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Targeting the
RS chairperson

The move against the vice president is the
fallout of a breakdown in communication
between the treasury and Opposition benches

unprecedented move by the INDIA bloc to

oust thevice president (VP) and Rajya Sabha

chairman, Jagdeep Dhankhar, on charges of

being partisan, will likely fail becauseits motion
will fall well shortof the required 50% (116 vates) to doso
(ithas only 86), but the real story is not the numbers but
the messagein the move. And this is a message of
distrust between the treasury and Opposition benches
(ncross Pardi Aot just theupper House), and
the increased scrutiny and criticism constitutional posts
(including the governors uismwﬂ havecome underln
anenvironment ck ised by extreme pol.

The Opposition has been threatening this fora few
sessions but held its hand. Now that it has chosentoact,
Mr Dhankhar becomes the first VP to face an ouster
attempt, and theeffects of this notice — sure to be
defeated if put tovote — will be far-reaching and long-
lasting, For starters, itwill further damage the relations
between the Chair and the Opposition, The target of a
no-confidence motion will have to bea saint to forget the
ignominy of facing one, andsaints are in short supply
these days. Second, the move threatens to diminishand
question the authority of the Rajya Sabha Chair, an
independent institution.

Runningthe Rajya Sabha has never been an easy task,
and the polarised state of politicsinside and outside
Parliament has notmade Mr Dhankhar's job any easier,
I the ruling allance believes that its majority allows it
the privilege to dominate Parliament, the Oppasition,
buayed by better-than-before numbers in this Lok
Sabha (and healthy numbers in theupper house), has
been equally aggressive in confronting the treasury
benches. Both sides have carried the viciousness of poll
campaigns into the House. Both have responsibilities to
Parliament that they haveignored: The government
must convince the Opposition of adequate opportunities
for debate and dialogue; and the Opposition must focus
on constructive eriticism, aimed at bettering the lotof
Indians, Floor managers across parties have failed to
persuade leaders across thealsle ositiogether and
build a climate of trust 1o enable debate on sensitive
subjects. And if the government has used the strength of
numbersto suppress the Opposition's voice, then the
latter has made Parliamenta show-and-tell session,
replete with T-shirts and masks, lowering the
seriousness of thevery issues itwants toflag before the
nation. It would ke superhuman skills tochair a House
marked by these, and those, again, are inshort supply
these days, Unless the government and the Opposition
can figure outa way o break the jam — the coming
discussion on the Constitution may be an opportunity
for that, and there appears to have been a mini-
breakthrough at least in the Lower House — expect
maore bad blood in the Rajya Sabha, even after the storm
over the Opposition's notice for the motion has passed.

A timely push for
the digital rupee

oving to the digital rupee — India's central bank
M digital currency(CBDC)— for subsidy payments,
acourse the Centre is considering, could deliver
multiple benefits. For one, this will help familiarise large
chiunks of the population with the rupee’s digital form,
whichremains rather “niche” at present. And, as this
newspaper has reported, given that itcan be tied toa
specific end-use and deadline, the gover
ensure against the abuse of the transferred amountas
alsotake care of any lag in consumption, whichcan be
the case with cash transfers toaccounts. Then, there are
the cost savings and transaction efficiencies — in terms.
of currency printing, storage, handling and damage
losses avoided—that will accrue from such a ransition.
Theimpactof such moveson the digital currency
space is noless significant. CBDCs have become a
geopolitical and security imperative amid the rising
weaponisation of global reserve currencies and the
explosion of private digital currencies, including
ncies such as Bitcoin. (BDCs— the digital
imprint of physical fiat currencies —offer stability and
certainty for cross-border transactions in such
seenarios. From the security point of view, they carry
some of the benefits of decentralised digital currencies
without theattendant risks, suchas becoming
instruments of illegal transactions and financing,
Agninst this backdrop, attempts to expand use cases
—subsidy payments being agood example —arean
important step forward; the economy can neither lock

What ails the health
insurance industry

Deny, delay, and depose
pave the way for
insurance company
profits and widespread
policyholder anger

urders wsully stoke o

rush of symipathy for

the victim and herhis

[amily, as it should.

But the murder of

Brian Thompson,

CED of UnitedHealthcare, on a New

York strect on December 4, 2024,

instead brought to the surface the

simmering public anger against

Insurance firms which “deny, defend

and depose” as a o avoid

clairms to earn higher profits. In fact,

thase words were found on the bullet

casings used by the assailant who has
now been e

Thomson led the largest health

insurance firm in the United Stabes

bt froom gy i) with
2023 revenses of Almost 3360 billion.
Other than belng the

it is also known as the one wlm the
hdphest clabn denlals, denying, as per
ValuePenguln, 32% of all claims
wherces the best comparry denied just
T (clata from dnyierd.comydpTdknta).
Social media comments played on
standard responses in customer care
whenone tries o reacha health insur-
anee firm, with one person twoeting: 1
submitted i ¢laim for my condolences
but it was denied”. However, no
armount of pubdic anges. misplaced or
otherwise, can ever justify the murder

or the criminal intent beddnd it
Closer home. data on health insur-
ance claims in the Indian market has

chmn of India {TBAT) shows some woe-
ryingclaim irends Insurance

number up, but dragging their heels
when it comes o higher value cliimes.
Ttoould alsopoint to fine print in poli-
ies that allow firms 1o getaway with
lwer chaim amounts. For example, a
sub-limir on room rent will restrict
what the policy pays ot if ﬂlhemun
m

{report here: dmp ),
Thene are two main infevences from the
data, First, the public sector lirms are far
more consumer-friendly in terms of
Uselr claims secord than pri-

rentis higher
tho

Thee data pobnts o the Fact it the
insurance regulator, the Insurance
Regulatry and Develop-

existing customers with the latest
eladm mamber, Customers should be
allowed to port their policies w
another insurer that displays a better
i TR

have the legal and operational musele
L

hienlth msurance analyst shared that
some hospitals were billing cach cus-
tomer for the hazmai sult the doctor
and nurscs wore, while they wore the

Bullicd into the threat of insolvency
that insurance firms routiney use
when the regulator presses the con-
sumer protection pedal just a bit, This
is an old trick of the financial sector

vate sector flrms Woorse, afew ment Authority of India
private health insurers have (TRDAI) ks unable w get all
very posar claims behaviour. headth insurers to play fair
Al four PSU firms paid mare with the Health
than 70% of the amount insurance is o business
claimed, with New India pay- where the claims amount
Ing 98.74% of the amount  Monika should nat be higher than
claimed and Oviental Insur- Halan the premiums gathered by
ance paying 97,35% Four pri- AN INSUrANCE COmpany as
vate sector firnms have ratios that will s vl
abene B, with SBI General the firm. Slmllal'lv.afhlms
p:ylrmhehwmh the privatesector — Tatio of [R5 B GO

3% of the amount claimed. mmrgmynglh.llwﬂl trigger man-
Ekvm te soctor firms paid less  datory refunds o o in the

prival
tsan mdu'emmahmwlm
‘Star Health righ a8 the bomom with just
5461% of the amount clalmed paid
The sccond Is that it scems some
[rms wre playing with reporting stare
dards so look betier than they are.
There are two metrics in the IBAI
data: clairns by the nusnber of palicies
el clains by e amount paid, Take
the case of Star Health for cxame, It
pays o healthy 75.00% of daims by
number of palicies, but a very poos
54.61% by amount. This 1o

ary
Unnited States {LSK Bt Incia does not
have such a regulation in place.
Worse, despite having such poor
claims ratbos, firms are allowed to
rack up premiums year after year.

Insurance compankes point o fraud
a one of the reasons for denying
claims. While frauds are a real prob-
lein, possibly the worst-performing
ones can learn from the better-per-
Torming cnes on haw to deal with
fraud. As a first step, IRDAI mast ask
insurers to di their cluims rutio

a firm paying off the lower value
claims without a deny. delay, and
depose playbook to get the claims

imamount (and not the number of pol-
icles) for eadh policy sold at the point
of sale. They need toreach out to their

that banks earlier have wsed 1o keep

costs high and service standards low.
Bnlh lifex amd health firms wse the same
threat of if-you. too-hard-1

all the putienss. But if thene
wiere 50 uticats, the hospital bk the
same suit ) Hrmes,

‘While insurance firms and hospi-
tals have the legal and operational
muscle to deal with each other. the
patient and policyholder suffer o dou-
ble hit. Government hospitals are
mostly dysfunctional with some

Tou-push
will-rall-over-and-dic. The threst is
that policyholders will be burt and a
failure can trigger a larger crisis.
TROAI can counter it by neval the
license and enforcing a ban on
ness for a decade rather than blink.

Bun there is a decper probiem to be
scbved that is beyond TRDAL Health
insurance is o contract between three
parties — the policyholder, the insur-
anee compary, and the hospiial, The
Thospital s an unrogulated ontity with no
caps an costs in this equation That
many hospitils perform surgeries thit
arenot needed s o welmown fct.
the experience of being
During the Covid-B pandemic, one

care is expensive, Bulwhtn hospitals
overcharge and insurance finms do
mot pay. there |15 nowhere the patient
and policyholder can wrn to, They
will cut consumption. dip into ther
savings or take loans. Al ol which, at
o macro bevel. are bad for the health of
the economy. The governme nt needs
to form a task force (o think through
the problem with an integral
opproach rather than deal with it in
the silos of the health and finance
ministrics.

Monika Hadon i the best-sdling awthor of
the Let's Talk series of boaks om maney,
The views expressed are persnal

Could Trump as president
accelerate de-dollarisation?

tries 10 reduce dependence on the
United States (US) dollar, i not o
new phenomenon. Al vurmspmnu in the
past when US it el d o

e-dollarisation, or the engolng
D efforts by many (I not most) coun-

In all this, it s imporiant o recognise that,
In addition to managing the potentlal geopo
litical threat, there ks another eritieal element
that determines the importance and use of
!Jnhll aurrencies — the cost of short-term
particularly lor trade finance.

explode. there would be talk of de-dollarisa-
tion and efforts to find a substitute — all to
no avail. However, the dollar's share of
hobal reserves has been volatile, falling from
nearly B0% in K570 10 below 58% in 1960
further 1o an all-time low of 47% in K50, [t
rose o 7% in 1999 before falling again, to
about 58-55% in 2020,

With the birth of the curo in 1989, there
was arw when (twas thought that. per-

s could provide a ressonable avenue

of diversification for central banks, both
from aneconomic and geopolitical perspee-
Abve, However, It Isclear that the ewro s but
a shadow off what was expected,

Noretheless, the ellortto find an
alternative 1o dollar hegemony oon-
tnues, accelerating after the G7,
under US direction, sanctioned Rus-
sin after it invaded Ulanine, by cut-
ting it off fram SWIFT, the global
settlement system,

In recent years, as China loudly
elimbed to its position as the sec-
ond-large: renminbi

Jamal
Mecklai

Sinee early 2022 — oodncldentally te samie
time as Russia’s invasion of Ukmine — the US
one-year Treasury-Bill yield shot up from
near-geno W over 5%: at the same time, Chi-
nese Treasuries yiekled aroamd 2%. This has

pushing compandes, particularly those
trading with China. to prefer RNE-denomi-
nated debt (o $-denominated) in trade
finance ransactions,

The rise in US rates was obviously the
resultofthe Federal Reserve u}lmF_w bring
Infltion, whilch had scooted away [rom right
beneath its nose, under control On the other
slde, the Chinese cconoemy |s crylng out In
pain, pressured by huge Babilities in the real
estale sector and anaemic (by its
standards) growtl, which has kept
Interest rates subducd,

Another factor that has been

pushing against dollar-denominnied
debt is the extremely strong dollar,
which has bed to 2 squeeze in dollar
liquidity. particularly in emerging
markets. A blog from the Atlantic
Council points out that " higher

(RNB) was seen for a time as a pos-

sible alternative 1o the dollar, However,
des Il\e it positives — highest vohime of

e InCT

ami scltlunml wolumes, large number of
bilaveral tremties, and, a remarkably ki
bond market ($8 wrillon versus the much
alder US market of $30 tril lon) — there are
major countervalling negatives, primarily
that the currency Is not convertible and
remsains in thrall to the Chinese government,
which means that no oligarch or corporate
titan worth his/her salt would ever think of
maintaining any wealth in the RNE, Thus,

rales increased the value of dollar-
denominated assets, which created sirong
Incentives for global Investors. mhu;dollals
o buy those assets. The war amplil
Investors akso increased their dollar boldings
as they view the dollar as a “safe haven assel”
and expect the cumrency 1o retain, or even
mimralnn dumu |>uln»orswmuullly
and economic

With DomEﬂ 1'lump having taken dra-

matic charge with a Nurry of appontments
and announcerments, I8 seems quite chear that
inflution in the US is more or less certain o
remain high, Tariffs are an odds-on bet to

although the RNE has mads ifi stri- b reducing th

desin becoming globalised, it i workers | falbedt Megal ones)
rolative of the dollar in the largerschemeof — will reduce the wpw ul labaur, again
things. imcreasing prices: and, of course, o cuts will

However, the discomiort with the dollar
continues, In , global central banks
bought L13H tonnes of gold (worth $70 hil-
lion] in an effort to diversify from the dollar,
the highest annual purchase since these
were first recorded in 1950, And it appears
theat these purchases ave continued v rise
in 2024, This, despite the fact that gold has

limitations as a store of value since it eams
no retwm and actually entals a storage cosl.

Atvarious points in the past when US

anly serve 1o increase the deficit, leading to
higher inflation (vet again).

Thus, it seemns likely that US interest rates
are not going to subside sweethy and quictly
as many seem Lo expect. It is possible that
Trump may even iry (o push the Fed into
doing his bidding — viz., lowering rates even
i they are not ready. But that would have the
Impact of increasing volatllity in the US debt
miarkets and, possibly, a collapse in USequl-
tles.

On the ather siche (agidn ), there are many
anmalysts whi kear that China may be heading
For a bong Japan-style period of low 1o possi-
bly negative inflation, which means that
Iinterest rates there may actually fall from
current levels. Thus, the interest rate differ-
ential will remain strongly in fwvour of bor-
rowing in AMB, and the bonger it persists, the
maore the number of companies Mocking to
hvis niew dheal i bowm, Thiis tail will likely wag.
the dog as more contral banks reduce their
dollar haldings in favour of other alterna-
tives,

Of course, none of this means that the: dol-
Iarwll really goout of favour — it's just that

s an ongoing process as the
rea ol’ Lhe world grows up,

MOHAMMAD AL-BASHIR

ppeal toall Sy

ins abroad is

is now a free co

earned its pride and
dignity. Come back. We must
build, be rebo

A Maharashtra primer
for Mahayuti leadership

deities of have their counter-

he poll grand slam in
will certainly warm Lhe m:klﬂuf IJu:
BIP's heart: but the ph

pun:m say, mnu.ula or Andhra. hlln:t

han Satbsha tally raises several Iasurs
which the BIF strategists need 1o address
hefore getting down to the nitty-gritty of gov
ernance in Mantralay, the seat of adrministra-
LT Inmh anhal wphnb}lmolll'l’m
b

culiure
“godhadi”, a quilt which nﬁcrs warmth toa
farmer on o cold night.
Second, although a Congress stronghald
for decades, Maharashira's inner core reso-
mated with Lefi-soctalist ideals. thanks to Jna-

ithe Maharashira dﬁs’mtr which transcends
creed and caste, will trigger tension in the
Mahayuti alliance and shawer the state’s
inclustve character. Fora star, the BIFs cen-
ral leadership needs 1o give up scanning
Maharashira through its North-centric lens.
ained in the stale's cultural con-
sclousivess, the hoary Maharashr dharma
has il
the. muhmzkmprm =for !.niﬂh!l: the
Nath and the Varkari sect which
proached harmony amd compasskon,
thee fiercely fought Maratha-Mughal
wars, and the 20eh-century social
crusades which cubminated in the
Samnyukta Maharasliren Samitfs pro-

meshwar and Tuk
And, the staie has for long nursed deep
ciom for New Dielhi nslers —“Dillishwar ™ the
Delhi bosses) wslhemmﬂalmhb Thack-
eray ml.ned lo rile ess high com-
mand. The BJF runs tllu risk of earning the
sobriguet |Ht doesn't gear itsell up o deci-
the nuanced Marathi ethos.
W'Ilh the Uddhay Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
poarly in the assembly polls, Eknath
sn anahptmwar biotls Marathas, may
wiell emerge s reglonal satraps and
strong votorles of the Maharashira
dharma, Both are aware of the fact
that in their attempt to expand their
politico-ddectoral space, Lhey may at
some point in time have to stand up

longed struggle in the 196508 tocreate A harjgh 0 the Dillishwars”, The duowill do
ascparate linguistic state for Mara- Mishra it with asonseof deja v,

this with Mumbai usits capital. The Shr Instances of the Congress high
Samili leaders were milled with ——— il |

Jawaharlal Neheu for his proposal i

wurn Bombay (as the city was then known)

into a Union territory. The confrontation

assurmed the propartions of an epic Maratha-

Mughal war. History has its own way of get-

I'I'Is Imto the hair ot‘tm'lemporal}';')olmcs.
Mk 5 ok,

~ Khandoba, Vithoba and Goddess Ekveera,
for instapce — with Lord Ram, and thrusting
“Ek Rashira, Bk Bhasha" crede on a stak
wiliieh B its o rofaist Hind lngoe in Mara-
thwada and Vidarbha, is fraught with riskc
Amilst pod] fever, Ajit Pawar hed stated puls
licly that he wouldn't endorse Yogi Adityas-
math's “Batemge toh kntenge™ call. Maharash-
tra’s culture wouldn't accept the UP CM's
eatchphrase, he said. A senior state BIP fune-
tiomary Sid that his party would soai sal-
fronkse Pawar. Such brazenness Is scary.
Shom of rhetoric, the BIP policy planners

warts such as Yashwantrao Chavan,
Vasamdada Patil and Sharad Pawar are
mumeraus, However, Indira Gandhi never
tampered with Maharashtra’s cultural Eabric.
Back then, the “Dillishwars” kept Maharash-
lrlans happy with small merches.
does atempd to flaunt its regional
s!.r]pt:s bt in & manner which is plainky ad
instance, in S recent state assembly
elections, the BIP, ina bld w bond with the
s of Lhe soll, wrested the Shivall nyth from
the Uddhay Thackeray-led ShivSena. A Shiv-
il bust was instalied in party offices and BIP
poll radlbes woubd begin with “Jod Jai Jai Bhoe-
ani, th Maratha war cry during medieval
times, However, the jambores would invaria-
bly end with “Jai Shri Fam”, and the parcloy
wins b obvions for the Marithi-spei kirg BIP
workers who are weaned on Maharashira

mewd to do somae good Maha-
mashira. For instance. Lard Ram.a Great Uni-
fer. caits a swathe dcross castes and commir
mities in the North, but pot so down the Vind-

inelined mone

ial Marathi manoes thus
suffers rmm aserse of loss and alienation as
a jubilant Mahayuti begins its wenure, Poet
Aarti Prabha has succinctly summed up the
Marathi's dilemma: “Kunachya

s
o southern India than the Indo-Gangetic
plains Sammat Vichar, scholar Vishwanath

Ekhondyaver kumache ojbe? ({On whose shoul-
der lies whose burden?)

government debt threatened o explode, Khaire's well-researched tome, discusses in
itselfaway from the gains of such innovations nor suffer there would be talkof de-dollarisation — Sl Mechal 5 CEQ, Meckad Finanial, detall the specifics of the Maharashtra-Tamil Armburish Mists s Mumberbesed wrier,
vulnerabilities 1o the risks emerging from these. allonoavail e The wlews expressed are persomal Nadu culiural and lnguistic tes. Mamy bocal The views expreessed ave personal
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Speed and scale

T+0will help retail investors

he Indian stock market is not only ameng the largest globally by mae-
ket capitalisation but is also seen as one of the most efficient. To
further improve market efficiency, the Securities and Exchange Board
of India {Sebi) earlier this year introduced the beta version for T+0
(same-day) settlement on an optional basis for 25 scrips in the equity cash
market, Based on the feedback and experience over the past several months,
the regulator has now decided to extend the facility to the top 500 stocks, This
shows, in Sebi's view, that the market infrastructure and the institutions
involved are prepared to make this big transition at scale. Although reports
suggest that the adoption of T+ has been slow, it should not deter the regulator
from taking steps to improve market efficiency. The adoption may be low
partly because of the limited number of stocks in the new settlement cycle.

According to the Sebi circular, the T+0cyele will be available on an optional
hasis forthe top 500 companies by market capitalisation from January 31, 2025,
Scrips will be moved to the new cycle in batches of 100 starting with the bottom
of the group. This makes sense as companies with comparably low volumes
will be moved first, which will help test the resilience of the system., The bigger
companies will be moved to the new settlement cycle progressively, All stock-
brokers will now be allowed to participate, They will also be allowed to charge
different brokerages for T+0 and T+1 subject to limits.
Qualified stockbrokers whe meet certain conditions in terms of client base will
be expected to put in place the required systems and processes to enable unin-
terrupted participation in the new settlement cycle within the given timeframe.

Meanwhile, stock exchanges, clearing corporations, and depositories—
collectively referved to as market infrastructure institutions (Mils) — will also
b d o putin place th sRAry systems fora less rollout, Further,
to enable smooth implementation, MIIs are expected to come out with opera-
tional guidelines and frequently asked questions. This will help all stakeholders,
particularly individual investors, to move to the new cyele. For large block
deals in T+0, stock exchanges are expected to put 8 mechanism in place. The
move to scale up the T+0 mechanism must be welcomed, particularly from
the point of view of small investors, As highlighted in this space earlier, an
assessment by the regulator found that over 90 per cent of the equity delivery
trades where trade value was less than ¥ lakh were conducted with advance
deposits of cash and securities, Therefore, & majority of small traders and
investors will benefit from the move, as it will help improve ligquidity,

Overall, the improvement in liquidity and faster closure of trades will help
in reducing counterparty risks, While a quicker settlement cycle will help
investors, it could put pressure on MIls, particularly because of two parallel sys-
tems, However, given that the Indian market infrastructure has enabled a shorter
settlement cycle over time, it is hoped that the system will move to the T+0
cycle seamlessly, Given the improved infrastructure and the ability of all stake-
holders to adape, the market regulator would do well to aim now to shorten the
cycle in the primary market. There §s ample scope for reducing the time gap
between the opening of an initial public offering and the listing of the stock,

Lingering debt danger
External debt levels are dangerously high globally

uring the pandemic, another contagion besides Covid-19 threatened to

e the workd: A soverelgn debt crisis. Several indebted countries,

cluding many in Africa and also one in India's neighbourhood, seemied

on the brink of a default, That immediate threat of default and destabil-

isation receded, and the subject of sovereign debt was quictly deprioritised in global

governance. But a recent World Bank report shows that might have been a mistake.
The International Debt Report (IDR) makes for a disturbing reacl.

The TR focuses specifically on external debt and classifies countries by income
level. For Low- and middle-income countries in general, the IDR shows that the ele-
vated levels of external debt reached during the initial months and years of the

iccontinue to persist welinary sy tirements have
gone pway. Governments borrowed during the pandemic, as weas right, with many
doing 5o from outside their borders, But they have not recovered soundly enough
o be able to stan paying back what they b il. External b that have
not been addressed have increased by about 8 per cent over 2000 levels, Naturally,
this leads to higher interest bills — and might push some countries closer to &
vickous cycle of high interest payments, kew growth and extended bormowing,

Theeffect on the poorest and most vulnerable countries — the 75 orso consid-
ered poor enough to borrow from the Intermational Development Association, &
wing of the World Bank Group — is even more stark, According to the IDR, the
external debt for these countries has risen 18 per cent since the pandemic to cross
&1 trillion, It is also noteworthy that although the external debe levels for all k-
and middle-income countries seems high bt static, there continues tobe a yearly
upward trend for these poorest countries, The long-term economic scarring of the
pandemic has clearly not been addressed. No serious sttempt has been made to
asgist countries in repaying pandemic-era debt. Some efforts were made in this
direction in 2021 and 2022, including during India's presidency of the G20, But it
wiuld be futile to deny that, in the absence of & rolling crisis of defaults, the energy
has been sucked out of that effort,

This is dangerous complacency. As debt levels increase, macroeconomic
stability is rendered more fragile, Any country can prove then o be the domino
that would set off a renewed crisis — one which would raise costs for the broader

ing world, including India, and dissupt supply chains, besides causing great
social distress. The question is why efforts to sddress this problem have not really
wiorked, Any answer would have to contend with the change in bormowing patiems
since the 1980s, when solutions to tackle debt crises first evolved. The presence of
China and Chinese state banks as large lenders has significantly muddied the
picture, Clear divisions drawn between bilateral, muldlateral, and commercial
capital in the 19808 were designed for market economies; they struggle to adapt to
Ching's state-led financial sector, Geopolitical distrust has only grown since 2020,
and that has played a part as well. But, whatever the reason, the IDR is another
reminder of a festering problem that requires more attention from global policy
mikers. However, it is also critical for economies to keep borrowings in check and
not keave aburden forcoming generations, as highlighted by Union Finance Mindster
Nirmala Sitharaman on Wednesday,

ILLUFSTRATION: BINAY SIRHA
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Growthvsinflation:
Walking therazor’s edge

Despite the growth slowdown, a rate cut-cycle is unlikely

to start anytime soon

fer s spectacular average gross domestic prod-

et (GIP) growth rateof 8 per cent ovier the last

three years. the economy slowed tolis weakest
growth I seven quarams, registering just 5.4 per cent
In the second quarner. While an economic slowdown
during the quarter was antlclpared, 12 magniude
exceeded market expectations. Simultaneously, the
Inflation rate surged past the wlerance level of & per
cent in October, detven by elevated food peices.

The continued elevatlon in food pelces has starned
apllling over into core prices, Desplre the nudge from
paolitlcal guarters to start the rate
reduction cycle, not surprisingly. the
Mnne[ary Policy Comminee (MPC)

Iis headline inflat

and malnealned the status quo on the
pollcy rate, The slow growth in the sec-
ond quarter ralses the guestion of
whaether this s merely a blip or struc-
tural factors are at play, given the
steady decline in the growth rate over
successlve quarters. With growth in
the firse half of the current flscal estl-

mated at just about & per cent, and

desplte expectations of a revival inthe
next two quarters, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has revised lis forecast dewnward 1o
&6 per cent from the earller estimate of 7.2 per cent.

The slowing growth and elevated inflatkon have
forced the MPC to continue walking on a razor's
edge. Arresting the decelerating growth warrants
starting the rate-reduction cycle and th

®
POLICY PILLARS

1 GOVINDA RAD

wanches, on December 14 and December 28 respec-
ivaly, to ensure adequate Hauldity, Of course, thisiaa
clear signal that growth conslderations are Important
in its policy stance. This move would ease the tight
lgpuidivy conditbons arlsing from tax payments and
could help revive growth tosupplement the Increased
govarnment capltal expendiures in the remalning
rwo quarters, This ks cruclal for the revival of Invest-
ment in manufacturing. All the same, the rate-reduec-
won cyele |5 not lkely 1o start anyeime soon,

The polley response In the current scenario
depends on whether the situation
is viewed as merely a passing
phase or a8 rocted in deeper mal-
lce, The RE's polley statement

i simply describes the sltuation as
an “abermation in growth-Inflation
rajectory”, There are good reasons
o belleve that it s Indeed so,
However, the sharp deceleration
in the value added in the mining
and manufacturing sectors, which
has pulled down the growth of
both the primary and secondary
SECLOTE, |8 & cause for concern,
Even the growth in value added
in the agriculoural sector, at L5 per cent on the back
of 1.7 per cent growth In the second quarter a year
ago and 2 per cent growth In the previous quarter,
despite a reasonably good monsoon, ks not easy to
explaln. This may be attributed to the production of

bles and Fruits suffe o erratic ralnfall,

nudges
In some quarters that the REI shmld switch lis target
from “headline” o "core” inflation,

At the same time, having rightly asserted [ts com-
mitment o taming headline inflation w 4 per cent,
the REI cannot afford w lower ts guard, Not surpris-
Inghy, the MPC, in s majority decision, fas maintained
[he SLRTUS quo on mepnllcy ra[e whlle redl.u:lng the

CRR) by 25 b i e

Slmilarly, the deceleration in the growth of the
manufacturing sector to 2 per cent in the second
quarter s surprising, as the Purchasing Managers'
Index has continued to show expansion during the
successive months of the quarter, Even a sector Hke
conatruction, which showed double-digle growth in
the second qua.r[er of last year as well as in the pre-

vl g | d to 7.1 per cent.

OPINION 9

On the demand side, the slowdown In private
conswmpton could be due to elevared food prices,
and government consumption had yet to pick up
after the electlons, The major factor, however, was
the low levels of investment, The gross fixed capital
formation registered a growth of just L3 per cent,
the lowest seen In several quarters, and this was
mainly due to the slowdown in public sector capital
formation. Both the Unlon and state governments
have delayed Incurring caplial expenditures after
the explry of the electlon model code of conduct.

Consldering the worse than expected growth in
the second quarer, most observers have downgrad-
ed the growth estlmate for the financial vear, includ-
Img the MPC, which has revised it downward. There
are reasons to belleve that the economy will recover
and the estimated growth In the remaining two
quarters ar 6.8 per cent and 7.2 per cent may well
be realised. The agriculiural sector is Hkely to
record higher growth due to the Increased ardvals
from kharif crops, and with higher reservolr levels,
the rabl eutput is also lkely to be better, In the first
&lx months of this financlal year, the Unlon gov-
arnment spent only 37 per cent of the budgeted
capltal expenditure, and slgniflcant spending is
expected in the remalning part of the year. This
would not only result in an increase in aggregate
demand but alao “crowd In" privane [nvestmeants,
‘The high- f‘requency Indicators show & recovery ln
manu: lces sector, too, s
to continue its gmwth momentum,

However, it would be too nalve 1w think that the
problem [s tranaitory. Aligning the economy to
achieve developed country staus would require push-
Ing up tha growth of GDP to at least & per cent an
average for the next 23 years. This would require
Increasing the investment rate to 40 per cent of GDP
From the current level of 31-32 per cent. In addition
to opening up the economy for forelgn Investment,
It 1s necessary 1o reduce the high cost of bomwowing
fior Inwestors, This requires bringing down the infla-
tlon rate to nldane the rate-reductbon cyele and Impbe

iscal re forms to llmit the gor
an the borrowing space. Thus, from a long- Leﬂnpe'r
spective, this 1s the opportune tme wundertake fscal
veforms, factor-market reforms with a focus on Labour-
Intensive manufacouring, and open up the economy
to greater forelgn trade and [nvestment,

Barring unforeseen clroumstances, there could
e more cheerful news on the Inflatlon frons as well,
paving the way for a policy rate cut from February,
With better agriculoural production, food prices are
likely to come down, bringing down the headline
Imflation numbers. The prices of pulses and edible
olla are also likely to soften. Vegatable prices are
expected to decline in the winter. and with Improved
production, the prices of pulses ane also likely o
ease, With these factors, India may continue to be
the fastest-growing large economy, but achieving the
aspleatlonal goal of becoming a "Viksit Bharat”
requires iImplementing serlous structural reforms,

The wuthoris chairmar, Karnataka Begional mbalarces
Redressal Commiditee. The views are personal

Unintended legacies of the Green Revolution

he Green Revolution [scoming backto bite us
In ways that pollcymakers then could not have
bargalned for, Now, as farmers block borders
around the Natlonal Capiial reglon (NCR), the down-
aldes of that slgnature achlevernent of the slxtle; Is
manifesting |tselfin myriad crises —

Indian farmers, In 2020, the Modl government's
attempts o open upand deregulate agri-markets cre-
ated an uproar. The government proposed three laws
thar, broadly, allowed sales outside the mand! net-
works, mn’nlmg iarmm ta b!“ dlrec[ly 10 privane

supplies, water shortages, deterlorating soll hethh
alr pollution, and an escalating freebie culture,

The Green Bevolutlon was undoubtedly transfor-
matlonal, The programme spared India from faming
and the humiliation of its ship-to-mouth exdstence
from Public Law or PL4B0 wheat shipments from
the US. Today, unfortunately, the
podiches that made It & success are
causing unintended perverse out-
comes from which central regimes
are struggling o extricate them-
selves, Thase crises are all products
of Incentives that were rooted In per-
suading farmers to grow high-yield-

Ing varletles of wheat and rice:
Eroadly, free power, subsidisad fer-
tiliser and a guaranteed minkmum
Al t price or MSP for produce
mllapl?:nd";lcm s, " SwnT

Conslder the MSFE. [t started asa  JANIKA DATTA
market-leavening peice for farmers,
shielding them from explobtation by
private tradess, But regular increases at the behest
of the powerful farm lobbles have rendered the MSP
a maximum support price, with the government
emerging as a key buyer, procuring between 33 and
Al per cent of India's annual wheat and rice produc-
thon (the two key commodides that the government
buys; there are MSPs for 22 other crops but govern-
ment purchases are minimal or nog il for

traders, | y designed) con-
ract Enrmlnglam nmn\aad same cornmoditles from
the Essential Commodities Act, and deregulated
atockholding limis. Passed without sufflelent debats
or conawltations with the farm lobbles, these laws
paralysed the national capital as farmers, several of
wihom were also meand! middlemen. rode inon horses
and tractors and occupled well-
equipped pop-up shanty wwns on
ithe NCR's borders for almost a year
until the government relented.
Theupshot of this imbroghiothat
put the government on the back foot
was that the farm lobby demanded
& legal guarantee for MSP. This Is
slmply untenable for government
Anances, The current Impasse over
an MSP mandate Is only one facet
of the Green Revolution's unintend-
ed consequences, Free or heavily
subsidised inputs such as water,
power and fertiliser have created
another crisis, The incentive pm:k
age | I siraged farmers n Pun)
Haryana to grow paddy, a water- ling crop that

towards wrea, a price-controlled fertlliser that
accounts for two-thirds of the enormous annual
Fertiliser subsldy of £1.88 trillion, has caused a serd-
ous Imbalance in soll nutrlents. The price of urea
has been unchanged for a decade, The up;hr.u is
that urea ls bed, d at the cost of p

and phosphates, A recent article by Ashok Gularl
and Rirlka Juneja in the fmdian Express said Punjab
uaes 61 per cent more wrea (M) than is needed, 89
per cent less potassium and B per cent less phos-
phates, which in ruen s impacting grain produc-
tlviry, As the writers polnt out. It s ironic that the
masslve subsldy on urea ls actually creating more
polson In the atmosphere than increasing
graln yields,”

The need 1o boost agrleultural production soon
after Independence nl-m resullad In state adminis-
tratlons di fa elther free
or it generous subsidies, J I1e Imipact of this can be
seen In the increasingly hankrupt state-owned dis-
tribution companies (discoms) that have struggled
to find & way out of thelr financlal woes, Without
money o upgrade infrastructure, the discoms are
unable to meet peak demand, Prolonged power out-
ages are forcing Industry to rely on alternative
sources of power, Five hallout schemes designed by
the Centre and funded by taxpayers have proved
Ineffective. The lrony Is that every political leader
knows that free power to Farmers 1a the chief culprt
af discam b i les, Yet no one wants

s mot a natural ecologleal fie for the reglon, Ower the
decades, this "allen” paddy cultivation has Indirectly
created the farm fire crisis that chokes the national
capital reglon every post-harvest Season.
Toconserve the rapldly sinking wmrta‘nle pad-

them), Semetimes. state governments, Madhya
Pradesh being a prime exampla, choose to offer &
premium above the MSF, adding to the distorons.

Theseeasy returna — in business terma the polley
arnounts o enabling producers to sell ata prescribed
mark-up In a prescribed market — principally bene-
finted Large landholders with surpluses rather than
subslstence farmers who account for B0 per cent of

dypl s, alncae 20009, b Ly post-
poned to synchrenlse with the nmﬁnflh,emmman
Consequently, later harvests have meant thar farm-
ers have less time w pull up paddy stubhle o clear
the flebds for rabl crops. Burning the stubble 1s the
cheapest and fastest solution they have found but
at the cost of a widespread and Increasingly serlous
public health crigls.

As for fertiliser, a skewed subsldy structure

1o risk the hard decislon; the Centre's humillation
over the farm laws In 2021 remains a cautlonary tale
for even the most intrepld reformer,

Desplte all this support, farming |s becoming a
losing proposition for thousands of small farmers,
Add in the government's perodic controls on trade
to benafit the Indian consumer and the returns to
Farmers have shrunk even further, The Modl gov-
ernment s solution was to offer an enormously pop-
ular direct annual subaldy of 86,000 per farmer, paid
directly into thelr bank accounts, As with Green
Revolutlen-related freebles, withdrawing this sub-
sldy, too, will be impossible, adding one maore prob-
lem expense to be kicked down the road.

Indlgestlble truths about modern food

BOOK REVIEW

VEENU SANDHU

hrisvan Tulleken's book |s the
outeome of In

tubsbought fromthat I1ea|[hy lced:veam

place, inth

slmply lntlngunn he perilsof

[heluea[\nnnauwlml-mu;amnda_ -and
evenin probiotic yoghur,

Before all afthis, th;eﬁmquesrmu
thatcomesto mind is; What qualifl

d food and urging readers to
abstaln. He doesn't tell you how to live
your life or feed your family. Onthe
contrary, Deawing from AllenCare's
e lself-help book, The

ultea-processed food and how dowe tell
thatwhat we areconsumingisulira-
processed? The thumb rule the suthor
offers 1s: [Fyou donot recognise the
ingredbewuon[hefﬂadpncke( andif

which the author is the lab rat —

by chodee. The London-based doctor and
academic goes on an 80 per cent ultra-
processed food dlet for four weeks o
study its effects on his stace of belng —
«on his body and mind.

Thettleof the boak, Ultra-Frocessed
Peogrle: Wi Do We AL Ems StoffThar fan't
oo, el Wi Can’t We Stop?, doesn't
quibee prepare you forthe hororathat e
Inside —oa. for that ratter, all around ws:
Inour kirchen cabinets, inour
refrigaranes, served inbeautiful bowls ar
our favourite restaurant, inthat ice-cream

aren nEyou
weonld find In the kitchen, thenconslder
It tobe ultra-processed. For instance,
among its Ingredlents, a packet ofwafers
Inv iy bag lats "Malodextein®, "natural
and nature identical flavouring
substances”, “anticaking agent” and
“flavour enhancers”. [cannot say for
sure what each of these Ingrediens are,
Drvan Tulleken's book has ensured that
thispacketwill remainunopened.
Healsowrltes that if it ks a food ltem
covered Inplastic, then, too, treat it asa
slgnthat it ks probahly ultra-processad.
‘Theauthor, however, is not adoctor

Fagy Wayro Stop Smoking, which agks
readers to continue smoking while they
read about how bad smoking is, hesays
readers could, Ifthey feel like trying It,
continue consuming the same amount
ofultra-processed foods they ordinarily
oo for as long as lt takes to findsh
hisbook.

APhDn molecular virobogy, he
delves Intothe food hakdts of humans as
theyonoe were, and how and wh.eluhe'y

Humans, he writes, are eating stuff
“constructed from novel molecules and

uslng processes never previously

emoumredmmrem‘lunnmw

condithons, physlcal and mental.

Dirvan Tulleken goes through his
experiment, starting with bee-cream for
hirmselfand his family. it'sa warm
awumnday and he s surprised tosee
that thelce-cream sn'tmelting, His
conversationswith frlends whoare foad-
Industry inskders as he triesto make

military kind, butof complex battlesof
one-upmanship that are inherent in
nature, These are"anms races” belng
wapged withinand outside our bodlesby
wiruses and bacterla, and the body's
defence mechanism; between predators
and the prey: berween animals and
plants. And now, inthe "unfamiliarfood
environment” we live In, these arms

history..." sense of why ultra-processed food 8
Such dethewayitls
Information should — ULTRA-PROCESSED and whylt'sso
alarmus, not just Covia o R - PECIPLE: Wiy clo We Al Lﬂaﬂqultzuscm
becauseof how Eat Stuff That Isn't triggeragagreflex,
muchultra- “Ft::d-»and Why Can't ke thar ice-
processed food miﬁhrls van cream, forexample,
there ks Inour TII||E'(E;1 From factoryiothe
everyday lives bur Publisher: Penguin truck, thentothe
also because of how Pages: 406 supermarketorthe
addictiveltls, ———— mg: T500 bee-cream cart. and
Woksa, | from thera tothe

wumrle;wday ulra-processed
food |

began to shift, reach where
the food Industry has iurned our
consumption patterns upside down, 5o
muich so that aslzable population of the
world today eats the least of those foods
thiarare good foryou.

“Over the past 150 years food has
become, . not food, " hewrltes, ™., Itsan
Industrially produced edible substance.”

more
accessible than what humans are
actually meant toear. Thefact thatitls
alsooonvenbently avallable inready-to-
consume or almost ready-to-consume
packetsdoesn't helpelther, Hence, he
sarys, the problem of obesity s on the rise
In populations across rces, genders and
age groups, as are other medical

consumer, ithasto
survive many temperamure upheavals —
godng from something ke minus 18
degrees Celsiusto minus Sdegrees
Celshug toback o LEd dsoon.

d by the Aowof maeney

whiere™ W\eare theprw

D van Tulleken calls out food
corporations such as Mestld, PepalCoand
Coca-Cola. Hespeaks of food's
relationshipwith race [dentlty and race
blas, Heoffiers suggestions on whar
Eovernmentscan do, and whas people
candoiftheywantostop eating ultra-
processed foads. He writes about
eravings, which the ultra-processed food
Indlustry rriggers and feedson, of the high
that comes from binglngand the low that
comesfromstil not belngsatiated —all
ofwhich he encountersduring his
And he does bt all withthe

Nowonder itistreated withall kinds of
emulsifiers, purms and glycerine, What
holds it together canwell be called gunk.
Often in his book, Devan Tulleken
talksof “arms races” — not the politheal or

academie dgour of a researcher blendead
with theeasy styleofa storytellar,

Some books canchange the way we
think Somecan changes the wey we live,
Lira-Processed Peogrle ls one such book,
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Change course

The economy’s capacity is constrained, Budget
must unveil consumption booster and more

NDIA'S ECONOMIC GROWTH capacityseems to have settled around
6-6,5%, a farcry from over the 8% annual expansion required forit to
meet the §35 trillion economy target by 2047, the 100th yearof Inde-
pendence. Tobecome a“developed nation"with per capita income (PCI)
abave $13,000 by 2047, the PClmust grow at adaunting rate of over 11%a
year. To be sure, between the second quarters of FY 20 and FY25, the gross
domestic product (GDP) grew by an annual average of just 4.87%, and
between the fimt quarters of those vears, atan even lower rate of 4,59%, The
8,20 hDPsmwth repurted in FY214 was more a statistical bump caused by
being reflective of an economic resurgence. Noth-

|.ng less thana policy Lwerhau] will suffice for the economy to m?in its |.usl

Opinion

HOULD INDIA BUILD its own

rge language models(LLMs)

oradapt existing ones? This

debate is more than acade-

mic—it strikes at the heart of

India's digital future. Some argue that
humepuvm LLMsarevital toserve India's
I.?ue linguistic and cultural diversity,
il others see greatervalue in leverag-

growthcapacityand iddle-income trap that look
Domesticleverswill have to be predominantlyused tocreate the i incremen-
tal growth, since the external world only seems grimmer by the day. The ques-
tion that hangs over the N‘a.rendmMudigwemmentahitpmpamlhel!ud-

maodels to save time and
resaurces, But feami gthi it
question misses the point entirely.
The real issue Is strategic autonomy,

Tust as India's declsion to develop indige-

et FY 26 iswhether it willveer off the beaten path and undertake t
shifts needed to spur the economy.

In fact, through his recent comments, chief economic adviser V Anantha
Mageswaran has set the stage for the Budget and the overall economic pol-
iey restructuring that looks imperative. Helamented how(while the econormy
isbeing formalised)a®creeping informalisation™of theworkforee (more can-
tract jobs rather than regular ones) exerts a “downward pressure” on con-
sumption. The CEA also noted that Corporate India (despite being the sin-
gular beneficiary of the post- pam]emu: economic churn) is using micro,
small,and medium entery s)as a"sourceof Anance™forit, while

bolstered innova-

e e -
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© DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY
TO ENSURE LONG-TERM RESILIENCE, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR INDIATO TRAIM ITS OWN LLMs

Building LLMs: a strategic necessity

AMITH SINGHEE

Director, B Research India and
(T, IBM india & Sauth Asia
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@ ON FAKE NEWS

Union electronics & IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

These are the issves where freedom of

speech comes on one hand and
accountability and having a proper real news
network getting created, on the ather hand, These
are things which need to be debated

identifying business use cases that can
justify the required investment. Once
proficiency is achieved in this range,
scaling up to hundreds of billions of
parameters will become significantly
more manageahble,

Our cultural and linguistic diversity

Inclusive artificial in
tems for Indian Ianguages Sarvam 1,
developed by Indian gen Al startup Sar-

wvam, and Dhenu 1.0,an LLM concentrat-
Ing on agricultural solutions, are among
many othersuch Indic LLM efforts. These

nology, mastering LLMs s not a luary—it
is a necessity, In an increasingly digital
world,self-reliance in critical technologies
Isnotoptional;itis thefoundation of sov-
erelgnty and progress.

Gm the ball rolllng

ives span acToss startups, research
ps and non-profits, focusing on cre-
ating LLMs for Indian language use cases
essentlal for Indlia. These would serve a
pupu]al:lnn ofover 1,4 billion,with 12 afﬁ

digital resources. To ensure lung-te';m
resilienceand self-reliance, itis important
for India todevelop the capability to train
its own Large modelswhen needed, reduc-
ing dependenciesand enhancing ourdig-
ital soverelgniy.

Where is the data source?

The insufficient data availabilicy for
training LLMswithin the frameworks of

LLMs will emerse, and we must Iewrage

it shuu]d bethe utherwayamund The economy’s travail i din
{ consumption, reluctant private investments, heav-

ily leveraged households, stn.lggling MEMES, lung stagnanl wages, lack of

Mtsalmflmnﬁllelgntlarje,andarlhrﬂ i "I‘- post-p icperiod has
.lrmuaLrenduf i i pmductawhlle
th Il d dis mihertepl.cl_

Thegwemmentmll have torevisit the strategy of foregrounding invest-
ments and aid job creation in MSMEs with effective policy intervention. It
must also arrest the shift toc lisationwhen it co location of fis-
cal resources and policy-making, Apa.rtfmu'n 5tal|_-.l|ﬁ] reasans, the dlp in
growthin mef‘mha]fufmm.m financial yeark hthelim-
Htationof etmnl just 10- 11%of the GDP,asagrowth
driver for ]ung years, The need for a salid consumption booster is evident
from the fact it topped the wish-list of economistsas well as industry cham-
bers in their recent pre-budget meetings with the finance minister.

The demand from MSMEs for a waiver from capital gains tax speaks
volumes (they are selling assets to cut debt and stay afloat), More public
monies must be made available with state governments without ride
Evenas the tax-GDPratio is stilla few percentage points lower than where
it should be, the undue tax burden on the middle class must be eased,
along with concrete steps to boost employment and income, The issue of
lopsided credit policies of primary lenders must be resolved, and market
powers dispersed. Measures taken in this direction in the last Budget
appeared half-hearted; it's time to go the whole hog,

From TikTok to Nvidia,
the tech war gets uglier

BYTEDANCE LTD.'S OPTIONS fior TikTok in the US are looking increasingly des-
olate,asth hwarbetween Washingt §jing boils over. The mutual dis-
trustandtit-for-tat an]nmsltylay:hamlhenmmahty where more firms will be
pinched from both sides.

ing pu

"

methodologies to build our own madels,
rather than waiting for proprietary tech-
nologies. Existing large models based on
Generative [’re trained Transimmer
(E-" hniques like Self-Sup d

makes it | ingly important to
address the chal]en,ges associated with
(AT} sys- othernations for; hy dataand arti ybeverag:

Ing Al we can bridge Ianguage and cul-
‘tural barriers,unlocking significantvalue
inthe process,

Tap the talent

India has alarge pool of computer sci-
entists developing LLMs, both in multi-
national corporations and startups,
ensuring the availability of the necessary
skills and capabilities. These computer

and inn bl Indi lrure, languages, and nuances ineers and scientists are well-versed in

dialects. Recently, many of  n————— isa challenge, This can be artl.flual intelligence’s fundamental prin-
the ke stakeholders in the India has a large effectivelyaddressed with in high-perfi

inIndia came pool of computer the right investment and and paral.'lel pmgmnnung.‘f‘hese profes-
together as members of the time. By engaging local sionals can access the Latest libraries and
AlAlliance todevelop mod- scientists communities, we can tools to develop effective strategies for
els,data toolsand. msponsl developing I-I-MS.. either synthesise dataor | scalingupourcapabilities,
hle Al bothin i val source it from various

As Al continues to corporations and  "egions across the coun- Quick rundown

evolve, its profound impact try. India has abundant The development of LLMs is crucial
on nations and communi- startups cost-effective  human for national pride and to establish

i ible and can nesunllesta‘bllghnasavhal
Implementedw v efforts, national gineafuture
Theseadvanced madelscan beused shereadvanced Al dbwlarge mod-

0
train smaller, specialised models, along
with efforts in Indian data curation and
synthetic data generation su.ch as
[nsl:ructlabwhu:hcan'be B

elshecomes u'blqm'tuus foravarietyof use
cases that cannot be addressed at high
qualiryI by sma]lr.vr la.n,guage mndeLL If

hnrmlmrrh\-(

enhancetheircay P

ing Indian languages and cultural
nuances, Manynotable initiatives exdist in
this domain, like BharatCen, the fiest gow-
emment-funded Multimodal LLM pro-
ject focused on creating efficient and

fEs, aslgnlﬁcant pnnlunui
]ndla’s papulatmn will be unable to fully

resources,making it feasi-
ble to generate and curate a significant
volume of data through such initiatives,
Efforts like the 10 Trillion Token project
from People+al are already working
toward these ohjectives.
‘While specific large models extend to
hundreds of billlons or even trillions of
rameters and efforts to build smaller
models (<10 billion parameters] are

1 i ity

e this foundational technology. A

already an Py

partofthe pof ign mod-

els across consumer, gr.wmnment and
Industry use cases in India would rely on

rithin the 20-70billiany
range. This range Is a starting point for
undertaking essential data programsand

strategic self-reliance, More impor-
tantly, we have much to gain from the
profound positive impact that Al can
have on communities, societies, and
nations, Adopting a phased approach to
scale up LLMs is essential. Meanwhile,
we should identify the value that will
justify the substantial investments
required, We must take proactive steps
towards this journey and leverage the
government’s ambitious indtlatives such
as Dgital India and the Indiasl Mission
to support India becoming a global
leadierin the digital and Al ecosystem.

Whither universal health coverage in India?

ALI MEHDI

Founder and CEQ, LIHE 340

India’s Universal Health Coverage policy should
focus on the reduction of inequalities in our core

health outcomes

DECEMBER 12 IS Universal Health Cow-
erage (UHC) Day, According to World
Health Organization (WHO), UHC means
that "all people have access to the full
rangeachua]ltylualmsewlmtheyneed,

(China's market regulators are now targeting Nvidia Corp. inag ing
fmm adeal Befjing appﬂwed years ago, The move against the Santa Clara-based

they need thern, without

Latl Beijing halted exportsof certain min-
er:ﬂs with tech applications to the US after Washington intensified chip cur'hs. to
China last week, China is also cutti T tothe USand E
have become a vital part of Ukraine's defense.

And on Friday,a US federal appeals court upheld a law forcing TikTok to divest
frnm Chinese parent ByteDance or face a ban, This makes N\ndla an especlal]y
ing fresh target for Bedjing, in part because i
supplycha.lns stillare, Eyml:ham:e has became Nvidla's Ialgest customerin Chlna
and amid the TikTok uncertainty it has been reportedly going all-in on Al ambi-
tions in search of its next growth engine,

ByteDance ks wi i i ideo app. The US saga
thathasr pulthel"L Inanimpossible position.
‘When Yimi TikTokwould

have to be sold toa LIS Iulyerm faceabanin 2020 he was dragged on Chinese social
media and called a traitor and a coward, Beijing changed its export Lyws to be able to
block the sale of TikTok's algorithm, with backed

p ity ZEM]C),

Quality, defined as "the degree to
which health services forindividuals and
populations increase the likelihood of

(CCHS), followed by the Ex-Servicemen
Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) in
2003, the National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) in 2005, Rashtriya Swasthya
Bima Yojana (RSBY) in 2008, and Ayush-
man Bharat in 2018,

How has Indiadoneinits 70-year jour-
ney(1948-2018) towards UHC?

1)During 2019-21 onty4l%lnd|z.n
househaolds had

desired health outcomes”,isacore dimen-
sion of UHC."Access without quality can
be considered an empty universal health
coverage promise”since“even ifthe world
achieved essentlal health coverage and
financlal protection, health cutcomes
would still be poor if services were low-
qualityand unsafe”,arguesa WHO,OECD,
and World Bank report (bir.ly/3 OFZf4c).
India's journey towards UHC started
around Britain's social security reforms.
William Beveridge, bornin Indiain 1879,

medla lzhelllnﬁq itas |nsumtlamJ p‘lund
prieve either,
TikTok was ah]e to navigate this first round of
scrutiny unscathed aftera court challenge, But Pres-
! ident [oe Biden signed a law earlier this year — with
bipartisan support — to enece again force TikTok to
divest from the parent or face being prohibited to
operate in the US. It's now looking more likely than
ever that the platform's days inthe US are numbered,
despite Presid, lect Donald Trump
on saving the app. TikTok filed an emergenqvmunnn

CATHERINE
THORBECKE

#loomberg seeking tostop the law until the case could be heard
by the Supreme Court, But Beijing making clear that
It would le leaves few good options for ByteDance,

The appellate court judges on Friday sent a clear message to the Chinese tech
Industry that its commercial successes are not welcome inthe US. The ruling dou-
bled down on the rnment’s national security concerns forapps from China's
private sector, The judges argued that the national security risks —such as Beijing
influencing content and collecting sensitive US user data—outweigh free speech
arguments and the livellhoods of US TikTok creators,

At a time when other Chinese tech firms are looking abroad for growth amid
tightened spending domestically, this sends a chilling message not to make it too
big in the US, And Beljing has shown that it is willing to retaliate. Nvidia still gets
about 15% of its revenue from Chinese custnmerz despite Washington barring

the compa ¢ its most-ad in ket Other tech-
logy firms that still hay o Ehmashr.lul.dstaltb]aclngfmafallnut
Blocking Chinese tech companies and buddi from launching

consu intheUSwillr u“Techtltames(pandthmrpawer but
will also lead to less vibrancy and creativity. ByteDance weathered a 2020 TikTok
ban in India, which was then its biggest user base, This spurred major growth for

I areport on Soclal Insurance
and Allied Services to the British

ment in 1942, which became the basis
fior its Mational Health Service (NHS) Act
of 1946.1n India, BP Adarkar, who Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel referred to as‘Chhota
Beveridge', was appointed in 1943 to
develop a plan for industrial workers.
Beveridge was also approached for the
same, but refused—he felt the focus
should be on ‘the greater part of the
Indian population’ and not industrial
workers alone (bitly/41pgrT5). Adarkar
presented an integrated plan of health,
maternity and employment injuries
Insurance to the Indian government on
August 15,1944, which became the basis
for the Empluyem State Insurance (ESI)
Actof 1948. 1t offered multidimensional
soclal security forindustrialworkers, The
EST Scheme (ESIS) was inaugurated on
February 24,1952 Two years later came
the Central G

by a health insurance | financing
scheme, ranging from L1.8% in
Andaman & Nicobar lslandsto 87.8%1n
Rajasthan (Natlenal Family Health Sur-
vey [NFHS] 2019-21),

2) Half of Indian households do not
generally use a government health facil-
Ity—48% of them due to poor quality of
care, The latter figure varies from 1 7% in
Mizoram to 6 2% in Bihar (NFHS).

3) &0% of Indian women had at least
one problem in accessing health care
when sick (NFHS).

4320 of Indianwomen (15-49 years)
had contact with a government health
worker over the past three months This

figureranged from 118 in Chandigarhto
54% in Karnataka (NFHS),

5) 4900 of the households that sought
OPD care and / or hospitalisation faced
catastmptuc hea]thupﬂu!ltum[H Ejand
15

{HALE) went up by 9 years overa period
of 29 years (1990-2019), coming
down by 2 years over the two Covid-19
years, Its HALE was 61 vears in 2019,
with avariation of 10 years between its

out- states (67 years in Goa and 57
of-pocket HE, HE pu.sheg 32-39 million in Uttar Pradesh),
Indlans'belcm...:,.. ¥ year UHC s based on the core principles of
(i ty 3 xSy 7). quality and equality. India’s UHC policy

The situation s equally worrisome as
farasthe qualityof health services Is con-
cernedvis-a-vis'desired healthoutcomaes?

1) India’s total fertility rate (TFR)
declined from 5.7 to 2.0 during 1950~
2023 (World Population Prospects: The
2024 Revision | WP, It ranged from 1,1
In Sikkim to 3.0in Bihar(NFHS)

2) India's infant mortality rate (IMR)
came down frem 176 to 13 during
1950-2023, but it was still the waorld's
largest contributor to infant deaths in
2023 (5,25 lakh) (WP}, IMR, according
to the NFHS, was 35 in India during
2019-21 and ranged from 3 in
Fuducherry to 50 in Uttar Pracesh.

3) India's healthy life expectancy

should focus on the reduction of inequal-
itles in core health outcomes, The TFR.
target should be 2.1 {replacement level
fertility), while the IMR target should be
zero for all states and socioeconomic
groups, Inequality should be measured
and pelicy priosity assigned vis-a-vis the
distance from these, As far as HALE is
concerned, we should aspire for the
highest in the world— 76 years in Singa-
pore—as well as the reduction of inter-
state and inter-group differentials to
ensure aggregate as well as distributive
growth, 1f our economic aspiration is to
be theworld's third largest econ. OLLE
soclal aspiration !h;glﬁ‘d be tm the
healthiest country.

HEALTHY LIFE EXPECTANCY IN INDIA, STATES AND UTs, 1990-2021
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THE EDITOR

Fruits of toil

While most major economies are

Instagram and YouTube there, Iullmﬂhmgspmalwa:lmt for espe-
clally for sn t it AUS ban would be devastat-
ing for ByteDance, but also im lJlL- more than 170 millien Americans on the app.
Finding a compromise for Tik Tok could be a first mp toward de- encalanun of
thistechwar, US], ! hould f ive social medi
tion that prevents any apps from putennalsecurlry risks, In the meantime, thlg
battle is only slated to get uglier. Companies will be forced to choose sides with
costly results, and consumers will feel the crunch.

with inflationary
trends,China finds itself in a state of
deflation, its economy has long been
driven by external consumption,
which has mow tapered down in
volatile geopolitical realities and
supply chain disruption, Export prices
of 40% of its major products have

fallen, from industrial materials to
integrated circuits and food, On top of
this, due toa sheggish economy at
home, Chinese companies are
redirecting excess inventories to
export into other countries As a
result, our steel exports ane gaoing
dowen and our imports are
increasing. Raising tariffs on Chinese
imports may be alimited solution,
= Marayanan, Mavi Mumbai

Parliamentary chaos

The current chacs in the Parliament
poses major worries about the future
of democratic dialogue, Why are the
rulimg Mational Democratic Alliance
(WMD) regime and the oppaosition
Indian Mational Developmental
Inclusive Alance (INDIA) unable to join
in honest debate on critical issues Bke
the Adani charges? The ruling party's

hesitation in discussing several topics
& worying. Parliament should see
health debates. Let us hope all parties
wiork together to ensure that all
subjects are discussed ina
constructive manner, This is important
for the proper functioning and
governance of our economy.

—Anshu Bharti, Begusarai

Wit to us at feletters@expressinda.com
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Syriain focus
Advantage Israel, Turkey at expense of Iran, Russia

nother Middle Eastern regime has been

toppled, this time in Syria. Syria is a small

country with a population of just over two
crore. But in terms of nuisance value to the West it
has punched way above its weight. The president,
Bashar al-Assad, ran a very harsh government
aligning himself openly with Russia and Iran.

To Russia, he provided access tothe

_ Mediterranean and to Iran, safe havens
fromwhich Hamas and Hezbollah could

_ operate against Israel. Neither endeared
him to the US. A concerted effort to
remove him from power was therefore
inevitable. Wearly halfa million people
have either been killed or displaced in the
civil war that broke out about 13 years ago,
During this war some Western powers and
Russia also got involved. Assad managed to
survive the war but, as it turns out, not for
long, Now he and his regime have been
chased away by an Islamist group and he is
reported to have found safe passage to
Russia. It will also take some time for the
smoke to clear. Meanwhile the world is
wondering how things will pan out, The
only thing that"s known for certain is that
power has been snatched away from a Shia
regime and now rests with a Sunni one. It
was one of those anomalies of history that
apredominantly Sunni population was
ruled by Shias. Now that anomaly too is
gone forever.

Whoelse, apart from the Sunni people
of Syria, are likely to benefit from this
massive change? Israel, for sure, becanse
of the elimination of Iran from Svria,
Turkey, for another, as it not only sharesa
long border with Syria but also becawse it
has helped to train the rebels. It has also
been worried that Syria could break up
with a separate Kurdistan. There's not
much love lost between the Turks and the
Kurds. The West, however, has been
supportive of the idea of a separare
Kurdistan. But that can change very
quickly now. All Syria's neighbours will be
watching the unfolding scenario in Syria
because each has a different concern. But
until the new rulers settle down it's hard
to say what's going to happen. Inthe
meantime, there will be one more reason
to worry about heightened uncertainties
in an energy exporting region. This sudden
addition of another factor that adds to
regional and global uncertainty is probably
going tobe the main outcome at least
during 2025, This has been the patternall
over the Middle East ever since the first
regime change happenedin Iran in 1953,
Thanks to the concentration of oil and gas
reserves in the vast swathe of land from
Turkey to Iran the region has become the
cockpit of the world.

The change of personnel in the White
House in America might or might not help
in mitigating the situation. The
president-elect Donald Trump's moves
willbe keenly warched. India, a mere
bystander, can only keep its fingers
crossed that a major conflagration is
avoided if and when Iran and Russia decide
to counter the new Western influence in
the region.

OTHER VOICES.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

The GOP’s 2025 reconciliation fight

Republicans seem to ke circular firing squads, 5o the non-surprise of 2024
is that they are akeacly brawing over their strategy for gowerring when they
control Corgress and the White House ne yesr, GOP Senatars are offering
the smarter wiy to go. Republicans will be in the fortunate position nest year
af hawing twa bites at "budget reconciiation,” which under Senate rules lets
therm pass bills with 51 votes. That's how Senate Democrats passed the §1.9
trillion spending blowout in March 2021 ard the Inflation Reduction Act in
2022 e party-line veate, Sonn-to-be Senate Majarity Leader Jaha Thune
wiants to jump-start the Dorald Trumg Presidency by using the first
reconciiation to pass the GOP'S top pricrities — maney for border security,
inereasing energy preduction and defence. The poal would be to pass this by
early FErUary. mm s woossns

Stale narrative of ‘Chinese debt trap”

I rescert year s, selidarity and cooperation amang the “Global South™
courtries have proven that development is the fundamental truth and the
fpenuine reed of the vast majority of "Glebal South” countries, It it in the face
of targible development schievements that Western smear over Chinas
caaperation with a wide range of develaping countries has been effectivedy
dispelied Take the so-caled dest trap frequertly mentioned by some in the
Wit — there i a grawing rumber of “Glabal Sauth” natiens rejecting this

RK PATTHNAIK

tis clear that price stability and
Liquidity management got
precedence over economic
min the Monetary Policy
irtee resolution of
December &, 2024, and artendant
statements from the RBI. Even though
real growth measured in rerms of GDP
at constant prices has slowed
substantially in (2 of 2024-25 1o 5.4 per
cent & against 8.1 per centin Q2 of
2023-24, the MPC has refrained froma
iy repo rate cut witha 4:3 woting by
p-ul i Eﬂ n the words of the ¢

REL Go'uemon “...only with
durable price stabilicy can a strong
foundation be secured for high growth.”

MPC has revised the real growth rate
dowmwards and the CPI-combined
growth raze upwards in its December &
position as comy withthe October &
resolution (see Table ).

The slewdown in real growshin Q2 to
5.4 per centand the increase in
CPl-combined inflation rate oo 6.2 per
cent in October {which was highest
since 2023) have been termed as an
“aberration” by the governor. To prove
this point, as set out in the Table, the
Emuﬂlmlﬂsbem pru’ecudh her as
3 percmandmﬂahonm(ehas een
reduced to4 per cent in Q2 of 2025-26.

Given the potential uncertainty
arising out of the subdued performance
ofthe mufacmmixcmr the
slowdown in wrbal and coupled
with weak investment sentiments, there
are doubts about the optimistic growth
forecast. Geopolitical tension and

o

businessline.
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Managing inflation gets
recedence overg rowth

Octd Dec & octd Decé Decs

2425 (FY)

Ti2E 26 (1) 202526 (G2)

W Growth M Inflation

new MPC members have been differing

ldbea
p-unemlalthrea: tocommaodity prices
and a potential threat to contimuing fuel
group deflation for the 14th consecutive
month till Oetober 2024, In addition,
clarity on monsoon and climate change
has not unfolded. Therefore, there is
big question mark in bringing down the
inflation rate forecast to the average of 4
per cent in (2 as mandated in flexible
Inflation targeting (FIT).

Asalluded o earlier, when price
stahbility is the prjnrlryand the RETis
focused on controlling inflarion and
anchoring inflation expectations, the
econcary must then gee a “disinflation
B'Iﬂe path”whichwould come at the

However, in marked
n:m‘trasl: tothis, the inflarion and growth

with the monetary stance and palicy
repe rate cut. Since the October 2024
MPC resolution, the stance has been
neurral to provide “fedbility to monitos
the progressand outlook on d.lqmﬂatwn

that price stability is essential for
sustained growth, and if groweh
slowdown lingers beyond a point, it may
need policy support. The Governor hag
alsoemphagised the ceiticality of the
timing of a decision. However, given that

andgrowth and teact appi
However, the MPC has r.hepollcy
repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent for
the past 12 MPC eycles or past 24
manths,

The Cctober 2024 print of higher
inflarion (6.2 per cent)) sccompanied

chdawn( t:|f81'\:w|1\.'|:||[:.e‘r B)OS 4PEK‘P;I|(II'PY

02 0f 2024-25 h d doub

s have voted for a rate cut,
forward guidance on the pelicy repo rate
cut would have been appeopriate at this
time. This was missing.

LIQUIMTY MANAGEMENT
Now Let us tuen to liquidicy management.
Ty the RBI and the decision on

whether India is facing “stagflation™
However, such a view is erroneous, given
that it is based on limited da;ngum:, of
October 2024 inflation rate

growth rate.

estimates hmm(exp]l.culy Eni
this. Estimates show inflation as coming
down from 4.6 per cent in Q1 to 4 per
centin Q2 of 2025-26,and growth as
ing up to 7.3 per cent from 6.1 per cent
?r?\‘lni sapmz per?eud_ Howrwill tlquwe'nrk’
l:&cr:(h:wusz|n||erer|(|\

Thedebe:eunpullcyre rate cut and
Inflation management in the MPC
resolution is not new. Both the old and

In the abs X, [tis imyp
o flag the outgoing Governor's remark
The RBI is not quite sure
about the movement of
inflation. In addition,
it is concerned about the
tightening of rupee and
dollar liquidity

io (CRE) and raising interest
rate on Foreign Currency Non-Resident
Bank [FCNR(B)] deposits. The REI
Gowvernor announceda reduction in
CRE by 50 basis point in two equal
tranches of 23 bps with effect from the
fortnight beginning December 14 and
Diecember 28, respectively. This wil
restore CRE to 4 per cent and would
release primary liguidity of abour ¥1.16

currently) and for maturity of theee to
five years (ARR plus 500 bps as against
my;rumhpacumn T:E:ﬁa

mm%s&ry measure available till March

These two measures have been taken

the REl 10 mnaﬁe the potential

rseimpm of gh:emng system
liquidiry in the coming months due to
Tax out uscres:‘e in
elreulazion, and volarility in capital
flows. Per Weekly Staristical
Supplement [WS) data, forex reserves
declined h)-'SlT.?ﬁbil]iondun'nq the
week ended November 15, This bes
that the RBI has sold these dollars to
address the volatility in the foreign
exchange market as the
d.eplzgsﬂedagmnq: mmdmm
«capital outfiows,

‘While the reductionin CRRisa
weloome move, encousaging capital
flows through debt instruments like NEI
depasits is a matrer of concern as
external debt will increase, asalsothe
interest payment on external debt. As on
June 2024 — the kavest dare for which
data available — the cutstanding NRI
depasits stood at $194.1 billion,
accounting for 28 4 per cent of rotal
external debt. Further, an increase in
NEI depasits as a debt instrument will
Tbe a burden as it will be repaid from the
forex reserves.

Toconchude, the REI is not quite sure
about the movement of inflazion. In
addition, it is concerned about the
'ughmmngufrupee and dollar liguidicy
but is somewhar comfortable with the

h trajectory. Therefore, in the
December 2024 monetary pnllcy

lakh erore to the banking system. The
second announcement related vo
FCNR(E) deposits where the interest
rates has been raised for maturity of cne

g inflationand
]|qu|d.1qrmnagemen:geu precedence
over growth,

Thawriter kaformer central barker and Professorat +
thsbe oF Poll

ws:mlen('hsn ﬂlme‘t;esrz J’()u'er'nl ht
Alternative R us

400 bps as against ARR plus 250 bps
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Institutions must act when freebies go overboard

The CAG must use its pawers to force State governments to disclose all risky, extra-budgetary practices

Govind Bhattacharjee

synonymous with cash handouts to

the sccounts of beneficiaries. After
the NDA's electoral sweep of
Maharashzra in the recent Assembly
elections, artributed largely toits Ladki
Mun Yn]m it is now clear that

d

I nelusive development has become

Fe‘ann'e ufe]ectnrsl politics,
The Yojna, n:mm% the exchequer

T4 DDCI crore anmually, offers a monthly
stipendof ¥1,500t0 nearly 25 crore
women in Maharashtra. The BIFhad
resisted the practice until now, believing
that its development record alone would
suffice to win votes, bur having been

whether they belong to the SC/ST
Category oF Rot.

Assembly elections in Karataka,
Himachal Pradesh and Telangana, and
earlier in Punjab, were won by the
oppesition parties by promising several
sm:h guarantees. Dgilhn Dé;a.n

(hese pmm)‘uﬂ involving direct benefit
rransfera seamless process, and voters
Enow that unlike in the past, parties
would now implernent them. Afrer all,
unlike implementing developmental
schemes and delivering their benefits to
alarge section of population which
require many glitches to be fixed,
wransferring cashis rather easy.

STRUGGLING TO FIND RESOURCES
are pushiny lic

‘hastised in the Parli ¥ elections, Burt] hand:
has now embraced the freebies
bandwagon.
]n()dl}m’&(hemp' P edthe

debt to unsustainable levels. Many
States are now struggling to find

Subhadra scheme to provide one crove
women direct financial assistance of
50,000 ower five years at a cost of
55,825 crore.

West Bengal has perhaps the largest
number of such handout schemes,
covering practically every section of
voters, ineluding its much-touted
Lakshmir Bhandar under which 2.2
crore women get 1,200 or ¥1,000 every
month in their accounts, depending on

o pay salaries to their
employees, like in Himachal Pradesh
whose debt ratio has soared to 42 per
cent of GSDE-

In Karnaraka, Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge recently chided
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah for making
electoral promises he cannot fulfil —
Karnaraka's fiscal deficit is projected w
swell from 146,622 crore, or 2 per cent of
GSDPin FY23, Le before the election, to
82,980 crore, or 3 per cent of GSDP, in

HANDOUTS, Costing the exchequer

FY25. High fiscal deficic means higher
cost of capital for private borrowers
whichinevirably leads to flight of capiral.
Thishas kappened in Karnataka.

The State's total FDI has fallen from
$22billion in 2021-22 to only $6.57
Billion in 2023-24, benefiting Gujaeat in
the process.

igh barrowing also imposes
additional burden in the form of higher
inzerest which currails developmental
expenditure, additionally causing higher
inftation. All these impact growth, and
for the first time in. mﬁf vears, in FY24,

Karnaraka's reslﬁww(hcfﬁﬁ percent
fell below the national growth rate of 7.2
per cent.

The need for more money is making
some States resost to practices which
can be perilous for public finance.
Sometimes (heyforce their public sector
entities o raise loans on the basis of

government guarantees to finance
welfare schemes which are not budgeted
and hence do not add to fiscal deficits,
Tbut these loans are nevertheless
serviced from State revenues.

Sometimes, even the future revenues
are pledged to an escrow account to

these loans, as in Andhra Pradesh,

Kerala or MP, whichis an
unconstitutional peactice, and hides
such liabilities from public eye. Some
States are even levying certain cess and

ing their proceeds for servicing these
loans, while the Constitution allows
only the Centre to levy a cess.

can neither expect politicians te

restrain their promises, nor vorers to

nish them for irres) ibili

r|s|:|r|.1t|¢:-nl1]'kaethelg’erm i

‘Commission and even the Supreme
‘Court have proved ineffective here.
Under Article 150 of the Constitution,
‘CALG is responsible for prescribing the
format of government accounts, which
includes mandatory disclosures. CAG
«can force the governments to disclose
rigky, extra-budgetary practices. Thar
may be asmall improvernent to begin
with.

Tha writer, afarmar Diractor-Genaral with CAG of
India is currently aProfessor of Practiceat the Arun
Jaicley National instibuee of Financial Management.
iewsare personal
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Loan write-offs

all, the people should questian the

by past to

he Editor’, The

Liree, Kasturi Buildings, 825-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002,

ranigated a difficult grawi ar

The news repart that #SBs wrate off  authoritiesabout their misdeeds. glatal erviranment, while ssuring
#7lakh crare’ (December 1) should mohan relations between Mint Street and

semsitise sl concermed talockinta [rm— Hicrth Block were harmenizus, The
the functicning af banks imespecthe challenge of the niew governcr & to
aftheir being public sectar or RBIchief's challenges steerthe bank through aperiodf

private. Baks lay cut stringant Thaappaintment of Sar glataland

conditicas when extending small asthe new RS Governoe comesata M Jeyaram

Ipans, and they aften confrcate o
auction the pledged propertiesto
recover the amount. But often such
due difgenceis not eecissd when
tandingut huge laans, especialytn

time when the cauntry's eccozenyis
grapaling with unrelentinginflatian
and shuggish growth and the growing
clamaur te =ae policy rates s
support growth, Hisappaintment

corpares.
dueta paitical pressure, callausness
afthe afficials, r carmuption, Either

‘s thirking
thata bureaucrat & better able to

pr——]

Insurance plans

This refars to At 2.42 lakh crors, life
irsurers see growth in new
premiums’ (December 113 Giving
out commencable figures and

manage {5

nsurance penetration?isthe stark
reality that these growth gures
oty mask the lapsided o
detrimental effect of current
insurance pracucts that deny the
mast mesdy — breadwinners of
comman houssholds — fram
geeting adequate, affcrdable
insurance coverage. What is Being
affered asa comba af swings and
i etk

This refers to Elesating
manufacturing to global standards’
{December 11} Firms in india must
strive for manufacturing excellence,
which i turn will attract greater
irvestments and apportunities o
particpate in glabal value chains,
Manufacturing stanclards arethe
foundation that erables industries to
delhver highquality peocucts,

p Fad abysmally
indermnity and return (an
imvestment) frart.

Efforts should be directed 2t
desigringand popularising pure

P alefficiency,
enl-me..,ampemwen:ss:rdm:n
glabal demands. For Indian
manufacturers to thrivein damestic
and ghabal markets, maintsining

narrative. Some Western countries have long used the "debe trap™ theory to wth:uhmmb&ssb:rneb{(h: and the Finarce Ulnmrykh:ran For LICand cther players, the news imsurance’ plans. stringere quality is non-negotiable.
unifairly label China's coogeration with a vast rummbes of developing ce depasitors. Th wermed  independ item highlights the sunshine sector Jose Abraham P Wictor Selvaraj
This has besn engaing for Guite orme M. praes, o shioukd be held accountable. Abowe predecessor, ShabtikantaDas, deftly  for businesses Missed inthebypeof  eskom K [res—

B Mt Lt Phat Mo 8, Wdyeg Vinar, Greater Noida Dt Gastam Bu th agar, ULP. 201306, an beha of THO PUELSHING YT, LTLL Act). CETURET
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Transtorming agriculture
Holistic collective farming, a boon for small farmers

—
 Raghavan

heagricultural landscape
T of Indlia isa tale of stark

contrasts, Onone hand,

landowmers thrivewith

access to resources and capital; on
the ather, small and marginal
farmers struggle tosustain
themselves on fragmented plots
of land.

These farmers are caught ina
viclous eyele of diminishing
lanwdholdings, kack of resources,
and predatory moneylenders.

However, anew model of
haolistic collective farming offersa
beacon of hope. This innovative
approachaims to pool fragmented
landholdings, empower small
farmersthrough collective efforts,
and ensure sustainable, profitable
farming p::n:tlww.

Inmamy fars mani
land inheritance traditions have
led tova steady reduction in farm
sizes over generations, Small plots
ofland, often less than an acre, are
insufficient tosustain a family.

Without access to reliablewater  model. First, the farmersare
sources, quality seeds, or market financial secure earning bath
knowledge, these furmers struggle  wages and profit sharea.

o make ends meet. Many fall prey ‘Two, the natural farming

to moneylenders who charge peactices bead toimproved soil

exorbitant interest rates, pushing health and sustainable system.

them deeper into debe. Collective farming fosters
community cooperation, reduces

FARMING. Towardh a collective
approach i

among farmers based on their
land contribution,

Education and the future: To
arvest further fragmentation of
land, the model encourages
farmens to document their
children's names in land records,

s From the collective
farming initiative can fund their
education, enabling them to
pursue careers outside
agriculture,

The are many benefits of this

6,

COLLECTIVE FARMING dependence onmoneylenders.
‘This model seeks to transformthe  Joint ownership througha pooled
lives of small farmers by model halts laind fragmentation.

addressing their most pressing
challenges. The approach
involves:

Pooling Lamd: Farmers retain
mnhlp:ﬂ':lu:ll]:ndhur agres

their plots into acollective

un t. This creates larger,
contiguous areas for r:lnnlng,

Redirecting farm income
toward children’s education
creates opportunities for upward
mobility and diversification of
livelihoods.

The helisticcollective farming
model is not just an economic
inltiative; it ks avision for soclal

which improves efficiency o, By

scalability. traditional knowledge with
Collaborating with Sockal modern sustainability practices, it

Entreprencurs: A offers away torguvenate India’s

non-exploltative social
entrepreneur provides initial
capital, access towater resources,  trust-building within

seeds,and |mrh‘tuqu.h:nm]u communitics, transparent
Theey also b [ ce, and the active
experts to train farmers in Involvement of social
sustainable practices. entrepreneurs and policymakers,

Natural Farming Techniques: ‘Toscale this initiati
Farmersare taught to prepare pevernment bodies, NGOs, and
organic fertilisersusingcowdung,  private stakeholders must come
cow urine, jaggery, lentil flour,and  together. Financial incentives,
wirgin soil. This cost-effective such as subsidies for natural
method enhances soil fertilityand  farming inputs or tax benefits for
reduces dependency onexpensive  soclal entrepreneurs, could
chemicalinputs. accelerate adoption,

Revenue distribution: Simultaneously, robust
Farmers receive daily wages for educational campaigns can
their labour, ensuring financial highlight the model s bencfits,
stability. After the harvest, encouraging more farmers o
nwnu_uﬁw;nhc H:I.c_ofpylfe:r.hx't participate,

€

farming sector, The sucoess of
suchamodel depends on

Thewehter i former Director Petrolum, Indin
O Corporatinn (8P Lk, Murbal

-
expenses are deducted, and the
remaining profits are shared

thehindubusinessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.
December 12, 2004

Forex reserves vault by $3.79 billion, touch $130.7 billion
Thie country's lovex reserves soared by §3.79 bilian for the week ended
Diecember 3, 2004, the highest 2004, 4 per the
latest RE tics reing ta analysts, revaluation gairs, rotat
irvestment inflows and interverition by the central bark in the dore
market aided the incredible surge in reserves to $130.717 bilion, s
$126923 bilion in the previous week,

redion seen in o week

ST Telemedia-TM Intl to acquire 47.7% stake in Idea Cell

Singapore Technokogies Telerneda and Th nter al have announced that

approsmately §390 milkon (or over Rs 1,755 crores), said a press release
Polyplex arm to list on Thai bourse

Patyplex Thailand Ltd, subsidiary of listed company Pobyples Corpor
set to make its debut on the Thailand Stack Exchange with its IO lsting on
December 15. This is the first time that a company of Indian parent is being
listed on the Thailand Stack Exchange.

HARSIMRAN SANDHU

hen Shaktikanta Das

assumed office as the

Governor of the

Reserve Bank of India

(REL) in December
2018, scepticism and curiosity followed.
A seagoned bureauceat with along
stintat the Ministry of Finance, Das was
perceived by some as a safe choice given
the friction that prevalled then between
the RELand the government.

His predecessor, Urjit Patel, had
resigned amid controversies over RBI
reserves and its regulatory
independence, heightening public
seruting on the new Governor's
approach.

Inthe years since, Das has not only
quelled many of these apprehensions
but has also emerged as a pragmatic
reformer. His tenure is characterised by
amixof erisis management,
modernization initiatives, .I.Ildpmlﬂ'
reforms that have helped d

om handling ¢

critical sectors, thereby averting a
")'N[lek mll.ar

(if) Covid- 19 response: Monetary
Easing and Support: The onset of the
Covid-19 pandemic brought
unprecedented economic challenges.
Dras led the REin deploying aggressive
measures, including significant interest
rate cuts, a six-month loan moratorium
for borrowers, and targeted liquidity
infusion programmes,

These actions mitigated economic
distress and provided much-needed
relief o businesses and individuals.

(i) Central Bank Digital Currency
(CRDC): Das’s tenure has also been
marked by a forward-looking approach
to digital innovation, The RBI launched
apilat for the digital rapee, signalling
India's entry into the era of central bank
digital currencies. This initiative is
poised to modernise India’s payment
systems and enhance financial inclusion.

(iv) Strengthened oversight of

rative banks: Followi
high-profile banking failures like the
PMC Bank fraud, the RBI tightened its
supervisory framework for cooperative
banks. These institutions were brought
undcl utrl.ucl regulatory oversight,

strengthen India’s financial system,

KEY REFORM!

(1) Tackling the NBFC liquidity crisis
l:l.Lst:::knﬁ‘n.cdunm;.u'rnlh nging time
marked by the | LEFS crisis, which had
triggered a liquidity crunch in the
non-banking financial company (NBFC)
sector,

Toaddress this, the REIunder Das
introduced targeted long-term repo
operations (TLTROs), aimed at
channeling liquidity o NBFCs and other

positor protection and
financ: st:lul: -
(v} Inflation targeting and

Das’ legacy will likely
be defined by his
ty to harmon
institutional independence
with a vision for long-term
financial stability and
madernisation

think -bl .5

and retorm

PRAGMATIC REFORMER.

monetary policy discipline: Das
maintained inflation targeting s
cornerstone of monetary poli
focus on price stability helped anchor
inflation expectations and contributed
toa stable macroeconomic
environment, even during periods of
global volatility.

(vi) Pmlnﬁt corrective action
framework: The revision of the Prompt
Corrective Action {PCA) framework
during his tenure has strengthened early
Intervention in distressed banks. This
proactive approach has improved asset
quality and ensured greater resilience in
the banking system.

(vil) Financial inclusion and digital
ﬁ:{yn«:uln: Unider Das's leadership, the

| has pushed for greater financial
Inclusion, encouraging digital payment
adoption thnmghﬁlal’}::rﬁu'llfc
These efforts have widened access us
hml:lwn. rvices, particularly in rural
and underserved areas.

In recent months, the relationship
between the RBI and the government
has seen its share of hack-and-forth
debates. Key points of contention have
revolved around the REI's
Inflation- targeting feamework and its
cauthous stance on growth-focused

rasures amidse rising fiscal pressures.
The government has sought more
accommadative policies to
economic growth, while Das has
emphasised the importance of
anchoring inflation expectations and
maintaining macroeconomic stability.

The issue of surplus reserve transfers
has also resurfaced, with the
F:m:mmcnl secking additional funds

rom the RBI vo address fiscal gaps. Das
has maintained a cautious approach,
ensuring that the central bank's balance

IBFC liquidity — the outgoing

sheet remains robust to safeguard
financial stability. This delicate
tug-of-war highlights th !
of managing the RBI's awtonon
challenging economic and political
environment.

BALANCING AGT

Das's leadership has been a study in
balance — navigating the tightrope
between RENs independence and the
need for constructive engagement with
the government. While he has worked
closely with the government on
Initiatives like credit support schemes
and lgquidity measures, he has also
defended the central bank's
independence on key issues.

His handling of sensitive topies

reflects anuanced approach that
prioritises both institutional integrity
and national ecconomic interests,

Das's tenure as RBI Governor
exemplifies adaptive leadership during
tumultuous times. By addressing
immediate challenges, such as the NBFC
crisis and pandemic-induced economic
shocks, and implementing
forward-looking reforms, he has
fartified India's financial system against
future uncertainties.

Drespite recent tensions, his
pragmatic, consultative style has
ensured that the REI remains both
Independent and collaborative —a
critical balance inan evolving financial
landscape.

Shakeikanta Das’ legacy will likely be
defined by his ability to harmonise
Institutional independence with a vision
for long-term financial stability and
modemisation.

The writer [ Professor of Fnanceat T Ghazkabad

UZHAVAR app: Digital path to farmers’ welfare

E Saranya Davi
VA Anand
he UZHAVAR app is
I transformi thcg}:lcult‘unl
landscape of Tamil Nadu, by

bridging the gap between farmers and
essential government schemes,

The app empowers farmers through
aunified Imul.Flarfnrm_]t simplifies
access to agricultural information,

government subsidies, and expert
advisory services,

By integrating the efforts of critical
departments such as agriculture,
horticulture, agricultural engineering,
seed certification and marketing, in
collaboration with Tamil Nadu
Agricultural Undversity (TNAL) and
the Tamil Nadu Warershed
Development Agen: tl‘li‘ UZHA\'A.IE

beneficiaries ave from agriculture, 1.6
million from hortieulture, and the rest
across engineering and marketing
Support.

The accompanying table presents a
detailed breakdown of beneficiaries
acrogs various departments,
showeasing the schemies significant
outreachand impact.

Farmers now experience greater
security through initiatives like the
“Chief Minister's Mannuyir Kaathu
Mannuyir Kaappom Scheme', which
shields them from financial distress
cavsed by crop losses due to climatic
adversities.

Similarly, the 'Rainfed Arca
Development - IFS 2024-25' scheme:
has equipped rainfed reglons with
Irrigation systems, erop diversification
strateghes, and water conservation

Number of beneficiaries

Departmant iU o 2824
Agricu ture 19,13,685
Harticulture 16,14,918
Enginearing 1,138
Marketing 3,091
Total 25,32,832

Sowron: tnaprknet.tn.gav

‘the way for sustainable farming and
catering to the growing demand for
hiealthy grains.

Additionally, the “TN Irrigated
Agriculture Modernization Project’ has
optimised irrigation systems,

niﬁﬁnﬂ!im%m N water-use

fency while boosting crop yields,
Cnmlﬂrmcnh‘? efforts through the
‘Kal Al Village

Appand lts variety
timely, accurate, and actionable
resources to farmers,

Since its ince ption, the UZHAVAR
A.plp has touched the lives of over 3.5
milllion farmers, providing a wide array
of services aimed at enhanc
productivity and ensuring financial
stability.

Of these, over 1.9 million

y g consistent yield.
In the quest for nutritional security,
Rrugr‘ammcn suich as the ‘Food and
utritional Security (FNS)
Nutri-Cereals 2023-24' initiative have
encouraged the cultivation of millets,
which are both drought-resistant and
nutritious.
Coupled with the ‘TN Millet
Misston', these programmes are paving

Agricultural Development Program®
provide integrated resources and
‘training at the village level, fostering
grassroots-level empowerment.

ADIGITAL FUTURE

The app's real-time features, suchas
access to market prices, weather
updates, fertilizer stock, and

s, have
lwulmiu:llncdtlr;:dcclnlan-nnklng
process for farmers,

For instance, the ‘Uzhavar e-Market'

latform connects farmers directly to
yers, cutting out intermediaries and
cnham:l.n%prnﬁu

While thie UZHAVAR App has made
significant strides, the jowrney towards
afully digitized and farmer-centric
agricultural ecosystem is ongodng,
Future enhancements could include
Al-driven predictive analytics for crop
health, expanded sccess to global
markets through enhance
e-commerce platforms, and tailored
training modules for modern
agricultural techniques,

The app's success demonstrates the
potential of technology to
revolutionise teaditional farming,
creating a more resilient, productive,
and sustainable agricultural
community in Tamil Nadu.

For continued support and updates,
farmers are encouraged to visit
tnagrisnetingoy.

Deviis Assistant Professor, AJK College of Arts and
Selericn Colage, Calmbators, and Anand s Asslstant
Prafessar, Alagappa Linvershty, Karakud

® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2587

EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

02, Theatrical backer (5) 0. French esuntry hiouse (7) 02, e may back pl 01 Infistial talk on French water with a wine pradicer (7)
05, Male voice (4) 02. Noachi T3 05, Fram a pram one 02, Take top aff 7 1 1)

07, Canine voice (4) 03, Young females (5) 07. Diog would seund wasning to leading bear 03, Sugar and spice are productive of women when young (5)
0. e thing that fails in 04, Beought dewn by iiness (833 erallt (4) 04, Didrit make onesell ebvious, being stricken by iliness (4,3)
shawer {8) 05, Rotten, very poor { 0, Ridl apron of a particle of water that fals () nat gead to be frst with publicity (3)

09, A setting back (6) 06, Packs away (5) 09, Revaals the Right swing to be a setback (1) 06, Packs a stearmship with fla ibees {5)

11, 1s campelled to (4) 10 Respected man in church {5) e be s moukdy smell (4) 10, He has a re o place in the kirk for a tree (5)

12, Tweritieth of atan (13)

1. Supplies of utibties to homes (5) 12, County g

tanicl by, onie |6 told, with heaviness (13) 11, Scots own in writing of electricity, water and gas

15, Tie boat up (4) 13, Make gain at others 15, Heath & oy supphies (5)
17, asured i expense (7) 17. Nevspapers certain not to have begun such strarg 13, A deed of derring<da one may make use of (7)
il (1) 14, Crep (7 darmand (4} 14, Gather ene less bair undergarment (7)

19, Waterproal garment (8) 19, M turnie

21 could be a baron that has sc

16, ke speeches (5)
sal: (1) 16, Consurmed (5)

22, Retain (4) 20, Chill f
23, Brought to correct pitch {5} 21, Uncpened flover (3)

16, Speak in public ar take a tea-tireak {5)
told (5)
Ne)

is, one will stop at the cutset (3)

21, Cowen

o make () 18, Food being fnished by school, ane

g in the air (3) 22,0 part of the castle not ¢ 20, Move fast b pinch o messure of the s

. which, in the t

23, Adjusted pach of duet ta inchide finale of Lahengrin (5) 21

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2586

ACROSS 1. Misdemeanour 8. Appraise 9. Leafl 11, Salve 12, Epicene 13
DOWN 2. Irgel 3. Dealen 4. Master 5 Overeat 6. Refreshr

asy 15 Iich 19. Finance 20, Thase 22. llls 23. Apparent 24, Enterprising

ns 7, Laisser-faire 10. Sip 14, Snglet 16 sy 17. Pepper 18, Stearrs 21, Ocean
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Why animals kill their young: many reasons, not just accident

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 11

ATIGRESS killed her three newborm cubs in
azoo in West Bengal's Siliguri last week
while carrying them in her mouth. Her teeth
damaged the windpipes of twocubs and the
skull of the third. A zoo official described the
deaths as “accidental”.

‘This was the second litter of Rila, the ti-
ress, who had strugiled with her first litter
aswell In the same zoo, Rika's sister Kika had

prophesied that ane of his children would
dethrone him. (Zeus escaped because Rhea,
Cronus’s consort, gave him a rock disguised

i Zeus, which Cronus swall, B

was abandoned by her mother Sruti two
days after the delivery.
W Earlier, in May 2013, leopard Basanti
)

The myths of Dedipus and Perseus pivot
on the abandonment of infants due to the
perceived threats they posed to their father
or grandfather.

-And among animals
It is not Uncommon inanimals either,
The male of the species is responsiblie for
mmtmlanncldnmﬂrmld Upon taking aver

lost both her cubs last year — one died soon v and female
after birth, and Kika ! | the second, “scubs, especially the males, onip
Ieading to seven ition, it his higoelline.

Infanticide in mythology...
Infanticide has been a recurrent theme
in human history and mythology.
The ancient Spartans abandoned weak
and deformed newborns at the Aps

Farlesscommon are instances of filial in-
Fanticide in which the mother kills her cubs.

Resource management

Like the Spartans animals o not imest
hard- ing. This

{place of rejection] on the shope of Mount
Taygetus in southem Greece, the philosopher
Plutarch wrote,

In Greek mythology, Cronus, the father of

is why maothers, both in the wild and in cap-
tivity, often reject or kill their cubs selectively
togive the survi ance.

IInSmcmbchﬂlB alion cub bom se-

Zeus, devoured his after it was

ight in Kolkata's Mlipore Zoo

werely

Tris WorD MEANS
GHOST GUN

A'privately made firearm’, a potentially untraceable
3D-printed gun, was found on US murder suspect

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 11

LUIGE MANGIONE, the 26-year-old vy
League graduate who is a suspect in the
killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thampsan, was arrested on Monday ata
MeDonald's in Altoona, Pennsyhania. He
wias allegedly in possession of a “ghost
un”, bulbets, multiple fale 105, and cash.

‘What are‘ghost.

Ghost guns, formally known as pri-
vately made firearms (PWF) are weapons
that can be assembled at home and are
potentialy untraceabile. They lack the se-
rial numbers marked on other fircarms,
which makes it difficult to track them.
Ghost guns can be pistols, revolvers, ri-
fles, shotguns, machine guns, ete,

Luigl Mangione, 26, suspected in
the Idlllng ofUnIledHeahIthier
Executive Brian Thompson, Reuters

guns were recovered and traced in 2021,

These guns can be made using a 30
printer or assembled from a kit. Police
suspect Mangione's gun may have been
made using a 30 printer.

The arrest warrant dt‘mlbcd it as "a

up Fram 8,504 in 2020, according to a
2021 report by the US Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobaceo, Firearms and Explosives [ ATF).

Are ghost guns legal inthe US?

hat appears
tobea 3D—pr.|n:nd Ioaded receiver with
ametal slide and silencer,” according to
areport by the BBC The gun was capable:
ol fering 8 fmim ro

The report also said many of the parts
required to make a ghost gun could be
legally bought without a background
check until Augest 2023,

ontrol remains a polaris-

ingt issue m the US, President Joe Biden
institubed a new rule in 2022 that man-
dated ghost guns to have similar regula-
tions as commercial firearms, including
a serial number and background checkes

baryers,

However, the measure was chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court, and a final
ruling has not Llccn issued in the case,

Are inthe
United States?

Ghost guns are increasingly being
used by criminals in the US due to their
untraceable nature.

In 2022, the US Department of justice
recovered 25,785 ghost guns in domes-
tic sedzures, marking a 1,300 per cent in-
crease from 2016,

Law enforcement agencies in the LIS
recovered and submitted nearly 38,000

of ghost guns
mmntlurmylstsﬂwa]margurthat
peaple haw: the right to bu:]d such
wder the Second A

tutht‘USCmsrltunDn wihich allows LIS
citizens the right to keep and bear
firearms,

The ather major firearms control law
mthl:US.thl:Gun Control Actof 1968, al-

p itizens o buil per-

sonal use. There are rcw regulations re-

suspected ghost guns between 2017 and
2021 As many as 19,273 suspected ghost

¥ Delii
© Prayagraj

guiring thermto i

1 her cub after 32 days ina zooin
Jamshedpur. Inhargram, also in Jharkhand,
anather zoo leopard, Harshini, fed her cub
Fr six weeks before killing it in May 2020
WinGwalior 2o, tigress Meena invested
six :munths in herfemale cub who was born
itin 2022 Her

time maothers and mothers who were or-
phaned in their infancy sometimes struggle
o rear cubs,

B In August 2019, lioness Kigali, a first-
time maother in Germany's Leipzig Zoo, de-
woured her two cubs while grooming them,

W In August 2014, lioness Megha, also a
first-time mother, picked up ber cubs within
houls of their birth in Indore Zoo, and all

othercub, a healthy male, . did well,

B In September 2023,
Sumatran tigress Zayana
killed her first cub after the
second cub of the litter was
stillbarn in Auckland Zoo. In
January 2024, she delivered a
healthy litter of three, and raised the cubs
well. Some experts believe the stillbirth over-
whelmed Zayana; others think she wanted
toinvestin a bigger litter.

Hormones, inexperience
Conception and delivery trigger specific
hormones to induce maternal behaviour, A
hormonal imbalance, say experts, can lead
toagiression in cats towards their cubs, First-

APURVAVISHWANATH &
AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEWY DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE QPPOSITION INDIA bloc parties in Rajya
Sabha are preparing to give notice to move a
medtion to impeach Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav for his
remarks at anevent organised by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad last week.

Justice Yadav, who was appointed as a
High Court judge in 2019, made several con-
troversial statements against minorities in
the speech, in which he sought to make a
case for a uniform civil code.

The Supreme Court has taken note of
Justice Yadav's speech, delivered on the
premises of Allahabad High Court, and has
asked the court for a detailed report.

By Wednesday evening, 38 MPs from var-
s Oppposition parties were beamt to have
signed the petition. The INDIA bloc has 85
MPs in the Upper House, and the petition
may be moved on Thursday if the 50 signa-
tures required by law can be obtained.

The impeachment process

The process of impeachment of a judge
of the Supreme Court is Lakd down in Article
124(4) of the Constitution of India, Article
218 says the same provisions shall apply in
relation to a judge of the High Court as well,

Under Article 124(4), a judge can be re-
maved by Parliament through a laid-down
procedure on enly two grounds: “proved
misbehaviour” and “incapacity”.

The provision states: "A Judge of the
Supreme Court shall not be removed from
hisaffice except by an order of the President
passed after an address by each House of
Parliament suppum:d by a majority of the

iy

traceahle

hip of that House

solong asth

bwo-third uflhcmcm-

are not i T
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IJcrs of the House present and voting has
been presented to the President in the same
session for such removal on the ground of
prowed misbehaviour or incapacity.”

In other wards, for an impeachment
maotion against an 5C or HC judge to go
through, at least two-thirds of those " pres-
ent and voting” in both Lok Salha and Rajya
Sabha must vote in favour of removing the
judge — and the number of vates in favour
st be more than 508 of the "total mem-
bership" of each House.

If Parliament passes such i vote, the
President wil order for

EXPLAINED

WILDLIFE

d of neck injuries.

W Rupa, a white tigress in Odisha’s
Mandankanan Zoo, stopped
fecding her first litter in March
2022, leading to the death of
twvorcutas, The thind was hand-
raised,

Win April 2004, an Adrican
lioness born in Pakistan's Bahawalpur Zoo
attended to her first litter of four cubs for a
couple of days before refusing to feed them,

Aninexgperiencod mather can beover-anx-
ious while grooming or restraining ber cubs,
Theyoften risk infiection to their cubs by seem-
ingly innocuous acts like licking the severed
umbilical cords vigoroushy. But inexperience
can lead to deadlier consequendces as well

Win May 2014, four newbaorm tiger cubs

were killed under the weight of their
mather Gauri in Ranchi's Bhagwan Birsa
Biological Parl.

W In May 2019, a tigress in Dublin zoo
relled over her cub minutes after birth, killing
it instanthy.

W And in June 2002, white tigress Ganga
killed one of her cubs by stepping on it in
Bokaro Zoo,

Mot all mothers get wiser with experience.

Afterdelivering acubin June 2022, tigress
Lee in Maharashtra's Gorewada Zoo
groomed it by licking before lifting it by the
tail to place it on dry grass. But while shift-
ing it the second time, her canines dug into
the cub's neck. In February 2018, the same
tigress had caused fatal neck and head in-
Juries to her four cubs,

Stress and insecurity

Even cats that are well accustomed to
captivity display an acute insecurity while
with cubs, and are often overcome by a des-
perate protection instinct.

In June 2012, when the regular lion
laccpcratHydcrahad’chhmZmlogl:alﬂarls
was absent

a 12-year-old lioness with two small cubs,
Startled by the sight of a stranger, the lioness
bit hard into ane of her cubs, killing it.

In June 2013, after a zoo in Antwerp,
Belgium, returned two lion cubs to their
maother’s enclosure after vaccination, the li-
oness, Lorena, bit them to death. The zoo de-
seribed Lorena as "a nervous lioness with a
fery termper™ who had also killed one of her
two cubs in 2011,

Easily misunderstood
In Qctober 2018, Indianapolis Zoo staff
watched as the lioness Zuri attacked and
Killed the lion Nyack, her companion of eight
years anel the father of her three cubs.
There are noexplanations for Zuri's vielent

understandingof animal behaviour in buman
terms, Theirunsentimental resource manage-
ment, say exgperts, are often misunderstood,
I the wild, acat either eats her dead cubs
to regain some of the energy she expended
during pregnancy and feeding, or carries
them away so the carrion does not invite
predators o her survivingcubs. The same in-

EXPLAINED

Impeachment of judges

Opposition parties are preparing to give notice to move a motion to impeach Justice Shekhar Kumar
Yadav of Allahabad HC. On what grounds can a judge be impeached, and what does the process entail?

By Wednesday evening, 38 RS MPs were learnt to have signed the petition. The
petition may be moved on Thursday if 50 signatures can be obtained. rm

of the judge.

The grounds and the process for im-
peachment have a high bar in onder toen-
sure the independence of the judiciary is
protected. Impeachment is also a political
process — which needs the support of the
broad spectrum of MPs and that of the
Speaker of Lok Sabha or Chairperson of
Rajya Sabha, depending onwhich House the
motion is admitted.

THE PROCEDURE: The procedure to be
followed for impeachment of a judge is laid
dovenin the Judges Inquiry Act, 1968,

Under Section 3 of the Act, for a motion
of impeachment to be taken up, it has to be
moved by not less than 100 members in the
Loweer House, and at least 50 members inthe
Upper House,

This collection of signatures is the first
step, Im Justice Yadav's case, in Lok Sabha, NCP
MP Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi has initiated
the process; in Rajya Sabha, Independent
member Kapil Sibal, who is also president of
the Supreme Court Bar Association, has
taken the initiative,

THE COMMITTEE: Once the motion is
brought in, the Speaker/ Chairman has to
constitute a three-member committee of in-
quiry. The committee is headed by the Chief
Justice of India or a judge of the Supreme
Court, and has a Chlcljustn.l: of any High
Court, and a person who is in the opinion of
the Speaker| Chairman, a“distinguished ju-

rist". When the motion of impeachment
against Justioe Soumitra Sen was moved in
2011, the distinguished jurist was Fali
MNariman.

The committee frames the charges, and
can seck a medical test for the judge if the
impeachment charge is on the grounds of
mental incapacity. The committee has the
power toregulate its procedure, call for evi-
dence, and cross-examine witnesses.

In previous instances, this committee has
appointed a lawyer to conduet the proceed-
ings against the judge in question. In Justice
V Ramaswami's case 1993, senior advocate
Indira Jaising was the committee's liwyer.

COMMITTEE'S FINDINGS: Once the in-
wvestigation concludes, the committee will
subimit a report to the Speaker| Chairman
with its findings and observations, The
Speaker Chairman will then place the re-
port before Lok Sabha) Rajya Sabha "as soon
as may be”.

If the report finds that the judge is not
guilty of misbehaviour or incapacity, the
matter will end there,

In case of a guilty finding, the report of
the committee is adopted by the House in
which it was introduced, and then an address
is made to the President by each House of
Parliament in the same session seeking the
Jucdge's remeowal.

Instances of impeachment

stincts are visible in captivity as well.

Mone of the six attempts at impeaching
ajudge since Independence have been suc-
cessful. Only in bwo instances — invohang
Justices Ramaswami and Sen — have the
committees of inquiry returned a guilty
rlnding

s, th BeWas
of rnanml impropricty; it was sexual mis-
conduct in the remaining instance.

W The first impeachment proceedings
were initiated against former Supreme Court
judge Justice ¥ Ramaswami in 1993 on
grounds of financial impropriety, The judge
was defended by senior advocate Kapil Sibal
before a joint sitting of Pariament.

The motion failed, and  Justice
Ramaswami retired a year later.

W Justice Soumitra Sen of Calcutta High
Court was sought to be impeached in 2011,
alse on grounds of corruption. Justice Sen
was impeached by Rajya Sabha bt he re-
signed days before Lok Sabha was scheduled
todiscuss the motion,

The proceedings lapsed with Justice
Sen's resignation.

W justice S K Gangele of Madbya Pradesh
High Court faced impeachment proceedings
in 2015 on charges of sexual harassment. A
committee set up to investigate the charges
cheared him in 2017,

W Justice | B Pardiwala, who is a sitting
judge of the Supreme Court, was sought o
be impeached in 2005 when e was a judge
of the Gujarat High Court. The remaoval
process was triggered against remarks the
Judge had made in a judgment — that reser-
wation was one of the reasons that *has not
allowed the country to progress in the right
direction”,

The judige expunged the remarks from
his judgment, and the impeachment motion
was subsequently dropped by then Rajya
Sabha Chairman Hamid Ansari

W Justice CV Magarjuna of the High Court
of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana was
sought to be impeached in 2017 He was ac-
cused of victimising a Dalit judge and of fi-
nancial misoonduct.

Both motions failed after Rajya Sabha
MPs who had signed on withdrew their
names — as aresult of which the motion fell
short of the required number.

B The most recent impeachment at-
tempt was the politically fraught case of for-
mer Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra in
2018, The motion was rejected by then Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu at the
preliminary stage.

How tiebreaks will be played if Gukesh, Ding remain tied in World Championship

AMITKAMATH
MUNBAI, DECEMBER 11

THE FATE of the 2024 World Chess
‘Championship hangs in the balance with
ion Ding Lis ian chal

In case bath players are tied on points
after 14 games, tichreaks (games that are
played in Easter tirme controks ) will be played
the next day to decide the winner. The 14th
game will be played on Thursday.

The tichreaks will see a four-game play-
off, where ral:l\éﬂayu has just 15 minutes

lenger Gukesh tied on 6.5 points eachafter  on the dock, and earns an increment of 10
13 games. seconds for every move.

The Workd Championship If this does not throw up a
isa 14-game battle, where EXPLAINED winner, the games get faster: a
each game s played in classi- SPORT twio-game playoff with bath
cal tirme control, which is the players having just 10 minutes

longest time period chess games goon.

At the Wordd Championship, each player
his 120 miinuites for the first 40 moves. Once
they make their 40th move, they get 30ad-

dmma] minutes for the rest DFIIM: game,
30 add it

every move From move 41,

‘What h.
after 14 games?

(with five seconds’ increment per move).
And if this still doesn't provide achampion,
it gets even quicker: a two-game playoff
with a time control of three minutes
per player {with two-second increments
per move L.

Wheo will the ticbreaks favour?

Ding Liren is the Eavourite in the faster
time controls of rapid and blitz chess.

‘/r",;' 1

L

Gukesh is a caleulation-based player,
wiho excels when he has time to think of
long lines of moves, This is what has pro-
pelled him to become the youngest-ever
world championship comtencder at age 18,

Gukesh has a classical rating of 2,783,
and is ranked No. 5 in the world in the
longest time control, In contrast, Ding was
World No. 23 with a rating of 2,728 in clas-
sical when the World Championship began.

WHAT ANAND THINKS

FIVE-TIME world champion

Viswanathan Anand, who has

mentored Gulesh, believes that

Gulu:sll can be lethal in faster
trols as well,

that he became the world champion last year.

"It seerns that Ding has...made his in-

Gukesh (left)and  tenti If Gukesh inthis

Ding Liren are match, he has to take chances to break the

tiedat 65 points  deadlock. Ding is happy to chill his way into

l ( l cachafter 13 the rapid and blitz playoffs” chess legend
mes in the Susan Polgar said on Xafter game 10.

/ I game FIDE Norwegian g Magnus

World Chess Carlsen said on his app Take Take Take after

Championship game 7: "If Gukesh tells Ding Liren, let's play

2024.rm out draws and let's take this into the

But the shorter the format, the lower
Gukesh's rating dips: he is rated 2,654 in
rapid and 2,615 in blitz. Ding is the World
Mo, 2 in the rapid format with a rating of
2,776, his blitz rating ks 2, 785.

Many elite grandmasters like Hikaru
Makearriura have noted that Ding has been re-
pratcdly p]aymg for draws in the world

tiebreaks, Ding Liren will accept before
Gukesh can even complete the sentence.”

Ding is one of the rare players to have
defeated Carlsen in tiebreaks [at the
Singuefield Cup in 2019,

Carlsen added: "Gukesh has not done
amything in his career to suggest that he's
very good at rapid. He's a very confident
young mars |'m sure he believes that he can
wmmn |nt||:hmdks But we're looking at

inorter

testinto the tiebreales. It wis in the tichreaks

epaperindianexpressicom I IR

facts and there i his carcer to
suggest that rapid is a good foemat for him."

ASIKED IF Gukesh was better
at classical than at rapid and blitz,
Anand told The Indian Express:
“For me, that link isn't that clear.
He's heen more focused on
classical recently because he had
tobe. First, he needed to qualify
for the world championship. So
the tournaments he played in
‘were also classical in nature.

“BUT YOU could easily
imagine that someday he decides
toimprove on other time controls
and he'll get better there aswell"
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Cases resolved
through mediation in

Migrants who have
landed in the Canary

THE3a®HINDU

Suspects booked for
alleged propaganda

The temperature

recorded in Sikar,

The conviction rate
recorded by National

Thane since 2021

Allagether
2,390 legal
disputes have

bieen resolved thraugh mediation in
Maharashtra's Thane since 2021, Bhwar
Suryavanshi of the District Legal Services
Authority shared figures and underscored
the significance of mediatian, wm

Islands till December

The numiser

41,425

, .' who are
undocumented reaching Spain via the
Canaries has increased sha fply. 41425
migrants landed in the Islands between
January and Nowember compared o
30,510 far the whale of |ast year, we

rinst Pakistan Army

Pakistani authorities
have booked 150
- suspects and arrested 22

of them, masatly belonging to Imran Khan's
party, for allegedly posting against the
arrmy on sockal media about the killings of
party workers in lslamabad on November
26, an official said on Wednesday, m

to B:30 am on Wednesday, with extreme
cold wave conditions recerded in one or
two areas, the India Meteorological
Department said. The lowest minimum
temperatune was recarded In Slkar, e

Rajasthan on Tuesday  Investigation Agency

degrees Celslus, Temperatures
in parts of Rajasthan dropped
over the 24 hours leading up

I per cent., The
Mational
a

Investigation

Agency (NIA), which registerad G40 cases
Shnce its inceplion, has recorded &
conviction rate of 95.23%, in 147 cases
wihich have been decided by courts,

COMPILED BY THE Wikl DATA TEAN
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The mosques which face survey petitions

» an ol obse

Why hi

ion made

by Former Chief Jus

ice of India DY. Chandrachud led o repercussions at the lower jucici

the origins of the Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra and the Ajmer dargah? What about the provisions of the Places of Worship Act, 19917

AINER

Ziva Us Sal

The story so far:
uring a hearing of the
Gyanvapi petition in 2022,
Justice DUY, Chandrachud
made an oral ohservation that
Sections 3 and 4 of the Places of Worship
Act, 199 do not prohibit the
ASCETI of religious of
any Eu.uu of worship. His oral observation
has had repercussions at the lower
Jjudiciary with a number of districts and
sessions courts in Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan admitting petitions seeking to
“ascertain the religious character” of
masques and other places of worship
built in medieval India and ordering their
surveys, Among the places facing ealls for
survey are the Ajmer Dargah, Adhai Din
ka Jhonpra, the Shahi Jama Masjid in

Lucknew, the Shamsi Jama Masjic in
Bu.daun the Atala Masjid |n_'|aunpur

Are calls for surveys increasing?
Shortly after a civil judge in Sambhal
ordered a survey of the town's Jama
Masjid on Novembser 19, there has been a
slew of petitions calling for surveys of
masques and dargahs. On November 24,

there was a repeat survey of the Sambhal
masque which led to violence in which
six people were killed. Following the
violence, the Supreme Court asked the
report of the advocate commissioner
b ket in a sealed cover, and directed the
masque's committee to approach the
Allahabad High Court to hear the case.
Around the same time, Ajmer's West
Civil Court admitted a petition claiming
that the Ajmer dargah was originally a
Sankat Mochan Mandir, The demand led
to uproar as the dargah is frequented by
people of all religions and the Prime
Minister himself sends a chador for s
annual Urs in January, Disturbed by these

petitions, a number of retired bureaucrats
and Army personnel wrote to the Prime
Minister asking him to curtail what they
called, an “ideological assault on India's
civilisational heritage”.

What about Adhai Din ka Jhonpra?
The dargah petition triggered demand for
the restoration of the 12th century
maosgue Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra to its
alleged pre-Islamic heritage. The mosque,
located a few minutes away from the
dargah, is an Archaeological Survey of
Indlia (ASI) protected site. The demand
came from Ajmer's Deputy Mayor Neeraj
Jain who reiterated claims that the Adhai
Din Ka Jhonpra was originally a Sanskrit
college and a temple before being
demolished towards the end of 12th
century. Earlier the demand for a Sanskrit
college and a temple at the site was raised

Historle site: People atside the Almer Sharlf Dargah in Ajmes, Rajasthan, on Navember 28, /i

alter a Jain monk visited the mosque
along with some functionaries of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad. Soon after
Rajasthan Assembly speaker Vasudey
Devnani demanded an ASI survey at the
‘historic site, arguing, "An ASI survey
should immediately be done at Adhai Din
Ka Jhonpra to And out whether the Jain
delegates” claim is true. It's a subject w
research whether it was occupied and
converted into a mosque.”
The mosgwe was built by O

the expression Adhad Din or two and a
half days, However, the claim of the site
being a mosque has been disputed by
author Har Bilas Sarda who argued in his
book, Ajmer: Historical and Descriptive,
that Seth Viesmdeva Kala built a Jain
temple here in celebration of the Jain
festival Panch Kalyan Mahotsava in 660
AD. The temple was destroyed by Afghans
af Ghor in 1192, he claimed,

The ASI doesn't agree with the
assertion. About the mosque, the AS]
website states, "It was commenced by
Quitubuddin Aibak in about 1200 AD with
carved pillars used in colonnades... The
pillared (prayer) chamber is divided into
nine octagonal compartments and has
two small minarets on top of the central
arch. The three central arches carved
with Kufic and Tughra inscriptions make
it a splendid architectural masterpiece.”

‘What about the Shamsi Jama Masjid?
Thie B00-year-old Shamsi Jama Masjid is
the latest mosgue to face contestation, A
fast-track court is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindu Mahasabha
whao filed a claim against the mosque,
insisting it was an ancient Neellanth

Ineidentally, sgue is built om an
elevated area called Sotha Mohalla, and is
said to be the highest structure in Badaun
tovam, After Quwwatul Islam and Adhai
Din ke jIhonpra he third oldest
mosgue in north India.

After Badaun, cries are being made
about the historic Jama Masjid in Delhi
too — that it's built at the site of a Vishnu
temple. With the districts and sessions
COUFS to freely admit such

Abbak around the time he built the
Quwwat-ul-1skam M: in the Qutub
Minar complex in Del ultan lutmish

beautified it in AD 1213 with a screen
pierced by corbelled engrailed arches
which appears in this country for the first
time, A protected monument, its name
stems from an Urs (fairk that used 1o be
held here for two and a half days. Hence

petitions, the provisions of the Places of
Worship Act 1991 which prohibit changing
the character of places of worship as they
stood on August 15, 1947, stand ignored.
Meanwhile, the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board appealed to the Supreme
Court to take suo moto notice of such
petitions and bar the lower level judiciary
from entertaining them in the future,

v? What is the contestation against
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Shartly after a civil judge in
Sarmbhal ordered a survey of
the town's | ama Magjd on
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surveys of maosgues and
dargahs,
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hrnang the places lacng calls
for survey are the Ajmer
Dargah, Adhal Din ka Jhanpra,
the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, the Teelewali Masjid
I Luckrow besides the knovwn
eases of Varanasl's Gyanvapi
Magjid, and the Edgah in
Mathura,
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The B00-year-old Shams Jama
Magic i the latest mosque to
face cantestation, A fast-track
ot is hearing the claims of
Mukesh Patel of the Hindy
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wis n anclent Meslkanth
Mahadey termple,

Has the government clarified

its stance

Why did the ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan invoke criticism after it was unveiled last month?

on ONOS?

The His Bure,

The story so far:
n November 25, the Indian
Bovernment annoanced the
launch of its "Ome Nation, One
Subscription’ (ONOS) plan o
improve access to research joumnals for
the country's public education and
research institutes, The announcement
was accompanied with scant details and
broached widespread criticism from the
specially over what
was perceived to be its disproportionate
expense and lack of support for
o On 1,
mw.mmcm officials conducted a
conference in New Delhi that addressed
many of these concerns.

What is ONOS's purpmc?

When sci

they write up their mmhod.s and findings
and publish it as a paper in a journal. The

CM

journal collects, reviews, edits, publishes,
and archives these papers as a service to
other scholars and the people at large. In
exchange, journals levy a fee,
Subscription-based journals charge
readers a fee to read papers, Some forms
of Open-Access (OA) journals, called "gold’
OA, charge researchers to publish their
paper. Institutes in India had subscribed
to subscription journals through 10 or so
consortia within the country, ONOS will
replace these consortia as a single
window through which all

government -funded instinates in the
country will be able to access more than
13,000 journals published by 30 major
international publishers.

Why did ONOS provoke criticism?
At the time of announcement, a Ministry
of Education press release didn't -cpu.lr)
which journals would be part of ONOS,
b ONOS would be implemented, how
its allocation of 16,000 erare (for three

calendar years) would be spent, and how
O\IOS wold support effores to make

Phases: Remya Haridasan, o scientist
at the PSA's office, said
would implement ONOS
(i) merge all the consaord
facilitate journal access in all public
expand to include private
) create "universal access”

peints at public libraries”,

Open aceess: In a pilot, ONOS would
set aside TIS0 crore a year to pay for
APCs, The government has also
negotiated APC discounts for researchers
to publis certain OA journals. The
afficials said they are aware of

adu.d whether the
Jjournals could have been used w support
domestic publishing efforts insteac,
Also it wasn't clear whether ONOS
would help scientists to publish in
gold OA journals or whether these
payments — called article processing
charges (APCs) - could be discounted,

What was revealed on December 117
The press conference was attended by
offi from the office of the Principal
Seientific Advisor (PSA), the Department
of Science & Technology, and the
Department of Higher Education,

The package: Students and staff at all
public institutes will be able to access all
papers in the journals participating in
ONOS irrespective of their discipline,
Negotiations are underway to bring in

miore journals,

04 models and that ONOS
would encompass them as it progressed,
As of today, they said, around 65% of
papers published by Indian scientists
were in subscription-based journals,
Domestic efforts: Officials ar the press
conference acknowledged the need w
support domestic puhh-mun They said
there were five repositories in the country
- servers where researchers could
deposit digital copies of their papers and
where others could freely access them -
bt that scientists were using them o a
less-than-ideal degree. They added that
ather efforts need o whke place, such as
“enhancement, promotion, and support
of Indian journals” and changes in how
institutes evaluate the work of
researchers, especially o reduce
dependence on journal titkes and increase
feus on the merit of each person’s work,

THE GIST
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Way in the world: how Muslim women
travelled from 17th-20th centuries

In 45 essays, three editors gather multiple travel accounts by Muslim women who, alone or chaperoned, veiled or unveiled, rravelling for work or

pleasure, bust every stereotype. Apart from records of the new and the unexpected, there are also observations about all aspects of life

Rakhshanda Jalil

began reading Three Centuries of
Travel Writing by Muslim Women
(Zuhaan Books) chronologically,
hoping rather ambitiously to resd it
from cover to cover, one essay at a time.
That was a mistake, [ think. The book is
better served, and savoured, if the reader
were to dip into it in no particular order.
Each essay is so precisely contextualised
by the immaculate Introduction’
prefacing each entry and followed by
‘Further Reading and ‘Notes' that even a
casual reader can dip into this richly
documented, beautifully translated
volume of ﬁspardti. writings and partake
of the spirit
For the more serious
readerfresearcher, there is of course the
scholarly intreduction by Siobhan
Lambert-Hurley and Daniel Majchrowics
who edited the book (along with Sunil
Sharma). They write: "On the face of it,
the premise of this volume is simple:
comparative stucy of travel nareatives by
Muslim women who travelled the world
before the ‘jer age’ transformed modern
mohility. Yet in our contemporary
moment, the very juxtapasition of these
terms — Muslim, women, travel mohbility —
instantly raises a number of questions”
Colonialism, gender, travel, religion,
money come together in unexpected
ways throughout this book, What is mare,
these accounts by educated and
“privileged” Muslim women also contain
descriptions — sometimes empathetic,
oceasionally derisive - of other Muslim
wornen they meet during their travels

who are poor and Travel as life
disadvantaged and, being - There are 45 accounts in all,
illiterate, could not have s XTI 5 suped under four

M TRV WRITING BY roup
recorded their experiences or ) i WOMEN headings: Travel as
left written records of their Pilgrimage, Travel as
lives. So, apart from records Emancipation and Politics,
of the new and the Travel as Education, and
unexpected, there are also Travel as Obligation and
ohservations about the | Pleasure. While karge
different practices of | numbers of Indian women

child-rearing, food, cooking
hahits, dress, religious and
sowial practices.

Multiple voices

These first-hand accounts, originally
written in Urdu, Persian, Arabic, Turkish,
Chaghtaai Turki, Punjabi, Bengali,
Indonesian, German and English, span
the 17th to 20th centuries thus presenting
an array of experiences and impressions,
Written variously as conventional
travelogues (Halide Edib, Zainab
Cobbald), excerpts from autobiographies
(Salamah Bint Said/Emily Ruete, Huda
Shinarawi), diary entries (Muhammiadi
Begum, Begum Hasrat Mohani), written
for limited circulation as magagine
articles (Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, Shams
Pahlavi), recorded for family and friends
(Begum Sarbuland Jung, Ummat al-Ghani
Miir al-Nisa), or with a pronounced
political avertone (Subarti Suwarts, Melek
Hanim) quite naturally, therefore, present
different voices and concerns. Chatty,
informal, informed when the writing is
for herself or her family members; or
formal, structured, detailed, sometimes
even didactic when she knows what she is
writing is meant for public consumption.

have written haj accounts,
there is only one Indian in
the second section,
Shareefah Hamid Ali, who
[L'prEHEI'lIJL‘d India at the United Nations
and travelled by air. Several Indian
Muslim women chose to travel for
education, sometimes their own, or their
hushand's or sons’. There is Mehral-Nisa
from Hyderabad whio joined her doctor
husband in Ohio to train as an xray
nurse, and Zaib-un-Nisa from Karachi
writing an account of her 60 days in
America as a member of the ULS.
Department of State-sponsored Foreign
Leader Exchange Programme where she
crosses the breadth of the United States in
a hired car with her hushand.

Safia Jabir Ali, daughter of the
esteemed Tyahji clan, married Jabir Ali
who travelled extensively for business
from their home in Burma to Europe.

Her memair, written in Urdu, is
brimful with an easy confidence: "I had to
travel by myself from Bombay to
Marseilles, and that was the first time 1
had oocasion to depend entirely on
myself and spend more than three weeks
among entire strangers, However, as
probably some of you know by

experience, on board the steamer, one
gets to know people very soon. [ was
lucky in being able to travel on the
Layalty, the steamer of an Indian
company where there were a good many
Indian passengers, and some of us soon
became great friends.”

Connecting the dots
The last part, *Travel as Obligation and
I‘Jl:amn: has by far tlu: mast interesting

mystical meeting in Kashimir; Salamah
Bint Said, a princess nt'E.'mz:ihar. who
flees her home to unite with her German
lover in Hamburg, comverts to Christianity
and takes the name Emily Ruete; and
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain's pleasure trip
to the Himalayas, among others,

While most women travelled with a
male (husband, father, son, brother),
some travelled alone: “Safia Jabir Ali
travelled alone from Bombay to meet her
husband in post-First World War Britain,
Sedigeh Dowlatabadi from Tehran in 1923
to stucly at the Sorbonne in Paris, Selma
Elcram from “Stamboul’ to New York in
1924 on the promise of work,
Muhammadi Begum with her infant child
from Bonn to Oxford in the mid1930s,
and Herawati Diah en route to study at
Barnard College in New York in 1937

Alone or chaperoned, veiled or
unveiled, travelling for work or pleasure,
these accounts by Muslim women bust
every stereotype. In ane voice, these
women seem to be saying: “only
connect”™.

Rakhshanda Jalil is a translator and
litevary historian.

.. %

THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send i year answers ta
dailygu indico.in

The first radio transmission across the Atlantic Ocean took place on December 12,
1901. Here is a quiz on the event that transformed perceptions of communication

Yighnesh P, Venkitesh

[ 3

QUESTION 1

Wiho designed the transmission
system and received the first
signal?

[ 9

QUESTION 2

Mame the source and destination of
the transmission?

[ 8

QUESTION 3

What was the transmitted message?
[ 9

QUESTION 4

What did detractors believe wauld
happen during the experiment?
[N

QUESTION §
Mame the device invenited by
Edouard Branly that helped in
transmitting lorg-range signals?
cM™
K

Visual question:
Marne this German sclentist who shared the Nebel Prize in Physics with the answer to guestion 1 for his
contributions to wireless communication.

»

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. 5.M. Krishna was
Governar of this State. Ans: Maharashtra
2. 5. M. Krishna was elected from this seat
In Karnataka in 1962. Ans: Maddur

3. This task foree was the bralnchild of 5.0,
Krishna which ran from 1999 to 2004, Ans:
Bangalore Agenda Task Force

A, This scheme desgned to better the
nutritianal status of children was
Intraduced in Karmataka when 5.M. Krishna
was Chief Minister. Ans: Mid-day meal
scheme

and was the founder of this multinational
food chain. Ans: W.G. Siddhartha; Cafe
Coffee Day

Wisual. The significance of this phato. Ans:
Film sctor Dr. Rajlcumar was kidnapped
by forest brigand Veerappan

Early Birds: Sonali Das| Tita Shiladitya|
Siddh artha Viswanathan| Bamall Biswas|
Lekshmy Harlkumar

5. Krishna's son-in-law passed away in 2019,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

Upendran
“_..and If I do that, do you think it'll help

iy complexion?™

“It's not COMplexion, but comPLExion.
The stress is on the second syllable and
the ‘o’ of the first syllable is pronounced
like the 'a" in *China’"

"So ‘com’ is pronounced like the ‘com’
in words like ‘complete”, ‘compel” and
‘complain’. 1s that right?”

"That's right.”

"ComPLExion. Good, Now about my
complexion. Do you think if 1.

"Don't ask me any mickey mouse
questions.”

“Mickey mouse question! What does it
mean?”

"Mickey mouse means ‘nonsense,
trivial, time-wasting'. For example, [ can
say, Ihl: ? repOrt was a lot of mickey
mouse

"\luw petting back to my un'np]ulun.

ity comPLExion, | wonder ...

"Lr:tk change the channel”

"Change the channel? But the TV isn't
on”

“I'm not talking about the TV I'm
talking about youw.”

“Wou want me to change the channel.
What does it mean?”

“You tell me”

"Well, when you change the channel of
a TV set, you switch from one programme
to anather. So when you're talking about
something and somebody asks you to
change the channel, | suppose it means
you are asked to change the topic”

"Excellent. To change the chanmel
means 'to switch to some other topic of
conversation'. Mohan is a difficult person
to talk to because he keeps changing the
channel frequently”

"That's truie. So if [ don't want him to
keep changing the topic, can I say 'don't
change the

channel'?”

"Yees, you can. Now [ definitely want
youl to change the channel”

" 0K, What do you plan to do
during...No..what do you plan on doing..
1.am always confused. Is it *plan to do’ or*
plan on doing'?"

"Both are cormect. You can either say
“What do you plan on eating’ aor “What do
your plan o eat?™

"1 see. So, what do you plan to do this
evening?"

1 don't plan on doing anything. Could
you please pass me the portable
hand-held communications inscriber?”

"Portable what?"

"The portable hand-held
commimications inscriber”

"Wha

“

"You're joking."

"Mo. That's what the LS. army calls a
pencil”

Published in The Hindu on May I7,
1094,

Word of the day

Sublimate:

the product of vapourisation of a salid;
direct enengy or urges Into useful activities;
make mare subtle or refined; change or cause
to change directly from a sodid into a vapour
withait first melting vagourise and then
condense right back again

SYRONYMS: rarefy, subtilise

Usage: | sublimated my grief by throwing
myselfinfo work.

Pronunciation: newsth live/sublimatepra

International Phonetic
ﬁlpha bet: rsavtiment/

For feedback and suggestions far
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'

» —
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Climate impact of exploring
space passing below the radar

Making satellites is an energy-intensive process. Every launch also releases carbon dioxide, black carbon, and water vapour. Rocket propellants

deplete the ozone layer and disrupt atmospheric circulation. Sacellites burning up in the air release ash into the atmosphe

s the world becomes more
reliant on space technology for
wital functions like climate
manitering, the environmental
comsequences of space activities also
become ncre mid in need
of mare atte i growth of
the numbser of satellibes n orbit has led o
comeerns about interference with climate
mombtoring systems and the accumulation
of orbital debris. With no specific
iternational regulations sddvessing these
l'llil||l'lul\'~t |I Is cructal the world's
quickly to ensure space
Iun‘hu-\m drilt into
unsustainability.

How rockets al
ivery rocket launch rel
dioxicle, black carbon, and w

particular conoern becawse
sundight 500 times more effec
carbon dioxide does, ampli
wrming. As commercial sp
become more common, the cumulative
Impact of these emisslons will worsen.

Rocket propellants, especially those
uskng chlord sedl chemicals, deplete
the oezome liger at high altitudes,
i sing exposure to ultraviolet
rackiation on the ground as well as
disrupting atmospheric circulation - both
of which affect the global climate,
According toa December 9 article in MIT
Tech Review, when satellites “barn up in
the atmosphere” once their missions end,
I|1l')‘ll|l'-l:ll' “santellite ash in the midedle
rth's atmasphere, This
1 harm the atmosphers
and pulumlmlly alter the climate.”

Next, lilke many other forms of
waring, the production of
satellites demands energy-ntensive
processes involving metals and composine
materials, whose extraction and
preparation have large carbon footprints
of their own, Satellites also use propulsion
systems to acdjust thelr loeation and
arlentatbon in arbit, and thelr emisshons
Jllllil ythe everall e Eqqually, th
vning - e. Ing valuable
rth) minerals from asteroids
could lead to increased industrial activity
both in space and on th
thvithes haven't begun yet, but
they are sure to be part of the future.

While space technology supporis
essential climate monitoring and disaster
mnAgEment,
the earth's atme 5
escalating, requiring urgent redressal,

Dungers of orbital debris

Orblial debris, or s junk, refers to
defunct satellites, spent rocket stages,
pheces of satellites procuced when they
break apart in bow earth orbit (LEC),
According to the European Space Agency,
as of September 2024, there had been
around 6,740 rocket launches since 1957
that placed 19,590 satellives in orbit.
Around 13,230 are still in space, and of
them 10,200 are still funetional,

Since the space in earth's orhit is a
resource just ke water bodies and kind
masses on the ground, the occupation of
orbits by non-functional objects
constitutes o foem of pollution as well
with the acded threat of risk
magnification.

For example, space survelllince

s middle layers

A Spacex Falcon 9 rocket Ufts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida, The rocket canded 23 Starlink satellites, ar

metworks have catalogued around 36,860
spice objects thus far, including those
produced in the G50+ rgmentation
events (break-ups, explosions, and
collisions), The total mass of all space
ohjects in orbit exceeds 13,000 tonnes
this mass continues o increase, the
collishon risks to satellites inc
Mot space junk can reach speeds of up
1o 29 km/hr, When moving so fast, even a
minuseule phece of metal can smash
throwgh a satellite ke a bullet, damaging
eritical compe ing those used
for

Orbital debris also poses
threat by interfering with scientises'
ability to collect data about the earth
ching disasters tw monitoring

from space, such as by
interfering with radio waves, Such threats
albso obligate satellite operators to invest
in shielding satellites and actively perform
costly manoeuvres to avokd collisions;
both requirements drive up mission cost.

The risks are even more significant for
human-crewed
the International §
adjusts its orbit o avold debris,

Barriers to space sustainability
Regulation 1s key to ensuring space
remains accessible and space setivides
remaln environmentally su
puidelines, the unchecked
ssdon 1 dhebris will harm
lincrease the

growth of
the earth's climate
barriers to futune space exploration.

intern
like the 3
meed to establish standards for emissions
from rockets and satellives o prevent
them from becoming overlooked
contributors to global warming,

Without regulations, the increasing
number of satellites and debris will
evercrowd LED, rendering future
misshons more expensive, which in turn
would subtract from space's identity as a
shared global resource thivt needs o be

ecqually accessible 1o everyone.
International eooperation through bodles
like the Committee on the Peaceful Use of
Outer Space (COPUOS) is necessary 1o
create enforceable saandards in this
conbext,

Governments can also ensure such
frameworks align with the Outer £
Treaty's principles of responsible use of
spuce while addressing the treaty's
current lack of hinding provisions. This
unity is particularly crucial if countries
are to address the environmental by
of space activities.

Achieving sustainability

Achieving sustainability In space
exploration requires innevative solutions,
which also present challenges of their
own, For example, reusable rockets like
those developed by nd Blue
Origin reduce manufaceuring waste and
lower eosts by allowing engineers o relse
rocket components in mu
But the reusable par
which increases fuel consumption. These
also have A applicabilivy for
high-orbit missions, and their wear and
tear invokes costly refurbishments. Thus
sealing this technology while maintaining
l'I!I: fency remalng a hurdle,

i, transitioning to cleaner fuels
lquid hydrogen and/jor blofuels can
ise harmiul emissions during
Hewever, hydro is currently
produced with non-renewable energy,
negating its environmental benefits,
Cryogenic fuels — which provide more
thrust for the same mass — are more
expenshve and more complex to handle,
keeping them out of reach of smaller

operators, Electric propulsion is another
option, but its Jow thrust restrices its use
Lo specifie missions like in-orbi
ITARELVTES.

Third, deslgning sutellites with
blodlegradable materials thit naturally
disintegrate during re-entry can prevent
long-term debris accumulation, On the
flip sice, these materials currently lack
the durability requived for the extreme
conditions of space. High development
costs and limited adoption further slow
progress. Autonomous debris removal
(ADE) technologies such as roboti
and laser systems also offer hope for
cleaning up orbital debris, but again, they
are currently expensive as well as need
maore cluarity before they ean begin 1o
operate sifely,

A global traffic system o mondior

satellites and debris in real tme could
reduce collisions and optimise orbit use,
Resistance to data sharing, including due
to security and commercial concerns, and
the lack of a unified international
snithority hinder its development,
however,

None of these hurdles are permanent,
of course, Moreover, ivicual
solutions | fgnificant challenges, a
combined approach may be more
feasible,

For \'MI'|!|I|I' bincling agreements

throug|

emisslon limits, debris midgation, and
-sharing practices; governments

private bes can prioritise Funding for

green technologies, ADR systems, and
sutellite blodegradability; and financial
rewnres, subsidies, or penalties can
nucge private actors wards sustainable
practbees.

At the Intersection of wechnological
advancement and environment.
responsibility, the choloes we make today
will define the future of space
exploration,

(Shrewani Shagun is pursuing a PhiD at
National Law University, Dethi, focusing on
emdronmental sustainahility and space
governance, shrawani.shagunigmail.com)

CIENCE QUIZ

Could you slow down?

Vasudevan Mukunil N Just two rnutes. at the world
QUESTION 3 champlonahip i Cangham, UK, Fill i
In ane billien years, ¥ will have the blank

e mmaved 4,7 km awiy fram the earth. I Answers to December 10 guiz:

QUESTION 1 1. Procedure in which a live animal is

I ke hir, thee value e this undt 15 wid ance only 22 dissected - Ams: Vivisection

L1410 1o ane the earth and aver time mowed to ts 2. Person credited with discovering

mlerarmetie pis yiar and s used in
thit earth s lences 1o miabure

V.
ecormes

speed at which a surface
narrower of less thick due to
erosion, What's the unit called?

[N

QUESTION 2

X I8 riging at 0.3 trillionths of a km
wrld every baur, While
bicoming

hanks to global warming blank,
wnd researchers and lawmakers

poaition 4 lakh km away teday, Name

QUESTION 4

thie world's fastest-growlng

waody pla
metres gvery 24 hours, This rpidity
Fas prompted sclentists to suggest
thiey might be goad for affares
and carban sequestration, Fil in the

Ethylens

frows o 0,000014

zhar

et @ world recard (ot

i edd that ¥ will QUESTION &
eventually pase great harm 1o 1 1985, Archie
count averywhere with a

shareling, What I8 47
oM

13 £m In

hormanes = Ans: Willkam Bayliss
A, Flest kigwn gaseous harmans - Ak

4. Serles of reactions launched by
hormane reaching its tanget - Ans:
Signal transduction

5 Mame far hormanes that act on cells
thist secrete It - Ans: Autocring

wn Firet comtact: KN Viswanathan |
Basavara) Metl | Anmal Agravd | A,

Wiswal; o the 20th century, the melting of parts of this glacier was respansible far 4% of
the process in Q2. 1t's also one of the world"s fastest glaclers at4 mm/fs. Name the island
to which It's attached,” CREDIT: GILES LAURENT [CC Y56 1)

Splral galasy MGE 628, kcated 32 million
Light-years maay, in an image taken by the James
Wiehl Space Telescops, RiuTies

Webb confirms
the cosmos is
expanding at
unexpected rate
.

Fresh corroboration of the perplexing
observition that the universe s
expanding more rapldly than expected
has schentists pondering the cause
perhaps some unknown fctor involving
the mysterious cosmic components
dark energy and dark matter.

Twao years of data fram NASA's James
elescope have now
v.l||l|-|ll'l! the Hubble Space Telescope's
earlier finding e of the
universe’s expansion is faster — by about
#% ~ than would be expected based on
what astrophysicists know of the inftial

conclitions in the cosmos and its evolution
over billions of yeurs, The discrepancy s
eallid the Hubble Tension,

The observations by Webb, the most

eapable space telescope ever deployed,
appear to rule out the notion that the daa
fromm its forerunner Hubble was somehow
flawed due to instrument erre

“This ks the largest sample of Webb
Teleseope data — [ts first two years in
space— and i confirms the pussting
finding from the Hubble Space Telescope
that we have been wrestling with fora
decade - the universe s now expanding
faster than our best theories can explain,”
sald astrophysicist Adum Riess of Johns
Hopkins University in Maryland, lead
author of the study pubilished on Monday
(December 9, 2024} In the Astrophysical
Journal,

“Wes, it appears there is someth

missing in our understanding of the
The observatiol 3, g
. o telescape
8 spley appe ]
. + dlaty
— g -
v (o !

2011 Nesbel
for the eo-discovery of
it ing expansion.
“Our understancling of the universe
containg a lot of ignorance about two
elements - dark matter and dark energy
and these make up 96% of the universe,
s thils i nosmall matte
e Webls results can be interpreted
el fi revise
lthough it s
very difficult Iu |u|||m|u| what this is at
i L, a Johns
il student in astronomy
and astrophysics and a study coauthor

Dark mutter, thought 1o comprise
alsauit 27% of the unbverse, isa
hypothesised form of matter that
invvisibbe but is inferred to exist based on
its gravitational effects on ordinary matter
- stars, planets, moons, all the stulf on
Earth - which accounts for roughly 5% of
the universe,

Dark energy, believed to comprise
approximately 69% of the univers
hypothesised form of energy permeating
vanst swathes of space that counteracts
gravity and drives the universe’s
accelerating expansion

What might expliin tl
expansion rate? "There
hypotheses that involve dark matter, dark
energy, dark radiation - for example,
neutrines (i type of ghostly subatomic
partiche) — or gravity itsell having some
exotic properties as possible
explanations,” Riess said,

The researchers l'l11|'|llf\"{'!! Illl'l'{'

wes Imn: the l'nur:l:
e of pulsating star
led Cepheids has been documented.
The Webb and Hubble measurements
were in harmony,

=

For feedback and suggestions
foe “Sclence’, pleass write 1o
schence@thehindu.co.n with the
subsct ‘Dally page’
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A wide aisle

Parliament must remain the forum for

The long and complex road to assisted dying

n Novemnber X, 2024, while
introducing the Terminally 11l Adults
(End of Life) Bill 2024-25 (The Assisted
Drying Law) to the British House of
Commens, the Member of Parliament, Kim

airing the views of all representatives

Leadh told & rather distressing story of an
“aponising death”.

parliamentary history, 60 Members of the

Rajya Sabha have expressed a loss of confi-
dence in the Chairman, Dhankhar, who
is also the Vice-President of India. These Mem-
bers of Parliament, from the Opposition, have g-
ven notice for a resolution seeking his removal
from office. The resolution is unlikely to face a
vote, and will be defeated if it does, But that is be-
side the point. What is real and damaging for de-
moxcracy is the trust deficit between the Chair
and the Opposition members. Mr. Dhankhar’s
rulings and his public staternents have been cited
by the Opposition as proof of his partisanship.
Mr. Dhankhar's decision to allow Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJIY) MPs to speak on the subject of an ad-
journment motion that he himself had rejected
on December 9 was the final trigger for the ex-
treme step by the Opposition. These members al-
s0 see, among other things, a pattern of the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, being disallowed to speak,
and Mr. Dhankhar publicly amplifying views of
the government and berating those of the Oppo-
sition. Most often, it is career politicians who are
elected, through a partisan contest, to supposed-
Iy apolitical positions such as President, Vice-Pre-
sident and Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Once in of-
fice, they largely stay above the fray. Hence, the
notice for a no-confidence motion against the Ra-
jva Sabha Chairman marks an unfortunate turn
for democracy.

It is no coincidence that all this comes against
the backdrop of 3 constant campaign by the BJP
to shrink the Oppaosition space. Criticism of the
government is portrayed as an anti-national act,
and institutions and individuals are often target-
ed through insinuations. There is little engage-
ment between the BJP and the Opposition. If Par-
liament merely becomes yet another platform for
political diatribe, it will erode rather than rein-
force democracy. The message from parliamen-
tary proceedings to the dtizenry should be that
the government is sensitive to their voices. The
government's defence of Mr. Dhankhar inclided
a reference to his caste, and condemnation of the
principal Opposition party, with the insinuation
that it was anti-India. While the government gets
its way by virtue of its majority, the Opposition
must have its say. When Parliament is held hos-
tage to hostility between the povernment and the
Oppasition, the Chair is expected to mediate and
find a way forward. This role of the Chair is pos-
sible only when its cccupant is neutral and seen
as such. Regardless of the merit of the grievances,
the Chairman could take a proactive approach to
reassure his critics that he is above the political
fray for the sake of institutional integrity.

Bench and bigotry

High Court judge’s remarks on

Minorities require a sterm response
P olitical affiliations are seldom considered

l n a move that is unprecedented in India’s

a disqualification to hold judicial office,
but there is no doubt that open bigotry
should be one. The controversial remarks of Jus-
tice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allshabad High
Court, including an unacceptable slur against the
Muslim community, at an event organised by the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHF} cast a shadow on
his impartiality as a judge, if not his suitability to
remain in office. Justice Yadav observed omi-
mously that “this is India and it will be run as per
the wishes of its majority”. It was clear from the
context of a Hindu-Muslim dichotomy that he
was speaking about, that he was not referring toa
governing majority in a democracy, but the sort
of numerical superiority that would give the larg-
er group the final word on how the country is
run. The judge also sought to compare Hindu and
Muslim children and comment on how Hindus
learn kindness and toderance, while Muslims pur-
portedly do not because they witness the slaught-
er of animals. He is previously known to have ob-
served that the cow is the only animal that
inhales and exhales oxygen and made remarks
against conversion. It is 2 welcome development
that the Supreme Court of India has taken note of
reports highlighting Justice Yadav's remarks and
asked for details from the High Court. It is too ear-
Iy to speculate whether there will be an in-house
inquiry, or a response to calls for his removal, but
it is quite certain that the judge’s conduct and
functioning will come under justified scrutiny.
Eve ugh the event was a discussion on the
meed fior a Uniform Civil Code, it was not an ideal
stage for a meaningful debate. The VHP is an ag-
gressive proponent of a Hindu majoritarian view,
responsible for spearheading a violent move-
ment for demalishing the Babri Masjid in Ayod-
hya and installing a Ram temple in its place, and
an organisation that has been banned in the past
for fomenting riots, discord and much
bloodshed. It was quite obvious that the forum
would be more inclined to assail minorities than
extol the virtues of a uniform law for civil mat-
ters, Judges of constitutional courts are not ex-
pected to grace the platform provided by such
groups. It is regrettable that the judge forgot the
ethical principles that bind the higher judiciary.
In 1997, the Supreme Court had adopted a ‘Res-
tatement of Values of Judicial Life’, a set of guide-
lines under which the behaviours and conduct of
members of the higher judiciary must reaffirm
the people’s faith in the institution's impartiality
and any act that erodes such a perception should
be avoided. While lapses from such principles are
mot rare, Justice Yadav presents a rather glaring
example.

™
K

A 47ear-old music teacher with a young son,
Ms. Leadbeater said, had suffered from bile duct
cancer which obstructed his bowel. On his last
day, this saw him vomit faecal matter for five
consecutive hours, before he choked and died.
The vomiting was so violent that he could not be
sedated and, what is worse, he had stayed
conscious through the ordeal. All the while, his
wife pleaded with doctors to help. But the
physicians treating him were helpless. The look
of harror on his face as he died, his family say, is
something that will never leave them.

Ms. Leadbeater narrated the teacher’s case to
illustrate the suffering that many others face from
deadly illnesses, with no choice available to them
to seek assistance in ending their pain. The draft
law — which gives terminally-ill adults (in England
and Wales), with less than six months to live, the
right to die, once they have a request signed off
by two doctors and a high court judge - was
intensely debated. Eventually, the Bill was passed
with a majority of 55 votes, with 330 members
voting for it and 275 against.

In somewhat unusual circumstances, the
Mernbers of Parlisment had been released from
the tethers imposed on them by their party
whips. They had been asked to decide as their
conscience willed. As a result, what ensued was
all manners of interesting voting patterns. Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and his Conservative
predecessor Rishi Sunak voted in Bwvour. The
Dieputy Prime Minister, Angela Rayner, and the
Health Secretary, Wes Streeting, rejected the
draft.

The complexity of the issue

With its passing in the Commaons, the proposal is
now slated for review by a Public Bill Committee,
which will scrutinise, ine tune, and suggest
amendments to its various clauses, before it
returns the draft to Parliament for an ultimate
sanction. Therefore, there is still some way to go.
But seeing how previous efforts, to bring about a
law to allow assisted dying, have floundered, the
Bill's passing represents a milestone, a victory for
those who consider the right to die, when faced
with an intolerable ailment, as intrinsic to human
liberty.

At the same time, the sharply divergent views
expressed amongst liwmakers in Britain also
shows us just how complex an issue this is. The
dehates contain in them lessons that the rest of
the world can take, in deciding how best to allow

Suhrith
Parthasarathy

an advocate
practising in the
Madras High Court

The intricacies
involved — as
the debate in
the United
Kingdom shows
should not
detract from
the fact that
this Is also an
issue linked o
dignity and the
alleviation
of suffering

people to both lead, and end, their lives, with
ignity and compassion.

The oppasition to the law primarily rests on
two planks. First, opponents argue that the law is
premised on a “slippery slope” — that it would be
practically impossible to draw boundaries
limiting the right to assisted death, and that the
old and the disabled might be pressured into
choasing to end their lives in the midst of fears
that they might wind up becoming a burden on
their loved ones.

Crities also claim that 2 similar law employed
in Canada has produced worrying results.
Originally, following a 2005 judgment of the
country’s Supreme Court, the government
opened up avenues to allow assisted dying for
those whose death was “reasonably foreseeable™.
But the law has since been expanded through
judicial interpretation to make it applicable even
to those Facing a “grievous and irremediable
medical condition”. In so doing, the bright lines
of the rule, the Bill's detractors say, have been

immec.

“There are legitimate cases'

Proponents of the law counter the criticism by
pointing to how the very invocation of a slippery
slope sugpests that those making the argument
are offering a concession: that there are
legitimate cases where it might be justifiable to
help someone die. Moreover, the law, as drafted,
they say, is carefully tailored: it only includes
adults competent to make decisions, who are
ailing from a terminal diagnosis and who have
less than six months to live, to seek assistance in
ending their lives.

Additionally, the person making the claim will
be independently assessed by two doctors, with a
H-day reflection time afforded to them, and no
decision will be sanctioned without the High
Court's approval. Lord David Neuberger, the
former President of the UK. Supreme Court,
argues that the Bill's clauses are tightly worded
enough to ensure that the law respects people's
right of personal autonomy, and that there really
is nov chanece of its scope being enlarged through
judicial challenge.

The second cause for opposition stems from
rather more traditional, philosophical grounds,
sometimes resting on considerations of religion
and faith. The proposed law, these critics claim, is
simply deceit disguised as compassion, and
offends the inviolability of the right to life. In
response, the Bill's supporters concede that in
most cases, there ought to be serious ohjections
to the taking of one's life, and to avoidably
allowing people to die. In ordinary
droumstances, objections founded on a person's
right to life would prevail. But the condlict here,
a5 they demonstrate, is not especially

irreconcilable. For, as Ms. Leadbeater and others
have shown, the moral background in which the
dehate resides cannot permit a wholesale
embargn on physician-assisted deaths. After all,
every adult, we generally recognise, has the right
to make significant decisions on how best to lead
their respective lives. This freedom, grounded in
the sovereignty of our bodies, may stem from
religious faith or simply from conscience, but,
regardless, it is something that is embedded in
each of us as human beings.

The state, no doubt, owes to us a duty to
ensure that we do not indulge in what Ronald
Dworkin described as “irrevocable acts of
self-destruction”. But, equally, the exercise of this
duty can under no circumstances “justify forcing
a competent dying patient to live in agony a few
weeks longer”. To do so would impinge squarely
on the freedom that each of us enjoys over our
lives and bodies.

0n choice and dignity

In many ways, the debates in Britain assume
universal value, In India, the Supreme Court has
previously recognised a limited freedom to die, a
right both to passive euthanasia and a right to
make an "advance medical directive” — that is a
libserty to stipulate one's preferences for medical
treatment, or the withdrawal thereof, should one
become incapacitated in the future, In its
judgment in Commmen Cause (A Regd. Society) vs
Union of Incia (3M8), the Court found this right
as essential to liberty, as “an element of the
privacy of the being".

The road from here to assisted dying is dearly
a bong one. But the reasons which compel one to
hold in favour of individual dignity surely apply
just as vigorously to how one might want to go
about dealing with a terminal illness in their kst
days. The latter choice is as critical to one’s
dignity and independence as it is to any other
decision that a person makes over her body and
life.

Deliberations made in Britain's Parliament
have shown us that making laws to govern
assisted dying is a complicated affair. But the
mere prospect of a slippery slope, or the
paossibility of abuse, cannot detract from the fact
that at stake here is something central to human
dignity — that is, the ability to allow people to
make conscious choices w alleviate the most
crushing forms of pain and suffering.

One can argue over the fine print of what a law
that allows for assisted dying must contain. But
there can be no doubt that the rudimentary
principle on which such a legislation will
imevitably rest is founded on ideas that are central
to our existence, to our freedom to lead
meaningful lives, and to the rights to privacy,
dignity, and awtonomy.

Vaikom — two States, two leaders and a tale of reform '

little over a 100 years ago was a landmark

socio-poditical moment like no other. The

Vaikom Struggle, which culminated in the
lifting of the barriers to the entry of backward
caste Hindus to the local temple in the erstwhile
Travancore princely state, would be the first of
marny mass movemnents that brought political
attention to religious reform. Since then, the
Dravidian Movement founded by Periyar EV,
Ramasamy and its self-respect principles have
enabled wider reforms within the Hindu religion
and paved the way for a more egalitarian society.
What is less understood is that this was made
possible only due to the insertion of a key dause
in the Constitution by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Celebrating the centenary of Vaikom is not just a
tribute to Periyar's persistence and B.R.
Ambedlar's acumen but also a re-assertion of the
stromg reformist tendencies that continue to
pervade through modern-day politik in South
India.

The evolution of a mass movement

The Vaikom Struggle was fought against the
prohibition of backward caste Hindus from
walking on the streets adjacent to the Vaikom
Mahadeva temple. When leaders of Kerala State
Congress Committee and other social activist
leaders began agitating against the injustice, they
faced a clamp down by the administration. With
the entry of Periyar in 1924, it slowly became a
mass movement, bringing people from all classes
within its fold. In November 1925, when the
restrictions to walk on the streets finally lifted,

-
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India was progressing at a faster pace with the
Legislative Assembly introducing a Bill to allow
temple entry in 1932, followed by the Travancore
Temple Entry Proclamation in 1936, the Malabar
Temple Entry Eill 1938, There was also the entry
of backward castes in the Madurai Meenakshi
Sundareswarar Temple and the Thanjavur
Erihadeeswara Temple in 1939, The Madras
Temple Entry Authorization Act 1947 enabled
Hindus of all castes to enter and offer worship in
all temples within the then Madras Presidency.

Thouwgh many of these reforms took place
prior to the adoption of the Constitution of India,
the Constituent Assembly took great care in
delimiting the right to freedom of religion. During
discussions on December 7, 1948, BR.
inchaded the prefix ‘subject to public order,
morality and health’ restricting the extent of the
fundamental right and thereby enabling state
intervention when necessary.

These seven words went on to form the legal
and legitimate basis for reforms within the fold of
religion, thereby enabling constitutional courts to
intercede when there was a contestation of
fundamental rights, namely between those of
equality and religion.

State and the issue of regulation

Tha larger issue has abaways boon whether
temples, and religion at large, can be regulated by
the state. If this is allowed, some argue, then the
government will lose its secular character. There
«can be nothing further from the truth or logic.
The intervention of the State to regulate temples,

consonance with public order and morality. This
position has been confirmed through various
Judgments beginning from The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious Endowments, Madras vs Sri
Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Sri Shirur Mutt
1954 (Shirur Mutt case), where the Supreme
Court of India upheld the proposition that the
state can manage the secular affairs of the temple
and propounded the test of essential religious
practice.

Since then, successive govermments in Tamil
Madu, beginning in 1970, have enacted laws to
enable backward caste Hindus to be appointed as
archakas (priests), which some have regarded as a
contentious act of interference in religious affairs.
In such instances, the Court has upheld the right
of the State to manage secular matters in temples
while carving out a special category of ‘Agamic
temples'

Change and resistance

Onver the last few years, Governments of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu have appointed hundreds of
trained archakas, Odhuvaars and Bhattacharyas
from non-Brahmin castes. These have been met
with resistance within and outside the courts of
law. These reforms challenge orthodox religious
beliefs and entrenched social diktats,
Nevertheless, the push for reforms is stronger
than before. Ome hundred years after Vaikom and
over 75 years since the Constituent Assembly
debate on this issue, there is a compelling moral
consensus that is emerging. While the
Governments of Tamil Nadu and Kerala have

the long are of political movement began tiliing The Vaikom which are public spaces, is to ensure equality and | collaborated to commemorate the centenary of

towards social justice. In the decade that Struggle was access. A long history, beginning with the the Vaikom Struggle on December 12, 2024, they

followed, movernents erupted in other parts of h landmark enactment of the Madras Hindu Religious are also celebrating a historic event that broughs

the country, with B.R. Ambedkar leading protests A landmar . Endowments Act 1927 to the present-day Tamil together two States. They are paying tribute to

to enter the Ambadevi Temple and Kalaram socio-political Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable the start of a social reform trajectory that was

Mangdir, where Dalits were denied entry. moment like Endowments Act 1959, would make it apparent made possible due to the coming together of two
However, the trajectory of reform in Sowth no other the legislative intent to manage religious affairsin | of the greatest leaders.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

INDIA bloc ialby when in the country — which is sadly, it is a case of well-established *Brand Indian territory in Aksai

non-functional business.

Chin as a result of the 1962

Solving the ‘problems of the
IMDIA bloc' is not that
simple as the main issue
nowi seems to be about
leadership. With some
leaders in the bloc fora
‘change of the captain) it
cannot be passed off as
‘worth ignoring. The Leadar
of the Opposition’s advice
ta his party MPs 'not to
react to remarks by allies’
on the subject can anly
indicate his lack of wisdom
or diplomacy.

The situation now is no

p
parties that are
ideclogically differant or
with no ideologies make
unions. Meanwhile, the
proposal by several
Congress leaders that the
party fight elections on its
owm has its sides. The
Congress has not
completely lost its status as
a Grand Old Party. Then
again, the leadership comes
into the picture. The truth is
that it is only the Congress
that has the background to
be an effective Opposition

the prime political
necessity.

PRRN. Raja,
Pandalam, Kerala

A weak and fragile
Oppaosition = only helping
the ruling party. Crucial
decisions are being taken
without 'quality
questioning” and this does
not augur well for the
nation. The new Parliament
building, built with a Lot of
fanfare, raised hopes of a
positive environment. Bart,

As far as the Congress is
concemed, it needs to share
some of the blame as it
seems clueless and
directionless.
Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabiad

5.M. Krishna

In the passing of S.M.
Krishna, the nation has lost
a stalwart politician who
shaped and elevated the
garden city to an
international level with a

Bengaluru”. His passing
marks the end of an era in
palitics, leaving behind a
legacy of public service and
progressive governance.

R. Shvakumar,

Chennai

Indian territory and China
The External Affairs Minister,
in his statemant in
Parliament on the border
issue with China, said, *“The
House is cognizant of the
fact that China is in lllegal
occupation of 38,000 km? of

conflicts and the event that
preceded it. Furthermore,
Pakistan illegally ceded
5,160 knv* of Indian territory
to China in 1963, which has
been under its ocoupation
since 19487 There needs to
be more clarity on how
India will prevent the loss of
mare territony.

Ved Shaha,

Kalhapur, Maharashtra

Letters emailed o
letters@pthehindu.co.in
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Chief Justices need longer tenures

High Courts across India,

‘While a1 gesod move, the fact
that all of them, with the
exception of one, will have very
short tenures is unfortunate, This
18 a persistent problem that calls
for wrgent remedial action since it
affects the nstintional
effectiveness of the judiclary,

n September, Chief Justices
l were appointed o eight

Short tenures
In faet, one Chief Justice has
alreacy completed his temure,
Justice Rajiv Shakdber, who was
Chief Justice of the Himachal
Praclesh High Court, retired after
Just 24 days, on October 18, Just as
hie was settling into his role, be
had to aend his farewell, Justice
Manmehan, who had been serving
s the Acting Chief Justice of the
Dielhi High Court, was swarn in as
Chief Justice on September 29, On
December 3, the Undon
government announced the
appointment of Chiel Justice
Manmehan as a fudge of the
Supreme Court. Justice Tashi
Rabstan will serve o tenune of
about six months as Chief Justice
of the High Court of Jamm and
Kashmir and Lackikh. Justice
Suresh Kumar Kait, who was
appointed as the Chief Justice of
the Madhya Pradesh High Coart,
has a tenure of about eight
months, Justice KR, Shriram,
appoknted as Chief Justice of the
Maclras High Court, will serve a
ane-year benure, Justice Indra
Prasanma Mukerji, the Chief justice
af the Meghalaya High Court, will
also be retiring around the same
thme as Justice Shriram. Justice
Nitin Madbwskear Jamdar, Chief
Justice of the Kerala High Court,
has a tenure of about 15 maonths,
The only fudge whao s will serve a
relutively long tenure of about four
years is Justice M.S, Ramachandra
Rao, who has been appolnted »
Chief Justice in Jarkhand.
The Chief Justice of a High
Court plays a pivotal role in
sustaining the all-round health of
the institution. The Chief Justice
administers the instittion, tracks
Its financlal health, plays an

Bl Baish

Senior Advocate,
Madras High Court

Iy the time
Chiel’ Justices
have
understood the
Tunctioning off
the Court, It ks
tme for them w
retlre

Iimportant role in recommending
names for judgeship, constitutes
warious committees o adminlster
the institution s to the
welfare of the o the High
Court, takes disciplinary action
against erring trinl court judges
and staff when warranted,
arranges for defence of such
action before appropriate
authorities when questioned,
responds o inmumerable
mundane adminlstrative requests,
aeeepts invitations and
participates in various symposia,
seminars, and functions that are
not necessarily restricted o li,

voiced similar sentiments, This is a
similar lament among Chiel
Justices of the High Courts oo,
Wet, lrtle attention has been paid
to the problem.

A lesson from the British

It was not so during British rule.
Back then, it was a norm for Chief
Justices o have bong tenures, The
Madras High Court eame into
existence in 1362, When it
completed 150 years in 2012, it
had completed 85 years as a Cournt
in British India and 65 years as a
Court in independent India, The
first Chied Justice was Sir Colley

rurliclp ates in functions ong d
the Bar Councils and varkous
lu.iw it issoclithons seross the
State, and addresses problems

el 1o begal education in the

State apart from, of course,
discharging the function as the wp
Judiclal mithority of the State.
Clearly, dolng all of this In the tdme
avallable bs o daunting task.

High Courts are not compact
Institutions, Further, the tasks that
newd the attention of a Chief
Justice in a High Court situated in
one part of the country could be
wastly different from what is
required of a Chief Justice ina
High Court in another part of the
country, To understand each of
these institutions in their entirety
or even substantially takes tme
andd effort, Mast Chief Justices.
barely understand the
requirements of the instiiution by
the time thelr terms cease,

Aot has been sald about the
short temire of Chief Justices,
During his farewell speech in
2022, Supreme Court judge Justice
L. Nageswara Rao sald those
elevated as judges tw the top court
must get a "minimum seven o
elght years" in office “if not 10
years”. He sald, “It takes them
(Chief Justices) 1.5 to two years o
understaned how the Court
functions here because itis
completely different from the High
Courts," He acdded that by the time
they settle down, “they are
lesoking at thedr retirement™,
Several Chief Justices who have
retived after briel tenures have

Harman I 1947, when it
had completed 85 years, the
Mackeas High Court i had just 1
Chief Justices. Each of them had
enjayed an wverage tenure of a
little less than elght years, During
the Madras High Coart"s 150th
year celebrations, Justice MY,
Tqbal was the 35th Chief Justice,
Sa, i 65 years, the Court had had
24 Chief Justices, which means the
average tenure of those judges wis
hardly 2.75 years. The average
term reduces further when we
dleduct the tenures of Chief Justice
PV, Rajamanniag, who served a
term of 13 years, and Chief Justice
Veeraswami K., who had a tenure
of about seven years, This means
that there were 22 Chief Justices in
A5 years, which brings down the
average term of each 1o merely
mmiore thin over Lwo years,

Whille the tasks of Chief Justices
are only increasing and becoming
more complicated, the duration
given to them to address these are
becoming shorter and shorter,
‘When the system provides such
littles tirme for the incumbents to
even understand the system, what
scope i there for innovation,
reform, and improvement?

The attempt here s not 1o
provide prescriptions to the
rmalady. It i3 to emphasise that the
problem meeds to be addressed. It
can only be resolved by a joint
deliberation of stakeholders,
including the Bar. It is importam
that they evolve a salution before
the problem serfously alfects the
sysbem,

chamdrashekar. halkigoibebindu.co.in
he Bharat Rashtra Sa-
T mithi  (BRS), which
fuced an ignominious

defeat In the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections by falling vo win a
single seat despite putting up
adecent show in the Assembly
elections held earlier this year,
has succeeded to a large ex-
tent in rebublding its organisa-
ton. Stunned by its dismal
performance but determined
to fight back, the BRS has been
watching the ruling Congress
government closely and using
every appartunity to attack it
The BRS has been trying o
reconnect with the people,
understand its own mistakes,

:m-uu1:;n:r: that it had lost, es-
pecially in the rural areas, by
constantly highlighting  the
“fadlures” of the Congress go-
vernment. It has been dolng
this without its founder, form-
er Chief Minister K. Chane
drashekar Rao, being in the
public eye much,

Thie BRS hias been highlight-
Ing the Congress's struggles in
implementing the six guarn-
tees and other promises made
in the mandfesto, This includes
the delay in the dishursement

the Rythu Bandhu/Bharosa for
the 2023-24 Rabl season, the
non-isbursement  for  the
202324 Kharlf season, and
the partial implementation of
the 22 lakh crop loan walver,
The BRS has also focused

settlements as part of the go-
vernment’s  Musi Riverfront
Development Project, the raz-
Ing of structures of poor and
michdle class households near
water  bodies  and  ‘nalas’
(chraiins) by the Hyderabad Dis-
aster Response and Asset Pro-

and showly get back some of

of the balance instalment of

on the marking/demalition of

Telangana

tection Agency, and the slow
pace of paddy procurement,

In late November, following
protests, the State govern-
ment withdrew the notifica-
tion that it had issued for ac:
quiring 1,358 acres of land
from nearly 600 frmers in
Dudyal mandal for sevting up
‘pharma villages'. However,
the BRS has been keeping the
Land sequisition lssue alive, Tt
s led a group of tribal wo
men from the village 10 ap
proach the Natlonal Commis-
sbon for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and the N
thonuil Human Rights Commis-
shon to highlight the alleged
police atrocities against their
families following the atack
by some villagers against some
of the authorities, including
the District Collector, Leaclers
such as KT Rama Rao, T.
Ish Rao, K% Vivekanand,
Kaushik Reddy, Manne Krisl
ank, B. Vinod Kumar, and Dy
soju Sravan, have been orga-
nising protests, press
conferences, and posting on
sockal media,

Despite its best efforts, the
Congress has been forced o
be on the defensive. Two
weeks ago, Chief Minister A,
Revanth Reddy refected the
00 erore donation from the
Chadrman of the Adani Group
to the Young India Skills Une
versity in Telangana, He also
announced that lind would be
acguired in Kodangal for an in-
dustrial corridor and not for
the pharma cluster. These

The BRS: defeated but not destroyed

statements  were  made o
wvold possible attacks from
the Opposition.

In late November, at a meet-
ing at Vemulawada, the Chiel
Minister also said that the
Congress  government  has
achieved in 10 months what
the BRS government could not
achieve in 10 years, However,
plven lis long list of unkept
promises and s fallure w
counter the strong wive of
the BRS, the Congress govern-
ment has apparently conced-
ed some ground to the Oppeo-
sithon, A senlor leader of the
BRS sald, "Congress leaders,
including the Chiel Minister,
are asking for Mr, Chandrasek-
by Rao to be present on every
forum but they seem to be un-
able to deal with the attacks by
the second and third lne of
the BRS leadership. Mr. Rao
will come into the pleture at
an appropriate dm

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(HIP) too has been ralsing s
vobce on various issues but its
elforts appear to be lukewarm
compared to the BRS. It ex-
pressed  solidarity with the
poor who live along the Musi
river but has been inconsis-
tent inlts criticism. As a result,
the enthuslasm among s
riniks has wined,

While the Congress has its
challenges, the BRS faces in-
quirkes instituted by the State
government into the previous
Bovernment's Irrigation and
power deals. While the ruling
party may be struggling w
keep its promises given the
constraints in funding, and
the BIP, despite its good per-
formance in the kst Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections, re-
malns out of the battle ring,
the BRS undoubtedly has an
uphill task. Attacking the go-
vernment is easy, but building
the party, infusing energy in
its ranks, and rebuilding its
Image Is a more challenging
task.

Excessive heat’ among most searched terms in 2024 in India

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The M@ Hinin,

DATA POINT I
The Hindu Data Team

n 2024, ericket and elections
l«u:min:ll(«l Google searches

in India. The Indian Premier
League was the mosi searched
verm, follewed by the T20 Warld
Cup, Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP),
and election results 2024, The
Olympics 2024 was the fifth most
searched keyword, Excessive heat
ranked as the sixth most searched
term, highlighting concerns about
extreme weather events. Indus
trialist Ratan Tata, who passed
away in October, was the seventh
most searched keyword, The Con-
gress secured the eighth spot,
while the Pro Kabaddi League and
the Indian Super League secured
the ninth and tenth spot.

Chart shows  the  most
searched terms in 2024 in India
and the week these terms trended.
The darkest shade polnts w the
week when interest peaked in a
particular news term, while the
lighter shades point w the other
weeks  when  the  term was
searched but there was relatively
Jess interest in it

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat was the
most searched personality this
vear, Heeramandi, Mirzapur, and
The Last of Us were the most
searched shows, Stree 2, Kalki 2898
AD, and 12th Fail were the most
searched movies, The terms ‘All
eyes on Rafahy', ‘Aakay’, and ‘eervl:
cal cancer'  were  the  most
searched for their meanings by In-
dians, Aakay Is the name of Vit
Kohli and Anushka Sharma's son,

A near me’ was searched the
maost in the ‘near me' eategory, fol-
lowed by *Onam Sadhya near me’,
and "Ram Mandie near me’,

Chart 2 shows the same infor:
mation for searches across the
world, Copa America and the UE-
FA European Championship were
the top two searches, Singer Liam
TPayne, President-elect Donald
Trump, and Princess of Wales Kate
Midklleton were among the top 10,
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FIFTY YEARS AGD DECEMBER 12, 1874
Cease-fire in Rhodesia’s
guerilla war: detainees to

Salisbury, Dec, 11: Prime Minister, lan Smith,
toenight announced a ceasefire in Rhodesin's
puerills war and the release of African political
detainees as o prelude to o constitutional

M. Smith made the announcement ina radio
broadcast to the nation which marked the most
Important development for years in attempts to
sobve the deadlocked Rhodesian constinutional

M. Smith said terrorism would cease
immediately but warned people in affected
areas to continue their vigilinee until the
ceasefire became fully effective.

Mr. Smith disclosed that talks on the
eslan problem between the Government
and Arican nationalists had continued after last
week's abortive discussions in the Zambian
capital, Lusaka, and the differences that
separated them had “now been resolved.”

Among those to be released would be the
leaders of two previously banned nathonal
onganisations - Mr. Joshiua Nkomo, President of
the Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), African People's
Unibon GZAPU), and the Reverend Ndabaningi
Sithole, President of the Zimbabwe African
National Unlen (ZANLU),
ry have been to Lusaka this week For talks
with Rhodesia's nelghbours, Zambia, Tanzania,
and Botswana. They were temporarily freed
from detention in Rhodesin o amenc the talks,

New, 1,34

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD DECEMBER 12, 1924
Dense fog in London

Leafield (Oxford), midnight, Dec, 11 London and
practically all parts of the British Isles are
enveloped in exceptonally dense fog. The
cancellation of all cross channel air services, the

cing, the postponement of

the Oncbord and Cambricdge Assockation Football
Match and the collision of two London buses
causing njury to 10 passengers are among the
results, In London, where the fog seems tw be

as midnight m

Street lamps are supplemented by

MEANING! MEAR ME; 1. AQI .
1,All Eyos on Rafah 2. Onm Sadhyn abandonment of
2, Ay 3, Ram Mandir
3, Carvical Cancer 4. Sports Bars
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[ mmm [3 mqu,- Cabes
T, Stamg 1. Pall Dregs
1, Moys Moys &9""1.;‘.:“. nse, Bt was as o
4, Cansacration 9, Bost Cal ]
10, Good Fridsy 1. Hanwman mavis flares, Tran and motor traffic is also
considerably retarded,
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