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Workers in peril
Paying the price for employers’ negligence

ITTING ducks — that's what all those name-

less, faceless workers are who toil day and

night on development projects across the

country. Their safety is of littke concern to their

employers, even though the infrastructure
sector continues to bea key driver of Indian economy.
When 40-0dd labourers were rescued from Uttarak-
hand's Silkyara tunnel in November 2023 — the risky
operation was watched by the entire nation with bated
breath — it was hoped that lessons would be learmnit o
ensure safer working conditions at construction sites.
That hope has proved to be shortdived.

Two workers were killed when a centring frame col-
lapsed during the laying of a shhbat an underconstrie-
tion building in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, on Saturday, The
same day, 28 workers were trapped when the shutter-
ing of an upcoming building caved in at Kannauj radl-
way station in Uttar Pradesh. [t took a 16-hour opera-
tion, involving personnel of the national and state
disaster response forces and the railways, to rescue all
of them, In contrast, frantic efforts to save labourers
from a watery grave in a flooded rat-hole coal mine in
Assam have proved futile. Criminal ne gligence is at the
core of such mishaps, even as the rescuers put their
own lives at risk to extricate survivors. Brazen disre-
gard for the law by public or private entities shows
enforcement agencies in a poor light.

Why are the humble workers not regarded as
nation-builders? Why are they left to fend for them-
selves? Such apathy does not behove a country that
aspires to become developed (Viksit) by 2047, The
Buildings and Other Construction Workers Act, 1006,
puts the onus on employers to set up safety commit-
tees and ensure that steps are taken to prevent acci-
dents. Non-compliance with provisions of the Actisa
punishable offence, yet offenders rarely get their just
deserts. For the hapless worker, there won't be a
mirsculous escape every time, He or she deserves a
safety net — financial as well as physical.

We don't care

Disregard for art requires a character reset

R ullthe lrlumphn]lam about theartisticand

archi i the past that dot

the Ir:nglh and breadth of the country, our col-

lective resolve topreserve, conserve and value

such magnificence is dismal This ironical

societal trait is not confined to heritage and cultural lega-
cies. As the utter disregard for works of modemn art at a
public space in Chandigarh shows, it's a failure at mul
tiple levels — the administration, the community and
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Disclosure curbs enfeebling RTl law

Much remainsto be done by the Su preme Court to ensure effectiveness of the Act

e e
T HABIBULLAH
FORMER CHIEF INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER

HE Supreme Court's

recent ruling on the

Right to Information

(RTD Act hos invited

widespread  com-
ment and much appreciation
from activists. “An institution
has been created.” mid Justice
Surya Kant; he then pointedly
asked Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Brijender Chahar appeanng
for the Unbon of India, “What is
the use of this institution if you
do not have persons to ;u:rfa'm
the duties under the law?"

‘The Bench asked the govern-
ment why only people from a
spedfichackground (bumaucra-
ey) were the fvoured few to be
appointed information commis-
sioners. “We an take judicial
notice of how many people from
different  walks have been
appointed. .. The entire Commis-
ston is overloaded with one setof
candidates,” was Justice Kant's
telling commeent.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for RTI activist
Anjali Bhardwaj, had pleaded,
“There has been only regres-
sion and not progress after the
court’s intervention, They are
killing the RTI because nobody
is interested in giving informa-
tion. 50, the best way to kill the
law is to rencder the information
commissions defuned.”

‘The intervention in question
wias the decision on awrit petition
(civil) of 2009, of which the pres-
ent ruling is a follew-up. Justice
AK Sikri, a judge with high sensi-
tivity to the nuances of the RT1
Act, had refermed to a report pub-
lished in March 2018, tithed,
: Card on the Perfrmance
of Information Commissions in
Indlia’, Tt found that eight infor-

FURORE: The uMnGmemmenr! racwe Lo amaend the AT At had uwpmﬂa In 2049, rumms

mation comenissions had a wait-
ing time of more than one year for
an appeal or complaint o be
heard, which was caloulited on
the tsis of the number of
appeals and complaints pending
ason October 31, 2017, s aguinst
the monthly disposal rate By ol
flling vacandes in information
commissionsina timely manner,
the Central and state povem-
mentsare, in hisview, fnistrating
the very purpose of the RTI Act
as receiving information in a
time-bound manner is the ‘very
essence’ of the low

The padgment directid in Con-
cusion fv): “We would also like o
impress upon henﬂpmdrnlstu
fill vacancies, in i\xlu:e without

initiated oneto two months before
thes date on which the vamncy is
likely to ocour so that there is not
musch time kag between the ocour-
mensce of vacancy and flling up of
the said vacancy”

The muling sdded: “We would
like to place on recond that afore-
saiel directions are given keeping
i view the salient purpose which
the BTI Adt is supposed to serve,
This Act is enacted not only to
subserve and ensure freedom of

The Supreme Court
asked thegovtwhy
only people froma

specific background

were appointed
information
commissioners.

speech. On proper implementa-
tioe, it has the potential to bring
about good govemance, which is
an integral part of any vibrant

of the right to any information
held by its server, which iz the
government that it elects.

Yet, insolauding the judgment,
it is well to remember that the
apex court has much lo answer
for in enfeebling the exerdse of
this right by the citizenry, having
gone so for as to exceed its own
brrief, which is imited, by actual-

soner Shalesh Gandhi, who
served with me in the Central
Information Commission. (C1C)
that I chairedand is now aleding
KT activist, lamented in a recent
aticke in The Lenflet that “our
righttoinformation is being trans-
formexd into a right to deny infor-
mation before our very eyes”,
After  quoting  from  the
Supreme Court muling in P
Ramaochandra Rao vs State of

democracy. good gov-
ernance is alsoone of the visions
of the Constitu tion.”

Thus that writ petition was
li d. That arder, foll 1

K paka (2002), which lays
down the limits of any court's
Jurisdiction in ruling on any kaw
as, “Courts cun disclare the lw,
they can i the law. they

as it is by Justice Kant's
enforcement. order, no doubt
merits appreciation by the pub-
lie, to whom the right to free-
dom of speech belongs under
Article 19(1Xa) of the Cuna!!u

can remove obvious lacunae and
fill the gaps but they cannot
entrench upon the field of legis-
Lation properly meant for the leg-
islature”, Gandhi cites the
wurt’s  decision  of 2012,

tion, and therefore, o

thus far in Girisgh

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Déshpande vs Central Informa-
tion Commisvion & Others,

Relying on the clause to protect
privacy under Section 8(1)G) of
the Act, the judge went on togive
lcence to refuse most informa-
tion at will to public information
officers, first appellate authori-
ties, information commissioners
and courts. This ruling can anc
imdesd has too often been used to
deny information for which the
Act mandates su0 motu disdo-
sure inder Section .

The Supreme Court gave no
reasoning for this unequivocal
conclusion, but merely stated
that the information sought was
‘personal’ and need not be giv-
en unless alarger public interest
could be demonstrated. It chose
to ignore whether the informa-
tion sought stemmed from a
public activity orwhether or not
its disdosure would amount to
an unwarranted invasion of the
privacy of the individual, which
are provisions enunciated in the
Act and have been eluddated
repeatedly by rulings of the CIC
and the courts.

It is necessary o consider the
areas in which reasonable restric-
tions can be placed on the RT1
while denying information on the
grounds of privacy. These am
defined in Article 192) of the Con-
stitution and can be encapsulated
in two words: ‘decency’ and
‘morality’. Transgression ofeither
would amount o an imvasion of
privacy. Yet, Justioes KS Radhakr-
ishman and Dipak Misra have giv-
en short shrift to these limits and
constriched theAc itselfinajudg-
ment repeatedly taken recourse
toby those in authority seeking to
deny discosure

And 50, whille we might heavea
sigh of rebef ot the stand taken to
uphold the spiritof our Constity-
tion by the SC, we should urge
the revereel institution that much
remains to be done not only 1o
makethe instruments of enforce-
ment — Central and state infor-
mation commissions — useful
but also to ensure the effective:
ness of the law to uphold what
has been described by the count
a8 o constitutional right.

even the artists” fraternity. Why don't we care? Why
does it not matter to us? There’s a litam- of lazy excus-
es: financial ¢ ints, urban devel 1
sures, or the prioritisation of issues s]vmmuhu'r num-
ber of peopleth latethe land Th may not
entirely be about a lack of appreciation,

‘What's missing in the national character and what
regrettably has seldom been demanded of citizens and
of each other is civie duty and responsibility — not
enforced, but a way of Bfe that embraces what's special
and unique. Change would require a reset, and largely
at the community level. Not far from the forgotten
works of artin Chandigarh's Leisure Valley is the Rock
Garden, a phenomenal creative enterprise. It bears the
stamp of a committed individual, Nek Chand, whose
birth centenary was celebrated last month. The long
queues of visitors prove that 'thm: is a geruine desire
10 celet art and its . It then falls
upon the citizen to honour such spaces.

Ancther concern is the self-celebratory fietish to
raze or put out of use structures that have stood the
test of time, The national capital has been leading the
way, sanctioning the drive to weed out the old for the
new, no matter the cost involved or the utility of it
New, but not necessarily better,

Information is the oxygen of the modern age. — Ronakd Reagan

Goas empty shacks,
silent shores

KiiTika Kanwai

Y OA, long regarded as a bustling destination for for-
uﬂer! is witnessing an unsetlling shift, Silent
hm:ka and nearly deserted beaches are ringing alarm

bels. A couple of months ago, an entrepreneur claimed on
social media that foreign Wourist arrivals in Goa were falling.
He was booked for spreading * false information’.

Thee penk semon beging in October and cortinues till Jonury.
By this time, beaches such as Arambol. Mogjim and Anjunain
notth Goa and Agonda in the south are abuze with lourists —
especially from Russia and Esrael. However, during my visit kst
meonith. [ experienced an unusual hall at these beaches.

Flea markets, usually swarming with foreign tourists, had
rew visitors. In muthu- ﬁnlﬂnm;\mukl be enamoured with

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Change for the worse
THERE is a significant passage in this week's Young India
that unfortunately leaves no room for doubt in one’s mind
that the Mahatma is no longer as keen on bringing about a
unitedd Congress as he wasbelieved tobe two months, perhaps
even a month, ago. “Neither the spinning vdu!'l nor the bw

hers, beach wear, leather
huc and other products on display, but this time. shopkeep-
ers and homestay owners rued that many foreign tourists
preferred countries like Sri Lanka and Thailand.

Shacks were lying emply; there were no takers for the
beautifully decorated beachfront areas. Shack owners and
shopkeepers were sitting idle during a season in which
they used to make a fortune.

In contrast, we had struggled to find a beachfront hotel
for our stay in 2023, and were turned back as all hotels
were apparently booked by foreign tourists. We finally
ended up in a hotel quite far from the beach, and that too
at a tariff that burnta hole in our pocket.

However, in December last year, we managed to book a
decent resort at a fairly reasonable price as there were hardly

cott of foreign doth.” he writes, “can t dy worked
in the teeth of opposition from within the Congress ranks.
Indecd, we must strive to gain the support of non-Congress-
men for the national constructive programme. They may not
like spinning or wearing khadder as part of the franchise, but
Thavenot iberals who have any objection lo hand-

spinning as a cottage industry or to the use of khaddar as such
and apart from the franchise. It may be constitutionally
impossible for all parties to acoept the existing Congress creed
or the new franchise and therefore to become Congressmen.
But I hope that the existence of the creed or the new franchise
will not be a bar against joint work wherever it is possible.” If
these words mean anything, they mean that the Mahatma
has now made up his mind or. at any rate, 18 inclined toacoept

. Rooms were avadlable at throwaway rates.

W'hlb the state tourism depariment might have refuted
claims about plummeting tourist numbers, it has failed to
address concerns like fleecing by taxi operators, hoteliers
and shopkeepers that leaves tourists cheated.

A couple of our friends from Delhi visited Sri Lanka recent-
Iy. They told us that the island nation was flooded with
tourists from across the world. The footfall on the beaches
was remarkable. One wonders how a country on the verge of
an economic mllapse was able to revitalise its tourism sec-
tor in just a couple of years. Itis said that Sri Lanka is rela-
tively deaner and its hotels much cheaper, During a visit W
‘Thailand in . I surprizsingly found that it was easier o
find Ivud.l{d»mmdb' huu-ls the re than in India.

the lower ideal of an occasional united front in the
of the higher ideal of a united Congress as the symbal, the
outward expression, the organ of a united India. They mean
also that heno longer wishes the Congress, as he undoubbed-
ly did at one time, to be India's natlonal assembly, but s con-
tent to leave it to play the much humbler role of a body rep-
resenting only the advanced wing of the nation.

e e

Another Ttourist footfall could be
safety. At I}!Anunbul h-ulch, a techno party of a handful of
foreign tourists was disrupted by a group of Indians, who
tried to strike up o conversation with girls. It was an embar-
rassment for us towatch the soene.

Tt is about time Inclia took this as a wake-up cll, or else Goa
will loseits alluring charm sooner mther than litec

TERSTO THE EDITOR

for all

With reference to ‘We aren't masters of our
private universe’ (The Great Game), homo-
sexuality is considered a taboo in Indian
sockety. This also holds true for same-sex
marriage, which does not have legal sane-
tion in the country. This myopic mindset
makes life difficult for some people. They
are often bullied and harassed. The oniis
lies on society to promote the safety. self-
esteem, health and wellbeing of the commu-
nity. Everyone must work in tandem to
uplift these minority groups and save them
from gu ilt, shame and dogma.

ARVIND SHARMA, BY MAIL

Provide relaxed legislation
Refer to ' We aren’t masters of our private
universe’; the right to love and be loved may
be vital, but the Supreme Court’s recent
refusal o accond Jegal status o smmesex
unions is unanimous. Marrdage entails life-
long commitmentand mmifications not enly
for the couple but also for the prospective
progeny (via adoption or surrogacy). Unfortu-
nately, such situstions cn attmel social
ostracism or stigma. Nonet hele ss, Parlisment
is obliged to secure constitutional guarantee
of dignity and respect to queer couples who
battle bias every day. They must be provided
with relaved provision in liws on marriage,
succession, adoption and rights.

LALIT BHARAD'WAJ, PANCHRULA

Awareness on gender equality

Apropos of ‘Sex ratio plunge’; the crisis of
Punjab’s alarming decline in sex ratio
reveals the deeply entrenched patriarchal
attitude. Despite legal framieworks like the
PNDT Act, female foeticide persists, facilitat-
ed by corrupt medical practioes and ineflec-
tive law enforcement. The failure of aut hori-
ties to dismantle dlegal networks that
perpetrate female foelicide is a tragic testa-
ment to the stale’s apathy The lck of
accountability for errant dectors and the
absence of robust tracking mechanisms
exaoe thate the problem. Tt ic fadl-

Impose strict punishment
Refer to “Sex ratio plunge’; it is a matter of
grave concern that sex ratio is fast plummeting
in Punjab. This alurming decline shows that
the PNDT Act s not being implemented in let-
ter and spirit. It shows lack of political will to
enforce the law strictly: It appears that dodors
at private diagnostic centres are conducting
prenatal tests with impunity to determine the
sexof the child. Besides, a patriarchal mindset
is adding to the problem. Apart from strict
enforcement of the Actandimposing exxmpla
ry punishment to rein in eving doctors, hold-
ing awareness camps at the gmsswots kevel to
educate people is the need o the hour,

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Alliance facing setbacks
Apropos of INDIA wilting’, INDIA blocs
dedine stems from its weaknesses, but its
leaders are not scknowledging this reality.
Though the Congress is the largest member of
this alliance, it does not commancd the respect
of its regional allies as its performance has
been below par in state elections. Though the
Congress did quite wellinthe 2024 Lok Sabsha
paolls, the credit for its improved tally should
Ivh-wmlmu-ndummmlmm
In af binding c Litmay
not mlheluulllu.sl.lmﬂl‘hwd -headed pol -
itics. A national alternative to the BIP
remains a democmtic imper tive. But for itto
be enduring and persuasive, it will need the
Congress to be bigger and stronger

SK SINGH, BY MAIL

INDIA bloc must close ranks

‘With reference o' INDIA wilting'; the percep-
tion is st builchng that the INDIA bloc is wilt-
imggand has ot been able to put up aun tedand
cobesive front against the BIP s biggest con-
stituent, the Congress. has also not been able to
provide a robust keaders hip to the aliance. In
the Delhi Assembly elections, AAP and Con-
gress are at loggerheads with each other: This
doesn'taugur well for the alliance, The INDIA
oc needs to put up acohesive front, ifit is real
Iy el  todislodge the BIP from poser.

ures highlight the state’s unwillingness to

take serious action against this human rights

violation. The crisis calls for urgent action.
SAMIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

TII. only way i= that the partners exthibit unity
andwork out a dear-cut madmanp, rising above
their ideclogical differences.

IRAW SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Letiers o the Edor, typed in double space, should rot exceed the 200-word kmi.
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KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC ANALYST

5 the United
States  readies
fior the i naugura-
tion of Donald
Trump as its
4Tth President, | have a sense
of disi v, Tramp's swearing-
in as the45th President is the
only presidential inaugura-
tion that | skipped since Twas
posted to Washinglon as a for-
eign correspondent i the
fimal full year of the Bill Clin-
ton presidency 26 years ago.

I skipped the ceremonies
on the adviee of bipartisan
ontacts and reliable

sources,  Behind
their wellmeaning advice
was the primary fact that [
am a journalist. My badge at
the inauguml ceremonies
would identify me as one.
Moreover, [ would be in the
medin endosure near the
Refecting Pool, which, on a
clear day, will reflect the
swraringdn of new presi
dlents on the steas of Capitol
Hill During that poll season
which saw Trump emerging
vidtorious, the Hepublicans
[} 1 the medsa as an -
¢ This was nol entirely
without reason. The bulk of
the US media — espedally
the mass subscription liberal

Ehe cribune JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 13 JANUARY 2025

mexdia on the east and west
wasun firte Tramp
throughout U
He did not have a level play-
ing feld in dealings with
American journalists.

Tam brown in complexion.
Black people are an inalien-
able part of the US social fub-
me If they are trifled with by
mednecks in acily like Wash-
inglon, which i predomi
nantly black, there will be
aonsequences for the perpe-
trators of white racism. Not
= with the brownskinned
mirvuscule minority, who are
alko meek compared o
African Americans. This also
shows very visibly in the
ongaing mud-sBnging
agninst H-1B immigrants

The underlying  anger
which culminated in the Jan-
uary 6, 2021, riot on Capitol
Hill was already there when
Thimp was being swom in
for the first time. Thump
begun his presidency with a
jpeeve that the U'S media had
deliberately  underreported
the crowds at his inaugura

tion. If the most important
gy of a pers pal itheal life
beging  with Erievance

aginst the institution of the
Fourth Estate, he s likely o
spend the rest of his public
life underminingthat institu
tion, Never mind that the
Fourth Estate is one of the pil-
lars of democracy in the US,
Trump did not sucoeed in
this destructive mission as
Pregident. That was not for
want of Urying every day for
fiowr years from 2017,

But his next presidency

OPED
Trump’s new term draws near amid scepticism

may b different. The spate of
resignations in the main-
stream American media in
recent weeks — induding the
dissolution and reconstitu
tion of the Editorial Board of
The Washington Post in Odo-
ber — are ominous. Partisan
new owniers of legacy media
have chosen o kow-ow to
Trump even before he has
moved into the White House,
Soclal media will mostly be
the new President’s facilitator
instead of an outhet for free
expression Meta's litest deci-
sion o get rid of independent,
third-party factchechkers in
the US is the latest assault on
truth in that country.

A saving groce is that insti-
tutions b the US are stmng
That is why they survived the
tenure of the 45th President

Tada - |
INCORRIGIBLE: Trump has criticised Biden for a 30-day state mourning for ex-President Cart er, sounes

Ifthe most
impontant day ofa
persons life begins

withagrievance
against the
institution of the
Fourth Estate, he is

likely to spend the

rest of his publiclife

undermin ung it

Officers of the Metropolitan
and Capitol Police paid with
their lives to sve the high
domed , which is
emblematic the workd ov
theoldest democracy on earth.
On January 20, they will once
again be prepaned to offer the
ultimate swrifice to probect
those they mary not personally
like and whom they have vol-
od against in Washington,
Mar and Virginia, the tr-
jpoinits which are similor o the
nal  Capital Territory
(NCT) surrounding Delhi 1
tibute to the strength of
Amer institutions, low
enforcement  agencies  are
allowing demnons trations
aginst the incoming Presi-
e, A magor ral ly in Was hing:
ton in support o Trump is also
planned on the day befon: he

taboes oflice. 1is pradseworthy
that in & media brieing last
wiek, US Seoet Service
ok person Anthony
Gugbelmi said such demon
strations are not being viewed
as secunity throats and upheld
s vghits of people to protest
Theme are fiw other countries
where this can happen. The
Seernt Serviee is the lead
agendy in change of security at
the presicbential inauguration.
Unlike  the
Trump's Bt swenringin and
the start of Joe Biden's presi
dency soon after the vialent
attmck on the Capitol fole
orclained that there would be a
dress rehearsal of safeguards
o @ proidential soale during
all of kst week. The 30th US
President, Jimmy Carter, died
nber 29, Mandatory
ed with his
“ving in sale”, and tribules
before his funerl oce
one such dress rehe
other, of course, was the archa
e certification by the US Con
wress of electoral college voles
that Thump has, indeed, been
elected Presiclent. It was such
certification of Biden's elec-
tiom four w 0 that rioters
trierd to derail and physically
hasm  then  ViesPresident
Mike Penee and then Spealer
of House of Represents
Nancy Pelosi Becouse of all
this, Washingon has fortu-
ftously been protection-ready
since Christmas, unlile any
previous presidential inauaga-
rathon in recent memory
There is an ewie gmilanty
between Norendr Mocdi's first
swnring-in o8 Prime Minister

mn-up o

i 20 and Trump's seomnd
coming, as it were, Modi invit
el Paki stan’s then Prime Min.
ister Navwaz Shanifl — among
other guests — and Trump has
similardy invited China's Pres-
et X Jinping Unlike
Shirif, X ks ot going o Wash-
inggton. The Rwreign Ministry
in Beifing s keeping everyone
puessing on the level of Chi-
na's epresentation, No jrevi
ous US presidentelet hoas
invited fordgn leaders to his
inawguration, and hing to
the US State Department, no
Hed of Stale ha been in
Washington duning previous
Januwary 20 ceremonies. Al the
time of writing this pieoe, only
Argenting’s Pressdent Javier
Milei, who is booked upon as
Washington's poodie by some
Latin American counfries, is
ecperter] o attend

Acconding to books written
by people who were in the
inner drde of Trump's White
House, the President is high-
Iy superstitious. Pon star
Sormy Daniels said in a doc
ased last year
that Trump's weird hairdo is
because he bebeved he
would be powerless if he lost
or properly combed his hadr
That superstitious tmit may
explain the vehemenoe with
which Trump  criticised
Biden for ordering a 30<ay
state mourning for Carter. In
ahistoric first, Magswill Ny
halfmast during
swearingdnas a
for those who ar
stitious, it 2 not
s Wiy o start & new pres
idential tenure.

Trump's

Legal framework to protect digital datamust be flexible

ANU BIS!
PROFESSOR, INDIAN STATISTICAL
INSTITUTE, KOLKATA

HANKS to our
powing  digital
dependence,  the
majority of our por-
sonal data s now
in the digital form. To facili
tate the implementation of
the Digital Personal Data Pro-
tedion Act, 2023, which ere
ates a frumework for process-
ing digital personal data in
Imadian, the Ministry of Electron-
fies and Information Technalo
Ky (MeitY) has created the
draft Digital Parsonal Data
Protection (DPDP Rules, 2025
By providing necessary
detalls andd in an effort o
strike a balance between the
nesd to process personal data
for legitimate purposes and
the right of inclividual s to pro-
et their data, it seeks to for-
tify the legal framework for
the profection of digital per-
sonal data. The government
has given stakeholders 45
duys to give inputs or com.
ments on the daft nules
The joumey of data protec
tion legislation is intriguing
The Workd Economic Farum
(WEF) started o project called
“Rethinking Personal Data™ in
2010 to deepen the collective

understanding of how o pring-
pecl, collaborative and  bul
] personal dats ecogystem
can evobve: The main goals of
the General Data Protection
Regulation| GDPR), which was
avated by the Burpean Union
in 2008, are to simplify Ue meg-
ndatory framewark for intema
thonal business and to improve
individuals’ ownership and
rights cver their personal data,
In Bt the UK alsokept the biw
wvin after bieaking with the
EU  Additionally, countries
such s Bradl, South Korea,
South  Afrien,  Japan d
Turkey — and the Americ
state of Califbrnia — adopted
the GDPR as a mode] for peo-
fevting personal data, China's
Fersonal Information Protec
Hon Law became operative in
Nowernber 2021

In today's social media-driv.
enworld dominated by the Big

tion, within India under the
Data Protection Bill,. which
was first introduced in 2019
anel later withdrawn from Par
Eamwntin 2022,

Tischs, dita locali sation is adel-
iate issue. Data lomlistion
mefers to actions thot mestrict
it fow within o jurisdie
tion's boundarie cer the
Duta Protection Act deared in
August 2023, the Government
of India had stated that it
wontld merdy indorm the terri-
fones where Indian personal
ehitn cannot be taken to. Fol
lowing immaculate loblying
efforts by the tech companies
sgguinst o provigion in an k-
o drafl bl that mequired
severe localisation rules, this
was viewed i o significant vie
fory. Companibes were requined
o keep copies of cortain sensi-
tive personal dita, such as
financial and heulth infoma-

for companies to export any
undefined “crtical”™ personal
chita from Inclia. Rob Sherman,
vicepresident and  deputy
chief privacy officer of Meta,
s in 2022 that the country s
data localisation regulations
g ht ke it “diffcult’” for the
Iusiness to provide its services
there, And Keith Enright, the
chief privicy officer
stated that noom
isution shiould be
tailored as possilie

Significantly, the draft Digi-
tl Pemsonal Data Protection
Rules, 2025, reinstated data
localisation, o Big Tech annoy-
ance Lhal had been eliminated
in the Data Prolection Act,

A THIN LINE: Data localisation s a masjor Issuie intoday's soclal mediadrven wodd, srums

Ihe goal of the draf
DPDP Rules is o
strike a balance
between the right
to privacy and
technological
advancement.

223, The goal is to establish o
cenitral bocly that will collabo-
mte with sectoml regulators
and other ministdes to suc
oesafiully deploy local dlata stor-
age without interfering with
business operations. The gov-
emment is considering giving
the: inchustry two years bo tran-
sithon to the newLsw and set up
ther systems for compliance
The introduction of possibde
olligations for  “significant
data fiduciaries” with relation
tocmss-border data sharing is
an intriguing feature in the
draft regulations. While busk
nesses and organ sations Lhat
gather and handle personal
data are considered data fidu
claries, “sgnificant dota duc
ares” will b chosomn based on
thequantumand sensitivity of
the personal data they handle
aswell as the potential threats
to Indi's sovewignty and

integrity, electoral demooracy,
security ane public omder I is
anticipatex that the Big Tech
companies, such a8 Amixzon,
Micnsoft, Apple, Google and
Meta, will be colegorised as
impuortant data fiducaries
Aubditionally, the draft regu-
lathons permit lech businesses
o put in place a syslem for
obtaining “veriflable” parental
apprval prior W0 promessing
childen's personal data. In
essnce, when  compankes

experts, educational institu-
tions, creche and dayeare
facilities be excused from
rexuiring parental agreement
before processing chilklren's
personal data.

“Yet, we cn't just hit the
‘pause button” and ket these
issues sort themselves out
Building the legal, cultural,
technological and sconomic
infrastructune to enable the
development of a balanced
pemonal data ecosystem s

exgressal d ver
the potential difficulty afimple
menting the rule, the govemn-
ment has decided not to pro-
pose a mechanism Fomitsend
il s irstend left it ug tothe
oornpnbes o dhoose b syetim,
In thee evend of o clota breach,
dita fdudaries will be
reqquired to notify affected par-
thes “without delay” about the
breach, inchuding its nature,
soope, Sming and location; the
implications that the breach is
likely 0 have for the impacted
user; and the deps that have
been taken or are being taken
to reduce sk, among other
things. Failure to take ade
quate precautions o avold a
clata breach coulkd result in a
fine of up to Rs 250 crore.
The Duta Protection Act has
@ven the government or its
agencies broad exemplions
for piro ng the personal
information of residents on
the basis of “public order™,
“friencly relations with other
states”, and “national securi-
", among other things
Additionally, the govemment
has suggested that health

witully i P R
the state of the wordd” the
2011 WEF repot snid Forsim-
lor reasons, we allso ungently
need a concrete law: The goal
af the draft DPDP ruiles is 1o
strike a balance between the
right to privacy and technolog
ical advancement.

In the near future, the quan-
s and discover
jes off the hidden potential and
nsks of personal data will
unddoubtedly v
onstanily shifting patiern,
puirien: domiain, demand and
seope of dats transemitting into
an unknown horton. Addi
tionally, there cught 1o be a
dynamic alteration in the pat
tem with echnological evolu-
tion, our intrusion into the Al
workd and changes in the glols
ol dimate, geopolitics and
tradi=, Any legisdation pertain.
ingg b thee protection of penson.
al clata should have the ability
to easilty and oontinuously
ackipt o the changes. We can at
best hope that our legislation
will b albdee o incorporate that
level of aclaptation ancd Meadlyil
ity i effectively m possibile.
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CONTRAPUNTO
The desire to make off with the substance of
others is the foremost passion nature has bred into
us and, without doubt, the most agreeable
= MARQUIS DE SADE

Data Dining

Culinary smarts may not be enough in the food biz
when online platforms are armed with customer data

nstant gratification is still a dream but we are getting there
Il‘ml adi-minute plzza delivery, we'vecome tochhole-bhature
10minutes, Blinkit's Bistro, Swiggy's Boli and £ Lepto's €
Swish, Zing and MagicNow are s Lllu‘m!yin the super-quick del wt-rs'
game, more might follow, But there's a hitch, Notiee that these are
tech firms that started out connecting restaurants with customenrs
Ina sense, they were online marketplaces for food, Restaurants - big
hrumk nd small - did the cooking, they did the connecting and
yin e beginning they even sweetened deals by throwing
in [H!l!'[llll'llk But now aggregators reportedly want to bypass
brands for quicker deliveries, and restaurants don’t like it

of India (NRAI, which claims to represent  over 500, :Kn
restaurants, sayvs the aggregators have totted upmountains of data
nbout customers over the years without sharing it with thom,
They know what all Mrs Bedi ordered over the past five vears, from
where, payment methods she used,

] discounts she applied, ratings
she gave...everything, One food
aggregator recently shared it

» hael fulfilled 9.0ce biryani

- orders and 5.8¢cr plzza orders
(\ 3 last year. That's the data
o mound they are sitting on.

=g ~ Mo wonder, restaurateurs are

¥ worrled. They say aggregators know

customers o well, and onling ordering has become such a
habit, that 'private labels’ - new food brands created and owned by
aggregators - could hurt established urants,

NRAI and another hospitality bod
Restaurant Associations of India (FHRAT), argue that the
nothing i outamarketplace competing with individual u-llc'l 5.
It's like a mall owner who sets up thelr own-brand food cou
o 1I1|‘Illfl nnrl '-!mw on the |,|'ﬂ1|ncl Noor 1|1|I forces renters upst
etplace,
iors
search

of leading aggr
gEregators, just as alternati
truggletoe nmlwlt-wllh the market leader.

'l‘!n- matter scoms headed to the commerce ministry and Compseti-
e, but aggregators deny using data to under-
ae they have built separate apps for their
10minute services, 1l take them at their word, but data oceu-
phos agrey zone in India. an net customers, only
good food will retain them, The restaurant business 1s a eautlonary
tale - by some accounts it has the highest failure rate. Aggregators
donning thechef s hat should be propared to burn thedr fingers,

. -~ ~ .
Wait For The Calling
There's no age for asceticism, But there is an age to go
to school. The Juna akhara case has lessons for all

le Juna akha

'a's decision to stop initintion of a 13-year-old
0T nll-s way :JE IIF[I -shmllll sound eaution to
pirl's parentssaid
0, “shealways wanted tobe
asadhvi”, Cana 13-year-old be expected to recognise what entering
monkhood entalls? Prayer and worshipare considered benefleial in
and of themselves, but its the parents’ understanding of their role,
and agency of a voung teen, that needs parsing.
ralarge partof India, childhood is butanage. Children lnbour,
both boys and girls are exploited, they'ro forced to beg and steal,
they're not in school - they lve adult lives, not out of cholce,
Even among teeming middle classes, betweon
unfiltered social feeds, TV reality shows, and

uneurated selfle-vecls (Insta effortlessly replaced
T

||i| e ane ¢ :1|||1|m(l!1‘iml and sexuali-

rformat
:Iw-su lm, » for festivals on loop, Glven India's
reality and religiosity, it isn't impossible to
Imagine parents agreeing in good faith to give
away their daughter to rigorous practice many
doubtless consider the ultimate calling.

T is not to shame the pares Bt ask,
what does the law say? For one, shouldn't all 13.yearolds be in
school? That's perhaps theone thing middle class parents must hold
on to - education till at least Class 10, Teen years are tumultuous
times. It is the time to experiment, yes, but not the time to take life-
altering decisions, It is the time to grow up, and for parents to
shepherd, not to give up or give in. A child's ‘consent’ is not valid in
law, India's age of consent s 18 (glven moral conslderations), but to
work is Just 14 (glven practical considerations). There's much left to
dotosecure children's rights - tostart off, a mindset change among
adults about what childhood is,

California driving

Fire behind vou, a different hell ahead

Arnab Ray
Growlng up in India, LA was the land of adolescent dreams:
Promakn Anddi Ao, sun nl sand, canyons and hills,

Beautifil people, and Hollywood, o neverland of light and
shadow, On moving heve us an adult |saw it for what 1t really
I8 - high taxes, insane treaffic, unreally priced real estate,
Crazy o Imlmlmn andd the part they skipped in Californio
Columnlst based  Dirvarning.
In Los Angeles.

I hawd just I»u'nnu- on Angeling when 1 wa
dam by the soumds of punehes on e woode
Found two LAPD odTlcers seream Ingg at e You have to

wokin ugp at
door Opening i1, 1
NOW, Half-awnke,

o thir back of my
Namves Teagling from (e top, of fire as long as
rling wp from behined. §had no ldea when | had been

1 could se, and smoke
transported (o Sauron's laekyard in Mordor,

Blinded by fear amd packing whatever | could within ten

{‘\u(') minutes, Ldroveout, not knowing where L was supposed to go, Okay,

Iwill go to my ofTiee. | have and my iy and 1eould

:) sty the night, As 1hit the road to work, there were fires on both

b, the wind carvy ing spocks of smonlderingombers, bt at least

there was no iraflie. This wis ool Decanss even a3 in the night, the opposite
shde was chock-a-block with cars deiving in theother direction.

Al that imor
rigghng, s
as 1 joined the e
At RS wers
Fliv Dapi

i, wne thankfully. other dri
ol Moedng the Mve, By Sam, 1 found o hotel room, while many
away. Wi spont twodays watch ing on TV as the Los Angoles
wirhed o save our nelghbourhood, which they did save, for
L,

¥

Boow, ma thee Palisades fire engulls this ity and we live in terrer of 1n-.-k fire
soanon, am more pre pared for living with flames but no less seared, for this Is
Lifi i Los Angolos - ot horeal Beauty, onemoment, soe spark, onegust, and then
tis Hell's Inferno,

MORE THE LAND

MORE AT ¢

LA
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Don’s Akhand America...TThen What?

‘The US prez-elect’s territorial ¢

Jug Suralya

His detractors say that as US prezelect,
Donald Trump makes n great stand-
upesmie.

As proal they might adduce his
vecent ane-lnors about making Canads
Eh 138 LIS atate, taking aver Denmark's
Greenlond, selzingcontral of Panama Canal, nnd as o
\||'HIL'u|L\l]l|llu|'Ahlﬂl’l|:|i.

i Ingtoit"
||Icu|u| ulluuwu-ln

suffor from seller's regret, not o caveat emptor but a
cavent verditor, and say he wants to rescind Russia's
Immnm-li Alaska o Amerlea for §7.2mn and
v ot for an answer,

'rlu-)-l neh mightalso ehoose o roverse thelr 1003
salo of Loulsiana to US for $15mn, a more bagatelle,
m i baguette but just the e rumbs of one, mon

However, in both Instances the reversal of sales

cpansionism could start a global Operation Landgrab

1% knowmn as the “amigo country” decldos that it wants
baack the wholeof Texns, Iul{ullfm e, Newada, Utah,
alargechunkof Calorade Mexieo, Arizona, and
Justasliceof Wyoming, graci;
All this real estate. amount ing to almost
Moxico's total area, was codod to US by the T
Guadalupe Hidalgo that put an end (o the Mexicean-
A Flean war waged betwisen VG and 1848 bn which
U'h-:m-n.nl;u the victer
for th

might s
the territories invelved. In the

prged by the original of
ool Alaska these

As
oxere I\m B 1h.| lghtof ‘m

ot mmp this e
o declare tari(f

Iy to keep the
products of ether countrios ond, is
getting entive countries (o by
. atogk
W into your domain, in
holds-barred acts of mergers
il megulaitbons,

Alver all, o formor US seeretary
of stute suid thit Americn was the
workd's only “Indlspensable natlon”,
by Impllcation asserting that Us
eould relog: I other nations to
dispensabil subsumed under
thihogemony of Unele Sam, Allof
this might amount to standup
eomedy Ut makes Joy Leno sound
like o character out of a Greek
tragedy.

Howover, whon the  stand-up
eomedinn in question §s about to
Owval - CHTlee, Lt
Resolute Desk, and have ot
command football” that gives him

Manifest Destiny
(™)

gavie Mexleo S15mn pluu-quu.
total sum that worked out te about

were 1o call off the
deal, offering to return the $i8mn
with Interest, and ask to have half
thelr country bock, por faver,
Uncle Sarm could find himaell n a
what with John Wayne no
ol o defond the Alamo,

Torgn
and the first convicted felon to
enter White House not quiteenpable

of filling the lo
cowboy baots,
Cliose to howmwe, Portuggal, Holland,
ark  and  France might
spectively lay retro elalm to
Gom, Chuchur L]
Pondicherry, w
East India Comp
o ghits over (he
thie country, excepting tho
which wore undor prine
Hawevar, in 1o
Indin might demand reparations
froam Britain for the two centuries

gendary  Duke's

Dy

ihe power te unleash 5,044 nuclear
warhwads faster than a home-delivery plze, all of o
sunelelon serlously funny ideas ave annly gotting sorious,

T CCL'S ITOLEO he wants to
turn USA Into the United Real Estates of Amerlc
could trigger a chain resction of retaliatory territorial
tnkeover blds,

To bagin with Cear Viadimir, whom Troump consi-
dlors o bueldy: might net becontent withoxpanding his
empire to incorporate o stoutly resistant Ukralne,
ould undergo what might be called the reverseof
by remorss - having second, or n third,
thoughts alsout the purchase ene has made - and

imshi, u1|n|u|u|l|1': 8,
who would 1I| " lhlll the Russian disposal was
malafhdeon the ground s tt noone had sowght thelr
permission for the handover,
Intheenss of Loulstana, similar objoct loms could be
raisod by bndigenes that i thie Chl
the Tunlca, the Houm
Meanwhile, southof the border, down Mexieoway,
s Ehe song g the waters of what the Amer
enll the RioGrande and the Mexicans call the Bio
dol Nort might get more than a little muddbed if

of depredations of colonial raj,
whichaccording o varying estimates would tot up to
soveral trilllon pounds, the shelling out of which
eotld cause the Old Lady of Thin dbe Streat to

sucenmb o ftal card i . e King.
In lew of maonet recompense, India might
8 of Loleoster

accept sovercignty over UK clt

igh hverd | the London suburb

¥ colonisedand

Drcome renlms where B Do morphed
into the o ar of asarl-clad Brindabhenji,

A tranaformation that o gtand-wp eomic, or i preg.

olect, might find seriously funny, Or funnily serious,

‘Strength only respects strength. Isro’s team strength
and teamwork have always been its success mantra’

[nl'

O Suowdny, Tero made cantious progress on o e
o complex satellite docking manoewvre, indige

developed, ¢ over decking is a feat only US,
Russba and China can boast of, lsro’s now chiof, rocket
oW
with 41 years of space rescarch

sclentist V. Narayaman assumes offkce ton
Norayonan,

lan 143,

Ageney

harlp it become  spice superpower;
“The 6k yearodi was born o frmer C Vanniyaperumal
i 4 minal in Melakatiuvilag
o nnel grow up in modest
stances. The eldest of six siblings studbed
n Tamil-mediwm govt schools, often disrupted
by radn due o poor infre, His house oo il
electricity only when ho was in
nlnth grade, |k'r'|)|'4-]nl|l|||h|Ir:|
i 1684, he worked
"I Diamond  Chadn
ven by a yearning to learn,
hn- completed his AMIE in
mechanieal enghe g follo:
wod by an MTech in Cryogonic
Engineering and doctorate in
Awrog Engineering  from
UT Kharagpue From a modest
I Nadu village to beeoming lseoe chalr,

s journey oplic dotors
and exeellence, Excerpia:

V5RO

VSSC Inttially, worked on sounding rocket nctivities,
e pursued my MTech where Lranked topof cliss and
won best student pward, fullowod by a PhDwhile working.

® Was the I then?
Ttenane asa great surpeise, and [Relt doeply privileged
wis entrusted with this responsitility. My immediate
thought wasabout the fntastic [seo team and low eom-
fortable | felt knowing wecould achieve our goals together,
11's & great responsibility, but with the whelehearted

® Did you always aspire to join Isro? Tell us abowt

ith two SpalbEX D 30, W04

e next g cher capabde of plaging
30,000k in low M has also approved the
first moduleof space stationdevelopment.

Could you elaborate on Isro's role in supporting
ndmnlndmr
As part of spaoe sec reforms, lsro has the respon.
sllillity to handhold the country's privite industries
and rtups, W will support them in various spae
reluted activities, including satel e development, data
procossing, and launcher development

® lsro mow works shoulder-to-shoulder with
agencies like Nasa..Your thoughts on the next

7
Todbay, Indla has matured significantly in

THHY We've hwum-ll Ighly capalie in several areas
and are contributing signifcantly,. We bellove
some activities are better done eollaboratively,

taking ofhers into confidence. International

0 grow

'maﬂmﬂmwmmmmw

Thvo Noxt Generation Launch Vehicls (NGLV)
15 Indeed a cruclal project, featurl lquid
oxypen methane propulsion system. But §belleve
in lsra's team strength, Our success mantrn has
always been toamwork, and we bellove the orgn-

fourney...

1 had humble beginnings, When | ranked first in
Clivas 10, my fathar asked someoni in the village whist to
do. He was told to envol me i a polyiechnic course as
Ahvint woulid fisteh e a job. 18 was only understood
mniltiple things, includingengineering, Atthe time, my
anly eoncern wns o find a good job,

8o, 1 ® iy 1 bl groat nmbitions to joln Isroas o
young boy, Isro was unknown to me because of my
lgnorance, having grown up in s village. Gnly after [
completed my studies did [ e aboui lsro lJ

nted was o decent job, But 12
ting In my best offort whatever the

|tk 1 J.-:m-cl

support of the ontive team, Fm confident we can fulfil
our missions.

® What will be isro's immediate priorities under your
leadership?

Our immiediate forus s on il key misslons,
This month, we'll launch the NVSO2 navigatbon
oy sutedlite b our second-generat b

y 1o preparing for the fivst
n programme n the
coming months. Additlonally, we hove lmporiant
misslons like the Venus mission and divelopment of

mkanthon mnd countey areatiove individusls, With
anr dodleated and dovoted team, 1'm 100% confident
wie' Il mecompliah all o e andd conteibute (o
aur country’'s developre

1 believe people in Tsro d work jus aney
1 mbout sntisfaetion and e right enviconment that
barings tham o comfortable cnyivonment to contribule
to. My focus 18 on ensuring people are happy and
comforiable, which naturally brings out their best
performance, When you have o good environment,
VOO oonEr tes b

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace

Thive yion nlsi
fecnrmend chot
seere fiom
the river: that
there is no
strch thimgas
time? Thet the
wlvereat the same
e o et the

riverfs ev
time, at the
moth, af the waterfall...

Hermann Hesse

Mahakumbh Opens Doorway To Transformatlon

Anandmurti Gurumaa

lix Mashakumbh Inuu wnil
onle o Inal culiure
nel ancient herltage. Justasa

vast oconn gathors withi
ATEELING Erove af preclous gem;
profound mysteries, »proser ving thoem

hie potof iect
atrug

AdiShank
ot bl sl th

naued bot
elemmons toelalm it Durlng s tussle,
lrops of nectar foll it four locations,

ndl these four
for e Kumbh Mela

pod, o Terco Thiere mee Shad Duresh

i gods il

ar e

ploces bocame the sites

arachnryi nlse
i Bracl i oo that rishils,

overeenturies, sl
janof India's
m, devotbon,
i philosophical
selionls ks no oxaggerat bon, This
magn ifieent gathering, which has been
ages, i I
ool numerous ldeclog sk
Pulsating with diverse whos, ropresanis the
Mahakumbh opens the doorway to principle, Shi
transformatbon. Theorighnsof the
Mahakumbh featbval ave Hnked tothe
tory of i chi of the oeea
Samudra Manthan, boed inthe

sacred locatio
Aeholirs o
Shiv himsol

The significan
mmgnified as it providesasacred space
vt oo oy thisa pllkrs,

Puranas. Toobiain the nectar of
Immortality, ameit, devas and asuras Tor dhoepreonton
collectively churned the oc . When ensuring thelr

st Kumbh festival. Shiv
{5 nssoc nted with wisdom,
el

manifest form, s the Adi Yogi - the
fiest vogh, His vehicl

sof dharm iyt
at these four ik

5. Some
Anggest that :;’
prgan leed the — *¥

ua other

POV, V, Vodanta, w
.?

THE SPEAKING TREE 217 !

m, He
I Terdel b P

i
tattva and, inhis

i, I|\I|I
it
o of Mahakumbh is

harkd
t

Foumish Mok, where
T somboass progress b,

slx schoals of philosoply i

s assockited with these slx
watherat the Kumbh Mela,

masters and thinkers feom virlons
traditions comwe together, Som .
principhes of yamand

QI
virtuos of charity
steh diverie teachings, a
e m foumwdit jon of dh;

can beestablished inlife. In
umbh was

ARra
mately Wmn peaple participated,
Novwheve else in the world does such an
axtrnrdlnary @

shastrarth,
fentureof the

ples sueh as the
nelbv bdual self, God, ceeatbon, birth,

b ware discussod
Ivesof yog. Vedanta,
ools of thought. While
such debates are rare today, varions
sagesand spiritunl leaders still engage
Indiscussions on the seriptures of
Sanatan Dy
At the Kumbih Mols, over VOnE
beenafits from three key aspec i,
Indom,
be Intellectunlly
Inelined, the Purva Mimamsa philo
sy suggests that this ks o time for
m repentanes and earn ing merit, It empha
slses that even if someane s done

hrough

tstart now, They
ahould bt b thie saered rivers, resol
vir o dead a elghteois o Pt For
hike past act Loas,

Hummin niture is ofter dr
wroed and oo, leading to har
Injustioe toothers, The Kumbh serves
s rom inder tosoek Forg lveness and
turn towardsa lifo of virtie,
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Widening net
New US sanctions will affect supply of Russian energy
nu pu.rung shit, the d.::pmlng acministration orUnlml Sm:cntUS] President

the scopeof sector.
'Thc W measines, announced last woek, go much H.lnhcr than the existing
sanctions and have the potential to create additional volatility in an energy
ecosystern that is already under considerable pressure. This decision, coming as it
does just a couple of weeks before the stant of the Donald Trump presidency, throws
a political challenge to the new administration, which is known for its pro-Russian
T, M Trumpwill therefore be pui to the test on its proximity to Russia and how he
mesponds to this challenge remains to be seen. But the collateral implications for
o rg;nnlepmdx:m mepcaml Triclia will be substantial and policymakers thI have
Th sanctions span multipl
Twao large prruduccrs and exporters have been brought into the sanctions net:
Surgutneftegns and Guzprom Nedt. The million barrels that these two shipped in the
Tust year together represent almost a third of current Russian maritime exports, and
are asignificant proportion of the current supply in the market, including to India
In addition, sanctions against specific oiltanker ships have been set up, including
those that shuttle ofl and gas across the Arctic Ocean to the main Russian regional
part at Murmansk, The medium-term impact of these sanctions is unclear. Certainly,
it will ruise costs, since transshipment of various sorts muy be required.

Another arrow in the US” quiver is new restrictions on maritime insurance
providers in Russia, in particular Ingosstrakh Insurance Company and
AlfaStrakhovanie Group. The former is a major supplier of insurance to cargo
diestined for India in particular, and its removal from the market may lead to delays
in existing shipments. India will hm::ucumc upwith asuitahle -vctufl'cupunm o
these new meastires that are not too d Tt e af
the shadow fleet that ships Russian all hus already t::mmc a problem. Sanctions
against specific ships render them difficult to repair and make accidents more
likety; and the absence of insurance means that accidents, when they occur, create
mujor losses, They also have a major effect on th n. The Black Sea is cur-
rently threatened by I.cak« from two r.lumugcll Russian ofl tankers, and Germany
thisweekend had to deal with doned tanker, part of the shadow fleet, inthe

Baltic Sea,

leipated, though their aggres-
sive nature is something of a surprise. Indian purchasers of fossil fucl, alongside
their counterparts in Chinw, have in fact stepped up their dependence on Gulf and
Atlantic sources for oil in the past woeks, Indian state-cwned oll refinens have report-
edly snapped up contracts for February delivery of six million barrels of crude ofl
from the Gulf in particular, partly &s a response to the lack of availability of Russian
erude oil on the spot market, Two million barrels have also been secured, sccording
o reports, of West Texas Intermodiae, 1t is Hikely that itwill take a fow mone weeks
or months for the Russian sources of crude oil to work out modalities for supply
that go around the new sets of sanctions. Until then, India will be exposed to some
volatility in supply and prices. It Is also possible that the new normal for Russian
supply will be higher cost, bess reliable, and more dangerous than existing routes.
Indian refineries’ dependence on the sanctions-enabled carry trade may not be
possible for much longer.

Threat or opportunity

India needs to be prepared for Al-driven changes

s artificial intelligence (Al makes inroads, Microsoft founder Bill Gates

believes that employment opportunities in only three sectors are likely

o remain robust in the face of the Al onslaught. A recent study by

Bloomberg Intelligence indicates that jobs in banking and finance are
among the most vulnerable to Al induction. This is in line with a report by Citi in
June, which estimated Allslikely vo displace more jobs across the banking industry
than in any other sector, It estimated 54 per cent of jobs in banking had a high
potential to be automated. Recent trends in softwarne also indicate that a lot of jobs
in that sector may be at risk, Mr Gaves belioves that energy, biosciences, and Al
system development are three sectors that requine expertise and adaptability that
Al cannot easily replicate, More browdly, Mr Gates thinks in the future humans will
only be deployed in roles that require creativity and critical thinking, Digital literacy
and programming skills will be critical across industries. Thus, it will be crucial o
rework educational systems to ensure populations acquine those skillsets as earty

as possibie.

The Bl wed chilef technology officers (CTOs) in the finance
dormain, The conclusions are, a net 3per cent cut in workforce is likely over the next
three-five years with many CTOs expecting maorne reductions, Nearly a quarter
of the 93 respondents predict a steeper decline of between 5 per cent and 10 per
centof the total headeount, The companies surveyed included glants like Citigroup,
JPMorgan Chase, and Goldman Sachs, This could amount to around 200,000 jobs
being lost or rather elimir tusks currenthy carried out by humans,
Back office, middle office, and operations are likely to be most st sk, Financial
entities coukd see margin gains as efficiency improves and they believe Al may
dirive revenue gains as well. In 2027, banks could see pre-tax profits 12407 per cent
higher than they would otherwise have seen beeause Al miy incresse productivity.
This eotild aded as miich as $180 billion to the combined bottom line of the respon-
denits of the sirvey even as they shed em

Mary peopl that new i fior Bt s Al elim-
inates many routine roles. As of now, there are some signs that this is happening in
finance bt this s still a very nascent phenomenon. The software industry s unsur-
prisingly front and centre in this phase of change. Sulcnﬂui&“ rur cxumpk- By it
1811t hirirg coders i 2005, It doesn't need
paing and the customer focus has shifted wo Agcm}um:, an Al-driven product. As
Al makes coding easler, other software firms also believe that the "antfarm™ model
will mduulhruurxlinn However, most believe that new, more creative roles centred
on the new al 1l cdrive the next phase of growth for the software Industry.
India's large tech sector and digital mmim:hcrclorc confronted with both a
threat and an opportunity. The bulk of the Im‘um\anun tﬂ:hnnlug)' micc-c are

| s

1 davial

likely to become letely Al-driven, and t Id be f ¥ o

at the low end of i} here the bull of the entry-level engl
neers ammrmmlymrﬂu@m Bust creativity and adaptation will recetve ublgpunh
as Al opens ncwpuhways e that could boost activity across many sectors as this
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Hail the freelance economy/!

More professions are going free

hien 1 jodnisd my first job in Bombay In 1971

after graduating from 1M Caloutta, [ was

bewlldered: The office that lay in fromt of me
had about 50 per cent of its space Alled with young
mien and women sitting in front of typewriters ham-
miering away at thedr keyboards. The office that [ was
at was supposed to be that of Indla's hottest creative
wid agency of the tme. My Zl-year-odd mind started
wonidering: Is lhin thhbtnmpmy created all those
altype-

wiriter was the key to belrgcmtlvef

1 get o slmilar feeling of bewlkier-
ment today when [ see/hear of com-
panies, be they in Anance, software
developmendt, or any other Aeld, that
hanve thousands of employees in thelr
"offloe” pounding away at thelr per-
sonal computers, And | have started
wonidering whether, with the advent
ofartificial intelligence, what Lsaw n
a few yeurs of these pools of typlsts
disappear from offices complately
with the advent of the personal com-
puitier, will very soon start happening
tothis super-lurge pool of young men
and women currently hammerlng away at thelr PCs.

-
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lance

ILLUSTRATION: AIAYA MONANTY

appears to be something employees themselves ane
pushing todo. Wasn'tit an arthele of fuith for allof us in
the middle class that staying in a job in an office as
part of the permanent staff was the sunest step towands
o hapgry 1k

Further digging reveals that “{approximately) 52
percent of Gen £workers and 44 percent

Tl p
demand in high-paying markets,

Freelancers In the United States cont dbute signlfi-
cantly tothe country’s sconomy, with earnings totalling
appeoximately $1.27 erillion In 2023 (Forbes), so maybe
It s tirme policymakens viewed “freelancers” as a
segment of the economy and enable leglslation o
reflect that.

And I you think all this ks just in the United States
and does not affect Indin, here are some statistics from
the Natkonal Institution for Transforming Indla (NITT
Aayog’k The country's g (another word for freelance)
wrkforce will gros to X35 milllan by 2029-30, up from
27 millllon in 202021

Whille a substantlal portion of Indian freelancers
wark In IT-related Aelds, offering servioes such as web

nd ey ity & I:\:IIIE‘:[
writing. copywriting, search-engine optimization,
soclal-media management, and digital-marketi ng roles,
o 10 and content
ereation for educational platforms are growing free-
lance sectors. In health care, freelance opportunities
Include yoga Instructors, Atness tralners, dieticlans,
and mental-health counsellors who provide virtual
and in-person services. And, of coumse, freelance jour-
rukists, bboggens, and editons contribute to media ongn:

are engaged In freelancing”. So, It ks the younger lot
wtnarelnjdnslothe Freelance” (upwork.com), And |

th o

Isations and platforms, allowing them
the fledbilivy to cover a wide range of toplcs, from local
Issbes to Internatbonal affalrs.

©On further reflection it cocurred 1 me that even in

thought, ik

— people whe have | o around fro lew-pakd
IDbtunmer—ll‘mtmbemdng
upthe bulk of these "freelancers”, But
then again, reports say that “(over)
half of freelancers possess o postgrad-
uate degree, indicating a trend
towards higher educational astain-
ment among Independent workers™,
O could it be that young women ane
choosing to freelance rather than
spend hours every day In office
because It glves them more time to
spend on carlng for thelr young chil-
dren, but that too doesn't provide an
answer: “The freelance workforce Is
nmearly evenly split, with women comprising 52.3 per

cant and 477 par cent”, so.

K happen

llable from curment ‘Takethisone,
for example: "As of 2024, approximately 38 per cent
of the US workforce, equating to over 64 million Indi-
widuals, are engaged In freelance work ... land that]
propections suggest that freelancers could comprise
80 pet cenit of the US. workforee by 2027 (LS Bureaii
of Labor Statlstles).

I

ployiars
e

force at work driving freelancing. o
Further research reveals that this new generation
values the ability to set thelr own schedules, choose
Ingerest them, work with per-
nunal lifie. Freelancing provides them the option to
choose a locatlon. praritlse autonomy, meaningful
waork, and non-traditlonal caneer paths. Further, free

Ineia, sommse pi 18 have for a long time had a
Place for “freelancers”™ except that the term used so far
has been “private practitloners”. For instance, for
decades, a slaeable proportion of medical doctors,
lawyers, mnd ¢
pructice and that was seen to be a perfectly respectable
choloe to make for middle-class people (my father and
rmaternal grancfather were doctos in private practioe).
It s understood that today, In India, 80 per cent of
cqualified doctors are In private practloe and so are large
proportions. of lm:IJa‘n I.! mIIIInn reglstered lowyers
and 40 p

But whm Is. :IJlTe:Ent o b the role :IJ,thnl tech ls
playing tosupport
real-time internction via emalls, dlatappu. md\ddeu
conferencing toods makes it easler to provide service,
and awide reach through digital marketing strategies
and online freelance platforms, and does not keep a
freelance profession restricted to one wown or
geographle locatlon but allows them to more
lucrative markets,

5o, let's hail the freelance economy as it extends
across the world's professlons!

lancers can work for clbents across barders, i g

e m

thetr fll-time-at-offl 1

apport higher

Shakeoutinsmallcaps

ant week, the CNX SmallCap 100 index cracked
Ty 2.3 per cent. The kast time the Index fell more
than this was way back In December 2022 (R.33
per cent). Last week's decline came after months of
churning with the index trying but unable to head

dhered by political uncertalnties, The sssumption looked
valld, ms coalition partners Chandrababu Naldu and
Nitlsh Kumar looked content to remaln in thelr home
states anc did not threaten to destabilise the govern-
ment. The transition to Mr Modi's third term has been
w0 mooth thit we tend to fonget that he ls now heading

htgl!r. With the Inc
wr last year

slowhy edgin
Its way down, wllh b declines in the third week of
October (e ent) and early fil-
levwed by the sharp [all last week, The two key market
Indlees, the Nifty 50 and Sensex,
preaked on September 27 and are down
11 per cent now, Forelgn institutional
Investors (Flls) have been relentless
sellers during this pedod, Untll early
December, itseemed that the smaller
companies would buck the down-
trend. Does Last week’s brutal selloff
slgnify a different scenario? Let's keok
o a Few facts.

K-shaped economic growth refers
o some parts of the economy exper-
encing stro h while others
mnl:‘nsue to 'I;gcsl:::}lhe two arms of - DEBASHIS BASU
the letter 'K’ The worst kind of K-
shaped growth ks when a small number of rich people
do very well while the vast majority languishes, We
had K-shaped growth in the stock muarkets as well, but
It Is the opposite of K-shaped economic growth; the
buslness of bdue-chip, cash-rich, meg compandes with
access o the best resources struggled o grow, while
amaller companies surged aheacd

Since March 2023, the Indices tracking microcagp,
amallcap, and midcap stocks have dsen relentlesly.
The Nidty SoallCap 100 index doubled In the I8 months
betwean Aprl 3023 and September 3024, There was o
nmnll correction in March 2024 and one colnclding

processof creative d Policymalkers must take note of t
and support the transition. It must be ensured that the educational system is
rebooted to prepare the next generation.

vthie Bhuratiya Jonats Party
I Juine. But small stocks shigged off the uelbad&_
Investors  that Prime Minkster
with the same Cablnet, signalled continulty In Iea.der
ship and the markets would continue o rse unhine

IRRATIONAL CHOICE

In [urlr;r support of the theory that "nothing has
chunged", the Budget continued with its massive cap-
Ital expenditure (411 trlllon for the third

was underway, equity funds either IIunl:hEd new
smalleap funds o
Ingt omes. Thie thests was that smallar compan bes were
undergoing “structural growth”, which would continue
For i very long time. But Just as this thesks has become
wildly popular, doubds have started o creep n, Cver
the past three months, my columns have :epeuedly
the fact that i 15 revert-

Ing to normial after three years of high growth, This
was reflected hees of ¢

Ve
This was Immediately a bullish Indi-
:'atal For nmnllercumpmlen. Thay

sectors such as passenger cars, consumer goods, and
Tanks and Ananclal services, For two monthe, smaller

wreth
mentspending on renewable energy,
electriciey and distrl-

v bucked the trend — for genulne reasons,
'I'he heroes of Indba's growth Inthe past few years have
the sactors | have

butlon, defence praduction, urban
transportation, rallways, water sup-

deu'ﬂhed above, Are they too about to slow? Usually
significant stock-price changes slgnal a reglme change,
the chai stocks dis-

py, supportive light and
construction. That apart, smaller
companies also dominate fast-grow-
g and new buslnesses like electron-
bes manufacturing services (EMS),
health care (hospitals and diagnos-
thes), and avarlety of sunrise sectors

nge
count the unknown futune, not the known pest.
vy vierw, we will probably see a divergence within
the smallcap unbverse, Businesses that are dependent
on government spending may be negatively affected
unkess there |5 a strong plekup in spending. Sectors
that are unaffected by government policies — dug

such ps 1. smart
data centres, cﬂnnumerhedlnulageﬁ. and non-fund

research, business
sarvices, fucturing, health , and

retall financial services such as ste and
wealth management.

O the other hand, megacap compan les ane in soft-
ware services, consumer goods, banking, telecom,

itleals, and commodith

which are mature, slow-growlng businesses. Banks
were supposed o benefit from Infrastructure spending
it with the govemment and capleal markets supply-
ing the cash for growth, who needs hanks? To grow,
banks and finance companies Increased consumer

ttengl
and automotive components, with ai:ns an expars
— will continue to do well. These are now the real
trlght spots of Juast

exports, banking. pharmaceuticals, and consumer
products wire two decades ago, But that does not mean
that returns woulkd match those of the past two yeam,
Rt thon of low valiatl i unexpect-
edly high growth, Valwatbons are now no longer low
avin In the hot segment of the smallcap unlverse, and

and persc Bt thess Tk
because Income growth for the minsses. has not kept
pace with Inflation — a byproduct of K-shaped sco-
momile growth, This is alse why consumer companbes
are not doing well.

Omice the trend of smaller compantes dodng well

high 1 s mvod a suirped se, One miist iemper expec-
atl Ithowsgh th
of and e bo do very well.

T insnt o b et wwnis sorses ffefre el ot Dt of the
Muvieyfifie Forareliatfor; @ Monelifere

The rise of Black Twitter

BOOK REVIEW

JWORTHAM

o you remember where you were
D In early December 20207 It was

peak pandemic, so chances are
you were at home and online. And IF you
were Black and on Twitter, you were
probably reading or tweeting about the
Megro Solstice.

On December 5, anangument about

thi muthenticity of the coronavins
endedwith apandemic denlEranng

about turndng intothe X-Men, levitating.
aequining powers and beaming
themselves into the fature, People
uploaded selfles with photoshopped

o b thee living room.
Mhnushllmallwchmnnlngjcnlry

contributlons as "o collect lve
Intervention on malnstream media
Black e In A

comeswith living In America.

thEeartyiluc:emuly."
Shi gives the exampleof the
hashtagt IFTheyGunnedhielown,
he

Clarkexcavates deeper: She doegsnt
Just raify e
allectivep the

larger phenommenon as i nece;
Infrastructure of accountability that has

sports, muske, Holbywood = that have
extorted and ext racted value from Black
creativessince the beginning of time.

Also, by omitting most of the ways
Black Twitter cccasional ly cannibalised
Itself, Clark chooses tofocusona

S,
refushionedthe log 2006 sh

"Heroes" Inte “MNegros,
Meredith DClark, Ipwofenwru[laoe

and politk natthe

Unibversity of North Lhrollnul Lhapel

Hill, uses this

new book, We h'ﬂudla Tell YAl Hfm'k

Twitserand the Rise of Digital

Coenternarratives. Shewrltes that the
" “[ife-affirmi

how

survivingasecond year of lockdowns —
and with our humer intact.”
It il

collec f Black euliure
online— asif everyone shares the same
goalsofsoclal justice, areventhe
definltlonofliberation,

Clark finished her book before the
blast ratho of Elon Musk's takeover of

| .
but the same questlon lingers over

necent wdenatured | created it
iulmwflt*nlllenlnt Clarknotheed that medjn‘nuaeu[djncllmlnatnryhsadllneb any other way. Black Twitter exdsts for
W 1he, laughs, ofcourss,
Illend)'. of Michael Brown WE TRIED TO TELL bulsljt.lnlmexlmtu
Black Twitter, and thelr Imponnnne. toconstracta VALL: Black Tevitter reslat the sane-
Clark memorlalises Black Twitter, narrative of and the Rise of Digital  washingof
prevent further perversion of erminality after Countemarratives America (and the
Black innovation, Black language, he was killed Author: world) b
LPuntlwkitﬁ Dnnen\v\-'llnu.rﬁ‘m Delark Marsdith © i
complete and utter devolution theway Black refuting the raclst
of "woke.") Twitter compared Publisher: Oxford assumptions that
Black Twitter's most lasting legacy, theacquittal of University Press underline Black
ac Clark ls pullingofta “full: | Casey Anthony Pages: 176 exlstencein
lon™ inhow Ame rcan news withthe Price: $24.99 Americn and are
mdinrepurted an Black people — convictionof : often fortifled by
whichshe correct]y arguies has o direct ShaneshaTaylor, o themedia.

that for Black people, on the up
wintersolstice, during this
extraordinary planetary conjunction,
“our Real DNA will be unbocked.”

The twinned cosmic events seemed
stur-crossed toa few other Twitter users,
and what followed s what the
chronically online like tocall a " posters

outskde

hier fic y of work. What
doesthe n.llulelwldf Thatsfora
different book.

Block Twitter has waned, but it Is far
from over, Thecondltions that created
the need for Black Twitter have not
dissipated: ifanything, they ane anly
InlEnnIﬂlIng. '\v\"hnt Clark carefully and

| s ls

y o b 1how people perceive the young motherput in juil for 18|
chapterson late Twitter, yet few people valueu[lilnckllieandgn\-emh.she kidsin theearduring a job interview.
lnter warni Eachofthese instances — and thereare
what tumlkeoﬁt—lrtlwyknewamlt mtlnuennlmlwt:adltlunodwhlle dozens, Ifnot hundreds — lays bare the
atall. One person Clar dinelives will lead toa fu hypocrisy inourlegal system and how it
Mrhwkdmrbeclﬁlnck‘hﬂtterm'l I nonwhine peopl Wy
powerful, parallel Twitter,” and It often (mnd working: b, toa).

feltthae way, llkebelng ina kitchen ata
plrw and having a completely di ferent

Herwarning haqpmwclence—ll s hiere.
I-‘Bmtime Black J'wlllerchEdlIE

Anyonewhorelled on Black Twitter
L1asqurca of reliefand entertal nment

holiday.” among Black people

than the malnonegolng

inlty served asan

and thelr concerns, L‘,!nrkdewcdbes Ilu

Thebookd fully tangle with
thecostof being inthese spaces and
dolng thiswork publicly — the
harassment and the data survelllance

il ¥ notto

repeatitne!l.ltwnn arare momentin
histaryt ves
cmmdabout us, And at least for now,

and mining yet
Fully understand. Sune

to know how to start

camnul‘l’lhekamwnln_ but we made
y than nnd

agad Ime ks right.

fan taff writer for The Times

wmber
unnerving similarities toall oft he

othe constant

¥

Kimberly Drew)
aftheanthology Black Futures
028 The New Yok Timer Mows Service
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Foul bid to control
highereducation

r I Whe new draft regulations issued by the University
Grants Commission (UGC), on appointment of
Vi :hullu:l]m"i and faﬂ;ully i uiiversities and col-
leges, aim tod Iy change th s higher edu-

cation system and brmglt under the l:nntmloflhc(}cnlral
government. The provisions grant overriding powers to
the chancellors in the appointment of vice-chancellors
of state unive The search committee will have no
representativeof thestate governmentonit. The governor
of a state, who is an appointee of the Central government,
is the chancellor of the universities in that state, and so the
vice-chancellors will in effect be appointees of the Central
government. Under the draft regulations, there is no re-
quirement of a PhD degreeor a particular number of years
of teaching experience for appoeintment as a vice-chan-
cellor. l\n; person lmm bmsmc-.-s.admlmmnnurmlmr
field: ppointed to that posi F.xﬁ]lngn(mml'::r

COMMENT

DATA PRIVACY

DPDP Rulesanda
missed opportumty

Drafted with anintention
to protect citizens’

personal data, the rules fall

shortin key areas, posinga
threat to privacy

ANWESHA SEN

al infermation vulnerable for longer
pr.'nnda than they may be comfortable

Furlhrr wmphmung thr issue are

to citizens data citing vague reasons,
remains unchanged from the original
M[m)dmnnnucsluln.ckwmrmlm-
ful Fimitati fi ds, It raises

DECCANHERALD
Monday
January 13,2025

SPEAKOUT

They (AAP) have made
Rohingya and Bangladeshi
infiltrators theirvote bank...
Dushyant Gautam, BUP leader

There is no need for propaganda to be rich in
intellectual content.

Joseph Goebbels

clated
seciirity saleguards. The mules mention
thar data fiduciaries must implement
“reasonable security safeguards”,
but these safeguards remain vaguely
defined and peppered with the word
“adeguate”,
‘What k

“adequate”

nuanuary 3, 2025, thek
Ovd Digital Personal Data Prulu:
tion (DPDP) Rules were finally
published, 16 months after the DPDP
Actwas enacted in August 2023,
Hiowever, the new rulesfail waddress
many nfﬂh.- ambiguities and concerns

or “reasonable” security? If an inter-
mediary suffers a breach despite “ad-
equate” . will it be lised

quiestions ahmll the balance between
naticnal security and indivicdual priva-
«cy rights, a balance that remains dan-
gerously tiled in favor of government
surveillance.

It is also important to highlight two
Iw)'mcmmimlsinll)cmksm\d:hem.
First, Rube 15 exemptsdataused for *re-
scmxh mthnLur:mrls:lmlmnﬂ—
ol ovide further defini-

fow nomn-compliance? The rules do not
prowide clear answers, cr\:'mng uncer-

laun,y Furbullh.

tionsor limitations for these categories.
Second, Clause ‘1:c}[||; of the Actex-

Ct.. it Iy, some breach,
provisionsin the rul L mluuuun
vaey, nusan,glurlhertkubtsnbwu:lhmr

theappointment of faculty membersand their p
arealso proposed o be changed,

The regulations, ifimplemented, will strip state govern-
ments of any role in the appointment of vice-chancellors,
Thatwould be aviolation of federal
principlesand an attempttocontrol
avery important sector. [t would
also run counter to the intent of the
Constitution, With Entry 66 in the
Union List, it has given the Union
government the task of “co-ordina-
tion and determination of standards
in institutions for higher education
or research and scientific and tech-
nical institutions”. This cannot be
interpreted as ghving the Centre the power tooverride the
powers of states. Setting standards, issuing norms, and
mlrdmatw 'Jlar.tml:m should not bt stretehed o deny
the rolein

Universities are formed by acts of state legislatures,
They are funded by state governments, The UGC has no
mandate to control and regulate the functioning of the
universities, even if education is in the Concurrent List
of the Constitution. Appointment of vice-chancellors is a
contentious issue in most states ruled by non-BIP parties.
Some state governments have sought to take the power
away from the governors because of the controversies
and conflicts they have created as chancellors. The UGC
is giving that power to the governors in an absolute fash-
ion, State governments and lmr:hk rs of universities have
stror '_, g4 1. TheCe nment
is trying to contral education in various wilys, such as
chnngmgﬂws}]lnbus Tl hc UGC mowe, which isthe Central
government’s move, is intended 1o extend political and

Centreisout to
strip states of

their powers
to appoint VCs
and faculty

administ trol overth and theentire
lhigher education sector. It will be strongly resisted by the
states, universities and others.

Word of cautionon
rural roads scheme

he Karnataka government's Pragati Patha scheme,
nmluuntﬂllntthﬂ?*l—%buduchmmscswhnng

alar-
easbyupgrading 7,110 ki of road across IBQMScmbLycon
stitwencies, Thescheme aims tolay 37,6 kmof road in each
constituency, whichwould improve connectivity, sumul.ntc
rural ies, and ially uplift bocal
The total estimated cost of the initiative is Rs 5,190 crore,
with 70% of the funding expected to come from external
sources. Having received approval from NITI Ayog, the
state government isnow awaiting clearance from the Union
finanece ministry to begin work, At first glance, Pragathi
Patha appears to bea much-needed step forward for raral
dewkrpmem ﬁpeuallyglwmhatmalw nmdmnthesemn—
ina poorstate, having | idoveradecade
ago under schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojanaand Namma Grama Namma Raste Yojane, If
sucoessiully implemented, this scheme could significamtly
improve infrastructure, boost connectivity to key services
likeschools, haspitals and markets, and contribute tooverall
economie growth in thestate’s rural heartland,

However, beneath the surface of thisambitious initiative
lie several concerns, One of the immediate worries is the
politics of this scheme. Pragathi Pa-
itha scemisas much about placating
MLAs as about rural development.
‘With the government facing finan-
cial constraints due to the launch of
various guarantee schemes, several
legisl have been laini
about inadequate development
funds for their constituencies, and
thisschemeisbeing seen asaway to
deal with their dissatisfaction, The
temptation for these MLAs to use
the project as a means to curry favour with the voters and
supporters is high. A scheme that was designed to benefit
could easily be exploited for narrow po-
litical gains. There are already several instances of MLAs
favouring certain religious groups or supporters when de-
ciding which roads todevelop, This could lead toa situation
whtﬂ. ml'rm.l:runun. is provided sclu:uw.ly reinforcing

ions rather th ring inclusivity.

There is also a risk of corruption, a common problem
with such projects, in the absence of adequate scruting. A
large portion of the funding comes from external sources
atsubstantial interest cost. Itis essential that the contracts
are awarded strictly in adherence with the Karnataka
Transp y in Public Proc Act, with utmost
fairmess and integrity. It should not be a road to political
patronage, but a path to progress that connects villages
to opportunities and resources. If managed correctly, this
scheme could be a catalyst for rural development, benefit-
ing communities across the state,

Pragati Patha
holds promise.
Make sure it

isn't hijacked
for petty
politics

Thisarticle attempts to cover someof
the key concerns regarding the impact
of the rules on an individual's privacy
and righes, There are additional areas
of concern that require further debate
and deliberation.

One of the most glaring issues with
the DPDP Rulesis their Fulure toclarify
eritical aspects of the DPDP Act, despite
agapof 16 months.

For instance, the concept of “in-
Tormed consent”™ (Rule 2) remai
comentions issue, particulary in g
oountry like India where digital litera-
cyis Hmited.

To substantiate, the Centre for Eco-
nomicand Social Studies (CESS) found
that onanaverage, only 12% ofindsvidu-
alsover 15yearsofagein Indinare com-
puterliterate.

While the Act and rules seek o en-
SN WSETS' Consent ltrdumpnn-mng

cmpts all i L which
opens the door for seraping such data
to develop Al tools. This includes, for
instance, the use of publicly available
social media images for training facial

it hnologies. Th b A

exemptions raise concerns about the
potential misuse of personal data with-
outadequate safeguards.
Omethenturmstogovernance mecha-
nsms for ensuring privacy. While Rule 7
outlines the process forintimation after
adata breach has happened, there are
no provisions foran independent body
to oversee regular audies or for griev-
ance redressal, Rule 13(3) states that
data fiduciaries and consent managers
will have their own grievance redressal
systerns and toensure “theeffectiveness
olthe system in responding within such
pennd |mplemenr:|ppmpnnte ni-

Rule s

process:
ing children's data, whldl also raises
significant concerms,

Accordingto the rules, thedata fidu-
daryisrequired toverify the consent of
a child’s guardian b{ﬂnu child discloses
Creates apoterr

the question remains: can individ

truly understand and make informed
decisions about their data when many
lack access to and basic ) of

Ihin]:sabuul huwthismlg bc:u'lll"\ulrlnfl.
For one, the child would have o pro-

'} msurm How
does one quantify what is "appropri-
ate”? Such details are left to the discre-
tion of those this Actis meant togovern.

Moreover, while the DPDP Rules are
open for public consultation, they are
currently only available in English and
Hini, which severely limits the ability
ofmostcitizens oengage with thecon-
sultation process. Inacountryasdiverse

how digital platfor msoperate?

yof their

:|nd the gunrdum would need o

of-
ten touted as o user's right—is far from
straightforward. Does it mean that all
of auser’s data is erased? And how can
wesers verify that their data has indeed
been deleted?

Even morerroubling is the ambigui
around the “right to E l'nrgnttmh'.'ﬂ'hri
idea that individuals should be able to
have their personal data erased upon

details. What
Imppcm|[Ihcduld[n||slumlhnnthcfr

asIndia, with
this narrow accessibility undermines
democratic participation.

The DPDP Rukﬁ asthey stand, rep

duciary that they Thisrube
inadvertently placesa heavy burdenon
all users to prove their ientity, poten-
tially wiolating personal data privacy
i the process by mandating verifiable
identity verification for all users.

Unt' of the pmvmuns inthe D]’Dl'a‘\

tunity

en (or rather; introduce) data prlvac_'"

pmlrmmls in India. While they may
ed with

safeguarding citizens’ personal data,

they fall short in multiple key areas,

leavingindividuals exposed to potential
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South Asiabraces
for Trump 2.0

The incoming
US president will
continue to leverage
India’s strategic
importance in the
Indo-Pacific region

M JVINOD

e re-election of Domakl

list,and LIS security assistance:
of 81.3 billion was cut off. De-
spite couperation in coun-
ter-gerrorism, immediaterap-
prochement seems unlikely.
Pakistan's importance in US
foreign policy has Muctuated
based on strategic interests
and its seance on terrorism,
No immediate deviations
from Trump's first term are
expected in his second term,
Onewonderswhether Tmran
USand

“Trumip as the president

of the United Stateswill
pise both challenges and
opportunities in US-South
Asia relations. The future
seenario will depend on how
the US, under Trump 2.0,

nheavily the conceptualises its political,

request 1 ising in theory, Nm--r- | The gawe these ic, trade and strate-
However, tllcmlus:lonutdﬂni)‘lnw ernment, The rulescontinue to provide  concerns and take immediate steps to gic priorities collectively and
this right can be effectively exercised.  thegovernmentwithsweeping acoessto - make the rules clearer and ultimately dividually with the coun-

Thisrapport with Trumpeould
makea difference. For this o
happen, Ilamabad noa only
has its work eut out but also
needs togetits acttogether,
ThelSisthemaindesting-
tion for Bangladesh's exports
and its biggest source of FIL,
The US- Bangladesh Business
Council was established in

especially given the lack of clear proce-  perso 1Ida:amulnll\r|:mxxulpur mun-prutmiwuﬁmliuiluulprir.ury_ tries in South Asia, In the  tionshave bee ng Bang-
dures and enforcement mechanisms.  tecting “th grityofl  (Theauthoris comtext of India-US ties, the  ladesh. Military exercisesand
Drata retention, it seems, continues o ]ndl: ursccumyod thl:Slatl: prqgmnm(mnmgemrm( challenges that Chinaposesin - froguent diplomatic engage-
take precedence, leaving users'person- v Takshaskil 7] the Indo-Pacific will remaina ments have taken place. Pres-
:}ﬁ;twum?ﬂa hl'. 1;Liw interim xm;mmenl led by

HT term. Trump shi e Mohammad Yunus. Protec-

RIG IN THEMIDDLE foeus from the Asia-Pacificto  ton of minorities, especially

the Indo-Pacific, resulting in+— Hindus, has been a concern,

Faith, artand the human spirit

What is the force behind
astounding creativity
across civilisations?

K 5 5 RAGHAVAN
ecently, Tvisived Mysur with my
family. My passion for Ravi Var-

ma's paintings led me straight 1o
Palace.

rangabad, which tell the story of I'Iw

Li nemurellltelmMalnbharam Ra-

Buddha,areextraordinari Ly ch
Veryclose o Ajanta. there is ngmup
Ullmrt‘dlblcmkmm\ts.sculpmm

mayana, works in all coun-

highlevelsofstrategiceonver-
genice between India and the
IS, especially in defence and
security relations. Trump's
\Isu to India in February

tries has enriched human eivili
over centuries. In musicagain, H'u:mspl
i

llectivelycalled
lheFﬂumt.aw.'.;.whdlhawhcencm-
.nluluwr.lm'nujoI’I\undmbul'w
b different sects: Jains, and

rationand d
||Im‘m|nl'[‘hyngarn,|aand ‘?yams Sastry
have resulted in hundreds of Carnatic

mowing a milliga b

Hindus, The pinnacle of these monu-
ments i the Kailasa temple. It is not a
normal termphe that is “bailt™ from boe-
o to top b ed top-ch f

unparalicled paintings of the Raja,
quietly stands the masterpiece Jatayu
Vadha, which depicts Ravana slashing
offa wing of Jatayu. whotries o prevent
iheabduction of Sita. The depthof emo-
tion in the painting grips the viewer's
heart, who feels the agony of Sita and
Jatayu and the arroganceof Ravana,

I have been fortunate to travel to
many countries around the globe, on
business and later as o tourist, Compa-
rable to the beauty of the above paint-
ing is the one in the Vatican, The Last
Judgement by Michelangelo, where
God, gloriously in the centre, sends
Thuman souls to heaven or hefl, Closer
o home, the Ajanta paintings in Au-

large rock—an awesome colossus, Fur-
ther closer to home is the LOOD year-
old architectural wonder of the Bri-
hadeeswara templein Thanjavur,
ﬂInlnmrtnnarthmnnrt:wlw:n;mu

‘What is the force that brought out
suchgreat genius inverydifferent fields
invery different places? It is casy to de-
duce that the deep faith in the mind of
eachofthecreatorshasresulted in
superhurman outputs in painting, sculp-
ture, architecture, literature, poctry, or
-the creators belonged
Islamic, Hindu, or
they have git

visit the city of the Irills, this time
Turkey, th ifi
Hagia Sophia and Blue Mosgque, which
stand atop the first hill, is stunning. Far
Ay i ' you have a
world wonder, the Florence Cathedral
in Italy, where the entry corvidor is
sky-high, carrying us mentally to the
lofty heavens, T also has the incred-
ible octagonal dome with another
mind-boggling painting of the Last
Judgement on the inside,

{ sion to their deepest devotion lhn;nall

their field of art,

I should confess that | am not a seri-
ously religious person. Also, the suffer-
i diny 1 tocommaon
people by religious conflicts are well
documented and known, However,
the immortal contribution of religions
to elevate the human mind and spir-
It from the nglnnlns of elvilisation,
should not be i

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR

Bhopal's toxic

Trefer to Bhopal waste disposal: A voxic legacy of
neglect’ (Jan 12), The 1984 Bhopal gas disaster’s waste
disposal plan has a number of shortcomings. Fears
about burning the waste causing more contamination
and expose people to harmiul chemicals are valid. Itis
also reported that hazardous elements are still present
at the site. The disposal process lacks transparency
and stakeholders, particularly the locals, have not

i .
Rehabilitate Maoists
This refers to"Maoists surrender:
Activists urge govt to look into their
demands’ [hn 12). After the surren-
of six Maoists, CM Siddaramaiah
faimed that there are no
Maoists in the state, which is good
news, if true, However, activists”
pleas to address the demands of
surrendered Maoists should not

be ignored. These individuals have
apparently reformed, and it is erucial
Tor the government to help them

aste disposal plan raises concerns

confidence.

tation will help prevent them from
taking up arms again,
CV aravind, Bengaluru

Respect House rules
Apropos ‘Guv deliberately violating
Constitution: Stalin’ (Jan 12), Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi's actions
are guestionable. He walked out of
the state assembly without reading
the customary address at the begin-
ning of the seqsion under the plea
Ih‘\ll’h(‘ national anthem was not

gainl‘uTcmplUmlmt n:;d lt‘hl‘lhl'l]'?

hefore he delivered his add
nnd.dml he could not be a party to

inform the public about th
should be vetted by experts, 'to alleviate fears and build

been adequately involved, The Madhya Pradesh High
Court's decision to grant the state government six weeks
o safely dispose of the Union Carbide waste is com-
mendable. Before prﬂ:a:dmg the gmrnmenr should

d the security
pnnnt‘rshlph.mcnthrnw
countries, which has contin-
wed to strengthen. The US
is now India's third-largest
source of arms, after Russia
and France.

China’s growing econom-
e and strategic footprin in
South Asi Il add to the
concerns of both India and
the US. Trump will continue
o leverage India's strategic
importance in the Indo-Pa-
cific region. During his first
term, Trump playeda crucial
rolein revitalising the Quad.
India will remain a natural
pariner for the US, along
with Japan and Australia,
to counter China. Howey-
er, New Dielhi emphasises
the need for an inclusive
approach to the Indo-Pa-
cific, rather than a purely
China-centric perspective
as sten by Washington, In-
coming President Trump
would expect greater involve-
ment by India in the Indian
Ohecan region

I'rrlsums in India-US ties
will continue
of trade and
Trump s expected to con-
tinue pressing India on trade
and business. During his first
tErlrl,dieGmemsted‘iﬂem

as Trump's spiritual advisor
Johnnie Moore painted out,
Trump himsell described
Bangladesh as being in a
“total state of chaos”, Past
relations between Trump
and Yunus were strained by
Yunus" 2006 decision to make
a big donation to the Hillary
Clinton Foundation. Both
Shedkh Hasina and Moham-
mad Yunus have congratu-
latesd Trump on his vietory,
with the former referring to
herself as the prime minister,
This indicates the complexi-
ty and challenges ahead for
US-Bangladesh relations un-
der Trump 2.0,

Sri Lanka and Nepal have
adopred a wait-and-watch
attitude. Any increase in tar-
iffs is bound to significantly
impact Sri Lanka’s exports,
especinlly appare] exports to
ﬂ\cpt.lb"l murvdm\‘l'n'
NPF in the presidential elec-
tionsmarksamajorsh
[.‘\nl:anpuhu(_\U"!A&mtulll
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia Donald Lu's
wisit to Sri Lanka, Nepal and
Indiain Decernber 2024 per-
haps suggests that there will
be eontinuity with change
under Trurp L0,

This time around, South
Asia is better prepared for
Trump's return to the Whie
House, Trump 2.0 may not
entirely reshape the trajec-
tory of US-Sputh Asia ties.
There will be clements of

h, which

KV Chandra Mouli, Mysuru

the act of insulting the Constitution
of ‘Bharat and the national anthem.
However, convention dictates that
the national anthem is played at

the end of the session, Governor
Ravi should respeet this conven-
tion instead of adhering to his own
interpretation. He should prioritise
harmony over rigid adherence to his
views,

M Basavaraj. Davangere

Dur readers. are weloome to emall letters in:

lettersfideccanheraid con [0k lelers
emaiied - not handwritten — will be atcepted).
Al etiers st corry the serder's postal
address and phone numiber

of India

was removed. Thm_' will n19o

both and change.
Washington is aware of its

tariff barriers and comply
with intellectual property
rights. These pressure points
will persist under Trump 2.0,
\ﬂ Ihﬂ“l&mml-‘hlpbr!q)ﬂ.‘l

status in the In-
do-Pacific region, which will
Tave a bearing on South Asia
aswell. The transactional na-
ture of Trump's leadership
slyle rneans he wall ﬂMI’EﬁE

dalonga positive

trajectory, though notwithout amh‘sl& ﬁunlpZUmllgan-
hiceups and chall erate bothhor
US-Pakistan ties faced sig and countries in South Asia

nificant challenges during

will have to leam to face the

Trump’s first term, especially
duie v Islamabad's palicieson
the war on terror, Relations
deteriorated under former
Prime Minister Imran Khan
(QUIE 2022} Jr| 2018, Paki-

chall and capitalise on
the opportunities.

(The writer isa profissor
A el Deprrerment af
International Studies,
FPolftical, G‘m‘mmm‘ History,

bl

:ln] Action Task Force's grey

Christ D
Uniwersity, Bengalur)
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Fe we produicing 8 young gencration

of lost peaple? Not only have our

th registered a sharp increase in

heinous crimes, which include gang rape

and murder, but we now find that more

and more of them are resreating into thelr

private world with little empathy for those
around them.

In Meerut, o 17 -year-old b

PANORAMA
Ageneration adrlft. Whyare young people in Indlatakmgto crime?

Ilcunhrrslun case
was in an elite New Delhi school. wh:lx-
a 12-ycar-old strangled a fellow student,
Prince,simply becauseof ashoulder bump.
CCTV footage reveabed how the minoresca-
lated theconflict intoa fatal actofviolence,
This young bay has now been arrested for
culpabde homicide by the Delhi police and
wIIMyvnduvmanmnlemm[wuly

Junenil bietween 2010 and 2014

titier overa blling
F‘crlups 'll.'m

bladdamailing his

girlfriend with personal photographs. Tn
Gorakhpur, another 17-year-old student of
ss | I s

roe by 4%, s ICrime
Records Burea (NCRE), Over the last dec-
.u[c thee rise: has been even starker—60%,

then livied with a neighbour for three days,
decelving his father, a sclentist working at
dmli Amnucbcnm?mhalh [ndn

ﬂ:‘mc hncmslwwns buafwum"ilmw
d chores, Similarly, in New Delhi, three
fyear

al prac:

led tlv.- highest nnmher ol
i bymmun..

the press, 5

mmmnpnaalllgphm ageneration in
angst. A 2023 study of 463 Indian sclml

maoral e i
other growing issue uthr Iack n(hcalﬂw
wmmunlcnllm slulls. When his mather

students in the Jourral of Faeily M
il Primary Care found aggressive traitsin
over half these students,
Draily, police control rooms in Delhi re-

harshly turned d il fow i -

urban arcas, limit opportunitics for chil-
dren to release energy and develop inter-
personal skills,

Chandnalm:w al)elld—lnwdamlm

airpedlutionandinereasing levels of arsenic
i water across all dvers emanating from
the Himalayas adversely affect beain devel-
opmment. SII!.’!HEHI.M:S inrla}nmlnliun ang_

hile phone of his own, a 12 ldl el
student threw a gliss bowl at her. During
the course of being counselled, the boy

for,} impac families

dab: g, Witk

emuimlﬂl.mpplnn(hume.dﬂdmn nhen

ceive at least 20 calls ab

bathinand around schools, While student

privatelytoa

friend who was sick. Unabl
rencwhonwnss "

o har ing ulw

says Benegal.

Hen maintains that access to social
miedia with its false messaging amplifies
nnxig:qin chl'.k‘l:ﬂl'l.l Pglrcmx must under-

brawls are commaon, incidents of students

quent, In one instance, a Class 12 student

il | et e imanded
fornoewearing hisuniform. Another teach-
er wirs assaubted by a student's relative af-
tor the chlld I'allt.d anexanm, 5ud| violence

Ramii Chopea, a principal of a kinder-
garten school in Delhi, is aghast at how

Does
ive rise to

stand the pey
Ife,

2 1tis

chikdren as young as four ar

wvideo e | hey nor

lutions exist. A 2023 study in the
J&_mr:mm{{.‘dmm’m ard Health Prowo-

malise violence

television.

Rs‘esh Kurnar, who runsa mul!uill

mmmndcd 1 careand Pro-

promy the of E i

Children) Act, 215,

W sion of students whao

trying 1610 18 e e et
noum Ipd“n dmmmdiﬁt.

appears

alilicti in Delhi, 'hh\mt‘sﬂils

Dr Vivek Benegal, prol
atry at NIMHANS, Biengu.lunl motes that
i

I.lmmumnuu. it

of smar

children

P

tedin

i moraloompass,

eral urge the government to reintroduce

Sev- drenwith little

\‘\'Iurm dllldrul 50 ANEY,
soml. and sodqusdeThecum'm

fessor of psyehi-  im

for 126 Inclian :eghgmls‘ludems resulted in

1pr i
ofangerlevels, While someschools have be-
gunteml:bing social values, there isa grow-

.

B
o senior

Disappearing p!anpnn:rs. capn:lalym

China’s Communist Party isimplementinga boarding school programme for Tibetan children,
imposing a Mandarin-centric curriculum that undermines their cultural heritage and autonomy

CHRIS BUCKLEY

cross China's west, the Com-
munist Party is placing chil-
dren in boarding schools in
adrive to assimilatea,
aton of Tibetans into the
sonal mninstream and mold
themintocitizens layal io the)

Tibetan rights activists, as well as ex-
pertsworking for the United Nations, have
saicl that the party is systemarically sepa-
Tibetan children From their fami-
Ilnmunﬂ Tiln:tm Illmm andto dn.prn

hmremlsted Bei]lnshmle The activists
have estimated that arond
of Tibetan students age 6 and older — and
others even younger — are in residential
schools that teach largely in Mandarin, re-
lncing the Tibetan] 1
Buddhist beliefs that the children once
absorbed athome and in village schaoels,
When China's top leader, Xi Jinping,
dsited hechoal in he

Hewalkedinto ncla.uruum wh:rt'ﬁbt‘lnn
students. l Commu-

nist Party thought, stoodand applauded o
welcome him.

Xi's visit to the school in Qinghai proy-
inee in June amounted o firm endorse-
ment ol the program, despite international
eriticism. Education, he said, must “im-
plant s}shmjcd mmcliomy:ss of Chinese

carlysge”
H Clun‘cgc“umclnlss_llyl'!hlcar.MWIa‘!wh
the Chinese language and learn skills that

will prepare them for the modern econ-
omy. They say that families voluntarily
send their children to the schools, which
areffroe, and that thestudents have classes
in Tibetan cultire and 3

But extensive inummuﬁ research
by The New York Times show that Tibet-
an children appear 1o be singled out by
Chinese authorities for enrollment in res-
idential schools, Thedr pa iften have

the Communist Party’s full takeover of Tibet in
1959, forcing the Dalal Lama into exile. vy

How Chinais erasing Tibetan
culture, onechildatatime

u:hnulo in 2016, whm e saw llrn( his (wn
v lage g

inhishor thwest
em (..hul& preferred l.mq)cuk Mandarin,
not Tibetan,

Ilnlcurmrlnmhlmnmdmmrm.m

parents,

5, the inan
1nuzm'zw. they ap| \\dﬁ'ndr:mn and

gatorssaid ininterviews. Mnlwpnmlkdu
not sccr]mrduldrrn for

spoke awkwardly in Tibetan with their

e

boarding schools and expressed alarm
in 2023 at what they said a o
a “policy of forced assimilation of the
Tibetan identity inte the dominant
Han-Chinese majorit.”

The text messages and volce memos
trickled in, earrying urgent questions
lr::n I'llrmnnbhmseﬂdlulegaln'lce
about 1w
schoals. O kaboutwhat

study by Chinese researchers on boarding

be  schoolsfor children from ethnie minorities

said that some teachers “lacked concern
Tor the stndents,” treated them roughly
and weere "even resorting to physical pun-
ishment."

The Chinese government does not sa;
hiow many Tibetan children are Inlzmrdy
mg schools, The Tibet Action Institute,

parents, o

g

f rescarch
from experts and weachers within lh:
Chinese system have warned aboat anx:
iety, loneliness, depression and other
psyehological harm o the schools Tibetan
children.

The Thues reviewed and analysed hun-
dreds of videos posted 1o Chinese social
mdilsimby:l‘llm?n boarding schoals,

el b A danare

“Iikestrangersin their own home,"hesaid,
“Lsnid tomy brother, "What if you don't
send them to the boarding school?™ Gyal
Lavsicl, “He said he had no choice.”
(.. i[nmzmmumwlgalr:l‘urdnm-

roup that has cam-

Dnigmd tu chose the schools, estimates

"Jrnchlld who su[f'.'ml
permanent injury from a
wl1lklhewdlcrwuubsm Anather smd

st least 800,000 —or |hrtr|neur|yluur
Tibetan child

lear and
that the chid'h parents wanted answers.

over the

schuuls expanded across Tibetan n?gluns
inChina. Over the nextthree years, he vis-
ited dowens of such schools and saw that

mmay Ti ' he little of their

Ilu'ee wears to volunteers offering online
legal advice to Tibetans. Times reporters

The grouparrived atitsestimate, which
it published in a report in 2021, based on
local government statistics. Lhadon Te
thong, a co-founder and director of the
Aroup, |||mm!d the Chull:ae schools to the

A

reviewed several such ges, which
were shared with us, but were unable to

tial schools ir s

tralin and the United States,

Fethi-t

mlmls among children. We Hna |hm

pi g
ourmalise)

ty (B

conservative:|

the of Dali

aver the legncy of B R
kar often sidelines the
revolutionary essence of his
contributions. While Ambed-
kar's critiques of the Congress’
paternalistic attitudes and the
hmanical val-
ues of right-wing ideclogies are
well-documented, these ideo-
Jogical tussles frequently over-
uludnw his profound vwnn fior

d ath

Ambedkarslegacy
beyond his persona

ongoing debate be-
ween the Congress and
the Bharatiya Janata Par-

increasingly visible in legistative
bedies, eivil socicty organisa-
thons, and middle-class cultural
spheres, challengingeaste-hased
discrimination. tionally. the
neoliberal capitalist expansion
hasenabled Dalitentreprencurs
toemerge, markinga significant
shifieforacommunity hissorically
denied basic human rights. Such
participation has made Dalits
integral o India’s democratic
processes, empowering them o
demand social justice and eco-
OHC equity,

Iltru:w:r. Inu‘lluuml hmr

innlised

e,
ities.  often disall i Dalits and

d.lsmnﬂe mﬂmﬁ

Dimm.inw about his kegacy 1o
oftenneglect the stark socio-eco-
nomic deprivation stll faced
by these groups. The current

other marginalised communi-
ties from becoming an integral
segment of social progress and
ecomomicdevelopment. Inurban

nwu'rl. 151 d b

BACY
inga il

Bl

lesastruggle,
Ambedbary

ering ident
ud::‘ill l.alu'?

nity, This versati

socio i em|

um]’nrwhamhcwancda relent:

workpliyed
ol rolein redefining the identity
of kowver-caste communities, es-
peeially the ‘untouchable’castes.
Bychallenging the Brahmanical
notions that deemed them out:
castes and impure, he empow:
ered Dalits to envision them-
selves as equal citizens of India.
Post-Ambedbar, theverm*Dalit™
emerged as a modern, empow-
L dismantling prej-
s with aspirations
for i uality, and frater-

b inclusive

identity united marginalised
groups in their quest for justice
without enforcing a monolithic
structure. These struggles for

i itate to accept Dalits as
equals, [nrural areas, coste divi-
sionsareeven morepronounced,
sometimes erupting into violent
asspults, Caste prejudices are
particularly evident in marical
relationships, where iiter-caste
unions are as threats
= o socio-cultural pride by trads-
tional elites. Persistent cases of
sexual viokence, arson.and lynch-
ingagainst the Dalisunderscore
the failure of the social milieu 1o
evolve into one of civilised asso-
cition.

‘While a market economy s
often seen as a catalyst of social
change, its benefits remain une-
venlydistributed. Economicliber
alisation has elevated o segment
of Dalits to middle-class status,
but maost still endure precarious
iitions, exchuded me

1 piv-

Tavee st

The Indian C

Indian democracy, mnl:mg it
mare inclusive and responsive
o marginalised voices,

be groweh, The market, bound

by traditional social

offers limited opportunives for
o ] s Asa

drafted under Ambedkar's
leadership, stands as a beacon
of social justice. It compels gov-
erning elites w address social
disparities, economic inequal-

result, many Dalits remain con-
finved o menial lnbour, unabde 1o
break through barriers. Despite
decades of market reforms, India
has yet to produce a substantial

ities, and caste

Policies like reservations have
diversified State Instinitions and

<5 bedder

number

Or entreprenaurs.
The current discussions on

democratised power

enabling Dualits, Adivass, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), and

substantive issucs of socio-coo-
nomic justice and portray him

hat showed | he schools op maother tongue and only i Jentlyverify the accounts, “Different dme, different planc.diflcr Economically Weaker Sections  mainly as an antagonist against
ate and serve the party's objectives, bi b yseveral 2021, avideo surfaced onfine showing — ent government, but same impact,” she (EWS) o gad in thenationalistsocial elite keadk
Studdent lifeis heavy with politicalindoc- — weeks or even months. anelementaryschooheacher ineasternTi- - said, “in thesenseafbreaking culturaland o d ship, Populist political di
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ofh In reality, the has  sponse, the local government e l.Dth.’lnl nority areas, is a politically sensitive topic. marginalised sections. subaltern groups, By invoking
TheTimes alsofound video u.mmmul losed vil ivatelyrun Tk an anel sk Tibetans whooppose the boarding schools The socio-eoonomic progress - Ambedkars vision, India can
betan language schooks while strictly en- mmtthmthbcunnghnd k-ﬂaﬂ-mm klng nsk |mprmnmenl |Fl|\ey protest. Tashi of Dialits in contemporary India - work owards a more inclusive
mmcu'ﬁuw someschools areunderfund-  foreing mandatory education laws, i 'k a Tibetan is moteworthy. Constitutional  and equitable society, ensuring
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ing feh t J VanidFer-  Physical linChi-  serve schooling in Tibetan and spoke to I ical injusti arenotleftt
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IMUSL NOL Attempt (o run
sitics by proxy appointments
l n a federal serup, attempts at undermining

any stakeholder in the subject matter of edu-

cation, which is in the Concurrent List, will
prove disruptive. The Draft UGC (Minimum Qual-
ifications for Appointment and Promation of
Teachers and Academic Staff in Universities and
Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of
Standards in Higher Education) Regulations,
2025, seeks to do precisely this. Demonstrating
the Centre’s penchant for facilitating control over
institutions through gubernatorial proxies, it pro-
poses to divest State governments of their mﬂnln
the selection process for Vice Chancellor (VC) of
universities. All powers are sought o be vested in
the Chancellor - ie., the Governor in most State
universities - by tal:mg .mdy the function m"mn
stituting the search-cum-selection

India’s data protection rules need some fine-tuning

n January 3, 2025, the Ministry of

Electronics and Information

Technology (MeitY) released the

much-anticipated Draft Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules — a key
moment in India’s journey to regulate digital
personal data. This step follows the passage of the
DPDP Act, 2023, bringing India closer to

I lising its k for

personal data.

The draft rules represent a departure from the
earlier and controversial Personal Data Protection
Bill, which many deemed was overly restrictive
and even hostile to industry interests, The Bill
undenwm extensive framing, reframing and
cumu]t 5 Over Mdl"j' a decade, only to be
hen ¢ and

keholders wisely decided it was bl

In contrast, the positive response to the DPDP
Act and its accompanying rules, reflected in
conversations with businesses and in media
COvErage, stems from the less prescriptive,

ples-based approach of the draft rules.

from the higher education departments, Such a
committee would comprise a nominee each of
the ﬂaanne]lm': UGC Chairman; and of the res-
tive university syndicate/senate. The Chancel-
or would appoint the VC out of three to five
names recommended by the committee. Any vio-
lations, the draft warns, could attract debarment
from pari ating in UGC schemes and denial of
funding under the UGC Act. This comes against
the backdrop of conilicts between State govern-
ments and Raj Bhavans on appointing VCs, which
have several universities, particularly in
Tamil Nadu, of leadership. Naturally, opposition
has come from several States, including Tamil Na-
du, which passed a House resolution urging the
Centre to immediately withdraw the draft, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has argued that
thee draft is not only against the basic federal prin-
ciples enshrined in the Constitution but also pos-
s a threat to the higher education system. Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, the AIADME and
the CPEM have endorsed this stance.

A proposal to make non-academics eligible for
the VC's job has also drawn eriticism, The draft
says such non-academics must have served for at
least 10 years at a senior bevel in industry, public
administration, public policy and/or public sec-
tosr undertakings, with a proven track record of
significant academic or scholarly contributions.
Mr. Vijayan fears this could be used o appumt
Sangh Parivar loyalists, However, univers
have benefited from the scholarship of non-aca-
demics such as former President K.R. Narayanan
and scientist ¥, Nayudamma; appointing academ-
ies does not guarantee visionary leadership. The
proposal to extend the VC's tenure from the typ-
ical three to five years is welcome, The UGC
would do well to remove antifederal clauses
from the draft regulations and allay apprehen-
sions on other provisions. In the long run, it
should aim for reforms o obliterate any govern-
mental role in university administration, except
maybe, for lum.lmg and elevate them i into truJ)l
AULONOMOUS ions that nurtune

Law by reflex
Good implementation, not stringency
of law, will deter sexual crimes
T he tendency to make existing laws more

stringent is an administrative reflex ac-

tion often occasioned by political pro-
blems set off by particular crimes. The amend-
ments enacted by the Tamil Nadu Assembly to
criminal laws on sexual crimes against women
fall under this category. In response to the Oppo-
sition moves to corner the DMK regime after a
rape within the premises of Anna University in
Chennai, the government has moved to e'nham.u

Llnhluz the earlier rush to regulate under the
sovcalled “Brussels Effect”, where global digital
rulemaking mirrored the European Union (ELIYs
interventionist regulatory ethos, India has taken a
more pragmatic stance, The EU's General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), once hailed as a
gold standard by privacy experts, now faces
criticism for unintended consequences —
Favouring well resourced corporations, stifling
smaller enterprises, and failing to significantly
enhance puhlu trust in the Internet. ]nr_lu'k

thus far offers a
alternative to Europe’s interventionist policies.

The hits as pragmatism and flexibility

One of the draft rules” standout features is their
principles-based framework for notice and
consent. While the GDPR has cumbersome
requirements, such as notifying wsers of indirect
data acquisition, cross-border data transfers, and
automated decision-making processes, India's
rules emphasise simplicity and clarity. This helps
reduce “consent fatigue”, a significant issue in
Europe, where users are inundated with
unnecessary details, such as the location of data
processing - information of little practical use.

In 2023, the European Commission introduced
the Cookie Pledge Initiative to address growing
frustration over incessant consent pop-ups,
However, such course correction would have
been unnecessary had the EU taken a less
invasive approach to regulating user interfaces
and consent mechanisms, The very existence of
this pledge highlights the burdens created by
prescriptive regulation.

India's DPDOP Rules sidestep these pitfalls by
focusing on outcomes rather than processes,

::"[mwermg users without drowning businesses
consumers in unnecessary complexities. The
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The largely
positive
response to the
Draft Digital

Personal Dar:
Protection
(DPDP) Rules
flewws from s
less
pjucrlptl\r:

rules avoid dictating how entities should enable
users to exercise their rights to correction,
erasure, nomination, withdrawal of consent and
to seek information from entities, They require
only the publication of relevant information on
apps and websites, In contrast, the GDPR is
prescriptive about how similar information
should be presented, including instances where
entities may need to provide this information
orally to users. Why should the state dictate every
aspect of an app or website’s design or user
interface? India's approwch, thankfully, respects
business autonomy and innovation.

The processing of children's personal data
requires stricter protection compared to other
types of data processing — which the rules
provide for, However, as more children enj.,age
with digital techno) online, they i

enforcement agencies in accessing cross-border
data for investigations. While these agencies
undeniably need access o such data, a narrower
sectoral approach to localisation could prove
more effective than a centralised one. The
Reserve Bank of India’s 2018 mandate for
localising payment data is a prime example of
proportionate regulation. Tailored specifically o
the fimancial sectaor, it effectively addressed
legitimate industry concerns without causing too
many business disruptions. Applying this
approach to personal data could balance security
and compliance with economic ujmpetltlwnm-..
Some areas still require greater clarity.
Businesses need safeguards to verify hhet.her
users requesting information about data
processing are legitimate, This necessity is

benefit from certain activities, such as mumtm'tnj.,
and tracking, which are of value in specific
contexts, Take the case of
educational institutions, including
supplementary education and
wocational training services. They
rely an activities such as behavioural
monitoring and trracking to deliver
targeted interventions tailored o
students’ academic performance.
These practices leverage the benefits
of learning management systems,
which personalise instruction and improve

| | outcomes. ising this, the rules
thoughtfully allow exemptions for 5 r
industries, Educational institutions, clinical and
mental health establishments, allied health-care
providers, and child-care centres are not required
to verify parental consent for tracking and
behavioural monitoring, as long as they adhere 1o
puardrails, The exemption for such industries
demonstrates a nuanced understanding of
industry-specific needs, reflecting the principles
of thoughtful policymaking.

The misses as data localisation, overreach
However, the draft rules are not without flaws,
Their provisions for restricting cross-border data
flews introduce unnecessary complexity and
ambiguity. Significant Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) —
large enterprises handling substantial data
wvolumes ~ face potential localisation mandates
that extend beyond the legislation's original
scope, While the DPDP Act allows the
government to restrict personal data transfers, it
limnits such action to specific notified count
Differentiating between SDFs and smaller eﬂl:lllﬂu
where the second enjoy relaxed transfer rules for
the same data, creates the risk of regulatory
arhitrage. Smaller entities could exploit the
llhhwr regime m].pm an Ilnfdll' advantage. These
ies may deter and drive
businesses out of India. The localisation provision

likely stems from the challenges faced by Law

UNDERSTANDING
THE DPDP ACT

acknowledged even in the GDPR. However,
India’s draft rules do not address scenarios where
businesses face incessant information requests or
provide scope for businesses to
charge a reasonable fee for requests
which are excessive or even
unfounded. A related ambiguity is
whether the government can demand
access to sensitive business data. 1f so,
how will it ensure the protection of
such information from falling into the
hands of competitors? What if this
information is a trade secret? These
gaps highlight the need for thinking about
procedural integrity.

What lies ahead

According to 1BM, data breaches cost Indian
businesses an average of 195 crore (§2.35

million) in 2024, Compliance with data protection
laws should not be seen as a regulatory
obligation, but as -al to protecting business
reputation and ensuring continuity.

Inclia must also move beyond reliance on
notice-and-consent mechanisms to safeguard
citizens' privacy in future laws, Notice and
consent originate from the medical profession,
where they can still be deemed to work
effectively in controlled settings. However, in
environments such as malls, airports, or even
beaches, individuals have little opportunity to
provide consent, With the convergence of the
Internet of Things, 5G, and artificial intelligence
enabling unprecedented data collection, India
must envision privacy frameworks that do not
exclusively rely on the fallible princple of
consent. As public consultations refine the draft
rules, prioritising preservation of the framework’s
flexibility and industry-specific accommodations
is key, This approach will help maintain a balance

tween innovation, economic growth, a
individual rights - something not many
jurisdictions have managed to get right.

The views expressed are pevsomal

since the K.5. Puttaswamy judgment

reaffirmed privacy as a fundamental right,
the Internet Freedom Foundation hosted its
annual “Privacy Supreme” event — not as a
celebration, but as a sombre reflection on its
unfulfilled promise. Social activist Nikhil Dey
shared chilling accounts, from Ajmer in
Rajasthan, on how Aadhaar, heralded for
efficiency, has excluded vulnerable residents
from pensions and rations. This grim reality must
be central to tech policy discussions, including
the Draft Digital Data Protection Rules, 2025,

ln August 2024, as India marked six years

scant

punishments under the penal and
laws. That thie perpetrator is a DMK sympathiser
and that some details of the student survivor
were leaked added poliical sharpness to the gen-
eral criticism over such an offence happening in-
side the campus. At pains to deny any leniency
and overcome the sethack to its image after the
Madras High Court formed a special investigation
team, the DMK government has chosen to amend
the law based on the theory that more stringent
laws deter sexual assault and harassment. This
belief is not founded on any statistical or empiri-
cal evidence, but is often invoked by those in go-
wvernment, This imvariably means the use of legis-
lative power to send out a political message that
the administration is committed to women's safe-
ty. After all, necessary amendments need not
have to wait for a brazen crime or a public outery.
This is not to say the amendments are unrea:
sonable: they enhance punishments for a range
of sexual offences and extend bail-denying fea-
tures to such offences as well as those under the
POCS0 Act. Also welcome is the new provision
for passing binding protection orders that will en-
sure perpetrators do not contact survivors by any
means, The death penalty has been introduced
for acid attack that results in the victim being re-
duced to a vegetative state. Dn the other hand,
the newly introduced defini of | of

Rulernaking typically fleshes out legislation,
ensuring laws passed by Parliament are
enforceable while maintaining administrative
flexibility. Yet, the draft Data Protection Rules
provoke concern on questions of executive
overreach and vague governance. Some earlier
analysis here bears repetition for these rules are a
conscientious pupil in obedience of its master,
Here, its parent is the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, that was rammed through
Parliament as “a product of the subwersion of the
demacratic process”. There is more than a mere
lack of trust in how the law was created, for its
substantive provisions advance a broader policy
of "total state control — a digital leash to yank us
and make vs stand in line than to serve the
preambular ohjectives of the Constitution of
India”, Its provisions are deliberately vague,
granting broad discretion under the nebulous
phrase “as may be prescribed”,

Despite the Act’s swilt passage on August 9,
2023, mplementation remains in limbo,
Sixteen months Later, the draft Rules have been
unveiled for consultation. But are they truly
“public™? Published as a 51-page pdf (in
Hindi/English as a gazette notification), with a
llmzu -page explanatory note that reads as Al glop,
istic and vague summary offers little

women to cover the use of digital and electronic
means and even nonverbal means may be o
broadly worded and prone to misuse, Few would
disagree with the enhancement of jail terms for
rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking
and voyeurism, but a question does arise wheth-
er the mere increase in the quantum of punish-
ment increases the possibility of conviction or re-
duces the incidence of these crimes, The onus of
arresting offenders, gathering credible evidence
and proving it in court remains the same. Impar-
tial investigation and resisting pressure for a cov-
erup while effectively implementing existing
lavws are more crucial for demonstrating commit-
ment to women's safety. Making workplaces, pu-
blic space and homes safer for women will work
better than merely adding to the severity of laws.

mﬂgllt into the palicy choices during drafting.
Comments can only be submitted through the
MyGow platform that might encourage expert
input but restricts broader participation.

Apar Gupta

an advocate and the
founder-director of
the Internet Freedom
Foundation

There is a
common thread
with the parent
Digital Personal
Data Protection
Act, 2023, with
its digital leash

Transparency is undermined by the
government's decision to treat submissions as
fiduciary, preclding public disclosure and
counter-comments. This controlled feedback
process resembles a “corporate consultation”
rather than a public one.

Substantively, the Data Protection Rules build
on a framework of intentional vagueness and
executive dominance, Many uwmphanm

bligati ither self-d
companies handling personal data ar left w
government discretion, Consider Rule 3, which
governs consent notices. It mandates "clear and
m:m language” but fails to define these terms,
ving Jnterpmun(m subject to India's vast
diversity. Without
being overly
ified, omitting

generic or oversimpl

critical details, Similarly, while the
Rules require an “itemized
description” of data, they do not
clarify whether the disclosure is for
categories such as financial or health =
data; or to specific data points such

committee address the critiques of political
control that plague similar appointment
processes? What value does the search
committee offer when it has advance knowledge
that its recommendations are not binding on the
Union Government?

Even after its formation, the DPB is hamstrung,
Its authority is largely limited to determining data
breaches, and its independence is compromised
by service conditions of its members o central
government employees, This contravenes
long standing recommendations, such as the
2006 Manning Commission consultation paper
on regulation, which emphasised that “the
selection, appointment, and removal of
chairpersoms and members should be insulated
against any perceived interference or
manipulation that may infleence the
outcome”. How will a subservient
DPE apply data protection effectively?
Rule 5 exempts data processing for
subsidies from consent requirements,
In such cases, can there be any
meaningful accountability? It is not

UNDERSTANDING A
a5 socount numbers, or even THE DPDP ACT unreasonable to foresee scenarios
metadata and inferred data. Nor do where the DPB may fail to act
they define timelines for data breach promptly or effectively, particularly

notifications to users, raising risks for individuals
in urgent situations. Such ambiguities, if purely
administrative, should have heen mmlved by the

when complaints involve powerful government
entities such as the UIDAT that handles Aadhaar.

It raisies fundamental doubts about what it means

standard setting powers of an indeg
regulatory authority that does not exist.

No independ for Data ion Board
The vagueness reflects deeper structural flaws,
The Act eschews the creation of an independent
i lidating power
sovernment. Through informal
interactions and gazette notifications, the
government wiekls unchecked authority over
citizens and the digital marketplace. Even the
Duata Protection Board (DPB), which has a limited
ambit of jurisdiction to adjudicate on breaches,
lacks independence. The Board's chairperson is
selected based on recommendations of a search
and selection committee chaired by the Cabinet
Secretary, raising critical concerns, How will the

for ec that may approach
it for redress on user rights for things as simple as
getting a data record corrected 1o receive rations.

Finally, regarding Rule 22, which contains the
power of the government to requisition
information, there is an shsence of limitations
and safeguards. As many may read this column,
they may still wonder why the data protection
rules are too late, two litthe, too vague? The
answer may be provided by Mr. Dey who framed
his characterisation of the digital policies of the
Indian state with a reference to Through the
Looking Glass. When Alice probes Humpty
Dumpty on how the same word can have
different meanings, his reply captures the core of
India's data protection regime: “The question is...
which is to be master — that’s all”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rat-hole mining

The tragic boss of lives in
Assam's Dima Hasao mine
disaster highlights the need
for strict safety regulations,
The continued reliance on

the safety of miners by

welfare of miners, and
holding mine owners

dangerous rat-hole mining accountable,
practices is unacceptable Raksha Hosur Pradeep,
(Page 1, January 12). The Bengalury

povernment must prioitise

investing in safer extraction
methods, improving the

P. Jayachandran is a duet with 5. Janaki in maodel for many an aspiring Jayachandran will abways
The passing of playback the fllm Kadal Meengal. singer. find a place in the heart
singer P. Jayachandran has The laiyaraaja c AN across generations. His
left a void in the world of “Thaalattudhe Vaanam", is Chernai woice has the power to
south Indian light music. His | outstanding, harmonious evoke nostalgia, His songs
dulcet voice was very and touching. The Malayalam film songs have are the perfect example of
comforting; he could scale interludes were in perfect been transformed to “old is gold".

the middle octaves with synchromy. The unassuming anather level these days, Chithra Joseph,

ease, One of his best songs singer will remain a role bast the songs sung by Hyderabad
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Workers rescued from

Adani’s investment for

THE 346

Number of workers

®HINDU

Number of pilgrims

Number of civilians

building collapse at

various projects in

who died in Pakistan's

expected to attend the

killed in Myanmar

Kannauj station

The shuttering of the
28 under-construction bullding

an the rallway station
premises had collapsed on Saturday
alternoon, rapping the workers. Rescue
teams warked through the cold night to
clear the debris and safely pull out the
trapped workers, er

Chhattisgarh

65.000:;

a planned

coal mine collapse
Twielve workers were trapped

ll when the coal mine collapsed in
the Sanjdi area, about 40

fresm Quetta in the Balochistan

T60,000 crene o expand the gmups power
planits in Ralpur, Korba and Raigarh, He
also committed 5,000 crore for the
group's cement plants in the State, e

pravince, on Wed nesday, In three days of
rescue work, 11 bodies were recovered,
with rescue workers still searching for the
Last worker inside the structure, m

Maha Kumbh Mela

In crore. Uttar Pradesh Chied
Secretary Mano| Kumar Singh
has said that 15 crore pllgrims

are expected o attend the Maha Kumbh
Mela taking place in the vicinity of Sangam
— the confluence of rivers Ganga, Yamuna
and Saraswatl. 24 crore pilgrims visited the
Mela in 2019, o

Junta air strike

A Myanmar junta air strike killed
15 at least 15 civilians and

wounded 10 others at a markst
in the northern Kachin state, a spakesman
for an ethnic rebel group said. The junta
has been accused of camying out multiple
attacks on civilian targets. we

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Why was the National Electoral Rolls Purification and Authentication Program launched by the Election Commission? How do already e
with their respective Aadhaar numbers? What dic the Supreme Court mandate in the Puttaswamy case in 20187

EXPLAINER

Ra an. B

The story so far:
he Aam Aadmi Party (AAF) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BIF)
have accused each other of
manipulating electoral rolls
before the Delhi Assembly elections. This
has reignited the debate about linking
voter IDs/Election Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) with respective Aadhaar numbsers,

What is the history of the proposal?
The Election Commission (EC) had in
February 2015 launched the National
Electoral Rolls Purification and
Authentication Program (NERPAP). This
was to address the issue of duplicate
entries in the electoral roll and to remove
such entries. In order o achieve this, the
EC began suthenticating EPIC by
linking it with the Asdhaar database. It
had linked more than 300 million voters
in a span of three months, However, the
Supreme Court in an interim order, in
Auggust 2005, held thar the mandatory use
of Amdhaar should only be for welfare
schemes and PAN lin Following this
order, the NERPAP exercise was
discontinued.

After the Supreme Court’s final order
in Puttaswamy in September 2018, that
upheld the constitutional validity of the
Aadhaar Act, the EC sought amendments
o the Representation of the People Act,
1950 (RP Act, 1950). The Parliament
amended the R Act, 1950 and The
Registration of Electors Rubes, 1960 in
December 2021 to enable the linking of
EPIC with Aadhaar. It provided the format
in which Aadhaar information may be
submitted o the electoral registration
officer by a new voter at the time of fresh
registration (Form 6 to establish identity)
or an existing voter already included in
the electoral roll (Form 6B: for the
purpose of authentication). Any other
listed document may be submitted only if
the voter is unable to furnish their
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Should voter IDs be linked with Aadhaar?

Antdhaar number because they do not
have one, However, in order to keep these
amendments voluntary in nature, tl
word ‘may” have been used in the
Further, the
also specifies that no application for
inclusion of name in the ebectoral roll
shall be denied and no eniries shall be
deleted due to the inability of an
individual to furnish or intimate the
Aadhaar number due to ‘sufficient cause.
ish alternate
s like PAN card, Drriving
Licence, Passport, Bank passhook etr,
While the above amendments were
challenged in the Supreme Court, the EC

Meed to verbly: A special camp far linking Aadhaar with vater 1D card hekd in Madural in 2022, Fe PHOTD

in September 2023 informed the court
ithat submission of the Aadhaar number is
lowski

into issuing ap‘pmpmll. clarificatory
«hanges in the forms introduced for this
purpose. However, it may be noted that
Form 6 and 6B have not been amended
il date and they continue o seek the
same details as before from the
applicants.

The forms reguire the voters to declare
that they do not have an Aadhar numbser
to avoid providing the same,

‘What are the pros and cons?
EPIC linkage with the respective Aadhaar

number would defnitely help inweeding
out duplicate entries; that is essential, At
present, more than 650 million Aadhaar
numbers have already been uploaded in
the process of Analising the electoral rolls,
However, there are some concerns about
this exercise that need o be considered.,
Firstly, the errors in the Andhaar
database, however miniscule, may result
in wrongiul rejection or deletion of
entries from the electoral roll. Secondly,
Andhaar is only a proof of residence and
not @ proof of citizenship, Thus, it may
nist help in removing voters whao are not
citizens from the electoral roll, It would
reguire a separate effort from the EC,
Finally, while the linkage is to happen
at the back end and a mere mention of
the Andhaar number on the
EPIC electoral roll may nat by itself be o
viodation of right to privacy, it may still
result in misuse as the electoral rolls are
widely circulated amongst political
parties,

‘What can be the way forward?

The right to vote is a constitutional right
and declared so by the Supreme Court in
various cases. It is part of the basic
structure of free and fair elections and
cannot be constricted through begislative
action. Citisens are the most important
stakeholders in a democracy and any
electoral process should gain their
confidence. There must be wide publicity
about the benefits of linking EMC and
Andhaar to elean up the electoral roll of
duplicate entries, which in turm
strengthens the electoral process. Any
misplaced concern amongst voters about
the secrecy of their vate being
compromised because of this linking

il
suitably modified mthwl any delay, to
reflect that providing Aadhaar is not
mandatory, as per the submission of the
EC in the Supreme Court in September
2023,

ﬁmmjﬂn R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified. Views
expressed are personal.
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the issue of duplicate entries in
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What is different about
small language models?

What led to the shift o small language models from large language models? What are the use cases for such

models? Are they better than LLMs?

Loulomi Chatterjee
The story so far:

“ e've achieved peak
‘ ‘ ) data,” former
OpenAl chief
seientist lya

Sutskever said onstage at the NeurlPS
conference last vear, "We have to deal
with the data that we have, and there's
omly one Internet.” Mr. Sutskever's
comment comes amidst speculation that
the speed of progress in large linguage
maodels (LLM) was hitting a wall as scaling
was reaching its digital end.

Why are smaller models in demand®
The race wwards building large AT models
has been building up ever since OpenAl
released their 175 billion parameter LLM,
GIT-3, in 2020, I the next three yvears,
the company's LLMs further increased in
size with GPT-4 trained on 1.7 trillion

parameters. But, in 2024, researchers
started to look at langusge models
differently as scaling training data,
scoured from the Internet, was giving
marginal gains, The idea of building
hmal]u lunguup;n. models emerged then.,
evident in announcements.
madu by Big Tech firms, Most of them
released a nifty model al

required. Training small models require
less time, | ompute and smaller
training data, French start up Mistral AL
an SLM provider, pitched its Al model to
e as efficient as LLMs for speciali
focused applications. Microsoft released a
family of small language models called
Phi (the latest Phi-3-mini comprised 3.8
lhillion

their flagship Al models. Google
DeepMind released Gemini Ulira, Nano
and Flash models, while Openal and
Meta launched their GPT-4o mini and
Llama 3 models, Amazon-backed
Anthropic Al launched Claude 3 and
Haiku alongside its Opus.

What are the pros and cons of small
language models?

Small Language Models (31.Ms) are
cheaper and ideal for specific use cases,
For a company that needs Al for a set of
5, d large Al model is not

AppJu Intelligence, the Al system
deployed in the latest iPhones and iPads,
rums on-device Al models that can sort of
miatch the performance of top LLMs, If
LLMs are built o achieve Artificial
General Intelligence (AGI), small language
mosdels are made for specific use cases.

How do use cases differ?

"Small language models are perfect for
edge cases,” said Rahul Dandwate, ML
engineer at Adobe, "When | am using
‘WhatsApp or any Meta application which
is powered by the Llama 88 model, [ am

trying to learn a new la » because its
reasonably pood at translation and other
basic tasks like thi

"But they wouldn't do well at most
benchmarks that large linguage models
are measured against like coding or
logical problems, There still isn't a small
language model that's as good at solving
more complex problems,” be said,

We still aren't fully aware why this
bottleneck exists. “But the best way we
can understand this is jus human
beings have brains with a massive number
of neurons, a smaller animal has a limited
numbser of newrons. This is why human
brains have the capacity for far more
complex levels of intelligence. This is
similar to how small language models and
large language models work,” he said.

How does it work for India?

In a country like India, where the u.'unn of
Al adoption is immense but resources
comstrained, the diminutiveness of "a‘L\dh
is perfect. Another Al initiative from INT
Hyderabad, Visvam, is building datasets
froom the ground up to baild SLMs that
can be used in healtheare, agriculture,
education and to *promote and preserve
language and cultural diversity through
AL" their website stated. As the world of
language model develops, it's not just
enough to build frontier models from
seratch, Sarvam Al's co-founder Vivek
Raghavan said, "We want to buikd GenAl
that a billion Indians can use.”
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“small language models are
perect far edge caies," said
Rahul Dandwate, ML engineer
at Adobe,
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How the draft rules for implementing
data protection falls short

Alt the draft rules provide some guidance for implementing the DPDP Act, they lack detailed guidelines to help improve the lives of Indias
digital nagriks. The government needs to seck appropriate expert advice, conduct wide consultations, and clarify timelines for implementation

Jhalak M. Kakkar
Shashank Mohan

fter a long wait of 16 months,

the Ministry of Electronics and

Information Technology

(Meit¥) has released the draft
rules for implementing the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDP
Act), These rules are open for public
feedback until the middle of February.
Various stakeholders, including civil
society, academia, and industry, have
been eagerly awaiting the publication of
these proposed rules as they contain the
baseline implementation framework of
the DPDP Act.

The DPDP Act is India’s first
comprehensive data privacy law that
applies to all spheres of commerce and
industry. It lays down operational
whligations for data processors, special
protections for children, and rights for all
users, and a body for grievance redressal
called the Data Protection Board of India.
At the time of release, the DPDP Act was
criticised by civil sodety for not
instituting a specialised regulator, not
incorporating standard protections
against government access to data, and
excessive delegation of regulatory
functions to the Central government.

Lack of detail

The draft rules propose operative
puidance for critical mechanisms such as
motice and consent toa user for data
collection and processing, intimation of
data breaches, collection of parental

consent on behalf of children, data
localisation measures, and the procedure
foor setting up the Data Protection Board.
Although the draft rules provide some
guidance for implementing the DPDP Act,
they lack detailed guidelines o help
improve the lives of India's digital nagriks.
Let's illustrate some shortcomings from
the perspective of two critical avenues
that the DPDP Act seeks to introduce —
rights of users and the protection of
chibdren’s data.

User rights
The DPDP Act enhances the autonomy of
users over their personal data by
providing them with the right to access,
correct, complete, update, and erase their
data. The law leaves it to the
corresponding rubes for clarifying the
manner in which users can exercise these
rights. Unfortunately, the draft rules do
not make it clear how users may make
these requests. They simply state that
users can make requests to data
processors for exercising their rights by
following the steps published by
businesses. This is simply restating what
the Act lays down in another language.
For example, as per the right to
erasure, can users ask search engines to
remove links to certain websites? Courts
in India have frequently asked Google o
“de-list’ certain links from showing up on
its public search engine. The rules could
have prescribed standards to clarify the
mechanism in these situations such as
requiring that users share specific
Ihyperlinks for erasure.

Since the right to erasure may also
impact a third parties’ online speech, the
draft rules could have articulated certain
modes or conditions for objection that
data provessors could make against such
an erasure request. However, the draft
rules do not bring cut any such clarity.

Protecting children

Today children are increasingly using
various websites on the internet including
social media platforms.

To safeguard children, the DPDP Act
obligates data processors to seek
verifiable parental consent before
accessing the personal data of children
under the age of 18. The manner of
obtaining parental consent was to be laid
dowm in the subsequent rules. However,
here again the draft rules fall short. There
is no detailing of an exact mechanism for
identifying children and collecting
parental consent. The rules provide that
data processors will need to adopt
appropriate technical and organisational
measures to ensure parental consent is
obtained prior to accessing data of a
child. The rules focus on how data
processors must exercise due diligence
for checking that parents are identihable
adults. This is a simple rephrasing of what
the law lays down in the DPDP Act.

The rules were required to lay down
detailed procedures for how businesses
are expected to verify the identity of
parents. They simply lay down
illustrations where parents could either
point to their existing user details ona
commuon platform, or prove their identity

by providing details of any kind of formal
identity, for example a government issued
ID. Again, critical questions remain.

How will data processors identify
parental relations, that is, that the adult
proving their identity and providing
consent is actually the guardian of the
«child? What if children lie about their
actual age when accessing a website?
‘What mechanisms do platforms need to
put in place to gauge the veracity of an
age claim? Indian families, including
«children, often share a single device to
access digital services, how will
‘businesses identify children in these
«cases? The draft rules do not provide any
guidance to these practical
implementation questions.

Despite a 16-month window for
drafting and consulting experts for the
framing of these rules, the MeitY has
relessed a document that is vague,
incomplete, and rushed. Typically
guidelines are mrj detailed, . account for
consumer
operational damy lurhun es and
data processors. Unl'm'tunatdy, the
proposed rules leave much o be desired.

The government needs to seek
appropriate expert advice, conduct wide
u:lnsuhatlms, and darify rlmelln.es for

before the

rules that will form the back-bone of
India's first data privacy Lw.
Jhalak M. Kakkar is the Executive
Director and Shashank Mohan is the
Associate Director at the Centre for
Communication Governance at the
Nattiomal Lew University Delli.
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A quiz on the various festivals celebrated around India on January 13 and 14

V.V, Ramanan Ganga, decided to
leave his mortal bady

[ 9 an Uttarayan. How

QUESTION 1 does ane better know

Hame the hill on the Devavrata?

western ghats where b

the Makara Jyothi in QUESTION &

hancur of Lord Inwhich State is the

Ayappa s it during wrld-famaus

these period. International Kite

(% Festival held every

QUESTION 2 year an Janiary 147

Traditionally a sprigof |

fresh Curcuma longa QUESTION S

is tied araund the Simple one. What te
wessel while making the English eguivalent
this dish. What is the af the Makara in the
eamman name of the Zodiac?

plart and what is the (%

dish? QUESTION &
h Alanganallur,
QUESTION 3 fwaniapuram, and

Devavrata, the
legendary warrior son
af shantanu and

Palameadu are places
famous for which
activity?

[ 3
Visual question:

e

What is the narne given to this tempaorary makeshift hut used during the Magh Bihw festival in

Aszam? aul

Questions and Answers to the January 10
edition of the daily quiz: 1. This idiom means
o endure with determination and originated
froar seddiers in the 19th centuwry given this to bite
dawn ar to belp thern cope with the pain of an
amputation. Ans: Biting the bullet

2. This idéom |s named after this Greek king of the
Hellenistic pariod. Ans: Pyrrhle vietary;
Pyrrhus

3, This phrase means to solve a complex problem
in a decisive/ brite-farce manner. Ans: Cutting
tthe Gordian knot

4. This phrase connotes someone confronting the
unpleasant consequences of herfhe actions. Ans:
Face the music

5. This idiom suggests the release of something
leading to great problems or suffering. Ans:
Pandora’s bax

Wiswal: Identify the English ward) idiarm. Ans:
Juggernaut after the rath yatra of lord
Jagannath of Purl. It means a force that
cannot be resisted or controlled

[Early Birds: ViswanadhaRao Batcha| Rajmohan
Welayudhan| A, Anand| Ankurjyoti Hatimuria|
Prachansa Lohurmi

KNOW YOLR ENGLISH

My friend is
now under the
pump

1 'watched his Latest performance
and was not impressed. It just left
me cold

5. Upendran
“What's wrong? Why do you look so
ed?”

ll::f;-er::still thinking about the series
against Australial Aren't you sad about
Tiow e "

“Asking the wrong person, I'm afraid.
:ﬁm that cricket just leaves me

“Cricket leaves you cold? Does it mean
it doesn't interest you?"

"Very good! When you say that
something leaves you cold, what you're
sugigesting is that it is something that
doesn't excite or interest you.”

“In other words, it's not something that
sets your heart racing™

1 guess you could say that. Here's an
example. People were raving about your
favourite hero's mavie. It left me cold.”

“Nothing unusual in that. You're
strange! How about this example? [ love
reading fiction, especially thrillers. For
SOIME SITANEE reason, poetry leaves me
cold”

“Better not tell your father that! He'll
disown you. 1 love to listen to different
kinds of music. But 1 like doing that at
home. Live concerts leave me cold.”

"Really? I quite enjoy them. But it takes
some getting used to. Now, coming back
to the cricket match. You know, when .

"5 | said earlier, the game leaves me
cold. Let’s talk about something else.”

“I'm not going to be talking about the
game. The Australians used a strange
erpremnn thleth.eywem piving the

"Tha't 5 I:u b-eexpected. What was this
expression?™

"It was one that I'd never heard before
— ‘under the pump'. The commentators
used it often during the fifth test. For
example, one of them said that batsmen
from both sides have been under the
pump. What does the expression mean?”

"It means to be under pressure. It also
carries the suggestion that you have a lot
to do in a short period of time™

"Sov, when you're under the pump, you
v te work very quickly in order to
finish what you're doing ™

“And this adds to the pressure. Here's
an example. My boss is someone who
performs well when he's under the pump.
Comes up with some really great ideas”

“The sponsors have him under the
pump. They said that unless he loses five
pounds, they’ll not renevw his contract.™

“That's a good example! This must
your cousin who's a model.”

"That's right! With its stocks taking a
big hit, my uncle’s company has been put
under the pump to downsize.”

T hope that doesn't happen. A lot of
people probably depend on that
company.”

upendrankye@gmail com

Word of the day

Diminution:
change taward somaething smaller ar lower; the
act of decreasing of reducing something

SYNONYMS: decline, decraase, reduction,
stap-dawn

Usage: The tumour shows no sign af
diminution,

Pronunciation:
newsth.ve/diminutionpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: iminjugory

For feedback and suggestions for
Tet & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu,en.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Rising drug menace

Amit Shah’s contention that seven per cent of Indians are into

substance abuse is an eye-opener; the Gove must act now

the increasing prevalence of drug abuse. With sevan per cent of the population report-

| ndia is grappling with an escalating threat that cuts across social and economic lines:

edly engaged in narcolics use, the issue has become a pressing concem for policy-
makers, law enforcement agencies and society at large. Uinion Home Minister Amit Shah
recently underscored the severity of the problem, describing it as a “cancer” that could
destroy the nation’s future generations. Speaking at the ‘Drug Trafficking and National
Security' conferance, Shah highlighted the government’s intensified efforts against the
drug menace. In 2024 alone, narcotics worth Rs16,914 crore were seized, a record-
breaking figure. Comparing the past two decades, Shah noted that from 2004 to 2014,
3.63 lakh kllograms of drugs were seized, whereas from 2014 to 2024, the figure had
risen seven-fold to 24 lakh kilograms. Despite this, the drug menace has only increased
with even school going children also becoming drug addicts. The discovery of at least
50 ilegal labs across the country underscores this
issue. With stringent actions against traditional nar-
cotics, there is a worrying shift towards the produc-

in its vulnerability to drug
the Golden Crescent (Afghanistan, Pakls1an and lran)
and the Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Laos, and
Thailand), the country serves as both a transit and a
destination hub for narcotics. Social factors such as
unemployment, poverty, and peer pressure further
exacerbate the issue, especially among the youth, cre-
ating a vicious cycle of addiction and criminality. Singe 2019, the Modi g

tion and consumption of synthetic drugs, a trend that

demands immediate intervention.

India’s geographical location plays a slgnmcam rola
d near

Pioneering meteorology
and AQ managem

cnt

o)

HAJESH VERMA

IMD has evolved from focusing on weather forecasting to becoming a key
player in climate research, disaster management and air quality monitoring

he completion of 150
years of establishment
of the India
Meteorological
Diepartment (IMD) is
a matter of great pride for every
Indian, The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), established
in 1875, has played a pioneering
role in metearological and atm
pheric studies in India. Initiall
tocused on weather forecasting
and seismology, the Department

ch, d
management, .lndummnrmm.ll

g IMDD was perhaps the
first institution in India to start

systematic long-term measur
ment of salar radiation, pre
tation chemistry, orone, and
aerosol optical and physical prop-
erties,

RA.L(!“E\I\II\K lh.. importance of
at MDD

has

adopted a multi-pronged strategy to tackle the drug crisis. Enhanced enforcement efforts
have led to record-breaking selzures, reflecting improved coordination and action against
traffickers, However, the drug menace has only increased. India needs to focus on strength-

have access to

ening its law enforcement f

rk, ensuring that

training, technology and resources to dismantle drug networks. The regulation of pre-
cursor chemicals must be tightened to prevent their misuse in synthetic drug produc-
tion. Rehabilitation facilities must be expanded to provide holistic support to those bat-
tling addiction, while nationwide public awareness campaigns should be intensified to
foster a culture of prevention. The fight against drugs also requires regional and global
cooperation. Neighbouring countries must work together to address cross-border traf-
ficking, shara In1el|gence and coordinate enforcement actions, At the domestic level,
between g

fostering

s, non-profits and local communities 1s essen-

tial to sustain long-term efforts. The drug menace in India is not merely a law enforce-
ment challenge but a socletal erisis that demands collective action. The government must
step up the efforts before it becomes a full-blown crisis.

People buy kiles ahe

ke Sanbganii'fstival, in Amritsar

|
became an active partner in glob-
al atmospheric

many factors contribute to
changes in concentrations of
the main pollutants. The majos
factors are anthropogenic
mission

maonitoring and research pro-
grams and contributed sig
cantly towards ozone hole, air
tion chemistry,
climate change, solar dimming
d brightening research, The
th's climate system has
demaonstrabl ged since the
pre-industrial era, IMD has a key
responsibility in unde: r-.undmﬁ,
the science of climate change an
variability as well as adaptation
and mitigation strateg
a prominent role in fa
broader use of climate informa-
tion, products and services. IMD
has been mandated to operate the
national meteorological abs
erns; develop and mai

mate nmmlum\l( and carry out
climate diagnostics, dimate analy-
sis and climate assessment.

Al this reliable and authentic data
and information collected over
150 years has provided a proper
assessment of climate change in
India and has also helped in
developing policy formulation
for ads: !
measures. The air quality forecast
and assessment system helps
CAQM and other pollution con-
trol authorities in the country to
make decisions for air quality
management including the imple-
mentation of GRAF,

The problem associated with air
pollution is very complex as

Showcasing rural India’s resilience

and vision for Viksit Bharat 2047

From showeasing Gl-certified products to championing organic farming, Grameen

Bharat Mahotsav 2025 underscored rural India’s vital role in nation building

ural India, often
R ribed as the soul
the nation, has hm.n

a cornerstone of In
nomic and cultural ulc.nluy
The Grameen Bharat
Mahotsay 2025, organised I\S
NABARD and inaugurate
by the Prime Minister, illu-
minated the remarkable
strides made by rural com-
munities,

This event brought ogether
ors, enTepreneurs,
and thought leaders
to celebrate and further the
progress of rural India while
envisioning a sustainable
and inclusive future, Held
under the theme ‘Building a
Resilient Rural India for a
Viksit Bharat 2047, the
Mahotsav provided a plat-
form to showcase the diverse
achievements of rural Indis
From Gl-certified produ
and tribal crafis w organic
agriculture and women-led
entrepreneurship, the festival
underscored the untapped
economic and cultural
potential of rural a
u'n:ul.nly the North-Easte

lon,

Jn is inaugural adde
Prime Minister emphasised
the pivotal role of rural India
in achieving a Viksit Bharat

by 2047, He Iu!,h]lghlrd the
government's focus on

enhancing rural infrastruc-
tur i

promoting financ
and empowering
ed communitie:
The Prime Minister’s speech
set the tone for the event,
reinforcing the idea that the
path to India's growth lies in
the empowerment of its vil-
lages. NABARD C
Shaji KV, delivered a cor
pelling address, reflecting
on the transformative jour-
ney of rural India over the
past decade,
He pointed to signific
advancements such
improved infrastructure
through the Prime Minister
Gram Sadak Yojna, wide-

nt

spread electrification, digital
connectivity, and the Gl tag-
ging of rural products. These
initiatives, he stated, have
bridged the gap between
rural and urban areas, creat-
ing opportunities for inclu-
sive economic growth,

The Mahotsav also featured
dynamic panel discussions
that explored cri spects
of rural development, One
panel delved into the poten-
tial of organic agriculture,
discussing how climate-
smart practices can address
food security, environmen-
tal sustainability, and eco-
nomic  empowerment,
Highlights included the suc-
cess of the “GOBAR-Dhan®
Yojana, which has already
established over 2,300 bingas
units,
the organic agriculture mar-
ket, now valued at Rs16,800
crore,

Another panel emphasised
the importance of empower-
ing cooperatives with
NABARD'S in e
digitising over 67 I]lltlump
erative socleties playing a
transformative role ak-
ing banking maore ible
and ,\[Jnnl:ﬁ)lr for rural pop-
ulations. The event wasn't
just about discussions and

nd the expansion of

PRABHA GUPTA

economic progress—it was
also a celebration of Ind
rich cultural heritage.
Vibrant £ 1
brought to
artistic traditions of rural

It |mmdu| ru
neurs and artisans with
ac markets,
strengthened partnerships
between stakeholders, and
emphasised s
tices,

The festival also resulted in
actionable policy recom-
mendations, including the
promotion of digital literacy,
enhanced support for organ-
ic farming, and initiatives 1o
boost rural infrastructure
and healthcare,

As the event concluded, it
left a li

sources, environmental factors
and meteorology, The
advances in computational
resources allowed the use of
advanced deterministic chem-
ical transport models, leading
to more accurate air quality
forecasts, rr|\| n? the pre
ous empirical and statisti
approach which has some lim-
itations.

The scientists at India
Meteoralogical Department
and Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteoralogy (IITM), Pune,
Ministry of Earth Science
jointly developed the advanced
Alr Quality Early Warning
System  (AQE The
advanced modelling frame-
work consists of a high-r
lution fully coupled stat
the-science Weather Re
and Forecast

pled with chemistry (cor
monly known as WRF-
(Zhrmg. and ingest data from
satellites on acrosol optical
depth, surface data from air
quality monitoring stations
across India and high-resolu-
tion emissions from various
anthropogenic and natural
sources including dust and
stubble burning, w create
more .n.ulr.m tial condi-
tions
data

imilation techniques,

1o improve forec
'J'hcc"\rmi..‘.\l:.i.\ assimilation
is further integrated with
dynamical downscaling at a
A00-meter resolution w pro-
vide a very hif(h spatial reso-
lution air qu.l ity forecast for
the Delhi region, The predic-

tion part of the system consists
of two modelling frameworks,
THE FIELD OF one is based on the NCAR
ENVIRONMENTAL \lmn\phlulle_\:,h;mérliryn;\l:;i

port maodel hem) a
METEQROLOGY  the second ane s based on the
!- nnish  Meteorological
HAS WITNESSED stitute model SILAM
TRANSFORMATIVE [\} stem for Integrated maodel-
ling off Atmospheric composi-
INNOVATIONS, tian). The models take into
account the latest land use land
WITH cower (LULC) change informa-
CUTTING-EDGE tion aver Delhi, background
aerosols and pollutants, long-
TECHNOLOGIES range transport of dust from
dust storms and particulate
ENABLING matter from stubble burning,
PRECISE, Jtt‘]‘ predictions are m\wl:w: T
able wp to 72 hours lead time
REAL-TIME  at 400 meter reselution and 10
days in advance at 10 km res-
INSIGHTS INTO olution for the Delhi region,
“The advanced warning system

ATMOSPHERIC ~ Theadvanced warning e
provides (a) an air quality
DYNAMICS |L1m:|:;| it at 400 meters for the

AND AIR QUALITY

Dielhif NCR region, (b) an air
quality forecast on primary
and secondary stress of
DelhiyNCR at 400 meters res-
olution, (c) an air quality fore-
cast at 10 km resolution for
entire South Asian region, {d)
real-time observations of air
quality over Delhi/NCR
region, (¢) details about natur-

al aerosols like dust (from
dust storms) and p
matter using different s
datasets, () Near real-
information over India, (g)

cast |\f:hL contribution of

red

Consistent efforts are re
to further improve the model
performance,

The field of environmental

meteorology has witne
transformative innovations,
with cutting-edge l‘.LhI\lP]l'\“IL‘\
enabling precise, real-time
mnbhl-. into g
dy i and air quality.
I curacy of air quality
lorec is essential for miti-
gating the health impacts and
econamic costs o
IMDY and associa
tions g
for improvement in environ-
ment monitoring and air qual-
ity prediction.
IMDYs historical contributions
have not only improved the
scientific understanding of
Indigs unique atmospheric
conditions but have also played
a critical role in global efforts
to combat air pollution and cli-
mate change.
Many compliments o the
meteoralogical community for
their hard work in making
IMD a global leader in the I‘mls
of weather and climate,
(The author is Chairperson of
the Commission for Air
Chiality Management in NC H
and Adjoining Areas; Vie
are personal)

LETTERS i i, [ WA hye]:

CONGRESS CHALLENGES AAP
Madam — - The Election Commission of
nnounced the date for polling
bly seats in Delhi, Though a
tough fi f'hhl between the incumbent AAP
.lm.r!hL BIP is on the cards, the Congress
has thrown down the gauntlet by fielding
strong candidates against the AAP heavy-
welghts like Arvind Kejriwal and At I\i
Marlena, Unlike the two previous occa-
sions when it didn't contest assembly elec-
tions on a serious note and
this time the Congress is leaving no stone
unturned to corner the AAP on various
issues such as the liquor scam and the
Sheeshmahal row,
But the Congress’ revival plan in Delhi has
rattled the already crumbling INDIA
bloc, Almost all parties of this bloc have
openly theown their weight behind the
AAP But for the Congress, the biggest
shock has come from its oldest and most
trusted ally, Lalu Yadav's Rashtriya Janata
Dal, After Lalu Yadav backed West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee i
ness to lead the Opposition 2
instead of Congress HL aders,
Tejasvi Yadav dropped the bomb on the
Congress by saying that the INDI alliance
was only for Lok Sabha elections,
Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

CED CRITICISED FOR 90 HOUR PROPOSAL
Madam—1L&T Chiel has gone a few
steps ahead of what Infosyss Narayana
Murthy has prescribed and as expected,

the future of India lies in the
ermpowerment of its villages,
With the collective efforts of
organisations like NABARD
and the unwavering sup-
port of the government,
rural India is poised to lead
the nation into a brighter,
more sustainable future,
aligning perfectly with the
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
(The writer is a develop-
ment writer; views

are personal]

his sugg of 90 hours a week and
waorking even on Sundays has sti
justify how long
Is weird 1o

ment on regretting not spendin
time with his wife and children during his
warking life and after hanging up his
boots, IE\L was repenting it and said he is
trying to wash his sins,

U KIJ!!.[IL‘[}' at the end of the day, it is all
about productivity and creating a positive
work environment in the und

Anggeles in America, at least 11 peo-

ple have died as the fire destroyed
thousands of homes and more than
10,000 buildings, including schools, hos-
pl‘d]s and so on, It has forced 180,000
pm%‘e to evacuate their homes. The true
death toll is not known, The fire, coupled
with stro nds, has severely degrad-
ed air qua.gl'uy by releasing hazardous

In the wildfire that has engulfed Los

These types of talks always come from the
top, but implementation happens at the
bettom, so if he really means what he said,
b should walk the talk and work 90 hours
a week for a year or two to sel an exam-
ple, and if it helps in improving business
performance, then he should expect oth-
ers to follow suit. In a wp-dovn approach,
il these CEOs push their employees
beyond a point, it will anly result in more
burnout, and productivity is bound 1o suf-
fer, needless to mention that mental and
physical health will take a huge toll,

Bal Govind | Noida

MINOR BEHIND SCHODL BOMB THREATS
Madam —Sending fake bomb threats to
more than 23 schools in Delhi by a minor
student of class 12 is not o
but also poses a severe cr
ety and the administration
and deplorabl acts create an at
of tension in s
across the
forced to waste their time am

not spending long hours at the office.

on t threats, diverting their
focus and ,.Im\glh from genuine emergen-

Devastating wildfire in LA

smoke posing immediate and long-tesm
risks o public health, The fire has
already consumed around 22,000 acres
of land. Itis also said that climate change
had made the grasses and shrubs that are
fuselling the Los Angeles fire more vulner-
able o the burning, Firefighters have been
trying their level best 1o contain the
spread of five, but only 11 per cent of the
fire had been contained o date.
Tt is estimated that the twtal dam
economic loss from this wildfire
could reach nearly 4 per cent of the annu-
al GDP of the state of California. Heavy
rain and a shift of wind direction alone
could diminish the present situation, The
wildfire in Los Angeles is a warning 1o
other countries across the globe to be
more cautious about climate chang

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

asure can heav-
However, this
does net justify the right of any student
to spread terror in society,

If a student is experiencing mental stress
due to exam pressure, they require guid-
ance and proper men lr support, not
engagement in acts th se fear and
unrest in the community, In such cases,

itis the responsibility of both the law and
the education system to provide students
with the right guidance. They must be
taught that false threats are not anly ha

ety but also leave an und

only affect thelr own future but also deeply
impact the entire socie lon and
l!]“"j‘”‘“ are the tools that can help in their

development into responsible and sensi-
tive citizens,

R K Jain | Barwani

Send your {eedback lo:
letierstoploneer&@gmail. com
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Boiling scas &
scorched land

Record-high sea temperatures in 2024 show
the gap between climate threat and action

multi-country study that mapped heating

across eight oceanie regions has found that six

of these were at their warmest in 2024 Some

other datasets seem to concur, Oceanic
warming broke records in 2023, too, which, in turn,
surpassed the record high observed in 2022, In fact,
every decade since 1984 — when satellite record-
keeping of ocean temperatures started — has been
warmer than the preceding one, This is the bleak
bockdrop to the sucd net summation by Lijing Cheng,
the lead researcher of the 2024 study: Broken records
in the ocean have become a broken record,

It is the latter part of Cheng's pithy observation that
should worry us. Warmer oceans have cataclysmic
disruptions in store, greatly exacerbating the
unfolding climate crisis. The heating up of the oceans
aceounts for more than a third of the global mean sea
level rise through thermal expansion, worsening
sinking risks for coastal and island habitations. It
intensifies extreme weather events such as typhoons
and marine heatwaves, even as these become more
frequent than historically observed, in seas they were
practically unheard of —India, for instance, has been
seeing cyclones batter its western coast in recent years,
which had been safe from such phenomena for
centuries. Then, there is the Impact on marine
ecosystems, already visible in many sensitive regions
across the planet, including in Lakshadweep, With
hotter: oceanic d — risking
the health, indeed, survival, of marine life.

Unusual heating hasseveral underlving factors,
including the climatic phenomenon of El Nino
Southern Oscillation (ENSO), But there is no denying
thatanthropogenic factors are the most significant
conributor to extreme air and sea surface warming.
Indeed, 2024 marked not just the close of the hottest
decade on record for the planet but also the first-ever
breach of the 15" Crarget. Cheng's “broken record”,
therefore, is alsoan idiom for the warnings ded

| STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Shekhar

The outcome will have
national implications,
Hence, the big push on
the ground by three
national parties

o il o viswy the Delbi
wseriiy elocthons duein
February 20057 15 it a
struggle 1 secure the
residual poversas Delhi
s now a Centre-adminis-
tened state? I that is so, them why so
maich hoopla? Thearswer is clear, Our
politics is not a geomesric design cre-
ated out of clear, sraight, of concentrk:
limes, It's o complex maee resembling
e dense forests of Abhujhmad in
Chharisgarh, Delhl assembly ¢lections
arcumnioue as they have become a pres-
tge maich for thiree matonal partics,
Let's begln with the ruling Aam
Addmi Party (AAF), Arvind Kejriwal is
I thee fray and ditermimed W sooure o
Tt e, Aot of wiser hus fowain
the Yamuna since he first sssumed
odlice in Dedhi 12 years ago. The AAP
won the tithe of & national politieal
party in the 2022 Gujarat msembly
elections hfnrudmlz‘ﬂmllltlml

HT0d

OPINION

the Congress — the AAP Is the anly
Chppossition party thal has formed gov
CTMENES N bvoslales,

Tk Fiast ey Uusers those who want
[t o noe-Bhasattya Janata
Party (BJF) governments, However,
disturbing realitics hawnt the AA oo,
Mo of Its founding lathers are no
lenger with the party. The party that
eamie b power professing an anti-cor
rugrtian ageni is ormented by i
thiat s o it o keaders have faced
manths of Jall ierms on corruption
charges. This is the renson the AAP
lemiders went into a public relations
overdrive the momen they were

The bitter battle to
gain power in Delhi

against the Congress’s preeminent
position in the boc Shirad Pawar,
Akhilesh Yoday, and Arvind Kejrival
v obblquely suppored her, Baner-

Jees clalams whll gabn heft 1 the AAP s

able o form gevernment kn Delhi and
e Congress Lalls 1o make & mark,

It will also send the message thal
the Congress bs losing 18 political
o chae b repented kowses instate
elections. 1s ned that overnight the
Congrens was weakened 1o @ Im-l

NEW DELHI
MON DAY
JANUARY 13, 2025

The tragedy by sues
will get

il the party coulkd only muser 4, 26%
o the votes, It state leaders and work-
werm vy work Bard et el the time the
e I it in the hand yards, the

wherelt
gle legislative seat in the last mo
assembly eloctions, They have stoadily
Josit grouansd i the AAR This makis thee

[party Ill:uhllﬂun\ Lany miracles,
This is th

:inlh: wdw-www.

ehated Lo the [
ALK BT

Ing the Bahwjon Samaj Party, Assa-
duddin Crwasi's AIMIM, and Dalit
leader Chimnidrnshekias's Azad Sarma)
Prarty e adeo I the fray, Wil they be

e to perform o miracle? Or, will

vark where mention- :brycl up mnnsmnrnn Tor the
ing the BIP becomes impera thee: Prime naﬂ nnl parties
Minister Narendi Modi that i major

a weries of rallies in Delhi, Just before

rebeased from prison o infleence pub- — Delhi assembly elections a make-or-  the elections wene announced. he inau-
licopinian, wetering on thebrinkdue  break contest for the Congress, murabed India's first semi high-speed
o [2-yearlong antl-incumbency and Bs the Congress reacly for ii? Inllial inter-city train on the ARTS section
corruption charnges. in thelr favour, s chon 't enthuse thedr su) Ietween New Ashok Nagar in Delhi
[For the AAP, & simpe magority st T now Rahul Gandhi and Iyilll:u and Meerut. Earlier, be lounched
enough I needs o hage |lnn|lnlrlu Wadra or mryplum: Mallikarjun  jectsandschemes worth housa
counter the theeat ko ackressed i lmm-w crores, Senlor minksters At Shah and
g wl I Nadela ty dvolved in the

Ishl.«a I‘lwy .ulsu kunw i defent will
crente o throat 1o thelr political exis
tenee, I the AAP b able to form the
gevernment for the lourth tme in &
rvow then Kejriwal will be well within
Tl rght do murse greater amibitions. He
wouik] Nke to expand funher in other
states s well an in the INDA blos,
The INDIA bloc Is already facing

the Grand Old Party 10 cover Il:nl
ground when thelr opponents have
been visiting neghbourhoods for
weeks? Will the Congress pay lor its
lockadaisical approach in Delhi?
Experts think Il the Corgress wins o L
the over 10% of the woues then i would
become dilTieul for Kejriwal i fom
e gowernment on his e, But will

election process, Durlng the Haryam
il Mabarasbira dlections, the central
Nenakership had minutely obserd and
ehectonul process and the
sameelTorts are visibie in Db,

The BIP knows I they want to
lefent Kiejriwal (n his den, a high deci-
ke cam paiign i necessary, The RIPs
rgency steams from the fact that K
wal's brand of politics wreaks maxi-

ity of Muslins voted for the Congress-
Il INDAA b in the last general eloc-
tian. All the stase assermbly elections
since Lok Sabha resulis in May 2024
have witnessed a trend where Lhe
majority of Muslims are gravd tating
owards the Congress. Will the minae-
My ot for the Congress or stick with
Kejriwal?

1t's no surprise thit the parties are
beaving no stome unturmed o win,
itk will kead bo e bittermiess, The
trageely is that Insportant ssucs relaied
o e well-being of the people are lost
In this viclous cacophony. I1's clear
Indian democracy |s still & work in
g wndd hia o long way (o go.

Shaght Shekhor tesdordm-chief,

voiles polled. In Pungab, their Issnes, Trinamood Congress chieland — the Comgress be able to pull it off? Dur-
ment has a clear mandase, Ifwe set  West Bengal Chiel minister Mamata — ng the [ast assembly elections, 63 out
aside theoldest partyin the country = Banerjoe hos made it clear that she's ol it 66 candidates. lost their deposits

mum dimage 10 S party. Apart from
these nitional parties, groups inclad-

Hinsustim. The views expresad
ereperional

Looming threats of
a China-US standoff

residents doe Biken and X1

new leam, Incoming secretary of

aged (o koop United States (LIS)-Chiing

tenslons contained in 2024, bat when

Donald Trumgp strides bick into the
White House later this month, he will break
this [mgm 11mlllly driving an unmanaged
[the world's most

climate experts onwarming ever since climate action
became a tople of global negotiation; whille the
warnings continue to intensify with the intensification
of the climate crisis, it is the climate netion so far and
the proposals for the coming decades — or more
exactly, the severe deficiencies these carry — that
makes the warnings a broken record. The grim
temperature recordings are a reminder of how litthe
time there is o reset course and avert cdlimate disaster,

Time running out for
MVA in Maharashtra

ust as the INDLA bloc threatens to unravel, there
J aresigns thata subset, the Opposition Maha Vikas

Aghadi (MVA) in Maharashtra may be among the
!'Irstmimplndc.shi\r Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
hias indicated his party may go solo in the upeoming
local body polls unless the Congress acts to save the
alliance. This development is not unexpected. The
MVA is an unnatural alliance with no common
Ideologleal ground among its three constituents. The
Shiv Sena (UBT), the Congress, and the NCP-SF came
together in pursuit of office. Having performed
disastrously in the assembly election. there is no
incentive for them to stick together now, Worse, the
MVA constituents are competitive and suspicious of
enchather — reflected in the extended seat talks and
the lacklustre carnpalgn ahead of the assembly polls.
Post results, the parties have preferred to blame each
other and the polling process for the poor show, rather
than introspect why the voters rejected them,

The ShivSena (UBT) and NCP-SP face an existential
threat from their fival factions, which now hold office
and are better placed to patronise supporters, The
saniks, fed on decades of anti-Congressism and
Hindutva, may privilege friendship with the BRIP over
the priorities of the Thackeray family. Against this
backdrop, the Shiv Sena (UBT) may want to reclaim its
Ideologleal ground, rebuild the party, and re-establish
supremacy in the state, especially in Mumbal, which
has the richest corporation in the country,

With the state Congress seemingly lukewarm about
the alliance, itwill need political statesmanship to save
the MVA. Significantly, the man who can do it, NCP-SP
chief Sharad Pawar, recently backed Mamata
Banerjee's claim to lead the INDIA bloc. A below-par
performance in Delhi will further erode the Congress's
authority, already sliding following losses in multiple
state polls, and quicken the break-up of the MVA, first,
and then, perhaps, the langer bloc,

political relationshipand increasing the riskol
global economic disruption and crisis

Trimp will begin his second serm s US
president by announcing new wris on Chi-
nese goods in order (0 foroe a new economic
agreement on Bedjing. These new tarilfs won't
reeach the 607 blambet tarill level be theatened
luiring (e i ecthon camypsatgn, Dutihe
on all Chinese imparts |5 [[kely t dou
whout 25% by the end of 2025,

China's lenders, meanwhile, will respond
more forcefully and offer [ewer concessions
han durbng Trump's fese term, desplie the
continuing weakness of China's
econony, They fear that o concilis
tory approach will stoke already ris-
ing public anger in China by
appearing to accopt a national
humiliation, If their more con-

structive apgpraach toward the US of lan
Bremmer

the past year only brought them the
return of "Tarifl Man™ Trump and

atate Marco Rublo and natlonal securiey
ackvisar Mike Waliz, will push not anly lor
closer US ties with Talpel but also o more
explicit US guarantee for Talwan's security,
That's a bright red Nne for Beling

For now, China's leadors believe their pres-
sure tactics have loept Tadwan's nationalist
president William Lai in check, and theyre
probably right. Taiwan's cconomy remains
stromg, and hee doesa't need to provoke Ching
o bolster his public popalarity. But if Beijing
pereelves that Talpel has mide su'bstantial
mioves lowward greater de Beto independence
or (f Washimglon crosses any of China's other
red lines— il America’s chief diplomat visits
the dstand or US naval vessels anchor ina Tal-
wanese port = Clidna might escalie milisrily
win o blockade or the selzure of one of Tal-
wan's outer islunds. These risks will growas
Takwan's 2028 clecthons wpprosch
and Beifing ramps wp pressure o
prevent another Willlam Ll victory,

Nedther China nor the US wants a
erisis in 2025, Xi and Tramp bath
hope 1o prioritise domestic policy this
year, X1 Broes serious ecanomic ¢ al-
lenges, grosing sochal stabilivy con-
corn. and & military leadership in dis-

MALALA YOUSAFZAI

<+

In Afghanistan, an ¢

tire

weration of girls will be

s
robbed of its fun

- AS

Muslim leaders, now is the

ume to

raise your voice

At an event in ldamabad, calling for an
ntermational Liw against gender aparthebd

Leader of good conduct
and good conscience

wisdtod T para o Uhen msember-socretnry

first met D Manmohan Singh when e
[ of the Plannéng Commision to understand

state'stribal

the
ties. Even hough we had ploughed our way
through muddy roads on n |'a|uy dny Ino
Mmﬂm

At ey e wivs ammong the three ncl uded,
When the revised panel came o te minktry,
it hal, in addition to mine. the names of two

s who were senfor i me, and had reas
sanably good credentinks, Againat the ndvice
of his sensor officials, he rmolmnwd my

more of his threats, they might wedl
wonder, why stick 1o a pragmatic
I.mlhf Trump's threats are the kalest in a long
ine of aggressions from Washinglon that
conlirm the suspicions of many in Beling
that US policymakers are intent on contain:

g China's rise uululral}.wn:
The most sensitive of all suIJjuns In

array. Trump P

lem thit might sink the US stock
market and hopes (o cul deals that boost confl-
dence in his leadership, With unified govern-
ment and consolidated control of his party,
Trump bs in @ bette “E:Ium than Biden ever
w10 ensure tial lmighon speiks with a
slmghe volce, But thisre is no foundation for an

US-Chdnese relmions I8

hicader US-China

palle
Bed)Ing objects to what || believes are hh

I
ulnl.luhl. Bedjing can offer to buy more of

allempls 1o frecze Chinn's

berbCn's oducts and encrgy

development 1o show the counLry's coontmic
rise, Trump's security team will sdd more
Chinese companies to the so-called entity
list, muking lcensing more difficult for
thern, and will expand export contrals into
more economic sectors, Trump will also fol
low the Biden administration’s lead on
restricting the expont of sdvanced computer
chips to Chinese tech firms. Beljing has
already shown a willingness to retaliane
agginst these mrade and investment measures
by restricting the export of eritical minerals
and the wehnology wsed Lo process them.,
Critfcal mibmerabs are vital 1 the production
of a broad range of modern echnologles,
Including electric car motors, compulers,
and some products Wash ingron considers
essentisl for US national seeurity.

n:]mm It o ke [ casber for US compa-
nles that want o do business in China, Xi can
greenlight more Chiness investment in the US
il even play o e actively supportive role in
gretting o o cowselire in lllmlhu' Hu these con:
st

Funwles in his nelministration, whn believe that
Chirws rise is had for the US. Tromp's determi-
nullun Lo tighten the ummln an Chimea and its

the opposite direction

Twio wildcarids huru ever US-China ties
this year: Trumy himselfand new vourie
addvisor Elon Musk., Tramg could try o bulld
a bertter personal relationship with President
XI. Musk's many commercial interests in
China could make him a uselul go-between,
Bt (he forees pushing the US and China in

Thosugh nt at risk of a C i
2025, disputes over Talwan will also make
US-Chinese relations more toxic this year,
Thotgh Trump lemseld a)
s Tialwan, the mare how

s uminterested
h mermbers of iy

Xhand Trump both hope 1w prioritlse
ieml:pdfcythl- yeur. RTINS

apposiie d are much bgger than
elther of these possibilites, and nefther (s
Iilwlyludem!lm e oulgome,

The uffec e coming breakdown In
relations will be h h all over the workd, Most
eountries have na interest i a new Cold War,
muaking ane wnlikely in the near term. But
key US allies and trade partners such as
Jupan, South Kores, Mexico, and 1 Euro-
pean Union may inereasingly be foreed o

ehoose sides — at lenst in the growing num-
ber of national security-related areas = and
ata signilicant cost to their economies.

Neither China nor the US wants a costly
confrontation in X025 but early signals from
both Beding and Washington shows us that
eonflict is becomdng harder (o avold.

Ham Brevmimar i the Jounder aud bovrd
priklent of Eiinails Graip Farncstion
The views expreasal are personal

able interest in namae for In my et ng
I nghy mi with himm thereafter, | atermped o thank him,
e b 1 mnnlxrﬂ‘mtmbrntlm he  but he disarmingly broshed itasice,

casually remarked that what strack him was

not the mastery of information bt the passkon

with which it was communicated. Therecould

huw: been no better encouragement for a
('Ml servant ina remole state,

e e later, e, along with two other

Uniun ministers, AK Antony and PM Sayeed,

wislted the norihesstern states b uaderstand
the problems of the civil services
and get an bdea of te developmen:
tal chillengges there. | ook the three
ministers around, At s dinner
hosted by the Governor, Dr Singh
I':lk e asdcle and said that when |

O one nccasion, | fownd him in a some-
what pensive mood at his offioe. With some
. he indicated that Atal Bitwr| Vaj-
payee, then an Opposition leader, had
browght 1o his notioe the fact thist the Staw
Bk of i (SET) o gome back on is cam-
mitment 1o open a branch in a rural ares,
lesving the people there crestlalien. He added
that be could not alford to disap

polnt o respected person like Mr
Vajpayee. However, when he

Brought the matter up with SBL be

was Wold the branch was not a vie

ble proposition. | brought up this

r

o due for central depatation, M maitter with then-SBl-chairman,
I should meet him, §did not wke it Damodaran PG Kakeddkar, who said he would

seriously at that time. One had
Iesard of Linion minksters and other
lenders making rich promises 1o
civil servants in the North East cadre, only 1o
forpet these an their way back b Delh, | was
1o discover that Dr Singh was a glorious.
excepion

“Thver, canme an Instanee when | had accam-
mlmnwu,mw! miisies 1o Dedhl — by then, e

et the matter reexamined. A cou-
e ol weeks later, S8 reconsderad
It decishon. | requested Mr Kakod-
kar to mention this 1o the finance minister,
‘When | met the minister a couple of days
luter, e relerved o SBY's decision and said be
hoped the decision wis taken on meril and
maok because he had expressed an inter est,

When the: FIIIKJH ol chalrman of the Secu-
i ¥ B H s

e Uinrloes finar I

= 1 ey dhiowmn L ddermunnel s of the state for sup-
o, Al ghwing us a siincere Dearing, Te askd
e b0 Falkow (hese up with minkscry b reau
cruts. Thon, with his chameseristic urnility, he
inesdsted o wilking us 1o e B as we rose o
leuve, The Marsdss CM, a stounch idecloglesl
opponent of Dr Singh, could not help but
rermenrk on his essential goodness,

‘When the state government. for its own
rensans, decided 1o release me for central
dheputation, | visiied Delhl bun had B0 ST0IR

o e (b, e Bgnored the varlows pressures
st o B, ndd Dosed o6 the recommesn-
dation ol acommities, | wos appalnied o that
s, | myust ackd, lor gooe messure, that inthe
none of the assignments for whic
Dlessliggs, iy rouest was mode dther by him,
o o Iils beball, o get any matter wttendiad (o,

Soon after | demisted office ns Sebi chair:
v, e nsked me over to the PM's residen-
] effice el el theat b wis very loeen that
T shoukd -m}nm asslgnment in order to

intention af ealling on the fina Vister.
When I ran into him in the corridors of Narth
Block, he rrlfuim‘] whelher ny name had
been offered lor central deputation. When |
comnfirmed this, he asked me o et him bier
that day, He would ask me then whether |
worrtabid ke o work in the ministry of Anance.
!Irjuunf‘g. i an unchamcteriste fashion, o
panél of names thisl was already with the
mindstry 6o fill an existing vacancy, he asked
i officers to get snother el and o ensure

putmy ol use, |doclined the
offer since | had rwmvmy and | needed o
do work which would get me a resonalde
e, without sacrilicing my principles, He
responded saying that that wasa kegitimase
expectation. There could be no better exem-
plar of good conduct and good consclence
han Dr Singh.

M Darnodaran sevved @ chalrman of Se, U1,
and I, The vieve expressad are pevsotial

Bme 111 70610 @ Eoroanas (07] G410 Ein
DTN s, PRADRAN « i 6o far sl s of nies s P RP it @ ATl IS siarsnd. Aigesdiirtion in o o 0 B withest se b e s of Pusise s pahibtid

L it

T Va1, P

i
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Opinion

The reforms needed in the MEA

ndia is on the rise, thanks to
iits consistent economic
lmmh. lirical stability,
and a bold, autonomous
lumpnllry Whnhuknuu
success of its G20 presidency, its
strategic autonomy during the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, its
leadership in vaccine diplomacy
during COVID-9, or its initiative in
voicing the concerns of the Global
South, India his established itsell
as a major player in global affairs,
However, with this increased
global stature comes the need for

External Affairs (MEA) needs o
leep pace with the demands of
this new era and evolve io meet
them. A critical examination of jts

Areas of improvement
The MEA is stuffed with about 850
Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
officers tasked with formulating
and executing foreign policy
across 193 embassies and
consulates worldwide. While the
annual intake of IFS officers has
increased from 124 to 3235 in
recent yeary, il remains grossly
. Comparathvely, the

115 has arouncd 14,500 foreim
service officers; the UK., 4,600;
and Russia around 4,500 officers.,

Given the curnent intake rate,
India wouild require decades to
reach an optimal workforce of
1,500 officery. To address this

Litioons.
recrultment should be subsject to
stringent selection criteria and
probation periods to ensure
quality. Additionally, consultants

roles. The current perception is
that they are stop-gap appointees.
The MEAS Internal structure

STATE OF PLAY

requines isation to reduce balance b list and
fragmentation and improve specialist roles within the IFS.
c.nn'ﬂhlim.lthﬂlmnymlell la“llﬂh.lhryze“nd
ones, which often result in \dnku to the ro mllllmnlm
Inefficlencles. For instance, Indla's ndequw
Lol Rajecy immediate nelghbourhood, a !rdnh‘ln ane forelgn
Agarwal (retived) | gectared priority in its foreign during their initial years and are
Farmer Directar at policy, is managed by four posted in countries
Miniatry of External separate divisions: the PAI Division | where that language is spoken.
aMairs, Mew Delhi (Pakistan, Afghanistan, and lran), However, subsequent postings
the BM :m(w onendnmtallmwlmdﬂ
the [ivislon
qu:ld and Bhtan) and the 10R kmurmbrmﬁlsdtlﬂ m
Division (5ri Lanka, Maldives, and To address this, at least one

other nations in the Indian Ocean
Region). While inputs from these

language-trained officer should be
posted in each embassy o reduce

¥, Raghavendri
ive years after the YSR
Cos ™" oy |
(YSRCP)  government

abandoned  the  Amaravat
project, Chiel Minister N,
Chandrababu Naldu has set

Building the dream capital

Naidu has set the ball rolling but he has to develop Amaravati in just three years

ffor which lands were al-
lotted in 200419 is an im-
[partant comparient in the ov.
erall capital  development
plan.

‘While infrastructure works,
such as connecting the trunk
roads in Amaravati o the
NHHIG, are in various stages of
construction, the Centre re:
cently approved a new 57 km:
long ary line from Ermupa:

the tune of about 50,000
crore, This includes construc-
tion of the Legislative Assemb-
Iy and the High Court build-
ings. It has also taken steps o
fnvite tenders for works and

crore as ald. It plans to ar
range this amount from the
Warld Bank and other multi-
lateral lending institutions.
Delegations of the World
Bank, the Asian t

are collated at higher levels, such dependence on interpreters.
fragmentation increases the risk of | Often, in tricky negotiations,
oversight and hinders cohesive lnnguage skills have proved tobe a
nﬂnndmnﬁmmt game changer, and the Ministry
Similarly, the Gulf Division could beverage this aspect
oversees eight Gulf countries, and Moreover, as officers progress in
the WANA Division handles the Mm,mmldhz
rest of West Asia and North Africa. 1 o become
Surprisingly, Iran and Tirkiye, uruljucmm:rupnu
|m]iualnutlnn-hd-|q#m.
do not fall under elther division. |nnwm¢m|m pnncy.liiem
Inssteac, Tlrkiye Is managed by must build capacity in helds such
the Central Europe Division, while | as cybersecurity, space policy, and
Iran falls under the PAI Divisian. artificial intelligence. Expecting all
Many similar misalignments IFS officers to master these highly
highlight the need for uhﬂmmmm
ing and ik dbilities is |
divisions to create a more efficient lnnui the Ministry should hire
and app and retain domain specialists who
‘While officers posted abroad can focus exclusively on these
enjoy substantial financial and {ssues throughout their careers.
administrative support, their
counterparts in Delhi face Steps in the right direction
significant challenges. Housing aniuﬂme:hallmau the MEA
Eacilities have improved, but are has mad efforts to
still inadequate to accommodate evolve. The establishment of
the cadlre, Y divisions such as Policy,
m%mlm and and Research, and lh?cm
allowances for officers posted in Comtemnporary China Studies,
India are limited, making domestlc | reflects its intent to adapt to
India has postings less appealing than emenging global irends. The
established itself foreign assignments. Providing dynamic leadership of Dr. 5.

- better housing, medical kar has been instrumental
s a major and educational facilities for their | in the display of iInnovation and
player in global Farnilies could work wonders for reater assertiveness in foreign
alfairs. The the morale of these officers. Also, policy and also, 4s he emphasises,
Ministry of offering financial incentives for in aligning foreign policy with
External Affairs Delhi postings could help. After hdia_‘sapinﬁummhmna
needs 10 keep all, this is where critical ‘Viksit Bharat” (Developed India).
pace with the | S etore’ | year o indepenvence i 2047

8 ane years ce in 2047, its
demands of this executed abroad. forelgn policy must evolve in
new era The MEA his long debated the tandern with its global ambitions,

Developimen

Bank, and so on have conduct-
ed a social impact assessment
sty o bend funds 1o the Am-
aravati profect. In fact, the
World Barik has ghven in-prin
ciple clearance for the loan.
The Housing and Urban Deve-
lopment Corporation Limited
is also providing a loan of
11,000 erore,

The master plan was pre-
pared by the London-based
Foster + Partners and no ma-
jor changes have been made
. o it by the State government.,
The government is confi- The Assembly building,

F 103 acres, will fea
ture a 250-metertall struc
ture, offering a panoramic
wiew of the city. There will be
five ad towers of
which three will have at least

N
tion to 20 engineering works.
valued at T 4GS crore,

In its submission to the Su-
preme Court, where cases re-
lating to the capital are pend-
:fd that it Ih!l\:l omplete

woul «
the in three years in-
stead of six months us ordered
by the High Court on March 3,
2022. it potnted out that the t-
melines set in 2014 when the

within the promised time pe-
riod. However, this Is casber
said than done because of the
sheer size and number of offic.
es and residential spaces that

need to be built, as per its | 39 floors. Besides these, the
tanget. vernment s planning
In addition, there is the is- ikl 0 host of buildings. The

wue of mobilisation of funds. | cost of construction of these

have gone up by 42% over the

will impose a huge burden on | Last five years, according to the
the public exchequer. But this | Municipal Administration
is inevitable since the State | Minister.

The establishment of offic-
s of varlous Central govern-
ment departments, and reput:
ed educational mstitutions,

the common capital of And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana

the ball rolling to construct | last year, as per l!n Andhra | lem in Khammam district of

the “people’s capital”. Pradesh R Act, | Tek to Nambur in Gun-
The Telugu Desam Party | 2004, tur district via Amaravati. This

(TDP}Hed National Democrat- A silver lining inthe cloud is | s bound wo give fillip to the de-

ic Alliance (NDA) government | the Central government's pro- | velopment of Amarwvati.

has approved capital works w0 | mise of providing 15,000 For now, the government is

busy with the tender foating
process. The construction of
these buildings is expected to
gain momentum this month,
Having committed to complet:
ing the works in just three

years, the government is ex-
pecled to work ceaselessly. If
it does not meet ts ambitious
deadline, the project will drag
on further to the overall detri-
ment of the State. Raising and
efficiently using funds for the
capital is also a tough task as
the government has already
been grappling with a shoe:

liance accuples 164 out of 175
seats in the Assembly.

In fact, the YSRCP was also
firmly in the saddle with 151
seats. But it jeopardised the
capital project by choosing to
follow the South African mo-
del of three capital cities and
failing 10 implement it The
YSRCP paid the price for its
folly by loving the election;
and so did the people, who
have not  seem  any

development.

Over the last few years,
Andhra Pradesh was constant-
by rumning into troubbe regand.
ing its capital, Finally, it is set
o have one,

Is Trump justified in asking EU to buy more oil and gas from the US.?

[ DATA POINT |

5. Prosident-elect Donald

Trump threatened to im-

pose tariffs on many coun-
tries if they do not fulfil certain
conditions. In November kast year,
e said he would impose sweeping
tariffs on imports from Canada,
China, and Mexlco if these coun:
tries failed to stem illegal border
crossings into the US. and the traf-

ficking of drugs = in lar
Fentanyl, which isa opiid.
He has also th the Eu-

ropean Union (EU) with tariffs, as
the LS. runs a trade defict with
the bloc. This means that its im:
ports from the EU are higher than
its exports. Dita show that the U.S.
had a trade deficit of more than
$208.7 billion with the EU at the
end of 2023, second only to China
with which it hud a trade deficit of
$279.4 billion, The third on the list
is Mexico (trade deficit of $152.4
hillion). With Canada, the US. had
a trade deficit of $67.9 billion.
Chart | shows the U5 trade def:
ficht with select countries at the end
of 2023, The other countries
which have been threatened with
tariffs are also part of the list of
countries with which the US. runs
the highest trade deficits.

It is debatable whether imposi-
thon of tariffy is the most effickent
way of dealing with this. In 2023,
the US. imported €40.7 billion
worth of motor cars and vehicles
from the EL. This was the second
biggest commodity in terms of va:
lue, from the bloc, If there are
Ihigher tariifs on the import of Eu:
ropean cars, these ears would be-
come more expensive. This would
benefit LS. car manufacturers.

At the same time, consumers in
the US. have been importing

goods  from  countries
such as China, They imported over
$35 billion worth of smartphanes
i 2023 from China. If the higher
tariffs proposed by Mr. Trump

come into force, consumers will
need to look for alternatives. This
mieans that they will spend mone
on these products,

This means munufacturers will
benefit, but not consumers.

Mr. 's solution to bridge
the EU's deficit with the LLS.
is also questionable: he has asked
the bloc 1o buy mare oil and gas
from the U5, By the end of 2023,
the EU had sourced close to 43% of
its Matural Gas meeds
from the ULS. just three years be-
fore that, in 2020, the EU had
sourced below 20% from the US.
(Chart ). This means that the
EU's dependency on the US. had
more than doubled in just three
years. This was because sanctions
were imposed on Russia after it in-
vaded Ukraine. Thus, import af
gas from Russis had to be cut,
which benefited the U.S.

In July 2024, the EU sourced
chose to 15% of its crude oil from
the US. compared to just 8% in Ju-
ly 2020. In the same period, crude
oll imports from Russia were re-
duced from 23% to 2% (Chart 3).
S0, the question is, why is Mr.
Trump threatening the EU when
the bloc’s dependency on the LS.
fiosr ool e g 1w ey inereasing
at a rapid pace?

The US. exported JLE% of its
crude oil production in 2023 com:
pared to just 18.7% five years prior.
It exported 16% of its natural gas

production in 2023 co to
9.6% five years prior 4).
Are W.J'\nn in the US.
m sustilnably increase
if the export share in-
creases further, given that the LS.
is also the biggest consumer of oil
and natural gas domestically?
Finally, of all the top 10 oil refin:
eries (in terms of processing ca:
packty) that operite in Euwrope,
most are owned by private players
(Chart 5). While Mr. Trump's ti-
rade is directed against the govern:
ments in Europe, will the bloc be
able to convinge the privite refin:
eries, whose best Interest is w0
choose the cheapest and most via:
ble oil, o get supply from the US.2

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The M@ Finin.

Shifting the balance

Tha data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, the U.S. Energy Information Administration, and the
Imternational Trad:

I Us.(

Chart 1: The chirt shows the U5 trade

Chart 2: mmm:umlmmdhmdmuﬂp
fram the ULS. and Rusala. (Figures in %)

40

stoben
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Natarajn —
persan...

of the idal,

0-4 .

dealer,

FIFTY YEARS AGD JANUARY 13, 1575
Idol made plaintiffin
Sivapuram Nataraja case

Los Jew, Jan. i2: A religlous 1dol allegedly
im India has become a plaintiff in a $5.5
million suit to wrest it from a millionaire
industrialist and art collector, Mr. Norton Simon,

The complaint in the case was amended on
Friday to include the idol - the Sivapuram
alfter the Government of India said
that under Indian kaw the idol is o “juristic

thereby entithed 1o own property and

mmulbumdwlindlnwlurm

The complaint, filed by the American Chil
Liberties Union against Mr. Simon, seeks return
of the idol or $5.5 million if it is not returned.
The suit originally asked for $2.5 million in lieu

The suit contends that Mr. Simon knew the
idol had been stolen when he bought it for a
million dollars in 1973 from a New York art

The whole thing on the part of the Indian
government is rather prepasterous,” Mr. Siman
sabd, “The plece was in a private collection in
Bombay for years... it was shown to Government
officials, there Is printed literature describing
it.. and all these years they did nothing~

However, the collector said, "1 think there is a

grave question as to whether it was ever stolen,
mdifk was, why (the Indian government) were
imactive all the years it was in a private
colbection. There was certainly no reason 1o
consider |t anything but perfectly appropriate
from our standpoint to purchase the plece.”

The idol is at present in the care of a woman
in London, who was given the art object to
restare it, A British court has ordered her not 1o
dispose of the idol until its actual owner is

8 determined.
basad Ll Joty 04 July boaw doty 2004 .....“5:3' :n"db:dm num;;"..}"’”
Nataraja who have been deprived of their right
Chirt & The chart shows th U.5.s sxperts of crude oil and ummmmmunlmmﬁumm of worship, and therefore, deprived of their
natursl gas o o share of production. Figares in %} Eurape by ] right of freedom of religion”
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Cruila ol P fnfinary boterdes [INTTT] A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FROM THE JANUARY

Tt [En ergles Antwerp Setery (I 120
[Sep—— ™)

Phock Aefiery [ 137
Shall irwiniand Refery IR 125

1548 Awvery (IR >

Sarvoon fetvery (IR 100

w0 Refery IR 267

9% Gnivaniircen Refvary [N o4, 1

12, 1925 EDITION AS THERE WAS NO EDITION
ON JANUARY 13, 1525

New invention in telegraphy

Paris, Jan, 11: A Hovas Agency m
Matin announees that a young Fre
has invented an apparatus by means of which
radio-telegrams could be printed instead of read

says the
engineer
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The job question

While employment numbers are no doubt up,
the quality of jobs being generated is important

HEAD OF BUDGET 2025, the imperative of generating more

productive jobs dominates the policy discourse despite opti-

mistic statements that the employment situation has dra-

matically improved since the National Democratic Alliance
came to powerin 2014 vis-a-vis the previous United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) regime ingly, the Union minister for labour and employ-
ment used the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) KLEMS data for this purpose
— ratherthan the official Periodic Labour Farce Surveys (PLES) — although
this does not provide details of where the employment has been gener-
ated or, for that matter, the quality of jobs, Last year, the labour ministry
used KLEMS data together with the PLFS to counter a Citigroup report
that India will struggle to create sufficlent jobs even with a 7% growth
rateby stating that 80 million-plus employment opportunities were pen-
erated from 2017 -18 (july-June) to 2021- 22 despite the economy being
hit by Covid-19. As organised sector employment is sluggish, there are
fewer opportunities for those who move from the countryside to cities
forwork. The brunt of adjustmentisborne by the unorganised sector that
includes self-employment and casual labour. Even these opportunities
have dwindled,due toshocks like d tisation in November 2016, the
introduction of poods and services tax, and lockdown to battle Covid-19,
triggering reverse migration.

Thegquality of jobsagain comes to forewith the labour minister’s state-
ment that India created 172 million jobs between 2014 and 2024, of
which 46 million were generated in 2023-24 {July-June).“The main rea-
son for the fall in unemployment in the past decade has to do with the
ise in employment in agriculture in the rural areas. Most of these jﬂbﬁ
are unpaid family labour” said RRamal Tata Insti

: Opmion

HE &.4% GDP growth esti-
mateof the National Statisti-
cal Office (NS0) has drawn
nyriad responseson thestate
of the economy. It has now
been usad as a basis for conjecturing the
final numbemwhlﬂhvnllm outinMay.

Q.nwm: fascaling
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® REMEMBERING VIVEKANANDA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Swami V

} da is an eternal inspiration

for youth, who continues to ignite passion

and purpose in young minds

©® GAUGING GROWTH
DRAWING FIRM CONCLUSIONS ON GDP NUMBERS BASED ON NSC'S FIRST ADVANCE ESTIMATES IS TRICKY

How ‘final’ are GDP estimates?

MADAN SABNAYIS

Chief econamist, Bank of Barada

At isab

of anexaggeration with economists talk-
ingofa signi A le of

pu‘hats arerelevant here,
Thefirstisthatafter gl for

tant because for FY 26, the GDP forecast
has to be made. It can be around 10.5%
again, which will then feed I.ntolhe Bud

getmodelwh

The first thing that strikes the reader
is that the final numbers t,end tr.l be at

S0 var

points of time. Therefore, it may be diffi-
cult to assume that the final numberwill
be better though it is tilted in this direc-
tion based on the seven chservations.

In fact, even the May provisional
estimate may not provide the certainty
in the estimate as data is still in the
chegs of being absorbed. In the last

our years, the provisional estimates
were better than the first advance esti-
mates on three occasions.

Therefore, drawing any firm con-
clusions enth 1GDP hnum-

the Last three years, the gmwth Tnumber
this year had o belower and hence when
the government stood by its forecast of
6.5- 7% forthe yearand the Reserve Bank
of India (REI) lowered it to £.6%: in the
December policy, it was expected. Thare-

fore, slower growth w& already a known
factand the numb thetable
fordiscussion, Now, the NSO up

with these GDP numbers, .
The Excel files of ists have

andtheassumptla\smmmpalaumgam
 data,revisionswould

already run fresh forecasts based on the
6.4% number for both FY25 as wellas
FY¥26, The important question here s, how

arethefirstadvance estimatesof the
NS0 considering that they come when
onlynine months of the yearare overand

these forecasts based on extrapolations.
Hence this is just an improvement over
whal lt does at the beginning of the year

period?

Ta give us an idea, the table provides
the forecasts for GDP at four points of
time, There s a first advance estimate in

dataavailable | January, the second advance
and the forecasts are based on models ﬁtlmatem hl:wu:ar].I and the provisional
whlch make several i This inMay.Th el

Sodal Sciences,"Thisis not quallt)' employment,it's not
ductive employment in any form,” he added, according toa lEFL‘lll inFE.
This s indeed a reversal of the process of modern economic development
which is associated witha shift in population away from agriculture. The
FLFS shows a substantial increase in employment in agriculture from
440 of total employment in 2017-18 to 46, 1% in 202 3-24,amounting
to 76 million going back to the farms. The labour minister, however, thinks
this is an impressive performance under the current dispensation — in
contrast to the UPAregime — asits policies focused on the holistic devel -
opment of agriculture, which is now evidenced in the data.

The upshot is that while employment is up, its quality is in question.
Experts and statisticians believe that KLEMS is not the ideal source for
assessing employment as the RBI doesn't collect any data but only make
estimates based on data sourced from official sources, According to for-
mermember of the National Statistical C PC Mol KLEMS
estimates are only as good as the population number they use for their
projections. “The worker population ratio number from the PLFS is
inflated with the (India’s) population estimate, and is then used to give
employment estimates,” he added. KLEMS thus indicates that 46 million
jobs were added in 2023-24 while the PLFS data shows only 14 million.
The fact that reverse migration continues only reinforces an observation
of the late historian Eric Hobsbawm that India still remains “one of the
few examples left in the world of an enormous population still largely
dependent on agriculture”,as less than half of the workforce still lives off
the land. The continuing reverse migration reflects distress and has seri-
ous distributional consequences.

Delta cracked the code
for post-pandemic profits

I Is based on the knowl
edge of the first half of the year or eight
months'data for th fables involved.

matenumberwhich comeswithalagefa
year—which is what will be seen in any

‘Therefore, it is not based on any specific
collation of data fromvarious entities This
year has been unusual as elections were

held. which hash " \gbyth

a4

Investmenttoo,
But such a forecast is necessary
becauseit drawi th
Budget. The revised fiscal ratios swill be
hased on arevised GDPnumberin normal
torms. wii A% lakh

lower than what was estimated at the
beginning of the year, The past is impor-

ries chart of the GDP growth rate,

he made that can lead todifferent conclu-
shons, In 2016-17 forinstance, which was
the year of demonetisation, growth was
projected at 7.1% on three occasions but
ended upata high of £ 3%.

The final estimates have shown vary-
ing patterns compared with the first
advance estimate. In four of the seven
years, the final numbers were better
including 2020-21 during Covid-19.0n
twooccasions, it came inlowerwhileitwas
spot on for 2022-23. Therefore, itwould
be hard to ascribe a direction for the final
GDPgrowth numbers based on past data.
This is because the revisions would be
coming from different sectors at various

Forecasts of real GOP growth rates at different points
W fan estimate W Feb estimate W May estimate W Final

S dedd ""“dd

7.3
7.6
8.2

o
hhhh

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Source; Press releases of NS0 on naticnal income gstimates

bers based on the NSO's first advance
estimates is tricky, The economy has a
verylarge unorganised sectoronwhich
data is not readily forthcoming, which
leads to several imputations. The goods
and services tax hasbrought about sig-
nificant progress in terms of formali-
sation of the economy where several
micro, small and medium enterprise
{MSME) units have got registered. Sim-
ilarly, borrowings by MSMEs from the
financial system would entail provid-
ing data on their finances, which also
helps in getting closer to their value
addition to the GDP numbers,

It s not surprising that several fore-
casts have been lowered after the NSO
brought out its first advance estimates,
There is always a "follower” reaction

byeither the government, the NSO o the
RBIL The rationale would be puzzling
given that the economic environment
prevailing till fanuarywasknownand did
not trigger any revision in forecasts or
evenoverallviewan thestate of theecon-
omy. ltwould beof interest to see how the
second advance estimates in February
wouldview the econony.

Views are persoal

In the name of nation-building

RISHI RAJ

rishi rajexpressindio.cam

Normalising overwork in the pursuit of economic growth

echoes dangerous historical precedents; corporate leaders
must address systemic challenges rather than resort to rhetoric

A NEW TREMD has started of India Inc
members waxing eloquent on the need
forworking extraordinarily long howrs,
and how it's needed if India has to
hecnmag]nhalemnnmlcpmurhmge.

ties. W balieve this is India's decade, a
time demanding collective dedication
and effort to drive progress and realise
our shared vision of becoming a devel-
oped natinn ; Is what the company said,

T-_‘adler Dla founder Bhavish Aggar-
I b a"West-

tunistic mindset rather than i

i f socialist

commitment to progress, v
Meoreover, suggesting that employ-
ees forgo personal time for "nation-
bullding” is both overreaching and
paternalistic Workplaces are entitled to
set rules including working hours, but

In this quest it's often fi that
DELTAAIR LINES' competitive moat s only d TheAtlanta- they are treading into the pll\rate space
based aIIlIneml’-‘rId.aympnrtedEuunh-quartmaarnlnssthatbeates(pectatl.onsam of citizens, which a liberal, d tic
=zales and profit based on strong demand for the premium services 1d-¢l. fety . e
lounges, free entertainment and food, comfortable seats, etc, — that flyers are While Infosys co-founder NR

maore willing to pay for since the pandemic.
Analysts took issue with the company’s 2015 gul.dame of more than §7.35 a

share, which is 11% higher than 2024 ing; 1toa Inma from

last glitch,b he estimate looks too They

are probably right. Chief executive officer Ed Bastian fikes to brag mat Delta m.akes

upl\alfnfme I.I'Sal.rl.me |nd|gtrypmﬂ&‘l‘he unwrul tl ly
h

the Iawh’ deand
a half. Premium revenue in the quarter rose & percentage pcllnls faster than main-
cabin sales. That will continue. Out of the 3% to 4% of new capacity Delta plans to

Marayana Murthy's call for a 70-hour
workweek started itall,as he felt that the
countryneededit, Larsen & Toubeo (L&T)
chairman and managing director SN
Subrahmanyan took it to another level by
advocating a 90-hour workweek, citing
the need for nation-building. He went
overboard, saying: “I regret | am not able
to make you work on Sundays. If  can

add this year, 85% will be premium-cabin seats, the company said on a
callwithanalysts.
How did Delta become the most profitable US airline with a growing compet-
itive ad\ramage
Istied to how the airline p i d-
ing, De]La reinstated its dividend in 2023 at a low level aftes
suspending it during the pandemic. Investing back in the
business is clearly Delta’s highest priority. The company
decided 15 years ago that it would be a premium-brand air-
line and has plowed money into alrport upg‘!adm new
lounges, and technology to lun itives
didn't know such a stmng l:rmd nftme]lers wanting tobe
i, 5till, the com-
pany had pusmuned ltse]f perfectlyto ride the wave with

THOMAS
BLACK

work days, [willbe hap-
pier because Iworkon Sundays What do
youdosittingat home? How L

ern” concept, forgetting that his cab-
hailing and other ventures did not have
roots in ancient India.

The common thread in the state-
mentsof these India Incleaders is that
they use"nation”and “economic great-
ness” to back their exhortations. The
comparison, or perhaps obsession,
with China is another

stare at yourwife? Howlong can n the wife
stare at her husband? Get to the office
and start working”

He also comnpared Indian workers to
their Chinese counterparts, stating,
“Chinese people work 90 hours a week,
while Americans work only 50 hours. If
you want to be on top of the world, you
have towork 90 hours a week” Subrah-
manyan's remarks were made at an
internal event and hecould have curbed
the damage by clarifying that he was

high-g
#loomiberg internet, lie-flat seats,and otherf att et
The airline invested §4.8 billion last year and plans similar
caputalupendnures thisyear.
competitive moat pertains to the financial side of the business as we]LDeIta
hasmziemd.udngd.ebtapdaﬂtyhelpng et gainani
rating with. all th g companies. Delta paid down §4 huunnofdemand
planst yearasit k 1 26

tlmesmEtimﬁmlusmlsyea.randt‘amldasu&dl goal of one time.
Spending on employees is another priority, This may sound like a corporate
cliche, but Delta backs this up with a profit-sharing programme that will divide
§14billion among employees on February 14, It's telling that the only unionised
portion of Delta's workforce is pilots. The rest of its employees, including flight
attendanls don'tbelong toa unl.on andn snot 'because labour organisers aren’t
d. Delta pay of pwith union counter-
partsat atheraidines but avoids the cum’rontatI.onal'harg:mlnganmmg’emp]oyee
groups that takes place with each new union contract,
Investors may feel s]lghted with thekr position toward the bottom of the list. The

dividend hare,well belowthe 4 St the b
2020. x...-.l- th P Fd Wi
ing panythat leads their vthand balance-sheetstrength.

This strategywon't always result inthe biggest stack gains. Last year, Delta rose
500 while United soared 135%, Over the long run, investing in the companyand
employees will provide steady growth that underpins returns that can't be
matched by short-term financial engineering, Delta is demonstrating what can

king in jest but regrets it. What is
more disturbing is the statement that
the company subsequently issued. “At
L&T, nation-building is at the core of our
mandate. Foroverelght decades,we have
been shaping India's infrastructure,
industries, and technelogical capabili-

the decision to prioritise leisure or fam-
ily time is a private matter. When lead-
ers make disparaging comments about
how individuals spend their time off —
as Subrahmanyan did with his remarks
on spouses — they cross a line into
unwarranted moral policing,

The rhetoric of “nation-building”as
a justification for labour exploitation
has a dark history. From

. —
common refrain, B Hitler's Germany to
While economic, India md_“d has  statin’s soviet Union and
isalegitimate goal, pushing a unigque Mao’s China, oppressive
it to extremes risks fuster opportunity to regimes have invoked sim-
5 ilar narratives to coerce
n’?aquatl.ng]ulg)’wurs with shape this century, extracrdinaryefforts from
patriatism, drawing paral- but the path to thelr citizens, often at
leds tooppressivehistorical greatness lies in Immense human cost,
regimes. sustainable, Adolf Hitler framed
Corporate I.eaders who . . labour as a patriotic duty,
citeChi inclusive growth with massive public works

justify excessive hours

often ignore the broader context. China,
an authoritarian state, imposes a rigid,
top-down approach to governance and

programmes like the Auto-
bahn touted as symbols of national
pride. Beneath this veneer, forced and
gla\re labour became wldegpmad r.\nth

ingininh ons

b Similarly, in China during the Great
Leap Forward, workers were mobilised
into unsustainable industrial efforts,
leading to widespread famine and mil-
lions of deaths. Mao's propaganda glori-
fied labour, masking the suffering it
inflicted on the populace.

Taday's corporate leaders risk repli-
cating thess mistakes by conflating long
hourswith productivity and patriotism,

India indeed has a unique opportu-
nlt}' to shape tl\ls century, but the path

indusive
gmwlh.Cnrpurate leaders should chan-
nel their influence into creating equi-
tableworkplaces, advancing innovation,
and addressing systemic challenges
rather than resorting to rhetoric that
risks alienating the very workforce they
seek to inspire,

While in the past it was pelitical lead-
ers in Germany, Russia, or China who
goaded citizens to work hard to make
their country great, in contemporary
India corporate leaders are doing so.
Prime Minister Narendra Modl, known
for working extraordinarily long hours
and not taking any leave, is not heard
saying that he regrets not being able to
make central government employees
work on Sunday! India's first FM Jawa-

ked with build-

labour, This systemn stifles
doms, sacrifices workerwelfare, and sup-
[presses dissent — realities that starkly
contrast with India's democratic ethos,
Will these leaders accept the broader
implications of emulating China's sys-
tem, incdluding its treatment of ordinary
citizens and corporate leaders? Such
selective admiration reflects an oppor-

HE EDITOR

Gearing up for Trump 2.0

Apropos of A complex world

arder” (FE, lanuary 11), indeed, the
geopaolitical land scape is shadowed
by onflict thanks ta the wars in Ukraine
and Gaza. They impact the global
supply chain and cross-border trade.
China and the US look like they are
@earing wp to start an economic war.
The US is not appearing to be losing
its sheen as the global superpower

technological prowess. China also
stands strang with a mindset to face
Trumnp's bouncers. At this juncture of a
possible economic war between
ghobal majors, other countries have to
play second fiddle and take note,
India gains via the Ukraine war with
cheap oil from Russia, and faces
trouble on the Gaza war, as it sees the
Red Sea marine route blocked by
Yemen's Houthis, Mow, we also have
to look at withstanding Trump's tariff
and visa constraints and framing

‘happen when an airline keeps its priorities straight. with a powerful dollar and
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o Eue!ﬂermany’s militarisation.

Inthe USSR, under Stalin's Five-Year
Flans,workers faced impossible produc-
tion targets, lunf hours, and brutal

malties for failure. Labour camps
ﬁllags]lwusednulhonsafpnhhcal pns

ing independent India, did not lecture
citizens but had Robert Frost's lines on
his desk: “The woods are lovely, dark and
deep, but I have promises to keep, and
miles to go before [ dleep.”

Perhaps it's time for overworked
India Inc to take a break and

for infrastructure projects u nder the

strategies to sustain contingencies.
=R Magarajan, Sivakasi

Work or overwork?

The backlash faced by the Larsen and
Toubro CEQ s due to the fact that
those waorking in the tech sector are
already working insane houwrs, Top
dogs in the corporate sector probably
have an army of househald help and
therefore are not concerned about
keeping their homes inorder. Many
companies in the tech sector make

in part, withaut priar
e G o

ial Express®

catch up on history and literature.

their profits by arbitrage of the
working hours of their employees,
charging their overseas clients
multiple times of what they pay their
workers, The skewed demand and
equation of labour makes it
rthe employers to exphoit their
employaes, Using nationalism as a fig
leaf to justify this exploitation cannct
bbe overlooked or condaoned.
—Anthory Henrigues, Maharashtra
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Farm the climate

Agriculture needs to adapt better to climate change

he Indian farming ecosystem has seen a big
I change in recent years — the acceptance of

climate change as an imminent concern,
rather than an issue that needs to tackled in the
medium term, Policymakers, bankers, researchers,
weather experts and seed companies are of the view
that cropping technigues, patterns and technologies
must adapt rapidly.

Atthe recently concluded businessline Agri

and Commuodity summit, it was agreed that

I ‘natwral farming’ can insulave India's crops
against increasingly frequent extreme
weather events. If the Indian Council for
Agricultural Research is working on droughe
and flood resistant varieties, Nabard is
promoting new financial mechanisms such
as the Agri Fund and the Carbon Fund,
working in tandem with States and
multilateral agencies. Interms of the
delivery of climate-proofing solutions,
primary agricultural eredit societies have
been identified as important nodal
institutions, The Centre plans to expand
their role beyond giving credit, However, the
drive to set up two lakh multi-purpose
cooperatives would require the cooperation
of the States. There is growing recognition of
the patential of earning carbon credits
through climate-smart practices, although
the processes need to be firmed up, so that
genuine farmers rather than dublous
‘consultants’ and ‘experts’ with global links
benefir. Funding for such practices must be
accompanied by clearcut conditions, so that
back-end inputs too are ‘green’.

However, there are gaps in the current
thrust. India's farm research systems are
primarily geared towards inc rea sing yields
through resource-intensive hybrid varieties.
Itis not clear whether varieties that combine
stress resistance and yield improvement are
in the pipeline. More efforts should be made
to select natural varieties for their resilient
traits. A research focus on yields alone may
prove limiting in the long run as the prospect
of crop damage assumes more serious
proportions. The Prime Minister's Office has
called for reforms in the ICAR system. While
foodgrain output has increased despite
vagaries of the weather, it is better to be
prepared for eventualities,

It is also important to realise that the
impact of harsh weather on crops is
pronounced in the rainfed heartland, which
constitutes 50 per cent of the cultivated area,
as against irrigated regions. Climate proofing
policies should foeus on the unirrigared
regions in particular, Multi-cropping as well
as promotion of millets on rypleally small
patches of land can protect outpur and
incomes. Research has shown thar
monocropping in rainfed regions has
reduced returns to farmers, while exposing
them to uncertainty, There needs to be more
conceptual elarity on the entire gamut of
processes that encompass sustainable
farming, The allocation towards the PM
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana, which has
seen just over T2,000 crore being spent over
about four years, can be increased alongside
reforms in research and market linkages,

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

PRAGYA PRATISHTHA

n February 2024, the global

marerials sclence community

was stunned bya

roundbreaking achlevement

when the US-China research
ream successfully synthesised a
functional semiconductor from
graphene. This milestone promises to
revolutionise industries such as
electronics, energy storage, and medical
devices, with applications that could
reshape compuring and numerous other
rechnologieal sectors,

With irs remarkable properties —
strength, conductiviry, and flexibilivy —
graphene has emerged asa
game-changer worldwide, offering
immense possibilities for innovarion.
China has steategically positioned itself

aglobal leader in the

1, investing heavil
Infrastructure, and production, By 2021
China concrolled over 70 per cent rof
global graphene production,
mmﬂhn(in[ulgmﬁcan(l\ o the sector’s
rapid growth, As projections show the
marker rmhl;sgfﬁ 25 billion by 2031,
China's leadership s evident (Immgh its

rehensive national policies, such as

Made in China 2025", which have fuelled
qlgnlﬁcan( ad\-‘:mcmmnulngra[ﬂwno
rechnology.

However, China's dominance also
underscores the importance of securing
access tocritical resources like graphite.
For countries like India, this represents
both a challenge and an opportumicy,
particularly as demand for graphene is
growing in industries like electronics,
serospace, and energy.

INDIA'S PROGRESS
India is making strides in the field of
graphene, withagrowing number of
ingtirutiens and companies tapplng inte
its potential, At the Centre for Nano
Science and Engineering at 15¢

lore, researchers have developed a
chemical vapour deposition system that
produces various 20y materials,
including graphene. Tata Steel has slso
raken significant steps by growing
graphene from steel surfaces and
exploring its potential for plastic

ling.
irionally, [IT Roorkee-incubated
Log 9 has patented graphene-based
ultracapacitors, demonsteating irs
promise inenergy storage applications,
Crther innovative compankes like
Tirupati Graphite and Manomatrix

e
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idiacan make a mark in

-

global graphe¢ne ma

KEY STEPS. Dedicated

industrial parks, boosting R&D

funding and fostering
internz

d to the mamentum
-

Marerials ave driving growth in
gr-aphem production and antivieal

onal colla brjra;ir;ms will

However, while progress las been
notable, patent fillngs related to

. Digiral U v Kerala,
in par{mr;hlpuﬂth Tata Steel ind
C-MET, has established the India
| nnrwa(inn Centre for Graphene,
further contributing vo research and
Innovation in this field,

These efforts highlight Indla's
resence in sectors such as
automotive, electronics, consrraction,
and defence, despite ongoing challenges
like imited R&D funding and
fragmented infrasoructure.

GROWTH POTENTIAL
The Indian gmflmm: marker Is thrivin
and i O oW AT

L In India are mllhmlmd with

leading graphene innovators are key
steps. A potential collaboration with the
I\ a(mnal (.raj\hone Instituee at the

the majority of apy m
from forelgn cnmpnnles suchas
Lockheed, BASF, and PPG Industries,
along with fiew domestic institutions like
UTM and ARCI.

Asignificant achievement has been
the granting ofa pazent to }‘t".JHL Ifrlw its

.

compounds, gi:a\:dng India’s potential
for innowation In this field (Patent No
INS443200)
Despite these advancements, India's
raduction remains a fraction of global
leaders like China and Brazil. Market
o, lack of industrial

P
annual growth rate (CAGK) of 2i).1 per
cent between 2017 and 2027, This
growth is driven by the expanding
demand for gmphc:m:‘am:ms various

scalsbiliy, and skilled workforce are
challenges India must overcome If it is 1o
compete effectively on the global stage.
Momm:\:-r the IuE]\ COST-t0- 'mlnm.e ratio

could further
accelar-an:' Indla 's research capabilicies.
Addirionally, forming national forums
and a National Graphene Induscry
Alliance could also be Insrumental in
advocaring for Industry needs and
providing incentives for industries to
adopt graphene-based solutions.
Workshops and educational
iniriarives aimed at raising awareness
about the unique benefits of graphene
will play a pivotal role in spurring
d.em';ng. P " d
These iniriatives will not only
increase the production capaeity of the
industry but also create a sustainable,
gmmh-nti.enmd ecosystem around
graphene, India's advancements in
graplmne researchand dwdn{\mem

Industries, p ¥
which holds the largest marker share,
The government's [nitiatives, such as
Make in Indis and Production Linked
Incentives, have helped boost the
electronics sector, creating a solid

Foundarion fo hene's anmlicatl
F P

India is making strides
in the ficld of graphene,
with a growing number of
institutions and companies
tapping into its potential

a fomndahl.e cl:all.dmga p«:nrcm(l:ﬂlyt
leading to concentration of production
ina few global hubs, similar 1o the
sericonductor industry,

THE PATH AHEAD

India is on the cusp of an exciting
opportunity in the global graphene
wgprtoﬂ.bnfm ﬁJI'I}'RcapI(a Iﬁc!ﬂr:im
momenmum, a strategic approach ls
needed. Establishing dedicated
graphene industrial parks, boosting
R&D funding, and foster]
inzernational collaborarions with

With the right pnllcles, cnllahnrannm
and investments, India has the pﬂmmal
1o ernerge 48 a serong player in the global
graghnne marker, contributing to
nological innovation and economic
rowth,

The future isbright, and India’s
gma.cnwz involvement in this emerging
eld will be cruckal vo shaping the next

wave of technological evolution,

The writer b kssitan Director, Cenere for
Cantemporary China Shadles, Minstry of External
‘Afairs. Viewsare persanal

We must embrace frontier technologies quickly

They are catalysts for transformation, promising solutions to pressing challenges on a scale and speed hitherto unimaginable

—
Debjani Ghash

ambition to become a developed

nation by 2047 calls for
rransformative, all-encompassing
change. Incremental progress will no
longer suffice in awoeld evolving at
breakneck speed, Achigving this geal
demands exponential transformarion
across every sector of our sociery and
economy,

I amy other era, this ambition might

have been dismissed as unatrainable,
But today, we find ourselves ax the

I ndia ls ata tpping poing, Cur

like cancer and Alzheimer's, moving us
closer to affordable, personalised
medicine.

Imagine the impact of deploying such
rechnologies across India's vast
healthcare ecosystem — transforming
diagnostics, improving outcomes, an
making quality care accessible to every
cirizen, even in the most Femote areas.

CHALLENGES IN AGRICULTURE

Inagriculture, India faces twin

pressures of population growth and

climate change, which d.emal\d urgent
lom, Enter

that enables

threshold of a technological
powered by frontler technologies —an
era where innovarion is breaki
barriers and redefining the limits of
what is possible,

Frontier technologies exist at the
dynamic intersection of science and
rechnology, driving teansformarive
IIMpacts aeross secTors Ln ways
previcusly unimaginable, Consider the
example of the 2024 Nobel Prize in

Ch y. Awarded for ad
powcmdm artificial intelligence (AL}, it

hermg, ammlu(lonary

plants to inherit 100 per cent of thelr
rents' genetic material —without ary
DN, -\edmng. nm innovation boosts

INNOVATION. Getting 2 boost from Al

driving both economic growth and
environmental resilience.

interests are priovitised.

Maximise economic |
Frontier tech could cnn(rlhum Irllllnns
1o global GDP. Ifwe act now, we can
caprure asignificant share of this value,

Address risks proactively:
Technologies like Al and quantum
computing carry risks — from job
displacement to narional security
threats. Acting early allows us to build
robust frameworks thar mitigate these
risks. We must lead with a framework
that is safe, Inclusive, and responsible —
ome that balances opportunity with
eaurlon. And thar'sthe main agenda of
the NITIs Frontier Tech hub,

Crur goal Is to parcner with experts

These technologies peom

d "\ academia and

to humanity's most pee
- cllmam change, food ﬂmmg« and

= limate-resillent
vaﬂancs,ad.dmnmgfmdqmurlq
challenges head-on,

Sealing such rechnologles could
position India as the food basket to the
world, achieving self-sufficiency while
leading the charge in sustainable
agriculture. India's mmwa‘hleemrgy
:lm'hlrlnns are eqnel]} bold, Fi mmwr

Itheare delivery.

However, the rise of these
technologies brings with ir profound
ethical and regulatory challenges. From
potential misuse to the disraption of
exisring systems, the risks are real and
must not be ignored.

To harness the full pozentlal of
frontier rechnologies, India must act

how Al are

f

the landscape ofinnovarion,

The Nobel was given to the founders of
AlphaFold, an Al tool that solved the
structure of over 200 million proteins in
a single year — a feat that would have
raken humaniry billions of years using
rradirional methods,

This groundbreaking achlevement is
fast-tracking drug discovery for diseases

Imdscapo wu(lnlw mmgra(mnohniar
wind,and green |

de cigl d early. By spotring these
trends early, nndors(andrl’:; thelr

chargo Green hydrogen, forcmmplﬁ s
already decarbonising industries such as
ateel and shipping while providinga
robust energy storage solution.

As India accelerares production, it
arands on the cusp of becoming a global
hubs for renewable energy innovation,

and proactively shaping
their development, we can ensure these
technologies work for us—not againat
us. Early adoption of frontier
technologies allows us ro:

Sillape standn.rdn and markers:
Leadingi Ing

1 India's
madmm Fnr Innevation and adoption of
frontier techmologies.

The road to 2047 begins today. By
20135, the midpolnt in our journey,
must have a clear vislon for how frontier
technologies will shape eritical sectors.
This requires;

Investing in R&ED: India's current
Rl spendqq just 0.7 per cent of GDP —
far below global benchmarks,

Building partnerships:
Collaborating with industry, academia,
and global leaders to foster a thriving
innovation ecosystem,

Creating ethical framewarks;
Establishing policies that ensure
technologies are used responsibly and
inclusively.

global srandards, wlalclmnqumq Indian

The wricer ks Distinguished Fellow, M Aayog

& BELOW THE LINE

How long can you stare at y J'ow'

The politics of promisas

A the Delhi assembly el ections draw
near, palitical parties are shawering
voters with grand promises. The

- y

welfare and job creation. With
Freebies taking centrestage, the
question remains: Are these
mustainable schatians o just pre-pell
carrots?

Deki'svaters must weigh handouts
against lang term governance. Wil

FRUntiet, inniting everyane to taur
the CA's bungalow to debunk
“gelden toile" myths,

He didrt stap there, he wants the
doars of Bajahal {oficil residence
af the FM) to be open far public
scruting:

90-hour pitch. His reasaning? “*How
lang can you stare at your wife?"
‘Work hard, sure, but remember: life

student pelitics is the need of the
hour®
“_Government means the

s nat just
work.
Ard scrnetimes, a littie extra
“staring at your loved coes might

of the appositianand
rulingparty with a strengthaf 115
MLAs_The rale of the oppasition is
o poire out the shartcomings in the
gavernmens. However, we are losing
the spirit of democracy” he sid
Camimnist party and 8.7 legidataes

promises win aver performance? The gloves are off,ar F just beth kyou need,

Cniby time — and the balat box burgalows is heating up. Whao wins? Thrust on ideclogy

will tell, Delhiites wil decide. Tec:n-g.ma Chief Minister 4 kevanth

The battle of I hile, the taspayer might just ds. At the

Thevar ofwords between ABFand  sigh, “Noz again!® release offormer Gavemar CH

B just gat an cpulens twist! Afer Workaholic woes idhyasagar Rao's back, INIKA, he

beingevicted fram : ez slocked s, Lack of idealagyin polics i
al — dubbed so farits ina bizarr doeachather  the far

tyha
#8500 marnthly “Yuva Udaan Yojana'

alleged extravagare makecver

in redefining “dedication”. Narayana

party defections, Leaders are

when the nding patyand appaattion
Incked harms on same issues in the
assembly, he saicl, adding, "My
pavernment s displaying demacratic
spiri. Nat asingle irstance of

for unemgloyed youth, appealingtn Deli CM Atishi hit back, accusing the  Murthy's 70-hour wark-week changing parties for posts, Students expelling i fram
acrucial demsgraphic. Mearhie, B afvendetta poli HE® barely digested when partyideciogy hie assembly was reported i
Boss on weekends?!” —— AP and BUP have their own mixaf ‘While P beaclers call it a PR ssunt, LT Chairman S Sl y | i 13manthe"
— ' schemes, focused on womer's AfFs Sanjay Singhthrewdownthe  decided toupthe antewith a forever, ﬁm\«alJud:_lugl_u OurBureaus
Pubilished by Mirmala Lakshman aad Primied by Praseen Somesisar at HT Media Lid. Plat Na 8, Udyeg Vinar, Greater Noids Ditt Gastam Budh Nagar, UP. 21304, an behalf of THO PUBLIS HING PYT. LTI Chennal SM002. Editer: Baghurr Act). 5N 14T] - 750
C¥ H-H WD-KDE
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TELANGANA

(Clockwise from left) Ra) Gonds of Marlaval, a tribal village in Jainoor mandal of Tel

's Kumsam Bheem

bad district; the grand "

di dance maestro late Kanaka Raju beating a traditional drum at his house in Marlaval village; Kanaka Venkatesh, o third generation

teacher from a Fa) Gond family, showing an exhibit at the phato gallery in the remaote hambet; {below) A tribal man sts by the busts of Austrian anthropaloglst couple Christaph von Furer-Haimendarf and Ellzabeth in Marlaval, 2 siois

An enduring legacy of
empowerment and change

An Austrian anthropologist couple’s deep bond with the Adivasis of a remote tribal village of Telangana, and
their groundbreaking work in anthropology catalysed transformative changes, from literacy programmes o

land rights advocacy. Their immersive work not only preserved the Raj Gond community
sparked progress that continues to uplift future generations, reports 1.

Telangana's Kumram Bheem Asifabiad
district, a commemorative arch read-
ing ‘Adivasula Aathmabandhuva Haimendorf
Betty Elizabeth' stands like a sentinel. At first
glance, it might seem like an ordinary weloome,
bat it conceals the fascing Ilng tale u‘fan unl]lw:ly

t the entrance of Marlavai, a village
A nestled deep in the tribal heartland of

Austrian anthropologist whu made this land his
haome.

Tuwked away at the forest™s edge, Marlavai was
once a nondescript tribal village, located about
300 kilometres from the State capital Hydera-
bad. Life here followed a rhythm as old as the
hills — simple, quiet, and steeped in the traditions
of the Raj Gond tribe. That changed in the 1940s,
during the reign of the Nizam, when Christoph
vaort Furer-Haimendorf and his wife Elizabeth ar-
rived here, Drawn by their passion for anthropal-
ogy, the couple lived in a modest mud-walled,
thatched-roof home, immersing themselves in
the communitys way of life for two years,

Visitors to this tranquil hamlet are drawn to
the memorial that houses the tombs of Haimen:
dorf and Elizabeth, lying side by side. Nearby, a
photo gallery stands in their honour, offering
glimpses into the lives of the couple who made
Marlwvai their second home.

Haimendors legacy continues to lhve through
his pioneering contribution to promote literacy
among the aboriginal people as an instrument of
transformative change among the indigenous Raj
Gond community. His deep commitment to their
welfare earned him the title of ‘Athma Bandhuv'
— a soul friend, a revered figure whose influence
is pal pable even decades later,

A deep bond

His landmark tribal welfare initiatives were far
ahead of their time. Through met
studies conducted along with his
in the 19405, Haimendorf identified the socio-
economic challenges faced by the Raj Gonds un-
der the Nizam's rule in the erstwhile united Adi-
labad district. Their work went beyond academic
interest, debving into actionable solutions to
uplift the community, securing the couple a un-
igque place in the hearts of Marlavai's people.

It leaves one to ponder: what drew this
learned couple, hailing from privileged back-
grounds in Austria, to a remote tribal willage
thousands of miles away? What made them nat
only embrace Marlavai as their second home but
alsor choose its soil as their eternal resting place?

“It is the warmth of the Raj Gonds and the stra-
tegic location of Marlavai in the geographical
centre of the erstwhile Adilabad district that
made them reside in Marlavai in the 1940s," says
Thodsam Chandu, the first doctor from the Raj
Gond tribe in the State and a former District Med-
ical and Health Officer of Adilabad.

He says he was in class V1 when he first met
Haimendorf in Tiryani, a village in Kumram
Bheem Asifabad, in 1976, "He encouraged me to
pursue higher education. 1 had the rare oppor
tunity of meeting him later while pursiing an
MEES course in Hyderabad during the 1980s," he
reminisces.

In 2012, Dr. Chandu witnessed a poignant me-
ment when Hatmendorf's family arrived in Mar-
lavai to enshrine his ashes alongside his wife Eli
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's heritage but also

sridhar

zabeth's in the village they had cherished.
Reflecting on this, he describes the couple’s pro-
found connection to Marlavai as a transformative
chapter for the tribal communities of the erst-
while composite Adilabad district.
Haimendorf's contributions were monumen-

tal. His painstaking research led to the establish-
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ment of Teacher Training Centres in Marlavai
and Ginnedhari villages under the 'Gond Educa-
tion Scheme’s, an initiative that empowered Adi-
vasi youth through education.

He also championed land rights for tribal fa-
milies, facilitating the redistribution of nearly
1L,B0000 acres of forest land - a lifeline for
countless families. Remarkably, Haimendorf
achieved fluency in the Gondi language, while El-
izabeth, fondly referred to as Jangu Bai by local
Adivasi women, became a beloved figure among
the commutity.

Kanaka Tukaram, son of the late Gussadi
dance maestro Kanaka Raju, gestures toward the
sprawling banyan tree near the Government Ashe
ram High School in Marlavai. "This is where Hai-
mendorf once held court,” he says, recalling the
days when Adivasis from distant villages gath-
ered under its shade to comverse with the anthro-
palogist. The tree, like the village itself, stands as
a silent witness to an extraordinary relationship
that bridged continents, cultures, and centuries,

"My son, Yadav Rao, is determined to carry
forward the cultural legacy of his grandfather in
preserving the iconic Gussadi dance for posteri-
ty,” Kanaka Tukaram declares with pride.

The photo gallery set up in memory of the fa-
mous ethnographer in the wlldgc has a rich col-
lection of pictures depicting the milestones of his
extraordinary journey through the tribal hear-
tlands and capture his efforts to understand and

uplift the Gonds, from 1942 to 1944,

“The names of Haimendorf and Elizabeth will
forever remain etched in our hearts” says Kana-
ka Venkatesh, a third-generation teacher from a
Raj Gond family.

Shaping the futire

For Venkatesh, the connection to Haimendorf's
legacy is personal. His grandfather, Kanaka Han-
i master, was among the first teachers trained
at the teachers’ training centre established by
Haimendorf in 1942, Inspired by that, Venkatesh
and his family have continued the tradition of
teaching. His father, Sone Rao, and sister, Am-
radhi, are educators too,

Haimendart facilitated tribal darbores at Kesla-
pur and Jodeghat, providing a platform for Adiva-
sis to voice their grievances directly, explains
M.Lingu, general secretary of the Haimendorf
Youth Association in Marlavai, “That paved the
way for the concept of bringing governance to
the doorsteps of people.”

Haimendort's assignment to conduct an inten-
sive field study of Adilabad's tribal region was pi-

votal, It came at a

time when unrest

” among  Adivasis
was at its peak fol-
| lowing the martyr
It is the warmth of the dom of Kumram
Raj Gonds and the Bheem, the legen-
strategic location of dary tribal leader
Marlavalin the :’dh‘-‘ _f"[-'%:“ t:
geographical centre of vasi Fghts wi
the erstwhile Adilabad ?ﬂl! r:':’::f;:g 'u’ [
district that made the ,m,'rf» ?"n;m rfn._
couple reside here in est, and land) in
the 19405, September 1940,

The Nizam's re
gime, eager to un-
derstand and quell
the  discontent,
soiight Haimendorf's expertise, says an elderly
villager from Marlavai, requesting anomymity.

In recognition of his efforts, Haimendorf was
appointed adviser to the Nizam's Government for
Tribes and Backward Classes. The role helped
him sensitise authorities to the land issues plagu-
ing Adivasis and push for solutions. His initiative
resilted in the allotment of title deeds to thou-
sands of tribal families, providing a semblance of
security and mitigating longstanding land dis-
plites to a significant extent.

Despite these strides, challenges persist.
“There's still a bomg way to go,” the elderly villager

THODSAM CHANDU,
First doctor from the i) Gond eribe
In Telangana

remiarks, adding that Adivasis need better access
to higher education, protection from exploitation
by non-aboriginal people, and stronger safe-
guards for their interests,

The ashes of Haimendorf, who passed away in
London in 1995, were ceremoniously enshrined
beside the tomb of his wife Elizabeth in Marlavai
in 2012, in adherence to the customs of the Raj
Gond tribe.

Such was his bond with the village that he
named his son Nicholas after Athram Lachu Fa-
tel, the village headman at the time, recalls Patel's
grandson, Attam Bhagwantha Rao, quoting the
village elders.

Sitting in his modest mud-walled home in Mar-
lavad, Athram reminisces about how the legen-
dary Gussadi dance master, Kanaka Raju, often
spoke of the renowned anthropologist's deep af
fection for their village.

Haimendor’s book titled "The Raj Gonds of
Adilabad - A Peasant Culture of Deccan’ chroni:
cles his immersive research work on tribal cul- +
ture, customs, myths, economy and the socio-
economic conditions of the aboriginal people, re-
marks Manohar, a teacher working in a tribal
welfare educational institution in Utnoor (Adila:
bad district).

His ethnographic monographs provide
jeulous account of tribal customs, tradit
practices, marriage rituals, and funeral rites, of-
fering a valwable window into Adivasi culture,

Gaps persist despite efforts

However, a large chunk of the Adivasi population
in Adilabad's tribal heartland continues to be de-
prived of access to higher education, notes Purka
Bapu Rao, district president of the Adivasi Halk-
Jula Porata Samiti (Tucdum Debba)

Bapu Rao laments the lack of a university in
the tribal-dominated district and the defunct
state of the Teacher Training Centre {TTC) in Ut
noor. Access to technical and higher education
for aboriginal people holds the key to empower-
ing them and enabling them to defend their
rights, he emphasises,

“The real tribute to Haimendorf would be to
set up TTCs and Vocational Skill Development
Training Centres among other institutes of higher
learning in the Agency areas.” he opines, under-
scoring the urgent need for educational infras-
trueture to honour the anthropobogist's enduring
contributions.

Declining minor forest produce has cast a sha-
dow on the livelihoods of Adivasis, forcing them
to rely on rain-fed agriculture and tenant farming
for sustenance,

Resolving the long-pending podu (shifting cul-
tivation)} land issues and granting title deeds to
eligible Adivasi farmers under the Recognition of
Forest Rights (RoFR) Act is crucial, the Adivasi
leader points out,

He underscores the need for strict enforce-
ment of laws such as the Land Transfer Regula:
tion Act 1of 1970 to curb the unchecked influx of
non-tribals and prevent tribal land alienation.

The Government Ashram High School in Mar-
lavai, with a student strength of 253, is a beacon
of education for tribal children. A digital library is
alser being set up near the school, says Srinivas,
Assistant Tribal Development Officer at the Inte-
grated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA) in
Jainoor.

The ITDA operates 133 Ashram Schools across
the erstwhile undivided Adilabad district, ad-
dressing the educational needs of tribal children
in Kumram Bheem Asifabad, Adilabad, Nirmal,
and Mancherial districts.

A host of events, including cultural competi-
tions in Gussadi dance and other tribal art forms,
along with a blood donation camp, have been
lined up to commemaorate the 38th death anni-
versary of Elizabeth this weekend, in Marlavai.

Elizabeth, also a renowned ethnographer,
died on January 11, 1987, in Hyderabad while Hai-
mendorf passed away in London on June 1, 1995,

The couple’s groundbreaking research and re-
lentless efforts tw preserve tribal culture and her
itage have left an indelible legacy among tribal
communities across South Asia, points out a vil-

lage elder.
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ing in the courtyard of their home near the

ancient Bokneshwar Mahadev temple in

Tarpura village, Pithampur town of Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Dhar district, The Pur family
members have been priests at the temple for gen-
erations, There's o discussion about the town’s
tense atmosphere, and the matriarch asks if she
and her family of ae least 15 will die. Their home
is opposite an industrial waste-treatment plant,

On January 3, the usually peaceful town of
Pithamipur, abetit 35 km from Madbya Pradesh’s
financial capital Indore, erupted in protest, Peo-
ple across genders and ages were out on the
streets of what is one of the largest industrial
areas in the State, As the day progressed, two pe-
ople atempted seli-mmalation, The nest day, an
angry group of protesters pelted stones and tried
tormarch to the waste-treatment plant,

It i rwowr @ few clays past the protests and life in
the densely-populated town has resumed its reg:
ular pace, with markets open, roads full of traffic
and trucks honking, However, in Tarpurea village,
located on a pahadi (hill) on Plthampur's out
skirts, the number of security personnel grows
larger closer to the plant.

The people's anger s directed towards the
Madhya Peadesh government's plan to dispose
458 tonnes of toxic chembcal waste at the Pitham-
pur Industrial Waste Management Private Limit-
ed, owned by the Rambky Group. The waste was
generated from a disaster 40 years ago.

In the early winter of 1984, on the intervening
night of December 2 and 3, M.IVs capital Bhopal
woke up to a nightmare. The toxic gas, methyl
{socyanate (MIC), leaked from the Union Carbide
Inndia Limdted (UCIL) factory, killing thousands,
The health impact is still felt among those who
live here. The waste had been lying at the now-
abandoned fctory in Bhopal for four decades.

While small protests in the industrial town, as
well as in Indore, had been going on since the
shifting of waste gained steam around the end of
December 2024, the anxiety grow, bursting into
protests against the disposal there. On the morn-
i of January 2, 12 trucks carried spill-and-leake
free containers loaded with the waste to the facil
ity in Pithampur,

While the Central Government estimates,
based on a report by the Officer of the Welfare
Commissioner, Bhopal Gas Victims, say that
5,478 people have died due to the disaster as of
2002, several non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and activists have cladmed that the num-
bers surpass 15,000, Government estimates also
show that while thousands suffered physical dis-
abilities in the aftermath of the accident, it has al-
s0 had health implications on more than 5 lakh
people over the decades,

The worry and the trauma that Bhopal has
been living with has travelled to Pithampur, Fear,
fuelled by fake news has made people anxious
about anather disaster, The refrain is; we will not
let Bhopal's waste be burni in Mtham pur,

l '8 elase to sundown and a family is gather-

Waste on the wiry

Froan thelr terrace, Vijay Purd, 24, the matriarch’s
wrandson, and other family members point at the
plant and to the police barricades outside. He
refterates his grandmothers concern: “Why has
the government brought Bhopal's waste here?”
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12 truchs loaded with toalc waste from the Wnban Carbide factery pareed inside Ramby Group's PIthampur industrial Waste Management facility, am sasugu

Bhopal’s 40-year-old past is
Pithampur’s paranoid future

On the morning of January 2, 12 trucks arrived in Pithampur industdal iown near Indove, carrying 358 tonnes of toxic waste from the 1984 Bhopal gas
tragedy. Mehul Malpani reports on how people in the town, allegedly already living with ecological problems, are protesting against the waste disposal

He and his family draw attention to a statement
by Madhya Pradesh Chied Minister Mohan Yaday
after the waste reached the town on January 2,
“He clatmed that the tosdcity of the waste lasts 25
years, so now it is not haremful, 10 is not hamme
ful, why can't they just burn it in Bhopal? What
wis the need to bring it here with so much secur-
ity and theatrics?” Vijay asks,

The waste was packed and losded into the
containers by over 100 specially-trained workers
who did 30-45 minute shifts o avoid long expo-
stires. On the night of January 1, the trucks left
the Union Carbide pre s with a heavy securi
ty cavaleade via a 250-km green traffic corridor.

The government's actions hive come after the
Macdhya Pradesh High Court, hearing a 20-year-
ol ense seelkdng the dispesal of the waste, pulled
up the State authorities in a December 3, 2024,
arder, 1t directed them to take action within four
weeks, to remove and dispese of the waste that
had been in the factory.

Due o the public outery following the move
ment of the waste, the State Governiment filed an
affidavit before the HC, seeking six weeks’ time
to instil confidence in people. On January 6, the
court gave the government the tme, also direct-
g the media not to publish “any Fike news",

Questions and answers

People in Tarpura and nearby villages have many
qquestions, including whether the waste disposal
will be done safely. Swatantea Kumar Singh, di-
mector of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief and Rehe
abilitatbon Department, says it will be incnerat-
wdd it 1,200 degrees Celsius, “A batch of 90 kg will
e incinerated, after which the wodcity feedback
rate will be examined, If it is within limits, the
winste will be incinerated in batches of 270 kg and
will take about three months. Otherwise the pro-
cess will be slowed, and may take up to nine
months,” he siys,

It will be supervised by the Central Pollution
Comtrol Board (CPCE) and the Madhya Pradesh
Pollution Control Board (MPPCE). The smoke,
Swatanten says, will be released into the alr
through a four-layer Aleration system and the re

siclue, expected to be dround 900 tonmes, will be
fully covered with a two-layer membrane and bu-
v uncler a landfill site,

The g nit has also i a Su
preme Court-directed trial in 2005 in which 10
tomnes of the same waste from the UCIL factory
wais incinerated at the treatment plant, It was af*
ter this trial and submission of a success report
thit the SC had firse issued directions for the in-
cineration of the rematning waste at Pithampur.,

The people in Pithampur are not comvinced.
“What will happen if even 10% of what happened
in Bhopal happens here? Our children will die in
1015 years,” says Lakshmi Sahu, 28, who runs a
tea shop opposite the Pithampur bus stand, the
epicentre of the January 3 protests, Residents of
Suggar chiserict, Lakshumi and her husband, who is
a vegetable vendor, moved to Pithampur about
eight years ago for work and are now raising their
two children here, "1t's not easy for us o keep
our shops shut for two days but we did that dur
ing the protests to save our children’s future,” she
siys, a8 her five-year-old daughter plays,

Vijuy shows an okl well near the Bokneshwar
Mahadev temple, now covered with a grill, Sever-
al people in the village say that the well was a ma-
Jor source of water for them before the authori
ties covered it after the 2005 trial disposal of the
itonne UCIL waste, "During the monsoon,
when the water pours onto the landfill sites, a
foul srell also spreads in the locality,” Vijay says.

ter ot

Rumours are rife

The government and the police blame misinfor-
mation, and say that people are being paranoid.
Dhar Superintendent of Police Manoj Kumar
Singh says that the situation in the area is now
peaceful and that various departments, incuding
the police, are working to dispel misinformation,
Seven cases have been filed in connection with
the protests, and the 5P says they are checking
surveillance footage o identify miscreants.

The stone-pelting at the treatment facility on
Jamuary 4 morning was also a result of a rumour
that spread in the area, an officer siys, A social
medin message claimed that one of the trucks

parked within fts premises had disappeared, dis-
posal of waste had begun, and some workers in-
sidhe the plant had fainted.

The police have arrested three men in connee-
tion with the rumour and the district authorities
have issued several messages regarding the waste
disposal process, Dhar Additional 5P Indrajeet
Bakalwar says that the public were pacified only
after community representatives and activists
were taken inside the factory to see that all 12
trucks were sealed.

I Tarpiira village, Ram Prasad, 38, o vegetable
vendor says that ever since the waste arrived
there, several people from the village would
climb onio thelr rooltops and count the tracks,
Social media is rife with ‘content creation’. An In-
stagram video shows a girl telling her mother to
pack an oxygen eylinder before golng to Pitham-
pur because "there will be no oxygen there due
1o the burming of wosdc waste”,

The fear around the disposal of the waste has
caused panic among migrant workers o, Inder
Sharma, a labour contractor from Bihars Khaga-
i district, says tht nearly 70-80 workers be had
brought have left for their hametowns.

Decades-long mistrust

In 2008, 40 kg of Union Carbide's tode waste wis
transported to Pthampur in the dead of night,
during a curfew in Indore, This had caused prot-
ests it the time, Since the early 20108, the people
of Pithampur have been opposing the plans to
burn the waste in thedr town, three years after the
Gujarat government refused to allow incineratbon
ata facility in Ankleshwar, The current task of dis-
posal has been handed to the Ramky Group's
plant for 26 crore,

Behind the anger and fear of Bhopal's waste s
alse the seepticism of the " Rambky factory” as it s
knovwn locally, Apart from Tarpura, various vil-
lages or localities — such as Dhannad, Chirakhan,
Akoliya, Bardarl, and Silotiya - loeated around
the plant, claim they hive been adversely impact-
ed by it. Residents allege that the residue of the
inchistrial waste at landfll sites and two drains
fram the factory have contaminated local water
bodies and the groundwater.

Rajesh Bharlya, 36, a farmer in Tarpura, says
that even borewells are not used to water the
erops in the village and that farmers rely anly on
dew for molsture in the winter crops, “The
wroundwater is red, almost like petrol. 1 you use
it i erops, your current erop will go bad and it
will also affect the yield of the mext crop,” he says,

He points to the chickpea field where his
mother, Sarju Bal, 70, is working: "You ean see
thee size of the plants, They are much smaller than
usueil, because of the lack of water,” he says.

His mother intervenes to talk about a well in
the valley behind her fields. “We used to drink
water from it until six to eight years ago. Now
look at its condition,” she says, The well has a
layer of foam on its surface. A drain from the
it fows bess than 5 m sway, Same 100 m furth-
e into the valley, a larger drain flows,

In Chirakhun village, which falls under Indore
distriet, a group of men have gathered under a
tree at the panchayat office. Here, they don't
have regular drinking water, the supply of which
goes o other villages nearby, Manieam Patel, 72,
sty “You will see black spots or some kind of in-
feetion on the skin of most people in the village,
Sometimes when we are forced to drink water
from borewells, we immediately get mouth
ileers.”

Dhar district's Chief Medical and Health officer
Dir. Rakesh Shinde, however, says, “To check the
claims of increase in diseases, we are conducting
doorto-door surveys in the eight villages near the
aeility. We have so far found nine cases of oral
cancer but there is no evidence that suggests a
link with the waste disposal {at Ramky factory).”
Hee aeleds that cises of skin diseases have also not
been found in staggering numbers.

Sriniwas Dwivedi, MPPCE's regional officer in
Indore, who also has charge of Dhar, dendes the
claims of water contamination and says, "Water
samples are collected from tubewells in Tarpura
village every three months and there is no con-
tamination” However, he says they are yet o
check the Bokneshwar temple well,

Keeping the fire burning
While various government o ments are
working to win the public's trist, activists are try-
ing o ensure that the intensity of the public out-
rage does not dip untl the next hearing in the
High Court on February 18,

Rajesh Choudhary, a lawyer and activise,
whaose intervention peiithon was accepted by the
HE during the January 6 hearing, is now gather-
iy docurments related to the case.

“The consequences of this disposal may not be
visible immediately, but over the years there may
b lealeages from the buried residue during the
ratins, I that happens, it is godng o pollate the
groundwater,” he says, claiming that some of the
dratris from the treatment plant and industries
fall into two water bodies ~ the Kishanpura lake
and Yashwant Sugar reservoir = both of which are
in Indore distriet and are major sources of water
in the area.

Back in Bhopal, which has been a battle
round for all issues related to the 1984 gas trage-
dy, activists extend their support to the protes-
ters in Pithampur and refterate their demand that
the waste be disposed of by the Dow Chemical
Company, a United States-based chemicals ma-
nufacturer which sequired UCIL in 2001,

“We don't want any other place to suffer like
Bhopal has,” says says Rashida Bee, a survivor of
the tragedy, who runs the Bhopal Gas Peedit Ma-
hila Stationery Karamchari Sangh, an organisa-
tion working for the survivors,

Activists accuse the government of “fooling™
people by taking out the 358t0nne toxic waste,
Thiey siy the "real waste" s buried underground.
Rachna Dhingra of the Bhopal Group for Infor-
mathon and Action, an NGO, says that with each
monsoon, the toxle contents of the waste burled
underground and near a pond close to the UCIL
factory is further spreading and contaminating
wirter in a larger area,
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THE CHAINS OF
DEPRIVATION

The feeling of deprivation dominates most of us, keaving manmy
of us caught in an endless cycle of unfulfilled desires

AT KLUMAR BISHNOI

'eeling of deprivation dominates life, one should not be surprised
th this statement and this applies to all of us with some excep-

fions. You have guessed it. These fortunate souls are devotees
of God. Let me substantiate what | have stated.
Do you agree that we have many unfilled desires; all of us have? Some
of these are deep desires; those remain unfulfilled throughout our ives.
The first one is to have plenty of money. What is plenty? Yes, it varies
from person to person, but don't we change the quanium? | have done
it throughout my life. What | had hoped for when | was a child has
been exceeded many times over, but | still feel that more is what wil
really please me. By the way, | am one of those forfunate souls, whose
needs have always been fulfilled, barring a few shorf spans. An exireme
example is that of having a cycle and desiring a scooter. Once that
is obtained, a car will be nice to have. This goes on till one pets to
desire a privale jet.
Then, come sexual feelings. From childhood, these feelings are never
far away from our thoughts. And these are fanned by what we are
exposed to by ads and what we choose to associate with like going
on intermet. Even children do so and giggle with friends. One may ques-
tion why this feeling is so widespread. Because the creation can only
be sustained by procreation. Even Lord Krishna has allowed this activ-
ity when He stated in the Bhagavad-Geeta, *| am passion in beings,
according to religious principles,” (7.11) But what human beings do
not even animals do, i.e. make s&x an overpowering urge. Even mar-
riage does not satisfy it, thowgh one feels in childhood that it would.
Because sexual acts have a purpose, and cannot be made a burning
desire.

The third enemy of us human beings are fearful thoughts. The under-
lying reason is our being small, very small in the overall context. We
are: also mostly ignorant, i.e., do not know what is good for us. Our
intelligence is mostly flawed. There is spiritual intelligence, which is
what the Bhagavad-Gesta is all about. Don't we avoid reading it?
Because it will expose how litile we know. This feeling of safety can
only come from God, because only He can ensure it. Unfortunately,
most of us avoid taking shelter of God, even though we know about
Him.
Why don't we? Whatever we may say we really don't have much faith
in God. Most of us feel that God is superior fo us but not someone
we must take shelter of, though God is everything. (7.19) Then, spir-
itual practices are considered utierdy boring. Do we feel that they should
be enjoyable like watching television? They are “tapa’ (austerities),
as they should be. Owr deeply embedded emofions like graed, lust
and enviousness would not let us take shelter of God. The feeling that
WE Can manage on our own also defeals us, even though we keep
failing repeatedly in whatever we wish to achieve.
But everyone is not unintelligent. Many do take shelter of God and
would never have second thoughts. lsn't this proof enough that they
must be getfing rewarded. Yes, God begins to guide and help them.
One would know what is really desirable like peace, not unlimited sense
enjoyment. God is so kind that He provides what we really need and
He protects what is worth profecting. (9.22) God only can extricate
us from our suffering caused by our past impious acts. (18.58) The
list goes on, but one will only experience them if one gets started.
(The writer is & spintual teacher, wiews are persomal)
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Vivekananda: A vision
for an inclusive world

As we celebrate Swami Vivekananda’s birth anniversary, it is crucial to revisit his
teachings, not just as historical artefacts but as living ideas relevant for today

AMAL CHANDRA

wami Vivekananda, born
Narendranath Datta on January
12, 1863, is one of Indias most
remarkable spiritual leaders and
thinkers. HisII:jrlh anniversary is
more than a mere accasion to honour his
memory; it is an invitation to reflect on
his profound legacy and the enduring rel-
evance of his ideas. While his role in revi-
talising Hinduism and introducing Indian
philosophy to the Western world is well-
documented, some asp of
Vivekananda’s thought remain less
explored yet deeply significant. In a
world grappling with numerous social,
ethical, and philosophical challenges,
his teachings serve as a quintessential
guide.
Vivekananda was much more than a spir-
itual icom; he was a pragmatic philosopher
who firmly believed in the application of
spiritual principles to practical life. His
ssertion that ‘service to humans
vice to God' exemnplifies his view that
mlu:llln should be lived, not merely
lﬁu_onsul He encouraged people to
emphasising that
n the form of
and action,

engage in social serv
true religion mani
compassion, kindn,
This perspective feels especially resonant
in our modern times, where there is often
a disconnection between spiritual prac-
tices and real-world iss ‘ivekananda’s
554 a call to integrate spirituality
deJ y life, wrging individuals to act
mth prnlm :un? res ponsibility toward
others.
One of the most forward-thinking aspects
of Vivekananda's philosophy was his
vision of education. He was deeply crit-
ical of the colonial education system,
which he believed produced clerks rather
than thin. and visionaries. For
Vivekananda, education was not merely
about accumulating knowledge but about
developing the whole person—intellectu-
ally, morally and spiritually. He empha-
sized the need for self-reliance and char-
acter-building, which he saw as the true
objectives of education. In today's educa-

tional discourse, which increas-
ingly values holistic development
and  critical  thinking,
Vivekananda's ideas are striking-
ly prescient. His aplf‘rcn._ll
encourages educators and policy-
makers to think beyond con
tional curricula, fostering en
ronments that nurture creativity,
cthics, and personal growth, Ata
time when women's rights were
ely restricted, he advocated
eir education and empow-
erment, highlighting the signifi-
cant role women could play in
shaping society.
He often drew from India's spir-
itual heritage, pointing to histor-
ical examples of women who had
achieved great intellectual and
spiritual heights. In a world that
continues to struggle with gender
V| lz.m.zn ision
reminder of the
importance of creating opportu-
nities for all, irrespective of gen-
der. His thoughts encourage us to
work towards dismantling barri-
ers and fostering a society where
eryone can achieve their poten-

HE WAS A
PATRIOT WHO
DEEPLY LOVED
INDIA,

YET HIS
NATIONALISM
WAS
INCLUSIVE,
ROOTED IN THE
CULTURAL
AND
SPIRITUAL
WEALTH

OF THE

NATION
RATHER

THAN IN
AGGRESSION
0OR EXCLUSION

Vivekananda’s thought was his
balanced approach to nationalism
and internationalism,

He was a patriot who deeply loved
India, yet his nationalism was
inclusive, rooted in the cultural
and spiritual wealth of the nation
rather than in aggression or
exclusion.

His famous speech at the
Parliament of the World's
Religions in (Zhica‘go in 1893
exemplified his beliefin the unity
of humanity, In his view, true
patriotism did not mean hostili
ty toward others but an appreci-
ation of one's culture while
respecting and learning from
others. This approach is particu-

tial. Another fascinating aspect of

larly relevant today, as we navigate
the complexities of national pride
in a globalised world.
\u:\LL.m:md.zs inclusive national-
ism provides a framework for fos-
tering pride in one’s heritage
while promoting global solidari-
ty. Less commonly discussed, yet
equally significant, is

Vivekananda's respect for sci-
Unlike

ence and rational inqui
many of his contemporaries
saw religion and science as oppo-
sitional forces, Vivekananda
believed they could complement
cach other. He encouraged the
cultivation of a scientific vemper,
advocating for a worldview that
embraced both rationality and
spirituality.

His open-mindedness toward sci-
entific discoveries and his belief
in the power of reason present a
balanced perspective that is
incredibly relevant in today's age
of rapid technological advance-
ment. Vivekananda's stance
reminds us that faith and reason
need not be in conflict but can
coalesce to enrich our under-
standing of the world.
Vivekananda was also a pioneer
of interfaith dialogue, advocating
for the respect and understand-
ing of all religious traditions. He
saw the diversity of faiths not as
a barrier but as a testament to the
multifaceted nature of truth. His
inclusive attitude towards differ-
ons stands as a powerful
counter to the sectarian violence
and religious intolerance that
plague many socicties today.
Vivekanandas vision of inter-
faith harmeny reminds us of the
need for empathy and respect in
a world aften divided along reli-
gious lines.

His approach encourages us to
find common ground and to cel-

ebrate the richness that diverse
spiritual traditions bring to
humanity. The legacy of Swami
Vivekananda is multifaceted.
He was a monk, a philosopher, a
nationalist, and a reformer, whose
ideas continue to inspire millions
worldwide, His teachings invite us
to reflect on our personal and col-
lective responsibilities, urging us
to work towards a world that is
more just, compassionate, and
inclusive. Vivekananda's empha-
sis on the practical application of
spiritual principles, disagreement
with the imposition of vegetari-
anism, .ul\uca.:y for education
that nurtures the whole person,
progr e views on gender,
inclusive nationalism, and ru‘pcct
for both science and interfaith
dialogue, all remain remarkably
relevant,
His wision offers solutions to
many of the challenges we face
today, from educational reforms
to gender equality, from reli-
gious harmony to ethical livin,
As we celebrate his birth anniver-
sary, it is crucial to revisit Swami
Vivekananda’s teachings, not just
as historical artefacts but as liv-
ing ideas that can guide us toward

t er future, His message is
Arise, awake" - true great-
n the ability to apply
nciples to the um:n?s of
the present, to foster a world
where humanity can thrive in all
its diversity.
Swami Vivekanandas life and
work remain a beacon, illuminat-
ing the path to a world that val-
ues compassion, justice, and the
collective wellbeing of all its
inhabitants.

( Hn writer is a policy analyst,
I commentator, and
mlmruust Views expressed are

personal)

The future of turmeric exports: India’s path to

securing global market dominance

By adapting to domestic production practices with the changing global demand and fostering a collaborative ecosystem, India can secure its future exports in the global market

or centuries, India has
iccu known as the

Land of Spices] pro-
ducing and exporting a wide
wariety of products, renowned
for their distinctive flavour,
aroma and health benefits.
One such spice is turmeric,
known as the ‘Golden Spice
of India, which has spread
through trade beyond South
Asia to different parts of the
world, Today, turm cul-
tivated in many South Asian
countries, China, Africa and
the Caribbean and has mul-
tiple end-uses spanning
industries such as food,
condiment, dye, nutraceuti-
cals, cosmetics and medi-

cine

With global demand rising
and growing demand for
high-quality curcumin for
preventive healthcare, sever-

L -

ARPITA MUKHERJEE

are among the top five pro-
ducers. India continues to be
the largest exporter with close
m 67 per cent of global

5: ts in the year 2023,
‘While the export value has
increased from USD 182.53
million in 2017 to USD
212.65 million in 2023, the
share in exports is showing a

slow decline, with new
exporting countries like Fiji
coming up.
Global demand is also shift-
ing towards turmeric, which
has high curcumin content
and organic r 5.
Developed markets like the
EU and the L are cmerg-
ing as key centres for the con-
sumption of high-quality
turmeric that mee
sanitary and phytosanitary
) and quality standards.
e share of the USA in the
imports of turm ed
from 13.80 per cent in 2017
per cent in 2023,
2 it the first largest
importer followed by [nJ}m.
Wi continue to import signif-
icant amounts of turmeric
(especially dry), mainly from
Vietnam, Indonesia, and
Myanmar. Much of our

exports are in raw and pow-
der format, where processing
and further product develop-
ments are Eom: in markets
like the European Union
{EU).

‘Within the EU, countries like
the Netherlands and
Germany have become key
exporters along with other
countries like the USA.
Some reasons for lower value
addition in India include the
inability to supply more than
10 per cent of the global
requirement of turmeric with
higher than 5 per cent cur-
cumin, high use of pesti-
cides and insecticides, lack of
market knowledge and limit-
ed R&D and innovative prod-
ucts,

The country must evolve
from just a raw turmeric
supplier by innovating, ensur-

ing quality, and adopting sus-
tainable and good agricultur-
al practices to maintain Indiss
global dominance and move
up the global value chain.
Several companies have made
strides in this direction by
roducing curcumin extracts
or pharmaceuticals and
nutraceuticals. Products like
Vicco Turmeric Cream com-
bine turmeric with modern
cosmetics, linking Ayurvedic

diti with

h

rary personal care. ’
High-curcumin variants
sunﬁl akadong turmeric,
are gaining international
recognition for their medic-
inal benefits. The number of
Geographical Indication (G1)
turmeric has increased to six
as of December 31, 2024,
However, to achieve the
Indian G
tive of making Ind
al hub for turmeri

501 billion by
2030, further action is
n:qujn.\i.

Establishing a National
Turmeric Board, announced
by the Prime Minister, is one
such step towards consolidat-
ing and implementing com-

exports of

regulations gov-
unmb the entire turmeric
value chain, imperative to
enhance the sector’s global
competitiveness.
Additionally, although the
standards of domestically
produced turmeric align with
ernational regulations,
h X, globa
e high-
er curcumin content, with
sustainable farming practice
and for that t.lrbm..\.rk&]) is
needed to improve the cur-
cumin content of the pro-
uce.
Export processes and compli-
ance requirements need to be
streamlined and simplified.
Signing mutual recognition
agreements (MRAs) for stan-
ards and organic may help.
For example, the M RA for
organic products signed

between India and Taiwan in
2024, is a step in the right
direction. Similar MFAs need
to be signed between India
and its key turm
destinations Like the EU .
the USA, which will reduce
the cost and time of certifica-
tions and testing,
By aligning domestic produc-
tion frm:ti.ccs with the chang-
okl demand and foster-
g a collaborative ecosystem,
India can secure its future
exports as a reliable and pre-
red supplier of high-qual-
¢ turmeric in the global
market.
(The writer rspm.hmu at
the Indian Council for
Research on International
Economic Relations. With
inputs from Eshana
Mukherjee. Views
are personal)




