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Stifling a sane voice

LS, sancrions against a UN official
are dangerous and absurd

he U5, decision to impose sanctions on a

United Nations Special Rapporteur for

her criticism of Israel's war in Gaza has

been ealled a “dangerous precedent” by the UN
and top UN Human Rights Council officials, The
comments followed U5, Secretary of State Marco
Rubio's announcement that Francesca Albanese,
a "Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in occupied Palestinian Territories since
1967, would face restrictions as a result of her
engagement with the International Criminal
Court {ICC), The 10C has already been sanctioned
by .5, President Donald Trump in an executive
order, shortly after he wok office. While the
seope of the sanctions are still unclear, they are
erstood to include travel and visa bans, and
possible asset freezes for Ms, Albanese, whio has
drawn American ire with a report in June that
urged international organi WG DO prosecute
corporate entities and multinationals whose
work helps fund the war, Ms, Albanese has fre-
quently accused Israel of conducting the “cruel-

lest genocide” in Gaza, as well as its keover of

the Gaza Strip, She has also been calling for seru-
tiny of the “Gaza Humanitarian Foundation”, a
L5 Israeli NGO, The US. actions have no doubt
been spurred by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
N s latest visit o where he
announced that his govermment would nominate
Mr. Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize,

Amidst the rising death toll in Gaza and no cea-
sefire or deal for the return of lsraeli hostages in
sight, Washington's focus on a UN official is ab-
surd and outrageous. Ms. Albanese’s work is
muandated by the UN Human Rights Council, and
the U5, actions undermine the global mulilater-
alworld order by calling those actions criminal, It
is irrational to hold her responsible for the war-
rants and orders issued by the 1CC and the Inter-
national Court of Justice, which have heard testi-
maonies from representatives ul‘nt lenst 40 states
and i itions call-
ing for action against lsrael. Mr. Ruhnu"s conten:
tion, that Ms. Albanese should be sanctioned for
gaging wi 1CC to prosecute U5, and Isme-
ationals “without the consent of those two
countries”, is not legally valid. Further, his allegn:
tions that she “has spewed unabashed antisemi-
tism [and] expressed support for terrorism™ are
not borne out by facts. As global outrage over ls-
rael’s killing of Palestinians, and the U5, support
for those actions, grows lowder, as well as the
BRICS summit condemnation this week, that In-
dia too joined, it is time for the U8, to look in the
mirror, The need is to effect an immediate cease-
fire, and not in bringing the considerahle might
of the most p(mm'mlcuuntrr’ to bear over one in-
dividual, in order to silence her voice.

Imposing any language as the medium
of instruction is unacceptable

E nglish medium education is an aspiration

for many Indians, but state policy regard-

ing the medium of instruction has been
uneven across time and regions. The ongoing lan:
puage debate in India, which stems from the re-
newed efforts of the Bharatiya Janata Party to en-
force a threelanguage policy, has  many
components, the medium of instruction being
one, Educationists generally argue that instruc
tion in the mother tongue helps children achieve
better learning goals in their early stages of deve-
lovpment, This view is supported by pedagogical
research, but it cannot, and does not, operate in
isolation from other factors such as constitation-
al rights and ground realities, India’s linguistic di-
versity and distribution is such that even the
question of what is a child's mother wongue can
often be a contested one. There is also the consti-
tutional question of freedom of expression and
chwoice. In 2004, after a protracted legal tussle, the
Supreme Court of India held that a Karnataka go-
vernment order of 1994 that made instruction in
Kannada mandatory until Class four was not va-
lid under the Constitution. For, children have a
right to choose, and the state cannot enforee its
view on what is good for them, The rights of priv-
ate educational institutions to offer education as
per market demand is another related issue.

The Mational Education Policy that is being ag-
gressively pushed by the Centre has a particularly
anti-English edge, which is not in line with popu-
lar aspiration, Many States that want to promote
their local language and culiure also want to pro-
mote English education and English as a medium
of instruction, In Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, there are aided English
medium schools, The demand for English medi-
um education is growing — this includes the Hin:
di-speaking regions - which is met largely by sub-
standard and  expensive Iarivam institutions,
English skills help individuals and the eountry in
gaining a place in the global services sector, In-
dia's subaltern caste groups in particular seek o

New political contours in Tamil Nadu’s shifting sands

ith its Assembly elections less
than a year away, Tamil Nadu
faces a pivatal moment in its
pursuit of an upper-middle-
income economy. Distinet historically, the State
has long resisted national homogenising forees,
forging its unique political and social identity.
This trajectory is now being tested by complex
economic challenges and an assertive central
povernment. The years ahead will determine
whether Tamil Nadu can sustain its equitable
growth model and preserve its ideclogical
moorings amidst new political realities. Tamil
Nadu's political lindscape has long been defined
by two distinet Dravidian strands. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DME), known for what
political scientist Narendra Subramanian calls its
‘assertive populism’, leveraged social justice and

commitment has been consistent.

Conversely, the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AJADMEK) practised
'paternalistic populism’, prioritsing patronage
and welfare over ideology. Led by charismatic
figures such as M.G, Ramachandran and ).
Jayalalithaa, the AIADME united diverse anti-DMK
forees, from traditional upper-caste Congress
supporters to landowning castes and welfare
beneficiaries, It also mobilised Dalits against
intermediate castes dominant in the DMK,
forming a stable bipolar system, with the
AIADME us the DME's enduring adversary.

This bipolar Dravidian system, while fostering
patrenage and corruption, also drove a
competitive populist economic model, This
facilitated comprehensive industrialisation as well
as welfare in health, education, and services, The
State's political exceptionalism has been crucial
tovits economic success, making it a beacon of
inclusive growth, India's second largest economy,
and significantly reducing poverty.
the Dravidian model has is
limitations, Its competitive populism has
delivered impressive quantitative outcomes such
as good high school enrolment, extensive health
care, and widespread industrial growth, but
quality has often lagged. Leaming outcomes are
mediocre, employment quality needs
improvement and unchecked industrial growth
hd'i degraded theenvlmnmnm Critically, policies

i A for the incl y of Other

Classes (OBC) may have mmkm.ud caste
divisions, Despite the State's social justice
rhetaric, there is persistent and deep-seated
casteism with ongoing discrimination against
Dialits and inter-caste tensions, The focus nt the

i arties ste-based m,
while politically uLu.DL'ssful. has often
institutionalised mther than transcended caste
identities.

The rise of the B[P

The national ascendancy of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has fundamentally disrupted this
binary system. Lacking signil eological
traction in Tamil Nadu, the BJP has sought w
carve out space for itself by fracturing the
ALADMEs traditional base, and fostering internal
dissension and multiple splits, The irony is stark:
u disarrayed ALADME is now in alliance with the
very force that s threatening its ideological and
electoral space,

Ramani

The changing
pelitleal
landscape could
Mse a
challenge 1o the

system as well
as the Stare's
diverse ethos
and distinet
mawlel of
governance and
development

opportunistic alliance now prioritises
dnlodglng the DME over ideological alignment.
The AIADME cynically leverages the BIP's central
strength: blaming the DME government for
failures in securing central funds or abolishing
the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET
(UG) despite the Centre's refusal. More
alarmingly, the AIADME, under the leadership of
Edappadi K. Palaniswami, a former Chief
Minister, has now sought to use the BJPs
corrasive ideclogy as a crutch, seen in his
criticism of the current government using temple
funds to construct colleges,

The DMK's strategy, in response, has been
astute: forging a robust ideological alliance with
the Congress, Left parties, and the Dalits-Jed
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK) among
athers, Chief Minister MK. Stalin's
accommuodative leadership has maintained
cohesion, with the perceived threat of BJP
hegemony providing an ongoing ideological
imperative. The coalition's strong anti-BP stance,
crucial for cohesion, has also risked

otherwise developing State.

The DMK alliance's progressive framework
offers superior condi for economic
transformation, Its emphasis on secular
outcomes and social amity creates the
povernance capacity needed for such transitions.
This is aided l'uythummrml dynamics of the
alliance, This ite ¢
provides the best fra ar evolving beyond
the Dravidian model's limitations while
supporting social gains that are essentinl for
ECONOMIC PrOgress.

The new fragmented political landscape could
also affect the State's economic trajectory. New
batiles rooted in casteism or communalism could
threaten its ambitions. Social conflict approaches
that pit community against community and

- values

this transition,

As the State seems (o progress (o an
upper-middle-income economy, it must avoid the
middle-income trap, shifting w an

central policies.

The strength of this alliance lies in its inherent
{ of mutual acce . The
Congress ensures a national perspective while the
Lieft parties ensure swareness of worker and
F:.ﬂ“m and environmental issues, pushing

syond narrow industrial progress. Crucially, the
VCK's presence represents a corrective

hanism to the DMK's hi limitations —

anchoring the alliance to a comprehensi

friven, high~value manufacturing
maosdel, This requires hi.avy investment in
research and development, digital literacy, and
di«.-rsil'y'mg exports into more highervalue
products and services — all of which demand
greater state facilitation and seal sutonomy.
The State contributed 1L.9% to India’s
manufacturing GDP and has the most factories
nationally. Its manufacturing sector grew at 8.33%
h.lwnen 2021-22 and 202324, Yet, a significant
diment is the central government’s

understanding of social justice that extends
beyond OBC mobilisation to include Dalit
recognition and upliftment - seen in the
alliance’s attempts at addressing caste
discrimination and caste hierarchy more robustly,
Tamil Nadu's active civil society further
underpins the State's ideological bedmock,
championing 4 nuanced secularism, Unlike other
States, where secularism can be defensive, Tamil
Nadu's communities often identify as Tamilians
alongside their religious identities, fostering
inter-religious bonds, Rationalist movements,
film-makers and writers have created popular
suppaort for progressive policies that attack
castelsm, patriarchy, and superstition whilst
enabling redistributive governance, However, this
intellectual and social foundation now faces its
greatest test as the political landscape fragments,

mr_ma-ung fiscal centralisation and anti-federal
policies. The Centre's broader lLuaI'Elmhcu-s
mereasingly constrain Tamil Nadu's financial
autenamy even as the State demonstrates
economic vitality with State Goods and Services
Tax (SGST) colbections growing 20,12% w
T35,414.05 crome in HI 2024-25, reduced fscal
allocations post-GST and higher cesses continue
o cut mandated devolution. More concerning is
its refusal of development funds to
Opposition-ruled States as a form of political
pressure,

o
Th:-em challenges highlight a broader strategic
imperative for Tamil Nadu's ruling alliance.
Sustaining its distinet model requires moving
beyond regionalism toward proactive
mqutnn -building. As one State alone cannot

Four contest, imy
Toslaay, Tamil Nadu faces a new four-

ly - central fiscal po 5,
can ereate national

contest, The economic implications are
profound, New charisma-driven forces have
emerged. Actor Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVE) attempis to replicate the AIADMKS
matinee idol success with superficial Dravidian
and social justice assertions. Conversely,
film-maker Seeman’s Naam Tamilar Katchi seeks
to redefine Tamil nationalism away from its
Dravidian core.

This fi on [ bate the
existing limitations of the Dravidian model. The
AIADME-BIP alliance aims to exploit rather than
resolve caste tensions. Parties such as the Patali
Makkal Katchi, mobilising specific caste identities,
have aligned with the BJP for narrow identitarian
gains, These formations offer linde owards
solutions for environmental degradation, gender
discrimination or improving education and
employment quality - causes of concern in an

pressure, Facing a hostile Centre, the DME-Jed
alliance must think beyond regional confines,
mobilising opinion among other Opposition-ruled
States on shared concerns: delimitation, a
tworlanguage policy, and greater fiscal
decentralisation.

For the alliance to achieve its aims within
Tamil Nadu, its national partners — particularly
the Congress and Left - must actively foster a
fawvourable discourse on federalism, social justice
and secularism nationally. The political battles in
Tamil Nadu are thus not merely about retaining
power. Thiey are about preserving a distinet
model of governance and development that has
delivered tangible progress. The stakes for Tamil
Nadu, Indian federalism, and its diverse ethos,
could not be higher,

arimhasan i teehindu. oo

View India’s Gender Gap Report ranking as a warning

dhigital innevator, and home o the world's

Largest youth population, But the World
Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Report
(2025) is a sobering reminder that when it comes
oy gender equality, India remains far behind,

ll‘lrdiu is now a global economic power, a

Structural issues

Indlia ranks 131 out of 148 countries, with
particularly low scores in economic participation
and health and survival - the pillars essential for
meaningful gender parity. These are not just
ndicators, They are signs of a structural

» holding hqr.l( nutlrmal pm}."n.-sea_

Despite
Indin continues mstrugglu in ensuring women's
Feealth and autonomy, The report shows that

Inclia's sex ratio at birth remains among the most
skewed in the world, reflecting a persistent son
preference, The healthy life expectancy for
wimen s now lower than men's,

Such outcomes I':n'ml to chronic neglect in
reproductive he. preventive care and
nutrition, especially for women from
lower-income and rural backgrounds. Increased
Budget allocations for health, especially at the
primary care level, are a necessity t improve
women's well-being and their access o basic
services, such as education and health care.
Without good health, economic inclusion
becomes impossible, Nearly 57% of Indian
women in the 15 w 49 age group are anaemic - as
reported by National Family Health Survey
(WFHS)-5 - which reduces their ability o learn,
\mrk OF Carry pregnancies safely. Such a

h through English 1,
whjrm remains a currency for upward mobl i3
state schools do not offer English medium in-
struction, relatively richer families could still ac-
cess it through private schools. In this context,
education becomes a continuing reproduction
and even aggravation of social inequalities,
which is the exact opposite of its purpose. ‘Th.u
fact i that of English is emj

and convertible for other outcomes. There can
be a debate on whether it should be the medium
of instruction at the primary level, but a basic st
of any policy is in how it advances the ambitions
of the most disadvantaged sections,

E

d and correctable issue is emblematic
of the hlﬂad-t'r failure to treat women's health as a
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Indlia must treat
gender equality
as central o s
economic and

Participation and Opportunity subindex. Women
continue to earn less than a third of what men do,
and female labour force participation remains
stubbornly low. The MeKinsey Global Institute, in
2015, had projected that closing gender gaps
coubd add §770 billion to India's GDI by 2025,
Yet, in 2025, India appears to have lost out on the
apportunity, At the current pace of progress, it
may take over a century to close the global
economic gender gap — and India lags behind
even that trajectory.

A sidelining

This is mot just about employment numbers,
Women remain busy in informal and subsistence
work and are grossly under-represented in
decision-making spaces — from boardrooms o
budget committees, The result is a policy
ecosystem that repeatedly sidelines women's
lived realities, The burden of unpaid care work
continues to be & major deag on women's time
and agency. Indian women perform nearly seven
times more unpaid domestic work than men, as
highlighted by the Time Use Survey, Yet, this
critical labour remains invisible in national
accounting and underfunded in public policy.

Investing in care infrastructure such as
childeare centres, elder care services and
maternity benefits would not only ease this
burden but also enable millions of women o
enter or re-enter the workforce, The vacuum in
these services reflects both a gender and an
economic blind spot.

Coentral and State governments must begin to
aceount for unpaid care work in their economic
and social policy frameworks through time-use
surveys, gender budgeting, and direct investment

begun integrating care economies into thed
development plans, with positive results.

purting senior citizens

Indlia is at a demographic turning point. While it
continues to draw benefits from a young
population, its percentage of senior citizens is
expected to nearly double by 2050, reaching
close 1o 20% of the Fmﬁmluﬂ:m. This demographic
shift will predominantly comprise very old
women, especially widows, who often experience
high dependency. At the same time, fertility rates
huve already fallen below replacement level, as
noted in the NFHS-5, This means that the
working-age poj ion will shrink and the care
needs of the elderly will rise, The only way to
sustain economic growth in this context is o
ensure women - half the population - are
healthy, supported, and economically active,
Gender L‘qualltyi& ne longer ju-u arights issue. It
isa phic and

I women continue to exit or be excluded from
the workforee, the dependency ratio will rise
even faster, placing greater strain on fewer
wirkers and undermining hscal stability,
Reversing this tend demands integrated policies
that conmect health, labour and social protection.

India does not lack frameworks or ambition -
the slogans are there, What is required is real
investment: in public health systems that
prioritise women's needs; in care services that
redistribute unpaid work, and in policies that see
women not as beneficiaries, but as builders of the
ECOnomy,

The Global Gender Gap Report is not just a
ranking, It is a warning: unless India treats
pender equality as central to its economic and

rational development pricrity, demographic in care infrastructure, India can look o countries future, it risks ing the
India ranks 143rd on the Economic Tumre such as Unuguay and South Korea, which have Eains it has worked 5o hard to achieve,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bihar and the ECI will result in change for the Commission of India must The end of livelihoods are true purpose are eroding,

Bihar is a State that has better must be encouraged. ansure that its special Lives no longer seem to and hope is e:nngulshed Senthil V. Gunaseelan,

been plagued with This must also be
corruption and poor
administration for decades,

Therafore, any exercise that

supported by robust law
enforcement and a chean
administration. The Election

intensive revision of
electoral rolls is a success.

Manas Agarwi

al,
Ghazisbad, tar "Pradesh

matter whether it is in Gaza
or Ukraine,

The world watches silently
as penocide unfolds,

Across the world, we pride
ourselves om our
technological progress, but
empathy, morality and life's

Letters emalled to
lettersipthehindu,couin
must canry the pestal address.
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Our times, their words

Indians aren’t ‘Boomers, ‘Millennials’,‘Gen Zs'. We must find our own language

MADHU BHAVARAJU

MILLENMNIALS. GEN Z. Boomers, These tags
have beeome so embedded in our vocabu-
lary that we seldom question them.

They're used in marketing decks, re-
cruitment discussions, and even family
WhatsApp debates, But their origing are
distincely American. The "Boomers”
emerged from post-World War Il prosper-
ity in the US, “Gen X" from the disillusion-
ment of the Cold War. “Millennials” came
of age during the tech boom, These mark-
ers are born from Western economic, so-
cial, and political events,

US-based frameworks don't account for
the complex social, economic and cultural
Factors that play out in India, An B0-year-
ol *Boomer” in the US is very different
From an &0-year-old in India. This is because
Inedia’s story is different. [t isa nation whene
the pace and nature of change defy im-
ported framewaorks,

The same household often contains peo-
ple borm in different Indias — an
Independence-era grandparent, a liberali-
sation-era parent, and a child who is fluent
inthe language of reels,

We need a generational framework that
reflectsour own reality, One that is shaped
by Independence and post-Independence
iddealism, by black-and-white Doord arshan
and colour cable TV, by the 1991 liberalisa-
tien and the 20105 internet boom,

A framework that captures India's own
unigue and eventful journey over the last
75-plus years, Here's an attempt to decode
Inedia throasgh five homegrown generations;

The first generation [ 1940-1960):
Their defining traits are a scarcity mindset,
Frugality, and nation-building. This is the
generation of Independence and Partition.
Of handmade goods, ration lines, and ra-
dios. They witnessed wars, food shortages,
and the slow churn of the socialist
econaay, Their icons were | R D Tata and
M 5 Subbulakshmi,

They placed immense value on institu-
tigns such as LIC er HMT — brands that
stood for trust and self-reliance, For them,
owmership meant price. Travel was rare and
mostly by rail, They taught us "fugaod” —
not as a hack, but as a necessity.

The middle generation (1960-19750
This generation's defining trait is that they
were aspiratienal, but restrained, They grew
up waiting: Waiting for milk, gas cylinders,
seooters, jobs and opportunities. They were
used to delayed gravification and their
dreams often went unfulfilled.

leons ranged from Amitabh Bachchan
to Rakesh Sharma, Brands like Nirma and
Bata dominated consumption, Foreign
travel meant migration out of India, This is
the generation that taught us to “study
hard® so we could escape the system they
were stuck in.

The post-liberalisation generation
(1975-1990): Their defining traits were a
sense of dual identity, with one foot in the
old India, one in the new. Cable TV, the cola
wars, Sachin Tendulkar, Shah Rukh Khan.
Thiswas the generation that saw India open
up. This generation saw the first PCs and
dial-up internet, They grew up on
Doordarshan and graduated to MTY, They
were the first to experience choice, They

K] ALPHONS

1AM NOT a defence expert, even though |
was a keen member of the Padiamentary
Consultative Committee on Defence. But,
can anyone call themselves a defence ex-
pert after Operation Spider's Web? Carried
wart by Ukraine, it saw 117 drones, each re-
portedly costing less than Rs 50,000, appar-
ently destroying or damaging 41 Russian
aircraft — mostof them strategic oruise mis-
ile carriers — including at a location 4,000
km from the Ukrainian border, In anather
instance, several US B-2 stealth bombers
flew thousands of kilometres, passed over
enemy territory, bombed [ranian nudear
facilities afiely

Experts will propose dramatic changes in
defence strategy, just as the art of wa!

to describe ourselves at different moments and stages

have a strong brand affinity and will pay for
uality, Brands like Lewi's, Coke, and Maruti
became badges of identity,

i showdy ch st
airlines and intemational vacations, They were
the first to see India go from scarcity o abun-
dance and they remember both,

The tech generation (1990-2010): This
clies the Americ

|talmuw with less baggage, more choice.

This is the generation of smartphones,

Instagram, and global exposure, They grew

up with Facebook and YouTube,

Their icons are Virat Kohli, Elon Musk
and Deepika Padukone, They value conven-
ience over brand loyalty and experience
over ownership, They travel to Insta-wor-
thy places and stay in Airbnkbs, They are
India's first truly digital consumers but abse
the most distracted,

The Indian Gen ¥ (Post-2010): This
generation's defining iraits are native in-
ternet fluency and cultural confidence.
They don't know a world without smart-
phones, They are growing up with ChatGPT
tutors and influencers, The big cultural
change is that their worldview is shaped
by sacial media influencers,

They don't just consume content, they
create it, They expect brands to play by

Any strategy to connect with
the people needs to account
for cultural memory, not jus
age. A d0year-old in Indiais
not the same as a 40-year-old
in the US. The reference

aspirations are different,
Policymakers designing
pension plans or digital
literacy schemes need w
i wl generational
mindsets shaped by
tough times, not purely
income brackets,

R Sasfkumar

their rubes. They will shape a future of cre-
ator-founded D2C (direct to customer)-
first brands.

Any strategy to connect with the people
needs to acoount for cultural memory, not
just age, A 40-year-old in India is not the
same as a 40-year-old in the US. The refer-
ence paints, anxieties, and aspirations
are different,

Policymakers designing pension plans
or digital literacy schemes need to under-
stand generational mindsets shaped by
tough times, not purely income brackets.
EdTech companies need to speak to parents
or grandparents who fear technology and
children who are digital natives, Consumer
brands must evolve rapidly to catch up to
internet native customers who will soon
become primary decision makers with big
spending capacity.

India has seen major events from
Independence to wars to socialism to eco-
nomic stagnation o growth, At the level of
the family unit, we have changed from
large joint families to solo living within
o generations.

We've lived many lives in a single life-
time, We deserve to define those lives on
our own terms and not borrowed ones.

The writer is founder,
The Brand Ignition Co

Preparing for a future war

India should focus on UAVs, not fighters or tanks

territory, Itis foolish to use them when a Rs
50,000 drore can do the job much better at
afraction of the cost. It could be argued that
afighter plane can carry much bigger pay-
Inads, but with precision munitions, this is
s ey 5o critical. In any case, unmanned
aerial vehicles [UAVE) can be designed to
carry payloads of any size, Besides, for pre-
cision delivery of large payloads, mi
are the best. Our Agni missiles can hit al-
maost anywhere in the world accurately,
They are our price and the best demonstra-
tion of atmanirbharta; we owe a lot o for-
meer president A P) Abdul Kalam and Tessy
Thomas — the DRDO's former director gen-
eral of senon autical systems and project di-
mchor for !\gm -1V — forthem,
hifighters have lace in fu-

changed with the invention of g
machine guns, fighter planes, rm:lmts nu-
clear bombs, missiles ete, In light of recent
developments, | have the following obser-
vations on future planning,

First, fighter planes are fying ducks, and
horribly expensive, too. Earlier, fighters
were lost indogfights: now, they can be shot
dhowm in one's owm air space from enemy

ture warfare — sooner rather than later, bet-

ter radar technology or satellite-based ob-

servation technigques will be developed to
detect them, The DROO and HAL should
stop wasting resources on fighters, Only
transport planes and transpart choppers
will be rebevant in the future. Even recon-
naissance planes will be obsolete, with

Jwin PREE Whatsapp Channel hisps:! fwhatsapp comchannel/ D029Van2VRES RG] OKH&aB0F

satellites doing a much better job,

Second, aircraft carriers are sitting ducks
for LIAVS, A torpedo can also sink even the
mst protected carvier. And protecting one
requines a lot of paraphemalia — it's like an
emperor who needs o be closely guarded,
They are also enormously expensive; The
UISS Gerald R Ford cost $13.3 billion to build,
India has two aircraft carriers: INS
Vikrr and [NS Vikrant, Vik dli

g, thiey will deliver the munitions
aswell,including nuclear warkeads, Spend
lots of money on these,

All over the world, the best defence
equipment is manufactured by the private
sector. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
focused on the development and produc-
tion of defence equipment locally, He
knows what he wants, It has produced
ike the Akashteer air de-

has a displacement of 44,500 tonnes and
Vikrant arounc 43,000, Both cost a fortune,
China has three and is building one more,
Their only purpose is tocarry fighter planes
and helicopters. They are good for national
prichie and niot masch else — don't build mone,
The money can be used to develop equip-
ment that is far more critical,

Third, tanks are expensive, They can be
immwbilised with drones, and there are a
varbety of shells that can destroy any battle
tank, They can easily be replaced with more
effective and less expensive equipment —
don't waste maoney on them.

Fourth, future wars will be satellite/Uay-
driven conflicts. Not only will these track

fence control and reporting system, de-
signed and produced by BEL, which was
very effective during Operation Sindoor,
The DRDO's wings should be clipped dras-
tically and it should stick to its areas of core
competence, such as missile technology, Let
the private sector do the rest, without any
supervision by the DRDO, They will produce
waorld-class products. Give thema free hand
and have a large PL for the sector.

Ourarmed foroes are incredibly compe-
tent and we need to give them the best for
future warfare,

Alphons is @ foemer Union minister and
author of The Winning Formula

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Mo ome sheudd connt on Me Trump re
less o that producing significant action

aining aggrieved by Russia for long, still

= THE GUARDIAN

Farm crisis,
Made in China

Beijing is weaponising fertiliser
exports, but Centre has shown
little urgency to help farmers

PAWAN KHERA

I'WAS IN Bihar last week, A young farmer
named Raju Singh greeted me with folded
hands, But his smile didn’t quite reach his
eyes, “Sir, bl kabhi hol, kabii nahi, Ab DA
(Di-ammonium Phosphate) bhi gava, Ab
baliye, kya ugnayein? Kyu ugoayein?” (The
power supply is erratic. Now even DAP sup-
plies harve stopped. What dowe grow now’?)
The questien, Wy even farm?™ should give
nightmanes bopolicymakers in Delhi. When
farmers stop wondering what to grow and
start asking wiy, we are not facing an agri-
cubtural crisis. We are staring at an abyss of
depleting national morabe,

Rajurisn'tabone, Across Bihar — in Siwan,
Samastipur, Darbhanga — | heard versions
of the same story. Farmers queuing up for
Fertiliser and beding told to “wait™, while pri-
wvate agents jack up prices under the counter,
Sewmie bought DAP at Rs 1,750 a bag — Rs400
above the notified price — acconding o lo-
cal mandi reports, Others simply gave up.

Fertiliser stock levels in India are nearty

halfofwhat they were at the same time last

earth supplies, It took the matter to the
WD, and in 2014, it ruled against China to
stabilise rare earth prices The matter gen-
erated ripples acress the world as many
countries re-evaluated their reliance on
China. Japan, for example, initiated efforts
todiversify its supply chainof rare earth re-
serves, Consequently, its dependence an
China for rare earth reserves has gone
dlowm by at least 30 per cent.

Having witnessed China leverage its
rare earth dominance with Japan, the Modi
government should have moved on a war
Footing to reduce India's dependence on
China from the day it assumed office in
2014, The Condedberation of Indian Industry
(O urged the government to establish an
India Rare Earth Mission, This suggestion
first fell on deaf ears, It is only during the
past coupe of months that the Centre has
sprung into action on this matter — albeit
too little and too late,

Iis oo late because India is already avic-
timof China's informal ban on the export of
rareearth mkaIjstﬂn listhe because this
last-m hain
and the endeavour to boost domestic pro-
duction of rare earth reserves are welcome,
bt not enough, As for fertilisers, the bulkol
India's esisting DAP produsction capacity was
established under successive Congress gov-
ermments, The BJF, on the other hand, during
the past 11 years, has only shown imterest in

year, With such limited
ane skyrocketing. The decline is Largely due
to China's informal ban an fertiliser exporis
to Inclia, Despite the absence of a formal no-
tification from their government, customs
authorities and port officials in China have
stopped clearing fertiliser shipments des-
tined for India,

Irwlia is the largest importer of AP in the
word, the second-maost used fertiliser in the
country after wrea, China has historically
Daesen thes top exporter of DAP i India, Eighty
percentof India's speciality fertilisers — cru-
cial for high-value horticubtural crops like
fruits and vegetables — also come from
China, As the kharf sowing season
{June-July)is uncensay, the shortage of TP
and speciality fertilisers is back-brealdng for
Ineclian Farmers,

pmdul:ln,gpnlannngpmmgu’da
Mo gowernment now finds itself
ilability, prices l" W ur | fesrrm of wiar-

fare, China is not directly challenging Indlia
on a hattlefield or in diplomatic forums,
Instead, it has launched a covert assault on
farms, infrastructure projects and our man-
ulacturing sector, The truth is, we are bosing
gronad, Teelay, the ban on the export of rane
earth magnets is slowly suffocating our
mamnusfacthuring sector —especially defence,
EVs, and electronics, Exploration and diver-
sification of the supphy chain are being taleen
uponly now, when the damage i already
done, Chinese firms have refused to supply

for ing machines used
li jectsin India,cit-

incriti
ing vague procecural hurdbes.

China is throttling our agriculture dur-
ing the peak season, Allwe have received in
themmnalpuliql overthe past 11 years ane

Theg
It has repeatedly raised slogans of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. But this spirit of self-
reliance is hardly reflecied in primary sec-
tors Hle agriculture, We are wold to blame
glohal Imsfﬂllmdnmpnnns hutllusﬁ
n't

Why the ban? China has a tendency o
weaponise trade o solve temitorial disputes.
In 2010, a collision between a Chinese Ash-
ingg boat and Japanese coast guan:l w:mls

hemies and repackaged siogans,
In the last three months alone, over 750
Farmers have died by suicide in Maharashira,
The scarcity of fertilisers will spike fruitand
vegetable prices, fuel food inflation across
rural India and hasrt the urban middle class,

States like Bihar that are already net
importers of several nutrient-rich crops
will bear the brunt. Let's be clear: This is-
n'tthe doing of foreign forces, 1t's a failure
ol Indlan hands Thase in charge who

near thee disputed Senkaks
as the Diaoyu lslands in [‘Iuna]hdlnthm!-
tention of the Chinese captain by Japan, In
response, China halted rare earth exports o
Japan, although this was not officially an-
nounced. India, of course, has its own unre-
sodved territorial dispute with China, This is
China's way of arm-twisting India into sub-
mission, The Narendra Modi government is
yet o call out China

At the time of the dispute, Japan, too,
was heavily reliant on China for its rare
Jnin FR

" and detivemd dn.
pmdum those who promised vision and
delivered a vacuum.

Acrns; the country, farmeers, workers,
ane are fast secingt heB|Ps
propaganda, The day sn't far when ll\qf'll
return the favouwr of indifference to the B
— with a quiet, decisive and stinging lesson
indemocracy.

The writeris chairmem,
i and puablicity department, AICC

Telegram Chanmel https/ftmel +jLIY KqDAFHBAwWMGO

‘WE NEVER LEARN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "A bridge
alls"(IE, July 11 ). Iris truly disheartening
that while ancient Indian bridges and
roads still stand strong, those built only
afew years ago collapse, killing innocent
peopde, Despite India's progress infickls
like space and sports, such internal fail -
ures expose deep weaknesses in our sys-
e Bridges and railway tracks must be
imspected at least quarterly, yet author-
iies continue o neglect this, Taxes are
paid diligently, but oftenvanish inmoin-
fNated salaries, air-conditioned offices,
and Lavish perks — whllz' infrastructune

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SC'S INTERVENTION
THIS REFERS TCh thee report, 'SC lets EC
revision continue, suggests adding
Aadhaar, ration, voter card to list of
documents' (IE, july 11), The Supreme
Court’s serious questions to the
Election Commission (EC) in respect of
the urgency with which it was con-
ducting the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls in the poll-
bound state of Bihar has exposed the
partisan attitude of the EC in favour of
the ruling BJP It is a tragedy that the
EC, whichis expected w facilitate dem-
ocratic participation in its entirety, has

crumbles, culprit,
eating into both safiety and governance.
Superficial repairs won't fix broken
bridges and systems.

Edsha Srivastava, lama

I5 REFERS TO the editorial, *A bridge
falls' (R, July 11). The crumbling of the
Gambhira bridge inVadodara isa result of
the gaw:numnt s systemic negligence
inmaintaini ture, Bricge il

tured into a partisan exercise like

the SIR. The advice of the 5C to the EC
is as good as a stay on the process.

Tharcius § Fernande, Chennal

A POLITICAL TOOL
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Nobel

Please Prize'(IE, July 11). The recent nom-
inations of LS President Donald Trump

ures are a recurring problem in India.
Inciclents like the collapse of a bridge in
Murnbai in 2019, in Morbi in 2022 and
the collapse of 12 bridges in aspan of
threeweeks inBihar in 2024 isa grime-
miner of the need for policy correction
and accountability. Passing the buck
without course correction leads to tax-
payers’ hard-earned money being
wasted, Due diligence must be done andd
Justice served,

Indrajeet Shubcla, Licknaw

fiow ‘eace Prize by lsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Paldistan’s Field Marshal Asim Munir are
less endorsements of diplomacy and
m Fthee Prizeitself, Onee
a symbal of global maral aspiration, the
Mobel Peace Prize now risks becoming a
ool of political theatre, Trump's recond,
marked more by brinkmanship thanres-
olution, hardly reflects the spiritef Alfred
Mobel's vision, To reward rhetoric over re-
sults is toemde the meaning of peace.

K Chidanand Kumar, Sengaliong
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

LISTEN TO THE COURT

EC must not stand on prestige. At stake is the integrity and
credibility of the process it has fine-tuned so painstakingly

HE SUPREME COURT has not stayed or stopped the Election Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision of ehectoral rolls in Bihar, an exercise that has stoled

EDITORIAL PAGE |

R —————————————

WoRrnLY WISE
I LOVE SLEEP. MY LIFE HAS THE TENDENCY TO FALL
APART WHEN I'M AWAKE, YOU KNOW?
— ErnisT HEMINGWAY

As America slips

The US is undermining what made it great, India will
suffer short-term pain — it also has opportunities

MANISH SABHARWAL

AN AUTOIMMUNE DISEASE occurs when

your body's immane system treats its own

Tvealthy tissues as imaders and attacks them.

America's policles currently targeting fis three

pmwrml miseles — universities, cumpmlﬁ
¥ vatie shrt

eonfuston on the ground and raised spectres of disenfranchisement. But
that's not the most important message after the EC's day in court Thursday,
It s, instead, this: The Court has laggzed important issues that the Commission would do
well to heed and act upon, before it fibes its counter-affidavit in a fortmight — the 5C is
scheduled to bear the matter agaln onjukm Even .mlu: Court ha; Frmdlumnmns

Indlanmnwumu.nm enrolment, man-
ulacturing jobs, Foreign investment and ex-
ports, While these attacks feel lile a passing
shaower, it's too early to conchede they aren't
mmlmm' change ol Pax Americana encing.

with thul hat it 18 acldl dariinr th

EC must know that they resonate wide by, It needs to ask itself whether the ebectoral roll
revision exercise — unprecedented not in itself, but for asking for documentation mlu'

' pnlltk:unlhlth m\m'ﬂa
mrmnllr:hrmhnulmllstmmrllumqh

stage of enumeration, for shifting the burden of proof onto and for di

the sanctity of existing ebectoral rolls — can be carried out according to due process with
anly months to go before the Bihar election, It needs to consider seriously the Court's
suggestion that, “in the intere st of justice”, it should include more accessible and ubiqui-
tous options e the Aadhaar card, ration card and voter 1D card inits list of requined doc-
uments. The Court has asked the EC to give reasons for not inclucing these. The EC must
knew that the onus ks now on it to prove that it is acting in good faith,

Itisironic that the EC, for long seen to be one of Incia's most trusted institutions, should
find itselfin the dock, The reforms inktiated andsupm'lml by the EC in asprawling coun-
try of staggering diversities have 1 that the Indian election sets the gold standard
inrtrwmlduunrimmhlrpulls and for ensuring that no voter is left out, every vobe
iscounted in, Now, that insti shiowe that it also i that it knows wh
tostanel on prestige, Fut..\l mlu: Isi::uwn mcunhnd legaey, and more importantly, the

integrity and erecibil 1and fine-tuned so palnstalkingly.
Apart I'mmsugmr:tlns Ihe Induslun of Ihm dlxumenl:m the EC list, and pointing out
that the tight timeline Tuding in the matter of providing

areasonable opportunity for a Imrlng in cases of deletion, the Court has also drawn at-
tention to the question of remit. 1t s the Ministry of Home Alfairs, not the EC, the 5C has
rightly sabel, whose task it Is to ascertain or verify citizenship,

a 1B0-clay plan for deregulation fae employ-
ers.d iiation ofp ok

Ting.
of human capital.

Some people date Pax Americana — US
dominance inthe world order — toWorld War
111 prefer January 1992, when President
George HW Bush, referring to the Soviet
Union'scollapse, said, “The last year has seen
changes of biblical proportions By the grace of
Gad ... aworld once divided ... now recog-
nilses one sole and preeminent power, the
United States of America,” Despite this bibii-
cal hubeis = anel 511, twowars, a financial cri-
sks and Covid sinoe — the US has dominated
in digital innovation, new drugs and stock
mmarket growth because it stole the best peo-
plein the workd, made public investments in
basie science and its companies globalisec
their supply chains. But America is now
pouncing on all theee.

Ameriea’s universities are home to 50 per
mnmrmlhmvdnnm Funding fromithe

1 sof Health contributed to 99
Bt mast of all, the EC must Bsten to the Count because it is ghdng the G ATy

ather apportunity to listen to the volce of India's voters, ( i have pcrmr ufalldmsx ippn‘mﬂ bikvwtet 2010
raptumdmdthou' \tolm especially in vulnerable mllunsﬂnlammumllﬁlymml A for 38 per of total in
X cise. The EC i he undoe- 20M.\Imost.1s mh as all global \'ﬂlllll!:

mnmipmplc the pou'.uulllu' migrants, the SCs and STs and choward d. Global consemers ol
and tothe heir parents'| heirmarital homes, | up klncandlnlxm\tlun mlmlmlmmilm
date and clean the ch  rolls, of course, and make them mone accurate. But it must do (chips, internet, and G have benefited from

the peaple,and without stoking their anxietics,

CALL BACK THE BILL

Maharashtra Special Public Security Bill will aid state over-reach,
criminalise dissent. Fadnavis government must step back
HEREARE SALIENT differences betwoen Left Wing Extremism [LIWE] — which
has been lagged by successive governments at the Centre and inthe states as
agrave internal —and "urban Maodsm®, The former, an insur-
gency against the state, Il.lmrgm-d security forces, wmmdﬂmlamll
fans and paliticlans and invited a whol that inclucles d
gagement, development mkandalm:ul’uhtrpulms.lml actions, The latter isa political
term off mlﬂlmu rm'nl vlnlmlhdl has been deployed controversially against activists,
studlents and dlel with the dominant ideology or palit-

generous US government funding that sup-
ported cutting-edge basic science research
and grants o acacemdc scienti: ol the

The political popularity of
America'’s economic
irtatiomality — Make
America Great Again, feels
like Make America White
Again —suggests healing
will take time, But Indians
showing schadenfreude at
America's challenges should
pause, Despite our shore-
term pain from the USs
actions, its democracy
remaing the best partner for
India students, emigrants,
investment needs and
exports, Suppose the
government-funded
American research engine in
basie science suffers, Its hard
o imagine the Indian state
or pharma, software, and
manufacturing companics

backlash against universities iseamed assome
intolerant bamiani ties profiessors with physics
envy gift-wrapped their disciplines as social

responding with resources of
the same intensity
and impact.

Jodn FREE Telegram Channel hitpe/Lme/+{UY KqgOAFHBAwMGO 1

sciences, ignorng Richard Feynman's warn-
ing that plysics would beumpn;alhlc if ebec-

trons had feedings. This corversi

les to mathematies, political sclence to
statistics, and soelology/anthropology te
racisem parallebed a erisis in peer-reviewed,
Journal-pubdished academic papers around
replicability, scalability, and generalisability.
It's also unclear whether a private universi
like Harvard, with an endowment of $50 bil-
lion, should tale S90,000 per student per year
in government funding.

President Donald Tremp's economically
illterate advice to Walmart, a hyper-effident
Aemerican retaiber with 3 per cent profit mar-
mnsm mt hls import tarll'mn Iunswa;r
frommithy i

chars
new book Apple in China by mm Mctiee.
Ignnms the author's ising and unfair

I
and governance. This may also explain
e Ithes be-

Klash. L

carne idealists with ilhusions, The geographic
(rural) and sectoral (manufacturing) coneen-
tration of declines were ignored, Liberals

% | migration would hurt legal
mlsra:mapath to citizenship is not neces-
sary for a path to work. And migrants are eas-
e to wilify than technology.

The political popularity of America's eco-
nomic irrationality — Make America Great
Again, foels Hie Make America White Again
—suggests healing will take time. But Indians
showing schadenfrewde at Ameriea's chal-
lenges should pause. Despite our short-term
pain from the US's actions, its democracy e
mams the best partner for India's students,

!\pplr’s mmtlunathcbnnl: in-

investment needs and exports,
Suppnae the government-funded American
in basic schence suffers. it's

upply chail the

of
most significant factor in reducing global
poverty I:yaln-ahng Immtmtnr "‘I"l_'lﬁ

haﬂlmumasim the Incian state or pharma,

software, and manufacturing companies re-

;puMIng with resaurces of the same Inten-
Lt

came Immmmrxluﬂmsupplychalm.
ondy ane in 10 of our workers works in a fac-
oy, However, Chinas recent dismissal of Deng
Kiaoping's cconomic genius presents India
with a manufacturing opportunity to attract
factory refugees despite America’s tanfl drama

Jcadoesn't Eace the pno i

4

apan (aclult iape

e i
W bty el o

weatothe
I " aginethe tyranny and soulless-
ncasuraglubalordﬂlinm'dunchm.
Every pmhlcm isan o rtunlty. India
musteap
cutemplayer

provisions. Second, shift some of Delhi's
powwer ( funds, functions and functionaries ) to
state and city governments, Third, while the

] )

ChlnatNIgerIa may have more ptuplc: by
2060). Approximately 14 per cent of
Amenicansare foreign-bosn,and immigrants,
inclucing thedr LiS-born children, account for
b1l prrcentol’thr mululy‘;pnpula:lm ‘Ihcsc

nmibers cone

troubles of America's by League universities
are probabl tem Fary. granting poorna
swarf to | rﬂs angmmtam inno-
vac,disrupcamu'achmldmhm:hdr
disruption of global university rankings,

J'\.II three reforms are hard, But as a song

deel us, Jorgh se it

Finferer

company
formation, unlwrslly teaching, sclentific re-
search, technalogy innovation, and taxes.
Indu.\ ;lmpmlublr success in two dela.n in-

oned poor
countries exporting software and medicines
= benefited from America'sskilled worervisa

regime and brain circukation, A new book iy
oy \iversitventt

Inelira Gandhi years suggests they rep

ke verstren ey e heclfyaon
thhhsmmmmmk
Hhe chains that bind you I

halins

t nm hered ch
thing as being too late, bast there isa “fierce ur-
gency of now'. Success s far from guaranteed

lbut the moment loels mspicious,
The writer is co-founder of
Tiecarm Services

RucHI GUPTA

MISSION WITHOUT A MANDATE

India’s Alambitions need bipartisan consensus. Parliament must be brought in

teal putablish Disturh

al Public Secur -yﬁlll

lowver | 1l rase spec-
tres ol state ch it imvites the
danger of blurring the lines between extremist vlnlcm .1nd nnn -winlent dissent.

The Bill fails the test established by the Supreme Court as far back as 1962 in Kedar
Matfa Singh vs State of Bihar, Words and ideas, no matter how critical of the government,
even the state itself,d i acrime unless they can be directly linked
s The Bill a jail term of up to seven years for “amy

toviolence, The
action” that is "spoleen or written” or hyvlaual representation” that ean be construed as

ASTHELIS and Chinadrive aneweraof Alcom-
petition, and the EL asserts keadership on Al
regulation, India has articulated its ambition
tevdead in technology and shape global Al gov-
ernance, With its democratic legitimacy anc
digital capacity, India is positioned to repre-
sent the Global South In Al forums, However,
witheut acomprehensve, politically grounded
nallnn.\l slr.1mmlmfhlllngluhminu\h

a"danger i peace and trancuility” of interferes with "maintenance of publicoeder”, and
it allewes foe attaching the property of an accused. In this respect, It Is moee stringent than
the most controversial sections of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. Demoeracy,
in pr.\ula' Is lherlr.hl o speak and write, to draw and debate, o disagree and crithelse,
The C 1 this in fis g of the fund al rights to speech
and expression, The Special I‘ublkS«mily Act wnlmnth.u promise in letter and spirit,
Chibef Minister Devendra Fadnavis, who tabled the Bill, said that it was needed to
COUTIET Orgar that are g the yout h". He should have more faith in
the maturity of the young, He spoke of how LWE influence ks waning in the state, as in
musch ol the “red corrdor, which, he sakd, is down from four districes to ewe blocks, Why,
then, raise the bagey of "urban Maoism"? Itis difficult nm lo m-llu' Hlllasm.ﬂw [
armogate more powers tothe state and to help it e
ments, The Malu:.mhlr.\wmmmlmuslmlﬂnl:lhclm

MAN AT REST

Atatime when burmout s a badge of honour, Hugh Grant's
Wimbledon napis a reminder of the body's limits

AS T I'HE‘ sun-dappled amblence, the sirawberries and eream, the
i Flavio Coballl's ur against Serbian Newal
Diekervicon Centre Court orawlyiIm'mshlnaMlghtafbdmmﬂd-

laikity aeel ing thee atten-

danlalrmgfmndamlllm maticns,

The IndiaAl Mission, approved Last year
with abudgget of aver Rs 10,000 crore, isawel-
come shep, But it s a mission without aman-
date, Housed as a division of a Section § com-
pany under the Ministry of Electronics and
Infoemation Technology, it is led by a bureau-
erat, Operating without a Cabinet-endorsee
national strategy. it lacks Both the political heft
e drfve whole-of-government coordination
or signal the long-term political commitment
requireed to align public and private action, The
U, Chima, the UK and the EL anchor their Al
efforts m[url!.\ll.c.zbwwndumed mational

This governance gap Is critical because
Inclia faces structural deficits that impede is
M eeosystem, which cannot be overcome
through ineremental appeoaches, The Incian
RA&D hase remains relatively shallow, Our uni-
versities are underrepresented in global Al
rankings; the pipeline of Al-specialised PhDs is
limived; collaboration between acadernia and
industry is weale India continues bo kese top-
ther Al tadent to global hubs,

lnihe prlv.\le »mor In-dl.\ s IT industry
. Research

year-old |nml||hnhlld .\cmi.werywhlu HiFe? Wi the rea-

ol

sedest relative to intema-

son, Hugh Grant deser hy. There he was, in the royal boxat | seated
behind Queen C.lmlll.lmdﬂ.\nkcd by Britain's well-dressed and well-rested, watching
the men's singles quarter-finals, when the actor did something quéetly radical: Head at a
tilt, eyes closed, utterly unbothered, be took a nap,

The internet, of course, did what ltdoes best — it glggled, memed, and gently roasted,
Bt far from a gaffe, Grant’s power nap was a vibe, Ata time when hustle culture is prac-
tically a maral code ancl bumnout a badge of honour, his shateye was a tiny, silken rebel-
Hon, a reminder that in a world obsessed with presence and polish, the human body
sometimes refuses tocooperate with the agenda, That it may cock a snook at the tyranny
of being abways- present and simply opt out, It makes Grant a perfect ambassador for ex-
Istential exhaustion, Because honestly, is there anyone who hasn't been in his shoes?
Afver a hard day’s work, settling dewn with a book, or to a movie t slough off the day's
drudgery, wha hasn't found their eyes glazing over mid-sentence, or the soundtrack of
the movie facling to a pleasant drone in the background?

Sopraise beto Grant for serving upan unex pected ace, In that small, delicious moment,
he didn't merely catch forty winls = he made an elegant case for surrender. Not to lazi-
ness, Wmllmllamﬂ\em sulet wisdom over sockety smlmlmptrlnnﬂalwelm-

Jis FREE Whnlln;p Chanmel higpa! whatsappocomdchannel /(0

Venture capital majors are
frank: They see India as a
consumer market, nota
deepetech imnovator,
Funding remains skewed
towards consumer tech, not
foundational research,
Bridging these deficits will
require a coordinated
transformation, guided Ivy a

tional companies, and to the extent that the
Inchian IT industry has engaged with Al it has
been largw in drplwm duwmﬂ ream

democracies will look at whether its dormestic
governance aligns with its aspirations abroad,

The path forward is clear, India needs a
Cabinet Pipai

of frontier Al-first na
tional champions and the deep-tech indus-
trial ecasystem seen in global leaders.
Vienture capital majors are frank: They see
Inchia as a consumer market, not a deep-tech

senvtec to Parllament — that sets out aﬁsk{a‘n
actionable roacdmap, aned mechanksms for
o antability. Th st
aablish y sithor-

cansumer tech, not foundational research,
Bridging these deficits will require a coordi-
nated :r.wlom:lmr.uldcd by a Mlml

ity with a whole-ad-government mandate;
align R&D, inchustrial policy, and security strat-
egy.and create frameworkes far public engage-
mcm .md parliarm.'nlary Mrﬂm Al is ot

strategy, anc
designed to prwldc Iunf.-lcrm policy sl.\bl
Iy, That consensus is what Inclia’s current
approach lacks. Parliament's role goes be-
yundn'gul.\llon: it Is1hc ptllmry lnrum for

1rmhnna| Jon that will mlupemlnn.ll 5=
curity,
tract ieself, Managing that transformation re-
quires policy stability and legitimacy — built
through lroad-based national deliberation,

Parliament has
shaping national Al governance. Imuhan l
per cent of guestions are on Al and there ks
no dedicated lnaliuﬂ roml mrclunlsm N:r

Inclia's strengthes are undeniable: A you

population,a digital econormy.. l&
the world's largest democracy, These assets
position India o chart an Al trajectory that

oversight, lnother

Inlative p h

port mm.l::rm;lu. ensured transparency,
and aligned gevernance with public values.
Without wllam.llyanmunng.lm’s AI

wnation inchsion, But that
bullt bi sup- Tuturewill e by default,
ﬂwwlnmhxmmsdmnm;lolul

Algoverr

pahll es advam‘e rapidly, India must move

FEvErnance rsks rem.
wulnerabsde to administrative shifts.
The rumucnm of lhls dcmacra:l:

| insitiativis toward a com-
pmlmuea:ramy Al governanee must be
ma:rd s a national strategic priority =

it arounc!

national strategy, anck

in political consensus and
designed to provide long:
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ASSASSINATION FOILED

THE SR LANKAN government said that a plot
Iy Tamil separatists to assassinate President
Junius layewardene was fofled when the po-
lice discovered 120 kg of gelignite wired toa
timing device in a parked van. A statement
Iy the Information Minister said the alleged
conspirators "vold police that the tanget was
to be the presidential secretariat”. The gov-
ernment said a group called the Eelam
Mulmry Omlmllanormm Wl

the Sri Lank,
1I-es'd.ule|np| and ina joint statemen
nied invelverment
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US ArMS PAKISTAN

THE LINITED STATES is rushing to Pakistan
100 AIML sichewinder air-to-air missiles and
an unspecified number of shoulder-fred sur-
face-to-air Stinger missibes worth $8.5 mil-
lion, In addition, a Pakistanl request for
wnduunmmvrmhlmmdw

The p-dep 1

marmlm hutof rest,

and the
TULF drlu.mnn mrl Inp.ulns in talles with

tien and | prion of Afghan aireralt re-
makns under study: Astate department state-

ment said that the defence equipment is “in
response to repeated violations of Pakistan's
abrspaceand teeritory by Commamnist adreralt
approaching from Afghanistan”,

CJIRETIRES
CHIEF JUSTICE YV Chandrachud retired after
seven years in the post and 25 years as a jud ge.
ustice PN Bhagwati, the mm]udmol’
the ﬂugmnrﬂwl  will be sworm inas the new
Chief Justice, While Chand r.u'hud had the
lorgest term as CJL Justice Bhagwat will have
one of the shortest — one-and-a-half years,
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What Maharashtra’s ‘urban Maoism’ Bill says

Bill passed by voice vote in Assembly targets ‘unlawful activities of left-wing extremist organisations', First introduced last year, Bill has seen 3 amendments

MOHAMED THAVER
MLIMBAL JULY 11

THE STRINGENT Maharashtra Special Public
Security [ MSPS) Bill, which seeks “to provide
for effective prevention of certain unlawful
activities of Irltwmg mln:mlst urgamsms

the Bill says the “me nace of Naxalism is not
anly limited to remote areas of the Naxal af-
fected states, but its presence is increasing in
the urbanareas also through the Naxal front
Organi sations”.

According to the government, these
“frontal arganisations™ pm\ndrluglstlcsand
safee refuge to armed Nanlwdrcs and “ex-

arsimilar
state Assembly by a vaice vote cmThnlrsda

The M5PS Bill has been debated wndc]y
ever since it was first intro-
duced in the monseon session
afthe state legislature last year
by Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who was Deputy
Chief Minister at the time, The Opposition
his raised concerns over the definition and
interpretation of some of the terms and
clavses in the Bill,

The Bill will now be introduced in the
Legislative Council where it is expected to
pass as well. It will then be sent to the
Governor for his assent, following which it
will become L,

Why did the Fad navis government
introduce the Bill?

The statement of objects and reasons of
Fesira I

EXPLAINED

istirg laws are i to
tackle this menace of Naxalism®,

To address this situation, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
and Odisha have enacted
Public Security Acts and
hanned 48 Maxal frontal organ-
isations, the Bill says.

Whiat are the provisions of the Bill?

The Bill gives the government the power
to declare any suspect “organisation” as an
“unlawful organisation". It prescribes four
offences for which an individual can be pun-
ished: (i) for being a member of an unlawiul
organisation, (i} when not a member, for
raising funds for an unlawiul organisation,
(i) For managing or assisting in managing
an unlawful organisation aned, {iv) for com-
rmitting an “unkawful activiey”.

These effences carry jail terms of twoyears
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HOW THE BIRKIN

THE FIRST-EVER Birkin handbag sold for
awhopping 8.6 million euros ($100 mil-
||m|]m|'|1|n|rsday hcl:nmmgllu: s::l:um:l
Mot exp sold at
an avction {after the ruby red slippers
From The Wizard of Oz, which sold for
$32.5 million in 2024).

Named after the late actor Jane Birkin,
for wihom French fashion houses Henmis
created it, the auctioneer called acoessory
the “the most Bamous bag of all time".

( The Birkin bag was notably featured
in the 2001 Hindi film Zindagi No Miegi
Dobara, The film contained several refer-
ences toits hefty price tag.)

HEMOST FAMOUS BAGOFALLTIM

CAMETOBE

The original Birkin bag created by
Hermis in 1984 in Paris, a¢

A practical luxury
Hermés exclusively commissioned
the bag for Birkin in 1984, branding it

ements on the handerafted all-black
Ieather prototype set it apart from Birkins
that fallowed, For ane, this was the only
Eirliin with a non-removable shoulder

with her initials |.B, on the front Aap, be-
lowe the lock. The subsequent commer-
cialised version of Birkin's hag went on to
become one of the world's most exclu-
sive luxury items, extravagantly priced
and with a years-long waiting list.
The hag wias born out of an encourter
between Birkin and jean-Louis Dumas,
thenthe head of Hermés, ona flight. Birkin
splilt someof her things on thecabinfloor,
and asked Dumas why Hermes didn't
rmake a bigger handbag, Dumas sketched a
design on an aeroplane vomit bag and
soon, sent Birkin her specially-made hag.
“There is no doubt that the Original
Birkin bag is a true one-of-a-kind... It is
ineredible to think that a bag initially de-
signed by Hermis as a practical acces-
sory... has be s
in history,” said Morgane Halimi,
Sathely's bead of hand bags and Fashion.

Height of French chic
Sathely's said that several design el-

P ing for the busy life and practi-
calryufthr:slr@:l actor, social activist and
mother, The bag that Hermeé's handmade
for Birkin also has gilded brass hardware,
bottom studs and other features that dif-
fier from commercial models,

Birlcin's casual beoezy styde in the 19G0s
and early 19705 — long hair with bangs,
jeans paired with white tops, knit
minidresses and hasket bags < still epito-
mises the height of French chic for manmy.

Cultural legacy
Birkin kept the prototype for nearly a
decade before auctioning it for an AIDS
charityin 1994, [twas auetioned againin
2000 and has since been in private hands.
Sutlu:by‘s said.
“Its presence spans the worlds of
music, film, television and the arts” and

magazine mainstay, and a coveted pisce
in the wardrobes of celebiritios, artists
and stylists.” AP
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M Devendra Fadnavis said Maoists
were 'trying to braimeash the youth of
urban areas’, rm

to seven years, along with fines ranging from
Rs 2 lakh to Bs 5 lakh. The offence relating to
committing an unlawful activity carres the

impr
years and afine of Rs 5 lakh,

Offences under the proposed law are cog=
nizable, which means arrests can be made
without a warrant, and are non-bailable,

Thee Bill defines unJawluI a:twl'y asany

by an inclivid

whether by committing an act or by words
either spoken or written or by signor by vis-
ibbe representation or otherwise, which con-
stitute a danger or menace to public order,
peace and tranguility; or interferes with the
maintenance of public arder; or inteferes
with the administration of law or its estab-
lished institutions and personnel; or is de-
signed tooverawe by criminal force or show
of criminal force to any public servant, etc.

Indulging in or propagating, acts of vio-
lenoe, vandalism or other acts gencrating fear
and apprehension in the public; encourag-
ingor preaching disobedience to established
law and its institutions; or collecting money
or goods to carry out arty of these unbawful
activities are also included.

‘What happened when the Bill was first
introduced last

The Bill was first brought at the fag end
of the 2024 Monsoon Session of the
Assembly. The day after the Bill was L'abk'd
the Assembly
not passec.

After the Assembly elections, following
which Faclnanis became Chief Minister, the

had expressed apprehensions, the Billwould
be sent to the joint select committee, and
taken up again after all views and opinions
had been considered.

and for matters connected...”,

The introduction to the amended Bill says
that "since the Bill intencs to destroy Urban
Maxalism, the Committee opined to bring
clarity on this aspect”, and changod urikavi-

‘What changes were suggested by the ul activities of
Joint Select Committee? m" unlawﬁllactmnnul'lcﬁ\'\"mbctrcmlst
The Joint Sebect C org i similar

25 mermbers from both houses of the lrgls-
lature, was headed by BJP leader and state
Revenue  Minister  Chandrashekhar
Bawankule. The Committee held five moet-
inggs between March 4 and June 26 this year,
The Committee received more than 1200
suggestions and objections from various
stakehedders including opposition parties,
NGOs, and citizens until the April 15 dead-
line, Some objections were raised about
open-ended definitions of terms like "un-
lawhul activity”; some like the People’s Lindon
forr Civil Liberties{ PUCL) ashoed for the Bill be
weithedrawn in its entirety.
Eventually, the Committee made a total of
three amendments to the original BaIL

W The second amendment was to clause
5(2)of the Bill, which says that “the Advisary
Board shall consist of three persons whoare
or have been or qualified to be appointed as
judge of the High Court. The Government
shall appaint the members and designate
one of them as the Chairperson,”™

The Committee suggested that the Board
shall consist of a chairperson who is or has
been a judge of the High Court, and two
membersofwhich one shall be retined judge
and another shall b ikeacder of
the High court appointed by the state gov-
CITmenL.

W The third amendment was made to
clause 1502}, Instead of the acts defined un-

W The first amendment
“long title and preamble”. Initially the long
title anel preamble read: A Bill to provide far

Bill was intraduced in last year,

pI!.'-!.luluJIId certain unkne-

Fadravis saicl that since many or

EXPLAIN

fual activities of lisations

HISTORY

derthe Bill being investigated by a policeof-
ficer not below the rank of Sub Inspectr, it
was suggested that it should beentrusted to
officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent
of Police.

Kailash-Mansarovar yatra resumes after
five years: history of a storied pilgrimage

ASWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JULY 11

AFTER A five-year hiatus triggered by the
Convick- 19 pandemic and extended due toten-
sions between India and China, the Kailash-

M yatra has resurned in 2025,

This year, the Ministry of External Affairs
chose 750 pilgrims whowould be making the
storied pilgrimage: five hatches of 50 yatris
will crass inbo Tibet through the Lipulelch pass
imUttarakhand, and 10batches of 50 pilgrims
will make the lenger but relatively easier jour-
ney throwggh the Nathu La pass in Sikddm, The
first hatches of pilgrims on both routes are
currenthy on their way.

The mountain & the lakes

Withanelevation of 6,638 metres, Mount
Kailash (G Rinpoche in Tibetan ) is located
in the Ngari Prefecture of the Tibet
Mutonomins Region, near the tri<junction of
India, Tibet and Nepal. To its south on the
Tibetan plabeau are two lakes: the freshwa-
ter Manasanovar | Mapam Yumiso) and salt-
wiater Rakshastal { Lhamag TsoL

Bath lakes and the towering mountainin
their background are significant in Hindw,
Buddhist, Jain, and Tibetan Bon traditions.

“For Hindus, [Kailash)| is the home of the
Hinelu god Shiva... for Jains it is where their
first leadler was enlightened; for Euddhists.

250 yatris will
takee [ ||u|I1 Ih

taloe Nat I1l|[.1

route this year

® Lucknow

Jain FREE Whtsapp Chansel https: fwhatsapp. com/channel 0020V an 2V Rbs G0 nm.:.u.dnr
population,

“Thie actual mounkain was wsnrd nnh«'hl;I

CHINA
(Tibet)

Gangtok

Mmhslmnng)npcdwuu drive

the navel of the universe; and for
of Bon, the abode t_:l' the sky goddess

theoccasic w not by ordinary
Indlin pl]snms Indcl:d early Hindu and
it Kailas was a

Sipaimen,” Aliee Albé in her award-
winning boak Ermpires nj"tﬁr!ndus: The Story
of a River | 2008).

Fouir major rivers — the Yarlung Tsangpo
(which laker becornes the Brahmapitra), the
Irchuss, thie Sutlej, and the Kamali( laber known
as Ghaghra,a major tributary of the Ganga) —
trace their to origins “the watershed of this
iconic mass of rock,” Albinia wrote,

Mainstreaming a pilgrimage
Despite its age-old sacredness, however,
the Kailash-Mansarovar complex was not a
popular pilgrimage site till “as recenthy as the
early 1900s..." wrote Tibetologist Alex Mckay
in his book Koilas Histories: Renunciate

heavenly place llut wuld anly be visited by

aclvanced spiritual practitioners,” he wrote,
This changed after 1904, when Tibet offi-
chally opened up to British subjects (includ-
i Indlians |, and eourtesy the efforts of a cer-
tain Charles Sherring, then the district
collector of Almora, Sherring in 1905 under-
took an inspection of the Kailash-
Mansarovar complex, and in his report rec-
ammended improving the plsrlmagc route,
ook,

pilgrim traffic and emplery-
ment opportunities o his district. Thisis also
why Sherring recommencded the Lipulekh
raute, which passes through Almora, s the
easiest path from the plains o the Kailash,
Ower the years, the Kailash-Mansarovar
pdgnmagr:gn:w:n pupulirly' in I.El3|l soRme
made the
pwnt'y tor thee holy ‘mountain, The numbers
wald rermain in the huncreds il the Chml:;:
jom of Tibet in 1950, f
Kailash was first closed to Europeans in 1951,
and lhcn to Indlins in 1950,

I 1906, hewould go on
Western Tiber and the British Borderlands,
about the sacred mountain which had a
stunning photograph of Kailashon its cover,

opened uponce again in
1‘_'lBL. in no small part due to the efforts of
Subramanian Swamy, then an MP from the
Janata Party. “In April 1981, Swarmy discussed

Traditions and the Construction af Hi
Socred Geogrophy (2015).

According to McKay, this book was an at-  the issue with Deng Kmpmg and arrange-
tempt i { li t ing the visit toindia
of Shatvite amar Hindu by theChinese F i July

year, Two rmonths later, the first batch ofa to-
tal of G0 Indian pilgrims set off for Kailas via
Almaora and the Lipulekh pass; Subramanian
Swamy was among them,” McKay wrote,

The pilgrimage, then and now

Pilgrims typically travel to and circum-
ambulate Mansarovar, a 90-km walk that
takes betwoen three to five days to complete,
Some then circumambalate Mount Kailash,
amuch more arduous 52-lom trek that talees
around three days to complete,

€ M Bhandari in his book A fourney to
Heaven, Kaitas-Marsarovar [ 1998 ) described
his pilgrimeage in 1997, The Tseti camp, an the
western shore of Mansamvar, was the starting
mlmhlhcmunumbulﬂmulthclah: af-
terwhict some 30
km to the north, Then they reached the
Seraburng monastery tothe south of Huore, be-
fore travelling to Trugo Gompa, on the south-
ernshore of the lake, and retuming to Tseti.

The Kailash trek began on the southern
side of the mountain, at Tarchen. Pilgrims
typicalty travel clockwise around the moun-
tain, always keeping Kailash to their right.
The trek passes through Dirapuk, Dolma La,
Zutul Puk, and finally culminates in Tarchen,

According to Bhandari, pilgrims must
acclimatise to the high altitude before
reaching Tibet, "The arrangement via the
Indian route allows almost 10 days of grad-
ual climb from about 3,000 feet at
Dharehula to 14,000 feet at Navicdhang, This
helps the body to get used to trekking in
mauntains at high altitudes,” he wrote.

This year, yatris will stay at Dharchula for
one night, then acclimatise at the village of
Guiriji for two nights, spend two more fights
at Navidhang, before journeying through
Lipiibekh. In Tibet, pilgrims will be spending
around aweek before returning to Lipulekh,

Drue to the construction of motorable
roads, the amount of trekking on the
Lipulekh route has reduced considerably,
dlenwm from 27 ke in 2009 to only ane km this
year on the Indian side, Poaja Garbyal, addi-
tional secretary of tourism at Uttarakhand,
told The Indimn Express,

On the Mathu La pass route, which first
opened in 2015, the joumey is even easier:
pilgrims travel the entire 1,500 km from
Mathu La to Mansarowar by caror bus,

How anovelinitiative helped Tamil Nadu bring down TB deaths in the state

ANONNA DUTT
NEW DELHLJULY 11

TAMIL NADU has witnessed a dip in the
numbser of ruhc:rrulnasiTE]dralhs in the
state after the rollout of the Tamil Nadu
Kasanoi Empplli 111mam{TN KET), or TH
death free initiative, in 2022,

gram, Tamil Nadu saw a dip in the number
of early TB deaths by 20% across the state,
Tweo-thirds of the districts in the state doc-
umented a 20% to 30% reduction in total
deaths in 2024, according to scientists,

Experts say, the program has been suc-
cessful for two reasons,

One, it uses a quick, casy-to-use tool,
which helps adoctor determine whether a
patient is severely ill and needs to be hospi-

‘What does the data show? talised soon after being diagnosed with TB,
Dm:lnthl: initiative, lhm: districts =  The tool does not requine any laboratory-
Dt i, Karur, and Vi wit= di igation:

nessed a reduction in the number of TH
I 2022 i

Two, the initiative follows a differenti-
ationt

ated care

toa paper published in the indian foumal of
Commuanity Medicine, The TB death rate in
Dh, iwentdown from 12.5%t0 7.8%,
in Karur from 7.1% to 53% and in
Villupuram from 6.1% to 5.2,

Scientists at the National Institute of
Epidemiolagy told The lndian Express that
within the six momths of the TN-KET pro-

tred approach instead of a ene-size-fits-all
treatment,

How does the tool work?
Talm_iINadulhm_Ith wrkers Lse a paper-

which prior
based on the severity of the iliness, To deter-
i ity, health workers 1

ey parameters for all TB paticnts in the state.

W Height and weight of the patient is
used to calculate body mass index (BMI)
which can Aag undernutrition;

W Swelling of the leg is determined by
pressing it for 15 seconds;

B Respiratory rate per minute is

workers have to record 16 parameters of a
patient, and send them for laboratory-
based investigation. This makes the process
of diagnosis at least a week long. Using the
TN-KET program's triage tool, a diagnosis
can be made within aday,

Since the implementation of the initia-

recol ina sitting positio tive, mdlhrwtltnbdlmrdmlhm

take in ing the triage

aximeter; and tool, and 98% of those con-

B It is determined firmed to be severely ill are

whether TH patients can stand admitted to hospitals within

without support. HEALTH seven days of diagnosis, ac-
If: BMI of less cording to scientists.

than 14 kyy/sqm, orsuffiers from
respiratory issues, or performs poarly onany
of the other metrics, they are tagged as “se-
wverehy ill". Such a patient is immediately re=
i:nudlurmmpmhmswramnmmandm—
patierit dinahospital
or in some muchth:al Facility].

Mote that this paper-based triage tool is
simpler than other tools where health

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has also launched a portal called
Severe TB Web Application, where once the
recorded parameters are entered, one can
assess “the probability of a patient dying”,
Manaj Murhekar, hiead of the National
Institute of Epidemiclogy, told The Indion
Ezm:s_ *This will Iu:|p guldl: the hcalth

vent TBdeaths,” he said,

‘What is a differentiated TB care model?

Th'TN—KET'Isnnl:nﬁndiakﬁminiﬁaLim

he di suidle

lines issued by the Natienal Tuberculosis
Elimination Programme (NTEP) in 2021 By
fallowinga patient-centred model it provides
treatment based on a patient’s medical his-
tory and medical parameters such as age,

pancmhy 1 xruﬂ.l.lsudly.tm pruba.hll-

indSUﬁ. saiel Hemant Shewade, scnu:lrscl-
entist at the National Institute of
Epidemiology, who has studied the imple-
mentation of the TN-KET.

Why is this significant?
Currently, India bears the highest bur-
den of TB across the world. With an esti-

‘weight, and specific disease conditions ko mated 28 lakh cases, the country accounted
consicers the severityof thediscaseinall pa- — for 26% of the global TB burden in 2023,ac-
tients diagnosed with TH,and providescom-  conding to the Global TB report, which was
pn:h:nmtarrmthcwuma‘i:m:d released last year, With 315 lakh deaths due
Combined with a quick i toTHin 2023, india i for 20% of the
TH pa.tu:nrsthruugh thelrligc tool, this  global burden, the report revealed.
model has been highly effective in prevent- success of the TN-KET program has

ing early deaths of the worst affected pa-
tients, Usually, 50% of these who die due to
TB, lose their lives within the first two

demonstrated that a differentiated care
meaodel combined with the use of a simple
triage tool could save the lives of TH patients,
This initiative can now be emulated by
uﬂm stabes, helping reduce the numibser of

months after being di.
‘Inunedlm:lnplnmram can rrduu:
the p 3 hy il

warkers to take

T
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In Cuddalore, a
tragedy on the tracks

0On the morning of July 8 a train rammed into a van at a non-interocked manned level crossing in Cuddalore
district. While eyewitnesses blame the gatekeeper for alleged criminal negligence, Southern Railway says that
the fault lies with the driver. according to its preliminary enguiries. 8, Prasad reports on the tragedy, which
points to the dangers of the continued use of non-interlocked manned level crossings

Cuddalore

TAMIL NADU

harumathy, 16 and Chezhivan, 15,
usually sat together in the school van,
On the morning of July 8, as was rou-
tine, the siblings climbed into the van
together, clutching their bags and water bottles,
Their 55-year-old father, Dravidamani, stood in
front of their house in Chinnakattusagai village
and waved at them, says their aunt, 5. Rani, 42,

Thee bright yvellow vehicle belonged to the priv-
ate school where the two of them had studied
since lower kindergarten — Krishnaswamy Vidya-
nikethan, located at 5. Kumarapuram, in Codda-
lore district of Tamil Nacu.

A few minutes later, at 7:45 a.m., as the van fer-
rying the siblings and two other children - V. Ni-
malesh, 12, and V. Viswesh, 16 — tried to edge past

a gated level crossing at Semmankuppam

village, a passenger train barrelled into it,

Charumathy and Nimalesh died on the
spot, while Chezhiyan died by the time he
was wheeled into the emergency and traumsa
care ward of the Jawaharlal Institute of Post-
praduate Medical Education and Research in
Puducherry, 44 kilometres from the site. V.
Viswesh and the van driver, 5. Sankar, 47, were
rushed to the Cuddalore General Hospital. Doc-
tors say their condition is stable.

few people to rush to the scene to
rescue the children and van driver was P. Annad-
urai, 53, a resident of Semmankuppam, He says
he heard wails and ran out of his house. "Tlooked
out across my compound wall and saw the man-
gled remains of the van on the side of the track,
The gate was open and | rushed out. When @ tried
to reseue the children, T eame in contact with an
overhead power cable and suffered some burn
injuries,” he says.

Rangan, 50, an emplovee of a private compa-
ny in Cuddalore SIMCOT, lives near the level
crossing gate 170, a non-interlocked manned gate
between Cuddalore and Alappakkam. He was
getting ready for work when he heard a loud
crash. Sensing that something was horribly
wrong, he rushed to the level crossing and saw
the mangled van.

“The gate was open and the area was
in smoke, 1 dialled the ambulance
then went near the van. The van driver was
bleeding profusely and 1 i iately carried
him on my shoulders, There was one child inside
the van. One child's body had been dismem-
bered. Another child's body was lying near the
tracks. Other locals attended to them," he says.

The residents rushed Sankar and Viswesh in
an ambulance to the Cuddalore General Hospital.
Viswesh, a resident of Thondamanatham, lies on

e

The Railwavs
should
expedite the
interlocking
of gates

on aprioriy
hss
OFFICIAL

The redative of a deceased student greves autside the Cuddalare District

@ bed in the emergency ward with an intravenous
drip inserted into his wrist and a cast on his left
arm. "I was travelling with my brother Nimalesh
and two other students apart from the van driv-
er,” he recalls. "The gabe was open. There was no
whistled warning from the approaching train.
‘There was no signal either. The train hit our van
as we were crossing the tracks, [ was thrown out
of the van. Everything happened in a flash"

The Villupuram-Mayiladuthurai  passenger
traim hit the vehicle with such force that it
dragged the van for about 50 metres before com-
ing tos & halt. By then, the van had been reduced
to a mangled heap. Eyewitnesses say they saw
blood on the tracks and school bags, water bot-
tles, and shoes strewn around the area,

The gatekeeper's job

According to eyewitnesses, the gatekeeper, Pan-
Jkaj Sharma, had failed to close the gate when the
train was passing. R. Sivanvel, a resident of Sem-
mankuppam, a village near Cuddalore SIPCOT,
=ays, “Another express train had crossed the
same gate about 20 minutes before this incident.
‘The gate was open then too.”

He also says the train did not give any warni
and came thundering down the tracks. The Divi-
siomal Railway Manager, M.S, Anbalagan, twold the
media that the train was travelling at 95 kilo-
metres per hour.,

Rangan says the van driver, Sankar, had been
woperating the school van for nearly 15 years and
had taken the same route several times. He adds
that more than 15 vans and buses belonging to
various educational institutions in the vicinity
pass through this level crossing daily.

Residents of the area also allege that Sharma

Govermment Hospital, M. saRs)

came out of his room only after they rushed to
the accident spot. They contend that this was
why an angry crowd pounced on him and man-
handled him. Sharma has since been suspended
and arrested.

Following the usual route

Southern Railway officials say their preliminary
mguiries revealed that the gate was closed when
the van arrived. They say the van driver insisted
that he be allowed to cross the gate so that he
could quickly pick up more children and take
them to school on time. “Sharma allowed him to
g0 through, which he should not have done,” says
an official.

A statement issued by the Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, Southern Railway, said that it had
sanctioned a fully funded underpass at the level
sing gate where the accident oceurred. Ho-

., it alleged that the Cuddalore collector has
not given permission for it in the past year. The
collector, Sibi Adhithya Senthil Kumar, did not
respond to phone requests for a comment.

Anather Railway official says the road leading
o the bevel crossing was curved. He believes that
the trees on the ¢ of the road may have ob-
structed Sankar’s view of the train. The trees
mastly fall outside the boundary of the Railways.
Workers were pressed into service to clear the
trees the day after the accident.

e

Another express meain had crossed the same
gate about 20 minuies before this incldent.
The gate was open then too

K. SIVANVEL
Reslidens of Semenankappam

Residents say the driver of the school van ook
the usual route and tried to cross the tracks since
the gate was open. The van had been fitted with
speed governor and CCTVS but it had no attender
o ensure the satety of the students,

“If an attender had been present, he could
have got down and checked both sides of the le
vel crossing,” says an official from the School
Education Department. “There has been negli-
genee on the part of the school administration,
and the department has served a notice on the
school seeking an explanation.”

An outdated system
The level crossing at Semmankuppam wis a non-
mterlocked gate. This means that the gate's posi-
tion, whether open or closed, is not automatical-
Iy linked to the status of signals and points,
guiring manual operation and vigilance. The
are at least two gatekeepers posted there and
they work in shifts.

A Railway official explains what happens when
a train passes a non-interlocked level crossing.
“Normally, the station master at a non-inter-
locked section communicates the details of an
approaching train, along with a private number,
to the gatekeeper. The gatekeeper then closes the
gate and confirms this to the station master. The
gatekeeper provides another private number,
enabling the station master to allow the train into
the block section. The private numbser is different
for each train and is entered into a register main-
tained for the purpose. A private number that has
been used can be used again only after 24 hours,"
e says. In this incident, the station master was at
Cuddalore station.

However, in nondintegrated level crossing

gates, there is no mechanism for the station mas-
ter to confirm the claim of the gatekeeper that the
gate has been dosed, he says. “In this incident,
they may have exchanged the private numbers,
but the gatekeeper could have still failed o close
the gate," he sa

Across India, as of October, 2024, there were
11,053 manned level crossing gates. Though all
the level crossings were to be upgraded to inter-
locked gates in 2009, Southern Raibway still oper-
ates trains through 276 nondinterlocked gates,
maostly in the Madurai and Tiruchi divisions. In
Cuddalore, nearly 40 trains on average cross the
Semmankuppam level crossing daily. “The Rail-
ways should expedite the interlocking of gates on
a priority basis,” says an official.

Another official speaks of the drawbacks of
this outdated system. *The non-interlocked sys-
tem depends on verbal communication. If the ga.
tekeeper says the gate is closed to road traffic, the
station master takes that for granved and clears
the train to run at sectional speed. The system is
manual and runs on trust. On the other hand, at
integrated level crossings, the gate is connected
to the signalling system. The signal at the gate will
turn red if the gate is open. The station master
cannot clear a train to pass unless the gate is
closed. And the gatekeeper cannot open the gate
until the train passes,” he says.

There are other issues with the non-dnterlock-
ing system as well, and these may not necessarily
b the fault of the Railway. Officials say some-
times, people in a tearing hurry even assault gate-
keepers for their delay in opening the gate. "One
such incident was reported in Mundiyampakkam
level crossing in Villupuram district in 2008-09,
A dosed gate should not be opened at any cost.
The locomotive of a train hs nearly 100
tonnes, If the train had derailed at Semmankup-
pam, maore casualties could have occurred,” an
official says. Officials say the records and state-
ments of the station master, gatekeeper, loco pi-
lost, and train manager will throw maore light on
the sequence of events that led to the ragedy.

Unbearable grief

Leaders of various political parties condoled the
deaths, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin an-
nounced compensation of 5 lakh from the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund for the families of the de-
ceased children, ¥1 lakh each for thase severely
injured, and T50,000 each for those with minor
injuries. Southern Railway also announced 5
lakh compensation for the families of each of the
deceased, 2.5 lakh for the kin of those grievously
injured person, and T50,000 for other injured
Persons.

Meanwhile, Dravidamani's family is in shock,
having lost both their children. Rani says Dravida-
mari, a farmer, had bartled against all the odds o
ensure that his two children were educated at a
private English medium school, Charumathy and
Chezhiyan shared a close bond. "Even afber com-
ing back from school, they would spend their
time together, They rarely went out,” she says.

She adds that the si 5 wiere similar in many
ways: they were studious, intelligent, and ambi-
tious, “Charumathy stood first in class and won
many medals in school. She wanted to pursue an
MEBS degree. Chezhiyan wanted to write the ci-
vil services exam and become an [AS (Indian Ad-
ministrative Service) officer,” she says.

Rani adds the whole village is shocked by the
tragedy and collectively pins the blame on the ga-
tekeeper and the Railways.

prasad somasundaramgthehindy.co i
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n what can be described as a

better late than mever move,
Telangana police on Wednesday
arrested the incumbent President
of Hyderabad Cricket Association
(HCA) A Jagan Mohan Rac and
four of his accomplices, doubling
up as ‘respectable’ office-bearers,
inchuding treasurer C | Srinivas
Rao and CEO Suneel Kante, on a
slew of charges, such as forgery,
coercion, grall, misappropriation
of funds running into crores and
blatant abuse of power. Alas, the
execution of the cleansing op-
eration has been overly delayed
as calls for his head have been
gathering momentum for years
together, What cannot miss the
eye of those closely following the
embezzlement saga and the dicta-
torial rule is that the money swin-

dled by Rao and his henchmen
goes way above the Rs 2.3 crore
that is being projected. If one goes
by the manner bills have been in-
flawed for procuring material like
ACs, during the conduct of the
Hyderabad leg of Indian Premier
League (IPL} and other champi-
wnships, shows that it has shelled
down amounts that would put to
shame the spendings on a big far
wedding.

Findings by vigilance and ¢n-
forcement investigators, after the
Telangana  Crime  Investigation
Department (CID) filed a case un-
der a multitude of Sections expose
the criminal traits of the shady
| nothing except use
fon as o money-spin-
ner. A look at the bills that have
been raised and settled reveals the

extent of Team Rao's criminality-
fes 1185 lakh (new ACs). Rs 6.85
lakh {electric material), catering
(Re 3107 lakh) and apparel (Rs
56,84 lakh) ostensibly for meeting
the requirements of the domestic
season, and buying 1,340 cricket
balls for a whopping Rs 1.03 crore,

HCA has been in the news for
all the wrang reasons since the
time Rao assumed office, under
dublous  circumstances  using
forged documents to lend credi-
bility to a club that was echnically
non-existent. The HCA-controlled
RGICS has been the headquarters
of Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH).
Not ironically, it was the SRH that
came up with damning charges
against the HCA, including har-
assment, intimidation and us.
ing pressure tactics. SRH, in fact,

An ‘honourable’ man in the gentleman’s game

threatened to relocate its base
from Hyderabad unable 1o bear
the ill-treatment by the HCA
“gang, which also demanded more
than the earmarked 3, 00 com-
plimentary passes for each match
Played ar RGICS. This case took-
off after a complaint was lodged
by Dharam Gurava Reddy, general
secretary of Telangana Cricket
Association (TCA) on June 9
Reddy charged that Rae, a ‘master
manipulator’ who was never asso-
clated with the HCA or the game,
contested its elections using fake
documents and a forged cricket
club membership to qualify for
the 2023 elections. His candida-
wre gained ‘credibility’ when it
was backed by the equally no-
torious Gowlipura Cricket Chub
presiclent G Kavita and her hus-

band Rajender Yadav, its general
secretary, who hawe since been
arrested,

A sad fallout has been that Hy-
derabad, which was once revered
for churning out exceptionally
gifted cricketers, is in doldrums,
the domestic season seems like
a ritual that has 1o be complied
with and there has been no pro-
motion at the district level. The
dubious machinations of Rao
have been so noterously high
that everyone associated  with
the sport in the state is hop-
fing that this episode will mark
Raos Waterloo, Mark Antony's
‘honourable man’ suits men of
Rao's ilk, who, as an official point-
ed owt, out-surpass Brutus in
terms of treachery and hanging
on to power by hook or crook,

Opposifion or obstruction? A nation held hostage by political rowdyism

/"W RAMU SARMA

N a democracy. the op-

position plays a critical

role. It comprises politi-
cal parties or groups nod in
Wv-}: but wiﬂ?a siP;ﬂﬂcam
presence in beghslatures like
Parliament or State Assem-
Blies. Their primary function
is 10 question, critique, and
scrutinise the government’s
actions, ensuring no abuse of
power. They are abio expect-
ed to sugpest alernase poli-
cles, champlon transpanency,
and give volce to diverse con-
cerns of the public,

A responsible opposition
acts as a wab , not a
saboteur. It is not an enemy
of the ruling government
but a guardian of democratic
values. A strong opposition
keeps  authoritarfanism  at
bay and preserves the spirit
of the Constitution. But what
we witness today, acros par-
ties and states, isa disturbing
deviation from this principle.

Instead of offering con-
structive criticksm or alter-
native solutions, many op-

ition parties have chosen
mlpli\:? division, and
destruction as thelr political
weapons, Arrogance, street-
style rowdyism, inflamma-
tory speeches, walkouts, and
the deliberate blocking of
legislative processes have be-
come commonplace. Sadly,
this degencration is pan-
Indian—no  North-South

divide here. Take Anchra
Pradesh, for example. For-
mer Chéel Minister Y § Jag-
anmohan Reddy, whe had
dismantled institutions, and
demands status of leader
of opposition though  his
party doesnt meet the cri-
teria, bayeolts the Assembly
and incites supporters with
vickent rhetoric like “Rapa
Rapa"—a grotesque  refer-
ence to ditting throats. His
rallies are routinely marred
by mismanagement; recently
during a visit to Sattenapalli,
civilians lost their Lives due to
crowd chaos, One of his own
supporters was crushed by
the vehide he was travelling,
vet there was no remorse.

Worse, |agan  triggered
a law-and-order scare by
breaching  security  proto-
«col, trying %o step out of his
car 1o confront a situation
based an unverified reports
on Wednesday in Chittoos
district. His party indulpes
in street  theatre—dump-
Ing man, procured from
nrgwhwg:g towms on roads
in protest minutes before his
visit. ‘There are also whis-
pers that YSRCP leaders are
discoursging imvestors from
entering Andhra Pradesh by
sending emails. Each Jagan

e now signals po-
tential chaos—a serbous con-
cern for both the government
and police.

In Msharashtra, political
rowdyism has taken another
form. Eknath Shindes Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Galkwad
assaulied o canbeen  owner
orver an alleged stale food that
was served This is the same
leader who had eardier of-

In a theiving d

position is expocted

to uphold constitutiondl \ﬂn& offer constructive
criticism, and act as a watchdog against
authoritadanism. But today's political reality tells
a grimmer story—one of disruption, deception,
and dangerous theatdcs. From violent hetoric and
legislative walkouts to stoking cultural divisions and
shielding religious extremists, opposition parties across
India are abandoning democratic duties in favour of
vote-bank politics. This Op-ed dissects this descentinto
political rowdyism, exposing how leaders like Jagan
Reddy, Rahul Gandhi and |.N.D.LA. bloc allies ars
subverting democracy—notstrengtheningit Thisisa't
opposition-it's cbstruction at the cost of the nation.

fered a bounty to anyone who
would cut off Rahul Gandhis
tongue, Such mogue dements
make a mockery of law and
demacracy,

The response from  stale
povernments has been tepid.
Whether in Andhra Pradesh
or Maharashira, it's time for
demonstrative acthon agalnst
those who nefuse to adhere
1o the democratic ethos. If
such dements are allowed 1o
fhourish, the brand image of
the state—and indeed the ra-
tion—will suffer,

Hsewhere, opposition par-
tes are actively stoking lin-
guistic and cultural Bult lines.
In Karnstaka, Tamil Nadu,

and Maharashira, they cory
foul over an alleged “Hindi
imposition,” manufacturing a
controversy where none ex-
ists, Strangely, their outrage
never extends o celebrities or
industrialists who don’t speak
he local language—wealth,
it scems, buys silence and ex-
emption

Neither Rahul Gandhi nor
his LNIOLA bloc allies will
utter a word about how a
miere ring-seller with a push-
can morphed inte “Changur
Baba)’ amased over EIOD
crore by getting forelgn funds
through coerced conversbons
in Uttar Pradesh, and owned
a paltial bungalow with

foreign-breed dogs, Arsbiin
Teorses, and links to criminal
networks. They wont speak
against those who routinely
attack Sanatan Dharma. Why?
Because they believe Hindus,
being largely silent and toker-
and, are politicallly dispensable.
Foor them, its not about prinei-
ples—ondy vote banks matter,
In Bihar, which heads w
polls kier this year, the op-
position continecs 1o beat the
tried drum of "Constitution in
danger” The LN.DILA, blac—
fragmented and opportunistic
a8 it is—offers no fresh vision.
The same leaders who cel-
ehrate electoral wins cry foul
when they lose, questioning
EVMs, VVPATs, and the Elec-
thon Commissions infegrity.
Rabul  Gandhi  remains
stuck in denial. He speaks of
stolen vols and rigged sys-
tems, yet refuses a formal EC
invitation to discuss dectoral
processes. His  hit-and-run
tactics miss the muark eve-
ry time. People want jobs
wihe and governance—not
ﬁuu’: ﬂm?r:« or divisive
slogans. Even his rqxulnd

puppet. Rahul accuses the
Commiission of withholding
critical data and voter fool-
age. Omne must ask: what were
Congress booth agents doing
during these elections? Have
they colluded with the BJP? Or
s it just another excuse from a
party running emply?
lwn the Gen 7 brigade of
ton, like Tepushwa
‘mdn. s mimicking the old
dynastic playbook. In Bihar,
he calls for “Kranti® against
BIP and mocks CM Nitish
Kumars initiatives. This from
a leader of a party that has
never embraced democracy
within its own ranks. For him,
democracy likely means the
power shuntle from father to
mother to son—nod the peo-

ple

Leaders like CPIs D Raja,
CPI(ML)Ys  Dipankar Bhat-
tacharya, Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Mamata
Banerjee, and Nobd-aspirant
Arvind Kejriwal nugt intro-
spect. What kind of democ-
racy are they promoting when
they stand against national se-
curity measunes or indulge in

<1|:u|( of “caste census” hck: disruptive politics?

In it '"!E"'""‘“ i
ook epumerstors mee sec-  enliste between a democratic
onds per household; in Te- ition and a o

angana, stickers were pasted
at many places with no actual
data collection.

When Congress wins—be
it Karnataka, Himachal, or
Telingama—theres  silence
on dectoral malpractices and
selective intensive revision of
electoral roles. But when they
lose—like in Haryana or Ma-
harashira—EVMs  suddenly
become the suspect, and the
EC is accused of being BJFs

force masquerading a3 one.
The Indian public is not focled
amymore. They seel acoount-
ability. not anarchy.

They want development,
not drama, And they deserve
an opposition that rises to
the occasion—not one that

demacracy into the
gutter for political gain.

(The author is farmer Chicf
Editor of The Hans India)

Parental controls over kids’ tech devzces is no childs play

Sara M Grases ANp
Ry Mesag

PARENTING in the digital
age can be stressful and de-
mands a kot from parents.
The Family Onkine Safety
Imstitute  (FOSI)  recently
released s annual Online
Safety Survey, which discov-
ered that almost 50 per cent
of parents surveyed aren’t
using parental controls 10
manage their childrens de-
vides.

These are tools that would
ostensibly help parents filter
oul inappropriate content or
unwanted interactions on
their children’s devices. The
FOSI authors conclude that
the reason parents anen't us-
ing the tools is because they
Teel "overwhelmed” and rec-
ommend parents  edwcate
themselves as a good first
step toward broader use,

While overwhelm is a
real thing, we suggest a big-
ger problem with parental
controls is how they are de-
signed. This includes how
litde amention Is glven to
supporting open communi-
cation between parents and
children,

Omce a year for the past
three years, we've asked the
same 33 children (initially
aged six to 12) what they
think about content ratings,
online safety, game mon-
elization and privacy. Our
team’s combined expertise
in communication. educa-
tion, policy and game stud-
ies analysed their answers.

We also asked their parents
how  they mcdinlcﬁkil
kids' gaming. Nearly half
of them dont use parental
controls either. They say pa-
rental controls dont always
work as promised, offer little
conbext about how seitings
affect gameplay and force bi-
nary choices that dont align
with household rales or with
«childrens maturity levels.

The parents we asked said
that they aren't avoiding pa-
remal controls because they
feel overwhelmed by them.
It that the tools are poorly
designed.

Controls can create more
problems:
At the same time, many of
the parents described them-
selves as highly engaged in
their childs gameplay, talk-
'm% with their children Tegu-
rly or encouraging play in
shared, supervised spaces.
Several salcl they choose
trust their child rather than
set top-down limits, Our
findings align with previous
research on digital paremt-

In one British study, par-
ents sabd that they felt some
controls were valuable sup-
plements  to  mediation,
while other controls were
poorly designed, introduc-
ing more problems than so-
luthons. The use of parental
controls dosst necessarily
translate to increased child
safety.

In fact, using parental
contrals can create a discon-

Open communication between parents
and children on safety topics fosters
trust, which increases the likelihood that
kids will turn to their parents for help
when something dangerous happens. It
enables children to build resiliency, which
in turn reduces the risk they’ll be harmed
by negative online encounters.

nect between parents and
children on key safety lssucs.

Awareness about risks;
The six children whom we
interviewed were nof aware
that thelr parents wene us-
ing controls, and at beast
two children revealed they
didnt even know why a
parent would e parental
controls in the first place, In
this context, parents” efforts
1o protect their children had
the unintended side effect of
obsouring vital knowledge,
leaving the children unaware
of some of the key risks as-
sociated with playing online.
Parental controls can re
miove opportunities to teach

kiids about safety if they aren't
part of the comversation, We
believe that the behind-the-
scenes protections enabled
by (some) parental controls

someone familiar with the
game  would  understand,
while others are hard to navi-
gate, All of this can lead 1o
misinterpretations and par-
ent-chikl conflicts, making
1he tools even harder 1o use.

Power of communication:

Open  communication  be-
tween parents and children
om safety topics fosters trust,
which increases the likeli-
Tood that kids will turn 1o
their parents for hdp when
something  dangerous hap-
pens. It enables children 1o
build resiliency, which in
tum reduces the risk they'll
Ibe harmed by negative online
encounters,

Research also suggests that
parent-child communication
may be more effective and
help avoid harm than em-
bedded restrictions enabled
by parental controls. The im-
portance of open commniumi-
cation is also emphasised in
the FOSI report,

In howscholds where con-
about online sife-

can be dx | to parent-
child lcatbon about

online safety. What are the
risks? How can children
avoid the riskiest behaviour?
What should they do when
or if they've encountered
danger? Meanwhile, parents
arent always familiar with
the features and activities
they are asked 1o restrict
or allow. Very few parental
controls contain information
about hew gameplay will be
impacted by their settings.,
Many contain terms only

ty happened regularly (six
times or more a year), par-
ents and childl'cnr::rr tpl;h
morne likely to view parental
controks as a useful and valu-
able wol for online safety.
This, the awthors conclude,
“supports the view of online
safety as a colliborative ef-
fort as opposed to a priority
imposed by parents on their
children.”

Om this point, we coulbdn't
agree more, Families would
Irene it from making parental

controls and safety settings a
family affair. Kids and par-
ents have a lot to kearn from
each other about the digital
workd, and reviewing these
systems together can provide
a miuch-nealed opening for
crucial comversations about
risk, safety and what kids
find meaningful about digital
play.

Rethinking safety tools:
Lets not peetend parental
controls are a panacea for
child safety. Many parental
controls contain serious de-
sign flaws and limitations.,
Very few  comprehensively
address the needs and con-
cerns of either children or
their parents. Now that law-
makers are starting 10 make
parental controb a manda-
tory part of new child safety
legislation, we urgently need
b start taking a closer and
more critical book at what
they can and can't do. Paren-
tal controls can be a useful
ool when they are designed
well, applied with Transpar-
ency, and provide families
with ample options so they
can be tailored to not only
fit with but foster Ilmmd
m]u and o
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Kudos to Politickle cartoon

on corruption
MANIUL‘S Politickle cartoon (THI July 11) ‘speaks’

volumes about the kevel of corruption in today’s
India. Indeed, nothing can shake the bridge of corruption.
It ks everyday news that we come across about corrupt top
authorities, across ficlds, being caught red-handedly. This
practice is not new in our democratic country. It is a sad
commentary that leaders come to power and go, but the
flow of corruption is not bridged by anybody, Changing of
legal coddes are untenable if they are not implemented in
a short period. We have often noticed that criminals and
those guilty of indulging in corrupt practices get bails, a
reality that further emboldens such criminal minds. It is
an incurable epidemic.

N Ranrala ksfani, Secunderabad

Govt must act tough against betting Apps

ELEBRITIES from tinsel town, inchuding actors and
directors, enjoy a tremendous mass following, across
the globe. Heroes and directors come up with films that
are drawn on real-life incldents, inclading erimes and
criminaks, social dogmas and corruption. Many directors
and actors get global acclaim for such realistic portray-
als. However, it is unfortunate that such personalities are
laring lakhs of innocent people towands online betting ac-
tivity by doubling as brand ambassadors, Facebook and
YouTube are attracting the youth, inchading kids, by the
liberal manner with which they show sex, violence and
criminal clements. The government alone can put an end
to this sordid practice by coming up with a policy on how
to save all potential victims. Punishing the culprits can be

an effective d eterrent.
Gudipati Shanti Priya, Secunderabad-11

Bengaluru brouhaha-Kharge
ineptness to the fore
PROPOS editorial ‘Bengaluru brouhaha reso-
nates in distant Delhit The power tassle for Chicf
ministership in the Congress ruled Karnataka, between
the incumbent Siddaramaiah and D K Shiva Kumar is
unmissable as MLAs loyal to the latter are demanding a
rotational policy for the CM’s post. Siddaramaish has un-
equivocally said that the gaddi is occupied - and there is
no vacancy for the post as of now, and he would complete
his full term. Ironically, he was saying this before the me-
dia, and in the presence of Shivakumar, who was smiling
as If he was acknowledging the remarks. The AICC boss
Mallikarjun Kharge proved helpless in resolving the issue
nnd left it to the pia'ry high command There is i stnmgc
T
decision in choosing the Cmgms gmwemem ﬂu: has
miserably failed wdcl-wcl

K R Parvarhy. Mysuru

Bengaluru fracas echoes in Delhi

HERE is no iota of doubt that the Congress central
leadership fumbled as regards the power play be-
tween Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and his
deputy [ K Shiva Kamar, The way it is handling the
tricky issue has lefi deep cracks in the edifice of the par-
|i;‘s state keadership, Despite damage comtrol exercises,
the factional divide appears 1o have widened further.
Even though Siddaramalah’s grip on power may have
been affirmed by Congress High Command, which has
somehow pacified Shiva Kumar for the present, it cannot
be construed as surrender because Shiva Kumar is not a
leader to lie low for long. Though the storm has receded
for the time being. the Congress party has not learnt its
lessons. By and large, the actions of the Congress think
tank thoroughly expose its inadequacies. It is trying to
save its face for a momentary relief even as it stares at

lomg-term disaster.
K R Srinivazan, Secunderabad- 3

Government alone can save the people

HERE are many approved toddy shops and liquor

outlets across the country. Bt is commonplace to find
advertisements and statutory warnings

uyir\s ‘Alcohol and cigarettes are harmiful for healih!

F On SCreens, in rs and hoandin

len the open sale of liquor mdml;dﬁ;. many peaple, in E’

cluding ladies and youth, are getting hooked on to auch

vices and falling sick. Itis up to the government to come

up with ways and means to put a stop to such outlets op-

erating in the market.
G Murali Molan Rao, Secunderabad-11

thehansreader@gmail.com
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High Court stays defamation

case against CM

BENGALURU: The High Court has stayed the trial
proceedings against Chicf Minister Siddaramaiah in a

high-profile defamation case filed by the BIF, which al-

leges that the Congress leader defamed the party through

front-page newspaper sd\-ullsﬂ'ncnls mcusl'ng the pre-

wvious BIP-led st

-lsmsleyudsebfnch headed Ir;}uu-och R Krishna
Kumar passed the interim order while hearing a peti-
thon filed by Siddaramaiah seeking to quash the private
complaint lodged by BIP state secrefary and Legislative
Council member B.S. Keshav Prassd.

During the hearing. Advocate General Shashikiran
Sheetty, appearing for the Chief Minister, argued that the
trial court had already stayed proceedings against the
other accused in the same case and hence the same relief
should be extended 1o the Chief Minister as well. After
considering the submissions, the bench ordered a stay
on the trhs pending further hearings. Advocate Surya
Mu]m.nchn] also appeared for the petitioner.

pen

Theres a lot of uorl'.
nnbrdom- before this is the
standard, And growing im-
petus for games and other
tech companies 1o make it

happen.
(Sara M Grimes is from
MeGill University and Riley
McNair is with the Univer-
sity of Toromto)

fon case dates back to the run-up to the
May 2023 Assembly elections when the Congress made
corruption allegations a central theme of its campaign,
On May 5, 2023, the Congress published advertisements
on the front pages of major Kannada and English news-
papers, branding the BIP regime as a “40% commission
government”

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

Printed and Publishad by K. Hanumanta Rao, on behall of Hyderabad Media House Pvt. Limited, Flal No,609, 6ih Floor, Kirti Shikhar Buiding, Plol No. 11, Dist. Center. Janakpur, New Delhi- 110058,
and Printed at Ws. Marutinandan Printers & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, G.T Kamal Road, Industrial Area, New Delhi - 110033. Chief Editor: P Madhusudhan Reddy. RNI Not DELENG/2017/74095
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Levers of change

The new HUL boss should tread cautiously on Unilever's
strategy to lower focus on local and regional brands

HE SWIFT LEADERSHIP chiange at Hindustan Unilever (HUL),
annnuncﬂl on Thursday, came asa uurprlu' to many, which is
ble as Rohit |

“EOin HUL's bong

hlstmylnhawgitbuutatw mrulh‘llal the helm, But ifyou diga

litthed e WA x| forat least ‘Irm.theaw:r-
asg(_mn-m.m' Itheglobe s

courtesy the mlndhuggllngchanguandulwm'talntll:uln theexternal em'l-
ronment. Second, Unilever itself saw the abrupt exit of Hein Schumacheras
the global CEO just 20 months into his tenure in February, He was replaced
by Fernando Fernandez, who the board thought has the ability to capitalise
on the company's growth plan“with urgeney”. It all came down to that one
word, much beloved by Wall Street: urgency.
S0t can be a safe assumption that Priya Nair, a tried and tested hand at
bolh HULauqul as Ul!llc.'w.'r has been given the job to lend urgency to the
lez, another Unilever veteran, hasin
mind, The mralchlngghbalthemwfthls planis to move fasterwitha focus
ondemand creatbon and execution. Itisclear from Fernandez's publicinter-
actions so far that he seeks an acceleration in the rollowt of global brands in
Indiaandalﬂmrfucuuon Inca]and mglqnalhrands He expects quick com-

mierce b iggerforce a15%share in HUL'ssales
ins theee-four years, from the 2%-plus level now. That's a massive increase
and points to the disruption that lies ahead in the distribution ch 1. The

Iddea i to clear the path for higher volume growth, something that the com-
pany's shareholders have been missing for some time now, The new India
boss, thus, has her hands full.

The lower f 1 b tob ..hlg
gamble in India. HUL hau prlded itself on its "Winning ln many Indias"
atrategy ina country where the market dynamics changes every 100 km.
India’s largest e flem hasal litself as onewhich
steaddbes the pyramid ina muntrywlth wlde economicdisparities, Inthat
context, the glnbathO s slrawgy nf*allacklng the positioning of what

i HUL derives
nuarly A0ofits lurnuw:rfmmruglnn specific mwuntr}' upeclﬂcbnnds.
sovthis foeus on power brands should not constrain country- orreglon-spe-
cific brands in India.

Golng by the enthusiastic response to the HUL stock on Friday, the mar-
kets are clearlyheulng on Nair's success. There is no doubt that the fiest
female CEO of HUL K fthe leet,which is
Unilever's second Iargl:ulcuntrlbullng 12% to the topline, and hasa strong
track record on execution, She has spent nearly three decades with Unilever,
including key leadership roles at HUL, where she led the home cane and
beauty businesses. But she comes in at a time when HUL, like many other
peers in fast-moving mnsumer gDuds. has been grappllngwll h sluggish

demand, margin | from digital-first
and mgllmalhﬁudu In fact HULH vnlume g;mwthhasnut crossed 5% inthe
pasl..m, B undery It

RO-to ket strat-
egyto remain wmpctlllw: undc.'r herumvta:dshlp

Jane Street should put its
secret India sauce to test

JAME STREET GROUP has told it that the Indi lator, which has
accused It of market manlpul.lmn Iu‘!‘und.\menl.lllrnuu:.llwn " about Its teades, A
math nerd in Lond

The Securitles and Exchange mmdm’lndn sent ripples through trading rooms
around the world last Friday when it temporarily banned |ane Street from the local
market and froze (-IH 4 InlJIion In wha:ilallcﬂmotwunlwmlgum

HANISHWAR MATH RENU,
the eminent novellst who
used towrlte on the soclal-
political churning in Bihar,
madelmm\pnmntohicr
yand develoy
palitics in Bihar In his most famous
wark, Matla Anchal (The Sailed Linen),

-

WWW.FINANCIALEX

S5.COM

@ RALLYING FOR LAND

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

This country belongs to every citizen. The land in
the country belongs to the poor and farmers and

not to a single billionaire, But wherever we see,
be it Odisha or Chhattisgarh, only one name is

® REAL POLITICS
MOBILISING MANY SMALL GROUPS TO ADD TO VOTE BASE WILLBE KEY FOR POLITICAL PARTIES IN UPCOMING POLLS

Small is powertful in Bihar

BADRI NARAYAN

Directar, Gi Pant Socal Sclence

Institute,

Allshabad

Firatly, he observed that "l

ety, mulllplc socleties cocxiat' Hc
based

and function under the urmbrella of one
soclety in Blhar, He documented how
people belonging to the same caste des-
cribed themselves as “baradar” or
“samaf”. Secondly, he underlined how
this caste "bhav® (feeling) of the soclety
In Biharand other partsof Indla hamper
development.

These observations that he made in
the flest decades of Indep Iilla

testing political partles are vying for.
Bihar Is known for the dominant pres-
ence of other backward castes (OBCs) In
politics. Yadavs, muhmhu amd &urlnn
uv\|||uv|

ahead of others inlhc()li(‘tnad&cmwell
s most backward cns:es{Ml!Cﬁ] lhcue
tlon namad Trivenl Sangh In the first
dcc.\dca N’:hc m:h century, They pro-

continue to be relevant, If one converses
with people In Bihar tounderstand elee-
toral politics there, It Isn't unusual to
hear them say that "this candidate
belongs to my samaf”. The word here
doesn't denote a macro-soclety (“sary
sarigf”) that lsusually the case but in the
microsense—that ks asochety composed
of the same caste,

Inthe upcoming Assembly ebections,
one can find the prevalence of caste In
el d Bihari il

Kurmi, Kushwaha, Dhanuk, Kumhar,
HNal,and Chaurasia have formed a soclal
alliance In support of thelr politics and
countering the RJD. The Janata Dal
{Unlted) {|DU) Including lts leader,
Nitish Kumar, Is a product of a non-
Yadav ralnbow alllance of OBCs and
other castes, In this arlthmetic of poli-
thes, MBCs play a crueial role and most of
the time, a section of them favours

ting thele Kumar and also supports the Bharatlya
share In politles and power Janata Party (BJF). This
effectively In pre-Indepen- sense of marginalisation
denee India, Due tothishls The RID's greater  due to the dominance of
torical edge, they emerged visibility and one caste forms a political
as the most powerful com- psychalogy of the public
munities in Bihar politicsin aggressive that many a times harms
recent decades, According — campaigning may  the RJD, However, the RJD
to the recent caste-hased help it to fight alsotrles to give represen-
survey by the state govern- tatlon toleacers from sig-
ment, the Yadavs with all effectivaly. But it nificant OHCH and MBCs,
thelr sub-castes together  MAY also resultina S0, In Bihar politics, bina

I based
discourses, like threads in the structure
of political mobillsation, The relevance
of Renu's second observation is also evi-
dent In the election-based democracy
that ls committed to making a modern
snclc while confronting caste in our

y lifee, Ithtrue:hm SO CASES,

d 14.26% of
Blhar's population, with
Kushwahas forming 4.2 1%

being seen—aAdani

for politicalvisibil " of
|aollnc.\l assertion, a wense of dominant
versus non-dominant may play a crucial
role and favour the Mational Democra-
tic Alllance (NIDA) in the Bihar polls, The
RJI» may appear more dominant In
terms of electoral visibility, but in the
process the party could become a cata-
lyst In uniting the non-dominant sec-
thoms in favour of the |D(L) and the BJP,
That can be a counter-mabllisation. In
other words, the RJD's greater visibility
and aggressive campalgning may help it
to fight the electlon effectively. But it
may also result In a coheslve counter-
mobllisation agalnst it

Also, the beneficlarles of a “double-
engine sarkar” (Prime Minlster Naren-
dra Modi-led centeal and Kumar-led
s:ate go\lemmcntu! may dilute lhc

f castes 1

pmg soclal grouplngs that hcnc[lt the
NDA, Modl's development discourse
could also be an influential factor,
Meanwhile,the entryof Prashant Kishor
and his Jan Suraa Party,and his strategy
tocraft acontest based on Bihar's devel-
opment and identity may iInfluence the
election discourse, but it may not be
effective enough at the grassroots to
tranalate Intovotes,

This Bihar election has multiple
political epleentres in which communi-
Nes that are smaller In numbers could

cohesive counter-  res  have  emerged
mobilisation between lhc dominant
and non i the

liticall

and Kurmis 2,870,

If one analyses the
political history of Blhar, among OBCs
Y.\dawa%mraulhe largest community.
It evolved its own caste-based politics

m:e may help marg
tobecome upwardly moblle, However, in
maost cases, it weakens the democratic
fervour of soclety.

Inthisyear's election,development of
Bihar has emerged as a core part of the
electoral discourse, But like earlber, caste

maore | fully than other OBCs and
eummclyhul:mrdmmln Biihae. The
Rashteiya Janata Dal (R]D) holds the
largest Yadav vote base, although other
political parties have also given repre-
sentation to Yadav leaders,
Due to the pelitical visibility and
lve sockal don of Yadavs, at

stlll works as a signifi cementing
force forvariows mobilisations that con-

llmcs other castes among OBCs such as

most visible
.:ndlhme aspiring forvis-
ikllity, the marginalised and the most
marginalised, and between the newly
rich and dominant OBCs and the
upwardly mobile OBCs and MBCs,
Incontrast with many states, Blhar's
politics now does not accommodate a
forward-backward binary that was wi:
nessed in the pre-90sera. Th

tslzed robe in the eventual out-
come, The upper castes, who are numer-
leallyweak n Bihar, mayemerge asa bal-
ancing factor In determining results in
various constituencies, It Is falr to say
that “small ls powerful“In this election,
Last but mot the least, due to the several
strong epleentres, this election will see
varkous fragmentations of votes, 5o, In
my view, rather than consolidation it is
the f! lon of votes that holds

more among varlous OBC communit Ieu
for thelrown political share and visibil-
ity lemay appearaclashof silent aspira-
thons af various backward communities

the keyto success, The party that goes on
te mobilise many small soclal groups
and add toitsvote base will have the best
opportunity to win,

Time is ripe for private damage actions

PAYAL MALIK, LUKE STREATFEILD, DEMICA
KAUR NETTLEFORD & RAM TAMARAPPOO

Raspectively senior advisar, Econ One and ICRIER Prosus Centre; partner, Hausfeld & Co LLP;
assaciate, Haushald & Co LLP; and consuliant, Econ Cne

They can complement CCI's work, both to promote

fair markets and to benefit competition and
consumers in India’s rapidly developing economy

1o the New flrm's ernall t
the 105 p.m Interkm order s wmng It Is preparing a formal FESPONAC. %ehl mean-

s P
India replaced a command-and -control

while, Is bracing itself fora gruelling legal battle. Theregul
tradlngm: has made §+ 3bi|llon!'mmInmlnalittlcmrlwym i ndmmim
nmocrshammly!lwm!palcd :rade.ninom Index, The stakes are high, especially If
ather

That's a cue for brulsed mpetlmm to wade In.Around two years ago, rival XTX
M.lrkmud‘! hary 2 u.-lmfr!sk—mntl'mmm

it s Indlla kil Arallnrimn .

tmmlhcmkmcmde betely shutd lierin

ership of the means of production with a

to cease and deslst (from such conduct)
and for! Ing financial penalties, s
mhm e sufficlent to curb anti-

new mode o where private
sector participation In economic activity
ks governed by the rule of law and Inde-
pendent regulation,

While Independent regulatory bodies

20025, the flest thme In our 17 years history when we abandoned a market where we
used to make money previously’, Alexander Gerko, the billlonaire geek behind the
UK-based algorithrbe trading firm, wrote on Linkedin.
Gierkeo suspects that his New York competitor got the better of KT, But did Jane
%tree: one of :hc I.lrgm marhc: maleers, w!nhl.t amd slqu-\rc’lna subsequent post,
le solvers at Jane Street,
"lmamnercduﬂnmllu:es!nynumrmgy
lake/In

'hy.\ Ehcmroh 100, 1kt waorks
then it Iooku legit, it sllnpsworklng altogether after
scaling down then question your life chobees.”

This Is a testable hypothesis. The regulator's con-
tenthon lehat the hrw Strect bets were In:enllamllyI
super-skzed When they
futures markets on aday opthons on the Bank NlLfn-I ]
popular gauge of 12 financial stocks—were explelng,

bt 4 L 5
Ited spectaculaly from bts much lasger options posl-
ANDY tlons, while consistently Insing money In stocks,

of | mance in fved

[ Q8
tabeat greaterriskof market failures such
aa telecoms,ofl and gas, ports,and alrports,
an economy-wide market regulator, the
Comnpetition Commission of India (CCI),
has supplemented these regulatory insti-
tuthons to make markets function better
and provide the necessary"entrepreneur-

b haviour! We argue that the
time Is now rlpe to bm.:denthﬁ mxtru

acting asa deterrent on flrma/cor-
por.mnn.ﬂ:uulnmcntluu

“ad tech”, which will now proceed to trial,
.md the mun recently heard a £1.5 plus

and um:mmrﬁammcmw,w mo-

pcumoﬂhecmmw I-ncludl-ag finan-

mlmnnmrmnn behalfof 19million
UK consumers, Both these cases are also
the ﬁulsh:cl N’umllar EU proceedings In

lit: cor
cnﬂw:mntwm:mlamr .
Regulatory actlon, however, does not

part— .\cmmhcu%,ul( EL, .\ndChl.na.Phr
examnple, Intr.lmpm In 20016 the Furo-

" In 2023 lhclicl;lng i\;nplcsl.nurt I.n

On the back of these economic and
Institutlonal reforms, thus far, India s
polsed to becorne the third largest econ-
omy In themld W!lh balanced regula-

Y E kehold T EngAge-
ment, L

D com v

ensure that those harmed by anti-com- pean l 'hlllion forahuwc of domlmccinrﬂa
Pﬂltlw P ated for 1; 2,931 fi | activithes thon to its
the losses suﬂ'md lnm thsdchulm led to numm Alibaba Grotp). This award is the largest
imposed by th s damages award In the history of private
which are often formulalc, in the UK and EU. In :he enforcement litigation in China,
may have norelatlon tothe lurisdictions such as Netherlands, one of the five Section 5 3N of Indla's Competition Act
actual harm caused and the US, UK, EV, and major manufacturers provides the legal framework for com-
may not be punitive  China allow private hiruck T Lo clalms tobe brought by mark
encugh to deter antl-com- damage actions cartel, DAF, recently settled participants who are affected by antl-
duct. Moreover, where consumers with 1,000 clalmants in the competitive practices, While a few clalms
It s warth nating that the Dratehy Trucksitlgation. Sim- have been filed with the National Com-
fines Imposed, although and competitors ilaely,the US AlrCargoShip-  pany Law Appellate Teibunal (NCLAT),
substantial, may be rela- harmed by ping Services litigation (o progress has been slow, Well-established
thvely small cnmp.\rcd to follow-on damages actlon  reglmes m the US, EU, and UK could
thereley cmb:mmdv‘;( Lated .l hip lally serve as models for the devel-
'lherofm the deterrence gate Ing charges) settled for npmenl of private enforeement of com-
theasimpact - in court Q: .2 billion and In the  petition law in India in the coming years,

unleashthe potentlal of ind and pre-

serve the appropriate Ineentives for

Investment and innovation,
Theenforcement of competition Liw—

Butwhat i Sebi I wrong? What | Jane Street hasa
MUKHERJEE i it et oo Wit f b ;

Moambarg oy for anltel vearwhen Itsusd

I
antl petith n{cmrs.arfdam:onf

twoaf its former traders who had left to werk for Mil-
lennium M.\mgmm:‘nm sult was later settled.) ln lhatc.wo.ttw firm should be

abletod for smallerp
lrnruapc-rfcct 1 gl ..--mnlcst %hluhnu e the twor forad -
stratbon, The i d i Il mak
nmrwywllhhm umnm thcsmofwhat:ne mgulmlmmmmhms an:nwn
"of market

h.lnﬂ wmlldhemqswstcd todo two things—reprise it ownnow- Wndnncdlradcr.
andim[ﬂmmmm: Sebl tmnhjal\eﬁtml‘mrmgymu For the latter, XTX would

have temporary g I F dived v India's
Investor protection fund.

[ane Street has disputed the il daald it " committed toop
tng P wllhall gul "in K ldwide. A lon of
s sl el of 11 global business, But should Gerleo's Iy-

pothesisbe pm\md rlght lamc ﬁ‘.tm:uhmld beﬁmrcd to I.oucqu.mttalmt:olmlval
1yt collapse Sebi's argu-

ment, mpu: ltmaslmnmrmh!gmn Icpalwncccdh!pbemn.ltmllmhclpml

for the judges mﬂappmchthn com}_l!sawdlwfm:h famillar courtroom tools ke

I dships might get lost in arcane
option-market jargon,
Lethoth and XTX showwhat theywould 'shiggest
cpudty ch without | thelrm-unm The tech-
| ham tha nhL e

up an soclal medla; What is the true mIco(Iarsc market makers In soclety, and are
high-frequency traders fulfiliing it?

ful as ane would hope.
Reallsbng this several juris-

dietions, Including the US, the UK, Euro-

pean Union (EU),and China allow private

dannge mlmu where cansumers .md

market| I B
of a market economy. Antl-competitive
conduct affects the process of competi-
tlon—how competition unfolds in the
market—and as a result causes harm to
competitors and consumers,

dbyanti-competitive
onnﬂuc:lltlptefm T 1.l

healtheare sector the Blue
CrussBiie Shild) !

mcnmplemem the publie enforcement
4 the CCLL

ted Inasettlement exceeding § L6 billion.
In financial servioes, thelJKConwu

Nowthat Inclia has had 15 yearsof end-
memcnt by the cnmpctltlnn authorkty

than Appeal | ol o
£200-ml Illonmtlcmcm mMm’I:ks v

the LS, UK, EUand China, private damapge
actions can be initlated even [f there ls io
regulatory proceeding, Further, In the LS,
the Iaw allows for treble damages to be

private damage actlons, thus

THE EDITOR

Greater focus on
APIs needed

India is paying for its callous approach
raveands the maounting impert af
active pharmaceutical ingredients
(AP} fram China, India has the ability
ta be a tough competitor, India has
the scientific wherewithal and
enaugh technocrats to ensure bocal
manufacturing of APIs for awn
consumption and even for exparts,
But so far, we have only allowed

Indian companies to look for profits,
and trading in APIs from China was
found to be beneficial in this regard.
Even back in the 1980s, the United
Mations Industrial Development
Organization had appreciated India
as not only self-reliant but as able to
cater to the global market, We need
greater facus on this aren,
Performance:linked incentives do not
wiork in several areas, and need a
tharough review.

—&G Rajmaohan, Anantapur

.mlnn .\galnul

Inthe techsectorthe, the LK Cmnpm-
tion Appeal Tribunal recently certifled a
£13.6-billion cl.llm mmal t;ooglc over
Its alleged in

EC should heed SC

The Supreme Court has given an
opening to the Election Commission
(EC) to go about the revision of the
alectoral roll the correct way in asking
it to consider the Andhaar, elector
phoeto identity card, and ration card as
proof for vater registration, The EC

1gsby the NCLATon appe-
als, the thne s i pe o conslder how priva.
te damage actlons can complement the
CCI's work, both to promate fals markets
and to benefit competithon and consum-

L HHE g

Vigws are porsonal

which is considered basic for getting
other documents, is unacceptable
while "dependent documents”
abtained on its basis are scceptable.
True, it is tasked with revising the
electoral rall, but it should enswre that
the voter registration does not

should nat miss the y far
course cormection and make the
“spacial intansive revision" people-
friendly. It cannat hold that Asdhaar,

b marph into a “citizensh
uwun-\g exarcise or result in the
hi of eligible vaters,

~G David Miltan, Maruthancode

@Write ta us at falottersesprossinda com
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ECI’s Bihar
conundrum

The Supreme Court’s suggestion to include
Aadhaar, EPIC, and ration card as valid proofs of
Identity for electoral roll offers a way out
he right u)vm: nnd the freedom tn exercise it
are il 1 S lelectoral
democracy, These are also prerequisites to
ensure that the outcome of elections reflects
the popular mandate, It is the responsibility of the
Election Cormmission of India (ECI) to ensure the
sanctity of the electoral process, which ulsummnsthm
no Indian citizen who is eligible tovote i
from the electoral roll, or a non-citizen subwverts the
process by acquiring voting rights. It is for this purpose
that ECI periodically updates the electoral roll ahead of
elections. However, in Bihar, where assembly elections
are due soon, its Special Intensive Revision process to
make a fool-proof electoral roll has run into rough
weather over the conditions set for inclusion or
retention of neitizen in the master document. The
Opposition and some civil society groups have moved
the Supreme Court, arguing that ECT's initiative will
result in disenfranchisement of a large number of
voters. The fears are real, as an exhaustive report in
HT has revealed, and they call for immediate redress.
On Thursday. when the two-judge Bench began
hearing a clutch of petitions, at least three important
observations by the court stood out. One, the judges
did not stall ECT's electoral revision process, though it
said ECI's actions are subject to judicial review, This is
understandable because the Representation of the
People Actautl ECLac Dbexdy, to
conductelections, The Court is cautions about
institutional redlines, though the legal questions
regarding the extent of the state EC's actions will be
settled later. Two, the Court has asked ECI to consider
adding Aadhaar, Electoral Photo Identity Card (EPIC),
and ration card toits st of 11 acoeptable di

HT o
OPINION

ELV to EV: What

clean mobility
policy must do

Phasing out end-of-life vehicles
reduces the stock of heavy
polluters but does not
necessarily accelerate the shift
to zero-emission mobility

n asignificant development Funll apumliny
e, the Commisaion for Alr Quality
governunce, the Conmsio far A

Al andwiy

oldder velicles remain a conoen.
Rinchia's transitlon from Bt Stige (15) 1o DS
Vlembsion mlllmdnﬂmlulmmmﬂ wﬂl-

e
lwd!hlc'lw bmulu.IMMlhl m

e equl
mu'n podluting I(ﬂumlw 'mlﬁ‘l wvehichen tlnl

umhnlnduumlhmlwmdmms\flnﬂ~
clos hdtm undu Iul!unuury conditions, the

NEW DELHI
SATURDAY
JULY 12, 2025

alder BS It nstog- Dl and Indin more brosdly need l policl s thint el the it i
ler directive o now mandate that e sta- grr\‘mtlalimn more partieubate matter than BS  electrie vehicles (EVs) SHUTTRSTOCK

Aicne in Dl aned live high-veicle-densiny
National Capital Region (NCR) districts —
Gurugram, Farkdsbad, Ghizlabad, Gautim Budh
Magar, and Sonipat — must deny fuel t petrol
wehicles alder than 15 years and diesd
vehiches older than 10 years starting
Novem ber 1 2025, This enforcement
il extenid bo e rest of Uhe NCR Trom
Apell 1, 2026,
The meve has sparked public debate,

W lenies. Even BS IV limits albow the diesdl carsio
emit fve times more,
Mo broubilin

ll‘ﬂ\ll!‘h on real-workd vehi-
che emisssons in The

particularly to PMLS and nrogen oxide (NOx),
Iborth of which have serious health and environ-

Ilmluﬁunr.mmmﬂﬁln and the
Internitional Councll on Clean Trans-
portation (ICCT) Found that exbaust
emissbons under actual driving condi-
tons are Neantly higher than the:
levels Found in the lab.

with sorte contendiing it o valld Pollu Amit Would a PUC test be enough o
ton Under Control (FUC) cenificate Bha ackdress this usgent problem? For petrol
shonbd be adeguate. Yot CAQM saction tt and CNG vehielis, PUC tesls memsune
reflects un attemmpt Lo Lake s marne deck: andy curbon monoodde wnd hydrocar-
sive, data-criven approsch 1o tackling bons: for dicscts, o les rellable measin
Dielhi's persistent alr pollution challen: of apacity jor how nouch light I8 Blocked
by ermdssbons) I8 used an & loose proxy
What critics nre overboaldng In this for PM emlsslons. The PUC testing
debate iu that CAQM S directive is nota regimee couled bee more relisbdbe i i wene
mew rule, but an enforcement of bng: supplementod with reakworkd emis-
standing fudicial arders, The Natonal Anirudh slons manitaring tools such as remote
Groen Tribunal (NGT) already man- Narla -mm?
ped these age-based limits on petrol Wihile usirg vehicle age o8 a criterion

sl i 2004-15, anel thie Supreme Court
redlireed] them I its 2008 ruling in

MC Mela case, While the identiflcation and
Impounding of aged vehicles s a routine annl
cwuacmmlmhwl-pdlmmnwrnmm
i CAQM direetive e uuv!unym-lwld

I sensible
ligal prevedent, a more effective kong-
term strategy would irvalve identitylng and tar-

The harm this pollution inflicts an public
Tealth Is well docummented. The citizens of Delhl
e Inerensed rates of asthama and ca lar
disease, adverse pregnancy oulcomes, and
reduced lile expectancy. Moreover, vulnerable
aid lower-incosne residents (who olten live and
wark near ligh-tralflc corridons) boar ihe brunt of
pollution’s im pacts.

Cloan alr is s shared lght. not m private entl=
tement, While restricting older velilcles ls an
elfective first step to reduce emdasions, our
broader goal should be wo identify and address
high-emitting vehicles, regardless of age,
ihraugh real-world maonitoring wslng remode
servdng and follow-up testing, Ensuring cleaner
alr throwgh mrgeted. datn-driven emissions
control Is notonly an environmental priority
bt also a public health and sockal justice
imperalive,

While CAQM's directive |s o welcome step. it
adddriases on Plrlol‘lhupld:lun Phasing ot
endol- mrwn

mented in markets Hike California and China,
I\mmﬂmﬂu‘ o0 sl minkmum percentige

each year. ZEV salos roquirements ensure
comslstent m|:p|y nﬂwm r.w Iur cansumers

mnllln' e defanilt d!Ll\x' l\l‘h’f than the excep-

Uclhl hos made commendable progress
through its EV policy and invesiments [n pulbilic
electric buses and last-mile leryuduni\w
worlurtar
be inullicien, ATV sl st (e with
i
Infrastructure) can create o decisive shiflt I-nllnc
nl«nﬂm and suppont domestic manufacturing
gl

CAW;MM nat about penalising peapk:
wha own older, more polluting vehiches, but
about enforcing court orders 1o protect public
health. While l'lil Inml ks on‘rl A starting
point, elfect loms lhe in
Identifying high eml Hers through real-world
monitoring and acting on actual emissions
data

Dt il aredl ot

o ke real

" shile
theshift

geling -

g These vehick 1dth oy
her ehecks, such as PUC re-testing or chassis
dy | besting. o inform d

‘I\Jmulcllluvmuumlp‘mm Dcﬂmml

NCH states must go beyond enforoement. A ZEV
miandate, backed by pubdic investment and clear
rmluu!}' direction. will ensure the u'ululllm

and brings fuel stutions into th
framework in a staggered manner, starting with
W

The Court has also sald ECT must explain the reasons if
It rejects the suggestions, ECI's decision to excdude
Aadhaar, for instance, has been baflling since the
government has previously said that the unique
Identification number and the use of blometrics make
it a fool-proof document of identity, EClwill need to
explain why it disagrees with the government’s stance,
Three, the Court pointed out that EC1has no mandate
Lo verify cltbzenship - that is o sk left 1o the Unbon
home ministry. Mdhmr PAN and ration card are not
itizenship but can surely be
:renled s docurments to embllsh identity,

reports sub lated with data have
revealed that persistence with ECI's current list of
documents could lead to massive exclusion of
eligible voters, especially women, underprivileged,
and migrant workers, from the electoral roll. This
has much to do with State capacities, which reflect in
low levels of birth registration (only 26,2% births
were registered In Bihar In 2007, the last year that
wionld mnhe pecple ellmble to vote in 2025), the
ab nts (only 23% of
adults hu.d completed school, as per the 2011 Census),
and employment identity cards and pension
documents 1ssued by the government (just about
4.8% of Bihar's population were in government
service, according to 2023 caste survey). In
comparison, Bihar has generated 114 million
Aadhaar cards for its projected 130 million
population (as of July 2025); 83 million Biharis also
have their names included on ration cards,

In this backdrop, and considering the short time
window available, ECI should heed the SC's
suggestion, expand its list of identification documents,
and ensure that no citizen Is deprived of her
constitutional right to vote,

Dedlvd and.
I e barger NCH,

decialans
Delhl contliviacs 1o rank among the woeld's
muugulélul conptal s, with el evated beveds off
i

accelenle e veliclis
(ENS). Cramleally, we st mone (he respoisibility
hr-mlllrummu transport from buyers Loscl-
1o Zevo- Emisslon Vehlche (ZEV) sales

the directive, & 1s lmﬂlllu movisit Ilwmlde

1 the year,

Inclusions and exclusions
in India’s forest governance

hirty years ago, when o landlord

wwlmllh-!»mmmnm& IE
restintion (e Nitgirs Hills, e o

hie know that his petition would deeply

entrench the role ol juciclary s forest governance,

Since then, the Court In:ddlwlt}i‘r-:pll:r‘- and

I These mandates, already imple-

el ONTEs ne often recorded o wastelands or vil-
l.up commans In public recards and are nﬂly

uuilon.

Asid Biscst 13 dradias mianglrag lirecsur, anel
vty Naarlin b @ researciver, [CCT,
Thhe views expressed i personal,

Including rocky mlmqn and sony deserts,
should be considered as “forestland ™. For the

e

Cont, the way for Mg el

that
ﬁlmgmdlrwﬂwuf Torests as sable ond podnts

othier
forests and brought under the ambit of FCA,
While seelng the forests beyond the arborea|
Imaginary is welcome, I-FU\ themast nlmﬂ-

they i ot all has
been a matter of conllict bmwwl llu. state ol

r Y e challnged. For-

e way of d
ONEs? MK‘JL[NJIH .;JLIMDMJI the

Maharashir mlilillr&nlrrbr | devades,
Th chat 18 8 foeest

telabiy lnked o the question of who owns and
whu should govern I‘whn.m. The colonial Ste

mran Thivumniadpae v, Urbon af Tndla snd has

cajes w8 0 souroe ol
v.nlunHl:lI.nM and reserved themas

‘lforest policy.
locutory applications, the Court has msde deci-
shons with respect to Lmber trade, upclnlmclnd'
sand the T Inarks. It

However, their imagination -vﬂcltlln
s roe-covered land [gnored the com-

that respond 1o both natural and
Tnemin-induced disturbinces, tl‘mnn the Tm!

Centre allowed the diversion of 30000 hectares
of forests 1o build nlf:mys large dams and
mines. In the case of Uras, desplie noting the

Tncin and the evergreen forests of the Eastern

srobe in (helr conser
conuries. the n.nlﬂdlll:lllll( stem loimul'mnr

munly

ceniurics of luman wse Imtullrru fire,
livestock grazing, and shifting cultlva-

mnary be declared as wnr
under the Wildiife ¥

manlty 1

toction under FCA. In the case ol Tudpl lundL the

ton,

1! d Commitiee  from lands and o Godarvtrman legiiimined the role off ml.l hasdirected they should be handed aver o
ICEC) Al savanna and deserts, We eall this an Budhaditya the Cenlre as the inenl ingtite-  the iy
lated or the priceof d i th tonal agent of forest conservation (l 1gtherm as
rubes for compe s Godavar- st Il Das through the FCA .ﬁl‘urllﬂt\ any land- 1o tn be reforosted usder Scte control.
mhan orders hawcxpnn-bd HK‘mk:nllhc State,  vabunble trees like tonk, pine and sal af thanary -Iel'lnﬂ- This perpetuates the arboreal imaginary aned
especially the Centre, in fonest conservation. over shrubs and grases. They and o o i cluides b f ONEs,

However, lorest-thwelling m)l(' arcequally  their posseolondal suecessors foreed o the Centre's approval foris U hi wlexdjpe thy

Iiportant stakeholdars. Thetr land righsand par- — binary between lorest and non-forest puarposes. This AT lilam:buhﬂm
tlcipagion b doclsion-makdng on lorest mansge- — land and priontlsed kgl ownersh centralising tendercy in forest govern-  and thelr protests agains the clasification of
e are ey 1o s conservation lLisin  over complex histories of informal ance rurs opposiie tocormmunity-hised these land as State-owned forests. In both the
thisconiext hat two recent judgmentsof theapey — customary wses of the I i rationad | the courtdid not i Lopro-
couart i e Godavarman cise (In Re: Aman Singh, The Supreme Court's lirst Godavar- Nikita lations such s Forest Rights Act, 1006 mate community-based conservation This goes
December 18, 2024 and In Re: Zudpl Junge Lands, — mim ordier (1996) exiended prodection Samarnath gl ch (e

\lljﬂ Mb)d!:l wmpclllnglml@ulnmhll\

In both
cases, the Court uml.mmlmcwuandpuw
tecting landscapes tat are not wsually imagned
s forests — granslands known asOrans in Rojost-
4 hlentil

under the Forest Conservation Act
(FCA) 1980 b0 all aress that adheved o
thee dictionary mycaning of forests and
“any arca recordid as forest in the government
ml\ilmmmnlmmﬂlp " Thus, Geslavar-

by -

iF A
lvellbvood rigghes of forest dwellers.
The Supreme Court has mow
expanded the definition of forests
bevond the onginal Godavarman view, [t has
extoniod the spplicalbillity of FCA 1o Orans and
Zudpl lands. Telling the Rajesthan government

o grenter stake fre-
quer il performed better thivi State ln comservi-
v of foests, 1 1 b (o reougrise and priontie
the soctil, cultural and ecological forest over the
lepgal lorest.

comrge. His ocasional pungonl con-

ments on a wide array of suljecs
wore quite m drovw whin he wis on the Bench
anel also therealter, He never minced wornds
even when discretion wed sllence were an
lluring option, rlruﬂun pubilicly spewks his
mind about several 1o the

ormer Suprems Court judge Masdan
I ; Leskuar s knawn lor his cnndour anc

Correcting the image
of the higher judiciary

Inneln's boww ronrek (750340 2) din Che Woelel Jus o
Project’s Rule of Low Index, he seated that
s showed the coustry ina very
r-nr light. The emphasls during

5 address was on the judiclary's
relations with the executive, He
threw mone thian o hint that gov.
CERmEnts were unmnrfusl.uhlr
wiil

II'KIIaI'I Judiciary. His rﬂucunn aften lnmu

with the

Independence of the Jndldury Not every-

Doty will aggree with his eriticlsns, bt I\ﬂL
certalnly cant be ignored or glossed ov

At the recent w:rlcl Justice F'orum in

i
dlhy‘ in nppmllul the r*omrr: Rag

legium on judicial appointments
Imd becarne far oo |ll\]t|l‘ﬂl for

rospect of e Wigher judiciary, Even in con-
nection with the recent eplsode involving
Justice Yashwant Varma of the Delhi High

‘.wﬂ comenchts Il11l|r.‘$uplt|1w

sonably sound system al vetting of candi-
lates lor appeintment o the udiciary that
ensures o bud cholce does ot get made. Ila
noaninee decides W be dishanet, the laubt ls

o vl and
diyllﬂmi Thn:mm' cannot bo said
of the lower judiclary where there

ot that of the Boust thaat of the fraily of
hsiman mature,
lelnlmappllmlnpmmwllp InMry

have been

I:uh court, there are

Vidarbha, Maharashins known os Zudpl s, i farest hist wll O sl be clasniflod o foresis, the mul\'zulwu I:\mi\mﬂ«ralmnmmr and Nikisa
Orans, Mstorically protected by agro-pastoral cscigus, lonenwmis  Court 'y the ftheCEC sodaf Hismasn
o d by renewable  Opsen Natural Ecosystems (ONEs), are critially vz thin, krge ard * Bevlogy. Dr. BR Asvobwlbar lj.mnlm Dol
in the Thar desert. In th b d harbour Lenik dspe-  etation, grmband d The views wxguresses re perwanad,
h uﬂilﬂ[ the e ous individual with atall | EDITOR'S PICK }
front and cannot alford o poor mage lorils Save for o few exceptions we have had T acion offer y, which .
Judiclary. From decent — if not exactly brilliant — individu- i .
Investment attractl als pupullllmﬁ the Bench at the Sug.mmr conteot, and helps wndaritand mmlnmsmn
ik il such an |mage : judictary & Court and the high courts. The case of Jus-
Except for an occasbonal undignilied  tioe Vierma, formerty of the Delhil HC, s more THE MMR OF MELAN(HDUA
debateor two, we hive had a good record I+ am aberration than the norm. There 18 a rea-

thedr worlk, It enn offer 8 more studied gase,
Wit G Dute's 100t birth annlversary just
—on July § — we recommend this week Gury
Tragedy in Three Aces, by Arun Khopkar, the
Natianal-Award winning directos, sctor and author,
An sutewr i every semse, Dute made sarmow and

narists work |s often e best way (o know
Amnmnuurmn lakagra iy on

ACTOE Itw(lx'nlry“wu Whin llk\'lrln.mmudr}'ulltlmm tl:\\ldm disllusionment seem m wf\t' focuses on
RK ﬁhmu.u‘:dm Wi wins ot any- n y unconcealed, Here again, suspicion of a three of Dutt's films — (L apomloﬂl
g il oo SR e eyl q b fhth the vt
havan It has also been repeatedly sid — to paint o judge as unworthy. [tis only fair :T‘I b

that in no other country ane jdges
chiasen by the judiciary el India

dhiff Suprere Court has ghen

Warsaw recently,
lh:n! were |l|uny|spcnsol nur’mllciu_v
I S CONCET.

. Also, 1
l‘ns In cases ormrmir;oﬂ in the judiciary
Irrought also referred o lI-e
Tnuage bickbogg of cases In Indian courts, These
criticisime noed 1o be ken seriously becuse

iself this unque Inllm-.TrmManomnl
in getting exerclsed about it, unless it is
proved that a nominee of the colleglum
which elooses him or her s a known dubi-

thaat we shoukd book for the legal cormectness
of a decision rather than hunt for misde-
meanour.

K Rughirvan &5 @ former divector of e Cartral
Burean af Irvestignnion. The vews expressed
are perional,

Lo Lerms with H|II‘L‘}. e Sanhiith Bibd amar Ghulnm I.n

T

n Three
Acts: Arun Khopkar
presents the ace [lnrmaker as being shaped by his  Year; 20012
work as nuch as bedng I8 creator,

(074 1 10

sclar PP Art, @ AN righis sverved n pa

 peohibitnd
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Can China compete in the Al talent war?

CATHERINE THORBECKE

hief h 1d

thing" OpenAl’
of the aggressive poaching In a memo 1o
staff abtalned by Wired, The latest victin:
Apple Inc, which just lost top execwtlve
Ruoming Pangto Meta,

Fstelling that so many of thesuperstar
muwn United State (US) tech titans are

bt areal’

t.hlmwutluln.Inuu:lim.lw.t‘hu\'lmnul'

tha 12 new recrslts to the Meta Superintel-

The |IIIF|-'I eye-watering artlficial invelli-

Hgence Labs team I d (roin uiniver-
altles on the maknland befone pursilng

careerm abroad, 1t means that key driverol’

1 hilgh-

1:1:11 chips or dati- cmlln. bubldouts, IF:JHI
Indlividuale.

Tha competitlon for Al talent promprecd

Mieta Plat Forms Ine to reportedly offer slgn-

oi bonuises of $100 milllon to lure sendor

Al pace s an intensescrimbde for
:pru.u|'|l.ulmlh1ln|n It Chilnase tdent,
Thiowtstze role that thy play in devil-
aplng Al systems for its geopolitical rval
L't Hieely loston Beljing. Inuhn.mechl'mh.b

Wisan vt e,

staff From rivals, It feels “asiF has
broken into our home and stoben some-

them to weoum home, Authoritles have

Iy restricted travel forsome
nrueemeek'a employees. muﬂd al'crﬂr.‘k
I ck
now mst de more to eall.oﬂlwhedt an&l

hmuen fram I:Lnawwma creae
likedy tovstay.
But Amercan business leaders

shouldn't asswme that the blg paychecks
alone will winan internatdonal talent con-
tet, Researcher ot Harvard University
lnst month sald that the number of high-
limpact schentfie publicatlons shows that
China dominstes In "raw human capital
for AL" This helps drive Indigenows
resenrch desplte US advantages in com-
puting  power and investment, Top
workers may stlll be keen on making
money overseas, but that doesn's mean o
bt ool thie i won't stay at hom,

Separate researchers at Stanford Unl-
versity In May analysed data on the more

than 200 authors listed on DeepSeek's
technical papers, The firm's success sty I8
“fundamentally, one of homegrown
talent,” they found. Hall of Deepseek's
rearn never left China for education or
work, and these who did uldmately
returned 1o pursue Al development, This
nwpulhcymlkl-lm lons for the US,
Chinalooksat international experlence
Jess a8 n bealn draln and mose a8 o way for
researchens to acqulre knowledge belore
returming home, the Stanfoed paper sald,
The US “may be mistakenly assuming it
s o perrnanant (ulent lead.”
It llgns with ather data that suggests

martlon for top-tier Al esearchens, Only 42 per
cent ol these ndlvideals worked Inthe LS in
0k, o paned bo 40 per cant In:l.(ll.'.ll)wlm
that I | China

st risbng by 28 per cant from 1 per mnl

The Chinese government, meanwhile,
has been funding Al labs and research at
universitles as part of Indussrial policy, It
ot clear howwell this investment has pakd
off, but it has helped incubate talent who
went on o support breakihroughs at pri-
vate companles, One of DeepSeek’s key-
stone papers, for exnmple. wis co-authoned
Iy seholars at Talnghus Unlversity, Peldng
University and Nanjing Unbversity, In this
wary, China has been bullding up an eco-

syntem of Inn:wmlm Uit doesn L centee

OPINION 9

belng tossed around in Slicon Yalley,
DeepSesk s nonetheless inthe midseof
a recrultng blite — one that's trying w
auract oversens Chinese Al researchers 1o
come back home. It has posted a spate of
roleson Linkedin, aplalﬁmn that's notused
Davie Lee has
wrlaten, this isabout more than just money,
Tut instead convinelng workers that tiedr
omnmm'wnlmaner miost bn the history
books.” DeepSeck may be hoplng that this
|=||m wlhmkmlwnunlm hinesetalent,

arownd poaching Players,
Domestle firms are less able to spend
& lavishly to atcract top talent, US pri-
\'ﬂll.'ll'!\‘l.!h‘l\\l.'l\l|I\Al\|l1n|!l.‘l|l‘|y!!l!ll‘h:n
the amount in Chin, according to ong
analysis, Earller this vear, state-backed
news outhet the Global Tiees reported on
thie "hlgh-paying job offers” from Deep:
Sewk, which could amount to annual
Income of some 1.54 milllon yuan per
yeur (Just under $215,000]. It's o slgnifi-
cant swm in wrban Ching, bat hardly the
Imstant  milllonadre-mintng  fAgures

y Just under half of the
Mnlll‘ah\p tler Al resenrchers come from
China, compared 1o 18 per cent from the
LS, Many may be seeking opportunities
abroad, but Bebjing s pullingall s levers o
convinee nl lest some to sty st o tme
whien Americn 't slgnalling o warm wel-
coma, Mind boggling slgn-on bonuses
From Sllleon Valley may beenough towina
cross-border hatthe for mlent, but tme will
vkl 11w ervoniggh e wln e wisr,

BMoomben

Bhagwat sets offjitters at 75

This principle has been followed even

BJP had no dynastic succession, at least not at
the top. You can trace this back to the Vajpayee-
Advani era. This act of spotting and empowering
younger talent is even more striking with the
choice of BJP presidents

post-2014. J P Madda took over as the party
president ax 50. The new chlef ministers. Yogi
Adiryanath (UF), Bhajan Lal Sharma (Rajas-
than), Mohan Yadav (Madhya Pradesh),
Yishnu DeoSal, Mohan Charan Majhd, Biplab
Deb and Himanta Blswa Sarma (Assam,
though a Congress original), Manchar Lal
Khattar. Devendra Fadnavis, Pramod Sawant,
Pushlear Singh Dhami, Rekha Gupea, the 2 of

In defence of short-sellers

VIEWPOINT

Thie Viceroy-Veduntn affalr that Is cur-
ranthy front page news has slimllartes
with the Hindenbung=Adan affalr, In
bioth cases, an overseas antiey want
short on a well-known group, and
relensed reports explaining why. I'm
not here to discuss the mardts of the
reports., IE's up to traders who wish to
take exposures (long or short) o make
thielr own jud gements.

There are other Interesting podnts
‘one can make. The strategy of taking a
position and then publicly revealing
the position. and talkingupthe ration-
ale k5 not new. Long investors have
been dolng this for over a century. In.
theearly 20005, short-sellers like Mark.
Cuban also started employing this
strategy. The difference is that they
started telling the world why they had
sold astock.

The logic for revealing exposure s
the same: The hope that more money
piles into the trade, and creates
momentum to move the price quickly
Im favour of the earty bird, It's a creative
useof the comeept of disclnsure,

Ome key difference in the 21t cen-
tury is the scale of ampliication. The
media reach of any random trader [s

much more, The subsedd it Wall Srest
Fens (WEHE) Is an extreme example of
reach, WSE hosts millions of retal
traders and some of them are very
savvy, WSH s unusual in that the
research s often of high quality,
fSucoessful traders who use WEER
awnd publicly announce thelr positions
wlong with the rtlonale have Insplred
il of followars who enthuslastl-
cally mirror thedr tracles, The money
can run Into the billlons, On several
occasions, hedge funds hive been ren-
dlared bankrupt by the conoerted retall

hailed an oplnlon and o ale it And so
long as they're trading through legal
ehannels, they have the right o lese
maoney — or make It

Hoth these cases have also led 1oa
latof absurd natlonalistic heartburm:
Why wizre Inclan businesses targeted
by forelgners, for Instance, bs o ques-
wlon thist's been naked, The answer bs,
those specifle businesses were per-
catbved ns bedng vulnarable,

This Is thie Hp sl of the egquatkon
when economies and marets are
opsened up o allow mL"m.us I|1v¢.nlun|

b

wetlon on WSH, OF coure, on
occasions, retall rrace s who mirrored
positlons  without  knowing  whist
thary e dolng hive also been wiped out.

Whille WSH s the largest public
forwm for traders, itk not the only ane.
There ane countless groups on all sorts
of platforms where people disouss
trades and seek second opinions on
thelrviews, And yes, those fonums are
also places where "pamp and dump”
schemes, and other scams are enablec.
But surely it's up to any trader to do
thelr own due dillgence before taking a
trade on the basis of a social media tip,
or TV channel recommendation, or
randam research rej

Somuch forthe modusoperandiof
taking atrade and then publicly talking
about it and revealing the underlying
bogic. A deeper point Is that this prac-
thce can't bestopped. Right or wrong, if
somebody decides to take a position,
long or shor, and valk abour it, they
heave & right to do so.

o by

you st live with the fuct that inl

algnirs mny alsosometimes sell shares

and boneds, It cannot be one-way truffie,
Short-sallers recedva abot of oppro-

brium. Regulutors hate them. They

operate under inhenent mmhmtlen.‘l

Please do not fall into the trap of the usual

cliches like "setring the cat amaong the

plgecns” over the statement by Rashiriya
BSS)chief

challak) Mohan Bhagwat that, once they attain

the age of 75, leaders should think of retiring

and yleld to younger colleagues,

‘This cautbon Is needed because In the

Bharatiya.Janata Parry iB.IPJ.mdmmcuhﬂy
the LIP-
Mol exception, Im.thkl.hn[ this s a nudge
1o Prime Minister Narendea Madi to step
down as he turns 75 on September 17 this year,
sl clarys after Mr Bhagwat, would be reading
roomuch into it However, a Sarsanghachalak
ia never to be taken lightly, In this case, My
Bhagwat broke from a speech in
Marathl 10 speak just these,
retirement-at-75 lines In Hindi,
Noslipod the tongue, orscope for
mdslnterpretation there,

1 antielpate an immediaie
questboning of this from those
whe lollow nstlonal  politles
eloely, Thiey can Indeed remind
o 0 Y OWT W P COTTYaTs-

ton with then kSs ehlet € 5 NATIONAL
INTEREST

AR CUPTA

Sudarshan In 2008, where he
askd Atal Blharl Vijpayes (Bo)
and L K Advanl (77) to mave on - S
and bet younger people ke over,
Ha il also nttn:clour] \-'nlmm s Bon-in-law,
Ahksstyle ol
wudunu His response hu:nlm.' PN more

test within the BJP. Mr Modi won it by the
time he swept histhivd state election n 2012,

‘Whether or not you like the BIFRSS, you
have to concede that they are the force with
the most robust and meritocratic HE system
In Indian politics. Through decades, they
have produced successive generatlons of
leaders. with the shakha system,

It's & digression, but asignificant point —
thiat of all the paries in Indla's politlcal his-
tory, the BIP has had the laast d.ei'ectlnnu ar

them, averaged 51 when sworm n.

The Congress has Inducted some
younger talent in Telangana and Himachal,
but In its most important state, Karmataka, it
ksatuck with a non-performing golden oldie
In Siddaramalah,

Amost notable fact s thar the ideological
puruofthe BIP i living uproits own counsel,
Theoldest age uptowhichaSamanghachalak
has served is 78: Sudarshan (2009), (Rajendra
Slngh arlm||u Bhalyya, In 2000), Madhukar

spilits, The idealogical g
all In the same tent, even the disgrntled, A
ferw slgnificant ones who ledt retumed, like
Kalyan Singh and Yediyurappa. Others,
Shankeminh Vaghela, Balr) Madhok, all

fckecd Inwer Brred In the

lasaheh™ Deoras, (1994),
From the founder group, K B Hedgewar
and M8 Golwalkar died young while still In
office, & 51 and 67 In 1940 and 1973, respect-
bvely. All1I1e\hmnul:&cl1alnksmm:h.emp
el i Jong tenuses, Asdoestl

snme decades, the Congress has

entone
T he fact I8 that du-plwlm rumours and

had so many splits that some-
tlmes it wlpha-

| nobody has 1 any retire-

et might not be encugh to And
lesttews i s Woces for all 1is break:
away parties. The Janata Party,
Soclalists, o what used 1o be the
Lok D, all want the same way,
Mo the BJP, Yo can't show me s
lypharisted ofTehood.

Thee BIF also had nodynnstic
successlon, ot least at the top,
There are many offsprings of
Hlstrionss founders and eldersin
kery posltions intha party now, bt thesucees-
wbon wis never stralghtforward. 1t wis more
nbnul "necommadating” somebody's child

when | reminded him thar Vajpayee
Thad dismbssed rumours of his retirement with

hat lines "Ma tirea, ina retired.”

s, A share can d
quadneple or multiply wenfold. Sothe
upslde is unlimited for a long investor.
But a share can at worst. drop to zerm
value, and that Hmits the short -seller’s
return, Obviously, leverage and theuse
of derivatives can overcome this toan
extent but taking recourse to those,
adds tothe risks as well.

Short -sellers perform a useful task
when they put aspotlight on overvalu-
ation. Those who identified the “Big
Short”™ in US housing mortgages,
helped warn others. When shons are
based on percelved corporate misman-
apement or malfeasance, as (n cases
like Enron and Satyam. theyenablethe
financial system to work efficiently.
Shortselling 1 the ohverse of value
In that sense. There should

They may be sued If they l.1ll.ﬁrth.e
ypany ot its m; and they

maylosealotof money ifthey'rawrong
in dleirlnglc. But they havetherghtto

Cricket’s spiritlives

EYE CULTURE

UDDALOK BHATTACHARYR

Cricker, i team gime no dowbt, has
enormous soope foran individual out-
shining the rest. This characterlstic of
erickes, the preponderance of mumbers
spenking for players’ performance,
achiviEW i s It uE‘Hr‘l Ih\malm Leaim
amies, A ericheter's tour de i

serles, agalnst a very strong West
Indlan team in 1983, a great Australian
erlcketer remarked: "It 1o sln to even
think of breaking Bradman's record,”
What could Gaviskar do otherwise?
Play an without centuries for the rest of
hiscareer?

Gavaskar's record too has gone long
snee,
Spenking of Beadman, ancther
Il Ick kar, cime

Invtes rscered biescsks I sttt leal hier-
archy, And there ks nothing unsports-
ik n bidng aheac of of hars on
any count. 5o had South Afrdean Cap-
ol Winan Mulder broken the great
Birian Lara's record of the highest ning
Ina Test Innings, no moral calumny
wiotalcl have fastenisd on him for dedng
I Yiet hat checlared the Innlngs when he
Wk Juest 34 runs away from reaching
the apogee because Lara, he felt,
deserved tobewhere hewas, And by
dolng this he made many recall the
sporting gestune of Lara himself Some
A yeam ago, the West Indian declared
himself cut ina Test In Indla when he
wns nine runs away from oo sunil
Gavaskar, thena per writer,
applauded the actlon, saying: “Well
done, Briani®

Gavaskar had to face hostllity for
breaking Don Bradman's record of the
highest number of centuries, 24 in
‘Test cricket. Fora long time, there was
spaculation as towhether he would or
should do it. After he equalled and
lbroke Sir Don's record Inthe same

close o brasking the Austrllan's
recorc of the highest nans In an Innings
In first-closs cricket. Brodmn's was
452, and when Nimbalkar In o
domestic match eached 443 the
‘oppoient. feardng that an el
ebwated cricketer would glory himsell
Im thils feat of braanking the recond of the
world s all-thne greatest batsman, con-
ceded the mutch and beft the feld.

The record of 452 coubd not stand
up tothe changeabbeness of thme, The
legendary Hanif Mohammaed brole i,
and histoowas mace a speck inthe
st by guess whi, Brian Lara.

Some records, alas, are virtually
unbreakable. The first that comes to
mind isJim Laker's 19 wicketsin a
Test, back in the 19508, against the Aus-
tralians, The second, though not so
Invincible, (s Sydney Barnes’ 49
wickets In a serles (It was a four-Test
serkes) move than 100 years agn. Jack
Hobbs's record of the highest number
of first-class centuries too stands for
ahout 100 years, perhaps becausa
playersthese days do not take

e room for short-sellers in any well-
run market.

Since the Valpayee-Advand duo was still
very much In control of the BJP and widely
respected as its founders, and also because
thiere was no redy clalmant for thedr places st
that poing. Sudarshan drew immediate critl-
clsm, though only in whispers. It was insinu-
ated that his ageing mind was fading. The
reality wasdifferent. From the B.IP/RSS poing
of view, If e could be faulted, it was only for
his timing. 1t was teo soon after the party's
defeat In the general elactions the previous
year and the party didn’t need a succession
struggle right then. In substance, he knew
what he was doing, and was vindicated in the
courseof ime.

With hiswords, the diewas cast. Anentire
line oflikely successors had begun to emerge,
Rajnath Singh, Sushma Swaraj, Amn Jatley,
Mitin Gadkarl and, most notably, Narendra
Modi in Ahmedabad. Inaway, he had set up
anAmerican primaries-atyle leadershipoon-

transfer,

You can trace |t back o the Vapayee-
Achanl era, They chosevery youngchbef min-
Isters: Vasundhara Raje, Shiviaj Singh
Chouhan, Raman Singh, Marendra Modl —
BVETIEINg 49 years.

Thisspottingand empowering of younger
talent iseven more striking with the cholce of
the BJP presidents. In 2002, Venkalah Makdu
became president at 53, Rajnath Singh
became president at 54 in 2005, Nitln Gadkarl
at 48in 2009, and Amit Shahat just 49in 2014,

In contrast, through this peried. Sonia
Gandhi remained the Congress president,
untll Mallikarjun Kharge moved in after a
Rahul Gandhl interregnum, sprightly still,
but 80, Meanwhile, so muchof the Congress
party’s young talent has withered away.
Some have joined the BJP in frustration;
others carry on inthe party, even more frus-
rrated. We make too much of the dealogical
differences between the two partles. We
ought to be paylng more attentlon o thelr
respective HR practices,

w -;-'s-ruln, within the BIP, It was only whis-
pered as the justi icatlon to send Mr Advand,
Murll Manohar Joshi and others into retire-
ment in the Margdarshak Mandal (Group of
Elders). At the same time, some minislen
continued, Including Kalral Mishra and
Majma Thiese ware s
sent out as governors, Inthe labest ull.nlnn.
Hema Malinl was fielded from Mathurm,
thaouigh sha had crossed 75, maybe to remind
us that there I8 no "75year-rule” The only
on-record reference we can find |s Anan-
diben Patel explaining her reslgnatlon as
Gufara chilef minister In 2006 beeause "1
have tumed 75" That will for sure be no
precedent for Mr ModL

September 11 will now be the date to
wabch. That's when Bhagwat tums 75. IF he
discldes to follow his own counsel and retine,
there will ax least be “talk” about Mr Madi in
the BIP corridors. Wil there be a challenge?
Mo, Wil anybody dare to seek a process of
post-2004 style " primarles"? It sn't imposs-
Ihle, but most uniikely. But, as the calendar
runs up to late 2028, some among the mone
ambitious in the BIF might feel impatient,
Mobody would dare to even whimper, forget
making a claim. Mr Modi now has the power
and pre-eminence in the BIP-RSS to choose
how long he wants to serve, and he is defi-
nitely going to want to contest in 2029, He
will onlybe 79, &5 0ld as Donalbd Trump now,
and firter. The others will have towait for the
decision or a cue from him, even as some
sllent, subterranean “primaries” might have
begunwithin the BJE.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

domesticericket serously, However, it
Is surprising that Bradman's record of
thie hdghest rums b 8 sefes (974,
againat England in 1930) I there like &
rock even today, when riple centuries
are plenteous, But his average of yao47
“The wdt 1o see It broken has tobe long,

Records can be seen In varlous
wiys, The quickest 100.can be in terms
ofthe number of balls faced. Here S
Wivian Richards lost his top position
o yenrs ago alter holding it for
ka0t 30 years, But nterms of min-
i, the recosd, set in 1021, lswith Jack
Ciragory, better-known s o bowler
who, with Ted McDonald, formed
erleket’s st fast-bowll ng palr.

Neville Carchus’ farmous Hie— the
sooreboard I8 an nss— seems outdated
i this day wnd age when acricketer's
worth is langely the pemson’s brund
walue. The heft of a record Hes not just
In the awe It evokes and also in the
money bt brings, In the lght of this. it is
palpable that what Mubder did s out of
charactar with the times.

In Australia In the 15408, it was a
diffierent Hames, Sidney Barmes, who
threw away hiswicket when he was
hatting at 234 because at that cricket
ground itwas Bradman who held the
record with the same score. Barnes did
niot want togo past Bradman. Instead
e wanted tosee his name with him,
For him, it was a matter of pride with
self-expression. For Mulder, it ks humil-
Ity and reverence for the spirit of this
reat game, Well done, sir!

America stays unique

TICKER

Even I the Unlted Sovtes’ (US")
weonomle and milltary power
dheclines over the coming dec-
avcliss, bt cultuiral power will not.
‘This has olten been the case
with declining suparpowars:
Thatlr feotprint in the world of
Iddens and culture stays long
after thelr economies lose thelr
edge. The US was already a
largereconomy than Great Helt-
aln In the 1680s, but It took
another4o or s yesrs — and the
growth of Hollywood — for the
LIS' soft power tocatch up,

Soft power ls not merely
about films and music. One
interesting way In which a
BUPETPOWET 'S Internal
dynamics have an effect on the
rest of the world ks through Its
internal political debates. One
way oranother, they become the
axls around which domestic
political mobilisation in the rest

of the world revolves.

Let's look at two very differ-
ent ways in which American
pelitles has Infected couniries
with very different seclal and
ECONOMIE BLAUCTTEs,

Tha US has a particular,
almost unlque, history of raclal
Opresslon on |18 own teeriory,
Boime other countrles — Brll,
for example — were also par-
thally bl by thie slave trade,
and have o history of begalised
nlm':rullunplm.m‘lu o, than
Amerlca. But the combination
of chattel slavery, constiutional
elvll rights, and generations of
raclal segregatlon In the LS (s
not replicable elsewhere, It
means that how  American
poditics deals with, or responds
to, questions of relations
between races or ethnicltes [s
not exsctly replicable else-
where.
Conerately, it means that
wihen racial resentment In the
USexplodes oneway or another
—through Black Lives Matters
protests or & mass defection of
young Hispanic men to Donald
Trump—itisaproduct ofa very
particular, unstable raclal con-
sEnsus In a very particular,
unstahle soclety. Othar coun-
trles with ethnic or racial ten-
slons cannot learn & great deal
from it In Europe, raclal minor-

ftles have a very different his-
tary from that of African-Amerl-
cang  In Indla,  caste
discrimination |5 often com-
pared o racial discrimingtion,
but the successful Hindutva-
Esatbon agenda of the Bharatdya
Janata Party shows that It s very
different In how (t can be
adapted for polithes. The rest of
the world can continue to be
nsarestic and engaged In how
tha LS moves townrds o better
raclal polities = but must
alwwys remember thit nothing
about [¢ §s relevant for us in owr
coiint e,
Thiesecond way iInwhichthe
US |8 unlgue I8 In how It
approachas the role of govemn:-
maent, The legend is that Amerd-
cans prefer small govemment,
.fmd to an extent this Is correct:

It from ballooning.

No other country can get
iy with such fiseal Impropi-
LY — not even e government
of the United Kingdom, which
has the longest and deepest
Ananclal history of any econ:
oy, And yet, economic debates
and currents in the LIS = from
Industrid policy 1o dersgulation
and caplial galns tax — are
bislbeved to have some Implica-
o for the eoenomile polickes in
tha rest of the world. Do they
really? Even when the most
Important constralng in pubslic
finance — the government’s
Budget constraint = does not
sperm ko apply?

It I8 simply dangerous to
expect thit any country can rep-
leate or learn effective policy
lessons from US subsldles, Its

ol i

ire I the

lbln around 36 per cent of gross.
domestle product (GOP), a8
compared 041 percent InJapan
ar47 per cant inSweden.

But it Is alsotrue that the US
slmply does not have any con-
ception of what a Budget con-
straintis. Its federal government
deficitas a percentage of GDP s
6.3 per cent, according to the
Federal Reserve Bank of St
Louls. Mr Trump's new Budget

s
Its R structure, or s regulatory
debates when all of these are
dependent one way or another
‘onthe fact that the US Treasury
can borrow apparently unli-
mited amounts of money from
the financial markets, and
nobody else can.

We are all obsessad with the
WS, and US politics and policy
making. and will continue o be
For decades, But let's please do

Bl adds ively to the debt
without any real plan to prevent

ohservers, notas
participants, or as students,
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Right to vote sacrosanct:
EC must heed SC advice

e sanctity of the poll volls les in its upholding the right o vote, No

eltizen who I8 ellglble should be denled his basle demoeratie right.

1t was this foundational truth that was upheld by the commonsense

approach of the Supreme Court 1o the Special ntensive Revision
exerciae the l-.'lu'lln.n Commission & undertaking and which was vehe-
mienitly o) lI:nue who had no veasson to teust the intentions of the
kaopmrs ol |IE m Is,

The ECs rl.. it m update the rolls was never in question except in the
plaints of lawyers, who too were not representing petitioners who wanted
the initiative to be stopped. And yet there were oo many qumalloun hang-
ingg over the madality o pdallni: the rolls so close to the elections, To sort
the rolls rather than “fix” them 18 the bounden duty of the EC, but the way
in which it wished to go about doing it had radsed foo many queries,

Thie wisdom of the court's guidance was nowhers more apparent than ln
its ap ranl Lo the good sense of the roll keepers to accept such common

tity documents as the Aadhaar, the EC's own voter 1) cards and ratlnn
ealnﬂn Mot people are armed with these, especially in the state of Blhar
not o well-known for progress into the digital age, and they cannot be

ended thess Instruments when 1t comes to
proving thelr right to vote in the place that they
are normally vesidents of, or “hall” from the
state w18 the term used in India,

It i now up to the KC to ensure that the 1st of
Identity documents that can be accepted and
required for the revision af the rolls is applles-
ble uniformly across Bibar, It must accept that

Commission to the object of the exercise i o serve democracy's
that what Is Universal franchise and not to deny any set of
falr Is not onl 8 because of thelr supposed preference for
Y e pnhl ical alllance over the other of the two
b.ho done but is dq|:1un.alullonantln the mul{lll‘!" hich ba
also seen done e tming of the exerclse, which began very
close to the polls that are due before the end of
BAT, waﬂ what raised the hackles, along with polarising politics wlth
nm of all Opposition partles and NGOS being petitloners, The EC
nrhumm agninst accepting Aadhaar was specious, and it wis no nurprl
that it was told that it zmshlp 15 not (s business so much as determining
wMI:ar resldency is proved and the choloe of casting the vote or not is
f eld because it 18 every citizen's right.

nilia's verslon of democracy has thrived on people belng able to perlodi-
cally cast thelr vote in Assembly and Lok Sabha palls. Those who have lost

olls in recent times have tended to blame the electronic voting
mnc ines, but without ever providing conclusive proof that they could be
tampared with. Now that o fundamental resoures Like the pall volls is being
gwmnnd. It s up 10|I:e M" to prove that what 1s fair 1s not only being

ke b o
Every thl"f a!ne like thm poll rolls mtpandlns: with a segment of the pop-
ulation attaining the vunmLa[:r I8 secondary. It 18 up to the EC to ensure
that anyone who s denled belng on them 0| ﬂwm. enrolled for any rea-
son b8 glven a failr hearing, And then comes the even greater priority of
ensuring a falr count of the votes cast,

Honour killing horror in Gurgaon

e bratal murder of 2Fyear-obd tennds player Radhika Yadav by her
I father in Gurgaon reflects a soclety that continues to be tethered o
d pall#mrchal norms, despite its economic development and exposure to
i wor
Hadhika, an athlete and entrepreneur running her own tennis academy,
became & victim not of personal enmity or financial dispute, but of a regres-
alw&tmludm of the soclety, which does not accept self-made and indepen-
et W
The trigger for the ghastly crime appears to be Radhika Yadav's dmre w0

Bhelpuri politics: Who's
asli ‘Marathi Manoos’?

| Shobhaa's Take

en In doubt,

A b Desti-

evaky: “Power

i glven only

o thase who

dare to lower themselves

and pick 1t up," Try telling

that te cur ghammadi netas,

dnmx on real or imagined

v doften, alio on some-

tI:Lna equally potent that

amies out of & beatle), AL the

moement, Mumbai is cvught

up lnoa mmv lanwa‘]m
EETITEN

“Warring f‘»ouslnn aa the

Thackernys — Uddhay and

Raf — aee benlgnly referved

ta, like they are charmcters

aut of Enld Hlyton's lnrml-

ous story books, 17 anly! IM

djam it In this

e T {one, wnh

n middleaged spread o

match his age, the other,

lean and gunt o match his

wmpsl'ammu. r\;nat has

continue running a tennis acadeny, which became a subject of
ood gosalp, Her father lJmpak Yadav — a well-off person based I|:
Gurgaon in Haryana — wanted her daughter to nlnm er tennls acadeny
al‘ll'r s nangh hl.um maocked him ﬁur ll I]ﬂ olf I:In. dauhhler ' Ineome ani
n her cf behind hy
lepak Yaday chnno to kill her, unnhlo lu. hl'nr the so-called dishonour of
her defiance,

Though he might have shot at his davughter in a (it of rage, his reaction is
borne out of deepseated ideas of control, male entitlement and toxic
notiang nrf‘anulﬁf honour. It 1s a perfect example of honour killing, which i
quite plw‘valmt T &Tne parts of the country.

According to a report, nearly 5,000 women and glels are killed in India
and Pakistan annually for so-called honour. Such incldents are reported
from almost all states, especially from Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and
some parts of Uttar Pradesh, These inckdents veflect a havsh truth about
India, which not only perpetuates stark caste-based divisions but also the
untouchability of the institution of “family” which continues to subjugate
and deprive s glrels and women. These continue o control women's auton.
omy and declslon-making,

It 18 high thme that the government beging a campaign to educate prospec:
ll\r.l‘ husbands and fathers about the rights of women in schools and
ool lepes,
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Wlster-
Ing tome, The Hrothers
Haramazov, have lnﬂ.wuh
Aamchi Mumbal and s

bhl!llllll 1 polites? ﬂumum

aky's last nd most
pmmli'ul hmx mclthrlnuew
mlnu from patrieide
n|* i ”?HNSQ&kﬁa
I ul
5r p deep, phile

saphical quenmnn hout
ambltson, greed, blood tes,
Jeadanssy, 1t's warth & re-vead,
a8 we in Mumbal wade e
swirling monsoon waters,
woadering who will deown,
el swepl away, jump on &
raft, or swim fo the share.
Dealing with this uncertaln-
ty and suspense, hay
Mumibalkars anlt (LS
selves: “Why
Why us, Indeed'

And who exactly are “us"?
Who i the mythical, myste-
rviows “Marathi Manoas”,
axclusively speaking chaste
Marathi in the state of

Maharashira? | am asking
mysell: what kind of a
“Marathi mancos” 1 am.
Here's i pnmer Gulek!
H-L‘ﬂlpm o heese questians:

15 the opposite of
Marathi® Answer, “non

s the opposite of * pramoas™?
Answer: “ Pashu” (anmual),
“dantu” inseset),
(ghost), “Kakahas” (deman),
swear Lam not making this
uﬁ Twent stralght ta the sin-

most trusted, rellable

Information  source; Al
D't laught And this meal
Al threw wp. 1‘hn feminine
perder for o0 does
nat exist in an em1 transla-
tiom. O has i sestle for
“Bal”  (waman), " Halko®
(wile), or “Mulgl (girl).
Dayywyyummam! 1 don't
Identity s an andmal, insect,
ahost ar decn. | am more

Juatm"hat”, wiliear giel,
Marathi 18 my
tar us nudﬂhm there,

beh catig
I-I'Iln“ o, pight? If women
ave entieely ;ﬁ‘“""ﬁ dram
the presess, politically-gen-
erated debate, should we
even care? Or — vote?

Mast palitieal rallies are
testosterome-driven, with
se of unativactive, shabbily
dressed nyen aeriving by the
truckload to cheer an cue
when thels nefas address
them from an elaborate
stnge, which s dressed up
for a fllm awards nite, This
lappens across Indin The

taken presence of women &
mainly ascnrslwn o pmyu
[ Tumily" vibe, It
noted that whils llaahml
Thackeray was vight up
thess next 1o ber usbard
Uddhav, Ra] Thackeray's
Wlﬁ-‘ Shuarnills wis consplen-

Ymnﬂ ol the” VIcm

num

Lnlng ul-mu llm Itl:uﬂ
erude and Illl:ml‘h
Julns Tieing benzonly tradnd
In the speeches, That's no
iurpﬂsc |.'lL\;EI1IhEIl|i1I?II‘1 m‘

thess past
Just asking: Do other
atntes af [nda hive slmuw
categories®
Hiharl  Handa®? Non-
tharlla“ We've Imnrd of

I BOUERE,

Humm‘nml'\:m&m The
“pon” s eracial when it
comes to excluding “out-

 Liw abckavay Lid, Wy Phoae, [sek 2, Blombe Hooss, 38 Yook Sasd Lasdon, $53 7).
[ Maruthi®, Question; * wnm sibers™, | g 1o Hengalurg
. . “Harve dup regard Tunkst Reform,
Farrukh Foe Shehorasis S e e —
Dhondy Who knew lifi and love were her rights theat way inclined.
nonay s she vt The Arbian Nights. . I's tempting. but intellectually laxy t lbel
mmdmu Redorm as “extreme are mare
Gabhagns T, from Bengali by Bachehoo — ardently “nationalist” and ullst prej-
wdices of the type of voter who would wear caps.
& Kings untll recenily, gentle rvader, | was  with the slogan MEGA ar some such, thelr main
ly mptlcal alu:ul n:alltl.ehm of  platform belng violently anthasylum seekers
ha Wuu'h though they seem to welcome rich, contributing
E twlnm {8 not the  Askan lmmigrants aleady here)
rllhtwnrd.anlm u nntlh | Aupposie i nware aceurate description wold be
Idview, the -wing some ward which combines natlonalism with
ch. thekr hmrlw ll\eir apportunlstic de B - nnw whal wuuld that he“

If Zohran, a ‘real
socialist’, becomes
New York’s mayor,

what'll India say?

andamt‘halr ullallannl'ﬂum enel of eap-
M-iam HH nswallwlihe
edgie ﬂn m
.b\a for the othar hclm\ think anly
and Prittl Pa

Eraverman 1

descent thernsedves - but then ss Tory MPs and
ministe Cabi exireme
palicies abaut Aying asylum seelers from vickous

y were all Brexiteers, again on the grounds
of keeplng framn these shores,
o e hiwing UKLE pany o N, Torgt,  This e o
v LW ¥
which has now segued calling itself  free
Reform, OF course, daughters t e trvedd  up in the Jnst years
with the reverse swastikal 1rroflhe1rMIhw
I wouldn't 1 at all Iur&laad allsed government-run
Ullr'wrew nmdlhenw 10 keep prices of food and

et
his soclallat policies

a8 an
and llwamtlon:pﬂ: calls his intended programme

childcare, aﬂ'wnlnfmuwhich havaahm
o unaffoedable levels for mil-

o, subsidised mwmnnmam natlan-
a pledge

 grocery so

life's namlﬂeaaun

Trequently. But mmnnhal

narrow-minded

tabeely has askoed me: ‘a.m
“yh (] | nmmnnadélmr
aybe | am spared in

Karnataka tecanse | am not

“Are

Vil Tl

visit Guwahati, Nor does
argybody stop e in Calicus
ta accuse me of being “non-
Malnyalee" n|' lmm that |
respond bn Malayakam,

A few days aﬁsf the high-
palibe pally, o halldressed,
drunk man was videotaped
hurling flthy abuses at a
woman whose car he
cruslved dnto and dam
When the clip went viral,
shocleed et zens ralsed serl-
ous Issues about the shint:
Im recklnm Innh| Iahsd

0 Fepe
|ssd hls wlethm fo Tw:k oﬁ‘
Ll

the F5-year busmesswo-
man stood hey graund, vetal-
latedd angrily {In Marathi)
il filid the el aked
“Marathl manoos”, who
making It warse for
himaelf with the predictable;
“Do you know who my
Tigher i7" Well.., naw we do!
Hahil Shalkh, the bare-chest:
o driver, ls the beat son of
Juved] Shalkh, an MNS fune-
tioaary from Thane. He arro-
ganily told the distraught
Isdymrnsndclalm her comn-

cherny's Bome, This,
the presence of police offi-
oers, wha seemed reluciant
10 tike mLhaﬂlm st
the Trrzn belind the wheel,
“Murathl Manoos” cowld not
Fave fouind & bedter poster
boy fior thekr Brand of vio-
lent, disrupdive polities,
This §s NOT Marathi
mach |nmn IIan I8 plain
erimimal oo

I anly I)mmnvilu Wi
araund to cheonicle our g
muess! After e clasie

affordabie level

Brothars Karamazov, hn

nlm i Marathi translatar,
‘Rikamibedes” 18 & sevumsp-
tlous Marathi word, My
futher vmuldmml\nllq mefer
1o roadside loalers  as
“rikamtekde” (plaral form)
Inilnm with nothing 1o do
or lose — In Life. Wastrels,
Hums, Lowlife, Every nei
bourhood has o few.
Punjabi vmrd:‘nr auo:l:
Is “walla"
Mumbal 18 Imnmsd wllh
rikamtekdas belonging to
different palitical pnnlr.-a.
They loak alike (bea
nlM.‘l‘lI‘Ell,l!l Apartng Pl‘mﬂ
nent orange fikes). Thelr
18 0 termorse

ers, wave flags and threaten

teach the public a lesson!
Shiv Seria's Buldhana MLA
Sanjay Galkwad assauled a
canteen  worker at  the
Akashwank MLAS' hostel
canieen for seving a “rotien
mr anlmvulm Tl ot

ﬁrﬂ ):acnl

Inl'mlml

In llmn Inntllnl Galltwgd
thundesed; “Halnsahe
Thackerny has tught us
Twow 1o deal with such peo-
ple. And 1 have sed those
ways," Shabaa
Galkwad! He

nccused pollce
officers of "haranmipan’
(rogue conduet), while dis
playing the same himseld,

In the past, he nad ot
m lakhia to anyone chop-
gll% ol Cargress MI Ralul

ndhi's tongue. He'd also
expressed his desire 1o shave
the dendly  coranavirus
down CM Devendea Fad-
navls’ throat, This bs the
abysamal level of elected
resentatives who flaurls!
and thrive across party
Illm. a8 Uddhav Thackeray
\' boasts: “Yes, we are

Thn ‘clvlef minlster af Mah-
arashirn, Devendra Fadna-
vis, has announced uber-
ambitlouws plans about creat:
Ing FOUR Mumbals in the
coming years! Hey Devas,,
Teke cme s et epovgh!

India just celebrated Guru
Purnima, God save us fram
sl “garus” and thele rabld
chalag

Tnatagram handle
ihalshaale; Turlrter han-
die @ivShabhaa

LETTERS

POLITICIANS’ TRINITY

Apropos your edit
“Paoliticians must mind
language & behaviour”
(July 113, it seems Indian
politics is worshipping a
new trinity: Mic, misogyny
and mayhem. From
sleazy sermons in Tamil
MNadu to stale slap fury in
Maharashtra, our netas
are giving stand-up
comics stiff compaetition,
minus the charm or con-
sent. One sees a mic and
thinks it's karaoke night
for hate speech; another
mistakes a canteen for a
boxing ring. Until parties
grow spir we'll keep
watching these howlers.
K. Chidanand Kumar
Bengaluru

JUVENILE DEBATE

THE COLD-BLOODED rurder of o
schoal dlmcmr In Bmss village,
Hisar, dly with extartion
mmwnn nn the pmﬂhmlul:nl nan-
ner of the execution, 1s deeply dis-
turbing. This incident relgnites the
debate on juvenile justice. India
must confront this legal loophole,
The age threshold for adult punish-
ment in helnous erimes like mur.
der must be reduced from 18 (o 14
Today's juveniles are fully aware of
thedr actions and often explodt the
law to escape justice. The system
eannot remain blind to evolving
eriminality in the guise of juvenile
Justice,

i
ANOTHER JUMLA?

UNLIKE IN the West, Indian politl
clans never retire, Therefore, it was
Interesting to hear what Mr Amit
Shah has had to say on his I:b‘r' after
retirement.  His retirement plans ine
clude |-n\dln‘]. the Vedas and tlm Upa-
nishads an I
furmer. It s wuwnlly Ll that
ther use of chemical fertilisers causes
healih problems, However, there has
been no conclusive evidence 1o that

endl, If somebody belleves consuming
oy mnmlly grown food 1s hmuhhal
% i f The reluctance of
political clags to Jet go 18 seen in the
number of octogenarians holding
important positions, Shah s the fiest
powerful politielan whis has talked
about I after politica, Are the plans

for veal o 18 it another junla?
Anthony Henrd

Mumbal

No doubt this programme will cost billions of
dollars but Zolran Mamdani's pabliclsed plan,
which could even contribute to his L arl

alection, is that the money will come

and firer taxes on the wealthi lhulhmand
New York's billlonalres,
Yes, real sockalism,

The best endorsement for Zohran’s eanga{g;

Chump dencunced Zohran as a “100 per cent

Communist hmatic”, On the principle of doulde

B:Mlveﬂ. Na\;lu\!'m't: VOMEIH, \:1‘1: a8 rradltl.{:éwl

MOCEALS, W s that as 4 v

e o

il v, for getting per-

m':l.'l ha\'e been mada aware that my grand-

Thasin 18 part of the enthuskas-

tlcﬁohran aurd | working with it o get

his message and intentlons across to New
il tha i beginning of the

I's not even innin "per-

nﬁ" t Zohran, mllt o l;ath

never met
s parents — humha'aaaﬂd.endandhhhlher
Malimace as a comrade in international soclalis
tle views. | can Imal that Mira Nair, Zmrann

mum wmﬂaaa
malwmnlwnrk at the
tllna a8 4 commissioning editor at UK's nel
her o make a do

cles, Mahimood wai/ls a var!' vactical soclallst
leuﬂml.rﬂmrand t wander where
dohran got his oriental hn from,

It's true that Demeeratic nominess constantly
win New Yark, hul ln this cnse, two ax-Damocrat
mlhhlﬁm of the B a\wle are nminl i
Ir jents agninst

d above, Is th L

of aexuial assault,
Mﬂn 'wwmtulhemtwwm
ilan, the MAGAwallaha had | the
REVED L\h'lllﬂrallna
l'marhNombal"
ﬂh o [HA | aay that Zohean wis & Mualim

lrnm nt from Lginda l'hnmwed to New York
wnmm

m
alwiys mnmu Indlnnarllhl muw
i nuk, Leo Varadkar

tary an Mumbal's darice-girls,
It workee wanderfully and Mir went on to tri-

ie Su — an
h\el.rn'lumph it will India sy when Zohran
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Lambs to slaughter

Retail derivative trades dip, but huge Insses confinue

derivative market is no place for retail folk,

data contained in SEBI's (Securities and
Exchange Board of India) recent interim order
against the Jane Street group provided it. SEBI found
that Jane Street entities pocketed gains of about
¥36,500 crore from derivatives trades over a two-year
period, mainly by exploiting infirmities in India’s
cash and equity derivative markets. If one global
quant firm used this route to make big profits, it is
likely that others do too.

Derivatives trading is a zero-sum game.
%

I fanyone needed evidence that India’s

‘Therefore, it is Indian retail investors ag
counter-parties to these trades, who are
footing losses, SEBI's latest study on
trading patterns in equity derivatives shows
that itsactive regulatory interventions to
keep individual traders off this segment
telded mixed results. Since 2024, SEBI
has initiaved a host of measures to
discourage retail investors from trading in
derivarives. It has asked exchanges to
rationalise weekly contracts and streamline
expiry days, hiked contract sizes
two-to-threefold and mandated upfront
collection of option premiums, while
tightening monitoring. The December 2024
o May 2025 period saw average daily traded
value in the equity derivatives segment fall
by 5 per cent and index options trades fall by
9 per cent. This suggests a cooling off from
the 23 per cent and 72 per cent annualised
growth rates in these two segments in last
five years. But as the cash market also saw
an 11 per cent decline in trades in this
period, itis tough to gauge if the muted
activity was due to regulatory tightening or
bearish markets.

Individual traders cut back their equiry
derivative trades by 11 per centin
December 2024 to May 2025 compared to
the same period last vear. The number of
unique traders dabbling in derivatives also
fell 20 per cent, from 84 lakh to 67.5 lakh.
About 8 lakh individuals punting small sums
of up to¥1 lakh accounted for much of this
decline, This is good news. However, if retail
investors moderated trading mainly
because of the pause in the bull phase, they
may return after the market's recent rally.
Alsoworrying is the fact that despite fewer
investors trading derivatives, retail losses in
F8O at £1.05 lakh crore in FY25, were 40
per cent higher than FY24. This number has
steadily mounted from 40,820 crore in
FY22, There is also no change in the
proportion of individual traders making
losses in FéO at over 90 per cent since
FY22, This shows that retail investors are
not getting more skilled at derivative trades.

These trends present a hard choice for
SEBL A strict crack-down, with measures
suchas a complete phase-out of weekly
options contracts, can dent commercial
prospects for the many players dependent
onthe capital market ecosystem. But
allowing retail investors to be led wo
slaughter by global quant firms leads toa
flight of precious household savings from
India. SEBI can perhaps look at a tighter
product suitability framework and more
restricted retail entry norms into
derivarives.

OTHER VOICES.
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Putin may ba gaining ground, but he is not winning

Eurapean leaders gathered in Rerne an Thursday for a conference an Ukrainian
reccwery, bLE enclurarcs remains the priority, Rusis has intersified its assaut with
punis biryg strikes far beyard the frantine - including arecond 728 dranesand 13
riissiless are day Before the conference, The UN said that chilian casualties last
et wers ot their highest for thres years, with at lsast 132 penple killed and 1,343
irjured Russia's brutal offershe airs to bresk Ukraine's spirit and European
soidarity Even Donald Trurmpappearsto be reaksing with ence 2, that
Moz is Aot inter Fooe Mr Truifei, Miasdi negotiating
tactic; he does nat recoprise that for viadimir Putin it reflects a fuation. Yet this
sk he ackriod iclgect "We et a kot of bulkshit thiown at s by Putin .. Het very

rice all the tirme, But it iuing out ba be reaningléss oo

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
(LI

Do low interest rates spur growths

GROWTH STORY. The link between policy rates and GDP growth is ambiguous. Demand factors also have a major play

MADAN SABNAVIS

frer having reduced the
policy repo raze by 100 bps
inquick succession since
Febwuary 2025, under the
urrent clrcumsrances,
monetary policy is left with very limited
space to support growth™.

These were significant words in the
Governor's statement on Monecary
policy in June. This also probably IEcunr_'.
rothe limirations of monetary policy in
pushing growth beyond a point asthere
are other factors at play which have to
also fall in place.

Ina facerious manner it can be said
what if bringing the policy rate to zero by
all central banks can spur growth, then
there should be high growth across the
world. But this is not how it works as
interest rates, with the support of
wransmission, can make an impact only
oA certain extent on the growth front.

MONETARY TRANSMISSI0ON

The fundamental question is how does
monetary policy transmission work?
Lower rates when transmirted by banks
emables higher boerowing by customers,
But does one borrow merely because
rates are low? A company will borrow
more only if there is need for investment
which is dependent on demand
conditions. If there is surplus eapacity
then borrowing may not be req'uu'ad

Repo rate impact

(i %}

marginally higher rates when credit
growth picked up.

The last twio regimes are |nnerewnng
The FY 19-22 period was typifi
lowest repo rate and awlh Im:red.l(
was low?:;,ﬂ per oel?;z{mssl GDP growth
averaging 2.8 per cent, Clearly this wasa
case of demand falling short which led o
lower growth in credir. Irwas namural
that during Cowid investment decisions
were deferved. This got reversed inthe
period of FY22-FY25 when rates rose
but with GDP growth gathering steam
did not come in the way of swift growth
incredit.

THE DEMAND SIDE

Therefore, there is reason to believe that
interest rate impact on growth in crediz
and GIP cannot be looked ar witha
singular lens and the demand side factor
Teas toalso be brought in. One indicator
of demand is the capacity utilisation raze
inindustry.

Darais not available for the first three
interest rae regimes. The average
capacity utilisation rate for the various
regimes s presented inthe last column
based on REI data. This rate indicares

Similarly ifan indiv
torbuya home or car, the cost ot'csplta]
will not be the c'linching factor thoughic
may be a catalyst, When a home loan is
raken, there will be phases when rates
increase and decrease and hence the
borrowing eost will vary over the period
of 15-20 years of thelo:

Repuregime  Movementinreso  Growdhiscred®  Growthn GOP mﬂvuﬂmrﬂz the rise or fall in demand as it reflects
PYDI-FY05 9tob 3 6.l the ‘IFBIE capacity in industry.
FYO5-FY0R Gta 7.7 21 73 Admirredly, capacity utilisation pertains
FYOEFY10 775105 JiF] 55 . $’wa '“*““f’.‘i‘n':""& ’“dn';"‘ services
il n it o ih the L) LiC) m'espaclqmilinmuéﬁdlsquiu
F¥13 B.5T5 4.1 5.5 TRA unambiguous, When the capacicy
Frl4 158 W0 G 48 utilisarion rare moves up, there is
FYL4-FY18 Btok 9.5 16 Tl tendency for eredit growth toalso pick
P19 6 to .25 133 65 152 up and vice versa, This shows that
FY1SFY22 E25tod (1] 6 B0 interest rate is one tool to drive credit
P22 Y25 At 625 154 18 5] 1 butigaleo contingenton hovr the
ey ) msm evolves. As capacity
utilisation rates improve there isa
tendency for demand for credit to goup
As can be expected the numbers are Hence, the sense one gets is that for both working eapital and investment
equivocal. Inthe four regimes till FY12, growth in credit is not linked with rates purposes.
growthin credit had been high. and investment opportunities mattered It may hence be concluded that the
However, in both the regimes when the move. This was the time when REI's scatement is a fair one relating to
was increased sharplyby 175 investment increased on the back on the impact interest rates can have on

Inthis context it would be lmerestlng
o see how growth in creditand GDP
behaved invarious interest rate regimes
over the last 20 years or so.

There have been essentially 10
interest rate regimes during this period
of two decades, with somi ngsnng for

st a year. Using regimes has the
!a:i\'an‘ty:e n{tmng%lnm account lagged
effects of repo rate changes on growth in
credit if they involve longer time periods
as most models talk of policy working
with a hiatus of 3-4 quarters.

The accompanying table gives the
pathof movement of repo raze along
with the average growth in credit and
GDP during these periods.

bps and 350 bps respectively, GDP
gmuth\.mt?lj;mratm 1 percentand

high capital formation especially in the
ASTPUCTUSE BECEOFS.

19.2 per centrespectively. The next two regimes can be kept
These were alsophmg when GDP aside as they involved single years and

gwhmmud\ higher than the two growth in credit was flat at around 14

m s when the n r“al:ewml.owered v cent froma high of 19.2 per cent in

hi'sfalﬁehpssndNSE;. I Fe E]L,s,...:_

when growth was 6.1 per centand 5.5 snbsequemfour regimes went against

[per cent respectively. conventional economic wisdom.

Businesses and individuals’
decision to borrow more
is spurred more by
demand factors than low
interest rates

During F¥14-18 the repo rate was
lowered by 200 bps but growth in credit
slowed down to 9.5 per cent while GDP
growth was ata high of 7.6 per cent. This
was the time when the AQHK was
introdueed and bank lending slowed
downwhile growth remained buoyant.
FY 19 was again a single year regime of

growth even ifit is assumed that
inflation will remain benign given the
supply side factors pertaining to food
irems,

Intwo ofthe three phases of high
GDP growth, the repo rate had increased
while in the third, the policy rate came
down but credit growth was in single
digit. In the other four phases of lower
repo rates, GDP growth was lowand the
highest achieved was 6.1 per cent in the
period FY01-FY05. Therefore, the
demand side of the story also needsto
playout.

‘The writer & Chief Economist, Bankof Baroda Wiews
enpressed are personal

Climate finance taxonomy draft needs more teeth

The blueprint is welcome but needs to be refined to effectively garner the funds required for green transition

—
Amarendu Nandy
Aayush Anand

he draft Climate Finance

Taxonomy, now made available

for uhllcle\'iewh'\ the Finance
Ministry, signals a welcome intent to
ﬂi{gluhd «capital flows with India's
ambirious climate goals. India aims to
maobilise €162.5 trillion (2.5 trillion) in
green finance by 2030, even as it
navigates the dual challenge of
sustaining industrial growth
prnnacl:ing the livelihoods of millions
affected by climate extremes.

The question is, will the taxonomy

channel investments into
sustainable transitions, or will it risk
devolving into ancther bureauceatic
ritual of well-meaning bolism?

For any taxonomy to be taken

Ly, it must serve three purp
— first, to convey a clear and consistent
climate-alignment signal to investors;
second, toanchor itselfinsound
scientific evidence; and third, toactively
redirect finance away from high-carbon
activities.

Commendably, India's draft attempes
o check these bowes by focusing on
sectors that matter — power, mobility,
hmldingn,sﬂcultm,and hard-to-abate
ind li andsteel. The

top-down medels often seen in global

frameworks,
That said, the draft taxonomy suffers
from several inherent conteadictions.
First, the most contentious is the
inclusion of “cleaner” coal technologies
like Advanced Ultra Super-Crirical
{AUSC) plants wichin the ‘ransitional’
categaory. The deaft justifies this on the
nds of base-load energy security
and India’s development needs. But by
effectively extendinga green haloto.
coal, the taxonomy ri
instirutionalising prnaciulythe kind of
greemwashing it purports to counter.
International investors will carefully
weigh this inconsistency. A growing
body of research suggests that, under a
2°C scenario, the global fossil fuel sector
faces stranded asset rigks worth £19
wrillion by 2050. India, withits
coal-heavy power sector, could see
& losses of nearly 50 per cent, with
a':,fcz;ﬁ‘uelt‘lrrm: poteni{al}y'?eaclng 100
[pet cent erosion inasset value,

RENEWABLE GAINS

Meanwhile, rencwable energy
companies are positioned to gain.
Oxford's Transition Finance research
shows that acting five years earlier could
halve transition losses for fossil-heavy
ﬁrms Yet, Lhe dmﬁ lacks specifics on

ut clauses,

draft's inclusive approach, which
considers indigenous innovation and

d transitions for MSMEs, deserves
credir for departing from rigid,

omissions that miay lock the cnuntrylmo

carbon-intensive infeastructure.
Second, the taxononyy's initial

reliance on qualicative assessments,

GREEN PATH. Funds Factararn s

with quantitative benchmarks deferved
o lazer phases, could introduce further
ambiguity. While this may appear
pragmatic, the risk is that the taonomy
stays fuzzy and ineffecrual.

lacks clarity on how [ndia's financial
system, Le., banks, institutional
investors, and regulacors, will
operationalise these categories. The REI
and SEEI have introduced green deposit
schemes and ESG disclosure normes, but
the taxonomy fails to connect the dots.
‘Without clear institutional alignment —
for example, linking SEEI's BRSR
framework and REl's green credit
guidelines to taxonomy labels — it risks
becoming a standalone document with
no real policy teaction,

Finally, adaptation finance is another
areawhere ambition outpaces structure.
The draft projects a requirement of
$648.5 billion by 2030 but approaches
the issue through a narrow, sectoral lens.
The problem is that climate risks are
systemic. Crop failureslead to

Third, the document’
architecture raises furher quewunns It

‘which strains urban.
mﬁmmbcm ‘Water scarcitycascades

i labelled a “living d " meant to
evobve with emerging challenges, That
eould be both its strength and its
Achilles heel. Withour clearly defined
guardrails, “Tiving" can too easily
become “drifting”. Ina country with
strong federal asymmetries and uneven
administrative capacities, thereisa
genuine risk of climate commitments
belngdl]wed through backdoor
lobi

F (hemmy‘qhsnd.'lmgnf
financial plumbing; alm meTits
reflection. While it d

dustrial supply chains. The
UNDRRand Climate Bonds Initiative
hMadvuea:ed cross-sectoral
{on schemes for ad i

India would do well to follow surt
prioeitising projects that address
multiple sectors to maximise adaptation
OULCEHTIES.,

The taxonormy's ambition is
commendable, but refinement and
execution will determine whether it
catalyses India’s green transition.

dyteach I Ranchi Anandisa

“climare-su ive" from
“transition-supportive” activities, it

GARP Certified Slllﬂlﬂblq'rd Clirrate Rsk
Professinnaland works with BSNL Viewsare persomal
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Trump's tariff spree eventualy back fire tos,
This refers o Trumpsays thass 5K Gupta wouk create sy
ratsent tariff lesters may face e el

cain ar by past ko

cauntries. This tarif, f mpesed,

avoc an tathe

aur budgetary expenditure plans and

Supgetians with aview to

for consideration. Trump also should

he Editor”, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, BSS-B50, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002,

ntire gavernment and media came
0 his defence insaying that this was
adeliberate ployto undermine

blarket tariffs of 15% or 20%on our entire financi went will the ncia‘s growth story by vested

What"s Trump’s Next Move on lran? gt 17 (Juby 11). Apropos news report, Trump g for atoss. Hiswhimsical peernatians. Mations should nat be interests,
The afterrrath of the 12-day war with Iran looks mixed more than bwo weeks bter, *When will this Trumg ignited threaters 500 % tariff..! (uly 17), dechrations, would damage spendingsa much time on tariff The same thing happened to
Irar's nuclear program was badly daraged and likely set Back for years, But the “sariff fire" die down? one cant helpwonderingabout the  interniational trade. policies, time which can be better ‘edanta, when anather short seller
yatoliahs goverrement isn't sdmitting defest ard shows no signs of dropping its Wil e could be enjoying the US Presiddent Darald Trump's The S, being the wee an * Wiceroy research has accused the
revolutiorary or nuchear designs. That puts into facus the rest palicy question far prospect of e warkd days. Trump 20is it econamy, is expected to come aut imsues company of ursustainable debt.
the LS Will M1, Trummp's cease-fire give wary o diglomacy that despens the economyinta turmail, those wha creating cantroversies and negathe with a pragmatic gariff plan, B Venkateswaran @ut Anil Agarwal,unliks the Adari
achievemerts of the war, or willit put those achievernents at risk? ran is stil play with fire are alsa likety to get disruptians in the World trade Allcounsries tradingwith US should — Shenas group, has been left bo fend for
talking bough and rejecting Me, Tramp's demands, even aftes baiing cut of the thesir gwn fingers burnt, soaner or regime, Hi S00% tariffon importers. convenea meetingand discuss 2 himseif. For the recard after a steep
Fightt wiith lsraed amd Failing b res pond in ary Serious way to the LS, striked. [na later. of Russian ol {which includes India) whale rangs of Bsuewith LS tariff Vedanta"s debt burden fall, Vedanta & nowtrading steady on
video message rebeased several days after the U S. bombing, a frai-looking e genuinely wishes that he isaudacious. This move will have rates threathare, arie ata ‘Whenshort seler Hindenburg came the bourses.
yatolah Al Khamensi caimed that the US. had to intervene (o reicue srasl, and urgentlystops calling al such sk farreaching consequencesonindia  consensus and subrmit a detailed autwitha repart ndictingthe Adeni Antheny Menriques
that Iran had “dealt America a dap in the face” o, ue serving shats as that may aswell 2= other develaping mermorandum ta the LS President raup Foe aleged irregubrities, the frm
Pubiisaed by Mrmala Lakehman aad Primed by Prast en Someswar at HT Meds Lid. Plat ba 8, Udyog Vinar, Greatoe hodda Distt Covstam Buch Nagar, ULP. 201305, an beh of THO PUELEHIND PYT. LTOL Caemal SM00. Edtor: Saghuir PR Act). 5N 1871 TE
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4 When the going gets weird, || o
the weird twm pro Thompsan

BENGALURU SATURDAY |/ THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

CCAMS razor, a problem-salving
principle, suggests that given the
whoice between multiple explana-
tions, the simpler, obvious one is

Trump wants to extract tributes from the rest of the world. But his
policies could end up diminishing America’s prominence,
making the respect he seeks harder to come by

rise becaise of the stronger dollar but the
administration has stated it now wants a

INDIAN EXPRESS 15 NOT AN wanker currency. Prosident Trump has

INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

IT SECTOR’S GROWTH
SUBDUED AS KEY MARKETS
STAY CAUTIOUS ON SPENDS

HE first-quarter earnings season has just begun and

the Indlan IT sector 1s flashing amber TCS, the Indus-

try bellwether, turned in a decent set of numbers for

&1, but flagged concerns about geopolitical uncertain-

thes dragging down demand and upsetting markets,
Importantly, TCS's international revenue shrank 0.6 per-
cent in Q1. Even domestic revenues remalned lacklustre,
largely because of the tapering of a large BSNL order. Over-
all, the company noted its order pipeline has either been
deferred or paused, as cllents have become cautlous with
spending. Analysts, too, have warned about waning order
flows this fiscal from key markets of the US and the UK.
However, the company's management belleves revenue
growth will recover pace in the coming quarters.

Amid the uncertain global macroeconomic headwinds,
the sector expects to maintain 64 percent revenue growth
in 2025-26. That would make it the third consecutive fiseal
with single-digit growth for the $250-billion Indian sector,
which onee used to deliver enviable growth rates and hire
record numbers of employees every year. Now, companies
are golng slow on expanding eperations. Consldering the
sector's high attrition rates, the overall operating profitabil-
Lty should remain healthy this fiscal. That sald, one of the
key reasons for single-digit growth is the subdued growth
in business from the banking, financial services, and insur-
ance sector and the retall sector, which together aceount for
about 45 percent of the Indian IT sector’s revenues, Follow-
Lnga medest recovery 1n 2024-25, growth in these two market
segments is likely to remain dismal at 36 percent this year
ambd slowlng economie growth and cautlonary diseretion-
ary spends, according to Crisil Research. It does not help
that the manufacturing and healtheare segments, which
together contribute about 20 percent, are also expected to
reglster low single-diglt growth.

If there is a trend, the big question is whether the single-
dight growth for three years is a temporary blip driven by
cyelieal factors, or a sign of deeper structural issues, The
good news 1s that despite the ongoing global turmoil and
subdued discretionary spending due to tarlff-related con-
cerns in the US, analysts claim the deterioration in demand
has been lower than initlally antlcipated. While a strength-
ening dollar augurs well for the sector, a sharper-than-ex-
pected growth slowdown In key markets like the US will
pose significant downslde risks to growth.

TRAIN CITIZENS TO REACT
TO DISASTER ALARM SYSTEM

F you have recently felt anxious that the sky is falling and

the ground ks shaking, you would not be dismissed as delu-

shonal. The natlonal capital territory was jolted by a4.4-mag-

nitude earthquake in the early hours of Thursday Up north

in Himachal Pradesh, calamities triggered by raln—land-
slides, flash floods and elowdbursts—have left a trail of dev-
astation in a few quick weeks, The hill state's disaster man-
agement authority has admitted the loss of at least 81 lives in
sich incidents between June Zand July 10. The scenes emerg-
Ing from Mandi district show the scale of damages to property
and nature. Last weekend, the Guadalupe river at Comfort
town In Faraway Texas rose from hip-height to three storles
tall in about two hours, sending water welghing as much as
the Empire State bullding downstream every minute and
killing at least 120 people. The world over, July has become the
cruellest month as far as natural disasters go.

We know such extreme weather events are the new normal;
but the inability of sclence to predict them accurately adds to
the anxlety. Even with this backdrop, the Donald Tramp
administration is slashing the budget of the Natlonal Oceanic
and Atmospherie Administration—on which not just the
American, but other national weather services also depend
for research and alerts—by aquarter from this October: India,
meanwhile, has increased the eapital outlay for its ministry
of earth sciences several folds over three years to TE79 crore
Ln 2025-26. Yet, despite all the investments over time—inelud-
Ing deploying some of the most powerful supercomputers
to study weather patterns—we are not yet much wiser in pre-
dicting sudden extreme events.

The Texas tragedy 1s instructive 1n what not to do—inves-
tigations reveal the state repeatedly rejected pleas to fund a
flood alarm system. Indla must be lauded for setting up the
Cell Broadeast Alert System, which the department of tele-
com and the Natlonal Disaster Management Author ity tested
natlonwide for efficlency last month. However, an alert
system is only as efficlent as the alacrity and clarity with
which eitizens react. Regular drills on reacting to different
kinds of disasters should be mandatory at schools and offices.
The only thing worse than deadly disasters would be a fallure
to learn from them and prepare better for the next time,

] K TAKE

INCLUSIVE TOY STORY

OYMAKER Mattel's declsion to Introduce a Barble with
T Type 1 diabetes is weleome. This line of the 11.5-inch dall

comes with an attached insulln pump and is dressed Ina
blue, a colour assoclated with dlabetes swareness campalgns.
The American company has alse introduced Barbies with
hearing aids and Kens with prosthetic legs. Barly awareness
of health conditions can go a long way in making children
ot compasslonate. In [ndia, cartoons can be a more effective
medium to inculeate such values, as Japan's Studio Ghibll has
done for decades. For a start, films such as Anjali, Bardi and
Taare Zameen Par have portrayed autism with sensitivity It's
time to normalise such portrayals in cartoon shows, too,

v b prefierred. Applying this ap-

el proach, US President Donald

Trump's agenda does not require

complex economic or political theorising.
They imvolve three simple ohjectives.

The first is power: The president wants to
increase his own authority, forcing others
to supplicate themselves. The reciprocal
tariffs require countries to make “phenom-
enal offers” to buy fsvourable treatment.
NATO chief Mark Rutte's craven flattery,
including allegedly referring to Trump as
“daddy”, is the behaviour expected.

The second ohjective flows from the presi
dent’s association of intellipence with
weilth—the attitude summed up by the
line, TIf you're so smart, how come you're
mart rich. Many of his policies are designed
o enrich the president and his funders. Ex-
amples inchide the first family's own imest-
ments and trading, BlackRock's pending
acguisition of two Panamanian ports and
the administration-aligned firms” interest
in TikTok's US business. The parallel is
168" Russia. where a small group of oli-
garchs became wealthy by looting state as-
sets as the Soviet empire disinte grated.

The third invelves Thomas Carlyle's
“great man of history” theory: Trump sees
himself as an extraordinary leader, possess-
ing superior mtell.ectanﬂ heroic courage,
whose manifest destiny is to change and
rule over America and the world, This is al-
lied to nostalgia and a worldview firmly
rooted in the 1980s.

A reardering of the international trad-
ing and monetary system is central to this
strategy. Prior to joining the administra-
tion as chair of the Couneil of Economic
Advisers, Stephen Miran published a pro-
pasal to lower the dollar’s value and reduce
current seoount and fiscal deficits. Popu-
larly known as the ‘Mara-Lago Accord'—a
mad to the Plaza and Lowvre accords of the
180s—it includes a series of steps, includ-
ing tariffs and currency adjustments to
foree economic concessions favourable to
thve US from other nations, One controver-
sial component is a restructuring of U5
public debt entailing a forced exchange of
some U treasuries for long-dated (100-year
or parpetualy, kow- or zero-interest securi-
ties to lengthen maturities and provide se-
cure funding. Alternatively foreign hold-
ers of US government bonds can place
them in escrow or pay an ‘user fiee’, Con-
trols over capital movements into and out
of the U5 are possible.

Another element s extracting tributes
and territories. The proposed minerals and
energy agreement with Ukraine is a brazen

A SIMPLE WAY
TO LOOKAT TRUMP’S
COMPLEX AGENDA

SATYANT DAS

attempd toesctract payment for 'services pro-
vided", A similar deal \.\rlth the Congo h.as

I
Farmes banker and asthor of
Thedgea! Sagnation

SLANY 3%

of misunderstood academic articles not-
withstanding, the tariff plan looks like

also been negotiated
fenee spending, benefitting US armament
manufacturers who dominate supply or pay
for American protection. A demand for
stakes in semiconductor makers in return
for support for Taiwan is not fanciful.

Territorial claims (over Canada, Green-
land, the Panama Canal and the Gaza
Riviera) alongside threats or actual mili-
tary actions, such as those in Iran, in the
name of national and international secu-
rity seek to expand the US dominion. AF
ter all, Alexander became great by con-
guering much of the then known world.
President Trump, who identifies with the
godfathers in Mafia movies, misunder-
stands the opposition from affected par-
ties and geo-political rivals.

Greek letters, equations and citations

ing an Al engine would produce.
The latest threat to some trading partners
is for tariffs of 25-40 percent unless their
companies choose to manufacture in the
TS, Any reciprocal tariffs on American
products or membership of the 'anti-
American’ BRICS, he warned, would trig
wer additional duties The '80 trade deals
in B days' has not eventuated.

A trude war is likely As the U8 has signifi-
cant surpluses on the trade of services such
a5 technodogy, damaging tariffs or outright
‘bans on U8 services exports woulkd hurt sue-
wessfiul US industries. The US will be unable,
in the short run, to substitute certain essen-
‘tial ibems resulting in higher prices or short
ages. The assumption that overseas firms
will ahsort the tariffs is incarrect. In 2016,
prices of goods imported into the U8 did not

A BITTER PILL TO SWALLOW

ATE last month, a paper in The
Lancet Global by a team of re-
searchers led by Maximilian J
‘Wilfinger of the University of
Notre Dame, US, reported that
several chemotherapy drugs ad-
ministered in sub-Saharan Af-
rica had failed quality tests. About 20 per-
cantof the drugs wers either ineffective or
had dangerous side effects. The products
of 17 manufacturers failed tests. All but
one are Indian firms.

The Bureau of Investigative Journalism
enlarged the story Like earlier episedes in
which paediatric syrups exported from In-
dia killed children overseas, this episode
reminds us that merely having a volume
lead in generics does not guarantes that In-
din can be the “world’s pharmacy”, as the
government likes to sdvertise it

These were the big picture stories, but the
incident alse has a personal, human angle.
Personal stories areof course anecdotal, but
that does not automatically devalue them,
because we are not doing statistics here. So,
o pet personal, & couple of years ag, some-
ane chose to me was disgnosed with an ag-
gressive ppediatric cancer We mostly hear
of research successes, and the general im-
pression is that cancers are becoming cura-
i, or af laast manageable. Indeed, they are,
Tt for many cancers, treatment has not im-
proved in 30 years. For perspective, it means
that the treatment of the cancer we're talk-
ing about has not changed since V P Singh
was prime minister

A paediatric encologist in Delhi told me
afundamental truth: “Cancer doesn't affect
only the patient, but the whole family"”
That's especially true with difficult vari-
ants of the disease. The patient and family
are swidenly cut off from normal life Itis
as if an invisible wall stands between them
and the majority who, thank heavens, have
noexperience of the disease. What divides
these worlds is the idea that 1ife is uncer-
tain. Families with cancer know this; the
rest of the world hes gratefully forgotten it
Qur legal wills still begin with the words,
“Since life is uncertain,” but we are fortu-
nate. We take a course of pills to brush off
diseases which were fearsome killers just
two generations ago, like pleurisy and
typhoid. After penicillin, we are no longer
wired to think of untimely death as an

reality Most of usfeel it is unnatu-
ral to live with uncertainty

But eaneer families know only uncer-
tainty, and questions about some cancer
drugs from India amplify it. Indeed, they
may have seen the effects reported in the
Lancet paper in their own patients. One

Seriod Fellow, Herwy ] Lav Inctituseaf
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round of chemao does not produce the ex-
pected side effects, while another round is
bio-horron Apparently, this is because the
drugs delivered contain too little or too
miich of the active ingredient. Are manu-
facturers to blame? Some of the companies
whiose products failed have denied respon-
sibility and questioned the patency of sup-
ply chains instead.

A friend in a US company which makes
systems for tracking drugs through supply
chains says Indian manufacturers are in-
terested in stringent assurances only for
expart to first world markets, For the rest
of the world, and for the domestic market,
it's not a priocity.

<

A study has revealed that
cancer drugs exported to sub-
Saharan Africa by several Indian
manufacturers failed quality
e tasts. This follows the scandal of
Indian syrups that led to the death
of children in westem Africa and
central Asia. Such cases puncture
claims to be the ‘world's pharmacy'

Now, another personal anecdote—a
friend in a small town in West Bengal, who
has struggled with cancer for decades, has
just crowdsourced for his treatment. The
drug he needs costs about T201akh to import
from the U8, but ¥4 lakh from Cermany If
it was manufactured in India, it would have
cost a fraction of the German rate. Varia-
tions in drug prices across borders ane a
seandalous uncertainty

That is why poorer countries, like the
markets examined in the Lancet report,

Edtor:

source drugs from India, But if the price
finr the rebate is guality, then the poor of
‘the world are paying it disproportionately
Families have to marshal all their resoure-
@8 to finance cancer treatment. Middla
«class families sometimes have to sell assets
and even their homes, If they later find
that the medication was deficient, they
eannot afford to change course or start
over again. The sheer human cost, at a
time when the incidence of cancer is stead-
ily increasing, calls for more oversight,
whether quality deficits owe to production
facilities or supply chains.

There is also a mercantile cost. India
‘wants to become a significant provider of
‘the worlds medications, particularly gener-
ies. But the health sactor s built on reputa-
tion, and India’s prospects are damaged by
whronic problems like counterfoit drugs and
poor quality control, and a shortage of
skilled professionals. The skills shortage is
the result of failing to invest in education
like China has done after Mao's time,

The effect of the skill shortage will be
sharpened as pharma pivots to hi-tech, and
frantline disciplines like personalised medi-
wine and Al-povwered drug discovery become
industry standards. While the government
and the industry have been reforming for
regulatory compliance and quality assur-
ance, significant gaps remain and commer-
wial pressures have eroded public trust in
the health sector. But affordability doesn’t
Thave to be at the expense of quality Decades
agn, Cipla did provide the quality HIV ge-
nerics to Afriean nations at §1 a day, as its
whairman Yusuf Hamied had promised.

Indian pharma had barely recovered
from the scandal of supplying tode syrups
to children in the Gambia, Cameroon and
‘Uzbekistan. which had killed over 100, and
now cancer drugs are under suspicion, Lack
of international trust in product quality
watild hamper India's pharma sector, which
is & notable exception to the failure of the
Make in India project. And apart from the
mercantile cost, there is the human cost to
‘millions of cancer patients and thedr fami-
lies the wordd over.  (Views are persanal)

(Tweets @pratik_k}

threatened to punish, presumahbly throwgh
pricecontrols, UScar makers if they pass on
the increased eost of inputs transferving the
cost to businesses from consumers.

Some imports may be replaced with local
production, but it would take years,
increase prices and reduce choices. Re-shor
ing high-end manufacturing will struggle
du to the lack of requisite skills given the
resistance to immigration. It will not create
the expected jobs as these industries are
typically highly automated. Tariff revenues
willend iip being redirectsd as subsidies to
many affected industries. Ultimately,
national income depends on importing
what you cannot produce or cannot produce
at low costs. The tariffs will benefit US's
trading partners. Barriers to exports into
the US will mean producers are forced to cut
prices as they divert stock to other markets
asthe EIT has warned. Other economies will
reflate shifting to domestic consumption
rather than expom eﬂecm\eb 'bvpassmg
Amer hy what Presi-
dent Trumg calls "extraordinary economy
of the United States—the number one mar-
ket in the world” becomes prohibitive. Glo-
bal exports to America of $3.2 trillion
are not irreplaceable,

The US administration seems not to
grasp that the U8 dollar's dominance, rath-
er than manufecturing, is critical to Amer-
ica's position. Restructring US debt as sug-
gested would constitute & technical default
on its obligations. MAGA would become
‘Making America Greece or Argentina®
(both defaulters on their foreim debt). This
wotld aceelerate capital flight making it
more difficult to finance America’s budget
and trade deficit. It risks permanent dam-
age to US capital markets. Up to 70 percent
of all funds that fow through the US market
are from overseas investors recycled
through American banks and asset manng-
ers because of low domestic savings. As
much of this is re-routed over time, New
York's prominence as a financial centre will
diminish. Attempts to extract tribute and
expand territories challenge other nations’
sovereignty Few will pay for uncertain US
protection or surrender to it.

The administration’s path, which ig-
nores economics and history, is indetermi-
nate. The planning and execution have
been haphazard. But as Winston Churchill,
towhom Trump has compared himself, ob-
served: “The statesman who yields to war
fever must realise that onee the signal is
given, he is no knger the master of policy
bt the slave of unforeseeable and uncon-
trollable events.”

{ Views are persomal)
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Farmars' cooparatives
Ret: End bitter harvest: Suppart farmers
with water management {Jul 1), Agriculture
has betome & potential death trap for
farmers due to multiple issues. Politicians
week votes with doles, but exhibit apathy
onds they occwpy the coveted chair The
farmers should start cooperative socleties
o tackle commaon Issues.
Rajarao Kumar, Bengalury
Inner wall-baing
Ref: Boost math learning to twck tech skill
shartage (1ul 1. Maths and technobagy
should nod be seen merely as a means to
tunn students into market-ready products,
‘When the inner well-being of students
and parents is nurtured, outer success will
naturally follow.

ini Nayak,
Principled stand
Ref: Take pride in the O, brace for the
wvst (Jul 11]. There is no comparison
between a country with an elected
government and the other facing frequent
military coups. The writer deserves
appreciation for his stand against terrorism
Irrespective of party positions.

Demographic strength

Reef: Neither foo many. nor toa few { Jul

). Demagraphic gramth is a multi-
dimensional study. With the decadal
census already delayed by five years,

the results remain awaited to study its
multiferous aspects. Equitable distribution
and propar management of resourtes

are required fo chanmelize the available

demographic strength.
Sﬂhﬁmmr

Roll revision

Ref: No stay om Bibar roll revision (bl 11).
The Supneme Cowrt has refused to stay the
Election Commission's decision, which has
been indiscriminately targeted by some
oppasition leadess. Parties and leaders must
reassess what truly s the problem-—the roll
revision or their criticism.

Hullasa Bahera, |

Committed governance

Ref: \ntemal savvey reveals resentment
ower roll revision (Jul 10). The stretch
covered by the election commission is really
praisemwarthy. If anly a simdlar commitment
had heen undestaken for making the country
envimnment friendly; loasening the mire of
unmindFful industrialisation and méning; and
making our education system inclusive.

fGupta, Jaipur
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