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Building resilience
The Rio declaration underlined
the cohesion within BRICS
T he 17th Summit of BRICS emerging eco-

nomies, which ended on Monday, came

at a time when the organisation was in
the global spedlight. This was the first such meet-
ing that included all the newly inducted mem-
biers (Egypt, Ethiopia, the UAE, Iran and Indone-
sim; Saudi Arabia has not joined so Fard, 1t also
followed the US.-Israel artacks on Iran's nuchear
programme, and the escalation in lsrael's bom-
bardment of Gaza, This was the first summit
sinee the four-day India-Pakistan conflict in May,
and also after the G7 summit in Canada. The
BRICS grouping, seen as the next challenger o
the global financial order, is in UL, President Dao-
nald Trump's cross-hairs, as he sees it mounting
an alternative to the dollar in international rade,
In addition, the group has several internal rival-
ries that have brought its sustainability into ques-
tion. In April, the BRICS Foreign Ministers' meet-
ing ended without a joint statement, as the
African members held up the wording on the ex-
pansion of the UN Security Council, Meanwhile,
despite India’s clarification in March that it is not
considering de-dollarisation of trade in any form,
and that there is no “unified BRICS positon” on
the issue, Brazils President Lula da Silva doubled
down on rhetoric against the US,, saying that
HRICS proves the world “doesn’t need an em,
ror”, Mr. Trump has since repeated threats o
BRICS countries would face an extra 10% tariffs
due to the grouping’s “anti-American stance” -
anawlkward moment for New Delhi as it attempts

Israel has failed to solve the Persian puzzle

he wedding of Edmure Tully and
Resslin Frey at The Twins in the
northem riverlands is one of the most

consequential events in Came of

Thromes. Known as the Red Wedding, it is the
setting for the massacre of Robb Stark, King in the
North and Lord of Winterfell, along with his
mt prant wile, his mother, and most of his

nner-men, This brotal beteayal shattered the
Starks' military power and ended their bid for
indepenidence from the lron Throne, reshaping
the political landseape of Westeros, the fictional
continent in the series, When lsraeli fighter jets
began bombing Iran, in the early hours of June 13,
20035, lsraeli generals reportedly dubbed a part of
the operation as the ‘Red Wedding” - a pointed
reference to what they wanted (o achieve in the

primary target was Iran's nuclear

ities, But lsrael knew that if it searted a war,
Iran — @ country mary times its size and armed
with thousands of ballistic missiles - would strike
back. 5o there were three targets - Iran's nuclear
[neilities, nuclear scientists and the leadership of
Tran's armed forees, Much like House Frey
slavghtered the banner-men and the keaders of
House Stark, lsrael had the gim of wiping out
Iran's military command, believing that it would
c‘rlrplc Tehran's military response. lsrael had
pulled off a similar strategy in the past. On June 5,
1967, it launched a massive air sirike against
Egypt's air force, causing much damage to it on
the ground, Egypt never recovered from the
initial blow, and Lsrael claimed a sweeping victory
over Egype, Jordan and Syria in just six days, But
in June 2025, the outcome was different,

Operational success

From an operational standpoint, liraels atack
can be seen as a success. lsmael had been
preparing for a strike on ran's nuclear

ln a trade with n
ite all the Lhullm:cs lhc Itn declaration
undt. ined the basic c

within BRICS members on a lam of issues, In
the joint statement, there was strong Linguage
against the attacks on Gaza and condemnation of
the strikes on Iran, given the risks to nuclear safe-
ty. India was able to ensure a paragraph with
tough language condemning the Pahalgam termor
attack and references to terror financing and
“cruss border movement of terrorists”, India and
Brazl won endorsements of the whole grouping
on playing a larger role at the UN, “including the
Security Council”, The absence of the Chinese
and Russian Presidents allowed more space for
the mon-P5 countries (o promote a commaon vi-
sion for the Global South, adding several impor-
tant resolutions on energy  security, climate
change and re-ardering the WTO, The Rio decla-
ration also teok a stern view of the US's moves

pr for years, a plan that gained
mementum after the October 7, 2023 amack by
Hamas, lsraed, which immediately lwnched a war
against Hamas in Gaza, eventually expanded it to
a mini-regional war that was aimed squarely at
Iran. It dealt a blow to Hezbollah, It bombed the
Iranian embassy in Damascus in April 2024, and
killed several Iranian commanders in Syria, lts
relentless bombings in Syria expedited the
collapse of Bashar al-Assad's regime, The return
of Denakl Trump to the White House further
hardened liraels resolve to test the military
option,

On June 13, while Tehran was still engaged in
talks with the Trump administration, lsmel struck
Iran's Natanz and Isfahan nuclear facilities, killed
at beast 10 nuclear scientists, and assassinated
marny rnp uummamhnl Executing such a

on tariffs. As India prepares for its ip of
the BRICS growping next year, that now repre-
sents about hall the global pepulation, around
A0% of the global GDP and & quarter of global
trade, it can move forward with this consensus,
fulfilling the vision for the grouping’s acronym
that Mr. Modi recast as “Building Resilience and
Innovation for Cooperation and Sustainabiliy ",

Death by negligence

The Railways must ensure interdocked
gates at all manned level crossings
T ragedy struck without warning recently

when a van carrying children on their

daily school commute collided with a
train on the tracks, Three schoolchildren were
killed on Tuesday when the Villupuram:Mayila-
duthural Passenger train, hurtling ar 95 kmph,
rammed into their school van at a manned rail-
wiy gate at Semmankuppam in Tamil Nadu's
Cuddalore district, dragging it for 50 metres, Des-
pite conflicting claims about how the gate at the
nom-interlocked level mmnﬂ lcmalncd open as
the train apy h
points 10 human error, Southem Rallwzy ha-ml!
pended the gatekeeper — now arrested for crimi-
nal negligence — alleging that he yielded w pres-
sure from the van driver and opened the gate in
violation of established protocols. However, ac-
counts from a surviving student and eyewitness-
es contradict this version. The survivor has stated
that the gate was already wide open and the
sound of the oncoming train was not heard,
Thiere are also elaims that the gatekeeper had fal-
len asleep. Yet, some reports suggest that just mi-
nutes before the collision, he had exchanged the
secret private number with the station master, in-
dicating the train's approach to Alappakkam - a
detail that may not go unverified in the inguiry,
Even if this is true, this would only show parsial
adherence o protocol. He failed in the essential
duty of keeping the gate closed until the train had
passed - as clearly lald out in the Indian Railways
Permanent Way Manual.

At the heart of this accident is the continued
use of nonnterlocked manned level crossings.
Unlike interlocked gates — where train signals
turn green only when gates are securely locked —
non-interlocked systems rely solely on the alert-
ness and judgment of the gatekeeper, As of Oc-
tober last year, 11,053 manned level crossing
gates in India are interlocked. In the Southern
Railway zone, over 300 gates remain non-inter-
locked, Railway unions have long flagged the
pressure gatekeepers fuce from impatient moio-
rists. The only food proof selution w prevent such
fatal incidents is the construction of road over-
bridges or underpasses. However, these projects
are often delayed due to sdministrative hurdles
and land acouisition issues, In this case, South-
erm Railway has aceused the Cuddalore Collector
of not having cleared a railway-funded underpass
fior over a year — a serious charge that demands
serutiny, Until permanent solutions are in place,
the Indian Raibways must urucrltly prioritise the

ofr o inter-

Ipeked ones, Human lives dep.-ndnnn
X

»

peration in a vast country about 2,000
klltmcm'! away was no small feat. Yet, the
problem for Bsrael was that this operational

The 12-day
conllict has not
destroved lran's
nuclear
capabilities; this
Is & war that is
Far from over

success failed to deliver the desired strategic
outeome. For Bseael, which has established
credible deterrence against the surrounding
conventional Arab armies, ran has always
rvemained 3 puzzbe, Despite its sanctions-hit
economy and enduring hostility from the West,
Tran managed to build a wide network of
influence in the region through nen-state actors,
while developing an advanced ballistic missile
programumie and pursuing its nuclear ambitions,

Tsrmel hael long nurtured the idea of regime
change in Iran - if the slamic Republic falls,
Lsraed's last remaining conventional threat in West
Asin would vanish, larel prefers a weaker,
broken-up Iran, much like woday's Irag, Libya,
Syria or Lebanon, which would set the stage fora
unipalar West Asia that is dominated by lsrel
and the LS, The pest-October 7 wars
substantially weakened lran's allies in the region,
Still, Iran, with its ballistic missiles and nuclear
programme, remained a rebel counterweight 1o
Tsrael,

In the early days of the 12-day war, Mr,
Netanyahu declared that lsrael's operation "could
certainly” bead to regime change, insisting that
“lran is very weak”, He also urged the Iranians to
"o act, o rise up” against the "evil regime".
During the war, [srel killed at least 30 Irinian
security chiefs, threatening to disrupt the entire
chain of command. But the Iranian government
and the military recovered with remarkable
speed, with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps taking the lead in mounting a
counter-attack, Iran launched a sustained
campaign of drones and ballistic missile strikes
that exposed vulnerabilities in lsrael's
much-vaunted, multilayered, American-assisted
defence systems, Within days, Mr. Netanyahu was.
forced to turn to Washington for help,

That help came on June 21 when ULS, President
Donald Trump ordered U.S, air strikes on three
Tranian nuclear sites, including Fordow, the most
heavily fortified facility. Mr. Trump, however, was
not interested in a long war with Iran. After the
strikes, he claimed that Iran's nuclear facilities
had been “obliverated”, declared victory and
announced a ceasefire between lsrel and lran.
Mr. Netanyahua had no choice but o accept the
ceasefire, with the Iranian government still
standing with much of its capabilities,

Strategie labyrinth

Israeli-American strikes. According to Rafael
Mariano Grossi, head of the International Atemic
Energy Agency, Iran has the industrial and
techinological capacity 1w resume enriching
uranium in a few maonths,

This leaves tsrael in a strategic labyrinth, The
Tranian state refused to finch throughouwt the war
despite the heavy blows it sulfered. The air strikes
Eniledd vo destroy lran's micle umme, let
alone its nuclear capabilities, Third, the war
exposed lsrael's pver-reliance on the US., in both
dhefience and offence, which was not the ease in
1967 when lsreel cliimed its biggest victory.

Survival of the weak

Even though Mr. Trump joined the war on behalf
of lsrael, there is 2 chear distinetion between thie
Ameriean and the lrseli approaches owards the
Persian puzzle. lsraels ultimate obj 31
regime chunge but it does not have the resources
or the capabilities to achieve regime change, The
LS, doses not want a nuclear Iean, but it does not
want o get entangled in another prolonged war
in West Asia either, Mr, Trump's own MAGA
(Make America Great Again) base was revolting
against America's intervention in Iran,

For Iran, the [sraeli-American attack was
another Mosaddegh moment - a reminder of the
1953 Central Intelligence Agency-backed coup
that toppled its elected Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh. Iran once made a deal
with the U5, and ather world powers over its
nuclear programme, only to see it torn up by
President Trump in his first term, When Tehran
returned to talks with Washington again, it ended
up facing an lsraeli-American war instead. Iran is
now racing to rebuild it military capabilities and
restore deterrence. Iran's leaders will also find a
greater incentive than ever o pursue a nuclear
wiapon as many in Iran ludurlmw that if
Tehran had possessed a bomb, like North Korea,
Larael and the U5, would not have dared launch
this war,

In Game of Thrones, the Red Wedding was no
the end of House Stark. When Arya Stark, the
younger sister of Robb Stark, extracts revenge for
the Red Wedding by orchestrating a massacre at
Houwse Frey, she declares: *You didn't slaughter
every one of the Starks. That was your mistake,
You should have ripped them all out, root and
stem.” The 2-day war did not destroy the Iranian
regime, Nor did it tear out the Iranian nuclear

Early assessments by the US,
community claimed that Iran's nuclear
programame higd not been destroyed by LS,
strikes, but set back by "a few months”, Even if
the nuclear facilities were destroyed, there is no
certainty that Iran's stockpile of highly enriched
uranium and all advanced centrifuges have been
destroyed, There were reports, based on
European intelligence assessments, that Iran had
dispersed its enriched uranium well before the

ne, oot and stem, Beneath its rhetoric
of victory, lsrael, which is now asking the
imternational community to stop Iran from
petting a nuclear bomb, knows this all too well, It
will anly grow me wnamn::ld , closely monitoring
Iran's every move, ile Tehran replenishes its
arsenal, reacying n-ullln fight another day, This
war is far from over,

starly by thefindu oo in +

End custodial brutality, begin criminal justice reform

n the dark corners of police stations in Tamil

Maclu, justice often dies before elivered,

The recent custodial death of Ajith Kumar, a
2Tyear-old temple guard in Sivaganga, should
shake the conscience of every citizen, But,
tragically, his case i not an exception. It is part of
a grim pattern.

Between 2021 and 2025, there have been a
series of custodial deaths, Vignesh, a 25-year-old,
who wis detained in Chennai in 2022, died
within hours, with his autopsy revealing multiple
injuries, In 2024, Raja, a Dalit cook from
Villupuram died in police custody after a petty
theft allegation; his three children and wife stll
await compensation, A 30-year-old autorickshaw
driver in Tiruchi died of injuries in 2023 under
suspicious circumstances, And now, Ajith, whose
autopsy revealed 44 wounds, cigarette burms, and
forced exposure to narcotics, His last words to his
meother were haunging: "1 didn't steal”™

A normalisation of the use of force
These are not aberrations. They are the outcomes
of a system that has normalised force over
fairness, But beyond the moral horror lies
another fundamental concern - we are fuiling
citizens and the police force by investing in
enforcement without investing in re

Each year, the Tamil Nacu government
allocates thousands of crores owards policing,
Vet how much of this goes into welfare, training
and psychological care? A disproportionate
amount is funnelled o hardware such as
vehicles, surveillance systems, and crowd-control

Apsara Reddy

s official
spakesperson, Al
Inclia Anna Dravida
Munnetra
Kazhagarm (AMDMK]

India Is falling
its cltizens and
Its pulice force
by Investing in
enforcement
without
Investing

in reform

gear while the human element is left neglected,
We equip officers with lathis and law books, but
deny them the emotional toals to deal with stress,
trauma and moral ambiguity. Policing eannet
merely be about control, It mast be abeout
conscience,

Reforms to undertake
A sensible reallocation of the policing budget is
long overdue, Even 5% of the current annual
spend, redirected toward setting up district-level
mental health units, mandutory quarterly
lling, and refy itisation courses,

would result in exponentially better outcomes —
for detainees, for officers, and for public trust.
We pour money into deterrence, but ignore the
cost of dysfunction.

1t is time to institutionalise mental wellness
within law enforcement, not as a luxury, but as a
necessity. Officers are human, They deal with
domestic abuse cases in the morning, gang
violence by afternoon, and politically fraught
complaints by night, Without psychological
suppaort, that pressure metastasises; burnout
becomes brutality. The baton does not punish
expresses accumulated trauma.
allelly, police training needs
transformation. A curriculum designed in the
pre-liberalisation era cannot address the needs of
modern India, Ethics, human rights
Jurisprudence, trauma-informed investigation
methods and community pulk.lru. maodels should
he at the core, and not cosmetic,

Moreover, our eriminal justice architecture

must include enforceable accountability. It is not
enough to suspend a few constables after every

\ll'hal Tamil Nadu, and Inclia at Iurne. needs is
ive clarity; a compr
violence law with llmchmnd 1m-sm,mjrm
mechanisms, mandatory video documentation of
imterrogations, and civil society imvolvement in
oversight.

Technalogy must serve as a safeguard, and not
b silent spectator, CCTV cameras in areas
where people are in custody should be
operational, tamper-proof, and subject 1o
real-time audits, Digital systems can help, but
omly if we are willing to confront the
uneomibortable truths that they reveal,

A new path for law enforcement

Finally, we must reimagine the police uniform —
niot as 2 symbol of unyielding authority, but of
service, restraint, and human responsibility, Ajith
Kumar's death, like those of Vignesh, Raja, and so
many cthers, tells us that power without empathy
is violence by another name,

T break this cycle, we must invest not just in
policing but also in the emotional, ethical, and
seructural reform of biw enforeement. Until then,
every custodial death will not just mark the end
of one life but also the failure of the state's moral
contract with its people.

Let us mot walt for the next young man w cry
oait “1 didn't steal” before dying in silence. The
time for justice is not post-morten; it is policy,
andd it is now.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

not have unfettered

Level eressing accident
The tragedy at a railway
level crossing near
Cuddalore in Tamil Hadu is
symbsolic of the Indian way
of defying rules and
regulations, | am now in the
United States and in a
neighbourhood that is very
close to a rallway track. |
find no gatekeeper and no
barrier rods but only a
traffic signal-like warning,
Yet, citizans dutifully stop
their vehicles and wait for
the grean signal before
proceeding, People here are
aware that one stands no
chance befora a mighty
railway engine.

Some time ago, | had an
opportunity to interact with

the loco pilot of the Deccan
Cueen train, from Pune to
Mumbai, He was cruising
well over 50 kmph and on
reaching Ambernath slowed
down, well aware that this
was the point in the journey
where pedestrians begin
crossing the railway tracks,
Hence, a reduction in speed
was essential,

For loce pilots of the
Rajdhani express, Vanda
Bharat, and of course the
futuristic bullet train, they
willl remnain in fear of
irresponsible and daredevil
‘track crossers.
Subramaniam Sankaran,

San Carkas PI, Fremant, CA, LS,

While conflicting versions

are being circulated about
the accident, serious
questions arise, How many
more non-interlocked
railway crossings across the
country are there? Why
does it take a tragedy for
safety improvements? The
wppradation of
non-interlocked cressings to
automated systems and
strict enforcement of safety
protocols in railways must
be ensurad.

. Slvakumar,
Chennai

When the Indian Railways is
spending crores of rupees in
adding mone trains 1o
generate revenue, why is it
counting its pennies when it

comes bo safely measures? years in the women's field, powers” (Opinion page, July
Murall Mohan PV, unpredictability has 4), there appears to be an
hennal become the narm, This incomect detail — that the

diversity highlights the ‘qualifying date’ can be only

Self nomination depth of the women's game | January 1, Section 14 of the

It is shocking that we have a
set of world leaders who
keep haling one another as
‘great and mighty' and
suitable recipients for the
Peace Nobel, Giving the
coveted prize to a person
wha has not done even the
bare minimum to stop a
painful war would be maost
terribla,

Layoins Marls,

Varsppuzha, Kerala

Grass court calendar
In Wimbladaon, with
different winners in eight

ew

but alse suggests a gap in
surface-specific mastery,
The grass season remains
too short for players to
develop meaningful
consistency. Administrators
must consider an expanded
prass-court calendar to
reward adaptation and
preduce champions who
can dominate, not just
sUrvive,

Nagarajamanl M.,
Hyderatuad

‘Qualifying date’
In the article, "The EC| does

Representation of the
People Act, 1950, referned to
in the article, was amended
in the year 2021. As in the
amendment, with effect
fram 2022, the 'qualifying
date’ means 'the 1st of*
January, April, July or
Ouctober of the year in which
the electoral roll is prepared
of revised,

Rangarajan R,

Chemnal

Letters emalled o
lettersapthehindu,ce.in

must carry the postal address
and the lull name.
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The end of humanity

recent poll conducted

in 24 countries by the

Pew Research Cenger

reveals that Israel is
very unpopular in most of these
countries. The main exception is
India, where just 20% of the
respondents had an
“unfavourable” view of lsrael. A
slightly higher proportion (34%)
‘had a favourable view, and the rest
‘hhad no view.

Perhaps this was a biased
sample, where privileged sections
«af the population are
wverrepresented. But the popular
sentiment may or may not be
more critical of lsrael among the
underprivileged, because they are
not necessarily well informed on
th ue. Clearly, there is some
‘passivity in the response of the
Indian public to the horrific war
«crimes that are taking place in
Gaza.

India’s support of Israel

For nearly two years now, the
people of Gaza have been
mercilessly displaced, bombed,
starved, and deprived of medical
«care. More than 50,000 people —
mainly civilians — have been
killed, and many more grievously
wounded. Countless children have
lbeen shot, dismembered, burnt
alive or buried under the rubble.
Some of them had to be
amputated without anaesthetics.
More than 200 journalists and 2
thousand health workers have
bbeen killed. Schools, hospitals,
mosgues, and universities have
lbeen razed to the ground. Today,
the entire population of Gaza is on
the verge of famine. All this was
deliberate, planned, announced,
and livestreamed.

Against this background, one
would expect Israel to be very
unpopular in India, as elsewhere.
One reason why it is not (judging
from the Pew Survey) may be that
the Indian government has firmby
sidhed with Israel in this conflict.
The main reason is not far to seek:
India depends heavily on Israel for
military and surveillance
technology. The two countries

have deep commercial Hes

Dewelopment
ecanoemist based
in Ranchi

Solidarity with
the people of
Gaza is being
defused even as
their agony
intensifies

especially but not only in the
defence sector, The Indian
government has actively
supported Israel's assault on Gaza
in many ways: for instance, by
subsidising joint ventures in the
defence sector, sending Indian
workers to Israel in replacement of
Palestinian workers, casting an
ahstention vote in several United
Nations resolutions critical of
Israel, and — last but not least —
suppressing public protests
against Israel.

With the government and the
corporate sector on Israel's side,
the mainstream media know
hetter than to take the other side.
The public is kept in the dark.
Social media could help, but Gaza
wets lost in a torrent of
attention-seeking trivia. Some
social media algorithms, notably
X's, are also likely to be biased
against posts critical of lsrael or
supportive of Palestine. Many X
accounts, for instance, have been
suspended after exposing
uncormfortable truths shout Gaza.

Solidarity and selfishness
Meanwhile, the people of Gaza
have been immensely inspiring
examples of courage and
solidarity. Hundreds of Palestinian
journalists have risked their life,
and often lost it, to report the:
events. Doctors and nurses
continue to treat the wounded
even as bombs rain down on
them. Relief workers work around
the dock to provide people with a
semblance of shelter and food.
Ordinary civilians are helping each
other to pull people or bodies
from under the rubble. Recently, a
mother who had lost all her
children risked her life to fetch
food for other children.

It is another matter that the
people of Gaza may start turning
on each other soon, as famine
intensifies. In the last stages of a
famine, people stop being able to
see beyond their own hunger. The
same mother who risked her life
to feed hungry children may start
snatching food from them. For all
we know, the real purpose of
Israel's blockade may be to incite

Talestinians against each other,
There is a sharp contrast

between the spirit of solidarity in

Gaza and the selfish behaviour of

Time to halt forceful acquisition of land

The Siddaramaiah government would do well to listen to the Devanahalli farmers

| STATE OF PLAY |

the billicnaires who recently took
control of the United States, the
world’s richest and most powerful
country. As soon as they came to
power, these billionaires started
redesigning public policies and
institutions in their own interest,
ar rather in the interest of their
class - the super-rich. This
imvalved, first and foremost,
eroding if not dismantling barriers
to accumulate wealth: regulatory
bodies, environmental safeguards,
affirmative action, redistributive
tascation, social security, political
opposition, you name it. It also
immlved more imaginative
projects such as taking over
Greenland, raiding Ukraine's
mineral resources, and converting
the Gaza strip into a heoury resort.

It is not an accident that values
of compassion and solidarity are
found in Gaza, while the opposite
values prevail at the other extreme
of the spectrum of power. The
race for power is not particularly
kind to those who are distracted
by the demands of empathy or
morality. Nor is it surprising that
greed and selfishness are
celebrated in high places. Morality
is like oxygen - the higher you get,
the less there is of it in the

here. It is this lity-free
atmosphere that has made it
possible for the governments of
the U.5. and ather countries to
support the Gaza genocide.

‘Our awn ability to feel, speak,
ar act for Gaza is being defused
even as the Government of lsrael
scales ever-rising heights of
brutality and cruelty. Most of the
local journalists and other vocal
witnesses in Gaza have been
killed. The rest are too scared,
humgry or exhausted to report
what is happening there. In any
case, communication facilities are
minimal, and Gaza's agony is
losing its "newsworthiness”.
Darkness and silence prevail as
Gaza descends into hell. If we do
not come to our senses, this will

be the end of humanity.

Clifton D' Rozario

or more than 1,100

days, farmers of 13 vil-

lages near Channaraya-
patna in Devanahalli taluk,
Bengaluru Rural district, have
been agitating against the “for-
ceful” acquisition of their land
by the Karnataka government
for industrial development.

In 2022, the Basavaraj Bom-
mai government notified 1,777
acres off land for a proposed
hi-tech defence and aerospace
park. This highly fertile region
is the lifeline of Bengalurus
food and nutrition security.

The farmers immediately
took to the streets, demanding
that the plan be dropped.
They rejected offers of com-
pensation and promises to
drop part of the acquisition.
The farmers say they want to
continue farming and remain
on their land that have sus-
tained lives and livelihoods for
generations. Their persistent
struggle has not only brought
them into national focus, but
has also foregrounded the leg-
timacy of forcible land
acquisition.

Over the past month, this
agitation has taken an intense
turn. On June 15, a 'Devana-
halli Chalo (let’s go o Devana-
hd.lll) PrOEFamine was OTgan:

, and wvarious Farmer,
trade umion, Dalit, student,
and women's organisations
came together to show soli-
darity with the farmers. The
use af police force in dispers-
ing the protesters only intensi-
fied the agitation under the ae-
gis  of Samyukta Horata
Karnataka. Facing intense
pressure, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah called a meeting
on July 4 and requested time
o take a decision. He argued
that there were legal hurdles
in going back on land acquisi-

Karnataka

tion. This is an exercise in ob-
fuscation since the power of
the State government to with-
draw from the land accuisi-
tion process is legally settled.
MNevertheless, the farmers
have heeded his request and
are awaiting his decision.
Before elaborating on this,
it is necessary to mention that
forcible acquisition, premised
on the principle of eminent
domain, is a colonial relic and
has no place ina democracy. It
is for this reason that in-
formed consent found a place
in the Right to Fair Compensa:
tion and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement Act,
2013, However, despite this
enactment, there are many
State expropriation laws that
remain on the statute books.
These are used indiscrimi-
nately to acquire people’s
lands. Despite several de-
mands, the Karnataka govern-
ment has shown no inclina:
tion in scrapping these laws.
The lands of the Devanahal-
ki farmers have been acquired
under one such law - the Kar-
nataka Industrial Areas Deve-
lopment Act, 1966. To date,
lakhs of acres of agricultural
land have been acquired un-
der this statute for establish-
ing industrial areas and for al-
lotting them to  individual
companies. There is over-
whelming evidence that acres
of acquired land are lying
waste. The Report of the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India on the economic

sector for the year ending
March 2017 confirmed this.
The disastrous nature of ford-
ble acquisition stands  ex-
posed, yet the State govern-
ment is yet to undertake a
comprehensive review of the
status of all acquired lands.
The answer to the question
of withdrawal from land ac-
quisition proceedings can be
found in the Karnataka Indus-
trial Areas Development Act.
Section 4 allows the State go-
vernment to exclude acquired
land at any time it deems ne-
cessary. This flows from the
settled legal position that the
State can exercise its power of
withdrawal from land acquisi-
tion unilaterally. Indeed, with
ard to acquisition under
the 1966 Act, the Karnataka
High Court, in Thomas Patraa
Since Deceased by his LR and
Anr. vs. State of Karnataka,
2005, held that the State go-
vernment can cancel land ac-
quisition notifications before
taking possession by virtue of
its power under Section 21 of
the Karnataka General Clauses
Act, 1899, The unambiguous
position is that the State go-
vernment can withdraw the
Devanhalli land from acquisi-
tion by cancelling the preli-
minary and final land scquisi-
tion notifications.
Incidentally, this is a power
that successive State govern-
ments have exercised. Acqui-
sition of hundreds of acres of
notified lands were withdrawn
on various counts including
farmers’ resistance, so the Sid-
daramaiah government has no
real reason to seek time. In-
stead, it must listen to the de-
mand of the farmers and drop
the land acquisition. Else, talk
of democracy and social jus-
tice will remain hollow words,

fiftan [¥ Remario is @ practicing
advociate in the Karnataka High Court
and the General Secretary of the All
Indi Lawyers Association fir hestice

Delhi’s refuelling ban: simple policy, but imprecise

Delhis fuel-denial

licy reflects w

V10 act o air

Mlution. but rules alone won't deliver clean air

DATA POINT

Ajay §. Nagpure

m July 1, 2025 Delhi
0 launched a policy: petrol

vehicles older than 15
years and diesel vehides older
than 10 years were no longer al-
lowed to refuel at city petrol sta-
tions. Over 500 petrol stations
were fitted with Automatic Num-
ber Plate Recognition (ANPR) cam-
eras to identify non-compliant
vehicles in real time. But imple-
mentation ran into trouble. Many
ANPR systerns could not accurate-
Iy read high-security plates, Fuel
station staff lacked training, and
there was no integrated blacklist to
share vehicle status across agen-
cies. Drivers refuelled in neigh-
bouring towns just cutside Delhi's
limits, bypassing enforcement.

The policy uses vehicle age as a
proxy for emissions — simple to ap-
ply but imprecise. Without fitness

. odometer data, or emis-
sioms testing, age alone pn-ully ne-
flects realworld pollution. Media
reports have suggested that up to
six million vehicles in Delhi might
fall under the ban, but no official,
disaggregated data exists. We
dom’t know how many are still on
the road, what fuel they use, or
how far they travel.

To independently assess the
policy’s potential, we analysed
vehicle registration records from
the VAHAN portal for 2002 to
2025, covering all of Delhi's Re-
glnm.l Transport Offices. We cross-
mﬁalenned this with resale plat-
form listings to estimate how many
older vehicles are still active. Tra-
vel survey data helped model typ-
ical daily distances by vehicle age.
For pollution estimates, we used
emission factors for particulate
matter (PM2.5) from the Automo-
tive Research Association of India,
adjusted for Bharat Stage norms.,

Our findings show that only 8%
of Delhis current vehicle fleet
{about 7.5 lakh vehicles) are co-
vered by the fuel restriction

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Finilu.

(Chart 1). This includes around 1.7
lakh two-wheelers, 3.5 lakh petrol
cars, 1.8 lakh diesel cars, and
34,000 diesel commercial vehi-
cles. Total PMZ5 emissions from
Delhi’s transport sector in 2025 —
including both tailpipe and non-
tailpipe sources — are estimated at
3,200 tonnes. If fully enforced, the
policy could reduce this by ap-
proximately 8% of total in boun-
dary and transboundary vehide
movement emissions (Chart 2).

The projected impact is mea-
ningful, but depends on sustained
implementation. For a more sus-
tainable solution, Delhi can learn
from how other cities have tackled
this challenge. Beijing paired die-
sel truck restrictions with scrap-
page incentives and retrofitting op-
tions. Tokyo enforced strict diesel
standards while subsidising up-
grades. Paris phased in low emis:
sion zones alongside public transit
improvements and financial sup-
port for low-income wsers.

Delhi can also develop localised
solutions. Vehicle exchange fairs,
scrappage incentives, and legal in-
terstate resale options could help
owners retire older vehicles with-
out hardship. Replacing the one-
time lifetime road tax with annual
conditional renewals would better
align financial incentives with
clean-air goals.

Public engagement is critical. A
phased 12-18 month rollout with
awareness campaigns would re-
duce confusion and build trust. A
grievance portal could let citizens
check compliance, contest errors,
or seek exemptions,

Delhi should imvest in scaling up
environmentally sound scrappage
centres and piloting retrofits like
EV or hybrid kits. For small busi-
nesses, access to credit or vehide
replacement grants will be essen-
tial to avoid hardship.

Clean air doesn't stop at city
borders. Vehicles move across Del-
hi, Noida, Faridabad, Gurugram,
and Ghazisbad. A joint enforce-
ment task force and emissions
tracking platform would help stan.
dardise efforts across the region.

»

Past their prime?

The cata is sownced from Goaghe Mobility Insights and VAHAN portal
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FUEL WILL NOT BE
DISPENSED TO END OF
¢ LIFE VEHIGLES' le.15
{ YEARS OLD PETROL
™D 10 YEARS OLD
E.F 01.07.2025

Chart 12 Distribation of on-rasd vehicles in Delhi by vehicle types and age groupsin 2025. Our findings show that only 8% af
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1975
Special IT squads to study
posh houses

Mew Delhi, July 9: Spedial income tax squads
have been appointed in the four metropolitan
towns of Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras to
check unaccounted money invested in hoeowry
houses. The special squads have been appointed
in accordance with the Prime Minister’s
20-point economic programme. The special
squads will consist of a number of units
depending upon the area to be covered in each
metropolitan town. To begin with these squads
will function in mare pash and conspicuous
localities where there has been a spurt in the
recent past in the construction of heary houses.
The special squads will collect information
about the land, its sale price, the plinth area, the
number of stories constructed and other details.
This will be followed by spot inspection by
income-tax officers and executive engineers who
will immediately report the variations in the
estimated value of the property and the actual
walue of the property given by the owners.
‘Where the properties are either not disclosed or
where the difference in valuation is 15 per cent
of the squad valuation or Rs. 25,000, whichever
is more, action will be initiated for realisation of
income-tax or wealth tax as the case may be,
along with arrears and penalties. Each
imspection squad and the income-tax authorities
concerned have been asked to submit
fortnightly reparts of the action taken. The
appointment of the special squads is in addition
to the action initiated by income-tax authorities
to discover tax evasion through undervaluation
of properties for purposes of sale.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1925
Madras Suburban Railways

Trichinopoly, July 10: Mr. G.C. Sim, Financial
Commissioner of Railways, arrived here from
Doty yesterday. He discussed with the Agent the
question of the electrification of the Madras
Suburban Railway. The Agent had recently
submitted an estimate for about 125 lakhs for the
said purpose, soliciting the Railway Board's
sanction. This is being discussed at length. Itis
also understood that the informal discussion
included the introduction of steamn power, with
additional lines to facilitate suburban trafhc. The
Financial Commissioner also discussed the
construction of minor lines through the agency
of the 5.1. Railway.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of elephants

Power sector workers
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Number of Naga tribes

ext&Context

Countries which are

hat died in Assam

who participated in

protesting for

=

during 2000-2023

Conflicts

1,209::

° humans and
elephants in Assam have claimed over
BACD lves from 2000 te 2023, while more
than 1,200 pachyderms died in the State
during the same period, 8 Widlife Instinte
af India (Wi} report has sabd. e

the general strike

Irt bakh. As & protest agaimst
27 privatisation and antl-labour

poliches, these workers across
India have observed o one day strike on
Jully 9. In Uitar Praclesh, nearly ane laskh
power staff, contract workers and
engineers staged a protest against the
privatisation of twe ISCOMS,

reservation reforms

Agltators betonging 1o five major

tribes = Ao, Angami, Lotha, Rengma

and Suml = came together and
staged a protest cutskde the Magaland Civil
Secretariat, They demanded elther the
scrapping of the current job reservation
pabicy or to reallecate the unfilled reservid

Cases of illegal transfer

allowed visa-free entry  of tribal land which
to China are to be probed

Foregn tourksts are trickling
7 Back to China after the country

booaened Its visa palicy to
unpriscedented bvels. Citlaens from T4
countries con now enter China for up ta 30
days withouwt & visa, Thee government has
b steadily expanding visa-free entry in
i bld 10 boodt tourlsm. e

Maore than 1,600
l 628 cases of the
9 Ilegal trandder of
tribal lands to nan-tribal people have been
identified for investigatien in Maharashtra
and a report will be submitted, Minkster
Chandrashekhar Bawankule sald. v
COMPILED Y THE HINGL DATA TEAM

paalthon to these fve major tribes. s

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu (O twitter.com,/the_hindu ® instagram.com,/the_hindu

How can cat bonds plan for a natural disaster?

How do ¢

financial relief during extreme weather events? Could India be o lead sponsor for a South Astan cat bond?

EXPLAINER

Sufi Asan Blzvi

The story so far:
huibe life insurance s o
ubicuitous term in Indis
disaster risk insurance is
not, A bkow penetration of
chisaster risk insurance for individual
praperty and lvelihoods leaves much of
the population exposed v irr
e ancl loss, Most people
nd means of income in largely
uninsured. Globally, the hurricanes
of the late-1990s in the U5, when even
re-dnsurers suffered losses, catastrophe
risk was farmed out to financial markets
through catastrophe bonds (cat bonds).

What is a cat bond?

Gt bonds are a unicue hybrid
Insurance-cum-debt fmancial product
tht transforms insurinee cover into i
traclable security, These bonds transfer
e risk from the at-risk state to not

Just the lmited stock of global re-insurers,

bt to deep-pocketed global finar
markets through seeuritsation, opening
up a much larger quantum of funds for
tchisaster peliel and reconstruction,
Cant bonds are effective In transferring
pre-defined risk to bond Imvestors,
ensurng quicker payouts and a
much-reduced counter-party risk.
Players that create cat bonds are
soveredgn nations, which sponsor the
boral and pay the |m miu
principal |
spansor reguire
the bond to reduce counter-party risk.
Intermediaries can include the World
Bank, the Astan Development Ba :k ar i
relnsurance company.
weeur, the investor runs the sk n:r lostng
a part of the principal - a key reason for
rgher coupon raies of such bonds,
compared to regular debt instruments,
There Is much variation In eoupon rates
for a cat bond depending on the risks
earthguakes garmer lower premiums, as

low as 1-2%, compared to hurricanes or
cyclones,

Are cat bonds profitable?

Mobel Prize sinner Harry Markowio had
Famoassly stated that risk diversification is
“truly the only free lunch in finance®.
Risk-seeking investors find the disaster
risk curve most attractive for

1II\\-|'aim atbon, mate or geologheal

ully e :ulualw and |I!l|l'|‘l'lll|l'l!l ol
anchal risk eurve. Probabilistle and
Istle financial risk curves move
Iy from cat-risk curves, in effect
de-risking the entire portlolio of an
Imvestor. Leading the pack of eat bomd
Imvestors are pension funds, with a
minority share belng occupbed by hedge
Funls ang family offices, seeking to
de-risk thelr market-cenirle risk profiles
for severelgnsponsored cat bonds.

Observers assess that since the onset of

CETTY INADES

cat bonds, there hive been $180 billion
worth new Issuances of cat bonds globally
with about $50 billlen currently
outstanding.

Does India need a cat bond?
In these times of climate change, disaster
risk can become unprofitable for insurers
and re-insurers, as s increasingly evident
in the LS. with the rising intensity of
hurrieanes and forest fires, This couses
premdums to rise and demand o fall,
leading io risk ratcheting back to the
harrbed victim of disasters, This s where
governments can step-in, sponsoring
Instruments like cat bonds, The
unpredictability and increase in
frequency of extreme weather evenis Hke
eyelones, Noods, forest fires and

tatng earthguakes in South Asia
reased Indin's exposure 1o
disaster-risk. India needs to ringfence jis
pubdlic finances for post-disaster
reconsiruction. Ghven the credit standing

af the Indian sovereign and the scale of
Inlia’s hagard risk profile, it could be
cost-effective o sponsor sue
instrument, through an nterr
the Workd Bank, utilising its established
hond curves, Apart from assessing the
existing risk cu ITanee companies
Iy bruild elavses requiring disaster
atlon into contracts with countries,
in the absence of which coupon rates rise.
count, the Indian government ks
ead, hoving already demonserated
provactive risk reduction by allocating
mitigation and capacity building funds
worth $1.8 billion per annum since
FY 2
{.im: Inckia's size and il
stability, India could be le ponsor for a
South Aslan cat bond, given that maost
such reghonal risks remain unbediged. In
addition, the regional hazard
revedls an interesting varkety of
wach with their own risk curv
different flavour of history, vuln
and exposure, Imagine a reghonal
bond for high-lmpact hazards like
earthguake in Bhutan, Nepal and India;
or for a supra-cyclone or tsunami in India,
Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanm nd Sri
Lanka, A South Asian cat bond would

stronger to fee disasters,

‘What are the disadvantages?
A defectively designed sond eouled
leadd to no payout despite o significant
disuster, For example, an earthouake cat
bond destgned for o magnide threshold
of G.6M for w certadn grid may fall ia
6.5M event oceurs and ciuses extensive
damage. In addidon, despite a conteact I
a disaster doesn't occur, it could lead to
questions on the desirability of such
expense, Hence, comparison of premium
i b padd discovered through transparent
government procedure, with historieal
anmual costs of post-disasier
reconstruction could be the best way
fearware,

Safi Ahsan Rézvi is an IPS officer and
aclvizer to the NDMA.

trophe bonds operate? Who issues and sponsors them? Why should a financial investor add catastrophe risk to their porfolio? Can cat bonds offer

THE GIST

Cant bands are & unigu hybeid
Insurance-cum-debt financial
product that transfarms
Insurance caver inte a tradable
stcurity.

-

I thise times of climate
change, disaster risk can
become unprofitabile for
Insurers and re-insuners, as s
Increasingly evident In the US,
with husrricanes and farest
fires, This causes premiums to
rise and demand to fall,
leadirg to nsk ratcheting back
ta the harried victim of
disnsters. This is whire
ROVEFNAWING COn Steg-in,
sponsaring instruments Nke cat
bands,
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A difectively designed cat
bord could lead to no payout
despite o significant disaster,

How did Himachal achieve a
high rank on the NAS?

The story so far:
hen the National
Achievement Survey
(NAS) 2025 results were
released on July 2, few
expeeted Himachal Pradesh - which
runked at & modest 2ist place in 2021 - to
leap into the top fve, While Punjab and
Kerala retained their leading positions, it
was Himachal's W6-rank jump that
garnered headlines.

‘What is the NAS?

The NAS is a nationwice assessment
conducted every three years by the
Ministry of Education, measuring the
learning outcomes of students in
government and government-aided
schools in Classes 3, 5, 8, and 10, 1t tests
core subjects such as language,
mathematics, and science, providing
States with data to inform policy.

K »
K

While it serves as an important
clingnestie tool, the NAS has its
limitations, It measures whit is easily
stable- not necessarily what is maost
ringful. The broader aims of
education such as eritheal thinking,
emotional growth, civic swareness, and
equity, are not eaptured, So, while
Himachal's success in NAS is bdable, it
should not become the sale benchmark
for educational excellence.

{imachal’s rise significant?
unl's rise an the list is seill

nt because it signals a reversal of
decline, For years, Himachal's public
education system - once a model for all
hill States = has struggled. Despite the
Foundational work done under Y5,
Prarmar, the State's first Chief Mindster,
who sy aced a massive expansbon of
schools in the postIndependence period,
where serving society meant going back
to the villages and teaching the young

ones, the postliberalisation era siw the
erosion of public schooling,
Contractual hiring of teachers,
inmdequate recruitment, and
compromised academic s
an exodies of students to pri
Even in remaote villages, private
institutions mushroomed as public
confidence in government schools waned,

Lreds bl oo
schaols,

‘What changed in recent years?

Since taking office, the Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhueled government has pursued & mix
of mtional restructuring and renewed
commitment to public education. Faced
with demographic shifts - most notably,
the declining fertility rate highlighted in
the NFHSS ~ the adminkstration acted to
consolidate resources. More than a 1,000
under-enrolled schools were merged,
allowing for the betber de
teachers and infrastructun
education system was unified under a
single directorate from pre-primary to

Class 12, enbinclng foes dnd
accountability.

School-level deelkston - making was
encouragied, boosting students’ sense of
ownership and kdentity. Teachers and
mierltorious students were glven
opportunities for exposure visits, bath
natbonl and international, o learn from
Innovative practices, A cluster-bused
miodel of sehool management was
acdopted o encourage peer learning,
share resources, and comminity
participation.

Does the NAS reflect these efforts?

Not entirely. The NAS gives us an
important signal - that Himachal is back
on track, But it tells us litthe abeout the
socio-emotional well-being of students,
the quality of weaching learning
relationships, or community engagement.
The danger Hes in mistaking performance
in standardised tests for education iself,
Himachal's achievement lies in rekindling
faithy in the ichea of public education,

‘What lies ahead?
As Himachal ricles this wave of reform, it
miust now deepen its commitment by
regularising teacher appointments,
expanding holistic assessments, and
ensuring that rural and manginalised
students are not left behind,

Tikender Sivgh Parowar {5 former deputy
sy oof Shimla, and member of the
Kerala Urban Commission,
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assessmnt conducted every
three years by the Ministry of
Education, messuring the
learming cutcomis of studints
In gavernment and
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slgnificant because it signals o
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Ravernimant has pursued o mix
af rational restructuring and
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pulblic education.
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Intercontinental clock comparison
sets stage to redefine the second

Because they can enumerate one second up to 18 decimal places, scientists expect optical clocks will become the worlds new time standard around

2030, Until then, however, optical clocks will have to pass rigorous tests attes

Vasudevan Mukunth

+ esearchers from around the
world have completed the
anﬂd's largest, maost
demanding head-to-head

comparison of clocks in history to build
confidence for the upcoming redefinition
of the secand.

The duration of a single second is
currently defined by caesium (Cs) aomic
clocks, Lasers "count” the radiation
emitted by Cs atoms in these devices to
meeasure one second, give or take a fiew
billiomths. As the applications of atomic
clocks have expanded — including GPS
navigation, climate science, and radio
astromomy — expectations of their
performance have also increased,
necessitating the more advanced oprical
clocks,

Scientists around the world have been
studying and testing these
next-generation devices, Because they
can enumerate one second up to around
18 decimal places, scientists expect
optical clocks will replace Cs atomic
clocks as the world's new time standard
arcund 2030, Until then, however, optical
chocks will have to pass rigorous
attesting to their ability to work
from different parts of the world.

The new effort presents the largest,
muost sophisticated such test to date, It
imvalved 10 optical atomic clocks on three
continents and 65 researchers.

step

51 unit of time

To measure the passage of time, strike up
a conversation with the person next
yo. If it's riveting, time will fly. But if it
advances in painstaking step i will
show to a crawl,

For better or for worse, this isn't good
enough for scientists. To understand how
much time one second denotes, they use
natural phenomena. In the early 20th
century, the definition of a second was
one-86,400th of a mean solar day. The
first quartz crystal clocks that appeared in
the late 19405 could measure time more
accurately than the earth’s rotation. So
seientists switched to the earth's
revalution around the sun. In 1956, ane
second became equal o
one31,556,925,9747th of the time the
earth took to go once around the sun
fromm January 0, 1900,

Since then,
building better clocks that, at each step,
also incentivised them to refine the time
standard, The current standard is based
on atomic cocks. These clocks don't
directly measure time. Instead, they are
complicated setups scientists put together
to generate radiation of a fixed frequency.
(Frequency is nothing but the inverse of
time.}

In 1967, the S1unit of tme was defined
thus: “the duration of 9,192,631,770
periods of the radiation corresponding to

o

the transition between the two hyperfine
levels of the ground state of the
caesium-133 atom", This verbose
definition really communicates a simple
meaning.

Pass the last one

An atom's internal energy comes in fixed
steps, like rungs on a ladder. It can jump
up a rung by ahsorbing the right amount
of energy and jump back down by giving
that energy up again.

In a Cs atomic clock, the energy that
muakes the jump is supplied by a finely
tuned microwave signal. The atoms react
muast strongly when the microwave
frequency is 9,192,631,770 Hz. Ebectronics
watch how many atoms make the jump. If
that number slips below a peak, the
equipment nudges the microwave setting
until the jump rate is back to the
muaximum. When that happens, the
microwave signal itself is guaranteed to be
exactly 9,192,631,770 He, i.e. compased of
9,192,631,770 waves per second.

Chips called frequency dividers count
these microwave waves and pass on only
every 5,192,631,770th one. This wave
comes along every one second — and is
the 51 definition of the second.

Around the world, many countries
have set up their own Cs atomic clocks to
define their respective national time
standard. In India, the National Physical
Laboratory in New Delhi maintaing five Cs
atomic clocks. The clocks” output is
disseminated to various applications
around India via the INSAT satellites
telecommunication signals, and fibre
links. Scientists, however, are already at
work refining the next big thing: the
optical atomic clock.

Good for 15 billion vears

The wall clock hanging in your house is
likely powered by two AA batteries and
uses a quartz crystal oscillator, After a few
manths, the dock will start losing a few
seconds. The Cs atomic clock that defines
the US national time standard boses only
ome second every 300 million vears,
however.

This is stupendous, yet in some cases it
isn't good enough. As their application in
defining the time standard suggests,
atomic clocks are used in many
technologies that we encounter every day.
The Amertican GPS network, Russia's
GLOMASS, Europe's Galileo, and India's
NavlC comstellation use atomic clocks
omboard satellites o accurately measure
distance and location data for both
ian and military use. Astronomers use
it in radio-astronomy to piece together
signals received on different parts of a
large telescope. This is how they captured
history’s first photograph of a black hole
in 2019, Climate scientists use atomic
eliscks for ultra-precise measurements of
the earth's gravity that reveal where ice
and water have been lost.

As these applications have expanded,

In India, the National Physical
Laboratory maintains five Cs

atomic clocks. Their output is
disseminated around India via

satellites, telecommunication
signals, and fibre links

the expectations of atomic clocks have,
1o, The definitive emission in Cs atomic
clocks, of 9,192 631,770 Hz, is in the
microwave range of the electromagne
spectrum. In optical atomic docks,
the optical {or visual) range. The radiation
emitted when a strontium atom jumps
between two particular energy levels is
429,228 066,418,009 Hz, When a
yiterbium-ion jumps between two levels,
the radiation has frequency

642,121 496,772 645 Hz. Because this
radiation contains 10,000-times more
waves per second, a device that can count
them out can also messure one second
mare precisely.

The frequency of the radiation emitted
is also proportional to the clock’s stability.
In 2014, one optical atomic clock that
wsed strontium atoms would reportedly
dirift by less than one second hillion
vedrs, This is why optical atomic clocks
are set to become the next global time
standard.

But ahead of the milestone, scentists
must prove that clocks in different
oountries agree with one another to the
18th decimal place.

Across three continents
Enter: the new test. It invalved 10 optical
clocks based on five atoms: strontium-87
(5r), ytterbium-171 {¥h), charged
witerbium-171 ions in two states (Yhe E2
and ¥b* E3), charged strontium-88 (3r),
and indium-115 ions {In'). The clocks were
bocated at six national metrology
institutes in Finland, France, Germany,
Italy, the UK., and Japan.

The two clocks participating from
Germany were in the same building, so
the scientists linked their outputs through
short optical fibres. The clocks across
France, Germany, and Italy were linked
with telecommunication fibres that
already run through these countries. To
prevent any noise or di jon

Channel, the Baltic Sea, and all the way to
Japan, the teams used an advanced GPS
technigue called integer precise point
positioning (IPPF),

Becanse optical clocks occasionally
take breaks for maintenance, the teams
set up simpler backup clocks that stepped
in termpaorarily to keep time using GPS
data. When the optical atomic clocks
were back in operation, the backups
would handover and step back.

In this way, all the docks ran for 45
days between February 20 and April 6,

ng to their ability to work in step from different parts of the world

2022, Every time two different clocks
were running and connected, the
researchers divided their laser
frequencies to make a ratio. In total the
teams reported 38 independent
opticalfrequency ratios, far more than
any earlier project. Four of these ratios -
Yh(E3) o Yh, In to Yh, 8¢ to &r, and S5
to Vb — had never before been measured
directly. The tightest single result was the
ratice between the In* and Yb(E3) clocks
in Germany, measured locally with an
uncertainty of just 4.4 < 104,

The teams found that the fibre and
satellite links told the same story for most
ratins, For example, the & cocks in
Germany and France differed by a factor
of less than 2 = 10 via both technologies,
showing that long fibres and IPPP could
both support ultra-precise timing in good
conditions, Similarly, same-atom ratios -
Sr tor Sr, Yb to b, and Yb' to Yb' -
confirmed that many clocks were healthy.
The Germany and the UK. clocks were
compared by GPS across the North Sea
and matched within 3 = 10 even after
accounting for downtime.

Combine results responsibly
The researchers were also able to reveal
gaps they will have to fix: before 2020,
Every GPS- ratio that involved the
Italian ¥b dock was off by about 4 = 1078
[ with fibre
pointing to a previously unnoticed signal
distribution glitch at the Ialian facility.
The strontium clocks in France and
Germany showed small but real offsets,
up to 2= 10%, when the teams checked
them against other clocks and each other.
These shifts were large enough to mater
for a future definition of the second and
will need further study.

The authors of the paper describing
the test, published in Optica on June 12,
noted that recognising such hiccups is
exactly why large, redundant campaigns
are valuable.

Because many ratios shared the same
clocks, fibres, backups or GP'S receivers,
the teams noted that their errors were
correlated. To address this, they
developed a 38 = 38 matrix capturing 242
non-zero correlation coefficients. These
coefficients captured the degree to which
any two variables were related, e.g. it was
.94 when two ratios shared a common
clock on the same fibre. The teams said
publishing these correlations will allow
future analysts combine results
responsibly instead of double-counting
information.

In the final analysis, by showing that 10
heterogenous clocks across three
continents could agree with each other m
within a factor 10 o 10%, and by
identifying the rare cases when they
didn’t, the test has cleared many
obstacles en route to redefining the 51
second with optical atomic clock
standards.

(mukunth.viithehindu.coin)

Aview of TMCL captured by the Eurspean Space
Agency's Herschel Dbservatary, £5a (00 BY.58)

Organic molecules
survive in space
thanks to energy
release ‘valve’

Vasudevan Mukunth

Polyeyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)
are ring-shaped molecules of carbon and
hydrogen. Astronomers think they make
wp a fifth of all carbon in interstellar
space. There is a hypothesis that meteors
brought PAHs from space to earth and
created the first building blocks of life,
attaching important value o their ability
0 SUTVive in s

In Taurus Molecular Cloud 1 (TMCI),
smitll closed-shell PAHs - molecules
whose electrons are in pairs - appe,
preater quantities than theory predicts
even though they are constantly exposed
1o starlight that should have destroyed
them,

Now, researchers from Australia,
Sweden, and the UK have cracked this
puzzle by studying the indenyl cation,
CaHr+, & charged fragment of a PAH called
ene (CsHs). The team found that the
ions have a mechanism to cool rapidly,
letting them accumulate in TMCI over
time,

The findings, published recently in
Physical Review Lefters, mean
astronomers can refine their models of
how PAHS grow from fragments to
eventually seed planets with prebiotic
carbon.

TMC1 s & collection of gas, dust, and
plasma abour 430 Hght vears away.

When PAH= absorb high-ene
radiation, they can have maore int

cation, Caly+, a fragment of a
PAH called indene (Cobls), found
that the ions have a mechanism
1o cool v, leoting them
accumulate in TMC1 over time

energy than their weakest chemical bond
can handle. If the molecule doesn™t lose
this energy, it will disintegrate.

Previous research on open-shell PAH
cations has shown that recurrent
fluorescence — light emitted as the
muolecule’s electrons jump repeatedly
between ground and excited states — can
allow the molecule to shed energy. But
CI9HT+ is a closed-shell PAH with a
different electronic structure, so scientists
weren't sure whether recurrent
fluorescence could protect it.

The researchers injected CH¥HT7+ jons
with a lot of vibrational energy into a pair
of ion storage rings at Stockholm
University. When such a hot ion broke
apart, the neutral fragments flew out of
the rings and hit a detector, By counting
those neutrals over time, the team
recorded how fast the ions were breaking
up. This way, they found that the ions”
characteristic cooling rate was noticeably
higher than that reported for several PAH
cations,

Then the team put together a model
that juggled three competing ways in
which the ion could lose energy:
dissociation, the probability that a bond
snapped; infrared emission, the rate at
which the molecule conld lose energy by
shaking or twisting its bonds; and
recurrent fluorescence. When the team
man simulations, it found that el ding
recurrent fluorescence produced data
closely matching the rings data.

“The net effect is that many of the
PAHs — in particular the small ones, think
less than 50 carbon atoms - can
efficiently cool rather than decompose,”
study coauthor and University of East
Anglia associate professor James Bull said.
“These small ones are important as there
has been a surge in their discovery i
space over the last few year:
radivastromonmy chservations.”
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Combating corruption

Investigators need more power with safeguards

K Raghavan

recent Madras High Court
A declsion that struck down

aCenrral government
order permitting anti-corruption
agpncm o |m“€mr the m]eﬁmne
of a bribery case suspect should
cause dlgmzuy among officers of
CBland similar agencles,

I taking exception to what it
congldered secretive Intrusion
inzo the privacy of a citizen the
HC relied heavi by on a steict
reading of Section 5(2) of the
Indian Telegraph Act which
permits monitoring of an
individual's telephone after
obtalning the permission of the
nmhmimd official nndcr special

the

CURBING CORRUPTION.

Empowering afficlals srocmora

unlikely of venues, There ks
further the offer and receips of
favour in imaginarive forms other
thean cash, making the job of

qncurlrynr'[he Srate, ]m'lﬁu:
emergency, public safery, erc. The
ovlded for

OFTUPL 3CES more
difficult. lﬁlan(lgsrlw
agelltcl.els M;\:llm:;td.q?( mare

monitering nfphnncs {"tapping")
by the Act does not include
Investigation of routine crlme or
actsof corruption,

‘There is near consensus over
the need to combat corruption bn
high places, But the conflict arises
over the mechanics used by the
povernment bodies in fighting
cormuption,

RESPECTING RIGHTS
Some argue that the government
investigative agencies must avold
harsh methods given that these
ave white collar crimes.
Experlenced public servants
believe thataggression In tackling
cormuptlon will need tobe
combined with a respect for
human rights as often these cases
are dxmcd by lack of conclusive
g It is acknowledged widely thar
pelitical corraprion and civil
service misconduct go hand In

hand. Corrups politiclans often
n[mram(lmm pliant civil
Servants,

Itis very disturbing to see
young 145 and [PS offi

m;rupnnn.

Given the scale of corruption,
hawksin the CEland State
antl-corruption agencies rend o
resort sometimes o guestl L

Indian economy at crossroads

STRUCTURAL ISSUES. Long-term growth is likely to be range-bound at 6,5%. Private investment needs to revive quickly

he GO growth in the fourth

quarter of 2024-25 a1 7.4 per

cent and growth for full year

of 2024-25 a1 6.5 per cent

have exceeded the
consensus expectations making the
immediate impact of ghobal tarlffwar
not consequential for India.

Higher (4 growth has largely been
fuelled by impressive growth in fixed
capital formation, Overall average GDP

rowth of 6.14 per cent from 2012-13 10
)24-25 has only been a shade lower
than private final consumption
expenditure averaging 6,18 per centand
ashade higher than gross fixed capiral
formation of 6.07 per cent,

‘This indicates that growth in GDP has
broadly been aligned with its two most

provate

methods, including telephone
mnnnnrllng, wl(h.;ﬁr d‘mpm
anthorisatbon of the Home
Secretary (both in Central and
State governments) and for

urposes not envisaged by kaw,
q‘h.ﬁem Ui to '[lmnag;n nla:; ethical
question: Does the end justify the
meRns?

The Madras High Court was
right in coming down heavily on
unauthorised eavesdropping, Bur
then should it not have taken into
account the travalls of
anti-corruption agencies in
producing credible evidence
before courts against individuals
who were suspected for robibing
the exchequer?

EMPOWERING OFFICIALS
Since the law s often unable to
deal with the growing
sophisticarion of corruption, the
higher judiclary should stepin

BETLNg
corrupted early n their careers,

Iy np:cﬂml I[T!{ea,dlshomﬂr
povernment officials, actin
sometimes in randem with a few
Inthe private sector, have
sequired incredible finesse In the
artoflining their pockets.

With their thorough knowledge
of nvestigative process, they
often ourwit the investigative
agencies.

While there are still a few
unscrupulous officials who are
artless and crude, a majority are
shrewd in hiding their misdeeds,
They operate through middlemen
o digrupt the chaln of Hlegal
rransactlong,

Also, receipt of bribes takes
place unobrrusively in the mast

thehindubus

and direct g o amend
the [ndian Telegraph Act 188510
give greater discretion to
antl-corruption officials in
securing eruclal evidence for
fixing the corrupt,

It must be remembered that
telephonic conversations could
yield alox of information that is
wiral to successful investigation
and which will stand rigid judictal
serutiny.

The percentage of success in
COFFUpTION cases remains
shockingly low and we need to

uip agencles with stronger
cqrrd!‘,‘a er providing the #L'Eedcd
safeguards againse abuse of
authoeiry,

The writer |s afammer GBI Director

nessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.
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GoM clears proposal to restart Dabhol
A empewered Group of Ministers |aoking into the restart of the $2.9-billion
Dahhol power project on Sakurday cleared a Cabinet note entailing the

rackage,

g payrnents b

majarity equity

holders, GE and Bechte), and overseas lenders af the project,

Panel may offer 2-3 options for oil PSUs’ merger

The Krishnarmurthy Committee on synergy in energy, which & expected to

SuBMIL its report on Manday to the Petraleum Minkter, Mr Mard Shankar Alyar,

is Bkely 1o propse bwa or three eptions for the merger of el public sectar
undertakings, instead of suggesting a menolith structure bringing al PSLs

ursder ane umbrella

ml‘mumptim andfived capltal
formation and a sticky Incremental
Capleal Outpur Razlo (1COR).

RESILIENT ECONOMY
Long-term trends indicate that the
Indian economy is resilient 1o shocks

d Imcmal]y lonally
glohally, bur its long-term groweh is also
likely to remain range bound and under
6.5 per cent per annum, We examing
here acceleration in growth, structural
shifis in consumptlon, sectoral share In
production and Investment.

Rising growth and consumption
expenditure are interrelated and
independent of lead and lag and one
feeds the other, But sectoral shifis in
consumption have welfare and
distriburional implicarions.

Between 2011-12 and 2023-24, there
has beena decline in share of
expendirure on food and non-aleoholic
beverages from 3.4 per cent L 264 per
cent, while there s

Growth of GDP & private consumption, GCF/GDP
ratio (all in per cent) and ICOR
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allied activities from 16.5 per cent in
2)11-1210 14,1 per cent in 2024-25, this
decline in shave has shifted to services,
particularly professional services rather
‘than to manufacturing or basic services
of health and education,

ing which hasbeen

sectors bs hardly significant, We noze
that the share of financlal services, with
Increase in banking and financial
penecration remains stagnant at faper

constraints due to rising rariffwalls,
Despite share of GDP increase of
meaquoml services, fallin capial
ormation leads to possibili
predominance of low technical level of
peofessional services. There has been a
sharp Increase in (Iu.\ shave for other

and health fmm 4, ‘Pper cent o8 per
cent, whichis bound to raise their
quality of outcomes,

The three secroral distriburlons of
consumption, GDP and capital
formation suggest an uncertaln partern.
The sectors whose share in GDP is
Increasing ave witnessing a decline in the
share in capital allocation indicatin
either there was excess capacity earlier
or the entrepreneurs see an uncertain
furure,

In construction and rransportation,
where one would like to see greater
capiral penetration because of loglstc
concerns, but there |3 also lesser
allecation of capital. We see the same in
the crop sector.

While the expectarions are fora
moderation in labour absorprionin
agriculoure, capital formation does not
seem 1o be growing at any significant
rate, All these are bound 1o lmpact
peoductiviry, growth and income n the
econonyy,

Drata suggest Indian economy isata
crossroads with clear signs of welfare
changes (In terms of changing
consumption of commodities or in
terms the share of bottom 30 per cent),
Innovarion and emerging sectors (a
stagnant share of manufacturing with
[mmf RE&D expenditure and eritical

frastructure) and acceleration in
gmwrh {Im verms of stagnant or

eclining shares in manufacturing,
professional services). I'hll.qm rlnm In
such a siruarion are not unamb

During the planning era, di mc(nnsl
were provided from the (In.pa &Mlq

cent. Construction, des pite an emply
on Inframm:mmand civicamenities

cnnml\-ed asthe lead secror for

increase in shamofcxpcnd:mm on
education, health, transpore &
commmunication from 24,8 per cent 1o
31.4 percent, indicaring a shift rowards
capacity development.

The consumption of botrom 30 per
centof population has increased from
14.5 percent to 15.8 per centand Ginl

clent dacined onk irvall
Theough varlous stad jes Indicate 8 si\arp
decline n poverty ratio {particularly
extreme poverty), there is hardly any
significant increase in consumption
sharve of bortom 30 per cent of
populstion, despire a moderately
relatively higher growthand direct
transfers.

‘The sectoral share In GDP since
2011-12has alse not changed
significantly, While there has beena
decline in the share of agriculoure &

gunem(lnnhaa O SEeT 8
hmakmmngh in share increase deapite
g{,\amlemphmaon(hls sector, The
hare of manufacturing continues o be
stagnant ar around 17 per cent in gross
valoe added. P v
Increase in share of professional
services s driven by various factors and
thelr spillover effect on the rest of the

The sectors whose share
in GDP is increasing are
witnessing a decline in the
share in capital allocation,
indicating that either there
was excess capacity earlier,
or the entrepreneurs see an
uncertain future

g housing, has seen irs share
ng & moderate decline,

witness

CAPITAL FORMATION
The story with regard to the sectors'
share in gross caplral formation over the
vears is not different. While the share of
agriculrure & allled sectors kn gross
capital formation has narrowly moved in
the range of 6-8.5 per cent, there has
Beenan Increase in the share of capital
formation In communication services
from around 1.7 per centin 2011-12t0
close to 5.7 per cent In 2023-24,
Contrary to expectarions, the share of
capital formation bn manufacturing
(feom 19.2 per centin 2011-12m0 16,1

ilﬂl‘ ‘IHS were
Inthe changed soenarln thereare
multlplec}mlma—m:muf:murlng ar
services; large oligopolistic structure
which could globally compete or
MEMEs; Instivatlonal finance led or dets
[memnglnmerms;mnm-{!:pﬁnmmr
e-business; agriculturally dominated
waorkforce ora move diversified
empowered one; a 30 percent labour
force kn 15-29age group waiting tobe
absorbed in sa?:fncgdjo#s "
entrepreneurship,

Cuestion is not of elther and or, but of
a judicious mix of all. In this siruation, It
Is for the Government to take alead in
accelerating investment, especially
pelvare investment, improving capaciry
crmtl.on emplumlng eregulation,

dit to miero sector for

percent in 2023-24) and p bonal
services (from 25,5 percent in2011-12
10 18.7 per cent In 2023-24) has
moderated considerably,

For manufacturing services, r}uq Is

cnpltal formation, reducl ng cariff walls
and reorienting its own expenditure.

Gopalan bs former Secretary, Ecenomic Affairs, and

consistent with declinl
GDP since 2008 and snpply chain

singhi ks Minkzry of
Finance. Views snprassed are personal

Powell’s successor may struggle to deliver “Trump rate cuts’

Maria Elaisa Capurra

Those investors have targered

FOMC meetings and 12 vote, In other

Edward Bolingbroke ﬁnurencnmracu linked rothe Secured words, the new chair will have towin
%e Financing Rate, or SOFR, over thelr colleagues with a reasonable
lose Pederal Reserve watchers whv:hc sely tracks the benchmark case for cutting,
have a message for who  federal funds rate. They've sold off Contenders for the Fed chair job
thinks the next leaderof the US  contracts that expire prior to Powell's Include former Fed Governor Kevin
central bank will deliver lower exit and piled Into contracts that expire ‘Warsh, Treasury Secretary Scott
borrowing costs on a sllver plarter: lr»“ after the expected arvival of a Bessent and National Economie
Don't count onir, ump-appointed chair. (‘num:ll Director Kevin Hassett,
While it's an unlikel some It's atrade thar I loomberg has reported. Current Fed
Investc i posizions in Trump geteing his way, shrugging off ve Chair J Powel “hristopher Waller is alsoan
furures markets that will proficif how the oenmlhankgmnabour n[l'[ln.n andfnrmsr \M:r]d nank
Interest rates deop immediately after settl Chair Richard Clarida. “He can't call in b

Jerormne Powell's term as chair ends n Adl alr“can'uct likeadictator,”sald  the Marines or anything like thar,” floared. Hsneu on June 26 ecl\aed

Left to meet Sonia to end impasse on BHEL divestment Maazmﬁ . The trade has been fuelled Mark Gertler, anewmmlu%mfmar usting rates, Gertler pointed outr,  Trump's call for kower rates, and Warsh
While maintaining that they would ret dilute their stand on the propesed 10 by US President UnmldTrump (] at New'n'nrkl.‘lnmrxir.ywho reuhe iuppanofamajnrlwon nmllartysald hnmmngmihmﬂd
per cent disinvestments of BHEL stake, the Left parties today indicated that pledge to mmlnace dy that co-authored papers with fi Fed me E‘edem.] Open Market Ci dow with Fox
there could be away sut of the eurrert impasce alter thelr meating with the WANES 60 cut rates.” Chair Ben Bernanke and former Vice Mineteen policymakers participate in Eunan an Munday_wu
UPA Chairperson, Ms Soria Gandhi, on Sunday, Prior to that, the four Lek
parties met here today o chalk cut their strategy for the Sundsy meeting.
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2736

EASY DOWN NOTSOEASY DOWN

01, Putting out of 01, rd sing confusedly about musical performance that's

ACROSS countenance (13) ACROSS upsetting (13

01, N knger fashioratle (5) 02 A score and ten (6) 01, Qle-fashioned way one had year of arigin 02, Nurnber to try to make a hit with (6)

04, Mauldabile (7} 03 Find out, make knawn (8} ascertaned (5) 03, Fird that the recosd has besn hnished (8)

Q8. Lnmarried wamen (9)
09, Managed; raced (3)

100 In the egen (7)

12 Seandinavian capital (4)
14, American legilator (7)
17. Remarse, sarrow {4)

18 Makeup fer kashes (7)
201 Lintle devil (3)

21, Compasing family:
Damenice, et (9)

23, Smeared, lubricated, (7)

24, african nation {5}

04, Writer of tales of mystery,
verse (1)

05, In additian {4)

06 Misse, song-bird (6)

07, Rearrangerment, military
strengthening (13}

11, Doeraain, kingdom (5}

13, Takes prafessianal advice ()
15 Curved bar attached to hasp (&)
16 Stepped marching (6)

18, Irrvites, puts question (4)

22 Goen ta say (3)

04, The final ene in a pesteard to be mouldable (7)
08, N -union kadies (5)

09, Dye wasrrt Fast - or was It? (%)

10, Lesawe via this exit in the garden (7)

12, Capital turned into endless less with nething added (£)
14, Nos rest a palitician might take shresd (7)

17,1 the OT she could have been hurt by remarse (4)

8, A mark of a weund Mather got around using makeu (7)

W

0, Mischigvous fellow taking part in trim parealeens (3)
21, Cat trails wariced out by family of composers (%)

23, Cupidity as include d when bribed (7)

4, The Sauth of France puts an end to the country (5)

b

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2735

ACROSS 2, Blurb 5 Tick 7, Flag 8, Trampled 9, Bracelet 11, Farm 12 Manageabilty 15. Fha 17, Reflects 19, Frighten 21, Hail 22 Shap 23, Calon

BOWHN 1. Malaria 2. Bug 3, Untl 4 Branvtub 5 Tip 6, Clear 10,

Crave 11, False 13 Erratic 14, Tatting 16, Lurch 18

Final 20. Gyp 21. Hen

04, Mystery writer was alse an endess versiher (3)
05, In addition ta the half-real, almost a s (4)

06, Sanghird ghes ane  sore threat (6)

07, Making pood of what ore has to study, so laidinto it
miybe (13)

11, The right to a meal perhags cifered by the kingdam (5)
13, Takes acvice from expert with cur man abraad en
backstreet (3)

15, The settled market for a U-shaped fastener (6)

16, Stopped death being dealt out when about filty (6)

19, Makes a request for the eheres nat to be began (4)

22, Put on the ends of opera and galiard (3)
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Big, bold reform

‘Beautiful Bill’ could help US growth but at a cost

art Aof the Indian Budget is always

criticised for its extensive coverage of

practically everything under the sun. But
now comes Donald Trump’s OBBBA or One Big
Beautiful Bill Act that, to all intents and purposes,
appears to cover everything in the solar system.
Although it is certainly very big, whether it is
beautiful depends on which side of the political
divide you stand, Left or Right.

If Left, OBBBA is a regressive piece of
Wl

legislation with its Medicaid cuts and
permanent extension of estate duty and gift
tax exemptions. If Right, it will make
America great again by extending the 2017
income tax breaks, expanding standard
deductions and allowing more liberal
expensing of corporate spends. But the
truth, as always, lies somewhere inthe
middle. The net impact of the OBBBA will
depend on the productivity of American
labour and capital. A quick reading suggests
that both can rige, as the Act reduces
state-sponsored incentives to stay off work.
But the positive effects of this can be offset
by sharp reductions in the incomes of, and
welfare payments to, the poorand the
not-so-well off, Sweeping reforms always
create current losers and future winners, It
happened in America with the Reagan tax
reforms and in the UK with the Thatcher
reforms, both in the 1980s,

Concernsare being expressed on the
massive increase in the budger deficit of the
US because it will entail higher borrowings
and national debt, But the US prints the
dollars in which the debt is held. It is worth
recalling here thar US public debt ax the end
of the Second World War was 125 per cent of
its GDP, High inflation was expected to be
the consequence, but the opposite
transpired as American industrial capacity
had became highly productive during the
war, This can very well be repeated now,
provided American immigration policies
don't end up pushing up the floor level of
wages by squeezing the supply of
semi-skilled labour, in which the USis
woefully short,

The impact of the Act on financial
markets will be mixed. Stock markets may
weleome the corporate and income tax
breaks, which are expected to propup US
GDP by between 0.5 and 1.2 per cent over
time, But bond markets have already voted
negatively, with estimates sugpesting that
the Act will peg up the US deficitby $3
rillion over a decade. Worries about the
sustainability of US debt have kept US bond
yields elevared in recent months and the
OBBBA seems to have pushed up vield on
10-year US treasuries up by another 20 basis
points this past week, This makes it harder
for the Fed Chalr vo resume policy rate cuts,
The Indian diaspora can cheer the watering
down of remittance tax from 5 per cent to 1
per cent withwide-ranging exemptions.
Overall, OBBBA is likely w increase
American growth rates, but this will come at
the expense of incomes and welfare on the
one hand and financial smooth sailing on the
other, But if it shifts the balance away from
financial markets to the product and labour
markets, the world economy will benefit,

OTHER VOICES.
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Trump calls out the Putin charade

The biggest nmws from leeaeli Prime Minster Berjamin Netanyahu’s visit 1o the
\White Hause Manday is what Denald Trumys said shaut ancther part of the
warrld: The LS will resume srm shipments i Likeaing in its war for survival
against Viadimir Putin. The President i grasping what some of his staffers
dlorit: Arrming Kyiv is resfism rooted in Armerica's security interests. “We're
geing Lo send some more weaparis” M. Trump said to & reparter. “We have
to, They b be abd 1 They're getting hit very hard™
The President on Tuesday fallowed up by unloading on Mr. Putin at a cabinet
rneeting “We get alet of bulls — threwn at us by Puting” whe is “very nice 3l
the tirme, but it ums out to be meaningless” Yes it does, The US [ast week held
up shipments of everything from artillery to air-cefence mis shes. paw oae, s g

Don’tlet US prise open agri market

HOLD FIRM. This must be resisted as it will hurt the livelihoods of farmers, and pose a threat to our food security

BISWAJNT DHAR

ne of the most
contentious issues in the
India-US bilateral rrade
agreement (BTA)
negotiations is the Tramp
Administration’s artempt to pry open
India's agricultural marﬂ’[ ’JR:I];
been evident from President Trump and
his Cabinet cnl.leapn: systematic push
fior lowering India's high tariffs,
ciallyonki 8 Iike rice and
ﬁu,m};mhl?rw siness to
significantly expand their presence in
India, Opening India's agriculure to
Imports wnu.l.fcrem]iu‘elihmd
for farming iries
and pose a serious threat to its food

secur

Ong:elrparuhe US farm lobbies
have consistently demanded greater
access to India's agriculrural marker.
The Narional Com Growers Assoclation
{MCGA) has been the most forthrighs in
demanding market access in India. The
NCGA hasargued that India's
restrictions on genetically modified
corhave blocked access for American
com impores, a8 94 per cent of the corn
produced in the US |s genetically
modified. The lobby has polnzed out that
India imposes technical vestrictions that
prevent access for disziller dried grains
with solubles (_DD("S] a prrocim t’mm
ethanol prod

barriers and to import US corn
(Tertys bty AM100). The American
Soybean Association (ASA) was equally
insistent that India lowered its rarifa o
facilitate | of its members'
products, Though this lobby was equally
apprehensive of India’s restrictions on
penetically modified products, which
includes American soyabeans, the
Association received a illlp in mid-April
this yearas India took ewnershipofa
massive order of US soy oll. According to
the ASA, an unknown buyer transferred
asale of 42,000 tonnes to India. The US
also shipped 42,000 tonnes of soy ofl to
Indiaduring that same period
Tetts) it Ly depdheal).
{ T{fwhe’::l.cbbuei comprising the LS
‘Wheat Assoctates (USW) and the
National Association of Wheat Growers
(NAWG), have been backing the US
government to target Indla's subsidies
on rice and wheat in the WTO
(Tertye it Iy 44jKrL. 7). Besides seeking
tional market access for its
agricultural products in India, the US
has been systemarically tavgeting India's
agﬂculmmsuhaldlegllymhresw"ﬂé.
series of submissions to WT('s
Commirtee on Agriculmure, the last of
which was made in November 2024, the
USand four other WTO members
argued that India's minimum support
price (MSP) for rice and wheat far
exceeded the permissible limitof 10 per
cent of the value of production of the
wo cereals,

n.mn METHODOLOGY
of India's subsidies

and also limits echanol i mports from the
Us, Themnpuwemww efore,

reghmmmadenn(l\ehemofaﬂmd
hodology that WTFs on

been urging the Tru.mpMmInIsl:raIlon
w lndu%le mmand coirm. m—pmd:mn,
in

any final agreement w‘hh In.dls_
The coen p is

Agnmlm.re {AoA) uses for ca]m]a'[lng
the level of price support provided by a
member. According to this
methodology, |mrns.(|nmlprl.ces

that India's trade restrictions. pur US
farmers ara distiner disadvantage and
thar addremns these barriers would
\nnlrl the American
farmers: iy if Indlia were to drop its
restrictions nnsenerlcally fied

prevailingal
namely lﬂﬂé-ﬂﬂ arecompared whh the
current MSP for caleularing the level of

price qusnm Insdlia heas repeamdly

abandon production of the crirical food
crops, providing opportunities to the US
agri-business to caprure the Indlan
market, and jeopardising [ndia’s hard
earned domestic food securiry,

The iromy ks thar India's farm
subsidies are being rargeted by the
country whose subsidies are the highest
amang the WTO members, The US
farm subsidies have mmdn:enﬂv

Corn: US costs/prices and
international price s o

increased over the past two d
from $61 billion in 19495 billion to 215
billion in 2022, Though India's subsidies
have also increased, especially in recent
vears, totalling 892 billion in 2023-24,
the two countries provide subsidies for
rpletely diffesent pu 5, Almost
)ulfnflm::ya ] snhald&s mdjremd
towards supporting poor farmers (the
“low income and resource paor farmers™
inWT0 parlance), and according to the
government, their share was 99.43 per
cent (http:/ WLy 4 SWD?PGT). On the
other hand, US farm subsidies are being
mdmmalmsinlu puai:innen aleading
dities.

EiEEE

—\
=/

ﬁ EHEE E
— Destnrmﬂuuﬂnn
= Harvest pesiod price
— Inkemnational price, US Ne.2 Yellaw

Wheat: US costs/prices and
international price s sse e

F

exparrer of
This ImEIIeg thar whlle lndn Frovldes
farm d
food security, the L‘S Tas heel\
subsidising its agriculture to enable its
agri-business to expand its global
footprint,

Drara available from the US
Department af&gnnﬂmre(USDA) on

E ¥ B EE S8

costs and reums of major
show hiow the subsidies have acted as the
weurnp card for the US agri-business in
inzernational markers. Subsidies allow
the US producers to keep their harvest
period prices of major commodities
systematically below their costs of

n, In other words, they dump
their products in the international
markets, More interestingly, the harvest
perludtgrlmn,w}n'dl canbetakenasa
proxy for domestic prices, have also
been below the intermarional prices, The
cost-price trends for corn, whear and
soyabeans during 2017- 2024 are shown
lmhe charts to illustrate (hls

(be level of price mp}xur( would req\llre
el(hernd]lmhlgr_he GH6-BE

oo, it col the p
$235 million worth of US h

lonal prices for inflation, or wo
| prices fromamre

vear; (ii} if the US could access India's
sustainable -aviation fuel marker, it
de §4

grains, i ||:\m: ld It in

recent period.
Expectedly, the AoA's flawed
miethodology would never be rectified as
the US farm lobbies like the USW and
NAWG are using it as an instrument to
exert Indiatoreduce its

$13.75 million i in Imports in the firsc
year, growing toan estimated $§137.5
milllon within five years,

The NCGA estimates show that the
com i eyeing a market valued at
about $683 million through the
India-US FTA (efrp:/ /el 4k BRK).
Imporzantly, the US Commerce
Secrerary, Howard Lutnick, lent his
volee in suj of the com Lol
calling for Em:inn in lndia‘s.h(‘:yade

I
farm subsidies. Ifthe government of
Indasuccumbs to this pressure and
reduces/removes MSF, the already
distressed farmers would be forced o

Unless Trump agrees to
reduce farm subsidies,
India must refuse to cut
tariffs on commadities

on. These fig) that
Mule(hel.‘SmuI.deﬂlJ'v e

o os

=== Cost of production

== Harvust period price

= Inkematioral price- No.1 Hard
Fiad Whntar

Soyabeans: US costs/prices
and international price mspome

chbaI markets for these commaodities by
maintaining its domestic costs and
prices below the internarional prices, its
competitors were priced out of US"
domestic market. Slnce itused subsidies
tokeep domewu pnce: of major
s di
Jnurnatlomlpthes d\e UQ:mlfd do
awaywith mnlfpromc(Lnn

Itis, therefore, quite de-ar thatunless

Donald Trus pag andy
reduce US farm subsidies, Inddia must
refuse to reduce its tariffaon major
commediies. India had steadfastly
maintained this position in the
negotiations on agriculoure and was able
o szave off US pressures to reduce its
tariffs. Though agriculural subsidies ave
noton the table in the B‘P.knegaﬂﬁnnns,
Inda must contlnse to argue in the same

samrmadity coste-ard- retsma
vein as it had done in Geneva. India

cannot allow its farmers to be dumped
out of their livelikoods by the US

agri-business.

The writer s Distinguished Professor, Councll for Social
Dewlopment

Are quality rules disrupting the toy industry?

Implementing Quality Control Orders without addressing domestic inefficiencies isn’t doing local manufacturers any good

—
Prerna Prabhakar
Hancy Gupta

ndia’s manufacruring sector

continues to lag behind many of its

Aslan peersin terms of

friveness. While this srraerural

inefficiency has often been obscured by
high rrade barriers, recent trends
SUREesTa growi reliance on non-tariff
mguren [NTMs], particularly Quality
Conrrol Orders (QU0s), asa policy tool.
Though QCO= are intended to
strengthen the domeszic manufacturing
ecosystem by enforcing quality
standards, their implementation often
impedes lbe import of critical lnpuu‘. -

Asa resulr, toy imports plummered by
nearly W) per cent, fFalling from §279
mlllicn in FY 2020 to just §35 million in
FY 2023, While this might appear to
signal a policy success, the scale and

speed of the decline rriggered
nﬁ:(emiedcnmequel%ﬁ_

SUPPLY CHAIN DISRUPTION

Rather than bolstering domestic
self-sufficiency, the abrupt restricrion in
oy imports disrapred supply chains and
consumer sccess, India's trade
compaosition shifted eapidly: imposts of
finighed toys collapsed, while imports of
components, such as parts of electric
roys, emerged for the first ime in 2023,
‘Thia pivot illustrates that mzmufegurelg

This occurs either through the d
certification to key importers or due to
delays cansed by ex testing
prncedurew Slmeégl? ﬂmssuances.nd

rmnulm: Iw importing parts and
assembling toys domestically, However,
(hlswrkamuuﬂl does not reflect
-reliance; India's domestic

significantly, underscoring the need to
serurinise thelr breader economic
impact., The toy industry provides a
compelling example. [n 2020, India
introduce meilmhemyucmrm
curb the influx of substandard imports.
However, these regulations were

pmduml.m eepaclryhas not sealed
adequately to meet rsing demand.
Export trends also highlight these
constraines. [ndia's o eaked
inMI-ZZMndedLl:’ém?ﬁEr
Reports from lﬂaf(hemun?u’sla rRest

L3 & J
from 20 per cent in 2019060 percentin
2021, and further to 70 per cent by 2024,

IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. Not
balstering domestic sef-subheiency o e

‘While China's share of India's t
imports fell from 86 per centin FY 2019
1o 46 per cent in FY 2023, imporrs from
Vietnam grew by over 1,300 per centin
FY 2024 5une This suggests thar supply
chains are belng revouted rather than
fundamentally diversified,
Compounding these issues are hiy
compliance costs. The BIS certification
process involves licence renewals every
1-2 vears, with fees ranging from
59,000 to €98, 000, costs thar are
particulaly burdensome for MEMEs.

The experlence of India'a toy industry
underscore the fragile stare of d ! il he risks of ting
manufacturing, particularly MSMEs, QCOs\lddmu(a.ddregmgdnmnnc

which domirare the sector.

Demand-side pressures are
inzensifying, With 25 per cent of India's
populatl.on {14, rising disposable
InComes, an d

inefficiencies. Far from achieving
self-reliance, these measures have
created supply disruptions, fuelled
inflation, and undermined the

local 5,

interestin STEM-hased toys, domestic
demand has surged. However, in the
absence of sufficient supply, this
demand-supply mismatch has led to

pard:culnrly small-scale firms,
A more eﬁemlve m:rmgyfor

(he wys&cmr Iles in a(r_m:ung gboth

price inflation, The C. Price

icand [nrelgn Investment,

Index (CPI) for toys and

rticul search and

recorded an unpmcedenned 10 point rise

in 2022, followed by another rlse of 11
ints in 2023 :ramﬂa(Lng Into fewer

choices and higher costs for consumers,

oy manufacrurers indicate a 55 per cent
drop insalesb 2022 and 2024,
with many firms E rlnlcing

profits or net losses. ﬁlem outComes

The intended goal of de-risking from
China has also pmduced mixed resuls.

ilwel.apmn(,hlsh-nech manufacruring,
and scaling up production.

Wancy b Research Asscciace and Premals Associate
Fellow, Centre for Soc aland Economic Progress. The
views expressedare persoml

® LETTERS TO EDITOR: send your

SEEI's excessive activism

S— " inor by past toL he Edi

", The Hindu &

BE5-B60, Anna Salai, Ch

Ibizind=ed a case of concern that the

market, and for duing this the
brckers’ comemunity serves as the

sales (July §), However, sxtensive
work s needed on charging

icheally the ELI scheme shauld be a
h

teppir

political interferance will defeat the
- Fthescheme.

Fii0 wolumes have dipped prvotal intermediary. But brokers' infrastructure and the regulatory a
substarvtially, tharks o the market discretian b i hauid  and thatwill only heppenwhenthey  naids
manipulators like Jane Streetand withdrawn. it i tim absed ominstaling  areimper agoad
A classic catch-22 earlier Hindenburg, The F&C the dra i h ines. Natioral and State brasic e lang with
Sri Lanka, which is struggling to put its worst-ever econormic criss behind it, segment is essentially meant to serve brokers to function more iberaly § h@mpd—muld displaythe domain-specic skills. vacatianal The frst lineaf the artide Wy
fareds itsedf inanather dilermma It had to ban vehicle impores to rebuild its a5 a hedging mec hanism for equity anly such steps are initi o £V charg trainingis ank ' ryto renewatl Ry needs rapid
fareign currency reserves, That methed proved effective in the shart run, But investars, But unfortunately, this manipuiazion of the stock market Alnu.snfmarz in Evs should brasic e ® th adsptian of grid forming inverters’
the adopticn of extreme measures, such as import restrictions or bans, to segmeent is misused by intrarday can be curbed be resclved at car cwner's place companieswil anlyabscrh these {businessline, iy 7)should read a5
Lackle a foreign exchange erisis caly provide shoet-2arm relief; they are operators and some traders, and B Venkateswaran instead afworkshop youths if they afast clip, wi
unsustsinabile and need Lo be tapered off far the long-term scanamic health sametimes even by corparates Cherrd Vinad Johri demandfor ther products. Thuugh power installations in India — at
af the country, Vehickes were net imported far pearly two years, and 8 under the guise of investors, S0l is ) the subsicly is provided bry the 162,126 MW — today Ferm 36 per
signiheant amaunt af much-needed forex could be saved, but the ban an vested with the onerous Strengthen EVinfra gavernment, selection af youth cent of tatal electricity generation
wehicle imparts took its toll an the government's tax revenue, which has to be responsibility of spreacing the This refers ot ing new ELI sch: should be the sole prerogative of the  capacity,”and notas published, The
increased to resohe the rupes criss, oo, me investmens culture in the stock anthe vthvin EV Apropos ! CulyE), company concerned, otherwise error i regreteed
by By Mexdia Lt Plot Na 8, Udyeg Vinar, Greater Noics Distt. Gavtam Budh Nagar, UP. 201308, an behalf of THO PUBLISHING PYT. LTD. Chennal-S0002. Editor: Raghuir Act). EEN 1471 - 7518
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WHEN IN DOUBT

LOOK INTELLIGENT

THE TIMES. OF INDLA
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A thought for today

If the other fellow sells cheaper than vo,
it i colled dumping ‘Course, if vou sell cheaper
than kim, that's mass production
WILL ROGERS

Smelt This

After copper, Trump looks set to tariff pharma.
India must protect its turf with a deal
C opperentering America will be taxed at 50%. Will the tariff

apply to all exporting nations, will it apply from Ang 1, or

immediately? Details are fuzzy instandard Trump fashion,
but the rate is fixed, and jitters have spread, even though the
tariff wasn't entirely unexpected. Trump showed intent when he
ordered an investigation in Feb to find out whether *unfair trade
practices” or dumping were stunting the growth of America’s
copper industry. He also set precedent by imposing 50% tariff on
steel and aluminium imports. If copper producers and exporters
till feel Blindsided, it's because of all the noise the Trump admin
generates day after day.

That zaid, & 5% tariff oncopper is nosmallmatter: Every electrical
appliance needs tonnes - sometimas literally - of the first metal
known to humans. Gesoline cars use abhout 20kg each, some EVs
morethan 80kg. And if China continues
stalling the supply of rare earthmagnets,
the demand for copper to make powerful
induction motors will only rise. US
customers may therefore foot higher
prices for all things copper. It's a hefty
tax premised on theneed to increase US
production of eopper, which has reduced
by a fifth in just a decade. America
imports roughly half of the copper it
usesevery year, worth a modest 88bn, but the fear - confirmed by the
rareearths squeese - is that this mightbe a vulnerability While China
does not sell much copper directly to US, its humongous refining
capacity lets it manipulate global prices. It stands eighth globally
in terms of copper ore reserves, but refines more than the next 10
countries tngether, which includes India in ninth place.

India is a minor player in America's copper market, with
exports worth only 83llmn, but most of these are in the form of
value-added goods like pipes and wires, and may hurt producers,
unless India swings an exemption under its gestating trade deal.
Of greater concern is Trump’s off-the-cuff warning about 300%
pharma tariffs - again on grounds of national security. He hasn't
imposed this tariff yet, but an investigation has been on since
April, and the tariff may materialise soon. If it does, India's 88bn
pharma exports to US could be in jeopardy Alternative markets
would likely be less profitable, so pushing for tariff concessions as
partof thetradedeal is our best option.

Yemens Of The World

Migrants must be made aware of the perils of
employment in risky destinations

ew Delhiis time to halt th ution of Indian
Nnum Mimisha Priyain Yemen. Butit's atough job. First, the

execution, ordered under Sharia law, is scheduled for July
16. Second, all legal appeals have been exhausted. Third, even the
option of paying blood money to halt the death sentence isn't
working. Adding to complication is the fact that India does not have
official diplomatic relations with Yemen’s Houthis who control the
capital 8anas where Nimisha is beingdetained.

Nimisha has been sentenced for killing a Yemeni man who was her
business partmer but was abusing and exploiting her. Her case is a

cautionary tale for Indisn migrants seeking
jobs incountries whererule of law and security
syatems are far frorymodern, fairor stable. This
applies &s much w today's Yemen wracked by
civil war as it does to Russia engaged in the
Ukrainewar, and lawless parts of Myanmar and
Cambodia. Indian nationals have been victims
of unscrupilous middlemen and human traf-
fickers who promised lucrative jobe. Instead,
they were foreed to fight in the Russian army on
the frontlines of the Ukraine war or operate
cyberfraud schemes from compounds in Southeast Asia.

‘What makes things even maore iricky is that recruiters are getting
sophisticated. They are using social media to lure their victims. A
2020 UM Office on Drugs and Crime report details how traffickers are
recruiting using standard webpages, online advertisements, and
video streaming services to trap and blackmail their victims. The
share of social media usage in confirmed trafficking recruitment
eases has jumped from 32% in 2008-2001 to 52% in 3015-3018. OF course,
peaple in search of better employment will travel abroad. In fact,
this is the strength of the Indian diaspora. But better checks and
govt counselling of migrants are needed before they head for risky
destinations, GOl must redouble its efforts in this direction.

Water ways

An exhibition to Thirst after
Bachi Karkaria

Our 2018 TOL Litfest and my valume for the tricentenary of
Mumbal's myseical Parsi well last March were hoth thiled
“Warernaman’. This week 1 again Immersed myself mn the
‘BEOCY af Water', it “Thirst’, o Wellcame Colleeelon exnibition
1n London. Across Arldity, Rain, Glaclers, Surface Water and
Ground Water sectlons, jast artefacts, prosent-0ay vileos and

future scenarios proved that freshwater isthesource of acrisis which goes way
beyond climate - Ingeed Wiy back o angiqu iy,

16 WWIIT wias predicted b be over warar, the pldest exninit was on the first
recorded such war - a tafiles on Sumerian eple, “Gllgamesh and Aga® dc. 2000
BC). King Aga enslaves the subjects of King Glgamesh of Unuk (o dig wells
for hds own chiy, else he will cut off Uruk’s supply upstream on dhe Eophrates.
Rivers have always been pollticissd by fhose having the “upper hand.

Unsurprisingly Only thres per cent of the 8Ar's BOUNtY is fresh-
(3¥a) § water, two-thirds of 1t1ocked in boe caps.

\__,) Thirst 180't Just physical, Jeebesh Bagehl, Monlea Narula and
Shuddhabrata Sengupta/Rags Media Collactlve tell us "ACTOSS
South Asian philosophy, the word is assoclated with craving,
AEPICatlon, LngIng and desire.’ The exnilition Keeps presen-
errﬂ.[i Ol ting thelr darker manbestadion, shared loss, but also human
——— resllience. All three coalesce (n Gideon Mendel's wall-wide,
omilrusly sllent video, Deluge 2007-2024, looping lmages of people fram fve

COUTHTIES RCross continents struggling through walst-high waters.

SOMUCN TESONANCE 0F O awn Feality, Effors tosave the Ganga coukl learn
fram the featured ‘SAcTed BCHYISM® Fitnal 8t Balrut HIVer where maividual
fragile threads were bralded Into a strong prayer belt, symbodising ihe patent
connection between INdIvIAuals, communitles and naare. Maybe, Gangs-
Jamuna culture too could be thus revived® Or take the video of Malaysian
flsherfolk despairing over thelr cabeh-rich mangroves dying from pollutants
spEwe by 8 nearhy Cinese frtory
Bove over, mosquitaes, Humans are the vectars of water-related killers
Jeopardising nos only aur own exisience but a1l e on he planet. Thiest
AIVISES A SPONE EUIPOF restraint,

ke

Alec Smare sald: “Preamble says ‘soverelgn, soclalist, secular, How
about ‘sacrosanct'™”

Air India Sucks, Tata Hotels Rock

An Indian company gives us world-class hotel experience but low-quality airline experience.
Preliminary report on the Ahmedabad air crash should give some explanation for this oddity

Chetan Bhagat

Preliminary investigation fndings
o ihe hareifle ALITE crash that sook
R0 (Va8 2 MONEN 30, A5e Bxpected t
be made public by Friday The airline
15 presumably processing enls accl-

L dent 45 @ wakeup call. Pallcymakers
snwm b dning the same What do they nesd o o ks
givelndiaatruly workl-class alriine?1e1s what Indians
desarve and 1t would give the couniry a blg sirateglc
HAVATIEREE 00,

Cansider, by contrast, tha ANyane who has visited s
Taj hote] - whether for a cup of tea or & lang stay - s
UKELY t0 share poslsve memories, Ta) gees 1t flght. The
hingeds ATE C1EAN AN INXurious, Staff 18 courteous, ool
15 delbelons. The Kibby, rooms, faclliiles, services, amd
restaurants are consistently twop-noech. Be it a Ta)
property in Kerala, Mumbai, Lucknow or New York, be
It SUmmer ar winies, day or nlght, 1S alvays excellent.
TN SV SPeAK 0f BOmBtIng called “T=)ness’ & anigos,
elevated feelingexperienced atany Taj location.

And np, this colum 1s not sponscred by Ta) or is
parent, the Taa Group. But the Taj s genuinely one of
the few Indian brands that competes Bt & ghobal 1evel.
WILCH TAKRS 1t A11 1e MOre DTN g that the very same
Tata Group alseowns AlrIndia, oneof the moss poarly
rated alrlings in the world.

THEre &re MANY wWho refrain from bashing Alr india
in public, for the sake of Hs staff's feelings. There's
Al50 the patriotism angle, wiere Alr Indla 1s seen 6s o
national flagcarrier But things aren’t getting better

50, how tnexplaln Tasa Grouprumning workl-class Ta)
HoRgls 00 £ ane and and whasever-class Alr India on
the other? A key point is that Alr Indla 1s a recent
purchase, Noslong ago, i was A blcaied, Lmlonised, pabile
SeCH bellpmoth lsing thiusands of Crores annually
Tatas ook 18 over andmerged 1§ with Visiara, 8 wonderful
Letle airline thas Nad Deen wellan #s way iemakea mark.
I the world Peaple expected Afr Indla would now irans-
Farm irvin VistAra. Instead, the apposlse happened.

AIP Indin quality StANdarts consnue o dectine
There is non-stop news about flihy planes, broken alr
condilaners and planes turning back Aue w0 technbeal
=51, ThEnCcame theshocking crash of the Ahmsadabad-
London flight.

What suldenly Nappens In the sky that even the
Tatas who run first-rabe hospliality businesses bacome
third-raie?

It 15 8 COMBINALN of fACkrs - AL IIA'S N1story,
our aviatlon policies, and maybe even the Indian
consumer, Kinghsher, Jee, Viseara - all are gone. All
BEpITR( b0 del1ver & hilEh-quallty experience,

TRECMY e winner 10 Indian aviadon 15 ndigo, an
efflcient, palnt A t point B, ne-irills aidine. The high
polntof an [ndigo fighe 1s easing defydrated upma and
o Ing HHTERD AL cueumber sandwlches, which make
o fis] 10K L gracle IV child e ings AN prepared by a
neplectful parent.

Irslla doseTves o workl-class atriine. A great airline
dplivers mare than comfore. It's & natbanal branding
ool INvesnrs, Husiness travellers and (ourists get thelr
Frst taste of a couniry enrcugh 1S fag carrler Just
look at what Singapare Alrlines, Emirates and gatar

Alrways navedone fr thelr Tespect|ve countrles,

Wit does 1 take to Nave & world-class a1rline? Hers
arehetop five slemenis, allof whichnesd inbean point
and conslsently delivered sach ime.

ClenRARESs @ aesthedios: At present, e Alr Indla
planes seem dank and dirty compared (o oder global
AlTiInes or even [l ga. AreTnest of e carpes and sens
dirt-colured v hide ine aire? The staffs govt school
ABaChEr 100k cou bl a150 40 wlih & redresh.

Safy. A world-class alrine by definitlon has a
good safery record. Alr Indla's Ahmedsbad crash will
e hard o erase from public memory. HOwever, new
sadiy-fITst procedures will el

Connectiully, punctuadity and fransiis: Almost all
g00d global alrlines have goofd transit hub Alrpons
SUPpOTtINg them. Thealrports, regulators and airlines
wark In tandem 0 provide & seamiess experlence for
e traveller. In Indla, §ven at major AIrports, yoo have
mo Mea when there will be congestion, when you will
Tk et an serobridge and when will vou be stuck for
Naurs. 1 wi are serlous about achileving & workl-class
alrine, cur alrporis and policymakers need tosuppart
auralrlines.

Service: World-class alrlines benchmark exira-
ardingry service standards. This, actually 15 one ares
Where Al Ind1a saff still doadacent jab,

FProfliabitity: Allod the above becomes lrrelevant iF
ne alriing 1sn't profitable, Mast Indian airlines that
Tave tried o dellver nigh-emnd quallty hawve falled. It
seems mast [ndlans don't want or can's afford anything
Tice wien it comes i AyIng. Reconsstted dried pona
|5 okay, but & few undred rupess more for becber Aying
15 Tt AL DGR 58V IES SPOULn's be Keps aslae Just for
i fat weddings.

The only way forward for Alr Indla 1s b0 do what
st Righ-ed brands do in India - keep most of Indla
it Ta) Iatels wark Because they only servea high-end
clientele,

Of eourse, AIr IndIa as the added roleof providing
natlonal connect ivity. It follows that the only solutlan
15 asIE ALT INdLa Into twn, Thers can beone high-end,
Inserniational alrline (ke VIStAra used w0 be) and ane
super-efficlent local airline that competes on the
blanest sandwiches and lowest cost,

P profl I, 16 2150 IpOCtans et our regulators
redook at pallcy and taxation. The massive faflure rae
af Indla’s alrlines clearly sUggests that they”re being
overtaxed And of course, If we want 8 workd-class
CAPTIET, We need b iaKE A0V SRS b1 AL India.

India’s Many Mafias & The Damage They Do

From gangs mining sand, selling blackmarket kerosene to running illegal parking, they control
a vast shadow economy. They steal govt revenues, damage environment & intimidate citizens

AbhilashGaur @'timesofindlacom

Think ‘Tohber BAron’, aml America’s

INAUSTY CAPAINS 0f the 18005 come b

mind. Ruthless builders of railways,
| anvl ol Steel empires. While ey

lacked scruples, the 1Thes of Andrew

Carnegle and Charles Crocker wore a
clonk of kegality. But the orlginal rabber barons - the
TRUNFIHET of mediseval Germany - Were thugs,
chArging extorelonate, unauthorissd wolls on e
Rlulme, Ike the ‘octrol mana’ ithat bedevilled
Indlan highways bafore GST.

Oearo] thugs Are gone now bt
OfNEr Species Of thi Eenus mens”
are thriving across India. Sand
mafla, tanker mafla, parking
mafla, coal mafla, slum
mafla, ti name a fow, Like 2
the raubriter, ey grab 8
and explolt a collectlve
PRSOUrCE Without the stase's 8
permission. Of Course,
they have tx brihe, and
connlve with, offlclals
INSECUIENES 0f thi site
bt that's ot the spme a8
WArKInE WL thestate.

That's a probem, firstly
becausemanas feprive the state
of revenue. KY's Tecent ‘Snadow -
Eomnomy Expeed” repart says o)
INCIA'S UNGETETCAINML OF Unaccounsed
BLONDIMY WAS OVEr 3% of GDP 1n 2021
Some of 1t Invnives fElony - drigs and hmsmn
Araeking, forexample - Bt e

R

GDP could be larger than Germany's $4.7in. Forgst
TANKINgS, i t3XR8 EOVE l05es 0 MAfas coull be used
0 Imprave heslthcare, education, and even defence
spending. Indla's defence Dget 15 $T60n, China's
SI0bN. Hut lost taxes 150't the anly reason that makes
Tafas undesirahle.

Emviromment | Inid la's construction boom has pushed up
demarsd for sand, spawning a massive IWegal IndusiTy
Mobody Enows 118 real 128, but In 2017 - the year GST
ended octrol marlas - 1k vearly proflt was estimated
at SIRHmN. Mot SUCPTISig then that every
district has is own sand maila, destroy-
Ing streams. In Haryana's Sonipat,
OVEF-SXtFACHON DAs changed the
Yamuna's course In Nagpur
Maharashira, the sand mafa

bullt & #00m bridge In just
15 Y b0 PEmnvE SAnd from
he Kanhan river,

Carmiition | Sonipat abues
Dalnl, Magper 15 Maha-
rashira's third kargest city
How {10 odflelals naoe know
whensand |8 mined Wegally
on an  Indusarial  scale?
" Recently, HECVENRS chief
' SBCTEEArY g0t A rap from the
Supreme Cours over the Dlegal
comstructan of a road through
Forestland for transporting iegally
quarried stone fom HAryana o
Rea)astian, Lates, 3 drone survey revesled
nné £me bt three anautharised oads 1n the

aciivities 1ke sand mining, done Olegally And while
Inia’s shadow ecanamy reduced considerably between
00 &N 2011, 1t'S ETOWTLE Hny it Apain sinee 3010,

That means over §itn of econamic actlvity lsn't
recorded In India's GDP wday. In Germany, theshadow
BCOMONTY 18 1683 than T4 of GIP S0, Accounting for de
nom-fel s Jart of the shadow econamy, nd1a's real

areq. 8C “It appears tat (mining) mar 15
stromngenough o proect notanly s members bt also the
afflcers of thesate g whinacted Incollus san wl iy ihem.™

In 2013, While FEpOrungon the murder of & eoal don
In Jharkhand, Reasers found that “between a fIfth and
half the productlon &t some (Coal ek mines™ was
#0INEt0 the coal mans, S Narsing Rao, Coal India chalr-
AR at the tme, essimated et 5% of e company's

Averall 450mn fnne aukpt wes pllfared, “Obviausly
It NAppens with e CONMIVANCE Of DUT KW gUYS, In
COTIREI0N WHTLOUr DT VS, T sall.

Visleat erime | n 2003, NHALenginesr Satyendra Dubey
wiis Shivt et Rl ex sl 1S beween offlcials and the
TAAE nvalved In Righwiy projects. N2, the Kervsene
mafia burnt allve Yashwant Sonawane, the addisonal
eollectoral Malegaon InMaharashira, InChhassisgarh,
A constable was crished Under 8 Sand mafa tracer in
My Senries af mafis hrutaliey areleglon.

National character | Every mafia standson a foundatlon
OF Dalluslon. WHen & market Speings up o a busy road,
O BN VIR SETERE FITIE 10 AN MRENHOrised parking,
the current of pelf 15 Aowing between ihe terminals of
mafa and officiakdom. And research shows thas In
COUTAT IS WIBPS ArEanISe o me g thamana - are
witespread, penple have fewer qualms abaut dodging
taxes And paying ribes. If ene colluskan Among mana,
palice, politictans and others continues fora long dime,
and on & vast seale, WIthout eonsequences, It dends
PEOple's trLst N I08HAEIO1S AT TEdUees e1Vie honesty

Natiomal | The Bombay blasts of 883 forced
Indd1a to face up o the profilem of mans and oficial
COTAI0N. A CommEtes headed By then hme sscreary
NN Volra studied the matter, and pointedous that “the
activitles of Memaon Brothers amd Dawood [hrahim:
..COulkd noe have happensd withput these elmenss
having been protected by the functionaries of the
concerned {sich gove depariments, especially custams,
Inseome tax, police and others,”

THe cammlttee 510 & MAMS 0F GyNAICate GIways
started small, “Indulging In petty erime ag the loeal
level”, and used s money w0 bulld contacts with
bureswcrass and politiclans. Next, it invested in “muscle
power” that cowld be knteo podliclans durimgelections
A enegue o heencashed laker N patranage.

[t's a vicious clrcle - maflas explodt resources, seeal
ROVEPSVEITLER, COPTUptOficials, Indmidatecitlzens, and
bty palitical patronage that AIOws them b do 0 of it
AAIN wih Impuniey. And so, 1 st be iroken,

Calvin & Hobhes

Sacredspace

I LKE rquwme

HEWS CRGRMLZA

SIT STHL FoR .mi SERWCARS TRSCUSSiM|
OF COMPLEY.

A BORHG 1SIUES

THEY GIVE MIE WHAT T WAKT: ANTICS.
E COMFEDMTATION , SouMD BATES,
SRTES ARD POPULRRITY
POUS ML FACEMGED A% A SONP
CFERA AMD WORSE RMCE! TS VR

S EHRTERTRINING
7 M
g p
.

THEH, CMME T RTERSS
Wt THE,

PUBLIL 15 CIMICAL

RBOUT FOLITICS

Leteach
man ke
the paih
according to
feis capercity.
nderstanding
and lempernment.
Hig true guruwill meet him alang
that path.

Swami Shananda

Guru Purnima: Time To Celebrate Sacred Bond

Anandmisrll Gurumaa

I50 known as ¥yas Purnima, Gura
PurTUmE ls asuly

eath day Insuch a way that we netther
NArm nor T Anyane, be i through
‘wards, thoughts, o actbons? Have wa

Seelars AN d1sciples. it B a
thme When weexpress our laove, devotban,
Felings, Erackiue {0 0ur revered guri.
Thecelebration sus toredlect
hionestly: ‘Have | FulAled my duty 85 a
o dlsciple, or hive | been o iskanese?
Have 1fallowed the guri’s words nny
LIEe, arhave 1, arivemn by delslon and.
Laziness, chiased wordly pleasures,
befriended the impermanent warld by
mistAK I M40 De Stalle, And forgoeten
the friendship] forged with my gura ™11 1
hiave, thin hs Ay SeTVes s L reminder
O METDSpeCt And 25k, Where am 17

Hawe we given mporiance o the
material warll, to e ects, money, posk
tham AN PTRSEHEE? OF REYE We Iractised
medbiation heforesleepand thanked the

NS
W IN, an unbroken viglEnce,
mecognising that Hie isnot for
aceumulaing material comeors?
This Hfe Is nos for flfYlling desires
arcTeatinga mater|alisiesense

af pRIFpOs, b for umder- &
5

ssanding desires and
TelEas I L AHSCMENE
NP EVED A5 WEBNjHES
‘with the woeld, oursenseaf
dISCErTImEnt MLsS remain

surToand themselves wikh a world where
NA0AIE AN0 PESPECt A graed onky
those with wealth and power.
Aseekerlivesknowing that His
AUTEON B UnKnaWn, And 015 the
breashsconsimuty Time is limiied.
Thasewnoainers o e discipline of
morning and evendng practice may
accimplishseveral tsks n gy
‘I'Et, wthiln ehim, remains an
unshakable joy 8 subtle frag-
o' TRILCE AN T M NAPPATESE,
An expallent houssnolder
can cnly besormeane whio

thon, for sirengthening tiscipling and
PETEEVEFATEE.

Hoddes will perish, but knowledgs
endures, The eraditlon of knowledss,
DegInning with Mahatey, Was carrisd
Forward by Sage Ved Vyas, whoshaped
e VelAg, gEVE LS BIAmAs s, and
Muminated theessenceof the Bhagwad
Gl Sage Vyas iraversad the whiobe
COUTTEY, [TE A EAEES AN BACIETS i
disseminate wisdam of Vedanta.

Thus, Gury PUrnima 1s the day of
Sape Ved Vvas. Today, we remember him
and all spirial lnminaries who have

¥ Without

active Cetmarried adorn  THE SH.MIINC TREE s.u:hprml.m onecanbe
A A . W

YOUSEl & & bride, but
TEMEMDET (AL e ane you ane

and thebody that participaces in the
AT g AR AT Dot translens,
“Thiey BTE [ PEermATIENS, AN yoU TSt ot
Inse fwrself In the pursuit of bodily

puru? Have we wol ] Warning,
N!sumndwrspdrlwupracllm and Hved

K1Ers, 1S uriler-
s-.nn:llngbummsnmtlal as they oftan

rsmed by greed, Anger. or
prite, whiehcan destroy relatpnships.
A person whao never finds dimedfor
mesditagion, congemplation, or breat-
NN EXErCISeS CHNNOE be considered a
disciple. Thesacred bomd 1s Fractured.
Guru Purnima reminds usihat e 1sa
preciousopportuniey forsalf reallsa-

. W Dow hedure
them, seelking thedr blessings, aspiring
O DECOIMLE A BARE O & SEET OUISE]Ves,
I Wi ThOt SUATLET aur 11ves 1n
Inlulgence or false pridebut make them
mEan g, This 15 08y o prayeraml
SUPEICAION t0 the GUIl, 3 Hime o seek
divinegrace, sxthat no obstacke may
inler ourspirital pad.

Curu Purnima isan Rely 19




FATFat Catch Up With
eTerror-Funding

New paradigm In soclal med|a, crypto assets
The global response to terror financing is inadequate, re-
ports intergovernmental organisation Finaneial Action
Tagk Force (FATF), with majovity of countrios exposed
o security gaps. Funding of tervorist activities, inclu-
ding those perpetrated in India, is moving online where
tracking protocols are not as robust as in mainstream fi-
nancial channels, This raises the regulatory bar for co-
untries where ecommerce is growing rapidly. Digital
fundingof tervorismpresentsanew paradigm in decent-
ralisation that fans out into social media and crypto as-
sets, [t's now relatively easy for individuals to raise funds
through crowdsourcing on instant messaging platforms
and transfor the money into cryptocurrencies through
digleal payments systoms, [t's also easy to purchase onli-
ne and ship materials used in acts of terrorism through
logistics networks created by ecommerce marketplaces,
Digital channels that can be used by
terrorist outfits has enlarged the risk
assessment methodologies for enforce-
mentagencies, It alsorequires building
institational capacity for detection. On-
line reporting structures must go be-
yond those imposed in physical com-
merce o incorporate decentralisation,
And the regulatory framework must be able to adapt o
technological advances that open up newer areas of digital
commerce toabuse by rogue elements, In many aspects, on-
line activity has higher traceability — the proverbial paper
trafl — which should malke the job easter for investigators,
But legislation is required to throw light on what remains
of dark areasof digital transactions, suchas crypiohavens,
Indiamustaddress its vulnerabilities to increased radi-
calisation in its neighbourhood, and new forms of terror
funding by harmonising its regulatory framework with
international best practices. [t should also continue to le-
ad the charge for global regulation of cryprocurrencles
that pose both security and financial stability risks. Yet,
the biggest effort must go intoenforcement action, which
can detect and deter terrorist activity within the country,

Tue Ecoxovie Tivies

Clean Cooking’s Still
Not Plug and Play

If kitchen is the heart of' & home, clean cooking is what koeps it
healthy But its not just about fresh ingredients and spotless
ubensils — it's also about keeping the froe from smoke and
tozeins, For many, that'sa luxury In Indis, around 500 mn people
vely on polluting fuels ke wood, biormass, dungeales, erop resi-
due and kerosens, h\mlln;usmwlmmm'nl al and health issues.
Indin, Lik i ioms, has lnunched ol .

nitiatives. Expanding piped natural gas (PNG) access is
one such step, alongside promoting household biogas and
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwals Yojana (PMUY), which focuses on
LPG connections, none hiave been effective in ensuring

ined ol el use or fully repl biomass. Despite
Gol's ambitious push — the operational
PNG pipeline network expanded from
16,440 km in 2004 to 24945 km as of Sep-
tember 2084 — nearly a third of the licen

x sedeity gradistributi un-
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._jul]m # AsIndiaurbanises, Indians will be less uptight about language wars and obsessions

MOTE

A €

yinther wold ave tarn-
o WK this yean He ney-
rmed my father-in-law,
g diod over adeca:
11 mest my futu:
e wifeand her family IF the two men
hadd boen introdueed, in which lingu-
e would they hwve comversed? The
answer ks plguant and complica
Tieallsfora proc umsd’l-xphuuulnnus
wellas elimination
Futher kmews, arwd my futher-in-
law knows, multiple langunges. Hoth
emerged from distant corners and
1||1|:|m|u lrlul' ioma al thissubeonti
nant, My fther was bern in Rewalpi-
mll.unﬂ m.- Tirst Inmgpunige e hisared
and spake in was Punjabi. 1twas the
verbal languge wsed wt home in the
middle-class mohalls, amid a bose
ling wholesabs market, whare the -
m:&: livedl
Ty atill a grmall ehild, my father
wnmummﬁ’ tothe Inmll'mllnulm:hml

E_

Sweet Ml things

Upper Assam, His earli-
uull]m:unulwl W Assmess,
leawrnt in a bocal makiab school
tha Beacdmaster of which wasa Hin-
s Frahmin, Exglish kritar

{RTONGUE-UNT

niguagefor both,
andcertainly

D

raised in Dedhi, it is  third experien-
oo altogether. Given their formative
anviranment, they self-identify with
Hindi i thair ‘mother tongue’. The-
i aneestral linguages ire ASsnmess
anel Panjabi.

All ehis bl o pnenergetic argumsnt
at home whn the census official vi-
sitedd in 301 and nsked what shethou-
Ehtwasan innoeuosguestion: Whi-
chisyour mither tongue'™ Ithasalso
jpered parfectly norml ard every-
elay episodes that. seen from ancther
|s|-|-s|x\c tive, could appear strange.

1 JULY 2028 | WWW RCONOMICTIMES COM

THE SPEAKING TREE

Judging
Gurus

JAHKI SANTONE

Theword ‘gury’ literally means
dispelleral darkness, A gurudis
pels darkness of’ gnomanes from
aur Lives, He ia nod nunm!ynmm

ildren, it was trucior  Hisr
o my som |u)|lt|aughmr msmuk 5] uluulullmurmluu'aql|mm]h)
anchatheri | master,

what they T just discussed to Eng-
lish firthisir pareas’ beredit, This was
not a alight ora dig or a joke 1i was
just an understanding and consides-
ration shown to two external ind ivi-

tinctively count-

Eng

dunls who b their par-
wnes, and who the children realised
wers ot is

rived luer; wuh proges” s ol B

lliuls inmy [rst and narural Ialnullu;uu.

lish evelved e
of higher u(luullmunmluﬂm\

Hoth men came to Hindi in Delhi,
theouwgh different routes and in dif
lerant decades. For my fathes, Hi
was Llnﬁur\' approached through
Urdu rwiliarity with which al
albowed himu smattering of Pashto,

1o e,
taught him Urdw, as he had tught
vy thers older brothers and sisters.
Urdw became my father's primary
textual Lunguage. He was to use it all
hislife in writing letters and notes
his brothers,

English enme after a fow yoears,
when he entered scheol. It was the

E

].Ill!l;lulgllﬂﬂll eation and work, But
it was decidedly a socond langunge,
My father

gl
wisformalistie As S

a child, it struck s
miethat he was mo-
e oombortable ty-

than while pueting
PN Lo pEpRE,
My  [atherin

L began lifes inn Plural l'amllu arer all. bulla

village in Dargacn, 3 PIUF3l nAtion

1 Persinn line. Formy
[ather-in-laow, Hindi was m([])lnmd
throwgh the common root words that
came from Sanskrit and significant-
Iy bue neot entively, contributed to the
voeabulary of Assnmmess

My fther could have watched the
Tilem Pakeezah and understood svery
syllable and nuance, Docrdarshan

niews Jelt him confused, For my father
im-law its thooppesite, Docrdarshan
news il s about

Vsl Hindi that
ks sense, e
lpezah's sereen:
|1Ia;l isalion,
Hothknew Hin-
i after o fashion.
But their Hindis
woukd have beeny
matually unintel -
u..mu\ iy coahd
vy b oo
|1!|!ILIL‘(|!I1RI1|ﬂik|!
1 saoond, aven

1y AN
and talk m|!I.VHLJ‘1E.Ht|um|mmis|s e
fine‘mather tongue’ as the lnguage
the child most uses pnd hears arou-
il lsirn o Bier in foemative years
This need not bo the same s

ral il!l;\l.llﬁll That

is @ popular fa ¥
explodtec in politheal !hmurh.
Forn poculinrmixol reasoms
Erowing up ina certninmilis
in Caleutta. with school, neighbour-
Tood. social and community influen-
oS — Iy ‘mother ongue Ixi‘l!l.h!d
Tt was the same for my si We
WO 0 SOpAALE, hulslll‘l!l.lu‘ u(luul
ticmal institutions. 'I}: lhu 1y, 1y

Educationlsts define ‘mathar
tongue' as the language the
ehlld most uses and hears
around him or her in formative
years, This needn't be the same
as one's ancestral language

hnlmlmmwumuwnm perfoc:
tion lies only in enlightenment,

Crurguestion with melarence 1o
a gy s not whether he hisa
{lanw, but whather I\uumlmlllm
|r|m|\u|rl|,r|m~a|xm:fl
Mm:ﬂllrll. 1o geriphires, Ditta:

ya il 24 purus, including the

n|~< nearth, wind and speds

17w e ook ing fora parfect
spouse orchild or business, we
iy pever find it. But weean ba
gratelul for what we have. Simi-
lnrly on the spiritual path, as we
o we are oo gratidul and
Iess juddgemenal, Joss seeking
pelechion outside and move the
Sell' within,

Herw would aneeven definea per-
Tiect purn?! Ve nntn defines pei-
fisctian in the senss of de-identi-
Tieation with the body, minc and
invellect, ind iderstification with
the Self. When ane identifies with
theSell.one finds oneness with
all living beings, This s the stats
al self-reali wlmlml perfection

Ainter 11 talk inKng- thy ware ) S
lish, but not necessarily m other Wheat dioes oo mukeof a fumily of s st be dealt with sternly
members of the (extended) family  four that has, botween its members, aceoeding to the kawaf the land.

Respinss to this has been both pues-
Jedd and mirehiul: “You spank English
even at home?

Englishismy 'mother tomgus’, but
nat my ancestral language — which
i Puninbd, a langungs barely know
Tams et im Bengald, bat thit'sano-
ther story and should not detain us
hare. Whils my ‘mither twague' and
anc lml]lmktulwl wre diseinet, it is

three different ‘mother tonpues'? As
India rapidly urbanises, fuciliates in-
tornal migration, aned fsters an ine-
rensingnumbercd inter-regional and
inter-state marriages, examples of
such families will enly grow Hope-
fully, this will make us Indians bess
uptightabout language wirs ard ‘mo-
thar tongue’ ohseasions. Mural fami-
lies, afver all, baild a plural naticn,

noe s for my wille bath
her mither o’ and hee aneestrm]
languape, Ferour children, barnand

The wriber is parinerand chairal
Irwlia Proctive, The Asie Growup

CanElonReally Play Party Pooper?

Atanu Blswas

It*s not long ago that Elon Musk con-
trilanted $300 mn to Donald Trump's
ra-abection carmpaipn and subsogu.
antly rose o peo i

teal strategy to selzea fow delicate
Sanate nnd House seais io have ‘the
docid ing vote' on important legisla.
i, *Crer wiky to execite om this
wiotilel b to laser-Focas on just 2 or 3
Senwte seatsand 8 to W House dis-
tricts.” Musk wroto on X,

Evary twoyenrs, all 235 US Houss
seats and around onethird of theSe-
nte's WK msembers are up for elec
tion. Thus, Musk might succesd in
elipping Trump's wings in the seco-
nil half of his presidency following
e midver ml\llucllnnu ML Yo,

inggton I, Bu

the Republicans

soon develvesd

corned than the e

connected to the grid, hampering adop-
tion., Major ropdblocks include lnck of
last-mile infra and distance between pi-
peline tap-ofl points and authorised 2ones.
'I'ul:umu:mtkl- Indianeeds infrastructure investment, stro-
A rogulation, LPG disiributi rinerahips, and gron-
ter public swareness of clean cooking's health and environ.
mental benefits, Yo, for a country as vastand diverse as India,
there's no one-slze-fiEall solution. Alongside PNG, biogas
and PMUY, electric cooking must be part of the clean energy
mix, A subsidy for induction stoves and the PM's endorse-
ment of solar PV e-cookstoves slgnal that ebectric cook ing eo-
uld be the next frontier, The path to truly clean kitchens lies
not inome technology but in offering Rexible, region-specific
solutions that make clean cooking & right, nota privilege.

Alogic-gated technocratic community
= what'sthere not to like?

Who Needs Mars
When Theres an Isle!

Inamove that's part erime lord Han from Bruce Lee-star-
ring Enter the Dragon, and part Burning Man brochure,
tech-erypto entrepreneur Balaji Srinivasan has bought a
private island near Singapore to insugurate his ‘Network
State’ — n soclety that revolves around building online
communities united by shared values, which would even-
tually cquire physical territory and seek global recogni-
tion ns a soversign entity”, So, Srinivasan wants to be a
(Bruce) Lee Kuan Yew with WiFi, Aland yoga mats.
Armed with a vision, a router and possibily a §600 ergono-
mict Srinivasan isset b
raphy is optional when your citizenship depends solely on
agreeing to torms and conditions, Citizens will be digitally
onboarded, geofenced and gently nudged to vead William
Tees-Maogg and J Diale Davidson's The S dggn Indi-
vidual uncer palm trees — only available in NFT format,
obwviously So, is this deregulation with sunsereen? Hell, ye-
ah. Wouldn't you want to be part of an opt-in technocracy
with zero potholes and infinite Discord servers, where tax.
es are negotinted via DAD votes and your passport doubles
as o oth address? Rumour has it that Srinavasan's plan to
out-Musk Martian Musk will ultimately lead to the island's
GDP measured by daily GitHub commits, If Plato dreamt
0, Balaji may h: launched its beta,

"The Trump-Musk feud hns intensi-
ﬁmluﬂ.url}u- Tesli boss announced
thse Imunch of America Party On
July 4, Musk nskesd nis X followers if
|Iu|}' anbied indeperidene mthe
US" two-party systermn, Over 1, 2mn
poaple replied. Ty a fac usrufzmll

mu.rm-c Trumpconsiders Musk's
W party strategy rl(ln.uimu m:d
elmims thit he has pone

Pol)ll:nl ?nd l_hi:tl-wlhrlyi:nmliglamu

off the rails”. But how, 1fJIlII|J.UIt’I
Musk; sueeeed™ On multipls oceasions,
Mushe has rade com parisons with
:wmkE-mruJ Epaminondas’

Vi WRTHLA

yon shall have it!

Ih'-m(m-urlln ing s how ingrained the
two-party bnary isin A|m-| |m|:puh
s, ks the run-ug o the 1

ughout history and deesn't appear
o be about to [il, even though it
dloesn’t hold in plices lke Indin,
Musk's handling of Federal smplay-
e vl job cuts as DOGE boss made
him unlpupllm His Nazi salute also
ereated controversy Additionally,
Musk oaghit 1o have raalised that mon-
ey it theanly ingredient in winning
votes. He contributed at least £ mn
ioa Wisconsin Supreme Court elec
n campaign in Mareh, By framing
18 A ' Poopbe versus Musk' contest,
# Democrmts rallied voters, And
tha Musk-supparted Repuldican
eandidate lost by a marginof 1%
Mevertheless, the Prog

inhis |M||)|Iuplmtlm aresident il
pastd b the

defat of (dH!I'ﬂL‘H"ﬂ Iiu-ch -um-ll-l

wory  the Halloween Spoci Trochousoof
y  Horror VILepl Citizen Kang' of
dns  The i thit Amer-

uumgliwu Eantal how Epa

added, However, whoire these 0%
Aamm Americans? Do they belong s
T

ubilican or Ih.mmrmm|n|rl|msﬁm|
represent therm?

Thiy Onae Big Beautiful Bill{OBBER)
only refcincled the Tromp-Musk dis
putie, Bt eapturing this Ovil Ofice
15 o the target of anenraged Musk,
Rather, he autlined a potentinl pali-

hod Spartan invin:

e.ﬂsﬂnym Leuetra: extramely con-

contrnted foree at a precise location

on (e battlefield,’ Musk snid.

However, it's asior snid than doni

I-;‘wa)'r\lm-l'ic:lm|1||mi.tlmuﬂ:u'|r|n||.
wins l

]
icans would vote For an alien from
spioe rather than a thivd-party can-
didate. 'Than't Blameme —1 voted for
Kodos,' Homer Simpson said,
French sociologist Maurice Duver-
;.ur|m]|rw(ll]‘u nmmuulhlvmur (]

aneod thitwo pelitical parties: Fed-
|-|'||J'|u|sw|Iulf:-lmu.mm -Fpul
eans, the Demoerats or the Whigs, or
sinoe Abraham Lineoln's time, the
Demoerats or the Republicans, Inde-

AW, JArLY Ays-
torms e typieally proferved in single-
ballot phuralivy-rube lections (ke
Tirat-pustAt-post) ek inaingls
member districts. Duverger's L
has generally heklup in the US thie-

Bill Clinton [Jn[lmlhunila\l Mu-ﬂ: hs.
o much money o spend ona poli-
tical amble I ddition, owning a
proaninent sockal media platform
ean baun X-factor in today's workd,

Thus, Trump's popularity present
MAGA dominance, Americn's ige-
ol political systorn, Duverger's Law
and Musk's financial clout areall
eing tested.

Hirssvr, thare ia no poist in jud-
ging nuhenticspiritual masers.
Fovemy e st germsine teachurs
will ot Jive v o o e poctati-
ans Thiserrarseeking attinsde
spoils all cur relationships, ine-
T the o with the eenchie

Griru Purmim s on uly i

ﬂf STEP UPTO
Jﬂ-l: PLATE

?hﬁmn Mexieo

In Meaxion, open fire cooking
i traditional eulinary pric-
thow, encommpassing teehmigues
ulxi\pnhmhmm\mllumm
coaking over a brasero(fire
pit), I yo want to ery out this
coaking stybe, book a tabe
Aren — i comtemparary, pals-
pa-style dining room builtor
aand ind survounided by palm
troesand cobourful plants,
Chef Joss Luis Hinostroe
Buowmrosirn, hudling from Tiju:
arsa in Haja Calibrnin, rein-
ViR A th

his hoanstown s strect food
semse il the Caribboan jungle,
crufting nigue: rwpnsw!lh
mﬂ'muﬁ Menican soul

of theta-at st is voast:
] bone murrow with -
rindand pasilla glace. or the
crispy ot curnitns with cl\n-
pulines (fried grassho

sevved alongside:

pra
wns mthIJllpi.mllnr Mml-l:m
vinaigrotie. green grosella (s
nauu\.mhll:'\mr pooseberri-

Theseriler is professor of stalistics,
e Saiarical nstitiar, Kafkata

Don't Run Small Cars Off the Road

8

n'l'l‘ldhnl’l

® Japun adapts o quadratio core,
which softensar the bewer-weight

alimperative, Two-whaslor ridors
account for 454 of road [atalicies in

failure o safeguard squitable peeess
fndiy parsonal transport, Wecan

range, ll)llul &-mﬁ\ mffordable car could be Ik ol modernising small cars,

* Ei lifiz-chi for themn — but s in- it weshould never lill them,

and now )uhm nnmlwus‘hux\liwlm- [t |w|sur|g|:vm|m€ imanr‘lal reach, i il

CAFE lin O Lirgets price 's Misslon

Tor hesy | !lmalxullﬂ'lu):hul]alxull JIH"II‘IlIIalIllLlI'IthIyIII mphagises
o kakhy oy, T

Corporate Avernge Fusl ]
(CAFE}normaarebackin focus
Vhuia v foe what they leave out
Tha progosed CAFE 3, set for 2007-

Indlia's comteary CAFE modal cin

tians, For muny Indian househokds,

28, ks o cut vehicle
0

i 11C nluxury —itha

Itismot juuulbml |w|g|:|.||uu|u bt
alsoabout L 1

of msnun(\snmls.usuunlﬂﬂulwuq,,

Samnll cars use raw materinls,

cars play in 1d
Histerically in the journey af most
niutioms transforming rom develop:
ing to developed sertus, small cars
Im-.mll v mass maotors [

COns 1. et Lower CO
and eause Jess wear on poads,

Indin must adopt a regukacory and
fiscal appronch that recognises
small carsasacl

#/km from
around 13 g km under CAFE 2 Bue
conoarnsare rising that suricter
et averapes could hurt small,

oo
and rond safuty A furnily usingn

two-wheeler bears the vagaries of
weather Whit they need s four

Ars wing
pricier models with electrified vari-
ants, undermining alfordability
anid mas mak
Indin's CAVE framework is based
an ohler Europaan madels, which
tightens COsemission trgetsas the
welghtaf thecar decreases, This
maans lrges. hevier vehicles
despiteconsuming more fuel and
ng mare CO— are given relas:
e, whibe smalbor i mom
i1 cient cars pre saddled with
disproportionuely tighter trgeds,
"Thhis 6 in sharp conteast o how thie
restof the world operaces:
» US, China and South Korea follow
wisie linanr modal, in which
ine becomes bortmntad for small:
ar lightweight ears

that is covered,
s b, relinbbe and affordable, With
aver 25er two-wheelers on our raads
todny: ensuring this shift is a nation-

ymaxl
indlustrial groveh. They :ﬁ-l'lu:lmu-
ar, sufer and more inclusive form of
mobility Lightweight, fuel-iTicient
aned less taing on urban infrasirue-
tupe, small cars Tuve sorvid not just
indlividuals bue the sconomy
Unfornately, Indis appears to by
ibandoning this path,
§ Entry-level carsales
have delined by 7%
intha [‘IN!L‘IH!I)NIEH
dustoac

Y
with lower txation and easier com-
Idimk:lmurmu. I the regulatory

LTl COnLiTLeS 1o Fise, we s
ahuttingout l|]l.‘|l'|.l|][l| nyd’ Indians
fream the mobilit

| huuhpu tived {.A}'l-’ umm:l.lum
0

b nleow:l.hd.urunmlpmln
inummmnndlmmrumhﬁl'a-
nol, ksa wort m:hﬂlL
Thecacktail )
|r|uy|1:h|usm!lhlh |.DL|IT|!
up bold drinks
wlmail nu.lurul ingredients
Al a whale 1ot ol charneter,
plusa wide range of Mexican
apirits, And, yos, it all comes
withasideal beach vibes,
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AlMLess Choreto
Seamless Vocation

‘it Thin Juist Coemp Gasks' by
TE Arun{ul @yshows a w
s ineo o brvad pnd evolving
enginoeringjob-creation vision
Eroems the encitimg nuurvow and cur-
wnilimgcompter focused pur-

suunces. Tomake this transition
seamles, 546 terures of 2 month
internalip inoach of (e key do
TN, uu..hfuit[-‘ dultech, sus-

TN

Jhu Tl ihicl
(Inh:lhunm;ml!lvn itlsen:
Virommentaly and tifbeally
coterproductive,
AI]t'lI-',Mslmsl |'is|- abave iml'm-

of hightaxation, ris-
Ing insuranee and
compliance costs, and
increasingly string-
et regulations,
this prop e
narms apply ing har-
ahir fnrgets twsmall

i, epboring rare-aarth -
nutives, maning, eec, woukd not
ooy enablethe students o pur-
v voeation aligred o theirag
entica, btwill also petas u potent
pervitment boal for companies

portn t’llglll.ll.ml’&‘i:l:ul‘sln.lll wnrmn lalnm At Isilrl

that serves the natk Y OV

insemsitive approach nl)_lhtl mass d:-lmmudxludmmlnll this |m|n
ir

Tradin's myobility. 1t dsunified st it adforis.

resilve, I keingand Such b e derisk
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oy pesiple
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Peace Nobel for Trump:
It’s a very long stretch...

rime Minister NMarendra Modi's longest forelgn trip that ok him
to five countries in Europe, the Caribbean, South America and
Africa was a diplomatic success of the new kind that seems to work
more on personal charisma than on nation-to-nation relationships.

That he returns with a clutch of the highest civilian honours the nations
he visited eonferred on him may principally be an index of India's rising
econamic heft and its positioning as a strong volce of the Global South, But
the sheer numbers of them collected in the last 10 years is an indication of
thee vibes he personally shaves with many of the leaders,

With two of the five original members of the BRICS llmuP ahsent — Xi
Jinping precccupied with home affalrs and Viadimir Putin supposedly
aftaid of an 1CC arvest warrant — it was Mr Modi'a turn to lead the assem-
bled to discuss matters that should intevest them all, including climate
change that may. however, be going out of fashion elsewhere thanks to
changes at the top in the U8,

State visits are no more just the culmination of years of hard work
behind the scenes in the forelgn office of nations where career mavens
chip away at the framework of international relations and came up with
voluminous dosskera for leaders to study and shape their interactions with

rulers of other nations,

Some of the shows may even seem orchestrated, they are nevertheless a
grand display of benhomie among leaders that is expected to spread cheer
while uphﬂl the standards expemd of I!ltL‘I nall.oua] optics in these days

of y through the ges of the al 2TV cameras that beam
pictures across continents in real tme tn Iargur audiences than ever

It can be said that dl{)lnmacy itself is changing, certainly since Janua
a0, H125, a day on which not just the oooupant but the entire global sutlool

of the White House ineradicably transformed into something of a different,
if unpredictable, dimension. The US President Donald Trump inherited
the mantle of not just the leader of the free world but also became the
emperor they are now fawning over,

It is scarcely believable that even the Canadian Prime Minister Mike
Carney, who was critical of | l)'"ump and called him out as a "bully” at a time
when the US President cas) on Canada as & prospective S1st state,
should laud his leadership m‘ ] II% That may be transactional consider-
ing tariff battles were raging then. But what could have provoked
Benjamin Metanyahu to propose Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize except
fattery that seems to be increasingly the curvency for dealing with the
head of the nation that plays the glabal policeman.

There 1s an argument that since the Nobel Prize for Peace eluded
Mahatma Gandhi, the ultimate apostle of peace of the 20th cenmury, it
should matter litfle who its rM]pranm have been over the decades, But
some on that list have been war hawhis too and others like Barack Obama
whio went along on the same war path set by his predecessors should have
earned demerit points.

It is an even more of & travesty of justice that the US President who sent
his bambers flying nonstop for 16 hours one way to annihilate nuclear fuel
processing sites in Iran with bunker-busting mother of all bomba should
even be nominated. Even Pakistan, with its known love for state-sponsored
vialence, withdrew its Mobel nomination with a mea culpa. The Peace
::m.e 18 not for bomb dropping leaders who think nothing of crimes against

umanity.

Do we ever learn from mishaps?

e death of three school children when thelr van was hit I:I\ds apeed-
ng train while crossing a manned level erossing in Cuddalore in

Tamil Madu and that of another nine Herﬁnm when a db-year-old
dilapidated bridge in Vadodara in Gu#arat collapsed are instances of hm\r-
ernmental apathy leading to the loss of precious human lives, There will be
official mourning, routine explanations and a couple of suspensions and
the cases will be forgotten forever,

The Railways has come up with a ludicrous explanation that the rallway
gate was indeed closed the school van approached it, According to its
explanation, the van driver pressured the gate keeper into opening the
gates as he was getting late for school, The van driver and the injured sur-
vl\!mqﬁr student inaist that the gate was indeed opened while the local resl-

have a litany of complaints against the man for develletion of duty.

The Railways should at & honest about the tragic episode and see if
there are lapses on its part so that they are remedied. There used to be sev-
eral instances of acclidents where people in thelr dozens were killed at
unmanmned kevel crossings. The Rallways has almost ended that history by
years of planning and investment; it must now ook bonestly into the latest
e isode and take steps to ensure that o unsuspecting passenger lost their

i fon liek of poasible safety measures. School children, or for that matter,
nn human being, should be made to pay for the lapses of the institutions.

Reports sugpest the people of the region have been complaining about the
condition of the bridge on Mahisagar river and its maintenance for quite
some time but to no avail. Here, (oo, unsuspecting men and women rush-
ing to thelr places of work in the morning are made to pay for the lowsy job
dome by irresponaible people, The political leadership has also failed in this
case as it played deaf when local residents ralsed the alarm.

Safety standards and their audit must be made amran of governance
should we wish to avold a repeat of the Tamil Nadu and Gujarat secidents,
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Brics, mini-NAM balance
amid the new bipolarity

he 126 paragraph
i de Janeiro Dec-
ration, issued on
July 6 leaves no
imsne affecting the
emerging and dwe]apm
economies uncovered,
President Donald m:m s
shadow lingered ower the
summit, but his threat of
higher tariffs on any nation
adopting an anti-American
ﬁuz ioe made it tangible.
declaration avosds nam-
ing the United States, bat it
aibdresses the issues arising
From Mr Trump's disruptive
stance,

Brics, a group of initially
for and then five countries,
when South Africa joined,
all  emerging  economibes
from different continents,
Wi foumded in 2000, It seeks.

ACe, @ HOEE FEprEsenin-
tive and fairer international
ovder, & relnvigorabed and
reformed multilateral sys-
tem, sustainable dewJuE—
ment ard Inclusive growth”.
The sheer ambiticn nflhese

nh‘{m s haad-spi
ith the m;lml w\w
the US, disrapting the exist-
ing order governing trade,
security and intemational
fnance, some mmmnlm,
was  essential.  Stran
thinker Jaseph Nye says
group faces ‘Imlml'gamsa—
toral rivalries”, The o0
Indin-Chirs armed hestili-
tles aervas the Line of Actsal
Condral,  starting  with
Chinese Intrusion st Galvan,
is one example. Similarly,
the Febeuary 02 invasion
af Ulraine by Russia, with
the war still going an, has
the group's members
to balance diplomatically
betweens Russia and Uk-
raine, the latter sy
by Western nations, melud-
ing the U8, .\Isn[:enlstlm,s
the Gaza war. Fially, the
Lseaell air aftacks on lran,
starting June 13, withs the US
pliching in and dropping
“panker-boster” bambs oa
three strategic lrankan -
clear facilites, complicated
seenarin. The Bries summ-
mit had to address these
developments, but without
provaking the US,
The declaration has flve

subvheadings on  diverae
L'hemn It beging with:

i Multi-
Ialerahsm and Reforming
Glabal  Governanee™. It
mainiaing Ll\all Imubnmpn—
rary power pealities are ot
mﬂ'ecﬂm the multilaseral
arganisations. The rivalries
amongst  Brics  members
affect this debate. While
Chima and India agree that

shareholding in the Weork
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) needs

review, thelr interests di-
verge over the UN Security
Council reform. The curvent
host Brazil and India are
part of A fournation group,
alang with Germany and
.I:ga.n. which Iobbies for
iticnal permanent memn-
bers in the UNSC. China
anly favours a preater
rale”, short of permanent
|Mmterﬂug. for rew aspl-
rants, But there was consen-
=0 for WHO to have robust
I‘Imdm[, o hamdle future
lobal  health  challenges,
rvesident Donald  Trump
withdrew the U8 fram WHO
an January 2, 2085,

The next theme is: “Pro-
moting Peace, Security and
Interrsational Qm}uhry" The
existing condlicts, global
polarisation and I}ngmema
tioe of the international or-
der are addressed, The diver-
slm Mdevehp\mu Punds o

defersce sector 18 exit-
¢|9M. This targets the US
ur[;lm, the Nato meenbers to
raise thelr defence budgets,
Mediation and preventive
diplomacy ave supgsested,
The military strikes an lran,
starting June 13, are
eribed as violative of inter-
rational law. A deliberate
attack o civilian infrastruc-
ture, under [AEA safe-
guards, is called unacceps-
able, Iran, o pew mermber

supported China and
Hussia, wauld have densand-
o this,

Terrorism s dubbed “cri-
minal and  unjustifiable”,
rless af miotive, The
Pahalpam attack s noted,
but without raming Pakis-
tars, All nations ave urged o
‘assume primary responsibil-
ey for terrorist attacks from

India's hopes of
perennial American
support, with New
Delhi balancing
China's rise or
moderating SCO
and Brics, looks
highly debatabl

finalising trade deals eoin-
eided with the Rio swmnsit,
Unahle to bully most inter-
lpeutors inso signing
deals, he has shifted the
duaﬂ]urmﬁugust L
Weally,  Brics  could
become an alterrative rad-
ing bloe, with each member
rehu.mm, an the

The government
has to recalibrate
its diplomacy.

their seil The Hrics l)am
ter-Terrarism Work:
mentioned and the lBI|
demand, sinee 1996, reiterat-
el for & Comprehensive
Convention on [nternational
Terrorism (CCIT) at the UN,
Ukraine posed a different
dilemnma due to the Russian
role, The declavation refers
to the national peaitions of
different membsers, withous
criticising Fussia, Regard-
ing Palestine, a more ag-
pressive antilaracl pesition
15 adopted. The laraeli at-
tacks on civilians m Gaza
are termed \In]smm af the

US market. But muotual
rivalries hamper that.

The declaration proposes
coaperation to be Arti-
ficial Intelligence, encoarage

a Parmership on New In-
dustrial Development, the
use of rabotics, di -
nalogy, next generation com-
maumieations, edr, India man-
sudlonl!pm national fied

der food securi-
. llm Incmed'ﬂmsudum,
go:ﬁls m the ndis-U§ rade
i

Frime Minister Narendea
Modi addressed the session
an “Envirerment, COPH
and Global Health”, India, he
said, shided by the Paris
Agresment commitments on
sct\ulnle. The overall ohjec-
tives are nod achievable, he
aidded, without Eacilitated

law. & mssm‘sle i8 emand-
i, besides the withdrawal of
the lsraeli defence foroes
froam :m ncmple? territo-
ries, The relense of hostages
and dmlnees :s desired,
Similarly, v ing 8
where the US nel combing
5 mollycoddling the mew
Sunnl government, a sover-
, Independent and unis-
Syrin s sought. The dan-
per af a revived Al Geda
sl ding ter-

transfers  and
affordable financing. Presi-
dent Tramp, lsas an

anti-climae change "
He i withrawing incen-
1I:§n for electric vehicles
ar T R

Hréu:.?ﬁau Jﬂgﬂem Lula
dn Silva, attacking Presidens
'l'|1|.mp'n theeat of tariffa on
the Brics countries, asserted
that “we are soversign na-

tions” and can imposs wriffs
o0, The 1S announced sup-
tariffs on 15

regionally s

The demand for & nuclear
weapon-free Middle East,
which Iran mmmﬂ'k adve-
catea, 18 mug s tar-
pets Israel ) rlglﬂ to nuclear
weapans when other nations
are denied even peaceful
mickar programimes, Three
ather sub-themes are: “Tee
punu\g International Econo-
mic, Trade smg hﬁmlal((‘".f\-
operation”; “Cranbat
||E:{!hangn and m:;gmln
Quslalnabln Fair ang

rarism
abserved.

nations, excluding India 1t
feels 1ike a Cald War déif va,
The Nm—{\g?td Movement
was created to escape the
SovietUS rivalry, the
Cold War, India lad b
for a multipolar woeld.
naw, o new bipolarity is
emerging between the U5
and the Ching-Rusaia com-
bine, Pakistan and Bang
are successfully play-
ing both sides.
India's Inpes of m‘unmsl
American Ez with
New Delbi bal cml, l)tn
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PREVENTABLE DEATHS

The tragic van-train collision
at a gated level crossing
exposes long-standing fail-
ures in rail safety infrastruc-
ture. Whether the gate was
opened under pressure or
due to misjudgement, such
incidents are not mere acci-
dents — they are pre-
ventable. Despite years of
expert recommendations,
many busy crossings still
lack automatic barriers,
CCTV monitoring, or real-
time alerts. Gatekeepers,
often underpaid and over-
worked, are left to handle
enormous responsibility
without adequate support.
This is unacceptable. Instead
of ad hoc measures after
each tragedy, the Railways
must fast-track the construc-
tion of road overbridges or
underpasses at all vulnerable
points. Human error is
inevitable; the system must
be designed to absorb it —
not amplify it. Every life lost
is a result of delay.
Avinashlappan Myllsami
Coimbatore

UNDEMOCRATIC ORDER

Thie alleged sction of the Navendra Modi
Goverrment of hlocking moee than 2000
acoounts of users of soctal media platfoem
X is nothing short of infringement of free-
dom of expreasion. The saffron partys
ceder o central ¥ fo indtiate actyan
against wsers of X if found spresding news
o any comtent which the agencies feel
were slanderows ar antl-national is unds-
meeratic, It is 8 matter of concern and
shmue that the BJP and its leaders wha
k about emergency and excesses at
irap af & hat indulges in curbing and
wan.mgIhe i
M.C.VIJAY SHANKAR
Chennai

TRANSPORT FINANCES

The recent Madras High Court directive
barring THETC buses from croasing tall
plazas due to "6 crore arrears starkly
poses A deeper erisis — the financial rot
w:tl:m State Tranaport Corporations,
Justiee M. Anand Venkatesh rightly
noted that anly deastic measures seem ta
ovoke action from authorities who

' na's rise ar ave | This imstituthon-
nmi ‘l‘nrn)m ahip for the  and Bries, looks In[,hly sl apathy is not ll.mn.ed to toll dues.
Promsation of Human, Social — debatable. The povernment  Thousands of retived employees await
BI)dﬁlJtu:m] melapumnt needs to recalibrate s diple-  rightful retivensent benefits — gratuity,

imary focus has  macy and the BIP s majort-  leave encashment, and commutation
nlwa eent on economic  farian domestic politics, o despite vears of service, Worse, statutary

arsl rcinl ssues, Presi-
dent Trump's tarifl war on

mdeﬁlwlsa[m neads to
be countered, trondcally, Mr
Trump's July § deadling for

sucosafully chair the next
Brics summit in India.

The writer (3 o former
secresery in the external
aﬂhl’mmhm He nweets ar
wambkeaingh,

deductions for PF and rative loan
EMIs, eollected diligently from salaries,
remaln  unenitted,  compounding

emplayees’ ﬂmmml distress and legal
entan,

Gopalaswamy J

Chenmai

Mail your letters to

chennaidesk wdeccanmail.com
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Dilip Ch
Dilli Ka Babu

Can anything
be done to stop
exodus from
IAS in Tripura? &

‘s hard not tosee the fight of over a dozen IAS

of 2018, , 3121, 022 and 2058 have been
migrating, often in tanderm with Life ch such

a8 marriage, to other states, includ asthar,
Eihar, Tamil Nadu, Llnar Pradesh, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh ancl Har:

chi
While cadre transfers Bnr marviage aren't o
umla! what happEnmlmﬂnruw into & slow
[‘1d'tmu'n government 18 increas-
hw hnrrowing 8 (Tripura Civil Service) affi-
cers to fill gaps, pl]lngen:rramunmdlnact
SO emte younger, 1ncal babus jugeling too much,
while swallowing senior-level responsibilities,
1‘hlsnmnlm ;amuﬂbernsame Ilhmlpphg
auaya Anstiiut {mwkﬂl
lpnt lhedm:ric! thmd vmg]my elnp-
mﬂd less. When

upmemmm
with la: mdﬂ:l‘].:s ek
P iy
Sanal Gne! thi ane ;miﬁnmbeg‘ue that should affer
unl:hl.ldure!anvennce.l' ),
m’nmh mmmhmﬂmminm
mt'ngmjlm puzzling, it's symbalic of a wider

nocauntability.
The CM's office hasn't issued a peep on the

affering rmntlm

mrﬂ:smmmud
V‘lcelhﬂllldﬂlhel!ilmaramm
state loses while others gain,

KERALA, SENIORITY DOESNT WEAR THE STARS
Niun Agarwal can't seem to caich a h:veak
Kerala's senior-most P8 officer from
bateh has ance mhmamlmkenll‘nrﬂ!
state's mp jpalice job, this ume in favour of a
unicr, 1891-batch officer, R.A. Chandrasekhar,

uﬂmmpewenlml i twa years,

And this wasn't same routing reshuffle, sources
have informed DEB. Mr Chandeasekhar's
appointment as Kerala's DGE and head n‘]t:lgo]me
foree was a finely mave, WHE

ing as special director in the Intell
Bmmuand was necmicnltvmt eligibile for
1o the state, However, the l’.‘enme
mmru jmmrhe[‘.nhwrhcremlﬂlalmm
‘Kmﬂam bhrwctlty two ml\l.mm“ there, uﬂ:'e
government snap up. Smoath,
Seamless, Suspleiously

For Mr Agarwal, 1udﬂjlvu.mm.themu
picked Shaik Darvesh Saheb from the 1960 bﬂﬂ:h
aver him. And now, with Mr Chandrasekhar’
entry, he's once again mpm‘ﬂngma]unlnrnﬁm

perhaps until uthmmntm.lunrnmye&r
What's fuelling this pauerndaperrm
ask, Snmuay?tir Iar:kﬁilherlﬂltpo n
mlhacklnc Ol.henhints:pmtﬂmbumm influ-
ial parties, The M.r

Congress has
andmnelthm': appointment as a compromise

beiween the Cenire and the CPUM). The Left is
ﬁn'nully deb'erldinc it given that Mr

imchades his alle ImanEnt in
Kmr.hupnramhn ring case, where flve D\"H
activists were killed. He was acquitted. but the
ghosts linger, Atﬂmeminnhedw seniority, ser-
vice, and & records mean if you're ot
In favaur, E: Kerala's DGP mu.llnnl chairs, what
matters most is not the batch year, but who's got
the better orchestra,

CHHATTISGARH'S CHIEF SECRETARY DRAMA
Tt was suj o be @ send-off soaked in senti-
ment with a shawl, eocomut and The full
retivement kit, After 35 months as chief secretary,
Amitalih Jain was all set to walk into the sunset,
oomplete wi wmwmﬂnmwnmnrhmn
T
Just as the state's top brass gatheved o mark
%pnlnh last hullnnh, a mgnﬂ'mn Delhi hit pqunf on
grodbye, In a move that's unprecedented since
Chhattisgarh became a siate in 2000, the Cenire

extended Mr .hinn tenure 'hy months,
call, The farewell

m}mlmil a
mhs’wre mva! the shrifal suddenly
Iooked premature, and the babus weve 1eft blink-
in disbelief,
aln now holds the distinetion of being the first
dnlefmnrylnﬂ‘hhﬂnnlh ¥ {0 veceive a
post-retivement extension. While the corvidors of
mmhlsd to adjust their plans, the rest of
nl‘vrn‘mle!twdmn;wﬂnmamv

Until that call, the guessin

mm;Fnurmlnrdﬁnern.h‘lﬂuﬂ Pllh}‘
Subeat Sahoo, Amit awnlmi
Wi i the rumnl

Eut Ehe g q W

Delhi would repatriate Union A
ceuticals secretary Amit Agrawal or lep;n'me
ehwice to the state,

The extension may have glven Delhi more time,
Tt it also gave Radpur a political potboller, script-
T i e YT e Tk Wi
%hnwmnlmmmmthamnw

babus ean claim that on

Lowe them, hate them {gnove them at natiormal
peril, i the babu guarantee and INlip's belief.

o
oo ©
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

IN NO CLEAR TERMS

Given the unpredictability of Trump's approach, uncertainty
in the global trading system is likely to persist
HE 90-DAY pause granted earlier on Donald T:ump‘s mpml unlfs ]|as
wonme toan end. Whil P haw
deals —in the initial days, th Ik of closing 90 i s — thy
actual progress made by the administration has been considerably below
expectation: have! struck only with the UK and Vietnam and a frame-
wark has been agreed upon with China, More deals are on the cards. Revenuoes, though,
have surged. According to reports, US tariff revenues soared to 522.8 hillion in May.
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ORIAL PAGE

—— - -
WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

WorbDLY WISE

RARE AS IS TRUE LOVE,

TRUE FRIENDSHIP IS RARER.

— JEAN E LA FONTAINE

Reach the last voter

That has been the EC mantra. Amid SIR controversy in
Bihar, why it should revisit its own stellar record

SY QURAISHI

1'WIAS RECENTLY surprised to recefve aninvi-
tation for aconference on “supply chain oper-
ations™, When we thinkof a supply chain, what
comies to mind are factories, cargo ships and
plancs, and e-commerce delivery vans — not
ba]lot humcs voter slips, and polling tents
Hmrhr- heerlo-

istical ¢ of conducting in
Indlia, equalling almost 90 countries, trans-
forms the wor democratic exertise

inbo one of the most expansive supply-chain

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent is hopeful of revenues touchin, theend

It it

of 2025. But, marked by unpredictability, Tramp's tariff policy, on f e
gality have also been raised, has only increased uncertainty in the global l:mnurny
The last few days have seen a Alurry of taniff announcemendts. O

chain: Strategy, efficency,
will todeliver. In a time when an EC-directed
ENETTISe otcl:tmml roll revision is sparking

fearsof di of

sent betters to 14 countries de tariftsi them. Th effective
from August 1. i reports, US impaorts fr countries stood at $465 bil-
lion last year. The tariffs levied range from 25 to 40 per cent. Even US allies like Japan and
South Korea have not Sinofthe 140 ' o ASEAN — Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, i

of votersin Bihar, the story so far — of the elec-
oo e

L
toensure last-mile coverage — isworth telling.

In 2024, nearly 978 million voters were en-
mllcd.Thqmm physically visited tumlk‘n‘

man

gration with China. As per reports, the letters, in line with the US\l'u:t'“m

their

hich the tariff for transshi alsosay that “good evade
ahigher tariff will be subject tothat higher tanift”, ﬂussccmsmbra:mndatchma Are-

Tiver ity carel. ouu 12
million polling stations were set i, serviced
by 55 million EVMs, 15 million personnel, ancd

cent N anir house. that"Asiai iencing am

a significant surge in imports from China, raising concerns about potential ip i anl and boats.
mentactivities™, Countries such as Japan, Thailand and Malaysia h, Loy say- inlndi vot-
g that they'l continue to hold discussi atewith the US Trump, boweser, Ing—théy ste shout reaching the zstciizen,
hasnot: his levies on corr f o wherever they may be,

Tuesday, he annnunu:d 50 per cent tariffs on copper. The markets reacted immediately
— copperfut peroent. That's mot all The LS President has also threat-
ened toimpose up to 200 per cent tariffs on pharmaceuticals, He has also warmed that
members of BRICS would face a 10 per cent tariff,

Fewwould associate democratic participa-
tion with altitude or archipelagos. But consider
Indlira Point, the southernmost tip of Great
Micobar Island. This booth lies 1400 km from
the Indian mainland and just 145 km from

i Indonesia — but election officials ensure it is

Ti dthe global hi . The Global Trade
and mP}mm Pum m"-."'" tank, has P " cqulppcd.]lhc anybuuth in Dl:]hl DrCIv.'nnal
Atthy {imachal
donmrrmWTOnandards for FTAs. If Trump's past approach is anything to go by, there Pradesh, perched at |5255 feet, the workd's
is. ility that the tariffs imp e revised tomorroes The uncertainky highest polling station. Accessible only viaa

in the global trading system is, therefore, likely to persist.

BLOCK, UNBLOCK

Row over Reuters accounts points to takedown orders too freely
given, unreasonable restrictions on free speech
NSATURDAY NIGHT X formely Twitter blocked the twoofficial accounts

f ia i respor legal o d”.Saon
Jersan

after, aMinistry of Electronics Technology
insisted that the government had made no such demand, it had report-
edly asked for some posts of Reuters to be taken down on May 7 and 8, during Operation
Sindoor, The restored shortly after. X, however, i itwias acting on
anatice from the Centre, and Reuters handles were among the over 2,000 that it was in-
structed toblock. The quarrel over the G of Indiaor the
social mcdlaplaﬂwm —lur bilocking Reuters amwnts flags larger issues, not least the
: ered. They raise questions about
unreasonable restrictions on free speech and whether many such orders violate Supreme
Court j including in the Shireya Singhal
There are occasions and even its may be: taken down,
False information and images that incite viokence, particularly when they risk making a
pn:camus situation, such as a communal riot, worse, There can be circumstances when

wsibile

(uency with

isat may require inter the government onwhat is
posted online. Examples of C rmation in the. of the
Pahalg; thati ict, now, thy isafront.
Having said that, bethe exc the rule. And they must

conform to the letter and spirit of Article 19, Scctlun E[b] ur the IT Act is particularly
problematic — central and st rments of have issued take-
down orders under this provision. Whether or not it constitutes a violation of the Shreya
Singhal judgment — which struck down Section 65A as unconstitutional — is currently
being heard by the Kamataka High Court. However, hyan_y reckoning, blanket

hair-raising mountain drive from Kaza, it senves
amere G5 voters, Temperatures drop to-35°C,
awygen is thin, and satellite phones are often
the only link to the cutside world, Before Tash-
igang, Hikldm, another village in Spiti, held the
title, standing at a still-impressive 14400 foet.
.T-.qually asl:num:l:ng is Warshi, a village
near the lacier. Here,
180 km from Leh simply to keep the EC's
promise that novoter has to travel mone than
2o It ensures that five citizens of the village
get to vote, In Almi, Himachal, a 15-km trek
over seven hours connects officials to a vil-
lage of 185 voters.

Few would associate
demoeratic participation
with altitude or archipelagos.
But consider Indira Point,
the southerinmost tip of
Great Nicobar Island. This
booth lies 1400 km from the
Indian mainland and just
145 km from Indonesia —
but election officials ensure
itis equipped like any booth
in Delhi or Chennai. At the
other extreme is Tashigang
in Himachal Pradesh,
perched at 13,256 feet, the
worlds highest polling
station. Accessible only viaa
hair-raising mountain drive
from Kaza, it serves a

mere (3 voters,

Perhaps the most poetic symbol of India's
democratic supply chain lies deep in the Gir
Forest of Gujarat. Until 2019, a bmxhwas sc\‘

and VVPAT audits; inventory management
using digital asset tagging and real-time
monitoring; cold-chain-like protocols for

up exchusively for Br i sensithe evenin hot d and
mll:pnma‘ta [ETHAE. Shwau:rnplr ﬂsraﬁ of  snowy mountains.
oy just From the manufacturing of EVMs in

In Arunachal Pradesh, alone voter still livesin
adense forest accessible onbyviaa full-day trele.

The electoral supply chain encompasses
not just physical materials but digital sys-
terms, energy backugps, health pratocols, and
legal safeguards.

Every booth receives EVMSs and VWPATs
(Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trails), signage,
seals, indelible ink, voter slips, PPE kits (post-
2020),and sometimes tends, chairs, and water
canisters, Over 4,00,000vehicles, 1,700 air sor-
ties, and 135 special trains were deployed in

Bengaluruand Hyderabad factories o the re-
‘tumof machines to strongrooms after polling,
India'sclemalduinisa dcscd—luups_l,stm
of ewity. That it
without bcrahduwnsspc\aluvulwmi
India’s elections are often cited as.a festi-
val of democracy. But behind them liesa
mind-boggling effort of logistics, planning
and last-mile delivery. They showcase the
state's ability to perform with remarkable
discipline and neutrality.
Inmﬁ:owpmatr'mdd.laz milie defivery

24,1 fable by road, donkeys, Mr]m:nmsm
camels, elephants and helicopters take over. this logic: The
EVMs are stored in GPS- d stron-  not toextract ; but to guaran-

grooms with triple-layered security. Each
polling booth is manned by five trained offi-
midleand f : '

tee maximum inclusion. Mo vobers ame too re-
mote, too few, or too incomvenient, The clec-

b

¥ &
entation inmachine handling, crowd control,
and legal codes. Election duty, though termpo-
rary, is supported by a vast training-and-de-
ployment pipeline akin to a seasonal work-
force on a national scale,

Real-time dashboards, turnout tracking
apps, encrypted VPNs, satellite uplinks, and
mobile networks suppaort live data flow.
Mexdia centres run 24x7 during polls. To en-
sure poll purity, the ¢VIGIL app processes
complaints, most resolved within 100 min-
utes. In aff-grid booths, solar panels, battery
hanks, and diesel generators ensure that vot-
ing continues without interruption. Fuel dis-
patches are pre-planned.

CAPF, state police, and Home Guards se-

toral proce: allot reaches them
asaconstitutional obligation. In clections, the
last mileisn't the problem — it's the purpose.

The Indian electoral supply chain is a re-
minder: Democracy is not just avalue. Itisa lo-
gistical miracle.

The reliability of India's electoral logistics
stands in stark contrast to several advanced
and developing democracies where last-mile
failures have derailed entire elections. In
Ngt.'na.thcpw:sldrnnal rlcmm n 2019 was
abrupthy pD||Iu5
tions intime. Inlhl:‘UKIlmUSall:thalia.
ballot papers ran out. Such hrt'al:dcrmu are
virtually unlmagmabll: in India, where the

cureover 160,00 booths, EVMs are
scalnd wu:l\ bamudcs and dual locks, CCTV

scaleis greater, yet even the
rrmfa—ﬂm'gbum from Himalayanridges

tamper-evidenceis
embedded at every step. Mlllmns of dispos-
ableitems — masks, gloves, water bottles, pa-
per forms — are collected, segregated. and

tooceanic ontime, with
full supplics, and fail-safe alternatives.

It reflects not just planning prowess,
but a deeper national commitment to the

handed over agencics or recy-
clers. Each polling station is nﬂJuslm.uppcd
toconduct an election, but to leave no trash,
What's striking is how closely the Indian
clu:tural process mirrors modern supply-

ity of the vote, It is not for nothing that
the Election Commission of India is consid-
ered a Vishwaguru !

Just-in-time deployment; re-
vv:rscbgsnr_s inEVM returns, audits, and re-
deployments; quality control via mock polls

The writer is former Chief Election
[ issioner of Indio and the muthor of
AnUndocumented Wonder — The Making
af the Grent Indian Election

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

THOSE WHO SHINE A LIGHT

Guru Purnima is an opportunity to honour people who guide us

INDIA'S CULTURAL LEGACY is rich in values,
wisdom, and timeless teachings. Its many cos-

consciousness, reflections of our connection
with nature's rhythims, backed by scientificin-
sights. Guru Purnima, whose significance
spans refigions, disciplines, and centuries, is
one such occasion, giving us a moment to

£ 1t enon

a | st
seek to censor coounts at a time o it itm: h - has changed — whir have we carried forvard,
Governim realise that Hond hmustbeinfre- and what have we left behind? And who
quent, justifiable defined. Blanket they will 15t pre intthe journey,

likely do little tocurb bad actors, who have various means at their disposal, such as dumimy
munlﬁ.bﬂtim while sending a chilling signal vis-d-visa lundammtalng}mn acon-
Tacy. Episodes such a handles de e
government's credibility. Golngl'orwurd it should nmmucmdusthatamsuhmd and
target 1y it ions on froe speech.

JUST FRIENDS

Aglobal study shows that friendzone isn'ta dead
end. Itis where respect and empathy take root

ETWEEN MEN AND wwomen there is no friendshiip possible, Thene is passion,
enmity, worship, love, but no friendship,” noted Oscar Wilde in Lud’y
Windermere's Fan. In Bolhywood speak, that would be *Ek ladk

about its i

holding our hands on the muddy, slippery
pathoflife? Amentors hand, a divine thought,
amaother's care, a teacher's word, a friend's
faith —amy can become our guiding light. Guru
Pumima is a sacred opportunity to honour
every element that guides us, moubds us, and
walks with us on the path of growth.

Guru Purnima, observed on the full moon
dayof the Ashadhamonth, marles the day Locd
Shiva [Adiguru) imparted the knowledge of
yoga to the Saptarshis, the seven sages. Italso
commemorates the birth anniversary of
Maharshi Vieda Viyasa. Additionally, it marks
the beginning of Chaturmasya, a four-month
holy peried during the monsoon when sad-
s and monks stay in one place and teach
mllthsmlcs.ll‘s considered anideal time for

dast mahin he sakte” — a dictum generations of Indians have groven up with
and that has been the default script for friendships beeween men and women in films
and IRL: Doomed, delicate, and perpetually flirting with something *more”, But a recent
NYU Stern-Meta study, which analysed 1.8 billion friendships across nrady}DU coun-

«chanting, fasting, and con-
mmrgwﬂldmncrnugy
The word “guru” in Sanskrit is a combina-

IN Goop FAITH

———

The saint Kabir beautifully
compates the guru (teacher)
to a kumhar (potter) and the
shishya (disciple) toan
unbaked clay pot: ‘Guru
kumhar shish kumbh hai,
gathi garhi kadhe
khot/Antar hath sahar de,
bahar mare chot.” Justas a
potter uses one hand inside
the pot to support it gently,
and the other hand outside
to beat and shape it, a true
guru disciplines, corrects,
and refines the disciple.

tion ur_gr[darknm] andru [ri:mwalddarls-
ness), arkn

In ancient Viedic traditions, the guri-shisfiya
parmmparn | teacher-disciple lineage  was the
foundation of learning, which went hand in

maral to
society, as did the bonds between Samarth
Guru Ramdas and Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, Swami Virajanand Saraswati and
Swami Dayanand Saraswati in the modem

hand with character building, a
pro tions.
Aguruis not just a Iral:lu:r their presence is
a living foree, a feeling, a constant source of
strength, direction, and inspiration. The
muother, as the first guny, introd woes a child to

this new world and guides the first steps of

life. The guru imparts knowledge to the
secker, while the sadguru nurtures wisdom.
The saint Kabir bc\aunmllycumpams the
kurrity an

era,
formed Swami Vivekananda into a spiritual
miant whao carried Indian philosophy to the
West. Similarly, the divine lineage of
Mahavatar Babaji, Lahiri Mahasaya, Sri
Yukteswar and Paramahansa Yogananda
continues to inspire seekers worldwide,
Guru Purnima is a celebration of learn-
ing, wisdom, and gratitude. In an era often
overwhelmed by information and competi-
tion, the presence of a true teacher —

potter
unhaked day pot: Guru shish kunmibh
o, et poarhi kthe kot Antar hath sohar de,
hwmrnmzd‘mt_]ustas apatterusesone hand

whether ter or coach, educator,
parent, or even a digital mentor — becomes
maore crucial, going beyond religion and rit-

vsuppart it genthy, and the ather

hand outside to beat and shape it, a true guru
dlsclpllll:'s.l:nnms and refines the disciple
ictness, challenges,

and feedback. Atthesame time, the gur sup-
isciple internally,

nd Lord
Rama, Guru Ravidas and Meera Bai,
RamnandandKahrGumNaml:Dcwland
the: tve Sikh —all plify the
enduring legacy of spiritual and intellectual
exchange in Indian civilisation. These sacred

uals. The ab: of ethic the
social fabric; the mere shadow of the gurn
keep one from the path of wrongdoing.

As we move further into the digital age,
the timebess message of Guru Purnima en-
courages us to seek knowledge, rediscover
inner guidance, honour our mentors, and be-
come sources of light for others — helping to
build a value-driven humanity.

The writer is Union Minister of Stobe
Jor Low and Justice {1/C) and Minister
of State for Prrfiamentary Affairs

tries, finally bursts that bubble. it turns out that men and deep
friendships, especially in societies where gender equality is strong. .i'md the more liber-
abed a culture is from old-fashioned gender roles, the more natural it becomes for men
and women m simply cnjuymch other's company without a mmamil: subtext.

Thei arcof fem-
inism. Given the deeply entrenched g:ndrr:nmllry inthe Iﬂrl\ccnl\n'_',' aﬂy feminists

the

more

o Mary wh
1

ermoti Py

riage in which partners enjoyed more than just physical compatibility. It would take an-
other century and another wave of feminism to get sex out of the way and push it into the
malmofthe platonic — not very sucoessfully, going by popular culture, To paraphrase Nora
Ephmon's blockbuster When HmyMnSnIy “the sex part” still “gets in the way™,

But what if it didn't? What if fri Id finally shrug off its
mudge-nudge-wink-wink baggage? When men and women meet as equals, they model
respect, empathy, and cmobunal openness in wurl:plal:t:s. Iaml]lcs. and cummumhu
Sure,attracti grace,
As the study shows, affection doesn't have to moonlight as romance. Sometimes, it just
shows up as camaraderie. And honestly, isn't that happily ever after enough?

Jury 10,1985, ForTY YEARS AGO

PM ON PUNJAB PROBLEM

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi said a solution
o the Punjab problem was definitely much
choser than it was fouror five months agn.Inan
intervieww with Karan Thapar, Gandhi pointed
out, however, that the Punjab problem started
off with the “morcha’” organised by the Alali
Dal and Hmtwuuld not end |llh|:gwrmmm

P infight-
ing against terrorism and war in the interna-

tional arena. An understanding to this effect
was forged at the talks between the Foreign
Ministerof Germary, Hans Dietrich Genschirr,
and the Minister of State for External Affairs,
Khurshed Alam Khan, in New Delhi. Khan
hoped Genscher's visit would provide an im-
pctmmmmalcmnmmcmlarmlsand msc

civil servants, and al Juli Ribeiro
as the state's director general of police.
The shake-upin the civil police set-upisappar-
ently aimed at giving a face lift to the state
administration.

DowNED AIR INDIA JET
A mH SHI'.I"_c_rumv:d an Ix:ha.l of Indian

ur essions. Therewill
have to be some agreement between the two
partics for the morcha to be lifted,” he said.
INDIA-GERMANY TIES
INDHAAMD WEST Germany have agreed toim-

GUJARAT SHAKE-UP
IN:‘\ MAJOR administrative shakr-up. the

Mir
«crash sibe, acoording to a British government
spolaesman. In Cork, Irclansd, the crash imvesti-

the search was contirnuing off

shifted its chief secretary,

M Shivgnanam, along with five other senior

the southwest Irishooast,
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Trwlllld Himes: Jaya ||Jmk |-.I\N

miarch ta Parlament In Delhi in March, 1975

THE MINDL ARCHIVES

Turbulent history: lessons from the dark
days of Emergency

From bulldoger action, torture in custody, draconian rule, to acts of resistance both at home and abroad, new and old books examine the

led to the imposition of Eme
Ziya L Sal
pril 1976 was & month with long

the

BOON Came true.
13 April 1976, a rusty old bulldozer

wheesed

tenwards Turkman ©

nights and no
hangg in the air. There had been
reports of an impending doom

i, when a bulldezer would arrive st
peophe's doorstep, demolishing all that
wl

arned, nursed and nurtured for
st apprehensions
Early on the moming of

el down Asall Ali Road
hin Dayal and

and cres

Ajoy Bose documents in For Reasons of

Startees Dl
Viking/20

hi Undder Emergency (lndia
M8},

Kalan Mahal, Turkman Gate, Dujana

Heusee all

e thee brunt of the machine

that spared no brick and mortar structure
in its way.

children soon climbed an to the w

As the bulldoser demolished
hiad stood there for

a million dreams were

arly shaken, women and
ting
commanded by a lower level

ionary of the DDA to literally start

lifee Freom serateh in Nand Nagri,
Trilokpuri, Seelampier, and Ranjit Nagar
places they did not know existed. The

1 prot

Many held
chairman, to be the v
Rukhsana Sulta:
proponent of coe
programme to be responsible,
all, had Sanjay
o Subhadra Jos

Courige to

ested, some loudly, most feebly.

andhi's car. A few turned
he local MPof the
lernew it was the doing of
aticdhil. No one had the
Firally, a thousand

residents signed a memorandum

addressed to the Gandhi scio ing
for the bulldozer action to be :I:.lhcd

Mountain of complaints

Diayal and Bose wrod mall band of
Youth Congress workers...met the prince
himsell. Sanjay Gandhi greeted them
coldly when he heard what they had to
say. They presented him with a
memorandum signed by more than 1000
people of Turkman Gate demanding the
end of the demolition drive, The
prince..nodded once and the meeting
wats over, After they left, the prince tore
up the memorandum into little shreds, He
T litthe time for the rabble. He had o

wictim’s hands were tied to the blades of a
fan which was then turned on. All along
ks o h:gh]qﬂ:l how the common
seel u[ 1|.| rlghu\- even

Pillad wre
n:m'tm:i began to giiestion whe
still diserved to be called a o

nation. This is written in much greater
hetail by Sugata Srinbvasaraju in The
Consclence Network: A Chronicle of
Resistance to a Dictatorship
(Vintage/2025).

eatch a plane to Simla” Delbd, app
wits too hat. For him, And for the
unfisrtunate bulldoser vietims, now left to
pick up the pieces of their life again, They
were amang the less unfortunate ones,
The victims of police bru
warse off. The Justice Shah
received a multitude of complaints about
police excesse: soned
it l]lmhu liwyer and Governor of Goa,
sreedharan Pillad, who was a first year
ﬂullcnl ak Kmhlkudi Lanw € ulkwtdl
aboat it i

Publishers/2025), * 1undr|:l|>i IJ[]J|I:('L‘F of
evidence were presented before the
hah Commission, clearly

oy Gandhi and his
[ llum- in the brutal actions in Turkman
Gate and other arcas across Delhi.. The
infamous and brutal torture method
known as uruttal (rolling) w
irplemiented in most police stations”
woes on to write of other worture
methods, including ‘fanning” where the

Inter
Seinfvasaraju undl.'rl.lkm i i
{ icle the two y

experience o
focussing on many of the international
developments around Emergency, he
makes space to talk of the challenges and
thee troubles of the likes of Indians for
Demoeracy founder Anand Kumar whe
was threatened with deportation for
radsing his volce against Emergency.

Hie allsor writes about Anand
Patwardh

an Swarny, the “maverick
dermic” who had disguised himse
Sikh driver of Nanaji Deshmukh in Ind

was comipletely false to nlggul
that only 4 handful of Western <educated
elite were complaining about the

s that

cy in 1975 by Indira Gandhi, its aftermath and the learning for contemporary times

Emergency.”

Defiance at home
L er I']Ti there wai resi

Meamwhile, the government in India
alternated between using its bong arm of
pliant diplomats and the inevitable
recognition that the move had failure
written all over. People could not be
silenced forever. Writes M.A. Baby in his
foreword to Sehastian Joseph's The
Emergeney: Twenty-One Mornths of
Dracontan Rule (Konark Publishing/2025),
translated from the Malayalam by Radhika
P, Menon, “It was a dark chapter in Indian
democracy as fundamental rights were
suspended, the press was censored, and
thousands of political opponents were
detained without trial” Then the
seasoned politician has o word of caution
for eontemporary times, writing, “Today,
even though there 8 no farmal

suspension of eivil libert [ It
of the press, we are witnessing a
disturbing trend: people exercising their

libserties are often attacked ~ physically
and digitally, The mainstream media, by
and large, appears reluctant to question
thee powers that be”

It remincs us of LK. Advani's words in
975, and reproduced in Pillai's book
about the media then, *You were merely
dsked to bend but you chose to crawl.”
The Emergency's lessons remain
witluable,

Ramya Kannan memory lass, What s the schentific
term far this cendition?

|9 L

QUESTION 1 QUESTION &

Inthis blographical film on the feaf a | I his role as Cheisty Brown, Danlel

Mobel winning mathematician, what Dy Lewals delivers an Oscarwinning

was the diagnosts the doctor makes? perdormance of a young man

It wias also panned far allowing the
partrayal of the

QUESTION 2
i thie Taamill s

crashing the heliday of his

paychiatrist. What condition is Thenall He re
sulfering fram? th ;
What kind Visusl question:
QUESTION 3 [protaganist,
In Finding Nema, ane character, Dary, Gardon Le e I the dedightful

I partraye

ILY QU

1 of drugs as which affects mast of his bedy.
il for cure. Mame the mavie d
cted limb
his beft foet. Fill In the
blank,

ali, Kamal [

T acter, o QUESTION §

with ol kinds of fears, This film Is loosely inspired by the

a5 a fish with short term
oM
K

dlagriosed with

writer's awn experience with concer,

at birth,

1, drama S0,/507

The female protagonlst in this film, Satine, s a
eourtesan and star performer. She s diagnosed with
what conditien?

ome movies revolve around the medical conditions of their protagon
plots are sharply influenced by the onset of illnes

films

s. A quiz on such films

Quastions and Answers to the previous day's dally
quilz: L. The screenplay of Baasl was written by this indian
clnematic legend. Ans: Balraj Sahnl

2. This Rick made In 1953 & a period plece set In the 16th
century depicting an uprising against the Portuguese. Ans:
Baaz

3. In Aav Py, this is Guru Dutt's profession and this
sibling assisted him the direction. Ans: Taxl driver;

A, This popular star i sadd to have rejected a role in the
romantic comedy M & Mis, 55 Ans: Vyjayanthimals Ball
5. Sataab made In 1956 was produced by this man. Ans:
Mukul Roy

6. In Pyoosa, these sctors wene suppased to play the roles
Mala Sinha and Waheeda Rehman enacted. A
and Madhubala

7. Mame the Oicarwinner wha designed the costumes far
Koogoe Ke Phool, Ans: Bhanu Athaslys

Wisual: Marme this Dadasaheb Phalke awardee. Ans: VK.
Murthy who was the cinematographer for all the

Nargls

Early Blrds: Mahan Lal Patel] Pryali Tull] Tam Alan Faith
Tamanjit Bisla| Parimal Das

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
5. Upendran

“You look terrible, Are you feeling 087"
1 haven't been sheeping well, [ have a

big test in Physics tomorrow and I've

been preparing all weekend."
“Preparing all weekend! That's great.

S0, do you feel confidem?™

ent? Not [am anxious to take

s nbee to know, I've never...”
owhat do you mean its nice to know!
elling you I'm worried about the test

<Al you are worried about the test,
then you are not “anxious to take the test’,
biit you e ‘anxiois about taking the
(L
Arcious about’, anxious to', what's
the difference?”

“Well, when you say you are “anxious
about' something, it means, you are
worried about it. For example, if 1 say, 1
am anxious about having dinner with my
boss’, it means m worried about having
dinmer with b

“Hut why are you worrie

It could | y ressan, Maybe,
afraid that going to tell me th
not doing a good job or somethin,

"1 see, If 1 say, the | Minister is
anxious ahout meeting the reporters, it
means that he H waorried about meeting
the reporte
“That's right. He's not looking forward
to meeting ther

" see, H»ul i['IMid the Prime Minister
s anxious to meet the reporters, what

"

anxions to do something”, it
1% 1|'Iill o want to do it very much,
seample that you just gave, it

e that the Prime Minister wants to
IIIL‘.“‘ the fL|‘ﬂ|1LI'?. Very mu |

t he would rather do.”
I'm anxious to have dinner
'm looking

raving dinner with him?™
s Fijght. You're not worried about
it but looking forward to it ‘mu T cager
w hd\"l.‘ dinmer with your boss”
o, S0 ‘anxious to’ is the same thing
“wager o'
1 guess you could say that! But some
peophe object to the use of “anxious o'
They think it’s wrong to say, 'l am anxious
to meet the Prime Minister'. They feel
that you should say, ‘I'm eager to meet
the Prime Ministe
"1 it wrony then to say, *I'm anxious to
a
o, S0 many people use the
expression “ansious to' instead of ‘eager
o' that it would be silly to abject to it
"o, it wu‘uld be o.k. m sy '1I'm anxious

5, politics would

sornething is 'right up
soOfene st it reans it is ideally
suited to histher interests or abilities. For
ix.|n1;|:||.|. Teould say, doing erossword

4 i rigght up my strect, | love it”
ttending parties is right up Suman's
t. Can | say that?™

‘Sounds ok, to me.”

Published i The Hindu on March 18, 19597,

Word of the day

Pan (used as a noun and a verb):
cooking utensil consisting of a wide matal vessal;
make a sweaping movament; express a tatally
negative opinion of

SYNONYMS: tear apart, trash
USage: The erities panned the perfarmavice.

Pronunciation:
mewsth live/panpra

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jpan/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write bo
letters@thehindu.co.ln
with the subject ‘Text & Context'

»

+
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ding the minerals gap

Critical mineral clubs can help India secure and diversify supply chains,
without becoming extractive or overly reliant on great power blocs

ANINDITA SINH AND
PooJA RAMAMURTHI

ONJULY 3. the foreign ministers of the Quad
countries — India, Japan, Australia and the
US — announced the Launch of the Critical
Minerals Initiative for collaboratively “secur-
ing and diversifying™ supply chains. These
minilateral groupings or “clubs™ form a key
part of India's minerals diplomacy. We
analyse why India engages in mineral clubs
and how to ensure that these engagements
are strategic.

Arecent global crisis in rare earth mag-

netsafter Befjing s imp port con-
that it i Tie?
face significant strategic icrisk:

duwe to heavy dependence on China, Essential
enablers of India's green transition, critical
minerals are vital for manufacturing tech-
nedogies such as electric wehicles, solar pan-
els, batteries, and semiconductors. With un-
mcplumd domestic reserves and a lam: mn
India has reo
flurry of bllaml minerals partncrshlps
with resource-rich

su:l\ as Argentina and Zambia aim to facili-
tate exploration and mining by the Indian
government and firms overseas. However,
Indian companies often lack advanced ex-
traction technology and sufficient financial
capital tn commerrialise domestic mining as
wellas operate competitively in foreign mar-
kets. Moreover, theirhesitancy about imaest-
ing abroad in politically unstable jurisdic-
tions highlights the wrgent need for
R . ¥ i

ANCE o SUPPOrt OVerseas ventures.,
Meanwhile, India’s partnerships with
countries lke the LAE, the US and the LK fo-
cus primarily on joint ventures for mineral
processing and recycling. Yet, without as-
sured and stahlc supplu:s oh:rml:al miner-
als, such proc 0~
nomically unviable, raisimg the possil of
stranded assets. These must,

Thereis arisk that Indiawill be labelled
a destination for storage, transit and pro-
cessing, while higher value-addition activ-
ities such as refining and manufacturing of
components could be situated in developed
countries. India, once again, risks becom-
ing a demand centre and market for fin-
ished goods. There are discussions around
shared scientific advancements and RED in
these “minerals clubs”, However, as seenin
the case of vaccines and dean technology,
develog ries are hesitant to enable

therefore, be backed by long-term arrange-
ments and embedded in broader supply-

Minilaterals, or “clubs”, offer a unigue
solution where India and partner countries
coordinate and co-develop projects. These
small groupings of like-minded partners
allow for joint techinical, financial and diplo-

technology transfer and share intellectual
property rights to the Global South. India
must ensure that it prioritises domesticca-

lty hu:ld:ngand sclcnnﬁl: innovation by

| laneses for knvest-

ment in R&D and academic exchanges.
Further, commercialisation and scaling up
of existing ventures in refining, recycling

the minerals value chain, They overcome
financial constraints for Indian ventures by
tapping into a broader pool of capital,
blended finance mechanisms and export
credit agencies. Indian companies can also
leverage advanced technological expertise
from countries such as Australia and Japan
mgaldlngco(plmanm ing and process-
ing. The ity T ip{ MSP)
of which India is part, offers ready-made
structures for co-financing and strategic
project selection.

Clubs allow India to ensure economic se-
curity, diversify supply chains, forge resilient
partnerships, and secure its place in the
emerging clean-tech order. Yet, India needs
tobe strategic when rngqglngln sm:hgmup—

and chean-tec turing — batteries,
EVs, advanced materials — must be inte-
grated into a multi-pronged approach along
the entire value chain,

The agreements alsoencourage “fricndly
stockpiling of reserves™, where member
munmcs slun:' resounces. However, asseen

f protectionist has
Donald Trump, a change in administration
can alter global trade dynamics, with
amcndl:d nadl: rules :m:lud:ng:m:rt:ascd

Rarifh cols. Indi
sumthatthmammbusr ion mech-
anisms to prevent such disruptions in re-
source-sharing  without  imposed

conditionalities or restrictions, pushing for
clear terms of access, transparent gover-
nance, and n:tlpmcalnhl:galm

ingss, rinter-
national partnerships without limiting its
national interests and domestic priorities.

India's amk “Makee in India”
and "Atmanirbhar Bharat” seek to make
the country self-reliant on critical miner-

India’s historical ties and
growing influence with Africa
and Southeast Asia are a key
reason for Western countries
o engage with it for the
extraction of minerals. Indian
stakeholders have a better
grasp on the local business
contexts, relying on their
extensive diaspora networks.
India can champion the
concertys of Global South
countries, calling for inclusive
growth and developmental
sovercignty: India should
leverage its role as a bridge
between the Global North
and South, to position itself
as a credible economic and
developmental partner for
mutual benefit.

C R Sasikwmar
als and green technologies, while creating
incentives for exports-based minerals in-
dustries. Howewver, increasingly, this re-
guires compliance with global environ-

mental, social and governance (ESG)
standards. Through parllclpallnn in these

clubs, India cani md
ESG standards, pn:scmmgthcclnbal South
perspective asopp

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The end result of this US withdrawal is that now, as BRICs and other
international alliances work to further their own interests, the US sits alone,
reduced to barking threats that, if implemented, will spell disaster for its

own citizens.”

= THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, PAKISTAN

A strategy of
exclusion

CAA, NRC and now, Special Intensive Revision —
the current government is following
a path that leads to disenfranchisement

populace devoid of civil l:ghts Thls isthe
dark reality that is staring

T.hc recent moves try the E]rnmn
Cor f India(ECH)i the
SIR of electoral rolls in Bihar suggest that a
backdoorefort i the

MNRC. The SIR process has raised concerns

- about the hise -m-mot margin-
i i This has

MA BAIW toheseen t pattemofus-
ing bureaucratic to exclude cer-

THE CITIZENSHIP { AMENDMENT) Act
(CAA), the National Register of Citizens
(NRC), and the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar
seek citizens, and change
the nature of citizenship in India.
Collectively, they carry echoes of the most
disturhing episodes of 20th-century his-
tory and augur a dangerous, exclusionary
path that independent [ndia has con-
sciously avoided thus far.

Twvo main pel ives exist regarding
citizenship: Citizenship by birth (jus sofi]
and citizenship hased on race and culture
(jus sanguinis). OF these, the Indian
Consutunan uphckl thL' modern perspec-

tain sections from political participation.
Against the hackdrop of these develop-
ments, we need to recall that the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (R55) drew inspira-
tion from Mazi Germany and Fascist [taly
during its formative years in the 19205 and
1930s. Balkrishna Shivram Moonje's —
president of the Hindu Mahasabha and
mentor of RSS founder K B Hedgewar — visit
to Italian Prime Minister Benito Mussolini
in 1931 was a pivotal moment in the cross-
pollination of ideas between Italy and
Hindu nationalist circles in India. In his di-
ary, Moonje praised Mussolini's vision for
the "military regeneration of Italy™ and ex-
plicitly stated that * Indlaand pamcularly

tive of citi after

Hindu

SI0NS on nrlzulshlp that ook place in the
Couml:ur_nmssmtlylnm@st 1949, Evm

Ussion:

in Evour g i \

izenship. However, the Constituent
Assembly rejected this argument and
adopted the positi ing citi

zenship based on religious identitics does
not befita modemn democratic sodety. Thus,
Articles 5 to 11, which deal with the ques-
tion of citi were and

the military regeneration of the Hindu:

Inspired by what he saw, Moonje es-
tablished the Central Hindu Military
Education Society in 1935 and the
Bhonsala Military School in Nashikin 1937,
aiming to militarise “Hindu India™. The S5
later adopted aspects of this moded, with
notable similaritiesin recruitment and or-
ganisational structure to the Opera

i i heltali st youth

Article 5a) unequivocally stated that any-
one born in the territory of India would be
an Indian citizen.

‘With the CAM, religion is a factor in de-
ciding Indian dtizenship, The Sangh Parivar
claims that the CAM will not affect existing
citizens. However, the Union Home
Minister stated bath inside and outside
Parliament, "chronology samjhiye” — that

Western countric
also encourages [ndia to take a maore struc-
tured approach to its own domestic ESG
practices, aligning industry with partner
countries. While improving India's ESG
standards may see a period of growing
pains, inthe long term, it will help make do-
mestic manufacturing competitive,
Finally, India's historical ties andgmw—
ingi with Africaand

is, the chronology. What is
that chronology? First the CAA, then the

i, Moonje's efforts and admi-
ration for Mussolini’s methods have left a
lasting impact on the organisational de-
welopment of the RSS.

Early 1S5 leaders, including their second
chief, M5 Golwalkar, and ideologue Vinayak
Darnodar Savarkar, openly admired aspects
of Adolf Hitler and Mussulini's regimes.

-
n:pt of* l:ulmral nationalism" and the fas-
cist model of organising society around a
dominant ethnic or religious identity.

INRC: that's the order. Those wh

G s book We or Cur

to produce proper documents will have to
undergo verification based on the CAM ori-
teriain order tobe inchuded in the NRC. How
can one then say that the CAA will not af-
fect existing citizens? Dunng the pn:pam—

Defined ( 1939) explicitly referenced admi-
ration for Hitler's policies, anguing that India
should Ix:dcﬁm:d as a Hindu luhun and

tionof the NRC the citi

[} huwNaus ucan:djcwsﬂwbouk played
akey role
tied the isation to fascist thought. In

ise detail: inrhld—
ing the birthplace of their parents, will fall

area or
gage with it for the extraction of minerals.
Inclian stakeholders have a better grasp on
the local business contexts, relying on their
extensive diaspora networks. India can
champion the concerns of Global South
countries, calling for inclusive growth and
developmental sovereignty. India should
leverage its role as a bridge between the
Global Morth and South, to position itself as
a credible economic and developmental
partner for mutual benefit.

As India seeks to become a global green
powet, it must remain true to its develop-
ment ethos while engaging strategically o
create equitable global value chains, without
becoming extractive or overly reliant on
great power blocs.

Sinhisa researcher on India’s TR
diplomacy and Re

under of doub.
W saw a clear picture of this when the
NRC was implemented in Assam. Around

his Bunch of Thoughts, Gobwalkar described
Muslims, Christians and communists as
India's “internal threats".

Thnscwhu lament that progressive val-

19lakh people Jucled, Tweo-third:
of those excluded were women. Although
the Sangh Parivar's primary targets are re-
ligious minorities, even others — especially
Adivasis, the poor and uneducated, trans-
gender people — may not possess the reg-
uisite docurments. Their citizenship, too, will
comee under question,

Itis estimated that about 42 per cent of
people in India do not have birth certificates.
Crores of our brothers and sisters could
cease tobe Indian citizens for want of nec-
cssarydotumrms They will either be
locked ion centres or become a

uesof sec ialism are foreign
concepts are in fact using regressive foreign
ideas and methods to carry forward their
divisive communal agenda. Soon after en-
acting the discriminatory Muremberg Laws
in 1935, Nazi Germany completely abol-
ished all democratic rights and stopped
conducting elections, Taken together, the
CAM NRC and SIR of electoral rolls in Bihar
that are being implemented and deemed
appropriate for present-day India are a
disturhing portent.

The writer is general secretary of the CPifM)

energy expert. Views are personal

Not pulling its punches

BRICS declaration reflects a united stand of Global South

MoOHAN KUMAR

THE BRICS SUMMIT took place in Rio de
Janeim under the chairmanship of Brazil on
JubyBand 7, the first after the commencement
of US President Donald Trump's second
tenure, Also, this is effectively the first BRICS

plicit but seri-
wous concern has been voiced within BRICS
about the rise of unilateral tariff and non-tar-

‘tent with World Trade O

diplomacy and mediation to prevail.

It is the situation in the Middle East that
elicits strong from the BRICS lead-
ers. Is it possible that this shift is due to the

WT0)

Iran, Saucli Arabéa and the UAE? The declara-

Force (FATF) meetings in Paris.

Iti nthat the G. isun-
der some stress because of serious bilateral
differences between the LS and South Africa.
Indeed, US participation at the G20 summit

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RELEASE THE REPORT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Address
misgivings' ([E, July 9). The report of
the committee constituted by the
MlmstryufEm:mnmt Forest and

portance and must not be made a ca-
sualty to bureaucratic convenience,
The Election Commission is not justi-
fied in demanding documentation that
many voters do not

ening them with the deletion of their

Climate Change on
clearance tothe Great Micobar praject
must be in the public domain in order
to divulge details to all the sections of
society, The Great Nicobar sland proj-
ect has strategic importance when it
oomes to countering China's increas-
ing military engagement in the Indo-
Pacific. Nevertheless the government
can’t withhold the report in the name
of national security. It is directly affect-

summit with its expanded membership, rulis.\c\’hilcﬂlcuﬁwasmrﬂml:ﬂ.thmam m]uhannrsbulglamrmulcymr doubitful ing the indigs and ather
which |n|:|||dcs Egypt Ethiopia, Iran, i i ¥ tion expresse the situa- this, the BRICS i tribes. n -y can't be clouded
Inclonesia, JAE The bead- Hrrham tion in the occupied Palestindan territory, the their conviction that the G20 is the premier amid enhancement of infrastructure.
ers’ declaration is 125 paragraphs bong and alsuhlksurmmmmundﬂﬂwgulscut mnnnunus Isracli attacks qgamstGaman.d forum for :nn:matlnnal cmnnmlcowpﬂa- Indrajeet Shukla, Licknow
imp topic. ing inter- tion of the entry of h it tion, whil to
The fact that the BRIC b ot treference  aid Describing the GazaStripasaninsepara-  the South African presidency. RIGHT TO VOTE
upwi i to the EU's Carbon Border  ble part of the occupied Palestinian territory, It is clear that BRICS has not pulled any
susis The hloc now prises ' [ the BRICS leaders exhort the: pamcsmcrw punches in its final declaration. This is de- THIS REFERSTO the article, 'It's not just
mmnbusolalllmcsandwluuls andthl:n: in  ingood iations to achi im-  spite the absence of China's Xi Jinping and about a voter list” (IE, July 9). The
Was some its  the declaration. Perhaps for tlu:l:rsltlmc mcdlarrouscﬁi:amlmhﬂl withdrawal of  Russia'sVladimir Putin. OF course, the lead- Special Intensive Revision of the elec-
diversity would prevent the forum lmmtal:- however, China and Russi sup- aza. Th ma\luﬂlthm: L'rsulEgyn]ran Saudi Arabia and the LAE toral rollin Bihar cannot be made light
|ng united pusmmsunrnmmmalmuci port for the aspirati ilandIndiato  ani showrup, dmmgmscndthrll of as a mere routine exercise of updat-
iewsheld  play a greater role in the UN, including the  aunified West Bank and Gaza Serip, ref ives, Sll, it i dec- ing the voters'list. The enormity of the

byl:leIubalSuuth countries on aange of is-
sues, Their leaders arguably demonstrated
mare unity than the G7 leaders of the West,
‘who met recently in Alberta, Canada. The
BRICS leaders produced two specific state-
ments: One on dimate finance and the other
on Al govemance.

Before the summit, Trump had warm:d
BRICS couritri
pmmls( lnrmmpll: proposing an altcma

Security Council. Their support just falls
short of explicitly endorsing the candida-
‘ture of both countries for the permanent
membership of the Security Council . The
urgent need o reform the Bretton Woods
Institutions and the WTO also finds a men-
tion, including the restoration of the two-
tier system of dispute On the

For India watchers, the issue in question
was what kind of farmulation there would
beon terrorism. The keaders condemned, in
the strongest terms, the terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir that took place on April
22 and reaffirmed their commitment to
:nmbatnl\g terrorism in all its forms and

«canflict in Ukraine, the declaration hasically
recalls the national positions of all BRICS

folkar] ther tadlditional

tariffs. In the final daclalatiurmlcrrsmn&-

while supporting the principles
wof the UM Charter. There is talk of allowing

ions. In a clear victory for India,
there are references to combatting the cross-
border movement of terrorists and terror fi-

laration with a lot of plainspeak on a range
of important issues.

exercise can be gauged from the very
real risk of 1a|d|s of c]lgﬂ:lc woters be-

LIS Secretary of State P
in February this year that it's not noermal for
thewordd to have aulupulmpvm:r He went
onto waorld
would emerge. BRICS cuuldmagu' mare
with Rubio.

The writer isa f

i to
France and cur ' essorat OF

nancing. ia'scase
against Pakistan at the Financial Action Task

findal Glabal Ursiversity. Views are personal

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

| ingdiser hising  scanty, are steps in the right direction.
Jakhsurntlzms Forwantuldu:um:n— Whulrhcurwd panlnpanun by thecit-
tary proofof ci ribed  izens of Indi of the

the electoral roll i of
noncompliance.
G David Milton, Maruthancode

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'I's not just
about avoter list’ [IE, July 9. OF the 11
documents prescribed by the Election
Commission of India for the voters in
Bihar tocomvince it of their ctizenship,
it is shocking that Aadhaar is not one
among them but a Domicile Certificate
s Now, there is a beeline before there-
tre ies to
grt ﬂlc: Domicile Certificates — which
are said to be issued on the basis of
Aadhaar. What an irony!|
Thardius § Fernanda, Chennal

BEAT THE HEAT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Cool cloth-
ing in times of heat' ([E, july 9). The
write-up has been a revelation for me
about the choice of clothing we have to-
day keeping in view the geographic re-
ality. The government's efforts, however

by the Election Commission in the
name of a“clean-up” goes against all
logic. Citizenship and voting rights ane
mot something to be undervalued or
trifled with; they are of im-

day to avoid another warmer year and
decade for humanity. Constantly im-
proving technology and better fabrics
should pave the way forward.

Creater Moida

WWW INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Is palm

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, JULY S

A FOOD and beverage industry association
has said that the use of labels such as “palm
oil free” or “no palm oil™ are misleading, and
rooted more in marketing than science.

The Indian Food and Beverage Asso-
ciation (IFAA) said in a statement issued on
Tuesday that palm oil has been consumed
by Indians since the the 19th century, and
that the oil has a well-rounded
fatty acid profile,

Palm oil is among the most
affordable and versatile edible
oils globally, valued forits long
shelf-lifie and neutral taste, Most packaged
foods, including potato chips, biscuits, ice
cream, and chocolates use palm

Of late, the oil has been grmnga bad rap
from online influencers, celebrities, and fit-
ness gurus, For instance, actor-producer
Jackky Bhagnani mcmltlycal]cd palmoil “the

ife”. “1t's suicidal

|to consume palm oil],” he said.
Are such claims scientific? Or are these
justamarketing gimmiclk, as the IFBA claims?

EXPLAINED

HEALTH

High in saturated fats...

All pils mainly contain three types of
fatty acids: the "bad” saturated farty acid
[5FA) and the “good™ mono-unsaturated
fatty acid (MUFA) and poly-unsaturated
fatty acid [PUFA)L

Consumption of oils with high SFAs is
known to increase the levels of bad choles-
terol {low density Bpoproteins ) which in um
lncrtascs ml'Jammat]r.m in the body, de-

itivity, and esthe
mndrnry of clot formation. Therefore, con-
suming such oils can increase
the risk of heart attacks and
strokes, as well as the onset of
type-2 diabetes.

Fats that remain solid or
semi-solid at room temperatures — includ-
ing palm oil, coconut oil, ghee, batter, and lard
—are highin saturated fatty acids | See Chart).

According to the Indian Dietary
Guidelines, prepared by the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR), coconut oil and
ghee have the highest SEA content, around
90 grams and 70 grams respectively per 100
grams of oil. Palmolein, the liquid part of
palm oil, contains around 40 grams of SFA
and 40 grames of MUFA, with the rest being

THis WORD MEANS - -

NETZAH YEHUDA BATTALION

Battalion of ultra-Orthodox Haredi Jews; accused of
committing human rights violations in Palestine

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHIL JULY S

FIVE ISRAELI soldiers were killed and 14
‘wounded during an operation in north-
ern Gaza, the lsraeli military announced
on Tuesday. Four of the deceased be-
longed to the Netzah Yehuda battalion.

Battalion of Haredi Jews
Formerly knownas Mahal Haredi, the
Metzah Yehuda (*Judah’s Victory™) bat-
talion was raised in 1999 for young Jews
‘who dropped out of ultra-Orthodox or
Haredi religious schools, This was to ac-
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commadate the community's stringent
religious practices, such as avoiding in-
teraction with women whn are also re-
quired to serve inthe |

Soldiers during the Netzah Yehuda
battalion swearing-in ceremony
in 2013, he NyT

Y.

The battalion is a part of the Kfir
Brigade, the largest infantry brigade in
the lsrae| Defense Forces. Most of the re-
cruits come from underprivileged back-
grounds, or are setthers who have been
born and raised in lsrael-occupied
Palestinian territories.

The motto of the battalion is “And
your camp must be holy,” a line taken
from Torah, the compilation of the first
five books of the Hebrew Bible.

Allegations against unit

Carlo Aldrovandi, assistant professor
at Trinity College Dublin, wrote in The
Conwersation that the mﬂmhors uf the

heart attack after the soldiersleft him tied
up and gagged.

In April 2024, anopinion piece by The
Huoaretz described the battalion as “a kind
of an independent militia that doesn’t
obey the army's rules”,

Role in Gaza

The Netzah Yehuda battalion has seen
combat across Gaza since October 7,
2023, In July 2024, an investigation by
NN revealed that former commanders
of the battalion had been promoted to
senior positions in the 1DF, and were
training Israeli ground troops and run-

Metzah Yehuda battali

that they are in a “holy mission”,
*This contributes toa culture thaten-

courages unrestrained violenoe against

non-Jewish populations,” he wrote,
(Ower the years, the hattalion has been

accused of a number of human rights vi-

olations, such as abu:mg killing, shoot-

ning ions in Gaza.
!\ whistleblower told CNN that the
battalion's soldiers “pretty mul:h geta

PUEA. Mustard, safflower, and sunflower
have the lowest SFAcuntrnr less than 10
grams per 100 gram

-UIJI'I'MISRA

A GOVERNMENT release over the weekend
claimed that “India is not only the world's
fourth largest coonomy, |t1: almmurme
mast equal soci data from
the World Bank's latest Pwerty and T—.cmlry
Brief, it said India's Gini Index was at 25
which made it the world's “fourth most. rq.u]
country. .. after the Slovak Republic, Slovenia
and Belarus”, reflecting how fruits of eco-
nomic progress were being shared “mone
evenly across its population”,

The Gini Index or Gini coefficient, named
after the early 20th century [talian statisti-
cian Corrado Gini, has historically been the
muast commonly wsed measure of inequal-
ity. It measures inequality on a scale from 0
to 1 {or0E to 1006), with higher values indi-
cating higher inequality.

The government’s claim has been con-
tested both by acadernics who study inequal-
ity, as well as observers who see India as a

.But it isn"t hydrogenated
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drogenation of liquid vegetable oils. The ad-
dition of hydrogen atoms into such odls con-
wverts liquid oil to semi-solid, and increases
their shelf-life,

Studies have shown that the consump-
tion of TFAs can increase the risk of diabetes,
breast cancer, cobon cancer, pre-eclampsia

by influencers are not necessarily much
healthier. Some of them swear by ghee and
coconut oil, which have an even higher con-
tent of SFAs.

At the end of the day, an individual's
health outcomes are determined by a num-
berof factors that go beyond just the type of

(high furing pregnancyl.and  oil consumed,
msordcrsadIMMrunussystm llhrlEMR‘sguldr]lnrssumL‘stnm:urp
in | is semi-solid at d be limited

perature, it does not need to be hydro-
genated. In fact, the rise in popularity of
palm oil from the 1990s ds was

20 and 50 grams (four to 10 teaspoons | per
pcrsnn pm day. Thnsx: living sedentary
lifi to the lower end of this

driven by health concerns about hydro-
genated oils.

Most pils also contain minor compo-
nents such as tocopherols and sterols — nat-
wrally occurring antioxidants that give oils
theirdistinct flavours. Palm oil contains to-
cotrienols, which help lower blood choles-
terol levels.

Mix of oils, in moderation
According to the ICMR's guidelines, a mix
of oils that are low in SFA and high in PUFA
should ideally be used. This would mean
avoiding palm oil as much as possible,

.i\parrlmm mmthmriantyaclds trans
ds (TFA, o i the hy-

But eof
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Measuring inequality

Referring to a World Bank brief, the government has claimed India is world's ‘fourth most equal country’.
What does this conclusion miss? What are pitfalls of relying solely on consumption-based Gini Index?

ﬁngr[?l}-}ﬂ grams].

B The guidelines recommend getting
most of one’s fat requirement from nuts and
secds such as walnuts, ﬂmﬂ.‘d. chiaseeds,

and
other sea foods, and egpes arralsugnu:l nat-
ural sources of PUFA, they say.

W The lCMR recommends that odls should
mot be reheated. This is because once heated,
PUFAs inthe ol start to coygenate, and form
harmfill compounds that increase the risk of
cardiovascular disease and cancers. If one
does have toreuse oil, suchoil should notbe
used for high-temperature cooking, and
should be consumed within a day or two,

INCOME INEQUALITY, INDIA, 1820-2023 WEALTH INEQUALITY, INDIA,1961-2023
B Pre-tax national income for top 10% B Net personal wealth far top 10%
B Pre-tax national income for bottom 50% W Met parsonal wealth far bottom S0%
B Pre-tax national income for top 1% B Net personal wealth for top 1%
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‘When it comes toinequality, this makes
a big difference because variation in income
is far more than variation in consumption,
As people earn more, the bulk of their addi-
tional income is turned into savings. As
such, a Gini Index u[]ncquallry using con-

country with high and rising i

carte hlanche, where they

less whatever they want™ inthe Strip. He
also said that these soldiers got two
weeks off as compensation for killing a
“terrorist” whichwas ™ qumanmmut'

ingdead, sex -
ing Palestinian civilians.

In January 2022, a 78-year-old
Palestinian-American died after being
detained by Metzah Yehuda soldiers inan
Israel-occupied area of the West Bank.
The autopsy revealed that he died of a

reward for som lot
of time in the military”.

In April 2024, the United States
sought o sanction members of the bat-
talion for abuses committed in the West
Bank. These sanctions, however, never
came through.
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Anincomplete picture

The paragraph in the Waorld Bank's
FPoverty and Equity Brief referenced by the
government includes important qualifiers
that the release did not mention:

“India's consumption-based Gini index
improved from 28.8 in 2011-12to 255 in
2022-23. though inequality may be under-
estimated due to data limitations... The

data unc the level of
inequality in a society.

Also, economists such as Anmol
Somanchi, who works at the World
Inequality Lab {run by the Paris School of
Economics and University of Berkeley,
California), have pointed out that it is mis-
leading to compare India's consumption-
based Gini Index value with that of other
countries, which use an income-based Gini,

In short, the use ofcnnsump(inn -based

Waorld ity Databy 10WS income in-
equality rising from a Gini of 52 in 2004 to
62 in 2023, Wage disparity remains high,
with the median earnings of the top 10 per-
cent being 13 times higher than the bottom
10 percent in 2023-24."

The government release does not men-
tion the “data limitations” that the World
Bank itself has flagped, and does not take into
account the Gini Index value calculated by
the World Inequality Database, which shows
arise in the Gini Index from 2004 to 2023,

Consumption-based Gini
Tomapincome inequality, countries often
conduct surveys onincome data. India, how-

ever, collectsdata onc notinoome,

Gini equality and under-
mines comparahility wnh other countries,

Limitations of survey data

Somanchi said. Inotherwords, the rich tend
to decline to participate in surveys much
meore than the poor do.

Two, the way the sampling of these sur-
veys works, the chances of the richest per-
sons inthe country being drawn inarandom
sample are pretty low, This becomes a big
reason for underestimation of inequality if
justa handful of the extremedy fich are driv-
ing up inequality.

Thaus, if 906 of the population is not *un-
equal” while most of the inequality is being
driven by the top 1%, any survey that fails to
sample the top 1% will fail to capture the real
jpicture on inequality.

Researchers have flageed this underesti-
mation in several othercountries such as the
U5, the LIK, and many other European coun-
tries as well,

Ay to correct for this lapse in sampling
xs o use the survey data in conjunction with

It is widely acks that the gap
between the bottom 10% and top 10& of the
popalation is widening, evenif itis assumed
that everyone in the country is becoming
better off.

However, the calculation of inequality is
unlikely to capture the widening gap. This is
because surveys, whether they are about
consumption or income, typically falter in
capturing the data of the richest. This is for
two broad reasans,

One, the rich exhibit what is technically
called a *differential non-response”,

In India’s Global South outreach, give-and-take,

SHUBHAJIT ROY
MEW DELHI JULY S

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi's visit to
Brazil for the BRICS leaders’ summit was one
ofthe longest he has made in thelast 11 years.

wisit bo a country on the way to the summit
destination and another on the way back,
this time he included as many as four desti-
nations, The PM arrivesin India on Thursday
moming from Namibia, his kst stop.

The PM's July 2-9 visit, which also in-
cluded stops in Ghana, Trinkdad & Tobago,
and Argentina, has been framed as India's
outreach to the Global South.

India and the Gaza war
The Global South outreach has its context.

India has taken a much more pro-
T s s
the war in Gaza started after the October 7,
2023 attack by Hamas. This has been no-
ticed by the developing countries, now col-
lectively refierred o as the Global Sowth,

‘One of the first impacts was felt at the
election for the UNESCO Executive Board
wvice chair in November 2023, in which
Pakistan defe: d [s
Global South countries.

Diays later, the Second Voice of the Global
South summit hmdhy[m!lamnmssuda

lesser partici|

Turn away from Israel

Anhlz BRICS foreign rmlumrs meeting
inRy 2024, India joined i
ing in expressing “grave concern at the de-
terioration of the situation in the Ocoupied
Palestinian Territory, in particular the un-
precedented escalation of violence in the
Gaza Strip as a result ufthl: Isrﬂh mlhzary

conkext of both the lsraeli-American strikes

whichis uniguel uratein
capturing the incomes of the top earners ina
country. Studies that did thisin the LK, the LIS,

itisnot ‘sensitive’ to changes at the extremes
of a population, but is overly sensitive to
changes in the middle.

This has todowith the way the Gini Index.
is calculated — and experts have been urg-
ing for close to 50 years now that other meas-
uresshould be considered. One option is the
Palma Ratio, named after a Chilean econo-
mist who suggested looking at the shares of
income (or wealth) at the extremes — the
bottom 50% and the top 10%, for instance.

‘When such comparisons are calculated
with the use of income tax data (apart from
survey data), the emerging picture is grim:
it shows income inequality is now worse
than in the colonial period, and the top 1%
earn far more than the botbom 506

Bigger picture on inequality

The point of studying inequality is to al-
low governments to tailor appropriate poli-
cies o alleviate excessive inequality.
However, an inaccurate reading of inequality
can lead o policies that actually exacerbate

existing i IFhighi isnot

The World Inequality Lab Gini Index,
which shiwes that ineguality in India has in-
creased, wses income tax data to correct for
this gap.

Problems with Gini Index

captureall as

= it can create social unrest and
militate against i -

nomic growth,
Rciylru;sulr:lymthcﬁllu]ndc:q that too
itations, can obscure the
reality. As explained above, a given version
ofthe Gini Index could be falling evenwhen
i the two extremes of the

The Gimi Index:
i ity picture.

T i be rising.

pec

and adelicate balance

pa.l'tl'l.‘lwlﬂ‘lw‘l'lﬂl India has adeep defence

it also has anim-
portant constituency in the Global Souti,

against Iran warinGaza.  and security
(O [ran, the BRICS declaration said: *We

condemn the military strikes against the

Islamlcnewhllcufhan 5II1.EE 13J'unn 2025,

whichc ational

law and the Charter of the Lhutcd Mations,
and express grave concern over the. suhsc—

asth .

Pak, terror concerns

ing Operation Sindoor, not many countries

First Voice of the Global South summit in

January that year.
Suwralrtwlupung mumrmspun:urwd
India I PO

ers' club, taking a position in Bvour of srael,
and not criticising its actions in Gaza.

litical class in these countries, many of
which are part of the Global South and cur-
rently members of the UN Security Council.

It is important in this context that the
BRICS leaders' declaration adopted in Rio
late on Sunday night condemned the
Pahalgam terrorist attack “in the strongest
terms”, and reaffirmed the commitment of

operation that led tomassc fquent of the security si fromthe G South did. Indiaconducted  BRICS "to combating terrorism in all its
ment, death and c Ities, the Middle East.” The decla-  military strikes against tervor bocations and — forms and manifestations, including the
and destruction of civilianin- EKPLAINED ration also expressed “grave  military bases in Pakistan and Pakistan  cross-border movemnent of rermorists, ter-
frastructure”. concern about the situation  Occupied Kashmir, but several countries  rorismi financing and safe havens®.
This was the sharpest |IPLOMACY| inthe Occupied Palestinian — took |slamabad’s claims of civilians and TthahaIgam paragraphs are a gain for
Iy Dedhi criticising Territory, with the resump- nwbanm[msu--nm [ at face icceeded in persuad-
Israed in a multilateral group- tion of conti Israeli at- ithy ing the other powers in the grouping, in-
ing till then. Its positioning was intended i tacks against Gaza and obstruction of the Mew Delhi then despatched multi-party — clwding China, to sign off on thern — even
protect its ip position in the Global — entryof humandtarian aid i itony”  political delegal tovarious capitals to asithasyielded onthe paragraphs onGaza
South, for which China isa contender. stater explainits position, and to displayitsinter-  and Iran. China has previousky blocked at-
Thiswas mpuahcddmru;ﬂ'u.'mlnxl— ahalalnqga:tb_,'Nm nal political unity against Fak-sponsored  tempts to sanction Fakistan-hased terror-

ers'summit in Rio de

strategic hedging and.
Delhi While lsrael i

strategic

terrorism. The target audience was the po-

ists and terrorist groups at the L.
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Right intent,
wrong policy

Reactive vehicle bans can't fix Delhi's toxic air,
Long-term planning, sustained investment in
public transport, and equitable policy will help

n Tuesday, the Commission for Abr Quality

Management (CAQM) amended its

controversial order banning refuelling of end-

af-life vehicles (ELVs) in Delhi, deferring its
implementation to November 1. The initial order —
targeting diesel vehicles over 10 years old and petrol
ones older than 15— was enforced starting July 1. Citing
technical glitches in the number plate recognition
system and integration failures in vehicle databases,
the Delhi government had argued that sucha policy,
enforced inisolation, would only push vehicle owners
into nelghbouring National Capital Reglon (NCR)
vowns to refuel, defeating the very purpose of the
erackdown, CAQM revised its plan to include five other
high-density NCR districts in the initial rollout. The rest
af NCR will follow from Aprill, 2026,

Theintent — to tackle Delhi's toxic air — is
honaurable, but the approach is flawed. The primary
flaw in the plan lies in using the age of the vehicle as the
singular eriterion to mark pollution levels. An older
vehicle need not necessarily pollute more: A well-
maintained but older car that travels limited distances
is likely to be less polluting than a relatively new but
constantly running SUV that has logged the miles,
Then, the plan lsn't new (only the enforcement is); it
dates back to 2005 and was validated by the Supremie
Court in 2018, and by some estimates almost 80% of
Delhi’s older vehicles were already off the roads before
the UT"s government decided earlier this year that this
was one of the magic spells required to address air
pollution; CAQM dutifully followed with an order. The
fact that all these vehicles going off the roads hasn't
resulted in a reduction in air pollution tells the story.
While enforcing Supreme Court-validated orders is
laudable, the Delhi government has burnt preclous
financial and political capital chasing amirage.

Rather than reactive bans, Delhi needs proactive
planning, That means continuing toexpand the city's
electric bus fleets, fixing last-mile metro connectivity,
and making the city safer and friendlier for pedestrians
and cyclists. Also, the other polluters — construction
dust, burning waste, and unregulated industrial units —
mitist also be held to account. Environmental regulation
hias to be fadr and broad-based, not selectively enforced
o the most visible, Delhi's pollution problem will not
e solved by technocratic quick fixes. It demands
cultural change, sustained investment, and equitable
policy. If the administration succeeds in combining
public participation with smart governance, it could
still chear the air in the choking Capital.

Slipping on heritage
conservation in India

Unescoadvisory body recommending
Adcfermmtof[ndh's bid to put 12 forts associated

with Maratha king Shivaji on the World Heritage
List should serve as a wake-up call for the country's
heritage governance authorities, The International
Council on Manuments and Sites (Toomos), which vets
applications for inclusion in the Unesco list, said
India’s nomination had “management, documentation
and impact assessment” deficits, The current
application, therefore, could not establish Outstanding
Universal Value (OUV) of the forts, a key criterion for
inclusion in the World Heritage List.

This is a sharp indictment of India’s heritage
conservation and paints toa larger capacity deficit
regarding documentation and preservation, leomos's
assessment reveals that there are lingering gaps,
especially in the management of sites and monuments,
as well as collating and analysing documentation in
keeping with rigorous historiographical standards and
principles. India already has 43 World Heritage Sites,
and more could be added vo the list, which raises their
tourism prospects and, thereby, revenue potential, if
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and other
authorities get their acttogether. The ASIhas limited
means and trained personnel and ks spread too thin,
fiven the size of the country and its rich and layered
inheritance. These deficits need bridging: Herltage
conservation helps to showease India's civilisational
inheritance and can help boost local economies.

Conservation needs expertise and the involvement of
tralned personnel: States and local bodies must partner
with the Centre and ensure heritage is preserved for
posterity. In the case of the Maharashtra forts, the need
15, a8 lcomos has suggested, for more robust protection
for the smaller forts, better conservation practices,
integration of GIS mapping for risk management, and
improved upkeep to prevent structural degradation.
That task should be taken up immediately.

Navigating a tricky
new era for Brics

The bloc has expanded
and gained global heft.
But its ability to
articulate a singular
vision will be tested
during a period of global
uncertainty

b 17th summit of the
Bries group of emerging
markets and developing
countries (EMDOCs) In Rio
b Janeelro, Brozdl, offered
Inslghts into an instiu-
Hon undergeng profound changes
amibd an extremely disorderly and

Narendra Modi has called for rede-
fining the very acronym Brics so a8
not to Indicate the initials of the
nams of th fve core members but
to convey a ahared fanctlonal pur

wrally negatlating with the US to s
Trumip's wave of tarifTs, o dual game
Is underway.
On thi mw Imml Hrics ns o whiole
fean trade

pose of ‘Bullding Hesilience and

s
tectionism de seeking to boost
I L] trade and Investment

For Coog il Sus-
tudnatriliny',

The il -dni- Brics has more

collective heft and legitimacy than

biefire as o pawerful block of EMDCs
which I8 doubling down on the twin
goals of advaneing mulillaterallsm
and multipolaricy, With the strength
of numibers lending greater self-con-
Ndence and bringing more lssue
areas under s amblt, the Brics we
saw In Rloappeared bolder

In critsquing |||nl1:pp<ml||u

| coer-

st g nter national situation,

T T e shape, Brdes |5 0 trans-
Tormned entity today. Wit the ade
slon of Indonesia this year os a full
mambser, Brics has morphed from o
minilateral club of five natlons —
Brazil, Russla, India, Lh ina de
Sauth Africa

clve miensures ranging from
teade triffs and coenomie
sanctions by the US, o mili-
tary attacks and violatlons
of international law by
Bsracl againat Iran and the
I'||Im|.|| ans,

multlateral entity with broader np-
resintatson. The admission of Egypt,
Ethiopla, Indonesia, Iran and the
Unived Arab Emdrates Inside the tent,
and the presence of 10 more partier
countries ineluding Nigeria and Viet-
nam, which are apparently walting
In the wings to also come In, mean
that thie Brics family has multplied
and I8 embarking on o second
Innings since it was first founded In

Counting full members and part-
ner eountries together, Brics has 20
& unaler s ambit, as I 10 were
illel G20 comprising only
ICs, It I8 In recognitlon of this
L:[mnclul renlity that Primie Minlster

h Brics did not
make man;lvuhudmyulnln' long=
standing push by China and Russla
For creating an alternative global cur-
rency for de-dollarisation of the
International financlal system, the
united front it put up at Rlo against
US President Denald Trump's trade
wars and Its emphatic call for multl-
lateral sodutions threugh consulta-
thon and Ineluslon of EMDCs and
Least Developed Countries (LDCs),
did get Trump's goat, His threat o
Impese additional trade s on
countrles “aligning themselves with
the antl-American peicles of BRICS"
was timed o8 a pre-empiive strike o
ratthe leaders at the Rio summit
As many Brics members are bilat-

Sreeram
Chaulia

Mows, On the ather, the bloc mem-
bers are responding to Trump's
winrnings by professing that they ane
it seeking confrontation with the
US and that Brics “will never be
lirecied against any third countries,”

In light of Trump's attempted for-

elbde shift In the af the

Inter 1 lall Il
Bres I8 rallying around the principle
of multhlateralism. But in
practice, ndividual Brics
ol nerlis wre pragmatie and
are seeking to pacfy the LS
O 1 om0 nae busls o pre-
serve thelr respective eco-
ke Interests, Itwill be a
trlcky balaneing sctand will

ce Himits an Brics becony-
g overtly ant=American or
antl-westenm,

Inslin, In particular, has been wary
of turming Brics Into an ieologleal
erudade agalingt western Imperial-
Ism. However, this does not mean
Inclia Is status qllnlnlaml happy with

r4
allying:

Lablrying to malnstream the con-
cerns and Interests of the Global
South s anly golng to Increase as
Brics expands and draws In more
countrles into s elrele, The Global
South 18 being putat the forefront of
Brics not maerely for ehetorical rea-
soms but becouse it is the common
denominator on which each and
every Brics member will unhasita-
tingly comcur.

SHIL I st of the clear signs of
unity and consensus a8 reflected I
thit o Declaration of Brics, Internal
strains and divislons perslst as the
Institution steps Into & new ers, The

the d global Instl-
tutional architecture, Al Rio, Modi
presented the Glebal South asa “vie-
i of doubde standands” on develop-
mintal and security matters and k-
wnved International Instltutions kack-
Ing adequate representatlon of poar
nations o “n mobile with o SIM card
bt o network.” He even clted the
axpansion of Brics as an Insplration
for Implementing 1 overdue
n the United ans and
the Bretton Woods bodses,

and rivalry bl
[laulu el China I8 the central gropo-
litical faubt lne of Brics and will stay
that way.

Madl shot two unmistakable
arvews ot China in Ko, His call that
T conantry &houild wse erltheal miner-
als "wolely for s own interests or as
o weapon® was almed at U!lllllﬂ
lrdball eactics of imposkn
restraigs an rre-earth metl kll
luarve consed pankc amang buslla.mm
worldwide. He also nlammul the

principe ol P
atrategy af "glving silent consent o
terroriam for personal or palitical
galn”, o dig ot China’s unrelenting
support and shelter to Palkdstan

il thae Rio Declaration nvokled
loglam on cou g terrorism,
unlike what happened ot the Shang-
hal Caoperation Organlsation (SCO)
In Qingdao, China, the relnforeed
percepibon of Belfing os o stumbling
Block to New Delhi's rise means that
this factor will Inevitably Impact
intra-Brics politics and fnternal bal-
anchig within the expanded group-

iny

Ifl I8 fankr tor conehudie that Brics hos
growm more rebevant In world affides.
s 0 result of it expansion, But lts
new avatar will be acutely tested.
el wned haaled b different dinec-
Ilnuulurlluﬁn perkod of global uncer-
talnty and widening conflicts,
Whether a brave new Brles has
arriviedd to fundamentally and rapidly
reorder the world remalng to be seen.

Sreeram Chawlin i dean, Jiadwl Schood

of Internationai Affutes, The views
exprexsed are personal,

Bihar SIR threatens the
credibility of elections

Ithout any warning, on June 24,

the  Election  Commission

announced o month-lang Special

Intenaive Reviston (SIR), At the

Beehust af SIR, B0 million Biharls are belng
asked to (1 Forms,

Mnn |80 have to produce ﬂlxmmul; o

Cprave” thelr ) cliys 1o b

conbd not read o form in 2001 Even amongst
the younger age group of 15-54 years, 24% of
mmen wire Iiterate in the 2019-21; Bibarl
wornen are nearly twice as Hkely to be
unsehoaled. So, o callous state which has for
generations not bothered to nvest [n mass
eclueation in Bihar, now hos glib civil ser-

eligible to vote, The electoral rolls were
eleaned just slx months ago, So, what is the
urgent need For this new revision? How c
thit onus b on existing voters to " prove”
thelr citizenship?

Oddily, on the ground, district afficlals are
Irvisking the Constinution to ramrod this dra-
oonkan ixercise, Thie EC also has an impossl-
e luad T,

Aber an uproar, the Commlasion
has clarified that In case of lack of
documents “the ERD can take a
duclslan on the basls of local Inves-
thgation”, But this Is an open invita-
thon for corrupt afficlals, middle-
e and peity gatekespers o have
a Mleld day.

Asal July X025, Bihar has gener-
ated U4 million Asdhaar cards for
Its prajected 130 millien popakation:
83 milllen Biharls also have thelr names
Included on ration cards, But the BC Is net-
ther accepting Aadhaar nor ratkon cards as
Identity proats.

Thie I doeumants en lsted by the EC, from
PaRsports to matrlculation certifieates, are
haird 1o comi by for most people, For exaim-
ple, the 2023 caste survey shows that only
15% of Bihoris have gradusted from Class L.
Mmrly%?lmflllhull wormen of

Swatl
Narayan

s el harried boath-level afficers golng
door-te-coor distributing forms toa largely
semi-liernte electorate.

Second, Bihar also has high levels of pov-
erty and out-migration. More than hall of
Babiart househobds have ot beast one carning
member whao i a migrant, mostly wllhll:
Indin. When they are working hard in the
Flelds in Punjab and metee Hnes in Benga-
Duru, expicting thim i rush back 1o
theelr home villages In Blhar and
produce enship documents at
short nothee s ludierous, Most will
now be deleted from electoral ralls,
unbess they con maghcally submil

Third, Bhar also has o largely
e papuliation; 47% of Bitar] vit-
vk e under the age of 40. Mast of
them will now be expected o pro-
wlde not anly prool of thelr own
birth, but If below 38 years then of
one and I below 21 then of both thelr par-
s,

Hiow can rural Biharls, especially In Nood-
[prome areas, be expected to preserve parch-
rovenits of paper from hall o century nga? Even
I 200548, anly 58% of births in Bihar were
reglatered. Desplie Improvements, by
01621, at best 56% of children born were
Issuid o birth certificate, Afer all, even now

ge hiwve never been to school as per :m
‘ml'b‘ll MNational Family Health Survey
(WFHS). Elderly women have even higher
levieds of Uliterncy: 75% of eligible women
vobers above 45 years were Illierate In the
2000 Census. As a result, the largest exclu-
shons are expected to be amongst the most
downtrodden.

Firat, the unlettered; 20% of Bibar men

The 11 documents enlisted by the EC, frons
passports tomateloulntion cevtlemtes, are
hard 1o come by lar most people, m

oy 6% of deliverses (and 71% amang Dalits)
ke place na health facllity,

Faurth, easte discrimination in Bilar Is
rifie. Omie of th scoeptatde documents for SIR
I8 land records. But 865% of Dalit households
do mot own land. As per the 2002 caste sur-
way, 43% of Dalits in Bihar are poor, Musa-
s e at the bottom of the caste hierarchy
and amangst the most diseriminated. There
are 27 mdllan Musahars dn Bihar, bug in 200
anly 17% of Musahar wormen were literate,

Fulth, Bihar has o slzeable 18 million Mus-
L {17% of the population). They are the
st excluded from publlc services, ofen
v mare than Dallt,

For example, anly 26% of Muslim children
attend an anganwadi compared to 34% of
Drallts, Muslim children in Bibar are wlso less
Hikely to be vaccinabed, recelve supplemen-
tary nutrithon and be delivered na public
health fucility.

Thit SIR exerclse comis after the Congress
ned s allles nlleged that electornl ralls were
tam pered with [n Maharashiea before the
assembly clections, The bogey of illegal
Immkgrants hns alse been invoked to il
SIHL The previous Bihar assembly elec
wis declded by nowaber-thin margin The
NDA polbed 37.26% vates and secured 125
sients while the Mahagnthbandhan Anished
with 37.23% votes and 100 seats, Any arbl-
trary disenfranchisement of voters will cost
a ahadow over the sanctity of the electiong,

Swatl Nurayars bs @ fucully at the
National Liw Schaol of lndin Untversiry,
dergaluary, and i awthor of Unngual,
The views expressed are persomal,

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

Qur partn

sia to think about

know how to apply ‘

ure in a way that will force

L

wding the

war, not launching new strikes

In West Asia, India could
be the impartial arbitrator

tas dormdmated glolal headlines, but
beneath this crists les o significant
diphomatic oppartunity for New Delll, Amid
helghtened ghobal wenslons and complex
reglonal valeis, Inclia |8 unkguily posltionisd
o fncllitate diabogue among Iran, lsrael, and

hie renewed escalation In the lieaell-
Palestinian conflict since Octaber 7

I iy capacity a8 a cablnet minister of Sel
Lanska, | engaged with Irandan beaclers, busi-
st commmuntles, and civil s | ENeeIn-
tering & natdon driven by pride, cultural
depth, and o genuine desire for constrctive
alobal engagement, Likewlse, my interactions.
I Isrned revealed o resilient soclety commit-
tied to safeguarding s soverelgnty through

the 5. &
Htlead crosarands, lndin bolkds distinettve oo
namilc and politieal kevernge.

Inedin enjoys historical and civillsational
Sl with Isrnecl, Iran, aned the Gulf Stabes, reln-
forced recently by a strateglc parmership
with thie LIS, Crucially, India's dipsomatic pos-
uri b ot viewed a8 partisan, granting it s
rare leglibmacy and trust In this scenario.

Under Prime Minister (PM) Nar-
el Mo, dia has redefined wned
atrengthened s ivternational rale,
Increasing s global repusation, par-
teularly as & leading vobee for the
Gilabal South. Leverging longstand-

I belleve these nations can find
comimon ground with respectful and bal-

anced diplomatic engagement
Thee current censellre presents o narmrow
Bait eritieal windaw for diplomatic aetion,
wihibch India should selze, A meaningful inl-
thal snep would bie for P Modi o appeinta
senlor Indian diplomat as special envoy
tnakied with discrect outreach to Tehran and
Tl Aviv, The Immedian objective
ol not b to resehe dicp-rooted
s b o open rellable channeds,
veduce risks of miscaloulation, and

sustalin diplomacy.

Current tenslons between Tehrmn,

g vl satioona | connections ncross Milinda Tiel Avdv, s Washington threaten
Asln, Wit Asla, and Afriea, India reglonal stability, energy securty,
has revitalised partnesships in the Moragoda and International rum. A phased
Coull megon. lts growing seft power, diplomanie initatlve bed by India

awmplified by o talented global dins-
prorm, further enhances Indin's regonal stand-

N el bnsdghis,
Historically, with lran Fenve

okl Arst estabdlsh confidentind d -
loguae channels, evalving gradually invto morn:
alnlullrul and transparent interactlons.
creclibiliny ncross relevant

emcampaased trade, cconomic collabarathon,
il bt exchanges. For ceniwrles, Perslan
wins i Hinguaa Frinea aerods the reglon, reflect-
g dewy bands, ©

Indin’s Rerned hos expanded
algnificantly, encompassing defence collabo-
rathon, technology exchanges, agricultural

canplta s un dqueldy positions 18w help mitigate
tenslons before they escalate

Seabillity In Wt Asta directly lmpacts mill-
lions of Indian expatriates and undesplng
Indin's energy and econamie securigy, makling
thls dip

PI\fMD:IIadeImmLIL uwwmm:u. from

i strateghe [y
Mike Halfa in Isracl and Chababar bn ran,
India's rabust partnership with the US,
upin shinred democratlc values, strong i
tles, and allgned securlty nterests, lirther
solidifies its potential role as o mediator,
From personnl experienoe, [||IIV\‘M\‘|| howe

B

Inelia’s vk [ thee G20, Brles, aned
ﬂxmuund.mwdlupnnk'lpntlun In forums.
auich s [2U2 and IMEC, highlight India's will-
Irygmiss to unsdertnkee okl international out-
rench, The time 18 ripe to translate India's
growing ghobal nl.\:ull into ngible diphe-
muntk influence.

effective dip Tulewalal

even amid decp-seated tenslons. My late
futher, MCW Pinto, served for nearly three
decades as the foundin nu:rl'lal)l_-gwmml of
thie Iran=L'8 Cladms Tribunal in The Hogue,
st kshii] alter thie 109 Irandan Revalution
and hostage crisls. For many years, this was
ane of the few forums whene the US and lran
governments met fce 1o fce Fllla:rlbullul

T cnitious, India’
eatablishment now has an apporunlty o
anbirng o more proactive sance, By steppling
Torwnrd as a facilitgor, Indis could redeline
angngement with Wiest Asln, enhance (s inter-
national sanding, and meaninglully contrib-
i b global peace,

Milina Moragods o former Cabinet Misister

provided o e venue ar
hustrathng how Im|nr1lnlnrl;lnaLIulmmld
beldge entrenchid divides

wrm S Larikis arnd fooinder of the
Puthfiir Fosction, a serategte affsirs hink
k. The views expressed are persumal

RN L N, SOR/1D8T @ Poatal Reg. Mo, DUNDI-TLON R T0M-#9-20 Lkaniod b pout wdthout ieaayrrent’ DTN o GALI TIOIE6 06, WIR SEmENARGE: Fakaw ad by oo Rt B L W Mt binyalon, Cobnbator, Chanval Gachin, faa iderabad, @ufais, My Tvadian, Wiikhgutrun Wiawamada and boyeed by Al av boad - b 107

{old KT Mo 1. ot 1 Pt M it Geaai Nakdi, 1L Ssaitrs Busdh Magar. UP). Mi-J01806

PRNTED & PUSLSHED B% MARSAR RAPDSH 160 35 on bohall 6 01 Wsdla Lid 180, Kaiba i Dand| Mapg, M Dily mwl e
LIt FHNT LB ' Ao Ewrmamea: (114 taia 101 PRk % b1

i 011 211 ETOMUAL: [E1] BEA 1A Laln 154, LINE @ CIRcIaAT
ESETON: JONE MARTIN TIARARAM - Hes0nwlibe Aar bkocthan of mesws un et P At A1 righ 3 4asaivod. Aepscd wction in whale 1 n art witaoat wiitsen pa i han of Pusl ihes s prosisited.
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Linguistic othering

Divisive cynical politics can threaten Maharashtra’s
position as one of India’s biggest engine of growth

ARATHIPRIDE HAS longbeen afruitful political planik forthe
hi h i 1 11, 1
ment that led tothe e-based matlan afhtaharas
b ahiatus,anuglypolit-
ical Hindi speal hould be nippedinth
i, Nowt Miiitibs 1‘,,.}19. hoShivGena’ebreak-

awayg IMNS) B {Hindh ke
ing penple including a share market investor whose officewas vanr.lall.sad
The recent row comes in the wake of a decision of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(B P)-led coalition government in the state tointroduce Hindias a third lan-
guageinschools Afterabackand forth, the governmnntta:uml.lywumdmw
the resolution while forming a panel to rece the
three-language formulainschools,ac lousissuethat} niresis-
tance in other states too. The government's retreat has allowed estranged
cousins Uddhav and Raj Thackeray to claim a moral victory as they seek to
recover lost political ground with the dvic elections later this year, Except
briefly in the mid-90s, the undivided Shiv Sena has ruled the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation (BMC) in Mumbai since 1985, The BMC's last
term ended in March 2022, after which it has been led by a state govern-
ment-appommd administrator—a practice that has been in force in other
fiesin the state, until the apex court in May ordered the conduct
u{cwn: elections within four months,

L has been andwill al inanemotiveissue ina pluralis-
tic munlry]ih.- India. Prior to Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu too objected to the
three-language formula. In fact, in response to palicy steps or even utter-
ances of the BIP at the Centre and states, justified fears are expressed over
the current disp ion's proclivity to imp der and uniformity that
extends to the idea of "one nation,one language”. But that should notbe an
excuse to reignite linguistic chauvinism or muplar.enl .subnauunall.slprinle
that can quickly turn hostile to fellow Indi hoar iders.In
Mumbai’s chequered history, the Shiv Sena-MMNS brand of politics has over
time targeted vatlous groups, from South Indians to mugranta. from Uttar
Pradeshand Bihar. Inthe 2007 BMC ebection, Shi dged out the B|P
bt its strength was later reduced as the party splintered. The MNS, mean-
while, mnonlya handful of seats, allnfwhichexneptuneitlmt asits corpo-

hip.Given that drubsbi u.laadyeal‘mmnblypulla.,
thereis d for soul hing. Thestate prid meof India's
biggest engines of growth. That pride can't be retained with this brand of
divistve cynical palitics.

Instead of linguistic othering, a better game plan for all parties involved
‘would be offering practical solutions to BMC's gnawing challenges. Despite
hoasting financials that are bigger than some small states in India—BMC
it 1a £74,427-crore budget for FY 26— the country's ichest civic body
15 yet to resolve pressing Issues like water scarcity and plug sanitation gaps.
Besides, it is dogged with infrastructure hurdles linked to road especially,
corruptioncharges, staff shortage, project delays,and failure to generate rev-
enue.With the resumption of direct representation of citizens later this year,
the political parties should focus on fundamental issues concerning all citi-
2ens, including the migrant who is an equal partner in Mumbai and Maha-
rashtra's econommy.

When coffee shops buy
Bitcoin, things get frothy

ECOMOMIST CARLOTA PEREZ once described the peak frenzy of boom-and-bust
Inw.‘stmg cycl.es as the moment when capital gains are copy and pasted, with
in’ tionof essful recipe”™— from
i It rarely ends well.
Pereawaawnungwerlﬂ yealsago,but lt'seas_rtu secthesmulanue!wlth thelat-
estfi om cash, use that
«cash to buy cryptocurrency, watd\ thelr shares mc and do the whole tw again,

building canals to

‘What began with Michael Sa:.-'lul‘lecruGuatngy[nr_(an just “Strate, a soft-
ware cormparty valued at 200 times ofthe 597,615 Bit-
coin{$64 h i hundred ufnmandexlﬂmgbusl
nesses build their own cryptocs stash. It pi

Alook at some of the most recent converts tr.l 80- ml]m:l'Blt:uln :nrpurate trea-
sury” tells you that the froth is real. Shares of Spanish small-cap Vanadi Coffee SA—
which fell %0% in 20 Z-i have d.mlhl.ed since it announced its first Bitcoin buy in
Mary, aventur Ii febusiness. The com-
pany's atest filing report 369 Bitcoin witha bon 10,000
— astrategy explicitly modelled on firms like Saylor's Strategy and Tokyo-listed
Metaplanet Inc. with Vanadi pointing out that those companies” own pursuit of
“asset diversification” has delivered premium valuations.{Never mind that those
premium valuations will make less sense as more copycats emerge,)

Talk of diversk iom is,let's face it,a hand- Maost corp LTETS are
arisk- lot; theiridea of ma d 'tusu-
ally i that are neither useful

for paying wages nor seulngwalea These “treasury com-
panlm']m:lk more likee the latest rinse-and-repeat crypto
i i coin offerings dnon-

HAT BROUGHT
TOGETHER Brazil,
Russia, India,
China, and Sauth
Africa  (BRICS),
along with six new members—Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United
‘Arab Emirates, and Indonesia—at the
latest BRICS + summit in Rio de Janeiro
was their common desire to explore
newways of dealing with their develop-
ment problems. At its annual leaders”
summit held in Brazil on July 6 and 7,
the group urged new partnerships in
pursuit of multilateralism, trade, and
d dri
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® DOMINANT VS EMERGENT
IT REMAINS TOO DIVIDED TO GAIN THE SPOTLIGHT AS THE CHAMPION OF MULTILATERALISM

BRICS can’t set off new world order

ANITA INDER SINGH

Cantre far

d Conflice
Aesalution, Mew Delhi

tional law, and global governance—is
not necessarily making way for the
sudden arrival of a brave newworld led
byalarger BRICS group.

Brazil rightly argued that unilateral-

develc t thana

wen by military alliances or ideology.As.
aloose muplng that includes authori-
tarian (Chi F ina, Russia) and democratic
(Brazil, India, South Africa) states, BRICS
is not unique: the United Nations (UN)
and the Commonwealth also comprise
autocracies and democracies.

BRICS is not synonymaous with a
new world order. That unfortunately
has been marked by Russia's ongoing
invasion of Ukraine, Israel's use of star-
wation as a tactic in its war against
Gaza, and US President Donald
Trump's disruptive foreign and eco-
nomic policies which have led him to
deal with the US's European allies as
enemies while threatening most coun-
tries with trade and tariff wars.
Trump's attack on the nuclear facilities
of Iran—one of the new members of
BRICS—has also sent international
shockwaves. S0 has what Brazil's Pres-
ident Luiz Inacie Lula da Silva
described as “the genocide carried out
by lIsrael in Gaza". However, while
appearing to criticise the Trump
administration's tariffs and foreign
policies, the BRICS final statement did
not directly mention him orthe US.In
short, the ending of one international
order—signified by the US's sudden
retreat from multilateralism, interna-

ismwas ptive than multipo-
larity. It claimed that US pol
iffs and sovereignty were ac
the transition to multipolarity in differ-
ent ways. But Brazil's proposals on the
effect of the climate crisis on developing

countries, green enerfy  p—————————  |ished

dollarisation would not be in the inter-
ests of India and China because the US
is their largest trading partner and
they are struggling to keep Trump's
tariffs against them at bay.

In principle, the enlarged BRICS has
the potential to become a major geopo-
litical and geoceconomic force. The
group represents more than 40% of the
waorld's population and produces 30 %
of its oil. BRICS countries have estab-
considerable

@ AGRI EXPORT AIM

Commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal
‘We can increase our exports from 24 lakh crore to
220 lakh erore (by focusing) on food processing,
better quality of packaging and branding

interests. At another level, China will
block India's accession to permanent
membership of the UN Security Coun-
cil or any criticism of Pakistani-
exported terrorism—both were omit-
ted from the final communiqué of the
BRICS+ summit. Anda groupas divided
as the BRICS cannot replace Western
capitalism represented by the G7.

‘China's President Xi [inping did not
attend the BRICS summit in Brazil;
China's premier Li Qiang replaced him.
That did take some of the shine off the
meeting since Xi has played a major
role in making his country the US's
greatest world challenger.

The potential of BRICS members
and partner countries to fulfil their
individual aspirations via the group-
ing hinges on which vision of the
future of the world order will ulti-
mately play out. Will they be able to
create a more egalitarian mode of
global governance, hedge against
‘Western instabilitywhile maintaining
ageopolitical neutrality,or participate
in an alternative international eco-
nomic system outside the reaches of
American sanctions? Much will hinge
on the degree of common purpose
shown by the US's European allies,

transition,cooperationon . intergovernmental coop-
vaccines, and expanding The potential . eration. Significantly,
the most-favoured nation of BRICS+ to fulfil China is the largest con-
status to all countries in their individual tributor to the group's
theWorld Trade Olganln hinges MNew Development Bank
tion were an whighvisien of which challenges West-
by Trump's economic ern-dominated institu-
threats to raise tariffs on the future of the tions of global economic
BRICS countries by 1004, world order will governance,
Trump is unnecessar- & There is
ultimately play out
ily sparking yet another Y pay uncertainty about
S

international row. BRICS
member-states are dissatisfied with
the policies of western-led financial
institutions, including the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and World Banlk.
They are also frustrated with the dol-
lar's status as a reserve currency, but
there is no intention to de-dollarise.
Hosting the BRICS summit in Kazan in
2024, Russia had called for a reassess-
ment of the dollar's central role in
global finance. But in Rio de Janeiro,
Russia denied that a BRICS currency
for payments between members had
ever been discussed. Meanwhile, de-

whether BRICS+ could
become a coherent, anti-Western bloc.
Such an gutcome would only compli-
cate prospects for multilateralism and
may not be attractive to many of its
members. Not all of them are hostile
even to Trump's US, which is antago-
mistic to any country that disagrees
with it.India for example, is a member
of the Quad and is currently negotiat-
ing a trade deal with the US. China, the
greatest challenger to the American
superpower, will not move against the
US for the sake of the developing world
but it will do so to advance its own

the second Trump administration has
suddenly called into question.

Over the past two years, BRICS
has significantly expanded its list of
members and partners as countries
pursue new economic opportunities,
political influence, and greater
resilience while Washington retreats
from key international institutions.
That has raised more hopes about
BRICS. However, BRICS remains too
divided by a mix of national interests
and economic weaknesses—and a con-
tinuing dependence on Europe and the
US—to gain the spatlight as the cham-
pion of multilateralism.

Framing India’s 2047 goals

Basic policy failures are partly due to distorted incentives

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Profassar of economics, Unhversity af
Califarnia, Santa Cruz

related to the way India’s democracy functions. But the
distortions can be reduced by careful decentralisation of govt

THE ANNUAL INDIA Policy Forum
(IPF), which recently concluded,
brought together academics and poli-
cymakers from India and elsewhere.
The conference is hosted by the
Mational Council for Applied Economic
Research{NCAER) and co-sponsored by
theWorld Bank and NITI Aayog. lmplic-
itly and explicitly, the government’s
goal of transforming India into a devel -
oped nation by its centenary of inde-
pendance, namely 2047, framed much
of the discussion. What follows are my
own impressions and opinions, rather
thana literal account of any individual
analysis or presentation.

One striking feature of the confer-
ence was the power of an ambitious
target to frame people's thinking.
Importantly, 2047 is far enough away
to allaw for hope, though extrapola-
tlon of the recent past and the current

fungﬂ:ln tokens five years agn,wh]ch attracted players
wielding increasing amounts of leverage until the inev-
itable crash, 11|e only difference this time is that publicly

listedc r t he ones lini
LIONEL ppotye rom the "

LAURENT  Thosofamarcioghingbentvil
mnhndufapecuhuwtﬂalim -error that self- :nrmctl.ng
Bloamberg marl handie.If there s expo-

sure tocryptovehicles—and dearly thereis, judging by Cie-
che Intermet Group Inc's recent initial ?‘uhl'l: nﬁerlnlg and Robinhood Markets Inc’s
hype-fuelled tokenised securities pitch—then it only makes sense for more players
to hop aboard the bandwagon and offer supply to match. Even if the music stops
soom, it will stopwithout ‘navmg swept up big blue-chip firms like Microsoft Corp,,

whiose. rejectad a prop dd Bitcoin to its balance sheet.
The trend could just® i ng part-
nerAnthony Scaramuced.

But there. deserve more roll.One k this
is exactly the kind of thing that turns a crypte aelloﬁ'lnma :lale Weak, indebted
o Y tokens could d selling. The
crypto-speculati p g mmﬁad}‘lsystmmm

i lications,which could make hile Bitcoin

i ieve that their i h irfell

50% in thelast crash.

Then there's the question of whether thisis all a sign of wider irrational exuber-
ance. The best-performing S&P 500 company in the second quarter was Coinbase
Global Inc.and since the start uftheynalwa! Palantir Technologies Inc.—nothing to
duwnhrlw Make America G facturing renaissance that the Trump
a ion is hoping to coeate. 1s this being dri innovation,such as
the new financial services that might be offiered b -nati OYS-
tem? Orisit,as  the spec f*making 1maoney"? The
canalboomleft uswith canals and the dot-com hoom with Big Tech—it feels like Bit-
coin treasury companies will leave us with not much atall.

does not necessarily suggest
that the goal is achievable. On the
other hand, the goal leads to analysis
of why India may fall short. Clearly,
Indiahas to accelerate its growth rate,
and ultimately, the question is how to
do so.Ifanything leapt out forme from
the discussions, it was the need for
India to have more firms that grow
rapidly. Most firms in India stagnate.
Only the top 5% grow at rates compa-
rable to developed countries. Of
course, stressing the importance of
firms that grow {and must be produc-
tive to do so) is just restating what

development is, but it shifts the
focus to an aspect of the economy
that is often neglected in India, for
complax reasons.

Thegood news in the conference (as
linterpreted it) was that the corporate
debt problem in India has been largely
dealt with, clearing the way for new
financing of investment and growth,
There are still questions about the
trade-off between the guality and
quantity of investment, and aspects of
India's financial sector,

advanced countries, but the lower tail
of that distribution is thicker and
extends further down,

A presentation on India's progress
with respect to the UN's sustainable
development goals (SDGs) indicated
achievements overall, but with the
weakest areas being health, education,
and genderequality.To the extent that
these areas are the most basic ones for
claiming tobea"developed”nation, the
massive SDG exercise reminds us that
India is still not getting

—_—
such as the efficiency of the basics right. Health
[public sector banks. BL}l‘t it It ":"3" b.. that th_. and ed ucallngn are obwvi-
may be time to focuson  tOpICS discussedin  ously valuable in their
other factors that hinder  the IPF are familiar  ownright,aswellasbeing
the creation and growth instrumental in worker
of firms in ]ndiaa: land, ones. Howevar, the productivity. Treating
labour,and the regulatory world fb“ not women better is also just
environment, including  stand still, and old  as important instrumen-
the functioning of the questions can tally as it is in terms of

judiciary in cases that

require new answers

human rights. An impas-

invelve busi fune-
tions, such as contract
enforcement. Frictions and distortions
arestill high in many parts of India,and
chipping away at those has to be an

process of kai tin-
ugus improvement—by government
wfficials at all levels. In the case of
labour, one needs more skilling, from
top to bottom— factory workers as well
as managers. Paralleling what we know
of the growth of Indian firms, the top
firms have management practices
comparable in quality to those in

E EDITOR

Preparing for monsoon

Apropos of “Good showers™ (FE, July
9], this year's kharif season has gained
more than the expected momentum,
thanks to the early onset of the
southwest monsoon prevailing across
India. it brings a lat of rains covering
mainky the western, central, and
eastern parts of India, but it also leaves
trails of damages due to excess rainfall
and floods. Unfartunately, no lessans
are learnt. Roads and weak bridges
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get damaged affecting goods
transport and people movement,
IDams and lakes in fragile conditions
are breached causing flash floods.
[Downstream riparian states like Tamil
Madu have not learnt any lessons on
the significance of storing excess
water from upper riparian states. We
have been spending a lot on creating
infrastructure but fail to give equal
importance in maintaining ar
rebuilding the weak structures which
[pose a threat to humans, cattle, and

sloned bya
medical expert from the
government reminded us that the
health of young women (even prior to
pregnancy) is crucial to the health of
their children. One could make the
same case forwomen's education.
Such basic policy failures are partly
the result of distorted incentives
related te the way that India's democ-
racy functions. But those distortions
are not inevitable, and can be reduced
by careful decentralisation of govern-
ment. Decentralisation efforts also

crops. States have a greater rale to
proactively play in bridging this gap.
—RV Baskaran, Pune

Trump's Nobel claim

The hypacrisy of global leaders who
praise peace while enabling war has
been blatantly exposed with Prime
Minister Benjamin Metanyahu's
latest visit to Washington and his
nomination of President Trump far a
Nobel Peace Prize, even as Gaza
burns, highlghting the moral

have to navigate political constraints,

but gh posit

inthe Indian context of some state gov-

ernments managing to decentralise
more effectively than others, Cities and
towns, in particular, are low-hanging
fruits for decentralisation.

It may be that the topics discussed
in the IPF are familiar ones. However,
the world does not stand still, and old
questions can reguire new answers,
One area of discussion at the confer-
ence that epitomised this situation was
the current turmoil in the interna-
tional economic and political order,
though it may be difficult to craft reli-
able policy responses. But perhaps the
largest and most important message of
the conference was a perennial one.
Speakers repeatedly illustrated the
value of detailed, high-quality data,
including for employment, firm per-
formance, intrastate inequality, and
progress in the SDGs, A case was made
for making it easier for researchers to
use such data, making an effort to
increase the quality and coverage of
data,and enabling the combination of
different data sets to answer more
complex questions concerning the dri-
vers of and barriers to development. To
the extent that the IPF identified a
unity of purpose along these lines
among academics, policymakers, and
practitioners, it represented at least a
small step toward the vision of where
India should bein 2047.

bankruptcy at the heart of US-Israel
relations. The US has undeniable
leverage over lsrael—military,
economic, and diplomatic. It used
this leverage effectively during the
Iran-israel conflict. Why not now?
President Trump's empty words on
ceasefire fall short. If he truly sees
himself as a “man of peace", he
must act like one.

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Analysis

Celebrated on the full moon of Ashadha, Guru Purnima honors Maharishi Ved Vyas, the sage who gave structure to the Vedas
and authored the Mahabharata. This sacred day represents the timeless bond between Guru and disciple, where knowledge,
guidance, and spiritual awakening flow. Rooted in the Vedic tradition, it reminds us of the Guru’s divine role as creator, sus-
tainer, and liberator. More than a ritual, Guru Purmma is a celebration of inner transformation through the grace of the Guru.

By Hemra) Tiwarl
urw Pamima is observed on the Tull moon
iPurmima) day of the month of Ashadl
wecording 1o the Hindu calendar, 1t com.
tes  the  birth  anniversary  off
» i Wed Vyas, the great sage who
complled and systematized the Vedas into four dis
tinet parts and authored the M hirata along with
numerous Puranas, This sacred oceashon bs celebrated

e
Muaha

as o festival of wisdom, spicimal reverence, and deep
gratiede wward the guiding force known as the
CiurwIn the Vedic tradition, the Gur is regarded with
the highest spirin |||1|||||I||m A well-known verse
Imln the rur Vishou,
Param

| (destroyer)
a the very embodiment of the
Anoiher verse from the Yajurveds

deac
est form whor
iy per
is both

Cluarum
the Gur

s the infinite and g

revieals the highest truths hidden from ordi
ception. The role of the Guru in human |
nsformative and essential. The Guru §s the illumi
mator of true knowledge, removing the darkness of

Plastic Pollution: A
Growing Threat to Human
and Planetary Health

lastic pollution is rapldly spreading scross
P th's ecosvslems, posing on escalating threat
wot only 1o wikdlife but also o human health, A
recent United Nations (UN) repont wamms that
unbess immediate action is taken, the conse-
quences for both the environment and public health could |
watastrophic, The urgency of the siwation has intensified
with a shocking new discovery: microplastics have now
been found in human blood Rescarchers conducting the
study  detected 1iny
plastic  particles
less than one-thou-
i of a millimeter
in size—in nearly HII
percent of the 2
individuals  teste
These microplastics
are amall enough o
travel freely through-
oul the human body,
potentially lod;
wital organs, BExpers
wirny thit their pres
ence may  domage
cells and tssues, wig-
gering disenses such
s dinbetes, cancer,
and  other  chronke
comditions, Analysis of the bloosd samples sevealed that half
conmined PET plastic, which is commonly wsed in soft
drink bottles, Tood packaging, and clathin
\.lm|l|{'s~ contained polystyrene, a material widely used in
ging, while a quarner conained polyethylene, the plas-
wsed in carrier bags. Interestingly, the concentration and
types of plastic panicles dilfered between individuals, sy
gesting o wide range of exposure and vulnerability—an area
that now requires deeper scientific invest gation. The study
was co-founded by Common Seas, a social enterprise com-
mitted o combating plastie pollution, Jo Royle, the organi-
eation's CEOQ, expressed concern, stating, 1 was shocked
Tt oot surpeised, We already knew microplastics have been
found in human placentas and argans. The body struggles
o break hese particles down, ' i lammatory
responses and are linked to cb " Adding 1o
the gravity of the ssue is the fact that plastic akes over
A years 10 decompose—if it ever does, According 1o
scientifie projections, even i plastic production
stopped entirely in 2020, the quantity of microplast
particles in the oceans alone would sl rise 1o n
L5 million metrie wons by 2050, The United
further estimates that by 2000, the plastic load in
oceans, lakes, and rivers could more than double the cur-
rent amount, s ely endangering ic life wmd Tood
systems. This growing crisis dem it global
action—{rom governments, industries, and individuals
» production, invest in sustainable
uives, and clean up the environment before the
pe becomes imeversible.

=

i disease

Ciuru's 1o

Is the

wide, the Gurs le
e of Dhaema (fghleous
Iy 10 Moksha (lib
wber consclousness, nol  before the €
wisdom. List
seriply
ings, one imbibes essentinl values such  celibacy on o

The €

o the path to self us truth, discipline,

s offering Mowers al the
nder and devotion, while bowis

1 symbalize surs

ng 1o discourses helps in
knowledg

wal refinement. The Vedis also emphasize the impor
mnce of approaching the Curu with reve
verse from the Chandogya Upanishad (6,14
“Upasannaya Si%vaya Brahmavid
at only & student who approsches the
i anted the supreme knowledge of
4.3R), it s
sadrsam  Pavitram  Tha

hi Jhanens
er in this woeld like tue

there fs no pu
and that knowl
Revered €
M has beautifully expressed the essence of o
Gura: “A Guru is not one who me glves se
mons, but one who awakens the divine within you

A Ciuru s not one who shows the world o you, but
one who gives you a glimpse of your own soul, A
true Clury connects you with your higher sell”"Guru
Purnima is not just e on the calendar; it is a
sacred opporunity for sell-purification, spiriual
awakening, and complete surrender, 11 reminds us
ul while human effort is imporant, the true jour

roward realization becomes possible only when
this spirt, we offer our

Ige can only be received
arudev Shil Indramani Ji

through the €

ne
guided by a Guru, Wi
countless salutations at the lotus feet of Revered

Gurudey Shri Ind . O this auspi
clous occasion, may the spirl of knowledge, devi

ton, and service awaken in all of us

Supercomputers and Al:
P g Powering the Next Revolution
vice i INlaterial Science

upercomputess wnd antificial
intelligence (Al are revoly
tonlzing the development
of next-generation materi
als. These powerful compu
atkonal wals enable scientists 1o simulate
and test millions of potential materials
rapidly, paving the way for stronger
alloys, moee efficient chemical catalysis,
and advanced plastics, By drastically
reducing the need for human trial and
error, researchers can fast-track innovas
ton and bring kigh-tech materinls o
renl-world applica
e race W ere
speed i3 eritical, Climate scientists have
warned that global emdssions must p..-.lk
by 2025 1o avoad seves

fossil fuel-free fuure,

consequences, By combining computa-
thonal medeling with rapld progotyping
from manufacturers, sclentists are devel-
oping gume-changing technologies like
high-performance solar cells and longer-
lnsting batteries a1 an unprecedented
pace,One groundbreaking initdative in
this field s o supercomputer named
Michael, based st University College
ondon. Named after the famed physicis
il chemist Michael sy, M
¢ focused on discovering the  de

exclusive
POAL

Researchers will use it 1o virn

tvpes—evaluating their performance, ntered mass produ

coad, wnd durability—all without build

at ther 1o build beee
o

power  of next-gen  computing
QuantumGrid Technobogies,

WViain QuantumCrid Tech.in w |
The search Tor a solid-suate battery design  de
that is lightweight, safe, and long-lasting  come existing te
could transform eleciric vehicles (EVs)  create o durable
nd encrgy storage systems. Unlike tracli-  product,
temal lithiwm-ion

ions promise

versio
gr

Such innovations would make solar and  electrolytes in current lithium-ion batier-
wind energy storage significantly more  les—which are vulnerable 1o overby
efficient, helping bridge the gap between  ing—with solid conductors like ceramics

1 energy production and  practics
e The lithium-ion battery, mow wide-
ael is |y used in EVs, lapiops, and mobile
wis originally de
cient  battery  systems, 19708 through LLS. and

poses complex challenges. To address  have successfully used supercamputers
these, companies like Mercedes-Benz o
i ||m|,, up with IBM o lever -
Their goal 15 w identify  ca lates, Ome is soited Tor
. Iuw-um.l miter

spurced from abundant resources such as — other 15 12
seawaterNissan is also stepping Inio the  tant—cruc
|..., by working with NASA o |
Viery mani
The collaboration sims to elim-  computing power o identify 17 new
1 costly m
tery production, while creatin i ing

v design  However, it wasn't v
nd test thousands of battery proto-  clalized the echnology in 1991 that it

porations between
a single physical model, Explore the  indusiries are |1II\|IIII} the '|wL|o|x.' fur-

wple is & UK. bused consortium
driven simulations 1o material discovery  Teatwring Britighvolt, Johnson Marthe:
tools, we help industries innovate faster,  and Oxford University, which aims 1o
lead the global race in solid-state batiery
dopment. Their mission is 10 over-

combined o find the best-p
compositions, But the
tonal materials isn't limited o bat

nsfonm nes

However, they i
eries, solid-siate  many global players are

ances T Lq properties J|L|.‘ con-  gy.From batery breakihroughs o ¢
wster charging times,  unlock the potential of solid-siate wech- gth, or e

er energy density, and lower costs,  nology Replacing the liquid or polymer

the design of materials for electronics,  are created, wsed, and used—bringin
construction, encrgy, and even he
care. Researchers at Duke University  technological

w develop wo brand-new
meaterials Trom a pool of over 200,000
rd
nd memory devices, while the
and heat-resis-
e electron-

etic

5, polent

nch & josdn another breakthrough, scientists
at the University of Toronto wtilized

s from bat-  chemical catalysts capable of convert-
arbon dioxide (CO2) oo el
lene—a base mal for fu
plastics, Using an  algorithm
ole of compuia-  scanned thousands of molecular combi-
- mations, they opened the door 1o a Ra. §
lakh croee (360 billion) market that
every indus-  wms waste CO2 into uable raw

vzing millions of materials using only renewable ener-

This  bon caplure and beyond, supercomput-
ically L\.'JL'I.AI.L' ers and Al are redefinin

1 more sustainabl

- us closer W

advanced future

Demands Urgent Attention in the Rainy Season

uring the rainy season, moscuito-
bome diseases rise sharply, and
wong them, chikungunya stands

a5 & serious bealth concern, along-

slde dengue and malaria. Although
ot as widely discussed, chikungunya can be
just as deadly if not treated prompily and prop-
erly, A large number of people in Asia and
Adrica suffer from this disease, which is trans-

During the rainy season, mosquito-borne diseases surge, and chikungunya is one of the most dangerous
among them. Often overlooked compared to dengue or malaria, it can become life-threatening without

timely care. It spreads quickly in regions like Asia and A

antiviral medicine w cure it, Doclors 0
i the symptons, providing
veliel from fever amd rain Chise of the alarming

ainly

=

mited through the bite of infected
The virus spreads mpidly i walerdlogged .md
poorly maintained areas, and once i inf
person, the symptoms begin 1o appear within
seven days, The initial symproms of chikungun-
ya can ofien be confused with other viral ill-
messes. The patient experiences a sudden onset
of high fever |Lu|m|>_|nml by intense joint and
masele pain, which ks a signature irail of this
aae, Along with (hese, symploms like
ntig h vomiting, and dizziness
Become evident, What makes L|'\|Lu|!|.,uuy 3 -
ticularly challenging is that there is no specific

dis

facts about chik wa 15 that even after the
virus subsides in the body, its after-effects can
laat for several weeks, Joint pain and weakness
may linger, making daily activities difficult for
the patient, In some cases, skin raghes alio
L and inflammation throughout the body
v increase. IF ignored, the disease can lead 10
complications such as liver disordess, Kidney
problems, and even issues in the brain
Vulnerable groups such as pe L women,
voung children, the eldedy, and individuals

with weakened immune syslems ane al grealer

risk of severe complications. The disease's

mode of ransmission further complicates the
situation, When infected person is biten by
 msosguite, that mosquito also becomes a carri-
er. Iucan then spread the virus 1o others, starting
i chain of infections in & very short time, That
s why controlling mosguite |>\>|>|||..Ii and
|m.\|.|alm|.. bites b5 critical in curbing uw
spreead Chik Vi are |
Iy active in areas with sLagnant waler \m.'li i
construction sites, slums, and places where bro-
ken pots o containers are lefl uncovered
Preventive measures play a vital role in protect-
ing against the discase. R ar cleaning of
Waler slorage o iners, iding water s -

ntining overall
wing  mosguito-

o o poeoflops, and @
nliness are essential. F

ica through the bite of infected it

and alcobol should also be strictly avolded,
Instead, the diet should focus on strengthening
the immune system and reducing inflamma-
tion,. |'||.|!I\ like oranges, papaya, and berres are

repellent plamts like lemongrass around homes
help-Doctors typleally  prescribe
medicines w reduce fever and relieve muscle
and jolnt pain. 11 s extremely iportant 1o keep
the patient hydeated during recovery, Coconut
water, bernon water, and oral relydration solu-
tons should be given in sufficien quantities o
prevent dehydration, Equally imponant is
ensuring proper rest and ..muhm_ phjuul
exertbon during e -

recoviry. The patient should avold sugary items

such as soft drinks, packed fruit julces, sweets,
and cakes, as they weaken the imimune system,
Fatty foods, red meat, spicy and acidic dishes,

, i as they are rich in antioxi-
dants and vitamins, Green | vegetahles like

spinach, and vegetables such as carrols and
bananas, are recommended, Proteins from
sources like lentils, boiled fish, and skinbess
chicken can be included in the meals. Among dry
Fruits, almondds are particularly helpful in alding

recoveryln conclusion, chikungunya s more
than |m.|  seasonal nuisance, It is a polentially
dangerous viral illness that can leave bong-lasting
effects on the body if nol addressed with caution,
Prevention through mosguito control, early
detection of symploms, proper medical care,
hydration, and & mitritious diet are all key ele-
@ effectively. Pubslic
autions are our best

ments in tckling this dise
awareness and tmely pre
diefense agaiins the fsing threal of chikungus
lly during the monsoon season.
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