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Dataprotection and
missingguardrails

rl 1 he release of the Digital Personal Data Protection

(DFPDP) Rules, 2025, for public consultation

is a step towards the implementation of a data
pracection system, The idea of protection of persenal
data has a long history in India. After the Supreme
Court declared the Right to Privacy as a fundamental
right in 2007, the idea has gome thmugh many mgt:-.
The Justi krishna C at-
tracted much artention but after years of dilly-dallying,
the government brought forward the law which was
enacted lastyear. Thedraft rules, when finalised, will set
thestage for the implementation of the law. Some parts
of the rules relating to the proposed Data Protection
Board of India (DPBI) will come into foree upon their
publication. The restof the rules will come into force at
a later date, tobe specified in the final rules,

The stated aim of the rules is to give data principals,
who are individual digital users, better control over
their personal data than what exists in practice now.
The digrtal age has brought a large amount of data in
the public realm, leaving individuals more vulnerable.
Some basic ground rules have now
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INTHE BALANCE

India’s growth dilemma:
Skyscrapers orsocial equity?

Infrastructure push comes
at the cost of investments
inhealthcare, education,
and social welfare

RAJESHWARIU R

ndia stands at a critical juncture in

its development journey, grappling

with the challenge of how best o
allocate its limited public funds. The
debate over prioritising infrastructure,
such as highways, railways, and air-
ports, versus investrments in the social
sactor, including healthcare, education,
and welfare, has bacome increasingly
pressing. Both are crucial for national
progress, but recent spending trends
revedl a disproportionate focus on in-
frastructure. This imbalance risks un-
dermining equitable and sustainable
ﬁw:lnn the long run. Infrastructure

has

acomerstane of economic prosperity.

Ibeer laid down and they alsopertain
o communication and consent for
the use of data. Explicit personal
consentof data principalsis needed
for collection and use of their data,
and they should be told of the pur-
pose of collection, They will have
theright todemand deletionof data,
and the data cannot be held indef-
initely either. The rules are more
stringentinthe case of data relating
to children and persons with disa-
bilities. While these interventions
are welcome, the bill is weak and its design flawed in
someways, The rules propose the setting up of DPBTas
an independent body, but its composition and powers
have raised concerns. The members will be appointed
by a commitree headed by the Cabinet Secretary and
the terms of service will be decided by the government.
Te will have no regulatory powers, These will limit the
starure and influence of the board.

The government and its agencies are granted
wide-ranging exemptions under the law; this could
lead to surveillance of citizens and privacy violations,
These agencies can collect and use personal data for
purposes that are not clearly defined. The government
can call for information from data fiduciaries—entities
that collect data - without a written justification. This
can wolalr:ndlmluals Right to Privacy. Thereisalsono
rir ing indivic boutdata
hmachcsm' redressal of their grievances. Tlmse lssucs
needtob ded towhen the rul

DPDP Rules
stresson
consent buta
fewconcerns

on privacy
need to be
addressed

Lostmomentum,

loomingconcerns
Tlm first advance estimates of GDP arow th for

2024-25, released by the N: Office

(NSO, ~shntw the economy losing momentum tr.-
an d extent, The tes have proj
growth ar 6.4%, which is a steep fall from last year's
8.3%. It marks a four-year low, and is the lowest growth
after the contraction during the Covid period. The first
half of the year saw a growth of 6%, with the second
quarter showing a sharp dip to 5.4%, which was a sev-
en-quarter low. The NSO's estimate ismarginally lower
than the RBI's revised forecast of 6.6%. The Centre
had expected a growth of 6.5%. In nominal terms, the
growth maybe9.7%against the budgetaryassumption
of 10.5%.

Among sectors, only agriculture showed growth sig-
nificantly higher than last year, thanks to a good mon-
soon, Tt bhk:lylu rebound from 1.4% last year to 3.68%.
Most nega i inchustri particu-
larly in manufacturing. The sector is expected to grow
atalow 5.3%asagainstthe 9.9%]ast year. Construetion
and electricity, gas, and water supply segments will see
decelerating growth, The services sector is also likely
to see & slowdown, Private con-
sumption is expected w improve
10 7.3% thisyear from 4%. There
were worries about the trends in
spending, but rural demand is
likely to look up because of the
betrer kharil performance, The
outlook for the rabi crop s alse
good. But urban demand may
not see much of an uptick. The
government has atiributed the
demandslowdowntothe Reserve
Bank of India's monetary policy
stance and other measures, But
thecentral bank had i
ofitsmandate,

It should be noted that much of the investment that
boosted growth in the post-Covid years came from the
governmentscapital expenditure. ltmaybe difficulto
sustain that in the coming months, Revenue collection
estimates are unlikely to be met this year. The first ad-
vance estimates are likely to be used for preparation of
the budger. The estimates are also likely to be revised,
going forward. But they show that theve are challenges
ahead for the economy. There is even a view that the
actual growth rate this year may be less than the pres-
ent estimates. Uncertainties on the global scene can
also impact the domestic siation, The Union Budget
will have to respond to these concerns, because that is
the most important policy instrument available w the
government in the near future,

Sluggish
manufacturing
raises

apprehensions
as GDP growth
hits a four-year

15 itisa part

p
{NIP), which aims to invest Rs 111 lakh
crore between 2020:and 2025. This in-
cludes substantial allocations for trans-
portation, energy, and water and sani-
tation, Schems like the PM Gati Shakri
seek o modernise logistics and improve
connectivity, ultimately rargering a re-
duction in India’s logistics costs from
the current 14% of GDP to the global
average of 8-10%. Such initiatives align
withthe government’s goal of becoming
2385 trillion economy.

However, the Union Budget for
2023-24 reflects a stark disparity in
priovities. O the Rs-45 lakh crore to-
tal expendinire, Rs 10 kakh crore was
allocared for capital diture, pri-

2023 und-t'rxurl-s the urgency of ad-

neglects the long-term cconomic divi-

andwcwlwl.fm Dcspltcdlcﬂmnunal
Education Policy (NEF) 2020 propos-
ing that public spending on education
should reach 6% of the GDP, current
Iwe]s huw. 3 amund 3%. The situation

with the 2022 Annual Seatus of Educa-
tion Report (ASER) revealimg thatonly
20% ol Class 5 students in rural areas
could read a Class 2 text. Healthcare
fares nobetier, with spending stagnat-
ing at 2.1% of the GDP. far below the
global average of 6%, The COVID-19
mndrmlcwptwd Mm‘rvmadcqunmes
in India's heal

dendsefsocial spending, A 2022 study
by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) found that increasing public
health expenditure by just 1% of the
GDP could boost GIP growth by upto
0.7%in the long run.

Lgnowing the social sector while pri-
oritisinginfrastruemre creates a hallow
foundation for growth. A population
thatisundernourished, poorly educat-
ed, andunhealthy cannot fully harness
the benefits of advanced highways or
industrial parks, India’s labour foree
partici pation rate, particulardy among
wormen, remains alarmingly low due o

'l health-

shortages of Imsplml beds, ‘medical

staff, and equipment.

Poverty and ineguality exacerbate
these challenges. Nearly 10%of India's
population lives below the internation-
al povertyline 0f $2.15 per day, mmrd—

care, and skills training.

To address these challenges, poli-
cymakers need a more integrated ap-
proach that links infrastructure invest-
ments directly to human development.
For instance, expanding digital infra-
structure could play a transformative
rnle in enhancmg aceess (o education,

and Tt services,

The declining school enrolment
rates priwide a stark warning about
the state of the education system, Re-
cent data from the Unified District
Information System for Education
(UDISE+] reveals that school enroll-
ments fell from 26.02 crore in 2018-19
1o 24.8 crove in 2023-24, a decline of
%, or 1.22 crore students, States like
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharash-
rrarecorded the sharpestdeclines, with
Bihar alone losing over 35.65 lakh stu-
dents. While a part of this drop can be
attributed to improved data acouracy
umlL'r the rmumptd UDISE+ system,

asin-

ingtothe
(acesonea!lheh@w-s:helsnfweﬂllh
globally. P de-

andr

.ldt'qua[r school infrastructure, poor
earni ol

e pressures on families.
India's devel,

restsole-

marily for infrastruciure, represent-
ing a 33% increase from the previows
year, Im contrast, healtheare and edu-
cation - sectors directly tied to human
development - received far smaller
allocations of Rs 83,155 crore and Rs
L1Zlakhcrore, respectively. Compared
to countries like Brazil, which spends
6.5%0fits GDPon educationand 9% on
healtheare, India'sinvestment inthese
areasappears insufficient.
['Iu: emphasis on m[n.lsmlctun.
il ial for GDP growth, come

at the cost of social investments that
Tavea more profound and sustainable
impact on human well-being. India’s
Tow Human Development Index (HDI)
ranking of 134 out of 193 countries in

signed to address food security, rural
employment, and affordable hnusmg
remain underfunded wh

o eh ik

itmust
alsonurure itssocial fbric. Infrastruc-

tureandsocial i wild not

tolarge-scaleinfrastructure projects.
Askewed development model

The preference for infrastrocture
spending is not purely economic but
also deeply political. Large infrastruc-
iuuepr‘u;edsgmm:e:mmed:ale VS
ible benefits such ns]n'b mmlm and
BCtivit

tive for governments seeking elxm

al gains. In contrast, the outcomes of
social investments, such as improved
literacy rates or better healthcare met-
rics, take bonger tomaterialise and are
lessconspicuous, This shorr-term fiocus

be seen as competing priorities but as
complementary pillars of progress, A
robust infrastructure network can en-
able sacial mobility, while an educared
and healthy workforee strengthens the
economy. Policymakers mustrecognise
that secial sectorspending isnotmerely
A EXPEnSE butaninvestment inthena-
non s future. 1’.)r|I}(Iry.n:r1l.ua|.-| abalance
can Indi dsustain-
able growth, ensuring thatnooneis lefit
behind inits march towards progress.

(The writer is an assockiee professor
at the Depertraent of Econoemics, Christ
University)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

School beyond the classroom

Asmallactof kindness can
change notonly one life but
the generations to come
SAMIEEV GANDHI

slreturned from mynativevillage,

T cousddn’t shake off the thought

it a small act of kindness can

change not only one life but also the

genmlml;mmm A rewdaysw.\ 1

childhood, \\'tulc\\-nrﬂcrmg dm:tugi)l
the familiar streets --on the road 1o
nostalgin-1 hoped to meet someone
Tlenew, but most people from ma‘xm
eration had lefi the vill ddenl!

was living a very prosperous life and 1
was genuinely happy for her. My mind
flashedback vothe day | passed che mid-
dle-class examination. My facher rook
meto ourteacher? sh.ousc o dmssmy
village

nlﬂyhada middle schonl.
We met Zareena and her father
whaom our teacher had invited to per-

the Matriculation examination, After
thar, my family moved to the city and
Host touch with my friends and others
inthevillage,

‘Years later, while | wandered the
streets of our village, Zareena's broth-
er told me that after Matriculation
she was admitted w a junior weachers
training programme and shesecured a
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SPEAKOUT

Congress is anational party, they should
have held ameetingand discussion
regardingthe LN.D.LA bloc. Yesterday a
one-sided statement came that thiswas
analliance till the Lok Sabhaelection and
there will be noalliance after that, if this is
sothen Congress should come
amongthe peopleand elarify

aboutthe LN.D.LAbBloc...

Priyanka Chaturvedi_
Shiv 5ena (UBT) MP

We have to distrust each other. [t is our only

defi be l.
efence against ﬁmymaesmmlllarrs
TOBE PRECISE
PM unveils genome sequencing deta of 10,000 Indioens
INDIANS HAVE
ACQUIRED A NEW
TRAIT: THEY CAN
ENDURE ENDLESS
LIES!

INPERSPECTIVE

Forcesbehind the
fallingrupee

Itis more about
astrengthening
dollarand no
developing country
escapes the impact

TH JAYARAMAN

Tlle Indian rupee has
been  depreciating
since October 2024,
On January 8, the third day
of the first full working week
in the new vear, the fallin its
value remained unabated.
The rupee opened at Rs
B5.82/USS and wuched the
lowest-ever levelof Rs 85,89,
The irony is that India's for-
eign exchange (forex) re-
serves touched the highest
of $705 billion in Septem-
ber 2024, with the exchange
rateat Rs83.79/USS.

The fall commenced after
a big-bang cut of 50 hasis
poines (bps), on Seprember
18, by the Unired States (LIS)
Federal Reserve (the Fed)
in its policy interest rate.
The Fed implemented two
subsequent cuts before the
end of the year - by 25 bps on
November 7, just after Don-
ald 'E‘lump-. victory in the

the rupee performed well
in 2024, It went down only
Iy 2.8% when currencies of
ather emerging economies,
including Brazil'sreal (20%),
Mexico's peso (18%) and
Korea's won (12%) repo
severe depreciation against
the dollar,
Mavigating man-made
shocks
One effective tool systemat-
ically employed by India in
similar situations earlier has
been the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (REI)'s Foreign exchange
market intervention, It was
resorted to, again—the selling
of dollars to reduce the vol-
atility. Critics say that under
the floating exchange rate
regime, India should permit
theexchangerate tobe deter-
mined by market forces. In
2023, the IMF advised India
that instead of intervening,
“a Mexible exchange raie
should act & the first line of
defence in abs.url:ung exter-
nal shocks

However, the Indian econ-
omyis notasdiversified as the
US or China. These shocks
arcnot natural; they are cre-
ated by policies that are not
in the global interest: pro-
tectionism, threats of tari

suade him 1o allow his daughter o
continue her siudies, Zareena's father
adamant about not sending her wo the
next village to study, but our teacher
and my father inced him that she

TIment
and becamea primaryreacher. She gor
married into a good family, continued
hersuuiue:s and eventunlly worked as s
p teacher in a Delhi gov-

was malented and good ar studies and
deserved higher cducation. Zareena’s
father had pla.nntd to marry htr ul'l'
within si

person greeted me, and as 1 hlll@rﬁl
torecognise him, he introduced himself
as the younger brother of Zareena, my
classmate from middle school,
I'wasthrilled to hear about Zareena
and asked about her whereabouts. Her
brother told me told me that Zareena
was sutk'd in Delhi, Iu.r hushand had
and
Ilrrlwuwm\m:mmwhngah'md She

ourteacher: 5ugg:'smllhzl$hcatud\ as
aprivate student for the matriculation
examination. He assured Zareena'sfa-
ther that his wife would accompany the

ernmentschoal.

As | listened to Zareena's story, my
mind kept drifting back to our teacher,
who had selllessly helped her family
and paved the way for future genera-
tons ioescape poverty and darkness, |
realised that a good teacher is not only
goodinwordsordeeds butalsoin heart.

girl during in anear-
by town. Ewn:ully.ancna s father
agreed and she was allowed 1o chase
herdreams,

Zareena was the only swdent from
our village to secure a firse division in

Their ipsand concern
for students are genuine reflections of
their kindness, not mere strategies o
win friends or influence people. | hope
Zareenaisateacher like ours,inspiring
and guiding future generations.

Trefer t‘In Delhi, & poll on perceptions’ (Jan 10). Delhi

smd

wal election, and by

:mnrher 5 bpson [k

18. Themarkets were pleased
with the curs, raising hopes

duee behind a rariffwall. ltis
less nhnnthngrup«.ilmn

itisaboy

of recovery. hile, the
economists started debating
whether the US economy
was nearing a neutral inter-
st rate, where growth has
been commendable ar 2.7%
with inflation {2.7%) above
the Fed target rate of 2%, Is
the US economy closer to
tasting the falrvm]c Goddi-
locks soup, “neither too bot
nortoocold"?
Averyoptimistic picture of
the US emerged after Trump
entered the election with
his ‘Make America Great
Again’ slogan and a slew of
campaign promises that

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR included a big reduction in

. . therate of corporate tax and
Delhi’s real issues take a backseat bringing backfrom Chinathe
US-owned manufacturing

over the past decade.The Lieutenant G sap- a jes. Threats of high

proach has al hile, the BIP tariffs on impoets followed -

is currently embroiled in a bizarre situation where cam-

paigning commenced before the Election Commission
announced the dates, with the Prime Minister himself

kicking off the campaign. The sheer number of Central
ministers invelved, coupled with the :nl.legmmns and

Thas been churning nmaﬂeaa:u:n-c ||1clnd||1g:he dubious
claim about a gold-plaved commaode. The real issues fac-
ing Delhi's citizens have taken a backsear, overshadowed
b_', allegations, twisted untruths, and sexist remarks.

twisted rhetoric, suggests a
the AAF. One cannot help but mnd.erwhal the BJP and
Congress have actually done to serve the people of Delhi

the Election Ce ion to remain vigilant,
nlen and fair.
Hemachandra Basappa, Bengalury

Disband LN.D.I.A

The Diedhi election campaign is
hearing up, with the Congress, BIP,
and AAP leaving no stone unturned
in their bid for power. Interestingly,
some constiruentsofthe LIND LA
bloe, such asthe TMC, SP, and Shiv
Sena (UBT), are supporting the AAP
ver Congress. This highlights the
alliance’s fragility. The parties sup-
porting the AAP are those that do not
perceive the party as a threat in their
respective states and view Congress
asa competitor, The alliance lacked
COMmmon ammes, even during
the Lok Sabha polls, beyond their op-

position to the BIP. Given their l’aiun:
wachieve this goal. itis

ny for all, rather than burdening
ly marginal-

whether the alliance has any rason

d'dare. AsOmar Abdullah suggested,

irmighr be wise to bid adieu to the

alllanct atleast for the time being,
Rao, Mysuru

Public transport

Irefer w Public transport not only
about revenues” (Jan 9). The recent
fare hike in Karnataka's public
[raANSROT raises concerns about
prioritising profitability over social
equity. Public ransport ;hnnldbe
designed to enh:

md Eroups. Tnnovative funding
strategies and targeted initlatives
like Karnataka's Shakti scheme can
strike a balance between financial
susrainability and inclusiviry. A com-
prehensive approach can transform
puibilic transport it a tool for social
equity, environmental benefits, and
improved quality of life,

Zohra tus Saraf, Bengalury

(Dur readers are weloome 10 emall legters i
ters
emiled — not handwritten — will e ascepted)
Al letters must carry the serder's postal
amies

100% on imports from China,
and GO% on those from India,
which he called “the king of
tariffs.” These urterances
instigated the *hot money'
autflows from the emerg:
ing cconomies to America.
Foreign Portiolic Investors
(FPIs}were highlyimpressed
with Trump's campaign
promises. As their interests
areonly in short-term gains,
they pulled out investments
in stocks and bonds from
CMerging economies.
We've often heard how if
America catches a cold, the
less developed countries get
prewmonia. Now, we have
seen if the US is hale and
hearty, the developing econ-
omies will face the outflows
of capital, leaving them
high and dry and pushing
ather ies down, Yet,

dota, Porthersorer il the
emerging and developing
countries were impacted by
thedollars rise and their cap-
ital outflows became inflows
1othe US. Theoretically, a de-
preciation of the rupee ren-
ders Indian exports cheaper
10 the importers outside.
However, the demand for
Indian exports abroad is rel-
atively price-inelastic. Hence,
Indian exports do not havea
reasonable chance of trans-
lating to big money.

In 2022, the narrow range
within which India's ex-
change rate Muctuated led
to the impression that India
intervened excessively, aim-
ing at a particular exchange
rate. The RBI assured that
it dicl not target any specific
exchange rate. [ts interven-
tion in the forex market is
“hath ways only to tackle
wndue volatility” In October
2023, thethen RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das told IMF of -
ficials that marken interven-
tian should not be viewed in
Dlarck and white - “the term
is more nuanoed, as emerg-
ing market economies have
1o deal with consequencesof
policyactionsof the countries
inthe developed workd,”

The time has come for In-
din 1o place a much greater
emphasison export-oriented
growth, Tradeistheengineof
growth in a globalised world
and acloser integration with
lobal value chains becomes
imperative.

(The writer i a former
serar economist, Asign
Devel; Bank)
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out the old canard about tax cuts paying
far themaelves, Nevir mind that this has
never happenad - not after the 2007 1y
cuts, and not after Ronuld Reagan's tax
cuts in the 19808, Thst l:nnpauulmhn
third horm of th
cuts. It I8 well known that most US v

OF course, i bipartisan compromise ks
still possdble. That would entall o progres-
slve tax reform and provisions to

han thie
that huve |:Im-d such an Irnpnm ant role
Llkes of Amerdcans’ lives,
Judging by M Trump's record, such a

Trumpisonacollisioncourse with the US Budget

-~
e 3

varbous forelgn frlends and adversarles,
Tue for all his Buster and devotees wha
want to crente alternative realites, Mr

ante the incoming Trump adminksration
6 & parting gl in reeurn for Mr Tromp's
refusal (supported by Elon Musk) to go

thelr support by giving them a masive and
unpust tax cut? Al this corgresslonal pol-
Imklnu over the dulm: wnd debt  rpre

Trump cannot repeal the laws of arlth-  along with the deal that had been made trilemma  emment wres are not discres  compromise will not come easlly. There

metle, as much as he may try intheweeks — earlber, With o $367 bdllion monthly flscal 1I1a| 'a'lr Trump will mm on day one. tlonary; they are committed to pro-  will be chaos, as we already sow with the

ahead, when th nent hitsthe fed-  deflclt In B l 4 1 2024 Mscal def- Ifthere s only like Soclal Security, which even b e federal

ernl debe Hmit. kelt uwm:lm $150 bllllon per month, it :mulnhulnm.'-u"numpnm hiscronles  most Republicans are loathe to cut.  days before Christrnas. The solutien on
Government deflclts are the differ-  won't Ih.lung holuru he ulmn:duu coll- ane truly committed to, i hi.‘llllln.].l e Moreover, nearly halfl of discretionary |IwA mmhmwmurlﬂhkl hi can down the

ence between annual and lstsin  for cory and | Thelr & i her budg- Ar Trumyp I8 in the White House.

JOSEPH E STIGLITZ expendiures, and the national debt i the :Iw Republican Purty are insisting that guidling "princlple” 18 1o make permanens et ftem dear to Republicans, That leaves  But what will the solution be next time?
s of past deflcls, T have real A, which means — the reckless tax cuts that MrTrumpsigned  only around $780 billlon In non-defence Hundreds of millions of people’s lhes

political Implications, I\L‘\.'Il.lm.'ll'lllUnl'lud that mc nln.nc.h would have to be ellml-
fitwtes his o statutory

there ks limit w how much It can Imr-

durlng his Mrst adminkstradon imany of
which are set to explre at the end of 2028),
and 1o lower still more © m.nm: LIS carpo-

discretlonary spending to account for. To
eliminane the deficit, Mr Trump would
have o ellminate all non-defence discre-

and well-belng will depend on how
smoothly and quickly this quandary |s

about the chaos that may (or may
resolved. Mr Trump and his supportens

noth wwdt Amerlen and the world

Tm'm haw been endless speculation

If Mr Trump cannot bring all

following US President-elect Donauld
Trump's Innuguration on January 2 No
ong knows how much of Mr Trump's
statech agenda Is “for real,” and how much
olltical puumrlnu for his base, o

er for his enembes, or partala
negot Iunng strategy vis-h-vis Congress and

ol ks
IW’D

January 23"

row). On December 28, Janet Yellen, the
outgolng Secretary of the Treasury, pro-
vided officlal notice that the celling
would be hit "between Junwary 14 and

By taking "extraordinary™ measures,
Presbdent Joe Riden can pass the problem

Republicans along, he will need to secune

some support from the Democrats by

raching i new sgreerment on the debt cell-

b aned fugure deficiis. But wlwnhnuhl:lw
\

mtons, |

ll- ke ks double thist amouns.

ALLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Fun, harm,and thefineline

A
VIEWPOINT
DEVANGSHU DATTA

i Enran Egg has been viral
Tun woclal medla for a while,

This white egg-shaped table-
nop device Is touted as & micronu-
elear reactor that can power o home
for 10 years,

It's fake, of course, After Enron
went bankrupt, its name and logo
wire purchased by a content creator
whaospecialises in sative, and clearly
says a0, The device was "launched”
by Connoer Gaydos, chlell executlve
officer of the new Enron. Mr Gaydos
s o the co-nuthor of Birds Aren’t
Real, n book that debunks online
consplracy theorbes,

The name ltsell riggers doube
slnce Enron sulfered a spectacular
bankruptey. A passing knowledge of

In the small English town of
Southport. He stabbed many chil-
dlren, Thies died.

The perpetrator  wis Al
Rudakuban, o 7-year-old Britlsh cit-
Eaen bom n Cardife, He sof Rwindan
arigin, from a Christlan background,
He s now belng tried on charges of
murder, attempaed murder, and ter-
rarlsm-related offences.

The names and backgrounds of
minoss are nomally withheld, But
the UK government was forced o
relense those detalls due towhat fol-
Lowed In the wake of the stabbing,
Individuals assoclated with the far
rlght prompily chalmed the attacker
wins 0 Muslim asylum seeker, Thelr
Incendinry soctal medin posts g
gered race rots across the UK and
MNorthern Treland in August, The
Asban Musdim communicy and thelr
places of worship were targeted,

Some of the foters and instl-
gators have been armested and sen-
tenced to varylng jall sentences,
i“»umu ;I-uulal medla pnlnrnllmwuhn

riminal oifences

Difien e Leaygse, bs supposadly worth
well over o million sterling, Mr
Robinson Is serving an 18-month
sentence for defylng an Injunction
1o post misinformation about o 15-
yeur-old Syriun refugee,

He has over a million followers
on X and a thriving presence on
Fucebaok, Fewas kicked ofl Twimer
In 2006, and relnstated by Elon
Musk, who has abso campalgned for
his release, Mr Roblnson |s not only
perpetrating an ldeclogy based on
Ve and misinformation, he's made
a good Iving out of hate posting,

of

Ing I it merely Imul\lun Mr Trump to
reward Mr Musk and other aligarchs for

w0 would wdd $75 lrlll!un 10 the national
dett, though the Committes for a
Responaible Federal Buclget'stop-end estl-

OF course, the Trump administrsion
will prombse some growth miracke, trocting

uunarz‘ o Even iy wisnt o overturm the word ordes, but
then, he would be left with a !1 ulllion

wnnual hole before gettlng his tay cur,
which becomes mathematbeally Impos-

Frst they muss get Amerlea's own house
In order, and it s far from clear how they
willdo it

alble IF onby o handful of Republican liw-

the deficir.

Anopen letter to
Prof Mohd Yunus

Hasina took away your bank, and you've now served revenge.
Here's the test: Now that you have publicoffice, itimplies public
trust. Canyou have it and do nothing with it? And if you would,

what would it be?

Reapected and denr Prod Yunus,

1 thie very cutset, | am condllcted sbout
Amwlhur I should congratulate you or
mmiserate with you. Usually, one
wonkdn't need o quadidy such a brilliunt ascent
o power with caution, But :hm:mlh:nn.-nﬂmm-
g o lange, popubous, and st kaggely poos nadon
Inthe subconginent cannot be tken lightly,
Nevertheless, congratulations first, When |
Tl the privilege of spending a couple of days
with you, at  large philanthropy conference in
Hubiballl-Ishirwad bn early 2006, 1 was awed by
our sincerlty, gentle manner, and yet w frm
lief I youur abllly 1o master the od
In a video Interview we
recorded, you told me the
stary of how Shelkh Hasina
had taken away your bank,

Contrast these two I
neclia

and you res; 1 by tuking

o
For personal gains, You get  sense of
where the current free-specch versus
Fact-check debate could lead In terms
of real life consequences.
Peddiersof misinformation often
dn.-nnmd asunpension ul‘l'm:l checks

your VSIS,

You pefused o take the balt
of what was probably a too-
clever-by-half response from
me — that her government
raak mway your bank, and you
ok revenge by bullding one

iy
Bt a fact check doesn't Impm!‘m
speech. Indeed Enron was upfront
In fsct- c.hu.lunu sedfand “Flat earth

Others have gone scot free,

At beast some of the far-right indi-
widuals involved n whippingupthe
wiolence may have made money out
af it In the of the dots,

e froe to post “theorles”
st hey

please
HI.II nhnunng “fire” where there
lsn't one can trigger o stampede,
Misinformation about o murderer's

nuelear power Iy enough to tell you
the Egg Is pure sclence fictlon,
Deczens of act checkers polnted this
out, and lois of posters have erafted
pokiss find memes about It But tho-
s of eredulous folks did assume
Htwas teue, The mew Enren will pre-
surnably monaetise this.

This I8 the fun side of uun:ml

liFcmtion of “fab

Jowrnallsts looked at the earnings
patterns  of several prominent
poaters [rom the g right, neo-Nazl
Biritlsh factions, Many of these indl-
wlduals beneflt from the reventie-
sharing model on X, e thae plat-
form shares ad revenue with
“premium posters”

Wil

Nobody got hurt. Semeone l\ulll i
campalgn xround an admitted hoax
and deserves to reap the rewards.
However, s montha ago, we saw the
dark slde of social medin’s amplii-
eatlon of fuke news, On July 29, 4
reenager ran amok ot o dance class

The mnm.-u lon Is n|ru!|:h||‘m
L post

uanumumm. |Iw:|usr|.-lllwly|hnad
revenue, The more controversiul
the tweet, the more lkely It s o
BENErMe ENgige ment,

Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, who
goes by the name Tommy Robinsan,
and muns the excreme-right English

s can  telgger  riois,
Recommending o drug used for
deworming horses is a Covkd-19 treat-
et e exacerbate i pandemle.
Pree speech shouldn't be cur-
talled merely for conveying mlsin-
farmation o expressing unpalat-
able or hateful oplnlons, It should
be lmited enly when it has the
potential w0 cause  harm,
Unfortunately, fact-checking mis-
Information doesn’t stop s spread
on soclal media. But it does pro-
vide a filter that can reduce egre-
glous harm. As fact-checking
mechanisms are removed, we can
expect more in the way of
Southport=style fots.

Corridor of uncertainty

EYE CULTURE
VISHAL MENON

the most complex crlcked ng lssues,
But he had no answerstothe
dellvertes outside his olT-stump. On

af witer, Great players always
Inmenvate and fnd wanys to ge out of
:hq.nlump.(:wrlhnwm ‘uk.h!n

elght hisseries, hawns
I h

‘s unbeaten W

Ith a l In hand,
Rohlt Sharma delivered his
most memorable perturm

ance In the recentl I

ugl
corrldorofuncertalnty.
'I'Iu.-n.-cum.w |hnmu!r| h|sumdu

¥
Border-Guvaskar T m|\hy!n Australin,

lm.hnhul deficlency that Ium left h!m
and hi

Drariing o 15-mml
with Szar Sports at the lunch break
andmy twoof the Sydney Test, the
1 ! m

i has
baullt hlnmmwnlm forward trigges

movenent, whk.hllmmwdlll:n
homa

about retlrement,

- witha hﬂ:m‘u:mc s
wewitnessed in thisseriesin

I 2004 b d mythical
pmpomnnu Itwasa fiscinating
Innings of restraint, one In which the
master set aslde his egoand the cover
drivetoronrback into foem,

Dresploe the lackof ncover drive,
Tendulkar mose than macde up for it
by unfurding thestrudght drives, the
gorgeous Nicks and the emphatie cut
shots, The 241 notout was ks
nesthetlcally plensing ns some of his

Kohll does not have Tendulkar's

\|!m:1;‘||l e, nor hisenvious repertolre
af ball himoutof his

“Lifewon't cl hatpeople | Australin, Kohlil outed his athercareer-defining nnlngs
withamie. 7 pahil hie does not have the
Theywan't deckd hould back-foot g lise the
retlre, wh.nwmuuld-llmn or extral A the prodigl
when b, Lama Tt

sensible man, fatherof two klds. Sol
I whint Eneed In life,” Incllan Test
team'scaptaln proclalmed.

Sharrna b Indeed asensible man,
and the declslon to retl e ultimately
verndng a personal one, Butanyone
whio has watchec hlm bot nthe s
ulx'l'umw!llwlnm Iw!nuplmr

For the past 15 years, the cover
drive hns been Kohli'sslgnatuse
ahot. [t's n ahat he can play In his
e, something that s ingralned i
Inlsmuscle memaory, Agalnst
Australin, Kohli was Lu:mlun

axecute it Wi 1, his

vl F nnmnbumlmmwmh
Ravd Shastrl belleves that Kohll, ot
36, el has another thiee years ol
crleket left in him, Bt numbers
o't le,

Inthe pust five years, nnmmnuw
Tests, Kohll has reglstered only three

lien, with an avernge of 30.72,

SeoFngoppor unithes also
hied beenuse, unlike soma of

1'm|uu|unumuw Zealand IMY\.MI hu
hassenred 122 runsin Ennings, His
defenshvegame hos deserted him, he
Isabysmally low on confidence, and
Tz laches the mental fortiiuide for the
rof long-formcricke.

Sharmu's k and captaincy

Iuis peers, Kohll does not havethe
cueshat, ancl his off-side game ls
surprisingly limited.
Inthis series, Australin packed
theoff-shde feld and kept feeding
Kaohllonthe fifth, I.::.mh and

status his been under [ntense
serutlny, especially after India's 1-3
lossitoAustealla,

Like Sharma, Virat Kohli has
done precious limle with the baton
this H-ftec tour, Kohll, the modern -
day busting great, hos soluthons to

line, mlanm‘hﬂuhnu curtafledihe
Tree-flowing stroke play he was
kenown for, resulting in him nicking
the ball hther vo the slips or the.
wicket-kegper,

Youtake i ¥

Sharmu and Kohll called time on
T2008 st year, but it ks unlikely that
thay will retire from Test cricket on
thalrown, Chiefselector Al Agirkar
und head conch Gausam Gambhie
will havie honest discussions with the
o gl g s perstirs on the roacd
ahead. Ithey Intend tocarry on, they
need to step wway from the lmelight,
put In the hard yards Indomestic
erlcket roovercomethelr glaring
Inadequacies,

Sharma st turned wp for a Ranjl
Imhvunnwh:ml\ Viratdidso In
2012, 1 nnmhnunl 10 stage a

from Kohlland he looks ik I

Late bn theelr careerst

OMETSIS, YOU sukd

seeking revenge, but justdolng  SHEKHAR GUPTA
ehe right thing, 1 cowld see then

ehat you were angry, hurting, and holding back,

The opportunity came st August in an
Incredibly dramatie melidown of the Hasina
povernment. You were brought back over-
send 1o head the new administration, the
you stlll hiven't ghaen yourself an executive or
polltleal title, You've stayed with "Chiel
Addviser®, and will probably go with that 1o
Tivos lnger this month,

Can 1 round alf this past of my leter by sug-
gesting thae Hasina teok away your bank from
you and you've now servid revenge by tking
awary i governiment?

1 say this with no judgement. She was
obwiously deeply unpopalir—the latest sectbon
wi i erven blger sham than the one before it
In fact, it was nlmuu hh: whist the Paldstanis

iy
and lis hwlrilmrnn Khan) out of the mnn'r:ln

Can 1 suggest that while you may have been
muslng your wounds, you wenen't prepaned for
this drmatle turn? Unless you believe In astrol-
oy like most politlclans do, and hive the seryv-
fces of o beilllant ssarologes, Certadnly, one better

NATIONAL INTEREST

:han LK M\-unl i, Who MM hilsn cornpletely

o hils ir Tiie

mmakers keep thelr prombse not to iIncrease

Theraainther bs a Mol ket i ecomomics
Civefect Spndicmte, X025

arrangernent, however, hus ashornt half-life. Your
blgger adversaries, the dominant political
purties, are alreacly beginning to get impatient. |
abso o't belbeve you want o became the sub-
continent's Blshop Mugabe or Mahathir
Mohamad, You are wiry too well-educated and
wise to harbour such delusions.

You are keeplng te lslamists qulet through
appeasement but they are golng to get more
|t lerit as thme Flus, they now have a
view of the kleJ repubile :hcg. want.

The bdmmm trouble ynu ve brought upon
s.w.uuull‘ I

W repiul
. |
hinel as nnuw!l..mlnnn a8 Pkdsan's alnce 1972,
\'\:u e now golng to welte an entlrely fresh
chenl with tha ds s the
Hnmm.mdalw lasep I mlM}mlrmnlphllu
sophical views. Such mimcles are not pulled off

during the :lulwu on the mu.'h.;r deal that he
was tryleg o togrple hlm because his astrologer
had promised him the prme o

cuslly, without a Constituent
| palitl-

ulumu Ilu w:u really think o top-down
will harve by And If w0, for

D Singh also used to make another II'|I|)|JI-
tant podnt, He sald he had told Musharraf in
thalr first meetlng, "You and | ane both acclden-
tal lencbers of our countries, Public offioe |s Hke
public trust, We can't have it and do I'hllllm{
wieh I8 Flls s age to Musharval was that “we”

hmvk:lum‘mmpwh.m from Il:mulnlu.nhund
Pukistan swggests that the "next guy” will bring
In s own Constitution,

I note with concern that one ploy your
acministracion s using o keep your population
patlent Iy the uldt.nl: trick In our nelghbours'

seriously thechronle

Inchin-Pukistan issues. These
published In his lifetime.
Can | humbly besecch you
o apply the sume test o your-
sl Your slnstion — as inyour
chramtic rise — 18 fur more akin
o Dy Singh's than Musharmaf's,
Mushurrals dse wisn't nccklen-
il o crarmite to that extent, In
Pakistan, every army officer
thinks he can be the preskdent
from the day he gets commls-
sloned, Yours was even mere
fortultous than your econcmise
peer's In Indin. So, here's the
st Now that you hold public
office, it implles public tust.
Can you have it and do nothing with e And I
you would. what would it be?
g and re-

I8 o farndliar but
ploy,

It's u.'mpunu 1o plary Paklstan agalnst Indla,
bt would It deliver anything more than the
of trolling i, which you percelve as Hasina
friencd? 1'm not sure, In fact, | would have used
thee word pevenibe with joy, but | don't with def-
‘erence o your years and Intellect, There |s very
lintle, if anything at all that Pakistan can offer
Bangladesh exoept |m|1||ml.rnllnmnhml. and
sectarlan baggnge. Indin 18 the only nelghbour
thist mnetiers o you, and Bangladesh |s our most
wirlued friend In the east, Wiy would you want
to mess up this relationship?

Asu close watcher of these Issues for dec-
ades, | can see Indla means no harm o
Bangladesh, Nor has Bangladesh, for almost
twe decades now, though much mischiel was
«done in the past. Haslna reversed that, and
Inclla will be deal, blind and bealnless 1o not

democracy,
legltimibsing the Instiutions, and then walklng
away, leaving behind o grateful nation, you
might say Is what you want to do. And this s an
excellent list of KiAs, Questlon arlses: How
musch thme do you give yoursel{ 1o nchleve this?
Do you have a finish-by date? Or what we, In
ouir business, call a deadline — which, by the
way, | am struggling to meet rlght now as 1ty pe
this letier 1o you.
You've talked abaut setelng different com-
mibssdons o formulate reforms, Good ldi, Just
that In our such tnil

and acknowledge that, It also
worked well for Bangladesh, as It enjoyed high
growth and Improvernent ln sockal Indicator,
There are no outstanding lssues between
us, There are only shared Interests and areas
of mutual benefit. If your only lrdiatlon with
Inclla is that Hasina I here, you really do not
xpeet Indla to hand her over to youw, Even IFt
Is voagh toget offthue keeb, 1'd suggest that you
aveld maklng it a sero-sum game in our tles,
Al fiiadly, a polit for you, Wikat ks youe “d
m'u.-r aF retlrement plant The subcontiment

to be sell-perpetuating. 1 noted In your recent
Interview to Al Jaxeern that you aren't giving
any fnlsh daze, In fact, In thit conversation,
you even 1 that this could ke up to

d rulers huve an exdt prablern, Not cne
hins been able to go Into retlrement to play golf
(for penerals), write books, or resume running
Tiks s s, Wi |s your plan, and do you have

dude? Unless, of coumse. you are convinced

four years,

Doy you really have that much time? We can
all s you are bn excellens health, and may you
live o long and even more fulfilling Iife.
‘ powerlnth "

Fifteen wasted years

thist adter you are done, you will be halled as the
new Hangabandb, as th orglnal serased from
history and memory,

Hy special arrmgererst with Thelrint

TICKER

MIHIR S SHARMA

C Ithes thag are at the cutting-
edge of natlonal develop-
ment are also, very visib

the sites of change, Thelr physi-
cal, sockal, and intellectual infras-
tructure I lran-rnrmod im 15
years, If yo Seoul

Unbon government, and do not
basdcally represent o transforma-
thon of the average clty-dweller's
experence of the capleal,

‘This perlod has also been the
perbod of the Aam Asdmi Party’s
(AAP's) nscendance In local pol-
Itles. The Commonwealth Games
keleked off the serial winters of
Im:lm that we saw (n this city
hetwieen 2001 snd 2014, the polit-
leal movements that birthed the
party that then dominated pol-
Itles at the state level In Delhl,

AAP and Arvind Kejriwal
must answer the question; How
have they transformed the lives
of the people of Delhl In this
perlod In power? nwﬁ st
answar this without deflection

Detwwoen 1970 and. 1988, o
Sharghal between 20010 and 2028,
thaey appear to be two completely
different citbes. This wis also the
canie, In faet, for Delhl beeween
1995 and 2010, The Delhl that
hosted  the  Commonwealth
Games n 2010 was unrecognis-
whie s the town Larrived inasa
kld u decade and o hlf earller.
Slnce then, Delhl has stood
stlll, As the clty stave goes to the
polls next month, it Is worth
reflecting on how the past 15
years have been wasted, Nothing
of importance has been bullt,
otherthan & new complex at what
wis once Pragatl Maldan and
some largely cosmet lc changes 1o
the Gentral Vista., Even these are
In response to specific demancds
from the highest levels of the

and Yes, of course,
Timd b 4

one that was somewhat nalve,
Mr Kejrwal's book on "Swara|"
In polities spoke of radical
decentrallsation as the answer,
Some of us, no friends to the
m:l|-|.wmﬁ\unnmnwunm:|. nev-
ertheless thowght that this com-
ponent of AAP ideology could
make it appealing for an emer-
gent urban middle class In
places beyond just Delhl, The
rrnmlw of new schools with
local Input and of mohalla
clinies seemed o be a genulne
Implementation of this decen-
teallsation agenda. 1f Imple-
mented properly, it could lead 1o
Improvement and necountablli-
ty at the most local level of the
Indian state, the sphere of gov-
ernance where this country has
tracl lly been o greater fal-

thlr 1ife difficult. But it has done
w0 for all state Eovernments,
miiy of which hive nevertheles
been able to work to Improve
thelr eltlzens' llves. Delhl Ium
haen the locatlon of

T than all its peers,

But these clinlcs have not
worked as planned. Many are
shuttered for bk of staff; other
Imw.l w!lnuum.-d I“ shorage of

ey

steaclly worse. If the second Is
not entirely the Delhl govern-
ment's fault — part of the blame
must be shouldered by the gov-
ernment of the state of Punjab,
which as all know has noconnec-
thon whatsoever to the govern-
ment of Delhl — the first cer-
talnly fs. Existing avternpes at
restructurng dradnage In the cley,
as planned by IT Delhl, were
abandoned by AAP and new
plans and tenders Noated. As a
consequence, Noods In the ity
have been getting worse every

0T,

Instead, the party has puifed
Iesell up, tried to pretend It s &
national player and the Prime
Mindster's miln Opposition, By
dolng so, It has just made lself
look Hiliculous,

Nat, bn the end, can we defend
this government on the basls of
Ies soclal pollcles, We eannet sy
tht ot beast It has avislon of Delhl
o n workd ety — liberal, Inelu-
slve, and e of

and entreprensurial enegy slnee
2010 at o level unprecedented In

und Tove even been the location
al nanm between reskdents and
, Sehooks do not seem

Its history, Mumbsal
and Bengnluru In many wiys,
How has that been reflected In
the clty’s urban fubric or Its gov-
emance? If the answer |s “not at
all”, then how does AAR ustify Its
very existence today?

Ta be fadr, when it first came
Inte power, AAP and Mr Kejriwal
iel In fact have o differens and
unbgue viskon lor local govern-
ange that set them apart from
the traditional parties — even If

to ﬁnuu been Improved w the
degree required. Meanwhile, the
focus on clinkes showld net mean
that large hosplials are not bullt,
but It seems that has been the
MAjor consequence,

Nalther have new traffic man-
agement systems made a differ-
ence EXcept, once agaln, in the
areas of centrl Delhl spruced up
for the G20 meetings, Dralnage
and alr quality have gotten

thelr Lok Sabha candidates
changed thelr name, reportedly
for fear It sounded oo
“Chrlstian”, What could  be
expected, anyway, from a party
whose senlor leader once led
rulds against Africans in Delhi?
AAP has fuiled as comprehen-
slvely as the antl-corruption
movement dic, In 15 years, Delhi
looks little different, perhaps
worse, Without an answer o how
It intends 1w improve the city In
the coming rn.-m.l: Is hard to see
why It should be re-ebected.
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The road that Mukesh and his colles gue had profiled in the story that ran on thedr YouTube channel Bastar Junction and an NDTW, SHUBHOMOY SHOAR

Darkness descends on Bastar

With all the praise his body of work in a decade-long eventful carcer is drawing, the murder of 33-year-old Bijapur journalist Mukesh Chandralkear has also
left a trail of questions on the future of journalists and journalism in Chhattisgarh, finds Shubhomoy Sikdar

here is a shop called Tea and Coffee at

the centre of Bijapur, a city in Chhat-

tisgarh's Bastar region, nearly 400 ki-

lometres from Raipur. It is enveloped
in the aroma of freshly brewed ginger tea, Bub-
bling saucepans fuel conversations at what was
once the 0ld Bus Stand. In the shopping complex
that now stands here, ome unit is shuttered,
opeting only occasionally.

Just 10 dlays ago, it would burst into life around
10 am. every day, with a steady stream of visitors
from across the country, Tea and Coffee owner
Kapil Jhad; kept busy with orders here. “Jour-
nalists, politicians, social workers in remote vil
lages, even policemen in uniform, would come,”
Jhadi says.

But that was before January 1, the day Mukesh
Chandrakar, 33, who occupied the space as an of:
fice, disappeared. On January 3, Mukesh's body
was found in a septic tank, about 3 km from here.
A journalist who began the YouTube news chan-
nel “Bastar Junction' — which now has 1.59 lakh
subscribers - Mukesh had run a report on the
poor condition of a road in Bijapur. Palice say he
was murdered by three brothers, all construction
contractors, Mukesh's distant relstives: Suresh
Chandrakar, Dinesh Chandrakar, and Ritesh
Chandrakar. The three, and Mahendra Ramteke,
an employee, were taken into custody.

Soon after people heard the news
af Mukesh's murder, there was an
outpouring of emotion on X, with
journalists from across India speak-
ingg about how he was the go-to per-
san for amything related to the Naxal-
prone region. There were also con
versations  on  how  grassroots
journalists never got their place in
the sun, and about their safety. Me-
morial meetings were held, from
Raipur to New Delhi. For Jhadi, who
followed his work, “His reports
towsched the core issies of interior
Bijapur and the whole of the Bastar region.”

Mukesh, who was a freelancer with NDTV, hiad
worked on the story of read-construction comup:
tion with Bastar Junction’s correspondent Nilesh
Tripathi. The video, released on December 25,
exposed the poor quality of a 524-kmlong
stretch, connecting Gangaloor and Nelasnar vil-
lages in Bijapur. A day later, the Chhattisgarh go-
vernment had announced an inquiry into the
matter.

Capturing stark ities
Mukesh's journalism captured the stark realities
of lifie in Bastar’s conflict-ridden zone, where left-
‘wing extremists have waged a decades-long war
against the Indian state, His stories tracked villag:
ers risking their lives to source basics like salt, ris-
ky makeshift bridges and crumbling roads, pa-
rents  losing  children  to blasts, children
sustaining bullet wounds in encounters between
the police and Naxals. These were documentar
ies of the everyday struggles of tribal communi-
ties caught in the crosshre. A teary-eyed tribal
woman who attended Mukesh's funeral said he
was like a god for her. "He had helped me get a
job. Lappeal to the government to find his killers
and arrest them as soon as possible,” she told TV
camieras, before the alleged killers were arrested.
Mearly 2 km away from the office is Mukesh's

»

e®

Financial
security is
always a
challenge
for us here,
but the
larger
question of
security for
Journalists
remains
UNANSWET-
ed. Evenmy
family,
hased in
Kanker, has
asked me to
quit the
profession
and return
home
PINAKI
HANJAN DAS
Bljapur based
Journalist

modest home: a one-BHK (bedroom-hall-kitch-
en) that he rented with a cousin and a colleague.
Miikesh's obder brother, Yukesh, 26, a TV jouir-
nalist, who is married with two children, bves in
an adjacent house within the compound.

It was in this compound that the brothers had
their last conversation on January 1, between 3
. and 5 pum, The chat was about celebrations,
“Mukesh and 1 had planned to have a little cele-
bration of our own on December 31, but he had
to go to Dantewada. 1 went back home and slept,”
=ays Yukesh, as he attends to a stream of visitors,
including State Congress president Deepak Baij
and Bijapur’s Congress MLA Vikram Mandavi,

O January 2, Yukesh learnt from his son that
Mukesh — Bittu for the family — had gone out. Gi-
wven his inconsistent schedule and knack of
breaking stories, no one suspected anything in-
itially, assuming that he had left to cover a story,
“1 dialled his number, but it was switched of.
Even that wasn't unusual. Around 1 pum. my ol
der (step) brother (Purushottam) called me to
ask if all three of us brothers could drive tw our
village Basaguda, as the paddy procurement sea-
son was on and our crops had o be sold. Mukesh
was still unavailable,” says Yukesh,

The search
In his complaint to the police, Yukesh noted that
he had called Nilesh, the journalist with whom
Mukesh had prepared the report on the Ganga-
loor-Mirtur stretch, *Nilesh told me that he had
spoken to my brother around 6.30 p.m. the pre-
wious day, and Mukesh had told him that Ritesh
{one of the now-accused men) was to visit him,”
the complaint notes. Yukesh says it was Nilesh
whio suggested that the police be informed.

Yukesh began the search, followed by other
Bijapur journalists, like Ganesh Mishra and Pina.
ki Ranjan Das, who were close friends, “Mu-
kesh's laptop showed his last bocation near a
shed owned by Suresh (another of the nowace
citsed men),” says Misha. The shed has nearly 17
rooms in which the contractor's labourers reside
and a badminton court where outsiders, includ-
ing Mukesh, played sometimes.

Suresh Patragitri, 30, who works for a web

news portal ‘Lalluram’, says he accompanied a
police team to the shed on January 2, and while
the rooms were searched, nothing was found
there. Patragiri and another journalist, Pushpa
Rokde, 40, from ‘Prakhar Samachar' recounts
that the journalists noticed a newly constructed
concrete skab that covered a septic tank.

“Thie mewt day (January 3) 1 asked two women
who lived there about the slab. They told me it
had been constructed around 8, the previous
maorning. We cross-checked with some badmin-
ton players, who confirmed they had not seen
the cover earlier,” says Rokde, who has been a
Journalist for a couple of decades, The contractor
had allegedly told the police that he wanted to
construct a bathroom over it. " But the septic tank
underneath would have needed an outlet for the
s, [t only added to our suspicion,” Rokde adds.

While they in-

formed the police,
His repaorts touched the

journalists claim it
took nearly a day
core Issues of interior

and intense pressure
from the community
to get it broken open

Bijapur and the whole o5 January 3 even
of the Bastar reglon ing. Mukesh's body
KAPIL JHADE with injury marks all
Tea stall cwner, Bljagur over was retrieved

then.

As soon as the news of the death spread, the
spotlight shifted to other aspects: the story Mu-
kesh and Nilesh had done against the backdrop of
the averall risks journalists face in Bastar, where
the alleged nexus between officials and construc
tion contractors often escape scruting amid sto-
ries of conflict.

Following the outery over the death, a special
investigation team (SIT) was formed. Suresh's
properties were demolished by the ment.
On January 7, the Chhattisgarh Public Works De-
partment (PWD) suspended his registration as a
oonstrivction contractor.

Vested interests at play
The news report Mukesh and Nilesh had woarked
on was aired on NDTV's regional (Madhya Pra-

The hause wheare Mukesh llved in Bijapur city, where his older brother Yukesh (right) i seen. sHISsOMOY SIHDAR

i A L

desh-Chhattisgarh) network on December 25,
The project, initially tendered at T80 crore, bal-
looned to 120 crore despite no changes to the
scope of work, the report said. Chhattisgarh go-
vernment’s PWD is the agency dealing with such
COntracts,

Mibesh says that he and Mukesh were travelling
to interior Bijapur for a different story when he
noticed the poor quality of the road and got eu-
rious. The Hindu visited the road which remains
potholed, despite what appears to be some re-
cent patchwork on certain stretches.

After the report was aired, there was a State
raicl on Suresh’s premises apart from the inguiry,
according to local news reports. After the recov.
ery of Mukesh’s body from Suresh's shed, older
stories about the contractor's meteoric rise from
acook to a multimillionaive who travelled in oo
1y cars and had a grand wedding, where he had
travelled in a helicopter to receive the bride,
started doing the rounds.

ilesh, who has worked as a journalist for a de-
cade and knows the perils of practising the pro-
fession in India's interiors, feels burdened by the
death of his colleggue. “But there was a need for
people to see the story, because Mukesh had con-
tinuously raised the isue of corruption and irreg-
ularities,” he says.

Of the three brothers who are now in police
custody, Ritesh was a friend of Mukesh’s, says his
brother. After the murder was unearthed, Bastar
Inspector General P Sundarraj said that the duo
was having dinner together in the shed when the
two had an argument over Mukesh being a “hin-
drance” in Ritesh’s work despite them being fami-
lv. Ritesh and Ramteke allegedly attacked Mu-
Jesh with an iron rod.

However, the police is looking at Suresh, who
was arrested in Hyderabad on January 5, as the
person behind the conspiracy, as he is now the
‘prime accused’.

“We are collecting all the technical and mate-
rial evidence in the case,” says Mayank Guijar,
the head of the SIT now probing the case.

The journey to journalism

Mishra says that Mukesh's confidence in his re-
portage was rooted in his well-odled network. The
duo had travelled to all but 50 of the 650 villages
in Bijapur. "He had empathy for last-mile villag:
ers,” he says.

One of Mukesh's earliest reports that made a
miark was ahout the incarceration of an innocent
youith for over a year and how his life had been
ruined by this. Then there is the more popular
story about how he was a part of a team that se-
cured the release of a Central Reserve Police
Force jawan abducted by Maoists in 2021,

In a conversation last May with this reporter,
he had said that his sensitivity towards the tribals
was rooted in his past, which was full of hardship,
but also had stories of kindness,

Mukesh was born in Basaguda, a village nearly
50 km from Bijapur. His father passed away when
e was just two and a half years obd, leaving his
unlbettered mother, an anganwadi worker with a
meagre salary, to raise him and his brother ina
tribal area without land or rights to forest pro-
duce. They survived on the kindness of tribal
neighbours who weuld give them a part of their
crops of produce.

One of the stories that he recalled was how he
would sleep outside a Vizag hospital where his
mother Kaushalya (now deceased) was being
treated for cancer because he could neither stay
imside the women's ward nor afford sceommada-
tian. "0n days it rained, there was no sleep,.” he
‘had said.

To begin with, Mukesh had worked in a garage
as a mechanic to make ends meet. The family's
struggles worsened during the Salwa Judum
maovement, o counter-insurgency foree, which
displaced them to a relief camp. The inspiration
to join journalism came from his older brother,
and after spending nearly eight years in main-
stream national media, he decided to start his
awn channel.

A Raipur-based journalist of a national daily
said she had encouraged Mukesh when he dis-
cussed it with her. *1 told him that it was a good
move, as Bastar journalists often remain anony-
mods or exist as footnotes in reports filed on the
region despite their groundwork, The cloak of
anonymity would go, and he could tell his own
stories,” SYS.

Besides his daily reports, Mukesh provided
regular explainers, breaking down the complesd-
ties of a long struggle and the implications of it
for those living in the area. Mukesh knew Bijapur
district - a large area of which is covered in the
dense Abujhimad forests - like the back of his
hand, and often ventured beyond to travel the
larger Bastar region.

According to his friends and fellow journalists,
the monetisation of his YouTube channel, his re-
cent car purchase, and tests with operating
drone cameras in and around his office were to
take his reportage to the next level. But these
were cost-intensive exercises.

Das says Mukesh had exhausted his savings.
He had bought a patch of land nearby, spending a
major chunk of his savings, with the thought of
constructing a home there some day.

“Financial security is always a challenge for us
here, but the larger question of security for jour:
nalists remains unanswered. Even my Famil
based in Kanker, has asked me to quit the profes-
sion and return home,” says Das. These views
were echoed in meetings of press people in Delhi
and Raipur.

Mukesh's office is opened sometimes. The set-
up remains the same: books on tribals, land
rights, Bastar, the Constitution, Karl Marx, There
is an empty chair on which he sat, a poster of a
skyscraper behind it, and the computer on which
he edited his videos, On January 6, after eight se-
curity personnel and a driver were killed by Nax-
alites, Das, Mishra, and a few other journalists
finish their day of reporting and sit here. They
discuss Mukesh and the need for Bastar journal-
ists to stay united. “If Yukesh is okay, we will
pitch in to pay the rent and continue running this
office, Bhai ke office ko marne thodi na denge (We
won't let our brother's office die),” says Das,
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Old residential hubs are no
longer neighbours’ envy

Onee sought-after residential localities, these prime old areas of Bengaluru are seeing rapid redevelopment, turning them into bustling commercial spaces.
K.C. Deepika writes about the implications of this move from central business districts to secondary business districts

Afile phato of
Maritri Mall at
Malleswaram,

well-known pubs, restaurants or shops.
But for Jayalakshmi Sriguha, now 62, it
has been home for almost half-a-century.

When she moved into their house off Indirana-
gar 12th Main from Ulseor in 1977, many people
asked her family members why they had chosen
an area so forsaken. *1 was in class 10, We didn't
know that roads were going to come up around
us. This was part of a village called Doopanahalli
and a laidback place. We were scared to come
home after & pm.,” she recalls.

The tuition teacher says she has seen the area
grow before her eyes, remembering how people
would marvel at the many beautiful houses being
built on 100 Feet Road.

s we were building our house, the Bangalore
Development Authority (BDA) planted so many
trees, In the 1980s, the cross roads came up and
plots were sold. 1 got married in 1984 and moved
out of the country. When 1 returned in 1997 too,
there were quite a few empty plots. In 1999, 1
bought a plot 10 doors away from the house
where [ grew up,” she said.

or many Bengalureans, Indiranagar is
F their weekend leisure date at its many

A bygone eta
She reminisces about how residents would play
badminton on the road and on empty plots, and
how they could see flights land and take off from
HAL airport, and even the Public Utility Building
~ then the tallest in the city. "The BPO culture
changed everything. Around the mid-2000s, it
just erepe up under us and things just ballooned.
I still don't understand how 12th Main became a
commercial access road. 1still know a lot of peo-
ple here, but there are very few locals. We are
struggling to keep at least our road residential. 1
tell people this is the only place [ have. It is unfor-
tunate what it has become despite our fight. Even
if it was commercial, it would have still worked if
the basic rules, such as parking facilities, were
tollowed,” she says, while recalling how she bat-
tled sewage backflow in her house only a few
days ago.
Once a sought-after residential area, Indirana-
gar today is among
Prime commer-
cial hubs of Benga-
luru, Its story is the
same as many oth-
er prime old resi-
dential hubs. With
land parcels be
ooming scarce in
the core areas of
the city, real estate
players across the
board report mas-
sive redevelopment
taking place in
prime areas.
Dighijay Das, Se-
nior Director, Val-
uation Services, Colliers India, said apart from
the Central Business District (CBDY region, com-
prising M.G. Road, Richmond Road, Residency
Road, Infantry Road, Cunningham Road, Sankey
Road, Vittal Mallya Road, and Ulsoor, standalone
residential developments in Koramangala, Indi-
ranagar, Jayanagar, J.P. Nagar, etc., are being re-
developed into commercial office, retail, and
mixed-use development areas, "The increase in
commercial activity has led to a rise in land pric-
s and this has prompted the redevelopment. Re-
development is taking place to fulfil the burgeon-
ing demand for commercial office space, retail,
and mixed-use real estate in the CBD region

which is starved of vacant land for new develop-

ment,” he said.
»

eo

The
densification
ofthe area s
leading to
more traffic,
and a strain
onwater,
eleciricity.
sewage
nework,
and other
TESOUTCES
C.N. KUMAR
Resident of
Jayanagar

.

Teday's scene: Indiranagar was ance a popular
residential area. & BHGYA PANASH

Sudhanshu Mishra, Principal Partner, Square
Yards, an integrated platform for real estate and
mortgages, noted significant redevelopment
across areas like Indiranagar, Koramangala, and
parts of Whitefield, driven by rapid urbanisation
and the growing demand for modern infrastruc
ture. “Many older neighbourhoods, once dotted
with independent houses, are transforming into
‘high-rise apartments, tech parks, and retail com-
plexes. This shift is largely fuelled by the city's ro-
st IT ecosystern and the promise of higher re-
turns for property owners and developers.”

Increasingly, residential pockets are being
converted into commercial or mived-use deve-
lopments, often resulting in higher property
prices and a change in the neighbourhood’s cha-
racter, he said, offering Mumbai's Lower Parel
and Bandra-Kurla Complex as examples.

Natural progression
“CEDs remain the cornerstone of urban econom:
ic activity, serving as pivotal hubs for commerce
and corporate operations. However, the emer-
gence of secondary business districts (SBDs) off-
ers a complementary solution, addressing rising
commercial space costs and easing congestion.
This shift does not signal the end of CBDs but
rather complements their role. In Bengaluru,
areas near the CBD have evolved into mature
commercial markets. With land availability be-
coming increasingly constrained, redevelop
ment emerges as a natural progression. By opti-
mising land use and revitalising  ageing
structures, redevelopment maximises the poten-
tial of the floor area ratio (FAR), enabling the
ereation of taller buildings or additional usable
space, aligning with the city's growing demand
for modern infrastructure,” he added.

But this transformation has come at a cost, rue

thmes: Residential pockets are increasingly being comverted into commercial or mixed-use developments, sften resulting in higher property prices and changing the nelghbourhood's character. & view of the Jayanagar Extension on May 11, 1983 (left) and that of a commercial

Cause and effect: Increase in commencial activity has
ledl to a rise in land prices. s UDRAAR Lk

say the

came at acost.
%, BHAGE
PRIKASH

old-time residents of these areas who continue to
live there.

Sneha Nandihal from I Change Indiranagar, a
federation of RWAS, has been at the forefront of a
fight against illegal commercialisation of residen-
tial areas. "In Indiranagar, there are roads that
have been categorised as commerdial accesses.
However, they shouldn’t change the predomi-
nant nature of the residential lane. Trade licences
are being issued indiscriminately. The process
mandates that the officials check the place of
trade for sufficient parking, fire safety, and en-
sure there are no building or zonal violations, If
these places are found to be in violation, trade Bi-
cences should be null and void. But no inspec.
tions are happening,” she said, adding that there
are establishments that do not have parking
space for even a bicycle or have come up in set-
back areas [the minimum amount of open space
surrounding a building that must be maintained]
and basements,

She also pointed to the many rooftop bars and
restaurants that the BEMP had admitted were il-
legal and had issued notices to them, but there
had been no follow up since.

Violation of sanctioned plans

C.N. Kumar, a resident of Jayanagar, said the sit-
uation is progressively getting worse in this old
residential area too. "There are blatant violations
of sanctioned plans. Independent bungalows are
being converted into multiple floor dwellings.
The densification of the area is leading to more
traffic, and a strain on water, electricity, sewage
network, and other resources. These are all old
layouts and there is additional pressure on the re-
sources now. The government should start look-
ing at stricter implementation of existing rules,”
he said.

Property developers like Anil R.G., Managing
Director, Concorde, acknowledged that residen:
tial-to-commercial redevelopment in areas like
Indiranagar and Koramangala has led to signifi-
cant transformations. "For instance, Indirana-
gar's 100 Feet Road has evolved into a bustling
commercial hub, with rental values reaching
100 to 1150 per sgft. This redevelopment has
pushed up property prices by 50% to 70%, mak-
ing it a lucrative opportunity for investors, Ho-
wever, longterm residents often face challenges
such as increased traffic congestion. Indiranagar
has seen a 30% rise in traffic over the past five
years, and noise pollution, altering the quiet resi-
dential charm of the area. But, redevelopment
has also brought modern infrastructure, better
public amenities, and increased footfall, turning
these neighbourhoods into thriving urban spaces
that cater to a younger, tech-savvy demographic,”
he added.

A, Mohan Raju, Managing Director and CEO,
Kalyani Developers, also said such residential-to-
commercial redevelopment in areas like White-
field typically lesds to rising property prices and
a higher cost of living. “While this boosts the local
economy, it can displace long-term residents as
land values and rental rates increase. The neigh-
bourhood may undergo significant changes, with
more commercial activity, infrastructure deve-
lopment, and population density, potentially dis-
rupting the peaceful, residential environment.
Ohver time, these areas may become more vibrant
and economically prosperous, but the shift could
result in the loss of cultural identity and challeng:
es like traffic congestion and sustainability issues.
Urhan planning will be essential to balance
growth with the needs of the community.”

No master plan in place

Ironically, the city does not have a master plan in
place after the withdrawal of the draft Revised
Master Plan (RMP), 2031, though the High Court
of Karnataka in May, 2023, clarified that its with-
drawal would not “negate all actions taken in
pursuance of it, and the actions already taken as
per the provisional RMP-2031 before withdrawal
must be given due effect to.”

In addition, in October, 2022, the High Court
of Karnataka directed the BBMT to submit a re-
porton the exercise carried out on the use of resi-
dential premises for commercial activities in vio-
lation of the law in various parts of the cty.

The Division Bench was hearing a PIL petition
filed by the Wilson Garden Residents’ Welfare As-
sociation complaining that several basement
floors, stilt floors, and parking areas in the resi-
dential zone are being allowed to be used by flow-
er vendors in violation of laws.

BEMP officials were unavailable for comment.
The BEMP, this financial year, revised the proper-
ty tax of 15,731 properties, as the tax being paid
was for residential properties despite the build-
ings being operated under the commercial cate-
gory. The total pending amount estimated after
this revision was ¥398.49 crore. The civie body
has so far recovered Ui4.82 crore from 9,260
properties,

‘NIMBY" phenomenon

However, Mathew Idiculla, an urban policy exp-
ert, said different kinds of cities across the world
undergo what is termed redevelopment, urban
renewal, or gentrification, but in the Indian con-
text, this process hasn't been as stark or disrup-
tive as seen in other parts of the world. This, he
said, could be owing to multiple factors, such as
complicated ownership titles and land records
‘having multiple claimants, as well as social and
emotional factors,

“There's also resistance from old owners for
their neighbourhood not to change. 1f you look at
the regulatory side, the master planning system
basically prevents any kind of commercialisation.
PManning regulations are highly inconsistent with
the realities on the ground, though they are made
with good intentions. So, there are blatant viola-
tions and everyone wakes up when there is a dis-
aster. There is huge dissonance between the plan
ofwhat the city should be and what the character
of the dity is. There is also the not in my backyard
(NIMBY} phenomenon that comes into play,” he

What we need, he said, is to have practical
norms with some sort of consensus that are im-
plementable, and have enforcement mechan-
isms. "All interest groups should be considered
before forming norms,” he added.
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real progress in talks between Israel and

Hamas on a ceasefire and hostage deal
offers a rare ray of hope in ending the 15-month-
lomyg war, Mr. Biden sadd he was confident that his
admintstration, which has only some more days
left in office, could secure a deal. However, expe-
rience suggests that there is no deal unless an ac
tual deal is reached, irmespective of the progress
in talks, Even now, there are conflicting narra-
tives on the remaining bottlenecks. Mr. Biden
says Hamas is an obstacke, while Qatari and Egyp-
than officlals, who were invalved in the talks, sy
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's re-
fusal to mgree to anything more than a emporary
ceasefire is the main hurdle. Mr. Netanyabu does
mot want to bring the war to an end as his far-
right government could collapse, But he is ready
to accept a temporary halt in fighting in return
for hostages. Hamas, fearing that Israel would
resume fighting once the hostages are released,
demand a permanent censefire. While talks drag
aii, thie plight of sver two million people in Gaz
i mearly forgotten, Iseaeli strikes have alresdy
Killedd 46,000 Palestinians, Most of Gazt's popu-
lathon lives in tent cities without enough food,
drinking water, medicines and electricity.

When Israel launched the war, after Hamas's
October 7, 2023 attack, it had three objectives
destroy Hamas, secure the release of hostages
and bolster the Jewish state’s long-term security.
Fifteen months kiter, while Isrsel has destroyed
much of Hamas's military infrastructure and
Killed its top leadership, the group has survived
and transformed itsell as an insurgency. lsrael
has managed to release very few hostages and its
longterm security risks remain. While a ceasefire
with Hezbollah brought relative calm w the
northern horder, the Houthis of Yemen are now
fieing missiles and drones o Iseael. The country
is also facing international solation. The Interma:
tional Court of Justice is hearing a genocide case
against lsrael, and the International Criminal
Court has issued arrest warrants against Mr, Neta-
myihu and former Defence Minkster Yoy Gallant,
Rights organisations, from Amnesty Internation-
al to HRW, are accusing lsrael of genocide. My
Netanyiho seems unperturbed, thanks o the
military, political and diplomatic support that Is-
rael still enjoys from the Biden administration,
But its inability 1o meet its objectives even in the
tiny Gaza Strip, its disregard for international law
and norms and the barbarity with which it is at-
tacking the Palestinians should shock anyone in-
terested in the country’s physical and moral well-
betng. 1t is already too late. lirael's leaders and
their backers in the West shoubd not prolong this
aimbess war, Mr. Netanyahu shoubd leave Gaza in
return for the release of all hostages,

P resident Joe Biden's remark that there is

Local

Local selfgovernments make a

difference to the lives of people
nstemd of signalling its intention to hold elec
l tions to rural local bodies, the Tamil Nadu
government has appointed special officers
for these hodies in several districes of the State,
Elections were due in 9,624 village panchayats,
314 panchayat unions, and 28 district panchayats
where the term of office of the RLBs came to an
end on January 5 These government officers will
function for the next six months., In support of its
decision, the government has cited the ongoing
re-organisatbon of rural and urban local bodies,
which will result in o delimitation of wards of the
loeal bodies — a step that the government consid-
ers i preveduitsite o the eonduet of polls to local
bodies. It had given an undertaking to the Madras
High Court in December 2024, that no poll notifi
cation would be issued without completing de-
limitation and putting in place a quota of seats
and offices for women, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, Apart from creating four more
municipal corporations by accommodating vil
lajge panchayits, the stage is set for the expansion
of the limits of municipal corporations, munick
palities and town panchayats by taking in other
village panchayats, It has proposed the merger of
least 140 village panchayats with municipal cor-
porations, Though there is nothing fnal about
the reonganisation, the government is of the view
that rapid urbanisation in village panchayats ad-
Joining bigger cities such as Chennal and Colmba-
tore necessitates a fresh look at the local bodies,
In Suresh Mahgjan vs State of Madhya Pradm‘r
the Supreme Court had held that the delimi

Forging leadership with India’s youth power

wery year, January 12 is celebrated
across the length and breadth of India
s "National Youth Festival’, a day which

is also the birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananc, The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Drinlogue is an innovative one, lanched with the
vision of engaging India's youth in the
developmental journey of the nation. The
programme secks to harness the collecthe
energy, ereativity and leadership potential of
young minds to contribute towards realising a
Viksit Bharat, Le., o Developed India.

In linwe with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
belief that the youth of the country are central to
India's growth, the dialogue provides a platform
for young leaders to engage in discussions,
exchange ideas, and collaborate on solutions to
the nation's challenges, The competition and its
stagges are designed to inspire the youth to think
critically and contribute in a proactive way
towards India's progress.

A dialogue, its competitive nature

The dialogue ks o dynamic, multi-stage initiative,
destgned o engage and empower India's youth in
the country's developmental journey, The
competition has four stages, the first being a
Viksit Bharat quiz held digitally on the My Bharat
platform, This stage tested o participant's
knowledige about India’s achievements,
challenges, and vision for a developed future,
covering areas such as sustainable development,
technology, and national policies. The top scorers
movied on to the second stage, e, essay and blog
writing, where they had to write on themes such
s tech for Viksit Bharat and empowering youth
for Viksit Bharat, reflecting on their vision for
Inwdin's future, These submissions were evaluated
for originality.

In the third stage, the Viksit Bharat Vision Pitch
Dheck, participants at the State level presented
innovative ideas for India’s development through
a compelling pitch deck. The best teams from
each State advanced to the fourth and last stage
of the Viksit Bharat Natbonal Championship,
which will be held at the Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi on January 11-12, 2025,

In the finale, the selected teams will picch their
visionary solutions to the Prime Mindster. This in
{tself is & unigue opportunity o influence
national policy and contribute to India’s vision of
4 Viksit Bharat. The competition is struciured o

Unian Minister al
State kor Youth Alfairs
anel Sparts,
Gavernment of India

The Viksit
Iharat Young
Leaders
Diailogue Is
deslgned o
Inspire the
vouth of India
fo think
erithcally

test not only a participant’s knowledge and
creativity but also thelr leadership and
communicatbon skills,

The features this year

The National Youth Festival is an annsal

celebration of India's youth, fostering a spirit of

national integration and promoting the ideals of

youth empowerment and creativity, However,

this year's festival stands out in several ways,
The focus this year ks on Youth For iruabal

Fourth, engagement with leaders. The festival
will facilitate direct engagement between youth
and key leaders as pathbreakers from various
sectors, which include government, business and
academia, These interactions will provide
participants with insights into leadership,
governance, and the path to national progress,

Fifkth, recognition of youth contributions.
Awards and recognitions will be presented o
}mmg nddividuals and arganisations that have

| Homal leackership, innovation

Development, o theme thiat resonates with
wrowing recognition of young people as the
drivers of global change. ln Ilm. with lmll.n\
commi o the i

Gouls (SDGs), the festival has Imm'pm‘a:ed.
workshops, seminars and cultural activities that
align with the vision of a greener, more inclusive,
future, Additionally, there is a greater emphasis
on the role of technology and innevation in
achieving national goals, with specific sessions
dedicated to Tech for Good and Innovation for
India’s Development,

Another unique feature this year is expanded
wirtual participation. With digital platforms
hawving been integrated into the festival, young
peaple from remote corners of the country ean
participate in discissions, workshops, dnd
showease their tabents ane ideas online, This
inclusivity broadens the festival's reach and
ensures that youth, regardless of location, has the
chanee to contribute.

The 2025 Natbonal Youth Festival will feature:
workshops and panels on leadership and
Imnovation. With a foeus on topes such as youth
leacbership, dightal entrepreneurship, and
sustainable living, these sessions will equip
participants with the skills necessary to drive
change in their communities,

Second, cultural programmes, The festival will
celebrate India's rich cultural heritage through
rmusie, dance, theatre, and folk art performances.
These will previde youth with opportunities 1o
express themselves ereatively and appreciate the
diverse ewltural landseape of the nation.

Third, tech and innovation showcases, With
the theme, Tech for Viksit Bharat, the festival will
imclude exhibitions and presentations from young
tech innovators and entrepreneurs who are
buailchingg solutions to real-world problems in
sectors such as health, education, agriculture,
and urban development.

except
.m.d service. This will mativate others to take
active roles in shaping India's future,

The role of MY Bharat
The Mera Yuvi Bharat (MY Bharat), an
autenomous body under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, plays an instrumental roke in
shaping and guiding the direction of the National
Youth Festival, As a platform that empowers
youth by promoting engagement, knowledge
sharing, and participation in nation-building
activities, it is crucial in curating the festival's
programmes and ensuring that they align with
the aspirations of India's youth, Throwgh MY
Bharat, young people can gain acoess to
resourees, mentorship, and opportunities that
will enbance thelr ability to conteibute

ingfully to the country's devel

In this year's festival, MY Bharat will facilitate
thee digital integration of youth, enabling
participation from across the country. 1t will also
actively support youth-led initiatives, helping
them nivigate the complexities of social and
technological challenges and encouraging them
o firsel Innvovative solutions for a better India,

In rotality, India's youth is indeed its most
precious asset. As the country progresses towards
its vision of becoming a Viksit Bharat, it is the
boundless energy, the ideas and the ambition of
young peopbe that will power the nation's
transtormation. The initiative of the Viksit Bharat
Young Leaders Dialogue will not enly open a new
chapter but will also shape the mobilisation of the
paolitical leadership,

The future of India is bright, and it rests in the
alrhe hands of its youth. This resonates with the
belief expressed by Swami Vivekananda in
unlimited possibilities in youth energy when he
had said, *Give me one hundred ‘beliovdng young
men... 1 will transform India as the number one
mation in the entire world....

India’s journey so far on the Al military bandwagon

developing antificial intelligence (A1) for

military purposes amidst debates of
ethical coneerns, India also appears to hive
hopped on the bandwagon, Last year saw a
defence Budget of 16.21 lakh crore ($75 bdlllunl.

‘ 5 the world has begun utilising and

J

with an s

on madernising and Ay Madh
Inncli's military. India has begun to make strides research analyst ot
towards integrating Al systems with their military The Takshashila
Institution

anid ustig them across varlous systems. Products
such as the Indrajaal sutonomous drone security
system have been developed. India has also
attracted investments from numerous foreign
tech giants for its Al ecosystem - Microsoft, for
example, has commitied approximately $3 billion
tox buslleling data centres in Telangana,

Om track but there are hurdles

Multiple government figures have made
statements about the utility of Al for military
purposes, including Undon Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who remarked that "artificial
intelligence or Al has the potential to
revolutionize military operations, from predictive
analythes to autonomous decision-making
systems”,

Addditionally, India is a part of maltiple joint
initiatives internatonally that focus on AL All
these steps indicate the pouring of money and
manpower into developing Al systems for
military purpases, India is on track o fully
utilising the potential of AL However, there are
soame obstacles. Onee addressed, they will ensure
that India's scdoption of Al will be even betier.

Alack of digitised data to train systems on as
well as a dearth of funds are the obwious factors,
The biggest issue is the fact that the data centres
required to run Al systems are expensive, India's
military alveady has to focus on replacing legacy
systems such as older atreraft with newer models,
which is an expensive endeavour in itsell. India's
legacy hardware is no longer competitive in the
lobal sphere, and significant resoirees are belig
directed wwards replacing and upgrading it.

However, more general hurdles which are

Incia has begun
harnessing Al's
rrtential
strengthen its
defence
eeosystem, but
there are still
significant
Impediments

harder to overcome exacerbate the problem. One
such lssue is thit India's policies on Al are stll
Fragmented or lack guidelines for
implementation, For instance, the National
Strateggy for Artificial Intelligence outlines India's
wision for deplaying Al However it provides little
Insight on actual mechanisms for deployment.
Similarky, the responsible Al for All paper
outlines the importance of accountability and
teansparency and puts forward principlis for
responsibie Al use, but falls short in making
military-Alspecific recommendations, Major
strices have been made through these
documents, but, as of now, arguably more robust
Frameworks need to be put in place for the
deployment and the regulation of Al in the
military. The Defence Artificial Intell; 0

also remarked that there must be a focus
proceeding with extreme eaution and warned of
the darker sides of AL While there is clarity on
the fisct that Al will be critical in the coming
years, especially military Al, there appears to be
less clarity on how to roll it out,

The specific problems in India
One of the biggest challenges that must be
adldressed, even when ndia is at the stage where
technologhes are ready to be widely deployed, is
the historically siloed nature of the armed forces.
The Indian Army, Inclian Navy, and Indian Air
Foree have separate doctrines, systems and
communication practices, This will likely

P  hinder | perability and the
of systems for joint operations,

Counetl (DAIC) and the Defence Al Project
Ageney (DAIPA) have been set up, and their
objectives will bridge these gaps. However, there
have not been any recent updates available to the
public from these bodies,

The international picture
Al s also a technology that is a must based on the
alacrity with which other couniries have been
Foeusing on integrating it with their militaries,
Israed and China have focused on rapidly
developing and deploving military Al and their
technologies are already far ahead, India needs
clarity of vision in its attitude towards Al to make
it possible to roll ot Al systems faster and catch
up with the global ALwave, There appears to be
some degree of inconsistency within the
wovermment regarding sentiments towards
rmilitary AL This is reflected in remarks made by
notable figures that underscore resistance or
rmistrust regarding the new wechnology, For
example, the Minister of External Affairs
compared Al o nuclear weapons — Al will be as
dangerous for the world as nuclear bombs onee
were" — in terms of thelr potential dangers to the
world,

During the Global Partoership on Artificial
Intelligence (GPAL in 20023, the Prime Minister

Finally, when it comies to the procurement of
systermns themselves, one of the issues with
developing Al for defence is the reliance on
public sector wnits (PSU), which has prevadled in
Indhia for many decades. Despite the
misconception that maost of India's defence
manufacturers are public sector companies,
many private entithes and startups produce
advanced, high-quality systems. To equip the
military with the best systems at a luisge enough
scale, there will hive to be public-private
partnerships (PPP) or an introduction of private
competition, As seen with the space sector, this
can significantly change the state of affairs.

India has alreacly begun harnessing Al's
potential to bolster its defence ecosystem.
However, these multiple impediments serve asa
reminder of the measures that need to be taken,
Strategic alignment is paramount, and robast
frameworks and policies are necessary to ensure
Al's effective and ethical deployment, India needs
o make systemic changes to tackle issues such as
the inter-service silos and an overrebance on
PSUs. Fimally, collaboration and innovation
internationally and in terms of PPPs will
sccelerate Al adoption and innovation. With a
cohesive strategy, India will be able to maximise
the utility of AL

or formation of ward "cannot be a legidmate
groaind to be set forth by any authority misch bess
the State Election Commisshon — to not discharge
its constitutional obligation in notifying the elec.
ton programme” at an opportune thme and en-
sure that an elected body was installed before the
expiry of the five-year term of the outgoing body.
1t hiad alser stipulated that in undertaking delimi-
tation, which the Court regarded as o continuous
exercise, it "ought to be commenced wellin-ad-
vance” so that the elections were notified on
time, Sections of residents in a number of village
panchayats have oppased the proposed reorgan:

Ruation of local bodies as they are apprebensive of

the cessation of rural development schemes such
as the MGNREGA if there s a merger with urban
local bodies, Tamil Nadu is not the only State that
has failed to hold local body polls on time. Bigger
eities such as Mumbai and Bengaluru are on the
list. 1t is time that the States realise the impor-
tanee of the space that local bodies oceupy in the
democratie sirscture. Desplite shortcomings, lo-
cal selfgovernments do make a qualitative diffe-
rence to people’s lives.

M
K

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dlaspora, global journeys betwaen India and the

rich tradition and culture.

as he will have access to the

The journeys of the Indian
diaspora, who are scattered
across the globe, are a
remarkable chapter, Prime
Minister dra Modi's

world. By highlighting their
stories of triumph and
struggle, India can offer the
wndd a deeper

call at the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas, to docurnent these
Journeys, achievernents,
and contributions, s a
timaly remindar of the
unigue role Indians play in
cannecting nations, cultures
and economies (Page 1,
January 10). From excelling
in academics, business and
palitics on the one hand to
preserving and propagating
Indlia’s rich eultural heritage
on the ather, their efforts
form an indelible bond

i of its global
foatprint, M:knemled;mg
the contributions of the
diaspora will strengthen
India’s global partnerships.
This initiative should be
supported through
academic studies, cultural
exhibitions, and
collaborations with
OVErSEAS COMMmunities.
Pavithra M.,

Tiruschi, Tamil Nache

The history of the Indian

diaspora is a part of India's

Indian history needs to be
highlighted glabally.
\. Rajesh Mohan Rao,
Dharmadarm, Thalassery, Kerala

Indians, wherever they are
outside their country, have
brought pride to the
countries they lve in. They
have made significant
contributions to the growth
of the economy of these
nations, They are peace
loving and tolerant, It is
fitting that the Prime
Minister has called for
documenting the history ef
the Indian diaspora,

H. Visveswaran,
Chennal

Managing crowds threats

Whenever a stampede U5, President-elect Donald
BEEUTS, Humerous guestions | Trump's plans to expand
arise regarding the America's territorial

precautionary measures
and crowd management
strategies. Be it music and
dance shows, festivals and
processions, fairs and
miscellaneous functions,
the arganisers and officials
in charge should have a
‘risk avoidance' plan in
place, Appropriate
measures can be taken
using technology such as
artificial intelligence, drones
and stampede monitoring
alarms,

M. Pradyu,

Thakluu, Kannur, Kenla

boundaries have been
denounced as ‘crazy’,
‘outlandish’ and ‘insane’. His
'plans' will have global
repercussions. It s almost
as If the real estate
developer in Mr. Trump has
come to the fare. Perhaps
we can look at his rash
statements as nothing mare
than a 'political theatre of
the absurd” and feel at ease.
Mr. Trump will soon be in
the White House and one
hapes that he will act
sensibly and sagaciously for
humanity's sake, especially

nuclear button,
G, David Milton,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

The deleterious and
expansionist agenda of the
President-elect of the LS. s
concerning, Mr. Trump
should respect the
sovereignty of other nations
and consider the
ramifications of his actions,
It is once again a reminder
of how destructive and
dangerous power can be,

Bala Goplna
wlﬂﬂmweh‘:‘:mm

Letters emalled to
letterad thehineu.co.in
st eanry the postal address.
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HOMESCHOOLING: AN
OPTION WORTH EXPLORING

While it comes with challenges, its benefits
make it an increasingly compelling choice

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPionaer | instagram.comydailypionesr/

Junta faces collapse

amid escalating defeats ===

Losses across key regions, coupled with mass defections and severe military
setbacks, suggest a crumbling grip of Military on power in Myanmar

SAKSHI SETHI

hildhood is a short season, and homeschoaling gives a child more

time to truly enjoy it. In recent years, homeschooling has seen a

significant rise in popularity as parents increasingly opt to edu-
cale their children at home rather than through traditional schooling sys-
tems. This shift reflects a combination of concerns about convention-
al education and the desire for more tailored learning experiences. One
of the primary reasons parents choose homeschooling is the ability to
customise education fo suit their child’s unique needs.
There is no denying that curriculem is a valuable tool but at the same
time a terrible master. Traditional classrooms often struggle to accom-
modate different leaming paces and styles, whereas homeschooling allows
parents to tador lessons, fostening deeper understanding and engape-
ment. Many parents cite dissafisfaction with public or private school sys-
tems s a motivator for homeschooling. Issues such as overcrowded
classrooms, underfunding, and lack of individual attention can negative-
ly impact the quality of education. Additionally, concerns aver bullying,
pesgr pressure, and exposurg o harmiul influences prompt parents fo
seek alternatives.
Homeschooling allows families to integrate their cultural, ethical, or redi-
gious values into the curriculum. Parents can teach their children in align-
ment with their personal beliefs, creating an educational experience that
reflects ther family's principles. Unlike traditional schooling, homeschool-
ing offers flexibility in schedules and teaching methods. Families incor-
B

v all indications, 2025 is going positions. They were mostly cap-
to be, militarily, a dismal year tured by ethnic armies, but 162
for Myanmar's ruling junta, It were laﬁcn by PDF and Feople's
is clearly losing its war against Defence Teams in Sagaing,
the oppaosition National Unity Magwe. Mandalay, Bago and
Government (WUG) and its armed wing, Tanintharyi regions.
the People's Defence Force (PDF), ethnic The military lost in 2024 some
armed organisations (EROs), and the 140 battalions and two regional
Three Brotherhood Alliance (Henceforth commands-Northeastern
the Alliance). Comprising the Myanmar Command in northern Shan State
National Democratic Alliance Army and Western Command in
[RM\ DA A}. acti\'ﬁ in lhﬁt[l(nkasg Spec i:] Rakhine-plus rmdc r?_glnna]_ila_pcr-
egion of northern Shan State, the ations command, five military
Taang MNational Liberation Army operations commands, six oper-
('1'N’L.§:l, also active in the Shan State ané THE 0DDS agnnal bases, two airl ascs.P 17
the Arakan Army (AA). based in the ARE NOW horder guard police bases, as
Rakhine State in the country’s western well as many infantry and light
part, the alliance has been acting in close RAPIDLY  infantry battalions, and artillery,
cooperation with the FDF and other eth- STACKING UP logistics, slgng{, and military
nic armies. engineering units.
Crystal-gazing is a hazardous business. While one should not take the
Nc'\'crlhcslc_ss. E fling at it is warranted by AGAINST THE UGS claims at face value reparts
the unfolding events in that star-crossed JUNTA. NO from the ground indicate that the
country. A report under the headline, p Sit-Tat (as the junta’s army is
‘Junta’s Writ Only Runs in One-third of DOUBT, THE  called) has suffered severe body
Myanmar: NUG, (datelined January 6, LATTER blows during the last year, The
2025), in the news website The Three Brotherhood Alliance has

HAS TANKS Faincd significant ground since

aunching its offensive, code-

AND OTHER named Operation 1027, on
AHMDURED October 27, 2023. The AA had

established control over almost
H‘EH'CLES the entire Rakhine State by April,
b

2024. In a major development, the
ARTILLERY AND MNDAA claimed on July 31,
AIR FORCE. 2024, that it had captured Sit-Tat’s

military base in Lashio, a city in

Shan State close to the border
TANKS AND with (Lhina.“and its airport, This
ARMOURED

was a major loss for the junta,
As Vivek Shankar has pointed out
VEHICLES ARE in a piece in The New York
VEHY DlFHGULT Times datelined August 5, 2024,

the ‘city of Lashio and its airport

TO DEPLOY  licona crucial llgdc‘cprlidor_ Lo
IN THE AREAS Yunnan Province in China, which

is spending hundreds of mil-
DOMINATED BY  lions of dollars an a high-speed
rail link and other infrastructure

THE ETHNIC projects on both sides of the bor-
der!
FORCES Besides gains in the north, the
anti-junta forces had captured
four towns in northern Mandalay.

According to a report by Andrew
Machemson published in Al
Jazeera dated September 23, 2024,
their capture had placed them
within striking distance of the city
of Mandalay, Myanmar’s second
largest urban centre, with a pop-
ulation of nearly two million_
On October 8, 2024, the Sit-Tat
suffered a serious reverse with the
fall of the township of Pinlebu to
the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), an important part of the
coalition of forces fighting the
junta, and its allies. Located on
the border of the Sagaing Region
and Kachin State, its capture
opened up to the opposition
forces the routes leading to the
Kawlin township and the sur-
rounding areas.

Besides its geo-strategic signifi-
cance, the township's fall is
i rtant for what it revealed of
Tat's state. A report by Saw
n, published in the news web-
site, The Irrawaddy, on October
14, 2024, cites the NUG as claim-
ing that the junta’s troops, num-
bering 800, were defeated despite
670 airstrikes and the dropping of
over 5,000 bombs, that around 70
junta soldiers were killed, 275
were missing, 225 were wound-
ed, 48 surrendered and 102 cap-
tured during the fighting, Around
400 firearms and other military
cquipment were seized.

In keeping with the trend, the
Junta had ceded three townships
and the Western Command head-
quarters in Rakhine State in
December, 2024, as the ethnic
Arakan Army gained control
over 14 of the 17 townships in the
westernmost state, On Januwary 1,
2025, the Sit-Tat retreated from a
hea rtified police station
in Sagaing Regions Budalin
Township after a y\callnn§ siege
by regional resistance forces,
making it easier for the latter to
operate in the region,

According to Maung Kavi's report

cited earlier, the junta, which has
been losing towns and bases to
EROs in Rakhine, Chin, Kachin
and Karen states, has not been
able to launch any military oper-
ation to retake the northern Shan
State, almost the whole of which
it had lost in 2024. The Sit-Tat is
in a bad way.
Its morale is low. There is inter-
nal discord. Several three-stars
generals have been remaoved.
Many younger officers are unhap-
Py as they recognise that almost
the entire country is against
them. According to a piece by Ye
Myo Hein (datelined May 4,
2023) featured by the United
States Institute of Peace, it was
found the Sit-Tat, whose “head-
count,” showed a “strength of a
total 300,000-400,000 before the
coup,” showed that it currently
“had a strength of about 150,000
personnel.
Roughly 70,000 are combat sol-
diers. At least 21,000 service
members have been lost through
casualties, desertion and defec-
tion since the coup. At this troop
level, the Sit-Tat is barely able to
sustain itself as a fighting force,
much less a government;
The odds are now rapidly stack-
ing wp against the Junta. No
doubt, the latter has tanks and
other armoured vehicles, artillery
and air force. Tanks an
armoured vehicles are very diffi-
cult to deploy in the areas dom-
inated by the ethnic forces. With
densely forested mountainous
terrains, deep gorges and steep
climbs, these are ideal for staging
ambushes. Moreover, air-strikes
and artillery do not win wars,
even when backed by heavily
armed and trained infantry,
Otherwise, the United States
would have swept to a victory in
Vietnam.
{The authar is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are persomal)

porate travel, extracurricular activities, or non-traditional subjects into their
routing, enhancing the leaming experience. This adaptability appeals fo
families seeking a more balanced lifestyle.

Unlike traditional schooling, homeschooling offers flexibility in sched-
ules and teaching methods. Families can incomorate travel, exracur-
ricular activities, or non-traditional subjects into ther routing, enhanc-
ing the leaming experience. This adaplability appeals to families seek-
ing 2 more balanced lifestyle. While homeschooling offers many bene-
fits, it is not without its challenges. Parents often need o dedicate sig-
nificant fime and effort to planning and teaching. Additionally, concems
about socialisation can arise, as homeschooled children may have fewer
opportunities for peer interaction. However, many farnilies address this
by participating in edracumicular activities, and community evenis.
Homeschooling is not a new phenomenon.

In aiden times, education often took place at home, with parents or pri-
vate tutors guiding the learning of ther child. The rise of formalised school-
ing in the 19th and 20th cenfuries shifted education to instiutions, bt
homeschooling remained a choice for famiies who sought aliernatives.
Modern homeschooling driven by educational reformers and parents saek-
ing greater control over their children's education began gaining trac-
tion in the 19705 and 1980s. Today, it confinues to evolve, integrating NUG had further claimed that nearly
technology and innovative teaching practices. Technology undoubied- 1,500 of the junta’s soldiers and police
Iy has played a pivatal role in making ing more i persa | had defected to the civil dis-
and effective. It has also enabled collaboration and connection among ﬁ:ﬁﬂ’:{f L']" “,:_'fv“:,fﬂfi::i_‘}inu:i’g:,hcm
hiomeschooling CDI_'I'II'I'ILII'II‘hEs. m Iearning plﬂform_s. _h'm class- The report tiF;ch ‘Junta’s Wr}it Only Runs
rooms, and aduc_ahmal applications 5LIB!1 a3 Mdaﬂ_c Kids, Udemy, in One-third of Myanmar: NUG, further
Dualingo, Funbrain and many maore provide parents with resOurces 10 syates that 315 officers were killed and
creabe comprehensive curricula. The shift to homeschooling reflects a 127 injured in course of the last year. In
broader desire among parents to take confrol of their children's educa- the same period, 53 senior officers rang-
fion and provide a more personalised, values-driven leaming environ-  ing in rank from colonel to major gen-
ment. Whils homeschooling comes with its challenges, the benefits of ;’::o ﬁ‘;'“ C:rr“:nk;lf:-c":L“;Ed;;'d“zf;’
fexibility, individualised attention and rment with farmily priorities make ; T N - g
humﬁ?hwima.n increasingly an;ﬁm D{Kicefoﬂar?;i':s worldwide. 14,093 soldiers and horder guard police-

(The writer is an educalor; views are personal)

Irrawaddy, cited the NUG as stating that
the military regime controlled only 107
of the country’s 330 townships, The PDE
and EROs fully or partly controlled 144
townships or 44 per cent of the country.
The website, which enjoys a high-mea-
sure of credibility, carried an article by
Maung Kavi (datelined January 8, 2025)
under the headline, ‘Myanmar Junta
Boss warns resistance as Regime Loses
Ground Nationwide, saying that the

men were killed and 7,363 injured.
Anti-regime groups seized 741 junta

Real-time travel assistance: Transforming the Indian travel experience
From the integration of cutting-edge technology to the emergence of unique destinations, the way we explore has been redefined

e travel industry in
India has undergone a
significant transtorma-

tion in the past decade. The
advent of technology, the
emergence of unigque gcstlna-
tions, and travellers' shifting
preferences have reshaped the
way we experience travel.
While convenience and con-
nectivity have expanded expo-
nentially, so have the chal-
lenges that come with travel-
ling through this vast and
diverse country.

In such a scenario, the idea of
real-time travel assistance is
much more than a luxury,
gradually becoming a necessi-
ty. India'is a land of incredible
diversity, which often presents
challenges for travellers, both
domestic and international.
With 28 states and countless
languages, customs, and tradi-

tions, exploring India can be as
overwhelming as it is enrich-

ing.

A misplaced document, a lan-
guage barrier, or a medical
emergency in an unfamiliar
city can turn a dream vacation
ar a crucial business trip into
an overwhelming ordeal. This
is where the concept of real-
time assistance steps in, bridg-
ing the gap between explo-
ration and ease,

The Need for Immediate
Support: Travelers today
demand solutions that are
immediate, efficient, and
humanised. The expectations
from teavel experiences are no
longer confined to curated
itineraries and luxury stays,
Safety, comfort, and resolution
1oy unexpected issues are just as
critical to creating memorable
journeys. Whether it's assis

HARIEH KHATRI

tance in locating a nearby
pharmacy late at night, navi-
gating bureaucratic hurdles in
a foreign environment, or
finding reliable medical aid
during emergencies, travellers
increasingly rely on services
that ensure a smooth journey.
Real-time assistance goes
beyond static travel guides or
pre-recorded helplines.

It operates as a di system
where timely, empathetic, and

accurate support becomes a
part of the travel experience. It
is this proactive approach that
hielps mitigate common trav-
eller challenges and allows for
aseamless journey, irrespective
of the destination,
Empathy in  Travel
Assistance: A game-changer at
its core, real-time travel assis-
tance is about offering buman-
ised solutions, Travellers often
find themselves in vulnerable
situations where a touch of
empathy can go a long way.
Imagine being stuck at a
remote train station with no
ane o guide you to your next
stop or dealing with a sudden
health scare in a busy urban
centre where you don't know
the language.

These are moments when an
empathetic, knowledgeable
professional on the other end

-7

BT s

afa call or chat can provide not
just solutions, but reassur-
ance. It is this empathy paired
with technology that is revo-
lutionising travel assistance in
India. Real-time support ser-
vices aim to address the emo-
tional and logistical needs of
travellers in equal measure.
Utilising Technology to
Enable Seamless iemces:
The amalgamation of technol-
and travel assistance has
unlocked possil i
ously dcm]:md umllalmc.
Advanced algorithms, live

tracking, and geo-location ser-
vices now enable assistance
providers like India Assist to
respond with precision and
speed. Right from helping a
traveller recover a lost walit.
guiding them to the best trans-
port options, or facilitating
cnu:lgcncgccanc. technology
serves as the backbone of real-
time assistance.

Mareover, Al-powered sys-
tems can predict and preempt
potential challenges, ensurin,
that travellers are equi
with solutions even hgm:
they face a problem.
Combined with human exper-
tise, such systems provide an
unprecedented level of service
that adapts to the ever-chang-
ing needs of travellers,

A Vision for the Future of
Indian Travel

As India continues to grow as

a preferred travel destination
fior global towrists and a thriv-
ing market for domestic
explorers, the need for reliable,
real-time support systems will
only increase. From first-time
solo travellers to seasoned
professionals on the move,
everyone stands to benefit
from a travel arena where
assistance is no longer a reac-
tive measure but an integral
part of the journey.

The impact of such assistance
gowes beyond individual conve-
nience. It enhances the over-
all travel ecosystem, fostering
trust and confidence among
travellers. When individuals
feel supported, they are more
likely w venture into less-
explored destinations, bolster-
ing local economies and cre-
ating new tourism opportuni-
ties. Real-time assistance also

aligns with India’s vision of cre-
ating a more inclusive and wel-
coming travel environment,
Addressing the unique needs
of every traveller, be it acces-
sibility, safety, or culwral
understanding — opens the
doors w a more diverse and
enriching travel experience.
As we move forward, the trav-
el industry must imbibe the
ethos of real-time assistance,
not as an add-on service but as
acore pillar of the travel expe-
rience. After all, the maost
unforgettable journeys are not
just about the destinations we
wisit — they areabout the chal-
lenges we overcome and the
moments of human connec-
tion that transform challenges
into memaories,
(The writer is founder and
MD of India Assist; views are
personal)
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lom Musk, born in

South Africa, moved

te Canada in 1988 at

the ageof 18, hoping to

migrate to the United
States someday. As his moth-
er wis born in Canada, he got
a passport issued by the North
American nation’s government,
The passport finally hebped him
migrate to the US as o sdent.
The restis of course history,

Most of the 4.4 'III||Ill|I indian
Americans residing in the US
hawea story similar to that of the
Tesha CEQ, who terned into a LTS
citizenin 2002, They migrated to
the US as students o temporary
workers on H-B v Indliams
make Ul
Toarin
universities and play an outsized
rode inthe LIS economy, and now
in politics too.

A report by Indinspora, a US-
based non-profit, shows that
Indian Americans oceupy over
4.4% of the senlor public service
positions in the US, while they
make up_'|u-|: around 1.5% of the
country's p-upulall:an Ot af
648 unicomn startups in the US,
72 have Indian-origin founders,
makinguparound 11 %of the total
16 of the Fortune 500 companies
are led by ¢ sxecutives of
Tncliam origin, Indian Americans
contribute over $300 billion in
ax revenues to the US federal
treasury annually, higher than
the total direct tax collections in
India - $235 billion - i 324,
As of 2023, Indian companies
have invested o cumulative $40
billion in the US and created
426,000 jobs,

Like Musk, who built a
business empire in the U5,
tens of thousands of people of
Indian erigin have coneributed
significantly to the American
economy and have created jobs
for Americans,

One of the key poll planks
of Donald Trump in the US
presidential election was Make
America Great Agaln (MAGA).
The far-right supporters of this
mawvement have been demanding
sweeping changes in US
immigration policies, including
Banning H-1B visas, which they

allege allow Toreigners o take
away the jobs of Americans,
They argue that companies
exploit the programme to hire
foreign workers a1 lower wages,
bypassing qualified Americans.
The row over the H-1B visa
seheme within the MAGA camp
crupted after Trump picked
Indian-origin vemture cay
Sriram Krishnanas policy advisor

SPOTLIGHT

Trump 2.0 and H-1B hubbub

* THE TALEOF AVISA *

= It allows US emplayers to hire highly
educated foreign professionals 1o work
i “speciality eccupations”, lIke in flelds
such as mathematics, engineering,
technalogy, and medical sciences. The
Initial duration of an H-16 visa is three
years but may be extended for six

« The H-18 s a temporary |
(nanimmigrant) calegary
of wisa Issued Dy the LIS

ROVEFTITERL,

« This catigory of
visa was Introduced
in 1950,

» The cap for issuing H-1B visas is
currently set a1 65,000 wisas in & fscal
wear from October 1 1o September 30,

® 20,000 addilional visas are issued for
farelgn professionals who graduate with
A MASLET 'S OERree or Boctorate fromaus
institution of higher learning

« Universities and related nonpeodit entities, nonprafit research grganizations and government resaarch

rganizations are exempt from the cap,
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India needs a dynamic
migration policy

SANJAY BHATTACHARYYA

1§ MW ORpOrT umtu:'i in
as bes

provides transparent and safe
" Agreements

b imt'muru.n et times, In
modern times, migration policy
s used as o governanoe tool o
Ealance labour market require:

compensation for ceriified skills
and integration with migration
platforms of GCC countries for
iransparcncy, New migration

Ments a5 nations
development, technological
advancement and demographic

challenges,

on Artificial Inefligence (Al),
Krishnan, a supporter of liberal
immigration policy, wroteon Xin
Nowember arguing for removing
country caps for green cards,

Musk has staunchly defended
the H-1Bvisa programme despite
backlash from the nativists, “The
reason I'm in America abong with
sovrmany critical people who built
SpaceX, Tesla and hundreds
of ather companies that made
America strong is because of
H-IB," Musk wrote on X, but also
called for overhauling the Troken’
visascheme,

MNew [Jr:l]li stlcwl:d that 1|'It.'

Citizens of 5 countries recelved
mast of the H-1B visa approvals
[Dctober 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023)
Number of H-18 visas
ihnitisd and continuing

45344 (107W)

3,852
3603

= Invdl|ans recelved 72% of H-18 visas,
Tollowe by the Chinese, who recefved
12% More than 7 of every 10 H-1B visa
holders

ws:m|mp-m1dnl|x|r|(|l't|1r|||d:i|-
, and it benefiued

Magesh Kumar, the former
director of the United Nations
Ecomomic and Soctal Commission
of Asia and the Pacific, says that
the US is unlikely to drastically
change the H-1Bvisa programme
and the issue looks more like
“election rhetoric’

Out of the total 265,777
H-1H visas lssued by the Unired
States in the fiscal year ending
September 30, 20023, 8% went
o Indians. The majority of them
are employed with Information
Technology companics. Indian
IT firms - Infosys, TCS, HCL
Technologies and Wipre -
have been among the biggest
beneficiaries of this programme.
A ban or drastic change in H-1B
visn policy would significantly
impact their businesses.

“While potential H-1B visa
reforms under the Trump
administration could pose
challenges for Indian 1T
professionals and companies,
they may also  present
opportunities 1w adapt and
strengehen the offshoring model
0 rm't-gnu- the impact of such
changes,” says Bipin Sapra, Tax
Partner, EY India.

SOUMECE 1S CITIZEMSHIP ARDS [MMSCRATION SERVICES
TGOS, EMOASSY OF INDIA I US INDRLSPORA.

April-September, 2024
= Out of 130,000 H-18 visas issued botwoen April and Soptember
024, around 24,766 ware allocated 1o companles with origin in India

* Amazon topped the tally with 9.265 visas, while Infosys came
socand with 8,140 visas.

= Infosys received most of the H- 18 visas among companies wit

origin in india, followed by TCS which received 5,274 visas andHCL
America which received 2,953 vises
4.4 mwon 3,18 mimen |10
LLC LN indian Americans/ | Persoms of Indlan makes v
Diaspora FUEELIFT arigin constitbie the | 4 ge or i g
peopa residein | thiro-largast Aslan popu ation
the US ethnke group in the US
Ci » Indian -A.sm 2023, Indian
totheUs g over e irvested
ScoRomy US tan collections m :hc S leading to the
annually creation of 4,286,000 jobs.

= President Donald Trump in 2017 signed an executive order for
enhanced serutiny of the H-18 visa applications.
» 24% of the H- 1B visa applications, an all-time high. were
rejected in 2018,

[ TRUMP2.0 |

® Trump pramised
Ehat e wioukd bulid
on e Measures
taken during his first
term to drastically
bring down bath
legal and |llegat
migration 1o the s,

» The President
Blect's core MACH
SUPPOTEErs, Jed

by Steve Bannon
and Laura Boomer,
want the H- 16 visa
stheme scrapgod

» Tesha CEQ
[Elon Mush and
EnrepreneUr-
urned-politician
Wivek Ramaswarny,
key members
of Team Trump,
defended the H- 16

The Indian di 32
million spread over 180 countries is

ed up in
Enst Asiaand lirnel that provide
Tigher wages und remittance

potential. Improving the soft and
el shills of workers, especially
Tow the furure ol jobs, | s anurgent

the largest migrant ¥ 14
mnvillim R T live o 'h]ghly
skilled professionals, ilbed
workers and sudents, while |
million PIOYOC]s are politieal,
business and community leaders
intheir u[k]pu:du:u ries, Around

il i 2 ’D?duuh-:m hlgha«r
in the workd, India is
N A SwWESESpoL as i
sree country whose
professionals and
workers are vilued
wlobally.

The 21stcentury
Thas seen growing
protection

it
ma[unpmﬂwnuenmmmml
ofmigrants, The OECD data
revenls migrant stock represents a
relatively stable proportion of the
local populatio pal Mows are
misddest ataround 3% and migrants
wontribute substant
economic growth,
i poanly designed migration
palicies can lead to labour marker
i dweaki i

prioriey, A ne
Emigration Act, o replace current
lawws, 18 necessary.

Atthe same time, discussions
o the Commeon Agendaon
Migratio b
Furopea
on our priority for safe and legal
migration and secured leverage
o Indbi-preference foe our
professionals needed in
the Wesz. India entered
into new generation
Migration and Mobslity
Partmership Agreements
with Germany, France,
the UK, Denmark, Austria
and Porigal tosecure an
eddge inemployment with
bemer mobiliy eonditions

for Indian professionals, access

1oy jobs following gracuation for
students and new opportunities
for youth exchange and short-term
newern jobs, Similar skill-focused
agreements were condluded with
Japan, Korea an, lsrael and
Mawritius, Traditional destinations
suchasthe USA, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand, which have
relatively transparent migration

ol migrant communities,
Thereis aneed for consuliation

and coordination atbilateral,

regional and multilateral levels,

policies based on labour market
determination, skills and quotas
siw better acoess through
government and corporate
Ingerventions,

Theee Gilaabal Conra Migration,
el between source and
tion countriesat the United
Nations, providesa framework for
-m[r: nrdnr]yﬂ:ﬂms,dnrmnhllny

aday, parts of the
world, there isa preference for
India's highly skilled professionals
and workers who are seen asmajor
comntribartors o a technology and
based

ringona

wisa
Musk called for its
overhaul

* Trump sided

ising
safe and begal migration. les
miggration and mobility policy is

3

Adynamic and comprelen
migration policy, aligned with
national pr |ul|l|r$, ke o

radl

emerging lrom ne,
key part wd consultations at
regional g ultilareral levels,
Forvulnerable workers, nurses
and seamen, many of whom go to

Gulf ies and Southeast Asia,
thedigitised e-Migrate platform

e
transformation.

(The wwiter, a former Secrecary
b the Mingsery of Exeermal Affinirs,
i rowra Professor of Dipfommatic
Practice at Sindal Global
Uriiversiey)

old waves. I\:m. impactednorth: |
ethe lnst \w.\'I:

femperaiur
bogical Departm

predicted the weather will continue in the
new year, with dense smog and fog reducing
visibility and affecting traved, Heavy snowlall
Dissued
yellow alerts and warned ¢ ravellers o be

has blanketed northern par

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT

The science behind

cold waves and pollution

Low pressure formed over the Mediterranean travels to northwest India and
gets blocked bythe Himalayas, trapping moisture, writes B K Singh

Afal

Pluto may have caught
its biggest moon

S(\mc-t 5hili0|1 yearsago, the mmﬂnucﬂ’lu:u

avery

el period — pmhmsud hmra dn.-y:hnmlnslt
arm inarm before gently separating, a grand do-si-<do
that resulted in Pluto and isquintet of moons orbiting

the sun together today.

Astromomers have long wondered how Charon, the
Inr&qlolmm mins, eame toarbit Pluts, A paper
ished Monday in ﬂle]mlmu] Nature Geoscience
dl_eacnhoda possible sequence of events that may resolve
g i

the northwest
urbances eventu-

and precipication in rain and snow.

Easing the pollution?

Since the westerndisturbances have arrived,
the region is locked in a cyele of fog, hemvy
showers, drizee and 15, Befowethe ar-

“The reason that Pluto and Charon are so interesting
i becavese Charon |ssmmc size of Plut," said Adeene

Denton, apl

arthel

I Arizo-

mawho led Iwmper “The only comparable sysiem is

Earth and its moon,”

Charon ks abour 750 miles across, while Pluto is
neuriy L5000 ml]l!l indiameter. That prnparlwu in
thata numbcrul'- ( B

how moons f

likely. including

theories that Charon formed from debns around Pluto

prepared for road, rail and air uranspost
disruptions.

Winter rains in noreh Indian plains are
causedl by western disturbances, which orig-
inate from the low-pressure system loemed
inthe Mediterranean and then travel
eastwards across the country, In the Indian
subcontinent, the Himalayns block these
disturbances, Lauslm.wld’tspn.;\d rainsin
lllrlmnllm-mnlp 5l snow in the
west of the il rther, northeast
trade Mlulan\-alll m(ln Tndia bring dry
weather to most regions, inchuding the pen-
insula, which experiences less defined cold
weather due tothe moderating influence
of the seas, At the snme time, retreating
monsoons cause rainfall on the Tamil Nadu
Const.

World Meteorological Organization
(WMD) has said 2024 was the warmest
year on record based on global ave
temperature, It has breac 1| A5-degree
Celslus average rise above the pre-indus-

rropical seoem; and ifit is mare than 120 km
per hour, itis a tropical cyclone.

rriad temperatre recorded in 2023, Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD) also
came upwitha report on Ist January 2025
that 2024 was the warmest year since 1901,
breaching the Indian record 2006 by 11 de-

It rake s pl:me “The warm and maist
irrises and eools off, and the fermation of
clouds takes place,
Storms onginaring from sens are namral
phenomena caused by violent atmospheric

Western disturbances are low-pressure
snow and rain in the

e season across Pakistan
and northwest India, contributing 5w 10%
of annual rainfull in the region. They are

val of western disturbances, the Delhi NCR
region annually I

i duie [0 severs ropgenic activities.
During Novemberand December, whenvert-
calair circularion ceases, a high concentration
of PM 2.5 is reportad in the region, leading
to the Air Quality Index [.’\Ql;m}:im:ri ngan
inferior and severecateg

The leading causes n[hq,,h pollution have
been the transport sector, industrial emis-
slons, Biomass burning, road dust, resid |
emissions, brick kilns, and stubble baren
the states surrounding Delhi, So long as
drywinter prevails, the pollutionin the region
isa ;ufmficnm health hazard for humans, es
peciallychildren and old persoms,

Currently, the weather has coused abig
relief from pollution. A has improved,
and the suspension of acti ike schools,
construetion works, movement of vehicles,
e, has been eased, The plannersand the
policymakers in the government seclor
winildl nodt have to seratch their heads for
choud bursts, IMIY has already predicred
alightly more rainfall than normal Fains for
January 2025, especially in north Indin;
thus, cold wave condi will likely persist,

Pollution is a more p:lfnnnl health

The

grees Celsius, The sen surface cemperatures  disturbanees on land and sea. They are el plul v wheeat erops grown ir 1S, d-wis
hawe rvisen relatively high during November — formed when the centre of low pressurede-  As against cyclonic storms ocourring in le u[pullmmn in Delhi NCR isa
and December, velops with a high-pre: esystemaround  the rropical region south of the Tropic of bigger worry, and authorities have

The warm and moist air over the ocean's
surface moves above it, leaving less air near
itand thus creating a bow-pressure area,
High-pressure akr in the surrounding aren
pushes in the low pressure already devel-
oped, and the new air also becomes warm

them. These storms develop between 50

and 300 N latitces in the northern hem-
isphere and south of the Tropie of Cancer.
1i the wind velocity is bess than 60 km per
hewr, the storm is o tropical depressio
it is between GO and 120 km per hour, itisa

mid-laritude region and north of the Tropic
of Cancer.

These are low-pressure systems embed-
ded in the western winds from west to east,
The low pressure formed over the Mediter-

Cancer, western disturbances develop in the

led 1o
Fired a workable solution. The only feasible
solution i o entirely phase out fossil fuel
burning and whaolly depend on renewable
EneTgEy.

(The author is a retired principal chigfcon-
servator of forests, Karnataka)

o wis captured by its grvita-
tional pull. Could Charon's ex-
istence instead be explained
Iy the kind of collision that

i bedieved vo have formed
Earth's moon?

The sizes of Pluto and

Clmmn meant that it was

t to work out how
they “dicln’t jusa merge like
twa blabs of liquid,” the most
Iikely outeome of such an explosive scenario, sald Erlk
Asphaug, also a University of Arizona planetary scientist
and a co-author on the paper,

Pluto and Charon are in a region of the outer solar
system beyond Neptune called the Kuiper belt, which
makes them both very rocky and icy, By including these
jproperties in their model, the research team devised
ascenario where the two bodics collided and became
ensnared without merging.

1T Charon hit Plutoat a relatively sedate speed of
about 2,000 mph — 10times as show as the Earth's
moon-forming impact — the two would have remained
in mnmcrrnrabmluo ruursbehresmdunllynemm-
ingbutr Ther

thisencounter asa kuaamdcnlzmm.
D, ] e

i them from breaking apart.

Pluto would have been rotating onee every three
Thours aca time (the lengthofa dn;yml Pluto today is
some 150 h s the
three times while joined wgether. T‘hrangulﬂr mo-
mentum ol the spinning Plutowould then hwpummhed
Charon slowly away but, crucially, leftie trapped i

Fluto's orbit.
THE NEW YORK TIMES
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A mother on a

rescue
Mmission
in Yemen

Nimishz [rir s o tragedy of immense
proportions, Convicted in Yemen for
murdering her Yemeni business partner, who,
Nimishas mother says, was abusive and vile,
the 36-year-old nurse from Kerala is on death
rony, Its a race against time and the odds for
Nimishas mother to pay blood money and
save her daughters life, report

Hiran Unnikrishnan and

(rishnakumar

he New Year was just two
Biit for Prema
king up in Ye
pital Sanaa, a her-

itage city scarred by a re
war, hope felt like a dlmm Aecting
dream. Her fragile optimism shat
tered when she received the devastat
ing news: Mahdi al-Mashat, president
of Supreme Political Council of Houth
i, had approved the execution of her
daughter, 36-year-old Nimisha
nurse from Kerala, Nimisha
imprisoned in Sanaa's central jai
2017, convicted of murdering Yemeni na
tional Talal Abdo Mahdi, her business
partner.

“We thought everything was finally fall-
ing into place when her lawyer informed us
of the President's decision,” Premakismard said
over the phone, her voice trembling with grief.
“Time is slipping sway. | beg everyone to come
together for a final effort to save her life. T can't
bear the thought of her execution, not even for a
moment.”

Priva. A
has been

Purpose of action council
The 57year-old woman's fight to save her dawght
er has been long and gruelling, From Kizhaklkam

ee

balam village in Ernakulam, where she worked as | Time is
a domestic help, she embarked on an arduous | slipping
Journey to Sanaa to meet Nimisha in the central | | begg

jail on April 24, 2024,

Since then, she has found shelter with the fa
mily of Samuel Jerome Bhaskaran, a key member
of the Save Nimisha Priva International Action
Council. The collective, comprising elected re
]'m.scnmtlvu. lawyers .md human m.,ht'. acti
vists, was formed to ensure Nimisha's access to | [ify
justice and raise funds for blood money - the
compensation paid to the victim's family in ac

one Lo

come
together for
a fimal effort
to save her

Fean't
Ibear the

cordance with Shariab law - should the victim's 1“?““‘“ of

family agre pardon her. She then met her N‘_r i

daughter again in September, accompanied by execution

two nuns who offered prayers for her at the cen- | PREMAKUMARI

tral jail. snisha Priya's
mother

Mimisha, a native of Kollengode in Palakkad
district, left for Yermen in 2008 with dreams of se
curing a better future for her parents, who
worked as domestic helps. Determined to over.
come the challenges of working abroad, she land
el a job at a government-run hospital in Sanaa.
She worked there until 2001, before returning to
Kerala to marey Tomy Thomas, a native of Tho
dupiizha in ldukki district.

Hopes dashed by civil war

The civil war that resulted in the Houthi rebels
with links to Iran gaining control over Sanaa in
September 2004 shattered her dreams, The Go-
vernment of India issued an advisory in April
2015 asking Indian nationals not to travel to Ye
men owing to the adverse political and security
situation triggered by the rift between the Houth
is and the Saudi-led coalition forces in Yemen.

"I wis preparing to join her in Yemen with our
two-year-old daughter when the civil war erupt
ed,” Tomy recalls from his single-room rented
house in Thodupuzha, “Nimisha had left for Ye
men & month and a half earlier. By the time we
secured visas and arranged travel expenses, eve
tything had changed."

He vividly remembers the moment Nimisha
called to warn him not to travel. "She told me a
war had broken out. At first, 1 didn't believe her
because there were no reports confirming it.
Then, news started pouring in through interna
thonal media. Before 1 could fully comprehend
the situation, Nimisha became almost unreacha
blle,” he says. Now 48, Tomy works as an autorick
shaw driver to make ends meet,

ru ’

In 2015, Nimisha quit her lowpaying hospital
Job to start her own clinic, However, Yemeni law
required nationals to own and operate business
e, forcing her to partner with Talal Abdo Mahdi
to set up the venture, The same year, Mahdi ac
companied her to Kerala when she came home
for a month-ong holiday. A petition filed by Pre
makumari in December 2023 before the Delhi
High Court, seeking the Centr
visit her daughter, aih.gcs a
cording to the petition, Mahdi allegedly stole a
wedding photograph of Nimisha during their vi
sit to Kerala and later doctored it to claim that he
was married to her.

“Ower time, the relationship between Nimisha
and Mahdi riorated, He began torturing her
and siphoning off all the clinic's revermie. When
she confronted him about the embexzlement, he
became increasingly hostile,” the petition states,

The document further alleges that Mahdi
seized her passport to prevent her from leaving
Yermen and subjected her to physical and mental
torture under the influence of drugs. *Unable o
endure the abuse, Nimisha lodged a complaint
with the Sanaa police. However, instead of taking
action against Mahdi, the authorities arrested
her and detained her for six days. Upon her re
lease, the intensity of the torture escalated dra
* it claims.

Desperate measures

In July 2017, desperate for a way out, Nimisha
sought advice from a warden near her clinic
where Mahdi had previously been imprisoned
for various offerices,

The warden suggested sedating Mahdi to re
cover her passport. On her first attempt, the se
dation failed due to his substance abuse, She
tried again using a stronger sedative, but Mahdi
died within minutes from an apparent drug over
dose, the petition says.

Nearly a month later, Nimisha was arrested
near Yemen's border with Saudi Arabia after
Mahdi's dismembered body was discovered ina
water tank.

The incident received extensive media cover
ape, with local television channels labelling her
as the prime suspect. In 2020, a trial court sen
tenced Nimisha to death, a verdice upheld by the
Supreme Judicial Council in 2023, Efforts by the
Save Nimisha Priva International Action Council
and her family to save her gained traction after
her lawyer revealed a potential lifeline. The ap
peal court had kept open the possibility of I)Iuml

money, However, the travel ban imposed by the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) to Yemen on
September 26, 2017, inview of the fragile political
and security sitwation in the country came as a
stumbling block in the family's efforts to travel to
Sanai,

“The obstacles to her mother's repeated at
tempts to travel to Yemen were Anally cleared
wheti the Delhi High Court, acting on her plea,
directed the Centre in December to relix its 2007
notification barring Indian passport holders from
entering Yermen due to the ongoing civil war" ex
plains Subhash Chandran, who represented Pre
makumari in the case.

The court had asked the Centre wo consider the
clause in the notification that the travel ban can
be relaxed by the Centre for specific and essential
reasons of travel,

It had staged that a limited period may be
granted by the Centre on the request of the appli
cant, who was reguired to travel at his or her own
personal risk without any liability to the Govern
ment of India or any State Government con
cormed.

Hefty fee for negotiations
Premakimar reached Sanaa on April 23, 2024,
bt negiotiations soon hit a roadblock. The lawyer
engaged by the Indian mission in Sanaa demand
el a hefty fee of $40,000 for pre-negotiations, As
per Yemen's laws, Nimisha's family could not
contact the victims family members, and they
needed to hire negotiators to reach out to them.

“We managed to raise the first instalment of
$20,000 through crowdfunding in May," says
Chandran, "However, after the payment, there
was no clear communication about the
progress of the negotiations. Given the
enormous amount, there was disagree
ment within the council about releasing
the second instalment. Eventually, we
decided to release it on December 27 o
expedite contact with the vietim's fami
Iy

Despite the Houthi Supreme Council
pn::sldtnﬂs approval of Nimisha's execu
tion - Sanaa is controlled by the Houthi rebels

her family and the Save Nimisha Priya In
ternational Action Council remain hope
ful.

“The death penalty can still
e waived if the victim's fami
ly agrees to pardon her in
exchange for blood mo

- :

ILLUSTRATION:
SATHEESH VELLIMEZH

ney,” sys Samuel, an aviation consultant who
has been based in Yemen since 1999, He acknow
ledges that the delay in rl:i.dslng the second in
stalment stalled progress in the negotiations but
insists efforts are ongoing. "We are working to re
establish contact through the lawyer,” he adds.
Diplomatic efforts appear o have gained mo
mentum after thie MEA announced on December
31, 2024, that the Governmerit of India “is extend

ing all possible assistance to Malayali nurse Nim
isha Priya, who i on death row at the central pri
son in Yemen's capital, Sanaa

Thi. Ministry

ties with the Iran-aligned Houthi rebels. Adding a
twist to the unfolding drama, reports emerged
suggesting that Iran might intervene on Nimisha's
behalf.

Thtrugh uncertainty clouds Iran's mediation
effort ushand views it as a flicker of hope.
"There is h.lJpL‘ he says, his voice steady yet
tinged with anticipation. Officials of the MEA
have been in regular contact with him, offering
updates and reassurances,

Frantic efforts continue

“Owver the years, my daughter and 1 have met v
ety political leader in Kerala we could reach out
to. The Union government has been suppm'lm..
though 1 understand their constrain an's in
volvement, given its sway over the Houthis, is a
glimmer of hope," he adds,

For their daughter, who has not seen her
mother since she was two, the reality remains ha
zy. Now in Class 7 and studying at a boarding

school in Kothamangalam, Ernakulam,
the young girl doesn't seem to know
the gravity of her mother's situa
ticn,

“I'vee told her that her mother is
in jail for something she didn't

says Tamy, his voice choking
\\:thtm::mn
“She only knows her mother
through voice notes and the rare
video calls. Whenever she pgeis a
message from her, she replies, urg
ing her to come home soon. 1
hope her wish will soon

become a reality.

Tamy Thamas,
husband of
Hirmisha Priya.

»
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WHY FACT-CHECKERS HAVE BEEN
OUMPED BY META,HOW NOTES WORK

KARANMAHADIK
MEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

META, THE company behind Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp, recently an-
noumnced changes to content moderation
across its apps in the LS, It will eliminate
fact-checking labels from act-checkers,
replacing them with a ‘Commanity Notes'
system sirmnilarto X | formely Twitter ], The
decision has ignited a broader debate over
the most effective strategy bocombat mis-
infisrmation on social media.

Behind the change

Mime years ago, Meta began flagging
fake news with help from extemnal fact-
checkers. Its independent fact-checking
programme was expanded after reports
said Russian disinformation campaigns
had targeted Amer during the

been critical of big tech companies for al-
legedly censoring conservatives online,

Community Notes

Community Notes was first piloted as
a programme called Birdwatch by
Twitterin 2021, that is, before Ebon Musk
purchased the platform and renamed it
It allows users to add facts and context
below aspecific post, ACommunity Mote
shows only if enough contribastors vote
that it provides helpful context, Anyone
om X can add Notes if they meet certain
criteria, like having a six-month-old ac-
count, a verified phone number, and no
vislations of X rules.

Initialby, contributors ane only allewed
to rate Commumnity Motes as helphl or
o, Ower time, they are allowed to write
and attach their own Notes, All contribu-
tons .m'.' pda]lcly .mmhbk' allowing any-
one

2016 presidential election campaign,

%o far, fact-checkers and experts cer-
tified by the Intemational Fact-Checking
Metwork [ IFCN) would |ndepundenllym
wiew and rate potential

Meta's model will likely be ﬁllnll.‘ll’l

Crowdsourcing concerns
Given its crowdsourced nature,
[& dd be vulnerable o

Iy citingg their original reportage, inter-
viewing primary sources, consulting
public data, and analysing media. Meta
would ensure that content rated as “false”
was less visible tousers,

Meta has now changed tack, It says
that this approach is lawed, and experts
may have biases — which "showed upin
the choices some made about what to
Tact check and how",

IFCN has pushed back, “The fact-
checkers used by Meta follow a Code of
Principles requiring non-partisanship
and transparency,” IFCN director Angie
Holan said in a staternent, She said that
Meta's decision “comes in the wake of ex-
tremwe political pressure from a new ad-
ministration and its supporters”,

U5 President-elect Donald Trump b

coordinated manipulation, To address
this challenge, X uses a bridging algo-
rithm to determine whether a Mote ap-
pears below a post, This means that a
Mote will be shown only if it has been
rated as "helpful’ by peaple who have
tended to disagree in their past ratings.

X claims this helps "prevent a single
group from being able to engage in mass
voting to determine what notes are
shown', It also claims e proactively invite
the inputs of contributors offering differ-
ent perspectives,

But challenges remain, Community
Motes may not be as effective in stopping
the spread of misinfermation from one
platform to ancther, Their ability to capture
the nuance that goes ineo fact - chndm\g po-

litical news has al

COFFEEISGOODFOR YOU—BUTONLY
INTHEMORNING: LARGE STUDY

PEOPLE WHO drink coffee in the morm-
ings reap benefits that are not seen by
those who consumse the beverage laterin
thee dlay, a study pubslished in the Frropann
Heart Jourmal on Wednesday found.

Moming coffee drinkers were 165 less
likely to dhie of any cause, and
3% less lkedy to-die from car-
disvasoulardiscase thanthose
whodid notcorsume the bev-
erage. Thene was, hovwever, o
significant reduction in mar-
ity fiov all-clay clrinkers com-
jpared to non-drinkers,

These benefits came ime-
spective of how much coffee
ane drank, *It's not just
whether you drink coffee or
oy much you drink, but the

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

Mutrition Examination Survey between
19699 anvel 2008, v weas vierified using data
from the Women's and Men's Lifestyle
Validation Seudies (201013 ) which in-
cluded the seven-day dietary record of
1AG3 American adwults,

Although this study did
ot explain the rationabe be-
hind these findings, previous
research has highlighted the
deleterious impact that the
consumptionof caffeine — the
main stimulant in coffee — has
on human sleep, An oft-cited
2013 stucly found that caffiine
consumption even six hours
jpricr to bedtime can have ma-
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EXPLAINED

AMITABH SINHA
HEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE YEAR 2024 has now been confirmed 1o
have breached the 1.5 degree Celsius global
warming threshold, becoming the first cal-
endar year o do so,

The annual average temperature of
Earth's surface in 2024 was 16 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial times [average
of the 1850-1900 peried ), according to data
from the Copernicus Climate Change Service
run by the Eurapean Centre for Medium
Range Weather Forecasting | ECMWF).

The World Meteorological Organization
(WMD) used six datasets, including the one
used by ECMWE, to conclude that 2024 was
155 degrees Cel sius warmer than pre-indus-
trial levels, Each of the six datasets found
24 bo be the warmest year ever, but notall
of them recorded the warming to be inex-
cessof 1.5 degrees Celsius,

An arbitrary mark

The 1.5 degree mark is an arbitrarily de-
cided threshold. In terms of climate change
impacts, there is mothing new that will be-
in o happen once this threshold is crossed.
Science only says that the climate impacts
areexpected to become more severe and fre-
qUENt as warming increases,

The 2024 breach does not mean that the
Ladegree target isover This target, mentioned
in the 2015 Paris Agreement, refers to long-
term temperature trends, usually over bwo to
three decades, not annual or maonthly averages,

The breach does not come as a surprise,
The WMO as been saying for more than two
years now that this threshold was almost
certain to be crossed before 2027,

s a result, this new data is unlikely mo
trigger any fresh response measures from
countries o deal with the problem of cli-
mate change — something that has so far
been severely inadequate,

Global emissions are still on the rise, and
the 2030 emission cut targets are almost
certain to be missed. Therefore, there is
every likelihood that the breach that has
happened in 2024 would become a norm
within the next decadle,

“0ne or two years that exceed 1.5 de-
mrees Cal;lm abawe the pre-industrial level

5 by that the Paris A has
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What breaching 1.5°C means

It's official: 2024 was the first year to breach the 1.5 degree Celsius threshold. With global emissions
continuing to grow, this was very much expected. The planet will only get warmer in the coming years
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the eastern Pacific Ocean that has a big im-
pact on global weather, El Nifio has a general
warming effect, while its opposite phenom-
enon, calbed La Nifia, has a cooling effect.

There was an El Mifio prevailing during
2023 anad 2024 as weell, bust it was mild com-
jpared o the 2015-2016 event, ECMWE said the
unusual warming of 2023 and 2024 could be
because of several other factors, though there
w.unonnndumlmntrm’-m. Immd “unprece-
dented" 1ik dtipleather
ocean regions as one of the possible reasons,

An underwater valcanic eruption near
Tonga in the southern Pacific Ocean in
January 2022, and lower sulphur dinxide
emissions from the shipping industry in
2024 could also have contributed to the
warming, ECMWF said. Sulphur dioxide in
the atmosphere reflects some solar radiation,
thus preventing it from reaching Earth,

The unusual warming could also be be-
cause of the Sun, which was in its solar max-
imum phase in 2024 during its routine 11-
wear solar cyele. During the cyele, the
magnetic pabes of the Sun Mip from one end
to the other. ECMWE said an increase in the
solar energy reaching the Earth during the
solar maximum phase could have con-
tribured to the warming,
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1257

< bt

2024 —

gpe F35E88888Es
o n o a =]
QEEE‘J'P‘QF _ggggmmgm
Source; WAMO
been breached. However, with the current d | d

rate of warming at more than 0.2 degrees
Celsius per decade, the probability of
breaching the 1.5 degree target of the Paris
Agreement within the 20305 is highly
likely,™ the ECAWTF said in a statement,

2023, 2024 exceptionally warm

The year 2024 has now become the
warmest year ever, taking over from 2023
which was 1.45 degrees Celsius warmer
than pre-industrial levels, Together, these
twi years were exceptionally warm, and

s B bemipe
ature events, Every month since July 2023,
with the exception of July 2024, has been
more than 1,5 degrees Celsius warmser than
the corresponding monthly average of pre-
industrial times,

The years 2023 and 2024 stand out even

But these are only possibilities. A more
definitive analysis of the potential causes of
the 2023-24 warming will come later,

Looking at 2025 and beyond

The exceptional trends seen in 2023 and
2024 are unlikely to continue this year, Asof
now, 2025 is not expected to emerge as the
warmest year, However, it is unlikely to be
mhuantla‘lly cooler gither, Inthe last decade,

res | I 11
and 1.4 degrees Celsius higher than pre-in-
dustrial levels, and this year is expected to
fallin the same bracket,

Incidentally, the UK Met Office, in a fore-
cast issued last month, said 2025 could very
well emerge as the thind warmese year ever,
after 2024 and 2023,

According toa WO report released last
wear, there is a possibility of annwal average

in the rapidly warming trend wi in
the last decade, ECMWEF said. Fnrmﬁtancn
the previsus wamle;ty\mr 2006, whichwas
1294 than pre-ind

tml]mls was influenced by a very strong El
Mifio — a periodic sceanic phenomenon in

chingashighas 1.9 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels in one of
the years before 2028, The report also said
that there is a 50% chance of the five-yearav-
erage of annual temperatunes up o 2028 ex-
ceeding the 1.5 degree Celsius threshold

Behind LA fires: Heat, no rain, Santa Ana

ALINDCHAUHAN
MNEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AT LEAST 10 people have been killed in the

Jordismuptive effects on sleep, wildfires that continwed to rage in Southern
which in turn has harmbul ef- C.1I|lnm|.1m| Friday, powwered by Santa Ana
dfee that's i the heart, and pusted o 112 kmphi

time of day when you drink
important,” Lu Qf, one of the paper’s au-
thors, and an expert in nutrition and epi-
demiology at Tulane University in New
Orleans, told The Gurdian.

The analysis was based on data col-
lected from 40,275 adults who partici-
pated in the US National Health and

Prof Thomas F Lilscher, in an accom-
panying editorial to the study, referred i
the growing body of evidence suggesting
that coffee drinking is indeed beneficial io
harrman health, Hewrote: *Drink your aof-
fee, but dosoin the moming!™

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

The fires have destroyed thousands of
acresof land, entire streets, and thousands of
buildings inthe Los Angeles area, forcing the
evacuation of more than 200,000 residents,

How many fires?

This is not the annual fire season in this
part of the United States. But as of Friday af-
permoon (in Indda), at least five gigantic fires
were burning to the north, east, and west of
the Los Angeles area,

Thee Palisades fire, ¢ i) ol
structive, had dmmw:l mare than 17,000
acresinthe Pacific
tI\uwmndL.'\ Ilmmnb,l!’u‘,smnmnnd .nnd

F I
The et bigpest fire, thnE.unn fire, isbum-
ingtotheeastof LA. Ithas sofar bumed 10,000

L 8750187501

acresin the San Gabriel Mountains tothe north
of Pasadena, It has not been contained at all
The Hurst fire, Lidia fire, and another fire

Firefi
in

bers trying to contain a wildfine
I‘nmhmliﬁtl‘lnmdﬂy,ﬁrum;

that broke out in LA's West Hills neighbour-
I Qand

1,000 acres so far,

The Santa Ana winds

These winds blow when high pressure
builds ever the Great Basin — the area be-
tween the Rocky Mountains and Sierra
Mevacda — and pressune is low over Califormia's
coast, The difference in pressure triggers pow-

Space crunch, threats, a natural tendency: Why

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
MNEW DELHI, JANLIARY 10

ILAST MONTH, a tigress ventured east from
Odisha, walking 300 km o West Bengal,
Another tiger was recently found to have
made its way from Uttarakh and teHimachal
[Pradesh, and passibly even Jammu, reaching
Jjust afesw bekormastres from the Line of Coniral,

As Indlia's tiger population bounes hack
in certain well-protected pockets, big cats
walking out of tiger reserves are making
headlines, But dispersal is natural for the
tiger — a solitary, territorial animal that
must create its own space with exclusive
Ihunting and reproductive rights,

Going far, under the radar
Anecdotal evidence suggests that tigers
Thave been testing the Emits of their suboon-
tinental range for quite some time, Consider;
In 2016, conservationist and hotelier
Balencu Singh hosted the Pakistani human
rights activist Asmia Jahangir and her indhs-

trialist hushand Tahir at Ranthambhore. As
they exchanged stories, Tahir Jahangir men-
tioned sccasional sightings of tigers near
their holicday home in Murree, aoross the LoC

*There is no recorded history of tigers in
Jammu, Iwas naturally increclubous but did-
nreontest the guest'sclaim,

throuwgh a mosaic of forest and agricultural
landscapes, During the jouney, it used 89
resting sites — 73 in forests and 16 outside
— stopping for durations ranging from
seven hours to a week. Some of these pit
stops were made barely 300-500 metres
from human

him when | heard that a tiger was pho-
tographed by an Army patrol above Rajourd,
bess thain 100 ke from Murree,” Singh said.

Despitis their size and lazy gait, tigers ane
adept at negotiating non-forest landscapes,
while remaining mostly out of sight —
small green patches can help them travel
through landscapes dotted with vil lages.

Tigerdispersals are mostly exploratory
— they donot fodlow linear paths, and find
their way around barriers such as high-
ways, railways, canals, mines, and human
habitation.

In 2019, wild lifie biologists documented
a male tiger's journey within Maharashtra,
from Tipeshwar to Dnyanganga sanctuary,
To cover alinear distance of 315 km over
225 days, the tiger walked 3,000 km

Males tend to disperse more

Astudy of 29 tiger cubs between 2005
and 2011 in Ranthambhore found that
males showed a greater prob-
ability of dispersal (92,3%)
than females (36.4%). Males
also dispersed further (4.5-
148 km) than females (4.6-
258 km ) from the area of birth.

Ower the last two decades, long-distance
dispersals of male tigers have been well
documented:

2003: Broken Tail, the firstborn of
Ranthambhore's iconic tigress Machhli,
travelled a linear distance of 150 km to
Diarra sanciuary near Kota, whene itwas nun
over by a train.

EXPLAINED

WILDLIFE

Panna in Madhwya Pradesh.

2008; A tiger walked a linear distance
of 197 km from Bhadra tiger reserve to
Dandeli sanctuary in Karnataka.

2018: A tlgm me l?alapa:m sanctuary
inMadiwa P n
Gujarat — alinear distance of over 300 km,

2023: A tiger from Maharashira's
Brahmapuri travelled 2,000 km across four
states to reach Rayagada in Orissa — a lin-
eardistance of 650 km,

That said, tigresses too have been
recorded wal king long dis-
rances. In 2015, a tigress trav-
elled alinear distance of 99
km to reach Ranipasr sanctu-
ary in Uttar Pradesh from

Looking for territory, mates
Typically, a male tiger's larger terribory
encompasses smaller territories of multi-
ple fernale tigers. While related tigresses
may conoede space to one another in adja-
cent ranges, every make tiger must estab-
lish its owm territory when it comes of age,

move fromithe B imland
deserts east and north of Southern California
towards the Pacific Ocean,
Asthe wind comesdown ﬂlu mount.nm
and heats up,
falls — sometimes to less than 10%. The hot,
dry wind dries out forests, and Fuels wildfires.

Santa Ana winds are a natural part of

California’s climate pattern, and usually blow
from October toJanuary, “Winter weather pat-
terns allow high pressure eobuild near the sur-
face of the Great Basin, which then interacts
with low-pressure air over the Pacific,” Rose
Schoenfeld, aMational Weather Service mete-

it in Ceenard, California, told Bl berg

Role of climate change

California expenienced its hottest ever June
and July, and the second hottest October in
2024, Much of Southem Califernia has had no
rain since July, even though half the normal
raimy season has already passed, This is the
second driest spell in the regicn in 150 years.

The excessive heat and absence of rin

twice as many fire weather days (when
weather conditions are Favourable for wild-
fires) than in the early 19705, according to
Wildfire Weather; Analyzing the 50-year shift
across America, a report published by the
nonprodit Climate Central in May 2023,

A 2021 sty in the journal Proceedings of
the Matfonal Acodemy af Scfences, reported that
warmer and drier conditions have caused a
GG to 90 of the increase in California's fire
weather days over the last few decadies.

The fires have also become more intense.
According to a 2023 study published in PRAS,
100 the biggest Califomia wildfires have oc-
curred in the last 20 years — five of them in
2020 alone,

Another 2023 study published in Nofure,
which anabysed wildfires between 2003 and
2020, noted that the frequency of extreme
dlaily wildfire groswth > 10000 acres) hasin-
creased by 25% in California compared to
pre-industrial times.

Allof this is primarily driven by climate
change. The rise in global temperatures has led

had already turned the erydry
‘when the Santa Ana began to blow, making
the forests even drier and vulnerable to fires.

California’s wildfire season has become
longer in recent decades, The state now has

springs and summers, and mrhul

5, Together, thes 111
Imd o l’mgur.md more |mmnd{ymmni
moisture stress on

.md making forests more vulnerable bofires,

tigers go on long walks

‘Within the finite limits of shrinking
forests, this beads o frequent duels between
sand the al-

mady im control of prime plots. If lucky to
survive the face-offs, the vanquished flee
thee victor's tervitory, For old tigers, such dis-
placement would signal impending death,
\ehungﬂnalrrs hiwever, st kmpcxplur—
ing for vacant slots and

gress took refuge in the ravines and mus-
tard fields by the Chambal river. The cubs
elid ot survive,
Not a zero-sum game

Surplus tigers from 'source’ reserves

must fan out looking to reach low-tiger-
density areas, When they succeed, the fresh

A tiger forest reaching its carrying ca-
pacity is nat the only scenario whien indi-
vidual tigers wander outside,

InMadtya Pradesh, for instance, the first
tiger that was shifted to Fanna from Pench in
2008 started walking south, Iooking for its
former horme, It had o be recapoured. Last
month, tigress Zeenat showed the same
restlessness after being packed away from
Tadoba(Maharashira) toSimlipal( Otlisha),

Tigresses may also disperse o protect
cubs, In 2011, a tigress walked out of
Ranthamihore with her bwe cubs after the

gene isolabed L
W}mntluy don't, they die,

Also, without adequate monitoring,
riger dispersals through non-forest areas
and human habitations may fuel man-an-
imal conflict, eroding the goodwill the na-
rional animal banks on. Dispersal routes
popular with tigers indicate the potential
For developing and protecting new habitats
s0 that the big cat may reclaim lost grouncd,

Moconding to the katest all-India tiger es-
timate, ome-fifth of India's tiger area span-
ning 16 tiger reserves harbours only 25— less
than 1% — oﬂndus 3 EGZ tlguls There are

male that si
ulate Sariska, Wary or new males Imhng
o kil the cubs and mate with her, the ti-

enoughforests for fillup,
LONGER VERSION ON
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ere daughters can’t play

The world has failed Afghanistan’s girls and young women.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

GURINDER CHADHA'S MUCH-ACCLAIMED
and charminghy funimy 2002 mevie Bend it Like
Beckham starts with the foothall-crazy teen
Jes 5 nnn;m ing |1cr-r|1 as David Beckham
while watc 1's set-ploce superstar
on bebevision. But then, that's ot what girls in
Farnilies with Indian mots settled in Hounsiow,
Wiest London are "supposed bo do”. They cait
play ball, it's Barbies for them, Not trakning
partners, they are supposed to look for life
partners. Good Indian girls also don't get
enached to master free- kicks, they are taught
boget that perfect brown on their aloo-gobi.

Jess's elder sister is getting engaged, her
mither; the highly-inflammabile Mrs Bhamea,
Is inatizzy, Losing her temper over her daugh-
ter's indifference to festivities at home, she
shouts: "Foothall, shoatball! _. Your sister's
petting engaged and you're watching this
skinhead boy ™ That's when Jess says some-
thing very important bt islost on her mother
- and might have gone over the head of most
rﬂmlls of agirl-child across the globe, world

eaders, especially the Taliban, "Mum, it's
Beckham's comer!” Jess says in helpless ex-
asperation, underlining what the sport and
the sporting star mean to her — the world,

1t's a short dialogue that captures the
essence of the film, explains why one sees
more boys than girls on sporting fields and
also the staggering male-female gap in ath-
letie enelurance that gets used to undermine
women's sport. ABeckham corner, even for a
girl, can be an event to switeh off from the
world around her and get inspirationally
transfixed. [ess and other sporty girls too can
have what are viewed as unreasonable sport-
ing dreams and work towards making them
come trie.

The fact that young girls, like boys, too
weant to rush out of their homes, run in their
lanes, allow the brecae to hit their faces and
have dirt on their feet, is surprisingly lost on
thosewhoset the rules, and make the big calls.
Ifhalfod thisworld is encouraged to kick a ball,
Jumpover a hurdle, shoot anarmow and wies-
Hee o thie mat, whiy ean't the other half do the
same? It's elementary and thus fundamental
to any human's right to equality.

In Afghanistan, women have historically
been systematically ostracised, Things got
wurse when the Talihan returned to power in
2021, Amongg the many tribal doctrines they
putin place was to ask women o cover them-
selves from head o toe and keep away from
sports, besides education, bt was a blow forthe
many Jesses in Afghanistan. If shattered
dreams made a sound, Afghanistan could have
heard their loudest blast around the time the
Taliban were settling in Kabul,

“Thase defying the rubes would be armested,
imprisoned or stoned. OF late, things have
tumed worse, Under the new bizarme infra pol-
icy, no new building can have windows
through which a passer-by can see women.
The windows of existing buildings needed to
be bricked or permanently covered. "Seeing
womenworking in kitchens, incourtyards or
collecting water from wells can lead twob-

RASHEED Kipwal

1M MAY 1999, a storm brougght dewn alarge
tree on the premises of 24 Akbar Road,
Killing an eight-year-obd boy and demaolish-
ing a makeshift termple insicle the Congress
party office, The tree and the temple held a
special significance for the thousands who
thronged 24 Akbar Road, seeking election
tickets. Old-timers recalled the tree had
been there when the Congress office moved
tr 24 Akbar Road in 1978 after the split in
the party. The temple had been constructed
by a holy man from Kamnataka after be had
been given a party ticket. Many ticket aspi-
rants believed that the temple deity and the
tree had the power to grant the fulfilment
of one's political aspirations.

Mast AICC general secretaries rushed out
of their offices wandering how the tree had
fallen inastormthat had kasted a mere 10 min-
wtes When the news meached Sonda late that
migght, the then-AICC chief was visibly upset.
Shewastold the tree hac had a “weak founda-
tion” — its moats had been decaying for long
Same disgruntled party men drew a paraliel
between the fallen tree and the Congress,
elaiming that the tree and the party were
probably of the same age. The tree had ap-
peared ivineilile till it had suddenly collapsed.
The Congress under Sonda in 1999 looked
o, bat its roots were decaying as the party
was then hnlpcln*ly placed in big states such
asUttar Pradesh, Rihar, West Bengal and Tamil
Madu, However, 24 Akbar Road proved the
cynics wrong when the Congress marched

No wonder its women cricketers fled their homeland

scene .u'l\." the Taliban suvt‘rmnrnl

i to have 1. The
Nglmnwunwnmrlwl.cnlullwcnllmrmng
and that's why they fled their homeland.

Nahicka Sapan was the Afghanistan team's
all-rounder and would also do scoring duty
during games, Days after the Taliban takoover,
wihen shewas at the university, her professor
told them the class was over and they all
needed togo home for good. On the depress-
ing trip back, the girls would soe Kalashnikov-
toting Taliban guarding the streets, Sapan
knew that her days of playing cricket were
over, Ina matter of days, women'scricket was
reduced toashes,

That wasn't enough for the Taliban, they
wanted totrack down each woman cricketer.
"I we catch one, we will catch all of them,”
they would proclaim, Sapan and cther crick-
eters changed houses for days before decid-
ing to cross the border to Pakistan, hiding be-
hind their face-covering burqas. From
Pakistan, with international suppart, the brve
sporty Aghan women would fy to Mstralia

Since then, the “numaway™ women crick-
eters from Afghanistan have been in fstralia
as refugees, While covering the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, The Indian Express reporter
Sriram Veera would meet one of them — 21-
year-old Benafsha Hashimi. Her heart-rend-
ing story of courage is about Hashimi going to
impossible lengths and breaths, to keep the
crvcketerin ber alive.

Mot very different from Sapan’s moment
of panic, Hashimi too got an overwhelming
scent of fear within days of the regime
change. Her famity sent her aut to withdraw
cash where the teenager would hear gun-
shots fired by Taliban soldiers near the bank.
Shie lnew it wias time to leave, there was no
chance she could play the sport her late fa-
ther encouraged her to play with his broth-
ers in the street,

Hashimi's home in Kabul was very dif-
ferent from the Bhamra househald, the ane
created by Gurinder in her movie, The
feisty Afghan girl prowdly shared how her
father wasn't like most Afghan males who
longed for sons. "He treated me like a little
princess. .. distributing laddoos when | was
barn. He warted me to study, 'l am a special
one | could do whatever | want' = he

Nahida Sapan was the

Afgha nteam'’s
all-rounder and would also do
scoring duty during games,
Days after th han
takeover, when she was at the
university, her professor told
them the class was over and
they all needed to go home for
goodl. O the depressing trip
back, the girls would see
Kalashnikow-toting Taliban
guarding the streets. Sapan
knew that her days of playing
cricket were over. In a matter
of days, women's cricket was
reduced to ashes. That wast
enough for the Taliban, they
wanted to track down each
woriman ericketer. Tfwe catch
one, we will cateh all of them,
they would proclaim.

CR Sastkummar

wiould tell me.”

ot just thee Eamily, it takes a village to raise
a child with sporting dreams, But not in a
eouintry with regressive anti-wormen decroes
and a waorld not truly committed to wiping
out gender discrimination, That'swhy Afghan
sports wormen coubdn't do what they willed
all their life and though the blame falls
squarcly on the Taliban this time, there are
broader issues. Women only have seasonal
and not fully committed backers who mostly
offerlipservice and practice double standards,

Once again "Support Afghan women
cricketers” is trending, International cricket
will coeme to Pakistan with the Champions
Traphy and this is another chance for the
il beaders to launch into the choris of hal-
low moral support,

The other day UK prime minister Keir
Starmer appealed to the 1CC to follow the boak
ancl ban Afghanistan ericket. Mext was South
Africa's Sports Minister Gayton McKenzie
adding his two bits. *As a man who comes
hunmmlrﬂmlw'-nm<1|hmt|m1lﬂuﬂ~
tor s during Apartheidl it
wuul[lh(']!y|)|xnlmlmv.lllnlnlml:uluﬂc the
other way today when the same is being done
towards women amywhere in the world,” he
wold say,

1t a vald and timely shout-oit for the
Afghan women but why have the influential

WWWINDIANE XPRESS.COM

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“MNepalis were caught unaware by the 2005 carthguake; awarencss programimes

gained momentum in ies aftermath, Predictably, complacency
of time. Not only has recor

the passa
slowed, even basic safety mea

HUFCS AFe

A desti

has crept in with
eruction of carthguake-resilient howses
e, = THE KATHMANDU POST

Ination

and journey

Kumbh Mela is not just a religious
congregation but also a place to
consider the challenges that humanity faces

BY RAM MADHAV

INDIA IS THE land of festivals. The Maha
Buirnibh Mela set to start in the Prayagraj ity
of Uttar Pradesh in the coming woek, is the
festival of festivals. Over A0 ays, this masshe
festival of religion and spirituality attracts
hundreds of millions of devotees from all
across the workd, including tens of thou-
sands of non-Hindus,

Svarni Vivelananda hacl described India

" Dharma-Proana Barate” < Bharat with
dharma as the soul”, Everything, including
the fiestivals, revolves around dharma, For
ease of understanding, we tend to use the
wond refigion for it But where religion is de-
fined as a set of “beliels" in a given goe or a
book, dharmaisa path of continous explo-
ration for self-discovery and purification of
one’s soul.

The religion of Hindus, which is maore a
creed than a faith, insists on scarch and in-
quiry about neble and sacred truth rather
than blind beliek In the Hindu creed, there
are no believers in religion; there are only
ﬂ't‘k(‘ﬁ m truth. \Mlmlnm fan[lmcmap

1o aysaying1f
Iwcm asked to drhnc the Hindu ereed, |
'irmu'ltl simply say: Search after truth

ek dent means. A
hc]lwr|||(-mldntlﬂﬂlmllhlmﬂ'll .|H|r|d||
Hinduism is a reenthess pursuit after truth...
Truth is God Denial of God we have known.
Drenial of truth we have not known.”

Al festivals in Hindu tradition are occa-
sions for soul-searching and truth-seeldng.
The Kumbkh Mela,a 12- ymTIymrs.npmd-
de, isalso one such occasion. R

vent the Amiit from Falling into the hands of
the demons, th divine bird Garda lifted
the pitcher and flew away. Asthe Asurasand
Dievas clashed with each other in pursuit of
the Amrit, which lasted for 12 divine days
eqqual to 12 human years, a few drops of
it fell at four places on carth: Prayagraj,
Haridwar, Nashik., and Ujjain. The Kumbh
Melais held at these four places oncein 12
years, Kumbh means the pitcher, a reference
tor the orb from which the elixir had dropped,

Mthough it began as an assembly of Troly
mien, Kumbh Mela acquired the character of
ve human conggregation over cen-
s tluie to the patronage of successive
rulers across the country like the Nandas,
Guiptas, Cholas and Pallavas. Huen Tsang, the
famous Chinese traveller, had recorded in
his travelogue about attending the festival
in the seventh century. Even some Mughal
an British rubers too were said to have pa-
tronised the massive spiritual congregation
over centuries, In 2017, UNESCO inscribed it
in the Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Hurmanity.

Western warldview looked at mature as
an avenue of exploitation for human good,
wihereas in Hindu tradition, nature is con-
sicened divine and integral to the existenoe
of the unhverse, TheAthana Veda, one of the
Tour Viedas, dedicated one sukta or chapter to
the praiseof the carth, called *Prithi Sukta™,
Secking to instil reverence about Mother
Earthand nature, the Prithvi Suleta dedared:
“Muta Prithvi: Putroham Prithoah” < mean-
ing, “this earth is rmy mother, and Lam her
offspring™. All Hindu festivals, including
Kumbh Mela, are designed to reldndle that
s st of sacredness about nature in the hu-
man consciousness.

Mega festivals like Kumbh Mela are not
Just religious congregations meant for di-
vine blessingsfor individuals. They are sup-
posed to be theeccasions for contemplation
and inguiry into the challenges that human-
ity faces and finding answers to them. Over
the last few centuries, the Hindu religious
and social order Im hmnm Il:lhdrsu and
increasingly o F o

workd were bom mostly through prophets
and sacred books. But the creed of Hindus
wias born through a "Bhodra lecha” = “be-
nign wish" of the sages for "Ablyudaya” —
“ywelfare and we libeing in this life and here-

after”. Hindu history tells that the sages of

global leaders allowed the Taliban govern-
ment to implement anachronistic policies,
starting with barring education? And ina
case of terrible timing, India, disregarding
Afghanistan's gender apartheid, has ex-
tended a helping hand to the war-torn
country and met officials of the Taliban gov-
ermment. The irony is hard to miss, While
the political class continues to remain blind
to the Taliban way, it wants 1CC to come
down heavily on Afghanistan cricket.

1t's a pity that we live in a complex word
thatis governed by many-layered geopolitics.

The world has failed Afgghanistan's girls and

women. All that the Sapans, Hashimis and
thesr cricket sisters wanted wis to nanintheir
lanes, let the brecae hit their faces, dirty their
feet and swing the ball like Megan Schutt. Or
simply, “Bend it lile Bumrah™,

sandeepdwivedi@expressindic.com

The fallen tree on Akbar Road

As the Grand Old Party gets a new house, tales from its old address

forward onto bwo back-to-back clectoral suc-
ceses in 2004 and 2000,

24 Akbar Road was not Indira's choice on
January 1, 1978, when the then Congress pres-
ident, K Brahmananda Reddy announced that
she had been expelled from the party. Reddy
had the support of many powerful leaders
such as ¥ B Chavan, Vasantdaca Patil and
Swaran Singh, The OWC met at the residence
of Maragatham Chandrasekhar at 3 Janpath,
Twvelve out of 24 members siched with Indira,
Bt the AICC chief was not in an accomimo-
dating moocd. Buta Singh, A P Sharma, GK
Moopanar, Syed Mir Gasim, Maragatham
Chandrasekhar and Budh Priya Maurya,
miarched to Reddy's house to challenge
Indira's expulsion. Buta, who was formerly
with the Akali Dal, spoke harshily to Reddy, de-

mianding to know how Nehru's daughter

contld be expelied from the Congress,

Though she was greatly pained to lose her

party'simvaluable archives, whenshe returned
tor power with a thumpdng majoriey in 1980,
Indira refused to stake a claim on 7 Jantar
Mantar: "l have built the party from scratch,
ot anee, but twice. The new office premises

will rejuvenate the party rank and file for

decades,” she told her politician son Sanjay
wha broached the subject of returning to 7
Jantar Mantar,

This was not 24 Aldar Km(l s first birush

ment for human rights and demecracy in
Myanmar | the erstwhile Burma) Sui Kyl was
barely 15 when she arved at 24 Alchar Road
with her mother, Daw Khin Kyi, Aung San's
widow, whowas appointed Myanmar's am-
bassador to ndia. 24. f\khll Road was named
[Busrma House by Jawal -

ancl the residential block, which has dozens
of Jw-roof strictures that house the party
dearummcharis and their families.

Mast of these constructions should have
been declared iegal, but successive political
reggimes have looked the other way, Each time
Congress hi, the urban development

pecial status, The
swin Lutyens between
1911 and 1925 was regarded as a singular ex-
amphe of British colonial architecture and a
masterpiece of early modemism.

Sunt Ky wwas a young gid when she chose
for herselfl the room that was later occupied
by Rl Ganelhiin his capacity as general sec-
retary of the All India Congress Committee
(ABCC). She picked the room because it had a
e plana, Yearslater, while under house ar-
rest in a dilapidated lakeside habitation on
University Avenue in Rangoon, Suu often
played the plano for long hours to reieve the
de pression of her confinement.

During Narasimbia Rao, Sitaram Kesrl and
Somia Gancihi's tenures as AICC heac, 24 Akbar
Read changed in appearance. Its eight rooms
expanded to thirty-four. While the rain bun-
gabow remained moneor bess intact, it had five
ancillary portions added to it Office-bearers
lounge about by a neary-depleted library, At
the bdlkm the house stands a row of more
th ONSATUC | during the P

ha R - Then there are two

with history. For in 1961,
it had host ko Aung San Suu K)'l,N:'th
laureate and leader of the non-violent move-

v
Bilocks of outhouses, a square of 10rooms that
accommodates most of the secretarial staff,

o housing mingster made ita point toprove his
Toyalty bry berscing and flouting rules even fur-
thertolet 24 Akbar Road expand from within,

The period between 19781960 w.n:lm;h

yore had com again and again, to
contemplate and deliberate on the mean-
g and purpose of “existence”, and out of
those deliberations emerged the "benign
wish™ for creating a worldview based on
principles of universal good. That became
the Dharma or creed of Hindus.

Kumbh Mela too began millennia agoas
anesuchoocasion when the saints and sages
came together for wee ks todeliberate an the
dharma. Like in any other religion, myths
abaund in Hindutsm too. The word “myth™
sometimes evokes negative reactions in
Inchia, whereas in the sphere of religion glob-
ally, myths are the stories of yore, notviewed
lmm the htmdt)' of Irulh and falsehood.

Onesuch

uals and the past. As a result, India's contri
bution to the work! s contemporary wisdom
became increasingly small,
“Tocay, when thewarld is faced with eco-
nomic dullnsn aTSIers ane wmghl fram
Forum;
and when it rumr’ilu challenges of dimate,
weturntothe COPseries of conferences, The
selutions that these Western-clominated in-
stitutions offer are not very different from
wiha traditional nclian wisdom can offer. For
example, the WE amoting the idea of
“stabeholder capitalism' as an answer to pres-
ent=day challenges, It is not much different
fram the concept of “dharmakarta in ancient
Inelian thought. Similary, India can offer bet-
ter answers to humanity's challenge of cli-
mate tha the COP surmimits that facus morne
om setting limits on climate destruction and
settling dernands for climate financing,
The UP government deserves praise for
hmllnglhc "Kumbh Global Summit on
|

1l\:u|ym|:l.mmm ficance
of Kurnbh Mela in the contest of the battle
between Devas — gods — and Asuras —
demons = for owning “Amirit™ = the holy
elixir. At the end of “Samudr Manthana” —
churning of the oceans, jointly undertaken
by the gods and demans, when the holy
elixiremerged — acompetition enipted be-
twvieen the two groups to capture it, To pre-

ility and Development” as part of
the Mela this year to offer an lndic vision for
climate mitigation. India should take the
lead in offering guidance to the world in
shaping the future on the hasis of Eastern
wisdorm, Festivals like Kumbh can be agreat
occasion for that,

The wiiter, president, India Foumdation, s
with thhe BT Viewss are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DELHI & KABUL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Engaging
Talibar’ (IE, January 10}, Last year, India
signed a 10-year deal wath LIS sanctions-
hitlran tooperate the Chabahar port. The
move aimed to boost India's trade links
with Afghanistan and Central Asia and

WAIT AND WATCH

THIS TS TO the editorial, Fight for
capital’ {[E, January 93 AAP may find it-
self on a sticky wicket vis-a-vis the BJR.
Congress is incependenty contesting and
is likely finishing at the bottom, as was
the case n:zﬂl 3 and 2020 The BJP had
inallseven Lok Sabl it

Iypass the ports of Karachi and Gwad

in Palcistan. Chabahar abso figured in the

talks between Vikram Misd and

Mamlawd Amir Khan Muttagi. [t appears

that Inchia has realised that the Taliban is

going nowhere. For better or worse, it's
hi it

for Congress, But Buta's i
helped. All visiting party lmtlrn were rr-
quested to"donate” money bo the new party.
Buta alse ook the lead in organising meals
when visiting party members were hungry, If
'Iwwu\stwndr.nh.Ihll.nwulthuwllyf
for Gurdhwara Rangla Sahib and bring leigar.
Often, Buta would walk across the rmad to 2
Motilal Nehru Marg, the residence of
Khurshed Alam Khan, son-in-law of former
president Zakir Hussainand father of Sakman
Khurshicl, whao later served as AKCC office-
beearer at 24 Aldsar Road, This mild-mannered
management graduate from Umwr\lly sr1
| his Farmily I
mglsrhclp Nmm.lﬂyl]v:y]alrhlxml.c non-
| s
dll[l shorbas, but IIII-,'wuuldanchleln
freshly grown intheirkitchen garden to cater
o the vegetarians,

Kiclwi i5 o fournalist and
authoraf 24 Akbar Road

epaper.lndlanexpreslmm.. .

toengage

Khilean Das, Kkt

TOthe editoral,'Engaging
l].mu.lry 10 Alghanistan is
geopolitically important, and India’s nu-
anced engagement with Kabul reflects
the new regional realities, The talks
jpanve thee way for cooperation in hurnan-
itarian aid, connectivity and financial
support, However, any attempt to nor-
malise relations must not come at the
cost of India's seourity, human rights,
and the Taliban's ties to insurgent
groups operating in Pakistan. India's
commitment to helping the Afghan
people remains strong, But we should
nast forget that this is a regime that has
shown little regard for the rights of
waormen and minoities.
Sal

injay Chopara, Mahiol

(Iunngl hie 2024 general elections despite
Corggress and AAP putting upa joint fight.
Allwe cando now iswatch how the par-
tiescarmpaign and wait for the Dedhi voe-
ers todecide who will govern them.

5K Gupta, New Lvelf

BJP'S DOUBLESPEAK
THI ERS TO the article, Terms of in-
clusion' (1E, January ). Projecting PM
Muodi's participation in Christrmas Day cel-
eheations as anoutreach to the Chii
cammunity is problematic, particularly
in light of the Sangh Parivar's continued
campaignagainst minoity communities.
Itis reflected in reportsof harassment and
assaults on muns and priests, vandalisa-
tion of places of worship, and disnuption
of prayers, all of which eceur mioee in B
ruded states, These incidents have risen
since 2004, when the Madi-led BJP came
to pewver. 1t would be wise for the BJPto
addlress this mistreatment of minorities
|)l'1IJIl‘lL|l|!l|luL||!\ll]!|Xlrl them,
Murmu, New Dellid
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Cong is mainly to blame
for crisis in INDIA bloc

he INDLA bloc is facing a threat of extinction because it may have

outlived its usefulness, The alliance formed with the sole purpose

of defeating the BJI in the Lok Sabha elections and continued at

least into the Maharashtra elections where reasons for disbanding
the alliance came aElents in the results. Most of the problem is of the bloc's
own making as its big component of reglonal parties was bound to go for
the delete button after the general elections,

Congress Party, which sees itself as the natural leader of the group
as the only national party among a bunch of units of regional satraps, was
bound to struggle to retain its hold. It was never in such a strong position
a8 to dietate what the ideclogical thrust or o common minimum pro-
gramme should be, It was always unlikely that any of the mlzmn.n] arthes
witld wish to encourage the Congress as a national political foree beyond
its current spheres of influence in some states.

The \mr{ idea of INDIA is being challenged now by at least four major
allies in the 8P, TMC, the Shiv Sena (UBT) and NC. All of them may have
seen the Congress move to contest the Delhl Assembly elections as not
being in conformity with the idea of a united Opposition. Given the AAP's
strength in Delhi where it has ruled for 10 years and is seeking a third

term, it was a misadventure on the part of the
The very idea of Congress to have put its oar in the water to test
the tide of public opinion.

The principal problem with the basic con-
struct of the logie of a united Opposition was
that it was solely to bring the BJI' down rather
than alleglance to any broader principles of
social justice or saving the economy pro-
gramme. There were few meetings held beyond
tackling the compulsions of seat arrangements
in polls in most of which the Congress was only
a junior partner. Where the Congress had a
separately have etrungpll'mn:.ﬁhllkn- l|11_Ha1'yn||aﬁil ?aw 1 e

rked them. tonegotiate with seats for seat sharing.
I allof The Congress had more gains from the Lok
Ssh'ha polls than its allies as it also landed the p-net of Leader of the
aithon in Psr'ILmMnt after gaining seats from below 54 to near 100, It
m c ar encugh then that leaders like Omar Abdullah and Tejashwi Yadav,
ho see the Congress as a junior ally in their states, are calling for dis
banding the INDIA bloc or reviving it only before the next general elec-
tHoms i 2029,

Stung.Iw being abandoned by allies ahead of the Delhi Aammbl; polls in
which it s expected to findsh behind the AAP and the BJP, which are the
principal contestants in the national caj lplm] now, the (‘mﬁmw might have
to reconcile to a lesser role, not only in an essential unistic
alliance but also in a consensus approach to the bigger national issues that
are hound to come up in Parllament.

The differences that cropped mp in the bloc over whether to let
I’alllamnfnt funetion. the question of criticism of EVMs rather than accept-

%‘ Il results and latent resentment against the rale of Rahul Gandhi as

ave gone to show how quickly cracks can develop in such an alliance
lhat was hased primarily on elactoral aspirationsa. The Cumgv:ns' ambition
toseek a higher place as a national party by contesting the Delhi elections
has led to this existential erisis in the INDIA bloc.

Work smarter, keep life ‘balance’

arsen and Toubro is known for its construction prowess in India. It
been one of the companies that engineers dream to begin their
careers in. Some of the best engineers have come out of this compa: &
However, the company's only mnme today, going by its chairman 8.
Subrahmanyan's remarks, a) 8 to be to transform its employvess into
robots in an age and time u'm:n :hL- world is racing towards turning robats
into humans.

Mr Subrahmanyan's promotion of & S0-hour weelk for his employees and
his disdainful remarks on the private lives of his employees are unbecom-
ing for an official of his stature and experience. He appears to be living in
elghteenth century Europe where the industry considered labour as a
mere factor of production, disregarding the fact that labour is a collactive
For societal human beings.

According to the International Labour m&mnlsaﬂnn (ILOY), the average
working hours of Indian men is 49 hours and 54 minutes, the sixth highest
in the world. If one believes in Subrahmanyam's argument that longer
working hours is key for development of the country, Bhutan, Lebanon,
Lesotho, and Pakistan who supersede India in terms of longer working
hours would have been wealthier than India.

Mr Subrahmanyan and others like him must understand that today's
tnch—na\\?f world requires smart individuals and not those who toll in the
office or factory floor for 90 hours a week. Being at the apex of the organi-
sation with a monetary compensation that is 534 times more than an aver-
age salary of an employee in his company, Mr Subrahmanyan cannot pre-
sent himself as an examphe to emulate.

After Mr Subrahmanyan's statement kicked up a fury on social media,
L&T issued a statement trying to defend its chairman as a person w who
wants to shape India's future. However, the person who drafted that mes-
sage on behalf of Mr Subrahmanyan appears to have forgotten that the
family forma the core of the Indian civilisational ethos.
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To Kumbh or not to Kumbh:

12 years, 3 rivers, 1 holy dip

o Kumbh or not

Kumbh —

that is the gques-

ton. 12 years. 3

rivers. 1 holy

dip®. Thats what a full-
page newspaper ad for
Sploadet states, with the
standard visual of an
elderly sadhu blowing a
conch, eyes shut, beard
Aowing. rudrakhsh malas
around  his neck  and
wrists. He is clearly mid-
dublc, and  entirely
immersed in a meditative

trance.

Around him a bunch of
man are getting ready to
take the plunge in the ke
cold waters of the three
rivers at [’mF a). The
Maha Kumbh is here! And
for the next month, the
meadia will be in overdrive
featuring similar images
of haly men in saffran con-
verging at this historic
site to experience some-
thing so profound and
inspdring, the wa1ch1ng

pcl or to skip? My memo-
vies of being at the last
Maha Kumbh remain
wivid and enthralling. No
matter how much you
vead up on the Kumbh, no
matter how many docu-
mentaries you watch or
what others tell you, to
understand and appreci-
ate Kumbh, you have to be
there yourself. And when
you do make it, remember
not to judge anyone or
mEthlng. Just surrender,
Tall yourself how hlessed

you are to be a tiny, tiny,
entirely ohscure part of a
life transforming event
that demonstrates the
power of faith in motion.
Looking back, 1 feel my
Kumbh love affair wan
te and deeply
filling. To go hacl al'lnr
nearly a guarter century,
that much older and far
meave jaded, would dilate
the romance, I'd rather
stick to the images
imprinted on my imagina-

thom, even if they ave aver-
romanticised and exagger-
atedly  dramatic.

K does that to you.
Amd you don't have to be a
veli 5 freak to appreci-
ate its magnificence.

Om o more mundane but
cortainly alamming note, [
am keying in this column
with twa mnnlm covering
my mouth and nosa,
Mumbal has been in the
irip of the wedrdest weath-
er dur ing the last fortnight
— cold and drippy one
day, hot and sultry the
nm:l This has resulted in

ike in respivato-
ry mndwlnnn whmwry
one coughing and com-
laining of acute breath-

g problems. Now comes
this scary repart that the
toxicity in the air in

umbai has worsened
from what it was before
the Covid1# pandemie.
The PM25 levels peak dur-
ing the winter months,
leading to major emergen-
cies in the megapalis:
Mumbal is reeling right
now. Combine that with
the unwelcome arrival of
another unknown demon
— HMPV. In our family
a]nnu hardly anybosd:

.Y “"I LB'-E

bnun s llng bongz bouts:
of ﬂmptm that suggest
& coulkd be some-

thi I.eb“ |r5r|

ing less terr
nglmnu

\-lruwmrkl m.l.rn'mmll:r

m{n knows?
%rm hitive cost of the
Respiratory BioFire test s
betwesn 25K and 30K,
Simce young children are
the ones miost by
the deadly virus, parents
are in ie mode, rush-
s to hunpilah i
they snll'ﬂ.em'
Dr T. Jacob .In'hll ‘med-
k:a] virologist and vaceine
expert Vallore,
insists that there should
b nio comparison betwesn
HMPY dﬂd Covid-18. The

low fatality rate and pei-

Looking back, |
feel my Kumbh
love affair was
complete and
deeply fulfilling. To
go back after
naarly a quarter
cantury, that much
older and far more
jaded, would dilute
the romance.

marlhl sm:ctq the very
K the elderly.
Well, sl'lm'mems.wd.wsn
tation caused by Covid-19,
it's undevstandable that
nobady wants to take a
chanee.
I am shakily 1ns|l||g m
attend the most wond
AKLF Lit Fest in Ii.ul]ma
and Wld.mhaﬁe which pal-
luted city will be worse for
health — mental and
hysical — Mumbai or
ta. If some obscure
wirus does not fell me in
my own city, will Kolkata
veverse my fate? The
vaaa tavaran in Didi's “City
of Smog” 1 & downer, but 1
s0 bove my &l trips to
“Cal". Funny how one
automatically shifts gears
on landing and  gently
wafts into ancther ara.
Lavely how the folks in
Kolkata are in no hurry to
catch uFlet'h the rest of
I riget the workd.
They happily live in a
Hme warp thal lulls them
into believing " Aasl Eeoaz
Wadl", when it so obvious-
ly fsn't! Delulun Didi —
how da you do it¥?
In  Mumbai, Jmhnn
Sld.dlqul son of slain
bcal leader Baba Siddig
is demandi ans\wls m
some  slgniflcant  gues-
thons about the brazen
murder that left people
fuming over the so-called
“investigationa” by the
cops, Zeeshan wants to
know how and why the
Crime Branch ruled out
the SRA (Slum
Ibuhsbllllntkm Authority}
angle and arvived at mis-
leading conelusions about
his father's killing at
int-blank range, all -
¥ by the Bishnol L?:S.
The three motives DF thu
killers, say the mﬁ
pTImanlv Baba S d:qum
close  association  with
actor Salman Khan, the

gangs aim to establish
sup:\elm{ in Mumbai,
and finally to extort
money from Hully'wmd
blgwips and business peo
ple. Mobody belleves t'hn
oops. That's how low their
reputation  has  fallen.
Zeeshan has not publicly
namesd the builders he sus-
pects are behind the assas-
sination, but all of them
are named in his state-
ment. Citlzens are with
#eeshan on this — it is
widely believed the Crime
Branch s protecting the
gﬁwmﬁ] builders” lobby.

e theories doing the
rounds are hair-vaising,
leaving the question
of how blatantly eompro-
mised our cops ave. And if
the cops are indeed shield-
ing the builders, we also
know who the itical
patroms of these bullders
are — has Zeeshan dared
to narme them? Cops do not
work in isolation. They
follow orders.  Whose
orders were they follow-
Ingz in this case?

Mever a dull moment in
Mank: Mumbal. Which s
samiething [ love about my
chty. It keeps us all on our
toes, wondering which
calamity may cateh us off
guard and when. The
recent ease af two vehicles
with identical numbar
plates being intercepted in
fromt of the jeonic Taj
Mahal Palace Hotel has

i gt s wonder-
ing. The version put out
by the cops does not add
up. Apparently, one of the
dvgl\-'u?'s was ‘j;hm:ked to
find an identical car with
the same number plate
cruising past. He aberted
the cops who showed up
and marched off bath the
drivars to Colaba palice
station. The cops claim it
‘was nathing more sinister
than & car loan gone
wrong. Really? What are
the odds of these two
“identical” cars being in
the axart same avea, and,
wonder of wonders, get-
ting caught? Who was in
thioee two cars, besbdes the
drivers?

More drama coming up.
The Theatre of the Absurd
never disappoints a hun-
ary audbence!

.‘nm;rwlrm;d.l'z'
obliaale; Twi
hsndk.' nrl'}c&nhhse

LETTERS

NATURE'S WARNING

The fire in Los Angeles has
gone out of control and
spread to five areas in
California, namely Palisades,
Eaton, Kenneth, Hurst, and
Lidia. It has destroyed
10,000 structures, including
celebrity homes, and taken
10 lives thus far, Even after
the deployment of 961 fire-
fighting trucks and 40 heli-
copters, the fire is spreading
rapidly. Incidents of looting
of houses have made the
task of the authorities even
mare challenging. According
to the European C35 scale,
the observed temperature
has eclipsed the 1.5°C warm-
ing barrier for the first time.
R.S. Narula
Patiala, Punjab

LOCAL EDU NEEDS

1'WOULD like tr address the recent sug-
gestian in the UGC Draft (‘md.ellnu AL,
which states that the UGC has the authar-
Il) o override state povernments in the

1|m11.e|1I I‘mnf Vl.c:mﬂmmut oes in |iml
wmstu i an 1l pxa)mwe

licy raises conoerns

summm)‘odus.ln gmmnm1u and their
rale in higher education povernance.
University administration s inherently
linked fo regianal governance, and state
governments often passess o nuanoed
m&umurﬂhg of I.o-m]r mlu.celam\al. mﬂeds
a

erefire,
tion of such appolntments coudd under-
mine the decemtralisation of power,
nntla]])‘ disi iomal inter-
W nﬁa hfcnrsg'mlc Anstitu-
linm thrive |'H| 4 balance of autonamy
and cooperation between state and

national bodies,

Ahmed Raza Manuu
Hyderabad

SELFISH ALLIANCE

THIS REFERS ta the news repart “Wind
up INDIA hlu:k iF oaly for LS be palls:
Ohmar” {January 10). The comnwnt made
by Jammau and Kashmir chief m:nlaber
Ormar Al warrants sariow
eration. If the AAP and legmaa mﬂlln
un ta fight with each other and show no
‘cardiality, the INDLA bloc be bet-
lnr‘ wnund up for it unnecessary shakes
the confidence of voters. Ever since it was.
formeed, these stresses and strains have
been nccunmg as the bes lack sali-
darity. The INDIA bloc, [ am wery sarry to
say, is making itsell a laughing stock
because it is clear that it is not 'nnined by
either o commean agenda or

upta
Kolkata

Dhondy

Cabbages
& Kings

Why is Elon Musk

giving support to
sexual predators &
‘groomers’ in UK? &=

“Birds the and twitfor
Their mun};hmfvnmm Imesic's litter

swish
Vegetation making & wish?™
— From Hag-Kal Baddihapheen, by Bachchoo

orhaps Elon Musk in his dreams alters his
name te Klon Musketeer nnd. Illne (hwe
valdmtu bemre him, gnea chal :E

E‘m Musl kwllm? Snrry I

my literary references mixed up nowadays.

flE(ml:sm'pszing Inlhu,ge ttering on

make a point. We usea
ttwwumhntahu:whlch suffice.

Musk says heist the free-speech bullshitter

exuw'llgw;mim.'l‘me. da i
n last year a deran, toenagar in
mu:ﬂmad.w three ng drefy

§ Kl children in a
dance chass, rlghl wing anti-immigrant and anti-
Muslim provocateurs to attack and
even burn down the the govern:
ment housed asylum They also urged
attacks on all Muslims,
Riots resulted and brave Elon, thousands of
miles a in the United States, characterised
the fascistic riots as “civil war". Maybe he has

nner heard ol"?ll\ﬁlr Qﬁ;rlwell arﬁiéamw
vead tweets on X rather than, toeveky's
novels, Te each his =L

Musk has no business or stale in Britain's pm

st or future but he audaciously assumes to

Just express mendaclous and medd]ingopd.:dun.a.

k{uﬁwﬁe%&umduplﬂnm
attacking Labour government &

Prime Minister,

That he is againnl the Labour Party govern-
ment of Britain is not surprising. Over the last
gar. Imv‘]ng endorsed i Trump for

he has kept the company of N
Farage, lmderuIL'KnMrlymReum'w It
“ﬂf i Exml:li.rrlm pta] d madeclamd
using its rant an
bﬁlﬁmﬂmm ande]lgn stance, to overtale
the Tories, now led by Kemi Badenoch, the
hter of Nigerian immigrants, in the forth.
mngelectm

Musk declared that he would help Fai

this by giving him and the Reform Party &

dollars. That was a fow weeks ago. Since then,
however, the mm:lunnhip has. ruptured
Why? [T theather side of

the Atlantie, had decnneﬂ that ane Tommy
Robinson, a British l'mclﬂ llug who has bean
contempt of

jailed for lying accusa
thons InalateenugESyl'Jun th, isa " oliti:
cal prisoner” and should imime ately

released.

Even supporters of Farage's Reform Part
would ha]E at this d.m'l::lgm of Tommy
‘whose real name is Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, a

m was quick to distance himsell from
Muak & nansensical demand,

Musk, this self-anointed apostle of free speech,
doean’t lik to be contradicted and he immed iate:
ly denounced Farage as unfit to be the leader of
Reform, intending that such a r:nton X would
mubl.line I!Eﬂnnn memb-em to ditch his former
friend. As P.G. Wi wﬂd Ay “0 the
troops of Midian prowl] and prow
So, gentle reader, to the latest I.ylng mltol’
lmcal, delusio n bil-
um""“""““jm il calod Joe P, omo
orBrllninstitm th‘.“und.aﬂum
phan of wormen' lrlghln courageous defi
ar over decades of \dmrmufumnlunddnmemc
abse, “a raj IF ﬂd
Why? Wel ahoutmunrmltmmm
t that in Rotherham, Telford, Ondord and
:lduinﬂngundgungaufmmurhklmni
anEn WEDE [ITO0M! white, vulnerable
rg un uslrg them in ways that
can be ulled.. unﬂera;n;r definition, The
the then of the
Pmueculiun Service, Keir Starmer,
appodnted a8 Muslim to investigte, pursue and

towns

Were ap| prosac
There were mumercus enguirles initiated by

loeal povernment councils in the (uwnn whene

the operated enguiring into
failure ﬂ:em!ofmelge\'m mdt.he&il\me

of the police to prevent or apprehend the erimi-
nal groomers.
The most significant of these enguirbes was led

Merf;A.laansy whise comprehensive report
in e made over 20 recommendations to pre-
verit and. tackle such abuse. The Conservative
Party was then in povernment. They did

shsnlulalym nbuul the Ray engquiry recoim:
hwmmMuak n from some retreat in the
U8, and by his comviction that

“Muslims" are criminally omsible for this
mndheluvhur calls for a national inguiry into
erdsll I.ngr . The current leaders of

the Tor! back up his calls for
such & nathonal ingul

e hﬁ'lrénym forward and cat-
=avs that any new irg\&n‘ wtild be
procrastination and demand,

mensdations af her | which the v
ctnment bsoie ¥ gnare, shou “”’E.%“
mented now!

Dusk has then resorted to the abanlutely false

claim that Keir Starmer, when he led the Crown
Pmnacu o Servlne had instructed the police

ol ngs as this would
sllenm Muslim votes. il l_:%gu T

is ns true as the

“fact” that Elon Musk, Donakd and Nigel

Egluveaﬂmnwrhdmh]um are agents

of Jeas Philips has, after Musk's nasty epi-

deranged demand that she be sent to

prlsm:. suffered renewed threats to her
and life. Her omse was that Musk

ocantrate on g\e himself to M.m and

there — ing to be conoat
ahmnmewﬂﬁnufm‘l.dmmpe victims.

d comn-
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EDITORIAL

A burning reality

alifornia is noterious for its fierce wild-

fires, but the fires raging through Los

Angeles county lhig?anu;lrv appear

like a new kind of nightmare. Hitherto,
fires in winter have conventionally been scarce in
the region. But now the trend seems to be on a
reversal path, taking the form of a grimmer real-
ity. The death toll has towched the double-digit
figure and is still counting, Over 10,000 homes
and buildings have been gutted in flames, and
nearly 180,000 people are forced to evacuate,
with lakhs others awaiting the same fate. Behind
this highly lethal chaos lies a dangerous blend of
climate dmnﬁe, human negligence, and unpre-
dictable weather patterns,

The Santa Ana winds—dry and hot winds com-
monly associated with wildfires in the region—
have been stronger than usual this time around,
whipping flames across parched landscapes at
speeds of up to 100 mph. Though a direct link has
not been established between the fires and Santa
Ana winds in the present case, they are the most
likely causal factor, Add months of drought to the
equation, and the lush greenery from Last year's
rains has turned into dry fuel. ThLIin]:emmnnn.
where extreme wet spells are quickly followed by
dry ones, has become alarmingly frequent in the
U5, Some sclentists have teemed it “weather whip-
lash” It is, in fact, yet another sign of the havoc
climate change is wreaking on planet Earth. The
link to climate charnge is undeniable. Rising global
temperatures are drying out the air and the sodl,
making fires more intense and harder to contral.
According to certain experts, the idea of a "fire sea-
son” no longer applies in California because fires
have now become a year-round threat.

Human actions, too, have played their part. One
of the fires, the Kenneth Fire, is believed to have
been caused by arson. Other fires in the past have
been started by faulty power lines or sparks from
poerly maintained infrastructure. It is also notable
that anthropogenic factors themselves are the big-
st trigger behind climate change which i exac-
erbating such fires and a host of other disasters.
However, it is not just about how the fires stant—it is
about how prepared the concerned authorities are to
fight them. Low water pressure in fire hydrants has
reportedly hampered effoets to save homes, leaving
. ities angry and firefigh 1

The cost of these fires transcends far beyond
the destruction they leave in their wake. The eco-
nomic damage is immense, with insured losses
expected to hit billions. For families that have lost
their homes, the trawma of displacement is only the
beginning of a preloaged erisis. Despicably, inci-
dents of looting in evacuated neighbourhoods have
added to their distress. How humanity responds
to 2 crisis prassi Iy, coldly or ad |
defines the trajectory of recovery. Negative
responses from fellow humans bring the morale
down and compound the challenge of rebuilding
lives from scratch. Making matters worse, politi-
cians are already trading blame. President-elect
Donald Trump has criticised Los Angeles” fire pre-
paredness, while state officials are struggling to
muobilise enough resources to tackle the crisis. With
at Jeast 7,500 firefighters already battling the flames
and reinforcements arriving from other states, it is
evidently clear that the system is already stretched
thin in California.

It wout be wrong to say that Californias wild-
fires are far maore than mere natural disasters—they
are a warning for a devastating future. If humans
doart st en g]im-.lte change, invest in resilient infra-
structure, and rethink how to build and live in fire-
prone areas, these tragedies will only become mose
frequent and routine. The fires tearing through the
regloa are a painful reminder that humans are run-
ning out of time to confront the crisis staring them
in the face.

A PIVOTAL MOMENT

This refers do the news report "Afghanisian no threat

fo any nation, its FM tells Budia”, It s taken India a
while to realise that the Talibar are going nowhere. They
are here to stay, for better or worse, and its worthwhile
o engage with them rather than wait interminably for
the o of de in Afjhani A the
Taliban, though <ill deprived of international legitimacy,
are making their presence felt by gairing the support of
key regional players. Againat the backdrop, the mesting
Between India’s Foreign Secretary Vikeam Misei and
Taliban’s acting Foreign Minister Anir Khan Metagi

int Duehai on Wealnesday marks a pivotal moment for
Bilateral ties as well as multilateral equations, New Delli
has signalled that its strategic and economic interests will
take precedence over everything else. Last pear, Tnclia Jad
thermbed its sose at the US-led West by signing a 10-pear
cleal with sanclions-Tit Iran to operate the Chabafur
port. The rove wits aimed no anly at boosting Indiak
trade links with Afghanistan and Cerndral Asia but also
Bypassing the ports of Karachi and Gwadar in Pakistan.
Chabahar figured in the Misri-Muttagi talks too,

with its potential use for sending hursasitarian aid to
Afhanistan being vital for New Dells goodwill mission.

— KHOKAN DAS, KOLKATA via email

L i comiuempostin

i e bl o the i an sand fhem o
litter Zeditor.mp(gmil.som. o can sha send past worsments s The Exle,
M P, Proay Bhaowan, § Babosde Shoh Zalar Marg, New Delbi 110002

DearEditor /

SHUTAPA PAUL

The digital

age has been

a double-
edged sword
— while it has
democratised
the broadcast
of news ensuring
that more
people watched
real stories,

it has also
heightened the
lack of safety
of independent
journalists

NABANITA GHOSH

Ensure safety of the Fourth Estate

‘erels an uniold secret
of mainstream jour-
malism  —  much
of the omnpel]iu:s
ground reports that shock an
awe the audience llalppen due
1o the tenacity of local reparters
ar as they are called, “siringers”
These freelancers are indepen-
dent journalists who lialson
between the behemoth media
house reporter and the news
story. They have all the insights,
tips, leads, as well as knowhow
to traverse tricky terrain and
unsafe ground. More often than
not, i's these free agents, with a
tip over byperdocal happenings,
al‘&mmﬂﬁreak"nf&w;
credit however, is 12ken by the
media house and its well-paid,
swashbuckling journalistic rep-
resentative. Mukesh Chandra-
kar, from Bastar, was one such
independent journalist; his life
tragically cut short while doi
bis o -

The advent of the digital
age carne a8 4 boon to jour-
malists such as Mukesh. They
could run their own YouTube
channels highlighting issues
that were of lmpoet. Tn gﬁite
of casual dramaties, several of
these YouTube news channels
fizature impactful news stories,
msany that would never make
it 10 3 mainstrearn news chan-
nel. Between advertisements,
celebrity anchor-driven shout-
ing fests, and national news, is
there ever air-time for lssues
that aifect the common man?
As the ever-increasing tus-
ale plays out between editorial
and marketing departments for

blishing space, in ndent
{::d:s hm?ml:\erged ::';ebmatls
of fresh air. And while many of
these journalists may be miss-
ing the finesse of trained pro-
fessionals, they rarely amit out
on journalistic ethics and tenets
of reporting,

India has consistently fared
pooely on media freedoms and
Jjournalist safety indices. As per
the 2024 Weeld Press Freedom
Index, released hz{ Reporters
‘Without Borders (RSF), India
ranks an abysmal 15% out of
184 eountries (it has improved

As per the 2024 Warld Press Freed

il 159 ot of

Press safety continues to be an area of concern in India highlighted once again
by the unfortunate killing of independent journalist Mukesh Chandrakar

its previous year's score by two
saiks). In July 2024, global press
Body, the International Press
Institute (IPT) urged the Indian
government Lo prioritise press
freedom and safety. The 1P1
stated that press freedom had
“deteriorated dramatically” in
the last decade highlighting the
weaponizing of Unlawiul Activ-
ities Prevention Act (UAPA)
and Information Technology
{IT) Act to censor and event
arrest journalisss while also not-
inng the prodifeestion of newfan-
gled spyware such as “Pegasus”
1o snoop of journalists, Wor-
rylngly, Isdia ranks as the 12%
worst nation in the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists’ (CPT}
2023 ienpunity index; whereln
journalist murders and attacks
are mostly likely te go unpun-
ished. CP] notes that India
has been on this list every year
since the commencement of the
index, along with Somalia, Irag,
Mexico, the Philippines, and
Pakistan.

Today, the influencer jowr-
nalists may be bigger than the
story;a faet that viclates the tra-
ditsonal m‘egg of journalism.
While they aften face vitriolic
attacks via ealine trolls and ram-
pant threats, we hear lintle shaut
the sbuse faced by reporters in
tier I and 111 India and hear
st abowt their deaths; in nsany
senses, they never get a s
chance or live to tell their tale.
Mukesly, for instance, was found
dead in 2 septic tank for report-
ing about alleged corruption
involving a road construction
project. That's how dangerous
Lifle can be for reporters i sasall

ple watched real stories, it has
also beightened the lack of safety
of independent journalisss, whe
now thanks to the expansive
reach of digital platforms are
able e make a greater dent.

OF course, we know that
law and order & a state subject.
And obviously, when people like
Mukesh are mercilessly killed, i's
for the state government of the
day {in this case the Chhattis-
garh government) to intervene
and allay fears. As per fellow
Jourmnalists, Mukech had been
receiving threats and eriticisms
from various factions indiding

dministrative afficers, and justa

town India. These independert
pournalists may not get the cov-
eted journalistic awards, but
in my opinion, they are most
deserving for their relentless
reporting on topics that dos't
sake in TRPs (Television Rating
Foints]). The digit] a

adauble- sword — while it
has democratised the broadeast
of news ensuring that more peo-

few months later, he is no more.
The ugly reality is that Mukesh is
not the first one and he worlt be
the kst There have been numer-
ous instances of independent
j]munu]lgls reparting from our
ndian districts who have paid
for their co J i

ate in the far-flung terrisories of
India. As a former journalist,
when [ boak back a1 my report-
g assignments in tier 1T and
1 India, [ arn filled with bath
wonder and gratitude. Even an
those brief reporting jaunts,
one could feel an air of unsafery
and uncertainty — and that was
just for a few days on the feld;
while the undaunted indepen-
dent journalists spend lifetimes
reporting on contentious sub-
Jects witheut the fon of
influential media houses and
even the law. From the ouwiskirts
of Haryana, to deep inside Raj-
asthars Dausa, to Teanga-
na's Karlmnagar {erstwhile in
Andhra Pradesh) — I remern-
ber this urshakeable feeling of
being vulnerable. And always,
always, there was someone like a
Mukesh, helpful and resourceful,
assuaging car minds to tide over
the i

with thelr Lives. We need better
protection of the Fourth Estate
and especially these who oper-

The writer is an author and
mriedia endrepreness.
Views expressed are personal

Aligning the stakeholders

There is a pressing need for updated, NEP-aliened curricula, value-added courses, and collaborative
corporate-academia initiatives to bridge the gap between academic knowledge and workplace skills

oday, the question
brought to the table
is, "Can a student
be trained from the
mother's wornb Lo cater to cor-

Institutions,
corporations,
and the
government
should share the
responsibility

of creating a
sustainable,
inclusive

model for

employability

porate needs?” The world s
reeling under the pressure of
praducing for the corporate sec-
ik the Rech glants, the accounts
executives, the smart rarm-
mess, and whainoed. arn-
ing institutions, specifically the
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate ones, are predominantly
responsible for disseminating
adequate domain knowledge
1o aspirants who are spendin
Ihmr}:ulnable threeto ﬁ‘n ymﬁ
groomming themselves for a sus-
Tairable future.

With the rise in demand for
value-added and profe 1

Traditional dassroom-centric pedagogies and theoretical curricula inadequately prepare stedents for

courses, students are invari-
ably enrolling in the same and
are blessed with opportunities
o underge extensive intern-
ships in firms or entities. In
a few spectacular cases, they
even land positions in some
big companies. Looking at the
scape of the general categor
of learners, q?lin:k inlern:Eﬁlpuy
conservativel nning on!
a fow weeks, L-};:P;: begl?uglip‘y
the concept of internships for
students without adding sigrif-
fcant productivity to their aca-
demichank or au«:eleraling thear
career . These non-profes-
smmll?-r;miﬁed imenup:re at
the mescy of their institutions
and, therefore, cannot be strorg
coftenders in the job market.
Comparisons push such can-
didates w the back busner, and
comsequently, leveraging their
qualifications becomes a steep
propasition,

According to data from
‘Warldometer, Indias tatal pop-
ubation a3 of today is 145 hillion,
with a median age of 28,4 years,
essentially calling for active and
continued es ment, Cor-
porations are seiting stratified
criteria for graduates to join the
workforce. A student typically

porah ions, which increasingly require job-ready condidates
joing an undergraduate pro-  ersand this crestes the stumble
blacks for the k ariners

rarm at the age of 18, sperding
&mm [:?wim mp:l NE!
amendements, fous yearss) being
moulded theoretically rather
than practically for the jobs field.
Corporate expectations have
drastically changed over time;
they are now hunting for tailor-
made recruits who can immedi-
ately handle industry challenges
without intrinssc "en-the-job” ar
“off-the-job” training,

This creates 2 stark disparity,
as budding professionals gain
an edge over the mass of non-
professional graduates. chal-
lenges continue o exist for the
learning temples in modifying
the cursiculim to make it it
for the working requi il

1o be adequately equipped with

1o design dlﬁemmiuﬁveﬁ leatn-
ing models. The fundamental
knowledge is the pillar for the
warking life to rest upon. Time
on the other hand is the demon
1o cast a shadow on the acquisi-
tion of domain knowledge and
employability skills, The core
competency of the Institutions
lies in the delivery of wpdated
subject knowledge duly keep-
ing in mind the dynamicity of
the industry needs.

Just as banks are nation-
alised to promote nationa] wel-
fare, industries are meant o
provide employment to gradu-
ates after serutinising thetr can-
diddatures. [f) Tocuses

The Indian system of educa-
tion which demonstrates vehe-
mently in classsoam approaches
-.ﬂmm{ across all the J’Isclphl)es
will be finding slightly difficult
1o transformm their pedagogses at
180 degree to suit the industrial
demands. The attention is also
1o be grver for the level af leasn-
ers in the universe. For a show
learner the adaptability is wa

much behind in contrast wit

the averageand advanced learn-

solely on trained and experi-
emced candidates, the inexperi

pwepauenf for jabs mqmremenr:
‘While the age-old shackles of
learning styles have been mod-
ified by many institations and
universities to avold obsoles-
cence, corporate demands still
necessilate a realistic approach.
Benchmarking NEP-centric
syllabsi with these of competent
institutions and making signif-
icant modificstions in pedago-
gles, assessment patterns, and
exatnination structures compel
institutions to adopt versatile
program steuctures. However,
whether these changes are
reflected in course outcomes
refaliis undertain in the I.:;:Lg
run. Various  value-ad
courses, micro-credential pro-
grams, and courses focused on

may fall short. Furthermore,
educatbonists lack sufficient
mavigation into the knowledge

ol and need to inculcate
modern teaching skills. At this
juncture, the corporate sector
st invest its time, money, and
resources to extract real talent,

Reality bites: organisations
often remain conservative in
ithelr approach, believing that
newly hired freshers are unahle
1o yield results and instead incur
costs. Significant savings in
time, training, and supervision
are areas where companses place
their wtmost trust and confi-
dence. The onus lieson the gov-
ernment and organisations o
ratiomalise their requirements
to overcome fluctuations in
the recruitment process, Insti-
tutions alone cannod be solely
responsible for preparing learn-
ers for the job market.

The gap between book
knowledge and practical expo-
sure should be mitigated by an
appropriaie propartion of efort

roem the corporate sectoe, s the
workplace emerges as the cen-
tre for future lexrning, develop-
ment, and sustainabiliy. It has
been repeatedly observed that
companies refuse to support
learners seeking data for their
research or case study-based
assignments. Big Four firms and
large-cap companies, standiny
anr;fe I;ﬁ)mdnl':\mmmlul I:Ierarr:
chy, often sccomplish their ste-
rectypical agendas by ex plodting
the intellectual capabilities of
budding graduates.

I some cases, interns end
up negodiating with small-scale

enced will remain ployed
or need to find ways to align
their educational achievements
with carporate thresholds.

The lndian primary and sec-
andary education system, irre-
spective of the Md.‘l}pi:aﬂy
rests on the quantum of learn-
ing with considerable trust in
its inbuilt traditional quality.
Enrelled learners are expected

ployable and p

ial skills are now being mapped

by educational instituthons o

enhance the absorption of their

students in the demanding cor-
ate world,

I should be borae in mind
that if all learners simultane-
ously seek hands-on opportu-
nities in the corporate sector,
provisions te accommodate all

15,
heir '&PEEIEd Ie;u'n'ing needs.
It is imperative to sketch a rea-
seable collabarative methodol-
agy for nurturing skilled youth
under a Corporate-Academia
hand-holding initiative.
The writer is Assistan!
Professor, of Cornmerce,
Christ University, Bangalore.
Views expressed are persanal
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Ensure justice
to queer people

Apex court shuts door on legalising same-sex
marriages. Political class must reset the rules

f there was a semblance of hope for queer people
after the Supreme Court had refused to accord legal
status to same-sex unbons two years ago, thatdoor
was firmly shut on Thursday. A five-judge bench,
comprising justices Bhushan R Gavai, Suryakant, BV
Nagarathna, PS Narssimha and Dipankar Datta,
concluded in chamber proceedings that petitions
asking for a review of the 2023 Constitution bench
wverdict lacked sufficient merit. The bench—which
comprised only one judge who was part of the 2023
Judgment - said it didn’t find any ervor apparent in the
earlier decision and said no interference was
warranted. More importantly, since this wasa
unanimous decision of a five-judge bench that
confirmed a 3-2 verdict by a Constitution bench, the
possibility of a successful curative petition — the only
legal recourse left for the petitioners — appears slim,

This isa moment imbued with disappointment,
especially for members of the kesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer (LGBTQ+) communities who
continue to battle bias in structural and everyday
sluations. Thelr lives hang in a blzarre ifextraordinary
liminality; thelr existence is legal, but their relatlonships
are not. This means battling bias and hdplessness in
everyday situations — opening n bank account,
adimitting a loved one in a hospital, buying a home
together, or planning a future together. That the courts,
and the government, have chosen to do little to remedy
this situation is disheartening,

Still, as this newspaper has noted before, the world
over, the journey from decriminalisation of queemess to

ition of marital rights has been anduous,
I successful, Indin would have become among the
quickest to allow same-sex unions.

Therefore, granting full marriage rights tothe
community was always an outlier, especially due to the
tangle of secular and faith-based kaws that regulate
marriage, divorce and inheritance in India. It is in the
realm of limited rights — akin tothe civil union
arvangement that is considered a stop-gap between
decriminalisation and marriage rights — that immediate
progress seemed more realistic.

Unfortunately, the progress on that front is far from
satisfactory. In 2023, the Union government promised
toset up a committee headed by the cabinet secretary o
investigate these issves. But progress has been slow and
deliberations not wide-mnging, As a consequence, a
bouguet of rights — the minority jud gment in 2023 by
the then Chief Justice of India Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud and Sanjay Kishan Kaul had specifically
mentioned medical, jail visitation and financial rights,
inaddition toquestions of succession, maintenance,
and penstons —hang in limbo. Even the encouraging
mioves — some changes in government forms, passport
applications and recognition of transgender people —
Bave cormae affer judicial nudges,

Inmany ways, the question of queer rights is oneof
the litmus tests of modern democracy because these
communities don't form a numerical majority.
Therefore, fulfilling the promise of dignity and respect
made by the Constitution to every citizen — including
queer ones — needs authoritles to rise above myopic
considerations and election-focussed politics. The ball is
inthe courtof the political class which populates the
executive and the legislature, It must do all it can to
ensure queer people are not treated like second-class
citkzens in any walk of life,

Between the rich
and the poor, the
middle is stuck

The income-tax-paying

Indian — the even smaller
fraction that pays a meaningful
amount within the already
small pool of those filing
returns — has become the
cash cow for the government

syet another budget rolls up, the

usual expectation of a tax cut has

reared its head ngain among the

Indian middle-class that contin-

wes to seek a cut In the burden

that they carry dispropartion-

ately for all those who don't Puuman'lmm
Eaxes, pald by less thin 5% of the total popila-
wliof, prilled 19% of the almost !15|11|I|on lotal

Budget burden in 2023-24, or just over 30% of
thic total Lx reven e and aver the
direct tuxes col lected. But other than
o small tnkering with slisbs and rates,
don't expect anything cdrastic in this
tor future ones, and from this

govermment of fulure ones.

Because if youdon't pay, wha will?
And because you don't vote as a
block, get ready to keep [:.rflng no

Monika
Halan

2018:19 with cross-subsidies adding at least
another ¥75,027 crore. This number s likdy 10
b hilgher s the report says that ned all states
report thelr subskdies, With three quarters of
ihe subsidies going o agriculure. the rest
goes 1o select foous growps who might vote as
a group in urban areas,

Yo need to pay for the farmers — evenrlch
SUV-driving ones — who are exempt from
income tax. Why, you also pay for those who
iddentify as formers and manage to turn their
fimxable income into untoxed gains, Recent
daia is hard to come by, but a study by the
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
(tinyurl.com/Srryrhf) put the tax revenue
foregone of the non-poor farmers at aver
185,000 crore for 2005-16. At that time this
was |1% of the direct tax base. If we take 1% of
the gross direct tax revenue for FY2024, that
mumber is upwards of TL1 trillion today,

Pay, Pay for the judiciary that works less
ithan 190 days a year and takes holldays that

school children can only dream
about. The summer, winter, Duss-
chra, Diwall, Holl and other smaller

- breaks are, of course, In excess of

thelr annual keave that they are enti-
e b, Dioses that hove an impact on
Jjustice delivercd? News paper reports
put the number of case backlogs as
over 540 million,

mntter who is in the scat of power,
There is no aliernative for middle
Indin, We are the Boxers of Aninal Fors who
will wark harder to keep paying for all those
who don't, For those whao persistontly stay out-
side the tax net. For those who are the recipi-
ents of subsidies and State largesse — of cash
handouts, free eleciricity, free water, free bus
rides, free and more free. For all the behan,
bl mahila, akka, amma or whatever schemes
that are the lavour of the season. Bul there is
never a free lunch — youand | are dispropor-
tonately paying for all this, And in return,
other than when a crisls hits, we get subpar
govermment services, S0, pay.

Wou necd to pay lor those with [ree chectrie-
Ity an water, O study [ty url.com/yusikBn)
puss the direct tarlff subsidies from state and
Unian territory governiments at 3.1 trillion in

Py for , doctors
and purses, who Fumsd, 10 not fum
b0 work, of if they do, for same of them o
mot work, Karthik Muralidharan, [n his book
Ancelerating India's Develapment. documents
his research where he Found around 25% of
teachers and 40% of doctors absent on any
ghven day. Another 25% were present but not
19nch;ﬂi He writes: “At any given point in
of government teachers across India

were not teaching.” (page 74 of the book)
Pay For the persions and medical bepefits of
hose kn government service, See tem g\'ulng

[inMation-djusted anmlthes even as you str
gle to save from the half income that |s left
after all taxes (divect and Indirect) are paid.
Yiou thmy cohort of around 5% of Indian pape-
lation, who (e income tax retums and even
amaller feaction that sctunlly pay any mens-

Draft rules suggest DPDP
Actis a work in progress

‘with the drak Digital Personad Data Pro-
tection Rules, 20025 being unvelied. The
Tules mugar the possdbie implementation
of the Digltal Personal Diga Protection Act, 2003
(OPFDF Act) shartly. Privacy was and continues
o b our Fundameneal right. but we necded the
insrumentality of kaw 1o ensure its offective
enforcement. That which the Justice Pistias-
wamy privacy judgment of 2017 man-
dated, was Finally enscted under the
DPDP Act i 2020 bt the saime could
mo be Emplernented for want of rules io
enumerate modalities. Now the DPFDP
Rules have been apened for public con:
milttion in January 2025, a year wnd

Tlrmwyulnmhrmwlxmdﬂdlrw

fiour months since the DPDP Act was NS r
Nappinal

mmui The
will become
e

e fsthat the DPDP Act
eetive without further

hay.

With technology permeating every seoond of
ouir Hves, Uhere i decp and constait survelllance
of our actions o digital plaforms, which resailis
In individuals being trgeted and profiled. An
ensctmont thit regubsies personal dit s, there-
Foe, requibred bo protect thie fundsmental right
of privacy of ndividuals, ngalnst government
and corporate survelllance, whilst enabling
businosses o wse the personal dota Uhey col lect
weithout infringing such privacy righta, The Lest

of a sound personal data law. therefore. lles in
ithe balanee it brings to protecting our privacy,
s of implementation and the scope of fs
application.

The DPDP Act was misde into o simphe bare-
Tomees ralt with the promise of ease of imgle-
mnemtation and clarity through rubes, which were
o spell out the priviscy prowections and lay down
modalities for avalling the same, This bench-
mark appenrs o be still olusive with the
draft miles, The rules ought (o not only
el out specilic modalities for enabling
the imyplementation of the DFDP Act but
alsocnumerate limimtions and resiric:
tons that the Act mandates to ensure
the effective protection of rights,

The rules under the consent and
accoumtablity- P At spell out

alities for notice for consent and
consent managers. [ elabortes purpose
limitation such as for personal data of children
e the fouirth schiedule. The rubes abo ke a
lechleatiempt s L::ﬂrg dnwn modallties Iut&e
sonal data handling Seate but thiese lack
larbty q)eﬂrlmy IM sanime rubes that explic:
Itly set out category-wise tme lmiutbon or
ecormeroe, online gaimbng or soclal med intor-
imediaries, fall to enumerate purpese and dime
limitations or restrictions for the State, n the
s of persosal data collectod. This 8 a critical

Personal incom e

pulled 19% ofthe almost T45

trillion Iliihdwlbll*ninm M.

THERE 15 NO ALTERNATIVE
FORMIDDLE INDIA, WE ARE
THE BOXERS OF ANIMAL
FARM WHO WILL WORK
HARDER TO KEEP PAYING
FOR ALL THOSE WHO DON'T.
FORTHOSE WHO STAY
OUTSIDETHE TAXNET

inglul tax on the dlready small base, are the
cash cow of U system,

But that is ot enough. Pay between 10% o
fhulpmhlmufunﬂmﬂm‘uywww! L]
do as bribes, Bocwuse the salaries and perks
are not enough for the state, Its agenis need
more, The gouging continues, Pay hgher pri-
cea for homes beeause the cost of corrption
adds layers and kyers to the final cost of the
home in hand. Why do you think rent isa frsc
ticm of the EMU in Inclia and ot adjscent as in
most other countries?

Pay for the parkland accompanying colonk-
al-styhe bungalows in prime bocations inocapi-
tals of the nation and staves for the new mas-
fers — Lhe paliticians, burescrats and judick
ary, whlke you walt i endless ams on chokiad
reieds of the urban mess we live in. And then
pay lor adorning them with crores worth of
TV consobes, bars, curtalng, silk carpets and
state-ol-the-art gad gets. Pay for the dear
departed who look out to a river view in
memorial alter memaorial while the lving

THE DPDP ACT WAS MADE
INTO A SIMPLE BAREBONES
DRAFTWITH PROMISE OF
EASEOF IMPLEMENTATION
AND CLARITY THROUGH
RULES, WHICHT WERETO
SPELL OUT THE PRIVACY
PROTECTIONS AND LAY
DOWN MODALITIES FOR
AVAILING THESAME

g that needs w be addressed, For instance, in
A, the government ublicly roporied o revenie
of about 2100 crore rom the sale of Vanhan and
Saarthi datn. This was persanal data collocted by

driving licences: Le. data thot an individual
entrusted to the government in furtherance of ks
megulstony function, Hence. restricting such acts
through not only purpose limitation but an
explicit restradn agaimt exceoding purpose is
eritical when i comes io personal data collected
Iy State agencies.

Age gating for chikdren through parental con-
sent and exemptions i well cnumersted. How-
ever, the lllustrations and the ministers pullic
statements indicate the use of both the child's
and paren s’ verl flable Informea ton o delermine
age. Glven the suggesied options for nge verifica-
o, 1t bs equally critical io provide protect e
mEsures agakn s corporate survellnce and
restrain the use of data submited beyond the
purpose, including for debetions upon age verifi-
cution and restraining profiling

L]

commue long distances to work.

While the State gets away with not dodng s
Job, you pay for the smallest of Infractions —
Illeumrdn;urrd light. Pay when the munic-

| bocal goon comes to ‘examine’ the cooler

mosqilite kirvae, doesi't fnd even o codler,
bt iy way wants ¥LO00 For his troubles. Run
a small unit that is legitimate, still pay. Pay
because thie St has the power w hanss the
lileout u(lwu . Taxes are not epough. Elther a
bribe or the Mne. Pay for it all but ignore the
crime of a pothobed road or stray cattle claim-
g the 16 of a commuter. Whoever heand of
making the public moster (why use the wiong
word here — servant is se unirue) scoounta-
ble? Ignare the State dysfunction on irregular
waler s that are amyway not drinkable,
Pay for choked sewers, Pay for broken roads,
Pay For llw toxicalr, Pay. Pay. Pay,

Pay because you don't have stroet power. To
run tractors amuck in the capital of the nation,
Tor block ronds for months, To riot in the
streets for reservations. Tovote as a biock 1o
do a deal with the politician 10 benefit your
marrow slice of population. The good news is
theat whike micdle and rich India have begun o
vote more than the poor (linyurl.com/
ye2boedm), they are not all income taxpayers,
nor do they voie as a block, Dear Indlan
Income taxpayer, you anc really on your own
no matter which government s in power,

Mioswnlhea Halan b thae beap-a ellivig ithvor I{I'H
Lew's Tulk sertes af o ka ar maney,
Thie uiews expueisand are perianal

The possibility of dta localisition by o com.
mittee of the Union governmment was a bit ol a
googly fos technoloiy companies, The clarifice-
tlon that has come from the minkstry in this
regard is that such localisation s likely to be sec-
toral and that the committes may comprise rep-
reseriation [rom Industry. Such specilicity,

onestition of th
category for data ocallsation. mus be copu red
In the rukes 1o obviate unoertaingy for the indus-
o

)
The absenceof rules with repea toenforclng
penalties does not in any manner dilute the
sauime, a8 his been vodced by some. With the par-
ent Act providing the penalties, the message is
clear and unequivocal. The board is likely wo se
out further modalithes, That which neods to be
ncldressed |n the rules, however, concerns corm-
pensation (o victims.

e anpect that certainly needed specificity
and elarity in the rules was for explaining the
opt-out option for nsers Le., that nsers would not
be refused a service merdy because they may
refuse coneent for being tracked or profiled,
Such clurity would have ensurced parity in pro-
tections for Indians on parwith Evropean Undon
citizens. This s a criticality that should be
addressed under the ambit of Section 6 of the
DFDP Act, These rules are not likely o be a
catehi-all, anid there will be more 1o come from
thie bosnd as well thiough further rbes, But
ensuring specificity snd clarity unider these niles
before notilcatlon would further the cause of
privacy and victim rights.

NS N innd Ly Seniior dvesinae pracrising hefiee ihe
Suprene Court of Inifia med Fosnider of Cyber Saathi,
“The views expressid are personal

et the spesm ol tvo wecks, Malka-
ymlam hes bost two lustriows art-
Ists whho weere the finest represent-
atlves of the romantic iradition
that glmll;ﬂd’lmi |)1llpllllllllnl.|.Ll'hlh|. Axh

Voices that represented the
golden era of romanticism &

MT, as Vasudevan Malr was popularly
i, found his chanachers mostly from mral
Kerala, especially the Valluvanad region he
Taled from, and chroniched the transition in
sl and economie relationsas the joint lun-

1.1::|t|||'\ Mmh

ey [ & I

ily el feucdal wl.l.npm.lulduth:
ol i el the coime

thiir meost pajpular etion and seriptwriter in
Malaynlon in the lnst century. He
wlso divvetod & hand ful of knndmnrk
filems, armong them Nicmelvem,
witich §s counted among the signifl-
cant flmsof the 19708 New Wve cine
ema. P Jayachandmn, who pmd
awery ak Sem Thursday, was:

whostrted his career in r‘hmln 166
anad sang chose o 16000 songs mosly
In Malayalam and Tamil under all
the ma]nrmmpmcndha llmnH.I opularity

Amrith Lal

ing of a new urban modemity, MT's novels,
short stores, and aver S0 film sor s
enptumed the tra naition in social time
and the aliemtion of y\nllg men

eewwilclir Jost fin =

woloe sudied the handsom e henoes of the lime,
among them Prem Nazir, Kamal Haagn, and
Madhu His style was mallenble o singing all
el of i an effoross nuamner and with
emiplary diction. His 1966 debut song from
lhl'nlm Kinfinhaczhi, Munfaladl g faoehi
o maasa chandrion vari (Bathed inthe
weanvie of mlst. the winder moon arrived). with a
beautifil humming prefude terned out (o be
the slgnature song of hiscarver — those Hives
mupauLml lh romsantle v he would
prosuce in afber son g | Ande Maararm
ot Karbraiakei! kool Mnlwlmn. Ramn-
zarandhe chandsilayo, Ekenti potliken o,
Kievala martyn hosha kelldkatia, Ekakiyam
ﬂflllrmlwﬂ'[wfmyllml For chose bo laall
century, Under Tayarnga’s baton be sang &
-mqnl'}iu In m:rm;mmm.m. thir
fae vonimir

oty

this tranaition. His idiom mirmored
the nostalgia for a lost time and cul-

ture, though not always endorsing it
but the language of ficti s

Eodiyile hhm:lmlnrld v Difvedvenm than-
tha pooveand Kathazham kaan vazhi for AR
Rahman, Hewon a National Award and multi-
ple Toamnl) Machand Kerala state awards,

bereaved the disintegration of a
world of innocence, soctal and nata-

pt:rm:. B Yeesudas anc
lht' lau-b? ulmumyum (SPB), who
ruled flimsand racie waves in sousern india.

ral in the face finod by trans-

actional rorms,
Jayachamdran woes often the soreen voice off

this romeantlc era in Malayalam. His velvety

The romaniic age In Malayalam ficiion
made way for the modernisis inthe 1960 —
MT, as the cditor of Mathrubhum Weckiy,
incubated and nurtured much of it — who
faroudda transition in nesder sensibilltes. How-
ever, such lided e

[l music, which stayed irue toits classical
el bose, Thie muiskcal revolution tht |lay-
mq1| undezshed in Tamil in the [970s did not
finel in
One reason coukd be that Malayalam cinems
i andl Bstener sens biities were o gam-
oured by Yesudas and Jayachandran that it
ooubd book beyond ther sound worlds.
Iy ways, Jaynchandran wis like his
ey, SPB, Boah were untradned bn the classicad
traditlon but could surprise Nsteners (and
e threctors, of course) with thelralaity o
vk falscrvonaancl b L ok b raare el of
Imaygination, Thereks an exceptional rgaina
Thae e sy Foor MU Sroenivisan inan MT Al
?hmﬂwhm! = Rangnin Sree Fignin — that
et him bis o Keraila st i, Both Jay
achandmn und 5P worshipped Mobammed
Pt buat eacl thee playfulness of Kishore Kurmar
Im thelr personalities and singing styles. The
classical training is evident in the songs of Rafi
Saaband Yesudas bat SPand Jayachandran,
like Kishore Kutnar. never evenonce made lis-
feners feed its absence. The romantics abways
Tound thedr way Intothe cannon. Jayachandran
= and MT — wene no exceptions. And they will
survive the challcige of Tiime.

T viws axpressd are personal

| EDITOR'S PICK |

HT's editors offera book recommendation every Saturday, which provides histony,

context, and helps understand recent news avents

KNOW THE MAGA BASE

Tech | Elon Musk's support for restric:
thons om He1B visas and Steve Bannon's criticism of
the ﬂv%mm:c Usat allows immlgrants o work in
the US based on speclalliy talenis as “a total and
complete scam” exposed diviskons within Donald
Trump's Muke Arerican Great Agadn (MAGA] sup-
porters and furmed thie s pothight an the Right-wing
natiwist political movemaent,

is week, we recommend journalist Tinn
g uyen's The MAGA Dicries which chronicles the
mmovement’s rise, Nguyen, who received the con-
servative movement's scholarships and grants in
mllr;c mudrmm to Right-wing student activism

pro-Amcrica thetoric. The MAGA Dia-

muell Lhc sory of Nguyen loving and quinting the
mvenent, and the history of Right-wing politics,
It shows how the movement recruits. tralns, and
inddoctrinates {nunx people and shapes them into
the leaders of the Republican Pa
detatlsthe movement's rutiless bul ldi ng of power
negworks even I [t means demollshing rights.

]
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Tima Ngu!
Year: 20
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. The book  The MAGA Diarics:
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CRUMBLING FORETOLD

Delhi election frames the key question for INDIA: What
remains of it, should it even exist?

HE CRUMBLING OF the INDIA bloc is unsurprising and, in all likelihood, it
will go unlamented with Delhi's electoral wind, After all, even when it was
being put together in the run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha election, it sccmc:l
o be alast-mir € shy and
egns and ambitions, against the dominant BJF, lacking a stitched-together story or theme,
The LS results in June 2024 with dn:al]lanc:gcmru; 234, restricting the BJP to 240, and
G tallyto 99 sherence. But that

term cale
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WoRrDLY WISE
WHERE WORDS FAIL, MUSIC SPEAKS.
— Hans CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN

My friend Manmohan

His life reflected his concern with values.
His example endures

JAGDISH BHAGWATI

WHEN MANMOHAN SINGH passed away
last month, India lost a statesman who had
the umusual distinction of having been Prime
Minister for 10years, Governorof the Reserve:
Bank of India, head of the Planning
Commission, and then leader of the
Oipposition in Rajya Sabha.

Bt for me, the loss was profoundly per-
sonal. had kenown him for over half a cen-
tury ever since we first met in 1954 at 5t.

impression proved to be shortlived. [t was dispelled all too soon following the sethacks
to INDIA constituents in Haryana and Maharashtra and the BJFs victories. Mow, as the
Delhiclecti hes, s Ci he AAP which i i the challenge
from the BJF, and the TMC an:l SPrIlr:rw thr:lr {symbolic) weight behind the AAR, the
Opposition alliance faces has been raised both within it and
outside: What remains of it, and shnu]d it even continue to exist?

The central problemwith the INDIA bloc is that the party at its centre is weak and pre-

tends not o know it. Congress, memberof i does not command the
respect of it allies because i muuuu.umu-,l)tspcdunnancc Bt did
wellinthe Lok Sabha polls but that wasinc unchec ing, and

by all accounts, its regional partners in different states contributed to its tally. In Delhi,
where it once ruled for a srralghr t.hmc ltrms. in the last bwo ebections, both assembly
i vote share has beenin steep
decline, dipping from 40.31 per cent in 2008 to 426 per cent in 20200 It does not take

mach palitical acy P which the Congress

i ot and il

John'sCollege in Carnbridee, our paths cross-
ing intermittently thereafter. We met again
atOxford where he took his D.Phil. witha cel-
ebrated thesis on India's exports under the
distinguished economist lan Little{alsoa -
tor of mine), and in Delhi when [ms at the
Indian Statistical Institute and then at the
Delhi School of Economics.

5t John's College in Cambridge was the
home of the great Alfred Marshall, the doyen
of British economists. | was admitted to study
Economics. On the other hand, Makarand
Dehejia, also from Bombay, had broken all
records in science and was therefore admit-
ted tostudy engineering. We came after earn-
ing our Bachelor's degrees, since we had par-
ents who could afford tosend us to England.
M. han came from a very modest fam-

woite in Delhi, would not want to cede any ground to it, especially after Congress refused
to give it any quarter in the Haryana assembly poll most recenthy. I in Delhi it is the AAP
which is the face of the fight against the B[F. in Bihar, the only other assembly election
this year, it will be the RID. In both elections, Congress is barely in the reckoning.
In thr: absence of a largr:rom\rlmnn wor hinding commitment, the INDIA alliance may
f a hare itics. Ewen if it dies, howewver, the space that
itoccupies will arguably continue to exist. The BJFs dominance has received adentortwo
butitis undculncdlythr primary polcoftlw W]It}(whldl shapes and structures the po-

nok

ily inPunjab and had towait for financial sup-
jport from the vice-chancellor of his univer-
sity to come to Cambridge.
Unlike other students such as myself, who
attr_'n.dl:'d debates or pumed in tlu: river,
Twas

w the fact that,
diown to workthlqul\ his assignments, he
tooka cold shower in the early moming while
his roommates shivered under several blan-

lithcal ter

Anational ratici e But I
kets, | spec

for it to be enduring and persuasive, it will need its main pole, the Congress, to be bigger far, but little did [ think that one day hewould

and stronger. Or more generous and humble if it has o get anti-BJP parties to come to- e our Prime Minister!

gether and pool their strengths, not on the basis of short-term convenience, but to tell a
thought-through and shared story. That, from the evidence so far is hardly evident.

CEO CAN’T SEE

Asking employees to put in more hours at the cost of health,
family life, recreation shows a lack of empathy — and ideas
r" '1 HERE IS A crisis of imaginati d of peris, ESOPs or staggering
six-figure salaries seem to square up o it. The future of productivity, if in-
dhustry bros are to be believed, lies not inwork-life balance but in work-work

A sublimation After Marayana Murthy's prescription of a T0-hour work week
in 2023, Larsen and Toubro (L&T) chairman S N. nyan has urged err m

Later, especially when he
joined the United Nations in
New York in his first jobs
after completing his
doctorate in Oxford, 1
discovered that Manmohan
also had a large heart. Those
were the days when Indians
were given a pittance by way
of foreign exchange when
they went abroad. Sa,
numerous friends and even
their friends from Punjab
arrived in New York and
descended on Manmohan,
seeking dollars and even
expecting him and his wife,
Gursharan, to put them up
in their home, And they
obliged, unwilling or unable
RSV

].atcl cspmally when he Julncd the
Yiorkin his first job af-

ter completing his doctorate in Oodord, | dis-
covered that Manmohan also had a large
heart. Those were the days when Indians
were given a pittance by way of foreign ex-
change when they went abroad. So, mumer-
ous friends and even their friends from
Punjab arrived in New York and descended

1an, i ven ex-

talking on the panel, with the caption: The
Prime Minister consults Professor Bhagwati
on the economy!

Mo one can bccmm: the Prime Minister

First, he became the Finance Minister in
1991 when Narasimha Rao was the Prime
Minister. P C Alexander, a senior bureaucrat,
had b

pecting him and his wifie, Gursharan, to put
them up in their home. And they obliged, un-
willing or unable to say no.
's peneTost legend,

Isaw it on display often as our paths crossed

occasionally in Delhi. [ recall a striking in-
stance when Rajiv Gandhi was giving an
Endowved Lecture at Columbia University: Sonia
Gandhi was standing by herself alone, while

then approached my wife, Professor Fadma
Desai, and asked her to talk to Sonia. Fadma
told me that Sonia had told her that she was
waorred about the safety of her childrenin the
United States, and would shift them to study
instead in England where she thought they
wouild be better protected (which she did but
st Rajiv toa ITTE terrorist later).

Twent often to Delhi when Manmohan
was the Prime Minister. Every time, he gra-
ciously wanted to invite me to tea or lundh.
But1was hesitant because he was the Prime
Minister and his time was surely more im-
portant than mine. | would often sneak in and
out.not bothering to call him, Bt [recall that
once | got caught spectacularly. | was on a
panel and Manmohan tumed out to be also
onit! 1apologised for notcalling him; and he
tumed arcund, looking at me and asked me

G Patel and Manmohan as possible candi-
dates, with IG being the senior candidate and
also, like Manmohan, a Cambridge First in
Economics. But IG [as everyone called him)

ar clined; it

fahal-
anceof | isi tsofa
e, inister were
dicey. Manmohan accepted.

Second, he became the Prime Minister
wihen Sonia Gandhi was Iooking for someone
wiowauld take on the role and hold it until
her own son was ready, leaving the position
without fuss when asked. So, he lost auton-
‘omy to the “dymasty™ and his tenure this time
around would be more controversial

of Mar
complete without my recalling that he once
told me that, while econormists were taught
toget prices right, it was equally important to
get values right. His life reflected his concern
Erat-
itude to hisvice-chancellorwho had financed
his education at Cambridge, he sided instead
with t.thIass anrh:uw}m were smklng

with
his passing, Bm hxsc:uampkcndurcs.
]’hewmerul.knwrslry H’qfusnm_f

todosn, ghy, ther the next

moming had a photograph of the two of us

Lonw;, and .
at Coturmbin Uinfversity

SYMPTOM OF A . ARGER MAILADY

Blinkit's ‘10-minute’ ambulance highlights critical gaps in healthcare delivery

RaMa 'V BArU

THESIREN OF a speeding ambulance has be-
come part of urban life across India. The only

puti toeven forgo profe
sional excellence. In between, corporate leaders of all stripes — from Bhavish Agarwal of
OLA to Bombay Shaving Comparny's CEO Shantanu Deshpande — have advocated harsher
waork regimens for a variety of reasons, ranging from character building to nation build-
ing. Afterall, a idinthe | pany meeting, "How long can you
stare at your wife, how long can the wife stare at the hushand" H.c could wcll be saying,
“Whowouldn't want tosacrifice their health, i
maore targets?™ To a work force struggling with high stress, low income, fewer opportu-
nities and inadequate support systems, the hard bottom line and cold condescension
could not be clearer: Tumnover above all.

Of course, this hasn't exactly been a secret from employees at the m:cnm\g end of
HR's exhortations to colour-coded festival i attendance 1, im-

time uncaring drivers are willing to ghe way
o a fellow ditizen is in response to the wail-
ing of an ambulance, An increase in chronic
diseases and mad accidents has the
demand for emergency services and hospi-
talisation. Ambulance services are an impor-
tantlink for transporting patients who require
emergency care,

For long, ambulances were available onky
ata hospital, In the 19805, non-government.
organisations stcppcd in, particularly in
southern India, free
ambulance services. Over the last decade,
soveral state SOVErNMEnts have provided

practical targets and support for little else. Asitis, employees in Asian countries work an
average of near awreek in contrast 37 perweck in North America and
about 37-pdd hours in Europe. But when it comes from those at the top of the pyramid,
suchstatements show a shocking lack of consideration for the human cost of such bench-
marks, The suggestion that more hours translate to greater productivity and success has

ambulanc ‘womeninthe repro-
ductive age groupand for children below five

years. Ambulance scru'jccswcn:immdumd

Mere expansion of

facilities mostly in urban areas. Undm' tlu:
Mational Rural Health Mission, ambulance

o hasis in facts. It being, ical and mental,

serviceswere introduced in a public-private

manids, and long-term sustainability. A 24/7 work culture presupposes the luoury of a
structure of support and care in homes, out of the realm of possibility for a majority on
account of income or availabilin.

In acountry where even the prime minister valorises working for 22 hours, bucking
the trend is hard work. It requires an intuitive acumen to align individual needs with
corporate demands and the ability to internalise what the International Labour
Organisation highlights in its Preamble: “Labour is not a commaodity”. That's a bottom-
line most CEOs fail to read.

A SONG SUNG TRUE

Untrained, but with an innate understanding of melody, P
Jayachandran’s voice transcended the limits of time and language

T CAN'THAVE been easy being a singer at the same time as K ] Yesudas, a vocal-

ist who has towered over the various South Indian film industries, especially

Malayalam, for over half a century. How did G Jayachandran manage to create a

mdv: Farrhlmscl[ with the bi notes of songs sung by him in the 1960s,
like ™, still resonating with i 57 What handdran,
who died at the age of 80 this weelk, establish himse|f as Kerala's “bhava gayakan” [ soul-
full singer)was his naturally light yet expressive voice, which flew from note to note with
remarkable grace.

Ower the course of his carcer, Jayachandran won fans across the Malayalam, Tamil,
Kannada and Telugu film industries, as well as a Mational Film Award [ 1985, for Sree
film awards in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, His debut in 1066
was the result of a chance encounter with filmmaker A Vincent. Jayachandran was not
ualnl.‘d. but his voice capnu\atcd all who heard it. From G Devarajan and M 5 Baburaj, o
M redited some of their bigzest hits to his mel-
Joww voice, His innate understanding of what each composition demanded resulted in
sometimes astonishing results, like when he reconded three songs for laiyaraja for the 1983
Tamil film Vaidefii Kmthirunthol in a single day —with all three becoming huge hits.

A story that is often shared about Jayachandran involves one of the songs, "Rasaathi
unna”, that he recorded that day. It is said that when the song was playing at a theatre in
Cumbum, Tamil Nadu, a herd of wild elephants emerged to listen, quietly returning to
the forest after it ended. This may or may not be true. But Jayachandran’s voice, as it tran-
scends the limits of both time and language, continues to echo in many hearts.

B 1 B - [

Marayana Guru)

More recentl:
services have been introduced both by cor-
jporate hospitals and companies, Blinkit, an

i e services does not
ensure quality. In fact, the
lack of regulation of quality
is a serious concern. Several
studies have shown that the
lack of availability of assured

a e service, required

nched
a "10-minute™ ambulance service in
Gurugram. A press release says that theiram-
bulances will be equipped with life-saving
facilities for patient transport.
A™0-minute” ambulance service, [ike the
30-mimute pizza delivery offers, sounds far-
fetrhed given the bumper-to-burmper trafficin
urhan India. It CHETES ENOMMOus pmssum on

and functioning equipment,
trained staff and Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT)
are serious gaps. The non-
availability of a standard
pan-India toll free number,
along with the lack of a

ery service There is n
however, of the cost of Blinkit services. and
how it compares to other ambulance services
available in the market.

According to recent the Indian am-
bulance market, valued at §1.5 billion in 2022,
is projected to grow by over 5 per cent com-

ic plan for
monitoring and
accountability to ensure
timely and optimal care are
some of the other areas
needing action.

pounded annual gwwth rate in the 2024-
2028 period. Despite this, the focus remains
largehy on patient transfer m.dv:rthancnncal
emergency care. Out of 17495

madsanduafﬁcom@mamnmnusmah‘

lematic and dchy tlmaly numu:nr_

ambulances currently, only 3,441 have
Advanced Life Support (ALS) units.
Moreover, there is much variation in the
availahility of ambulance services across
states. Western states, inchuding Maharashira,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Goa, followed by
soputhern Indian states with a large private
healthcare sector, dominate the market for
ambulance scmoa_'[)m is, however, a sig-
nificant n states.

ere ices
does not ensure quaJrry In fact, rhc]ack of
regulation of quality is a serious concern.
Sc'u\:ral stu:ll:s have shown that the lack of

SEIViCE, Te-
quired and functioning equipment, trained
staff and Emergency Medical Technician
{ EMT) are serious gaps. The non-availability
of a standard pan-India toll free number,
alm\gwlth the lack of a systematic plan for

m i andau:countahlllty to ensure

There is much variation in

services offered. These range from j Jusrl:r.ms-
porting of patients, with no support services,
to those that have Basl:l.lﬁ: Suppurr'ElS]m

other
areas needing action.

The unregulated growth of private ambu-
Immm s a serious shortooming inthe

ALSunits Each i

ices Thereisa need for

needs, While BLS
equipped for immediate care like cardio-pul-
monary resuscitation [CPR)and moypen ther-
apy, ALS unltsaﬂc(aduanmd interventions
wnhrarrhrm—wm .1r|r| wen-

vestment
general and specialised ambulance services.
Skilling and certification of paramedics for
alnhu]ancr scrvu:cs is essential Weak regu-

tservice op-

tilators.. o - tional efficiency and liability issues, The
bulances such as air ambulances for swift tscape i d with
long-distance transport and [0 ambulances
equipped for critical care. licensing This
Amecent study by Niti Aayog cratichurdles, inconsistenci
services have the requi fiae licensi ambuil ices,
structure, cqmpmcntand technical staff o Givening ity,C ingto

ces. [t
38 pcmmmmv: hospitals had in-house am-
bulances but only 3 per cent of them had
Emergency Medical Technicians, Only 12 per
cent of all the hospitals have provisions for
specialised care during transportation.
Studies evaluating some of these services
have suggested a range of policy issues thar
need to be addressed. First, one must recog-
nisethat alarge number of the so-called am-
bulance services are nothing more than pa-
tient transport facilities. Even in the case of
well-equipped ambulances, poor planning of

the need for elder care, as well as increasing
incidence of health emergencies, the provi-
sioning of efficient and modern ambulance
worvices tive field for pri-
vate imvestment. However, publicy-funded
services, public-private partnerships and civil
society sponsored services have a critical role
im a society that can ill-afford high cost
private services.

The writer i retired professor,
Centre of Socin! Medicine and Community
Heulth Jowaharial Netru Uriversity, Dethi
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SLow ON TALKS

ALTHOUGH PRIME Minister Rajiv Gandhi ap-
pointed a cabinet committee on Punjab
ahout a week ago, a lot of spadework is yet
to be done before starting a dialogue with
the Akalis. It appears that any further
progress in this regard may be made only af-
ter the Parliament session beginning next
week, which will be only for about 10 days.
There has not been any direct contact be-
tweenthe Government and the Akalis sofar,
according to reliable sources.

LALDENGA IN DELHI
LALDENGA IS scheduled to fly back to Mew

ananar indianavrradiens BEEE Bl

Delhi from London on or around January 15
o - iy

emment on the future of Mizoram within
the framework of the Indian Constitution.
His family members have been living in
Londen's suburb of Woking since he arrived
here nearly two years ago after his abortive
negotiations, first with Morarji Desai’s and
then Indira Gandhi's gowvernmeent.

THEUS via USSR

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi will visit the
Saviet Union before he goes toWashington in
June, While the dates of hisvisit to the Soviet
Uniom are yet to be finalised by the tewo gon-
ernments, it is possible that the PMwill visit

Moscow in either April or May, mainky be-
cause he, by that time, will be free from as-
sembily elections which are likely to be held
in early March. The Centre's budget would
alksn have been presented by that time.

GAS LEAK CHAOS
MORETHAN 108 pcuplcwntaﬂnmcd when

sodium hydro 1iour
drums kept in a transport company’s
podown in the Baldev Baug area in Jabalpur.
People in the area were running heler-skel-
ter and leaving their homes in panic. Those
‘who inhaled the gas complained of intense
irritation in their eyes and throat. They were
treated at different hospitals.
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THE CURIOUS CASE OF KL RAHUL

Shuffled Roles & Unrealized
Potentialin Test Cricket

Siddhaarth
Mahan

a specialisi

MENTAL
GAME
o0

Observers of tha gama
suggest that his mindset
may be playing a larger role
than acknowledged. Cricket
is as much a mental gama
asitis a technical one, and
for Rahul, this aspect may
be affecting his perfor-
mance. He has admitted

1o grappling with sall-doubt
and doaling with criticism,
which have possibly added
1o his struggles on the pitch
Moreover, Rahul's per-
ceived “excess potential”
may Ironically be the very
thing hindering him. The
knowladge that he pos-
sesses technical skills,
elegance, and a range of
shots can create a subcon-
scious pressure 1o parform
to an unrealistic standard
every time he bats

Even in this seres, Rahul
started with a ot of bril-
liance, leaving balls out-
side off stump and biding
his time , while all others
were falling prey to attack-
ing batting. Experts fait
that Rahul will finally make
this tour worth remember-
ing, ona that will mark a
milestone in his career. But
after hitting 2 half centu-
ries in the first 3 Tests, he
scored just 41 runs in the
last 4 Innings of the series

he preal
Amerlcan
cartoonist
Charles M
Schulz  had
once sald, “There is no
heavier burden than an un-
fulfilled potential.” The
quate sits perfectly well for
a very talented Indian
cricketer who has sadly
missed reaching the helghts
that his talemt guaranteed -
KL Rahul. As the Border
Gavaskar Trophy ended
with India’s defeat, Rahul
had once again promised a
lot but delivered little!

Rahul's journey in inter-
national cricket is one of
unfulfilled potential, incon-
sistent form, and an almost
relentless shuffling across
batting positions, Original-
ly Intended as a middle-or
der anchor, he has now
been pushed up the order o
open again - a position from
which he has been moved
repeatedly in recent years.
With over a decade in Test
cricket and a modest re-
cord to show, Rahul’s ca-
reer stats tell a story of a
talent who, despite flashes
of brilllance, has yet o set-
te into a role that maxi-
mizes his potential.

Since his debut in 2014,
Rahul has been seen as an
adaptable batsman, capable
of stabilizing the innings or
accelerating when required.
This versatility, however,
has often worked to his det-
riment in Tests. With the
Indian team constantly

The great American cartoonist Charles M
Schulz had once said, "There is no
heavier burden than an unfulfilled
potential” The quote sits perfectly well
for a very talented Indian crickerer who
has sadly missed reaching the heights
that his ralent guaranteed- KL Rahul. As
the Border Cavaskar Trophy ended with
India’s defeat, Rahul had once again
promised a lot but delivered little

seeking balance in its bat-
ting lineup, Rahul has been
alternated  between  the
opening and middle-order
positions more frequently
than any player in his era.
The recent India-New Zea-
land series saw Rahul po-
sitioned in the middle or-
der, with the team manage-
ment saying that his role
would remain unchanged.
Bun, in a surprising turn, he
was moved back to the
opening slot for the BGT
serles in Australia,

Later, to accommodate
captain Rohit Sharma back
at the top of the order, Ra-
hul had o bat at number 3
i the 4th Test. This chaos
doesn’t end here. In the 5th
Test at Sydney he was back
at the opening slot, as Ro-
hit had “opted out” of the
Test owing io a dip in bat-

ting form. What is appar-
ent is that these shifts in his
role have made it difficult
for Rahul to establish him-
self in any particular bat-
Ling position, leading 10
inconsistency and perhaps
lack of confidence.

Fora player with Rabul s
raw talent and technical
proficiency, an average of
around 33 after S50-odd
Tests is significantly shont
of expectations, When com-
pared to his peers who de-
buteed around the same time,
his record appears modest.
Players like Joe Root, Steve
Smith, and even Mayank
Agarwal, who came later,
have all achieved solid av-
erages well over 40. For
Rahul, breaking through
the 40-average barrier
now seems like an uphill
Lask, and barring a miracu-

lous run of form, it may
remain elusive.

In the cricketing world,
an average of 33 is typi-
cally viewed as under-
whelming for a top-order
batsman. Given that Rahul
has spent nearly a decade to
establish himself, this sta-
tistic speaks volumes about
his struggles. He has shown
sparks of brilllance - such
as his hundred at the Oval
against England in 2021
and his debut hundred in
Sydney. But they have been
interspersed  with  long
patches of low scores and
failures 10 conven stans
into substantial knocks.
This lack of consistency
can be traced back to both
technical and mental issues
that have prevented him
from reaching the heights
once predicted for him.

Observers of the game
suggest that his mindset
may be playing a larger role
than acknowledged. Cricket
is as much amental game as
it is a technical one, and for
Rahul, this aspect may be
affecting his performance.
He has admited w© grap-
pling with self-doubt and
dealing with eriticism,
which have possibly added
to his struggles on the pitch.
Moreover, Rahul's per-
ceived “excess potential™
may ironically be the very
thing hindering him. The
knowledge that he possess-
es technical skills, elegance,
and a range of shots can cre-
ate a subconsclous pressure
to perform to an unrealistic
standard every time he bats.

Even in this series, Rahul
started with a lot of bril-
liance, leaving balls outside
off stump and biding his
time , while all others were
falling prey to attacking
batting. Experts felt that
Rahul will finally make this
tour worth remembering,
one that will mark a mile-
stone in his career. But after
hitting 2 half centuries in
the first 3 Tests, he scored
Just 41 runs in the last 4 in-
nings of the seres!

As always, Rahul has
done just enough to stay in
contention for a spot in the
Indian 11 for the Test series
in England later this year.
But it’s obvious that Ra-
hul's journey might benefit
from mental conditioning
or sports psychologist’s
support. With introspective
players like Rahul, this type
of support can often unlock
preater self-bellef and clar-
ity, which is crucial for
overcoming mental blocks.

If that happens, Rahul
will finally live up 1o the
potential that has long
marked him as one of In-
dia's most promising yet
perplexing cricketers!

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

L&T CHIEF GIVES
NEW TWISTTO
WORKING HOURS

he recent remarks by Larsen & Toubro

Chalrman SN Subrahmanyan, advocating a

50-hour workweek for corporate employees,
have sparked an impractical and unnecessary debate.
This comes on the heels of Infosys founder Naraya-
na Murthy's controverslal suggestion of a 70-hour
workweek, which was already met with significant
criticism. Subrahmanyan's proposal not only pushes
the boundaries of human endurance but also disre-
gards the importance of work-life balance, a comer-
stone of modem corporate culture,

Industrialist Harsh Goenka's satirical jab—sug-
gesting the day off become a mythical concept—apt-
Iy highlights absurdity of such ideas. While longer
work hours might boost productivity temporarily,
they also risk employee bumout, declining mental
health, and diminishing retumns in long run. Instead
of flixating on borrowed notions of hard work, leaders
should prioritise efficiency, innovation, and employ-
ee well-being. Unrealistic expectations like 90-hour
workweeks only alienate workforce and ignore hu-
man element. Copying ideas from China won't help.

L 4

A WRONG MOVE
ON FACT-CHECKING

N\ Meta

the preservation of free speech, is a deeply
troubling move with far-reaching conse-
quences. Fact-checking has served as a cruclal wol w
combat the ram pant spread of misinformation and hate
speech on social media platforms. By abandoning this
safeguard, Meta is not only abdicating its responsibil-
ity as a global communication giant but also enabling
the weaponisation of its platforms for harm,
In today"s polarised world, misinformation
spreads faster than facts, often leading to real-world
consequences—ranging from communal tensions

to public health cri-

@ eta's decision to remove fact-checkers, citing

ses. Withouwt fact-
checkers, divisive
narratives and hate
messages can flour-

ish unchecked,

threatening social Meta's decision
hla"‘“'“r' pirnb to remove fact-
claim of supportin; Py
free ,.P,ﬂ.hl’fppng checkers, citing
hollow when it pri- the preservation
oritises profit over of free speech,
truth, leaving users isa deeply

vulnerable to the troubling move
manipulative tactics with far-

of bad actors. The reaching

absence of fact-
checking will under- consequences

mine trust in digital

platforms, which are

already pgrappling

with credibility challenges, Users rely on social me-
dia not just for entertainment but for news and in-
formation. If platforms are flooded with unchecked
falsehoods, their utility diminishes, and their role in
democratic discourse becomes toxic.

Meta must reconsider its stance and strike a bal-
ance between promoting free express! nd curb-
ing the spread of harmful content. Freedom of

ech does not mean freedom to harm, and tech
giants like Meta bear a moral responsibility to pro-
tect users from the corrosive effects of misinfor-
mation and hate.

As we celebrate the The passing of legendary
Top ‘achievements of our Pravasi playback singer Shri P. M. SPEAK
] W | | | S Bharatiya family, et us also look layachandran |i marks a great
forward to the future with hope and loss 1o Indian music. With over 16,000
determination. Together, we can build a songs across multiple languages, his And we know that in all things
Vilksit Bharat, & nation that stands il on soulful renditions touched millions, God works for the good of those
the global stage and continues 1o be a Hearifelt condolences 1o his family and who love him, who have been
bemcon of light for the workd. admirers. His legacy will lve on. 5 d hi
Prosident of ladia Om Birta called according to his purpose.
_. @rashtrapatibhun mombirtakets BIBLE
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HR disaster

It's nobody’s case that hard work isn't necessary but no
CEO can expect crazy working hours to be the norm

ET ANOTHER YEMERABLE name in corporate India has come

outin suppott of a culture that blindly worships overwork and

promotes an environment where employees internalise crazy

working hours as the norm. Larsen & Toubro Chalrman SN Sub-
rahmanyan’s comments that he would like people to have 90-hour work-
weeks and that he regrets not being able to make his employees work on
Sundays toowere bad enough. What made it worse was his misogynistic
staterment: “What do you do sitting at home? How long can you stare at
your wife?" One had expected the head of one of India’s largest compa-
nies to have had better etiquette training and a better mindset.

The problem is that many leaders like hir inelybeli work
is acredential of prosperity and grinding out 70- or 90-hour weeks helps
people think of themselves as mote dedicated than everyone else. [t s sur-
prising that these leaders fail to recognise that the world has changed,
and there are hardly any takers for their heads-down, work-hard theory.
It’s nobody’s case that hard work isn't necessary — of course it is. But it's
equally true that hard work has been deified for far too long. Quite rightly,
Subrahmanyan’s comments sparked a backlash, with many pointing out
his salary being 500 times more than that earned by an ordinary
employee at LE&T. But the question is not entirely of the salary gap. Even
the highest paid employee has the right to seek a work-life balance to
recharge her batteries.

Thereis just no point in having people moving like a Iaum::hn_d musa.ulr:
throughout theworking dayas nok uld like tobe
by multi-tasking, fast-forwarding zombies, who are always banging Lhr:
lift button till it stops working. In an only work-hard regime, supervisors
and staff implement a template and repeat the same steps. Smart work,
on the other hand, is about increasing quality and flexibility; it's about
testing new ideas and methods, and mayrnsultingrealnruur.comu.s ata
lower cost than hard work. M it ists also tell usindividual
hardworkdoesn't scale. There comes a time in the careers of hard-work-
ing managers and leaders in high-growth companies where theyhit the
wall of their own limitations. This experience is painful in part because
it is a challenge to their identity. If your superpower has always been an
ability to work hard, it may be difficult to let go of the satisfaction of
delivering a result or the adrenaline of being the hero who comes
through in crunch times. Leaders should realise that growth happens
through scaling the team and creating the conditions for others to exe-
cute and succeed.

There is absolutely no point in treating hard work as a security blanket,
a fallback that prevents us from actually figuring out what is wrong or
whyweare nntachiwmgwrgua]a. wtmn the marker of wortk, be it miles
runor pags gets mi of success, the com-
pany is doomed tofal, Subrahmanyan's predecessor AM Nalk would often
say LE&T faces a problem of getting good quality engineers who preferair-
conditioned offices rather than sweating it out to bulld roads or bridges.
It"s a valid concern, but the current chairman's unfortunate comments
would only make the LET recruitment manager’s job even more difficult.

Splinternet: A new world
for Facebook, Instagram

‘WHEN MARK ZUCKERBERG eamﬁtly Inoked at a camera and told the world (or
President-elect Donald Trump)t all fact-checki Face-
book and he left out some i context. His changes would only
apply to US users of Instagram and Faceboolk, just as the European Union rolls out a

ULTIPLE WARS, CON-
FLICTING  national
interests,  economic
competition with a ris-
ing China, the wish of
some countries for multi-polarity and
beneficial ties with the US under Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump {who wants to
MaheAmnﬂmeatAgajanludununate
in2025.
Ukraine, stemming from Russia's old
ambitions, and unresolved enmities in
Gau RedSea,lnhanun Iran, and Syria,

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® ACTING FOR PEACE

Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

It is of paramount importance that the like-minded countries
should strive together for collective actions for peace and
prosperity. Without these, our future generations will not be
able to take advantage of economic growth or technological

i tions that we are

g in today's era

©® CHALLENGES IN 2025
CAN INDIA ADVANCE ITS INTERESTS AS TRUMP TRIES TO MAGA IN A CHANGING WORLD?

A complex world order

ANITA INDER SINGH

Founding professos, Centre for Peace and
Confhct Resalution, New Delhs

the US in tec and

design, and in techn nolr.lgy areas like Al
These, in turn, are transforming interna-

lan
and threatened to break up the existing
international order without offering a
clue to creating a new one.
Additionally,the US-China rivalry per-
slsts,withChina challenging the US"global

tional p

Despite China's economic sluggish-
nessover the last few years, many foreign
companies are returning to China after
tryingout India. ltsability todeveloptech-
nological skills that rival those of the US

nomic slowdown could spur it to embark
onan analogous gambile in Taiwan,
Ukraine also has significance for Asia.
Chinais a party to the conflict through its
military support for Putin's war. Beijing
would viewhisdefeat asadefeat for China.
ountries, 1
China's territorial expansionism, see
kraineas atest ofthe US commitment to
allies and its willingness to counter China.

ith countries reflects the ortha- Trump, in his second innings, will
diox thinking itin therefore find that he cannot MAGA if he
thellst century. Fmrwamnln follows an fmelgn palicy. The
ia's President us Is the only
Vladimir Putin,’ whu seas himself as the toexpansionist China and Russia.

rebuilder of Russia's 17th- -century
empire, the victor over decadent Ameri-
cans on the battlefield in Ukraine, and
mumlnﬂumtia.lmiuropﬂhantheus

primacy. China's rise since 2008 has and m the fact that unlike when China's President
resulted mil- India,it nthearea Xifinping states,"The East is rising”, he
itary, and strategic power, but America’s of manufacturing. means China, not the rest of Asia — and
sUperpower remalns intact. ‘Where does India stand in the frontier certainty not India.
Multipolarlty mwhll:h Chlnaand and areas of sci- The democratic US is
emergingec ence and technology? N N ‘the only country that can
post-1990spositionasthe | Although Indiaisthefith-  Multipolarity —to  counterChinainthescien-
solesuperpower Any rising power must | largest global economy, its which China and tificand Al-driven techno-
contendwith both Iuballsauun and“de- pin these areas is grow- 3 ] logical innovation while
150 5 F:gnulnn)yvdmthe{\‘esl, .m;;“mhﬂ..:momn: r:gintalning a free and
formation, andardﬁl:lal intelligence {AlL butalso China. AURCH CRANCH open world order, That is
China and India share common gro- Many, but not enough replace the US' post-  whymast countries pmfl.'l

und foradvocating multipolarity,evenas
theirborder dispute remaing unresolved.
But for New DeIhLlhele lsml:tol:him's
o prob-
lam of it hawving a far higher gross domes-
tic product (GDF)and GDP per capita.

In part, that is because China'’s
advances in the areas of sclence and high
technology threaten not only other Asian
countries but also the prosperous coun-
tries of the European Union {EU) Those
advances enhance the phenomenon of
*“China power”,

China is no longer merely the world's
Itisevenc

Indians,haveahighlevelof  1990s p
tech skille.As aresult, India
has failed to keep up with
China. This is one of the
main reasons why it is hard for India to
become astrong and convinding pole ina
multipolarworld.

At another level, some countries,
including India, challenged by thechang-
ing world, invoke traditional cultures to
claim socio-economic superiority, How-
ever, cultures are alway! Inastahe offlux
foom fac
entific achievements. So, talk of racial or

commu

factoryor

L

ity of particular com-

sole superpower

asthe tohave
Ieader.whatevmthelldif

AsTrump prepares to take office, the
US economy has the highest growth. Its
leadership in finance and Alis unchallen-
ged Thiseconomic news reinforces thein-

Trump 2.0 should realise that devel-
oping :wnmns want greater access to
Mean-
while Ial:hng millitary strength of their
own, Europeanallies are dependent on the
US* military capabilities and want it to
reach an agreement with Russia in
Ukraine from a position of strength.

The problem is not Trump's transac-
thonal approach, the question is what he
will dowith that approach and with the
US'economic strength to help its friends
— while also putting China and Russia at

yhewith it.

The US economy and
its GDP continue to rise and China's
equality with it remains on an infinite
horizon, as does India's wish for equality
with China.

Rumandl:tﬂnaamatml]yvulnma
bile b abroad
dnpnnds mastly on their economic
strength and military adventures. The
outcome of Putins Ukrainian war is
unclear.
east Asian countries that China's eco-

Lilke !\JEE] countries, Indiahopes that
h

P
MAGA's protectionist edgm_ Genera]ly.

tofind new

ways of d.eallng with an America with
which they often disagree but want good
relations and friendship. This year will
showwhat India can de to strengthen its
ties with the US to advance its own
national and intemational interests.

Views are porsonal

Securing the future of messaging

SMS heydays are long over, but it remains a weak link
in India’s digital ecosystem. Rich communication
services offer a much-needed solution

TV RAMACHANDRAN

President, Broadband India Forum

DRIVEN BY GOVERNMENT initiatives,
India’s digital economyis growing by leaps
and bounds. The Telecom

trusted source — is oneof the most preva-
lent threats to it Fraudsters can easily

and policy enforcement without block-
chain. Consumers can instantly identify

Authority of India (Trai) has been in the

Theresac waystolookat that.If that

forefront in g these initiatives,

mate enterprises or institutions. This has
]ed to fraudulent SMS alerts which have

REM restoring trust
in messaging. For example, a bank's veri-
fied logo and sender name displayed in

onten has been a form of censorship, then A i

cans will be blessed w]th new freedom in Zuckerberg's vibrant public square. If you

think it's protected people from toxicity, you'll pity the Americans. Either way, you'll

experience social media diffarently, depending on which sldwfan RN YOUu'Te on.
Meta's fact: 1g policies, of course,

ples the company provided my colleague Dave Lee. But the cause wasn't "political

takenorini-
tiated tosecure tebecom services by com-
bating the swelling menace of unsolicited
commercial communications (UCC) and
fraud. The innovative measures include
ftems like distributed ledger technalogy

intosharing
sensitive hanklng credentials under the
pretextof KYC (knowyour customer) ver-
ification. Investors have been targeted
with spoofed SMS, leading to phishing
attacks and financial losses. The simpdic-

RCS ges eliminate ammEui and
prevent fraud, The user can dicl
box to find out who verified the brand.

UnlikeSMS.

seamless customer experiences. For ex-
ample banks can offerinteractivebuttons
forsecure KYC updates and service reque-
sts. Conswmers can take control of mes-
saging experience through features such
built-i detection,ref
i@ andmﬂ
thTrai

Lastbutnot theleast, RCS en-

provide the requisite huﬂn{n! Infulma-

sures backward compatibility with SMS,
allowing asmooth transition without dis-

bias’,which Zuckerberg cited mﬂmtwuum 108 &8 shutting pera- Dl DLT (popularky known as blockchain ityof SMS headmmalmlteasyﬁm malic- tionand ¢ falstobe 1, before BE

tiondown. It Zucker- echnology),artific gence(Alland  iousactorstoby being issued with a unique India needs to urgently address mes-
berg toorder hisFact-check for more nuance, and :umpml\mslvﬂsendm reglstration sys- lait user trust. chatbot identitywhichcan-  saging i
investm But the Facebook founder heart; tems, However, the baskc structure of SMS Secondly, SMS does not RCS is a modern not be reassigned. Person- and security across sectors. Verified send-
hejumps on new fads and copies his rivals, and he was bound to take the miost politi- has remained unimproved for 30 years offer end-to-end mcr'_rp- Fagd to-person RCS messages as ers,encrypted messages and user-friendly
cally expedient action when Trump was elected, and hence the inherent vul ies tion, ag) secure massaging .|| a5 those between an tootscan provide peaceof mind and asup-
With the fact v, along with the” falsel slap remain a big challenge. To address this  nerabletointerception. This platform RBM platform and an RCS  erior experience to consumers. Institu-
anth American users of 1 illbe able to join compy I to s particularly concerning  developed by the di by yencry-  tionssuc useRCS tosecurely
AmilartoXs( feature, and fact-check each other, amoresec ce,and rich for 1 GSMA and readily P hatadopt this com with users, eliminating
Conmumunity Notes isn't a terrible idea, but work? It C 5} s a mod- (OTPs) and sensitive data ilable to standard Irrespectiveof de- spoofing risks and ensuring authenticity
you ask. While academic research has shown it can counter some vaccine misin emand o platf dhevel used in financial transac- available N vice or system, the ml:lyp of messages, Businesses can rebuild trust
mation and help usensdlstlng\llsh misleading posts, the opedby SMA. ilableto tions and e-commerce. transform mobile tionand and 1bean-
il half-truths transform mobile communication. Besides,while icati when combined wltl\ a ded, interactive, and secure messaging.

can goviral by the time they're debated With the Telecom Commaerdial Com- dated preference registra- unigque identity assigned Trai's efforts tosecume m sar-

B ¥ — B g
What's lin is that th f Facehook munications Customer Preference Regu- tion and spam reporting, through a direct enterprise  vice have resulted inoneof the most com-

and Instagram will become more geographically frag- lations, 2018, Trai introduced a robust SMS design limits their effectiveness. sender verifica- heens 18

mented, and not just because of the fact-checkers. Mata Al
assistant, which had close to 500 million monthly active
usemlantSeptmnbm has been delayed in the EU because of

Jout using
PARMY people'sdaumuain Ils.n\lmndn]!.
pi missing out.
OLSON '[tssadthat[haslcaﬂyhmtutn]l our teams to launch our
newAl advances everywhere except the EU at this point,”he
Blaamberg saidlna in December. Meta said it
a"stephac E

Ofcnulse it doesn't. Eumpean innovation isn't defined by a Iarg\z Silicon Valley
company gi t in exchange for their data, Chatbots collect far
mone pmsonal :Ietajls than Gnﬂgle queries ever did, and Meta collects the pronpts
that peaple type into its AL Maybe it's not the worst outcome for Europeans to miss
out on anaether data-mining operation, until it’s been set up to handle their details
appropriately. What Zuckerberg frames as a regulatory barrier is a foundation for
building public trust in Al systems.

Meta likelywon'tapply the EU's new rules.
tal Services Act,on Americans

n, known as the Digi-
tell me. Dolng so would be politi-
when Trumplash fandyou ill)

at EU officials for fining companies like Meta or Google that breach the new law.,
That may mark a new era for how soclal media giants follow European rules,
Backin 2018, when the EU Launched its General Data Protection Hegulathm to pm

tmmllnnpﬂvacy many changes gl

arate systems was too complex and expensive. But the 5O called Brua!n]! Bﬁm'
ma‘ynuwb; |||mlhE|I

sides of the ocean.
Meta's changnswom tbe quite as dramatic as the Great Firewall, which has seen
ulture. But they could spell adecoupling
of relations between US and European internet users. At a tine of growing tensions
over trade and territory, that may not be the healthiest direction to go.

framework toregulate UCC. This inchuded
the use of DLT, digital consent acquisition
(DCA) by subscribers, Al fmachine learn-
ing-based UCC detection, and telemar-
keter chain binding which ensures trace-
ability and accountability. However, the

Fraudsters often categorise deceptive
miessages astransactional toevade detec-

tiom, and robust content policy enforce-
mant,enablest

and scame. The haydays of SMS are long

structural li of the messaging
backbone, SMS — essentiallya technology
designed in the early 19905 for basic text
communication — struggles to meet the
demands of today’s digital ecosysten.
 Firstly,"spoofing”of SMS — the act of
-
knuwn source as being from a known,

over, but its d presence consti-

tion, Further, SMS lead to h asOTPsand account-sen- tutes aweak link in India's digital ecosys-
reputational damage, reduced consumer sitive updates to customers. All mobile tem. RCS offers a much-needed solution,
trust, falbosses. Spoof- use one platform for RCSAZP mblnlngenhanl:ndsecurlryinmmmv
ing not only harms consumers but also (agent-to-person) messaging — this is ity, itasa
tar i enterprises. REM. Ilmntraalsvdlh SMS wh h Indiac

RCS offers several RCS carrier platform citizens and set a global benchmark for
wslmasmmagjm;(RBMJ thecorporate multiple entry and exit doors, This is seCUre communication.

messaging platform of RCS, enables ent-
erprises to register verified sender | Ds,
complete with logos and brand ATTAS,

making spoofing virtually i
RBM can apply a consistent set of rules

E EDITOR

Allwork, no play

LAT Indlia Chairman SN Subrahman-
wan's suggestion towaork 90 hours a
week reflects a flawed perspective
that disregards the adwerse lang-term
effects of such an intense work
culture. Instead, businass leaders
must prioritise employee well-being,
recognising its rale in enhanclng

innovation, and creativity. Rather than
encouraging excessive working hours,
leaders should focws on supporting
employee growth and wellbeing.
Strategies like flexible work

5, wellness prog:
and incentives promating work-life
harmony can cultivate a motivated,
healthy workforce, This appraach
dn\nesulg isational success, fosters

5L ility, and strengthens

productivity and
success. A sustainable work culture
thrives onwork-life balance,

employee engagement.
—amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

where blockehain is used to distribute a

commion set of firewall rules. Research n\nmsbySundﬂpKnﬂum
RCS also Mlppurts rl.ch Itimedi sovror degity al, BIF

content, dieas, and int

active buttons. Entmpdaﬁan provide Views are porsonal

Hollywood burning

The pictures of the wildfires raging
across Los Angeles show their
inconceivable scale and magnitude
and overwhelm us. Firefighters are still
battling to put out the devastating
fires. Gusty winds fan the flames and
scatter the embers far and wide,
leading ta mare fires breaking out,
and rendering it that much more
difficult to contain the wind-whipped
fires. Climate experts link the wildfires,

an extreme weather event, to climate
change and “whiplash” conditions
boosted by it. Climate change causes
abrupt wet-to-dry and dry-to-wet
swings creating conditions for severe
wildfires. The wildfires underline

{and constitute a dire waming of ) the
terrible cost of climate change and it
should be a wake-up call for the
international community to combat it.
G David Milton, Maruthancode

@Write to us at felettersBexpressindia.com
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Transforming defence

The “Year of Transformation’ can give necessary
momentum for defence manufacturing and innovation

ndia's defence landscape is set to undergo a fransformative shift in 2025, as the Ministry

of Defence (MoD) embarks on an ambitious overhaul aimed at modermising procure-

ment processes, expanding indigenous manufacturing capabiliies and boosting research
and development (R&D). The year has been declared as the “Year of Transformation,”
with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and other top officials outlining a vision to address
long-standing challenges while positioning the country for greater self-relianca and com-
petitivenass in defence. One of the key focus areas for the government is to revamp the
Defence Acquisition Procedures (DAP). These procedures, which have been criticised
for their complesdty and inefficiency, are set to be replaced with a more streamlined,
lighter, and faster version. The aim is to cut down delays in procurement timelines and
gliminate bureaucratic hurdles that have long impeded defence modernisation. The new
framework will not only make the system more efficient but will also create a level play-

ing field for both established players and newcomers
inthe defence sector. In addition to reforming procure-
ment, the government has placed a strong emphasis
on boosting indigenous manufacturing and R&D.

While India is the world's fifth-largest manufacturing
economy, its defence manufacturing capacity remains
relatively small in comparison fo its overall econom-
ic standing. To address this gap, the government plans
1o allocates more resources to defance R&D, with tha
Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) targeting an increase in R&D spanding from
5 per cent to 15 per cent of the defence budget in the
coming years. One area that has gamered particular

attention is the develnu_msnt of aero angines. India has faced challenges in developing

these critical technalk

ically, and the g

has signaled that joint ven-

tures with foreign Original Equipmeant Manufacturers (OEMs) will be essential for progress.
With sionif

required

investments

required—p

ially as high as Rs 50,000 crore—the gov-

ernment is determined to make the necessary commitments to build the infrastructure
and expertise required for successful co-development of aero engines and related tech-
nologies. Another significant initiative is the creation of a more competitive defance indus-
try ecosystam. Currently, India’s defence sector is largely dominated by Public Sector
Undertakings. The government aims to level the playing field by encouraging the par-
ticipation of startups and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises through palicy changes.
Despite these ambitious plans, India's defence ecosystem still faces several challenges.
One of the most significant hurdles is the relatively small manufacturing base in sec-
tors like aerospace, where India's ability to scale production and develop cutting-edge
technologies has been limited. Besides,archaic policies, delays in preparing Requests
for Proposals and overly complicated procedures have often led to extended timelines.
This must change if defence sector is to become competitive and innovative.

Devotias carry “kalish during ‘Hindu Risshiva Siva Mdla' &t Goregam

The trust factor 1in

human interaction

The temperament and conviction of individuals play a pivotal role in shaping
trust, whether in personal relationships or organisational dynamics

here is a general feel-
ing that if something
is committed on
paper, with other
things being equal, it
i reliable evidence that it will be
carried out. If it is on a legal doc-
ument, the credibility quotient
is still higher, and if?t ere are
clauses that recognise the puni-
tive clement of violation, the
feeling of reliability further goes
on. This, like many truths, goes
a certain distance,
This cannot be the place to
explore the veracity of such
bcﬁrr. but there is an occasion
to look at certain other aspects
of reliability, especially the tem-
perament of the people
involved. Some people take
their words seriously, and oth-
ers casually. This attitude per-
meates their entire behaviour,
and in certain matters, it
becomes even more evid
that they take their words seri-
ously.
Other types of people are quite
figuratively the opposite, and
they take their own words so
lightly that when they utter
them, they are not sure what
conviction they carry. Between
these two extremes, the larger
part of the population rests
with varyin \:Egn:n of reliabil-
ity and different levels of con-
viction.
This simple truth makes the
entire range of human convic-
tion open to many shades of
possibilitics and makes dealing
with each other either at a
direct level or at a group level,
an extremely dubious proposi-
tion wherein liability is con-
cerned. This even affects official
interaction as indeed it does
rsonal interaction. It is there-
ore necessary in a group culture
toinculcate the correct values of
interpersonal dynamics.
People cannot be “taught’ to be
reliable. This is because the
fundamental principles of val-
ues, like eternal values, remain
the same. Every domain of
human life talks about what is
right, what is beautiful, and
what is essential to keep groups
sustainable and halms:nitmsﬁ’y
ther. In such circumstances
where it is recognised that
observing pristine standards

may be difficult, many peo-
ple practice silence. They
simply do not talk about val-
ues at all. This may or may
not work because sifcncc and
lack of communication
would allow each one to cre-
ate his norm and use his
inter pretation. What matters
maost then is how the leader
of the group behaves as an
exem) |B:1r and what other
members of the group see as
the essence of acceptable
behaviour,
Positive or negative reco
tion then follows. For this,
the informal and formal lead-
ers of the group must agree
on certain examples and set
an example collectively. Itis
difficult, especially when
there is no clear reference
point and no way of verify-
ing what rules the roost.
If the group has a powerful
man, his I)cEn\'inur is noticed
and others try to imitate
him. If the powerful man
acquires power by formal
osition, it is one story. If,
owever, he acquires power
through organising cliques
and factions and throug
manipulations, there are
always dangers of somebody
calling the bluff or indeed
power slipping out of his

IF THE POWERFUL
MAN ACQUIRES
POWER BY FORMAL
POSITION, IT IS ONE
STORY. IF, HOWEVER,
HE ACQUIRES
POWER THROUGH
ORGANIZING
CLIQUES AND
FAGTIONS AND
THROUGH
MANIPULATIONS,
THERE ARE ALWAYS
DANGERS OF
SOMEBODY CALLING
THE BLUFF

is not conducive to
organisational stability or,
for that matter, even clarity.
It makes the job of a new
entrant particularly complex.
The complexity would be
enhanced if the new entrant
could not navigate his w.
intelligently wi
ity and shrewdness. If the
group has a large number of
turnovers, then the complex-
ity is further compounded.
Under the circumstances, it’s
perhaps best o recognise
that, like all truths, simplic-
ity is the best approach.
Being truthful, simple, and
straightforward is the foun-
dation of sound behaviour,
stable relationships, and the
achievement of goals con-
structively and dependably.
Like all foundations of a
sound civil society, positive
thinking, straightforward
action, and dependable fol-
low-up is the way to go for-
ward.

It is the human mind that
creates  complications,
Legality and other elements
that try to substitute the
basic cgnraclcl of depend-
ability, without the right
ambience, will remain
halfway houses, It can lead to

quibbling, litigation, and, at
times, disappointment.
However, stability will remain
a matter of character, and that
is where civil socicties need
to pitch. Whether thisisina
formal organisatio
informal civil setu
hardly make a
Truth remains the truth and
for the best way, it is impor-
tant to follow it up relentless-
Iy with silnplicjl\{ and digni-
ty. Like many tales, this too

has a tailpiece.
There is a Sanskrit dictum,
“Satyann bruyat, priyam bruy-
at naa bruyat satyam
apriﬁam". A free translation
of this shall be "Speak the
truth, speak the pleasant; do
not speak the truth which is

unpleasant”.

There can be many views on
this, and each will have its
assumptions and derivations.
If assumptions vary, as do the
derivations, conclusions
would be also varied. That is
the nature of truth: multi-
faceted, each appearing right
in its way. One has to navi-

gate ones way.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant af
international repute. The
views expressed are
persanal)
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Breaking barriers: The rise of women

investors in India’s equity markets

TWO TIER SYSYEM IN TEST CRIGKET

()

ARUN CHAUDHARY

Among the most notable trends in the equity market is the surge in
women investors, whose participation has grown 6.8 times since 2015

he Indian equity mar-
I ket has r:d":?al]rylmns-
formed over the past

two decades. The advent of
smartphones, dggiul tradiny
latforms, and increase
inancial literacy has ushered
in a new era of investors —
young, financially aware, and
open to taking calculated
risks, Recent data from the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) reweals that women
now constitute over 22 per
cent of cqui? marE:l
investors in India, a 68X
growth since 2015.
This surge in female partici-
pation is particularly note-
worthy given the tepid adop-
tion of demat lradfn i
early days_ It could be at
uted to women enjoying
reater financial indepen-

mice, a growing interest in
equitics, and a disciplined
approach to sustainable
wealth creation. The rise in
womens financial awareness
has also been a critical driver
of this growth. A study by
CRISIL and DBS found that
47 per cent of women now
make independent financial
decisions.
This newfound autonomy is
reflected in the increasing
number of women investing

Over the past five years,
hcnchmarlgaind.iccs have
delivered over 100 per cent
returns, For instance, based
on a daily rolling return
analysis, the Nifty 50 Total
Heturns Index has shown
positive returns of approxi-
mately 93 per cent over three

years.
These double-digit returns

in mutual funds. ding 1o
AMFI data, womens share in
industry AUM rose to near-
Iy 21 per cent by the end of
December 2023, against 15.2
per cent in March 2017,
Importantly, this trend is not
limited to major cities;
women in smaller towns
show equal enthusiasm for
capital market investments.
However, the same CRISIL
and DBS study revealed that
women still allocate 51 per
cent of their investable assets
to fixed deposits and savings
bank sccounts, 16 per cent to
Fold.. 15 per cent to mutual
unds, 10 per cent to real
estate, and just 7 per cent of
their investible corpus—being
the least preferred option.
Given the proven potential for
substantial market returns,
women's risk-averse attitude
towards equities is particular-
Iy perplexing.

from long-t quity invest-
ments have far outpaced the
single-digit interest rates
offered by traditional sav-
ings accounts and fixed
deposits. However, women
tend to be cautious when it
comes o equities. The poten-
tial impact of increased
womens pai p:lltinn iE‘

Investor Awareness
Programme actively educate
and empower women by sim-
plifying stock market con-
cepts and encouraging them
o take control of their finan-
cial futures. Simultaneously,
the industry complements
these efforts by developing
accessible and informative
content in regional languages
and diwm]l:‘r?m'mm. sElchBas
podcasts and video tutorials,
o make complex financial
concepts easier to under-
stand. Women themselves
must actively participate in
the stock market by engagin
in discussions, seeking ﬁnw
edge, and taking the initiative
to invest. Starting with a sys-

Madam — There are talks between
Australia, England, and India and the
International Cricket Council's (1CC)
new chair, Jay Shah to split Test (cricket)
playing nations into two tier, with
Australia, England and India in one tier
and the rest in a different tier. The con-
cept has gained impetus post the BGT
series, where the attendance and TV view-
ership touched new records. If agreed
upon by the ICC council, this will come
into effiect post-2027 after the present com-
mitments are met by these nations. The
objective is that these three nations will
play against each other twice in three years
as against the present four-year schedule.
While the idea may have sprung up from
the revenue point of view, 1CC must focus
on its unwritten objective of improving the
quality and skill level of the weaker mem-
ber nations and making all the members
play competitive cricket.

The choice of three nations-India,
Australia, and England-also in the u

tier, is arbitrary if it is on the basis of the
quality of cricket displayed. If it is so, India
has not displayed quality cricket, both in
the home series against the Kiwis and
down under in the BGT series recently.
Also, the Windies have stunned the
Aussics in Gabba in a pink ball test in 2024.
The recent entrants to the test-playing
nations, like Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe,

an have also dis-

equity marl L
A BCG study found that
women cs:nlrignl.c $5 trillion
annually to the global wealth
pool. Encouraging more sig-
nificant equity investment
among women and prudent
risk management practices is
crucial for building a st "
financial future for ind
als and the nation.

Regulators are already imple-
menting measures to create a
safe and transparent market
environment for women
investors. For instance, initia-
tives like the Women's

tematic i lan is a
smart approach to building
wealt over time.
Additionally, consulting
financial experts can help
women navigate the market
with confidence. It is time for
wionmen to seize this opportu-
nity, take control, invest wise-
Iy, and contribute to rebuild-
ng a more equitable and

financially robust India.
(The writer is Director ¢
Chief Business Officer at
mStock by Mirae Asset
Capital Markets; views are
personal)

p]ny:d talents and enthusiasm. Hence such
an idea of an arbitrary split must be
shunned.If the 1CC is serious about split-
ting, it must be based an the performance
in a given time period, say between
2025-28, on the number of points scored
by each nation on the number of test
wins/losses and can consider having two
or three divisions amongst the twelve
member countries. Having done that on
the basis of points scored, one can consid-
er promotion or demotion of the first and
last two, respectively, which will also instill
asense of competitiveness and thereby sus-
tain interest in the test cricket.
Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

A policy shift

Inda’s Foraign Secretary Vikram Misri mat

Afghan Acting Forsign Mnister Mawiwi Amir
Khan Muttagi in Dubai on Wednesday. Thaugh
it ralatians with A% h
the Taliban ssizad power in the mowntainous,
landbacked republic in 2021, New Delhi, in a
smart move, kept providing humanitarian and
BEOnDMic i ta i Tha

In a major and surprising development,

for Atghanistan

Dalhi's palicy towards the Takban. This meat-
ing has taken place at a tima when Afghanistan
is witnassing haightaned tensions with Pakistan
comparning the Durand Line-the bordar between
Afghanistan and Pakistan-as well as regarding
the Tehrik-2 Taliban Pakistan (TTF).

By condemning Pakistan's airstrikes in
Afghanistan, New Dalhi has played a wall-cal-
culated diplomatic move. Besides the Pakistan
factor, Iran’s Chabahar Port is also gaing fo play
a majar rale in Inda-Taliban relations as Kabl
is lnaking to leverage s tins with India by using
the Chabahar Port. Thus, beth the Taliban and
New Delhi have realised that bilateral ties are
mutually beneficial for bath countries. By play-
ing & wital rale in restaring peace, stability, and

Taliban aks ted the Indian delegation to

n i Maw Dalhi can

raopen its diplomatic mission in Afghanistan.
Mow, Misri's maating marks a major shift in Maw

HONOURING INDIAN DIASPORA
Madam—The city of Odisha tarned out to
b the venue for the 18th Pravasi Bhartiya
Diwas this year. In order o honour the
immense contribution of the Indian dias-
pora, it is particularly required to appre-
ciate the exceptional contribution of
Indians overseas. For many decades, mil-
lions of Indians have paid visits to foreign
countries to grab vibrant opportunities in
different spectrums of life.

Indians made exceptional contributions to
the economic success of the different
nations, assisting India to create its own
niche soft power on the basis of its people
settled overseas. Indians are gﬁ:bal
renowned for contributing the worlds
highest remittance back w India with 129
billion USD in 2024. The spirit of the
Indian diaspora is ever vibrant and zeal-
ous, and this celebration at Odisha’s
Bhubaneswar for appreciating Pravasi
Bhartiya is a welcoming initiative. Let’s take
amoment to thank & appreciate the Indian
diaspora, who are conti Ly extendin,

SHCLE b over Pakistan a the
crassroads of South and Central Asia.
Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

MAHAKUMBH MELA IN PRAYAGRAJ

Madam — The Great Mahakumbh Mela
2025, set to take place in Prayagraj, which
is held only onceina crim:l}0 144 years,
which is beginning from January 13 to
February 26, is much more than a religious
gathering-it is a profound celebration of
spirituality, culture, and cosmic alignment.
“This ancient festival, rooted in the Sanatan
tradition, is believed to influence not only
human affairs but also cosmic and terres-

trial ene

red on the haly conflu-
the Ganga, Yamuna
The Mahakumbh
cxemplifies Ir ch cultural diversity,
drawing millions of devotees, ascetics, and
pilgrims from all walks of life. Through
practices like ritual bathing, chanting,
meditation, and spiritual discourses, it
becomes a unifying force, blending tradi-
tions and beliefs into a harmonious
whole.

Anushka Bohra | Ujjain

the legacy of India all around the world.
Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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