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Deaths per day due to

Number of vears after

Murders for which an

held by militants on a

Russia from Ukraine in

road accidents in

train in Pakistan

the Kursk region

Maharashtra

armed militants took
450 passengers hostage

and wounded the train
driver in an attack on Tuesday in Pakistan's
volatile southwestern Balochistan
provinee, The Baloch Liberation Army said
gunmen bombed the rallway track and
took contrel of the train in Sib distriet, we

Moscow has launched a ragid
12 counterofiensive to take back

land selzed by Hyiv last year.
Ukraine has been losing ground in the
Russian border reglon — swathes of which
it has held since August 2024 and which it
hoped to use as leverage in peace
negotiations — for several weeks. are

The Maharashtra State
42 government sald it plans to

introduce testing kits to assess
if & driver has consumed drugs. This was
informed by Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik in the State assembly. Mr. Saranalk
sald that the number of aceldents rose te
36,084 in 2024 (98 per day),

which Guns N’ Roses is

arrest warrant was

returning to India

issued for Duterte

years, Legendary rock band
13 Guns N' Roses |s returning to

India with a live concert in
Mumbal. The American group will be on
stage with their full squad Ax| Rese (vocals,
plano), Dulf McKagan (bass) and Slash
(lead guitar) at the concert an May 17 at
the Mahalaxmi Rage Course, e

The Intemational Criminal
43 Court has Issued an arrest

warrant for former Philippines
president Rodrigo Duterte for crimes
against humanity committed during his
deadly war on drugs. He |3 accused of
committing them frorm 2011-2019, s
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Is rising consumer credit cause for concern?

A recent report by the RBI highlights the shift towards healthy and prime borrowers in the economy, However, the fact that there is a significant amount of

borrowing being done for the purpose of consumption is

ECONOMIC NOT
Rahul Menon

he release of the Financial
Stability Report (FSR) 2024 by
the Reserve Bank of India (RE[
has called attention to the
guestion of household finances and
consumption loans. The stock of
huLm.thrJ debt has shown a gradual
ing from 36.6% of GDP in June
2021 to 41% in March 2024, According to
the FSR, it has risen to 42.9% in June
2024, Even though household debt in
India is lesser than most emenging market
econamies, the rise in househaold
debi-to-GDP ratio is of concern.

Dbt is largely taken to build up
holdings of assets. However, the stock of
household assets has fallen from 10.4% of
GDP in June 2021 to 108.3% by March
2024, A reduction in assets and an
increase in debt indicates that a greater
proportion of borrowing is being used for
corsumption. Even though the REI
highlights the shift towards healthy and
prime borrowers in the economy, the fact
that there is a significant amount of
borrowing being done for the purpose of
CONSUmpHic a cause for concern,
which might indicate macroeconomic
weakness of the economy.

Healthy borrowing and borrowers?
Eul.n ﬂmu},h h:yuulmld debt has

ificantly, the RBI highli
several points pointing towards the health
of the Indian economy. For one, the REI
presents data to indicate that rising
borrowing is being driven by an increase
in the number of borrowers rather than
rising indebtedness. Secondly, the
proportion of sub-prime borrowers has
been reducing, with almost two-thirds of
debt belonging to prime borrowers and
those with above prime credit quality.
Rising per-capita debt amounts is
witnessed only for super-prime
borrowers, indicating that only
highly-rated borrowers are undertaking
larger levels of debt, mainly using it for
asset creation.

Borrowing by individual consumers
has been an important source of credit
growth since the pandemic. The RBI did
introduce measures to curbs this growth,
leading to a slowdown in credit growth
since September 2023, The slowdown has
seen a shift towards healthier borrowers,
with sub-prime horrowing seeing a
relative reduction. This can be seen asa
net positive outcome, indicating healthy
credit growth focused on asset creation
by worthy borrowers, and an increase in
borrowing without an increase in average
indebtedness.

On increasing consumption
However, there are some worries, The
share of loans taken for consumption
purposes has increased over time,
Households are taking on credit largely
for consumption purposes and not o
accumulate assets such as howses or
vehicles, or to invest in education. The
increase in borrowings by prime and
super-prime borrowers hide the fact that
much of borrowing for consumption
purposes is being done by households
with lower levels of income.

While 64% of loans taken on by
super-prime borrowers are for asset
creation, nearly half of the boans taken on
by sub-prime borrowers are for

iom purposes,
earning less than five lakh have largely
taken on unsecured boans, such as credit
card deb, for consumption purposes
while richer households largely take on

While 64% of loans on
super-prime borr for
asset creation. nea I of

loans taken on by sub-prime
bhorrowers are for consumption
purposes. Households earning
less than five lakh have largely
taken on unsecured loans for

mnsum|gg PUrpOses

debt for purposes of purchasing housing.
Amongst forms of debt, personal and
credit card debt have shown a gradual
increase in delinquencies in September
2024 relative to September 2023,
indicating greater stress for lower-income
househodds, The RBI outlines the dangers
emanating from financial stress for
lower-income households, Around half of
all borrowers with credit card debt or
personal boans also have housing or
wehicle boans. A default in any category
leads to all loans of the same borrower
being classified as non-performing koans
for the lending institution. Thus, if a
harrower defaults on credit card debt or a
persinal boan, the housing loan will also
be classified as a non-performing asset.
Rising stresses in unsecured loans can
spell weaknesses for highervalue loans as
well. The REI is keen to a hat the
loan make-up is gradually ing towards
mare prime horrowers, with sub-prime
borrowers reducing, This may be the
case, but the overhang of consumer debt
imiplies that macroeconomic problems
might arise.

The impact of debt on the multipli

Rising debt

Data from the Reserve Bank of India's
Financial Stability Report 1014 shows
that heusshold de bt hll graduslly
Increased to concerning Levels.

On the othar hand, household assets
have fallen
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requires due attention, What factors have
driven this increase? Has it come about
because households have faced greater
income insecurity since the pandermic,
and are hence borrowing through the
medium of credit cards and unsecured
loans to tide over income and
consumption shortfalls? Or is it because
financial innovations have allowed for
households to undertake larger
horrowings on the back of financial
instruments like credit cards? The former
indicates a weak macroeconomy, while
the latter carries with it uncomfortable
questions, such as the role of financial
innovation in leading to the development
of fragility and stress by exposing
lower-income households to greater debt,
pushing them twwards financial
marginalisation.

Regardless of the factors leading to an
increase in this category of loans, the fact
that the share of consumption loans has
been rising is not a healthy outcome, as it
indicates a relative reduction in the
number of assets being created even as
households become more indebted.
Increasing household debt — especially
far poorer haolds — implies a

The rise in borrowing for consumpi
specifically among households with lower
levels of income is something that

reduction in the power of the income
multiplier. The multiplier, which indicates
how much output increases for a given
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ause for concern, signalling macroeconomic weaknesses in the economy

The stock of housahald dabt has shown 3 gadual
Iincrease, rising from 36.6% in June 2021 1o 41%
I Manch 2024
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Financial assets (% of GOP)

The stock of howsehald assets has fallen from
110.4% of GDP in June 2021 1o 108 3% by
March 2024

d10.4%
o
108.3%
108
106
104
102
-

§8888¢8:%
¥ 4 ¥ B £
H :i? 2 g H ‘E H
= Borrawing by = The shane of
Indevidual corsumens  loans taken for
has been an consumption
mportant sounce of piposes has
credit growth since ncreased ower
the pandemic. The time, Households
B did introduce ang taking on
measures tocurbthis  eredit larely for
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increase in investment, is greater for
lowerincome households, since a greater
proportion of their incomes is translated
into consumption of goods, Richer
households will have a smaller multiplier,
since most of their immediate needs are
met, and a greater proportion of their
income goes into savings.

However, if lowerincome households
are saddled with debt, some proportion

Prvic

debt, leading to |
hence a lower multiplier. An economy
with greater bevels of household debe,
especially from poorer households, might
show lower growth for the same amount
af investment. In this case, it remaing to
be seen how much impact
macreeconomic podicy moves such as the

reduction in income-tax rates would have,

if households are largely indebted. There
might be certain indications that the
borrowing structure is healthy and
shifting towards super-prime borrowers,
but policy will have to remain awake to
the pessible sources of fragility
engendered by the increase in
consumption loans and the proliferation
of unsecured forms of consumer credit.
Rahul Menon is Associate Professor in
the Jindal School of Goverriment and Public
Puolicy at 0P, Jindal Global Urniversity.
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The REI presents data ta
indicate that rising barrewing
s belng driven by an increase
In the number of bormowers
rather than rising
indebtedness, Secondly, the
proportion af sul-prime
bormewers has been reducing.
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Rising stresses in unsecured
Loans can spell weaknesses for
higher-value loans,

-

The rise in borrowing for
consumption specilically
among households with lower
levels of income i3 something
that requires due attention.
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How has the humble computer
mouse evolved over the years?

From their old bulky models to the ergonomic builds today, compuier mice have undergone a significant evolution. These designs have mainly

differed in how they trans

Amartya Srinivasan

he computer mouse his

become an essential part of

personal computing, allm\'l ng

users to interact g
with the aid of their eyes, with
objects, While scrodling through a
ng a video or playing a

extension nllhn user's hand, mranslating
its MOVEmEnts (o Movements on screen,

What kinds of mice are there?

The common mouse is ahle to accept two
kinds of input - button click and motion.
From their old bulky models o the
ergonomic builds wday, computer mice
have undergone a significant evolution,
Thiese designs have mainly differed in
how they rranslste & user's movement of
the mouse to that of a cursor on the

een, The buttons are fairly
forward. Each button &
in the mouse that completes a cireuit
when it is pressed, sending a sig
computer o perform a certain action,

5

wis the trackball mouse whereas current
models use las

How did the trackball mouse work?
‘ . also ealled a trackball or
a5 3 small ball on its
underside that rotates when the user
moves the mouse,

This ball exerts pressure on two rollers
tioned at right angles to each
other (see image). One roller detects
movement along the Y-axis

Dmmlnt n

opw:»«. anical
Miveng the misaie tums

o the ball

) X and ¥ rollers grip the bal
and tranafer movement

) Ontical encoding disks
inchude Bight hales

Q) Infrared LEDs shine through
the disks

D) Sensors gathver light pulses
10 comven 1o X and ¥ vectors

e a user’s movement of the mouse to that of a cursor on the screen

A schematic diagram showing some af the components of a trackball mowse, IEREWHENS

(orward-backward) and the other detects
movement along the Naxis (left-right).

A third roller, which is spring-loaded,
pushes the ball against the two other
rodlers. Each roller is linked o an encoder
h unigue thunderbolt-shaped

A Ilght source, like a small bulb, emits
infrared radiation from behind the
encoder wheel, A sensor on the other side
receives this light. When the user moves
the mouse, the ball moves and rotaes the
rodlers. This Anally turns the encoder
. which |nl|.nu|1l the infrared Ilgh‘r

mterruptions into a digital signal - | when
it receives light and O when it doesn't,
resulting in a sequence of Os and 1s,
Simple logic circuits hgure out which way
the wheel is rotating by examining these
signals.

Typically, the ball's cuter casing is
made of steel while the ball is covered in a
precisely moulded rubber surface, The
weight of the ball i also sdjusted o
ensure it maintains reliazble contact with
the surface its moving on, guarantesing
mecurate transmission from the mouse's
movement to the rellers and the cursor
on the screen.

Elegant as the trackball mouse wa

had to be cheaned regularly to work
properly, The optical mouse requires less
maintenance,

How does the optical mouse work?
Microsoft invented the modern optical
el called it the

this device had =1 pointer pointing
down, The laser light would bounce off
surface on which the mouse moved
and into a complementary metal-oxide
semiconductor (CMOS) sensor inside the
mouse. The CMOS sensor is il ST
that takes 1,500 to 6,000 images of the
reflected light per second. The imige:
passed o a digital signal processor, It
detects patterns in each image and
determines how far the mouse has moved
simoe the previous image, and sends the
corresponding coordinaes w the
computer.

Aside from maintenance, the optical
mouse is also more sensitive to small
mevements than the trackball mouse,

In the 19805, Xerox developed another
kind of optical mouse that had a
low-resolution camera in place of the
CMOS sensor, It didn't catch on because it
required more computational power to
work,
The humble computer mouse has
come a long way since its early days. But
whether mechanical or optical, both
types have banked on clever engineering
to convert simple hand movements into
precise onscreen interactions,

Amartya Srinbvasan is a Class XI student
at P&, Senior Secomdary School, Mylapore,
Chennai,
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India defeated New Zealand by four wickets to win the 2025 Champions Trophy in

Dubai on March 9. Here i

Sindbu Nagara) toisnament?

[ QUESTION 4

QUESTION 1 In this teurnament, during the semi-final
The 1983 Cricket World Cup in between India and 5rl Lanka In England

which India registered its first ever
win was also known by anather
name. What was iti Who were the
runners-up?

QUESTION 2
I this taurnament, India won the
eup dedeating Pakistan in the
finals. It was hosted by South
Alrica and the player af the seres
was Shahid afridi. Which was this
taurnament?

h
QUESTION 3

ia and which
Wha was
declared as the player of the

Individuals, possibly Tamil yeuth sctiviste
ran ante the pitch with flags of Tamil

Eelam and banners pratesting against the
Sl Lankan team playing In the LUK, This
h happenad during which ICC tourmament?

h

QUESTION §

The 2024 Men's T20 Warld Cup was the
first magor ICC tourmament o inelude
matehes played in which country? Who

e

QUESTION &

Which player scored the mast rumbser of
runs, and was also awarded player of the
taistnamEil

2025 IEC Charmgtans Trophy?

t number of wickets in the

the recently-concluded

Visusl question:
Identify the taumarment fram this image. Who won the traphy?

s a quiz on all the times India has won an 1CC trophy

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's daily quiz; 1. The
capltal of this country hosted the
mieeting in 1920 where the
Cormmuniat Party of India was
formed. Ans: Uzbekistan

2, Awroch 13 the natlonal animal of
thia karimer Soviet atate. Ansi
Moldova

3. This former Soviet state is called
the land of fire, Ans: Azerbaljan
4, The flag of this losmer Soviet state
depicts the sun with 40 raye for 40
tribses In the region. Ans: Kyrgyestan
5, The name af this. fermer Saviet
state stems fram the phease 'white
Rugsian’ Ang: Belarug

Visual: The buming gas crater |s
lecated in this eountry, Ans:
Turkmenlstan

Early Birds: Tamal Blawas| Patrick
Vijayan| Aman Sagar| Sandlya Rao|
#Anju Sharma
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“Are you ready for the test?
"WL-II 1 am not sure, 1.
ave butterflies in your stomach?™
]iutlclrln.-s. inmy stomach! 'ma
an, [ don't e
- When you say you have butterdlies
in your stomach, it means “you are
nervous about something! [t is an
informal expression, For example, | can
say, 'l always get butterflies in my
stomach whenever [ visit the dentist” *
"I've never been to a dentist, so 1
wouldn't know, [always get butterflies i
my stomach when 1 watch a horror il
"Coowd example, By the way, you can
either say ‘get buttertlies in the stomach®
or 'get butterflies.” Both are acceptable.”

"So, can | say, 'l get buttertlies thinking
abwout the test”
Yo ce Iv can, Sudha, for

examphe, ge
While we're on the subject of Sudha,
dlid shie msk you to help her complete her
Project?”
ﬂhn dicl. But | refused point- hlank "
* Point-blank'! What de

"When you say something
“point-blank,’ you ‘say it very directly, or
even rudely, without apologies or
explanations.”
sounds just like my uncl
"Ha! Ha! Why, does he point-blank call
you a fool?”

"No, but he point-blank refuses o
listen to anything that [ have o

"He" & a very intelligent man! Ha! Hal™

“Ldon’t find that funny”

"Sorry. Here's another example with
‘poin The Minister denied the
charges point-blank."

“ldon't think people believe what their
|, say any more. That's why these
poditicians get o, How do you
promounce ‘oustes

"The “ou’ sounds like the ‘ou” in "house’
anrl mm.n-L-' It is this which has the

"ﬁts it's Ollsged.”
correct, Do you kniow what the
word means?”
“Well, er..”
hen you oust soameone from his
place, job or position of power, "you
them to leave it, often by foree or ill
ans. For example, the principal was
ol from his job”
- "The landlord ousted the

usted is a
before

"You can. But remember,
formal word, Now please
your're ousted,”

"Yes,

Putiished in The Hindu on September
26, 1995,

Word of the day

Recrudescence:

areturn of something after a perod of
abatamant

SYNonym: cameback

Usage: rhe dociovs sow that there hod baen a
scence of the symproms,

Pranunciation: newsth.ivef
recrudescencepn
International Phonetic
Alphabet: jiikmdesising, e/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, plm& write to
letters@thehindu,eo.ln
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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A political churn is happening after
the 2024 general election

l s political parties are repositioning them:

selves in response to changed elreum-

stirices, i realignment of polities appeirs
o be underway, nearly a year after the general
election in 2024, The non-Bharatiya Janata Party
(B parties, that assembled as a putative nation-
al opposition under the INDIA banner, do not
have a shared goal now. In fact, the Assembly
elections in Bihar in late 2025, and in Assam,
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala in early
2026 will seatter these parties further, and possi-
bily pave the way for a reconfiguration of politics
in these States and beyond, Some indicators are
chear. Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader
Prakash Karat said recently that INDHA was meant
only for the Lok Sabha election and was specific
to particular States, The Left and the Congress
will face off in Kerala in what is going to be one of
their most combative contests ever, In West Ben:
g, the Left and the Al India Trinamool Congress
(TMC) canmot form an alliance whike the Con-
press will weigh its options between the two. In
Tamill Mad, the Left and the Congress could bath
be in the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam's tent, but
that is not a certainty yet. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress, that revived their old riv-
alries amid heightened bitterness during the Del-
hi Assembly election recently, are set to continue
their clash in Punjab, Gujarat and Goa.

The marginal gains of these parties had the ag
pregate impact of pushing the BID to the brink of
defeat in the general election but it was more
happenstance than a new trend as developments
i the following months have shown, Insurmeun-
table contradictions in the caleulations of indivi-
dual non-BIP parties soon made INDIA dysfunc-
tional, though the parties coordinate their
parliamentary strategy o some extent. These
parties are united in demanding more transpa-
rency in the electoral process and the seeounta-
bility of the Election Commission of India, The
BIP, meanwhile, has acted with alacrity to shore
up its base and win the Assembly elections in Ha-
ryana, Maharashtra and Delhi. The BIP and the
Al India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kachagam are
also showing signs of a thaw in their relationship
after having been routed in the general election
that they fought ucmrdu.ly In Tamil Nadu,
Emerging © i i of
edueation and lainguage pulh.y and delimitation
are generating a fresh political churn, The region-
al parties are facing a crisis in parts of the coun-
try, and the eclipse of some of them looks in-
ereasingly possible. But a lot more churn is likely
before political allisnces have a setthed look,

Building compassion into the health-care structure

 February 7, 2025, the World Health

Onganization (WHO) released a report,

“Compasshon and primary health

care”, which recognises compassion
as u transformative foree in primary health care,
The Director-General of WHO, Dr, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, has called for an
wxploration of the role of compassion in global
health, with specific attention to its impact on the
aquality of health-care services and its connectbon
to primary health care,

Based on my personal experiences of
interacting with ploneers in the medical feld,
and available evidence [ ean say with confidence
that the report gives & big push to advoeating
compassionate health care. In the Tth World
Health Assembly in 2021 and several other WHO
and United Nations forums, [ gave a clarion call to
wlobalise compassion in health care, And, Tam
tinally noticing that the world is waking up to the
necessity of compassion.

Helping the patient and carer

Let me explain how eompassionate health care is
benehicial o both patients and the medical
fraternity.

Mast of us have had to visit a hospital or a
doctor for a personal consultation or for Fumily
members at some point in our lives, We
remember two kinds of health-care professionals
= impolite and indifferent doctors and nurses,
and the eompassionate staff, who make a
remarkable shift in our healing process,

Research conducted by Stanford University's
The Center for Compassion and Altrulsm
Research and Education (CCARE) has found out
that patients treated by compassionate
health-care providers recover quickly and the
duration of their hospital stays is winy bess,
Another study by the Johns Hopking Hospital
wexplored how compassionate communication has
a significant impact when it comes to the
recovery of cancer patients. It was observed that
when doctors spend an sdditional 40 seconds
with each patient and express solidariiy with
thiem by saying, ‘We are in this together', it
significantly reduced anxiety in patients and
positively influenced their recovery,

Compassion is not just beneficial for patients,
bt for health-care providers also. When
health-care professionals practise compassion,

Ay
=

=

Kailush Satyarthi

is 8 Nobel Peace
Laureate and
Faunder, Satyarthi
Mavement for Global
Compassion

Compassionate
health care
must become
the driving
principle for

health-care
think-tanks

they experience reduced stress, improved job
satisfuction, and build stronger relatbonships with
thedr patients, which is essential for providing
high-quality care.

Terms and the differences

the long-term rehabilitation centre at my
organisation, Satyarthi Movement for Global
Compassion, be could barely speak.

A children who come to Bal Ashram
expRerienee trauma, so we never coax them to
speak or open up about their past, The teachers

Lat us not mistake ¢ fon with h
empathy and kindness, terms which are often
used interchangeably. Sympathy s a pity-based
momentary response, whike empathy is when
people immerse themselves in others' problems
and they get overwhelmed in the process.
Health-care workers who operate with empathy
can experience anxiety, exhaustion, and
sometimes depression when they internalise the
anguish of their patients. Along with demanding
work hours, the stress can bead to empathy
Fatigue and further degrade the quality of care o
patients,

On the other hand, compassion is about
mindful problem-solving. A compassionate
health-care provider will have the emotional
stability to work together with patients that will
be favourable for both parties. They will feel the
patients’ pain as thedr own bat, at the same Hime,
maintain o detachment that will not bet :In.-m pn:::
overwhelmed. C fon facilltate
more sustainable approach to health care that
will allow professionals w offer excellent medical
treatment, be content and peaceful with the
recoveries of their patients, and protect their
professional and personal lives,

While the WHO report is focused on primary
health eare, we mist also realise the urgent need
For compassion in mental health. As per
numerous mental bealth experts, depression can
patentially become the “next pandemic” due to
its widespread impact and longterm
consequences on individuals worldwide,

Hawving worked with children rescued from
slavery and abuse, my understanding of mental
health has been deeply influenced through our
experience. Let me share a story about & rescued
«child, Pradeep. Soon after his birth, an exorcist
labselbed him as the eursed ehild and gave a
“soluthon’ to offer him as a saerifice o appease the
wods, However, on the day of the sacrifice, the
blade that was supposed to slice Pradeep’s neck
lamnced on his head instead, gravely injuring him,
He was blamed for having survived, and then
abandoned. When Pradeep came to Bal Ashram,

and earegivers who are trained in compassion in
action at Bal Ashram are very sensitive towards
thie meedds of the children, and that is how we see
remarkable results, Pradeep's transformation was
also miraculous. Soon after he arrived at Bal
Ashram, e made friends, would open up, and
began to narrate his story.

Thils is what trise compassion is, and my
philasophy of compassion has always been
rooted in transformative actions, To me,
compission is when we feel the suffering of
others as our own and act to solve it

We need to recognise that health care s not
Just about treating illnesses but also promating
the overall w:ll-puhm of individuals, So, how can

medical prof ls incorporate © ion
nto thedr practice?
Putting it into practice

Let us look at a few strategies. To begin with, we
meed to create awareness on the imperathe need
of compassionate health care. Compassion
should not just be a ‘good thing’ o do, but the
parameter that drives decision making in board
rooms. Compassionate health care must become
the driving principle for industry leaders,
hospitals, thought leaders, and health-care
think-tanks.

Second, we noed to equip health-care
providers on what compassionate care s all about
and how they can incorporate it effortlessly, All

wie need is a litthe investment in quality tradning of

doctors, nurses and paramedical staff, and
expericntial learning. The fraternity should also
be taught the difference between empathy and
compiassiorn.

List, eompassbonate health care must
encompass equdtable, accessible, and quality
health care for all, frrespective of their
soclo-economic stature, gender, or caste. After
all, compassion is the foundation upon which we
can build a health-care system that is truly
people-centric and responsive to the needs of all.

1t is time to globalise compassionate health
care for all,

More signs of overhauling the compliance framework

espite conoerted efforts to combat
]) corruption, red-tapism and bribery
remain forrmicabsle barriers to business

growth in India, A recent “Incha Business
Corruption Survey 204" presents a troubling

New opportunity
India and Canada can discuss a reset in
ties after new Prime Minister takes over
T e newly elected leader of Canada’s rul-

ing Liberal Party, Mark Carney, who is
now Prime Minister-designate, has a
rough task ahemsd in what is expected to be a shont
perbod of time, Mr. Camey, who s set to take over
from Justin Trudeau when he formally steps
down this week, will almost immediately face a
confidence vote in Parliament, aler it recon
venes on March 24, Federal elections in Canada
are due in October 2025, but observers say Mr
Carmey could call for snap polls first, hoping to
riche a surge of unexpected popularity for the Lib-
eral Party for standing up to threats made by the
UL, President Dosald Trump since he took of-
fhee. Mr. Trump has consistently targeted Mr. Tru-
e, suggesting that Canada would be better off
as the "US.s Sist State”, and has been threaten-
gt to imipose a slew of tariffs, sccusing Canada of
unfair duties as well as allowing fentanyl drugs
and immigrants across the border. Canada has
threatened counter-tariffs, and is considering a
25% surcharge on electricity exports to the LS.,
with M. Carney I.Lilll“ﬂﬂ that “in teade, as in
hockey, Canada will win®, Mr. Carney, who s un-
elected and not a lmdillun-ll politheian, will have
o comvince voters of his ability to ensure that, as
he takes on his rival, Conservative Party leader
Pierre Poilievre, who has been far ahead in the
polls untl recent weeks. To that end, Mr., Car-
ney's non-political skills will come handy. He was
an economist and a central bank Governor; that
hie was not o member of thee Trudeau cabinet
means that he is free of any taint from its actbons,
The exit of Mr. Trudeau is cause for relef for
India, and an opportunity to reset ties that have
been on ice. His irmmpcrm decision to name
“Indian government agents” and then expel In-
dian diplomats, m1pl|unlmg them in a purported
plul to kil Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nij
Jar, without proffering any proof, was a miscaleu-
latiesn anel diplomatie blunder. The actions, seen
in ecomparison to more disereet dealing by the
U5, in a linked case, sent Indin-Canada tes to
thedr lowest ebb since the 1980s. It is significant
that India ks considering restoring a High Com-
mlaskmcr to Crttawa, while Canacla is sending its
e chief o a ¢ in Delhi, Mr,
Carney and Mr, Poilievre have made it clear that
they would like to rework the relationship with
India, and there will be opportunities o do so,
particularly in education, investrent and trade,
all of which hive talen a back seat after the vio-
lence and schisms within Indin's diaspora com-
munity, and its supporters in Canada's govern-
ment. The interlude is also a ficting period for
Mew Delhi to consider how it wishes to take ties
forward, Regardless of the change in leadership,
the Khalistan issue cannot be wished away, and
reguires sustained, considered diplomacy and
respect for each other's concerns, while ensuring
India’s natbonal security priorities,

pleture: 66% of business entities admit to paying
bribes, with 54% stating they were coerced to
expedite government processes, obtain permits,
ensure compliance, or acquire duplicate licences,
The problem is most acute in sectors governed by
overreaching officials in labour, Goods and
Services Tax (GST), income tax, pollution,
provident funds, property registration, drg, and
health departments,

The economic impact is undentable. A survey
by EY-FICCT shows that four out of fe
respondents helieve corruption is a significant
deterrent to foreign direct investment (FDU, This
underscores the ungent need o overhaul India's
compliance framework to foster a transparent,
fair, and predictable regulatory environment,

While the government initiated compliance
reeforms twes years ago, progress has been
slugggtsh. The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provishons) Act, 2023 was a step forward,
decriminalising 180 provisions related to
imprisonment clauses that burden businesses
and entrepreneurs. However, Budget 2025 that
wats presented by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced a ‘Jan Vishwas 2.0° which
aims to further decriminalise around 100
provisions, While this is 2 weleome step, it bavely
seratches the surfsce — over 20,000 provisions
with imprisonment clauses remain untouched.

The constant flux of compliance rules

For Indian businesses, compliance is already a
complex challenge, but its intersection with
corruption makes it nearly insurmountable.

AuS, Mittal

s Vice-Chairman,
Purjab Ecanamic
l’ollcy and Planning
Baard

The use of

43

Regulatory officials often wield ¢ liance
provisions as tools to extract bribes, Many
Businesses report that unoffelal payments are
still required to secure regulatory approvals, even
when all the necessary compliances are met. A
significant flaw in the system is the enormous
subjectivity granted to inspectors, whe can

I e
provislons o
extract bribes
and the
Tregquency of
compliance
are

inefficiency and corruption. Over the past year
alone, there ave been 9,420 compliance updites
— an average of 36 daily changes, This staggering
pite of change indicates either regulatory
incompetence of a deliberate design to create
systemibe corruption pipelines. A bureaucracy
thist needs to update rules at such an erratic pace
is vither incapable of foresight or complicit in
Fostering an emvironment where bribes become
inevitable,

Acrecent directive by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is a
profitsing inftiative to curb this chaos, Effective
thils Janiiary, changes to Food label regilitions
will be announced only onee a year, offering a
maodel for predictable regulatory changes. Similar
measures should be extended across all
regulatory bodies.

A significant portion of compliance-related
imprisenment clauses stem from labour laws,
which fall under the Concurrent List of the
Constitution. While India has replaced 20
colonial-era kbsour ks with four medern laboor
codes, they remain in limbo, swaiting
implementation. Without this eritical step, the
long-touted “biggest lnbour reforms in
independent India™ remain mere rhetoric, State
geverniments must act swiftly to operationalise
these reforms,

Have a digital-first approach
Establishing a factory in Inclia requires submitting
hundrads of seltat ) and teed

Permanent Account Number (PAN), Goods and
Services Tax Identification Number (GSTIN) and
Corporate Identification Number (CIN) to
professional tax nimbers and fetory leenees.
Ench identifier has is Blecyele, requiring periodic
renewals and payments, kading o inefficlencles
and corruption.

A unified "One Nation, One Business' [dentity
system could dramatically simplify compliance,
reducing bureaucratic friction .md the
opportunities for corrupt practices. A small
budgetary allocation toward this initistive could
streamline regulitory interactions, enhancing
Inclia's appeal as o business destination.

A global perspective
The global competition for investment and talent
is intensifying, The United States is asdvancing
povernanee reforms, including its Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), to make business
operations seamless. If the world's largest
eeanamy (GO $27 trillion) becomes even mone
business-friendly, why would investors choose
Inchia's &4 trillion economy, where red tape and
corruption persist? The answer is simple: they
will not . As American efficiency attracts global
capital, India risks losing out on both investment
and entreprencurial talent < a fundamental
driver of its knowledge economy.

The time for complacency is over, What wis an
opportunity yesterday is an urgent necessity now
-To sustiin its eoonomic mamentum, India must

documents across more than 40 government
departments. This archade system breeds
corruption and inefficiency. A digital-first
approach could transform the process. Imagine a
scenario where entrepreneurs can apply for
Factory permissions using a single business
identifier, granting regulators access to verified
documents using an entity called a 'digh locker®,
Siieh a tamper-proof, authenticated repository
could cut approval times from months to days,
mirroring the suceess of Indin's Digl Yatra in
streambining airport security.

threaten impri or factory shatch
without accountability,

Another pressing issue is the overwhelming
frequency of compliance updates, which fosters

challenges that
Indian
businesses face

Inchia’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DP1) has
Ttrrisoed bt bussii

compliance remains fragmented, Entrepreneurs
st navigate at least 23 identity numbers issued
by various Union and State authoritios = from

e buremicratic hurdles, create
predictable complianee environment, and
eradicate corruption.

A clear, well-structured compliance framework
= ushered in through the Jan Vishwas 2.0 < is not
Just about ease of doing business, 1t is about
safeguarding India’s economic future. The
povernment must act decisively to attract global
companies and empower Indian entrepreneurs to
Fnmovibe, expand, and ereate jobs without feir or
unnecessary regulatory frictbon. India stands ata
crossromds. Whether the High-Level Committes
For Regulatory Reforms embraces a bold
compliance overhiaul or hesitates, the stakes are
high. The choice is clear: modernise or risk being
left behind in the global economic race.

The wiews expressed are persomal
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during the turbulent 1960s

justice in the appointment

Otherwise, the judiciary will

an area of Chennai that is

the ruthless deforestation

The latest round of an
exchange of words in
Pariament is nathing but
sound and fury that
signifies nothing. There are
a racord numbar of
aspirants from Tamil Nadu
signing up to learn Hindi
through the Dakshin Bharat
Hindi Prachar Sabsha,
Moreover, the National
Education Policy does not
mandate that Hindi has to
be the third language. My
own experience of being
educated in Tamil Nadu

and 19705 informs me that
knawing more languages
increases educational and

of judges — for that matter,
in every walk of life. What is
tzquall).I if nat more

is that we need

P 1 opp!
in other States. The
outdated two language
policy in Tamil Nadu neads
to be revised. A formulation
of policy made for the
welfare of all students is
sadly missing.
G, Paramesworan,
Colmbatore

Appointment of judges
It is true that we need social

|udges who will do social
justice, which is lacking in
great measire, and which
we should immediately
address ourselves to in
filling up appointments. The
on-going agitation shauld
address itself to this
constitutional requirernent.
The perquisites of this high
office should not be the
only 'attracting’ feature.

be working at cross
purposes and become
counter productive.
N.G.R. Pragad,

Chennai

Whare are the trees?

There is much loss of green
cover in Chennai city in the
slew of ongoing
infrastructure and
development works, It is
disheartening that age-old
trees are to be chopped
near Greenways road for
road expansion work. This is

shelter to many species and
is host to a larger
ecosystem. The area near
the Central Leather Institute
has already lost many old
trees because of projects
and expansion plans. The
Metro Rail and storm water
drain work have already
destroyed tree cover,
Mowing to the East Coast
Read area, it has now
become a place that is
barren and radiates heat.
The Tamil Nacu
povarnment needs to step

across the city. Environment
bedies and the media need
to raise the issue and
protest, There is no
evidence of replanting. The
government should nate
that it takes at least 25
years to replace what has
already been lost. The
massacre of Chennal's
greenery must stop.
Subramanian R.,

Chennal
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letteraipthehindu.co.in
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Whats in a (disease’s) name?

opomymous diseases

may derive their name

from towns, rivers,

islands, forests,
mountains, valleys, countries,
continents, and even trenches.
Examples of such diseases include
the Spanish flu, Delhi boil, Madura
foot, and West Nile Virus.

These names often lead to
considerable misinformation,
stigma, and racial prejudice. They
can harm science by politicising it
and tarnish entire countries or
regions and their populations for
no fault of theirs, especially when
the origin of these diseases is
unclear. For example, the
influenza pandemic of 19181920 is
sometimes called the Spanish flu
even though it did not originate in
Spain. The story goes that Spain
was one of the major European
countries to remain neutral during
World War L Unlike the other
countries involved in the war as
part of the Allies or Central
Powers, where censors
suppressed news of the flu to
avoid affecting morale, the
Spanish media freely reported on
it in detail. Thus, this pandemic,
which affected 500 million people
worldwide and resulted in more
than 20 million deaths, was
named due to misinformation,

Renaming diseases

Pushed by experts, and concerned
about the above-mentioned issues,
the World Health Organization
{WHO) in 2005 mandated that this
trend be avoided. It instead
directed scientists to move
towards providing names based
on scientific characteristics rather
than geography. This is why the
next year, physicians sought to
rename the fotal disease caused by
the Zika virus to congenital Zika
syndrome.

The name Fika virns comes
from the Zika forest in Uganda,
where scientists first isolated the
wirus from a rhesus monkey in
1947 while researching yvellow
fever; Zika is the name of the
forest in the Luganda language.
The name congenital Zika
syndrome was propased by the

WHO teamn which confirmed that
the virus causes damapge beyond
microcephaly, the first fetal
condition to be linked to it

More recently, the WHO began
using mpox as a synonym for

Dr. Kabir Sardana monkey pox. This followed
Directar, Professor reports of racist and stigmatising
and head, language being used against
Dapartment af certain communities and regions,
Dermatolegy, O Ram both online and offline, because of
Manahar Lahia the name monkey pox.
Hospital, Delhi

Naming diseases
after places

The latest issue

However, the trend of misleading
and inappropriste naming still
contimes. In January,
dermatologists from India and 13
other counties objected to the
region-specific nomenclature
given to a novel species of fungus
— Trichophyton (T.) indotineae —
that cawses widespread and
hard-to-treat skin infections and is
resistant to most anti-fungal
medicines. The term indotineas
has pejorative connotations. It was
Japanese dermatologists who had
spotted the fungus in patients
fram India and Nepal and
propased in 2020 that this fungus
should be considered a new
species and named Trichophyton
indetineae. It is important to note
that the origin of the fungus is not
dlearly known even now and that
the fungus has been reported from
more than 40 countries.

The Trichophyton indotineae
fungus causes a ubiquitous skin
problem, commonly known as
ring worm, and is resistant to the
first-line oral drug terbinafine, The
resistance gene was discovered by
the Dermatology Department at
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital
and simultaneously by the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research,
Chandigarh.

Ini an article published in the
Indian Jowrnal of Dermatology,
Venereology and Leprology titked
“Trichophyton indotineae” is an
inaccurate and pejorative term’,
experts say that the name of the

often leads o " & e .
fungus dicial and
misinformarion. | the secommendations of the WHO
stigma, and and the American Society of
racial prejudice Microbiology, among others.

The new forms of punishment in M.P.

The police are parading and publicly humiliating the accused in some cases

The WHO notes that assigning
names to new diseases and, on
exception, to existing diseases is
its responsibility under the
International Classification of
Diseases and the WHO Family of
International Classifications

STATE OF PLAY

Mehul Malpani

mehulmalpanigithehindu co.in

through a consultative process
which includes WHO member n March 11, videos on
states. Considerations for the the Internet showed

recommendations include
rationale, scientific
appropriateness, extent of current
usage, pronounceability in
different languages, absence of
geographical or zoological
references, and the ease of
retrieval of historical scientific
information. The current case of
naming the fungus indotinae is a
travesty of the WHO mandate and
adds no value to either treating

nine young men, with
their heads shaved, faces hid-
den, and feet bare, being pa-
raded by the police in Dewas,
Madhya Pradesh. The men
had been accused of creating a
ruckus during the celebra-
tions of the Indian cricket
team's victory in the ICC
Champions Trophy, and mis-
behaving with the police.
The BJP MLA of the Dewas

the disorder or finding a cause for constituency, Gayatri Raje Pa-
the resistance. war, ohjected to this. She

The WHO also renames called on the Dewas Superin-
diseases or debunks researchers if tendent of Police (8F) to con-
they have disturbing legacies. The demn the police action and
disease Reiter's Syndrome was sought a probe into it. An Ad-

named after the German
physician, Hans Redter, who was
the first to describe the clinical
triad of arthritis, urethritis, and
comjunctivitis in 1916, However,

ditional 5P has now been
tasked to investigate the case
and an officer, who was seen
using “indiscriminate force”

in a viral video from March 9,

problems arose after World War II, has been taken off duty. The
when the physician's association MLA also claimed that many
with Nazi ideology and his of the accused who were ar-

imvalvement in unethical medical
experiments was discovered. The
syndrome is now known as
reactive arthritis.

rested by the police were
imnocent.

Earlier, on the night of
March 2, the Ujjain police ar-
rested two men, Salim and Aa-
gib Mewati, accused of cow
slaughter from near Indore.
Cow slaughter is a crime in

The need of the hour
The need of the hour is for the
WHO and scientists across the

world to focus on finding the Madhya Pradesh as per a 2004
causes of diseases and pool law. The next day, personnel
together resources to find ways of from the Ghativa police sta-
preventing and curtailing them tion publicly ‘paraded’ the

using precision in language and
descriptions. If the outbreak of
SARS-CoV-2 has taught us
anything, it is that we are a global
community whose actions and

two men while taking them to
court, and two cops thrashed
them with batons. Salim and
Aagib, tied together with a
rope and limping, were heard

choices have consequences for chanting “Gaay hamari mata
others, We should strive for unity, hiai, police hamari baap hai
e sensitive to others, and seek (the vow is our mother, the
out opportunities where we can police is our father)”. Local
help and support one another. members of the Vishwa Hindu
Microbes defy borders, but Parishad and Bajrang Dal then
stereotypes only divide people. proceeded to the police sta-

Madhya Pradesh

tion to garland the personnel,
including the station in-charge
D.L. Dasoriya, and gave them
sweets, When videos of these
acts went up online, many pe-
opbe praised the Ujjain police.

Last week, too, five men
were arrested on charges of
cow slaughter and paraded on
their way to the court in Da-
maoh. The local administration
razed their “illegally en-
croached™ properties where,
according to the police, the
men had slaughtered cows.

In hoth the cases related to
cow slanghter, the complaints
were made by members of
right-wing Hindu outfits. In

, the men were also ac-
cused of firing at some right-
wing activists when they went
to stop the alleged activities,

In yet another video that
went viral in February, two
men, with bandages on their
heads and arms, were seen
limping and holding their ears
in apology, while a group of
police  personnel  escorted
them. They had been accused
of assaulting an on-duty sub-
inspecior  when  he  had
stopped their car during night
patrolling. The Indore police,
however, said that the injuries
weere from an accident that the
accused had been in before as.
saulting the cop.

While the Supreme Court’s
“binding directives" issued
last November seem to have
reduced the frequency of bull-
dozer action, these incidents
showr that parading and public
humiliation are emerging as
new forms of punishment.

The orders of demaolitions of-
ten came from district or civic
administration; in these cases,
the police seem to have taken
matters into their own hands.

Whenever a ‘parade’ is ta-
ken out, the local media take
out their cameras and bystan-
ders whip out their phones o
record videos and post them
online. Bystanders both of
fling and online often cheer
these acts and believe that
they are appropriate for the al-
leged crime.

For instance, many people
who lauded the Ujjain police
said cow slaughter deserved
such punishment. While peo-
ple on social media may move
on, the lives of the families of
the accused are bound to be
impacted given the virality of
these videos.

The police continue to demy
any “intentional parading”,
and downplay such incidents.
Ujjain Additional SP Gurupra-
sad Parasar insisted that it was
“not & a serious manter”
and blamed it on the local me-
dia's “portrayal” of the events,
Mr. Dasoriya denied that any
“parade” was ever taken out.
Damoh SP Shrutkirti Somvan-
shi said that the police vehicle
carrying the accused had bro-
ken down midway, forcing the
officers to take the accused by
foot. “Some local media called
it parading,” he said.

Such practices are similar
to those taken by local com-
munity leaders in the past to
shame people imvolved in
adultery and other acts that
society did not approve of.

In some of these cases, the
police seem to be bolstered by
the cheers of members of the
public, local politicians, and
fringe groups, as well as the si-
lence of the government.
Those in power in Madhya
Pradesh insist that they are
tough on crime; this, too, may
give the police the confidence
to act in the way they do.

In 2023, US. spent 0.24% of its national income on foreign aid

But perception surveys in the country show American citizens thoughi it was as high as 31%

| DATA POINT

Hannah Ritchie

a million people were para-

lysed by polio every year
Maost of them were children. But
look at the progress the world has
made: in all of 2023, there were
the same number of cases as just
two days i 1981,

Foreign aid programmes have
played a crucial role in the fight
against polio. Chart 1 shows the
sources of polio eradication fund-
ing over time. While private do-
nors have made the largest contri-
butions  in  recemt  years,
governments have played a crucial
role over the last few decades. In
the late 19905 and early 2000s, in
particular, donor countries were
funding more than 80% of these
efforts.

What's true for polio is also true
for other diseases and essential re-
sources like food. The PEPFAR
programme, launched by the 1.5,
15 estimated to have saved over 25
million lives from HIV. Donations
for bednets and antimalarial treat-
ments have helped reduce the
number of people catching and dy-
g frosrn malaria. The Global Fund
and USAID have reduced deaths
from tuberculosis. The list goes on.

These successes have been
achieved with a relatively small
amount of money. In 2023, the
world gave around $240 hillion in
foreign aid (Chart 2). It's a very
small percentage of most rich
countries’ economies. Take the
U5 and it was just 0.24% of its
gruss national income (GNI). Nor-
way is the only country that
spends more than 1% of its GNI on
aid {Chart 3).

How can the world achieve
more of this? One question you
might have is whether most of the
world's aid comes from govern.
ments or private donors, which
are dominated by billionaire-fund-
ed philanthropies. If it's the form-
er, citizens can have some in-

l n the early 1980s, almost half

fluence on the global sid budpet.

More than 95% of foreign aid
came from national governments
in 2023 (Chart 4). Just under $11
billion - or 4.5% of the total -
came from private grants,

That means two things. First, a
drop in support for aid can have
huge consequences for the global
total. The ULS. gave $62 billion in
aid in 2023, If it had cut its aid bud-
get by just 20%, its contributions
would have been around $13 bil-
lion lower, That would be the same
as eliminating all private philan-
thropic donations worldwide.

The second implication is that if
we want to see an increase in glo-
bal foreign aid, building public
support for more generous aid
budgets from our governments
matters a lot. We can illustrate this
point by focusing on the UN's tar
get for developed countries to give
0.7% of their GNI to foreign aid.
Only five countries — Norway, Lux-
embourg, Sweden, Germany, and
Denmark — met this target in 2023,

Let's imagine that the public in
developed countries  pressured
their governments to step up and
meet this target. If all developed
countries achieved this, we'd add
an extra $216 billion o the pot,
meaning the global official deve-
lopment assistance budget would
almost double (Chart 5). Again,
its important to highlight that
these are still relatively small
amounts of money for developed
economies.

Interestingly, this is far less than
miost people think their countries
currently give to foreign aid.

Very recent data is hard to find,
but in a 2005 survey, American citi-
zens were asked to guess how
miuch U.5. federal spending goes to
foreign aid. The correct answer
was just under 1%. Only 3% of res-
pondents got the answer right.
The average guess was a whopping
31%. What's also interesting is that
when asked how much federal
spending should be going to fo-
reign aid, the average answer was
10%. That's 10 times more than
what is currently spent.

Small drops make an ocean

Tha charts were sowrced from article tithed  For many of us, it ¢neen't cost much to lmprove snmanna's [ifs, and we cando

Chart 1: The chart shows. the fi ial

much more of it written by Hannah Ritchée, She is the Deputy Ec itor and Sclence Outreach Lead at Our Workd in Data
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 12, 1975

“Centre heaping insults on
State Govt: CM

Madras, March 11: The Chief Minister, Mr.
Karunanidhi, said to-day that he would have to
give up parlismentary methods to achieve the
objective of State autonomy if the Centre did not
«change its posture towards the State
Government. Making a spirited case for
autonomy in the Legislative Council while
replying to the budget discussion, Mr.
Karunanidhi said the Centre was heaping insults
«on the State Government. It had not sanctioned
several pending projects inchuding power
generation schemes in the State. He complained
of unfair treatment in respect of the annuwal Man
allocation and pointed out that the per capita
allocation to the State was lower than to other
‘States, The Chief Minister said that even to trim
the lawn at the Fort 5t. George, the Centre's
permission had to be obtained. While the Union
government had not given its consent for the
installation of a statue of Raja Raja Cholan in the
Erahadeeswarar temple at Thanjavur on the
ground that it would spoil the antiquity and
archaeaological value, it had put up a Varahi
temple inside. It was not a repair work as there
‘was no Varahi temple there before. While the
great Chola King who built the temple had no
place there, he asked whether a temple should
have been raised for a broken pigfaced idol. The
Centre did not think it proper to allow the State
to maintain monuments at Mahabalipuram,
Gangaikondan Cholapuram and other historic
places. These issues involved the “selfrespect”
«of Tamils and insults could not be taken lightly.
The Chief Minister declared: *We approach the
‘question of State autonomy through
parliamentary methods, But if the Centre
pushes us to a situation when this weapon is of
no avail we have to think of other ways like
installing the Raja Raja Chola statue in the
temple, asking the Central Archaeological
department officials to hand over the
momuments to the State and taking charge of the
monuments at Gangaikondan Cholapuram.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 12, 1925
British cotton exports to Russia

Londom, March 11: In the Commaons, replying to
‘questions, Mr. Samuel said that raw cotton,
exported from Britain to Russia, during last vear,
amounted to 4,50,000 centals valued at four
million sterling, compared with 99,000 centals,
valued at 7,31,000 sterling in 1923,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

ON THE EDGE

Trump's trade policies haven't gone down well with markets,
Monday's meltdown has added to the economic uncertainty

NRECENTWEEKS, fears of vinthe LS have gai t
On Monday, the &P 500 fell 2.7 per cent with growing investor concerns over

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRDLY WISE
MARKETS CAN REMAIN IRRATIONAL LONGER THAN
YOU CAN REMAIN SOLVENT. — Joun MayNarD KEYRES

The message from Chagos

With major powers harbouring neo-imperialist

ambitions, India must be the voice of anti-colonialism

SANJAYA BARU

INDIAHAS DONE well to reassure Mauritius
by endorsing her claim over the Chagos
Islands, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misr ar-
ticulated the Indian view last week, stating:
"We support Mauritius in its stance on its

the impact of Donald Trumgp's trade polick the LS econommy: T melt-
down came aday after Trump ed not the. of the econ-
omy entering into a recession. In an interviesw on Sunday, when asked, Tump also suught
todeflect the issue, saying, "l hate to predict thi " Headded, “There i
of transition, becawse what we're doing is very big”*

However, there are some indications of an economic downturn, A few days ago
the Atlanta Fed's GDPNow model had pegged US GDP growth at -2.4 per cent in the
first quarter of 2025 (seasonally adjusted annual rate . While these estimates can be
wolatile, Goldman Sachs has now upped the odds of a recession from 15 per cent o 20
percent, Consumer confidence in the US is also falling - the Conference Board's con-
SUMETT index fell o 98,3 in February, from 105.3 in January. Markets, firms
and consumers dislike uncertainty. And, there is considerable uncertainty over how
Trump's tariff policies will play owt and what will be the retaliatory impact — Trump
has already gone back and forth on levying tariffs on countries, This also reflects in
the economic policy uncertainty index of the Federal Reserve Bank of Se. Loais which
has been edging upwards. However, so far, other indicators do seem to indicate that
the economy is humming along, The labour market appears to be holding up. In
February, the US economy added 1,51000 jobs, only marginally below expectations,
The unemployment rate though has edged up 4.1 per cent, Further, the Mew York
Fed's Mowcast model is at 267 per cent for the first quarter of 2025, However, the
long-term implications of lewying such tariffs is clear. For instance, as per the Tax
Foundation, a Washington-based think tank, 25 per cent tariffs on Canada and Mexico
weould lower bong-run GDP by 0.2 per cent,

Artention will now shift to the US Federal Reserve. Inits last meeting held in January,
the Fed had voted o maintain the federal funds rate in the range of 4.25 to 4.5 per cent,
However, retail inflation rose to 3 per cent in January, while core inflation was at 3.3 per
cent, Data for February will be released on Wednesday, The imposition of tariffs, which
will be inflationary, will make it difficult for the Fed to further ease policy rates - a policy
stance that Donald Trump favours. The next meeting of the Fed, scheduled for March 18-
19, will provide greater clues on the trajectory of monetary policy in the US,

SMOG OVER URBAN INDIA

Towns are as vulnerable to air pollution as metros, IQAIr report
should occasion cooperation across cities, states, countries

HE LATEST EDITION of the World Air Quality report released by Swiss Air
Technodogy major QA has sobering news for India. The country has 13 of
the 20 maost polluted cities in the world, The study isa reminder that though
governments have taken significant steps t clean air — at times after being

nudged by courts — the interventions have not led o appreciable improvements. The

country is ranked the fifth Ty, after Chad, Pakistan and
the Demacratic Republic of the Congo( DRCL The IQo\lrilst cnmpnses notjust urbancen-
mswhusetryslsmm boic air are i 2as for exam-

— chas Byrnihat i inPunjab, This
s not a new finding. In recent years, towns such as Bhiwadi in Rajasthan and Begusarai
in Bihar have topped the [QAr list. But the country's pollution challenge continues to be
framed largely in terms of a crisis in big city govemance,

A knowledge base on pollutants is some Tier 2 cities is being built up gradually. The
number of pollution monitoring stations has increased from 37 in 2015 to more than
1,000 {including manually operated ones) in 2023, l'hese however, represent less than
aquarter of the country’s requirement. Small citi

Assam
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ignty over Chagos, and this is obvi-
ously keeping with our long-standing posi-
tion with regard to decolonisation and sup-
jpart for soversignty and territorial integriny
of other countries.” Bravo!

Chagos is just one mone territory that the
neo-imperialist supporters of United States
President Donald Trumpare Laying claim to.
Last Dctober, the British government agreed
tovhand over Chagos lslands, which are home
to the US military base at Diego Garcia, o
Mauritius. A Republican senator and Trump
supporter, John Kennedy, recently warned
London thatit could damage its relationship
with the USifits decision o cede sovereigniy
of thie Chagns 1slands to Manritius threatened
the future of the LIS military base on the is-
land of Diego Garcia,

DMisri's statement came, interestingly, a
day after External Affairs Minister 5§
Jaishankar's visit to London, Clearly, there
is a message in there for Washington.
Ironically, it emanated from the centre of
one of the biggest empires of the colonial
era. American imperialist ambitions and
pretensions recently articulated by Trump
have sparked off debates around the wud:l
on the legiti of territorial
ment in this day and age,

The present territory of all the three so-
called “Great Powers” — the US, China and
Russia — is the legacy of imperial conguest

b Som Till the fith

2ith century, few questioned this phenom-
enon by which nations were created and re-
shaped, Europe spread itself around the
globe, legitimising its acouisition of territory
an every continent, The US took its final
shape through the cnnquﬂst of tcrnwry
from
the Atlantic o the Pacific. China marched into
the heart of Asia absorbing Tibet and more.
It was in India that the greatest and
longest battle against imperialism was
launched. India as it now exists is in fact the
only modern nation that ocoupies less terri-
tory than its ancient historical footprint.
‘While there are some in India who still nur-
ture territorial ambitions with their theory

The focus on Trump’s
threats on trade and tariffs
and on the theatrics in the
daily circus at the White
House have diverted
attention from the U8

imperative that post-
colonial nations like India,
Brazil, members of ASEAN
and the African Union join
hands and convene a global
Convention against neo-
imperialism, All major

powers, including the US,
China and Russia, must be

Lt on notice.

i Whatsapp Channel hitps: J.Mhal.c:pp.ulm...hmneln'fﬂl?\"ml\"kl‘!\ﬂ[ JOKHSoBADF

of *Akhand Bharat", the republic of free India
has never harboured extraterritorial ambi-
tions or imperialist fantasies,
The history of the 20th century has been
ahistory of the struggle against imperialism
f it i

an
held its head high. The acquisition of Sikkim
Wwias a minor transgression but that of a fmee
coastal territories was in line with India’s
pushback against European colonialism.
n i e

bers of ASEAN and the African Union join
hands and convene a global convention
against nea-imperialism, All major powers,
including the LS, China and Russia, must be
puton notice. The victories of the hard-won
struggles of the 20th century will not be al-
loweed to go to waste inthe 215t

Chagos may be a speck in a vast ocean.
Just asthe PanamaCanal is but a narmow nav-
|ga|:|lclann lnssudl mmglcspats that have

¥
on India to continue tw be the voice of ant-
impeerialism and anti-colonialism.

India’s struggle against imperialism in-
spired anti-colonial across the

for centuries.
Trump has raised the spectre of imperialist
ambitions once again, not just eyeing such
specks and spots but laying claim to the vast
f Canada and Greenland,

world, reshaping the 20th century’s global
map. At the end of the 20th century’s “war
of colondal conguest”, when the ambitions
of Germany and Japan were thwarted and
the British Empire retreated, the interna-
tiomal community created the United
Nations, making an explicit pledge against
territorial expansionism. The UN Charter
commitsits members to refrain in their
temational relations from the threat or use of
foroe against the territorial inbegrity or polit-
ical independence of any state, orin any other
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of
the United Natioms®,

Interestingly, the Chagns decision shows
the British government in a good light It of-
fiers an opportunity for Britain, home to the
last great empire, to make common cause
with its colonies and revive the
Commomwealth as an institution, In a rap-
idly changing weorld in which plurilateral
groupings such as BRICS, ASEAN, the Quad,
SC0and the African Union have become im-
portant  regional  platforms,  the
Commomeealth has the opportunity to rein-
vent itself as an association of post-colonial
nations standing up for the principles of ter-
ritorial integrity and sawymgnry It would

The G i Indi d make forani of the idea
rectly to the Russian invasion of Ukraine by of the Commonsealth,
invoking the UN Charter’s explicit commit- By taking a stand on Chagos, India has
member nati hopefully jor power
the territorial ityand igntyofall  for there has b finit of activi
nation-states, India has also the globe POWETS GOE again ac-

territorial claims of other major powers.
Hence, the Indian statement on Mauritius
should be welcomed.

India and Mauritius may well agree to
allorw the LS and the UK to continue to op-
erate their military base from Diego Garcia.
However, this would requine US recogni-
tion of the sovereignty of Mauritius over
the islands. The Chagos [slands are an ob-
scure set of dots in the Indian Ocean.
Hiwvever, the gjection of "outside” powers
in any region is a cause that has acquired
Ereat importance once again.

The focus on Trump's threats on trade
and tariffs and on the theatrics in the daily
cm:us at the White House have diverted at-

quiring territory or laying claim. India should
join hands with other post-colonial nations
‘o re-ignite global :nnsclmmuss abaunm-
perialism and the L
tosocieties around the world,
ane M!nlsmr Marendra Moddi :Ild wnll
durk g of the G
vene and a.mtulam the Woice of the Clnhal
South, With Trump intent on dumping the
G20, as indicated by the US boycott of the
G0 meetingsin South Africa, itwould be op-
portune for the Global Souths to collectively
denounce the neo-imperialist ambitions of
ITAJT POWETS.

thee LIS President impel
alist fantasies. However, it is imperati

post-cobonial nations like ndia, Brazil, mem-

The wwriter was member, Netional

Security v if India, 1999-2001
and media advi: MJMMHEMmmera_[
Incia, 2004-08

DARK CIRCLES TELL STORIES

Asurvey shows women sleep far less than men. The reasons aren't hard to discern

M(JUMIm ALAM

and policy. There is very little micro data on most of the 74 Indian cities listed in the 10Ar
report, According to.a 2023 study by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), bareky
12 per cent of India’s 4,000 census towns and cities are covered under air quality moni-
toring mechanisms. The analysis by the New Delhi-based organisation shows that 62 per
cent of the country's population is outside the real-time mondtoring network. The other

major problemis ¢ e Mational Clean Air ¥ argeted
ir i i i seenasalocal problem
cities and states are, by and large, left to their devices and wessuchas

Drelhi's annual health crisis do not lead to a modicum of cooperation,
The IQWir report underlines that pollution affects even the developed economies,
However, the least developed and emerging economies are the most affected, India's
i Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal, are poar The prob-
lem's mnsbuundary nature has been evident for long. In rmcmtlmeiupcns have been
advocati i dtiple airsheds — i
makes it difficult for them to disperse pollutants. However, cooperation between the
South Asian neighbours has been underwhelming. The IQAIr report is another reminder

that such intransigence doesn't work,
Tasirs FREE Telegram Channel https/it me/+Bu7senHpOdhl 0Dyl

SAY WOOF

New study says people don't really get dogs as well as they
think they do. Blame it on the human tendency to project

HE WRITER ADAM Gopnik once ohserved that somewhere between dogs'

limnitless intuition about people and their inner lives, and people’s limitless

imagination about dogs and their inner lives is where the human-canine re-

lationship is formed. There is great solace o be found in the belief that be-
mans — wh are lonely despite and because of their uniquely complex communication
cultures — can form lasting bonds of understanding with at least one other species, im-
perfect as such a connection may be. Ittums out, however, that even this may be too op-
timistic, and that people don't really get dogs as well as they think they do.

The authors of a new study, ‘Barking up the wrong tree; Human perception of dog
emotions is influenced by extraneous factors’, have found that people's perception of a
dog's emations is almost entirely based on context cues; Everything but the dog itself, in
otherwords, Complicating this picture is the human tendency to project emotions — a use-
ful quality when it comes to creative, imaginative tasks like writing books and making
mawies, but one that can hamper other activities like leash training a dog, Here, the prob-
lem is not so much the language gulf, but people’s inability to *read"” their closest coms-
panions on any terms bt their own,

Itmay be time that dogs don't stions the way h do. And
aswith arman or canine, it il o paying chose attention to the
other party, instead of relying on one's own imagination of how they might think and iml

The stuy* lati he question: Isit time the popular
of cats as inscrutable, m i d 7 It may well be that cats are all that — it
s likelier, however, that imply as chueless y

WHEN DID ¥OU bast sbeep well? People often
askme after seeing the dark circles under my
eyes, These dark cirdles never go away, be-
canse | never sleep well, How can 1? As awork-
ing woman who is a single parent — the pri-
mary caregiver of my da — I suffer from
time-poverty. | don't have time to eat prop-
erlyor to sleep properly. | have towork all the
time. As a person living in a semi-urban area,
neither dol eam well encugh o avail myself
9(241? hausuhal:l hc]p norde | have profes-
e fat my waorkplace.
After the drudgmy of a long day at work, the
word "empowerment” seems like a myth,
ResMed, a global health technology
leader, recently revealed in its fifth Global
Sleep Survey(India) that people are losing at
least three nights of restorative sleep each
week And, as expected, the report suggests
that womenexperience poorer sleep quality
than men. According to the report, they ex-
perience fewer nights of good sleep perweek
compared to men (3,83 vs, 413), They also
struggle mone with falling asleep (38 per cent
v, 20 per cent), with hormonal changes be-
inga key factor, Menopause significantly im-
jpacts sheep, with 44 per cent of menopawsal
women worldwide struggling to fall asleep
at least three times a week, compared to 33
percent of non-menopausal women, InIndia,
women (17 per cent) are more likely than

A hlgn.:uum is that women

men {12 per cent) to take sick leave due to
poor sheep.

Clearky, women are suffering from a sleep
crisis, But why? A big reason is that women
remain the primary caregivers in the famiky,
Furbath dul:lrm andeldcﬂy pmph H.Mng a
domes-
tic chores, With mr\glnﬂa}mand the grow-
ingaspirations of the neoliberal market econ-
omy, in many households, women are
alhnmm\md;uummnm mth:mn-

The government, too, has not focused on
the creation of a proper ecosystem for
women inworkplaces or at home, How mary
government-run creches do we have?
W ; o

leaving their children with nannies who
might be inefficient or careless. Some are
forced to keave their children with their par-
ents hack at home,

Sleep poverty is particularly a problem
among lactating mothers. In the first fow

dition that domestice
are not disrupied. In places like Mumhal. itis

eEr

years of mol , sleep is a casualty.
Often, the maternity leave that is sanctioned
is not encugh, And with the mass privatisa-

remain the primary caregi
in the family, for both
children and elderly people.
Having a steady job does not
relieve them from domestic
chores. With rising inflation
and the growing aspirations
of the neoliberal market
economy, in many
households, women are
allowed to work outside the
home on the condition that

rearing are not disrupted.

for dinner eveningc

home | Milanjana Bhowmicl, Liss DurM'ndam'
Told Us), With the constant ticking of adock in
their ears, it's no wonder that women don't
sheepwell —tocope with the workload of the
home and the workplace, sleep is the first
thing tn be sacrificed.

Inthe last few decades, a phrase we've of -
ten heard is “women's empowerment”, We
teach our daughters to be financially inde-
pendent and pursue careers, but we have
never tried to put in place a mechanism that
«can relieve women of the burden of house-
hold chores. Neither have we taught our sons
toshare these responsibilities, “Women 'sem-
powerment™ thus becomes nothing shortof
the exploitation of women's labour,

tion of jobs, leave policies are be-
coming more regressive, Women e
in some states get CCL (child care keave) for
‘twoyears il their children tum 18 But every
female employee knows how tough it is i
et CCL approved, with a male-dominated
leadership posing a significant hurdle.
Ground realities in India are often grim-
mer than what data reflects, There is alsoa
lack of good data — with the diversity that
India has, it's very difficult for any organisa-
tion i give near-perfect data. But just look at
the dark circles under women's eyes, They tell
us what we need to know, Let women sheep.

Alam is a poet and writer based
in North Bengal
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MARCH 12,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

CHERNENKO DEAD

THE SOVIET PRESIDENT and Communist
Farty General Secretary, Konstantin
Chernenko, died at the age of 73 after a
grave illness and was succeeded by Mikhail
% Gorbachev — long considered
Chernenko's number two — as the party
«hief. The oldest person to hold the top
post, Chernenko was in office for the
briefest period — just under 13 months
compared to the 15 months of his prede-
cessor, Yurd Andropos.

GORBACHEV TAKES OVER
WITHTHE ELECTION of Mikhail Sergeevich

Gorbachev to the post of general secretary
of the CPSLU, the leadership of the Soviet
Union has passed into the hands of a new
generation born much after the October
Revelution, Born on March 2, 1931, he re-
cently celebrated his 54th birthday, Known
asan ap'u:nlmn: wizard, M made his mark
in political life by pol
region into a rich granary.

AKALIS OUT OF JAIL

THE GOWERNMENT HAS ordered the release
of eight important Akali leaders who were
ind ion under th i Act,

Se

G 5Tohra, president of the SGPC, and Parkash
Singh Badal, former Punjab chief minister,
hawe not been released. There is a case
against Tohra on charges of waging war
against the government,

SHASTRI'S AUDI

THE BOARD OF Control for Cricket in India
has decided to request the government to
‘waive the customs duty, as a special case,
on the Audi car won by Ravi Shastri, de-
clared champion of champions in the World
Championship of Cricket in Melbourne.
Uncler mormal cire the combined

including Akali Dal president Harchand
Singh Longowal. Ironically, two top leaders,

duty would have been about as much asthe
value of the car (about Rs 4 lakh).
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From Delhi to Port Louis

India’s relations with Mauritius rest not just on shared ethnicity, but also on a reliable partnership to
strengthen the island nation's sovereignty. PM Modi's visit will strengthen ties

RA LJ‘] ANDALA
BY C Raja MOHAN

FEW COUNTRIES ARE closer to India than
Mauritius. The ties that bind Delhi to Port
Lwls.t.he cml alMalntlls .m:lmnyﬂu:y
inc opu-
lation, constituting nearly 70 percentofits 1.3
million people. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's ungumg\a:rttoﬂv:lsLm:lStAﬁ!,almnst
exactly a decade after his last visit in March
2015, is about lending deeper strategic sub-
stanoe tiy this special bilateral relationship.

Modi's 2015 wisit to Mauritius and
Seychelles marked a recognition of the re-
newed geopolitical significance of the
Westemn Indian Ocean slands. Modi's speech
outlining India’s SAGAR {security and growth
for all)ambition also highlighted the urgency
of putting the Indian Ocean at the top of ndia’s
diplomatic agenda.

But the geopolitics of the region have be-
come even more contested and demanding
over the last decade. India has its task cut out
m raising its game in Mauritius and the

jian Ocean i chors,
including Europe, Russia, China, Gulf states
and Turkey, jostle for greater influence in the
region. Central toDelhi's task is the clear recog-
nition that Mauritius is not an extension of
India, dlspuhcthcmm\gbmudsufc&mc kin-

eration between London and Port Louis.
From the geopolitical perspective,
Mauritius has extended the lease on Diego
{Garcia for 99 years, helping retain the US mil-
itary base there, Although the Tories in the
UK and some Republicans in the US have de-
nounced this agreement as paving the way
for Chinese dominance of the Indian Ocean,
it does exacthy the opposite by retaining the
US base with Mauritius's consent. This
should help sustain a bong-term US military
presence in the Indian Ocean amid China's
growing strategic foous on the littoral. During
Eritish PM Keir Starmer's wisit to Washington
last month, President Donald Trump en-

ship. 1as a geopolitic ity and

dorsed th

agency all of its own.
= S

Fnr Indla and PM Modi, wlu:l stuod b

the wordd cap
plex evohation of modemn world politics mone
succinctly than Mauritius, Consider, forexam-
ple, its cobondal history. All European colonial
powers — including the Portuguese, Dutch,
French, and British — showed up here Itsinde-
pendence from Britain did not end its batthe
agmnstm]mlalum Onr: of the last vestiges of
[ ut oy
recently \mtl\ the agreement between Port
Lowis and Londonover the Chagos archipelago.

When Britain gave independence to
Mauritius in 1968, it separated part of the
Chagos archipelagn into the “British Indian
‘Ocean Territory™ and gave the island of Diego
(Garcia on lease to the United States, which set
up a major military hase on the island. Over
the last couple of decades, Maurltlus had
mounted a patient but pe bal cam-

its struggrhe to regain
it isammttdmlndiplunuricsaﬁsm
Diethi was instrumental in promoting a prag-
matic agreement between Mauritius and the
UK that would meet India's regional security
concems over China’s expanding naval pro-
file in the Indian Ocean,

Meamwvhile, India's construction of logis-
tics infrastructure on Agaléga Island under-
lines both Mauritius's enduring geopolitical
significance i n the ]n:llan Ocean and Delhi's
Erowing
Many things have changed in world politics
over the centuries, but the importance of ge-
ographic location remains constant.
Mauritius's critical position in the Western
Indian Ocean eamed it the name "Starand Key
ofthe hdianOc{:an"

down the

paign to reclaim its sovereignty over the

Mncan cnastandenumng the Indian Ocean
aiﬂ:r passmg the Cape of Good Hope.

The UK-Mauritius agreement
on Chagos holds profound
legal, geopolitical, and
humanitarian significance.
Froim the legal standpoint, the
agreement reaffirms
Mauritius's sovereignty over
Chagos. Tt aligns with the
advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice
(ICT) in 2019, which

51

Py 1 Mauritius's claim

(Chagos archipelagn.

The UE-Mauriti on Chagos
holds profound legal, gropolitical, and he-
manitarian significance. Fromth

point, the agreement reaffirms Mauritius's
sovereignty over Chagns laligns with the ad-
visary opinion of the International Court of
Justice (IC]) in 2019, which supported
Mauritius's claim to the archipelago, This
move stmngﬂlcnslnmma(lnnal law by re-

i ...nnnml andsetsa

tothie omaand jour-
neyupthe African coast and across the Indian
Ocean The opening of the Suez Canal in the
mid-19th century seemed to reduce the m-
portance of Mauritius and the Western Indian
Ocean islands. But the two World Wars and
the Cobd War thrust Mauritius back into the
centre stage of workd politics.

Bmamk decline as a great power and its.
from the Indian Ocean in 1970

nn-rndmt.... i rritorial dis-
putes between European powers and post-
colonial states. The agreement between

was followed by a large American military
presence inthe Middle East and Indian Ocean
region. The US-Soviet rivalry during the Cold

Mauritius and the UK also hu-
manitarian concerns of the people dispos-

It
the hasis lm'lm\g—!ﬂnnmvimmmn; coop-

War
and Maoscow for military access to key loca-
tions in the Indian Ocean, including the
‘Western Indian Ocean islands.

Toin FREE Whatsagp Channel hitps:/iwhatsapp.cam/channel 029Van2VRbS RGIOKHEcBANF

to the archipelago. This move
strengthens international law
by respecting decolonisation
principles and sets a
precedent for resolving
similar territorial disputes
between European powers
and post-colonial states. The
agreement between Mauritius
and the UK also addresses
the humanitarian concerns of
the people dispossessed
during decolonisation.

R Sasikumar
Whi “old War's enc ifio-

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Returning Pabistan to the top of world cricket will be an arduous challenge. But for
now, that is India’s place — it has the team and the influence to hold on to ic”

= DAWN

Green shoots
in the Valley

J&K is on the cusp of a major economic
transformation. Private investment will need to
be nurtured, ecological concerns addressed

ROHIT KANSAL AND
DIPANKAR SENGUPTA

riences. A rethinking via convergence with
diverse sectors such as sports, fashion, cui-
sine, crafts, wellness and healthcare is
needed. Weddings, golf circuits, health re-
sorts, handicraft centres and even educa-
tion can beimaginatively blended to create
high-value tourism Awell-crafted tourism
strategy will not only absorb the increased
touristarrivals but also promote unique hue-
ury experiences by beveraging |&K's natu-
ﬁ' mngﬂu such as stunning locales and
Iscapes. Thisin b ill

JAABMUAND KASHMIR hasbeenin the news:
since the beginning of this year for the nght
reasons. On January 13, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi inaugurated the Sonmarg:
Tunnel,astrategmcally significant project that
will lead to wear-round connectivity to the
‘tourist resort of Sonmarg and eventually to
Ladakh. Then, on January 25, the trial un of
the | rinagarVande Bharat was com-

«cus away from the islands, China's rise and
growing influence in the Indian Ocean littoral
has made Mauritius and other islands in the
region —including Comoms, Madagascar, the
Frenchterritory of Réunion, and Seychelles —
azoneof geopolitical contestation,

China's growing reliance on African and

pleted, making Srinagar fully ready to wel-
wome the arrival of the first train connecting:
the Kashmir Valley with the rest of the coun-
try. On the same-day, oneof India's top cement

cruine
amajority stake in JakCslargest cement com-
party, making it the firstsuch I.ng:pman:lrp

Middbe Eastern resource: iction af
nwnrlnkmmn: pmjansmdudmgmns
Sir the PLA's
eagerness to project naval power into the
Indian Ocean, and its establishrment of its first
foreign ml'htary base in Djibouti underscore
Beijing's growing salience in the Western
Indian Ocean.

China has also consistently courted
Mauritius and other Western Indian Ocean
islands. It has convened two Indian Ocean
conferences focusing on the island states in
recent years. Beyond the military dimen-
sion, China recognises Mauritius's geo-eco-
nomic importance.

During the 19th century, Maurluuswasan
important node in Indian Ocean
facilitating the movement of capital and
labour acmoss the region and developing sugar
plantations to serve the world market.

vestment turing Valley.
It is easy to read these developments as
a N:su]t ulmcmllcydphyslca]andm

nomic

W

increased revenues, Thoughtful policieson
ecological conservation and carrying-ca-
pacity assessmients must, hoerever, acoom-
i L

parny any
pansion would ultimately harm the very
industryitseeks to

Another low-hanging En.ul 5 horticul-
ture. However, yields per hectare in crops
like apple — the mainstay of this sector —
are currently low, One estimate puts the
current yields at less than an eighth of those
in Italy and New Zealand. While efforts at
intensive orcharding and promotion pf
high-yielding varieties are already on, an
equally critical component would be to add
value to the crop rather than ship it to the
restof the country, as is largely being done
today. With better connectivity removing
bottlenecks, investments in post-harvest
and cold chain infrastructure and process-
ing parks can help the region capture

the Centre pusr?ﬂig..m
ture push has seen massive improvements:
not just in rail and road infrastructure but
alsoin ydropower capacity and power in-
frastructure, Tocite justome metric, the pace:
of road construction tripled from 6.5, kilo-
metres per day in 2019 to 205 kilometres
per day at the end of 2022, However, it
L

greater 1its produce. With global
demand for organic and spediality foods
rising emphasis on high-valwe crops such
as saffron, walnuts and exotic berries can
help JaK's horticulture secior increase its
current Bs 10,000 crore size manifold.

At 9.5 per cent, [&K's growth rate is
pmm]slng Hnwwer it has o far been

Wl

thesedevelopments from the prism of eco-
nomic potentiality —not justwhat hasbeen
achieved so far but, as Shakespeare would
have said, a real possibility of “a tide... which,
taken atthe flood, [can) bead on to fortune”,
The increased integration opens real possi-
bilities for an economic transformatlon

P and icvi-
sion, past-colonial Maritius has transformed
itself into a regional financial hub, a centre of
conmectivity networks, and a bridge between
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.
Itisn't just China that's now interested in
theWestern Indian Ocean. Europe isattempt-
ing to reclaim a strategic presence in the t-
toral The Gulf countries, with theirvast fman-
cial power, have become influential actors in

which we
away from its current dependence on the

largel investment.and gov-
ernment expenditure. The overwhelming
response to the 2021 New Industrial
Dnﬂluprmmsdwmfur]‘&& provides the

ility of strongly supg ing this
with private imvestment-led growth, The re-
cently concluded cement deal underlines
the magnetic role that local NEurs
can play in this. With Indian GCCs | Global
Capahility Centres) being the ghobal toast

C for nearty half of i
diture. Three key areas stand ouwt as critical o
‘this transformation.

The first one is clearly tourism. The rap-
idly expanding rail and road network will

and their mi t to Tier 2 and Tier 3
cities being planned, |8 can make a credi-
ble bid for this expanding pie as well.
Hm:wndrcm:mmpcmunﬂw
imvest g thegreen

bringincr Theex-
tension of the railways has already made
hitherto poarly connected areas like Gool,

the region. Russia, ran, and allac-

and Khari ly accesshle,

tively expanding their regional involvement.

Asacomplement toits prosperity rooted
in global connections, Mauritius has devel-
oped balanced ties with all major powers
while strengthening its strategic autonomy.
Delhi's success in Port Louis stems not from

The engineering marvel of the highest rail
bridge on the Chenab near 5 Idan isa

shaatsof tor interestin JK need
to be carefully nurtured. Current investors,
especialty bocal people, would nead tobe ac-
thvely encouraged bohelp ex pand their exist-
ing buslnmy:san:l |nw5tm NEWET ONEs,
el facilitative

‘tourist destination in itself. While hidden
e like Bani, Dudu Basantgarh, Gurezand
Bangus are becoming more acoessible due to
an expanding road network, traditional

shared ethnicity but from beinga
benign partner in boosting Mauritius's sov-
ereignty, That Delhi is determined to
strengthen this unigque bilateral strategic
partnership, with all its regicmal and ghobal
dimensions, is the main message from the
PM's wisit o Mauritius,

like Gulmarg and Pahalgam are
witnessing increasing footfalls.

To reap the benefits of increased con-
nectivity and larger inflows, [&E will have
‘to reimagine its tourism strategy. This will
require better carrying capacity and mone
infrastructure — more hotel rooms, im-

regime, particularly in terms of availability
of land, provisioning of infrastructure and
wtilities, facilitating acoess to capital and skill
development initiatives, As alate entrant to
this race, [&K needs vast improvements in
governance capacities and faster response
times, [&K is today at the cusp of a major
SomL A wirtuows cye
ments— from targeted public investment,
strong infrastructure growth, committed
central support and increasing private in-
en s future,

proved urban services like and

The writeris a contrif
international affirs for The Indian T-_xpmss
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Rewriting the score

Oscar-winning documentary speaks of classical music's gendered world

SUANSHU KHURANA

IN THE 19605, when noted conductor Zubin
Mehta was at the peak of his pmﬂ'mnna]cm—
imence, hemad

siclansin classical orchestras.” 'I\v.urnan slife
inthe orchestra is not as long as a man's; she
s just not as good at Eﬂasaman is, ln:had
said, a statement echoing pres-

tigious orchestras.

conductor
of the bs)\r@eles Philharmonic Orchestra,
where he had ance imposed a limit of 16 on
the numberofwomen in the orchestra, [t was

acarry-over from his days at the all-
male Vienna Philharmonic, his learning
ground and the first orchiestra he veould con-
duct. & Time magazine article in 1966 spoke
of how “women were ll-tuned tothe igours
of symphony life and played erratically dur-

It's interesting how O'Brien, who retired
from the orchestra in 2021 after a 55-year-
bong career, didn 't want a film to be made on
her. She told her niece that she wasn't im-
portant enough. The davghter of movie ac-
tors George (VBrien and Margaret Churchill,
she would shrink fror o, thinking

hy
ditiomed from behind a screen ina thickly car-
peted area where their heels would not give
awvay their gender.
Among the many battles that have and
an‘hﬂru;inughr by women in the world of
the foremost remains that of

that the other members, the men, would re-

rmmbulu: pla;mr.’\bbm(umnr\ndm in 1982,

sent her for it. "The double bass is in th

porting role in an orchestra. You don't want
o stick out. You're the floor under every-
baody; that would mollapse if it wasn't secure,”
she says in the film. Bemstedin, in one of his
letters, once wrote, “Whenever [look in her
direction, | see her intently looking back at
me and | marvel at this concentration. How
does she do it? Has she memaorised every
note of every bass part in every work we

Imgmenstruation or werned
about family problems”, The same article
calbed double bassist Orin O'Brien, the first
woman to join the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra full-time under the direction of

play? It is as i as any other mira-
cle.” But O'Brien played and she persisted.
The documentary on OBrien is also a re-
minger of the gendered world of classical mu-
sicwhere men and women did not play mu-

thecityof

Munldl Eordlscnrnmatlon after shewasde-

lemd as first trombone in blind auditions,
Shewas also denied solos and was being paid
bess than her male counterparts. During the
legal battle, lawyers blamed her physical
strength for demaotion, following which
Conant had to go through a battery of tests
including blood being drawn from her ear,
getting her ribcage examined and blowing
through numerous machines to measure the
capacity of her lungs. [t took her 13 years, in-
cluding four toget her position back and five
lurequa] pay, for begal recognition of the dis-

Leonard Bernstein — Mehta's colleague and + sic together, where icians hadto  « 1. Thenth principal flautist
friend — “as curvy as the dwhlcbassshl: overcome discrimination — their talent and  Elizabeth Rowe's lavesuit in 2018 against the
' [= s theirpresencedeemeda Boston Symphony Orchestra demanding

plays” It forgnt tom
img and musical excellence or that shewas an
wsher at Carnegie Hall for two years and im-
bibed every note with the wtmost attention.

Almost half a century later, a documen-
rary made by O'Brien’s niece Molly O'Brien,
The Only Girl in the Orchestro, which tells the

distraction — just to perseverein theirchosen
wocation. Conductor Vasily Petrenko said
about a decade agn, "A cute girl on a podium
means that musicians think about other
things". In 1930, when Amtonia Brico became
the first woman to ever conduct anorchestra,

story of her struggles haswon
an Acadermy fward for the Best Documentary
Short Film.

twasc d “daring”. She was called a
“fernale conductor”, her gender qualifying her
professional position. The arrival of blind au-

that she be paid as much as the other princi-
pal musicians in the orchestra.

‘Numm were banm:d from auditioning
for ViennaPhi wnic until
a5 late as 1997, when they were forced to ac-
cept Anna Lelkes as a temparary ha.rpnas
there was a dearth of mal

evision The cameras had been instructed to
panonmale musicians The press secretary of
the Phillarmaonic said in 1996, “compensat-
ing for the expected leaves of absence™ [mean-
ing maternity beave Jwas a problem that they
did not “yet see how toget a grip on™. The first
time the Vienna Philharmonic appointed a
WHTLEN musician ina permanent role was in
2003, Ursula Plaichinger, a 27-year-old viola
player, became the first worman to play in the
orchestra in 158 years. The Philharmonic
made sure that Plaichinger did not speak in
any interviews. Once race is thrown into the
mix, the jou becomes even 5

O°Brien’s beautifully told story brings
women in classical orchestra into the spat-
light, many of whom have had to work dou-
by hard to prove themselves and yet listen
to things like "your place is in the kitchen”,
as Austrian conductor Hans Swarowsky
once told Lelkes. The gender gap sounds
shocking in this day and age but it continues
o exist in many orchestras, But the tide is
aleo turning. Women recently surpassed
the number of men in the New York
Philharmonic: Now there are 45 women
and 44 men, This little win may not heal the
vears of explicit bias, but it's a start. O'Brien,
now 89 years old, is still teaching the nu-
ances of double bass. The attention at the
Oscars would probahly have fazed her.
Perhaps she hid behind her giant double
bass dwith it

i d, neitherwas her --ud
in the programme, norwas sheshownon tel-

swanshur,

ment, better internal road net-

wo’r‘i: expanded public transport and Kaonsalis o senior IAS officer of the former
tighter regulation. But beyond the basics, & codre; Sengupte is professor of
JEE will require a more creative strategy de- evonomics at the University of fammu, The
signed to offer more exchusive tourist expe- i personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CRICKETING GLORY BUILDING TRUST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The win-
ning habit’ [1E, March 11). India’s spin
quartet bowled like a well-oiled ma-
«chine, turning the screws on oppasition
hatsmien. The hatting lineup was versa-
tile and reliable, and everyone con-
tributed to the tournament, With four
all-moamgders, the team's balance was per-
fiect. Winning two badeto-hack white-
hall ICC toumaments saysa lot about our
strengths, However, this should not mask
the weaknesses in Test matches. The
BCCT mustensure that no player plays all
three Formats in order to build a strong
Testteam capabie of regaining lost glory.

Hal Govind, Naido

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, The win-
ning habit'(1E, March 11 The victory at
the Dubai International Cricket Stadium
highlights India's dominance. Across 24
ICC tournament matches—induding the
2023 ODI World Cup, the 2024 T20
‘World Cup, and the Champions
Trophy—Rohit Sharma's men have se-
‘cured 23 wins, anastounding 9583 per-
‘cent success rate, Contributions from
Rohit Sharrma, Virat Kohl, Shreyas yer,
KL Rahul, and Hardik Pandya under-
scored the collective effort, while ona
sluggish pitch, India's strategy of field-
ing four spinners proved decisive.
Selectors must now look ahead to the
2027 OD1World Cup.

5% Paul, Nadia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Challenge:
of peace’ (IE, March 11}, The Manipur
ethnic strife brings intothe limelight the
entrenched suspicion between Meitei
and Kuki groups, stoked by segregation
and a failed bid for reconciliation. The

TN, 1
it may be, has led to even more distur-
bance, Does this mean that peace can-
not be ushered inwithout addressing
past grievances and building trust? |t is
through comprehensive outreach that
reconciliation must be achieved.

Anshu Bhati, Femsarai

PROTECTING DIGNITY

THIS REFERSTO the article, "Not another
Pretty Woman'(IE. March 11). National
AIDS Controd Organisation [NACO) data
highlights that there are over 8 lakh
‘women sex workers in India, among
whom jected to
abuse, as provided by the NCRE report:
(202021 ) Fernale sexworkers are maone
vulnerabile o diseases like AIDS, ST, and
cervical cancer. The Supremse Court in
2011 extended the right to dignity under
Artiche 21 to ey workers and suggested
certain rights by constituting a panel, A
balanced approach is needed — one thar
provides themwith legal protection, en-
sures consent, and offers rehabilitation
through Law and awarensess campaigns.

Valbhaw Goyal, Chandizarh
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In 2017, the train was extended to
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EXPLAINED
The Baloch insurgents behind the Pakistan train
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If thiere are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

RISHIKASINGH Peshawar in Khyber P; htunkhmfonjuur—
NEW DELHI, MARCH 11 neyof 1,600 b, touching: mur “Jmﬂ mss . Islamabad
Impaortant Pakistani cities along the way.
INSURGENTS OF the Balochistan Liberation Operations of the train have been fre- AFGHANISTAN ~ Rawalpindi
Army (BLA) stopped a long-distance trainin quuntlymwned by the raging Baloch mil- IRAN Ab-s-Clurn
amugged ith of Quetia ancy. 5 ded fro ...Mgusl o
and took passengers hostage on Tuesday, 25!70 October 10 last year after a series of Mach — Lahare
In a statement, the BLA said they had  bombings by the BLA destroyed critical in-
Killed 20 Pakistani Army personnel, shot  frastructure, including a railway bridge on QUETTA —~g
downa military drone, and were holding 182 the train's route,
people hostage, Reuters reported, In early November, 62 people were mm‘:&:‘ ._Sl-:l Bahawalpur
Among the hostages were killed in a blast at Quetta rail- A Cimplnk o
active-duty personnel of the E XPLAI N ED way station, The following g’all Balochistan
Pak Army, the Inter-Services month, services of the train government PAKISTAN
Intelligence,  and  Anti- TERROR were suspended again over se-
Terrorism Force, the BLA said, curity concerns, ME’ Gwadar Karachi |
o .
The train and attacks The Majeed Brigade &
The nine-coach [affar Express, whichwas The BLA are a Baloch ethnonationalist ARABIAN SEA
headed to Peshawar from Quetta, was tar-  group whoemerged in the early 20005 with
geted between Pehro Kunri and Gadalarin - the aim of achieving independence for
the Bolan area of Kachhi district, a Balochistan. Pakistan banned the nrga.msa— doch he | f
Balochi nent tion in 2006, and the L
Armed men stopped the train with  itas aglobal terrorist organisation in 2019. hllll‘ isad
arcund 500 people on board in Tunnel Mo, 8, In its statement, the BLA said that itsfi- Tlll’IGIIMl)"I
according  to  Contreller  Railways  dayeen or suicide squad unit Majeed mm]hmggm
Muhammad Kashif, Brigade was leading Tuesday's hijacking of close to theattack site.

The train, named after Mir Jaffar Khan
Jamali, a Baloch tribal leader who was close
to Pakistan's founsder Muhammad Al finnah,
began running between the capital of
Balochistan province and Rawalpindi more
than 20 years ago.

the Jaffar Express,

The Majeed Brigade has beenactive since
2011, and has been involved in other strikes,
including on a complex near Balochistan's
Gwadar port in March 2024, which resulted
inthe deaths of several security personmel

(W3] GLOB

WHY FORMER PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT
RODRIGO DUTERTE WAS ARRESTED

FORMER PHILIPPMNES President Rodrigo
Duterte was arrested on Twesday on a
warrant issued by the International
Criminal Court [ICC), which was investi-
gating allegations that "crimes against
humanity” were committed during his
so-called “waron drugs”,

The ICC, which has 125 countries as
its members, has international jurisdic-
tion over four types of crimes; crimes
against umanity, genocide, crimes of ag-
gression, and war crimes. [t can step in
when countries are unwilling or unable
to prosecute suspects for these crimes.

Y t

Rodrigo Duterte during aspeech in
the Philippines in 2021, feviers

Allegations against Duterte

Before becoming President in 2016,
Duterte was the mayor of Davao, a sprawl-
ing southem metropolis, for 22 years, and
gained Farme for making the city one of the
country's safest from street crimes. He
used Davao's reputation tocasthimself as
atough-talking anti-establishment politi-
cian ahead of the 206 elections,

In the fimal campaign rally that year,
Duterte todd the crowd to “forget the Laws
on human rights”. He added, "You drug
pushers, holdup men and do-nothings,
you better goout,,, Because 'l kill you,”

During his six-year term, which
ended in 2022, more than 6,000 suspects
were killed by police or unknown as-
sailants as part of his"waron drugs" cam-
paign. A UN report subsequently revealed
that mst of the victims were young, poos
urban males, and that “the police who do

in 2009, The international court first toak
novte of the alleged abuses in 2016, and
started its investigation in 2021, It covered
cases from Movember 2001, when Duterte
was mayor of Davao, to March 2019,

The political angle
Duterte’s arrest has come at a time
when his mlatlonshlp with Pmsldcnt
Marcos |r has ds
Iy, hlarcos rose to the presidency al-
e! orming a political alliance with
Duterte's davghter Sara, who was elected
as his Vice President. However, Marcos
and Sara got embroiled ina political ts-
sle.especially due to their differing views
on the relationship of the Philippines
with the LIS and China,
The Philippines had decided tonot re-
Jeinthe IO but the Marcos government in
013 q.mﬂyalluwnd the court’s investiga-

not need hor armest con-
duct house raids, systematically forced
suspects to make self-incriminating
statements or risk facing lethal force,” ac-

cording tea report by the BAC,
Duterte, whodenied all the acousations,
the Phili i

thePhi Lastyear, the

couniry's House of Representatives also

started aninguiry into Duterte’s drug war,

Duterte remains a popular leader in

the country, and his daughter is expected

to be a presidential candidate in 2028,
NEV
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and militants,

The BLA's Special Tactical Operations
Squad [STOS), Fatah Squad, and Zirab Units
were also invohved in Tuesday's operation,

HARISH DAMODARAN

THE RABI (winter-spring ) crop, especially
wheat, is still in the Field and one can't be fully
sure about the yields o be harvested, But
production concerns are not confined to
wheat, Equally, if not morne, serious is the sit-
uation with regard to sugar. The output
prospects and stock position, which also
matter for food inflation, seem maost uncer-
tain in these tovo commedities today,

Wheat: Managing stocks

Inwheat, the silver lining is the opening
stocks before the new crop's procurement
from April 1,

Last year's stocks in government
godowns on April 1,at 75.02 lakh tonnes (1],
weere the lowest for this date since the 58,03
Itof 2008 and just over the required mini-
mum buffer of 746 It

A major reason for the stocks depleting
v 16-year-low was the 2024 Lok Sabha
election. During 2023-24 { April-March ), a
record 100.88 It of wheat was offloaded from
the Food Corporation of Indias stocks into
the open market, Much of those sales, inchd-
ing 6,73 Itunder the Bharat Atta scheme of-
fering wheat flour at asubsidised retail price
of Rs 275 kg, happened in the run-up to the
pols from Movernber 2023,

Although the aggressive open market
sales then helped moderate wheat prices,
the stepwas arisky gamble. Had the 2023-24
crop burned out bad — like in the previous
rwo years — government agencies would
have struggled to procure suffickent wheat
o replenish the barely above-buffer stocks,

Thankfully, production was reasonable
enough to enable procurement of 266 It,
mare than the 262 It and 188 It of 2023 and
2022 respectively. However, it was nowhere
near the 341-434 [t range of the preceding

the statement said,

The Baloch insurgency
Balochistan is the largest but keast popa-

Pakistan Tourism X! @Pakistonannat

The 10-coach train came under
attack near Tunnel Number 8 ina
rugged, sparsely ated
mnnulnwsam?kﬂ}llm hasa
networkof 17 tunnels, including
the historic Mashkal Raibway
Tunnel {above) built by the British
inthe late 19th century,

hijacking

thecountry.

Leaders of the ethnic Baloch minority
have long blamed the central government
for the region's economic backwardness, as
well as the stranglehold of Punjab over the
COUNLTY'S FESOURCes,

Adter Partition, Balochistan remained in-
dependent until March 1948 as partof a
friendship treaty with the new state of
Pakistan. The Khan of Kalat, the main tribal
leader whaose writ ran over much of the re-
gion, was keen to remain independent, but
came under tremendous pressure to join
Pakistan, including from his feudatories, the
rubers of Makran, Las Bela, and Kharan.

He signed the instrument of accession,
st the sentiment in favour of Baloch inde-

ndence remained alive,

Tens of thousands of Baloch nationalists
andcivilianshave been killedinthe Wy
ower the past decades. Pakistan has acoused
India of aiding the Baloch insurgent groups —
an allegation that India has stronghy denisd,

Oweer the Last several years, Baloch insur-
gents have targeted Chinese personnel and
assets involved in the construction of infra-
structure for the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor [CPEC), In October 2024, two
Chinese nationals were killed in a suicide

lated of Pakistan's four provinces. It has sub-
stantial reserves of oil and gas, alongside gold
and copper deposits, but has lagged in eoo-
nomic groswth compared oother regions in

EXPLAINED VeI

Sugar,wheat & food inflation

Precarious stock levels, production uncertainties have made the last mile of disinflation most challenging
in sugar and wheat. For wheat, it's important that temperatures remain within range in the coming weeks

WHEAT PROCUREMENT AND OPENING STOCKS
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— from the second to thind week of Marchin

This time, the gy has mot taken
any risk, It has offloaded just 3,59 lvof wheat
under the open market sale and Bharat Atta
schemes during April-January 2024-25, and

wore than 30 1t for thy
fiscal Covernment stocks as of March 1 were
around 140 |t, and are projected ak 120 |t at
the start of the new procurement season
froem April 1, That's higher than Last year's 75
It opening stocks.

Wheat is wholesaling in Delhi at Rs
2.800-2 950 per quintal, compared to Rs
2,400-2 450 a year agp, The Centre, unlilke
Last year, has not sought to cool down prices
through excessive open market sales and
stock drawdown, Instead, it has imposed
sloclcm,g limits, with traders not being al-

than 2! and re-
tailers only 4 tonnes for each outlet. These
limits are applicabde until March 31,

It's all about temperatures

Having more stocks relative to last year
gives the government some comifort, reduc-
ing its pressure to procure to that extent,

For now, open market rates — Rs 2,900-
2,950quintal in Delhi and Rs 2,540-2,550in
Madhya Pradesh’s (MP) Ujjain and Indore
mundis — are ruling above the Centre’s min-
imum suppart price of Rs 2,425,

Prices may ease once the new crop arrives

tra and Gujarat, third week of
Barch to first week of Apeil in MP, and early
April in Rajasthan, The extent of fall in prices
will depend on how high the production is,
‘While the Agriculture Ministry's recond
1.154.30 It output estimate may be prema-
ture, ground reports suggest a bumper crop
incentral India, This wasn't the case last time,
when grain yiekds fell due to the delayed on-
setof winter (affecting the crop's vegetative
growth and tillering ) followed by foggy
weather with a lack of sunshine in January
b Yo diseed setting).
There have been no major temperature

bombing forwhich the BLA claimed respon-
sibility. These attacks have been chalked up
o a lack of faith in how these major infra-
structure projects might benefit the local
Baloch population.

as good as last year, the inflation woes in
wheat will end, with no dearth of grain in
mandis or government warehouses,

Situation in sugar: Not as sweet

Things don't ook so sanguine in sugar,
where all output estimates have gome avry.

Initial estimates by the Indian Sugar &
Bip-Energy Manufacturers Association
pegged gross production of the sweetener
for the 2024-25 seasan [ October-Sepeember)
at333 . This —after deducting 40 ltof sugar
diverted to make ethanol for blending with
petrol — translated into a net output of 203
It, doawn from 319 It in 2023-24,

But as the crushing season has pro-
gressed, the estimates have been continu-
ously reduced, As of February 28, net pro-
duction was hardly 220 It, against 255 It for
the same period of 2023-24. Moreover, outof
533 mills, 186 had ceased to crush for wang
of cane, versus 72 last year.

Latest industry estimates put net sugar
productionat 265 It, with some even project-
ingitat 255 It Given 79,23 It of opening stocks,
285 It domestic consumption, and 10 It ex-
ports (which the govermment permitted on
January 20, a net production of 265 [twould
leave 4923 It available on September 30,

The dosing stocks would be lower if pro-
duction falls to 255 It, At below 40 It, they
would suffice for less than 1.7 months of do-
meesticconsumption. That. by itself isn'aprob-
ke, Butwith Divwali and Dussehra both Blling
in October, and mills not bcglnnmgl:nuhug

fog/ concitions this time,
Rajhir Yadav, principal scientist at the Mew
Delhi-based Indian Agricultural Research
Institute, expects average wheat yields in MP
o be 15-20% more than Last year,

The question mark is mainly over yields
innorthand northwest India, where the crop
isinthe grain-filling stage, Usually, every ex-
tra day during this peried confers an addi-
tional wheat yield of 40-50 kg per hectare,
5o long as maximum temperatures don't
cross 35 degrees Celsius and there are no
sudden spikes, the kernels will keep acou-
mulating starch and other nutrient matier.

Currently, the temperatures are well
within range, If they remain so into April and
yields in north and northwest India tum out

MNovember, it can crea
mand-supply mismatch and increase prices.

Ex-factory sugar prices are already at Rs
ANA0-4110 per kg in Uttar Pradesh {LIP) and
Rs 38-38.70 in Maharashtra, up from their
comesponding year-ago levels of Rs 37.30-
3850 and Rs 33,80-34.25. It would not be
surprising if the government clamps stock
limits on sugar, or even makes it easier toim-
port in the months ahead.

The impact of subpar 2023-24 rainfall in
Maharashira and Kamataka, besides the in-
creased susceptibility of the dominant Co-
0238 sugarcane variety in UP to red rot dis-
ease and top shoot borer pest attacks, have
been underestimated. And it is showing in
the prodhsction numbers too,

Delhi’s air worst among capitals, Byrnihat's the world’s most foul: new report

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW DELHI MARCH 11

ASWISS company that tracks global air qual-
ity has named Dedhi as the worlkd's most pol-
heted naticnal capital for the sixth straight
wear Thineen ofthe world's 20 most polluted
cities ame in Inclia, acconding bo the Workd Air
Quality Report for 2024 re-
leased by IQAIron Tuesday,

The most polluted city in
the world is Byrnihat on the
border of Assam  and
Meghalaya, according to the report. 1A
examined data collected from 40,000 air
quality monitoring stations in 138 countries.

Thee report looked specifically at con-
centrations of fine particulate matter, or
P25, one of the smallest but most dan-
gerous of pollutanis,

PM2.5 comes from sources such as the

TELLING

combustion of fossil fuels, and can cause
respiratory problems, chronic kidney dis-
ease, cancer, and stroke or heart attacks,

A global problem

In 2024, most of the global population
weas breathing dirty air, the report shows,

Only 12 countries, regions, and territories
recorded PM25 concentrations below the
‘Waorld Health Organization's
{WHO) recommended aver-
age annual limit of 5 g/m3,

Mast of these countries
were in Latin America, the
Caribbean, or the Oceania region,

The five most polluted countries, ac-
cording to the report, were Chad,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Congo, and India,
with annual average PM2.5 concentrations
of 918 ugims3, 78 pm3, 73.7 pr/md, 58.2
pe/m3, and 50.6 pg/m3 respectively,

Only 17% of the 8,954 cities around the:

2024 GLOBAL PM2.5 MAP ANNUAL HOURS SPENT PM2.5 ANNUAL AVERAGE
AT DIFFERENT PM2.5 (pg/m3) OVER 5 YEARS
. INNEW DELHI wDel  ®Kolketa  ®Mumbal
R oo WHyderabad » Bangaluru #Chennal
g - 120 4
oo 4 ‘/-‘/—'
T .
\ BO% a0 ]
N 20% a0+ ﬁ
| ——
H 10 18 25 a5 50 i,en B E H B B R T
Source:Warld Air Quality Report for 2024 2020 2022 2024 2020 2022 2024

Join
air quality that met
PM2.5 puidelines, The 20 most polluted
cities - located in India, Kazakhstan, Chad,
Pakistan, and China - excesded these guide-

i Telegram Channel bttps: /it me/+BuTsenHpOd hiODg1
workd mcurclcg WHO |M;£;mumman 10 times,

Pollution in India
Ar 50,6 pgfm3, India's average PM2.5

concentration last year was 7% lower than
in 2003 (544 g/ m3)
However, i i de it tothe

Byrnihat, the most palluted city in the
world, had an annual average PM2.5 con-
centration of 1282 pg/m3,

Diefhi contimsed to sse high levels of pal-
lution, with an anmal average of 916 pz/m3
in 2024, which was almost unchanged from
the 92.7 pg/ma3 recorded in 2023,

India's northem states, particularky, wit-
nessed severe pollution episodes in 2024, the
report noted, For instance, "Jamuary air qual-
irywascq:nu'ally poar in Dethi and Hirmachal

if polluti
Nmr.-mbﬂ in Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh,
Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh,

Crop stubble-burning remained the ma-
_jor contribastor to PM2.5 bevels, accounting.
for G0 of pollution during peak periods,

Other major sources of pollution in the
country included vehicular emissions, in-
dustrial discharges, and construction dust,

list of the world's 10 most polluted.

the report said,
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New, greener electrochemical
process turns urine into plant fuel

The process, described in Neture Catalysis, proposes to convert urea, a nitrogen-rich compound in urine, into a crystalline peroxide derivative called percarbamide. Thus, it
strikes two targets at once: enabling the treatment of urine in urban wastewater and transforming it into a useful resource

Sanjukta Mondal

n the 17th century, a German

alchemist named Hennig Brand

was on a quest to find the

“philosopher’s stone,” a mysterious
object that could turn any ordinary metal
into gold. When he realised the golden
colour of urine, he believed it contained
tiny particles of the precious metal.

Brand then collected urine from
himself, his family, and beer drinkers at
his local pub and began distilling it in the
hope of inding gold at the end. There was
no gold, alas, but the siver lining was that
Erand discovered the element
phosphorus.

In fact, some call urine “liquid gold”
because it is loaded with elements that
plants desire. The waste product is
packed with phosphorus, potassium, and
nitregen in the form of urea, the "Big
Three™ nutrients that fuel plant growth
and form the backbone of commercial
fertilizers,

Two birds, one stone

A new electrochemical technique
published in the journal Natwre Catalysis
now proposes to separate urea from urine
in its solid form via a greener, less.
energy-consuming process. This method
comverts urea, a nitrogen-ich compound
in urine, into a crystalline peroxide
derivative called percarbamide.

Thus, it strikes two targets at once:
enabling the treatment of urine in urban
wastewater and transforming it into a
useful resource.

Humans obtain nitrogen from food,
convert it into urea, and excrete it
through urine. Since urea is rich in
mitrogen, it has the potential to be a
natural fertiliszer. In theory, returning the
nutrients to the soil could complete the
nitrogen cycle, but scientists currenthy
lack efficient methods to extract urea
directly from urine, leaving a crucial gap
in this cycle, Xinjian $hi, a researcher at
Henan University, China, and the first
author of the new study, said.

“0ur team's research fills this gap.”

Pee-cycling to close the loop
An adult produces around 450-680 litres
of urine, researcher Bjiirn Vinneris
estimated in a 2002 study. The substance
is 95% water, yet the annual output also
contains around 4 kg of nitrogen and 0.3
kg of phosphorus, enough tw grow wheat
for one loaf of bread every day for a
whole year.

1fit's so0 valuable, why flush it down the
toilet? The answer is that urine is a
complex system, and many of its
components, especially salts, interfere

with processes that can extract urea alone
from wastewater, Shi said. The team’s
study claims to have jumped this barrier.

Urea is made up of nitrogen, oxygen,
and hydrogen and is prone to forming
hydrogen bonds with other molecules,
including urea itself. When these bonds
form, the compound's physical and
chemical properties tend to change. This
tendency turmed out to be a
game-changer in the separation process,

For example, when urea forms
hydrogen bonds with hydrogen peroxide,
it forms percarbamide, a white,
crystalline solid that can be precipitated
out from urine with high purity.

Percabadmide is known for its ability
to steadily release active oxygen, making
it a valuable candidate for processes that
need to supply mopgen for other chemical
reactions. Another key trait of this
substance is its ability to accelerate the
recovery of urea from urine.

To take advantage of this property, the
researchers developed an in-situ
electrochemical technique that uses
graphitic carbon-based catalysts to
convert urea in urine into percarbamide.
Achieving almost 100% purity, the team
used this process to effectively extract
percarbamide from both human and
animal urine.

While the result was promising, the
true focus of the researchers was
something else.

A eureka moment

At first, the researchers focused on one
problem: keeping hydrogen peroxide
stable in liquid form at higher
concentrations. They began exploring

A farmer sprinkles urea on a crop of finger millet on the utskirts of Bengaluru, sr

Percabadmide is known for its
ability to steadilv release active
oxyvgen, making it a valuable
candidate for processes that need
Ly S OXY! for other
chemical reactions. Another key
trait of this substance is its ability

to accelerate the recovery of urea
from urine

whether it could be solidified directly
within a solution with a compatible
material. Urea seemed lke a promising
option — but commercially made urea is
quite expensive,

“Then, we suddenly thought, if we
could use it within the urine system, it
would not only achieve the original goal
but also address the issues of urine
treatment and nitrogen cycling. Wouldn't
that be a win-win?” Shi asked.

With this insight, the researchers
designed an activated graphitic carbon
catalyst. Graphite is a soft crystal made of
carbon atoms. Activated graphitic carbon
is a porous form of graphite subsequently
modified to further increase its surface
area, making it mone reactive.

In this case, it was engineered to
enhance two chemical reactions, or
pathways, that produce solid

In pathway 1, urea reacts directly with
hydrogen peroxide in the presence of a
catalyst that facilitates interactions
between the two molecules. In pathway
I, urea binds to a hydroperooyl (-*00H)
intermediate, a highly reactive and
shortdived molecule. Then it gains

‘hydrogen jons (H) and triggers a reaction
to form percarbamide in the presence of a
catalyst that enhances hydrogen bonding.

The activated graphitic carbon catalyst
was suitable for both pathways.

‘Waste is golden?

After several rounds of trial and error, the
researchers found they could maximise
percarbamide production by holding the
concentration of urea between 15% and
3&%. They also found that maintaining
temperatures just above freezing at a
slightly acidic pH of around 4 works best
foor the process.

According to the researchers, the pure
percarbamide extracted from this new
process combines the best of both worlds:
the nitrogen-rich benefits of urea and the
axidative power of hydrogen peroxide,
unlocking new possibilities for sustainable
applications.

"When the solid product is collected
and used as fertilizer, nitrogen is slowly
released, while also promoting root
respiration and facilitating crop growth,”
Shi said. is process fully addresses the
missing link in the nitrogen cycle that
exists in human society”™

The team has also expressed
exritement about bringing together
resource recovery and recycling with
wastewater treatment in the future. They
believe this innovative approach can
change how we think about and use
wiste,

{Sanjukta Mondal is a
chemist-turned-science-writer with
experience in writing popular science
articles and scripes for STEM YouTube
charnels. sanjuktomondal smy@gmail com)
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Uriree |5 knawn as “hquid gald.
It &5 packed with phosphonus,
potasium, and nitrogen in
the farm of wiea, the 'Big
Three' nutrients that fuel
plant growth and farm the
backbane of commercial
fertilizers

-

An adult produces 450-680
litres of urine, which is 5%
water, yet the annual output
alen contains around 4 kg of
nitregen and 0.3 kg of
phespharus, enough to grow
wheat for one leafl of bread
enery day for a whole year
-

Researchers found they could
maximise percarbamide
production by holding the
concentration of urea
between 15% and 38%. “When
the solid product is used as
fertilizer, nitrogen is released
slowly, it alen promates root
respiration and crop growth’

Lie detectors: reading your vitals

Q: How does a
lie detector
work?
Az A polygraph,
also called a
lie-detector test,
is generally used
during interrogation by police.
The instrument works by
recording physiclogical
functions such as bloed
pressure, heartbeat, respiration,
and perspiration.
A prneumograph tube is fastened
around the person's chest, and a
blood-pressure-pulse cuff is
strapped around the arm. The
psychogalvanic skin reflex, an
electro-dermal response, and
the flow of current between
different parts of the body are
also measured. Sensitive
electrodes are used to pick up

A persan undertakes an early version of the polygraph test.
us Fa

are ineffective, unreliable, and easily overcome.
The modern polygraph was first constructed in
1821 by John Larson, a medical student at the
University of California, along with a police
aofficer. His instrument was capable of
continuously recording blood pressure, pulse,
and respiration. While the device has been in use
since 1924, it has not been accepted as proof of
truth-telling in courtrooms.

the impulses, which are
recarded on a moving graphi
paper. The parameters are
recorded when a suspect
answers questions put to them
by an operator. The data is then
used as the basis for deciding
whether the person is lying.
‘When a person lies, the graph
deviates from the 'normal’
shape in one or more of the
body functions. Such changes

- The Hindu Bureau

were believed to occur due to For feedback and suggestions
the emotional response to for ‘Science), please write to
telling a lie. sclence@thehindu.co.n

0One of three wind turbines, built and operated by the renewable energles company Valarem, as part of a wind farm in Andilly-les-Marals near La Rochelle, westenn France on
Miarch 10. A wind farm with the three highest national wind turbines cul minating at 120m for the axls and 200m at the top of the blades, ts to be officially inaugurated in May. aFe

There is consensus among with the subject “Daily page’

scientists today that polygraphs
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,

— Rammnath Goenka

LOOMING RECESSION IN
THE US.BODES ILL FOR
INDIA’'S GROWTH STORY

MERICAN voters love Donald Tramp for his disrup-

tive volatility. But this time, he seems to have bitten

off more than his countrymen can chew. Markets

around the world have been spooked by Trump slap-

ping tariffs on both friends and foes. Though he has
paused action against Mexico and Canada till next month,
he has gone through with a 20 percent impost on China.
India too is in line for a hit from April 2. These signals, to-
gether with Trump's refusal to rule out a recession in the
US, sparked Monday's meltdown in the US that shaved off
$1.75 rillion. The tech-heavy Nasdaq suffered the sharpest
single-day decline sinee September 2022, with Tesla shares
being the heaviest drag. Both the Dow Jones Indusirial Aver-
age and the S&P 500 plunged almost 3 percent.

‘Trump believes this is transitory turbulence and, in the
long run, the US stands to gain billions of dollars from tar-
iffs and the revival of the ‘rust belt’ industries it lost to
China, Mexico and other cheap-labour hubs. The market
fears the opposite, Tariffs will make imports and local man-
ufacturing more expensive, and slow down consumer spend-
ing, the heart of the US economy. While the American

has repeatedly belied predi of recession,
thereare some new, worrisome tell 4ales, The job market has
slowed. Consumer spending is falling and consumer confi-
dence is the lowest sinee last August. Other indicators such
as creditcard dues soaring to$1.21 trillion and late payment
on autoe leans ballooning also bode i1l

‘Trump tariffs are now the strongest headwind against glo-
bal economic growth. Reversing the efficient glohal distribu-
tion of proeduction will hurt consumers everywhere, As for
India, a recession oreven a slowdown in the USwill have serd-
ous repercussions. The US is India's largest trading pariner,
clocking nearly $1530 billion in bilateral goods trade in 2024;
more importantly, we logged a trade surplus of nearly $80
billion kst year; India's tech industey is virtually joined at the
hip with the US and any slowdown there will result in job
losses at home and lower remittances. There is still time to
learn foom China: the best way forward 18 to bulld an economy
on high imvestment lead ing to higher consumption at home,

MANIPURIN FORA LONG
SPELL OF CENTRAL RULE

HEN retired Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar

Bhalla was appointed governor of riot-torn Ma-

nipur last December, it was evident to the discern.

ing that the Centre had major plans to change the

status quo in the state. Bhalla is an able administrea.
tor who is perhaps on his toughest assignment so far Soon
enough, Chief Minister N Biren Singh was shown the door
ared Manipur placed under pres ident's rule. Singh was a light.
ning rod for controversy and seen as representing the inter
ests of the majority Meitel community in a state that has
Nagas and Kuki-Zos as well. Bhalla started well by issuing a
public appeal to surrender firearms looted from the armour
Bes thus far. The weapons returned by the deadline kst week
are a fraction of the estimated 6,000 plus stolen from poliee
and military camps ever sinee violenoe broke out in 2023 fol -
lowingan illadvised judicial order on jobs quota.

Manipur’s topography is such that the Meiteis live in the
Irnphal valley surrounded by the Kuki-Zos based in the hills.
When the ethniefaultlines grew deeper, their compartmen-
talisation became total. Now, members of one community
cannot even dream of taking a highway that cuts through
the landmass controlled by the other without threat to life
and limb. As a result, Meiteis can only fly in and out of Im-
phal, and Kukis cannot even step into the Imphal valley,
forget driving to the alrport there. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's recent fiat on restoring fiee movement in the
state was read by the Kuki-Zos as facilitating Meited travel
through their territory, and opposed tooth and nail. Two
buses sent to the Kuki-majority areas of Kangpokpi and
Churachandpur on March 8 as an exploratory exercise were
wandalised. One life was lost in the resultant clash with se-
curity forces, And the Kuki-Zos impoesed indefinite shut-
down in the districts dominated by them.

The ethnic violence has reignited Kuki-Zo sub-national-
ismand aspirations for a separate land. To participate in the
peace process, they want aseparate administration and Un-
fon Territory status with a legislature. Expecting them to
vield in the short run would be naive. At a debate in pariia-
ment, the government claimed Manipur's law and order
situation has improved, However, the state appears headed
for a long phase of central rule,

o T
THE E-FRAUD FIGHT ABROAD

NOTHER group of Indians lured into working at cyber-

erimecentres abroad were brought back an Monday: The 263

people flown back from Mae Sot in Thailand are the latest
of several batches repatriated over the last two vears from scam
hotpots spread between Myanmar and Cambodia. The UN said
last August that hundreds of thousands of Asians had been
trafficked to these scam centres, Those trapped are forced to
work on money laundering, gambling and cryptocurrency
Tranuds in slave-dike conditions. Given that t dsof Indians
ae still said to be trapped, the government must table a white

paper giving a clear picture of the solutions worked upon.

EDITORIAL

WEDNESDAY |

HE Ranveer Allahbadia epi-
sode has posed some conse-
quential questions on freedom
of expression, obscenity, and
the extent and nature of re-
strictions onindividual liberty
According to some viewers, Al-
lahbadia’s comments on the YouTube
show India's Got Latent were lnced more
with profanities than with humeur: Mul-
tiple police reports were registered
against him in different states. He, in
turn, approached the Supreme Court
challenging them. The court prevented
Allahbadia’s arvest, but as a pre-emptive
injunction also prohibited him from air-
ing any wew content untll further orders.
This is deeply troubling.

During the hearing, the Supreme Court
underlined the need to have a national
law on digital content, a suggestion that
was readily accepted by the Centre. The
Union government ks of the view that a
new begal framework o regulate content
an digital platforms should be evelved.
According to the central government, the
“misuse of free speech’ on digital plat-
forms calls for stronger lyws. Pertinently
the Union's move ks at the instance of ob-
servations from the top court. Thissiua-
thon Is extremely problematic.

Freedom of expression is a constitu-
tional imperative, [t'smot as if a majority
of the people on their own will always
achieve and maintain it. Had that been
the case, total itarian regimes in the guise
of socialism ar autocracles disguised as
democracies could not have come into be-
ing. Many people might opt for the secu-
rity of ‘unfreedom’ rather than the un-
certainties of freedom.

Many written constitutions understand
this historical reality ancl, therefore, guar
antee freedom of expression as anenforoe-
able fundamental right. This is the ration-
ale behind Article 19(1)a) of the Indian
Constitution, which says that except by
way of reasonable restrictions under Ar-
ticke 192, a citizen’s freedom of thought
and expression cannot be curtailed. If a
legislation or executive order tends to ab-
rogate this liberty, the constitutional
courts will have to scan such action.

There woukl be many tempiations—
political or otherwise—for the regime
of the day to promulgate draconian
laws. As famously said by James Madi-
son and reiterated by Justice Felix
Frankfurter of the US Supreme Court,
all power is “of an encroaching na-
ture”, Therefore, judicial vigilance on
curtailment of frecdom is the ultimate
safeguand in such situations.

On December 1, 1948, Thakur Das

The fact that we have a right

say something doesn’t necessarily
mean that it is right to do so

There is no dearth of laws addressing obscenity or profanity,
Rather than suggesting more curbs on the freedom of speech,
the judiciary should address the laws' overuse and misuse

WHEN JOKES NEED
TO BE PROTECTED BY
THE CONSTITUTION

A

KALEESWARAM RAJ

Bhargava underined in the Constitwent
Assembly the need for the restrictions on
freedom tobe reasonable. He asked, “Are
the destinies of the people of this coun:
try and the natlonals of this country and
their rights to be regulated by the exeou-
tive and by the legislature, or by the
courts™ He held that “the Supreme
Court should ultimately be the arbiter
and should have the final say™ in such
situations. He added, “If you put the
word Teasonable’ (in the article later
numbered 19). you will be giving the
courts the final anthority tosay whether
the restrictions put are reasonable.”

Twuo things follow: any restriction on
speech should be reasonable, and if it's
not, it's for aconstitutional court tostrike
down the unresonable act.
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In Karwshal Kishor (2023, the Supreme
Court considerad whether there could be
restrictions on the freedom of speech of
publie functionaries, other than what is
permissible under Article 19(2). The
question was correctly answered by the
court in the negative, Kaushal Kishor,
among other things, dealt with hate
speech by political leaders and came
down heavily on such acts Yet, crucially,
the basic em bargo against additional re-
strictions was cleady upheld.

Duringa hearing in Gurban AN (2022),
when Justioe K M Joseph, who led the

nch, wis about tosuggest more kws to
regulate hate speech, the possibility of
having more draconian laws and thelr
selective use was highlighted against
what fell from the bench, A view ex:

Hadine
Strosen

prressed by legal scholar Nodine Strossen
in her book Hate: Why We Shonld Resist
it with Free Speech—the remedy against
hate speech Hes in more spoech, and not
in censorship—was cited by this writer,
which the bench graciously accepted.

Criminalising joke or profanity also
requires a cautbous approsch. The judi-
cial restraint shown by the benches in
Kaushal Kishor and Qurban Alf in not
sugzesting add itional regualations should
hawve beena guiding lght in the Allahba-
dia case as well.

It'snotas if there isany vacuum in In-
dian law on obscenity. The Supreme
Court in Ranjit Udeshi (1961) invoked the
Hicklin test based on the potential of the
work to deprave or corrupt a valnerable
reader. That led to the endorsement of
punishment for possessing or selling D H
Lawrenon'snovel Lady Chatterfey's Lover.
However, in Aveek Sarfarr (2014), the court
discarded this outdated approach and
o ptead the community standand test.

o Ity or profanity i very well ad-
dressed by the exdsting Lows in India. Sec
tion 67 of the Information Technology Act
says that publication or transmission of
obscene materials in the electronic form
is pumishabbe, Sections 24, 295 and 26 o)
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita also penal-
ise obscenity Provisions in the Indecent
Representation of Women (Prohibitlon)
Act also ame dfective. Therefore, the per-
otived legal vacuum on the topic is a
myth, which the top court and the Centre
unfortunately failed to approciate.

Allahbacdia'’s case shows it"s not the
dearth of laws, but abuse of the existing
anes in registering multiple police com:
plainis that's of concern. The misuse, dis-
e or overuseof kaws is an Indian reality
It has happened in the reoent past o vie:
timise political dissidents and journalists
who dared to speak truth to power

The Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita or
criminal procedure code permits the reg:
istration of multiple police complaints
on the same incident, and it is by using
the law’s indulgence that such com:
plaints are drawnup.

This complex issue requires a judicial
solutjon, which is the real challenge the
court will have to take up for considera:
tion in Allahbadia’s case. Instead, if the
court treads the wrong path by issuing gag
orders against those who approach itand
instigating the executive or the legislatre
to-come up with additional restrictions, it
would be antithetical to the counterma:
Joritarian role that the constitutional
courts are supposed to play

(Views are personal)
ihaleestwaramrals grall conm )

COST OF INTELLIGENCE:
CAN AI SUSTAIN ITSELF?

RTIFICIAL intelligence firms
are grappling with significant
financial challenges despite rap-
id growth. OpenAl CEO S'lm
Altman revealed that his com-
pany was losing money on its
#00a-month ChaGPT Pro sub-
seriptions, as operational costs—estimated
at §700,000 daily—far exceeded revenues.
With projected Josses of 5 billion in 2024
against revenues of $3.7 billion, the com.
pany isstruggl ing to sustain the high costs
of running advanced Al models while
maintaining user accessibilite

This highlightsa bromder issee inthe Al
industry: balancing innovation, scalabil-
bty and profitability in a sector whene re
soroe consumption grows exponentially
with usage, necessitating constant recali-
bration of business modeds.

The substantial costs lmurn.:l by Al

are deeply rooted inth

taticnal and infrastructural demands nf
trainingand deploying larpescale Al mod:
els. Training state-of-the-art models like
GPT involves processing vast datasets to
finetune billkons of parameters, This proe-
55 requires extensive use of high-per-
formance hardware deployed in lange chus-
ters to manage distributed training. The
computational workload requires signifi-
cant energy often measured in terawati-
hours, with estimates for training some of
the largest models reaching tens of mil-
lions of dollars per iteration.

The cost of inferenoe—servicing user
queries—adids a layer of complexity Live
deployment requines robust cloud infra-
structure with low-latency response times
to handle millions of simultancous inter-
actions. This necessitates investments in
scalable storage systems, data pipelines
and load-talancing mechanisms alongside
peograph feally distributed data centnes,

Additional expenses arise from the need
for cont inuous updates of these models,
Companies invest heavily in algorithmic
refinements such as reinforeement bearn:
ing and prompt engincering 1o improve
performance and adapt to evolving use.
Guardrails for safety, firness, and ethical
compliance also requireongoing research,
testing and implementation,

Data pre processing—clean ing., lbelling
and augmenting datasets used for model
training—constitutes asignificant portion
of the costs. This is often coupled with the
cost of poquiring proprietary data.

To manage this ccosystem, Al compa-
nies often invest in dedicated engineering

T

ADITYA SINHA

teams to oversee model deployment, trou-
bleshoot performance issues and ensure
uptime, which entails further Iabour and
administrative costs.

So companjes offering generative Al so-
lutions have yet to identify an optimal
mechanism to achieve financial sustaina.
bility without relying onexternal funding.
Perplexity Al's CEO Aravind Srinivas re-
cently proposed an innovat ive approach
for monetising Al applications. He sug-
gested that Alagents could take a cut from

AImodels can be highly expensive:

to build and run. To monetise Al
applications, Perplexity CED Aravind
Srinivas has suggested ads Largeting
Alagentsinstead of people. [t raises
ethical questions while fundamentally
changing how advertising works

the transactions they facilitate, creating a
unigque advertising model where vendors
pay 1o display ads—not 10 users directly,
but to the Al agents themselves.

This shifts the competithon from vying
for the user's attention tocapturing the Al
agent‘sattention, fundamentally changing
how advertising and monetisation operate
in an Aldriven ecosystem. Users would
remain ad-free, while Al agents decide
which vendor offerings to prioritise based
on the advertising inputs they receive.

At first glance, this innovative idea
sounds likea win-win. It might well bethe
future of marketing inan Aldriven world.
But it has several problems, At its core,
this approach exacerbates information
asynunetry. a wc]] documented issue in
both imics, by ob g

@:

Puble puly el

the mechanisms through which Al agents
prioritise decisions.

Users are excluded from understanding
the transactional dynamics influencing
the Al's chelees, undermining the princk
pheal informed consent and liniting their
ability to make autonomous decisions.
This lack of transparency raises concerns
about moral autenomy, as articulated in
Kantian ethics, which emphasises the ne-
cessity of preserving individual agency

This maodel commodifies the decision:
making process of Alby monetising its at.
tention. It transforms a supposedly objec:
tive process into one influenced by
financial incentives. This introduces a
market logic to what should ideally be a
rational, unbiased process, undermining
the philosophical ideal of Al as a tool for
informed decision-making and fairmess.

While users are direct exposune
toads, thelr autonomy in decision making
is compromised. Users rely on the Al

Wil h
to which vendor-paid inputs shape these
decisions. This creates a soft paternalism
where choices are made on behalf of ind
widuals in ways they cannot scrutinkse.

11 vendor payments influence decisions,
the moral responsibility for potential
harm becomes blurred. This raises philo-
sophical questions about who is ethieally
accountable—the Al developers, the ven-
dors or the system itself.

Whil swill sirive ctise
thieir Al models, achieving this goal is far
mare complex than itappears. Models that
prioritise revenue through vendor-driven
advertising or transactional cuts risk al
fenating users if they perceive the Al as
biased, These strategies often encounter
operational challenges such as ensuring
transparency, avolding monopelies and
complying with regulations designed to
protect consumer rights.

Successfully monetising Al requires in-
novative approaches that align financial
incentives with user satisfaction, fairmess,
and long-term sustainability, making the
process mone about ethical and technical
ingenuity than business acumen,

(Wiews are personal)

MAILBAG
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School reforms

Rl Chverhaul residential schools for paoy kids
(Mar 11). The alarming state of residential
whools i Odisha demands urgent attention.
The lack of medical care, unhygienic
tonditions, and sheer negligence have twned
these institutions ino death traps for
underprivileged students, The gevernment
must &1 immediately to reform these schools
o protect the future of our nation,

Aman

Teacher's responsibility

The cheap values that ase often deep rooted
among tribal giils are that getting married it
more bunrious than studying. Even teachers
are weowilling to take revolutionary steps
topsh those poten tial scientists, sport
persons, doctors. ete. Teachers should be
reminded of thelr respon sibélity so our nation
okt ot lose native talents.
Tedaswini Naya h, Semiliguda

Unnecaessary commant

Ref: Fievy Dty One a5 language mow explodes

i Lok Sabha (Mae 11). 1 don't think the

Implementation of the National Eduration

Palicy should be mandatory, The stw

approach could be optional. Der country

follows the cenfederation style of goveiance.

The comment of Unin education minster

lenm hmmm"ml Hadu being
'ls mﬂh!!!l’r L

Kevin Joseph, Nagercoll

Political gimmick

I Tamil Madu, Dravidian parties oppase
national policies in general and the Hind
language in particulas. The neling DMK in TH
e 1 be palitivising 1he three- language
policy in erder to derive mileage. This 13
unbecoming of & progressive party like the DMK
Govar dhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Canada ties

Ref: Canadla PU-efect to reset Indla ties (M
10). The PM-elect of Canada, Mark Carney, has
expieiied hiss intentions ko mend fences with
Indla, Wich wates has already flowed under
the bridge, v his new gowernment has topush
thit el ope Lo nairow 1he chaim betwien
Indo-Canada relations.

Challenging path

It I3 a welome initlative that Canadian
PM-lect Caeney is &l set 1o renew the

dhete riorating Ries with hndia. Though he has a
peomising start. e faces a raft of challenging
tasks internally and externally. He has to
wiik on Canada's wobbly econosmy as well a5
WS President Donald Trump's massive tariff
againit ks nation’s goods.

Rajamani Chelladural,
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Deflated dreams
China bets on tech to avoid slowdown

heweeklong Nutlonal People’s Congress of the Chinese Communist Party
this year was — s It usually Is — a celebration of President XI Jinping's
leadership. The optimism on display might sit somesdhit swlowardly with
the rest of the econemie news cut of China, however, Dellatlenary pressure
B beeome diffieult to gnove, with prices fulling for consumers over the llrst months
of the year, signifying that demand |s still weak and overcapacity o problem, This
fodlows two years In which broad measures of prices appear to have slipped Imo
deflationary terrdtory. Questions sbout the excess capacity In the economy will
becomeeven mone ungent as and when vardous trade restrictions and taslifs prondsed
by the new administratbon in the United States begin to bite, The government has
hccl\quhe sunguine in public uhoullhclarli!n. Inclicating thit domestic lssues take
bt thast confids il be dismissed. In this case, external factors
wIIJ only Intensify domestic structural problemns, which have been bullding up for
mlmel.llm: (.whlamﬂnori percent arui Innulm turgets of 2 per cent, therefore,
k 1 Chinese prices and
mducllun —suchas mclalnemon.u frosen Il — will rieed to be revahied.
possible “lapanifeation” of Chilnn,
Mcrcru.lnullw long, deflutlenary fon that plagued the J;
alterits boom led in the early 19908, In 19908 Japan, is l|1( I1im|.thLﬁm1rld
wans extended by a property market, which overextended Btself and did not wind
itself up in a tmely manner. About $18 trilllon in wealth may have been lost by
Chinese households thanks to Its real estate trowbles, meaning that it will ke a
Ionu while for consumer demand to revive, l‘hmin thuslll.l.lc sgn of resolution of
he feimbalnee between el 1, which
s centrad to China's current problems. In real terms, this |11c|||1n|.h|u capltal is belng
misallocated on an enormous scale: Firms are maintalning or expanding capacity
and procuction even when they are anly marginally profitable or even koss-making,
Deflation also encourages people to save rather than spend — which, together with
restrictions on capital mobdlity, simply adds to the plle of misallocated capital.
The logical way for Mr XI to acklress this lssue would be to free up capital
msobility, allow for some unprofitable but polideally connected producers to go
under, and reduce the political const ralms on spending and Investment by house-
Bolcls ansd the private sector. However, these are not chobees that the government ks
willing to make, Nor Is it wise to address this problermn as similar issues in the past
e been handled, through a vast flscal stimulus — sinee that would merely add 1o
overcapacity. Thus, Mr X hus chosen o thivd path, which was visible during the
Natbonal Peopbe’s Congress. Polivical attention and resources are belng poured into
technological endeavours, in the hope that this will beost productivity and ensure
Chinese leadership in the industries and exports of the future. In 2021, investment
in research and development in Chinawas only 16 per cent less than in the US, With
recent cuts in government spending In the US, and sharp budgetary Increases in
China, the lead might be wiped out, Mr Xi clearly belleves that tech leadership can
dig China out of what otherwlse might be o decades-long deflationary spiral,

Improving competitiveness

MSP benefits remain concentrated

Inlmum support price (MSP) has been an integral part of Indla's

agriculural policy, While it is driven by o well-lntentioned effort o

ensure food security and safeguard farmers from price risks, it has

also had unintended consequences such as less than desired crop

diversification and environmental degradation in some pans of the country.

While there is a need to boost farm Income, a legally enforced MSP, which some

farm groups urcdcrrumdllm rrw m:t'hclhel\cul mﬂuthn Thils may disrupt price

discovery and skew Besldes, it s

not an elfectlve measuse to protect farm incnrm A recent stsdy by the ICAR-

National Institute of Agrieultural Economies and Palicy Research concludes that

the outreach of MSP remains limited. The Indings Indicate that only 15 per cont

o(pwudy and %pﬂunloi whcm e with the | system

it fined to mosthy lurge fo Smalland ginal furmers,

desplite producing 536 per cent of paddy and 45 per cent of wheat, hive low par-
ticipation in public The direct hetween participath

OPINION 9

Waiting for better statistics

The latest round of GDP data revisions underlines
the need fora bigger fix

bt i yenr igo, thie Natlonal Statstieal Office
(NSO) of the Unlnn mm.wnmnn: announced

GDP REVISIONS & DIVERGENCES
== Flst Estimate == Latest Estinuate (%)

-1 -
i o g o sl et
AU I T oo bl S i s ¢ Irrals e hal
e oures 3

I}unnf:hlu stbod, thie fnal growth number com-
pared with the First Advance Estimate (FAE)

what was hedelayed and

much-needed stagistical :\.I(:rm Instend of relensing
whout hall a dozen versbons to estimate the country's
fross domestle prodict (GDP) and 88 componeits,
thie NSO declded to release only fve such lertlons,
The walt for knowing the final estimate of the coun-
try's econombe growth was, therefore, reduced from
thoee years o two, The declslon to reduce the number
wnd duration of these revislons was implemented
starting with the GDP dua for 2021
22, with lis final estimate becoming
avallabile by the end of February 2024,
mgainst the enrller walt that would
have lnsted el Februnry 2025
Suatbsticlns across the spectnum
weloomed this decksion, though ques-
tlons rermalned abour why the Hmeline
for rebeasing a glven year's GOP data
and the number of revisbons couldn't
b reduced further, After all, many
countries finalkse thelr GDP data with

thind mary state-owned enterpeses and

government agenches ok a long dme n supplylng
the fnal data on thelr economibc umvmun memm
2024, the NSO, It seemed, b

these entitles to expedine the process,

But ha the NSO been able to address another
key area of concern = a disturblng varlatlon in the
different GDP estimates for the same year? To be
sure, |n|nnml|o|.mn cause for concern for years. As

the hart shows, the over

these GDP lierations have moved in bath divections,
with the Nnad estimnte belng bower ps well s higher
than the (st estimate, Since the launch of the new
GDP serles data n January 2015, when the base year
was changed to 2001-12, the different eratlons of
growth fgures for nine years from 2004-15 1o 2022-
23 pevenl an lntrigulng trend,

.

fewerlterationswithinayeas Inlncla,  RAISINA HILL Emnll)' steiklng, 1 not puzling, was
ane ol the reasons for a three-year walt the sharp upward revision of the GDP
for produckng the fAnal GOP Agurewas A K BHATTACHARYA figure For the demonetlsation year of

Tt d bry over 1.2 to 19 percentage polnis in two
years (2006-17 and 2020-21). saw a marginal Increase
of 0.3 1o 6 percentage podnts In four years (2005-16,
2017-18, 2021-22 and 2022-23), and a deterloratlon of
7t L1 percentage polnts (n two years (2018-19 and
2019-20), In only one year — 2014-15 — was there no
divergence between the growth numbers In the FAE
and the final estimate.

The government explanation for such divergence
hins invariably been that updates o
lata from many secton caused these
chunges in the final estimates.

+ sharp Improvement in the
fnal GDP number over the FAE for
the Covld year of 2020-21 can perhaps
beunderstood, as instioutlonal capac-
Ity 1o fumlsh data on time was serl-
ously constradned. But there could be
nosuch justiflcation for the data diver-
e of Aot hall a percentage polm
In each of the following two years,

2006-17—From 71 per cent In the FAE
B3 per cent in the final estimate,

The downwaurd reviskon In GDP numbers In 2018-
19 rudses an Interesting question, as this peralng o a
perod ust befone the general elections of 2009, '
FAE af GDP In 2018-19 was released In January 2009,
few months before the elections, und was pegged
7.2 per cent. Thiee years later. the Anal number showed
th growth tobe much lower at6.5 per cent. A similar
atory was repeated In 2009-20, when the PAE of § per
cent, relessed In January 2030, ended up st 39 per
cent bnthe Mnal estimate.

It would nﬁnmrlnnuhc flnal GDP estimate lsoften
higher than the FAE when the economy I8 In reason-
ably decent shape. The reverse happens when the
economy s not dolng well, Perhaps over-optimism in
a year when the chips ane down Influences the eco-

Streaming’s rush for reach

he "lincarlsation” of streaming has begun In
earnest. On April 1, Netflbx will start streaming
:humrldmnllml-’nlmnmnmu ar WWE, Inln:lln
This staged,
wrestling deew about S0millkon Indlalwlnznlv. Neaflix
s banking on this “spons entertalnment ” show, among

i the MSP-backed procurement system and farm skze artses because small and
muarginal farmers are likely tw have low swareness shout the procurement system,
arwl are eften constrained by thelr llmited seale of production.

Other complexiiies aumda!ud with M.'-}I' Inchede o Ium fiscal outgo, over-
produetion of water-] crops, and | el For
Improving farm income, it I8 Important to make sure lhm murkets work well.
This Involves Investing in physical infrastructure and facllitating the bullding
of efficlent value chains, which minimise the price gap between farm and fork.
To protect farmers from price fuctustion, which Is always a risk, the above-
mentioned study calls for upscaling the price-deliclency payments, whereby
farmers are compensated for the difference between MSP and lower market
prices, While this alms to reorlent the. M}.I‘pollc.y uwayﬁ'nm pmurcml. I.ownrd.u
acting as more of an Income | [} ht with
problems, In the past, Madhya Pradesh eﬂpcrl mented with the pullt.y enlled
Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojuna, but | up after just one

Ist Ashok Gulat] has i, the polley can push market prices even
lower, with furmers and traders colluding o show market prices much lower
than the MSP, This can increase pressure on the exchequer.

Clearly, there are no easy answers. Nonetheless, what India needs is 1o incen-
tivise private procurement, |mnmcmpdlwmlnnl.lnn and focus on agricultural
research. [ muarkets in ag litles may also help stakeholders
hedge against market ul\t.crmlnlicu mu.i price risks, India needs free markets and
strong agr-value chains where farmers get a large share of what consumers pay.
As has been argued by experts, growth In the sector Is mainly driven by non-MSP
pmducw T Ilm.- Is a need to bulld on these successes ul\d shift mnduulnn with

Government intervent)
ard cleflel which hive lluurmmi i anidd eff lw'-
niesy, will not he able te support the sector | iy, Glven the |
pressure to open up the agrl market to trade, allmhelmldem. lluludlnutl'mucw
ernment, need tw look for ways to improve competitiveness,

athers, It rech {47 mill wthy) and
wuabscribers (15 million)in the country. It cone remalns
prenmurn shows such s Delld Crine o Bleck Warrvant,
it the Inst two years have seen It belng In The Great
Tnetlaan Kepall Show, Mamila Legal Hil, The Greatest
Rivealry — Mndba vs Pakisean, and WWE In s attempas
to reach the masses,

Amnzen, mennwhile, s expand-
kg conbent and pricing opstions across
the bosred 1o rench every languiage i
Ineome class, Amazon Prime Video
began offering ather OTT brands
such  as  Lionsgate  and
manormaMAX on its platform In
H20 Thetally bs 25 now, It alsoolfem
HS00 movie dtles on rent. In
September 2024, It acquired MX
Player from Times [nteenet. Amizon

miarket moves (o s next phase of growth, it s becom-
Inu exnctly lke broadeasting. Growth bs about more

haaper product var-
ansand plenty of i s,
Much of this, however, Is inevitable. In 2024, Inclin's
entire strenming video business was worth around
IS600 crove, with over BROOD crore spent an pro-
ducingsk flms, Not sury B
servios — exoopt perhaps YouTube — made money.
Edght years after $¥oD or subscription video-on-
demand took off, the top end of the market Is spoken
for, Indin had 125 milllon OTT subscribers in 2024,
aceording to Media Partness Asla data, That amounts
toarench of about 575 milllion viewers,
i mmnllsulnnu ] nmku maney in

N L profect
tually are not achieved l\d'cnusu.- of economic head-
winids, Critles will umwm.ﬂuu In nmlnnal chection
years he part of
stnse-ownied entitles, o project amrr.vmhm|m:
|I\|mwhn| |Iwmnd n.-nlllymirlumlm
Whiteverr Hsharp diver-

T, llwyaumlnbc mklrhu!mquln.mm'lm.n:h-
aned lrvespective of whether the year In question ks one
of strong or weak growth. That was ance again borne
ourt by It month's release of the latest GO numbens
for 2023-24. In fet, the extent of divergence has

©n February 24, 2025, the NSO relensed the First
Revised Estimate (FRE) of GDP for 202324, which s

ilm.‘ The FRE placed GDP growth for 2023-24 i 92
per cent, up from .2 par cent In the previous liera-
than—the Prowl h
enrlier at the end of May 2024, And compared with
the FAE of 7.3 per cent, released In January 2024, the
PRE for GDP growth In 2023-24 was 19 percent
polots higher, Even the Second Advance Estimane
2024-25 showed GDP b to be slightly higher at
65 per cent, compared 1o 6.4 per cent In the FAL
Such sharp variatbons were attributed vo upward
revisbons for bath demand-alde and supply-sde com-
panerts of GOP, For 200424, govermment consump-
rowth ale
tlons about why government oonmmpmn data
should be revised with such a large varlation),
‘Hmllnrly lprlvuln consumption expenditure growth
roe by over 4 percentuge point, Interestingly,

||| »nm’m wih
an uptick In agriculbtural growth, Usaally, the manu-
facturing sector data gets revised based on returns
from & he uncrganised uumrnnd madium as well as
units. ravival ln the
mecium and small Industrial secior? Note thas thise
sharp revisions ook place over just whout a year and
In four In.-nu:onml :Iu.(-l)l’numhm
Trema public sl
Improved the Centre's flseal mol!damn -
mnoe, Instead of 5.6 per cent of GOE. the fscal deflclt
for 2023-24 was now bower ot &5 per cent, And for
2024-25, the Ascal defich was now further down from
4.8 per cent to 4.7 per cent of GEP, making the trget
ol 44 per cent for 2025-26 | ool fir less daunting. Even
the Modl government's sverage annual growth per-
formance |n Its second term suddenly looked bet-
Ter—now ch 5 46 per cent
based on ensller estimates.
n\m chummm o noticealibe as thie NSO his
Iy revised (08 GDPs lfmum AT

degreeol
song are large enough to alter the mu.uunu.nl of the
govarmment s growth performance or (s fiscal con-
nnlldallmmnvd then quwiunu over data rellability
the econ-
oy mone onerous and umlnrhmnmhu naed for fur-
ther reform of the country’s statistical system, 1l such
reforms can lead 1o fewer evisions with smadler or
very marginal variations over a shorter time period,
thien they shoukd be priortksed without any delay.

that for N1k, the fustest growth In new subscribess,
has been coming from les basde pack priced at 8199 a
month, these moves male sense. Note that this s a
global reality, Every major SVold service has |ntro-
duced an ad-tler, Last year, 24 per cent of $Vol) rev-
enues in Amerlea came from the ad-tler, according
toan Omdia report.

This ralses the question: Wl premium program-
ming get watered down on pay OTTs? Programming
buchgees hive been stagnant for two years now, As the
s buclget |8 stretched over mone shows, worres
about quality are real.

They may be misplaced for one simple reason —
the context has been set, Indlan broadcasting never
{1 “HEBO" et with premium shows such s

Inchln, i

Cirine u,rﬁmmu OF e il
:Im Indlnnu nmm-—:hn 650 mllllnn an TV cormpl « h

tual exper the ane which sets the | l\emhmnrle.
vlulun 200mill '|'w. hast niming. It

Thisir figures are not diserete, there
ks i lot of overlap anong them. If you
take 900 million as the base market,
streaming has a long way o go.

. YouTube, the lu service, renched
M Payerunveled a dateof100new - MEDIASCOPE mnulllonwx%lmwlwm.
shows last manth with a guarantee secording to Comscore data. Meta's
that the service will remain free, WANITA KOHLI-KHARDERAR Instagrae wis at 324 milkon. At dis-

SonyLIV, home for cerebral
shows such as Racker Boys and Frevdom ar Midnight,
ks ualng non-flethon fare like Shark Tank and Milllan
Dollar Listing to get to moee people. The recent sea-
won four of Shark Tank has seen its reach double
BCEORR 42 ther 2 towns,

Another large OTT has been (reportedly) asking
producers to cook up 100-eplsode shows instead
of a 710 eplsode serles. Many now stagger eplsodes
In o new season 1o keep the audience coming or
they drop the latest inoa show at a flxed tme, o
encourage appolnement viewing, a la TV, Note that
habdt and appolniment make for good advertlsing
rnlnl#wmm:nlllfn'ry. )

tant numbser |hrm. In Jlokot mr
(A Dilsney llion un
visltors, .'\II|Iwo|Iwm Zoes, SonyLIV, Amazon I'r!mu
Wideo, Netfllx are n the 20-50 milllon range,
Clearly, the top-end metro market |5 matadng. It
b thme to g lower down the pyramid imto the micddle
and lower thers, This Is free, nd-uu||:|>om:d and wser-
penerated content territory, This s where Google's
YouTube, Meta's Instagram, and the state-controlled
DI Freedish, with free channels ke Dangal and
Goldmines, rule. Much of this then explaing the
emphasks on free and the obsession with popular
themes. The Greatest Rivalry — iella v Pakisian bs
thi kind of show you might want o see as s filles an o
sports channel. Do for the WWE, Bus If you know

a8 Paatal Lok (Amazoen Prime Vides) or Seam
(SenyLIV) that get new, paying subscribers, It s the
promise of shows such as Squid Gane that has ensured
the success of the s ther that Neeflbx has Introduced
In 12 markets across the world (excluding India) in
2022 Abasle qualley of storytelling is nen-negotlable.
Take o look at the orlginals Amazon MX Player
urrvedled earller this year — Fhay, Mittd, Who Your
Cynwane, They look wnd feel liee well-wiitten and cast
shows, albelt with different production values, The
Viral Fever or TVI has some of the most successful
shows = Princhoyar, Gullak —on streaming. But many
of lts big hits, Kota Factory, for Instance, began on
YourTube In 2019 because they were low-cost and the
bikgg OTTs k't waurst them, But not all services can of
want to take o serles that cost a crore an eplsode. A
good story, tobd at the right cost, will work. Wltwmww.
president TVE, comparnes the fm toa Marutl car "1t ks
I i el L cont effective.”

That Is what the business needs o hit scale and
profiinbllity.

Bt oo bkl k

Bofors Behind the smoking

wink padd commissions, Others were
mrmed butas Iam.'pu:m of the repart

gun

Bofors Managing Director, Marin Ardbo.
The most shocking informutlon was that

wire an ‘r.-u
Tequest. From a reporter — an Indlan
based In Switzerland —whodidn't know

fenlor i Tl “iinoeed”
Bofors officlals at a "secree meeting” In
1987 on "how to absolvethen Prime
Mindster Baflv Gandhi of all blame®, "It

mlr.nan: “Fouryean y 1| over Il Ua O onie b k hsomueh |
s mlmcul Il broke. 1 ocenshon, r UK tred | s I areporer.
son battls todeposit mom.'y!n Iwrlnmkm.wn: Ih.up!u.-nlllha: “hier book Is
Pamipers, rrmlwdnt\nkmulmkuulu Setalls another I, She wrltes that
from vmartage I hepurchaseofthe | Martin Ardbowas an thie flight that was
agalnst the b d | HDW suby T G the carryiing Rajiv Gand i and Sweclish Py

mywun:ryhmnmmpo histary,
quw:mnmmmklhmuurmw mind,”

Investigation of which alsocame to
nought, Earller this week, Chrlstian

Olaf Palme. Which ighe? From where?
iilh.wrllw:hnl .Mdlvo sented within
Im amiled o

whata "howitzer ™ was when she began shewrites, Michel Jumes, |I1wll|.wd
BOOK RE“'EW thesale of | wma. upen summary of Ased 1 the Ag 1VVIP chopper nlmn.lr.lln. reckoned the contrict was i
ADITI PHADNIS India, Chitea Sul lamlsa hid howtodealwith | awards for scam, refused o daonedeal, But how dowe know this as, In
household name for her Imvestigation mylnwﬂ:un:mnum[mmpmgrm Investigations she (LT secepthall,calling | thenext paragraph, shewrites: " We still
Imothisseandal. nnu wboveall, hrrwmalwolw.l’mtullv had done, whih. Delhi an “unsafe” don't know what terms were discussed
lunmmnmnu!un:hal|I1|.-|.wmnml Wt wie still don't know el of coalludi hthe BDF S place for him, He on the flight”.
Tﬂﬁ-‘"' les | allthel il P the Minlstry ry peapleth thitra hasbeen in prison ’:Ilmu.nmumall hullnrxlm.:u.mm The
h I fatibd | offs, I 1t I 15, 1, und I'J'Einpu.m-fWH?"uhuwthuu m-dm';-xmnu". <ubramaniam forslxanda hall
cronebribse ln €143 croredeal.On March | the reluctince of Ive Congress fArun | ATE wm forerlme wm-mnnnanlmmm nwmlsumlmm
24,1996, lnummnuhlapmrmd:h and non- K dth ment' I sarys she found J"‘m"""l i year Banenl,
r.-m:dhlappluumu hilel liech Amltabh Bachchan, She was Inthe g ";I&:"}'g'i' i ' hel .-.....auhn.- nmulu.- The
AR Hofors, thecontract wsalltolndla seviral b svanby the iretofind evidence that unlikeliest places: 1 JOURNALIST'S I His e Rajlv Ganchl Fownd
papulary Swedlsh and -l I PURSUIT  TRUTH Price: Y809 trlal hasn'teven made by Manmohan Singh n his st
mhmnu'.d\mnmdmm cu:m:lhllnu In unn[xmd!nlhn{,ummll!umum‘ I I I I — Degun. It does make | Budget was not 81000erore but 8100
April 1987, Swedish I o mwwl:nwlli:.hwu.mu.. hierefused histlet it d youwonder, cmrc.hndl:wmnm '!i(:hnmn.uml:har’
that Sweden won thecontimet onby alter in2011 Eihq.u-w.nlul‘nnhul'lm thmein wrl L herwens o Swieden, helplul aupatrs wnd Mu Subramaniam' k dowy Ve
I belt ! il ehisbookthe nameof oneod her reciplent of i iy baok I kol Hlnuhlw(:hnndmmukha
| 1four instal b 1l dislh by mother-in- Iuwlwyl hedin m.-rlahh PThe | Therewnsdanger too. She battled oommnlouwhnmlhm uhnnklu
Iy Swisa ban ks This wasconfirmed bythe | police, Sten Lindstorm, who was pevernment ltsell diluted requests to anoryrmous ckllsand smashed car ey nearthed allth lrulm‘ul anel unsp It

Swdlsh Natlonal Audic Bureau. which

anil

O S

windows. The brakes In hercar falled and

comestoexam ning her own

belonglngio Washeshar (Win) Chadha,

P
1 Tl Includ M

reporter, awife, and ayoung motherare

with. Explicit
deaththreatsto Iwrhalvymnmn.-nnm

Ilnlu*n.ul atime whnmhnn.- were no
Internet, and mativations, Al reporters must read it

m.‘aulaul‘h.llnmllu:mnal support. That and all Indians must bearn from it



