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Building capacities

India can gain from accelerated trade

diplomacy in Burope
T he security breach where a Khalistanl

protester approached External Affairs Mi-

mister 5, Jaishankar's car in London over-
shadowed the headlines on his week-long visit o
the United Kingdom and Ireland. And the Minis.
try of External Affairs (MEA) mude its disph

The empowerment of India’s women with bold policies

Irclia Is making notable strides in
npewering women, with government
wing a crucial robe In transforming

1 the context of International Women's Day
l on March 8, it is pertinent to note that

policies
women's aecess o sanitation, clean water,

clear to the Minister's British hosts, The sche-
duled visit, however, was not changed and Mr.
Jaishankar side-stepped the seare, announcing
that India-U.K. relations were set for a “very big
plekup” despite their “complex history™ and cur-
rent problems. India is building its capacities in
the UK., with two consulates, in Manchester and
Belfast, while Mr. Juishankar's extended talks
with UK. Forelgn Secretary Duvid Lammy o
cused on the msch-delayed conclusion of a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). The Agreement, which
was due to be finished after UK's “Brexit’ in
2020, has missed deadlines. Talks over an FTA
dominated discussions in Ireland too, and came
days after India and the European Union (EU)
committed to concluding their Bilateral Trade
A.lﬁtcnunl (HTA) ~ for which talks began in 2007

e end of 2025, Blaeral trade with the UK,
1552 billion) and Ireland ($17 billion) are underpo.
weered, and discussions on enhancing collabora.
tions, especially in high-tech trade, were on the
agenda in boath capitals, The FTA talks, India-UK,
(restarted last month) and Indin-EU (another
round this week), will benefit from India's more
conciliatory position on import duties with the
LS., which have been a sticking point for them as
well, The government's decision to reduce tariifs
on wines and spirits, motor and electric vehicles,
in deference w US, President Trump's demands,
is a case In poing, and more cuts are expected in
negotiating an India-U.S, BTA,

In that sense, Mr. Trump's reordering of U5,
alliances and trade policy may well have been the
wind in Mr, Jaishankar's sails, The trip followed
visits to Delhi by o high-power EU delegation led
by European Commission President Ursula ven
der Leyen and a sendor ministerial and business
team led by Belgian Princess Astrid, that impart-
ed the sense that Europe I8 looking for new, more
dependable friends. Mr, Jaishankar's visit also
came close on the heels of the dramatic show-
down at the White House between Mr. Trump
and Ukralnian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
which led toan urgent summit of non-US, NATO
countries being held in London, where UK.
Prime Minister Kelr Starmer commitied o sup-
port Ukraine with a "Coalition of the Willing”. As
geopolitical and geo-financial caleulations are be-
ing reworked across the Atante, India stands to
gain by accelerated diplomacy and offering a
hand of friendship w both sides.

Second chance
Iran has reason to be wary of Trumps
dialogue proposal

t was Donald Trump who sabotaged the
2005 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOAY, better known as the lran nuclear
deal. When Mr. Trump, in his first term as Presi-
dent (200721), unilaterally withdrew the US,
from the agreement in May 2018, Iran was fully
compliant with the terms. Mr. Trump then adopt-
ed his ‘maxlmum pressure’ policy almed at fore-
ing Iran to repegotiate the deal = a move which
Tehran rebuffied, Last week, Mr. Tromp said he
had sent a letter to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Al Khamened, asking him to reopen dialogue
or risk military action. While the letter's details
are still private, it took only two days for the Ira-
nkan leader to reject the outreach, Mr. Khamenel
sabd "some bullying governments” insist on talks
not o resolve the issue but to impose their deals,
Iran's reaction ks not entirely surprising, In 2003,
Tehran had taken Barack Obama's overtures
iite serlously. Mr. Khamenel had fully backed
the Hassan Rouhani presidency’s bid w negotiate
with the West. And they had reached a result
oriented agreement which cut Iran's path o

wards nuclear weapons in retwen for the 1iiting of

international sanctions, Now, when the Ameri-
can leader who demaolished the functional agree-
et reaches out bo them, the Tranians are scepti-
carl for obwvious reasons. Yet, there is a compelling
argument o retake the path of diplomacy,

It 2018, when Mr. Trump imposed
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Trlin ook o signifieant step ﬁsrwan’.l with the
lavmeh of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean
Inwlia Mission), an initdative that was aimed not
Just at budlding toiles but also at improving the
dignity, the safety and the well-belng of women
across the country, The mission focused on
ending open defecation, especkilly in rural areas,
whiere women [eed helghtened risks and
challenges. According to government data, over
116 million households have benefited from the
Swachih Bharat Mission (SEM), beading to safer,
healthier environments and giving women
greater freedom and security in their daily lives,

In Rourkela, the Man Tarinl Self-Help Group
(SHG) ook the initiative 1o address the sanltation
needs of leprosy patients, a marginalised group
often excluded from such efforts, By constructing
community toilets with enhanced water supply,
they provided a safer space for women, improved
menstrual hygiene, and promoted dignity, The
Initlative also incorporated compesting activitles,
ancrlllm: Income for the community while

wilste
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Building on the SEM's success, the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JIM) was introduced to ensure that every
household had sccess to safe and relinble
drinking water, Prior to the misskon, only 7% of
Inalia's rural households had ap water
connections, leading w long hours spent by
women fetching water — time that could have
been used for education, work, or other pursuits,
With the [IM, over 150 million househobds now
hawe tap water, helping to lighten the daily
burdens that women face,

The benehits extend fur beyond convendence.
Studlies show that access o water has led 1o a
TAY increase in women's Em'ﬁclpnthm in
agriculivure and allied work, particularly in States
such as Blhar and JTharkhand, where female
labour force participation was histerieally low,
Between 2007 and 2023, rural female
participation in the workioree jumped from
24.6% to A15%, with the [IM cited as a key driver
of this positive change, By frecing women from
the daily chore of water collection, this indtiative
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Is unlocking new opportunities for economic
Independence and belping local economies
thrive,

Incia's efforts in empowering women through
targeted policles and injtkatives are nod just
Improving daily life, They are also creating a
foundation for future progress, With continued

bocal markets, illustrating how technology is
bridging the gap between small enterprises and
nutional opportunities,

As Indin's economy continues o grow,
womenrbed businesses are playing an increasingly
slgnificant role, not just in entrepreneurship but
also in reshaping the country’s economic

focus an ible resources, fi al inclusion,

and breaking down soclal barriers, India is paving
the way For a generatbon of women to lead and
succeed in every area of life.

Women-led businesses, financial inclusion
Indlin's ecomomic transformation is increasingly
being shaped by women

and financial |

Women's representation in governance

The representation of women in political
checislon-making has significantly increased over
the years. Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, India has witnessed significant
reform, Le,, the implementation of &
33% reservation for women in leglskitive

Inhlalmn. reflecting broader shifts in ACCELERATE  bodies, which will redefine the
digital aceess, polley suppeort, and ACTION FOR  corridors of power. Today, women are
econamie empowerment. GENDER not merely particlpants, They are key
Cwer 73,000 starmaps with at least EQUALITY decision-makers, steering the nation
one fernale director have been Q toward a mone inclusive futare,
recognised under the Startup India At the grassroots level, women have
Indtiative, g a growing | W become catalysts for growth, constituting
women In business leadership. approximately 46% of elected representatives in
Government-backed A PO suech ra) (PRIs), with over 14

as the Stand-Up Inclia Scheme and Pradian
Mantri Muchra Yojana, have played a key role in
this expansion. The Stand-Up India Scheme has
sanetioned over 183,600 crore in loans for
236,000 entrepreneurs, while Mudra Yojana has
sanetioned T32,36 lakh erore for 5141 crore loans,
with G8% of the loans golng 1o women,

The rapid expansion of digital connectivity is
alse enabling greater inancial inclusion.
Inititives such s BharatNet and the Prime
Minister Wi-Fi Access Network Interface
(PM-WANI) have brought high-speed Internet to
199,000 vil lages and 2,014,000 gram panchayats,
with over 247,000 Wi-Fi hotspots established.
These digital advancements are giving women
greater seeess to banking services, e-commeree
platforms, and business opportunities, Under the
Provcthan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, more than 300
million bank accounts have been opencd for
wonmen, fostering financial independence and

million women serving in rural governance robes,
The impact of this shilt transcends mere
rumbers, With more women in leadership
positlens, palicies have become more attuned w
the priorites of families and communities, Areas
sueh as bealth care, education, and public safety
have seen significant improvements, driven by
the unique perspectives and solutions that
women beaders bring to the table. This evolution
i lendership highlights o broader discourse:
when women lead, socleties thrive, India's
commitment to empowering women in
povernance not only strengthens demaocracy but
also paves the way for sustainable development
aned social equity.

India has seen significant progress in women's
participation across various sectors, from
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) and sports o governance
and entreprencurship, Today, women make up
nearly 43% of STEM graduates, contributing 1o
the country's growing technical workforce. In
2023, Mr, Modi aptly stated st the G-20 Mindsierial

economic particpation.
Wurrum <led enterprises are also making
Imrt e i
nt, O the Marketpl

Eﬂl.?d} partal, women entre preneurs now mike
up 8% of the total seller base, with over 1,00,000
Udyamverified micro and small enterprises
(M5Esh securing contracts worth 346,615 crore,
Digital platforms are proving o be game
changers for small-scale women entrepreneurs,
Beena Kirar, an entrepreneur from Madhya
Pracesh, runs the Girja Devi Jan Kalyan Samitl, a
sell-help group producing clothing, food

the momentum

aned household goods. By leverging
tru.- GeM partal, her business expanded beyond

C m Women Emyj “When
women prosper, the workd prospers.” By
empowering women through entreprenewrship,
education, and hnancial inclusion, we unlock
new opportunities for growth, novatian, and
sochetal progress, driving global transformation,
Policles supporting women-Jed businesses,
political representation, and skill development
continue to shape eeonomic and social progress.
The focus now s on sustalning this momenium,
ensuring that progress rransltes into lasting
change for future generations.

India, Mauritius and a visit to deepen long-standing ties

nour current era of geopolivical churm and

uncertainty, Prime Minister Narendra Modi'

wisit to Mauritius (March 1112, 2025), will be a
celebration of the deep and long standing thes
between the two countries, Mr, Modi had st
visited the islaind country in 2015, but on this
vecasion, he will be the guest of honour at s
Independence Day celebrations on March 12,
Indin-Mauritius relations have enfoyed political
consensus, rrespective of the party in power in
either country. Mauritius has a new government
in power led by Navinchandra Ramgoolkam of the
Labowar Party, whose coalition won g landslide
vietory inthe elections held in November last
year, While Indin-Mauritius relations will continue
tox b positive and stable, the visit provides an
opportunity for Mr, Modi to establish a persenal

cannect with Mr, Ramgoolam and reassure him of

Inclin's cortinuing support to the island's security
and prosperity, It was during the latter hall of my
tenure as India's High Commissioner o Maurktius
(1992:57) that Mr. Ramgoolam was Prime
Minister. Indias-Mauritius relations saw significant
growth under his leadership and he was
parteularly sensitive to India's security concerns,
hive nios clesuibst thiat b will prove o be a trusted
partner for India and will open new vists for our
cooperation.

The  strang link of history

Mr. s father, Sir 5

I!.lmgt::lam. hach bel the serugggle for ' his country's
aned was Its irst Prime Minister,

pressure, Iran responded with maximum resis-
tance, This mutual brinkmanship escalated re-
phonal tensions — Sasdi Arabian ofl Ewilities came
under attack, Iran shot down an American
drome, the US, assassinated Gen, Qassem Solel-
mani and Tehran retaliated with a missile strike
on an American base in Irag. While Mr, Trump's
White House exit in 2021 ushered inthe hope that
the nuclear deal could be revived under the Bi
den administration, it did not happen, Over the
four years, the region has seen dramatic develop-
ments, Toduy's Iran is weaker than what it was in
2020, Isenel’s war against Hamas and Hezbollah
hins weakened the ‘Axis of Resistance’, Last year

saw Israel and Iran exchange attacks. The fall of

Syria's Assad regime, Tehran's only state ally in
West Asla, In December 2024, shrank Iran's stra-
tegic depth in a hostile region, The country is also
in deep economic pain, and the lsraelis seem
willing o take greater milivary risks, provided
they have American backing, Amid challenges,
Tran reportedly possesses enough high-grade fuel
to produce weapons — Mr. Trump has acknow-
ledged this with his "we are reaching a critical
E:dnl' . The ULS. wants to resolve the nuclear pro-

by arwed Deaan weants lasting economibe and diple-
matie reprieves, Beneath the hostility, there is a
strateggie possibility to resume dialogue, There is
e harm in the Iranians giving ita seeond chanee,

Mat m.my pecple know that Sir Seewosagur
worked closely with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
during Bose's stay in Britain between 191921,
They were part of the Incian students” movement
in London working for Indian lndl.pl.ndcm.c
Ramgoalam did the proofreading for Bose's
Enmeus work, The Indian Struggle, and received

an autographed copy In appreciation.
mnllﬁﬁr‘rrhl ”P[X ulmlz Tuttpa: fwhutsa
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There are stromg people-to-people ties
between the two countries. Nearly 70% of the
population ulldaurlllunlnullmllan nﬂmn being
thed dants of Tndian i 1 lbowr whe
were brought by the colonial ralers o work on
sugar plantations, About 50% trace their ancestry
to Bihar and Urtar Pradesh and sull speak the
Bhojpuri dialect. There are smaller communities
of Tamil, Telugu-, and Marathi-speaking
communities who have preserved thelr lainguages
angd tracitional culture, Mauritius appears like a
microcosm of India,

However, the country s home to other ethnie
groups including Adrican and mixed populations,
which create its prowd rainbow culture. Though
only 2% of the population, the island's French
population is wealthy and influential, still owning
115 large sugar plantations, dominating its banking
and financial sector and other commercial
business.

The challenge for India's diplomats lies in
maintaining luks with all segments of the
Mauritlan population, even while celebrating the
kinship and cultural tes that exist with its
Indin-origin population. India has dope much
rirurlah the Higuistie ancd cubtural heritage of the
Indian-origin population, In 1976, it inaugurated
the Mihatma Gandhi Institute as a premier
Institution for promoting Indian linguages and
culture, The Indian Cultural Centre in Maurdtius is
the largest of anywhere in the world and is one of
the most active, The istand hosts the World Hindi
Secretariat that is supported by India.

A business gateway

Inclin-Mauritius bilateral trade has expanded
rvapiclly over the past few years, reaching §554
millbon in 202223, Mauritiug is a part of the
Afriean Union and has preferential erade
agreements with Afrlean countries, It is bilingual,
with most of its citizens being fuent in English
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French, With its well-developed finance and
banking sector and reliable laws and regulations,

has become o preferred platform for
doing business with Africa particularly
Francophone Africa, Thanks to a Bivourable
Double Taxation Avoldance Agreement (DTAA)
wiith Inschia, Maurdtius Is also a major channel for
Forelgn investment into India, Mawritius has
emerged as 4 successful international inancial
cenire, mainly on the back of the DTAA.

Crucial to India’s maritime security
Muuritiug is the sentine] of the western Indian
Ocean and maritime security cooperation
between our two countries is critical to
enhancing India's maritime security. The
Coldombe Security Conclave brings together India,
Sril Lanka, the Maldives, Mauritius and
Bangladesh to work together to make this ocean
space safe and secure, Mauritius is a small island
but its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) s 2.3
mllion square kilometres. India has set upa
chain of coastal radar stations, redeveloped the
Mauritian island of Agaléga to serve as a joint
surveillance facility and given Mauritiug access o
thee Indinn Navy's Information Fusion Centre for
the Indian Ocean Region (FC-IOR) In Guragram,
India, to significantly advance domain awareness
in dts vast EEZ. India's oceanographic survey ship,
INS Sarvekshak, has just completed the survey of
25,000 sq.km of Mawritius' ocean territory,

At a time when China's footprint in the Indian
Ocean bs expanding, India-Mauritius maritime
security cooperation has assumed special
mportance.

Beyond the ceremanidal honours bestowed
upon him, Mr, Modi will have much substance o
discuss with his Mauritdan counterpart,
Inclin-Mauritius relations must remain i strong
andd stable anchor n an uncertain and potentially
risky world,
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Closing the gender gap in the higher judiciary

amen in law have
seen great
progress over the
last 100 years in
Inedia. The first woman lawyer,
Cornelia Sorabji, was entithed 1o
practiee i 1924, Stnce then, the
numbser of women Liwyers has
increased, several women hive
been desfgnated Senlor Advoeates,

aned there hive been many women
Juclges in the lower judiciary.

Ineguality at the top
Heswerver, there remains a glass
celling for women in the higher
Juliciary. The share of women
Julges in the High Courts s anly
27 (1040 oaat af 764), In elght
High Courts, the number of
worman judges is limited to just
ane, The High Courts of
Uttaralchand, Meghalayas, and
Tripura have no woman jucdge.
The Allihabad High Court, which
18 the largest High Court n the
courtey with 79 judges at present,
has enly three women judges (2%),
Not only is there a
disproportionately lew number of
wintiien Judges i the High Courts,
bt they are also appointed liter
than men. The average age of
appolntment of men s 518 years,
Tt For woenen it s 53 years. Thus,
women judges do not reach
positions of senjority. Out of 25
High Courts, only the Gujarat High
Cotirt has g wosmnin Chief Justioe,

The numbers for the Supreme
Court are much worse, with only
o wormen jucges serving at
present - Justiee BY, Nagarathng
and Justice Bela Trivedi. With
Justice Bela Trivedi due to retire in
June 2005, the top Court will be
lestt with Jiest e wormian juege.
The last woman judge appointed
to the Supreme Court was in 2021,
Sdnce then, 28 judges have been
appointed to the Supreme Court,
and not a single of them is a
woman, Over the last 75 years, the
Supremie Court has elevated nine
men from the Bar divectly to the
Supreme Court, but only one
woman has been elevated directly
from the Bar wo the Court.

Muny justifications are given for
not appodnting women, It is said
that there are not enowgh eligible

Senlor Advocate,
Suprema Court ol
bnelia

We have to
ensure that
Wimen's
Appoiniments w
the Supreme
Court and High
Courts are 5o

out of the

ordinary ac all
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Juakiy Telegram Channel bt
women candicdites, not enough
women with sendority, or that
wirmen do ot want (o become
Jucges. All of this is merely top
dressing, when the underlying
factor ks one of deep inequality,
berrew the analogy of Di. BR.
Ambedkar, One of the main causes
for the exclusion of women from
the higher judiclary is deep-rooted
and systemic neguality, where
wkmen are seen as inferior within
the legal profession. Women
lawryers nominated for judgeship
face heightened seruting, Far from
compromising on merit, women
are almost always required o
prove merit more than men,

Wi dilso have the colleglum
system of appointments, which is
o and
non-transparent, There
are o clearly stated
eriteria for eligibility or
merit and there is no
transparency in the
proscess. This also works
against women. The collegiums
almost alwiys comprise men and
liethe or no effort i taken to get
nairmes of meritorkous women
lawryers for elevation. This is not
the only hurdle, Even when names
of wormen are recommendied by
th colleglurm, wormen are
disproportionately not confirmed
by the government, Since 2020,
e women's names were
recomimiended by the colleghum
for appointment to the High
Courts, but were not confirmed.
Of these, five were the only names
tis b rirjeetid,

This year, as we celebrate
Imternational Women's Day and 75
years of the Supreme Court, we
need a transformation of our
courts, Constitutional courts have
to be gender equal in the true
sense, where women are working,
serving ane beading in equal
measure, especially on the Bench.

Steps towards equality
Woinen's representition in the
Judiclary is key to ensuring that
courts represent their citizens and
hand down sound judgments,
Having an ecual number of
wuormen on the Bench will enhance
the legitimacy of courts and give o

ACCELERATE
ACTION FOR

S+ BuTaen HpOdklODgl

signal that our judiciary is
inclusive and representative of the
peophe whise lves they atfect,
First, the collegium could frame
a transparent process and provide
chear erterta for appointment,
This must inclide a process for
lwwyers to express interest in
being considered for
appointment, such as through
applications, There mist be clear
criteria bused on the highest
stinchards of excellence and
Integrity, and a specified tme
frame during which the
recommendations be made,
Second, there has to be a focus
on gender diversity while making
appolntments, Diversity and merit
are pot contradictory; rther, ina
pluralistic society such as
oairs, diversity makes the
Judietary more
representative, thus
fostering impartiality and
enhancing the moral
legitkmaey of the
institution. There is, at present, a
chear consideration of State-wise
representatbon of judges, as well as
ol caste and religlon. Gender
diversity also needs to be taken
into account to ensure thit at least
one-third of our higher judiclary, if
ot half, ks composed of women,
This will mandate the
appointment of a competent,
independent, and impartial
Juecdictary capable of wphol ding
constitutionalism and the rule of
loow i the country, through a
process that ensures selections
solely based on mierlt ind
encourages diversity in the range
of persons appointed, so as o
enhance public confidence in the
institution. Most importanily,
gender balance needs to be a
stated objective of the judiciary in
ki appolntments,
Justice Indira Banerjes, a
former judge of the Supreme
Court, Famously said in one of her
Interviews that she did not want
any fanbire when she wis
appointed just because she was
worman. We have to ensure that
women's appolntments o the
Supremie Court and High Courts
are so normakisec that it does not
seem out of the ordinary at all.

The road to safety

Communication campai

STATE OF PLAY

G.Gurural
Nalshakhi Mallik

he Ministry of Road

Transport and High-

ways, Governiment of
India, declared January 2025
s Road Safety Month, calling
on all stakeholders tw collabo-
rate to ke roads safer,

Every year, globally, ap:
proximately 119 lakh people
e in road traffic crashes, In
India, between 2000 and
2019, road traffic crashes were
the 13th largest contributor to
the health burden (Road Safe-
ty in Inclia Status Report 2023,
T Delhl), In 2022, Karnataka
alome accounted for 8.6% of
the road fatalitles in India, As
per the Karnataka Stite Polie-
e's anmual repart, in 202, the
share of crashes increased by
¥, fatal crashes increased by
T, andl eases of grievous inju-
ries Increased by 18% as com-
pared o 2022,

Road safety s a public
bealth dssise, Crashes not only
cause emotional, mental, and
financial trauma to the loved
ones of victims, but also place
an immense healtheare and
economic burden on the State
ang the eountry, According to
a World Bank report, Traffic
Craish Injurbes and Disabilites:
The Burden on Indian Sociely,
about 75% of lower income
households and 57% of higher
Ineoime households reported
adecline in total howsehold in:
corme after a crash,

The United Matlons Decade
of Action for Rowd Safety 2021
2030 aims o halve deaths by
20030, Often dubbed a silent
pandembe, road deaths and in-
Juries are unaceeptable sinee
they are largely preventable,

Studies suggest that even a
single,  well-designed,  evi-
deneebased road safety cam:
padgn can reduce  crashes
fironm 8,55 to 9%, Mass media

18 alon

with strict enforcement can makee roads safier

campaigns have long been
userd to change attitudes, raise
personal risk perceptions, and
shape soclal norms w pro-
mate safer behidours. The
Workd Health Organization
reaffirms the value of such tar-
peted mass media campalgns,

One of the ways to reduce
roid traffic injuries s to focus
on key risk factors, such as
speeding, helmet and seat belt
e, vl drink driving. To en-
sure road safety, communica
tion campaigns along with
sound legislation and law en-
foreement have the most in-
fluence. For example, Bogotd,
Golombia, implemented four
campilgns on speeding palred
with enhanced enforcement
operations to intensily speed
management efforts between
2018 and 2008, The campalgns
wierie also supported by media
strategies such as journalist
workshops to help build the
marrative on the importance
of these acthons, This contri-
buted to a decrease in speed-
Ing from 39% to 21% during
that period and helped pre-
went an estimated 73 deaths,
These results resonated with
citizens, who realised that the
lives saved could have been
thisir o or thedr loved ones,

In India, Karnataka adapt-
ed the global best practices by
palring a mass media cam:
pidgn to reduce speeding with
entorcement by the police.
Between December 2023 and
Jarwaary 2025, the Karnataka
State Romd Safety Authority
implemented three mass me-
dia campaigns, In December

2023, the mass media cam.
palgn addressed speeding by
sharing the moving story of a
crish survivor who was left
permanently  disabled b
cause of a speeding driver.
The campalgn reached an esti
mated 2.3 crore adults in Kar-
itk An eviluation af it re-
wealed that for over 90% of the
respondents, the campaign
penerated the intended con
cern about spesding and meo-
tivated them to comply with
posted speed limits,

The secomd  campaign,
Lasrveheed I January 2024, fo-
cused on correct helmet wear
ing. The third, implemented
from December 2024 to Janu-
ary 2025, was an instructional-
style mass media campaign
explaining the scence of a
crash, 1t focused on how even
i slight difference inspeed can
decide the chance of a crash
and ies severity, The Karnata:
ka police conducted targeted
enforcement drives on speed-
ing while disseminating the
key message at checkpoints
andl throagh soclal media,

While these results are pos-
ftive, one campaign s not
enough. The culture arcund
roud safety in India must shift
frroert unanvoldable aceidents o
unacceptable tragedies. Re
peated messaging on the need
o follow speed lHmits set by
the government, and other
risk factors, such as correct
helmet use, can drive long:
term behavioural change, En-
forcement should contimioas
by Tocus on the risk factors and
strategics to improve com-
pliance. A public narrative
st be built to porteay enfor.
oEment as a preventive mea-
sure rather than a punitive
one. In dodng so, roads can be
safer for all.

e i, Ciariet by con e infogtat,
bl healtfy commaltand, amd romd
aafindy advivnirg sl Vialehia ki Malfik de
Dibrecta, Camrmanication, i af
Viteal Srriadegives

As imports of semiconductor chips rise, India eyes local production

FROM THE
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| DATA FOINT

Jushal Vs LY,

t the World Economic Fo-
A rum in January, Minkster of
Electronies and Informa-
tion Technology Ashwini Vaish.
naw announced that India's first
domestically manufactured semi
eonductor chip will be rolled out
this year. Through domestic pro-
duction, India aims w reduce its
Inereasing import dependeney,
Five munubacturing facilithes are
under construction for the manu:
factwring and assembly of semi
conductor chips, backed by the
Semieon India Programme. These
include the Tata Semiconductor
Assembly and Test Bacility in Morl
gaodi and the Dholers semibeon:
ductor Eabrication facility (fab) by
Tata Electronics in collaboration
with the Talwan based Powerchip

Sembeonductor  Manufacturing
Corporation.
The Semicon India Programme,

lunched in 2021, atms to develop
the semiconductor and display
manufaeturing ecosystem., Howey-
er, the actual spendimg on the four
sehemes listed under the Semicon
India Programme has consistently
fallen short of budgeted alloea:
tions, In Y1, expenditure was
13 erore, significantly lower than
the revised estimate (RE) of £200
erore that year. In FY24, the bud-
geted T3,000 crore was revised o
1,508.36 crome, with only 168111
crore ulthmately spent. In FY25,
the RE of t3,816 crore was nearly
half of the originally budgeted
16,805 crore (Chart 1), However,
the good news §s that the RE for
FY25 has doubled compared o
FY24, suggesting that the govern:
ment is making efforts w improve
the programme's implementation.

This Is Important to note in light
of Indias increased import re
lbanee for sembconductor chips.
Data from the Minlstry of Com-
merce and Indusery show that in
th vt 10 vears, impores for sem:

fconductor chips such as mono-
lithie integrated circuits (1C8), me-
marles, amplifiers, and other [Cs
have increased significantly,

Monolithic ICs are used in the
CPUs of computers and smart-
phones, automobiles,  medical
deviees and induserial automation
systems and are imported the
most, In FY2, the wtal value of
Monolithie 10 imports was 11,05
Ik erore (Chart 23, 4 2,000% in-
erease compared with FYIG.

Memorkes refer o memory
chilps, which nclude nonvolatile
mermory chips (suchas NAND flash
used in Selid State Drives and pen
drives) that retaln data perma-
nently and volatile memory chips
(such as RAM) that store data tem-
porarily. In FY24, import of me-
mory chips increased by 4,500
compired with FY16. Imports of
amplifiers, which are utilised in
wireless communication and au-
dio equipment, Increased by
4,800% in FY24 from FY16.

Even as a percentage share of
total fmports, the share of semi-
conductor chips has increased ov-
er the years, Monolithic [Cs constl-
tute mearly 2.00% of India's woral
imports in FY25 (April-November),
a consbderable jump from 0,019% in
FY16 (Chart 3). The share of me-
mory chips in total imports has al-
5o inereased signihicantly.

I the past 10 years, except
FY19, China has been the major
supplier of sermieonductor chips o
Indin, accounting for nearly one-
third of the import value every
year (Chart 4). Hong Kong, Japan,
South Korea, Simgapore, and Tal
win have also been major sup-
pllers teo India,

With the new facilities, India
will e absle to el value in the as-
sembly, testing, and packaging,
and fab segments of the global va-
T chain for semiconductors, but
it Is yet to make major serides in
EDA (software used for designing
chips), Core 1P (patents), wafers
(semibconductor  materials), fab
tools and ATI tools (machinery),
and desien of chios,

chip by chip

Tha data for the charts
wiere taken from the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 10, 1975

Some schools in Kerala not
getting enough students

New Delhi, March 9: Primary schools in a few
pockets in Kerala are faced with a unigque
problem - there are fewer childeen for
enrolment.

This phenomenon in a State with a high
literacy rate was attributed by anilrﬂ:lmmhu
authorities to o fall in the numbser of fresh births,
The Family Planning programme in the State got
started in 1955,

Otfictals, however, could not provide a party
of visiting newsmen with upto-date statistics of
this situation, Bt it was stated such a sisaation
existed in areas around Ernakulam where mass
sterilisation camps were an overwhelming
SUECUSS.

Census figures revealed a slight reduction in
thee praportion of those belonging to the 64 age
vt i the State, [t diopped from 4263 per
cont in 1961 to 40,25 per cent in 1971

Despite the diecline in birth rate (now
standing ar 31 per 1,000 population),
Improvement In general mortality has
contributed to keeping Kerala the most densely
populated State. Consequently, the growth rate
aned the structure of the population have not
bewn frvourably altered,

Family planning achievements in Keraka were
due in o large measure to the status of woemen
who, outnumbering the men populition since
1901, enjoyed o Bieracy rate of 54.22 per cent as
compared to the all-india figure of 187 per cent
for females, Another healthy trend was that at
marrkige, the age of Kerala women over the
years has crossed 20, This would help redisce
the Fertility rtes of wormen in the 1519 age
Eroup,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 10, 1925
Indians in colonies

Laomnlen, March 10: In the Commaons, Mr.
Lansbury asked which British Dominions and
Colonies prohibited or restricted the entry of
Inclians and whether India restrbeted the entry
anidl domielle of Britishers,

Colonel Amery gave particulars, whereupon
Mr. Wedgwood asked whether Kenya was only
Crown Colony that restricted immigrathon of
RBritish Indians,

Colonel Amery replied that Kenya did not
impose any restrictions,
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Indian team makes doubly secure
ink to thwart counterfeiting

Scientists from INST Mahali and BARC Mumbai have made an ink using strontium bismuth fluoride nanoparticles, While existing flucrescent inks are visible only under
ultraviolet light or infrared light but not both, the scientists said their ink fluoresces in light from both parts of the spectrum, making it more secure

Unnati Ashar
avernments and financi
institutions take painstaking

efforts w consolicate

banknotes, cheques, and
passports with a variety of security
features to protect them from
counterfeiting, Yet ever so aften a
counterfeiter emerges who can recreate
these features amd pass off fake
documents as real ones. In response,
instinutions constantly develop newer and
better components that are even harder
o Falaify,

Now, scientists from India have come

up with an ink they say can make
counterfeiters’ jobs harder,

Security printing

Counterfeiting is a serious threat 1o a
range of enterprises, Spurious medicines
packaged to look ike the real thing can
delay proper treatment or even kill,
Branded consumer goods these dys have
tamper-resistant packaging to prevent
cheats from selling low-gualiy

Thee printing of items with safeguards
against counterfeiting is called security
printing. It implements features that
humang can detect by themselves ar
using simple tools, Examples include
optically variable ink (whaose colour
appears to change when viewed from
ditferent angles), watermarks, holograms,
and security threads, Features like rised
shapes and shifting textures are
security-printed features a person can
check wsing the sense of ouch,

Security printing can also incor porate
mare complex features that only
machines can detect, Some modern
passports include a small radiofrequency
identification chip that only a scanner can
read., Other examples include nvisible
barcodes, digital warermarks, and
hobograms.

A nanoparticle solution

An important security-printed feature on
Indian banknotes is a number panel in
fluorescent ink located at the lower left
corner, The numbers here are visible only
i ultraviolet light.

Seientists from the Institute of Nano
Selence and Technology (INST), Mohali,
and the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC), Mumbai, have now reported a
new ink they have made using
nanoparticles, Nanoparticles are objects
less than 100 mm (nanometres) wide,
Because of their small size, they have
properties that don't appear in larger
objects: they interact differently with
light, respond differently w magnetic
fieddls, and are chemically more reactive,

That the discovery of ways to
manufacture semiconductor
Jevin PRI

Mclage-up view of 8 S00-rupee note showing the security thread feature in the farm of a series of pelygons rnning the nete's breadth, SHART MISRAUNSPASH

|ain FREE
nanopartiches with unusual properties
won three scientists the 2023 Nobel Prize
for chemistry speaks to nanoparticles®
transformative effect on the world,

A simple recipe
In the new study, the nanoparticles were
macke of SrBiF; (strontium bismuth
fluoride) doped with lanthanide ions,
Daoping is the process of deliberately
adding impurities o an existing crystal o
give it properties it previously didn't have,

Scientists used the coprecipitation
technigue to make the particles, "To do
this, all the metal salts inthe required
cuantity are dissobved in a suitable
solvent. Once you get a clear solution, the
required amount of precipitation agent is
added while stirring,” INST scientist and
study coauthor Sanyasinaidu Boddu said.
Then they wsed a centrifuge to separate
the deposited material out,

“The proposed compound is a new
mmpnﬂmn and is the first time we have

Lit by a simple coprecipitation

muhnd at just above room temperature,
which s very easy to scale up,” Boddw
added The team then doped the SrBiF:
nanoerystals with kons of erbium and
yiterbium, both lanthanide elements, and
blended them with easily available
palyvinyd chloride (PVCY ink. Finally, they
used the screen printing technigque wo
print sorme letters and numbers, Screen
printing uses a stencil and a squeegee to
transfer an image anto paper.

Twar-light trick

When the researchers shone 365-nm
wavelength ultraviolet light on these
symbaols, they emitted a cool blue glow.
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This process is called luorescence: when
an object absorbs light of one wavelength
and emits light of a longer wavelength.
Uneder 395-nm light, the letters glowed
misgenta. And when the researchers
directed near infrared light of 980 nm at
the letters, they fluoreseed with an
orange-red colour,

According o the team, currently
available fuorescent inks are visible only
uneher wleravicdet light or infraved light bue
not bath, adding that their ink stands out
because it Huoresces in both the
ultraviolet and the nearinfrared
the spectrum. This, they contended in
their paper, makes their ink more secure,

This low-cost ink also remains effective
under varied brightmess, emperature,
and humidity conditions,

The study was published in ACS
Applied Materials and Interfaces in
Seprember 2024,

of

Towards practical use

Bipin Kumar Gupta, senior principal
scientist and professor at the CSIR
National Physical Laboratory in New
Drelhi, whis wasn't involved in the study,
said the paper didn't report the quanim
yield of the system. Quantum yield
specifies how well the system converts

son befare making landfall In the svendng af Mareh B AP

incident light into luorescence.
"Quanium yield is crucial for
applications such as light emitting diodes
and display devices, However, a very high
quantum yiekd is not necessary for
security applications. ... From our report,
itds very clear that the material is showing
very good brightness under different
excitation wavelengths, and that is
sutficient for practical applications,”
Boddu said,

Gupta received an Indian patent for a
bi-luminescent security ink on January
30, 2025, after a US patent for the same
object in February 2022, This ink is
compased of gadolinium vanadate
(GAVOW) doped with europium and emits
red and green light under uliraviolet light
of two wavelengths,

“To print security features on, suy,
currency nates, generally offset printing
and not sereen printing is used,” Guy
satid when asked about the applicability of
the ink developed at INST.

Orffset printing uses a system of three
rollers, One cylinder ‘offsets’ the image
from a metal plate to a rubber blanket,
The image is then transferred o the
printing surface, Offser-printed images are
sharper and capable of printing smaller
letters,

“TLagree that screen printng is not used
for currency notes, However, there are
many other places where you can use
sereen printing ... We are |also] working
towards offset printing.” Boddu said.

pre are a few more steps 1o take this
mmaterial to divect practical applications,
and we are working on these steps,”
(Unnati Ashar is a freelance science
Jowrnalist, unnati_ag@ymail com)
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Securlty printing can
Inconparate features that anly
machines can detect. Some
passparts include a chip that
arily B SEARPEr can read
Other examples include
invisible barcodes, digital
walermarks, and holograms
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Manoparticles ineract
differently with light and
magnetic felds and are
chemically mare reactive, The
discavery of ways to
manufacture semiconductor
nanoparticles won three
sclentists the 2023 Nabel
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by & umple coprecipitation
mthad at just above ream
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eagy 1o scale up'

Preprints: papers but by name

¥ van M 11

A preprint paper is a scientific
paper made available to read
before it has been sent for
consideration by a
peer-reviewed scientific journal,

Onece a group of scientists
finishes conducting a study and
has collected its findings, it
writes up the study's methods
and conclusions in a paper and
publishes it in a journal. If the
Journal is peer-reviewed, the
journal's editor will share the
manuscript with a few
independent scientists working
in the same field, If their
comments are encouraging, the
editor accepts the paper for
publishing.

A preprint is a paper
sclentists have written up and
uploaded to a preprint
repository; if the repository is
on the internet, anyene on the
web can read it. After uploading
a paper as a preprint, the
authors may or may mot send it
to a journal as well

The quality ef science in
preprints varies depending on
the field and the repository,
ar¥iv [pronounced ‘archive’) is

Today, prepeints are papular smang cpen-acces
BOVOCHES, AR DEL BUADLMSPLASH

other repositories like bioRxiv, chemRxiv,
medRuiv, PsyArkiv, and SSRN Electronic Journal
have alse come up,

Today, preprints are popular among
open-access advocates because they are free to
read whereas many journals often charge
readers a hefty fee to read papers. Critics have
also pointed out that peer review — which
remains the main difference between preprints
and published papers —
that has been deliberately faked.

fails to catch research

{mukunth.vi@thehingt.co.in)

the world's largest and oldest For feedback and suggestions
repository, hosting preprints on Tor “Schence, please wite to
mathematics, physics, sclence@thehindu.co.ln
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The challenge of change

Amid delayed elections and economic churn, promise of a ‘new liberation’, following overthrow of
Sheikh Hasina government, seems to be fizzling out in Bangladesh

PINAK RANJAN

CHAKRAVARTY
THE INOM FROM Greek mythology — be-
rwn.. o Charytxdis — best rep

's ourrent pulltlral as

thl: country continues to grapple with law-
lessness, violence, and a tanking economy.
Mobs seem to feel Empmred and (DlltII'II.IL‘
flout the Jaw,
like Hizh wt Tahnr [HuT) are openly dcmun-
strating on the streets, joined by other radical
Islarmists, in defiance of the security authori-
ties. A student leader of the agitation and an
adviser to Mohammad Yunus, who heads the
imterim government (1G) is known to be a
member of the HuT. This adviser had hit the
peak of nationalist rhetoric when he tweeted
ut annexing parts of West Bengal and
other states in India’s northeast. Meanwhile,
the student leaders have launched a new po-
litical party, hoping to take advantage of the
fuid political situation. One of the leaders of
the students' agitation resigned from the [G
to become the convener of the new party
named JatiyoNagorik Party{ Mational Citizens
Party or NCPL Their declared mission is to
acopt a newr constitution and build a firewall
against “constitutional autocracy.” Their
promise to reshape the political framework
of governance and baild a new Bangladesh is
_-,rt another spike in pulml:a] rhl:(unr_ \’\mus

lence had to stop, as it posed a threat to the
country's sovervignty. His remarks came af-
ter thedemolition of Mujib's house, a historic
landmark in Dhaka. The IG failed to stop the
bulidoser, and Yunus again seemied to justify
the anger that led to this outrageous act The
army chief also ominously said that later no
one sho be did ot warn them. He

party. History is mtncss tosuch parties bum
out of turm

has supported the holding of carly elections,

Yunus]a.d:s pup‘u]a.r support. He has no
but is knman o have nurtured political am-
hitions after being awarded the Nobel Peace
Prizein 2006. In 2007, under the anmy-backed
caretaker government, be fioated a political
party,"Magorik Shakti,” hoping teinduct hon-
estp 's polit-
ical cubture, The party wound up after it failed
to receive much support. As India’s High
Commissioner from 2007-20M0, | had to en-
gage with the army-backed carctaker govem-
ment. | met Yunus a few times and quizzed
him about his political party. He was con-
vinced that Bangladesh needed a new, hon-
est political culture, which the “cormupt” main-
stream parties were incapable of providing.

A the head of the 1G, Yunus has filed to
curb violence, In ract he has bL‘cn criticised

dent leaders whowant to retain power for an
extended period of time to consolidate their
position and chalk out a plan for their partic-
ipation in the elections. The student leaders
have pegged their position on the argument
that reforms in the electoral system and gov-
ernance will regquire time. The army is wor-
ried aboutits image and the perception that it
has become ineffective at a time when the
country is facing several challenges. A variety

{ i i ational pr ave

had their impact, and Yunus has announced
that ebections will be held between December
2025 and March 2026, 17-20 months after
Hasina's dowmfall. Yet, there is no definitive
roadmap with dates. Procrastination seems
tobe the preferred policy option,

Mobel laureate Amartya Sen, aclose friend
afYunus, has made public his concern about

foe “justifying” the v

for rationalising violenoe agamst minorities
as “political” and not “communal” Hisdetrac-
bors also blame him for giving a froe hand to
Islamists to capture institutions and owsting
appointees of the Hasina government. The

His family's origins
arein East Bengal, and he maintainsa soft cor-
ner for Bangladesh. Senbelieves that Yunus is
tryi i i ac-
tion to han the Awami League (AL) The stu-
dentleaders had wanted to ban th‘N..blam-

eronomic i ustra-  ingitfor

ticmammlgdn:pcup]l: who are The however, the
ith rising factories  oldest I

haw: been closed becawse of the violence, in- - toral politics to case their path bo power. Thr

vestment e up, credit volu: de- i tosuch a policy from important

clined, and employment has shrunk. The
promised dividend of the so-called “revolu-
tion" and “a new liberation,” touted by the
Yunus-led 16, has fizzled out, The people's pa-
tienoe is running out.

dom en-
sured thatitdid not fructif. Rhetoric has filed
toovercome reality. Itis clear that neither the
o g

Party (BNP) will enter into any coalition

Inanunprecederted |
army chief warmed that
foin FREE Whatsapp Channel hitp

ic the
fighting and vio-

with the NCE The BNP and sev-
eral political parties have come out stronghy

hatsappocomichannel D029 Van2VRBSRGIOK HooBADF

Rhetoric has failed to
overcoine reality. It is clear
that neither the Awami
League not the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) will
enter into any coalition
arrangement with the NCP.
The BNP and several political
parties have come out
strongly in support of an
carly election, which has

ed the Yunus

s vacillation.

CR Sasikumar
insupportof an early election, which has chal-
leryed the Yunus regime’s vacillationd Incon-
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Trump can only do so much to bend reality: Administration failures, U-turns

and the coses of |'11I

ics such as eariffs will pmlmh]v temper voters' enthusiasm,”

= THE GUARDIAN

Economy in
search of roadmap

With structural transformation stalling, private
investment cycle yet to take off and upward
mobility restricted, Modi 3.0 has its work cut out

port the economy, including emergency
steps such as the provision of free food, cash
transfiers and credit for small and medium-
sized ﬁnmﬂsamml.usdeh,l’drhuumsc
sharply, and ds

years, remain well above the levels pre-
scribed 'byt.hi: Finance Comimission.

[SHAN BAKSHI

BOTH MODI 1.0 and Modi 2.0 had clear
strategies to deal with the economic chal-
lenges of the time, Whether they succeeded
in resobving the issues facing the country is
another matter now. The question, almost
aneyear intothis government's third term, is:

But, desp ps taken during both
Maxdi L0 and Modi 20, the contining weak-
nessin theeconomy veas apparent, The pain
points were clear. One, the structural trans-
farmatic W lled Rather
it iculture, e
entering the sector. Twn, the private invest-
mentcycle had not taken off despite the use
of all fiscal levers. Three, goods exports had
stalled, wlull:smms exparts held steady.

‘What is Maci 3.0 ic strategy?

Thi emiployment. Four,

Muodi 1.0 began hyplating paramount
|mpurta|v.1: 0N ENSUTING MAacnoeconomic

the jobs crisis, especially among the less
skilled, was evident Millions more were now

lessons from LIPA's mi I-employed. Fifth, real large sec-
internalised. g fiaroe had i
D\.u'irmmtﬁnalyrarsnfm' dterm,  arise Thisi ted
theec e lost ilei tion, Sixth, the combination DFInmIndJuh
na:msum::l The Centres fiscal health had creationand subdued wages meant that up-
dupits was further restricted,
support ing the global fi- Modi 3.0 took charge against this back-

nancial crisis, and thereafter And whllcthl:

drop. But, two Im@:rs later, there is still no

deficitdiddeclinelater it
Mongside, assavings fell, \m:hmtammrncn-

clear articulat the
|smﬂplagumgthrrcunnmy.l‘iuns thene a

surate fall inir thecurrent acommt

cerns over financing. There was also the

trast, thee el and Hefazat: Jearly
indicated their reluctance toward car)y chec-

H dh

worry that the trueex-
tent of the bad |oans in the system. Investor
i ‘was also hit by the issue of retro-

hekd first. Ideologically, the radical outfits are
focused on their agenda to make Bangladesh
aSharia-compliant Islamic state.

For India, Bangladeshis a major issue for
its neighbourhood policy. Bilateral ties have
gone downhill because of unwarranted
rhetoric from the 1G, catalysed by India’s
suppaort of the Hasina government. Hatred
and rhetoric cannot replace the reality of
peopalitics and geoeconomics. The Yunus-
led regime has climbed down from the
rhetorical height to a more realistic level
It's not clear if Donald Trump's assumption
of office in the US has changed America's
equation with Bangladesh.

There is rising anger in Bangladesh over
India cutting the number of visas issued to

spective taxation. And the nupee came un-
der pressure during the infamous taper
tantrum when [ndia, along with Brazil,
Indonesia, South Africa and Turkey, was
dubbed as one of the fragile five.

Muadi 10 began by addressing these is-
sues. In the Union Budget 2014-15, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley committed to bring-
ing in a policy framework that would re-
sult in“higher growth, lower inflation, sus-
tained level of external sector balance”. The
buckget unveiled a readmap to lower the
deficit to 3 per cent of GDP by 2006-17. 1t
spoke of ushering in a “modern monetary
policy framework” which resulted in put-
ting in place an inflation targeting frame-
work. It also suught to allay investor con-

is. This anger is being directed at
the 1G. Thousands of Bangladeshis travel to
India for medical treatment and urism.
Financial pressure is mounting regarding the
upkeep of sver a million Rohingya refugees,
as the UN has halved its food aid to the
While both Yunt
arviser have voiced support for good relations
with India, they have also upgraded ties with
Pakistan. Islamists in Bangladesh have
yearned toembrace their“long-lost™ brother
Pakistan. Chinahas been avidhy wooing the IG
andthl:]r] mdn:almglrspcmptluncrfwhxh
wind is blowing and its pol-
u:yufcunmnmglndla These ongning chal-
lenges for India’s neighbourhood policy are
not new but have implications for India's se-
curity. Bangladesh should be careful about
crossing red lines.

The writer is a former Indian diplomat who
served os Secretary in the Ministry of External
Affmirs. He hos served as the Deputy High
Commissionerand lateras High

Commales)

Cems, pr\:mdcastablcand
predictable taxation regime”, During this
term, the government ushered in reforms
such as the [BC and GST. It even tried to
push through the contentious land acqui-
sition bill. Alongside, the central bank took
steps to dean up hank balance sheets.
Modi 2.0 beganwith the realisation that,

despite term,
Erowth wasn't pll:l:mg up. Thal private in-
vestmer Hoping to

spurinvestments, in September 2009, the
government cut the corporate tax to 22 per
cent,and lowered the tax for new firms mak-
ing fresh investments to 15 per cent In the
manths thereafter, it also launched the pro-
duction linked incentive scheme to further
incentivise firms to invest ina range of sec-
tors And alongside, the gmvernment alsoin-

im this term, hoping that it would crowd in
private sector investments,

Modi 2.0nalso had the difficult task of

managing the economic fallout of the pan-

o

demic. It launched mEasUres tosup-
Join F

clear pof how the country will tran-
sithon to upper middle income status and
then to the high income category over the
next two decades. There is little mention of
the PLscheme and considerable soe pticism
on the extent to which the income tax cuts
can boost coonomic activity:

Based on the prulwuncum:ms so far,

h thatcould
e the focus of Modi 3.0. One is trade wherne
the government is hoping to stitch upagree-
mients with the S, ELT and the LK However,
as these talks have been going on for some
tirme, thequestionis whether the agreements
can be finally dinched. Another area could
be deregulation. The Economic Survey had
talked about it in great detail. The budget fol-
lowed that up by proposing toset upa high-
i rregulatory

hance ease of doing business.

Deregulation is, however, not just an
India-specific theme. In the US, Donald
Trump has established the Department of
Government: Efficiency or DOGE to stream-
i 1, wil L
slash federal regulations. Employees across
agencies have alneady been fired. In the EU,
the Draghi report on competithveness talks
in dietail about the regulatory burden facing
companies, especially smaller firms, and how
to reduce it. In Argentina, Javier Milei has
taken a chainsaw o the government, and
signed adecree to reduce the number of min-
istrics from 19 to nine. As per the Cato
Institute, between December 2023 and
December 7, 2024, there have been 672 reg-
ulatory reforms in the country. In Vietnam,
the pariiament recently approved a plan for
radically rehauling the government. As per
reparts, five ministries are being "abolished”,
the burcaucracy is bei radically stream-
lined" and “thousands of jobs" are being cut
as the government pursues “ambitious
rowth targets”. Incomparison, in India, the
high-level committee is expected to make
recommendations “withina year”.

rubakshiPexpressindio.com
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DevAPRIYA ROY

1M 2022, WHEN | still had the bandwidth to
run a fortnightly column, [ remember writ-
ing an acerbic piece on International
Women's Day: "Writers and Women
Writers™. | was tired of being a woman-
writer, | justwanted o be awriter, please and
t.hanl you, Also, could the litfests do some-

WOmen-1 panels they
stuffed with brilliant women and subse-
guently consigned to basements or ill-adver-
tised kawns?

A couple of weeks later, | received an
email from a reader. She was a 70-year-old
retired ophthalmologist from Vellore, and she
watlld like to send me her copy of Virginia
Whoolf's A Room of One's Own. With charming
hesitation, she asked for my postal address,
assuring mw that this was not a scam.

We owned twi copies of the book, But
there was noway T vwas going tosay no to this
gift, this talisman that had appeared unbid-
den. Especially because, most appositely, the
sender's name was Mary — Mary Verghese,
Through her, [ felt a renewed connection o
Mary Beton-Mary Seton-Mary Carmichael,
the Marys whowalkinand out of A Room of
One’s Own, whose radiant prose and logic |
had bearnt to bove, first as a literature student,
then an apprentioe-writer, and, finally, a
teacher of critical thinking. Indeed, so pow-
erful was its impact on my life, that, even to-
day, when | walk across the grass on cam-
puses, | feel a mix of guilt (is there a Beadle

Black letters, green birds

What it means to be a writer —and a mother

whowill come and tell me [ am not allowed
to?)and thrill {l can rise, in minutes, anarmy
of firminists to stare him down).

Acouple of weels ago, my editor asked if
Twould write a piece around women's day
for her.

Iretrieved the slim, elegant edition Mary
had sent me, covered carefully in cellophane,
from the bookshelf, "It is necessary to have
five humdred a year and a room withalockon
the door if you are to write fiction..” | fingered
the familiar words on the page, as though
surprised they had remained unchanged,
even though my own circumstances had
changed. | said yes o my editor,

Ithink of myself as a writer even though
Thaven'twritten much in the last two years,
Not a shired of fiction; a smattering of per-
sonal essays — though [doubt that two short
essays and one scml—lcmg essdY can consti-
tute a “smattering™; two book reviews: a spat
of academic writing: and in my translation,
1am so shockingly behind that the charac-
ters appear inmy dream, ghosts trapped be-
tween their bwo worlds.

T have a toddler in the house.

And if the distancing quality of the previ-
ous statement is o make a point, you must
knerer that it Fails on both counts, The teddler
ismine. And its QED only seems to suggest a
banal truism: Women with small children
can't write.

But every cell in my body oppases that

thought. There must be writers with small
children who are so disciplined that they
wrrite. There ane certainly wormen with small
childrenwhodo so many other difficult jobs
— they cook and run labs, analyse data and
write begal briefs, come up with copy for soap
and deliver soap, they swab floors, they re-
port from war-torn areas, they act. My
mother had had only six weeks of maternity
leave and had gone back to her college, to
teach young men engineering, before her
scar had healed.

Thereis, for me, some combort in the col-
lective gains of feminism. And so, counter-
intuitively, | feel much better if the filure is
my ovwn: | have a toddler and [can®t write.

My hushand sets upmy laptop. Privileges
cushion my material life and — at least theo-
retically — safeguard my work. Other bodies
have cushioned Masha, ather arms have cra-
dled her — when | haw: sat up sending feed-
back you
need avillage(l am grau:lul w thevillagers: |
amalsn, octasionalhy, sharply jealous ),

The problem is elsevwhere, Towrite, one
needs to pursue each thought to the ends of
the earth and back to the page; to lay out a
line of words, and, through them, imagine
miany different possibilitics, mary different
outcomes. Then delete them all, though they
have left slight impressions on the page, the
dust of their elision persisting, like gentle
shadows, upon the words you will eventu-

ally let stand.

To be a writer, you need a great deal
of stamina.

Across the locked door, [hear a little gig-
gle. Thear the squeak of small shoes. The
sgueaks now become a symphony, she be-
gins to race, will she fall?

Everyone falls, | expect my husband to
say calmly. He is already out of the door.

Instead of writing in the morning as
‘Woolf would have, when one's energyis yet
un-depleted, when it is possible that much
can yet be ma:lrodthl: da_-,' potter alwn:l
her, While the if 1
increases aninch, 1find great delight in a new
word she has learnt — cinnamon.

If you think the location of the room is
the problem, Fhave tried to put 60 km and a-
two-hour-commute-at-peak-traffic be-
tween us, when [hide in my college library,
towrite, But halfway through the pursuit of
an elusive idea, | still hear the giggle, the
squeak, the ory.

lunlatch the door of the room in my head
and I step out. Somedays, like today, | am able
tosbep back in.

| pick out another line of wonds. The black
letters become green birds and fly to her
thraugh the locked door, while | stay at
my desk.

Ray is a Dethi- bnsed’mﬁhorumdlusmnr
professor at Ashoka Ut

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A SPECTRE, A FEAR
THES REFERS TO theeditorial

the relative imbalance between states
will n:maln even after 30 years.

frame’' (IE, March 7). It appears Tamil

Ms advis-
mg pcuplcmhmnmchlldm stud-
anun-  ieshave low TFR be

Madu CM Stalin has i
canny penchant for opposingall that the
BjP-led NDAgovernment does inthe ex-
erciseof its constitutional mandate, First,
e opposed the new NEP's three-lan-
guage formula on the specious ground
that it was a fagade to impose Hindi in
theSouth. He has now changed track and
continues to fire salvos agamsuhs:gw-

reversed. One can't blame Tamil Nadu
M Stalin if he is capitalising on delim-
itation for next year's assemnbly eloction.
The BJs assertion of dominance —
throughits language policies, the use of
central agencies, and the appointment
of Governors who hold up important
Bills even when the BJP is heading a

30 years, The Lok Sabha seats were al-
ready frozen earlier by the 34th
Amendmentuntil the year 2026, and itis
now time to conduct a fresh Census to

ernment’s move for deli again it at the Centre —

on the Aimsy ground that it would put — has led to growing concerns in the

sparscly 15tates like  South whatc incase

Tamil Nad i i of  ofasupermajori er delimitation,

the number of seats in Parliament. He L R Murmu, New Delhi
imitati anather

PROMISES TO KEEP
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Movement to party” {IE._ L_dan:h 7

recalibrabe parliamentary il
seats in accordance with the kv This is
an urnsarranted |||.0crﬁ:lt:n|:|: by a state
imthees Inion

then-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have
now formed the Jatiya Magorik Party,

government, disguised as an onslaught
on federalism, and should be rejected.
Ravi Mathur, Neida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Widen
the frame’ (IE, March 7). The key ques-
tiom is: Wy is the proposed delimita-
tion exercise post-2026 becoming so
contentious compared to the 1952,
1962, and 1972 delimitations? If the
murmiber of MPs is based on population,

g to bring political reforms.
Neither Khaleda Zia's BNP nor Sheikh
Hasina's Awami League governed ina
Fair and just manner. No alliance with
Jamaat-e-Islami is planned. The party
has atough mad abead toestablishafirm
footing. Their mission to reshape the
paolity may be achievabile if they work to-
wards unity, justice, and progressive, in-
clusive politics for the prosperity of the
people of Bangladesh.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi
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Why Trump wants to start talks on Iran n-deal he wrecked in 2018

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALL ABBAS

UNITED STATES President Donald Trump
saidd in a television interview that he has writ-
ten to lran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamened
saying “1 hope you're going to negotiate” on
Iran's nuclear program, “because if we
[America) have to go in militarily it's geing
to be a terrible thing for them”,

Almast a clecade ago, the five permanent
members of the United Nations Security
Council, Germarry, the European Union, and
Iran signed the Joint Comprehensive Flan of
Actin {JOPOA ) comimanly knmwm as the Iran
muclear deal, which lifted Western sanctions
anlranin return for Tehwan severely limiting
the scope of its uclear program,

Tran agreed to not enrich its uranium be-

word LE7E, a level suitable for peaceful nu-
clear power applications but not for weapons

commitmant to the deal
N whmrrh.mswllun! Iut]l.ln Sen-

1 and financial

with the Intemational Atommic Energy Agency
[IAEAL Trump wrecked the agreement — a
signature policy achievement of the Barack
Obama presidency — during his first term,
withdrawing from the deal in 2018,

Wiy clidd Trump withdraw?

Trump's withdrawal feom the JCPOA,
which he describse as one of “the worstand
most ane=sided transactions” for the LIS, was
partof his broader dismantling of his prede-
cessnr's policies, He targeted the terms ul:hc
deal — ot the deal itself —and

20!8 ,the ELI enforced a Blocking Statute
protect European companies doing “legiti-
mate business” in Iran, But with Trump's
"maximum pressure” policy leading to at
least 1,500 different sanctions on crucial
Iranian entitles between 2018 and 2021,
}urnpt.m I‘”Nl! failed Iu prevent compa-

de anl investment
in I(.m across sectors. By 2019, Ir.mlu.'u.ma
mllback ofitsc ]

though it formally remained in the dval

e was a better dealmaker than Obama.
Trump also justified his decision based
on the deal's alleged Eailure to curtail Iran's
ballistic missile program, and the lack of
checks on lran's regional prosdes — two as-
pecis :h.\: were central to Saudi and Iu.u'h
he JCPOA, But
met with intemational b.ukl.uh The IAEA
saic that Iran was complying with JCPOA-
linked restrictions and UNSC Resolution
2231, and the Europeans continued their

Tris WorD MEANS -

HANTAVIRUS

The rodent-borne virus that killed pianist Betsy
Arakawa, wife of actor Gene Hackman

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
MEW DELHIL MARCH @

MNEARLY TWO weeks after actor Gene
Hackman and his planist wile Betsy
Arakeanaa were found dead in their home
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, officials on
Frickay said Hackman died of heart dis-
case days after Arakawa succumbsed to
hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (HPS )

What is hantavirus?
Hantavinus isa family of rodent-bome
wiruses that can cause serious illness,

o

evendeath, in humans, Infected rodents

faeces, and saliva, accordi

wia people-to-people contact,

spread the viruses through their urine,  Santa Fe County officials hold a
tothe S presser on the death of actor
Centers for Disease Contral and Prev-  Gene Hackmian and his wife
ention (COC) The virus does not spread  Betsy Arakawa, on March 7, Reurers
Theﬂpec:liﬁ of the \mus and the dn-
from

case it causes, o

the rodent host that \.ulw it HPS Iu'n-

clenndc to the Western Hemisphere where

the most common hantavins strin cas-

ing the diseaseis carried by the deer mouse,
. Temel:

Haeme

respiratory support,
Speaking to The New York Thnes, Johns

Hopkins University microbiologist Sabea

I Klein advised people living in .m'.ls

house Iy Infected ro-

fizver
[HFRS} s anather pali d
behartmd ound lyin Evreg
anel Asia Ameong these, the Hantaan [afeer
which hantavirus is named ) and Dobrava
strains are most dangerous,

What are the symptoms of HPS?

Flu-like symptoms present one to
elght weeks alter exposure, This includes
fatigue, fever, and muscle aches, As the
disease advances, the infected person
may experience respiratory difficulties as
the lungs fill with fuid.

The COC estimates that 38% of these
who develop respirsory symptoms die
from the disease, The mortality for the
hantavirus strain in southwestern LS —
where Arakawa died — ranges from 38%
o SO,

Can HPS be cured?

There is o lknown cure for HPS, Easly
detection and treatment are crucial —
ivirals may help manage the

any excrement with a wet
paper towel, gloves, and a tight-ftting
NGOG maske

Klein also advised the use of commer-
cial disinfectants o sanitise the area with
radent droppings,

What d know of the &
Arakawa deaths?

The coasple and thedr dog were found
clead by a building caretaker on Febiuary
26, They had already been dead for days,

While it is unknewn how Arakawa
contracted the disease, investigators
Found signs of radents in some buikdings
on the couple’s property. She likely died
of HPS arcund February 11, according to
Mew Mexico's chief medical officer,

With his caregiver no more,
Hackman, who was 95 and suffered from
Alzheimer's, likely succumbed to heart
clisease a week later. It is possible he did
not even reglster his wile's passing.

Thie dsg died of starvation.
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Technically, the JCPOA remains in force
through Ocober 2025, But the European Bl
ure to lobby a LIS re-entry, new American

ions, and lran sliback of
its commitments in response, has led toa
progressive weakening of the deal,

In 2021, the Joe Biden administration be-
ganindirect negotiations with lranin Vienna,
But despite coming “closer than ever” in
2022, according to Tehran's then top nuchear
negotiator, All Bagheri, a decisive outcome

ANONNADUTT
NE'W DELHI, MARCH @

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi on Friday
once agakn brought up obesity, which he said
was the “root cause of many diseases”,
Speaking at a public gathering in Silvassa, he
implored Indians to reduce their oil con-
sumption, saying 44 crore people in India
may become obess by 20507,

The numbers that the PM mentioned
come froma set of stucies recently published
inthe journal The Lencer. These conclude that
globally, a majority of adults and a third of
childrenand adolescents will be overwelght
or obese by 2050,

There were nearly 211 crore overweight
or obese people in the workd in 2021 —
counting for 45% of the global population,
Around half of overweight and obese adults
lived in eight countries — China (40.2 crore),
Inclia{ 18 crome), the US( 172 crore), Brazil (4.8
crore), Russia (7.1 crore), Mexico (5.8 crose),
Indonesia (5.2 crore]), and Egype (4.1 crore).

First, who is considered obese?

The Lancet study uses Body Mass Index
[BMI) — the ratio of a person's weight o their
height squared — to determine obesity,
Adults with a BMI of greater than 30 were
considered obese, and those with BMI be-
rween 25 and 30 were deemed overweight,

For children and young adolescents be-
tween the ages of 5 and 17 years, the re-
searchers consielered the weight forage and
gender recommendations of the Inter-
national Obesity Task Force,

However, a Lancer commission earlier
this year ded ch, his lel-
inition to create the categories of “clinical
obesity” and “preclinical obesity”.

For making adiagnasis, doctors will have
o book at at least two of the four body size
parameters — BMI, waist circumierence,
walks-to-hip ratio, and waist-to-height ratio
— while also checking for other symptoms
associated with obesity such as breathless-
ness, wheezing, sleep apnoea, chronic fa-
tigue, and knee and joint pain. A person with
high body size parameters but none of these
symptoms will be said to have preclinical
obesity, the commission said,

These changes were introduced to more
accurately capture the problem of obesity, A

rsan with BMIless than 30 may still havea

ot of abdominal fat and thus face obesity-re-
lated eomplications, while sameone who hias
alotof musche but a BME ol more than 30 may
be perfectly healthy, This change is likely
increase the number of people with obesity,

remainec out of reach,

Mearmwhile, Iran's “resistance econormy”
crumbled. The riyal went into free fallagainst
the US dallar.and popular disaffection in the
street was inflamed by other triggers suchas
the death of Mahsa Amini in September
2022 in the custody of the morality police,

Paralbely, Tehran ramped up ies nuclear

i 2024, even as it catalysed lsraeli lobbying
fior a broader war against Iran,

Sowhat has triggered the apparent
change in Iran-US mics now?

Late kast year, lran conceded its economy
wats in a erisis, President Masoud Pezeshkian
said Iran faced “very dire imbalances in gas,

activity, the per Iseae] fur-
thering the push towards nuclearisation.
Tran's top nuclear selentist and reported
weapans program chief Molsen Faldrizaceh
was assassinated near Tehran in 2020, The fol-
lowing year, Tehran announced 6% enrich-
ment, framing it as a response to the alleged
Tsraeli attack o its Natanz nuchear acility,
This, along with Iranian support for
Russia'swarin Ukraine, meant that by 2023,
negotiations were all but stalled. Since the
conflict in Gaza began in late 2023, the IANEA
has repeatedly warned of a severe lack of
transparency, and ran's continued produe-
tion ol near-weapons-grade uranium,
Inddeed, Iran's possible closeness to ne-
clear weapanisation necessitated the re-
ganal labbying for de-cscalation during the
two rounds of Isracl-Iran rocket exchanges

energy, un-
ment”, This tight sitwation is ikely the princ-
pal incentive to seek anengagement with the
US — Ayatollah Khamenel's reported recent
reference to “some bullying governments”
who “insist on negotiations not o resolve is-
sues bt b impose” natwithstanding,
Overthe past months, lran b tinused

Yemen, especially, retain the ability 1o choke
global trade passing through the Gulf of Aden
and attack Arabenergy infrastructure,

The deepening rapprochement between
Iran and the Guif Arab states, driven in no
small measure by shared animus against
lsrael, means the Middle East is now a radi-
cally different place from what Trump dealt
within s first erm ( 2017-21 ) when Saudi-
Tran tensions were soaring

It Is in this eontext th..1l Trump's com-
mvents absoast Iran must be seen,

k I.wnurahk' re!pnnmlmn I'ohr.mmul:l

on the I’.llullnmn question, P\nﬂ as IM

its outreach to Washington through third
party-facilitabed back channels as well as
overt publications, policy statements, and
declarations by iranian officials calling for
engagement and relief from sanctions,

But despite Iran's economic dificulties
and recent [sraeli military successes — includ-
ing the killings of Hassan Masrallah of
Hezbollah and |smail Haniyeh of Hamas —
Tehran's ability towield influence through its
[proxies remains significant, The Houthis of

India’s obesity problem

The number of overweight and obese people is on the rise in India, including children and adolescents.
Reversing this trend, which raises a variety of health concerns, requires action on multiple fronts

WHOIS MOST AT RISK, WHERE INTHE WORLD

CATEGDRY RANK
YEART9M) YEAR 2021 YEAR 2050
DIEN AMD YO 0 0

Boys China  73mn China  19.5mn China  19.5mn
USA  d6mn India  133mn India 161 mn
India  46imn  USA  76mn  Nigeria 125mn

Girls China S54mn  China 139mn China  14Emn
India  45mn  India 124mn India  1dAmn
USA  42mn USA  75mn Egypt  10.6mn

Youngmen China 9.1 mn India 168mn India 227mn
USA  Gimn  China 163mn China  195mn
Indla  d4mn_ USA  W05mn_ Nigerla ldmn

Youngwomen China  69mn India  13mn India  169mn
USA  d48mn China 114 mn China  14Emn
India  33mn USA  108mn USA  119mn
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What s the estimates say?

The number of overwelght and obese
people is on the rise in India, And this will
continue till at least 2050, by which time
Inclia may even overtale China in certain cat-
egories (gee tables and charts),

B Of utmost concern is the number of
obese children, as they might grow up to be
obese adults,

As one study said: “Withthe global preva-
lence of besity in children and adoleseents
Tunving increasisd by 2445 in the past 30 years
anel having a forecasted increase of 121% in
the next 30 years, trends in adult obesity

prevalence are unbilely to abate”,

W The rapid increase in obesity among
children and adolescents increases the risk
of early anset of several lifestyle diseases
such as type-2 diabetes, heart allments, and
even certain types of cancers,

W [n countries with an aging population
and lewer birth rates, managing obesity-re-
lated chronic conditions at advanced ages
will be nnwlnm.mmlly' rIIi'ﬂcult.:an costly.

Ageing p.

ity generally need
more elective surgeries and have higher
treatment costs because of suboptimal
outenmes.

Trump adi engages in unprece-
dented direct talks with Hamas on the re-
lease of anAmerican hostage. bypassing the
Israclis, mitigating the ranian nuclear risk
would be a significant policy achievement,
All this said, there remalns a strong trust
deficit between the US and Iran, where bath
conservatives and reformists blame Trump
persanally for the eollapse of the 2015 deal,
Bashir Al Abbas is o Sendor Research
Assaciare at the Council for Strategic and
Dafimse Research, New Delhi

W Obesity also increases the riskof infec-
tions anel severe disease, resulting in higher
Tealthcare spencing, one stucy saie citing
the example of Covid-19 where those with
obesity were at an increased risk.

What is driving the obesity epidemic?
What can be done?

One of the key drivers of the obesity epi-
demic is the shift towards consuming calo-
:Icvdrruolnndshiuhin sugar, salt s..mdhls

that in countries with high |::ov.1lmcr
of obesity, traditional local Food supply sys-
tems have been replaced by “big food distri-
bustion™ that prewicles high-calorie foods with
long shelf life,

Concerningly, multinational food and
beverage corporations are shifting their in-
vestments from high income to kow and mid-
dleincome countries where |>upul.uum.1ncl
per-capita incomes
tion s lax, The largest mnunlurumh:n per
capita sales of ulira-processed foods and bev-
erages between 2000 and 2019 was seen in
Cameroon, Incia, and Vietnam, one study
found,

Coordinated action is required to main-

tain local agricultural pattermns and traclitional
fnod preparations. This can include market
reforms that can allow the local food distri-

bastion to survive the onslaght of corpora-
tions, as well as introclucing additional taxes
on unhealthy items, such as sweetened

beverages.

Afews otler things can be done to make a
difference,

W There isa need toinvest inclinical man-
agement and treatment of obesity and re-
lated lifestyle conlitions incountries whene
the obesity epidemic is already at its peak,
and formulate national-level policies to this
end. Despite obesity being on the global
Tealth agenda for more than two decades,
only 40% countries — 104 low and middle
income eountries — have such policies.

W There is alsoa need to study interven-
tion strategies in low income conditions, At
the moment, most obesity intervention stud-
ies hawe been in high income settings.

W The new ¢lass of obesity drugs such as
semaglutide and ierzapatide may be a game-
changer. In the past, potential side-effects
limited the uptake of obesity drugs, The lat-
est drugs mitigate some of these concems.
But access and cost remain a challenge, al-
though the imminent arrival of cheaper
generics might change this.
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How, why apex court limited the power of arrest under GST, Customs Acts

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, MARCHS

THESUPREME COLIRT last month ihed

of the arrestee, and the right of an arrestee
to have an advocate present in the vicinity
duringan interrogation.
The lm‘ntrulni ::mwm:amnnmw
t

of the Customs Act, for instance, classifies
serious offences, such as evading customs
duty of over Rs 50 lakh, to be cognisable,
But this does not mean that agencies
have T to make arrests in

the powers of officers making arrests un-
dler the Customs Act, 1962 and the Central
Goads aned Services Tao Act, 2007,

The court: in Rachika Agarweal v Linfon af
India ruled that the powers exercised by
customofficers uncler these Acts are “anal-
ogous” to the powers of arrest, search and
seizure exercised by the police, that is, they
are subject to the same restrictions and pro-
cedural standards that apply to the police
uncler the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,

(ﬁmonﬁ other thing:. thm pmwduml

in24

Wsaﬂwr amst.ltwnl'lmtlmalano{-
fcial to inform a friend or family member

SCs ongoing
mnrpmmlnlwlcsunduamlwnl
laws such as the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002,

The apex court last year in Arvind
Kijriwal v Directorate of Enforcement laiel
dhowm redgisirements for thi ED ta legally ar-
rest sormeone under the PMLA, In Radhika
Agarwa, the court e ffectively transplanted
these requirements to arests being made
under the Customns anc CGST Acts,

Power of arrest

Hoth the Customs and CGST Acts clas-
sify specific offences as being 'cognisable’,
for which arrests can be made without a
warrant Magistrate, Section 1044}

powel
sisch cases, s the SCheld in Kefrival, While
granting badl to the former Delhi chief min-
Ister, the court had made sev-
eral observations regarding
thie ED's powers of arrest un-
der Section 19 of the PMLA,

.

The three requirements

The requirements under Section 19 of
the PMLA, as expanded by the court in
Kigrivean! anel apgpliedd in Radiika Agareal are
as follows,

IN POSSESSION: The court
in Kejriwal held that an arrest can only take
place when the evidence in an
officer's possession "enables
them to form an opinion, by
recording reasons in writing

The court referred to these in
Rexclfuikear Agarwal.

“We have cautioned in Arvind Kejriwal
hew the unbridled exercise of the power o
arrestwithout a warrant can result in arbi-
trariness and ervors in decision making

that thy Is guilty™ The

court said that all the material must be con-

sidered before making an arrest, and that

an officer cannot ignore evidence that "ex-
onerates” the anrestee,

In Radhika Mamaf the S5C applied Ihls

process, A similar errormace by
officer can lead toa frustration of the consti-
lunanal and statutory rights of the ar-
restee," the 5C said,

ruling tostateth
hanve raterial in their pasmalanandcant
“conclude that anoffence has been commit-
ted out of thin air or mere suspicion”.

REASONS TO BELIEVE: The 5C in
Kijrwal held the officer must record inwrit-
ing their “reasons to believe™ that an ar-
restee s guilty basec on the material in their
possession. While the court can't examine
the merits of these reasons, it can see if they
are dearly connected to the case material,
the court held. While the Customs and the
CGST Acts do not contain a requirement to
rocord reasons, thie SCheld this was implicit

PROVIDING GROUNDS OF ARREST:
The court in Kejrival eld that the grounds
for arrest must be provided to the arrestee
50 that she can challenge the arvest or ap-
phy for bail in court. Without this informa-
tiom, the court said, an arrestee would beon
the backioot, The court reiterated this po-
sition in Radhike Agarwal.

Misuse of power of arrest
The court refused to strike down the

powers of arrest for CGST and Customs Act
officials as sought by the petitioners.
However, it dic consicler data on the number
af GST effence cases that have been insti-
tuted since 2007, the amount recovered, ancd
the number of arrests made, to hold thae
there is “some force in the petitioners’ sub-
" R —
mra:aumndllmhrmtlmumwd
The SCruled it was ilbegal for tax officials

Iy threatening tes arrest them. Te curb such
cases, it held that individuals who were so
threatened or coerced “would be entithed o
move thecourts and seek arefund of tax de-
posited by them, The department would alss
take appropriate action against the officers
insuch cases,” The apex court also directed
the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs to form guldelines o ensure that
no taxpayers are threateneed with arrest.
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How scammers use Gen Al and what you
can do to protect yourself

With Al ted v attackers can orchestrate intricate scenarios or even circumvent system tests designed to verify the user’s humanity. 1t is
best to be cautious of unexpected requests for money, even from your loved ones

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n December 2024, the U.S. FBI
+ issued 3 warning, stating that
criminals are increasingly
exploiting generative artificial
intelligence (A1) to commit fraud on a
larger scale, making their schemes more
convincing. Enterprising criminals exploit
generative Al-powered text, images,
videos, and audio to trap victims who lack
technological proficiency or time and are
too exhausted to thoroughly assess
potentially hazardous content.

How is generative Al used to carry
out financial fraud?
Today, a variety of unregulated or even
illegal generative Al tools are available on
the wieh, These tools enable the creation
of scams from start to finish, resulting ina
weh of multimedia tricks that separates
victims from their money. Attackers can
use text generatos alone to craft
grammatically correct messages that
threaten or deceive victims in their native
languages. They can also generate
malicious code to create websites that
compramise victims® systems,
Criminals can exploit Al images to
create convineing deepfakes of victims,
fooling their loved ones, They can also
fabricate false photos of crucial
documents, produce sexually explicit
images for extortion, establish fake social
media or dating app profiles, and even

portray celebrities endorsing services and
seams they would never support in real
lifie, as per the FBI's recent release.
Malicious users can exploit the voice
cloning technology in generative Al audio
toals to create fake recordings of real
people in distress. These recordings can
be sent as voice messages or even as fake
vet complex telephone calls to force their
contacts into transferring money.

‘When Al-generated videos enter the
seene, attackers can orchestrate intricate
SCCNArios or even circumvent system tests
designed to verify the user's humanity.
For instance, by capturing just a few
seconds of video from your social media
aceount, an attacker could ereate a
convincing deepfake video call where you
appear to have been involved inan
accident and are desperately seeking
financial assistance.

What are some warning signs of
rated financial fraud?

It is best to be cautious of u
requests for money, even from your loved
ones. Additionally, be wary of surprise
requests to carry out various inancial
activities, including redeeming gift cards,
claiming prize money, paying fines,
repaying loans, paying customs officials,
of paying bail. Be extra cautious when
receiving texts or media files from
unfamiliar users. Unless you have a
secure device or environment, refrain
from opening such files.

‘When video scams, like the prevalent

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitpe!iwhatsappcom/channel/D029Van2 VRb6RGOKH60B dOF

Jokis FREE Telegeain Chaniel hitps:/Uine/ + BuTsenHpQAhIODgL

“digital arrest’ scheme, target a victim, the
caller will likely resort to aggressive or

devices are safeguarded. Lock and set
their social media accounts to 'private’

intimidating tactics to force compliance, made to prevent the misuse of their
They might create a sense of urgency, personal photos and audio, Educate your
claiming that time is running out and/or children about online safety and help
ﬂlntﬂlevlcnmmeda lnact urgently. tllem dnrhmmuhbetweengmmm and

s hasise the 1 content.

importance of lueepdng the matter a secret
from others. It is crucial to avoid sharing
any financial information or transferring
maney through unsecured channels to
prevent yourself from falling for such
scams. Instead of believing a caller who
shows you their uniform and police 1D
(since this could be a deepfake), reach out
directly to the police for guidance. Cease
all commusnication and contact the
person invalved directly.

How can users keep themselves safe
from Al-enabled crime?

O wiry to safeguard yourself and your
Family from Algenerated fnancial fraud is
by using a family password, This is a
unigue word known only to you and your
immediate family members. You can use
it to verify the identity of others whenever
you want. For instance, if you receive a
phaone call from your child or parent
requesting a large sum of money, ask
them for the family password to ensure
that their voice hasn't been cloned by a
stranger. Agroe on a strong and
dlifficult-to-guess password. Regularly
updating your password is also
recommended. 1f your family has minors
or vulnerable elders, ensure that their

When using dating apps, users should
report any matches who use Al-generated
media. Never share personal financial
information with romantic matches, and
never agree to transfer money, invest in
cryptocurrency, pay customs charges for
parcels, or accept gift cards. Until you
completely trust the person and have met
them in person, stay on the app's
messaging platform and avoid switching
to other apps like WhatsApp or email,

When donating to charities, ensure
that the featured images of different
causes and team members are genuine.
Give to groups or individuals you trust
deeply, those whom you know personally,
or those with high transparency levels,
Additionally, you can use Gen Al image
detectons to review photos.

Finally, do not implicitly trust calls
from users whase profile pictures include
police or military-related accessories, as
these can be easily generated using AL
Real police officers never arrest or make
demands of you through video calls. 1f
you encounter such a call, record it and
siibimit the evidence to a genuine police
station, Alternatively, you can report
malicious content generated by Al
through the national cyber-crime portal.
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THE DAILY QUIZ
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Please send in your answers to

daiyquizgthehinducoin

A quiz on movements which countered the rise of fascism in different parts of the world

[1936-1939)
any af the characteristics
of World War 11, Including the
cross-idecloglcal oppasition to fasclsm
as @ state ideclogy. in the farmer,
however, the anti-fascist forces lost,
paving the way for a controversial
36-year dictatorshig. Fill in the blanks.

during the Weimar republic, t has
different roots — including, fram the
late 1980s, the practice of squatting in
‘West Germany. Name i

(8

QUESTION&

A particular miners' strike in March
1921, in the Istrian peninsula is aften
regarded as the waorkd's first
antl-fascist uprising. On March 7,
workers In manvy mines in the area
assurned contral of thelr management
and preclaimed the area to be a new

Questions and Answers to the March 7 edition of
the dally quiz: 1. This event, was started by a
massive women-led protest on March 8, 1917, In
Petrograd {now St Petersburg), Russia, Ans:
February Revolution

2. This Indlan soclal refarmer and educationlst
co-founded the first schood for girls In Pune slong.
Ans: Savitribal Phule

3. This West Aslan country saw tens of thousands of
women protest agalnst newly Impased compulsary
welling laws. Ans: lran

4. This plonearing schentist became the first woman
Lo win a Nobel Prize, Ans: Marke Curle-Skiodowska

HKNOW YOUR ENGLISH

The funds are
earmarked for
the school tour

I hope the new hires are not a
bunch of sad-sacks like the

previous time

5. Upendran

What is the meaning of ‘earmark? (J.
Tara, Mumbai)
In India, this is a word that is frequently
hieard on television news channels when
experts are invited to talk about the
budget that the Finance Minister is likely
to present. When the Government
earmarks a certain amount of money for a
particular project - for example, it could
be for road widening or for cancer
research - it sets aside funds to achieve its
objective. This amount it punsadde is o
be used only for the specified project, and
not for anything else. Earmarking lets
people know how the funds will be used.
Wﬂhﬂiemmg of time, the word has
used in contexts other than
ﬁnanne in everyday contexts, ‘earmark’
is used to mean ‘characteristic’ or
“distinguishing mark’.

Mast people were sad to note that ornly
s percent of the budget had been
earmarked for education.

Several hundred crores have been
earmarked for cancer research.

The beaming Minister said that the
newly kaunched car had all the sarmarks
of a elassic.

The word ‘earmark’ is a combination of
two words - ‘ear’ and 'mark’, and when it
began to be used in the English language,
it had nothing to with finance; believe it
or not, it had more to do with farming. In
the past, in order to identify his livestock
~ sheep, cattle, pigs, etc. - a farmer
waould cut or mark the ear of every animal
he owned. Every farmer used a different
murk, and this helped him avoid
unnecessary arguments with his
neighbotirs.

Why are some people called ‘sad
sacks'? (TV. Harish, Kochi)
First of all, not all dictionaries list this
word. The ones that do, spell the word
differently — some spell it as one word
(sacksack), some as two (sad sack), while
mmmmm it (siad-siack), One thing
that all onaries agree on, however, is
that it is a word that is always used in
informal contexts to refer to a climsy
individual - usually, a man. When you
refer to someone as a sad sack, what you
are suggesting is that the person is boring
and is incapable of doing anything well.
Watching the blundering fool in action,
youa feel pity for him because you realise
that he is unlikely to succeed in life, The
word can be used both as a noun and an
adjective.

Twas shocked o mote that the new
appointees were nothing maore than o
burich of sad sacks.

Given our talent, don't expect amything
great, It's likely to be a sad-sack
performance.

r.mmimnbm@gnmﬂ'm

Word of the day

Insouciant:
marked by blithe unconcem

SYNONYMS: casual, nonchalant
USage: it is an utterly inssuclant financial
policy.

Pronunciation: newsth.livef
Insouckantpro

International Phonetic

5. This persan, a Kenyan ervironmentalist and
women's rights activiet, became the first Afdcan
wosman to be awarded the Mobel Peace Prize. Ans:

k

QUESTION 2 republic. What was this republic
Wihat is the two-word label given 1o the called? It existed far one month.
declogy that draws from bath Stalinism (%

Alphabet: irisusants

and fascism? The label, whese use |s QUESTION 5 Wangari Maathal
controversial, originated when social In 1945, four countries established a ’ isual: This Chinese writer and feminist was a
democrats, liberals, and other similar jeint tribunal that conducted the h leading Figure in 20¢h-century Chinese Witerature.

palitical groups used it to describe the event known popularly as the Wisual question: Hawever, her actlvism later led to persecution during

regressive aspects of Stalinism. | It lasted from This ks the seal of the U.S. Senate. Name the symbol at this Chinese political event. Ans: Ding Ling, For feedback and suggestions far
h November 1945 to October 1946, and the bottam depicting a pair of bound bundles of wood Cultural Revolution Text & Context, please write to
QUESTION 3 amang ather things hel ped with an axe passing anl ging from thetop. | Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| Akshay Kumar letters@thehindu.codn
wihile the X movement shares (ts name delegltimise fascism as a “criminal The word ‘Fascism’ came from this symbol's name Khanna| Debarati Kar| Adya Upasana Routray| with the subject “Text & Cantext’
with that of the organisation founded idenlomy”. Fill in the blanks. Because of ts frequent use by Mussolinl. Fhythm Jain



Urswela vom der Leyen visit to India has browght the treo sides closer as they aim to boost trade and supply-ch
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JYOTI VI
s director general, Federation of Indian
Chambiers of Commerce and industry.

T suiecess of Kiropean Commission

S President Ursula von der Leyen's
vt to India must not be measured
wrverely i tecms of the progress made
an free trade agreement (FTA negotia
tioms, The new ground covered by our

Billestieraal thies sdveint bl abso ba considired.

Lo b suire, progross on Dndia's FTAwith the

s hstamtial, Both

Iestosigning it by

I calendar vear. When it happens, it

i

Uleviow B 1ot hees
commmitted th

Europ
siches
thi e o

will b the worbd's lnrgest deal of its kind, A trade
pact betwean both sides will notjust strengthen
o trade and nvestmaent lnks, but also belp
fustor

K |lllll|}' immprtant ks his visit's messige across
the wiorld: India s willing to promote international
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This s wh
saalom wit

Tnedia's Dargest tracling partner, with bilateral trade

reaching SIA7.5 billion.
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Endlia’s supposed protectionism,

Tiis opening acdress at the pler

AC Prosdcdent’s visit and Modi's recent visit
to the US underdine that India's approach is for
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India and the EU have plenty to
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Corporate boards should not

Todayy

[}

BETH KOWITT
Is & Bloombeng Opinkon columnist covenng
corporate America

hen Unidbever macle lis surprise
annouseement st week tt it
I & I i

Nnutl |k|i|i'IIM'I| mllh Uni
Tewer's performanie in
further o go o deliver be:

results,” sl Lnilever clinieman lan Mos
Il the announcement. Schumacherwill
b replaced by current Unilever ¢
Tinmeial odficer (CFO) Fernando Fernan
ez, whian b the abdliey "o drve change at
speed” and capitalize on the company’s
growth plan “with urgency.”

It all caime dowin to that one woed, mich
heboved by Wall Street: urgency. In the
ol e board deciedod it i0Schumacher
18 nol godng to move fast al
I, Juist 20 months into his @
Sehumacher wasout,

1t nued P for s boare to replace a chiel
excecutive, which s why CEOs olten hold
ontb e ook Borger U they shoadd, g

S o g a company bo big
] mever quite kinows how
wtives will perform until they'ne

e,

right beader bn place, they will missout on
the apportunities that can come [ eapld
moments of change, While that risk might
B el ol need o bilanes
pushing out talented executives before

ompanies are al o crosseoads right
Jim Chtrin, partier and lead of
O pruethen ot execative search firm
Spencer Stuart.

I8 aeritical moment to keverage tech
nedogy such as artificial intelligenee (A1)
and changing consumer behaviour such as
personaliztion and e-commesce, but they
realize I we don't capitalize on it, we're
gobg 1o be roadkil

Ananalysisofthe Russell 3000 Index by
Erechasgecom found that more CEOs
ware fired o foreed ouit in 2024 than atany
point sinee the frm began tracking the
et i 2007, And everal |, Spencer Stuart
Fruanad Ut thie tenire of departed CEOsof
SR SO companies wis B3 years in 2024,
i oy shrweer 2017 anad chown by ubsout three
yearssinee s 2021 high of 1.2 years,

hunt CEOs out prematurely

chalfenges are steep bud frequent CEQ changes won't felp

Hesin Schumacher's exlt comes 20 months
after b became Unilever's chief.  numoms

I thiae Dust six masnths or so, o slew of
high-profile exits have clocked in under
that average. Bernard Kim departed as
CECu Mateh Groupin Februa
than thres years n the jobs, unable to stem
avsrexocus from its Dagship dating app
Tincher, In January, David Kimbell was

l

I.||r|:kl|| Isinger was ot as Intel, CEC
after less than fouir years, having bost the
comfidence of the board in his

I

wxited from CVS Health aft
amibd carnings missesc and Laxman Naras
imhandidn't eve 3
Starbucks before 1|1|'|n||Il||unJut

i August as netivists clreled and the
stock price eratered. That same month,
D Callaouin beft Bowing Compuany aller
||Mllwl Towaie s, e aevoplane miker's
sl kg bl s contnantion bn the

el tha discling is s
angeorporate direct
¢ more hinds-on

Part of whit'
hibfting minclset o
ors, whiy

W
s, This move toward more
tarted in 200E with
el

true of big compa
nbes: Spencer Stuart found that between
SO0 and 20024, there were slgnificanily
e Forced « it B&P SO0 companies
han SEP GO0 15% versus (%, " The Irlwn
i bared, tha more prolessk i

e ey hobd ther ¢
sl Clauchiv Hildbebeand
antat th soared G and eo-

Life Cyele afa CEO,
Yol hoards should be wary of thinking

maygleal overnlight cure for all of thel
T, Lol it Bwelnngg, whieh s st il g
through ¢ ||n-|||lm|:|ll' the CEQ switeh. Or
Starbiicks, whe Ined 1o
Fallundder new CEC Brian Niecol,

Isworthre b Chint Sturbacks
Bk Niceal i the Hest plice becatise he
transformed afaltering Chipothe Mexican
Gl into one of the gquick-servee food
Invtlustry's bigggost suoeess stories,

That turnaround took Hime, as most do,
The brnrd didn't give hima poss; i wasjust
willing to be patient, CALOOMBERG

Gross domestic product: Much heat over cold numbers

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

s & senior journalist and author
af 'Slip, Stitch and Sturmiske: Thie
Unacld Story of India's Financial
Sectar Refarms’
@rajrishisinghal

ae ¢

it bunch of fresh data-sets related o
ndlia’s gross comestie product (GDEY
ars, inchuding s guesstimate
growth For the cur

T hie statistics imdnistry vecently redessd

sets managed o generate the wsaal com
mentary, controversy and divided aplnkons

abwowit the state of India's economic well-be
Ing, despite anewly elected prosident half:
way neross the workd stealing some of thie
thumder. 1t might be time, theagh, to start
talking abont w y Ilnpm;n ricelavish s
much undivicded attention on these daty
wstimates, book i whether the numibers cap
ture the veality o lived experiences, examine
alterations orenhancements, and examine
the progressal the Beyond GDP movement
which many countries lave adoped. Glven
Inilia's wich legaey of formal statistical
vesiareh and analysis, this eoubd b anather
aopportunity for Dndian statistieal instiiutions
to bk new ground,

TThils miwits discussdon Bisconss an obsas

stomwith G as the sole indicator of all that
I o and el i an economy, conpled with
tha b doric and sheill observations sccom
||.|||v ;: it, has made GDP ¢ Iull.lll.ullun

J(lmﬂlll-\||=|illa||||mil.\'.nII.II |;I|'| ol infor
rrnitfenn, b it bs stillasdnggle ploce ina linge

Jigmaw puizzle,

Theestatisticsministry providesa detailed
nee o thae methodedogy adopted for com.
piling quarterly GOF numbers —From both
expenditureand production apgroaches, as
well as in current and constant prices. The
T e Ilnuinlmur !la-i.lln sy come under

I

el GLPor how extreapolating
biase: to ropresent a much larnger universe
comill lead tostatistical distortions. Butallof
this s i loaddngg amd ignores eritical
externol factors.

Abait of history might be instrective e,
Tha eneegence of GO as the li
i ol econom e well-bedng ¢
the post-war period when be

rennde trendy and drive polici
metrie was thereafter used in the Bretton
Wioods discussions o forge a post-war global
anrder, Comseuently, GOP bicame an artiele

il
|N1Nu||rm|l~il Shmaon K
nerts (e e are hitectune
Formeasuring ¢ -IJI1 hand wanrnee agadnt link:
Inagg GIP with absasluge seonomie o socinl

milsts i recent e

s Mobel e

tax ned, such as household
have also questioned the es‘ab" Shment
over-reliance on GOP, would fill a blg II1: unorganized sector,
eapiclally s relevanes wly
tht ml-:l:lls ol global demo W'd " It creates I,

i il matural capital
change, growinging !pulll\' a [rulv useful that the economy draws
vl papad |||ul|.|| lzatbon of wipon for the manufictine
th measire of of goods ane 1 services,

pecifie ||I|_v.l!wm:|l|1 ]
GDP-fxation seems asym:
muetrical with its lmited
fanetion as an estimate of
prosdiction b HTNOTINY
warth asking whet her
by G data
data on growing ineguali
sl that GDP s unrepross

orme and consumption distribution
within the population. GDP has, thus,

1l pavierty
o shiws

o«

India’s statistical

well-being

bies o wlnhl il n[ the wedge betwoeen

5
cally, the doggged pursuit of higher GDP
growth s eulnous environmentally, espe

clally when the planet I'i(|'||| nighg iresor
bly. Third. GDP

thit clows not &'ll!u'l enter
the murket or escapes the

el for an alter
Ive has b in the

weorks sinee Lhe late 19708,

bt gathered momentum
ifter the 2008 US-centred Rnincal erisis,
The 1887 publication of the Brusdiand
Hu;m focused a sustainable

1 b basens st

by WD cotinbries) (o Introdiice some ole
ments of non-mensetary and enviconmental
eeonomdc aceonnting, ﬂllluvu-(lll} tha 20015
Introdductbon of sustalnabile deveba
I repeart commis
el i 200 ferllcvw - et
Frvsrn thie Ovgambsation for Economic Co-op

il touchpodnts

clans develoging analternative

The Beyond GDP movement gathered
s s s, By 20024, ubout 28 countries
had aclopted some versson of the framework,
Thirre s only oo cateh: thave hasboen a pro

el et amnongg likely sdberents,
This ks where India can make an impres
sbon. The Tndian statistical faamework for
Matbomal Sample Surveys in the BUsOs, under
the besdbershdp of 1., Muhalunolils, had pro
wchied thr worrlel withn scientific and reliable
survery tempdate. Indin's statistical establish
et can agaln peovide gobal leaders
creating o universal indicator that ruly
and comprehensively - measures economic
wirl -k, Tha sorlel meeds a yardstick that
is not hostage to political rhetorie or
designed 1o artificlally showcase some

miythieal milestense,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

INDIA & ‘AMERICA FIRST’

Delhiis better prepared than many to engage with Trump's
America, based on give and take

N HIS REMARKS in London last week, External Afairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar suggested that US President Donald Trumg's "America First” policy is
something Delbi could work with. At the reot of jaishankar's optimism is the fact
that umlctTr\unp. Amcn:a focuses on self-interest rather than the pursuit of
Elobal leadership, Altt I st-lnuch ] elites fully shared the values of lib-
ct.ﬂ Imternationalism, tlwy were nmrmmlumblc with Washington's claim to be its
self inted cf ing a newly i wiith a strong commit-
ment to choase I:sm p.uhthc Inclian elites rejected the idea of the US acting as the

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRrDLY WISE
[FIT'S WRONG WHEN THEY DO IT, IT'S WRONG
WHEN WE DO IT, — Moas CHossky

Rough weather, unsteady shi

¥

InMaharashtra, scandals and dismal state finances will

test Mahayuti government's navigation skills

GirisH KUBER

HEAVY SHIPS DONTrock much, The analagy,
if applied to Maharashtra's three-party
Mahayuti government, doesn't quite wark,
Almost four months since coming to power,
the strongest-ever ruling combine in the state
—with a strength af 235 in the 288-member
assembly = is anything but steady. As the
Devendra Fadnavis government presents its
first budget today, on Marnch 10,itis lost onno
one that the challenge to the BIP-Shiv Sena-
NCP alliance is not from the Opposition but
from within,

juddge ol other nations, assessing theirdemocratic credentials, and punishing them for de- ~ The first, as-yet-unresolved, issue that

viting from the presumed standards o beral inkernaionali, e Indian eftwas it he BF Shis S NCP gonermment was
ionally the mostvocal inds i i lelling in the affairs of other ma- W .

ts of “guardian ministers”, Way back in

tioms, today it is the right that makes that case most loudly, Delhi, which was unsettied '1’;"&2 llm%hcn Maharashtra rhlr?rnun:rhut

Ly the Biden Admi s supy anti-Pod groups inndia and i for oust- Maik hae assigned some cabinet

ing Sheikh Hasina from power In Dhaka, is pleased that Trump is not looking to use
American power to promaote internal change in other societies.

colleagues as point=persons for underdewel-
oped dls:rlm to help accelerate their
growth, it became a practice

Inselias sy werleoenes Trump's departure from the idea of aunipolar lormni i
lay the LS to a recognition that today there are many serstial powers, et
the so-called "multipalar world” that Delli has lang preferred. Washington's allies in
Eumpemd.ﬁsla llutlmelutgmllvdumlwusIurmlrml:yamhuﬂhd b;rTrumps

elther they e forego American p
ton. India’s strategic partnership with the US, in contrast, is not one-sided but based on
shared interests, As a non-alby with indepencdent forelgn policy, Delhi is much better pre-
pared to engage with America First, based on give and take.
For India, a transactional engagement with America comes amid Trumg's plans to re-
arrange the global order, What Trump and his team have in mined i;w!ﬁng short of re-
ingg mocdern capitalisim th out ofthe Jobal fsis and re-
m.ﬂmgthcpost war intemational system bed I:y:lu-us.mm;astrm [premium on
o ses ke Inclia, Dl hi has b with Trump
" bl note with Priene Minister ra Blocli's visit to the White Howse last month,
mh:mrtuﬂhcmwundmandlnss between Modi mﬂmlmpls the agm'mm:u ne-
otiate a free trade treaty, But neg with the Tn 1are ot pretty,
Dielhi will have to hold s nerve and focus on securing Ils Interests and avoid being dis-
tracted by comments at the highest level in Washington. The prickly egotism of the Indian
political class, the bemptatlnnm sacrifice national Immmn the nmu{ ideology, and a
tenehency to posture rather t ¥ are -
elles that will peed to be s 1. The Mesdi nit's eapacity to turm the Tramp
:h.ﬂlmge Imu an ummltym mmlm Mlas:rade puilq.l —.\hlumﬁwum wIII

il bk
improve if it takes the

with the U5 and makes the political case for a new relationship with America,

wnmic

Fodr FREE Whatsapp Channel hitpa:/iwhatsappocom/channel 0039 an 2V IRBSRG IO K Hao B

(GAINING WIDER CURRENCY

Astrategic reserve signals a shift in how US views
cryptocurrencies, calls for a reassessment by others

N 2019, DONALD Trump, wrote on a social mecia platform that he was “not afan
of biteoin and other eryptocurrencles, which are not money, and whese value is
hlghly wvolatile and based on thin alr" However, thereafter, Trump has reversed

o appoint a “guardian minister” for cach
district, who de facto controlled fund allo-
catlon in local development planning. Naile
andl a few chief ministers who followed en-
sured that no cabinet member was ap-
nted as the guardian minister of hisfher
me district, However, like many good
practices, this too was given the go-by.
Nowy, ministers are assigned their home
districts, putting therm ina far maore advan-
:muus pusnltm\-n i \-mhc:r pulltlralrl-
wals, Thisexp
lic spat between mrmbcrs of the three
ruling parties, all jostling to “guard"” their
respective districts at the public's expense,
The situation turned so ugly that Fadnavs
was compelled to stay some of the appednt-
menits. But the damage had been done, Not
only did the issue expose cracks in the rul-
ingg combine, it also highlighted the fragile
unaty amangst the three parties running the
state. It also painted the sulking Deputy
Chiel Minister Eknath Shinde, who could

The ramifications go beyond
politics, as these issucs
alomg with regular
rumblings, seem to have
impacted the stawe
government’s efficacy, with
Fadnavis being fore
intervene in altercations
between alliance partners,
With public displays of
incompatibility, the
Maharashtra government
looks far from being united
in governance and, as a
result, is vet to get down to
business. How bad is the
situation? One can only
guess from Fadnaviss recont
statement, made to assure
investors, that ‘political
extortions’ won't have any
place in his government.

barely hide his displeasure, in poor light.
Then came the jay Munche
that badly dented the gevernment’s image.

Sl
fram the cabinet last week. Minde, a former
BIP leader and nephew of late B|P veteran
CGopinath Muncle, had played acrocial robe in
bringing Ajit Pawar, the powerful nephew of
Sharael Pavear, closer o the BIE Untillast week,
he wixs considered indispensabile to Ajit and

his NCP: So when a close aide of Munde from
Marathwada was implicated in the murder of
sarpanch Santash Deshmukh, the BJP leader-

ship initlally tried to look the uthrt way.
MLA'S reh tack:

years, Fad)
into everdrive, announcing one populist
scheme after another, Shinde's ntention was
o prove that he Is notan sccidental chief min-
iseer anel that he can get the combine re-
elected, Although e succeeded in his mission,
the stateencled up footing the bill. And despite
proving his mettle, Shinde was relegated o
the post of Deputy OM, sharing it with Ajit
Pawar, while his former deputy Fadnavis be-
came the leader of the thiee-party coalition,

Fadnavis's biggest challenge now is end-
ing all financial profligacy and bringing
Muaharashtra Imk Im:lﬂ: reckoning. With

d | sector show-down and

However, the local BJP) signs of an
andmla EXPOSES OF1 Munr.lejrfknlbuun- mmmnmww smlmmwluok
i ion, There ingw mr

nmwadﬂn‘umlur:lv: ofanother

went. Alth

minister, Manikrao Kokate = also belonging
o the Ajit Pawiar-led NCP = followdng his in-
dictment by a local court in a cheating case,
Wiith one minister forced toquit and another

making every possible effort, the Rs 15 I.1k|1
crore imvestment agreements he signed in
Danvos last December ane yet to materialise on
the ground.

How faunti is the laskbcrnn: the

likashy n s wway ou, the situation has, expect-
ol i1t "

Mal A

The ramificatbons go beyond politics, as
these Issues along with regular rumblings,
seem to have impacted the state govern-
ment’s efficacy, with F.tdn.wls being forced

inalte alliance

wlm'T.unllN.1r.|ucm]:mc:phln.0n:e{ar
behind Maharashiza, TN, which is hall fts size,
Tas evertaken the rchest state in per eapita
net state domestic product. Although
Maharashtra, with Rs 4267 lakh crore GSDF

partners. With public displays of incompati-
bility, the Maharas htra government looks far
from being unibed in governance and, as a re-
sult, s yet to get down to business. How bad
is the situation? One can only guess from
Fadnavis's recent statement, made to assure
investors that “political extortions” won't

tops the list, its per cagita GS0P is Rs 2,89 lakh,
whereas Tarnil Nadu with Rs 31.55 lakh crore
GSOP has Rs 3,50 lakh per capita GSDF, Simply
pust, a Tarmilan today is relatively richer than
the Marathi manags.

Wittt ingly tough
as more and mare states get competitive,
an il afford its business-as-

harve any place in his g

For, Fadnavis knows how precariows the
state finances are. Maharashitra's debt moun-
tain is close to Rs § lakh crore, with afiscal
deficitof Bs 1 lakhcrore. Inaddition, the state
s staring at an outgo of Rs 46,000 crore this
fiseal, thanks to the Ladl Bahin scheme an-
neunced ahead of the elections, In the last bwo

usiial attitticle. Noone kaows this better than
Fainavis, the maan in the hot seat. His govern-

ment's first bucget today will test his naviga-
tion skills as well as his ability to steady the
large ship be is incharge of steering,

The writer ds editor, Loksatia

D Raja
MOEE THAN Mcntury m. \-'Iadlmlr I.rnn

:q:lta!lsm..‘muummd:hr latter's dmy
s thee test of tirme when we

see acriss-ridden capitalist ordes, which has
failed to improve lives globally, resorting to
desperate MESUTEs mmm s survival,

In 2024, be promised bo appoint erypbo-fiendly regulators and make
the US the “erypto capital of the planet”. Days abead of his mus.umtmhc launehed a
mcmmhnrallcdﬁ'mmp Iastmk hewent a step Rarther, The p ] an ex: Hisanaly
ecutive ander blisha B 'Wmm.ﬂﬂalltl“--‘ 1A kpile. And
on Friday, the White Huusclmbcdarrypmamnml:
As per the i fers the reserve will be capitalised with by th

Treasury department, “forfeited as part of criminal or cvil asset lln'lrl:uu: proceedings",
Other govemment agencies will also “evaluate their legal authority” to shift bitcoin to the
strategic reserve, There has, hoveever, not been a complete audit of the US g s
hitcoin heldings which are spread across varkous agencies, As pcrmms.k‘ks:hr White
House Al and cry pocurrency czar, the US gove s abioust 200,000 bitcoin, Theex-
coutive order raises several questions. [t says that the bitcoin deposited will not be sold, So
what purpose will it serve? Strabegic reserves are created by countries = for instance, the
UShas a petroleun reserve while Canada has one for maple syrup = so as to be able toin-

Juring times of need | | miarket imibal The exeeutive
order also states that the governmment will not acquire adeitional assets for the stockpile,
and that any Rurther mltlmumhcvewm will be budiget neutral This fmplies that as of

e there will not b buwr:n:lv: rh i that changes, the LIS gov-
b | player with the abaility o influence prices, But, I not, will fu-
cditions be limitec to the btcoin o Forfeited ? Andwhat about the fourother coins

that Trump mentboned would be inchaded in the stockpile?
ALS strategic reserve does, hawever, ;agmla m‘\]unlwlnlm\o\l‘amlngwn wiews
ies, And with more countr fes, giventhe
borderless nature of such assets, it will be difficule mluvca regulatory stance that is an
authier, A more careful ly considered approach is thus n'qmrcd In this regard, recent re-

ports that the Indian g is ing its d papcrunuyphxum'n-
cles ane welcome, Nwls.‘l:mthlsmmsnglymmﬂ‘-‘" 1
regulatory clarity and coherence and the i hanisems that saf Ithein-

terests of investors and ensure the integrity of markets,
Fedia FREE Telegram Channel hitpsd/Lme!+ Bu?senl | pOdhiODEL

FREEZE FRAME E P Unny

Save Qur Sonsex

Th of right-wing and far-
right political forces globally was accompa-
kel by blaming regulations and diverting the
popular mgrt .lg.unst nwlllu'ral pollncs bn

I The

oiter, allaleﬂ.us:llhhedlwmm tight and
centrist positions and failed to check the
growth of the far-right. Now, the situation has
worsened as there are signs of a ghobal right-
wing alliance, which is aggressive in its dis-
dain for democratic narms, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's recentvisitto the LS and his
meeting with President Donald Trump gave
hints of this consolidation,

odi’s meeting with Trump has two
kines of cutcomes for us, First, we canexam-
e whiat hils wisi e signifiee back hoime, before
maving towards the implications at a global
level. While the visit was marked by grand
displays of bonhemie between Modi and
Trumgp, beneath the glittering optics of joint
statemnents and celebratory events, remain
deep-seated issues that expose the exploita-
tive nature of the current global order.

While Modi and his supporters back
home have dubbed the visica great tiumph,
Trumyp's protectionist policies continue un-
a\akd.mmumad:ﬁmmamn Is :ry:'ng

:Iuns agaknst Indl.LThm measLres wl! h.um
| 150
ph.um.mulmls. testiles and au:umul:llc
parts, Further, Trumg's attermpes at concen-
trating manulacturing in the US will be detri-
mental to Indian manufacturing. Despite

NEEDED: A PRO-PEOPLE POLITICS

The emerging alliance of global right-wing forces has disdain for democratic norms

Omne ol the most glaring
failures of Modi's visie was
his complete silence on the
appalling treatment of
Indian deportees by US
authorities, Under the
Trump administration’s
immigration policies,
huanclreds of Tndians —
many of them skilled
workers and asylum seekers
~ have been subjected to
humiliating treatment,

these overt! " i

radhe Maxhi
has refrained from t.1l<|ng.1 strog stance or
even pubilicly addnessing the issue, Thisis the
outcome of reducing diplomacy to hand-
shakes and s,

One of the most glaring failures of
Mull svlsn wias his comiplete ;-:Imu' on tlw

self and PM Modi as global representatives,
This alliance shares a common vision:
Protectionism for capital, suppression of
labour rights and a discain for migrants and
minarties. Chamgioning the free movement
of capital, these right-wing forces are agires-
sively rc;trlu ing the maobility of labour,
Trumy i

ling treatment of policies, coupled
US authoritles. Undcrthr‘rr\unp .u!mlnl;- with Modi's sllcmtunvlsamwktlunsal'ﬁ\‘t
tration's i B polici ing Indian p a

Indians — many nl'rhrm skilled workers

shan-dwnhcmp: {urwnrhm whnccnahllng

and asylum seekers — have b 1

to hum:lmlng treatment, ltcporh uF de-

It tlus nuht wing wnllunn continues to

held in i
denied legal ghts and deported in shack=
les have emerged, yet Modi chose not to
raise these concerns during his meeting. By
not standing up to Trump's trade war and
the gross human rights violations, Madi has
demonstrated a troubling willingness to ap-
pease Washington,
Trump's aggressive ecanomic and for-
clgn pnl:m indicate a concerted effort to
i, | alliances like BRKS'

Glabal South will
face shrinking job epportunities, and mi-
grants will continue to be scapegoated,
 rigght-weingg leaders Hke Trump ancd
Iviochi hawe shown litthe commitment to tack-
ling climate change. Trump's withdrawal
from intemational dimate agreements and
Mhodhi's foous on pro-corporate envirenmen-
tal peicies indicate that the interests of big
business will always take precedence over
inable devel

which were conceived to stand up e US

m wirld must leok to apm-pcnpleal-

hegcmun,y. Trump'g Iministration is

| =

[ Hd"us.' dimperial tuumle;lnnw

mcrrlun i dlipl 1. By
forcing trade deals thahwl.ﬂm BRICS -
bc 5, sl.tpplng sanﬂlumnn nations that

Clobal South
eratian, Imnnwlv:p-:mrrpnlm and
rejoct nealiberal frameworks that serve

ing tariffs a;ampﬁn“’“*: ]

el us- interests at the expense
i of local devel A renewed focus on
lar order ing multilateral ioms such

o push the woreld towards a unip

dominated by the US.

While Modi and Trump's interactions
may seern like an exereisein d:plummytlw
also signal the growing

as BRICS, thee Non-Aligned Movement [NAM )
and regonal trade agreements outside US in-
fluenee is necessary. Global trade palicles

ghobal right-wing forces. It found clear ex=
pressions in the words of ltalian PM Glorgia
Meloni who sees a new “collaborative con-
servative movement” emenging global by with
Trumip, Argentine President Javier Miled, ber-

st be 1o pricritise fair labour
practices, ervironmental protection and eco-
nomic justice for developing nations,

The writer is General Secretary,
Comnrmunist Party af fndia
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CHANGE OF GUARD

THE CONGRESS (1) high command has de-
cidded tochange its chiel ministers in only two
of the cight states — Ragasthan and Bihar —
where it retained power in the recent assem-
bily polls While Rajasthan —where the party's
strengthinthea dropped by 20— will
have Harilal Joshi as thechief minister instead
uFHIraul pruu it wwdcerwn:hat the

party ks

warSingh,
INDO-US DEAL

INDIA AND THE United States have con-
cluded a major deal on the transfer of high

technelogy to India in a move seen here as

J.wlnmr.uwd Kh.:lls-t.mnlnxlnbad" and pro-

incicating a significant develop inre-
latbons between the two countries. Included
in the deal are American technology parks
o be set up in India to facilitate the easy
transfier of technology, and the so-called “su-

per compaters”,

HIJACKERS ON TRIAL

FIVE SIKH HIACKERS of an Indian Airlines
plane pirated in 1981 were produced before
aspecial court in Lahore for trial proceedings
asit became apparent that the trial inthe sec-
ond incident of Last July has been deferred,
Looking fit and nearly dressed, the five hi-

theywere brought
m the court premises.

IRAQ STRIKES IRAN

IRAQI JETS AND missiles hit six lranian
tenwms, leaving hundreds dead and wounded,
the natienal news agency INA reported,
Thiere weere at least 500 casialties in a missile
attackan Khorramabad in westermn Iran and
anather 100 in another missile strike on
Dezful further south, Ir.mfl warplanes alm
bambed the southern ol city of Abadan and
three border villages in north-west, west and
south-west lran,
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Disclosures and regulations

New Sebi chairman has made a promising start

he new Securlties and Exchange Board of Indla (Sebl) chalman, Tuhin
Kanta Pandey, ncouraging e By hls Arst public appear-
anee aftertaking office last week, Emphasising transparency in the market,
Mr Pandey noted it extended o the regulmor as well, The regulater, he
noted, needed o be o vard sres, Including conflict of imerest
in the board, tnlcmtinqﬂy thisbit was not in the speech uploaded onthe regulator's
website. Hewever, irespective of whether the remark was part of the prepared tese,
the views are now inthe public domaln and 1 byl st
Sebl must follow this nom as qulckly as possible.

The remarks on disclosures must be seen in the context of the term of Mr
Pandey’s predecessor, Madhabi Purl Buch., A US-based short-seller Hindenburg
Research, which hissinee shut down, hiand sccused Ms Buch of a confllet of interest
in relation to an ongoing investigation of the Adand group, against which the firm
hu.d mﬂmly:mm seversl allegatlons, In both Ms Buch and the regul

Sebi hos 11t hac  robust mechunism for disclosures,
L-I\'cn the nature of the allegations, it was suggested, including by this newspaper,
that Sebi adopt better norms, An August 2024 editordal, for Instance, argued: “To
strengthen the dischosure norms for key persons, and (o quell any speculation in
the future, the regulator should consider making the financial interests of such per-
son public.” In modern Anancial markets, where funds — Inclsding foselgn — can
maove inand out very quickly, all relevant disclosures must be in place for regulated
entities and key persons In the regulatory body, Such discourses will boost st
in the system.

Asdide Mrom the disclosure [ssue, Mr Pundey made some other important points
worth highlighting, The regulator will be looking for optimum regulation, IF some
statutes have becornse redundant and wre not serving any purpose, Sebl will beopen
toreviewing them, This is a posith and s in syne wit 1]
overll thinking, Prime Minlster Narendm Modi recently spole about the ldea of a
Deregulation Commission to acdress recundant liws and regulations, Seblcan do
alot intermally, which will make things easler for regulated entithes. To lts eredly, the

rities-minrket regulator has been working on adapting regulations o the evalving
murk:‘l and economic nmdltinnu Such |:hu|1ucu for instance, have allowed new-

I the Incan equity market. Contlsed
Inumwcmcm Inmuuulumnwlllmumhu Indian murket anatteetive place to ruse
capital and lst. This financlal year til Janury, Arms have rdsed a record 34 trillion
In equlty caphtal, which Is double what was ralsed [n the full year 2023-24, Over the
years, Sebl has helped increase the penetration of mutual funds, which has helped
deepen Indlan capltal markets,

e Sebl e halieman Rarther 1t} laibor wiis consclous about creatlng a
conducive atmosphere to attract forelgn mplml wnd wans willing to engage with
stakeholders. This is again a healthy slgn. IF India has to grow In a sestalnable
manner atm higher rate, it Is important that caplital markets function smoothly and
e kna position to channed savings nto investment with mind Friction. Although
Sebl hs been working in this regard, it 1 thime to streamline peocesses funther o
enhance prospects for both Indian capital markets and the economy.,

Resetting trade

Govt should infarm how trade negotiations with US are going

ecent staternments on economic and trade relatbons between the Unlted

Stares (US) ancd India by senlor Amercan officlals may provide some

Inslght inte what Is belng planned for the supposed “trade deal” that the

o cointres hive prom sed 1o negotbite, When Prime Minister Narenci
Modi visited the US in February, he agreed with US President Donald Trump thit
the first tranches of s multisectoral tracke agreement would be negotbuted by the fll
of this year. However, Intervention over the past week from both the US President
and hiscommerce secretary underlines the difficulties lnvolved. Mr Trump relterated
his concern that Indian tardlfs were so prohibitively high that "you can't even sell
anything into India”. He added tht Dndia had agreed “to eut thelr trdifs way down
nowbeciuse somebody s fnally exposing them for what they've done”, Whether or
not this bs the case, it Indicates that New Delhi's efforts to clalm that Its tracle-
welghted pvernge tariffs are quite low are not helping. It would perhaps be better 1o
focus on those sectors that are panticular Irdtants to the US, and identily the tardf?
rechuictlons thiat might be reculred there.

U5 Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, however, has a slightly different
approach in mind, The US, he sald, requires "a macro, large-scale, broad-based
trade agreement that takes everything into account”, Mr Lutnick has been given a
very tough job by his Presiclent — o try and identify the relevant tariffs every country
Imposes on every American lmpart into lts markets, in order to ensure reciprocity.
Tt ds no wonder thit Mr Lutnick would prefer his job made simpler by broadbased
cuts peross il Hnes, Even when it comes to particularly politically sensitive arcas
~— suich as agriculiure — the commerce secretary would ke to see more openness,
although he scknowledged that some quotas and some Lmits might continue
to be regulred,

It 18 nerw Incumbent upon the Indian government to design o strilegy to cope
with these demands, There s no question that lower and stable tarffs are in India's
Enterests — not just with the US butwith most of [ts tmding partners, The negotlations
with the US, ns well as the proposed free-trade agreement with the European Union
that Is supposed to be closed by the end of| thuy\:lu'.ulﬂmldhua‘cn s mu:mm\mlly
tovdlo preclsely this. But India's counter-offiers cannot be desty | mindle behing
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India’s tech startup boom

Are policytweaks needed?

[1 ‘@ have 10 be careful that we don't blow

thiligs wp,” sadd iy stumbling, white

Tadred frienc. long retlned from the civil
service but who had served In almost ol our gov-
emment's top industrial-policy entithes. Though he
can barely speak and almost cannot walk without
stumbling, 1 often tap his fertle braln when palicy
kssues confound me,

1 nskind Il " Do you think the super-enthusissm
our cantral and state governments are displaying
about start-ups will vestilt in ioma-
thing big for us as a country?” | —
posed this question to him because
Tremember back In the 19908, when
Twas passlonately running my inter-
netstartup, Redif.oom, Indian gov-
emment policymakers greeted me
with polite but disbelleving foces,

“OF course, tech SLATUPS ane ter
rifle for the Indian economy.” he
snld, warming my heart, but then
hls fuce started looking grim, "but |
hope It's not ke the 'lmport substl-
tutlon’ fever, which turned out to
bie & dbsnster,” He was referdng Lo a perlod up tothe
194908, whan the government heavily promoted poll-
cles almed mt replacing Immrn.u poods with domes-
theally | I high tariifs and
other protectlonist mensures, This was blamed for
Indin's slow growth in thit perlod compared w the
rest of the world and was abollshed s disastrous
when  Manmohan  Singh  became  finance
minlser n 1991,

This got me thinking: Could anything trigger o
dlisnster In our tech-startup boom and create a dis-
uan.rmu. |h|. Import-substitution polices did?

iy I for star-
lll|\li Ihlrlli‘.i‘Jl.ll 1o Imagine whether thit was even

wle

ILLLATRATIIR; AMBYA MOHANTY

remotely possible. For example, & report from the
World Economle Iutum myn I tha lase 10 years,
over 13040( 9 Indin
:mukln:luha.\hw'lumm nlammn.uw}m.mllnlu
world”, with only the Undted Stases and Ching higher
than us, Furthermore, practically every I'T (Indian
Insthute of Technology) and 1M (Indlan Instituse
of Manag it cuntres, and
technodogy parks in munyn.l:h.x Then, Institutlons
Tk Atad Incubation Centres and Nassoom run mul-
tple Innovatlon centies throughout
Indin, These efforts have even reached
schools, with Institutions like Atal
Tinkering Labs established In about
10000 schools o foster
student Innovatlon.

Reflecting on the lmpresslve scale of
India's startup effores, |

uuu u.n.-‘ approach, And finally, o “value for money”

Indlan often priote vilue
Tor money. This means that even |r|hw are willing
1o wchopt drvnovat v techinedogles signd feantly better
than exdsting solutlons, they expect these soluthons
to be priced at "Indian market prices™

Others asked me: What about the statlstles that
sy 90 per cent of all startups worldwide fall? How
o we plan to help startups deal with this? Do we
have encagh Indlan venture capltal 1o enable this
enormows pool of slartups to be ereated [n India?
Are our Income-tax policles supportive of
startup investment?

Listening to all this and having personally expe-
renced some, If not all, of these challenges In my
life s an entreprencar, | ean's help but think of an
example of hi-tech success In Indla: Unified
Payments Interface (UP1). When | stroll down lanes
In Colaba, where | llve, | see rickshow drlvers and
Tsherwomen from Sasson Dock pull out thelr moblle
phones, sean the §R code of a street-slde frult seller,
and pay for the frult they buy, | rub my eyes o con-
frim that | am not merely Imaglnlng this,

The success of UPL In India Is & fscinsting case
study In the Intersection of technology, policy. and
soclogconomic factors, 1's net just o technologleal
triumph but also a significant achieverment In polit-
leal econommy, and |t case study has o Jot for us
learn from. It appears that having the Natlonal
Payments Corporation of Indla (INPC, which devel-
eped and operates UPL a8 o nos-lor-prollt entity
etablished by the Reserve Rark of Indla and the
Inedlan Banks” Assaclation was the key: It's not a pr-
vl company seeking profie maxdmisaelon,

Secondly, UPLis part of n broader *India Stack®,
o st of government-backed Interoperable digltal
Infrastructure Inltlatives: Aadhaar, e-KYC, o
Digllocker. Then, the govermment actively promot-
el Lp Hrotigh varlous mandates (eg liik-

whather these could face any major chal-

» lenges, Advr all, [ hvave hearel [t belngsald

P o
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eternally, both by scholam writing in thelr
pournnl papers and by visiting venture-
capltal frm partners, that the Indlan
domestle market for new technology

Ing bank accounts 1o Aadhaar) and Incentives (eg
enshback offers and marchant discounts), which
also helped, Then, it helped that UPIis bullt on an
open APL U\?pllua: lon Programming Interface)
archltecture that lets any bank of fintech company
crente applications that connect to the UPL system,

Inventions s meagre: The exact | 1 for this
are: "Indla has s minimal number of early adopters,
and this makes life for & tech startup very tough
Inindia”

When 1 polled more venture-capliial experts, |
ot this for why [t's so hard for tech startups In Indla
o achbeve any significant scabe: First, a large portlon
of the Indlan population s highly price-sensitive
(et vasom), Even If they are Imn.n.‘ﬂlw ln naw
technology. lability . Th
cultwral factors, they say, ke some segments of
Indian sockety may be more cautious sbout adopting
Innovative technologles untll they are proven and
widely nccepted. In other words, they adope a “walt

Trump’s tariff tantrums

merlean President Donald Trimp was
known ta be wnpredictable, But what he his

I.'I!!h.l]ﬁhm.i since he becama Presldent hus

holding US debt o even make them swap short-
term debt for lower-yleld 100-year bonds,

Killingth:

shocked even h 1 pollcymalkers, busd
tradiers, investors, politiclans, and buresucracs, And
b has 46 months seill to go. | have been anticlpating
this for mwhile, Last October and early November, |
wrote thiee artlcles polnting 1o 4 clear economic
slowdown in India, which also Indicated a weaker
bt A Tor wis
thtled “More dark clouds gasher \-1: n'umphaﬂ Just
won the electlon, and | potnted out: "1t would be
sulcidal to nssume that his promised actons would
be tempered by renlpolitlk or get bogged down In
the Washington 'swamp' or the ‘deep
stane’, Even I a part of Trumponomles
Is implemented, It will hit the rest of

As Mr Trump takes & wrecking ball 1o global rade
linkages, the impact will be devastating. Economist
Danl Rodrlk, who specialises (n globallsaion,
growth, and developiment, wiste: "The warld econ-
omy has achieved unprecedented levels of growth
slnce World War 11, Nothing In history comas even
cloge — not the Industrial Revolution and not the
nineteenth-century era of globalkzatlon,” The basls
for this remarkable growth |s surging global trade
among Asla, the US, and Europe, and reglonal trade

within Europe and the mlurlum

Tostering competitlon and Innovation. Thi govern-
et initlally mun dated sero chiurges for UPLirans-
mlm:n bizlow |u|l|.|.|l‘!|. value, making It wmmsly
tocard

Iuwalvmu Imn All this Iulpuu [] gru:lua'l culrural
shift towards digital payments In a country tradi-
tlonally relylng heavily on cash.

Isn't thvere somethlng slgnifcant in the UP exam-
ple for all of s to beam from and execute to enable
world-scale success for our startups?

e cenntearr (N g e Tiveandl coun ) f afevaddreg frds §lfe b0
winravelling the conmpctfons betwen technology
arl sctety

becoe smu:m.ly volatile, m‘ll!lhlplhﬁld\l Lumnh
e
from the same high mrlm, un:um miyriad ather
push and pull factors,

A thied factor acding tothe volatilivy s the stun-
nlng brawl that Mr Trump has got Into with every
ally of the US. The dollar's role as the world's reserve
st allowed Amerlen to project [t strength, vislble
U ls milisary bases across the world and Lnvisibly
through is abdlity to impose crippling Nnanclal sane-
tions on rogue reglmes, Mr Trump has chosen to
rip off the security cover that the US provided o
countrles from Japan to Burope, while openly slding
with Russia, part of an axls that Includes China,
MNorth Korea, and Iran. In other words, he Intends

e posaible by low
casts, Including low tariifs. As East

the world like a tdal wave from which Aslan countrles llke Japan,
no major econombes will be spared.” a Talwan, South Koren, and
“T'his I8 how [t hns termed out — so for Singapore started working hard o

Adter imposing punitive teffs on
Cinada, Mexloo, and China, Amerlen's
top trading partners, his next ungets
e the Busopean Unlon, Japan, South
Koren, Talwan, and, of course, Indin.
Whintever ne can understand of Mr
Trump's polley — from a recurslve
stream of consclousness — |8 combat-
Im. almpllstle, unstable, natlvist, and

closed d The Unl e mibnister has just concludied a visit to Washington,
and the government should share with the pulslic what steps have been taken, Glven
the importance of the deal and of major revisions te Indin’s trade poliey, the govern-
ment should inform the chtbzenry about how negotiations are golng, how (t proy
to move forward, and what sectors miry need to continue 1o recelve protection.
Openness of this sert dees ot come nuturally to any sdministeation, but it is worth
remembering that some posithve acts of economic reform in recent years — such as
to agriculiural procurement — have been held up beeause of the fallure to bulld a
domestic consensus In advance, Resetting trade with the US and the European
Urdon would be a step forward for Indla, and the government must work on bullding
damestie approval of deals as quickly as possible.

theday on which the colfes began to
emit its putrid smell.” nuck ld s

|sed. Any country that has a

lurm.lmnl:. uun:lun with Amaerlea, he believes, s
“cheating us”, They need to pay a blg tff o sell o
the United States (US). Coming next from
“Trurmpland are reclprocal tanffs, which will match,
btem by ltem, the dutles that Ameslean exporers
foce. By one estimate, this would create 2.3 million
Individual levies, How serious are Mr Tosmp's ant cs,
and how will they alfect us? The Intellectuial basls
for Mr Tremp's tantrums comes from Stephen
Miran, now the chief of the Councll of Economic
Advvisors, Inm paper written In November last year,
Miran suggests the Trump regime alm for a weik
clollar to boost exports, high tarlifs o boost domestic
manufcturing, and make other countries pay for

o
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the Wellses had shown how droplet

explolt thelr low-cost advantage,
thelt exports to the developed
world surged, China Joined this
wang of exporting nations In the
lae 19905 and wook it 1o . different
level, beesming the workshop to
theeworld, especlally after |t jolned
the Warld Trade Organization In
2001, Next, exportins set up bages
near thelr markets (China in
Mexles to serve the US market) or slmply to explolt
lowier costs (China In Vietnam or Thalland; South
Koren and Japan in Malaysia),

Parnllel to the surge In globl trade, the post-war
period alsoled toarlse In the US dolar as the global
reserve currency. Almost half the global trade |s
Involeed In dollars. Since the bulk of the Aslan
CXPOTLS Went to Uhe US, the trade surplus they gen-
eruted was relnvested by Aslun countries in US gov-
ernment bonds, allowlng the US to continue lssulng
more debe and Nnancing ts Imports from these
countries without distorting the exchange rate,
Henee, when Mr Trump Intends to uproot the cur-
rent neswork of global trade inkages, the dollar will

of dollars went tofight absteact threats at
= like HIV,

Lo dobal trade, global ir Jthe dollar,
and US securlty cover (which are all tightly Inter-
locked), all ar the same time,

The consequences will be nothing short of
catastrophic, especlally for smaller and weaker
ntions such as Indli, The US bs the most important
g ket for Indla, a8 |8 ks for mary developing coun-
tries, Indin's exports to the US make up 9 per cent
of its exports. and as for merchandlse exports they
are 1 per cent, Tled closely to Mr Trump's new
trade poliey Is natlonal security In all forms. He
wants to schleve sell-sulllclency Inseveral erlileal
wectors, one of them belng pharmaceuticals, India
EXPOTE I of more than $10 billoi
to the US In 2023, Finally, the country exported
$50 bllllon of software services to the US In 2023,
Although the "tech bros” that make up Mr Trump's
team ane supportive of the HIB vise, which allows
Indian software engineers to work In the US, Mr
Trump's core anti-immlgrant supporters are not.
These are India's two of the biggest job-creating
export sectors, That aslde, the best of Indlan com-
pankes are exporters, mostly to the US. They all
will be under threat, Unless something changes,
Mr Trump s o huge threat rlght now, which Is per-
haps net belng recognised fully,

Theanthor iz edivor ofuwwwmoaneyiifedranda tacee of
e M e Forenalmtbon: sMoreyfers

blgger than five microns can readlly
stay inthe alr foralongtime.” Winds,

Every breath you take

BOOK REVIEW
ROBERT SULLIVAN

vthe starc ol 2020, asmall team of
selentiststried and falled to

convince public health

organksationsthat Covid-19 was spread
throiigh the alr we breathe, Wy thy
Fudbed, mnd how they ubthmately won, Is
tha subject of Carl Zlmmaer's new book,
Alr-Barnie,

LIl 2020, explalng Zlmmer (nNew
York Tmes sclencecolumnist),

apeildng about tuberculosls,

Thusthe recommendation offered
by thie Waorld Health Organlsation
(WHOLR "Malntaln ot least one meter
(three feet) distance between yoursel !
and other people, particularly those
whoare coughing, sneezing and have
a fever”

Alr-Horne shows us how the sclentile
community came tounderstand i
Covid-19 transmisslon was less akin to
shots from agun, and more ke smog ina
vitlley. To explain, Zimmer takes us
through the history of aeroblology. and
I bl chetalled and gripplng aceount, he
ancribesthe reluctance of both the
Canters for Disense Control wnd the
WHOto nblus bornof un anckent battle

known as

In the IHOOs. wher !

|ul»srmlmlu milarin, mensles and

begin tosee germs as culprl In thilr
thieorhes gal ned groind — partly beca-
use toals had been Invented wsee thelr
postulated micro-organlsms, Startlng
Inthe 16708, Robert Koch Identifled the
bacterium that caused anthrax, then
tuberculosls and cholern,
Atthesame time, still more micro-
seople organiams were shown 1o be
wlrborne, The United States enlisted
Amaella Enruart totrack them by plane,
whileon the ground William Firth Wells
wnct Ml red Woeks Wells, a brilllant LT
cranky couple, not known for winning
over colleagues i thelr unorthodox way
afthinking. muppeuuul thewiyscanta-
bl
sehools. Thelr work IMILuH.':l.Ih.ullul\t—
reulosls was alrborne, Dioe measles, still

“miasmtlses” and u\mur.h:n!nln

schentlsts thowght that respl
diseases|lle Covid spread |Imm h
droplets, and that these

Mecordir bud alr
sl,mumyed halth. I the Middle Ages,
1 fever, And when

limited range. umhn.'dlm.:lm!sll
quickly tothe ground — llke "soggy
ralsins,” vouse the vivid If disgusting
terminology ol a 1990s health offlelal

Iiu.-nlum!nllunhlmm forthecnuse of
L7a's deadly yellow feverousbreak In
Philadelphia, hesmelled hugn:!'muil.ul

mosl conta=glous disenses
on record,

The Wellses hoped thelr resenrch
could protect the troops. warning thit
res plratory diseases killed more men
thin the Germansdid in Weorld War L,
Thalrcolleagues ignored them, The
Army, hmm.-wr.fm:umelmcmslmtln

coffee: " Thelr with

,and

¥ L !

[
“Thebearing ol these findings on
bl warfine b far-renching,” wrote

Theodor Resebury (In a repomwritten described In terms of war — the "single
with Ebvin Kabu), adentist recrulted o lggest threat wo man'scontlnued

i the Army s secret Al Infection | don Ive planes,” inthe words
Project, Rosebury liter renounced his of thee Nobel lnureate Joshua Lederberg,
waork, which violated the Geneva Slowly, researcherslike Linsey Mare
Frotocols biologleal returmed to the

cholera = that annually kil millions,
Thireigh the 19908, viruses wire

farinstance, carry gralns of sanc.

The reslstance towork ke Marr's
wikd flence: As Covld spread. The New
England fowrnal of Medicing rejected
herwork, while Anthony Fauel discou-
nited a warning by Lydia Bouroulba, an
engl=neer ut MIT who studied turbu=
lenceand whose research showed how
breath followed the physlcs of aeroso s,
of cloiids,

Thed ld Nk

Wi him, bt MIR-BORNE: The Wiellses' work,
his writings, per which i
e thelhvie

encournged the Breathe Anenvi-

Soviets o bulld up
thelrblological
ursenal, further
encourngingthe
Unhted Stasesto
budld wpehedre,
Ivwasa Cateh-22

ronmental engl=
neer, Marr hid
shifted her focus
from smop o the
spread of Influenza
In 2008, nehnnge
Insplredby her son,

Author:

Carl Zimmaer
Publisher: Dutton
Pages: 466

Price: 32

VErUS contagl sall
over agaln, But researchers like Mureand
Bouroubbawere reframing public health
penerally, balancing the warl lke defeat of
apathogen with a focus on bullding safe
n.-rwl “ThieCovidl9 panderml

||\|||I|.<| us
visible. Zimmer weltes, Air-Borne
hows us the wiys seeing where wa live

that endangered the
world and coloured the way Amerien
managed public health threats, BiI cmne, Mare wis surprised at how litle we
Clintan, stoked |n part I\\‘uﬂt.lllmalpl.ul knew about how viFises we e

I e Cabra Event, took s 1, and she w Lout the
reason Lo further connect publichealth | math, "Every year,” Zimmer weltes,

and natlonal defence, “shewould turnto the chalkbonrd in

q Inrly
browght home slcknesses from day

mans st and belng
prexd to i what's peshag '
beenseen,

The reviewer b the author af the recenily-
ol Dembili Exposurs; Resurveylng the
meuh Thmuthy O Nullwau J\vn-rrh i

Underthe George W Bush her lecture hall wnd d i)
acmindsteatbon, Ammerwiltes, billlons | show her stucents that part Icles much

vuzrus The New rurl. Tines News Service
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US cryptoreserve: Odd
idea with asilver lining

Trump's proposal last weel wasnt the erypto boost that fans of digital tokens expected. Its

market impact miest altoays stay newtral, If CBDCs gain US approval, that will be a bonus

fany other owner ofa eryptocurrency plat-
form had announced a national reserve of
cryptocurrencies, howls of protest over
conflict of interest would have rent the air.
When President Donald Trump declared
that the US would create a Bitcoin reserve
and a separate crypto stockpile, his fan base
took it as a move to fulfil a campaign promise.
But the proposal he unveiled last week seemed
like a bitof a con. For Bitcoin, the US govern-
ment will merely rename its existing holdings
+ asastrategic reserve. Noadditional tokens will
be bought. No federal funds being deployed
also goes for the multiple-crypto stash to be
held alongside. What'salready in the US ervpto
vault had fallen into state ownership as a result
oflegal proceedings against wrongdoing,
Trump’s pro-crypto stance remains, though. He
hasa stake in World Liberty Financial, a crypto
venture that launches tokens, plus lends and
sells them without intermediaries. His wife
Melania owns a crypto token, $Melania, while
close associate Elon Musk is the owner and
champion of several meme coins and tokens,
Trump's embrace of the concept during his
campaign had enthused crypto-happy voters
and his win set offa crypto bull run.

Last week's news of a Bitcoin reserve was
expected to justify and strengthen its rising
price. It dropped, instead. once it hecame clear
that the proposal was ‘budget neutral” and
would not support prices through government
demand. These digital tokens have value only
because people ascribe value to them, not
because they have any intrinsic worth. Just as
the works of Van Gogh and MF Husain are valu-
able assets because a large enough number of
people agree, and no fresh supply is possible
since these artists are dead, digital tokens ride

5. The

onmarket perception and supply li

number of Bitcoin that can be mined, for exam-
ple, has anupper bound set by the algorithm
used to generate it. Eventual scarcity in relation
todemand is what other tokens count on too.
Since their market prices lie in the eyes of

explains why it'sa high- riskinvestment. All
sorts have proliferated and gained varying
degrees of market legitimacy. Globally, regula-
tors have been wary of giving them official vali-
dation. Sotoo inthe US under earlier adminis-
trations. [ts Securities Exchange Commission
under Joe Biden had agreed to regulate spot
trades in exchange-traded products (ETPs)
whaose portfolios included Bitcoinon the
ground that ETP rules had to be asset agnostic.
Under Trump, if a central treasure chest were to
make arbitrary crypto picks and/or venture into
active trading, it would be scandalous. As a con-
cept, crypto arose asan alternative to fiat cur-
rencies open to state manipulation, so it would
also be ironic if the state itself began to move
crypto prices, The proposal’s market neutrality
isthus a relief, but this policy must hold firm.

That said, there may actually be asilver lining
to Trump's crypto policy. Acceptance of the
blockchain ledgers that underlie these tokens
could plausibly inspire a US central hank digital
currency (CBDC):say, a Fed-run token pegged
tothe dollar. Similarly regulated and kept
stable, other CBDCs linked to it globally could
go along way to protect the dollar’s global role
asa medium of exchange and store of value—a
major Trump aim. Quick, efficient and low-cost
payments across and within borders would
work in favour of all involved. The Bank for
International Settlements has such a system
being chalked out. It needs a push.
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India has some weighty cards to
play in negotiations with Trump

Neww Dethi does have leverage but should wail for Trump’ moves o gain a bargaining advantage

NITIN PAI
Is co-founder and director of The:

Takshashila Institution, an independent
centre for research and education in public
paolicy

Trump: Yo re mot i a good position.
Yo don'tave the cards
right noww. With us, you start
furving carads.”
Felensky: T not playing cards.

very serious, Mr Presidens. I'm very
serious.”
Trummp: Youe e playing cards. You're
e fling with the lives of mitfions of
peaple. You're gambling with World
War IIL™

onald Trump told Volodymyr

Zelensky that the Latter had no

cards no fewer than five timesin
the last 10 minutesof their infamous
meeting at the Oval Office last weeak.
The LIS President likes to think in terms
of e uld-.ihmh |m=1 Jpl]nrl: sl::nm usied

strengthen its hand and play its own
cards well.

‘What might be those cards® Let me
list 13 cards of a suit, with a joker to go
along with them.

T Conperate on 1IJm,ul!mmu,|a

ofleverage is the extent to which play-
ing them will create pleasure or the
absence of it in Trump'smind.

This brings us to an important point.
The ximnmhuflhm cards dependson
pnl s and actions that India under-

ke them effective. This calls

tion. Let Washington reg verified
Indian nationals at its expense.

Tieree Support the US dollar as the
winrhd's reserve curmency.

Four: Support the use of Swift as
international payments infrastructure.

Five: Reduce tariffs on a wide range of
impaoirts, and on some high-profile
item: hlm,p,du down to zero.

et of West Asian con-
flicts through the India Middle East
Economic Carridor (IMEC)L

Seven: Purchase more crude 1J|Jfr\:um
the L5,

Eight: Clear the dm for priva
investment in nuclear energy, enabling
U5 energy companies to install small
madular reactors in India,

Nine: Permit Elon Musk’s Starlink
services regulated access to the Indian
market. Make an exception for the
impaort of Tesla cars.

Ten: Opt for Western equipment over
Chinese in next-generation telecom-
munications infrastructure.

Jack Conclude a bilateral preferen-
tial trade agreement with the L5,

Gugere Purchase & much military

for and lit
gain permanent residency mlhe 1SLAs
much as I dislike reducing international
relations toa game, realism demands
that we deal with the world asitis.
Indiaisa swing power between the
USand China. and toa lesser extent
between the US and Europe. Without
overstating the case, India’s cholce can
determine which side fe

allow from the US. Do not rush to con-
clude a deal on F-35 aircraft, though.

King: Ensure that the military balance
in the Indian Ocean region is not in
China’s favour.

Are: Participate ina tervailing

for, well, duplicity. For instance, India's
supgport for Swift is meaningful only iF
there are viable substitutes available.

All cards need to be hedged. Ifthe
China card is our Ace, then it needs to
be hedged the most. IfTrump were to
abandon Taiwan and make a deal with
Lhmu s President Xi Jinping, the Ace
e rapid devaluation. But thisis
[here is a strong hipartisan
consensus in Washington on the need
toconfront China, and a number of offi-
cialsin the Trump administration have
ongly opposed to Beljing's rise.
saders, for their part, are
it Trump's supremacy.
Furthermore, it is unclear what Xi can
oFFerTn:mp that will canse him to give
away Taiwan, Despite all this, we cannot
igmore the por that Trumpwill
ureﬁ-rl:smakesgmnd bargain instead
of risking military confrontation with
China. Japan, Australia and India could
be lefi holding the haby, having to deal
with avengeful Beijing.

Some of the things Trump wants
From India are in our own interests to
give. Lower tariffs are likely to boost
manufacturing exports and lower
consumer prices. Buying fuel from

1 - Small
|l'punofl]w solution to
Indla energy needs.

:IiuI New Dielhi should not make

onalition against China i m thel ndu E'a

Trumpis
ummpdmg\k ith tariffs on Canada and

c'lfr' hil

easure or painon w\.'emu,mpolluml
and geo-economic issues. Also,
among the few countries that vie
closer ties between tl 5 and Russia
favourably. If a transactional Trump
only recognizes cards and how to
leverage them, then India needs o

inworld politics.
And the.Joker? Encourage a grand
Sand Iran, especially
hran to distance

itselffrom Bedjing.
Some of these cards might appear
cynical, some naive and some unrealis-

tic. They probably are. n sk, the test

10 PEARS 360
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pite their vielding to his
demands on countering drg smug-
ling and illegal immigration. It may he
bettertoseewhat Washington does and
dingly. Over the next few
onsequences of most of
Trump's policy upheavals will he felt by
the American people. That would he a
much better time to negatiate.

IT!UB! A !EQE&!!_I '

Unpopular but true: Bitcoin
is the most significant
monetary advance since the
creation of coinage.

EDWARD SNOWDEN

_

What promoters of hard work don't get about workers

MANU JOSEPH

Iz journalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netfix serles,
‘Decoupled

bout 20 years ago, the five-day week

was not common in India. Some peo-

ple in an office in Mumbai
approached their boss to demand it. The
boss said he had no problem with this very
modern global idea; he would ask the pro-
prietor. But, hesaid, they should knowwhat
the owmner would probably ask. “Sothe work
that takes six days now can be dene in five?™
Ifih eris 'yes.” he would the
office overstaffed, proceed to sack [7% of the
workforee and retain the six-day week for
those whosurvive,

den't think the boss was

week system. Over 1,200 employess had
signed a petition asking for more flexible
waorking hours. In an address to the bank's
employees that was leaked on the intermet,
he is heard saying that they were too dis-
tracted on Zoom, ", leoking st your mail,
sending texts to each other... Leall a lot of
peapleon Friday._. not a goddamn person to
et a hold of... [ can’t stand it anymore... T
come in and I'm like, "Where's everybody
else?.. We didn't build this
by doing that. By doing the
eased [hdeep] that everyhody els

Now and then, an Indian bus: tri-
archwonld say Indians should be working
long hours in office. Infosys founder N.R.

Narayana Murthy said Indi h

T2hoursawesk. 5
man and manumm. dlll't‘[tu’ of Larsen &
Toubra, uld 900 hours,

This is how maost owmers think even today,
notwithstanding the fact that they have
made peace with the five-day week. They
want people to work hard because they
believe that's what workers should do. And
‘work-from-home'isnoft theiridea of work.
Afewdays ago, Jamie Dimon. chairman and
CEQ of JP Morgan Chase, rebuked his

including 3 mdaj\ h:undt'n and other
stakeholderswhoask theirworkers to work
lomg hours offer themselves as examples
see how much we work, they say.

This is baffling because they appear to
misssomething simple sbout work. Entre-
preneurs, like artists, love what they do, or
maostofit, un\h} they dowhat they do. They

employees for resisting hi toend
work-from-home and returm tothe five-day

v ATE 0N Vacation. T'he\haw

days. In fact, that is what discipline is. Itisa
preventive mechanism that the world has
misunderstood. It never worksif vou need it
to do something; discipline helps in stop-
ping you from doing something you love too
much. People who are forced to exerc
cannot be helped by discipline; runr
addicted to running use
discipline to reduce runs.
What many business

leaders don’t seem to H a compassionate idea does
understand is that their workers' un"ke not trivmph because
passion is not the same as bo ses H compassionate. Instead
what \mrkcni all 'work.” Of S ol |Sn't triumphs when it makes

isusually sodreary  work—which is  economic sense.

etitive that noone Work-from-home began

will d.(uuﬁ])e\ arenotpaid S0 drearyI the!y o take shape long before
For it. A salaried person can = ocovid. Big companies won-
only take it in moderation. wouldn't do it dered if they needed to
Many of them like their el = maintain huge mpen-.l\o
home only because they if it didn't pay  office spaces in exp
have an office to compare brusiness districts.

itwith. Whenever they are
inoffice, they want to be elsewhere.
Timeand again, there's a rebellion against
the very idea of office. Now and then, tech-
nodogy promises to abolish it And each time,
the office wins, because hosses like the office
and they want evervbody to show up,
becanseitis through the physical presence

The passion of s

dwhat

ofthe othersthat they fully

they are the boss of.

then that the office will finally prevail.
Many entreprensurs seem tothink there is
lation between lomg

People keep rebelling against the office,
hut the rebellion never gets them freedom.
It just makes slavery more lucrative. Yoo may
argue that work-at-home is a major blow to
the idea of office and businesses are strug-

gling to get workers away
fromwhat's actually acom-
The fact is,

1find that naive. Mavhe most of them have
n really been worker ants before. Sala-
ried people whis spend bong hours inanoffice
arewsually of three kinds. A city like Mumbai
hasalotof the first kind, especially at the bot-
tom mungs They come very early; they even

rk aday after. say, a bomb hlast. But

(]\a( s because most of them live in such tiny
crowided homes that their office offers relief.
Itisaleap in the quality of theirlife.
Tused to work in an office where the
peons, guards and even clerks clocked in
very early to have abath and use the toilets,
for which they would otherwise have to
stand in qu back home. Also, singles
spend a lot of time in office because they
domn't have a home life—the reason [ got to

about 20 ye
gave its employees financial incentive:
tocometowork. The ideawas that the com-
pany would save money per employee if’
many of them shared a seat by making their
Presence SCcarce. Mipl [ d the idea of

know that al {ytohave ahath.

The third group of people spend a lot of
time at work because they are doing other
work. Forinstance, there was a placewhere
I'was clocking 16 hours every day because [
wasworking on my novel. There isa fourth
category, which inchxdes most Indians. They
clock long hours but don't do any work.
They just drink a lot of ohai and chat. They
can evendo it 50 hours aweek.
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Bangladesh’s National Citizen Party:

A new dawn or fleeting revolution?

On February 28, 2025, Bangladesh witnessed the birth of the National Citizens Party (NCP), or Jatiya Nagorik Party
(NJP) in Bengali. Emerging from the embers of the Anti-Discrimination Students Movement (ADSM)—the very force
that toppled former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on August 5, 2024, the NCP represents both hope and uncertainty

he National Citizens Party (NCP) or
Jatiya Nagorik Party (NJP) in
Bengall, was born in Bangladesh on
February 28, 2025. It is a progeny of
the student leaders who spearheaded the
Antl-Discrimination Students Movement
(ADSM] that custed former prime minister
Shelkh Hasina from power on August 5,
2024, and the National Citizens Committee
(NCP) or the Jatiya Nagorik Committee
(INC), that emerged from the same politl-
cal cradle on September 8, 2024,
The country was pregnant with it for almost
seven months. A report by Reuters, datelined
August 16, 2024, and Issued under the head-
Ing ‘Student protesters plan new party to
cement their revolution, quoted Mahfuz
Alam, who then chaired a commitiee
charged with liaising between the interim
povernment, which had assumed office on
August 8, and groups like teachers and
activists, that the decision to form such a
party would be known in about a month. It
further quoted Alam, who had been a key
leader of the ADSM and is now an adviser
to the Interim government, as saying,
“People are tired of the two political parties
{obviously the Awaml League and the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party). They trast in
(sdc) ue”

According to the report, Nahid Islam,
another of ADSM's important leaders, who
resigned as an a ¢ on February 25 and
Is now the convener and leader of the NCT,
sald that the spirit of the students” movement
was to build a new Bangladesh where no fas-
cist or autocrat could return. He had added,
“Tio achbeve that, we need structural reforms,
which will undoubtedly require some time”"
Mahid further stated that the government
was not heeding calls by the Awami League
and BNP to hold new elections as early as
the fall (of 2024). Another Reuters' report
l(:_y Ruma Paul, Krishn Kaushik, Devjyot

shoshal and Krishna N Das, carvled under
the headline “Insight: Bangladesh student
protestors eye new party to cement thelr rev-
alution” and datelived August 16, 2024, how-
ever, clted Alam as having sald on Facebook
that his statement to Reuters “had come out
wrong” and that “We are not thinking about
political organisations right now.”

The main focus was to maintain the spir-
it of the mass uprising and to consolidate the
government. Others also expressed the
same view,

Statements, denlals and volte faces-noth-
Ing new in politics-often reflect tensions and
conflicts kept under wraps. Was Alam
under pressure to reteact or deny his state-
ment? One does not know. There, howey-
er, have been indicatlons of differences
among both leaders-called coordinators-and
rank-and-file of the Students Against
Discrimination (SAD), the moniker given to
the organisation emerging out of the ADSM,
even in the heady immediate aftermath of
the formation of the interim government led
by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus.

Thus, & report In The Diaily Star, datelined
August 16, 2024, stated that a coordinator
and four assistant coordinators of Chittagong
University's ADSM had resigned from their
posts, alleging that the central coordinators
took unilateral decisions and ignored thelr
demands. According to another report in the
Daily Star datelined January 3, 2025, eight
persons were injured in Khulna town in a
clash among ADSM supporters.

There have been several reports of inter-
nal conflicts and tenslons, According to a
report in Prothom Alo English, adherents of
the ADSM blocked the Dhaka-Aricha high-
way for an hour on February 24, 2015,
demanding the dissolution of the organisa-
tion's new district committee announced ear-
lier in the month. Not surprisingly, though
a consensus was subsequently achleved, there
have been reports of arguments and tensions
aover the naming of the NCPs office-bear-
ers and members of the central convening

@%’Nzﬂm 2AIG

National Citizen Party

committee.

Wrangling and power struggles seem pro-
gmmmegi} ;‘uﬁa thrgcncn of all palitical ;!r-
ties. In the case of the NCE, however, faction-
al flssures are accompanied by the presence
of incompatible ideologies.

The NJP includes alumnl of the Shibir,
Jatiotabadi Chhatradal {Bangladesh
Natlonalist Students Party) affiliated with the
BNP, several students’ organisations of both
leftist and fundamentalist lslamist outfits and
those without any political involvement prior
1o joining the ADSM. They seem to be stick-
ing together because they feel that the future
belongs to the new party. What would hap-

en when the latter loses its sheen with time?
Signs of trouble are already manifest.

Questions have been asked as to how
the enormous amounts of funds needed to
mobilise for the gargantuan rally that
marked the NCPs formation were found.
According to a report in The Daily Star
datelined March 2, 2025, the Pirojpur dis-
trict administration had requisitioned sev-
eral privately owned buses to facilitate local
students joining the NJPs inaugural rally on
February 28.

It was a partisan act and a grim pointer
of this becoming a regular factor If the NJP
comes to power. Besldes, the declaration of
the party’s vision for Bangladesh ralses ques-
llnn?]t;ﬂlﬂar;l crueﬂf‘xht"mpl e-‘gbu-
ously referring to Shelkh Hasina’s-ruling for
15 years, destroying state institutions and
democracy, and making all-encompassin,
corruption and money laundering a part of
state culture.

A lot of what it says-relief o marginalised
and disadvantaged communitles, the protec-
tion of fundamental rights, preserving eth-
nic, soclal, gender, and cultural diversity, and
ensuring strong safeguards against poverty,
inequality, and abuse of power-is unexcep-
tienable.

e, however, wishes that it said mare
about the “Second Republic which, and the
enactment of a new constitution, are the
party’s overarching goals. Also, one wonders
as to how serlously are pronouncements to

be taken, particularly
because it says that the
party is committed to
a culture where justice
replaces vengeance, It
is liable to make the
dead rise up laughing
given the interim gov-
ernment’s relentless
and savage persecu-
tion of Awami League
leaders and support-
ers, conducted in bla-
tant disregard of all
Juridical falrness.
Will the NCP come to power following
the next parliamentary elections? It might
have enjoyed a sweeping victory If an
election had been held immediately after
Shelkh Hasinas ouster, when its popularity
was at lts peak.

Since then, issues like a steep decline in
the law-and -order situation, runaway infla-
tion and ecomomic instability have been
eroding the public’s confidence in the inter-
Lm government. Glven the latter’s links with
the founders of the new party, they too have
started attracting a measure of cynicism,
which is bound to be transferred to the NCP

The latter will also meet growing chal-
lenges from parties like the BNP, which had
their backs to the wall during Sheikh
Haslna's second Lnnings as prime minister
but are now flexing their political muscles.

Further, the NCP lacks a natlonwide,
grassroots-level political infrastructure and
aleader with charisma and gravitas. Its lead-
ers’ demands for not holding parliamentary
elections until the reforms are completed and
Sheikh Hasina is on the gallows are obvious-
ly ploys to gain time to bulld up its organi-
sation. Time, however, takes its own toll even
on the most resplendent of shrines. It can-
not be otherwise with the NCP: Its leaders
will do well to remember the saying. "Sic
transit gloria mundl” which literally trans-
lates as “thus passes the glory of the world”
but is generally meant to convey that earth-
ly glory is fleeting.

HIRANMAY
KARLEKAR

Bangaldesh: A backgrounder

A 17-member interim government, led by
Naobel laureate Professor Mubanmad Yanus
as iits chief advisor, took charge in Bangladesh
on August 8 followlng the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina. Hasina resigned as prime minister
on August 5, following weeks of deadly stu-
dent-led protests, Her ouster was followed
by a chaos in Muslim-majority country of
aver 170 million people and it reverberated
in meighbouring India.

Sheikh Hasinas departure from Dhaka to
neighbouring India resulted from months of
growing anger in Bangladesh. After the
January 2024 general election, percelved as
flawed. critics accused Hasinas govern-
ment of becoming increasingly arrogant and
serving its minions.

The turning point came in June 2024,
when Bangladeshis High Court stated
a quota reserving 30 per cent of government
jobs for relatives of veterans from
Bangladeshs 1971 war of independence.
With gover nment jobs in high demand due
to elevated graduate unemployment, stu-
dents protested the quota, which they also
viewed as favouring supporters of Hasina’s
Awami League party.

The Supreme Court eventually reduced
the guota in late July to 5 per cent. The rever-
sal was too little, too late. Violence between
the protestors and the police increased, fur-
ther fuelled by Hasinas refusal to release
detained student leaders.

The protesters, viewing Hasina as respon-
sible for the deaths of some 600 people killed
in the clashes with the police, began seek-
ing her overthrow.

T control the protests, Hasina announced
acurfew, repeatedly shut down internet and
jalled over 11,000 protesters. The army even-
tually withdrew its support after refusing
Hasinas order to open fire on civilians to
enforce the curfew. Un August 5, 2024, with
a large number of angry protestors heading
to her offickal residence, Hasina resigned and
fled to India.

(The aiither Is Consulting EdRor, The Piesser. The
views expressed are persossl)

Breaking Free
from Cloth Clutter

n today's fast-paced and consumer-driven society, the accumulation
Iod'dnt ing has become a significant issue, leading to what s common-
referred to as cloth clutter. The ease of online shopping, the rise of
fast fashion, and the influence of soclal media have all contributed to an
excessive and often unnecessary collection of garments.

Unlike previous generations who have always valued durability and
longevity in clothing, today's generation - the Gen Alpha born between
2010 and 2025, is caught in a cycle of overconsumption, leading to clut-
tered wardrobes, financial waste and severe environmental conse-
quenges,

Cloth clutter or fashion hoarding refers to the excessive accumulation
of clothing, often resulting in disorganised spaces filled with unused or
rarely worn garments. With trends changing rapidly, many individuals feel
pressured to keep up with fashion, leading to impulsive purchases con-
tributing to a growing pile of clothes.

Unlike past generations who owned fewer but high-quality garments,
today'’s generation Is surrounded by cheap, trendy options that encour-
age frequent buying. Moreover, the convenience of online shopping, where
clothes are just a click away, has made it even easler to accumulate unnec-
essary clothing The result Is overcrowded closets, confusion in outfit choke-
es, and a constant feeling of having nothing to wear despite an overflow-
ing wardrobe. There Is no denying that the fast fashion industry theives
on quick production cycles, offering new styles almost every week at an
affordable price.

This rapid turnever has created a sense of urgency among consumers
to buy more before trends change, leading to excessive clothing accumu-
lathon. Above all, online shopping platforms such as Amazon, Myntra,
Meesho and many more offer constant discounts such as buy-one-get-one
deals, and fast delivery, making it incredibly tempting to buy clothes even
when they are not needed. Subscription-based shopping models and exclu-
sive online sales have also encouraged unnecessary purchases, filling
wardrobes with items that may never be worn.

Today, with the increased stress, boredom or emotions imbibed among
many individuals, the concept of mindless shopping is being used, lead-
Ing to impulsive buying decisions. This has resulted in wardrobes filled
with clothes that were purchased out of momentary excitement but have
no long-term use.

Various studies and research have shown that a cluttered environment
negatively affects mental wellbeing, making it harder to focus and feel at
ease. Today, the textile industry Is one of the largest con-
tributors to pollution,

Overproduction of clothing has led to increased car-
bon emissions, water consumption and waste. Many
discarded clothes end up in landfills, as most fast
fashion items are made from synthetic fabrics that
take decades to decompose. Constantly buying new
clothes without fully utilising existing ones results
In unnecessary expenses.

As a result, many Individuals end up spending
large amounts on fashion while struggling to save
money for essentlal needs. Adopting a minimalist
approach to fashion will encourage owning fewer
but high-quality, versatile pieces that can be mixed
and matched.

This will not only reduce the clutter but also pro-
mate mindful consumption. Choosing sustainable
brands, hui,'lng second-hand clothes, and donating unused garments can
significantly reduce the impact of fashlon waste.

Supporting ethical fashion brands that prioritise durability over trends
can help break the cycle of overconsumption. Donating, selling, or repur-
posing clothes instead of hoarding them can also free up space and pre-
vent unnecessary purchases.

Asking questlons like *Do | need this?™ or “Will 1 wear this at least 20
times?” before making a purchase can help in avoiding impulsive buy-
Ing. Cloth clutter is a lfltvwlng problem among today’s generation, fuelled
by fast fashion, digital influence. soclal media influencers and impulsive
shopping habits.

While the allure of trendy and affordable fashion is strong, it comes at
a high cost—both personally and environmentally. By embracing mind-
ful consumption, adopting sustalnable fashion choices, and prioritisin
quality over quantity, individuals can break free from the cycle of cle
clutter, leading to a more organised, stress-free, and eco-conscious Lifestyle.
There are varlous reasons for it.

Cloth clutter can arise from various factors, such as: Buying more clothes
than needed, holding onto clothes that no longer fit or are out of style
and above all reluctance to ward off the old clothes.

It may look inmocuous but cluttering can have a negative impact on your
well belng and mental state. It also has practical issues arising from the
problem of plenty.

One can have reduced storage space and difficulty accessing clothing
and one can experience the a sense of being overwhelmed and disorgan-
Ised. It often Jeads to stress and anxiety which can impact your overall
wellbelng, But there s solution to it. To combat cloth clutter, you may start
declutter your wardrobe regularly and get rid of the items you no longer
wear or need.

Besides, organising your clothing storage, using bins, shelves, and draw-
ers effectively declutters your storage space.

Ome of the easbest way to declutter Is to avold mindless purchasing and
hu}'m§ only what you need and love. Indeed it is not a big problem or
something which cannot be dealt with but it must be acknowledged and
taken into stride.

It is a lifestyle problem arising from our Inability to be mindful of our
actions. And don't forget there are people who need your clothes so why
not give it to people who need them and experience the feeling
of gratitude

Let your wardrobe smile!

SHAINY
SHARMA
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A trade deal between India and the US remains a strong possibility

compulsians of both India and the United

States could significantly contribute to clinch-
inga long-awalted trade deal, laying the foundation
for future cooperation. While President Donald
Trump has positioned himself idenlogically closer
to Xi Jinping, Viadimir Putin and Kim Jeng Un-thus
lus]allgsz European nations-his administration saw
the need to counter China’s growing influence in the
Asla-Pacific, making India a crucial ally.

US Demands and India's Position

US Commerce Secretary, Howard Lutnick has
stressed the necessity of India opening its agricul-
ture market, asserting that this sector could not be
“off the table” In trade negotiations. He advocates
a broad, macro-level trade pact rather than prod-
uct-specific agreements, arguing that aligning
Indias tarlff policles with the US would be maore ben-
eficial for both nations.

Commerce Minister Plyush Goyal recently con-
cluded productive trade discussions in Washington
with US counterparts, including Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer and Secretary
Lutnick. The talks hold significance as both nations
move towards negotlating a bilateral trade deal.
Druring Prime Minister Modi's recent US visit, India
and America committed to doubling bilateral trade
o S500 billion by 2030, targeting the completion of
the first phase of a trade pact by fall 2025,

Tln: steategic partnership and geopolitical

In 2023, US-India trade in goods and services
reached $190.08 billion, with India enjoying a $43.65
illion trade surplus. Trump, echoing Lutnick's opti-
mism, emphasised that a trade deal s within reach,
underlining its strategic importance.

The Indian Diaspora’s Growing
Influence

Reports suggest that the Indian diaspora in the US
has emerged as a significant economic and politi-
«<al force, subtly shaping US-India trade policies.
Indian-Americans, one of the most prosperous and
educated ethnic groups in the US, have wielded con-
siderable influence in strengthening bilateral ties.
In a shift, a notable portion of the Indian diaspora
_wrﬁpnncd Trump in the November elections,
affecting the political calculus. As of 2021, the aver-
age household income for Indian-Americans was
£123,700-surpassing all other ethnic groups.

Between 1995 and 2005, they founded more tech-
nology ar ineering companies than immigrants
from the UK, China, Talwan, and Fapan combined,
contributing significantly to innovation and
Job creation.

‘The Indian-American population has grown from
2.3 million in 2005 to approximately 4.4 million by
2023, making them the second-largest immigrant
group in the US. Their increasing economic and
political clout has played a pivotal robe in strength-
ening US-India relations , including current on-going

trade deal dialogue.

Trump’s Forelgn Policy and Its Impact on India

reign policy has been defined by an
rst” approach, often at the cost of tra-
lis controversial actions-isolat-
ing European allies, supporting Russia in the UM
by refusing to name it as an aggressor, and poten-
thally attempting to pull Russia
away from China-signal a major
shift in global geopolitics. These
moves could have far-reach-

Ing consequences, impacting
not just Europe and Asia but
also  Indias  strategic
positioning.

If Trump successfully dis-
tances R].'ll.lfsl;u from C‘\ma.
India stands to benefit.
Moscow heas historically been
a key defense and energy
partner for Mew Delhl

Europes Strategic Shift
under Trump

Trumps presidency has
been marked by tensions with European allies over
defense spending. trade policies, and multilateral
agreements like the Parls Climate Accord. His crit-
kcism of NATO and demands for Europe to shoul-
more security costs have strained US-Europe tles
Trumps questioning of NATO's Article 5 (the

miutisal defense clause) could leave Eastern European
nations vulnerable. Europe might be forced to

ing any reference to Russka’s invasion.
Trumps alignment with Moscow signals a poten-

Increase defense spending and coordination, but a
lack of American support would weaken the
alliance’s deterrence against Moscow.

Indo-Pacific Security Dynamics

In the Inde-Pacific, key US allies like [apan, South
Korea, and Australia rely on Washington to coun-
terbalance China. If Trump reduces support for
alliances like AUKUS and Quad, these natlons may
strengthen security thes with India and European
powers like France and the UK. Trumps retreat from
alliances could create a vacuum that China might

oit. Belfing has been expanding its Belt and Road
Initiative {BRI), ollr:nnF economic and military
Incentives to countries In Asia, Africa, and Latin
America. If US allies feel abandoned, China might
step in, further eroding American influence.

Trump’s Alignment with Russia

On the third anniversary of Russias invasion of
Ukraine, US support for Moscow at the UN
exposed a growing rift with European allies.
Washington sided with Russia. North Korea, and
Belarus in opposing a Europe-backed resolution con-
demning Moscow, The motion still passed 93-8, with
73 abstentions, including China. Furthering this shift,
the US pushed a UN Security Council resolution
calling for an end to the war-consplcucusly avaid-

tial \ling of Americas transatlantic security
commitments. His plvot to Russia, ostensibly to end
the war, side-lines Kylv and Brussels, making last-
ing peace unlikely, though pressuire tactics may yield
results. Meanwhile, China sees a strateglc advantage
in this shift, hoping to mend its steained ties with
Europe and Washington as the global order tilts
towards an authoritarian axis.

The Future of India-US Trade
Relations

While Trump may attenpt to realign US-Russka rela-
tions, Russla’s deep economic and strategic ties with
China miake a complete plvot unlikely. However, his
policies could still reshape global trade and securi-
ty dynamics in ways that affect India. A trade deal
between Indla and the US remains a strong possi-
bility. driven by economic and geopolitical
imperatives.

The Indian gevernment will need to carefully nav-
igate these complexities to safeguard lts trade inter-
ests while ensuring strategic autonomy. As the glob-
al power balance shifts, Indla’s ability to leverage its
relationships with the US, Russia and China will
determine its long-term geopelitical and econom-
Ic standing.

(The writer is & political analyst; views aee personal)
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Editor’s

TAKE
A promise is
a promise!

Delhi Government approves financial aid for
women, seeking to set it apart from what has now
come to be widely perceived as political freebies

B perwerned by pta, has
Fppmﬂ the Mahila Samidhi Yojana, a scheme abmed at provid-
ng financial assistance of T2 500 per month to women from eco-
nomically weaker sections. The initiative, a key promise made during the
BIP's ehect] in Dalhi, s the exchequer 15,100
crore, The eligibility criteria for the scheme include an annual income cap
of 22.5 lakh and an age range of 18 to 60 years.

The Belhi along with , has finalised these
conditions, ensuring that the | akd has th d P
aficiaries. However, the n

has b

a period of time as no date for yet, despite
oarier promises of payments beginning on March B. Besides, it has also
been painted out that the eligibility criteria were not communicated to vot-
ars during the election campalgn. In s layout, the Mahila Samridhd Yojana
seeks to ward off any eriticism of the s Ibure,* which polit-
ical parties across the spectrum accuse each other of,
Indeed, Prime Minister Narendra Modi himsedf has aften wamed of exces-
Y it sch Id that burden and harm long-term
acanomic stability. He has advocated for welfare measures that promate
salf-reliance rather than direct cash banefits. It is hopad that the Delki
Government would acknowledge the Prime Minister's waming and ensure
that walfare maasures are not just a tool to secure alectoral victodas,
BJP national I IP Madsda i ) cangrat-
Minister for allocating the funds for tion. Ms Rekha
Gupta has a tight fi Anl Ik en, she the
appalling fact of Debhi's empty coffers when she assumed office.
Aumittedly, Delhi has already alk which are warth thou-
sands of crores, a probe into which th must h
The subsidies given by the Kejriwal Government in the past decada have
increased manifold. inguires into which ought to be the present
Government's utmast priority. The highest subsidies have been allocated
o the power, water and transport sectors. Dalhi's power subsidies rose fram
7202 crore in 2014-15 to a shocking 73,600 crore by 2024-25, The free
water provided by the Kejriwal Government was another big drain an the
axchaquer. The past decade has spawned an invincible Water Mafia cul-
twre in Kejriwal's erstwhile rits an action
Water subsidies rose from 21 crore in 2014-15 to 7500 crore projected
for 2024-25, Free bus travel for women cost a whopping ¥ 115 crore in 2019-
20, In 2014-15, the total subsidy dobed out was T 1,555 crore. This figure
neary doubled in 2015-16, soadng to ¥3,018 crore. While it remains to
b seen how Ms Gupta delivers on her promisa to fellow women citizens,
what naeds to be clearly factored in is the figure of T5100 crore and how
best to manage the resources for it
The approval of the Mahila Samridhi Yojana initiative is expected to
strengthen the BJP's party's appeal among women woters, a crucial dema-
graphic in electoral politics, Therefore, the real success of the schemea will
depend on its swift and transpar tion. With ition par-
ties over delays and additional conditions, the Dethi
Government must ensure that the scheme does not remiain & mare elec-
toral promise and delivers tangible benefits to the intended beneficlaries,
As the political of Dalhi I to evalve, the
tation of welfare schemes such as this will play a pivetal role in
shaping the public's parception of the ruling party. The question remains
whether the BJP can bal Its ideological o freables with the
alectoral necessity of welfare measures. Indeed, the palitics is the art
of possible.

| urge the CM of Tamil Nadu to draw
Inspiration from other states that have taken steps to
offer medical and engineering education in their native
languages. It is my sincere wish that Tamil Nadu also
introduce such courses in Tamil.

AMIT SHAH, MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
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Judiciary under malicious attack
by influential groups

In a democracy, some criticism of the judiciary is inevitable. However, unless there is a measure of restraint, judicial
institutions will be damaged and judicial integrity stand debilitated

andit Jawaharlal Nehru once
remarked, “Events crowd in upon us
Ins such quick successlon that we are

apt 1o miss thelr true significance,
This is particularly true of the unhealthiest
drift of recent events in the Supreme Court
of Indis, The customary reverence former-
ly paid to judges of the Supreme Court Is
Imln,l(( systematically deflated. Perniclous
attacks an the judiclary have become com-
monplace, Many are made by palitical par-
thes and poditiclans, Some politiclans who are
distinguished members of the Supreme
Court Bar, see enormous mileage bn pursu-
Ing that course. But even beyond politicians,
the attacks have been made with bmpunity
by the media, academickans and limbs of the
law, The recent spate of maliclous attacks on
our former most respected Harvard educat-
ed Chief Justice of Tndis DY Chandrachud,
particularly after he hung up his gloves on
MNovember 10, 2024, has shocked the con-
sclence of all r:}(lsl thinking people who cher-
Ish and value democracy, the rule of law and

the independence of the Judictary. All 1 can
say Is that that the viclous attack of calum-
ny and vilification set In motlon agalnst
Chief Justbce Chandrachud in the print, visu-
al, broadcast and internet media, and that
too without any cogent basls or tangible evi-
dence, by vested political interests and ven-
thlated by wnscrupulous lawyer politicians
(who ostensibly owe thelr alleglance to the
Supreme Court) s a most lgnominlous
develoy that deserves o by demned
by one and all in the strongest possible lan-
puage. [ ls Indeed lamentable that such per-
sonal and Ipolllu:;ﬂ antacks, led by politicians,
politiclan lawyers and Lawyers, have gone oo
far, nay ceossed the ‘Lakshman Rekha'

They have sometimes been devised 1o
undermine the fundamental independence
of judges of the highest judiciary, even 1o
attenpt to davnt judges or to sway the out-
come of cases and to depreciate thelr lrre-
pressible impartiality and integeity. The
uncongquerable power of democeacy and the
Rule of Law are belng sought to be subvert-
ed and subjugated In o most sinlster and
mizlicious manner,

Behind the fagade of the attacks on the
Judiclary, 1 see the evil hand of certaln polit-
leal parties (even avisibly supparted by for-
elgn forces nbmlcal to Inclias ineresis) io dis-
ladge the smooth functioning of the high-
est court of the land by means foul rather
than fale In a democratle soclety, some crlt-
lelsm of the judiclary s inevitable, This is
espechally so at a thme when there s & grow-

K‘ '

ing understanding of the Inescapable chole-
e which are open to judges, Just as declslons
of the other branches of the government
attract criticism, lmportant and controver-
slal declslons of the courts will Inescapably
do the same,

Into this amblence has been Impregnat-
ed the technology of the modern media of
communications, Unless there 1s & measure
of restradnt, the judicial nstitutions will be
damaged and Judiclal integrity debllitated,
The following features of the recent attacks
o the Judiclary have been distinctly ntem-
he persomal targeting of Identifled
(e atternpt to Inthmidate them or
ect them from fidelity to thelr oath of
ice to declde each case strictly on its mer-
. The unrelenting character and partlsan
!sullmnl aspect of the attacks, A censurable
eature of the barrage which cannot pass
unnoticed 1 how a woman judge, who was
the fiest lady judge 1o have been honoured
with a well-deserved elevation stralght from
the Bar to the Banch, was singled oul for a
studled attack by a senbor lady member of
the Bar in April, 2008 before her swearing
in. In April, 2018, there was also an unholy
attempt te lmpeach another former Chief
Tustice of Indlia supported by seven disgrun-
tled (a: position parties, Targeting judges,
identifiable because of thelr sex, race or sther
minorkty considerations, attacking them by
over-simplified and Inaccurate generalisa-
tons, caters to public prejudice,

Such conduct s unworthy of our country
that indefatigably claims 1o uphaold funda-
mental rights and the rule of law. In the face
of the onslaught, and under fire, there are a
few strategies avallable to the judiclary. It
would be a reprehensible judiclal response
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o cave n to the pres-

.) sure and to do exactly

A what the politicians,
\“ i

editorialists ar other
ANOOP BOSE

powerful interests
desire. This would be
acomplete abdication
of the judiclal system,
I, therefore, rests
Increasingly on the
organised legal profes-
stonals to defend the judiciary, to correct bla-
tant misinformatbon and to remind polit-
chans, the media and others of the precious
herltage of judiclal neutralivy and indepen-
dence which we have enjoyed so proudly, In
India, independence and consclentious-
ness are cherlshed Featwres of the judiclary.
Institutional protection for those features
st be allal;lllnud.

Political attempts to undermine them
should be spurned, Leaders of the legal pro-
fesslon, lrrespective of thelr personal polit-
leal leantngs, should speak up where judges
are unjustly assalled by politicluns and oth-
ers for u;nrrylnkf out thelr independent role,
The Increasingly adversarial and belligerent
nature of our public discourse should not
becorme contagiows 1o the erosion of the bal-
anced relationship of the judickary with other
branches of the government,

Legislatars, members of the Executive
Government and the judiciary should realise
that each branch has is distinet part o play,
without which constitutbonal government
would falter and fail, But o genulne desire to
protect and preserve the rule of law and the
dignity and majesty of the highest court of
the world’ largest working democracy, In this
context, It would not be out of place to men-
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tion that our first President Dr Rajendra
Prasad, himseld an owstanding lawyer,
described this “noble edifice” as the "Temple
of Justice” on the occasbon of the Inaugura-
tion of the new Supreme Court bullding on
Auguat 4,1958 in the august presence of
Prime Minkster Nehru, Vice President Dr,
sarvepalll Radhakeishnan, Chief Justlce
Sudhi Ranjan Das, his son-ln-law Asoke
Kumar Sen, the Unlon Law Minister and my
sendor and guru, Lok Sabha Speaker
Ananthasayanam Ayyan) and Altorney
General Motilal Chimanlal Setalvad.

I conclusbon, am highly emboldened 1o
commend to readers the stern mes:
delivered by Justice Jamshed Burjor Pardi
of the Supreme Court at the Second Ju
HE Khanna Memaorkal Spmposium on July 3,
2022, “Personal attack on judges for thelr
judgements lead o a dangerous scenarlo
where the judges have to think about what the
media thinks, rather than what the law says,

This puts the rule of law on the burner,
social and dighal media are primarily
resorted to expressing personalised oplnlons
mare agalnst the judges, rather than a con-
structive critical appralsal of thelr judgments,
This s what s harming the judicial Instit
ton and lowering its dignity, This is where
:il}ylul and soclal media need to be reguls
ed throughout the country to preserve the
rule of law under our Constitutlon in Indla,
which cannet be defined as a completely
mature or defined democracy. sochal media
is employed frequently to politicise purely
legal and constitutional lssues.”

{The: awthor ks an istemationally repeted senics kwyer
practising In the Supreme Court of ladka and
washous High Courts and Tribunals in India.
Wiws. mupressed are parsonsl)

Whither the women of this country?

SECOND
O pinion

ceelerate Accelerate action s a call for
Aurucm' V. Inclusion, and transformative
change. It underscores that equality cannot
walt and that all sectors of soclety must work
together 10 hasten progress toward women's rights
and empowerment. The responsibility for acceler-
ating this change pelmarily les with institlons,
particularly the government, Effective policy
changes and awareness campalgns that challenge
deeply ingrained socletal norms are cruclal,
While the Government of India has placed women's edu-
catlon and empowerment at the forefront of lis agenda- —
an effort worthy of commendation — the critbeal question
remalng: What about thelr security? According to the
Mational Crime Records Bureau (NCRE), a total of
4,32,256 cases of crimes agalnst women were reglstered
across Indla in 2022-an alarming statlstic that translates to
nearly 51 FIRs being filed ¢ 5I\uur. These cases include
rape, sexual assanlt, domestic violence, and dowry-relat-
ed violence, marking a four per cent Increase froim the pre-
vlous year. However, the NCRE also clarifled that the rise
In reglstered cases does not necessarily indicate an Increase
L erlme but rather a greater willingness amaong victims to
report incidents.
While urban areas have witnessed Increased awareness

and reporting, rural reglons stlll siraggle with
underreporting due Lo sockal stigma and a lack

of support systems, A report by the Association
for Democratic Reforma (ADR) revealed that
151 skitlng MPs and MLAs have declared cases
related to crlmes agalnst wormen in thelr elec-
tlon affidavis.

West Bengal has the highest number of law-
makers (25) faclng such cases, with 16 sittling
MPs and MLAs accused of rape, While the BJI*
leads bn such cases, Congress and odher parthes
are not far behind, These numbsers are not just

statistics-they represent silent battles fought datly
Iy women at home, on the steeets, in workplaces, and even
within pelitical coreldors,

Protecting the dignity of women ls the Government's duty,
vet [t is deeply leonic that political parties, both at th
and Central levels, sometimes shelter individuals accused
of crimes agalnat women for electoral gaing, Whether it is
elkch Shahjahan of TMC or Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
uch Instances ralse serlous concerns about politi-
ountability.

The BIP Government clabms significant progress in
empowering women, yet the party itself has 134 sltting MPs
and MLAs facing chargus. of crimes agalnst women.
Congress follows with 25, with AAP close behind. India
ranked 128t out of 177 countries b the 2023 Women, Peace,
and Security Index, which assesses wornen's status based on
three dimensions: Inclusion (econombc, soclal, and polit-

ale

cal), Justice (formal and Informal discriminatlon), and
Security {individual, community and societal levels), This
ranking reinforces the urgent need to accelerate actbon. In
Fesponse to growlng concerns, the Centeal Government has
extended its flagship

women's securlty scheme until 2025-26 to curb crimes
against women, However, ensuring women's safely requires
a multl-pronged approach, including stelngent laws,
robust securlly measures, swifl justice, tmely redressal
of complaints, and accessible institutional suppaort
foe victims,

Al lts core, the persistence of gender-based violence ls
d  rooted in Indias complex soclal fabric, where patei-
archal norms, economic disparities and cultural traditions
Intersect to perpetuate inequality, This systemic Injustice not
oaly denies women thelr right to live with freedom and dig-
ity but also hinders socletal progress, Meaningful change
requlres a shift in mindset-starting at home. As the saying

ncler equality begins at home,” and by fostering a

culture of respect and equality, we can empower the next
Funutulum ton bulld a falrer world, According to the World
Leonomic Forum, at the current pace of progress, achlev-
b Full gender parity will take wntil 2158 — approximate-
Ly five generatlons from now, The guestlon we mist ask oue-
selves ls: Can we afford to walt that long, or will we take
acthon now 1o accelerate change?

{The writes s & lecturer In Pobtical scieace, Jamsharlal Nehna Coleye,
Wuanpal, Cultack; views are personal)

TRUMP IMPOSES RECIPROCAL TARIFF

Letters to the Editor

Unique ID for voters

Madam — Indlas democracy bs set 1o create a new mile-
stone In s journey wward becomlng mose pobust and
transparent, Under the initlative of the Election
Commission, nearly one billion voters In the country will
now be assigned a unigque identity, making the electoral
process more transparent, secure and error-free, This step
will not only simplify voting but alse eliminate issues like
fraudulent voting and duplicate voter names. In today's dig-
Fal era, It was essential 1o make voter identification more
effective. By adopting & dightal system, the Election
Commission is ensuring that duplicate names are removed
from voter lists and each voter Is assigned a distinet iden-
tity, thereby strengthening the democratic framewaork, This
Initiative will enhance voter credibility, ensuring fair and
Impartlal elections.

Aimslnating the problem of duplicate EPIC numbers will
provide every voter with a unbque identity, preventing any
misuse of voting rights. Moreover, this initiative will pave
the way for future advancements such as e-registratlon and
digital voting, making the electoral process more transpar-
ent and convenlent. This historic step will further deep-
en public trust in democracy. Now, every cliizen will be
able to exercise thelr voting rights without any doubts or
obstacles, This initlative will serve as a milestone in steer-
Ing Indian democracy towards the digital eea,

RE AN | BARWANI

Russian strikes on Ukraine

Madam— US President Donald Trump on Friday, March
7. 2025, threatened serlous sanctions sgalnat Russla for
attacking Ukraine. Russia launched a wave of aerlal bomb-
ings early Friday, Iulln&; Ukraine with 67 missiles and 194
dranes, according 1o Kyiv, Most of them were intercept-
ed, but some did make it through, hittng gas and power
facilitles. These threats were the first strong warnings for
Tousala from Tramp, who had, duelng the election campalgn
2024, clalmed the war would be over on the day he took
office and even before,

He had then, as now, also claimed Russia would have
never lnvaded Ukralne IF he was still president, The sec-
ond clabm cannot be tested, but the first, his confldence in
Tinkshing the war, is being tested, as the war has been on
fowe two ninths reow after the start of his secomd term. Trump
has managed 1o strong-arm Ukralne lnto getting ready for
a ceaselire and a final settlement, After a heated exchange
with President Volodymyr Zelensky at an Oval Office meet-
ing. he announced a pause in all US aid 1o Ukraine, stop-
ping even the exchange of intelligence, Maollified by a “regret”
letter from Ukralne, Trump has sald he |s ready to work with
Zelenskyy towards peace, Officlals of the two sides are 1o
meet next week for talks, Including on & US-Ukraine agree-
ment that will grant Washington rights in Ukraines rich
reservies of rare earth imlnerals,

EHACGWAN THAGANI | MUMAL

Unfair criticism of Shami

Madam —The statement from the All Tndia Muslim Jamaat
President Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi Barelvis eriticlsm
against the Indian cricketer Mohammed Shami is quite
shocking, The cleric stated that fasting during Ramadan
is an obligatory duty in Ilam, and anyone who deliber-
ately avolds it is committing a sin. The Indlan crlcketers
have been held in high esteem worldwide not just for their
passion towards o ame but also for thelr patriotism
towards the nation when it comes to delivering thelr best
on the fleld, 1 can bring up the incident of the past when
Mohammed Siraj lost his father in November 2020 while
b was with the tearm on his tour of Australia, Though he
wis glven the option of returning home, the pacer chose
to stay back with the team for the series.

It was such an ematlonal moment even for the fans when
he shared later that he went to his father's graveyard stralght
after landing in Hyderabad, The traumatic state was fought
out by Sira) then because of his commitment towards
national duty. The same is the case here with Mohammed
Shami, whose commitment towards the game |5 well known
and who Is delivering his might n the absence of Jasprit
Bumral I the ongolng 10C Champlons Trophy. When the

ame of cricket unites all religlons, it Is unfortunate that
the cleric, by his rermirk, has browght out wnr bl

the tarifi local business-

e of America 18 all
sl for rollng out the reciprocal
taxation poliey far the warld,

And Bls particular tadng targets e
China, Brazll and lodia, all the major
BRICS countries, alang with Canada, the
EU and Mealco.

e, But at the same time, the US must not
Jorget that thi workd |s st on the jugper-
naut of unialr competitlon, resource and
Incame divide, SUII, the developing coun-
triéss stamd nowhere In comparison 1o the
traile Nigunés af the déveloped natians. In
the idea of tar-

anakd Tramp ¢lal Laril rates s
untalr far US products. Trump elaims
hat bl 8 changes more than 100 per cent
tael M rates, whereas changes

M falrmiess andl equity seems & |It0e vague,
T s pinve thé wiy dor Talr trade

lous times higher tarlffs on the USA, This
™ m I

P belore Initiating the idea of
1arift Tairness and reclprocity,

Toump 201 tale
racde conditions, at least from e American
dometic perspective. His wish 1o play fais

o all

for our holistic development allogether,
Trurg must understand that America Is
ic stabe, and I hailds Its aocount-

on the tardl? nd against

that hawe charged tremendously highes
amousls of Lail s an America will bacame
& costly affalr for the respective targeted
countrles. Although Trump achiesing this
traide fabmeas i definitely a chalenging
task, As the natlon will fesd, i is challeng-
g 1o acust themselves Lo the new eclp-

abllity for setting & balanced woild crdés,
1 juesit 't do U Rewr Lt with the warld, call-
Ing I falmess, A the same tme, Tump mist
atop taking help from Elon Musk, 8 smart
capltallsl Since Whe admialstratian of
America Is not like the rinning of & com-
Ny, whvere flsk-bearing s conditlon ed for
proditanly, Sometimes, curboss s Be gen-

o Just

sl Rarif gysem, i pralit of othérs, and we have 16 do 50
Trumg to achi frade 1o pave the way for
talmess soclety.

slon amang religlons and Is unpardanable as per lslam,
AP THIRLIVADI | CHEMMAL

he Fght 1o Bangain, compete snd chage

Kiat] Wadhawan | Kanpus



