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India-France hunt for Al
consensus seems elusive

et at the head tbe of the global AL Acticn sumemit is not so much a peiv-

Ao a8 an easential funetion for an smerging Al player like India o the

eurvent ern when (o be alavmist over artifcial ntelligence 18 fahbonable,

it tioe when all beading nathons must forge s consensus on e regula-

thon and utilisation of AL for the comman good 1o ensure that it enriches lives
pather than imperil them, India and France acted as the volee of reason in enaur-
mébllm technology builds cm;ﬂdmce i thee peg Ie aM e fmportantly, s safe,

ith thie two eoinpet ywers L s, and Ching in the race mnd
representing the two HHV‘ITI.L‘Sl liberalisation ru!j tl|.,h: vegulation for tetl son-

teed, Dindla's call for & collective nnﬁmam thraugh Prime Minister Narendes Modi

Mnelun.,smsdalm o AL that weil] be fore the bisnefit af everyone, scularly thie

Glohal South that cannot afford the billions of dallars of vestment eallsd for in

developing the techinology, makes e most s,
The preat diffleulty now 18 that w0 one knows, or las gauged. fully what are Al's

benefits wnd ps, WL it develop to an extent that 1t will make most human
bebryg jobleas or become o tool i the hands of the aligarehs who could potentially
sty thes world that humana have harnessed and budlt? There ave thres models

thit ave curvently taking aiem at Al — the US's moat Hberal way with no contrals,
Furope's deakre to vegulate Big Tech ta retain control
So complex are the guer its bad effects and Ching's ron grip on teehnol-
different stands on oy (o dictate how it will progress.

Al control that the  [niia's o) |u|ec|i|dasmt;w fourth highest ram':‘l Al

Wi m the warld o In Al vibeaney rankin
US and the UK did [1;""} loan fowids the. Copsarvative
not sign the joint Immn mnde] of Iwkm;, progress but with con-
gua. I‘j‘\?lﬂ L|.;l“ u; I.I1 mfgg&a{mlﬁlﬂiﬂmﬂw&
which spelis out 1o rerimes s that are Al's
deleterious aspects that PM \dmll bvought up at the
the foundation for .-

open-sourced ) Modi's adilssbon that the Global South Is Lack-
sharing of g"w lh%mpnmlllm in ml:mut};tg ;u\é;ﬂeaww Ih{
hnol i the programmes. tabent, data o nncdal
teo ogy Jmulmnmun veality that the Al leaders ke the
U8 an the challenger China will probably not bother about. Sharing resources in
hiagh tech areas ia godng to be & touchy e golng foeward as the US already has
placed embargoes o expart af the meat powerful chips and China strives to build

i fortreas agalnat Weslern [ressures develaps its own programmes,

So oomplex are the d!ﬁmnl numdn o Al cmmnlﬂm thI‘{and thve UK did 1ot
algn the joknt out th 1 apen-aorced shar-
g of teehnology, even as Ching miled against U8 L!mnusl enil J10, Vanee's
warning that authoritarkan regimes were seelhng to wse Al for
over elttzens, The good intentbons of France and Indka to chair an important sum-
it on Al the ithivd in the serles that began two years ago, may amount o litle
llmu!,h China does annﬂ um i ndw:ales npm souree Al tech, and Indeed the

Consensus lmwhnw Men b f0y n.d!lme in the ghoball ‘5 fragmented approach
s A, Hovwever, the Prst leg of Mr Mod's trip o hanmal thee L18 was testimony

he idenl state of ndin-F e that pay 1 i i the biilat-
eral mesting between French Preaident Hmlmnuerbwwm and Prime Minkstes
Mocli in Marseilles. France relterating lis suppart for a permanent seat for Indin in
the Security Counedl {8 just aone pont among many that relnforess the strong
relationship,

IAF chief’s HAL rap overdue

ndian Alr Force (IAF) chief Alr Chief Marshal AP, Singh's plain-talk
censuring the Hindustan Asronautics Limited for delay in the delivery
of longoverdue Light Combat Alveraft Tejas has come at the most
opportuns time, when all mn]nr global defence suppliers are in the country
o take part in Aero India 30
'I'Imu||_|a the Al Chief Mar: nh.nl s remarks could be considered Immlnn}'I
for HAL, it spotlights the serlousness of the depletion in fighter airer:
that the Indian Alr Force has been facing for quite some time, India has
around 31 combat squadrons or around 558 Jets, as against the sanctioned
atrength of 42 squadrons or 766 jets — reflecting a shortage of 200 fighter
jeta, This compares with 142 squadrons owr nelghbouring countries have
Pakistan’s 20 squadrons, Bangladesh's 12 squadrons and China's 110
squadrons.
lmhn however, exclusively pinned its hopes on Tejas fighter aireraft,
HAL was supposed to deliver 40 Tejas Mkl Jeta, which it ordered in 2000,
The PSU also needs af| ‘eims MKLA jets, upgraded variants of the
fighters currently in e wl:lr JAE' ordered in 2021 — together mak-
ing for about seven uPuarJN.lm for the air force, However, Alr Chied
Marshal Singh's lack of confidence in HAL hints at desperation among
Indian alr fighters.
The LEA project, which was conceived in 1884 during the Indira Gandhi
fnvnmnm-m faced slgnificant wcl:mhﬁa artheid. The pace of research
n India on alveraft is so slow that by the thme our companies come with
something it gets outdan
Regardless of the rnmp]esmy of the project, the government must ned
make the IAF perennially walt for HAL's l\: jas aircraft, The most lmpor-
tant lssue for the government 1s restorin Fs minimum deferrence
with at least 75 Iq}uadmun. npninst Pal Inmn Hangladesh and China,
elther through locally-produced jets or ferelgn produced ones, The govern:
ment should also reform India's defence research establishment and man-
ufacturing eapacities to match with the global tend, without which India
can never be called a global power,
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In Manipur, don’t allow
history to repeat 1tself

anldmt'l Rule is

a distinct

pouiblllur. Ora
BJP CM,

IDI'I'I.NII'I. from the

istory, they say,
has & |m|: of

vepaating itself,
Bt not always,
b June 39,
202, after near] Ily iwe
mantha of Manipue's worst
athnic conflict between the
Meltel and Kuki communi-
ties, chief minister N,
Biren Singh headed for Raj
Ehavan in lmphal to sub-
mit his resymation o the
wn'mr But the road was
ocked by Meira Paibis,
Mnmpul’s powerful all-
wommen's group, whis
portedly foveed the chief
minister i tear up his res-
lgnation letter and throw it

awny.
This dramatic history
e mot vepeat itself lnst

weelc,

On Friday, bundreds of
Meira  Palbls  gathered
near the Imphal aleport,
not 1o block the road o
rmr Mr Biren Singh from

ying to Mew Delhi to
vesign,  Far  from it
Blaming him for a spate of
arrests of village volun-
teers (VV8), young men
wlmmuuedupasm\mhem
of willage defence grou
the m’lemml)mh : M

2029 violence, the \mmn
demanded that he should
reslgn at once,

Two days later, on
Sunday, February 8, Mr
Biren Singh went o New
Delhd and put in his

papers,

It s ot as If the Meira
Paibd protest was the last
straw that broke Hiren
Singh's back; they
been protesting against the
erackdown by the AFSPA-
armed Central and state
palios forces on the Ve for
months, But  Friday's
protest was possibly just
the latest in & coneatena-
thon of clreumstances that
left b ne option, With
250 people dead and &,000
biapkaced in the bloodbath
that followesd May 3, 2003,
Biren Singh would have
lenowm his fiste was sealed,

The Iil.ll'nnd Amit SIJJuh
certainly gave N. Blren
Singh a Emg rope,

Back in 3029, after a court
order backed n Meitel
demand for ST-atwtus
like thiie Kukls, the viokence
that erupted was unprece-
dented, Kulis hnng in

Imphal  were  attacked
an ehased aut of the
valley  dominated by

Mebteks who make up over
50 per cent of the staie’s
population and dominate
the Imphal Valley, sprawl-
bz over 10 per cent band in
the state; the Kukis, less
than Jalf the aumber of
Meitels amvd seatiered over
the hills of'Mm::(;nu' cover-
g 80 per cent ol the stabe,
were auinumbered in the
valley, Meitels who Hyed
i the Kukl dominated
hiklls were not spared.

Given Mr Biren Singh's
failure to contain violence,
the most obvious step for
the Centre pnd the BJP to
take after May 3, 3@, if
not immediately but cer-
tainly within weeks, was to
sack the chief minister for
imsction and  incompe-
temce, for faklure w stop the
lowting af arms from police
armouries, for  letting
Manipur fun into a war
mone divided so s)l.arply an
ethnic lines SEem
beryand maﬂure '1 sere are
also reports. that armed
Emupa of  mationalist
deitel youth who were
allowed o run wild, like
Arambel  Tenggol  and
Meitel Leipun, had Mr
Biren Singh's blessings,
But for sl unfathomed
and unexplained reasons
neither the BIP nor the
Centre acted.

Concatenation of circam-
wtances: Then, out of the
blue, on New Year's Eve,
Mr Biren Singh  said
Yaorry" o the people of
Manipur, “This entive year
has been very unfortunate,
I feel vegret and | want to
say aorry to the people of
the state for what is hap-
kimnu:l il today, sinee last

A4, Many people lost
thelr loved ones, Many

le left thelr homes, |
'::ﬁy foel regret. 1 would

group.
Satyabrata Blngh
or Khemchand
Singh are both in
the running.

Ilkein logise, "
nﬁ\ %ﬁlﬂ Is mot
klwwn Paasl Biren

Singh began to feel the
rnessnun Days after wio-
In Juribem, an area
that had remalned calin in
the past, the NPP, an ally
In the BJPded NDA
ernment with six MLAs
withdeew  support.  The
FIP el @ miajority of 47 i
the Bl-member House, But
sven Huki BIP MLAS had
alveady distanced them-
salves, 8o, the numbers
"?J'l&“ b boake shaky.
wen dssensions began
within the BJE, with
around & dizen MLAs
msyluE up to Manipur
Assembly Speaker Thok-
cham Satyabrata Singh
and atate minster Yom-
nam Khemehard Singh, all
of them disenchanted with
Hiren Singh's handling of
the 3l-manthold  erisis,
They heggm frequenting
ihe BIP headquarterss in
l)el] %mn even went io

'1‘wn dhej factors_com-
hlmd. Thve Manipur Tapes
audio recordings
M\I.dua Fouki group claims
establishes Biren Singh's
role in the 'vmlmm in tI\e
sfate, The Suprem
an February )uad mlﬂ.‘d
the CFSL to conflirm by
March 24 If the valee on the
is indeed that of
n Singh. A confirma-
thon could put Biven Singh
behind bars.
Meanwhile, the Cong-
ress, which Jas five MLAs
In Manipur, announced a
notrust motion  againse
Biren Singh on February
10, Raitled and unsure
about how many MLAs
woukd stand by him, Biven
Singh called & mesting of
NDA MLAs last week.
When only 20 MLAs
ahowed up, he knew his
time was up.
The BIF leadership in
New Delhd didn't try to dis-

s.u.nﬂe hiem, The plug was

Kukl-Za : What
next! President's Hule is a
dlstingt possibility, Or a
mew BJP chief minkster,
someane from the dissi-
dent  group, Satyabrata
Singh or  Khemehand
b are both b the run-
i g If no consensus s
reached on an alternative,
then a prolonged spell of a
suspended Assembly with
Biren Singh as the caretak-
e chief minkster. If neither

. then President's

Hule.

Inn all this uneertainey,
ane thing 18 certain: the
Kukl-Zo-Himar — group's
determination to stick 1o
Ita demand for & separate
autenomons administra.
o of thee Bill areas that
hi community dominates,

Fur the tribal communi
ty, Mr Hiren Singh's reslg
nation 18 too late and twe
liibe, Ancther BIP chief
weiniater i his place would
merely be old wine in a
new bottle, The HKuki
mroup would rather see
h‘énm;t'n Hule inipoaed,
AL least then the govermnar
witikd be runming the state
and not tImH.I'I 2,

ey eould stast

Imphs.l alrport,
g, A Kukis want to go
boNNl Dielhi or elsewheve,
they have to drive fo
Adzaw] alrport in mu.l;
nnl.mm. Mizornm, |
a 12hour drive ﬁwn
l‘,luul‘ac)\amipul' and the
GOAL P PSSENGRE In & X1
s €500, Why not use
Imphal airport, which is
much choaer? Unsafe, sny
the Kukls. We would be
killed for venturing inte
Metel terriiory.

There are some Huki

t':})umsts wha e that
¢ Biven Singh's exit
could finally opers the door
1o 8 dial on the w
forward for the bitterly
estranpged ethnie growps of
M.anl?ur But that could be
months away. In a few
muanths, Manipur's
tragedy will fum  itwo,
Come what may, that s
ane slice of history that
should never be allowesd to
repeat itself,

uAlng
Toay,

Manideepa Banerfie is «
senior journalist based in
Kolkata who has exten-
sively travelled in and
reparted from fndia's
sl region

LATHIS & VALENTINES

Daspite all attempts
made by the groups ‘pro-
tecting’ Indian values to
stop the Valentine Day
celebrations, its populari-
ty increases with every
passing year. Blame the
clever marketing tricks for
trying to sell the 14th of
February as an occasion
for romance but secluded
corners with lovers whis-
pering sweat nothings are
thoroughly checked and
severely dealt with. While
frustrated middle aged
dudes doing such sort of
things can be attributed
to envy, it is sad to see
even young people follow
their example and instead
of having a pretty lass on
their farm prefer lathis to
separate the romancers.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

STAY TOGETHER

AFTER THE defeat in Delhi, AAP
huas some prioities to meet, The top-
most 18 to keep its leaders together,

AAP e:!‘?n a wader-thin majority in

MCD ithe anti-defection law is
not operative on municipal couneil-
lora and hence Arvind Kejriwal has

e Punjab mmhly

the laadership u‘
The threat in Delll that the anngmu
will erode its cove voter base 15 also
very real, The L‘ﬂmII:E days will be a

hagwant

test for Mr Keiriwal, AAP cannot
afford to take these challenges Lghtly
and his to pass this test In order to

slay relevant,
DB, Madan
New Delhi

NOT UNIFORM
THE CHIEF MINISTER of
Uttarakhand, Pushkar  Singh

Dhami, has announced that if any-
one In a livedn relatonship is an
adivasi, that is if they belong to the
Scheduled Tribes, they are not
obliged w register their relation
ahip under the uniform elvil code,
That's how uniform the uniform
elvil code then 18! It is sald that
“pxception proves the rule”, Over
time the rule will exempt all cate-
1inr|nn of eitizens, except one! It will
then be vevealed why in the first
place we wanted the uniform civil

Bagarka
Mumbai

Multipolar world
will make it hard
for Trump to win

tariff war today

slorm was threatened by Presidens lemim Beonomist and Nobel laureate Paul

onakd Trump's anncuncement nl'nuneePIn an described Trump's action as “really

tariffs an mapeirts fram Canada, ‘ewucdve"aud “lke thiow! in the gears of

In Additicmal udmnfmwmmm onal commerce cmrlns‘. Hut

l'mmMexImdeanada and Wpe uﬂbdmﬂwwdkmuz:dmundﬁmdamm

nnCtllm Bmlllhdhmk nPJ e enfoorced, Tramp paused them for o month fllaw-

mmamh‘ “because af the major threat of ille- ngpilmenlhmmleadamnfmemnmmm
hems and drugs inelading fentanyd”. which negotiations wese apreed between them,

H!almﬂwmradlarﬁnnwmmm.uemm mh:]hnmmcedmmulﬂmuwm

o NG o “re {ardffs” on mare countries in  bosder to clamp down an smuggling and stop

days. In the past, Tramp often sald he wmtld 1lliei migraticn.

aula nztmmlﬁlhalhnvaa trae surplus with
the US and tariffs will make the Amevican econony
stronger and replace income tax. He has long

e pursuing awmtlmﬂnmlca s,
.Amerlculhm r?:md

quickly and
with mwlimry]
s on & vange of US p erude o,
LEG and farm equipment, Beifing ordeved an
anstitrust investigntban of Google and said it would
ﬂle a la\wuh mlnul the US in the Woeld Trade

Whmﬂnfhmxwmmmimmmlm
arkiets around the world tumbled over the Ipectre
wznea]allnn in the global trade war. Across Asia and

Eurape, shaves slumiped while investors expressed
alarm over the disruption of global supply chains
andhnnl’\mlall!lwahud.

firms
nedu:mn h'-g]nhl growih mdd.ewenwd 6uutnen

This U-tum was quintessential Trump, who uses
ll-ll'tdmeundcmwana bargaiming tactie to put
dm 'W huhmemnrdzrmwa

meuinniwwwmumm
an wlm'lnhi pelitical base.

Trump to- peak to President Xi Jinping to
enter negatiations while d.ehm tariffa on
Jow-value from China, Ma

world reacted with relief to the pause in the tarif
wnr hut L‘hat didn't end uncestalnty about what

Nnnnaz “Tramp's game of beinkmanship to
end with andfemwmnnl’nn'arlawarlh
mmm-mmwmmkwmem

s tariffs to get other countries o nseet his demands.
U‘twammtrmlhhmuntwl.llbahn ‘heavy iodl on

ithe global econoany as well as on Washington's ties
with friends and competitors alike.

The use of coercive economie power to browhbeat

smaller mhl les Ia ;wﬁamﬁul deplaying it
ireit o big and the 's largest expovier,
gh‘lﬂ.hﬂ ifferent matter, Beljing also has the
meanss to inflict damage oo the US sconomy even as
Ilm‘aml.eﬂwlﬂlltnhhwunmtmd

ﬂmal‘mt&mmuna hal'mquamlywﬂnlndw
mm:\aa]mﬂmcampam

15 part, the Eurcpean Undon sald it will
respond frmly to any new trilfs and may use its

antl-coercion powers i necessary., In anticipation of
Trump ot bl thuresst of sl
stantial” the TT-member zmmnu:‘nt Is

readying redalintory measures against Silicon

muark an escalat
summit in Brussels last week,

declared thedr intention o fight back i
ala highser tarifs, while calling for negodiations,
pe and beyond wi

rlwlnmzlmwum y finding

wwmwmmww-:nunmﬂump\
war will come #t a price to the American econ
amy, mnr:wmhud.lll‘:wenunui cluims that they
will bring the US caly beng

The mast abvious \muld be the iny
Amserican consumers by way of moee inflathon as

husiness costs go up, And this at a tme when infls

Y S
r woald upernd supply chains,
with and in ini l{nmn‘

the automobile industry
and agriculiure mulrl be parucu]arh' hit, Buxinau
automskers and

Eﬂ?ﬁﬁn’:’fﬂm consumer products are alreaty

r! mﬂmmemundeamealmmrhuww

The ady
ﬁmuswhlhemr i Trumapexpands the tarlf wa
o Burope,

— By armangerment with Dawn
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Agalnst the current: Fomyak tribses perform st the inaugural day of the Hormbdll festival in Kisam,

o willage, Kohima on December 1, 2004, RITL RAJ KINNAR

=

Easterine Kire: chronicler of the
lives and fables of Nagas

Shunning media stereot

pes of the northea

a Akacemi-winnir

novelist and poet from N

land writes about the cultural life of her

people, who refuse to be defined by conflict. Kire has also documented their oral history and spiriual world view

Hadhika Santhanam

ears ago, when 1 asked a

classmate whit she was

reading, she simply replied, “A

book from the northeast.” [t
was i lazy, unhelpful description. Ever
heard anyonse say they are reading Jerry
Pinto, a "writer from the west™?

That was in 2000, but little has changed
since. The northeast is still deseribed in
many everyday conversations as a
homogenous region - an anthropological
paradise where “strange” and “exotic”
cultures thrive, and complex, ethnic
conflicts play out amid natural beauwty.

Easterine Kire, a novelist from
Magaland who lives in Norway, spoke of
her exasperation with the broad portrayal
of the region in an interview o The Hindu
in 2009, “The media stereotype of the
northeast has done so much damage that
the true euliural life of the Nagas and
their rights have been overlooked,” she
saicl, In her works, Kire portrays a people
who refuse o be defined by conflict
are saying there is more [to Nagaland],"
she said in an another interview o The
Hindu in 2005, “There is great beauty, not
Just the breathtaking lindscapes of
mountains and rivers and cloud-covered
villages, but the beauty of the people who
live there and the stories they have to
share. The spiritual world is a big part of
the Naga world view and it comes
maturally to me to write shout it®

Writing about the spiritual

Spirit Nights (2022), which won Kire the
Sahitya Akacemi award in 2024, isa
shining example of how the writer is a
chronicler of the lives and fables of the

Magas. The novel's protagonist is Tola, a
wise woman and the daughter of a seer,
She is warned in a dream of impending
doom. Dreams are the gateway o the
spiritual workd, When a tabon is breached
in the spiritual world, intense,
all-encompassing darkness descends on
her village, Only one person, Tola®
grandson Namu, can bring back light,
Kire's book is inspired by the story of
darkness narrated by the Rengma Naga
and Chang Naga tribes. Just as the sun

i i Jeaf, it is the breath

torytelling that brings an oral

tatle 1o lie,

Wien the River Sheeps (2014), which
wor The Hindu Prize in 2015, is also
steeped in Naga folkiales and myths, A
middle-aged hunter named Vile lives
insicke a forest. He dreams that a
“heart-stone” les on the bed of a river,
which will give him expansive powers.
Vile sets out on his quest, encountering
fellow beings, sorceresses, and spirits on
the way. The poet K. Sachidanandan
described the book as “a sample of how
the mythopoeic imagination can work in
our times".

Kire had written elsewhere: "My
peneration of Nagas accept that our
territories ave shared between human
and spirit inhabitants” These works are
rooted in the fodkbore of Nagaland, but
Kire skilfully draws out the deeper
meanings of these beliefs and they ane
universally instructive,

Nagaland over the years

When Kire was a child, every night one of
her grandparents would well her a story,
She grew up in an estate in Kohima,
where trees were laden with fruit, wild

flovwrers bloomed, and she woke up o
dawn chorus, Her love for the oral
tradition of storytelling, and for beauty
and nature, which she infuses into her
writing, likely eame from these early
childhood experiences,

Bat not all of Nagaland was peaceful
and pi ue, Kire recounts how the
small town of Kohima was suddenly
thrust on the global map when the
Japanese invided the hills in 1944, In
1958, the draconian Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act was imposed o deal
with the Naga insurgency. In the 1960s
andd "T0s, Kire recalls in interviews how
the Army would patrol the streets and
clamp curfews, Nagaland came to be
imagined mu rest of India as a land of
trouble-makers,

Inn her works, Kire also traces the lives
of different generations 1o reveal the
transformation of a people and a State.
For the hook Mari, which she began
weriting in parts at 16 and completed in
2003, she sat with her aunt Mari, gently
unspooling her memories of Kohima
befiore and during World War 11, The war
cleaved the history of the region: Kire says
it was “remarkable” that “people have
little memory of what they were doing
before the war years.” In A Respectable
Woman (2009), too, she writes about the
conflict; "Many of our people had not
known any government other than the
Eritish. S0, when they left our hills, many
people felt orphaned...”

A Respectable Woman is also about
anather war; this time, against the Indian
state, Kire says, "Even while the few
educated Nagas felt that they had the
right to fight for Naga sovereignty, the
Inlian government sent in armed police

whio began a reign of terror., We wene no
longer safe in our own homes”

Where there is war, there is abways.
resilience. In Mari, Mari becomes a
refuges in her own homeland and is
nearly crushed by the weight of recurrent
loss, She bounces back again and again,
left with no other choice. As the
grandmother says in Bitter Wormwood, "I
lifie i hard to you, you simply harden
yoursell so its griefs are easier o bear”

Kire's protagonists are often women
but they are not all "strong women”,
which makes them relatable, Women, like
men, contribute o maintaining the
patriarchal order (A Terrible Matriarehy).
They show their vulnerabilities and
express their fears (Spirit Nights). Kire
does not romanticise their fights and the
Journeys of their survival (Mari), Women
assert their agency through
micro-feminist acts (A Respectable
Woman), They are ordinary women who
often find themsehves grappling with
extraordinary cireumstances,

Kire's style is to write crisp, short,
unadorned sentences and narrate
unsertling parables, which reflect her love
for allegories, By staying close to their
roots, writers like Temsuls A paved the
way for Easterine Kire who is making the
road easier for voices of the next
generation like Avinuo Kire and others, If
works by writers such as Kire find their
way into classrooms across India, there
may be greater understanding of regional
literature from the States of the northeast;
stories which encapsulate the tragedies,
aspirations, and cultures of a people who
have for oo long been typecast, and
which have been systemically erased from
‘our hegemonie imagination of the nation,

e

THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
daityguiz@thedindu.coin

The International Cricket Council (1CC) Champions Trophy 2025 is scheduled to start
from next week. Here is a quiz on the tournament

Sindbu Nagaraj

.
QUESTION 1
What was the tourmament farmerly called?

QUESTION 2

Which s the format played in the
aurnament!

[

QUESTION 3

Inwhich year was the toumament
Inaugurated? Which country hasted it first?
[

QUESTION 4
\Where was the secand edition of the ICC
tournament held? 1L was held in this
caumey b inereade the popularity af the
sport here?

h

QUESTION §

Which twa cauntries have won the

naurnament twice?
cM
K

[
Visual question:
Iedernify this ericketer, What is the feat he has achieved in this tourmnament? ase

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1. Many peaple living in this chiy call it
“Chatigacn”, Ams: Chittagong

2. In 1883, ane conflict in this (naw e rstwhile)
country was over whether the two halves of its
narmé should be hyphenated, Ans:
Crechosliovakla

1, Political efforis 1o rename this region led to a
twa-word name in 2020, one representing the
local Paghiun peaple and the other the
nen-Pashiun, Ans: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

4. In the Turkish language, this water body |s
called the “Gulf of Basra”, Ans: Persian Gulf

5. The name of this country & also the historc
name of & region in Iran, Specifically, it was the
narme of & reglon south of the Aras rives, Ans:
Azerbaljan

isuial; This British Oversess Terdtory in the south
Atlantle Deean (s an archipelagn, Ans: Falkland
Islands

Early Blrds: Tito Shiladitya| Erfanally Dosmany|
M. Suresh Kumar| Prashansa Lohumi| Ayush
Jadwal
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Know your
English

K. Subrabmanian
8. Upendran

“Let's discuss the two passages given last
week, Passage (a) is written in
comversational or colloquial English, This
s the kind of language we use in our daily
conversation, The language
is formal, a little too formal, This is
language we use on formal eceasions, The
whole passage is one sentence, It could
have been split into two or more
sentences for easier comprehension, (a) is
oo colboguial, (b) too formal. So long as
yous are able to communicate your ideas
clearly, you can use any language
appropriste o the context. You should
not mix levels, Don't mix the formal with
the informal language, When you
introduce a person at a public meeting,
you generally use formal language.

“Laies and gentlemen, | have great
pleasure in introducing to you Mr. X. a
distinguished scientist..... Now | request
the fellow to give his speech.” In this
context, the word ‘fellow’ is
inappropriate, ‘Fellow’ is a colloguial
word, The sudience would be amused
when we use the word on formal
oceasions.”

"But we sy ‘Fellow of the Royal
Society.”

"Sure, Here we are talking about the
person's academic achievement.”

“Tcan't say at & condolence meeting: -
W have assembled here w condole the
death of X who kicked the bucket three

o “To kiick the bucket” means ‘to
tis slang. It is not used on formal
occasions,”

"1s 'colloguial language’ inferior o
other kinds of language?™

"Moo, 1t is not inferior but different. 1t
was introduced into English in 1751 by Dr.
Johnson in an essay in The Ramiler. But
e did not include it in his Dictionary
published in 1755, 1t doesn’t have
pejorative overtones.”

"But some think it has."

“True, That's why some dictionaries
use the libel ‘informal’ instead of
‘colloguial.”

“Before you proceed any further,
please tell me the difference between
“forego’ and *forgo'

“Forepn’ means ‘go before’, *Forgo'
means ‘to abstain from, do without', The
foregning remarks were made by John, He
decided to forgo his lunch on the advice
of his doctor”

Published in The Hindu on May 18,
1985,

Word of the day

Acquiesce:

10 Agres of express agreement
SYNONYMS: accode, assent

u SAFE: He graduaily cqulesced to the
demands of the eppesition

Pronunciation: newsthlive/scqulescepre

International Phonetic
Alphabet: | whwies/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
Letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

» -
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Death toll in the 2024
crackdown on protests

Degraded forest land

THE3@m HINDU

Passenger traffic

identified for Green

through European

Israels first sale in

India’s imports of palm

government bonds to

oil dip to a 13-year low,

in Bangladesh

The figure was
l 4 eatimated by
2 the UN human

rights office, In & new repart, [t stated that
security and intelligence services
“systematically engaged” in rights
vielations that could ameunt te erimes
agalnst humanity, =

Credit Programme

57700

States have so far set aside degraded
farest land for tree plantation under the
Green Cred it Programrme, It rewards
ervironmental actions by individuals,
communities and the private sector. s

airports’ increases

In billion, European alrports

2 welcomed more pagsengers
® last year than i 2019,

surpassing pre-COVID levels for the fist
time since the pandemic, Industry fgures
showed an Wednesd ay. Passenger traffic
repched 2.5 billion In 2024, up 7.4% from
the previous year, we

the US.

In § billian. Israel has sald this

amaunt in dollar-denominated

povernment bands in internation al
markets to bring down s budget deficit
and linance the costs of the war, In the fiest
debt sabe of 2025, the Finance Ministry
alfered two new seres of fve-year and
L0-year government bonds, e

says SEA

In per cent. India's palm ail

imports dipped a3 buyers

shifted o cheaper soybean
oil, industry body Solvent Extractors
Assockation of Indla [SEA) sald, Vegetable
oll Imports dropped 1o 1049 lakh tonnes
fraim 12 lakh tonmes a year eaiies, e
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Should convicted persons contest elections?

What does the Representation of the People Ac

Supreme Court which Fvour the decriminalisation of politics? What is the case for a lifetime ban on convicted individuals standing for office?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. i

The story so far:
hie Supreme Court is hearing
petitions filed by Ashwin
Upaicdivyay andd others, seeking
alife time ban on convicted
persons from contesting elections,

What are the legal provisions?

Section 83 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (RP Act, 1951), provides
for the disqualification of a person
comvicted af & eriminal offence and
sentenced to imprisonment for not less
than two years, Such a person is
disgualified from contesting elections for
a further period of six years from the date
of release, Section 8(1) further stipulates
that a person convicted under criminal
Laws for heinous crimes like rape; the
Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) act for
preaching or practice of untouchability;
UAPA for unlawful association; Prevention
of Corruption Act ete., will be disqualified
irrespective of the period of their
sentence and six years after release,

What were past decisions?

The Supreme Court has delivered notable
Judgments in favour of the
decriminalisation of politics, In the
Association for Democvatic Reforms (ADR)
case (2002}, it mandated the disclosure of
criminal records of all candidates
oontesting elections, In the CEC w fan
Chaukicdar case (2003), it upheld the
creative interpretation of the provisions of
the RP Act, 1951 by the Patna High Court,
One of the qualifications as per the act 1o
contest elections is that a person should
b an elector.” Section G2(5) stipulates
that & person in jail is noteligible o vore
in elections, The court i A that

allowing under trial prisoners o contest
elections, In Lily Thownas (2013), the court
struck down section 8(4) of the RP Act,
1951, that allowed a sitting legislator o
continue as a member even after being
convicted if they filed an appeal, as
unconstitutional and against political
Justice. After this judgment, a sitting

GETTY IMAGES

Minister of Sikkim, from six years o 13
muonths which allowed him to contest and
win a byelection.

It was a questionable decision of the EC
to have recluced the disqualification
perind of a person convicted under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, considering
its various recommendations to curb

legislator is disqualifed immediaely after
the sentencing for a conviction.

It is pertinent to note that Section 11 of
the RP Act, 1951 provides that the Election

persans who are under trial prisoners,
therefore cease to be ‘electors” and hence
not qualified to contest elections,
However, the Parliament amended the act
in 2003 to overturn this judgment

Commission (ECh may remove any
cisqualification or reduce the period of
disqualification of a convicted person, It
utilised this power in September 2019, to
reduce the disqualification period of
Prem Singh Tamang, incumbent Chief

i ol politics,

‘What is the current petition?

The eurrent petition seeks a life time ban
on corvicted persons from contesting
elections, The petitioners argue that ifa
convicted person is not eligible for evena
junior-grade government job, how could
they become law mukers six years after
serving their sentence, However, the

Central government in an affidavit Aled
before the court in 2020 had mentboned
that MP's and MLAS are not bound by any
‘service conditions’ unlike government
servants, and hence the present
disqualification period of six years after
serving the sentence is adequate.

The Supreme Court has again sought
the resg o the Central
and the EC on the current petition.

‘What can be the way forward?

A report by ADR states that 251 (46%) of
the 543 elected MPs in 2024, have
criminal cases against them, and 171 (31%)
Tace serious criminal charges including
rape, murder, attempt to murder and
kidnapping, It added that chances of
winning for a candidate with a criminal
background was 15.4% as against just 4.4%
Tor a candidate with a clean background,
The Law Commission in 1999 and 2014,
and the EC on various occasions have
highlighted the need w curb the
criminalisation of politics, They have
recommended that even persons against
whom charges are framed by a competent
court for an offence that entails
punishment of more than five years
shoube niot be albowed 10 contest
elections.

However, there has been no consensus
on this recommendation amongst
pelitical parties considering the risk of its
misuse. As regards the current petition,
there may be comvictions that di not
involve moral turpitude for which
permanent disqualification would be
inappropriate and disproportionate. With
respect to convictions for heinous crimes
and under statutes like the Prevention of
Corruption Act, there may be a case for
lifie times disqqualification as it is directly
linked with 11mhdly in public life.

Meanwhile, the powers vested with the
EC for reducing or removing the period of
disqualification of a convicted person
shoukd be reviewed by the court for its
constitutional validity,

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and awthor of Polity Simplified”, Views
expressed are personal.

951 stipulate with respect to electoral candidates convicted of eriminal offences? What are the various judgments of the
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Section B|3) of the
Representation of the Peaple
Act, 1351 (AP Act, 1951),
provides for the
disgualification of a person
canmvieted af & eiminl offence
and sentenced to
Irnpeigoniment for not less than
WO yEars,

v

Petitianers argue that il a
camvicted perion i not diglble
Tosr v & Junlar-grace
govermniment ob, haw coulkd
they become law makers sl
wenrs After serving thelr
aentence,

-

A report by ADR states that 251
(i) of the 543 elected MPs In
2024, hawe criminal cases
againat themm, and 171 (11%)
faci serlous criminal charges
Including rape, murder,
attempt to murder and
kidnapping,

What is contributing to the
downturn in Indian markets?

How are LS. President Donald Trump’s recent directi

affecting Indian stock markets? What is the

relationship between bond vields and stock markets? Will the rupee sirengthen’

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so fars
or the sixth consecutive duy, BSE
Sensex closed lower on
Wednesday reflective of a major
sell-off among foreign
institutional investors and portiolio
nvestors (FIls/FPIsy, mixed exmings and
apprehensions about the tightening of the
(imiports) tariff regime in the U8,

Why is Trump affecting markets?

On Tuesday, U.S. President Donald Trump

issued directives i restore tariff on steel

and elevate the tariff on aluminium o

25%. The White House held these were 1o
rotect America's industries which "have
ren harmed by uniair trade practices

and global excess capacity”.

However, the directive was not well
received in the Indian markets. This is
primarily due w apprehensions about a

oM

potential dumping of Asian exports i
India, potentially eulminating into
derwmward revision of prices and
increased competition, Indian steel
manufacturers are already amidst a
revision in steel prices, For perspective,
Indlinn manufacturer J5W Steel stated in
its (O earnings about its Net Smelting
Return (NSR) in India falling by close to
1,800 compared to the preceding
quarter. Additionally, with respect to the
alleged dumping, India’s Directorate
General for Trade Remedies (DGTR) has
an ongoing investigation into the imports
of ‘nonallay and alloy steel flat products”,

Why is foreign money moving away?
Flls and FPls have been increasingly
moving towards U5, bonds, seeking a
haven away from the current modest
Indian markets with potentially lesser
returns, According to Devarsh Vakil, Head
of Prime Research at HOFC Securities, the

current situation in the market emanates
from tepid domestic eamings growth,
elevated valuations in mid and small cap
segments, and persistent inflation
exceeding the RBI's lower threshold of
4%, and uncertainty around trade and
tariffs, It is imperative to note kere that
bond yield and stock markets have an
inwverse relationship, This is because both
vie for investor funds, aspiring to outdo
the ather by offering more returns,
Therefore, when U5, bond yield rises,
foreign investors transit from Indian
wquities to LS, bonds, Domestic,
economic and political certainty
alongside monetary policies are ather
contributing factors, AL in all, the entire
paradigm contributes o making the
dollar stronger and the rupee weaker
because of the How of money, VE,
Vijaykumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geajit Financial observed that while the
downturn in markets has been because of

acombination of factors, the major
among them has been the “relentless F1I
selling”. He wld The Hindu about Flls
having sold in the cash market every day,
except for two days, so far this year -
totalling to 293,907 crore, He further
neted that while domestic instintional
investors have been compensating for the
Fll outflows, "market sentiments have
been impacted.” Apurva Sheth, Head of
Market Perspectives & Research at SAMCO
Securities pointed out that dollar
denominated returns of Indian equities
“have not been impressive azall”,

Mid and small caps stocks are also
experiencing a correction due o the
sell-off spree,

What is outlook for the near-term?
Tightening of trade policies with the
probability of a trade war under Trump,
geopolitical tensions and slowing global
growth could influence markets going
forward, According to Mr, Vijasvkumar,
“Flls will return to India, only the tming
18 uncertain” He further adds,
“Inclications of a growth and earnings
recovery in India and dollar decline — we
do not know when it will happen, will
make Flls buyers in India.” Additionally,
Mr, Vakil holds that deep uncertainty
about President Trump's tariffs plans may
keep investors on the “defensive”, As for
the outflow, he contends SIP flows are
likely 1o remain strong and should be able
1o absorh bulk of the sell

sem
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On Tuesday, U.5. President
Donald Trsmp ssued directives
o restore tanlf an steel and
elevate the wiff an aluminium
o 25%,

v

Flls and FPis have been
Increasingly mosing lowards
LS. band, seeking & haven
away from the current modest
Indian markets with potentially
lesser reuirms,

.

Tightening of trade polices
with the probabllity af a trade
war under the Tramp
adminstration, geopolitical
tenslons and slawing global
growth could Influence
rrvarkets golng lanard,
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Al can make drug-testing precise,
and relevant to human biology

Regulators and the pharmaceutical industry have traditionally banked on animal models’ respanse to various compounds to assess whether a drug

can proceed o human clinical trials, But there s a growing body of work suggesting we need to improve the guality of data available at this s

Surat Parvatim

n January &, the ULS, Food and

Drug Adminiseration (FDA)

proposed draft guidelines on

the use of artificlal nelligence
(AL to assess the safety and effectiveness
of drugs.

The intluential body has sald that in the
It decace, the number of submibssions
from drugmakers that include an Al or
machine:learning component has seen an
exponentlal rise, There was enly one such
submission per year in 2006 and 2017, but
in the next two years it tripled; In 2021,
the FDA reported a remarkable 104old
increase on the previous year alone with
132 submissions, including an Al and for
machine learning component.

Dirug development pitfalls
It takes neary 10 years and over a billion
dodlars to develop a drug using
comventional (animalbased) processes,
which also have a success rate of only
14%. Emerging technologies Hke Al
provide opportunites for us to catalyse
and Improve the human-relevant
drug-development pip

For example, rats ca
drugs from their bodies much faster than
humans can, which means that for the
s closse level, humans would be
exposed to the drug for a longer duration.
As o result, the data for a compound
abitalned by testing with rats will have 1o
be adjusted for this skew,

The responses of humans belonging to
different populitions aroind the world 1o

and diseases also vary according to

age, Sex, isting medical conditions,
and genete abilitles, among other
factors. It's often difficult to predict this
range of responses from a homogenous,
lab-bred animal populathon,

Inputs to predictivity
Researchers today use Al across the
breadth of the drug development cyele,

In the discovery phase, researchers
comb through databases with thousands
of compounds to select i few hundred
promising candidates for a particular use
case, Then they test these compounds on
anlmals during precinleal research. The
data for compounds that produce
encouraging results in animal models are
submitted to drug regulatons for
permission to conduct human clinical
trials,

The compounds found to be safe and
effective in these cinleal trials
conducted in three phases depending on
the requirement - are then released into
thie murket following the Drug
Controller-General's approval. In the
post-marketing stage, the drug
minifieturer moniors the dg's effects
on the population, under an obligation to
report adverse effects,

There are now Al tools that can digest
data froem a buman adult about how their
body absorbs, distributes, and eliminates
a drug and based on that predict the
response of vulnerable populations, such
as children, whose participation in
chinfeal tria ses thorny ethical and
teehnical issues,

Another padn point in drug
development that Al could surmount ks
predicting whether o drug could hive
unintended effects. In December 2024,

The 1 i i alft

researchers from the UK. reported in the
Journal Tovleologleal Sciences a “safety
toalhion” comprising a group of
computational models that could predict
the undesirable side effects of a chemical
compound on the entire body or on
specific organs the compound lsn't
designed to target.

This framework Involves integrating
multiple types of data, such as the level
and manner of exposure to the substance
ftopical, oral, ete,), iis structural
properties, and any Information about its
chemical properties.

Where do Al models fall short?
Despite the potential to overcome the
barriers of conventional testing, Al comes
with s ewn challenges. In partieular, the
reliability of data analysis performed by
an Al tool depends on the quality of the
lata the model ks tralned with,

Participants at an FDA-sponsored
workshop at Duke University in the US. in
2022 used the adage "garbage In, garbage
wiit™ to deseribe this problem. The use of
biased and/or under-representative data
af o target population will alse
compromse the output.

Another challenge is transparency. The
nner workings of most Al models in use
are ot open 1o independent seruting, ner
is the data used to train them easily
accessible, so the models” performance
can't be assessed as required.

FDN's draft guidelines

Thi: FOA has been open to the ldea of
nsiryg Al und its draft guidelines o present
a stepwise framework to assess models’
credibility, The text emphaskses the
importance of identifying questions of
interest, the context for each question,
and how a model will belp address i This
s beeatise o model developed to ldemily
the risk of one adverse reaction to one

ee

Advools can digest daga about how a
Fiuman body absors, diserdbutes, and
climinanes a drug and predict the
response of valnerable popalatons,
such as children, whose pardelpation
In clindeal orals ralses thormy ethical
and technieal lsues

chriig buised on previous clinbeal trials may
not be equally good at identifying the risk
of other reactions and/or to other drugs,

The guldelines also stress the
mportance of assessing the risk Al
madels may pose, If'a model concludes a
puntient ks at low risk for an sdverse
reaction to a drug, an incorrect prediction
could have lfethreatening implications.
Identifying the level of this risk is another
parameter of importance, Axiomatically,
Emproving the quality and quantity of
chata used o trafdn the Al model and the
lentification of possible bases will
strengthen the model's integrity and
vitlue,

Al models ean be sell learning, their
outputs can change based on new inputs,
andl they can constantly adapt without
human interventhon, In response, the FDA
framework recognises a need o
continuously monitor and provide
detalled malntenance plans across the
Hiecyche of these models. Given the
currently vigorous Al landscape, the draft
puidelines encourage the Industry to
engage with the FDA to diseuss and
design appropriate ways to assess their Al
madels.

The guldelines focus on the use of Al in
the preclinical stage in particular, where it
ks erftical to understand i a compound of
Enterest is sake enough to be approved for
bman clinical trials.

age

s papulations around the warld to drugs and déesies vary In ways that can't bé caplured in the rspondes of o
homogenaus, lab-beed animal papulation. Py

Regulators and the pharmaceutical
Industry have traditbonally banked on
animal models’ response to the
compounds for this assessment. But there
Is a growing body of work suggesting we
need o mprove the quality of data
available at this stage as well as reduce
animal suffering.

From guidelines to adoption

The European Medicines Agency and the
International Council for Harmonisation
of Techndeal Requirements for
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ak.a,
1CH) hive released similar documents on
thie uise of Al drug developmient
processes. But the FDA guldelines are
notable because they focus on the use of
Al to support declslons regarding the
safety and effectiveness of a drug before
starting human clinical trials.

1 2023, India passe N
and Clinical Triaks (Amend
2023, 1t allowed data generated by
advanced computational models w be
used 1o assess the safety and efficacy of
new drugs, freeing researchers from
relylng on antmal trials alone,

That safed, guidielines issued by
regukators can help harmonise ()
wovernment policy, () manufacturers’
expectations and compliance burden, (8D
researchers” strategy, and (iv) consumer
safiety.

In effect, the guldelines serve as a fixed
paint in the shifting Al space, an anchor
where all stakeholders can pause to take
stock together, before making the next
decision,

(Suerat Parvatam is a senfor strategis
(research and regulatory sclenee) at
Hurane Soclety Intevnational India,
Arvind Remanathan is head of research
and assoctate professon, ET-nStem,
suratzaravananggrmail.oom,
arvindiinstem, nes.in)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Unusual rivers around the world

Vasudevan Mukunth aquier,

. [ QUESTION S
QUESTION 3

QUESTION 1 The Qantang River I Chira i 459-km

Thee Shanay-timplshka is & tributary
In Peru far thi Ueayall river. I8'S the
world's larget known thermal
riveer: thie wates in a 6-km lang
partion of it lower reaches has &
tempirature of anound 90° T Which
nabural source of thermal energy
kgeps It nearly bailing?

(9

QUESTION 2

Tht Amazan Basin's better-knawn
dradnage systim |5 the rver of the
ami name. It hos & second system
In the farm af a subterranean
slaw-flowing aquifer araund 4 kin
disep and & km leng, Ms path & sl
raughly the same as the Amazan

lang and draing into the East China Sea,
through Hangzhau Bay, At the river's
mauth, the incoming tide s se forcehil
that it pushes up the rvers current
there and flows ivward at araund 40
lumyfh, coeating a surfer's paradise,
What 4 this phenemenan called?

L3

QUESTION 4

Thet Dl Riveer in Russia's
Kradnoyarsk Brad (s o tributary of the
Ambarnayn River, Its only 28 km long
bt has become infamous far its
blood-red cabour
polluted with the element

dumped by o smelting facility nearby,
Fill im the blank

ranzanite blue

thee result of being
Visual: Jadarite

X 18 thit longest river n Antarctics ot just 32
ki, 1t Mo anly during the semmes — bist
s really unugual becauss, unlike most
riveers of the world, It flows inward, tewards
Lk Vanda, Mam X,

Answers te February 11 questions:

1. Elemant whose presence makes

Ans: Vanadium

2. Elemant rarely faund togather with
Zlreonium in minerals - Ans: Boren

3, Mineral valued in China and farmed In
subsduction 2ones - Ans: Jadekts

A, Breccin mineral found in Dholar 280
meteariie - Ans: Hapheite

5. Process inwhich radioactivity weathers
crystals - Ans: Metamictisation

First contact: Viswanadhaftac Batchu | KN, &
Yiswanathan | Dalbeer Singh | Anmal

Ploase send n yous snswers Lo
stiencedihehindu.coin

".

Wisual: Name this river in Colombla whose riverbed changes colour through yellow,

MASHS astronauts Butch Wilmone and Sunl
Willllams bnside the Intermiational Space Station's
Harrnary module, ae

NASA looks
set to return
Starliner
astronauts
days sooner

Heulers

NASA on Tuesday swapped out the
astronmut capsule it plans to use for an
upcoming routine light to the
International Space Stathon, & scheduling
mvovee that will allow a slightly earlier
return far two Stardiner astronmuts who
have been on the statbon far longer than
expected,

The U5, space agency said mission
management eams opted o use x
previously lown SpaceX Crew Dragon
capsule for its Crew10 mission to the
space station, instead of 4 new SpaceX
capsule whose production it sakd has
been delayed.

The decision moves up the Crew-10
Launch to March 12, from the previous
target of March 25, NASA sald it would stll
need to do a Hight readiness assessment
of the previously flown Crew Dragon
capsule, which Is named Endeavor and
has been used on three previeus
missions.

The return of two astronauts, Butch
Wilmore and Sunl Williams, who flew o
the International Space Station on
Boelng's fnlty Starliner capsule last
summer, has hinged on the arrbal of the
Crew-10's fourperson crew in order to
keep the station's American contingent
staffed at normal levels,

The decision follows Presicdent Donald
Trump's abrupt demand to SpaceX CEO
Elon Musk last menth to bring Wilmore
arvd Williams back o Earth “as soon as
possible,” pleading for an end to their
milssion that in large part had already
bisen decldid on kst year,

After Trump's demand, NASA affinmed
its plan to bring home the astronauts,
saylng it wonild do so "as soon as
practical.” In its statement on Tuesday,
the agency did not say its decision w

change the Crew-10 capsule was made to
birlngg thie Starliner crew home early.

"Human spaceflight is full of
unexpected challenges,” NASA's
Commerckal Crew Program head Steve
Stich said in a staement, praksing SpaceX
for its Aexibility,

Trump's call was an unusual
Intervention by a president into NASAs
meticulously arranged 155 schedule and
fodsted Wilmore and Willlams into an
uitlikely politieal spotlighe.

Trump had blamed his predecessor Joe
Biden for the astronaut's situation, though
Biden had no invalement in the
progriom. Musk, publicly accepting
Trump's demand, also blamed Biden
diespite his space company's wark with
NASA to solve a spacetlight dilemma
widely acknowledged to be ciused by
Boelng,

The spacecralt swap affects SpaceX’s
planned Fram2 private astromaut mission,
which was expected to use the Endeavor

wpsulbe sometime this year for o
podar-orbiting mission.

"We've lost the South Pole inthe
claylight.” the misslon's commuander,
Maltese crypro entrepreneur Chun Wang,
wrote on X with a sad face emofl, replying
o rurmors about the Crew-10 decisbon,
The mission will use a different Crew
Dragon in SpaceX's fleet,

Thee Crew10 declsbon bs also expected
o impaet Axiom's planned Crew Dragoen
mission where it will fly government
astromauts from India, Poland, and
Hungary. Housten-based Asiom, which
arranges private and government
astronaut misslons using Crew Dragon,
il not bmmediately return a request for
comment.

For feadback and suggestions
far “Schnce’, plisss writs to
schence@thehindu.co.n with the
subject *Daily page’
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Wilful violation
Supreme Court’s guerics expose pattern
of obstinacy in TN. Governor’s conduct
he Supreme Court of India's probing
questions to the Tamil Nadu Governor,
R.N. Ravi, have exposed a pattern of wil-
ful violation of constitutional duty on his part.
The questions related to the lawfulness of Mr. Ra-
vi's act in referring to the President of India a set
of Bills for which he had earlier “withheld as-
sent”, but was constitutionally bound to grant as-
sent after their adoption for a second time by the
State Assembly. The Bench was speaking on be-
half of everyone when it asked whether Mr. Ravi
had referred these Bills to the President only to
avoid granting assent, as required by the first pro-
viso to Article 200 of the Constitution. The ear-
lier understanding that the withholding of assent
puts an end to the life of a Bill was altered by the
Court’s judgment in 2023, holding that whenever
Governors opt for that course of action, they
should return the Bill to the legislature, as re-
quired in the proviso; and if passed again by the
House, they were bound to grant assent. Faced
with queries, the Attorney-General of India (A-G)
raised the issue of possible repugnancy with cen-
tral law. He argued that the Governor had rightly
referred these Bills to the President due to an ap-
parent conflict with UGC Regulations, as these
Bills seek to change the manner in which univer-
sity vice-chancellors are appointed. The A-G also
maintained that when the Governor had earlier
withheld assent, the Bills ceased to exist and the
Assembily had presumed that these had been “re-
turned” by the Governor and adopted them a se-
cond time. In a related contention, he has also ar-
gued that the requirement to return a Bill does
not hold good if the issue of repugnancy is noted.
These arguments may appear fascinating in
determining the right course of action to be fol-
lowed by Governors in dealing with Eills, and the
Bench, which has reserved its judgment, may
come up with answers. However, the fact that the
Governor has been using his powers to scuttle le-
gislation is quite obwvious. He had not acted on
some of these Bills for a year or two or expressed
his reservations relating to the repugnancy as-
pect while withholding assent. Also, he ignored
the fact that he was bound to grant assent when
the Bills were presented to him a second time,
but referred them to the President. Even in a
2023 hearing, the Court had questioned whether
a Governor, having chosen to withhold assent,
could exercise another option by referring the
same Bill to the President. Mr. Ravi appears bent
on scuttling any law that does not suit his world
view. It is time the Union government took note
of the challenge his continuance in office poses to
constitutional governance in Tamil Nadu.

Awrtingmgelsmse

' sustainability, labour markets
as key priorities in Al Summit

rime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted
India’s stance on the evolving Artificial
Intelligence (A landscape at the Al Ac-
tion Summit in Paris on February 11, stressing the
need for “governance and standards that uphold
our shared values, address risks, and build
trust”. This perspective is also reflected in the
joint statement signed by India and over 50 other
countries. Commitments to trust, safety, and un-
iversal access align well with India's efforts to ad-
vance Al technologies while mitigating risks. The
nation's approach to Al will be crucial as the tech-
nology progresses and costs decline. Innovations
such as Chinese firm DeepSeek’s breakthrough
reasoning models underscore the growing risks
to labour markets. The IT and services sector
constitutes a significant portion of India’s econo-
my but employs a relatively smaller workforce.
Al-driven efficiency gains present an attractive
business proposition, yet the potential for job
losses or stagnant wage growth in this sector pos-
s serious risks. The Prime Minister rightly point-
ed out that technological advancements histori-
cally create nmew employment opportunities.
However, as noted in the Economic Survey, there
is a valid concern regarding an Engels’ pause, a
phase where firms reap the benefits of new tech-
nology while real wages stagmate, India cannot af-
ford even a brief period of such economic strain,

making proactive policy responses essential.
The summit’s emphasis on sustainable Al
growth and energy efficiency is equally timely, gi-
ven global climate imperatives. The United States
produces more than twice the electricity of In-
dia, despite having just a quarter of its popula-
tion. A growing share of this energy is now con-
sumed by data centres, which power Al training
and deployment. As Al-driven energy demand
surges, ensuring that this growth is powered by
renewable sources is critical. Commercial Al suc-
cess remains elusive, with substantial invest-
ments flowing into top market players but offer-
ing limited financial returns. While India may not
replicate this highdnvestment, low-return model,
developing foundational Al models r]mt are tai-
lored to Indian needs is i

Nuclear energy — dangerous concessions on liability

n the Union Budget speech on February 1,

the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

announced the government’s intention to

take up “amendments to the Atomic
Energy Act and the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act....” This announcement is likely to
please Washington, where successive
administrations have been unhappy that the law
places some minimal responsibilities on nuclear
manufacturers in the event of an accident. But, in
India, any move to indemmnify suppliers should be
a matter of serious concern since this could
undermine nuclear safety.

Moreover, the reactors that the American
government is pushing India to buy are extremely
expensive and their import makes no sense on
eConomic grounds.

Any nuclear reactor carries the risk of
accidents - some of which, such as the multiple
reactor meltdowns at Fukushima, Japan, in 2011,
«can be catastrophic. Such a disaster affects three
parties: the victims, the operator of the nuchear
plant {which, in India, is likely to be the public
sector company, Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Limited or NPCIL} and its supplier, which
‘might be a large multinational corporation.

Following the Bhopal gas disaster (1984) the
Supreme Court of India ruled, in 1986, in the
Delhi (deum gas leak case, that any enterprise
engaged in a hazardous activity is “absolutely
liable” for harm suffered by the victims. However,
in 2010, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government created a special law for nuclear
accidents that diluted this principle. Under this
law, primary liability is channelled to the
operator and capped at ¥1,500 crore.

This is unfair to victims because the economic
damage caused by an accident can be much
higher. The Japan Center for Economic Research
estimated that the eventual cleanup costs of the
Fukushima disaster could range from ¥35 trillion
0 ¥80 trillion (or T20 lakh crore w 146 lakh
crore) — more than a thousand times the cap an
operator lability in the Indian Law.

Assigning responsibility

Despite this gross mismatch, the law did have ane
slightly redeeming feature. Under pressure from
civil society groups and the political opposition,
the UPA povernment was forced to include a
clause called the "right of recourse™. This allows
the op o recoup o son paid to
victims from the supplier if the zncld.ent was
caused by "supply of equipment ... with patent or
latent defects or sub-standard services”.

Because of the historical monopaly enjoyed by
U.S. nuclear companies, liability ks in many
other countries lack this feature. Instead, they
completely indemnify suppliers. This simply
reflects the influence of powerful corporations
and is not based on a scientific analysis of
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previous accidents. In fact, design defects have
played a role in every major accident to date. A
weakness in the Mark 1 containment used in the
reactors at Fukushima contributed to that
acrident. This defect was flagged as early as 1972,
when a 1.5, Atomic Energy Commission official
warned that General Electric (GE), the reactor’s
designer, had used “data from tests not
applicable to accident conditions™ in safety
assessments. The official recommended that
“such designs not be accepted for construction
permits” in the future. GE simply brushed aside
this concern and, because it is indemnified by the
Japanese liability regime, has not paid anything
for the Fukushima accident,

Indemnity remowves any direct economic
incentive for suppliers to ensure reactor safety
once a sale is completed. This is not a
hypothetical concern. Following the 1979
accident at Three Mile Island, the Kemeny
Commission established by the ULS. povernment
noted that Baboock & Wilcox, the supplier of the
reactor, had identified a safety hazard in an
“earlier accident, bearing strong similarities to
the one at Three Mile Island™. Even though an
engineer at the company had “urged, in the
strongest terms, that clear instructions be passed
on to the operators” to mitigate this hazard, the
supplier failed to do so.

Backtracking on progress

Nudear suppliers were furious at the idea that
they might have to pay for accidents in India. To
appease these companies, the UPA government
‘made farcical attempts to dilute the right of
recourse, both during and after the
parfiamentary debates on the law. This led the
Bharatiya Janata Party leader Arun Jaitley to write
that a "leopard never changes its spots.”

However, after assuming power, the National
Democratic Alliance government has pursued
precisely the same policy of prioritising nudlear
corporations over potential victims. Following
1.5, President Barack Obama’s visit to India in
2015, the Ministry of External Affairs issued a set
of “frequently asked questions” downplaying the
operatar's right of recourse, and disingenuously
sugpesting that it could be bypassed using a
contractual arrangement between the supplier
and the NPCIL.

These machinations have not satisfied 1.5,
suppliers who are unwilling to expose themselves
to any begal hazard in India. Their concerns are
easy to guess. Although the current Bability cap is
low, & future government might rationalise it to
reflect the true cost of an accident, exposing
these companies to large inancial risks.
Moreover, accepting even minimal liability in
India endangers their cosy arrangements in other
countries where they have successfully
demanded complete indemnity.

Finally, if the liability kaw mandates an
assessment of the supplier's culpability, this
might allow victims to hold executives
tor account using criminal laws in the event of a
disaster.

U.5. officials have actively lobbied on behalf of
these politically influential companies. The
outgoing LS. Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti,
recently indicated that he had been in touch with
leaders from both the ruling party and the
Opposition in an effort to have the law amended.
He also lamented that LS. corporations had been
unable to sell a single reactor to India nearly two
decades after the US.-India Civil Nuclear
Agreement. However, this has allowed India to
avert a costly mistake as the troubled track record
of these reactors in their home country shows.

The leading American reactor design on offer
is called the AP1000. Electric utility companies
commenced construction on four such reactors
in the 1.5, Two of these reactors, in South
Carolina, were abandoned after repeated delays
and cost escalations even though more than $9
billion had already been spent. Two other
reactors, in Georgia, were completed at an

popping cost of $36.8 billion, over 250% of
I:he 5H4 hillion estimate provided at the start of
construction.

These high costs translate to expensive
electricity. Even taking into account lower labour
costs in India, the cost of electricity from such
reactors would be several times higher than
competing sources as the writers of this article
showed in a 2013 study in the Economic & Political
Weekly. Small modular reactor designs, such as
those offered by the 1.5s KuScale Power
carparation, are likely to be even less economical
since they lose out on “economies of scale”.

Hollow safety claims
The debate on liability also exposes the
exaggerated safety claims made by suppliers.
Westinghouse claims that a large release of
radiation from an API000 reactor would happen
only once in 50 million years. If reactors are so
safe, why would nuclear vendors take extreme
precautions to protect themselves from the
consequences of an accident? If companies such
as Westinghouse recognise that the risk of an
accident is real and are unwilling to risk financial
losses, why should Indian citizens who live near a
reactor be willing to risk their lives and property?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi projects an
image of a strong global leader. However, the
government’s announcement on the lability law
is a revealing commentary on that message.
When faced with pressure from the US.
government, which puts the profits of U.S.
corporations above all else, Mr. Modi's
government seems unable to stand up for the
basic rights and the safety of Indians.

Budgeting for a gender-inclusive ‘Viksit Bharat

government's commitment to inclusive

development, balanced growth and
prioritising the well-being of four key population
groups: the poor, youth, farmers, and women. In
aweltome announcement, the Finance Minister
set forth a holistic vision for Viksit Bharat (or
Developed India) with ‘zero poverty, universal
good quality school education, 1006% skilled
labour with meaningful employment, 70%
WOIMER in economic activities, and India as the
food basket of the world.” The explicit inclusion of
women s 8 priority group within this national
development framework is commendable and
reinforces the government's pledge towards
women-led development.

T he Union Budget 2025:26 emphasises the

Gender budget allocation

One of the most notable advancements in the
Budget is the increase in the gender budget to
8.8% of the total Budget, a significant jump from
6.8% in the previous year. This is the highest
allocation in two decades, with 74.49 lakh crore
spread across 49 Union Ministries and
departments. It reflects a strong commitment to
creating a more supportive and empowering
environment for women and girls. Further
strengthening this commitment, 12 additional
central Ministries — many from non-conventional
sectors such as railways, ports, shipping and
waterways, land resources, pharmaceuticals, and
food processing industries — have i

gender budgets, reflecting a whole-of-government
approach to gender mainstreaming.

As in the Periodic Labour Force Survey, India's
female labour force participation rate (FLFPR)
measured at usual status has steadily risen,
reaching approximately 42% in 202324 from 33%
in 2021-22. This is approaching the global average
of 47%, as reported by the International Labour
Organization. However, a 37-percentage point gap
remains when compared to men’s labour force
participation of 79%. Achieving the ambitious

of 0% women’s participation in economic
activities by 2047 necessitates in
imvestment in skilling, employment,

is Courtry
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budgeting can
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national growth

entrepreneurship, access to productive
resources, and social security entitlernents —
areas that the Budget has acknowledged through

its various schemes. Key initiatives sud| as the

government’s intent to hamess Al for social good.
Astedmolugi:alad\'anmzms redefine the
future of work, investing in digital education,
slr.ills and enterprise training for women will be

Skill India Programme, P p and
Skill Development Programme (ESDP), szna]
Skill Training Institutes, Deendayal Antyodaya
‘Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM), the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), PM
Employment Generation Programme, PM
Vishwakarma, and Krishonnati Yojana have seen
a combined increased allocation from 7119 lakh
crore to 11.24 lakh crore this year. Approsimately
52% of these funds are directed toward women
and girls. Additionally, new schemes such as the
Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Kmln‘l’n]ina.
first-time scheme,
livelihood for urban workers initiative, and
Centres of Excellence for Make in India, will play
a critical role in fostering women's workforce
A focus on gig workers
‘With 90% of India’s working women engaged in
the informal sector, the Budget's proposal to
formalise gig workers by issuing identity cards
and registering them on the e-Shram portal is a
significant step. This initiative has the potential to
empower millions of women by providing them
with formal identity, access to social security
entitlements, and financial inclusion benefits.
While the gig economy has offered women
financial independence and flexible work
arrangements, it often comes with low wages, job
insecurity, and a lack of employment rights,
including maternity benefits. The znfurtzment of

to ensuring equitable outcomes in the
workfurl:z and benefits for the entire economy.

A diversity of economic roles

Financial institutions must recognise women's
diverse economic roles, particularly in
agriculture, entrepreneurship, and employment.
For example, simplifying documentation
requirements foor economic and social security
provisions, such as delinking Kisan Credit Cards
from land ownership, would help women farmers
avail loans and credit facilities that they can use
to improve crop yields, productivity and expand
their agricultural and allied operations. Tracking
access and usage of such schemes through
gender-disaggregated data would further
enhance their effectiveness.

As per the government’s Udyam portal, 20.5%
of the micro, small and medium enterprises are
women-owned employing about 27 million
people. Unlocking finance for women-owned
enterprises through collateral-free loans,
alternative credit scoring models, and targeted
financial literacy programmes will catalyse
economic growth. Bain and Company, and
Google, claim that establishing 30 million
additional women-owned businesses could
generate 150470 million jobs, accounting for over
25% of the job creation needed for India's
working-age population by 2030,

Budget 202526 provides a robust foundation
for advancing women's economic participation.
Iha]lsmg the vision of Viksit Bharat requrms

labour codes and the provision of compret
social security including

1 efforts in policy impl
ture development, and social norm

‘parental entitbements across informal and formal
sectars, will be critical to ensure women's

The establishment of a Centre of Excellence on
Artificial Intelligence (AT for the education sector
and a dedicated 2600 crore pender budget under
the India Al Mission, demonstrate the

transformation. By ensuring gender-responsive
budgeting, strengthened social protection, and by
fostering a labour market which includes both
women and men, India can pave the way for
women to become key drivers of national growth,
ultimately achieving the ambitious target of 70%
women in economic activities by 2047,

emerging efficiencies and ma)cllmsmg Al's puten
tial must remain central to India’s strategy. The
IndiaAl Mission’s initiatives, such as subsidised
acress to Graphics Processing Unit (GPU) clusters
and funding for promising projects, are encou-
raging steps toward this goal. Looking ahead, in-
tegrating Al education and skills training at scale
will be essential. Even if a significant share of top
Al talent moves abroad, India must ensure that its
domestic industry retains sufficient expertise to
remain competitive. Al will undoubtedly reshape
industries, and preparing a robust talent pipeline
will be key to ensuring that India not only adapts
but also thrives in this transformation.
cM
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Implications of the Al Diffusion Framework

he Biden-Harris

administration unveiled

a flurry of policies in

their last week in office.
The most extraordinary among
them is the Framework for
Artificial Intelligence (ATy
Diffusion. It has many goals:
preserving ULS. hegemony in Al
technology, balancing innovation
and national security, and
deterring LS. adversaries from
harvesting the strategic rewards of
AL These goals signal the U.Ss
strategic vision for Al heralding its
transformative potential to
advance economic prowess and
military dominance in the coming
years.

Mechanism of the framework
Compute capacity using advanced
Al chips is a key infrastructure
necessity in developing advanced
Al systems. Leveraging the U.S’s
dominance in chips and the Al
supply chain, the framework
extends the prevailing export
comtrols to cover the entire gamut
of Al technology stack, including
Al chips, chip-making tools, and
closed Al model weights - the key
to a trained Alsystern's learning
and decision-making abilities.

‘Countries are placed in three
tiers, each subject to different
levels of restrictions. The first tier
comprises key allies, irreplaceable
in the Al supply chain. They are
unconstrained in their freedom to
import Al technology. The third
tier covers key adversaries such as
Russia, China, North Korea, and
Tran. The framework perpetuates
the entire spectrum of export
comtrols and prevents the
diffusion of advanced Al systems
to these countries. The second tier
encompasses the rest of the world,
including India. The framework
establishes a systemn of limited
access to these countries.
Companies from the ULS. can tap
into the commercial opportunities
of Al in these countries as long as
they maintain only a tiny share of
their total compute capacity there
and safeguard against
unauthorised acoess,

The prevailing export controls

Besisrch Analyst in

have always been restrictive
against U.S. adversaries. At first
glance, this framework seems to
extend some of these restrictions
on all but closest allies and
partners. Indeed, major allies such
as Austria and Israel and other
strategic partners such as India are
not exempt from the rules.

the High-Tech

Geopalitics However, the limits and caps

Pragramame at The imposed are free-handed in

Takshashila satisfying any nearterm demand

Institution for Al chips from anyone but the
countries of concern. Even the
export restrictions on model
weights are for closed models that
far exceed any existing advanced

The Framework
fior Al Diffusion
evaluates India

Al systems. 50, it will be business
a5 usual in the short term.

The entire systemn is designed to
ensure that if advanced Al systems
that are more powerful and
capable than the prevailing ones
are ever developed, it will happen
omly in trusted American
geographies. The framework will
likely succeed in its objectives in
the short term and accrue the
benefits of cutting-edge Al to the
U5, and its closest allies. But it will
influence and reshape the global
technological and strategic
landscape in the long term.

Through a series of executive
actions, the U.S. has mandated the
concentration of global Al
technological capabilities within
its borders and those of allied
countries, American companies
seeking to establish frontier-scale
Al capabilities outside the U.S.—
whether motivated by bower costs
or more favourable policies — will
now face significant barriers. Even
among key allies exemnpt from
export controls, this policy sets a
concerning precedent of unilateral
American executive action that
could potentially deny them their
strategic priorities in the future.

These allies and American

solely by its corporations will likely hedge
technological ﬂﬂll:s_lxh possibilities, N
capabilities in pIng contingency plans to
AL while protect their iechaological

i i the interests and maintain competitive
Enoring the advantages. In fact, as Al
sirategic value technokogy advances in the kong
of the India-Us. term, the likelihood increases that
partnership America’s plans may yield

unintended consequences,
Countries, including U.S. allies,
will become more motivated to
develop independent supply
chains and sovereign Al
innovation to circumvent ULS.
technological constraints. This
could fragment the global Al
ecosystem that the U.S. currently
dominates,

Eroding goodwill with India
The policy framewaork
disacdvantages India, positioning it
less favourably than anticipated.
By discouraging the development
of cutting-edge Al systems beyond
U.5. borders, the framework may
disincentivise investments and
operations of Indian subsidiaries
of leading American Al
companies, This could create
conditions that risk drawing away
India’s pool of top Al talent and
impeding knowledge transfer and
technological innovation within
the country. This could be a major
point of contention for India,
given the implications on its
technological and economic
interests.

The framework evaluates India
solely by its technological
capahilities in AL while ignoring
the strategic value of the India-1.5.
partnership. It also disregards the
substantial social capital built
between the two countries
through recent technology
cooperation, including advances
in semiconductor manufacturing
collaboration. Instead, it serves as
a stark reminder of the 1.5, Jed
technology denial regimes that
restricted India’s acoess to nuclear
technologies for three decades
following its nuclear tests.

There is a disconnect between
America’s export control policies
and its strategic partnership with
India regarding Indo-Pacific
cooperation and shared goals of
countering Chinese influence in
the region. This misalignment
risks undermining the bilateral
relationship both nations have
carefully cultivated in recent
years. It could compe! India to
hedge against its technological and
economic dependence on the ULS.

Reopening fiscal wounds

The Union Bi

STATE OF PLAY

Rajwi
iathehindi co.in

he Union Budget
T sparked anger in Kera-
la over the Centre's
“continued neglect” of the
State on the fiscal front. For
some time now, there has
been deepening distrust bet-
ween Left Front-ruled Kerala
and the Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) government at  the
Centre in the financial realm.
The Kerala government has re-
peatedly accused the Centre
of nitiating lopsided policies
that have worsened the imba-
lances in the sharing of reve-
nue resources and of weaken-
ing cooperative federalism.
The CPIM-ed Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) government
and the C led United

has left the Kerala

Kerala's Finance Minister
K.N. Balagopal described the

Union Budget as "extremely
disappointing” and =aid that it
lacked a pan-India perspective
that was sympathetic to the di-
verse needs of the States. Ex-
pectedly, the State Budget pre-
sented by him on February 7
allocated the first tranche of
750 crore for the landslide-af-
fected people of Mundakkai
and Chooralmala in Wayanad.
The Post Disaster Needs As-

document p 1

Democratic Front (UDF) criti-
cised the Budget for "ignor-
ing” the State. Predictably, the
Kerala unit of the BIP was
quick to describe the Budget
as a windfall for Kerala. But its
narrative was drowned in the
controversy which  erupted
over Union Minister George
Kurian's remark that if the
State wanted more funds, it
should perhaps declare itself
backward in terms of infras-
tructure, education, and so-
cial welfare so that the Fi-
nance Commission can make
helpful recommendations.
Apart from demanding
again a 124,000 crore special
economic package for over-
coming financial distress, the
Kerala government also plead-
ed for a T2,000 crore package
for relocating the survivors of
the landslides that occurred in
Juby 2024 in Wayanad, and for
5,000 crore of special assis-
tance for the Vizhinjam port
project, which it calls a game-
changer for maritime trade.
These requests were ignored.

by experts had estimated the
cost of post-landslide recon-
struction and rehabilitation to
b 22,221 crore.

The Railway Budget, too,
left the State disappointed.
Although Kerala has been allo-
cated 13,042 crore for deve-

ernment deeply disa

inted

dling allocation from the divis-
ible pool and unfair curbs on
borrowings.  Kerala  had
maoved the Supreme Court Last
year, challenging the Centre’s
decision curtailing its borrow-
ing capacity. Before the 16th
Finance Commission’s tour of
Kerala in December 2024 for
drafting recommendations,
the Left government hosted a
conclave of Finance Ministers
of non-B[Pruled States for es-
tablishing common ground an
shared fiscal grievances.
Kerala has repeatedly
drawn attention to its divisible
tax pool share that has shrunk
from 3.88% under the 10th Fi-
nance Commission to 1.92%
under the 15th Finance Com:
mission. In the face of dimin-
ishing central transfers, Kerala
has, however, managed to im-
prove its own-tax and nondax
revenues, though it faces
tough financial questions that
have no easy answers. The NI-
TI Aayog Fiscal Health Index
2025 placed Kerala among "as-
pirational States” that have
“consistently” faced fiscal
challenges over the past nine
veirs, “These States face high

loping  rail ture,
none of the projects specifical-
Iy demanded by it, including
long-pending ones such as the
Nilambur-Nanjangud line or
the Sabari mail, were
announced.

The Left's narrative that
Kerala has been punished yet
again for its hard-earned pro-
[gress in sectors such as educa-
tion, health, and social wel-
fare was inbuilt in the
criticism. Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan again accused the
Modi government of failing to
honour the federal principles
upheld in the Constitution.

This is the latest episode in
the long-drawn-out struggle
between Kerala and New Del-
hi over what the southern
State describes as its dwin-

:Iel:lt large interest payments,
weak revenue and
imefficiencies in capital expen-
diture, with reliance on non-
tax revenue impacting their
fiscal health and rankings”
said the report, which ranked
States for the 2023 fiscal. It
termed “low quality of expen-
diture” and “debt sustainabili-
ty" as two of the significant
challenges in Kerala's path.

It remains to be seen how
the 16th Finance Commission,
which is expected to submit its
recommendations by October
31, 2025, will play out for Kera-
la and its tax devolution con-
cerns. That said, it is evident
that delicate negotiations on
the financial front with the
Centre will continue to be the
State’s top priority, at least in
the short term.

A Ilyear high of 55% urban residents report stagnant income in 2025

Concerns over stagnant income levels evershadowed optimism about reduced expenses among urban consumers

| DATA POINT

Nignesh Radhakrishnan

rban consumers in India
U began the new year with

both hope and concern.
On the one hand, India's retail in-
flation eased to a five-maonth low of
4.31% in January, providing some
relief to consumers by reducing
the pressure on their household
expenses. On the other, worries
about the employment scenario
continued to weigh on them. In-
come levels too have been stag-
nant - in January, 55% of urban
comsumers reported that their in-
come levels had remained un-
changed compared to the same pe-
riod last year. This is the highest
such share in nearly 11 years.

A5 CONCErNS over stagnant in-
come levels overshadowed any op-
timism about reduced expenses, a
growing share of urhan
remained pessimistic about the
broader economic outlook as the
new year began, says the Reserve
Bank of India’s Consumer Confi-
dence Survey, which was conduct
ed across 19 major cities in Janu-
ary. It covered 6,081 respondents,
of which 52.4% were women.

Chart 1 shows the share of res-
pondents who said that the prices
of commodities had increased;ide-
creased/stayed the same in Janu-
ary 2025 compared to a year ago.
The share of respondents who re-
ported an increase in prices in Ja-
nuary this year (93%) was the low-
est since July last year. Around 1%
of the respondents said that prices
had declined, which has been the
case since the pandemic. An in-
creasing share said that prices had
continued to remain the same.

Chart 2 shows the spending
perception on essential items. The
87.6% who said that spending on
essential items had increased was
the lowest since September 2024,
Less than 2% of the respondents
felt that spending on essential
items had declined, aligning with
the past trend. Close to 11% felt that

M
K

it had remained the same.

Chart 3 shows perceptions of
spending on non-essential items.
There was a slight increase in the
share of respondents who report:
ed that their spending on non-es-
sential items had remained un-
changed compared to a year ago.
The share of those who stated that
their spending had increased de-
clined marginally in January 2025,

Orverall, on the spending front,
conditions have slightly improved
or have at least not deteriorated
further, as reflected in Charts 1, 2,
and 3.

Chart 4 shows perceptions of
income levels. The share of res
pondents who reported that their
income levels had remained un-
changed compuared to a year ago
reached a record high in January.
There was a decrease in the share
of respondents who indicated a
decline or an increase in their in-
come.

Chart 5 shows urban consum-
ers' perceptions of employment.
About 42.7% reported a decline in
job opportunities compared to a
year ago. Following the sharp drop
in the employment sentiment dur
ing the pandemic, there had been
a steady recovery since, with an in-
creasing share of respondents re-
porting improved job opportuni-
ties. However, this trend reversed
in mid-2024, as pessimism about
the job market began to grow. This
pessimism has deepened further
in the current year.

Charts 4 and 5 reveal growing
challenges on the income front.
Job opportunities are becoming in-
creasingly scarce, and those who
are employed are grappling with
stagnant income levels, highlight-
ing thE muumln,g financial pres-
sures faced by urban consumers.

Pessimism over stagnant in-
come levels has had a significant
impact on consumers, with 43% of
them stating that the overall eco-
nomic situation had worsened in
January compared to the same pe-
riod last year. This is the highest
such share in at least a yoar (Chart

1%
»

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The M@ Findu.

Mixed feelings

The data for the charts were sourced from the RBI's Consumer Confidence Survey - January 2025
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US. Congress probe into
hiring of military trainers
‘Washington, Feb. 12: Rising unemployment in
the U5, and the hure of high pay and adventure
in exotic lands is persuading a2 number of
Amertican ex-servicemen, who had fought in
Vietnam, to seek jobs as military mercenaries in
Saudi Arabia and Iran.

The latest disclosures show that a
1,500-strong American private force,
by a former Major-General, is in
Iran to help create a helicopter strike force
known as the Iran Sky Cavalry Brigade. It will be
modelled after a similar American unit that
fought in Vietnam.

The Bell Helicopter International, a private
American company which has a five-year
contract with the Iran Government to provide
this tactical training force, is a sister firm of the
Bell Helicopter Company, which sold over 450
attack helicopters to Iran two years ago.

Though the U.5. Government is not involved
in this particular training contract, it was
revealed early this week that another private
company, the Vinnell Corporation of California,
had a §77 million (Rs. 61.6 crores) contract with
the U.S. Defence Department to provide a
1000-man special force unit to train Saodi
soldiers to protect their oil fields from invasion
by foreign troops.

Both Sawdi Arabia and Iran have been buying
huge quantities of arms from the US. with their
oil riches, and some of the weapons supplied
are so modern and sophisticated that even the
U5, armed forces have not started to use them.
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Indians in E. Africa

Bombay, Feb. 12: Opposition to an Indian official
being sent out to East Africa to inspect an area in
the Lowlands of Kerya for Indian Colonisation,
was voiced by Mr. C.F. Andrews who was
interviewed this afternoon by the Associated
Press. The African population of Kenya, said Mr.
Andrews, needed all available lands for their
expansion and their paramount interest should
be respected, for too much land had already
been alienated from them in the Highlands and
if passible some of this land ought to be
recovered for African use, because Native
reserves were already proving too small.
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ARJUN RAGHUNATH

class 1 student of aschool in Palakkad
districe, Kerala, was recently caught
n camern threatening o kill his
lcnclucrlm‘rm:ul‘:hummlprimmlalwt
the
Even be[un. Kerala could process the
shock of this incident, another tragic story
emerged—thecaseolal5-year-old bay from
a schood in Kochi, who allegedly suffered
relentless bullying from his classmanes,
O January 15, he ended hislife by jumping
Trom the 26th loor of his aparment.
These two incidents serve as a reflec
u'nn—ot n:lv.'r as stark wamings—of the

PANORAMA
Bullying, stress, dlgltal exposure and atroubling teen transformation

llndtrmwl Jincich

ol the world, the

{owever, ine

dynamics of parenting and the decline of
miral values insockety,
Although only a Few cases of brutal rig:

“In one of the recent widely discussed
cases, we found that the child had Attengion
Dieficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), but
nedther the parents nor the teachers had

bullying insc ¥
faced. i e

identified it. It seems to be the oaoomee of
the d pmrenmnld ruld tench-

~1In

iy be just the tip of the eberg, There is
alsoatendency amon g schools tosuppress
such incidents to protect their repute
ticn, whvich only hintes the stress on

er-sudent rel ships,” he exg
the Pabikdkadincident, teach

ing." said Indira Rajan, secretary general
of the National Council of CBSE Schools,
She also emphasised that it has been
a well-settled fact that the character of
a child is moulded at his or her home, In
st cses, students who face diselplinary
issues lack parental attention, Primary

gtl’\lk1m:d for sharing the video of the stu-
lent's violent behaviour on social media i in-
tendof adldressing the &

victims, sometimes pushing them o take
EXIrEmesteps,

Kerala State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights Chairperson K V' Mano)
Kumar notes a rise in aggressive behay-
fowur among teenagers after the Covid-19
lockdowns. It seems the post-Covid stress

. et ikdren. The

School lnamucmanilmadmll the fact
that reacher-student relationships are o
as strong is they onee were but argue that
parents are more responsible for this.

“There have been cases where parents
address teachers disrespectfully in front of
lhvlrcl:llchm Somewell educated parents

m:pusm to video games could ereate o

nseof and urge o winamong,
chldl\:n twillaffect their ability o negote
e, tw!tunl];lmr.ln\zlu.lundrmarlumlu

qb..-rm‘k‘.l.mlmumthlhdm mmﬂlji.u\
pnm!wnlimn nﬂs umuﬂlldcﬁmby
any mes

9

needs o change. Personality development
should be imegrated inge the curriculum
right from an carly stage so that children
develop the capabilicy o understand what
isgood, and whatis bad," she sald.

She also expresaed scepiicism about
steps such as installing surveillince cam-

caregivers, mostly mothers, are key figures the crus s a deterrent, "Insmld

in nm:cm;; even subﬂe dmnﬂﬁ In their  brutalacts th ' hMM of i 1, cordial appi

children's | these He also noted that even upper primary el o bcm‘ in "
d wrgeting ‘ v Feguir

mnu To address |l'u& the council has
nitinted a programme o form groups of
mathersatall | 500-phsrecognised CRSE
ﬂ:lwnh in Kl:l s, A healthy interaction of
heiret Wit best
stress-bustens for children," she said,
Child pl,\dlmlog'ms aeribute rising ag-

smd.ems to increased exposure (o diuiuﬁ
o life ANEEs.

troubling transfor
dergoing. fmggingand bullying werconce
eonfined 1o college campuses, schools are
o mrl\suuu]ynilnmlu mun-vulw

commission is even considering a detailed
study on the ssue,” he said.

Avcor

FETY

L i ke p
T At H

and aggress

Fail
Failur

ologise o
their children after blindly believing false
narratives about elassroom incidents. In
such a seenarko, it 1s no surprise that st-
dem-teacher relationships are diminish-

chi
Dr ) Jeash at the

duc topersistent ragging and bullying.

“Children are now getting everything
they need at their doorstep through simple
processes, Whetheritis foodoltheir choice
orevenabookor pencil, Thisindeed affects
the tolerance capabilities of children,”
sald Kumar,

Advocae J Sandhya, former memberof
the Kerala State Commission for Protec-
tion of Chilkd Righes, blames the changing

ik |(nm'ml'ulmdrm-

B, 2 prof
Tehavioural Pacdiatric Unit at the SAT
Hospiral, Thirevananthapuram Govern-
mient Medieal Collegse, sakd that toa much

India is acutely aware that trade and immigration issues are a potential double
whammy. Butitbelieves it can preserve growing ties

MUJIB MASHAL

& he prepared vo o w Wash-
ingron thisweek, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi apoke
of building on the warm
relations he shared with
resident Donald Trump
churing his first term in the White House,
But Trumpean bea fickle friend. Sowhen
Mol meets with lilm today, he lsexpected
o beear offerings designed 1o ease emerg:
ingpointsof friction and preserve growing
Us-Indiaties.

pe ) )
huw:snnd :hn:domem: m]mnlesare in
talkstoi

ergysupplies, particularly lnp:fﬂlnn.urul
gtins, The two leaders are also expected o
discuss expanded spending on USdefence
equipment and potentially anmounce new
deals,

In addition, Modi ean poine to recent
reductions in Indian tariffs on high-
end American motorcycles — namely
Harley-Davidsons — and the prospect of
lower duties on like bourbon and
pecans, which are produced mainly in Re-
publicanstates,

These maoves, though largely symbal-
i i some cases, are intended w0 placate
Trumps initationover the American trade
deficit with India and the high importdu-
ties that make India o difficult market o
enter.

(n another big source of tension, ille
seal immiigration, Mo has alread y offered
concessions, Indiaaccounts for the largest
gmpufmlgrdnl:i w0 the US ourside Lat-

. The Indian government has
I'|I|'Illl clear it will conperate with Trump's
deporationdrive, even asitcauseda polir-
ical headache for Modi last week,

The arrival of 100 shackled and hand-
cuffed Indians on an American military
plane, just days before Modi was to go w
Washington, left his government scram-
Dol o play dhovwr the episode and contain
adomestic backlash.

India is acutely aware that the trade
and immigration ssues are a potential
double whammy in Trump's universe of
preaceupations, So far, while Trump has
threatened even close allics with Dunulw:
tariffsover th

TARIFF3 &

M ILLLISTRATHIN: DEE P HARICH ANDWN

What Modi can offer
Trump ontariftsand trade

«charges of fraud and bribery against Gau-
tam Adani, a billionaire ally of Modi,
India salso hoping wmove on from US
legal actions rel to accusations of an
Indian government plul 10 assassinate an
American citizenon LS.
Even during the

afficials ook pains to deal with the assassi-
nation u\w!m\g( Iy prwu1th i H@n nl Imw
e

The relati

support in Wﬂi’lll\gﬂm IMLIIII!J: Mmong

vostayoutolhis cross hairs. IFunywumry
can wilk the tightrope of Trump's hurris
cane-force return to power, Indiy believes
inisthe one.

The twio countries, the world’s largest
democracies, have grown mare clmn.-ly

Jmmh-rswhum now in Trump's inner
din ns impaortant in shar-
Irv.lhrhm'.len naining China,

T aabedition 1o the “very close rapport”
between Trump and Maodi, Vikram Misri,
Incla's foreign secretary, has listed several
areasof “convergence of interest”between
the two nations,

How big is the tariff
on that Harley?

Tt and the Uniited States,
|!i|l'll|l.l n:ul

and, alone among Asian countries,
Indin ruuunclvlmdesmuu wuh
the United th

bﬂmn |m|m nnr.l the Unined aclvunmor::f
Sealesis | fioar dee surplus
bathsicles, Two-way tradeis growing — with the U‘slmbttﬂgnn\dngundn

Modi, What had been abou S20
Iu]hon o SM Billion annually shot up

Bnl important-

Iusiness with the US, India runs a
au]iuﬁ:l;nilmrilﬁhlppﬁ.lulaml
S8 billion worth of goods and im-

China, i and rival, Iy, bacl-and- forth wrade by
Yetuider President Donald two has been growing at asimilar
‘Trump, trade is a poantof friction, rite: As a percentage of the tal, the
Like virtually all countries that do surplus has stayed nearly steady,

India has a complicaned list of war-
M5, Theere are hundreds of categorices
i rates, which ean

pum:rl 342 bnlllun .ngklng 846 billion

y Misri d I Trump
they seeashared lhlm:hlaninumlngly and trade connections, mwcll as joint cf- docsnmhlﬂ.ﬂﬂmhndsnlhgums_
assertive China, four: ity He has railed agai 1esth

Moddi will be the fourth world leader to  in the Indo-Pacific region. He also high- sellmore to the UIS than they buy.
iehaad chall Ao e

mectwith Trumpsinee he wok officeabout
three weeks ago, after a visit wo the White
Hoise by the Japanese prime minister and

sraeliand Jordanian leaders

diaspora in the Uni d States, as well as
el i R A
the large

al
over wanr in the Middie East,

Trump and Modi share much in com-
maon. Both are strongman leaders who
hold largely transactional views of foreign
policy, witha populist's sense of what plays
well with the base,

Evenas Modi hasshown awillingness o
sealong with Tromp's muscle-Nexing, he s
working to get what India needs out ol the
relationship, T ha:lnmﬂmllmtylme with
Trump'spush to -eTa

During his first term, Trump called
Indlin "the gari king.” He polited
o Dk dhatiess a8 hiiggh as 100%
o some American goods. He was

area of al that y tariff he mrl:shops. In some cases, the fin-
oould help both leaders claim vicaories is saiid was blocki ley-Duavid, s o right back wthe US.
defence cooperation, particularly from exporting more motoreycles, What could India do o satsfy
spending, When India's trade officials reduced  Trump? India has spent between $1.5
India s the world's largest thast tarill, Trump paraphrased theme  billion and $4 billion on American

military arms, necounting loe nearly

theglobal ol according o the Stockholm
Instizute of Peace Research, For decades,
cheap and reliable Russian equipment

change wildly from year w year,
What does Indin trade with Ameri-
ca? Most of what these two countries”
trade Falls under the category of oil
and petrochemicals, or that of gems,
In both cases, the US ships vast
quantitles of raw or semi-processed
mterial 1o ndia, where refineries
OF gem-cutters process them in their

““Wie want to keep your president
Isn'c chint nice?”

we
in Washi Vwith Prime Minister

muade up the bulk of India's defence pur-
chm quip wasexpm-

legal actions.
There has been speculation that the
Justice Department could drop eriminal

Traach b

MNarendra Mndl tariffs are expected

defence imports in recent years. and
would have trouble taking on expen
sive new systems, like fighter jees, Tt

has ounstanding orders from Russian
rmd Fir mhcupplm Srill, we'»pnnn

ingUS auq:ll‘r‘:l;ul.\mmrrhldm'bm:a w0 Ihlm
The New York Times

I :.mlm-:lmlenm abour
thc trading relationship between

wmp duwnlhelmdflndwd.mu.
NYT

Ies, “Schools focus primarily

Experts also pointout that the lack of an
easily accessibile fovum for students in dis-
wress w0 confidemily share their grievances
s aresson for the mounting stress, leading
stucents 10 take extreme steps.
rances of ragging and bullying
con o rise, we also need to seriously
consider seting up anti-ragging cells in
schools as well,” said the chairman of the
Child Rights Commission,

Mot students at d\t-sdmnl level n:mmn
unawareofal

activities, Students gofor pe =}
upnmlr.unmaheﬂhell sehooling. That

for reportil SUPRL.
DHNS

Paatal Lok 2: Streaming
the subaltern

HARISH § WANKHEDE

In the landseape of contempao-
rary Incian cinema, OTT plar
forms have become a vital space

for bold, intellectun st

offeringaudiencesthe opportuni-
y to experience cinemma as an art
formiather than mereentertaln-
ment, For oo long, mainstream
Hindi einema—along with ies re-
gmrml counterparis—has shied

dignicy, aspirations, and a rich
culwral This iis particularly
evident in the nuanceel depiction
of women charncters, especial
1i|umnn‘:hu|nn‘1p1nn)'alnﬁ%
Meghna Barua, wheisintegral i
the narrative rather than a mere
plotdevice.

The: series excels in its dual
NACTALVE SIRBcture, weaving

tgether two separate investiga-
tions—one into the murder of a

ing,

wing the social i
responsibilides of Rlmmakers,
ynngngﬂwﬂ\
socio-political realities remain
rare, as the industry ofien fo-
-, melodrama,
and sensational narratives. Yet,
there is a growing appetite for
Fillmes ancl series char offer d
thoughe-provoking inquiry.
Paatal Lok 2 does just that, de-
livering a gripping crime thriller
that impresses not only with its
rich pallumunccs ann! stuning

harp

Stories that criicall:

CUISES O Specta

mare|

Naga leader and the
mhu—mtnrm sappearanceofa
Dalit dlaily wage libourer in Del-
hi. As these storylines comverge,
FPuatal Lok 2exposes the hidden
connections between disparae
lives, underscoring themes of
betrayal, class struggle, and the
human condition, This season
moves awiy from the formulaic,
preachy rhetoric of its predeces-
sor, epting instend for a more
existentialexploration of howin-
diu’dunlﬁ uwigan: ammlpl an(l

eeper,

sockl critique.

Hollywoa bas long explored
the intersection of crime, capi-
talism, and politics, from Cii-
n\!r:amm{lJ?“FluLA (.urqﬁr-fm

powerlessness. Paatel Lokis not
somne fictional dark hedl: its tor-
turous and painful realities exist
within the living world,

W'Jlllmudsuulin PaatadLok2
. i M

ehal (1997) vo Erin By
(2000). 1

instream

A

Hindi cinema has offered few
comparable nuanced storytell-
ing—Shanghai (20012) being a
notable exception, Paetal Lok
2 firmly establishes isell within
thistradition, offeringa complex
exploration of erime, class, and

ing
ivasis, religious mll‘ll.ll'll.lf'i. and
backward classes. Unlike most
mainstream Hindi flms, which
typically centre on upper-caste
protagonists or villains, Paaral
Lok 2 positions charaeters from

politics that

thriller genre,

Ab the heart of the series is
Jaideep Ahlawat's remarkable

i Chic

+as Hathi

with -

y's socio-political climare, s
outstanding performances, mor-
al depth, and imtricate narrative
make it a standout in the crime

marginalised communities ';n_:

subplot about Dnlll ctmmm
is heart-wrenching, Even the
protagonist, Hathiram, stands
apart from typical Bollywood he-
roes with his lower-middle-class
background, secular values, and
reluctance oconfonm to populist
tropes. This is o welcome shift

pe
hawry.the grinty,
This

Iy

towards the com-
amore I '} { Inchia's 1l fabric in

complex side of Hathiram, one
that embraces his Jaar identity
withnewfound nudacity while re-
wadning his humanicg He'saloving
hasband, a dedicated father, and
aman of moral comviction, Ahlnv
war's performance is both physi
mlly nnd emaotionally groun
e, ragged attire, and I‘nw
nmc m.nlu: him a comvincing
presence, His character arc cul-
s inaguictly powerful mo-
vihe final eplsode, wherea
Mesetiing: amile reveals the weight
of his jourmey through violence,
corruption, anc betrayal,
Another significant achieve-
mentol Paatl Lok Zisits portra
n] of Nagaland - region rare
given centrality in m.mmnnm

Hindicinema, Thes

a wity that resonates with the so-
il experiences and aspirations
of subsaltern fofks.

Thasaid, the seriesleavessome
characters, particularly Daniel
(played by Prashant Tamang),
undﬁﬂphmd. While their po-
tential for deeper development
isevident, certvin charncters, like
Renu Chaudhary, Hathiram's
wife (Gul Panag), wre relegated o
Iief appearances. However, this
isaminorcritigue inanotherwise
Impressive senies,

Fnataf Lok 2shall becelebraned
a5 braveamempiat repositioning
thie idea of responsible cinematic
art, Director Avinash Arun has
crafied a work that is both an ex-
citing crime thriller and o sharp

s viewers in the region’s breath-
rking landscapes, the sounds of
Maga language, and its com-
plexsocio-political realites. Rath-
erthan reducing Nagalandand its
peophe ioexotic hackdrops orste-
reatypes,theserics presentsthem
s fully realised characters with

the

socinl ¥, P Lok
2 sccedds in nIT:rmgl reil,
nuanced exploraton ol Tidia'sso-
ciorpolitical realities without sac-
rilicing its entertainment value,
(The writer isan assistent

professorat the Centre for
Poditioal Srudies, Schoolof Sock
Sedenoes fn JNU, New

umerss
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BusseAm o The divine experience
Sheikhand Karunanidhi 27killed in Bihar, Manipur
discumaulunnnw Thculm:amd Giita isa price- remain the same despite the gap of renowned Vedic scholars,
teew Delni, Fe 12 less and timeless masterpiece thousands of years, A few poins ralsed by Arjuna and

Maras, Feb, 12 At least 27 people, inchuding 14 security AMCHIESEIASLErs handing ot life The Git tol Lord lained by Krishna broadly refer
Kashmir leader Sheikh Abxdullah had a personmed and gw preskling officers, lessons, Th hings,inthe  Krishna d d ey evercoming guilt whilse on the
Afrminute discusion with Tamil Nadu were killed and several injured in ﬁmnfaoonmarlnnhmn Lord  streak of wenlmess and 2 hauleﬂeid.wemwmm
Chiof Ministor Karunanidhi at the landmine blasts and milieant afachs ik and hiis rela I i
latter's resii e i iggi ing of Amm dallbound iesof winrrior Arjuna as the war ab@ngslm:lybyonrsdmy
m&mcammmymmjm “prod- Lsallist praspeers manrred che First phase coste, r_mcdnndmmm'y Inaumqlm was pbout wmmlnmm dhespite other choices, reining
lems of mutual interest.” The Sheikh of polling im Bihar and Manipur with turm of Krishna's inof one's mind and controd

- rurnoat of 6010 krmlmnhcﬂummchrnmﬁwhli high in standard. and style of pne's senses o lead a disci-
eich other's views on many ssues 70 per cent. A truck ciarrying a CRPF umm Arjunu, dmllglhe: Kurukshetra  of delivery is exceptionally
meluding State wmw MM e war Par AKaurs-  besutiful inthe form of cou-
whegher ., the Ty b i PWG 515 wh vais, that occurred in the Dwapara Yoga.  plets, that need careful decoding sreetl, anger, st jealousy, attach-
Sheikh said lm:mwmmmm rrurmla Iandmhlmmhmu H-Mrmmmvﬂll.lunrnnmnr\-ty of the Sanskrit language, 1 grasp the ment, egoas they all iend ultimarely 1o
were, and on some athers, there was o vilkage in Kaimur dissrier by oy, ome  true For ulayman it is best wicrimise a person and make a fool ot
difference of apinion, the palling began in Rihar, mnymndcr. The answer lies herein Immnhmugh listening from Immed of him, tocoordinate one's plans with

that human frailties and emaotions

scholars or reading imerpretations by

many more deeper spiritwal kessons,

It can be seen that s of mdﬂykpmb-
lem: b
e prinei ples contained in thie Glm

Soirdoes ane good mgo:hm@hrhls
seripture at le mone's ifetime

e divine will for o peaceful life, and

and also write down the verses, paying
homage to Lord Krishnn's divine
words. His Holiness Sugunendratheer-
tha swamiji, refgning paryaya puttige
muatt pon Gl of Ldupi, has been propa-
ting this appeal workdwide and ma-
tivating every individual to the divine
experience, The fruis of one's libour
will notbe hard curvency in one's bank
necount, but divine ethereal experience
enriching one's spiritual ldey.
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Skill gloom
The L&T chief has raised a critical point, but welfare
schemes alone are not the reason for labour shortage

I s angst that labourers are unwill-

BTCHAIRMAMN St
I 1ngtowrknrmlucalefnrlubuJuntotheavallabill:yofguvmmnm

forcomfort
hewas mereh L he feelings of a lot of

rate India. Subrahmanyan may in fact feelvindicated as even the cnuntrys
apex court has come down heavily on governments and political parties

v g people
from working and, in states like Maharashtra, dreying up the labour force.
Even the most sympathetic observers would agree that the dividing line
between freebles and welfare scheme Is getting blurred by the day.

ndia's chvil avlation sector, one of
the largest and fastest-growlng in
th world, 1s a cornertone of ita
economic lransl'mmatmn W!II:
India’s

Justice BR Gavai

L

® THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
ANEW BILL POSITIONS INDIAAND GIFT IFSC AS A STRONG CONTENDER FOR LEASING AIRCRAFT ASSETS

A boost to aviation leasing

AKHILESH TILOTIA
ASHUTOSH SHARMA

developed economy by 2047, evil w!a-

member, standing commites for
|h| devalopmant of srcrak leasing and

thon will play a eritheal role | 8

W’!th L&T mpluy’lng amund 400,000 -
WN}‘ |,. bouit, 1n any case, thluisnot !hel'!rbttirne he

:ou?lam(‘ h d, th ital ouit-

GIFT IFSE, & chisf
aouul maragar idevelopment), IFSCA

Israisingth uetion
sector never fully vecavered from the exodus of mlgrant workers during

craft !sc:pmcd to run Into I:lrnd.mda of

Major Inclan alrlines have alreacy
1n el mrelora f 1 with

onshore.As of December 2024, 33 alrcraft

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRES
@ LAX WORKFORCE

S0, rather than promaoting them to be a part of

the mainstream of society by contributing to the

development of the nation, are we not creating
A aclass of parasites?

lines, h el By
reducing rlsks and ﬂn.\nclns costs, the
PLAC Bl should enalile aliings to access
maore favourable lease terms, supporting
et modemisation and expanslon,
The Bill's enactment ean attract glabal
lessors and financlers te GIFTIFSC, pro-
A1 f

defaultand recovery machanlsms, foster-
Ingg the growth of a domestic alreraft leas-
Imandﬂnanangmmm:nm:anbea

Billions of dollaes: the il P leasing oonmanm had established thele
Cmdd mmydldn't return, and llwu-whndldwm nuthuippl:d.w!]th the tem MII I\cnce |:Iayac1'll!c.\l role In the alabally With eacl presence In GIFT [I‘\C.\nd teased more | Indian airlines that are depend p"
¥ [ rdds of §50- de-t M,.nar ehgn ||.rrladlctlon& rheycanhcml‘ll I'rom
mr.furthl:r:ggra\ramdtheultuatlon L.lol:all}'.tlwavlatlon nnancingualua 100 mllllon lhm Iam alrcran orders rew-biod laland lined financing
So the point is that wel fare schiemes or freebles alone are not the reason ANOUNE Lo A Feg anda numb«ol’alrcranmslm. processes, and a more resilient supply
[‘,, this reluctancu ufworhenc o m]ouu- Mod_:]c Labour Foree Survey data as leasing companies, institutional in- billions of dollars nFI‘manclag Mrllnes The proposed Bill can add another la- | chain that is critical to achieve ambitious

1 l,-i%l'mm vastors, financlal Institutlons, and export have the option to elther buy or lease alr- | yerof strategic advantage to GIFT IFSC- expansion plans tocater to growlng dem-
"y N levelof 12.19%.And, the sh ple creditagencies.Indiais developing anavi- craft. With more than 58% of theworld's | based alreraft bessors and can make Indla and. A more efficlent and cost-ef fective
ol oy e ithon leasl d fl Ing s | aircraft fleet being leased, | a more attractive destinatbon for leasing aviatlon ecosystem ultimately benefits
Increased ta 46.19% from 42.5% during the snmu perl.od I-.xperla have ing global as well as d I d forva o activities. Like oth Indlaton | B
that the pan- I:mm-tomahl!shalm d among alrlines. The ratio In has seen bankmup b
dm'nlcludtoapmllfcratlmufmar]yéﬂ mllll.un. cople | I Suc- Gujarat Interna- India ks much higher than nd e risks climes: | T h thvity, and enh d travel
cesslve polley shocks ke d } | - thonal Financial Tech City (GIFT)Interma- -+ the global average, with B ucing risl alreraftowners, noed an ab-
sal ufﬂlrn | trans { :hag 'Inr“;'\x was und bt tional Flnancial 'icmmcel:lre IFSC).We Yool i .\" ’ Uity to pull thelr ansets out A holistic vision for the future
i o bedleve that th di f the Pro- it belng leased In such a corporate event, The PIAQ Bl represents a strategic
he l ] h h Kl e lack of wrd tecthon of Interests in Arcraft Objects fromfomsn lessors. ‘m thOPIAO Bill step to integrating India into the global
The real elephant in the reom ‘” ing orthe It Ac Ingtoa (PIAC) Bl 2025, in the Rajya Sabhamarks  Considering the strate- ll\ould enable Agame changer avlation financing ecosystem and com-
report from consulting firm Knight Frank, over 80% of the inthe i haping thelandscapeof theindus-  airlines to access  for financing plements the positioning of GIFT 1F5Cas
conutructlon uecr.or.whlchis thn mond largeutmplu)mntgnnerawr ls alreraft beasing and financing in India, lry and the critical role of o paveurable mmc.\pemmf:onmn- afinancialcentre. Tosustain this momen-
A, This is at th l--mw financing, Indla ls develop- thon {CTC), which [ndia sig- tumn, it I8 essentlal to promaote awareness
skill Development Corporation revealed a slgnlﬂcan: gapt bc.'lmun Ihu Aviation asa mal?" msm“h Ing an alrcraft leasing and lease terms ned in 2008, establishesa | amongglobal aviation stakeholders about
demandand supplyof skilledwor) India Th " " - m h d,compet- v hubat GIFT IFSC. gld:lnal : " Eﬁrpm- tha“ ges Ilamr I frol:';(ulb'l
tive market dynamics, and progressive tecting the ights offessors | [FSC,strengthen collaborations between
for skilled workers at an astonishing 103 million, while the current Nupply policies, the Indlan aviation Industryhas ~ Role of GIFTIFSC and financlers, The CTC s a treaty that s | alilines, lessors,
ftandu jtflfucut 74 rrllzlllll;n-l:n imbalance underscores a mrslr:g need for formed | I h GIFTClty's IFSC I emergingasahub | designed to facilitate asset-based leasing | and Irwest In capability and capacity-
L I training tors in the count gt { ket In th Id foralrcraftleasingand financingbothfor — andfl I fi: | i Ing a talent pool special-
Somelarge companies like L&T are trying to counter the problem throug after the USand China, Indian alines and p reglonal i duce th the | Isinginairer. dl

extensive skill training facilities and housing scheme for migeant workers.
But Isolated mdcwvwrsm not going tosolve the systemic problem. There

mobll.ity across reglons, [nw.'stlng invocational training pwgrammusto
equip the workdorce w!th the necessary skills for Femerging Industries am:l
partnership

culumwithindust y yawning gap.| Y
focuson tlwla-"lm"----"-m migrant the urbanand

The numberof operational alrports in
N darada b 157

ones too.vc'lth Its tax 1mt1m.regul.\-

.\Lrlimmlmm& I:ylncraaunglhc legal

As Indla charts Its course towards be-
ot hby 2047,

with a stated alm of the government to
Increase It to more than 350 hy 2047,

m. Iownuratlnsanslu andaprogmu
AT

n:e!mplmmtatlonofillmlillllmp-

11\("." s

Compared to other larg cOn-
lom of seats per head of I

pelllng value |:mpm!ll.on Eor alrcraft

inIndla bsstil low. Apart from th I
of the domestic marl:et lnmnat!onal

cwrther.\ast Ecwwam the [F%Li\lm

rlghla In case of
dcl'aultn.mdulnsdlapum.am fostering
Investor confidence. Implementation of
the CTC ls expected to ebevate Indla's rat-

dalry Yy i1 large

a8 Indian alrl

-urban [ ted, Lak wed safety
nets, While the Union Budget has taken some steps such as the establish-
ment of five National Centres of Excellence for Skilling, they don't signal the
urgency that Is required to impart skill education to a large section of the
young population.

To win the global money
game, US has to play

mmmmanﬂmm.mwlmlmmarwadlhcwoﬂdlamuchmoredlfﬂ:ult
than!:al\ouldhc If President Donald
hip— andtodefend

‘Within moﬂcounlrlcu it's easy enough to pay forsoodsor-crvlcus ormm\d
alot

dollar's role as th

symblotic hubs,

ktai-
lored for alrcraft Ioaulng o III‘!MIIlL‘ alr-

Ingin theAlreraft Working Group's(AWG)
uompllance Index. A higher AWG rating
Ing business coats for Indlan alr-

craft leasing and fi

the PIAD Bill and GIFT [FSC can provide
the perfect runway for Indla's aviation

ling environment foralreraft leasing and
Aranclng Indk Inck h

thandcreat-

forf )
Ing high-value jobs kocally,
Views are porsonal

Evolving contours of India-US statecraft

RAM SINGH

Profassor & head [EDOE), Indian institute of Foralgn Trade
Erma i ramsinghighift ecl

While India respects America First, transactional
diplomacy requires mutual benefit. India should be
seen as a partner in making America great again

WWMT uh!l‘l!nglo

moneymafnmi Bt malung Mmcnts across borders or cur

wards Agl

favourthe LIS, even at the cost of strategic
all!esllkell:e Fumpe.\n Unlon Can a,

sha, Jordan, and NATO membem lmlar
Ing that lhe b ls

I vh fa Western nathons, especially the US, have I , bt G20 rolein mlunerstmcslc Mlan aII!cslllm'ioulh

costs of 6% money It'sal keen Interest in Indla for two reasons — divides, uuhl I i ithel Blobal g and il |
sl tri wh!cha:eh!:reaalngﬁvl.ewcdaa mr'lal:yby :ountemalanclnschlna and ensuring her the US or China/Russia, as seen in hi I { hisp I dian negotl st dermand mﬂpmc
the I h ments — M Ind.n Pac- stance on Indla's Chabahar port, econombe policles disrupt trade relation- !l}',lcmamng LS urgency to counterbal -
g i ck d L g and terrorist finance, Hic.India fitsas th The US I:asmmﬂw:ly puncued fin- ships and erode the rules-based global Chlnaaadamocatlas for free trade
Potentlal solutlons rang link lonal | I Inth threhall -mﬂal d hlim- order, il nratlaaal radde am-
ingaglobal"Finternet,inwhich f fand ath i With Donald Trump's relurnaslhe d Indi tadopt a leappe- Quad lia, Japan, US).
ld | Icipating fes through mmuallygmmed huh,l’ol!l A7th US Presldent, by I ol ! ol £l I digltalisatl h B heUSAmink-trade deal India remalns committed o geostra-
Ically, though hasl k s st by the Groupaf denl In ahrupt lnd.w!dnallul!c aadtranu rrumphaa pro|>o-ed tarlffs up to L00% stmem'mmaleawln -win economic tegic autonormy through humanitarlan
I Hlee red h e cost of retall barder | m | markets, He is simul relathonship, allgning America First with statecraft rooted in*Vasudhalva Kutum-
Jess than 1'~b.and he duratl iy toless e e — won't e met by the tar- muuullam ruuma!ns geoeconomic ously reducing domestic Make in Indla. Toaddres US bakam It should advocate global knstitu -

et year, 2027, The LS has a cruclal rede to play In getting things moving — as noted

tlonal reforma, rule-based engagement,

Ina new report that | helped write for the Bretton Woads Committee, which | chadr, I!shlol'l"rlme Minlster Modi's US v!ult sing import duties toattract Amini-trade India can Increase ofl and la
Lat’ ufnousl’nm:mon Inmnt ! payments, whichare much closer to frultion, Indl- Trump's business-centrl strengthen- deal strategy can liquefled natural gas Imp- freetrade agreements, increased US inves-
vidual before they can be lnter- nal, and unpredictable nature mkwltlau ing the dollar but making orts not only from the US tnmlu ,and recognitbon of Indla’s rode asa
linked. Some urisdictions — nmably Brazi with Pix and India with the Unlted Pay- bilateral over multilateral deals under  US exportsuncompetitive,  Create awin-win from firms P inythe Indian Ocean,
face y ‘ “mnema Hm':ﬂl.sadmh!mratlmahlm His transactional diplo- 1 Invthird (! limate ch dipl
h dedl tobe dis placed. Not so the US, macy ls evident in post pon- relationship like (.uyana and Norway, mlhanml:lecmmﬁocu:laahovltal
| FedNow and Itl‘l1 from The Clwlng Houae domy Illtlc rect negotations, disregarding, | gov- ing tariffs on Canada and RECU- Onlllegal migrtion, India must high-
emance nmcnrm u.zn.wm UN].eng Mexbeo after recebving bet- rityand trade balance. light the contributions of Indian Amerl -
:ard&mmmdl’ayl'al noneol’wh!:hcntalltmlnalam However, thi Y Diefen showld I'o:uaon cans to the US economy, advocating for
settlement; banl:shavc little Incentive to upset | tl\emluu Canada] techand tariffwars (China),coer- haarlal:u asseen In China's reclprocal high linedvisa poll d gercul-
quo,which hant | i Gaza, PanamaCanal Gre-  1ffs and Iran's deflance of US pressure. I.ns[nd.ia'slnd.o I'aclfsc:tralm' Howuver, tural and economic thes. While IMI.\ Tes-
Giventhedollar' | rode | enland), and unilateral military actions Promising to end the Russia-Ukraine Indla st avold obsolete p [; Flrst,
i b glob payTent Byst (Somalla, Syrla). He employs tariffs,tech  war, Trump seeks unr daccess o Stryker hilcl dF-21 combat I by ||\¢1axllould
5h it i hans, cm«omlc aanctlont.aMtrade:m Ukra!nc W rare e.\rth TERCTVES worth 526 adreraft, ensuring all procusements align In mnauamrmerln making America
the process, it should requine banks to b, u.w.um purely hange fo wlth Malke n India .\ndlnm!ue full tech- great agakn,
nlLt bling ||||.4m I the LS, support, | ltilateral it The LIS d e In short, America First thes in with
vith | il d final sett) h Tn the US plolted ments an slnhal |:uh||: gonds (climare aadtahe mlndm neumltammutkmu Mahc In India desplte Trump's coerche
DUDLEY Brazil, lndl.\and moe romllyrurope Fees should be no geopall teally, and geo- change, goals) e GE hels,afterall,
oomberg greater forms af f lly, while adopting a coerclve d exl ‘lhcl'arls""m'-' F-404 dapache! s akb who und ds risks
The next task will be to link national i trade policy. He has th d Panama d g fossll fuel expansion, he despite delays, well. An engaging diplomacy can offer
In support of the G  tha Fi d ‘themnkiorlnler- over Chinese investments and floated id- de il wd deregu Indlarnust alsob LS eff ultimate solutions to the world largest
nat ply s dth pa. The BIS | il areenland and an- lates thy Hy Sector, mnﬂm!l to lower-val pply chaln ro- s ensurlng well-belng and
with Project Bexus, which ks developl Askan reglonal Vet it's da forthy bl def dl (testl ck b prosperlty for people of both natlons,
clearlynot enough.What' ded lsa rk I AR dl | negotiath (! llateral dl “ra:!d pro arms  critical minerals (1 dtech acoess) p-
parate nal!onaoall:e rules of a global system — Inclhud| i it ¥ l g le bargalns aak.'u toIndia, 'iandlmalna.rm Indone- ace sclences (secondary roles), nuclear Views are parsoneal
of ant-maney andards, and standards for part)
tothy he wrm lalerl R wary forward, The G20 mand-
wreaked great hamc dunnsllu: crisls, The El‘l Commltleem Faymmlaand Settle- THE EDITOR
ment Systerns worked with the Dealers to
establish the prlncualeslhalcha:hashoum and other ﬂaanclalmarhet Infrastruct- GST off track GST on its pramia is @ dampaner, We Adopt best practlces and complex input tax credit
umhad B i how wrbes, are sean veanng too far from the very accounting, India's post-pandemic
leeychallenp Idbe {ngthat all d apropos of "is GST a broken ethos of GET. With GST revenues in lmp]ementing GST recovery has been slowed by
oy land il |sts f the payment uymm."‘ it promise?” (FE, Fabruary 12), the bulk autstripping direct tax revenue, the By subsuming 17 indirect taxes of the tightened GST, Removing artificial
regime, inwhich each fi | ' [ Itscustomers of the in l:nnbuldonolooodl rates need to be rationalised, Bring in country, the goods and services tax classifications and adopting global
and I'Ilelnnummllcrepmlu an s ! oostly,Incon- and services tax (G5T) is borme three rates: 3%, 4%, and 12%. With (GST) had emerged as a tax reform to best practices in the implementation
slst, Ive,Instead,a | pepos I Itles, main- twiothinds of the population, GST the increasing affluence of the upper bring up "one nation, one tax" to al GST will reduce inequality and will
tadning (! vhy 1 be trusted. Th 1 bevaluabl what rates get tweaked often and with litthe strata, even lowering of sin tax to 18% Increase ense of doing business with resohve taxpayer conundrams over
e hy toalk, all gt functl h hly and rellably. legie. |t-mbut: the cost dynamics for s logi frer all, we should walcoma greater investment across sectors, But compliance and salving tax disputes.
Amerlca fits fromn the dollar's d hat , retailers and even incraased consumption at higher the reverse has transpired over time, —NR Magarajan, Sivakasi

countries like China and nm!aarewcklngmcontm liyaddmungmns bordcr

Py tha S coubd boost

consumars, While efforts to step up
health insurance hive lagged, a high

income levels to propel the economy.,
~ R Marayanan, Mavi Mumbai

Taxpayers face hurdles in terms of
complisnce with multiple slab rates
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It's easy to point fingers when things go wrong,

but true growth begins with self-reflection
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"The MBA dilemma: Why degrees

alone no longer guarantee success

Rl

A

DINESEH SOOD

Once considered a guaranteed gateway to lucrative careers, the MBA is under
scrutiny as unemployment rates rise—even among graduates from elite institutions

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ J1

We Fall" during owr school days through the simple story of

an old farmer who, on his deathbed, taught the importance
of unity to his disunited sons through a bundle of sticks. That story
still holds an important place in our society and has even gained
popularity because discord, disunity, strife and warfare have assumead
unprecedented proportions in the modern world. Today, one of the
most arduous challenges that face humanity is to establish harmao-

B Nl of us have heard the famous phrase “United We Stand, Divided

ny among people of different religions.

There is no doubt that political and religious leaders have time and
apain endeavoured to bring people onte a common platierm and find
ways and means to forge better understanding and acceptance of
each faith. But despite their hard efforts, not much has changed.
Hence, the greatest question of all at present is whether can the
diverse religions and faiths ever be united. If so, then how? If we
walk down history lane, we would find that one of the important rea-
sons why the need for religious harmony originated is that the most

he job market for MBA grad-
uates has reached a critical
flll\l.'lul'c, Sp:l{kll'ls conversa-
tions that resonate with a
growing number of aspirants
and professionals grappling with the
changing realities of employment, Once

a chef, a salon owner or a renew-
ahle energy technician, they should
be seen as pioneers, not failures,
The Need for Institutional
Change

Educational institutions must move
beyond outdated frameworks and

immunity against unemployment
or underemployment. Even more
telling is the global shift in job seek-
ers' d While travelling to
Canada, 1 recently observed an
MBA graduate running a salon
branded “MBA Barber Shop” This

must evolve from a broad-spec-
trum business degree into a
dynamic, skills-focused program
that i industry
trends. A 360-degree :q'!pm:n:g\
should include everything from
finance to marketing and HR.

evil from the world.

If we closely examine the growth of each faith through the centuries,
it reveals an interesting pattern. Even though there are some com-
mon values and tenets in all faiths, there are far too many miscon-
ceptions and conflicting beliefs that have continually fanned mis-
trust and hostility among the masses. t's quite imperative to know
that, at the time of their inception, every religion had the power of

purity, truth, and unity.

Gradually, cracks, factionalism, shallowness, delusion, deception
and ritualistic adherence devoid of spiritual significance began to
appear. Hence, instead of empowering spiritual values, religions per-
petuated dogmas, disciplines, and barriers that segregate people on
many lines. Many fall prey to the very evils they preach against, such
a6 the |ust for power, pleasure and money. There can be better undar-
standing, tolerance, and acceptance of each faith, but there cannot
be unity unless there is a single or common belief. So, what's the
best way to reach a common solution acceptable to all faiths?
According to divine knowledge imparted by the Supreme Almighty,
everything in the etemal cycle of the human workd drama goes through
a change, which means that everything degrades from a perfect state
to an imperfect, fragmented state. Be it human souls, nature, reli-
gions, or civilisations, almost everything passes through the sato
{pure), rajo (mixed) and tama (impure) stages as the time cycle spins

violent wars and conflicts in human history were based on religious
intederance and hatred. It might be a shocking statement, but it's
the harsh reality that religions, which are supposed to make peo-
ple more peaceful and loving, have today become the biggest cause
of discord and bloodshed in the world. It's so appalling to See orga-
nized groups across the globe sworn to spread terror in the name
of religion and carry out ethnic cleansing in the name of remaving

from the Golden Age to the Iron Age.

As of today, we are witnessing the tamo-pradhan (most degraded)
stage of all aspects of human existence, and religions are no excep-
tion to this process of change. Hence, we can envisage a unified
faith only in terms of the spirituality inherent in all faiths. 1t is said
that God is Truth, and true religion embodies that fruth. Hence, when
humans embrace that truth in their hearfs, there will be a unified
world. 5o, let us all stand united with one unified faith to welcome
the new world where truth, peace and harmony will prevail.

(The wriler is & spintual educalor and popular colummss; views
are personal)
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makes tra

What us

Schools MBA !i:

seen as 4 surefire ticket to high-paying
corporate roles, the MBA degree is scru-
tinised for relevance in an evolving eco-
nomic landscape. This issue is not con-
fined to India alone; even graduates from
elite institutions like Harvard, Stanford,
and Wharton feel the squeeze. The Wall
Street Journal recently reported that in
2024, 23 per cent of Harvard Business
aduates were jobless.
usiness schoals 1i
Stanford and Wharton have seen simi-
lar dips, with unemployment rates hov-
ering around 20 per cent.
The problem is not j
United States. According to the
International Labour Organisation’s
Global Employment Trends for Youth
2024, 13 per cent of the global youth
labour force was unemployed in 2023—
a staggering figure representing nearly 62
million pcﬂlsz This unset
itional, generalist MBA
degrees less appealing than target
skill certifications. A recent Forbes report
highlighted how some MBA graduates
have succeeded by lowering their expec-
tations and opting for less conventional
toles. In an era where industries are shift-
ing dynamically, the |'iF{id. cookic-cutter
MBA model is struggli
The need for a 360-degree reimagination
of this degree has never been maore press-

st limited to the

trend

ing to keep pace.

ing.
DEgrﬂs Alone Won't Cut It Anymaore
One fundamental truth is becoming evi-
dent: degrees alone no longer guarantee
job or entreprencurship security. The
future bebongs to professionals who con-
tinuously upskill and adapt to meet the
ever-changing demands of the workforce,
tor be a clear, structured career
trajectory for MBA graduates—typical-

ly leading to consulting, finance, or

management roles—is now blurred. The
stark lEJ]iliy' is that a prestigious qualifi-
cation, while valuable, no longer provides

USED TO BE A
STRUCTURED
TRAJECTORY
GRADUATES—
CONSULTING,
FINANCE, OR
MANAGEMENT
NOW BLURRED

reflects an important reality—
many skilled gig jobs are vital for
halistic growth, but traditional
academic pathways have often dis-
missed such careers as unworthy.
Yet, most developed nations
respect oncs skills rather than
qualifications or f:lmilr back-
ground. We must ask: Why does-

WHAT
CLEAR,
CAREER Prestige

FOR MBA

TYPICALLY
LEADING TO

ROLES—IS

rofiess!

The changing job landscape
demands a fundamental shift in
how we perceive employ
education, and career s
acquisition is about individuals
learning new competencies and
families being sensitised to alter-
native career paths. It is about com-
munities understanding the imtlli-
of an evolving job mark
about cities and regions
acknowledging and respecting
those who possess the ;ki[l‘
essary to sustain a livelihood, irre-
spective of whether they hold an
MBA or a B.Tech degree.
The MBA has been a
nal and fins
tor decades. However, the econo-
my’s evolution demands a depar-
ture from this narrow thinking. In
India and many other countries,
social conditi
unspoken hier
White-collar corpe
celebrated, while vocational or
blue-collar jobs are often over-
looked. This mindset is outdated
and damaging in a world where mimfs that succy
adaptability and skills matter more
than mere academic credentials.
A 360-Degree Skil
What we need now is a complete
rethinking of education and skill
development. The traditional MBA

Is nec-
Waork

ing has led to an
chy of professions.
e roles are

s Revolution

MBA programmes must incorpo-
rate niche skills such as data ana-
Iytics, digital transformation, sus-
tainability management and entre-
plcncurﬂalp in beauty-wellness,
the most emerging sector. Instead
of theoretical coursework, there
should be a stronger focus on
apprenticeships, live projects and
n't Indian society do the same? problem-solving in real-world
Skill Respect Over Degree Lusincss scenarios.

Understanding Al automation,
and emerging technologies st

be a core part of the ©
prepare graduates for
roles. Rather than treating entre-
preneurship as an alternative, busi-
ness schools should actively pro-
mote and equip students with the
skills to start and sustain their ven-
tures. Business schools must recog-
ct.  nise the gig economy’s rise and
train students to navigate freelance
and contract-based wo:
Beyond Livelihood—Dignity in

Hedefining career success means
placing equal value on all forms of
work. Whether a person is an MBA
raduate managing a corporate
ivision, an Al o
tradesperson, or a self-employed
barber, their ability to contribute
meaningfully to society matters.
The prestige of a job should be
measured not
impact and sustainability.
Parents, educators, and policy-
makers have a role in fostering this
change. We must instil in youn

should
culum to
uture-ready

maodels.

align themselves with industry
demands. Business schools should
foster adaptive thinking, preparing
students for unconventional but
lucrative career paths. The focus
should be on problem-solving,
digital proficiency, and entrepre-
neurial agility rather than rigid aca-
demic theories.

Governments and industries
should also contribute by incen-
tivising ski
Scholarships, subsidies, and aware-
ness campaigns can help shift
societal perspectives on what con-
stitutes a respectable and reward-
ing career,

Conclusion: A Future Built on
Skills Once a golden ticket to cor-
porate success, the MBA faces an
existential crisis. I it is to rem,
relevant, it must undergo radical
transformation. A degree is no
long
matters is an individual’s ability to

ill-based education.

4 guarantee; what truly

adapt, innovate, and deliver value

I a skilled

in an evel
As a 5o
and encourage :.-'nur‘lf( profession-
als in their quest to disco

changing world.

y. we need to support
cer their
bs that

by its title but by its

not u:nnﬁm:&

to traditional white-collar profis-
sions. Regardless of their chosen
field, a skilled individual should be
celebrated just as much as a corpo-
rate executive. If an MBA gradu-
ate decides to become an artisan,

true pot
were once considered “odd” In
reality, no job is odd: what matters
is its necessity and impact. By
embracing
tive on skills and careers
build a maore inclusive, res
and future-ready workforce. The
time for change is now.
(The writer is a Co-Founder and
MD af Orane Infernational, a

Skl

ven i

360-degree perspec-
we can
ient,

Training Partner with the
National Skill Developrment
Corparation, and a Network
dia International
entres. View express are

personal)

Ethics-driven Al in predictive healthcare: Building a foundation of trust and accountability

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is revolutionising predictive healthcare, offering early disease detection, personalised treatment plans and improved patient outcomes

healthcare landscape,
Artificial Intelligence (Al)
plays a transformative role,
Eurlicul;u]}' in predictive
calthcare. Al's ability to
analyse vast datasets enables
carly disease detection, person-
alised treatment plans and
improved patient outcomes.
The global Al in healthcare
market, valued at approxi-
mately $15.4 billion in 2022, is
[:mic\:lcd o surge to $187.95
illion by 2030, growing at a
compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 37 per cent.

Yet, with this potential comes
a responsibility to ensure that
Al is used responsibly, ethical-
Iy, and cquilar ablishi
mework pric priva-
, fairness, transparency and
accountability is essential to
protect patient rights and

In today's rapidly advancing

GERALD JAIDEEP

maintain public trust.

The Power of Alin Predictive
Healthcare Al's role in predic-
tive healthcare is primarily
driven by machine learning
and data analytics, empower-
ing it to for diseases,
assess risk factors, and recom-
mend preventive measures.
By examining patterns in com-

prehensive datasets, such as
medical histories, genetic pro
files, lifestyle information and
real -time health data, AT can
predict the likelihood of con-
ditions ranging from dighetes
and cardiovascular diseases
to cnn:jplcn ailments like can-
nd Alzheimer’

‘This shift from reactive to pre-
ventive care can ease the bur-
den on healthcare systems
and improve patient quality of
life. For example, Al-based
diagnostics for diabetic
retinopathy have shown an
accuracy rate of over 87 per
cent, enabling early detection
and timely intervention.
Similarly, IBM Watson's
Oncology Al has achieved 90
per cent accuracy in cancer
treatment recommendations
that align with those of human
oncologists. However, to har-

ness Al's potential responsibly,
i ial to address the eth-
ical challenges it introduces.
Safeguarding Data Privacy
and Securi

‘The ethical use of Al in health-
care hinges on the responsible
management of patient data,
Predictive healthcare Al relies
heavily on sensitive informa-
tion, including medical, genet-
ic, and behavioural data. Yet,
the need for privacy is ever
more pressing— 72 per cent of
Americans express significant
concerns about data privacy in
Al applications, particularly in
healthcare.

In 2022, nearly 50 million
healthcare records were
exposed to data breaches in the
United States, underscoring
the need for strong data secu-
rity protocols. To protect this
intormation, Al systems must

prioritise ri%m'nu.l. security

mizasures such as encryption,
anonymisation and regular
audits.

Patients should also provide
informed consent, clearly
explaining how their data mrl
b used and stored. By centring
data protection in Al develop-
ment, healthcare can ensure
patient confidentiality and fos-
ter the trust necessary for Al's

continued adoption.

ssing Bias for Fair and
Equitable Predictions
Al's reliance on historical data
introduces the risk of bi
which can lead to predictions
that disproportionately impact
certain demographic groups.
Research has shown thar Al
models trained on biased data
result in 35 per cent maore mis-
diagnoses for Black and
Hispanic patients compared to
white patients. In healthcare,
such hiases could exacerbate
disparitics for marginalised
populations.
Ensuring fairness requires Al
systems trained on diverse,
representative datasets, as well
as continuous monitoring and
adjustments to detect and cor-
rect hiases. A study published
in MNature Medicine found
that Al systems trained on

inclusive datasets significant-
ly reduce diagnostic discrepan-
cies, underscoring the impor-
tance of inclusivity in trainin
data. Collaboration wit
healthcare professionals and
ethicists is also vital to devel-
oping Al solutions that are
equitable and serve all patients
effectively.

Promating Transparency and
Explainability in Al Models
The complexity of AL algo-
rithms often results in “black
b decision-making, where
the reasoning behind predic-
tiows is ot fully understood by
users or developers. In predic-
tive healthcare, this |':.I|Ik of
transparency can hinder trust
and adoption among patients
and healthcare pm\-‘iScm alike.
In a survey by the American
Medical Association,
cent of healthcare providers

expressed reservations about
using "black-hox" Al systems,
highlighting the need for
explainable AL Currently, only

23 per cent of Al-based diag-
nostic tools meet explains ﬁ
ity standards to ensure trans-
parency. By developing inter-
pretable models, researchers
can make Al decision-mak-
ing processes accessible to
healthcare providers, enabling
them to communicate Al-dri-
ven recommendations dearly
and fostering patient involve-
ment in care decisions.

As Al continues to advance,
astrong ethical framework will
bie essential to uphold public
trust and ensure that Al-dri-
wven healthcare remains a foroe
for good.

{The writer is CEC),
Medvars

persanal)
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Yunus Govt in the crosshair

Bangladesh army shifts away from the Yunus Government as it

calls for stronger ties with India amid chaos and downward slide

angladesh is currently facing a period of political uncertainty and unrest as the
quemmem led by Muhammad Yunus finds itself increasingly at odds with the

country's powerful military establishment, The recent statements made by General
Waker-uz-Zaman, the Chief of Army Staff, at the Dhaka International Marathon 2025,
indicate a significant shift in the military”s stanca towards the cmllan gnuamment His
amphasis on peace, stability and interniati particularly with India—
suggests growing dissatisfaction within the army ranks regarding the Yunus adminis-
tration’s policies and governance approach, The military in Bangladesh has historical-
ly played a crucial role in maintaining internal stability, often stepping in when political
crises spiral out of controd, With political tensions escalating under the Yunus govern-
ment, the army appears 1o be distancing self from the administration, signalling a poten-
tial realignment in the country's power dynamics. Several factors seem to be driving
the military's dissatisfaction with the Yunus govarn-
ment, This indicates the military's concems over the
deteriorating economic conditions and increasing social
divisions under Yunus's leadership. Persistent politi-
cal unrast could be damaging to foreign investments
and economic growth, both of which are essential for
national developmeant.
The military appears to be worried about governance
Inefficiencies and security concems, especially as polit-
ical violence and mass protests bacome more frequent,
The Yunus government's inability to control these dis-
ruptions may be viewed as a failure to ensure stabil-
ity, a key concern for the army. Bangladesh's military
lzadership values strong bilateral relations with key regional powers. General Waker's
remiarks about India underscore the army's desire for a pragmatic foreign policy approach
that prioritises stability and mutual benefits rather than ideological stances or populist
rhetoric. General Waker-uz-Zaman's statement emphasksing India as an important neigh-
bour and a key pariner in regional security and economic cooperation sUggests a sirate-
gic recalibration In Bangladesh's foreign policy. His remarks that Bangladesh *depends
on India in many matters” and that both countries should respect each other's strate-
gic Interests signal a clear endorsement of closer ies with New Delhi. India and Bangladesh
share deep economic linkages, including trada, energy cooperation and Infrastructura
projects. A stable relationship with India ensures continued economic growth and region-
al connectivity. Cooperation in counterterrorism efforts and border management is cru-
cial for maintaining peace and stability. Bangladesh's military leadership might be view-
ing stronger ties with India as a means to maintain a balanced foreign policy, ensuring
that Dhaka does not become overly reliant an any single regional power. the balance of
power between the chllan leadership and the military will be crucial in determining the
country's direction in the coming months,

Mann ki baat: L.eading

the global revival of radio

SANTHOSH MATHEW

As we celebrate World Radio Day, Mann Ki Baat reminds us that the essence of
communication remains the same—connecting, inspiring and bringing people together

adio is not just a medi-
wm; it is a lifeline that
transcends borders,
connects people and
mplifies volces. On
Warld R |.d|u Day, as the world
celebrates the power of this
enduring platform, India stands
at the forefront of a remarkable
communication revolution,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
monthly broadeast, Mann Ki
Baat, which recently aired its
L18th episode, exemplifies how
radio is experiencing a renais-
sance in the digital age, provi
to be one of the most effective
tovals of governance, inspiration,
and soft power diplomacy, When
UNESCCY designated February 13
s World Radio Dray in 2011, the
objective was cl 1 recognise
the influence of radio in fostering
lialogue, spreading awareness,
and beridging communities world-
wide,
In India, Mann Ki Baat is a testi-
maony to the enduring power of
radio, Launched in 2014, this
maonthly programme has trans-
formed into ane of the Largest and
maost effective communication
experiments in the world, reach-
ing milllions of listeners not just
in India but globally,
With an unr.\.\mllrfm ability to
engage audie through story-
telling, Modi's initiative wnder-
scores the rebevance of radio in an
era dominated by digital nolse. At
a time when many {\l':.-nlin:lm.i the
decline of traditional radio, Mann
K Baat has revived and redefined
its significance,
The program me
its s.m\p]u'i!e(
Every episode delivers not Jlm
policy discussions but also inspi-
rational stories of commaon
#ens, rools innavations,
tural heritage and national
achievernents. The 11 8th episode
was no different, weaving narra-
tivees that resonated with the spie-
it of nation- rnviron-
e collec-
tive responsibility, Beyond its
national appeal, Mann Ki Baat has
become an instrument of India’s
soft power diplomacy. The glob-
al Indian diaspora tunes in eager-
Iy, fostering a sense of connection
with the homeland, The broad-
cast’s reach extends beyond
national boundaries, often being

translated inte multiple lan-
guages, including regional
Seuth Asian longues, strength-
ening Indias diplomatic and
cultural ties with neighbouring
nations, As India emerges as a
global leader, leveraging radio
a5 a ool for soft power projec-
tlon enhances Its image as a
nation that values dialogue,
shared heritage and coapera-
tion, South Asia, o
bound by deep his
fural, and linguist
an um.xpun.é bridge in M.mn
K Baat,
The programmes themes
self-rellance, community-dri
ven initiati i
sustainability and youth
empowerment—are not just
relevant to India but also res-
onate with Indias neighbours,
In an era where integration
efforts in South Asia often f
political roadblocks, the revival
ol radio as a medium of cul-
tural and idealogical exchange
immense potential,
radio diplamacy,
|Im|u“h Mann Ki Baat, can
become a catalyst for fostering
deeper South Asian engage-
ment, promaoting shared devel-
opmental narratives, and cre-
ating common aspirations
among regional ||1u|ull-.lli.nm'.
The 18th episode once again
demonstrated huw adio can
be used as a
medium, Modi's interactions
with citizens, his references to

letters and messages from lis-
teners, and his emphasis on
people-centric governance
make Mann Ki Baat an inclu-
sive s.||1-.|.cr for dialogue. Unlike
social media platforms that are
often fragmented and domi-
nated by echo chambers, radio,
through this programme,

AS INDIA Idlm‘n'gn' as :llllmilying force
it connects the masses unin-
EMERGES AS A ||.‘l|'l|]'llm||g and intimately,
From the fishermen in Tamil
GLOBAL Madu o the farmers in Punjab,
LEADER,  fromn stadents in Meghalaya to
LEVERAGING  haner i Bust spesks to cvery

speaks Lo'eve
Indian, transcending linguis-
Rﬁfﬁ}gf tie, l(cnw'i\kph .u[\lr.li soxcio-
economic barelers, It harness-
FOR SOFT € rhrllnum-rul’imrylcllmglu
amplify the voices of unsiu:s

heroes, small businesses, a

POWER  \iyural custodians
PROJECTION Radio has always been a toal
of influence, but Mann Ki
ENHANCES ITS  Baat tal w step further by
combining traditional broad-
IMAGE AS casting with modern digital
A NATION THAT  integration, The program is
simultaneously aired on mul-
VALUES tiple platforms, including com-
munity stations, AIR
DIALOGUE, 31" \aaia
SHARED  and social me

This hybeid model ensures that
HERITAGE AND  the message reaches every
GOOPERATION demographic, fraom the rural

farmer with a transistor radio
to the professional un-
ing in via a smartphone app.
Om Warld Radio Day, as glob-

al discussions revolve around
the revival and impact of
radio, Mann Ki Baat stands as
a shining example of how the
medium can be harnessed for
nation-building and diploma-
cy. Countries across the world
can draw lessons from Indias
use of radio as a tool for con-
structive engagement, leader-
ship communication, and
plobal nuln..uh In an era
where p i
pant, radio’s ability to create a
sense of collective conscious-
ness is more valuable than ever,
India, with its vast diversity, ha
found in Mann Ki Baat ¢
fying voice that reflect
aspirations of its people. The
power of voice, the magic of
words, and the intimacy of
audio storytelling are elements
that make this programme
it just a palitical ative but
a cultura ||}|\hmmmnm\

A the world looks for ways to
relnvigorate traditional com-
munication platforms, Indias
..r.unplc showeases that radio

ing i age. Mann Ki
Haat 15 leading Iﬁ:ia revival,
proving that in the cacophony
ol tal noise, the human
volce still holds the power to

unite and inspire,
{The writer is an Associate
sor Centre For South

personal)

Breaking barriers: Building a
future for women in science

Trailblazing women scientists continue to defy the odds, proving that inclusion is

.
DHARMAPALAN

not just a matter of fairness bue a necessity for scientilic and societal progress

n the 21st century, where
I entif hu':lklﬁlk!lllﬂhi

continue to shape our
world, the persistent under-
representation of women in
sclence remaing a glaring
issue, Women have been at
the forefront of some of the
greatest scientific achieve-
ments across the globe
diverse fields from bas
ence to space sclence,
Deapite these inspiring role
maodels, systemic barriers
continue to stifle women's

participation in sclence, tech-
nology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM). Its

time we confront these chal-
lenges and build a future
where wormen can truly thrive
ervce, What kind of sci-
world ave we building
if we exclude hall of our
population?

Without the full participation
of women, we lose access to
a vast pool of talent, creativ-
iy, and innovative solutions
that could address some of
our biggest challenges, Many
girls are discouraged from
pursuing science from a
young age due to sterentypes
that [rame |h|.!lL fields as
“unsuitable” or “too difficult”
The so-called “leaky pipeline”
begins to take its wil as early

girls opting for
ed studies and care
who break

Waomen in research face
a lack of mentorship, unequal
access to funding and sys-
temic biases in ﬂlring and
promotions. i

The numbers speak for them-
selves; UNESCO reports that
anly 35 per cent of STEM stu-
dents globally are women,
and their representation in
leadership l‘|||}r.'\ remains even
lower, In India, the All India
Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) confirms that while
the number of women pursu-
ing science has grown, their
presence in top research posi-
tlans and leadership |u|n is
atill dismal,

Diespite these odds, many
Indian women scientists have

defied the status quo and
achieved remarkable success.
D Indira Hinduja revolu-
tionised reproductive medi-
cine by developing India's
first test-tube baby in 1986
and pioneering the gamete
intratallopian teansfer (GIFT)
l)t Soumya
fs leadership as

cie at the Warld
!Ic.:l]lhl]tg.mu\mmiwlI(H
ed a crucial role in glob-
al health policy. Kalpana
Kalahasti, a senior scientist at
[SRO, was Instrumental in
India's triumphant
Chandrayaan-3 mission and
earned a spot in Natre’s list
of notable figures in 2023,
These trailblazers not only

pushed the boundaries of

sclentific knowledge but also
broke societal barriers, paving
thee wayy for future generations
of women in sclence, Does
this make any difference to
the society? Society benefits
from maore inclusive and
comprehen solutions
when women are at the fore-
frant of scientific innavation.
Areas like maternal health,
gender-specific medicine and
community health interven-
tigms often flourish because of
women scientists who under-
stand these challenges first-

hand. Inclusion kst just about
fairne: about enrich-
ing science itself, So, how do
we move forward? Bullding a
future for women in science
requires collective effort on
meultiple fronts.

W must dismantle the struc-
tural barviers hindering
women's advancement, pro-
vide mentorship progranmumes
and promote policies that
ensure equal hiring, funding,
and career progression oppor-
tunities. Educational institu-
tions should actively encour-
age girls o pursue STEM
ficlds, while workplaces must
offer flexible work environ-
ments that allow women to
balance personal and profes-
skonal responsibilities,

It is time o tear down these
barriers and build a future
where every young girl who
s of becoming a scien-
tist can dio so without limita-
thons, When women are given
I.\E.l,lill opportunitics 1o con-
tribute to science, we all stand
o galn—from groundbreak-
ing discoveries 1o a maore
inclusive and prosperous
world.

Academic Affairs, Garden
City University, Bangalore,
views are perzonal)

LETTERS By, W hie);]

Al FOR PUBLIC GOOD
Madam — Artificial intelligence has
become a truly global technalogy, The
adoption of Al in healthcare, education,
finance, labour and transportation is
impacting society on a global scale while
fundamental breakthroughs are being
facilitated by research collabourations
around the world, s rapid deployment also
- es in terms of the reli-
ability of information, the protection of
sic rights and accessibility. It is the inter-
national community’s responsibiliy to
maintain balance in our societies and 1o
craft Al that respects universal values, The
Paris Al Surnmit has been focused on sev-
cral key themes related to opportunities,
benefits and governmance of Al
Also, these theme include Al for public
huml, W ?(]uh.\l Al governance, for inng-
vation and culture and for envirenmental-
Iy sustainable Al solutions, The aim of the
sumimit is to strike a balance between tech-
nological advancement and the preserva-
tion of universal values, The Paris Al
Summit is of significant importance for the
future of Al due to its focus on global gov
ernance, accessibility and ethical dwju]\

ment of AL The Al ALIum K
Paris, co-chaired
Naren

Maddi, she
France’s joint work in lﬁL five dedicated
working groups to tackle key issues for
tomorrow; Public interest Al future of
work, innovation and culture Trust in Al
and global Al governance. The role of Incia
in the Paris Al Summit is laudable,

A G Rajmohan | Anartapur

US TARIFFS ON ALUMINIUM, STEEL

Madam— US President Donald Trump
has virtaally deopped another bomb on the
global economy with the announcement
of levying a 25 percent duty on steel and
aluminium imports and reciprocal duty on
all other imyports from all countries, India
s one of the largest exporters of steel to the
U5, While the world was aware of Trump's
unconventional policies, his blanket threat
o impose reciprocal tariffs-without any
exceptions-almost upends the Woeld Trade

opos the article “Rekindlin
A andhian values in education,
Mahatma Gandhi wrote a few
articles in a simple manner on the value
of education that should serve as a big
maotivation for the students of our
cantry. If the students read those write
ul\sqndap Ly them in the modern p
cctive, they will surely give a new
imension o our LNjI.ICdIJi!I] )}'Sl\,‘m.
Gandhi played a significant role in value

IWTO) mandate o promote

Oirganisations
ade by eliminating tasiffs, quotas and

free

The free trade regime In the last 20 years
kept inflation in manufactured products
und mlmlfluh;ll]}'. Howe Trump’s
populist agenca 1o find jobs for his sup-
port base consisting of semi-literate peo-
ple in the US could damage the US-led
alliance based on the Bretton Wood.
tem. While the immediate threat from
Trump's tarifl on steel and aluminium
could be negligible, the Indian economy
could face ﬁm heat from flesing forelgn
investors which could affect stock valua-
tions and rupee weakness which could
result in imporied inflation.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Sengaluru

AFFORESTATION NEEDED TO SAVE FORESTS:
Madam —Itis indeed a matter of concern
that a ,ﬁuwmmum EIH(.I!II)' like MHAI is
overenthusiastic in fe a huge number
of trees but not mlunrrﬁ in aending to

Gandhi’s insight on education

education by emphasising the impor-
tance of maoral :lmrvlhicul principles, He
encouraged educators to teach values
like truth, non-violence and respect for
others. He felt that instilling these val-
ues in students would help them
become responsible and compassionate
individuals.
Gandhi described himself as a curious
and eager learner during his student
days. He valued education and believed
that it was essential for personal growth.
We have to apply Mahatma Gandhi's
ideas on value education as a demand
of time. Gandhi’s unique and refined
views about value education are not anly
|m{mr|.|nt but are worth applying not
only in India but also in the rest of the
waorld.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chermal

the forest cover in the country, Already the
conntry's forest cover has come dewn from
the recommended level of 1/3 10 1/5 of the
land a
MNow we can expect further deterioration
in the status, as using forest land is permit-
ted for shikar and industr
u-muri.c;i-nhj \".Ilu'.lh|r.' lh

Is an act that goes against the concern of

everyone over the changing climate.
Every mine project begins with h the destruc-
thon of forests in the vast sheet of hill

struct by afforestation efforts, 1t is high time
the moments to save forests take the form
of a people’s movement to sensitise all the
concerned and save the globe o make it
fit enough to live. The apex court’s concern
conveyed to NHAI is welcome,

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

the comy v affic The gov-
ernment brought amendments in the
Forest Act last year, which is sure to reduce

Send your feedback fo:
letierstopio nnnﬁumll com



18

NEW DELHI
THURS DAY
FEBRUARY 13, 2025

HTiod

OPINION

Binduslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 19934

[ OUR TAKE

No defence for
failing the forces

A comprehensive audit of defence PSUs would
help to understand the reasons for delay in
production and to fix accountability

he Indian Air Force (IAF) currently has

around 30 combat jet squadrons, against

asanctioned strength of 42, a figure not

achieved for decades despite the growing
pressure on the force to secure the country's
security interests in a neighbourhood with two
major adversaries, In this context, to hear IAF chief,
Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, talk about his lack of
confidence in Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL), the country's sole manufacturer of combat
jets, isa matter of concern,

HAL makes the Light Combat Aireraft (LCA)
Tejas, which will replace the decades-old MIG-21 as
the IAFs main workhorse and take on a greater
share of the functions of the combat fleer. IAF has
had to put off the phasing out of two remaining
squadrons of MiG-21s, with a design dating back to
the late 1950s, because of delays in the delivery of
LCAs by HAL, The LCA is considered a cost-
effective and capable aircraft in its class, but the
progr has faced repeated delays — the project
wias conceived in 1983, and the jet made its first
flight in 2001. Over the vears, the project has been
hit by US sanctions, denial of equipment by
Denmark and delays in delivery of equipment
by both Russia and the US, which is supplying
the all-important engine, While LAF has two LCA
squadrons, HAL has already missed its delivery
schedule for the more potent LCA Mk-1A,a
development attributed to General Electric’s failure
to supply englnes,

The IAF chiels blunt talk on HAL ralses
questions about the public sector behemoth,
especially his comments that the firm is yet to
address IAF's worries, IAF clearly has a lot at
stake here, with plans to acquire up 1o 190 LCAs.
The force's problems will become more acute by
the end of this decade when it begins phasing out
other combat jets such as the Jaguars and Mirage-
2000s, There has often been a feeling within the
armed forces that HAL —and the Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) — have
bitten off more than they can chew, and the time
has come for a comprehensive auditof their record
and functioning, This is necessary to establish what
ils these institutions, especially their poor record
in meeting deadlines, and to fix accountability,
especially since India intends to become
aatmanirbhar (self-reliant) in defence production
and expand its export basket and footprint.

High court’s marital
rape exceptionalism

nder Indian laws, if a person commits actions
Uthut result in the death of another person, they

are liable to be punished for a minimum of five
wears in jail and a maximum of life imprisonment,
But a 40-year-obd man who allegedly indulged in
bruml unnatural sex with his wife, which eventually
led to her death, found himself exonerated by the
Chhattisgarh high court (HC) this week because a man
cannot be prosecuted for marital rape in India, Despite
his conviction by a lower court, the Chhattisgarh HC
found it fit 1o acquit the man of rape, unnatural sex
and culpable homicide and order his immediate
release — all because Exception 2under Section 375 of
IPC clears a husband from prosecution for raping his
wifie. The judgment by justice Narendra Kumar Vyas
coneluded that if the wife is not below 15, the absence
of consent of the wife “loses its importance™.

This is a miscarriage of justice in a case involving the
death of a person. The marital rape exception cannot
be used to obfuscate such a serious crime since this
could give men the licence to brutalise their wives at
will. It violates the principles of natural justice and ls
an affront to ratkonal jurisprudence, Even people who
feel the marital rape debate is a complex one must
surely acknowledge that a provision thatabsolves a
person of any consequences after the death of their
partner only sullies the institution of marriage, not
protect its sanctity, In addition, there are serious
questions about whether the HC judgment is at odds
witha2017 ruling by the Supreme Court regarding the
I5-year age limit. Irrespective of whether the marital
rape case Is setthed by the npex court —and it should
consider doing soat the earliest — this verdict cannot
be allowed tostand. The top court must intervene,

Al canreinstate India at
theintellectual summit *

By combining the
wisdom of ancient texts
with cutting-edge Al
India could unlock
breakthroughs in
philosophy, science,
and medicine

ilicon Valley may have
Idrthed the comoept of Arifl-

clal Intelligence (Al), but

China has shows how it ean
becomen cultumally |nfused

force, DecpSeck, the Chinese

Al model tha garnered ghobal atien-
wion, isn't simply replicating western
eapabilities. By training on a wast cor-
pus of Chinese texts, it has absorbod
the nuances of the nation's rich cul-
n-al.BI‘\(l!mpnknl il lerary heil-
phoek's superior perform-

ance in understanding Chinese phi-
losophy, history, and classical
linerature underscones a crucial point
Trakning Al on homegrown data lsn't
Just about language — Il shapes the
wery nature of AL

I b

tern recognition system trained on
masslve damsets, Large Language
Models (LLMs) learn by nmlyslm

avrrveda andl sidddha medicine, con-
triburing novel insights into Mllnllr
Tealing, Consider a m\umthm

text, identifying interpmet ibed
&n:{utlng TESOSES Iustd on 1|| Il|e Upun‘]shmk and mmplrl: Il
ected patter s, C their ry e
understanding of the wosld ks s direet sucn AI woulan: merely answel' Tl ke A I il
reflection of thetr wralning data. If an ourcol  catalyst
Alls predominantly trained on west- Jeﬂl\m'lllklrﬂiLle.l‘,
e selentfic papers, corporate docu Whille wesiem Al modebs often pei- — may notalign with India's best lvter-

rinenits, aad popeu e, is workiview
will be inherently western. Con-
versely, training i Chinese Htersture
and phitosophy, s China has done,
cultivates a distinetly Clinese way off
thinking,
China's strategic
ppranch involved training
miodels on lexts spanning
Confucianism. Daotsm, and
classical Chinese medical
treatises, This dulllmnllc

Itenn become &

orllise materialis Irameworks and
China's Al Integrates Confuctan val-

s, Inadlis s the unigue uppni'mnhy
1o create Al that bridges sc and

esls, Just as China resirl cied western
tech firms o cultivate its own Al
ghants, Dnclia must asent comtrol over
its Al d

spirituality, economics and ethics,
technology and wradition. Yet this

models resoanat with India's

civilisational wisdom.
Relying on western Al

perpetumtes & colonial mind-

hoige enabled Deey Vivek sl that has long dictated
discuss the intricacies ol wiliat Indians keam and how
Zhuangzi's paradoxes or  WAONWa ey ihink. IF Indian busi-
imterpret historical poetry —————  nesses, universitics, and poli-
with a depth surpassing cymiakers con tinue bo use Al
western Al models. Western AL pri-  tradned primarily on westerm datasets,

rmarily bulk on Engllsbrlangusge dita,
5 4 wesem worldvicw —s|
|r| qulll‘u and (n-chunlugjr_n:l

ropportu-
nlty 1o redefine the future of Al Our
ancient texts hold sdvanced knowl-
wlge spanning mathematics, astran-
oy, medicine, gavernance, and phi-
losophy. The Vedas, L Tl

o in
spirinual, philosophical, nml eIJ!cal
dimensions,

mmm ot just adopting a 1ok they

g an externial worldview.
Murl ke Indiia's education system
onee served British interests, leaning
on western Al rlsks similar intellec-
Ilml dc'pmdum. Uhm’udng Illdla‘s

Irmagine the ities of un Al
tralised on Indl! s Intelectual r-cn-
ol

Arthashastra. ard Tamil Sangam lr-
erature oﬁgr profound insights into

tage. Plcturea
lysing modern economic lhmriﬂ
thmuhﬂw klmoﬂ(.luhly! w Artha-

o ComsC
t‘wmm heary.
Alar Iu eore, |5 a sophisticatid par-

shstra, s
rooted in realpolitik os well as l:!lllm'l
leadership. Envision an Al steeped in

M..-mr |I-&.|a.l|l-!mn|‘.l\n-r
lcan and Chinese Al ralses critlcal
concems about data soveralgnty, I1
India relies on Al systems built and
controlled abroad, its data — »
metional asset — will enrich foreign
entities while shaping Al models that

A historical beacon of wisdom,
Tnnddin has boo often viewed 1is knowl-
edge through a western bens, From
the concept of zero o the practice of
yoga, our contributions lave pro-
foundly shaped human progress.
Now, as the world grapples with exis-
tentinl crises = climate change, men-
tal health epidemics, and economic
inequiality — it |s Nooded with infor-
mation yet lacks true wisdom. Al
trained on India’s intellecnsal heritage
could offer fresh perspectives on
thise modern challenges.

An Al steeped in Vedantic thought
could revalutionise our understand-
ing of and

Lk decisive aotbon. Vast amounts of
ouar classdeal and reghonal lteratune
vemale ur ised. Government and
private instiwikons must pricritlse
scanning, transeribiig, and siructur
g hese texts it machinereadalske
formats, Indlan companies and
research institutions should develop
Al models trained on both andent
and modern Indian data 1w ensure
alignment with our cultral, ethical,
andl philosophical ethos. Al must be
treated as a strategic national asset,
ki by Ervcin's spaace and nuelear pro-
grammes. Policies should limin the
unfettered export of Indean raining
data to foreign Al firms, ensuring that
Al jsn’t merely a consumer technol-
ogy’, buta ool Integrated into its uni-
versitles and research instinitons,
INInwn ke AI miore than i ool
e cal

transcending current Nmits [n west-
o neuroscience. A model tralned on
Indian economic and governance
principles could give L

u];r!l lioe mlghu-umml By combin-
g the wisdom of our anclent texis
M:I: clmlgmw Al we coubd unlock
sclemice,

natlons alternative lrameworks
il western capitadism o Chinese
State-driven models. And an Al
roated in Indian ethics could offer s
vital counterpaing tothe profit-driven
systems dominating Silicon Valley,
T reeallse thils potential, India must

muunulldm [T a——
reclalm our intellectual soverelgniy
el urdkeash Indin's wisdom to uplift
wnel enlighten umanity.

Vivek Wanilnwa i CEO, Vionix Biosckmoes,
The wiews exprressd are persomal
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in a post-

iberal world
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For gig workers, e-Shram
registration is Just the start

i meor developrment for plallul JI1 wurh
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You cannot escape the responsibility of
tomaorrow by evading it today.
Abraham Lincoln

Agri policy holds
promise, follow-up
action is crucial

fter much dilly-dallying, the State government finally un-

vedled its ‘State Amritkal Agriculture Policy 2025' on Tuesday.

This ambitious policy comes as a breath of fresh air amid

growing concerns over land degradation, urbanization-driv-

n agricultural land conversion, and the alarming decline of

the farming sector, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant's vision of Swayam-

pumna Goem aligns seamlessly with this policy that seeks to protect the
state's agricultural land while revitalizing the faltering sector,

Lately, Goa has been witnessing a disturbing trend of land sharks ap-
propriating agricultural land for development projects. In the face of
rampant conversions, the government’s decision to implement ‘Con-
servation Easements' to permanently safeguard agricultural land is a
commendable and timely intervention, This legal agreement, paived
with strict penalties for unauthorized conversions, not only conveys the
serfousness of the government's intent but also reflects an understand-
ing of the intrinsic value of the agricultural heritage that should not be
sacrificed on the altar of rapid urbanization,

The policy is particularly crucial when we consider that agriculture
in Goa is not just an economic activity; it is deeply intertwined with the
cultural fabric of the state, The launch of this policy serves as a reas-
suring message (o the farming community, which has felt the brunt of
insecurity and stagnation in recent years, By addressing legislative bar-
riers and promoting modern farming techniques, the government aims
to cultivate a vibrant agricultural sector that can attract youth back into
farming — an essential prerequisite for the long-term sustainability of
food production in Goa.

Furthermore, this new framework promises extensive support for
allied sectors through subsicies, support prices, and infrastructural
development, Such measures will provide much-needed financial se-
curity to farmers, enhancing their capacity to thrive in an increasingly
competitive environment. The focus on creating an ecosystem that fos-
ters farmer welfare, fair labour conditions, and youth engagement in
agriculture signals a solid commitment to rejuvenating the sector from
the ground up,

Another noteworthy aspect of the policy is its emphasis on agro-tour-
ism and sustainable farming practices. By integrating traditional wis-
dom with modern innovation, the State government aims to not only
protect its agricultural land but also utilize it as a tool for economic de-
velopment, It presents an opportunity for farmers to diversify their in-
come streams while inviting local and global tourists to appreciate Goa's
agricultural diversity, all while promoting environmental sustainahility.

However, the crux of the matter lies not just in the drafting of this com-
prehensive policy but in its implementation, Goa has seen numerous
commendable policies relegated to bureaucratic limbo, their potential
unrealized, Therefore, the onus now rests on the government trans-
forming this blueprint into tangible action. Establishing monitoring
committees and ensuring regular progress reports will be key in holding
various stakeholders accountable, It would be interesting to see how the
povermnment negotiates areas that come under the ambit of law, A fol-
low-up is crucial to take this policy to its logical conclusion,

The State Amritkal Agriculture Policy 2025 is a critical and welcome
step toward securing Goa's agricultural future amid pressures of devel-
opment and climate change, For the record, this document could be
a legacy footprint of Agriculture Minister Ravi Naik as time moves on
because it embodies a holistic approach that seeks not only to protect
agricultural land but also to empower farmers— especially the youth —
while ensuring food security for generations to come, If executed with
diligence and commitment, this policy holds the promise of revitalizing
agriculture in Goa,

OPEN SPACE »» i

Need for less stressful
and quality education

elville X D'souza in the letter ‘Change needed in way we look ot edu-

cation” (TGE, February 12} has rightly questioned the need of degrees !

and education which do not provide sustenance, Today, the education
pattern the world over has changed with time, In Indla , our students are un-
fortunately put through a stressful career right from Class V onwards that leaves
them hardly any time for extra currdcular activities, Undoubtedly, competition
for engineering and medical seats has increased, and that is why we read of
students with 1oo percentile marks nowadays, when 1t was so difficult to secure
even 6o per cent in the Arts section , and 7% per cent was considered high for
admission o the best engineering colleges in earlier days. Unfortunately, due to
the shortage of jobs, a few engineering graduates are forced (o take up clerical
jobs , while medical graduates are leaving the country for better prospects. We
need to do an assessment of the Centre's “New Education Polley'(NEF) and in
what wiry it Is improving the lot of students, and turning out more proficlent

students than those of the past. H
AFNAZARETH, Alto Porverim

Thursday February 13, 2025

The rise and fall of Arvind Kejriwal

Whether he will script another comeback or succumb to the
pressures of mainstream politics remains an open question

[ ¥The writer is
senbor palitical
analyst and
strategic affairs
columnist

rvind Kejriwal's political journey

Is a dramatic tale of ambition,

isruption, and turbulence, From

being an anti-corruption crusader (o be-

«coming Delhi's Chiel Minister and facing

an existential crisis, his trajectory exem.

plifies both the power and pitfalls of dis-
ruptive politics in India.

Kejriwal burst onto the national scene
through the India against Corruption
(IAC) movement in 2011, alongside Anna
Hazare, His demand for a Jan Lokpal
Bill struck a chord with a dislllusioned
middle class fed up with systemic cor-
ruption, Unlike Hazare, Kejriwal saw
electoral politics as the next step and,
in 2oz, founded the Aam Aadmi Party
[AAF), positioning it as a transparent,
corruption-free alternative o traditional
political forces,

Defying expectations, AAP stunned
the establishment in the 2013 Delhl As.
sembly elections, winning 28 of yo seats
and forming a minorty government with
Congress support. However, his abrupt
resignation after 49 days — citing ob.
stacles in passing the Jan Lokpal Bill
earned him the tag of being an anarchist,
Despite this misstep, Kejriwal staged a
sensational comeback in 2015, securing
67 of 70 seats in Delhi, reducing the BJP
r:]d. Congress (o irelevance in the cap-

tal.

Kejriwal’s administration  projected
itself ms & pro-people, wellrist model,
focusing on free electricity, water subsi-
dies, improved government schools, and
mohalla clinics, These welfare schemes,
along with efficient political messaging,
worn him a second term in 2020 with an-
other landslide (62/70 seats). The AAP
then sought national expansion, target
ing Punjab, Gujarat, and other states,
while challenging the BIP at multiple
levels,

The Punjab win in 2022 — AAP's first
Full-ledged state outside Delhl — was
seen A8 4 stepping stone to national
politics, With Bhagwant Mann as CM,
Kejriwal projected AAP as a formidable
alternative to both BJP and Congress,
However, his nitional aspirations began
to face serbous roadblocks,

Kejriwal’s expansionist ambitions put
him in direct confrontation with the BJF,
which controls the central government,
His party's aggressive posturing led 1o
eacalating clashes with the Centre, in-
cluding the 2021 Delhi rots, epeated
run-ins with the Lieutenant Governor,

and ED-CRI probes into alleged cormup-
fion,

The most damaging blow came with
the Delhl liquor policy scam, which
ensnared key AAP leaders, including
Manish Sisodia and Satyencar Jain,

The cormuption ns

Media scruting intensified, and his for-
mer supporters from the middle class
began (o distance themselves, His re-
liance on populist schemes also faced
criticism, with opponents arguing that
AAP's governance model was fnan-

AAP's moral high ground and turned
Kejriwal's anti-coruption narrative on
its head. Arrests of mnv functionaries
further weakened the party's credibil-
ity.

Simultaneously, the INDIA alliance,
which Kejriwal had aligned with o
counter BJP in 2024, began facing in-
temal contradictions, AAP's refusal to
eoncede space 1o Congress in Delhi and
Punjab strained relations, reducing Ke-
friwal's negotiating power within the
opposition bloc.

Additienally, AAP's national expan-
sion strategy falled to yield desined re-
sults, While the party made electoral
forays into Gujarat, Goa, and Himachal
Pradesh, iis performance remained
unimpressive. The party's inability 1o
penetrate large Hindl heastland states
like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Rajasthan further dented its na-
tional ambitions, The B[F's stronghold
remained Intact, and the Congress, de-
spite its decline, continued to be the
principal opposition in many stabes,

As Kejriwal's governance came un-
der scruting, his confromtations with
central agencies escalated. The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) and Central
Bureaw of Investigation (CBI) launched
multiple probes against AAP leaders,
leading to high-profile arrests. While
Kejriwal decried these actions as po-
litieally motivated, the legal troubles
deepened, impacting AAP'S govern-
ance and public perception,

The party also struggled with ad-
ministrative contral over Delhl, The
ongoing tussle with the Lieutenant
Governor (LG), seen as a proxy for the
BIP-led Centre, hampesed governance,
Kejriwal's demand for full statehood
for Delhi remained unfulfilied, further
limiting his executive power, The Su-
preme Court's Interventions provided
temporary reliel, but they could not
eompletely shield AAP from central in-
terference,

Kejriwal's carefully crafted image
as an anti-corruption crusader ook a
significant hit due to these allegations,

clally

While free electricity, water, and
public healthcare schemes remained
popular, critics questioned their long-
term viability, The financial health of
Punjab and Delhi governments came
uncler pressure, raising concerns about
AAPF's economic policies,

Kejriwal's future now hinges on
multiple challenges, The corruption
allegations, administrative  tussles,
and shrinking electoral feotprint could
either lend to his eventual decline
or force him to recalibrate his poli-
tics. His leadership within AAP s un-
challenged, but the party's structural

wenknesses aver-dependence on
Delhi and Punjab — limit its national
asplrations.

If Kejriwal can navigate legal trou-
bles and relnvent his party's posi-
tioning, he may yet remain relevant,
Howewver, with the B]F's apgressive
erackdown and Congress' resurgence,
his space in Indian politics is shrink-
ing. What began as an idealistic polit-
ical movement now faces a credibility
erigls, and Kejriwal's ability to survive
this storm will determine whether he
remains a key player or fades into po-
litieal oblivion,

Arvind Kejriwal's journey has been
marked by extraordinary highs and
lows. From a grassroots activist o a
three-time Delhi Chief Minister, his rise
showeased the power of aliernative
politics. However, his confrontations
with the Centre, internal party chal-
lenges, and legal troubles have signif-
icantly weakened his position.

Kejriwal now stands at a defining
crossronds, If he successfully defends
his governance model, navigates legal
hurdles, and revives AAP's expansion
sirategy, he may emerge stronger. Con-
versely, il he fails to counter mounting
challenges, his political jourmey may
enter a phase of ireversible decline,

Whather he will seript another
comeback or succumb fo the pressures
of mainstream politics remains an
open question, but one thing is clear
Tis story is far from over, ~FP]
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Freedom fighters, children
should speak up for Goa

Goans wake up to shocking news that
about 35 armed goons broke into the
house of Rajesh Sinary (Son of Goa
freedom fighter the late Purushettam
Sinary); and dispossessed the home of
Rajesh, his wile and 6-year-old daughter!
‘What is more shocking is the compla-
cent attitude of the Anjuna Police in this
matter. My particular request is to the
freedom fighters,/children to speak up,
Recently, | have noted eminent freedom
fighter(s) receiving Mational, State
Awards and conversing com fartably with
Goa's ministers; so swrely | hope that
they can alse speak up about this aut-
rageous attack, besides also speaking
up on the ather ills facing Goa Including
high comuption and the massive sale,
conversion, destruction of Goa's scarce
land, hills, water bodies, non develop-
ment zones, eco sensitive areas, forests,
trees, etc o real estate compan es, land
sharks, celebrities from outside Goa. |
do not believe that the purpose of the
freedom fighters ended In 1961, Law
abiding Goans are now threatened by
Indian, Goan goons and the establish-
ment (including the govt/machinery and
the police] Hope Goa's freedom fighters,
children can speak up for Goa as this
could make a big impact,

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Power disconnection
sans notice is unfair

The angoing state wide drive by the
Electricity Department of Gea to recaver
pending power dues without due proce-
dure has sparked widespread concem
among consumers, It should be noted
that the consumer should get an ad-
vance netice of an impending shut off,

Show your love for Goa this Valentine's Day

Tomormow, February 14, is Valentine's Day. The day is character.
Ized by expressions of love and alfection, However Valentine's
Day Is not limited to romantic relationships and is celabrated
with [riends, Family, community members and even pets and
plants. One does not need to be in a relationship to be loved,
In fact, one of the most impartant ferms of love Is self-love, This
Walentine's Day let us show our love Tor Goa, Our lovely state (s
ata crossroads, With deforestation, hill cutting going on una-
bated across the state, our green cover is depleting at a rapld
rate. It is time bo grow more trees and protect the exdsting trees

from being chopped down. We need to clean the neighbourhood

and more Impartantly net litter the suroundings. Our greenery,
our felds, water bodies, hills, forests need to be conserved for
future generations, We need to preserve the vast scenlc natwral
beauty and paddy Aelds and swaying palms., We need to keep
our beaches clean, The time to act is now, Valentine's Day could
be the most apportune day to take a pledge to save Goa from

further destruction,
ADELMO FERMANDES, Vasco

Domestic and commerclal consumers
must ensure payment of their bills
within the stipulated 3¢ days, The gov-
emment 5 keen on recovering pending
dizes to tide over Its burgesning
ecanomic burden, It should bring the
policy that, if consumers fail to clear

dues for three consecutive manths, \

GED should terminate agreements, The

reckless snapping of power supply to

consumers for default in payment of

Iills is unfair, The cansumers should s"l“l d v&'"
be served notices before electricity us
supply is snapped for default in pay- ﬂ!d“ﬂl’@
ment af bills,

KG VILOP, Choraa Letters must
Power dept needs to first be 150-200
set own house in order wonisand
The government has time and again mention the
Issued wamings to Intermnet service writer's name
providers and TV operators to remaove and location

thelr cables which have been unau-
thorisedly strung from electricity poles
throughout the state, But despite this
things remain the same in the coastal
villages. The worst case seen |s at Maria
Hall crossroads in Benaulim. The Goa
electricity department has added 1o the
mess by leaving exposed multiple trunk
cables leaning against the electric pole.
This Is nat enly an ugly sight but also a
fine hazard, Wil the sarkar set ['s awn
hause In order before asking 15Ps o
remave thelr cables?

VINAY DWIVEDI, Beroulim

Future of Goa and its land
is in hands of its people

Inddia alliance to fight the BIP is fine,

but if they come to power there will be

a big drama to become CM and for the
ministers portfolios. We have already
seen the arguments a few months back
where they were pointing fingers at
each other and few were praising BJP
government which clearly shows that
the baat is salling in the rough weather
and the political game can change. Even
I people show thelr power during the
election, these double-faced politiclans
are cheating the voters in the name of
development and joining BIP govern-
ment and then far their protection the
large numbers of police force keep citl-
zens al bay, When will India get a strang
law which ensures that persons whom
wa alect don’t jump fram ane party to
another far the greed of money and pow-
er? All are saying that we will save and
pratect Goa but the truth |s that mere
than Goans today, there are outsiders
who are settled down in Goa with large
families, The future of Goa is in your
hands think, run your awn business in
Goa, save and pratect your lands and
business and fight for Goa.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor
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Ranveer Allahbadia row: What does law say about obscenity?

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NE'W DELHI, FEBRIIARY 12

ASSAM POLICE: acom-

of obscene content *in ebectronic form”.
The section describes ohscene material

as somethingwhiich is“lascivious or appeals

to the prurient interest™ — meaning, overily

plaint against Ranveer Allahbadia, founder
of the YouTube channel BeerBiceps, for the
allegedly obscene commients he made dur-
inga guest appearance on the YouTube show
AInclia’s Got Latent”. Comedian Samay Raina,
the show's host, was also named in the com-
plaint, which included charges of “obscene
acts” under Section 296 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS). Allahbadia and
Raina are currently under investigation by
the Mumbai police,

of ehscenity in Ingdia?

Section 294 of the BNS punishes those
‘who sell, import, export, advertise, or profit
from obscene books, paintings, figures, and
other materials, It also punishes the display

—— THis WORD
EINSTEIN

and excessively sexual — or which would
“tend to deprave and corrupt persons who
are likely.. to read, see o hear the matter con-
tained or embodied init”.
\")o]anun umeum 294 can be punished
and afine
edumes 5000 forfirst-time offenders. In the
event of a second or subsequent conviction,
«ome can be slapped with a prison sentence of
up to fivee years, and a fineof up to Rs 10,000,
Publishing or transmitting obscene ma-
terial online can also be punished under
Section 67 of the Information Technology
Act, 2000 The definition of obscene mate-
rial in the Act is identical to that provided un-
der Section 294 of the BNS. However, it pro-
vides a comparatively more rigorous
punishment — up to three years imprison-
ment and a fine of up to Rs 5 lakh for a first-

MEANS
RING

Aring of light that forms around a massive celestial
body; an example of gravitational lensing

of image configurations®, including an

ALIND CHAUHAN
NE'W DELHI, FEBRIIARY 12

THE EURDPEAN Space Agency’s [ESA's)
Fuclid space telescope has discovered an
Einstein ring around a galaxy some 590
million lightyears from Earth, Photos of
the Einstein ring, taken by Euclid in
Seprember 2023 but released on Monday,
showva ball oflight (the galaxy NGC G505 )
with a bright, cloudy ring around it
Stephen Serjeant, an ar

Einstedn ring, which is perhaps the most
striking of them all.

Einstein rings are named after Albert

Einstein, whase theory of general relativ-
ity predicted that light could bend and
brighten around objects across the cos-
mios, Several Einstein rings have been dis-
oovered since 1987, although it remains
unchear how many such rings exist in to-
tal. Experts suggest that these are ex-
tremedy rare, wnh Iess than 1% galaxies
having an Ei

the Open University, told The Guardian,
“This is a beautiful, extraordinary, thrilling
and hecky Find in our first data”

‘What is an Einstein ring?

An Einstein ring is a ring of light that
may form around dark matter, a galaxy, or
El c]um:ra(ga!axln Itis essentially anex-
ampleof lensing,a ph
enonwhich ocours whena massive celes-
tial body creates a gravitational field which
distorts and amplifies the light from dis-
tant galaxies that are behind it but in the
same line of sight, The body causing the
light to curve is called a gravitational lens.

In the case of the recently discovered
Einstein ring, NGC G505 was the gravita-
tional lens which distorted and amiplified
the light coming from a distant unnamed
galaxy, located 4,42 hillion light-years
aweay, A light-year (roughly 9.46 trillion

Motahly, these rings can only be ob-

served using powerful space telescopes
such as Euclic.

Why study Einstein rings?

Einstein rings help scientists investi-

gate dark matter, which has never been
detected but is believed to make up 85%
of all matter in the universe.

Conor O'Riordan, a postdoctoral

scholar at the Max Planck Institute for
Astrophysics (Germary |, told CNN, “This
dark matter does not interact with light,
but it does have a gravitational effect...
Gravitational lensing therefiore is sensi-
tive to the presence of this dark matter,
allowing us to indirectly detect it.”

Moreover, Einstein rings enable sci-

entists o leamn about distant galaxies,
which Dthr:nmsl: mlghl not hL‘ visibbe.
They can

time offence. Second or subsequent convic-
tion can bead to five years in prison, and a fine
ofuproRs 10lakh

Section 206 of the BNS, under which
Allahbadia and Raina have been charged,
says: “Whoever, to the annoyance of others
(a)doesany ohscene act in any public place;
or (b) sings, recites or utters any obscene
song, ballad or words, in or near any pablic
place, shall be punished with

imprisonment” of up to three [T 0]

months, and)or a fine of up o
Rs 1,000,

In 1964, the Supremae Court of India held
that the book was obscene under Section
202 of the Indian Penal Code (1IFC) in Ranjir
I Udeshi vs State of Maharashira. The court
used the “Hicklin test” to determine if a
work was obscene,

The legal test was established in the case
Regina ws Hickfin (1868 in which a British
court held that a work must be regarded as
ohscene if it ended o deprave
and corrupt those whose
minds are open to such im-
maoral influences”, regardless
of its artistic or literary merit.
This meant that the threshold forwhat could
be considered obscene would be judged

rul-
ings on obscenity laws involved the book
Lady Chatterley's Lover, written by English
novelist DH Lawrence. The book, which was
first published in 1928 in [taly, was consid-
ered scandalous for the times given that it
contained details of sexual encounters,

From the tive of someor
impressionabbe, or someone who had al-
ready sought obscene material,

However, years before the 5C's judge-
ment, the standard for shscenity in the LK
had changed. The Obscene Publications Act,
1959, stated that a work mast be considered

“as awhole" before considering its effect on
likely audiences,

The United States also went on to dis-
card the Hicllin test in Roth vs United States
{1957 1 The US Supreme Court held that the
test for obscenity was “whether to the aver-
age person, applying contempaorary com-
munity standards, the dominant theme of
the material taken as a whaole appeals to
prurient interest”.

While the Hicklin test defined obscenity
using the lowe st commaon demominator, the
courts in the LS and the UK accounted for
shifting and evolving societal mores.

The Roth case influenced the Indian SC's
choice to adopt the “community standards”
test in Aveek Sarkar vs State of West Bengal
{2014}, The SC quashed ohscenity proceed-
ings against magazines for carrying an im-

Boris Becker
wnh his fiancée, It held that applying the
Hicllin test would result in the work being
“judged for obscenity based on isolated pas-

sapesof awork consid ered out of context and
judged by their apparent influence on most
susceptible readers”,

Have courts heard cases of ohscenity in
online content?

In March 2024, the SC quashed proceed-
ings against the creators of the YouTube web
series "College Romance' under Section 292
of the IPC and Section 67 of the IT Act, The
prosecution argued that the characters on the
shiow used \ru.\gar]ax@uage and lhat the plnt
revalved "
disc i d l activities.

The SC applied the community standards
test. It held, “While the literal meaning of the
terms used may be sexxual in nature and they
may refer acts, their i
arouse sexual feelings or lust in any viewer
of ordinary prudence and common sense,
Rather, the common usage of these words is
reflective of emotions of anger, rage, frustra-
tiomn, grief, or perhaps exciterment”,

not

Targeting Mujib’s legacy

Anti-Hasina protesters have routinely attacked the legacy of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founding father
of Bangladesh and father of the former PM. Why? What role has Bangabandhu played in Hasina's politics?

2A

EXPERTS EXPLAIN

BASHIR ALI ABBAS &
BANTIRANI PATRO

EXACTLY SIX months after former
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
unceremonious custer from Dhaka, a mob
on February 5 razed to the ground the
Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at
Dhanmaondi 32, The building had been pre-
viously torched by vandals last year, hours
after Hasina's exit on August 5.
Dhanmandi 32 was the residence of
Sheikh Rahman, the
founding father n(nangjadcﬂ\. It was from
this house that Mujib led Bengali resistance
against Pakistan throughout the 1960s il his
arrest in 1971 — according to the museum's

website, Dhanmondi 32 “was the center of

all of Bangabandhu's political activities™,
And itwas here that

fficers of

the Bangladesh Army murdered
Bangabandhu, his wife, sons, and 10 -year-
Id grandson. {Mujib and
Rehana survived as they were abroad at the
time . In 1994, Hasina converted the building
intoa museum,
This makes Dhanmondi 32's demolition
a watershed moment in Bangladesh's po-
litical history. But this is not the first time
that anti-Hasina protesters have targeted
Mujib’s legacy.

Mujib in Hasina's politics
In the three years prior to his killing in
1975, Mujib attempted to reshape

about

km) year,
XMiaosheng Huang, a professor of
phwysics and astranomy at the University
of San Francisco, told NPR that gravita-
tional lensing can result “in several types
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sh's national character, and de-linkit
from Pakistani traditions, This included a con-
certed effort to ostracise those Bangladesh
Army officers whio did not participate in the
Liberation War, and containing |slamist ten-
dencies in bath the polity and the military.

powver in 2009, Hasina clamped down on
Islamnist parties, ensuring that they are effec-
tively removed from the electoral field. She
also targeted alleged meokors ( or collabora-
tors with the Pakistani state) for their war
crimesin 1971,

Beyond reflecting Bangabandhu's politi-
cal vision, the Awami League relied heavily
on Mujib's legacy io legitimise Hasina's pol-
itics — which became increasingly contro-
versial with each election since 2014, Much
ofwhat the Hasina administration did, good
or bad, was in Mujib's name.

This made protecting Mujib's legacy of
paramount importance, To this end, the
Hasina administration passed laws like the
Digital Security Act, 2018 whose Section 21
penalises "any propaganda or campaign
against liberation war... Father of the nation

ters that ultimately led o Mujib's assassina-
tion and a military coup in 1975, General
Fiaur Rahman took control — unofficially by
late 1975, officially as President in 1977 —
and undid mary of Mujib's policies. Notably,
hL‘ EAVE MONe Space rlncludmgCahmrt posi-
jes like Jamaat-e- inmain-
litics, This cont ubse-
quent Bangladesh Nationalist Party [BENF)
governments of Ziaur's wife Khaleda Zia in
1991-96 and 2001-06,
Itis in this context that Hasina's personal
politics must be understood. After coming to

" with imprisonment of
upto 10 years, and a fine of upto 1 crore taka.

During the 2024 protests

By February 2024, as anti-Hasina
protests gathered steam, anything and
everything linked to the PM — from her
strong [ndia tilt to her reliance on Mujib's
legacy — came under attack,

Hasina's years-long clampdown on the
opposition, including the arrest of Khaleda
in 2018 and ban on BN activities and pub-
lications in 2023, alleged corruption, and
economic mismanagement had created sig-

ised photograph of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman inside his
1 Dhanmondi 32 residence in Dhaka last week. Reuers

nificant resentment among the populace,

Ower the last six months, the interim gov-
emment has faced significant challenges, in-
cluding questions regarding Muhammad
Yunus' own legitimacy as “Chief Advisor”,
most notably from Hasina herself. To counter
this, the Yunus government has mounted
pressure on India — fresh friction at the bor-
der, diplomatic spats, unprecedented de-
fense and intelligence ties between Dhaka
and Rawalpindi, among other things — and
more importantly, prosecuted Hasina legally,
politically, and socialky.

Institutions that Hasina had erected, such
as the International Crimes Tribunal in 2010,
have also been tumed against her, The ICT
was originally meant to investigare war
crimes from 1971, But the tribunal now fo-
cuses on alleged crimes against humanity
committed under Hasina's rule, has issued
several arrest warrants against her, banned
the publication of her speeches, and is seek-
imgz am Interpol Red Notice,

A Fresh and determined focus on undo-
mg \.lu]lh 5 Iogal:y with all ttungs Ass0ci-
bols of “fascism” that must be removed — is
a key part of the government's strategy tole-
gitimise itself, and sustain its rule.

This is best illustrated by the government
cancelling eight Hasina-era national holidays
linked to Mujib, including one on Asgust 15,
the anmiversary of Mujib's assassination At the
ﬁmr time, the government allowed the cele-

When the bailed over, the pes Al iniah' 6t death
ple of Bangladesh rejected the very hasn of  anniversary at Dhaka's Nanunal Press Club
Hasina's politics — an espousal of what she  with Uidu songs and poetry. something that

believed was authenti ation-
alism based on the Awami League’s and
Mujib's role in the liberation struggle.

Thisiswhy Hasina's use of the term roza-
kar wihile criticising student protestors did
notwork, "Ami ke? Turmi ke? Razaker rzakar
[Whoam 17 Who are you? Rezakar rzakar],"
they chanted, proudly owning what had long
been seen as the most terrible higgest slurin
Bangladesh politics,

Long suppressed fundamentalist and
Islamists elements finding space in the
protests astensibly led by the Students
Against Discrimination only made things
worse. As protestors closed in on Hasina's

iesin the face of what Bangladesh's struggle
against West Pakistan’s linguistic and cultural
imposition on Bengali Muslims stood For,

Ifthe 2024 anti-Hasina protests targeted
Hasina's father, the latest developments are
against the Father of the Mation”. The strong
downstream effect of the government’s
maoves is that extremists, the likes of whom
destroyed Bangahandhu's house, now get a
Free hand to target Mujib,

That this dhoes not represent the entirety
{or ewen a majority) of the views held by
Bangladeshi people, was reflected in what
Mahfuz Alamy, editor of The Daity Star, wrote
on October 18, 2024 \M'_' cannot malign

residence on August 5, Mujib were
toppled and murals defaced,

Put simply, Bangladeshi reverence for
Mujib as the founding father, was super-
seded by protestors” revulsion for hisdaugh-
ter's authoritarianism in his name,

Yunus' legitimacy bid

What happened in Dhanmaondi 32 in
August was the result of anti-Hasina senti-
ments being extended to the instruments
she used to sustain her rule. But its demo-
lition last week was the product of a differ-
ent process,

with what Shclich Hasina dld inthe 15-plus
years she was in power,”
Unia(tunalcly much like the pulll]l:s of
per
Yunus .uimmlstran.on nowv benefits Frnm a
reciprocal focus on revenge. Bangabandhu's
legacy pays the price,

Bashir Ali Abbas is o Senior Research
Associote at the Coumncil for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delhi.

Bentirani Potro i o Research Associnte at
the Centre far Air Power Stidies, New Delhi.

Story of Savarkar's attempted sea escape in Marseille, in his own words

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
MUMB R, FEBRUARY 12

WHILE IN Marseille, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi on Tuesday night
(Wednesday early morning in India ) wrote
about the port city's “special” connection o
India’s struggle for Independence,

“It was here that the great Veer
Savarkar attempted a coura-
geous escape, | also want o
thank the people of Marseille
and the French activists of

HISTORY

mercial ship S5 Moren, Savarkar tried toes-
cape from custody in Marseille,
% iled from

1,1910. It docked at Marseille a week later.
According to the records of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA ), on
July B, 1910, Savarkar, who was being
closely guarded, sought permission to use
the washroom. He then bolted the toilet
from inside, jumped out of the ship's port-
hole, and swam ashore,
However, Savarkar was
soon apprehended by a
brigadier of the French mar-

that time who demanded
that he not be handed over to British cus-
tody,” he posted on X,

Savarkar's attempted escape
Vinayak Damodar Savarlcar was amested
in Lomdion in March 1910, on charges of anti-
state acts and abetment of Mashik magis-
trate A M T Jackson's munder. While being
brought to India for trial snboard the com-

itime g ie, who
handed him ower to guards from the ship
after mistaking him for a crew member,
Savarkar's escape, however, sparked a dis-
pute between France and Great Britain,
which was settled by the PCAL

Case before PCA
The issue before the international tri-
bunal was whether the British should

V DSavark 1

in 1924 wikimedia Cammons

hand Savarkar over to France.

"The French government did not ap-
prove of the manner in which Mr Savarkar
had been returned to British custody and
demanded his restitution to France, on the

grounds that his delivery to British author-
ities amyounts to a defiective extradition. The
British acoord-

ingto the arrangements made for the secu-
rity of the prisoner while the ship was in
port, the French authorities had been
obliged to prevent his escape,” the record

of the case on the PCA's website says.
The matter was decided on February 24,
1911, The PCA concluded that the British
government did not need “to restore Mr

Savarkar to the French government.”
*The Tribunal found that all those
agenrs ‘who had taken part in the incident
1 faith. The Tribunal

Dccmnbcr a1 and].mualy 191 1. He would

to rigorous in
thn Cellular Jail in Port Blair, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, on Juby 4, 1911

Savarkar's account
Savarkar references his attempted sea

escape in his Malarhl hlograplucal weork
Mazi hed in 1927,

ran away in Marseille,
Perhaps, | may be spirited away in the
same Fashlm by some of the se-
dwhlcll th
those days. A pring
my feet, and, who Imowi] may disappear
all of a sudden. These and other reasons of
safery had decided the authorities to take
iom all by myself, in a car, and

yin

The hook has hmm tlans'lamd into English
as The Story of My Transportation for Life by
Prof V N Naik,

Savarkar wrote: *... |When] our army of
prisoners was taken out o proceed o the
I'was left behind, lwondered

concluded that despite the irregularity
committed in the arrest of Mr Savarkar,
such irregularity did not result in any ob-
ligation on the British government to re-
store Mr Savarkar to the French govern-
ment," the website says,

why. A motor car came up to the door. Two
hhig sergeants got down from it | was put
into it and they stepped in after me, The
door was shut and the car started. | was
not taken along the mad like the rest be-
cause they feared that the crowd, who

Savarkar ol tried.
He was sentenced to twao lifie terms by the
Bombay High Court for 25 years each in

epaperindianexpressicom BEBE BB

il , had stationed itself
on the road in sl:attm'd groups o have a
sight of me, Besides | was the culprit who

alun,g a different route, They did not want
o repeat the mistake that they had com-
mitted at Marseille,”

He wrote, "Whenever | was thus taken
from one place to another in a special car
and under a special guard, my fellow-pris-
oners thought highly of me... My effort to
run away from the steamer-boar at
Marseille did do me some good after all! it
procured me a car to enjoy a long drive, It

of reverence for me, And, further, right or
wrong, the more the authorities tried to be-
little me, the greater the respect they
showed tome,”
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For good and for all

India’s national Al Mission is built on a foundation of accessibility and
democratisation. And we are ready to share this experience and expertise with the world

NARENDRA MoODI

LET ME BEGIN with a simiple experiment.

[ you upload your medical report to an Al
app, itcan explain in simpde language, free of
any jargon, what it means foryour health. But,
if you ask the same app to draw an image of
someone writing with theirleft hand, the app
‘will most likehy draw someone writing with
their right hand. Because that is what the
training data is dominated by.

It shows that while the positive potential
of Alis absolute by amazing, there are many bi-
ases that we need to think carcfully about.
That is wity | am grateful to miy friend, Presi-
dent [Emmanuel ) Macron, for hosting this
surmmit. And for inviting me to co-chair it.

Al is already re-shaping our polity, cur
ECONOITY, OUr Security and even our society.
A]lsmnllngthccndcﬁmhl. ity in thi

openky about innovation and governance.

Governance = also about ensuring access
toall, espedally in the Global South. Itis where
thecapacities are most lacking -- be itin com-
puting power, data, or the financial resources.

Al can help transform millions of lves by
improwing health, education, agriculture and
=0 much more. It can help create a world in
which the joumney to sustainable develop-
ment goals becomes easier and faster.

To do this, we must pool together reso-
urces and talent Wemust develop open-sou-
roe systems that enhance trust and transpar-
ency. We rmust build quality data sets free from
biases. W mustdemocratise technology and
create people-centric applications, We must
addressconcems related tocyber seourity, dis-
information, and deep fakes. And, we must
also ensure that technology is rooted in Jocal
ensystemns for it to be effective and usefull

Loss of jobs is Al's most feared disruption.
Buthistory has shown thatwork does notdis-
appear due to technology. Its nature changes
and newr types of jobs are created. We need to
inwest in shilling and re-skilling our people for
an Al-driven future.

There isno doubt that the high-energy in-
tensity of Al needs bo be looked into. Thiswill

tury. But, it is very different from other tech-
nology milestones in human histo;
Misdevelopingat \ented scale

require p to fuel its future.

India and France have worked together
for years through initiatives like the
Ints tonal Solar Alliance to hamess the

and speed. And being adopted and deployed
even faster Thereis alsoa deepinter-depend-
enceacross borders. Thmcfcn: thereisaneed
for collective i

hgover-

power of the sun. As we advance our partner-
shiptoAl, itis a natural progression from sus-
mnahllltym innovation to shape a smarter
and respe uture,

nance and standareds, that uphold our shared
values, address risks, and build trust.

But, governance is not just about manag-
ing risks and rivalries. It isalso about promot-
inginmowation, and deploving it for the global
good, 5o, we must think deeply and discuss

At the same time, Sustainable Al does
notonly mean using clean energy, Al mod-
els must also be efficient and sustainable
in size, data needs and resource require-
ments. After all, the human brain manages
to compose poetry and design spaceships

FOR THE
RECORD

Todo this, we must pool
together resources and talent.
We must develop open
SO
trust and transparency. W
must build quality data sets
free from biases. We must
democratise technology and
create people-centric
applications. We must
address concerns related o
cyber security,
disinformation, and deep
fakes. And, we must also
ensure that technology is
rooted in local ec
it o be effective

stemns that enhance

nil useful.

using less power than most lightbulbs.

Inctia has success fulby built a Digital Public
Infrastructure for over 14 billion people at a
very low cost. It is built aroumd an open and
accessible network, [t has regulations, and a
wide range of applications to modernise our
economy, reform govemance and transform
the lives of our people.

‘Wi have unlocked the power of data
through our data empowerment and pro-
tection architecture. And, we have made dig-
ital commerce democratic and accessible to
all. This vision is the foundation of India’s
national Al Mission.

That is why during our G20 presidency.
we built a consensus on hamessing Al re-
sponsibly, for geod, and for all. Today, India
leads in Al adoption, and techno-legal sodu-
tions on data privacy.

‘We are developing Al applications for
public good. We have one of the world's
largest Al talent pools. India is building its own
Large Language Model considering our diver-
sity. W also have a unique public-private
partnershipmaodel for pooling resources like
compate powver. It is made available to our
start-ups and researchers at an affordable
cost. And, India is ready to share its experi-
ence and expertise to ensure that the Al fu-
ture is for good, and for all.

W are at the dawn of the Al age that will
shape the course of humanity. Some people
worry about machines becoming superior in
intelligence to humans, But, no one holds the
loery to-our collective future and shaned destiny
other than us humans,

That sense of responsibility must guide us.

The writer is the Prime Minister of indio.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“One wonders whether the institutional leadership realises the long-term
ramifications of the ongoing ‘remaking’ of the judicary in Pakistan'

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

Some surprises,
many challenges

After Telangana caste survey,
state will face hurdles
in tweaking quotas

Kancaa ILatan
SHEPHERD

THETELANGAMNACABINET sub-committes
released the data of the recently conchuded
caste survey on February 3. The cabinet ap-
proved the survey and placed it before the
state assembly on February 4 The broad per-
centiles of the survey showr that non-huslim
Other Backward Classes [0BCs) constitute
4625 percent and Muslim OBCs constitute
10.08 per cent of the state” s population,
wihile Scheduled C 1743 per

fiorts to conduct a caste survey within 14
maornths of coming to power are praisewor-
thy given the complications imvolved in the
surwey — not just at the level of states, but
alsovat the national level,. Normally collec-
tion of census data is done by the Union
gmemment. But so far, no national govern-
ment hastouched the issue of caste data in
the national census, which is normally con-
ducted once every 10 years. After the 2011
Census, the UPA government did a half-
hearted socioeconomic survey, part of
whichwas the collection of caste data, But
this was never released. Once the BJP came
to power in 2014, that data was dumped.
The Modi government has shown total in-
difference to the caste census issue because
of the RS5/BJFs long-time dependence on
general castes.

The non-0BC general castes have wsu-
ally opposed such an exercise, as the num-
bers wauld certainky bring inmew political

cent and Scheduled Tribes 10045 per cent.
Mon-Muslim general castes (Other Castes)
areat 1331 ]:crtan\lm-MulemDBGa]so
include Christians, Sikhsand

ywhere. In the post-Mandal
decades, 0BCs have slowly but surely be-
come vite banks in themselves, creating a
crisisin the obd dependence of Congress on
o I

the Musli Itwwas the

Jjust Hindus, although their numbcrs are
small What is surprising in this data is the
numberof Muslim OBCs. Nobody expected
that out of a total 12.56 per cent Muslims,
only 248 percent would not claim OBC sta-
tus, The general castes, including Muslim
general castes, constitute 1579 per cent.

Itisalso possible that the poverty levels
ofthe Muslim OBCs match their caste posi-
tion. As of now, Telangana Muslims have just
4 percentreservation. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has been opposing giving any
reservation to Muslims,

The increase of the tribal population,
broadly from about 7 per cent in united
Andhra Pradesh to 10.45 per cent in
Telangana is because of the concentration
of Lambada population that lives in the
plains, along with forest tribes, such as the
Gonds and Koyas.

‘This state-level caste and secoeconomic
survey has serious implications for national
and local welfare politics. For the first ime,
a Congress state government has under-
taken such a survey in the country. Rahul
Gandhi had launched a national campaign
on the issue, saying that 90 per cent of
OBC)SC)STs are out of the powwer structures
in India. During the Bharat Jodo Yatra from
Kamyakumari to Kashmir and the Bharat
Jodn Nyay Yatra from Manipur to Mumba,
Rahul Gandhi promised that if Congress
comes to power in 2024 elections, itwill get
a comprehensive caste census done at
national level

Animportant reason that Rahul Gandhi
pushed the caste census was o put the BP
government in Delhi in an ideological fic
Underthe leadershipof Narendra Modi, the
BJP has won a substantial number of votes
from the OBCs, bt was this bloc in north India
that helped the BIP retain power for a third
term, albeit with the support of alliance part-
ners, Rahul Gandhi wants to break this
fiortress of the BJP by pushing a much maone
radical pro-0BCagenda The caste census is
akey anchor inthat fight.

The Revanth Reddy government’s ef-

0BC vote bank that enabled the BJF to
COME 10 POWET.

However, 08Cs have been demandinga
caste census for a while, because once the
caste data comes out, the Supreme Court's
capof 27 percenton OBC rese rvation can be
challenged, This position, taken by OBC lead-
ers across the country, strengthened after
the Modi povernment gave 10 per cent
reservation tothe economically weaker soc-
tions (EWS) of the general castes. The gov-
emmenthmught anact and implemented it
tobegin with the All India Services, Thiswas
challenged in the Supreme Court, which
then upheld the resenvation.

The Nitish Kumar-led government in
Bihar was the first state govemment to do
itsmcaste survey The survey showved that
OBCs formed 63.14 per cent of the state's
population. Based on this data, the Bihar
Eovernment tried toincrease the OBC reser-
vation of the state, but the Patna High Court
struckit down as “unconstitutional™.

‘Whenitcomes to the percentage of non-
Muslim 08Cs, the Telangana survey datais
alongexpected lines. The immediate impact
of these numbers, though collected by a
state grvernment through its stabe planning
board, isthat the government faces pressure
toimplement the party promise of 42 per
cent reservation for OBCs in the local body
elections, due this year.

The OBCs — both Muslims and non-
Muslims together — constitute 56.33 per-
«cent of the population. However, given the
50 peroent cap on reservation, the OBCs get
onhy 27 percent. If the government wants to
increase it to 42 per cent, it needs the ap-
proval of the Centre. How does the
Telangana government owercome this hur-
dle? The government has also released its
proposed sub-classification of SCs, whichis
also likely to face hurdles.

Thewriteris former director, Centre for the
Study of Social Exchision and Indusive
Policy, Mmrlana Azad National Urdu
Umiversity, Hydembad

i i5 an Tt
af the speech given by the PM
at the Paris Al Summit on February 11
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The problem with binaries

Should only insiders speak on their groups? Not all outsiders are insensitive

IN GoOD FAITH = By Disia Nawani

MO AMOUNT OF bookish knowledge can
teach us about what life has to offer. | never
imagined life would give me an opportunity
to experience what Fve often talked about. |
want to point out two things through thises-
sayabout human tendencies, especiallyin re-
search, First, looking at everything in bina-
ries, be it problems, solutions or
problem-solutions. Second, regarding the cat-
egories withinthem as fieed. While variables
such as caste, religion or gender may be con-
sidered fixed, others like ability-disability
may not be. What we define as abled today
may become disabled tomorrow, due tomea-
s0ns not under human control.

‘While conducting research, one often
hears about the methodological dilemma of
the insider versus the outsider in establish

Temporarily losing my ability to speak due
to.amedical condition gave me the opportu-
‘mity tobecome both an insider and an outsider
simultaneously. Experiendng what it'slike to
become speech-impaired did leave me with
frustration, suffiering and a desperate urge to
share or do something about these experi-

hesitathon in acknowledging equal empathy
manifested in the work of non-Dialit scholars
studying such themes. For example, Krishna
Kumar’ essay, 'Leaming to be Backward', is a
mawing account of a tribal student’s story of
the shame that he goes through when his
Hisbory teacher, with the help of a prescribed

ences. Itwas most annoying i
interpret what | was trying to communicate,
even if the issue was innocuous, | shudder to
thinkwhat might happen when the implica-
tions of misinterpretation would be serious,
involve others orhave higher stakes. However,
Icannot deny that there were also those who
would understand what 1 was going through
and speak my voice.

The more socially sensitive the matter, in-

ing the veracity or ingenuity of the data col-
bected or voices heard. It's argued that those
being researched or objectified should also
become the subjects of the research — who
coubd be more suitable than them toexpress
what their experiences have been like and
how they could be mitigated? 1ts difficult
tocounter this position as the supposed out-
sider is considered not so suitable, having
neither the necessary experiencefknowl-
edge nor the desired empathy,

volvingthy o of concerms of mar-
ginalised communities, the louder the clam-
our that they alone can best express their
concerns. Forexample, ifitis a women's issue
oraDalitissue, noone else can claim to repre-
sent their expeniences better than they them-
selves. Going by that kogic, it needs a Dalit
writer — for instance, Omprakash Valmikd in
his autnhingraphy jootfom — to fully compre-
hend a Dalit boy's account of pain, agony and
misery. While there is not an iota of doubt in
acknowiedging that, there should also be no

textbook, establishes in the classroom a con-
nection between tantricism, orthod ooy and
tribal culture. Kumar beautifully captures the
dilernmathe tribal student goes through upan
being asked the “right” answer to the ques-
tion “whowere the people who practised su-
perstitious beliefs™. Whether he responds or
not, his backward status [either as supersti-
tiowsordurnb) will be reiterated.

Drse to their shared experiences, insiders
may be more invested in mitigating the con-
ditions that cause suffering (because they go
through the same suffering). However, it is
also possible that asinsiders, they areblinded
by their concern, might become biased and
lose perspective of the problem, or perceive
all outsiders as people with vested interests.
‘While insiders hawe a definite edge in terms

their causation, which leads o oversimpplifica-
tion of proposed solutions. For example, a
teacher's background is often considered im-
portant, especially if her students are mem-
bers of a tribal community. [t has often been
seen that a non-tribal teacher is far removed

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RESPECT CHOICE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mo im-

punity’(IE, February 12] The plight of the

|mcrfanih couples who suffered assault
inaBhopal court and in

KEEP THE FAITH
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Take a
Deep Breath'(IE, February 12). Rohit

Sharma has answered aitics witha scin-
tillating, indred inCuttack.

Uttarakhand is concerning. Such indi-
dent: the es by the Prime
Minister, Chief Minister and the Home
Minister that the UCCs provisions are fior
the protection and dignity of women.
The audacity of right-wing outfits to beat
upa person inside the court premises is
shocking, That they were able to do this
sobrazenly stems from their sense of im-
punity due to political patronage. Thc in-
cider prove

sions expressed by a Supreme Court
bench comprising former Chief Justice
of India DY Chandrachud, Justice PS

from the culture of the children and i

and Justice | B Fardiwala,

insensitive to the tribal children's needs. The
solution is found in replacing the teacher. This
is based on the premise that a teacher froma
sirnilar background is better than one wha is
not. Yet, it is also true that not all mrrrmbal
teachersarei
research studies. In addition, there are several
other factors that contribute to the making of
a good teacher: Training, service conditions,
waorkemaronment. This, singling out a factor,
o matter how important it may seem, and
giving it undue significance while ignoring
other factors, can be problematic,

Sirnilarly, the realisation that the differ-
ence between abled and disabled is only a
question of degree and not type, and it may
just take a split second forone tojumpacross
the spectrum, keeps us more grounded not

of knmwiedge, this can't be the sode condition
for choosing them.

That's the issue when we look at educa-
tional problems as binaries, oversimplifying

by L beings.

The writer s professor, School of Education,
Tzt Inestitute of Sociol Soences, Murmbai

L R Murmu, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "No
impunity’ (IE, February 12). The state
has no role to play in the personal
choices of individuals, especially with
respect to their choice of partners .
The very beauty of this country lies in
its diversity of religions and practices,
and any mowve towards enforcing
“uniformity” over these is bound to
face opposition from the young and
the educated. The state would do well
to maintain a distance from the
persanal choices of its people. It
should, instead, focus on bringing in
reforms that promote harmony
within the diversity our country
has to offer.

Deepak Sharma, vig email

It was evident that he was confident in
himselE. In January, he said he wasa fa-
ther of two whao is aware of his own po-
tential and knows how long to play and
when to retire. While those words re-
Aected his self-confidence and were fol-
lowed by a good day in the office, we as
wiewwers should enjoy the game withaout
getting too worked up about the dry
spells all cricketers go through,
Krishan Chug, New Delhi

STAY ON GUARD

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Deal-
making with Trump' (1E, February 12)
The upcoming meeting between
Prime Minister Marendra Modi and
President Donald Trump presents a
crucial moment fior India to assert its
trade interests. Given Trump's
aggressive negotiation style, India
should be prepared to stand firm. Ies
average tariff on key US exports —
such as crude oil, LNG, coal, and
diamoends — is well below five per
cent. India has already reduced tariffs
in the budget, demonstrating
Aexibility without compromising on
loxmgz-term goals. Cutting tariffs hastily
under pressure  could  have
unintended consequences.  [ndia
must carefully evaluate the impacts
before making any commitments.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

OPEN AND ROBUST

PM Modi's pitch for open-source Al aligns India's goals with
global realities. Private players must be a part of this project
PTIMISM, TEMPERED WITH a note of caution, marked Prime Minister

Marendra Modi's opening address at the Al Action Summit in P.ans on
Tuesday. Co-chairing the event with French President ror,

EDITORIAL PAGE
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WORDLY WISE
HARD WORK BEATS TALENT WHEN TALENT
DOESNT WORK HARD,
— Tim NOTKE

¢ owe this to the youth

Checking graft in the education ecosystem requires a

combination of technology and value instruction

S MANTHA

IT 15 BAINFUL to hear that a vice-chancellor,

officials of the National Accreditation and
Council [NAAC),

prestigious institutions and office-bearers r.|F

an apparenthy*high-ranking” unlmtywcm

and

the Prime Minister spoke of the “absolutely amazing” positive potential
of Alin health, education, agriculture and other sectors, while also underlining the need
to be alert to its potential for “hiases™. As he did so, he outlined a vision for the future
where “open-source systems. . enhance trust and transparency”, where technology is

enthy for bribes

taken inexchange for better rankings. Itis dou-

bly painful to see the system descending to

the cormuption that was once eliminated.
b sid

democratised and "rooted in bocal ecosystems” — words that carry a special

cy and acc were
brought i iati almost
13 years ago. Compk of every

in the post-DeepSeek world, where old © about capital- and comgpute-int
sive models built ina dosed ecosystem have been shaken by the open-source, cheaply
made Chinese model.

The Prime Minister's pitch for the open-source route comes in the context of India’s
owwn growing ambitions on the Al front. It hints at the desire to strike out on a path that
diverges from the one that has, so far, been Laid by Silicon Valley behemaoths like Google
and Microsoft. Ir signals India's aspiration to be more than just a market for models de-
veloped elsewhere, such as the ones by O penAl, whose CED, Sam Altman, showed much
excitement for the country's vasr and growing, user base on his visit last week, India, as
the PM . is pushine large langy LLM], aplace
for itself in a contest that has intensified in recent months. How intense, and indeed
fraught, this race has become, was evident at the summit, with two participants, the LS
and the UK, refusing to sign the summit declaration — the former on the grounds that
EXCPss| i ould stifle i ion and chal: i ination of the sector, and

process that began with the receiving of ap-
plications, processing tlmm and uploading
deficienci approval
letters was a path-breaking rransformation
that brought about great institutional cred-
ilility, All interaction with the managemsent
of the institutes was either curbed com-
pletehy orkept to a manimum. All expert vis-
its were replaced with online updating of
data, with offline visits limited to the ad-
dressing of comiplaints.

Regulators have, by the nature of their
work, opportunities for comuption. Someone
breaks the rule and someone is expected to
bring them to book. Thisis either done or not

the latter because the statement did not go far enoughin g global

of the technology. Finding common che ing wisions and work-
ing towvards a global concerted approach to Alis the challenge going forward.
Indkia has offered to host the next summit, [n th immee, it st work towards re-

alising its aspiration to shape the future of AL Building a domestic LLM and procuring
high- nnd GPUs — even bulldmg its own GPU, as Ll'mon Minister of Electronics and

Tecl i Vashnaw recently impaortant steps in
thatdirection, As it by mcunvwrhnlhlﬂ!?ﬂl:...n ission — forwhich
s 2,000 crore i is year's Union budget — it must al pri-

vate players, who have typically led the Al race in other parts of the world, including China,
can grow and compete at the highest level, India, as the PM noted in Paris, has no short-
ape of ralent — it must novw show the will to act.

A CLIMATE LETDOWN

Missed deadline on the Paris Pact is unfortunate, Countries
should use extra time to draft more comprehensive plans

HE MOST IMPORTANT part of the Paris Climate Pact is that every country

must renew its pledge, or the Nationally Determined Contribution {NDC),

every five years, All stocktakes have shown that the last set of NDCs were in-

adequate to meet the treaty’s target of keeping global temperature riseto 1.5
degrees Mpm—lndusmal levels, Lastyear, a UNFCCC study showed that the combined
NDCswwoul y 26 2030, Countri lated
tosubmit their new pledges by February 10, However, only 12 countries have adhered to
this deadline. Most G20 countries have missed out — the UK, Brazil, Japan and the US are
among the notable exceptions. However, the US's document is largely academic given
that President Donald Trump has withdrawn his country from the Paris Pact. The
UNFCCC now expects all countries to submit their plans by September when the targets
will be tallied in the run-up to to CoP30 in Brazil,

The sluggish maore than 90 per cent of of the Paris Pact
reflectsa lack ckle the climate crisis, C 1 noww use the ex-
trati T reflect i iti d totheir
first NDCs, More i the NDCs st i '} the Paris

Pact signatories plan to translate theirwords into action. These should not be a replica of
the et Zero plans of the Western workd. A frequent — and valid — criticism of some of
these plans is that they are short. i ways to reduce emission. Critics have also

Pl . i g gy an*buy"such
credits by funding projects that theoretically offset their emissions — will undermine di-
rect action to reduce emissions. A large number of Net Zero plans rely on technologies such
as carbon capture and storage, whose efficacy has been called into question by scientific
agencies such as the IPCC

Anew reckoning of the global warming challenge will have to factor in the disrup-
‘ioncaused by the LS President. Given the impetus in the US behind green technologies,

done fior a price, The cycle is difficult o break
when the stak higher. That said. is cor-
ruption an economic phenomenon which is
judged onethical grounds? AICTE, before the
reforms, was often seen as steeped in sys-
temic corruption that included conflicting in-
centives, discretionary and monopolistic
powers, lack of transparency, and a culture of
|ln|:un|r3LTMsesmmmnd from \M:ahm:ms
peses, which i ions ex-

ploited. New were developed with
checks and balances and these were hard-
coded into an e-governance system, The
AICTE had a large contingent of employees
whowere on de putation, while the rest were
Emmncimd in ﬂ\culd wanys, This combina-
vontheons
h.mdandmmuagedlmpunnymthwnmr
At AICTE, everyone on deputation was re-
placed and the permanent staff transferred.
These decisions came at a price, with threats

Complete digitisation of

every process that began
with the receiving of
applications, processing
them and uploading
deficiencies to generating the
final approval letters was a
path-breaking
transformation that brought
about great institutional
credibility. Allinteraction
with the management of the
institutes was either curbed
cnmplLlcl) orkepttoa
minimum, All expert vi
were replaced with onlir
updating of data, with offline
visits limited to the

addressing of complaints,

both personal and professional, Today, the
AICTE amed the Mational Board of Accreditation
(NBA) enjoy a fair degree of credibility. The
system is still not fool proof and securing it
against corruption remains a work in
PIUEIess. H:rwm'_'r arhm regulatony agencies,
espec could stll
o wiell to learn from AICTE's excperience,

Is corruption limited only to govern-
ment establishments? There are any num-
ber of private companies that indulge in
corruption, This is not a question of your
CorTuption vs my corruption. The issue isa
lack of values in the people who run the sys-
tems. That said, the government — with
transparency and good governance as its
supreme tlead the p
went all forms of corruption.

The pressure to succeed today is im-
mense. Technology can be a leveller, But it
«can only do so much. That's why the re-
forms initiated more than a decade ago re-
quire follow-up today, especially because
snciety places a premium on education like
never before, Our education system has
done well to produce ent paliti-

late into hundreds of crores each admission
year, not to speak of the sale of so-called
“management seats”.

The NAACS proposed binary accredita-
‘tion may be an answer. However, it tends to
gloss over the finer aspects of quality and
puts everyone at an equal disadvantage.
Theere is also the problem of visiting expert
‘teams whao are expected toverify the claims.
This is a huge starting point for corruption.
Data uploeaded to the site instantly, verified
through third parties and legacy data, with
discrepancies flagged instantly, is an idea
worthexploring. DigiLocker, a secure cloud-
hased platform for the storage, sharing and
wverification of documents and certificates,
provides access to authentic digital doos-
ments to the citizen's digital document wal-
let. Why not make it mandatory forevery in-
stitute to upload all their documents, both
academic and administrative, that can be
used as primary sources for verification?

The Mexican economist Angel Gurria,
who was OECD secretary-general between
2016 and 2021, framed the problem apdy
“Integrity.

cians, doctors, engineers, artists and actors.
Even them, it is time to re-imagine it by
keeping values in focus.

Al times, corruption is hidden in our so-
cieties, All parties want to keep their transac-
tions secret, For some, it could be doing
ENNE0Ne afnendlymm forothers itcould
e just minor ur”, Different
ple understand corruption differently.
Incidents of corruption lead to calls for re-

corruption have to be part of the culture.
They have to be taught as fundamental val-
ues,” he said, By all accounts, individual ac-
tion has proved insufficient to target sys-
‘temic corruption. Experts like Gurria have,
therefore, emphasised collective action.
However, whatever the method, it will be
naive to expect that corruption will disap-
pear from society. Our efforts must bcw rein

itin tthe

form. However, reforme by from  educati free of cor isacrit-
paradigm shifts. »calpm—rw,ulsltc for catering tothe needs of
How to effect this ii hiftin the i society, The costs of cormup-

education ecosystem? The realisation that
cormuption is bad and must be dealt with isa
gnod starting point. Second is to understand
the political economy of the system.
Agencies like NAAC and NBA must realise
that the stakes are high for the management
running these institutes. They raise the fees
‘hased on better rankings and hence, they will
dowhatever it takes, Afterall, rankings trans-

tu:lnam paid by the taxpayer. The costs of cor-
ruption in the education systemn are paid by
the country's youth,

Corruption may be as old as human his-
tory. However, regulatory heads and vice-
chancellors ought to lead by example. That
could be the precursor to systemic change,

The writer is former chairman, AICTE

DON'T GO IT ALONE

Rather than withdraw from WTO, India should strengthen trade multilateralism

PRABHASH RANJAN

A RECURRING DEMAND from a section of
Indian farmers is that India should exit the
World Trade Organisation (WTO). They be-
[seve WO rules hinder their abdlity tosecure
a legal guarantee for a minimum support
price [ MSP). Under the WTO's Agrecment on
Agm:u]turv: {Au)\] MSI‘ls :atngunsed asa
Th isthat
|i cnumrms ane pmm:tmd o pnwl:lc such
ies totheirfarmers, it
an unfair advantage in the global market,
rendering agricubtural products from other
countries uncompetitive, As a result, trade-
distorting subsidies like MSP are subject to
specific limits,
The Ao has significant imbalances. The
external mfemnm pmcfERI‘} an average

the country's emissions trajectory may not change for some time, However, the ab: e
of the world's second highest polluter from climate negotiation will require other coun-

pric d based on the base years of
IQ&S—BB against whu:h M5P B cnmparm:l o
tradi 1g subsidies — has

‘tries tovdo more. The question is will they have the resohe tmo d impera-
tives of climate justice in mind, especially since the tariff barriers erected by the Us
President have added to the global economic uncertainties? The record-breaking temper-
atures of January are a warning that the window is closing fast.

THE HERO WORKERS NEED

Itis not the Chinese man who rushed to get back
towork right after a heart attack

HE HLISTLE BROS have a new hero: A Chinese man, whose first words when

he regained consciousness after a heart attack were, "I need to. ., go o work®,

The unidentified man, in his 40s, has joined the long list of people (workers?

husthers?) who have been forced to adapt to.a world replete with job inseou-
rity, rising costs of living and CEOs who have the lastwond on what qualifies as “hard work”
(the answer, even though nobody asked for it, is a work week of somewhere between 70
and 90 hours ). The end result? Mear daily headlines announcing new casualties,

Coming back from the brink of death has led m many Ill'z—changmg i

ly. they runal the lines of, "I need

ormyself”, That for this man, the revelation was, "l missed
wark being sick”, is, however, neither amusing nor life-affirming. According to a report
by de'HD and the ILO, between 2000 and 2016, the number of deaths from heart dis-
ease due to ing long hours increased by 42 and 19 per cent respectively,
Anecosystem that ¢ narder work asth o economic uncertainty, then,
!allsmaccuramly Iacatc the root of the problem, It also creates a damaging narrative
the individual. But then again, if the history of Labour is any
evidence, there is no amount of work that has ever been “enough™ for the boss,

The curbs on work hours, codified in law today, were battles hard won by workers
who had had enough. With a spaawimgglg ECONMMY, deplctrd labour protections, and
the introdwction of tec have toc are unlikely
toahate soon. Taking some time out to " stare at one’s wite”, then, may help alleviate stress
levels. Maybe, that is the hero the world needs instead.

nr.lt been revised in decades. Consequently,
the gap between the MSP and the fixed ERP
has widened dramatically due to inflation.
India has been negotiating diligently at the
WTO to rectify this issue but without suc-
cess, Exiting the WTO, which canbe accom-
plished by Bun-

Itis also important to note
that the WTO encompasses
more than just agricultural
trade. It plays a crucdial role in
international trade law,
aiming to create a level
playing field for all countries

der Article XV of the WTO agreement, would
legally allow India to set ary MSP for as many
crops as it wishes. Whether this approach
would be fiscally feasible is uncertain.
Huowever, regardless of that, is this a suffi-
cient reason for India to exit the WTO? The
answerisa msuundmg o,

by sateguarding their goods
and services against
discrimination in export
markets, If India were to
leave the WO, its exports

would lose national

and most-

‘Within th tAoA, India
alreadly has some policy leeway to support

favoured-nation treatment.

farmers through higher MSF, especially for
crops like wheat and rice, thanks o a peace

It provides a relatively sophisticated mecha-
lusm for resolving trade disputes. Although

clause, Thisc

hallenges functionis currenthy non-oper-
against tladc—dnnnmgsubslmns like price  ational, tlus s)smmn gmerally maore effec-
support, even if they exceed lim-  tiveth Imac
its. Additionally, besup- b mhcrmdc If
ported through other policy i athercountri totheirinterna-
suchas mmammppart, whlnl donotqual-  tional trade law obligations mward India,
ify as a trad ting underthe  Delhicanc hactions at the WTD,

Ao Schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Midhi, which provides farmers with
anannual income supportof Rs 6,000 canbe
enhanced, Unfortunately, the 2025 budget
missed the bus on this point.

It isalsoimportant to note that the WTO
encompasses more than just agricultural
rrade, It plays a crucial role in international
trade law, aiming to create a level playing
field fior all countries by safeguarding their
goods and services against discrimination
inexport markets. [f [ndia were o leave the
WO, its exports would lose national treat-
ment | ensuring nodiscrimination between
Emported and

as it has successfully done numerous times
over the past three decades, If India were to
exit the WO, this recourse would be elimi-
nated, Given that India is not a member of
any major FTA, remaining inthe WTO iseven
muwe crucial for Indian goods and services o
#00Pss export markets,

The WTO is currently facing a significant
crisis, especially with the LIS turning its back
onit, Aweakened WTOwill enable the US to
act unilaterally to confront the economic

posed by China. During such a
critical time of rising trade protectionism,
India shoubd not withdraw but instead work

(] e WTO. This will ensure that

Eavoured-nation tre, (which ensures
no discrimination between trading part-
ners), India would then need to negotiate
d free trade agreements
[FTAs) — a process that would be compli-
cated, elevate bureaucratic costs, and harm
businesses excessively, Moreover, FTAs typ-
ically present more stringent terms than
those of the WTO, particularty when they
imvolve a developing country negotiating
with adeveloped country.
Another critical aspectof the WTO s that

checks and balances continue
to function and help curb rising protection-
sm, Trade multilateralism — the principle
that the WTO represents — is the best bet
for developing countries like India. 1t is es-
sential to communicate clearly with farm-
ers and involve them in this process, as they
are key stakeholders.

Thewriter is professor and director, Centre
[for Internationa! rvestment and Trade Lows,
Jindal Global Law School. Views are personal

FEBRUARY 13,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

HEAD PRIEST SLAPPED

GLANI PRITAM SINGH, head granthi, Akal
Talkht, was slapped by a Sikh youth, Gurmeet
Singh, while he was reciting the holy Guru
C.ranth Sahib at the Takht, The Slumman:
Parbandhak C: i

whu were guarding the Akal Takht hulldm,g
overpowered and captured Gurmeet Singh,

e *The hish nriects are

traitors to the panth and ane hobding secret
meetings with the tormentors of the Sikhs"

GRIEVANCES CELL
A CONSUMER GRIEVANCE cell has been set

epaperindianexpresscom BBl B

by the il Sugglies Mirisry o deslvith

m puhll: agamst various aspects of public

ELS
em, Complaints can also be made by tele-
phone during working hours.

STUDENTS INJURED
MINE MEDICAL STUDENTS of the Ll'luwrslry

Safdarjung Hospital medical superinten-
denl‘s office where the Health Minister was

ing, They herto
discuss their problems.

CIL vs RAILWAYS

THE COAL IMDIA Limited chainman's charge
thatan serof wagn
i the movernent of

College OF Medical Sciences and
Institute Of Medical Sciences were injured

nalfro

Sources, however, poil th

Minister's car was attacked by the security
staff at Safdarjung Hospital. According to the
students, they had gathered outside the

itisthe ClLitself that had detai ards of

thee past three days in the pitheads ufﬁ:urallrs
major collieries in the eastern region.
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TN Guv’saction
counters Constitution

uestions framed by the Supreme Court on the issue

of Tamil Nadu Governor B N Ravi’s handling of bills

passed by the State legislature have again brought
ineMeus the Governor's action on the matter, The Gov-
ernor’s position has not only been obstructionist; it has
militated against the Constitution because he has failed
to discharge his constitutional duty, The court’s questions
and observations eame (i response o a petition filed
by the Tamil Nadu Government against the Governor
forwarding bills to the President after they were passed
by the Assembly a second time. Other states ruled by
non-BJP parties hnuc nhu ar.lr.u\ nched the court raising
similar i bout the actions of g 5 [tistobe
noted that the eourt has in the past :nlnc:m:d the conduct
of governors in connection with the issue but a resolution
remains clusive.

COMMENT

BUILDING BRIDGES

Anew gatewayin
the Northeast

Japan plays akey
developmental rolein the
regionbutsituationin
Bangladesh, Myanmar call
forattention

RAJIV BHATIA

hose in Delhi often focus on the

bigg picture: the US-China stra-

tegic rivalry, for example, and

‘s likely rode in shaping it to s

age. It is only when one moves

= a8 this author did

ruitful daysin

1hrhunhm:lllm one grasps the trie

pleture of c]mn%nl on the ground in

wlvlmnhc of states like Assam
and M ek i

The apex court has asked how the Governor could i
tor the President bills passed for a second time by the state
Tegislature. Under Article 200, the Governor can give assent
toabill withhokl theassent, orreferittothe President. While
withholding assent, the Governor should return the bill to
the Assembly assoon as possible, giv-
ing reasons for its reconsideration,
Article 200 says:“If the Bill is passed
aggain by the House... with or withaiit
amendment and presented to the
Governor for assent, the Governor
shallnotwithhold assent therefrom.”
The Tamil Nadu Governor has not
abided by this provision, Lt was ar-

SC said the
Governor could
not delay assent
tobills based on

a perceptionof
repugnancetoa

engagement with Japan, b
T hwppvrlmllv o deliver a lecture
om Indin's Aet Enst Policy at the Indi-
an Instiiute of Technology, Guwahat,
Tollowed by participation in the fifth
India-Japan intellectual conclave on
“Co-Creating Feosystems for Cha
allowed this writer to nssess how Ja-
i's role in the Northeast and the
y of B regi turaing out 1o
b o gamed! Dt could aceelerate
ceonomic development, moubding e
region's geocconomics and geopolitics.
Bt some concerns remain,
Asian Confluence, a Shillong-based

- central law think tank, osted the swo-day confer-
gued on behalfof the Governor that i ;
the bills were sent to the President :mmﬁ;‘iﬁm?:ﬁm
because th;:z' wrtupn%nf\r:l mlu bt B dlnn w“-mm.w llullt'lm.uun 3
Centr the courtrigl ol i he n

communicated tothestate, gxww\mm h:-undlhn. Governor
could not sit aver the bills based on a perception of repug-

nance to acentral law, and asked how the government was
expected ol what was in the Gow ‘smind,

The Governor's counsel suggested that the Governor
had inherent powers and diseretion in the matter, But the
court said that “inherent powers will not override main
provisions,” The counsel also claimed that “once the bills
were with the President, Article 254 came into play, and
the bills ceased to ¢ The court has not accepted the
nmulnenl :md asked whmherndld not gﬂngnmsl the

whenaG i ned

i’ comcept to angue convincingly that
enhancing connectivity and building
industrial value chains in the Bay of
Bengal region is casential for creating
“a future of shared growth, mutual
benefit, and a stable society.” In this
comntext, much attention was accorded
o Tata Electronics’ collaboration with
Taskyo Eleetron to build asemicondue-
o assembly and testing plant in Jagi-
road near Guwahati, Experts have felt
that it could igger a semiconductor
“revolution” in India, much like what
Sueuki's“people’s car” achieved in the

automotive sector in the 1980s. Nota-
by, the Tata project ks likely to crenate
over 27,000 new jobs,

hrdcplmmtmhgnn mlhc:mn
“We are niot o big state,” he sabd,
wtnc:mllﬁ. “Wie will chor a fiew thinggs, but
wewilldo them well

Call for normal

Varlces from the netghbourhood of the
Northeast seemed stifled at the con-
clave, but there were two exceptions,
The consul-general of Bhutan pointed
to the rebevance of the Gelephu Mind-
fulness City project, and a former
Bangladesh diplomat emphasised the
ndispensability of Indin-Bangladesh
cooperation despite “the liceups of his-
oy Generally, participants seemed
reluctant to talk apenly about how the
stradned relations between Delbi and
Dhaka since the ouster of Prime Min-
Ister Sheikh Hasina in August 2024
have caused considerable anxiety to
Japan. Clearly, asa friend of both India
and Bangladesh, Japan would wish for
I'I[l|'l'l1lkjf o return seon,

Likewise, various proponents of
reglonal con ve been con-
cerned over the deepening political and
m‘uﬂly crisis in Myanmar, Its eontin-
uing fi ion has been taking n

-

Underscoring the Northeast's redein
the overall ar chitecture of India-Japan
relations, Jaldeep Macumdar, Secretary
in the Ministry of External Affairs, ob-
served that “the \Iur:lu.ns: i ot just
o region: it isa ull::wny " 1o Southeast
Asin, H

ILle:u on ‘Kieuna®
oonnection binding Japan and rnnlw Il
s an arvesting blend of strong emotion
and pragmatiem encompassing high-
el innovation, logisties, conneetivity,
and peaple-to-peaple cooperation,
imply put, Japan is drawn to the

shared history, nn:ll;:lhnic common:
ality. The Northeast and its neigh-
Bourhood eompaising Blintan, Nepal,
Banaladash andM | dnced

d Indin's welcome

big toll on the stability and economie
prospects of the Northeast and the
surrounding region. Perhaps Japan,
Irdlin, and Malaysia, as the ASEAN
Chair, could deliberate on crafting the
way out of this quagmire,

Broadly, India's Northeastern states
have eens moving ahead on the path of
political stability, social harmony, and
coonomic development, but Manipur
las been anotable exception. With the
exitof Chief Minister NBiren Singgh, the
statemay re-discover apath tostability
and pence. Besides, India’ Rangladesh

Jopanese busi youth,
and cultural groups i explore |hc|1d\

and M policies need seriousin-
trospection and consultation with the
refevant e: xpv.-rrs l‘lw pn-m':uinn that

tapestry of India, especially the North-
enst. He also voleed the go %
support for stres 11\l.11|n,y, lﬂl'|ﬂLIel |'1m-
e
ment thnm,..hthcgr\-n:crlm;lmmcnl
of Japanese companies,
Inthislargercontext, the Chief Minis:
tersof Assam and Meghalaga macle sub-
stantial p i it the conclive,

il (|
Tvrpes o benefiting from Japans eco-
m:mlr asskstance, trade, technology,

bills. Trar | thequestion by stating that the Governor
is constitutionally bound to approve a bill if the Assembly
pwllmwmmlunmlmlqunlu‘lhmi:ﬁlkarlllwpwnnl
it. Thatsueh abasie Consti isnot

Iy some Governors, for obwvious political reasons, calls for
serious deliberation,

Sluggish HAL needs
urgentreform

Tlu.- recent eomments by Air Chief Marshal A P Singh

about the Bengaluru-headquartered Hindustan Aer-

onautics Limited (HAL) have once again exposed the
deep-rooted challenges plaguing the state-run acrospace
giant. Singh's frustration is palpable as HAL has failed 1o
mecet the Indian Air Foree's (IAF) demands, particularly
thee Failure o deliver the promised 11 Tejos ME-TA aireraft.
His words, “1am just not confident of HAL.” highlight the
gravity of the situation, The Chief of Air Stafl's seathing
remarks come at a time when the TAF is struggling with
eritical shortfall Neet strength, currently operating
with only 31 of the sanctioned 42 squad rons. While HAL
has undoubtedly achieved some significant milestones,
these are overshadowed by its systemic inefMiciencics,

HAL wasestablished with the ambitious goal of making
India self-sufficient in military aircraft production. How-
ever, the company has faced numerous setbacks over the
years. lts persistent inability ta meet deadlines, coupled
with the delays in the delivery of vital components such
as the GE engines for the Tejas LCA MELA aircraft, has
hindered the progress of indigenous defence production.
HAL's inability to meet its promises has also dealt o sig-
nificant blow to the centre’s ‘Make
in India’ initiative. At the heart of
the problem lies a deeper malaise:
HAL culture has become synony-
mious with shaggsishness, inefficien-
ey, and lack of accountability. 1t is
time for the undertaking to break
free from its PSU mentality, one
thatis bogged down by heavy union-
ism and burcavcratic red tape. The
consequences of HAL's underper-
formancearedire, The IAF, despite
s strateghc importance, is lingg with a deqalited N

Defence PSU's
limitations
hinder
indigenous

production,
strategic
aspirations

and enterprise, Demao-
graphic comvergence where Japan's
aﬁ.uhu; population can be asslul-xl by

Himant Biswa Sarmia, Chiel Mlnister

As Indrn Mml Pandey, bcmtary
General of the Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economie Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
mentioned i a wdru MCIsage at the
conclive, thi i
cially 5Ign|ﬂt|ml for the Noetheastern
statesof Indinas they share land or mar

o Assam, visietn
dapan, the possibility of establishing a
Japanese industrialiownshipin Assam,
and imated aJapanese delegation tothe

wouth, for example, A
where 30%of the mphmcrmrwd
as youth (15- 28 vears), came into sharp
Tocus an this dialogue.

Japanese Ambassador Ono Ketlchi
highlighted his government's adber-
ence to the Free and Open Indo-Pacil-

Assam 20 & .amlmll-nsllw

Itime with five BIMSTEC
member-states: Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Nepal, and Thailand, Forg:
ing close regional cooperation will be
Lu'mliunl to them all. This message

e suiminittobe hield lge

Conrand Sangma, Chlcf \ﬂnl.\ln of
Meghalay om theother hand, artacled
priority toagriculral cooperation and
skl development. He spokeof the goal
o tradn 3,000 nurses from Meghalaya

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Twellwith the participants of
the conference.

(Thetwriver iva Distinguished
Feellonw at Gateway House and a
JSormer ammbassadoraf fnidia to
Myanmar)

Friends forever, time and space nobar

My father'senduring
friendship taught me the
true meaningofbonding

ROHINI S MURTHY

G Friendship is the hardest ehing in the
world vo explain. I’k not something
v dfearn dn sehood. But §f you hae-
et bearried the meaning of frendship,
you really faven's fearned anything”
Muhammad Ali
The above quote can be modified
slightly by adding the word ‘true’ be-
Tore friendship, In voday's tmes, re-
Intionships crumble quite fast as they
Tinge on thin threads of mistrust, inse-
curity, and jealousy. Even friendships
reach theirexpiry dates within vears or
even months if they are built on shaky
pround, However, every parent wishes
or their child vo devel E'F:irndillips
with good people,ns they bring positive
influence in their life. Tn many Indian

houscholds, children have g,rmﬂl up

listening 1o ther pnl\'nlsnrﬁc
enes narrate stories about the eternal

frienclship between Lord Krishna and

our house whenever they met. Their
penchant o walk down memory lane
and remindsee about old inckdents not
anly brought a smile to our faces, but it

Jus learmsome i lifee
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SPEAKOUT

The (Tamil Nadu) chief minister has not
learntabout the Union budget properly.

Everyone isapprec

wing. They don’t
want toendorse the

budget and give credit
tothe Prime Minister

NarendraModi...
Tamillisal Soundarajan,
BJP leader

It's clearly a budget. It's got alot of
numbersinit.

George W Bush

TO BE PRECISE

CAN M SPOT
INTERFATH
COUPLES IN A
CROWD? WE'RE

CURIOUSY
e N

INPERSPECTIVE

No green for
the ambulance

Right of'w;
struggle as Bengaluru
ambulances navigate

burgeoning traffic,
passive road users

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA
nd ronds, traffic conges-

jon, adverse weather,
d civie apath
Benggaluru - all of these have
one commeon ramification in
that they alfect emergency
services in the city, especial-
ly ambulance services. Am-
bulances strugglin
reach healtheare facilities
on time have become a re-
curring issue in Bengalu-
ru. Recemtly, an autorick-
shaw driver refused o make
way for an ambulance car
rying a eritically ill patient.

The incident sparked public
outrage but these triggers
eventually die down. It is
cruetal to unclerstand meas-
ures taken by the authorities
|11mmslbkfcraaulcr5ahlmf

Sudama, Inmycase, 1
ghfted me acomic ook on this f
story nordid shenarvate itas a bedtime
read. Mysister and Lwere lucky enough
wvwitnesssuch friendshipatour home,

As a young girl, | was in awe of my
Tather’s friendship with Raja uncle, as
wa fondly call him. He has been a reg-
ullar visitor to our house for as long as |
can remember. Here arelwlndwkln

Hne

lessons lile positive mindset, resilience,
forgiveness, and self-care, Subeon-
seiously, my sister and | started emular

|n:v|llwni|u;mndfﬂrndﬁ.]lhmh'.m'
became mindful about staying clear of
toxic friendships and people whao be-
friended us withulterior motives,

way o

we, s asocicty, have filed o

i mﬂlt'c‘tiwly.
Bengalur rece

lanee to pass. What 18 then
stopplng the citizens from
malking way? One common
trend observed is that when
e ambulance is given way,
there is typically o barrage
of vehicles wying o slide
thiough behind, with the
intent of linding their way
ahead or behind the ambu-
lance, This opportunistic
pi ing often leads o
collisions between vehiches,

n resulting in greater difficulty

ke way foran ambulance?
In 2023, an i-month-old
by died while belng taken
o woahospitalinanambulance,

awing toa traffic jam, A traf-
fie-dnduced 20-minute de-
Ty stood between her lifeand
death. Recently, Bengaluru
also saw the driver of an
ambulance carrying a baby
10 a hospital getting beaten
wp because he had overtaben
another veliche.

Battling citizen apathy

Technological interventions
coupled with enhanced coor
dination between the police
and ambulance servicescan
goal Lmu; mmcmuﬂllu(lnu

3,000 ambulance ips every
day. including the 108 servie-
o5 and tripsby private ambu-
lances. In 20221, 175 accident
victims d:r.-d whllc being

_ Bothare 3 I toclay but trans-

transpy o haspitals for
wreatment. This

als who may not have
i touch with cach other over the kst
sever decades, but their Friendship has
manageid to thrive despite gaps in tme
and space, This is probably becanse
they communicated openly, followed
through on promises they could fulfil,
and most importantly, respected each
other's boundarics,

Research says that happiness is con-
tanggios oy friencls, Happiness, joy,
wiel laughter echoed in every comer of

fults when theytalk o
each other, hycmdtllujukcum] pull-
Ingeachother's kegs. My sister recently
clicked a photoof them standing on the
doorway, and Unele Raja was quick to
O “Hundsome old men with
wilking sﬂck; in their hands but a
smile on their face.” This joie de \1\4:1:
unkiown thinker: fh!}!ﬂwafsmt .rl’.lc
poeyle it your e who make you faugh

number rose by nearly 67%
to 292 victims in 2[]21

reach hospl
an time. The lack of aware-
mess and sensitivity among
citizens poses a challenge.
Moreover, effective imple-
mentational Section 194E of
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1994,
which provides that failureto
allow free passage to amba-
ances may areract a fine u!

cording todatals
galur Traffic I’ulh:\»:B‘I'P).
In 2024, at 00 prople

died in the frat hour after
accidents, throwing light on
existing gaps in emergen-
¢y healtheare services. Nu-
mcmua lives are lost owing

vl lical

ﬂmk:.wm?r!v heer, anel live better,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Universities must retain their autonomy

Apropos ‘UGC regulations: A degree of overrcach? (Feb

12), the author rightly criticises the ce

ment’ a_pn_rpmal mum:nhmn_lhc lJnnm!l:y Lira nts

neral govern:

Earlier, the country faced threats primarily from Pakistan
and China, but with relations deteriorating with other
neighbouring countries, the LAF requiresa fully functional
and robuse ulr power capability, With hostile neighbours
and regic inually i ing, India cannot
afford delays in its defence modernisation programmes,
HM munnnmnl_v mm:le'ltlhrm Tt also e.xcuetlexp«
hnological T
There is an nrgr.'m need for reform within HAL. One

into the L G

c
uinder the Deaft 2025 Regulat jons, This OVE EXposes
the government's atlempis (o exert control over univer-

rning ion

sities, their ¥ A
ideology, The proposed guidelines, w
state governments of their power to )

Fare hike
The recent Metro fave hike by the
BMRCL qutculmnl mdm hardkship

Tarth,

possible route woubd be hiving off non-essential divisi
toeih focuas on o e

government hensive restr

plan for the organisation, wrtll Llcnr timelines, m:munm-
bility, and a focused appnuuh to prnf.lnnlun HAL should
nlw lnl'usr: much: ncctlctl mnumwn mm nnopcrutmn [
al i majors, Asit
stnml-c I{.'\Uuhm‘tctmunmnmu hindranee tothe nation’s
strategic aspirations and India'sdefence security cannot be
leftat the mercy of bureaucratic inefficiencies, The stakes
are high and the nation's security demands nothing less
than o swift and decisive transformation.

i uring. 'Tlu:

employees, nmdl:rl.ts '|nd IIIL j;L'IlL'ml

|ic‘;int¢nrl o strip

soverning body.
ppaint vice-chan-

Aividual

cellors and faculty members, blatantly disregard federal
prineiples. As Jawaharlal Nehro once said, “A university
an::lal’nrrlnlmmnmi for tolerance, for reason, for the
wfideas and for the search of truth.” The
proposed regulations are o far ery from this ldeal, It

I8 imperative that the University Grants Comimission

its  retains its auronomy rather than being reduced o a

MBasavaraj, Davangere

about low i dof
offences can be permitted 1 return
o Parliament and legislatures is
timely. The fact thar 44% of sitting
MPs face eriminal charges, with 29%
I:nngnrrllmmfﬂmnﬂ Iu. murdrr

public. The Metro,

and ray

of :rnu:punn:m{m—:hc middle
elass, has become unaffordable due
{0 this swudden inerease, [urge the
government o take immedinte notice
of thisissue and direct the BMRCL to
reconsider the fare hike,

Satish Jagll. Ralchur

SCmuststepin
The Supreme Court's question

nurpnrlcnlnwtrm .ﬁn:!i(_.'slul !
ruling that convieted lawmakers
wonld kose office immediately was a
St 1plntll.':lmlll irection. However,
tical parties have fafled w take
ruL and now the SC must stepin.
5V rishnan, Bengaluru

K'takaas I'T hub

Irefer to “India's tech capital isn't

0 for large data centres’
(Feeb 10). Bengealiiru, a8 India's I'T
capital, should ideally be a dara
centre hub. However, data centres
require vast resources, Inchading
water and power. Karnataka should
explore alternative locations, such as
Mangaluru, which offers proximity
to o seaport and a nuclear power
plant, This could spur the state’s
growthas an [T hub.

H N Ramakrishna, Bengakru

Our raders ane wekome b emall ietbers bo:
terwleccanerald.co.n oy ketters

emallid - nal handweiten - will be

Al letters must caery the sender's postal

ekl o Hum b,

nml:lu:m‘ mostly because
the esiucken route
to hospital

Bengaluru did make the

s 10,0040 o

fora |(’1‘|I‘IW|'II\|II’I\II"{('RI&’|‘II|
1o six months, or bath, will
ensure a deterrent effect.
‘There must also beactive cf-
forts to discourage attempts
by citizens whe drive reck-
lesaly behind ambulances.
This could include imposing
fineson those who follow am-
Bulances and ereate havoe,
exacerhating the intensity of
thrrnnb

14

transition from
signals to adaptivesignals de-
signed to assist ambul

to seamlessly move thr\:lllp.h
the traffic. Adaptive signals
acjust signal timings based
on real-time wraffie, thereby
clearing the path for ambu-
lances, The move is well-in-
tentioned but there is a need
foer the BTT 1o nssess the per-
formanceof these signals and
extend them to traffic sig-
nal junctions across the
city. There have also been
previouselfonts to launchan
app o helpambulances that
et delayed in waific.

Inthe presenceof adaptive
signals and better coordina-
tion with the ambulances,
what else could impede the
movement of ambulances?
Unfortunately, the biggest
contributors o the delay are
citizens themselves, What
does the law say? Following
the guldelines issued by the
ETP, no challan ean be im-
posed i ene umps the signal

to make way for an ambu-

1dcm|Fy black spots where
the frequency of accidents
is high to ensure that the
response is immediate, It is
alsoimporiant forthe BTP 1o
undertake training sessions
1o eclucaie the public, The
lack of awareness among the
muotorists and the general
public on the serousness as-
sociated with the movement
of ambulances remains a
concern. Ambulance drivers
Teed the pressurne as they drive
through theeitystraflic. Left
tosave lives, moving theou
congested, battered roads,
these drivers are battling it
aut there, Every Bengalure-
an hos been o victim of the
city's burgeoning traffic but
it is when delays on the road
stand between life and death
that you truly comprehend
iheextentol the problemand
understand how the conges-
tlon s fabling all of us.

(The writer fr a semior
restafent fellow e Vidhi
Centrefor Legal Policy)




