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Negotiating trade
deals with Europe

India must decpen ties with multiple partners
to protect its interests at a time of global churn

rime Minister Narendra Modi and European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

HTiod

OPINION

All-weather friend,
major trade partner

Over the past 10 years,
Mauritius has become a

cornerstone of India’s of whom are Hindus. Mauritius  upgrade the infrastructure at the
o boa s large ars, India
maritime strategy that ture centre and fs the headquarters  bas nvested men. material and
straddles the securi the World Hindi Secretariat There  resources 10 execute several small
traddles the security, are many more inks which dateback  and farge projects such as the
cconomicand ecological  in ume and a  goami d
dimensions today Torce Mauritius's capacity to defend

have set their
stitching togethera free rade agreement (FTA)

& November 2024, Nuvtn Ram
I

Mahatma Gandhi began his Dandi

Mar
Popalation s o ndian argin. most

Indla's netghbours. Comen

Jong-term lease with the US. Last
ch. About 70% of Mauritius’s  year (0o, India completed and inau-
gurated an ambitious project to

e esons e o gy o kol

tage

ata time when

grappling policiesofthe
Donald Trump administration in lhc LS While the EU
L;Indn ‘s largest trading partner. amounmu(nrmde
billion in 2023,

struggled to reach common ground on a trade deal
‘The negotiations began in 2007, before being
suspended in 2013 and then revived in 2022. Clearly,
the trade wars setoff by Trump's tariff threatsand
unilateral decisions werea trigger for Indiaand the EU
settinga deadline for the first time for their proposed
FTA. As negotiators begin the tenth round of talks since
the resumption of discussions in 2022, it is clear they
have an onerous task on their hands.

One of the biggest challengesis the slow-moving
bureaucracy of the EU, and ano(hers [ndn ‘sneed o

open up its
sideh:
ret of | d hel
firms from the 27 EU member States, especially
smaller toexportmore,
el markets.

Idia and eher membersol the GlobulSouth have
their concerns about the EU's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), ora tariffon carbon
intensive products,that is set to kick in from 2025,
whilea number of European States perceive India as
oot ot b :

5, especially
tariffs, and data protection and security to facilitate

seamless e-commerce.
However, it ishelpful thatvon der Leyen has beena

fssues, such a

India. Besides playing key rolen the creation of the
India-EU Tradeand Technology Council, her decision
tocome to New Delhi with virually the entire College
of Commissionerswasa powerful signal of the
importance sheattaches to India. The Modi

pol
trade deals that suit India’s economic Interests. India
d the

ly that hod Mart

the country for the third time.
Among bis first decisions has been to 2 big heart

invite PM Narendra Modi ® be the

Day on March L2 Last year, under his
predecessor and political rival Pra-
vind Jugnat

Draupadi Mur

brated and harmessed rathe than

through aspectal lens, com
bining empathy. focus and

The existence of a politi
chief guest for Mauritius's National ~ cal consensus within Mau-
ritlus on relations with
India is manifested In the
uah. t was Present  regulari

It has also been quick 10 belp
when nceded. During the Corld pass

Pankaj
Saran

and content of

visitsfrom! 8

demic. Indian ships were berthingin
&

Current PM Ramgoolam  tolndia
chose to fly to Delhi for
emergercy treament for  ise
Covid in 2021

ies where they
have arisen have been resolved

second highest sour

0o in 2024.  Singapore, and Maurit
have been incre

ius's exports  great

ing yearon  tional threats from piracy. traffick:

year. Mauritius has decided 1o hitch
if

mill ad e e
ecks. ndia hasfor these cal mupplies They werc sirai- — stands ut s a saf haven in theve uncertain timcs. Lo
Teasors viewsd Maw'ius g larly 0a site 10 fight the mas-

Foreign  ecological dimensions. There is con-
Direct Investment into India after

vergence of challenges faced from
power rivalry and non-trads

ing, narcotics and IUU.

‘The bi

Undoubed!
the Souttwest ndian Ocean

< p »
offthe  siands out as asae haven, a bright
nd f

oest Foe PM Moc Lt will e

ond time as chief guest. India has  on almast all occasions of national

uch spe-

1n a workd that seems (0 ha
ssed war. hestiley and

lesson .,n;.u... dguiasce Kot o rm

Hsiingon theedpeof

e
3 talk

world Swong

thus society well.
There is something remarksble

about India’s relations with Mauri- ~ Bharatiya D
tius. The simple facts are word x\muumndumr,:lnmlpr\- ments o the key Double Taxation
repetition 1o remind o dency of the G2, beskles manyof Avodcce Comvention i 2018, for

things. First, the dey close
ties and second, the fact that both

cmony of PM Modi 1 2024, Pravast

India played a highly supportive
year in

the norm, and
encles. After years of negotiations,

ther amended in 2024, 1
round tripping and tax avosdancy
Ecor

0 prevent
All (SAGAH) was announc

countries, and specially Mauritias.

far from trying to downplay hel
wear these Binks on their sieeves. The

dae fxed 1o celebrate the National
Day, March 12 for example, has been

over the Chagos Archipolago from
the UK. marking the completion of

the

Indian Ocean Commission and the
Indian Ocean Rins Association, with
assoc

ated. In 2015, Indiu's stgnatuse mark
time policy, Securlty And Growth for

ced by PM

Mo in Matris om his it ik

Partnership

Agreement in 2021, making it the

frt trde agreemend sighed by Indka
The

T the last 10 years, Mauritias has
become a cornerstone of India’s

India must nurture and shore vp
s natural gt with dogged ur

suit and enlghtencd in

Herct AR N vt vt Loty

Is part of this enerprise aad wil

e the relationship with an okl

e md neghton

Pankay Sarun It a former Indient
ambessador to Russa and dpusy

esullis

chosen to pay tribute o the day

[ SIMPLY ECONOMICS |
Pramit Bhattacharya

its process;
Garcia though still remains under

Upgrading the plumbing
of India’s administration

e hegemony of the Indian Adminis-
trative Service (IAS) has never

father Is abie to shield them from froquent
sfers). The competent consultant who

After a brief experiment with a non
1AS chie, the top post at markets regulator,
Securities and Exchange Board of India

ice s not able to

The ultimate losers are India's hapless ci-

The top post at the RBI (Reserve Bank of
India) had already been reciaimed in 2018,

t
ofad ho policy changes.
Like oher s fcing the nation. the bick of

post Is now
atthe Prime Minister's Office (PMO)

L ic interes
has set April 2 as the deadline for its partners to change
tariff structuresin favour of US imports —and it will be:
in New Delhi's interest to widen the European basketin
aworldinastate of churn.

A win for seniors at
Champions Trophy

Thc 2025 Champions Trophy triumph ends India's

12-year barren run for ICC silverware in ODIs
and, fora change, the credit goes solely to team
effort rather than any individual player's nup«lzm-
Virat Kohli gota match g
against Pakistan, but it was Shreyas Iyer — with a total
of 243runs su)md. st of 4860 —who

rsera ol com
mitted burcaucrats”, there was space for a
dissenting outsider such as PN Dhar to
become part of the Prime Minister's Secre-
tarinor S s the PO i ko thes)
ccome & burcaucrat,”
Gondi o Db, whethe Dt ot the
PMISia 970 Today, s had o magioeany

pe ¥
the British Raj. But our foreign rulers valued
. especially on matters relating to

omic administration. A section of the
Indian Civil Service (ICS) officers was car-
matked Sor @ central economic management

ators during the carly years
of India’s Independence — such as S Bhoo

economic and

The views expressed are personel

DAVID LAMMY

<+

We're concerned about dangerous

and destabilising act

ivities by

China in this region. The
Philippines is at the
sharp end of this

UGC’s new teacher appraisal
system is a lot more holistic

e criticisn of the Universiy Grants
Comaission (UGC)'s recent reforms

assessed 10 reflect el ipoct
“The cantention that the selection commi-

JGC's flawed
proposals Jor teacher hiring, promotio
Sukhadeo Thorat February 1) flls to recog:

betwoen numerical objectivity and human
yudgiment An effotive seloction process [pooe-

tsice the haBowed ranks of the IAS  thalingam and LK Jha — were the products rise higher porates asessmcats that
belngcorgiod MI)\IM e responsibliies that - ofthis ook
In his 1984
sor. 2 Jha argued fhat such sp based on an owe:
The a few sup » the

erats & “Indi dust pation. e al of

¥ ite generalist , making and
ticaly devalued. Iy severa mlnities, ad  cielservice vieally monopelise the 0p P not ess rigorous. akeays
R consulans o more abut poly o ith ot xpertie: e o he scadernic T wiiny Theaserion

meet goeeie ol o e
pa these.

and Polical Weekly amu: “The job of the

Suliantssometimes nd up performing rou-
tine tasks of governance. From drafting

there's scarcely  task that hasn't been out

run lhmughuul lhe lnum.lmu nt. In bowling, arw
for the

Things arest any better i state secretari
and

st i policy ly-
sis However, the syse

(APT) been 2025 drat UGC

Promation of Teachers and AcademicStalf in
U

research cadermic
contributions inherentl lcads 1 bias disre-

develop in a w Ilm rupedce the develop

Ghaics words ring tree cve woday. One

w Educsion

P 90 Teview and inst-

Studying ts Emitations? This

L

i break up the IAS Into two divisions
Bed .x.m.mm F) an icy analysis

were unknown or lnsignificant.
“The asurmpoon that emoving the

Ity and operates without accounte

ety ats fomurey The IAS-P division should APY system constitutes moving cduc
Varmn C very short. Anofficer pdexits0 , b o oAt o e e
spinner Varun aron Coasunants  haepooplewkh reevan il rom scae Ry dlregards i nberen it Y Jagadesh D% O rigorous pec e
tournament as India’s huhe»a wicket-taker alongside tend 10 be even more their  mia priva P tions of a mechamistic evaluation K emn-um qln.\ltvwd ‘(‘hul.lm
They followed b jobs. Their ability to get an extension  this cadre, People from this cadre should, in framework. While the AP was con actaisl a

wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav. All-rounders Hardik

depends more on ego-management skills

Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja and Axar Patel gave India the
Juxury of going in with four spin options. While
Chakravarthy and Yadav went for the wickets, Patel
and Jadefa restricted the batters. Pandya’s medium
pace bowlingallowed India to o in with just one
frontline pacer. The bonus of this combination was
that India batted deep — they had someone like Jadeja
come in at number 8.

But the win is a pit-stop before the big showdown —
the 2027 ODI World Cup to be played in South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia. The wickets and the long
boundaries in Dubai, where India played all its
Champions Trophy matches, assisted spinners, but the
conditions in Africa will be very different This means
the current y h ber ked.

The Champions Trophy victory will quieten voices

The current state of

um,
ernment for some tme, and such work

for most people. The civl servant who
10 developanarenof cxperti s demid the
opportunity todoso (unless a powerful god-

evolved irmoa rigid number-driven
‘mechanism that often incentivised quansity

hlrll-('mmu introducing an
e aled s
Jcantcornibucons” i the 2025 UGCdrut

appeaisal over quality
An open door policy in govemment is Faculty members were forced to comply ~ arbitrary shift in policy. Digital content creo-
often resisted on the grounds that it might b I stwdent mer
Interest al growah. I the best dy.t  torshi
i ¢ through . higher
appropriate pols dcs education reflect an atsemp to align faculty
s guite mm that people with “outside academicand

d be able to resist undue polt-

options. It is impeetant to make this pew
e flexibie and non-exclusive one. Peor
ple from the IAS:

ars,
.ma  promonan are objecive \.M» whea
nerical indicators are used 10 assess per

societal peeds. Any claim that such cootribi-

While | .y Provide a s

tons lack clear definisons overlooks the posst-
a

the IAS-P cadre after they
rotrained.

e fromm other central services such as
the Indian Economic Service (1ES) and the

sure the full spectrum of faculty members’
tellcctual

educnes ok
on Indian knowledge sysems perpeuaies

joudgrmient and peer cvaksation for assessing a

policy. not
one philosophical tradition over achers but

allowed to crossover to the IAS-P cadre. They
uldbe

ntellectual diversity without reducing it 10
mbers and al

Indi's diverse intelectual heritage.

jons made under their

of the policy innov

context-

bellowing for the heads of seniors. Kohli and skipper watch. wnd ot on the basés of their senority. ame " where
Rohit Sharma. atthey retire after Test services will continue to remain knowedge- NEP: dnersit,
eries def home to New' abroad to cof, and citizens will continue to bear its rescarch excellence, and insttutional  and academic excellence
Australia. Whether or not Kohli and Sharma ca MBS consequences sulonomy necessitates moving away from — =
One way tobuild expertise In governance In embracie M chatrmam, UGC and
emerge n top two years on isa matter rom : these changes, UGC P

but these voices have been shushed for now.

division and a policy unalysis division  »1
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overpowered the protesters
induding women, and bun
lled them into a bus. The
Delhi  Police  detained
around 24 protesters

TYC general secretary
Sonam Tsering said that the
day marked a painful and
tragic chapter in the
Tibetan histary, one that
they would never forget. “Tt
is the 66th anniversary of
the Chinese Communist
government's illegal and
violent invasion of Tibet
Since then, both Tibetan
government and its people
have endured decades of

06

systematic oppression. ter.
ror and repression under
Bejjing’s rule,” he added.
He alleged that China's
efforts 10 erase Tibet's dis-
tinct cultural and lnguistic
Kentity had escalated, with
the Chinese govemment
deliberately attempting to

Che Tribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

Onus onchampions

India must strive to revive cricket ties with Pak

IVING up toall the hype, Team India emerged

worthy winners of the Champions Trophy. The

squad, ably led by Rohit Sharma, just had too

much firepower at its disposal. Noworder the

resilient Kiwis, known forpunching well above
their weight, finished second best. Starting the tourna-
menta

unbesten tun. However, the superb achievement w
soured by allegations that India had been given preferen-
tial treatment, thanks 1o its financial muscle and clout in
the International Cricket Council The team stayed put in
Dubai throughaut the event, even as some of the cthers
shuttied between Pukistan and the UAE The bizame

the neighbouring country, citing security concerns.

For hosts Pakistan, the tournament was a disaster in
more ways than ane. The home team got knacked out at
the group stage itself, while India's relentless march
denied the Pakistan Cricket Baard the hanour of hosting
the final. The contrast between the fortunes of the two
sides couldn't have been starker

India's emphaticvictorywould havebeenall the moe
gratifying had it happened on Pakistani scil Pakistan hed
crossed the border 10 take part in the ODI World Qup in
2023, but India chose not oreciprocate the gesture. Agokd-
enopportunity to intiste  thaw in bilateral ties was thus
lost. But it's never oo late to make amends and mend
fences. Prime Minister Modi needs t take aleaf outofhis
mentor Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s book. The latter didn't let
the Kangl War cast along shadow on cricket relations. An
Indian team toured Pakistan in March-Apeil 2004 and
went on 1o win beth the Test and ODI series. Efforts to
revivea geat riva ‘mmw- eapeueal tours can help in

cricket world ml.n muq uh the lead on this front

Carney’s challenge

Intent alone not enough to mend ties with India

S Mark Carney prepares to take over as Cana-
da’s Prime Minister, he has signalleda desire
10 Tebuild ties with India, which deteriorat-
ed sharply under Justin Trudeau. His focus
diversifying Canada's trade partnerships
presents an opparturity for a fresh start, but words alone:
won't be enough. Concrete steps are needed to restore
st Akey challenge remains Canads's handing o pro-
deau’s accusation against India
anJw Hardeep Singh Nijjar cuse led to a full-blown diplo-
matic standoff in 2023, It was marked by expelled diplo-
mats and stalled trade talks. Camney must take visible
action against antIndia activities on Canadian soil and
ensure that the activists do not explot Canada's demo-
cratic su\-ln spread separatist |l\|ug.m(h Astronger
i, particului

eciam, umkl anlmlgv\.u inwe -nmur\ml\ﬂ(v
For CQarne: should
dpost.

restrict
study work permits. India is Canada's largest source of
international students. Safeguarding a stable, welcom
ing environment for them could help mend relations at

s level

Canadian community coukd foster a mare balanced
approach. On the econamic front, Carney’s experience
asa central banker gives him the tools to mend the road-
blocks in bilateral trade. His recent statements about
diversifying Carada’s trade relationships with “Bke-
minded” ations, including India, give hope for a policy
shift. Reviving the stalled Comprehensive Econamic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) negotiations should be
high on his agenda. Encouraging greater investment
from Indian businesses and e x;mllmx cooperation in
sectors like

Tibetan Youth Congress workers protest outside the Chinese
embassy in New Deihi on Monday. s

e 3 om0
wress ruled states used t0 get A AL oo
Assuch, the oS
BIP gov it the Centre
isnot doingus a favour but are Aderaad
whatis our constity. | SR oo W epeum
tional right” he added.
Sukhu said, “Out of the | [sow petuwes o -0n AT
Central State taxes, all states « wie e e iy P 17 1 b o o ot o oy
et their share, Though the | | mnre ey B0 ot o o AP e
replace the internationally  Centre has impased  Cess | | sty s faie 22 por i ow The it Bt pepss .
recognised term Tibet' with  on some items like diesel - Y
the Chinese term, Xzang'.  states do not geta shareinit. | - |Comss. Bk e 06 A & o Ay
ering said “The human o, it is very wrong on the o o ™ by o0
ights situation in Tibet has  part of BIP leaders to say
drstically deterionated in  that the Himachal Govern- | |ympssvn scstalcomomonty dposstbins.
wecentyeanswith severeretric. ment cannot function with- | | PASENOTE O
tions o fundamental fights  out central assistance and
ke freedom of speech. funding " —TNS i g
jowe 1123205

OPINION
Al may push humansto the sidelines

Science & technology provide meansto @(Lhw@done whatoughtto bedoneis amatter of ethics & phicsophy

MAIRA
FORMER MEMBER,
PLANNING COMMISSION

HE development of
artificial intelligence.

question stock mar
kets are asking is, who will con
trol #7 The US and China have
the mast advanced AL They are
alsothe two largest ecnomies in
the world, though ruled with dif-
ferent views of a good society
One sideis govemed by the the

orythat liberal market democra
ey is best and that a lange econo-
my is necesary for a good
society. The other side values
stable governance and believes
that social harmony i funda
n.-u..um a nul econoeny.

The US is concerned that Chi
ia bas caughtup a the Al racs
and may even be ahead now.
After Work War I1 the US rallied
the workd behind i as the cham-
pionof democracyand free trade
against socialism and the nur
turing of domestic industries
that China repr The vel
vet glove of US ‘soft powes” hid
ts iron fist — its overpowering
military might and contral of
the global financial system
usingwhich  has remained the
global hegemon. President Don
ald Trump has removed the
glove and revealed the truth. He
wants to make America great
againand will not allow Chinato
get ahead. The question is, what
does the rest of the workl want
10 be more like Trump's US or
Xi Jinping’s China? Or let Al
control the world?

The Tribume cuavomans [rursoay|u sasch 2005

t -
TLLITI T 11}

OMINOUS: Al agents wh evertuslly manage our ives completely, revress:

mhunAluru-rwu\\w Globalis
ers or natic

Beneath these _ existntial
questions are deeper philasoph:
ical questions: Can Al replace
human beings? Why are ‘ration
al’ Bberals drowning in a sea of
‘alternative’ truths? Can com-
plex phenomena be understood
by mathematical analysis?

With Trump back in power
with Elon Musk and Al getting
out of human control, it has
become imperative to ask philo-
sophical questions. Who am 1
really? What is the purpose of
our existence? These are peren.
nial questions human beings
have asked over the ages every
where. | speculated about the
values of robots in an essay 1
wrote during Trump's first
term, “Who will Robots and Ele-
phants Vote for: Donald Trump
o Xi Jinping”

Until we know what is real. we  acqui
cannot know what is artificial  our
Seeking answers, I have read
‘manybooks — on AL mathemat
s, social science, maral science

beliefs, which

we're stillwrongabout’
and technology

Sodial media has
already divided
us deeply into
ideologically gated
communities thatare
notwilling to listen
to each othe:

ical Thinking, “There is a real
danger that, by strengthening
our abilities 1o analyse some
questions mathematically, we
a general confidence in

unpustifiably 1o those things

provide the

mathematics)

nnot

) curriculum.

The drive to be ‘scientific’
and by extension quantitative
and mathematical, has become
very strong in all fields of study.
Many forces that shape societies

udge alternative facts. Al agents
train themselves by comparing
billions of human decisions., The
beliefs of the humans who took
those decisions shape the beliefs
of Al agents. The US is a noisy
democracy in which people want
the rightto be themselves andto
speak up against their leaders.
Chinese system values
arder: in it, authority must be
respected for the sake of every.
body. The race is on between the
US and China o develop better
Altechnology. Perhaps Alagents
who leam in China will vote for
Xi, and robots trained in the
will vote for Trump and Musk
One thing is clear: Al will not
bring us together. Sodial media
has already divided us deeply
into ideologically gated commu
nities thathate each otherand an
ot willing tollisten to each other.
Alisgiving more power 10 digital
platforms. Al agents will manage
our lives completely: manage our
bodies, write our essays and
become our friends. We will have
10 need for messy human inter
actions. Al-powered drones and
who-

such

as sodal harmony and citizens
trust in institutions. Moreover,
modern science has no place for
faith. Jonathan Hakdts The have noneed for humans.
Righteous Mind: Why Good Aro-  Busy
ple are Divided by Politics and
Religion, s an insightful exami
contention
between the realms of knowl
ecige and beliefs. Haidt hasdone
research in India. He uses the
I metaphor of the elephant and
the rider to explain the relation
ship between the ‘rational’ part
of the brain and ‘nor-rational
faiths, beliefs and emotions that
guide human behaviour. The
elephant is a huge beast. The
rider (the rational part of the
ike the non
rational elephant o cbey its
crders. It is not easy. The rider
must accept ging along with

nation  of the

mind) would

Science

ever they think they are, and
eliminate them without any
blood on our hands. Soon, Almay

v pecple complain they
have no time to think. AT will
make it unnecessary Myessay is
much longer that the tweets and
short blogs that busy people say
s all they have time for. Perho
an Al agent culd hawe
researched and read the books I
read. With i different sensitil.
ty and different mind, it woukd
have produced a different essay
perhaps better or worse than
e dependingon the perspec:
tive of the evaluator. Most ikely
Al could have produced a shart
eressay, savingthe readeralotof
ime. This asticle of 1,000 words

may have taken you five min-
utes to read. My essay wil take
an hour. It will not answer the
question of who an Al agent will

forthe future  and philosophy. Kurt Godel and get things done. What  the elephant or else he will be
ofhurmnityare: Whowillwinthe  Jordan Ellenberg, both eminent  ought 10 be dane — the right  thrown off entirely

Jobs —humans or have proven  thingtodo s G s
robots” Wi the limitations of mathen and philosophy, subjects not  we accept. Factcheckers have

ical confliet within and among.
‘countries — liberal democrats or

Ellenberg suys in How Not to be
Whor Power of Mathemat.

technalogy,

included in the STEM (science,
engineering  and

Humans should be worried about the threat posed by artificial intelligence. — st Gaws

beliefs too. Bven an Al agent
must have some core belief 1o

Anenduringlegacy
ofhonesty

GopAL KRISHAN SHARMA

plest of lives, shining through in the mast unexpected
moments. One such remarkable example was Niku.
fondly called Subedar, whose integrity left an indelible mark
o et o o A M KAt
Niku liveda
e parents passed away. Despite his poverty, he was abvays
cheestul and kind-hearted. A chikien, we often saw him in

ontsn'm virtue that often reveals itselfin the sim-

Dominant force in world cricket
India’s spectacular victory in the Champi-
ons Trophy is a testament to the team's dis-
ciplined performance, strategic gameplay

and sportsmanship. Our players showcased
exceptional  skill and determination
throughout the tournament. Their unwaver.
ing spirit and commitment to excellence
have made the entire nation proud. Special
eredit must also go to the support staff and
caaches who played a vital role in shaping

wote foe However, it may help

your children to grow up in

valuable tool, but real transformation will
only come through sustained human
effort and strong governance.

KUMAR NUHAWAN, KARNAL

Govt agencies at fault

Apropos of ‘Fighting drug theft’ ¢
tar’ has becomes the ‘predatar’ in Punjab,
That's why government palicies and pro-
grammes seem o be falling flat. Piferage of
five crore tablets of deaddiction drug

this success. As fans, glori
ous achievement and hope that Indian crick:
et continues 10 reach greater heights on the

10 would urther strengthen economie tes
A thaw in relations is possible, but Carney faces the
challenge of balancing dome

als, playing
his bamboo flute ml spreading joy throughout the village.
His small home stood near the only shop i the area, which

et this win
tion for future tournaments, reinforcing

for their turn at the shop

India’s dominance in world cricket
RUKMA SHARMA, 1

IALANDHAR

with foreign policy pragmatism. This balance will ulti-
mately shape the trajectory of India-Canada relations.

ONTHIS DAY.

100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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The question of dyarch

NOTHING shows either more dearly or maee comvincingly the
immense supericrity of the mincrity over the majority repurt than

respectively deal with the vitally mportant question of whether
the

dyarchy
majoity an this subject, we have
remains only to adk that this conclusion

abeady referred at length. It

s, 0n the majority's own

showing contrary to the almost unanimous evidence of Indian wit

ould often gather at Nik's house, where he welcomed them
with warmth. He cared for two ageing cows. Though they no
longter produced milk, he kept them until his last days, These
cattle held a special place in village e they were often used
during
ty in both joyful and soerowful times.

In 2002, my brother died in a road accident while on duty in
Morinda, Purjab. Having been married for only a year anda half,
his demise shattered our fumily. 1was in Solan when | received
the news. brothee,
the frmalities and bring the body harme.

Communication was difficult in those days. The only tele-
phane in the village was in the post office, located oppasi
Niku's house. Through this lifeline, we informed our relatives,
and soon, the entire village mourned with us.

Upon hearing the news, Niku wos deeply sacklene. But amid
thesarmow, his debtoccuped hismind. A manth before the miship
that claimed my biother’s ife, Niku had borowed Rs 1000 from
him None of us knew about this transacton a the tim

Heimmediately set out to repuy the money. Onthe way, a vil

nesses, “Generally speaking, most of the Indian witnesses”, they

lager asked him where hewas going When Niku said he want-
e

of provincial autoromy to e Province .uu the inboduction of s

the Ce

my ealised that
12y Mcther st seterdo e had o yot boen infrmed of the
tragedy. He advised Niku to wait. Niku turned back, but his

ment” This is

 a lasting impression.

Nole
mary way in which the majrity has rlwn«! of these recammen-

dations. “Itis clear’

it writes, "that these recommencations both for

ure of responsibilty in the Central Gove

crnment are beyond the

scope of any recommendition which we are empowered 1 male:
We donot propose, therefore, 1o dscuss them furthes” What impor

u.um" Ttveas anlytobe expect hat the oy, whch did nt

Views on the wider aspects of the matter would bilow a very differ
ent method with regard to these recanmendiitions.

The Tribune cuorcam +
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Maost peop
especially after the lender’s passing But not Niku. His determi-
nation to fulfil his obligation, even in the face of immense grie,
reaffirmed the timeless truth that “honesty is the best policy
During village events, prople would send him food as a gesture
af respect. As a Brahmin. he was frequently invited 1o perform
rituals during Shoudcdh and serve as the Kul Purohit for the Gug:
gashrine. He is nolonger around, but hislegacy endures.

Niku's lifeis atestament to the adage. “A good name is bet.
ter than riches”. His honesty remains an inspiration,
reminding us that true weakth i found not in material pos:
sessions but in the values we uphold.

OPED

Team India all the way
India has regained the ICC Champions Tro-
phy after over adecade. Hardik Patel and KL
Rahul held their nerve in the final overs.
Despite losing the toss yet again, India did
well torestrict New Zealand. Later. the batters
played a big role in strengthening India’s
position. The later part of the game was filled
with exciting moments. Winning the trophy
for the third time made every Indian proud.
The dream of millions of people came true
through players like Varun Chakravarthy
Rohit Sharma and Ravindra Jadeja It is a big
achievemnent for the Indian team and great
entertainment for cricket fans.

KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR

Al can make

ayear shows
state agencies. Cancellation of lcences of
guilty private dinicsis not enough. NGOs hav
ing vested interests must be rooted out of the
system. Panchayats and other village-level
institutions and functionaries should form
clusters 1o work together in their areas
JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Strike the right
Refer 10 ‘YouTube takedowns’; with India’s
staggering 30 per cent share i global
YouTube removals, the editorial rightly
exposes the platform's failure to curb misin.
mation and hate speech. YouTube must
block objectionable material before upload
ing by enhancing Al filters. Countries like
Germany and Australia have implemented
stringent regulations to tackle harmful con-
tent India must follow suit, without compeo-
mising free speech. Moreover, YouTube
should delay high-risk content for review and
deploy more human moderators to assess
questionable videos. Ultimately, a robust col-
laboration withthe government is imperative

Apropos of ‘Al a heaven-sent opportunity
for udta Punjab'; artificial intelligence
can revolutionise Punjab’s agriculture
and help curb the drug menace, While Al
driven solutions can optimise farming
techniques and enhance productivity.
their successful implementation hinges
on adequate infrastructure, farmer edu.
cation and policy support. Moreover
addressing Punjab's drug problem
requires more than just technological
intervention. Social reforms, stricter law
enforcement and accessible rehabilita
tion programmes are crucial to bring
about a meaningful change. Al can be &

and freedom of expression.
S MANN, UNA

Tool for grabbing eyeballs
With reference to “YouTube takedowns’; the
pmfane wntent o social networking web-
sites such as WuTube are often used as
means to grab eyelnlls Artificalintelligence
an play an important role in fltering out
gar. nappropriate content before being post
ed on soctal media platforms. Also, the servic
e of cyber redressal agencies can be availed.
Parents must educate their children about
the dos and don'ts ofwatching eyber content,
INEETA NAYYAR, NAHAN
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Why the clamour for a UCC has renewed

PROFESSOR EMERITA, CENTRE
FOR POLITICAL STUDFES, JNU

[HE Rules of Lm
form Civil Cod
Uttarakhand, 2025

ae an intrinsic part of ther
religion, and. therefore, the
state should notlegiskate on it
‘The Hindu right and the Bhar
tiya Janata Party (BJP) have
vigomusly pushed it to count.
e what, they say, are regres
sive personal laws of Musiims.

The party's manifesto says
there cannot be gender equal-
tytill such time as Indiaadopts
AUCC. However ts pushis not
Just sbout the rights of woenen.
The Hindw right holds a grouse
against the selective use of

pas
Assembly in Janu.
ary this year propelled the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
Sadia e anali ot e sl

statepower
intervened 10 reform Hindu
personal laws. As per its sup-
pocters, Jeving Musim liw
U SN e

fumily assts, will have 10 be

ty) — and not necessarly

ot merges with a uniied codke
In other words, framing a

Mushim community alone. It
willaffect the Hindu majority
and the rights of many other
oups. I remains to be seen
whether any regime woukbe
willing toadopt sucha course

In the cument political con
text, the debate n UCC
sounds somewhat stac. 1t is
based on the assumption that
not enactinga UCC s a conces-
sion 10 Muusbims s they frame.
their Kentity entirely around
personal laws. However, devel
e oo uw ground over

ade have made

ful groups or would it simply
target some  communities
and exempt others.

“The need forlegal reforms of
ersonal laws is indisputable
but, unforturately this project
Sia Sl ‘ai . et

um- ptions largely
irlevant. Musim womerr's
roups, which have emerged
asan importantvoice in recent
years, are: not averse 0 legal
reform. In fact, they are cam-
peigning for it. Ther demand
S the shaliion of trinke talen



i we e iy yet been

rtrial
of provincial autonoeny to the Province are the introcluction of 8
memsure of responshiity tothe Legiskture in the Central Govern urwavering honesty left a lasting impression.

“hia i vakaie ahmison, Nolews notewerthy s e sum

ment Mast people i ght have ignored or forgotten such a small et
sy i it Gty i dopons) of e ecosenei especially after the lender’s passing But not Niku. Hisdetermi
dations. "Itis clear” it writes, hese recommendations both for ration tofulfil his obligation, even in the face of

ure of responsibilty in the Central ('.m-nu.m are beyond the
svpe of any rexommendation which we ar
W donatprpene terea. wu-ummnm e Wha

itions” It .g«.!J\ m.v.u.\ wum minority w\.mum

Viewscn the wiler pects ofthe matier woukd Sllowavery dikr
ent method gard to these ecammendations.
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are an intrinsic part of
religion, and, th

state should not kgiskate on
The Hinduright and the Bhar.
tiya Janata Party (BJP) have

sive personal kiws of Muslims.
ZOYAHASAN The party's manifesto says
PROFESSOR EMERTA.CENTRE  ghere ot be gendler equal
FORPOUMCAL STUDKES. WUyl such time as IncBaadopts
aUCC Howeves ts push is ot
just about the rights of wormen.
The Hindhu rightholdsa grouse:
against the selective use of
.mmmm state  statepowes since the 1950sasit
byinJanu-  intervened 1o reform Hinds
ary this year propelied the  personal liws. As per its sup-
Uniform Cwvil Code (UCC)  porters, lemnving Mustim kiw
into the spotight, triggering  untouched implies unequal
natinwide debates on s and symmetrical trestment,
potential implementation.  which & tntamount © IA!:Iu(muu'h 1, indeed this
The UCC has been a con
tentious issue in India for  Muslim forelectorsl hy should women of any
decades. The question atthe  The BJPS assertive stance  community beleft out®
heart ofthisdebuteiswhether  on the UCC in the 2024 elec  There aretwo other notaie
religion-based persorial kiws mnmwnm wethen,  problems — extraderritociali
s k

-

diny ty and invasion of privcy.
el Evenes ioe 1 siniils pomsonal lows,  Oueisueisinagplicailyio
dents of Uttarakhand,

e i igroenent I the' songwith the Catracticant all v
womerls movement and lib-  the termple in Ayodhya and  regardless of wherever they
ool ol cieclen Gt ling b

Now

statusof  live. It covers even thosewho
vthet the Run  have lived In the siae tem

religious personal lws are  Kashe
discriminatory  towands femp
women and must, therefore, o mment has revoked Arts
change, there are disagree-

de 370, attention hasmovedto  been transferred 1o the state.

ments owr the means o the UCC. But the BIPhasit  The other is a discin for  Deenits excessive

achieving this objective. moved forward on this ot individual choice and liberty
A UCC entails enfording a  despite leading a majority  The rules airring to formalise
uniform code in matters of  coalition i the Centre.
mariage, propety inheri  Instead. various BlPled mghtntion cetracics ¢
tance and adoption. It would  state gvemments have cho- ~.‘ Court's 2017 ¢
apply to all citizes sen 0 g aheadwith the prom
replacingthe cument personal  ulgation of state-wise UCCs okl hat the gt top

Laws that varyby religon. The  The Uttamkhand rule, which s protected asa fundamental consequence of
o~ equality

Muskim religious and poliscal  sewks to provide uniformity in - right under Adticles 14, 19,
leaderships have opposed it. vl lws comes with key  and 2l ofthe Constitution.
insisting that personal kws  exemptions Itdbesnatextend  After Uttarakhand promul

tragedy. He advised Niku to wait. Niku turned back, but

reaffirmed the timeless truth that “honesty is the b

During village events, prople would send him food as

powered 1 male:. of respect. As a Brahmin, he was frequently invited 10 perform

rituals during Shodch and serve asthe Kl Purohit for the Gug:
He is nolonger around, but his legacy endures

emains an insp

y
reminding us that true wealth is found not in material pos
sessions but in the values we uphokd.

OPED
Why the clamour for a UCC has renewed

'DEBATE: Should refigionbased personsl laws cort

codes in the states are anti- B persg

and help curb
driven solut

Punjab's drug problem
requires more than just technological
intervention. Social reforms, stricter law
nforcement and accessible rehabilita
tion programmes are c to bring
about a meaningful change. AT can be &

Tool for grabbing
With reference to ‘YouTube takedowns’; the
profan ot on social networking web
sites such as WuTube are often used as
means to grab eyeinlls Artificialint
can play an important rolke xrmummmm
napproprate content be fore being post.
edon social media pl rms. Also, the servic
3 of eyber redressal agencies can be availed
Parents must educate their children about
the dos and don't: miching cyber content

NEETA NAYYAR, NAVAN

Leters 10 the Eitr, typed in doubie e, Shousd ret excred the 200 word imi.
These shouk be cogerty witten ard can be st by e-mall et

fimily aswts, will have 10 be
stoppesd ance the bwan thesub
Ject merges witha uniied codk.

In other words, framing a
UCC is & comy terprise
which does not concern the
Muskm community alone. It
willaffect the Hindu majrity
and the rights of many other
roups. It remains 1o be seen
whether any regime would be
willing toadopt sucha course
thatwould antagnise power
ful groups or would it simply
some  communities
and exempt thers.

‘The need forlegal reforms of
permnal lowsis indipatable
b

a few other

Bl e staes deckded 1o have. rached impasse
follow suit. Gujrst has set up  beca
acommittee todraftits code.  with minority  protections
Pradesh, Madhya  guaranteed by the Constitu
Pradesh and Assam havealso  tion. Howew
e \muLn kows. The  laws are inded discrimi

of its entanglement

some pessonal
™

ry: they violate the principies

ndivid
ual states can .nm their own o gender justior and equality

ainly true of Mus
faws which deny

entcivi  This is ce

e haa been b and the porarily deven Central gov The problem with
servants who have e [J(C debate has

emphasis on
vein relationships though — Uniformity which
should be no more
acy “ﬂ‘"'"‘ “":' than anincidental

formity, which isthe undery.  in. several domins. In the
ing princple of the UCC.

The LawCammission hasnot  more specifically legal refor
presented or circulated adraft. bt it is not @ panacen for the
it started gathering views mu«m Muslim women face.
from the publicona UCCwith-  The socio-econamic status
ot any blueprint fr it

event, UCC is desirable and

Wedo  of Muslim women is dismal.

nct know whether UCC wil  Their deprivation stems from
ppty toall purtsof the cuntry @ shortagee of three essentials
and © dfferent communies,  — knowledg

inchuling the North Bast and &
Schedued Cistes and  schooling), economic power
Schechiled Tibes. The Hindu  (work and income) and auton
Undivided Ramily (HUP, crest- ~ omy (measured by decision-
e 1 save on taes by pooking  making and physical mobil

(measured by
iteracy and average years of

1) — and not necessarily
from personal kws.
In the cumrent political
text, the «w.».- o UCC
sounds son st
s on e semvgtion thet
Dot enactinga UCC s a conces-
sion to Muskims as they frame
their identity entirely around
personal liws. However, devel
opments on the ground over
the kst decade have made
these asumptions largely
rvlevant. Muslim women's
groups, which have emerged
Ssssioperintvoke neost
years, are ot averse
u-!mm ln fuct, they are cam>
o 2 Their demand
m).~.u,m.nuum.-m.q
is & case in point. But, more
impertantl, Muskm womeris
roups seek to promote equal
atizenship ightspertan
all fundamental i ghts guaran
ted in the Constitution, and
1ot just thase conceming per
sonal baws. Their active pertic
ipaton in w
aginst  the
Amendment Act «..x\ 2019
echoed this sentiment vividly
-m. problem with the UCC
oenthe beginning has
uuxv--\-u\\»vmwm‘wt.

-

quence of equality. Unibemmity
is not a guarantee of equality
which canbeachievedthiough
multiple appraches ad pro-
addures, mastnotably by push

ing forequal rights within com-
munites Theway broardisto
ensuse o of al pesd
Laws while time
expunding the scope and appl
cation of secular kaws.

¢ the

SCsforest conservation order exposes years of official neglect

teen hailed. But, unfortu
nately,forest lands areviewed |
e cheapest and easiestto
a kind of ~\uﬂm
fand pool. In 1 C in
the landimark TN Godarar.
man vs Union of India and
Others directed that the FCA
would also be appiicable to all
areas that conform to the dic
tionary meaning of forest
The Godavarman judgement
HE  Supreme essentiallyexpanded and cre-
ated a separ
forests,  termed

MD SINHA
FORMER PRINCIPAL CHEF
CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS

forests — e areas not
as forests but which had all

GAP IN LAW: faces.

identifying forests us per 4 appings of a forest
1996 TN Godavamman judge-  These were areas which were
ment. Itdirected the statesto  de jure not a forest butde fac  of the forest cover is gone.

set up expert committees 1o towere a forest The SCalo  Butthereare abso lue aress
identify forests within six  directed that such ‘deemed  owned by m sovermment
months, faling which the forests' should be identified  which wral
Yorpettivy (Hief seorsimies. Ty s expatcomitesd | Smstignaim bt were
would be held responsible. neves nos e undes any frest
The matter came up before At They inchadea gepastol
the court when twas hearing  Lafarge case. the co the Himalayas, the Am\.ih\
a slew of writ petitions chal  ated its directionstoall states  and many arens bek
lenging the Forest Conserva-  tocampiete the above exercise ,nm» frivet s
tion Amendment Act, 2023, lorck. Their protection is
To understand the matter, e forests, irespective of  important to e hydrological
one has to g into the history  whether they are so notified,  security. That is why
of forest linds being diverted  recognised or chissfied urder  gve the concept of %
for om  any he  per tionary meaning
1952101980, an averageof 1.5 ownership of the kind Most  The present litigation is the
lakh hectares of notified for-  states have not done the exs
est area was being diverted  csetillnow keadingtothelat:  dentifying ‘deemed forest
ally by the govern estreprimandbythecout  areas fbr decades but, instead,
forvarious purposes. The R
est Consenvation Act

p

are notified forests and v t tselfin 2023, Essen-

vation.

(FCA)was enacted tos are ‘deemed forests. Lands  tially the Forest Conservation

and the proofofts success is  declared under various forest  Amendment Act, 2023 states 2023 andits

that the mate of forest land  Adtsare notified forests They  that onlyaseas recorded as for

diversion during the next 40 were roughly Omillon hain  est in government records application in
n average of less  1950,0ut ofwhich nenrly6mil-  shallbe coveredd by the FCA. It the field.

than25000 hectwes annually.  Bonha have sincebeen divert:  removes the  category  of
ormaly, this should have  ed That is, mughly 10percent  deemed forests entirely and

5 and homes, BN half,

B s infructuous. | would

open a Pandara's box. result
ing in the filing of thousands
of appeals.

In view of the contrary
caims of the govemment and
oncemed e, i s mpor
tant 10 test the application of
theamendeel FCA i the ikl
Lt us take the case of Mangar
Bani in Ruridabad, Haryuna,
whichis one of the fisw ancent
Aravalliforests eft in the state

The entine 400 acres of the
mm\ forested land is owned
e companies and
Only about

fan acre is communityfigov
emment owned. The Bani

such lds,  pleof Gudariya Baba, whichis
held sacred by the bocal vik
lagers, is recorded in revenue
weords as pair  mumkin
pahar (hill slope) and Bacr
(sandy foothill. Around 1500
acres is dosed under various
forest Acts and the remaining

tatementson the florof Par 2500 acres is ok econded a8

of the govemment 1o protect
and conserve forests and dis-  land would, conservatively, be
claim any intent to kmit
the Godavar  only one of the nearly
gement, the facts of  lagesinthe lhn.uur\nuﬂl\
thematter donot supportit.  As per information available,

The drafting of the amend-  two  development  licences
ment s such that

Thereisa

sesult of the govemment nat  disconnect between

theintent ofthe

The real issue here is what  amending the Forest Conser  Forest Conservation
b

Amendment Act

forest inany official
The present value of this

Rs 25000 crore. And, m.. is

limitsthe  alrendy exist for 388 acres and
400 acres, respectively, in the
Bani ares. They have been
heid in abeyance only due 0
thedeemed foreststatusof the
land. With the withdrawal of

4

would beduplicated ad rause:

aed that

needs of the country. Howev
e, 0ne cannat th u.-mln
ot with the bathw

Though the SC m« on
March 4, directed the states to
st up expert commitiees 10
identify the deemed forest
areas, legally there is no bur
den on the states, as once
implementesd, the Forest Con
servation Amendment Act,
2023 dearlystatesthat it shall
onlybe appiicable torecorded
forests and, therefore, there
willbe nothing et to dentify.
Forests, as per government
records, are already identified
and notified under various
forest Acts, with applicable
lws and rules governing
their management

There is a disconnect
between the intent of the
Amendment and its applica
tion in the feld Its almost as
if the drafters did not fully
understand its implications.
Atstakearempotant w
sheds vita to the waker securs
ty ofour country and valuable
biodiversity, which once last
can never be regained

The government, being in
loco parentis over our natural

resources, must exercise its
power with sagacity and wis
dom. Thewords of the

cated by the tothe 2023

following the  Amendment, the Bani would
Godararman jadgementand  give way to malls and homes
render thousands of judge  for the rich. This exerdse

\he Upanishads

Vanaspatheye Shant
should guide us b
balance with nature

ntain a

e
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Assembly erupts over Gulmarg show Omar denies govtrole

Api. Axuzen

RENAGAR, MARCH 10
A fashion show held in Gul
mang last week during the
ongoing month of Ramadan
has sparkend a raor controver-
sy in Jammu and Kashmir.On
Monday, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullahclari Sed that the gov
emment had no invelvement
in the event. describing
Private affair

The issue led to pandemoni
um during the ongoing Bud-
get session of the J&K Leg-
islative Assembly, with several
legishators, inchuding mem
bers of the National Confer
ence demandinga discus son
an the fashion show, organ-
ised by fashion designers
Shivan and Narresh on the
Sisas o g

asa

Nasiral N.m\ rk-wnlnl the

it warned ofsecins conse
quences f such events were
repeated in the region Axsirma M

Proples Democratic Party e s som
(PDP) chi
also expressed her dismay. Luxury fashi

Mehbooba Mufti  XEw DRLIL MARGH 10 adi

Risdeeplytrou-  an & Narresh has issued a

s Designers apologise

A or any religious sentiments.

umm for all cultures and
s is at our heart, and
brand Shiv-  we acknowledge the con.
s raised. We sincerely

biing to withess vulgar formal apology after s apologise for any unintend

imajges from the recent
jon show in Guimarg. The  trigge

red widespread ok ske

ush-  fashion show in Gulmarg ed discomfort and appreci

the feedback from our

fact that such an event, rag disre.  community. We remain
which descended into an  specting senti-  mitted to being more mind
indecent  spectacie, took ments during holy  ful and respectful

place dwing the sred month of Ramadan Despite the apology, the
manth of Ramadan is noth-  The designers, known for  controversy has continued 1o

ing short of shockin
Mufti condemned the pro-
mation of such events, say
ing.“R is deplorable that pri
vate hoteliers are allowed to

promote such vulgarity videos of models in reveal:
Gooasile fhans antod s GG R fasr i gt o) Chont

and
faced strong and religious figures

wear  escalate, with several political

xk-lwth accountabil




Appeliate TDunaI,

(SCP) for the year 2024-25 Indent No. KRRDA/2024-25 /RD/WORK_INDENT-202

person ly nstructed
Advocate on 18.03.2025 at

RDB for the 2024-25 3)

Govn) 114 ) Ul
any: 13.03.2025 upto 16.00 hrs. 4) Da

ing o
& time of Pre-bid

3.2025 at 11.30 hrs. 5) Last date & tme for

M Name of the Work

Rs. 164

Rs.1.25,

11.00am.
Take notice Ihatin case of delauit

Class-lil&

IDocuments: 06-03-2025 to 17-03-2025 upto 4.00 pm 6) Tender Form Fee: As per!
Norms 7) EM.D. Fee: Indent No.202 Rs.: 2,00,000.00 8) Receipt of|

n your absence in accordance
wthiaw

16.00 hrs.

Provdng the sorvces of Soid Wastn
1) BEVP.

9.03.2025 31 16.30

hrs. 7) Date & time of opening of Commercial Bid (if posaible)

L o | Lakhs
Torcor Pariod: 12months.
Calendar of Events; (1) Tender documents may be donricaded from
KPP Porial hitps:/kppp kamataka.gov.in (2) Last date for recaipt of

DECCAN HERALD
Goldsmuggling:
Probe systemic causes

COMMENT

POWERMOVES

Dealingwith Trump’s
shock and awe doctrine

3at
Tnematonst Airport (KIA) after arriving from Dubai,
was found carrying 14.8 kg of forcign-origin gokdworth

'srupn\cpohc) shifts miitarily and y. has chal
lenged the US"hegemony as  global  Indiasdiscomior.
are rder; e
zulationofUS

can theworld keep pace?

ing the war has displayed its strength.
e

Rs12.56crore. Over

20 times,

lakh per kg.
Subsequent raids on her house led to scizure of Rs 2.67

Avar & bouia | |[Bid Opening Date: 18-03-2025 After 4.00 pm 10) . ” i
1t Foor A, 35 E8ock | 103.2025 Afier 11,00 pm 11) For more detals contact: Offie of the Execuvel | FourTh - - ’n":“”::u’u:’;": b;rx:f:‘r:"““w'w“z::‘"ﬂ::
Fioor Ann Nager  Completed Tendar shall be uploaded through Karmataka -
Cramatioo o | Engines. R0, PR.E. Project Dhision Rajapur Road Kelaburgi 2) Webaite || e i T b0 102 K| |t o chmity st . o s o
: ress: ppp. Tonder obtaned from g ortiom KPP Portal
Advocates for Appellant Sd/- Executive Engineer last date and bme stipulated.
Financial A RD. PRE. Project Executive Engineer (!\-) West Zone, BBMP Projact South, BBUP
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SPEAKOUT

ppeal to Muslims.. They should

duscelebrate Holiand not take

offenceifcolow smeared on them. If

they havesuchaproblem, theyshould stay
Thi

Haribhushar

n Thakur Bachaul,
Bihar BJPMLA

Apiece of advice always contains an implicit
threat, just as a threat always contains an implicit

What makes this case particularly troubling is the fail-
ure of central agencies at the Bengaluru airport to detect

her her
patterns. It was DRI's Delhi unit, acting on specific in-
telligence, that ultimately intercepted her. This raises
concerns about possible complicity or negligence by
loca! authorit

Tndia has maintained  diplomatic pleceoladvice,
MAJ GEN J'S KATARIA (RETO) and Jose Bergamin
has also S 224
an recent melidown involving ~ challenged the US dominance. On the _ later, during his viit to Ukraine and
Ponald Trump and Volodymyr ~other hand, atrilli the h
! ] Sxnid o et TOBE PRECISE
d-wwe pol donft augarwell o the US conomy. YUAD
i rump o make the ndorPacfc region e
order. Trump' y N is aimed at reinvigor-  open, inclusive. The 15 A TOGEN OF
unclear terms and played out  ating the mdu\trv andiesping e Us sery mecting
1 the media — projected US pawer 1o Willitwork?  held: after Trump APPRECINTION FOR
i 4 and dis raine’s signalled the contin RASING THE FIEST
interestsasasovereign state. His policy ued importance India gives to the US TWO KIDS AGAINST
s However, the US
The §364 million defence aid to Pakistan AL 00bst
pasition taken by the Trump adminis has sent confusing signals o lndia. X
tration points o a US alignment with between
the Kremlinand a shift away from “Trump and Modi during, their recent
rope and democracics. I this the way mecingatihe Whie House andanol
the new president wishes to make th ferof the F35 sale doa't point towards.

KIA. A
of K Ramachandra Rao, a senior
police officer, Ranya allegedly ex-
plmled ‘her family’s influence to by-

s security protocols -a
Plaring exampie of the VIP culoure
that undermines India's security
systems Thisincident mirrors past
scandals such as the 2020 Kerala
gold smuggling case where 30kgof
gold was smuggled via a diplomatic
pouch. Such abuse of bureaucratic
power tocircumvent security meas-

policy reform
thataddresses

bureaucratic
corruption, VIP
privilege

‘The ongoing investigation must go beyond Ranya and
her associates. It should serutinise the complicity of of-
ficers who may have enabled her activities, as well as the

Casecalls for

Viadimir Putinis focused on regain-
ing control over some of the erstwhile
USSRstatesand preventing the expan-
sion of NATO castwards. The oceupa:
tionof Crimeain 2014 andthe ongoing

are the two vital links in

his strategy chain. Control of Ukraine’s
Donbas area withits rare carth miner-
deposits would strengihen the Rus-

%t

——

Ukraine Black Sea accessand ocher key
resources, thereby forcing it to capitu-
late. Willche US beabletostop Russia?

With the US shifing s pivot. E
rope and other US allies sheltered

Reportedly, Pakistan supp!

Scant it Foour of i
On the contrary, Trump’s tanff war
has sent the rupee tumbling vis-a-vis
the dollar. Besides impacting Indo-US
trade, it would resultin cost escalation
ofourmilitary equipmentimports. The
delayinsupply of the F-404engine has
isrupted delivery timelines for India’s
LCAMKIAaircraft. ndia has large
ficiencies in military equipment hard-
ware and sigaificant parts of its milk
tary equipment are in various stages

munition and material worth $364
million to Ukraine, through two US

threat o national security fromthe ag.
gressiveand unpredictable neighbour

cturn, support:

under ¢ ‘S security s
theendof WWIlarevulnerable. Lead-
3 INATO

to tide over its economic crisis. Now.

e way

‘politicians. The

ok

et.Itis unlikely that Ranya's activities went o for o long
without high-level collusion. Her arrest is a wake-up call,

and VIP privilege that facilitate such crimes. To combat

forward, The recent visitof Emmanuel
Macron 0 the US witnessed hand-
shake: nhomie. Did it
lead to change? Friedrich Merz, the
newly elected leader of the Christian
emocratic Union in Germany, has
raised doubts on the future of NATO

aid of $397 million to Pakistan for the

“The Ukraine war and Tramp's pol-
icies have sent clear signals that no
country can fully depend on external
help for critical milicary hardware
supply o secrity garanee. As per

upgrade of its F16 fleet, much to Indi-
¢

front,Sheikh Hasina was forced to flee

the country in September 2024 and

make way for an interim government
i rported

eace Research

INPERSPECTIVE
Leadersintheir
ownright

Goingbeyond ... s, including by
tated o
Wt esddd

resentatives.
Here are just three ex-
amples from Karnataka. In

women are making
adifferencein local

Immulc India is the largest im. jovernance Raichur, former devadasi
porter of defence cquipment, This BOVEINANCE  jkjamm:
docsti' speak well of the DRDO and

ogramme. It UMA MAHADEVAN DASGUPTA

supported by the US. Despite the US
denial, it is befieved that the US Deep

is time 1o have a relook on Chanak-
s daam, di

school admissions for their

This includes dismantling smuggling networks, punish
ing the guilty irrespective of their status, and addressing
the root causes and incentives that drive these activities.
Comprehensive policy reforms, stricter enforcement of

steps towards preventing such crimes. The government

per-

petuating this llicit trade are brought tojustice.

R&D push couldbe
agame changer

T e Central government’s proposal 1o launch a Rs-1

lakh erore fund to boost Research and Develop-

ment (R&D) in the private sector may turn out to

be a major initiative to improve performance in a vital

area. Under the scheme, low-interest, long-term loans

will be offered to private sector companies to develop
iR

and demanded an upgrade in the Eu-

tectonic Europe’s depend
onthe US.
The rise of Russia and China, both

Martin Island in the Bay of Bengal,
Bangladesh

my, and place our national security on

RIGHTINTHEMIDDLE

Farewell to the familiar

I cleared the relics of the
past; the room was bigger
and nostalgia stronger

KSSPILLAI

children, and even access o

textbooks, pens, and scholar-

ships,tharthevillage commu-
id;

I n in this country
have remained un-

altectd by th rihns guar-

eConsti-  for election. Akkamma was
‘wton and the laws enacied
since Independence,” wrote
the Committee on the Status.
of Women in India in their
landmark mid-1970s report-

in Dakshina Kannada, when
noonewaswillngtodrive the
solid waste collection vehicle,

Nafeeza Tasli came forward
to drive the vehicle herself.
She s now president of the

Fifty years later, after an-
aher ntematona anrm
ay

E

wereoalysit: | the 1 take sock ofeha st villag panchayat, Kas
i he able for mpmgmc floor | s of women i India today. - write,activis, and advocate

Social media was recently Banu Mushtaq, whose book
relented, abuzz with a report from listed for the

inone suitcase.

T also had an old typewriter, which
had been used to type many of my ar-
ticles. It was a product of a renowned

Sarcesand blouscs mu:w promptly
discarded Anokdradi,aperecorder.

record pl al records of
movies and r--mr, fnctions tha had
years all found their

plm o0 t0p. ek L heag. Anodher bax

Chhattisgarh where a group
of men had taken the oath as
grampanchiayatmenberson
of their wives who ha
prsgbbac it
Whenasked, four of the elect

ternational Booker rie has
¢ served as a municipal
\anmlmdmbﬂ in Hassan.

“Hum hain Pradhan”
Even if these stories are not

3'

I locate munmheruncmnpmn

room. Over time, | had

ern Iaptops and desktops with their
facils Ald

Thad pre-

several things that were no longer in
use. | was advised that it was time to

serveditnonctheless. However myson
iggested we sell it 0 the ‘raddivala’,

Quiside the house, in a corner, we
had discarded our old mortar and pes-

the norm, they are not few
and far be Only
negative stories about proxy

theother! iwnwm-u.mny"m

te.sedfor foridlisand

fashi

way for the new. As

sultcass difficult 1 pen, g re
eywere

sold by weig!
Another lﬂum antique Ipossessed

Nk. which had ground wet spices.
ornumerousdelectabe dishes. These

. Onthe other
hand, some of the men said
they had planned to contest

, bus

widely circulated. Neverthe:
less, in the six election cycles
since the 73rd Constitution

Nirmala Sitharaman had made an announcement about

10 longer available in the market, as

graphs. Each roll could capture ten
the studio would

Theimpo the
R&D

inmultiple sectors.

‘The initiative marks a policy shift as it focuses on the
private sector. Investment in rescarch is low both in the
public and private sectors. India's investment in R&D is
apoor 0.65 per cent of the GDP. In the US and China itis
over 2per centof the GDPand the private sectoraccounts
for about 75 per cent of the total R&D spending in those
countries, Private sector investment has not gone beyond
35 per cent in India. This shows a
lack of enthusiasm among private
companies to invest in research.
“This is strange because innovation
through R&D has proven to be the
beststrategyfor companies togrow
and become competitive. There is
no major brand or product from
Indiawhich has madeamarkinthe
world. The new scheme s intended
to encourage the private sector to
support research by funding com-
mercially viable projects, on the
tnes of a roducrion-inked ncen-
tivesd)

TheRs]lakh
crore fund
from the
Centreaims at

Increased
private sector
participationin
research

wihwhelsthai couk be asly pulled

process the film in dark rooms using
chemicals i

Amendment, Indian women

mechanised grinders, mixers, ovens | since the seats were reserved  have made substantial pro-
withtimers,gasstoves, waterpurifiers, | forwomen, they "hadto"field - gressingrassroospoiicalin
their! sticutions. Their work should

o:xuummldnmsmnb«nw inamuch
cmed spa- lc« widely mp«)ru\l news . welldesigncd wnining, mer-

One box albums and My cious,and the n room ke small gram  toring, andthe thoughtful use

Toose black-and-white dding it e 556 hom non of aftechnology.

Most of the individuals in those pho-  the growing heap. gu abouthe emsthatwouldsoonbe | Rai nen were  As far as social norms are

tographs had left for the other shore. ‘raddfuala’Jeaving | elected toall the seats, from ~ concerned, an_ important

They were dressed in attire whose 2 the 15 wards to the position  way to bring change may be
of sarpanch. Further away, in through entertain-
Haryana, awomansarpanch, - ment. “Hum hain Pradhan,”

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

India must focus on its interests

take on the powerful khaps
or caste panchayats to fight
against child marriage and

Manju Devi in the well-re-
ceived series Punchayat set
in fictional Phulera. “Hum

i ihud

apni iy
sambhal sakte hain!

The US President Dnnl]d Trump'scl India has P k (1 am
ficantly because ‘some- % equipment is cation before marriage. the Chairperson! | can carry
body |«l|nallvﬂpu~mg them for what they have done’ India must pr isolated o out my responsibilties on my
3 et Ap ownl). Ultimately, women

As India's Commerce for women in local bod ableto

po
far been rather timid, unlike the tough responses from
like China, vda, and S's

Minister

rmmp;mxcmcnuundcr:mnclndmnusmun Fur-

tariff threats,

thermore,

Bengalury

stemic change needed

(Mar 10), it s boost for the region.
H

India. It ublic
fguescondinuetopolrse ocety

Irefer oS 28 judges

n loca
ies, Karnataka mlmdlncd say:*Huan hain Prodhan!

women in the mid 1900s.In ing
1993, after the 73rd Consti-
tutional Amendment, this
oportion was increased (o
%, including quotas in the
pasitions of panchayat chair
hair.In 201

panchayats are not dif-
ferent from the lirger society
we live in. “If they don’t give
youaseat t e abe bing
a folding chair, hiriey
Chisholm, thefirstblack wor

The Amb:mdhan National Research Foundation is
The

appointed t0 SCsince 2021,andnota  develop well pots  sanity rationaliy, S Congress
! (Mar9). andsecurity  pr

v i MBasavaraj, Davangere As o decentralisation of  Women andmenin eader-

welivein.  AKShariff, Mysuru power comes without articu: - hipneedtokecpametaphor-

outcomes in terms of new products, patents etc. India’s

32,and women making up just 14%

Religion over I'l'ﬂ.\(m

Why impose Hindi?

s was by

any measure a quietly pow-  every |1hlr where decisions.

lear that Union Home Minister Amit Shahatan erful moment for women's are taken. We can do this.
" X i s lnlﬂmyuur C Womcn shouldn’t have to
s the . . o i i 8 po ®
:f;:';';r;';::xx bl :gg’:‘“‘: fh ey pine POA yetspokein political institutions. Today, - waitfor an invitation. We can
x . Indi pat *and ‘Shamia beim- jor 5 Jude w
R&D base in every field. In many advanced countries, Latin America ~30% of relig ¢ (Mar n Tock mid el W o
sit ¢in 10). The ‘Samaj Can down award lists that doo't
inIndia, al institution: ed- 102021 dat: Party MLA Abu rural and Ve cannom-
The pr < Around1millon women. or  inate women for recognition.
standards of education should also improv. sarting at Sheraic chiange. Ll e can support: wormen t0
i oo o Bengalury aremembers ke up leadership positions.
peimary ex '|" rge g We can open doors, pull up
alsonee: 1 TRy . roza during RAmMZAn by a cleric, ane i - oot notomiti - afh e sectoted While it is common sense ~ chairs, and let women partic:
= Welcome boost x e e
inquiry Apropos 7 Kanna- d-ﬂc«n«‘ itisheartening that (Thewriter isintheIAS)
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‘“We have achieved ourvision of making Bengaluru water-surplus’

SB. There s some

A of last year's Hasthis
cute water crisis.| "xmwcrlhcl'hrr been achieved?

‘galore Water Supply and Ve i

(BWSSB), plus. We have built
climsthat Bengahuruis v watersurplus, 3 capacity 0supply 2.27SMLD of wate:

having developed the capacity to distribute.

arfier it was 1540 MLD. We have asuffi-

DH Nina C George, BWSSB Chairman
V Ram Prasath plains t

itynow. The only problem s \tsmbumn
his,

y
buiders and they

Weare

1 crore per month, By operating the full

. Ford With capacityof Catnery stage 5 urlosses
the challenge now lies in weaning people _ take piped water connections.But — s ‘month.This
off groundwaterinceruinareastnd en- _ areasrelyongromdvaserohichian. ¥ Raum Prasath Mang forboth 1000-crore

e conmecion o rcapthe bl of ey et “tmnmdw“dung BWSSB Chairman e
water security. Excerpts: whichoffer our website Here.the pro-rtacharges  onlywitha arfike.
bever byt Furthermore, there This . suc
“suvery “wuvery water ine istrib- and . uplosdedby cit-
nounced. o laid n 2018, and e Howwil  zens G h
and decided the allocations? GAILand
BESCOM have, unintentionally, damaged 2020
for bulding Whatisthe ournecwork. After eleasing the water consmer pornt.
148MLD hi
d e, Whererer there About 04 outol our2| year. W
isagap illage age: for G Y Here, people P
water 1 Lakesare
allocated Rs 1,000 crore, b il Stages, d del P As ssues pr
Vorld  tions,and ncww they saythat X andhelp
Bankloan. jons. We h w recharget.
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ssummer|

haunted by memories of kst year's
ite water crisis, However, the Ban-

yearthaty
:mmmm

galore Water Supply and Board
(BWSSB), the city'sprimarywater provider,

Wek hieved vision of making
Benp.luru vr.\mwmlus We have built

plus
having developed th Eectribe

ped ~-|-":

supply 2,275 MLD of water.
Farberllvml.S-K)Ml.D We haveasuffi-

water with
DH's Nina C George, BWSSE Chairman
V Ram Prasath Manohar explains that
the challenge now lies in weaning people
off groundwater in certain areas and en-
couraging everyone to apply for a Cauvery
water connection to run the benefits of
water security.

The state budget has just been an-
nounced. Has

itynow. The only pmblz-m uasmbunm
For this, people must come forward and

take piped water connections. But some

um‘n:lygn ng.me

heavy metals. We recommend switching
to Cauvery water connections, which offer

PANORAMA

‘“We have achieved ourvision of making Bengaluru water-surplus’

The
lnTuos(Ia\

terview

With
V Ram Prasath Man
BWSSB Chai

and decided the allocations?

‘The cabinet has approved Rs 1,000 crore
for building nine sewage treatment plants
(STPs) with a total capacity of 148 MLD
and 400 km of sewer line. Wherever there
isagapin the 110 villages, we are planning
to build the new STPs. The budget has
allocated Rs 1,000 crore, but this will be
inthe form of a guarantee for the World
Bank loan.

9

have notpaid 1o the BWSSB, Thereissome  You have been hinting at a water tariff
misunderstanding between apartment hilce. Is it necessary, given that people
owners and builders. \\kamndlcwm are burdened with hikesin
dmh\nglhn.w-.‘

laine th Water tariffs have not been hiked since
MMVcwdlefaudums othe 2014, and it is now important for the
ilders and they have not paid o BWSSB.  long-term sustenance of BWSSB. We are
\qumuhpu, currently incurring a revenue loss of Rs
41 crore per month, By operating the full

capacity of Cauverystage 5, our losses
fai may go up to Rs 81 crore per month. This
for Cauvery water connections, forboth  will gradually Jead us toa Rs LOOO-crore
:ﬂmm part revenue deficit annually. The rise in the
Weareintrod Joulastron i) M (ropbtrbrow,

mrwhslle .Here, the pmﬂmdww:s

only with a tariff hike,

hmcrqualnyvmcr Furthermore, there mlccrunnmnmgmmgwamﬂm pro-
way tomake Cauvery the Cauvery water linedistnb-  independent houses are different, and d details, upl by y lakes did ys
'y for ap: utor network was laid in 2018, andduring ~ people have had to pay more. How will  zens. Consumers will have to bear the cost — watter last year? What assessment has
the kst six like GAIL and of the additional length of pipeline needed  beenmade of their current state?
Cauvery  BESCOM have,uni i Pro-ratach din2020 tobe laid from the BWSSE network to the Weﬁlledlhoml!hhawuﬁuwcdml
Stage our k. After releasing the water d in the same. We are planning to wnu \Vemllpmdﬂslmd tofill 40 more |
intothese lines and k the leal d EMIopt deal with for deails of all uar.-mmdmxﬂmnpuuddrmym
nections? Complaints about notgetting  weare fixing them. About 104 out of plaints about huge deposits being charged  our 2,000-0dd registered plumb ill year. Wi
connections the existing 110 villages have been given for Cawvery connections. Here, people lxonour ebsite, and k 1] to study the implicati

Before the commissioning of Cauvery
Stage 5, there were 63,000-0dd

water. Land litigations are also causing
delavs in iy

nuns.andnawm)uws&BOOmm

tions, V

will have to initially pay a ok

ot ,n-w‘ i

olwngrmmwurr Lakesare

and pay As issues  being filled with
regards apartment owners, theysaythat  canbe raised body i u-uunp
they have paid changes tothe builders, who  constituted mhemnllech rechargeit,

Some scientists are confident that organs from genetically modified pigs will one day
be routinely transplanted into humans. But substantial ethical questions remain

RONI CARVN RABIN
nad00-acrefarminan undis-
closed location i

are delivered by C-section to protect them
from viruses that sows can carry, and bot-
the-fed instead of nursed for the same rea-
mﬂwymltptundnwmlymm

of their lives, given toys and marshmallows
asmmx&mhqdmlmwgoum
and play in the dirt like m'l’hrym

podeapis ™

'l\mm'ninmp?@mmnohbdd

d breakthroughs in dmmg and gene ed-
iting to realise the centuries-old of

senotransplantation — the transfer of ani-
malkidneys, hearts, livers, and otherongans
into humans who need them.

Success could bring riches to the two
biotech companies that are leaders in
this space, the Cambridge, Massachu-
setts-based eGenesis and the Blacksburg,

Virginia-based Revivicor, owned by United

‘Therapeutics Corp.
The demand for organs is huge. Mo«
than 100,000,

for donor organs, most needing a kidney.
Only 25,000 humandonor kidneys become
available each year, Twelve Americans on

Y

-?r

d

OH ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

.

Hope arrives on tiny hooves for
patients needing transplants

Mmdmgtheyoung

acentral role in this transforma-
tion. Prioritising mental well-be-

X-

ith a i

ceeding a billion, India

smnd.s at drc cuspof a
home

young individuals recognise
stress, manage emotions, and
build resilience to handle life's

to the worldslargest youth pop-
ulation. This presents a unique
opportunity for national growth
and innndah Amentallystable

setbacks. Strengthening mental
health resources in schools and
colleges—such as integrating
mindfulness and stress man-

ic:ln!lyr:rl:nenglhen the nation's

economy. However,as

evolves, so must our approach
to supporting young people in
navigating its complexities, The
shift tosmaller family structures,
rising academic and social pres-
sures, and the rapid integration
of into daily life have

agement pr
Trmncdamrndlms.

port networks, and salc spus

for open dialogue can help re-

duce stigma and encourage
. Further, fostering

open conversations between

parents, t teachers, and cudrms

aysthat

‘youth

gmwth mlhcrd:m rig-

thrive within them.

Mental health struggles
| 7

m;lhbtnﬁwd[m isessential.
Educalmnal nmmnm. mental

among young.
complex, interwoven socletal
shifts rather than any single

cause, T

NGOs, par-
ents,’ oq;anmhm.whhc
pollty institutes, and govern-

community

and
er-paced lifestyles—have given
way to more nuclear structures,

often leaving

support
systems—extended families,

to create sustainable solutions.
slow-  Collaborative efforts can create
innovative mental health solu-

tions tailored to lndns diverse

young
feeling mhlzd and emotionally
vulnerable, Bul‘Iying bothonline

and offline,

soci
Public-private partnerships can
brldge the gap between policy

further exacerbate these chal-
lenges, leading to heightened
y and ional distress.

ensuring
lha( mental health initiatives
reachthose inneed.

. first 1 iy amxety P T
er@‘medpiga?minmocha‘miunh Arecentstudy revealsthatnearly  ing for mental health resources
- Y [ Do b i In 15% of India’s youth require ac-  can significantly improve access
2022, mcurdms nccu'vtd permission to  happen atany pnhtallcrnwuwth ~in then at the University of Alabama at Bir-  rence Faucette, of Frederick, Maryland, uv:mmml health intervention, 1o care, Community-based in-
"hesaid. Th b i hotrained undk y. had heart failure. Faucette, 58, tneedfor  terventions and
mnmn.and then, last year, into hnllhcr smal,he added. “butitisnotzero.” Locke didn't make a public announce-  survived for only six weeks after the proce- S)ﬂﬂ'ltdﬂﬂsf Thef helpred g
people. N m. the e anurynfmm ment, waitil il her paper ibli dure, but his wife, Ann Faucette, said she ng mental health and
ngin dical, | d i gr Mmsnmrvumycﬂmmh encourage more people to seek
"Jusnm:ghe ynurmthdrwydmu whetheri plans apig vith and four Islikeyou'rein th leof! and with the right balance. This hehwimaudmrdjudgpmt
Bulmypmemsmlhmnmlure, i lenced to p d you h choi i b G initiatives can bring
ywhmlplsshdmywmmuluryuuf mdwmdmndulysls S fterthe pig kid ched bysharksorhavi Mmmkmprdessu help  mental health support to even
sccdust:‘sudMﬂans. everyother day, seei ll pigsh he brain-dead h andlhmalkm)w have a chance” Ann andaccessible.  the most underserved regions,
pmidmnmdc alr.(‘-:na& &:rnrtmmmmmlllc “My hopefora  ed fi i |l £ ld —mak: Tcdm and artificial in- ing no youth isleft behind.
is stronger than my fear i s lled  Th h Tha telligence will continue toshape  India’s young population is
alimperative tomove forward. of the risks,” one dialysis patient said in a  creatinine from the blood. the general public, butthe n-nutnnmlam le'sli king digi i joreco-
“Is it ethical w let th ds of people vey. In early 2022, a 57-year-old patient in - community was optimistic. Neither of the talliteracy | nomic facing unique
diceachyear i Se Maryland became the first human to re- pnnmu experienced a dreaded outcome, must i hall that impact their
something that could poss-br) savelheir ‘modified pigs, rather than chimps or mmalmn froma : jection,whenthek mvmsblrmhmhgyuseu\d mental well-being. The youth
lives?" asked David K C Cooper, whostud-  haboons, for a simple reason: Pigs are cas- d by Revivi d d lanted tuming onlinewell-being Fosteringdig-  mental health erisis is not just
ies xenotransplantation at Harvard and is  ier to raise and mature in six months, and l).mdaammhadahl: l ing  itblackwithint 'mlim'ltymahm about combating anxiety and
aconsultant 1o eGenesis. the size of their organs is compatible with unfmhnmaxdhadbcmbwh:dupma IannberTowamLomcy&'i. from n%\awm!umwunsm@ depression—it is about foster-
“Ithinkit's beginning to be ethicallyun- ~ adult humans. Sc at cGenesis first  heart Gadsden, Alabama, was sitting in her di- agency over their  ing resilience and adaptability
acceptable to let people die when there's igz kidl nacague I ll)mchalrwhensh:go(meallsiwhad dunlalmmmuns.Whmusd in a generation poised to shape
an alternative therapy that looks pretty - monkeys, Butwould itworki lowed on the waiting list for a b d ever since she h effectively, AT can bea powerful — the future. Tosupport them, we
encouraging” n 2021. -.mmm m«l to find  out, mk- hearthy following by rhi wol for learing, creativity, and  must create an ecosystem that
But critics say i i doctors'orders. Looney had kidney failure. But she also problem-solving, However, ex-  speaks their language, provides
huhu-‘snc MMymdm\urmmvu from a sci-fi novel. Wich the consentofthe  When Dr Bartley Griffith, a surgeon at mmcdnmbudlesﬂmnudcamrqm 3 i d bl freei
Eamiieuhe the Un i icalCentre,  tion likely. 10 unsupervised i ventions, and i mental
d P brain-dead  offered him the pig's heart, he wasnt sure  receiveadonated human anmumbuwmmmlhmlﬂ- health support seamlessly into
th _,,1, fh b 3 d il th cked  that Bennettunderstood, Thv: new hdncy dlmmd Looncys Ilh theneedfor  their daily lives. An integrated
moredonation, how(harbaisrmukd ‘Then Bennett asked. “Will 1 oink?* b;hmc_Wc guideyouth network of spcculucd pro-
And xenotransplantation is freighted  The novel idea has been attributed to The new heart started pumping after it urinate again, Her blood pressure normal- in using technol mthdrnd can sup-
with unanswered questions. Thomas Starzl, widely known as the fa-  was implanted, and Bennett's body didn’t  ised, her nausea subsided, her appetite vantage
Pigs can carry pathogens that can find  ther of modem transplantation, who died — tum on it, at least not right away. But his ktolife, bl 1k scv:kwwm from trusted in- nwr-needed helv 'NWN for
their way 1o humans, If a deadly virus, for  in 2017, Two pioneering surgeons tried it, Y nineor10city blocks ataclip, dividuals—b
example, were to emerge in transplant  though neither knew what the ocher was  aggressi P dhediedab Looneywasth i parents, or lricmls—whm they modern India. Earlv systemic
patients, it could spread with up to. One was Dr Robert Montgomery, a  manths later. the th th mark, and she flew home experience digital anxieties. intervention is key to nurtur-
consequences. charismatic surgeon at NYU Langone in  The official cause of death was heart  to Alabama lastmonth. ‘These mentors can helpidentify  ing a happier, more productive
It maght be years or even decades before - New York City who is himself alive thanks lulut,mlhsmheakhhdhmwdw ticsoby i imal the root causes of stress and be- youlh—m (hal vnll drive thc
symptomswereobserved, warned Christo- ! lant, He used fi nxu. i d Gn!ﬁthmﬂn their ongans as unethical. Still, the United haviouralchanges, offering guid- ~ country'
pher Bobier, a bioethicist from the Central  a Revivicor pig with a singl knocked Mohiuddin sais Slxlamscsllmosllsonullimmgﬁr d for healthier
Michigan University College of Medicine.  outand th it hed. T ber 2023, WaYS 1o cope. (The writer is aglobal mental
“A jal L dd  Th DrJaymeLocke, il “lom‘ﬁwap&g'slm‘ Law- mmmtm ducational i play  healthad:
OUR PAGES &3 OF HISTORY OASIS | TSKARTHIK
. . .
s s Thestrength of genuine friendships
USarmssupply to Pak figures Nitish resigns
inDaud-PM talks ntimesof uncertainty, a trusted shoulder to cryon,and remindyouof  The investment you make in these 1o face whatever challenges e ahead.
mm. March 10 friend shines like a candle in the your worth when self-doubtcreeps in.  relationships not only strengthens In life, friendships are often tested
New Delhi, March 10 day-okd NDA G dark—i i thahead  Their presence into lhebondb\lnllocreamamemir by adversity. While it’s easy to gather
in this regian and the in Bihar d d guidi ugh life’s chalk X i ingly of frominthe around for celebrations, true com-
USS. decision to resume arms supplies today. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar es. Just dle’s fi i ble struggle into darkest !l IFin times of
o Pakistan, which President Daud conceded defeat even before the House d\cymm.ngann:ﬁ-ndbnm amanageable journey. Inaworld that often feels difficulty. Hmwhngmumdymnd
described as "common difficulty” coukd divide over the confidence mation warmth, comfort, and unwavering However, like any flame, chaotic, remember that your by you when storms arise are the ones
by both countries, dominated the two and announced his resignation on the mpwlwhcnvmm:dnm this precious light requires strongest allies are the trust- truly care.
hour Indo-Afghan summit talks here Moor of the House, 1 accept that today Think of the had- v Buildi ed friends who stand by you. Friendship is about the unspoken
this evening, President Daud described Tdon't havea majority in the House and ows loom—the loss of a job, theendof  strong fiendship demands Cherish them, cultivate these  bond formed through shared strug-
the talks as “constructive and fruirful™ a i simply the weightof  time, effort, and mutual connections, and let their gles. 1tis in those moments of difficulty
and said these were held in 2 “most tion before the governos,” Mr everyday stress. In thesetimes,atrue  respect. Prioritise moments light guide you through life’s that the fagade of a friendship can
friendly and an extremsely cordial Kmrdzdndvmdemplyimmh friend stands beside you, not merely together—share laughter over inevitable power cuts. Afterall,itis  crumble, revealing who is willing to
atmasphere”. debate over his confidence motion. a quaaead(m% coffee, support each other in difficult mdx-conwmormfm-ndnhn we  invest time and resources into your
They listen without judgement, times, and celeb; il love, courage  well-being.



WTO's dispute resolution mechanism is
expectedtiodeal with t. But that mechanism
ishroken partly because the US hasblocked
appointments to Its ap
pushed further, it is ot inconceivable that
he US may decide o walk out of the WTO,
Just ke t withdrew from the World Health
Onganization. How e

this uncha
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ed territory in global trade
wherein the world's biggest importer s
using its leverage to bend or break rules?
These countriesare not taking it lying down.

reduce tariffs

late body. If | commerce minis

‘which India enjoys a large ©
Trump has said that India has agreed to ct 55 In
¥y ot it
Piyush Goyal 1o Wash-
ington. How \Iu\pl.n»unl.Al\d\«lul BTA
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‘onminimum support peices have notmoved
the ncedleon productivity and exports. Tiny
Nethertands, witha lindimass L% of ndia's
has agricultural exports three times that of
India'sin dollarterms.
Ouragri-exportscan goup multiple times,

b i o the benefit of its me
and poultry pnxlmuun Ironically, while
India does not permit the production o

sufficient
npulsesand edible il only with proactive
policies and an unshackling of farms
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Tribunal reforms are amust for
efficient resolution of disputes

Much will depend on the autonomy they'e given to function effectively as quasi-judicial bodies that can relieve Indian cour

s eapecively icepresie i Wine
International Centre and secretary general of
CUTS international,

ribunals were meant to be India's
answer toanoverburdened judicial
system—a fast-track mechanism to
resolve disputes efficiently outside the
iracioeal i coan srachere How
ver thedea of rbunals el fster
andbetter hernative tocourt ¢
worked out as expected. litwwaas sdociet
address its shortcomings, we will only be leaping
from the frying pan into the ire:.e., we would be
left with another hurdle in India's already slow
‘moving justice system.
Tribunals were established to handle exclusive

natters requiring specialized knowledge. Thy
rationale was clear: quicker resolution, expert
djdicstion sndaredced urden ancour
Yet.instead of s efficient quasi-judicial
‘oo sy telumals vt o
performers themsely

‘This malaise cuts across not just one tribunal,
but several. Such asthe Debt Recovery Tribunal
(DRT), National Com Appellate Tribunal

LAT), Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT)

and Appellate Tribunalfor Electricity (APTEL)

The 2017 Competition Appellate Tribunal
(COMPAT) mergervist L NOLAT i o m
unsustainable caseload for the latter. The NCLAT.
iready ke with ppaats wlerthe Companies
Actand Insolvency and Bankruptey Code, was
further burdened with competition-law cases. Asa
result, disposal rates fell. In addition, the benefit of
specialization on competition matters was lost

National Company Law Tribunal
6th floor, Fountain Telecom Building No. 1,

Near Central Telegraph Office, M.G. Marg,

Fort, Mumbai 400 001

tribunals fail t0 Mectively, the resulting
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Only English please: Trump's
order is more than symbolism

Itk yet anothe

isa Bkmmbe\ Opinion columnist covering
politics and policy

S President Donald Trump's recent
declaration of English asthe oficial
iguage of the US may seem rela
gn. lready speak

arrow in the US president’s anti-diversity quiver

history,
been muliple languages spoken. wr

eager tolearn it Under most presidents,

such a directive might have been largely

symbolic. After all, 32states already have

English as theirofficial language.
ButT t

providing non-English help. Nor should
official English be looked at in isolation. It
I just ope plece of 1 and-immigrunt

Hetas America
radecade, | d ibright o eubip s0d.
nearly every

Sl ot g
that 100 many of them came from [bleep]
coumtren AL acampagnevent st March,
he decried those who speak languages
“that nobody in this country has ever heard
of Itsavery horrible thing " In his address
to Congress last week, he touted his new
tive order and accused legal immi
beautiful towns

Now believe that

turefor creeping e nophobia.
One of the organizations behind the
pushis Pro-English, a strong supporter of
Traanp and  adrecacy growp wila
nda that Americans should
e -lhmrlnn,. The group bt ooly In
favour of English: it also wants o cur
use of other languages. The oganization
wants to end bilingual education in public
schoolsand halt the translation of govern
dhal

this new policy will “make the U
Statena stared home and emprwer new
citizens to achlev

lots—into other languages

‘rump's order states that *a nationally

20 that biaonder recogaiase and coe
brates the long tradition of multilingual

Englh

economicl litates against al
stability and efficiency—not just in theory, but also

withaclear

heir childre

Morsover, hete ndofappointing reiced judges

oribunals reflecsa flawed

There s hul- doub of the benefits of
Jearning Englih as apily s posibie
ewcomers B a

failuresis aq gthening
ecanomic goven
Moreov: m.-.nmmk.n..ml mvlm rofseveral

approact

Vakuable, he supposed technicalme i

maialy retired administrtoss. These practicesraise
b

ne angua
el g
The transition s cased with resourves while

fled and cohesive society” and will “culti-
vatea shared American culture for all citi
“That's one of those statements that
sounds like it should be true, but isn't

The US has never declared an official
languige, yet has been unified and cohe-
sive enough to be the workd' leading
superpower for &5 y

Thro hnull\m»xur\

there have

The DRT w; litate the swift of P - which alw
financial di 3 ly resulted in Lzedby classes for adults, important documeats | this country, Immigrants have poured in
ecoveies However,withover 215 AGipending | eficlency Fathe, tha ,ymu.‘ Alas,this mal entire " lingusledu- | from every corner of the globe, bringing
ourts. Thissh omentil governance. The erstwhil cation forchildren. theirlarguages and ethnic ways with them,

ooum dofostod. Tha et recovey eteof fasnciel
Institutions n 2022-23ell 0. 2% Similaly,
1

question:Is
heconcapus level ot llre s et of poe

PlanningC tify i, but the

dencoul ot get tracton

APTEL, envisi

xmnmnlmlm the powersector, lulmg\hn;.
withy

“2nd report in

Thisorder doesnothing of the sort. Itis
asink-or-swim message that urges immi-
Klyas possi

literally building the “shared American

cultue”ha Trumpriow thinks reqires
o

improper execution and hy?
ke the Central

crucialenengy
decisions.

i
Tibunal (CAT) and State Adinis
T

2017 ent;
nodal agency under the ministry of low and justice
P

quences.
1t frees the federal government and

trative Tribunal (SA

Further, the judiciary
tribunal matters has raised fundamental concerns.
Whe scom Disputes Settlement and
ppellate Tribunal (TDSAT) ruled on the adjusted
gross revenue | ourt

employee matters
efficiently and with finality. However, dissatisfied
employees prefer to file appealsat high courts
under Anicle 226227, which raises their work.

e Lan

it a
latary | h tooversee tribunals.

having to provide language assistance to
non-English or limited English speakers.

Fur intro.
due mW ol shita i ribunas fandcour
ea was discussed in 2011, but never taken for

1

o U.mmm aboout the legal
sandiogoftrunsl hey rolings arecontte

ded the constitution of National Adminis
irative Appellte Trtunal,positioned ahove high

i

Dacklogs st and s speedier esolution of
1 ma

il

Clinton's executivo order back in 2000
Pseri gl

Trum fus ncied that bscrder dossnot

Pleeaceie nm.-u whmmlmx ona

e long pushed for it and
|)|u|||mng it for years.
D. Vance hasalso been a

w York City Mayor David

es or groups
enon-En

ters pending

» famously referred to New
Yorkas"notamelting pot, but a gorgeous

overturned, tribunals risk being seen as ineffective | courts,but ke hoCAT. A Forces ghishassistance, allowingthemtomakethe | mosaic... of race and religious faith, of
intermediaries rather than authoritative dispute- \n 2001 A Jale. whowan ndis ministerof | Tebunal (AFT), Consumer Redressal final call. But th 1 g L of
resolution bodies. Not to mention the fact that the | Law and n,p ablishment | C AITAT have p M of | individuals whose families arrived
" ; to | betterinresol . the fate of tribunals in nownsurvival | day * But the mosaic

imperilled the telecom market If some operators a Earlier, in h Cswill do,and likel ethe pathofleast this country is rapidly
wind up, thus reducing competition. 1997, i ‘ourtin L. C s Judicial aut Without resistance. With areturn

\dding tothese concerns, the inefficienciesof | Uniong and right, non tucky | pot.

bunas dent auth lI|m.|hmIlI'\llxd>,IA\~ vy b

Delays in resolving disputescreate uncertainty. If

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN
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heword tarifF tracests origin to the

tribunals. A well-defined andstructured frame

‘Pragya Tiwari of CUTS contributed to this aticl.

MY

Houw to brace for ‘beggar thy neighbour’trade policies

imposes some tarifls. Import duties doserve | The'.
an economic purpose, For example, |
e 19% tariff on all

mas imposes an aves

Last 40-50 years functione
with low levels of tarifls

its na
An

imentof the US, p

jonal revenue base. Prior to the 16th
i

asignificant portion of US fed

dmost fully free-trade world of the
nably well
oss the board,
wof | T House havingcut
his formative business teeth during the
05

wary of erossing some DEI trip-wire by

cross borders in Asia many times before they
areshipped tothe US. In recent years, many
50 called ‘Chinese’ manufacturers have
moved ther final base 10 another country
ke Vietnam or Malag

w
tion a y are not only prized,
batmandated. r8L0OMBERG

the last country in the world to impase tar
5 evn Kodheroumiris remach gt
barriers. The Trump tariffera i thes
rousd B inorraed experiknend ATk

E

focused & vlh

din1913, inth
ral income

Asabic word arrafa, meaning notify. | wasraised from tariffs income Lction was | against other countries S can only eliminat USsnewtradepe
. . tariffs | using industrial policies 3 a peril

US President Donald Trump b I protecting | and subsid . Anexporter like i e dolar i the

notified the workdof isintentiontousetar- | domesticindustry, The US steelandalumin- | as he has argued, in large : i reserve currency of the

s trade deticit for the U5, CHINAwill need (0 ST L

Atits most basic. atariffisat:
an imported good or service. It can b
single product. a cat

xordutyon

y of .m.lmum
iic cou trument

s chairman, InKlude Labs. Read  applie
Narayan's Mint columns at I
wwwlivemint com/
avisbiehand

administ

In the first we
tion, all these forms have been
announced. For instance. Tr
tariffimposed on allimports that are prod-
uets of Chinaor Hong Kong. A 25
o T wa o bo appliedon godaroen
Canada and Mexicn earlier this month, bu
incethen, scverslcategories of products
red under the United States-Mexico-
1 (USMCA) have been

of the new Trump

wadtalo- | Colombian goods.
If those are

countries not hay

higher

of tarifT protection to combat w
nare unfair rade practices Beyond eco-
o, LT can e wsed s ot

way to change behaviour.
President 1mm|m11 entlystrong-armed the
President of Colombla into ace
retum of llegal Colombian immigrants o | the st
the US with the threat of high tarifls on

dvantages, then why do

tarifls on more

0ods? That's because fn an inter-depend- | Canad:

ent world, higher tarifTs at

levies and in an overall sense restrict trade
This defe

it retaliato

times between the

and80x. Thisscemsto have shaped hisviews

There s also an esoteric reason why the
i s

endsupbe P
be very costly for Americans.

o¢ other countries, the outcome of the

icy will dependon which

issubjoctto.China.
!ul lvN.\uu ‘would be best off foc using on
efficiency and productivity improvements
insch away hat th impat o America’s

o Meporied puu
andthelike from the US, however, makes for
0od politics but had economics for Chinese
citizens. Countries like India that are poten.

tlally subject to ‘reciprocal” taniffs should
me Americans politically. but use the
‘opportunity to reduce thefr own tariffs Ths

d Mexico, be f.,.( ending up s a
i

at they | which be considers a sign to focus on »
ofeconomic weakness. with doliars Is that the | war by imposi
Alss, this understanding i ile  workdimportsgoodsto he
ofthe S pomtion oy €fficiency while yediimperbaio e
incomplete and obsolete. i retirm. 1t US were to
ting the | Global supply chains and India CPUId e e nirphon der
cture of the U US pohcy tOits liquidity in the world | bl
economy have changed = would shrink, which would
materially. US auto parts trade ad 4 ?
0 back and ot sevesl ductive to the dollar’s role

a8 the workd's reserve cur
rency. Should the dollar’s status as the

on Mexico and Canada would, b

ome under serious thre

India'stradewiththe US, For
Canada and Mexico, though, the palicy shift
Isanexistential thr are very few
options vailable to them other than hoping
that domesticobbies inthe US willforce the
T hand,

some esti

Iy experiencea
especially given the cur

dictly lmpact countrios ke i,
rly every country in the world
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 which will

expensive everywhere

princip " advantag
nations, thereby making goods much more

Ameri

hese
irrational tarifls.
re

y about 23

cross borders. Similarly, electronic g

e of s auomobie components

deficit amounting to 125% of GDP fand
growing). Paradoxically, the US should be

BUSINESS OF LIFE « WELLNESS

ble. I'sspreadwidely,"saideconomist Milton
Friedman
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The world of instant
gratification has left
us stressed and
anxious. The antidote,
science says, lies in
controlled discomfort

TeeBack et com

o 38 year-okd Delhi hased
. stress had

companion.

executiveatamultinational
firm, his days were a blur of deadlines,
meetings and endless notifications. After
work, he would collapse onto the couch,
gendlessly on his phone, snacking
n comfort foods, and convincing himself

P S =t S O

IMPROVE
TOLERANCE

Here are three physical activi-
ties that prove that

out of the comfort zone can
be good for you.

fatigue.”

saysDr. Chavda

TRAIN THE MIND
Beyond t(uwvmu-' regulation, discom.
fort-hased practices can help people
developemotional endurance. Dr. Chavils
notes, “Athletes, military personnel.and
even monks use the
enhance mental resilience because by
exposing yourself to small, controlled
stresses, you train the brain to remain

to

Activities such as cold showers
or ice baths can lower anxiety
and improve mood. "Cold ther-
apy increases the release of

c v
Dr. Nagpal further highlights how
these practicescan help individuals navi-
o generational and technological

mitter that enh: focus and

shifts. “Younger generations feel
pressure p st
ding o anxiety and

helps regulate emations. It also
reduces inflammation, which s
often linked

!
ety gt Contrcd scnton
acts as a grounding practice, allowing

ey
chologist Swati Dubey.

INTERMITTENT |
Thic it rrrr e r S

and
bulld resilience.”

DON'T OVERDO IT
While controlled discomfort has numer
g ———— 'y




about 66% to Checkpoint’s last  holder Fortress Biotech will receive
close on Friday, Sun Pharma saidin  royalty payments on future sales of
an exchange filing. cosibelimab for a set period, as per
Checkpoint shareholders could the deal.
also receive up t0 an additional  The company's shares limbed
0. ifits g highof€1,643.200n
the deal

the BSE
1 in the European
Uniomor ey Buropean markets by
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y2022
Sumant Kathpalia only a one-year
tension,

The board will evaluate both
land

id thebro-

and future strategic

- kerage. decisions, noting that a re-rating for

tionforthreeyears Investorswerejit-  the CEO position, he added. Of the 51 analysts i Indusind Bank s unlikely until fur-
teryaboutthebank's near-term earn Reacting to the RBI's decision, y

ingsoutiook iple analy the  ing, 15 have‘hold'and six havesdl  felers oat s price target on

bow kand g U Indusind Bank to ¢1,080 from

mits 1,200 eartier but maintained buy’

Maonday.
Speaking to an analyst on Mon

financialexp.epapgin ‘. .

cadler atingof neutral andalsocut

New Delhi s

’from
its earlier rating of 'buy’and cutits o thest
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Poverty of ambition

Zero tariffs for US drugs cost little but Indian firms must
look beyond branded generics, seek R&D-driven growth

AL

toaddre
i pmcnua]ly arising from eciprocl tarifplan by the
US, India’s basic
country be reduced to zero. This may sound curious because dﬁplu: the
it

ments of Indian industry are still perceived to seek protection from

HE US SECURITIES and

@ INDO-MAURITIAN TIES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Mauritius is a close maritime neighbour, a key
partner in the Indian Ocean, and a gateway to the

©® TECHPROOF EXPRESS
AS SEC WITHDRAWS FROM LEGAL BATTLES AND WORKS ON PRECISE RULES, STAKEHOLDERS MUST STAY ENGAGED

A pivotal retreat on crypto

African continent...Deep mutual trust, a shared
beliefin the values of democracy, and celebration
of our diversity are our strengths

triestoreconsidertheirapproachestor
ital asset oversight. If global regulators
beginadopting mare permissive policies,
it could accelerate the mainstream ad

shifted its approach toward ]
imports. The US imports pharmaceutical formulations worth $9 billion e e SIDDHARTH PAI ' el e e 0
from India annually, which is roughly a third of India's total exports of ol g prtic vt i outyeringapinowsghit
et st ; (i Technology consitantand venture capitlist b S 4
and crucial for Indian drug-makers. e Thot Tt signals a slgmmanl Ay ogen [# oo Dl the Ampmmmuhnsll( is
i o . change in the regulatory landscape, sening its grip on the crypto industry,
departing from the previous administra {his it shoudanot be neerpreted 5
drugs.Just 5. S against thecrypto | in EC pi B . Instead, it
India, A "being industry. It aises crucial questionsabout | lawsuit against Coinbase, reinforcin; acts
g .
sold the . lity,cost half the i gency ng K
A hift Coin- | investors, particularly those who have | crypto regulation. The SEC's lawsuits
uch, forl i bes P inst Kraken and C.
loen, vith ruost attractiog ill o llesal evien Anywey,sther than tac financlalecosystemn. i space due to re: ,theSECs | a critcal legal queston: Which cypto
iff i " :
Big had bee:
Pharma. So,the IPA's suggestion is doable and pragmatic. facing Theagpmy Y e hon o dup v cooes
i at becaderpol TheSECkpel. | gort thatt maybe peepasing toaddress
for Jso.What s likely to form Thelnwsuit mary,
hit them, rather than any further lowering of o The SEC
" la's : that cerfain crypto transactions on | mare lenient approach, in integrity of
:,“?" “fll‘"‘i"l’ls;.m"' "f“.'l'; wammf”m":ﬁb‘:" p.;gm“;:‘;')'“:":‘ Kraken's platform fell under securities | contrast to the previou - Jets groundwork for developing a compre.
demand that India must eitherremove o diutethe Secton 3()of the Law, thereby requiring to hensive rulebook for cryptocurrency
'atents Act, - egis H under i strategy. This ate for bad i
the current theSEChas | change hasnot USand st of the world.
in 2005, yet i y 5% of India's preju- | ticed within the crypto
v jeopardi dice,meaning it cannot e refiled. Cru- | industry, which has long market and

niess model of Indian companies, which have traditionally been adept in

adnimmg any wrongdoing, nor did it

taintyas a significant road-
block to innovation. With

reconsider now

consumer losses. Crypto
markets, still largely
volatile and unregulated
compared to traditional
cial markets, could

see a rise in speculative and high-risk
r-

companieswill feel more confident about
launchingnewservicesand enter
‘markets once regulatory guidelines are
firmly in place. Rather than navigatinga
constantly shifting enforcement land
scape, businesses would have more

explicit

inthe country. S mm(mngesmmmmcssopmmm the SEC stepping back,
et what as quikly framed thisdecion 333 | cypto fims now see 3
ical” d g by patent authorities is also p lid ictory,
€ highly-pri ici uw opportunity for greater d
faringup, dgialasess

Patent grants in

eight-fold in five years to cross the 100,000 mark in 2023-24, but this is
e “patent

thickets"bei

, which, in India’s case, is

less th; 879% for China.

base,another leading crypto exchange,

f this regulatory
mm are fu m.:chmg For the crypto

Ing certain cryptocurrencies that the SEC
claimed were securities

m(.reawd lnv\-smu-m and innovation.

(rbgyls37ja). Coinbase, like Kraken,
pushed back against these allegations,

g drying
up),itis incumbent on Indian compariestosalse RAD spend, especially
tropical i
trex Indian companies cannotbe mmcm with the slim nppununﬂy of
regime is imp long

inter
low-income consumers.

Shareholder
capitalism is back

THE VIRTUE ECONOMY, the anly bubble | have ever called,has now completely
burst.

with US securities laws. Now, in surpris-

sight.
vation with consumer protection will

‘The SEC's decision to withdzaw from

regulatory approach unfolds.
The SEC's decision to scale back its

sents a pivotal moment for digital asset
tion. Asthe SEC works toward estab-

also influence regulatory. attitudes
States. Other nat

5

lishing more for the
industry, stakeholders must remain
‘engaged to ensure that the benefits of

their position. A more predictable and

cooperative regulatory

by the SEC could

sumersafety.

Strengthening higher education

fo@  FURQAN QAMAR

Chieadior tothe chancelorat tegral

Ureversty, Lock
hd =

NITI Aayog focus on raising quality of state public
universities is welcome, but it must not neglect support
to self-financed higher education institutions

PUBLIC-FUNDED STATE universities,
‘which NITI Aayog in a report last month
referred to as state public universities
(SPUS), play a pivotal role in providing

t.

tions offering non-degree programmes,

2011-121016.2lakhin 2021-22 Nextto
5%

regional development
‘The report has many

y
improve the quality of education in SPUs.

‘Thus, university teaching depart-

growth during this period.

‘The most critical ones
and maintaining quality infrastructure

10 pul
funding as they were established on the

P higher education in India. Numbering education u\mlmem Nearly 549 are
h d a 95, and augmenting teaching learning, and
st fi y 1s) nd facilitie sentific,technicaland 1
“The d Given their the 11th Plan from students. They meet
1970, d boards b le gosl: for It Is good that SPUs are in focus.  recurring expenses and service their
tomaximiseretum to their shareholders. revival and upgrade. Later, in the 12th develop- the triple objectives of  development debts solelywith internally
Plan, the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha  ment,researchandinnovation Thisleads  expansion, equity, and excellence in  generated revenue.

lessin 2019, when 181C £
g the chemand. In2023-24, dent ind appol of i
benefit of all stakeholders i e d faculty whichare  forefront of pay scal learness
eholders”. Indi allowance, and the costs mummz
unclear. tionof €1,500crore. Thi lly-spon B regu
1 y he Pradh di pr , he institutions
£l ell, Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan in  pedagogy, industry inter- e et he Natonal i themmaetven I  chich-27 stua
sectorbuy- h 2023, The 202" face,pl t,and At the costof  Education Policy targetof tion. If they raise fees, their pro

p L
“The NITIA:

progression.

grammes will be o0 the

I providing higher  ratioinhighereducationta  population they cater to.And they can-
theAssociation of Indian Universities has. lot from one another, and ion rises, 0%by d hely
anindu blished ded  thi m ha bttt 0 p I

marketers, “Expanding Quality Higher Education  reportisofimmensevalue it third-largest positionsoon.  they risk losing qualified and talented
sprang up. It is hard to put a number on the size of the h States and State Public Universi- shares the experiences of hr-a faculty and staff, which will adversely
ties" It stresses the need to strengthen  many states with strategies, in a catch-22 more riicalas India seeks  affect the quality of pmgrzmmes and

Virtue became a bigger priority among university SPUs, which it believes is no longeran  plans of action, and road situation f students.
nistrators, at non-profits, and in the media. ‘option buta critical nec maps for improving quality  es—— 10 (he levels of developed ublic funding by self

remember talking to a business school dean in 2022 The NITI Aayog xepml recognises pmnmngmallmam count Plssery pm'aw higher education insti-
who noted that many more students were aspiring to SPUS'role in educating millions of stu puN universities It assesses ground real- Atthe same time,we cannot under.  tutions s scoffed at because t could lead
hard Itpoints  ities,tak: h
tomonitor,and stable. maynot institu
By2025, Itooka £ pror ation. I These,alongwith
lton Fried- sionals, researchers, innovators, and el ing profit. Besid
who will drive India’s  cat althoughthe  (SFPDUS), all ULls in
company's bottom line for it tojust focus on profits. growthstory Ind higher AsNITL
financing, empaw- educationstudentsenrolledinuniversity  quality of SPUs, it must not neglect
ered governance, and focus on quality In India, y supporting self-financed higher edu
the capitalism® model pi g ‘word) teachingand h, SPUs can beco orethan 749
‘groups againsteach other. Gmimsol xitlunhapiogtiabion.  Mikdenti acdeteoled iy olleger Al g institutions. Their , and quality improve-
the I s Every g led in stand-alone institu-  entolment jumped from 2.17 lakh in  ment initiatives.
better than
another's. ittends notto
boast employee morale, but to be divisive.
ey THE EDITOR
haveright:
pursue pr would take il prices and well has his intent to ramp up Inflation subsiding the market, helping stabilise overal
risks weall end up paying for. theiri production in America itsefwill price levels. Withinflation trending
eirimpact ensure oil prices are not going to India's inflation rate i likely to drop downward, the average rate for 2025
itisnotthe CEQ' p I st Apropos of “Softening oil prices" (FE,  shoot up anytime soon, and arelikely  below 4% in February 2025 for the is expected to be around
I through March10) ffone consaers sl the tofallin kwould firsttime , driven by creating room for polenml mteves!
L Jation, and taxati economic moderating food prices, particularly ate cuts 1o suy
ntagreewith,voters can hold them accountable. he flower oil of Vegetabies, puses, and ce«eals rowth. Lower lood prices cesand
G there will need b , giving the , thus boosting roled
being o et 98%, down from 1%in purchasing power and further
Atleastthe UsPresident  ttwould al paty  January, gt
he well-edi in power to renforce its claims as & Bank of India's medium-term target. Amajeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Donald Trump' p
against the Organization of the
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Infosys: Accelerating dellvery excellence

© The company is
powering mega-deals

GROWTH MOMENTUM

Constant currency y-o-y revenue growth trend (x, un 15.0ec 24

through partnerships 2

IT MAJOR INFOSYS' pursuit of
mega deals over the past two years
hasgenerated both excitementand
concerns. Dinesh Rao, EVPand chief
delivery officer of Infosys, has pro-
vided key insights into the com-
oy’ capeblfiios i cccstcting
g mega-deals. These
include: m Tatoeys 1 cfﬁvcnvelv
TG (o o SR S P e

Infesys y-ory c/c revenue growth (%)

6
.n 18

Dee 24

o
r Shyamal Majomaa it Dol
ithout eiorwritien parmiasion & peahibited. The Francal Expresst

This reflects easing inflationary

dian Express (P) Ltd,

9810,

New Delhi S

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

Mega-deals are ecosystem-driven, where Infosys
integrates a range of partnerships to deliver
business outcomes. These partnerships are built on

of responsibilities

sharing

—Kotak Institutional Equities

Optimistic growth
outlook for L&T

® Real estate, defence,
thermal power are
key growth drivers

DESPITE A SHARP increase in

crore in FY25e), L&T is optimistic
about order inflow growth
AT S e h e e
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Historically |

only been able to go for underweight stocks to the mmumx

they are prosent in benchmarks. But with equity Jong/short SIFs,

managers can fully express their negative views on stocksand A

mpnm produc m.nh. i client. Good fnancial advice has
peen more valual
b

sectars by shorting them, thereby eroutper-  lly .
formance to unitholders. tors have tremendous advantage because they can invest less

“The concept oflong ) quitiesand AMCand, henc " i

oes y SIFs have the opp avariety of offerings from severnl fimd howses. \]h\nlln ove Invest with Bandhan Mutual Fund today. #BadhteRaho
wnity L fe toacore. X bandhanmutual.com

, debi dities,  recordsand battle intough marke g

ToIT REIT put thener new MUTUAL FUND INVESTMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO MARKET RISKS,
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I someone can create an offering that cansistently delivers o greater

Tow-teen returns with los volatility, the sky Is the limit in ter
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Marketindices flashing
red shouldn't stop IPOs

India’ stock market correction has slowed share issuance down. Ri

however,

off investor behaviour,

does not mean value offers will be overlooked. Confident issuers should go ahead

ate in August, kmarket’s
bull run was close to its peak, the ini-
tial public offer (IPO) of a two-wheeler
dealer with a handful of employees
managed toattract bids worth 400
times the amount of capital it sought
to raise. That was the level of enthusiasm back

frothy What began as shudders
from global money going back to China—after
its central bank lent equities policy support
turned into a rout once the dull.n began torise
and Indian stocks started

THEIR

Trump's political coalition could
collapse under its contradictions

Divergent world-views may co-exist but people

i advisors, but my int
punh [xx;hnlun worricssndsakdthat

special agendas make ruptures all but inevitable

surpesng thit ey bold Silcon Va.
ley's techno-feudalists'in contempt.

were bigger threats. He was interested

nationalist, has gone sofar as o,

isaprofessor
economy at Harvard Kennedy Schoot and
the author of ‘Straight Talk on Trade: Ideas

inhis boss’s commitment to tariffs,not | Muska“parasitic legal umm,.vr.uu
any |m~\lMl‘ impact on democracy. Muskand what he represe
Similarly, on P stopped.
Kien's podeast fee i j
try, it y the workd.”

for Trump w by the W h

' i hefsamajor fig
Biden had "hasically told fsocia} urein the MAGA movenent and has

platforms: You have to;

for a Sane World Economy n standards of good behaviour mﬂm Yet it is clear that Musk now has
online,” Gurri claimed. Yet the curbs Trumy's ear. The White House has
Trump has placed on speech by civil given free rein to his Department of
p i Governr en
office riding a wave of hostil ties. o Eveiti (e Teaders
dos that T les (courtiers, really)

against elites,” his enablers are

p
Gurriseems

A,..lum(.n ‘hotherso that none amasses
he

first term, Immph_h\mmlmdulmm—

unfazed 3
beating ‘wokes' apparently matters
st Amendment.

cmpalichos WallStreetfinanciers,
momic nationalists. But this
se groups have been joined by
ol e ichmo T, pee
sented most gharingly by Elon Musk, the
world's wealthiest person.

What unites these groups, atleast for

‘With narrow agendas placed sbove
democratic principles, the risk ofaslide
toward

canitay ontopand leverage conflicts
for his own advantage. But such tactics
workbest when the rivalry ls over gov
ernment resources and rents, Father

abvious. Fortu

Given gent workd-views and

come sth
will clash, causing the

plicy pref
i

mhm Inevitable llu(ulu\»\unhhunh

now, snot T ter or leader
ship. Rather, it isthe be
specificagendas will b by
under Trump. Conservative Republi

cans want low ases andles regulation,

toimplode. The sharpest line:
fict nationliss

ht. Both

afte paraiis o willone
h Wil

and the techno

themselves asanti-system and both
want to disrupt a regime they feel was
impaosc by Demmocrarceles. Bt the

especially when judged against yields on safe
'Sassets. Recent corporate results have been
bl bulls. While a risk-off mood

thenamonginvestors, 10 pour
big bucks intojust about any business going
public. Cut t0 2025 and that boom seems like:a
distant memory, with the rush of companies
hitting the capital market thinning out amida
secondary market sell-off. Take these Prime
Database figures, s reported. In September,
Indiasprimary markel saw as manyas 21POs
Last month, this ktojust

has clearly set in within the country, what we
have witnessed is a correction. Price bubbles
that got inflated by excessive money chasing
stocks have burst and the froth has slowly been
settling. But this does not mean that the market
has weakened asan allocator of capital. In fact,
with stocks tradingat more realisticlevels, it
better job of placi the

three. Other months—barring Deabar
after Indian indices peaked on 26 September
alsohad low IPO counts, although the sums
raised form a jagged pattern. It isalmost as if
stock-price tickers flashing red have been taken
asa 'stop’sign. According to Prime Database,
more than two dozen companies that got IPO
approvals from the Securities and Exchange
Board of India between April and December are

hands of those who'll make optimal use of it
Capital raisers need not give up their plans.
Unless they reckon that their offer prices may
be seen as Lo high, a risk that attends IPOs of
shares whose intrinsic value is hard to assess,
they should count on market participants to
make judicious decisions. Indeed, companies
confidentof what they re offering should not be
deterred. Risk-offinvestor behaviour doesn't
mean val willbe overlooked. Selective

yet head; some of them now
ofletting the one-y idityof Sebi'snod

investments in businesses that can truly reward

expire. Together, they plan 42,390
crore, but seem to have had second thoughts.
Investorsat large having turned wary of share
purchases s easy to assume. The Sensexand
Nifty, our key benchmarks, are down about 13%
from their peak, while midcapand smallcap
indices have lost abouta fifth of their value.
The declines are deeper in stocks that are not

Punters looking for
listing pop’gains, of course, will and should
stay away. Afterall, current circumstances
foramarket-wide return to true value
given moment, there is usually plenty of smart
money waiting to be deployed in worthy busi
nessventures. Promoters may be tempted to
seek private-equity funding instead, but rasing

all

included in suc
What led to this sell- nﬂ ‘hm'lgnm\ st
pulled out in droves, perhaps aware tha

!
had overshot camings and the market was too

public market conditi

sign of confidence. They'd do the open marketa
favour by testing the classic dictum that a good
deal nevergetslefton the table.

MY

end ‘woke censorship,” while the tech-

no-right wantsa frec hand toenact its
ofthe future.

tive of their pet projects,

these groups all regarded Kamala Harris

asahindrance and Trumpsanally

the Democrats be able to capitalize on
Willthe prospects for American
demaocracy be revived or diminished
evenfurther?

to America
abroad ive US fac Economic ) return
tories. Free-speech absolutists want to uum\ummw m_u\udh\ industrial

mmh |~|Iml<\w educated working

Abrun ukpls One is populist, the ather
elitist. faith in the wisdom and
commonsense ofordinary folls, he
other privileges technology. One wants
\astoplmmigration the -.um

ked to Trump's
anti-elitist mm.,mnummmu.«u
Noneof the contending wings of
Trump's coalition offersa compelling
vision far them. This applies even to the
cconomic nutionalist thir hetori

but seem willng o overloak Irum]n
agenda

s paro-
chial, kumu;lnmlm Onawbirn
theotherto

eterved lr-\\(lx«'llanmulln ant

democratic impulses and contempt for

therule oflaw. and they’ u.qun.“u
During Trumps sha

!mw o il revivalof fuctory
. As different elites fight

empowerit.
and the other ~,.,mn,«.

dthe wealthy

for their America, the
urgent policy agenda needed o create

im to speak

for those Musk's env

ina post-inus
trial soclety

So, itisnot
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that ir
failus

L

in order for the extreme:
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One of the important factors
behind the fluctuation
between bull and bear

markets, between booms
and crashes and bubble

W

tor memory he
and fail univer:
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Formulate a plan to boost India’s agricultural exports

AJIT RANADE

Canada and China have slapped retalia
fory tariff Ottawa syt will eplce Call

from 2015, This peotectic
biy caused by the misguided notion that it

st rift was proba.

1 poultry exports s far from commensu
rate with the potential. We have a great

‘hina
has| lm)nmxlunllmi m 1 hicken,

he ‘Make in India’ initiative oract a

th

Isa Pune-based economst

S President Donald Trump issued

wheat,com, oy, <>1).hum <hm procicts
andbeef. These protectionist measu
late WTO rles. But here i another twist.

opportunity
cotton, soybean and pulses, fonly genetl.
cally modifed versions ae allowed o be
grown. The white' re

for the sectors granted produc tion linked
incentives (PLIS). Thiswon't work because

true of imported edible oil, on which India
has hug
tre for Sc nd £
Inclanewerouaknowiogly conmning G
food bocue these came a ngredient n
GM Brinjal, 1

exicaand

tariffson

China. Fortherest, e has proposed a recip:
rocal tarifTregime. pushing exporting coun
tries toeither rechuce their respective import
tically or be shut out of the US

2 April

umm peseed oil,aquatic products and
pork in response to Canada's levies on Chi
nese electric vehicles, steel and alumisium.
This seems like an all-out trade and tar

] n..m..« gttt Sty vak
I maybe not.

Never mind that applying selective tariffs
violates the Most Favoured Nation (MFN)

ules of the World Trade Organization
(WTO). If someone raises an objection,
WTO's dispute resolution mechanism is
expectedtodeal with it But that mechanism
Isbroken partly because the US has blocked
appointments to its appellate body. If
peshed fortie. ko ncocestvablethat

1S may decide to walk out

Wean u|umlunn\wnnun
india has decided to pursue a Bilateral
Trade Agrecment (BTA)with the US, it big
gest trade partaer, and the only one with
which India enjoys a large trade surplus.
Trump has said that India has agreed to
reduce tariffs “way down” after the visit of
commerce minister Piyush Goyal to Wash
inglon How this plays outand what BTA
deal is hammered out remain to be seen.

st kst witbdrew trom the World u« i

ization. H

Todka ox 0 puat, s o tmban  danl

cotton product huy(.nlhu rted
obalva h h e

across national bounda: . : was hased initially on llicit
ies Indiasexporstendto  LOWENING tariffs (Ll g rivdecorbT

bemport ntnsie. s cotion. But eves
tomeofsmarphones,  £0 MEELTIUMP'S 4yl Frers
als, gems won't V

oo i, b mumnm.;lkm

xports. nmm.nu.....n
‘many other shackles. such as froquent bans
b

tions,barson forwand markets and vasiety of

and jowellery and pet
Jeum prodcts Lowerg
protectionist barriers will

hurt if India can

access (0 herbicide-toler
ant BT cotton o protect the
cropfrom pest attacks. Our

help importers wl mpm i adoption of genetically
components for lift farm output madified (GM) food and
oot Lonwor AN Al and penetrate crops has been painfully
spur competitiveness in
the global arena, export markets
Agricultural products
offer us a large untapped Asia, ..u muum«\ except
otential for exports. Indi  Pakis d.ux
ducerof milk, roduct *
Iy 0.25 ‘qnn».\mnlnkm industry recov [lhmml

nm uncharted territory in global trade

iggest Importer is
0 bend or break rules?
These countries are not taking it lying down.

wherein the world's bi
using its levera

mint
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d export opportunity
Tariffreduction under the alibiof Trump
prossure s overdue in India, since tariffs
have drifted up by 4-5 percentage points

coastline. our share in fisheries and ma
epurts e about 4%, Indhy ha the works
i

havean anti-farmer bias.
|mnmp-~mah farmers, there has beea a
proliferation of subsidy schemes for fertil
izer. seeds, credit. water and nowalso direct
cashtransfers. The heavy hand of lange-scale
wheatand rice procurement and the delte
‘on minimum suppost peices have not moved
the needle on productlvity and exports. Tiny
Nethertands, with s landmass L3% of India’s,
has agricultural exports thrve times that of
India’s in dollar terms.

ur aggi-exports can go upmultipletimes,
and the country can become self-sufficient

and poultry production. Ironically, while
India does not permit the production or

l
policies and an unshackling of farms,
Trump's insistence on lower duties will pose

livestock (536 million),

bt our share in meat

VIEWS

taining GM corn are allowed. The same is

hesdway into America and Europe
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Tribunal reforms are a must for
efficient resolution of disputes

Much will depend on the autonomy they'e given to function effe

PRAL

respectively vice president of Pue
Vormahional Coaers s Secaian y geneal of

ctively as quasizjudicial bodies that can relieve Indian courts

MINT

Only English please: Trump’s
order is more than symbolism

It’s yet another arrow in the US president’s anti-diversity quiver

s Bloomberg Opinon columnit covering
politics and palicy.
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{OPINION

Editor’s
TAKE

Veni,
Vidi, Vici...
Team India lifts Champion's trophy after its
convincing win over New Zealand

n a moment of glory that will be etched in the annals of cricketing
I history, Team India triumphed over New Zealand by four wickets to

claim the prestigious ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai. It was a vic-
tory bullt on sheer y skill, and
composure under pressure. The win not only solidifies India’s dominance
in the white-ball game but also reaffirms cricket’s rolo as a unifying force
in the country.

From the very first match of the tournament, Indla exuded an aura of
invincibility. The final against New Zealand was no exception, Restricting
the Kiwis to a manageable 251-7, the Indian bowling attack—led by the
mesmerising spin quartet of Kuldeep Yadav, Varun Chakravarthy, Axar
Patel, and Ravindra Jadeja—choked the opposition with relentless pre-
cision. Their 38 overs were a masterclass in control, stiffing the run flow
and forcing mistakes from the New Zealand batters.

Dospite an oarly setback with Virat Kohli's dismissal, Rohit Sharma took
chargo, setting the tone with a swashbuckling 76, His aggression ensured
that India never fell behind the asking rate. KL Rahul, displaying nerves
of stoel, finished the chaso with precision, India's
new-found ability to remain composed in high-pressure situations.

Cricket in Indla Is more than just a sport—it is a cultural phenome-
non that binds people across diverse backgrounds. From the bustling
stroets of Mumbal to the remote villages of Jharkhand, the game ignites
passion, fostors a shared national identity, and transcends all barrlers
of class, religion, and language.

This Champions Trophy victory serves as yot another reminder of the
unifying power of cricket. The entire nation erupted in colebration, as
millions came together to revel in the team's success. This win is not just
about silverware~it is about inspiring a generation, bringing people
together in collective joy, and the sport's sig-
nificance in the Indian ethos,

Winning an ICC ovent is always o morale booster, and this trumph will
s0rve as a catalyst for greater success. For Team India, it instills belief
and momentum as thoy gear up for future global tournaments. Rohit
Sharma's the fspin and the depth
in both batting and bowling ensure that India will remain a formidable
force in world cricket.

Bayond the current squad, this victory will inspire counthess young crick-
etors who dream of donning the blue jersey. Seeing their heroes lift the

Trophy will fuel across the country, encouraging
budding cricketers to work harder and aim for the grandest stages.

Accolades pours from all quarters on team India. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hailed the Indian cricket team and sald they have played

y through the Loader of In the Lok
Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said India’s run in the
Champlons Trophy was marked by brilliant

India Braces for Impact as Trump’s
Reciprocal Tariffs Take Effect on April 2

With key sectors like pharmaceuticals and automobiles at risk, India could face an annual trade loss of up to $7
billion. There is an urgent need to find a diplomatic solution before it escalates into a full-fledged trade war

§ President Donald Trump's

announcement of reciprocal tar

1ffs on India, set to take effect on

April 2, has caused serfous con
cern in New Delhi. India's high import
taxes on American goods have long been
a contentious Issue, now straining trade
relations further,

This move Is not without consequences.
It puts key exports such as jewelry and phar-
maceuticals at risk, potentially leading to
a significant annual loss of up to $7 billion
for India. The looming question is: How
much will this trade war cost India?
Can New Delhi negotiate a way out before
the damage Is done? This million-dollar
question keeps policymakers and trade
experts on edge, underscoring the gravity
of the situation

India currently imposes much higher
import taxes on US products than the US
does on Indian goods, with a gap exceed-
Ing 10 percentage points, If the US lowers
these tariffs, India’s exports to the US could
decline by $2 Billion to 87 Billion in the
financial year 2025-26, according to India
Ratings and Research,

India maintains a trade surplus of over
$36 Billion with the United States. The share
of Indian exports to the US rose from 16.9
per cent in 2019-20 to 17.7 per cent In 2023
24, which may have prompted tariff actions
by the Trump administration

about 22 per cent of the country’s GDP.

Furthermore, If

——
"
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ing this period. Trump has criticised India

During his campaign, Trump criticised

Indian tariffs on several US exports and
ted the bility of imy g rec

Iprocal taxes on Indlan goods.

He believes it Is time for the US to use
tariffs to establish falrer trade. “Under the
Trump administration, you will pay a tar-
U, and In some cases, the cost wlllﬂw passed
on to consumers,” he stated, insisting that
the US will no longer tolerate unfair trad
Inq practices.

ndia imposes tariffs as high as 100 per
cent on certaln US products, creating
what the Trump administration views as
an unfair trade system. On April 2, recip-
rocal tariffs will take effect, meaning that
any tariffs imposed by India will be
matched by the US,

Former Delhi CM and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal also extended his con-
gratulations to the Indian team,

This Champlons Trophy trumph Is a testament to India's cricketing
excellence and a harbinger of more success to come. The synergy batween
axporienced stalwarts and young stars showcases a team that is built
for sustained dominance.

As India basks In the glory of yet another ICC triumph, one thing Is
cortain—this victory is not just about cricket, but about a nation united
by its love for the game, standing tall on the world stage, and looking
ahead to an aven brighter future.

Leaderspeak

&6

Right now, | am taking things as they
come. It wouldn't be fair for me to
think too far ahead. At this
moment, my focus is on playing well
and maintaining the right mindset. | don't want to draw

any lines and say whether | will or won't play in the 2027
World Cup. There's no point in making such statements
right now. Realistically, | have always taken my career

one step at a time. | don't like thinking too far into the
future, and | haven't done so in the past either. For now,

| am enjoying my cricket and the time | spend with

this team.
ROMIT SHARMA, CAPTAIN TEAM INDIA

Letters to the Editor

Additionally, if India uses ¥
barriers to limit US market access, the US.
will implement similar restrictions.

A report by Crisil Intelligence warns that
these reciprocal tariffs could significantly
harm India’s exports, which contribute

Coupled with the challenges posed by
slowing global trade growth and rising
economic uncertainties, this situation could
further strain India’s economy. In response,
the Commerce and Industry Ministry
has initiated stakeholder consultations
1o assess the potential impact of increased
US tariffs.

According to a recent Crisil Intelligence
report, Indias wide tariff gap with the
US could have serlous consequences if the
US moves to equalise tariffs, Bloombery
economists echo this concern, noting
that India’s economy may face significant
setbacks.

Industry and trade experts in India
argue that certain top exports-such as auto-
maobile parts, electronics, textiles, dia
monds, jewelry, chemicals, and pharmaceu-
ticals-could be severely affected if the US
imposes restrictions. The most vulnerable
sectors include chemicals, metal products,
and jewelry, followed by automobiles,
pharmaceuticals, and food products.

President Trump
penalises US, compa
nies  employing
imported talent,
Indlas outsourcing
and IT services
industry could face
significant con-
straints.

Commerce Mink
ster Plyush Goyal
began his US visit on Monday to meet with
the new US Trade Representative, Jamieson

KALYANI
SHANKAR

for imposing 100 per cent tariffs on auto
maobiles, claiming such trade imbalances
have allowed forelgn countries to take
advantage of the US for decades.

Like with other trade partners, the
Trump administration Intends to use tar
Iffs as leverage to expand market access for
American goods in India

New Delhl must act quickly to address
this challenge. One option s to engage in
negotlations and lower tariffs. Both sides
alm to Increase market access, reduce tar-
iff and non-tariff barrlers, and deepen sup

Greer, who Is overseeing the imp

thon of Trump's tariff plan. Greer was also
part of Trump's first administration, which
targeted China and, in doing so, opened
export np?urlumlw\ for India, particular
ly In the electronics sector.

Despite these tariff disputes, the United
States remains Indla’s largest trading part
ner, with bilateral trade reaching $118.2
Billion in the 2024 fiscal year. Indla main
tained a trade surplus of $36.8 Billion dur-

ply chain

India should focus on bilateral negotia
tlons to lower tariffs and diversify its
export markets,

This strategy could help India navigate
the impending trade challenges more effec
tively. A bulanced, give-and-take approach
will be key to overcoming this situation.

(Mhe methor is 8 popuas columnit. Views exprossed
am persenal)

The Unmatched Multitasking Skills of Women

SECOND
Opml()n

ceelerate Action, the theme of this year’s
International Women's Day is both timely
and vital. 1t is of the utmost importance to

to sustain equilibrium in these Intersecting

domains is a challenge that Al finds difficult to
understand, much less to implement. One of the
defining strengths of women's multitasking abil
Itdes ks their agility in declsion-making, even in
the most unpredictable situations. Al operates
within predefined parameters and algorithms,

take a moment to contemplate the unique skills that < excelling In structured environments where data
women possess, which even the most advanced Al- Is abundant. However, real life is often chaot
driven robots cannot replicate. Even though arti- BUU e, rr?:‘mlng decisions to be made with incom
fickal intelligence (Al) has revolutionised sectors  QULEUTIEVAVTY  plete information, intuition, and adaptability

by simplifying jobs and increasing productivity, it

Is still incapable of matching the nuanced and deeply

human multitasking talents that women easily demonstrate

dally. Women can accomplish several tasks with empathy,
| intelligence, and adaptability, which are attrib-

utes that no algorithm can completely replicate. Women can

perform multiple tasks simultaneously.

Multitasking encomp not only the simult exe-
cution of many tasks but also the capacity to manage diverse
Jobs with effortless proficiency. In both professional and
domestic settings, women manage multiple tasks, includ-
Ing swift decision-making, emotional acumen, and innov
ative problem-solving, In the professional environment,
women frequently lead high-stakes projects, coach peers,
and manage team relationships while also addressing per-
sonal obligations. Within the household, they effortiessly
transition L( ween roles as carers, financial strategists, edu-
cators, and providers of emotional support. Thelr capacity

qualities that women exhibit daily.

Consider a nurse in a hospital emergency
room who bs simultancously monitoring multiple patients,
making split-second decisions, and comforting distressed
families. Her ability to assess a patient’s condition, lialse with
doctoes, and offer emotional support all at once goes beyond
mere task execution—it cmhogm human Instinct, priort
tisation, and care. No Al-driven robot can truly replace such
intricate decislon-making layered with empathy.While Al
can enhance efficlency, automate routine tasks, and provide
data-driven insights, It lacks the human touch that s cen-
tral to multitasking.

Al-driven robots may be able to perform designated tasks
in controlled environments, but they do not possess the
depth of human Interaction, compassion, or Intultion
required in complex, real-world situations. Women's mul-
titasking Is not just about ﬂlhlcmr but also about the abil
Ity to connect, empathise, and insplre—traits that no Al can

replicate. While we are moving further into an era driven
h‘r artificlal intelligence, the objective should not be to replace
the multitasking abilities of women; rather, it should be to
Improve such abilities with technology while ensuring that
thelr human strengths continue to be prioritised. India offers
countless examples of women who exemplify unparalleled
multitasking abilities in varied flelds.

To clte a few, Kiran Mazamdar-Shaw, the founder of
Blocon, Chanda Kochhar, the former CEO of ICICI Bank,
Dr N . Kalalselvi, Secretary, DSIR and Director General,
CSIR, Dr, Tessy Thomas, the first woman to lead an Indian
missile project and hundreds of others. As we celebrate
International Women'’s Day 2025, it is essentlal to recognise
that while Al can augment specific tasks, it can never repli-
cate the intricate luulfllm\lln“ abilities of women. Women'’s
ability to think, feel, and act simultaneously with an unpar-
alleled blend of intuition, intelligence, and empathy remains
their superpower—aone that even the most advanced robots
cannot match.

‘Accelerate Action’ should not be about replacing human
capabilities with Al but about leveraging technology to
enhance and support women's indispensable contributions
to sockety. The future of progress lies not in automation alone
but in the harmonlous coexistence of human intelligence
and technology, with women leading the way in shaping a
world that values both efficlency and empathy.

{The weite s an adjenct facuty ot the Natiesal Insthute of Advanced
Studhes. viows are personad)

OPPOSITION CRITICISES GOVERNMENT

The main opposition party, Congress,

fsued to women, The number of

Freebies or political bribes?

Madam — The newly formed Delhi's Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP) government approved the Mahila Samridhi Yojana
on Women's Day, providing 22,500 to women from eco-
nomically weaker sections. With a hud{ﬂ allocation of
5100 Crores, women earning up to T2.5 Lakh annually
and aged 18-60 years are eligible; But one thing | am unable
to understand Is what crime those women have done who
are above 60 years or those who earn more than 2.5 Lakhs,
Why didn't you specify these conditions in the manifesto?
Didn't you know it was a ploy to garner votes that would-
n't be fulfilled after you win the elections?

Though we should not (ur#rl that PM Modi started this
“revadl” war of free LPG, free PDS, free housing, free MODI
care, and free “Samman” of T6000 to Kissans. Actually, the
freeble culture is the biggest drain on taxpayers’ money, It
Is open bribery. The p-ﬁm fans are feeding parasites, which
will harm the country. There will be no funds for devel
opment. Why not the Election Commission (EC) stop this
malpractice for free and falr elections? Whatsoever, when
the opposition distributes freebles, it’s called “loot’ in the
name of the Gandhi-Nehru family, but when the BJP dis-
tributes freebies, it's called ‘seval In reality, all governments
are going back, but how will the country progress? We will
never be a developed nation as people make the nation,
and our people vote for a five kg ration and 32500,

BIOYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD

India wins Champions Trophy

Madam— Apropos to "Champlons bring the trophy
home! Jal Ho" published on March 10, 2025, India
clinched a thrilling four-wicket win over New Zealand
to clinch the marquee ICC event for a record-breaking
third time. Under Rohit Sharma’s captaincy, Team India
has now won the Asia Cup, 1CC T20 World Cup and ICC
Champions Trophy and overall this Is the seventh 1CC
white ball trophy for Team India.

When pace sensation Bumrah was ruled out for the
Champions Trophy, it was belleved that it was going to
be a huge setback for Team India, but without him and
only Shami to spearhead the pace attack, our fast bowl-
Ing arsenal looked really thin, but our spin quartet bowled
like a well-olled machine, turning the screws on oppo-
sition batsmen with relentless precision

Our batting line-up was versatile and rellable, and
everyone chipped in to the tournament with four all
rounders; our team’s balance was perfect. And just to
remember that players like Pant, Jalswal and Arshdeep
could not even get a game In the tournament goes to show
the depth of our talent pool

The Indian team is now second place in the 1CC
Trophies list behind Australia, with only the ICC WTC
trophy missing from the cabinet. The men in blue have
once again proved that they have what it takes to win!

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA

on Tuesday questioned the govern- women taking loans by pledging goid
conﬂlct |ﬂ syﬂ. ment's docisions and accused It of has Increased by more than 22 percent
putting the econmy in crisis. They sald  in the last five yoars,
Madam — At a time when Muslims around the world that the aconamy is being overtaken by Should It be considered that the
are observing the holy month of Ramadan, Syria has wit- # crisis created by the governmeat Soverelgn Gold Bond Scheme,
nessed another wave of violence that has claimed hun Cangress launched o scathing attack  kaunched with greot fantare by the

dreds of lives in just the last two days. The humanitar-
lan situation remains critical with wf.q.-.pmu displace
ment, heavily damaged Infrastructure and nearly 15 mil
lion people in need of humanitarian support

Dead bodies lying in streets are suggesting a danse
macabre in the coastal region of the country, particular
ly in Latakia and Tartus provinces. This is the deadliest
sectarian conflict since the overthrow of Bashar al-Assad
In December 2024. Though the interim government has
blamed the killing of two Syrian defence personnel in an
ambush in Latakia province by Assad militia remnants
for triggering the violence, the deep Involvement of the
army in violent retaliation against Alawites and
Christians, who largely support Assad, proves that this
violence has been engineered by the interim government
led by Ahmed al-Sharaa itself.

Besides this escalated violence being a serious jolt to
peace efforts in the country, the way all ethnlc groups are
reluctant to shun violence, the future of stability and peace
appears to be bleak (n the country. Ihrlulunmg Syria Into
two separate natlons based on the Sunni and Shiite pop-
ulations holds the key to the solution to this problem.

MANO) PARASHAR | GHAZIABAD

on the government by targeting the
increasing prevadence of gold koans in
the country. Congress general secre-
tary and communication in-charge
Jaltam Ramesh, citing the Reserve
Bank of ndia's Fabruary dats, sald
that & massive jump of 71.3 per cent
hos been seen in gold loans. Ramesh
also sald on X, “India’s economy s
Caught in a crisis created by the gov-
emment. The macrosconomic slow-
down that continues tl 2024 has led
10 0 300 percent jump in godd loans in
Inst five years. The goid loan figure
hos crossed the level of €1 Lakh Crom
for the first time.

Bank loans have slowed down In
every sector from housing to cars, but
crisls loans like gold lonns are at their
peak, Not only this, the report of
Niti Aayog shaws that godd loans
account for 40 per cent of all loans

Narendra Modi government. has proved
1o be & “complete fallure’ like demon-
wtisation and the ‘Make in India’ Initia-
tive? Rising prices, & private
lnvestment, and rising unemployment
lssues are badly affecting the common
people. Perhaps due to these reasons,
#old boans have become a big failure.

The gold kept In homes s taken out
only in case of emergency. This Is not
Just an aBegation of the opposition, but
RBI also seems 1o be unhappy and con-
comed with this trend. That Is why RBI
s planning to implement o strict under-
wiiting process for gold loans, to
ensire ethical business practices
and financial stablity. This includes
better background checks of borrowers
and monitoring of the end use of funds
10 prevent ireguianities found in
recent audis,

JANG BAHADUR SINGH | JAMSHEDPUR
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Recession risk

Uncertainty has increased for the US economy

merican President Donald Trump's policy choices since he took
office in January have seesawed, confusing markets, Tariffs have
been declared on some of the US’ closest trading partners, but then
withdrawn or postponed. However, few still doubt that Mr Trump
Intends to Impose tariffs, rather than just them as a
tactie, The imeline, extent, and y of these dutles are still
unknown, however, This makes their impact on any particular sector or the US
economy as 4 whole hard to predict, and Is weighing on sentiment. In fact,
some in the US are now beginning to fear that a recession might follow this
abrupt reversal of sentiment, The New York Federal Reserve runs a "recession
probability gauge®, which serves to of This
index has hit its third-highest peak in decades for August 2025, This Is compa-
rable only to similar peaks in the mid-1970s and the early 1980s, each of which
was followed by a period in which US output shrank, Bond yields are also
demonstrating a similar concern about the remainder of this calendar year,
‘The yield on two-year US Treasury paper has come down noticeably over the
past weeks, This appears to reflect expectations that the economy will slow,
forcing the Federal Reserve to cut rates.

This Is an obvious reversal of expectations since last year, when yields
increased sharply after the results of the presidential election were known. It
was assumed that Mr Trump's policies in office would be pro-business, driving
up growth (but also inflation). The sequencing also seemed likely at that point
to be tax cuts first, followed by higher tariffs, Those assumptions are no longer
shared by the majority of traders, Indeed, some are now willing to ask the
President himself what his opinion is, Appearing on Fox News on Sunday, Mr
Trump was directly questioned about the possibility that his actions would
lead to a recession, and he seemed bothered by the He

ILLUSTRATION; BINAY SINMA

Codityingcitizens’
rolein lawmaking

For effective policymaking, legislation made without public
consultation must be rendered void

eregulation Is the central theme of this year's
Economic Survey and the Unlon Budget, with
u\-mnml-emummll buck many of
Muchof this
reversal could hm been avolded had robust public
consultations been conducted at the outset. A well-

stve law-making. The government formalised this
practice th [ts 2014 palicy,

OPINION 9

A robust consultation framework must ensure
clarity, Inclusivity, and accountability to be truly
el{ealve First, meaningful engagement begins with
that provide
mhdm with the necessary context, a clearly
mlwhud rationale, emplrical assessments, persua-
sive lysis, and a draft of laws
and policles, The consultations on "One Nation, One
Electlon” largely followed this approach, offering a

portal Id {

reports and

and PO“CY parspectives. S

on thelr ubmly to reach relevant stakeholders,

Lawmakers use multiple dissemination uru-ala
notices,

outreach, A notable example Is the Minkstry of Soclal

Justloe's cormllmon on the new natlonal pouw lor

reach was cuMu:led In dllnnlny frlendly lumul
Including Braille and Indlan Sign Language, with the

sdtes o} the mlnhuymd State govemments,
“This

sultation for all draft d reg

rd, and trust
In the

ulations. In further

process. Best practices include

Court, In its 2016 judgment, mommendod instity-
In

of
the uumod!y (] ddlbenulam on these submissions,

and y

structured consultation process scts u a
and

The'
d lndll opnuul r.vnml.\-ad digital portal where oll

agalnst bﬂlh

publicly avall-

sald he hated to make predictions, but that lhem would certainly be "a period
of transition” reflecting the size of the adjustments he was forcing on the US
economy. This view was in keeping with his message in the address to Congress
last week, as well as interventions from senior officials in his administration
such as the commerce necrelary The latter warned the US economy needed to
“detox” off “an addi

The long-term wuve mm of tarkff walls on growth and inflation is well
understood. But, In the medium term, there might well be some positive effect.
What explains this turmoil? Perhaps it Is because the muua,lru lrom the admin-

ly well- d y, and bal- In her 2023-24 Budget speech, the finance  able, This allows stakeholdens to compare proposals

anced measures are Implemented, minister, In the [nterest of optimal inthe

In & democracy, au-m hnld the hwun dnce b public
vested with infr and b Mmmwmmum
hmmmmvmmamwlome sidlary d il The C (A ) mw-mnmmmmmmumm;!m
and run for pwlk a(ﬂa enabling them to lnuunﬂlll u Aﬂ‘f‘ 2023 mundnd the regulator to consult the tlcs. vhe

ability to! e b

- proibesey 4 poll yh e Fua yshvane el To add his, the publ
cles, ensuring the governance allgns ulators have adopted ,......-
with thelr collective will. A respon- frameworks that require mem la nqulnmenu. and evaluation criterla—should
sive government uphokds this second conduct public should be
right, as falling to do so may prompt making regulations. d to follow method-

cithzens t exercise thelr flrst right to
uninstall it,

Public consultation In lawmaking
exemplifies the exercise of this sec-
ond right, reinforcing the govern-
ment’s commitment to cltizen

Istration about timing has

M SAHOO &
et ot s MALLIKA DANDEKAR

have not been given sufficient time to adjust their choices, This has
to turn negative. For economies and companies that sell into the US market —
such as India’s information technology-enabled sector — recession risks will now

to contribate to this process, Such
the

Desplte the Intent, the practice
T e Many

ologes and disclose the quality and effectiveness of
through a standardised Index.

primary and

Finally, with the g 5

This

!7“'; legal norms, without public
input, Even when public consulta-

like MyGov to gather Ideas,
Iike the Board

of Incia (1081 allow stakeholders (o propose new reg-
Itk anytime Wit

h I.lcklhe rigour, omitt] anal fallingto  this loe to wll minkstries and regulatory bodies,
have to be factored into their What s also i Is that Mr ernment and lts citizens. By securing early buy-ins  disclose responses to publhc feadhuky::\d hcu:m uaw\w::'m public 1o sugest llmammu:zdm
Trump, in his second term in office. hi from stakeholders synchronising thelr diverse stakeholder engagement, year-

Ideas to risk a ugh he some tracle pacts in his first Interests, it minimises the risk of legislacive rollbacks, The art and sclence of public have them,
term and imposed some tariffs, his planned measures on this occasion are far delays, or hurdles. Ived by ploy di neth y and improve the quality of
broader and he is willing to risk a great deal — even a recession, many democracles ods- o TI:;::;:: o~ d o -

India’s obesity crisis
Reorienting food policies can address the problem
rime Minister Narendra LMogl‘l wllm.lzu nuh:l: rising obesity in India

by British medical journal Lancet predicting that 440 million Indians

would be obese by 2050. On World Obesity Day, on March 4, Lancet
stated approximately 80 million Indians were obese, with 10 million falling in the
age cohort of 519 yun. When combined with the fact that over 100 million
Indians r 1o the Indian Council of Medical Research
(th try tops the ch juvenile and the country has one of the
highest burdens of cardiovascular disease, Mr Modi's call points to an urgent
need for drastic dietary and lifestyle readjustment, ap«lllly among urban

llul partof the hnulnlv-
India has a rich history of pubﬂc pullclplnﬂn.
Several

work-
ing groups, mundubln. seminars, wur\nhopl. and

statutes mandated the prior publ Ication of luhonu
nate legislation to seek Inputs

pmtumu}-u nuuuu the public to submnit thelr com-
the OECD's

makers adhere to lht sume standards of account-
abllity that they expect from stakeholders, Fallure
to conduct public consultation should render the
lmlunllon vold ab inltlo and attract penalties on
elli locnu

from
‘The Securities and Exchange l!oard of India (Sebl),
the market regulator,
In the Indlan regulatory landscape as early as 2002,
With the advent of digital plal!org\m public consul-

4 " "

Idlers In Rule-
Malking provides structured methodologles and m

practices for
n_gllunt“_y process. The UNDP's Public (.unnlnunmz

ture within the ecosystem to facilitate p\hllc ccn-
with th rigour.

er participation, real-time feedback, and more Inclu-

( public ol

assoclite with Civis

Policy choices thatdeepened theslowdown

fastest

Iru tracke pnlldu While the government talks nhmu
hurt compet Between 2017 and 2021, tarifls

vears. India has b —
Indians, ¥ Is the p among children
aged 10 loMyﬁnor'lypc 2diabetes, which Is obesity. Mr Modi's F:mﬂina n.l::;: ::onnmnn, l;::ult.‘;unu nlobfl To ml::'“:‘gm!\:m have been Intro-
dible ol 10 per d regular exercise Today, the story Is less flattering. Growth hasdeceler-  and njected liquidity through rute cuts, cash reserve
s uncmplbamhu- but it will only partially address the problem, ated sharply, with gross domestic product (GDP)  ratlo reductions, and bond purchases, The February
y lifestyles with by 6.1 per cent In Aprll-December FY25,

lndhn cuisine, undoubtedly among the world's mou delicious but traditionally
sulted for manual work, The explosion of high-carb junk food from big food cor-
porations, along with addiction to online games, has exacerbated the problem
among the afMuent, This is as true of the United States and China, with whom
India shares the podium in the world obesity stakes, Keuh sought to nddre-thh
with a “fit tax™ but that ref) of Indli

crisls, The huwowmuwdllymwcwmulloodpollckudawdlnm
early years of the republic to address critical food shortages and rampant mal-

dmwnnomupucemdunmmumepenndlm
financial Inflation the
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI'S) 4 per cent target, mar-
kets are fittery, and forelgn Investons are pulling out,
And Just when things couldn't look worse, there’s the
looming spectre of Donald Trump imposing higher

nourishment — legacies of colonial rule, The ~viathe Green
lhe e:t-blllhml of - muassive food procurement infrastructure with assured

Budget also provided tax relief for the middle class 1o
stimulate

demand.
But quick flxes do not dellv« luwmd growth.
dle. After

the witical

Investment mdeuxnu—mtlnpud u\d mr ecov-
ered, Even

Increased on over 3,200 products, covering 70 per cent
of imports. Labour-Intensive Industries were hit the
hardest—textile and apparel tariffs alone jumped by
13 percentage polnts, far exceeding those of India's
competitors, Higher Input costs have made Indlan
goods less competitive In global markets

To Its credit, the government seems to recognise
Its mistake, rolling out significant cuts since 2023,

ding In the latest Budget, But rising non-tarlff

tarlffs on Indlan exports, yeurs, with GDszMhhlllmw-mum yeur lowof  barrlens—such as disruptive ity control orderns—
What A9 per cent In FY20, have erased any gains, high ldulnf a deep pollcy
despite a broadly stable global econ- Post-pandemic, pent-up demand A e, Inclia ns
financlal crisls, no com- offered making
modny shock. The International boost, but that momentum is fading, It harder to Integrate into global value chalns,
Monetary Pund’s latest World With Inthe The climate Is equally troubling,

the public system (PDS) —played roles in
en-urlnuuul India was by and large better fed. But the necessary focus of food-
subsidy policies on staples such as wheat, rice, and sugar (which

Outlook projects resillent
global growth, withthe US exceeding

some years ago) has had the unintended consequence of skewing Indians’ diet
towards high-carb, high-sugar diets, which are the despair of modern dieticians,
Though there is no gainsaying that a cuhun of India's population requim

Markets reflect these
concerns, with the stock markes down
over 10 per cent since September
lm—hrmnnmmlnolhnumul
‘The Issue k't exter-

some measure of food support, the real lies|
sures to modern-day health and dietary imperatives, Right now, India faces lhe
health paradox of having a worryingly large numba of obese people coexisting

n-l It's domestic. And It's serlous,
India's growth slumgp isn't just a
blip — It stems from deeper structural challenges,

with a high prog of and hed people, i

among women In particular, Ironically, the latter problem is as much a function
of skewed diets related to carb-heavy food-distribution policies as the former.
Cutting back on oll is sensible, but the government would do well to act on the
Prime Minister's previous focus on millet, one of the healthiest grains around
and less damaging to the environment. This apart, more incentives for poultry
and pisciculture, among the faster-growing agribusinesses, would ensure that
more Indlans could gain access to the proteins vital for robust health, At the same
time, public-interest programmes on health and pack warnings on junk food
would go some way in addressing early a health problem that could rapidly
become an epidemic.

Constlmtlonlnrefreshlngretrospect R

Abkey fuctor: Thesimul-
tneous nmumn' of fiscal and monetary policles,
which has exacerbated the slowdown.

“Tuke fiscal policy. In the first half of FY25, capital
expenditure contracted by 15 per cent, leading to a
fiscal tightening of a whopplnu )00 basis polnts,
While elections and post-Covid

low 70s, firms see little reason to
Invest, dmplnmrpahumcuumd
banking reforms. Weak demand and
sluggish Investment reinforce each
other, Increasing the risk of a pro-
Jonged low-growth equilibrivm,

Forelgn direct Investment (H)l) Is & crivical dﬂl\md
export growth, bringl
mmm acces. Yet, ln:lu hu fulled la po-luun Ttwelf

damd and
high tarlffs on intermediate goods. FDI Inflows are

foredgn demand provides a potential
escape route from this stagnation,
True, mmorhyperyoulmlmuam buxlndn
Sl has Three fac

lmnndmmwh\mmdumlmmuc
2per cent il

e Y
but also domestic policy missteps, Estimates suggest
that Indla may have already lost up 1o 60 per cent of
potentlal FDI due to these policy gaps.

So, what's the way forward? Indla must change
course — urgently. It needs o clear, outward-looking
trade strategy, one that leversges global opportunities

potential, Se:and.umu\nu-'-—' kil

ment. Protectionist barriers must come down, FDI

nmmmwdmmmyhummumnncmm
Third, US tarifls

played a role, nwydoliyuphlnmuxmnol
this unusual contraction,
Monetary policy added to the squeeze. The REI's

must be actively encouraged, and exports must
become a central priority. Without these fixes, India
risks behind.

nt India
Yet, India has fulled to seize the moment. For
Instance, since 2013, China has ceded $40 billion In

global 1 with Vietnam and

dla's share, however, X

‘The cholces are clear, The question Is whether
policymakers will act—before it Is wo late,

0 the dollar since late 2022 — has led to

Madvas bistituteof
of

Studlies

One major resson: Indla's look

plurality little
orpgwnmluvmmuupm Achapter | Individualism, bookles). But l)rAmtiedhr himselfsald in
wlmuhummmmuomy h the most he book, the anarchy that the ol
‘ there a8t h d rights, ple | chaptertitied “Power Contatned”, the does not dependon
who hips the ¢ d peopl ™S
\/ framers more. Inall this, we ity lysis, the \ used On Iy
2 ¢ of power. He ofthe y s - This
the Constitution, the longest in the asserts, righely, th Iy h i latest offering by D Bhatla, abalanced
BOOK REVIEW et s | : e e
times since its adoption in 1950, (PartliDand [ ¥ ! h The | | I
SHREEKANT SAMBRANI Itis, therefore, Policy (Part IV), hisdeby i mcmlntﬂnwnv,m ) dund d yallth
" dth fth oy nd
urc Hma el Bhatla, His | d it The o taken del
Ol lred the statusof being Inthe seven C h Identity.” fthese Gautam Bhatia what londn! | times, That appli dla, but
Instone, not unlike decadesof the workingofthe s his thesds Inthe fasct the Isthe rathy i lch the
Mnm 'I‘.hlnundlu framers are G I Inctlan C ;". Hrm-lilm most 3
not Prime { Iike s L I per i and thel I
Minister odi on the day hy Unitary, d pl withthe
first enteredthe Lok Sabha, declared it to electoral, h yonth Price: ¥599 yof i post very
behis holy book. The G d power, at thy I between 2022 and colonlal defined America's unkpueness,
Iy 2024 ge 1| direct, plural, and ! 2024, The 1 v » Dr dvice " at
election, withth mawtas pr Ourc by b T Article. daik 1e ofleack
openly expressingthelr fears that the ivinely ordalned and fth fe any lssue
ruling National Democratic Alllance h d dlaunder th More hil i & in back Intothe of
would drastically change the d 1l 1! scrutiny. It not hey carry
Constitution, If not abandon it ! than | ofindinActof thatinall I dDEBR
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The dangers of delimitation

Best way to honour the federal contract implicit in the foundation of the Indian Union would be to
assume that the current distribution of Lok Sabha seats is cast in stone

DESHKAALI
BY YOGENDRA YADAV

DELIMII’ATION ) THE last thing the Indian

me all-party meet m Tmul Nadu asking to
postpone delimitation by another 30 years is
not just about protecting the interest of one
state or one region. It is about strengthening
the bonds of national unity. A permanent
freeze on the re-allocation of parlamentary
seats would help secure the Indian Union
against possible challenges. The best way to
honour the “federal contract” implicit in the
foundation of the Indian Union would be to
assume that the current distribution of Lok
Sabha seats is cast in stone, as if the
Constitution-makers made a sacred power-
sharing compact never to be revisited,

This is a strong and somewhat unusual
claim. The opponents of delimitation do not
normally push for a permanent freeze. And
their case usually rests on a limited and

about the success of some
states in achieving “population control”, The
ideaof animplicit but inviolable “federal con-
tract” does not figure in the Indian debates.
Such aclaim would, naturally, invite serious
questions and objections, Would this not go
apmsl the letter and the :plm of the Indian

Wiy fa

now, 7$ye.\nmrrthr‘ of the

success or failure of the population control
policy. Birth rate and death rate follow the
larger patterns of demographic transition,
where the better-off states and social groups
witness a faster decline in population, It would
not be quite correct for governments to take
credit for this Besides.

republic? These are serious questions that

extended to argue against any poor and dis-

demand honest answers. advantaged My argument is different.
Letus begin by clanfying the issue, The cur- Since the inauguration of the
dety tare ls Ci Inctia has deey

ited to one of the two components of a fresh
“delimitation” of constituencies, No one has
any objections to the routine exercise of re-
drawing parliamentary and assembly con-
stituency boundanies within each state or to an
increase in the number of assembly seats for
.lnymlr This does not affect the federal bal-

Ing and coalescing of three fawlt lines — cul-
tural, economic and political — a process
sharpened in the last three decades, In this
context, a reallocation of paramentary seats
via a fresh delimitation threatens to open a
fourth fault line that happens to coincide
with,and :wldml\mt.lhc other three. This

mem of seats for different states and Union
Territories that was frozen 50 years ago.
7 Or

hed spiri

gerof

of
long-term Mun- ul India must redress the

faule Im and, in any case, not

Orgofor,
debate is about,

freeze? Th hat the

based on a principle — of “one person, one
vote, one value", This democratic principle
mandates that each member of a legislature
must represent roughly the same number of

create a fourth one that colncid,
Hence the proposal for a freeze.

The first. cultural, fault Hine involved a dif-
ference between the Hindi-speaking North
Indian states and the non-Hindi speaking
states in the south, east and the west, This dif-
ference existed right from the beginning and
wes accentuated after Partition. But our po-

persons, If there are tions, the
value of the vote in lange constituencies is less
than that of those in smaller constituencies.
mempu- whleovet 32 lakh people get

linguistic

o
statesand of Hindi

official language, Over the last three decades

one MP|
llll‘ﬂlhll lBhkhInKrul.\.Sn thr.-wﬂu’nd

mwwhnhminul’.mtsnanuumlylhu
should be redressed unless there are other

the p hascre-
ated

India and northern and eastern Indu

the
ailhrlmnﬂxdmdchmamwumm
division

stroager TheC ao

deviations from this ori

ﬂmlly.wnhme llnnf the BIP, another po-

aand r
seatinGe provided

greater representation in the G;;wmlhm
their share in the population. In these in-
stances,

Indian states where the BJP is a hegemonic
presence and the rest where its presence is
contested ‘(Kanuuu Odisha, West Ben,

alism", special constitutional safeguards for
different units of a federation, was allowed to

principle.

where it is a small player (.

dhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala) Now, these
three fault lines do not fully coincide, but the
Hindi belt and the South Indian states are al-

My case isthat
be generalised to take into account a reality
that the Constitution-makers did not and
could not have foreseen, This is not about the

i the three fault lines.

The real danpt of delimitation is that it
would open a fourth fault line that might re-
inforce this pattern, An analysis by Milan

Since the inauguration of the
Constitution, India has
witnessed a deepening and
coalescing of three fault lines
~ cultural, cconomic and
political — a process
sharpened in the last three
decades. In this context, a

CR Sasikumar

Vaishnav and Jamie Hintson shows the likely

result if the Lok Sabha seats are reallocated in
in to each state’s projected

tion in 2026. In this scenario, all the South

elight seats) Tamil Nad:rdown eight seats),
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana (combined
loss of eight seats), Karnataka (down two

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Modi seems to prefer expanding India’s parlhnwnl to prfwm any state from

losing ation, while shrinking

Being Marathi,
then and now

Maharashtra's regional identity was once
imagined as merging selflessly with the nation.
Its sense of hurt today should cause concern

RAHUL SARWATE

1948, for example, Ramrao Deshmukh, a
Maratha leader from Vidarbha, argued for
the lack of regionalism in Maharashtra, “The
Maratha_.is content tosee his heritage, tra-
ditions, and history dissolve and become a
part nm!mnmnmdnnmdwmm-
try. Maral
mrpt very lightly,” Dﬂhmukh said In a
public . speech.

Bh

WHEN MFSNDmmlyllut 'xxcplewm

hi",
I!SS leader Sumhjmhl was quite lllhl
After all, Mumbai is a multilingual city.
What nmmenln;lnnok hauevw isthat

both
and Savarkar, Maharashtrian ideologues of
two opposite political stand-points, were
awnn tht demand for Samyukta

nomnvtumonplnunylhm lnlhc
ocean of Incian culture, while for

hat was

wﬂum.\MyAMamhmlem. d
one make sense of this? It isn't casy to
imagine such discussions M anymher

1m«
in the degree of their masculine imagina-
tion, for holh these articulations,

language

Region as an idea is contingent upon
historical, cultural, and political factors, The
relationship between regions and nations
has never been fixed either. Each region
came into being through specific historical
processes and had a peculiar equation with
the larger nation. The passion for language
in the south, for example, is unparalleled

was to merge
with the nulon selflessly, We also see an
echo of this sentiment in a Marxist like Lalji
Pendse. In an account of the Samyukta
Maharashtra movement, Pendse argued
that due to the heightened political con-
sciousness that Maharashtra achieved
through being at the forefront of the anti-
colonial  struggle, the Samyukta

InIndia. Ast,

language, along the linesof the Tamil Thai
(Mother Tamil) or the Telugu Thalll

never lost slﬂt of
the more significant concemn about t -
tegrity of the Indian nation.

Indi |

(Mother Telugu) is quite uni i

Also, unlike how Tamil regionalism devel-
oped in confrontation with Indian nation-
alism, Maharashtra's regional conscious-
ness was squarely placed within the
confines of the Indian nation. Here are a
few examples that illustrate this,

seats), Other:
Hindi states: West Bengal (down four seats ),
o L

one seat). Except Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand (down ane seat each ), all the big
gains would accrue to North Indian Hindi-
speaking states: Uttar Pradesh (up 11 seats),
Bihar (up 10 seats), Rajasthan (up six seats)
MMﬂwhmh(whuwm)n\mm

lrnuou! balance be'ween Hindi md non-

In ber 1924, in a heated ex-
change with V D Savarkar, Maulana
Shaukat Ali of the Khilafat movement
claimed that because of their deep-rooted

in how Marathi speakers contributed to
Inctian literature across kinguages, For ex-
ample, DR Bendre, a Jnanpith awardee, was
one of the greatest Kannada poets; Kaka
Kalelkar wrote extensively in Gujarati;
Prabhakar Machwe was a prolific Hindi
writer; Gajanan Madhav Muktibodh be-
came an iconic Hindi poet; Sakharam
Deuskar contributed to modern Bangla lit-
erature, They merged in the cultural and lin-

regionalism, the Marathas lacked patriot-  guistic landscapes that surrounded them,
Ism. Savarkar responded, “The war of inde- Inaway, Marathi regionalism, or rather
d  thelackofit, led to a worldview that could

lmited Do So it

not know that the yflagl isnot thata like

raised about 20 years ago was for the inde-
pmdente of the nation? What cause of

mn

already controls HS out of 543 seats would
now have 259 seats, nearly a majority, The
southern states (currently 132 seats) that can

Join hands with a major eastern or western
| amend:

were Tilak, Gokhale, and
Ranade for? Every

Joshi devalues his ovwn language. It is a con-
sequence of Maharashtra’s imagination of
its place within the nation. However, the
winds are changing In the decades after

ment in Mal\muh(ra in lhl.‘ I.m Soyun

wasa

Independence, people began to wonder if

spilled its blood in every national crisis, be
it the division of Bengal or the massacre at

state Ty agor

To call Maharashtra narrow-
minded, the very plau- whﬂv the idea of

Juiring a protective attitude towards
Marathi was needed, Ferhaps Maharashtra
would never be able to emulate Tamil
Nadu, but its sense of being wounded
should be a cause of concern for all.

ment under the
post. Inthe 13th Swami
This goes against the spint of non-domi- is the height of lnsumudn Savarkar here shtra and
nance the Indian Undon and the ;e(pnmt Maharashtra’s self-conception  founded the Mahanubhava sect. He com-
ideaof Are- its ith the Indi, manded his disciples to write only in
Marathi and to" Maharashtra™ A

1p«1 lDl ll;ur fundamental prinaples isto
afed-

The two ideas of cultural i

past
eral cnmuﬂ IMl Is implicit in our

reallocation of parli ary

pﬂher‘ chcm ion where such a contract

seats via a fresh d
threatens to open a fourth
fault line that happens to
coincide with, and could
activate, the other three. This
carries the danger of
undermining the spirit of
national unity, Anyone
concerned with the long-term
future of India must redress
the existing three fault lines
and, in any case, not create a
fourth one that coincides
with them.

area
mh« federation where the contract is im-
plicit but foundational. Acknowledging m;

National Congressand the Hindu national-
fsm of Savarkar and the RSS, emerged and
flourished in Maharashtra from the mid-
19th to mid-20th century. Both these
frames were central to the making of
Maharashtra's self-consciousness, Tbe

hymn recorded in Sutrapatha, a literary
composition of the sect, records
Chakradhar's message for his disciples:

Aay
(pure}, The living and non-living things in
itare al bod

comes from being there,..Maharashtra
and all o

contract

Mnullon and tax mturlhmnn—hawd share

and non-

other signifi political

Maharashtra, such asthe anti-caste pnllhn
of jotirao I‘huk'md lhe "---

to do wrong, Maharashtra is [where|
dh )

BR | fio

yl;r:E another respect. A national mnsm—
calculus of electoral gains and losses, would
o h

equality at heart. These projects also testify
to the deeply ingrained commitment to
broader humanitarian causes over regional
interests in the Marathi public world.

urrents rooted in the na-

a*just republic”. the foundational principle of
the Republic of india.

Yadav is member, Swaraj Indfa, and national
convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyoan

Not another Pretty Woman

‘Anora’s' refusal to patronise sex workers shines through

tional or universal frame, 3 regionalist sen-
timent didn't take root in Maharashira. In

to-
day s anyone's guess, but can the state hope
for migrants who would embrace its lan-
guage and culture as their own, just as this
13th-century saint from Gujarat once did?

The writer teaches at the School of Arts and
Sciences, Ahmedabad University

LIMITS TO GROWTH

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Economy in
search of a roadmap’ uam 10). Iht

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TIES IN FLUX

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘India &
“America First™ (IE, March 10). India’s

ligned stance may allow it to

RINKU GHOSH

THE LAST FRAME of Pretty Woman has a
character called Happy Man, saying,
“Everybody comes here; this is Hollywood,
land of dreams, Some dreams come true,
some don't; but keep on dreamin’” Except,
decades later, pi
selling Cinderella dreams and gotten as real
as it could, accepting and honouring a film
like Anora about a sex worker's quest for le-
gitimacy and job equity in society.

From Vivian Ward to Ani, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has tra-
versed an arc in recognising depictions of
the sex worker, from the pits of poverty, co
ercion and exploitation to being fatalistic
survivors and now claimants of rights and
service providers, From the fallen woman

res-
cued by Prince Charming because she has
a heart of gold, Vivian — the escort from
Beverly Wilshire - now has an non-identi-
cal twin, Enough to shake up the Academy
Jurors — often accused of being White con-
servatives — who gave five Oscars to $¢an

cannot be categorised as just the story of a
struggler or a woman-oriented film: it is
about realism at its starkest and the magic
power needed to live life rather than slip
into victimhood.

Ani (as the titular character of Anora
prefers to be called) is battle-scarred, raspy,
risque, unafraid to trawd through strip clubs
and refuses to be rescued or pitied. If any-
thing, she is her own rescuer, finding every
opportunity to grab a bigger shice of life, us-
ing her body as a tool, She is wilful, and de-
mands that she be valued for her own skill
sets, just like any other blue-collar worker,
While Vivian gets an education scholarship
and the possibility of marriage with busi-
nessman Edward Lewis, Ani believes she is
herself the prize.

True, she marries a Russian oligarch's en-
titled and spineless son, but she does de-
mand a three-carat ring, indicating her self-
worth, and insists that marriage should
mean social sanction (*We are married,
lhry‘rrnnrulwrmmpt us")y

Baker's indie film. So

ouring underdog stories, biopics and the
horrors of the Holocaust, Anora upended
expectations at the Academy Awards. It

ven to look at sex
wurt as just iflable labuur and continues to
criminalise it, Anora's big Oscar win will
hopefully drive changes beyond conversa-

tions, The shift in Hollywood began with
the awards season last year when another
Oscar winner, Poor Things, depicted the pro-
tagonist using sex work to earn money and
discover hersell and the world around her
in the process. Anora took this ahead by
completely doing away with the conde-
scension of assuming what a sex worker’s
life is. Baker may not have chosen his lead
actor from the community but he did hire
sex workers during the scripting stage, pro-
duction and 10 en: an
authentic representation of their lives, de-
sire, rage and their spirit to own their life,
And thelr wants are simple. They want to
be treated like employees in any other job,
with work and ethics codes, legal protec-
tion and medical insurance. And although
millions of sex workers are contributing to
the global economy, there is no organised
industry. Sex workers need to be decrimi-
nalised at the earliest by de-hyphenating
them from exploitative crime cartels.
Most importantly, it is in the creative
space that sex workers have been maost com-
modified, a lens
masquerading as empathy. So every cine-
matic depiction of sex workers has glam-

ourised their bodies and looks rather than
acknowledge that they are just women, go-
ing back home to feed their families and
sending their chikdren to school. They have

feed the guilt syndrome of the privileged or
feed their need to find another cause, But
Anora shows how sex work can be just as
boring, repetitive and draining as any other
assembly-line work.

Last year, Belgium legalised sex work.
India’s Supreme Court, too has recognised it
asaprofession, guaranteeing sex workers the
right to dignity of labour and protection un-
der the law, protecting them from harass-
ment, arrest and brutality, guaranteeing
them right of refusal and advocating their
right to healthcare, However, societal stigma
means that the implementation of a mini-
mum wage, paid leave, a pension plan, or
maternity leave, is far from becoming real-
ity. That's why Anora’s punchline — “When
you give me health insurance, workers' comp
and a 401K, then you can tell me when |
work™ — shines through the glitter, One
hopes it is not just a creative sdﬁng point,

rinki om

the government’s inability to address

navigate US President Donald Trump's
transactional diplomacy with greater

core
ment, a workforce lacking industry-
ready skills, limited job creation, and
weak consumer spending indicate that

New Delhi's pref for
strategic autonomy and multipolarity
is in keeping with Trump's focus on
self-interest rather than ideological

Alsoin India’s favour is its

measures, such as small-scale income
tax cuts, are distractions, The govern-
ment shoukd shift focus from headline-
grabbing trade deals to genuine prob-
lem-solving — tackling the economic
challenges that hold India back.

Megha Kumar, Ahinedobad

FALSE PRIDE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Needed: A
pro-people politics' (IE, March 10) The
critique of Modi's visit to the US fails to
grasp India’s dire financial situation. We

adopt

stance y
I d

. why
to be cold toward Indian immigrants? it

growing economic and strategic
weight, making it a valuable partner,
particularly in countering China's rise.
India must remain on guard while en-
gaging with America and avoid over-
reliance on a single partner,

Vijal Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘India &
“America First™ (1€, March 10), Indlia is
racing against time to stop or at least
slow down the tariff juggernaut. Dethi
Is looking for an amicable solution un-
der the framework of a mega trade
deal, Can India delay the inevitable,
and for how Jong? The US was India’s
largest trading partner in 2022-23,
with the bilateral trade amounting to

Istime for theUS'sdis-  § ion; the two sides are keen to
tinct corporate-drivenapproachandop- — raise it to $500 billion by 2030, The
erate strategically behind the scenes to  long-term picture might prompt Delhi
maximise its gains, to bite the tanff bullet.

Shaswat Jena, Chaziohad Kholcan Das, Kolkato

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .
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When the solar wind (depicted as the orange stream from the sun in this artist’s representation) hits the earth's magnetosphere, it slows down and transfers its energy into a shock wave, The region where this
transfer happens is known as the bow shock, (the C-shaped area highlighted in yellow) and its leading area is called the foreshock. NasayouTUBE

Looking for a potent cosmic particle
accelerator? There’s one near earth

Data from three space missions in 2017 revealed something strange. They found a transi

nt but large-scale phenomenon upstream of the earth’s bow

shock. where the solar wind hits the planet’s magnetic field. Electrons in the earth’s foreshock seemed to acquire an enormous amount of energy

Qudsia Gani

nderstanding how particles

such as electrons travel vast

distances in space or how they

acquire ultra-high energy has
been a long-standing puzzle in
astrophysics.

In fact, physicists’ picture of the
manner of energy propagation in the
universe is still not fully clear. On January
13, researchers with the Applied Physics
Laboratory at Johns Hopkins University in
the U.S. and Northumbria University in
the U.K. made an important finding that
mitigates some of the fuzziness.

In their paper, published in the journal
Nature Communications, the researchers
reported that collisionless shock waves,
which are easy to find throughout the
universe, could be the cosmic engines
driving subatomic particles in space to
extreme speeds. The team found these
shock waves to be among nature's most
powerful particle accelerators.

Scouting the plasma

These shock waves are born in plasma - a
gas of charged particles that can conduct
elelgricity and interact with magnetic
fields.

The study was based on data from
three of NASA's space-based data sources:
the Magnetospheric Multiscale (MMS)
mission, the Time-History of Events and
Macroscale Interactions during Substorms
(THEMIS) mission, and the Accelerati

it’s possible to transmit waves at faster
than the speed of sound through the
atmosphere — these are called shock
waves.

In general, the density of a plasma is
far lower than that of the three most
common states of matter: solid, liquid,
and gas. Another way of saying this is that
the average distance between the
constituent particles of plasma is much
greater than in a dense solid, liquid, or

gas.

But in plasma, the interparticle
distance is even greater than the range of
interparticle forces, which means any
particle in the plasma rarely collides with
another. Instead, the particles interact via
the electromagnetic force.

This means a shock wave sent through
the plasma will transfer its energy
forward not by smashing the particles
together but by riding the
electromagnetic forces between them.

The electron injection problem
Astronomers have found shock waves in
outer space near pulsars and magnetars,
in the hot disks of matter surrounding
black holes, and other similar energetic
objects. When a sufficiently massive star
explodes into a supernova, it throws out a
significant amount of energy. If the star is
surrounded by a plasma, the shock front
will ial in a collision

manner.

The electrons within the plasma itself
will be pushed forward at a speed that,
d ding on the ci could

Astronomers have found shock
waves in outer space near
pulsars and magnetars. in the hot
disks of matter surrounding
black holes, and other similar
energetic objects

mechanism requires electrons to have
been accelerated to around 50% of the
speed of light first before it can propel
them even further.

Whether there’s a natural process in
the universe capable of providing this first
bump - a.k.a. the electron injection

blem — has been a long- i
mystery in astrophysics.

Solar wind vs. magnetosphere

The researchers used real-time data from
the MMS, THEMIS, and ARTEMIS
missions about how the solar wind
interacted with the earth’s
magnetosphere and about the upstream
plasma environment near the moon. The
solar wind is a river of charged particles
constantly flowing out from the sun into
the solar system.

“One of the most effective ways to
deepen our understanding of the universe
we live in is by using our near-earth
plasma environment as a natural
lak v humbria h fellow
and study coauthor Ahmad Lalti said ina
press release.

When the solar wind hits the
magnetosphere, it slows down and
fers its energy into a shock wave.

Reconnection, Turbulence, and
Electrodynamics of the Moon's
Interaction with the Sun (ARTEMIS)
mission.

Based on their analysis, the researchers
have proposed a comprehensive new
model that includes recent theoretical
advancements in physics that they have
said can explain the acceleration of
electrons in collisionless shock
environments.

‘When you shout at your friend across a
field, say, the sound waves travel through
the air between you two to reach your

be very close to the speed of light. Such
electrons are said to be relativistic, since
their properties can now be described
only by the theories of relativity.

Such shock waves have previously been
found to play a key role in producing
cosmic rays: streams of high-energy
particles lling through the

that electrons in the foreshock region
typically have just around 1 keV of energy.

According to the researchers, these
high-energy electrons were generated by
a complex interplay of multiple
acceleration mechanisms, including the
interactions with various plasma waves
and with transient structures in the
earth’s bow shock and foreshock. They
also excluded the influence of solar flares
and coronal mass ejections from the sun
at this time.

A cosmic-ray contribution

“In this work, we use in-situ observations
from MMS and THEMIS/ARTEMIS to show
how different fundamental plasma
processes at different scales work in
concert to energise electrons from low
energies up to high relativistic energies,”
Lalti said in the statement. "Those
fundamental processes are not restricted
to our solar system and are expected to
occur across the universe.”

Indeed, the team’s refined acceleration
model provides new insights into the
workings of space plasma and other
phenomena within our solar system.

For example, as the researchers wrote
in their paper, scientists believe

up: s are ible for
creating cosmic rays - yet it’s possible at
least some of them might have been
created by the process described in the
paper.
In some star systems, they wrote,
“Under the presence of [gas-giants
orbiting very close to their stars), the

of massive fields

The region where this transfer hapyp is
known as the bow shock, and its leading
area is called the foreshock. The position
of the bow shock depends on the speed of
the solar wind and its density.

Data collected by the three missions on
December 17, 2017, in particular, revealed

When one such stream smashes into the
earth's atmosphere, it breaks up into a
shower of other particles.

In the new study, the researchers
focused on diffusive shock acceleration, a
well-known mechanism capable of
accelerating electrons to |

friend’s ears. The travel happens ata
speed equal to the speed of sound
through the atmosphere. But sometimes,

energies through collisionless shock
waves. But there’s a catch: the

strange. The team found a
transient but large-scale phenomenon
upstream of the earth's bow shock.
During this event, electrons in the earth’s
foreshock seemed to acquire more than
500 keV of energy. If this was entirely
kinetic energy, the electrans would have
been moving at around 86% of the speed
of light.

This was a striking result given the fact

enables our mechanism to potentially
sustain” electrons of a million to a billion
keV of energy.

“Our results, therefore, imply that a
portion of the cosmic ray distribution of
relativistic electrons might originate from
the interaction of planetary ... shocks with
typical stellar winds.”

They concluded by asking for more
research by the “stellar astrophysics and
particle acceleration communities” to
verify their idea.

(Qudsia Gani is an assistant professor in
the Department of Physics, Government
Degree College Pattan, Baramulla.
qudsiagani6@gmail .com)
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CE QUIZ

A brief history of the Indus civilisation

Vasudevan Mukunth excavations at Mohenjo-daro. Name X. mic - Ans:

L 4. Belt of volcances encircling the Pacific
[N QUESTION 4 Ocean - Ans: Ring of Fire
QUESTION 1 The early years of the Indus civilisation 5. Name of continent created by closing the

Name the type site of the Indus
civilisation. A type site in archaeology is a
particular place or settlement that defines
the culture and/or other characteristics

identified with the civilisation. 3500 BC. Fill in the blank Bhupender Singh
1Y [N Answers to March 7 quiz:
QUESTION 2 QUESTION § 1. Hormone responsible for regulating

& considered to have been
one of the major cities of the Indus
civilisation. Located in the Cholistan
Desert in Pakistan's Punjab, It is today
threatened by land-use conversion in the
surrounding areas. Fill in the blank.

LN

QUESTION 3

Three officers of the Archaeological

Survey of India — X, D.R. Bhandarkar, and

M.S, Vats — are credited with discovering

the importance of Mohenjo-daro to the

Indus civilisation and its antiquity. X's

input in particular prompted large-scale
cM

overlapped with the late periads of a
neolithic settlement centrad on

today lying in Balochistan. A farming
village here has been dated to 5000 BC to

Name the bronze statue unearthed at
Mohenjo-daro that revealed two facts
about the civilisation: that its artists knew
how to blend and cast metals and make
statues, and that the civilisation's culture
Included dancing as an art form.
Answers to March 6 quiz

1. Name of the plastic trash problem in the
North Pacific - Ans: Great Pacific
Garbage Patch

2. Pacific Ocean tides along North
America's west coast - Ans: Mixed
semidiurnal tides

3. Feature that's the largest known

Pacific - Ans: Amasia

Visual: Ferdinand Magellan

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Pratiksha
Dey | Lawmi Shelke | Dinesh Kumar |

menstrual cycle - Ans: Oestrogen

2. B vitamin that helps prevent neural tube
defects - Ans: Folate (B9)

3. Condition where body doesn't produce
enough RBCs - Ans: Anaemia

4. Vitamin that plays crucial role in calcium
absorption - Ans: Vitamin D

5. Whether progesterone levels are constant
through menstrual cycle - Ans: False
Visual: Rosalind Franklin

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Karthikeyan
R. | Kittu Choudhary | Anmol Agrawal | 13
Fathima Niloofar

Please send in your answers to
science@thehindu.co.in

A painted stand with wavy concentric circles, found at Harappa. it

belongs to the Ravi phase of the Indus civilisation. File photo

L4

Intuitive Machines’ Athena lander riding on the
SpaceX Fakcon 9 rocket, lifts off from Launch

Complex 394 at NASA's Kennedy Space Center, in
Florida, on February 26, 2025. aFP

Private lunar
lander is
declared dead
after landing
sideways

Associated Press

A private lunar lander is no longer
working after landing sideways in a crater
near the moon's south pole, and its
mission is over, officials have said.

Launched last week, the lander named
Athena missed its mark by more than 250
metres and ended up in a frigid crater, its
maker and operator, Intuitive Machines,
said, declaring it dead.

Athena managed to send back pictures
confirming its position and activate a few
experiments before going silent. NASA
and other customers had packed the
lander with $62 million worth of
experiments, including an ice drill, a
drone, and a pair of rovers to roam the
unexplored terrain.

It’s unlikely Athena's batteries can be
recharged given the way the lander's solar
panels are pointed and the extreme cold
in the crater.

The bigger, four-wheeled rover never
made it off the fallen lander, but data
beamed back indicates it survived and
could have driven away had everything
gone well, said Lunar Outpost, the
Colorado company that owns it.

This was the second landing attempt
for Intuitive Machines. The first, a year
ago, also ended with a sideways landing,
but the company was able to keep it going
for longer than this time. Despite all the
problems, the company’s first lander
managed to put the US back on the moon
for the first time in more than 50 years.

Earlier in the week, another Texas
company scored a successful landing
under NASA's commercial lunar delivery
p intended to t
business on the moon while preparing for
astronauts' return. Firefly Aerospace put
its Blue Ghost lander down in the far
northern latitudes of the moon’s near
side.

Firefly CEO Jason Kim reported Friday
that eight of the 10 NASA experiments on
Blue Ghost already have met their mission
objectives. It's expected to operate for
another week until lunar daytime ends
and solar power is no longer available.

The south polar region of the moon is
particularly difficult to reach and operate
on given the harsh sun angles, limited
communications with the earth, and the
uncharted, rugged terrain. Athena’s
landing was the closest a spacecraft has
come to the south pole, just 160 km away.

That’s where NASA is targeting for its
first landing by astronauts since the 1960s
and 1970s Apollo program, no earlier than
2027. The craters are believed to hold
tonnes of frozen water that could be used
by future crews to drink and turn into
rocket fuel.

Intuitive Machines has contracts with
NASA for two more moon landing
deliveries. The company said it will need
to determine exactly what went wrong
this time before launching the next
mission.

In both landings by Intuitive Machines,
problems arose at the last minute with the
prime laser navigation system.

Intuitive Machines’ rocket-propelled
drone, Grace, was supposed to hop across
the lunar surface before jumping into a
crater to look for frozen water. The two
rovers from two other companies, one
American and one Japanese, were going
to scout around the area as well.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to

schence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page'

Y amy
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CHALLENGE OF PEACE

Violence sparked by free movement initiative reflects mistrust
between communities that must be addressed in Manipur

HE ONGOING ETHNIC cnnﬂln in Manipur has resulted not only in massdxs-

Athed of people, but also

EDITORIAL PAGE
ThelndianEXPRESS Th

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WORDLY WISE
AS LONG AS THERE WAS COFFEE IN THE WORLD,
HOW BAD COULD THINGS BE?
— CASSANDRA CLARE

e captain’s touch

Behind India’s dream run is the heft of Rohit Sharma’s
leadership — always engaged and poised

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

MS DHONI led with a trancuil face. Virat Kohl

the captain was all energy, constantly trying

to get under du-skin of q!punents Rohit
He

wears his emotions on his sleeve and is con-

gation of the Meiteis and the Kukis, so much so that neither

stantly and about

The second-most-successful Indian cap-

deenit

seemmgﬁymre-

O 22months.  tin ever, with two ICC titles now, Rohit's
several mdentsorwolﬂtehaveukm place whm..w... from one ity acci- legacywi bo
dentally territory. Manipur witl invested in his team. He wears his authority
tre of partition, ¢ this back- Whm\mdym;sandsm
drop, Union Home Minister Amit 9H|I s recent call for across towards the less skilled
Manipur, effects ion. The

lan involved

between the hills and the valley, es-
mmdbyoemnllmusrbwm the fragility of the situation was underscored whena

ilgnirniUnlimﬁhmi.hemwrswitdudT
s i  Uniike Kohii.b

pusmwalnlcdond\emyﬁmdaynlﬂmwm marking the first casu- anger influence his strategy.

altyin four h: sy calm that inmost f thy yearat " beft mgﬁm‘

msmcthe lastyeari ictsof Imphal Tﬂdﬂ**ﬂﬁm‘nwﬂmkﬂu
n lit was

Theincident nge of peace that everybody, citizens
and the state, must step up to.
The NH-2 and NH-37 highways serve as the lifelines of the state, enabling the move-

mofpndsandpumndhctvmlhcvallryamlilhdhkuhmshmwd

a casual conversation. In Kohli's absence, his

very young team — which had Yashasvi

Jaiswal, Dhruy Jurel and Sarfaraz Khan — had
& Balle:

History shows that handling
a team that has former
captains, players with tgm
and young img

get sour or toxic if not whisked wisely.
Agrmmnnmf.knmdoesn‘uﬂy

cided to sit and chat with the other 20-some-
things in the team after he had batted at the

ngmdmhcrgtu;lubmhnhs!ndrm-

nets,
asking the left-hander to do some fielding
drills. Or. when Ieﬂ -arm wrist-spinner

he is dealing with.
Ihhll's blg:sl captaincy achievement is
ith Kohli. For
lhns, both — mates since their junior days-

‘thik has, dekhte
hm karte hain" Kanpur boy, he gets an earful
from the captain.

Against England in Tests, Sarfaraz was
asked by Rohit to field at silly point. The young-

turned-captaincy- — deserve
equal credit.

Aframe from the 2024 T20 World Cupvic-
tory parade captured the Rohit-Kohli broth-

Rohit barked, “Hero mat ban, guard manga le
(Ask for the guard, don't try to act smart)”.
Befmeﬂnmlrhaddmpuﬂedhnn::pfnr

posterity. vic-

torylap, ahead of

him. F
that the moment deserved to be recorded.
Draped in the Tricolour, they posed as India

care of myson)”
All Rohit i isbei figure.

mxmmmb@mm .

got bout of

At this ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai,
too, there were such moments. After his hun-
dmmhmmmmmsw

rookies isn't casy. Rohit is

these hif p futasepamudmm— Rohit looked happy. He had just retumed

mmmn" h inflation. i y. from by icd his wi i
ited cked hills. The home min- he looked drained. With his famous half-
smile, he explained how making the young-
mu‘sphnwas:l.mdar!sdwn;dnspmtuhrpamdhmunBuwnMan:hB while s uncerstond the aumnes o st richet:

toChurachandpur another travel- i
lmmnuymmﬂﬂq:dmmwmabyhmmmdsdptmd&mgmths& e hisexpe-
« The the Centre's diktat with- rience to the

outﬁm a&quﬂﬂaﬁmmd&mﬂmmumﬂul mnununmu'fhew:ﬂmlkm:s

nveahmxﬂ!yuurmhedmtmmw
above

nodoubt that Manipur is still far f Chief
MuumfNBlnnSmghIudmgmhtsdu\umlewnamm'-mededxfbtlmdmp.w

the d d fire chiefinan
casily inflammable dressing
room. First, there is Kohli,
the game's global poster boy,
who lost his captaincy to
Rohit, Also in the ranks is
Hardik Pandya, who

It was that "main hu na(l am there), don't

need but a tactical

unkﬁxlnmzm»-ﬁniswvrsm was
playing a steady hand. Rohit and Shami got
lrmahmdlgﬂleﬁddsmmwam

mcu:va left
worry” gesture. i it's face was 1
broad topdsdmusmﬂrdl.mmdcqm;b&

With Hardik too, Rohit hasn't allowed
the intrigue of succession to enter the play-
ing arena. Minutes before the semi-final
against Australia, the two were involved in
an intense discussion. They didn't look like
former and present Mumbai Indians cap-
tains, but the team’s new-ball bowder and

in discussi i deal

but
to his skipper, the plan had worked. India was
atpeace.

Rohit the bats-
man has received over the years, the one by
Pakistan batting great Zaheer Abbas stands
out. “Rohit ko dekh ke badi tasalli hoti hai, ek

g

m-xlesmcdschoulmallﬂmm

needs tob - bp a1 ) History shows that handling a team that
the normal fi of is for Manipur’s return to has former captains, players with egos and
is will also need a wider i Twenty-two i ies i Rohit

manths later, Manipur i tured, with haping daily life. isthy i : ‘hief i s
he violenc he free initiative i b e b:;;m e the
ist between both it must, therefore, priori- game’s poster by, wholost his captai-
S oV NinoK ¢ Thegve . Doy Ticyto Robit Alsointhe ranksis Hardik Pan-
e sovemor Ajay Kumar Bhallatook g \yg replaced Rohit as Mumbai Indians
X weapon: captain, Add
afraction of the arms and were this effort must be to the mix a gaggle of young captaincy aspi-
to foster i Meiteis and Kukis, to lay jon fo rants and a strong-headed coach with firm
an enduring reconciliation. likes and dislikes in Gautam Gambhir. This

THE WINNING HABIT

With Champions Trophy triumph, India ticked important
boxes mandatory to be a bonafide cricketing superpower

OTTOOLONG ago, i ricket Id standard. It
‘was what the: i 2. Th
mdnmmlmdﬂr[CWnlpms,mﬂmmaMamhyuh
ups. i
kept ing cris i icdef ir rivals in ICC event finals
ke th d fIndia at World Cup final. That
Nowe Indiais wh v d
that is bigger than the MCG, a talent pool and als ‘s El Dorado — the IPL.
WithSunday's Chamypions Trophy triumph, Indiatic

be a bonafide cricketing superpower. By winning two of the last lheeIL‘CMnls,lm
ﬂquermMy-culmamdmnanmw by compelling the world to travel to
Dubai fora showed lis the shots.

India’s problem historically has been picking those sharp shining needles in the big
haystack The BCCI ecosystem had reached every Indian town, now the IPL talent scouts
mmﬁmﬁernﬂdmduﬂywlﬂgmr&ﬂtwhmmcmmmeh&dbmn

Agarkar, ¢ ul Dravid and Gautam
Gunbturgnnnyn.mhamd!h: d
give the Thereisal For the last couple of years, close to 10

players have been regulars, Those who lost the 2023 World Cup were seen on the podium
last year at the T20 World Cup and now at Dubai for the Champions Trophy. Unlike in the
past, the egos of India's cricketing greats, or the presence of big-ticket coaches, haven'tim-
pacted the cohesiveness of the team on the field.

Notwithstanding the successes, Indian cricket is a work in progress. The loss to New
Zealand at home and Australia away, are red flags that need immediate tending to, Forcing
the stars to play Ranji Trophy is a positive move but Test cricket needs to be incentivised
mare and the young have to be tutored in the nuance of the mother format. Plus to be the
true leader of world cricket, India at the ICC needs to be inclusive. It would also beatravesty
Allhtllﬂumu Vwaxkdlllamm-u d thei aTest series win

ill need cals

placed Rohit as Mumbai
Indians captain. Neither
transition was less. Add

to the mix a gaggle of young
captaincy aspirants and a
strong-headed coach with
firm likes and dislikes in
Gautam Gambhir. This
means Rohit has in front of
him a mix that can get

sour or toxic if not

hisked wisely.

with Travis Head, ke shot marta hai... wahi uska art hai (You get
T)memumswt!nm:angmnm— a certain solace watching Rohit bat, you get
Ived i divine joy, He invents shots, that is his art),”
asan over-thinker, In such situations, there are saxl.
Voic .mun-mumAlL incy. His lead-
rounder ;" old hand mhtp exudes solace and mllulncssAnd
A@lmmmﬂnjdennmdvmna what dothose
see? They se ist, not the
el e adds 1o the tearm hi

ing KLRahul,
Mlowu!amlysilgﬁ!pitdlbemunhals
“You guys keep talking, | will bow! the next
mrxhalk.'mmmulmppd
contrast, the younger lot get reined in
byﬁnl\nswaghluk.Suwi!njmwaldc—

mhﬂms&ﬂmthtmunandhsmn:sdo
well. It shows their ignorance about cricket,
and even politics,

A FIELD OF HER OWN

Digital technologies are enabling women to break traditional barriers in farm work

ANAMIKA AJAY AND SURAJITA TURUK

NATIONALSTATISTICS CONFIRM that India's
agri-food systems, comprising agriculture,
livestock rearing, a;xulnu'gry and fisheries
depend heavily on women's paid and unpaid
labour. Yet, women's productivity is affected

by P!
time, impose controls over productive re-
sources, restrict access to inputs and scien-
tific knowledge and undermine their deci-
sum-mahng capacities, Gender intersects

power like caste and
class to shape ways in which labour and
power are divided between men and
women, Women are typically assigned tasks
that are labour-intensive, low-paying, and

|m|uhle

have

g s . ey

po

ductivity. In fact, mechanisation has led to
women losing their paid work in these sec-
tors. When technologies are designed to re-
duce women'’s workload, it leads to an in-
crease in their productivity.

Inthe last decade, the M S

Small interventions and

and debts. A

access to technology and financial alloca-
tions. Women are assigned the most low-
value work.

Tractors are seen as a symbol of mascu-
line power, 'limldiesslnwhuwpncud

muuhlhwumnvmﬂwlpnwnm
lnm.fmmnun about fish availability, po-

their

allyabout

digi

farm mac mento
reaffirm mm masculine dominance,
Investments in («hnologles that ease
women's work are not important
at the household Icvel Tasks like manual

tal tec has brought about Il‘llpl!S-
sive changes in women's work. MSSRF has
provided low-income women fish workers
in the coastal districts of Nagapattinam,
Mayiladuthurai, Cuddalore and

weeding

ing, which are extremely time-consuming

o mohlle phones, nhlels. h(lﬁmesand -

and physically are

intemet

infem

y manage-

|ls¢dlpul

like enabling '

Thes: small mrwnmns and acl:m o

mation, technologies, and machinery and
training them to develop skills to use them,

Wi

similar
fisheries sectors too. They faced numerous
setbacks with the shift to large mechanised

et dth Sl Ao

reaching impact on how small<scale ﬁsh
workers relate to their work. They can navi-
gate various structural dullmvs and are

more resilient to the

access to digital technol

L)

Research Foundation has been working on
enabling women farmers and fish workers
access technologies that not only close the
gender divide but also have significant im-

haveb ht about far-
reaching imy Facls on how
small-scale fish workers

relate to their work. They can

centralised harbours and landing centres
nma-e located faramyfmm thﬂrwlban

by larger
well as to serious -al challenges.
‘While n is true that gender-| msponsm

earn more m(ruscd women were kﬁ to
struggle in strenuous activities like process-

break di and give

ke choices, letus also

pacts on women's productivity, decision- ot e cn o ing drying and vending. not underestimate the r!sllienre of patri-
making and control over their time. For in- '_l'w‘x“" various structural - archy. in ~re-
I HE ‘ AN ADIANO stance, it has been working closely with the challenges and are more ersand export traders in these harbours,  sponsive technologies then need to be ac-
Koraput district resilient to the small-scale d mar- by an enabling ecosystem that
. " . in Odisha to revive small millet cultivation vulnerabilities induced by inalised 2 d fi families, jes, the mar-
Miffed with the US, Canadians have renamed asasolution tothe food and nutritioninse- |3 o yransformations inythc elldis- ket and the state accountable,
the Americano. It's bitter revenge curityimtiwraglon. Small it cutvation Lo st aster | y manage o buy a small ) )
mdusmglnmshuwlygndutd.wlhm y quantity, street Ajay is and Turuk is
ORGET THEICE ing almost all the serious ecological challenges. Rs 800/day, a major share of which goes to dmhpmem associate, gender, MSSRF
Canadians " - e Bharban
of atariff war against its noeth i cafies across Canada d
the. i and popul asthe
“Canadiano™. Th s, ironically, the W f 1
hat fany counny with, MARcH 11, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
for instance, the of french fries as “freedom fries” following o
hmsuwmmnmhnmmuﬂrx;pmwsedbyd!mmmdym?mmm INDIA CRUSH PAKISTAN chosenin twoother states, InOrissa | BPatnaik  eyeball confrontation, and often bullets fly
that the long, slim-cut and deep-fri . 5 N d e past our j highest point
laid claim to it & nan F,,_,,., & s AN INSTINCTIVELY AGGRESSIVE K Srikkanth  while Harideo Joshi and Vasantrao Patil took  in our northern defence perimeter,” a de-
b = and all-rounder Ravi Shastri carried Indiato  oath as chief ministers of Rajasthan and  fence ministry source said.
S b the U v and an eight-wicket victory over Pakistan in the inghand ND’ i
patriotism, via their menas, Even further back, in 1915, the torpedoing of the ocean liner finals of the World Championship of Cricket  chosen as leaders at legislature party meet- PAK CONSTITUTION

Mmmmbyacenmnu—hmmdmeauydmemmmmmﬁd\mdwa
surge of anti-Ci intheUS. pickle k
kraut, which migrants from Germany had brought to North America, was renamed “lib-
erty cabbage™ (mare ludi G “liberty measles™).
Canximsmdiyhowrv«mundowelmnaﬂhuwthrmnamum:mbem

vented. Finding the beloved local coffe g for their
m&mmnCBpmdmmdmngmhMrﬂpmmmmdanm
itered- u l!lht —orbitter . Canadians
should show their of espresso-strength coffee.

L J

tournament in Melboume. India got off to a
steady start with openers Srikkanth and
4 e s e bt

ielded ch di

y stand, y
of the fiery Imran Khan and Azeem Hafeez,

CMs SWORN IN

THE CHIEF MINISTERS of three Congress (1}-
ruled states were swom in and party leaders

amanar indanaversadie S -_—

ings in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

SIACHEN STAND-OFF

THE SITUATION ALONG the Siachen glacier
at the northern frontier of Ladakh, where
Pakistani troops and commandos launched

vive the nation's mn;mum except for por-

among

otherthings. “Today is a historic day," said Zia,

He did not detail the pans that remain
be revived in

three majorincursions last year, remains un- dmpped sa lhcy
changed, with both sides ing each
other wi Jet-up, "It o he said.
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What Chinese state media is saying about Trump foreign policy

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI MARCH10

AS DONALD Trump takes a wrecking ball to
America's relationships with several coun-
tries, his wards and actions in the Oval Office
have twice triggered the strongest reactions.

One, the extraordinary humiliation of
Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and, two, the announcement, wnh Israel’s
leader Benjamin Netanyahu by his side, of a
plan for the United States to “own" Gaza and
build a“riviera” there.

The first incident, on February 28,
marked a remarkable break in US policy to-
wards Ukraine th.u Fumpe.lnmumﬂcsww

i the transat-

lantic alliance, and the democratic princi-

Zelenskyy was rebuked, China, the most sig-
nificant ally of the Kremlin, issued no official
reaction. The Chinese, who have been in-
creasingly active diplomatically i West Asia
of late, did say they rejected the displace-
mentof the people of Gaza, but did not men-
tion Trump or the US in a staternent.

What is China, the world's second most
powerful count: 7y thinking at this extraor-
dinary moment? Reporting and commen-
tary in the Global Times and China Daily, two

prominent English-language outlets of

China's state-run media, and the English

version of Praple’s Daily, the mouthpiece of

the Chinese Communist Party, provide
some insights,

On Trump-Zelenskyy, Ukraine
Following the Oval Office meeting,

ple. The second, on February 4, d

Chinese med; ry has focused on

to a virtual ab. nt of the t tats
solution by the US, and was immediately
rejected by the Arab world,

While Russia expressed delight after

the of the US-led Western polit-

macy: Lessons from a White House dispute’,
stressing the need for dialogue among inter-
national actors, “It is a falkacy to assume that
peace in Ukraine hinges solety on a bilateral
agreement between the American and
Russian presidents,” it said, possibly suggest-
frg that Beljing must have a role. “Any such
agreement, even if it existed before the
Trump-Zelenskyy meeting at the White
House, would have been
tached from the broader
geopolitical realities,”

A day later, an editorial

GLOBAL

in the face of current realities”, it noted.
The Oval Office blow-up appeared to be

“a carefully orchestrated sctup”, which “of-

f«ed a mwlng and revealing glimpse mm

of the Trumy

("White House shouting match between
Trump, Zelensky ‘rare, dramatic’ in history
of modem intl relations: expert’), said the
events “demmumcd tothe Trump admin-

lhc cdmzd.ll said, lluuﬂoned |hch|m|x.m
Union that “this episode should serve as a
wake-up call: the era of relying on US secu-

rity guarantees may be coming to an end” -
and contrasted the American
approach with that of China.

“As the US under the
Trump administration in-

("Great television”
changes underway’) noted the
meeting was “astark reminder of the shifting
dynamics of global diplomacy and the chal-
Icngﬂ larrd by naliom navigating an in-
jonal land-
snpc The | planned deal on Ukraine's
mmnal\whach “had drawn criticism for its
loitative nature”, had been

ical order, and the perils of relyi theUS.

OnMarch 1, Prople’s Daily published an opin-
ion article titled, "How not to conduct diplo-

[SIWYTS] SCIENCE |

HOW A GENE-EDIT

EDBANANA MAY

HELPREDUCEFOOD WASTE

BROWN, OVER-RIPE bananas often end
up in dustbins, even when they are per-
fectly edible. This has led to mtnn\t\&-
veloping a new genetically- cnrl
banana which has a longer shelf-life, and
does not brown as much.

Tropic, the UK-based biotech com-
pany which has developed these ba-
nanas, claims that their fruit remains
fresh and yellow for 12 hours after being
peeled, and is also less likely to turn
brown sting

and transportation,

Why do bananas turn brown?

Bananas boast a colourful life cycle —
they start at adeep green, change to.a de-
licious yellow, and end (If not consumed
beforehand) at an unappetising brown.
These changes are a product of their
ripening process, which is caused by a
hormone called ethylene.

Although many fruits produce ethyl-
ene, bananas produce a lot of it, And un-
like melons and citrus fruits, they keep
producing ethylene even after being har-
vested, Contact with ethylene triggers the
activity of a number of genes, including
one which linked to the production of the

It is natural for bananas to turm
brown. Wikinedia Commors

cally engineered fruits to be approved for
commercial sale in the US, and have been
sold in the country (and elsewhere) since
2017. The browning of apples is also
caused by PPO,

“Blocking the production of polyphe-
nol oxidase has also been shown to work
intomatoes, melon, kiwifruits and mush-
rooms,” an article in The Guardian said.

enzyme polyphenol oxidase (PPO).

It is this enzyme that makes bananas
turn brown, PPO coming in contact with
mynrnbruhdwmlrryclkmw

Wh d
?

;ananas are extremely perishable,

with some estimates saying that as much

a5 50% of the crop goes to waste each year.

abrown hue, B fthe AUKg survey’ 2017 sug-

fruit — as is common during its h.mdlng gests that British people bin 14

~ leads to the production rquan-  million edible bananas every day, The
tities of ethylene, and thus speeds upthe  Guardian reported.

ripening and browning process. This is financially wasteful and harm-

ful for the environment. Food waste is a

Howwasa major of 215(GHG)
[ whichare

The company made precise changes  ing, Preventing bananas from bmwnm;

to existing banana genes such that the
production of PRO is disabled, This does

may reduce food waste by encouraging
people to catolder but edible fruit.

not stoj: but helps
k«pwlppurmn-s sothat the fruit con-
tinues to look appetising for longer,

The same gene was silenced in Arctic
apples developed by Okanagan Specalty
Fruits Inc. These became the first geneti-

y's press-re-
lease, 'Tmpx 's non-browning bananas...
can support a reduction in CO2 emissions
exquivalent to removing 2 million passen-
ger vehicles from the road each year™.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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crisis might be more
dulltnmng than it had initially planned”.
On March 2, Global Times sald Western
countries “are reeling not only because of the
battlefield and Europe’s security future, but
also the painful realization that under US'
“America First” approach, the transatlantic
alliance is under risk of changing from ane
of shared values to a lunuﬂton.ll relation-

creasingly retreats fi
national responsibilities, the
concept of a "US-led West" is receding into
history,” it said, “China, for its part, has con-
sistently advocated for dialogue and con-
sensus-building to achieve a peaceful res-
olution to the conflict in Ukraine. Beijing's
vision of a community with a shared future
for mankind is rooted in the principles of
multipolarity and mutual respect.”

Global Times, in an article on March 1

ship"('E ,,..‘.... inhaste fol-
lowing Trump-Zelensky row’
On Trump's plan for Cau

Since the Hamas attack of October 7,
2023, and the Istacli military offensive that
has all but flattened Gaza, China has offi-
clally called for peace and talked about a
long-term solution to the Isracli-Palestinian
conflict, State media has frequently pub-
lished criticisms of the US and Israel, and

IEGTLEE) FOREIGN POLICY & DIPLOMACY |

pointed to Chinese aid for Gaza.

While China has maintained trade and
diplomatic ties with Israel, Foreign Minister
Wiang Yi emphasised on March 7 that "Gaza
belongs to the Palestinian people, and is an
inseparable part of the Palestinian terri-
tory”. He said China supported the plan for
Gaza proposed by Egypt and other Arab
countries on March 4.

re wals comparatively less commen-
tary in Chinese media following Trump's ink-
tial announcemnent, but it underdined China's
basic position.

The Global Times reported comments by
a spokesperson that “Palestinians govern-
ing Palestine” should be the fundamental
principle of post-conflict governance of
Gaza. The article quoted a Chinese professor
as saying, "Gaza is Palestinian territory, be-
longing to its people — not the US or any
other country. Its future should not be dic-
tated by the US.” (‘China opposes forced dis-
placement of the people in Gaza: Chinese
FM', February 5).

y Mauritius matters

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be in Mauritius for its National Day, which, like much else in the
country, has an Indian connection. Its location in the Indian Ocean makes Mauritius strategically important

SHUBHAJIT ROY
PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi will be in
Mauritius Tuesday for a two-day State visit,
his second since 2015, He will be the Chief
Guest at Mauritius' National Day Celeb-
rations on March 12,

Mauriuu: a strategically located island

an Ocean, isan im-

portant nﬂy\bmn for India. A key reason for
the special ties is that people of Indian-origin
comprise nearly 70% of the istand’s popula-
tion of 1.2 million.

Mauritius was once a French colony, be-
fore being taken over by the British, Under
the nearly century-long French rule (in the
1700s), Indians were first brought to
Mauritius from the Puducherry region to
work as artisans and masons, Under British
rule, about half a million Indian indentured
workers came to Mauritius between 1834
and the early 1900s, About two-thirds of
these workers settled in Maurith

Pﬂme Mlnlutr N.m-ndn Modl wlm hll Mauritian counterpart Navinchandra

in New Delhi in 2014, Rewsers

Jawaharlal Nehrw, and Sarogini Naidu, He had
strong llnks with Nﬂalu Subhash Chandra
Bose

Even the National Day has an interesting
Indian connection. Mahatma Gandhi had
briefly stopped in Mauritius on his way to
India from South Africa in 1901, He gave the
Indian workers three transformative mes-
sages: the importance of education, political

ted with
Indhia. Thus, as tribute m(‘..md\l the National
Day of Mauritius is celebrated on March 12,
the date of the Mahatma's Dandi march,

History of ties

Mauritius was among the first few coun-
tries with which independent India estab-
lished diplomatic relations in 1948, Since its
Indrpcndcnce from the British in 1968,

ha

jor political families, the Ramgoolami
'Svcmmugur Ramgool.\m and his son,

of Bose's books,
The Indian Struggle (1934).
Ties today: Infra, China factor

In March 2015, when PM Modi visited
Mauritius, India signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to improve transport facili-
thes at Agaléga island.

This agreement said that infrastructure
“for improving sea and air connectivity at the
Outer Island of Mauritius will go a long way
In ameliorating the condition of the inhabi-
tants of this remote Istand, These facilities
will enhance the capabilities of the Mauritian
Defence Forces in safeguarding their inter-
ests in the Outer Island.”

Agakéga island is located 1,100 km northof
Mauritius and is closer to the Indian southern
coast. It is spread over an area of 70 sq k. In
February 2024, India and Mauritius jointly in-

Navin)and the uth

} a-wvnunh)myplmx
hat India in-

and son, Pravind ). Navin R, lam, who

won the elections last year, has been the PM
of Mauritius twice before (from 1995 to 2000,
and from 2005 to 2014).

His father led the country's freedom
struggle and was the first PM of independ-
ent Mauritius. He worked closely with many
Indian freedom fighters, including Gandh,

tended to build a military base at the island,
then PM Pravind Jugnauth dismissed them,
saying, "there has never been any agenda foe
Mauritius to reling over

any agenda to transform Agaléga to a mili-
tary base.. here, Iwish to mm-rul)ydcplorc
condemn India-bashing campaign..”

For India, China's increasing footprint in
the Inclian Ocean region has been a cause of
concern. It thus wants to work closely with
island countries like Mauritius.

cooperation in real-time data-sharing,

W INDIAN PROJECTS: Numerous India-
assisted development projects dot the
Mauri T P as-
sistance to Mauritius ust in the last decade is
nearly $1.1 billion, Of this, about $729 mil-
Hon is through lines of credit, and $427 mil-
Hon s through grant assistance, The bouguet
of executed projects contains three phases
of the Metro Express. An Mol was also
signed in January 2022 to undertake 96
small, people-oriented projects across
Mauritius, of which 51 have been inaugu-
rated so far.

® FIRST RESPONDER: [ndia has tradi-
llnnally been the first u-\pondcr !uv
Mauritius in times of crisis, includ)
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Wakashio oil-
spill crisis of 2020, and the cyclone last year,

W TRADE: India is amongst the largest
trading partners of Mauritius. Mauritius is
the second largest source of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) into India for FY 2023-24,
after Singapore, M.mrmus and In(lu signed
the Ce
and Partnership Agreement on Fchm.nyZZ.
2021, after nearly 15 years of negotiations, It
is the first trade agreement signed by India
with an African country.

Atpresent, 11 Inclian PSUs are in Mauritius,
including Bank of Baroda, Life Insurance
Corporation, and the National Building and
Construction Company Ltd (NBCC),

- SPACE AnAgreement
between Incia and Mauritius for the estab-
lishment ul Trlrmﬂry Tracking and

Notably, Mauritius faced the ds
ing Cyclone Chido last year, particularly af-
fecting Agaléga. India managed to mobilise
its naval assets and utilise the facilities cre-
ated in Agabéga to deliver assistance and re-
lief material.

These facilities have additionally assisted
Mauritius in its maritime surveillance, pa-
trolling of its vast Exclusive Economic Zone
and safeguarding the assets of its blue econ-
omy ecosystem from challenges such as
phracy, as well as drug and human trafficking.

Areas of focus
New Delhi will uek o bulld on some

W DEFENCE: The two sides are \oolunx
at moving on defence and mantime security,
and are likely to sign a technical agreement
on sharing white-shipping information be-

rtius au

its
the Agaléga islands, as some ill-minded per-
sons in and outside Mauritius attempted to
make believe, Likewise, there has never been

thorities. This will further enhance the mar-
itime security of Mauritius and the safety of
its trading corridors, and improve regional

Sateflites and
uunrh\khkh and cooperation in the fiekd
of space research, science and applications
was signed on December 26, 1986. In
November 2023, the Mauritius Research and
Innovation Councl (MRIC) and ISRO signed
aMemorandum of Understanding to estab-
lish a framework for cooperation on devel-
oping a joint satellite.
W CAPACITY BUILDING: Mauritius is one
of the largest beneficlaries of the Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
programme. Since 2002-03, India has trained
around 4,940 Mauritians under civilian & de-
fence slots of ITEC. About 2,300 Indian stu-
dents are currently pursuing higher rduc.h
Streams sy
hotel management, business studies, etc,
The visit will also touch upon the contri-
bution of Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and his
ancestry from Bihar, and celebrate the com-
mon cultural connections — the celebration
of Maha Shivratri in Mauritius, the Ganga
Talao holy pilgrimage site, and more,

When our ancestors started using tools: the theories and the evidence

ARJI.NW?A
NEW DELHI. MARCH 10

ich Ved capacity for con-
ceptual thought™,
In his book, Man the Tool-Maker ( 1949),

ment of stone toals that were found at the
site, Leakey insisted that the fossils discov-
ered belonged to the genus Homo because

lieved at the time, Primate d

But anthropologist Mary Marzke in

1983 ded ding to an article in

in the following decades have supp 4
Goodall's findings. Researchers have docu-

the Sclentific American, that “the types of

Humans: not so exceptional
The works of Goodall and Marzke chal-
lenge what scholars refer to as “human ex-

Oakley wrote: “The real difference between iquely trait, mented chimps coming up with redimen- — grips that Lucy and her kind may have  ceptionalism®, that is, the idea that hu-
OUR ANCIENT ancestors were using bone  what we choase to call an ape and what we tary e il capuchis K used... mnld[m.tuﬂlm[numwhmm mans are different from and superior to all
tools at least 1.5 million years ago, roughly — call man is one of mental capacity... tocon-  Other primates & tools of South iy tools” other species in the world.
amillion years eardier than was ptwlomw celve the idea of shaping a stone or stick for But evidence from the natural world  stone hat were hase pr with stone flakes ormunhnubunn to ex- The theory that tool-use and toolmak-
thought, a study pul: use inan future is wgs: wise. by while tools,  tract nutrient-rich marrow. Thiswas para-  ing are uniquely human traits stuck around
Journal Nature reported. yond the y apes”, harles Darwin wrote in The Descent of digm-shifting. for 50 long because of our belief that we are
The cartiest known stone tools are even Oakley'’s theory that tool technology ~ Man (1871) that “the chimpanzee in a state Lucy’s grippy hands Archaeol | evidence ¢ d  special, despite ample evidence around us
older, dating to 3.3 million years ago. And  was a uniquely human trait held ground for — of nature cracks a native Even after Goodall's ~ Marzke's thesis in 2010, A team of re-  suggesting otherwise.
our ancestors were likely using wooden  several decades. fruit, somewhat like a findings, scientists for  searchers in Ethiopla found “bones bearing For instance, the study of other primates
tools just as long ago, even though there is In 1964, British-Kenyan palacoanthro-  walnut, with a stone.” decades held on to an 1 vidence of stone tool use —~ h.u lhvwn that a number of hand mor-
no surviving evidence of this fact. pologist Louis Leakey and his colleagues Darwin'sideawas | ANTHROPOLOGY viewol  cutmark while car offthe — not just that of bumans — are
Fur long time, it tooltech-  prop thata of roughly 1.7 xpanded upon by pri- tool ] bone and percussion marks created while  capable of highly dexterous behaviours,
linkedto  million-y Id fossils discovered at the  matologist Jane Goodall This is why, when br\-akim the bones open to nlrad mn- So when did our ancestors begin using
Utmvrmdmmnovm However,  Olduvai Gorge (present-day Tanzania) be-  in the 1960s. She found that chimps were I pologist Donald joh in  row" ("Evid: for Stone-T tools?
predat-  longed to a new species within our own  notonly adept at using objects innatureas 1974 di acy, the keletonofl G o Animal Tlnmbdum 339 While it is impossible to determine an
Imﬁum—andpnulww.\lu. genus, He named this species Homo habills,  tools — sticks to fish for termites, leaves to a 3.2-million-year-old human ancestor of — million years ago at Dikika, Ethiopia’, pub-  exactdate, the latest evidence based on the
4 or the "handy/able man®, due to its pre-  drink water — but also occasionally modi-  the small-brained species Australopithecus  lished in Nature ) analysis of living primates suggests that
Man, the tool-maker’ sumed ability to make tools. fied them for a certain purpose. afzrensis, he did not give much thought to Five years later, another team found a  even “the last common ancestor of all great
British palacoanthropologist Kenneth This L he discow Now, if chimps could use, and (to an ex- vmhtrcrrmMWanool user Lucypre-  cache of 3.3 million-year-old stone toolsin - apes some 13 million years ago had preci-
Oakdey in the late 1940s eryal ateddex-  tent) make tools, tool-use and toolrmak l thy ilable stone atthe  Lomekwi, Kenya — the oldest such tools  sion dexterity and used tools,” the article in

and toolmaking as uniquely human traits

and an assoet.

were not uniguely buman traits, as was be-

time by more than 1.5 million years.

available till date,

the Scientific American said.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Indians repatriated
from scam centres in

The Ghodparas culled

THE 34

Number of youth who

A HINDU

in Bihar last year due

registered on Jammu

Net additional
spending requested by

Number of drones
sent by Russia in an

Authorities In Myanmar,

Myanmar
under pressure from

28 China, have cracked

down In recent weeks on the scam
compounds that have flourished in the
country's lawless borderlands. The Indlan
government sent a transport plane to carry
266 men and 17 women back home, w»

to crop damage

Bihar's
427955 .

Forest and
Climate Change Minister disclosed the
figure. “The drive to cull Ghodparas
{nilgals) was launched in response to
requests from varlous corners, as they
coused damage to crops,” he sald. »

& Kashmir job portal

in lakh, Replylng to a written
™ question of BJP MLA Sham

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary
sald that, “A total of 3,70,811 unemployed
youth have been registered on the
employment portal as of January 2025
This includes 66,626 gradustes, v

Lal Sharma In the Assembly,

the government

51,463

sought Parliament nod to spend net
additional T51,462.86 crore in the current
financial year ending March, The additional
expenditure includes T 12,000 crore
towards fertilizer subsidies. »

government

overnight attack

The Ukralndan military
said that Russia launched

176 drones during its

overnight attack. The country's armed
forces shot down 130 drones and another
42 did not reach thelr targets, the military
sald in a statement. meurees
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Does T.N. offer engineering courses in Tamil?

Follow us €D facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com/the_hindu @) instagram.com/the_hindu

When was the idea of offering engineering courses in Tamil first mooted? Does it still have patronage among students? What did a survey undertaken by the All
India Council for Technical Education state? Is medical education also given in Tamil? What about other police recruitment exams?

EXPLAINER

L. Suresh Kumarx

The story so far:
n March 7, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, while
participating in the CISF Day at
the newly named Rajaditya
Chola Recruits Training Centre at
Thakkolam in Ranipet district, said that
several States were offering medical and
engineering education using their
regional language as the medium of
nstruction. He appealed to Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin to follow suit
and offer medical and engineering
courses in Tamil medium. “I have been
asking for this for the last two years but to
no avail. I hope today he will certainly do
something,” Mr, Shah said.

Was Tamil offered as a medium of
instruction in engineering?

In 2010, the then M. Karunanidhi
government had mooted the idea of
offering engineering education with Tamil

What about medical education?
Tamil Nadu had toyed with the concept of
offering medical education in the Tamil
medium in 2010, “The minister had
announced engineering courses woulkl be
taught in Tamil from this year. Next, it
would be introduced in medical colleges,”
Karunanidhi had said in June of that year.
However, the idea did not take shape after
the DMK lost the elections in 2011, In
October 2022, State Health Minister Ma,
Subramanian said the government was
taking steps to introduce Tamil as a
medium in medical colleges, “Once the
Union government gives the nod to open
medical colleges in six districts that do
not have one, efforts will be made to start
amedical college in Chennal with Tamil
as medium of instruction,” he had said.
In December 2022, Union Finance
Minister Nirmalka Sitharaman,
participating in the convocation of the
Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University,
batted for teaching medical and allied
health courses, including nursing, in the
Tamil medium, Last year, the university's
Vice Chancellor K. Narayanaswamy said
affiliated medical colleges will offer

THE GIST
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In 2010, the then M,
Karunanidhi government had
maoated the idea of offering
engineering education with
Taendl as the medium of
Instruction

-

In December 2022, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, participating in
the convocation of the Tamil
Nadu Dr. M.G.R, Medical
University, batted for teaching
medical and allied health
courses, Including nursing, in
the Tamil medium.

v

In April 2023, Mr, Stalin strongly
opposed the decision of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) to conduct its
reciuitment examination for

canstables onty in Hindi and
as the medium of instruction, On an J education in Tamil and English and that English
experimental basis, it introduced Language woes: Union Home Minister Amit Shah at Ranipet district an March 7. € VEMGATACHALAPATHY the State will offer Tamil textbooks to
Bachelors in Engineering, both Civil and students, if required.
Mechanical, in the Tamil medium at of State government jobs for students who | the university reversed its decision on the
constituent colleges of Anna University studied in the Tamil medium (all courses). | advice of the Higher Education Minister, What about other exams?
during the academic year 2010411, The The then Vice Chancellor R. Velraj had In April 2023, Mr. Stalin strongly opposed
government also decided to set the What is the status now? said it was initially decided to withdraw the decision of the Central Reserve Police
undergraduate engineering examination Initially, the courses received good the civil and mechanical engineering Force (CRPF) to conduct its recruitment
question papers in both English and patronage with some students opting for courses due to poor patronage, and examination for constables only in Hindi
Tamil, giving students the option of the Tamil course even though they had instead introduce Tamil medium courses and English. He wrote to Mr, Shah urging
answering in either language. completed their schooling in the English in computer science and engineering, him to conduct the recruitment in Tami
When the single window counselling medium, as they got an opportunity to which were more in demand. and other regional kinguages. The CRPF
for Tamil Nadu Engineering Admissions studly in the prestigious College of The university, he said, had in the responded saying it has “never conducted
was being conducted in July 2010, Engineering, Guindy. Thus, the Tamil previous year, translated [into Tamil] written examination for any in-house
Karunanidhi made a rare visit to Anna medium of instruction was expanded to study material for 50 subjects. The recruitment in reglonal kanguages.” It said
University and said, “...the Tamil medium | more constituent colleges of Anna translation of another 500 subjects was computer-based test for recruitment of
education, which we talked about at the University. However, over the years, the underway. Incidentally, in 2021, the All constables is conducted in “Hindi and
World Classical Tamil Conference, has number of students opting for the Tamil India Council for Technical Education English only.” However, for the first time
also been popular with 149 students medium course has declined. In May (AICTE) said an online survey, which the Ministry of Home Affairs decided to
taking it up till now. I believe and hope 2023, the Anna University issued a drew responses from 85,195 conduct constable examinations for
that this number will increase.” In circular to suspend the Tamil medium undergrad students countrywide, Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF), such
September 2010, the Dravida Munnetra courses offered in 11 of its constituent revealed that 12,487 students preferred to | as CRPF, BSF and CISF, in 13 regional
Kazhagam (DMK) government colleges with effect from 2023.24. It study engineering in the Tamil medium if languages, in addition to Hindi and
promulgated an ordinance reserving 20% | triggered a controversy, following which given an option. English, from January 1, 2024,
. . L] representing FMCG stockists and WS
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Consumer Products Distribution
Federation (AICPDF) in their recent v
complaint to the Competition Quick commerce

quick commerce?

What are dark stores and how do they facilitate Q-commerce? How does customer data help elevate the

shopping experience on these digital platforms?

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:
uick commerce’s initial utility
wis presented to
under-lockdown customers
during the COVID19
pan " However, the youngest avenue
of digital shopping, having outlived its
initial utility, stayed on to alter how
people shop ~ particularly in urban India.

How does quick commerce function?
As a subclass of e-commerce, quick
commerce (Q-commerce) entails rapid
delivery, typically in 10 t 20 minutes, of
products to the customer's doorstep. This
Is facilitated by an elaborate network of
dark stores and/or distribution centres.
Dark stores refer to warehouses used by
the platforms solely to fulfil online orders,
with no in-person shopping. The idea is to
be in close proximity to the consumer to

™
K

facilitate faster deliveries,
Akt unlike a | retail

Partner and National Leader for
C Product and Retail Sector at

store or modern retail (super or hyper
markets), quick commerce based around
4 mobile app benefits from customer data
to create i feedback loop. This helps them
provide a customised shopping
experience in addition to planning their
inventory and responding better to the
demand of a product (and categories). An
example could be estimating when to
stock up a certain product that has a
seasonal demand or an abrupt
demographic influence, among others.

What's in it for brands?

According to a paper by the Centre for
Transpartation and Logistics of 1M
Ahmedabad, quick commerce is
beneficial to retailers owing to the
prospect of enhanced brand awareness
among consumers citing their
proliferation, Angshuman Bhattacharya,

EY-Parthenon, observed that the
bility of low-cost employabl

manpower, of a certain age and economic
profile, has been among the crucial
factors for the uptick and efficiency of
quick commerce in India. The other
aspect ks about abundant choice. Scale
also enables supply side advantages to
quick commerce platforms. “If an
individual company has to distribute a
frozen or chilled product, they could be
required to place a freezer in a Kirana
store which is very expensive,” he noted.

According to Grant Thorton Bharat, the
Indian quick commerce market is
presently valued at $3.34 billion and is
expected to reach $9.95 billion by 2029,
The industry grew 76% YoY in FY 2024,

What about traditional retailers?
Non-government organisations,

Commission of India (CCI accused the
quick commerce trio (Blinkit, Zepto and
Swiggty Instamart) of anti-competitive
practices. Predatory pricing and deep
discounting were among the major
concerns highlighted by the distributors’
forum. According to them, the platforms
“unfairly” set prices of products below
landing costs to deliberately eliminate
competitors from the market, Once the
objective is attained, platforms increase
prices to recoup the loss. The AICPDF
also pointed to the platforms having
“deep pockets” because of the inflow
from venture capitalists and/or foreign
direct investment. The complainants have
also accused that platform of using data
(from app activity) to facilitate differential
pricing, This could be based on the
customens’ location, device type and/or
specific purchasing behaviour. The
federation highlighted that with
traditional retalers unable to compete,
“millions of retail shops and distributors”
are being wiped out of business or
experiencing losses,

PM. Ganeshraam, Founder and
President of the Tamil Nadu Consumer
Products Distributors Assoclation told The
Hindu that there must be a “level playing
field" where both can co-exist.

e

(Q-commerce) entails rapid
delwvery, typically in 10 to 20
minutes, of products to the
customer’s doorstep. This is
facilitated by an elaborate
network of dark stores and/or
distribution centres,

-

According to Grant Tharton
Bharat, the indlan quick
commerce market is presently
valued at §3.34 billion and s
expected to reach $9.95 billion
by 2029,

-

The All-india Consumer
Products Distrbution
Federation (NCPDF) In thelr
recent complaint to the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) accused the quick
commerce to (Blinkit, Zepto
and Swiggy Instamart) of
anti-competitive practices.
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Flawed food regulations fuel the obesity crisis A more conciliatory approach
Palaniswami seems to be cha tack with 1o his on on the BIP
rime Minister Narendra down to in lobbyi h This means that a
Modi's call to tackle The Indian Nutrition Rating cola drink can target people,
abesity and the 2025 system is flawed because the stars, | especially children and youth, need to bring back all those
Economic Survey's at best, can miskead consumers by | without disclosing that the drink who are out of the organisa-
recommendation of imposing a creating a health halo on all contains 9-10 teaspoons of sugar tion, Even though Mr. Palanis-
‘health tax’ on ultra-processed pre-packaged unhealthy food per bottle, FSS regulations are yet wami denied that such a meet-
foods (UPFs) to curb their ucts. The system al nm foods | to provide a definition of HFSS or ramakrsdinan.tifthehindu.con Tamil Nadu ing took place, more than half
are both laudabl high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) UPFs and thresholds beyond the leaders confirmed to this

But these efforts risk being
derailed by India's ambiguous,
industry-friendly, and subjective
food marketing regulations, In
India, one in four adult men and
wormen are obese and one in four
adults are either diabetic or
pre-diabetic (National Family
Health Survey-5). This underlines
the urgency of the problem.

Right to Information responses
and official communications
expose how various Ministries and
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAD have not
been able to implement the
labelling or advertising regulations
planned in 2017 and continue to
rely on regulations that are
ambiguous and subjective in
nature. No wonder there are so
many advertisements of UPFs, and
no front-of pack labels yet.

Labelling and advertising
In September 2022, the FSSAL
the Indian Nutrition
ing, a ‘health star’ labelling
system modelled on Australia's
not-so-successful framework,
which was developed by a food
industry technologist. In this
system, half a star means that the
food is ‘least healthy’ and 5 stars
means that it qualifies as
‘healthiest'. to Information
responses confirm that the FSSAI
relied on an 1IIM Ahmedabad study
to justify the rating s
study it never critic
Worse, food industry
representatives dominated key
stakeholder meetings and
members of the scientific panel
were sidelined. The whole process
sided with industry, as a member
of the stakeholder group pointed
ignored

-a
evaluated.

out. Moreover, the FSSAI

its own 2021 draft regulations
indicating mm:llghl

public
health expert, and
comvenar of the
Nutrition Advocaty in
Public Interest. Me is a
former member of the
PM's Council on
India’s Nutsitional
Challenges

Weak and
subjective
labelling and
advertising laws
have let junk
food glants
enjoy the
freedom to
make profits at
the of

and UPFs, such as biscuits, flaunt
two stars on the packet when they
might otherwise have four
warning signals. Similarly, a soft
drink that should have a high
warning in sugar instead gets two
stars. Corn flakes, which is is high
in suggar and sodium, gets 3 stars,
This means that the system allows
all these foods to be some level of
mkh‘\;

Globally, warning labels that nly

which these will be regulated.

The result is continued freedom
to advertise unhealthy addictive
food products across media. This
puts people at risk of obesity and
diabetes. Studies show that if
regulations banning junk foods are
implemented, it would cut the rate
of childhood obesity significantly.

The path forward
msmmkswvzyﬂghﬂy

the product is high in
hudﬁmnllowcmmnmmknnw
the true nature of the product and
make a choice. Most of the
front-ofpack labels in use today

front-of pack
labels and stricter marketing
curbs. To achieve this, India needs
to take the following steps. First, it
needs to scrap the Indian

are warning labels, For instance, Nutrition Rating system and adopt

Chile's black "high in’ labels warning labels. Second, there

reduced consumption of UPFs by must be clear sugar/salt/fat limits

24%. The fix is therefore to ensure | for HFSS foods. The World Health

that front-of-pack labels are Organization's SEARO guidelines

notified soon and stars and the Indian Council of Medical

with mandatory in' warnings | Research-National Institute of

on HFSS foods and UPFs, buud on | Nutrition guidelines offer a

the World Health O late. Third, g

guidelines or the National lnlilule loopholes need to be closed

of Nutrition’s Dietary Guideline for | through the amendment of

Indians. existing laws or the enactment of a
India has four laws to curb new one harmonising all laws

misleading advertising for HFSS/ under a unified UPF/HFSS

UPFs but none of them is effective, | advertisement ban, Fourth, the

according to reports and data. The | government could consider

National Multisectoral Action Plan, | launching a campaign on the risks

2017, called for an amendment to
these laws to include restrictions
on advertisements on HFSS foods,
but no regulatory action has been
taken so far.

Consumer Protection Act, 2019,
defines as ‘misleading’ any
product or service lha(

of UPFs in all languages.

Indlia’s obesity crisis is not a
public failure but a policy failure.
‘The Economic Survey offers a
road map to rectify this. Without
urgent action, the plan to halt
obesity by 2025 will not be
successful. The Prime Minister's
vision of a healthy India demands
more than rhmtk. India needs a
h that does not

deliberately
information. llvnlnmpm
important information to be about
fat/sugar or salt, FSSAI does not

colour-coded and
warning labels and instead bu“d

public hmllh

must be provided in the

sacrifice chlfdm- s health for
cm;Lmu profit. The suggestions

Economic Survey can break
the cycle to achieve the Prime
Minister's vision. It is for the
policy makers to show urgency
and will.

he AIADMK general
secretary and Leader
of the Opposition in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly,
Edappadi K. Palaniswami,
who burnt his fingers during
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
by not stitching up an alliance
with several anti-DMK parties,
seems to be changing tack re-
garding the BJP.
This was evident last week
in Attur in Salem district. A
journalist asked whether the
AIADMK was holding talks
with the BJP for an aliance for
the 2026 Assembly elections,
Mr. Palaniswami said that the
AIADMK's goal was to defeat
its "only enemy”, the DMK,
and that the party was looking
“to harvest all votes against
the DMK...” Till recently, Mr.
Palaniswami had maintained
that the AIADMK would form
a “formidable alliance” and
t the elections without
ral understanding wif
the BJP, as it did in 2024, Hh
party has so far been soft on
the latest entrant to Tamil Na-
du politics, the Tamilaga Vertri
Kazhagam (TVK), founded by

actor Vijay.

The timing of the statement
is significant. Just a day earlier,
the bonhomie between lead-
ers of the BIP and the AIADMK
was on display at the wedding
of the son of former Minister,
S.P. Velumani, in
The BJP State president, K. An-
namalai, and a host of the
AIADMK's second-line leaders
exchanged pleasantries, Mr.
Palaniswami was absent then,
but attended the reception on
March 10.

In fact, the AIADMK has cit-
ed the Annamalai factor as the
main reason for the severance
of ties with the BJP in Septem-

ber 2023, Its main grouse was
that Mr. Annamalai had disres-
pected its “guiding lights",
such as former Chief Ministers
C.N. durai and lalith

Journalist that it did happen.
In October, the party’s Kan-
niyakumari (East) district se-
cretary, N. Thalavai Sunda-
ram, flagged off a rally of the
RSS in his part of Kanniyaku-
mari district, Mr. Palaniswami
promptly “relieved him tem-
porarily” of the responsibili-
ties of the posts of district and
i A

aa, Even Mr. Palaniswami had
given the impression all along
that he was unmindful of his
party's disastrous  perfor-
mance last year, by holding
that the AIADMK, with a
20.66% support base, had in-
creased its vote share by about
1% point compared to 2019.

At the same time, certain
sections of the AIADMK are re-
portedly unhappy with the
way the party's affairs are be-
ing run. They are getting rest-
less over the present aj h
of having no truck with erst
while colleagues, including
former coordinator O, Pan-
neerselvam, and adopting a
hard line towards the BJP.

Mr. Velumani was the first
to strike a different chord, A
few days after the results of
the Lok Sabha elections were
announced last year, he
claimed that had his party's al-
lance with the BJP continued,
the alliance could have “easily
won” 3540 seats in Tamil Na-
du and Puducherry. It was
another matter  that  he
blamed Mr. Annamalai for the

secretary.

month later, Mr. Sundaram
was re-dinducted into the pmy
after he regretted his

In early February lhl- yw
eyebrows were raised in polit-
ical circles when AIADMK vet-
eran, Mr.  Sengottaiyan,
known for maintaining a low
profile, stayed away from an
event organised by farmers to
honour Mr. Palaniswami in
Annur, Coimbatore district,
for the Avinashi-Athikadavu
water project, which eventual-
ly took off in 2019, His eriti-
cism was that the invites and
banners for the event did not
feature the images of former
Chief Ministers M.G. Rama-
chandran and Jayalalithaa,
who were instrumental in
keeping the project alive.

It was against this backdrop
that Mr. Palaniswami called
for the consolidation of anti-
DMK forces and sounded con-
ciliatory not only towards the
HJP, but also those in his party
who have been keen on reviv
ing ties with the national par-
ty. Mr. Annamalai
saying that there were parties

of ties b the
two parties. In July 2024,
a group of senior ers, in
cluding KA. Sengottaiyan,
Natham R. Viswanathan, Mr.
Velumani, P. Thangamani, C.
Ve, Shanmugam, and K.P. An-
balagan, met Mr. Palaniswami
and impressed upon him the

ance”  to
forge an alliance; Mr. Palanis-
wami rejected  this. The
AIADMK chief said he would
firm up the alliance in six
months, but is ing eve
ryone guessing on whether he
would go along with the BJP or
strike a deal with the TVK.
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Income levels of salaried class have stagnated in recent years

Real wages for salaried jobs were L7% lower in the June

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he MG Pind,

arter in 2024 compared to the June 2019 quarter

| DATA POINT |

Samreen Wani

ast week, Niti Aayog mem-

ber Arvind Virmani said in

an interview that while em-
ployment is increasing, real wages
for regular salaried jobs have not
kept up with inflation over the last
seven years. Real wages refer to
the income a worker earns that is
adjusted for inflation. They reflect
actual purchasing power
An -nllylls of (he Elﬂ‘\h‘l data
for salaried workers, casual la-
bourers, and selfemployed per-
sons from Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) reports shows that
when adjusted for inflation, wages
for salaried workers in India have
stagnated since 2019,

Real wages for salaried jobs
Real wages for salaried jobs were
1.7% lower in the 2024 June quar-
ter (latest data available) com-
pared to the pre-pandemic 2019
June quarter. Chart 1 shows the
wages earned by salaried workers,
adjusted for inflation. The work-
ey’ real wages increased by 2% in
June 2020 compared to the same
gum:r the previous year. But they
ngd again by 6% in June 2021
by 1% again in June 2022,

Anamitra Roychowdhury, Assi
tant Professor at the Centre for In
formal Sector and Labour Studies,
says that stagnation in the growth
of real wages for salaried workers
is “concerning” because there is
more supply of labour than de-
mand. “The returns to higher edu-
cation are declining. People are
overqualified for the jobs they
have. So while there is growth in
employment numbers, well-pay-
ing jobs are not available. It is a
question of the quality of employ-
ment,” he says.

Mr. Virmani cited the lack of
skills as the main reason for wages
not keeping up with inflation. He
said skill development is needed at
every level of education and for all
kinds of jobs.

"D

Rahul Menon, Associate Profes-
sor at the Jindal School of Govern-
ment and Public Policy, cites “de-
pressed demand” as a probable
reason. “Companies are just not
investing, and so would not have
much of a demand for salaried em-
ployees,” he says.

‘Wages for casual labour
On the other hand, wages for ca-
sual labour have significantly in-
creased in real terms. Chart 2
shows the wages for casual labour
adjusted for inflation since 2019,
After dipping during the pan-
demic, wages for casual labour
have since increased. Real wages
for casual labour were 12.3% high-
er in the 2024 June quarter com-
pared to the pre-pandemic 2019
June quarter. In rural India, they
increased by over 12% and in ur-
ban areas, by 11L4% in the same pe-
riod

Professor Menon says, “Wages
[for casual labour | may show an in-
crease relative to other forms of
work, but this is highly irregular
and insecure work, An increase in
wiges for casual labour is not a net
positive for the economy.”

Self workers
After declining significantly during
the pandemic years, wages (in real
terms) have picked up in the quar-
ters since March 2022 for self-em-
ployed workers, However, the
wages in the 2024 June quarter
were still L5% lower than the f-
gures of the 2019 June quarter.
While wages for the self-employed
in rural areas increased by 3.02%,
they declined by 5.2% in urban
areas during the same period.

Data from the PLFS lhmv that
the share of selfemployed work-

working as ‘helpers in household
enterprises’ increased from 15.9%
in 201920 to 19.4% in 2023-24. The
share of those working as ‘own ac-
count workers’ rose by 1.4 points
to 39% in 202324 compared to
201920,

Dr. Roychowdhury says the in-
crease in the share of unpaid hel-
pers in selfemployment will re-
duce the average earnings in this
category. “It is a sign of distress if
the share of self-employed people
is increasing in the labour force. It
is one thing to be employed and
another to be employed with low
returns,” he explains.

Professor Menon cxplnlnl that

and
tion of the Goods and Service Tax
(GST) were significant ‘negative
shocks’ to the economy which led
to a rise in unemployment and “at
the very least, ensured that wages
did not grow as fast as it would
have done if these policies were
not implemented.”

Dr. Roychowdhury adds that
wages have been stagnant since
2018 and the idea that economic
growth is ‘robust’ is not entirely
true because the government is
implementing various policies to
provide a boost to economic
growth and domestic demand.

“In any economy, the kargest de-
mand component is consumption
expenditure. This typically comes
from the availability of income in
the hands of the people. If there is
stagnation in the wages of a large
section of people, especially for
those in the informal sector, there
will nat be a boost in consumption
levels," he says.

Dr. Roychowdhury believes that
the government has more or less

ers among all workers rose by 5%
points to 58.4% in 2023-24 com-

pared to 201920, In contrast, the
share of those in casual labour and
salaried employment among all
workers dipped by 4 points and 1.2
points in the same paind 0 19.8%

wll-employ!d the share of those

1 this fact by ing a
change in the tax slabs in the re-
cent Budget. “Private investment
is not happening because they are
not expecting the market to grow
since wages are low,” he adds.

Professor Menon does not see
any prospect of a “"significant in-
crease” in wages in the near future
given the stagnation in private in-
vestment,

Not a fair wage

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) Annual Reports and CMIE. ll m Includes The Hindu's caloulations
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 11, 1975
Maldivian President ousts
PM

Colombo, March 10: President Amir Ibrahim
Nasir, President of Maldives, has ousted the
Prime Minister, Mr. Ahmed Zaki, from power,
banished him to one of the uninhabited outlying
islets of the tiny Muslim Republic and assumed
control, diplomatic sources in Colombo
confirmed here this morning.
The bloodless coup resulting in removal of the
r-old Zaki, who had been heading the
ivian Government since 1972 and was
re-elected to the post in February this year, took
place on the night of Friday last.
Mr. Zaki was stated to have been detained
along with the Chief of Protocol, Mr. Jaleel.
President [brahim Nash has assumed powers
under Article 37 of the Constitution which
authorises him to do so in the event of an
emergency.
No further details of the development are
available here as there has been complete
blockout of news from Male, capital of the
Republic, and air traffic between Maldives and
(lzulonbo has also been disrupted since Saturday
st
Reports reaching here d!d not speak of riots
or violenu in the Republic.
A

at the said,
“The situation In the Maldives is quite normal.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 11, 1925
Kastruriranga lyengar free
reading room

Villivakam, March 11: The above Reading Room
was opened this morning at 8 am. in “Rama
Vilas", Villivakam. Mr. M. Kuppuswami Sastriar
was voted to the chair. He dwelt at length on the
benefits of a reading room and called upon Mr,
K.V. Radhakrishna Sastri to say a few words,

Mr. K.V. Radhakrishna Sastri spoke as follows:
"It has long been my ambition to open a Free
Reading Room to perpetuate the memory of Mr.
S, Kasturiranga lyengar, the doyen of Indian
Journalism. Mr. Kasturiranga lyengar was an
eminent Indian journalist who rendered
meritorious service to his country throughout
his long and eventful career as the Editor of
“The Hindu". If Kasturiranga Iyengar had lived
and served as he had done in Madras, in any
other country, a statue would have been

erected,
- » a
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Miles to go

‘The Union Government finally attempts

The Indian university and the search for a V-C

University Grants Commission
(Minimum Qualifications for
and ion of Teachers and

here have been reservations expressed
T from various quarters on the Draft

Aead

change in Manipur, but faces hurdles

fter months of trying to wade through an
A ethnic crisis by mllnulnin# the status
the Union government finally got its
act together and removed the N, Biren SinghJed
government in Mnnl:rur from power and im-
posed President's Rule, hoping that the change
would be the harbinger of good tidings. The fact
that the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party could not
manage to find a replacement for its outgoing
leader reflected not just on the internal divisions
within the party but also on the preponderance
of the ethnic divide in the State, Considering this,
the imposition of President’s Rule seemed to be a
viable way of bringing back normalcy in a State
:Sbndbytmnamkuﬂle After the imy m
sition of President's Rule, the government
sought to gradually seize control over instru-
ments of violence that seemed to reign with im-
punity in the last two years, It did so by giving a

ic Staff in U and Colleges and

for the of Jards in
Higher Education) Regulations, 2025, that have
been published for discussion.

The main reservations pertain to the
regulations that indicate the method of
appointment of Vice-Chancellors and the
broadening of experience prescribed. Both need
to be distinguished from the point of view of
dynamic elements in a fast-changing federal
g lity as well as the legal precedents that arise

m a catena of decisions by the Supreme Court
of India. This article examines both issues in
cantext,

A lesser role for the State executive
First, it must be noted that the Court has
considerably reduced the role of the State

in the sek of Vice-Chy 1
(V-C) of State-funded universities. Many States
c«mdnu 0 hm their nominees in the

deadline to non-State groups to give up
that they had acquired from constabularies, It
has tried t ensure free movement between the
hill and valley districts by removing the block-
ades set up by these groups on highways in the
State. These steps have not gone down smoothly.
a portion ~ nearly a third - of the 3,000
weapons that are still missing have been re-
turned, with the bulk of the missing be-
ing those that were stolen in and the Im-
phal Valley, The attempts made by the central
armed police forces to enforce the free move-
all vehicles in the hill district of Kangpok-
pi resulted in violence with one killed and more
than 40 ured,
A civil society organisation claiming to mpre
sent the Kuki-Zo community has warned
the moves for the free movement of people
manding Union Territory status or a separate -r

search under such
wwmnmin the State statutes. The Court has
consistently and categorically ruled that the State
executive have no role either with the
process or the recommendation leading to the
appointment to be made by the Chancellor, This
has been necessitated by the covalidity of the
UGC's 2018 rqulnkm:‘h (which mandated only its

leading to interpretations by States that the rest of
Ll:ﬁcnmpmklunowld continue as per the State

In Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of
Gujarat (2019), Sonali Chakravart Banerjee
(2022), Professor (Dr.) Sreejith P.S vs Dr. Rafasree
M.S. (2022) and Dr. Premachandran Keezhoth and
Anr. vs The Chancellor Kannur University and Ors,
(2023), the Court has enunciated that members of
the Sule executive shall not be m«nben of the

of

rangement for the Kuki-Zo areas as a p
tion, Thl:ludonﬂmlpluynmyuthm-
will oni Jdnmmhtﬂhnk strife and will also be
resis the Naga communities, living in the
hill districts of the State, The government must
continue to seek talks with reumlllm af
both while sternly rej
threat of violence and isolating those m:klnu lm
demands in order for peace to be res-
tored. Steps need to be intensified to recover the
remaining missing weapons and to thwart any
entity seeking to take the law into its own hands,
The government must put out the compelling
message that only the State has the legi

such influence would invalidate the K:weu ab
initio void, irrespective of whether t
was qualified or not, The resultant drlh

BoAshok
s the Vice-Chancelior

executive, conduct the selection, Nevertheless,
the State executives have a point that State
universities are largely a product of statute of the
State Legislatures and that a majority of their
funds and efforts have been provided by the State
executive, Their mandate also involves regional

process wholesome and well-participated from
the State's perspective. It is best to avoid a
collision course,

The second question which involves the
indication to bmudm the field of experience of
prospective V-Cs to academically eminent
persons who are experienced with public policy,

¥ and provinclal priorities in research
and They have to rily feed
the State and work in

of Kevala
University, Thrissur,
Kerala

tandem with the government scientific and
development establishment. The central
universities enrol far too low to meet
requirements while private universities could be
priced out of the reach of many.

Options to consider
In this context, there are two ways to look at the
difficulties stated.

Allermnwly the representative of the

the public sector and private sector
industry, need not ralse eyebrows, It was a norm
followed in the past which took second place
between 2010 and 2018 when there was a
‘scriptural reading’ of the 2010 UGC regulations,
Many courts, most notably the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court, took restrictive views of

the presc: qualification, limiting it to 10 years

of professorship or even teaching experience,

The outlook must change
Pml unilry education, hlthy cited and indexed
anotable ar of visionary

canbea
ticate who is l d by the
State executive which is nmpiy mpmemrd in the
university executive. From the present judiclal
precedent, it cannot be a government officer or a

Imkhu. high communication skills, an ability to
network and team work, presentability,
dynamism and proof of diverse intellectual
ldlkvemmtl. lnd even sporting traits, are

person who enjoys the direct p nage of the
and former
also acceptable to the
government could wdl he nominated by the
University executive,

However, it is clear that in the light of the
Kannur University case and the Sreejith case of
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University that
the pwnr:mcuulderllwﬂunllnlmlnd

of a name or a re

norms that are
looked into in the search for V-Cs. Various men
and women of eminence have graced the high
academic office, reflecting their wealth of
expeﬂem:r.- gained in purlhmenu, from public
industry, i
publk service, non-university institutional
research, work in the voluntary sector, from
creative writing, the performing arts, music and
even sport in India and abroad.

will have to remain away from the State or central and are not dto
mcuiw whlchhimpomm in pruervi!\l dle academic departments and colleges any more,

y requi the field of ch aVC to the
thehuholﬁud(‘n\‘c teaching or research profe alone would not

A second could be - should the UGC
consider it to be appropriate - to allow the State
executive to nominate one member to the
search-cum-selection committee in addition to

be appropriate in a context of rapid change and

the dire need to reinvent the Indian university,

Pulling down stereotyped shibboleths and
ting wi 1 terakl .

it call
for original thinking, critical analysis, advocacy,

regulations of 2025 limit the search
committee to highly qualified persons who have
heldnnoﬂnuIVCnreTnvnbm. tobe

4 by the Ch of the
the executive body of the university and the UGC.
The Statutes of the Central Universities also
reveal a similar pattern ~ where the nominees of
the Visitor of the University and the UGC, and not
the officers or representatives of the central

the member representing the University
The UGC's draft executive, In the process of making the networking and team-working skills, As
P ! political p tend to her Amanda Goodall (suthor of Socrates

flect the view have the view that the nominees would echo their in the Boardroom) argued, it is not enough that a
reflect the view master’s voice, V-C is modelled after Socrates, mostly absorbed
that there In the experience of this writer, this isnotthe | in deep thought. m days of narcissistic, isolated
"Wd* o bea case and thr-mml membenundtonlr glory of the university enterprise is long over. The

fon of and d views. winning university of tomorrow needs to be
university They do not parrot extraneous views that are Innovative and business-like as well as deeply
governance unsupported by the record, Here again, the philasophical. This calls for considerably liberal
an idea that the nominee could be stipulated to be i former V-Cor | gateways for leadership positions, The UGC has
Jarger equivalent and not enjoying a position of rightly attempted it, true to purpose, and the
. patronage as required of advisers serving the same needs the support of the university

university Union Public Service Commission. Either way, it | community now.
community should not be too difficult to factor in the
Must support concerns of the State executives and make the The views expressed are personal

claim over arms, which must resonate across the
hills and the valley. But this cannot be a step that
is limited to the Governor. The Centre, more
specifically, the Union Home Ministry and Prime
Minister Modi, must appeal directly to
the communities for a restoration of peace, and
for dialogue to help the displaced return to their
homes. Data show that Manipur has suffered
more than any State due to the recent inflation
and economic woes in the country and it would
take yeoman steps by the senior leadership of the
Union G to bring back b

Limited-overs form
Indias performance in the shorter
formats of cricket is outstanding

l ndia’s latest triumph in the 1CC Champions

Trophy carried an air of inevitability. In Sun-

lm final, they overcame a gritty New Zea-

by four wickets with an over to spare, As
ﬁmmlu lit up the Dubal sky and the 252.run tar-

t was chased down, the victory reaffirmed In-

la's dominance in white ball cricket, Across 24
oc matches ~ including the 2023
ODI World Cup, the 2024 T20 World Cup, and the
Champions Trophy ~ Rohit Sharma's men have
secured 23 wins, an astounding 95,83% success
rate. Stationed in Dubai for three weeks due to
the Indian government's refusal to allow play in
Pakistan, the official host, India benefited from a
fixed venue and minimal travel fatigue, However,
their success was not merely circumstantial -
they executed their plans precision, Group
stage wins against Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
New Zealand, followed by a semifinal triumph ov-
er Australia, set the stage for the final against the
Black Caps, Despite concerns about New Zea-
land’s history of upsetting India -~ most notably
in the 1019 Cup semifinal - the Men in
Blue handled the challenge adeptly.

On 4 shuggish pitch, Indias strategy of fielding
four spinners proved decisive, Varun Chakaravar-
thy, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, and Kuldeep Ya-
dav stifled New Zealand's scoring, though Mitch-
ell Santner's team still managed a competitive 251
for seven. In a high-stakes final, scoreboard pres-
sure is always a factor, but Rohit's composed 76
set the tone, and India’s deep batti mlneu'p
sured a comfortable finish, While I has faced
setbacks in Test cricket, incl losses to New
Zealand at home and Australia away, their limit-
ed-overs form remains formidable. The squad's
depth is evident ~ Rishabh Pant was left out of
the playing X1, while talents such as Suryakumar
Yadav and Ishan Kishan did not even make the
squad. Contributions from Shreyas lyer, K.L, Ra-
hul, and Hardik Pandya underscored the collec
tive effort, while Mohammed Shami's return off-
set the absence of the injured Jasprit Bumrah,
Virat Kohli's consistency and Rohit's leadership

that retirement is not imminent for either
stalwart, but selectors must look ahead to the
2027 ODI World Cup. Honest assessments and
strategic planning will be crucial to ensuring In-
dia’s sustained dominance in the years to come,

N @

An India-U.S. trade agreement and the test of WTO laws +

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
l’ brief working visit to the United States,

on February 13, 2025, New Delhi and

ington agreed to negotiate the first stage of a
m\nunlly beneficial, multi-sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) by the fall of 2025, While
economists are busy caleulating tariffs and trade
volumes, it is essential to examine this
development through the lens of international
trade law. A significant portion of international
trade law is codified in the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and governed by the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Since both the
U.S, and India are members of the WTO, their
bilateral trade dealings must align with the
standards set by WTO law. This makes the

BTA between the two countries

particularly important, Currently, the scope of
the BTA is unclear. The U.S. India Joint Leaders
Statement, of February 13, only references a
multisector BTA without providing specific
details about its coverage, It is imy t to note
ﬂmmuwmemkmlnhd -ufnemde

is
less sknlﬁam thm the mu.d content of the
agreement.

Free trade agreements
The WTO system operates on the most favoured
nation (MFN) principle, which prohibits
discrimination between mdlr‘ partners.
Therefore, an FTA that

l access
lo(‘lﬂlln countries violates l.h! MFN rule,

can still establish FTAs under
specific conditions,

One of these conditions, outlined in Article
XXIV.8(b) of the GATT, requires member
countries to eliminate customs duties and other
trade barriers on “substantially all the trade”
within the FTA, Alth the term “substantially
all the trade” is not defined in the agreement, it is

understood that the FTA should

very high m of trade between lhe
memher countries.
This requirement exists because FTAs are
exceptions to the MFN principle, which is a
cornerstone of the multilateral trading system.

pedient but legally i
WTO law provides another exception to the
MFN principle in the form of what is known as
the ‘enabling clause’. As per this -rmwmem
WTO countries can deviate from the Mi
principle if it is meant to provide hmer market

Prabhash Ranjan Therefore, these exceptions must be tightly access to the products of developing countries,
s Pradessst and contralled and not permitted lightly. However, since the proposed India-U.S, BTA, as
Director, Centre for proposed BTA between India and the U.S. must one gathers, will see both sides lowering tariff
International cover “substantially all trade” to be legally valid. rates on each other's products, it possibly cannot
Investment and Trade | It also needs to be nudfu-d to the WTO. Whether be called an arrangement falling under the
Laws, Jindal Global such an will be bling clause’. The Joint Statement
Law School beneficial for India is a topic of debate, with utepﬂully talks of the U.S. welcoming India's
differing opinions. Legally speaking, if India and recent measures to lower tariffs on products of
the US, mduu tariff rates on each other's limited | interest to . Thus, India seems to be
products, as part of some bilateral deal, without pmvldln; better market access to American
ding similar 1o other it which is contrary to the spirit of a
would violate WTO law. lrullru arrangement that would fall under the
‘enabling clause’.
Interim agreements, m-hlh&:lu-e
One possible way for India and the US. o WTO law
establish a BTA for select products without US. Pulidem Domld 'I’rump 's problematic
violating WTO laws is to notify the as I tarifls’, whereby the
an ‘interim agreement’, leading to the formation .S, will Increm urur rates to align with the
of an FTA. Since countries cannot finalise FTAs tariffs that other nations impose on American
overnight, Article XXIV of GATT permits them to | goods violates the core WTO principles of MFN
As the US. and sign ‘interim agreements' that pave the way for and special and differential treatment (S&DT).
Indla are World an eventual FTA, subject to specific conditions. S&DT allows developing countries to offer less
Trade First, under Article XXIV.S of GATT, countries | than full recip in their tariff
can enter into an ‘interim agreement” if it is towards developed countries, Reciprocal tarifly
"m‘:’mh’“ necessary for forming a free trade area. Second, will also violate the U.S's bound tariff rate
thelr thll 'Imrrlm agreement” must include a plan or obligations ~ a promise not to impose tariff rates
bil | trade le for an FTA within a above what is committed - at the WTO. Nations
Jealings must bl which should typically not [ such as India, which champion a rule-based
align with the exceed 10 years, l order, need to actively push back against
standards set by However, India and the U.S, should only nmily ny dil uun of core WTO principles. The
WITO law: India the proposed BTA as an ‘interim agi | BTA present a crucial test
" 5 they genuinely intend to sign an FTA in the for India to uphold WTO laws and not capitulate
must not cave future, Using the ‘interim agreement’ approach to American pressure.
In o Amerlcan solely to buy time while concealing an
pressure MFN-inconsistent trade deal may be politically he vews expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India's dominance wielded significant ride for the Indian team, But
The Indian cricket team's influence over the still, this situation does not
triumphant victory at the tournament’s scheduling. diminish the cricketing

Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, on Sunday, to
claim the ICC Champions
Trophy, highlights India’s
dominance both on and off
the field. On the field, India
demonstrated its wmnw

India’s firm refusal to play in
Pakistan led to a revised
schedule that aligned with
its interests. Has any major
international sporting event
ever been structured in
such a manner?

over the other This

nations, consistently scheduling shift was largely
excelling throughout the driven by viewership
schedule, The team demographics, with Indian
achieved ing
victories, with a perfect majority of the

balance in both the batting | tournament’s spectators,
and bowding departments. While other teams had to
Off the field too, India travel a lot, it was just a bus

prowess of the Indian team,
Mathews,
Changanacherry, Kerala

Rohit Sharma's captaincy
reflects an astute cricketing
mind. As an individual, he is
a source of inspiration to
the team as he focuses on
the larger picture,

Akshit Malla,

New Dethi

Atrocity near Hampl
The report, *Two women
including Israeli tourist

raped near Karnataka's
Hampi* (March 8), where a
wroup of five adults out
stargazing was attacked,
and which resulted in one
of the adults drowning, is a
black spot as far as general

safety in India is concerned.

There has to be better
security as it is such
incidents that will be
reported in the global
media, With new
technology available, it
should not be a problem
ensuring better patrolling
even at nlm

P Vijay Ku

Tiruvallur, Yamil Nadu

The fact is that there are a
number of issues that affect
tourism in India, There is
still no assurance of a
trouble-free and safe
experience in many places
for various reasons, Such an
ugly incident will definitety
affect India's standing in the
tourism industry. The
should improve
security for tourists,
Thirumalal AS.,
Chennal

‘Crypto’ moves

By signing an executive
order to establish a
Strategic Bitcoin Reserve

and US. Digital Asset
Stockpile, President Trump
has taken a significant step
towards fulfilling his
electoral promise of making
the U.S. the crypto capital,
But he needs to understand
that with more countries
ushering in regulatory
frameworks considering the
borderless nature of
cryptocurrencies, the world
needs regulatory clarity and
e.

M, Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address,
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The warp

and weft of
existentialism and svadharma

Understanding the intellectual tissue that binds the existentialists of the Western canon, such as Kierkegaard

and Sartre, with the hoary dharmic

Prathmesh Kher
‘ ‘ tis certain that we cannot
escape anguish, for we are

anguish,” Jean-Paul Sartre

wrote in Being and
Nothingness. It is as if he was reflecting on
Arjuna’s confusion at the outset of the
Kurukshetra war. “I am confused about
my dharma, and am besieged with
anxiety and faintheartedness,” Arjuna
beseeches Krishna.

But what exactly is this dharma?
Traditionally, dharma is taken to mean
life affirming “orders and customs”,

*“virtues”, “righteousness”, “religious and
moral duties” or “law”. The term
sanatana dharma has found a revival in
recent history, and refers to that part of
dharma which is eternal. The now famed
dictum, “speak the truth, speak it
pleasantly. do not speak truth
unpleasantly. do not speak untruth
pleasantly. that is the eternal dharma”,
rather succinctly captures the meaning of
santana dharma.

However, as with the English word
‘law’, the word ‘dharma’ has taken on
different connotations. This is clear from
terms such as laws of nature
(prakritidharma), laws of war
(yuddhadharma) etc. In this sense, the
dharma of one individual in the context of
his or her society is one’s svadharma —
the code that determines one’s conduct in
relation with oneself and with others. A
more subtle explanation is expounded on
in the Mahabharata. Therein it states, “it
is said that dharma is that which is held;

philosophers of ancient India

GETTY MAGES

(and) held it holds the people. That which | said in Exi ialism is a ism. The
holds together; that is dly dharma.” hil her was king of the primacy
And yet in our age, plagued with of the existence of an individual before all
zealotries of one sort or another, such a the many layers of identity are
unifying vision hardly exists. superimposed atop. This notion is not
new to Indian philosophical tradition.
The individual, above all “In the beginning, this was but the self
In an age of fanatical revivalism, there has | of a human form. It reflected and found
been a recrudescence of elaborate nothing else but oneself. It first uttered, 1

pageantry and ccmmumal pomp. The
din

AM", declares the Brihadaranakya

undiscovered i
the pursuit of a herdlike lauh. How then is
the individual to find oneself in this
labyrinth of race, caste, creed, and faith?
To that end, the philosophy of
existentialism propounded in the 19th
and 20th centuries, provided a bulwark
against the growing collectivist tendencies
of that age. Danish theologian and
philosopher Seren Kierkegaard was a
pioneering influence in what came to be
known as Christian “The

Upanishad stipulating that identification
always comes after existence. Similarly,
“Put me in a system and you negate me. [
am not a mathematical symbol. [am,”
Kierkegaard had said once.

The idea is a perennial one. To find
oneself, one must see oneself as apart
from the whole and one with the whole in
similitude. To be one with all things, one
must first identify oneself as separate
from lhl.‘ whole; on}) whcn this illusion of

is | can one discover

key is to find a purpose, whatever it truly
is that God wills me to do; it’s crucial to
find a truth which is true to me, to find
the idea which I am willing to live and die
for," Kierkegaard wrote.

Reeling from the shock of the collective
massacre of the Second World War, Jean
Paul Sartre, Simone De Beauvoir et al
cmcvptuahscd what is the bulk of the
extant exi hy. Sartre in

oneself in a true sense.

But what happens to one’s choices in a
society that is dictated by caste and class
and creed, where social forces determine
the position of the individual within its
vast tapestry?

Identity, within and without
Sartre anticipates this quandary, and

his seminal lecture, Existentialism is a
Humanism, contends that, "This is
humanism, because we remind man that
there is no legislator but himself; that he
himself, thus abandoned, must decide for
himself.” It is this self-legislating aspect of
existentialism that finds its intersection
with the philosophy of ssadharma.

“Man first of all exists, encounters
himself, surges up in the world - and
defines himself afterwards,” Sartre had

ds to it in Dirty Hands: "I was not
the one to invent lies: they were created
in a society divided by class and each of
us inherited lies when we were born.” The
ancient Indian seer Ashtavakra, describes
this dilemma in the context not of class
but of an age ridden by caste. “You are
neither a brahmana nor of any other
caste, nor are you at any stage of life
(asrama)” the boy sage stated in his
Ashtavakra Gita.

In a single declaration, all social

ions with regards to varna and jati
are laid bare. It is the individual human
who comes first and social conventions
are creations of men at a later stage.
“Freedom’s possibility is not the ability to
choose the good or the evil. The
possibility is to be able,” Kierkegaard
writes in his The Concept of Anxiety.

Referring to a little Parisian scene at a
café where a waiter who is “playing at
being a waiter in a café”, Sartre declares
“the waiter in the café cannot be
immediately a café waiter in the sense
that this inkwell is an inkwell”. These
words about the play acting of one's role
in life, reflects Karna's proud declaration
in the 7th century work Vemisanhaar,
“charioteer or charioteer's son or this or
that shall one be; God decides the clan of
one’s birth but my manhood is all by me.”

“When I chose the hardest path,
made my choice deliberately. A man is
what he wills himself to be,” Sartre writes
in the play No Exit almost recalling
Karna's declaration.

How is the individual to operate in this
world of competing identities and
contrasting ideologies. Nations, the state,
caste, creed, religions, faith traditions,
races, and even languages, all seem to
pull the individual apart. “I cannot make
liberty my aim unless I make that of
others equally my aim," Sartre opines in
Existentialism Is @ Humanism. This notion
that one’s own liberation is bounded with
the freedom of others, is an idea that
finds a voice in the Bhagavad Gita. “Act
must thou with a view to bring the world
together” says Krishna in his oration to
Arjuna.

A divine question
As a Christian Existentialist, Kierkegaard

declared in his Works of Love, “Only by
loving God above all else can one love the
neighbour. Love for the neighbour is
therefore the eternal equality in loving.”
For Kierkegaard, the individual's actions
are determined by the knowledge of
oneself in his or her capacity to shape and
reshape their own self-identity since that
freedom is a brute fact originating from
God. Nothing binds him to his
relationships, and as such nothing binds
him to his past actions. In this sense,
Kicrkzgamd pnludcs to the type ar

ialism, particularly [
the early 1940s, which stood on the
dictum that “existence precedes
essence”.

However, the atheistic doctrines that
ensconced Sartre and his peers denied
the need for a God to provide this
freedom. In Saint Genet, Sartre states:
“For those who want ‘to change life”, ‘to
reinvent love,’ God is nothing but a
hindrance.” Does such an atheistic
position square with the doctrine of
svadharma?

“He who has served and helped one
poor man, seeing Shiva in him, without
thinking of his caste, or creed, or race, or
anything, with him Shiva is more pleased
than with the man who sees him only in
temples,” Swami Vivekananda had said in
his Practical Vedanta.

Absolute freedom

In The Age of Reason, Sartre states: “He
was free, free in every way, free to behave
like a fool or a machine, free to accept,
free to refuse, free to equivocate; to
marry, to give up the game, to drag this
death weight about with him for years to
come. He could do what he liked, no one
had the right to advise him, there would
be for him no Good or Evil unless he
thought them into being.” Ashtavakra
renders the same sentiment in this
fashion, “neither duty nor obligation
exists for the yogin; to the one liberated in
life, this life is all there is."

But leaving aside of all things
predefined would be for most people a
plunge into desperation. Our relationship
with human society and its constituents,
our personal history placed in the midst
of world history, is the predicate for most
people. Their identity as a whole, is
defined by these external factors. Giving
all that up, knowing that itisa
superimposition onto one's real self, can
be a crippling thought for most. *With
despair, true optimism begins: the
optimism of the man who expects
nothing, who knows he has no rights and
nothing coming to him, who rejoices in
counting on himself alone and in acting
alone for the good of all,” Sartre wrote in
On Existentialism: A Focus.

*“Better to die following one's own law
than to die pursuing the law of another”
is Krishna's dictum for those plagued with
the angst of realising oneself being pulled
apart by the various forces of identity.

Therefore, two somewhat dissonant
concepts, the existentialist vision of
freedom and the dharmic notion of
liberation in life can exist, and possibly
thrive, in harmony.

As Sartre put i “If 1 am an incarnation
of freedom, it is directed at me; [ am the
source of it.” The Chandogya Upanishad
said: “What a person wills in his present,
he becomes in the future. One should
bear this in mind and will accordingly”
Kierkegaard illustrates this becoming in a
most refined way in his Either/Or, “When
around one everything has become silent,
solemn as a clear, starlit night, when the
soul comes to be alone in the whole
world, then before one there appears, not
an extraordinary human being, but the
eternal power itself, then the heavens
open, and the I chooses itself or, more
correctly, receives itself”

It is this will to freedom, of which the
individual is both the cause and the
conclusion, that seekers of freedom must
draw towards in this age of competing
compulsions.
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Lithuania became the first country to declare independence from the Soviet Union on
March 11, 1991. Here is a quiz on countries that were part of the Soviet Union

Vighnesh P, Venkitesh

1Y

QUESTION 1

The capital of which present day country
hosted the meeting in 1920 where the
Communist Party of india was formed?

LN

QUESTION 2

Auroch, an extinct wild bovine, & the national
animal of which former Soviet state?

QUESTION 3
Wihich former Soviet state s called the land of
fire?

N

QUESTION 4

The flag of which former Sowiet state depicts
the sun with 40 rays for 40 tribes in the region?

.

QUESTION S

The name of which former Soviet state stems
from the phrase ‘white Russian'?

™
K

[
Visual question:
Inwhich country is this burning gas crater, nicknamed ‘door to hell’, located?

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
daily quiz: 1. The {1936-1939)
anticipated many of the characteristics of World
War 1l including the cross-ideological opposition to
fascism as a state ideology. Ans: Spanish Civil
War

2. The two-word label given to the (deology that
draws from both Stalinism and fascism. Ans: Red
fascism

3. This movement shares its name with that of the
organisation founded during the Weimar republic.
Ans: Antifa

4.0n March 7, workers in many mines in the area
assumed control of their management and
proclaimed the area to be a new republic called
this. Ans: Labin Republic

5. In 1945, four countries established a joint
tribunal that conducted the event known popularly
asthe . Ans: Nuremberg Trials
Visual: Name the symbol at the bottom depicting a
pair of bound bundles of wood with an axe passing
through and emerging from the top. Ans: Fasces
Early Birds: Joe V.R| Abhijeet Ranjan
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

“Wi hal is the meanmg of ‘dipsomania’?”

a2 nia’ means ‘extreme
dependence on alcoholic drinks’. A
‘dipsomaniac’ is one who is suffering
from dipsomania. Some dipsomaniacs are
sober only when they are drunk.”

“Is the ‘1" in ‘directive’ pronounced like
the ‘1" in “fi’ or like the 4" in ‘five'?"

“Both are acceptable.”

“What is the meaning of ‘fortuitous’?”

* ‘Fortuitous’ means ‘happening by
chance’. It was a fortuitous meeting.
‘Fortuitous' is a formal word. The first ‘0
is pronounced like the ‘aw’ in ‘law’, the
‘u’ like the ‘v’ in ‘use’, ‘ou’ like the ‘a’ in
‘China’"

“Is it correct to use ‘sabotage’ as a
verb?”

“Yes. There was a time when some
writers objected to its use as a verb. One
of them, Sir Alan Herbert, said: ‘Let us by
all means sabotage the verb for the robust
word ‘wreck’ will always do the same
work better'. Sabotage is ‘deliberate and
organised destruction of plant,
machinery, etc. by dissatisfied workmen,
hence, generally any malicious or wanton
destruction’. The verb continues to be
used and hasn’t been sabotaged.”

“What is the difference between
‘momentary” and ‘momentous’?”

* ‘Momentary” means ‘lasting for a
very short period”. There was a
momentary pause in his speech. I had a
momentary suspicion that he was not
telling the truth. ‘Momentous’ means
“very important, serious’. The Board took
some momentous decisions.

“What is the meaning of ‘yap’?”

**To yap' means ‘to talk noisily and
foolishly’. He yapped away the whole
afternoon. It is slang.”

“Is the ‘t' in ‘hasten’ pronounced?”

“No. The ‘a’ in ‘hasten’ is pronounced
like the ‘ei’ in ‘eight’.”

Published in The Hindu on September
19, 1995

Word of the day

Emollient:

toiletry consisting of any of various substances
In the form of a thick liquid that have a soothing
and moisturising effect when applied to the skin;
having a softening or soothing effect

Synonyms: cream, ointment,
demulcent, salving

Usage: 8y and lorge, this approoch hos proved
useful and even emailient.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/emoliientpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jimol.santy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Spiralling food subsidy: The urgent need for reform

FIRST

olumn

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has allocated

2203,420 Crore for food subsidy which is a

marginal three per cent Increase from the
revised estimate (RE) for the current financial year
(FY) at 197,000 Crore. The RE for FY 2024-25
by itself is lower than the budget estimate (BE)
0f 205,250 Crore she had fixed while presenting
that budget on July 23, 2024.
Food subsidy payments during FY 2023-24 and
FY 2022-23 were 211,394 Crores and 247,000
Crore respectively. From these numbers, one gets
asense that since FY 2022-23, food subsidies have
been on a downward trajectory. This may not
reveal the true plcture.

Under the Pradhan Mantri Garlb Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY), the Centre asks the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and other state agen-
cles to procure food and organize its distribution
to around 820 Million people for free. The entire
cost i.e. MSP (minimum support price) paid to
farmers plus handling and distribution cost
(HDC) Is reimbursed to the FCI or other state

ncles as a subsidy. The money comes from the
nton Budget's allocation for food subsidy'.

While, the PMGKAY has been in force since
January 1, 2023, before that, the Centre was giv-
Ing food to 820 Million persons (seven kg of cere-
als per person per month to 120 Million poorest
of |Ke vmr persons covered under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana or AAY families and five kg of cere-
als per person per month to the remaining 700
million) at a heavily subsidized price of T2/3/1 per
I;P for wheat/rice/coarse cereals under the

ational Food Security Act (NFSA).

In addition, since April 2020, it has btcn#uw
ing five kg of food per person per month for “free”
to all 820 Million beneficiaries under PMGKAY
to mitigate the consequences of Covid-19
pandemic. From January 1, 2023, it merged the
free part of PMGKAY with the regular food
security schemes under NFSA, This arrangement
will continue for five years till the end of CY 2028
as per the announcement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in November 2023, Against this
backdrop, FY 2022-23 was an unusual year as 700
Million beneficlaries got five kg of cereals each
per month for free under the PMGKAY. In
addition, during April - December 2022, they got
five kg of cereals each at a throwaway price of
¥3/kg and 22/kg for rice and wheat, respectively
under the NFSA,

Likewlse, beneficiaries under the AAY received
five kg each per month under PMGKAY through-
out the FY plus seven kg a month at ¥3/2/kg for
rice/wheat during April - December 2022 under
the NFSA. It was a doubling of the quantity sup-
plied at throwaway/zero price during nine mont
of the FY that contributed to an unusually high
subsidy outgo of T287,000 Crore. During FY 2023-
24, the 'double quantity’ effect was not present as

In the Union Budget for 2025-26, Finance

|
B g e
five kg a month supplies to all beneficiaries at T3/2
per ks under the NFSA were withdrawn. This
should have led to a massive reduction in subsidy
outgo from the FY 2022-23 level. But, that did-
n'thappen. The payments during FY 2023-24 were
substantial at 211,394 Crores. A hike in MSP of
all 14 Kharif crops by 5-10 per cent announced
In June 2023, besides an Increase in HDC, led to
higher subsidy payment.
Look at things from another anEIcA While,
Krﬂemlng the budget for FY 2023-24, Sitharaman
ad kept the BE for food subsidy at 197,000
Crore. Against this, RE turned out to be
T14,394 Crore more indicating that the potential
savings In subsidy due to dissipation of ‘double
quantity’ effect were partially offset by increase
in MSP and other costs assoclated with distrib-
ution of food.
Coming to FY 2024-25, the FM has put the RE
for the year at 197,000 Crore which is even lower
than the BE of £205,250 Crore. This is |

get for FY 2025-26, the pre-
vailing situation was pointi
Iow-‘r:h a slippage urlrourr:ﬂ
220,000 Crore from the BE,
The higher subsidy require-
ment of about 225,000
Crore was expected primar-
ily due to the rising costs of
haolding on to a huge stock-

ile of rice, besides the

ncrease in MSP of wheat
and rice.

Then, as part of the cen-
tral pool stock, the FCI was holding around 50
Million ton including 34 Million ton of rice and
16 Million ton of wheat (this stock excluded 34
Million ton of rice recelvable from millers). The
stock was against the buffer of 21.41 Million ton
for January 1. Put simply, the stock holding was
four times what was required.

Ata fund 1 level, the problem lies in the

Only a month before the presentation of the bud-

government using state agencies not just to meet

Trump’s reciprocal tariffs and the US
trade deficit: A deeper look

uring a recent meeting, US President
D Donald Trump praised Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modj, calling him "a
great leader” However, in the same breath,
Trump announced reciprocal tariffs on India,
labelling the country as the "tariff king’ and "a
hard place to do business,” He blamed India’s
high tariffs for the growing trade deficit between
the two nations,

Trump's proposed reciprocal tariff policy
means that the US will impose equivalent tar-
iffs on countries that charge higher tariffs on
American exports, He argues that the US trade
deficit stems from high tariffs imposed by other
countries on US goods. The US exports goods
worth approximately 82 Trillion globally while

rting around $3.3 Trillion, leading to a trade
deficit of about $1 Trillion. The US has a trade
deficit with 57 countries, a trade surplus with
39, and negligible trade with 122, But s high tar-
iffs the primary cause of this deficit?

US Trade Deficit with Major
Countries

The United States has significant trade deficits
with several countries, with China leading the
List at a deficit of $300 Billion, resulting from
$148 Billion In exports and $448 Billion In
imports. Mexico follows with a trade deficit of
$157 Billion, as the US exports $323 Billion while
Importing $480 Billion. Vietnam ranks third,
with a deficit of $109 Billion, based on $10
Billion in exports and $119 Billion in imports.
Other major trade deficit partners include
Germany ($86 Billion), Canada ($78 Billion),
Japan ($75 Billion), and Ireland ($66 Billion).
South Korea ($55 Billion), Taiwan ($50 Billion),
and India ($47 Billion) also contribute to the
overall trade imbalance. Additional countries
with notable trade deficits include Italy ($46
Billion), Thailand ($43 Billion), Malaysia (328

Mexlco, the second-largest contributor to the
US trade deficit, is deeply integrated with the US
cconomy. Under the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA), most US prod-
ucts enter Mexico duty-free, provided they meet
rules-of-orlgin requirements.

Despite this tariff-free access, the US still
records a $157 Billion trade deficit with Mexico,
showing that tariffs are not the root cause.

Vietnam has emerged as a manufacturing
powerhouse, with its exports tripling from
$124 Billion in 2012 to $384 Billion in 2022. Yet,

its effective tarifl rate
stands at just 1.07 per
cent, with an MFN rate of
4.98 per cent. The growth

of Vietnam's exports is

rimarily due to low
abour costs, streamlined
supply chains, and
favourable trade agree-
ments rather than high
tariffs.

Similarly, Germany,
which exports and
imports roughly $1.6

Trillion worth of goods annually, has an effec-
tive tariff of 144 per cent, almost the same as
the US's 1.54 per cent. Despite these compara-
ble rates, the US still has an $86 Billlon trade
deficit with Germany.

This raises the question: if high tariffs were
the primary cause of teade deficits, why does the
US have such a significant gap with Germany?

Among the 20 countries with which the US
has the h?g’m( trade deficits, only South Korea
(8.88 per cent effective tariff) and India (11.36
per cent effective tariff) impose relatively high-
er tariffs. However, many of these countries
themselves have global trade deficits, meaning
other nations successfully export to them-even

ANANT
SWARUP

Billion), Switzerland (825 Billion), and Ind:

($18 Billion). The remaining nations on the list
are Austria and France, each with a $14 Billion
deficit, Cambodia ($12 Billion), Sweden ($10
Billion), and Slovakia (88 Billion). These figures
highlight the countries where the US Img‘(lwu sig-
ol unllr more than it exports, contributing to
its overall trade deficit.

Is High Tariff the Reason for the
US Trade Deficit?

China, the country with which the US has the
highest trade deficit, has an effective tariff of just
307 per cent and a Most Favored Natlon
(MEN) tariff of 3,09 per cent. Despite accusa-
tions of unfalr trade practices and currency
manipulation, China has successfully posi-
tioned Itself as the *factory of the world,” offer-
Ing competitively priced goods.

when the US struggles.

Billion, resulting in a $200 Billion services trade
surplus-which offsets
Economic research has shown that imposing
high tariffs does not necessarily boost manufac-
turing or enhance economic integration.
While it may be a politically attractive move,
trade wars often lead to long-term economic
damage. Trump's decision to escalate tarifls will
shaj
and its real impact remains to be seen.

Conclusion

The US trade deficit is a complex lssue influ-
enced by multiple factors beyond high tariffs,
While President Trump has targeted countries
like India for thelr tari
the largest trade imba
nations that have low tariffs, such as China,
Mexico, and Germany.

This suggests that tariffs are not the primar:
cause of t
economy toward high-tech industries, out-
sourcing of manufacturing, and global supply
cl\’lr‘\ Strategles BIQ‘Y a more significant role.

art of the goods deficit.

global trade dynamics in the coming years,

rnllclu. data shows that
ances exist even with

deficit, Instead, the shift in the UE

corp

manufacture goods abroad and re-import them,
further widening the trade fap,

The services sector, which generates a trade
surplus for the US, Is often overlooked in trade
deficit discussions, Economic research suggests
that (my
revive
broader economic consequences.

As Trump's tariff policies unfold, their long-
term impact on global trade and the US econ-
omy remalns uncertain.

In 2023, the US-India bilateral trade in goods
and services stood at $190.08 Billion ($123.89
Billion In goods and $66.19 Billion In services
trade). That
to the US stood at $83.77 Billion, while imports
were $40.12 Billion, leaving a trade gap of $43.65

sing high tariffs does not necessarily
lomestic manufacturing but can lead to

year, India’s merchandise exports

Billion in favour of India.
The Real Cause of the US The country's services export to America was
Trade Deficit $36.33 Billion in 2023, while imports were aggre-
The primary reason for the US trade deficit Is  gated at $29.86 Billion. The trade gap (difference

not high tariffs abroad, but rather the :hanglng
structure of the US economy, Over time, the US
has shifted away from low-cost, labour-intensive
manufacturing, outsourcing these industries to
other countries while focusing on high-tech and
specialised production,
many US | corpora-
tions manufacture abroad and re-import goods,
which increases the trade deficit. However, the
royalties and profits earned by these companies
are not factored Into trade deficit calculations.
Additionally, the US services trade Is often
overlooked. In 2022, the US exported $900
Billion worth of services while importing $671

ween imports and exports) was $6.47 Billion

in favour of New Delhi.

During 2021-24, America was the largest trad-
ing partner of India. The US is one of the few
countries with which India has a trade surplus.

India has recelved $67.8 Billion In foreign
direct investments from America during April
2000 and September 2024,

Thus India will have to diversify its export bas-
ket and reduce its American-centric approach
to tide over the loses that might result from the
Trump imposed tariffs.

(The author s former Addtionsl Secroalry, Department of
Commarce; views are personal

food requirements under the PMGKAY but also
10 extend price support to farmers, Under what
has come to be known as ‘open-ended’ procure-
ment, it buys from farmers unlimited quantities
at MSP. For the last many years, the FCIhas been
procuring over 50 Million tons of rice every year
even while supplying around 36 - 38 Million tons
under PMGKAY to the states,

This mismatch has inevitably led to a huge pile-
u[; of stocks and assoclated high carrying costs
which bloats the subsidy bill. The Centre has
pinned its hope of trimming subsidy (as per RE)
on liquidating its burgeoning stocks. But, given
the situation on the ground, this seems unlikely.
Til about a month back, response to the open
market sale of rice by FCI from its stocks was poor
with only 0.7 million tons of rice sold at the sub-
sidised rate of T28/kg (during 2023-24 also, the
agency could sell only 0.1 million tons).

A recent order from the food ministry let state
governments and their corporations purchase uj
10 1.2 million tons of rice, and ethanol distilleries

India’s food subsidy bill continues to rise despite budget projections suggesting otherwise. Without structural reforms in procurement and distribution,
the financial strain on the exchequer is set to escalate, raising concerns about the long-term sustainability of India's food security programmes

buy up to 2.4 million tons at a reduced rate of
¥22.55/kg - a 20 per cent discount from the ear-
lier price of T28/kg - won't make any dent on the
mammoth stocks.

The actual subsidy outgo during FY 2024-25
will be close to 225,000 Crore Instead of
197,000 Crore being the RE given in the bud-
get. Considering that the agencies will be saddled
with high stocks even during FY 2025-26 and fur-
ther annual increase in the MSP and HDC (in the
past, MSP of paddy and wheat has been increas-
ing 6 - 7 per cent in kharif and rabi seasons annu-
ally and this trend s expected to continue), it Is
unlikely that subsidy payments will be contained
within the budgeted level of ¥203,420 Crore. Far
from a declining trend that the figures mentioned
in the budget would seem to suggest, food sub-
sidy has actually been on a rising trajectory and
this trend will continue In the future as well. How
the Scheme has been crafted, an escalating trend
Is Inevitable. The coverage of PMGKAY s ‘uni-
versal’ (820 Million beneficlaries and at least 100
Million waiting to be included), assurance of giv-
ing them ‘free’ food eternally, purchase of ‘unlim-
ited” quantum of food from farmers at MSP result-
Ing in high stocks with FCI and agencies and asso-
clated high carrylng cost, reimbursement of
handling and distribution cost to them on ‘actu-
al’ basis and pilferage of subsidised food.

Conclusion

The trajectory of food subsidy in India is not on
a downward slope, as the budget figures might
suggest, but rather on a continuous rise due to the
structural inefficiencies within the system. The
universal coverage of PMGKAY, along with the
open-ended procurement of food grains at MSP,
has resulted in excessive stock accumulation, drl-
ving up costs related to storage, handling, and dis-
tribution.

D“K"c attempts to trim the sulmdv‘ bill through
stock liquidation, market demand has remained
weak, making a significant reduction In expen-
diture nnlllu:f 3

Moreover, !nuou such as annual Increases in
MSP and handling costs, as well as the Supreme
Court's directive to Include an additional 100 mil-
lion beneficlaries under food security programs,
will only exacerbate the financial burden.

While the budgeted estimate for FY 2025-26 has
been set at 203,420 Crore, the actual expendi-
ture Is expected to exceed this projection, just as
it has in previous years.

Unless the government undertakes funda-
mental reforms, such as rationalising procure-
ment, imp g targ mech and
curbing inefficiencies, food subsidy will contin-
ue to spiral upwards,

{The author a policy analyst. The views expressed

Holistic approach to
overcoming addiction

arilal Gandhi was addicted to alcohol. He
H trled in vain to g‘lve up drinking but could

never kick the habit and eventually suc-
cumbed to the lethal disease called alcoholism.
He became a quotidian smoker,

Gandhliji's son was also sald to have commit-
ted adultery and for a brief turned an apostate
as he got converted to Islam to be known as
Abdullah Gandhi,

Tobacco and excessive consumption of alco-
hol lead to severe physical and psycho-
logical disorders. It has a deleterious
and debilitating effect on the human
body. Any individual can be addict-
ed to sex, substance, food (bulimia),
cinema, television, or even soclal
media. Such addictions weaken our
resolve diminish our aura and
deplete our physical and mental

energy.

A’}JI(lmn i a compulsive, chron-
Ic, physiological, or psychologlical
need for a habit-forming substance,
behaviour, or activity having harm-
ful physical, psychological, or social
effects and typically causing well-
defined symptoms (such as anxiety, irritability,
tremors, or nausea) upon withdrawal or absti-

nence.

Talking of smoking, some lawmakers came uj
with outlandish theories stating that there s inad-
equate Indian evidence to correlate tobacco and
cancer.

WHO estimates that tobacco caused 8.5
Million deaths in 2024 and over 100 million
deaths over the 20th century. Similarly, the United
States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
describes tobacco as “the single most important
preventable risk to human health in developed
countrles and important cause of premature death
worldwide.”

Smoking is a major risk factor for heart
attacks, strokes, chronic obstructive pulmonar
disease (COPD) including emphy nm‘i’

RAVI
VALLURI

Sudarshan Kriya harmonises the rhythms of the
body and emotions and puts them back in tune
with the rhythms of nature,

Being in sync, we feel positive about ourselves,
love flows naturally in all relationships (say what
was lacking between Gandhiji and his son
Harilal Gandhi).

Sudarshan Krlya's technique enables us to skill-
fully use the breath to feel positive about ourselves

nd our lives and start having control over our

emotions. It reinforces the default rhythm

within an Individual and negative emotions

of discontent and unhappiness get
purged.

Regular practice of Sudarshan Kriya,
pranayama, yoga, and meditation brings
about a 360-degree change in the per-
sonality of an addict or & person who
Is only looking back in anger.

A renowned cardiologist from
Hyderabad, Dr Ramachandra of Srl Sri
Holistic Hospitals recommends
Sudarshan Kriya to all his patients for
@ quick rehab. Further, he opines this
breathing technique Is almost akin to
hyperventilation and relaxes an individ-

ual tremendously, Regular practice of this breath-
lnl( technique Infuses energy, prana, and opti-
mism and puts a person In an auto mode
(default mm.n of nature),

We are cannonaded with almost 60,000 thou-
sand thoughts a day. Most of them are negative
in nature. Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar says
breath is like a string and your mind is like a kite,
Pms‘cr breathing ensures you float and do not
crash land in the journey of your life.

So let us breathe our problems away,

Conclusion

In & world where addiction to substances and
behaviors can erode physical and mental well-
being, finding effective ways to reclaim control
Is essential. Harllal Gandhi's mm&t« serveasa

chronic bronchitis and cancer (particularly lung
cancer, cancers of the larynx and mouth, and pan-
creatic cancer).

Cigarettes sold in underdeveloped countries
tend to have higher tar content and are less like-
ly to be filtered, potentially increasing vulnera-
bility to tobacco smoking-related diseases in these
reglons.

Given this grim scenarlo, how does one quit
smoking and or those addicted to Bacchus, give
up deinking? It is recommended to take up cours-
s in the Art of Living to combat these addictions.

We need to br\-ulfu properly to increase our
Prana level to combat these addictions. The pivot
of the Art of Living Courses s the unique beeath-
Ing technique called the Sudarshan Kriya.

stark of how unchecks pendencies
can lead to suffering, not just for the individual
but for their loved ones as well.

The Impact of smoking, alcoholism, and other
addictions is undeniable, with grave conse-
quences on health and longevity. Yet, amidst this
challenge, hope lies in adopting holistic wellness
practices. Sudarshan Krlya, pranayama, yoga, and
meditation offer sclentifically backed methods to
counter addiction and regain inner harmony,

These techniques not only cleanse the body and
mind but also foster emotional resilience, allow-
ing Individuals to break free from destructive
habits,

(The writer is the CEO of Cabattisgars East Rallway Lid and
Rabway Lid. He Is y Artol
LUiving; views are personal)




4.bl - think

the hindubllSinCSS“nC.

TUESDAY - MARCH 11, 2005

Skimming off the froth
Welcome move to check trading in equity derivatives
T he surge in trading in equity ﬂwuru and

options has been rep

hlghllghmd by the markets regulnor,
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in the
past few years, Not only has the derivative trading
volume been doubling almost every year since
2020-21, itis also many times hlgller than the trading

in thc cull Itisth 1 that the
g idering tocheck i
lation and imp risk itoring in the
equky fi and opti g as ledina
recent comulutlon paper.

The proposal to change the method for
caleulating position limits in index options
will be particularly helpful in checking this
runaway speculation, Index options in
Nifty50, Bank Nifty, Nifty IT and Sensex
attract a bulk of the trading interest in
equity derivatives. While the regulator has
set a limit of €500 crore for positions that
individuals, HNIs, proprietary traders, FPIs
and others can hold in each index derivative
contract, it is calculated by netting the long
and short positions, This allows traders to
hold large positions on a gross basis, SEBI is
proposing that revised intra-day limits in
index options will be 1,000 crore on a net
basis and 2,500 crore on a gross basis. The
limits for end of the day positions are
proposed at T500 crore on net basis and
1,500 crore on gross basis. These limits
will be for positions not backed by
underlying cash positions or other
collaterals. It is reported that this move will
impact large proprietary traders and foreign
portfolio investors who have gross intraday
positions exceeding ¥3,000 to ¥3,500 crore,
But that need not deter SEBL, Some
moderation in trading turnover may not be
bad, given the surge since the pandemic.

The other significant change being
proposed by SEBI is to change the way open
interest (outstanding position held byall
participants) in equity futures and options
is calculated. It is currently arrived at by
adding the notional value of the derivative
contracts held by traders, SEBI is proposing
to calculate this by adding the notional open
interest in futures contracts with the future
equivalent value in option contracts, This is
amore accurate representation of the open
interest in options, as it captures the risk
taken while holding options more
accurately, Puture equivalent value of deep
out-of-the-money options will be much
lower than the notional value, thus bringing
down the total open interest in each
security, This will prevent derivatives being
pushed intoa ban period,

SEBI's proposal regarding market-wide
position limit (total value of all contracts
traded in a security) will ensure that there is
alink between trading in cash segment and
derivative segment in each security. The
regulator is proposing that the MWPL of a
security should be lower of 15 per cent of
free float market capitalisation or 60 times
the stocks’ average daily delivery value in
the cash segment, This along with the use of
future equivalent value for open interest in
options will bring greater stability to
derivatives trading,
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allirthe Trump effector

Fosi o ek n

il fuel is'
buuna-wlthnjorotltnd
gas players looking to

mmrkdmr investment plnm with

business,

I‘hehnmmdomhbp.()n February
26, bp introduced what it called a
‘fundamentally reset strategy’ with clear
focus on Increasing oil and gas
b d discip AT n

nergy transition.

willlhll mmmgulngbyoﬂ majors
mean slowing down of the energy
mnlltlmpmmu?w)mwﬂ]h nto
che-:llmuecommlmenu’ s

ident of
(‘nudnng, Ellen R Wald, “The fossil
fuel business was never out. It has always
played avital mleinlheg’obd energy
y Evenwhenthe fi
bles and thy all
mdg-cmdnuedmhepnﬁmhle

“People were under amisguided
perception that wouldn'tbe
profitable after 2030 because they
believed forecasts that were inaccurate.
Now that it's 2025 theyare realising that
fossil fuels are still necessary and feel
comfortable saying it publicly,” she said.

businessline,
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India must leverage

fuel gaining momentum again, oil prices are likely to soften,
which will benefit countries like India

According to Bob McNally, Founder
and President of Rapidan E G , NinjaTrader Group, LLC. *The led g the need for G more
e world h w‘w,m Rumj Ulm:w:‘:ex;xned!!ump(l ahulmedlppmnch with some ESG lnvnmmlnxh":mnadmlﬂcollmar
the Paris teratothe over rellance on Russian gas, leadingto W Rgasasa opening
Post-Paris Erasince the Russian energy shortages forcing nations “rransition fuel” pmmulfymrluedmrnr
fnvasion of Ukraine. With the election of W think ..%;k Does this " i 1l pl - e o
President Trump and Republican 5 has Jed to nations prioritising getrealistic? revising the Oilfields Act to protect
control of Congress, along with reliable energy sources to avold supply “For cli Ivists thi the investor " Shuchart said.
elections In the EU Partiament, Austria, shocks, with fossil fuels remaining theym ing to have to shift toward
lnd(‘mny.rl’ulutmlupldungup elmhlformh‘lmy b-clo-dpzmr for realistic transition OUTPUT RAMP-UP
polide- which include things such as “Inhmnrydm-wnrbplm
"lunmhmmllloollbncklorhe Mmyrenewnblefm)mlmjun nuclear, natural gas, and ducti
2015-2022 period tobe re,” she added, byug:“cemmdp xbymp-.-r
Mpnfaundlxmmnnnnpid lmvﬂymh:(dludbyg«mmmm,"ﬂw i1, more importantly, for countries India’s largest affshore field,
decarbonisation: Interest rates were low like India which are being pushed to Mumbai High, through a decade-long
so capital was cheaps inflation was a work on a strategy, energy security is contract with Oil and Natural Gas
distant memory; there were no major GROWTH COMPULSIONS m mnnm Corporation (ONGC)," she said.
wars; oll prices were low. Oﬂm(han (‘numrle:lnuhmd:\ﬁumiocund security s paramount for On March 10, the Ministry of
Donald s first term, Imtl bclngrhtfulul d Natural G d
raments favoured aggre: for oil, ,andeod Sectmulllruzed market, nhlnkwemdrendy-m w0 Sabha in awritten thatthe
mmm Manlmp(mnzly there ammg.u.nd chemicals rely on see fatigue of the West trying tnupu.ull‘ht :‘ly. has tak “Fy
was little resistance to China's hy native India into the green agenda,” she duce the d d d
d of global bleand BV I I derdeveloped, she pointed out. cmdealluwlu;ronmmm
mppl)chall-,'ﬁcmo\mld sald adding, “High energy costs and The move is als 1 softening of I T
But, each one of those factors have unreliable supply have led to voter ol prices, for now. The questi 1) havealsob government and
mzned,mdcﬂmmly.heuld.ddhq dissarisfaction, influencing policyshifts  remain for how long? Public Sector Undmn(nng (PSUs) Oil
shiftir in ,the US, and d. This has “Weare al asoftening of Marketing Cs nkes (OMCs) to
Mwmmuumaamuumym}" w beyon oil prices. or US sl o low mm«-?ﬁmwmmdplmm
adjust...We can debate whether it was “Energy security is tobeaproblemash mkmw impactof global erude oflprices and to
ever reallstic toassume that a a bei
d«ubmludonvmmlrulﬂmpl pnrnmount for India hdl‘lg hulmml:u,wmebmmmre) Oilar I!edﬂﬂ,odudpul’ﬁulhmdmdy
icand political the fastest growing £50such asthe target dates for net
onn M(llwrlofdglmcivlnlgnz?mzww cmcr“ing market. | think wmu.focmlmg,mdpmdumrlwlll zerostatus and are ready with their
P g how e are. alveady starting to be forced to curtall production, which plans,
0 fuel Al data centre demand.” we are already starting mnmuaymdmmmmm" Overall, the situation currently is to
h-f'; see fatigue of the West she said. India’s advantage. It is an opportunity
“Ibelieve reality is finally setring in for “For India, with for India tostabilise its energy basket,
severslreasons,”sid Tracy Shuchrt, | L1¥INg 10 push India into consumption lower prices are while ensuring that it does not buckle
Senlor Economist, NT-Live/ the green agenda preferable, but the good under geopolitical pressures,

US trade talks: Govt needs to explain to Parliament

The Opposition must question the government on what transpired during Commerce Minister’s US visit

—
Poornima Joshi

arliament reconvened after

recess on Monday to take on the

remalning business of the Budget
Session. From the onset, the

eoccupation in the Opposition
ches seems 1o be with Issues that are

either very localised or serve different
partisan interests,

‘Trinamool Congress appears to be
focused on the question of faulty
electoral rolls while the DMK is busy
with Hindi imposition through the

considering that it s not belng comered
on the critical issue of India's
negotiations with the US on trade and
tariffs.

Barring senlor Congress MP Manish
“Tewari who gave a notice for
adjournment of the business of the
House to discuss Commerce Minister

{ulh Goyal's negotiations with the US,

ither any other Congress leader nor
the INDIA bloc as a whole seem overly
concerned with what should have been a
priority for the Opposition,

TRUMP'S ASSERTION

/

TRADE., Tough times wocs

them for whu they've done," President
Trump sal

have qyred 1o cut tariffs “way down”,

The US Commerce Howard
Lutnick was even more specific, pushing
for a broad agreement and that India
should open up its ulture market.
Agriculture is a line in the sand for India
which protects its farmers from being

swamped by agri imports from the

developed world. The US is optnly
asking India to “open it uj

‘These statements Indicate that India
I8 being intimidated. If the government
has succumbed to the US pressure, as
President Trump Is openly suggesting, it
has to explain the precise nature of these

National Education Policy (NEP) and During the recess in the Budget session, The uuement was made while the concessions to the Indian people and

delimitation, the US President Donald Trump Commerce Minister had just d industry, Itis the
The Congress does not seem to havea  targeted India for what he cly his Wash visit. Inthe three days light of the US Commerce Secretary’s

coherent strategy with different as “very high tariffs", In fact,he publicly  that the Commerce Minister was in the proclamations about opening up Indian

sections ralsing a variety of Issues — declared that India has agreed to cut US, berween March 3 and March 6, agriculture market.

from ASHA workers strike in Kerala to tariffs “way down” because the country Indian media and the public were kept As Parliament is in sesslon, It is

problems in digital disbursement of was “exposed”, entirely uninformed tthe imperative that the govemnment does

social welfare benefits. The first “..India % us massive tariffs, fations. aining on the floor of the House.

intervention of the Leader of massive, you can't even sell anything sides me Ministry of External If m:&pmgon does not pin the

Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, was on the into India, It's almost Itis general statement government down on the US tariff

Issue of f:u!ry electoral rolls during the vearkdve We do very little business about lhc(‘nmnmce Minister having concessions in the days to come, it can

Zero Hour, inside... ‘veagreed, by the way, they  visited the US, the Indian government then be legitimately asked whether they
The Emmmmcnl mm(bewcmly want to cut thelr tariffs way down now chose to keep absolutely mum while the mhelngdellbemdyohuum

relleved with the proceeding because somebody’s finally exposing US President openly declared that we generally inefficlent.
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Apropos the Edeorial Too
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outlived its purpose and countries
Ao sgnals a major change in how the LS needa system where no ane I this regard SEBI's innovative e

Mutual Fund Benefit and diigene
portfolo investment services. Now
SEBI plays a major role both as an
executor as well as a monitor and any
slippage in this dual role will affect
Investors’ confdence.
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“"What is this called? Passive Income
or Passive Spending?!”
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Unpredictable Trump

Allies, adversaries can’t take anything for granted

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

here is an adage in
T international relations: No

Permanent Friends, No
Permanent Enemies; Only
Interests. In the context of the
47th President of the United
States, that saying could be
extended to domestic relations as
well, Look at the fashion in which
the foreign and domestic
dimensions of America have
progressed in the last six weeks or
S0.

‘The on-off tariffs rhetoric
against Canada and Mexico aside,
President Donald Trump berated
the visiting President of Ukraine,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. And just
when Russia seemed finished
celebrating its arch foe shown the
White House door, It is facing the
threat and wrath of American
sanctions.

And in a span of three days the
Trump administration is having
direct talks with Hamas and
asking Teheran to retumtoa
nuclear framework that
Washington walked out of in
2018, Of course Hamas and
‘Teheran are not without the usual
bluster: you better, or else... The
tough and yet diplomatic
posturing are meant to tell allies
and adversaries not to take
anything for granted.

GUNNING FOR GREENLAND
And after alull, Greenland is back
inthe news. In his address to
Congress, Trump maintained that
he was keen to get that strategic
and mineral vlci

“We strongly luppnn your
right to determine your own
future, and if you choose, we
welcome you into the United
States of America, We will keep
you safe. We will make you rich.
And together we will t
Greenland to heights like you
have never thought possible
before,” Trump told a joint
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TRUMP STRIKES. Both friends
and foes in equal measure

fmlluhl; Ewn Pakistan more
than £33 billion in aid over the
last 15 years, and they have given
us nnmyI‘ng but Im’:’nys,i dnvg.
rmnhng of our leaders as fools,”

‘rump said. “They give safe haven
m the terrorists we hunt in
Afghmmn,vnm little help. No
more!",

Even before the formal
dressing down, Vice President
Mike Pence during a visit to the
American largest military base in
Afghanistan in December 2017,
remarked: “Trump has put
Pakistan on notice." The Biden
administration in 2022 reinstated
military assistance.

It is just not Europe but world
leaders are on an edge figuring out
the directions of American
for as it pertains to
|¢~cmu§'l‘v|.’:’::tegk a':d economic

issues,

In going back and forth on
tariffs, there is the clear
indication that the President
would want to give more time to
friends and allies to fall in line;
and at the same time listening to
key domestic players and markets
on the implications of going

through with punitive

A NARAYANAMOORTHY
he unprecedented floods

Flood-hit farmers
must be ade

caused by cyclone Fengal in

Tamil Naduin l)emm
2024 resulted in h
damage to cropsin

P

districts

losses.

After working out the crop damages n

theaffected districts, the Tamil Nadu
overnment issued an order on February
9,2025, stating that a total of T498.8

compensate

FLAWED METHODOLOGY. In Tamil Nadu, unscientific
methods used in assessing crop damage have resulted in

((]iuately

crore will be provided as compensation Wnﬁg{ farmers hit c,dm
10 5,18,783 farmers affected by the [— t _ wr v
cyclone. -
However, the farmers say that the  anie 1 [ et

:‘.’t':’np‘:":“:l’:";lﬂ" ::::;"‘I"'":‘?‘:‘“’é i Cost and value of output for paddy Cost and value of output for crops
survey: Letus find out hanerte T cultivated in major States, 2021-22 n cultivated in Tamil Nadu, 2021-22 )

d is insuffs State Cost AZHFL Cost 2 VOP Crops. Cost A2#+FL. Cost G2 Vo

Per the report released by the
government, a systematic survey of the Andhra Pradesh 7229 103,588 99,466 Paddy 67,064 88,380 8,63
dnm‘mcd crops inthe 18 districts Assam 44,851 57,648 46,350 Maize 63,767 267 8778
including Cuddalore, Villupuram and e Jowar 46,155 54918 19,402
Bihar 8,117 54311 19,683 .
Krishnagiri has been conducted. From ... % —— M 238 218 26,682
the survey,a total of §,18,783 farmers Chhattisgarh 02476 61,502 14,093 pere
who cultivated agricultural and G T Urad 0,58 47,194 4“0
horticultural crops ona total area of 3.25 Odum — R nam _ e Groundnut 68,090 8,514 85,562
!ekh hi“;"“ inthese dll(ricu have been Punjab 58,783 101,31 142,120 Cotton 102,560 124493 1,55,806
Jor vellef, Since Taenil Nadu G060 B3 R
area is very low compared to the _ —_— Onion 194,53 2,29,074 313,587
cultivated area of the districts surveyed, Uttar Pradesh 55,810 4651 57,565 Sugarcane 189,70 2499M1 302,118
itis not known on what basis the BT T T
affected area has been West Bangal 56,810 4,687 57.565 Coconut 80487 16872 222410
Cost A2epL: pocket pl tamly labour; Cast C2: Al Inching
INADEQUATE RELIEF VOP: Ve of cuput, Souron: CACP, Kharl Price Pl cy Raport 262425
'!‘hnupl t.hﬂ'c are dbcr(glncln in
d ding on the cost factor used for cyclone, without gthecostof | d of: p damage using

the relief lnnmmmd for farmers who the cmmlnon But the relief lnnounccd cultivation of crops. The Gaja cyclone information from revenue officials and
have completely lost their crops app is only t&,5 that hit in 2018 hada village administrative officers, a
tobe too low by any standard. As per the Allo. the relief announced for devastating impact on farmers in committee should be formed with
announcement, t8,500 per hectare will long-term crops (sugarcane,bananaand  Nagapattinam, Thiruvarur, Thanjavur experts in agricultural economics to
be provided for rainfed crops affected by others) is also too low. The CACP and Pudukkottai districts, Farmers from  properly assess crop losses caused by

the cyclone, and €17,000 per hectare for
padd\ and similar I"lglud crops. For

be ?lLiu(Nhenur Since lhr cost uf
di

estimate shows the cost of cul

one hectare of sugarcane in Tamil Nadu
varies from €1 89,742 10 €2,49,971.
Hawaev the relief announced for

areas,

l‘mmnl Nadu |l ven hl@ (Table 1

The same goes (ar who s calling

Im ortant States) ;u per the data

“One way orthe other, we're
going to get it".

Pakistan was lavished with
g'r:‘tl‘:e for handing over a terrorist

nster” responsible for the

Killing of 13 American soldiers in
Kabul during the hasty retreat in
2021;and in a policy shift the
Republican administration also
approved $397 million for
maintaining its F-16 jets to be
used as counter-terrorism
operations, and not against India.
Even as Islamabad's civilian
leaders and hnn h.ntl were

for paddy for
cultivation?

lsun)(”’
lhudu!ow rche‘l’ug\m how will
farmers be able to cover the cost of

25 years were

and
whidn are lnmm for intensive coconut
cultivation in Tamil Nadu, were also
badly hit. Coconut trees agcd more than

cyclones inorder to provide appropriate
relief. Compensation should also be
given at market rates to those farmers
who have lost cattle and other

dby
the cyclone, but the then guvcrnmcm
announced a one-time relief of only
€1,100 per tree, without cmmulng the

Cyclones and floods are expected to
Increase due to climate change-related
reasons. Therefore, a Pmptdy designed

hodolosy should Sad oud for

the shots when it comes to published by the Commission for ‘The Situation Assessment Survey of expected income from a fully-grown y

the fat of b | Costsand Prices (CACP), it Parmer Households 2018-19 showsthat  coconut tree. collecting and analysing data from
President T ‘rump has now said is not known on what basis such a low the income from crop cultivation is very Crops like mﬁ:rv:‘:nc banana, pad affected areas to provide appropriate
that it was Cabinet Secretaries to reliefhas been calculated. low in Tamil Nadu compared to other vegetables and rs were llln relief to the affected farmers.
make the call, not Elon Musk of According to the Kharif Price Policy major States. dmrovcd by Gajacyclone, especially in Unlike industry and the services
the I)epanmmt ul Government Report 2024-25 of the CACP, which uses The level of indebted g the Puduk district. Despite having sector, the growth of agriculture in
Effi scientifically collected data for farm households is also high in the State blished data on the cost of cult Tamil Nadu has not been very

Whﬂhtr k is Chlnl. Canada,
Mexico and India on tariffs,
Ukraine and Greenland for
minerals or Gaza for real estate, it
is all down to deals. And it is not
going to matter how long anybody
has known the US and in what
capacity.

Fora person who places a
premium on reciprocity, it hardly
matters if a country has a front
row admission ticket for any
event featuring President Trump.
In fact those seats could bring
about unwanted attention.

ola\chYvnr gh‘lnlm&bvway
of atweet.
“The United States has

The writer s asenior journalst who has
reparted from Washington DC on Narth
America and United Naticns

thehindubusinessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

determining the Minimum Support
Prices for 23 mandated crops, the cost of
cultivating one hectare of paddy in Tamil
Nadu comes to €67,064 in terms of cost

due to reduced income from crop
cu.lmmkm (.Iwn lhll Im t h nccelnry

for many crops from the reports of
CACP for Tamil Nadu, the then

A2+FL (costs incurred by the farmer

from his pocket plus imputed value of
family labour), which increases further
,380/hectare (see Table 2) as per
cost C2 (all the expenses incurred for
crop cultivation including a fixed cost

tot

com

ponent).

But the relief of €17,000 announced
for paddy farmers is not even a quarter
of the cost of its cultivation. Per the
CACP's estimate, the cost of cultivating
one hectare of rainfed croj
groundnut and cotton in
varies from €63,767 to €1, 24,493,

8 like maize,
il Nadu

previous government also provided very
low relief to farmers affected by the

Utilising scientifically

collected data, the B
compensation to farmers
should at least cover

the costs incurred for
crop cultivation

encouraging when compared to that of
other major States during the last 30

Unlike earlier, c:

The cost of cultivating one hectare of
paddy in Tamil Nadu is much higher
than in other important

ly-cultivating States like Punjab,
st Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha,
Therefore, utilising the scientifically
collected data, the compensation to
farmers should at least cover the costs
incurred for nupcuhiv:lkm

0 use il donly ymu or so. Because of reduced income
cndmm the relief? €13,500/h for the area under
these crops. fallow land has been increasingata
GAJA CYCLONE STORY much faster rate in Tamil Nadu than in
Similar to the relief announced now,the  POR THE PUTURE other major States.

Policymakers should not forget that if
adequate compensation Is not provided
for crop damages caused by cyclone and
floods, there are possibilities that the
areaunder cultivation will decrease,
which may reduce food production and
increase inflation in the State,

-+

mm-uiummlumwm-v (Offclal),

become cost-intensive. IYu:rc(orc.

\gricultural Costs and Prices, New
Mvmwmmpnmﬁ

Wall Street starts to rethink lofty S&P 500 forecasts for 2025

March 11,2005 Alexandra Semenova rd — is sh g arising outcomes, yes,” Michael Kantrowitz,
of umndmyunmwm Street Piper Sandler's chief investment
Proposal to restrict FDI in ISPs to 74 pc under st , said,
The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) & corsidering a proposal to F cators nse '-"wh"ylwd lmﬂd. Lakos-Bujas indicated the
restrict foreign direct investment (FD) for Internet service providers (15P) HMQ.],W for the S&P (hgmm s&psoomuldm lnywlmefmm
offering leased line based virtual private network (VPN) service to 74 per cent. S00 Index over and over tokeep dayu,umonﬂn;wm lfrom flg
Currently, all 5Ps are alowed to bring in 100 per cent FDI. Seniar DoT officials upwl!hmunnknﬂlg » Now just Piper Sandler & Co. lw-SM(hWN(mS
said that the proposal is in line with the Government’s policy of providing level under three months into the year, mmm..mmnmnm, ‘The cautious tone marks a reversal
playing field to all telecom services providers ell-sid firms h e from earfier this year when he and
Ji Chase & Co. and RBC downsi ven lack of clarity on across major banks called for
HSBC stake in UTI Bank to drop to 12.5 pc after GDR Capital Markets are starting to temper ﬂmn&mg .Mdgpm ":Wh.m Foiid: ot
HSBC'S shareholding in UTI Bank will come down to 12.5 per cent from 146 bullish calls for 2025 as UNCERTAIN. Wall Street forecasters nrquulnlm mmm,mdo(h!f
per cent after the proposed global depository receipts issue of UT| Bank, Mr Donald Trump's tariffs stoke fears of Lmﬂjumlnnnmmcﬂm ‘Trump policies perceived as
Niall 5% Booker, Chief Executive of HSBC India, said UTI Bark has reportedly slowing economic growthand send US  “In the before December, citinga Wh“mnmmmpﬂ(&
received Goverrment clearance to raise $ 200 million through issue of GOR equities into a tailspin. embrace volatility.” “large standard error” around the market.
‘While none of the soothsayers have His team warned on Thursday that ire against heightened uncertainty. Instead, levies on goods from trading

Primary dealers set to report losses for the first time pulled the trigger just yet, the their year-end forecast for the S&P 500 “ldun'\thhkmybodyh-mon E‘?mnl\n:hqudn.Mdmmd
For the first time in close to a decade since their inception, primary dealers rearrangement — which comes less of 6, — aroughly 13 per cent gain conviction today at all: more na have forecasters simmering
(PDs) in debt securities wil report losses for the financial year ending 2004-05. than three weeks after the S&P 500 hit from Friday’s close — may not uncertainty, yes — awider band of down their optimism. wocsss:
Most of the leading PDs are bracing themselves for signifcant losses as a result
of the sharp rise in bond yields during the inancial year
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EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Sharmimy (4-7) 1. One giving testimory (7) 1. Clean hide of the chamois (4-7) 1. See what happens to news it's disseminated (7)

8. Gaod, trusty felow (5)

9. A drink to excite love (7)
10 Most remote (7)

11. One caring for the sick (5)
12 Outline, short

account (6)

14. Yarn, thread, fibre (6)

18 Turned-back extension

of collar (5)

19. Mouidable material (7

21, A provision, condition (7)
23, Was mistaken (5)

24. Not a southpaw (5-6)

2 Move regularty between two points (7)
3 Afall from Geace (5)

4. Cookers and eaters (6)

5. Mesh worn on the head (7)
6 Decay (3)

7. In what place? (5)

13. Naming (7)

15, Clothed in (7)

16, Unmistakable, resolute (7)
17. Anew growth (6)

18, Tainted person, outcast (5)
20 Betel-nut genus (5)
22.5eull (3)

B It will take a trick, blow it! (5)
9. Love potion ane will percolate, 56 it's said (7)

10, How it might exert the writer, going to the limit (7)

11.One may ook after a shark such as this (5)
12, Rough drawing leading seaman made on his
cralt (6)

14, Give one a bit pf rope and leave him high and dey (6)
18, Liberal turned pale seeing this part of his coat (5)

19, Sart of money one’s card represents (7)
21.1t's & condition, of o VIP might put it (7)
23 Turned to ref who left, and went wrong (5)
24, How one got the third hanged for being
dexterous (5-6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2648

ACROSS 1. Pined 4 Deperts B Sign the pledge 10. Sugar 11, Teng 12 Down 16, Theen 17. Unforgettable 19, Kitchen 20, Hatel

DOWN 1. Passes the buck 2 Nag 3 Detest 4 Dredge 5 Pakry 6 Radators 7. Steering wheel 9. Rurs to fat 13. Starch 14. Govern 15,

5

W

r ¢

4
el

2. Ato and fro service weaver might use (7)

3. Memory loss may occur with passing of time (5)

4, Fruit quietly involved with 3 (6)

5. The rain that might keep the waves in order (7)

6. Polly even lost such nonsense as this (3)

7.1tis a question of location (5)

13, It may be one’s vocation, making visits (7)

15, At getting weary, must get dressed (7)

16. Made one's mind up to see the detectives, indeed (7)
17,1t will put forth new growth from Beussels, perhaps (6)
18, An outcast one will deive off and turm over (5)

20 Betel-nut found in Delaware, California and elsewhere (5)
22, This lap, Rabbit’s ears will stick out (3)

Saatch 18. Bet



