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Take abow

Das fnfused ‘Shakti' in RBI to deal with crises

most remarkable period of stewardship of
A the Renerve Bank of India (RBI) ends today

as Shaktikanta Das steps down as
Governot, Das assumed charge ata most difficult
time for the financial markets and for the regulator,
And when he hands over charge to his successor,
Sunjay Malhotra, it will be with o justifiable sense of
pride for what he has been able toachieve in the last
six years at the helm of the central bank,

He con count many achievements,
N Taking over in the backdrop of turmodl in

1) the financia] markets following the
collapse of IL&FS, and friction between hig
predecessor, Urfit Patel, and the
government, Das had to immediaeely
summon all his experience inthe
bureaucricy to smoothen ruffled feathers,
both in the markets and the government,
which he did with aplomb, He handled the
Dewan Housing Finance bust-up and the
near collupse of Yes Bank, hoth withina
few months of his assuming office, witha
fiven buand, even while signalling to the
markets the central bank's commitment to
maintatn stability, But the biggest test of
his office, Indeed his career, was to come in
avear when Covid hit the world, Dus'
stewardship of the RBEin this perod was
autstanding The central bank cut repo
rates by o massive 75 basis points within
three duys of lockdown, This was followed
with frequent, proactive poliey measures
o calm the markets and the financlal
sector, coordinating strategy with the
H(W'I‘.‘lﬂ“'lt‘l'll to reassure busineases and
markets und keeping communication
channels open, appearing before the media
atfreguent intervals,

Speeaking ot the businessline
Changemakers Awards event in New Dethi
about o year ago where he recelved the
Changemaker of the Year 2023 award, Das
dweltat lengeh on the steps that the RBI
T to take 1o keep It stalf protected even
while ensuring that market operations
functioned without interruption, In recent
times, the RBIhas not shied away from
wielding the stick to keep its regulated
entities in line — whether banks, NBFCs
or fintechs — in the matter of curbing
sharp practices, A nowble facet of the RIE
under Dag was its ability to “smell a crisis”,
a8 he put it in the Inteeview at the
Changemakers Awards event, whether it
e runaway lending by banks unmindful of
risks, or attempts o evergreen loans by
some NBFCs, Desplee such a stellar list of
achievements, one suspects that what Das
would cherish most s his role as inflation
warrlor,

Ower the last few months, there have
been calls from various quarters, including
this newspaper, for him to adopt a more
benign stance in favour of growth by
cutting rates, But he hos refused to shed
T samurad sultand sword unedl the
“elephant retreated inte the woods”
without a threat of return, Look at what
the RBTAct says in the matter of Flexible
Intlation Targeting, be said, in the latest
policy statement last week, Das has taken
the inflation battle to the decisive sage;
i successor will have s much easler job, at
least on this front. While Das'
stendfuseness is to be admired, the jury is
out on whether his commitment to stable
prices will come ata cost to growth, and If
s, by how mueh. Dag' st of
achievements as Governor are many. Yet,
history will probably judge him only on his
sisecesds us an inflation warelor, That is the
Jot of central bunk governors,

OTHER VOICES.

HIMADRI BHATTACHARYA

o the coneluslon of s
fifth bi-monthly mecting
this fical on December b,
2024, the Menetary
Polley Committee (MIRG)
decided with ad-2 majority rokeepthe
porly repo e unchangesd ut 6,50 per
went, L, eleven tines in o row, The
stanee of the policy wis also kept
h A at ‘reutral’, This derl

wis unisnlmons. Mowt of the surveys
conducred before the poliey meeting

ALt Sane] ofthe st
with regard to hoth the policy rare and
ntance, Expectedly, o fow of the
reapoies were simllir to the dissent
opirbony within MPC that favoured a
ke cut by 25 basin pointe,

Alac, I line with the majoriey
renpomnsen in the surveys, the KB
unaunsed o favourable lquidiey
measine: it o reduce the cash
renerve ratlo (CRR) of all banks by 50
basin pesinty, therelry rentoriig it to 4 per
cent of NIDTL, which was prevadling
before the commencement of the e
polley tightening eyele in April, 20122,
Release of primary lHguldicy to the banks
s eonsguende of this seopwould be
whout €1.16 kakh crore, boosting thelr
renources for making loams an
livestments.

ADAFTIVE PROJECTIONS?
‘Pwonecent data significantly altered the
mASKIeEn NOmic prospects and, by
miplication, the expecred path of the
monetury polley for the rest of the
current fiscal as also the next one: (1)
CPLprine for October 2024 ar 6,2 per
weng exceeded the upper tolerunce bevel
of 6 per cent, and wis tlno wiry ahove the
Nacest (33:2024-25 t\mju:mnur-l.xpcr
went, iwnd (i) real GOP growth for
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RBI does well to
keep status quo

RIGHT MOVE. Monetary policy is not about looking for opportunities
to cut the policy rate, It Is about macro stability

i i

I of g
MPCwho favour a commencement of
policy casdng with n rare cut Ty 25 basis
pedings aw now Incrensed from one to
rwa, Thalr line of negument seenn tobe
the fallowkng: the recent alowdown In
the growth race as also n private
Arventment in the manuficturing seevor
peng 1o a demand defbelt in the
eeonomy, which hay been compounded
by o backlustre demand for industrial
m.u‘:‘iumln Inadla's export markets, Real

QL2024-15 a1 5.4 per cent |
Borwer than che latest projection of 7 per
cent, (1:2024-25 actual of 6.7 per cent

e vt upp fon o the Indian
rupee sinee the onset of the tghtenkng
cyele bn May 2022 and thereafter has
v the poor averall export
performunce dusing this perod, More
real nmmlum:nn whenipeeine

and A1 per cent reglstered in coditribut
Q22023-24,

Inthe light of the two data, the MPC
b reduced the GO P growth projection
fiow 202425 from 7.2 per cent oo o6 per “narmalisation o
eent und increasied C projection for

2024-25 to 4 f per cent from 4.5 per cent
made earlier, Thene are large

utingits happenling withina perlod
of abous two months, which would rabee
owo questions: One, why, b general, the
aetial printswith respect to both GDIY
und CPI hap’pcn'tulx' worne than the
prajections? As a covsllary tothis
heere uny systematie blas in the
quarterly projections? Two, o what
extent are the peojections alvo ndaptive?
Gerting answers to both these questions
b tmportant, an they will provide an
Inskght ingo the robustness of the
moceln used b ghe RBI for the purpose
ol vk e projecel

for monetary policy purpm‘cu.'

i Fm:mnr
monetary policy’,

Srwalving veduction in the poliey rae by
MPC does not begln here and now,

The majoricy opinion, the sssence of
swhich has been artleulated by jB1
Governor Shaktikanta Das on several
ocenslong in recent months, is thit
trong founcdathon for high growth can
b secured only with durable price
ueabllity. Restoration of the balance
between Inflazlon wnd growth inthe

High inflation not only
rf.-tll’umq the purchasing
power of both rural and
urban consumers but also
alters relative prices

overall interent of the econcomy b the
foremost task of the MPC, High inflatkon
ot only reduces the purchasing power
af both rural and wrbvn consumen but
Al alters relative prices, Bath can have
ree Implications for privaze

conrumption. Any premature cusin the
poliey rave, e, hefore durable
alignment of CPLinflation with the 4 per
cent et could lead to several
macro-Hinancinl sethacks,

‘The hgher-than-expected CPIpring
fiar Dcnober wis ocensioned by s
rhse I Food Inflatkon and an uptick in
core Inflation. Any cut In the policy rate
mow inay engender the gk of inflation

wonlldl reduce the coonony’s cost
wrructire which, n turn, would reduce
Inflarion and provide a boost talocal
indust; .Elnh:uhllytlnnpnnmm
et af the uothelpated outeomes
materiallsed, though, The spkke In
inflarion continued unabated, leading ro
o harsh raversal kn enrly 2023, The
central bank's overnlght borrowing rate
rome from 7 per cent in February 2023 o
13,5 per cont In June 2023, Desplee the
tightening, consumer Inflaglon in Turkey
il very high axarownd 47 por cene,
Monetary policy-maldng bs nog about
Tooking for tactlcal opportunites and
protests eo cut the polley rate. This

B ol contral, T policy
reversal and several dises ﬂfrxcpo 7
increanes. Dolng vo will run againse che
very graln of the Inflation-targeting
frumewark now in place,

TURKEY EXFERIENCE

The expertence of Turkey In recent years
Tnighlights the Bkely mistakes in

mcwetary policy-making In o succinet
manner, In the wake of the outhreak of
wir In the Black Sea reglon in early 2022,
Turleey faced o slgnificant spurt kn
eonmurmer influglon, ke many other
countries, The central ank there
reaporidid to this development with o
very unconventlonal measure; it lushed
thie policy rates (the main ones belng the
central bank's overnight
Darrowing/lending raten) ghrice luger
that vear, This action was baked on the
assumption that alower inverent rne

ppronch bs Hkely o be costly ina
macko-economic sense and could even
b denratall The decinbon to devel
a benchmark overnlghe interest rate o :
T callied SORR (Secured Overnight
Rupee Kave ) and bawed on two secured
overnght money market instruments
(et pepro and TREP) ko elmely step,
Orver the lnat several years, there has
boen a continuous shift involume from
the unsecured overnkghe lending and
orrowing market (with MIBOR as its
Isenchmark) n favour of the secured
market, And in the secured segment,
TREP has been galning involume,
Subsequent to the commencement of
publication of SORR by FBIL, one would
et the emergence of SORR-baed
Interest rave derivasives In India,

Thha mriber I 3 Farrmer caitra | bankier nd 8 consuian|
tothe IF, Through Tha Billan Pras

Unease over Presidential pardons

The Biden administration Is toying with the idea of issuing pre-emptive pardons given Trump's long foe’ list

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

with a degree of apprebenslon on

the Incoming Prevident Donald )
“Trump, America, 1o, I warching with o
wense of inease, of President Joe Biden
Reaving on January 20, 2025, For all those
b were under thee drmpreslon thie
Tilden®s exlt was golng to be an
unceremonious as thit of Prosident
Jimmy Carter in 1981, there is s reason
o re-think, Blearre ws it may wound,
Tilden s Hieely toleave bebind o leguey

I ths not just the world thae's walting

on Presidentinl pardons, sormething thit
atartesd with George Washingtan and the
‘Whitskey Itebellion,

Many Democrats wre slmply outraged
what Presldert went back on his word on
Fn-dmlng hls pon Hunter Blden ofany
edernl erimes hie may hive commited
between 2014 and 2024, His deckslon to
parcdon Hunter Blden opened a
Pandaora’s how with civil righ
slamming the President for not
extending the pardon to hundreds, if oot
ehousands, who aee o jall for n number
of reasons, Afree all, President Carer

had pardoned ull those who had evaded
ahiie deaft b the Viernam Wr and Barack
Obama freed hundreds comvleted of
non-viodent drugoffences, Furdoning
Hurter Biden wis not the Dnnll'{lllingthul
wpset Damoceats and Biden allies. [twas
o I the ratbornle that was advanced;
] eleve in the justiee aystens, but a |
Tarvie wrestled with this, |also belive
ruwy politien hns dnfected this process snd
it lod vo s miscarrlage of justlce,” the
President sadd. And this in preciscly what
Preuident-ehect Trump has been saylng
fo four yeary, enpecially u be way taken
through S!pn'lnl mnwlu = that he was
wvletim of polities.

MANY TARGETS
‘The unese In Amerben today innt of
Bichen demicting office without alegacy.

UNSETTLING, The pardoning of Hunter

the rants of Tramp and his Make
America Great Agaln (MAGA) crowd.
"The “foe” line ks long for the
Prestdent-clect and It eould Inchude rop
D whirn hee has wald should be

1t ds e of leaving the White House with
an unense that adenlnlstration officlals
mnyhmrlnu with the idea of lssuing
e-empeive pardons, glven what Trump
uld on “enemien”, Chants of*Lock
Him Up" or“Lock Her Up" had boen s
mantra right through Trump's policical
career — gmm the vesteryear of Hiltary
liron and Naney Pelost w toduy's
Kamala Harvis, they hove been through

i fald; slethng a nd former memben of
Congress; and adminlaeation officials of
thie Fustice Department and
Inventlgative agencies Hie the Federal
Hurenu of Investigathon, Some say that
meing cxrs Hioe Anthomny Fauel could
algo be targered. On the Republican side
the nogables would be former
Congremswoman Liz Cheney, Itis
difficult o deaw wpa lst for the “likes"

of Trump could be counted in one hand,
i not ewo, family included,

"There 54 blgger problem thar Blden
musst b worrled ahout other than
making wp ehat lae of who 14 1o be
pmumr:lwly pardoned. The fact that a
dossler ls being prepared lteell could be
damaging encigh to those who may not
want to be conaidered potentlal
wrangdoers, on eeminal or el
Titkgations, For instance, former
Dremocrathe House Intelligence
Commitees chief and current
Senuror-elect Adam Schiff hox asked
Biden not toconslder hiv name.

The lalmm&vw:r 1o kmkng
futurkstic blanker pardon would come
from the precedent it sets on the
Presidency, The bsue of Presldentlal
pardony wiss one of those privileged
powieri of the Executlve that came
without any checks and balances, Now, I
Pressdent Hiden goes throughwith the
iden, lxogrenn up o calla for
Comgressional serutly, ansd with this
another clecus type environment in
Washington DO

Tha whber b a senlar o malis wha Fas repated from

Gu%an

The fall of Assad: a tumultuous, fragile hopa in Syria
Bahar al-Ausad’s downlal cami not with o bang but & whimper, The
Syrlon dictator reportedly fed his home in the wale of o bluhneg
achwance by a coalition of antkgesernmant rabele. By Sandsy merming be
i gani - lnaving armed groups i the countryg’s dominand political
Players, & spirie of antl-Asiad sertiment surnged acroas Syria, mardesting
Il theesgh diplays of both calebration and defuncs. The quatticn
row b whither this unbsashed energy - bratally suppeessed by fear and
it haritarian contred - will becamea unifying farce in bulding a new
Aation or, rather, & precursor to desper divisians. The fal of the House of
Agsad, which has rided Syria for mere than hall & century, should be o
iy o B batoe al regimes. M Adsad's departure underscores o
braacler truth: socistied cannot indefinitely tolerate dystemic abuses, such
s ststesponsored propagarda, cormuption and valence, The Fah rots
Trarm thi haacl down, M Assad's Syrian wate collygsed from within
hvivg spent more than s decade pursisag o relgn of berree thas anly
funlled the very unnest I SoUghE Lo SUPRFEES, Lowson csesn o
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solar
Aprapoa the sdltenal Warming up’
(Diecembser &, the fact that mest of
thee roaltap sl pawer Lnit
Installatens under PAM Surya Ghar
Puft gl Yoojss are conbimd b just
Four Sxates shaws thae the
mwarerimns |nvels in ceher States
ot uip o thee maek. Further, the high
Installaticn cost facter, swen after
b kly, mnary e i g the gresth

ax makie the scheme alfardalbde to
the i, Al for thase whe cannat
abfard o bear the remsning 10 per
core cast of irmtalfat oo, the same

ducainar by past to

enberimnment, atch than food

e gwen bboral ischrical and

Eelite, The Hincl Busresa Lins, Kastur! Bulldings, 559060, Anna Salw, Channal 600002,

The fall af Assnd's government in

[prosluctst
that there is remarialie
Improwvernent in their sardard of

1
perfuct pratoeype medsl
These sanitation rabats, i

may be arrang

bkt o eimiingl interest rate and
repayabie n sy nstalments,
Furthor, swarerest about the
schems reeds bo be incresed to
make propde now of the sdvantage

af natallations,

Moat of the poor houiehalth reguire
Installaten with capacities of lesy
than or geual bo 1 W for their pewer
eonumatian And thay cannot
alford the cont of insallstion even
with the current subskdy of 60 per
ennt. The subsidy companent may
b Increaved to 60 per cons for
installations up to 1 kW capc iy, a0

ol i lar ared the
sabsid iseel cont of maaliation

Tk dind

Consumar g m
The mt<lo'wlwnhglwqm|gm:h
Irelian cansumers! (Dacombiar 7y
made for a good vesd, That Indian
CONEUIMETS are spen g mone on
services (educabon, heakh,

Ihving, T ¥ %
edducation ane healthears sugers well
Toe the country, as these ore key
camponents of human cagial
fermation

§ Ramakrishnasayes
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Sanitation robots

This refers to ‘Sanitation 1.0, Rabats
thas do herale battle i the gutter'
(Decombnr &) Technalogical
Irvmrians have both Mps and fop.
Saart-upn enaged n deslgrirg of
wanitasion rabats for addressing the

fi ana lrge sale, waild
il thesinands al winter and sewaje
rtwarks, by plugging Imnkages and

i t
af the tountry's 13pear eivl war bue
wwiped aut s bastion fromwhich iran
arvl Qussla seerchnd nfience
acrons the Wese Asin. The visual
Footage an tekevson shawiny,

revneniry it v
dore manuslly
Y Baskaran

Chams

End of Assad's

With lashar-al fussad, whe ruled
Syra swith s iron-hat for rearty &
equarter of a century, fleeingg the
country snd taking refuge in fussia
Febowiryg the capture of Carmascuy
by vl Forens, Syrin now stares at

challenges
Irfrustructure maktenance need to

paltical
imtatiley

Siyrians in cars and on
oot congregating ot a main square in
Damaseu s wavingand chanting
“lrmedam apely reflectnd their
dunper yoarning far froe rule, febely
e Ireed Syria freem the cutehes af
s val b they have tha daunting
nask of trying ta deliver stability to
dhversn couriry with competing
Eactians that will need bilions of
eledlars in aldand invest ments o
reLilid
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RBI prioritises inflation

Growth support will start after inflation moderates

—
Rajani Sinha,

ithinflarionazry
‘ J‘J pressures continuing
and growth losing

What does ‘global growth’ mean?

The recent period has seen a reassertion of the Western countries as drivers of global growth, and a relative decline of Asia

MACROSCAN,

conseruct rather than the actual
that face and

In which all international transactions

Growth profile

occur. Therefore, the figures heve use Ratw of growth of real GOF (%} AETR
momentum, the REI Monetary damhasedon actual, or market w
Policy Comrairtee (MPC) hada R AT SO, ot those baged on BER.
challengingtaskin kand. The MIPC (4 Ty [} This givesusa rather different L
chose acautiousapproachand m’"globalﬁmrm naway that pleture of economic change over the 1
witheontinged focus on inflation, SUGReSTs T pone in the past quarter cenrury. As Figure 3 shows, _Z"-n../_
maintaineda smmsq\noon!nucy world ks affected hyiz equally. Of  convergence of per caplzaincommes of the A 2 '——\T —— e
inzerest rates and the course, It s well known theat this MEjor CoUntry groups in terms of marker i :

However, n’.:pmd.d.cmfm:nn SR i ch s il 1a not true either across or within h Thas been both sl d - — - 2
liguidity from, the CRRR was cut by AR g R o national economies, verylittle. At the start of the century, the \ "
5(bps. Withinflationary risks eairol s e (‘uumnegdlfﬁefhugelymrennsof average per capita income in advanced
emanating from dormestie food '[l'lEl.lalII]l? Eamer i leswas around five times the -2
pricesand geo-paolitical conflices, ecanomic growth has been poar more rapid global growthor svmd\:he global average, and this has fallen A
the central bank chosea x pend| the Centreand losses associazed with growth slowdown  slightly 1o avound 4.25 times In dhe most = - = B oo oW om g 7

ir-and h approach e i e The Centre ordeclmeg..wud(hlnsmmnr_rics. mgtypenod E E E E é E E % % ,.ﬁ( 2 % E E = é ESES § = E Q é
policyinterest rates. While hasschmmdnnldepermm: of growing inequality has meant that the By contrast, the average per capita e 5 Warld
remaining cautious, the RE3 did the ered inthe first rich everywhere have tended to benefic incomes of all developing countries w— - —
notseem o be overky concernad seven months.of this fiscal, while disproportionately from period of taken together (ncluding China) which .
onthe growth front. onaconsolidared basts State economic expansion and avoid the costs— began ar a quarter of the global aver, USwvs China

CPlinflari 2per Be h ity ofdeclines. Nevertheless, the sense of Tiave still not managed to reach even haif 3 W e
oent in Cretober, ahave the REs 26 percent Inthe first sbomonths. broadly similar movements in economic  of the global average. Growth rates of real GOP of U5 and China {)
rarget band and ks expected to expect the government's acriviry across countries persist, and this 16
mnulnhlghml)'!l’\'zs 'lhraspllu: capex spending to Improve in the driwn(heappmachwdamkinmmmof INCOMES DIVERGING 14
InCPIi d that should m%amh Iscemainlyruethat  Table 1, describing different reglons, /\ 2
Dfﬁ)ndmﬂarlondn:!!auhlghof beuuppnrdwufpawﬂ\.l—'ﬂv:u uslnunq, s have been now shows thar the differences across = "
& percent (average of last chree Imvestrment is also expected to mmrlmblvmue]amdmsmd ies are if anything even greater. =
mm»'),whtilec:rsfinﬂaﬂnn improve, golng by the healthy Gunrry Isof ime?ﬂuaenﬂimnn'zgim& i — \M :
remains bendgn ataround 3.5 per growthinorder book of capizal development since the tum ofthe “convergence” at all in terms of per &
oent, poodsand road construction century, as Figure 1 suggests. capitaincomes, 4

compankes, Meanwhile, South Asia— which 2

FOODCULPRIT Healthyagriculure production NA RIVALRY conralng India that Is generally seen 2sa 0
Evenin food inflation, the main and consequent easing of food ln all discussion nfaﬂ;resamnlnhﬂ country experiencing rapid growth —
culpritisvegerable price inflation mflation shoold hesut'pardveof ecomomic activity, the two economies still remains a1 per capita income levels -2
thaz shotup bya sharp 42 per cent overall improvemsent that are generally singled out for specisl of less than one-fifth of the global -, = SoomETuemEn o
inOctoberand has beenata , Henoe, wee artention sre the USand Ching, notonly  average, and less than 4 per cent of the E 2 E g g § E 2 § § EEESEsESESSEESEE
monthlyaverageof 25 percentin ecanomis growth toimprove in for their curvent dominant positions, MNorth American avel ‘-
the current fiscal year. In face, CP1 the second halfof theyear. butalso for their increasingly intense Allthis of course excludes internal s O e U,
inflarion excluding vegetahle However, mr:..!':;sgmwlh rivalry. China's spectacular economic Inequa'llt;es u.l:lcharekmvwnrohe
priceshasbeenatabenignaverage  projection for FY25at 6.5 percent growth over four decades made it the intense in ,and Wide gap
of 3.5 per centinthe current fiscal, s marginallylower than REF's second Ian;.egwn:mnmyln the world by c.urreml\ sceount for well more 1han -2

A.nnduronuceml.!gagpcc(ls peojectian. the rurn of the century, Talf of global income ineq Per ta world averagy § terms) P cuari)

spike in edible ofl The i liquidicy had (Over the past quarter cenrury, China's according vo most researchers, ]

Inflationin (hlssepnem:sho‘tup become right with persispent economic expansion has ourpaced thas LUsing the lens of market exchange .
0.5 per centin Oezober in zal cutflows and the S0 bpscut wfthe US —bur recently the difference rates also provides new insights onthe — """“-v...,‘_,____)_w §
m?mwem spike in ghobal prices In ChEwillhelpi heas beenshrinking, and it s strikingthar  congriburions toglobal th from the 4
and increase i domestic import siation. This measurewill help since X019 the two countries appear to dlffemnueglms Figure 4 provides data
dury, While food inflationis dueto  releaseliquidicyofaround $1.2 have experienced synchronous Tor the first two decades, 2000 o 2020, H
supply side factors, the REThas Eakh crove in the system. Thisin ecomomic cycles, unlike in the previous and then for the four years since the 3
highlighted inthe pasttheir rurnwill ease short-term rares and two decades, This reflects the recent Cowid-19 pandemic,
eoncern around infiationary prepare the ground fora palicy growth slowdown in China, but also the Ltis evident (as was suggestedin 1
[pressure getting broad based, rage cut inthe coming quarter, very sharp recovery in the US following Figurel as well) that the pandemic year g

Toadd rothed ic L d moderation of India®s the pandemic year 2020, |mrlmdashifringmmhpﬂr(ems,!um
inflarionary woes, there are global economic toaround "The more rapid rates of growth in that in the recent period the LS and
inflarionary concerns dueto 6.5-6.6 percent in FY25 s noc some middle and lower income L‘Luﬂpe}m'oemergedag(he mn;ar
peo-political condlicts, threats ofa alarming, butit tention les — partd PO nes driwers of global
rade warand financial market asthe couniry moves away from Iike China and o lesser extent India — Asln.whlchmdmprewnus pnrlodlm{
volatility. REl kasrevisedupwards 78 percentgrowthrecorded in has glven rise to mlk of global accounted for nearly one-third of global ith ek =
; : ? g . Growth snares
itsaverageinfladon projectionfor  the last twoyears, convergence, But a major part of this is G growth,

FY25t04.8 percent, inlinewith Hence REDwill be lookingat the result of a statistical artefact: the use Inthe period 2020-24, North America Contriutions Lo ghobal growth (%) P i 4|
ourexpectations, With fresh providing monetary policy of Purchasing Power Paricy (PPP) and Western Europe together sccounted australia and Wew Zeslaad =

harvest coming into the markes, su 0 asfood exchange razes to measure and compare  for more than half {35 per cent) of total . | | |

fiod Inflasion isexpected i Inflation moderates. CP1 GDF across countries, global growth, reversing the trend of 2 | | |
moderatetoarcund 6.5 percenthy  moderation in Q4 FY25 should decline the previous decades. East Asin

the end of the fiscal year, provide thas window of PPP FACTOR This was dise in no small measure to = h

With GDPgrowthin oppestunizy to Thereare pirical and the very large countercyclical Southeast Asia
lowerthan expected, the REIhas srartashallow rate cnnccrmwldl theuseof PPP macroeconomic policles (both fiscal and h
lowered the full year growth Weexpect ItB[mcur(hepnhqr exchmgelmw which have now become monetary) which had the douhble effect South Asia
estimsate for I-W'A%mt’;?j;anem raceby 50bpsin d. Inthe current context, of enabling faster and larger economic _
from earlier estimate of /.2 per 2025, e maprc\mm s that I'}'I'ﬂfcﬁmgﬂ reciwery inthele own countrles, and SutrSaharan Africa
oent, — rates tend to overstare the GDP of lower ing capital owttl devaluati i

One major reason for slower Thewrkeris Chief Economist, CareE dge Ratings. income counrries. and debt distress ina range of low and North Africa

Inany case, when looking ar the middle income countries. i
relative ceonomic significance of Central Asia and the Caucasus
countries in the global econommy, or their EAST, 5-E ASIA SHARE DIP ﬁ
. 3 H eontribution to. egate growth, it Meanwhile, East and South-East Asla
thehindubusinessline. bt e ] together sccounted for less than 15 per P o S i S——
Western Esrope

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

December 10, 2004

Growing divergence

==

Per reghans rel d avernge | § s} AT
" i = == South America
TRAI seeks more power to resolve interconnect rows 2000 2010 2020 204
The Telecom Regulatory dutheeity of India (TRAL) said an Thursday that it wil - —— — —— al
approach elifer the Supreme Cauet o the Government o amend the TRA| Noeth America 494 a7 L1 a8 Cont """‘““
ALl 1o pet more poeers Lo intervens in dispubes relating to intesconnect. Mr Central America 03 o4l 058 058
Pradip Baifst, Chiairrnan, TRAL said, "Due to an order by the TOSAT, TRA has it herica ] s PP an Worth America S =
o policing powers over diputes for which the Telecom Tribunal is currenssy s z 05 10 15 0 %5 | 35 40 45
the soke autharity. We ase trying b deal with the Stuatian te get & remedsy, Caribiiean 052 048 045 051
Either we will request that due amendiment be mage tothe law ar we wil go to Western Euroge 407 423 [F 8 W 200024 2002020
Court, thatin , genersl ruling is not acceptable” Eastern Eurn 240 L0 2 18
pe cent of global growth, compared to control of the International economle
Worst over on inflation: Chidambaram Central Asla and the Cavcasts 043 A6 L) L] nearly 35 per contin the previous rwo archirecrure through institutions and
Dreclaring that the “worst is aeer™ an inflation with glabal crude ol prices Morth Africa o .40 038 83l decades. legaliregulatory processes established
beginning to “maderate”, the Finance Minlster, Mr P Chigambarcam, en Sub- Saharan Africa o1z 018 016 o1 The ability of the North Americanand  owver the prewious 75 years,
Thursday promised in the Lok Sabha to kesp a dose watch an the prices of ~ Western European regions to once again This s whar also enabled them o
eagential cormmomities and resort to further duty cuts if necessary. South Asia 008 & L L] reassert thelr dominance does not undertake significantly large fiscal
Southeast Asla on 238 048 042 reflect inherent economic strength and hespnlw:gdminsdbeﬂ St
SEBI amends listing pact terms to benefit investors East Asla 087 280 143 L potential somuch as the significance of pandemic, and also provides grearer
In order to protect mestars’ interests in securities and to promote and global currency hierarchies and the cushion for them In facing Furure shocks.
eulite, the securities market, the SEBI has srended listing sgreement tarms, Australa and Hew Zeaiand m sa 536 ] ability of these countries to maintain Hut nothing lasts forever,
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2585
EASY NOTSO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
01, Carbalydrate (6) 02, Unspaken (5) 01. To top the bill when st church needs o lot of formality (6] 02, Bird & hoiding bill that is understoad witheut waords (5)

0B Prepared ta go (5)

=
=

. Miy b depanded an (8}

12, Maba biresk in the afternosn in special extremes (53

09.Cut eclgein curves, 04, Car honaet {Am) (4) 0. Sehubert’s fr
shalifist: (7) 05, Fracture (5) 11, Left for dead? {5)
11, Went () 08, Quick (4)

12 Ta thieve (5) 07, Regarded, looked at (4)

15 Deliver an over (4)
16 Method; route (3)
17. Accept (4)

1. Plants for

flavauring (53

21, Taking weight off ()
24, Wikite ant (7} 21, Fleating devies (4)
25 Intuitive faculty () 22, Instrument-face (4)
26 Shart, fast run (63 23, Precicus stones (4)

3. Get a goal {5

0. wntencled to ke everlasting {9}
2. Catches besath in serrow (4)
3. Lang piece of bunting (8)

4, Cordusien, muddis (43

240, Candusting stick (5)

ritially (5]

21. Taking off revolutionary coppier that returns gin cockead (3)

24, Hall the Winter i time to change for a destructive

iraeet {7}

25, Natiral apeituce of & place of fun far tsking in peurds (5)
26 Double-curve towrite in Black capitals for a quick run (6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2584

ACROSS 1. Aristocracy B Up-to-date 9. Loge 10, Mems 13, Writ 16 £ros 17, Sas 18, Seep 20 Yards 24, Agio 25, Misnamer 26, Refrigerans
DOWN 2. Rate 3. Sidle 4 Often 5. Allow & Businessman 7, Morterboard 11, Annigy 12, Siver 14, Ream 15, Cada 19, Proaf 21, fewing 22, Diner 23, Amen

0], Prapared Lo study the basks at the end of the day (5)
ks hamie wark Coquila {T)

15, Deliver over far it to hold sne's bresidast cereal (4
16, Make it ard leave roarm for one’s mannes of living ()
17. Ly hald of tap key Frishes off (4)

19, Flavoursarme things are o woman's, halding breath |

0. O el s

05, Intermission

07. Looked at wh

12. Soul

10 For each acut, male, ten arrange

et & oo blue whes cauld be csurted én (B)

04, Gangster ralsad by Ameriean bo get & laak at ear engine (4)

theat wil Nt rermasn intact (5)

06. 5 will thiss g witheat fosd except for sarly mes (4)

rat was made yesterday and partly returmed (@)
% to be there to last (3)
d to see farmer

14. Soeme disord)
18, Incise afine b
20, Even il s pa:

in Nazi fares [4)

13. Diseowes & pennan right inside & coaking-vessel (8)

lor ceesirs where man est tegether (4)
o get goals (5)
ssed in the relay, keep going at the wickes (5)

21, Top of rudder 1o the stern ol seamsn's flosting struetire (4)

23 For example,

.

22 Being set ke the table, s given aver te the face (4)

ivee up writing such precious things (4)
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BECAUSE THE

AFTER ASSAD

Even as the world celebrates the fall of a tyrant, fingers remain
crossed onwhether it will lead toa more pluralistic Syria

MW IN THE weorld, barring the ruling cirches in Tehran willl shed
atear for the fall of the Assad dynasty that has ruled Syrla with an iron list for
han sl a century. Under Halez al Assadd, Syria, oneof the an-
chent and vibrant societies of the Levant, was turned intoa brutal police-state
rum by a small clicpee, Bashan's codlapse on Sunday — it twok an 11 -day offensive by rebel
groups — is a reminder that rule by dictators is “very strong”, until it 1s not, Back in 2011,
armdd the Arab Spring, Bashar al Assac crushed the peacelul protests for change. Since
then, his rube had been under great stress,
Even as the world eetebrates the fall of a tyrant, it is important to remember that it
dnr:mulnrlwufurwudmiumhrhlld&leluﬂmurnkud. Everyone has thelr lin-
o eer wehether the new rnulers in D pthel lop
amare pl Trameworki b b the enormous d|-
versityof the nation. That the leader of the mlwl!wmlml Ihmulv:ullmm’u: Al
Mnh.\mmrdal -Jawdand, w-ls.tfnrmnnlr da of hout whether
pht move fron “seculari nFI!wn:w.‘I: toan intolerant slamist
nLl:lmclt.uhlnI:m leuttlvmﬂhedllﬁmn:ﬁuuuns of the rebel groups that have tiken
aver I will han; rog Bulleling a stable system of gmaermance,
Adeling to the massive domestic challenges is the role of external powers, It was the
Iranian and Russian interventions that helped Assad stay in power at enormous cost (o
the Syrlan people, Cver the last Tew days, Tehran and Maoscew, distracted by battles else-
wihere, gave up o the dictator, Having been the biggest supporter of the Assad regime,
Iran Is undoubtedly the biggest boser. The loss of Syra punctures a big hole o the “axks of
resistance” that Tehean had against brael, With regime i
Tehiram boses its secess (o Syrln nnu Lehanun It s ot elear 1 Russia can retaln the air and
navalk T acep the [ Ieke Tehran, Moscow re-
Lnns:urrrdlplnma:x kmtw.u A permanent mmlﬂu{lhrliNSC Turkey ks a major
winner, having b il d its inSyria
anel the broader I.wnnl rmunn .'ﬁllhnugh Esrael Is plrmd o u'r: Mowsadd go, It would be
wary al Syrials | extremist groups th el Aviv with
renewed vigour The mioderate Arab states like Egype, Jordan, Saunl.‘\:allla and the United
Arab Ermirates would not want bo see radical lskamic groups destabilising the region, In
Dl there s ali aitach: e Assae] dynasty Cethi i dis lis-
putes with |slamabad over the decades. But the bells have tolled for the Assad dynasty.
Delhi, whose siakes n the reghon are growing by the day, has no tme o waste on senti-

TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL
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WorprLy WIsSE
[ FOUND | COULD SAY THINGS WITH COLOR AND
SHAPES THAT | COULDN'T SAY ANY OTHER WAY.

— Liliomcia CYKy

A point of no return

Will Syria and the wider Middle East be better off
without Assad? There are no easy answers

P

P R KUMARASWAMY

IN A SWIFT and unpredictable operation,
dool fures rotiy
pled the Assad regime. Ina matter of days, fol-
lenwedrg the all of Aleppo, the second largest
city, the fabe of President Bashar al-Aasad was
seadeed in the early howrs of Sunday, Indeed,
his ancestral hometown, Qardaha in the
Eatakia Province in the northwest — where
il father Hades. ﬂntlbmllwrl!amlmmhllrd
In the family — was already un-
eleer thye mnlrul of the rebel foroes.
Aomard became the last of the Arab leadery
o e toppled Bllowin g domestic unsest inthe
city of Daraa, closer to the Jordanian border,
on March 6, 2001, For over a decade, he sur-
wiveed, primarily due to the commitment and
Toyalty of the Assac-Army-Alawite triumwi-
rate, and they swam together and survived.
Wihen this proved insufficlent o counter
dlozens of rebel forces supported by varkous
regional and extra-regional powers, Assad
veached out for mikisry hel p from Iran, Rusia
and Hezballah, The decade-long active
Russian intervention, which began in
Septernber 2015, shored up the belesguered
M and I

tonal comimunity, especially the United
Mations, from actively bvtervening in encing
the eivil war, For thelr part, Iranian and
Hulmlhh mfu fought mwldewm
ment

During this period, some Arab countiies
were critical of Assad for nat listendng” to the
wikces ol Syrians and lor priveitising personal
survival over the larger interest of Syria The
pvmlnl.mut umu' P.md mlm rﬂul!ud In
In
November 2011; however, rhl' survival of
Aasnad ressted I the League revoking lis de-
cigion in May 2023, signalling the Syrian re-
tum I:rmr ﬁr.th-ml In recent rmonthy, sev-

Al Arabilaand

mientablsm; i must think of the post-Aasad Middle East in broader strategie
than the distoeting prism of the competition with Fak

A HOT WINTER

Record temperature levels in 2024 signal deepening of
climate crisis. Policymakers have their task cut out

TS ALLBLIT certain that 2024 will be the Latest cata from
the ELFs Coperniews Climate Change Sendce (C35] show that st Nevember wis
the 16th monthin a 17-manth period when the average global temperature rise

the LAE bega and they even
hosted President Assad. The restoration of
Iran-Saudi Arabia relations = mediated by
Chima in March 2023 ~ partly improved the

Assad became the last of the
Araly leaclers to be toppled
following domestic unrest in
the of Daraa, closer to
the Jordanian border, on
March 6, 2001 For over a
decade, he survived,
primarily due to the
commitment and lovaly of
the Assac-Army-Alawite
trivmvirate, and they swam
oot her and survived.
When this proved
insufficient w counter
dozens of rebel forces
supported by various
reglonal and extra-regional
powers, Assad reached out
for milivary help from Iran,
Russia and Hezbollah,

situation. Hovwever, woekend events have rad-
cally atered the situationin Syria and beyond,
The end of the Bashar regime comes

Thiee, the skamie Repoblicof Iran, which
beachs the anti-sracki foroes in the Middle East
under the banner of the Axis of Resistance,

against the hackedrogal avolatile

charged Middie Eastern order I'nllnwlsu the
October 7, 2023, terror attacks by Hamas
against |seael, One, despdte the huge eivillan
casuilties, pread ineer-

s internally Dispelling reghonal
fears and contrary to its public rhetorie,
Tehran chose not to respond to the October
206 lsraell strike believed to have been car-

national ¢riticism, Esriel’s military strabegy
bronsghit some :anullﬂe |Mlcal.md tectonie

ried out by ighter jets against 20 Iranlan

rargets, Asking it provbes to parsue resist-

mwiulenwnwnlans:ratcy.lmlenmsu—
of thi

shidfts. There is and
dovengrading of the termor infrastructure of
Hamas and Hezhollah, marked hy the
elimination of key figures of the militant
groaps, including Bsmall Hanlyeh, Hassan
Nasrallah and Yahya Sinwar. These meas-
ures might not have completely eliminated
the threats aclig lsrael, Bt the military ca-
pabilities of Hamas and Hezballah are
significantly downgraded,

T, the military weakeningof Hezhallah
WS yinveries
parallel foreign policy at the liehest of Iran,
This led to considerable resentment against

mlﬁaul';wup 10 BCCEpE A IETPOTARY Coase-
fire with ksrael, Aamong others, the ceasefire

mals th ]
options are mmly Ihrnllﬂl In light of the
military deleats and sethacks sutfered by s
proscies In the wiake of Donald Trurmp's elec-
tom, even Houthis are signalling friendly
overtures, These are manifested in the inter-
nal debates taking place in Iran. Presichent
Masaud Pezeshkian represents the peag-
matle wing that opposes and resists a more
acthvit and militant strategy pursued by the
chergy-dominated hardliners inTehran,
There ane initlal signs that the forces of
Trandan Revolutionary Guards are already
pulling out of Syria. Incbeed, [iterally hours
hefore the rebel takeover, the franian offi-
clals left their mission In Damascus,
Mareowver, Wllllt: pruuldins pnllntlcal wlum

deal called for the pullback of Heshollah mil- i Assad, B raing
ants e the L i about 30 km  and is unable to shore up
northof the lsracl-Lebanon border. Hezbollah — for Assad,

wwas able 1o overrule this demand in the past,

With the rnll.tpn:n[ the Assacl regime,
(8]

but not under current cir
Moreover, the involvement of Hezbollah in
Syrian chvil war was unpopular both in-
slele Syriaand Lebanon, and the latter ended
uip fsting over 15 million Syrian refugoes,
who account for nearly 25 per cent of the
Lebanese population, In the eyes of several
Lebanese civilians, by rallying around and
fighting for the unpopular Assad regime,
Hezballah has directly contributed o the in-
e of Syrlan refugees. The Lebanese discon-
tent over the Syrian civil war, some belu'w.
s that re-
stilbee I the erael assassinatian of Nasrallah
last September,

e, Syria, aswe have
knonwn it grographically since the end of
World War IE is no longer possible. Twa,
Bashar Assad destroyed the lasting legacy of
Rls father: Palitical stability, As Defence
Minister Halez lost the Golan Helghts 1o
Esraned b D67, amiel o, President Bashar lost
the whale country to the rebels, some of
whom are ideologically closer o the xeno-
phobic 1515, Will Syria and the wider Middle
East be better off without Assad? There are
noeasy answers, but mest probabdy not.

The writer teaches conterrparary Middke
Eaat ar jmwaharkl Netiri Unfversity

w.nllum*llun 15 sirum'\&lum thiy o, The .
I'amFL it its 196 Wil mh-luw!'-dmuunlimll HARMALA GUPTA
the Impactol climate di el came close year, h b
lththe st 11 months of 202 ding 1.6 degrees, C35 wams EING WITHDIGNITY b one ol the mast ves-
N'I.l(lhmh\'iﬂb\ default on the Pa e That oes not yet mean acon- ing challenges we face today. The recent pas-
i thy I treaty — s implem doverat least sage of a bill in the House of Commons In
adecacle, Aut reversing i i sction on Britain highlights this concerm A cry has been
" Airlte bl ambbel i glabal te ' & year af- ralsed by a section of it citizeniry, which is
ter the planet heated to 4 2023, Thelr Iiingsd on the cooling resonating acmoss the globe, ul:!t?:ﬂlnl;:;
eﬂhltﬂﬂulaﬂm._..‘w. watk nltlally expected tse md July and then in Octiser. ones in the fice of unbearable sulfering
la the Oceanic by drmps o at heast -0.5 Data from Oregon — it was the first state
dhegrees, This threshold b s this year, leavi ists perplexed — the o legalise assisted dying for the terminally
LIS Rational Ceeanic and ¥ i has admi 4 tes being “ypooked”. WL in 1967 = shows that two-thirds of those
Only twice in the past 75 years has La Nina m in um than Ck'hokr I‘.:pcm reckon that wiho asked for help to die st year had can-
the LaNir be it P cor. Not surprisingly, the main reasons for

eatimates that it could even be delayed tl F elruu}rmz From affecting crop cycles arul
energy use to having a bearing on bocal pollution to increasing the vaganies of extreme
wieather events, the behaviour of this eceande phenomenon poses a new climate-related
challenge, Peticyrmakers will ave to prepare for the econamic ramifications and scien-
Hsts arsed Met bockies will have to werk together o refine forecasting models,

Close on the heels of C38° I the Swiss Re
Imutu:c the x:.1demlc \mlu ol the rpunymuul msur.\m:r n\.w = refeased a wpurl

chm,

Ihe mﬂd $320 billbery lhlswl 25 per cent nwrcllun lhr average over the pasu deeade.
i iy have to develop ks, Mitgation
ol GHEG and weather i

waorkd, I the record of post+ r'arl:rm’q sany lndlmlm. nulnnnl:uwmrrwnmnd nin‘hal
polkcymaking agencies have their task cut oul.

CHOCOLATE, COFFEE, REALITY

Pantone's colour of the year for 2025 — Mocha Mousse —
speaks simultaneously of indulgence and the everyday
ORGET FAIRNTALES, IF:lwmlunerauym nrhnnufywthtellllw. it s that
of the colour brown, For the fiest time since 1%
casting in 159699, a shade of brown — Mocha Mousse — !\.\a been chosen as its
eolourof the year 2025 The faet that this “warmdng, beawn hue imbued with
richness” Imb«np-d:r.ﬂuunr I.nlwl.halwﬂl :lcﬂnrll\e mnlng mrlaonr of fashion's

patlents to seek this recourse are loss of
dignity, fear of becoming 4 burden, inade-
guate pain control and the financial impli-
cations of continuing treatment. What
should also set alarm bells ringing bs that
research published in the JAMA Network
Oipen suggeats that amang all cancer sur-
wivors, male adolescents and young adults
{1539 not onlby have the highest rate of
death by subcide but that this rate has in-
ereased three-fold in recent years,

Wi have been let down by our palicy-
malers, legislators, administrators, med-
leal institutions and practitioners, the judi-
clal and health systems and society st lirge,
The debate in the House of Commans
brought these shorteomings sharply into
Tocus with demands for more investiment
ol T in palliative care.
It wasshocking 1o hear that in ehe LK, con-
sidered the mother of the modern hospice
and palliative care movement, hospiees
have had to shut dewn because they de-
pend primarily on funds from chariey.
A emgalbln affor ol ts an

{
palllative eare can save many lives.

DIGNITY AT THE END

As spectre of ageing population looms, India can no longer neglect palliative care

Based on our 28 years of
experience looking alter
patients with serious health-
related suffering, there is no
doubt in our mind that
palliative care must be
universally availabile and
miacle part of the public
healtheare system, With
non-communicable discases
o the else and the prospect
of an ageing population
looming large, we must act
now. We can not afford
neglect this aspece of care as
what are now isolated cries
for assistance in dying

are likely to become o
chorus, For India, this

will be disastrous.

At CanSupport, we can testify o this, We
have had a few poopbe with terminal cancer
whi had subcldal intentions but ance their
issues were sorted out, not only did they
comntinue o live well but they also died with
dlignity. This s what palliative care achleves
by focusing on the pl\yaual pm‘hu ucul
u-l-l!« al and fk
:Mmmmn.

et this care ks accessible to less than 4
percent ol those who need iLIE B laingely pro-
widied by NGO that swffer from a paucity of
funds and Face & number of lurdles, espe-
cially procuring a llcence for oral imorphine,
thee i of eholee lor unremitting cancer
paadry, Qs lawes st also ensure that advance

and complied with.
Recently, the Supreme Court of ndia dis-
allowed parents from removing the feeding

Rathn loorming large, we must ace now. We
can not affore 1o neglect this man(cm

aswhat

i elying are likely o become achrlul. For
Enclia, this will be disastrous,

Unlike parts of the Western world, we
are a highly stratified soclety, The petential
misuse of a law on asslsted dying, desplte
guardradls, would be immense, Marginal
and vulmerable populations who are finan-
clally dependent on fumily members and
e state are ltkely to be disproportionately
alfected, Developments in Canada after the

isaton of Mecical Assistance in Dying
mmmlwmmln. o

Mot only has MAID become a slippery
slope, with calls now belng made te Include
maoee sections of the populatkon in ks ambit,
but Canadian healthcare workers believe
II‘MI |Iu' Wnuun nlmslur and guality

tuibe of a30-year-old Inavege-
e state for 11 long Fee suffering a

rvices for those most vulnera-
ble em

heach Injury, The parents pheaded that they
ouuld no hanwral&mllu luc.ie adlerﬂwlrwn

in the direction of MAID, In view of this, a
wallllnnaidlmllwruhlkurwnlwwnl|n
Canadal a Charte:

Sucl
tom of our callous indiflerence to mﬂﬂi

When CanSupport heard of this r.ur:-
Hy's plight, owr palbiative care wam visiied
thern and discussed with the parents how
best 1o look alter their bedridden son, as
well as answering queries which had
never been addressed,

Based on our 28 years of experience look-
g after patients with serious healeh-related
sulfering, there I no doubt in our mind that
palbiative care must be universally sailable

Iho :a ca!lul trac] k two of thc MAII’} law,

bie, In
the LIK, too, II‘I‘ British Medlc.tl Association
has expressed its unease with a law that
re doctors to offer asslsted sui-

cidde to their patients,
Palliative and hosplee care ofler the touly
(] rm'wlu svr!nus hmll I~ mmr:d suffering,

andl nee EEATY N:rc:luhl n: use them with

and mache part of the public health el
tem. With nen-communicable diseases on
the rise azwd the prospect of an ageing popu-

wisdlom

e weriter i fonber-president, CanSupport

am-of-a and
slush to represent “quict luxury™ and, kn the case of Mocha Muu!w.‘dclvcl.‘lhlr qualalm
of chocolate and colfee”, Perhaps this is the demasre res ponse toCharli XOX's "Brag Green”,

Thee s agog, 5 Laln about this “boring” :Mrwhlleutwnsp«u
late on the t hatwill chamgion the cause of
Torenam. Ax il i il Filems are deed-

Ieated to increasing sales [hrluﬂurhlvand Thier Largger Mol ), rﬂt.:ssull'd luxury brancs
will rebease more tans, more walnue browns, moee bedge,

Al yet, when Pantone began lhecnluuml!lw w.u' pmummme Itmsn‘n.\m twoheed-
weathonal — "o draw ¥ bour” and pro-
miote the “language of colour® the workl, While les pre ksl
been stabd with shades of bilue and pink dominating the mster — 2024: Peach Fuzz" slso
Tsught allegations of bias against nun-whllepmple Mocha Mousse delies status guo.
Browm, with its i Bmlaalmlhtmhuufm—
ality: In aworld wte change, what
rlw :h.lnlu'nwnMntIthm nlum winter i, theresno g

I ,nuumrm:humlalc.

anel ¢l

comiort thana

I | e |

[l | N |

DECEMBER 10, 1984, ForTY YEARS AGO

STILL HAZARDOUS

ALTHOUIGH SEVEN EMYS have pasied since
the leakage of the posonous gas that ldfed
2,000, the ml:lanumlrlmsu wnrhlru

mdandl: 1Ml

holcing & Kuwait airline
Theh ackers.

ol by the actories

g the release of 17 prisoners from Kuwait
peisons, leilled four of their hostages, includ-

rond the clock b

i asafe

todecide g bw inthe earkier live days of
e [the rermaldng — the hijach
0 mnna ul'Mﬂrul Iﬁw’.mau.- Experts aro
WORKERS IN DANGER

I!bﬂnm:rwldedhupumrlhcdwm.lhl
s kept for toolong, a pise in emperature may
leael to ancther kakage.

TEHRAN ATRPORT CRISIS

IRAN DECLARED A state of emergency at
Tehran's Mehrabad Adrport after hijackers

opaperindanoxprosscom BEBE B

THOUSANDS OF WORKERS in Faridabad may
bedyingashow death minlullru tovdc gases

wir-
terand mmmlluldlmmlnlhem

FAMIL MILITANTS STRIKE
WITH THE TAMIL militants In northern S
Lanka stepplng up thelr activitles and the
army indulging in retaliatory attacks on the
civilian Tami population, the pleture isone of
sl genocide” of the Tamils 'Ihcimpwsﬁh!n

continuoushy emitted by
the industrial m.LTIwHarwn.zmnmml
I treating the ical factory owners with
Ieel-grhewes becane they elaim to have “con-
nections” at the highest poditical level, Chiorine

uf.112 Hour curdey ndistricts

rthan
:Iv.' hijacking of three oll tankers l:y'lamll mik-
itants, has happened or that the army is
preparing fora major onsbaught
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The diminution of a p

Atleast three sets of red lines were crossed by Akal Takht's public

BY YOGENDRA YADAY

SOMETHING DEEPLY TROUBLING is hap-
pening in Punjab. And it is not just the con-
demnable bid on the life of Akali leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal. The manner inwhich
the Akal Takht has intervened to resolve the
crisis of the Shiromani Aleali Dal (5AD] raises
deeper pofitical and legal-constitutional is-
sues that must not be glossed over. When
we face nothing short of a dismantling of
the secular republic, we cannot afford to be
casual or selective about such issues.

The factsof the case are straightforward.
The SAD faces an existendtial crisis following
a series of electoral debacles, ever since the
younger Badall inherited his father's politi-
ral legacy and courted sm’uus :hargcs of

0
rpntudc This led to a full-blown rebeliion
‘within the party that threatened its disinte-
gration. This is when the Akal Takht, the
highest ml]gluus authority of the Sikhs,

interrogation of Sukhbir Singh Badal, and sentencing

religious reform movement. But following
the successful return of the SAD to power
in the post-terrorism days, the Akali Dal
madca'l:ngshilim 1995 in its Moga comen-

1 Sukhbir Badal, in-
lcnugatcd him publicly on a]lngatlom

agaknst
the party. Hc was sentenced to a symbolic
SEwrat thl: GoldenTemple and a cosmmittes
was The

a"panthic” party o being a
Punjabi party, from a religious-regional to a
purely regional entity. While the SAD con-
tinued to mainky represent Sikh interests,
over the yrars it offered membership and

party.
attemmpt on Sukhhbir Badal's life, tha nkfully
averted by an a!ert pn[lc{:man hnppcm:d

ip positions o many Hindos The
message of the labest developments is loud
and chear: It is a party of and for the panth,

wihen he was ser
Mow, some of this is pcr{cnly under-
dable. A robust polits iculation of
regional concemrns is the glue that binds
many | border states to the Indsan l]llIDiL
an effiects an
ible extinction of @ regional pelitical
force like the SAD in a sensitive state like
Punjab shoubd be a matter of concermn.
Itz absence from the political spectrum
wiould hurt India as well as Punjat. Such 2

of the majority Si

o its religi
Ifwee accept this, how do we critique those
whowish to run this country as per thr

in Punjah,

The SAD originated as a

wishesof Hind|

The second issue is about rmmnmunak
propriety, How can a registered and recog-
nised political party, that is required o take
a pledge of seculazism, submit itself to the
supreme command of a religious author-
ity? Obwiously, the constitution of the SAD,

VACLILIM May spawm voices out-
side democratic politics. Besides, a signifi-
cant section of Sikhs inside and outside
Punjabstill nurse the wounds of 1984, espe-
cially since nothing has happened against
the guilty. The presence of the SAD in state
and national politics, with allits flaws and

forall the L, does
not mention the Akal Takht as the arbiter of
its internal disputes. Now, & political party
should be free to take its ideological guid-
ance and advice from outside the party.
There is nothing anyone can do if a party
I.mdr:rsiup secks informal advice from re-

failures, isa ignal to the comumu-
nity. Also, there is no douhtthatﬂada]]l has
notinherited t ity tact and

T mdm:l there are pamr_ithal
are or

and that take their guid

popularity of his father. He has been driv-
ing the party downhill Semeone needed to
intervene to stem this free fall,
This much makes sense. But the real is-
sues are: Who could have, or should have,
?Wasit i
ate for the Akal Takht tointervene and arbi-
trate? And, was it appropriate for the SAD
to subsmit itseif to the supreme command
of the Akal Takht? This is not an internal
matter of a party or of a commundty or be-
tween a party and some religious leaders.
There are at least three sets of red lines that
seem to have been crossed here.
First of afl, there is a regress of the SAD
mean‘gunalpartym aparr_vod one reli-

parithic ¢ ion that has
its roots in a religious reform
movement. But following the
successtul return of the SAD
o power in the post-
terrotism days, the Akali Dal
macle a big shife in 1996 inits
Moga convention from being
a ‘panthic’ party to being a
Punjabi party, and from a
religious-regional to a purely
regional entity. While |.hr

But here we are speaking of a formal trial
conducted in full public view and a hmdmg

X i
the years it offiered

Howve does that sit

a pofitical party that competes for consti-
tutional office? How does anyone, then,
question the robe of the RS in running the
affairs of the BJP and its governments?

Finally, there are serious concerns about
the progriety of the Alkal Takhtinterfering in
political matters. The Akal Takht is not just a
spiritual institution of a religious commu-
nity, independentof law and state, thatexer-
cises moral authority, The jothedars of the
Akal Takht are appeinted and removed by
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC jestablished by the law of

nity. The ated asa
pmulul: organisation that has its roots in a

theland. y, the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act, 1925 nowhere authorises the SGPC o

bership and leadership
positicns to many Hindus.
The message of the latest
developments is loud and
clear: It is a party of and for
the panth, of the majority
Sikh community in Punjab,
acoountable to its religious
establishment. Ifwe accept
this, how do we eritique those
whowish to run this country
as pet the wishes of the
majority Hindu community?

C R Savikeumar

anyone appointed by it to interfere in poli-
tics. The Akal Takht is there tooffer guidance
to the community in faith-related matters,
And Hboth parties agree. it may adjudicate or
arhitrate in social dsputes. There have been
questions about its authority to “excommu-
nicate” members of the comimunity. Former
Union Home Mlmstcr Buta Singh was ex-
communicated for

inviohy-

s =
WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The ongoing crisis, playing out against the backdrop of the Malaysian freeze on
recruitment of new foreign workers eadier in the vear, shows the wrgency of
addressing procedural bortlenecks and irregularitics to better protect the interests

uf our workers ™

= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

In Sri Lanka, a
delicate negotiation

NPP's ability to bring about reconciliation
between ethnic communities depends on
relieving economic pressures

AHILAN KADIRGAMAR AND
DEvaka GUNAWARDENA

SRILANKA HAS witnessed a major polit-
ical shuft in recent months, Anura Kumara
Dissanayake of the National People's
Power [NPP} coalition won the presiden-
tial election held on September 21, Bt was
the first time a candidate from neither of
the bwo major parties that have ruled 56
Lanka since independence, or their off-
shoots, became president. Them, on
MNovember 14, the NPF won a
landslide victory in parliament. It won
over two thirds of the seats, a number un-
precedented under the system of
proportional representation.
Consequently, the centre-beft NPP gov-
emment now has atremendous mandate.
Will it push back against the IMF austerity
me and provide relief o the peo-
ple while rebuilding the economy in the
aftermath of 5ri Lanka's worst economic
crisis since inde pendence ¥ And can it find
the political will for mnslltullunal

by the crosscurrents of an unravelling
global order. Many cbservers have
tended toaccuse Sri Lanka of creating its
own pmhlzms Thatincluded the Sucres-

the majority
address the concermns of minorty com-
munities. But today, the country's expo-
sure to external dangers reflects the
Erowing wreight of foreign over domes-
tic pelitics in constraining or enabling
demacratic outcomes.

The NPP government is bownd to face
economic disruptions and geopolitical
manoeuves. It must prepare the country
and take decisive action to manage the
shocks. Trade volatility could underming
essential imports while global interest
rate hikes may further aggravate Sri
Lanka's debt crisis.

In this context, how would regional
powers at loggerheads, such as India and
China, deal with a Sri Lankan foreign pol-
icy of neutrality? Sri Lanka was at the
centre of the Non-Aligned Movement in
the 19605 and 1970, Unlike that mao-
ment, there appears to be litthe appetite.
For a similar coalition of countries in the
Global South today. The NPP government
‘wyill have to weigh the value of economic
support from major powers and the po-
litical cost of aligning too closely with
any of them.

The determining factor is S Lanka's
dm]opmm UEJL'ﬂDrj' |m:iud|1\gsmm:ns
of financ

lati ips. The new gon mshnu]:l

dultgrj mabu!uh the i -

ingthec 2 Operation Blue
Star. Surjit Singh Barnala, then the CM of
Punjaky, was punished by the Alkal Takht for
ordering the police to enter the Gurdwara,
These were controversial but burdcrhm:
cases, way back in to

(= power with
minarity communities?

The NPP draws its strength from the
powerful uprising against President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in 2022 for his fail-
ure to the iccrisis, Across

religious matters,

The present case is qualitatively differ-
ent, and crosses the red line, The public trial
of Sukhbir Badal was political. Only one of
the many questions formally posed by the
Alal Takht to him related to a religious is-
sue, namely his mishandling of the “be-ad-
ahi" {desecration) of the holy Granth,
Everything edse pertained to his rode in gov-
ermmient and as leader of the party that af-
fected the “panth™. OF course, the Akali Dal
and its leaders have no issues with it; they
must have sought this intenvention. Yet that
does not answer how this purely religious
institution acquired the authority to order
the restructuring of a political party. If this
is acceptable, what's wrong with Gurmert
Ram Rahim Singh of Dera Sacha Sauda in-
structing his followers to vote for the BIP?

‘Worse, would this action not reduce the
Akeal Takht to the level of any political en-
tity, subject to the same kind of public
scrutiny and masd-slinging that any political
body exposes itself to? Would the Alkal
Takht now fall back upon the “piri-miri®
doctrine that argues for non-separation of
religious and pofitical authority for the Sikh
community? If this holds for the Sikhs, how
can the BJPnot invoke it to defend the toxic
intrusion of babas, yogis and swamis that it
has unbeashed into the body politic?

The writer is member, Swaraj India and
natiomal convenor of Brarat fode Abhivoan
WViews are persomal

the ethnic divide, people are focused on
their livelihoods, This has opened the
space tnchallenge the pokarising bt mu-
tually dependent Sinhala Buddhist and
Tamil nationalisms. Indeed, the most sur-
prising outcome of the parliamentary
elections was that for the first time a na-
tional party has won the electorates in the
Tamil nationalist stronghold of the
Northemn Province.

The results represent a break with the
past. The NPP's chief constituent party,

seek invest align with a newr
development plan that can defend peo-
ple’s living standards and rejuvenate
livelihoods. Sri Lanka must be able to use
international funding o make its own de-
cisions about how to sustain its people.
That approach stands in stark contrast
tothe recent focus of funding mega infra-
structure projects, which have been ac-
:umpamc:l by speculation in hoary ur-
Sri Lanka must
hmlcl strategic  complementarities
through trade, rather than being told o
liberalise its economy willy-nilly. The la-
ter would only put further strain on the
balance of payments,
Accordingly, a change in external en-

the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
has a problematic history complicitwith
Sinhala nationalism. Its insurrection in
the late 1980s opposed the Indo-Lanka
Accord and devolution of power. It fur-
ther joined a coalition with the govern-
ment led by Mahinda Rajapaksa during
the last phase of the civil war, These ac-
tions have raised concerns about the
party's position on minorities,

Since the end of the war in 2009, the
JVP has embraced a range of democratic
rauses. However, it has stayed relatively
silent on ethnic issues, gesturing towards
national harmony rather than advancing
power  sharing  with minorities.
MNevertheless, with its victories in the re-
cent elections, the NPP leadership has
made it clear that it is increasingly open
o engaging with minority communities,
especially in the North, East. and Hill
Country. That includes p jisil

s urgently needed
a major role in providing Sri Lanka a Life-
line during the Covid-19 pandemic and
related eoonomic woes. But India’s bridge
financing came with the assertion that an
IMF agreement was the only way out, The
IMF programme and its ongoing auster-
ity measures are going to be perhaps the
biggest challenge for the new govern-
ment. There is tremendous pressure from
the West and India to stay the course.
The IMF path is bound to create a
tremendous backlash given the social suf-
fering. The NPF leadership's ability to
bring about reconciliation between Sri
Lanka’s ethnic communities depends on
relieving the economic pressunes on ordi-
nary people. If the new government fails,
it would create room for xenophobic
forces that would also feed into the al-

ready  unstable  global  order.
Consequently, the choice is clear.
there- Dk and his should

lease of lands ocoupied by the rn?l'(tary in

the war-torn regions. Given its own pop-

ularity in the South, it has the latitude o
these

Death of empathy

Hard ethnic lines in Manipur have led to a narrowing of the public sphere

G AMARJIT SHARMA

WOMEN AND G-lﬂ.DREP»]mg\nshmgas in-
termally di

ment to deepen an already divided society
& Th e

and thrown in the river. f\wnman wasburnt
alivein her house. Another woman was shot
dead while harvesting in a paddy field. The
latest episode of violence in the firibam dis-
tm‘t of Manipur in Nuw:mbt:r acv:l:nhlam:l
Y precarious o
the sl:m: since the beginning of vielenoe in
May 2023 Several such brutal killings can be
cited in the last 17 months of Manipur vio-
lence. Why do horrific killings not lead tocol-
lective ethical actions against violence and

tilities on land and identsty. The reality is that.
while :hr_' state fails to act swﬂ'tly armed

only the continuity of ¥ laws
bt also the institution of an extraordinar-
ily fragile civil life. It is reminiscent of the ex-
perience of violencoe in postcolonial north-
east India and the popular movernent
apainst it hased on the vatues of right to life
and justice. One would expect that the ex-
perience of the strugele would have deep-
ened respect for each other's lives and dig-
nity. What we see is the opposite. The
brutality that such pmplns struggles criti-

ity against | 14
fmmmﬁlhq'havrcmnmlmcd The sover-
eignis there. But it is not exercising its writs.
:!ffcmw:lymmdﬂtwulcnm

Walter

identity, debates and discussion on public
order and civility on matters of life and
death have stopped. Across commanities,
anyone who speaks against the self-deter-
mined politics of territorial identity or au-
tonomous echnic identity is silenced or
Ever since viodence erupted in

Eun)a.mm 5 Critinue o{\anlenct' violent eth-
nic peditics institutes political order, and vi-
olence conserves ethnic politics. Such poli-
tics determines whe is and who is not, who
betongs and who does not in an ethnic en-
closure. This politics does not allow us o see

redefine our politics? Judith Butler, cisedan has become ity asaneqL e Ittends
theorist,  part of the divisive politics. to privilege one vulnerability over another,
1Flifie and :Insury:ncy!asnmmdud.mmm'sm— Precarity of life and weaknesses are politi-

vu]nrrablilhcs ul:)\c body due 1o pain and  punity cally i e equathy
enable us i see tra-judicially o entres  perienced. the
ascquak.h:adlr\ghomilmethltalmu msu:lcty CM! snnlzry gmupi that doml- extensionol AFSPA other sections of socicty
But what we see in Manipur is different. an v [eelthe i the Act in all districts of
There is a need to deliberate on the state of - forces’ ; Manipur Or i is the death of
brutal politics, the seeming death of collec-  Instead, guupﬁthalmm:nyyhawca sym- ac ity, while another ity is
tive grief and the ahsence of ethical action  biotic relationship with reganded ‘While a section

against violence,

On November 14, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs {MHA) announced the exten-
sion of the Armed Forces [SpmaE Pawcn,

non-state povers dominate the public dis-
oourse. In the past year-and-half of the vio-
lence, civilian groups freely roamed fully
armed. almost hijacking public life in the

of the people feel the protection of security
forces, others feel inseourity from the same
secunty forces, While one feels the state's
complicity in the viclence. the other foeks the

Act (AFSPA)in six polio

districts of Manipur on the ground of
“wolatile™ situation and “active participation
of insurgent groups in heinous acts of
crime”, In effect, to the contrary, the exten-
sion of AFSPA has gone down as an instru-

name of cthnic territorial iden-
tity. In this cunmﬂ: one wonders where the

state s I thy rative, thereis

protec
I:Ik,an:cswd andmtmpmrd.
In ircumstance, there is

arendering of the state as a third-party me-
diator, ascribing current violence entirely as
aresultof inter-community “historical” hos-

e | B |

a widespread incapacity to share pain and
suffering in Manipur, While fighting in the
name of ethnic nationhood and territorial

May 2023, the unspoken dictum is to speak
anly to defend your community, or to keep
slent. Many feel that long years of self-de-
termination movements have almost be-
«come ploys for those who want to preserve
political influence or create their own

In this context, the NPF's ahility to
pursue efforts twards reconciliation are
not solely determined by forces within
Sri Lanka. The country is now buffeted

be given the space to act on the people’s
mandate for change in Sri Lanka.

Kodirgmmar is a political economist and
senior fecturer, University of Jaffma.
Gunowardena is a political economist and
reseqrch fellowwith the Socol Sciemtists'
Association in Sri Lanka

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

of TB cases. There are pre-existingissues
thatthec inclu-

a] A £ o caninject
SHORTAGE BURDEN Indlanccnnumywcmustpcmdwﬂh
'IHISREFEIGTDthcl:ﬂmmL ATBwam-  caution, pamru!ar]_-,' in sectors like
mg‘[]E.Dm:mizrﬂl pssin bedec that have security

ifthere  concerns Small and TpriSe
nashmtagv:nfdmgiTha gmtnmn:’s anJilw:]ymsrmggbc against the lower
fail e pssary moedica- raf
tiom can bead 1o 3 catastrophic nember ul:ts. pnnma!lydlsruptmgﬂu:’?-hjo:m

Inedia” initiative. A graded opening of the

img structural, psyrhosocial, and clinical
barriers. For instance, there are trans-
portation challenges and time and
money pmhicms that come in the way

spheres of influence. The -

sult is the death of the public conscience

and that of a critical public sphere.
However, th

ication. Ashortage of

eoonomy o China iy
Vijai Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial. Unfreezing
ties'(IE, December 91§ Jaishankar's re-
in Parfiament regarding

TH drugs will burden the healthcare sys-
tem, increase mmpuhlllty and render

Inia-China relations is a significant ar-
ticulation of India’

hould the 202! TBimpos-  cral While hi
stop thinking against and beyond the vio- sibie to acoomplish, undrmﬂt]mpnnmdrﬁulwng
Tives, LRMurmu, New Delfd — border peace

lence, The viokent disruption in dail
anxiety, uncertainty, and brutal politics can
be looked at s critical to rethink our selves
and our politics. Taking such moments as
those that enable collective moral action, at
least for a people who have ashared history
of vinlence in posteolonial northeast India,
is not poditical naivete. There is still a silent
moral collective that thinks against vinlenoe
and ruthless politics. The time has come to
mive space to such a collective.

?'Jrrumerlmcl‘iemrmripmur&n[rzjnr
i ly of din,

Netirar Umwrs.lry New Delhi

gpapsr.lndlanaxpm%um.. .

TREAD CAUTIOUSLY

in smsmvu areas, the rﬂcch\nem:ss of

dustries depend heavily on China for
technological parts, raw materials, and
. While Chinese i

nessof both nammmanhr min-
THISRE—'EHSTDﬂtcdmnd I.Inln:tzlru; ull:l‘semphaﬂsun Imdia’s sovereignty
wies’ (IE, D gy and ity reflects a firm
change in geopolitics, octqﬂcdmlh the  stance However, lasting progress requines
apparentskwdowm ofthe Chinese econ-— more than rhetoncs it demands tangible
omy, has compelied Beijing toinitiate a mmn(unfdcn:n—huﬁdmgmzaﬁums.
broader dialogue with Delhi Indian in- hanmel

and mutual respect for each other's con-
LTINS Are PrereUisites o ease tensons.
Sanjay Chopra, Mahalf
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Their tentades roach into
Conula, the USA, Austmlia
wmd, off course, Pakistan, Thesy
even operile from within jails

— hinw is this possabie”

The youth are unemployed
s agricultune has been, for the
e jmst many deoades, a fudling
GURBACHAN ropostion for most marginal
FORMER GOVERNOR, Barmen. Pungabywas never giv-
MANIPUR, AND EXDGR LK oo ndustralisation
il was umkhrui a bosther

5 i Eveni
of the attempt o hlnymmnlmmrdsmnn
i dr ity to the nest of
Sukhbir  Smgh  the world remains a distant
my mind drean, with ity rouks
flmshedd bock 1o the Agril of  being ssagned o its inlema-
1583 and the billing of AS Atw-  tonal aliports, Employmentin
al {DIG), an mutstanding police  the defence and parumilitey
officer and o gem of o person. Broes i no longer of the scale

Atwal was martyred while on
thuty with the timed nesoumes
e had whille icing un amed
iy Sulkdhbir survivesd —
barely. The divicual herokos
of o polberman sived the day,
bout how e terorisd with
Pabti stani trsning and suppoit
was allowed 10 not only recee
the anva bt abso approach a 2
ol prodsctee i o question thit
etk to be mewened.

Thesy sy thnt histony nepeils
sl but in the cuse of Purgab,
e seee o be approadching the
eycke withalarming speed. The
eonditions being created ans
stmilar, bt i, yet, we do ot
e a full-blown militancy.

‘The Punjab oountryside is
awnshwithunenmployed youth
who indulge in petty erines
anied fiedd the ditig industry A
ot of them hwve organised
thwemsehves Bnio armed gungs,
availible  for  kidmppings
I TErgs s e gy warfiune.

it s to be. Ao, most vouth
e unemplyable o shollsd
rodasions bemise of o Sdled
erfummtion gysierm. In the 1960
. Ty, the reglon had Sur of

CMIC, Luchissus, Rafirctrn Hoss
tal, Patiala, and the PGIMER.
Chandigash, Thelay, beoring the-
PG the rest ame poor meflec
Hores of their old days as poor
funding and administation
T erodesd them. Pusjab Uni
versity comrmanded mmense
mespect, boasting o sucorssful
durrms in ol felds of life
Nodiny; if's shadowof its former
sedf. The odd OT or private
Iinstitution that his come up is
atwrih-l.l‘lllr'i‘hm SOCITE

OPED
Why Punjab has fallen deeper into the abyss

——
DOMINOUS: They say that history repeats tself but in the case of Punjab, wo scemto be
approsching the oyele with alamming spesd, m

Imecall the theory of Master
by Inaction, initially practised
by John Lawren ce (Viceroy of
Indid in the 1 B0s through his
ey on  denfing with
Afghanistan after thedeathof
s Emir Dost Mohammad
Khan, amd the subsequent
cvil waz This palicy helped
the British consclidate their
Indlian empire, Ite ataption
ry the aomee fironit i besecling Bo
the creation of o fafled state,
The omcep! of prooctive
administrution, which identi-
fles problems, findssolutions,
engages in plannisn g for et
Erens, has changed to mastes-
ly innetivity’, a conjuror's trick
rfrrralm.m:lluundm

i he i plon o
aeatie sultable employment
Whiy wre the youth munning o
g shores fior bissic eduos-
tion, ard jobs? Why arethey not
ki tivel v employed bire?

hereis none.
Pﬂnp'h alonie b not ot fault,
Diedhi plsois missing in action.
There ks no ack nowdedgemmt
of our problems. A proxy wir
wi waged on the country

I'here hasbeenno
coordinated planto
pull Punjab out of
this morass, no
injection of financial
or administrative
support to help
reviveit.

through instigating, funding
and pomoting militancy in
the stute by Pukistun for two
decackss. What happened from
170 ke 1005, the day s of homror
and nights of  massecres
nflicted on vz, (s well known.
The Gowmment of India
resoroes were poured . into
fighting the militancy, but it
wis the biood of Purjsids that
soaked its fedds, Things were
broughtt under control, but the
diticul, administroive and
economic fabricwis destroyd.
Thee situstion required an ini-
tiative — o ‘master plan. It
verqu reed poli Benl and mlminds-
trutive Tendership of the high-
esitorder, but this wis not tobe,
Tharrehas bevn no eocrdnatecd
plan o jull Purgabout of this
morsss, no mjection of finan-
wial or sdminkstathe support
to help revive it People forget
the shewr scale of human

tugeely duming this time
owver 3000 police and pammil-
ey personne] were murtyred
The Centre should have taken
the load and Punjabs followsed
in Bs effort to pevive. Instend,
we fell into the hands of seif
s g poli ciens and coerupt
administmiors, The decades
since then have boen the lost
decades,  with  imumi gration
iy the perocived sabvation.
For Jorg, Purjply has lorne
thebrunt of nvasions from the
Nosthwest, countless armdes
Tnave pusserd through and, yet,
e persevere, Onoe the Wiy
were foemed and then, with
Maharajs Ronjit Singh ot the
hebm, Punjab und s leader.
ship and no imader dared to
cross e Khyber Puss The
xl this and

towarcks the glory days of the
Green Revolution and boomy
ing business. We became the
granary of Indin and s swoed
arm. For a time, Punjab led the
ountry in most felds of
huimmn development. Howey-
o, thils waes not bo kst. Girachuad
Iy, the extremist thought was
born and nurtured and the
darkness came, The Green
Revolution and  its  initial
mornertu wems corsiled bya
lncde of future planning. echicer
thon and training of lemers
Thertiory madustries i food pro-
essing, which should have
TR BN T e
vary, e ercaume i The dwire
diing landholdings and the
trnsition 10 commandal farme
iryg along with its debt burden

Biritish

divided the region, therely
ensuring that the old drength
widd not be casily maived. In
104748, Punjabis wene devas
tated due 1o the mass migroe
tion of Sikhe and Hindus and
thes boodshisd that scoompe
miexd the Purtiton Famers
wore deprived of their land,
usineszmenof their busi ness-
s, Thaeye soeme b, giot thuough
the first fsw months \mnl the
rehalbil itation work

It Burmrens.

Ty, as Pusijby declines
further, we once again risk
opening our country o the
interests of foreign powers,
who for long huve been inimi-
il to us. The border is hot as
smugghing of dnags  ond
weapons  peches  unprece
dented levels. A strong, pros
perus Purjol would benefit
nob only its own peopli: but, os
hus!n-rnum in the past, also

ys bubwark

However, the Punjoles did
ot ask B doles und nonewere
oficred The frmer started
with whatever land he wa
aflotted, Sw nffluent busi

and the vanguard. The warsof
1847, 1965 and 1871 were
fought on this soil with the
brave men of this state con-

mien started with asmallshop.
Through the sheer grit of it
rople, politkeal foresight of its
leodership  ond  soumen,
ntegraty and hard work of its
administmiors, Punb wes
soon on it feet and galloping

tributing stupencousty. The
list of martyrs in the war of
Independence is full of nomes
fram this regghon.

The state and the Centml
leaderships must take cognik
sunce of the precaious it
thory 2 chart a plan.

The significance of variability in data-based estimates

—_— s
ATANU BISWAS
PROFESSOR, INDUAN
STAVISTICAL INSTITUTE

ONCE served in o
debote competition as
one  of the three
judges. The mankng
made by me prevadked
even after the final rankings
of the candidates were pre-
pared by aggregating the
seores given by all judiges.
The other tawo judges were
taken aback. However, os o
stulistidan, | was sware of
the use. The other teo
Judges ratings were much
less variable; they were byl
cally in the mnge of, soy. 600
65 However, the distribution
ofthe scares given by me had
a lot more variabil ity becatse
Lhey ranged from b to 55,
Icleally, the scores should be
ndded up after sach judges
soore has been divided by an
appropricte measure of vark-
ability. Unfortunately, there
was no such couss, This abs
Iokdds e in many other feal
workl swenarios
In foct, stobistics rocognises
iy messures of central len-
dency, or “mverage’, such as
the mean, which i the total
divided by the number of
observations, and the modian,

ue. We often state that country
X has a lager per capita
incomye than, sy, country Y.
However, i the overnge
ncome a mdiable messure of
the state of the economy if
wockal mequality is ignored”
In his 2013 ook Capital in
the Twmty-Fimt Century,
Thomas Piketty used quan-
tiles, such asthe percentageol
total wealth held by the poos-
=t half of the population, the
top 109, the top 5%, the lop
%, or even the top 0.1% or
®01%, becouse he believwes
that the Gir coefficient — a
single number between Dand
1 — is insufficient o explain
the eeonomic inegualities and
their evolution, Four or fiveof
these dpuantiles are seen Lo be
adequate to understand the
ley components of econombc
inequality and Bs develop-
ment, depencling on the type
of inequality and the time
eriod that is being studied.
Therefore, we  basiolly
require o sense of how wealth
s distributee], which i just
variability. Unforiunately, the
majortty of datu-hused esti
mutes of different politionl
md sodoeconomic indicators
are typically published with-
out sulliciently addressing
the estimates” varnbility.
Thiwe researchers from the
University of Southern Den-
mark have ilustrated four
dasses of chirumstances in
which  the conclusion
menched based solely on the
menn s quabitatively
changed when variabiity &

VITAL FACTOR Predicting the pandemic reguined

paper, "WVariability Maten”,
was pushil ishecl im thee fn terna-
tiwmal Journal of Environ-
mendal Research and Public
Health in 2020,

Variahility & o sgnificant
mxue when it comnes o eco-
roeric disparsties, health and
longoevity disparities among
sockal groups and population
sedevtion potential, which is
based on the fitness distribu.
tion's tails, This s becoming
ncreasingly dear to experts
workcing on data, 1t has also
boen suggested that precict-
g and comprehending the
Conidl-10 pandemic required
an understanding of the dis
erse tranamisson vardability.

Agiin, Haovelode Ellis, an
Engglish plvysi ol an o] snsthao,
first put up the theory of
preater male vardability in
1854 1o exgluin the ovembune
dance of males among the
erinent and among the men-
tally i1 Thia theory hos been

the only’ me
individuals fromall
walks of life
understand that, the
data-based world
will become more
transparentand
clear o people.

age isnot

e of diseme b by, rm

why Hanard has s few
fernade muthematics profes-

s, for s,
The staternend, "A statisth-
dan  ocnfidently  waded

through o river thotl was an
avernge 50 om deep. He
drowned,” is commeondy cned-
itedd to Dutch author and tede-
vigion personality Godfried
Bomuns. To be fus, though, i
statistician woukl never do
that because she underdands
the importanos of variability
and that the rivers depth
might surpass her height n
the michway:

The significonce of undes
n.u.ndmu varalality in med-

months, 7T will protably be
dead in chght months,” he
thougght initially.
However, means and medi-
ans are abstractions of reaity,
as Goulel was sware. Becasse
Gaoniled was an optimist and
because  he  understood
nature, sutistics and  the
meaning of varance in s
processes, he consecuently
took avery different approach
tothe el stntistics

mathematical cortinty; Sher-
lock Holrmves said to Watson
“You can, for example, pever
Froedel] what any one manwill
do, bast you con sy with prec
sion what an overnge number
will beupto,” sid Holmes
Ferndly, let's consider n snap
shot of slecdtion prediction In
the recent US presidential
election, he finalbmimite sur-
ey incticated that  Donald
ikl peceive 47.2% of

Well, bl o the popidation will
uncloubtedly survive longer
than elght months if the medi-
an s eight months. Due to his
youth, diseaseidentifimbion at
a relutively early stage, first-
rube mechonl cone he recefoed,
ancla strongwilltolive, hedid
g up. The distribution of
wiriotion had t0 be right-
s . the upper(or right)
half can extend out for years
and yeors., my fovourabie
profile made me a good cundi
chate fior that part of the curve.”
b thought. Goulds 106
casay The Median lant the
Message” was included in his
book Bully for Brontosure.
Reflactions on Natuml Histo
v, which has been reprinted
numerous Bmes for o wide
mngeolrenders. Twenty years
(not 20 months!) afer being
i {, Goukl pssed

ul b the esttracrdinary fory
of  renowned  evolutionary
hinlogist Stephen Jay Gould,
Gould was diagnosed with
bl minal mescthelioma, an
incurable cancer in 16882
From the mwedion] 1ternture.
he lonrnt that the median sus

vy due to o different cancer

Perhnps, significant in this
mnted is o quotation from
Willizrn Winwood Reade that
wos refermoed in Arthur
Cosan Dendes novel The Sign
off the Forur, "While the i ndivick
el man ks andnsoluble pule,

the: national vobe and Kamala
Harris 484% But in the end,
Trump and Haris reosived
485% and 484% of the wote,
mespectively, Was the pall pre
diction. & lenst for the vole
shure  percentages,  overdy
weird statistically? Olbwiously
nek. Thi opinion poll predies
thons are usually subject to o
phus-rminus 3% margin ol ermor
if proper owe is taken o
design thern, This means that
i the same process i applied
fresguently, the true pogulation
wvernge will §5% of the time,
full within the smple enth
ke, plus o minus 3%, which
isdernved using the variabilite
of the estimptes, mnd sample
skzes inopinion polls ane ideal-
by set nccordingly. As porthis,
the aforementioned opinion
poll suggests that Trump's
eopectid wole shore oould
msach 5045 A Jeast, it didrit
150 bl thant it

Al being said, the average
is not the "only” message. If
individuals from all walks
of life understand that, the
databased  world  will
become more transparent

07

which is the middle-most val-  also takenintoscoount Thedr  used to ottempt o explain wival durstion was eight  intheagregiehe becomesa 1o the people,
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BRAIN ROT IN
THE DIGITAL AGE

There is alarming cognitive decline linked to

facebook.com/dailyploneer | @TheDailyPloneer | Instagram.comddailyplaneer

Addressing Hindu

PCI

overindulgence in mindless digital content

secution 1n Banglade:

sh

I\ ¥

PRASHANT TEWARI

India must take decisive action to safeguard the persecuted and assert its role
as a defender of minority rights, cultural identity and regional stability

T T

SAKSH! SETHI

n & world saturated with endless entertainment, constant nofi-

fications and superficial distractions, the human brain faces

unprecedented challenges. The term brain rof refers fo the per-
ceived decling in cognitive abilities or inteliectual engagement dug
to excessive consumption of mindiess or unproductive content.
While it is colloguial and not a clinical diagnosis, it describes men-
tal fog, reduced attention span and diminished problem-salving abil-
ities often finked to prolonged screen time or low-value contant
Studies suggest that heavy screen usage can cormelate with reduced
rey mattar in the brain, which may Impalr critical thinking and mesm-

ory, particutarly amang younger individuals.

It alse contributes to mental health issues Iike anxiety and depras-
sion, driven by constant comparisons and exposure to idealised
online content. The rise of social media, streaming platforms and
short-form content has revolutionised how we consume informa-

tinn and entertainment.

While these platforms offer unprecedented access to global knowl-
edge, they also foster habits of passive comsumption. Endiess
scrolling and binge-walching also laad fo mental fatigue and reduced
attention spans, making it harder for individuals to engage with more
complex ideas or tasks. Brain rot can also stem from a lack of intel-
lectual stimulation. Activities that challenge the brain such as read-
Ing, problem-solving, o engaging in creative pursults are oftan side-
lined in fawour of easier, low -effort distractions. Over bime, this neglect
can lead to a decling in critical thinking, memary refention and prob-

lem-salving skills.

The modern lifestyle, characterised by high levels.of siress and con-
stant multitasking, can contribute to cognitive dacline. It is often
said that chronic stress impairs brain function, particulary in areas
responsible for memory and learning which creates a viclous cycle
where individuals furn to mindless activities 1o escape siress, fur-
ther exacerbating mental stagnation. Moréover, a sedantary
Iifestyle, coupled with & diet lacking in nutrients essential for brain
function, can also lead to cognitive dechine. In maintaining mental
clarity and overall brain health, physical exercise and a balanced

diet play erucial roles.

The effects of brain rot are far-reaching and can manifest in vari-
ous aspects of lite, A lack of focus and motivation often results in
decreased efficiency and the mability to completa tasks effective-
ly. Overindulgence in passive entertainmant stifles the abdity to think
creatively or generate original ideas. The OVEIUSE of escapist media

can kad to a di

from real-world

and experiences,
fostering feelings of emptiness or dissatisfaction. Excessive reliance
on digial communication can impair interpersonal relationships and

he escalating persecution of
Hindu minorities  in
Bangladesh cloaked under
the guise of political shifty
and regime cinngc. under-
scores an alarming resurgence of com-
munal viclence. With reports of sys-
tematic targeting and atmoc |l|ucm|:r5
Ing over months, the role of the current
regime, urmlcdlr influenced by
Jamaat-¢-Tslami, demands scrutiny.
o as the world's largest Hindu-
jority nation and 1 protector of
minority rights, cannot afford to stand
as @ passive obaerver,
Instead, it must respond with decisive
and proactive measures to safeguard
not only the Hindu minority in
Bangladesh but also its own cultural
and historical ethos, Reports of wide-
spread violence against Hindus in
Bangladesh reveal o pattern of calcu-
|alt§ aggression. From desecration of
temples and destruction of property to
orchestrated violenee, these acts are not
isolated incidents but part of a broad-
er, systematic campaign. The roots of
this antagonism can be traced back to
the Great Bengal Partition of 1905
when radical dlements sought to estab-
lish an Islamic dominion in the region.
Although tempaorarily dumptc&
Bangladesh's liberation in 1971, lhr
vision of Darul-ul- Islam—a dominion
governed by Islamic law—has been
rekindled.
Under the current regime, these histor-
lcal grievances have been weaponised
to erode Hindu culture and population.
What makes the situation more alarm-
Ing is the ri.psarlcd nexus between the
government, Pakistan's

THIS

the ability to engage in meaningful, face-to-face interacti

Addressing beain rot requires a multifaceted approach that empha-
sises mindhuiness, discipline and & commitment 1o personal growdh.
Setting boundaries for screen time and being intentional about the
nrpe of cun{enl I:nnsumed can help reduce tha effects of brain rot.

I or thought

stress and combat mental inertia.

(The water s an educator; views are personal)

o malerial over pas-
slue entmamment tha mind ¢an he snmulateu lw prioritising phys-
Ieal health such as regular physical exercise, a balanced diet and
setting goals for personal and intellectual growih learning can help
foster mental resilience and creativity. They will also help reduce

181, md:cn] jihadi groups, and influen-
tial ideologues like famaat-c-Islami.
Thiese forces seem united in their goal
of reshaping Bangladeshs demograph-
ic and cultural landscape to align with
extremist ideologies.

Mohammad Yunus and the Shadow of
Global Influence

Central to this crisis is the controver-
sial figure of Mohammad Yunus, a
Nabel laureate who reportedly plays a
significant role in the regimes i;}cufug-
ical alignment, While his global repu-

INDIA MUST

SUPPORT THE
EMERGENCE OF A
FAVOURABLE AND

INCLUSIVE

REGIME THAT
CAN COUNTER

EXTREMIST

IDEOLOGIES.

APPROACH,
WHILE

GONTROVERSIAL,
ALIGNS WITH

INDIA'S

STRATEGIC AND
HUMANITARIAN

INTERESTS

tation as a microfinance ploneer
lends him an aura of credibility,
his alleged affiliations with anti-
Hindu policics and his ties with
"nltmnrpum'n-'. including China
and certain factions in the United
States, raise concerns,

These alignments have not only
emboldened the regime but have
also enabled it to criticise India
under the pretext of democracy
and human rights violations.
‘This geopolitical manipulation,
leveraging both soft power and
hard aﬁinnccs. directly challenges
Indias sovereignty and its roleas
a regional stabiliser. India must
counter these narratives with
truth and assert its position as o
defender of minority rights. The
current crisis mirrors the chal-
lenges faced by India in 1971,
The liberation of Bangladesh
under Indira Gandhi was driven
by humanitarian and strategic
imperatives—protecting millions
of refugees and dismantling
regime that perpetuated geno-

cide. Today, the targeting of

Hindus in Bangladesh represents
a similar humanitarian catastro-
he and a strategic threat. India,
Enmc to the largest Hindu pop-
ulation in the world, bears a
unique responsibility to safe-
guard its diaspora and kin. The
Narendra Modi government has
a historic opportunity to emulate
the bold decisions of 1971, reaf-
firming India’s role as a protector
of justice and a regional power-
house,
A Strategic Path Forward
India’s response to the crisis must
be multifaceted, encompassing
agpression, diplomacy, and strate-
gic libration.
India’s security apparatus must
transcend reactive measures, By
identifying and dismantling
rogue  e¢lements  within
Bangladesh that orchestrate
attacks on minoritics, India can
send a strong message, Targeted
strikes, eilmiﬁal to lsracl's preci-

SAFE
HINDUS TN

sion operations, could serve as o
deterrent and emphasise India's
commitment (o protecting its
Hinde disspora. Bangladesh's
cconomic rcﬁnmt on India pro-
vides a powerful tool. By impos-
ing strategic trade sanctions and
mohilising international apin-
ion, India can isolate the current
regime, pressuring it to reconsid-
er its policies.
arts must also focus on high-
lighting the human rights abus-
es faced by minorities in
Bangladesh, garnering global
suppaort for the caiise. Long-term
stability in Bangladesh hinges on
a government that respects
minority rights and values demao-
cratic principles. India must sup-
ort the emergence of o
avourable and inclusive regime
that can counter extremist ideolo-
gies. This approach, while contro-
versial, aligns with India's strate-
gic and humanitarian interests.
A halder propasition involves
addressing the dcmngug]:ic real-
ities of 1971 when Hindus com-

prised around 21 per cent of

Bangladesh’s  population.
Securing territories proportion-
al 1o this demographic coul

provide a haven for minoritics
while addressing historical injus-
tices, Such a solution would echo
the decisive territorial realign-
ments of 1947 und 1971, albeit
adapted to contemporary chal-
lenges.

The Hindw community world-
wide must unite against these
utrocities. India, with its popula-
tion of over ene billion Hindus,
should lead by example, adopting
u rohust stance to counter perse-
cution. Strengthened solidarity,
coupled with decisive govern-
ment action, can set a precedent
for minority protection globally.
Rebuilding Regional Stability
The crisis also necessitates a
reevaluation of Indias relation-
ship with Bangladesh. Despite
India’s pivotal role in Bangladesh’s

liberation, successive regimes
have displayed hostility and indif-
ference. Ln lack of gratitude
underscores the need for a recal-

ibration of India’s foreign policy
toward its neighbour, '[mmugh a
combination of economic, social,
diplomatic, and military strate-
pies, India must assert its domi-
nance in the region.

The message should be uneguiv-
ocal: any vinlence against Hindus
or hostile actions will be met with
reselute action, Isracls unwa-
vering commitment 1o its sover-
cignty and people offers valuable
lessons for India. Despite being a
small nation, Isracl has consis-

tently demonstrated the effective-
ness of decisive measures in safe-

puarding its citizens. India, with
its vast resources and geopaliti-
cal influence, must adopt similar
strategies to protect its minorities
and assert its regional leadership,
A Turning Point for IndiaThe
Bangladesh crisis represents more
than a regional issue; it is a
defining moment for India’s for-
cign policy and its identity as
nation, By taking bold and proac-
tive measures, the Narendra Modi
government can reaffirm India's
role as a defender of jostice and
humanity.

Protecting Hindus in Bangladesh
is not just about addressing a
humanitarian crisis—it is about
asserting [ndia's sovereignty, pre-
serving its cultural identity, and
ensuring regional stability,
Instead of hoping for UNHRC
intervention, the Indian govern-
ment must rise to the occasion,
transforming the crisis into an
opportunity t redefine Indids
role in South Asio. With decisive
action, India can prevent histo-

ry from repeating itself, ensuring
that justice prevails and that the
legicy of protecting minorities
endures.

(The writer is prominent colunt-
nist and Public Policy Expert; the
views expressed are personal)

The imperative of continuous learning in India’s Al-driven future
The rapid growth of Al, has intensified the demand for skilled professionals. Yet, a stark talent gap threatens this progress

schnalogy has become
an integral part of our
daily lives and work,
making continuous learning
essential w stay rebevant. The
rupid adoption of automation
and advanced digital tech-
nologies, such as artificial
intefligence {Al), is not just
transforming industries but
also reshaping the skills
employers expect from their
workforce. By 2027, it is pro-
jected that B0 per cent of engi-
neering roles will require
oyees tor undergo training
und development to meet the
changing demands brought
shout by Al advancements,
uccording to Gartner,
In India, the demand for
skilled professionals in tech-
nobogy-driven fields, especial-
by Al is lﬂwwing significantly.
Reports by BCG and NASS

SUMIT SHUKLA

COM indicate that the Al
market in the country could
grow to §17 billion by 2027,

with an annual growth rate of

25-35 per cent. However, this
growth is accompanied by a
stark shortage of exper l; in
advanced technologics. NASS-
COM  estimates K\al OVET @

million skilled enggi pe-

thi coming vears, Alarmingly,

companies now prioritise can-
the talent gap could rise from

didates with interpersonal

a promising solution in this
context, With over 50 per cent

Forward-thinking co

are already investing in

expectations,

25 per cent to nearky 30 per
cent by 2028, L-mphnsisim!i the
critical need for skill develop-
ment amaong bath new grad-
uates and experienced profes-
sionals,

Ome significant challenge is the
disconnect between formal
education und the practical
skills required in thie job mar-
ket, Every year, approximsate-
Iy L5 mlhlun engincering
graduates enter the workforce
in India, yet only a fraction
secure jobs aligned with their
ficld of study, This mismatch
is not due to a lack of oppor-
funitics bue stems from the gnip
between the theoretical koo
edge imparted in an.adtmm

and the

cialising in Al and related
m:hnsﬂgrgics will be needed in

skills sought by cmplny:rh.
Beyond technical expertise,

skills and emational intelli-
gence, essential for thriving in
collaborative and dynamic
work environments.
The India Skills Report 2024
higthlights this concern, noting
that mi ibe some states, such as
Telangana, have made strides
in job preparedness among the
18 10 21 age group, critical skill
gaps persist. For robes reliant
an Aland emerging technolo-
wies, the gap ranges from G0
per cent to 73 per cent. These
statistics underscore the urgent
need for educational institu-
tioms to revamp their curricu-
I s etter align with industry
demands.
Updating academic pro-
rumnmes is vital tw bridging
this gap. Universities and col-
leges must incorporate indus-

try trends and practical learn-
ing experiences into their

courses, Today's workforce
needs to think critically across
disciplines and understand
the E}‘rmd.cl implications of
technology on economic,
social, and culturdl contexts.
Flexibile and continuons edu-
cation plays a pivotal role in
closing the divide between
academic knowledge and the
realities of the job market,

Driggital beaming platforms offer

of Indians actively using the
imternet, online education pro-
vides accessibde opportunitics
0 acquire new sE.i ls. Edtech
platforms specialising in skill
enhancement allow individu-
albs to enroll in tailored cours-
esand programmes, preparin
them IPrr IE.'IF!Jd.h‘ :ch\-lﬁg |0E
landscapes.

The benefits of continuous
learning extend beyond career
advancement. Employess who
are adaptable and committed
o enhancing their knowledge
contribute o organisational
innovation and help business-
es navigate shifting market
dynamics, For instance, as Al
becomes more integrated
across industries, the demand
for experts in these technolo-
gles will continue 1o rise,

employee lmlnll\g]:ernms to
stay competitive and ensure
their teams are equipped to
handle emer mg‘j\uﬁtngu

Dhespite these efforts, many tra-
ditional educational institu-
thons struggle to meet indus-
try needs. Relying heavily on
lecture-based teaching, these
institutions often focus on
theoretical knowledge at the
expense of practical skills,
Students have limited access to
industry-standard equipment
or upportunities for bands-on
problem-sobving, leaving them
ill-prepared for the workforce,
Integrating real -world applica-
tions into academic learning
bridges the gap between the-
aretical instruction and prac-
tical expertise, ensuring grad-
uates are ready to meet

‘Elskll}lm“ is not just about
resaing current deficien-
cies—it invalves cultivating a
mindset  of continuous
improvement. In a world
where industries evolve rapid-
ly and the shell life of skills is
shrinking, professionals must
adapt to new technologies and
methodologies quickly. Skills
once considered indispens-
able can become obsodete with-
ina few years, making the bil-
ity to learn and relearn critical
for success in todays profes-
sional envirnnment. For indi-
vidusals and organisations alike,
embracing continuous educa-
tion isa strategie move to nay-
igate the present and excel in
the future,
(The writer is CE
Scholars Merit,
are personal
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Renewed vigour

PM Mudi and the King Wangehuek's meeting strengthens ties wich the

Himalayan kingdom and lays the groundwork for futire collaboration

adaep commitment to mutual progress. This bond was reaffirmed during a recent

' ndia antd Bhutan share a relationship rooted in historical ties. cultural affinity and

high-level meeting between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bhutan's King
Jigme Khesar Namqyel Wangehuck. The meeting underscores the enduring Impor-
tance both nations place on their fiendship amidst a dynamic geopolitical landscape.
The foundation of India-Bhutan relations was laid with the signing of the Treaty of
Friendship In 1949, which established perpetual peace and friendship, free trade and
mutual cooperation. This treaty was updated in 2007 to reflect evolving dynamics,
It continued to emphasise close conperation on defence, trade and culttural exchange.
India has been a steadfast partner in Bhutan's development journey, assisting In key
sectors such as hydropower, infrastructure, education and haalth, Bhutan, in turn,
has been a reliable neighbour, sharing India's security concerns and supporting its

diplomatic endeavours.

The recent interaction betwaen PM Madi and King
Jigme Khesar sought to address emerging challenges
and explora avenues for deaper collaboration,
Hydropowar is a cornarstona of India-Bhutan rela-
tions. Bhutan exports surplus electricity generated
from its rivers to India, a mutually beneficial
arrangement, Discussions focused on scaling up
hydropower projects, ensuring sustainable enargy
practices, and addressing financial challenges relat-
ed to project execution. India remains Bhutan's largest
trading partner and the leaders explored ways to
diversify trade and enhance connactivity. Emphasis

was also placed on digital infrastructure and technology transfer to support Bhutan's
aspirations for modemisation, Geopalitical developments, particulary In the Indo-
Pacific and Himalayan region, were key discussion points. Both leaders reaffirmed
thair commitment fo regional stability and countering security threats, including transna-
tional crimes and emearging cyber risks. Recognising the importance of fostaring peo-
pla-to-peaple ties, leaders pledged to expand scholarship programmes, skill devel-
opment initiatives and cultural exchanges. These efforts aim to empower the youth
and deapen cultural understanding. The diakogue between India and Bhutan holds broad-
or geopolitical significance. As China increases its oufreach in South Asia, Includ-
ing In the Himalayan region, India’s proactive engagament with Bhutan reafirms its
commitment to its smaller neighbours. Bhutan's strategic location makes its part-
nership vital for Indla's security and reglonal influence. India’s support for Bhutan's
participation In global forums refiects is willingness to amplify Bhutan’s volce on
International ssues, Including climate change. As both nations work toward com-
mon goals, thelr relationship serves as a model for regional cooperation based on
trust, benefit and mutual respect.
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Superpower retreats

and their fallout

Russians abandoning Assads is a stark reminder of the fact that promises of
steadfast allegiance can falter when geopolitical will and resources wane

he Vietnam War wis

fought between the

forces of the North

(supported by the

Sovier Union and
China) and those of the South
(supported by the United States
of America). While it lasted
twenty years (1955 1o 1975) the
direct involvement of the
American troops lasted about o
decade from 1965 anwards. The
scars of 58,281 LS fatalities and
303, 644 worinded had tived the
spirits, emotions and morale of
the Americans, and they secrel-
ly negotiated & pull-out plan
under the garb of the Paris Peace
Accorls tht the Americans knew
winihd net hold wp,

The Americans made many

insincere and knowingly immaoral
promises to intervene on behalf
of s ally, the Southern side, but
when the push came to shove, It
pushed the Southern side under
the bus with non-inter vention or
support. Later day US President
Ronald Reagen wan to coin the
term Wietnam Syndrome’ o wg-
gost o reluctance to support an
international military interven-
thom, beyond a point. A similar
reneging of support after ulmost
i decade of direct military inter-
wention was to face the Soviet-
propped puppet government of
Adghanistan, under Mohammad
Naibullah,

Ultimazely the palitical and pop-
ular \ﬂll.ﬂrl he leuln hadd vrl:nEI
as the human and financial cost
of continuing the war in
Adghanistan had waned. A few
years later, exactly as it had hap-
pened in Vietnam, the Afghan
Flwrmm_cm was ousted in o
bloody affensive and Najibullabs
corpse was dragged behind o
truck through the streets of Kibul.
Eventually, the Soviets left him to
his fate. It was the sort of end of
o regime that wis far less than
ideal as the land of many 'Great
Ciames' carlier Le., Afghanistan,
had seen similar consequences of
bloadiust with the British troops
leaving Afghanistan in Jan 1842
(only one survivor had managed
to reach the British {mllmﬁfd
township of Jalalabad). Sadly,
even Nujibullahy ouster wasn't o
b thie last of the ‘sbandoning of
o regirme in Kabul,

I 2021, an exhausted and dispie-
Ied American force ‘thandoned’

Be receptive to
contrary point of view!

As social beings, our lives are deeply intertwined with
but the same can often become a source of conflict

communication,

¢ are soclal beings,
W{'.nmmunlmlirm

with others is as
Bntegral tor us as breathing,
We often find conflicting
conversations blowing out o
proportion, sometimes le;
ang to even o break in
tionships. Unpleasaniness
can be avolded if we are
mindful of others, We had
lived in bungalows in well
planned colonies for a better

art of our lives,

It was cany to be more soclal
in such surroundings when
we met only on soclal occa-
slons. We, and more like us,
have moved to condomini-
uim complexes only over the
past few years, Private spaces
are diminishing as nni;i)i-
burs fall over each other, Hi-
erally and figuratively,

This is a new life that we are
atill adjusting 1o, 1 noticed
something dilferent about a
nelghbour recently as we
gathered for & meeting. We
indulged in some idle ban-
fey before the start of serious
bassirsess, It was o light-heart-
ed conversation, over which
we could smile or chuckle.
Or wo | thought, till 1
recebved his call lﬁn next disy.
1 got the message loud and
clear that he was upset over

the reference to his receding
huirline, 1 apologlsed pro-
fusely for the faux pas. He
does not seem 1o have for-
given me and has stopped
greeting me when we cross
each other during walks,
He is the same pemson whio
does ot think twice before
breaking inte a warcastic
verse on the community
WhatsApp group, without
consldering the hurt he
might ciuse to the intended
vichim. We have regular
meetings with the governing
body of cur welfare associ-
atlon,

There are arguments galore
an any subject, which woubd
not b wuchu bad thing, and
iy sometimes even be con-
sidered as o humorous inter-
Tude in an atherwise charged
enviconmenl, were it not

far the serlousness with
‘which the adversaries try to
push their viewpoint to the
exclusion of even listening to
the other's perspec
One morning, one of the
members told me that it
wits good that he was now
ﬁar: of the management
ody, otherwise he would
have vehemently opposed
some of the proposals
could not fathom the logle.
A wrong could not have
been right only by his being
Inside the team. In yet
another Instance recently,
twos lindles Bnsisted thit they
were Fight in their respective
contentions,
As the arguiments went back
and forth, 1 could see the
gyracdual stubborn look on the
faces of both, an indication
that they were no longer lis
tening to each other. As un
independont observer, 1 real-
lzed that both were talking
the same, albeit in different
wrds,
They were not tuking the
time to pause and reflect
hefore responding, There i
ane mare icident that | may
not I'u‘:?rl eanily, 1 felt
feved enough to write to
the promoter of our condao-
minium complex about the

SANJAY CHANDRA

supposed transgressions of a
nelghbour in handling the
community affairs, The lat-
ter was il working as an
employee with the builder, [
was upset and did not deem
it it to comider the latter’s

oint of view or the adverse
tmpact that it might have on
his professional prospects. |
apologised to him in later
years. He has moved on and
continues to accord me
respect, However, | could
have wvolded the

its ally Le., the Ashral Ghand
povernment, in Kabul on the
rrclul of o deal signed
hetween the Taliban and the
US in Dohu.

Everyone knew that the deal
would not hold up and lo
behold the Taliban stormed
inte Kabul, soon afier. The
ownggest war I LS history” with
a two trillion financial cost, a
no-win sltustion, and mount
Ing pletures of 'US body bags
hnRII] yer again Iulcc{l“l‘f:'
Americans 1o push their ally
under the bus. By blindsiding
its purported ally, the
Amerbeans had unilaterally lee
down its ally after making
promises to defend the same.
Afghan  Vice President
Amirullah Sakeh was beft mock-
g the US on its pusillanimous
stund, “when o superpower
decided to become o mini

wer',

ently, and yet agaln, [t wis
the decisive reluctance of a
major power and ally Le.,
Hussin and Iran, that left the
beleaguered Syrian
Government of Bashar Al
Asad, ter its inevitabile fate and
within days of some tolen sup-
port, the Syrian capital of
Damascus fell o rebels, who
routed the Russia-lran sup-
ported Bushar Al Assad
regime, To be fair, the aban.
donment’ of Bashar Al Assad
cannot be compared 1o the
Vietnam or Adghanistan sin-
utioing, as the principal power

BOMB SOME REBEL
STRONGHOLDS, BUT
IT SIMPLY WASN'T

=

hehind the Syrian regime no
lesnger had the wherewithal to
continue supporting, even if
they wanted o,

Russha Iy already bleeding and
recling under the humiliating
and costly stalemate on the
Ukrainlan front, whereas the
Iranians and their strategic
regional  proxies  leg,
Hezbollah and the Houthis)
were getting systematicall

decimated and attacked with
ligeral impunity.

AFTER THE a\tcr the H}']rtlialn n'hqéln had
taken over b and were
SYRIAN REBELS dashing the next profile target
off Homis, the Russian lighter
HAD TAKEN planes did bomb some 1Isll-lu:l
OVER IDLIB  stromgholds, but it simpdy was-
w'l enough. Soon, the Syrian
AND WERE  rebels E?I‘.ldl: the ki]F for
[Dramascus, and the isolated
DASHING and unsupported forces of
THE NEXT  tashar Al Assad simply could-
't hold on, History repeated
PROFILE e and i the e o -
tinyg foreign allies failing the
TARGET OF E::Ims':‘. it wli:\ Iﬂlllllllllrullil to
HOMS, runlung the same under the

s
THE RUSSIAN  1he lessons are substantial
for other regions facing simi-
FIGHTER lar llclilgw*:ucu ar \:Fr‘:um-
PLANES DID stances le., counting an

declared allies cannot be
assumed, definitely and cer-
tainky not, infinitely, When
there were grave tensions on
Indo-Sino borders In 2020,
then President Denald Trumy
(muthor of a book aptly tided,
“The Axt of Deal’ ) made mean-

ENOUGH

» @

et

BHOFINDER SINGH

ingless offers to 'nclfulluh:'
between the two sides, as
{Tps:.\cd L] Llcnuunrin*
Chinese expansionism and
u“ﬁn:u:mu, unequivocally,
While certuin military orders
with Dielhl were indeed signed
and expedited - the same
made great transactional and
commercial wense to the
American defence sector, This
I something that the already
cornered Ukralnian President
Felensky must be fearing s
President-clect Donald Trump
sheepishly talks about yet
another deal’ 1o supposedly
end the Russia-Ukraine war,
History I instructive of the
consequences that awalt when-
ever simillar ‘deals’ (reasd, aban-
donment) are made by a
Superpower, be it the
Americans or most recently,
the Russians in Syria. Reveling
on the latest situation kn Syria,
Donald Trump tweeted,
“Assad is gone, He has fed his
country,
His protector, Russia,led by
Viacimir Pustin, was nod inter-
eated in protecting him any
leanger” = while i is true, i has
been no different for the LS,
throughout history, Trump
too has the blood of letting
down Alghanistan on his
huns.
(The writer, o military veter-
an, Is a former Lt Goveror
|{f'.-’1r|ihlrur4fr e Nicolar
Iharedds awnd Puduecherry. The
vhews expressed are personal)

LETTERS kLR TR

WEST ASIA IN TURMOIL

Mudam — This refers to the editorial on the
developments in Syria (December 93, In
West Asla, mostly countries are dominat-
ed by Muslims, the people have hardly any

thing to fieel elated about. The hate against
the subsects of the sume relighon is dom.
Anating the scene in most of the countrics
there. Each group s in constant war agaknst
the other not or economic benefits but for
an uprper hand over the other group. In the
process the struggling groups have taken
the path of termorism forgetting that the one
wha win is not the permanent winner and
victories are purely ephemeral.

In Syrla aleo the number of such groups
chivided by sub-divisions of the same reli-
gion, culture, etc, is oo many, and this
mnkes it clear that whoever has won now
& only for a temporary period, as the
deprived groups will alwuys be waiting to
take revenge and capture power. In this
entire game, the real I)cncf{rlul'lr\ are the
developed nations whose main plank of
econdanty in weapon trade. Selling weapons
o every terrorist and warring group is a
flourishing trade. Therefore, either of the

nees had 1 taken the time to
talk ter him aboul my griev-
ances, [t would be good for
everyeng o be more respect-
ful and less impulsive in an

wrgument,
11 only we could follow the
words of Chinese philoso-
pher Zhuangsd, "We cling to
aur own point of view, as
though everything depend-
ed on it Yet our opinions
have no permanence; like
wutumn and winter, they
radually pass away
s {The K'I:fcr s m‘; o,
speaaker, coach, arbitrator
and strategy consultint. He
cneucts worksfiops on cre-
ative writing for yeung
adults and corporate execu-
tives, The views expressed
are personia)

groups Is ked, promoted, and
equipped with enough weapons and the
fine I;lrpl alive, In the case tiyrln.lh‘uih
Asnad has fled the country, bowing to the
rebels, the civil war nln\m? the groups will
continue o be there, But all the groups call
it o Jlhd meaning | am killing you to sat-
asfy thie sume God whom we both warship
E'"‘"'T‘- Terrorksm knows no coonomy, no
aghe, no rationality, and ne idealogy. and
it s simply @ mental affalr capable of
chestroylng anything and sothing constroc

Rive
A G Rajmohon | Asartopur

AUSTRALIA DEFEATS INDIA

Madam — Indian cricket is not in the pink
of health and the second test at Adelaide
wiss o highly disappointing one for the fans
by this indigestible defeat. The scores of 180
and 175 in the first and second innings,
respectively, by Indian batters were o little
e than 19 runs behind the chase for the
Autssies in the second innings, winning this

World Meditation Day declared

editation is a timeless element
Mlhnl connects the soulls depth,
offering humanity o path 1o
mental peace, physical health, and

spiritual  growth. Recognising
ccember 21 ay World Meditation Da
honours this ancient practice an
symballses |f|.uhn recognition of Indiay
cultural heritage. In modern life, med-

test by 10 wickets, The coach, Gautam
Gambhir, hus got no time to spare nu']pl
tor bring in fresh changes o boost the
morale of the team, which is certuinly too
bow st the moment, The cobour of the ball
shouldn’t make then blind by coming out
with lame excuses for their grand I'allfulr.
Skipper Rohit Sharma, by batting lower
down in this test, has signalled his poor
form, Except for NK Rnit:ly the other bat-
ter ook a stroll o the wicket by spend-
ing mare time at the pavilion,

Why did they drop Washington Sundar?
He bas no chue. 0 not good for Indian old
harses 1o rest on old Fumch. to continue
their guest appearsnces in the team, While
polng by retaining them despite single-digit
wcores on the board creates o serious doul
about whether they have been retained o
prommote thelr commercials in their ongo-
ing contract, The selection policy needs
e transparency, wod there shouldn't be
formut-based selections. The head coach
st book for consistent performers by tak-
Ing into account players like Head' 1o be
Inour team rather than overlooking
youmyg talents ut this crucial phase of Indian

Itation haw evolved as & sclence for
holistle development, offering hope 1o
those grappling with stress and spiri-
tual unrest,
The winter solstice, murking the start
of Uttarapan In Indian traditlon, (s
expecally sucred for meditation, us the
flow of energy o nature fosters spir-
itual awakening. Amid personal,
woctal, and economic challenges, med-
itation offers mental stability, reduces
stress, and enhances concentration
while alleviating disorders like anxi-
ety and depression. [ts benefiis extend
to physical health, stabilising blood
pressure, heaet rate, and boosting
immunity, World Meditation Day,
endorsed by the UN, reflects India
cultural strength and Influence.

RK Jaln | Barwari

cricket. With 1 win each, the remaining
tests will be the test of time for the future
of Indian cricket

A P Thiruvadi | Chenral

MORE SCHOOLS FOR RURAL AREAS
Madam — PM Modis Saturday-X post,
\lulinglhﬂ Cabinet decision to open the #5
new kendriya Vidyalayas and 28 Navoduya
Vidyalayas woross the country and ma
accessible school education mucimal, is o
tog-notch contribution. From the vantage
proint of the present. it seems that, osten-
sibily, rural students are still under scruti-
v over fucilities a8 compared 1o urban,
Iim‘ wre fiur fewer schools, poorty quali-
fied teachers, and miserable schools,
Frl.hdlhg:hc little students” study xeal and
uture immeasurably,. The government
must consolidate the correlation of urban
developiment with rural. Pull up its socks
to upgrade the situation of being more
adept.

Jakir Hussain | Knpur

Sand your foedback 10;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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THREE KEY PLAYERS IN SYRIA’S PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE FUTURE

BASHAR RECEPTAYYIP
AL-ASSAD ABU MOHAMMAD AL-JOLANI ERDOGAN

FALLOF AN IRON-FISTED LEADER EX-JHADIST FACES COMPLEX TASK LIKELY BIG WINNER OF THE WAR

Thee fall of Syria‘s president is alsoa The Ieader of the rebel forces b, amuoderate, With Russia and Iran losing their bong-

setback for Russia, where he is curmently
sheftering and kran. Russia's bases in
Syria could go, and lran’s pathway to
Hezbollah could now be cut off. The shift
in Damascus is seismic; a new chapter of
uncertainty begins noa

face, hmﬂingnurasammesnlmntymﬁfﬂa sminorites. There is

f the fall of th

— but the

int

cumlry nm\ah:ls deeply :hvut'd. Th: principal quﬁmn for the

Hon, and

standing ally in Damascus and President-
elect Donald Trump announcing this isn®t
the US's war, Turkey could emenge as the
most influential foreign actor in post-
Assad Syria — with significant political
and economic gains.

FIWANT] GLOBAL|

Re—ordermg of W Asia chessboard

The dramatic collapse of the Assad regime in Damascus could have geopolitical consequences even more decisive than the Oct 7 Hamas attack on Israel. Iran has
suffered a setback, and Turkey is now a much stronger and influential regional pole. How did all this come about, and what lies ahead for Syriaand the regmn"

EXPERT
EXPLAINS g

BASHIR ALl ABBAS

AFTER MORE than a half century, an Assad
— Hafez or Bashar — is not ruling Syria, Rebel
fighters spearheaded by Hayat Tahrir al
Shaam [HTS)reached Damasouson Sunday,
farcing President Bashar al-fssad to fiee to
Russia with his famnily.

Even in the Middle East’s great ongoing
tummult, the shaft in Syria is seismic,

Justoverayear and a half ago, Assad was
wicwed glohally as the predominant power
invhis fractured country, True, the HTSed op-
position lunged at the window of opportu-
nity that opened as Assad's allies Russia and
fran found Lhcmsr}w:s under pressure —still,
b i edfor five

decades collapse in less than two weeks?

‘What went wrong for Assad?

On December 5, as Hama fell after
Aleppo, Assad annournsced a 50% salary hike
fior serving soldiers to counter the HTS call
far them {induding Assad’s own Alawite cth-
noreligious group ] todefect. 1t was symbolic
of the desperation that Assad felt, and re-
wealed the structural and financial weak-
nesses of his Syrian Arab Armmy {SAA

The SAA has been infamous both for its
brutafity — images and videos are ernerging

Rebel commander Abu Mohammad al-Joland speaks at the Umayyad mosgue in Damaseus on December 8. Reuzers

In2020,as Iran railed against the US-bro-
kered Absaham Accords, Assad said in TV in-
terviews that he would not be opposed to
conditional normalisation of ties with ksmael.
Oneer the last year, he has remained indiffer-
entto [srael'scampaignin Gaza and Lebanon,
content to pn:vcm the disputed Golan

Fromm the liberated Sednaya Prison in
wihich the regime kept paolitical dissidents,
imchuding children — and for extracting in-
fiormal taxes from Syrians tocompensate for
their low oificial pay. The financial dire straits
of the army reflected the state of the Syrian
economy itself — before the fall of the Assad
regime, 1 United States dollar was equiva-
lent toabout 13,000 Syrian pounds.

The stagnation of the conflict cver the last
Five wears, with a Russia-Turkey détente to-
wiards the end of theearlier phase of the war
preventing the SAMA from attacking ldlib, was
perceived and celebrated as a victory by
Damascus —which left the army underpre-
pared for any eventual counterafensive.

Moreimportantly, the SAAIn 2024 contin-
ued torely as much on Rus sia and Iranas it did
im 2015 — even though Assad's relationship
with these countries has been under strain,
and Moscow retchied i

Iran put under pressure in Lebanon.

Height Jopinginto a fresh theatme
of war. The indifference continued as Iran's
so-called “axis of resistance” — Hezbollahin
Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and Hamas
in Gaza — took debiitating hits from [srael.
Differences on the ground between Ian's
slzmic Revolutionany Guard Corps{ RGC ) and
the SAA and the schisms in Iran between the
pro-fesad RGC hardliners and themore prag-
maﬁc{ampo(’]’rt*su:bcnt Masoud Pezeshkian,
v < for

the rebels tocutoff the ]|nk city of Homs from
Damasous —whichin amy case macde the mo-
wvement of Iranian aid greatly mose difficule.

Perhaps the best reflection of Assad's
madified position in the Iranian axis was
seen in his last hours of desperation, when
he reached out to Washington to secure a
deal — President-clect Donald Trurmp gruffly
shiot down the idea on X,

What about Russia — and Tu
The Russian air action on Abeppo and the

There have long existed slgmhr.mt divi-
sions in Iran ower Assad, which contributed
o stymieing potentizl by wseful Iranian assis-
tance. Presumptions of victory in the Syrian
wiar gave Assad the confidence to resist over-
bearing franian influence over decision-mak-
img in Damascis (& it happened in Irag).

higtnaeay December 3, with
= £ i

WHO CONTROLS SYRIA? HOW THE MAP HAS CHANGED

iF Assad

Forces

ition M Syrian

1S backed)

oonflict with Russia, and eventually pro-

pelled the HTS! SNA to the new reality un-
folding in Damascus today — all over the LIIH'ITIIIIIBSTRIEI’HM
span of aecadle. CHANGED SYRIA REGIME
Following Assad’s fall, Turkey has been _—
quick to switch o the ]anguagrnf_“lnl:luslw NOV 27 & NOV 28: Opposition
cmbkrdlﬁh;nhlwyaa;d pmjl:tﬁngthz:;cﬂ roups lannched alarge-scale
takeover of Damascus as a natural and in- ﬂg:m;ﬁ:ﬁg
evitable outcome after a years-long struggle. mﬂf‘“&'%\ilmﬁﬁl-ﬁm
Whate ule of the ike? e dl (e aldmy
HTS emir Abu Mohammad al-jolani has | =teTmoved away from the parent
worked for long, with more than just the sgroup. The rebels took de facio
b]rssmgurTuﬂncyand the US, to urqum.c mruml_u{almnstallofuu:ﬁlq;pu
Syrianopposition hitoc and ldliby
theiroffensives and unseat Assad, The attack followed weeks of low-
Jolani's actions since then reflect a level violence. Turkey, a major
Brnader trend in Islarmist Sunni political ji- backer of the rebel groups, said the
had. By appointing Mohammad al-Bashirto rebels began alimited offensive
the head of the “transitional” government, but advanced as the government:
the HTS has sought to follow the example of Forces of Bashar al-Assad retreated.
Ablul Haldim bil Haji's Lilya Islamic Fighting
Group, rebranding itself as  regional, prag- NV 29: Rebels entered Aleppo,
matist, almost ist fwrce that present: Syrias sec city, for the
itsetf as an ally of the West. first time since they were pushed
In behaviour mimicking the Taliban's out in 2016, At the time, Syrian

promisesin Doha in 2020, Jolani has personally
meached out to nmghbuum'ggavmmmﬂsm

povernment forces had the backing
of Russia and lran. This time, the

d
EVEN uﬁmngS;m s services to the intema-
tional community in identifying Assad'schem-
ical weapons Temnants. {The Taliban were

with little resistance.
MOV 30: Rebels announced they
control Aleppo and occupy the

quick v oongratulate Assad'sfalll)

As thousands of Syrians retumn to their
oountry, rejoicing in the demise of Assad’s
tyranny, the jihadist shadow on HTS charac-
terlingers, notwithstanding Jolani's persenal
overtures to the country’s minority groups,
inchuding Azsad's Alawite base.

Anid what of the myriad jihadist and sep-

armed forces claimed to have
redeployed troops.

DEC 1: The Syrian military
launched a counterattackin kb
and Aleppo.

DEC2-DEC 5: Russian airstrikes
hetped the Syrian government

aratist militias that united tactically tooppose
i Many

itory, but the

ofthem have enduring intra
—the HTS, initseardier. avaurotmral-Qal:dn
affiliate Jabat al-Mhusra, fought some of the
groups that are operating currently under the
umbrella of the SMA. The princpal question
for the “transitional” administration is this:
will it be able to force the disarmament, de-
mobilisation, and reintegration (DDR} of the
s in Syria today?

o link up weith the Black Sea fleet.
Turkaey, on the otherhand, has little to lose
by cooperating with both Russia and other
Araby{ Gulf states to promote stability in Syria
now that Assad has fallen and the Syrian
Mational Army (SNA), the Turkish-backed
armed grmowp, canattack the Kurdsin northern
andwestern Syria more froely in the futume,
On December 7, Turkey joined its Arab

Moseow focusing an
ate threats toits bases in Latakia and Tartus,
While Russianconstraints inUkmaine are
obwigus, note that Russia’s earlier détente
with Turley now has the context of the dan-
gling Darnocles sword over the Bosphorus
Srait, which is essential for Russian warships

and Iranian par om the Astana Process,
the formal Syrian peace process hosted by
Kazakhstan, incalling fora pofitical sulution
n Syria thatends military eperations, anin-
crease in humanitarian aid, and the imple-
mentation of UNSC Resolution 2254 {which
Laid out the process of democratic transition

in Syriain 2015}, The statement nedther con-
demned the rebels nor expressed concern
over Assad’s precarious position. Teh i

I the wider region, it is now evident that
allactorsin the lranian " axis of resistance”, n-
dudmglr.m itself, are nwpmmmr@ their
W SECUE ity. While the Houthis

Boscow too, signed the statement.
Turkey's rvalnywith Syriaisold and deep,
going back to Syrian nationalist opposition
to the Ottoman Emypire. The large presence of
Kurdish growps in Syria are an additional ir-
ritant. In 2004, Assad hecame the first Syrian
rader to visit Ankara — but it was mercly a
brief geopolitical alignment due to shared
arietiesoverthe US imasion of Irag in 2003,
‘When the Syrian civil war began, Ankara
rushed to bolster the armed opposition to
Assad, established its mam military presence
in Morthern Syria, negotiated a freeze in the

ootinase their attacks on Red Sea shipping,
Tehran's muscle in the Middle East has been
weakened. However, with Turkey now
emerging as a stronger pole, trigeering bath
Araband Persiananwicties, and bracl moving
swifthy to re-militarise and ocoupy the Golan
Heights after Aszad's Eall, the geopalitical kand-
scape in the Middle East has changed even
marededsively than it did on October 7, 2023,

(Ve author is o Resegrch Associore at
the Council for Strategic and Defense
Research, New Delfi )

into the city of Hama,
which saw massive aniti-
Eovernment protests in the early
days of the uprising in 2011,

DEC &: Opposition forces seized
twns near Homs, Syria's third-
largest city, and the gateway to
Damascus. Its capture also meant
thee governmen t wias cut off from
the coast, which is a stronghold of
President Bashar al-Assad's
minority Alawite sect. Homs fell to
the rebels the next day.

DEC &: State television aired a
video of a group of men saying that
Assad had been overthrown. HTS
commander Abu Mohammad al-
Jolani visited the Uim,
Mosque in Damascus, and called
Assad’s fall "avictory for the
Islamic nation™. Assad and his
famity were later reported to have
fled to Moscow.

— AP

How Saudi Arabia secured hosting rights for the 2034 football World Cup

MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI DECEMBER 8

ON WEDNESDAY, FIFA will reveal world
foothall’s worst-kept secret: the winning
bid for the 2034 World Cup. In what's ex-
pected to be a fairdy drama-free affair, the
sport’s global governing body will name
Saucli Arahia, the Ione bidder, as the host
Foothall's return to the cash-rich Gulf aj-
ter only 12 years — Qatar
hosted the 20022 Workd Cup—
is a study of how a nation
wove awebof influence across

EXPLAINED

SPORTS

tion of the way the Kingdom would push
for the 2036 Olymipics, depending on how
badly they want it.

Saudi's 910 sponsorship deals

Recently, the Danish research organisa-
tion 'Play the Game” traced the football
‘Workd Cup's path to Saudi, The imeestiga-
tion found that Saudi Arsbia had 910 spon-
sorship deals across 28 sports, inchiding
multisport events like the lslamic Solidarity
Gamis.

OF these, 194 sponsor-
ships were only in football.
The Public Investment Fund

the world through sponsor- [PIF), the country’s billion-
ships, Memorandums of daﬂa:suurmy:weah.hl’und.
Unas (Molls)and ir to 346 of the s 7

secure the bigeest single-sport cvent.
Itisalso a note for Endia, as to what they
are up against in their bid towin the host-
ing rights for the 2036 Olympics. Saudi
Arabia — the destination for the 2034 Asian
Games apart from the football World Cup
— and 2030 Asian Games hosts Qatar are
India's two biggest competitoes in the race.
And how Saudi won the foothall Waorld
Cup rights unopposed could be an indica-

Further, the country entered into 43
Mok, which “Play the Game’ noted have
been “powerful strategic ties”,

“Beyond fostering goodwill, Molls pave
the way for_direct access to key decision-
makers within federations, Ultimately,
these decision-makers play a critical rodein
woting on significant agendas within FIFA,
inchuding host selection and govemance is-
sues," the report said.

For instanice, on October &, 2022, the All
India Football Federation [ AIFF) signed a
Mol with its Saudi Arabian counterpart.
According tothe AIFF, itincheded “the provi-
siom of technalogical suppaort, the organiza-
tion and hosting of youth competitions fior
bath men and women ona regular basis”,

The AIFF hasn't publicly said since then
how much of it has been implemented,
However, on December 5, 2002 Incfia — af-
ter spending taxpayer money on the hid-
dimg process — suddenly withdrew from
thie two-horse race invalving Sandi Arabia
to host the 2027 Asian Football

Confederation [AFC) Asian Cop. On
Februwary 1, 2023, the AFC named Saudi as
the host for the showpiece event.

Partnerships with AFC

Simultaneousky, the country aleo en-
hanced its relationship with the AFC
through parmerships. Forinstance, Flay the
Game’ reported that "Neom, Sauds's amibi-
tious megacty project, became AFCs Global
Partner from 2021 to 20247, adeal that was
renewed for another five years.

ucht

ingitsseat onworld football's highest mhl:

U 8010 208 000 '- 9151 115 945

epaperindianexpresscom BB BR

im FIFA, In February 2023, on the same day
when the ARC dedared Saudi Arabia as the
hosts of the 2027 Asian Cup, the country’s
football federation's president Yasser Al-
Misehal was elected as Asia’s mpresenta-
tive to theall-powerful FIFA Council, which
decides on the most important matters
L

Aramco steps in

Aramco, the Saudi state-owned oil and
gas company, then entered into @ partner-
ship with FIFA. The deal was widely criti-
cised, and in October, more than 100 female
footballers wrote an open letter to AIFA
againstit. They cited Saudi’s alleged haman
rights winlations and restrictions on
women's ights as the reasons.

All this while; Saudi continued o
splurge on getting the world's top foot-
ballers — including Cristiano Ronaldo — to
pay in their league while simultaneousky
acquiring teams in Europe. the nerve centre
of world foothall For example, Rivadh Air
sponsors former Spanish league champi-
ons Atletico Madrid and the PIF owns
English Premier League side Newcastie
United.

Additionally, 'Play the Game' reported
that Saudi roval family member Abdullah
hin Musaid Al Saud owns LIAE's Al Hilal
United and England's Sheffeeld United, in
March 2021, he added India’s lower division
club, Kerala United, to his portfolio.

Adter estahlishing its footprint globally,
Saudi made a move to host the Word Cup,

Australia pulls out

InOctober ZOZlFIF\A seta ZJ-daydc'ad
line for coun
ing the 2034 Warld Cup. Less than two
hours akter the announcement, Saudi affi-
cially declared its bid. A few days later,
Australia entered the race bt pulled out tm
fooes on securing the 2036 Women's Asian
Cup and the 2020 FFA Club Worid Cup,

That left Saudi Arabia as the sole bidder,
Last week, FIFA gave a glowing review of
Saudi's bid, scoring it 4.2 out of 5 — more
than the 2026 bid of USA, Canada and
Mexico, which received 4out of 5.

Last Thursday, Ronaldo supported the
hbid, writing on his social media handles:
“The @Saudi2034bid is inspiring so many
young footballers with the promise of
#GrowingTogether..."
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The power of population
is indefinitely greater
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earth to produce
subsistence for man,

THOMAS MALTHUS
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Demography is destiny: It's a law that cannot be shaken
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Antimatter idea offers scientists
clue to cracking cosmic mystery

If the universe started off with equal amounts of matter and antimatter, where has all the antimateer gone? Nobody knows For certain and the best
current theory to explain the world fell woefully short of satisfying three crucial conditions, until a new study pointed out a caveat

Hirmal kal

tie ol thie maost astorilshing

Fucts about the mstural world bs

the exdstence of antiparticles,

Theorised by the English
physicist Paul AM. Dirae in 1928 and
obmerved in cosmic rays by American
physicist Corl Anderson in 1932, an
anttparticle bs ' partner” of a particle type
that has the same misss but opposite
charge, For example, the antebectron s
the antiparticle of the electron; it has the
sarrwe masy and {8 positively charged.

Antiparticles are an inevitable
eonsequensce of deseribing the woekd In
termns of quantum mechanbes and speclal
relativity.

An antiparticle is o particle traveling
backward in time, This is not an
aversimplification, I it sounds cerie,
that’s hecause it k.

O antimatter, where art th
Tt where is all the antimitter made of
antkparticles? It s certainly searce, or we
wontled huve discovered it a long time ago.
Sulll, antiparticles are detectably
nimierois, Our own hodies make one
antbelectron every 20 seconds from the
decay of potassium-40, Cosmic rays
raining down on us supply antiprotons,
antbelectrons, and even antinuclel, Every
proten and neatron - constituents of the
nuched that muke up all the matter we can
toieh - I teemibing with antiquarks.

But it is when we book out at the
universe as o whole thist antlmatter's
searcity bocomes clear, All galasies are
miacle of matter, not antmatter, Even in
the nfant universe, there bid to hve
bieen a small dissimilivity between the
populations of protons and antiprotons
for o predictions about the outcomes of
the synthesis of nuckel in the early
universe and the features of the cosmic
milerowave background (radiation lefover
frcim thie Bigg Bang) to hald.

That i, for every L7 billion
proton-antiproton piles, there should
hinve been an extra unpaired proton.

Presumably the universe started out
with equal amounts of matter and
antimatter before something happened 1o
distoet this symmetry. That's a good thing:
otherwise matter and antimatter would
hivve mutually anndhilated o fll the
urriverse with nothing But a bog of
racdlathon < no raw material to make stan,
phanets or us,

But whit spolled the symmetry? Put

Ak, ly, why s there hi

arvaandd us ratheer than nothing (bat that
Togy? MWobody ko for certain, What we
ey leriovw 9 that ary theory attempting o
explain it st satsty three conditions,
cinlled the Sakharov conditions, The best
eurrent theory 1o explain the world, the
Standard Model of particle physics, falls
woefully short of meeting all of them,

At benst this was the lone until the
authors of an August 2004 preprint paper
pointed out an interesting coiveat,

They showed that one of the conditions
cun be satisfied by the Standard Model
alone, provided some new particle
species helps with the process of making
i,

An unsettling discovery

Losaake snt the warled in a mirrar, Does it look
the same? Apples would still fall and
mocns would eirele planets because
gravity would be unchanged. Protons and
neutrons woild eling o form nuclel

[F—— i

This compastt

e pleced togather by data from mutliphe telescopes s hows o part o the Milky Wy galaxy's central regon, Thi bright white

portion hosts o supeemassive black hode as well as snergetic particle reactions that produce AnEImaties, FUILE DOMAIK

because the strong nuclear force would
be preserved. But atomie nuckel won't
underpgo radivactive fission beeause thi
happens via the weak force. And the weak
fivrce, like o vampine, vinishes in the
mitrrorworkd.

The discovery of this fact {n 1957 wis
profoundly unsettling because it struck at
cherished notions of symmetry in nature,
A pardty teansformution (denoted P) - the
act of swipping left and right - appeared
to elirninate the weik force, But soon
phyndelsts found that F they replaced a
parthele with s antlparticle in the
milrrorworkd, the weak force reappeaned.
‘This action is enlled charge conjugation
(C) It weems the universe didn’t conserve
1 ol © separately but did so when they
happened together. This is called Ci
Ay,

Bt i 1964, American physicists James
Cromin ane Val Fiteh found thit even CF
symmetry I8 viedated. And bt wasn't

wialated all the time — which made it
more nagging. They found thit it was
violated around ence for every thousand
thmes a process involving the weak foree
happened in nature, Nine years liter,
Mikoto Kobayashi and Toshihide
Muskiwa b Japein found thatif there were
it beast three vartants of every quark
speches = with all properties the same
except for the mass — CP symmetry
violation is unavoidabsle. And all fermion
purticles do come in three variunts, 2.k,
peneritlons. For istance, the up quark
huis two other varkants: the charm and top
oquarks, (Around the same time, physicist
mlses fouaned that the strong nuclenr loree -
Fnvolved in fission and fusion - ought to
violate CP symmetry strongly but doesnt.
This is called thie strong CF pushe,)

Now, s soon &s CF symmetry violaition
wans confirmed, the Soviet physicist
Andred Sakbarov realised it's actually an
essentlal conditlon to create o

Standard Model of Elementary Particles
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matter-antimatter asymmetry in the eardy
universe. Unfortunately, the amaourt of CP*
sytmmetry viokition the Standard Model
allowed for (the -1 bn 1,000 rate) proved
insutficient to explain the magnitude of
the asymmetry. This is where the authors
of the August paper hive podnted out a
loophale, Wi have known for some tme
thut processes involving mesons

particles made of quark-antiguark patrs -
violate CP symmetry, which is just how
Cronin and Fitch made thelr discovery,
MNow, Ifa meson could decay to partleles
not eomtained in the Standard Model, the
Imatterantimat ter sy
controlled by the produe
cuantities: the amount of standard CP
vinlation and the fraction of decays into
the nomestandard particles. This fraction
cin't be too large: otherwise we would
have detected the nonstandard particles
In particle colliders.

The study's cancelt, then, 1s to
introduce a mechanism thit ensured this
Fraction was large just in the early
universe buit evalved to a smaller namber
tockiy, This can be done i thie masses of
the new particles vary over thme, which is
prossibbe 1o arrange in quantum
thisory.

Hardwon progress

This mechanism has thus brought one of
the three Sakhiroy conditions within the
reach of the Standard Model five decades
since these conditions came o light.

Thie other two conditions are: () A
Large violation in a type of chirge carried
by partheles, called the baryon number.
For example, protons and neutrons hive
i baryon mumber of L and their
antipartieles earry 2 value of <. (H)
Interactions must oceur out of thermal
couilibrium, meartng thit purtiche
processes in the forward and backward
directions do not oceur at the same rite,

While the Standard Model does not
meet these conditons adequately, the
wintk discussed here serves a8 an
tmpartant step wwards understanding
why matter overwhelmingly dominutes
over antimatter in our universe today,
(Nl Raf s an assistant proj
thearetival physics ai the Centre for High
Energy Mhsics in the Indiam Institete of
Setence, Bengaluru, nrafipitse.acdn)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The storied lives of hormones

NVosudevan Mukunth

k
QUESTION 1

On December 10, 1907, the Brown Dog rlots in Londan sow

[y

QUESTION 4

When a hormone res
and launchies & series of ¢
thee haemyone to reach the cell's

o targed cell, it binds o 8 recoptos
s that allaw a signat bosne by

'%

Flease send in your answers i
selenes@ihilindu.coln

Anawers to December 3 quiz

L Gas resparnsible for Bhopal disaster = Ans: Methyl isocysnate

2 Chamical Ingredient used to manufacture Sevin - Ans: 1-Naphthol

3 Compound France used as o chemical weapon in Warld War | - Ans: Phosgene
|

prorelrermabing facility, What s

o, Property of methyl Bocyanate thst mskes eyes water - Ans: Lachry)

around a thousand medical students clash with police ever

what the students percelved 1o be o threat to thelr ability o
candisct o 0 procedure in which a live animal i
dissected, FIILin the blank,

(9

QUESTION 2

Th Brawn Dog rhoks were o part of the overaching Brown
Dog affalr, which biegan whin two people in the audience
camplained that a dog being dissected {os In Q1) by X didn't
e Bo b dulficlently anaesthatised, Name X who I
credited with the discovery of hormaonis using o such
procadure,

N
QUESTION 3
Hormanies s malecales that ane transmitted acioss a body,
ke missengers, ta regulate physiological changes, Nama the
plant heomons that was abio the fest known gaseoss
harmane usid o contral whan lowers open, whin fralts
ripen, and when |saves ane shed

(4]

L3

the techivical term for this sevies of reactions?

imwihich a harmaone can trangmit it
e It thee aad and acts on ealls),
{ncts on the colls
that secrete i), and Intracrine {acts within a cel| without
axlting), Fill bn the blank

A 2D madel ol the harmons malsamn. Gy saGes

5 Substance sdded to methyl acyanate leading 1 disaite - Ans Wat
Wisual 8TP{Churyumov-Gerasimenks

Flrst contact:

KoM Wiwwanathar | Jase Joji | Sharkas Priyaveat | Basavana) Metl | Anmol Agrawal
Andwers to Decembr 8 gulz:

1. ear whir WHO embraced primary healthcare a the badls of univenal core -
Ana: 1978

2. Yenr wihven British Matlanal Health Servico was launched - Ans: 1048

3. WS presldent who tried twice to establish undversal care - Ans: Franklin D,
Roosevelt

A US medical insurance schimes - Ans: Medicare, Medicald, TRICARE,
Children's Health Insurance Program.

5. Second component of Ayushman Dhaat scheme - Ans: PMOAY

Wisial Launched Affordable Care Act (a8, Obamacare)|

Flrst contact:

Firat contact: KN, Viswanathon | Basovara) Metl | Jose Jojl

i i three-quarters of the work s Lind
eaperenced drier conditions fiom 1970 ta 2020
than the presiais Ehrty-year perad A

UN talks in
Rivadh keep
focus on land
degradation

Assoclated Press

Much af the earth's linds are drying out
and damaging the ability of plant and
antmal life to survive, according toa
Unidted Nathons report rebeased Monday at
tatlles where countries are working to
ackdrens the problem,

The report was released at the UN
summit in Riyadh, Saodi Arabia, on
combating desertihcation - oncefertile
Liiriels turrdng bt deserts because of
hiotter temperatures from human-caused
climate change, lack of water and
deforestition. It fownd that more ¢
three-quarters of the world's land
experienced drier conditions from 1970 1o
2020 than the previous thirtyyear period.

“The drler cllmites now affecting vist
linedn across the globe will not return to
how they were,” sald [hrahim Thiaw, chief
of the Unitied Natkons Comvention to
Combut Desertificatbon (UNCCD), which is
facilitating the Rivaclh talks, “This change
s redefirdng life on earth.”

At the talks, which started kst week
ancl are set to end on Friday, nations are
dlbsevssing how better they can help the
world deal with droughts - a more urgent
lnck of water aver shorter periods - and
the more permanent problem of

degrading lind,
U ggleabal waremingg trends continue,
nearly five billlon people - including in

miost of Europe, parts of the western LS,

Brawedl, eantern Astis and central Africs
will be affected by the drying by the end
of the century, up lrorm i quarter of the
world's population today, the report
warned, UNCCDYs chief scientist Barron
Orr warned drier kind could kead to
“potentially catastrophie impacts
affiecting access to water thit could push
peophe and anture oven choser to
disstronus Hppimg polnts,” where humarns
are no longer able to reverse damaging
effiects of climate chunge,

Serglo Vieente-Serrano, one of the head
athars of the report, sald thit s the
atmosphere heits up because the buarming
ol coul, ol and gas spews plinet-warming
enmdsaions, it beads to more evaporation
on the ground. That makes water less
avadlable for humany, plants and animals,
making it harder to survive,

Farming is particulardy at risk, with
drier land being less productive and
Tnirting both ylelds and the avallability of
food For livestock, the report said, That
can leach b food insecurity for
commiithes worldwide.

Arkdity also leads to more migration,
because erratic rainfall, degrading land
and frequent witer shortages make i
harder for reghons or nations to develop
voonomically, the report said. 1t sadd the
trend 1= especially notleeable @n some of
the world's driest areas such as southern
e, the Micdle East and North Africa
and sowthern Asia, Negotators In Rivadh
are malnly discussing how best the work]
can respond to mone frequent and
carnaging droughts,

Jes Welgeht, of European climate
thinktunk TMG, sadd it's still a sticking
point because countries can't agree on
whether rich nutlons sheuld be forking
onit funeks for drought responses around
the world. Any money pledged woubd go
tenwirls better forecasting und
monltortng systems us well as creating
reser anel other wirte
srUctures,

Far feedback and suggestions
for ‘Sclence’, plaase write 1o
aclence@thehindu.ca,ln with the
aulbjict ‘Dally page’
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Indians need the right to disconnect

oon after death of an EY
employee in September,
allegedly due to work
pressure, MP Shashi
Tharoor hacl suid that he would
raise the issue in Parliament. He
sadd that "inhemanity ot the
workplace must be legislated out
ol existence.” A recont report by
The Hinda reveals that Indinn
worren in profesdenal jobs, such
s aseliting, Indormatien
Techmobogy, and midia, work
more than 55 boirs 4 week. The
wiirking hiours vary for those who
belong to the marginalised
sections of soclety and work In ihe
unorgnised seetor, According ton
study by ADP Research Instiiute,
49% of Indian workers said
workplace stress negatively
impacts their mentil health, As
French palitician Benolt Hamon
said, "Employees physically leme
the office, bat they do not leave
theldr work, They remabn atached
Ty a kind of ebectronic leash like 4
dlogg. The text, the messuges, the
ermindls cobondse the lie of the
individual to the point where he
ar she eventually breaks down®,

Right to disconnect laws

Such traghe incldints, research,
and statements highlight how the
Flght to disconneet i an bnportint
right. Tt allows employees 1o
diseannect from thelr employer
outside of working hours. The
Labsour Chamber of the French
Supreme Court ruled in 2001 that
an employee s under no
abligation o work from home or
ke home files and working tools,
This deciston was subsequently
confirmed by the Cour de
Cassatbon (the highest court in the
French judiclary), which said,
“The fact that [the employee) was
not reichable on his cell phone
outsidhe working hours cannot be
comsidered as o misconduct”,
Portugal has a Right o Diseonnect
lw, whtich mudees it llegal for
emiployers to contict employees
otitsidie working Do, except n
emnergencles. Similarly, according
ey Artiele 88 of the Organle Law
/A8 on the Protection of
Prersomal Dita and Guarantee of

BRujush Ranjun

Lawyer and
researcher and farmer
€0- corvenar,
Canstitutional law
Sochely, Natianal Law
University, Jodhpur

India must
recognise th
the dght 1o
disconnect will
Inerease
prroduetiviey and
ensure the
owverall groweh
and well-belng
ol emplovees
and employers

Driggital Rights in .‘Tuln. “Public
workers amd employees shall hive
the right to switch off devices in
order to guarantes thit, outside of
legal or conventionally established
working hours, their time off,
Teavee and hollchinys are respected,
in additbon to their personal and
Family privacy, with the aim of

and discipbine, a superior officer
cannat be left 1o enjoy extreme
liberty to malee thee intense
humiliation and soolding
Inhumanly In front of all the
subsardinate safl members for a
litthe: lapse.” Despite the clear
recognition of the right w dignity
at the workplace and a dinection

promoting o good work-llie for employers to be sensithve
Balanee". This year, the Australian | towseds mental health concerns,
hrllumm: s the Falr Work sl alses laws that fix

L whiteh e bility i the ease of
,.;.uvr winplbayees the elght to brienekiig working hours,
dliweontect from work outside of voliting dignity is unfortusitely
working hours. Ireland has also common in Indlan workplaces.
recognised the right to disconnect
For emplovees, Prolonged working hours

In 2008, MP Supriya Sule

Where does India stand? introduced a Private Member Bill
Tnlin does not have specific laws in the Lok Sabha, which
recognising the right to disconmect | delineated the rght o disconnect

From work., However, the
Congtitution, the Directive
Principles of State Policy, and
witrious judicial pronouncements
hawe spiaken of the right to work in
aeonducive and healthy
environment, Article 38 of the
Comutitution mandites that “the
State shall strive to promote the
wellare of the people”. Artele
A0¢e) of the Directive Principles of
State Policy directs the state to
direet s policy mwirds securing
thiae strergth and hesilth of s
workers. The Supreme Court, in
Vishakha v State of Rajaxthan
(19973, ruled that sexual
harassment at the workplace
wlalates fundamental rights,
recognised the right to dignity at
the workplace, and iss

puidedines 1o ensure thit there s a
s working environment for
women and gender equality, In

From waork after working howrs,
The bill included the provision of o
peraley of 1% of the ol
renumeration of all employees to
e paid by companies for
neneomplinee with s
provisions.

However, in recent years, there
has been no significant qul:lu'rhn.-
wlfort o i

STATE OF PLAY

sanyassinidar. it el ol
T Bharathya Janata Party
(B government as:
cended o power with the pro-
mise of transforming Odisha's
fage, which has long been
assoclited with poverty and
backwardness. During  the
election campadgn earller this
year, the party hid accused
former Chiel Minister Naveen
Parnaik of failing to uplift a
Large secthon of population Hyv

ing below the poverty line.
Some events in the State in
recent months show that pro-
mises are easier made thin
mplemented, In November,
three women died after con-
suming gruel made of mango
kernel, a tracitonal food pre
served by ribal communities
for tmes of food scarcity, In
A | cliserict. T thae ke

he Moban Majhi-led

right to disconnect from work
aiitsiche working hours of to
Imjieme i dluty on o 1 b
mtndiul of employee well belng
and wvold overworking them.
Research by Harwerd Business
Review shows that working
prodonped hours causes stress,
coronary heart diseases, and
Impacts overall health, Contrary o
the widespread bellef that
enverworked human belngs bring
In productivity, research by the
unlm:yufmiml in

irnddre Kumier Dlvariwal and Ors
v, Urinr af Indfa (2021), the Court
vead Article 14 to inchde ideas of
Inclustve ecuality to reasonably
accommodite persons with
clisarbilivies. justice DY
Chancrachd suded that on
employer must consider un
ettipiloyees individisal differenees
aned enpabilities. In Pravess
Pradharn v, State of Uttaranchal
(2002, the High Court of
Uttarakhiund hebkd that “under the
pretext of sdminkstrative control

lom with British
smdtinational telecorrs firem BT
fonned o conclusive link between
happiness and productivity,
Therefore, emiployers need 1o ke
Into account paychoelogical facton
while dealing with employees, In
tn mmuarch towards beeoming the
third lakgest sconaimny by 2000,
Lriedlar imiist pecognise that the right
o diseonnect will Increase
productivity and ensure the
wroswth and well-belng of both
employees and employers.

month or so, four women
have sold thedr newhorms, wn-
sl to provide for thee amid
neule poverty, These are stirk
examples of why Ocdisha ks of-
ten clied a8 an underdeve-
loped State and remind the
new government of the chal-
beryges that le ahead,

These incidints have been
reported dn the past oo, In
2001, in Rayagada district, 24
tribal people had died after
wirting gruel made of mango
kernel In the 19808, Ocdisha
hiel  grabbed  International
headlines when o wornan in
Kalahandi diserice sold her i4-
year-old sisterdndaw o buy
food, signalling the  State's
deep-rosted poverty.

Simee the oath-aking cere-
iy on Jume 12, the new 1P
povernment has fullilled four
major poll promises: nidatlng
paymient of 30,000 w every
wormin between the ages of 21
and 60, increasing the mini-

Frair suipport price for paddy
e E,100, opening all the four
doors of the Shree Jagannath
Temple in Puri, and increas:
Ing the monthly pensions w
thie elderly and to the disabled
ton T3000, This iy largely be-
cittse tha new government en-
Jenys thee Bancial eeans to ful-
fil its promises, Over the past
24 years, Odishas financial
health has undergone a re-
markable transformation: the
State his shifted from a reve
nue-deficit economy to i reve:
mugsurplus one, driven by
prudent Ascal management
anel substantial revenue from
It rhch minieral resources.

Hewever, the deaths of the
wiatien and the sale of the b
bl enuised embarmssment to
the party. The BIP blamed ihe
Biju Jamuta Dal (BJD), which
wak in power for 24 years, for
alleged  misgovernance.  Ho-
wever, Opposition parties hit
barcle at the BIP, arguing that s
clabms of bekng new to govern
MF Oulishia canmot ahsolve it of
all responsibiliy, Mr. Patnalk
stated that his government's
elforts of providing food o the
tribial communities had been
rendered futlle, as the “EIF go-
vernment had abrupthy halted
subidised rice supplies for tri-
bl communities”,

The BT has alse not been
able to des mueh to ekl al
legeel eorruption. Durlng the
election campalin, the saffron
party had talled about deep-
rooted corruption in the BID
povernment. In his recent
statements during the winter

An onerous task in Odisha

sesshon of the Stite As-
sermibly, the Odisha Chiel
Mindster slammed the pre-
vious  government  saying

Jobs were provided bn liew of
bribes,  Six  months  have
passed since the party came to
power, but the new govern:
ment haw e ordered an in-
vestigation [nto any of the cor-
Fuption cases thal the B had
highlighted. On the contrary,
two Indbin Police Service affic-
wers who were nceused of med-
dling in the Assembly elec
thons on behalf of thi: B0 were
awiltly relnstated. Political ob-
servers point out that this
shows luck of decisiveness on
piart of the new governiment,

There has also been no sig-
nlficant shake-up in the bu-
renueracy, which would help
the BJP move away from the
povernance model of the pre-
vious HJD government,

The BIP government faces
art uphitl task in improving
muany key Indices, The latest
repert of the Compraller and
Auditor General of India states
that the overall vaeaney of
wpecialist doctors in the Stite
was 49N and 40% for medleal
officers as of March 2022, In
the case of stall nurses and
nursing officers, 10% posts
were vicant, The human re-
sourees wvallable in hospitals
acrons the State did not meet
the Indlan Puldic Health Stan-
dards, The doctor to populi-
tion ratho was 12,622 against
the World Health Organiza-
thon requirement of 111,000,

Steering o government an
the puth of development is far
more ditficult than shouting
sbogans from the gallery. The
HIP government Faces the diffi
eult task of overturming Odish-
a's unfortunate leguey of po-
verty, unetiplovinent, and
terrible publie nfrstricore.
It bs Imiportant that it stays fo-
cused on ensuring steady and
vifective governance In the
State,

India used 114 mgoj antibiotics for every kg of meat in 2020

or husmandty, antlbslotles ane
F i higge Blessing, Antibiotes

have saved millions of Hves
fram bacterial infections, Howey
er, there is growing concern that
these bacteria will become resis:
wang o the drugs we use against
them,

When we think about antimi-
erobial resistance, we often focus
on whit drugs bumins tike, We
mlgght mot even consider the use of
antiblatics in Bvestock, but they al:
w0 pose a threat,

In fact, much more antibiotes
are given to livestock than to ho
muns. Researchers previously estl:
it thit, fothe 20008, around
0% of antiblotles used globally
were glven to farm andmals, While
there hasn't been an update of
these fgures in the last few years,
it Hkely that more antibotics are
stfll s bn Bvestock than bumans.

Overusing antibloties In Hves:
tock inereases the risk of disease in
anbmals and humans in several
wiys. First, antibiotics are often
used as a cheap substitute for basic
antmal welfare practices, such as
giving animals  enough  space,
keeping thelr Iving environments
chean, anel ensuring that barns ane
wellventilited. A Gllure (0 maln:
tadn hygienic conditions on farms
Increases the risk of disease for
both lvestock and hurmans,

Second, the overuse of antibiot
fes can also nerease the risk of
buicteria that are resistint to treat
mvirnit, That threatens the health of
the antmals but can also be a risk
foor huarmams for crossover diseases.

Finally, humars can be exposed
to resistant pathogens by eating
contaminated meat and  dairy
products.

e of the key challenges in un-
derstanding the extent and risks of
antibiotic reskstance in lvestock is
the lack of eransparent data shar
g from countries, O course,

il

c gy the tosal amount of an-
tbdeties given to cows, sheep, plgs,
and chickens would be unfair,
Conwn are bigger than chickens, so
wie wonilid expeet them o need
e antibiotics for the sime m-
pact. So, researchers compare an-
tbslotic use in units adjusted for
the size of anfmals - usually ns the
mumber of milligrams wed per ki-
logrwmme of meat product.

Chickens tend to receive the
Jeast antibiotics. You can see this
in Chart 1: they receive about se-
ven times less than sheep and five
times less than plgs, Cows also re-
celve bess thim pigs and sheep,

Antibiothc use s measured in
miblligrams per kg of animal pro-
duct, Sheep have the highest usage
at 243 my, followed by pigs at 173
g, cattle at 60 my, and chickens
at 35 myg.

One of the reasons why anti
Blothes are used In bower quantitiey
it elilekens |s that they are killed m
a misch yo g, Fastgrowing
breeds reach  thelr  “slighier
welght" at around 42 days, so they
are often slavghtered when they
are fust 40 to 50 days old. Sinee
their lifespan ks shorter, they con.
sume fewer antibloties, Plgs are
usually skgghtered when they are
around five tosix months. The fact
that intensive Hvestock get far
more antibdoties  than  animals
rabsed outdoors is one reason why
cows tend to get less antibiotics
than plgs.

OF course, the exact amount of
antibloties  given  varies  across
countries. Reseanchers Ranya Mul-
chundant and colleagues estimat-
ed antibiotic use across the world
Bl o thie biest wvailabsle duia, as
well as extrapolatons for those
countries that don't release data,

Map 2 shows antibiotc usage In
Ivestock per kg of meat In 2020,
Aski, Oeeanta, and most of the
Amercas use u bot of antiblotes.
Europe and Africa, in blue, tend to
use bess than 50 my per kg, For in-
stince, India used 14 mg of ant-
bibotics in livestock per kg of meat
I 200, compared to 4 myg in Nor-
wily = 30 thmes less, OF the 190

countries for which the data was
collected, India ranked 30th in
terms af antiblotic wsage I and
wruals. There are g Tew reasons why
these differences are so large.

The first one bs atfordabsitiey and
access: Firmers fn Alrlea, for ex
ample, have less access, just like
they have bess nccess to other
farming Inputs, such as fertilbzers,

Another reason is the differenc.
es In regulatory and  incustry
morms regacding antiblotic use,
Antibrotic use has dropped signifi-
cantly in Europe, parthy due o reg-
uibition.

Fimally, the most popular ty pes
of lvestock mike o ditference. As
we saw earlier, sheep and pigs
ten to receive far mone antibiotics
than cartle or chickens, even after
adjusting for their siee.  That
means countries that raise many
phes would tend to use more anti-
Blatics, More thin hall of Thai
lnel's meat supply I bn the form ol
kg rrneit. D Chir, 18 18 twio-thieds.
That"s more than the global aver-
ape of ane-third.

Some countries have reduced

quﬂllﬂ' fhbathes can
phay an important rode in prevent
iy disease and llness in animals.
This is mo different from humans.
So, removing them completely ks
mot necessarily the best option,

The key is to use them more ef-
fectively: changing lnrming prie:

swallow

Tha charts are

oed from

rige amoants of
antiblotles are used
In lhvistock, but
sevaral countries
have shawen this

published anline at
OurWorldinData,ong

Chart 1 The chart com pares antibiotic use on llwessock, In units ad]usted for the
it of anlmals = nismber of milignms used per Kilogramme ol mest prodact

Map 2:The map shows antiblote usago in lvestock pes Inllnlram of rraat across

Eriies I 2000, This b

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Whe 2@ Windn.

FIFTY YEARS AGD FROM THE DECEMBER 9,
1974 EDITION AS THERE WAS NO EDITION ON
DECEMBER 10, 1974

Thant laid to rest in
mausoleum built by students

Hangoan, Dee, B: The body of U Thant, former
LLN. Secretary General, was bured this
afternoan at o shte chosen by students In
definnce of his relathves who wanted bm burked
elsewhere in the clty.

U Thant, whao died of cancer in New York on
Nevember 26 at the age of 65, was lakd to restin
a hastiby-construeted mausoleum near the
former Students Union Building, demolished
during student riots fn 19462,

Eanrlier in the mormings, the body, daped ina
LM, (g, wis taken from the convocation hall in
a processbon of manks and sudets to the burdal
site, Whitle people shuffled past the coffin,
placed on a specially erected dals topped by
golden umbrellas, the students decided by voice
vote to go ahead with their buriad plans,

In a final mark of respect the students
obsservied o midiite's stlence and then ralsed the
coftin over thelr heads for the mourners to see
umibel shouts of "vietary, vietory”.

While the body was belng buried, thousands
of Burmese hid lined another funeral route toa
masobeum which the Burmese leacer's
reatives hud budlt near the Shedagon Pagoda,
thee country's most sacred Buddhist shrine, in
the heart of Ra

The mausaleum, l:ulll by the relatives with
the help of the Burmese authorities, les beside
thee bovmib of Burmi's grand old man of politics,
Thakin Kodaw Hrmaing.

The stuclents hid sefzed U Thants body an

tices o reduce [
where it's In excess or using antl
biotics in smaller quantities when
it s needed. Many antibiotios given
tocky are not used to prevent dis-
wase but to promote growth and
produce maear more efficiently.

W know countrios can redice
antiblotie use while maintaining
healiby Hvestock sectors because
wome  countries  hove  already
achleved rapld reductions, Bet-
wieent 2001 and 2022, sles of vete-
rinary antiblotics fell by more than
half across several Evropean coun:
tries, The use of antibiotics consi-
dlored eriteally important in b
man medicine also fell by half,
with some specific drugs falling by
AN e END.
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d specien Thursday in front of 50,000 mowrners, shortly
before it wis due to be burled ot a public
ceremaony because they warnted a more fitting

Tuneral and a special muasoleum in his honour.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD OECEMBER 10, 1924
The Amrit Mahal cattle

T wins From a Palegar congueror thit Tippu
Sultian obtatned the Amrit Mabal breed of cattle
In Mysore, and that warrlor prince malntalned
thee purity of the breed with the greatest care rill
Seringapatanam surrendened to the British, The
caftle in Mysore were so excellent that the
British military authorkties were not altogether
obalivioass of the breed ﬁ:rImmqlder
canmons and stores over difficult country,

o o
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may decide
sim in India

d?eua! Bench of the Supreme Court of In-
A 5, hieaded by Chief Justice of India San-
jiv Khanna, will begin hearing on Decem-
ber 12 3 batch of petitions that guestion the
validity of the Places of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, o law that freezes the status of
places of worship in the country as on the day of
its independence and bars suits that seek o alter
such status, 1t is no exaggerstion tosay these peti-
tioms pose a virulent challenge to the survival of
secularism. The outcome may well decide the
trajectory of communal relations and the future
of secular thought in the country, The 1991 Act
does have some exermptions: it did not apply to
what was then the Babri Ma Rarn Janmabhoo-
mi dispute, which ended in favour of the Ram
temple. Nor does it apply to monuments, sites
and remains covered by the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958,
1t will also not apply to any suit that has been fi-
nally settled or disposed of, any dispute that has
been settled by the parties before the 1991 Act
came into force, or to the conversion of any place
that took place by acquiescence. The challenge
has come in the backdrop of 4 renewed attempt
t.hroug!! mativated litigation by same Hindu or-
and d to target such
as the Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi, the Shahi 1d-
gah mosque in Mathura and the Shahi Jama Mas-
jid in Sambhal, among others. Any order that
strikes down or dilutes the 1991 law is likely to
have a malign influence on these proceedings.
The petitions highlight the demalition of tem-
ples by invaders in the past and contend that ma-
ny mosgues have been built on their reins. The
Places of Worship Act, they claim, legalises such
depredations, and also vielates the right of Hin-
dus and other communities to reclaim their plac-
s of worship through legal proceedings, It also
violates the right to practise and propagate reli-
gion and manage and administer places of wor-
ship. Ironically, they also contend that the Act
g against the principle of secularism, which
would surely stand to be undermined if their at-
to reclaim these sites succeed. Fortunate-
Iy, there are some clearly established principles
in favour of the Act. Inits Avodhya judgment, a
five-member BEI‘JEh uhselw.-d that the law “im-
poses a non-derog ks enforc-
gz our i larism®™, Tt also called
it a *legislative intervention that preserves non-
retrogression as an essential feature of our secu-
lar values™. For the present, it does not seem like-
Iy that the Court will depart from the Constitu-
tion's secular vision and Parliament's mandate
against misusing judicial fora to remedy histori-
cal wrongs.

Paradigm shift
ia needs to be free of i i
ssures and religious

he regime of Bashar al-Assad has fallen in
Syria. The Islamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS}, a former arm of al-Queda that had
rebranded itself, is now the most powerful force
in the country. Berween a secular dictatorship
that collapsed like a howse of cards and a surging
group of militants with a menacing recent past
lies the present and future of 23.5 million Syrians.
Eight years ago, Mr. Assad seemed to be winning
the civil war. He had recaptured maost of the lost
territories, with help from Russia, Iran and Hez-
bollah. A tense calm prevailed as militants holed
themselves up in the tiny northwestern region of
Idkib. In the southeast, the Kurds enjoyed limited
awtonomy, but bought peace with Damascus. Sy-
ria was readmitted into the Arab League. Gulf
monarchs, who once funded the anti-Assad mili-
tancy, embraced him. But his victory was hollow,
as he relied on external allies for security, His ar-
mry, which fought years of civil war, was in bad
shape, Under crippling U.S. sanctions, the go-
vernment’s finances were in a shambles. The
country never recovered from the scars of the c-
vil war. To tackle dissent, the regime turned up
repression, widening the social schisms.
Herwever, what made Mr. Assad's dramatic fall
on December & possible were factors beyond his
direct control. After the lsrael-Hamas war broke
out in 2023, Israel has carried out air strikes in Sy-
ria, which weakened its armed forces. Israel's
war against Hezbollah substantially lmited the
Lebanese outht's ability to continue to help Mr.
Assad. Iran, which lost officers in Syria, also took
a step back, while Russia has been presceupied
with the Ukraine war. The weakening and dis-
traction of the alliance provided the HTS, backed
by Tiirkive, a golden opportunity. And it took just
12 days for the HTS, and other militias, to reach
Damascus as the regime army mebted away. With
Mr. Assad gone, Syria has an opportunity to build
a new futare., But the key actors of change are far
from promising. The HTS wants to turn Syria, a
diverse country with Sunnis, Alawites, Chris-
tiwns, Shias and Druze, into an Islamic state. The
Syriun National Army, a sidekick of the HTS, isa
Turkish provy. In the south, there are numerous
Incal militias. It is to be seen whether the winners
of the civil war are going to unite under a national
flag or, as in the case of the post-Communist Al
ghanistan or post-Qadhafi Libya, going to start a
new ane. A desirable auteome wiuld be the esta
blishment of a transition government, a disarm-
ing of the militiss and the laying of the founda-
tions of an inclusive new repubiu: But given
Syria's tumultuous history, societal fisseres, and
the idenlogical and programmatic characteristics
of the militias, a likelier outcome would be more
chaos and instability, That is the tragedy of Syria.
X

Under Trump 2.0, the world and the India outlook

onfirming the adage that the victor

takes all, the stunning victory achieved

by Domnald Trump in the 2024 United

States presidential election has
transformed perceptions of him across the globe.
There is many a reference to him being the maost
consequential American President since Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, and of defining & new political
era for America and the world. Similar hyperbolic
statements have been made to the effect that
following his latest victory, ‘the world lies at
Trump's feet’.

President-elect Trumy is an enigma, and may
remain so even after he takes office. Whether he
wonikd fit the description of being an iconoclast
remains o be seen, but he is known o challenge
‘cherished beliefs or venerated istintions on
grounds that they are ermoneous or permicious’.
Having also taken control of hoth the House of
Representatives and the Senate, the incoming
President seems unstoppahl

With few restraints re: ing, speculation is
rife about what he may do, including whether he
could strike i deal with Russian President
Viadimir Putin, over Ukraine, impose still greater
Tuardens on [ran to bring down the temperture
in West Asia, and find ways and means to rein in
Israel.

What the foreign policy outlook might be

It appeears almest certain that Me. Trump's foreign
policy priorities would be Europe, West Asia and
China, Mr, Trump has been openly critical of the
Narth Atlantic Treaty Organization, and even
more 50 of Europe’s pusillanimons attitude o
defence issues, but this does not mean that he
will be ready o sacrifice Ukraine to ensure peace
in Europe. His approach is also unlikely to be
transactional in mature and, hence, giving up on
Ukraine for ensuring peace in Europe appears
highly unlikely, Mr. Trump would, however,
expect Europe to contribute far more wwards its
defence, but is again unkikely to raise the stakes
still higher, tm avoid Ukraine turning into a
conflict that implicitly takes on the character of a
third world war.

The incoming President’s approach tw the West
Asia crisis is likely to be still more circumspect,
notwithstanding speculation to the contrary.
While both Ukraine President
Zelenskyy and Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyihu have sought to ingratiste themselves
with him, Mr. Trump is unikely to be taken in by
such manoeuvres. Anyone who is Familiar with
Mr. Trimp's thinking and his family business
dealings, would know what his priorities are
likcely to be and where they lie. On what specific
terms Mr. Trump would agree to a modus vivendi

[ 2 i
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There Is every
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President-elect
Donald Trump
would be
inclined to view
India more
Favourably

than others

in West Asia is still in the realm of speculation,
but profongation of the contlict on lsmeel’s terms
appears highly unlilely,

There is much greater certainty in what Mr.
Trump's approach and attitude towsrds China
would be. China heads the kst of Mr. Trump's
‘enemies’, followed by North Korea and Iran,
with Russia bringing wp the rear. It is certain thar
a8 President, Mr, Trump would raise the stakes as
far as China is concerned on economic and trade
izsues, including tighter export controls, and
raising tariffs on Chinese exports to
unprececented heights, He is, however, likely to
avoid any rash actions, conscinus of the fact that
China’s Peoples' Liberation Army has been
steadily preparing to confront the UL, for quite
some time and cannot be easily trifled with, The
.5, is also aware that Ching is known o possess
the world's largest hypersonic arsenal, having
missiles that can fly and manoewvte at more than
five times the speed of sound. China may be Mr,
Trump's enemy numbser one, but this is no
reason to think that he would resort (o any rash
moves, that may well bead o a wider
condlagration.

Taiwan would remain a potential flash point.
Nevertheless, like Sumo wresters, the LS, under
Mr. Trump and China under President Xi finping
ane more likely to test the ground reality, before
embarking on a conflict that will not stop with
Taiwan, the Pacific region or East Asia. Existing
115, alliances with nations in Asia and Australasia
ane certain 1o be strengthened, and already
established links with Australia, Japan and South
Korea woubd be further intensified. Yer, as
President, Mr. Trump is unlikely to act as a
guarantor of peace across the region, and one to
be paid fior by the U.5. exchequer.
Motwithstanding the impatience that he displays
at present, there will be certain limits as far as his
actions as President are concerned,

Ties with New Delhi
Among the more important countries across the
world, there is every reason to believe that Mr.
Trump would be inclined to view India more
favourably than others. There are several reasons
for this. The personality of Mr. Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, are in many ways not
dissimilar; both demonstrate a o nonsense’
approach to issues and problems and also appear
to see them through a common prism, Both ane
powerful leaders who do not allow their political
aides and others to change or alter the trajectory
of their beliefs under any circumstances, Their
dislike for China is visceral, and people in India
are not likely to forget that in the wake of the
Galwan incident in June 2020 {in which India lost

20 soldiers), Mr. Trump as LS. Presicdent at the
time appeared to support Indis.

Capping the relationship between Mr, Trump,
then President, and Mr. Modi was the ‘Namaste
Trump' event (in February 2000} in Ahmedabad,
The event which attracted over a lakh of people
was, perhaps, the largest gathering for 3 foregn
leader visiting India. On this occasion, Mr. Modi
b hailed Mr, Trump as a ‘troe friend of Indis’
and a leader who was reshaping geopolitics.

Diuring Mr. Trimp's previous tenure, both he
and Mr, Modi seermed to arrive at a common
understanding on issues and concerns affecting
the Asin-Pacifie region, Little has changed since, If
anything, the emphasis on cooperation between
the two countries in defence, trade and
counterderrorism has only increased. On his
E:n'iuus wisit to India as President, Mr, Trump

d made a spedific mention of the §3 billion
military deal that existed between the two
couniries,

As incoming President, Mr. Trump is certain to
bee gratified that one of his first acts would be o
sign a §1.17 billion deal for equipping MH-G0R
helicopters. He would also be happy that India
has firmed up its relationship with the Quad
(comprising Australia, Japan, the US. and Inclia),
which is perceived as an anti-China alliance, even
though India does not per se share the view that
it is & security alliance,

Mr. Trump, has also endeared himself to many
Indians and the Indian establishment by making
common canse with ndia over the plight of the
Hindu minority in Bangladesh, who are facinga.
great deal of hostility from sectarian Islamic
entities in that country, and who had forced
former Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
o flee the country. This has further helped build
an atmosphere of cordiality and friendship which
will stand the rwo countries in good stead,

The role of technology

On the economic plane, India enjoys a slight
advantage in terms of balance of payments, but
this is nothing compared with what exists today
between China and the U5, In the case of

LS. India relations, technology is certain to be a
cementing rather than a divisive factor. Silicon
Valley, which has a sizeabbe contingent of Indian
tech entrepreneurs, could well serve as a
vanguard to cement the relationship, quite
contrary to the case of China, If innovation and
dynamism is expected to be the halimark of the
new Trump Administration — with Elon Musk and
others driving it — then the U5, -India
technological relationship is well set to approach
the take-off point. India-U.S, relations will follow
suit.

In energy-dependent world, the issue of food security +

achieving ghobal stability, but

tackling these issues
de]anrJt!ntiy is no longer sufficient,” warmns the
World Bank in its latest report on climate and
development. The intertwined crises of focd and
energy security are defining the trajectory of the
2ist century, casting a bong shadow over global
stability. Both systems are under siege - food
production is strained by climate change,
population growth, and inequality, while energy
systems face geopalitical tensions, outdated
infrastructure, and the slow transition from fossil
fusels. Yet, their mterconnectedness presents an
even greater challenge: agriculiere, a lifeline for
humanity, is both a significant energy consumer
and a contributor to climate change, As the world
teeters on the edge of mubtipbe tipping points, can
we truly address one without confronting the
other?

“ ddressing food insecurity and
A energy poverty is central o

Dependency on carbon-intensive energy
Agriculture consumes nearly 70% nﬁ,]Dhal
freshwater resources zlu:l |smspumi:|lc for over
20% of gr Its ok -
on fossil fisels - h'erm:Ilnmsdtlan irrigation,
fertilizer production, and transportation —has
created a vicious cycle of environmental
degradation. This reliance also exposes food
systems to energy price shocks, threatening
global stability. Rising temperatures and ermatic
weather patterns further disrupt agricultural
output, putting the livelihoods of 2.5 billion
people at risk. Berween 2020 and 2023, nearly
11.8% of the global population faced severe food
insecurity, » Apure projected o rise to 956 million
by 2028,

Renewsble energy investments reached 3500
billion in 2022, but fossil feel consumption
remains robust due to short-term economic and
m-cp-ul.il.imlliir\mlmi. Nations such as the United
Stastes, Brazil, and Guyana continue to expand oil
and gas production, prioritising exports and
domestic energy security. This ongoing
dependency on carbon-intensive e
exacerbates the valnerahility of global food
systems, particularty in regions with limited

assodiated with the
UK Trade Policy
a ¥ (UKTRO),

access to reliable energy, Energy poverty reveals
sharp global inequities. Low-income countries
account for a small fraction of global energy
demand but suffer disproportionately from
supply disruptions. Extreme weather events
frequently damage energy infrastructure in
regions where power grids are already unreliahle,
In rural areas, energy deficits hinder agriculiural
prmd.ucﬁvit) leading to higher food prices and

University af Sussex

g4 .l

Amit Mitra

with the Natianal
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Econamic Research,
New Delhi

There s a need
o relmagine
agriculiure, with
the twin crises
of food and
CIETEY
Insecurity set o
challenge
glohal priorites

mwerty. In sub-Sah; Africa,
per-hectare fertilizer usage remains far helaw the
global average, contributing o food insecurity
despite £1.9 billion spent on fertilizer imports by
thee tog 10 African importing countries in 2021 —
more than double the amount in 2006,

Agricubture’s reliance on fossil fuels further
highlights its vulnerability. Natural gas, critical for
fertilizer production, is both a feedstock and an
energy source, with 0% of it used for ammonia
synthesis and 20% powering the process.
Vaolatility in natural gas prices directly impacts
fertilizer casts and global food prices.
Geapolitical actions, such as China's 2021 ban on
phosphate fertilizer exparts, disrupt agriculiural
supply chains. India, which imports 60% of its
diammonium phosphate (AP fertilizers,
experienced significant delays during critical
Ccropping seasons, exposing its vainerability to
external shocks.

Renewable energy offers a glimmer of hope,
but its deployment remaing uneven. High-income
countries instalbed 3% of new renewable
capacity in 2022, leaving low-income nations
reliant om outdated, carbon-intensive systems,
While solar-powered irrigation and biomass
energy solutions could transform agriculture,
high costs and insdeguate infrastrscture limit
their reach. The transition risks bypassing those
who need it most.

Demands on agriculture
Meanwhile, agriculture is being inc ingl

where nearly 12% of the po:pulauun faces hunger,
is priorifising energy over food morally
defensible? The financial costs of addressing food
and energy insecurity are substantial yet
achievable. The World Food Security Dutlook
estimates that ensuring basic caloric needs for the
world's most vulnerable populations will requine
580 hillion annually until 2080, Tackling
malnutrition amaong women and children
demands an additional $11 billion per year, while
transforming global food systems could cost $300
billion-$400 billion annually — just 005% of global
GDP. However, for low-income nations, these
costs are staggering, with food insecurity
expenses in some cases surpassing 95% of GDT.

The implications of inaction are dire. Food
insecurity is projected to cost the global e
trillions in lost productivity and adverse health
putcomes, Climateinduced energy disruptions
threaten to destubilise entire regions, driving
social unrest and mass migration. For example,
Africa’s mineral wealth, essential for renewable
technodogies, is often extracted without
benefiting local economies, perpetuating cycles
of poverty and underdevelopment.

Need for inclusivity

Du'pute record investments in renewables, fossil
fusel expansions continue unahused i:‘\'\zr) delay
CEmp Is the human, and
economic casts, narrowing opportunities for a
resilient future. (lean energy solutions must
address structural barriers to inclusivity, ensuring
that the most vulnerable communities are not left
bechind.

Ultimately, the twin crises of food and energy
insecurity challenge global priorities. The
solutions are within reach, but they require a
fundamental shift in perspective. Agriculiure
must be reimagined as both a source of
sustenance and a cormerstone of sustainable
t. Failure to act will create the risk of

burdened with competing demands. Beyond
feeding a growing populstion, it is expected to
support the global energy transition by producing
biofuels. This dual role often pits food security
against energy needs, as biofuel production
requires vast land and water resources. Ina world

pushing millions into bunger and undermining
global climate goals. As the clock ticks, the
guestion remains: will thie world rise to meet the
mament?

Hhe views exprresseet arepersomal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Parliament or battlefield?
Ewen though Parliament is
one of the tallest
democratic institutions of
the country, with a mandate
to debate policymaking and
national progress and
represent the will of the
paogle, it has increasingly
bacome synonymous with
disruptions and
pandemaonium ta the

dismay of conscientious
citizans of the country.
Whike the Oppaosition has
increasingly been using
disruptions as a tool to stall
the povemment's agenda,
the government has been
stalling proceedings to
scuttle discussion on issues
raized by the Oppaosition, It
is time parties across the
political spectrum ensure

M, Jeyarain,

Shotavandan, Tami Madu

that Parliamant does not
become a battlaground for
political rivalry. There is a
nead to priaritise the
nation's interasts over
short-term political gains.

Any hope of having peaceful
parliamentary sessions lies
shattered, In the tussle over

‘hdani” and 'George Soros,
matters of concern are
being totally ignored, What
i5 at stake is the very future
of our parliamentary
democracy. Brandishing
pocket editions of the
Constitution means
nothing. Both sides across

respectable and responsible
reprasentatives of the
people whao voted them to
pawer, The ruling party has
to be less arhitrary in the
use of its majority and
racognise tha merit of “give
and take", When it comes to
the Prime Minister and the

experience and political
maturity. It would take a
deep sense of
statesmanship on both
sides to recognise their
obligation to actin the
national interest.

T.C. Marayan,

Bengaluny

the aisie have to change Leader of the Opposition, Letters ernailed to
from behaving like straet there is a yawming gap in |etersipthehind u.co.in
fighters to bacoming terms of attitude, st earry the postal address.

» - -



T
.imﬁf;ul!ﬂﬁﬁ
LIVEMIN TCOM

VIEWS

EIR

\ Y%

Why Bidenomics did not deliver
inspite of its working class focus

Jue Biden'’s policies failed to recognize the changed nature of the US economy and so they were unable to achieve their aims

s president of the Imernational Econcmic
Associatan and author of ‘Stralght Talkoon
Trade: idaas for aSane World Econamy”

=178 president, Foe Biden charted a
new ecoromic ath for the Demo-
il

ange ol industrial policie
to reimvigornte TS manufecturing.

reshre suppdy chiins and promote the green tran-
altion. Most of these new policles made economic
sencse, and like many other progressives, [ thought
they made political sense as well. What, then,
aceounts for Vice-Presldent Kamala Harr
disappolnting elisctoral performance. cspe
with working-cluss voters?

Dnmkl Tnm:[ .1p|>|’a| Illwtlurcrlllghr wing

ally

e 'l-ulﬁ'(.mmmu_:n ZRT] Im hmany I‘i'l:.ll’r]
asthe result of deregulation, increased corporate
power, g delndustriali fauto-
o, As the traditional champlens of the under-
dug ﬂ‘m l't i parties could have benefited from

SE i But they had 1o speak
n:nn‘l’or(-du professional elites, and they
were slow o rourse, Faced with the growing
|»cm\'pum| that they dahuu[[::m-ﬂllm.r\\m hing-

and

a5 roots, Biden's move t

lism seemed like the ight stracegy.
Cing interpretation of Trump's re-election Is that

economic populismwas o mistake, implying that

the Democratic Party should have moved more

Toreefully to the centre- ground instead. But

ecinimy where onl

political competition with China, it paid too linle
attention to the changing seructure of the U8 econ-
oy and the nature of its new working ol

ass Inan
‘w0l wonkers are factory
promises 1o restore the

Harris's apparently fruitiess efforts to
af-the-road Republican voters was not muchofa
successeither,

There are at least three other possibilities. The
first is that Biden's strategy did work, bt not
fnmlg!l:m\'mrh.t ribon. Inflation and the

home

:mlulll_\ unrealistic; [t also nnmhnllcm
because it does ot alj
periemn
worker today lno longer rolling
sembling cars, Hather

i costof a generalized rare proviid
'uwor}'wlmw.n
Inanetal Times

iy f.l"!. short ofthelr
vode inevery election in
2024, To Bidenomic *ereddit, Demoerats did
much better by comparison.

The second possibility is thia it takes time for
new policles teshow effect wnd result in new politi-
cal eoalitions. Bidenomics is still new, and it faced
the daunting challenge of dislodging more than
three decades of vider e xperience with Democratic
ceniriam. Perhaps i was oo much toexpect

work], Adidn

tury verslon of indu

r, fovcd preparer o somecne running
an independent small business (perhaps
g the problerms of low p
precarioes working conditions in such sei ;
requies a different strategy than manufecturing
incentives.or import tariffs C
needs o be built differently than through appeals
tounions or bargalning pow
ddea, in this view, but failed to hit the right targets

Dur new economic structure requires a 2ist-cen-

turing hack

vwith workers' aspivations
local fob

along-term

work” W
who eitherc

solidarity also

Biden had the right

ties to more sustainable ones. Now we need a simi-
lar push for labour-friendly technology pelicies o
promote innovation that enables workers with less
thanacollege sducation t perform more complex
tasks in care and other personal services. By devel-
eping new visions of ecomomic speciatization and
maobilizing the nes
eoalitions, oftens led by public agencies,
iticen in reggioges that have been:
by long-term unemplovment.

It is worth noting
the election, Hispanic voters in T
theirbiggest problem with Demoerats is
“the party afwelfare benefits for people whso don't

il resoarees. cross-sectosal
can foster

hat in ome poll t

pcdal transfers to the poor—thoso
ot wiork or face temporary unem-

plivment—are a necessary and integral part ofthe
contemporary welfare state,
wot allow themselves Lo be di
such terms They need 1o be s
thosewha want to contribate to thelr o

irties of the left cian-
ned exclusively in
en a5 aidvocates for
mmunity
wiork, and as facili For those

E tarilms and

Biden's pro-worleer rhetoric and strong Fac-

turing comstruction numbers fo overcems the

cleavages that have emerged (and deepened) sinee
dent Bill Clinton's admind: iom, 1t takes

improve lhupm\l unn{m |utﬁs|i|.ha-|:LIg1.l.|l
tooks, customized training, and credis. One
local and national examples of such init

an find

bk
1

more than a few years of well-designed policy o
engineer a political realignment.

The third. and least discussed, possibility s that
Bidenomi economic popubism of the wrong

they re

scale and largely incids
federal programmes.
P w lmhnndngl -1.h:n i-rl[n\nrkr-i-.x tther than

neither fet

5
lelnel. By focusing on mannfacturing. obd-style
unon power and worker organizations, and geo-

mﬂu:.umlml:rl

indeed be radivected from carbon-intensive sctivi-

with China.

Data brokers pose hidden

SIDDHARTH PAI

a multibilllon-dollar indasiry
visitle mnunmim per-
i

n ghe L
thirives on an i

indivichally targeted services, they also pose
Commuodifying -«.n‘.nI\'u data—

- health 2
!’amk\ra'.l.boxniurihi.c::ll,I.:,::llam!m:nu'ir_\'
comncerns. There are many risks ssocizted
with data brokering. Armed with detailed

It data
brokers, collects, processes and sells vast
amounts of information ca individuals, ofien
without their knowledge. Itlsannpuquomu
system with far-reachl for

Mmfac e ohstacles in dolng s
Reconmecting the Dem
roots must start with the recognition that today’s
wiorking class has changed and has differcnt
needs. The provision of social insurance and
COUntETy li[qu;p::\\w against husine
will abways remain Important elements of the pro-
pressive left. But these goals must be sugmented
with & revamped set of ‘good jobs’ policies that
hize manufacturing nor view it
throngh the lens of geopolitical competition

Ie Party with its

s interests

‘E2024/PROJECT SYNDICATE

data-setswith.details on US military pesscas-
nel or government employvees. This data
cotild beused for blackmail.

The USslack of comprehensive federal
data privacy laws o untn-dl. sharply with
Erameworksli

tection Regulation (G DPR), which mandates
fransprrency, consent and

implications, Unregulated data flows can
exacerhate systemic inequalities. Ervors in
A elaty. such as incorvect credit

personal privacy, financial security and
national interests. Desplte itsoutsized influ-
ence, the ndustry remalns Lrgely unreg-
lated, ralsing urgent gquestions about lhc-
need for oversight and

ts co-founder of Stana Capital, a
wenure fund manager.

inform: ation, can undairly deny individuals
acress to loans, housing or employment.
Thess errors often go uncomected as we
have few accountahility mechanisms for

Data hmkomcnnmlv .1\ mnmﬂrllmm

url.htu' iJl'tJ\\'smg histories, credit applica-
thons, social media intersctions and public
records, Thisdata is packaged into detailed
proffes of individuals with sensitive infor-
mation such as credit seores, finuncial his-
tory, belth conditi | hihavioural pat-

data brokers, Selling personal dats to fereign
entities can undermine national security,
Forexample. forelgn sdversaries could buy
dersibed demographic and psychographic
data to manipulate puldic oplnlon, identify
rabilities in government personned, or
cord through misinformation.

ysing behavioural patterns, they
could eraft igns to widen socletal

Lerms These profi Bl I divides, Ipk lomsor erode trust
eorpaorations, polit Icalcam|)¢|3‘|,n‘.a||(lmm(-- in institutions—all without any need for
i Fore ttdes, While: th ek it esgi Comsdiderasee-
enghle tailored sdvortk mar i1 m ere a foredgn actor begally purchases

H!Imlﬂ d h_}

over thedr data, § lation, such as the Fair
however, data priva hawkEd w“l.'OUt Credit Reporting  Act
addressed ina fragme H i (FCHA), which primarily
manmne tlght overSIght governs the flnancial
initiarives puts not iust aspects of data h.nlcllmg
nias Consumer Privacy . el Tt

Act offering plecemedl  jndividuals but  fornon-financial data bro-
sohutions. The LS needs a 4 T kers. which operate with
unified repulatory frame-  @ntire countries oven fewer co

work that addresses trans-
ATy, consumer control
amd broker acoountahility.

The Conswmer Finan-
cial Pro

Profiles being

at grave risk

MIN

The HPV vaccine saves lives:
The US must not mess with it

Anti-vaxrers in charge of public health might endanger women

1 |

LISA JA
lsa Bboamhergcpmlnn cofusmnest covering
biotech, heafth care and the pharmaceutical
industry.

ew research has again shown the
enormins value of the HFY vac-
cine, which protects agninst the
wirus responsibde for more chan S00% of cer-
vical cancer cases. Studles had
ne dramaticall l\\du

cancer, Now comes evidenc uh\h.:l has
g born suspectad: The vaceine sl saves
livies. This message needs reinforcing inthe
U5, where vaccination rates conginue to lag,
behind pre-pandemic levels —which were
already behind health officials’ trgets for
population-tevel coverage. [erml.-. Wi il
now contend with 8 new

Data shews that the HPY vaccine bs playing
# useful role Inwomen's health  sTockssann

affectod by covid shutdowns, but getting
HFV rates back to pre-pandemic levels—
lirt alewnes o officials’ goal of BO% of adoles-
cemtavaceinated by 2030 —hasbeen ashog.
& been forused on addressing
incoverage, such as improving
access and uptake ameong people living in
rural arens.or without insurance, helping
n % FEERY TP

that 15 stacking US pubdie health agencies
nhhimdpr%h:[uiﬂn Robert F, Kenmexdy Jr,

I Hrtive [t
for vaccination, and clearing barriers to
»unu)g[he -.Imndurl.m,e Lrl],'.nlulnm e

swellmown for hisscepticism ofvac- e ach
cines, including the HPY shot. |alhn-llh.|n|hn< duses,
Inaletter published inLAMA, research- Yet, there's reason toworry all this wark

ersnarrowed inon cervical cancer deaths
mong wimen whe were younger than 25
betwoen 2006 and 2021—the fiest group
with widespread uptake of the vaccine as
adedescents Rellowing s approval in 20046
While cervical cancer deaths among yourng
women had been steadily dropping for
years, thanks to sei rﬁ'ning. T rchers

per decline

leading to 26 fewer deaths ove nlulm-ﬂrKL

The nunther may sound small. But con-
sicher that the vaccine hasn't been around
long enough for researchers o compre-
hensively assess its long-term benefits.
Mot women are disgnosed with cervical
caneer when they are ofder—typically in
their mid-30s 0 mid-50s. That means we
woi't see the larger impect of vaccinution
I five to 10hyenrs £y Ashish

wonlid be unravelled by President-elect
Dl Trem's ks to leacd public ealth
agencies. The HPY vaceine is among those:
agrressively mrgetod by Children's Health
Deefense, a non-profit known for s ant-
ne rhetoric and misinfermation.
was founded by Eennedy. Trump's nomi-
nee to lend the Department of Health and
Human Services. Kennedy has been
Inevobved nmul tiple bawsuits related tothe.
HPVvacecine, including one filed in 2022,
claiming Merck'sGardiasil has cansed Inju-
ries o teens. Numerous studies have
shown the side effects are mild
Meanwhile, Dave Weldon, Trump'spick
tex head the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, has been embraced by anti-
\.m:lm';.,mlum\!:mul’(!u former repro-
sentativ

1 prodissorat the Medical Und-
wversity of South Caroling who led the sty

Carvieal cancer isn't the only disease
Lilﬂwcllu]]l I\mm 1rmtlhoou!\
inoral_anal, v |g|n IL\\ﬂml and|h'ml1'mn—
cers: Imagine if vaccination against HEY
(erventually aflowed the LS e cart thie 4,000
mnu.aldmlh-fnm:wrb il cancer o zero

Congress ﬁcuwd on the debunked link
betwien MMR vacrinatic
hee did eviticize the HEV 5
long-term safety data. Infact, at th
Ilsappru\ al, Gardasil had been tested in
thousandsof women. They were followed
forupto four years, long past the time when
A rafety ssue wonld lkely emenge — some-
llllnp'“eld.un aph\-sln ian, should know._

—ar

Iy reecluce oo i (e new | 1} Il uniler-
thie nearly 38,000 HPY-related cancers | minevaceine access and uptake (the num-
diagmesed in the country each y ber of peaple vaccinated 4 certain

Bothare achievable gnals,
propplng up vaccination rate
fiest eligible for the shots at age 9, yet

dose inacertain time period). Beyond the
reasonable worry that Kennedy might
publicly question the benefitsor safety of

recent data from the Ce fior Diseas \-:u'.cliws!!n:{‘l)(.‘almm asignificant
Controland Prevention show the number | rode by 1

of 13- (o7 s who had pleted | schedul . which infl

theseriesofshots (twodoses iNnitited by | coverage, The HPV \-Hulnu prevents
age 14 or three doses if Initiated &t 150r | unnecessary suffering and deaths. from
olders dipped t6LA4% in 2023 from 62.6% | HPV-related cancers. What o colossal

in 2022 Health experts weren't surprised
that routine vaceination rates were

against credil reporting agencies that are
closely tied to the data broker ecosyvstem.
For instance, the CFPB has issued fines for
mishandling consumer data and fuiling to
achdress inaceuracies in credit reports. Ithas
alsoinitinted probes of how creditreporting
agencies share datawith third panties.

“ I1II1' all this marks
CH”H .\n:w:'h

shame it woukd be to go backward —at the

cost ol women's lves. EELOOMBERG

dangers that must be tackled

backing to expand the CFPB's mandate
beyond its current financial scope, Codlabo-
ration hetween the CFPE and other agen-
eles, such as the Federl Trade Commdssion
(FTCY, could create a more comprehensive
oversight framework. The FTC, which has
Jurisdiction over unfulr business practice
could complement the CFPRE's efforts by
keeping the data broker |||dus4n incheck.

The CFPE's he;

However, wh rh regulky might go
fter Donald Trumptakesoffice sunknown.
Ttappears the proposed Departiment o f Goy-
armment Efficienscy may hove the CFPBin it
cross-haies (shorturlat TGl

Whatever course the regulation of data
brothers may tike in the US, public awa
nessiseritical. Cossumers must be infoemed
whout thedata broker risks and empowered
o demand greater control over their per-
soml information. Ad\u(:wj ErOUpS, jour-

Chopra has just d
new seps (o ex)
FCRA and let his
pelice data brok iy Lot rony).

wices sector. In recent years, it has acted

While the CFPE's focus is on financial
data, It has the potential to spearhead
bropder regulatory efforts. Ts work inhold-
ing credit reporting agencles aceountahle
ml:ld serveasa model for owm’um, nthﬁ

nualists and teck can pliy a pivedal
role in pushing for transpan and
secountability. Without regulation, the risks
will ondy multiply, spanning personal harm,
security. As we grapple with challenges of
the digital age, reining in the data broker
Industry should be a priority. Afterall, int

| Bt it wonlel e
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In remembrance; Priest Olivier Ritradeau Dumas beads the Eucharist duri

amass open tothe public &t the Notre-Dame de Paris Cathedral, in Pars, France, on December B.

A dialogue with our fragile past: the
importance of historical memory

The world needs to look differently at its historical memory and the culiural heritage which embaodies it The large fire that broke out in Paris and

which consumed a part of the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in 2015,

Ramin Jahanbegloo

On December 7, the Notre Dame de Paris
ar the Cathedral of Notre Dame was
re-opened after a massive fire destroyed its
roof and spire five years ago in 2019, In
this article, dated April 20, 2019, Ramin
Jaharbegloo explains the importance of
historical memory and why it is imperative
to preserve it, however fragile,
tis anly after our heritage is
destroyed, in nutural disasters and
conilicts, that we realise how fragile
historical memory is — even for a
globalised period of history like ours, The
large fire that broke out in Paris on
Mongday and which consumed a part of
the Cathedral of Notre-Dame , is a grim
reminder that centuries of heritage can be
destroved in minutes, Of course the
French people can rebuild the physical
structure and in this enterprise they will
be certainly supported by the vast wealth
of Europe, America and others, made
possible by centuries of industrialisation
and capital accumulation. But rebuilding
the Notre-Dame de Paris does not mean
that we can necessarily renew its original
spirit — of blocks of sandstones which
narrate their own geological and social
history. Undoubtedly, for over 800 years,
the cathedral has been the driving force
behind the etermal return of Taris as the
‘Heart of the World'.

Repository of history
Ax a powerful spiritual symbol of

Chiristian faith, it counts many treasures,
such as the crowm of thoms, which are
believed to have been placed on Jesus
Chirist's head. Joan of Arc was beatified in
the cathedral in 1909, after her execution
for heresy in 131,

And, for more than three centuries,
Notre-Dame has stood as a symbaol of
political change in France. During the
French Revolution, its treasures were
plundered.

However, as seen in the famous
painting of Jacques-Louis David,
Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself
emperor of France at Notre Dame in
1&04. Other famous political ceremonies
af the 20th and st centuries in France,
such as the liberation of Paris frem Nazi
orcupation in 1944, the farewell to
Charles de Gaulle in 1970, and a requiem
muass in tribute to Frangois Mitterrand in
1996, took place in the Notre-Dame
Cathedral.

Last but pot least, for nearty nine
centuries, Notre-Dame has been at the
centre of French and world literature, W
all remember Victor Hugo's The
Humchback of Notre-Dame (1831) with the
cathedral as its centre plot. Hugo's
muiltiple references to the architecture of
the Cathwedral are breathiaking and
stupefying,

Strangely, it is as if Hugo was present at
the fire, when he described flames in the
cathedral (when Quasimodo uses fire and
stones to attack Truands in order to save
Esmerelda); "All eyes were raised to the

top af the church. They beheld there an
extraordinary sight. On the crest of the
highest gallery, higher than the central
rose window, there was a great flame
riging between the two towers with
whirlwinds of sparks, a vast, disordered,
and furious flame, a tongue of which was.
borne into the smoke by the wind, from
Eime to time.”

Even for those of us who are not
religicus and yet believe in the cathedral
as a spiritual home and a monwment in
glory of the human creativicy, the horrific
fire destroying this Gothic edifice has
been a moment of tragedy and despair.
Time might have been the devourer of
Notre-Dame as Hugo wrote in his novel,
but humanity has long been the enemy of
its own heritage.

Spirit of freedom
As i matter of fact, what was important
for Hugo, as for many other writers and
imtellectuals of his time, was the spirit of
freedom represented by Notre-Dame,
As he put it dearly, “There exists in
this era, for thowghts written in stone, a
privilege absolutely comparable to our
current freedom of the press. It is the
freedom of architecture." Hugo is right.

To feel the spirit of Notre-Dame, &5 that of

Paris, one needs the freedom of a laneur.
e needs o allow one's gaze o be
further absorbed by the play of light upon
& meaningful stone that remained alive
after a catastrophe.
Without the stones of Notre-Dame,

a grim reminder thar centuries of heritage can be destroved in minutes

these sesthetic compasses, we would
never be ahle to take our responsibilities
in the world. If we want to be at home in
this century, even at a price of living in a
topsy-turvy world, we must try to ake
part in a dialogue with our fragile past.
We need o educate our senses and to
look differently at our historical memaory
and the cultural heritage which embodies
it.

For centuries, humanity has witnessed
the destruction of its historical memory,
and each time 4 new door to our commaon
fute is closed forever, We all believe that
this should not happen snymaore, But it
does huppen, and we cannot reconcile
ourselves with it. None of us can,

However, within this horizon of
despair, which manifests itself in the
fragility of human history, there is a moral
horizon that expresses a love of humanity
in spite of its brokenness. Heritage,
therefore, expresses a joy of witnessing
the past despite the sadness of historical
destruction. It is this joy of witnessing the
past that becomes an awareness of our
landscape of memaory. This awareness is
the strongest evidence of the victory of
peaceful coexistence between the past
and the present. Those who fail 1o see it,
forget to make a prayer that one day the
organ pipes of Notre-Dame of Paris will
once again reverberate through the
SATICIUATY.

Ramin jrhanhegloo is Divector,
Mahatma Ganedli Centre for Peace, findal
Glohal University, Sonipat
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send In your answers ta
dallyquiz@thehingie

A quiz on computer programmes on the birth anniversary of Ada
Lovelace, the first computer programmer

ARCHIVE

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
8. Upendran

“Why dao the Australians call the English
“limeys'?"

"Recause the English drank a bot of
lime juice.”

"Lime Juice! Ol stop joking, [ want a
Serious answer.”

1 wm givimg youl i serios answer. You
see, during the late 18th century, the
British navy made its saibors drink a lot of
lime juice.”

"But why?™

A% protection against scurvy.”

“What's thar?™”

“It's a diisease which is due to lack of
vitamin €. You see during the early days
of sea travel, sailors didn't get a batanced
diet. Since it wasn't possible to store
things like fruit and vegetables on ships,
many sailors had vitmin C deficiency.”

"50 in order to increase the vitamin C
intake, the British navy asked its sailors to
drink lime juice. Is that it?”

“That's right. And since all English
sailors drank the stuff, the Australians
contempruously referred to them as
“Hme-juicers”. Later, it was reduced o
fimey'"

5o the word ‘imey' originally referred
oo an English sailor?"

“Yees, bt later on it began w be applied
o all Englishmen.”

“1 see. 50 the people of a country are
called something because of something
that they drank?”

“Happens all the time. Just ook sround
your. People are often called something
because of what they eat or drink. The
Germars, for exampbe, are
contempruously called *Krauts', The ‘au”
in the word is pronounced like the ‘o’ in
words like 'out’ and 'bout’.”

“Kraut! | think I've got that. But what
dows it mean?”

"It's a German word meaning
“cabbage’

A Germian is referred to as a ‘cabhage’!
But why?”

"Because they eat a lot of ‘saver kraut’,
that is “sour cabbage'. The Germans love
their sour cabbage, And as for the
French..”

", .. ah, yes! The French. They are
supposed to kive good food. I'm sure
they're called something that . . . that
tastes delicious.”

“Dio you think ‘frogs’ taste delicioes?"

“The French are called frogs! That
maust make them hopping mad, Bus why,
frogs?"

“Because the french have a great
reputation for eating frogs. Similarly, the
Latin American has a reputation for
eating beans, so he's often called a *bean
eater” or ‘beaner’, The ltalian is called a
‘macaroni’, the Duch ‘butter box'.*

" . . Stapl Seap!™

“You don't like any of these culinary
insulbts?"

1 don't. Can we change the topic?™

"Certainly. But don't you want o know
what Indian women are sometimes called
in America?"

1= it another culinary insult?™

"M, it isn'e”

“Then tell me”

"The Indian woman is sometimes
referred to as a dot head'"

"Dothead! Why? Because some of our
waomen wear 3 bindhd?"

"Exactly”

Published in The Hincu on May 10, 1994,

Vi and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1. This military leader of lram's elite Quds .
e Foree played & major fobe In tralning Nighters in WO rd Of th e d ay
QUESTION 1 support of slirjlan Prlesuient Bashar al-Assad, Ans: Fulgent:
What ls Levelace's algaeithm commonk Qassem Solaimanl
called? : ! 2, The name the Syrian Kurds eall the de facts shining intensely
. Autbramaus region in northeastern Syrla. Ans SYNOMYMS: blazing blinding,
QUESTION 2 Rojava daazling, glaring
Wihat s Lovelsce's algarithm wsed to 3, Mame the rebel foree that was tralned by the .5, 5
calculate? and i composed of Syrian Arab Army defactors. Ans: Usage: re fulgent starlight cast hord
Y syrian Free Army or Revolutionary Commando shadows an the landscape.
GURETION S samy International Phonetic

4. The ethnoreliglous group Bashar al-Assad i
affiliated to and the stream of Islam itis an offshoot
ol Ans: The Alawites: Shias

5. This Intellectual is condidered & magr influence in
the development of the Ba‘athist movement. Ans:

Wihich unfinished device was Lovetace’s
algorithm written fo?

Alphabet: fameny, Molzany

(9
QUESTION 4
Wihile Lovelace wrote the first computer

pragram, wha ks the first person to Michel Aflag For feedback and suggestions for
pragramme an electie computes? nﬂhﬂmme this Indivicuat. Ans: Abu Muhammad Test & Contest, please write b
- Jol

letters@thehindu.co,in
\with the subject ‘Teat & Contest’

»

4
QUESTION § Visiisl question:
What ls the first computer wirus? Haviw B this cormedy troupe related to COMpULEr programmes? GETTY IMAGES

X »

Early Birds: KN, viswanathan| Basavara| Metl| Tito
Shiladitya| Bharath Yiswanathan| Jose Joji
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On the road
to Damascus

Assad's fall and the rise of Islamists in Syria
is 0 momentous event for West Asia

e Arab Spring found its moment in Syria o

decade and hall after [t had bloomed (and died)

on Sunday when the Baathist regime fell and

President Bashar al-Assad fled Damnscus with
Ints fambly to Moscow, where they were grinited
asyhim. And whether it is reudly a spring is 1o be tested
— the rebels whe control Damascus now are aligned
to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), an Islamist outfit of
radicals. They have been fighting the Assad regime in
the Syrian civil war that ravaged the West Aslan
country from 2011 onwards.

The geopolitical implications of this regime change
are sigrificant. One, it murks the end of n fve-decade
authoritarian rule by the Assad family. Two, itsignifies
ashift in power balance in the region, The Assad
reglme was iligned to Russin and Tean: Its full
that Moscow and Tehran have lost the game this tme
tothe USand itsallies; Turkey, which backed the
rebels, seems to be in the driving seat, Three, the Assad
addministraton wis the Iastof the seculir regimes in
the region, HTS has its roots in al Qaeda although it
parted ways with the latter some time ago. Unlike al

HTS hasclatmed it is nat dinany
global fthad and sald thit tls commitied tothe
protection of reélighous and ethnke minorities and
gender rights. These clavims will be tested when HTS
settles down inoffice. Foiir, HTS, a predominaritly
Sunnl outflt, Is committed to Palestine though opposed
to Tehran, Its rise muay have a ripple effect in the
neighbourhood, inchuding Saudi Arabia and the
warious emirntes, which have been slowly and
cantiously lberalising thelr socketies.

‘The transition from one regime to another isa
complex and risky process as evident from the
expertence of Irug and Afghanistan. The Assad
reglme, very much lke Seddum Hussain in Lrag, held
together o country that was born in the ruins of the
Ottoman Empire after the first World War, The new
regime will need to negotiate the diffecent fault lines
ancl arrive ata lederal arrangement w avold the
authreak nrmrhl'l\flﬂt(‘nt'! An unsmbieSyrh w-m

The collapse of the Assad
regime has far-reaching
consequences, There is
genuine fear that

could become a safe haven
for extremist groups

nastanaling iuren of evens, the
Syrian government undor Pres-
e Dashor al-Assad col-
Iy el Lhanit any restlance
after o lightning offensive by
rebel forces apearheaded by
the lilamist group Hiynt Tahelr
al-Sham (HTS) on Sunday, Thealfen:
slve hiogan on November 27 and
g ementurm, with FTS sty
mmwlmdlm Hilee Abeppo, Hama,
Homs, Daraa and Sweids belore
advancing o Damascus on Decem-
ber & and taking over vital installn-
o ke the pirport amd thie nistionsl
TV santion, This developnwent marks
W drwimiaticend W s S0yt mile of
e sl [lmlt\ralllwglnlaa M
tlal reshaplng of the geopokitical
lunlscupe in West Asia. President
Assad reportedly fled the country
and na% wted asylum in Mum\:w
Huyiat Tahidr al-Shim or the O
luation for the Liberation of the
Levant bs o Sunal Islamist politieal
and  paramilllary  argaaisation
mvadved i the Syrian <lvil war nince
It o pticon {1 2007, 1t wiia or! Iy
enablished In 2011 an Jabhat
al-Nusrw o diect branch of sl Goedn
1t addhetes to the Salafl schoal of
Sunni lslam, which 1s provalent in
Sowwili Aratein

Whilke it b difficult to fathom how
the mgime, which claimed fo have

controdled 70% of the territory of

Syrin, suceumbed to such a sudden
collagse, many lactors soem 10 have
contribatod to it Yenrs of conflict left
the Syrian armed forces iragmented
ind stgnificutly weakened, with the
morale of the troops at wn all-time
low, On the contrary, the Oppasition
scrotaps hisl boen trindng and o,

nining foo yenrs in snticipation of

siuch an opporiuiliy 6 overtlrow
Ihiie regghevie. The traddidiunnl backeis
af Syria = Russdn and Tran —
remained imvolved in thedr conflicts
with Ulraine und birael, respectively,
and were unabe b sustuln
meaniegful support for
Asind's regime,

The last diteh effort by
the exaspornied Syrian
regime 1 sallelt millary

Arab Spring in Syria
marks a power shift

Ak the whobe wirld by surprlse.
The Biden administration Is closely
monitoring the situption without
s for direct infervention while
e ldent-ehect Donald Tramp sdvo-
cated for o hands-olf agyraach stai-
Imyg, “Seria {8 & mess_ Lot B play oue”
Altholsh Russia announced contin:
bl st for Assad., it 1 e
Inlln= its bases in western
Inchuding alr defence units fr
Masyal and closed i diplomatic
tribseslon I Desascinn lrai also fids
Iesell In & simiilar sltuatbon, whire
Iﬂmlngimllﬁw bncks Assad but
mppirs urable of wiwilling (o rein-
Toree him nignificantly o change thi
oteoamie [ ks lavouis, Dran

It b fodnn stabements wirnikig
of the rishs o further instabiliny and
st grester internntional humank
i ahd for the Syrlan poople. Tur
by olllctally derdod amy imvolverrient
Iuit by Dselloved 1o have given i
approvel far the ribel

lie collapse of Asad’s Feglme
represents o seismic ahilt in
Asla's geopolitios with far-reaching

hegun svacust-

ing milktiry commanders
and diplomatic stafl from
Syria,
Tsrae] s particulasly con-

support from Iran, Irag and Ausaf cerned about the situstion
the frag-tased Hezbollah the Syrimn-lsrael bor-
units falled o elicit any Sayeed dier. 1t Is also worried sbout
fivourable respoise when =————— ihe possible landing ol
todkes amoag Forelgn minks- lethal ehemical snd srane
ters of Syria, Iran and Irag in Bagh-  gle wespons Ehal were possessed by
il on December 6, amidst the mp- e Asssd 1egime in the hands ol

lilty evolving siwatbon in Syria., s
cluded that imight be too lase 1o
adelress maiy of the divelopimenn
wn e growund or to swing the bil
e b fuvowr of the Syrlsn regline
Torees, This might have peompled
the Syrkan Prime Minister Moham-
rmed Ghaxi Jalall to announce his
sovernments realiness io cooperate
withs “any fewdership chosen by te
{pocapbe wivil [ncllitnde & poaeieful haivd:

e,
The foll of Assod's regime has

Mibollah uﬁjmhrrlmllhuljlmlm
In Lebapon. In an unprecedenied
o, the Tarmel Defienos Foroes (I0F)
enteral the UNmanitored buller
ot kg tve Syrlo-lsemel bovder In
(e Golas Helghts for the st time
snee |R74 1[:'!"1] tahks ane
Inmlinyiry fercen. e
0 |mnnypunuln1 u-mlunb-,
rebe| f harl

I It haw significantly
alfocted Russia anid [ri's infloence
in the region, severely wealening
and disrupting lrn’s “Asds ol Resist-
ance”. On the other band, Turkey's
influence in Syria and the m?lun ls
likely to increase substantially ns it
has wmain backer of oppositon

s, particularly the Syrkin
utlenal Ariy,

The potential controd of Syria by
HTS ralses concerio aboul Inetvised
raibicallsathon and ls implicatkons os
It iy peck Lo establish governance
Taned om sty Shirrta laws, The clas-
alfieation of HTS is o toirorat orga-
nisiilon by the US, Canada, the UK
il other countries could comigilicate
sealing with the new Syrian reghme
There are also genuine fears that
Syrin could becomie u sule Tuven for
Ist grovips under the HTS.

peaitsal Syria,
Saudl Arabin and other Arab
nations inclding Qater snd Jordan

As the situation continoes to
ovalve, the intornationl commumity
fwcen the challenge of addressing the

Huynt Tabrlr al-Sham toklog control of Syris bs ease for coneern

e

poveet viwcunm left by Assad's depar-
ture while miatigating the risks o
ther bwtab ey and radicalisation,
Iadia has madnlalnod caulious
neutrality In the Syrlan conflic,
sl Farslgn Wsrventlion and
nupporting @ Syiun ded peace jiroc-
v, Homvever, 1t i abso actively cone
tributed to Syda's develop
foeuaing on bfrastcture, .
than, mnd capaciy bulkding. Indis has
o mﬂd‘uhlmmllndnn whd 1o
<yrl- including prosthetics, anti-
canoer drugs, modd earthg wake rellef,
There are many opporturnitles fer
Iidian investments i Syria, partici-
larly in the pharmaceutods,
ture, and technol ogy sectors. Syria's
piosplisle rock resiavis, estiinated
Wt 2 bl hon tomnes, ot bl
grae orewith a phospharus condent
ull mround 28-34'%, rmaking @ one of
o wor ld's riche st sowrces of phos
rh.m' rosich, Inchia can explone making
nvestisentn i pliosiiate mines lor
il benellt Indian comginle
like BHEL, ONGC, IRCON, BIML,
KEC and athers, already active In
Syrla before the wanstions werg
imposed, could paricipate in the
ol war recapstruction efloets.

Y-S —ry
smivansacbonr b Sowil Arabis,
Tl viewa e ecsed any vl

Why children in schools
take to physical violence

Tt wmiiete i 12 yoar-old strangle

chisumato over a ninod inc
Wd it (o New Delisi? In another
elty, i clans monlter, In his

rnlinuln!m fa makntain discipline n the
ke

sloa As paronti and educators, wo st
remember thal chillenging behaviour does
it happen ove rilghl. Chilldren canne ldern:
iy or commianieate dissuaption in te main-

ner thot nmlln e 'I'hcir anger olten rises

From fiear,

| i stulemt in the g

suceumbed to his Infuries on Ihem.yhn 1:.—,-

an
violence Imm auxluy n result of a dama,
b meludlt wolel iiad 1

losplal A child wis blud;
fight. Tmmu

compound the in o region al
by the Gaza war and other conflicts.

For Indla, the Assad reglme was a friend: Damascus
was consistent in its support of the Indian stance on
Kashmir in international forn. Delhi his rightly been
chutous n responding to the changes in Dimascus.
Sanctions had erippled bilateral trade. Hopefully,
the new regime will stabilise Syrin and facilitate the
rebuilding of the nation, Delhi needs o ride out this
tricky phase carelully,

Speech that doesn’t
befit a judge’s office

e they're sworm i, high court judges take an
oath to bear true falth and alleglance to the
Constitution of Indin Their work, and words,

are supposid o be directed not just by the letter of
Indin's founcling docurment but also its spirit—of
constitutional momlity, fiirness and justice for all
Which s why the speech delivered by a sitting

Allahal A\.i ™ -|||,'||m il MDW}M‘D
Hindu Parishad evert, lssnmlng. Diellvering a lecture
on the constitutional necessity of Uniform Civil Code at
an event organised by the legal cell of the VHP, justice
Sheldar Kumar Yaday saicl, “ have no hesitation in
saylng that this & Hindustan: this country would
function as per the wishes of the balusankinak
[majority] living in Hindustan, This is the law." He made
alitany of controversinl statements, used o slur often
employed by soclal media trolls to describe orthodox
Mustims, and said while children of one community are
taught kindness, olerance and non-viokence, in another
cormmunity, children cannot be expected to be tolernt
Wiven that they wimess animal skughter, The
insinuation was obwious, and unfortunate.

Thils cannot stand. The Judiciary has helped this
Republicdefy the odds and thrive. Its majesty is

(i
dents killed several clssmatesand a teacher
I anather part of the world.

Chileren rvobved n Hese lndid cots may
R gresgraghilcally fir apart, yet the desire far
viobence among theim seems identical and
alirmingly on the rise. From no-halds:
barved movie snd ook scenes W scts of vio:
Bence virl on social medin, lrom
mgggressive role modebs 1o facing

joi at home, schosls, or the

Migyground, there are many e
ltll! Uhratgh which society has
nopalised viokesee. We have
helped desensitise our young to
meﬂ.m of pthers and the Rallout of

1 occurring around them,

Wit bevstality a part ol the child-
hood of the perpetrators of vio-
bm‘i'ﬂmndn el e thiow a spotlight

finiky stroetures i the bick
uruhmlmulmnllmm imvestment in (e
well-being ol their students

Today, social integration, mental heath
it emot ool well-being hivve o be insegral
1o schouling, but, for too many boys and
girls, school Is wlln‘c they experience vio-
lence, bul lying, b verbal nbuse.

Mulla

Ameeta

of the child and herhis peers,

MD TOUHID HOSSAIN

<

Weexpect that we will be
e this Impasse ... mutual
nication and meeting each

Impaortant to
overcome any such stal

ove
comm
otherisy

%

able

nile
O e el i inelia-Banglidinsh fies

Education has become extromely aspira-
titmal This has resubted In g in
schools »rlmm!mmxhutwnr
spces wilh stuclents from varying soclal, cul-
mirnl wid peonomic boc  samethimes
with the baggage of sing ,l’ilm'md. N,
domestic viokenoe, or sone other familinl
lepor. A plethors of belhaviournl
L resuibt fros such sockil con-
texts, This bas ereated both inter-

penidenice and insecurity, It as
led o the sirong wid weak, the
map ity amd minorty, the vich
and poor feel equally threatenod
Iy the other,

W comtline b Focus o o bed
g the tiree 1 Foading, wiliting,
afithmetic because we intrined-
enlly beliove that thin will got out children
the livelibsads thist we desire. We niever stap
b0 worry that our chikron can't rela, cope
with anxbety, agyression, and envy, sreuna-
bl b exparess benderness and trust, and have
ni inderstanding of who they are or even
tht ey buve i sedl to find, Ifm:hnltsldul
ire not ey pathy, resilience,

Wattal

Can ICJ deliver climate
justice to Global South?

e 2 Coide of

i
the Parties (COMEY) IJ.l Ihe IJllllL'll
Mt FI’II'I- W

Wit
thes sl illluul !knlﬂ.m' ﬂ'}lllk e s the

e Chuange (UNFOCC), Iltlmrmn
tanal Court nl'}unkc {ICT) it The Hiague s
o becurmie the batUegrousd for the develop-
Ing and thie developed worlds to fee aff on the
chitneite destie. The 1CT is hearing on this over
b 2108, stwd the foesrs woukd be on deter-
ity the obligtion of developed-work Suie
wlity respect bo the climate erisis and the legal
oomsegquen o of thess oblgations,
Thae o of ehifs case: the ICT lieswith
o youith g fromm Vanwitu, calied the Pacfic
T Stucdents Pigldng Chinate Change, This

tanship bullding and refiection, than

and sornelim e ex|soltation. ot the labds of
peers or banchers of even the inscrutalde
schoul autbority. Every child has the tlght o
g0 b0 school free fron fear, In the best cir:
cumistances, sehools hould gt children on
ihe path toa promising fulure.

Thie learnirg baniicape 1 metros b dotied
with steel, glosw and conerete strucii res
with manlowred atria and centrally alrcon-
ditioned eovirons thal con pat o fivestar
hotel toshasme, If the brand has worbod b
the eyesof the parent, what actually happens
hehind the walls is seldom examined,

At the heast of all schooking lies shared
ermnit. and undestanding.

meaning.
This ts the collective dialogue which the

rlllli.luneﬂmhwsnnd LUTS (b0 & persona-
lised monologue of empathy and compas-

|L‘1mul||r|1 in doing nothing for o child's
healihy, happines. sanlty or susvival,

The recent incidents are Bol merely gl
they are o koud alonm that we can't silence,
Sctioals and homes hive i go mich beyond
whil they are today, Teachers have to be
ke o Idendify ey signs of aggrosion
aned distress wo that thy can intervoie belore
violent emottons manifost the maelves,
socinl-omutional learning seeds o be fnte-

hitto every anpect of the eurrieulum,
amd ot be offered as fus an opthonal aren,
Hodvies need io be spaces of imderstandin g
with henlthy responses and active lstening
to surture emotionally resiflent children.

We newd  engage children throagh the
dligribty thiat {6 in therm. Our baslc misskon as
parents and teachers i 10 acknowledge and
etk with 1. Most childrenoat any uge scem
chiallenglig anc dismni ptive ot e, We need
1o understand the reasons behind thelr
behivviour.

Thit lock of a robus eimotional voenluilary
often lesds children to express brusta lon
througl physenl means, Withoul tools 1o
artbeulone thelr sraggles or o safle space (o
alvare thelr al i, they Ik oiat, This rlses

ooy santions Huasd takes up the mntier with the
wovernmmend of Vs, which, in turm, dis
cussed (L with a cove. Jrof coun-
e i nwade i 1 e 1 the
Unied Natlons Geperal Ansembly

il
Hor o nd damage alresdy experienced, Thoy
certainly can't wai Il X095, gven the risks of
lmuanalastlen ey fce. To take cuny of S the
Loss and Damage Fund wos set up dusing
COPIT in 2022 and aperatinadised during
ACOPZR i 2003, The finer ddictails of this fund ane
o e worked out. The bigest challeng,
hveever, i that there bs hardly any cospus o
dhis fumel, and, as of date, less than $A0miBoo
‘committod, The bigeest historical pob-
Dt L, the Unlied States has commitied only
3175 million —a meve 25 of the it
whnm lwl-ub.al;ln wwlemesm-

h'm'u.rln\:rdlumlbtblndlrm_.
and, bence, Inumediate reliel s
unbkely, The 11 has doawn up a

(UNGA] in 302L 132 couniries in the schocule for dopositions by cachiof the
UNGA eos pamared the reolution, 17 v e B orjpe
il iy rasites s refierred bode 1G] st B waonl o be irntives g (o s
iy Aprll 200 Thie vesslution relled Somit shaat (haederweloped workd will e 1o
wpon other documonts 0 holster e Dasgupta sy el bow much responsibllity
cane, o o, thie TN Charter, the mulurwilhnun:wp mwn

Imtermstional mnton Beonomie, = emisskons, pesrick
Sl e Ciltral Fights,the Imtcr - ples ..hmuh‘jutm .mmn
thomial Ciovenant om Chil ond Politlca| Righte the — whether she developed mﬂnmﬂmuphnldllt'

UM Convention on the Law of the S, the LN
Framework Comvenion on Climue Chinge
(UNFUCC) nd of course, the Pars Agreement,
This climmiate o shs cocee is thee bggist sich hefan:

e 1, whone thene ane 91 writton saiiemans

w
[ dil fuid
g the Organdsation of Petrobeun Exponing
Contries, Workd Henbih Organisation and th
Furapean Umm:llt‘wlktlhsm
ooy i has ot been ey

it o puvsoe this msdler ghven the lnsdied
resoureen and loglsaso ot Ihch' disgsal. Thc

cancege of “oomiman but d iBenraed
sibiiitien” (CEDR) or plua tokeep diiting it, s
ey harve done post, (he Parts Agrecment, One
thas i scoept thad develop g nations, 0, meed
o reduor carkion emisslonsand rnlnnmﬁlm
iy for the developed world

wheii it conmies b o g e Pasks targets, To
it exent, CHOR today has 1o be applied in
fermms o trasdor of vesguroes. which e deved
oo workd i loath o de, The nuthonw’
st has 1o b by seynae with Eselr actlons in
he recent past. o all e libood. ey will sy
thist coumtries Bk Ching and the Gulf Sines

ﬂm-iwulw..-~ '

y . i)
b climute fumd, The roal intern thon is (o crente

difficult jond; Afe we, a8 0 koclety, rais e proceen | rnuich the s iia Vamasiu'snd
undermined by sectarianismand hate speech. In Ing ch g see viokenog quilbe s fiew of them e participating with pro— m wedge mmong the developig natlons.
addition toquestions of propriety that arise when a wity to resolve conflicts? Are they mirroring huluulmmn- The 1CH | & ebfPicuale Jobi I haanid, whre it
smlngjuigml'umlmuum:al court attends an event the aggression they see in thelr humos, The noedd far the transfier of resources from s Imlanu' climare equity and qulmwirm
schaods, media, or from thy mations to the s
onganised by a Right-wing group, justice Yadiav should Can v 0 beyonnd wiother headiine d ncbomeol Icoe a...mm (1CH il be g e
introspect on whether he s being true t his cath of v thisie g [niciderms & kg ol e st COPIS ! iy les ol ncdher [N
affice when b appears to single out a single lﬂhe “'fwm envision the future of our chils %mm{‘ tf‘r(:mu:;o‘:ﬂm"“muua 1IJN~1I1‘| Thepartisan mmmmurmln
ren ot & of §3 ayear by
community for censure. The words uttered are AV, Thisis he ot quastumol hindsthatcn — lizbe hope. =
unbecoming of i ed o deliver Armeent Mtk Wasttial 4 chilvpersen v exeeiisive b expectid froms the developed nathons, L =the= —
fustice impartially and be a Pm“mmw . irocior - Edugation, fanovarions and Tredning il s S oo, et
. DL FPoniimdatiun Schools snif tor, i also transfees bevwoen devel forer b
communities from excesses, The Supreme Court Sehiool I whiere a child lisllds an bnteranl Setolarship Progrumin nakass themselves, all fut togeer, Furthi, o ihe Crniral Leviriciry Anitaiky,
should take note. pathy u Th views exprossait are pesond! il The o exianien are el il
i et Ml g Larlaton: (s Lishe S it Mgl Vs,
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N world which bas bost appe

Akt for dethronng dicators and
despots, In o matter of a fow days, a
fiity-yearald poweriul regime has
bseen broaight down in Damakcus, b
s surprisiog that o historically war-
pinal clsed community < Alawiles -
could nepress a country for s g
Thus, 0 |s chear that in power games
played by vested ghobal interests,
povernementy, especially dictsorn,
et e relgn s long as they enfoy the
patron-age of some or oier external
o,

The fall of Rashar al- Asad, wha
maled for M years, is dofinliely an
cpochi-al moment I Syrlan history
anal & watenshed event bn ghobal poli-
tes, more s in West Avia, However,
thee irosy of it all is that while a des-
potk reglme met with it altimate
endl, power seemy warily polsed to

poss o o 4 Abu Mohsnmed ol
folani-led  Hayar Tahrie  al Shary
(HTS), previously the Syrian branch
o al Qs al-Nussra Frond, Tramsfer
of power signab a potential o of
Dianescenes thought 10 be close 10
the Assad reginie.

[||I||.:II) Tiafhedd s i bewcon of hope
fior Syridns longing for liberty and
re-forins, following his ascension af-
ter the death of his dictatorGathers
(Haflax alsAssad), Bashar ab Assad, o
Losdonereturned doctor, wa soon
wwayed by the lure of limithes power,
His peesidency turmed o author
Lastanbans, cronykm, and brutal wip-
pression of dlssent, which only exac
erbated secta lotss, With help
of external powers, he withuood the
waves of unrest that swept dictator
reglmes in 2011 during the Arsh
Spring.

Avad, whe secured mylum in
Tsinks, Literally waged o war on b
own people. As the hapless sections,
driven o the wall, revolied, global
pow-ers sarted dabbling in Syrlan
atfairs. Bashar was propped up by
Husssia, Tran and m II-Im Trom Irag,
while the West and ¥ backed
the rebels. 11 s distrensing to note that
aver G000 peaple perished bn the
batthes and i Bigns were displaced,

Syria under Bashar touched the
nadir, and wallowed In poverty and
dis-oasen amidst widespread destruc:
Vo, Livelihoods were deatmyed
and thoussnds fled to other coun-
trkes Geadually, unable 1o bear any
longee his atrocities, vast swathes of
reprowesd populations cither jolned
the maks of various nebel groups or
rendered ald to them,

What would be inplications for

A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR PEACE IN SYRIA

politlcs i the reghon? A westem-
Imlnl regime could be unscttling
for Russin which staunchly stood by
Assad and actively rendened abr pow-
o, loraed which shares a shart border
with Syria hitherio malntained e
traliny, Assad did ot bother it much.
Bt undameritalists in povwer could
be worrisome for Tel Aviv, Turkey,
whikch lebped the rebels, may iry 1o
intervene and crush the Kands with
the belp of new regime. Iran boses it
beverage i West Ask; Houthls and
Herbollah are alresdy weakening.
Unless & coalithon government
takes hold and brings in seforems with
it hnaivity i iass prosperity a all
overarching goals, Syrls will continue
s fioe volatide thimes where fear, pabin
Tunger: divease and death plague the
war-weary people, The world com-
munky should come forwand 1o exe

bl Tiberal abl fo the reconstruction
il Sy, @ tiatian eavaged Bor aver five
decwles. It s good that the US vowed
bo sty back and avert the rise of I
lamie State or al-Cueda,
Authoriarianism is surging and
deiviroratic fwindations continue to
be shakien, especially i wnall and
poor nations. A few names cone
b mind Mall, Myanmar, Chad,
i aidai, Borkin Faso, Niger,
, North Kores ote. However,
the reglmes there winbd nol wirvive
weithowt @ least one external power’s
suppart, Cly o coup or & revolution
cart baing b the alternaiive [n those
conntrien Aubicratk fegimes know
it ks elthver prison or executlon if they
bosee ppower, Henee, nepression b an
exisientlal requirement for them, b
s sl the workd B yet to collectively
debate how todeal with the dictaton.

Women rlghts bei

Hing

ROM Irag 0 Afghan|-
stin to the US, basle
Treedoms for wormien

are being enoded as gove
mends stant rofling back ex-
isting kaws.

fust a few months ago
a ban on Afghan women
speaking in public was the
Tatest  meavure dntroduced
by the Taliban, who ook
back control of the country
in 2021, Pram August the
ban inchuded singing. read:
ing aboud; reciting poctry
and even laughing ouside
helr hormes,

The Tuliban’s mindsey for
ile propagathon of virtue
and the prevention of vice,
which implements one of
e most radhical interpreta-
Nions of Tlamie law, enfomces
teese rules, They are part of
a broader st of "vice and
virte™ laws that severely
restrbcl women's rights and
frevdoms. Women are even
banmal from reading the
Quran out bl 1o olher
women in public,

In the past three years in
Alghanistan, the  Taliban
T taken away many basic
1hghas from women who live
tiere, wo that thenes very lit-
ile that they are allowed o
da,

From 2021, the Taliban
started imroducing restric-
Hons on giels recelving edu-
catlon, starting with & ban
on coeducation and then o
Ban an girls atending sec-
ondary schoals, This was fol-
lawed by chasing blin giely
schoale in 2023, and ks
ing it mandatory for girls in
races four o alx (ages nine
o 12) fo cover their faces on
the way 1o school

TNNAWY

Women can o hmger a1
tomd unlvenities or receive
i degree ceribficate nation-
ally, o follow  maldwifery
or nursing training in the
Kandahar reglon, Women
are no bonger allowed 1o be
Hight attendants, or to take
a job outside (he home.
Women. run bakeries in the
capital Kabwd have now been
banned, Women are matly
now unable to earn any
oy, of leave their homes,
In April 2004, the Taliban
I Hetmand proveince told
rneelba outhets 1o even refrain
Froen alring womn's vilces.

Alghanlsn B rnked
last on the Women, Pesce
and Secuirity Tndex and of
Fclals o1 the UN and ¢lse-
where liave called it “gemder
apartlell, Afghan women
are pulting their lives on the
line — facing sureillance,
harasment, asauli, arbi-

trary detention, torure aml
exile — bo protest against the
Taliban,

dipomats discuss
how impartant it (s 10 “en-
g™ with the Taliban, vel
this has not stopped the
awsault on womens rights.
When diplomats “engage”,
they tend o Becss on
COURBT T IONAm, ol
ternarcotics, bislness dedls,
or hostage returns. Desplie
everything that has hap
pened 1o Alghan wo
wver a shon period, orities
suggest this rarely makes it
anbo dipbonats’ priovry lis

Trag’s age of consent
Meanwhile, In Irag, on
Autgst 4 2024, an amend-
ment ko Drags 1959 peronal
satu law which walsl pos-
wibly Jower the age of cons
seil for marrage o nine

WOMEN '
RIGHTS .Sl.

The UN agency, UN Women, says it could
take another 286 years to close the global
gender gaps in legal protections, No
country has yet achieved gender aquality,
based on the gender pay gap, legal equality
and social inequality levels

yearsohd from 16 (o 15 with
permibssion fron & fudge and
parents) was proposed by
member of pariament o
b Maliki andd supporied by
conservietive Shin factlons
It the government,

The v would have the
potential of having mat-
ters of family law - such w
marriage = adjudicated by
religious  amhorigies. This
change coudd nan only legal-
s child marrage but also
strip women of rights velat
el tor divorce, dhild custody
anal knheritance.

Iraq already has a high
vate of underage marriage
with 7% of girls manred by
15 years old, and 26% mar-
tiedd before the begal age of
18

Unreglsterad  marriages,
ot Begally recorded in coun
bt conducted thiough relis
ghous oF tribal suthorkties,
prevent glrls from  acoess:
g civil rights, and leave
wsrniens sl glels vilnerable
o exploltation, abuse and
neghect, with lmbted options
Tor seeking justice.

Many  womens  groups
have  aleady  mobilised
againit the lawe Bot the
amendment has pasied its
seceond seading (n parlia-
e, I introduced, it could
pave the way for lurther
modificatbons that decpen
sectarian divides and move
the country further away
Trom a unifeed legal system,
It would aho be an espes
clally troubling step back:

wind kit protecting children'’s
rights and gender equality.

Abortlon rights n the US
Meanwhile, in the US,
womers  acoess bo o abor-
tiom has been eroded sig:
nificantly in the past fow
wears. In late 2021, the US
was  offickally labellad o
backsliding democracy by
an International thinkiank.
Six months later, the land
mark U5 Supreme Court
ruling of Roe v Wade, which
had safeguarded the consti
tutlomal right W abastion
for nearly 50 years, was
overturned, This led 10 a

cascade of restriciive laws,
with more than a quarier of
US states enacting outright
by or severe restrictions
on abortion,

Bepublican US congress-
warian

Marjorie  Taylor
Muy
2022, that women should
sty celibate i they did ot
wani o get ] ant, [Honly
all wormen had that charlee.
I fact, in the US o sexual
assaubl  occurs every 68

ing eroded

seconde. One In every five
A rican women has been
the victin of an attenpled
of completed rape, Praim
18, US Child Protec-
tive Services agencles found
strong evi-dence Indicating
that 63,004 childlen per year
wiere victims of sexual abuse.

These developments re-
flect @ troubling  partern,
There Is  evidence  from
Donald Tramps Bt teem
that there could be further
eroslon of women's rights in
his second presidency. Dur
Ing il previous term there
were slgnificant attempts b
weaken healtheare acoess,
with his farelgn policy rein-
stating the “global gag rik”
restricting acoess to womens
reproductive healthcare

worldwide via Tunding cons
di-thons,

I the world can tolerate
the Taliban’s abuses, [ragh

restrictions on abortlon
cens, 1 reveals the Fragiliay
af women's and girls' rights
globaly, and how casy i is o
tuke them away,

The UN agency, UN
Waomien, sy & could take
another 286 years to close
the global gender gaps in
legal protection conm-
try e yet achieved gender
eqquality, based o the gen:
der pay gap. legal exqualiny
and soclal inequality Jevels.
Waomen and glrls continue
to [ace discrimanation in all
corpers of e world, and it
soema 10 be gelling worse,
Bt despite  everything
WO en cominge 1o resist

(vt i Wlvocoive il fom
)

ATALE OF OBLIGATIONS DILUTED

Developed world performed great escape’ from finance obligations at COP29

NEW DELHE A COPF 29,
we lost an opportunity -
whlvout o meaningful agree-
ment on ¢limate  finance,
both n e of quantity
and quality, large parts of
the world thay would have
had the chance w0 rein-vent
rmwlh 1o make At Bowscar:
o Intensive, will not be
bl b s s, Whatk worse,
ihis comes al a tine when
these countries are even
mare vulnerable due to cll-
mate change impacts” kaid
Sunita Narain, director gen-
eral, Centre for o and
Enviromment (CSE), speak-
ing at an online debricling
on the Baku conferences
results, CSE organised the
sbebriefing < tithed TN the
fimamee COP deliver?” = po-

¥

The 2th Conference of
Parties to the United Nations
Framework Comvention on
Clinsate Change ended No-
venber 24 in Baku, Aver-
haljan, The hesdline lsue o
ihe coniference was the New
('u”-ﬂll\‘l' Chuanid-fed Goal
4 on climate finance,
I'hc NCQG bs the successor
fo the US $104 billion per
year com-mitment made by
developed countries in 2008
o support climate sction
in developing countries by

ltlm Says Avantika G-

ak COP 2% would have been

crithkeal for wipporting the

Incrensing climate needs of

thie Global South. So did the

finance COF deliver? The
L

answe 10 be & most em-
it "

What the COP29 presi-
dency did was 1o gavel &
climate finance deal of Us
5300 billlon per year for
devel-oping countries - the
maney I expected cone
Trom developed Partles and
otler sources by 2005, The
deal abo “calls on all ac-
tors” 1o contribuite towards
an overall climate finance
goal of Us 51,3 trillion per
yeur 1o devieloping countries
Iy 20035, which woulsl sha
Include  volumary  contrls
Iutions from  develop-ing
countries, The Glabal Nonh
bias abamiloned the Clobial
Soatly with this mieagre offer.
It has no rght 1o demand
miltigation ambition  From
vur part of the world with
w0 bitle finance on the table,
Tobegin with, the deal dilaes
the legal obligation of devel-
oped countries o provide the
entirety of the finance under
the new goal, as per Anticle

To bt with, the deal dilutes the logal oblgation
of developed countries to provide the entirety of the
finance under the new goal, as per Article 9.1 of the Paris
Agroement. The ambigulties of the goal make It clear that.
thero will be lite accountabliity and traceability of funds

91 of the Paris Agreerment,
The amblgiities of the goal
make it clear that there will be
litthe accouability amd trace:
ability of funds, “This was the
st remmal g windiow for the
Global North 10 step wip, pay
tn falr shiare, nnd restore some
wernblance of trust in e mal-
tilateral process. They hive
Hallesk” sarys Goswamb

NCOG whitewash

The adopted NCCEG deck-
slon text extends the e
while LIS S100 billkon conm

mitment 10 a mere US SMK
billion per year by 2005
with  developed oounirics
TIl.lng the bead”, -
vl " The stated LS !\dl:l
Tallion figure |5 far belvw
developlivg conntry needs,
The deman from the G677
and China boc — the larg-
et negotiating Moc of 14
ileveloping countrigs — was
for US 604 billion annu-
ally i public finance from
developad countries, out of
a larger annual sum of US
S0, trillion by 2000 - all of

which was to come from de-
veloped countries only”

In  wddithon 10 the
amvonind, e timeframe of
achieving the goal by 2045
I8 abaa problematic, CSE re-
searchen point out that 10
yieurs Is too bong for such o
Tow amount of finance, po-
tentially beaving devel-oping
countries stuck with highly
Inadequate fnance il it is
muich too bate for significant
climate sctlon within this
critical decade, Meamwhile,
e 1500 tanget of the Paris
Agreement slaps further ot
of reach.

Morewver, the US sulJ
illion quartim isnot
fredl as grants-based or con-
cessional, which leavessoope
for debt-worsening modes
ol fimancing in the Global
South — going againat the
demands of vart-ous devels
Oping country groaps,

The declsian test b
falls v clarify any separs-
ton  between provislan’
anel “mobiliation’ In this
con-lext, framing the US
S1.3 trillion per year target
for developlng countries as
a goal from ‘all actors’ hifts
tie burden of climate sction
on the private sector, which
Tas Bistorkeally contribyued
only w small frac-tion of chi-

muate fimance. This costs serl-

ok donabits o ach leving the
needed scale of US S1.3 tril-
Vo anei-ally,

Carhon markets adopted
After chose toa decade of de
liberations, Artiche & of the
TParis Agreement was fimally
m]up{mil at COF 29, Under
Arthele 6, countries can vol-
ntarily cooperate via mar
ket-based irades denomle
nated In tonne of carbon, ko
implement their Nationally
Determined  Contributions
(NDCs),

While Article 6.2 imodves
bilat-eral  agrecments  for
trading carbon credits, Arti-
che 6.4 nets up a global car
bon market, Pt Tricham
Doy, programme  officer,
Climate Change. CSE has
his doubts < on Articke 6.2,
e sayse “The [ramework as
udapted is weak on account-
abiley. There are no stmng
consequences for countries
biv cose of |nconslst-cncles
Hlagged by experts, sich us
misegoriing of not fol
liwlng the framework s
the spirie Overall, de-sphte
Mime branspares
wres, nothing n the frame-
work prevents Farties from
trading bow-quality carbon
credita” ou

® LETTERS

Human vights under grave threat

INCE 1948, December 10 has been observed as World
Human Rights by the United Nations. The pri-
mary objective of this day s 1o ensare the protection of
fundamental humarn rights In all countries. This yearks
theme is "Cur Rights, Our Future, Right Now! trmlr
th world is wi significant ge
Desplie having npmmml the devastation and harran of
e world wars, humanity continues 10 choose war over
peace, prosperiey, and securny. Unforunately, thee brunt of
wich decisions (s barne by srdinary ¢itizens who are com-

pelled to forfelt helr fundamental rights,
Die Jitesh Mo, Kuiteh, Gujarst

Tewm Indiaata loss to recover its wits

T orefers o "Tndis crash 1o 10wke defeat in Adelaide”

in the last four completed innings in the last two jest
mitches Team Dnidla coubd only score maore than 180 ance
andd other scores read 150, 180 and 175, and we could
more than 50 evers anly once in the last 4 innings, which
sukinis up oure performance, Poor form of Rohit Sharms snd
Kohli s pulling the whole team down and the way our
batsmen per-formed in Adelaide, it made victory at Perth
Toresk like o thing of the past, With Shamiy fshuction inte
|:e vearn still not decided, our bowling amenal looks very
thin,

Bl Chovimd, Nolda

"
BAND victory in first cricket test match by Indian
eam b completely shadowed with the great win by

Absstrian teain b the second test match which conchuded
iy Jusi three days. Indian batters have provied several times
that they can exhibit excellent show with tons of runs and
alver display dismal performance with single dight scores.
C nf # batsman or bowber In superfluous form s quite
absurd as they can fly w sy and (laten on foor, Test
matches are being plaved like one day and T20 matches,
Lt s wee how the remaiiing three matches will offer 1o
s auidience.

N 5K Praiad, Hyderabas)
CM Bevanth's ereditable performance

PROPOS of Revanth carves out o niche as CM of Tel:
angand (Dec. 7), Inrn.'nhurn Hesearith Redely, thisugh
Inexperienced, has compheted a year in office s the CM of
Tebamgana credmably. Though poll promises made 1o the
peoph of Telangana seem & moantain to climb, some of
then have been hinared with de-termination, displaying
maturity and focus, which his bosses In Delhi need 1o em-
ulate, While Rahul Gan-dhi us Leader of the Opposition
and others of the Congress and INDI Alliance have been
parabyving Par-lament irresponsibly, again the Centrel
adamancy vis-a-vis Adank, Revanth has stood oot as on ex.
anm-ple o l,pohr ansd focus, prioritising Telanjgana’s welfare.
Dr. George Jacoby, Kochi

Allies should jolt Rahul back to reality

o “INDIA bloc, not consitution i Bacing ‘Khatra™
Dec. 91 Congress leader Raliul ('undhg firequent
outery that the Constitution Is under slege by waving o
small handbook ever ytime is nothing but o veiled atenyg
1o manipulste politleal narratives for politiel galns, Con-
gress which ruled India for st decades used its sbuokite
majority to arond the Conatititlon to sl its own agenda.
Besldes, Congress party introduced Arthcles 370 and 154
as temporary provisions despite Ambedkars objections 1
speclal privi-leges based o religion or allowing states o
JI.III their awn constinition o have separate hage. In view
of this, the oppositions outcry now  sclective, It
Is high time, INDIA Bloc would do well 1o advise Rahul
Gancdhi to Introspect amd stop crying \mll by saying the
Conutlution b in danger,

K R Srinlvasan, Secunderabad

Ll

TI AE kadves are oat in Opposition INDIA bog, especlally
after the drubbing sufbered by the Congress-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi ot the hands of the BIP-helmed Mahayti in
Mahurashtra, The grand old party's poor show has dented s
predaminant podltion in INDIA rmm Ing TMC and West
Renggal CM Mamata Banerpoe 1o theaw her hat [mo the ring,
Tts apparent that Hahul Gandhl, Leader of the Opposltion
I the Lok Sabba, is boslrig grosined as the face of INDIA, The
Congress has no option bt o pay heed 1o it part-ners. [n
case of mo cotrse cornection, alliance might mplode soonce
ar later, beaving the field open for the BP and PM Modi

N Sadlmsiva Reddy, Bergalurg

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALURU ONUINE

‘Bring disputed Belagavi border areas
of Karnataka under Central rule’

MUMBAL  As the Maharailitra-Rarnataka boundary
flared wp afresh, thie Shiv Sena (UBT) has demanded that
the Centre should declare the disputed border areas In and
around Bel. -agavl { Belgaum) between the two neighbours.
s Union Tereitary, heee on Monday,

Shiv Sena IUH fjl Growp Leader Aditya Thackeray
protested against the infustice met-ed oit 1o the Marathi-
speaking peope in and around Belgaum as the border dis-
pute awalts o bong-ferm solution.

“how thends a Bharatiya Janata Party government bath
I the state and the Cemtre, Why can't they solve the mat-
Im I‘rlm: Minlster Narendra Modi must intervene inye

1 it I mfstiee i
llhlllrrlim'n there,” urged Aditys Thack-eray,

e addded how the Karnataka government not only re-
fused permissbon for a conference of the Maharaahin Eki-
Rearar Samitl (MES) b Bebagovt and did not allow keaders
Fromm Iyiere fo traved there, but the local authorithes imposed

tovour Mar

i cuifew theve, “The berders are belng it Belgaim 1
and will remain an integral part of the Marathl identity,
Wie strongly condermn this Injustice 1o the Marathi

there. | appeal b the Kamataka government to ensure this
Immaedately” sabd Aditya Thackeray, speaking to the me-
dia outide the Asembly.
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A new beginning

As he begins his term as RBI governor, Malhotra has to fill
the big shoes of Das who has done a tremendous job

T MAY NOT quite be baptism by fire for the new Reserve Bank of
India (REI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra as t was for Shaktikanta Das,
who had to contend with the pandemic during his tenure at Mint
Road, However, Malhotra also has his task cut out, He has to negot|-
atealossof inth inthesharp slowdown in
the grml d-umustit product (GDP) growth for the September quarter at
5,44 wl ing that infl Is reined in, That a seasoned bureau-
crat ls replacing Das does not really come as a surprise, because the gov-
ernment |8 understandably more comfortable with an Indian Adnvinis-
trative officer who has worked in the finance ministry, The coordination
witha North Block officer can be a lot easier than with an outsider,
Indeed, there is no real case for an economist holding the Governor's
post. History shows that with phions, thek have done
falely well. However, as we have seen with Governor Das and his prede-
cessors, the mindsets of bureaucrats can change once they are in the rar-
Ifled environs of the central bank, As Insiders have pointed out, views on
whether the RBI should be the debt manager for the government or
whether the foreign exchange reserves should be used to fund infra-
structure projects have undulguru.' acumph.u.ch.anue after the move (o
Mint Street, That is under 1t pected. Afterall,the man-
dates of a central bank are different and therefove, its policies cannot
always henll,g:w:l with the pnih:;-I vxpeclntinm of the North Block,
ver, the bond Jeased that the new chief of the
a-nlril bank Iy a Ainance ministry bureaucrat because friction between
the North Block and RBI is not desirable. Malbotra, an engineerand a
1990-batch 1AS officer from the Rajasthan cadre, should be able to keep
the relationship from getting strained, Having worked as secretary both
in the department of financial services and the revenue department, he
has a fair bit of experience in the areas of banking and taxation, Mone-
tary policy s not easy to implement but Malhotrawill havean expert team
toadvise him not just in this area but also an other important matters. [t
would be interesting to see which Deputy Governor would be bandling
maonetary policy as Michael Patra is retiring next month. The new
appointment would be a erucial one as they would be of im mense use to
the new Governor amidst a very difficult economic environment,
Malhotra has to fill the big shoes of Governor Das, who has done &
tremendous job over the past slx years ly during the pand
when the central bank lHgubdity in the system was ample and the cost of
money affordable, The curvency has been relatively stable and during his
tenure, the country’s reserves have been budlt up to new levels, I'lv:quln-
tessentlal bureaucrat, Das has, with
tions across the board. He has enforced and tightcm!d H.g\.l]:lllﬂl\ tah.-u
errant entities to task, even if it meant calling out the biggest, Under his
watch, several digital initiatives have been rolled out, The central bank
under Das has also been seen as more Interventlonist in financlal mar-
kets, stamping out volatility in the exchange rate to decadal lows. A
favourite wlth th: mudia if nnt ulwiy; w!th thu bund markets, his will be
atoughact to f thevery best for
his innings at the RBIL

Crypto doesn't deserve
a tax exemption

LOBALISATION, ACOM-

PLEX phenomenon, Is

about the growth of

Interdependence across

contlnents rather than

|uat regions or within states, Further,

the Internet facilitated Instant global
communleation.

Globallsation has survived financial

crises, the worldwide Covid-19 health

emergency, and palitical Instability,

In goods and services has made a strong
comeback after the pandemic, although
recovery has been unequal across areas,
Globallsation will also survive Don-
ald Trump 2.0 and his mercantillst
threats, but italso faces challenges from
the economic and political upsets trig-
ered by Russia's | ion of Ukraine.

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ INDIA'S STEPS FORWARD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Today, every expert and investor around the
waorld is highly optimistic about Bharat,
Following the mantra of Reform-Perform-Transform,
Bharat has achieved remarkable growth that is

visible across all sectors

©® DYNAMIC TIMES
VOLATILE GEOPOLITICAL REALITIES DO NOT AUGUR THE END OF GLOBALISATION

Globalisation and India

ANITA INDER SINGH

Faundng prolesscr, Centra tor Peace and Conflice -~
Hesalution, New Calhi

navigate an interdependent world,

While China’s share of the

Milltary and economic fivalry does
nat augur the end of globallsation, The
rivalries between the US and China or
Inedla and China will nat end thIr -

Ju|1 An
with L.ermany and lnpnn which were
among the US'largest trading partners
Inthe early 20thcentury, They fought the
U8 In the Second World Warbut became

US'In\pnnudmpptd fromm 2 1% 1o 17%
between 2018 and 2022, US imports
from Vigtnam, Bangladesh, and Thai-
Tand rose by maore than 809,

The section of Indla’s econgimy that
benefited most from globalisation after
the 19904 was computer software,
India's trall-blazing software city, Ban-
galore, hecame A synonym for forelgn

Itaallles after 1945,
Honkl ort

For centuries, lssues as varled as war,
ii ieal change

Since nvading Ukraine in 2022, Ruy-

Jobs lost
CGilohallsation hualuaemmrnwad o
elgn investment In India, though it has

added layers of global connections, They
i rot take place n just one country or
one continent. Chinese and Indian tea,
1p|CEl and !\:unlluam m.'uia lhtl[‘ way

ila has

encd a third world war and
even nuclear strikes, But
Russia’s most important

India's old problems
of education,

mever reached the helghts
of FDUIn China, Unfortu-
nately, FOL in India has
fallen from net inflows of

word gl e,

Atanother, palitical level, India's first
Prime Minlster Jawaharlal Nehru
atressed that post-colonlal countries
had a global role to play and had no

fhelngh A d b, or

stral g:c partner, China, W;:ID'W and lﬁ%nr;h‘ﬂ;:x{lil‘;‘g:'
RCOg fue Hink b 1A% of GDP in A

lcs, strategy, and bloc! way LA in 2021 and further
greatpower Inthe 1 15t cen- kits ta down to & mere 0,8% in
tury, and may prefer the m AMOre 5023, Indla does nesd to
Ilmrnat)on.\lpe.wv men- active D'ml‘ll! a e itsbusiness eviron-
tial for g that lobalised world ment  more  lnvestor-

led by the nose by more powerful coun-
tries. Indian Independence and non

alignment meant that hundreds of
thousands of Indlans would no longer
serve in the Brivah-Indlan armed forces,
and that struck at the core of Britain’s
glabal milltary power In the mid-20th
century, And in the 214t century, emerg -
Ing market ecomomies, some of them
former western m]m:lm. want pnlltl-cal

clout wml.dwldn ven as it

{en of most

friendly i€t ks to remaln
:ecu:e!y anel frultfully on

themils

lngmnum.

Authoritarian Ching's econamie rise
mnlma It 2 alrateslc lhrtn( mwestem
dey depen
ﬂcmnn&.hlm.H\-Hr.\dchc‘twcenth:m
and China,and between Indlaand China
continues to grow, the latter despltea
Iungﬁmndlnghnrdumnnm

lon Is continuous and

o muleipl P

With the recent deterioration of
political relations between China and
thi West, somae multinational corpora-
thons hoped to shift to India, but India
has falled totake sufficlent sdvantage of
China's relative economie shugglahness,

India intends to achleve agtmaninb-
farta (self-rellance) to reduce imports,
Aatrmanisbhar Bharat ks intended to pro-

duce goods for Indian as well as forelgn
miarkets, But it does ereate the idea that
Imiports will he I'Eﬂrlill‘ﬂ and thus [
apainst glohall
the Hh.mlya fanta I'a:rmcm:mmem has
raksed Import dutles on a wide range of
Mmd the average import duty rose
Froem 1 5% in 202010 18, 3% n 2021,
[ndln ‘s old pmh]amu nrnd ucation,
and the
blick its way to becoming & mare active
player in a globalised world, Desplie
lboasts about economic growth, India s
simply not creating enough jobs, The
Iabour participation rate is barely 0%,
and the urban female partlelpation rate
Is esthmated at being below 6%, These
rates, amang the world's lowest, alko
highlight the waste of Indla’s much-
vaunted demographic dividend,

Laat but not least, progress can cele-
brate ethnic and religious diversity as
well as a capacity to become a global
player, In the L8zh century, when Indla
wits ruilied vy a mlx of Hindu, Muslim and
Slkh dynasties, its share of the world
economywasaround 239, In 2023 that
was 7.9 3%. That was much better than
the 2% that existed when it achieved
Independence from Beitish rule In 1947,
but less than half of China's, which was
nearly 19% in 2023, The lesson s that
Indla’s el versity is nota barrier to the

) | hatlab

alisation, But, a narrow nationalism,
which sparks sacio-political violence
and sthfles entreprencumhip, Is an
abatacle to India's abllity to contribute
ta soclo- ccnnam!r flows that will be
abally il

India ahnuld refresh its dm!apmenl
strategy. For globalisation will endure,
though will change,asstates craft new
eeonomibe and soclal pollches to advance
national and international interests.

A solution in search of a problem

K YATISH RAJAWAT

Founder, Cantra for Innevatan in Public Policy

While the idea of a BRICS currency is a powerful
negotiating tool in challenging dollar dominance,
there are more long-term solutions

14 STLY! an ical of higher peciall A BRIC dirct pxch b ATl
oncapital galns, th‘h}‘dﬂ[Ihlt’l!ilTh‘nquhl.‘mungto k pt fled tendes for hm&l! Iluma,lndl.n L‘hlnn. cles, EHDG:u:dﬂwnm:MMshcnnwr
from capital gains taxes, as President-glect Donald | rrump- o b and South Afri slon costs assockated with traditional

reportedly considering?

The mast obvious argument against the proposal ks simply that uniform tax-
ation |s better than selective tax exemptions, If a lower capital gains tax rate b
En:urahie,lm_nthc should be to make a smaller cut that applies to all assets.

xempting a single kind of asset is likeby to lead to shuses, You might think that
boasting crypto bs Impartant now, but which sector or asset will be selected next
for spectal treatment? It may be ane you don't think deserves it.

Many of the leading supporters of Tramp's tod

litkeal coasnterwelght to the dollar's dom-

trade. The transparency inherent In
CROCs also simplifl wuh

Imance Advocates seeitas a path o fl

cial soverelgnty, freeing emerging
markets from the constraints of dollar
hegemaony. But In teday's fast-evalving
financial ecosystem, where Central Bank
Digital Currences {CHDCS) are becoming

companies. You don't h-dW. to mlni this tax prupml I8 some kind of |mybad;tu
realeuut il Mext time around,

pussubng a BRICS currency
seemaanachronkstlcandeven rdundant.
CBICS, Insued by central banks and

lal supy ;ln"- i af

affer i ble taxand
reglllaturyunamwnt

Anather problem |5 that tax exemption is probably not the best route to crypta
normalisation. What crypto assets and Institutions require ls predictable treat-

powered by Blockehain or ather distrib-
uted ledger technologles, allow coun

tries to settle bilateral trade directly, as
opposed to the traditional “interim” cur-

term, making it searmbess and useful forall
parties invalved

bilateral trade. The country can avoid the
whicha BRICS

an$IDIJI|\IIIIDﬂ ~baord .u.-dn

aurrency

T, or §5-7 million, Iinmr,hrt‘llbl.

control over its trad
The strategic autononmy provided by

regulations like antl- rumql 1
(AML) and know-your-customaer [I(Yfi
norms, reducing the rlsk of fraud, dis-
putes, or delays,

Traditional cross-border payments
Incur transaction fees ranging
between 5-7% of the transaction
value. These costs arise from interme-
diary fees (11ke curresponde-m banls),

and com-
pliance expenses (AML/KYC), CHDCx
can reduce these costs (o as low as 1-

enabiled transactions 1
Hhior§1- zmlﬂlm.l‘hnmuh.-mmhags
of §4-6 million per transaction. For
nations conducting billlons of doflars in

CHDCsal va that Indla's financial
syRtems remaln insulated from undus
exhzrl\al Inﬂmce llnhkea BRICS cur-

funcy,» hich

tracle annually, this translates to billi

hlJlryur;smdLu.uarulumcenwhmh wvm
not even traded earlier,

ABRECS curvency,at best, Inasymbolle
Initiative, signalling unity agaknat West-
em financial wystema. But heyond its
negotiating clout, its practical utility s

Jlows India
to design Its I'Jnnnclal -ystom. o il
national pristities, Additlanally, CEDCx
shield against the risk of sanctions,
enahling India to transact with parners
Tl Russla without relying on the teadi-
thonal financial networks that can he
weapanised, Thie abllity to bypass cur-

ment, and on that score the nomination of Paul Atkins to lead the SEC s a good rencles like the dollar, This makes a 20 by eliminating Inter- limited, Designing a viable rency volatility, reduce settlement costs,
sign., Ina capital gains tax rate of inable? A future [ BRICS ylorthevery  mediary banks, enabling comman requires d li phiancey i
Ident could ralse the rate back to standard levels, orhigharyet. The crypmlndu: purpase it seeks to serve, With CBDCs,  direct currency exchange By leveraging a degree of economicand  ther underscores. the utllity of CHDCs In
try would still be whipsawed by politics, Indla can settle its energy trade with  between nations using ~ CBOCs, India can monetary alignment that  enhancing both trade efficlency and
Ammmptkm r‘nnry-ptnahuwnu!d ukawthopnpuhtlmol‘cmmmvﬂum Russiaindigital rup ales, Sim perable CROC plat- intal y  BRICS countries lack, financlal stability,
andnot flelal fashion, 1Iar| , Brail and South Africa can trans- forms, and reducing sovereignty while Consider lho SUr0—2 l‘hel‘lmm:lalwldnmmlngwam
Fortax-1 t‘muu\nnw.r.\ngmgﬂum 4Dl[k}p|anuln[|b\= tnpenulmfumi.dimwmﬂll Irrcllymlhuulnuding:opegumlr delays and assoclated I, decentrall
cles th iyt i toastandard tender, costs through real-time enabling lltmpeanllnlunsdeopocu bloe- |ﬂﬂﬂLl5l‘Il‘-'I\E|ell WI:ile lM Ianuf
dbose | ol hele fund CROCS effickency Hes In thelr digital- settlements. cost-effective il ABRICS
hmmldbvunl’aﬂun.\tplfcwpw became a prefrred tax- first nature, Traditional cross-border pay- For instance, the Bank and efficient tively nllgnad monctary ing tool in chal Inng!ng dollar dami-
I hiicle forkower o o rk cnls rely on a mulu layered system for International Setile- bilateral trade pelicies, the euro has faced nance, there are maore long-term solu-
1l latile in the future,and are ks, oty e () T pOrts I ey PO¥l0dlIC crises. Imagine  tlons. The future lies In CHDCs,

Lis
till more lkely it with seams

huklxmn practices. nxlmu'bwuuuly true even Lfyr:u Illu. me.

fm' Worldwlde Inlerlunk Jlnnnﬂnl

Integrating CBDC could

5 networks, and ! Tmﬁ
In a world of tax-free cryplu.lhu.e most Illmlylo hold adding el pli and
transaction fees.

crypto are also amang the least likely to have fancy lawyers
ikt Tewould i

TYLER tivee to hald erypt wtrongest for diversifi "‘::mlr:am
COWEN

talised Institutlons with financial expestise.

hile, CRDCE enable near-
Instantaneous sertlements powered by
distribnted |adk hnok fatallon

direct, transactions between cen-

Anotherissue s oneof ta arbltmpe. [fo lyare
Boambarg nat taxed on thele capital gains many ather nvestment viehl-
les might overtime, b than

holding equity in a company, why not hold a crypl.n takin backid Iy that same com-
pany? That ks hard to do under r.nduymws and regulations, but |I may well become
easberunderaTr

e e That thiien, by ly should notbe
easa way i
hubau[argummt infavour of the i tion's proposal s sim-
ply that crypt Kindaf asset,not moneyitselfbut ke money in some
w.wn ll}'nu Ii?il your lnhu}rmr he does not
Ing that Ital gain™on your money. So why

ﬂlmllﬂ you be taxed on the capital gains if you used crypto to buy a car? Further-
mire, sometimes crypto assets are tuened over very mpldly in successlon, for
Instance asa part of arbitrage In Defl aystems,

Asthose practices grow and become mose normalised, they will require com-

tral banks, This eliminates the need for
Iintermediaries, reducing the time and
costs of routing payments through mul
tiple layers. Furthermore, by allowing

cut cross-border payment costs by up to
50-75%, depending on the system's
adoption seabe,

replicating this experiment
amaong BRICS nations with vastly diver-

;nd r'umwuwphllamﬁhie- —lt'salogisi-

hasAML de EYCadda
{on,

India, qudy a lmderln digital pay-

ments, has ising

Blockchain-enabled trade mechaninms,

and digital ecosystems that transcend

the need for any interlm currency,
Indla and Its BRICS partners should

BOC adoption,

leldlng mbuut lln.\ru.lnl lnanlch\'

cBDCs, belng mhemml}' Irnconhk' and
plify thsese procedses, educing

CHDCRovera ERILhcumM}tm ltasurvl-
Bank of India (REI) I’I?laa ing the

g bilatesal ag tal-
hmdm thelr unbque needs, A RRICS cur-
rency, while idenlogically appealing, is a

THE EDITOR

Syria’s victory

The groundswell of antl-Assad
sentiment across Syria, coupled with
the innate human langing for
freedom, brought down his regime,

plicated adjustments to tax law, But it s unlikely those adjustients would be Bashar al-assad brought it (his
tougher than all the changes necessary to prevent vaslous forms of tax arbltrage downfall) en himsell, The Assacl
through tax-free  Crypia. Crypto assets also come with very good record-keeplng regime colapsed under the sccumu-
systems, which shoul Inted waight of its brutaities. The key
1t s entively appropriate to want to create.a worlabl and predictable regula from the fall of the regime s
ory farerypto. But it's img poaverboard and gl P that the people of a country cannot
prlfl,‘wnml Imntmenr ba held in oppression for long or

rupee, which has significant potential lur mll:ad’th._zblhunturymnnowymdm
10- 200 in h\tmmtlmi»l trade, 'Ihls Ln cronn-border trade, Ry ging CHDCs, not
hupen:wlngam Inciacar i g i1 Ine the next wave
b sy 7 il g cont-effectiveandefich of tinanclal y
indefinitely. Thmubmnambu ional aid for of previding cleaner and sustainabl

popular uprising against &

Syria should get
Its rec len mnd

regime. The departure of Assad marks
@ turning paint in the histary of Syria,
Fram new anwards Syria should
shape up as a country inwhich all
people feel a sense of balonging ta
the natlon and find space ta unlack
their patential. The new leadership
should choose the path of democracy
and keep the country inclusive; it
shoudd disavew and shun extremism
and sectarianizm. The post-Assad

goodwlll for a reboot of it relations
with the world,

=3 David Miltan, Maruthancode
Decorum and grace
Aprepas of "Tweeminute fame" (FE,
December ¥} Cla's founder Bhavish
Agganwal's spat with Kunal Kamrm was
not called for and he could have easiy
Ignored it. He should rememiber that
he and his company sre In the jaurney

EV solutions to the consumer and
their focus is to fing tune the technical
glitches in thew product and better
after sales services. Taking potshots
with companies and other individuals
are avoidable distractions, He indeed
has along rosd to travel and learn
mare than a thing from stahwarts like
Anand Mahindra,

~Hal Govind, Nolda

@Write o us at felettorsmesprassinda com

Regd. Na: OL-21060/05-05 RN Ne 26750/76, Printed ond Published R.C.Malhotraon hal i Indian Expross (P L nnr- o Thas irw JHLIWMI IPI Lt flnl AJI Secrar. J' Moida - 201501 and ublis a¥ I|.Il| lan Ex| ruu ] Lt ruuamm*rnnr pross Bulldng, ¥4 10, Bahadur Shah 2afsr
g % /: dard Ih batifod The Inlan Exprasa (¥ L aed printaclat The nch i fre d. publithed: dian Express (F] td, e Iding, i Shah 2af;
I red! o o itor

Harg, New Defhi-110002, Phone: 0130-6451500, (Cover price: Patrac Mon-Fri 8132, sm lsuu " Ha.pur areFri 12, Sat & Sun #12) C

Indlian Exp

@ e @

¥ ghlioitobemieintmiotel pm withaut priar written permiasian is pnhlhllud The Financial Epross®

Ilnanclaiex'p,ep%_l .. .

New Dalhi

under the PAS Act) @Cepyright: The

@ 00 O a=




CHENNAL www.thehindu.com « Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Text&Context

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of new faces
in AAP's second list of

Retail inflation for
farm workers in the

sex-ratio at birth in

abysmal

Number of people
led in Haiti's capital

The increase in India’s
copper demand in the

candidates

The Aarm Asdmil Party released
ls Its second list of 20 eandidates

for the upcombng Dethi
assemily polls, dropping 18 sitting MLAs
and maving twio others, including senior
leader and former deputy chiel minkster
Manksh Sieodia, to new seats, Mr, Sisodia
will new cantest iom Jangpura, m

month of October

2022-23

I pér cent. Retall

qG Inflation for farm
aFea workers and rural
|abourers eased to 5,56% and 6%, in
October from 6,36% and 6.39% in
September. The All-India Consumer Price
Index far Agricultural Labourers reglstened
an Increase of 11 points In October, o

The Bihar governmisit
Is alarrmed aver the

ratio at birth" (SRE), and has decided to
atrictly implement measures for checking
female foeticlde, The SRE — the number of
female births per §,000 male births — has
been declining In the Seste, m

Stme's abyamal “sen

due to gang violence

The UN rights chiefl said
that 164 people had been

the Haitian capital, rocked by a spike in
gang vialence, The violence was
orchestrated by the leader of a powerful
gang In the Haltian caplial of
Part-au-Prince, In the Cite Solell area. s

13

killed cver the weakend in

fiscal year of 2024

In per cent. India's copper
cdemand grew by 13% annuvally
ta hit 1,700 kiby tonnes in FY24,
ditven by the rapid pace of infrastructure
development and bullding canstructions,
the international Copper Assackatken indla
sald on Manday,
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On reforms in merchant shipping

Have the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and the Coasting Vessels Act, 1838 failed in addressing the contemporary needs of the merchant marine sector? What are

somne of the international maritime conventions that India has ratified? Will the new Bills address maritime training and education as well?

EXPLAINER

Amibtabh Kumar

The story so far:
e Government is preparing o
introduce several significant
hills aimed at driving
much-needed reforms in the
shipplng industry, Key among them are
the Merchumt Shipping Bill, 2024 and the
Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024, both of which
prarmise o hring transformative changes
1y hoost the sector,

Why a new hill?
The Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and the
Coasting Vessels Act, 1838, which the new
bills aim to repeal, hive become outdiged
wngl fail to address the COREMpoTry
needs of the merchant marine sector.
Significant regulatory gaps exist
particularly for vessels ope
odfshore sector which compri
50% of Inclian-Aagged vessels.
Furthermore, maritime tridnlng was
liberalised allowing private sectar
participation, yet there is no legal
frimewark in the existing Act to regulate
thieir activities effectively,

Thie Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, also
restricts seafarers' Wl'ﬂ:lﬂ.' provisions to
Irvilinn-flagged ships, despite 85% of the
280,000 aerive Indian seafarers working
om foreign-lagged vessels, Additionally,
the Act lacks enabling provisions for
implementing certain international
convenitions that India has signed or plans
oy ratify, Crucially, the outdated,
license-era provisions of the Act have
become a roadblock to modernising
maritime administeation, which needs 1o
transition from being a mere regulator o
a regulatar-cum| ator, therehy

in the
nearly

it becomes difficult for cash buyers 1o
register the vessels for their final voyage,
as they no more remain ‘seaworthy’, To
peclctress challenges faced by the ship
recycling incustry, the Bill introduces

promoting the "ease of doing

What are the features of the Merchant
Shipping Bill?

The Merchant 8hipping Bill introduces
sigmibficant chuanges o modermnise Indias
muritime framework, drawing upon the
Isest practices of keading maritime
jurisdictions like the LUK, Norway, and
Singnpore. Some of the key reform
measures include:

i) Ease of registration: the existing law
restricts vessel registration e entities with
10K Inclisn ownership, The new Bill
proposes significant reforms to attract
Foreign investment. It also reduces the
ownership threshold for Indiom
citizens/entities from 100% to SI%,
erabiling more Aexibility, 1t allows Limited
Linbility Parmerships (LLPs),
toon-Resident Indians (NRIs), and
Owerseas Citizens of India (0C15) to own
and register Indian vessels, This is in line
with the law of the U8, where Green card
halders are permitted to own American
Hagships or Singapore law where
permanent residents can own ships of
thlr fligs., It also permits foreign entities
1y hold shares in Indian vessels while
ensuring majority ownership remains
with Indian entities, NEls, or OCls,

Addditionally, the Bill allows the
registration of vessels chartered by In
entities under the burebost
charter-cum-demise, enabling

F for emparary reg of
vessels destined for demaolition, This
measure is expected o bolster activities al
Indiw's ship recycling hubs like Alang,

i} Enlarging the scope of vessels: the
eisting Act regulates only mechanised
ships (engine fitted vessels) above a
cortain size, keaving smalker mechanisod
vessels and all non-mechanised vessels
outside its ambit, This regulstory gap has
aliowed many vessels to operate without
adequate oversight. India's offshore
drilling sector gained pri e i 1974

Qulck ehange: Catamaran boats pass by amerchant pay

g anchared off Vsakhapatnam, PLE PHOTD

security, making Indis's coastline safer
and maore secure,

What about marine pollution?
The Government has recently undertaken
severu! initiatives w minimise pollution
from shipping activities, Some of the
measures include reducing the sulphur
content in marine fuel from 3.5% to less
than 0.5%, banning the use of single-use
plastics on Indian ships, and lawnehing
the online partal ‘Swachh Sagar’
faeilitste the proper disposal of
ship-generated waste at Indian ports.
The International Miritime
Organization (MO} has adopted several
converticns aimed at prevemting and

whien Sagar Samrat, a merchant vessel
aleuignr_'r.l for exploratory offshore drilling,
drilled the first well in Bombay High,
Since then, the offshore sector has
empliyed a diverse range of mechanized
und non-mechanised vessels, such as
accommosdation barges, work barges,
submersibles, and drones, However,
these vessels remain either unregulited
or inadequately regulated under the
current framewnork, exposing the sector
o nrmﬁ(lunul and safety risks,

Thie new Bill seeks o address this lssue
by expunding the definition of ‘vessels” o
uniformily inchude s wide range of erafts,
Imcluding submersibles,
semi-submersibles, hydrofoils,
non-displacement crafts, amphibious
crafts, wingin-ground crafi pleasure
crafts, barges, lighters, Mobile Ofishore
Erritling Units (MODUS), and Mobile
Offshore Units {MOUs), whether

I 5 L0 Ul of
vessels at the end of the charter period.
This provision, particularly beneficial for
capital-deficient entrepreneurs, facilistes
entry into the shipping industry without
upiront imvestment,

India s the second largest ship
recycling centre after Bangladesh, and the
ship recyeling industry praciises the
concept of cash purchase of the vessel
beefiores it is browght for demoliton, Ofter

»
K

hanised or not. This definition is

expected o enhance mansparency and
ensure comprehensive regulitory
owersight in the offshore sector,

Furthermaore, the 26/11 Mumbai
uttacks, which exploited gaps in maritime
security, underscored the urgent need for
stricter regulation of all categories of
vessels, By empowering suthorities to
issue instructions tw all types of vessels,
the new Bill aims o strengthen coastal

marine poliution, such as the
Civil Liahility Convention (CLC), the
Convention on Limitation ut'LI||hu'iilyun
Maritirme Clajms (LLMC), the Bunker
Convention, the International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(MARPOLY, and the Wreck Removal
Convention, The existing law, however,
has either omitted or partially
implemented these conventions. The new
Bill fully incorporates these internationd
conventicons, aligning India's maritime
regulatory framework with global
stundurds. This comprehensive approsch
reinforees India's commitment to
combating marine pollution and
safeguarding the itime environment
tor sustuinuble shipping practices,

of welfare measures inftisted by the Union
government o inclsde Indian seafirers
working on foreign-flagged ships as well.
Furthermaore, it seeks to extend the
protections and benefits sutlined in the
Maritime Lubour Convention (ML) to all
Inlian seafurers, ensuring hetter working
conditions, safety stundards, and support
systems for those contributing to the
global maritime indusiry,

‘What about muritime training?

Undler Entry 25 af List 1 (Undcn List) of the
Constitution, the Union Government is
responsible for the education and training
of the mercantle marine and the
regulation of such education and training
provided by Staes and other agencies, In
the past, maritime training was primarily
conducted hyp;wt!rnlm_'nt-run
institutions directly under the
achministrative control of the maritime
regulator, the Director General of
Shipping. Consequently, there was no
need for a specific legal framework
regulate these instinetions,

However, following economic
lihernlisation, maritdme traindng was
apened to the priva ctor, Todwy, over
160 mvaritime tradning instiluies operaie
acrnss the country, vet their activities are
governid solely by rubes, government
arclers, and notifications mther than an
ennbling legal framework. This regulatory
gap has allowed unauthorised institutes tw
wperate without obtaining proper
approvals, making it challenging for the
maritime acdministration 1o take action
against offenders,

The proposed Bill seeks w address this
significant anomaly by introducing chear
legal provisions for regulating maritime
training in line with the conssinstional
mandate, This step is expected (o
eliminate illegal maritime raining
institutes and associated frawdubent
prictices, which often exploit
LrsLs g rural youth, while ensuring
the delivery of high-quality, standardised

maritime education nationwide,

Is there a focus on constal shipping?
The Governmaent has tken s significant
step by distinguishing between the
technical regulation of ships and the
commercial utilisation of Indian coaseal
witters, remaoving provisions related o the
latter from thee Merchant Shipping Act,
The: speets, including licensing,
permissions for operations along the
Indian coast and Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ), creation of a cosstal plan
imvalving the Uniom and State:
integration of inkand and coastal shipping,
e been incorporated into the proposed
Coustal Shipping 2024, This focused
approuch aims to foster growth and
development of the Indian constal sector,
The miove aligns with the
Government's flagship “Sagarmala’
program, which emphasises the
promuotion of constal shipping through
initintives like dedicnted berths for coastal
vessels and enhanced hinterland
comnectivity for coastal cargo movement,
Infrastructure development and a robust

What are p 18 For seafl "
The remarkable growth in the number of
Ingdian seafurers employed on
foreign-flagged ships over the last 78
years stunds out as one of the biggest
success stories in Inclian merchant
shipping. The workforee has grown from
116,000 in 200516 10 2,85,000 today,
with nearly B5% of these seafarers serving
on foreign-Aagged vessels.

However, the existing Act lacks
provisions for the welfure and safety of
this vast workforce working on
foreign lagged vesels, The proposed Bill
addresses this gap by extending the scope

vi LSt Progress

ly, making the i i
of the Coastal Shipping Bill both timely
and essential,

Maritime development, like any
developmental initiative, shoulkd remain
Iipartisan and above party politics. By
{ostering investrment, enhancing safety,
combating marine pollution, and
supparting sesfarers” welfure, the
proposed reforms promise (o unlock the
true potentinl of Indiz's maritime sector,

Amitahh Kumar is Former Divector
Gemeral Shipping, Govermment of India,
Views expressed are personal,

wanl

THE GIST

The Merchant Shipping Bill,
2024 Introduces sgnificant
changes to modenmise India's
aritime framework, drawing
upon the best practices of
Leading maritime jurisdictions
bikies thee LK., Morway, and
Slngagare,

Unsdles Entey 25 of List 1 [Union
List) of the Constitution, the
Union Govermment |
responsliste for the education
and training of the mescantile
marine and the regulation af
such education and wuning
provided by States and atber
agenches,

-

The Government has recently
unidertakien several initiathes
ra minimise paliution from
shapping activities. Seme of the
st Include reducing the
sl phir content in marine fuet
froem 3,55 1o less than 4,5%,
Bannirg the use of single-wse
plasties o Indian ships e
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Turning the page
The new RBI governor's first test will be an the external front

Teer mwch nntlelpation, the Union government en Manday appointed

Revenue Secretary Sanjuy Malhotra next governor of the Reserve

Bunk of Indin (RBT), The term of incumbent Governor Shaktikanta

Das ends today, Mr Malhotra, an engineerdng graduite from the
Tnelhin Testitute of Technaslogy, Kinpae, with a masters degree In public polley
from Princeton University, 1s o 1990 batch officer of the ellte Indian
Adminisrative Service, Interestingly, the government for the second tme (n a
yow has chosen a career buresuerat and net a professlonal economist (o lead
the REL The decision may have been motivated by the experience of Mr Das'
verm, which rrely witnessed friction between the REI and the government.
However, with the Budget-making process underwiy, the Minlstry of Finance
wlll v to quibekly Mnd & replacement for M Milheot e,

Mr Duis’ term over the past six years was falely challengiog for both the
Inclinn econoany nnd the RBL Lurgely bocause of the pandemic, The RE! had to
ke emergency mossures and ensure the nanclal system remalned resilient.
While the RE] took several steps durlng and after the pandemie, there are two
areas [rem palley and finuneial susbility points of view that are worth discussing
here. First, the RB] ksan inllatlon-targeting central bank. Although the respon-
wlblliey of settlng the polley Interest rate [s now with the six-member Monetary
Policy Committes (MPC), the tenm of any governor will, In part, be udged by
the record on inflation mansgement. In s cegard, it is fair to argue thar the
REI underestimated the inflationary Impulse over the past few years, However,
ange it sarted policy dghtenlog, It did well o not revemse it prematarely, The
MPC s willlng to walt to complete the disinlatlon process.

The second |s external-sector munagement. Adter initinl velatility during
the pundemic, as lange global contral banks started pumping liquidity into the
wystern besldes wklng the polley rates to rear zero, India witnessed a signbiicant
wmarge In capltal linflows. The RBL did well to absoit excess ows H TENETVEs
helped a grest deal In 2002, when lange centrad banbks, led by the United States
(LIS) Federal Reserve, Incromsed policy interest rites in a coorddnated wiry to deal
with inflation, Globel currency markees witnessed slgnificant volatility, Although
the rupee did depreclate durdng this perled, the mpact was lmlied because of
the active intervention of the REL Muistaining stability on the external front by
been one of the highlights of the RBI'S efforts over the past few years, In [act,
some ceonomists hive argued that the nupee i too stable. It has indeed been
overvalued, which can affect the competitiveness of tradable sectom,

Inthi ext, Mr Mall s chall il be to ensure that curmrency-market
Interventiony do not becorme u burden on the trdable sector while containing
excess|ve volatility, This mpect will be closely watched from the very beglnning ol
Tiks temiire, Palley changes promised by US Presldent-elect Donald Tranp ean
Taye slgnificans implications for eurreney markets, On the inlation frent, while
the projections suggest that the inflation mte will align with the tagget of 4 per
cent bn the second quarter of next fnanclal year, the RETand MPC will need to be
cireful and engire that the decline ls disrable. While the RBL expects growth to
recover in the coming quaners, surpelses on the lower side could put pressure on
the centrd hank 1o suppost growth, One of the kmportant wols in the oolkic of
modern centril banks Inmmmunimllun This bmproved nlmirl.cm ity durlng Mr
Dhoe” e aned s something Mr M will e exp 4 vy bkl oet, Besldes, it
will be Interesting to soe 8 the RELchisnges It stance on crypocumenclos,

Reckoningin Syria
Bashar al-Assad's ouster adds to West Asian tumult

Jth Syriun dictutor Bashar al-Assac's precipltate Night to Moscow

Tess thisr 15 days alter sebela led by a breakiaway al Gueda affilinte

Hayat Tahrlr al-Sham {HTS) and the Turklsh-backed Syrlin

Nattonal Army overran the country, geo-politics in West Asia b
grown more complex and tumultuous than ever, Desplte the celebrations in
Pramscus over the end of al-Assad's 24-year rule lollowing 13 years of civil
i, [t 8 by o menns clear whet her stubdlity will setuirn (o this country of 25
milllen people, 90 per cent of whem live below the poverty lne. [ two maln-
wtays of agriculture and ofl, which accounted for abour half ity gross domestic
precuct before the clvil war, hive been hit by drought and economle sanctions,
al-Assid's overthirow wis the result of the distractions af his ehilel backers, thie
Iran-sponsored Hexbollah and Russinn President Viadimir Putin. A penceful
transition of power appears possible with the sitting Prime Minkster agrecing
o conperiie with the rebels, As yet, however, there are more troubling questions
than reissiing Arswers over Syrin and West Asla’s fueire,

Though the FITS has positboned itell’ ns o moderate force, (s chief Aby
Mohammed al-Tulani has resolved o establish Sunnd idam, This will represent o
mmigdor power shift and the kstory of coups ln West Astn suggests thit this process
I wanileely to e pencifial, 1n Syrla 2 par cent of the people are Sunnl and 13 per
cent Shia, Al Assd came from the Aliwhe community, a Shiasect that had gabbed
povweer and resources in the 25 yeurs of his fmily's rabe, TS akso has o grim repu-
atdon lor hisman rights abuses inareas it contoks, Power plays by other reglonal
actin ilso hing In the balance, lirael, for instance, has setzed oontrol of a demill-
tarised baffer zone vacated by the Syrian army between Syrin and the Gelan
Helghts on grounds thist Tel Aviy winted to ensure that no hostile foroe establishes
Il lor it borders, The delence minlster hus sdd the occupation was temporary,
Sipce lrael n ot known to retreal rom terrltory It ocouples, Its presence In the
buifer xone coukd be p potential source of conflict with the incoming regime. It is
wrechenr now how lstael's principal reglonal enamy, Tran, will respond to the defeat
o lis Syrtan cllent, Russla, the other princhial al-Assid backer, withd rew b nivval
andd by issets Moo Syrla ihiead of the rebels’ advance, Meatiwhile, Turkiye's
role adds a bevel of complexity over resettling the 3 million Syrian refugees in the
eountry and seeldng to crush Kurdish sepurtise groups, which may make commoen
caune with Syran groups fighting for nutononmy

Adlcbec to this mix s the United States (US), In the thioes of o preakdential
tranaition. On Sundsy Presidont Joe Biden suthordsed US aimerikes nguinst llamic
State e Incentrid Syrda 1o ensure thiv this antl-Amerean groupdng does not
becomea lctor in Syrla, The nature of US rﬂlﬂhllh with the tncoming reglme haw
niot been articulated, though the abrape regl
Involvement. President-elect Donad Frurnq\ v-hulm.l ordered a strike unnﬁyrlun
alrbase In 207 (when he wis Presicentt in retallation to o chemical attack on LS.
Bunchoed rebels, hivi sk he s walting for eventsto play out before committlng him-
el Triedlen will ndwe meed to walt and see bow this wifects the turbulent reglen.

OPINION 9

American exceptionalism

Earnings growthin the USwill be
anywhere else in the world

here hos boen & sores of antlclen and com-

mants by numerous market observers on the

United Staten (US) equity morkee, and the
nenr-universal belied that it i the anly market wrth
Envisting [n. Moit of thess markol obwervem ang af
thoe view tht the US in In a bubble and we ane seelng
peak US bulllshness, The consensus remalng over-
whelmingly positlve on the US snd many global
Irvvestor have glven wp looking st ather geographles
Tk ool nasibsts [EMa), Thic EM nsset clis ciir-
vently has werious challenges [n trying to remakn rel-
evant, Much of the global outlook for 2025 and
beyond contdnues to balleve that the US s the only
ket roally worth spending tme
i Investiient dellass on,

Looking of thidasa, [ ey o ieo
why everyone In positive on the US,
wind whiy the contrarlans ie deeply
uncomfortable with the curent level
of posltive nentlment powards L8
usuots, Amerlean aquities hive mas-
nively outperformed those (n all other
pographiin, genarilly over the yein
bt especially so wlter the global finan
hal crists (J00K), Slnce the beglnning
ol 2000, i this 15 yours 1l the end of
20024, this LIS minelets have ot performed, MSC]Werld
ecpulthos in 14 of the 18 year, The only excepilon 42017
§thwe fhrse year of the Towmp admdnkstrtion . Since 2000,
US oqulties have outperformed MSCI Developed and
EMs fes-US) by 38 timis, Over the past 10 yvear, the
SEP 500 has ourperformed Furopean equities by 77
et ot oy ancd M ocqialbhos by %7 e caiit i
iy by exceptions) numbsem!

The US today nccoams for abow 67 per cont of
tha MSC] Warld equity indlces, meaning that car-
porite America |s worth more than twice all other
enarket comibined! Thi nesxt bgges markit [ Japan,
with nn bndex wolghting of only 5 per cent.

I vy el sewssion on global squitles, anywhere o
tha wirlel, mae thin 90 per cent af the tlime i spent

AKHSH PRAKASH

fasterthan

ILLLEGTRATION: BINAY §INHA

o the LS. 1t s the only markes which seems (o mistar,
Al ather markets and global trencds key off the U8,
Todny LS wtocks tradie ot near-record abnohats
and relative mubtlples w global stocks, Thede high
atiltlplis are not oily due to the Magnificent 7
LApple, Microsolt, Google parent Al phnbot, Amazon,
Nwlddia, Mata, and Teslud, 1T wa look ut the S&P403
fe-Magnblleent 7, and campure them to European
Unden equitles, there i a valuation premivim U5
compiiiles énjoy sross every malof sector, This val-
wition premium |s Hnked 1o structurally higher
Rt Gn ity
However, It wis not always so. Th relstive gap
In valuation and performance in
Favour of US equitien openied up
after the global financlal crisls,
While the crlsks wos largely controd
o the LS, thraigh i comblnition
of aggressive and rapld pollcy
renponsen and the willlngness of
corporuie America to restruciung
and focus an profiabllicy, the US
Takr 0wt fter B0,
1we go back In ime, lending up
10 the crlsls, til the end of 2007,
renter Europe had o higher markat
capitallsution and welghting in global Indices than
the LS, From the beglnning of 2002 to 300, In tha
wlght=yonr period leading up o the crsls, MSCWorkd
ouperfomed the S&P SO0 Inneven of the alght yeum,
INI‘IlrLII: 1o Iimigihine Rockiy bt Back |n 10K, Japan
wilghting in global | the L5
ellel, el wian the most valtiable and most expenslive
market in the world
While the US has the bess long-term oy of
all mnjor equity markets, about 7 per cont real, It han
not wlwiys been none-way bet, There have been peri-
acli ol flve yoars, of evin bonges, whin |t laggzed glolal
markets, The LIS wis not always o deloult overweght
N W seerm Lo s today,
Comblied with lts stellar performanee over the

runl N5 i, ok v Jurie s gt LS Uit lons near-
v an all-thime highs, only surpassed on the Schiller
CAPE (eyelleally adjustec PE) by Internet bubshle
readings of the year 2000, Fven on sentimens (nd)
cators, on any sirvey of professlonal fund managers,
Tbublintirsess on the US his never baen highar. Retall
montment indbestors are ulso near all-tima highs and
retil] fows [nke equilthes have mrely baen higher
Whille the jury 18 still out on whether US equities
mone beoadly are In o bubble, there are parts of the
oot e anseti 1o cryplo cirnencles which seam
i b In o speculative frensy,

L can see tha congraran case, US equities hove
hnd wn amaing ren in the past 15 yeam, after 2008,
O both sensiment anc valuation, resdings have meely
een higher. It |8 n consensus that one should never
et agulnst the US, and the US welghting in global
Inedloen s near all-tme highs. Por anyone with any
Tl [n reggressbon o thi e, s g classb: setp,

1 arm sympnghitle o this view and for an Endlvia
aunl Inwvestar, or anyone mannging propretary capltal,
It makes sense to gracually underweight the US and
fada the momentum, The LS markets miy or miy
it B i Babible, bt we are delinitely at poak pos-
leviry oo LIS equalty ansets. A perkod of underperion-
rince i due to the LIS,

A ractical cadl, 1t bs very ewslly possible thar the
US can underperform global eoultles for o ve-yeur
perlodd, Given the relugive starting polnts of viluation
today, can the US log other murkets for o perlod of
et Delnliely. Both EMs and Europe are due a
bounce and are consensus underwelghts, This, how.
avar, vy mind s o tactical, rrading call, Cver longar
petlods, the US his delivened the best returni and
st rerakn the core of any global equity allocation,
It e I Irrovintlomn and technolagy |s just too great
and the Intense focus on profitabllity s swch that
ubtlmately earnings growth will be fster there than
i hiore slie I the woeld,

For instirutonal lovestons the declaon in more
e, Glven the hazardows nature of netlve money
minagement iy, most funds cannot afford the
underperformance dit belng too early in wnder
wnlghtiig the LIS will guiaranteo, Maiy of thes fuids
hivdl bees nchvocating this relative switch awiy from
LIS exqubtlen for the past Bve yonrs and, having got it
testally wrong, sre uncomsfortabie sticidrng their nock
out agaln. 1t s impossible 1o get the tmlng rght as
o when relative US underperformance will begln,
“Trees do not wrow 1o the dky, the US cannot outper
form Forever. It cannot become HO-HS por cent of
ahobal Indiees. Sothis severssl of fortume will hyppen,
1t I st impossible o predict when.

Ui ntich a altuation 1t bs easlor to manage yoi
o maney snd be accountable to yoursel! wnd tke
e rlak of being early, Most inntiturional imestors
o mot have thee tolerance o fee any etended pedod
ol wnderpetformance, Thiey will by definktlon be lite
i veneligg wwiary fromm thelr US welghtings, They will
Toalberw, ot lend,

Tl aeaat e e wieh Armsonsnaon Cigolad

Promise of level playing field in the Al age

naturlly, Beskdes the mumy electom] victorks

e sethachs s wel | as geopolltienl disuptions
with fa-meae hing i plications, the Fellowing st
captines aallee of Lindla [0 e year that woiikd soon
b gone = ggalnst a sertlngol Intense competl kon
and the promsbe of a kel playing Hekd,

Armong buslness tends, gquick commane Js o
e acharbuster for 2004, Started by smaller starups
wiach o 2 ptow Ith A-somethlng lovndo s and by ol
hicsots of Kood-detivery plingans ke Swigy and 2 omata,
oo bs b Ing espen mamied by the blgger companles
Hlee Ao aind Fliphat {owied by
Walmarnth, [naunlgie ole mwrsal,
the srmaller (s are foe lng the b
anestoe hangs thelr s ness modal
ek ared foat,

Nasdt, spectiiom R sibelllte ¢ o
i nlention {smeom} hisbeen o con-
e itk s thiough the year, wiih
Tl bk g doorimsocd fir and agal st
ation of alrvwaves, Those secking
the suctlon mute (o challengling
rrurmlﬂmns Irbornat onale s g

and exporhmenis have shown In
st o) e arged tha bidding in
st o would ensune o level pliving
Flekd with rotilla tele phairy, Hodlan telsooim adimlnls
trators shoukd mn ke st om tike off o the e kst
withiou tge tting distractad by any kobly, Arecent rcmy
In Parllarmsent by de tolossm minisor mgrests t
the kevel plad ng Held will beensmd whike adminls
vl y all ot ng spectiisin boame om pliers M the
Teart of the besise Isthe Supme me Coun judgeman of
Pabraary 2008 uphalding suetlon as the prelermd
rrsosche ol n et g mearee pabillc nesoures | ke telecom
s, Wialbe the cou it 1 ot reviewed the judis
e, the gove it belbeves that lws gove ming
wateon (i the Teleconm Billallow admdnisrative allo:
cnthon ol alrvwaves Armkd e debumeon the kevel plinlig

I'I bt e a0t e year whien looking back comes

NIVEDITA MOOKE

chiese thet

NOT FOR PROFIT

Dheled, sntoomm b expectod o usber In ansther evel of
conmeetiviny In the remotest b merland,

In bsshoss, riothal e s commplete without Al -
Telal Il lige nee por Go nAl, The [ndia vish of Jonsen
Huang, chlel executhe ollleor of Santa Clam based
Nybd e, and hisconversathon with Rellance Industrles
Chnlrrrsn Muskesh At e the futum of Al rwnﬂ;h'
triggered many partnership diseusdons in the
P nany the reportcardso Birin Indiaon AL samblgu
ol [baiern s o bon idroomd keusdons on Alare
alll Fow, s consultant workdrg n this apea mat i1,
e couiag o Invest sarkous money In Al s mbsing
I Iracdln LoVl sl bl gron s e
kg tlrny staps, o least, In belng Al-
edduented, Soma ool pun ks, nchid-
Ing armngg the blgmest, huve m ade 1t
rnndatory for every executlve 1o g
tor Altiinlng

Apphe and s Incressing share In
corwumer electmnks exports from
Tl v ben o tal kg polntolthe
yenr oo, Apple phanes, man fac-
il vy |8 v dor oo pan s sl
s Fosoonn an dothars, aceounied for
#5 billlon worthel exports rom India
L1 In 202324, Exports doubledto $10bI-

Hen In 202324, How will the Apple-
lindla vimjoctiry pliy et vsh-vin the ol mani-
Eneruring un iverse from bere on?

Alsy i mcord number of Ikl pubd ke ofTerings
(PO s Boen o besdline tme and agaln this war,
A 2024 dhranws 1o ¢ dos, the amber could fall shon
ol 100, whileh I8 ol v sch, Ban the blgses [P0 &6 i,
Trom South Koman auomeblk mador Hyundal, fd-
lord by the red berring prospectis of L Hlectionles,
ey o Bty Banean, wtodd ot ot timse of politicnl
ol fnthe East Aslon courtry, W Samsun g joln
il [P0 Wiz v ? Asthe e year ills b, sode othi e
ira g [PCK oonbd be In preparmeey o, nclwding
e the bovse of Rellance Jo ard probably Fliplkart,

Illlllnn:llllwnl' hiie

and wandens, “perhagsth

T v

Aded, Ina tare colneldence, thinee of the lnngest
Iruaslnesa houses — Tata, Rollance Industries, and
Adan] Group — were [n the handl Ines, forvery dif-
Tarnt e, While the salt-to-saltware conglom-
ernte rade defining noads 1nto now bl neses
s h i sembconductar and military alieralt man
Tacturing, ltwasthe pn\nlhﬂnﬂl’n?ﬁl Batan Tamand
sl thion ol bl rother Noel Tats as s sucoes-
s ot 'Tata Truss, which contrmlsés percent In'Tata
Som, that strock achord [noan everwhilinlng way,
For Rellance Induarios, the stary woddingol Anamt
Amband in Jarmnagne, Gulara, stoed out as a high-
polntaven as the gioup made & ddes |n some key
socton, [ the case of Adanl, it wis tho laest mtack
lrsins unexpected quartars — the LS Securlthes and
Exe hange Commibssion andUS Atomey s O Mo for
the Eastem Distrlet of New York — In connection
with Its solar Busdness that kept ¢ ilngs b lng In
the business and political clreles. In all thiee
Instances, it wos mome aboun people and les abou
ot s thnt found traction,

Tham am @t kast four men developments 1o
ke 1t a llst of teg 01 that huve a bearlng on us,
Forexample, Vistam was merged intoAdr Ind la bun
T st o qqu e lko Vistam, so far, Aldso, work from
B (W FH refused to lomve usall of 2024 desple
aflons From organ lsatlons o Nght a trend mean
Tt o el ] rrwiss, A, Iuasiary s jir ke ¢ ompatod
with topeend silaries, well almost, The highest
wimtry-level salary For an 11T graduate was pegged
At e e porannum. Ploally, the two bigrest con-
sumer-acing announcements (n the last Unien
Hudget — the Internalil p Seheme and Ayushinaan
Bhara for all 70 plus = made o debut, but not a
smshingond,

o the governmant (et nost e nutsand bok s
of the two schemes 1o make them sparkle, many
other key evants 10 the tep 10 lst could play o
declsively In the weeks and monthsto come asoom-
petitiontakes on thlevel playing Deld head on.

ol fissevil lon is A sols
salutlon to sues of discrimination and

Equality by any other name

Cablfornin bn regard o equality in Wihe s
Egeacal: Tt exqgracathiy cocle of the conarit uitian,
 wondedully unususl ook on an spect
af L this concerms us at i huske human-

philksophical thinking behind the
o, b movisson tothe practicadivie
el how o sockety attem pes toachleve
vairylng coneapits of expealivy vin law, He

I

Tunpparr when fuced wlrlm:-cmlunw
array ol posslbdy condllcting precedont”,
Onfonmsofdiserminadonin
education, simploament, disabiliges,
wante, religlon, marrage and soon, the
athortakes usnimbly througgh the

A Interesting comparison wis the
Juucdgrment af tha Supremse Court In TMA
Pt Fomehation  2002), whichcontidig
abamients of "sulstantive egiaality " with
the LS Supreme Court's majority declsbon
hannlngauotasor melsl communites on

Fadiars Dl it I olten biided 10 wechinl- y hilator the declilon 1 e | pibille oF pirlvate
calitles and polemilcs Weiting denly anc | Interprotations of Aricke 14 dwhich sets makingofthe wducat lonal
BOOI( RE\“EW b an easy atyle, he takes the reader | outouir fondaimental ght o el oy, Constituent Wha s Equal: Inskiti o, The
NAYANTARA ROV 1h«mﬂphllnmnhkutw |un-pruuun- usdrig thec lnswificasion teatthat allowsthe | Assernbly and o The unily. minority judgments
wll At o sl chifferent meinbers, anwellus wd':ﬂhr of Tustioe Kotanfl
mll!unu.lhmu;h !Ilhl!luﬂdnlpr groiips for ipeclile plisposis, a8 long s e progiross [ cise :WJIIM Beawn-Jichooi atid
“Most of s react wrgr by e foel we ane and judicinl handling In Indian low | theclasdfcation s mtlonal, based on Lw [nbong with oo JustlceSonia
betngerented unegqualky Whilethe wndd woclety. Il gl differe ntin, anc s o rgonal Inconsdsencles in Aurthesr: Sotormiyor ane
thetericofequaliny s olten used nsn maore Atthebaseol thebook st author's mcuswithithe olskect sougght tolbe ke al dcisbons), W Saurabh Kiepal — highlighted. whera
sleagrenn bry kit e, most peopls contentonthat “there are multiphe angd mchieved by thilaw, e hvorwn how wi Publisher: Justlce Sotomayer
It y ol competing viskor ol whit i maar Thisexpinidod overtimi thiough vl froa the PenguinVintage  Wrotethat the
i the tbe that “manifiss d o s Iy Pages: 273 maorty oplnion
Fomgye I I oal”. A hawerltes, "Whan we laak * Aticha 14, After iy post- Price: 1699 "cemantis
distribtlon of governmant benalis anc il e, who Ineuud, e short nswer mmluul-lllﬂrhun nelerwiththe el rule of
historke pattesns of Inequalisy, avenvery notvery iy Expoundingonthe developroent ol these tests and howt hey wiare hissensibiligey muurhllnuhnmnan
children will refect the desolbelng | comphaxitliesolthe concept be palntsout mipncted or were used lnvar hir *thi fuct thit sy Enun

trewtecl nequally, Thus equidiey seem 1o
copanire somithinginlgue, abmost
ekl st s e e rsons”,
ith these words, Saurably Klrpal, o
ierdor Sugrema ottt Inveor, Ruims
Ly thee ressules of o resvarch sudy cirrled
out on employees of corporations in

thiaet 21 "Ll oF o i, iy seiffer
dlserimdnaglon ag the workplace, but thels
rx|\cmmuwuuhlnmhnlwcmlml l‘lu-

[prosenzs aslruationwhere u:ol.-mm-r:m.n

-nrlmushhnm:mcmlm olthe

the s NHmmut ot
el ol on tost | doekdingthat the

experienosaln Dl wor

dismiictive becaisi ity in amlgiimatlon

afthetwomes ol discemination”,
Irirodduclogg s o the e nod

ar

Special M Wk chlseriminatory
by ial Imlu:thqumnewplu!. Astha
author, who ls also an LG TG sghts
metlving trunen, ey coubd fuss s well e

20 o0 aq:

allived.

Tt fosr thie il

uumnkunymmp.nud-mmry As
yw.:u:mpmmum. mhmlhnh

thebenrned judpe” wa momempathetic
uidersts i ng ol “substintve aqual ly”
that wreseen inkates judgrmestssuch asin
the N Theamats cone (1976), which

gonther
lrsstituatbos, the LS Supremie Court
Tociasid on the rghtiof the
eacluched candidue”,

Mr Klrpul suggests movingon

propomes more ind bester antl

el mution beglalutlon, As e wrlten,
“tcomprehenslve antl-discriminntion
Liw citighit to extaiming disidvantnge’ s a
systemicorganising principle”.

Thve bk tkas s through insues of
ety ki ogher i plieres of 1ife o wll,
stich ms the courts dealing with the
rghis of bushnessis a nd binie ol
mknealningequality i the democratie
process. Towirds this, he examines
lispectitich as the pros and cons ol the
[Lrat-past-1he-post systerm o
proportional npresentation and
how conitituency mapplng can
crente Inequalitles,

Popuilir historbes are currently in
dumand, Hore b o book that does with
lavw wihat womne of our better writer-
historinns havedone o mnke history
rrcre mecenalbile, The author s put
tojgethier g cross-sectlon of materin]
contulning com plex ideas, historleal
Infarmation and ceitical inalyses ol
cane o with a delightfully Hight hand,
vrudition, empathy and sven an
occaibonal splash of s,

Phe reviliverr fna laveyer practind g D Bethi
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Assads fall
Fragile hope in Syria's new dawn

HE downfadl of Bashar al-Assad marks the
end of over half & contury of authoritarion
rule in Syria, ushering in a fagile ern of
hope and uncertainty, Assad’s hasty depar-
ture, falowing aswift rebel affensivelod by
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), symbolises both the cal-
lupae of despotism and the challenges of ebullding
fractured nation. For over 13 years, Syria endured a
brutal civil war that claimed over 5,00,000 Tves and dis-
paced millions, Assad’s regime, once propped up by
Russia and lran, crumided underthe welght of its oan
corruption and violenee, Yor, the victory of the HTS, an
Islamist faction, offers no guarantec of stability, While
ity leader, Abu Mohamimad al-Jolani, has shifted the
group's namative toward national liberation, critics
question e HTS' capacity to govern inclusively.
The tmulhl.echﬂ.lm,zu are monumental Syria's
Institutions ein riy shattered by war
andsanctions. Internally disploced citizensand refugees
yequrn foe o return to novmalcy, but fears of ethnicand sece-
tarian divides ingec The promize of democracy iscloud-
el by the ghosts of Lilya and esq, whore trsnsitions led
o chaos rather than cohesion
The US faces acritical moment in its West Asiastrat-
gy, Having supported Rurdish forces agalnst the ISIS
and maintained & military presence, Washington must
now navigate the aftermath of Assad's fall. [t8 roke
could define whether Syria's future is one of peace or
continued strife, balancing countertermonism with
humanitarian  engaement. While Prsident-elect
Trumphas sadd the Americans must keep off, the ques-
tion s how the HTS was able to fmd the gunpowder to
ot the final s st on Damaseus, forcing even Uhe
Russians to withdrow. Who has this kind of military
might? External forces further complicate Syria's
path. Turkiye, the Gulf states and western powers have
vested interests, while lerael and Irnn remain wary of
instability spilling across borders,

Gifted lot

MP's prind pled stand must trigger change

MEMBER of the parliamentary stand-
ing committee on rallways camed
nccolndes recently for retuming a gold
cokn and a silver block that he had
been gifted. The other MPs, who wene
part of the visiting team, apparently, did not consid-
or it necessary to part with the gifts presented by the
piblic sector undertakings. The CPIML} Liberation
MP from Asrah in Bihar, Sudama Prusad, argued —
and convincingly so — that accepting such gifts was
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Stakes are the highest for Israel

Assad was pillar of Iran-led ‘axis of resistance’ that posed a challenge for Jerusalem & US

LONDONDASED SENOR JOURNALIST

HE US and its Turk-
ih and Iaoell ollien
aie the prime moves
nwhathas been char
cterised as the Syrin
revelistion that brought a stunning
e W the 54 year mle of the Assacd
dynusty. They are the apparent
bl orus of o process Ut st
e with a civil war which began in
2011 and reached Hs climux on
Duecember 8 whin the negd me ool
lgsesc] el the country's dictator,
Bashar ol Assod, fled to Moscow
wiith ks wilfie irad three childron,
Azl s e i pillarof this
Tranded “axis of resistance” that
posed a major challenge for both
Jerusalem and Washington. He
was also Russia’s most trusted
regional ally and his departure
means Moscow b obliged to
evacunle its last noval and mili-
tary strongholds in West Asia,
Turkey, for its part, will finally
have o gympothetic regime in

mmnﬂmsmwn umeud mllarylﬂamunnam trnnq'dmwlhs,nn s

i happened in Syria, Netanyabu
axbeded, “This i o direct mesult ofthe
Hows we have inflicted on Iran
il Hezbollah, the main suppoet-
ors of the Assxd regime. This hos
erenbied b chaln reaction thiigh-
out the Mikdle Ewt of all those
who want 1o be free from this
opprestoe and tymmnnicnl reggime”

Inthistneolunces tinty bclud-
ingta power vacuum in Damascus,
Erned has talen the initiathve by
lounching a series of pre-cmptive
nlitary measunes. These incude
deploying amy blidogers, paint.
il in dhitinctive onnge coloum, 1o

charge in D help
Ankara confront the protdems it
flacess with its Kurdish minorities
Ivimgg adony the Syrian border.
Even better for Turbey ks the
prospect of lkhs of Syrimn
refugees returning home and
reduicin g the eoonomic burthen of
hosting them that Ankaru has
been fored to bear for the faust
et o decnds

The stukes are the highest for
Trrned whvore Astod's down il his
attmctel mbesd responses, rang-
ing from julrilation o feors about
what could erneng: in the new Syr
1 "This b historic day bn the his-
toey of the Middie East,” Inel
Prime  Minister

Benjumin
Nietaryahi doclosed durtng = visit
to the Syria bordes “The Assac
regime i o central lnk in Brani
Acciss of Evil — 1t has full-

dig th deep ditches
along the Syrin border to biock
mmilitants from sttocking the Jew.
fish state that has the most to lose
fromm what unflds in Dumascus,

The nightrnarish scenario for
Ternell generals, echoed in Wish-
ington, is o repeat of last year's
invusion from Gaeawhen Humus
pmimen used 4t Tavola pick-
ups tocrush through border fences
anel launch the deadliest attack
gt Josws sinews Shas Wiardel War T1
Holociust, AL least 1,500 Lol ks

ik
wene

The nightrmarish
scenario for lsraelisa
repeat oflast years
invasion from Gaza
when Hamas gunmen
lmmched adeadly
attack aginst Jews,

o the Gam bonder Lt year
oonibel be regusatind o Uhis nort hism
boecler with Syrin, Digiing the
trenches — code-named Project
New Eust — i one of the sverl
measies approved by calind

holding

mindsters whio

e 2490 were ek nappsd and bk
en o6 hostages. Currently, 100

Thostages #till rermain in custody
emelis, monitoring the progiess
of Syrian rebels, an they too diove
o Darmuscus in similie fourby-
fimar c(mrm el hu.'kul up by
el greemacdes (HPGs),

ermergency meelings in mses the
unfolding oisisinSyria.

In  another unpreoedented
maonve, thousands of Tsael soldiers
have creabed & -k dhiegs buffer
aunee on the Syrian side of the bor
MkmnﬂuHmntHrmnmJ
the Teranell sk s awin-

en” I o it Yo takoe credit forwhat

ane fearful that what happened

teer shel esort, laruedi media has

prubalishwd pctures of soldiers dis-
paying their notional fag with a
anpion decaring “Syria’s Mount
Such is the fear of un encalating
eonlict Wonyg this borther that the
Irmeli cubinet is conternplating
ortlering Se wmy o expand its
fresence by copturing yel more
Syrian lemitory. In the post few
dhys, Iomell wamplines  have
Taunchesd endless

in Damiascus eollapsed. Ancther
redeased vietim bs o middle aged
womnan who was jailled a8 an
usimarried Weenagerand s now
emeriged os the mother of two
children, She has no iden about
the identity of the children's
Muthier, or futhers. Some eldedy
prisoners, long presumed deod
by their fumilion, have mesur-
faced to tell thetr horror tales.
Nowwe o these socounts come as
o surperise o Syrian human dghta
asmpaligners, who eplin how
Asaed anel hiss lote fathwer, Hafiez al-
Assad, were among the Arab
world's most muthless dictators.
Although the Assid fumily's
human rights mecoed has never
s of intert to lersel, Tl dviv
has always been fearful of how
Syria has played host to multipls
tierror groups hended by the bices
of Nori fluggitive Aois Brunnet, in
associote of the late Adolph Eich-
mann, who diad in 2001, Ger-
tnany's Buader Manhof, Carlos
the Jackal, and members. of the
Japanese Red Ay, They also
ndude Benazir Bhutto's lite
brother and founder of AkZul
fikear, Murtazn Bhaitto, famous for
around  Darmascus

strikes on Syri  swuRering

an military binkers, missile bases— hotels in his nadand gold suits
andd strstegic military installations  and pear-handled revolver
that are alleged o host dusters of Mﬂrm:umlmhlmw
twmienlweapons, Bt usad Mt hosiat b ko ol
than & decade wg to ek self ol .} fior bram'n
opponents of oustod President  endlos wig agiinst Limed. Imnian
Bashar abAnsd, an ally of Husss  milfary experts were allwed 1o

Trun, when they enber Syria with Assid's personal
theend of hispthottaian ke, besigs, bringing with them the

Al the time, Assd defied US
Prosident Buouck Obauma by cooss -
ing o so-colled read line and depioy-
ing these chendonl weapons with
chmegand for internatonal L
Ot ool haves netalinted, but
chose pot i risk vobving the US
i1 the Syran civil war

Delight in Assac's downfall is
shured by many Syriun political
fprisoners rescued from his noto.
vious joils, Hoeror stodkes of what
they endured have sent shock
waves perom the regon, These
inchide the sccournt of o weepkiyg
s whio described how he and
B others were due 1o be exeout-
el kst Sunchay, but were sived at
the last minute when the regime

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

enpurtise Lo manufbeture chemni
cal wscplosives, drones and Jong-
menge rissilesaimedatdestroying
the Jewish sate Asad alo
allowasd Bl countsy 1o be usisd as
safe possoge for Iranian wapons
to frontline Heebollsh fighters in
the Litunon. Thesewrapons wens
repeibendly usec duiring 14 months
af the sepamte TsmelHeebollah
war that ended lest month with o
UShimkersd ooasefne.

Soeoptics wary about the post-
Asmsad regimei nvole comparisons
witth whist hegspéerien] b Lilwi, bragy
el Afghuanis i whien theclictito-
il regimes beought dewn with
thae el of the Weest diesgeniratodd
st feuckng Tadarmic Uwooracies.

not only unethical, but also bordered on comuption
1o silence the MPy from raising public issues. For
muny conversant with the sarkan ways and means,
the ingquiry ordered by the Railway Minister to pin-
point who came up with the idea of such gifts would
cofte as 4 sutprise, Ingenuity in the selection of gifts
I8 actually considered o special trait in government
cireles. IUis the public exchequer who s paying after
all, s0 why worry about the cost involved, or the need
of such offerings?

Sa forceful haz been the impoaition of the bouguet-
and-shaw] cullure that even political porties now
swer by it An endless array of Oowers and shawis is
handed over with reverence at any public event, and
tossed to the background within no time, One worries
for the health of the flowers as much for the healih of
the Stte that s made to fund such meaningless
ustageeralt. Some Union ministers have thankfully
Towered thelr welcome party to a rose. But, why even
that? The MP's principled stand must trigger a seti
ot debate on dodnjg away with unnecesaary Mrills that
are wasteful and distasteful in equal moessure.

Probity in publle bfe s tobe the norm and not an
exception. It's a lofty thought, but that's one gif
India is 50 desperately in need of,

History has proved that dictators can'tlast forever. — et tyoon-seo

Namingplaces, the
CRPFway

Kurmm Sincm

in Nagaland for counterdnsurgency duties. In Junuury

1679, the unit moves 61 short notier Lo the Merapani

arva b Shvasagor district (Assam), where ammed misareants
frarn Nagaland had killed 54 persons along the intenstate bor-
der. This ares is now calied DAB (Disputed Area Belt), [ wax
commanding B company, which was tusked to establish pla-
toon poats ahead of Merapani on a stretch of 15 km and carry
out extensive trolling to insti o senss of tmoguility amongst
the locals. Paddy and mustard crops wene all amind, with just
8 namow fool track W procesd from Merapand. Al places,
etmbank ments in the felos were abo wsed to traverse the ama.
Thiree camp sitis were sclctod whene tents were pltched for
atoor do, tising dry straw from locals. The major prob-

l URING the late 1970 my unit, 18 CRPEwas deployesd

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

CBhe Tribune.
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Late Dr Subramaniva lyer
IIF the passing away of ary rman, wheo had died L1 of yours and of
honours, i mier that of Dy Suby
ramminiyn fyer 5o mourned by the whole of Tdia tode Dr Sulea-
il ya was in his owm Province the sole survivor, and in Inda asn
whale ane of a fow survivors, of genemtion of mighty actors who
el puldse W in Draclis all that i was urtd] o few yenrs ago i was
further transformed by o still mightier acors, He was ooe of the
founcheryof the Indiun Notional Congress ond of the Malugan Sob-
ha, the premier paiticnl argangsstion in the Mdrs Presidency: He
hail tiken tin the befure he
evarne o Judge of the Mades High Court and had sctually leen
ehected Prestdent of the Nagpur session of the Congress in 1891,
thoigh be could not preside over @ owing o his ekvation o the
berschy, aned nfler i metiverment from the bech be msumed his
dluthes o an mrﬂmwﬁrhtmqunw&mumu

partin the 11416
his Knighthoodasap L iritee 4 of Dy Besant. the
lendier T his ketter to the President of the Undted
States e have n"l'mld Jllm:l.b Hownver opinion rl!ml iffer

v, o one

r.ull.d I'nl!ul.\:muckuﬂm bry its note of independence or by the
‘burning love of country and of freedom of which i@ was the exgres
HLerimhpﬂﬂmuﬂnhwd’mlrv-ﬂﬁud.mM\imw
dlistinggibs houd pririol o d il clewly at the

wiew he haed mwmmmws:mdswmum
were o Uitr v b Madros in congsoction with Uhe Refrmme,

lemwas of potible water. Locals advised us to excovate amound
fevtie- fioeet chiseps lfs in e, whsereln weiter winild come up on
it owm within o few hours. Tvisited the hutments of some locals
o s how wanber waas collected from the ground, 1 found that a
srmall ponddike water body was there in dose proximity o
every howse, It ks colled pokdir in the vernacular languoge.
Such pokhris are found in most north-eastern stules. The
groundwuter kevel in that region is shallow due to exoessive
rains snd o large sumber of rivers and streams. We, to, pre
pared a poklerd inour camps. But the water was inadequate for
thestrength of troogs. On mening around, o shallew stheiem was
fivvime, A modl Il waes radsed ond witer enlisetend by divert.
g its flow. Wee used chlorine Loldets and also fitered the waler
with cloth. That ks how we managed for a few doys until hand
pumps were instilled. Kisrosense L pe and petromiss were the
souroe of light, the area being devoid of electidty supply.

Wee startexd rm-hint. n-nwm from the Undt HQ to intimate
thye nuamie af sty unin-
hiabited We enguined nwnbmlneturmhmmumunld name
the place. With the CRPF dominating the area by extensve foot
patrolling. many people who hod Qed sturted returning, A fow
settlers were Gurkba and tribals from Oriess and Bibar, They
could eomverse in Hindi 1 held o meeting with locals in the
camips for better relations and collecting informution. 1 mised
thee s of marni ngg the CRPF cump loeations, which were o be
In Assarnese and appropri ate with the loml topography and aul-
ture. After discussions on suggested names, it was quite con-
vindng to name one post ax Dighol Pani s 8 nearby narmow
stream Aowed from hills and its poute wae curved Bke a bong
serpent, The second post was on a mised piece of land, like o
platesy. 50 it was good o call B Odali Pothar We sent these
v ey this Uit Q. Nos cene qquiestioned un about the validity
of these names, I was satisfying to learm that the Assam Goy-
ernment, oo, accepted the names given by the CRPF and vali-
dhanted thern in thelr reven e records.

LETTERS TO

Address dissent constructively
Refer to "Rumbdings in INDIX: the allance

been intemal challenges, or rundbilings’, among
mmenber pueties due o ideologion] diffirences.
smtshaing disputes mnd regonal pricrities
Such tensions highligght the dfficulties in main.
tnbrabrig sty withiin o d herse coalition, especal-
ty in ahighly polen sed politicsl lindsope. Estab.
Bty a1 clenr Sramework for decision-muking that
resperts e views of all member portien, ensur
Erug reo single party dominutes the narvathe. 1ts
the need of hour fo areate a platform o addwess
chmgmements constructively without public
wils b il vt o

B
SHCANDAR BANSAL, SHIMLA

INDIA bloc must show unity

Agropos of * Rumblings kn INDIA®, the inflght-
Engs in the INDIA boc does not augur well for
e coalition. Al s tine when the BJPs jugger-
it bum sllowed it 10 sweep in the Haryana ad
Maharashira polls, the disunity of the Oppost
tiom ks proving costly: 'n'rnmrnmll nulb by

THE EDITOR

Restructure tax rates
Refer to The oost of GST & fiscal crises iny
wiates”; itin true that the ntention with which
GST and VAT were introduced us o part of the
fiscal policy has not been schieved. The polcy
hi filed Lo bring price stability in the Indian
weonomy. The taxes levied under & have
resulted in soaring prices of daly use com-
modities. At o consequence. the free fow of
money circulstion in the markit has been sub-
duedd, The proper allocation of the revenue
penerated con gramt much respite to the alling
econamy. The proper utilisation of resources
in hand and restracduning of ta mtes may
bring stability in the dedining GDP of Tndin
RUPINDER KAUR, AMBALA CANTT

Ensure strong India-China ties
mﬂ-wu of Optrl.y :mumn: s afflict India-
China By with SirienInell
relitions, ane has 1o uncenstand that Sere ane
numerous intewsts mvalved dometolly as
weedll at an the internotional level. The conflics
bebwesn Ut two nations mcstly emmerged fom
llh: mltlml penod owing to mulhglll' factors,
which final-

NCP chidof Sharad Proavar show
e for Maminta Banerjeeas o copabie leader has
coused moce toubile, 11 high time that the
expposdthon purtiesget thebr it ogether s find
away o take on the mighty BIE which bs prov.
g b e brvvincille after its humcknger perfonm-
e in U revent Assambly dections.

AANYA SINGHAL NOIDA

Do all to boost GDP levels

Refer to A balancing act'; hats off to the RE]
for upholding its stendiiet sance on inflation
oontral by keeping the repo rate unchanged
for the 1 1th consecutive thme despile pressie
fram the g kehollers This

hury el
Iy Jed to the 1862 Sino-Incki war Except that,
bath have shared o millennke-long civilised his-
oy of po-confliet. Our eulturnl permd g i the
warnve, which meana that Inda and China cin
B stong strategc es. benefiting both ooun-
triew. However, tuth and tran sposeney are neesd-
e for muintaining good tes They ane pam-
miosint for fulure Survign relations:

VAIBHAY GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Penalise mobs causing damage
With refrence W "Fumen’ march stalles] ot
blnnH:unm'\ Indnmikln&mnuhl'lm

truly reflects the Monetary Policy Cormmite
Ree's continued reliance on price stability over
growth amid persistently high inflation and

k nulwﬂt—
o by stipul 1 ifrom the

Um.ll!lmlmﬂpnmlm An agitation
mm:l.nlmm-lnp.lbh'mudulﬁllr

Mu!ll\vlmm!.ml\tiu mewill

midel around R 110 kkh crome more W the
basiking sector's kitty, which may be gainful-
by utilised for further credit creation, being so
eamenitial for boosting the notion's GDP levels.
Howeves, thie ball now les in the v
ment's court and itmust do everything possi-
bieto reverse the declining trend.

KU

fenoe, Mok thovw rocics

ot policernisn, set firetsbusssand bikock ting, all
in the nome ﬁmdm'rand I‘m-dm\ af

e of|

hwmmmnmumm«m.r
Bueckm o disupt

;mblrunlu Insh should foliow his Jead and
ensue sfety ind seourty here in'the same wiy.

T uLA

DOGRA, JALANDHAR

Lempey o ene Dftor, by ped in doutile 5pace, should nol oaoeed the 200word ima.
Thasan shouid b cogently writien ard ¢ o be st by e-mall b Lotien@idbanamal. com



