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Declogging the
country’s courts

Centre’s blueprint to curb avoidable litigation is a
welcome step; effective execution will be key

he Union government’s move to streamline its
litigation practices and prevent unnecessary
legal battles marks a welcome step towards
responsible governance. The latest setof
guidelines issued by the Union law ministry, under the
title “Directive for the Efficient and Effective
Managementof Litigation by Government of India®,
aims to overhaul the manner in which the
government, the largest litigant in the country, handles
its cases before courts and tribunals, This isa much-
needed corrective, given the alarming pendency of
over 46.6 milllon cases across all levels of the judiciary,

The document lays outa comprehensive blueprint
for ministries and departments w curb avoidable
litigation, avoid mechanical filing of appeals such as
special leave petitions in the Supreme Court, and foster
better inter-departmental coordination, Notably, it
Sresses i h s root-cause analysi
rationalisation of appeals, case classification based on
sensitivity, use of alternate dispute resolution (ADR),
improved case tracking through Legal Information
Managementand Briefing System (LIMBS), and
performance-based review of panel counsel. These are
thoughtful and pragmatic interventions that, if
implemented inletter and spirit, could significantly
reduce the burden on India’s courts. Even better, it
could enhance the ease of doing business in India.

H . good intentions have not alway
intoaction, Over the years, the Supreme Court and
several high courts have repeatedly pulled up
government departments for pursuing frivolous,
repetitive, or unnecessary litigntion —a practice that
has not only dogged the courts but also drained public
resources. The failure w adopta uniform lidgaton
policy despite repeated proposals is a telling example.
So, while the current guidelines are laudable, the real
challenge liesin compliance, Ensuring that ministries
adhere to the norms, panel lawyers are held
accountable, and unnecessary appeals are weeded out
will require sustnined political will and bureaucratic
discipline. Monitoring mechanisims must be pat in
place o ensure regular auditsand accountability for
litigation decisions, Perlodic reportson adherence ane
success metrics could help build transparency.

I genuinely enforced, the directive could pave the
way for a more responsible litigation culture, allow the
judiciary tofocus on matters of constitutional and
publicimportance, and increase India's attractiveness
asan investment destination, Reducing government-
induced litigation burden is mot just an administrative
necessity but also a test of the commitment to efficient
governance and justice,

Much ado about a film
title in the name of faith

at's in a name? Lots, according to the Central

Board for Film Certification (CBFC). 5o, this

august body, which has assumed the role of a
censoreven though its mandate is to only certify films,
found the title of a Malayalam film starring Union
minister Suresh Gop, Jenaki v Stase of Kerala,
objectionable, Itcontended that Janaki referred 1o
GoddessSita, and that the tite, in the context of the
film's content, could hurt religious sentiments The fllm
charts the legal batthe of a young woman character,
Janaki Vidhyadharan, who takes her rapists to court.
On Thursday, the film’s producers told the Kerala High
Court, where they had challenged the CBFC decision,
that they were willing to rename the flm as Janaki Vv
State of Kerala and mute a trial scene so that a theatrical
release was possible, The CBFC originally 96

Amaravati Quantum
Valley Declaration
anticipates a trillion-
dollar opportunity. Rest
of India should log in

he governument of Andhra
Pradesh lssued the A
ravall Quanium Valley

Only this time, It waor't be about two-
digit dases. Towill be about quanium
computers and their ability to shatter
the cryptographic codes that unders

i nenrly every system we rely on—

om Banking and e-commerce o
messaging apps and government
databases.

This will be the mother of all Y2Ks,
made possible by a radically new
Lype of com pater,

Unllike dassical computers, which
1

carlicr this
woek, commltting to
trangform the state capd:
tal into & global hub for guanium
innenvation, The plan inchudes install-
ingan TBM Quantum System Two by
enrly 2026, bullding Endia's largest
open quantum testhed (QChIpIN),
supporting the launch of 100 quan-
tuam stirtups, and training 000
clallsts annually by K00 The goal is
o test 1,000 guantam algorithms a
year and achieve 1,000 effective qub-
it by 20025,

This is & smart move because a
trillion-dollar opporunity |5 opening
up.

I In the late 19805, a booming crisis
galvanised the Indian sechnology
Industry 11ke mothing before: the Y2K
bug. As the wurlc.l braced for com-

siore bits that are cither 0 o

I, quantum compaters use qubits,

wihich canbe 0 and | o2 the same time
o property called superposition,

They s ke advan g of entangle

1L, b quETT m phenome-

non that Bnks particles so

the stme of one instntly

affects the other, These

properties allow guanium

machines to solve certain

comfortably far off, Experts esti-
mated that it would take a quanium
computer with 20 million error-cor-
rected qubits to break RSA-2048
encryplion. No one had anything
close. But a new study this year
showe It might be possible with just
one million qubiis — & number that
suddenly leels within reach.
Google's latest 00-gqubi “Willow"
chip demonstrated ex ponemtial evror
reduction, a cruclal step toward
laubi-tolerant computing. 1BM has
already ballt o L121-qublt processor,
the Condor, and laid out a roadmap
1o large-scnle, modular quanium sys-
s by 2029, Micrasoll is experi-
menting with topological
quibits that could make errar
cornecsion far more efficient.
Thase are still early days,
bt the: trajectory fedls eerily
farniliar when you look at

roblems  ex ntlally - what hap?emnl with artifi-
P nster than clsmltms Vivek cial Intelligence (Al). As
especially those involving ~ Wadhwa  recently as 2020, most peo-

complex patlerns or mas-
Slve search spaces.

At the heart of the current treat
les Rivest-Sham ir-Adleman (RSA)
encryption, a echnology tual secures
online bank ing, emails, WIFl rousers,
andd even cryplocurrency wulh'll T

puter il when the calen-
e Mipped to 2000, comypanies pnd
governments scrambded to M outs

from th
eal d:nkullyol I.umuglqu prinse
numbers,

imted software writtem decades ear- Today's classical computers would
lier, What followed wis o wmrllnll take thousand s of years to break it
fio Innin. Tens of fyoung s, with their

engineers, fresh from university or

But g
4|I|Il|lr (] puﬁxln lelltl calcula-

e — outside a handiul of
research labs — il never
Ieard of karge kanguage models,
The idea that 8 machine could
Bencrale essoys, summarise legal
contracts, create lifelike videos, or
simulate entlre conversations felt
|ike science letlon. Then came the
breakthroughs: GPT-3, ChatGPT,
Google Geminl, Claude, and more,
Suddenly, Al wasn't decades away —
it was everywhere, transforming
indhustrics in real time,
The same may be true for quan-

retraining boot camps, o

s af s

T We may not see 1t

The latest

- "

en't just amega IT project.
¥

major gover

anstrates the ability to break RSA
encryption. the world will be thrown
into a frenzy. Every secure system
will peed to be upgraded, digiial cer-
tifieates replaced, encrypted data-
Ibases reprotected, and network pro-
togols rewritien.

Thts 10t just @ mesga IT profect. it
15 a global infrastrecture overhaul
that will iowch every |1H|II mn‘nny,
gmummum.and connected device.
In complexity, 1t will make the Y2K

Tomake th nwa WOrSE, Mast com-
punies are still unaware of what
cryprographic algorithms (hey use,
let alone whether they are quantum:
safe,

In the Y2K era, Indian engineers-
built trust by sobving hard problems
at scale, Now, with millions of
trained coders, hundreds of thou-

d device, e

leadd

Imagine what will happen when a
global quantum alert is triggered —
when banks. telecom companies. and
ROVETTITIEN 15 race 1o upgrade their
cryptographic systems. They will
need trusted partners who can move
Tist, understand both kegacy software
and peat-gen cryplographic Hbrres,
and operate across borders,

Inidla meeds 1w have ambulances
and fire trucks ready — training a
new gener ton of software develop-
ers in post-quantum cryplography,
upgrading lools, contributing 1o
opensource lmmeworks, and pre-

ring ghobal response teams, That is
why the Amaravatl announcement
matters, I the rest of the country fol-
Bowws Amclbern Praclesb's leansd — invest-
ing in talent, infrastruciure, and
startips — India can save the world

debung code and modernise systems.

Now, a quarter-century later, the
world is headed toward another such
et — i probbenm of breat k-
Ing complexity, urgency, and scale.

callycrack RSA In ||0llli or minutes
using an algorithm known as Shor's
algorithm —
hent seabe and stability

Uneil recently, this danger seemed

once they reach sulli-
whether a cor|

In Air India’s flight path:
One airline, many legacies

and disbeliel on June 12, has been far

Trom adequate no matier which angle
one books at it is 8 gross undersatement. But
s rmarter will have o wait,

Ower the past month several aviation
industry and Air India officials have reac!
out to this writer to express their concern
and air thesir Tears, The most alamming (and
hopetully, alarmist) one is that there coukd
e more acchdents, Alarmlst as this fer nay
be, Alr Indla and the aviation regulator
would do well to take it seriously since the
people Lnvolved are privy to the system and
s fault les.

There hus been o mived response to news
that Tata Sons chairman N Chan-
draseklaran has deelded 1o get
maore involved with the manage-
ment of Alr India.

Seill, there’s no denying the fact
that the chairman of Tata Sons
might find his task harder than
managing some of s other compa-
nies. While onlookers have no
doubt that he can fix what's broken,
itis bwy ans going to be easy as
this entity needs a total cultural
makeover, There i3 & long and hard road
ahead to be traversed, mo matter who the
navigator,

Let moe edaborate with some background.
I thedr orighmal avakars, while Alr [ndia and

o sary Inadin's response to the air crssh
I that the country witnessed in horror

Anjulk
Bhargava

despite it facing more competition (et Air
wiys and others) whereas Air Indin faced
practically none (net oo many bilaterals had
been granted and the aceess of foreign air-
lines 10 Indinn trafic was limied),

Bt whint was disarienting for the two car-
rlers wis the constant change in leadership,
which primarily comprised senior bureau-
crats pulled in from diverse fields and back-
grounds. These individuals had different
working and leading styles and theirown idl-
asyneraile.

As one joke that clreulated atthe tme of
the merger went: One XX wants 8 mega alr-
lne and Lhe other XX couldn't care less as
long as his elevation wo additional secretary
proceeds without any hicoups (the XXs stand
foar the common initials of twa 1op
maanagers at the tme of the merger
and post ().

Tha larger point was that with

rrdmlinrt cultures and sys-
tr.‘rna of functioning. the merged
entity that emerged sullered froma
deep identity crisis and was in some
senses doomed from the word go.
That is what Tata Sons inherited at
the time of the aequisition.

Then there was the well-run Vis-
s, Tonta's owm alrline, bait an altogether dif-
Ferent ereature with its own ethos. values,
eulture and personality.

1t s this cocktail of sphit persomalities that

Inuian Alrlines were he gov-
ernmient, they had very distinct cultures and
Idenbitles cven though both sulferced the mal-
alse of many State-owned rms .
OF the two, Alr India had a far more cen-
tralised system of operating with each
under ane

L‘Innﬂlmlnlan Iusllrummlnb'k lask of

1, I akeliton, e abso tas
alop |mn4;¢-nnn| team that may not be
equl pped o handie this. The results of ds
have already shown up In incessam troubles,
aperational glitches and safety concerns the
adrline hay fvced for the last three years, even
as it ] '

b,
wiho were all powerful and more aften than
not ran it as a personal flefdom,

Indian Airlines had a more decentral ised
system; a divisional structure with regional
heads responsible lor thedr regions and with
farmnl:l'umrlnnal autonomy. While Ml}‘
rivalries at the top ofien gaided the agenda at
hclh meost of the regional hesds in Indian

cuts, but was finally satisfied with two.

This case s disturbing for multiple reasons, One, the
premise that CBFC invoked to deny certification was
silly— and dangerous. Janaki is one of the many names
of Geddess Sita, and a very common pan-Indian name,
People are named after gods and goddesses, and they
alsoundergo hardships in life. Two, CRFCs regional
pane! had cleared the film, which was then objected to
by its apex body. The presumption of hurt among the
faithful and fear of the mobcan't be the criteria for film
certification, This is not the first time the CBFC has
acted on these lines — in 2017, it objected 1o the word
sexy Inthe tithe Sexy Durga and forced its producers w
rename the film as § Durga. When institutions prefer

artworks on the presumption of hurt, ithasa
chilling effect on art production. [temboldens the mob
toenforee its writon creative industries such as
cinema, which rides on capital imvestment and is
vulnerable to mob pressure in the absence of support
from State institutions.

inthe larger i i ihe

abrkine,
This showed In the generally healthier
economic performance of Indian Alrlines

lse with

Ohre carmnat therefomne elp but sym pathise
with the chairman who now has the task of
devetopinga beand-new corporate culture in
a multipslar entity while dealing with the
Fallowt of the crash, It's probably a kot more
than what he or the Tata group bargained for
amd 15 likely 1o 1ake Hercubean effort, com-
mitrment and dme.

Anjieli Bhargava wrises about governance,
Infragructure and the social sectar.
The views expressel are persomal,

brand iture in a

catity.

coming until it is already here — and
by then, it may be too late toreact.

When the first organisation,
ralion, o rogue

nenthan, o a hacker collective, dem-

startps,

MARCO RUBIO

focal point of US foreig

sands of cybersecurity professionals,  again.
and a rising ceosystem of quantum
résearchers, cryptographers, and
a8 better prepared
than any other nation o ke the

Vivek Wadfowa is CED,
Viomix Blasclenaes. The views
epresied are persanal,

The story of next 50 years will

Why the GST regime has
been such a game-changer

tonie shift in India’s fiscad architecmre,
unifying the country intoa single cooe
namic marked for the first time sinee Inde-
pendence, The genesls of GST dates back 1o
thee Atal Bihari Vajpayee government, which
set up an empowered committee of state
finanoe ministers 1o explore thee idea in 2000,
The Modi govemment introduced the GST Bl
in Parliament in Decermber 2014, Within rwo
years, the 1001 Constitional Amendment
wits passed with beoad support and ratifiod by
more than hall the stites. The GST Council
wins imstrumental in shaping the consensus,
There have uwnliﬁ meetingsof the Council,
daull b " n

e rollout of the Goods and Services
I Tax (GSTH in July 2017 marked a toe-

mously, This bsn't just a leglslative
triumph, but also a case study In

i, Thee e-wary bill, e-involcing, and Bodess.
eomplianee moehanisms make GST one of the
most advanced digital tnx systems globally,
Moreover, India'savernge GST rate (12.2%) is
amang the lowest Inlllr wnrkl ﬂ]‘l’:‘iﬁllb‘ﬁl’
acountry ralty,
This makes Indian a far mom attractive invest-
ment destination, offering a predictable and
transparent tx regime.

GST has achleved what decades of frag-
miented policymaking eould not — a unified
Indian market. Today, 85% of Indian firms —
up from just 589% in 2022 = view GST posi
tively, with MSME satisfaction climbing 1o
2%, NlIIﬁ]\’IIhI:‘W went of companies are
now dighally or #I!u%{nalb' propared for
audies and notices, procd that mandatory e-n-

voscing and auto-populited returns
have hard-wired compliance into

cooperative federalism. everyday business, Crocially, 67% of

CAT replaced over 17 sxes and 13 tpayers (versus G5% last year) say
cesses with a single, harmonised dlarilications now settle dispates
systern. Bended the eascoding elfea fnster, while sectoral volces cele-
of indirect taxes, dismantled the Shehzad brate new (reedoms: Consumer-
barder check-post system and goods executives v “hasshe frec”

brought formea Esagon and Euaspar
ency. Logistics improved dramati-
cally —trucks now travel 44% more
dally than before and inter-state trade has
Jjumped 1o 35% of GDP in FY22 from 23.5% in

Poonawalla

inter-state cxpamsion: encrgy
majors cite stronger balanoe-s heet
planning life-sclence Mirms Hnk
lower prices and betier debt management (o
GST-driven d’ﬁclmcm

Y18 Withower 14 LANGUIYETS,
GET lmznlpll!lu iy expsmdui Iindi’s Lax

sl 1hee The
averge preGST indirect mnﬂe was 5% by
Mareh 2003, 1t hasd dropped 1012.2%.

A recent PMEAC study quantified 1otal
GET-Induced tax savings at over 34.3 lakh
crone In o sioghe year. Nearly G0% ol comsumer
itenes nonw fall under the 5% or lower Lax slab,
wihibe less than 3% face the highest 28% rate,
Far from being a "Centre's tx”, GST exempli-
Tl fedaral conperation. States netakn K0 of
SGST, around 50 of IGST, and receive 4 2% of
the Centre's OGST via Finance Commission
transfers. Over 70% of GST collections go 1o
staes. From FYI8 vo FY24, stmes collected
4656 lakh crore under GST — far higher
than the ¥37.5 lakh crore they would have
erned umeher the old tax regime, despite lwer
average rates and the pandemic shock.

Revenue buoyancy — a measure of tax
respansiveness to GOP — rose from 0.72 pre-
GST to 122 post-GST, Even aher the end of

Thise cho in

de: prishuctivity has jumped 44% sh\n:
heck: 15 v ahed, Inter-state trade has
mzn rom 23.5% 1o 35% of GDP, and a
PMEAC study rechons annual GST-induced
savings at 4,3 lakh crore, With almost 60%
of consumer goods now in the 5% skab (and
beurely 3% subfect o the top 28% rase), the tax
is both brosd-based and progressive. Con-
Arast thiswith e pre-2017 regime of enscad-
gz duthes, corrupt border “chole poims” and
“one natlon, many markets™: a model that
winsted sconomic potential and emtrenched
informality. By replacing 17 taxes and 13
cesses with o dngle digital spine. the Modi
government has delivered tangible ranspar-
ency and mobili ty — turning [ndia’s largest
tax gamble into a quictly compounding
growth dividend. GST stands s o lestament
o the Hmﬂmmmml L] pll[lul resolve,
lity w0
" Sabka soath, _thl lik.n sblor vishwas, and

s prayas,”

compensation In 2022, i1 has a
hesalthy 115
Inchia's GST design wliges with global sys-

feiv bl stancds oul for s technological back-

Shehzad Poonawalla is o narional spolesperson of
e Bhansive Janara Party. The views expresel
ane periia,
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The struggle
to be counted

Ev

deployed o carry out this exerc
confused,

8 not et noon, but the teacks at the Jog
band raflway statfon are shimmering in the
bt Joghand i Bihar's Ararla disteict |a
thie lust station on the Indian sid
clo-Nepuil border bs just a few metres mway. Across
the eaibway line, in the eram-jam of |1|n1hm-r .
rmi-urbanisation, the stench from the Black re
gurgling in the open dealn overwhelms, The
drain runs along a narrow, uneven brick street,
dewn which women and men hurey. They are on
thelr wiy to meet the booth level officer (BLO),
who siis in a hos th the largest courtyard, He
has brought enumeration forms lssued by the
Eleetion Commission of India (ECI) for the spe-
Intensive revislon (SIR) of electoral rolls,

On June 24, the ECLannounced the SIR in Bl
har. There are 750 crore electors in the State, all
of whom must Bl in the enumeration Fo if
they want thelr nume on the electoral ralls. The
Assembly election Is due in the last quarter of
20025, All enumeration forms must be submitbed
by July 25. The exercise, however, Is primarily
almed at those whose names were not recorded
In the 2003 electoral rolls, the list e that an in
tensive revision of the voter list was carried out in

the 5 An esthmaied 2.93 crore people fall into
this category.
At Joghband, as people line wp in front of e

Ashral (name changed to protect privacy), the
BLO assigned 1o thelr ward, the anxbety is about
documents. They have questions, In the crowd of
over a dezen, only one person has a matrbeuls
ton certificate, one of the 1l documents that the

ECH has listed as prool of identity and place of
birth for the SIR. Others have only ratlon cards,
achaar cards, or election photo ldentty card
Yor voter 11D cards, government documents
are so far not listed by the poll body.

A Beneh of the Supreme Court §s currently
hearing at least 10 petitlons hled by Opposition
leaders, activists, and non-profit organisations
challenging the SIR. The Supreme Court has
asked the ECT w consider including these docu-
ments that are widely able with people.

Academics and acthvists say a majority of Bl
har's population does not possess any of the 11
documents. Many face possible disenfranchise
ment. They argue that updated electoral rolls
were published in January 2025 undn T the Spe-
smmary Revision. The rush by 3
Fusion among the electorate and §
Eovernance system, they say, Many are calling it
Uvatehandi after noteband!®, the 2006 demonet:
sation drive that caused similar chaos,

tha

An electorate, anxious and panicked

Ashral tells people that they only need to show
d Al o the enumeration
i ot i message on
June 5 from the block-level authorities that no
documents are needed. We wene told to look at
the Aadhaar cards of people and All iIn the
forms," he says, Ashraf is hiksha Sahayak, a
post created in the 2000s by the then Nitish Ku
mar government to address teacher shortages in
primary and middle schools, Kumar is stlll in

1 as political parties gear up for the Bihar Ass
inounced a drive to revis
time for 790 crore adults to fll in the enumeration forms, the entir
bhana

Authorites
say they will
withhold
my salary
and seck
awritien
explanation
I don't
finish the
task quickly
Atoath leved

allicor
Piirila dissrict

MNair finds that on the ground, people are
nd worried about the imy

e p—

(= i ]

mbly election, due Later this year, the Election
» the voter list in the

e With just a month’s
»machinery has been
angry,
itions of not making it to the list

St

power in Bihar. These positions are mostly on
coriteaet bash M ny BLOS sy they got oral ine
ly 5 and & to fill the form

1C aned Aaedhaar cards.,

Ashiral's phone rings endlessly, with residents
asking for directions to his location. There s o
hotise-to-house verifieation taking place that the
ECT had sabel there would be. As of July 8, he had
Hillesd only 40-50% of the over 1,000 forms due
Froam the area he covers. He must get at least 90%
of the work done over the nest two days. *1 have
been wld that my nllmn will be withheld i 1
won't meet the targe [
The ECI sald the t.ln wiks nieeded becaise of
“rapld urbanksation, frequent migratbon, young
citbzens becoming eligible o vobe, nonreporting
af deaths, and Inclusion of the names of foreign
Hlbeggal In:lnlg 8", The poll body's aim
ensure "all 1-Ih(|h|x- (hlm-na ire included"
“ineligitle vote
Over the next few Imm-a. almaost |mlrssly.
electars are handed over enumeratbon forms,
which they take to the two ASHA (aceredited so-
health activists) workers sitting at a table
next to Ashral's to ger them filled. Once
tadls are filled in, people sign or put a thu
on thelr forms. The process is over in less than
five minutes, No documents are attached; no dif
Heult questions are asked, ghve
men here were born in Ne
aeross the border. Some have brought new |
port-size photographs; these oo are not tak
On July &, the office of the Blhar Chiel E
ral Officer published an advertisement on the
front pages of newspapers in Paina, “Yadi
avyashak dastaves tatha photo wplabdh nahi ho,
1o sivf ganmna prapatra bhay kar BLO ko wplabdh
Karaa de (If you do not have the necessary docu

ments, then just submit the enumeration forms
tes the BLOs)," it had stated. Later that day, the
1 issued a clarification that there was no
change in the instructions o carey out the SIR.

Bikar Chiel Electoral Otheer Vinod Singh Gun-
Jival says, “Go through the orders please, There is
o change in orders of the commission.”

The EClorder of June 24 allows those who can-
not produce the ry documents now to
subinit them during the "claims and objections"
period between Auguse | and September 1

The fact that the documents are still needed

and the requirement has only been delayed is yet
te percolate to the electors. At Joghani, 26-year
old Alam Mohammad Raza fishes out his smart-
phome to show everyone a news clipping from a
lending Hindi newspaper on s “nio change"
clariheation. But the relief of not having o supply
the documents is stronger than the doubt, The
Fear that many migrant workers will be left out of
the voter list 51 beens dulled for now as ma-
iy BLOs are allowing wives and fathers to sign the
erumeration form on thekr hehalf.
Rz st produce prool of date and/or place
of birth of himsell and one parent, since he was
oo betwieen July 1, 1987 and December 2, 2004,
Those born after December 2, 2004 must pro-
duee documents show prool of date and/or
place of birth of themselves and both parents.

The reactions to the SIR vary. For each, the sig-
nificance of hiving thelr name on the electoral
roll varles. For some, it ks about the rght to
choose thelr representative; for many, it s about
access o government schemes and subsdies; for
the minority, it is the fear that i thelr names are
struck off, they will no longer be deemed cltbzens
andl sent to detention CRmps.

At Joghand, Imtiae Ansarl, 58, who runs a rea-
dymade clothing shop, says he spent two days
tarning his house upside down looking for the
school leaving certificate that shows he complet-
ed Class 10 in 1982, He hasn't needed it ina while,
“IHedn't we voate just last year [in the Lok
election|? Didn't we elect this government? Now
the very people whom we elected and placed in
the high office are probing us, a whether we
are cltbzens of this country or no

Ansarl’s anger pours out in a jumble of ques-
tons. *1 didn't come from America or Hong
Kong. My grandfather died here, my father is bu-
rhidd here, and 1too shall be," he says,

These born before July 1, 1987 must show a
document with prool of date andjor place of
These documents must be attached w the
enumeration forms, At least five of the 11 docu-
ments listed by the BCHdo not indieate the appli-
cants’ place or date of birth,

BLOs, overworked and frustrated
he filing of enumeration forms has gathered
pace over the last few days. As per press state

A boath-level officer verfying documents
during the Special intensive Revision of
electoral ralls in Purnda district, Blhar.
SHiVSHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ments issued by the ECL on July 5, only 13.09% of
nearly 7.9 erore ¢l o and returned their
forms. This figure has b adily growing. By
July 9 it was at 5748%, The EC has not revealed
how many of these forms have documents at-
tached to them,

There is a narrative that repeats itself across
the districts that The Mindu visited. At Kamalpur,
an the outskints of Purnia district, BLO Ramesh
Sahu (name changed) says before the advertise-
ment appeared asking people to submit forms
without documents, only 50 forms were filbed ov
er two days because no one could produce the
necessary documents.

Diligently rifling throwgh the documents of the
restive people surrounding him, Sahu’s anxiety is
peaking. He throws his hands up in frustration.
He says he got the enumeration papers only on
July 5 at 2 pum. There are almost 900 electors in
the boath under him.

“For the first three days, 1 could manage to
process only 25 forms per day, since we needed
toattach the documents. On June 7, Twas told 1
need not ask for those documents; 1 coubd get the
forms Alled just on the basis of an Asdhaar card.
h dlay, | am managing to process 50 to 60
he says. But the pressure is high. Ev
day he gets three or four calls from his supervi
sor. "They say they will withhold my salary and
seek a written explanation if [ don’t finish the task
quckly,” he says.

The entire State administration has been de-
ployed to carry out this exercise. There are
98,498 BLOs at work, assisted by ASHA workers.
‘With patchy Internet coverage, the work of
upbonding the forms is kappening at the block of-
fice, where the BLO sends in the signed forms.

Hurrying through the enumeration forms
without the decuments pushes the onus of verifi-
cation on to the Electoral Registration Office
“When the draft electoral rolls are made publ
o August 1, theusands and thousands of names
will be missing. My apprehension is that many
won't read the draft rolls too, considering they
are working gy from hame. 1t s only when
they return bome on election day to cast their
vote that they find themselves out of the
rolls,” says Jagdeep S, Chhokar, founder of the Ay
soclation for Democratic Reforms, a non-profit
working on electoral and political reforms,

Dalits, angry and worried

At 230 pum. in Jalalgarh, on the outskirts of Pur-
sl dlistriet, paddy saplings are being planted by
women in fields with shin-high water. A cluteh of
women tikes a break from bending over through
the day. They have fust findshied lunch and are sit-
ting on their haunehes,

The government’s insistence on documents
has the group riled up, "There 18 a rate st for
wach document. An Asdhaar card costs 2200 per
person; a birth certficate anything between
1,000 and 12,000, depending on whether our
children were born in hospital or st home. It alse

leaving work for that day to chase after
Puja Disd, who b8 in her early 208, says of
4 shie st pay through the system, She
aclalit belonging to the Rishidev com-
o of 20 Schediled Castes thit are the
rigtnuilised of the Dalit group. The catejgo-
ry was created by the Bihar government during
Kumar's carlier term as Chiel Minkster in 2007,
Everyone chips in with thelr travails, Rambha

Dewd, the eldest in the group, well into her G0s,
interve

"I have this big pile of documenis,”

When they come asking for
| wullal.um it in their faces.” Her bluster in-
vites guifaws from the group, How would thelr
latly Hves be affected if they are not on the voting
list? Thie answer §s unandmous: they will lose all
baoih Central mnl ‘-mu- pumrnn -m

Supaul town, district of the same name, s
from the Rishidev community. “This looks like
ithe government wants to drive us out. lsn'i this
NRC (Natbonal Register of Citlzens)? Aren't they
asking for the same documents that people
would need for NRC? he says,

Naveen is a graduate, the enly one in his vil-
lage to have been to college. "1 have every docu-
ment that the government needs, But at least
50% of people won't,” he says, He s annoyed at
ithe government for sending everyone into this
document-hunting spree. As per Bihar's 2022
caste survey, only 14.71% of adults in the State
have compleed C l.ms 10.

At Kamlapur in Saran district, Mohammad

Mazhar, 28, says he has been trying to make
sense of the ECIs order. His worry §s that though
he has the :uluml leaving certificate, the elderly
at home do not, The worry §s further sccentuated
Iy the speculation that fallure w produce prool
ul birth and place could lead 10 not only disen-
ksement but also deportation,
f the ing electoral roll was good enough
o elect the country's Prime Minkster, why is it not
wood enough to pick the Chief Minkster? If Xe
isting voter list Is unreliable, ket the Prime Minis-
ter resign,” he siys, angrily.

Dilip Kumar Yaday, a private school weache
Phulparas, Madhubani district, has stopped at a
wiyslde stall in the n chowk for his evening
cup of tea, As the conversation veers towards SIR,
he dec “T will not get all this done. 1 am
working towards getting citizenship of a different
country. | don't want to stay in Bthar" The wroup
arcaind him laughs, "One man rules this S
20 years, but does nothing, | have voted
BJP twice. Whit have we got in neturn? he says.,

Inllu- Bihar Assembly, of the 243 seats, the BJP
has 79 and the Janata (United), which is part
of :I:n |'i<l||ﬂ|l-<l| Democratie Alliance at both the
u-nll\- and in the State, has 45.
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Widen the net

The ECEmust heed Court's view on

includi

he Supreme Court of India's pointed ob-
T servitions on Thursday regarding Bihar's

ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls are a crucial course correction
for the Election Commission of India (ECD, which
it must heed immediately. By urging the EC to
comsider including the Aadhaar, the Elector Pho-
to Identity Card, and th fon card among the
acceptable documents for identity verification,
the Court has acknowledged the eritique of the
SIR that the 11 documents listed for verification
are a restrictive and unnecessary barrier to voter
registration. The Court has nudged the BECI to-
ward inclusivity in a way that could help resolve
the core issues with the SIR. The Court rightly ob-
served that “the entire exercise of SIR is about
identity only”, that none of the 1l documents cur-
rently listed are "telltale ones for citizenship”
and that they are all meant to prove identity. It al-
so rightly went on to question why Aadhaar,
which ansidered basic for getting other docu-
ments”, is excluded while dependent documents
such as caste ctrtil'lcalts are accepted, exposing
the inconsistency in the BCT's position, The ECIs
ohjection to Aadhaar as merely proving N.‘lil

more accessible documents

Aiding India’s progress with choice, control and capital

ith the world's population having
crossed the eight billion mark,
looking at the macros is all but
natural. However, there has to be
an equeal focus on the microvulnerable groups,
key populations and individuals on the fringes.
W must endeavour to ensure that the promise of
the 1994 International Conference on Population
and Development (ICDP) is kept, and that every
person gets the right o make informed choices
about their sexual and reproductive health, free
From coercion, discrimination and violence,

This year, the United Nations has announced
its theme for World Population Day as
“Empowering young people to create the families
they want in a Fair and hopeful world®. it
highlights the ICD1Ms special focus on youth, by
affirming their right to accurate information,
education and services in order to make
informed decisions about their sexual and
r\.*pmdu.t.lm: health. It also reflects a simple but

d: of bringing youth to the centre
‘when envisioning the future, ensuring their
freedom of chodce and opportunities,

Home to the largest youth population
UNICEF reports there being 371 million youth in
the age group of 15 to 20 years in India, making it
the world's Largest youth population, This is a
number that stretches existing resources and
systems. But with the right investments in
education, skills and also acoess to health,

dence rather than cit ip reveals a mi
standing of the practical realities of Bihar, bc
sides legal precedents. For example, data show
that while 87% of Bilur's population have an Aad-
haar card, only 45%:50% are matriculates and
chose to just 2% have passports,

The Court's earlier judgments remain relevant
oo, having decisively rejected putting the “onus
of proaf of citizen ' o voters already en-
rolled in previous elections. This precedent con-
tradicts the SIR's approach of treating every voter
as a potential non-citizen unless proven other-
wise and which risks significant disenfranchise.
ment of electors despite their having valid ident-
fieation. While not staying the SIR, the Court also
listed the fudicial review of the whole process, in-
clinding its timing and nature, which "goes to the
very roots of our democracy [and] is about the
right to vote™. The Court has reminded the ECI
that its mandate, under Article 324, is to facilitate
democratic participation, and not to create ob-
staches, There has been enough confusion on the
ground following a more liberal reading of the
ECI's SIR rules on document submissbon and ver-
ification by the Chief Electoral Officer, which was
overruled by the Chief Election Commissioner,
With its suggestion on expanding the list of veri-
fiable documents, the Court has provided the EC1
an opportunity to transform the SIR from a
dangerously exclusionary exercise - one that
could affect marginalised citizens — into a pe
nittinely inclisive process.

Bridge too far
A regular audit of all major

infrastructure projects is a must
0 n July 9, a span of a 40-year-old bridge in

Vadodara in Gujarat caved in, sending

halfa-dozen vehicles into the Mahisagar
river below. On Thursday, 18 people were con-
firmed diead. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has
ordered an investigation into the cause, which lo-
cals have alleged to be the long-standing neglect
by local authorities, On June 15, an fron pedes-
trian bridge over the Indrayani river in Pune dis-
trict collapsed due to overloading, leaving four
dead. In May, a conerete slab being hosted by a
crane at the site of the construction of a bridge
over the Kathajodi river in Cuttack fell on workers
below, killing three. Similarly, in 2024, the Ghat-
kopar hoarding collapse in Mumbai resulted in 17
fatalities, And in 2023, there were more accidents
~ a girder failure at an under-construction rail-
wiy bridge in Mizoram left 26 workers dead; a
rooftop billboard collapse killed two women in
Lucknow; and a pillar collapse at a metro con-
struction site in Bengaluru killed a mother and
her toddler. In 2022, the Morbi suspension bridge
over the Machehhu river, again in Gujarat, failed,
killing more than 140 people. These are only
some of the hundreds of incidents involving the
catastrophic failure of public infrastructure.
They are accompanied by road accidents and
deadly fires in crowded areas, both of which reg:
ularly claim many lives.

Even if they are isolated, they are not entirely
accidental: they are symptoms of India's ageing
infrastructure that is being tested, especially in
urban areas, as industrial growth and urban
populations expand. Facilities such as bridges,
roads and hospitals that were designed for some
number of users, are progressively giving way un-
der the weight of more, So also are the depart-
ments responsible for their upkeep, many of
which remain underfunded, understaffed or
eomplacent. While the authorities have ordered
imvestigations into these incidents, foew have
yielded failure analysis reports into the public do-
main. Some also prompted audits but they were
restricted to infrastruc ure of the same type. Gie
ven the evident ubiquity of the problem, India
must mudlt)' asset-creating initiatives such as the

ture Development Fund to have
ies and adjust the incentives of
rehabilitative schemes such as the Atal Mission
for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation to
help regularly maintain ageing urban assets in all
centres, with greater frequency in those peopled
by 10 lakh or more. Second, while baseline audit
frameworks for municipal bridges exist, they
mitist be enforeed more uniformly and transpa-
rently. Finally, until then, accidents must trigger
a prrobe by & statutory body plus o mandatory au-
dit of all major infrastructure, and States must en-
deavour to publish the findings at the carliest.
M
L3

nitrition, and family planning services, it can
become a powerful driver of national progross,
Unbeashing this youth potential in India could
boost its GOP by wp to $1 trillion by 2030,
unlocking a demographic divide as projected by
the World Bank and NITI Aayog, while
significantly reducing unemployment and
improving social outcomes.

India has made significant strides with
initiatives such as ‘Bet Bachao Beti Padhao” and
the National Adolescent Health Programme,
reducing child marriage and adolescent fertility
rates. Yet, there is still room to do more as a
nation in order to address persistent challenges
such as limited reproductive autonomy,
socio-cultiral barriers and gender nequality.
These continue to festrict many young people
(especially young women) from realising their
true potential,

For instance, the prevalence of child marriages
in India has reduced by half since 2006, but is
still reported at 23,3% (National Family Health
Survey-5, 200921, Further, teenage childbearing
among women in the age group of 15 to 19 years
was pegged at 7% nationally. But in some States,
the rate was reported to be more than double,
highlighting stark regional disparities (National
Family Health Survey-5). In addition, the recently
published State of World Population Report 2025
by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFTA)
underscores the lack of reproductive autonomy
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and the erisis of fertility aspirations, particularly
among wornen. More than a third of Indian aduilts
(36%) Face unintended pregnancies, while
another 30% reported unmet reproductive goals,
L., an inability to exercise their choice about the
number of children they have, Almost 23% of
Indian adults faced both.

Issue of child marriage
The need is for a comprebensive, multipronged
strategy which includes education,
COntraception acoess, nutrition,
mental health support and
community empowerment to tackle
the root causes rather than
addressing symptoms,

UNICEF reports that each
additional year of secondary
education ean reduce the likelihood
of child marriage by up to 6%. Project
Uddaan {implemented by IPE Global in
Rajasthan between 2017 and 2002), used this as
its basis; it became an example of how a
streambined, 360° approach can drive

\"N@'
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their own terms. At the heart of this
ermpowerment lies economic independence.
When economically empowered, wormen gain the
resourees, thee confidence and the voice to shape
their futures and contribute meaningfully to
society.

To address the issues surrounding women's
economic empowerment and the low female
labour force participation, Project Manil is being
implemented by IPE Global in eollaboration with
the Government of Rajasthan in six
selected districts (2019-25). The
programme which utilises a
human-centred design approach,
understands the aspirations of young
women, then aligns skill training with
these aspi s, add endables them
o have unhindered acoess to
dignified emplayment apportunities
at genderdriendly workplaces. As
with all effective programmes, this
has been complemented with addressing harmiul
social norms Ihmuﬁh consistent behaviour

change for young people.

The initiative addressed the challenge of early
marriages and teenage pregnancies by keeping
girls in secondary school through the strategic
use of government scholarship schemes,
improving their swareness of sexual and
reproductive health, and improving access to
modern contraceptives for young women, which
helped bolster the voice and reproduetive agency
of girls and women. The initiative led to almost
30,000 child marriages being prevented and
niearly 15,000 teenage pregnancies being averted,
‘while also ensuring an education and a bright
future for these girls.

Similarly, the Advika programme, launched by
the Government of Odisha in partnership with
UNICEF-UNFPA in 201920, has made strides in
preventing child marriage through strategies
which include strengthening state systems,
buﬁlr.rmg awareness about child protection issues,

g ol thwh | i
sklll d.l.w:lupmcnt and leadership training. lts
youth-focused approach has enabled about
11,000 villages to be declared child marriage free;
in 2022, nearly 950 child marriages were
stoppsed.

Addressing child marriage and early
pregrancy is essential, but true empowerment
means going further - equipping adolescents,
especially girls, with the skills, the education and
the opportunities they need o lead independent
and meaningful lives, while also fostering
enabling environments that support their agency,
woice and participation in decisions that affect
them. This includes the timing of their marriage,
reproductive freedom (whether or not to have
children, the age at which they have the first
child, the mumber of children they wish to have),

or how they choose to live meaningful lives on

change comi The project
has made families prosperous ;and has also
transformed communities. For instance, it helped
28,000 young wormen (ages 18 to 21 years) to
complete skill training at government skill
training centres - 16,000 were cmploytd making
them the first generation of women from their
communities to enter skilled professions,
Empowered by financial stability, these young
wornen exude better negotiation power to delay
or get married.

Accelerating progress

The State of World Population 2025 report aptly
focuses on rights-based, multisector imvestments
and underscores that progress hinges on
expanding universal acoess to contraception, safe
abortion, maternal health and infertility care, and
also in remaving structural barriers such as
education, housing, childeare and waorkplace
flexibility. It also emphasises that investing in
girls' education, life-skills development,
conditional cash transfers, community
maobilisation and health services delivers
measurable gains. Programimes such as Udaan,
Achvika and Manzil showease how these
investments ean be brought to life and improve
the future of youth everywhere,

The UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres,
has rightly called for this World Population Day to
celebrate the potential and the promise the
largest-ever generation of youth holds, It is
important to remember that they are entithed to
shape their futures by making informed choices
about their health, families, careers and lives.
Iruclia stands at a defining moment on its
development journey, and its success will depend
on how well it can understand the aspirations of
its youth, amplifying the voices of young women,
and helping unlock opportunities for them,

Population decline and an ill-informed chorus

emagraphic thinking has always been
.) intertwined with public discourse and, at

times, poorly interpreted. With every
passing Population Day’, we see a shifting
chiscourse: from a Malthusian ery about runaway
growth and ecological strain to an animated fear

of Fast-falling fertility rates. Devikrishna N8B,
The two sides Departmantal
A rising chorus of voices is warmr.ug Ihl: vn:rld of Biostatintics and
population decline and civili 1 b i

nothing”. Yet, much of this dlam:mim is
premature, analytically flawed, and ethically
troubling. While there is no ambiguity that the
fertility rate is falling, the implications draown are
often illinformed. Pro-natalist movements are
gaining currency among nation-states with
warying degrees of urgency. For the last few years,
the selfidentified ‘demographer’ Elon Musk has
been ‘concerned’ about falling birth rates and
predicted a “population collapse” within the next
20 years, The Musk Foundation even made its
biggest donation to a higher education institution
~ aboit §10 million, to the University of Texas —
to establish the ‘Population Wellbeing Initiative’.
Juxtaposed with Mr. Musk's :Ialrm are the data
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for Population
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is Prafessar,
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by the United Nations World Pop
Prospects (WPP), released l:\rr:ry two years. The
world's population is predicted to increase during
the next 50 years, from 8.2 billion in 2024 to a
peak of about 10.3 billion in the mid-2080s,
according o WPP 2024, The world's population is
expected to steadily decline after a peak of 10,2
billion by the end of the century; 10,2 billion
people is proof that the population collapse is a
hoax, even though it is predicted that the world's
population in 2100 will be 6% smaller, or roughly
T00 million fewer people than it was predicted 10
VTS B

International institute
for Populatian
Seiences

The fertility rate
i Falling but
much of the
alarmism is
premature,
analytically
flawed and

rates drive these projections — the farther the
projection, the less accurate it is. Second, there is
a lag effect in demographic change, in other
words, the time lag between changes in vital rates
(survival and reproduction) and their apparent
implication on the age distribution and
population size, When a population reaches
below-replacement fertility (total fertility rate or
TFR value of less than 2.1), it can
continue to have increments for
deendes. This phenomenon is knewn

N

unemployment {21%) stood out for the Indian
respondents, The Republic of Korea spent more
than $200 billion to boost its population over the
last 20 years, Ending a nine-year declining trend,
for the first time births in South Korea are
showing a slight rebound of 7.3% in the first
quarter of 2025 when compared to the same
peeriod last year. This uptick in births seems to be
backed by a rise in marriages and a
positive outlook on marriage and
children. Despite this optimistic

as population momentum. In other trend, respondents in the Republic of
words, growth is maintained because Forea cite financial (58%) and housing
a significant portion of the 'nnln limitations (31%) as factors bkeading
reproductive-age population

continues to produce children, albeit
fewer than in the past. No population
shrinks overnight or reaches
stationarity {zero growth) linearly.

The *‘real fertility crisis’
In the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
report, The Real Fertility Crisis: The Pursuit of
uetive Agency in a Changing World'
(2025), around 14,000 people from 14 countries
were asked whether they “feel able’ to have
children, to which one in five responded that they
woukd not be able to have the number of children
they desire, Nearly 23% of respondents desired
having a child, which went unfulfilled at the
preferred time.

And, 40% of these respondents ultimately had
to forgo their desire to hive a child, Irrespective
of whether the surveyed country had higher or
lower fertility rates, people are either overunder
realising their desired fertility, indicating
ubiguitous barriers to achieving their ideal family
size, When asked about the factors that
influenced people to have fewer children than

POPULETIO

" them to have fewer children,

Need for societal changes

The panic over falling births and an
ageing population has unjustly
targeted women who have opted out
of childbearing, curbing their rights t abortion
and other means of contraception. The
homogenisation of women as a single entity,
shedding the idea of childbearing, is absurd. Mast
people want to have children, on average, around
twao, yet they are shut out of parenthood. It is a
reminder that the focus should shift to those
wormnen who want to have children and are
unable to do so - not to the ones who are
voluntarily childless. Be that as it may,
target-driven pronatalism, such as baby bonuses
and one-off benefits, often reinstates traditional
pgender roles and ignores men's contribution, and
does more harm than good.

Countries facing declining fertility need to let
o of their ethno-nationalist discourse and
support significant societal changes in Bwvour of
women and families. The associated fear of a

shrinking workforee should not be addressed

A large portion of the alarmism misses two they desire, unsurprisingly, infertility (13%), throigh foreing women to have more babies, but
points, First, projections are not predictions. The ethically Anancial limitations (38%), housing limitations through hiring them in the paid workforee and
underlying assumptions regarding Future vital troubling (22%), lack of quality childcare (18%) and ot peralising them for motherhood,
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bridge collapse with a total of six wheels durahility of the bridges infrastructure, shoddy paying for this with their conflict are leaving a trail of
There are incidents in India, | are now obsolete. The comes into focus, In future, repair work, and officials lives, suffering. It would be my
of late, of bridges collapsing | bridge was probably one of | it must be ensured that asleep at the wheel. Bridges | K. Chidanand Kumar, earnest and humble plea to
even as they are being built. | many constructed with bridges are constructed are not supposed to Bengalunu the United Nations to
But the collapse of a these trucks in mind. But keeping this factar in mind trermble under traffic. They earnestly get these warring
partion of a 40-year-old now a number of trucks (Page 1, July 10). are supposed to stand End the wars nations to sit together and
bridge in Vadodara needs have 10 wheels to carry V. Lakshmanan, strang. Yet, time and again, | Asa peace-loving citizen, a make a sincere attemnpt to
choser inspection. The double the cargo, thus Tiruipur, Tamd Hadu weak design, poor oversight | nonagenarian and as ane usher in peace.
reason for the collapse is exponentially increasing the and sheer apathy turn them | who has lived through both | Manl Nataraajan,
rot far to seek. For several weight of the trucks, When This is not an isolated inte traps. Our the First and Second World Chinaal

decades, trucks have had
four wheels at the rear and
two in front. Such trucks

such countiess and
slow-moving loaded trucks
cross such bridges, the

incident but a growing
symptom of a naticnwide
epidemic: ageing

infrastructure is not the only
thing crumbling, 5o is our
governance. And people are

.
e

Wars, | find it distressing
that the Russia-Ukraine war
and the Palestine-lsrael
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Are existing mechanisms effective in preventing custodial violence?
== i | PARLEY | QQ mitt‘ l:ml?:;iﬁgﬁcﬁ;ﬂi‘:, _
he gruesome death of security guard Custodial violence should not be dismissed ﬁ?ﬂﬂ"&ﬁimamﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁh
T Ajith Kumar, 27, while in police as the actions of a few had apples' within the E\':ﬂ f:;'?lc_ﬂ-lt‘ﬁl ?Tailr'mi?rnliahiuh:}:n
A e I oo v i o ik bt perenmed y | S0 SR T
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The Square Cirele
Clinic, HALSAR

grim addition to the long and growing list of

= fial deaths in India. In resp Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin has ordered a CBI probe to
ensure a transparent investigation, and the
Madras High Court has directed the agency to
complete its inquiry and submit a report by

Wndversity ol L, yyymiee 20, Are the existing institutional

Hyderabad mechanisms effective in preventing ru.-.lndul
violence? M. and Anup h
discuss the question in a conversation
muoderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited
exoemits:
Why does l:nslndlll vinlzm pcrslsld.ﬂpilz
statutory safi

M guidelines?

Srinivasun Anup Surendranath: India has signed but not

Professor of ratified the United Nations Convention Against

Crminology 8t octyre, and lacks a stand-alone domestic law

EEMI:::‘;"'W criminalising torture. This reflects a lack of

political will to implement international human
rights obligations. However, the more pressing
concern lies in the entrenched institutional
culture that normalises and even justifies
custodial violence. Police personnel often
perceive such violence as a necessary means to
achieve justice, especially when the formal legal
process is seen as slow and ineffective. Public
reaction to custodial violence is similarly
inconsistent and often shaped by the nature of
the case. For instance, while the recent incident
has sparked widespread outrage, the 2019
alleged encounter killing of four men accused of
raping and murdering a veterinarian near
Hyderabad was met with public celebration.
There is also a glaring absence of authoritative
data on custodial violence. As a result,
accountability mechanisms remain weak.

What factors contribute to the institutional
culture that condones police brutality?

M. Srinivasan: The rigid hierarchical structure
of police forces, combined with a high-pressure
working emvironment, fosters a culture in which
aggression is often valorised. Mainstream films
frequently glorify vigilante justice. In many cases
of custodial violence, instead of facing
disciplinary action, offending officers are
rewarded with promaotions.

AS: Custodial viclence should not be dismissed
as the actions of a few "bad apples’ within the
systemn. Such behaviour is perpetuated by

B. &jith Kumnar's family mourns his death in Slvaganga district. L BsHANDOR

entrenched social hierarchies and an enduring
colonial mindset within the pOJICE where th:
publl: particularly i

is viewed not as citizens to be pmtl:ncd but as
subjects to be controlled. Certain bodies are
routinely viewed with suspicion and subjected
o heightened surveillance and force. Policing, in
this framewark, is not about serving the
population but about exerting authority ower it.

‘What reforms are required to change such
prevailing attitudes?

M It is cricial to implement robust training
programmes that not only equip police
personnel with modern policing metheods, but
also sensitise them to their own implicie biases.
Third-degree torture is often disproportionately
inflicted on petty offenders, while white-collar
criminals are rarely subjected to such treatment.
There is also an urgent need to adopt scientific
interrogation techniques. Most police officers
lack adequate training in contemporary
irnvestigative methods and forensic tools, and
there is often a reluctance to collaborate with
external experts such as forensic specialists and
mental health professionals. Another important
reform, supported by many stakeholders, is the
decriminalisation of petty offences, particularly
minar property-related crimes. This would limit
the arbitrary use of arrest powers and help
ensure that custodial detention is reserved for
exceptional cases.

1n 2020, the Supreme Court mandated the
installation of CCTV cameras in police
stations and affirmed victims' right to access
the footage. How effectively have these
directions been implemented?

AS: The Paramvir Singh Saini v. Baljit Singh
(20200 judgment is a classic example of the
Supreme Court prescribing technocratic

enduring colonial mindset within the police,
where the public, particularly marginalised
communities, is viewed not as dtizens o be
prodecied, but as subjects o be controlled.
ANUP SURENDRANATH

solutions to deeply entrenched institutional
problems. In reality, compliance with its
directions is minimal. More importantly, as seen
in the Ajith Kumar case, acts of torture often
occur outside police stations, Even where
cameras are installed, a commaon complaint is
that they are conveniently non-functional when
victims' famlll.csscckdn:ncs to the fouugc This
comtribiutes to the ¢ e of
illegal detentions, with arrest “dates and times
frequently manipulated in police records,
Ultimately, the effectiveness of any reform rests
on political will and the institutional capacity o
enforee it.

1ed
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magisterial oversight. This systemic failure
contributes to the abysmally low conviction
rates in cases of custodial torture and deaths.

A further concern is the routine admission of
torture-based evidence in the legal process.
Section 27 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, is
particularly problematic. While the liw excludes
confessions made to the police from
admissibility, it permits the use of material
recovered as a result of such confessions. This
loophole enables the continued use of custodial
torture, as coereed confessions can stll produce
evidence that is admissible in court.

In Prakash Slitq\’! ¥ Urur.m oﬂndrﬂ {ZIJM). the
Court of
pnlinemnplu]nts Iutlmrltll:s led by retired
Jjudges, at the State and district levels to
ndlin‘_'.s cnmplaims xg‘li.nst police

hulimtlun-]mhdng; been?

AS: Most States have failed to establish these

has
introducing a provision that reverses the
burden of proof in such cases. Do you think
this could enhance accountability?

AS: Introdducing a rebuttable presumption in
evidence law would be a significant step towards
accountability, However, those most

subjected to such violence typically belong to
vulnerable communities. The real question,
then, is how we are enabling them to access the
legal and constitutional remedies available to
therm. 1t is unrealistic to expect victims or their
families to navigate the labyrinth of legal
procedures on their own. Our justice system
often tests the resilience of the very people it
should be protecting. So, while legal reforms are
important, without parallel efforts to empower
vulnerable communities and reduce systemic
barriers, the pursuit of justice will remain an
uphill battle.

Are judicial magistrates, as the first line of
defence against police excesses, discharging
their duty to prevent such abuses?

AS: The statutory recuirement to produce an
aceused before 1 magistrate within 24 hours of
arrest is a critical safeguard against police
excesses. However, it is deeply concerning how
perfunctory this process has become.
Magistrates often fail to fulfil their intended role,

horities. Where they do exist, their credibility
is compromised by the inclusion of serving
palice officers as members. This reflects a
broader pattern in which judicial directives
receive little meaningful compliance from State
governments, It abso raises serious questions
about the judiciary's ability to enforce its orders,

Can cnmmuni.ty pnlh:lng or gml.ter civil
society i

practices?

M5 Absolutely. Awareness campaigns led by the
media, educational institutions, and civil socety
organisations can play a vital role in informing
people about their constitutional rights and the
mechanisms available for redress. Increased
public seruting of custodial practices can also
generate pressure for systemic reforms, At the
same time, for community policing to be
effective, lt is essential to clearly define the role

af fves and t
are prupcrh' uzln.cd e engage with Law
enforcement constructively.
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Caught in violence while reporting
on prolests against violence

TEBDOK

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

All eves on Pandharpur

Hundreds of people come together at protests to express solidarity

Shrabana Chatterjee

5 a female reporter, I have always

found it unsettling to cover

crimes against women. The chal-
lenge is not only to repart the story, but
to keep personal feelings out of it as well.
Reporters also cannot afford to let their
puard down, especially while covering
protests. Hundreds of people come to-
gether at such protests to express solidar-
ity with the cause. However, some of
them also come with an agenda.

In less than a year, 1 found myself
caught in at least two violent situations
while covering two separate cases of sex-
ual assault. Last year, when India was ce-
lebrating its 78th Independence Day, Kol-
kata was reeling from the horrific rape
and murder of a 31-yearold doctor inside
the R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospi-
tal. Like my colleagues and peers, | spent
a lot of time on the road covering ‘Re-
laim the Night' marches, held by people
protesting against sexual violence,

‘Ome night, 1 entered R.G. Kar Hospital
and stood in front of a stage, waiting for
one of the marches to start. The premises
had been heavily barricaded and police
personnel had been stationed at all the
entrance gates. The space felt secure —
until it did not. A few minutes post mid-
night, I started hearing loud screams. 1t
was clear that something was wrong;
these were not protest shogans.

Suddenly, more than 100 men, some
imtoxicated, broke the gates of the hospi-
tal. They brought down the barricades
and went on a rampage. As they hurled
stones and sticks at protesters, terrified
workers, doctars, and nurses ran looking
for cover. The police fled, offering little or
no help. Many police personnel were in-
jured. Later, they told the media that they
were not prepared to handle the mob,

Panic rising, 1 ran across the college
campus, knocking on every door and
pleading for shelter. All 1 wanted to do
wits to hide from the violent mob. Most of
the students said they could not trust me
enough to bet me inside. They were suspi-

M
K

with the cause, but some also come w

cious of me and T couldn't blame them,
The situation was already violent and the
odds were stacked against them. Finally,
one kind man took mercy and urged his
peers to let me inside a seminar hall. 1
Joined a group of people huddled inside.

We stacked wooden planks and desks
against the entrance in a desperate at-
tempt to keep the mob out. [ waited with
them for hours, watching my phone in
dismay as the battery threatened to die.
Every time there was a bang on the door,
we shivered in fear. The mob could be
heard shusing people outside. They were
trying their best to locate people hiding
inside the campus. They finally went
away and we walked out, relieved.

In June this year, | was covering anoth-
er protest march in front of the South Cal-
cutta Law College. For nearly three
hours, there had barely been any activity.
S0, as human nature would have it, T let
my guard down. But that was the calm
befosre the storm.

The situation again escalated in se-
conds. A group of political workers who
allegedly came to protest against the lack
of safety of women started abusing the
students who were agitating about the
same issue. They hurled gendered abuses
at us and beat up everyone who came in
their way, including women. Caught in
the crosshairs, I ran with other journal-
ists. We looked for cover and found a tea
shop. The police were nowhere to be
seen this time too,

While reporting on protests against
violence, reporters don't expect to be
caught in the violence. Both these prot-
ests were in the heart of the city, yet 1
ended up feeling threatened. 1 won-
dered, if 1 felt this way in a crowd, how
frightened and insecuire must women feel
while travelling alone at night? The expe-
riences left me shaken and I realised that
1 would always have to watch my back.
Journalists need to constantly look for a
way out of such situations, to save our-
sehves and to tell the story.

shrahana. charterfergthehimdu.co.in

»

Warkars, members of a Hindu religious tradition called the Warkarl Sampradaya, dance on the banks of the Chandrabhagha river on the occasien of Aashadi Ekadashi in
Pandhanpur in Maharashtra. Ashadhi Ekadashi is a significant pilgrimage for devetees of Lord Vitthal EMMANIL OB

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 11, 1975

Jeddah meet to consider Saudi
move to set up Islamic oil fund

Mew Delhi, Juby 10: The Foreign Ministers of
nearly 40 Afro-Asian Islamic States meeting in
Jeddah this weekend will be considering the
Saudi Arabian proposal for the creation of a
special fund by the oil-rich Muslim countries
o help out their Islamic brethren with credit
and grant in footing the high costs of their oil
imports. The participants in this conference
include the more affluent lslamic countries
like Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia, the Gulf

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

Shieikhdoms, Libya, Algeria and Nigeria, and
Malaysia and Indonesia. One of the principal
beneficiaries of this Islamic oil fund will be
Pakistan, which is already receiving
considerable financial assistance from Iran,
Saudi Arabia and some of the Gulf
Sheikhdoms. Apart from easing the burden of
its payments position, the proposed subsidies
from the Islamic fraternity will enable Pakistan
to utilise some of the extra cash for buying
arms from countries like the United States.
There are reports that, besides commending
the Saudi propoesition for an Islamic oil fund,
Pakistan has been sctively campaigning for
the support of the Muslim countries to its
candidature for one of the Security Council
seats falling vacant at the end of this year.

e

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 11, 1925
Bombay cotton crisis

Bombay, July 10: The conversation between the
Committee of the Bombay Mill-owners'
Association and the local labour leaders have
commenced. At a conference yesterday, the
Chairman of the Mill-owners” Association
explained to the labour leaders the position of
the mill industry and told them that if
immediate action was not taken half the mills
would have to be closed down at onee. The
Mill-owners wanted to avoid extensive
unemployment. At the same time they were
anxious to reduce their losses,

s
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Ukrainians killed in
Russian attacks in

Women detected with

THE# @ HINDU

Number of journalists

cancer-like symptoms

killed in Israeli strikes

Persons rescued due

Number of foreigners

to the flood in the

June this year

Russia’s escalation of
232 drone and missile

attacks on Ukrainian
cities led 1o a three-year high in the
number of civilians killed or wounded in
June, the United Nations sakd on Thursday.
The UN verified at least 1,343 wounded

during the menth, e

These

in Hingoli
women in

14,542

Maharashtra have been detected with
“cancer-lke symptoms” during screening
under the Sanjivani scheme, State Health
Minister Prakash Abitkar informed the
Assembly on Thursday, e

in Iran

The media arm of the Basi|
paramilitary fonces — & branch

Guard Corps — sakd the death toll among
redia workers had risen to 12 fallewing
the Identification of twe additional
individuals, the IRNA news agency
reported. av

of the lslamic Revalutionary

Northeast

The Army Fas
launched
2 humanitarian

asslstance and disaster relief operations in
several States of Northeast, according to a
release Bsued on Thursday, The army has
o far deployed 40 relief columns and
reseued 3,B20 people, it sald, en

Arabia in 2025 so far

Saudi Arabia executed two
Ethioplan nationals on

drug charges, the Interior

Minkstry sald on Thursday, bringing the
number of farelgners put to death since
the Beginning of the year to at least 101,
according o an AFP tally, we

COUPILED B THE FIMEL AT TEAY

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n July 10, the Supreme Court
directed the Election
Commission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar cards, voter ID cards,
and ration cards as acceptable documents
for the special i intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls i 5
bateh of petitions challenging the BC's
dhecision for further hearing on July 28.
The court’s remark - that the question of

‘right to vote” goes to the very root of the
La

functioning of our republic - has
spotlight on the foundational proce
India's electoral machinery and the
genesis of Ingdia’s 'universal adult suffrage’
(UAS), India's constitutional promise of
the “right to vote” differs significantly from
that of many Western democracies.
Reflecting the flawed belief, espoused by
thinkers like ].5. Mill, that voting should

denied to the “ignorant,” countries like
the LLE. initially restricted the franchise
o male property owners. Universal male
suffrage emerged only in 1918, and
women were granted the right to vote a
decade later in 1928. In the LS., although
the 15th and 19th Amendments extended
voting rights to African Americans (1870)
and women {1920}, systemic barriers such
a5 poll tazees and literacy tests continued
to disenfranchise many for decades
thereafter.

How was universal adult suffrage
made real in India?

In sharp contrast, far from gradwalism
and the ‘privileged class' eriteria, India's
choice of immediate, universal inclusion
ensured ‘democratic equality’ from the
outset, bypassing the prolonged and often
violent struggles seen elsewhere. Article
326 of the Constitution granted every
adult citizen the right to vote, regardless
of gender, caste, religion, education, or
property, at a time when most of the
world moved cautiowsly. Initially set at 21
veurs of age, this threshold was kowered
oy 18 by the Glst Constitutional
Amendment in 1989, This commitment o
a robust, inclusive democracy found
further comstitutional reinforcement in a
series of Supreme Court judgments,
natably starting with Kesavananda
Bharati v, State of Kerala (1973), which
established democracy as part of the
‘basic structure’ docirine, For this ideal o
function meaningfully, people should be
able o freely decide the fate of their
povernment, an unassailable right thar
shapes povernance and must never be
compromised.

This inclusive vision was
operationalised throwgh tao key laws: the
Representation of the People Act, 1950,
wihich governs the preparation and
revision of electoral rolls; and the 1951
Act, which regulates election conduct,
candidature, and electoral offences. The
EC has repeatedly introduced
administrative innovations to realise this
‘constitutional prom Notably, the then
Chief Election Commissioner Sukumar
Sen, faced with the task of enrolling 173
million largely illiterate voters, turmed
bogistical hurdle into a democratic
breakthrough by introducng election
symbods, making UAS practically
arcessible.

In India, EC has a great responsibility
to reach the lase citizen, wherever they
may be, to actualise their ‘right to elect’.
As Winston Churchill once said, “At the
beottonm of all tributes paid w democracy
is the little man, walking into a little
booth, with a litthe pencil, making a little
cross om a litthe bit of paper...” His words

o »
K

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

The need to safeguard the right to vote

What did the Supreme Court say about electoral rolls revision in Bihar? Is the right to vote a fundamental right in India? Can electoral roll ervors invalidate an
election? How can India balance electoral vigilance with the inclusion of genuine voters?

remain a timeless reminder that the
health of any democracy ultimately rests
om the sanctity of the 'right to vote’.

Is voting a fundamental right in
India?
The legal status of the ‘right to vote” in

B.R. Ambedkar and KT, Shah proposed
including it in the Constitution's
fundamental rights part, the Constituent
Assembly's Advisory Committes
ultimately rejected the idea. Importantly,
a Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Couwrt in Kuldip Nayar v. Union of India
(2006) hedd that the *right to elect’ isa
statutory right under Section 62 of the
RPA, 1951, and not a fundamental or
constitutional right.

Later in 2016, though a twojudge
bench in Rafbala v. State of Haryana
described the ‘right to vote' as a
constitutbonal right, the larger bench
ruling in Kuldip Nayar prevails. Again, in
Anoep Bararrwal v. Union of India (2023),
the top court declined to pronounce on
the issue, noting that it had already been
settled by the five-judge Bench in the
Kuldip Nayar judgment. However, in his
dissent, Justice Ajay Rastogi asserted that
the ‘right to vote' is an expression of
Article 19(1)a) and reflects the essence of
Article 21. Yet, as this view remains a
minarity opinion, the ‘right to elect’
continues to be recognised as a statutory
right under prevailing law.

Nevertheless, even though itisnota
fundamental right, courts have regarded
the right to vote as an inseparable parl of

v, anchaoring their in
the idea that it enables citizens mshape
making it a it

|mp-mztm. vital to the Indian republic’s
survival, As philosopher John Dewey said,
democracy is not juse a form of
government, but a social and personal
ideal.

Why does electoral roll accuracy
matter?
Free and fair ebections rest on accurate
electoral rolls, under the RPA, 1950,
Inaccuracies — such as mass omissions,
ineligible inclusions, duplicates, or
incorrect entries — undermine the “one
JReTsON, Ore vote" principle h}' enakbling
ation, disenfr ar

:I.llulmn of votes, ultimately distorting the
people’s mandate. Therefore, the ECis
empowered under Section 21 of the 1950
Act to prepare and revise these rolls to
ensure integrity.

While discrepancies may arise, courts
have consistently held that only

India has lomg been debated. Although Dr.

systemic errors that
demonstrably “materially affected" the
election outcome can compr the
s.mctuty of the electoral
mistakes or isolated di
are insufficient. Allegations like those in
Bihar warrant scrutiny, but it must also be
noted that purification of rolls is
necessary because just as the exclusion of
an eligible voter undermines democracy,
50 does the inclusion of an ineligible
name, Therefore, rather than disrupting
or delaying the exercise, efforts should
focus on helping improve the process,
The Supreme Court's suggestion to
include more accepted documents helps
safeguard every genuine elector's right to
be mpcrtunted_

the right to inclusion or
objection in electo s is conferred on
individuals, not political parties, the court
in Lakshmi Charan Sen v. A.K.M. Hassan

illiterate and politically unaware
electorate, parties should ke steps o

sure eligible voters are included and
ble ones are removed. Given India®s
party-based Parliamentary system, such
vigilance will help to preserve ‘electoral
integrity”.

‘Whe qualifies as an ordinary
resident?
The EC under Article 324 serves as the
constitutional guardian of elections, with
powers of superintendence, direction,
and control. A key duty is preparing
accurate electoral rolls, guided by Section
19 of the RPA, 1950, which mandates that
dﬂ)‘ citizen aged 18 or above, “ordinarily
dent Ansn_sutuum.ydnd not
ualified, is entitled to be regis
"Ordinary resident” implies a genuine,
conti nota v
stay, For example, a student living in a
hostel may not qualify if their permanent
home and intent to retumn lie elsewhere.
Mere temporary absence from one's place
of ordinary residence does not negate
one's status as an ordinary resident of
that location, This criterion prevents
fraudulent registrations and ensures
voters maingain real
constituencies, preserving representitive

Interestingly, the Manmohan Singh
case (1991) exemplifies judicial scrutiny on
this front, His election from Assam was
challenged for lack of “ordinary
residence,” leading the court to clarify
that ordinary residence means hahitual,
regular, and genuine presence, not a
temporary or casual stay or & nominal
address. Beyond ordinary voters, India's

A booth-evel afficer verifying documents during the special intersive revision of electoral rolls st Kamalpur in Bihar's Pumia district, SHASH) SHEXHAR KASHYAR

electoral system accommodates those
unahbe to vote conventionally, Under Rulbe
18 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961,
allots” are available to service
visters like armed forces personmnel,
paramilitary, armed State police posted
outside, and government staff abroad,
and voters on election duty, Overseas
Indian citizens living abroad
nreign citizenship - can register
under Section 204 of the RPA, 1950,
However, they must vote in person, as
they are currently ineligible for postal or
proxy voting,

‘One of the most contentious isswes
regarding the SIR exercise in Bihar is the
debare on ‘citizenship verification’. In Lal
Babu Hussein v. ERD (1995), the court
quashed two EC directives (1992 and
1994 allowing District Collectors and
Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) o
identify and delete alleged foreigners
fromm voter rolls, The Supreme Court
mated that the poll body guidelines put
the “amus of proof of citizenship” on the
persom involved, even disregarding that
several persons were voters in previous
elections.

The court rubed that EROs must give
due weight to past electoral rolls, conduct
Full inguiries, and follow quasi i
procedures, enwrlng natuﬁlj
adherene
Constitution, These safeguards must
guide the current exercise as well.
Maoreover, allegations or vague suspicions
cannot justify the exclusion of individuals
from citizenship or vover lists without
credible evidence and due process,
according to the judgments in Lal Babu
and Md, Rahim Ali (2024),

‘What is next?
The Bihar SIR controversy and broader
electoral reform debates highlight a core
democratic truth: India's democracy
depends on electoral rolls that are
accurate, inclusive, and accessible, As the
Supreme Court prepares to resums
hearings on July 28, the EC must complete
tthe exercise with a careful balance
between genuine vigilance and inclusion
to uphold the fairmess of the process.
Public awareness should emposwe
wvoters to verify and update their entries,
making them active custodians of
electoral integrity. Safeguarding the vote
is not merely a statutory obligation; it is a
shared democratic responsibility,
requiring vigilant institutions, informed
wcitizens, and forward-looking legal
reforms,
Kartikey Singh is a lawyer hased in New
Dethi
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The Supreme Court, while
hearing challenges to the
special intensive revision in
Bihar, suggested that the
Election Commission consider
hadhaar, voter 1D, and ration
card as acceptable documents,
amove almed at improving
access and reducing wiangfl
exclugiong,

-

The Election Commission,
under Article 324, 15
empowered to revise electoral
rolls under Section 21 of the
RPA, 1950 — but this process
must balance vigilance with
Inclusion, and follow due
process 1o sk wianghl
disenfranchisement,

-

The right to wote in India s &
statutary right, net a
fundarmental one, but it i
treated as a ‘democratic
imperative’ essential to the
survival of the Indian republic.
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Daid Corenswet In & scene from Supermman |2025). ar

Curse of perfectionism: Why Superman is a
timeless superhero we could all relate to?

Superman, often dismissed as an outdated fantasy, mirrors relevant social constraings as a saviour burdened by the need to be flawless ina world

suspicious of the non-conforming, as a misfit who needs to hide who he s o cope with the fear of not belonging

hen comic book writers
Jerry § wl Joe
Shuster debuted the
red-caped crusader in
“Action Comibcs 01 in 1938, Superman was
a necessity, He was a collective champion
whao was meant to be a ray of hope for the
less fortunate chilldren; a pre r whi
shome light on a world reeling from the
a Jewish feon
1 who
seonceptions attached w
if the Amerlean
dream, and a powerful voice against
uestice whe offered ¢ asy escape for
the working-class, Barn in one of the most
vulnerable eras in modern history, he had
1o b the perfect hero, so perfect that only
something not of this Earth, like
Kryptonite from his home world, could
weken him,

Ironic y sockety ¢
necessitated a perfect superhero has now
rggely deemed him irvelevant, In 2025,
Superman is often dismissed as an
outcdated fantasy. Compared with the
“real” superheroes from DC and Marvel,
he's often criticised as a product of an
absurd myth - superhero origin storfes
now need to happen ¢ it
overpowerful entity who is too allen o
our reality,

But what Superman critics often miss s
this: thie Man of Steel does have a
sakness — not Kryptoniee - but a
compulsive need o be perfect, and the
perennial struggle of being o perfect in
aworkd suspiclous of those who st
out,

he v

anee

The quiet exile
“Perfectionism,” says

psychologist and author Anne Wilsen
f, IF-abuse of the highest

Living in a society that constantly
sets up kleals to live up to, we try to
become the perfect version of who we
and others think we should be. Ivsa
we put oursebves in - a lonely purs
towirds an mpossible, abstract ideal, Life
as a human can feel so fragile that even
failingg in o dudly voutine seems like the
end of the world.

Superman has
complex compulsion. b

notlon of perfection
body, handsome, ge
boy wheo has towched grass and ¢
right from wrong, In Richard Donner's
Seipermman (1978), Christopher Reeve's
Man of Steel, anguished by the death of
his sweetheart Lols Lane, even breaks
cosmic kiws to bring her back, In Zack
Seyer's Batman v Supeviman: Dawn of
Justice (2006), Henry Cavill's Superman
pleads o Batman to -

adopted mother, ina vulnerable muun-lu
that paints him as a tragic figure sill
beating himself for not belng able to saive
his adopted father, Jonathan Kent (Kevin
Costner), Unlike other superheroes, being
invineible is non-negotiable for
Superman.

‘Superman cannot kill® - this is a code
every depbetion of the superhero has
ferlbowed, When fiction decides to break
that eode, he Is often pushed o the sther
extreme, as a monster in alternate
depictions such as Brightburn
Homelander (Fhe Boys) and Omni-Man
Unvineible), In DC, even the evil
Superman in Donner's II-InI nlm doesn't
ot the extent of killin e Zack
der's relgn at the now
e before we could see an evil

Superman (hinted at the Knightmare
sequence in BVS), the seene wl:hl:
Superman reluctantly kills G
elucidates this moral tussle. In
most superheroes, Superman
allow himself o be who he truly Is or use
hils powers to thedr full potential.

Loneliness of being too good
Thi Lase Som of Kryptan |s ofte

gently among fragile belngs, But seldom
have films depicted the fear of isolation
and frusteation that comes from not being
allowed to be yourself, As Superman's
alter ego, k Kent, he has o refr
from using his full potential - even
holcling a glass of water to tightly could
cause trouble — o avold belng detected,
He must suppress parts of himsell even
from Lols,

Fascinatingly, this lsn't always about
protecting his identity.

In the 1978 § thee first dinlogue his
father tells him is, "Been showdng off a
bit, haven't you, son?" for an
Ineonsequential prank he pulls off on his
friends, Clark responds, “Is it showing off
if someone is doing the things he's
eapable of dolng? 1s a bird showlng off
when it fies?" Is Superman showing off if
e s, Superman? Now, watch what
Jonathan replies: “When you first came o
us, we thought people would come and
take you awiy because, when they found
o, you know, the things vou eould do.
and that worrbed us a lot, But then a man
pets older, and he starts thinking
differently, and things get very chear, And
one thing [ do know, :uu:. and that is you
are here fo

Clark can also be
misfit needs to wear,
o open up to Loks por

e a5 i maske that a
en his reluctance

figure who must wear the hat of a
Journalist to it n, 1t's his only survival
stravegy and the only way he could be
‘tolerated.” Ina world that demands
conformity and alienates misfis, Clark is
the only way to cope with the loneliness
that comes with being o brillant
than the rest, [t's easy to be what they
want you to be — wear a pair of
spectacles, and they'll see o man who
virnishes intoa crowd,

Working under the compulsive need o
be perfect, Superman retreats into his
Clark Kent identity whenever things go
out of order, In Dawn of fustice, shaken by
the Senate bombing and med| !
Superman internalises the disapproval
and gquestions his own purpase, Usually
wielding a strong morl compass, he
seems more affected by how others see
him, reflecting an internal crisis between
who he wishes to be and who he is
expected to be,

A fascinating parallel comes in
Superran I 0980), where Clark is left
bloodied by a bully at a bar. His sense
selfaworth crumbles. He realises that
lsn't who he s supposed to be - ii'sa
ruse,

Alternatively, Superman's strugghe as
an ideal is pronounced well when
supervillains appear envious of his image
as the leader of humankind, In
Gunn's upcoming Superman film, lax
Luthor's conflict reportedly stems from
the belled that he — not Superman (David
Corenswet) ~ is better suited to lead
humanking,

Superman is the epitome of
perfectiondsm, a freak who iss

ark

lraved
arest of

don't need a Kryptonite spear to threaten
Tim, He is already his own Kryptonite,

DAILY QUIZ

a_

Ploase send In your answens te
daityguizdithehindu.coin

Today marks 65 years since the publication of the Harper Lee classic ‘To Kill a

Vnsudevan Mukuntl achievements of iterature worddwide, A
Landmark of magical realism, the baok
ke chronlcles the Buendia lamdly saga In what
QUESTION 1 fictianal town that symbolises Iselation and
1 rovil fTamous for it eyclical histary?
prveillance and (9
rlanism — and which was published | QUESTION 4
before the date in lts tithe — what is | Known for its satirical take on the absurdity
ame of the omnipresent authoritarian of wa, is named for & paradoxical

An

Tockingbird. Here is a quiz about five equally definitive novels of the 20th century

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily
quiz: 1, Hame this blographical film an the life of &
Nobel-winning mathematician, What was the diagnasis
the doctes made? Ans: A Beautiful Mind,
schizophrenla

2. In thie Tamdl mavie Themali, Kamal Hassan plays the
titular character, What candition is he suffering from?

or ara

Know your
English

S.Upendran

“How di you propounce cijole?”

"W 1 the first syllable is like

the ‘' in "China. And the second syllable
“jole’, rhymes with the words ‘hole,
“maole’ and ‘soul’. The wor
pronounced ca)OLE with the second
syllable ‘jole’, rhyming with the words
“hole, ‘mole’ and ‘soul'
e word is pronounced caJOLE with
lln-:ulw;nuullnwmand:lyl ble?™
“That's right! Do you know what cajole
means?”

"Doesn't it mean o 'Hatter o
something?”

in, When you eajole
someone into doing something, you get
them to do it by flattering them
them, or by saying other things
it v hear, For example, the sale
ajolec my boss into buying a new sl
1l 1tried to cajole Sujatha into
doing my homework?”
ly ean, Was she cajoled

?
she told me to get lost, 1 tell you,
not easy 1o cajole.”
From what | resd In the newspapers,
it books Hke you can cajole politiclans into
doing anything."
l'lmldul you have the money, of

con
"That's tr ue. You know what they say,
money talks
king about mone
I een "The bank adjoins the
and “The bank s adjacent o the
lbrary'?"

“Yes, there is, Fiest of all, the " in the
ward i Is not pronounced.”

4 there a

W sl
at's right, The fi ~=I :l)‘ll.lhl\' “wl”
sounids like the o in
The second syllab
exactly like the letter

5
the words ' Yy
"Yes, Th
i ke the '’ in “Chin
ot China again! And | suppose the
stress is on the second syllable
“That :llulu It's pronounced
adjacent.”
"Bt what does adjseent i
“Well, i you say the bank b adjacent o
the library, it means that the bank s next
to the Hbrary”
cljacent’ means ‘next o', | see, So, |
an sy, my howse i o Mohan's."
“You certainly can, Here's another
example. My sister's room is adjacent w
pine.”

does ‘ndjoir n#"
“Onee agadn, the 'd" in the first syllable
pronounced,”
> the first syllable in the words
“niljoln’ are pronounced
Jikae the hi
“Yes, And the second syllable ‘joln’ is
actly like the word join'”
" the difference betwee
and "adjacent’”
“Addjoln,’ like the word “adjacent’

means ‘next . When you say “The bank
acjoins the lik uns that the two
buildings wln other and that
they are toa
3, au!lﬂlnse means "touching'?
You could sy
S0, I 1 anid, Shanthi 7T0mm acljoing
pean that the two
are touching each ather?”
orrect.”

Pubdished in The Hindu on March 3,
1947

Word of the day

Peregrinate:
travel around, thraugh, or over, sspecially an
oot

SYnonyms: walk, raam, wander

Usage: ater retiring, he decided to

-+

allsed fear of everything

3, In the delightful snimation Finding Nemo, Daory ls
partrayed as & ligh with short term memery los. What |s
the schentific term? Ans: anterograde amnesla

4, 1 his role as Chaisty Brown, Danlel Day Lewls delivers
an Dwcar winning perfarmance of & young man
diagnased with At birth, Ans: Cerebral Palsy

5, This film s loosely inspired by the writer's own
experlence with cancer, What kind of rare cancer does
the protagonist have? Anst Schwannoma
neurafibrosarcoma, or cancer of the spine

Wisual question; Satine |s dlagnosed with what
condition? Ans: Tuberculosls (consumption)

Earby Birds: Tamal Biswas | Siddhartha Viswanathan |
Erfanally Ocamany | Suchit Marottam

pevegrinale ocroas ndia,

symbellsing oppressive contral? ary ruli in its plot that traps soldiers in a
atlon, Fill In the Blank with the

slsa entered regular

Pronunciation: newsthive
peragrinatepro

use a8 4 term of the English language.
am® during the
Jaze Age. It was hawever a commercial
ed I 1925, In lts
aus milbionaire

International Phonetic

QUESTION § Alphabet: jpersgrnes;

In the weln of the narratives wover
Joyee and Marcel Proust, the plot of
lnawn fior lavish parties and his obsession {1927) wi
with Dalyy Buchanan, stream-ol-consclousne
k exploration of time and pes

falkire when It was publ
pages, name the myste

Jamies

servient o ks

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.ca.in
with the subject Text & Contest'

Visual Question:
Name this British writer best knawn for his

sptian. Fill in the
QUESTION 3

Flrst published in 1967, the boak quickly
came to be halled as one of the greatest

blank with the n
story lso b
authar's life.

% »

p of this book, whose

debut novel, renowned for its exploration
many dmilarities o its

of human nature and socletal breakdown.
OLITCH MATIIMAL ARCHIVES [CC 1Y 84
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BECALUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A BRIDGE FALLS

Vadodara tragedy should lead to rethink on infrastructure
maintenance. Price of failure is borne by general public

HREE YEARS AFTER a suspension bridge collapse claimed 135 lives in Morbi,
Cugjarat, at least 13 people were killed on Wednesday when a 40-year-old
bridge in Vadod dragging multiple vehicles into the Mahisagar
River. The structure that connects central Gujarat to the Saurashtra region
had reportedly been showing signs of distress for more than three years. However, re-
peated wamings by local people, including panchayat leaders, did no recefve attention
from the Vadodara division of the Gujarat Roads and Buildings (R&E) Department.
istrict collector clai the bridge had undergone repairs last year. But
by all accounts, they only provided a hand—al:l to the ageing structure on which more
than a lakhvehicles p day. The Eovernment ibe and
smglwampurtﬁ-ummmwnnmlh-mr Justioe must be served and ace il
for negligence, but it's time the mgcm:mm:nt and its counterparts in other parts of
the country, ie the recurrent bridge collapses.
These structures contine tocrumble with frequency, despite the all-too-familiar conclu-
sions of inquiries into past tragedies — Mumbai 2019, or Morbi 2022, Banaskantha a year
later, or the 12 bridge collapses in a span nfmmrwecb inBihar last mr Strucmm] au-
ditsar ly \cted, contrackors cut comers,
fects areignored, government assurances after mishaps are never Falln\m:d by meaning-
ful action — and there are no political penalties for failure.
A lysis of bridge fail mIndia from 197?w2017ln the October 2020 edition of
thei ional ji Struc manyas 2130
collapsedin the past four decadles. The study alssconcluded
that bridges in the country ha\cw: an mqg\: Illispan of35 ymrsmmpamd tovthe global av-

hec
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‘WoRrDLY WISE
CENSORSHIP REFLECTS A SOCIETY'S LACK OF
CONFIDENCE IN ITSELF. — PoTTER STEWART

EC must listen

Toquestions and voices from the ground in Bihar — a bureaucratic
approach with an unclear purpose can be a nightmare for citizens

ASHOK LAVASA

THESUPREME COLIRT has not stayed the con-
tentious Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rollsin Bihar. Instead, the Court said,
*After going throwgh the documents, BCl has
pointed cut that the list of documents for ver-
ification of voters include 11 documents and
is not exhaustive. Thus, in our opinion, it
‘would be in the interest of justice if Aadhaar
«card, EPIC card and Ration Card be included.
Itis fior the ECI to still decide whether itwants
to take the documents or not. If it does not
take the documents, (it has to) give reasons
fior the samee,” “The matter needs hearing," it
concluded whil e issuing notice to the ECl for
its response “within one week on or before
July21 and rejoinder before july 28"
Interestingly, the citizenship issue and the
ECT's competence to defve into it i not men-
tioned in the order, although it was report-
edly mcm:lunnd during the hl:anng. Itisin-
o hatanly Indian
aright tovote as per Article 326, and noone
‘whois agitated by the SIR has argued against
this. Itis equally incontrovertible that the ECT
is the “empowe red " constitutional authority

toral roll

Itisas '-Ft?-ar* nent
issued by the government by which citizen-
shlpcanbc proved, How firisit, then, toask

erageof 50year
tear. But, as the study pummduu'r.mglccung routine upkeep and failure t repair minor
time, increasing the risk of collapse. The Morbi
uagcdydldlmdmabcmdmmpmanur i il i e, at least.

iple af

1o a conclusive document to
cstahllsh citizenship? If the purpose of the
SIRistoverify identity, thenwhy doit all over

again, having once done it to the satisfaction

in Gujarat. The state; mformed the Gujarat High Cc apal-
icy for the inspection and upkeep of bridges in municipalities. However, the continued
crumbling of bridges, even after the 2022 tragedy, sugpests that the policy has remained on
paper. The collapse of the Vadodara bridge barely a year after an R&B exrumuc engineer

of the rcguuatlnn uﬁcers in keeping with
relevant
hlmcahsmocufdcfmtm:puu:dalm-
zenshipissued under the Citizenship Act, the
ECT has done a credible and commendable

found no *major defect™ should compel the: hink — is seri-

ously wrong with its monitoring methods.

Infrastructure development is among the major focus areas of the government. Over
the pastdecade, the country has made significant in highways, airports, tun-
nels, dams, and ports. But the success of these mega projects should not take attention
away from the potholed roads in almost every clry in the country, tinderbox like build-

ings and fragile bridges. In the absence of a polil hi e light rhan gover-
nance and draws ]|nr:s of accountahility, the failure to observe due diligence in the con-
struction of these structures i thecitizens.

TRIGGER-HAPPY CBFC

Its overreach in ‘Janaki /s State of Kerala' is a preemptive
capitulation to the mob, infantilises audiences
TIS A real-life drama that the makers of s State
of Kiermla did not account for: Centred on a rape survivor's pursuit of legal justice,
the Suresh Copi-Anupama Farameswaran movie, which was slated for a June 27
release, found itself ranged against th: wowverreaching arm of the Central Ikmd of

film

Film Certification [CBFC). The ationan it
propriate and 1nﬂalmnabmy fior a character portrayed as a sexual-violence sundvor to bcar
anamewith iations,and tobe c imcourt by a characteraf

another faith. Mm lcg.l |m:|:r\.\:nl:lm. acompromise has been reached. The filmmakers
tagonist's namein exchange for only bwo of the:

960 But thy istroubling. It signalsa Twing of artis-
ucspmuklsalsoammndcrnﬂmvﬂmCBK it is to classify films,
them, and palitical

Janakd.. ]m\salnru;llsmfﬁlms Lipstick inder My Burkha { 2016), Padmomat (2018, and
muore recently, [2: Empurom — that have faced similar interfierence under the pretext of
preserving public order or avoiding offence. Sitoore Zomesn: Pﬂr was rcl:ascd after five:
of aguote by the Pri
The (BFC's entanglement with identity politics — religiouws, regional, or patriarchal — points
toa deeper institutional malaise. Over the years, the Board's role has mutated to control,
odh:n wiclding its mr to appcasc real and |magmcd fringe sensitivities rather than up-

changes, ing Esclaimer.

jobin inging Jectoral rolls that
have ex) from about 180 million elec-
torsin 1951 toabout 990 millionin 2025 Tht

has been possible becawse of an expansive
and pragmatic approach, with the EClI's
motte, “no voter is left behind”. In that
process, it has d evised its own procedures to
ascertain the identity, bona fides, and “ordi-
nary residence” of Indian citizens so that they

Even if the ECI agrees to
expand the list of
documents that electors are
required to submit for
reconfirming the
satisfaction of the ERO, the
distinction made between
two groups of electors, pre-
and post-2003, is
unreasonable and needs
review. Similarly, the
distinction between
different categories of
citizens based on their date

are not deprived of the democratic dght to
elect a government. Conscious of its consti-
tutional obligation, the ECI neitherwaited for
the government o fulfil its legal responsibil-
ityofissuing acitizenship document norwas
guided by it into adopting a system to satisfy
itself about a citizen' se]|g1b|llly in pn:panng
clectoral rofls Thi the country
citiz the ECI
a5 an empathetic, transparent and efficient
independent organisation. Itqgln.lyadapmd
donotconflict Laws
and do not unduly encumber the dtizen —
from enrolment to voting.

In fact, the ECI has been indulgent. Even
though it is anelector's responsibility toen-
sure that she is not enrolled in more than
one place, the EC1 has been tolerant of this
while working on methods by which such
duplication can be detected and deleted. It
has not filed a single case against electors
who may have committed this irmegularity
because it was confident that its procedures
would not permit electors to vote more than
once. It has innovative ways of facilitating
voters embradng modern technologies to
make the system failproof.

The Indian electoral system has faced a
fundamental challenge in determining
where an elector should vote. EPIC recog-
nises an elector's eligibility but is not
sufficient to vote till the elector’s name
appears in the electoral roll of a particular
constituency. The EC has been flexible in
allowing an elector to be enrolled ina place
of his ordinary residence. The meaning of
“ordinarily resident” is defined in the RP
Act in an ambivalent manner that mabll:s
the EROD to exercise his ji

ceris satisfied as to thevalidity of any claimor

objection, he may allow it withowt furtherin-

quiry”. He must conduct an inguiry, if de-

manded. Evenin the case of deletion, he can-

not do so without giving the person an
be heard. and th

prook
s on the ohjector.

What is puzzling in the case of Bihar is
that the EC discarded its own findings of
more than two decades in registering elec-
rors as per its notified due process, and
placed the burden of proof on electors. [n an
unprecedented step, it ordered that regis-
tration till 2003 would carry “probative ev-
idence of eligibility, including presumption
ofcitizenship”, not mentioned in earlier re-
wisions. The previous EC orders for SIRs
should be seen in this regand. The practice
hitherto, as per available information, was
house-to-house enumeration where the
fhead of the family would provide details of
all adult members, as per Forms 4 and 5,
without any document for supporting citi-
zenship. Therefore, the distinction made be-
tween pre-2003 and post-2003 is illogical.

A bureaucratic approach coupled with
an unclear purpose can be a nightmare for
citizens, Even if the ECl agrees to expand the
list of documents that electors are required
o submit for reconfirming the satisfaction
of the ERO, the distinction made between
two groups of electors, pre and post-2003,
Esunreasonable and needs review: Similarly,
the distinction between different categories
of citizens based on their date of birth isun-
precedented. It may not be desirable to let
an overzealows EClenlarge its sphere of re-
sponsibility. After all, hasn't the ECI stead-

determining the daim made by the :Icnm'
seeking registration:

Thr: pcrsunsnchl\gl:l n'.‘,glstrrasavutn
fficl thatsheisacit-

Fasthy d away from enforcing the
order of the Central Information
Commission treating political parties as
public entities under the Right to
Information Act as it doesn't lie in its remit?

of birth is unpreced 1.1t
may not be desirable to let
an overzealous ECT enlarge
sphere of responsibility.

izen of India am:l provide documentary evi-
dence of her identity and ordinary residence.
In fact, as per Rule 18 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, “if the registration offi-

Or should we expect the ECl to take that is-
sue upwith equal conscientiousness?

The writer is a former efection commissioner

(GO GENTLY INTO THE NIGHT

CM Naim was a beacon for those struggling to take Urdu to newer readers

RAKHSHANDA JALIL

FOR THE FRESENT generation of Urdu wal-
Iahs and translators, Chaudhry Mohammad
Maim [ popularly known as C M Maim) was
an ustondon ke wstood He showed the way
to many with his immaculate scholarship,
bilingual ease, vast and varied reading of
the ocean that is Urdu literature and yes,
prodigious publications. Always eclectic,
consistently unorthodox and relentlesshy
prolific, Naim sahab continued to delight
and astonish both the serious Urdu re-
searcher and the literary dilettante with his
steady stream of articles, essays and books
covering a gamut of concerns and topics in
the course of a long and illustriows literary
career. Essentially a teacher of Urdu lan-
Euage and literature to several generations

e '—_I' _ i LT of American students he had, over the
it a il is contingent on e rusader far
raged. This wreat: Mot edintoa i If- Urdu zubaan and Emg\b

chip, aswas the case with the makers of 12: bt audi oo, ma- Born in Barabanki in 1936, educated at

‘ture engagement with difficult ideas. The Kerala High Court, while hearing the case, asked
pcmnmqucmuns'"Hasanwncmmplamcdahuut the name Janaki? Whose sentiments
"Hasan}uw:umuuy an objection? and *Mow vouwill dictate to di-
rectorsand artists which and which stories they should tell.™
Adefining feature of a mature democracy is a cultural framework that trusts people to
engage with complexity. Art thrives in discomfort, dissent, provocation and debate. The
(CBFC must remember its job is to classify cinema — and then get out of the way.

NOBEL PLEASE PRIZE

From Trump to Kejriwal, the case for an honour

that meets the demands ofthe age
EARDTHE ONE about with pow-
erful man? im the Mobel Please Pri
Israeli Pri Benjamin inating Donald Trump for

a0 Prize —an ac the latter
eting. Coming shortly after Pakistan Army chief Asim Munir pledged to nominate the US
President for the honour, perhaps the Nnrnm:glan Nuhcl Enmrrurm: shoubd consider the
P sshywhenit prepa s in September.

ThatTn. thy achieved the results he claims —*T' wars", he said
atthe dinner with the Isracli PM — is another matter. If this is not a time for war, neither is
itatime of peace, But the Nobel Committee need not dwell on this; its own history shows
that sometimes, intentions are enough, such as when US President Barack Obama, aftera
few monthsin office, was chosen as the 2009 Peace Laureate for his “vision of a world free.
from nudearweapons”, Obama himself expressed shock, while the then secretary of the.
Prize, Geir Lundestad, confessed in 2015 that the decision had been“only partially correct”.

One solution to ensure all future decisions are fully correct is to drop any connection
toactual peace and hand out a Prize toall claimants. The Nobel Prize for Doing HisJob, for
example, could goto AAPnati Arwind Kejrival, whorepc said thathe
dieserved a Nobel Fau'gcmngwkdun: as Delhi Chief Minister “despite the L-G". Ina
time when the work of | is ofts tovonli itions and Instagram reels, the:
instant gratification of such a Prize may be all that is mally needed.

Lucknow University and the University of
(California, Berkeley, with Master's degrees
in Urdu and Linguistics respectively, he
joined the University of Chicago's
Diey ‘nt of South Asian Languages and
(Civilisations in 1961, and chaired it from
1985 to 1991. On retiring from active teach-
ing in 2001, he was a national fellow at the
Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla
and a visiting professor at Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi, He was also professor
‘emeritus at the I.Innmmr_','ufflmagn.v\dwm
he edited two of| and

Having known him for
several decades and
corresponded sporadically
over email and the
oceasional meeting during
his visits to India, our
correspondence quickened in
recent times. Upon hearing
of my interest in Maulana
Hasrat Mohani and the
biography I have been
fithully working on over the
years, he shared generously
from his own rich collection
of material on Hasrat, most
notably photographs,
newspaper clip‘pinsﬁ and
recently his as-

widely read journals, Mahfil, and later the

iconic Annual of Urdu Studies — both fortu-

nately available online in their entirety.
Maim sahah's list of publications is as long

Hasrat's 'Mushahidaat-e-
Zindaar', an account of his
first jail term.

a5 itiswaried, showing the range of hisinter-

The Biography of Ashrafunmnisa Begum | 1840~

ests: From Urdu pedagogy to transl
(from both Hindi and Urdu), polemical es-
says, Lrdu readers and compilations for grad-
uate students at American universities as
well as several sharp takes on the state of
Urdu, the challenge of being a Muslim in
India, and I:lmc]y interventions in newspa-
not iom his sem-
imal work on Mir and Ghalib. A meticulous
keeper of his own archive, musch of his writ-
ing can be found at https://cmnaimuoom.
One of his later offerings, Urdu Crime
Fiction, 1890-1950, bore the following h_','
way of sub-heading: 'An Informal Hi
He confessed to an early and abis
for mysteries and thrillers, in English and in
Urdu, making his book “both a labour of
love and an exercise in nostalgia®.
Explai title, hy “Itis
a'history' because it offers an acoount of the
pastin aloose, chronological order, and itis
an ‘informal” history because | wrote it
chiefly for those who read crime fiction in

1903 by i Begum (1877-1908),
translated from the Urdu with additional
material plucked from different sources
that add layers of context, profuse footnotes
that make delightful reading and supple-
ment the translation in myriad ways along
with a rigorously researched introduction
and afterword. Through such fears of
literary ingenuity, Naim sohab extends
the “brief” translators have traditionally
given themselves.

Having known him for several decades
and corresponded sporadically over email
and the occasional meeting during his vis-
its tovIndiia, our correspondence had quick-
ened in recent times. Upon hearing of my
interest in Maulana Hasrat Mohani and the
bingraphy | have been fitfully working on
over the years, he shared generously from
his own rich collection of material on
Hasrat, most notably photographs, news-
paper dippings and recently his as-yetun-
publlsh:d translations of Hasrat's

any for pleasure” This, to my
mind, sums up Naim sehab, the man and
the writer. He was a man blessed with
boundless curiosity that remained
undlmmcd by age. coupled with Ius
ide-
steadfast refusal to be hemmed in by
academic pretentiousness,
As a translator, | am constantly amazed
by Maim sohab's extraordinary ability to ex-
tend the scope of what might mlu:mus:

Zindaan, an account of his
first jail term. His l:mcf,ol't:n telegraphic
emails contained a wealth of information
and ideas,

Gogently into the night, Naim saihab, for
wou have been a beacon, an umsavering chi-
rongh-e-roeh for somany of us struggling to
make Urdu accessible to neweer readers and
trying to rise above the picket fence
of languages.

have been | but brief
style mozmun [essays), often by forgotten
or obscure writers. Take A Most Noble Life:

 Jalil is @ writer, transiator and
litermry historizr. Shewrites on literature,
culture and society

Jury 11, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

bank were busy with paperwork. Two ous-
tomers were still inside, finishing their work
when three youths strolledin.

Sr1LaNKA CRISIS
THE SR LANKAN grvemment said itwould froe
GO0 Tamil guerril s and lift

the night curfew in the tmuhlcd Northern

ONE BLack Box Founn therighttolielioodtnall persons, napaecan
encroach upon pavemnents or other public

ﬂm—(mﬂ:}mhﬁﬁmﬂymmﬂm places to make a lving The five-judge bench

ofthe n-  upl yowvision inthe Bom icipal

der the Atlantic. The black bowes had sunkinto. G ion Act that prohibi

the Atlantic following the crash of an AirIndia — structures and grants pmmmthccummls—

pnnbu)ctun]uncBm\Mnd\al] 3 persons  sioner toremove therm.

The rec & beisthe

‘cockpit voice recorder, which may provide ev- -

idenceof the eochange betweenthe pilot of the DE‘LH[ BAN}\ HEIST

ill-fatied plane and all air contro iowers. THREE GUN-TOTING YOUTHS raided the
Panchsheel Enclave branct

ENCROACHMENT BAN Incia and made away with Rs 3.02 lakhin cash.

ACONSTITUTION BENCH of the Supreme Court
held that though the Constitution guarantees

epaperindianexpressicom I

The robbery oocurred at around 1240 pm,

nuvuu::ﬁ:rrhrum i month: TIv:

announcement

I:hc" il |Ian:|:lpmv|nual' i mpilzlnflaﬂna.
T demon-

stmuuns agalnsl secret p:a\:\c talks between

shorthy after the bank mu finisk

transactions. The-30- of the

Tamil separatists and the Sri Lankan
G mBhutan.

B
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What ICC warrants for
Taliban leaders mean

Haibatullah Alchundzada (left) and Abdul Hakim Haggani, ive

tity or expression; and on political

SHAARVIMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 10

THE INTERNATIONAL Criminal Court
(ICC) an Tuesday issued arvest warrants
far Haibatullah Akhundzada and Abgul
Hakim Haggani, two senior leaders of
the Taliban, for the crime of persecuting
women, girls, and others who oppose the
gender policy of the Islamist militia that
rules Afghanistan.

WMS-UHIM[WI’!DI\S pmlwd as"al-
lies of girls and women™

The impact

The ICC's warrant is unliloely to result
inany arrests. Akhundzaca is extremely
reclusive, and rarely makes pubilic ap-
pearances. And Haggani is unlikely o be
ste pping out of the country any time
soon, The ICC has previously issued war-
rants against Russia's President Viadimir

Putin and lsrael's Prime Minister

The crime

Since the Taliban regained control
over Alghanistan in August 2021, the
regime has promulgated a series of laws
to wsum.ulcally Oppress and m.ugm

Benjamin Metaryahu,
Zabihullah Mujahid,
spokesman for the Taliban, posted on X:
“We do not recognise any organisation
called the International Court, nor are we

the chief

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 11,2025

EXPLAIN:

(1J

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHLJULY 10

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday declined
torestrain the Election Commission of India
(EC1) from going ahead with its Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar, but advised it to consider allowing
Aaclhaas, voter 1D cards, and ration cards as
valid documents for updating the rolls,
Thene is widespread political opposition

poll-bound state over the ECT's new reguine-
ment that even existing ebectors, il enrolled
after 2003, must fumish documentary proof
to establish their date and/ or place of birth,
wihich s then used o determine citizenship,

The ‘-IIt has triggered FORCETTIS OVET it

electors, What happenvddurlng earlier in-
tensive revisions of ehectoral nolls in the coun-
try, and what safeguards evolved over time?

‘What is an ‘intensive’ revision, and how
does it differ from other revisions?
Anintensive revision invebves a full, fresh
preparation of electoral rells throwgh house-
to-house enumeration. Enumerators visic
every household o record eligible electors as
of a qualifying date, without refierence to ex-

alise nd girls, d cor vitin army way”
tionand opy I re- the arvest hold
strictions on them. symbolic value, Tahera Masiri, an Afghan

According to the ICC, the Taliban have
“severely deprived” girls and women of
basic human rights Inlu' odw:‘.mun. pri-
vay, Tifee, amel the fi I
movement, expression, :huuuhl, con-
science, and religion.

A 144-page "morality law" promul-
gated by the Taliban in August 2024 in-
cludes provisions recuiring women to
cover their entire bady and to not sing or
even speak in public, The code forbids
wiomen and men from looking at each
other in public, and provides for the per-
secution of LGETO) people, The UN has
characterised these actions and laws as
“gender apartheid”,

Haibatullah Akhundzada is the Emir
or Supreme Leader of the Taliban. Abdul
Hakim Hagggani is the Chief Justice of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

The ICC has am'm'd evidence tlm:

July 17, 1998, It is
Hague, Netherlands, and started fune-
tioning after its founding treaty entered
ineo force on July 1, 2002

The 1CC adrms to "end impunity for the
perpetrators of the most serious crimes of
concer to the international community”

‘winmen's Fights activist now living in
Canada, told The Guardian that the war-
rants were an acknowledgment of the
abuses Afghan women aced, “For four
years, the Taliban have tobd us to stay
silent, stay at home, cover our faces, give
up our education, our voices and our
dreams, Now, an international court is
saying: ‘Enough, Thisis acrime.’" she sakd.

The court

The KCC ks aninternational eribunal es-
tablished under the Rome Statute, anin-
ternational treaty that was adopted on

ered inThe

Thig is a—

ECL
the current ralls are outdated, inaccurate, or
require complete rebuilding — typically before
nwnulmlnnsmarwr admlms:ratlw eer-
cises such as deli

o0
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I there are quvsnnnml current oF contemporary relevance that you would like

explained, please writ

The revision of electoral rolls

Why, and by what process, does the Election Commission of India carry out revisions of electoral rolls?
What happened during earlier intensive revisions, and what safeguards evolved over time?

A Booth Level Officer (BLO) surrounded
Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls, egres

field verification th.u 1sr|\.1rmnst|cnlm in-

electors in Bihar during the ongoing

behind the renewed push to clean up and

fas ITmary
revision, such ailhlm!lﬂl‘ltt‘ on mstlns elec-
voral rols to

teral roll

has the ECI revised el 1

What has set the angoing SIR apart, how-
ever, is the introduction of a new step — the
requirement of dnlrumlr_lltary proof at the
parture from past practice,

The “special™ in this intensive revision in
effect signals its methodological fexibility,

EC1

Asecond type of revision is a "summary™
rwmnn This is roustine annual updating, in

dhrafts, and

citizens file claims for inclusion, deletion, or
correction There are no door-to-door visits,
Athird type, “special revision, is unclerta-
I in eeceptional cases such as missed areas,
large-scale errors, or legal or political exigen-
cles, The ECl may, under Section 21(3) of the
Represertation of the People Act, 150, can-

these

dwl'la.lnduclnsrwwmnns thccmnv
against hy of | anpen-
der grounds, mlnst girls, wormen and
other persons non-conforming with the
Taliban's policy on gender, gender iden-

e, crimes against humanity, war

crimes, and the crime of aggression,

It is the anly international court with
the juriscliction o prosecute individuals —
this is unlike ICL which is an organ of the
LIN thuat takes up disputes between states,

Study creates 37,000-year
chronicle of diseases

ASTUDY published in Naime
on Wednesday unveiled a
new genetic chronicle docu-
menting the rise of 214 dis-
eases across Europe and Asia
over the past 37,000 years,
Researchers examined
the remains of 1,313 ancient
indivichsals, and used genetic
eluestotrack the rise and fall

eases rise to prominence
starting about 11,000 years
ago, when people started
domesticating animals,

But ancient DNA evi-
dence indicates that plague
and a number of other dis-
eases jumped to people from
animals starting only about
6,000 years ago, when no-

intensive methods, or a combination of bath,

Each kine of revision hasaspecific purpose;
Intensiveis for comprehensive overhaul; sum-
|11.u1rinrmu:mc maintenance; special foe ac-

circumstances requiring tailored appoaches.

But why is the ongoing exercise in Bihar
«called a special intensive revision?

The nomenclature "Special Intensive
Revision” (SIR] indicates that the EClis exer-
cising its discretionary powers under Section
21( 3ol the 1950 Lnw, wh

sutwhy
exercise at the present moment — and
why has Bihar been chosen for it?

TheSIRis not limited to Bihar On June 24,
the EClannounced that it would carry out an
intensive verification of clectoral rolls across
the coumntry, This would be the first such ex-
ereise in more than two decades, and the
process has begun with Bihar, where Ass-
embly elections are due before Movernber,

The ECT's stated reason for the exercise is
the "significant change" that has taken place
I the electoral rolls over time, with large-
scale additions and deletions since the last
intensive revision, It has attributed these
changes torapid urbanisation, increased mi-
gration for education and livelihood, and the
practice of voters enrolling ata new address
without ensuring their names are deleted
fram the rolls of their previous residence,
wehich can lead to duplicate entries.

This situation, according to the ECI, war-
rants an intenshve drive to verify each person
Defore they are enrolled as an elector, Officials
havealaaciked th 4 Iad

electoral rolls “in such manneras it thinks fit".
For this exercise, the EClhas adopted a by-
brid approach — combining door-to-door

As hearing

AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHLJULY 10

WHILE AGREEING to hear pleas challenging
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, the Supreme Court on July
7 made a reference toa 1977 ruling that had
clarified the powers of the Election
Commission of India { ECT) to conduct free
.mdiarir clections,

of epidemics across cen- mads in Eurasia started rear-
turies, “As far back as we go, ing vast herds of cattle and
humans have had infiectious n:hcrllmm

diseases,” said Eske Willerslev, a geneti- Over time, as the e
clst at the University of Copenhagen and — across the steppes of Asia and eastern
anauthor of the new study, Europe, the pathogens thrived, Some epi-

But remains of carly hunter-gather-
ers did not have traces of some of
the biggest killers of recent history, such
as Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that
causes plague. Researchers initially
assumed that they would see such dis-

Famous slope at Lord

demics were so intense that they
changed the genetic profile of the no-
mals, and played a “big role in genetically
creating the world we know of today”,
the study saic.

THENEW YORK TIMES

Ground, has survived various attempts at

SANDIPG modemisation and suggestions of lattening
NEW DELHI JULY 10 the quirk of its geography, which over time
has become a part of the ground's legend,
TWOCENTURIES and 148 Testsold, the Lord's
skope endures as an intr ,...-m [ End justifies the means
crasy, In thioey, everyone knows everything Bowlers run nedther up it nor dewm, but
about the eight-foot two-inch incline that  instead across the Lord's slope. As such, the
runs diagonally from the Grandstand tothe  choice of ends can dramatically influence
TavernsStand. Yet, the geography of the most— the trajectory of the ball
hallowed piece of real estate in From the Nursery Endl, the
ericketcontinues o intimidate shope slants from Aght to left,
and perplex. which makes it the preferred
P SPORT choice for natural outswing
Older than g bowlers, and swing bowlers
Beforeit afirst generally, The gradient takes the ball away
Lore's was a duck pond, from right-handed batsmen — meaning

‘When the Marylebone Cricket Club
emerged atthe turn of the nineteenth cen-
tury, its members

there s always a natural angle o work with,
And I(mm 154 breeze blowing from fine

Lord Winchilsea, a prominent pam:n eon-
couraged entrepreneur Thomas Lord to
lease a phece of land InSljahn's\'\hcd and
converted the pond to three

he present Lond's, a part uFthoMIddle

i in the present challenge
hmquemnnwﬂw ECT's poawer to conduct
the SIR, as wellasthe procedure for it, Under
Article 326, every citize n above the age of 18
has the right to vote. The SIR has shifted the
burden of proof of cltizenship on electors in
some cases. The ECI has issued a new Enu-

wiich is ot prescr
Representation of the People Act, 1951, which

political mmlg's - Includmaﬂcéﬂmsdn};
o et ol

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi — as a factor

were the

dreumstances of those carlier exerclses?

Intensive revisions of eectoral rolls, inall
or some parts of the country, have been un-
dertaken earlierin 1952-56, 1957, 1961, 1965,
1966, 1983-84, 1987-89, 1992, 1993, 1905,
2002, 2003 and 2004, Each revision has re-
fMected the ECl's evolving prioities — from
correcting early administrative flaws (o ad-
dressing migration, delimitation, and con-
cerms over the quality of the rolls,

Iy the first docack e
everricing priority was o i the rolls used for
the 1951-52 Lok Sabha election, which wene
riddled with inaccuracies and omissions, The
Commission's narative report of the first elee-
tion noted that “the final electoral rolls were

not always s accurate and satisfactory as
mnu'.h have been dv-im'd

\Mﬂﬂpmﬂ public ignorance, limited ﬂmnl-
mtlunal qully ....mln and

@indianexp

pervisory authority, and the lack of time to
carry out a thomugh verification.

Tor aclebress these systemis shorcomings,
the ECl launched a phased, rotating intensive
revision strategy: one-fifth of each state was
covered annually between 1952 and 1956 be-
fore the net Lok Sabha election in 1957, fol-
lowwed by one-third each year from 1957 1o
1861 before the 1962 election, with particular
attention tw urban and migrant-heavy con-
stituencies that were known for higher rates
afvoter movement and erors,

Administrative events like the reorganisa-
tionof states in 1956 and the delimitation ex-
ercises i the 19608 made fresh revisions of the
ml']snctb‘m;ﬂl'}n\s

the 1  there was agrowing focus on
wwntmgthc inchusion of ineligible voters,
particularly foreign nationals, in the electoral
roll — even as the emphasis on guarding
against duplicate entries continued,

The ECI began to issue intensive revision
guidelines, withspecificinstructions on “safe-
guards against inclusion of foreign nationals”
= areflection of concerns that had started o
surface in the political discourse,

Druring this peried, the Commission re-
ceived multiple complaints from Chief
Ministers of border states, especially in the
Mortheast, alleging that significant numbers

of
sebves enrolled as voters.

The ECI at this time firmly articulated the
principle that names that were already in-
cluded in the electoral roll should not be
dedered without following due process.

Offieers were instructed to uphold the
“samctity” of the existing mll, especially when
objections were raised about an elector's citi-
zenship status. The Commission made it cear
that the burden of proof lay with the person
abjecting to the inclusion, and not with the
electorwhose name was alreacky on the roll,

I 1963 andl 1995, the EClagain ordered
countrywide intensive revisions, Although
1993 was the year when Elector's Photo
Identity Cards { EPIC) were introduced under
Fule 28 of the Registration of Electors Rules,
EC1 wwﬂsirnmtm::m donotindicate that

O nplewas the clu-
sionof women before the first Lok Sabhaelec-
tion — many women refused to give their

erator
themselves only as “wife of or "daughteraf”,
Political parties, which at the time lacked
both structure and Familiarity with the elec-
toral process, did not .u‘tlwhrmlm'lmmn al-

EPICwasthe vision.

Instead, the records molhnlEI’lCdcmls
were “also captured” — suggesting that the
field verification process of the revision
helped facilitate, but was not driven by, the
rollout of the photo D,

Crver time, as the quality of the rolls im-
e aclmi i he
Commission gradually moved tmwards sum-
mary revisions as the defalt

ficials, Thy
agents o aid in the pmnr.um alfthe rolls.
The situation was further complicated by
the absence of an electoral law in the early
years, the late establishment of a central su-

ACCUTACY DECaTTe A Serious
cancern—d iishifts, political
mmplmuumwﬂrlum ﬂwﬂ(‘lr&
turned o intensive methods, adapting them

tothe needs of that moment,

starts, recalling key case from 1977

gewverns the concuct of elections,
The court began hearing the challenge on
Thursday,

The 1977 case

The ruling by a five-jurlge Bench of the
Supreme Court (Mohinder Singh Gill v. The
Chief Election Commissioner) came after the
post-Emergency Lok Sabha election of 1977,
Fnllmmng vlnlonu and the destruction of
someh o votes

The court considered three under Article 324,
first, mthmh«:ﬁt‘hscmmrcd mmdu Imld that if laws enacted by Paciament
wsecond,  and state A Artiches 327 and

whu‘hcrthv ECI sulucrwnh:od the princi-
ples of natural justice; third, whether the HC
was competent to intervene under Article
226, given the bar placed by Articke 329(b)
on judicial interference inelection matters,

328 respectively, are silent on any aspect, the
ECImust act independently and decisively
toensure free and fir elections,

The court also held that the ECIcan take
proactive decisions, mrludnl\n ordering a re-

It upheld the ECI's order and
the petition, saying that it lacked jurisdiction

forane segment of the Fernzepore (Firozpur)
seat, the ECleancelled the entire process and
ordered a re-election at the seat.

Cill was leading the count at the time, and
challenged the decision in Punjab and
HaryanaHigh Court under Articke 226, which
gives HCs the power to issue writs for theen-
Forcement of fundamental rights and pro-
vide legal remaecies fior vielations of L,

tointervene in electoral matters through a
writ petition, On appeal, the Supreme Court
oo upheld the ECl's decision and clarified
the extent of its powers,

The SC's ruling
ThesC undmllnz'dﬂu'm-i plenary pow-

polLifie srity of the elec-
tion has been compromised, While natural
Justice is animportant procedusal safeguard,
st be “pragmatic and flexible”, the SCsaid,

Thee court underlined that the powers of
the EClare subgect i juclicial review, bt jucli-
cial review came into play only after the elec-
tion was complete, [t elarified that Anticle
3201 places a “Blanket ban” on courts from

ers over the st direction and
mntrnlufthqu}.uallnn of the electoral rolls

ntervening during an ongoing election
process, .llthnmimh.u Targe enough powers

election

ol candliclate” afterward,

's: how it affects bowlers, batters, keepers

minute. Otherwise, the front arm or head
could collapse, resulting in the shoulder

From the apposite end, batsmen are
careful to not go too far across, as they could

the incline can often be a
benwlers, especially from overseas, The incline
creates a natural iendency for bowlers o fall
overar leanaway, resulting inwayward lines.

Seamers usually prefer the Pavilion End,
Australia's Glenn McGrath, for instance,

leg, the i could wreak havoc, utilisec the ball cunungdwnlhe slope to
Yet, the great English swing merchant male they would

Jarmies A | i Evenifthe ball

Pavilion End, He fele the slope from Mursery ensotnmmaqasmnwﬂuus

End unbalanced his action by maldng him

lean atouch backwards. Indeed, adjusting to ja:pnt Bumah too prefers this end, which

ing from the Nursery End, as it does not take
themdown the slope, Thy best bowlers
froamythe Pavilion End have relatively straight
run-ups: an angle could make them errinto
the pads of right-hancled batsmen, or pitch
far too across for lefties.

Mare than on any other ground, the
bowler has to hold his action till the last

epaperindianexpressicom BUEE B

trifle, he gets squared up. The visual effect is

dropping prematurely, fall over when the ball swings or seams in,
Seamer prefer and instead are conscious of planting their
The Lord's I Nursery End, whichhelps  feet than they normally would

cricket ground  magnify the shape of the inswingers, Left- — and defend side-on.

ahead of the arm spinners, meamwhile, prafer bowling

third England-  from the Pavilion End, due tothe stopecre-  Left, right, left
Indlia Test that  ating a natural imwand drift. The wi pe d
beganon to the oddity of the ground, The slope am-
v Falling over, falling backwards  piifies the movement of the ball, wrong-
ALsmen are with peculiar  footing keepers, and making them spill
abatsman  edges and concede byes. Add the wind and
igh for  makes hiswickedl straig] icked- can feel like orbackwards,  the tendency of the Dukes ball to move
Whenhatllmal the Nur!eryErui the i in the air after it b, d

All about the angles batsi drawntothein-  the batsman tougher.

Those with angled nun-ups prefer bowl-  ward angle — even if the ball straightens a A lot of home-grown wicket-keepers,

therefore, take an extra stride to the right

the oppasite from the other end, when keeping from the Nursery End, and o

Asaresult b keamiddie-  theleft P he appositeend,
stump guard and !hume amus whcn bat- Teams have to factor in the slope even
rln.u. it i Packi i

the ball when it :traumns In case the ball
g:lhad; andthvbatsman rnusm he would

slope leaves space on the dml:!—lde when
bowling from the Pavilion End, ane could
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‘TB death audits, like maternal
mortality model, can aid elimination’

Soumya Swaminathan emphasis

5 the need to prioritise reducing TB deaths and prevalence and incidence of the disease, stating that finding gaps, addressing them, and

having an ambitious plan need to be focused on; our short-term focus, in the next National Strategic Plan, is to reduce TB mortality, she adds

Maitri Porecha

detailed dissection of every

tuberculosis-related death at

the district level or a *TE death

audit, much like the public
health approach adopted by the Centre to
reduce maternal deaths, will prove to be
useful towards meeting India’s TB
elimination goals, Soumya Swaminathan,
Principal Advisor for the National TR
Elimination Programme in India told The
Hindu.

“Like COVID, TB is also a pandemic,
but it has been around for & very long
time. It affects the poor and vulnerable in
every country. Even one dengue death
pets picked up immediately by the media,
and gets reparted. Still, 500 to 900
people die every day of TE in the country,
but the news of a TE death hardly ever
makes it to the newspaper,” she said.

Dr. Swaminathan noted that among the
challenges facing National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP) is the further
reduction in TE mortality rates to meet
the End TB and Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) targets. From an estimated 35
aths per 1,00,000 population in 2015,
Inilia has browght down this rate to 22 per
1,000,000 according to the latest official
data. “However, we still have case fatality
rates ranging from 5% to 10% in different
states. These rates are higher for
drug resistant TB, These deaths are
muastly happening in the
economically-productive age group of 25
o 55 years,” she said.

TE Death Audit

India has significantly reduced its
maternal mortality rate (MMR) by
expanding the scope for institutional
delivery, better antenatal and postmatal
care and by undertaking district-wise
maternal death audits which are headed
by the district collectors. "Everyone has
o sit and explain why that |maternal]
death happened and how it could have
been prevented. Can we adopt a similar
approach for TE," asked Dr,
Swaminathan. “The District Collector
shaould be aware of how many TB deaths
oecur, and non-programme partners
should be engaged in audits of randomly
selected cases. These could be
community medicine departments of
nearby medical colleges or public health
imstitutes. It should not be the TR
programme itself that does the death
audits. TH deaths should be presented,
analysed along with reasons, and the
discussions could lead o improvements
in service delivery” she added. The
deaths are most likely caused by a
combination of complications due to TE,
along with social and economic risk
factors,

Citing an example, Dr. Swaminathan
said that National Institute of TE and
Respiratory Diseases runs a “difficult to
treat,’ virtual TB clinic (using the ECHO
platform), where cases are presented and
discussed every month, for the benefit of
doctors and nurses across the country.
The case of a 19-year-old belonging to a
poor migrant family who succumbed to

RA

TR in Delhi was presented. Her father had
previously died of TB and her sister had
also contracted the infection. “They

d as house maids and had initially
sought treatment with private doctors. By
the time she got admitted, she had
extensive bilateral TE and was in
respiratory fuilure. The fact that a
19year-old girl died of drug sensitive TR
poinis to the need for every patient to be
notified and followed up by the TB
programme. Any number of such cases
are oocurring every day. Are we paying
attention and trying to improve the
system?”

Tamil Nadu model

Tamil Nadu's Kasanoi Erappila Thittam
(TN-KET) meaning *TH death free project,’
was jointly started by the Indian Council
of Medical Research's National Institute of
Epidemiology (NIE} and the State

government for all aged 15 years and older

with drug-susceptible TE notified by
public facilities, with a goal to reduce
deaths by 30% in this group.

According to NIE data, during April -
June 2022, 14,961 TE patients were
natified out of which 11599 (78%) were
triaged. [t was found that of these 1509
(13%) were at high risk of severe illness. OF
these 48% were severely undernourished,
anather 50% had respiratory
insufficiency, and 29% were unable to
stand without support. O the 1509
patients, 1128 (75%) were assessed at a
nodal inpatient care facility. Of these 993
were confirmed as severely ill, and 909
(02%) were admitted. OF those admitted
4% patients succumbed to their illness. As
a result of implementing TN-KET, Tamil

ndid

actic

Public swareness: Students conduct a rally to raise awareness on TE, a contagious disease that is
treatable and preventable, and yet continues to kill millions each year, in Hyderabad, FLe proTo

ee

‘The District Collector should be aware
of how many T deaths oceur, and
nonprogramime partners should be
engaged in audits of randomly selected
cases. These could be community
medicine departments of nearby
medical colleges or public health
institures

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN
Priscipal Advisor Sar the NTEP

Nadu now routinely captures EMI data for
all adults with TE (notied from public
facilities).

In the southern States, people have
co-morbidities such as diabetes,
alcoholism and in the north, there is
severe malnutrition and severe anaemi,
Dr. Swaminathan observed. In any case,
every TE patient must be clinically
evaluated for co-morbidities and risk
factors and these should be treated too,

Dr. Swaminathan pressed on the need
to prioritise reducing TB deaths, along
with reducing prevalence, and incidence
of the disease. “China has a death rate of
3 per 1,00,000 from TB, while India has a
death rate of 22 per 1,00,000. We need to
find gaps, address them and have an
ambitious plan,” she said.

“Our short-term focus, in the next
National Strategic Plan, is to reduce TH
martality. Incidence reduction will take
time, whatever we do, because we don't
‘have a highly efficacious vaced nless
we start hnding everyone and treating

them, we will not have a rapid incidence
reduction,” she a

Dir. Swaminathan said that the National
TE prevalence Survey and State-specific
Prevalence Surveys in Gujarat, Rajasthan
reveal that sub-clinical TB accounts for
A0% to 50% of cases. "Which means, you
will nost pick them up with symptom
screening and our national programme
wais entirely based on symptom
screening. 8o, we were straightaway
missing half of the active T in
population,” she said.

According to her, the solution is to
have widespread use of Xeray backed up
Iy an Al algorithm, "The hand-held X-ray
technology with Al is green lighted by the
‘Waorld Health Organization (WHO), STOP
TE Partnership and ICMR. In fact, six
government hospitals in Mumbai applied
Neray screening and their case
notifications went up by 10% to 12%," she
stabed.

Upfront molecular testing until last
vear in India was 30%. The 100-day TE
elimination campaign aimed at
strengthening diagnostics and linkage o
treatment, as well as efforts by CTD o
expand upfront molecular testing should
pay dividends this year, she added.
Upfromt molecular testing invalves
otfering tests which can pick up TB as
well as drug resistance to TB bacteria
leading to accurate treatment, which
improves chances of the patient’s
recovery. Screening of household
contacts should be made convenient as
they cannot be expected to spend days in
going and getting themselves screened.
This can happen now with the highly
portable handheld X-ray devices which
many States have started using.

The crucial role of nutrition
She also emphasised on providing good
nutrition to TE patients and their families.
“The RATIONS trials led by Anurag
Bhargava in [harkhand among a
population with BMI as low as 16 and 17
has demonstrated thar almost 50%
secondary household cases could be
prevented just by providing good
nutritional support. We don't yet have a
vaccine with 50% efficacy so if we give
adequate calories and protein, it acts like
natural protector from bacteria”
Commenting on the Nikshay Mitra
Programme floated by the Centre for
nutrition support o TR patients, Dr.
Swaminathan said that while the goal was
laudable, its success depends on
volunteers coming forward to donate
nutrition support and this may not be
uniform across all geographies. “Also, the
ability to deliver it [nutritional support|
may be limited in remote areas," she
emphasised. The government’s move to
double the amount meted out under the
Direct Benehit Transfer (DRT) — (an earlier
amount of 500 per month provided to
TR patients during treatment, has now
been increased to T000) would go a long
waty towards meeting the patients
nutritional needs, and more research is
needed in ways to improve the family's
nutritional status, wherever needed.
(porechamaitri.m@ thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

Dr. Swarninathan noted that
among the challenges facing
Mational TB Elimination
Pragramme s the further
reduction in TE mortality
rates o mest the End T and
Sustainable Development
Goals targets

-

Every TE patient must be
clinlcally evaluated for
co-morbidities — such as
diabetes, alcoholism, severe
anaenia, and risk factors —
and these should be treated

-

She also emphasised the
impartance of previding good
nutrition to TE patients and
thedr families, citing the
RATIONS brials led by Anwrag
Bharngava in Jhadkhand

The real fertility crisis is one of agency, says UNFPA Asia Pacific director

WORLD POPULATION DAY

Bamya Kannan

Mations across the world react-
ed predictably to the conclu-
sion of the UNFPA's Global State
of the World's Population Re-
port released last month, some
with a sense of alarm, and oth:
ers with the assurance of hav-
ing fast-tracked policies to im-
prove declining populations.
The media mostly headlined
falling l"emllt)l rates. But the

E gional Di-
rector for thn.' LNT-'I"A th.c Unit-
ed Nations sexual and repro-
ductive  health  and  rights
agency, is one of agency.

It is not about too many or
too few births, At the UNFPA,
we're looking at those fertility
outcomes that are shaped by a
range of different factors,” he
told journalists on the sidelines
of the 3rd Ministerial Confe-
rence on Civil Registration and
Vital Statistics, held in Bangkok

M
K

late last month. "There have
been many demographic alarm
bells, about falling population
rates, and some hawe missed
the mark. And there have been
anticipatory responses, and
some have been effective and
some bess 5o, And they varied, |
would sy, across regions and
across the globe, Very often,
what we see at UNEPA is that,
the headlines, the policymak-
ers too often frame the decline
in fertility rates as the result of
deliberate choioe.”

the UNEPA, we are un-
masking that tw say, very often,
it is women who are too seldom
able to make wvoluntary in-
formed choices about their re-
productive opportunities. Par-
ticularly when you look at, you
know, about a quarter of wo-
men are unable o say no to
sex,” he added.

The report underlined that
women are, all too often
blamed for these demographic
shifts. Some governments are
emploving drastic measures to
incentivise young people to

Pl Smith, Asia-Pacific Regional Directar for the UNFP, which wiorks with

countries to provide support to people w foem Grmilles. FuMys KRR

make fertility decisions in line
with national targets. But the
real crisis is that the most con-
sequential reproductive dedi-
sion a human being can make -
when, whether and with whom
to have a child - is being under-
mined.

The ‘alarm bell’

It is truse, Mr. Smith adds, that it
falling fertility is often the face
of a woman. It begins with the
lack of equality and equity that
is afforded to gids and

women from the beginning of

“And that’s the alarm bell,
That she is unable to exercise
her choice and decide whether
she wants to have a family. And
if she does, is she able o do so
in an economically and socially
responsible and a le
way?" Mr. Smith answered that
himself: "That’s why at the
UNFPA, we're advocating for a
lifecycle approach that invests
in women so that their
health, but also their education

and other needs, are equitably
invested in by govern-
ments throughout their life”

The UNFPA is tasked with
working with governments in
nearly 150 countries across the
world o provide real support
to people to form the families
that they want to, resting on a
rights-based approach to fertili-
ty. So what is this ‘real support’
and what does a rights-based
approach entail?

A rights-based approach
Mr. Smith lists these as cost of
living, gender norms, social
pressure, and  uncertainty
about the future - including
about wars, conflicts, and pan-
demics. *The urgency is really
clear for us — demographic
transitions are accelerating, but
people’s choices are increasing-
ly constrained,” he says. In ef
fect, real support is not ‘about
bonuses  or  coercive
policies’.
“It's actually about provid-
ing support that empowers pe-
ople to help create the families

that they want. That includes
various elements like afforda:
ble housing, childcare, decent
work, and equitable pay. It's al-
s0 about parental leave for all
parents and all families. It's
about accessible fertility care,
reproductive health services al-
50 that are accessible, particu-
larly to our adolescents," Mr.
Smith listed.

The UNFPA is also advocar-
ing among member countries
to provide better support and
legal recognition for all family
types. Same-sex couples face
certain legal and social barriers
to full access, In this context,
the social aspect is almost more
important because legal condi-
tions can be created, but social
barriers may still stymie equal
access. 5o acting on the social
conditioning too is important.

“We are calling on govern-
ments to invest in rights-based
systems, that would enable re-
productive autonomy, regard-
less of a country's ferility
rate, We have a programme
around  demographic  resi-

lience {2:05) and that offers pol-
icy support to help govern-
ments harness the
opportunities that are available
to them and that come with de-
mographic change,” according
0 Mr. Smith.

He added that it would not

be good enough just to have a
policy. “You need leadership
that is going to be courage:
ous and that's going to have the
foresight to look into these de-
mographic changes. They also
have to make sure that the pol-
jcies are responsive, and that
they’re investing.”
(The reporter was at the 3 Mi-
nisterial Confevence on CRVS
held in Bangkok at the invita-
tion of UNESCAP. (ramya.kan-
nan@thehindu.co.dn)

for ‘Science), please write to
sclence@thehindu.con
with the subject ‘Daily page’
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DIS/AGREE
THEBESTOF BOTH SIDES

N Te

Aweekly colurmn, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

© R Sasikumar

After the BRICS summit, a question: Do multilateral institutions
serve India's interests in a changing world order?

Global South,
building BRICS

India needs to be in as many coalitions as
necessary till it is made a genuine
participant in world affairs

tur_v. India should also be walking out of
SCO  [Shanghai Cooperation
Orgamsatmn} and the RIC { Russia-India-
China) and IBSA [India, Brazil, South Africa)
groupings, which variously represent sys-
temic challengers and the Global South,
The Global South is a reality. whichever

PANKAJ] SARAN

sr:csnz.drmthr Iary:f curmry of nations,
Faiyears, Chi | being referred to

DON'TBLAME BRICS for the curse of mul-
tipolarity. BRICS is not the reason for the
relative decline of the LS as a global power.
The folly lies at the doorstep of a multi-
decadal US policy, with active abetment
by its Western allies, to outsource manu-
facturing to China and make it the manu-
facturing capital of the world, To make
matters worse, the US-led Wcsl handl:d
aver the fate of a d

as the"G77 plus China” mdrplmnc]ar—

BRICS is China’s
playground

As China's economic might continues to grow, the
forum today constrains rather than furthers
India's foreign policy objectives

SuUrUPA GUPTA

gon. India is ermbedded in the

terms as well as in philosophical terms. |t

would be delusional to think otherwise.
At the same time, India can barely be

faulted for believ tself and having

a sense of its destiny in the kang run. Its

AS NG power, India’s interests are
arguably served best by aligning with multi-
plv:mapl puwrr!.vﬂn:hicmrdmg o con-
et its e

pendence on any one power and instead
mkwnhcarhunmﬁc isses ufcumrnun

sion of the organisation's membership. It
has also used the venue to advocate for a
larger role in global governance for itself,
While India secks to wmcsunrul‘thra:
goals, it hasnot been able to Iimhcrns in-
h BRICS. The redi
IMF quastasin 2015 may have been the only
exception, Even then, as BRICS countries
banded together to reform global gover-
nance, China emerged as the clear \mlmcr

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“By blowing up the framework of multilateralism and international law and
replacing it with strong-arm tactics, the word of the US has lost its value”

Let the rivers talk
to each other

Namami Gange Programme can potentially
leverage Delhi's Yamuna cleaning project towards
the broader goal of rejuvenating India’s rivers

SRINIVAS CHOKKAKULA
AND DEBARSHEE
DASGUPTA

(NGC). There are other institutional inno-
vations that show an unusual agility in
policymaking. The NGC is headed by the
Prime Minister with the chief ministers
of the riparian states and 10 Union min-
isters as members, The NGC guides an
empowered task force headed by the
Union Minister for Jal Shakti, and an exec-
utive council headed by NMCG s director
general with extensive financial and
regulatory powers,

Thc miost slﬂhng lc.-alun.- urmezma

CLEANING THE YAMUINA ks among the top
priorities of the newly elected BJP govern-
ment in Delhd, The keen interest from the
central government, also led by the BIP,
favours the project. The project also has
the advantage of the Yamuna being part of
the Mamami Gange Programme [NGP)
Delhi's state-driven effort to clean the
Yamuna carries the prospect of valuable
reciprocal learning, which can help shape
acomprehensive policy ecosystem for re-
Juvenating India’s rivers,

The NGF, launched in 2014 as the
Government of India’s flagship pro-
gramime, can boast of a discernible impact
i improving the water gquality and oo

orderisth Tition af

governments as important partners. It
mandates a layered structure of state
Ganga committees and district Ganga
comimittees — accommodating the impor-
tant roles of povernments at different lev-
els. Despite this deliberate effort, the sub-
national participation in Namami Gange
has not been very encouraging. The ab-
sence of ownership of the programme -
the basin states’ legal, institutional and
budgetary responses — raises questions
about its enduring impact.

Thisis where the NGP can leverage the
Dethi govemment-driven project of clean-
ing the Yamuna for a model that can be
scaled. Thr project can rm.-almcmmng

and less 5, moti

bogical status of the Ganga, Besids o=
cent cleaner Maha Kumbh, the National
Mission for Clean Ganga (MMCG) offers the
rising populations oF Iu:yswnc species
sur:llasthr.'r 1903 dk ﬂ'"""":\cd

andrhlnnclsm bnational mobil:
for river rejuvenation.
Dethi's Yamuna project is a particularly
mnﬂmuneand:mthmrummimm
ibution, The Yamuna, ke all other

the imps un. rver.  major Indian rivers, is an mlrrsntr rwv:r

Inover

N:I"‘srcspnmw: pullcyandlnﬁltwunil refiabled hanism:
om o enduring c —a rhalll:ny:lhit

rlu:mrlurrcany Action Plan. Dcl.vnl] mdmﬂrimhmc samcumc.

Implemented in mission mode, the it faces wate

MGP has interesting begal and institutional pullmnrbadofdmtuﬂﬂpurrrm rmm

innovations to its credit. The foremost  the city-state of Delhi, This singular charac-

among these isthat it has shifted from the  teristic bringsthe role of adisting territorial

regulatory framing of what was the
Ministry of Environment and Forests toan
exccutive approach, in the Ministry of Jal
Shakti (earlier the Ministry of Water

River Devel
Rej ion). The pre I }

).
a shift from pollution abatement to im-

dGanga

entity, that tooof an urban agglumcramru
into sharp hmslurmvmn; nvcrwan:r
quality. Studi un-
captured and untreated sewage s respon-
sible for the pallution boad in the Yamuna,
This iis a classic instance where improve=

mentin mtrmmqnlllydlmuiyti:pmds

as it was able to secune a deputy
director position at the IMF,

While India seeks to expand iis ties with
countries in the Global South and portray it-
srlfasthrlllta:hr.wnthcdmpcmmc
thes China enjoys with ather BRICS countries,
it is difficult for New Delhi toclaim the lead-

i iy e lthole b

oy toChina in the wake ul'thcwllapscd
capitalism and the financial crisis of 2008,
China was happy to play saviour, Neither
BRICS nor India can be blamed for the
rapid rise of a power that today believes it
is poised to challenge US global hegemany,

Inifact, India is at the recoiving end of pali-

proving the ecological condition of the — onimpi B Dielhican,
river. The NGP has pursu.cda rm:r hasln [ k t should
approachinfarmed bya p dofor encluring for the NG, and
a:unsumumul’ lhl: Indlan [nsntun:s of th f Centre- li on th
Techrology. | 1 vt | toachieve this.

amimes, like those in Europe, such Inmupc.imukalwgrim mgnmhc

shifts took decades. The International
Commission for the Protection of the
Nllnr([{l”ll].t'sta.lilshcdln 1950 to restore
the River| shifts only af-

mdmsutmmhduscdummmdm

ter the Sandoz disaster in 1986,

The NMCG was accorded the status of
an authority soon after it was launched
through rhc: RM:rGal\ga (Rejuvenation,

)Mt horities

accretion of power is an |l|rx|:|rablr mmn_lndna s P o 10

process, unless we reconcil i nasBRICSal\dIthllangha ganisation. It might be casier for India to cre-
alhlmrsta.tusul‘apml mlunlall:ml:rg— Cuupcrﬂim atealeadershi et hits bilateral
ing nati | aspirant. In the ified along the lines that I ties and in bk here China is not present,
transition phase of the current wark form: h for a more workd \ditionally, India is deeply conflicted

der, India’s interests lie in working with
the known US-led order, while being con-
scious that there are many things out of
its control. For instance, the continuation
of this order depends on how it is led,
rather than the choices of its followers,

order that limits the dominance of Western
pawers and West-bed institutions,

Indeed, BRICS emerged as a group fo-
cused on challenging the norms that shaped
multilateral economic institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund {IMF) and
the World Bark. BRICS offered anather av-
enue for India's aspirations for ghobal lead-
ership as it, along with Brazil, China and
Ruissia, negotiated a larger proportion of

on de-dollarisation. While it has not been
opposed to creating alternative payment
mechanisms, it has enjoyed strong and in-
creasing trade and investment ties with the

Protecti

Order oFBCIIE.Thc Mational Ganga River
Basin Authority, constituted earlier, was
dissolved through this order and was re-
placed with a National Ganga Council

NGPcan potertially leverage responses Ilw:
Dielhi's cleaning of the Yamuna towards cre-
ating.a policy and institutional ecosysterm to
rejuvenate India's rvers.

Chiokkakala is the president and chief
executive of Centre for Policy Research
(CPR), Mew Delhi. Dasgupta is a research
associate at CPR. Views are personal

U5 and has sought to limit its depend

on China, Trump's threat of imposing addi-
tional tariffs on BRICS countries pursuing
dcdnllansannnplltslndlalnadl u:ullpo—

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

la.wu:urmc policy, nvmuldnccdmclcarly

cies puirsued by its Wester partners. Theles- At the same time, India will seek bo grow
sons have not Immtl:umnmEm\:lpc asfasusllun
dthe LS. clividied als Since the scale of ionby it-

miichitoshakeofftheir interdependence with z:ll'lsﬂfrplrpmpurhun Jﬁ:dlnglhclwu

China, In fact, we are told of thof b

thm.? maynlwbca.lyguud and additionally, given the

mmmmam&m:ﬁ A scenario where India !;:m?nhm:n":::

American and Furopean Walks out of BRICS is  cyrrent order, India's in-
i i i ible, if for nothing — terface with the world will

mmﬂftmﬂ"n “else than the fact that Efﬂmbf_f““flwthr
BRICS member.

Unlike his predeces- mthmgls; E I le. as many thematic and ge-
sors, the current US  But woulditbe admitted  ographical cnalitions and
President has launched a  into the G7 as reward for - groupings as necessary till
r"?[:':hl atm °F'" E:‘Eust: switching sides? It has ::;pamm'n ;f!r;l'i:l"_!mwr-
withthe of puni ; : i rice
tariffs, Some truths need  Deettmade dlear thatin o6l oational institu-
to be told here. He has today’s world, tions. This is the essence
equallyharsh wordstosay  democracy has losties  of India’s case, _
nion, which e haraga  Premium Miltaryruled -, NCEORLh SRICE
was formed to do damage Pakiﬂtanbu_:mmidum! 35 have internal divisions,
tothe United States. Japan  great a nation as India,  as do other, more hon-
aﬂﬂrﬁlﬁ hlalw-' HEI* :ﬂ-'ﬂ and as indispensable a D“Ehrfblr ones, :::d"
spal either. India's B . achievements are -
largest and most |m|:|ur- partner for the US. est. Members have dif-
tant trade and tech ferent ori ions and
partners are outside goals, and even bilateral

BRICS. If the wider world was satisfied
with the current state of world affairs,
BRICS would have been r!:lcgau:d toa
fringe 1in

differences. They have different geopo-
litical uses for these isations. Incia

is ot exactly enamoured of the putative
Itis hardly likely, for example,

the paslmuplcurwals.lmnlwng several
weell-known Friends and partners of the
US, needs introspection in Western capi-
tals, not name calling.

A scenario where India walks out of
BRICS is possible, because nuihlngls |m-
possible, But would it b

that India will facilitate the replacement
of the US dollar with the Chinese yuan as
an international reserve currency. The US,
hewever, is not helping matters. By mak-
ing the availability of the dollar scarce
thruugl\ foreed reduction of trade sur-
inst it and, in parallel, weapon-

G7 as a rewand for switching sides? It has
been made clear that in today's world,
demacracy has lost its premium, It is no
longer the glue that ateraces the like
minded. Military-ruled Pakistan is consid-
ered as great a nation as India, and as indis-
pensable a partner for the US, Russia, on
the ather hand, mast be shunned for being
autharitarian. If the world has to be rebuile
using the alliance template of the last cen-

ising it as a geopaolitical tool, it is driving
even the best-intentioned nations
to hedge against unpredictability, This is
the new reality we live in. Understanding
these complexities requires a new way
of thinking

The writer is convenor, NatStrat,
Jormer deputy national security
adviserand ambassador

quotas and votes at these ate that it is not < N
nstitutions, In recent years, retreating under threat. INO LESSONS LEARNT A RISKY SHORTCUT
as BRICS has expanded its gy oL The economic asymme- THIS REFERS TO the report, 12 killed as  THISREFERS TOthe editorial T noclear
membership, it has ar- il '_ la_su.' e - try within BRICS has also wvehicles fall into river after bridge col- terms' (IE, July 10}, United States
guably provided India an-  expand its ties with — spilled over in the way lapsﬁln\hdndar{[lﬁlulyll].ﬂmn Donald Trump's Latest trade
other platform to develop  countries in the Global — Beijing has used the New of bridge inlessthana  war threat to over a dozen countries
ties with countries in the South and portray itsclf Development Bank, the mumh in Gujarat indicate the urgent — aligns with his signature style of bully-
Glohal South. One could ar- their leader, given th group’s flagship financial for course correction. Apparently,  ing. Japan and South Korea are among
gue that as the US under Ay e cr, m"‘ul € institution. While India has there were Iapsrs m i e, thealli intheli The mav-
the Donald Trump admin- deep economic ties b d forits i Despite tefl I cl ick Prosich ikt Truth Social toan-
istration pursuesan unpre-  China enjovs with other  ture projects, it is China the hndg!: was ncnhcrcluu:d nor e nounce new reciprocal tariffs on 14
dictable and more volatile  BRICS countries, itis  that hasbeenable tolever- pairecion priority. = including ladest
foreign policy, it might be difficult for New Delhi 2% its economic power to mthllcdwlmnllmMnMnmnsmn Malaysia, and Cambodia — setting rates
even more imperative for ifficult for New Delhi shape the discussion at the tridge, l'rnmlhcﬂnlldlna cullapmdln h!miipcrmntald‘mpcrunt.and
India to build ties with  toclaim the leadership  NDB around infrastructure October 2022 — just ithad  warningthatr
such institutions, mantle while operating and connectivity, which in h:mrwpemd Hmn;mparsl’hles- mlmmmﬂmﬂmh@nw—

But does membership within the organisation, ™ bolsters its Belt and iffs TI'llIIF 1 bypass negotia-
ofBRICS reallyserve ndia's [P I"”f“ oo Road Initative. major tragedy. tiors iffstruicture
interests? What specific l““ﬂ!“ he casier ior It is riot only in the realm 8§ 8 Paul, MNadia decades of hardl 18 i
foreign policy goals can it India to create a of coonomics that Mew Delhi international relations. It may resonate
pursue through this? The leadership i ingly played 1 THIS REFERS TO the report. 12 killed as - with a domestic audience but is sure to
international order is going through h‘ilalural Hes, fickdle. More recently, tomain- vehicles fall into river after bridge col-  decpen uncertainty and provoke retali-
through a transformation © tain BRICS whl:slcln. Indli lapsesinVadodara'{[E July 10) Thetragic — ation, even from Washington's allies.
and the of the siggn collapse of the Mahi river bridge near Kholan Das, Kolkata
new order are not yet chear, condemned the terrorist at- Mujpurin Viadodara district, claiming 15
and itis pcmncnl to ask whether China-  tackin Pahalgambut did not criticise Pakistan liwes, is yet another grim reminder that

4 institutions such as BRICS will  for supporting cross-border terrorism. India e have learnt little from past disasters (CRIT] CAL]LY NEEDED

help India or drag it down, has fought k 1 hard tocomvinee the world like the Morbd briclge tragedy of 2022, THIS REFERS TO the article, "Mindin;

Targue that while BRICS and the SCOstill — that Pala and expo rism ite repeated incidents and public  the minerals gap' (1E July 10), Thrqmg

provide India platforms to push for multi-
polarity, they do not further many of its ley
foreign pullcymmls_lnslumctas&‘s.lrslntcr-

— the BRICS declaration went directly against
India’s long-held position,
In the early years ufthv: forum, BRICS

ests might even be affected
through the collective positions taken,
Clany:CIIna‘semmnuc size, assertive for-
eign policy and dominance in these institu-

gave Indlia a larger profile
in global governance by providing a mech-
anism for policy coordination by emerging
economies. As China's economic might has

tions limit the extent to which India can
ertits influence and secure its interests.
China's GDF, at $17.79 trillion, is nearly
five times the size of India's at $3.56 erillion,
This economic might, abong with China's ex-
tensive trace and imvestment ties with other
BRICS countries, allow it toexert -
litical influence. At the BRICS summits,
Beijing has used its leverage to promote
goals such as de-dollarisation and expan-

outery, our infrastructure continues o
not measure up, lacking quality checks
and maintenance, The fact that the
Gambhira bridge, built in 1986, was
fagged for its deteriorating condition as
warly as 2022, but action was delayed still,
speaks volumes about systemic negli-
genee. This is ot an isulaw:d inu'drnr
Thy

Incrazsed In ambitk i, i the
forum teday might constrain rather than
further India’s foreign policy objectives,
Indian leaders might be well advised to
reevaluate BRICS's utility,

The writer is nssociate professor, political
scdence and international uffuirs,

Uiniversity of Mary

andmmsﬂlllinﬂmtmm alung\mth
serious risks to the hundreds of people
whoutilise them.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohall

Critical Minerals Initiative is a timely

and emerging domain. The authors'
emphasis on minilaterals or "clubs”
showws that this strategy can help India
secure supply chains of critical miner-
als. Along with the Mineral Security
Partnership and the Quad Initiative,
Irielia has taken certain steps at the do-
mestic level too. This includes the
Mational Critical Minerals Mission, re-
lease of the list of 30 critical minerals,
ete, The time has come to make India’s
role in the supply chain indispensable.

Dewwang Ganesh r Mew Diathi

apapar.indlans:prem .. .
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INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT 18 A MISSION,
Ramnath Goenka

END BITTERHARVEST:
SUPPORT FARMERS WITH
WATER MANAGEMENT

Na country where poor farmers are exiting agriculture every

yenr, Maharashira contributed a dublous statistic in 2025—of

TET Farmers dying by sulelde between January and March, In

the Marathwida and Vidarbha reglons, where most of these

deathsoccurred, agriculture has slipped several notches down
the developmental ladder, The sector is not unproductlve-
rather, It 1s wnviable, with institutional support to farming
caught in red tape and policy rigidity

Maharashtes b8 o muee of contradictions In agriculbure It
has the micimum number of dams in India, but a minimwm
share of brrigated cultivation, The industriallsed state pro-
duees maost of the country's pulses, soy, cotton and sugarcanes,
but water scarcity and climate change blight crops, The rea.
sons for farmer sulckdes ave well established—with thelr lands
hardly brelgated, Input costs high, output prices low, chemicals
hurting soll fertility and Institutlonal finanee often Inaceessk-
bl thay fll prey o usurious debt. Cornered, agriculture be.
comes thelrepltaph, Bven death brings no peace, becatise thise
stbeddes are el lgible for the scant gover nment compensat ion
urdess they meot the set erlberions,

Maharashira’s case should prompt policy planners to recog-
nise the valnerability of rain-fed agriculture nationwide, It sup-
ports 40 percent of the population, over hall of livestock, and
Just under half of total food prodoction; but 1s predeminantly
practised by poorer farmers and §s vulnerable toclimate change,
Thereln lays the challenge to make rain-fod agriculture regen.
erative. On the other hand, Maharashtra's Jalyukt Shivar Ab-
hiyan, o water empowerment scheme, should be adopted nathon-
wide, Reduced water valnerabllity can encourage farmers to
diversily thelr crops and adopt sustainable practices, thereby
veducing nput costs and risk of crop failue, Small furmers can-
ot be left unsupported and expected to grow puls
In dlrought-prome Malarashtra, for instance, wl
lobbles promote water-dntensive sugarcane eultbvatlon.

The focus In raln-fed areas showld shift from centralised e
rlgation tolocally adaptive water management and community-
based conservation, The government must seale up last-mile
lrrigation indry reghons through pond construction, rainwater
harvesting, and the use of deip and sprinklor systems, Conglst-
ant gover mment procurement and minimum price support must
complement extenslon services like affordable eredit, regular
Insurance payouts, aceurate weather rocasts and deane-bassd
field damage assessments, Maharashtra should lead the country
not in burying its farmers, but in harvesting its future,

BOOST MATH LEARNING TO
BUCK TECH SKILL SHORTAGE

A nationwhde survey of mathematical and lingulstic pro-

fielency by the National Councll of Educational Research

and Trainkng has found massive deficlencies in basle

shills among mid-primary and middle-school students.

The survey, conducted in 2024, assessed 2115022 students
aeross 74,220 sehools bn 36 states and Unlon territores, It found
that among class 3 students, 50 percent could not classify baske
geometrle shapes, 50 percent could not perfiorm simple mon-
etary transactions, 46 percent were unable to arvange num-
biers up to 99 in ascond ing or descending erder, and 42 percant
could not perform addition or subtractlon of twoe-dlglt num-
bers, At least 46 porcent of class G students flled to understand
simple multiplication, repeat addithons and divisions

This is disturbing and threatens the foture of the schence,
technology, engineering and mathematles or STEM streams
L Inelba, 18 needs urgent corrective measures across the board,
The numbers indicate a lack of basile arithmetic skills that
anyone would require for everyday life. They project a loom.
Lz vacuum by skilbed human resources that could hinder the
country's progress at a thme sclence and technology are polsed
for era-defining advances and streas is lid on ndigenous de-
velopment bn every sphere, There ks an urgent need to act on
the survey's recommendation of improving competencles in
mathematles and selenee among school children, while em-
phasising the importance of gendersensitive pedagogles,
reglonal equity, and inclusive education.

Coverniments nead to make mathematics learning an enjoy-
bl experience in schools by uslng engaglng ways to teach the
basics and lay a strong foundation that would benetit the chil.
elren ag wall as the country, Concurrently, the wreban-rurml divide
should be bridged while Identifying children with learning
cllanbilitios—especially dysealeulia (difficulty in understanding
numbers, pedforming caleulations, grasping mathematical con-
oeptalk; dyalexa (problom with recognising alphabets, numbers,
words and understanding texty and auditory processing disor-
der—and assisting them with speclalised care,

Laat year, the Unlon minister for youth affaies, labowr, em-
ployment and sports, Mansukh Mandaviya, admitted to India
wbaring ata huge shortage of skilled manpower, The cruckal role
of basic mathematieal skills among children In ralsing an ad.
e umte technologlenl manpower o the future should nod be lost
on anyone, Parents, teachers and counsellors—alongside the
government machinery—must get Involved in a nathonwide
axerclse now, rather than regredt later.

OUTSOURCING GENOCIDE

AN utterly tragle truth about our warld is that even geno-

clde has a cost, Hoaredz, lsrael’s oldest newspaper, has

pointed to the lirael Defence Forees' Facebook adver-
tisements for bulldozer operators who can help demaolish
struetures in Gaza Strip It's reported they would be pald
per bulldin ) shekels (65,0000 for demollshing asmall
building and 5,000 sh 6 (T 1,50,000) fora large one, Costs
are being counted elsew o, Reports in BT and The
Guardian this week revealed an American consulting
group developing a post-war plan for the Steip that in-
cludes the creation of a “Trump Riviera', Irony would die
a thousand deaths i countries whose companios profited
from the war make money from cleaning up after, too.

WO menths after [ndia strack
nine known terrorist base-
enmps and lunchpsds in Paki-
stand territory, an analysia of
the military and operational
dimensions of O) tion Sin-
door points to cert prelimi-
conclusions,
hit hard but hit smart—in
mn'(ully- ealeubated striloes that took place
at night to avoid collatera] damage bo chvil-
lans. Operation Sindoor, which targeted o
bronder geography and o wider sed of tar-
gets tham any previews counter-terrarist ac-
1I:||1 wis o remarkable |
tary achievement. Despi
on the highest alert, India succeeded in
breaching its defensive lines and striling
Its intended tegets, incleding eliminating
sl ko terrorists (whose funerals wit-
nessed high-level sttendance from Paklsta-
nl military and police offkcials, reconfirm-
Ingg thakr complicity in terror),

Irdia's indtial striles deliberaiely soided
Pakistani military and governmental tar-
gets, in order to signal that its action was
purely inreprisal agninst terrocism and not
Intended to be the opening salvo in s pro-
tracted war It left the burden of escalation
to the Pakistani military, which duly
abliged, inviting additional retribution,

Secomd, the very terms of engagement
with Palkcistan have irrevoeably shifted, In-
dia has shed its longstanding hesitations
regarding military action, cnee beld hos-
tage by fears of “internationalising” the
Kashmir issue. No longer will such con-
corns restrain the nution, Indin has moved
beyond the familine diplomatic process of
presenting dosslers and evidence, petition-
Ing a UN Security Council that has long al-
Jowed Pakistan to find shelter behind one of
Its permanent members, The time for such
diplomacy s not over, but it is no longer
enough, Instead, New Delhi's resalve to re-
apond 1o terrar with military foroe, and b
manage counterretalintory actions, was
clear and unwavering, with India signalli
it was prepared to inflict sven more
conssquences i required,

Third, from swift cross-barder surgical
sirikes in 2006 (o an air strike in Pakistan-
aecupied Kashmir in 2019, Indla has pro-
gressively expanded the scope of its strikes.
Inudlin crossed nod only the Line of Control
(i the Mol Government hiel been care-
fuul not to beremch £ iis 3008 surgleal strike
after the Urd terror attack) and the interna-
tonal border (which i had breached in s
single strike after the Pulwama bombing),
Tt it dlbed 8o this time by hitting nine targets.
In the process, Pakistan's nuelear blackmail
anid its incessant threats of wn unoontralled
war were ignored and unmasked. For too
oz, Islumatbad has hald both Indin and the

(" Dropouts are only one outeome of bad quality of
‘\ "'" education, Poor |t..'|rn|:|1|..n|.||t.||mL-\ low employability

(.
‘f"\.

Delhi can't assume better sense will prevall in Rawalpindi arytime
so0n. After demaonstrating military precision and paolitical will with
Operation Sindaor, it must prepare for a more volatile reglan

TAKE PRIDE IN
THE OP, BRACE
FORTHE WORST

workl hostage to the shadow of its nuclear
arsenal. India demonsteated that tervorism
can meet o calibrated military response
without inviting a nuclear holoeaust,

Inlin hs cleardy demonstrated that, in
the evant of comflict with Pakistan, any fu-
ture sub-conventional provecations will
now be met with a fullscale comventional
reaponse, The onus i now squarely on Pa-
kistan to ensure that such provocations
cease, If itwishes to meold the consequences
of Indin's eorventional military power.

Fowrthy, by placing the Indus Waters Trea-
ty In abeyance, Indin has sent an unegquivo-
el mesaagge; the costs ol sponsoring terror-
s can no lenger be contained within the
realmof symbolle eprisals. Pakistan must
now face the real poss y that Its eetions
could jeopardise the lifelslood of its
peaple—its water. While India has not yet
shown any inclination to substantially di-
vert these waters, the mere suggestion that

o Lok bl M i of earig
Com s Exfssnal AMaat, ird Sty
ARk i g o o 4 bk

AW 1Y

the fow could be curtalled drematically al-
ters fhe dynamics. Henceforth, the bargaine
Lniig ehip Is no bonger dinlogue b exchangs
Tor peace; rather; it is Pakisinn's cessation
of terrorism inexchange for Indin'’s contine
uiedl provision af witer,

Fifth, the workl has been sharply remind-
edal the persistent threat posed by rmdicall-
sation and extremism emanating from Pa-
kiatan, Operation Sindoor has refocused
attention on Pakistan's deepand continuing
limks to perrorism, as well as s peribkoss -
clenr brinkmanship

Details of the behind the-scenes discus-
slons betwoen the US and Pakistan, and In-
din's militnry manseuvres will no dowbt
emerge in time, However, what is indisput-
abde is that a ceasedire woulkd not have be
achievable without the full appl
military pressure by India, nor would it
hive been possible without India’s readi-
ness to call a halt whenever Pakistan

NEITHER TOO MANY, NOR TOO FEW

T tirme when the world is grap
ing with climate breakdown,
eeonamie instability, widening
wealth inequality and deepening
gender divisions, perhaps only
ane truth stays constant; people
miust be at the centre of the fu-
fure we fmmgine,

Thie relation between population and de
velopment has never been more critical.
Long before Thomas Robert Malthus and
Adam Smaith, thinkers sceoss the world
from Kautilyn in India to Confucins in Chi-
na and Aristotle in Greece—grappled with
a fundamental guestion: how does the sl
and cemposition of population influence
prosperity, stability, and moral order?

Between the 15th and 18th centuries, the
thiought shifted drmmatically ag resources
came to be viewed as limited, Population
growth, onee considered a sign of strength,
e b bis seen as sormething thit would in-
evitably lead to economic insebility, wealth
inequality, poverty amd hunger However,
this narrative was challenged in the 20th
century by the success of Norman Borlaug's

et Revolution, r\l‘]vam:nnnncu]runl

i this surplus, millions araund
e workd still go hungry This underseores
that the core issue is not absolute scarcity or
inadlequeate production, bt mther inegual-
ity Mawe distribution systems, and poor
governance, These challenges—rooted in
questiong of justice anl pecess—hi
el through history and must remal
tral to global development debates,

Indin's demographle story has always
been complex, Ones feared for its so-callel
population explosion, Indla now foes o for
Hility transition, Accarding to the National
Family Health Survey 5, India's total fertil
Ity rate {TFR} has fallen to 20—below the
replacement level, There are twa contracic:
fory concerns af the centre of population
delates today, On one hand, some commen-
tators express concerns about Indin's “over:
papulation” and the resuliant strain on re
sotrees, joba, and infrastroctuce, Then them
are athers who paint to the declining fertil-
Ity rates—particulardy in the southern and
western states—and warn that we may be
heading towards an ageing crisis and
shrinking workforee,

This parsdoxien] anxiety about having
hath oo many and too few people i svmpto-
matie of a fundamentally Mawed demo-
graphic discourse, 1t assumes fertility and
population can be enginesred or manipu-
Inted through poliey interventions, inoen-

BALHASAN AL

tives, or even coerclan, without addressing
the soclal norms, freedoms, and inequalities
that actually drive demographic chodces,

With raphd fertility decling, rising 1ife ex-
pectancy, improved healtheare, and other
positive demographic and sscle-economic
treds, Irsdka s pvuch reasan |uhnn|n|lmiu
tie about its development trajectory. Yet,
critical questions remain.

Firat, can India truly harness its demo-
graphic dividend by transforming its vast
vouth popukation intoa skilled and produc-
tive workforce—especially at a time when
vouth unemployment remaing alarmingly

=

On Warld Population Day, we
should look at India’s demographics
with fresh eyes. Rather than
warrying over population growth
rates, we should question the
fallure of institutions and policies
Inensuring justice for all. The focus
should be on creating conditions
where all can live with dignity

high? Second, with population ageing ac-
eolernting, partieularly in soutbern st
v will Insidin integrate its growing ek
population into productive roles, espe
whan employment opportunities are
iteid pven for younger cohorts amd suLlIl:y

nets remain weak?
Third nd perhaps the most eritical, In-
din's da |ru>;,|'u|mil' s num: oL innes
bibenid

dian polbeyminkers planning o nte Lmu'ihh
ahifting female population into the econe-
™ Will thisir poteritial be realised through
Formal employment, entrepreneurship, or
beadershiproles? And most importantly, how
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will the umpaid work they continue to shoul
ber be recognised, redistributed, and valued
both socially and economically?

Fauirth, the continued existence of wids-
sprend child libour in India highlights ma-
Jor gaps in our edueation and protection
Prameworks, Despite poliehes lke the Sarva
Sumagra Shiksha Abhiyan and the Right o
Education Act, many children, especially
from marginalised communities, remain
excludad from meaningful eduention and
are instend absorbed into exploitative b
r forces. This nod ondy undermines their
rights, but alao compromises India's long:
term human capita] development,

Fifth, while poverty levels have declined
In recent years, o substantinl portion of the
popalation still struggles with deprivatbon,
Meanwhile, the number of millionabres has
grown sharply, Datn froem the Weadd Insqual-
ity Dintahnse prints a stark pieture: the bot-
tom 50 percent of the population owns just
64 pereent of the country's wealth, while
the top 10 pereent holds 85 percent, and the
top 1 percent alone owns 40,1 percent . In
termia of income, the bottom S0 percent pop-
ulation earns only 15 percend of the national
Income, compared to 47,7 percent claimed by
the tap 1 percent, This extreme Imbalance
b bweeen popubation, income, and wealth dis
tritagtion highlights the urgent need to reim:
agine India's development model not only
through thie Lena of grovwth, but thragh eg
uity, inclusion, and justice,

Today, as we observe World Population
Diay, Indlin mmyust sefee the opportunity bo e
think its population discourse. The real bs-
s s ot thie number af’ people, but the per.
alatent failure of institutions, governance,
vl policies toensure justion, equity, and op-
portunity for all, While youth empeower.
mant is vital, 8o too ks the impeeative to fo.
s n o, the elderly, ¢hildren, and the
marginalised in our demographic vision,

Population is mod the problem—injustios
I8, It s thme to reject the false binaries of
oo many" or “too few" and embrace a jus-
theedriven discourse, Demographic mems.
ures should not be about contrel or reaching
an “hdenl” number 1 should be about ereat-
Ing the conditions under which all people
i Live with dignity, exerelss choiee and au-
temoany, and reallse thedr full potential

(Vheurs are personil)

of graduates, low productivity, and consequent low
T wagges comstitute another setof vuteomes

Bibek
Dby

stopped off the ludder of escalation,
Sizcth, n light of the current of af
fairs, dialogue with Pakistan seems a re-
made possibility Nothing substantive is
Nikcedy to change in the bilateral relationship,
and proposals for tnlks on Kashmir will like
Ty full on di Kashmir is neither the
oot cause nar the ultimate solution to the
enduring tenslons between India and Paki.
stan, This isa myth perpetuated by Palistan
tofustify its claims on Indinm territory, brsed
an nothing more than the bigoted argument
that Muslims cannot live in a country with
a non-Muslin majority
Seventh, India made It unequivocally
clear that any future terrorist attack would
e treated as an aetof war The prineiple af
zero tolerance for terrorlsm, when trans-
lInted into real polley, compels Pakistan to
serbously consider whether it 1s willing to
wlak a broader conflict every Hme it sends its
proxies across the border to disrupt peace.
Eighth, though India has understanda by
been focused on its own economie develog-
ment and high-tech growth rather than war
preparations, it is clear that it cannot as-
s better sense will prevail in Rawalpin:
di. Inddin must prepare for the worst. This
entnils belstering its military capabilities,
addresaing diplomatic vulnerabilities, en-
hancing internal security measures, and
ready ing I8 citizens for the inevitable cycles
al vialenice, lass, and disorder that might fol-
Tow: Inelia must continue to adapt, prepare,
and evolve its strate the fvce of an ad-
versary that is not likely to abandon its
destabillaing tactics any time soon.
Indin's GIP §s 11 times that of Pakistan,
and the Indian government must not leave
Itself vulnerable toa military regime that
stokes Instability by propping up terror
prcces toreinforee its domestic dominance,
It is important to recognise that the Paki-
stani military's overweening authority, its
control over the Pakistani national budget,
it hiatorical relationahips with major pow-
ers, and its strategic alliances with China
and Tiirkiye provide it with substantial
feicils b gustnin an armed conflict, Whils In-
el enjoys overwhelming military superior-
Ity and would undoubtedly prevall in any
conventional conflict, Pakistan's ability to
inflice harm, bath through direct and indi-
rect means, must not be underestimated,
Inlin com take justifinble pride in it dem-
anatration of ressute pelitical will in con-
fronting terrorism and its capacity to dis-
mantle Pakistan’s terror infrastrocturs
with procision, while remaining steadfast in
15 unity and maturity in the face of height-
ened emaotions. At the same time, ndia most
sl for an inereasingly volatlle secu-
srvviranment and a niighbourhood thit
, perhaps, grown more fragile in the
wake of recent events, (Views are persanal)
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Chinese checkers

Rel: Gov peeds to address rare earth
supply rvallemge with oegency [ lul 10).
Indla has to stant reducing Its dependency
on China by strategic and targeted rolling
ourt of spacific pealogical palicies
annually. China's monepoly Impedes
Indla’s dream of gresner |nitiatives and
susiinable develapment,

Awinash Krishma Kumar, Bhubaneswar

Farm fork
Red; Trky posers oved wie of ferpile farmland
fev park (bl 10), Land-grabbing has been
on the rize lately for industrialisation
and real astate venturez, which is totally
neglecting agriculture, | poes unsald that
enticing compensations would not help food
Invecwrity of the farmer or the country,

ra R, emall

Bridge fears

Re: Bridges oves traubled waters (ul 10).
This devastating incident has instilled
grave fear among commuters=espetally
given the alarming number of timilar
Incidents reparted across the nation. it

Ix Imperative that the government takes
urgent and concrete steps to azsure and
account for safe pubdic infrastrueture.
Mohd Arbaz Alam, Haverl

Risky encroachments

Roed: Making ethical sene of fo many
deaths (bl 10). The author, questiening
alrports of being close (o residentlal
areas, does not take into account the
encroachments near the high-risk runways.
Authar(tles must be hetd scountable for
Ietiing shums proliferate neas alrports,
particularly In places e Mumbal,

(0P Swaminathan, Bengalury

Regular audits

Reet: J) dead as 40-yy-old G bridipe

wollapses (bl 1), The tragedy highlights

fhe grave consequences of negkecting timely
maintenance of public infraztoucture. Ageing
bridges and bulldings across ndis pet o
aatlous thieat o public tafety i not regulasly
audited and repalred,

Marayanan Klzhumundayur, Thrlssur

Craative libarty

Rel: Yanakl® gets an inibial a3 makers
agree to modify titfe [Jul 18], The audience
patranising Malayalam cinema has never
faken any edfence; yer the censor hoard
remaing Intolerant, Cinema should not be
curtailed by narrow: mindedness, We must
pawe the way for the next generation io
continue ihe legaty of legends,
Meenu B, Kattayam
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Bengaluru brouhaha resonates in distant Delhi

elsewhere, the dramatic high which the
GOP experienced two years age when they
wrested control in Bengaluru is no more
evident in the silicon city. Propped up
by well-wishers and a modley set of munt
leaders brazenly exhibiting a cockiall of
casteist and religious power, both Shivaku-
mar, the crisis manager and the go-to man
for Congress for a few years and his senior
competitor Siddaramaiah have not ket any-
thing pass in their bartle for the gaddi.
With loyalties split within the cabinet
as groupism is rampant, the CM and his
deputy have had to cnable the campwalas
to vent out their feelings (like how a ven-
triloquist does) and then pretend to douse

MNS MLA must be punished

T ever there was a perfect tussle for

pawer, the Karnataka example would fit
toa “T What began a5 a sustained bout
of shadow boxing in the summer of 2023
as a resurgent Congress stormed to power
in the south-western state has continued
to pop up, at the most inappropriate of
times for the ruling dispensation and
much 1 the delight of the Oppaosition wha
have rubbed it in, almost at will. The two
contenslers - one the incumbent Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and the other his
fiery and influential de puty, D K Shiva-
kurmar have for the present decided to
bare their real intentions, stop pretending,
and indulging in typical Congress party

still unsuccessfully try to cover up and de-
flect attention from the raging controversy,
It is still inexplicable why Congress is do-
ing this. In a long time, they won with a
convincing number of seats in 2023 after
receiving sizeable support from the public
in 'Kamslnkn. who wzr':fh! up with tﬁ

effective rule of BIP, fighting its own battles
within the party, If ever pawer sharing by
“rotation’ was considered a doomed 1o fail
task, the Karnataka example would add to
the many that have taken place in India
over the past three decades, when coalition
governments, shaky right from the stari,
patch up just in time to seize the gaddi and
convince the dissidents in their respective

fresh alliances to ensure their political
survival have been the oft-used tactics of HIS refers wo the editorial “‘Politicians wreaking havoc
both regional and national parties, which shmtld be duly pumﬁed (THI July 10). Sadly, Ma-
are forgotten as the next elections are an- I is wil g political highhandedness of Shiv
noungced. There is a huge list in this regard Sena and MNS workers, who are indu]gl.ns in necdless
for political scholars to study all over the violence either in the name of ‘Marathi” language or in
nation. Karnataka has once again grabbed the process of intimidating innocent people from other
attention as the political pow-wow as of states. The over- forcus b)' the MNS to teach Marathi to
now is being played out in New Delhi, oth . Tts MLA slapping
where political pundits enjoy the south- and punching a non- I.ocl'l in the MLA canteen over the
ern favour of this no-holds-barred fight quality of ‘dal’ served there, has brought the reputation of
and come up with expert theories on how the Shiv Sena and MNS combine several notches down
it may all end up, As far as the grand old in the public eye. The wanton vandalism of the 1ol booth
party ks concerned, it has often shown that showed the rowdy and uncouth behaviour of the opposi-
it needs no enemies from outside, laden as. tion in Maharashtra in dismal light; and the government
it is with ‘good friends’ within. Going by ‘must take 1o task these lawbreakers so that they would not

TRIUMPH OF IDEOLOGICAL LOYALTY

SURGICAL STRIKE

ud
K. KRISHNA SAGAR RAD

few moments in public
life restore our collec-
tive faith in the possibility
of justice. One such moment
arrived with the elevation of
my senior party colleague,
N. Ramchander Rao. as the
State President of BIP Tel-
angana. It is more than just
a political appointment. To
me, & Is a triumph of ideo-
logical boyalty over expedien-
<y, of consistent service over
opportunistic maneuvering.
Ina political climate where
party affiliations hifi Ester
than breaking news ticken,
and ideological loyalty b
treated as an inconven ience,
this development feels like a
powerful counter-narrative,
Rao's rise is not sudden, ltisa
result of over four decades of
unwavering commitment io
the same ideclogical frame-
work, to the same party, and
1o the same larger purpose.

Four decades of consistent
commitment:

I have known him for over
12 years, not just as a party
colleague but as someone
I have had the privilege 10
work with closely, especially
during our time as 3
persons for BIP Telangana.
While he was senior and 1
was new 1o the role, we col-
laborated on many party
assignments, media cam-
paigns, crisis communica-
tions, press conferences, stra-
tegle outreach efforts, and |
always admired his clarity,
composure, and deep-rooted
ideological conviction. He
is not a man of noise, but
of substance. And in a po-
litical age addicted 1o instant
gratification, his trajectory
reminds us that meankngful
:Ieadmhlp s ot asp m1 bust

tive Council, and now as the
State President, his climb has
been both principled and pa-
tient. He did not hop across
parties  when  times  were
tough. He did not rebel when
the tides were not in his fa-
vour. He stayed, served, and
strengihened the party when
there was little visibility and
oven lesser rewand. He be-
lieved in the ideology, in the
organization, and in the vi-
sion of a stronger India led
by principled politics,
Ideology is not a costume:
In contemporary politics,
ideology has become a fash-
lon staternent, worn one day,
discarded the next. It has
become something leaders
wear on stage and take off
In the green room. Bul for
these of us who take public
life seriously, ideology is not
acostume, it is our character.

A stromg ideological foun-
dation i nol meant 1o re
strict, but to refine. It helps
leaders make decisions that
are consistent, communities
feel represented, and policies
remain rooted in purpose.
That is why parties like BJP
are not just electoral vehicls,
they are ideclogical misshons.
And baders like Ramehan-
der Rao are its long-distance
TS,

The great political betray-
al-Party-hopping

as a culbure:

Let us talk about the rot,

We are now living in an
era of political restlesaess,
Leaders  jump  from  one
party to another like chang-
ing outfis for an evening
function. One day, they are
condemning a party’s ideol-
oy, and the next, they are its
star campaigners. They have
mastered the art of deologi-
cal amnesia,  convenlently
forgetting what they stood

ingt, 1o now claim what

ey never believed in

It has become commeon-
place 1o see people jump
from ome extreme of the
political spectrum 1o the
other. Even from extreme
Left to extreme Right. From
m;ﬂaﬁwclall.ﬂ fhennrlc ]

along,

Ftao began his pohnca] life
as a spirited stadent Jeader
with the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
in Osmania University cam-
pus. In the wrbulert politi-
cal environment of student
activism in the 19805, idea-
logical clarity was not a con-
venbence, it was a conviction.
And he held onto it like a
torch in the dark.

From those early days 1o
holding responsibilities as
the official spokesperson of
the BJP, State General Secre-
tary, Member of the Legisla-

ALK through  any

trendy suburby and you
might find a new “welness™
studio offering fce baths or
“contrast therapy” (a sauna
and ice bath comba). Scroll
socal media, and you're like-
Iy to come across influencers
preaching the cold plunge
gospd with cult-like zeal. Tee
braths have gone mainstream.
Initially practised  mainly
among  high-performance
athletes, cold water immer-
sion is now a booming busi-
ness modek sold as recovery,
discipline and therapy all in
one.

in a matter of weeks. Thc}
swing across ileologies like
itis all part of some harmless
political game. But it is not.
It is an insult 1o the elector-
ate, a modkery of democracy,
and a brutal erosion of trust
in public life.

Let me be clear, party-
switching Is not illegal, nos
is it unconstitutional  But
it is ethically troubling and
democratically  corrosive.
People ebect representatives
based on what they say they
stand for. If that representa-
tion is betrayed for personal

Ithas become commonplace to see people
jump from one extreme of the political
spectrum to the other. Even from extreme
Left to extreme Right. From secular-socialist
rhetoric to nationalistic spiritualism, allina
matter of weeks, They swing across ideologies
like it is all part of some hammless political
game. But itis not. Itis an insultto the
electorate, a mockery of democracy, and a
brutal erosion of trust in public life.

advancement, the very foun-
dation of democracy begins
o crack.

‘When newcomers claim
senbority:

What is even mare disturb.
ing ks that many of these
party-hoppers come in with
high demands. They do not
enter with humility. They
enter with a sense of entitle-
ment. They want top leader-
ship mles, ticket assurances,
and strategic wisbility at
evenis on stage. In conirast,
those who have spent dec-
ades in the trenches of party
work are often asked to wait,
o watch and adjust.

This creates not just inter-
nal imbalance but ideologi-
cal dilution. B undermines
the vahue of loyahy. It tells
young political aspirants that
vou do not need 1o commit
long-term, you just need 10
switch at the right moment
1o get ahead.

And let us not pretend this
is a one-off issue. This trend
is widespread across parties,
However, as a senlor mem-
ber of BJP Telangana, 1 find
it more important than ever
o raise a red flag within my
oW ccosysien Because we
must hold oursehes 10 a
higher standand. BIP & not
just a political party, we are
a mWvement, we ans a party
with a difference. And move-
ments are sustained not by
influx, but by integrity.

My own journcy- Loyalty
without expectation:

[ speak not pust as an observ-
e, but as a parti in this

BIP mot for comvenience, but
for conviction to s keology.
I have spoken on thousands
of media platforms region-
ally and nationally, worked at
the ground leve during elec-
tions, during crises, and rep-
resented the party with pride.
But unforturatdy, many feel
sidelined when they see only
those who have switched
from other parties walking
into high tables.

It is disillusioning. It sends
a disheartening signal to
the yowth who look up 10
us, hoping that loyaly and
long-term service still mean
something. It creates confu-
skon about what politics truly
rewands, loyalty or keverage?

Rao's clevation- A beacon
of hope:

And that is why at this mo-
ment, Ramchander Rao's el-
evation is so important,

It vells us that ideclogical
loyalty is not dead. That the
party still recognizes those
‘who have walked with it, not
just those who arrive when
the weather is good. That
substance still matters. That
the bong road cne has taken,
ihe prime years of youth one
s spent in contrbution 1o
the party, is not a wasted one.

1 commend the national
and state leadership of BJP
for this bold and correct
choice. Among several wor-
thy ders, they chose a

journey.

I have served BIP for
oner tiehve years as its chief
spokesperson in Telungana.

changing leader-
dalpqLS:lhr'lm pﬁhﬁal oqua-
tioms, amd imtense public
srutiey, [ have remained in
the same role, Many have
asked me why? Why not ask
for something bigger? Why
noi negotiate for a more
powerful post? Why not
Jump 1o a party that offers
me more?

Believe me, T have had
many such invitations. Roles
in State Government. Higher
party positions in other po-
litical parties, Mare visibility,
more comfort, more respon-
sibilithes, more growth, more
opportunity. However, [ did
nod flinch for a minute o re-
ject these offers,

I stayed, Not because 1 lack
ambition, competence, but
because | vahie allegiance.
[ believe in the BIPSs idecl-
oy, deeply, emotionally, and
intellectually. I did not join
this party to climb a ladder.
[ joined to help rebuild a na-

And T know [ am not
alone, There are thousands
like me across the state and
this country. Compeent,
highly educated and passion-
ate individuals, who chose

man who did not just work
for the party, he embodied
the party. It shows that in BIP,
eventually, commitment gets
its due. Even if it takes 3
oven if it takes patience, it
does arrive.

And lat this appointment
also be a signal 1o the silert
magority within the party,
those working quietly, tire-
lessly, thamklessly, You ane
Ieing watched. You are beimg
vahued. Your time will come.

A word 1o lhc)uulh Ideol-
oy is still wort!
T every young Indnn who

dreams of entering public
life, here is my sincere ad-
vice, do not trade long-term
credibility for  short-term
advantages. Politics is not a
Job switch. It is alife commit-
ment, Join a party only if you
Ielieve in its principles. Stay
it becase it is casy, but be.
cause it is right.

The new culture of open
houses, where every pamy
accepls anyome, regard
of past contradictions, might
seem welcoming. But it also
weakens our democracy if
there are no ideological fl-
ters. Politics without ideal-
ogy is power without actual
purpose.

17 we want 1o create lead-
ers with character, we must

Ice baths are potential health risks

But the benefits are ques-
tionable and, importanidy, ice
baths can have health risks -
particularly for people who
have lmiied experience us-
ing them.

Cold water immersion isn't
a new concept. The “frigidar-
ium® - a mom with a cold
plunge pool or bath - was a
feature in most Roman bath-
houses. For decades. athbetes
have used cold water immer-
sion, such as swims in cold
water, for recovery. But in

recent years, with the prolif-
eration of commercial eold
plunge centres, theres been
an explosion in people us-
ing lce baths recreationally.
Many people are even set
ting up ther own ice baths
at home. Social media shows
serene influencers mediating
through the pain, daiming it
boosts mental health, sero-
tonin, testoste rone, and their
mietabolism. But does the evi-
dence stack up?

T baths can reduce mus-

cle soremess afier intense
training. However, the effect
is modest and short-lived.
Some research shows cold
waler immersion can improve
maod after a single exposure
in young, healthy people, but
other research doesn’l find
these benefits, Most claims
about mental health, testos-
terone and weight loss aren't
backed by strong evidence.
Rather, they're anccdotal and
amplified by influencers.
Businesses  offering  ice

baths dont always actively
supervise patrons or monitor
a persors time in the ice bath.
They may leave their custom-
ers bo sell-regulate, assuming
people will know to get out
of the water before they pass
their body's limits. What ase
the risks?

Cold  water  immersion
iriggers a powerful physi-
ological response.  Gasping
occurs and  breathing  be-
comes mapid and uncontrol-
lable. Heart rate spikes. Blood

create political pourneys that
reward comviction, Let us not
normalize disloyalty. Let us
not glorify the an of switch-
ing sides. Let ws. instead,
uphold the power of siaying
roated,

Politics of integrity:
Au this juncture, we must re-
flect on the kind of politics
we want for our nation. The
integrity of politics directly
influences the integrity of the
nation. If we continue to al-
low opportunists, criminals,
and power-seekers 1o define
political discourse, we risk
hollowing out our democ-
racy.

It is the responsibility of
every political party, includ-

doublespeak, thereby leiting it out all in the fire that it invariably causes. One has  parties that it will be an equal tenure rule  past experiences, Bengaluru may quiver dare to repeat such acts again.
the open. With south India still refusing read a host of loaded statements, directly  for the principal players. and shake for a while, but this too shall KV Raghuram, Wayanad
to be ‘Modified to the extent the saffron and indirectly, made by the leaders them- Invariably, betrayal and oppertunistic  pass. Or fail. depending on which lobby
headguarters wants in New Delhi and selves and the ubiquitous AICC heads, who  switch of partners to stay on and make  you want in power. Pllh]il']}' humiliate all
law-breaking leaders

Po]itl.(ians displaying a troubling disregard for consti-
tutional norms and democratic principles is not only
condemnable but is also indicative of a larger political
comspiracy due to its inability 1o reconcile with failures.
Recently, the way MNS members are resorting to violence
in the name of linguistic pride in an increasingly polarised
and identity-driven political climate is deplorable. Simi-
larly, politicians taking law into their lands at the drop of
a hat and going on a rampage on a false notion is dan-
gerous, It is time to draw a line and unequivocally warn
people triggering mob frenzy. Strict action should include
arrests, fast-track trials and publicly damning the perpe-
trators. The courts, police and civil society must unite in
ensuring this docs not spiral inte another round of vio-
lensce. Only then, can hate violence and mob violence on
one pretext or the other can be put to an end

K B Srimvasm, Secunderabad-3

Mandate semi-circular
layout of classrooms
T is commendable dll some schooks in Keraba have
given up the tracliti based seating
it H«!urola S cuwlar hynu: in clamms msp-ml
by Vinesh \
Sreekuttan. The film pnmy! school life Ln a rural set-
ting in Kerala, The time has indeed come to actualise the
idea of semi-circular configuration of dassreoms to foster

g, ours, to create space for iendship and fdlowshi) 1g students. This §
young. pwpk P dap woukd d gest the ol create a more
iomali 1 hy inrmbcm:lm and learning and en-
:md individuals with strong able schocls 1o do without pigeonholing students as 'front-
ical  leanings benchers, ‘middle benchers’ and ‘backbenchers’ and stu-

have mo criminal or cormupt
background. These are the
people who can elevate pub-
lic Bfe. These are the people
who must be encouraged,
mentored, and empowered,

Palitics should not be the
last resort for the unemphoy-
able. It must be a first career
chaice for the able, the edi-
cated, the cthical, the patri-
otic and the inspined. This
transformation is not only
necessary, but also urgent,
Because the quality of a na-
tioals politics is the truest
indicator of its national char-
acter. And we must not let it
Eall into mediocrity.

Closing thoughts- The real
sendority:

Ramchander Rao did not
demand seniority, he earned
it. Fe diid not threaten to exit
o gain attention. He chose o
stay even when it was not re-
warding. That is what makes
this elevation beatiful. Tt is
poetic justice in an era that
often forgets to reward in-
tegrity.

To my senior colleague
Ramchander Rao, 1 extend
my hearty congratulations.
May your tenure inspire a
new generation of keaders
who do not just seck pos-
tions but pursue principhes
and stay rooted in the ideol-
ogy of the pasty.

Let us show that koyahy is
not a weakness. That comvic-
tion is the real currency of
politics.

This. to me, is the real tri-
umiph. The triumph of ideo-
logical loyvalty.

(The uthor is the cicf
spokesperson of BIR Chair-
man  for  Nation  Building
Foundation, a gobal expert in
Envotional Intelligence and a
Harvarrd Business School cer-
tified Stridegist)

pressure rises. Maying in the
water for too long can lead
to hypothermia, a condition
where a person’s core body
temperature  drops danger-
ously bow, Shivering may be-
gin within minutes in cold
waker,

As far back as 1969, re-
searchers found even experic
enced swimmers could strug-
e after just a few minutes in
cold watee. Recently one of us
(Sam Corndl) had 1o provide
first aid at an ice bath venoe
In Sydney. A young man col-
lapsed after staying in an ie
bath far ten minutes,

Mu to imbibe the spirit nEequd:y and mpumhlp
derie and value omipes
lhlon. Further, it would do away with getting seats depend-
ingg on height or supposed brilliance or based on names in
alphabetical onder. In the new classroom configuration, all
students get the teacher’s attention in equal measure and
o student feels neglected. From now anwards, the govern-
ments and private school managements would do well 1o
design and build new schools, keeping in mind creation of
enough space for the semi-circular liyout of classrooms,
G. Davidd Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

Identify Nipah cases on urgent basis

PAﬂENTS recovering from Nipah infection, which has
become endemic in north Kerala, have been disease-
free and without post-infection sequelac thus far. Howev-
er, two persons continue to be bed-bound in a vegetative
state, as an aflermath of Nipah encephalitis. This has east
a gloom on Nipah survivors and is worrying healthcare
providers. The unfavourable long-term effect of the infec-
tion renders the identification of the source of the dreaded
viral infection even more crucial.

Dr. George Jacol, Kochi

No way to treat history-making
women cricketers
MNDIAS wom en's cricket team has just made history by
winning their first T20 series in England. Alas, what has
been the nation’s reaction? A passing cheer. Had it been
the men's team, headlines would scream the achievement
and there would be celebrations on the streets, Why niust
women work twice as hard for half the recognition? This
win isnll just about cricket—its about respect, equal 2y, and
breaking old patterns. The question is: will sponsars and
fans now stand bcld.ml them —or simply scroll past? If vic-
tory abroad doesnt earn lasth tat home, what will?
[f[g not just clap today. Let’s commit to change. Because
real progress isnit in trophies—its in the way we valse them.
FHasmain Rabbani, Mumbai

thehansreader@gmail.com
(&) BENGALURU ONLIN
BBMPto spend Rs 2.88 crore on
stray dog feeding projoect

BENGALURU: In a first-of-its-kind move, the government,
which has long supported the Indinm Canteen initiative to
feed the urban poor, s now extending s compassion to
Bengaluru's stray dog population. The Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP) has announced a new project to
provide nutritious meaks to stray dogs across its 8 zones and
has floated a tender worth Rs 2,88 crore.

BEMP Special Commissioner Vikas Kishore Suralkar
stated that the initiative aims 1o reduce stray dog attacks,
expecially on children, by ensuring that the animals are well-
ferl. He added that pilot programs conducted in a few wards
have shown promising results. In these test runs, meals were
provided to around 100 dogs over a period of 2-3 months,
helping curb aggressive behavioue.

The BEMP plans to serve calorie-rich meals such as egg
rice and chicken rice 1o stray dogs. These meaks will be dis-
tributed in collaboration with bocal restaurants and food
providers,

According to the tender notice issued via the Kamnataka
Public Procurement Portal, Is are being invited to
provide cooked food 1o stray dogs across all 3 BEMP zones.

~ Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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To EQCAPE HIGH TARIFFY,
LET OUR, COUNTRY NOMINATE HIM

Politicians must mind
language & behaviour

Tamil Nadu politician, who was a senior minister in the Stalin
Cabinet, delivered sesual innuendos freely in a hate speech
against wut::\en D&thefltl\xi\.lle and Val!hﬂ::v ted.eaaommatlnniss A
legislator from the rulin spouted misogynistic
comments on a woman leader u(t‘hge Opposition BID sp:;went on to elabo-
rate as she hit back. An MLA of the Shiv Sena, an alliance partner in
Maharashtra, slapped a canteen staff at the MLA hostel because he was
served stale food.
Thesa are just three examples of the kind of crass behaviour that lowers

Egcllical civility in various states. That po]itlcixn! may feel so emboldened

ause they are members

of the ruling or combine is clear. The

question is w‘hn is to rein them in. Of course, the Tamil Nadu minister lost

hl! job, but the point thal
wtu rative 5
agamat

t the high court, in taking suo motu notice of his
h on women and sex, noted was that all 124 complaints
im to the police were clos

% 5 scathing attack on the Jmpunlw with which politicians are
hr].ng'mg eir profession, avocation or avowedly hmnrary public !ervice
into disrepute can help only if political leaders uccupym.g the highest

tion in the party and/or government pulls e

The police cannot
T sen acting as mﬂmﬁnwﬁrs.’rt%:,,f‘a;“mpmf’:: o9 LETTERS
Judge and Jury and bt e et i botneas am S l'ace 0 el'S WAKE-UP CALL

civility and abuse of freedom of speech are dis-

complaints as it did ciplincd by the party first. FOR MIGRATION
in all the 124 FIRS  The point is the moment & politician sees a
filed against the microphone he feels obliged to shoot his mouth o
then Tamil Nadu 9if. This foot-inthe-mouth disease eriggered by The case of Nimisha
minister. ItIs up to |5 Froorer o politicians ino trouble, with Priya, on death row in

some even losing their posil of power or, in

ties grow richer and more

Yemen, underlines a

on these matters. rare cases, tl careers, While acrimony can paranoid, erecting social- & i - iiw
lead to politicians taking extreme positln“l’\s on media fortresses instesd of  QFiM reality: Indian citi-
issues, what they tend to lose sight of in India is it is possible to say these F‘L]Ch Ira t UFJtE[ dmr—m—dwr relationships.  zens attracted by over-
things without abandoni MANNErs. e demperacy!™

What the judge said is most
lfc]s?\i think that

ing, “Poli

rtinent as he hit the nail on the head say-
om speech under Article 19 is an

absolute right. And the; think «only the sky is the limit.* Whatever is said

might not satisfy all a

the netas can do is keep wnhm

s of the country's 148 crore 1!%9 . The least
the boundaries of decency. But the record

'hutnwuulll.omwhnhsw
mever tasted if, the slogan
mu,'sho]lnw b Bl
mocracy must be
'heﬁmeitem\bede&nﬂed

seas opportunities
often face dire legal
and humanitarian risks.
While diplomatic

suggests that many of them are hardly the type who can hide their male Mamsdani offers a case study .

chauvinism. first shared dinner  Our cities too are fractured  gan mprovise on the 11 fighting autharitarzanism efforts continue to save
The police cannot be seen acting as judge and jury and dismiss the com- with Zohran Mamdani  — by caste, m:ﬂnm and mat with slogans, bug her, this episode

plamt! as it did in all the 124 F‘IR! ﬂl.ed against the then Tamil Nadu min- in2M8 Hewas tutoring  class. Mamdani shows that stoop. by making democracy irre- '

1ster. It is up to the courts to decide on these matters, particularly -
ing hate speeches that may cause disaffection anw? communities, but the

cases barely reach them as complaints are dispose
rent that

ltl!allima

of by the lelce
iticians in power use the system to escape

kids to pay rent. coun-
1limg tenants.
squeezed by predatory band-
lords, and rapping at open-

isgues woven into daily life
win l&ﬂ }[e_bnl;aﬁgemno
racy feel tangible, like some-
ﬂdgisnuwu]dholdin Four

rithmie targeting. No flashy
consultants, no poll-tested

sistibde in daily life. By lis-
fening, organising, ami

Tedistr bul.m% pawer —
symbaols shows 1|.ow

demands urgent scruti-
ny of recruitment agen-
cies and their

mistake t.hmkjngthelrgl.ﬁ of thegah comes with eter- mics after midnight. Hes- slogans. Many never  fear can be met with collec- -
nxl wud.om Even those who raise their hand against omd.lnxr people ween hites, he said if ordi- What struck me in 2009 canvassed  before. % e joy. uncheck_ed operations.
snmehuw manage to get out of trouble. The record s tself in over nary people were trusted  was haw litthe he resembled  followed him as he wasn' I have seen the effect. Many fail to educate
0 cases of hate )Ereechdellmdom physical mishel lnurgol.ng without and organised, could  the archetype of “the lea- astar, Queans tenants who once it bout h "
belugdee]t with firmly by party, government, police or courts. transform New York City. Zohran was 27, passion-  Social media didn't win it;  dreaded ICE now knock nn recruits abou ! arsh
Six years later, the Sipear-  ate, and wrestling with the it amplified & ground game  strangers' doors to explai legal systems like
son of Ugandandndian  same uncertainties many rooted in facetoface rela- rent stabilisation an%él ¥i 's Sharia |
immigrants is the young people face — rent,  tionships Inan ageobsessed  grandmothers debate chi emen’s sharia law,

Demperatic naminee for

employment, identity. et he
didn't perform pelitics; he

with likes and clicks, Mamd-

ware ratios with Colombian

employer impunity, or

] d i r. His rise s that ani's rise reminds us that  haristas. A young Sikh wol
. wasn |, : tells lack of legal recourse.
Betting apps: Refine definition EUCIISLA ML Hh DI S EMVIR lack of legalrecour

I write as.a New Yorker, an

ed doors,
by earning a living — rooted,
reachah]

Critics warned donors

India must hold such

Enforcement Directorate’s action against 24 film ceebrities and influ-
encers for promoting banned betting ap&:g has once again highlighted lax NYU professar, and a 8- le, real. would flee. Yet even many  costs subway rides.
ethics arpund celehrity endorsements in India. According to an estimate, 34 Indian suthor whose books  He lissened move than he  wealthy  New  Yarkers  None of that was orches- agencies accountable
awwelnd.l:msp bets on cricket matches, cumulatively betting over S00 million begin in India and end in scribbling notes on  backed him becanse his cri-  trated from a stage, it undold-
an each gam Bueens. Glueens is the most Qﬁ'husmdhru,'!rlﬂgm tigue ran along class lines ingroom rugs and ensure pre-cdepar-

Pmmh\entamls and digital

large sum

ities have r 5 of
money i pramate platiorms, w Jchmrmw being cf}xuhmglnlmheshm

financial ruin, even triggering suicides. Though the ED's charge against

stnops to ask tenants what
Inwtmgmupatmyat'l‘lme
ible, horizontal conver-

without caricaturing “the
rich”. Charts showed how a
thin tax tweak could fund

el across Livings

and hallway lights where
turmeric  mingles  with
strang coffee. Mamdani did-

ture legal briefings are
mandatory. A tragedy

lnmbeﬂmlml ]aunﬂerlng their erime is far graver and reflects how low the har you can e five culsines satums. sametimes in halt-  universal afterschool care.  n't ask Queens w transcend  |jlee Nimisha's should
has fallen brity respansibility. inas Yetbehind  ing Hindi, Urdu, Bangla or  Equally instractive was tity; he asked it to trans- .

Artors :md. imfluencers command enarmous trust their fans, and their that abundance lurk evic-  Spanish, became the cam- his choice to stay inside the  late identity into commson not recur due to igno-
word becomes currency far them. When they use this trust to promote tian notices, hate crimes, paign. There was nospecta- Demccratic Party. It is  cause. Queens hasn't elected rance or poor regulato-
addictive apps or fake projects, d\edmmﬁemulu lies. and subway delays that eat  cle, just steady relationship-  tempting to bolt for the puri- & new political machine; it .

The celebrities must, therefore, perform due d Mgdmeenﬂnnh}gmy pro- whnlehega; cheques. [ have  building. ty of H!m‘]-psrtf banners, has assembled a choir that ry oversight.

Jject. However, in pursuit of financial gain, they allowed the lines between com- watrhed neighbours retreat The w!raunn was hori- Mamdani chose slower,  can impravise on the stoop. Gopalaswamy J
mercial endorsement and public o blur, which resulted in ind mosgque walls or  zondal by design. Lon bdbm messier Toute of internal I8 power lies not in spects-
their being subjectad to the ED's scrutiny. whisper across caste lines in ~ aglossy flyer a — rankandfile  cle but in repetition — the Chennai
Another side to the promotion of dkﬁnbetm)gﬂspe is the unclear legal Lan ﬁumz queues. That is the of micro- meetlng membership drives, plat- m!l stubborn insistence
scape. The law distinguishes between an chance and that \lh)ch ew York Mamdani was  hmitted stramgers foem fights at 11 pm — and bours deserve one
kill However, the line b ‘based betting and skill-hased bet- born in — vibeant, yes, but  rewoven the sockal bfm: bent the machine until it s attention and care.
mﬂg] y hard to maintain. anxipus, and transformed apathy intd  vominated him. The Iesson He reminded imi ts
this icle, several hettmﬁs.pp makers market betting as a skill-based unaffordable. agency. Some volunteers  for reformers, in India or why they came: not just m TRA“E w‘ns
ami enlist endorsements by cel ties to promode it to the wider public. For Yet he refused to polarise.  were taxi drivers who draft-  anywhere: baring procedur- ;e
etample cricket betting apps could justify their activity as the punter assesses the He had multiple jobs, lived  ed poems between shifts; oth-  al stamina often beats spec- 'bu:] samething that L‘slllu! The trade wars unleashed by US
situation based an performances, statistics and form. in streets where neighbours  ers were retived murses who  tacular exits. be built alone. Inspiration,  President Donald Trump are far

past
chriy e g ion f b,
nition marcati
EFsthd make it cl.e:rc' s

through agencies like ED, the government naust
=y hmmd.s;’:‘; between skill
te celebrities that influence must come with

awwlmblllw 1If their pndorsement causes loas to the pablic, they must pay up.

Dmcean CHrosii

. SUBSIAKAR

uﬂmul.l an fear; i's built
an

Mamd’gllliﬁdu!]huhyb\im
and secular by tempera-
ment, mm armm

never voted in a pmuary
The means were the
Out  of that pmeess
three dignity guar-

antees: childeare that does-
't hankrupt families; a com-
mute that doesn't devour
wages or time good gro-

Now comes November.
Eric Adams, rebranding as
an Jmhpendmt ﬂe{mder od
“law and order,”

waters, and Curtis Sliwa
stalks Fox News !tudjos

L{d)atcm\l\appen:na bu
augh where 138 lanpuages
jostle for airtinee, it can
pen In India's cacophony.

from over, with him recently
announcing new tariffs ranging
from 25 to 40 percent on 14 nat
which include his traditional allies
Japan  and  South  Horea.
Considering the

game of tariff announcements and
withdrawals by the Trump admin-

i Printer & Publisbs arm. with ceries in state stores and  warning af ‘| cles, wolunteer sprea istration, countries negotiating
. Jewish sive ﬁum housing that feels like shel-  hem". Wall Street gupe( late-night dosa dinners —  bilateral trade deals, especially

S oy otz Nl BT Brooklyn. He condemned halmmt shackles. To pay for m&mmslrg‘au these are g:aymaf ﬁ'&b those that are heavily export-
o e 1 » Israeli bambardments of it he proposed amndal two- ter tise them daily and_ as @ reliant, are seriously concerned.
%vs e P, Iishastetal Esta, Gy, Chinosd 6000132, Pliones: [IM4) 22254730, Gazs and Narendrs Modfs  per cent Jevy an fartunes onians in Jarkson Helghts,  eens did, we may diseo e Tar e Trdia 1o oonceened. It is
ad, G0, Colany Peal, Vilkgs, persecution  of Muslims,  over 550 million andaligning  Victory is nat assured. But els  downright  close to clinching a trade deal with

mmmue mnzz Phisis: mﬂazzmsr 23156
Hiyileraband: Faal, 5 bl 500

while inviting Jewish and

corporate taxes with Mew

what cannot be erased is the

ardmary.
And in this Eﬂmuned

the US. India could consider forg-

ey 36, Samjini Devi (03 Phoess: T4 ZPEN3E00-4. Fasc {40 Hindu valunteers to canvas — Jersey. durable network of block ing multiple trading alliances
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Nelare: oy o 217, Borsapur VWi, Vilnchlm (), Chamushgomi Fanchays Nl argue and wer alg(malmmmm]umlcke]yd dﬂgmaﬂm"; ﬂhhw Sﬁ"?mm;ﬂ:: Ty,

¥ still cooperate. ied on nei) ur] eens families ar Mail your letters to
Karimnagar. £ o, 1-21-121, Chsalliusks Ron, Moo Vil Kaon Nagse - 55186 nclin Pe"] M pay sttention.  trust, not paid ads or sl to ﬂﬁpaﬁbﬂﬂ ndian par ‘and a professor nh\% n‘mnnaﬂdesk[n‘.d:tm iLeam

Kamal Davar

o(mewnrld'smlpolmml]ymmgmtn
w% in April 1847, just months before

in the formation of the Non-Aligned Movement.
However, the idea rar_lm:l in

nfmymm] cm%

eopolitical churnings, in frequent mea-  ensconced in the Chinese camp, deriving financial — observer status to the TN, Emn]:eanUulntLUS at Cl but excluded India. China's Balt and
sure, are not commonplace.  and military benefits, other dales, from  and China for enhancing its economic Tinad Inftiative is another step aimed at perpetu-
Pl el i ) 1 rse R fos (s e chr i s ey bt iy e ek “‘ph“m‘i.il‘m“ Al e 1 o i i
countries try to it uww ves 10 SErieuS r- 58
al]immwﬂfrhndhmnnmmnn‘?mem er, endeavoured for global peace m!mhhml‘ﬂi itly, m
gic environment to their benefit. South Asia, one ﬂﬂu!betwemde\-elnpd.nguuﬂm&whldlmll(ai Saarc’s key activities remain temporarily on hold. h\ﬂmpﬂa{&wmﬂuﬂ:!]ﬂs

been under great stress, espi after U8
Presidm;ngf::ld Trump assumed office in

South Asia was first offi Pahalgam massacre in A)
hdepadsm?andhhwﬂmh]Neluumduﬂ President of Bangladesh in 1980, Gen. P.in- in flux after the August 3024 luwedby India’s Operation Sindoor the
ed the Asian Relations Canference in New Delhi.  Rahman. This led to the formation of the South PM Sheikh Hasina and the  month. China's in the

To check Chinese

After Independence, India reached out to its small-
ar neigh]nur! time and again to assist them in
mxnagemem soft

ial prants, madical

r:il.in'e!. m‘reil‘!puwer

Asian Association for
(’Sanﬂ.‘] ‘which was establi
in Dhaka with the mission of pmmnthg
ngwnal integration and econamic development
in South Asia_ The organisation’s secretariat was

lsual Cmpersdun

mischief, let India

take the lead in
revival of Saarc

the People's i
agamhhelhem

pn]].desmbmllmhl
endeavours and infl

Fordecades, China has %onemh:nwswm
8 and curtal

anspart and favoursble trade procedures.
However, India’s Ewﬂihl northern. neighbour,
I:(fl:hlﬂﬂ. pm\-'ed time and
hial elephant in the room.

s

Unfortunately, ddsluh\dsa(ofchmammm

is paradaoxical that ﬂrnmvydemdes.

this ds'k
United States has been
own protege. Pakistan,

China, its own

oo o —+

has beem

based in Ne]:al.llsm n member
states were Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
M

nomic cooperation. A special
.‘kmdﬁunsms]mm:ﬂxhd.&mnﬁumw
chievementz was the launching of the South
A!hnh!e’l‘ra‘leﬁmnmmmnigmulh:g:l

hlshl:r mﬂg‘}h HNobel Laureate Mlﬂmumad
‘unus as 's caretaker head both

Pskjs\‘.nnhwesemedan m-pand
their joint footprint in South Asia. Some media
mﬂ indicate that both these natioms are now

horating on a new regional alliance as a
patent] acement for Saare. After the recent
Mr Yunus, the latter,

has fts task cut out to ensure that China doesn't

ing other South Asian nations into

tmmnq':nd the now-moribund Sazre cons-
elevant.

mhnm — Afghanistan,

Eﬁwﬂ'.ho{her]lhe—mtlﬂed
mnSrIIxnkn.NepaJ
ﬂwmhlmmmnm:ﬂ ﬂw sh
India must earnestly strive to revive the shugg
Saare for the region's benefit. Bangladesh can be
discreetly warned to stay away from the Chinese

ar face additional economic blockades from
the Idian side.

The writer.  refired lientenant-general, was the
head. Iﬂdh‘smnm’fmﬂﬂgm
il ik
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Moving at pace

PPF projects are finally giving a boost to logistics
infra; plugging a few gaps is necessary

SHAKE-UPOF global trade and financial systems is underway,
with the supply chains of goods and services too undergoing a
concomitant restructuring. The unprecedented scale of this
reorganisation of transactional commerce is caused not only
by geopaolitical fracturing, and a strong wave of protectionism, but is also
driven by the rapid expansion of e-commerce, as well as digitisation of
cargo movement and logistics systems, Whether India would gain from
this churning or be left hlgh and dryyet again wllld.epend an hw effi-
clentand fast it could cut economiccosts. lstruc-
tural changes of the economy are needed, and there's scepticism about
the pace at which these are being undertaken, what's inspiring confidence
is the major headway being made on the logistics front. That public-pri-
vate-partnership (PPP) projects have really taken off in assorted areas of
lugisticsinfmtmctumis enmumging.

Tt plantobuild 2004Gati Shakti
cargo Lermmals’in the PPE mode, along the rail freight corridors that have
just been upand running, Each of this terminal would cost 3 70-100 crore,
and once they are on stream, cargo-handling capacity by the country's rail
network would rise many times over, potentially reducing freight cost. A
plan is also afoot to build modern grain warehouses via the PPPmode, The
combined capacity of wheat silos is projected to Lrip]e tu 9 million tonne
{MT}inlhenexHhrEey f-the-art ritical to

s Stat

Opinion

HEN IT COMES to

artificial intelligence

(AI) adoption in the

financial services

(banking, financial

services and insurance) sector, Indiaranks
as a global leader. According to some
recent surv Ermph&dﬂms,me
have heen

ancient

@ BUILDING THE INDIA BRAND
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

Indlian industry must new expand its global
presence—not just in markets, but in ideas,
standards, and solutions. Let us build 'Brand India’
on four pillars—quality, trust, innovation, and

madern rel @

® FUTURE OF FINANCE
A STRUCTURED APPROACH IS IMPORTANT TO MAKE Al ADOPTION IN BFSI DEEPER AND WIDER

Al road map for financial services

ASHYIN PAREKH

Managing partnes, Ashwin Farekh Advisory
Services LLP

than 30, I
trying toor plan to maximise value from
ALFintechs, hanking,and software sectors

company. Some of the pitfalls and risk

solvency and financial performance, OF
the total number of use cases mpmmd by

dence on data sclence teams who are
responsible for data ethics, bias reliabil-
ity, and authenticity and faieness, In this
approach, firms tend to use in-house
databases which are for internal con-

T rather than for nd
distribution partmers.
Thelast keyingredient tosound gov-

ernance for adoption of Al s the firm's
assessment of their own or third-party
models. The aspects in the governance
framework whlch are assened Include

business need,

and 16%as

Im India are at the forefront of this, lever- T 1

aging Al for tasks such as customer inter- arealso discussad, pondent firms, 62%

(i g creditrisk Tohelp BFSIfir lusecases 2 2% di

I d | efficiencies,andauto- and drive wider and deeper adoption,a high. Low and medium materiality use
math d fraud detection. Th could follow these structured €asEs were most comman in

of dl,g:tal s mpuonally hlgh and Indla

steps. The first ceitical step would be to

ate a particular type of model s ta the
business objectives. In the case of Indian
BFSI firms some of

and information nedmnlugy(l‘l"] whereas

align with business obj,

high WERE COrmman

growth, risk red

insurance,

1B 700
compared to a global a\lerage of 64,
Ahthlﬁ%afmewnrldshanklnng@tal

cut the economic costs of grains stocked and handl.ed in the pub]lc sector,
and havea positive fiscal spin-off. India’ } Justr

nessing pragmatic, fast-paced shift to tier lland - Allcities, Such cities already
have acquired a 200 share in the warehousing stock. In parallel, the FM
Kisan Sampada Yojana is playing a role to build efficient supply chain man-
agement from farm gate to the retail outlet.

Moreover, with demgulatiun of port tariffs and slashing of rentals by
state- uwnnr] ‘major” ports, PPP pmre:L-. have plrugnessed in the sector,
i 2 -llnl.unsyealhn .The
recentl AVizghinjam tr hi FL‘JII in Kerala isa PPP
vEnturemaquuldhelpmduDelndiasuuv}u [ i
Dubai,and Colombo ports,asit is naLuraIJymnduclve forberthing mather
vessels. The proposed Vadt offshore port in Mal I
ing tobe alarge all-weather deep-draft facility, and the Galathea bay port
in the Great Nicobar lsland is another mega project in the offing,

‘While all this is kosher, and would help reduce the country's still-high
logistic costs further, an area that needs focused attention of policy-mak-
ers is domestic ship-building. About 95% of the country's inLernatlunaI
cargoisstill transported on foreign shi Athisca
flows to the tuneof S80billion, ifnot }dgher Vessels flying the Indian ﬂag
should be carryingat least a third of the country's export-import cargo, up
from a barely 8% now, India owns a mere 1,20% of the ships operational
globally,a far cry from nearly 13% by China, and hardly 0.8% of the ships
registered globally carry Indian flaga Also, L'hemnnectmlyuf roadand rail
network to the ports needs further imgp 1 ing these resid-
ual issues are essential for the fruition of the natleaI multi-modal con-
nectivity envisaged under the PM Gati Shakti initiative, and more syn-
chronised development of the country's logistics infrastructure,

eon

s promis-

Why Buldak ramen is
an $8-billion brand

WHEN IT COMES to instant noodles, there's no Korean discount. Only a
Korean premium,
Samyang Foods Co,, the manufacturer of"Buldak"ramen, has gained 93% this

t in India, reflecti

perl '\Ci!,l!w_J llowed bythe

creation of a framework for measuring
|mpact from the shortlisted use cases.

country’s strong di dati
There has been strong government

the Bank of England (BOE) |

Thisdata,when analysed in the Indian
context, could reveal either a planned
decision to adopt bow material use cases

with a view to demon-

which are built into existing processes
and some of which are Al-specific. Al-
specific tests include consideration of
methodology, data, complexity of code,
interoperability, parameter count, and
frequency of use. Complexity of data is
also a central factor, particularly where
large and multi-dimensional or multi-

backing as well as regulatory encourage- and the Financlal Conduct & haliavad Ty wins or maodel data sets are involved, One very
ment. The Reserve Bank of India [REl) has Authority in 2024, the use Itis that that i g aspect observed in firms
played a significant role in both digital as cases ranged from optimi- many firms hm a other lnfrastrul:ture wnrldwlde is the understandlns of Al
well as Al adopl]umnhanklng With the satlnnoflntemalpmcﬁs& partial und blocks | building
suppart of policymakers and Ity and fraud ofthe Al tect Ili.d data foundations, What ations, It s belleved tl\ata]argnnumber
th iom has bullt i lon and ski- il fon. The su also coubd be an adverse factor of firms have a partial understanding of
ling hubs aceoss seunml centras of uu:e]- observed that a third of all andonly afewhave  sthatthelowmateriality | the Al technalogies used and a small
lence. Nike [nclia Al Missl pondents across the near-complete use cases are more in the number have near-complete under-
Dlgltal[nd.lakhaslummsuppanhaglm- BFS1 deployed third- d i I i nd ITareas. standing, underlying a major weakness
Igenous Al models fon.This = Let us now examine | which needs to be addressed over a
logies, iurtherstmngthenllqtheeonsyg- pmpnmun of third-party the third Important period of time to strengthen governance
tern for isaccepted to be higher aspect of the framework, that of gover- and Al adoption,
Fnanclalunﬂlceg Them are guldelmes n ]ndlagEl‘S]sem ﬂlalﬂ:smﬂlegmwm nance and accountability, The BOE sur- Tomake Al adoption deeper and wid-
and regu nf...unu vey covered the range of g er, pproachisani

In areas like al |tthc nadmg,

advisory,and digital lending, The Digital

Personal Data Protection (DPDF) Act est-

ablishes comprehensive data protection

requirements for Al deployment in BFSI
icle. in the backedron ofsuch

i inculk
anda &IRL‘ number of entrepreneurial
coders and solutions developers.
Inregard tothe materialityof applica-
tions, defined by the BOE survey, quanti-

I n
excitement arcund Al examines theways
to make Al adoption in any BFSI con-
stituents deeper and wider. It i

tative size-based measures, including ex-

frameworks over a variety of appmches
unedbymspam!mtﬂm\s - The most used

factar, This needs a robust and dynamic
framework to critically examine the

trol or proc ificto

Al was to have an accountable pﬁsnn or
persans with responsibility for the AL

framework. This factor was closely fol-
lowad byth i Al

approach to migrate from low material-
ity to high impact wse cases and a gover-
nance framework making persons

rk as well as the

posure, book or market value, ber of
customers serviced or covered by the use

the essentlals and parameters to build a
robust andcrit-

Andinaddition, thereare
qu i h i

th del and its relative Imp‘am;ncew

Ical ingredients essential for a linear and
structured growth of Al application ina

ering the‘pntemlal impact on the firm's

framework based on ;)rlnc'jpleg, &uid.e -

usE Cases, Lumpanleg mugt addmu the
aspect

lines or best practices and data gover- ftheuse
nance.With regard todata cases or technologi cre-

he resy firr i thatitwa: i dgradually muvl.ngm
the key to governance, It 1s a major con- maklng businesses own the responsibil-

cern, however, that there s over-depen-

Ity foruse cases.

G7 and the doublespeak of war

AMOL AGRAWAL

The authar teaches at the Mational Institute for
Securities and Markets

In 50 years, the tables have turned on trade deficit
but the G7 economies continue to absolve
themselves of igniting conflicts

THEG‘.F MEETING in Canada last month

year, Trading at 26 times forward earnings, it boasts $8.1 billion market cap, as
much as bigger rivals Japan’s Nissin Foods nldmgs Co.and Korea's Nongshim Co,
combined. This rally has also made Chief Executive Kim Jung-Soo, who married
intoaconglomerate familyand turned around the instant-noodle company after
it declared bankruptey in the late 1990s, a rare billionaire in her own right in the
country’s male-dominated business world,

, mainly for the wrong rea-
sons, US President Donald Try did

Fast forward to now, the G7 meeting
washeldat Kmmasmtamda'd\fhmwe

just leave the meeting in the middle but
also attacked lran, pushing the world to
thebrinkof anotherworld war, The G7 was

Buldak, whl.chtranslatnsm"ﬂr iuKonzan ism:um
With its debutin 20125 d i in
the instant ramen market, It has roughly the same )mat Ieve]as;alapeﬁo peppers,
Last year, Dmmaﬂ('bneﬂyrecalledtheferylamenimbemstoosplcy

hlished 50 years ago, but things have
not changed much since then,

The start of the 1970s brought multi-
ple economic crises in the world econ-

rative relation-

fsmn, e a d for a cooj
| tandlng be‘rw-

ship andlmpmmd u

angthermentionas G7 isconcerned with
the Democratic People’s Republic of

| 50 D years apart, Korea's (North Korea) nuclear weapons
both simila Howme La'bIE Iu\mtumed in 2025 Itis and ballistic missile programmes,

Let us start with th ilarities first the develog tries, papecially the Us, One major change is the mention of
The declaration stated that ma. de defliclt Chma wtud'\ha:emmgedas abig power
h were“respan- Th Jcfi challenging premacyaf Gl notes
sibleofan apen,demncral:lc soclety,dedi- tunesof i and devel h s
cated to individual hberry and soclal trleghavere\versed.]n 1080 me ghamaf Eastand South China Seasand theneedto

nent”. The Ki declara- Dfwas maintai withit.

Perhaps b its"seriously ext. pice,”Buldak object the breakdown m’lhmunhbads, tlon volces simil rsemlmem:ofmam- EM,quchhas declinedto 400 in 2025, In all the discussion on conflicts, the
oft’ay:lnatmn forsocial media influencerswho mlght enjoy truth-or-dare antics, ollshock,and, I Within the same period, the GT a.'bmiw_" itself from playing a k'eymle
wersion, in | he boxed | and cheese I:nnandtushunemp‘lapmm.Tuaddmg: ratic  socie Both __ share of  devel They

Amencan:g:tmu:punth —witha kick, the crises, in 1973, then US treasury sec-  declarations echotheneed  In all the discussion  economies  has neany war, Fnra]nngume,ﬂmmmlshaw

In May, the numberof TikTok hzshtaas related to Buldak suq{edlsﬂ%immlast retary Genrge Schulz held aninformal  to drive mcluslue growth on conflicts, the reversed from 379 notjust sf I
year, amdlnngLSn :1'bn:|n.|'1:1g&TL k d leaps up ds, too, As i fthe  and i G-7 absolves itsalf  There is a reason why G7 dwithdefi | Th It
helves, Inth UK, Fram:e and Germany. In mid-1973, Moreover, there were con- . Inwites several developi wars are being fought with jets and guns
ter, inthels d 20%quarter-on-quarter,even ‘Walmart Inc, lapanwandded,mahng}‘ G5, cemsover energysecurityin from P"I"“_‘ﬂ a count: Pﬁ e m, - mglnlu
declined slightly d: aBuldak Carb hartage. In 1975, most of the G5 countries  both 1975 and 2025, key role in see similar [1Qndg in ‘most  theso-called G7 economies. The govern-
This is nonethelass music to investors” ears: Unre- went through political turmoll and lead- In terms of differences, ignilillg them MACTOH dicators, th i pitch for

quited bove can be a beautiful thing, Upon the comple- hipchang iven the crisisii pal high inflation was a major with th ping world h pan th i
tlon of asecond plant in Miryang in [une, gwill Iticsand g ics, the Frenchy concernin 1975 but thereis doing better than G7 and In several ways, none of the warmon-
soon be able to ramp up shipments to major distribu- d the first for i no tion of it in the 2025 theer ad i gering isnew. Much of human historyhas
tors including Costoo Wholesale Corp, By 2030, nEtheGS wnhltalyasthesbcthmmnber Them"s declarationalso dth Theothermajor inthe 2025 revodved around conflicts. Economists

Samyang's market share in the US can double from atCh G6 decided to needed to play isth conflicts the

£.1%in 2024, according to CLSA estimates,

In ma there are| ween T
and China's Pop Mart International Group Lid,, the
maker of Labubu, an elf-like plush toy that has become
aglobal sensation. With 545 billion market cap, the toy
maker is worth more than twice as much as Sanrio Co,
am:l Mattel Inc.combined, owners of long-time favorites Hello Klrty and Barble.‘

SHULI REN

loomicerg

meet every year under a rotational presi-

dency, and added Canada as the seventh
member tobecome G7, Over 50pears,G7
became a major platform for advanced
economies to coordinate their economic
palicies. In 198 1, the European Economic

to restore pu'lee and financial stability. In
2025, the monetary authorities have
fared better in price stability. The credit
goestotheadoptionofan inflation target
of 2% inmaost of these economies, Though
inflation is higher than targeted in most

world ks facing currently and the threat of
nuclear weapons—naot that the 1970s
were any more peaceful, with multiple
wars being fought even back then. The
2025 declaration mentlons the Russla-

have, for a long tl.mr.- argued that a mili-
Y y ytocap After

ined we would settle foe |peace, Yet, qu-
tries have only spent more on military
expansion and not on puhhcwlfa.m We

Ukraine war and the US's

C
harand T

oftheGY s, it is much

nat far ith and heEuropeanUn-  thedouble-digitinflation of 1975,
Labubu has a weird laok, whlch r.m]y some mns umers Fnd cute while others iom In 2009, Russia was made a member ‘I‘he 1975 declaration also discussed
seratch theirhead and rilod In 1998, but its membershi AL hi ping dhigh trade
'bnthgeneﬂtemmuergatl.on anda.rtracteyehalls Theyamdesl,gned lognvlral dedafterit anneszd Crimeain 2014, d resorting toy

Investors
the adventurous spirit fnrsnmethlng different, These days, per.lpl.e are gemng
hooked on Korean speclalty grocery chain H Mart, quite a cultural shift consider-
ing cucumbers were a new vegetable for McDonald's Corp’s US menu just over a
decadeago.And theyouth are friendlier to China than their parents, 1ShowSpeed,
a streamer with 38 million followers, certainly enjoyed Chinese cars and robots
during his two-week trip in the spring.

As for President Donald Trump's trade policies? Investors are not at all wor-
ried, seeing that both brands are tarifi-proof. In the US, eating out hasbecome an
expensive endeavour.Ameal at a fast-food restaurant can easily set you back §10,
Instead, sta{]eng at home with a bowl of Buldak ramen, whichwill cost just over § 2
even with the incremental 25% duty Trump plans to impose on South Korean
products,can be equally satisfying As for Labubu, good luck getting your hands on
themat all. They are sold out at Pop Mart's retail stores worldwide,

In a year's time, Gen 2 and |nf|uemers might have mn’ued on to something dif-
ferent, But fornow, investars and Pop Mart with out-
slud valuation pmmlum_‘l‘hey lcnuw that dmplteTrump ] prntemnnlsm, young
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Pitfalls of xenophobia

Apropos of “Linguistic othering”
(FE, Juby 10, Mumibai thrives as
India's financial capital because
ofits inclusivity—nearly 50% of its
population comprises non-Marathi
speakers, including migrants from
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, and
south India. They power sectors

like construction, logistics, retai,
hospitality, and finance. Maharashtra
contributes over 14% to India‘s GDF,
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and Mumbai alone handles maore
than 25% of India's industrial output.
Fuelling regionalism and linguistic
othering threaten this vital human
capital, discouraging investrment,
talent inflow, and economic stability,
Such divisive politics risks
undermining the very foundations of
Maharashtra's growth, Preserving
Mumbai's cosmopolitan character is
mot just a cultural need, but an
BOONOMIC imperative.

—Milesh Dubey, Ahmedabad

otherwise, inwhale or in part, written

efforts to In the region, On
the ongoing conflictin WElAsri?iit men-
tiomed that Iran cannot have nuclear
weapons and asserted Israel's right to
defend itself. Nuclear weapons find

Towards India@2047

Apropos of “Framing india's 2067
goals® (FE, July 10), frarming India's
2047 goals is not an easy nut to

crack since there are many basic
conundrums which impair growth.
The health and education sectors still
need to graw in order to have a skilled
waorking population with sound
health, Corparate performance is
dismal, and there is a dearth of private
investment and farmal finance from

g similar trends now.
never learns that wars may

profiles of leaders, hutanry E ply
misery for the people.

Views are personal

banks, Though initiatives ke Make in
India give an impetus, they are not
enowgh for the desired industrial
growth. Above all, the prevailing
geopolitical chaos seems eternal, and
sprauts factors which will never allow
to frame concrete policies. Framing
dynamic palicies based on current
situations beaves no chance for long-
term palicies for growth,

=M Magarajan, Sivakasi
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Managing excess liquidity
Financial markets need more clarity

Ligquidity conditions In Indian banking have undergone a significant change over
the lust few quarters. While the system was ina deficltofabout T2 trillon at theend
of 2024, It noe d [y sury over T3trillion, rising to ¥ 4 trillion on some
days. st keepihe system in deficlt orsury alnmen-
etary polley objectives, bat an elthir sk led lendd 1o
sequences, The Reserve Bank of India (REI), for instance, Maced eriticlsm for the
lepeldlivy deficit In recent quarters, which partly resulted from lis intervention in
the currency market to support the rupee, pushing up market Interest rtes, How-
ever, the situation changed as the pressure on the rupee abated and the inflation
rate turned favourable,

As RB] Governor Sanjay Malhotra's June & monetary policy statement noted,
the central bank had injected durable liquidity worth T9.5 tillion since January.
The central bank also decided to reduce the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 100 basls
polnts, tobe implemented in four tranches, whichwilladd Hguidity worth €25t
lior o the system. As o result, seme economists wre of the view that excess lguidivy
inthe system could go up o 5 trilllon later this year, While the liquidity deficit
push lending rates in general, surplus liquidity can
have the ﬂppunltc effect. Excess lguidity in the system can increase inflationary
riskes, Altheugh India ls in o comfortable pesition on Inflation, bused on the Con-
sumer Price Index, for the foreseeable future, excess lguidity can fee asset-price
inflation, Banks, for example, have cut savings depesit rates, among other rates,
which might prompt savers toshift funds to high-yielding assets,

Excess liquidity could also incentivise the banking system to extend loans at
lower rates. Asu report in this newspaper showed, many market participants were
surprised that a public-sector entity was recently glven a T1.000 crore loan at just
6.1 per cent, which ks close to the cost of funds, Easy avallabdlity of funds can also
promptsome banks toextend loans toentitles tht may not otherwise qualily, How-
ever, it s worth noting that a lower policy rate or excess Lguidity may not by itsell
push bank credit for i variety of reasons, There Is significant global uncertainty,

d con-
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MSMElendinganew
driver of credit growth?

Credit growth to small and medium enterprises is outpacing
all other sectors, but the test of asset quality lies ahead

Indla’sbankingsector I8 in rude health, By avarlety of
measures — capital adequacy, provision coverage
raitho, Nould iy covernge ratlo, return on assets, and

of lonns — the sector demonstrates strengths that
wold have been unthinkable five years ago,

Capital adequacy In the system as s whole s 17.3
per cent, with public sector hanks' (PS18') capltal
adeduuy it 162 per cent. Eeling over five percentags

which will affect | Isfons in the priv Further, cory

are ralsing more funds from the capital m&rlu.‘t As thc latest FInancIaJ Srabiliy
Reportof the Rl showed,
320 percent In 202425, and over 60 percent wasin thcdchtmcnt Theyear wit-
nessed the highest corporate bond lssuance worth abowt 210 trilllon. As the debt
mrket gaing depth, higher-rated corporations will likely find it more ntm\ctlvcw

lisai reased

the In Is pruckent and
a source of stablity, Retum on assets
(RoA) for all banks 8 1.4 per cent. PSBs
haviean Rod of 1. per cent, which s abevi
the benchmark of § per cent in banking.
When a bank produces an Roa of 1 per
cent of more, it can be reasonahly sure of

s funels from the debt market than from 'h&nlu Thus,
press net interest

In verma of liquidity m&naumm while th-e REI s conducting varlable rate
reverse repo auctions, the weighted average call rate — the operational target of
monetary policy — strading well bebow the policy rate. The RRImay intend to keep
things this way for some time to enable the transmisslon of its recent policy decl-
slons, However, it will need to do more to manage excess liguidity in the system,
especilly as more liquidity s expected tobe released owing to the CRE reduction,
Tt would also do well to communicate to the market the level of excess liquidity it
intends tomainiain,

Build to last

Maintaining structures as critical as building them

The mounting death wll following the collapse of the Gambhirs Bridge in Guja-
rat is a warning signal for India's massive infrastructure -construction agenda,
It shows how infrastructure 1 often built in haste with minimum oversight on
quality and then so poorly maintained that it becomes a safety hazard, The
bridge was just 43 years old. But it had become dangerously dilapidated by
2022, with the pillurs vibrating every time traffic passed over it, The poor con-
ditlon of the bridge was flagged to the local Roads and Bridges (R&B) Depart-
ment at least three years ago by panchayat and district officials, Worse, a
testing report from the REB in the same year also suggested that the bridge was
unsafe, although the report was never made public. Instead, the bridge was
opened again to the public after some minor tinkering.

But the tragedy is not an Last year, the go admitted
that 42 major and minor bridges collapsed in the past five years, And the Min-
istry of Road Transport and Highways said 21 bridges, 15 of which had been
completed, collapsed on the National Highways between 2021 and 2024. The
lesson here is that it s important not only vo bulld infrastrecture rapldly but
also to ensure and maintaln what already exists. It should be noted that
bridges, if constructed properly and regularly maintained, should last 50-100
years, Famous examples are San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge, which was
completed in 1937, and the Tower Bridge In London, which was completed in
the late 19th century, both of which have ajor retr
far heavier daily traffic loads than the Gambhirs Bridge did. Poorly constructed
and maintained bridges are only one aspect of the massive public construction
boom that state and central governments have undertaken In recent years as
a key driver for economic growth. In 2025-26, for instance, the Unlon govern-
ment plans to spend 1.2 trilllon, or more than 3 per cent of gross domestic
product, on infrastructure projects — including roads and highways, ports, air-
ports, railways, and housing,

This spending cntniln a massive mobilisation of private contractors and

dertake construction, Implying in turn the eriti-

engir i
cal need lorcnmrl.ng close oversight and proper channels of accountability,
The Pragati Maldan underpass in Delhi, bullt in time for the G20 summit in
2023, Is u case in point, Builtat asteep cost of over T700 crore, it was closed fol-
lowing waterlogging after a bout of heavy rain within months and has since
been declared a threat because of design flaws and engineering deficiencies,
The bgger risk here is that the culture of peor oversight and shoddy mainten-
ance in public projects tends to transmit itself 1o the private sector, which is
also ineressingly undertaking public infeastructure projects. Leaks in the roof
of the glittering Bengaluru Airport Terminal 2, which is 74 per cent private-
owned, just 18 months after It opened, 1s one example, Last year, heavy rain
cawsed a canopy in Delhi's Terminal 1, also run by & private operator, to col-
lapse, killing one person., A report later found serious flaws in the canopy
design, workmanship, and maintenance, The loss of life, injuries, and wasted
investment are costly lessons to learn,

themarket, Inother
words, PSHs do not have to tum 1o the
government for capltal support. The
question |s often asked: How do PSBs
competewith privite banks that produce
higher returns? The answer |s that they
can compete on thelr own Lenms 8s long
asthey ean pabse caphtal from the market.

The banking sector will walk on twe
begs, We will have private banks that are
focused on maximising returns by catering to the
miss affluent, And PSRs that will marry lsger soclal
oblectives with profitabllicy while catering to the
widermarket. The model asa whobe remadns viable as
long as the benchmark utpmnlahlllnfla met.

Ho far, so Ing, Banking is safe and
malmrl arewpomuememcwmimrhe Imm

Bankof Inclla’s Fi
!w Wlt Tuni 2025),

Firstly, credit growth slowed notioeably to 11 per
Gt In 2024-25 (rom 16 per ent In 2023-24 and 154 per
cent in 2022-23, In 20:24-25, PSHs have shown higher
eredit growth than private banks, which means thelr
market share has risen after years of decline,

FINGER ON
THE PULSE

T TRAM MOHAN

Theslowl Aalihs

down of credit h
and engineered by the regulator, [‘he REI had iwo

Credit growth and NPAs
FM = Gross | Ml
= Total loan growth = Gross NPAS/Total lans )

;3 8 .
]
‘ l L i -
a1 plirii] 200324 425
Source; Financial Stabilty Reports, Annual Reports, RE)

" i — A e

on earth they were tocrack the MEME lending ksue,
In 202425, PSH mdll urw:n 10 BMES his been
grentertf rivati hinks,
wrend. Has mmlw changed fundamentally In
lending 1o MSMES? What has brought about a dra-
fecline In NPAs otk 1

Thee RRImight have shed Hght onthe ks instead
of merely puttingout the numbers, True, bankers have
found Innovatlve ways, such asthe Trade Recelvables
Discounting System (TReDS), to finance MSMEs,
TReDs s an anbine platform for fncllicating Anancing
of trade recelvables of MSMEs from corporations,
public sector companies and government depart-
ments, These exposures ane consbdered low-risk

The TReDS book was about €27 trilllon, or 10 per

concems, One, credit grow |
growth and that meant it was hel-n.u nnanced nynu;h

cost wnd volatile funds, Twe, grow
as personal loans and non- haru&ma financinl com-
panies (NBFCs) was too high for comfort, Between
April 2022and March 2024, bank lending to the retall
SECor grew at 252 per cent. and lending to services,
which includes hank lending to NEFCS, grew at 22.4
percent, far exceeding the overall credit
prowthol s percent. The RElincreassd
rlak wilghts on these two segments,
Cradit growth in these segments slowed
down as aresull,

by, the slowdown In crediz has
not advemelv Impacted growth In profit
or profitability, Profitability of all banks
has gone down marginally, but that of
PSBs has Increased from 0.9 1o 1.1 per
cent. Profitafier v of all banks rose by 17
percent with that of PSEs rising by 32 per
cent, malnly on account of other operat-
Ing Incoma,

Thirdly, In2024-25 growth In credit to
micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMES) has outpaced growth to all other sectors.
Credit to MSMEs grew by 14.1 per cent, compared to
growth of 1.2 per cent In services (ex- MSME) cred i,
and 10,7 per cent In retall credit, The share of MSMES
Inristall credit hos rlsen from 17 per cent In March 2024
10177 per cent In March 2025,

Fourthly —and this s, perhaps, the most striking
feature of the latest FSR — gross NPAS n the system
have towched o new low of 2.3 percent of loans, with a
sharp drop In NPAs In MSMES. Gross NPAs In MSMEs
declined rom 6.8 per cent In 2022-23104.5 percent In
2023-24 and further 1o 3.6 per cent In 2024-25,

NPAS In the MEME sector have historleally been
of the order of ¢ per cent or more, Untll a couple of

cent of the MSME book, In 2023-24, It cannot explaln
the current NPA level of 3,6 per cent on the entire
MSME exp The NPA level In the Emergency
Credit Line Gt LGS 856

Recallthat the ECLGS was Introduced duringthe pan-
demic In May 2020 in order to facilitate additional
bending te MSME s and prevent a secular collapse in
the sectoron account of a crlsks of L quidity, The eligl-
bility conditlons were pretty stringent, Only MSMEs
that were solvent prior 1o the onset of pandembc were
meannoqual!!\;

loans granted under ECLGS in the period
2021-23 amounted to 68 trilllon or 12 per cent of
lonns outstancing o MEMES In 202425, 11 gross MPFAR
on the § G5 loans were 5.6 per cent and NPAs on
tatal Ms A percent, that mak
formance on the remainlnu 48 per cent of M‘xMI_

lnl.!euplalned mevelyhy\ hee I.n thedenominator,
namely, the MSME loans in the past few years? If thax
Is 80, we should see a rise In NPAS In the years ahead.
The RBI'S stress test projectlons for NPAS may then
turn out to be optimistic,

Banks hawe 1eme¢l e pumue n rlik- Everse

working caplial lnam to industry, rm!h loans and
loans 1o the services sector, including NBFCs. The
year 2024-28 han seen a snln of gear wuh loans 1o

wewlll need wwah l'nra‘(earomun 1o seewhat the

1 e real vestwill, I:nwewr mmewhentnm slep
Nnance
pflwue Investment phcks up. Celebeation over the
steep fll In NPAs muss be low key untl] banks begin
10 ke greater risk than they have In recent years,

wrammehanzB@gmall.com

Poor outcomes of infra subsidies

One of the parsdoxes of India i that the massive
infrastructure subsidies that the central and state
povernments sustaln in the name of helping the
poor have brought Himited benedits to thege target
beneficluries but play akey role n stalling the ambl-
tlon to atzain "Vikslt Bharat", whichever way you
choose to define I, Ualem these aumldl.enare mn
sieseel, Indn

Ul luasl .,.—arealll‘vﬂm
ends updolng adisservice tothe poor. This Is not 1o
argueagilnst subsidies for the poorand
genulnely meedy. But Indla is sup-
posedly an information technology
powerhouse, and solutions are svallable
in the form of well-designed direct
benefit transfer 1o1he genulnely nesdy.

Let's start with power, In the first
flush of reform In the 19908, with a view
o artracting private sector Investmeant
in this near moribund sector, states
started wnbundling thelr electricly
boards Into generation and trans-
misslon and distributlon companles,

swot

Ing this nocl-alahllnal!nn with knockanel‘{em In
terms of Inad in

upgracdes, lhe public sector banking system (which
Ibears the brunt of discom debt) and growing cross-
subsidies that ralse the cost of power 1o industelal
and commercial consumers, adding to the uncom-
petlelve cost structure of Indlan industry,

Multiple and quite Imaginative ballout and
restructuelng schemes for discoms — five since 2001
— to Insell financial discipline have falled, princi-
pally because no state government will
rlak dodg the ome thing that can solvethe
probilem: Rakse agriculural power tarlffs,
Those of soclallst bent may balk at such
supposed neollberalism, but the rony Is

per km by traln Is ¥1.38 but passengers pay only 73
palse, & subsldy of 47 per cent.

Though the government dishes out large sums
for passenger subsldies, part of the gap |s supposed
to be coverad by frelght services and premium alr
conditboned passenger services. The problem with
this cross-subsidy policy Is that rallway frelght ser-
wioes have been steadily losing share 1o road trans-
port over the decades and lts profies are not encugh
to cover the losses from passenger services, As for
AC services, some of which make money In some
years, they account for o minuscule 5 per cent of
overall passengers. The proliferation of low-cost alr-
lines and growing alr connectivity — lronically, this,
too, ks government polley — II: Ilkely o dll‘lﬂl‘ll.ﬂh

e

powerful lobby of large farmers. This
asymmetry has two effects, The first i

that this policy scarcely benefits the  demand forthi

amall farmer who really needs it That's neml high- speed premivm Vande Bharar service,
becawse the bulk of the free el w0 upgrading services,
wuullurem lrua pumplng gmund In uack renewal, Hgnnlllnn nyn[emn and statlon
water for i Iy the SUpport,

But train travel in the nenernl and nor-AC cosches
(which account for over 90 per cent of the rallways'

[ ground-
water, whlch has resulied Inthe dran[l.c

and Introduced the concept of power  KANIKA DATTA

purchase agreements (FPAs), Steady wates

regulatory reform over the decade In the key n:mudnn areas of Punjab,
avtracted a raf ofefficl power prod Har d Pradesh,

roday. prl ! foralmost Second, lack of awareness of myriad govern-
halfthe Installed capacity,

Butthe mahlem- renaln. 1I1ed:nmhu1|om end,
v ibutlon of dls-

coms dominate, uverwper cenmrelecmciwcnn-
sumption in Indla comes from discoms, They
remaln In state hands chiefly on account of the
polley of giving farmers elther free power or ot
heavily subsidised rates, The Irony of this policy,
rooted inthe Green lwvaluxlon Ia mamrold Flrat,

F\emel‘:rlgulon schemes, f’r&nmemed holdings and
imi ves!

) ks & unlguely awful experlence of over-
crowded. uncomfortable, unhyvglenle carrlages,
non-exdstent personal security and appalling punc-
tuallty, Beyond transporting humans from polnt A
to pn!nr . the guallyy or ﬂewloe ean hardly be

At melanml.me. the mul'rlnle lmd.equacbgn nht
foes —

meant
sl

that simall and | FarTers overw

gl
d anda lack of last-mile connectivity

rely on raln-fed farming with all s lmplleations on
agricultural productivity,

Skewed pricing on the glant Indlan rallway net-
work lsanother palnt of contentlon, This monopaly
network transports 13 milllon peaple every day and
Its non-premium services are heavily subsidised

— has cost the utllity market share over the years 1o
relatlvely expensive private sector road (ranspost
companies. This may change once the dedleated
frelght corvldors become fully operational, But
whether thissignature project will help change the

dlscoma nzur er [ maet-

Accord) the cost of travel

rallway

quality and d les ol traln travel for India’s low-
| remaing & wid questlon.

The unmaking of empire

CHITTA|IT MITRA

Thiestandard school history syllatis
teaches about the partiton of ndla in
J'MT which led withe creaton of two
Aearing
cnmmunalﬂolence.uwu when we

leave school, we retaln this limied view-

polnt as an absolute fact around which
contemporary politles revolves Inour
country. In Shaetered Lands: Five Parel-
tlars and the Making of Modern Asta,

Sam Dalrymple wants (o ial
the more complex "how, what, wiwuand
why" of the history of the sub

contradicting the standard presump-
thons abeout that traumatle perod of
madem Indlan history,

As Mr Dalrymple presents b, Part-
Lhom wis never aslingulas moment n
time but along process, The author has
atructured the book into chapters ina
wity that demonstrates this progresslon
of gvents,, I starts with the ardval of the
Slmon Commission, s time that also
cemented the probabllivy of Pardtkon in
the reglon, 1owas also the period that saw

complex, On oneside, the Bengal famine  tlally almed ar protectingthe i story about which 1
Jecl 1o millions of starvatbon deathss on rights of refugees and minor- yearned Lo know more, My
theother hand the Japanese weretrying — lthes In both countries, some- Dalrymgple has been able 1o
deerthe Nogas as allles, thing that both natlons are cover Burma quite effi-
which they falled to do, The suthor has srruggling o uphald today, In clently, especially underlin-
carefully elevantmapsforthe  Shacered Lans, My Dal- Ingthelfe of Aung San, the
render o understand what was happen- — rymple has been careful to Hurmase student activise
Ing geographically at a particular time humanise history, Jinnah’s who rose to becoming the
stch as the Batle of Kohima In 1944, outcry as manifested in his leader of his country once it

where Japanese troops along with

“Fowreen Points™ In

attalned s freedom and his

Bose's Indian Natlonal Army (INA} reaponse 1o the Nehr Repost DALRYMPLE wragle early assassinatlon.
Tought agalnst the Britlsh Indlan sy, Fecusing on the brotherhood His mante was laver

Today when the far rght politics 1s of Hindus and Muslims bs just Shlll.!gdlmhm assumed by his famous
obsessively searching for “theather”in  oneexample, Another aspect  Jrtensandthe - daughter Aung San Suu Kyl,

ehecountey by trgeting Bengall Mus-
lims and subsequently dispossessing

of Partitlon and its races
were the after-effects It left on

whi was put under house

by Saen Dalrympl
Y Dalrymple arrest for 15 years, and then

Published by Harper

A tumul I Burma lead.

the biggest and most sustalned revolt In
the histary of the post- 1457 I!n'llll'l Ral,
which later led (that

lhemorlhe!rcnlzmhlp..'«uml- anlmutlarmemmlnn colling went on tabecome the hewd
rymple's ook o Iy were 3 pages 799 of state, but was dethroned
hi fihe sub Irvent and Forced mei[herpuuuealm i 2021 by a military coup.
reminds usofiu many dark realitbes, He  natlve means of employment She was once called one of
mentions how the persecution of Com- of find opportunities on the the children of Gand hi and

In East Paldstan

country from the Indlan counterpart,
Wilth World War 11, things got more

Much

forced Nehn to Inter leading 1o

h

h

rudloor |n the movies,

wrlmen abowt the Raj However, hersupport of the military
h Kets of

the Nehru-Linquat Pact, which Tt thy

har

fthe Rohingyas has

even won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991,

deeply tamished her Image and cost
her much Westemn support, [ had
hoped the author would explore the
Arab reglon In the west, which came
under British rule after World War |,
and where partitions have been no less
palnful. Perhaps he will do so in his
next book,

Sam Daleymple ks the son of his-
torlan Willlam Dalrymple who s
widely read and celebrated in the
Indian literary scene, so the tempeation
of comparing his debut with his
father's works will be high. It s falr to
any hie has undoubtedly made his own
mark. Today, when history |s belng
manipulazed for peditkcal galns, Mr Dal-
rymple's books will help o ground the
reader In history sans propaganda.

The reviewer ls & writer and translator
frosm Allahabad, and 8 co-founder of
RAQS, acollective on gender, sexuality
and mental health



