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Amplifying misinformation
Meta's decision will harm public interest

he dacisi

dmckpmgimmzandxq)lamilwlda notes” likeX

Twitter) was tri byi change in political order.

Meta faces antitrust investigation, andl"msndzmalenbomldhump
claimed he was “very probably™
has, on multiple anger at fact check Mmchnd‘
Officer (CEO) Mark Zuckerberg also said the platform would reverse its 2021 policy
of reducing political content. This means more content on hot-button subjects like
immigration, gender, and religion will be posted. The change will start in the United
S!nls(USLMﬁamyﬂmnhu&rmsw!dlmplmlﬂcll!EmvpumUmNL

dits fact-

which hand
the US. This decisi will be treated on tv ‘thnln'g:ﬂ
platforms, It also impacts the of 80-0dd fact- i that
work with Meta globally.
i i fter the 2016 US el i
which were by rampant jon on book. The decisi
it feedback. Third-party fact checkers

were asked by Meta to verify content. Content rated “false” is downgraded in news
feeds. If someone tries to share a false post, they are shown a note explaining why it
is misleading. Twitter used a similar system until it was bought by Elon Musk, who
mplnuﬂhvmhmnunmﬂ!ymmﬂlowsuzﬁmcdlmnvdymmm

OPINION M

Budgeting in the time of Trump

Forthe uncertain times ahead, the Budget must balance growth,
jobs, and governance — and the recipe is distinctly unglamorous

conomic policymaking must always reckon
with uncertainty. There are times when the
uncertainty Is acute. The biggest challenge in
recent years was the Covid-19 Itwas hard
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growth in the face of looming uncertainties.
‘The finance minister had indicated in her speech
last year that, from FY27 onwards, the government

to tell how long it would last. The policy response to
it was, however, quite clear — fiscal and

debt-to-GDP the fiscal
Inblunt terms, letti:

itself.
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Ingover
more ucs and m::‘

‘The latter would create conditions for the growth rate
10 mOve to over 7 per cent.

We have seen, however, that faster growth does not
automatically create sufficent jobs or the right quality
of jobs, not just in India, but also in other parts of the
world. A large swathe of the population needs relief,
‘With both the €

version of a universal basic income. Like it or not, that

stimulus, although nations came up with varying
degrees of stimull.

What looms ahead of the Unlon Budget for FY26 ks
perhaps, even more challenging. Nobody quite knows
how the US President-elect, Donald Trump, will proceed

with his plans and Also
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Lastly, the government must focus on improving
psL
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and asset

the scope for monetary easing may tum out to be less
than what analysts had hoped foe. mlssuemlynul

puton
the back burner.
‘The Financial Services Institutions Bureau (l"SlB)

tomisleading posts on X, relying upon a reader rather than 3% I8 s o e oo fus be the e "'_;‘,;‘f’:_
party kwas by fect, the X ggests Ukraine and West Asia, notto mention iffs spells higher inflation in the US uﬁ.helleisvel!nnkdhdhuﬂlrep
thatit notes. Th h his own additions, Greenland and the and a of the dollar, at  resentative of the finance ministry. It recommends
has led to an explosion of hate speech, abuse and harassment, and violent content. Panama Canal The only known is that least in the short-run. The US Federal  whole-time directors and non-executive chairpersons
The first Transparency Report released by X after Mr Musk took over says 5.3 million the world economy must brace for Reserve has Indicated that rate cuts hﬂmmmmmm:uﬂ
were banned for abusive January and June 2024. This major shocks. The focus in the coming in 2025 will be fewer than m
isover l;nmilly i jod of 2022, before Union Budget must be to keep the anticipated. Post-Trump, other mm;mmmmm»
Twitter changed hands (October 2022). X also shares ad revenue with growth momentum going so that the sopmpttes wsay (hu & mcms (MfEculs. {haappolstzser ieciun Thewspon:
posters”. The combination of community notes and revenue sharing is a recipe for mmg“ ofthe Fed. ¥
mmmmnmmnwwmmmm Galngbylhellmmnsnllhe FINGER ON THE The second priority in the Budget ~ directors at public sector banks needs to be impeoved
get more notes system may also lead to National Statistics Office, the govern- PULSE must be the Issue of —itis today. A graded scheme
mmmmmmmumuwamwmedxmn ment is likely to fall slightly short of educated canbe the size and perfor-
by their opponents, which of free the nominal growth target of 105 per TTRAM MOHAN Last year's Budget had announced mance ofabank.
mmmmmmmmmmm cent for FY25. It may still meet the fiscal three schemes aimed at ‘The Public Enterprise Selection Board, which per-
with many individuals seeking out quack deficit target of 49 employment in the private sector,

and avoiding
Similarly, climate-change deniers receive louder megaphone in the absence of fact
checks. Mr Zuckerberg admits Meta will mthlshndsuﬂ‘ancrrmmmgfnn
checkers.
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Local, not global

Indian brands are rare in foreign marketplaces

inmmkhodmniotmldimn‘snsamndndaduntdadvenmyu(
Indian
opened up to global competition in 1991, it is foreign names that have
come to dominate Indian homes, Many Indian brands have either disappeared or
o:dedwmfmﬂmmpemm%zm&ndnmﬂ%dmmnmdmﬂnm
cmarketfor TV,
Korean, and, increasingly, Chinese brands now rule the showrooms. In cars, the
Premier Padmini and Ambassador vanished when Japan's Suzuki set up its joint
venture to launch the Maruti, an Indian brand only in name. Here, too, it is the
Japanese, Koreans, Germans, and Chinese that offer consumer choices, with Tata
and Mahindra & Mahindra being the only indigenous exceptions. In fast-moving
consumer goods, brands such as Anchor, Nirma, Uncle Chipps, and Binny's, which
once gave multinational players a run for their money, have all vanished or receded
to the margins of the market.
Haldiram’s, in contrast, is one of the handful of Indian-owned and P

along with an

as the FSIB. It too must be mandated to appoint inde-
dent di 2
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internship
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crore annually. However, the in

terms..

at the FY25 level of 34 per  the Budget was only 212000 crore. Idbe d ofboards
molcbl’utheveryhul.nﬂ.ummmhnppmn at all publis

the expense of by public sector  have b It that th has met A growth rate target of around 6.5 per cent, a high
undertakings (PSUs). Total central public the for job creation, or that laeldp\xukmnmmdmnm!puﬂhc
(central government plus central PSUs) must be main- it will inthe not taken off as view I target,
tained at the FY25 level of 4.5 per cent. and it cannot ! d

‘This could well mean exceeding the fiscal deficit
target of 4.5 per cent of GDP for F¥26 indicated in last
year's Budget. So be it. The imperative is toaim for GDP
growth of close to 6.5 per cent in the coming vear. It is
hard to see any big rise in private investment driving

numbers of jobs in the near future. The services sector
generates jobs but many are of low quality.

To alleviate educated unemployment on a crash
basls, the government must go all-out to fill vacancies
in government. it must also offer the intem-

PSUs/PSBs—the
recipe may seem distinctly unglamorous. Well, that is
what Is required in the uncertain times that the arrival
of Mr'Trump bodes.

2025: India’s tech transformation year

n 2025, India will reach two key milestones — Artificial intelligence: AL includinggenerative Al India faces a shortage of high-quality geospatial
I a $4 trillion y and s vital for Indla to leapfrog development in healthcare,  data. Policles like Svamitva, the 2021 map policy, and

Japan to become the fourth-largest globally. Its The the drone pnltcy provide a foundation. Nationwide
future progress towards becoming the third-largest of 10,000 should should be leted. PM
economy will d d be Al must be for  Gati Shakti, a Geographic Information System-based
Ing technologles, with McKinsey's 2024 report identl- master plan, should be universalised across projects.
fying 18 tech-areas that could add $29 trillion to $48 and models in PML
trillion globally by 2040. to hamess the blue economy's potential by creating

The new be AP llenable smart zones, sustainable marine
maximised In two key areas: Production and usage.  startups to build localised Al models. resource use,

India's swift digital In the $600 billion global cloud compute market,

and reduces dependency on imports. In a adoption has outpaced it Mhmdslbpnmurumshlmdspkepmdudng
Md.menavmkm:mﬂ@m Increasing risks. Threats from Al mis- fglobal data. The Clean

brands that not only grew but held its own against the snack foods flood from multi-
nationals such as Lay’s, Nestle's, Kellogg's, and Haribo's. Mare to the point, it took its
with J in the United Kingdom, North America,
Southeast Asia, and West Asia. Amul, the flagship brand of the Gujarat Co-operative
Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), is another notable exception. The pride of
hﬁaiwmmhnmllhmwamDOOmbrmdﬂmmmgiyaqmdudhs
core business of milk, dairy and g
hrm&m-n
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1hl.| year should be a watershed year,
transforming India into a “Product
Nation,” with 8 trillion allocated for
Research & Development to the private
sector. Finalising its governance and
would be of

mmﬂ)umnﬁ:s.hcmdh\gﬂzumudsut:smdmmpnnunmmﬂlsmw
amember of the Global Dairy Trade, a platform where only the world's top six dairy
playetssdldldlpmducu.mmemm however, MWMMB{E

foremost importance. Other policy
reforms include: Opening up of R&D
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across all mnlﬁ. Alm:ludlng defence, AIAY KUMAR

use, quantum technologies, and
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tools like
satellites, and drones only intensify
these

cyberse-
curity regulations, with penal provi-
slons, must be enacted across critical

an agar policynmeduapnuuusweanwl
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sectors such as power,
aviation, oil and gas, and health care.
‘The Digital Personal Data Protection
Act (DPDP), 2023, ahnu.ld be imple-

nel antivin:
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olls.m;lwuuseelheformmnhnuhhdamhre
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drone-taxi dm While rules for verti-
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of electronic evidence, along with

ports and standards for air-taxis have been notified,

v ith their decad in Africa gles whil from legacy th of an
and“tnl\slllml:\lnel.w"h"’ A network, are others i policytofoster  indigenous tools, is cruclal. traffic management, This should be notified in 2025,
thath: priority skilled A nodal ministry should nductors: With several fab projects
Thesbdnﬁmdh\dunhm&mgohalmnpeuﬂnn—whhmnydﬂm in he be notified to roll out ‘hnaol in key in different states of India, 2025 should
i long term PR e d it Hiice e Bamon
whirh buildin, 1- uf lndlgenous industry pmduaslhmuhblmem lpuce. and finance. A time-bound action plan for backend fabs, and Incentivising the ecosystem sup-
comings demonstrate how the habits of the protective licence raj have and key and post-quan-  plyl Bases, d
ing so that it is industry-led and byaleg- tum cr i aging existing tol viability.
wmmmmuummummmmmm:mmuyumunimm islative fram should be 2 in T
Ny L iowe ‘The use of new fe satellite capa- based
aldoim;sohnwmhtdmmecmuﬂeofupmmmmnFainmn« airlines booss and gen- biudesmmxbedwejnped. 000 ventume
nxhuiahm(mﬂlxmplnd:dxmcqmdm(unnlnmmgpdmm erating effects the 'wealth: Tech giants like Google, fund; scale launch vehicle
< G actions — creating pro- and Amazon have become tril- Indu 20
competition from the world's biggest airlines. Now, withsmgcmsltL ds has and lion-dollar data. India, asatop al di dlite usage.
Ammut, Rampur, and John Paul's making heady i by ‘ d ! ( In 2025 will be pivotal for advancing
mmmmmmnmm&nmmmmﬂmamm adoption. The success of Aadhaar and UP{ model to data. In 2025, the focus should be  new technologies through the right policy steps.
brands to become truly world-class. this AR ol {n
tech adoption. A road map for 2025 for a few key tech-  finance, whil rolting it out i 1T and
nologles is outlined below: and healthcare. Jormerdefence secretary
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Too taxing

Middle class’ tax rates must be rationalised

here can be no argument against givinga

consumption boost this Budget (for FY26),

even as the first advance estimates of
growth for this fiscal point to an element of

buoyancy in private final consumption
expenditure. This boost seems a tad optimistic,
given the mixed trend in lead indicators and the

overhang of inflation.

Ifincomes are indifferent even in the
organised sector, as observed by the Chief
Economic Advisor recently, it goes beyond
saying that India’s 10,4 crore taxpayers
need more disposable income. A focus on
capital spends alone will not be enough to
push the economy beyond a growth rate of
6.5 per cent, The middle class has done the
heavylifting on income tax collections in
recent years, while the corporates’ share
has dipped. Since FY23, personal income
tax collections have exceeded corporate
collections, with the former being 15 per
cent higher than the latter in FY24 and
accounting for about 54 per cent of the
direct tax collection (¥10.45 lakh crore) of
£19.6 lakh crore. Personal income tax
collections were up nearly 25 per cent in
FY24, while corporates’ tax payouts
increased 10.4 per cent to ¥9.1 lakh crore.
The skew has worsened in the first half of
this fiscal, with a 25 per cent growth in
personal income tax collections, against
2.3 per cent growth in corporate taxes.
Even sections of India Inc, facinga
demand squeeze, have argued for personal
tax relief.

Itis evident from recent data released
by the Central Board of Direct Taxes that
the tax burden of those in the ¥5.5-9.5 lakh
annual income bracket is rather high, as
the total tax payable by those in this
category exceeds those in higher income
brackets. It is worth considering tax reliefs
for this quintessentially middle class
bracket as well as those below it, given
their high marginal propensity to
consume. The sharp fall in number of
income tax return filers after the ¥ crore
threshold raises questions of undeclared
income, which suggests that the doubling
of taxpayers between FY 15 to FY24 has
happened at the lower end. Therefore,
efforts must be made to tax the middle
class less, raising the zero-rated income
slab from the current €3 lakh to, say, ¥5
lakh. A reordering of the income slabs may
help, wherein there are just, say, two slabs
between €5 lakh and 212 lakh with rates of
5 per cent and 10 per cent. A 30 per cent
rate for an income level of above ¥15 lakh
needs upward revision to €20 lakh,

The standard deduction allowed under
the new scheme can be raised substantially
from the present ¥75,000 to encourage a
shift from the exemptions-based old
scheme. However, a surcharge on incomes
above ¥50 lakh is not without merits ina
country with income disparities. After all,
the burden of paying taxes, direct and
indirect, cannot rest on the middle class
alone. The tax base (about 10 per cent of
the working population) must be
increased at the top end.

POCKET

Is spam being
reined in?

PARTIAL RELIEF. While unsolicited
commercial calls over telecom networks
are falling, those over unregulated OTT
platforms need to be addressed
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with their telemarketers (TMs),tosend  body supported by mobile operators, services, whether the same is applicable
chats and related messaging to wwb.ckinlmmprmldrmmdnndl to security and privacy of business
consumers, to SMS. Hence there isreasonto  messages needs a re-examination.
The OTT-Com s provided over the btlrv:d-tulhglppwprht Considering all the above, cana
public Internet, “untethered” from the interfaces, l(ml\-btpo-ibleto telecom regulation such as TCCPR be
pop——— underlying physical network. Due tothe  integrate the OT'T " d OTT-Com
above reg pa telecom cdnlng DLT platform, oviders? Ifnm,ltnuld be brought
he tel have However, the OTT-Coms are not to the regulatory Imbll isa question
communication (UCC), rnontd to spam over OTT-Comsuchas  required to be inter-operable as these that haunts regulators around the world.
:ﬁmrcfmrrvdm--pcm ?.Hmedurruonfw'l‘lsvn are not regulated entities. option that is always open to the
I8 defined as “any wlnbby for beinging such OTT-Com Mmmvrr mllhnin’rlshwinu Istotake proactive steps in
commercial also under the UCC reguls containing spam messaging despite
communication that is neither as per the The TISPs provide llmt—opn‘ble well-bounded, OTT pmvidﬂhdr their business interest in promoting the
consent nor as services (both voice and short message commmlunun services across same, This shall be implemented using a
preference(s) of reciplent” and service) as defined by 31 robust consent framework
regulated as per the Telecom Partnership Project (3GPI) and fowconmnug vee, Hmcedn and maintaining a repository similar to
Commercial Customer {ated standard: forced of the OTT “donot call registry” maintained by the
Preference Regulation (TCCCPR) 2018, through telecom regulation. Hence the mmmmpnuurywﬁmmour TISPs.
Aﬂerﬂw_xunnlmhg_thn Lxmmdmhub«ncnmdby platform in India. The tors across the sectors have
common and realised that the immunity for
based distributed I technology actsasa inflc framework to contain MESSAGE TRACEABILITY intermediaries for third messages
(DLT), a8 advocated by the Telecom qnm calls, Is it possible to integrate the 'l‘htothrr issue Il"mungc is passé. It is time OTT- look at
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAT), th message interoperability of their messaging
has been | ented by all the glrlrfnnn mmmmupamovn uscenbllny{mcomlnlng spam, TRAI I facilit b il
licensed Telecom and Internet Service “Com? issued directions on August 20, 2024, sothat uniform rules shall be applluhlt.
Providers (TISPs) to ot Originally ped by the Jabber that message fromall sending entities to 'nndlyh not far off as the Digital
from spam calls. ¥, severe the the recip be from Act 2022 of the European
penalties for lmdh\glp|m :llhthldn Messaging and Presence Protocol December 10, 2024. However, the Unlm requires all significant
not comply with the (XMPF) has been # pplicability of this to OTTx is m'TCauu (also referred to as
including blacklisting t lendlmcmlty extent by OTT-Com pi ibig The \memhlc their
fnrmmnwumﬂ\tdbkaAlon WhatsApp, and Google Chat, The RCS ~ Tech {IT) Act 2000 (2008) P vices
August 13, 20; used by le for business through Section 79, provides immunity interoperable with other service
'I'hmbmthcu data dbythe GSM  toall the intermediaries such as providers.
recently released by the Ministry of Association, the largest professional OTT-Com ’hrnnh lMl. Meta, carlier this yur.
Communications indicates that the However, the IT (Guideli Offer’
UCC calls have been decreasingoverthe 1o i¢ time OTT Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics  on the technical mqulnmmll toenable
telecom networks, Code) Rules 2021 has in its rules, 4(2) third-party providers to provide
Whie the LCC regulatons apply to communication Services  har“a significant soclal media inter operable sevies with WhatsApp
the licensed T1SPs, Iumvup;rP le look at interopcrabilitv of inte iry providing services Mmewwknnlnnvmtenbukynf (&}
for the Over The Top (OTT) theis tfi . primari; lndw nature of apps already
communication services (OTT-Com) r "““‘8*“8 platforms Gy e the identification of the first started, i is time that we incorporate
such as WhatsApp Business, or to facilitate curbing spam g he . While lauses into our regulatory
Rich Communication Service (RCS) fot calls so that uniform rules the (Yl'!‘-Com providers contend that fmmwofl as well,
business that allow Principal Entities %8 4 adhering to this rule will upend the
(PEs) such as businesses, banks, along shall be apphcablc end-to-end security of thelr messaging The writer s Professor, IIT-Bangalore

Warehouse-based agri lending has some way to go

Positive outcome rests on more warehouses registering with the regulator, and further support from the government

L8 “There is an advantage with high-interest loans.
One doesn't have to read the fine print!™

.. ouy pledge financing. The WDRA can work
Kushankur - i out se deposit, registration and
" State/UT-wise WDRA registered warehouse capacity curlty deposs,regl
2500 0 (500-1,000 tonne) warchouses utilised
aunched in December 2024 witha byfnm\tmol ves (FPOs).
L €1,000-crore corpus, the Credit ., » Repositories can also reduce eNWR
Guarantee Scheme for electronic 2500 charges to increase farmers’ access to
Negotiable Warehouse Receipt l n pledge loans.
(rNWl)-hnd pledge financing isa gm0 - Second, banks often prefer tolend to
welcome move to insure eligible & 155 traders or resource-rich farmers.
financial institutions’ credit risk. 150 However, prlovh)- sector lending targets
Warehouse service providers (WSPs) 1000 1 would compel banks to
and collateral (commodity smallholder farmers or their n{mks
management agencies (CMAs) enable ) s FPOs, as p fal and repeat
pledge lending as they perform a slew of II I for a pledge loan of at least €3 lakh,
activities, namely, mmmodty 0 s g ‘ ! ¢ Interest subventionand prompe
o HIP Y
rvation and management, cleari s KCC would improve FPO:’ bankabil
mnltmm - .‘ ly " I3 j ! mfn i
mﬁ?hn: credl:'rllh. o mrd llhtmmsmnm
regulatory environment is the cooperative s and new lenders to
mmhnpauntemblnmbmpwp WCipacky === % share of state warehausing capacly venture into agri-commodity lending,
finance Sowree: m e-Kisan Upaj Nidhi, an online platform,
uunm-wphy-\nnr livery of will rtducnnmm::‘ costs of lending
-commaodities came under loan nf €75 lakh and €2 crore N Inhlrwm-hmuc recelpt as as the platform will facilitate di
z;uhmqmvdght after the rt‘rr“tr o v P:: P: lcmmmy
and mcdwiy The nchunt will extend finance. However, the spread of rNWR borrowers and lenders.
ﬂﬂwupundmzm‘f— per cent guarantee cover for €3 has been skewed to a few States, Fourth, the government should set up
dbemmupmc“mdmlm lakh to €75 lakh of pledge loans for agri producing and trading high-value an independent agency or incorporate a
and dities and 75 per cent for commodities. trust for effective implementation and
(WDRA) asa mxurmy bodym oversee non-agri commodities, and eligible management of the scheme.
warehousing business, lenders have to pay an annual guarantee  WAY FORWARD Ahh:ghﬂ\empuhlmﬂl relative
However, WDRA-registered fee of 0.40 per cent for farmers and 1 per Flmmnmnlm-lnmlmn to the €60,000 crore market size of
warehouses remain 8-10 per centofthe  cent for non-farmers to cover credit risk. mﬂ -value chain pleqdnmcenpamdinwn -24, the
State-wise warchousing capacities However, howmh -chmu will insure u:wu' liquidlty and helps them scheme would push banker tolend
reported at 367.49 lakh in March Tear. Despite fetch a remunerative price, selling monqurl-mmmodhk-
2024 (see Chart). Therefore, there is a the p the sch how will the dities at an opportune time and,
need to increase WDRA-registered scheme boost pledge lending quantum thereby, repay loans, too. Thus, the ey 1 an Associate Professor at M Lucknow, and
wdmlmboon?wm'q. ﬁm(l,(meminwu 24102 guvtmmmnl’nnldpfomuvlbnm Banerjees bmedabad
‘The latest scheme includ pping €5.5 lakh crore in 2033-34? ng as enabler of " i
® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your by ema in or by past to ditor’, The Hirdu L 859860, Anna Sal, C
Stimulate employment Aggregators and platformas must look for thase avenues where short-term valuations, the investee Deutsche Land. In his crusade
cwud)mm-unpecuenlm and work harder to improve the returns are very high but gestation companyfhrms suffers a double against China and Russia, besides
s t itions of work far warmen. The period is s short as possile. whammmy, and wil be back at square  imperwious sanctions, he plans to
ar ther y o8 Inthe recent past, some of thefunds  ane or even notches below levy usurious dhties on incoming
economy, mdmhhmunsr‘ and the incl | by eiting Angara Venkata Girija Kumar trade.
Digrtal platforms stimulate for balanced growth. ther mmxmnmmm- has added Charme. R Narayanan
employment and incomne generation P Sundara to the accumulation of dry powder. A Mot Mamrbal
through the increased avalability [rrr—r] safiert feature of ©  Trump
and access to digitally medated pobs funds inthe fnancislservicessector  This refers to Trump is raring to go' Expectation of farmers
Legishative and judicial pratection Funds crunch with long gestation period lke (January 9). Trump is locking to This refers to ‘Stage set for BL Agri &
avaslable for woekers in India must Apropos PE hems sitting on dry Insurance, s that, imenediatelyafter  expand US' inPluence, both Cammadity sumimt tamorrow’

apply to them as well
The gig economy is here to stay and

powder’ (Jaruary 9), it is a paradox
that while at a macro level many

offers many ways for
and improve their careers. However,
burdies reman that discourage

n

irwesting, there is acl t©
vigorously push for top-bne groweh,
|ul to boost valuations, resulting na

PE
frmaare ;mv‘mdry pawder for

This, however,
does nat afford long term visbiley

the North, he & eyeing vast areas in
Canada and Greenland To the South,

e has laid clai Pa

(January ). The major expectations
of farmers are fai price for their
produce (may not be MSP) apart

Canal.
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Participants in the Chennal Marathon 2025 which was held
last Sunday, mou r

Medical tents
keep marathon
runners out of
the danger zone

sahana Mira §

marathon is not 4 run in the park, it comes
with its levels of difficulty for the athletes,
but also for the organisers. A great deal of

P
w0 4. e,
e b L ﬁ(- i

According to the 10C, screening and health evaluation are the only ways to reduce the incidence of cardiovascular accidents. pLE PHOTO

‘Periodic screening’ required to avert
sudden cardiac deaths in athletes

During vigorous physical activity, there is a substantial increase in sympathetic nervous system activity. In predisposed individuals, this surge can
trigger arrhythmias and potentially lead to sudden cardiac arrest. Understanding this mechanism is crucial for prevention and risk assessment.

heart with no other anda

i on the fiekl, Although the

history consistent with cardiacrelated
death, The most common cause of SCD iy
sudden cardiac arrest (SCA),
characterised by an unexpected
circulatory arrest typically due to cardiac
arrhythmia, occurring within an hour of
symptom onset, SCA may be

incidence is low, hereditary and
congenital abnormalities of the heart are
the leading cause of non-accidental
deaths in young athletes,

The World Athletics Health and Science
l)epnnmml based on 10C guidel

pmmplly For every minute delay, there is

a 7% decreased chance of survival.

Personnel trained in CPR and access to

defibrillators on the route and at sports

venues are crucial in reducing the

incidence of sudden cardiac death, It is
ial for race to have &

aprep medical

with prompt medical intervention,
particularly defibrillation,

SCD in athletes draws unwanted media
attention and emotionally affects the
athlete and the family. An activity that is
normally associated with health can draw
negative attention.

evaluation (PPME) at the start of the
season for athletes in competitive sports,
This includes personal history, family
history, physical examination, and 12-lead
resting ECG. Those with a positive history
or findings will be further evaluated with
an echo cardi | ECG,

medical team and plan in place for events
with mass participation. The goal isn't just

of sudden cardiac death is higher in those
with pre-existing conditions, and hence it
Is important that exercise be carried out
under supervision or with the help of a
trained coach, While sudden cardiac
events in sports are concerning, they
shouldn’t prevent us from embracing the
profound Eenefns of physical activity,

Through thoughtful preparation,

and

to identify risk - it's w create
for safe participation whenever puni‘tlv.

Health evaluations
The onus just doesn't lie on the

care Systems, we can create environments
where everyone can pursue their athletic
aspirations safely. By combining

ridk based v and

¥
stress testing, or cardiac MRI, as the case

isers. As athletes, or

recreational, it is important to have

¥ training with compassionate
support systems, we can help ensure that

preparation is required to iron out the logistics,
During the race, medical management is the only

tr;

thing that stands between euphoria and a possible

Over 25,000 runners laced up at 3 a.m. for the

Chennai Marathon, hosted by €

nnal Runners on

Sunday. There were many first-timers amongst this
number who took the 10 km route from Napler
Bridge. Seasoned runners tackled the half marathon
and the full 42 km run, concluding at the Indian
Maritime University (IMU) on East Coast Road, But
between the adrenaline and the cheers, there were

a few incidents, which were handled
medical director Lakshmi Sundar and her
first responders and doctors spread across al
zones the run covered,

Dr. Sundar suid that the medical team had

prepared for various levels of health support,
that were

some zones focusing on minor issues

uad of

8

with

treated with ice packs and foot elevation, and some
on non-critical care too, while the third level was
emergency life support, On reaching the Indian

Lakshuml Sundar mechanism is crucial for prevention and acquired cardisc malformations, In the Maritime University, the medical team dealt with
risk assessment. middie-aged population it is due to PPME demonstrated a drop in the kind of emergencies that accompany
The risk factors for SCA and SCD undiagnosed coronary artery disease, incidence of SCD by 90% In Iona—dlnam runnlm. such as hyperthermia
xercise is a vital tool for include coronary artery disease, a genetic This kind of screening may not be voung athletes from 3.6.100,000 and b
promoting health and predisposition, hypertrophic possible in mass endurance events where r (low sodium ltwll)
well-being. It imy; il hy, and arrhyth 3 the majority of participants are person-vears (o 0.4/100.000 Dr Sundar identified a case involving severe
cardiovascular risk factors like pre-existing heart conditions, weight recreational athletes. As event onganisers,  Rerson-years, They also found hyperthermia. A runner who had completed her
lipid levels, hypertension, insulin issues, high-intensity exercise without the registration form for such events that most deaths in athletes race was brought to the tent showing signs of
sensitivity, and weight. Multiple studies proper training, a history of smoking could carry specific questions that could under 35 are due (0 congenital disorientation. The medical team immersed her in a
+ have muhlillnd A positive (current or past), and increased ambient identify at-risk individuals, Such cardiac issues complete ice water bath, leaving her head exposed
! aerobic individuals could be asked to get a outside the tub, to cool her core temperature, Once
exercise und reduced risk of wmnary According to International Olympic thorough assessment to be done by their
artery disease. ) Commi dati ician before the event, Medical bibs The medical tent at the IMU was
sudden cardiac death (SCD) in uhlelcx. participation screening and periodic muld be distributed to help identify Athletes should also be honest in ecquipped with critical care and non
while rare, remain a significant concern alth evaluation are the only ways to athletes at risk. providing correct medical information. critical care beds, buckets of ice, and an
that requires careful attention and reduce the incidence of cardiovascular Despite screening, sudden cardiac Although SCD is rare, it Is a traumatic Ice water bath, alongside doctors with an
preventive measures, accidents and other injuries in athletes, arrest may be challenging to predict, But event that has a significant impact on "
SCD is defined as a sudden, Elite athletes and people in competitive  evidence points to excellent survival rates  society. Exercise is health-promoting and AED defibrillator
unexpected death due to cardiac causes sports who perform at the hlghest level after arrest in this group when the benefits for physical and mental
or sudden death in a structurally normal are not exempt from card resuscitation is started well-being far outweigh the risks, The risk bilised, she was dto an

bed, dried off and left the venue an hour IJm

The medical tent at IMU was
critical care and non critical care

uipped with
, buckets of

ice, and an ice water bath, alongside doctors with
an AED defibrillator. Other incidents on the day
included runners who fell on the Adyar Bridge and
suffered open wounds that were treated at the tent.
Another runner who felt discomfort abandoned the

race and wis monitored using an ECG.

There were many cases of cramping, but with
buckets of ice, they were able to get back on the
road. The first responders also provided salt to
runners in the tent experiencing dizziness due to

dropping levels of sodium in the blood,

The doctors observed that participants in the 10-
km run, many of whom were new to running,

What does exercise do? be, periodic health evaluations, A metabolic sports remain a source of health, joy, and experienced mostly minor injuries, This was partly

What happens during exercise? During A study conducted on the benefits of panel with a 12-lead ECG is sufficient as for all partich because of the lack of m-pumim SOMme runners

vteumua phy:k al activity, there Is a PPME demonstrated a drop in the step 1. The ECG needs to be read by a (Dr. Lakshmi Sundar is pmidrm of the hadn't eaten properly before the race, while others

| increase in il of SCD by 90% in lnhwd physician who is aware of the Imhan ﬁndﬂy nf Lifestyle, a board certified overhydrated, Doctors attending to the initial zones

nervous system activity, In pn:dlmused athletes from 3.6/100,000 person-years to and ind has been certified in race of the 10-km run, including assistant race medical

individuals, this surge can trigger 0.4/100,000 person-years, They also in the heart of an athlete. There ks no emrmmry mnﬁdnr by the World director Erika Patel and lead doctor Tamil Anbu,
hmias and potentially lead to found that most of the deaths in athletes benefit in doing an ech or Ml!ﬂd'lf demy, treated cases of nausea, sprain, ankle inflammation,

len cardiac arrest, Understanding this — under 35 years are due to congenital or cardiae MRI as a primary pr tion tool, dariak il.com) and falls. (sahana. mira@thehindu.co.in)

Let medical reasons guide decisions to perform hysterectomies, say specialists

Ramya Kannan

ational attention has been
sought and secured on the
conduct of caesarean sections
, pointing out a possible excess, The
likely reliance on more than medical

remaove the uterus,

In an article Hysterectomy across
Different Occupational Groups of Wo-
men in India: A Cross-sectional Study,
recently published in the Journal of
Medical Evidence (AIIMS Rishikesh
Journal), authors Gaurav Gunnal and
Sudeshna Roy (from the Department

factors to perform the p has
also become an issue. Calls to regu-
late have been loud and purposeful,
particularly recently in Karnataka,
But activists also point to hysterecto-
mies, raising the question of whether
such procedures are being done only
when warranted.

Does the social and economic sta-
tus of 4 woman impact the decision

to perform a hysterectomy? What are

of B istics, International Insti-
tute for Population Sciences) record-
ed that while five in every 100 women
had undergone a hysterectomy, it
was more likely to be high among
agricultural workers in India and wo-
men in high-dncome groups.

Dual trend
“Our paper indicated a dual trend
where women from both ends of the

the factors that truly the de-
cision in health care settings in the
country?

A study of National Family Health
Survey-4 data on hysterectomies re-
vealed that on either end of the in-
come and literacy spectrum, more
women were undergoing surgery to

c : f

Ith/ed spectrum exhibit a
tendency to undergo hysterectomies,
though for different reasons and un-
der distinct circumstances,” said Mr.
Gunnal,

For women agricultural workers li-
mited awareness of sexual and repro-
ductive health, delayed treatment of

- » @

gynaecological issues, and poor hy-
glene are primary causative factors,

“In addition, we need to factor in
menstrual taboos, the physical bur-
den of labourintensive agricultural
work, and a desire to eliminate men-
struation-related disruptions to their
productivity when it comes to these
women.”

The authors point out that finan-
clal incentives through public health
insurance schemes sometimes ena-
ble access to hysterectomies, Also sig-
nificant is the lack of alternative treat-
ment options and counselling, which
further pushes these women toward
hysterectomy.

Ms. Roy points out that on the oth-
er side of the spectrum, women in
the highest wealth quintile also tend
to have more hysterectomies since
they are able to afford the expense,

the last
Hrishikesh Pai, past president, chef
ation of Obstetric and Gy

line is that every woman should get
the right treatment.

“Any medical treatment starts
with conservative management; only
if that fails do we look at

in three months, This followed a pu-
blic interest litigation that alleged
“unnecessary hysterectomies” were
carried out in Bihar, Chhattisgarh,

“The immediate task is to treat the
anaemia and narrow down on the
basic cause - if there are fibroids or
cysts, We then put them on drugs,
and if this does

vasive interventions; surgery is lhr
last option,” he says. Dr. Pai was on
the committee that drew up guide-
lines for conducting hysterectomies
and ﬁxzd lhr protocol and standar-
dised alge for the

not work, we start procedures such as
endometrial ablation, and hormonal
Intra Uterine Device insertions, It is
unly when all this fails that we need to
a hysterectomy,” Dr. Kani-

“What is important is to maintain
equity of care for all, We must give
the same treatment to all women, but
we are not able to do so. Clearly the
yardstick is not merely clinical, it in-
volves the soclal and economic as
well, However, we are doing well -
regulations are in place - and moni-
toring is important in order to ensure
that no woman gets treatment that
she does not need"” Dr. Pai
emphasises.

Last year, the Supreme Court
urncd states md unlm territories
to monitor

Societies of India, suy: the bottom

) -

mmecmry hysterectomies with-

| |

and under the oral
Swasthya Bima Yojana,
Excessive bl
Excessive menstrual bleeding was
the most condi: dul
tion for hysterectomy,
many studies have shown,
“Ultimately, it is when the patient
comes to us that decides what kind of

treatment can be started,” says N, S.
Kanimozhi, obstetrician and gynae-
cologist and founder of Thaimai Hos-
pital, Chennal. There already exists a
rural-urban divide in terms of when
women report problems, she adds.

“In our experience, we find that
sometimes women only notice they
have a problem after they have faint-
ed, They do not think excessive
bleeding is abnormal. There is a faint-
ing episode after which they are
forced to seek care.”

2:@

» -

mozhi explains,

She said with modern devices, it is
now possible to do minimally invasive
hysterectomies, and open surgery s
rare. In her opinion, the baseline for
determining the course of treatment
should be the condition of the patient,
and the doctor must be satistied that
the only option left is to perform a
hysterectomy.  (ramya.kannan@the-

hindu.co.in)
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Damage control

Adherence to existis tons can
limit the impact of eart kes

We need accessibility rules that are based on principles

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(RPwD) Rules, 2017, violative of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,
The Court reasoned that the Rule was drafted
ina dh:nnumry tone whereas the
fons 40, 44, 45,
46 89) in the Act imposed a mandatory
obligation for the government. This was

he Supreme Court, in Rajive Raturi v.
T Union of India (2024), held Rule 15 of

his week, an earlymorning earthquake in
T Tibet of magnitude 7.1 and originating at a
th of 10 km has reportedly claimed at
least 100 lives and damaged buildings and hous-
es. The tremors from the quake were felt in Nepal
as well as parts of Bihar and even New Delhi,
thousands of kilometres away. The main earth-
x]‘unewutollmdbynlemmndknmdu 1
centre had been located closer to India,
Jamage coukd have been manifold. Earth-
zullm in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of
read in the country. Memories of two deadly

as Rule 15 was a statutory provision
under whkh the nctwlbﬂky mldcllnn of

notified. mmpln Im:lude the Ministry nl
Housing md Urban Affairs’ guidelines for creating
barrier-free environments, the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways’ bus body code, and
other accessibility standards established by the
Ministries of Sports, Culture, and Information
and Broadcasting.

The Court observed that these guidelines
allowed discretion to the ministries and
dep-rlmmt-, which is antithetical to the

quakes in Nepal in April and May of 2015 |hn
kulcd at least 9,000 and caused
damage still bubble up. The tectonic plates are
the gigantic shards into which Earth is broken up,
Layered on them are the continents and the seas,
These plates are constantly in motion - colliding
with, ing with, or sliding past ane another,
The Indfan plll! collided with the Eurasian plate
and the crust tlted upwards, creating the Hima-
layas. The fractured zones along which they inte-
ract create the fault lines where earthquakes oc-
cur. By studying these faults and the pattern of
past earthquakes, seismologists can estimate
how much latent e at these fault lines,
which can run thousands of miles, has been re-
Jeased and how much of it still resides in them,
Sclentists have warned of a massive, over-
due earthquake in the Garhwal-K range
because of what is known about the pattern of
quakes in the region, The records of the last 300
years suggest that those that have occurred have
not released all the rn« up energy and that is
why there is a broad consensus among m
that an 8-magnitude temblor is overdue, Unf
nately, predicting the day and time is outside the
ambit of current science. Thus, the best we can
hope for is insulation against the projected dam-
age. 1t is in this context that infrastructure deve-
lopment in the Himalayan region must be
viewed. While several of these projects are in-
tended to smooth the movement of people and
goods, the recurrent landslides and glacial lake
outbursts that wash away dams,

of the Act.
striking dmm Rule 15 also meant that the
accessibility guidelines notified under the Rule
lost their statutory authority. As a result, the
Court gave the government three months to
develop minimum mandatory accessibility
requirements to govern all the sectors.

The it s a stark reminder of how
accessibility guidelines have been cruud In silos
without the of
that will ensure universality and Innemcuumllly
to those guidelines. Thus, while
guidelines, there needs to be a shift towards a
principle-based framework on accessibility rules.

The idea of accessibility
The Court deliberated in deull on the difference
between accessibility and reasonable

and
accommodation both originate within the
principles of substantive equality of the
G A ibility is now "

right woven throughout the United Nations
Convention on the Rigm of Persons with
dabilities. C bl

1 s facil of suk
equality where specific challenges are dealt with
in a specific context. Therefore, both concepts
should be understood as in ndent and
com ntary to each other, where accessibility
builds the edifice through standardised

projects, and roads serve as a constant remindk

Is from the outset, while
dation ensures taflored

of the inherent fragility of the region, Every form
of infrastructure in the region - power plant or
dam ~ must take into account the imminence of a
major earthquake and the associated costs fac-
tored into planning. Adhering to already existing
building codes, not only in the Himalayas but in
the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can go a
long way in limiting the inevitable damage.

Winter contest

Assembly elections to Delhi have an
oversized importance

he Delhi Assembly elections on February
Tshmmbelhlpalummm between

the incumbent Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The Con-
jgress, once the most popular party in the nation-
al capital, is struggling to regain at least part of its
lost prominence, Delhi Is not a full-fledged State,
and its unique and convoluted governance de-
sign often sets the Centre and the State govern-
ment on a collision course. Still, there is national
spotlight on Delhi politics, which the AAP and the
BIP have dominated since 2012, Since then, the
voters in Delhi swung overwhelmingly in fa-
vour of the AAP in Assembly elections and the
BIP in Lok Sabha elections. The AAP nurtures na-
tional ambitions and its chief, Arvind Kejriwal,
fashions himself as a challenger to Prime Minister

solutions for those individuals who might still
face Imu-lbwty in a specific context.
The idea nhccﬂdwhykmuudt and the

| and tools

Shashank Pandey

Lawyer and founder
of the Politics and
Disability Forum

Law student at Dr.
Ram Manchar Lohlya
National Law
University, Lucknow

The new
accessibility
rules must be
direct.
understandable,
and practical to
ensure effective

have evolved regularly. For instance, with the
advent of Artificial Intelligence and the Internet of
Things and their incorparation into social
Interactions, the understanding of digital
accessibility has evolved simultaneously. This
makes it to modify the nature, extent,
ly accessible tools that can
Inclusivity.

The shifting threshold also needs to be
understood in the context of phased realisation of
accessibility. The Court in Rafive Raturi observed
that the existing guidelines are framed in a way
that establishes Jong-term goals of accessibility
wtlhmu setting the minimum standards requiring

Hence, the
hold shall be ana

adverse impact on the needs and concerns of
persons with disabilities. Social audits play a vital
role in developing and strengthening the
accountability of the government and service
providers, For instance, regular soclal audits of
schemes providing assistance technologies to
persons with disabilities can assess the
bottlenecks in the de of services, identify
the changing needs of individuals, and provide
better devices.

However, due to the lack of standardised
guidelines under the RPwD Rules, there is no
clarity on the scope and methodology of sockal
audits, This might lead to inconsistencies among
the Centre and the States, lack of awareness, and

sliding scale wherein the baseline moves forward
at periodical intervals. Canada has developed a
comprehensive road map to achieve full
accessibility by 2040, focusing on harmonising
standards across the country through two work
streams, with periodic reviews every five years to
adapt to changing needs,

The RPwD Act defines barriers in the broadest
form possible, wherein intangible barriers such
as attitudinal barriers are recognised in addition
to tangible barriers such as infrastructure, This
has modified how accessibility is viewed and
understood within physical and dlpul
ecosystems. Thus, it is necessary

training for auditors, Therefore, clear
guidelines and operationalisation of social audits
at a lurger scale will help identify the cha

nature of disability-related chall and
targeted interventions to enhance service
delivery through concerned schemes and
programimes.

Mammhmmh
ibility rules across

lnd mlnil\rln lullered from bureaucratic
their date, There were

0o many and often i
b from multiple

accessibility parameters in theory and prudm w0
overcome tangible and intangible barriers, For
instance, the evolving understanding of disability
Is an aspect that informs the attitude of soclety
and, hence, directly relates to the attitudinal
barrier, Thus, accessibility must also align with
this evolution of disabil ling to be
truly inclusive.

The understanding of universal design has also
evolved over time. It is not just limited to persons
with disabilities but also includes every
vulnerable community, such as women, children,
and the elderly. This reflects a tacit fon of

that { the complying entities, For
instance, a sporting complex has multiple
Ruidelines for accessibility from the Ministry of
Urban Atfairs and Housing, Sports, Transport,
and others, This led to not just a fallure to
provide ob also |

q

During the proceeding under the redressal
mechanism, the complex and overlapping
Ruidelines also del the relief sought by
persons with disabilities,
The new accessibility rules must be direct,
understandable, u#”d practical m1 ensure effective
4 ’ y

lhe umvcmlny of dluhﬂlty which is not

to perform
but rather the mmpodthn of the nw!nmm: in
which one operates. Disability may arise from a
high cognitive m)rl:lmd cnmlm an Inlh(llty to
focus and cont lly broken

department/ministry jurisdiction that plagued
the earlier rules d also be addressed by
having a nodal authority, ideally, the sector
regulators, and in the absence of it, the Ministry
of Sodnl]uukc and Empowerment shoul

on rules,

limbs, of ramps to

mother, age-related complk:lm etc. Thus, the
rules should be UCTOSS groups,
providing accessi Ihylmhenmerllumemd
not exclusive to persons with disabilities,

Compliance with social audit
s«:ﬂm«d:mnwnmmmc«mu

nuchl m&sddlmrﬂh}?\ﬂmnl\d

P to ensure they do not have an

The dead lhle for re the new

accessibility guidelines is Fel , subject to
Thus, there is a for diverse

sectors, both private and public, beyond sockal
services such as financial, technological,
transport, to deliberate upon the minimum rules
of accessibility. This isn't just warranted by the
legislative mandate of the RPwD Act but also a
market incentive to tap into the large population
base by providing accessible products and
services,

Section 152 of BNS should not become a proxy for sedition

Singh v. State of Rajasthan (2024),
cautioned against using Section 152 of the
Bharatlya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) as a tool to stifle
legitimate dissent. In 2022, before the BNS was
enacted, the Supreme Court had suspended
pending criminal trials and court proceedings
under Section 124A (sedition) of the Indian Penal
Code (1PC) until the government reconsidered the
Law. This was followed by a verbal prockimation
by the Union Home Minister that ‘sedition’ would
be repealed as an offence. Section 152 of the BNS
crlmlmliun any act exciting uceld;m..llrmed
ities. It also
aimhullul acts enuuurﬁl‘ feelings of

The Rajasthan High Court, in Tejender Pal

unity,

Narendra Modi. In the run-up to the el
the AAP has had its image of incorruptibility and
of being a platform for the commoner severely
stained by corruption allegations against Mr, Kej-
riwal and several of his colleagues. It is true that
the central investigative agencies are selective in
their anti-corruption probe, but that does not ab-
solve MPufunpldon The fnqmnl mMm with
the 1 d by the
Centre have made it difficult for the party to de-

liver on what it has promised, even as it makes a
bid for a fourth term.

The BJP is pitching a double-engine govern-
ment that will put an end to the tussle between
the two powers that control Delhi. The election is
likely to bring up Issues concerning the integrity
of the election process itself. The AAP has -ub
mitted to the Election Commission that the
names of bona fide voters are being
from the el | rolls. When ing the
elections, the Chief Election Commissioner
sought to allay these fears saying deletion of
names was not possible without adhering to
strict protocols, and every party has the right w
raise objections at various stages. In response,
the BIP has said that the AAP is worried that flle-
gal Rohln({u and Bangladeshi immigrants who
are benefiting from the party’s welfare schemes
will be struck off the list. The results, scheduled
to be announced on February 8, will also be a test
of the strength, the strategies, and the coberence
of the parties ranged against the BJP. While the
AAP and the Congress fought the Lok Sabha elec
tions with a seat-sharing ent as INDIA
partners in an attempt to defeat the BJP, they are
opposing each other in this fight. For the BJP that
considers every election as a life-and-death mat-
ter, Delhi is even more so,

Kan

Pushkar Anand

Assistant Professor at
the University of Delv

Smmd.mcmn kmmmdy InSecllunlsz
lowers the thresh

n':f:e lpudl in d«mnlniru the offence rather

of the offence, especially in the mmen of social
media. Even if a person does not have the
malicious intent to Incite activities or ieellnﬁ
prohibited under Section 152, they can still
considered Hable for the offence if they share a
post knowing it will reach a larger audience and
may provoke such activities or feelings. This
would be sufficient to arrest a person and
prosecute them for commission of the offence
under Section 152, which is cognisable and
non-bailable. The lack of a statutory requirement
to prima facie establish a causal li between
the speech and its actual consequence before
depriving the accused of personal liberty renders

the ‘speech’ on its own. For
instance, in Balwant Singh and Anr v. State of
Punjab (1995), the Court drew a line of
demarcation between casual sloganeering H}:’:l:‘

P or quiring a
causal nexus between the act and its impact for it
to amount to an offence of sedition, Further, in
Javed Ahmad Hazam v. State of Maharashtra and
Ors (2024), the Court said the “effect of the words
must be judged from the standards of reasonable,
strong-minded, firm and courageous men, and
not those of weak and vacillating minds.."
Moreover, in Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar
(1962) lhl.' Court had differentiated ‘disl ty

ment’ from ‘strongly worded

and hnqrny of India. whlle uu BNS does not Shiving Tripathi Section 152 amenable to abuse much like its crm:um nﬂ government and its policies’.
formally use the term “sedition’, the Rajasthan Doctorsl Candidate st | Predecessor, and has the potential to instill a Given the lack of inbuilt safeguards in Section
High Court's recent decision hints that the Banaras Mindu chilling effect on free l:-ch The potential for ﬁrﬂvu its abuse, these interpretations
spectre of sedition still looms large in the BNS. University abuse of the sedition:l is clearly guide the enforcement authorities in
borne out by data of the National Crime Records applying this provision. Mareover, the Supreme
Problems with Section 152 Bureau (NCRB) regarding Section 124A of the IPC. | Court should, when it gets the earliest
ﬂm.s«mmszmswnﬂmum ‘acts The lack of a Qnulmpﬂnnmdbﬂwrmmlhnd Pp craﬁuneld idelines for the
1 the lgnty, unity, and Imegrlty statutory 2020 for sedition, only 12 people were the
of India. what 0 in seven cases. More importantly, this was the boundaries for the terms used under Section 152
endangerment under Section 152 h- not been S 1 | situation when Section 124A IPC was relatively BNS, as it did with respect to ‘arrest’ in D.K. Basu
defined in the statute. This renders the provi A caunl and mare specific in comparison to v. Statte of West Bengal. This will ensure that the
vague, and ble to exp P linkage Section 152 of the BNS, Unfortunately, the NCRB | provision does not become a proxy for the
f dingly, a the speech and | data, and the benefit of hindsight reganding abuse | offence of sedition.
speech criticising a prominent historical or Its actual o( Section IMA seem to have no bearing in It Is important to provide liberal lp-ce o
political figure, or sympathising with a « q the of Section 152 of the BNS, | thoughts, beliefs and c)q:wnﬂnm. and to subject
mv«ihlpuhlk:’kum.nuybommfuvdn ofore v them all to unimpeded crit
g the ‘unity and integrity ofIndl for | or ety ™ | The way forward the ge ofsoia k. We new o 40 b-g
initiating legal action against a person. In the ersonal lberty In the past, the judiclary has consistently adopted | the concept of ‘marketplace of ideay’, as
current sociopolitical emlmnmem thatappears | Personal IBery oo sequentialist interpretation to strike a envisioned by Justice Holmes in Abrams v, United
penal renders Sectlon | cyrefyl balance between national interest and the | States, because the best test of truth will always
provision vrhhoul inbuilt :htclu for abuse may be | 152 amenable o freedom of expression, The Supreme Court has hc the mmhl of an idea to get itself accepted in
used to stifle dissent and criticism, abuse given welght to the actual or impact and diverse society.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Another stampede The Maha Kumbh Mela will A powerful weapon Congress and SP have Is not surprising (*Wayward | party will be able to control
Tirumala Tirupati soon be taking place in The RTI Act is the most extended their support to liberal, Jan. 8"), His political | the damage is anybody's
Devasthanams has a great Uttar Pradesh. The powerful weapon in the AAP could challenge the downfall is of his own Buess.
track record in managing stampedes in Tirupati, hands of citizens ("Cripple Congress's position, both in | - making, thanks largely to DV.G. Sankara Rao
crowds, which is why this Hyderabad and Hathras and scuttie®, Jan, 9), It Dethi, where it is his in public
Incident comes as a surprise | must serve as a warning to empowers citizens and and within the INDIA blnc. administration. The
("6 killed, 20 injured in the Uttar Pradesh increases accountability and | where it holds a lead: d the
stampede at Tirupati," Jan. government. responsibllity of public position (*Kejriwal thanks crisis in the housing sector,
9). In India, stampedes are Alter the stampede in the institutions, Filling up TMC for 'backing’ AAP; rift and overwhelming
common, atplaces | theatre in Hyderabad, the jes in Inf with Cong, widens", Jan 9), immigration are the main
of worship, processions, or Telangana police had Commissions is crucial for The shifting power reasons why he has lost -
theatres. Devotees always accused the theatre the smooth flow of dynamics could lead to public faith. The final straw """l"" "‘°":“"‘
come in larger numbers management and actor Allu | information, fissures within the bloc, may be the prospect of ;n (':a:“'" ]
than expected. The Arjun. Who will the Andhra Kamakshl Saxens Ahmed Raza Manuu huge tariffs from Canada's Letters emalled to
administration must plan Pradesh government blame | Delhi Hyderabad main trading partner, the lettersithehindu,co.in
for the worst- scenario. for the Tirupati stampede? U.S. His resignation is a must carry the full postal
mmml‘-ﬂm ""'M"‘m Possible fissures Stepping down damage control exercise for pi worLb triar i
Hyderabad Hyderabad That the Trinamool Justin Trudeau's resignation | his party. But how far the the name with initials.
@ @ - 1m S - » - -~

-+



Friday, January 10, 2025
CHENNAL

THE HINDL

Text&Context

INTH

LIMELIGHT

I8
Wiliem Dasfoe in a scene from Nosferotu, ar

The inescapable cultural infection and
relevance of ‘Nosferatu’

A hundred years after terrorising its first hapless victims, F\W.

Murnau’s rebellious expressionist fever dream refuses to fade away, infecting pop

culture with an undying persistence, reshaping vampire lore and rewriting the genetic code of horror cinema as we know it

n the autumn of 1922, cinemagoers

were introduced to a figure who

would cast an inextricably

formative shadow over the genre,
When FW, Murnau's terrifying
monochrome reimagining of Bram Stoker
first hit the screens, they were greeted
with something primal, grotesque and
exceedingly unsettling; far removed from
the suave aristocracy of Dracula. The
silent, jagged masterpiece of German
Expressionism, soon sank its ivories into
the very essence of what we know of
modern horror today, shaping a genre
that would never again be the same. With
Robert Eggers' much-anticipated remake
looming over Indian theatres at long last,
it feels only fitting to revisit the ways in
which Nosferaru casts a decisive darkness
as inescapable as Count Orlok's own,

An illicit evil
Let’s begin with the legal disclaimer:
Nosferatu was an unauthorised adaptation
of Dracula. Prana Film, the short-lived
production company behind the project,
decided that a few superficial name
changes - Count Dracula became Count
Orlok, Jonathan Harker was rebranded as
Hutter — would suffice to sidestep pesky
copyright laws, Of course, it didn't.
Stoker's widow successfully sued, and a
court ordered all copies of the film to be
incinerated, That Nosferatu survived is a
small miracle, and its preservation feels
almost poetic: a film about a creature that
defies death refusing to succumb to an
ashy oblivion.

But it isn't just the film's survival that
has given it mythic status; rather the
genius with which it redefined the lore, At

first glance, Nosferatu appears as a
curious anomaly. Orlok, played by a
morethan-convincing Max Schreck, was
the antithesis to the dignified seducer
we've come to assockate with Dracula,
There was no flowing cape or widow's
peak; rather a hideous spectral figure
with rodent-like features, elongated
fingers, and a hunchback. Producer and
art director Albin Grau's stark departure
in creature design was steeped in
occultism and inspired by wartime stories
of vampiric folklore that envisioned Orlok
as a personification of pestilence,
Schreck’s portrayal of Orlok leaned
heavily on the exaggerated physicality of
German stage tradition, transforming the
character into a creature of unrestrained,
animalistic menace, Unlike Dracula's
meticulously groomed charm, Orlok's
monstrosity was raw, unapologetic, and
refreshingly devoid of any polish, The
film's versimiltude even spawned urban
legends that Schreck wasn’t acting at all
but was, in fact, a bona fide vampire - the
absurdity of which was later immortalised
in E. Elias Merhi Shadow of the
Vampire, where Dafoe turns Schreck into
amethod actor with fangs. That Schreck's
name translates to “terror” in German
feels a litthe too on the nose to be true,

An expressionist nightmare

German Expressionism found a natural
home in Nosferatu and it's here that the
film broke further ground. While
contemporaries like The Cabinet of Dr.
Caligari revelled in twisted, theatrical
sets, Nosferatu grounded its terror in
real-world locations, Murnau shot much
of the film on location in the cobbled
streets of Wismar, Germany and the crags
of Orava Castle in Slovakia, which lent the

world and its characters a paradoxical
realism. The towering cliffs, crumbling
castles, and desolate towns feel
oppressively authentic, yet Murnau's use
of light and shadow transformed them
into landscapes of nightmare, Shadows
stretched unnaturally; doorways and
windows loomed like gaping maws, Even
the simplest of actions, like Orlok's
unforgettable ascension up a staircase,
became an iconic tableau of terror.

Calamity and subversion

Murnau's vampire was a perverse,
bloodthirsty fiend; but he was also a
harbinger of disease and decay that
gnawed at the marrow of 4 post-pandemic
world grappling with invisible horrors.
Released in the shadow of the Spanish flu
pandemic, the film practically reeked of
the plague: rats tumbling from coffins,
entire villages felled by a nameless illness,
Even the term "nosferaty’, allegedly tied
to the Romanian word for
“plague-bringer,” held up a mirror to
communal despair. Orlok’s presence in
Wisborg was a threat to the very fabric of
the community and a metaphor for
contagion that resonates uncomfortably
in the post-pandemic age.

Yet, Nosferatu did more than sicken its
audience with existential allegories and its
brutal expressionist imagery; it also
rewrote the rulebook. The sun, which was
once nothing more than a minor
inconvenience for Dracula, here became a
fitting executioner, Orlok’s poetic death
by daylight birthed a trope so enduring it
now haunts everything from Buffy to
Twilight to even Jojo's Bizarre Adventure.
But its innovations in the genre couldn't
possibly be reduced to killing methods,
The Alm eschewed gore or cheap

jumpscares for atmospheric
slow-creeping dread and the power of
suggestion, Murnau distilled fear into a
visual lexicon, passing it down like a
cursed heirloom to everyone, from
Hitchcock to del Toro,

An underwater cameo

Few works have left a mark on cinema as
indelible as Nosferatu, and any attempt to
reimagine it must grapple with its
towering legacy, But if Eggers' previous
work is any indication, he understands
what makes this film special: the
Nosferatu captures the ineffable - a fear
both primordial and contemporaneous.

But for an entire generation raised on
Nickelodeon, Nesferatu has never been
this hallowed comerstone of silent
cinema that cinephiles drone on about
between criterion sales ~ he was the
weird guy at the Krusty Krab, casually
flicking the lights on and off. For those
few who might've googled “Nosferatu™
years later, imagine the whiplash of
discovering this artifact of cinematic
history, resurrected by a cartoon that
didn’t even bother to colour him in. A
sponge in square pants may have done
more for Count Orlok's pop cultural
relevance than a century of earnest film
restoration ever could.

What Murnau pulled off a hundred
years ago with an unauthorised knockoff
of Bram Stoker was the invention of a
fresh cinematic grammar for dread. By
warping gothic archetypes through an
expressionist lens, he birthed something
disturbingly primeval. Nosferatu endures
because it crawls under the skin, rooting
out an ancient unease we'd rather ignore
shadow standing between your
ay, flipping the light switch,
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On January 10 or thereabouts, 49 BC, Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon river

L g

Please send In your answers 1o

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

anact

that also entrenched an idiom in the English language. A quiz on other such idioms

Srinivasan Ramani

=

QUESTION 1

An Idiom that means to endure pain
with determination; this oniginsted
from soldiers In the 19th century given
o bite ¢

them cope with the pain of ar

something i on 1o help

amputation without anaesthesia
Wihat was that thing and what s the
phrase?

N
QUESTION 2
Named after a Greek king of the

Hellenistic period, this idiom came

Into being to describe the king's
several victories that also took a huge
toll on his forces. Name the king and

the phrase.

»
QUESTION 3
A phrase that means solving a
complex problem in a decisive/
™
K

brute-force manner, this originated
85 & legend about an act by
Alexander the Great which involved
using his sword, What is the phrase?

L
QUESTION 4
A phrase that connates someane

confronting the unpleasant

consequences of her/his actions,
this onginated from the practice of
soldiers being asked to listen to a

mbeat before

band playing a o
being punished, What s the phrase?

LS
QUESTION §

An idiom that suggests the release

of something leading to great
problems or suffering, this
onginates from Greek mythology,
where the first human womar
created by Hephaestus on the
Instructions of Zeu

by the gods and s fortidden to

given a box

open It, What is the idiom?

Visual question:
Identify the English word/ idiom that has originated from
what |s seen in this image. And what does it mean?
BISWARALIAN ROUT

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily

quiz: 1, The reason why January 9 was chosen as Pravas

Bharatiya Divas (PBD), It was held first In this year. Ans: To
the return of Gandhi from

South Africa to India In 1915; 2003

2. This city has hosted the PBD the mast number of times,

The previous edition was held here, Ans: New Delhi;

Indore

3, The major change Initiated to the PBO in 2015. Ans: The

convention become a biennial event

4, This was special about the edition held in 2021, Ans: It

was held virtually because of the COVID pandemic

5. The theme for this year's Pravasi Bharatlya Divas. Ans:

‘Diaspora’s Contribution to a Viksit Bharat”

6, The PBD Is sponsored by the Ministry of External Affairs

along with these two organisations. Ans: Federation of

Indlan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)

and Confederation of Indlan Industry (CII)

7. The name of the award given to to honour overseas

Indians, Ans: Pravasi Bharatlya Samman

Visual: Identify this former President and Premier of an

Adrican nation. Ans: Sir Anerood Jugnauth of Mauritius

Early Birds: Rajmohan Velayudhan| Gowtham Sankar

Tamal Biswas| K.N, Viswanathan| Tito Shiladitya

FROM THE ARCHIV

Know your
English

$. Upendran

“Guess what? Milind is taking me toa
movie tomaorrow.”

“Milind! I'd advise you to stay away
from him. He's a bad egg."

“Bad egg? What does it mean? A bad
person?”

“A ‘bad egg' is a person who is
considered to be dishonest and
unreliable! The police put the bad egg in

ail

“In our movies, it's usually the
policeman who is the bad egg”
nd if it isn't the policeman, it's..”
t's usually a politician. According

how many times do | have to tell
you you can't say ‘according to me', It's
always ‘according to’ someone else,
According to the Finance Minister,
inflation has come down.”

“In my opinion, the Finance Minister is
wrong.”

“Good. You can either say ‘in my
opinion’, or 'if you ask me'. But never
‘according to

“You know you have a strange custom
of."

I don't have a ‘custom’, but a
‘habit'”

"Custom’! "Habit't What difference
does it make?"

“Well, a ‘custom’ is something that ‘the
people of a community or soclety always
do in particular circumstance:

“So, when you say something is a
custom, then a lot of people are involved.”

“Yes, The entire community or society
is involved. For example, during
Deepavali, it is our custom to light lamps.”

“Itis also a custom to remove our
slippers before entering a temple.”

"Good example.”
Thanks. But how does it differ from

o

“habit'?
‘A *habit’ is something that an
individual does often or regularly. For
example, | have the habit of scratching
my head when I'm thinking."

“By the way, is ‘foolery’ a place where
fools live?”

“How did you get the impression?”

“Nunnery' is a place where nuns live.
So ‘foolery

“No, no. ‘Foolery’ means 'fooli
behaviour, I can’t stand his foo
you know what a ‘foolometer’ is?"

“No."

"It is a standard for the measurement
of fools or folly.”

“Can you tell me what the standard is?”

“I can't, | can only tell you that the
stress is on the second syllable, The third
‘o' in “foolometer” is pronounced like the

Do

Published in The Hindu on September
13, 1994,

Word of the day

Ringer:

a person wha rings the church bells (for
summoning the congregation); a person who
Is almost identical Lo another; a contestant
entered in a competition under false pretenses

Synonyms: bell dinger, toller, clone

USage: ye has established himself as the
ringer of the new church.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ringerpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fanat/
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The UN migration Fatalities of Myanmar  The Palestinians killed The oldest ice core Number of special
agency’s aid appeal for  junta’s air strike in the  in the Israel-Hamas from the Antarctic invitees for the 76th
Svria western Rakhine state  war so far which has been drilled Republic Day parade

73 In $ million. The appeal has
been made as the country
transitions after years of civil
war and ocudu of dictatorship. The UN
for Mig:

said It was more than doubling an appeal
launched last month for Syria, from $30
million to $73.2 million. e

The Arakan Army IS engaged
40 in a flerce fight with the

military for control of
Rakhine, where It has selzed swathes of
territory in the past year, all but cutting off
the capital Sittwe, The UN said that more
than 3.5 million people have been
displaced by the conflict in Myanmar, ae

46,000

Children and women make up more than

half the fatalities. The Israeli military says it

has killed over 17,000 militants, without
providing evidence, It says It tries to avold

million years, An International
l team of sclentists announced
L that they've drilled one of the
oldest Ice cores yet, penetrating nearly two
miles of the Antarctic bedrock to reach ice
they say Is at least 1.2 million years old,
Analysis of the Ice is expected to show how

10,000

Handloom artists, members of the
Paralympic contingent, and forest and
wikdlife conservation workers are among
the special guests invited to the parade. »n

harming civilians, »m

atmosphere and climate evolved, v

COMPILED BY THE HINOU DATA TEAM

ECONOMIC NOTES

Prasenjit Bose
Seumyadeep Blawas

he first advance estimates of
India’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in 202425, released by

the National Statistics Office
(NSO) this week, shows a decline in the
real Gl::’&umlh rite to 6.4% from 8.2%
registered in 202324, This is lower than
the 6.5 to 7% range projected by the
Economic Survey in July 2024, The
growth rate of nominal GDP, which is the
sum of the real GDP growth rate and the
overall inflation rate, is estimated at 9.7%
in 2024-25 - significantly lower than the
10.5% growth rate projected in the last
Union Budget.

Data discrepancies

The official diminution of India's
projected GDP growth rate may still be an
underestimation of the extent of
economic slowdown, Academics and
institutional experts have consistently
puointed out serious defects in the official
GDP estimates, with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) recommending an
upgrade of the real sector statistics, An
“Informational Annex” to the 2023 IMF
Staff consultation report on India had
inter alia noted that, ...the compilation
of constant price GDP deviate from the
conceptual requirements of the national
accounts, in part due to the use of the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) as a deflator
for many economic activities, The
appropriate price to deflate GDP by type
of activity is the Producer Price Index
(PP, which Is under development, Large
revisions to historical series, the relatively
short time span of the revised series,
major discrepancies between GDP by
activity and GDP by rndltur!, and the
lack of official seasonally-adjusted
quarterly GDP series cumplic:le analysis.
Together, these weaknesses make it
challenging to monitor high freque
trends in India's economy through mw
statistics, particularly from the demand
side.” The estimation of real or constant
price GDP requires the use of a GDP
deflator to estimate values of GDP
components in constant prices. The GDP
deflator being used in India's official
estimates is a weighted average of
wholesale and retail price indices. The
Wholesale Price Index (WPID), 201112
series has shown high volatility over the

Follow us €} facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

Decoding India’s growth slowdown

The official diminution of India’s projected GDP growth rate may still be an underestimation of the extent of economic slowdown, The revenue mobilisation
strategy needs to be reworked to enhance taxation on wealth and profits in order to enhance capex and welfare spending

Economic blues

From 2022-23 to 2024-25, resd GOP and

there has been one percentage polnt increase in the annual average growth rate of resl

[ atan annual

£7.2% each and privat
Therefore, there Is absolutel;

investment, and 0 centage point
decline in the nnmurm growth rate
of private conwmpihm

Therefore, there is absolutely no

ot 6%. P

of any

structural break in the investment behaviour of the private corporate sector so far under the 11 years of NDA rule

Chart 1: GDP deflator, CPland WP! Inflation rate (annual average) In %
B Consumer price index (general) - combined 8 GDP deflator 0 Wholesale Price |ndex - all commodities
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Chart 3: Quarterly (¥-0-¥) growth rates of sectoral gross value added at constant prices In %
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indication of any structural break in the
investment behaviour of the private
corporate sector so far under the 11 years
of NDA rule, The deep corporate tax cuts
in September 2019 have failed to spur
capital formation and real economic
activity; rather it has only helped a short
lived cﬂmn in corporate eamings and
fuelled a post-pandemic bubble in the
equity market, In contrast, the advent of
the UPA regime had led to a real
investment and exports boom between
2004-05 till the financial crisis and global
recession of 2008-09, which was
facilitated both by a massive increase in
industrial bank credit and significant
foreign capital inflows, A similar private
investment led boom has remained
elusive under the NDA regime,

This testifies to the forgotten truth of
Ealklcnl economy, that supposedly

i friendly go can del

Q) W Q4 BN 202324 Q1 W Q2 SN Q3 W Q4 I 2024-25 Q) W Q2

b, h. i L

much wealth and profits for their cronies
but are incapable of bringing about
economy-wide structural changes and
common prosperity.

Fiscal strains

The more reliable supply side data on the
Indian economy reflects a more sober
pleture of economic recovery since the
pandemic and the nature of the
slowdown that has set in, Quarterly Gross
Value Added (GVA) growth on a
year-onyear basis has been on a
downward slide since 2023-24 (Chart 3),
The agriculture sector continues to show
cyclical fluctuations. After showing
double-digit growth in the two quarters of
202324, the growth rate of

past decade, leading to licably large
divergences between the WPLand CM
inflation rates (Chart 1), This has had
serious implications for the accuracy of
the GDP deflator and real GDP estimates,
For instance, the nominal GDP growth
rate was estimated at 14.2% in 202223 and
9,6% in 2023-24, which indicated a sharp
decline in growth, However, the real GDP
growth rate was estimated to have grown
from 7.0% to 8,2%, indicating growth
acceleration, This implied that the GDP
deflator was only 14% in 202324, even as
retail inflation was at 5,4%, because the
WP inflation rate was 1 1o have

& VARt A’I(I‘hﬂ‘. U""‘“‘Y \ Financlat, mnnumturin; G‘VA has been on a
Resicpren ek, y.nd mmmlcn\nn rolessional o d he :Jldbk not m'y
-10 fore quarry -‘ Manufacturing iities and p ofonce an in the mining, power and construction
el - brosdcasting services | othersenvices | ooy but also in services like retail
services trade, transport, communications,
Table 1 Union s: revenue hends at the end of November 2023 and 2024 b “"‘":m;‘:“:‘;"\:::" GVA Is projected
Contra's net tax revenue  Centre's non-tax revenue Capital expenditure  Revanue expenditure l(,:ellm\'l ata WMLIMO;,IIH 2024:25 than
the previous year Is public
v | 2o | 2aem aoens | 2y | 2035 | apae | a0ens arinration laliare mac ciker
Budget estimates (BE) (fcrore) | 23,30,631 | 25,03,499 3,01,650 545,701 1000961 | LA 3502136 | 3709401 services. This shows the crucial role of
April to November (terore) 14,365,755 14,403,435 284,365 421,020 5,08,645 §,13,500 20,606,522 2221502 public spending in sustaining economic
estimet | T | I T growth in the Indian economy. In this
m’:uw b 5 band n s “2 L .1 context, the monthly accounts of the
"ol i | T I | | 1 Union Government further indicate that
(Apei to March) " L 2 na L L "»re na. crucial revenue and expenditure targets
set in the last Union Budget are likely to
Seurce: Source NSO, MoSR, Gl OPIT, MoChl, = 0344 remain h 1. While the windfall of
At 1or 200420 a T2, trillion surplus transfer from the
Reserve Bank of India has enabled the
real GDP and indj a vigo The fiscal lidl 6.3% while private consumption growth Union Government to mobilise over 78%

ion of investment by the
m:uclm‘ Yet, the Chief Economic
Advisor had asked whether the corporate

sector responded pmlﬂwly o the tax cuts
of September 2019, and

roadmap, whereby the fiscal deficit was

projected to decline from 5.6% of GDP in
202324, 10 4.9% in 2024-25 and 4.5% in

3025-2!: was also announced with the

about sluggish corporate lnvuuneml in
machinery and equipment and
intellectual property products. He
criticised the disproportionate allocation
of gross fixed capital formation
(investment) in the private sector to

fallen from a high of 9.4% in 202223 o a
negative of -0.7% in 202324, In short,
because of high volatility in the WP1, the
nominal GDP estimate showed a growth
deceleration in 2023.24 but lht mnl Gop
estimate refl | growth

dings and
structures” as an unhealthy mix.
Throwing such caution to the wind, the
Union Budget relied entirely on a revival
of the private corporate capex cycle to
announce the ‘Prime Minister's Package

Such anomalous and confounding data on

lead to delusions and policy errors.

Elusive private investment

Tabled a day ahead of the Union Budget
last July, the Economic Survey 202324
had taken comfort in the 8.2% growth in

YD - »

for ) and Skilling' with an
outlay of 22 trillion, aimed at benefiting 41
million youth over a five-year-period. The
| linked il
scheme and the Internship programme
for one crore youth in five years, were
premised on the expectation of massive
Job creation, consequent to an
acceleration of private corporate

a

of the private
sector (Iuﬂl alend in the capital
formation process. However, the latest
GDP estimates have shown a significant
decline in the growth of real gross fixed
capital formation from 9% in 202324 to
6.A4% In 2024-25. A longer view of India's
growth trajectory over the past decade,
even on the basis of exaggerated official
national account estimates, ihuws the
i y of official exp

During the 10 years of the United
Progressive Alllance (UPA) rule, between
2004-05 and 201314, the average annual
growth of real GDP was at 6.8%,
investment 10% and private consumption
6% (Chart 1), Between the onset of the
present regime till the outbreak of the
pandemic, that is, between 201415 and
201920, real GDP grew at an annual
average rate of 6.8% (exactly similar to
UPA), but real investment growth fell to

@

increased to 6,8%. Thus, economic
growth under NDA was not

of its mnux revenue target for 202425
2024, mobill of the

led, as was the case under UPA,

Moreover, during the UPA period, real
growth in private investment was over
10%, above the growth of public sector
investment at around 9% (Chart 2). Under
NDA rule, till the pandemic, public
investment in real terms grew faster at an
average of 6,6% per year, than private
investment which grew by 6.3%.

Investment, consumption and output
had collapsed in 2020-21 owing to the
lockdown induced recession, The
recovery in 202122 was indeed led by
private investment, but the spikes in the
growth rates of investment, consumption
and output were on account of base effect
~ it way simply a return to normalcy after
the collapse in the preceding year. From
202223 to 202425, real GDP and
investment have grown at an annual
average rate of 7.2% each and private

at 6%, Pe demic there

has been one percentage point increase in
the annual average growth rate of real

«+. 0

Centre's net tax revenues between April
to Novemnber 2024 was only 56% of t
budgetary target of 125,83 trillion (Table
1), This has led to spending less than half
of the LI trillion, budgeted as capex for
202425 till November 2024,

It Is clear that economic slowdown has
disrupted budgetary plans by slowing
down tax revenue growth, Adhering to
the fiscal consolidation path would imply
asqueeze on public spending, includi
capital expenditure, which in turn would
further aggravate the slowdown.,

fiacal rectitude altogether is
also not feasible, given the already
elevated levels of public debt and interest
E:ymenu The only way out appears to

a reworking of the revenue

bilisation strategy by enhanck
taxation on wealth and profits in order to
enhance capex and welfare spending.

Prasenjit Bose is an economist and
activist. Soumyadeep Biswas is a data
analyst at CPERD Pwt, Lid,
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Opinion
Is Indi heid dual citizenship?
S India open to the idea Of ual citizensnip:
- citizenship and become citizens of India. Mirra
I PARLEY ] " Alfassa, known as The Mother, whose work
inspired many and who founded the Aurobindo
tan event in December, External I believe it is the democratic right of every Ashram in Puducherry, became an Indian
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said Indian to choose the citizenship of another cmun dcspu earlier campaigning for dual
there are a lot of challenges in country and reli sh Indian citizenshi imilarly, Mother Teresa became an
Vivek Katju providing dual citizenship to Indians ’ ¥ " lndlan citizen, and economist Jean Dtue. 1
¢ But they cannot say | will acquire the i s
Former settled abroad. He pointed out that the Overseas e X e believe, his Belgian ci
diplomat Citizenship of India drive is a step towards citizenship of another country, particlpate in- | yocame an Indian citizen. In the U.S., vhhldl
meeting the demand and added that the debate its political process, and still hold on to might seem mare flexible, the fact is that you
on dual citizenship is “still alive”. Is India open political rights in India cannot become a President unless you are born
to the idea of dual citizenship? Amitabh Mattoo VIVEK KATJU in the territory of the U.S. Even Elon Musk,
and Vivel(A Kal'j‘um‘ discussmdﬂ:b; mm ina despite all his F'ﬂnrpdonmghe Pru inrz[m Donab‘cld lm"lmp,
conversation can never aspire to ause he was
Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts: first Indian who will | bom in South Africa. So, some laws are much
hﬂdwhﬂcnlﬁee.boym!ﬂnk!hnfor more rigid.
Do you think dual citizenship for diasporic muiummmmhiumdanllukmdsd
wm h Indians could become a reality? e nfdd nﬂ.llpleq‘i.m dgp:‘:[ Is the issue being propped by populism?
Mattoo a zes some
Dot af the Vlvtk‘K_Jﬂu:Fm.le(medisﬁngmsk.leA:e'n Inthe LS., you cannot become a President unless you are bom in the territory | flexibility? AM:llwpemt:t_xcax.xsflhnwgrmregmdfpr
Sehoal of NRIs living abroad and People of Indian Origin of the country. REUTERS y the External Affairs Minister, so | am sure he is
International (P0). NRIs, or Non-Resident Indians, are Indian X VK: No. You cannot have divided loyalties. You | not doing it for populist reasons. The diaspora
Studies at the nationals who hold Indian passports. They have hip. Article 5 of the C defines are either a citizen of India, which is in full has a great role to play but not as dual citizens.
Jawsharlal all the rights that accrue to Indian nationals. The who is a citizen of India, either by birth, by rights, political rights, economic rights, etc, or You have the diaspora playing a role in
Nehru t{rﬂy thing they cannot enlm:ise abroad is the parentage, or by acquiring it after having you are nut.' ) cementing bilateral telzxions with ?hz US. The
University right to vote, though | believe arrangements remained a resident in India. There is also a You mentioned that in the U.S., there are hugely successful Indian inthe US.
were made at some stage for NRIs to register distinction between being a domicile and being of Indian origin who are holding, who often acts as a raliymg point for leaders’ visits

themselves in the missions so they could vote in
their place of entitlement. PIOs are not Indian
nationals, quite clearly, and therefore they do
not have political rights. At one stage, the
government had given expanded economic
facilities to PIOs, and later, what was called a PIO
card was converted into an Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) card. Now, I never understood the
reason for this change in designation, as the OCI
card does not confer on any person of Indian
origin, any additional facilities, or any rights
which the PIO card did not already possess.
Citizenshi ially has politi 5 "

you are a citizen, you have the full right to
participate in the political process of the
country. A non-citizen does not have that right.
So, the word “citizen” is extremely confusing
and, in my opinion, it should be avoided as it
creates a misleading impression.

Minister Jaishankar's remarks have opened
up an issue that has unresolved contours.
Professor Mattoo, what are your thoughts
about granting dual citizenship rights to
people of Indian origin living abroad?

Amitabh Mattoo: | think Mr. Jaishankar must
have made an off-the-cuff remark. It cannot be a
serious question to be debated at this point in
India that certain people or a class of people
who are no longer Indian citizens, or who either
gave up Indian citizenship or never were Indian
citizens, will be given additional citizenship of
India. If you look back at the Constitution of
India, Part 11 deals with this section on

a citizen. You may be domiciled in India and yet
not be a citizen. This was determined by the
Supreme Court in D.P. Joshi v State of Madhya
Bharat in 1955. The only major amendment to
the Citizenship Act came in 2019, with the
Citizenship Amendment Act. Then there was a
fast-track process for minorities from certain
neighbourhood countries to be allowed to take
Indian citizenship. | don't think it can really be a
serious, substantive question to allow people to
have citizenship of both India and another
country because that would confer political
rights. In other words, citizens of the US., UK.,
or Australia, for example, would not only have
political loyalty to those countries but also the
right to vote in India. That, frankly, for me is an
extremely dangerous idea. As an Indian citizen, |
would not be willing to give political rights to
anyone with divided loyalties. Because after all,
dual citizenship means that you have divided
loyalties.

We are not ready to have dual citizenship in
this country after just 75 years. | am not
xenophobic, 1 am a person who has grown up
with an idea of global citizenship in a larger
sense. But in terms of which political
dispensation will govern India, I am not willing
to share that right with anyone who has but
100% political loyalty to India. Personally, I had
the option of acquiring Australian citizenship,
and the only reason | did not take it was that it
would mean relinquishing Indian citizenship.

The incoming Trump presidency has several
Indian-origin people, as well as

and who will be holding the office. I think
six persons of Indian origin have been elected to
the House of Representatives this time. Let us
not forget that they are American citizens. The
Indian systems and law demand that the
moment you acquire the nationality of another
country, you relinquish India’s nationality,
which means that you do not have political
rights anymore

1 believe it is the democratic right of every

Indian to choose the citizenship of another
country and relinguish Indian citizenship. But
they cannot say | will acquire the citizenship of
another country, participate in its political
process, and still hold on to political rights in
India. Now I know that some other countries
allow that, but I must confess | have very
orthodox views on this. The international
system is a system of states.

AM: | completely endorse Mr. Katju's remarks.
We cannot, for the sake of populism or to attract
foreign investment, create what the Marxists
used to call a “comprador” class - a class of
people who will act as foreign agents in India.
Yaugwet!mnth!nghnuvmeindwekd

bers of T and Leg
Assemblies, that is a sure way of recolonising
India.

But if you open this Pandora’s box by
allowing even a single citizen of another country
to have dual citizenship in India, it would be
deeply dangerous and subversive. There are
situations where people who have decided to
make India their home have relinquished earlier

there, and similarly in other countries. The first
Indian diaspora of indentured labourer that
‘went into the Caribbean may not have been as
successful in material terms as this new wave of
diaspora. But, as I said, they can cement
bilateral ties and help attract investment from
abroad.
Asmﬂleumoﬂbcrusoﬁ SalyiN:ddhhzs
artificial i

That is all for the good of the nation. However,
the question really is whether this diaspora
could become a Frankenstein monster. While its
role may appear benign and a source of great
good, you may suddenly empower it to the point
where it decides who is going to be your next
leader. That is where I think there has tobe a
lakshman rekha. You need to maintain a clear
line between the useful role played by the

i and its crossing the boundaries. I am
not willing to let any Satya Nadella or Vivek
Ramaswamy or any person of Indian origin who
may just acquire Indian umznshxp for
instrumental reasons while retaining their
American or other citizenship decide my
political future. | am an Indian citizen, and 1 vote
for my future along with other Indian citizens
who do not have any other loyalties to any other
country.
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What it takes to be on right side
of facts

Journalists in Kashmir have long nav
threats, surveillance, and

ted a hostile environment. faci
| e} ssions

Peerzada Ashig

avigating powers in a conflict zone

in search of truth is a daunting

challenge for journalists. There is a
cost to pay for digging for the truth, and
bitter truths could prove costlier. The mur-
der of 33-year-old freelance journalist and
YouTuber, Mukesh Chandrakar, from
Chhattisgarh is a grim reminder of the cost
that people pay for holding a mirror to a
corrupt system.

In the case of Kashmir, which has seen
different phases of violent conflict, jour-
nalists could not operate without survival
kits. Covering Kashmir in the 1990s, at the
peak of militancy, required one set of sur-
vival kits to navigate warring parties’ inti-
midation and threats to control narratives.
Post-2008, when Kashmir was in the
throes of street violence, journalists fine-
tuned their operations to ensure reporting
truth was not compromised.

However, post-2019, when Jammu and
Kashmir’s status was downgraded to a Un-
ion Territory and special status ended,
control and fear became the new instru-
ments for dealing with journalists. There
were no survival kits in a dynamic situa-
tion where red lines, drawn by State insti-
tutions, would change with each passing
day for reporters. A ban was put on report-

responding or meeting me.

there were two t

Hyderi faces charges

tion) Act.

ahead

y on the fi

nistration were chilling. Any office where |
signed the check-in logbook was scanned
to identify my sources, who were then
placed under surveillance and received
cryptic warmnings. Access to my sources
was cut off to the extent that most stopped

For many colleagues, it was worse.
‘There was a joke doing the rounds in Kash-
mir among media persons: post-2019,
ypes of journalists — those
who had been raided by security agencies
and those who were yet to be raided. Even
now, the laptops, drives, and mobile
phanes of many journalists are with secur-
ity agencies. Summons and raids were
another chilling reminder that the search
for truth had become a daring act. Two
freelance journalists, Majid Hyderi and Ir-
fan Mehraj, still remain behind bars. While
under the Public Sa-
fety Act, Mehraj is charged under the pro-
visions of the Unlawful Activities (Preven-

Long way

On January 3 this year, J&K Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah’s maiden and free-wheel-

ing interaction with the press in Srinagar

was held against this backdrop. In fact, Mr.

Abdullah’s opening remarks were itself a
i of the

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Silent waters, hidden catch
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Fishermen halding harpoons, covered under blankets, wait in their boats to catch fish using a unique technique called Tehay-e-gard shikar (shadow fishing) on the frozen waters
this met 1

of the Anchar Lake in Seinagar, on Thursday. Every winter, from December 21 to April 30, the Kashemir fi
Into a trap with the help of reeds and shock waves by beating the water. INRAN NISSAR

their presence to lure the fish

ing live encounters, and permission was
denied to get closer to the area where mil-
itants and security forces would engage in

press. As he ook many inconvenient ques-
tions, he sparked hope that there are freer
times ahead. “My wish would be to see a
isa

a firefight, unlike in the past. Official ver-
sions became the main narratives. Anyone
expressing views contrary to the official
position was not invited to official func-
tions and was barred from attending visits
of official dignitaries.

In September 2019, 1 filed a report on
police data on detentions, especially of

free and open media. This i

he said.

lists h b

ave

step in that direction, where you are not gi-
ven a list of what you can or cannot ask,”

However, there is a long way to go. The
Kashmir Press Club has remained shut for
many years. Dozens of local scribes have
already left Kashmir, and many indepen-
d their trade hi

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 10, 1975

US. eager to demonetise
gold

mainstream leaders and protesters. The | dent j
story surfaced when officials denied hav-
ing temnl_ised data on detentions in Kash-

in the face of tough times. The clampdown
created a vacuum, which was ﬁllcd by
who let

Jan. 8: The United States will try
to get countries attending international
maonetary meetings here next week to agree to

mir. A police llowed the publi-
cation of the report and | was asked to
reveal my source. However, it was not the
summon that was intimidating. The ac-
tions taken against my sources in the admi-

% @

engagement.

[V

rather than sensibility dictate the terms of

prerzada ashigi thehindu.oo.in

“abolish controls on official gold transactions,
but to refrain from building up their gold
stocks for a year or two,” the Treasury
Under-Secretary, Mr. Jack Bennett, said to-day.
Mr. Bennett also said the U.S. would press next

L]

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

week for agreement on a number of measures
depriving gold of any role within the
International Monetary Fund. As part ofa
planned reform of the world monetary
system, the U.S. is eager to “demonetise gold —
break the traditional link between lhe

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 10, 1925
All-India Music Conference.

anlmuw ]an 9: The Founh All-India Music

dits Lucknow session

precious metal and national " The
Americans feel that demonetisation of gold
would curb speculation and make future
world mo: arrangements more stable
and manageable. But if central banks are freed
to buy and sell gold freely at free market
prices, the U.S. would like them to refrain
from buying substantial quantities of gold in
the first year or two.

BH

yesterday. Nwl) 3,000 visitors and delegates
including H. H. the Maharaja of Tehri were
present. Thakur Nawab Ali, Chairman of the
Reception Committee, stated that the aims and
objects of the Conference were among others to
take steps to uplift Indian music on proper lines
and to collect and preserve great masterpieces
in the art.
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Hard-Selling Al by
Non-HR Example

Salesforce showcases productivity gains

Last month, San Francisco-based software biggie Sales-
force brought home the chill of Al-induced job los:
when itannounced it won't be hiring any software engi-
neers in 2025, Earlier, CEO Mare BenlofT had said that Sa-
lesforce needs 2,000 extra salesmen to peddle its custo.
mer relationship management software, Tech layoffs
stabilised last year after a brutal 2023, when companies
corrected for pandemicover-hiring, But the numbersare
still way too high. Current projections don't present a
pictureof netaddition, as Al moves into more functional
areas in Silicon Valley and Wall St. Tech and finance in-
dustries are seeking productivity gains where Al is ma-
king them available, and downsizing in anticipation of
required investments where they are not.

Salesforce isahead of thecurve by virtueof its product
portfolio, and serves as a marker for Al's progress in
agent-based customer roles across
Fortune 500 companies. Its wide dis-
tribution model underscores potenti-
al job displacement from the back to
the frontoffice, Thecompany has shed
skittishness about going public with
the savings it's delivering to its enter-
]ll"h(‘ customers, an issue most com-

rles soft-pedal. Thed. which Salesforce's bots tra.
|n are provided by its customers, reducing the scope of
errors of Judgement generative Al s prone to. The com-
pany has also developed a revenue model that benefits
from shrunken sales forces at its client org
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How Trump'n'Musk could flesh out their ‘Welcome, high-skilled! Stay away, illegals!' H-1B plan

Y ith days left for his in

A/ augurtion,  Donald

/Y / Trump's Maga plan

/ W/ faces controversy The
appointment of Indi

anorigin entrepreneur Sriram Krish
nan as senbor policy adviser for Al po-
larised Trump supparters, especially
after his X post advocated the removal
of country caps on green cards to un
Jock skilled

HAB, or not to be, that is their question

thes, benediting both nations, It allows
Iike Amszon, Microsoft,

About 1,40 kakh employment based
groencards are kssued annually with no
single country allowed more than 7%
This policy disproportionately affects
large Indlan dissporn in the US,
‘whoare the langest cohortof HABvisas

“Thedemand for skilked labour inthe
US remains high, as shown by 4.7 lakh
HAB ereglstrations by American em
ployers for fiscal starting Oct 1, 2024,
far exceeding the sl cap of 85,000
(Including the 20,000 masters cap for
those with advanosd US qualificat]
ons), A lottery determines sucoessful
candidates. Though capoxempt HAB
visas are avallable for instimtions ke

J el gov

There is now a financial benchmark to Al adoption that
companies can chase. That they are not doing it more ag-
gressively isafactorof backward integrationof Alproces-
ses from the customer interface, This is a more sedate pro-
cessdriven by managerial acceptance of technology. Inthe
case of Al business leaders also need to review a broader
setof Issues, including corporate governance and organi-
sational structure, Salesforce has demonstrated product
vity enhancement in common business practices. Bigger
Jobdisplacement awaits companies successfully applying
Altopartsof their businesses that make them unique, The
sforee example could help them focus thelr minds,

Work to Live, Don’t
Live to Work

LA&T chairman § N Subrahmanyan has gone one up — actually,
20 hours U|) on lhr w-m-lnhl(- N R Nnn)mm Murthy. He has

AR rking 90 hr work weeks,
He recounted his mu‘uulmvr with someone who claimed that
China can 'beat’ the US because people there work 90 hrs a we-
ek, while Americans work 5. He went on toexhort L&T emplo-
yees 1o ‘get to the office and start working’ by exclaiming,
‘“What do youdositting at home? How long can you stareat your
wife? How long ean the wife stare at your (sic) husband?

Putting in more hours at work seems (o be the latest sweat
sport in town. The subtext: having a life outside work 1s for sissi-
5. Thislineof thinkingsmacks of anautocratic mindset, aslip-
pery slope for societies that aren't commu:
nist China. A "My way or the highway' et
hiclsan invitation to hiwveeveryone march
tothe beatof onedrum —even If that leads
everyone off a cliff. India needs latitude to
Innovate, imagine, live. This is not to diss

5 they I helr useful

In political sclence, “territorialism’ res
fors toa principle in 16th ¢. Europe that required inhabitants
of aterritory of the Holy Roman Empire toconform tothe rell
glonof thelr ruler, or to emigrate. We, thankfully, live in 21st ¢

India wheresuch territorialism is regressive, ropressive, L&T
pulledout thatold rabbit of ‘work as nation-bullding’ outof its
hat, explaining that its CEO's remarks reflected this larger
ambition. Nations that treat individuals as mere cogs for a ‘niv
tional project” are unhappy nations, After all, Arbeit macht
frel’ (Work sets you free) was the slogan written on entrances
of Nazi concentration camps.

Can Lord Trump of Mar-a-Lago make
an offer that they can't refuse?

Dear Greenlanders,
Interested in Selling?

1f there's anyone we can eredit/blame for Lord Trump of

ernment research or
ganisations, the num
bors are believed to be
fower: (Officlal data of
capexempt visss ks not
awvallable,)

Krishnan opened o
Panvdora’s box, mwl the
angument  shifted to
chakmy that 1D visas
represent cheap labour
thint takes away Amer|:
can jobs. Elon Musk

bour, but admitted the
HELB systom was ‘Droken' and nooded
maor refbrm. Trump, volekng his opl
nion that he ‘wlwiys liked H1B visas',
sont ripples ncross his Maga boase,
India emphasises that skilled pro-
fossdonal mobility s vital for Indin US

Microsoft, Google and
Tesla to hire skilled talent,

went on a warpath de- TCS. Infos ipre Initkal  emplayment
fonding the noed for muc(sl losor?n‘(‘:(:mor visas and 210 lakh
skilled Immigrant k- janec aneite in the US (79%) af extenskons,

u:mlrulld Tesa 1o hire skilled tadent,
and Indlan companies ke TCS, Info
sys, Wiproand HCL toservice their ol
entsansite in the US,

ANational Foundation for American
Poliey (NFAP) study revealod Tesda's
significont rise in H1B approvals in
FY24, with 742 petitions for Initialemp-
loyment — double its flscal 2023 total
and 1,025 for

by 40:100% and rostrict eligibility (par
theulardy for clientsite placements), A
Rawsult by the US Chamber of Com.
merce, Stanford Und
versity and others bed
0 4 Dee 1, 2000, court

“conditions apply

lgn, Trump proposed stapling a green
card o international students. Stu-
dents qualifying in specific tangeted f
elids could be bestomwed this benefit, sa
vingthem from the vagariesof an H-1B
lottory. Canada, for instance, provides
additional points 10 international stu
dents sooking permanent residency.
which ke

10 JANUARY 2025
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THE SPEAKING TREE

In Search of
Moderation

Sophrosyne, a Groek term em.
bodying . self control

© H-11 bogged down in the green
card quene Krishnan rightly pointed
out the demerits of & country-<ap for
groen cands, A quick fix would be ad
vancing the dates in the visa bulletin,
1o cloar the backlogs that skilled Ind)
ans are rooling undes.

© Revamping the existing lottery
mechanism Under the lottery mechar
ndsm, an individunl with o 2 year expe
rience competes with a E"'"' mlnur

and balance, resonates deeply
with the tale of Daedalus’ tragie
awakening, whese his greatest tri
wmpht o Into o hearthreak.
Ing loss. Exiled from Athens to
Crote, Doedadus and his son karus
Ingeniously orafted wings from
winx el feathers to escape thelr
Impeisonment. As they soared
towards freedom, learus, over:
v\!u-lmulm excitement of thelr
chievemn, ignored

v
ter serve America's

H-18
cconomy If the alm

ruling striking down
these rubes for viels

are major
WM. InFY23, they
accounted for 68,825 (58%)
of initial employment visas

s to attract ‘tho bost
and the brightest’,

ting the Administrat)
ve Procedure Act by
y.klpplm. publie notl

aka. visa extensions. Smaller tech
Tirms ard othor sectors such as health
cavenkso rely on Indian H-1B holders.

Indlan-origin doctors are cruclal in
rural American hospitals, with India
being the top source of mmigrant
physiclans and sur
geons. According to
Migration Policy In
stitute, of the .47

are immigrants, and
0,000 are Indian, re-
prosenting 22% of all
Immigrant doctors,
Indlans are major
HABbeneficlarios. In
FYZ3, they accounted
for GRB25 (58%) of

far outpacing China,

he second-kargest source, with signifl

cantly Jower allotments of 16,064 and
29250, respectively.

Durkng Trump's first torm, his adm

Inistration targeted the H-1B program-

me, proposing policies 10 hike wages

o
irements.

T its final days,
Trump L0 issued
the ‘HIB Selec
thon Final Ruke'!
on Jan 8, 200,
prioritising visa
solection  based
on wages. Howe
wer, on Sopt 16, 2021, a court vacated the
rule, citing the acting secretary of De-
partment of Homeband Security’s ap
pointment was not valid, which vitia.
tod this rale kssued by DHS. The rule
was kntor officlally withdrvwn and no-
wer lmpocted the spring H-1B cap lotte
¥y procoss.

The rules introduced by the Trump
administration earlier were set aside
on administrative grounds, But would
bringing back these rubes really fix the
‘roken’ HUB systee? The incoming
Trumpadministration needs to look at
three distinet soenarios:
© US-qualified froshors If wage pri-
oritisation ks done without due care, it
conthd cut off the tdent pipeline, as new

and 2.10 lakh (79%) of
extensions, far outpacing
h

his father’s cautions about Aying
100 close 1o the sun or the sea. His
disregard lod ton tragie fall right
Iu»mn'llmmlm s

™

c
other countries

In Doe 224, ,\u~|
ralla

1 story reveals a

nnu-h-\\m.- Jesson: helght of Joy

.nllni‘p(htl sorrow evoke power
K il ha

new regime for ll'mpu
rary workers. The
Skills in Demand
visa  contalns
thrve stroams:

» Speclalist Sk
Ills Pathway For
hls,h«lrnlm; s

man desires remnds us to recog:
niso onr moetad Hmits, and imp-
artance of balance, It requires a
deepunderstanding of the nature
of ouregoand (lusions we create
about our own invincibilit To
achieve thisoquibibeium, one must
cultivite mastery over pride, owr

[
» Core Skills Wllmu\ Ihll'ktl mmbk
grant woekers fall under ml-mu-w-n

tion withmalerialachiovements
"l‘ul“1ll rdarsiul from

and. W0
» Essontial Skills Pathway For crl
tieal bower-paid roles like caregivers
forr the aged aned disable).

I refors to equal
viston, free from attachment, pre-
Judice or discrimination. [tlets
s apganch happiiness and sor
o , with com

Each stream h wage
prescribed, and the categorisation is
almedat moe labour maruet needs.

Then there's Canada's Global Tubent
stream, which enables innovative l-dn

posure. Sophrosy e and suma.
darshi undertine balance, a sense
of order and control over one’s
Inner workL This balance enab.

companies working on ¢
technology to have on-board skilled fm-
migrants in just two woeks.

How Trumpn'™Musk flesh out thelr
“Wolcome, highakilked, high-income
Iy bggranes! Stay away, llogals!” will be
mmmmu Asw llllvht w \I.\ul philes

eraduatos, post thelr el
trainkng (OFT), would not be cvlunhh-
foran HAB, During hiseloction campa
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ons drawing world attention to
Inelia's human capital deserve
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Prannoy In" Hello and welcome to
dekoder.com. If there's one show on the econ-
omy and what lies ahead, it is this annual
program with investor and writer Ruchir
Sharma, We will look at the 10 major factors
that will affect each one of us in 2025, the re-
search and insights for which are those of
Ruchir and his team.

You start with the biggest trend — that
there's pmg tol bea lwmal in the recent

Americais
said to underperform the rest of the world.
It's overperformed the rest of the world by
6.6% per year for the last 15 years,

Ruchir Sharma: This trend is very ex-
tended. The American stock market's out-
performance has been going on really on a
trend basis for 15 years. If you look at the his-

stock market does well in one decade, then in
the subsequent decade, it at least gives back
some of the gains,
We're halfway through this decade, the
market

forming the mnuﬁhewndd.'l‘h:Nmrun
economy today is just under 30% of the global
economy. But the share of the American stock
market in global indices, like the MSCI Global
Index, is now approaching 70%.

It's almost suggesting there's no other
country

Emmtdahwidlﬂf!xnhallhcdnlxhn
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TOP 10 TRENDS IN THE US, CHINA, INDIA

Economy 2025: Here’s what to expect

Investor and author Ruchir Sharma speaks to economist and psephologist Prannoy Roy — connecting the dots, looking at the year ahead

MARKETS ON AVERAGE

FFR¥ERFZ

1980-2000 2000-2020

REVERSAL OF RECENT PATTERN OF
DOMINANCE

us

+10.1%

you'
panies in America earning extraordinary
profits. Donald Trump's victory has given a
f\ltherhnslmmh«mthmuk!hm
thatifhe it

fwm;ammdlurmmdthevmﬁ

But this has become such a group-think
and I'm very wary... In my 30-odd years of
‘watching markets and investing, I've never
seen such a strong group-think, which is that
everyone expects America to be the only
place to invest. This trend could reverse it-
sell for includi ¥
its fiscal deficit, and also uus economic con-
cept of creative destructio

Roy: Could you cxpand on this TINA —
thereis noalternative — factor that investors
are mesmerized by?

Sharma: There is a feeling among in-
vrmrslimEumprumhdsﬂupe Japanis
still ic challenge.
F.mn;lng mmms mgcnnra] an: mo small

bccn doing well There's so mudn money
sloshing around and if there's any place we
‘want to put this capital in, it'’s anly America.

Roy: If you look at the top 10 firms in the
world, there's been massive churn for
decades. But there's been no churn in the first
five years of this decade. It is dominated by
American companies, Now you're saying
there’s going to be a churn and American

Source: Haver Analytics, IM¥; Breokour Capétal.

xg.l&i |
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Medicare and social security benefits; very
hard to touch.
Probably maore importantly, even if they

cemed when views become too one-sided.
Evtrybody has become very bearish on
China. Everyone istelling you the same the-

casts that trade will grow without America
now. Eight out of the 10 hottest trade corri-
dors currently do not include the US,

Sharma: There are signs that this trend
is likely to accelerate. We just saw the
European Union signed a deal with a bunch
of Latin American countries to bring tariffs
down by 90%. Regional trade agreements are
accelerating; bilateral trade agreements are
accelerating.

If you look at the trade corridors around
the world, thcnuxnnmn;rthhzstahru

ich don't imvolve

Amm In I'.m, eight out of these 10 don't
involve America,

So the world is moving on — and when

to a Trump world, my point is, start thinking
about how to do things outside of America.
Roy: _India has also signed, is signing,

Sharma: There was a big hiatus, Last
decade, India barely signed any new trade
agreements, But in the last three to four
years, that pace has accelerated. And these
are trade agreements without America, With
countries like the UK, Oman, trade agree-
ments are being currently negotiated.

I wish we'd do more to trade with our
neighbours, though. That remains one of
India's weaknesses — if you look at the big
success stories around the woeld, including
Olluﬂryhmwrygmdttadnu relation-

Cost
nlmmpun is so much less, regional hubs
are much easier to create, the synergies are
much easier to create. ..

Roy: You're also saying that private fund-
ing is going to slow down globally. Between
2000 and 2019, it grew from 1 trillion to 7
[trillion). And from 2019 to 2024, in the last
five years, it's gone from 7 to 14,

Sharma: We were sort of conditioned to
think about all funding mainly happening
through public markets. But in the last 10-15
years, pam:ularlyahn the global financial
crisis, you've seen a big explosion take place
inthe private mai One is private equity,
whld\ is where pmﬁc uleu stdm |nmm—

are not listed

Or

the on
aprivate basis.

Roy: Your graph says private equity, from
being well below public funding, has now
overtaken public funding Public capital is
- 5% growth, private equity + 108, and pri-

public is

mmahudolpwlx.

Sharma: I'm trying to say that a strength
taken too far becomes a weakness, which is
that this may have gotten a bit too far and
now you're seeing a lot of retail people want-
ing to pamupatc in this. At the end of the

companies will not dominate as much. succeed, at lcm in the short term, it will REVERSALIN RECENT PATTERN great run. The performance- ories... I'm trying to say that, it's still the  day, if you throw too much money at some-

Sharma: This domi hi takea hit OF US DOMINANCE: world' i sec-  thing indi ly, there are negative
reached a peak. These companies have now  because it's being artificially boosted today stock market could have the the small- and mid-cap companies ond largest stock market, if you look at  consequences.
become household names and they'reina by so much government spending. Will they first year of underperformance ina and the large caps. China, Hong Kong combined. And there are Roy: In India, private funding is growing
way basic essentials, whether it's Apple,  have the appetite to stomach that? And for long time. some companies there, what we call dia-  fast, but still at an early stage. It's only 120 bil-
Amazon or even Google, Facebook. how long? So, no matter which way you cut OVERSPENDING ON AIWILL monds in the rough. If you objectively look  Tion right now.

But there are the laws of creative destruc-  it, I think America will look less exceptional FISCALDEFICTT IS AMERICA'S 7 HURT BIG TECH FIRMS: atsome of the companies in China, they are Sharma: Very small. The global number
tion, which is that new companies are sup-  in 2025, FATAL FLAW: Politicians are They's ively OK. They have some cutting  runs in trillions of dollars. We are still not
™ ind placeof old Roy: In India, capital expenditure infra- not f k ay not with edge technology. even running in hundreds of billions of dol-
panies, Otherwise, the same companies will  structure has gone up and idies have put AL Roy: One company that you pointed out,  lars, Whether it's private lending, private eq-
keep dominating, whichis not the way cap-  gone down. That's a key aspect of growth. onthem. questioned if profits don't grow as that’s BYD. Basically, you're saying China's  uity, wlu-th-:r it's got to do with public mar-
lulsm\smppnscdmmnnm Sharma: Even though India has always significantly. Chi ies are their ination, it's very US

years, the same run avery large fiscal deficit, at beast it's sta- AMERICA WILL LOOK LESS very undervalued. The number of cars BYD  centric. I'm not that concerned about what's
that ended the decade dominating are still  bilised. The fiscal deficit hasn't increased EXCEPTIONAL: Growth rates GLOBAL TRADE WILL GROW has sold is 4 million to Tesla's 18 ing in lndla as yet. But yoba“y Ido
at the top; in fact, their dominance hasonly  muchis -ade or 50, pa ly at vill AMERICA: It's million. And their market value is
increased in the last mu;icof years, the Centre, The g is than in ch % likeit's already been happening, but and Tesla's 1.2 trillion, that's 12 times higher. Imdng and in private equity wslnwdown,

But1feel they ftheir  much i been for the last couple of years. with Donald Trump's election, it's Sharma: This is just an example that pamcuhrlymthrus
owndemise by spending somuchonALand  less on subsidies. Although state govern- likely to accelerate. India and others them are cheap companies in China with by
the returns may not be commensurate. 1see  ments in India are spending a lot more now NEW STARS T0 are And you look at these nmdmunumprmlumnmmalsa
the trend of group-think shifting this year.  broadly, if you the picture EMERG stock prices, which have been Jey ity —44% —about the

Roy: Fiscal deficitisin aleague ofitsown  over the last decade, the fiscal situati down, will Some stocks, especially in the tech space, are Wmﬂrw‘dbrawnujurmunu'y
mA:mkal’sbwn!xquDPhlhndnmdr seems relatively calm and better come up. There. ge FUNDING WILL down 70%, 80% in dollar terms. That's my Sharma: And like nearly three times the

Ex higher  with more spending towards productive economies with minuscule SLOW DOWN GLOBALLY: point, that there are diamonds to be found  global average. That's why in Americathere’s
dunlndu.andalnm twice as highasother  stuff, whichis infrastructure, and less on sub- investment weights. Public funding will increase in the rough in China, even if you're struc-  also this big craze for finding a magic solu-
emerging markets, That is a fatal flaw. sidies and welfare. again, mainly led by the US. turally bearish on lhcmonumyaﬂm i is. S¢ ight loss drugs,

Sharma: ln(helast three mfwryears. Roy: Moving to your fourth point, you're ‘CHINA IS BECOMING Indiais still at a nascent stage; Roy: You're saying there’ for some But the whole
Americ saying that the share of key emerging mar- AGAIN: Its private funding may or may not on Al, and that'll hurt big tech firms, They  idea[seems to be| that you can just sit there
lwimlrmadsmﬁsd(kﬁat I'sbeenable  kets is growing faster than the USA. ‘economy may not be booming slow down. used to spend an average of 10X ayear for  and pop Ozempic and keep popping ice
toget away because it has Sharma: When lwrote or even doing fine, but it's become mary years; now they're spending an aver-  cream as well. And watch television and
the world's reserve cur- I I q | my first book, Breakout socheap that it's investable. ] NOMAGICSOLUTIONTO age of 27% investment in Al don't do any exercise.
rency. It's able to print as Nations, a decade ago, ‘diamonds in the rough' there. OBESITY EPIDEMIC: There Sharma: There's a massive amount of Roy: Look at the massive increase in sales
many dollars as it takes. there was so much hypc are many benefits to drugs spend which is going on. Some of thesecom-  of obesity drugs, GLP-1, Ozempic and vari-
Andb A about BRICS and ININDIA, SMALL WILLNO like Ozempic. But there are side pamcs they're called the hyptrsalcrs in  ous others. From [$]3 billion four years ago
nia, people are willing to SPECIAL TO THE markets, and I tried to cau- LONGER BE BEAUTIFUL: Small d the idea thatitisa and to$]24 billion now.
fund these deficits, saying tion that jons are hada will be mdeehuuk.u:.mTcsla—munmn Sharma: My point is that there is no
that they have no other EXP RE S S very high and these they're investing in this is quite incredible.  magic solution to this, it can't be so simple.
placeto — ~ . emerging markets may These big tech firms in America have been  And how long can you sustain this and what

5O
Roy: The US debt is
highynefficient It

disappoint. _And the true

lic debt to achieve just one dollar of GDP
growth It used to be 70 cents to get one dollar
growth Now it’s 1.8 dollars to get one dollar.

breakout id up being America

In the last decade, in many of these
emerging markets, economic growth disap-
pointed. Even in India, cnmpan.'d to what

Sharma: Yeah, the
done so much better also because of the
amount of debt it's taken up. What is public
ddx‘!nnhcmmmkwfmmsm

umbyﬂnmnnmﬂns
supposed

d, economic t come
out to be as strong. It's plateauing now at
around 6-odd per cent, but 10-12 years ago,

India was

everyone thoug!
to grow at 8%,

| think that in thr m-xt few years, and
these are the

nearly 20%of all jobs being created in America
are being created by the government.

It shows you how
i's |nm:nd. More than 50% of the coun-
ties in America are now reliant much more

IMF, economic growth in some of these
countries may outperform on the upside.
That's because they have deaned up a lot of
the excesses that they had built when they
hadmebwmycmo(mazmos.phsnrym

That number used to be not even 25% a
decade or two ago.

Roy: So now Trump and Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy will change all this and cut
down government Jbbs?

Sharma: We don’t know how much
they’ll succeed. A lot of this government
spending is on very sensitive areas like

alot more in ture and
other productive investments. Also, they're
not as reliant on fiscal stimulus as America

Sharma: That's because our base is
lower. The per capita income at $3,000 is

Roy: Your fifth forecast is China is in-
wvestable again. China is now cheap and at-

much lower than other markets
on average, which is closer to about $8,000
t0$10,000. But India’s growth lead will con-
tinue. There's a very old formula I've used

tio in China is IOmmpamdrm India and the
US, whichare 23 and 22, We are twice as ex-
pensive as them.

for the last 30 years — that the
emerging market average, we typically tend
to grow about one and a half to two points
faster. | expect that growth Jead to remain
intact in 2025,

Sharma: i
the Chinese economy. The debt and demo-
graphic factor haven't been resolved. | still
expect those to be a headwind.

On China's growth rate, I'm always con-

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

making extraordinarily high profits, but if
mcyhpn;m:pcndsomhmnmn
And

of those

side effects will you have?
Roy: You've got this interesting graph of

-wrmandmhcrpmplumpmmask
who's going to benefit from this?

If you look at past such revolutions,
whether it was the Internet revolution that
mkﬂx!mmcm or the shale oil rev-

the ‘ i Pwplrwf_nhms’dccﬂ'ms

of P ogle what
todoabout it, and they've gone up by 3006,

Sharma: These drugs, for curing diabetes
and other stuff, they're very beneficial. But
to expect that we have found the magic drug,

never the

m\va'y ious of that.

b'g winners. In fact, the firms
ended up spending a lot, but the consumer,
or some new firms benefited.

Again, I think that Al is the future. It's here
to stay. I'm not debating that. I think it's this

Q VAJIRAM & RAVI
merate b 10D Gaarnirs

is to grow. So as America sort of ft
1 d sti these
tmﬂunwhds:mﬂdshimminﬂw

next few years,
Roy: All your data shows that India is
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entire which is that you have a
lot of hype being created by these hyper-

youareon these
drugs for over a year or 50, you can expect
your weight to come down possibly on av-
erage of around 18%. But the moment you
give it up, then your weight starts togo back
up and your net weight loss is closer to 5-6%,
Not 18-20%,

ichon AL And

then you have expectations, which are very
'nglwmlnmnmdwha(hcp'ndmls
- that's still taking a lot of

time to mammlm
So therefore, I think that this could be
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1 barely a
fortnight
before Don-
ald Trump
takes over as

US President, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping is bracing for
some tough years ahead. Chi-
na is anticdpating & marked
deterioration in bilateral rela-
tions, toughened by more
sanctions. Beljing's riposte
promises to be a blend of
hard and conciliatory meas-
ures. It has, in fact, been
preparing fora period of very
strained ties since at least
June 2020,

While there has lately been
a noticeable softening of rhet-
oric in statements by Chinese
leadersand in China’s official
media, Chinese analysts and
military think tanks assess
that the country will confront
a period of very strained ties
As Xi Jinping toki China's
top communist keadership on
the last day of 2024, “the jour-
ney of Chinese moderniso-
tion™ woukdn't be just sunny
skies, but also “choppy
waters, and even dangerous
storms.”

Earlier, China's Ministry of
Commerce had dedared it

would hit back at sanctions
imposed by the US and the
EU. In early December 2024,
China announced a ban on
exports of three minerals
gllum, germanium and
antimony — to the US, there-
by escalating tech trmde
restrictions between the two
untries. The three miner-
als are essential for a range of
military applcations. Last
week, it imposed sanctions
on 10 US companies, indud-
ing Lockheed Martin and
Raytheon.

Atthe same time, quite vis-
ible in recent weeks has been
the change in the tone and
tenor of statement s made by
Chinese leaders

The People's Daily, official
newspaper of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), has
published articles highlight-
ing the benefits of good rels-
tions for both countries, On
December 31, it published a
special commentary calling
for increasing the areas of
operation. It welcomed the
renewal of the bilateral agree-
ment on sci-tech cooperation
and asserted that this “not
only serves the interests of
toth peoples but also facili
tates their jint efforts in
addressing  global  chal
lenges”. It emphasised that
“China-US cooperation can
lead to fruitful results that are
beneficial to both countries
and the rest of the world.”

Separately reinforcing this
message, Xi Jinping and his
wife Peng Liyuan sent New
Year's greetings to teachers
and students of a Washing-

OPED
China bracing for tougher US sanctions

TRUMP POLICIES: Bejings riposte promises to be a blend of hard and condkatory measures. reutens

ton state school Their mes-
sage highlighted that “dur-
ing the Second World War,
China and the United States
fought together for peace
and justice, and the friend-
ship between the two peo-
ples stood the test of blood
and fire and is growing ever
stronger”.

Other Chinese leaders,
induding Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and Ambassador to
the US Xie Feng, have recent-
ly expressed similar senti-
ments. China hasalso sought
to maintain bilaterl link-
ages, like sister city and aco-
demic ties, despite the sharp
downtum in relations.

Assessments by promi
nent Chinese academics,
however, reflect that China's
leadership is preparing for

Assessments by
prominent Chinese
academicsreflect
that Chinas
leadership is
preparinglor US
pressure on
multiple fronts.

US pressure on multiple
fronts. Wang Yong, Professor
at  Peking University's
School of International
Studies, said that US Secre:
tary of Statedesignate Mark
Rubio may “do everything in
his power to suppress and
curb China’s development”
and could play up the Tai
wan issue and form military
alliances in the Asia-Padfic
ar Indo-Padific regions.

Wu Xinbo, Director of the
Centre for American Studies
at Fudan University, suggest-
ed that the US may “chal
lenge China's national inter
ests more often, and even
breach our imit on many
important issues”

Zheng Yongnian, an expert
in international relations and
Dean of the Qianhai Institute

for International Affairs at the
Chinese University of Hong
Kong (Shenzhen), wrote that
Asia faced an “unprecedent
ed” danger of war and that
the strong US desire to pivat
10 Asiaand NATO's strategic
shift toward China had desta-
bilised Asia.

In reality, though, Beijing
had begun preparing for a
serious  confrontation  with
the US since at least July
2020. In an unusual and
revealing article, Zhou Li, a
former career diplomat and
Vice-Minister of the OCP's

I ] Lini-

from all parties”, step up
independent innovation and
R&D and “break the unjust
attempt of the United States
to isolate and block the Chi-
nese economy with sanc
tions.” He noted that US
sanctions against China
focussed on areas of cutting
edge technology, such as
electronic information, ships,
seraspace, nucleas, satellite,
electronic technology, artifi-
cial intelligence, semicon:
ductors, quantum computing
and unmanned facilities, He
acknowledged that the US

son Department, has listed
six measures that China
requires to take to respond to
the anticipated “full escala-
tion of the struggle.” These
indude decoupling from the
US dollar and internationali-
sation of the renminbi, rapid:
Iy boosting food production
o prepare against reduction

in recent years had
seriously damaged China's
national security, national
interests, economic security
and development.

Colonel Wen Weiying mee
ommended opposing US
sanctions and protectionism,
He said that Beljing must be
prepared to respond to the
imposition of further sane

of food exports, ke soybean,  tions by the new Twump
1o China, p for med- d with hard-
ical contingencies, etc. hitting retaliatory sanctions.

The latest confirmation He said countries with dose

that China is prepared for a
confrontation with the US is
the article by People's Liber
ation Army (PLA) Colonel
Wen Welying. Assodate Pro-
fessor at the Militwry Man-
agement College of the
National Defense University
(NDU). Itwarned: “As the US
strategic suppression of Chi-
na becomes more severe, US
sanctions against China will
enter & more ‘crazy’ stage.”
Colonel Wen Weiying assert-
ed that “China must coords-

ties t the US and which
have advanced and hitech-
nology woukl be the targets
and pointed out that China
had huge cash reserves
Sanctions against China will
likely be accompanied by a
sharp deterioration in Ching
US relations. It will not only
have deleterious  economic
repercussions for China but
also impact China politically.
China’s global ambitions will
be adversely affected and Xi
Jinping’s authority could be

nate and

severdy

Manipur needs ‘truth & reconciliation; not political apologies
OF MANIPUP
-

LT GEN BHOPINDER SINGH (RETD)
EXAT GOVERNOR OF ANDAMAN
& NICOBAR AND PUDUCHERRY

FFICIAL apolo-
Rgies can be pow-
erful instru-
ments to heal
societal wounds,
rectify policies and reignite
hope for future unity. They
can conclusively redress and
reassure the disaffected to
invest in another chance %0
normalise. However, for an
apaology to wark, & needs o
be sincere and not political

One of the most restorative
apologies in modern history
is Kniefall von Warschau or
the Warsaw Kneel, with West
German  Chancellor  Willy
Brandts sudden and sponta-
neous gesture of genuflec-
tion before a war memorial in
Poland to symbolically atone
for Germany's past with
Poland. Brandt reflected on
the paignant moment: At the
abyss of German history and
under the weight of millions
of murdered people, 1 did
what people do when lan-
guage fails”

The impact of the sincere
apology without any unnec-
essary context or defensive
ness was immediate. The
clear courage and dignity in

Brandt's apology overcame
the murky past and ushered
in a new era of trust
Recently, the deeply fruc
tured, polarised and largely
unacknowledged realm of
Manipur reentered  the
national imagination with a
supposed apology by its
Chief Minister, who has
presided over its slide since
violence erupted in May 2023
Questionsabout the sincer-
ity of the apology sbound
Did it tantamount to taking
ownership and accountabili-
ty? Was it unequivocal? Did

it resort to rote whataby v
and blameshifting? Did §f
indude ack mis-

steps and, therefare, rectifi
ction of outlook? Or, was it
Just a mealy-mouthed politi-

shortcoming, if
any sincerity was impliat.
The final straw came with the
CM blaming the previous

al 1 Ih
implying more of the same,
woing forward?

The CMs statement clearly
lacked both personal owner-
ship(as it pandered to gener-
alities) and empathy, as he
said perfunctorily, Whatever
happened has happened. We
have toforgive and forget the
past mistakes and make a
new beginning.” As if on cue,
and seemingly oblivious to
reality, he added incredulous-
ly: “The Centre provided
enough security personnel
and funds”

This begs the question that
if there was no shortage of
support from the Centre, why
has the situation deteriorated
dangerously? Was it, then,
shortage of governance intent
orcapabilities? Etther way,an

QUICK CROSSWORD

[ (from opposi-
tion parties) forthe prevailing
situation, thereby effectively
absolving himself and his
govemance from the need for
any remaorse.

Weeks earlier, the Union
Home Ministry had issued
its annual report on Manipur
which highlighted a laundry
hst of measures taken
induding personnel, finan-
dal, material, and detailed
an earlier visit by the Home
Minister to end the strife and
disaffection. The language
was almost self-patting, “The
central government took a
series of immediate and sus-
tained actions to handle the
situation.”

But what was not mentioned
in the report or in the CMs
purported apology’ was the

'S 4

Manipurneeds
moral leadership
and genuine
outreach by the
highest offices, and
not politicaland
insincere apologies.

The Manipur CM's apologly lacks both personal ownership and empathy. »n»

fact that the societal divide has
only worsened and the result-
ant violence increased.

Asthe ficeand perception of
Meitei magoritarianism
(against minority Kukis), the
CMcoukd have been more spe
dificindefining who he sought
to forgive’ and what he want-
ed others to ‘forget' in his
ostensible ‘apology’. After all,
twasonly a political spology’

With no major restructur-
ing or reimagining of the gov-

With a complex, polarised
and contested past (much
like Manipur), South Africa,
o, could have regressed to
an explosive us-versusthem
thetoric, but for the sagacity
and wisdom of the leadership
under Africa’s Gandhi', ie
Nelson Mandela

Like the inclusive spint of
unityindiversity, as
enshrined in the constitution-
al “Idea of India”, the South
African leadershiphad chosen
to valourise and posit their
own avilisational concept of
* Ubuntu”, which is predicated
on the interconnectedness of
humankind This approach is
espedially important as it
offers a fresh and real chance
10 come dean by seeking for
gveness over prusecution,
uniike thespant prevaling ina
solely militaristicapproach, as
s visible in Manipur.

If one comes from a more
unbiased and progressive
outlook that in any conflict,
exXcesses OF WIOngs are com-
mitted by all sdes (as
opposed to binary othering’,
as is the wont in India these
days), thena sense of restora-

ernance structure n
Manipur envisaged, what it tive justice prevails.
needs d ly to heal the !

ly, in the South

sochetal divide (beyond more
security personnel and fence
ingof borders, which must be
done, in any case) is some
honest soulcleansing, a la
“Truthand Reconciliationd, as
was done in the of

African  experiment  under
Truth and Reconciliation, the
crrective action was  not
implied for Whites' only, but
also onto ANC(African Nation-
al Congress) cadires, who, too,
had excesses. Indi-

the ended Apartheid (White
Rule) in South Africa, when
portents of bloody revenge
were inevitable.

viduals seeking amnesty came
denn on human rights viola-
tions that they had perpetust-
edwith the aimof restoring the

wvictim's dignity and seeking
forgiveness.

Anaturd outeome of bring
ing out the truth’ has a recon-
aliatory and forward-moving
effect that cannot be achieved
with retributive justice, as
there are layers after layers to
tuths' in such places A
majoritarian spirit of 'victor's
justio is  avoided. In
Manipuz, one side definitely
imagines the State to be
favouning the other. Impor
tantly, this process does not
preciude justice from running
its course if the magnitude
and brutality (and also non-
acceptance) prevals amongst
parties on specific instances.

What Manipur needs is a
total reconstruction of its
society (and namratives) That
canonly emerge if the recent
past is opened to inform the
distraught populace on both
sides about what really hap-
pened in order to accept, for-
give and heal the same for a
collective future

As only a wise statesman and
not just a poliican, Nelson
Mandelacould syy:"All of us,as
2 nation that has newly found
itself, share in the shameat the
capacity of human beings of
any race or language group to
be inhumane to other human
beings. We should all share in
the commitment to a South
Africa in which that will never
happen again.”

Manipur needs such morml
leadership and genuine out-
reach by the highest offices,
and not political and insin-
cere apologies
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Courting Taliban
India takes Afghan route to rile Pakistan

T has taken India a while to realise that the Tal-

iban are going nowhere. They are here to stay, for

better or worse, and it's warthwhile to engage

with them rather than walt interminably for the

of d y in Afgh New

Dethi is no longer insisting that the regime should pro-

tect the rights of all sections of the Afghan society, espe-

clally women, children and minorities. Such lofty aspi-

rations don't really matter when there are geopolitical

points to be scored. There is a ot of catch-up to be done

as China and Russia have been quick off the blocks on

the Afghan front. The Taliban, though still deprived of

international legitimacy, are making their presence felt

by gaining the support of key regional players, Every

ally counts as Pakistan has upped the ante against
Afghanistan over alleged sheltering of tervor groups,

The meeting between India’s Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and Taliban's acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqgi in Dubal marks a pivotal moment
for bilateral ties as well as multilateral equations. New
Delhi has signalied that its and
interests will take precedence over everything else.
Last year, India had thumbed its nose at the US-Jed
West by signing a 10-year deal with sanctions-hit Iran
tooperate the Chabahar port. The move was aimed not
only ot boosting India’s trade links with Afghanistan
and Central Ada but also bypassing the ports of
Karachi and Gwadar in Pakistan. Chabahar figured in
the Misri-Muttaqi talks too, with its potential use for
sending h fan wd to being vital
for New Delhi's goodwill mission,

For all intents and purposes, India has granted
recognition to the Taliban regime, though it will not
say that in so mmywonh What's more, New Delhi
has pulled off a dipl h by h an
insecure Islamabad intoa comer.

Online lies

End of Meta factchecking a setback

ETA's announcement of abandoning

its factchecking programme, starting

with the United States, comes as a set-

back to the global campalgn against
> 100 md. it

online. The dramatic palicy shift marks an end to the
independent, third-party fact-checking programme
launched by the social media giant in 2016, It cannat be
mere coincidence that the decision comes ahead of US
Pmtdml-dui Donald Trump — a vocal eritic of Meta

ght-wing voices office. CEO
Mnrk Zuckerberg's pitch that the key motivation is a
dmmounlnm lh-cspzedm hardtoswallow. A reluc-
tant p
versies attributed to fake news led him and other social
media leaders to take aggressive steps o palice dis-
course, Zuckerberg's move 1o mend the rocky relation-
ship with Trump may make business sense, but on all
other counts, it is mesponsible. It does not bade well for
information integrity worldwide.

Instead of relying on professional fact-checkers to
moderate content, Meta is gang X's way, that banks on
wolunteers writing contextual notes to be added below

deaac < M 2al

the impli o Yo Whtohd o
wnmmdmmusmmm;mdm
it could enable to thrive unchecked on

Facebook, Instagram md’lhm-h The proliferation of
Hrhoodun!mlmhlun hate speeches as well, not
‘saccess
wuwmwmmmmmmwm
The notion of a WhatsApp
Iy misrepresents facts and twists hnnryhumln
denote the pitfalls of giving free rein to social media plat-
mmm-mumdmmm not less.
Their ab ly anopen !oqmsd
falsehoods and misinf with 2

oianre:| [Oses: ovarias
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Dr Singh deserves a befitting memorial

In a country where nepotism is an accepted evil, he was beyond such weaknesses

JULIO RIBEIRO

ESUMING my ok
umn after the Xmas
break, 1 look tack at
the happenings in
our country during
the past few weeks, The distinct
brand of democrcy that is taking
root in India was on display with-
in the new Purbament tuilkding
and outside. Elected members
came to blows, 4 feature of some
pariiaments in the Fur East.
Outside  the  building's
precinets, a Virat Kohli-like
shove was attempted by Rahul
Gandhi on a BJP elder. Virat's
tamget on the cricket ground
resumed his innings after the
encounter  Rabul's opponent
found himself in a hospital, chat-
tering about the strength of the
youn ger man pitted against him.
While the country watched the
antics of our elected representa-
tives, their party bosses got into
a slanging match in poll-bound
Delhi The verbal duel has grad-
uated 10 a poster war between
the BJP and AAR with the two
& h oth

An extremely decent human
being, who was our Prime Minis-
ter for a decade, breat hed hislast
in a hospital in Delhi. Dr Man-
mohan Singh was truly mspect-
ed not only in Punjb and the
North, from where he hailed, but
alsoin other partsof the country
where perceptive citizens ferret
out decent and credible leaders
when they perceive the exis-
tence of such a rare specimen.

1t was not as o Sikh but as a
Congress leader and the Prime
Minister that Manmohan Singh

er in print. We are amused and
disgusted simultaneously, and
in equal measure.

Mercifully, there was the
proverbial silver lining. Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vidra delivered her
maiden speech in the Lok Sab-
ha. In fact, she opened the Oppo-
sition's arguments on disre
spect to the Cmnilumn She

dogised 1o the Sikh commu-
nity for the injustices heaped
upon them after Indira Gand-
hi's assassination in 1984. Such
agesture of humility and contri-
tion was not attempted by the
Congress government in Maha-
rashtra after the slaughter of
Muslims in Mumbai in 1993 or

by the BJP in Gujarat in 2002,
T had occasion to interact with

Dr Singh durk

also
Mmhﬂmimﬂhlhrr
Jawaharial Nehru, the béte noire
of the present dispensation. She
spoke well and sensibly too. She
resurrected a Micker of hope for
the return of decency and sub-
stance 10 proceedings in Parlia-
ment, as was prevalent in the
times of Pandit Nehru,

my
ioe and later Two such occasions
remain etched in memory. The
first arose when the IPS Officers’
Association asked me to meet the
mmw-ummmﬂ\y

Thescams reported
during his second tenm
inoffice werea result
ofhisrductance to
discipline colleagues.

home in Mumbai, the city of my
birth, Tasked the officer who had
spoken to me on the phone why
that was necessury when the
PM's own sonvinlaw was @
member of our service. The offi-
cer replied that the sondn-law
would not dare to broach the
lu}mdlulhcmlnummw

1

worked againet him. ,n

Kumar Ketkar asked me to
accompany them to Delhi to meet
the PM 1o discuss the repercus-
sons of this incident for the polity.

Dr Singh listened carefully to
each of us. I spoke about inter
community relations and how
avil sodety in my city was
involved in finding acceptable
solutions. He obviously took my

bai's airport, the Chief Minister
sent an emissary 1o request me
1o drive straight to his residence
to discuss with him the sugges-
tions | had made to the PM.

Dr Singh was an attentive lis-
tener He acted on ideas ifhe per-
ceived some menit in them. He
was not merely humble; his cred-
ibility was high. It is true that his
sense of decency sometimes
worked against him. The scams
that were reported during his
second term in office were a
result of his reluctance to disci-

0 honour the former PM's con-
tribution to the country and its
people. Dr Singh was the only
non-politician to rise to this
pedestal He did not command a
following among citizens like
other Prime Ministers did to a
langer or smaller degree. But he
deserves amonument in marble
to remind us of the man who
opened our economy and Bfted
crores of Indians to the ranks of

Bahin project, which literally took
Mahayuti over the finishing line
in the 2024 Assembly dections. A
massive exercise is afoot to
ascertain the eligibility of crores
of applicants whom the scheme
was not supposed to cover Half
of the would-be beneficiaries will
find themselves deprived of the
promised laugesse. They are
bound to grumble. In the mean-
time, the Agriculture Minister is
finding it hard o pacify farmers

belonging to Nl Pawar's NCP
faction and the 57 from Eknath
Shinde's Shiv Sena had a tough
time conduding who should be
in and who coulkd be left out. This
s a common occurmence that has
been experienced earier; but this
time around, the aspirational lev-
els had risen so sharply that it
took @ month after the election
results to amrive at a solution.
The police establishment will
be foroed to part with many more

which

n " Jigi o)

where is an
e\i.thﬂhughm-nhvm“l
beyond such weaknesses was
certainly exhilarating.

After the 2008 Mumbai temor
attacks, famous lyridst and
scrvenwriter Javed Akhtr and

were part of the coalition govem-
ment. Narendra Modi scores
nud\ll'«enhu\hmmlhelbd

1 0 provide secunty
(status, really) to the 40-ocd Min-
isters. Status and importance are
what they all cruve for. Sﬂll'.d
course, are in search of '

ity to manage coal tion pastners.

An unseemly row has enupted
between the Congress and lhr
RJIP about the site of a

folios! It will be difficult for
mDﬂmmMmlwphn
Mﬂlmﬂwﬂhlw
of hislesdersh

Thelegacy of heroes is the memory of agreat name and the inheritance of a great example. —Bejamin Disrac

The magic of

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

arestful sleep

Rajpv Ssanma

“YVERY time a patient suffering from a chronic disease
ke diabetes, hypertension, thyroid disorder or, for that
matter, obesity consults me, 1 always ask, “At what time

do you g0 1o bed?™ And the reply usually starties me. Most of
my patients tell me that they go to sleep after midnight, some
even as lateas oneor two o'clodk.

Next moming, they have o hectic day ahead of them.
With no time to spare for exercise and meditation, they are
caught in a vicious cycle. Their erratic lifestyle takes a toll
ontheir health, Thus, sleepdeprivation has becomea seri-
ous scourge of the modern times. Many people are suffer-
ing its serious consequences.

As 1 listen to the tales of skeep-deprived patients, 1 am

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 1925

Lord Lytton’s speech

IT is not inconsistent with our genuine satisfaction at the
rejection of the Ordinance Bill by the Bengal Legislative
Council to admit that the speech which Lord Lytton made
with reference o it in opening the session was a fine perform-
ance, entirely worthy of the historic occasion. Barring one sin-
gle point, it had in an eminent degree one characteristic note
of true ummy persuasiveness. The exception is as regards
His Bx ¥'s unjust and the Indi-
un Press, which, he said, had “studiously fostered a spirit of
distrust of the government”. This attack upon a class of men
who try their best o serve their people in the face of great
odds, and often at no small risk to themselves, was the less
defensible, b Excellency himselfadmitted that “the
\h-tprmd distrust of the government” that existed in this
country was “due to the fact that the government has so long
been without an element of rupmnb!lm' 10 the representa-
tives of an el "If this is the true of the dis-

trust, as it undoubtedly is, is it difficult to see that the Indian
Pn-sl isonly the r-lunl purvryu of awidespread feeling and
? Of course, His Excellen-

cy Inplu that the d.llnﬂ is no Im’l either natural or rea-

sonable because the government now has an element of
responsibility. This, however is a matter in respect of which
the vast majority of politically minded Indians hokd a contrary
opinion, and the Indian Press can scarcely be blamed for con-
stituting ftself as the organ and mouthpiece of this majority.

——

of my d days, when we would usually be
in bed by 9 pm. Hardly a soul stayed awake after ten
o'clock. Our cots were spread under the canopy of a starlit
sky, and we drifted into the dream world in no time. The
first rays of the sun would awaken us to begin our day with
renewed vigour and vitality. But, alas, those days are long
gone and we are paying a heavy price for the progress we
have made by cutting down on our sleep hours,

Recently, my wife and I visited New Delhi to attend the
marriage of my cousin's daughter. Complying with the
laws, the din of the DJ stopped exactly at ten o' clock. At
10.30 pm, the bar was closed. Used t the high-decibel
music and non-stop flow of liquor well past midnight at
marriage functions, we were mesmerised by the serenity
at the outdoor venue. We had dinner in the company of our
relatives and friends, whom we had met after a long time,
and chatted freely without straining our vocal cords. The
marriage ceremony was over well in time, and we woke up
mint-fresh the next day to congratulate the newly wedded
couple with wide smiles at the breakfast table. Such is the
power and magic of o restful sleep.

Studies show that if you are sleep-deficient, you may
have trouble making d solving probl control-
ling your emotions and behaviour and coping with change.
Children and teenagers who are sleep-deficient may feel
angry and impulsive and lack motivation. They may get
lower grades and feel stressed,

Patients often ask me that even though their health
parameters are normal, they don't feel fit. I tell them to
follow the time-tested adage of having adequate exercise,
sunlight, sleep and mindful eating. Sadly, our hectic pace
of life is straining the physical and mental limits of our
baody, but to what purpose?

Meanwhile, | have rephrased the popular quote displayed on
& board in the waiting area of my dinic. Now it reads: Eat Jess,
walk more; Watch less, read more; Scroll less, sleep more.

Disservice to RTI spirit
Apropos of the editorial ‘RTI on its knees';
the RT1 Act was enacted in 2005 by the Man-
mohan Singhded government to facilitate a
geater flow of information from public
authorities 1o the common man as & weapon
Itwas duti ylegls
hummuhdplmdhuemhlh
hands of the ordinary dtizen o demand a
and 1o admind

Address govt school crisis
Refer to “Teacher crisis’; the editorial rightly
highlights Himachal Pradesh's s

school education system, marked by severe
teacher shortage and the dominance of privite
English-medium schools. Even the poorest par-
ents avoid Hindi-medium govemnment schools

like ‘Schools of Excellence’
cannot compensate for inadequate staff and
facilities. My staffing schools with zer

But successive governments have chipped
away at the Act, making their actions less
accountable and transparent to the people.
“There are a huge number of cases pending

enmiment while ignoring understaffed ones
worsens the crisis. Recruiting an adequate
number of qualified teachers with a focus on
the English medium, a gobal language of

with iscrucial to reversing this trend.
Everyone should remember that CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA
is not just about secking benefits but also

about contribution to nation-bullding, Prioritise qmlly education

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

Refer to “Teacher erisis’; education and health
are not among our national priorities as we
invest minimum resources in them, in contrast

tion but also about getting it as a ‘right’,
something which goes a longway instrength.
' through

meﬂ:’ul Pradesh's education scenario is
pathetic as vacandes of teachers are not being

ening Yy
Opaqueness in governance is a recipe for dis-
aster. The Act needs 10 be strengthened 1o
take the country in the right direction by
adding checks and balances as inbuilt safety
measures. The strength of a democracy is
directly proportional to the strength of its at-
izens. Dilution of the Act in any manner is
anti democratic and un
mnmu\n PATIALA

Strengthen the law, don't stifle it
Refer to 'RTI on its knees’; the Right to Infor
mation Act is & crudial law that gives people
the right to access information in a time-
bound manner so that they an make

filled. M: larly in the Hin-
d:mh(bel e nearly saling in the same
boat. During a visit to China a decade ago, |
asked my guide, “How has your country devel
oped 50 fust in a short time?™ She replied witha
smile, “Sig, #t happened due to three things:
mmnmzmmnwm

IUMI,MM

Trump's dangerous rhetoric

Apropos of “Trump doesn't rule out force to
take Punama Canal, Greenland’; Donakd
Trump's alarming rhetoric on using foree or
economic means toacguire the Panama Canal,
Gm-nhml and even annex Canada echoes

Y
in government functioning and a bubwark
um! «'mpum. Bul l.he Act un‘\ddvrr

b d(ldalm
like Hitler and Mussoling, Such
cles, mnhdnnnhmlmlﬂu. risk destabil
Ising relations and undermining

lv&nlthﬂulnm:m&nmllnlm

gbhl M His call for prioditising military

ton C state

dipk y s equally trou-

commissions are understaffed. Nowonder the

pendency of appeals is nising day by day. Let-

ting off evasive public authorities with minor
4! and

bling. unuym-mmnmnmm
toral ambitions lead to conflict and devasta-
lmlluvﬂﬁrmmmmmd\
and uphold prind-

ples of cooperation and mutual respect.
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

Letters 10 the Editor, typed in doubie space, Should not excoed the 200 wond k.

not heavy
fines is another impediment.
KR BHARTI, SHIMLA
These shoukd be cogently nd
r X -
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES
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Afortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

R
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Whether in terms of investment, trade, or supply chain integration, the highly
complementary cconomics of (lmu and the US require mutual dependence and

1 for collat

in the tech sector. These

with significant

cannot simply be ‘blocked' by a Pentagon mandare.

= GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA-

A more
empathetic justice

Treatment of survivors of sexual and gender
based violence lacks sensitivity, denies dignity.
Delhi HC verdict is a welcome intervention

PRATIKSHA BAXI

INS Vv State, Justice Pratibha M Singh and
Justice Amit Sharma (December 10, 2024)
held that all hospitals are required by law to

whether marital rape is criminalised or
not. Marriage does not give men the li-
cense to rape their wives.
Giste Pelicot’s case is important for the
medical profession to root out bias against
gyt o ol

In;Whlml‘rumnpa_ttnnand mak-

of trauma are misrecognised and wrongly
labelled as malingering.

The Delhi HC by noting that hospitals
continue to deny free treatment while
courts hear rape and child sexual abuse
cases “routinely”, and “in large numbers”,

victims of
rape, chikd sexual abuse and acid attacks. The
Delhi High Court reiterated that Section 397,
BNSS, and Section 357C, CrPC makes it
mandatory for all hospitals, public or private,
whether under the jurisdiction of the cen-
tral government, state government, local
bodies or persons to provide free first-aid
and medical treatment. Further, the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare Guidelines
(2014) also directs that survivors of rape

Protesting farmers are demanding a legal guarantee for MSP. Will price assurance give an impetus to
farmers to diversify crops or does it go against a liberalising economy?

[t would

Add anew layer
to MSP: PDP

A price assurance mechanism, just
like GST, will spur formalisation
and digitisation of farm trade

HARISH DAMODARAN

SHOULD THERE BE a minitmum support price
(MSP) guarantee, legal or otherwise, for crops
produced by farmers? Two dm:dcs or kss

Th jence of the Green
and by o
over the first one-and-a-half decades of this
contury, i intheirland
i & i andre-

ducing cultivation costs only when there is
masnnn:nlwh:r between the time

for
Agnmlmn: is thr only business where

i are high. Yield

losses can happen at every stage of the crop
~ from dry weather impacting germination
and vegetative growth, pest and disease at-
tacks, frost, hail storms, temperature spikes

be a folly

How much government can buy, for how many
commodities,and at how many places, isa
question that needs serious analysis

\i.i

and market prices, they are likely to push
isahigh

lawer
mmd:MSPThumemdrltvnydnf-

ficult the hit to the

Mnfmcpdmdcﬁdtmymha-m
and

ASHOK GULATI

LET ME START by saying that my heart
bleeds when | see farmers agitating over
wlmhlhnrpmdu:e Ihave spent myen-

from now, we wouldn't it
The reason is simple: Wumlss«mg
ahaemorrhaging of the best lands as well as
human resources,
The most fertile farmlands — be it on both
sides of the Grand Trunk Road, the Ganga-

plai he Krishna-
Godavari, Cauvery and Mahanadi alluvial
delta b reales-
tate development, if not for building infra-
structure, factories and smart cities. Andhra

Just after one season, the, hadto
give it up precisely because of this reason. If
the government wants to make MSP more

abilis

risis of gov-
emance, However, the political class is not
apublic health issve,

There is scarce rage over victims being
denied medical treatment, or the fact that
mimamnmnbrmdlnborm:m\e

rwear dirty

by the pol; after
the nudxo-lqu mmmmn. Or that the
custs of labs to purchase containers to con-

masst receive all services such as OPDfinpa-  serve evidence (such as foetal matter) may
tient registration, pathology tests, radiology ~ be passed to the victim's family.
ind meds for free. l is a scandal that women .middld:m
n f the
court issued guidelines to all hospitals and pollcr stations. In each rape case, tlothes
i i it which include undergarments, sanitary
nurses, and. napkins, dress, socks, and other personal
that tosur- ch asshoes, ane sek

vmnlrapc,duldmmlmwxid
attack is a criminal offence. It directed that
mm:liyubcwwsulhgllulﬁn‘

iy the police for forensic analysis, However,
these clothes and items are not replaced by
thnmhldﬂdedﬁcm&nmﬂm
lars, the court’s

pro-
vided. Denial of free medical treatment is
punishable by imprisonment for one year
or with fine o both,

This order is critical to the
of “therapumr yunspmdmrl' because it

and the

snlulory rlghl to lhenpﬂmc access.

“the word hulmcm would include first

mar'uﬂml khemhxandaliymnm

per-

sonal items) m rape survivors, when such
things are collected for forensic analysis.

Clothes may be seized at police stations

or hospitals. Often victims are made to wait

In hlmd soaked clothes for hours, before

ico-egal procedures start, These pro-

mlum are highly intrusive, and often re-

aid, di -patient con- And then stripped of their
tinued out-patient d clothes, the victi from rel
tests, lab tests, surgery if required, physical  atives, policemen or wear hospital gowns.

and mental counselling, psychological
help, family counselling, etc”, And when
brought to the emergency, the hospital
shall not insist on 1D proof in order to ad-
mit the victim, but first provide immediate
treatment to the victim.

The Dethi High Court’s (HC) order when
read from the right to health, dignity, pri-
vacy and life perspective allows us to think
l:wt lhe riﬂll to “(hrnpculk xn-s! for

all based vi-

oknm Sun'ly. the medical &ufrnm can

tion fund of about Rs 25,000 crore, espe-
cially focused on pulses and oilseeds of
which India is a net importer,

domestic violence, or women raped or
beaten in marriage?
Doctors and judges have much to leam

are limits to minimising pmdumm uncer- ment of agriculturists, But rational policy- It may be worth noting that the 23 MSP from the recent French court verdict pun-
tainties, which will only increase with climate making requires mudl more than crops muﬁmrwgth)pummofm ishing mass rape of Giséle Pelicot who
change. But price risk is that can valueof 23 crops, i

d should be Itis im- ing of how the economy functions, espe-  MSF inthy f her. Her husband drugged her, engaged 70
perative and in self- clallythe rn'mdwmuhn"-“ fi The i ipe his drugged wife,
interest to make our farmers to farm today, on the agriculture of various Asianand  Centre Survey and his wifee after
tomorrow and beyond. The world cannot Afric ythat  revealed that not more than 10 per cent of he put her in a chemically induced sleep.

feed us; only we can,
“Legal MSP" is the least we can give toour
farmers, who one must assume to be as ra-

wmldbuﬁnﬂy—liwmﬁmmwawn
Maki

farmers sold their produce at MSP. It may
also be noted that this MSP policy is an off-
shoot of the acute grain deficit in the mid-

Adopting a right to health perspective,
one hnpcs that doctors and judges will

And in this state of trauma, they navigate
public spaces to return home, be this a
house, hut, shelter or a street.

Vasudha Dhagamwar, eminent femi-
nist law teacher and one of the signatories
of the Mathura Open Letter had first raised
this issue in the 1980s, in an essay in
Mainstream, Dhagamwar wrote about the
case of a warking class rape survivor who
awned only one sari — and this too was
seized as evidence, Surely the state s li-
able to such iterms, without passing
on the costs to the victim.

The state has an obligation to provide a
new pair of clothes (and other personal
items) to rape survivors, when such things
are collected for forensic analysis. By not pro-
wviding clothes, rape survivors are stripped
and made unsafe yet again. It amounts to
ofav i he BNS
and IPC). Under the constitutional schema,
this is a specifically gendered harm done to
rape survivors, Surely, law, state and society
can make provisions to provide clothes kits
to rape survivors.

Pradesh’ m;;aral Amaravati,is coming: tional and risk-averse as any businessmen, MSPs effective is different from malnlu 1960s. it won't be economically prudent if vdnp systems ﬂm allaw therapeutic ac-
33,0 acres of what used tobe lush ~ The way to do it is by paying the price MSPs legal. Let me elaborate. the same policy & harmof Thewriter is professar, Centre for the Study
, banana and turmeric-growing fields  difference when a crop is sold below its In a market economy, the price of any  plus in basic s mdcmblemrduluumwummnpcd of Law and Governance,
onthe! right bank of the Krishna. government-declared MSP, product is decided by the forces of demand Now, let us turn to the non-MSP seg- and beaten in marriage, irrespective of Jawaharial Netwru University
The same goes for | India officially Apri 'DP)system and supply. Suppose the productionofa  ment of agrs whichis! froe mar-
has 146.5 million "operational holdings"  will spur d digitisation of the ity inany year is 100 unitsand its  kets. During 2010-11 to 2022-23, for which
(2015-16 Agriculture Census) and 105-115 & trade, which is still } d d is 75 units. In such a situation, the  we have the latest data, fishery has been
million beneficiaries under the PM-Kisan  based. Farmers once aware of PDP will start price of that commodity would fall. With  growing at 8.2 per cent per annum, meat at L E
Samman Nidhi income sup- - demanding receipts from reduced prices, demand 7.3 per cent, eggs at 6 per | 3 |
port scheme. But the actual buyers, detailing both the expands, supply shrinks, cent, milk at 5.3 per cent, E ERS TO THE DIT()R
“‘%‘“.‘L"?""““‘"“" Agrculturelathecnly S0 T 2‘;&?‘»‘«2’&“’.&&‘& e o Nonact
~ households deriving at " © theircrop just is " g cent per annum, ~py . S
least half of their income ~ Dusinesswhereboth 30 G 'GST — where the and is high, creating a situ- have performed much 000 agri-commodities HMPV CHALLENGE AAP BI P FACE-OFF
from agriculture — maynot  production and price  buyer makes sure the sup- ation of supply exceeding better than the have MSP, and they are THISREFERS TOtheeditorial, Precaution  THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Fight for
be nx than «L n‘\'i:im,:x risks are high. Price risk w-;1 » d pml'i u?lu( lﬂt; government-controlled m P';riihibk m iskey' (IE, January 9). The HMPV vlr;iu capital' (IE, J:hm;m The ?32 came
Samridhi Agarw 1 ian i " onthe goods or services pur- 75) no private player wil 0 maisan & . and rice. But India mpuwerm o irop of anti-
estimated (‘Counting the is something that can chased in order for him to come forward to offer a Msl’.ngllm ‘m. ﬁual has grown at 2.5 per cent il L launched by
Kisan',IE, October 4. 2021).  and should be addressed. - claim input redit — farmers  price lower than MSPas it and rice. But, thisdoes i paddy at 32 per cont HMPV.  AnnaHazare. Arvind Kejriwal became
And those numbers are Itis a strategic on el b doso.ln  not mean that markets  overthe same period, This Threeof diainvolve ink popular for his simplicity and clean
probably dwindling faster i g i their sales that case, 3 ot ¢ dlearty - image. But his arrest and that of other
than we think. :mlpt 'ralh.« aixlin through digital payments. saddled with these extra ‘:_ l‘dﬁi;lnﬁy ;‘? . based systems have per- thevirus could already beinlocalcircula- — top AAP leaders in corruption cases
before et POPwill also 25 iswill.  ONCN ASIOMEAbY e g much better than tion. We lack the vaccines for HMPV,  have disillusioned the people. The BJP
Indian agriculture isnt just  self-interest to make our  gates to set up APMC man- ingto buy at the declared ~ government through  the  government-con- making supportive care and preventive  won't lose any chances to corner and
one of feeding 1.7 billion  farmers to farm l(lda)’, dis or even electronic trad- MSP The entire excess sup- export bans, sm&'king trolled MSP regime for measures essential, Inexpensive, acces-  discredit the AAP, Indeed, the election
mouths by the early-2060s.  yomorrow and beyond. ing platforms outside the ply will become the re-  Jimnits on private trade. wheat and rice. ill ilable,  will be a larity contest between
It's about retaining the best physical market yards, sponsibility of the govern- However, this does not limiting early detection in vulnerable  PM Narendra Modi and Arvind
available agricultural lands where farmers can sell their ment. How much the mean that markets are populations, Vigilance, preparednessand — Kejriwal, and the latter’s future may
and human talent in farming. produce. 'nu- larmrr nnly government can buy, and ¥ i public wb  hinge on Delhi Election 2025,
needs legal MSP for haw many ies, and at how  torted by the through export HMPV's impact. Thakre, Nogpur
ness, ratherth Il land  viaPDP, Kk is market in- needs  bans, stocking limits on private trade, sus- Sankar Paul, Nodio
i d for f ) and analysis. onaf fi drop THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Fight for
It is instructive to note that agricultural  on the mlrpvrmmcms nt of Some activists suggest price deficiency  ahat, and soon. All this is done in the name G capital' (E, January 9). Ahead of the
vthduri iy the Ce ..f"! Bk be ] I of sucha 3-inflati [ RETHINKING GROWTH clg:um&s. there i?lmlense political
economic reforms was primarily driven by ﬁnorul upomhrmuuhliulhcm scheme The pn So,theret bias inthe THIS REFERS TOthe article, Spendingand  drama around the “sheesh mahal” of
improved terms of trade for farmersand new  ation of the necessary sales data. such a scheme is that if MSP is declared - agri-price policy, which implicitly becomes growing'(IE, January 9) The presentgov-  the former Delhi CM. It is, however,
from hybrid seeds in vege We want the Punjab farmer to grow soy- gal, price  anti-farmer. s s, as ernment’s amb i important that the contenders are
bles and maize, genetically-modified Btcot-  abean, cotton, maize or arhar, instead of pﬂfffﬂ ly ythat has demands a coberent plan aligned with  grilled about the feasibility of their
ton, tissue-culture and high-density planting  paddy. But we also know that Maharashtra the upm—mdcd buyer of all negative Producer PSEs), India's demographic reality. Our coun-  electoral promises. Specifically,
in fruit crops, drip |mylinn md laser level- d soyabean i rket- for which MSPs are declared, which are 23 i agni try's massive population means there is — whether plans on women's safety,
ling to fast and com- Rs4.000-4,200 per q way as on day. If one argues that MSP is not le- uﬂmlr;nwmmmnﬁnmw scope for economic growth. Weneedto  pollution control and cash transfers
mercial layer breeder birds, below the MSP of Rs 4,892, One wouldn't be and build- empowerour low-skilled labour.instead  are well-planned or mere words on
Thchs(deudc mvet.haswﬂncud surprised, then, to see them plant more area covery is possible, but farmers need to be |uola¢rwalurcham— like the AMUL of putting all the focus on high-skilled  manifestos to be forgotten once the
terms  under sugarcane for the next season. for the di between - where farmers can get 75 capital-intensive sectors like semicon-  elections are over. Parties must also
oftr. ded 2011 Without basic p itisunre- market pricedefi-  to 80 per cent of what pays. ductors keep in mind the status of New Delhi
12« IOD), which rose from 8782 in 2004-05  alistic to expect any crop diversifi by cency lking gl wil 3 of which is yet to be fully. as the national capital, and must not
to 102.95 in 2010-11, has fallen to 97.21 in  farmers. We mustn't wait for the day when about maore which is not in line with the liberalisation mwlirpam.\mhlnknﬁm s:mwm engage in any campaigning that
2022-23. Also, the flow of innovations has  they opt to sell their land rather than even ofan of . strategy is essential, erodes its dignity.

slowed, with mare promotion of traditional
paramparagat krishi than cutting-edge agri-
cultural research.

SO FiCe OF sugarcane.
hanshdamodaran@expressindia.com

such a policy is that the mﬂmenl mdcrs

know that the
mmrl'anmbymtdiﬂurmmMSP

G is DN i ofessor at JCRIER.
Views are personal
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Amplifying misinformation

OPINION 1

Budgetingin the time of Trump

Meta's decision will harm public interest Forthe uncertain times ahead, the Budgetmustbalancegrowth shupstipend of 830000 all apply for nteen-
PR Y P . ' jobs, and governance — and the recipe is distinctly unglamorous  cee: hand-wring
with » otes” e X ormerhy ILLUSTRATION: BINAYSINHA P8 OVET i
Twitter) was triggered by imminent change in America’s political order. more i x4 and
Mcnfw:slmitmstuwmulﬁm andl"leudenlelectDonald‘l‘mmp 'g:m%::;?xﬂmmmmhm
e i We have seen, however, that faster growth does not

has, on multiple occasions, expressed anger at fact checkers. Meta Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Mark Zuckerberg also said the platform would reverse its 2021 policy
of reducing political content. This means more content on hot-button subjects like

utomatically
of jobs, net just in Indis, but also in other parts of the

_ world. A large swathe of the population needs rellef.

immigration, gender, and religion will be posted. The change will start in the United ‘With both the Ce hand-
&nm(USLMeun-yﬂndhhantrmswhchmplmlMu:EumpunUnm outsin Indlan
which h hne hand than conomic policymaking must always reckon growth in the face of looming uncertainties. version of a universal basic income. Like it or not, that
the US. This decision alters Mumewm.mnwuwhhenme mnmmemmmmnumummmmw huwmmnmmnw speclh .m::.ngm
platforms mpacts of 8O- ¢ the uncertalnty Is acute, The challengein last year FY27 onwards, the govemment can, less, sustain GDP growth at 65
i wm,.][:alm the N)ocl:lfxt - recent years was the Covid-19 It was hard 1} per cent in an adverse global environment, investors
Pact globally. US et to tell how long it would last. The policy response to  debt-to -GDP rath he flscal fself.  will view India's growth-with-inclusiveness model as
the 2016 it was, however, quite clear — fiscal and Inblunt terms, thi X nomean
Mxlchw:mbuth h'nmp-nl on The decision mmulm.akhouynnmammupwlmvarymg unmheaﬂnlhmmmmnmﬂmﬁsul Lastly, the government must focus on improving
wasin Third-party heck degrees of stimul and Budget psL

waeﬂwdbmewvedfyammComu! rated “false” is downgraded in news
feeds, If someone tries to share a false post, they are shown a note explaining why it
is misleading. Twitter used a similar system until it was bought by Elon Musk, who
mplnmdhwnhmmunitymmﬂmsummmunhomnvﬂy context

\\hulnomnhendollheunmnudgtfal‘mk.

deficit target of 3 per cent.
A

now that

perhaps,
mmmnsuaxmmmmmpmpm
vith his pl respand. Also

the scope for monetary easing may tum out to be less

put on
The I-\n.xch.l Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB)

than what analysts had hoped foe. The Issue may not
just be the of

are his stance on the two
Inmﬂendil‘gpmsmx.mlylngupmauuam |h P hotspots at the moment, inflation. Mr'T “The Bureau comprises professionals, a
- HERY SRy, Che . _— e l‘ il d West not iffs spedls higher Inflation in the US of the Reserve Bank of India and a rep-
thati notes. Th ddith d the and a strengthening of the dollar, at  resentative of the finance ministry. It recommends
has led to an explosion of hate speech, abuse and harassment, and violent content. Mm(xul‘nmmlykmwnhdu least inthe short-run. The US Federal  whole-time directors and non-executive
The first Transparency Report released by X after Mr Musk took over says 5.3 million the world economy must brace for Reserve has Indicated that rate cuts hmwthllnnmmmummukunuu
were by d for i between y and June 2024. This hy in 2025 will be fewer than onthe
isover 16 million d 2022, before Union Budget must be to keep the anticipated.  Post-Trump, other msmmmuwm
Twitter changed hands (October 2022). X also shares ad revenue with Mmmmmmmw eennmnlsnwynmlxnmg:l‘mm Alwmmo{mdepummdmcmm“pm
posters”. The combination of community notes and revenue sharing is a recipe for my!indum g of the Fed. )
dismeter. Controversial posts receive higher engagement, and posters that generate Golngbythelutestesumatesofthe FINGER ON THE “The second priority in the Budget dlrenasnmhllcmuh-nhneedsmbelmpmzd
get more ues. The con notes system may also lead to Narional Statstis Offce the govern- ) CF must be the lssue of —itis today. A graded scheme
content from and about public figures being action ment is likely to fall slightly short of educated canbe on the size and perfor-
by their opponents, which f free speech. the nominal growth target of 10.5 per TT RAM MOHAN Last year's Budget had announced mance of a bank.
Misinformation on social media about the pandemic contributed to the crisis, cent for FY25. It may still meet the fiscal three schemes almed at Incentivising “The Public Enterprise Selection Board, which per-
with many individuals seeking out quack avoidis deficle target of 4.9 per cent of gross employment lnlhepnvne sector, fc bl
Seafcy; ‘”‘“‘”d“'"""""“‘“"“"“““""’“""""‘mmm""“’““m MHMLM% o ﬂmmmaumm [ um.? Aumlmn hem-nd:;d - m;u»
estimate. expen: jon over wymmn« as SIB. It too must to appol
chhﬁLthZuckzlhugMnﬂlstwﬂ] “catch less bad stuff” after removing fact ForFY26, | crore annually. However, the Y st terma A
€ at the FY25 level of 34 per  the Budget was only 812000 crore. ! fboards
discourse, and reduce censorship and prevent “fake positives™ leading to the ban of cent of GDP, at the very Jeast. This must not happen at atall
innocent posters. However, fact checks with censorship of free speech is the expense of capital expenditure by public sector mmnummmm;:m:amhnm A growth rate target of around 6.5 per cent, a high
mmﬂydm!inhdﬁhhbyﬂmwhommglhﬂmmmmﬁum undertakings (PSUs). Total central public orthat  level of public capex.
and X the social-media landscape, (WWMMM)MMM- nwulum:; s not tak -I:!R job fthe fiscal deficit target,
falling Trumgp's wishes, the change tained at the FY25 level of 4.5 per cent. expectad, and it cannot mlhedupmwm d PSUs/PSBs—the
ﬁm’.ﬁf_ i mlinemmn:k ‘l"m_'_’:,i s ol 0 4 ‘This could well mean exceeding the fiscal deficit  numbers of jobs In the near future. The services recipe may seem distinctly unglamorous. Well, that is
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Local, not global

Indian brands are rare in foreign marketplaces
ewsthat | K
lnmncklnodnujurl—hldlnm‘sisammhﬂndﬂ!mhﬁwndwd
Ever:

he Indi

opened up to global competition in 1991, it is foreign names that have
come to dominate Indian homes, Many Indian brands have either disappeared or

ury!a(dSpewuﬁdGDPﬁxF\’m‘M‘""“ inlast
year'sk Sobeit. Th im for GDP

of close to 6.5 per cent In the coming year. It is  basis,

growth
hard to see any big rise in private Investment driving

many are of low

quality.
To alleviate educated unemployment on a crash

what Is required In the uncertain times that the arrival
of Mr Trump bodes.

2025: India’s tech transformation year

Artificial intelligence: Al including generative AL
s vital for India to Jeapfroy in

a $4 rillion

InmE.Indhvnllrmhtwokzymnenom—

Indla faces a shortage of high-quality geospatial
data. Policles like Svamitva, the 2021 map policy, and

ind
mw‘”wmh’ Where Onida and Videocon once dominated Japan to become the fourth-largest globally. Its Th the drone policy provide a foundation. Nationwide
market for TVs, Japanese. future progress towards becoming the third-largest of for 10,000 graphics should d d by

Korean, and, increasingly, Chinese brands now rule the showrooms. In cars, the economywilld be Al must be ised for  Gatl Shaktl, a Geographic Information System-based
Premier Padmini and Ambassador vanished when Japan's Suzuki set up its joint Ing technologles, with McKinsey's 2024 report identl- master plan, should be universalised across projects.
venture to launch the Maruti, an Indian brand only in name. Here, too, it is the fylng 18 tech-areas that could add $29 trillion to $48  and ping models in PMU
Japanese, Koreans, Germans, and Chinese that offer consumer choices, with Tata trillion globally by 2040. oo o IO Segmgen 0 ol Jies :I:lmﬂﬂ!hhlﬂmwsmdﬂbym:
mmm&mmmmwmmmmmm-m 3 in two key "“' o " Airdide — zones, enabling sustainable
consumer goods, brands such as Anchor, Nirma, Uncle Chipps, and Binny's, which i e India’s swift disital In the $600 billion global cloud compute market,
once gave multinational players a run for their money, have all vanished or receded and reduces dependency on imports. In a doption h. d i India holds L6 per cent of the share,
to the margins of the market. world, where network effects are signifi- increasing risks. Threats from Almis- 20 per cent of global data. The Clex

Haldiram’s, in contrast, is one of the handful of Indi; ned and P cant, use, quantum technologies, and the DPDP Act, and rising Al cloud demand present a
‘brands that not only grew but held its own agai from multi- and huge economic gains, as exemplified tools like for India to expand its data
nationals such as Lay’s, Nestle's, Kellogg's, and Haribo's. More to the point, it took its :" o ﬁﬂmmmmﬂy intensify :mecnmy‘n:mm lmﬁm
mtndgl: o wil: Sceorien s spptpns ot lnd_u:Unidehgd yNorth Americe, This year should be a watershed year, curity regulations, with penal provi-  global by 2030,

ast Asia, and West Asia. Amul, the flagship brand of the Gujarat Co-operative - &
: 2 transforming India into a *Product slons, must be enacted across critical  a$100 billion industry.
Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), is another notable exception. The pride of Nation,” with 2 trillion allocated for competition: To deal with digital monop-
India’s White Revolution, it is now a 380,000 crore brand that strongly expanded its Research & Development to the private aviation, oil and gas, and health care. mmm“mrumummnor.wm
core business of milk, dairy products, and chocolates, against growing competition sector. Finalising its governance and Data to balance wel-
would be of . Act (DPDP), 2023, should be imple- d d
to over 50 countries, i the United States and European Union, Amul is now foremost importance. Other policy OFF THE GRID mented early in 2025. Expanding the Alr mobility: India has emerged as a global con-
reforms include: Opening up of R&D medd@uallmmﬂcslnhuﬂnms uendermmedmlmmry with startups advancing

amember of the Global Dairy Trade, a platform where only the world's top six dairy
players pruduc!s however, indigenous brands overseas across all sectors, including defence, by notifying taxi designs. While rules for verti-
thin 2ef} helr Inde mnln. PR i.l.'d " 5 Af:: e id deep-t AJAY KUMAR of electronic evidence, along val pcns and standards for alr-taxis have been notifled,
- po . Y, ! supporting the
mdmmwmwm frican network st policytofoster _indigenous tools, is crucial. {raffic management This shouid be notified In 2035,
priority bigger skilled A nodal With several fab projects
T\mnbdndmuflndhnbmldsmglobﬂcwipeﬂﬂon with many of them in viz,, be notified to roll out In key in different states of India, 2025 should
tack of I slobal 4 def: AR
which building. Thi bl u( Imﬂgenous industry products through Mhlar;l space, and finance. A time-bound action plan for backend fabs, and incentivising the ecoqﬁern sup-
comings demonstrate how the habits of the protective licence raj have and key and post-quan- gases,
Ing so that it Is industry-led and bya lq- tum cr aging existing I viability,
Sorporsta campetkive abiitios and thinking. This is not to £y that Indian businems islative framework. ' should be m—mmmmmmmnnmm
isnot capable of parrying glo Manyof The use of new Also, fe satellite capa-
at doing so have evolved in the crucible of open competition. For instance, airlines boosts -d gen-  bilities must be developed. "
such as Jet Airways (until it imploded), IndiGo, and Vistara (until it merged into Air erating effects the wealth: Tech giants like Google, fund; Yo' mmallscalek _..m
i . G actions — creating pro- and Amazon have become tril- indhustry. Th d
mmpedﬁonﬁumﬂ!wuddkhiggnﬂﬂmewithnngltnuhbmﬂ"ud\u and llgb—dnll}r data. India, asatop al il
Amrut, Rampur, and John Paul's making by (AA) in 2025 will be pivotal for advancing
Sombuwﬂimﬂmmlybammulglmmthedﬂkyofymmglmﬁm mpﬂanMIumoandhaumdLr Mlm ......ln](]ﬁ.theﬁnnmndbe new technologies through the right policy steps.
brands to become truly world-class. $he A4 model 1n
lzdndq)lbnAmndmp{olszIm.lﬁewieymch mmmmmﬁxllm‘ is vy and
nologies s outlined bel and healthcare, Sormerdefence secretary
* d surrender their property. A di ng 4
menscn 1rom Lu ana gt T G Thewo
P dia. Oy he hi Retter, 1
Wachsler, ownerof that had andthe
, himself a promi- Dr Jewish been Aryanised. book hassome Interesting family
nt Ludhiana remem- him, had been job Neither Fritz Welss nor Hans Losch
i Jewish, Instead they
who didn't achieve much success, Hewaswillingto ed pr Jewsand
T surgery, based Jewlsh Gentiles. The account ofthelrinternment
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BOOK REVIEW Wachsler, wh A Lo, ARESUUEWVIENN:  (RA book 0 i
y The Story of an
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Memorial's designation for those who “onsul who y cultureof Vienna. Thisisaclear-eyed ribute toan
helped victims of the Third Relch's Final General. sk lifeor had by P g
Sotution. To Vinay Gupta, author of A res- Jews. T Vl NA R f
cue in Vienna, Kundanlal, a former y weavingheowneda VINAY Gurra  Price:¥599 The lack
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Wealth tax: Let’s judgeit
principles of taxation

Tax canons laid down by Adam Smith remain relevant, though his list has been extended.
Test the idea of a wealth tax against these, lest we get carried away by progressive idealism

he trouble with taxation is not its

inevitability, nor its comparison for

that reason with mortality, but its

susceptibility to being viewed

through lenses tinted by the

viewer's own tax liability. Evidence
of thisrises and falls in waves, peaking around
budget time. For asteady view of the broad
idea, one must turn to first principles, These
were set out by Adam Smith in The Wealth of
Nations (1776) as “canons of taxation.” They
still serve as a good test for tax ideas.

The first canon is that of ‘equity.’ The tax
burden must be proportional to the taxpayer's
ability to pay. As Smith put it: “The subjects of
every state ought to contribute towards the
support of the government, as nearly as possi-
ble, in proportion to their respective abilities;
that is, in proportion to the revenue which
they respectively enjoy under the protection of
the state.” Second is the canon of ‘certainty.”
One'sliability must not be arbitrary. In Smith’s
words: “The tax which each individual is
bound to pay ought to be certain, and not arbi-
trary. The time of payment, the manner of pay-
ment, the quantity to be paid, ought all to be
clear and plain to the contributor and to every
other person.” Third is the canon of ‘conve-
nience.’ Taxes should be easy to pay. As Smith
said, “Every tax ought to be levied at the time,
orin the manner, in which it is most likely to
be convenient for the contributor to pay it.”
Fourthis the canon of ‘economy.’ This is about
efficiency. “Every tax ought to be so contrived
as both to take out and to keep out of [people's
pockets| as little as possible over and above
what it brings into the public treasury of the
state.” Inother words, the exchequer’s cost of
tax collection must be kept minimal.

Asthe concept evolved, later economists
added to Smith's list. Alfred Marshall, for
example, proposed a canon of “elasticity.’
Taxes should be flexible enough to adapt to
flux in the economy, serving as a policy tool if
need be, Arthur Pigou and others came up
with the canon of ‘neutrality.” Taxes should not
needlessly distort the economy—by altering
incentives, for instance, unless that's the goal.
And then, there's the canon of ‘simplicity,’
backed almost universally by economists on
popular demand. Taxes must always be easy to
understand and comply with, so that there is
very little scope for error and paying them is
not a burden. This principle is often violated
flagrantly across the globe, with Indian taxes
notorious for their complexity, due partly toa
palimpsest effect: our tax codes have been
overwritten over and over. Meanwhile, a
canon that has been edging its way onto the list
is that of ‘feasibility." If a particular tax is not
feasible in practice, evenifitis ideal on other
counts, such as equity, it's best not to levy. This
has been the rationale for not levying a wealth
tax, an idea aimed at making taxation steeply
progressive, It fails not just the feasibility test,
but a few others too. Since wealth isa stock
(apile-up), not a flow (like income), reliably
updated market data on it is available only for
very few kinds of assets, Share ownership in
listed firms is visible wealth, but taxing it to the
exclusion of off-market holdings (unlisted
shares, land, gold, etc), or even crypto stashes,
would not only be unfair to those who get
taxed, it would bend incentives away froma
key allocator of capital in the Indian economy:
the stock market. And then, there's also the
risk of capital flight. Let’s face it: Taxing wealth
is high on idealism but low on pragmatism.
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Hacked in 2024? India’s privacy
rules require you to take action

Draft digital personal data protection rules demand that data breaches be reported retrospectively

SAJAI SINGH
Is partner, |SA Advocates & Solicitors

ast year, did any of your employees
use aco-worker's computer and

tection Rules, 2025 (Privacy Rules),

contract incl ndm a M]uln'nu-m |hn

require such retrospective reg ng. It
covers data breaches occurring in the
Interim period from the notification (1
August 2023) of the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDP Act),
toits full implementation sometime
later this year, The window between the
two dates may not be considered a holi-
day or safe harbour. As the erstwhile IT
minister had advised, this just means
that data breaches will sccumulate, The
DPBLis expected to start adjudicating
On cases 48 so0n as it isable to. Unless
the privacy rules explicitly provide oth-
erwise, which they don't, the DPDP Act
is in force for all data fiduciaries vis-a-
vis their interactions with data prinei-

read files without auth,

pals. The fi need to implement
q

and

Maybe the access

no information was shared. But because
itwas viewed by an unauthorized per-
son, the data is considered breached.
What if someone with legitimate autho-
rization purposely accesses and/or
shares data with the intent of causing
you harm? This malicious insider also
caused a data breach. Did any employee
Jose an office device last year? It coukd
be an unencrypted and unlocked laptop
or external hard drive—anything that
contained sensitive information. Again,
adata breach has occurred. Finally,
were you hacked?”

All these constitute data breaches, It
occurs when the personal data for
which an organization Is responsible
suffers any unauthorized processing or
accidental disclosure, scquisition, use,
sharing, alteration. destruction or loss
of access that compromises the confi-
dentiality, integrity or availability of
such data,

1fyousuffered a data breach last year,
woulld you have needed to report it toan
authority? ‘No' may be your guess, since
India did not have a data protection
authority in place. But will you need to
report such oceurrences, retrospec-
tively, once the envisaged Data Protec-
tion Board of India (DPBI is set up?

The dralt Digital Personal Data Pro-

tional measures to avold possible data
breaches, And if such breaches happen,
then notification and other triggers may
apply to them retrospectively.

So, what actions do data liduciaries
need to take in the interim? First, map
the personal data being collected,/pro-
cessed, Then, implement security sale-

proc
security standards’ for their processing
activities,

Now, if'you did suffer a duta breach,
whodo you call? The DPBI as soon asit
st up. In the interim, did you inform
the affected data principals? This will be
one of the first questions the DPBI will
ask. So it should be done now.

What ifyou don't inform the DPBI of
adata breach you suffered in the
interim period? Failling to report a data
breach could lead to fines of up to 1200
crore. And, just in case you didn't put in
place ‘reasonable security safoguards’
during this period, you may incur a fur-
ther liability of 250 crore.

Ifyou do decide to inform the DPBI,
how much time do you have to make
this call? Since nothing has been pre
scribed on breaches in the interim
period, it may be safely assumed that it
would be within 72 hours of the DPBI
being able to receive reports. If you
need more time, just ask the DPBIL It
may allow more than 72 hours if the
data fiduciary sends ina written and

guards, Vark

data security well d request for
could be adopted, such as encryption, Do the draft privacy rubes treat all
obfuscation and mapping personal data m'u hes uniformly?

ontovirtual tokens to secure personal
data from breaches. Should data pro.
cessors be involved, ensure that the

R
QUICK READ

Organizations that use and
process our personal data, called
data fiduciaries, may need to
report all data breaches that
occurred once India’s privacy law
was notified on 11 August 2023

This may prove burdensome
for minor breaches that entail
Iittle risk. Thankfully, there is still
time to offer the government
feedback so that it can review
rules that need amendment
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Let’s take cues from Piketty to raise India’s tax revenue

MADAN SABNAVIS

1

—_—

Is chief economist, Bank of
Baroda, and author of
‘Corporate Quirks: The darker
side of the sun’

hen it comes to budgeting, there
aresame revenue streams that are

The first idea is in the realm of luxury.
Today, it is well accepted that while there
may be rural or urban distress, the rich are
never affected by economic conditions. So,
canwe think ofa luxury tax or surcharge that
will not burden the taxpayer nor reduce
demand for the product or service taxed? To
be fair to the afluent, income and wn\nllhan-

linked with broad thinthe

economy. These include the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST), which is a consumption-
based tax, corporate tax, which is linked to
the profitability of companies, and customs.
duty, which is driven by imports. The actual
flowsare contingent on how these elements
perform and are thus beyond the govern-
ment'scontrol, True, better complinnce has
been witnessed in the past, thanks to better
systems being put in place. But beyond a
point, such flows tend to plateau out.

Therefore, the government needs tolook
atnew avenuesof taxation within this frame-
work. Surcharges and cesses, levies that
have often been used, could be applied to
these new areas, Three ideas, borrowed
partly from Thomas Pilketty’s dogma of tax-
ing the rich more, can be pursued. Two of
them follow that logic, while the third would
leverage the success of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPD to garmer revenue.

generated taxe
the way. llvmv it would not be right to tax
the same directly again. But all new pur-
chases can be brought under a Tuxury sur-
charge,’ which may be analogous to the
income tax surchange on incomes above 50
lakh per annum. It can be imposed at the
time of purchase (and not on income).
Hence, a house costing more than, say,
U0 crore could carry asurcharge of 5% This
rate can go higher as the price crosses 120
crore. Itis not uncommon to hear of busi-
ness executives and celebrities purchasing
luxury homes priced above 100 crore,

class or first class could bear a luxury tax
besides GST, as these services are usually
used by the affluent or on business socounts.
This logie can be extended to celebrity

where deals 1100

Asper the Agriculture Census of 201516,
there were around 146 million holdings in
the country, of which 838 000 were classi-
fled as large, adding up tojust L%, Bringing
this class under a large-holding cess would

nfortunately, all
listed earl qual
ify. shmldn t minor breaches have had
fewer compliance obligations? Would a
risk-based approach be a fairer way of
dealing with breach consequences? It's
possible the government will consider
rule changes if public comments raise
these questions before 18 February.

One last point. If the data breach also
involved a cybersecurity incident, the
Computer Emergency Response Team
(Cert-In) also needs to be informed.

Now that the much-awaited privacy
rules are out in draft form, if we offer
our comments, not only will we help
strengthen the legal shield for digital
personal data, but also address the loose
threads around breach notification,
especially the potential retrospective
reporting requirement with its cut-off
date of 11 August 2023,

,TIUOE A !!OUQ!Q—I

We have a system that
increasingly taxes work and
subsidizes non-work.

MILTON FRIEDMAN

I

Intuitively, this group of UPHusers with
high receipts could be sent tax notices.

It shoulkd be noted that several street ven-
darsdobusiness which could cross 85,000
aday, but may not lmln the tax net as they

crore, As thisisabout L |
goodwill generation, a luxury surc! haruv
would not deter companies from signing

augment g
The third idea that could be looked at
irm ilves leveraging L ll’l dati. This platform

such deals. A surcharge could abso be levied
on sportspersons who have been earning
large sums in s that do not

I pay: mr-m for

Il transactions.

Involve playing for the nation.
PHO hat h

h P

ken about for long but

While it is true that th on these
tavakd ivescale, the
luxury surcharge vmuld RO to lhl‘ Centre,
unlike the former, which goes to states,
Similarly, a stay in a hotel room costing
above 150,000 per day can be subjected to
asimilar surcharge of 5- 20% depending on
the underlying value, Air travel by business

was never implemented: =eE turn are identifiable by
taxing agriculture. Here, QUICK READ people’s PAN numb
picking up from Piketty, By running an algo-
itwould be easy to target Revenues that depend onthe rithm, the government
afMuent landlords, An economy's growth tend to can procure information
annual cesscan belevied  plateaubeyonda point. Thus, it's — onthe earings ofall UPL
on large holdings of Important to look for new tax payment recipients. This
I() I() hectares (and  avenuestoincreasetheinflows  can help draw up a list of
donthevalie  needed for budget allocations.  those who received pay-
of the property as ments above a specified
defined by the state (cir Aprogressive luxury tax, say — threshold of say 320 lakh

cle rates are an example
Inurbanareas). This will
not affect small farmers
andonly coverrich land-
lords.

onhouses priced over 210 crore
or business-class air travel, can
beexplored. Small businesses.
with sizeable top-lines may also
be tracked via UPI data trails

his digital are acceptod more or less

everywhere in India, including by street
vendors. All UPT transactions are linked to
bank accounts, which in

tor. The Indi

n\m-m has evolved over the years, with
Form 26AS and AIS capturing virtually all
transactions via bank accounts, including
ones as little as T earned by way of a share
dividend. UPLdatacan be analyzed in detail
10 assess potentlal tax Hability.

GST has helped bring about greater for-
malization in the economy, which in turn
has resulted in higher tax collections. But

in a year (this would
broadly put them in the
bracket of income tax
payers after adjusting for
expenses).

e
nesses that conld potentially pay its fair
share of taxes. This isa project that the gov-

ernment should take up.
I| is important for the government to keep
W AVENeS

Th
side the tax dmm«‘n reach and should be
included. A tax based on the UPE database
may not result in lange collections, but will
ensure that a trail is established and would
lead to higher collections in the future. It is
not what Piketty had in mind, but if com-

hlm\lv\ itha hmln surcharge, it could add

Vs budgetary

grevenue,
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Start-up travails

Scaling up has seen many hurdles; sharp decline in
seed-stage funding complicates things further

EPORTS THATHINDUSTAN Unileveris looking to acquire Min-
imalist, a start-up in the beauty and personal care (BPC) space,
forabout $350 million is evidence of the difficulties direct-to-
consumer (D2C) brands face in scaling up. This is not the first
time that consumer giants are showing interest in buying out brands;
about two years back ITC had picked up a big stake in Yoga Bar, with an
intention to buy more from the promoters in due course. At the time Yoga
Bar was available in 6,000 retail outlets across the country and boasted
gross margins of about 45%. But revenueswere justabout 100 crore.As
the Yoga Bar promoters said in an interview to this paper, the support
fromITC intetmsol cash investments andadistrlbudon nelworkof four

NDIA IS AN agricultural power-
house and dominates the pro-
duction of essential food grains
such as rice, wheat, and puls
This also places Indiaat the fore-
front of producing water- lntenslve
crops.Inp
India caters to domemt demand and

o
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
deay‘s India not only firmly asserts

©® SINKING RESOURCE
BY SCALING UP EFFORTS, STATES CAN SAFEGUARD RESOURCES, ENHANCE AGRI-PRODUCTIVITY

Make groundwater sustainable

AMIT KAPOOR

Chair, Institute for Competitiveness

servesasa

at 2294, This can be attrib-

million outl pted their decisi 3 ‘_,fmng ity. However, the counny‘s agriculture
presence,achannel that most start- cknowled, sector g at thecost of
critical to reach more buyers, can be quite challengmg as Honasa Con- areusedforirrigation,

sumer has discovered. The revampmgof the company’s offline distribu-
tion,entailinga shift tothe di del fromth stock-
ist model, didn’t go down too well. The cost of the adverse lmpad onthe
inventory of about ¥40 crore has been significant for a business that
posted an operating profit of 137 crore in FY24.

Even where there is no plan to build an offline distribution channel
and D2Cbrands can get traction online, both on their own sites and also
on platforms suchas Flipkart or Nykaa, it is not easy to make money. Min-
imalist, one of the few profitable firms in the BPC space, did fairly well in
FY24 topost ¥374 crore in revenues but its profits were just 210 crore. For
their part, legacy offline players across sectors appear lobewilling to pay

Between 2016 and 2024, the global
population increased from 7.56 billion
to 8.2 billion, and India’s population
lncmaud from 1.29 billion to 1.45 bil-

uted tothe fact that Rajasthan hasanarid
and semi-arid climate, and thus experi-
ences a higher evaporation rate, causing

its own point but also strongly amplifies
he voice of the Global South

thod:

for g ¢
specifically in Gujarat, Haryana, Kar-
natzh Madhya Pudenh Maharashtra,

tothe CGWB,2 3%oﬁheducrku inthe
country had unsustainable groundwa-

terlevels in 2016-17, which reduced to
199 in 2023-24.This improvement can
be attributed to the effectiveness of

ther reducin, d it;

g g
and income. The CGWE thus cautions
that if the current farming and irriga-
tion practices continue, more than half
of thedistrictsof Puni

Funhumom‘,‘al agricultureisastate
subject, the state governments should
dd d

pup " L

Punjab and Haryana experienced lower
groundwater salinity at 2.77% and 0%

) P

water

have no g for
future use. The same scenario could be

atime-bound f

states that have unwlninable ground-

top dollar for astrong online brand offi
cannot resist. That pmbablyexplalnslhe saleo{ 227%stakein Caratlane
by promoter Mithun Sadml toTitan for T4, 62 1 crore sometime back.
Forallth of top. ving out start-ups, how-

ever,investments in seed- stagefundmg fell toless than $1 billionin 2024
with the number of rounds plummeting by 40% to 925.To be sure, the
total investments in 2024 were up only by 6%at $11.1 billion. But even
in 2023, investors didn't seem tobe as risk-averse; they put in more than
$1 billion in seed- stage investments across 1,545 rounds. In 2024,
though, there was a fair bit of reluctance to support yet unlesled busl-
nesses. Just about 395 start-ups got first-time funding round:

to the Cen- P i d in 21-230b of the districts water levels should proactively take
tanmundwnew Board (CGWB) Report canal irrigati rkandadoptionof = in Haryana and Rajasthan. measures to remedy the situation.
on Gmundwater Assessmem the = mic igation that avoids waterlog the p g | issues states such as C|
ging and reduces their reliance on ing bl g Bihar, and Odisha
increased from !s%m 2016 171052% [ p to for irriga- that have safe groundwater levels could
in2023-24.Th: p jasth, P t&on,lndh musturgently = b ged to practi; ffi
inth g A As isa take steps to secure its | cient agriculture for water-guzzling
Asa raull of the current farming can seep under the m subject, the agrlculmnl future, Pro- crops. Some nals have already taken
practices ground, g in the state governments  ject the fthis, For ,Odisha’s
most districts of the top paddy~pmduc- concentration of chemi- g0 1q ramp up their ulation touching 8. 95 bil- lntegnmd Ierigation ijen forClimate
ing states such as Rajasthan (19), Punjab cals and metals like lionby 2036, out of which Resilient.
(19), and Haryana (14) have over- nitrates and uranium in efforts to address India's population is tion efficiency and climate-smart agrl-
exploited their groundwa(u for Iniga the beyond dy dtohit 1.52bil- | cultural practices in the state that has

mnpmpaus. P thait limits. i lion, underline the need

p f  For , nitrate cont- in Is. to improve India's irriga-

its and the caused by run- b tion and farming prac-
—_—— =

concentration af polluunts ﬂut

off of nitrogen-based fer-

tices. This is necessary to

already extracted about 48% of its
groundwater. The project is funded
through World Bank assistance at a
70 30 (Cznue_«nau) cost-sharing basis.

with 665 in 2023.0ne doesn’t blame the mves(olsfnnummg i
more money was being made

needed and at valuations that were clearly unjustified. Homer, the fall
in seed-stage funding is somewhat dlsappoimmg because that is what
innovationalive.It’ ible that th dideas
out there, but the few promldng ones shouldn’t lose out (orwam of cap-
ital. That cnuld hun the eoosyﬂzm atatime when a new breed of entre-
1g business models. While valuati
have corrected hurting retums, inmal public offerings have given
investors handsome exits. Some of the dry powder could perhaps be
for seed-stagy

US-China tech break-up
is a race to the bottom

AMESSY, C break-upby he US and Chinaisforcinga rethink
about what the industry might look like for consumers in a decoupled world. On
Monday, the Pentagon blacklisted internet and gaming giant Tencent Holdings
for alleged links to thz Pmple s Liberation Army. On Friday, TikTok will mahe its

final p ourt asit faces
national security concerns.

The news greeted attendees this week at one of the industry’s biggest extrav-
aganns in Las Vegas, where cnmpanln typital]y convene to hy out their dmam-

than 1,200 Ch fi atthe
CES trade show are vying to emer v.he us malkct, the hrgea foreign representa-
tion and more thana g
Nvidia chief mmdve uﬁh-r Jensen Huang headlined opening night withan
product updates. Last month, China's mar-

ket mguhmrsopeneda probe intothe USchipmakeumidlhe recent escalations. [

First, over-fertilisation results in
increased soil salinity, which can leach

Suchissues adversely impact the health
ofthect Th d

gation for prudent management of
water usage, and

water b«;’umﬂlur'm! for mnw‘l’nptlan,

improvement in soil health. It also

d the Pradhan Mantri Krishi

source of ging g and
between Punjab,and Haryana,
Rajasthan received the t averaj

highes
rainfall (608 mm) in 2023-24. Yet, its
groundwater experienced the highest

such as blue baby syndrome in infants,
thyroid disorders, dental fluorosis, and
cancer. Polluted groundwateralso leads
to lower soil health and crop yleld, fur-

Sinchai Yojana in 2015 to promote drip
and sprinkler irrigation for reaping
“more crop per drop". Likewise, the Atal
Bhujal Yojana announced in 2019

yimp q y tilisers in the groundwater is a key  ensure water security and serveas
ityof d Notably in paddy-prod h in the country. The gnv ful sustainable water management in
nun! districts in Fun)ab, Ha.ryana. and as Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra emmem of | th has offering the dual benefit of
P exts cttheirg, Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. ght direction ng India’s critical groundwater
s ter igy P ilisers used in Rajasth the National Mission for termagri-
ilable to busi than was probabl this, use of i espe- Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and Agriculture in 2014 to promote sus- cultural resilience. Bymllng up these
clally for paddy: Tamil Nadu seep into the groundwater  tainable agricultural practices like zero | efforts, especially across the water-
the groundwater quality. and cause uranium contamination.  tillage, cover cropping, and micro-irri- stressed districts, states can safeguard

their water msaumn, mhanm agm:ul
tural

tribution to global food securityinanera
of mounting climate challenges.

With inputs from Ananya
Khurana, senior researcher,
Institute for Competitiveness

Time to turn to currency options

JAMAL MECKLAI

CEQ, Mecklai Financial
www.meckiar.com

US equities are not a good bet at this point.
This could turn into a blessing for the rupee, if
investors turn their attention to other markets

SINCE JULY LAST year, the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) efforts to squeeze out
volatility from the USDINR market
resulted in the formation of a crumbling
cliff,and,when pushcame toshove — asit
did with Trump’s victory in the US presi-
dential election — the rupee keeled over
ll 1-timel
ag\czny —andaswas pointed omhy
myself and many other analysts — the
b ot 1

approa

vision for arobot and autonomous vzhldeﬁlled future — nr M these machines

g shlenmovetn T I '-"‘l!nuntonluhhddmof

Chi i doesn't Butitstill
sent shares falling and deals a major mpundma]hlawm(hevmdd’l largest game
pi from Reddit to Epic Games.
’l‘encem s blacklisting allo mks backfulng in other ways. The US has been
risks as reason to come after Chi-

dershaven't
very l‘onhcnmmg aboul what exactly that means.

g around p

TikTokafter

itasa dueto

its | parent company ByteDance, but have heavily
redacted t.humnklng gun evidence,

The Dx

public mcelpn that Tmcem works with the Chinese
military(it doesn’t have to). But it has become harderto

CATHERINE

other negative impacts: the RBI's foreign
currency assets (FCA) fell dramatically
(USD 100 billion and counting since Octo-
ber 2024, if we include its forward sales);
volatility in the domestic market
increased, making it difficult for banks
and colmul to plan their cash flows
(which ed growth); and the rupee’s

h rate climbed ( deri

CURRENCY CORRELATION

Change in Pace of DXY ange Rupee vs dollar since Jan 2023
Till Jan 8 from DXY appreciation  inrupee Correlation 80 (Inverted scale)
Sep1,2024  6.79% 0.05%perday -224%  31.0%
Nov 6, 2024 3.37% 0.05% perday -1.95% 24.6% :z
Dec 17,2024  1.68% 0.08% perday -1.07% 51.0% :::
remains — particularly given that the  of*buythe rumour, sell the fact”. needs to allow some two-way volatility
rupee is now (hopefully) more closely US equities are showing quiteabitof into the market asa shock absorber.
linked to the dollar — iswhat is goingto  nervousness. Many analysts are pnindng On the other hand, once Trump is
happentothe dollar.Currently,theDXYis  outthatthe D and his

nearly 20% higher than its last 20-
average, and, while it is still about (‘0%
bel its all-tii hich it i th

utive years of 20+% plm, something
that’s never happened before. Mme

the

becomes more manlfﬁt,we' could seea
“risk of f" mood build lng:lnba] ma:ht:
This. 4

apom less competitive).

bering that high was set in 1985 {during
h Accord).

the P!

REI — the new g inon
December 11 — appears to have promp-
ted some fresh thinking in the area and
(see tabie) the rupee is now already more
closely linked with the glowmmm,a
we had

While m
game, it seems to me that the upside for
the dollar is now relatively limited. To be
sure, the US economy s still strong and
mfhmnmnainnma)nnuue,amumg
1

b dolk 'D)Mlmgthandrupee

sumer technology. Back in 2021, Xiaomi reached an
THORBECKE agreementwith the US government to remove it from
8loomberg the same blacklist after the former filed a lawsuit.

Tencent said that its inclusion on the list was
“clearfya mistake” And it will likely sue or reach its own deal with the government
forremoval. Either the US will end up sharing more information about why it sees
China's most valuable tech firm as a threat, or it will amount to a legal headache
and temporarily hit the stock Beijing.

Washington has made clear that it doesn't want its adversary to get ahead in
innovation, but its whack-a-mole approach to hold.mgchlm 's tech sectorback is
spurring. gic, espe-
ciallywhen pulling out the national security defence.

weakness has increased from 25% or so

ho’pe. But mrhtn‘m not llke'elecu'ic

not comfortable with 10- -year yields
climbing steadily. Further, recent data
shows inflation remains a

of outflows from emerging markets

pting to

holdcash.l

threat and it is now looking possible that

o 7
in 2025 (from an expected four just a few
months ago).
Thus, it would appear that US equities
are not agood bet at this point. This could
turn into a blessing for the rupee, if in-

toover 509 in the past three weeks,and

there also appears to have been a reduc-

tion in the rate of decline in the FCA (cer-

tainly compared to October 2024),

dupne an increase in the pace of USD
ition.

Of course, the big question that

highitdoesnot

kets — Indian equities have mm.-ctzd

the dollar
Indeed,itis conceivable that thedollar
rally may be approaching an end,and we
could see a turnaround on Trump's inau-

{January 20) in a classk

THE EDITOR

There’s anotherirony ES right now. Chin are flock- . F .
ingtothe showasadisplay of might, and state-bac s i gt High stakes in Delhi
forth t ! to

g athome that g todowith gton's curbs. A gov- The upcoming Delhi Assembly
ernment crackd; the internet d fresh dwind are crucial for all major
umrnm Andi don’tseem political players — Aam Aadmi Party

Amuica was already on lhe way to showing the world its free-market tech
ecosystem is the superior lnmvadm englnc Opaque, porous attacks on Chinese
tech under th that.

The incoming administration lhuuld assess what they're hoping to achieve
before making matters worse with tariffs and finger-pointing at China for the
country’s: wnrklng{huvm&Amesshf,Amerla First-focused break-upwill only

Beijing tech industry.

(AAP), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
and Congress. However, the stakes
are highest for AAP, as a poor showing
could significantly harm Arvind
Kejriwal's national political ambitions.
Kejriwal's decade in power has

seen both successes and growing
dissatisfaction. While his anti-

coruption stance and improvements
in education and healthcare were
initially popular, governance
challenges ke water shortages and
rising pollution are now tamishing his
image. The iquor scandal further
complicated his position, despite the
BJP's role in targeting him. The BJP,
delighted by past gains, sees a
chance to capitalise on AAP's
vuinerabilities. This election is not just
about past performance or promises
but will reflect voter sentiment on
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dumdmmwabout lo%belathr
peak.This:

rtponahhatWantuﬁnwasT
more cash than he had since before the
dot-com bubble burst.

As1said before, fnteczmngmuh(sh

well-nigh

Vohlmty about to step up to the plate,
C noad toad h It

abou; options, how to choose them, how
to use them, and what instruments to

avoid like the 3
umllvexylaw,and,
thatit

nity to mbulld some of its lost mmu,
although I'd hope it that it

USDINR
mx,asnshamd,nawkaverygmdtm

toenter thy

local and national issues.
~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Budgeting for agriculture

Apropos of “Tidings for agri-budget"
(January 9), agriculture in recent times
has been seriously exposed to the
vagaries of monsoons. The Centre
has been taking several measures

to help the farmers tide over their
constraints and to improve their ives.
The Centre, meanwhie, is also
walking a tightrope in a bid to

ha Indiian E

financialexp. epa;‘} ‘. ‘

probibited. T

New Delhi

transitition to sustainable farming.
Thus, steps must be taken in
eliminating the use of chemical
fertilisers through the adoption of
natural farming. The FY26 Budget
must make necessary provisions to
assist farmers in their transition to
natural farming and compensate for
the likely crop or financial loss at
the initial stages.

~—RV Baskaran, Chennai
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UGC can’t deny states
say in selection of V-Cs

he new draft

(UGC)
has issued lnlmduc\uu lub)utl ﬂuldll) nnd enllnn rigidity in an

world that is

are a welcome step but the move to do awa; with lhe nnllonnl lnvel
test for lppmnlmenl of faculty to colleges and universithes is a re

move that is

grade the quality and standard of higher edu-

Subhan

catlon in India. And lha worst md most dangerous part of the new package
18 the Amvmp( to strip lhe lule governments of their say in the appoint-
ment of tate It 1 & naked tr

that amounts to abuse of pnwar violation of fndeul principles and specif-

lc mnmlulmml rovisions and

088 negation of natural justice.

the Constitution pul education in the State List in

&haduln 7(u ery 25) realising and
which the Unlon is bullt, will have a major say

thelr future %eneﬂuum

the fact that states, with
n educating and shaping
At the same time, lhey alm recognised the need

recognisi

for some kind of a mechanism to ensure qunluy of higher aducmnn and
hence Entry 68 in the Union List, whld\ has emrunl the Unlonpwem
ment with the task of the * 1on and

institutions for higher education or research and lclenlu\c nnd uchmal

institutions”, The UGC Act is framed according-

The UGC has 1y and says the agency was formed "to make pro- LE'”ERS
R — Past, present dan ture: TION
of in
The Constitution and the law do empower the L]
appointee of “ UGC to set standards in higher education, and it m m
Union government, is very well within its power to lssue norms on
with the power to ll:w.?ppolm;‘nl\lnnu O‘flﬂ.:Ll{ nll vnrio\:‘ l“l'ehﬂ:e‘ To check the rate of dropout
vice- 50 ley rmissible to coordinate
ﬁm:“h the efforts of vul):n:!emmul. which includes uni- lemamese eawa in schools, the education
versities, at bringing the best to the students. minister of Bengal requested
state government 3¢ (he “incorporation and lation of uni- 2
will be reduced to versities” Is specifically on the State List, even Iimpressed me hugely about the ‘an(rr\‘tl g?d\/grnmcntl to
be a mere spectator Afler education has been put on the Concurrent = Vietnam was the safe feel-  €xtend the midday mea
h th .:m hence the UGC has no constitutional Patralekha Ing | = while w-um:u scheme up to Class X. Today
logal {: &"“M universities, which are , - : around Even in extremely oy, jo e get the meal only
formed by the -cuon state 1a|.uhlurs tting the norms for the selec- 4 Chatteriee crowded places, no one
tion of the vi who are the heads of the uni- = sl et till Class VIII, the cost of

versities, 1s much beyond the luwll domain of the central government's

'ﬁmﬁ seeking to override the state laws through its rules, which are a
form of subordinate legislation, the UGC has thrown every th;n of respect
for democratic guvnrnlnne and federal principles to the wind and \Iﬂllll

A or woenen,
much Jke in most parts of
Asia

The Asian Street is hi
ly seductive. That expla
m 50 many |oumu,
uding

which is shared by the Cen-
tre and states in 60:40 ratio
Children are unable to learn
optimally when they are

ly vested the of the Unlon with the Scked off 2008 with an  mon and museums, from Indla, are
power to decide the vlcechnnmllor while the state gnvernmenl which unfl ble ride in The War 77%. vhmm countries like  hungry. A country cannot
established and funded the university will be reduced to be a mere specta- Ho Chi Minh City's Museum in Ho Chi Minh around . Vlamlmand‘lhunnd. But

tor. It has also threatened with stoppage of grants and funds should a uni-

mntm line, The city,

City, which attracts many

progress If it neglects the

versity dare overrule the UGC, erly called  visitors, inchuding m.m hinge only on street lifeand  health and education of its
The Unlon government must intervene and direct the UGC to withdraw ‘hi.un mauuumad its  ers, showcases photos, nzmummnp-mdlx street It is also about  f.4ure citizens. The Centre
the draft rule which has no place in a federal structure, The unitary char- metro line just a few days  uments, and objects mun etnam remains a one-  offering a sense of safety, 3
acter of the country which a section of the Hindutva brigade had advoeat- earller after more a Mlm: mmmdm n Communist state.  Which brings me to a should introduce breakfast
ed is gaining traction in several critical areas including finance and law decade of delays. The rides of Communism  very tlssue —the  along with midday meals
and order and 1s now making major steps into the field of education. This were free for the first a_-vcdhy lhn s mlllury are everywhere, Walk status of women, how ¢ and extend it not just to
must stop if we are to thrive as a democracy. A country of unimaginable manth, [ have never seen so the Vietnam war,  around the heart of Ho live and work. A key cul L
diversity cannot be run by decrees and rules; it must be through coopera- many people eager for a wm-m continues to deal  Minh  City, one spots  tural factor which works to ~ Class X but up to Class XII
tive federalism which Prime Minister Narendra Modi also happens to metro ride anywhere in the  with its Jongterm lm&.m French luxury goods con-  Vietnam's advantage isthe o rinimise the high
eSpouse, world, Nor such determing:  — health lssues, birth erate Cartier's au high meﬂlﬂn of dual
tlon and ingenuity coalesc-  defects, and environmental ip stove. Rwu in front, Incomes. tnam's male  dropout rate at secondary
Ing into & mix of celebra: damage. meﬂkd flies the red ‘ g of lhe and rcmale Llhuur force  and higher secondary levels.

Make Tirupati darshan safer

tion and cf
That_morning, when 1
arrived at the historie Ben

the horrors of war, includ-

V
Party. A short distance
away s the statue of )ounu‘

rates were
T78% and 68.5% last year,  Joor,
according o Internat

It will help students from
underprivileged families to

Thanh Market station in displays of captured  revolutionary leader Labour isation esti- N
the cty’s Distic 1, here  US miliary hardware —  Chi Minh, who led the mated. In Thdiar womeny COmplete school education
he stampede that occurred at special ticket counters established by the ready a mile! lm including and tanks.  Vietnamese nationalist lsbour force participation  and bridge the nutrition gap.
T'rlmmh'hru it Devasthanams (TTD) in Tirupati for Valkunta Ekadashi queve of women, men, Clearly, Vietnam remem- mavemenl for more than rate is 33% compared to Suljit De

darshan, killing nxpwphnndm}mng 15 others, ulu\lnmlmle It marred children, It took me several  bers. To a casual visitor, MM“IW first  77% for men, the World Kolka
lheumllmlmnrdd the Tirumala tem hours mmequme uﬂn( however, it does not come  Against the , then  Bank said in 2025 No olkata
several the huge doll ACYOSS A8 @& country obsess. lhal*rmdt lal power  Indian state has o female

\'nhhx-\'l temples, especlally in southern India, open special northern gates for and skills l?l:d n:qulnd ing about its past, waging and then the US-backed labour force participation RTI DEFEATED
Valkunta Ekadashi and devotees belleve that having darshan of their delty pass- while boarding buses in  memory wars, or seekingto  South Vietnamese, He was  rate above 51%,
mlhmmmmm gate will z\\v ulvnnm thn lnol this legend, most Kolkata, to clamber  relive painful wounds, Just  President  of  North Vietmam has invested a to dilute RTY's efficacy
Valshnava temples witness the opposite, in fact. Vietnam from 1954 untilhis ot not nnl)' in infrastruc  and attempts to defeat the law by delay-

InlnnllzmpﬂnndumMcmﬂmwtmﬂnmhhmmmnph Hi ingly, the Vietnam is firmly fixated death. But Vietam now  fure but also in humandev-  ing or denying information have been
tlon started Issuing special darshan v:lwn for penﬂelhmu.h special counters set Journey was a delight, on its future, catching up  has the US as its biggest  elopment, The adult ltera uite common for years with the
upmdwmuull’l‘lmp-\lmmm ‘The urge to secure darshan of thelr favourite del This was my second visit  and getting richer. eﬁm market. L'Y uu- u l oximately upreme Court questioning the large
Iadla )nnhnulnqueuu du\elldmgumm n 20022 and also 2003, However, ll'l‘l'“ [ :nmu:\ A T '\' What can Indla — lh: ndoubtedly, Vietnams t literncy  number of vacancies in the and

had ago, | vacatian: Hano.

et as worse as it d 3
lhl]lly of IAS IM Ps ug’t;! heading the district

world's fifth-
my, with a young pnpuh
tion, growing clout and

:er-rh to its past with
United sulu pmn:u
lnrly VN"\G

r-n.-lnraundw'« The ma-
ternal mortality ratio (no.
of women who die from

some state information commissians.
The CIC's post was stripped of its autono-
mvmmmwmnmmwm

administration. It \nhe Iywmviuw different scenarios developing out of a progress this war-battered  ambitions — learn from  Vietnam War, is mmphx pmﬁ:u ncy-related causes  removed the fixed five-year tenu
sltuation and prepare the administration to hande it. Nwenhaluu i appears that country had Vietam, a war-ravaged  and multi-faceted. Over the Mwnl or wm\mu made itapen-ended. An mnlmllmmnm
the district ndml.nl.llunon had outsourced their duty to the it dealt with its “past” nation which pulled itself decades, the country has

While the TTD's intent hnhhﬁmulmmlanhmmmmbh it §s difficult to
hm:nwhyuddmxhnm:ﬂ'mnmclumpduml it occurved in 202 and

up by its bootstraps and s
ufactur-

now a al man
ing hub and one of the

navigated a delicate bal-
ance een the traumatic

ll.un 100000 lr\! blrﬂl)
In Vi m was 98 n 2000,

dmunelntdmmihnvpmmlmm
the required duties under the b

Is no time to lose, We look effects of the war and Despite recent progress, Chakdaha, West Bengal
It Il also nmmlvnhh lhm the st ent led by techsavvy chief minis- to the future, The future s fastest growing countries  engaging with the US. The  India’s maternal mortality

fet N, Chandrababu Naklu had atlowed the TTD 1 adopd such & peonitive why of about mare trade, in the world? The short changes that one now sees ratiowas 97 per 000 ive  LOW-TECH IAF

nmzlm devotees to stand in quenes for a day to secure the darshan tickets of Lord ration, and Jearnin answer: Plenty. Both coun-  took & long time. Vietnam's  births in 201820,

‘enkateshwara, If the TTD had allowed devotees to register through a web portal
u-mhlhnwmdmuhmdamumlmdnunmnldw through a
random selection, the festival of Valkunta Ekadashi

tries  have chmmm
young populations.

oemumnll struggled in the
years following the war.

y, Indlan tourists,
young and old, are flocking

AIR CHIEF Marshal AP, Singh has hit
the nail an its head, indeed if we do not

hmxz’d!pormmn« saxd & young Vietnamese nehu.sly “Thy 1 MoChl M!nh Ciry. meet the timeline, technology 18 of no use,
would have been move fulfilling hnal Most V are oo lke ties between the US  the bustling I sector are not
professional nlmng next to '!ﬂlmd&'ﬂ remember when  and Vietnam did not hap-  commercial  capital cupable of catering to the need and manu
me in the met the US-backed government N overnight” says a4 Vietnam. A holiday in the  facture the latest y equipment
Many olﬂar Indians still in Salgon fell ln 1975 The etnamese W country is afft and it gnd ammunition, then private players
see Vietnam h the median age in Vietnam is  currently lives outside the  |s an attractive destination.  should be allowed and a collsborative
prum of its war with the around 33, In India, it is  country. There were harsh [t also offers a compelling  approach should be the crder of the day.
THE ASIAN AGE United States. But today's -mund sanctions (1975-1966). It message on o process  Tegas was concelved in 1984 and it took 32
20 WA SR Vietnam foels light-years an Indian used to fre-  took nearly two decades for  the past, its paln and trau-  years to have the first induction. Today,
removed from the of qum flaming wars of Dbilateral tles to  be ma Vietnam shows that oo, the Alr Farce has not got its first a.
Kavsan Mrvvse K Serannae b words over what haj normalised. bitter enemies can become  Tegas alrcraft. It has put even tortoises to
e o & Paitsier 1t 15 not that Vietnam has  centuries ago, who sal This was not an easy strategic shame, In today's era, wars ave not fought
Sinh Adioor ik ol i forgotten its pastor the hor-  did what to whom, Vietnam — od, Iubullduil SoCHe u d
Dalbd Jussital Nehew Natbasal Yauss Cormrn, 259 Dees Doyl Upadtyay Marg Now Dulbd. 110002, Paane rors infli on It Every a chard about what ut Vietnam The writer focuses on -~ so investment in R&D is paramount,
WL 2T hummnmnuumm wemu]d do if only we put  did it. Its GDP per ta Is development issues in  Hopefully, his words will reach the right
Pubbbod and Prvsuct o bkl of and foe acted war with the our minds @ the present  $4347. India’s GD Indis and emeeying vw{;b and ch-w- would be made to
L it e o youtls o, i1 e Dyl VymSysy Ny B nited States — which u\d ma not fritter nwny capita  hovers  around ecanomies. She can be approac
loch 2, Elinborh Houns, 0 York ime Lissdons SE1 7N0) ended in 1975 — is meticu- mli’u_ nim reached at patridekha. Bal Govind
N Mg hacwten marder §720004 lously memorialised in its Iv discussing pnn |nd As a woman, what also chatterjeasigmall.com. Noida, UP
case, this ksn't your run-of themill reshuffle; it'sa  have surfaced, ench sparking speculation, Among  prooess less about merit and more about, well,
mgcmu‘:mﬂppl?lmw d‘?mm:‘nﬁmlﬂ-‘ﬂl People’ md.plnundplr'::nlmdwm'
craf can s 5
N . charged polit s mmm)mnmuun min- has granted prosecution n“m::
Dilip Cherian As the polls every ister Amit Shah for his appointment, This move case 15 already a hot potato in the high
administrative or mum‘muuu. nhuhmanuz:nhu Is this & straightfor-  court of Jammu and and
m“l Kﬂ Bam hawk, And the script flips than  ward demand, or uwam— ‘s the real kicker — the high court lsn't
anyone up. mm&mmuu oo thrilled with what it calls & “pick-and-choose’
Adding to the intrigue is Srivam Taranikant, in deciding who fsces the music. On
THE WAITING GAME: WHY MANIPUR'S CHIEF oumm}y beading the Lal Hahadur Shastri 25, the court expressed its discontent,
SECY APPOINTMENT MATTERS Academy of Administration. As names  essentially asking, “Why him and others?"
W,mmwmmmum pibe up, the odds for each seem to diminish, What's  It's a fair question — and one that many are ask-
effect.” Officlally, Mr Chandra stays put in Delhi  crists for over o year, is waiting for Vineet striking is that all these cantenders are currently
Trans er cance * for now, the chief secretary of the state, to go to New Delhi,  serving at the Centre, further complicating the this about justios, or is it just damage contral?
’ od to the grapevine, Delhi police com-  more than ten days after the Centre confirmed his Process. Prosecution isa way to show you mean
missloner wasn't exactly thrilled  departure, Everyone 1s wondering who will take Each passing day without a chief secretary only  ness, but it loses hen it's only selective-
: about Mr Chandra during this eritical pre-  charge of the state’s administration at such a crit-  deepens the y — and Manipur can applied. if all nine officers part of this
ltOp C()p election Rumour has it that he stood his  ical time because of this delay. ly afford that right now. T i o b s T e oy o
refusing to relleve Mr Chandra for wummmnnuuummu& being put in the crosshairs?
). and managed to get the declsion  insiders suggest otherwise, argue it's part WHEN ACCOUNTABILITY PLAYS FAVOURITES ‘The optics here s troubling. Selective aceount-
wontlet OSD reversed, a larger strategy, especially given the Centre's 1t soems the Centre has finally decided o shinea  ability creates the of scapegoating
mwmamm'-;-mm mnkrm—mlmknbmam kauwmew the revenue WMMEM~WW
Delhi was deemed "essential” ahend Ihaur:un tary Bhalla as Manipur's governor and ex-  secretary of Jammu in connection everyone involved or be why
$ ing Assembly elections. But here's wheee it gets chief Gen. VK. M.mulnlh mhmumommchlmmm same are spared, Otherwise, this so-called
e Ore e ectlons — or Elections in state. Clearly, the Is orches-  green light to prosecute him for allegedly issulng mmehum&mMA
Delhi are A event; beenon  trating 4 unique framework to manage the mmmmmw:xwm— mance, And the audience, well, no one 1s buying it.
for manths, If Mr Chandra's role was :ﬁum those who probably 't have been armed to
%0 vital, why was he transferved in the first place? wummmmﬁu. the teeth in the first place, Love them, hate them gnove thewm at national
The logic doesn't just stretch thin; it snaps! new Is essential. The process, how-  Back when Mr Ranjan was the deputy commis- peril, s the babu guarantee and Dilip's belief,
Was A misstep, or was it a caloulated  ever, seems to have turned into & complex guess-  sloner of J; he was one of nine IAS officers Share
4 ing game. Over the past ten days, several accused of the arms license approval con,
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In Delhi,apoll
on perceptions

ith the announcement of a single-phase

election in Delhi on February 5, the stage is

set for the country's first key electoral fight
of the year. Campaigning had started before the of-
ficial declaration of the date and over the next three
weeks, Delhi will see an intense run-up to the polling
day. Elections in the national capital come with a po-
litical heft not indicated in the size of the electorate.
The BJP, India’s most impanlul political party, has
been marginalised in the state A bly elections
mthcpns( The Aam Aadmi Pany(AAP) lhccoum
try's party, has dominated state ch in
the recent past. While the main contest is between

COMMENT

LEARNING CURVE

The complexpursuitof
quality in higher education

Metrics-based
approaches can
beinherently
subjective, and skew
perceptions of quality

FURQAN QAMAR AND
NAVNEET SHARMA

e 2020 National Education
Policy (NEP 2020) und

of quality in education, Van Kemenade
ctnl pitch fornqunllymeplbaxd

subjects, and value. These dimensions

tual nature of quality, raising essential
questions about its scope and implica-
tions and highlighting control, contin-
uous improvement, commitment, and
breakthrough to explain quality and
management of quality in the contem-
porary context. Even then, determining
and nmuingqmlity in higusm

where high-quality inputs and t"i

esultin
high- qulny outputs. Instead, inputs,
processes, and outputs are intrinsi-
cally interwoven and influence cach
other in dynamic ways. Traditionally,
input-hased quality measures, like
seat-to-application ratios, have been
used to signal excellence in higher

these
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SPEAKOUT

Nitish Kumarwill remainin NDA... We
believe that the NDA government
will be formed witha two-third

majority and Nitish
Kumarwill become
the Chief Ministerof
Biharagain,

") Jitan Ram Manjhi, Union Mmés:el:

The constant assertion of belief is an
indication of fear.

can reinforce exclusivity and elitism
by prioritising programme popularity.

Mer it

“quality education’ by referring
1o ‘quality’ 154 timesacrossits 66 pages.
Its exhortation for universal access to

fi

T ek A hacl de neres-

mmdmOnrhelmdn. lhqniﬂn
but a

cally
ualmg Incqulmy and limiting access

appear obj

TOBEPRECISE

ity educati 2030 e itin E 5is Tit
the two parties, the Congress which ruled the state xrzm ﬂ:s‘mmw“wmwdmmx mm,.ﬁ‘mm"n"qm.,,mmm,f it
for three consecutive terms before 2013, is also in the Gad(smum s«msananmh the nuanced interplay of socioeconom-
fray, though it does not have a single member in the ot ’i]:_hﬁmrs. Mnl‘idu‘.t qu outcomes. el
outgoing Assembly. mlnw L moca!mm: is creates a vicious cycle in whic
The electionsare crucial for AAPwhich has been in o cannot be hed atecionts from privtiegec backgrounds ML SET
power for 10 years. A defeat will seriously damage the rou;h ftrete ?ﬂm inequiciesinhi
2 ~ o public-spirited. inequities in higher education, FOR PRESIDENT
party, and even a drop in the number of seats will trig- This aside, quality has Ian;- been Comprehensive quality measures, —N
ger questions. The party has to battle anti-incum- intensely debated in education, nota- suchasthose adopted by the University TRUMP!
bency of the last two terms, thou, —_— bly hlzhcr education. Conventionally, Qrmsammkdm(LlGC)lm theNa-
it claims that there is no negative [P, quality g Cma;lmf)ﬂ:‘:?dh’:;mlfr m
sentiment against it. The AAP has ARG U Wi ONRIER PRV WY CREY M
apo::uﬂar&crinmiw Kejriwal Sarupten them !orlhlelong learni Smeeo:; However, their effectiveness has been
and claims that it will win on the [EEIEEIELRY nomic liberalisation, d,_."ﬁmmm dilutedin recent years. )
;[“1';";"& :{;zm& ;’d AAP; the cept have been ’ by com- dewu;rf-etnl(allommlutytdl; IN PERSPECTIVE
paign for latter sees mcrcul Dc‘c_.ulshl':raunns_ :nd the mmi:. Qual ? l:mcmm ing and '(75“"“1
h fol- ) demands of intensecompetition, which are inseparable, and appointing ar
lowing the arrest of qumn] Y% possibilityin often conflict with the old established nurturing competent, motivated ed- l nited State Of
senior AAP ministers and leaders Lot Sa notion of quality. Ce defin-  subj inth Tusi ucators is erucial to fostering mean-
ton ch 2 While i ing and achieving quality has become  of criteria. Such approaches can skew Teachers -
on corruption charges. While it dosnmand s lexinthe ~perceptionsof qualityandinadh h “m support to innovate and engage tl t}l
and bt e AP, the e sees thebarssmentand. | oo i o S anupaty
urt the A sees the harassment “The definiton of quali Therek | higher edu- mucnl thinking and holistic d
persecution of its leaders as electorally beneficial. cventlyambi “L ‘1‘ by " . “. d teomeso | opment. Sadly, the contemporary The Righl and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is himself leading the fined in terms of (;IEIQI‘ i e i ther. Poorca- :;S‘I)Ilr"?:l:nu ch‘i:su;:):nr;:c:d og:fn Left . :';namly not the “best and
¥ i i i progr 'M'l'ﬂ“' I8 eitconverge in brigh
gJPs(;:ap::‘g;Ailspallﬁs have mf" pr_omlm?_l effectiveness of managing the admis-  ployability may not ly reflect i Teaching is PAFY rge On the lell leaders like
e » especially women - these promis- sion and examination process? Should i i Ircould  viewed asa d ised activ- oppositionto H-1B.  gernie Sanders have openly
s hlVF cmcrg«i as critical loplcctoml narratives of it be determined by the curricula, con-  also be attributed 1o broader econom-  ity, reduced to standardised perfor- Canthe USafford  ieined the opposition to the
welljf'amn:n. with ?«ch party trying to better the others :m syllabi or pedagogy, or the quality  ic challenges, such as insufficient job - mance inputs. i fc tolisten? programme, arguing that it
wil onoffer. lectures or lecturers? It could mean  creation to the growing  Teachersare nolonger seen as facili- o listen? provides US capi the
The C::p;rtss and the AAP are said 10 be constit- all of these, making its measurement  number of graduates, | thinking' oppor\mny w0 -mpon cheap
§ all the more complicated and equl]y wmc cxpandmg access to higher  ersofreplicable skills. 'l'hmiuhm ALOK RAY foreignlabouranddepressUS
uents of the LN.D.LLA bloc but there is no love lost .
between them in Delhi. The Congress had denied e, How mmich teck s cruclal the ¢ tbedoep it Syoce wage which creses the
g S s Br . should be mlcgmcd into pedagogy of equity and affordability must be no-  into education, where the focus has on H-1B hy e
accommodation to the AAP in the Haryana election and curriculum t enhance quality? Is - ticed. Today, students and families do ~shifted ltivati visa holders (of which  and wealth distribution.
and the AAPis returning the favourin Delhi. society to producing employable grad- he major chunk are
traded charges and the AAP has sought Ision of d beings Inwemhed human mmrcmmuchun.luyhxgxrd uates. Thus, the purpose of education Indians) taking away Amer-  Moving jobs to India
the Cam from the Opposmm alliance. The Con- beings, ucation at an affordable cost, The lack  has been reduced to certification and ican jobs is raging in the US.  What the opponents of the
feltin thecapital, butitwillend ST iais by Oluriie e g e apeblicy. Reteagiotng o0 This'e botharing sducated 11D progremume do noc
ration, e systems  to w sp more e lise is that in its ce,
up sthﬂ the mn mpm The cmon inDelhiis facilitated by adequate  base their choices on jons and  tive. A peds d i illegal immigrants from American companies would
like, intheOp- t %
ikely pose the fi the: infrastructure, teaching-learning re-  proxyind hrel lead d partici ylear od Latin America (who take up  be forced to shift a much
positionranks, though the AAP wﬂlstlllbemmylnglhe sources, and liberal funding. and free isil dmakeindi- torote instruction, is essential. mostlyunskilled, low-paying larger part of their opera-
support of the other LN.D.LA partners, from bur-  vidual i Y | Quality educati i s jobs), though the number of  tions to countries like India
drts. lanlly members will |ll(t|y focus  tions. Moreover, theincreasingtenden- - op well-rounded individuals who can undocumented immigrants 10 make use of the huge pool
on i g teachin v false perceptions of quality, contri ingfull, 1y. Ad- entering the US each year is  ofhigh-qualityengineers, sci-
their pedagogy, and bringing rigour w0 driven by mark-mﬁ and ranlum ex- dressing these broader dimensions is many times more than the entists, and finance experts
Decades aﬂer the This would ' the only way torealise the true essence legal H-1B workers. The po-  availableatlowerwages. The
Iy-npm\ve quality. Conversely, eventhe lity oft [ litsical opinions of both the process has already started
a s h:nudmmxidhn lnddn:rwdn mlnﬂaled'dnr\dsolmllcnr: amidst {Manhnﬁmmr advisor for extreme right and the radi- - with many well-known US
dlsaster S()me a(:tlon a‘seaof in the Planning cal left are converging to the  tech and finance companies
; 4 lulml resources. Quahy isnot mady temicimprovement. L;mmmn anda J,:‘m/gsnu;;”_ snmmndmhag: s ggrnimﬂ(lﬁ; (Gmg:w—
of management at Jamia Millia However, thissen ility Centres) in ing
orty years after lhr: 8“ I“k at Bhopal's Union allenabling factors arein place. The question of privilege Islamia; Navneet is a faculty at the Indianstakingawaywell-pay-  research, design, and innova-
Carbide plantwhi i P Quality is a complex phy that  Central L ty of Himachal ing American jobsisnothing  tion instead of outsourcing
ed the health of succmve generations, legacy qual h cannot be reduced to a simple formula  Pradesh) new. In the early 20005, [ simple, low-valuejobstolndi-
issues of the disaster are sli]l bungaddr&ed and mx was teaching ata US univer-  ancompanies aswasthe ear-
efficiently. If th leak for the loss e —————— sity isiting At lier practice. If high-skilled
of lives and damage to health and environment were RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE the end of the course, when  Indians are not allowed to

not handled well, the evolving issue regarding the clear-
mgof tnxlc wmc !mm the chemical factory’s premises
v Last month, the Madh
Pradesh HtghCmmmdcmdﬂwckanngofﬂwmc
with this week set as the deadline. The state govern-
ment has started shifting the waste to Pithampur,
atown in western MP, 250 km from Bhopal, where
there is a facility for incineration of hazardous waste,
The plan is to incinerate the waste and bury the ash
in landfills. However, there is strong opposition 1o
the plan by the residents of Pithampur and the nearby
cityof Indore,

Inthe first place, it has taken 40 years for effortstobe
made to remove the toxic waste, A petition was filed in
the court in this ion, in 2004. Hazardous ma-
(cnals(hal havrlam in lhefacwry s pmmscsall lhcse

J““ L

andgr T areas
have reported this

Atrial run for the incineration was fenivi

doneat Pithampur a few years ago lelqux
after the Supreme Court ordered [Laatael L
the waste disposal. This s the first RUEL LTI
sign of action since then. It was  JNNRSYPY]
reported that 358 tonnes of waste  ENEERRPISS
were taken to Pithampur with po-

lice escort. According to reports, [T

L1 million tonnes of contaminated
soil and tonnes of chemicals have
tobe moved and disposed of. The

gas leak

h 1

Protests by the residents of Pithampur and sur-
rounding areas, and workers of the industrial hub
have continued. The police had to use force to coun-
ter the resistance, There were also reports of peo-
ple fleeing their homes. Even if the inci ion is

The karma yogl

students fill out the course
cvaluation form, an Amer-
ican student wrote; “After

be US citizens by following
the H-1B route, this process
will be strengthened many

outsourcingjobsto India,our times, shifting high-paying

university has now started  jobs from America to India.

Shewas wrltinbbetause paper. Thedead eived such importing cheap professors Tt would be a loss lor the US
Wi

wntmgfcltllkcbrcathmg nsloomm:g,n__L P ﬂ\cﬂ'uﬁwnsshcwamlwnmxgﬁrart fmmlnil 'l‘ :(:d[n.dm respon: lﬂm‘!ﬁn

thar she needed to leave. Whentheyin-  feltlile breathing. obs."nxstu&ntkm'wm doctors are not allowed 10

SHANKAR VEDANTAM quired why she wanted togo home, she My mother died this past weekend. Iwouldread theevaluations.  migrate tothe US (or the UK

explained shl: lnd acolumn to iuhl’llL She learned early what many of us dis- Yet, his dislike of Indian-im-  for that matter), US hospi-

ik wgen- The bewil idberthat  covertoolate: The reason to follow your ported “cheap” professors  tals (and the NHS in the UK)

ciesdo, without warning. she needed 1o focus on saving her life. ! b theyal rk was 50 intense that he ook would face a crisis,

moment my mother was  She assured them she was happy todo  out. It's because when you follow your the risk of stating his opinion. In some cases (especially

that—after sh the deadline. passions, all your anxeties and ailments A major plank of the in social media posts), the

mmxl.ﬁhrm!edlmd«:ﬁymwdl My mother, Vatsala Vedantam, was  — the “organ recitals” that consume ‘rump campaign was that,if - opposition to Indian H-1B

She reachedouttoher familydoctor.  what they call a natural, Journalism  so many conversations among adults ekmd hewould deport mil- is taking a racist

When he came, he feared she was  wasn't what she started out doing, nor olamuhv—hdemy.mming lions of illegal immigrants. colour with mention of the

having a heart attack—like many other  what she was trained to do. She spent dois i Nothing was said about Jegal  “curry smell”, and with

elds during the Covid pan-  years as a teacher, administrator, and  thanyou. H1B workers. Elon Musk Musk’s picture painted in

demic. He rushed her to the hospital.  colk incipal. Butwriti | At the age of 92, my mother wrote a who enjoys enormous influ-  black o make him ook’ like

She was taken to the ICU. Tests were  her passion, and when the opportunity  biography ofher own mother. Days be- ence in the present Trump  an Indian. This, probably,

perf . and moretests followed (as  for a career change opened up at this  fore she died, cven as she was gasp- administration is himself 2 comes from the resentment

testsdo), Soon, thedoctorswerehypoth-  paper inthe 1980s, she setzed ir. ing for air following a lung infection, beneficiary of the H-1B visa  of white American suprem-

18 For years, readers of this paper en-  she was outlining the chapters of an and a strong advocate of the  acists over the increasing in-
they shoulddo, Joyed her columnsand “perspectiveson  autobiography. H-1Bpath But i f Indi; i

ly ion"and other In 2024, my mother compiled 55 of the extreme right in the Re-  in the ‘corridors of power’ in

by growing anxiety. It wasn't ber heart  something of a celebnty, with people hzrpmﬁlmdlndn:lumostm ican camp, the present Trump admini:
she was worried about. She remem-  coming up o tell her how much ::i andwritersintoabook, The Achicvers, Steve Bannon (ll| influ-  tration - like billionaire Vivek
bered she hadn't yet hit “send” on that  enjoyed her work. She had a guilty By my count, she missed one. ential Trump advisor in his incl (along
carlier Presid who has  with Musk) of the high-pro-
since fallenoutof favour) and  file Department of Govern-
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR followers argues that H-IB ment Efficiency (DOGE),

done at Pithampur, many residents want it conduct-
ed atanew plant, in a remote area. The government
has promised that it would monitor people’s health
and test the soil, air, and water but the residents are
not convinced. The waste disposal process called
for utmost care and caution because itinvolved con-
taminated materials, Decades of apathy have left
the residents with strong misgivings about the
government's assurances regarding the disposal.
There has been a serious lack of transparency about
the government's action - no consultations were held
about the disposal procedures, further deepening

should be a guest worker Tulsi Gabbar

rd as Director of

this mistrust.

¥ e for mrukun National (whic
TN governor must mend his ways rkers)and FBI, CIA, NSA),
vndcapnlhwymnmmsh!r. “Kash™ Patel as FBI Direc-
Apropos your editorial - Governor and the politics of g the Indian Constitution. Ravi's acti H-1B supporters would tor, Sriram Krishnan as Al
spite’ (Jan 9), TN Governor R N Ravi's blatant display of clear indication that he is unngunbehnll ofa particu- mention names of people advisor to the President, and
partisanship sdmurhmg. By accusing the TN clected lar 'dwlmy rather lhan adhtnng 10/ his cnnsmuuoml InkrElon Mud((nSouthAfn many elected Indian-Ameri-
government of not singing the national anthem at ies. His de is not only cm senators and
inning of the Assembly session, Ravi has exposed his inglmalwdﬂrlmtmal to the smooth functioning of the Nadelh(lunh' i The
true colours. His refusal to read the customary address smegwrmnkm governor, itis his dmy to respect amples of the “best and the lndu:u\ American communi-
and walking out of the Assembly hall mlyﬁervcs 0 of the State A bly. brightest”™ who have become  tyin the US is also the ethnic
underscore his bias towards the Centre, rather than JANathan aemanm CEOs of top US companies  community with the highest
, . and tech startups, creating  median per capitaincome,
Provide tax relief citizens, who rely heavily on bank twoffset rising costs, the 45-50% jobs for Americansand The irony, of course, is
deposits for their financial security.  increase in Bengaluru's metro fares is ing the US retain its that all Americans were
Apropos ‘Income tax KL gak ing. Would it not be prudent noloy;al leadership, nhcr immigrants at some point.
SRR e SEmomiaihri. | p et
), the Union budget for such steep increases? :llanulcThrcxutmt aduun e or she takes an
.rmuuli ‘;ndvrd pﬁorilis;ymwidgg Tlffvenu'e":gjhme Chaitanya Kandpal. Bengalury would position, to
tax relief to taxpayers by increasing recent fare e sparked pmm to b ds of “di- prevent
the basic income tax exemption limit jent, raising U "eaders are welcome mm‘::;’m ma holders”, cooks and  (Thewriter is a former
from Rs 3 lakh to Rsslakh_ Further, qnesmnsahmn the government’s emaited - not handwritten - will be accepted) ousekeepers who have professorof economics, lIM,
depositi the priorities. While the hikes are expect- Al letters must carry the sender’s postal also used the H-1B route to  Calcutta, and Cornell
entire deposit amount of senior ed it add become US citizens and are  University, US)
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A reason to talk

India’s dialogue with the Taliban is based on
realism, set ina complex geopolitical situation

TheIndianEXPRESS

«: FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE T

HE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ENGAGING TALIBAN

Drift towards normal relations with Kabul points to enduring

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WORDLY WISE
AGE HAS NO REALITY EXCEPT IN
THE PHYSICAL WORLD.
— GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ

SuJAN CHINOY

geopolitical realities. But Delhi must underline concerns BN ORI SR A VL.

MWENTSWHTM“ i ister Amir mDuhannJannry

ir strategic 8is not just part of the engagement of the

with the Taliban v regime in Kabul but a significant elevation in

Misri with the acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan Amir KhanMuttagiin =~ s ""““','m";’:‘““",

Dubai — underlines this basic gropolitical reality of the Subcontinent. When the Taliban hm“j mcn;nmon to mﬂ'.hhm regime

stormed back into power in August 2021, it was widely lamented as a major setback to bul A_.,_--_.
India's regional policy. After all, India had been a strong partner for the government led by 2021

anti-Taliban forces. The retwrn of the Taliban was also viewed as a major gain for Pakistan,
F ” s STt -

gir

helicopter evacuation of thousands fmm
Saigon in 1975, uw uchworse.

sistently signaled i Hation ia. Delhi has bx alive channels of communication with the

its interaction with tfw‘l'ihbn That polic ith the el theen- Taliban at the mml m Misti's meet-

ecretary. Delhi has Kabul for |...n...
The ow but ceraindriftin Delh relations the "“"y““ ‘WU' Tiny Saenas had
i al reality of th Iespective of the nature of the regime  Toundly condemned the Pakstani airstrikes
i, Ay e Sifforent tiacks "‘9 against Afghanistan that resulted in the loss
g P s " """_ of “several precious lives”, including women
" X Thatindia reiiaie and children,
dispute Kabul Pakistan's claim that the target was the
has long resented the Pakistan army's brazen | affairs Tehrik-e-T: :

luMyWImnaslsbickyard,Kabulluskﬂudmneuimhhrqumhwn
Rawalpindi. Pakistan has sought to break this paradi
nﬁulbhmmﬂghmmnandpmmﬂwhﬁbanismmﬁ—hdunhmﬂulpdkyhu

(TTP)
cut ice with Kabul, which has labelled these
brazen acts as “aggression against
Afghanistan”, The TTP is fighting to evict all
Pakistani forces from Pashtun tribal lands

d as an “imagi-

Pakistan, from The

Taliban's support for the TTP remains strong
amidst mounting instances of TTP attacks

mu;;‘ﬁun,brmmmimadinmﬂw
Afghan cri ey

against Pakistan, beis ioned for
Second, 50 remier League(IPL),
youreap”. Paki hmnwtllthathdutmahmﬂurdtn
terrorist groups as part of adi bilateral ion in the pop-
mﬂslndhkwasalmymmmrdme ular game of cricket, which is a way of reach-

Taliban during the Soviet occupation of  ingout mht Afgun youth

Afghanistan. Now, the chickens h. Misri-Muttagi téte-i-téte,
oost. The TTP'sF India h, id ma-

haunts Islamabad. inthefirsti the health

Links between the Taliban, TTP and al-
Qaeda remain resilient. The Taliban and al-

mmmmmmﬁmn

W

Qaeda make common cause in dealing with 5 creat-
thevirulent stamic State (Khorasan Province). itarian crisis Given
Justasthe that Iran with

for terrorist netwarks, not far away, Syria has

Pakistan on account nl IM hm'r prwndm;

recently been overrun by the Hayat Tahrir al-
- smm(ms)sﬂwmwunmmmas nmmmwwkmmﬂrmwnhlm\,usrg
aterrorist i the Mmmmmmumwm&
Foll g the Misri-M wead of HTS leader
téte-d-téte, India has Ahmed Hussein al-Sh s of &1 IShws tiock clodsly Tmﬁ
& p " pediency give thes ran
committed to ‘provide there is scope for similar rehabilitationof the  has regional sway in some quarters and has
further material support in current regime i with Yemen
the first instance to the Top UN, US, EU, Turkish and Jordanian  to sc:urt clemency for Nimisha Priya, an
diplomats, as well as the foreign ministersof  Indian nurse on death row.

health sector and for the
rehabilitation of refugees’ by
way of humanitarian

il tima and i have not : across the so-called Durand Line, Mortimer
logicof toKabul.thy i f mrmfstpmynmllnufmamlunul
ja. One. icorientation of the Taliban regirme — i ionofthe ?
i ‘ nparticula " naty line" by the Tabban,
o Tobe sure, Indi. the the TTP's pan-Pashtun ambitions has set

power to alter the internal politics of Afghanistan; realism suggests that Delhi must deal
wnhwhxftmmnrrrmsmpowmmh India cannot give up its core values,
it must nudge the Taliban and social ion. That the meeting with
the Taliban officials took place in Dubai is a reminder that India can work with the United
Arab Emumrs and uthtr moderate Arab states in promoting positive changes inside

The is Dedhi dilspmnamalhuln

e po gsi heart- to

Pakistan's teeth on edge. In February 2024,
Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, Taliban's
acting deputy minister of foreign affairs, cat-
will never

Pakistan has
expelled more than 5,00,000
refugees, creatinga
humanitarian crisis in

for “border” crossings using consular docu-
ments have also been dismissed.

In Pakistan's case, there are some ironies,
Fhm, Paklsu n has always mmidcmd

e \fgh
friends in Kabul might be smart; but losing old friends is not wise.

MUSK AND ZUCKERBERG

As Meta follows the X model on free speech, growing alignment
between two Big Tech leaders sparks questions beyond US

OOK TO SILICON Valley to see how the winds have shifted in the United States
since the re-election of Donald Trump. On January 7, two weeks before the inau-

guration of the second Tr y. Meta, which Facebook and

J f: i start-

1S, Dy n

’ ' CEO Mark id in a fiv ideo th, pany’s
o C " . e o ih

d gender. This was, he said,
freed the "anti- i t made
Wy ownerofX.and.

Musk's i - mol" what is clear is

the most i ial tech lead world.

‘This has huge implications, not only for the US, where an antitrust case against Google
has shaken Silicon Valley, but also for the rest of the world. Any changes to user experi-

ence in Big Tech, which to the politics and policies
uﬂhenrwmmehhgmnDCmbouanpphhqmdthebnfdﬂsunhrUS

the ilt. Facebook, for has
cm'rJbillnmnrs,mdemmouuldnlheUiinrwmsllhlmﬂa.Bnnland
donesia. For many thy tjust asaway to connect oth
people; they're sources of news and inft i their Thedanger
posed by mis/disi cannot be as seen during the Covid-19 pan-

demic when rumours about vacv:m bl.'ll‘ used by governments to track people con-

d his use af X, reach-
ing impact of a social media post today: Raking up the years-long *grooming gangs"
scandal and calling for the removal of Prime Minister Keir Starmer in the UK

fl' ™ 1. o and dk
(krtutchicw‘swdq!h' inst India.
Now, an emboldened Taliban is threatening
Pakistan’s western flank, which it has always
taken for granted. According to a UN Security
Council there :

6,500 TTP fighters waging war against

Afgh Given that Iran
t00 has had border
skirmishes with Pakistan on
account of the latter
providing sanctuaries to
separatists, this is an
opportune moment to work
in tandem with Iran, using
Chabahar Port to expand
trade and send assistance to
the refugees.

Germany and France, are dealing with the
new regime in Damascus but not with the

India has supplied essential medicines,
Covid and polio vaccines, anti-tuberculosis
di

Taliban. Thisisd the fact that the Syrian
groups that havtcnmc together undcr the

de-addiction

HTS umbrella have also bees in

hygiene kits, blankets, winter clothing, pes-
ticidles, stati aswellasl,
of wheat to i In

their
ment of minorities,

India has done well to engage the Taliban
at a senior level. China and others such as
Russia, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran and
Pakistan were quick to interact with lebm

the Union Budget for 2024-25, India allo-
cated assistance for Afghanistan to the tune
of Rs 200 crore.

chessboard, India should enhance humani-

2.0 including through their local
missions. After the Taliban's takeover, India
had recalled all its permnndbu later mstl-

The “Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan”
yearns for recognition. The UN Credentials
Committee has tumed down its request for
the fourth consecutive year. However, the cur-

tarian and resume

& Capitali ‘o

tional friendship, there is scope for

inindia’s "Act West” policy. The Taliban, after
all, is here to stay.

The writer is the director general of the

India to deploy a new modus vivendi in its

Vk’wsmpnmnd

FirsT CAME THE POET

Pritish Nandy — journalist, writer, curator — kept his creative honesty throughout

SUDHIR MISHRA

IMAGINE YOU HAVE to write a film scripton
the ife of Priish Nandy.
Anyone
him even slightly knows that he would've
hated a hagiography. How would you ap-
proach it? How would you market it? What
would be the poster? He could be sitting at
the desk writing an opinion piece.
Many times, I sat in his office, sipping a
nq:ulnuasht finished an article. Icinmll
peakofh

pausing| typing
lunnusly O, the poster could be a picture of

ai’apwnmswdﬂqdnuu;hm.\kw
entering his head: A

ln;hswzlghxbﬂnndmght w-gp.mym&mnany where snap polls are to take place

these/A his on
fire/ Reach out and you can touch themy You

‘m:;mmi e " Ltpm.":t_?’r. DSt ans can touch them with your silences{ You can
institutional media. The tech business is, first and foremost, a business — of rain Rai bt ’w'm’" Atk
its larger role in global politics and policymaking. What is clear, as Silicon Valley scram- md/A y,mgm such as these.

bles toadjust to life under a new president, is that Big Tech cannot be trusted to be the sole &Mmldhtvnkhhsﬂommbmg
and accurate source of news and information. totally d. He was,

OLD AND WHOLE

In Demi Moore's Golden Globes win, hope and

the assurance of fuller representation
ANAWOMAN, everb Atthe Golden Globes
Award ceremony, receiving the best actress award for her tum as the fading
protagonist of Coralie Fargeat's The Substance, actor Demi Moore revealed the
self-doubt i "

inasense, one of the last of the breed of men
who could be soft and macho at the same
time, a poet and a boxer.

Suddenly, another image comes to my
mind: A graceful man who sat and listened
nynuandmadumqieufrullyshrpnb

He was, in a sense, one of the
last of the breed of men who
could be soft and macho at
the same time, a poet and a
boxer. Suddenly, another
image comes to my mind: A
graceful man who sat and
listened to you and made a
couple of really sharp
observations. He could

e late an entire

gument: perfectly:
fines. That" smdulnwkuhm

Now, for a moment, let’s forget the
marketing and the poster. First, you have to

W : into a couple of
perfectly structured lines.
That's the hallmark of a poet.

write the script.

He was born in Bihar. The son of a middle-
class official, he had two other siblings. He
was the middle one, | think. The elder one is
the great Ashis Nandy. Pritish Da adored his

He could see through people. He knew
the man you were. Often, he would tell you
some of your flaws. He could be very critical
inastrangely positive way. He told me marny
things about myself, which were not always

mother. | heard him speaking. very

his family, and this is where the poet Pritish

was born. Wis his mother, the first Indian vice

principal of La Martiniere College, Calcutta,
towards l

very p hey

and | was grateful that somebody thought
about me in such great depth. There were
many people who liked Hazaaron
Khwaishein Aisi, but 1 felt content when he

‘What turns a man into a poet is too diffi-
cult to capture in a few lines. But the fact re-
mains that the young Nandy burst into the
Kolkata literary scene and took it by storm.
However, he didn't just want to be a poet. In
that sense, he was like the Latin American lit-
erary figures who wanted to be mare than
mmlmmmmcywanmdmw

film. It's
about that time in Kolkata when radicalism
was at its peak.

Perhaps it was one of the reasons why
heleft Calcutta: He saw the best of his gen-
eration killed, destroyed, exiled, or merg-
ing into the crowds, He chose to step away
and found them again in various places
around the world. | think that's how he re-

even politically.

He might have also wanted to be some
kind of a facilitator for other poets, filmmak-
ersand all artists. Suddenly, he became one
of the most powerful people in Mumbai, the
publishing editor of the Times of India group
and the editor of the lMustrated Weeldy. It was
atough role as he stepped into the shoes of
Khushwant Singh. A lot of people remem-
ber his interviews from those days. The poet
became a journalist, an editor.a man whose
opinion on all things mattered.

This is the Pritish Nandy | first met: The

isti the and

the poet all rolled into one.

himsell.
Somedec inhislife imalot
of criticism. However, | know that even
though he was very dlose to power, he was
never its slave.

" That shLarp mind never gave up. He re-

about him. He went into film directions that
neither got popularity among people nor
amongst us. He dared to leave his admirers
behind and walked towards another path.
There was nobody like him.

It's difficult to imagine a Mumbai where
Pritish Nandy isti't there.

The writer is a filmmaker

her butnever gernant of har taleri. 0, oftnearly fvedecac
gt ra—— | JANUARY 10 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
1had tome, Just knowy rh, but the value

dmmmwwujmmdmndrnmnum“mﬂ year-old said.
Moore's career — from her breakout role in Blame It on Rio ( 1984) to Ghost (1990) to

BHAJAN LAL ON SIKHS

people had already given a verdict on the se-
cessionist nature of the demand. Verma said
thati

cut-outs of the report’s headlines and sub-
hu_ﬂinns that read “guidelines on adminis-
» and "minis tead

Indecent Proposal( pregnant and inthe nude for Vanity Fair — has mRYAMCHIEF':{ammRMmquH pracirisidpmies
5
mwlemnTmTHmm:imntxamm@mwxz indml.ldmm'm_emdosnl‘
afflicts chas Moore. Rs2 crore was estimated to have been de- - CARTOON ON PM
the capital they h: I ’Bulmsmiyomnfamsdhwdm— pestion aby INRESPONSE TOa report in The Indian Express,
rﬁsﬂuwmmddernlmng i d -m.mnuz L istri held jumrys.lsssmtmﬂ.ih’s;uuklmm
ic thriller o dean reform: ist Ravi
andfilms. better notas i e | Shankar mau'daguphx Onthe leftisa
industry but as “mar)  wrinkles and sagging skin firmly i ligh | PROPOSAL REJECTED taatian Satibiinameei
Vet con ONTH Lined up outsid '-thclndunpm“pm
isparit barri ill h 18 way to go might ingh Thekedar, the AICC speluumuwd‘cmvmm Whldlhis
Jus!be ! Hope is verful elixi i is not alone. | (1) general secretary Srikant Verma said the P

opaptr.lndlamxpn- - .

MoB BURNS Bus

A HARYANA ROADWAYS bus was burnt, and
its driver was severely beaten up by a mob
outraged at the death of a middie-aged man
lnmammmwuhﬂhmlhm

ring road. The bus was coming to ISBT from
Hur and a middle-aged man was crushed
under the fast-moving vehicle, Soon, a crowd
collected there from nearby slum dwellings.
First, they beat up driver Ram Gopal,and then
they bumnt the vehicle.
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sions) Act, 1991, wasa

practice of changing the religious identi-

ty of places of worship based on historical

disputes. By preserving the :‘ulu: quoasit
e

PANORAMA
Frozen intime: The Places of Worship Act’s unrealised potential

conversion of these places. These sections
were meant to solve religious disputes by
nlnwlnu lpmm claims about converting

Thc I‘lucnul’Wonlnp(Sntml I'nm

designed to protect India's secular
fabric by freezing the religious identity of
places of worship as they stood on August
15, 1947, Introduced during a period of
heightened wlmml tension, especially

cxmu! acl
N

I'Iut llk‘ Act'srestrictionon

bring an end m I Jing disputes
over religious sites, lalr Rum Vilas Pas-

‘The constitutionality of the Act has of-
been

wan,

its role in securing peace, warning that

the an the

of one fv:ludom plncc ol wunhnp mm an-
other and
tion of religious structures. Its goal was
clear: o maintain peace and prevent fu-
ture relighous disputes by legally stopping
any changes to the religious character of
these places, with a notable exception of
the Ram Janmabhoomi dispute. Howev-
er, despite its well-intentioned goals, the
Act has largely failed to fulfil its purpose
and remains underutilised in addressing
India's religious diversity and tensions.
When enacted, the Act was seen as a
necessiry step to halt the contentions

to reclaim religious
structures could reignite tensions, The

ten d, with erities arguing
that it violates fundamental rights, par-
ticulurly the right to access justice. They
claim that by preventing the courts| lmm

possible injustices,

Furthermore, the Act's blanket ban
on legal action leads to unfair outcomes,
especially for communities whose places
of worship were historically destroyed or
:Iunwvd The Gyanvapi case is a pmml

harne-
terof asie isin dlnpuw but the Act Himits
the legal options to mmlw the luuc The
Actth

for historical injustices. In this way, the
Act can be seen not as a tool for peace but
as & form of historical denial that ignores
the lived experiences of disadvantaged
communities. The principle of non-retro-
i‘} slon, as seen in Navie) Singh Johar vs

inkon of India (2018), states that rights
should progress, not go backward. The
Places of Wrm-lm Act, by blocking legal
action, the nghu of

nature ul many rehglom sites in Indm.

™ vl

Act’s purpose, therefore, was to freeze Mnrlnummnbmnuhc ",,'
hmur; at a point where future political  terof pl fworship, the Act deni
I alterit.  dividual the righttoseck

or

However, despite the Act’s clear pur-
puu'. its implementation has been hin-
red by legal and political challenges,

legal redress, Tn cases like Anita Kushwa-
haws Pushap Sudan (2016), the Supreme
Court of India n-mgnlu«{ lhnl‘awm 10

nhtlrly o challenge the religious nlumq nf

Without its application in some of the

9

The legal framework should be updated
10 recognise }m‘ (1.!1“.9“.'! nLam{xj of rrli;

importance and the intertwined religious
identitiesin India, The Actshoubd not just
freeze history but should provide ways 1o
address disputes without escalating ten-
sions. Clearer guidelines for determining
religious character could be a step in the
rightdirection. Additionally, the Act must
ensure that its provisions do not prevent
communities from secking justice for his-

most high-profile religious disputes, llu- torical wrongs.
Arl has not lull‘lllullumlrm,. The Act’s provisi dtober \.-..-.:
th iMicts, Whlk-llwun feurrent legal

such places, the Act
ates n sense of injustioe and neglect,
The Actalso overlooks the socio-cultur

meant m pre unum secularism and a bak
anced understanding of Imhn\ religious

lﬂ\aﬁ Wamended and properly rnﬁ-ml
the Act could become an important tool in
o n

lmvngn mnnlyummdmxlmgunlnun- Justi alasp { y.  diversity, it has not d in these
achieved. A closer ) { Acts  14oltheC TheAct, bydenying  India's b includs i goals. ‘hcAnduﬂmlpnmdudnrwy
prmnkmhnw: dand have  legal recourse for s es of religious and cultural opp p.-wmlwormp

India'sch faland  scenasvi heirrightsand weaken:  and for many marginalised communities,  that have both relig g and

political realities. One key provision, Sec-
tion 4, prohibits changing a place of wor-
shipsreligious character, while Section 3
prevents any legal actions related to the

ing the principle of equality before the law.
The lnck of judicial intervention also goes
against the democratic spirit of India's ju-
dicial system, which serves as a check on

recliming religions sites is a way o re-
storedignity and address past wrongs, The
Act, by denyingjudicial recourse, prevents
these communities from seeking justice

Mark Zuckerberg is positioning his company for a second Trump term — and
revealing the hollow identity atits core

ar years, Mark Zuckerberg
tried to keep his social net-
works above the fray of parti-
san politics.
And why not? Meta's flag:
ship apps — Facebook, Insta
gram and WhatsApp — were rowdy na-
tlon-states unto themselves, with billions
of users, fragile internal politics, skittish
advertisers, perpetually aggrieved influ-
encers and a sprawling, uneven enforce:
ment regime (known as “content modera-
tion”) that was su) o keep the peace.
Given the headaches associated with
running his quasi-governments, the kst
thing Zuckerberg wanted was to become
0o d with actual go
~ the kind that could use the force of law
to demand that he censor certain volces,
op-

dreu Rdoge

iesor
Juil for noncompliance.

But that was then. Now, on the eve of a
second Tramp term, Zuckerberg is giving
his company a full MAGA makeover,

In the process, he Is also revealing that
Meta—ashape-shifting company that has
thrown itsell at every major tech trend
of the past decade, from crypto to the
metaverse to generative Al to wearable
computing a fundamental hollow-
ness at its core. It is not quite sure what it
is, or where its next phase of growth will
come from. But in the meantime, it will
adopt whatever values Zuckerbery thinks
itneeds tosurvive,

“The most recent changes started before
the election, when Zuckerbery — whose
contributions to clection integrity efforts
in 2020 had led Trump to threaten him
with lifetime imprisonment — called
Trump's recovery from an assassination
attemnpt “badass. " But they have accelerat-
edinrecent wvrl\\nnn Tmmpnml Zuck:

In reality, Zuckerberg changed his
views on speech many times, usually in
the direction of the prevailing political
winds, r\l\dlllt‘drl.lll'mfllkhlla\l(hﬂnﬂ

s (|

the label of a “classical liberal” while
quictly supporting most of the tenets of
MAGA conservatism,

7m'krr1mnn change has been visible

erbergmet ot Mar-a-Lage nees.
Last week, Meta's global policy chief,
Nick Clegg — a former British deputy
prime minister who was chosen for his
centrist bona fides — was replaced by Joel
Kaplan, alongtime Republican operative
who has acted for years as Zuckerberg's
liaison to the pro-Trump right.
()u January 6, Meta

ry list of right-wi
mands) as well as the nmhml of delivery
(Kaplan went on “Fox & Friends” to an-
nounce them) made it clear what the real
Purpose was,

The most popular theory about Zuck-
erbergsmotives isthathe: L\iu»lddnumc
politically rwcd lml le: uvylluz up to

Try the

on hi Photosof h
fortably clad in a suit and tie and testify-
ing before Congress have been replaced
by videos of him with longer hair and in
Id ch.

R sports
and sometimes hunting for his own food.
Long, heavily lawyered Facebook posts
about Meta'’s commitment to democracy

d lhup

of three new by
including Dana White, the C munmn
timate Fighting Champlonshipand a close
friend and political ally of Trump's.
Andon January 7, Zuckerbe wear:
ing a 900,000 wristwatch and an air of
strained enthusiasm — announced in an
Instagram Reel that Meta was replacing
its fact-checking program with an X-style
“community notes” feature. The company
is alsorevising its rules toallow more crit-
|rlum of certain groups, lnchullnu Immi-

thei

way many Silicon V.\llry tycoons have, in

hopes of getting better deals for himself

and Meta while Trump isin office,
Adifferent mmry one supported by

ger appear. Inm-ml e has posted

DM ILLUSTRATION: DEE P HARICAANDAN

What’sbehind Meta’s
MAGA makeover?

they log on,

But the most unexpected casualty may
be Zuckerberg himsell, who has always
stralned to avoid being painted into a cor-
ner by political pressure, and will now (at
least for the next four years, or until the
winds shift again) be judged by hu will-

render totherigh

of speech,
lh- may find that his new allies on the
right make more censorship demands
him, and are less forgiving of his mis-
ul(r\ mnn lhr Irh ever was, (Already,
A

quips on Threads re oelebrity
athletes and wideos showing the compa-
ny's newest Al initiatives.

I nulhmg rlu' I»clrdnru has clearly

conversations I' sends
ol 2

bee In hisvid-
th k

and RS 0 recent
months — isthat the billionaire's personal
politics have shifted sharply to the right
since 2020, and that his embrace of Trump
may stem less from cynical opportunism
than real enthuslasm,

1 ean't prove or disprove this theory,

ngus-
cr“u' murr “civiccontent” in lhcrl«di

from California to Texas mmxld he said,

the appearance of political bi
Zuckerberg's stated reason 'for these

changes — that Meta had realised that its

unlike Elon Musk, doesn't
bmudcun his unfiltered political opin-
ions dozens of times a day, But I find it
plausible. I've spenta lot of time studying
the right-wing conversion narratives of
disaffected liberals, and Zuckerberg's
recent arc fits the hlII uuprtdnuly wcll'

|
oldr sor

ship and that it should returm to its rmu

Awealthy 40-yea:
pnhlu rcpmallun starts listening to Joe
|

Meta's changes,
he wpnkt with dnwinu disdain about the
"Iquuy media” — a favoured phrase of
Musk's—and ed his California-based

urging
I'rump and his allies not to trust Zucker-
berg's change of heart.) And the benefits
he envisions from cozying up to Trump
may not materialise as fully as he bopes.
(One complicating factor: Musk, the pres-
Ident-elect’s top technology adviser, is no
fanof’ hn )

blem, though, is that the

employees of political bias, as Musk did
when he took over Twitter.

Whatever the cause, these changes
amount to Meta's biggest political rea

mm;mny still doesn't know what it is. Is it
a purveyor of ageing (though still profit-
able) social media apps? A champion of
m-mmAlMpmx?Aqemr’(

lignment since 2016, when it
to rampant misinformation on Facebook

nex
ware? A way for people to connect with
their families and friends? A Tik Tok-style
nlm»dlhunc feed, filked with a mix of pro-

and wid d eriticism over its role in
Trump's election by revamping its rules

d 4o bil {dollars
moderation.

The list of people hurt by Meta's new
rules may be long: Immigrants, trans-

fe sund Al slop? A build-
erof immersive virtual worlds? Some oth-
er, welrder thing?
A political reset mq{hl buy Zuckerberg
But

ing a better understanding of India's reli-
;mn dlvc‘r_:u\y,. llu(_ asit s_mm!x it remains

ahistoryof politic ndmlgkmmnnm.

Forthe Places of Worship Act to be tru-
ly effective in promoting communal har
mony, its weaknesses must be addressed,

gowda Immumml Alrport

w r‘mll\t_diuun nn:{ uphold the justice

(The writer isastudent at National Law
Undversity, Jodhpur)

Soaringover traffic

AVINASH SHET
In 2024, Bengaluru'’s Kempe-

leading the charge, Prototypes
from Joby, Vertical Aerospace,
and EHang arealreadyairborne,

while others pl.m o hunch tm

withSarla Amn\,unm\mwu

<ol

urban

NPTy Sp in electri
cally puward vertical takeoff
and landing (€VTOL) vehickes.
While full-scale operations may
still be two to three years away,
the partnership has sparked
discussions about the future of

VTOLs offer a quieter, more
cost-effective, and environmen:
tally lnr.-ndi‘y alternative (o tra-

flights this,
plnym.ncludlmzmdun&nm

Wisk),
Embraer, are also entering the
market, with Airbus completing
its firse Mlight in 2024,

The rise of VTOL technology
demands new govemance strc-
tures distinet from conventional
aviation. This includes rules
for aircraft certification, urban
operations, pilot training, and
vertiport umsmmum he US

ditional h s G
startups e developing this eechy
mllyy_ while regulators work 0

lobally,  Federal Aviatic

(FAA) started drafting eVOTL
regulations in 2022 and has

slgn and operations. For a grow-
ing economy like India, setzing
a nppummltv carly is vml 0

Joined an | network
of aviation authorities, including
the UK, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand, The FAA has also
sign

with Japan

mobility ecosystem,

flying tais
tery and drone

cﬂ!)l.tcd\mlogy. The country
must address regulatory gaps
with air traffic management and
pilot training rules and develop
a roadmap to support eVTOL
technology and infrastructure
for building a robust urban air

The concept of alr taxis is not
new. Helicopters have been
serving this purpose for the past
seven decades due to their verti-
cal takeoff and landing (VTOL)
capabilities, Citles such as Sao
Paubo, Dubal, Los Angeles, New
Mexico, Tokyo, and Seoul have
explored helicopter-based taxi
services with varying degrees
of success. Sao Paulo, Brazil, in
particular, has integrated heli-
copters into its urban mobility
framework, creatinganctwork of
about 500 helicopters supported
by 300 helipads, 10 maintenance
centres,andadedicated air traffic

system.

Despite their advant
‘copters face significant
to widesprend use as air taxis,
including high operational costs,
noise pollution, and stringent reg:
ulations. These drawbacks have
Timited their scakability.

The development of eVTOL
began over a
ago, spurred by advances in bat-

od
untl South Korea to collaborate
on eVOTL certification and inte-
gration. Similarly, the European
Commission adopted a regula-
tory package in 2024, allowing
eVOTL operations to proceed
oncecertifications arecomplete,

Vertiports, tailored toeVTOL
requirements, will differ from
heliports, Their size will depend
on the largest eVTOL vehicle
rather than helicopter rotor
dimensions, and they will need
speciatised charging and fire sup-
Pression systems.

India’s urban mobility chal-
lenges, exacerbated by rapid ur-
banisationand poorcity)
make eVOTLs a promising solu-
tion. Mumbai, New Delhi, Ben:
galury, and Pune, which ranked
among the top 60 in TomTom's
“Traffic Index 2023, suffer from
chronke congestion. Indian start-
ups likeePlane Co,Sarla Aviation,
and B Aerospace are develop
e, hel-  ing eVTOL prototypes, aiming

rriers  for launches between 2025 and
2028. Airkines like Indigoare also
exploring eVOTL operations,
with plans to deploy an Archer
Aviation fleet by 2026,

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is work-
ing on a regulatory framework
for nlr taxis, Incwnﬁ rules for

vantages.eVTO!

These electric drones rely on
multiple small rotors for pro-
r::ﬁm. operating similarly to

copters but with notable ad-
iselower

verti;

tification. However, pilot traning
regulations and urban air traffic
protocols remain pending. To
succeed, DGCA must establish
clear lon, naviga

costy, reduced carbon emissions,
and simpler malntenance costs,

ton, and surveillance guidelines,
a8 well as procedures for flight

science,

fal
and elec-

th ¢l (lmt slot sched-

uling,and City

tric propulsion.

Currently, the ¢VTOL tech-
nologgy remains in development
and testing phases, with improve-
ments in battery technology
almed at I-x rmdnu ~pm| and

ty
planning authorities must plan
smartly to establish the verti-
ports in already crowded [ndian
citles, With proactive measures
from the DGCA and robust in-
lmt}l:m'lluv planning, alr taxis

""ﬂ"

o ko Todw A | «

hid a

as a platform for free expres inmixed gender people, victims of online bully-  some time format Incia’sur
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R - The virtue of moderation
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M. Havanur has been served with the Krishina Water Disputes Tribunal, 1w »vmul amiddie mlh Inaworld hﬁtl departure. He subjected right livelibood right effort, comes to us from Christ to whom a
notice asking him t show cause within “The Chief Minister asked the Prine himself 1o self abnegation and right mindfulness and right coln with the emblem of Caesar was
twoweeks as to why he should nat be Mindster to prevent Andhea Pradesh aspects of life mdudlnulnammnlr ob-  self dental but discovered nelther meditation, An adherence tothese  brought and asked 1o whom the coin
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sceused POC Presdent K. H. Parl | Iiegalty utitising excoss water of the man what place do tightly held beliefs  tolife, He d ta reply was "Render unto Caesar the
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tory has taught us that empires have

The middle path we need to tread
isby a d our

Pratipada to life,

P

mmﬂum are Caesar's and unto God
the things that are God's.”
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Financing India’s future growth
is a challenge that must be met

Policy should aim to boost private investments and deepen a corporate bond market in need of long-horizon participants

RAJIV MEMANI
is charman and CEO, EY India

he robust economic growth of the past
I few years has placed India in a strong
position to fulfilits aspiration to be a
developed country by 2047, the year
Independent India tums 100. Apart
from human capital, which we have in
abundance, the country will also need to ensure
that it has the required financial capital needed to
grow at a real rate of 7%-7.5% per annum to reach
this goal.

Many sectors of the economy will require high
levels of capital during this period. The investment
requirements of the National Infrastructure Pipe-
line (NIP) alone are estimated to be $1.3 trillion. The
Economic Survey estimates that our energy transi
tion journey will need $250 billion annually till
2047. MSMESs will require $1.5 trillion to scale up
and achieve adigital transformation, of which only a
fraction is available from the formal sector. The
chief economic advisor estimates that India’s gross
fixed capital formation needs to go up from the cur-
rent 28% of GDP to at least 35% on a sustained basis.

Much of the recent years' economic growth has

Thus far, overseas financing has had a limited
ml(- Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India has

been pows 1y increased capital di by
both the Union and state governments; combined,
it has risen from 3.6% of GDP in 2019-20 10 5.6% in
2023-24. Much of this capital spending has been
on infrastructure—budgetary support accounts for
40-45% of total infrastructure spending. However,
given the need for fiscal consolidation of govern-
ment finances, there is limited room for expanding
public investment at such a large scale. The private
sector will need to play a bigger role in the future.

Raise the share of private investments: Public-pri-
vate partnerships (PPPs), divestments and policy

dges that incentivize private i espe
clally in ing, can lead to si ant
benefits. Indian corporates have strong balance
sheets. Their debt-equity ratio has reduced from
1.2% 10 0.9%, while equity fund rai has risen.
Equity funds raised via initial public offers (IPOs),
qualified institutional placements (QIPs) and rights
issues surpassed the 33 trillion mark in 2024, a
64% jump from TLES trillion in 2021,

While corporate India is well positioned for the
next capex cycle and there are also signs of capital
expenditure picking up, the question is whether
this pool of capital available is enough, or would it
need to be supplemented?

We need foreign capital plis domestic investments:
India's growth over the last 30 years has largely
been funded by domestic savings, the bulk of
which comes from what households save. How-
ever, overall household savings have declined from
pre-pandemic levels of some 20% of GDP to about
18% of GDP. People are investing more in physical
assets and taking on more debt. With a large part of
savings being used to fund fiscal deficits, there is
less available for private investments.

ataround §70-85 billion. Similarly,
private equity (PE) and venture capital (VC) invest-
ments have stayed at around $50-55 billion. Given
the strong interest among foreign investors in the
Indiastory, much can be done to turn intent into
action. Measures such as further improvement in
the ease of doing business, better contract
enforcement, better-targeted marketing of oppor-
tunities in the country and greater clarity on long
term import tariffs can attract

would require a review of investment norms. In
the US, pension funds typically invest 40-50% of
their corpus in equity markets, 20-30% in bonds,
10-15% in PE and the balance in VCs, real estate,
etc. Incontrast, life insurance funds in India are
required to invest a minimum of 50% of their cor-
pus in Union and state government securities.
Under the National Pension System, people
above the age of 55 need to have 75% of their allo-
cation in government securities. Insurance and
pension funds in India could be allowed to
deploy greater capital in other

higher FDL L 1] assets, especially corporate
Deepen India’s corporate bond QUICK READ bonds that offer consistent

market: Debt funding is another long-term returns, Higher allo-

avenue that can play a larger role Measures such as further cation to public markets and to

inmeeting India’s capital
requirements. The market for
corporate bonds—at present
largely driven by commercial
banks and non-bank finance
companies that fund only a
handful of companies—has been
growing, but is far below the
level in advanced economies. In
India, this market represents
about 16% of GDP against the
global average of over 40%.

A deeper corporate bond mar-
ket could help finance both private infrastructure

and capital

m;L ll\ potential can lx' unleashed by making av anl
able high credit-qu: paper on the demand side
and a larger pool of investors on the supply side.

Review norms for insurance and pension funds:
Greater participation by global funds like insur-
ance and pension players can help scale up
India’s bond market. However, attracting them

improvement in the ease of
doing business, better contract
enforcement and greater clarity
onlong-termimport tariffs can

help India attract more FDI

Along capex cycle s needed
tokeep economic growth strong
Indsa must aim for more private
investrments and a deeper
corporate bond market open
toinsurers and pension funds,

PE or VC funds could draw
greater capital to different
types of financing and deliver
better returns to investors.

Historically, Indian policy-
making has kept a prudent
watch on the level of foreign
debt capital lowing in. The
country’s foreign exchange
reserve position is comfortable
and its current account deficit is
instructural decline, thanks to
rising remittances and service
exports. This gives us the confidence that India's
capacity to absorb foreign capital would be higher
inthe future.

Along-term capex cycle is needed to keep
India’s economic growth in the fast lane. It isthere-
fore crucial to implement policy measures that
facilitate more private investments, FDIinflows
and a better developed corporate bond market
with insurance and pension funds as participants.
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Aboycott of Costco for its DEI
efforts is not likely to succeed

The US retailer has a loyal base of shoppers that it’s unlikely to lose

BETH KOWITT
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
corporate America.

/7 osteo Wholesale Corp has made a
f business out of doing things its own
S waty. It pioneered and perfected the
high-low formula, selling bulk toilet paper
and SL50 hot dogs alongside gold bars, dia-
d rings and wine from
than any other retailer. It keeps its profit

Costeco thrives on diversity and is defying
the anti-DEI wave for It

plenty of cheerleaders, but the responses

fee for the privilege of shopping at its
no-frill warehouses. It's a discounter that
paysemployeessomeof the highest wages

tothe of aboycott exud

dissent and hesitancy than he's used to
“Costoois the best run retail store Ishop

at. Why would Labandon that for an infe-

inaretail industry s g
its workforce.

Costeo has made another bet on zigging
while the rest of the sector zags. As retailers
like Walmart bow to pressure to reverse
theircommitments to diversity, equity and
inclusion (DED), Costco has stayed the
course. The company’s board last month
recommended that shareholders vote
against a proxy proposal from conservative
think-tank National Center for Public Pol-
icy Research, which would require the
company publish areport on ‘risks’ associ-
ated with its DEI programmes.

The proxy proposal has little to do with
forcing Costco to publish mundane facts
and figures; it'sabout killing Costoo’s DEI
efforts. The board put it bluntly: NCPPR's
“broader agenda is not reducing risk... but
abolition of diversity initiatives.™ Rather
than back away meekly, Costco goeson in

rior exp o at another store? If their
policies start to degrade the nhoppmg
i Twill begin ¢
options but not asecond before lhen said
aStarbuck follower. "l am sure Robby and
his Org can have an impact, but the Costco
leadership prob feels almost impervious to
cancel culture! They are that special,” said
another. Who wants to tell them that part
of what makes Costco special isits diverse
waorkforee and supplier base? Costco does
astellar job of making that connection inits
proxy, writing, “A diverse group of employ-
s helps bring originality and creativity to
our fTeri
‘treasure hunt' that our customers value.”
The company also notes that it has an
increasingly diverse customer base that
wants to see itself reflected in its stores,
Thisisnot just a hypothetical The week
after Walmart walked back some of its DEI

its reply to make astrong ss case for
its DEI efforts. To the retailer. diversity isa
critical hm\m |m;\(-rzuw not a PR initi-
ative, th
the anti-woke muhnm h.m' forgotten—or
perhaps never really understood.

Since Costoo’s response got picked up by
the media, the blowback from a faction of
conservatives has been predictable, There
have been calls for a boycott, with right-
wing activist Robby Starbuck suggesting
on X that consumers spend their money
elsewhere. Starbuck has been on a crusade
to wipe DEI out of America Inc through
social media boycott threats, a strategy
made more effective by an incoming
Trump administration likely to go after
companies it deems left-leaning.

But it's apparent that Starbuck doesn't
think Costoowill be as easy to tum as some
of his past targets. In his X post, he made
clear that he wasn't behind the Costco
campaign, sayingthat he hasn't yet focused
hisattention on it because it doesn’t fit with
his “meticulously” ||ldruwd|hmlmoul’hnm

initi it} ‘hed a holiday ad featur-
ing Nia Long and Larenz Tate, starsof the
1997 romcom Love Jones, that targets Afri-
can-American shoppers.

Some of the comments on the ad's You-
Tube page are brutal, with posters calling
out the hypocrisy of trying to capitalize on
such consumers even as it retreats on
efforts to support its African-American
employees. “Walmart has probably fired
everyone who conceptualized this ad by
now,” went one comment. “They won't
hire you to work in the store but they will
use you in ads,” was another.

Costeols probably more willing tostick
up for its policies and values because it has
more faith that they work. It's a beloved
brand with a cult following —93% of cus-
tomers renew their membership. Walmart,
on the other hand, has become the largest
retailer in the world because of its ubiquity
and low prices, but I'm not sure it can
dazzles and delights customers the way
that Costeo can.

The real test comes now, as Costeo tries

and why
mizeimpact. The n‘plmﬁlu Starbuck’s post
indicate he's smart to distance himself
from the Costeo fight ifhe doesn't want to
tarnish his “100% Mip rate.” His post has

1o wit d whatever boycott customers
muster, [ doubt that we're going to see
more than a handful of shoppers buming
their membership cards in the Costco
parking lot. TBLOOMBERG
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Working for women leaders Aninvaluable privilege

RAHUL JACOB

Is aMint columnist and a
former Financial Times
fareign correspondent.

rriving 30 minutes late for a job
interview three decades ago had Jeft
£\ me out ofbreath, sweaty and close to

articles more international. While I was fret-
ting, my phone rang. It was the FT Weekend
editor, backing me between pealsof laugh-
terabout the writer's sense of entitlement.
Inmuch ofthe superb research that out-
lines the pay gap that s bet men

reate Claudia Goldin nbu-ncn in Why

hels

career, Mom lml.hfulh from that first inter-

sented her with a garish pen with a fake pink

Wamen Won, of the 155,
women's rights history in the US between
1905 and 2023, almost half occurred

view y student visain the US

fl feather at one end of it and jok-

b rufted by char-

expired,
ismatic w()mcn A former mllcw lhn

ingly d she take it to all her meet-
ings. She did for months afterwards.
To say that women bosses are more

and women despite advances in the work-

place by women, little has been written

about how women manage dlllnn-ntl_v.and
o'

a mnic attack. - Yet, my first of

Fortune ‘schiefof rep f
her coming down the corridor, loudly pro-
claiming that New York’s metro system
would drive prospective job applicants
away. She had just heard from her assistant
that 1 had been stuck in a malfunctioning

bem'ﬂi from this. 1 was
recently sent an and affy

blog by agifted woman Imd writer who had
started at Forfune as a fact-checker, asThad.
She had written about Evey Benjamin, the
then chielof reporters at the magazine who

between 1963 and 1973, Decades on, murh week d about B
hasc the better, The edi herbottles of ch dth ick-
chief of The Ecomomist, Waill § Ytr«llnurml decad they had h
and Financial Times are all women. Lam for- | forhelping her find a consultant for her hus-
tunate to know and admire two of them. | band’s medical claims.
WAIseditor-in-chief since h*bnnry 2023, Tucker hasa (ougﬁ hrle! l\ﬁhl.' seeks to
Emma Tucker, was FT Wevk when | make WS, dmore
Iworked in London in the early 2000s, on readers, while making difficult decisions
Despite this progress, tolay staffoll. Evenso,a
itis hard to find articles ] profile of her in the New
that examine the impli- QUICK READ York Times observed in
cations of a wider dis- 2023, "Ininterviews with

subway train between 34th Streetand 42nd | hired me as well, attributing to Benjamin | persion of talented Thegender paygaphasbeenwell nearly a dozen former
Street and empathetically flipped the bur- | the habit of meticulously double- i stuched but little hasbeen written  and current staff mem-
den of being late from Ihv fnndhhlc tocir- | facts It dmpined Benjamin hahw than- | and how well suited about how women manage hers, Ms. Tucker was
. Twould put the ph life py ing her their skills are to the differently and perhaps even almost  universally

my eldest brother without saying goodbye i | and charm. knowledge economy, lessabouthowemployeesand  described as personable
shup'mum at my door. She npcdaliud in ‘What it didn' Is:) was that Bmulmm was | which needs managers  organizations benefit fromthis.  and reasonable.” Long
liners; I didn't want among. who | much less hierarchical before work-from-home

Fifteen )un later, I was working from
home one Tuesday when an email from a
long-time contributor to the FT' Weekend
landed. It was an 800 vmni stn-rdu[pm

about five decades ago were part of a class-
action lawsuit against Time Inc, then the
owner of Time, Fortune, People and Sports
Ilustrated. She was among the first genera-

test that felt like a grenad
against the changes | was making to make

tionof manage-
ment roles at the media giant. As Nobel lau-

and work-life
balance is to state the obvious. When my
parents visited New York, llsn:med nnmr.al
that them,
was working in a different organization by
then. I recall discussing with Tucker, the
motherof three sons as my working mother
Iml been, what parenting was like in such

It was

m Ion to have at work, precisely because it
had nothing to do with work.

Fast forward to Bengaluru today. Kamini
Sawhney, former director of Museum of Art
and Photography, and Hardika Shah, who
heads Kinara Capital, became friends during
interviews because they regarded the pro-
cess as more than publicity. Kavita Gupta
'idlhamal fmmdr'mf‘(m Academy, satin

than those of the com- Nobel laureate Claudia Goldn ~ was even a phrase in the that Icon-

mand-and-control underplayed one aspect of early 20005, sheallowed | ducted an the media and covid during the
industrial economy of  women leaders: They selflessly d Tuesdays . Goldin aspect
vesteryear. | have been  createafoundationforalarge  in London. Tucker's nf having more women leaders: They self-

luckytoworkforwomen  number of tobuild  irrew made | lessly create a foundation for many employ-

bosses most of my their careersupon. rhickays fun. lonce pre- to build careers upon.
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Tragedy in Tirupati: A Failure in Crowd Management and Safety Protocols

(> LETTERS

T is deeply shocking that the

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam
(TTD) failed in its crowd manage-
ment, leading to a tragic incident
that daimed the lives of six people
and left over 30 injured. The dev-
astating event has sent shockwaves
across the region and within the al-
liance government. The State gov-
emment acted swiftly, with Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu,
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan and
several ministers taking immediate
action and travelling to Tirupati.

This heart-wrenching tragedy,
which unfolded in a city
for its religious significance, could
have been prevented had there
been proper planning, manage-
ment and adherence to safety
protocols. There is clear evidence
of human failure, raising serious
questions about the effidency of

local police, the negligence of the
District Collkector and the Joint
Collector, and the failure of senior
TTO officials, inchading the Execu-
tive Officer (EO), to plan the event

ately.

What has particulardy shocked
the Chicf Minister is TTD's deci-
sion to deviate from the established
practice of providing Vaikuntha
Dwara Darshan at Tirumala. Was
this change in protocol permis-
sible acconding to Agama Sastras?
Secondly, why didnY the TTD and
the district administration utilise
technology to avold this prevent-
able disaster?

Both Naidu and Pawan Kalyan
exprossed deep sorrow aver the in-
cident, taking full responsibility for
what occurred. They asked for peo
ple's forgiveness and assured the
public that steps would be taken to

ensure such a tragedy would never
occur again, This gesture, though
a small comfort 1o the grieving
families, was a positive reflection
of the government’s willingness to
take accountability. Sadly, the op-
position, particularly the YSRCP,
has tried to turn this into a political
issue, accusing the alliance govern-
ment of failing in administration.
They should remember that the
people have not forgotten their five
years of consistent failure across
various sectors, during which they
never took ibikity.

A significant factor contribut-
ing to the disaster was the lack
of coordination and the absence
of a robust emergency response
mechanism, There were no well-
trained personnel, timely medi-
cal assistance, or clearly marked
evacuation routes in place. The

Tocal authorities, who should have

anticipated the logistical and se-

curity challenges posed by' uuh .

large influx of visitors, displa

a nq,lw attitude that | wmr
stion whether there was a

:g: rate conspiracy behind the
tragedy. The judicial probe must
get to the bottom of this,

As Tirupati is one of the worlds
most visited pilgrimage destina.
tions, it is imperative that the
government and the local bodies
concerned regularly review and
improve crowd control strategies,
especially during peak seasons
and special events. Not only was
there a lack of crowd manage-
ment and safety infs

ment officers, emergency medical
teams and crowd control barriers
could have mitigated the risk and,
potentially, saved lives. Further-
more, a real-time monitoring sys-
tem to alert officials of potential
dangers, such as overcrowding or
unsafe conditions, could have al-
lowed for timely interventions be-
fore the situation escalated,

This tragedy also highlights the
need for TTD to focus more on
the facilities for common pilgrims,
rather than prioritising VIP treat-
ment. In fact, the visit of VIPs and
VVIPs should be banned during
such critical periods. Pilgrimage
cities like Tirupati must invest in

hnology to monitor crowd d

Stampede deaths could have

been averted
IT is unfortunate that despite modern technology. the
TTD is still using the push-pull type of reservation sys-
tem. Keeping 90 counters for 1,00000 devotees means
forcing 1,000 devotees at each counter. It becomes a task
for the security staff to monitor all 90 counters. The devo-
tees reach from all corners of the world. Some come with
their kids and elders, who need assistance. Stam-
are certain when a large number of people are con-
ined to one area in a specified time. After the accidents, it
Is routine to shower sympathies with compensations, but
it is impossible to heal the mental les of the suffer-
ing. The TTD Board immediately shall get rid of those long
queues and shift 1o 24x7 digital method of distributi
tokens for darshanam. These tokens shall be distribute
in a spacious hall with large number of ddn AP Chkf

but the aulhorulu also appeared
ill-prepared for an emergency of
|hh magnitude.

The presence of law enforce-

sity in real time, enabling timely
intervention to  prevent over-
crowding from reaching danger-
ous Jevels.

Get set for quantum leap

2025 will see huge advances in quantum computing. So what is a quantum chip and how does it work?

Munamman Usmax

of quantum computing

has been experiencing
fast growth, with |«hnt3~
Ical advances and large-
investments regularly mak-
ing the news. The United
Nations has designated 2025
as the International Year of
Quantum Science and Tech-
nology.

‘The stakes are high - hav-
ing quantum  computers
would mean access to tre-
mendous data  processing
power compared to what
we have today. They won't
replace your normal com-
puter,buth

IN recent years, the fidd

typically subatomic particles
such as electrons or pho-
tons, controlled and manip-
ulated by specially dﬂ}:‘ﬂ’
electric and magnetic fields
(known as control

Unlike a bit, a qubit can
be placed in a state of 0, 1, or
a combination of both, also
known as a “superpo-sition
state”, This distinct property
allows quantum processors
to store and process ex-
tremely large data sets ex-
ponentially faster than even
the most powerful classical
computer.

There are different ways
to make qubits - one can use
wpercnmlmung devices,

kindof pho-tonics
awesome computing power  (light) or other approaches.
Each method has its advan-

will provide advances in
medicine, chemistry, mate-
rials sclence and other fields.

Vu its no surprise ma

tages and drawbacks. Com-
panies like IBM, Google and
QueRa all have roadmaps to

nphll) bnomlnx a ﬂdnl
race, and private industry
and around

drastically scale up qu

processors by 2030,
Industry players that use
du are Intel

the world are rushing to
build the world’s first full-
scale quantum computer.
To achieve this, first we
need to have stable and scal-
able quantum processors, or
chips.

Quantum chip

Everyday computers - like
your kaptop - are class-
cal computers. They store
and  process  information
in the form of binary num-
bers or bits, A single bit can
represent cither 0 or 1, By
contrast, the basic unit of a
quantum chip is a qubit, A
quantum chip is made up
of many qubits. These are

KUstaN Sarkan

YDNEY: As Indian cricket
deals with the fading form
of its two stalwarts in captain
Rohit Sharma and senior bat-
ter Virat Kohli, head coach
Gautam Gambhir and his sup-
port staff’s role in Ium!lln.L‘
team in transition has
come into focus. The ongo-
ing Border-Gavaskar Trophy
has been a difficult ride for the
side has struggled to get the
it combination in the face
an aggressive and highly-
driven Aus-tralian team.
“The visitors will be playing
the must-win fifth and final
Test here from Friday. The on-
field roller-coaster is causing
some off-field lssues as well
with murnwrs of unrest in the
dressing room beginning to
grow. It s kearnt that Gambhir
is not on the same page with
most of the players in the team
and the commu-nication isnt
a8 good as it used to be dur-
ing the time of Ravi Shastri
and Rahul Dravid Skipper
Rohit Sharma has maintained
that he speaks individually to
the players about selection is-
sues. But after Gambhir took
charge in July, Rohit, it is said,

and Australian companies
like Diraq and SQC. Key
photonic  quantum  com-
puter  developers  include
PsiQuantum and Xanadu,

Qubits: quality
versus quantity
How many qubits a quan-
tum chip has is actually less
important than the quality
of the qubits. A quan-tum
chip made up of thousands
of low-quality qubits will be
unable to perform any use-
ful com, c ta-tional task.

at makes for a qual-
uy qnblt' Qubits are very
sensitive to unwanted dis-
turbances, also known as er-

hasn't actually given clarity
to some of the not-so-junior
payers about why they were
being excluded at times from
the side. His own poor form
hasn't helped Rohit’s cause.
But it s also reliably learmt
that Gambhir, who is consid-
cered a more assertive
hasr't carned a lot of confi-
dence from the group of play-
ers, who arent as old as Kohli
or Rohit bt are also not rook-
fes like Harshit Rana or Nitish
Reddy. “There is a Test match
to be played and then there
Is Champlons Trophy. If the
performance doesn't improve,
even Gautam Gambhir's posi-
ton wouldn't be safe” a senior
BOCH official told PTT on con-
ditions of anonymity.
Gambhirs equation with
the sclection committee s
also not particularly dear at
this polnt. There are players
in the team, who are feeling
insecure because of his pro-
clivity to experiment with the
paying deven. In the ongoing
BGT, a punt like Nitish Reddy
has worked out beilliantly but
the handling of Shubman Gill
is still being debated. BOCI
secretary Jay Shah has now
been clevated to the 1CC

I'MWMMMI&
countries is that fast.
oconomies such as Ihl.
> mw:mu

emitter of greenhouse
In the world, should also pay their share. Aworg':.'

Baku, Azer-baljan, a breakthrough of sorts was made,
with the adoption of an agreement to triple the amount
of dimate finance paid to developing countries, to
$300 billion per year, by 2035, The deal s a definite
step forward, but the final sum is far less than the $1.3
trillion that climate experts say these countries need in

What will it be

useful for?

A fully functional quantum
processor would be able to
solve extremely complex
problems. This could lead
to  revolutionary  impact
in many areas of rescarch,

research and development,
After all, to run, one must
first learn to walk,

What's on horizon?

In the next few years, quan-
tum chips will continue to
scale up. Importantly, the

hnology an, y next ge of quan
Quantum P could  tum p will be un-
help us discover new medi- dﬂplnmd by logical qubiu.
cines and advance medical  able to tackle

research by finding new
connections in clini-cal tri-

order to adapt to the crisis

rors or noise. This nolse can
come from many sources,
including imperfections in
the manufacturing process,
control signal issues, chang-
s in temperature, or even
Just an interaction with the
qubit’s envi-ronment.
Being ne to errors
reduces the reliability of a
qubit, known as fidelity. For
a quantum chip 1o stay sta
ble long enough to perform
complex  computational
tasks, it needs high-fidelity
qubits, When rescarch-ers
compare the performance
of different quantum chips,
qubit fidelity is one of the
crucial parameters they use.

How to correct

the errors?

Fortunately, we dont have
W build perfect qubits.
Over the last 30 years, re-
searchers have  designed
theoretical techniques
which use many imperfect
or low-fidelity qubits to
encode an abstract “logi-
cal qubit”. A logical qubit is
protected from errors and,
therefore, has very high fi-

delity. A useful quantum
processor will be based on
many logical qubits.

Nearly all major quan-
tum chip developers are
now putting these theories
into practice, shifting their
fo-cus from qubits to logi-
cal qubits. In 2024, many
quantum  computing  re-
searchers and companies
made great progress on
quantum error corrections,
induding Google, QueRa,
1BM and CSIRO. Quantum
chips consisting of over 100
qubits are already available,
They are being used by
many rescarchers around
the world to evaluate how
good the current genera.
tion of q comj

al data or genetics that cur-
rent computers dont have
enough processing power
for,

They could also greatly
improve the safety of vari-
ous systems that use artifi-
clal intelligence algorithms,
such as banking, military
targeting and autonomous
vehicles, 1o name a few.
To achieve all this, we first
need to reach a mllnmne
known as g

Minister N Chandrababu Naidu is d to
darshanam only through the token number system!
G Murali Mohan Rao, Secunderabad

T least Six devotees Jost their lives, and dozens sus-
tained injuries in a stampede on Wednesday night in
Tirupati while waiting for the issue of tokens for the Vai-
kunta Dwara Darshanam of the Lord Venkateswara Swamy
on Tirumala Hills on Mukkoti Ekadashi Day. Hundreds of
devotees from across the country for tickets of
the annual Vaikunta Dwara Darshanam. Religious places

are becoming a death trap for the devotees.
CK Nikhil Subramaniam, Mumbai

Tax relief may boost consumption

IT refers to the editorial: “Slowdown blues for Indian
cconomy”” It is not surprising to learn that the Indian
economy will go from fourth gear to second gear in the
current financial year as all pointers are indicating this.
Public capex Is way short of target, Private sector is drag-

its feet on new capex. RBIS tough monetary stand
:In:ukln; the task all lmmldlﬂ Scfvhkn sector Is do-
ing bly well; it is the f sector which
has hit a big hurdle and we all know that Ihcrncul for
not only job and income growth but the economy, toa.
It should not be forgotten that Gol has provided relief in
terms of corp tax as well as PLI schemes 1o attract

useful tasks. While q\un

tum hardware (that is, pro-
cessors) has been progress.
ing at a rapid pace, we also
can't overlook an enormous
amount of rescarch and
development in the field of
quantum software and al-
gorithms.

Using quantum simula.
tions on normal comput-
ers, rescarchers have been
developing  and  testing
vari-ous  quantum  algo-
rithms, This will make

premacy - where a qunn
tum  processor solves a
prob-lem that would take
a classical computer an im-
practical amount of time to
do

Late last year, Goog-
les  quantum chip Wil
low finally demonstrated

ers are and how they nanc
made better in future gen-
erations.

For now, developers have
only made single logical
?ublh. It will likely take a
few years to figure out how
to put several logical qubits
together into & quantum
chip that can work coher-
ently and solve complex
real-world problems,

‘NOTTHE NEW NORMAL

2024 one of the worst years for children

y for a
contrived task - a Compu-
tational problem de: d
1o be hard for classical su-
percomputers but easy for
quantum processors due to
their distinct way of work-
ing. Although it didn't solve
a useful real-world -
lem, it's still a remarkable
achievement and an impor-
tant step in the right direc-
tion thats taken years of

redated calls But i Indias
performance is not drastical.
ly better in the Champions
Trophy in February-March,
Gambhir will certainly have
his wings clipped. “He was
never BCCIS first choice (it
was VVS Laxman) and some
of the wdl-known overseas
names didnt want to coach
all three formats, w0 he was
a compromise. Obviously,
some other  compulsions
were also there” the official
sabd

Gambhir has already been

Over 473 million children—more than one in six

globally-now live in areas affected by conflict,

with the world experiencing the highest number

of conflicts since World War I1. The percentage of

the world’s children living in conflict zones has
doubled—from around 10 per cent in the 1990s to
almost 19 per cent today. The situation for women
and girls is particularly conceming, with widespread

reports of rape and sexual violence
in conflict settings

asked a few tough questions
after the 03 defeat at home to
New Zealand and if the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy is also
lost, #t can all go downhill for
the felsty former opener from
Delhis Old Rafinder Nay

Already there Is a s of
thought that Gambhir should
only be given charge of the
T20 team, a format in which
he has been a successful
captain and then mentor for

chief s position and the Board
will have his full time succes-
sor only after anuary 12,
Once that administrative
stability is in place, the BCCI
brass will have some thinking

to do. Till Shah was in-charge
of l(:(:l, he called the shots.

Former India scamer Roger
Binny, who Is the cument
president of the Board, hasnt
been seen taking any policy

both Kolkata Knight Riders
and Ludinow SuperGlants.
One question that Is being
asked in the corridors of
power is whether he has been
able to offer any solutions to
Virat Kohli with regard to his

1 g ready
for  useful nﬂikallom
when the quantum hard-
ware catches up. Building
a full-scale quantum com-
puter is a daunting task. It
will require simultaneous
advancements  on  many
fronts, such as scaling up
the number of qubits on a
<hip, improving the fidelity
of the qubits, better error
correction, quantum wll
ware,

Investment into manufacturing and boost this sector. So,
providing income tax rate cuts in the forthcoming budget
may drive consumption boost and in turn forcing private
companles 10 invest into new capex.

Bal Govind, Noida

Pranab memorial an honour
tohis services to nation

RANAB Mukherjee's daughter had d

for not erecting a mtmorhl in honour of her I'aheuml
central g d her that a | would
be erected in. Delhi in honour of Mukher jee, which can be
called an error rectified. In this regard, the Union govern-
ment has chosen a site for it at the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal
in Rajghat where other memorials had been erected. His
daughter rightly reminded the government over the over-
sight in honouring a past President who had served the na-
tion for more than four decades in various ithes. It is
worth mentioning how the issue had been politicised over
aspot to cremate Dr Manmohan Singh and such anxiety in
the case of P V Narasimha Rao was not 3

im, Jalandhar

Yash Pal

AAP stands a fair chance in polls

INth:ﬂMﬂl&BlP’l]‘bt.lh!Ml’aMlhemy
to throw the doors of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
hal” open to the public and publish its pictures.

and several other sub-fields
of quan-tum computing.
After years of remarkable
foundational work, we can
expect 2025 to bring new
break-throughs in all of the

Ve,
(https://theconversation,
com/)

never-ending  dismissals in
the outside off-stump chan-
nel? By the look of things, the
answer 1o that seems to be an
emphatic no.

“Gautam, all his life, while
playing in England and Aus-
tralia, would dab the ball to-
wands slip and gully. So, he
knows exactly what Kohlis
problem is. He has seen that
as a player (in 2014) and as a
commen-tator and now as a
coach, “If he knows what is
wrong, be should tell him." a
former India great, with the
experience of more than 90
Tests, said.

The AAP also questioned the moral authority of a leader
who spent Rs 2,700 crore for himself, travels in a Rs 84,000
crore thcmd wears a Rs 10 lakh suit to hurl the ‘Sheesh
Mahal jibe at it. The AAP government implemented sev-
eral welfare schemes benefiting the city's impoverished and
education and health care for the Ddhiites. To
its credit, the AAP, unlike the BJP, does not relegate the
bread-and-butter issues of politics to the back-ground of
its . It runs a positive campalgn on issues that
matter to the lives of people. The AAP stands a fair chance
of scoring a hattrick.
G David Mtlron, Maruthancode, TN

Clarity is more crucial than knowledge

n this age of e and disinf
must remain vigilant in extracting authentic Anfonm»
|I0|L In 2025, we, as techno-humans, will become data
due to the ption of data, which leads
to unnecessary hoarding of data on our mobile devices,
and computers. As the famous historian from Is-
racl, Yuval Noah Harari, once
is not the century where know!
clarity is power,

tly said, the 215t century
Ige is power, but where

Dr Jitesh Mari, Kutch
thehansreader@gmail.com
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Bengaluru Peripheral Ring Road: HC
directs BDA to acquire pendingland

BENGALURU: The Klrmnh H (mm has q)hdd
lhtllnd U‘ the

PR

The BOCH d:

also keeping a tab on cnuln
other developments about
one of the key mem-bers of
the support staff, who is be-
ing accompanied at all the
venues by his personal assis-
tant. 1t is beant that the person
in question used to have FOP
(Field Of Play) access dur-
ing the IPL where he would
stride into the playing arena
after games in a franchise jer-
sey. In Australia, his presence
in the box dedicated to BCCI
members hasn't really been
appreciated, according to a
top source.

(I!DA) iurdummmhn of Pe-
riplnmi Ring Road-2 connecting Hosur-Mysore Road and
Tumkur Road. It has also directed it to acquire the pending
land.

A single-judge bench of Justice ES Indiresh, examining
the petitions filed by M Vanitha of Kengeri and others, up-
held the preliminary notification Issued in 2005 and both
the notifications issued in 2011 by the BDA under the Land
Acquisition, Resettlement and Right to Just Compensation
Act, 2013,

After hearing the arguments, the bench accepted the pe-
titions and ordered, “If the BDA has not acquired the land,
it should immediately acquire it and announce compensa-
tion within six months™
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Empower small farmers

Ensure sustainability and scale with land pooling

—
S Raghavan
ndia’s agricultural landsca)
I isatale of stark contrasts,
one hand, large landowners
thrive with access to resources
and capital; on the other, small
and marginal farmers struggle to
sustain themselves on
fragmented plots of land, These
farmers are caught in a vicious
le of diminishing landholdi
m of resources, Ml;ld pmd.tmfym
moneylenders.
However, ‘holistic collective
{lrmi 'almsto rl.aml fragmented

COLLECTIVE FARMING. Halting
fragmentation s

Why TN irrigation has stagnated

DRY STORY. Tamil Nadu’s area under canals and tanks has fallen, while groundwater use has its limitations and problems

Trends in net and gross irrigated area
in Tamil Nadu, 1960-61 to 2021-22

ANARAYANAMOORTHY

“
arming without assured
water supply can be risky , % 4’
especially for cost-intensive Lo ‘I\‘ ’I
crops. [rrigation not ol vy

helps increase crop yleld and 0
cmpplng Inmultybm also encourages

andholdings an r small tech mdln tsrequiredforthe 2 more than the total storage of
{nrmn t)uoug“' coll m cmp:o‘op“ P“ : all the dams in the State, ms 26
efforts, Education and the Puture: To Studies from various countries in 0 Iha tank irrigated area has disappeared
In many farming communities,  arrest further fragmentation of South Asia including India have shown 196061 202021 during 1960-61t0 2021-22,
land inheritance traditions have land, the model encourages that irrigation has helped in increasing The 16th report of the Central
led to a steady reduction in farm farmers to document their farm 8, employment opportunities t iea irrt G s Standi o
»Ilﬂmﬂggl’wmlom Small children’s names in land records. and nmngmpovuty Trends in source-wise nngated area Water llﬂﬂ\lrl‘ﬂlndmtﬂ"(unlul
lots of land, often less than an Earnings from the collective It is for these reasons that the i - on Water Bodies released by the
zcre.are Insufficient to sustain a 'mnhrl‘?lnhhnw can fund thelr government has been investing heavily SLIS:M Nadu’ 1960-61 to 2021-22 «n Ministry of Water Rcmrzyﬁn 2023
family, Without access to reliable education, enabling them to in ird#athn development since the First " A ; o have stated that the increased
WALEr SOUrces, Tullty seeds, or pursue careers outside Five-Year Plan. But, while India’s " == Cand “Tank = Groundwater encroachments in water spread area and
market k farmers gricul Irrigated area continues to grow, its 1% poor maintenance of tanks are the major
struggle to make ends meet. Many growth in Tamil Nadu has stagnated for " reasons for the drastic reduction of its
fall prey to moneylenders who THE BENEFITS more than three decades now. So why 1 area, Schemes with adequate funding
charge exorbitant interest rates, Economic stability: B.yh does Tamil Nadu lag in irrigation ': s D S — need to be Introduced to remove the
ing them deeper Into debt. both wages and profit m-. development? M & N Ne e ame encroachments and to carry out
The rnult ina n:yde of poverty: md farmers experience immediate [l maintenance works periodically to
despair, and long-term financial benefits. STATE OF IRRIGATION 2 Increase the tank area.
India’s agricultural distress, Sustainability: Natural Tamil Nadu was India's top-ranked State 161 e About 63 per cent of the net irrigated
farming practices improve soil interms of irvigated area in the sixties . " " area (29,25 Iha) of Tamil Nadu currently
COLLECTIVE FARMING health and reduce environmental and seventies, It accounted for 11.56 per Trends in fallow land in Tamil Nadu, comes from groundwater sources. But,
This model seeks to transform the  harm, cuuﬂngl sustainable cent of India's total irrigated area in the contribution of groundwater to the
lives of small farmers by agricultural system, 1960-61, but its share declined to just 1960-61 to 2021-22 P ows | total lmaptrdlmhnbcm decelerating
Mdrenlng(lu:lrmon pressing Social rment: 3.24 per cent in 2021-22 due to Area in fakh hectares In recent yea
Collective farming folurl Imdrqutc importance given to the » Data publlimibv the Central
involves: reduces dy Boardin that
Pooling Land: Farmers retain dependence on mom-ylmdal, Tumil Nadu has d not » (ht c:&:)lomllunof roundwater is more
mcrdnlpuﬁhcdrlmdbmw mdgivuhrmmgrmw only in terms of share of irrigated area 2 than &) per cent in 23 out of 37 districts.
roollhﬂr ints gﬂr\wﬁn markets. but in terms of actual irrigated area as If this situation continues, the
‘This creates larger, Prevent well. For example, the gross irrigated 0 er area may decrease
mnn s areas for farmi Fragmentation: Joint ownershi area of Tamil Nadu (see or drastically in future. By increasin, lht
whkvm‘;m\u efficiency rl,%d apooled model halts thl’ definition) has im:vnm? ﬂsz s " Mowkm’iy)lmm u\fi'y ng-met!
scalability. physical division of land, ensuring lakh hectares (Tha) in 1960-61 to only I as drip and sprinkler irrigation
Collaborating with Social Its viability for future 38.94 1ha in 2021-22. During the same 202021 hnigues, grounds P
Entrepreneurs: A generations, period, the irrigated area in sAmimousioyemeinayewr P " canbecurbed.
non-exploitative socal Focus on Education: nd bouring Karnataka | dfr Grom [l " The water use efficiency Is general
entrepreneur provides initial Redirecting farm income toward Tha to 60.85 Iha and in undivided low in canal command arcas in India. By
capital, acoess to water resources,  children's education creates Andhr- Pradesh, from 34.72 Iha to 95,03 Introducing the water accounting
seeds, and marketing channel P ities for upward Tha, down the overall irrig develop I d from 15.38 tha to 26,64 Tha method in canal irrigation, Maharashtra,
They also bring in agricultural mobility and of ‘Tumil Nadu is the only major State, of hmll Nadu, during this perlod (see, Figure 3). which has the largest number of dams in
experts to train farmers in livelihoods. which has not registered any increase in ing the same period, Karnataka Third, due to the reduction in India, increased its water use efficiency
sustainable practices. The holistic collective farming gross irrigated area in terms of growth and And a Pradesh also experienced a low-cost irrigation sources (canal and irrwm'd area considerably,
Natural Techniques:  model is not just an economic rate during 1960-61 to 2021-22 (see, sharp decline in tank irrigated area,buta  tank), the cost of cultivation has “Tamil Nadu may also think of
Farmers are taught to prepare Initiative; it is a vision for social Figure 1), massive expansion in canal and p g farmery’ income. introducing a water accounting method
organic fertilizers using cow transformation. By lnlqmmg There are several reasons why Tamil m:undvmw irrigation helped to to the A In canal Inlgmd area.
dung, cow urine, jaggery, lentil traditional kmwlcdm Nadu could not expand irrigation as rease their net and gross irrigated Survcy nﬁndhn Farming el The Compendi
flour, and virgin soll, to enly modern It much as other States. Most of the area significantly. 2018-19, published by the National of India (2020) underl
soll fertility and reduce offers away to mjuv«mc Indla's northern States rely only on canals and The poor inirrigatedareahas  Statistical Office in 2021, Tamil Nadu that the water storage capacities of the
dependency on expensive farming sector. groundwater for thelr irvigation had a deleterious impact on Tamil ranks 23rd in terms of monthly crop dnmn are reduced due m:ﬂllmtnumm
chemical inputs, To scale this initiative, development, Nadu's agriculture sector, cultivation income per household reduction in
Revenue Distribution: government bodies, NGOs, and However, Tamil Nadu has been First, 1l e net cultivated area (see (€2,129). lpttilr programme shouldbe
Farmers recelve daily wages for private stakeholders must come relying on canals, groundwater and w{ has Research reports from the World Introduced to remove the silt from dams
their labour, ensuring financial together. Financial incentives, tanks for its irvigation development over ned from 61,69 Tha in 1970-71 1o Bank and the Astan Development Bank and other water sources,
stability. After the harvest, such as subsidies for natural time, Unfortunately, the irrigated area 49.09 Iha in 2021-22, aloss of 12,60 Tha, cunhrm that irrigation is a driving force Sluggish irrigation development will
revenue from the sale of Woduot farming inputs or tax benefits for from tanks and canals has decreased Sucha I.Ti e reduction has not happened only for increasing agricultural no( only affect the farming families but
in distril P social P could drastically over time. In any of the major States. Emducﬂon and ralsing farmers’ income uce agricultural output, ralsing
d d, and the I adoption. ‘While the canal irvigated area has Second, the area under fallow land has  but also for eradicating rural poverty. xhnlr market prices and overall inflation.
remalning profits are shared declined from 8,82 1ha in 1960-61 to 6,84 Studies from Maharashtraand other Allof these will create hardships for
among farmers based on their Theweiter is former Director Petroleum Tha in 2021-22, the tank irrigated area Sl ish irrigation States suggest that poor availabil l:yod“ common people and the government.
land contribution. Indlan Ol Carporation (18P Unit), Mumbal tkcllncd from 9.361ha to 4,10 1ha (see, dev ill Inlgnkmuuwd unemployment Therefore, the policymakers should take
Figure 2), evelopment will not rurchq vnlngemomlpmmclrln deg lerate the
mhmqh the area under groundwater — only affect the ﬁlrmlng g evelop
has increased from 5.98 Ihato 18.31 Tha .

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

January 10, 2005
Anil Ambani meets Kamath

The Vice-Chairman and Managing Director of Reliance Industries, Mr Anil
Ambani, had a two-hour meeting on Sunday with Mr KV Kamath, Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer of ICICI Bank and a friend of the familly. Mr

“ Netarea

- o Gross area

must take steps to increase the irrigated
area,

First, according to the estimate of the
Central Water Commission, the total
ential irrigated area of Tamil Nadu is
32 tha, of which only 38.94 tha are
' currently in use. That Is, about 30 per
! cent of the total potential irrigated area

A—i remains unutilized. Urgent measures

\ are needed to use the unutilised

~ Irrigation potential.
) Second, the total water na:rc
capacity of 41,127 tanks located in Tamil
Nadu s estimated at 347 TMC, which is

during this period, the drastic decline in
canal and tank irrigated area has pulled

families but also reduce
agricultural output.

water rcqulmmmu due m Lhc
intensification of ug[rk'ulmrr and other
reasons, the Tamil Nadu government

The writer s former fulltime Member (Official), CACP,

New Dehl Views are personal

China hints at retaliation over EU tariffs

Anil Ambani wert to the ICIC] headguarters at Bandra-Kurls complex to meet Bloomberg News implementation” as a major concern. The ministry also said these steps Chlm‘h!Vlndlnrynn unfair
Mr Karmath, but nothing was sald publicly sbout what transpired at the mlwﬂymdln last year could involy ding said Thursday th:
Mmeeting, hlnn nuu- Union's  after the EU d g Chis i 2 the EU has Inmdnd pmbn
‘ Its subsidies for electric vehicles. Imbmﬁnglmﬁnﬂuay, into only Chinese com,
Disaster ment body soon from ing did not actions it sald in public mnmm.
In order to tackle the challenges posed by natural calamities such as the mmplniu e B 'P.f%:n’ %mnmp such as asking mwmn:« nimpemomp and
December 26 tsunam, the Government has decided to set up a National Ilmmwm. marking the latest clash in Invn:rnn the EU for talks, without providing measures
Disaster Management Authority shortly and install an Early Warning System, ng trade dispute between the En policies details. qdm
China's comes amid a broader m&hlmd.pn:ulmofd-

Rating upgrades stay ahead ‘I'h:MInln of Commerce released th:mimmyeomdmndmwm mdcd-puummmlu.whmdn Bumpnnuuhnmnhrd
In a sign that the financial health of india Inc is continuing to improve, rating the findi ity investigation into the tllb.mﬂlmﬂlﬂlﬂldlm has imposed tariffs of up to 45 per in China, defended the
upgrades have outnumbered rating downgrades in the first eight months of EU's Subsidies take “other approp «mmmnm-m-um-m rgnlnnmu“eumrl tic” ina
the Ananclal year 2004-05. Data refating to rating changes from April to ighting “selective measures.” g that state subsidies ga following Beijing’s move,
Novernber for al the rating agencies indicate that rating upgrades outnumber
rating downgrades by a ratio of simost 3to 1,
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2608

EASY SOWN NOT SO EASY O

01. Amphibian (4) 01. Ornamental fastening found under horse’s hoof (4)
02, Mark of hurt (4) 02, Steep, bare place showing where one was hurt (4)

ACROSS 03, A send-up in writing (6) ACROSS O3, It ricicules folly as rite is sorted out (6)

07, Defer to a future 04, Tripods (6) 07. Caption ‘Atrest’ ncarrectly to defer 04, Puts up with the accommedation for spectators (6)

time (13) 05, Immediately! (4) things (13) 05, Soon, or immediately who wrote it is not known (4)

0B, Intricate difficulty 06, Remove correction; let it stand (4) 08, Drain go wrong? End of sink not 06, Dont make the correction in haste: think! (4)

() 09, Flightless bird (7) making intricate tie (7.4) 09, Bird 50 upset at head of table is wealthy (7)

12. Disposition, inborn
character (6)

14. Move out in all
directions (6)

16. Costing (6)

18, Curby, restrain (6)
19. One telling
another's story in print
(56)

23 At which bleeding
may be controlled (8,5)

10 Behind schedule (7)

11. Doing nething (4)

12, Back part of neck (4)

13, Fish eggs (3)

15, Number of strokes sllowed (3)
17. Grcustous diversion (6)

14, Trade by exchanging goods (6)
19, Wound, as bull (4)

20, Drying-oven (€)

21. Accepted (4)

22. Ladder step (4)

12. Nakedness: its debt is death (6)

14, Quite a feast - it will make one grow
larger (6)

16. Was inguisitive about cheer-leader
having a sale ticket (6)

18, Show haw amiss ane feels & taking a
restraint (6)

19. One whose spirit is moved to put
pen to paper? (6,5)

23. Newspapers rue change to indicate
where thumb may stop flow (RS)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2607

ACROSS 1. Hoodwinking 7. Precise 9. Over 11. Cadet 12. Plural 14 Permutation 18. Treaty 20. Meant 22 Ream 23. Earring 24, Centrifugal

DOWN 2. Overdue 3. Idem 4, Never 5, Spice 6. Gril 8 intimate 10. Old-timer 13 Sty 15, Ocarina 16. Storm 17, Stage 19. Erase 21, Per|

10 Bowling is expected - it's late (7)

11. Nothing to do that is about fve hundred pounds (4)

12, Part of the pancreas turns up at the back of the neck (4)
13, Eggs of a sort, deer of anather sort (3)

15, Knock up the number of strokes allowed for the hole (3)
17. A circuitous route one may take, having toured around (6)
18, Exchange of goods wil preciude a half of butter (6)

19. Plerce the triangular piece that's et in (4)

20. Drying kiln as used in occupational therapy (4)

21. Graft was successful to sanction (4)

22, Maning tedephoned, gets a step up the ladder (4)

+



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION,

~ Ramnath Goenka

DELHI SIGNALS NEED
FORDEMONSTRABLE,
SOBER GOVERNANCE

HAT is the primary lssue before Delhl's citizens as
the three main political parties solicit thelr votes for
the assembly election on February 57 It is much more
than roads, hospitals, schools, clean alr and ‘bl
pant’, It Is responsive governance that Delhi yearns
for. Cynics would not hesitate to say the capital citystate is at
the mercy of an imposed ‘double-engine sarkar’. There is the
Aam Aadmi Party, elected to govern. There s the leutenant
governor, who 1s sald to interpret rules to expand the Raj Ni-
was's say In governance, The Supreme Court plays the arbiter,
dragged into the governance mess between the two sarkars, to
koep the administration moving. Former Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud observed with some exasperation in 20&3 that
“every dispute, all and sundry, between the government of the
Natlonal Capital Territory and the LG is coming bere".

The court still hears about feuds b bu-
reaucrats and ministers and (nterdepartmental disputes
over postings and allocations, The Supreme Court recently
intervened even in a Centre-state dispute over pending law-
yers' bills, The judicial advice to the warring sides in the new
year was to “make peace with each other”, The advice should
be for each Institution to mind its business. The result of this
disputed or excessive governance is a lack of development,
Many projects have stalled, or the progress Is snall-paced,
Rote bureaucracy is at work everywhere, It takes a leader's
visit these days to repalr poorly-maintained roads,

Elections are times when the undying hopes of the people
rise to expect better treatment from politicians, The cam-
palgns are already on. The AAP has exhibited no introspec-
tion of what It falled to do. The Congress and the BJP have not
done thelr homework to crnknllv npprnhm the current term,
Instead, other than p the are
about optics ke mlu'u made over luxurious ‘mahals’ and
welfare handouts that have expanded from free power and
water to a cash dole for registered women voters. The least
that Delhiites deserve are manifestos lsting appropriate gov-
ernance solutions and, importantly, explaining how the par-
ties propose to deliver on them. The next government coming
good on its assurances would depend on how the Centre and
the state respect Delhi’s unigue statehood status and execute
thelr joint responsibility for accountable governance unen-
cumbered by the politics of one-upmanship,

ROSE CASE: ACT WITH SAME
SPEED FOR COMMONERS

ENDING out a strong message against bullying on social
media platforms, the Kerala police arrested colebrity busi-
and hropist Boby Ch aday after
actor Honey Rose filed a complaint against him and a fow
others for making lewd comments online. The case was
registered under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita's Section 76
(sexual harassment) and the I'T Act's Section 67 (publishing or
transmitting obscene material in electronic form). The court
has remanded the businessman to 14 days' judicial custody
Rose's complaint and authorities' swift action have been wel-
comed by most people. Even the Association of Malayalam
Movie Artistes, which has been accused of exhibiting a patri-
archal mindset at times, promised her all support. The few who
sabd Rose berself “Invited” the obscene remarks by the way she
appeared in public should be strongly condemned for re-victim.
Ising someone clearly abused on a public forum, Flrst, a wom-
an's right to dress the way she wants Is her own; second, it's
inherent in the acting profession to invite attention by project-
Ing an alluring image. Above all, Rose has not appeared at any
public function wearing a dress not permitted by Indian law
In a way, the actor's complaint was a declaration of war
against all those who Indulge In sexual innuendos on soclal
media, on behalf of all women who go through similar or-
deals, Abuse and Insults hurled at women are rising as more
women are making their mark in the public domain, A grow-
ing section of the soclety seems disturbed by it, and they use
soclal media—often anonymously—to vent their frustration.
Psychologists say that many of these abusers exhibit an on-
Iine ‘disinhibition syndrome’, a loss of control driven by male
chauvinism and an urge to assert dominance. Women in poll-
ties, too, are singled out for online mob-lynching by opposing
operatives; all political parties are equally culpable in this,
The arrest of a well-known businessman should act as a warn-
Ing to all those who harass women on sockal media, While the
swift action of the state pollce Is indeed welcome, the same
alacrity should be extended to all women who are victims of
similar bullying. Only then will these laws effectively empow-
er sockety to fight back against abusive sexism online.

QUICK TAKE

MIND ‘RAT HOLE' MINERS

HREE workers have died and six others are trapped in a ‘rat
hole' mine in Dima Hasao, the Assam district aln Muog:
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HE recent controversy in par-
liament about a demeaning ref-
erence to B R Ambedkar by the
home minister and the extraor
dinary spectacle of both Con-
gross and BJP MPs holding du-
elling protests outside the
House—brandishing his posters and
screaming “Jai Bhim!™. for the most
recent and most dramatic confirmation
yet that Ambedkar is the one Indian po-
litical figure who has grown in stature
since his death

He is among the most revered of Indians,
his birthday the occasion of a five-night
vigil by his devoted followers, his statues
across the country second only in number
to those of Mahatma Gandhi. Every village
and every junction appears to have one, o
stocky balding figure in a suit and tie,
clutching a book meant to represent the
Constitution. When India's highest civilian
award, the Bharat Ratna, was conferred
upon him posthumously in 1990, the only
criticism was of why it had taken so long.

Today, the Left parties, the right-wing
BJE the centrist Congress and the non-
ideological Anm Andmi Party all expross
their admiration for Ambedkar. The de-
cision of the AAP government in Punjab
to display Ambedkar's portraits in gov-
ernment offices was one more example
of the lconic status he has now attained.
Asthe lnclnl scientist Badri Narayan has

observed, " basaheb Ambedkar were
alive today, be would probably have been
quite amazed to see how political parties
with completely different ideologies are
vying with each other to associate them-
selves with his persona,”

Indeed, Ambedkar's life and work has
been reinvented and reimagined to oc-
cupy alarger in the public imagina-
thon than ever Num)nn attributes
this to Dalits becoming more politically
awnre than in the past and political par-
ties using their proclaimed commitment
o Ambedkar’s vision as their instrument
of outreach to Dalit voters, who account
for some 16.6 percent of the electorate,

The young Dalit writer Yashica Dutt ar
ues that it is precisely because he
them so bluntly with critiques too o
ous for the upper-caste establishment to
absorb, that it was safer to neutralise
Ambedkar by appropristing him. Parties
needed Dalit votes without engaging with
his bold ideas; commandeering his image
without its content was the solution,
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Every political party today pays obelsance to Ambedkar.
It's debatable whether it's to commandeer his Image
for votes, or to genuinely engage with his bold ideas

COMPETITIVE
ADULATION OF
B RAMBEDKAR

wunt against the RSS's emphasis on Hin-
du unity-—the Hindutva movement was
relieved when he chose to convert to Bud-
dhism, an Indic faith, rather than to ls-
lam or Christianity and began speaking
of him with mpm after his :lmlh Two
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Ambedkar is considered very wise not only
because of his erudition and intellectual
acumen, but because his learning and ability are
hdng used for the good of the common |mml4.
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April 2022 Telengana announced that a 125
ft statue of Ambedkar would soon be in-
stalled at NTR Gardens near Hussain Sa-
gar Lake in Hyderabad. Maharashtra, not
1o be outdone, declared that work on a me-
morial in Ambediar's native Mumbai was
progressing; with a budget of ¥1,000 crore
and made of bronze and steel, it will be the
tallest Ambedicar statue in the wordd at 450
foot, standing as high as a S0storey build-
ing and weighing 80 tons.

In May 2022, the government of Andhra
Pradesh went one better and announced
it wished to rename its Konaseema dis-
trict as the B R Ambedkar Konaseema
district. The mrnm«m bmx'd a notifi-
cation bvith
on the proposal from the people residing

e the Sl Ryw Akaderrd wivnng author of 24 ook,
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local Ambedkar Jayanti celebrations each

year: Of late, the BJP has extended its ob-

servance to an entire ‘social justice week'
commencing on Ambedkar’s birthduy

Many public institutions in India are

in his honour, including such di-

verse entities as the Babasaheb Ambed-

there, Itk highly unlikely that
anyone would object. It ks only a matter of
time before another state government de-
cides to take the next step and name an
entire city after Ambedkar

All this would have been greoted with
incredulity in India when Ambedkar
passed away as a politician who had lost
more elections than he had won, and
whose own parties failed to achieve the
national resonance he himself did. It is,
of course, debateable lu what extent all
thisr
to Ambedkar's vision nnd idoals, rather
than mere tokenism for political gain.

Still, historian Sunil Khilnani consid-
ars - “the founding father most
meaningful to ordinary Indians today".
Student bodies like the Ambedkarite Stu-
dents’ Association, which was formed on
the Hyderabad University campus in 1964,
the Birsa-Ambedkar-Phule Students’ As-
sociation at JNU, and the Ambedkar-Per-
iyar Study Circle at [IT Madras have
helped disseminate Ambedkar’s ideas on
campus, fight student union elections and
win new adherents to his vision.

“Life,” Ambedkar once observed,
“should be great rather than long.” Sixty-
five years is not a long lifespan; but of its
greatness, there can be no doubt. In 2012,
Ambedkar was voted the ‘greatest Indj-
an', ahead of Gandhi, Nehru and Sardar
Patel, in a poll conducted by two respect-
ed television channels in which over 20
million votes were cast.

Every political party in India—from the
(murau hu ﬂppmed to the Hindutva war

any

kar International Alrport in Nagpur, the
books on Amhndknr'nwkssduly B R Ambedkar National Institute of
‘s birth Technology, Jalandhar, and Ambed
in 19690, praising him for his efforts to m University in Delhi(with a second one on
form Hindu society and rid it of discrimi-  the anvil with the prop I g of
natory practices and injustices, Jawaharlal Nehru University).

By the time of his 125th birthday, the
BJP was in full celobration mode. Their

owiard
ls a case in point. lnnhuy dismissive of

fate him have
m .p.m with PM Modi n'vqnml‘y nvok-

him for his savage
and his mobilisation of the Dalits—which

in his speeches and BJP
mndnnmnwlcunm by their presence at

Ambedkar statues continue to prolifer-
ate around the country, getting bigger and

as
of Amﬁhnr in statuary proceeds apace.
The Statue of Knowledge, a 700t statue of
his, iled in Latur, in

BUILD ON MOMENTUM
OF AUSSIE TRADE PACT

NDIA and Australia have long
shared a relationship rooted
in history, democratic values
and mutual respect. Both na-
tions, members of the Com-
monwealth, operate under
similar legal frameworks and
parliamentary democracies. But it is
their economic partnership that has re-
cently taken centre-stage, setting the
tone for a dynamic future,

In December, the two countries
marked two successful years of the
Australia-India Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement (ECTA), which
came into force on December 29, 2022
and stunds as a milestone in bilateral
trade relations. As India’s first free
trade agreement with a developed na-
tion in over a decade, it signalled a sig-
nificant step forward. The agreement is
not merely a transactional arrange-
ment; it is an institutional framework
designed to facilitate and nurture trade
ties, covering almost every tariff line
exchanged between the two nations.

While trade figures between India
and Australia saw a dip of 7.17 percent
in 202524, this decline mirrors broader
global trade trends, However, Australia
remains India's 15th-largest trading
partner—a testament to the resilience
of this relationship.

More importantly, the agreement has
brought tangible benefits: over 85 per-
cont of Australian exports to India are
now tariff-free, a figure set to rise to 90
percent by January 2026. Simultane-
ously, 96 percent of Indian exports to
Australia currently enjoy tariff-free
status, with full coverage expected by
the same date,

These tariff reductions translate
into real opportunities. Indian indus-
try sectors like textiles, apparel, agri-
culture, leather, footwear, furniture
and pharmaceuticals are now better

psitioned in the Australian market.

hese are labour-intensive sectors

halaya with numerous coal, limestone and granite quar-
ries, Desplte several deaths reported over the last two decades
and a legal ban a decade ago, tens of thousands of these illegal
mines still operate in the Northeast, A thorough audit of these
operations is needed with the help of local and satellite intel-
ligence. All of India heaved a sigh of relief when some rat-hole
miners rescued 41 construction workers trapped in Uttarkashi
Just over a year ago. We should nab the corrupt mine operators
and use these miners’ skills in legal pursuits.

br with export potential and
are poised to benefit immensely from
reduced trade barriers,

For Australia, ECTA offers a gatoway
to one of the world's largest and
fastost-growing consumer markets,
With a population exceeding 1.4 billion,
India represents unparalieled opportu-
nities for trade diversification and eco-
nomic collaboration.

ECTA also addresses structural and
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technical barriers that historically
limited bilateral trade. A dedicated an-
nexure on pharmaceuticals, for exam-
ple, paves the way for mutual recogni-
tion of pharmaceutical products,
reducing bureaucratic hurdles for In-
dian phurmn companies. Adrli!lunnllv,
Australia's

Secondly, the ECTA includes provi-
sions on mobility that will open oppor-
tunities for Indian students and
Prn[eulonnln_rgrummlnu trade and

o him-—feels obliged to
axpm their admiration for him today. He
has entered the rare pantheon of the un-
challengeable. Ambedkar today is larger
than life, and nearly seven decades after
his death, he keeps on growing
(Views are personal)
(afficeatharoorin)
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Humanities education

Ref: Don’t drop humanithes when we need
them most (Jan 8). As somecne who was 8
teacher educator at Alagappa University for 35
years, | agree that ethics should be inteswoven
s part of the curriculum at all stages of
education. When Anna University introduced
BTech degrees, both the teachers and the first
bateh of students had to suffer, especially
those in the self-financed colleges, because
the teachers were fresh engineering graduates
themselves without much skill i teaching,
They were tensed up and could not manage
the classrooms, They showed thelr anger and
anwiety in the classroom itsell. So, | wrote a
letter to the untversity's first vice:chancellor,
1]

ties.
access for skilled professionals, inves-
tors and bnnlneu visitors from both
nations, fi ing smoother invest-

domestic tax laws to pr«vnm double
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The pact with Australla was
Indla’s first free-trade agreement
with a developed nation in over
adecade. Though bilateral trade
dipped in 2023-24, It reflected
global trends, The opportunities
should bloom in a year, when an
overwhelming majority of items
traded will become tariff-free.

A comgrehensive ecanamic
cooperation pact Is the next step

Q

taxation on offshore income of Indian
IT firms is expected to save these busi-
nesses up to $1 billion—a game-chang-
ing move for the tech industry

The ECTA will benefit India and Aus-
tralin in various ways, Firstly, it will
enhance services trade between the two
nations. The commitments align with
India’s current settings or obligations
under other trade agreements, Austral-
ian service suppliers will gain full or
partial access to over 8 Indian services
sectors and subsectors, with India also
benefiting from enhanced access to the
Australian services market.
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ment processes and providing greater
business certainty.

Australin’s mobility commitments to
India uphold the integrity of its visa
system, aligning with existing visa pol-
icies and previous free trade
agreements, These commitments
cover categories of entrants, duration
of stay, and provisions for spouses
and dependents.

Finally, the ECTA will establish a pro-
fessional services working group to

of 2

tions, licensing and registration proce-
dures through mutual recognition ar
rangements between professional
bodies. Both countries have committed
to encouraging their professional sery-
ices organisations to negotiate agree-
ments on qualifications, licensing, and
registration. This initiative creates a
strong platform for professional col-
laboration, bullding stronger ties be-
tween counterpart organisations,

The India-Australia agreement
represents more than a policy docu-
ment; it is a vision for shared prosper-
ity. With ECTA as the bedrock, India
and Australia are poised to redefine
not just their trade ties, but their
role as economic powerhouses in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The momentum does not stop here.

fora C Eco-
nomic Cooperation Anmnwm (CECA)
are already underway. CECA alms to
build upon ECTA's foundation, with a
broader scope and deeper economic in-
tegration, We look forward to its early
conclusion that will further elevate bi-
lateral economic relations and take it
beyond trade and investment,
(Views are personal)
(chiwcii.in)

to introduce ethics as a
subject for engineering students. | was hapgy
to bearn that the vice-chantellor implemented
the iea and ethics was Introduced soon after
Developing values, a positive attitude and &
desirable demeanour are not skills, but fall

In the affective domain of emotions. Like
Intelligence quotient, emotional itelligence
15 alsa important for success, The slow

and subtie changes in students learning
subjects while being Instructed on emotional
Intelligence shape them into more refined
human beings. If peace is to be established in
persanal and public life, then everyone should
Iearn approprlate humanities subjects. That's
why our ancestors treated peace or shant) as
an important value

P Prema, Thanjavur

Securing data

Ret: Data safety must be batanced with free

fiow of info (Jan 9). It is hopeful to see data

security be taken more seriously, With many

Instances of leaking of private information,

this initiative will prove to be beneficial,
Bengalury

Space future
Ref: Growiag plants in space key for future
missions {Jan 9). Germnating seeds sent by
1510 In space marked a significant milestone.
This achievement is pivatal for india’s future
space endeavours, including developing
life support systems for long:term human
habitation in space.

Panigrahi,

Entrance exams

Ret: UGC's redes for college admission don't
swit all (Jan 9). 1 fully agree with most of
the points the author has mentioned,

The idea of entrance exams for UG/PE
programmes will not be suitable for any
state, a5 many students are from a mofussil
background. While seeking opinsans in pelicy
formation Is welcome, giving a short window
for reaction Is a futile exescise

Sarla Achuthan, Ottapalam
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