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 his third White House visit in six months,

Israehi Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,

an Monday, heaped praise on U.S. President
Donald Trump for his *pursuit of peace and se-
curity... in the Middle East™ and even nominated
him for a Nobel Peace Prize but stopped short of
making any commitment on the most pressing is-
su West Asia today - a ceasefire in Gaza.
While indirect talks between Hamas representa-
tives and Israel continue in Doha, Israel appears
to be readying the forcible relocation of Malesti-
nians to the south of Gaza. Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz says he has instructed the Israeli De-
fence Forces (IDF) to come up with a plan to
relocate the entire population of Gaza, of 2.3 mil-
lion people, to the ruins of Rafah, which the Is-
raelis call a "new humanitarian city”. There were
reports in the Israeli media about the IDF chief,
Eyal Zamir, opposing the plan, saying that "the
hungry and angry” Palestinians "could turn on
the IDF™. The IDF killing dozens of Palestinians,
inchuding children, in Gaza is a daily occurrence;
starving civilians are shot down in aid centres,
Doctors who served in Gaza in the past 20
months have horror stories of babies being
starved o death or bodies of children being
brought to hospitals with sniper wounds in their
heads. Mone of this moves Mr. Netanyahu and his
backers in the West, including Mr. Trump, who
calls himself "a man of peace™,

Mr. Trump had said before the meeting that he
would be "very firm” with Mr, Netanyahu on the
need for a ceasefire, But words alone are not
encugh. Mr. Trump has the leverage to compel Is-
rael to accept a ceasefire in Gaza. He demonstrat-
ed his influence in the final hours of the Iran-Is-
rael war, publicly demanding that Tel Aviv turn
back its fighter jets that had taken off to bomb
Iran. Israel complied, after carrying out only a
symbolic strike, Today's 1srael is dependent on
the LS, as ever before, During the war on Iran, Is-
rael had to rely on America for offensive and de-
fensive support, lsrael needs American weapons
to continue its devastating war in Gaza, And Mr,
Netanyahu, who is facing an armest warrant from
the International Criminal Court for war crimes
and crimes against humanity, needs American
palitical and diplomatic backing to continue his
wars across West Asia with impunity. If the US.
continues to support Israel and refuses to use its
leverage to end the Gaza war, it will be con-
demned by future historians and facefinders asa
country that was complicit in Israel's crimes
against Palestinians. There are no excuses for Is-
rael to prolong this brutal war, which has killed
an estimated 70,000 people in 20 months. The
slaughter must stop, and Israel must be held ac-
countable for its crimes.

Quick fix

Budgetary allowances alone will not

solve India’s R&D problem
T he Union Cabinet recently approved a Tl-

lakh crore Research Development and In-

navation (RDD scheme that aims toincen-
tivise the private sector to invest in basic re-
search, The scheme will primarily consist of a
special purpose fund established within the Anu-
sandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF),
which will act as the custodian of funds. The
fumds will be in the form of lowinterest loans.
The ANRF is conceived as an independent instinu-
tional body, with oversight by the Science Minis-
try, to allocate funds for basic research and to in-
centivise private sector participation in core
research, The involvement of the ANRF here is a
novel move as the newly created organisation is
meant to be the equivalent of a single-window
clearance mechanism for funding research and
development for universities and scademic insti-
tutions. It is also expected to get about 70% of its
budget fram private sources. In sum, through the
RO and the ANRF, the government is looking to
stake the bold claim that it has played its part and
that it ks now up to the private seetor to come for-
ward and reverse the ratio from where the go-
vernment today sceounts for about 7T0% of India's
R&D spend, However, already incipient in the go-
vernment’s tall ambitions are traces of what has
eaused previous such schemes to falter, The first
of these is conservatism.

It turns out that a condition for availing funds
is that only products that have reached a certain
lewel of devel and market ial or,
what are called Technology Readiness Level-4
(TRL-A) projects, would be eligible. There are
nine TRL levels, a hierarchy that was first con-
ceived by the United States' National Aeronautics
and Space Administeation (NASA) in the 1970s,
TRLA represents a basic level of research and
TRL-D a state of advanced readiness. TRL-4 ap-
pears to be an arbitrary decision to support any
promising research that has progressed halfway.
Were there such a magic sauce, venture capital
inlustries, premised on the hickleness of predict-
ing the ‘next big thing”, would not exist, The
seheme also seems to forget that technologically
advanced countries have become what they are
because of their military industrial compleses —
where the spectre of war incentivises the deve-
lopment of technology that is risky and expensive
but, over time, may prove to be of immense civi-
listn value — examples are the Internet or the Glo-
bal Positioning System. India continues to hae-
morrhage scientists to the West due to the ek of
opportunities commensurate with their training.
Finally, it lacks a deeply skilled manufacturing
sector that ean make the products that scentists
conceive of. Budgetary allowances cannot over-
night fist that which requires major surgery.
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What the ‘neutral clean-up’ of Bihar's poll rolls really is

1 recent years, India has l:xpcrll:md a
sl.lbtle yet significant, shift in how
hip and national belonging are

d.chncd and, increasingly, how vr.mm;
rights are determined. This transformation is
mest evident in the ongeing electoral roll revision
by the Election Commission of Indis (ECI) in
Bihar, just months before the State Assembly
elections Later this year. The hurried and opagque
nature of this process risks the wrongful
exclusion of lakhs of eligible voters, posing a
serious threat not only to the integrity of the
electoral systerm but alse to the constitutional
vilues of equality, fraternity and justice.

Anything but a routine update

0n the surface, the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar appears to be a
routine update, But in practice, it is anything but,
Nearly 4.74 crore voters = close to 60% of Bihar's
electorate = are now required to prove their
eligibility through a new set of documents. The
threshodd for inclusion has shifted dramatically.
Under the SIR guidelines, any voter not listed in
the 2000 rolls must now provide documentary
proof of citizenship, This includes birth
certificate, schoolleaving documents, land
deeds, or official citisenship papers, which are
records that are difficult to produce even in urban
centres, ket alone in the rural stretches of Bihar.
Crucially, many of these documents, particularly
birth certificate, are the responsibility of the state
tor issue, However, the state has historically failed
tor dlor st seale, placing the burden on
individuals to obtain and provide them.

What is being presented as a neutral
"cleanup” of electoral rolls carries a serious risk
of disenfranchising millions, The poor, Muslims
and migrant workers, who make up a significant
partion of Bihar's population, with migrants
alone constituting around 20% are likely to be
disproportionately affected. There is a significant
risk that large numbers of migrant workers,
predominantly men, could be removed from
electoral rolls.

This represents a sharp break from previous
practices, where self-declaration was deemed
sufficient for enrolment, a principle supported by
electoral regulations and the Supreme Court of
Inia. The shift suggests a dm:pcrn‘mnru;unmn
of the relationship between the state and its
citizens,

The ECI claims that the revision is aimed at
eliminating duplicate entries, removing deceased
voters and filtering out ineligible electors, while
also including newly eligible ones. Legally, the
ECIis empowered to do this. But the scale, the
tirming and the method of the current exercise are
deeply problematic. It is neither practical to
execute such a massive overhaul within a fow
weeks, nor reasonable to demand documentation
that many voters, particularly from marginalised
communities, simply do not possess, Media
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reports suggest that many such voters do have
widely held government-issued 1Ds such as
Aachaar, vater 1D card, labour cards, and
MGNREGA cards, none of which is being
accepted as sufficient proof of eligibility.

There is a Kafkaesque irony at the heart of this:
the very voter 1D cards issued by the
ECI are now deemed insdequate. By
refusing to recognise its own
identification document, the BCI is

hundred thousand names could decisively
influenice outeomes in tightly contested
constituencies, Already faicing strong
anti-incumbency sentiment and a growing
challemge from the Indian National
Developmental Inelusive Alliance (INDIA) bloe,
the ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDW) stands to gain from
such revisions. With the outcome still
uncertain, voter roll revisions take on

not only disenfranchising citizens but clear paolitical significance.

also eroding its institutional Compounding matters is the
credibility. If its own 1D cards are no lesgistical challenge. The ECI has
longer considered trustworthy for launched this document-heavy
verification, what does that imply SPECIAL INTENSIVE  gyercise during the monsoon season,
about the integrity of the electoral REVISION, BIHAR large parts of Bihar are
process and the legitimacy of past flood-prone. It has imposed a 30-day
elections? deadline = a window in which many migrant

An encroachment

Electoral integrity is not just about removing
duplicates; it is about ensuring that every citizen
has an opportunity to vote, The ECIs mandate is
to facilitate participation, not put up bureaocratic
hurdles. By shifting into the terrain of citizenship
werification, the EC is encroaching upon a
domain that lies with the judiciary and
designated tribunals, There is an apprehension
that Electoral Registration Otficers (EROs) could
be given the authority to refer individuals
suspected of being foreign nationals to citizenship
authorities - a task previously outside the ECI's
remit,

This shift, and the resistance to it, both have
precedent, In the past, the judiciary has
expressed concern over attempts to place the
burden of proving citizenship on individuals,
including those who had already participated in
the electoral process. It has held that prior
inclusion on an electoral roll implies that
werification had already taken place. Again, in
2005, during the Assam roll revision, the Court
stressed that anyone facing deletion from the
rolls must be given notice and an opportunity to
respond, and that questions of citizenship must
be resolved by the appropriate autharity.

The current process in Bihar, with its heavy
documentation demands and compressed
timelines, is beginning to resemble a de facto
National Register of Gitizens (NRC) but without
any legislative basis or judicial oversight. It
imparts the logic of citizenship audits into
electoral administration, turning a democratic
procedure into an exclusionary instrument.

There is a deeper political logic behind the
timing of this voter roll revision exercise. Its
launch is particularly significant in the context of
fercely contested State elections, where every
wote matters. The political motivations are hard to
ignore: estimates suggest that as many as two
crore voters could be removed from the rolls if
the current process continues unchecked. In
States such as Bihar, the deletion of even a few

workers are still away from home. This
confluence of admindstrative rigidity and
ecological \ruh'll:rlhd]l:y hd.sl.rcdmd a pcrlm:t
storm for sement, An i

entrusted with ensuring free and fair elections,
risks becoming a gatekeeper to democratic
participation.

The larger implications

Critics rightly see the revision as a form of
demographic manipulation - a subtler version of
perrymandering by exclusion, The implications
o well beyond Bihar, carrying national
significance,

This new process is part af a broader political
project aimed at weakening pluralism, even as
substantive political participation and
contestation are systematically constrained. It
aligns with majoritarian narratives that cast a
doubit on the loyalty and belonging of certain
communities, particularly Muslims, and seeks to
diminish their political influence by undermining
both their representation and their right to vote.

What is unfolding in Bihar may well serve as a
template for other States. EC1ofhcials have
indicated plans for similar special revisions in
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, If this model is replicated, it may
institutionalise a more document-intensive
approach to voter verification - one that risks
unduoing decades of progress in empowering
historically marginalised communities by otfering
them meaningful opportunities to participate in
the democratic process.

The Bihar voter roll revision is now under
challenge in the Supreme Court for violating
fundamental rights including the right to vote,
equality before law, non-discrimination,, and
dhignity. I it is not struck down, it could strip
lakhs of citizens of their right to vote, distorting
electoral outcomes and eroding faith in
democratic institutions, What is at risk is not just
participation, but the very credibility of free and
fair elections, an inviolablbe part of the
Constitution’s basic structure,

The dark signs of restricted or selective franchise

Documents commonly available with the peaple Amid the chaos that has been triggered by the

@ are now in the second week since
w the sudden Llanch of the ongoing

Special Intensive Revision (STR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar, on June 24, 2025, By now
we all know that this SIR is happening after a gap
of over 20 years. But this is only a half truth, The
SIR now is fundamentally different from all the
earlier SIRs. The ongoing SIR entails a complete
reconstruction of the dlectoral rolls based on the
submission of documents by aspiring and
applicant electors,

Revisiting trauma
Its suddenness and utter lack of transparency
have rekindled memories of the traumatic
experience of demonetisation in 2006, It is no
wonder that the people of Bihar have begun
calling the SIR as \'Lﬂl‘b\m'ldl after the pupular
Hindi term i’ to denote d& o,
But the SIR also has features of the ordeal the
people of Assam experienced during the National
Register of Citizens exercise. An estimated 50
million voters of Bihar are being subject toa
harsh ‘eligibility test’ in order to prove their
citizenship and voting right

The NRC in Assam was, however, not a sudden
campaign, and was under the watch of the
Supreme Court of India. It took six years and two
rounels to cover an applicant population of 33
million, and even now the Assam government is
not ready to accept the NRC that emenged, with
close to two million rejectionsfexclusions. In
Bihar, filled-in enumeration forms and
accompanying enabling documents are to be
collected from all, in just a month's time. And the
manth in question is July when the monsoon is
vigorois, and when large parts of north Bihar are
likely to be flooded and seasonal migration is at
its peak. While the sheer scale and dl{ultwtahu:s
of this sudden operation make it clear that it is
poing to be a logistical nightmare, what makes it
an insurmountable hurdle race for large numbers
of Bihar electors is the list of 1l enabling
documents that the Election Comimission of India
(ECH wants as proof of electoral eligibility.
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What Is about
to unfold in
Bihar is a
fundamental
disruption of
India’s electoral
demoeracy, with
millions of
second grade
and insecure
citlzens

such as the Aadhaar card, voter card, ration card,
job card or even the driving licence are not
aceeptable to the ECL Instead, the documents it
demuands - birth certificate, matriculation
degree, land or house ownership record, caste
certificate, passport - are rarely
available with the common man in
Bihar. How on earth are they going to
prove their eligibility or citizenship?

What makes matters inordinately
mare difficult is the high
out-migration from Bihar, Almaost
every family has a member who is
stusdying or working outside the State.
During the COVIDAD pandemic, the
lockdown in 2020 saw the shocking
spectacle of migrant Biharis trekking back home
over tl ands of kilometres, Now many of these
migrant Biharis are lable to be removed from the
revised rolls on the spurious grounds that they no
longer ‘ordinarily reside’ in Bihar.

The cruel reality that forces millions to seck a
livelihood outside Bihar now renders them
‘outsiders’ for purposes of the electoral roll. Even
a5 the shams buile by migrant Bihari workers are
being bulldozed in Delhi, the electoral rolls being
prepared in Bihar threaten to evict them in their
own State. The spectre of mass
disenfranchisement is now an undeniable reality.
Thc EC1 rl:u:nIJ)' Bave us an electoral mll |n

the adult
the State. UlldHL‘ to explain this statistical scam,
has the ECI now chosen Bihar for a 'h.dannng
act’ where mil lions are lable to be 1 from
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SPECIAL INTENSIVE
REVISION, BIHAR

votebandi’ drive in Bihar, are at least three
warning signals for India's beleaguered
demoeracy.

The onus of proving citizenship is being shifted
from the state to the dtizen, The empowered
elector has become a doubtful voter
amd the onus to chear this doube and
pass the eligibility test Hes on the
suspect and document-deficient voter,
This is akin to a reversal of the
fundamental prineiple of natural
justice that one is innocent tll proven
guilty. This is a huge disaster in the
making.

A disenfranchised category

The ECI tells us that being a citizen is a
constitutional prerequisite for becoming an
eligible elector, and all that the SIR is doing is a
verification of that eligibility. Electors on the
2003 roll are being presumed to be India's
citizens, and, hence, rghtfully eligible voters; all
the others will have to prove it. Even if we accept
that those eliminated from the electoral roll will
still be considered ‘eitizens’, we are now looking
at a permanent category of disenfranchised
citizens. In other words, India will have millions
of second grade and absolutely insecure citizens
who will, heneeforth, be at the mercy of the state
or the majority of empowered first-grade citbens,
The implications are alarming and clear.

Universal adult franchise has been the
cornerstorie of India's Constitution and ehectoral

the electoral roll for no fault of theirs?

A fundamental disruption

Aceording to the ECI's declaration, the Bihar SIR
temiplate will be replicated across the country in
the moniths ahesd. What we are withessing is a
fundamental disruption of the electoral
democtacy that has been practised in India since
the adoption of the Constitittion and enactment
of the Representation of the People Act 1951,

k. In many o , wiist sections of
‘excluded’ and ‘disempowered’ people, on
groiinds of race, ethnicity, class and gender, had
to fight for decades in order to secure equal
electoral rights.

Ii1 India we won it at one go with the
attainment of freedom and the adoption of the
Constitition. Now, in Bihar, with the insistence
of submitting educational certificates and
owiership records, are we now looking at a new
order of restricted or selective franchise?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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The ECI does not have unfettered powers

he Election Commission
of India (ECD ordered a
special intensive
revision (SIR) of the
electoral rolls in Bibar, which will
be facing Assembly elections in
November. Political parties in the
Oppasition have alleged that the
SIR is aimed at disenfranchising
thousands of voters in Bihar by
disqualifying them on the ground
that they are not citizens of India.
The ECI has denied this allegation
and justified the revision, In the
meantime, many petitions have
been fled in the Supreme Cotirt
challenging the ECIs order. While
the controversy centres on the
motive behind this exercise being
conducted just a couple of months
before elections, especially when
electoral rolls were revised in
2024, this articdle focuses on the
legality of this exercise and the
powers of the ECI to undertake it.

Reasons for disqualification
Artiche 326 of the Constitution
declares that elections to the Lok
Sabha and the Assemblies shall be
held on the basis of adult suffrage.
This means every adult person is
entithed to be a voter provided
they are not disqualified on
certain specified grounds. There
are two essential qualifications of
being an elector under this Artiche:
the person should be citizen of
India and should be aged not less
than 18, The Representation of the
People Act (RPA), 1950, lays down
disqualifications for registration as
an elector. These are namely
unsoundness of mind as declared
by a competent court, and
disqualification from voting as
provided in Section 1A of the 1951
RPA. Conditions for registration as
a voter are laid down in Section 19
af the RPA: the person should not
e less than 18 years of age and
they should be ordinarily resident
in a constituency. The term
‘ordinarily resident” is explained in
Section 20, which says a person
shall not be deemed to be
ardinarily resident merely because
they own or possess a dwelling
house in that constituency. Also, a
person does not cease to be
ordinarily resident if they absent
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The Special
Intensive
Revision in
Bihar does not
conform with
the provisions
of the
Representation
of the People
Act

themselves temporarily from their
ordinary place of residence.

The ECI enjoys enormous
powers in respect of the
preparation of electoral rolls and
the conduct of elections to
Parliament, the State Legislatures,
and to the offices of the President
and Vice President. Article 324 of
the Comstitution, which empowers

special revision for a constituency
ar part of a constituency with the
ECT recording reasons for doing
=0, All revisions except (4) are
domne with reference to a
qualifying date, which, under
Section 14, is the first day of
January. The only exception is (4):
no qualifying date is mentioned
because it can be done any time,

Grand ambitions, troubling questions

The Polavaram Banakacherla Link Project carries several risks

STATE OF PLAY

GV, Subba Rao

he Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment's 81,900
crore Polavaram Bana-
kacherla Link Project, which
aims to transfer surplus water
from the Godavari river to Ba-
nakacherla in the drought-
prone Rayalaseema region, is
in limbo. This is a contentious
project as Telangana argues
that it violates the provisions
of the Andhra Pradesh State
sation Act, 2004,

the ECI to undertake The ECI order of

these tasks, is :ﬂ\(’&q Juine 24 mentions the

characterised by the qualifying date as

Supreme Court as a 010772025 and is a

“reservoir of power”. direction under Section

Since the conduct of 2023(b) of the RPA. 1t

free and fair elections can be assumed that

is an essential feature the revision being done

of the basic structure of s:g&gq‘b‘p’:;’;“&’:‘ in Bihar is under the

the Comstitition, the same Section, But

ECI newds to be vested under this provisi

with all the necessary powers to the qualifying date should be

complete its task, 01012025, The revision then
Nevertheless, it is inconceivable | should have been done from

that the Constitution should January 1, 2025, The qualifying

confer an any authority unfettered | date mentioned in the ECIorder

powers, The Supreme Court has
made it dlear that the BCI can
exercise all powers in its discretion
in areas which are not covered by
any statute but shall act in
accordance with the law wherever
it exists, In Mohinder Singh Gill v
Chief Election Commissioner (1978),
the Court stated the kaw as follows:
“Firstly when Parliament or any
State Legislature has made valid
lawr relating to or in connection
with elections, the Commission
shall act in conformity with, not in
vinlation of, such provisions but
where such law is silent, Article
324 is a reservoir of power to act
for the avowed purpose of pushing
forward a froe and fair election
with expedition.”

The qualifying date

Let us look at the relevant
provisions of the the RPA to get a
perspective on the powers of the
ECI in regard to revision of the
electoral rolls. Section 21 of the
1950 RPA deals with the
preparation and revision of
electoral rolls. It speaks of four
stages of revisions: (1) before
elections to the Lok Sabha or
Assermibly; (2) before each
by-election; (2) on the direction of
the ECLin any year; and (4) a

has mo sanction under the Law,
Similarly, the term 'special
intensive revision” is not found in
the law. The only case where a
special revision can be ordered by
the EC1 at any time is in relation to
A comstituency or a part of it and
not in relation to an entire State.

Thus, it is reasonable to
conclude that the SIR in Bihar is
not in conformity with the
provisions of the RPA, The ECI has
cliimed in its order that it has
power under Section 21 to
undertake the exercise. True, but
that power is limited to a
constituency or part of it under
Section 213) of the Act.

While enjoyving enormous
powers under Article 324, the ECI
is responsible to the rule of law
and should be amenable to the
norms of natral justice as per the
Supreme Court. Electoral
registration officers cannot
summarily reject applications on
the ground that foolproof
documents are not being
furnished to prove citizenship.
Rule 8 of the Registration of
Electors Rules clearly state that
information shall be furnished "to
the best of ability” of the citizens.
The ECI cannot ignore this
statutory stipulation.

Last week, the expert ap-
praisal committee  denied
clearance for the terms of refe-
rence required o conduct the
environmental impact assess-
ment  and  environmental
management plan for the pro-
ject. The committee argued
that the Godavari Water Dis-
putes Tribunal award must
first be examined and that the
Central Water Commission
(CWE) shoubd be consulted be-
fore any environmental ap-
provals are granted. The go-
vernment  has  not  yet
commented on this decision,
A political dialogue between

stressed State. Officials point
out that the scheme will even-
tually generate around 430
MW, this is barely a fraction of
what is needed to rum it.

The environment footprint
of the project is alarming. The
19.5-kilometre-long main tun-
nel will cut through the eco-
logically sensitive Nallamala
forest and tiger reserve. A to-
tal of 17,739 acres of forest
land is proposed for use,

1t is also unclear why the
State is opting for an energy-
intensive solution when gravi-
ty-fed alternatives exist. The
Krishna river, particularly the
Srisaillam reservoir, offers a
natural gradient that could ir-
rigate Rayalaseema with sig-
nificantly less financial and
environmental cost. Gravity-
based projects such as Galeru-
MNagari, conceived
ago for this very purpose, re-

managed, the project hinges

Andhra
Pradesh
Without

rence.

ng is uncertain.

sistance, especially

on sharing surplus
5.

Telangana  has

AP

rances from river
ment boards, AR,
argues that this is

decades
vears of litigation,

on the assumption that excess
floodwaters from the Godava-
ri are flowing wastefully into
the sea. But this is unverified.
And as noted earlier, the com-
mittee has already denied per-

mission for the terms of refe-

clearance

from the CWC, Central fund-

Telangana’s Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Project sets a
cattionary  precedent.  The
CWE refused to approve an
add-on component after de-
termining that water availabil-
ity projections were exagger-
ated. The AP, government’s
proposal may face similar re-

in the ab-

sence of a formal agreement

Godavari
already

raised objections under the
Reorganisation Act, 2014,
which mandates that all new
projects on the Krishna and
Godavari rivers receive clea-

[LEHETEE
however,
an intra-

State project using Hoodwater
headed for the sea. It is a legal
grey zone that could lead w

the Chief Ministers of AP and | main unfinished. In recent years, AL has of-
Telangana may be necessary The project is being proe | ten found its interests side
to mewe the project forward. posed under the hybrid annui- | lined. The Centre supported

While the bold project
seems to be a solution to Raya-
laseema’s acute water scarci-
ty, a troubling question lies be-
hind the grand ambition. 1s
the State mortgaging its future
for a praject that may never be
econamically viable or ecalog-
ically sound?

On paper, the project is an
engineering marvel. However,
its scale demands scruting,
particularly when weighed
against its energy costs, envi-
rommental footprint, and legal
uncertainties, The project will
require an estimated 3,377
MW of power. This is a stag-
pering demand for a fiscally

ty model, which combines
Central grants, State equity,
loans, and private investment,
A special-purpose vehicle, Ja-
laharathi  Corporation,
been set up to execute it. The
funding  model
0950  crore  in
6,380 crore in Central
grants, T8190 crore in State
equity, and 16,380 crore
through private investment.

Unnisually, the responsibili-
ty for obtaining critical clea-
ranees from various ministri
and from the CWEC is being
placed on contractors.

Even if the finances and
power needs are somehow

Karnataka's
project just before

has

envisions
leans,

political

Upper

Bhadra
clections,

In Telangana, it adjusted the
terms of reference on Krishna
water allocation just before
clections, As the TDP is back
in the NDA fold, speculation is
rifee that the Godavari-Banaka-
cherla project could become a
hargaining
Rayalaseema's longterm wa:
ter security should not be re-
duced to Delhi's shortterm
arithmetic. At the same time,

chip.

ological realities,

in
must happen through projects
that are sustainable, legally
defensible, and based on hydr-

DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ast Saturday, Animesh Ku-

jur became India's fastest

man by breaking the na-
tional record in the men's 100
metres, He clocked 10,08 seconds
in Greeoe, becoming the first In-
dian to run the 100 m event under
10.2 seconds,

Chart 1 shows the best 100 m
runs of all Indians equal to or be-
low 10.55 seconds. Notably, two of
India's fastest 100 m runs have
come in quick succession in 2005,
In March, Gurindervir Singh set a
record of 10,2 seconds; he is now
the secomd fastest. On a parallel
lane, Manikanta Hoblidhar ran the
100 m race in 10,22 seconds; he is
now the third fastest Indian.

Since 1968, 1,027 athletes from
around 90 countries have run the
100m faster than Kujur (Chart 2).
Kujur's effort is stll a significant
0.6 seconds slower than Usain
Balt's workd record of 958 se-
conds, setin 2008, which remains
unbeaten (Chart 3). Bolt also
holds the record for the second-
fastest 100 m (9,63 seconds).

Chart 4 shows the progression
of the 100 m world and Indian re-
cords over time. Kujur's national
record is 0.02 seconds faster than
the legendary sprinter  Jesse
Owens” best of 10.2 seconds, set in
1836, The current Indian national
record is comparable to world re-
cords set in the 1930s to 19505,

On  Saturday, Kujur  broke
Singh's record of 10,20 seconds,
set earlier this year. Singh had sur
passed Hoblidhar's 2023 mark of
1023 seconds, who in turn had
broken Amiya Mallick's 10.26 se-
conds from 2016, Mallick had bet
tered  Abdul Najeeb  Qureshi's
10,30 seconds, set in 2010, which
had equalled Anil Kumar's record
from 2008, In essence, over the
past 20 years, Indian sprinters
have improved their 100 m time by
0,12 seconds.

M
K

How fast is India’s fastest man?

Since 1968, L027 athletes from around 90 countries have run the 100 m faster than Animesh Kujur

Need for speed

The data for tha charts are sourced from Worldathletics.org. In the charts, records which are yut to be
ratifiad by the Athletics Fadaration of India ware not considered

Chart 1: The best 100 metre runs af Indians, equal to or below 10,55 seconds. Chart 2: The best 100 matre runs, equal to or below 10,18 seconds, Each dot
Only evants recorded in Worldathaletics.org and ratified are presented represents ane athlete and his best run equal to or better than Kujur's national record
1038 Animesh Kujur 9.55 Ussin Balt
- 10,18 sec 9.58 sar
Gurindervie Singh 58
Manikanta Heblidhar
10.25
918
L Snce 1968, 3,027 athieles
B from around 90 countries
1035 { 8 845§ have unthe 100 m faser.
than Kujur
X
9.95 ®
1045
10,8
1oss 1015 Abbath Kiir
10,18 s —8
000 2005 a1y 015 020 025 1968 1978 1998 008 e 0
Chart 31 All the 100 metre runs, equal to or below 10,18 seconds, This chart Chart &1 Progression of the 100 metre world and Indian records over time
intludes an athiete's multiple runs if it was equal to or better than Kujur's record
8.55 Usain Bakt
S —i 96 Sehsec LT
Kujur's affort is still a x )
sigrificant 0.6 seconds .
9.68 slower than Usain Bolt's & i
world record of 9,58 seconds, -
set n 2009 B S 8.8
975 5 . ! % imesh Kujur
g = o E 10,18 sec
All of Bolt's runsare L— . - I - 10
f highlighted
085 & 0 s Abdul Manikants
8 - Najeeb Halbslldhar
10.2 102 Sireb!
a0 k LX) . .
L
- [
Amiys
10,08 104 .e 104 anll Mallhck
Kusmar
Singh
n
1015 0E{ee 106
1968 1978 1968 1738 1912 1959 2009 2005 016 W25
» . i

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 9, 1975

WHO panels clears ‘genetic

engineering’

Geneva, July 7: The dangers of genetic

engineering, altering the structural foundation
of life, can be contralled, an international panel
of top scientists has told the World Health
Organization. The panel, meeting here privately

at the end of kst month, has made

recommendations for action which, a WHO
official said, would "give the amber light” to
research on artificial recombination of genes.
This is a field which has caused disquiet among
many scientists because of the prospect of
“prgineering” human beings by changing genes,
"The field has tremendous implications in

cancer research, for example,” a WHO

spokesman said yesterday. “But last year it was
discovered that it could have unexpected and

fatal results.” The details of the

recommendations by the WHO's Advisory
Committee on medical research are being kept
secret until July 24, The committee heard a
report from Dr. E5. Anderson, of the London
Central Public Health Laboratory on his work,

the WHO spak said, A WHO

Last

weeek said only that the committee “discussed at
sumc_ll:m;th the safety problems im:uhmd in the

e handling of p

organisms” It added, "Special attention was
given to the developments which are likely o
steem from the new techniques which have
recently become availabile.” The statement
added: “This powerful methodology amounts o
performing artificial recombination between
wenes of different onganisms. It was recognised
by the committee that extremely impartant
advances in medical science could be expected
from the application of these technigues to the
solution of s wide variety of problems in the
prevention and therapy of human and animal

diseases”

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO JULY 9, 1925

Russo-Polish relation

Warsaw, July & Farther incidents on the
Polish-Russian Frontier are reported. 20 Russian
soldiers who crossed the frontier were fired on
by the Polish Frontier Guards, who drove back
the Russians, of whom one was mortally

wounded,
The Palitical Police have recently

rested 200

Soviet emissaries on the Eastern border.

+
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of lives lost in

Number of Indian

Gaza by Israeli strikes

students who got the

THE=&m=HINDU

People missing after
the Nepal-China

on Tuesday

The war, which began in
29 2023, has killed at least

57,523 Gazans, the health
rministry said. Gaza's civil defence said that
29 pepple were killed by an lsraeli attack
on July 8. Mine of them were killed during
adrone strike at a displaced persons camp
outside of Khan Yunls. e

Erasmus+ scholarship

border bridge collapse

The Erasmus+ programme,
l 0] started im 1967, is part of

the EU academic exchange
imitiative, and pays for wition, and living
costs. India is the leading global recipient,
& testament to robust EU-India relations.
Students will pursue various fields of study
in more than 19 EU nations. s

At beast 18 people, including six
ls Chinese nationals, have gone

missing, after the Nepal-China
barder bridge was washed away in Nepal.
The Bhatekoshi River in Nepal had flooded
after continueus monsoon rainfall in China.
Eleven people, including two police
personnel, were rescued. en

People who embarked

Worth of assets

on a three-day peace

restored by ED to

Theusands

march in Bosnia
embarked on

7,000

peace march through Bosnia in mermory of
the victims of the 1995 Srebrenica
massacre, Europe's only acknowbedged
genocide since World War 1L The march
consisted of Bosniak ethnic groups. s

Karnataka Wagf Board

in 7 crore. The
3 82 Enforcement

Directorate [ED) said it
has restored assets o the Kamataka State
waqf Board follawing & money laundering
investigation into a case of alleged fraud
‘against the bady. =n

COMFILED BY THE HINDL DATA TEAM

What will be effect of rising military spending?

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com,the_hindu

Why have NATO nations decided o increase their defence expenditure? During which period was global military spending the most? Will increased
remilitarisation have an effiect on domestic health spending? Why has the United Nations decided to cut down on its budget?

EXPLAINER

Nissim Mannathukkaren

The story so far:
he North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) summit in
June pledged to increase
military spending to 5% of the
member nations’ GDP {specifically "core
defence requirements as well as defence
and security-related spending by 2035™).
The previous spending target was 2%
Such a move is symptomatic of the sharp
increase in global military spending in the
Last few yours,

What has been the historical
trajectory of military expenditures?
According to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPR), which
produces the most comprehensive
database on military spending, global
military spending was $2,718 billion in
2024, The year saw a1 9.4% increase,
which was the highest year-on-year
increase since 1988, with the
Russia-Ukraine war and the Israel-Gaza
conflict contributing toit. In 2025, the
world saw two big additional conflicts,
between India and Pakistan, and Israel
and Iran. This, combined with the NATO
pledge, will see further increases in global
military spending in the coming vears.

Historically, the Cold War period saw
the highest amounts of global military
spending. It was 6.1% of the world’s GDI
in 1960, In the last year of the Cold War, it
was at 3%. It reached its lowest levels in
1998 at 2.1% (a total expenditure of
around $1,100 billion). In 2024, it reached
2.5% (from 2.3% in 2015).

Who are the biggest military
spenders?

The United States is the biggest military
spender in the world with 3997 billion,
followed by China at §314 billion, Russia at
5149 billbon, Germany at $83.5 billion and
India at $86.1 billion - these nations are
the top five military spenders. Almost
80% of the total worldwide military
spending is spent by the top 15 military
spenders. All of the NATO members (32)
combined spent $1,506 billion, which
mabkes it around 55% of global military
spending. Thus, there is a concentration
of spending in a few countries.

In terms of GDP percentage, among the
top 20 spenders (excluding countries at
war such as Russia, Ukraine and Israel,
the highest spenders include Saudi Arabia
(7.3%), Poland (4.2%) and the ULS. (3.4%).
The rest fall in the range of 2.6% to 1.3%.

What about the expenditure on other
public goods?

The present wave of remilitarisation
threatens to eliminate the gains made
from declining military expenditures after
the end of the Cold War,

According to the Global Peace Index, in
2023, militarisation increased in 108
countries and the year saw the highest
number of conflicts since World War 11 Of
course, military spending, driven by the
military-industrial complex, can benefit
certain sectors of the economy. Yet, as
studies show (for example, by Masako
Ikegami and Zijian Wang, based on 116
countries), there is a significant
crowding-out effect that increased
military spending has on domestic
government health spending, the effects
of which are borme more by middle- and
lowrincome countries. But even
high-income countries are not immume.
Spain, which spends only 1.24% of GDP
on defence, asserted its sovereignty and
opted out of the new NATO target citing

»

that it is “unreasonable” and that the
extra burden of 300 billion euros will cut
welfare spending. It should be noted that
nine NATO members failed to meet even
the 2% target by 2024 despite it being
proposed first in 2002,

What about the UN?

The present military spending of $2.7
trillion and its scale can be understood
only by placing it in the context of other
critical global expenditures. The latest
budget of the United Nations is only $44
billion - with which it should fund
development, humanitarian aid, and
peacekeeping operations. But the UN, in
six months, has only received 86 billion,
and as a result, is seeking to reduce the
budget to §29 hillion. In the 12-day
Israel-Tram war, the 1.5, is estimated to
have spent nearly $1 billion on missile
interceptors alone.

The U.S., under President Donald
Trump, seeking to cut foreign aid is the
major canse of the UN funding crisis.
While Mr. Trump wants to be known as a
peace-making President, he has pushed
MNATO to adopt the 5% military spending
target and has dosed down the U5,
Agency for International Development
(USAID), which provided anmual
assistance to the tune of $50-60 billion
worldwide in the few years until the
Russian-Ukraine war. A Lancet study
found that USAID assistance in
healthcare, nutrition, etc., prevented 91
million deaths in low- and middle-income
countries in the past two decades, and
that Mr. Trump's decision could
potentially cause a staggering 14 million

Increasing the cost: Polios experts wark at the site of the R

£

additional deaths by 2030, a third of them
being children. It demonstrates that
peace is not just the absence of war, but
also the material conditions for the
healthy sustenance of life.

Additionally, increased defence
spending is upending the progress of
achieving the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), [t is estimated
that ending extreme poverty and absolute
monetary poverty globally by 2030 would
need §70 billion and §325 billion
respectively per year. It constitutes only
OL1% and 0.6% of the gross national
income of high-income countries. The UN
estimates that in 2021, around 4.5 billion
people did not have full coverage of
essential health services, and, that even
spending just $1 per person yearly on
preventing non-communicable diseases
could save nearly seven million lives by

Increased military spending has
deleterious effects on another SDG as well
— combating climate change.

According to a study by the Conflict
and Environment Observatory, if NATO's
defence spending reached 3.5% of GDP,
greenhouse gas emissions would increase
200 million tonnes annually. When the
world is seeing unprecedented
heatwaves, and with 2024 being the
hottest year on record, increased military
spending will only divert scarce resources
from climate mitigation, and other
pressing public goods.

How is India affected by increased
military spending?
Close to home, after Operation Sindoor,

ussian drone strike, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in Kharkiv, Ukraine on July 7. ssuTess

50,0040 crore was additionally
sanctioned (o supplement the annual
budget of 16,81 lakh crore) for emergency
defence purchases to replenish used
WEAPONTY.

To put it in perspective, funds allocated
Iy the centre for Ayushman Bharat health
insurance which covers 58 crore people
was ¥7,200 crore for 2023-24. India
spends 2.3% of GDP on the military
whereas the public expenditure on
health, despite increasing in recent years,
is very low. It is L84% of the GDP, less
than the 2.5% target of the National
Health Policy, and much less than the 10%
mark of most developed countries. In the
light of heightened tensions and public
sentiment being in favour of
militarisation, spending on other public
goods might suffer. Military conflicts and
spending can be ruinous for middle- and
low-income countries. Lebanon spent
Z9% of its GDP, and Ukraine 34%, on
military spending last year.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte
stated that “We must spend more, to
prevent war.” The present proposed
increase is, according to NATO, mainly to
counter Russia. Scholars note of the huge
disparity between Russia and NATO:
Russia’s economy is 25 times smaller and
military spending, 10 times lesser. This
shows how fear-mongering can be used
by beadership to militarise society further.

If the NATO pledge does indeed
become a reality, the consequences for
human well-being will be encrmous.

Nissim Mannathuldkaren is a professor
with Dalhousie University, Canacda, and he
is on X @nmannathukkaren.
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According to the Stockhalm
International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI}, which
produces the most
camprehensive database on
military spending, global
rmilitary spending was §2,718
billior: in 2024
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The latest budgget of the United
Matians is only $44 billion—
with which it should fund
develogment, humanitarian
ald, and peacekeeping
operations. But the UN, insix
it hs, has anly receved 56
billion, and as a result, is.
seeking to reduce the budget
o 529 billion.

-
The LS., under President
Daonald Trump, sesking to cut

foreign aid ts the major cause
af the UN funding crisis.
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Fostering innovation from business
models to DeepTech

Without a culture of ¢

primentation and I

sterm thinki

no amount of fundi

can build DeepTech, For R&D culture to fourish, founders need

to dirty their hands in rechnicality, Great DeepTech companies are built by founders with hands-on technical expertise

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

K, Subrahmanian
S Upendran

“5, tell me, what's the difference
between ‘look at’ and 'watch'?"

“When you “look at* something, you
iy attention, you concentrite.”

“IF Ty, Dlooked at the painting, it
would mean 1 paid particular attention to
the details. Is that what you're saying?™

"Yes, that's right. The word *wateh’ has
more or less the same meaning as look
ar.”

*.obut yous sald they were different!”

“Leet o Ffimbsh what 1'm saying, will
youa? Unililee look at” the word *wateh’'
carrles with it the sense that something is
taiking place or bs about to take place.”

“You mean i 1'm watching something,
there's something happening?”

“That's right. There's something
happening or there is something about 1o
happen. The word is usually used with
things that move or change, For
examplhe...”

.. I watched the painting.”

.. e, not thiat. You cannot wateh a

Bhupendrs Bhite Material seience. Why is China ahiead in WNVIDIA, and Microsoft, Their founders promote RED, but many of thee qualifying painting because nothing ever happens to
hattery tech? Because compandes like BYD | were engineers, budlders, and coders. criterta are irrational, For example, why it It doesn't move, or change. 1t remaing
ew months back, the Minkster invested early in core chemistry and Larry Page and Sergey Brin wrote the restrict funding to startups only inside stationary. You can only look at a
for Commerce and Industry engineering, and not just assembly, algorithm that became Google while Bill Incubuators? Shouldn't we evaluate based painting. But you can watch a painter at
Phyush Goyal sparked a debate DeepTech isn't about repaclkaging Crattes wrote softwire as a teenager. o the technical depth of the founders, work."
by drawdng compurisons existing eompanents. It's about bold and To ereate such companies from thie RED readmap, and its potential "1 s, | ean wateh a bied, 1 man, 4
bietween Indian startups and thelr original work, [1's about butlding from serateh, we peed founders with deep fimpact? child, but not a painting... Hey, but wali a
Chinese counterparts. While his serateh, fafling repeatedly, and pushing chomain knowledge and an urge to solve DeepTech startups often need access o minute! I've heard people in movies say,
stirred some di within | the boundaries of what is possible, complex problems, and not just manage Fabrication Libs, pilot fucilithes, and west “Watch that house!', The house Bn't going
the startup ecosysterm, they akso mised a [TUTHES and certification centres, all of which are o mavee, ar change, so why do they use
crucial point = India must now shift its Building DeepTech Moreover, to promote technical depth, | costly infrastructure the startups the word "wateh' in this case?™”
e From surface-level innovation to Unlerstanding DeepTech is like peeling our education system needs to change lts thiemselves ean't buikd, Micro, Small and "Beenuse something ks happening or i
DeepTech. an onbon with each layer revealing new Foeus from toods to fundamentals. The Medium Enterprises often lnck precision, about to happen in that house. Maybe a +
dependencies and challenges. There are Journey towards DeepTech starts in the and large corporations demand volumes wanted man is going to walk out of it or
The journey so far five core pillars which must align - a classroom, But how many Lndhun t.ulltm thst early-stage ventures can’t deliver, something.”
1fwe look at our startup ecosystem product mindset; R&D culture; technical teach Al or roboties from first prin| st create shared "1 seee, But what about games? You
Journey so far, it has Bourished largely on | depth; the educational ecosystem; and the mathematical derivation of Al or elose hu.lll:k-l and affordable, high-gquality wateh games, don't you?”
the back of business medel innovation, supportive government policies, loop eontrol systems fundamentals? spaces for lowvalume, high-preeision “Thist's rght. You wateh foothall, you
From food delivery apps and e-commerce Product mindset s a blg missing link. Beyond a few ITs, most focus on prototyping and testing. This is the only wateh ericket and hockey, You do not sy
o fintech and gig economy platforms, Let's start with a simple question. Which |-based trakning, not al wary to bridge the gap between idea and “Hook at football games'”
startups have ereated new value by globally recognised prod.u:l. ACTOss understanding. As a result, our engineers | viable product, 1 don't wateh football all that much,
reimagining how services are delivered. sectors = consumer, industrial, medical, often become tool users, not wol Bt 1 do watch a lot of tennis,”
‘While this has driven revenue and tebecom, mability ete = hive been Creators, The road ahead “And where do yeu wateh all your
encouraged entreprencurship, i's time to | conceheed and budlt in India? Even in W can emulate the lkes of MIT and Inclia's aspiation to lead in DeepTech s games? You watch it on TV, You either
alm higher. As Mr. Goyal emphasised, the | software, our supposed strength, we Stanford, where students master core both tmely and necessary. But to realise “see’ of ‘watch’ programmes on TV, You
next frontier Is DeepTech - technology haven't produced tools like TensorFlow, theory before pieking up tools. this wision, we must orchestrate o donot ook at’ programimes on TV
grounded in a.h-nlllk. discovery, Android, QNX, or SAP, While Indian Ml cisel plinary collaboration is another | coordi d shift across the entire "1 see. Yesterday, | watched Sujatha
1 , and tabent leacs some of the workd’s top rust. Most innovations especially in 2 play tennis.”
reseatch, cormpantes, the DNA of product creation health mability, or lom lhe ot Foumders mist deepen technleal "5 she any good?”
But what Is DeepTech? One will get remabns wenk ot home, China began by the ntersection of fields. Our college expertse and adopt a true product plus “Newt bad, actually. She caught me
different answers depending an who you reverse engineering global products, projects should involve mult-disciplinary | R&D mindset, Edueational institutlons Jooking at her,"
ask, Ask around in VC circles or among steadily moving up the value chain, and student participation. We must move t prioritise fundamentals and "Dl she smile at your”
founders, and the usual buzwords eventually creating new products with toward academbn-industry collaboration, Interdisciplinary learning, and the "Why should she smile at me? [ didn't
emerge — Al robotics, Internet of Things original R&D. internships, and real wovernirment must offer smarter, brosder, do amything stupdd.”
(1), dremes ete. While these are :‘rmducl mindset and R&D go hand In | problem-solving. In the US,, the Defense anel more agile sup port. "People don't smile at you when you
important, DeepTech §s far broader, hand. Advanced Research Projects Agency has Only throwgh this kind of systemic do something stupld. They laugh at you
Material science, power electronics, Without a culture of experimentation funded challenges that have fostered transformation can we build world-class when you do something stupld.”
advanced manufacturing, and molecular and longterm thinking, no amount of nmovation in robotics, leading o DewpTech products which are driven by “Don't “smible at’ and “lwgh at' mean
drug research are the fields which funding can build DeepTech. For R&D breakthroughs like Intuitive Surgical's Da science, born in India, and buil for the the samse thing?”
underpin eritieal advanees in everything culture to flourish, founders need to dirty | Ving robot, wiotled, "Nos, they don't, When people ‘laigh
fromm energy systems and robotles to thelr hands in technieality. Great Andd finally, smarter government Bhuipendra Bhate s CEO and eo-foinder at” you they are making fun of you. For
next-generation healtheare and Al DeepTech compantes are built by upport will Ilqu: e a eatalyst. India of Satntiant Technodogles Py Lid, a example, at the creus when a elown slips
hardware, For example, what makes founders with hands-on technical hus institutions like the National Research | company specialising in advanced medical and trips, everyone lagghs at him."
drones both Hghtweight and durable? expertise, Think of Google, Tesl, Development Corporation (NEDC) dirvices powered by AL “Our physics teacher lighs ot us
whenever we make a mistike.”
"It's pot pelite to laugh at other
/-‘_ peophe's mistakes."
“Tell that to my teacher, Anyway, what
THE DAILY QUIZ Ploase send in your answens o does ‘smile at" mean?”
daityguizgthehindu.cedn “When you "smile at’ someone, it just
shows you are being friendly.”
s - ] . "\\:umnut malking fun of the other
A quiz on the films directed by Guru Dutt on the occasion of the filmmaker’s centenary persont” B
"Most definitely not!"
Published in The Hindu on March 1, 1997,
V.V, Ramanan Y Questions and Answers to the pravious day’s
QUESTION & dally quiz: L. The first player to achiewe a triple
. Which papular star Is sald to century. Ans: England's Andy Sandham
QuEsTION 1 Rave rejectad a rale In the 2, Apart from Bradman and Selwag, these batters
Dutt’s directorial debut was the | romantic comedy Mr. & Mrs, 55 have scored two triple tons n Tests. Ama: Brisn Lars WO rd Of the d a
1951 Baaz, & crime thilller due to her hictle schedule, later (W1} and Chris Gayle, both from Wast Indies y
which was produced by Dy larmenting it as ber “warst 3. The twa Aslan stars wha were helming thelr team Sodden:
Anand's Navketan Fllms. Which | declslon ever'? whili getting o triple hundred. Ans: Srl Lanka's  througly and throush: ty et
Tamous Indlsn dnamatie Malela Jayawardens and Pakistan's Younls Khan wet through snd theu ghi thoroushly
lugend wrote the screenplay? QUESTION 5 A, Tha teams that played in the first two England-india Synonym: sappy
. Dutt's not-so-successhil Saioab, Tests had these batters wha scored & 300+ for thelr
QUESTION 2 made In 1956, was produced by team. Ans: Harry Brook and Karun Nalr Usage: He wrung out s sodden shirt
Wihich flick made In 1953, his birathir-In-law who also gave 5, The connection between Headingley in Leeds and -
which had Guru Dutt debutas | the music for the film, Name hirn. Antigun Recrantion Ground In St John's. Ans: Thay Pronunciation: newsthivefiogdanseo
an actor under his own N are the two cricket grounds that has seen three International Phonetic
direction, ls o period phece 500 | QUESTIONS triple hundreds Alphabet: fso.don/
I the 16th century depicting In Pyaasa, whe wite suppased 6, The comman link ameng the triple tons scored by
an uprising ogainst the to play the rales that Mals Sinha Graham Gaach, Sanath Jayasuriya, Michael Clarke and
Partuguede! and Waheeds Feliman evintually Brenden McCullum, Ans: They all came against
k enacted 1 Indla
QUESTION 3 [ Wisual: The speciality abaut this triple hundred, Ans: it For feedback and suggestions for
InAar Paar made In 1959, what | QUESTIONT . I thve fastest triple hundred, blasted off just 278 Text & Contest, please write to
14 Gura Dutt’s profession and Name the O Inner wha Visusl ballsl letters@thehindu.co.ln
wivich sibling of his. asslstacl dosigned thi costumes for Hame this Dadasaheb Phalke awardee and what |s his connection 1o Early Birds: Subdey Shet| Sumana Duttal Tito with the subject “Text & Cantext’
e I th dlirection? Hasogar Ko Phoal. Dutt's career a8 o director, FILE PHOTD Shiladitya) Arun Burmar Singh| Sunil Madhavan
.y ] ] [ ] ] | B ] B ] [ L
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Gene-edited faponice ce fared better dise o higher seed and pankcle numbers, SPECIAL ARRAMGEMENT

NIPGR'’s gene-edited rice has better
phosphate uptake, more yield

Phosphorus is an essential mineral for plant growth and development, In case of limited phosphorus availability, crop productivity drops drastically.
Even when phosphae fertilizers are used. only about 15-20% are taken up by plants, while the balance gets leached out or lost through runoff

(-r_mlml: Research (NIPGR) have
used CRISPR-Casd gene editing

technology to increase phosphate uptake
and transport in japonica rice varieties,
The ng rice lines had higher seed
and panicle numbers, and thus higher
yield without compromising seed quality,
The studies were carried out in a
greenhouse,

Phosphorus is an essential mineral for
nt growth and development. When its

tilizers are used, only about 15-20% are

taken up by plants; the rest is leached out
st in surface runoff.
gene-edited rice lines, a
recommended amount of phosphate
fertilizer increased yield by 200,
However, when only 10% of the
recommended dose was used, the vield
increased by -10'!(. over the control group,
el the

corresponding author of a paper,
published in Plant Biotechnology Journal,

"The purpose was to just demonstrate
that even under extreme conditions of
wsing only 109 of the recommencded

s, the gene-edived i
increased phosphate uptake, resulting in
'I[J'\‘. higher yield compared with the
wp, wlun_ lhr_ yield reduced

ply is u-d.un:d by 10%: or even
L0t is wry likely that the gene-edited
will still putperform the contral

plants.”
Rice absorbs phosphate through its
roots and b ders it to the shoots. One

class of ransporters brings phosphate
froam the soil into the root while another
ic phosphate transporter
{0sPHOL2) transfers phosphate from the
ool o the shoot,

The NIPGR researchers restricted their
work to the root-to-shoot phosphate
transporter, “When the phosphate
transporter OsPHOL2 starts working
muore, it will create more demand for
phosphate in the root, When this
happens, the root-bound transparters will
bring more phosphate from soil into the

v, Girl explains, "We already know
negative regulator that controls
the expression of the phosphate
transporter in the model plant
Arabidopsis. But what's happening in rice
wiis nat known Gl mow”

Identification, removal of repressor
silfeo and DNA-protein interaction
L hers identified the
OsWRKYS, and showed
that the repressor physically binds to the
promoter. To verify if the repressor was
indeed reducing the expression of the
phosphate transporter, they s
repressor by knocking it owt using the
CRISPR-Casd gene editing tool. The
oM
K

expression of the phosphate

ansporter
sed

The increased expression of the
transporter should have ideally led 1o
more yield, But instead, the gene-edited
rice lines fared poorly compared with the
control,

“This was unexpected. We figured out
that the repressor was also needed for

knocking out the repressor gene
completely helped in removing th

saion of the phosphate transporter
sing the levels of phosphate
the shoot, we were also removing some
ssential functions regulated by the
repressar,” D, Gird says,

Removing the binding
The researchers then ident
where the repressor actually binds to the
promoter, The binding site in the
promote very short seguence of just
30 base pairs. Again CRISPR-Cas9 was
used to remave the binding side of the
repressar on the promoter.

“We removed only the binding

"

l the site

b and continues 1o
cute other vital plant function:
ri explains.

The phosphate lr.im.|mrtt-r OsPHOI;

present in the pl

ally remonving only the sit
1 binds to the promater, the
researchers en: the binding sites of
other regulato ct, 50 they could

In the ger i rice ling

phosphate fertilizer increase
ield by 200, However, when
only 10% of the recommen

r Wi he yi

Incres 40% over the
control group

insoluble, the transporters in the root

AL
'lrLd berome insohible,” he explains,

Testing the hypothesis
In the study, joponica cultivar Nipponbare
, since making gene-edited lines
and transgenics is pu_'mr.illye 15y with
Japorica, *Japenica variety is easy w work
with, It's not eagy o INSEENics
using incfice v bes, It will take more
time o gene sufficient mumber of
pene plants when using Indian cultivars,”
D,

very impaortant scientific
advancement,” s
the Epigenetics |
for Biodogical Sclences, Bengaluro,

He wasn't part of the study. “Soil in
several parts of India has phosphorus
deficiency, When the same maodif
are performed in dndica rice line:
be: useful. One must also check

ad of
Centre

continwe to bind 1o the | and
regulate its function, Dr, likems it to
undertaking a precise, minimal invasive
surgery in the promoter gene,

The! i enhanced expression of the
promater in the roots, along with
increased shoot phosphate aceumulation
and improved plant growth. When the
binding site of the rep A EENE Wik
remaved from the phosphate promoter,
the gene-edited rice plants transferred

“The roots start behaving |
absorbing more phosphate from the sodl,

and this phosphate is distrib I.N.’d
throughout the plant 3 s
The team found that the gene-edited
limes were channelling the extra
phosphate absorbed by the roots o
produce more seeds by increasing the
number of p; the Fruiting body
that bears seeds — leading to an incre,
il by 200, The researchers analysed
the seeds' sizes, dimensions, and starch
and phosphate content, and found their
quality to be normal.
Since the roots of gen
absorh more phosphat
58

dited plants
before, will
y Lo continue

m.lgm_s.lumur if it is acidic, with iron and

Since these

the efficacy of phosphate absorption, and
how much less phosphate fertilizer can be
used without comprol i
ineficer lines, Excitin

-target events
have previously objected to
editing on the grounds that the [P

negotiating to license ll1r_
CRISPR-Cas? technology,

This technology d
only the bases or penes .
O target events do happen — another
concern that activists have

might have unexpected, unwanted or
even adverse effects on the genome,
"W checked for all ¢ rgEt pEnes o
check if there are any changes. In our
case, we tested the top 10 contender
off-target sives and did m)t find any
deletion on those 5.
Before the seed:

vactually is that we produce a
Large mumber of lines and then select the
bwest L ine and check for off targets.”

b possible to eliminate

are

s D, Shivaprasad,

the possibility u} off-target events, It is
also important to check for off-target

have

regions o ensure off target evel
not happened. It needs expert

According o Dr. Shivapr
mare than three good in silico tools

junction fragment an
to verily the successful

genome and to confirm if
«or half copies are not pre:

s are produced using tmur_
nits Jn.- tested to check if

‘[)nly if the gene r_dlunp, has been
precise with no off-target events will we
even allow th plants to grow to the seed
stage,” Dr. siys. “The rest are
o whatever plant we grow

stage will always carry the
correct gene editing.

The seeds coming from that plant and
from the pmm.ny will carry the
phesphate tra wier that has been

cisely gene-edited to remove the 30
s that form the hinding site for

major objection is the pre
of foreign DNA. The protein us
CRISPR gene editing is derived from
.&lwp!rjrm\:.ua pyogenes bacteria.
Therefore, Cus® - which is the
DNA-cutting enzyme - carries foreign
DNA, Foreign DNA also comes from a soil
bacterium as a vector to deliver the
CRISPR: components into plant cells.

Dir. Gird claims that the DNA from
bacteria is removed in the second

ion through a simple Mendelian
ation method, as the plants are
i il stage o
e,

1 you have on » the next generation
will se, 1, where three will
have the foreign DNA, and one will not, In
the next generation, foreign DNA free
are identified and propagated,” he

tis possible o remove the DNA of
Agrobacterinm !uﬂn‘jamm thee soil
bacterium that is used as a vector for
delivering the CRISPR-Cas® components
inte plant cells - through the M.mdLIun

jon method," Dr, Shivap
confirms. When the soil bacterium vector
is removed, the 5, pyogemes bacterium is
alser removed as well.

India depends almost entirely on
imports to meet the dom demand for
phosphate fertilizers, If ¢
technology is successfully I'I.|1|IC itedd in
Indlian rice varieties, it could contribute 1o
sustainable agriculture.

(prasad ravirdranath@thelindw.co.in)

An serisl view of structures on Nyanga| lsdand on
Al 30, are

Sierra Leone
islanders despair

threatens survival
Agence France Presse

Wading through water up to his knees,

Hassan Kargho |m|nL\ o the vast ooean
before him, whi eroving the land and
imperilling residents' survival on his
island off Sierra Leone,

"Where we are now, it used to be my
house, and we used w have a big foothall
ield," Kargho said, but "the water
destroyed everything”,

Crver the past five yeal

The inhabitants of Nyangai, located in
the Turtle Islands off southe
Leone, have made virtually no
eontribution to global warming, driven by
humanity's burning of fuel

Vet 1 s widely considered the
country's first people displ climate
change, as the ever-hotter lemperatures

more of the

ral of the Turt
seven hours by canoe from the caj

The islan h lmi Wi hlr of
Its s * are: me; o]
only about 200 m lon; 100

'Ilsibi‘ll
with
in the centre

dde. All th
Islet ringed by cang

nd beaches and palm trees make
the island appear almost like a pars
Then the devastation comes into focus:

3 , abandoned furniture sc
by people whe have long moved on.

In the island has lost
W ared, and now

mensures only aboat 200 m long and 100
m wide,
Seen from above, all that remains

thatched-rool shacks elustered tghtly in
the centre.

Ten years ago, Nyangai still ha
thousand inhabitants. a\lthm‘,h the
no official cer

300 n_'udr_nu.
s roam

ST |Icr.' Jnd dry Iiuhun ll1r.I and, and
children scamper on the beach,
Due to the shrinking up

is Lu.lcln;, duL- o thee soil's sal
there are no toilets, electricity or hL-'lIlh
clini

More than two million people along
i tened by
a June 2024
study by the country’s National Disaster
Management Agency and the NGO
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre,

Fishermun and commumnity chief
Amidou Bureh stood on the beach
looking far out into the ocean where the
land used to be,

"We had many trees here, mangoes,
eoconut and other trees, but over the
vears water has destroyed all of them,”
ar-old said Officials and
international organisations have not
provided any concre
recommending rele

Kargho said that his
belongings and rebuile th
in Nyangai twice. But the s
dloar onee again.

1 have no confidence that Kyangai will
continue tw exist,” he

For feedback and suggestions
for *Sclence;, please write 1o
schence@thehindu.co.ln with the
subject *Daily page'
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INVOLVES US ALL

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

ADDRESS MISGIVINGS

Projects on Great Micobar Island have strategic importance.
Government must not ignore transparency-related concerns

N THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 2025

s EDITORIAL PAGE |

WORDLY WISE
THE GOOD EARTH — WE COULD HAVE SAVED IT,
BUT WE WERE TOO DAMN C!
— KurT VosNEGUT

EAP AND LAZY.

Old Delhi, new Washington

Trump's unilateralism demands a deeper
understanding of the domestic forces shaping it

CRAJA MOHAN

MAKING SENSE OF US President Donald

NTHEPAST five years. m o and

i "Lariﬂ'lcm:rs'

np move
Nlonbar]slandsasahllwkodmmymtrtcastnmwmunny area o tesincuding
andasacn.u.uumm India’si P, |f|r_]1|s:p|u,- ]'ﬁl'wlipaﬂiﬂdm'(ﬂma NNTIUIIE‘S“I'F
ecti iz airfi jetties i st facil-

ities, a base for military personnel, and a robust surveillance infrastructure. [t also imolves
amassive infrastructure upgrade on Great N'mhar]sland — an Imternational Container
Tr i nt Terminal, a greenfield ir mamwnshp,andagasand»

.i\lru:nl:aand theirimpact onthe global order.

i Trump's actions pres-
sure tactics against trade partners. Others ar-
gue it was never realistic for Washington to

lar-hased power plant spread. Given that the rapid of the cap

China's People’s Liberation Army Navy has greatly increased the strategic importance of
the Bay of Bengal in the past two decades, Delhi's infrastructure push and the building of
astrong military deterrence at Great Nicobar hasn't come a day too late. However, the is-
land’s ecological sensitivity has made the challenge more comple. Civil socicty activists
and wildlife conservationists have alleged that the infrastructure upgrade will harm the
region's indigenous communities, including the largely uncontacted Shompen people, it

separate trade agreements with
cvrryomntl}' r\mq;hasrrpcm:dlysmd]u:

for most nations.
whil iking deals selectiveb lumn
goes to press, India is in the second category
and might see an interim agreement an-
nounced soon. {Sois Pakistan, whichis hope-
ful of securing a trade deal! Bangladesh is in

will have negative rooral n:chand toendan-

and

wy witha 35 per cont tariff rate.)

d species, inchudi megapacle bird and leatherback turtles. In

2023, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the Mlmsu'y of Environment to consti-
tutea high: ittee {HPC) to revisit il clearances to the Great
Nicobar project. On Monday, even as the ministry submitted the panel's report to an NGT
bench, there was little indication that a resolution to the impasse was at hand.

The HPC has reportedly cnw:hdcd tha( the environmental clearances accorded to the

Yet these developments should not dis-
tract India’s elite from grappling with the
deeper forces shaping Trump's workdview —

a sctutr.ldral ideas that are shakding the in-
ter o its foundati In two
seminal essays in Foreign Affairs, Michael
Beckley of Tul'ls University gm:s us one per-

project” “Thege has however, not s
ri:purtwb]lcl(i:fpmglnlm‘rnannnclasmﬁcd Is.urruursc m:cssarya‘tmmsmrrmcrsm—
volving strategic affairs. But in fragile 1

tion, aproject tocreatea i i L withall sections
of society. The g insiste recy will domore harm th o, especially
because the lack of du wias a major sticking point with
il society activist i ick
serurity and strategic concemns to derny right s about nental
dearances. In Malﬂlnuscdancqu]ly uUnComvincing argument — tln:manmlsnbmdmc
—| Sabha jonon the ned f i the NGT: Commission

for Scheduled Tribes about the project's impact on local communities. Two mumhs]am
Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Jual Or: i
oems raised by tribal ities, but again refused to divulge details. The Andaman and
Micobar Islands Integrated Dcur]np!mnl(ou'pmatlnn Limited, which is in charge of the in-

ities, clairms that its wildlife ) 1(WOP)is derived
from a framework devedoped by scientists at the Salim Ali Centre fior Ormithology, But the
WICT, too, is not in the public domain,

spective hange
He points to the potential nsl:all:hs: |.|I'|l‘€d
States asa “rogue su

Beckley first advanced Iusalgumcnt dur-
ing Trump's first term, when the President
openly challenged core principles of US for-
eign policy: Economic glnba]lsatloll.sctumy

If there is one shortcoming
in India's approach, it is the
limited appreciation of how
American domestic politics
g US foreign,

is rest

alliances, and
then, Trump's |ncxpcl|cm:t: and thc con-
straints imposed by the gton estab-
]|shmmt|:mpcn:ﬂmanyorh|s instincts.
Inhissecond term, however, Trumpis less
constrained and commands near-total dom-
inance over a political system the American
founding fathers designed precisely to pre-
vent the concentration of powerina singlein-
dividual or party. One might argue that
this struc-
mn:lsapassmgphasc Bm[urnuw,lu: hasa

Dedhi has taken more than 70 years to the strategic im of the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It now needs to set |:||s: mwrd nght o transp,

free hand to pursue policies on three of his
core priorities: Trade, i . i

3 security,
and i — heralding the “age of

¥y—a

project of national i cannot be

PEACE IS THE PRIZE

Biggest obstacle to a ceasefire in Gaza remains Netanyahu,
As he visits the US, Trump must seal the deal

FTER 21 MONTHS of conflict, yet another ceasefire in Gaza appears immi-
nent. Over the weekend, talls were underway in Qatar between ksrael and
Hamas, mediated by Qatar and Egype, though therewas no breakthrough at
the end of the first round, The optimism around a successful deal, however,
stems from PR Benjamin Metarmyahu' smgulngmp tothe LS, and because Presicent Donald
Tr »en pushing for anend ampaign. if a new ceasefire i
|pu||.|twﬂ]bcth|:'thndnn|:50far 'I'hrfm: 2023, week Thesec-
ond was discardec next phase.
The urgency cannot be overstated. ksrael’s m'lllary N:spm\sl: to Hamas's 2023 terror at-
tack has, accordi Har than 57,000 Falestinians

American unilateralism”.

Crucially, Beckley contends that Trump is
miok the source of this new American orienta-
tinn but rather a catalyst for a deeper tlans—
formation roated in struc
US's position in the world. Since the end of
‘World War II, US foreign policy has been

and security
policy. Filling this gap
demands a broader circle of
Indian engagement within
America’s political system
and the policy class. India
needs American
interlocutors who can do
more than lament Delhis
‘illiberal turny’ and can
explain America’s own
march away from liberalism.
India needs friends who can
go beyond objecting to

India’s "lack o
commitment” to the

US partnership.

framed as a choice between glohal leadership
and isolationism. Beckley argues that the
Trump years have revealed a third path:

Ami:rlra 5 3 MOEUE SUPETPOwWeT — d:andun-

gy P 5L

Delhi already recognises that an uncon-

suams:d Trump is driving momentous global
require major intellec

icy adaptation in India. To its credit, Delhi has

gone further than everto negatiate a trade

ing 1 anrlnllrsulngns
interests inabrutally e

agreement with

This new unl]atcrallsm is gmundl::l in

Trurmp's amiti-i agenda
Second, dcsplthrump‘snhcnprmmmr

America’s “aubonony”, L
Emupcandﬂsam'moak]lhc Russiaand China,
the USeng Arelatively

pronoun
to Indo-Pak peace — Ddhl has maintained

young and growing population supporting
strong consumer demand and economic re-
nlu:'nu:' technological ]ca:lcrshlp in artificial

nclian policy cutehy
aware of the gap between signals from the
‘White House and the rest of the LS govern-

ml:nt Staying cngagcd with tlu: bmadl:r

mobotics, and enabling alishment
the ing of reducing  the relatic ulence.
dependence on global supply chains: and self- Third, India hasintensified its o

sufficiency in encrgy. Moreover, while the US
economiy is bess reliant on exports, the rest of
the wurld depends hl:‘a\aly on sefling goods
onsumers. bt is this

Trump sees as powerful leverage

to reshape the global economic order that
Americaitselfbuiltand nurturrdmdu:adcs

ngagement
with other major powers, both bilaterally and
through forums like BRICS, The rhetoric at
BRICS might suggest a retumn tothe “glorious
days" of the Non-Aligned Move ment and the
pursuit of a collective confrontation with the
s, Sccf.tu:s hnwwrr soe Delhias bcmg as

America’s uni ko been re-
inforced by the political coalition behind
Trump's nsc Thl: MAGA mn:m:ms:nrargucs

P {Mascow in betting that
hilateralc more
thar

Inotherwords, Delhi is notabout to revive thc

that

foreign polic ualthcpast.

manufac ing people.
Itopposes security alliances and views them
as aburden. It resents Washington's “endliess
wars” foughtin the name of global leadership.
For this coalition, ddmdmg Amrnca 5 hm'—

Onest i Inc histhe
limited appreciation of how US politics is re-
shaping its foreign, economic, and security
policy. Filling this gap demands a wider cincle
or ]n:llan ENEAEEment Wlﬂlln America’s po-

ders against illegal i i prior-
ity over defending distant al]lcs_Te]I ||1eg
Tmmp‘s latest budget allocates 537 hillion to
us #on and Customs Enfe

palicy cdlass. India needs
rswhocan

i
lamcnt Delhi's “illiberal turn® mdcancxplam

(ICE) — nearty half of India's defence budget
and larger than Italy’s entire defence spend-

march away from liby
India needs friends who can go beyond ob-
Jl:u:mgm Ildu's"ladcalmmmmmm‘ tothe

ing. ICEs increasingly agg) tactics to
round up and deport migrants would make
many a third-workd tinpot dictator envious.

why Trumpre-
serves his harshest criticism for America’s
: " " prinkor

The US is likely to remain
eminent power for the foreseeable future.

pertswhocanr iticisi 1i's
“Moscow connection” and help unpack

China's ise ono ictions that
itwould mmalmtl'tUSmwGJPﬂns
decade. That now seems less lhely. US GDP
stands near $30 trillion, compared to China's
320 trillion and the EL's roughly similar level.
Ifthe Trump aciministration's projections of 3
per cent annual growth for the US economy
hold, the gap will only widen.

Hor should Delhi navigate this complex:
moment in America’s evolution? For one,

Trurmp 15 for sparing Russia from the
tariff wars. Put simply, Delhi needs more in-
tellectual investment in the study of American
affairs at home and a more diverse classof ex-
pertsin the US to engage with.

The writer is distinguished fellowat the
Council on Strotegic and Defence Research,
Deelhi, ened contributing editor on
international affxirs for The Indian Express

BENGALURU BILUES

Tosurvivein the city, all you need is a little perspective

BY ZAINAB SULAIMAN

. T population. AUNbody MO IS PASTTHREE in the afternoon, and aftera
bee nearaid ked group, The UN' shumvm- Iong, hard but happy day teaching lemen-
itarian chieft i pleinGaza are bek ted i Amid tary school, we are on our regular trek back
tinuing that ninated Trump for the Prize Monday e, in a hig blue BMTC bus, the acronym
less likea cruel jolef it ol i hostilities first. for the Bengaluru City public buses.
In Israel, there is growing opposition to the war. Endlng thc War now and g:mr\g the WM talads mmun:s e nuwtak-
s : e fact that almost every second road is being
upmmnhasmm:ﬂasmll]smrlsalhcs.m: O EViEwir agree- dug up, repaired, cemented and built upon.
mentswith it Ultimatehy, the bi i The -and Metro construc-
war arguably keeps him in power. His government has been propped up by right-wing tion work going on simultaneously — and
Tawks and his cormuption trial continues to be delayed on security grounds, ! ] Mwmthm“aGWPhD"!’dm'ﬂf@-
stated goal of wiping out Hamas from Gaza is at odds with the aim of the militant group's ::_: P e
i S it's asignificanthy "y “;" "
leaders, who seck: po in the strip, even if This is as it usuallyd £ ok the
one. The one person, however, who can coerce the Israeli PM into a dcrnmut' ceasefire is monotonous drive-you-crazy drone of a
Donald Trump. The US President the e el g the prize forit. Id chatting his buddy up —who

ON HIS BIKE

Originator of the ‘cricket test’, Norman Tebbit was
key to Margaret Thatcher’s project

N 1981, NORMAN Tebbit told a Conservative Party conference that his unem-

ployed father didn't riot during the Great Depression. “He got on his hike and

loked for work, and he kept leoking till he found it.” This soon passed into the pop-

ular imagination as the younger Tebbit's — Britain’s newly minted employ
secretary — panacea for despite his ¢ Hewould be greeted
with shouts of *oryerbike” for vears tooome. That's not the otﬂyTrbbln.wn tobe mythol-

y
possessesa lilting glass-shattering voice — all
the way back home; they never seem to run
outof things to say. Today, though, something
is wrong with the bus, and there's a high-
pitched beeping that's accompanying us, as
the driver and conductor both have no idea
what's causing it.

Aday in the life of a typical Bengalurean,
bt hey, who's complaining. All youneed is a
litthe perspective, For,iflwas suddenty onmy
deathbed, wouldn't [ die — wrong word, but
you get the drift — to leap back into this won-
derful life-affirming chaos? Wouldn't 1 ache

THE CrTY AND I

—_—m

Compared to what I see
unfolding around me —
wars, genocides, caste
conflicts, murders, victory
parades turning to Lra“mﬁee;
— a city that is falling apart
is small stuff. [ just have to
hold my breath as a whiff of
garbage or the stink of pee
walts through my nostrils,
and shortly Tean

breathe again.

thewatchman for ing for
the next water shortage and o hire that ex-
pensive tanker to come over and fill up our
dried-up sumps? As for the unseasonal rain
that hasthe o fic it's
simiply time to g0 “online”, no matter that no
real worke gets done during those dlasses.
Jokes apart, | really think 1 would.

P 1 me
— wiars, genocides, caste conflicts, murders,
vm'ypamdcsmmmgmtmgcdts acity

Speaking of infections, my problem is that
‘this city has found a way to get under miy skin.
It's hard to live init, but [ don't think [ can e
outside of it either.

Maybe it's the sweet sambar served with
a hot oily dosa at my favourite Darshini.
Perhaps, the gentle pleasure of reading a few
lines in Kannada, whilst not being able to
recagnise each letter separately, just that the
‘whole makes sense, The old Bengalur lingo

my fiersa e

that 1just have tor
hold my breath as a whiff of garhage or the
stink of pee wafts through my nostrils, and
shortly [ can breathe agaim.

Also, there is that small thing — the peo-
ple. If nothing else, we have each other.

The receptionist at my GF's clinic tells me
that the later she goes home from the dlinic,
the worse the commute; a few weeks later. a
new receptiondst is checking my BE The doc-
tor educates me on the need to drink only
boiled and cooled water, as the stomach bug
1 have may be waterborne. He explains that
withall the digging of the roads in the dty, the
wm plpcs are gi:mng cunramlnamd and

are—"MNo
men, the electricity was off all night.” Or, the
yellow Tabebuia that never fails w show up
every spring, lighting up the \ﬂcw Imm my
‘halcony. Commiercial Stree ho
never give you your clothes on time, but al-
ways have a polite excuse delivered witha
smile. The quiet graveyard on Hosur Road,
withits huge shady trees, where in season,a
bed of cream and rose-tipped Pongamia
Aower buds drown your naked feet as you
stand beside the graves of loved ones, send-
ing upa prayer. Al this and so much more.
Like a wise man said, *1F you wake up in the
moming, are safie athome, in good health and

ly getting in-
fected, too. | nod and wntmuc dmlk:lng my
usual filtered water, and perhaps, manage to
frighten that stomach bug away.

have enough for th he good
things in this workd" Amen to that.

Sulgiman is o writer and teacher

ogised; his “cricket test” is perhaps the most famous i ion that
ies of Britain's Asian pops j Ty whic they c

incricket matches. To top it all is his puppet from the satirical TV show Spitting Image:

Margaret Thatcher's leather-clad, knudkle-duster-wielding enforcer {the real Tebbit later

expressed his fondness for the puppet]. To the younger, i

15, he e
caricature than man, a ghost of the Thatcher years.

As ayoungman Tchhlt.w]vn died on Monday aged 94, developed the individualistic,

that would his atural fit for Thatcher's new conser-

\.'atlsm — a marked departure from the post-War, Keynesian consensus until then:
MNationalised industries, strong trade unions and welfare state. Thatcher's 1979 victory
would see much of this demolished, leaving a legacy that remains deeply divisive. Tebbit
played his pan,wralacmr@ thl: puwrfsur unions, driving privatisation and, as party l:halr—
man, beadi ignin 1987k i frontli
afterwards to care for his wife, whu had been left disabded by an IRA bombing.

Aworking-class Tory who :Ilc:l abaron, Tebbit's [ife was notwithout its paradoes: He
developed his anil fior i ctices early on, but later served as a union
official during his career as a pilot and even went on striloe, Always a plail

anda

caustic wit, he was once asked if God existed. “"He ought to,” he said.

I

Jury 9,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

EMERGENCY THREAT
SEVERAL OPPOSITION LEADERS have inter-
preted the PR's press conference remarks
abum the En'l:rg:ncyasa threat thatit might
the the
BJP* and the Lok Dal expressed shock at the
P\'s remarks and declared that they would
mobilise the people against such dictatonal
trends The BJP president, Atal Bihari Vaipayee,
said he was shocked to read the PM's state-
ment that the Emergency was justified.

AKALIS IGNORE CENTRE
THE AKAL DAL (L) has ignored the Centre's

epaperindianexpressicom I

overtures for talks and has said the govern-

A L3
cesses against Sikhs, if it wanted to sohve the
Punjab problem. The “mistakes™ would be rec-
tified if the government accepted the party's
demands to normalise the situation,
Harchand Singh Longowal, party president, G
5 Tohra, president of the SGPC, and Parkash
Singh Baclal, former OM, said.

SRI LANKA TALKS
THEFIRST-EVER

START

ofapreliminary nature and held ina“relaxed
and frienclly. e, They were charac-
terised by “mutual understanding and accom-
modation”, a press release said.

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY

PFROPRIETORS OF IMDUSTRIES termed haz-
ardous will now face “compulsory imprison-
ment” as penalty for violation of safety regu-
lations. Adecision to thiseffect hasbeen taken
Ty the Centre fodlowing recommendation of
the Labour Sec nd Labour Ministers

Lankan government and the militant Tamil
gn:lups along with the TULF, started at the
i Thirmiph, Th

Conference held in Mew Delhi recently. It has
now been communicated to state govern-
ments and Union Territories.
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It’s not

IDEAS PAGE
just about a voter list

Asample survey shows that the very principle of universal adult franchise is in danger of being
undermined by the way EC's special intensive revision exercise is being conducted in Bihar

BY KAMAYANI SWAMI
RAHUL SHASTRI AND
YOGENDRA YADAV

CONFUSION AND CHAOS among ordinary
people. Staggering disc repancy between of-
fictal chaims and ground reality, A majority
of people without any of the documents
that are being demanded of them. An over-
whelming anxiety among the marginalised
sections about losing their right to vote, if
not their citizenship,

These are some of the conclusions that
emerged from a rapld appraisal, based on
perhaps the first sample survey of its kind,
of the Special Intensive Revision (SIRjexer-
cise currently underway in Bihar. Over three
days (July 5-7), volunteers of the Bharat
Jodo Abhiyaan travelled to eight districts
and collected information about 709 poten-
thal voters, They carried a copy of the latest
electoral rolls of 2025 as well as the elec-
taral rolls of 2003 for the relevant booth,

d from the E

cent of the persons on the last electoral rolls,
Mot just that, the ECI has also claimed that
maore than 36 per cent have already lled in
lhc form and it

website, They conducted long face-to-1,

Interviews with 163 and asked

theel ,Juhr?Nuw.mnen
llwdnbmue survey

them about supply of the I
forms and the availability of the documents
required for enrolment as per the EClarder
for each adult member of the household.

The sudden announcement of the SIR
and reports about
and apprehensions caused by it demanded
a quick, if rough, idea of the big plcture.
Our survey cannot <laim the level of
accuracy of a proper scientific study, Six of
the eight districts we surveyed (Katihar,
Araria, Darbhanga, Madhubani, Saharsa,
Sitamarhi, Patna and Rohtas ) are in north
Bihar. Except Patna {ranked among the top
performers), all these fall among the mid-
dling performers in the SIR While the se-
lectbon of assembly segments 12 in all} aned
that of polling boaths ( 17 in all jwas dictated
by the availability of teams, the household
selected for interview was chosen ran-
domly from the latest electoral rolls. While
the findings of the survey are subject toa
wide margin of error, they may be more mo-
bust than drawing-room speculation or
anecdotal evidence.

The big news first: Two-thinds of Bihar's
adult population had not recefved the emu-
meration forms il the 13th day of the SIR
‘We found that, in all, only 43 per cent of
families reported recelving enumeration
Forms, despite a slight but steady improve-
ment on each day of our survey — from 39
per cent on the first day to 43 per cent on
the final day. Since these forms are indvid-
ualiseet (with the printed name and photo
of the person from the latest ER), not all
members of the family recelve the forms si-
multaneously. Inall, enly 36 per cent of the
adult household members reported recely-
I the form. Only 6 per cent had recedved
twvo cogiles of the forms (one to be submit-
ted and anather to be retained by the appli-

large ururkl:mthc:liﬂ'mnw between the
olficial claims of 94 per cent and the survey
estimate of 36 per cent Is simply too big to
be the result of a sampling erros, Unbess the
ECEhas misread the numbser of forms dis-
patched from fts office as the number de-
Ivvered to the end user and the number of
forms supplied as the number submitted,
we are looking at a Himalayan discrepancy
that is erying for attention,

The survey findings also confirm the
aggregate data analysis and the series of
reports in this paper that a large propor-
tion of the voters who may be required
te submit documents to prove their
citizenship do not possess any of the 11
documents on the ECI list, Our teams
helped the household members to locate
their names on the 2003 rolls and ex-
plained documentary requirements to
thase who did not Aigure there, In all, only
G0 percent of all the persons surveyed ful-
filbed the ECI's conditions for inclusion of
thelr names as per the guldelines of the SIR
As many as 37 per cent of all persons did
not fulfil any conditions: Thelr names did
not figure on the 2003 rolls and they did
not possess any one of the documents
asked for by the ECL, (The remaining 3 per
cent of cases were unclear,) The proportion
of those who may be declared ineligible
was staggering — above 60 per cent —
among those In the age group 18-40,

This rapid assessment estimate of 37 per
cent "ineligible” voters works out to about
2.8 crore potential eligible voters whe may
be deprived of thelr right te vote, The fig-
ure may come down if many people suc-
ceed in obtaining fresh certificates in the
next fortnight, Or, if the ECl expands, for-
mally or informally, the “indicative (not ex-

cant) as reguired under the SIR guidel
The remaining 30 per cent were supplied
only one copy.

Compare these sobering figures with
the official claims. The ECI claimed nn]ul;r

haustive) list inits SIR order.
mlhlw stand mday.lhe.lpprehenalonol'

Our surveyors fonnd a mad
rush for caste or residence
certificates, often triggered by
the BLOYS instructions, In
Sonvarsha segment of
Saharsa district, Pirvat Ram,
a Daliv worker, has spent Rs
150 to apply for a caste
certificate for himself, his wife
andd his mother. Women face
aspecial problem. In the
family of Pald Devi from
Bahadurpur in Darbhanga,
her three daughters-in-law,

ntis not
Our teams discovered that marglmliml
soclal groups = poor, Dalit, extremely hack-

5 that it had forms
{presumably two copies cach) to 94 per

ward Muslims and women
cutting across all communities — were dis-

Sanjana (26), Pooja (20) and
Neha (18), donot know if
their parents had their names
in the 2003 list.

C R Sastkurmar
proportionately at the recenving end of pos-
sible exclusion, In the village of Sharanpar,
25 km from Araria, ks the Nonla { EBC] fam-

Uy of Rampati Devi, Four of the elght adults
do not have their names on the 2003 list,
nor do they have any of the listed doou-
ments. Like most families we surveyed, they
have Aadhaar and ration cards and the
MOGNREGA job card, which the EClwon'tac-
cept. The condition was much worse in

Orur surveyors found a mad rush for caste
or residence certificates, often triggered by
the BLO's instructions. In Somvarsha seg-
ment of Saharsa district, Pirvat Ram, a Dalit
worker, has spent Rs 150 toapply fora caste
certificate for himself, his wife and his
mather. Women face a special problem, In
the family of Palti Devi from Bahadurpur in
Darbhanga, her three daughters-in-law,
Sanjana ( 26, Poaja (20} and Neha (18), do
not know i thelr parents had thelr names in
the 2003 list, Tara Khatoon (47} and
Kismato Khatoon [ 36] in Surjapur tola have
the same question: How do we get the 2003
list from our mayka ( parents' home 7
Tor be sure, this prcllmln.\ry and ruuf.h
im-
p.wlurllwslli I!ulalllwwrylcasLIl poimts
werifi-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Even with four years of his term 1o go, there’s a palpable feeling in the air that Mr
Starmers time may he coming to an end. Any momentum.., was halted by his

bizarre decision w begin the new era with sombre

of imminent cuts o public services.”

i and

— THENEW YORK TIMES

Cool clothing in
times of heat

Many states and cities are implementing heat
action plans, These should also
include access to smarter fabrics

RO NILEKANI

THE MONSOON ARRIVED early this year,
bringing reliel across the country. It may
be harel to forget the record-high summer
ratures, though, when parts of Delhi
Felt like 54 degrees Celsius and Ooty had
Its warmest day in the past 73 years, In
Kashmir, too, it has been the hottest June in
five decades, with average temperatures
three degrees above normal. Heat records
are being shattered every year,
usch has been written about climate
change, global warming and how India

half the population warks outdoors, or in-
doors with poor insulation, what o wear
Is a guestion not Just for frustrated
teenagers but for every worker and citi-
zen, At home, in the workplace, or in pub-
lic spaces, people will have to think care-
fully about protective clothing.

In a country almost romantically
attached to its natural fibres, especlally
khachi and cotton, it might be hard to face
a startling reality — manmade {ibres
are better for adapting to heat stress
caused by climate change. Recently,
in Varanasi, Blinkd partners went
an strike to demand, among other things,
cotton umhm;mrtheamlnenl‘bn&?ﬂ
they should have asked for more sophis-
ticated materials,

There has been a stunning revolution
in material sclence and blomimicry-in-
spired textiles in the past few years,
Athletes and urban cyclists and joggers
were the earliest adopters of synthetic fi-

will be ane of the worst alfected by heat  bresdesigned to widk away sweat. But the
waves. We klmlu)w hNI adwmmm nu'd Is far greater for farmers, construc-
pacts ilel kers and street vendors with high
such as ex) jon and dl::l- | exposure. How can we re-
s but also death. think the future of chothing?

Incia is not alone. Europe and the US
are experiencing extreme heat across
large swathes of land, with the added dan-
ger of deadly wildfires, Heat claims more
than 175,000 lives in Europe annually, In
India, while thousands suffer or die, gov-
ernment data is unreliable, An analysis
from Down to Earth estimates that a sin-
Ble five-day heat wave leads to 30,000 ex-
«cess deaths in summer. This is way above
afficial figures, though state governments
are trying to better classify deaths from
heat exposure.

In the West, despite the rising heat,
summers are still about getting fit, unpack-
Ing the bikinis and shorts, and heading
outdoors, In India, skimpy wear does not
take over the season. Linen kurtas and cot-
ton dhotis do, Natural fibres, khadi, light
«cobours, and thin fabrics become ublgui-
tous, from the high street to the fashion
Famp. ﬂnd urcuum thmlslhe mml pop-

Elsewhere, innovation has been driven
by governments. The US set up the
Advanced Research Projects Agency-
Energy (ARPA-E] to fund and direct discov-
ery across a wide range of technology ar-
eas, As part of that mission, I‘ml’mur i
Cutandh at Stanford L

veloped a textile that |s transparent to in-

from the body. Already marketed in China,
he claims it Is not too expensive to take o
a mass market, and would be critical for
farmers around the world as part of a
climate adapeation strategy.

Other blomimetic fibres are being
tested, some inspired by polar bear hairs
with high porosity and aligned pores, for
superior thermal insulation, New phase
chanw m.m'rlala (PCMs ) integrated into
12 heat
It when things cool down. The list of cli-
mate-smart wearable technologles is

ular gai

Yet, it is worth a;lclnsa mmusquu-
thon: What shoubd human beings wear in
the face of rising heat? WIII lradlllonal

" Indtia will have to develop its own in-
novation engine to suit our needs. On July
I, the Union cabinet ;ppmved Iht‘

chothing suffice? Is cot
of cholce?
Indryclnnunllmlghlweilbr Cotton

has

wlunnrul’ﬂclal clalm W would invite all
mediapersons to travel to rural Bihar and
Investigate the ground reality, We wuuld

billty, acs and in

Research, D
tP.DIJS:ht'me with an mlayo(l!s 1 I.\kl\
rore,

or .\cqul sitlon of luhnolnglea of high

urge academics and social
out bigger and more representative l.m'lple
surveys, immediately after July 25, to assess
the impact of the SIR. We would also urge
the ECl to put out unit-level data { names of
persons who have submitted forms ) in the
public domain, so that it can be verified.
(This ks net confidential information, as the
draft electoral rodl will in any case be pub-
lished. ) What is at stake is not just the voter
list in Bihar, but the very principle of uni-
wersal adult franchise.

kamayani swami is state coordinator of
Hharat fodo Abhiyaan, Bthar, Rahul Shastrt
and Yogendra Yadav work with the national
team af Bharat Joda Abhiyaan We woulkd
ik to thaank district team leaders Ram Babu
ﬂnm. Muhnnunad Taw_feqj Parwan, Govind,
Sanjay

¥ ofthese n.mda
Indlia. India is the world's -1 should be
pmducerormﬂnn afver China, andpa‘ne Insluhlwlusles;l’l‘ordal:lc and a\l.ﬂl.\l:lt
L the eal
Invits textile history, Many states and cities are creating and

Can cotton retain its reputation when
things get both hotter and more humid?
A"wet bulb” temperature of 35°C, when
high Iu'at cumhllu'a wllh hu;h humidity,

reates human
beings. The I:odya natural cooling
mechanisms fall, making exps

Iimplementing heat action plans, So far,
none are investigating strategies to help
people access smarter fabrics, The RDM
scheme might be the right nudge for fresh
thinking. This ks one opportunity for both
sarkaar and bazaar to be accountable to

life-threatening,

Cotton and other natural fibers do ab-
sorb sweat, but only up to a point, When
ambient humidity is high, they dry stowly,
leaving the fabric sticking to the body, n-
creasing trapped heat and the risk of skin
Infections. also do not provide pro-
tection against harmful ultraviolet rays,
wihich are linked t cancer.

Humid heat is increasing across Inclia,

Kumar and Bhiola Nath Singh

ially in the Indo-Gangetic plain,
which shelters half a billion people. When

India proves accurate,

Khadi was deeply associated with
India’s independence movement. It will
abways remain precious. But the past may
not always inform the future. Swadeshl
new fibres might better dress up the mis-
sion for a healthier, more resilient Bharat.

The writer is chairperson, Rohind Nilekani
Phifanthropies and author of Samaaj,
Sarkaar, Bazaar: A Citizen-first Approach

What the West doesn’t get

There can be no equivalence between India and Pakistan

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

ABRAHMOS MISSILE Nl’.l.l were I'imd

u'pllnm.lbnul Inilia — especially our nedgh-

churing O tothe
gruesome terror attack in Iiah.\lsam —typ-
ically costs around Rs 35 crore. For approx-
imately less than hall that cost, seven all-
party delegations have macde as much of an
impact. Just like the BrahMos, they were

L i el

ical and social opinion in India's favour at
such a time cannot be left to career diplo-
mats alone, The decision to send these del-
egations is itself a historic step by the gov-
ernment, with the political class across the
spectrum rising to the occasion.

Thisstep was needed as foreign govern-
ments and media, especially from the West,
have not grasped the gravity of the chal-
lenge of cross-border terrorism faced by
Inelia for the last several decades, The West,
generally speaking, also has the habit of
looking at Pakistan as just another lslamic
state, kgnoring the history of its origin, its
partition in 1971 and its habit of promating
terrorism while playing the victim card,
Many consider both India and Pakistan to
have legitimate complaints against each
ather, viewing both as being at fault, in one
way or another,

‘While the challenge of tackling misper-

| ——

| policy — Is daunting. the keast we
must do |s persuade foreign leaders and
opinbon malers to drop thelr habitof brack-
eting India and Pakistan together, It is
agalnst this backedrop that ene must under-
stand the importance of political leaders
from across party lines speaking in ane
volee and attempting o correct perceptions
in m.\]urworld capll.\l:.

at Iml rbur mumm I.onklnu.u l'akl::?n

with the case of East Timor or Knsovo, Those
whao beft for Pakistan during Partition were
neither persecuted nor did they face any in-
Jusllu.- Hmr.llu' dccp-ammduulluun
plexof Indi.

through the policy of Mus!

mmake it chear to the global media, academia
and intelligentsia that the case of J%K |s not

for several decades post-Partition and lent
credence to Pakistan's attempts to present
itsell as an underdog. This went unchal-
lcmdpmmrlbrbecauscmulmwmhr
the right nolses, backe

NOT THEIR BURDEN

THIS REFERS TO the article "Now, prove

your identity’ (I, July B), The ECI's move
s callous; the exercise risks either Jeav-
Ingvoters outor putting their livelihoods
In jeopardy. Not to mention the imprac-
tical time frame, Citizens with litthe
means will be at the mercy of petty offi-

m.1l:|tmlnlcmu'mby r.mmmmmw

asbeir
llu;lh.u Inchia instigated the condlict between

Pakistan shelters

ensune |IIWH survival.
The

mistake of the global

Wiest and East Pakistan; na-
llnnalnm with India’s cubtural nationali
and fi the

.\my‘srolt in P.tklu.mag&mtname

Why does the global media contine to
be shy in calling a spade a spade? Why are
terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir referred
tor as militants? Let's examine the serious-
ness of these mistakes, as India has been
paying a huge price for the ignorance —
manufactured ignorance, in some instances
—of the gnoh.llmmmunlly.

inequating the
of East Pakistan with Pakistan-sponsored
secessionism In Jammu and Kashmir,
Unlike the government of Pakistan back
then, governments in | ~ regardless of
which party is in power — worked to trans-
form J&K into a developed state, They've
done this by providing huge welfare sup-
port to the people of this border area. [t
wanild not be wrong to suggest that the con-
tinuation of Article 370 was used by the

First thing first: The global
needs tobe told that the creation of Pakistan
out of undivided India is not comparable

global as evidence of India's
wrongdoing, that it undermined its claim
owver this Union Territory, It is high time we

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HIDDEN RISKS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Raise the
red flags'(IE.July 8). The Jane Strect case
highbights the serious hidden risks retall
Imvestors face in the rapbdly evalving,
fast-moving. algorithm-driven equity
markets, Btisa wake-upeall for retail in-
vestors who are busy with short-term

comparable to that of Bangladesh and that cers, Critics are apprehensive thatthe SIR - tracing, Nuvama, Jane Street's local part-
the JKLF is not the Mukti Bahin. will ened up stripping those Iivingon the  ner, fell over 11 percent, while BSE, Angel
The BIP has made It clear that not just margins of society of their right tovote.  One, and CDSL, also declined.
cultural n lism, but even the idea Thereislittledoubt that the controversial 55 Paul, Nodin
of a Hindu rashtra, has nothing to do with MNRC has made Its appearance on the
a theocratie state, Ekam sat, vipra bahudha electoral scene, albeit through the back AN OVERDUE RE I
vadanti s the foundational value of our dloor It s against the principles of justice = -
cultural natbonalism, rcl'lmed not just in o place an enormous burden on the  THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Why
the BfI"s bt | stabe 0 pmmlmm é:i.] #). The recent BRICS sum-
Indnn culture is all al:nut abhorrence S HQuadrl, fikaner — mitin netro marks a pivotal mo-
of any approach in spiritual ment in geopalitics, highlighting the wr-
matters, Sadly, thanks to many in our own ST o Nl gent need to reform global govemance
intelligentsia, there are attempts to build STRIKING A BALANCE structures. The declaration's criticism ol
a false narrative that eventually allows THIS REFERS TO the article, Brown man's .ubtllr.\ry unﬂ" hikes unclerscores the
Pakistan to take shelter under a manufac- burden’ (IE, July B), Zohran ] ping nations with
tured whataboutery. experience ml'lmndup«lsm Often,  an unequal global trade systemn. India's
Right from tlle time of its foundi only  callfor and halance Is timety, es-
Pakistan has presented Itself as a wictim, to return home feeling disconnected  pecially as China's posture becomes in-
Indian smunnu'nls ol'lhc tlmc on the from thedr roats. Striking abalance ishey  creasingly self-serving. FurlI!ICSmlmur
ather 3 as an g serveas W
AgEressor state. Post- Indcpcndcncc our h Iy uphold the principles of ecquity and
always shied reveals not ethquette. Those }uukc. The Rio declaration signals the
Pakistan's to the notice of the going abroad are not puppets—they  beginning of a necessary reset in global
ihal community with ate force, carry identities, structures.
le i " Eksha Srivastava, i e Sanjay Chopra, Mohait
The writer is o national executive

memberaf the P

apnper.indlanexm .. .
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Signals from the Contlnumg purge of top officials in China

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY B

LATE LAST month, China's national kegisla-
ture removed Miao Hua, a senior admiral in
the People’s Liberation Army (FLA) Navy,
from the Central Military Commission
{CMC). the country’s top decision-making
body on military affairs.

Miao had been suspended in November
2024 for "serious violations of discipline”,
which is Chinese government terminology
fior corruption.

On the same day that the National
People’s Congress voted o remove Miao —
June 27 — another senior military official,
Vice Admiral Li Hanjun, was stripped of his
legislative credentials.

Inrecentyears, two Ministers of Defence,
one Minister of Foreign Affairs and several
other key figures in the Chinese state have
been purged, with corruption often cited as
the reason, Last month's removals are differ-
ent because of the seniority of the officials,
and the fact that they are from the PLA.

*The FLA s the Communist Party's army.

Its primary allegiance is to the party, not to
the state or the People’s Republic of China,
and its main task is to help the party remain
in power. The party commands the gun, and
the CMC is the party’s highest military lead-
ership body,” Jabin Jacob, an assodate pro-
fessor of intemational relations at Shiv Nadar
University, Greater Noida, said.

Who are these two officials?

MIAD, 69, headed the political work de-
partment of the CMC, tasked with political
:\iucatiunamip-crmnnr]mnqgcmnm_

“Mian Hua is the higgest ﬁshlaughﬂ in
the past two-three years of i

The (MCist

robe in CMIC appointments, S

he PLAS " mmrrlylngu:a]‘

thority on a wide range nf defence matters,
including weapans procurement, military
priorities, and combat preparedness.

At the top of the seven-member CWMC is
paramount leader and President Xi Jinping.
*i's position as CMC chairman is his second
most important position in the Chinese po-
litical system after the position of peneral
secretary of the Communist Party of China,
and more important than his position as

[into corruption| and subsequent purges,”
said Anushka Saxena, a researcher at the
Bengaluru think tank Takshashila Institution,
whose research focuses on the PLA

LI, 60, was rumoured to be under inves-
tigation since March, and has not been seen
im public since then. Such “disappearances”
im China often indicate that the official is fac-
ing an ingquiry. Li was chief of staff of the PLA
Mavy, and its third-ranking officer.

What is the CMC, and why is it important?

[SZWTE] SCIENCE |

MELTING GLACIERS CAN LEAD TOMORE
VOLCANICERUPTIONS:NEWSTUDY

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY B

THE RAPID medting of glaciers and icecaps
as aresult of global warming can result in
muore frequent and more explosive vol-
canic eTuptions, according to a new study.

West Antarctica, where approxi-
mately 100 volcanoes are buried under
thick ice, is at| the greatest risk thhcsl:
volcanic
The ice is expected to disappear due to
continuously rising global temperatures,

Partsof North America, New Zealand,

and Russiacould alsoobserve anincrease. Deception Island in Antarctica,
in volcanicity, Pablo Moreno-Yaeger of  captured by the American Landsat 8
the University of Wisconsin-Madison in sale]hte in March 2018. The

the US, said during a of the

haped island is the

findings of the study at the 2025

:a]deraufanamw volcano. vasa

The CMC ranks higher than China's
Defence Ministry. “This is why in the wake
of the 2020 Galwan incident [in which Indian
and Chinese troops clashed violently in
Ladakh|, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri,
whowasIndia's to Bejjing at the
time, met with CMC officials,” Jacob said.

The Defence Minister is usually part of the
OMIC Howvever, after the previouws Minister, Li
Shangfu, was removed from the CMC in

China's President,” Jacob said. October 2023 and dismissed
Saxena recalled that when from the Communist in

power was being transferred EXPLAINED June 2024 [alsofml:urr'i:trilu'nj\.

Yiaoping, the leader GLOBAL his successor, Dong Jun, wasnot

who initiated China’s eco- mace a CMC member.

nomic liberalisation in 1978, he initially re-

fused to let go of his position in the CMC. Why is corruption often cited as the
“Deng believed that ultimately, being  reason for these purges?

President of China or general secretary of the
Communist Party doesn't mat ter because by
being the CMC chairman, you have the army
at your commangd,” Saxena said.

The CMC also comprises two vice chair-
menand four memibers, who head variows de-
partments. Protégé networks or dlient-patron
networks within the party play animportant

AMITABH SINHA

THE INTERNATIONAL climate negotiations,
held under the UN Framework Conmvention
on Climate Change (UNMFOCC), have been fac-
ing a credibility crisis in recent years.

Goldschrmicdt Ci soumently

underway in Prague, Czechia.

The conference, the largest interna-
tional conference on geachemistry, isor-
ganised by the Geochermnical Socety, a L5~
based international community of
scientists who study geochemistry, and
the nonprofit European Association of
Geochemistry headguartered in France.

Researchers examined Chile's Mocho

Chashuenco volcano to estimate the age
ofvaolcanic racks produced before, during,
and after the last ice age. They found that
due to a thick ice sheet over the volcano,
pressure had suppressed the volume of
eruptions between 26,000 and 13,000

wears agn. This led to the formation of a

Climate change & volcanoes
That melting ice could affect volcanic

large reservoir of magma 10-15 km below
the surface of the volcano. However, once

activity was first sugpested by scientistsin+ this joe sheet melted about 13,000 years
the IEI?Os.\'\c'hcngal:lrrsur)occapsmr]t agn, explosive eruptions took place.

the p weight of the ice ex- .

erts on underground magma chambers — The effects on climate

of volcanoes, reduces. As undcry’uund

\v\:ll.canu: cnl]:tlr.lns €an cause tempo-

gases and magma expand,
eruptions can take place.

The planet has alreacly seen such ooour-
rences. During periods of major deglacia-
tion in Iceland  the last of which ocourred
between 15,000 and 10,000 years before
the present), volcanic eruption rates were
30tn 50 times higher than they are today.

Studies have also found that the de-
crease in pressure due to ice loss can re-
sult in the production of magma. This is
because rocks held at lower pressure tend
to melt at lower temperatures.

The other factorwhich seems to affect
wolcanic  activity is precipitation.

Pm:\pltanm also modified by climate

ch

Fary
mcmphcm,whlda blocks sunlight.

These eruptions also emit sulphur
dioxide into the atmosphere which is
maore effective than ash particles at cool-
ing the surface of the Earth. Sulphur dim-
ide in the stratosphere reacts with water
to formn sulphuric acid aerosoks, which re-
flect incoming solar radiation.

around by wind:
cooling worldwide. Eventually, the
droplets grow large enough to fall to
Earth.” according to the US Center for
Science Education.

tions can

dustinto

“The acrosols can stay in the strato-

sphere for up to thr\:l:' wears, moved

Theirc been largely under-
whelming as they have not delivered the
kind of action required to curb global warm-
ing. Developed countries that fail to meet
their targets, or deliver on their commit-
ments, have not been held to account.
Developing countries, particularky the small
and most vulnerable of them, have repeat-
edly complained that their concerns are of-

Corruption has been a concemn in China
for decades.

Shartly after assuming powerin 2013, X1
unleashed a massive anti-corruption cam-
paign. “The foous has [now | shifted from the
political and legal apparatus to the military to
the financial secbor, but all groups continue to
be targeted,” Jacob said.

The purges suggest an element of insta-

hatit gl grap-  bility and inefficency inthe system. But they
idly for decades now, and significant also Xi's ability to easily remove:
sums of money and serious responsibilities  high officials.
are at play, with great power accorded toin- “¥idemands not just keyalty but also hon-

dividuals and institutions,

‘While tackling corruption might help Xi
consolidate power in some instances, it is not
the only motive driving the purges, Jacob
sail, Saxena said that if cormuption were onky
afront, itwould not be prudent for Xi o re-
maove loyalists such as former Minister of
Defence Li or Foreign Affairs Minister Qin
Gang(inJuly 2023). Both men were elevated
as they enjoyed Xi's support.

‘Within the Communist Party, various fac-
tions — based on common regional back-
grounds or closeness to senior leaders — con-
tinupusly jostle for power. “In this
sub-leadership-level factionalism,each faction
will try toreveal s]u:lcmns inthe Dthcrpn'sun‘s
doset. Xi 1but to
take action. A key reason he isin power today
is that he told party elders he would root out
corruption from the party,” Sawena said.

esty o gowith efficiency and progress. Such
culling at the top might indicate a deep-
rooted malaise within the system, but it also
signals to the public that the supreme leader
is serious about improving it. Simul-
taneously, lower-ranked officials get the
message that there exists a path to promo-
tion based on both loyalty to the party and
following party discipline,” Jacob said.

What inc
in a non-democratic setup have to demon-
strate zero tolerance for cormuption?

There is a sense of political insecurity in
China currently, Saxena said. “From Beijing's
perspective, itisin a precarious position with
regard to domestic economic concerns,
Taiwan, and the economic and political state
of the world. It cannot afford an inefficient
bureaucracy or military right now,” she said.

‘Well-functioning defence, political, and
economic systems will also help ensure the

(LW [S0) CLIMATE

Reforming UNFCCC process

Inrecent years, climate negotiations have failed to achieve sufficient progress in tackling climate change and its
impact. Several ideas have been proposed to reform these talks but it's unlikely that they will be implemented

ten ignored, and that the have
failed to deliver climate justioe,

Also, the withdrawal of the United States
from these negotiations, following the return
of Donald Trumip to the White House this
year, has threatened to make the entire
process irmelevant.

As a result, there has been an effort to
re-infuse trust and confidence in the sys-
ternin the lead-up to the COP30 meeting in
Brazil which will take place in November.
As the host of the COP30, Brazil has been
actively engaged with other countries mex-
plore the possible steps that can be taken
in this direction.

The annual mid-year climate meeting in
Bonn, Germany, which wrapped up last
month, discussed the ideas and suggestions
submitted by countries, climate groups, and

ignificant

However, sustained volcanic erup-

a.ndn:an with the mag [rig.
EeT an eruption,” Thomas Aubry, a re-
searcher at the University of Exeter
{England), told Polytedhnigue Insights.

large amon o=

house gases, including carbon dioxide
and methane, which could increase the
warming of the planet. This can become

avicious cycle — as global temperatures

Findings of the research
The latest study has confirmed these
findings.

rise, there will be a higher rate of melting
ofice, which could cause more eruptions
and further global warming.

organisations, to reform
the systern and make it more effective.

Suggestions for reforming
climate negotiations

The Bonn meeting, held in the second half
of June, acknowledged that the “growing
scale and complexity™ of the dimate negoti-
ations presented challenges. [t also empha-
sised the need to “improve the efficiency of
the UNFOCOC process ina transparent and in-
clusive manner”.

However, the proposals that were in-
cluded in the discussions were not radical.

Thecl

lenary of the

it on June 26, UV Qimate Change

i ityof China’ ty ucture.

UNFCOCC process.

Brazil said long-standing issues such as
excessively long agenda items, overlapping.
themes, st i i B
that prevent meaningful participation of
smaller delegations, needed to be addressed.

The country has also talked about main-
streaming climate conversations in other
multilateral forums, including different UN
agencies and financial institutions.

It has floated the idea of creating addi-
tional multilateral mechanisms that can
complement the UNFOCC process, and push
the implementation of the decisions taken
at climate meetings.

Brazil has also drawn upa listof 30items
onwhich itwould work with other countries
toaccelerate climate actions.

Developing nations' demand to
increase climate finance

For developing countries, the single
biggest issue currently is the lack of adequate:
maoney to finance their climate actions, and
dtﬁl]urt'otd.c\«tlnpcﬂoounmcs to deliver

Amongst the things proposed was stream-
lining agenda items to eliminate overlap-
ping or redundant issues, and asking coun-
tries and observer groups to restrict the

record of climate action be not allowed to
hold the COP meetings. In the last few years,
the choice of Dubai and Baku for holding COP
meetings has come undcr criticism as their

length of their statements to al for more
time for negotiations. Notably, it was also
proposed that countries limit the size of
their negotiating teams. The discussions re-
mained inconclusive, and would continue
in the COF30 meeting.

Civil society organisations and climate
advocacy groups, which have been at the
forefront of the demands to reform the UN-
FCCC process, have been asking for more fun-
damental changes. At Bonn, a letter signed
by maore than 200 such groups, suggested
five major reforms. One of them was a de-
mand to allow majority-based decision-
making when attempts to find a consensus
remain elusive.

The UNFCCC works through consensus,
which means no decision is accepted till
EVETY COUNLTY accepts it [n a way, every
country has a veto. Getting all of the more
than 190 parties to agree to every part of a
decision has always been a big challenge.
This isoften blamed for the lack of ambition
inthe outcomes of climate negotiations.

The civil society groups suggested that
countries that do not have a good track

ontheir fimate finance.

To comply with thc provisions of the
2015 Paris Agreement, the Baku meeting
had to decide on a new finance mobilisa-
tion target for developed countries, which,
as of now, are under obligation to, collec-

economies are largely by thefos-  tively, raise at least 3100 billion a year to

sil fuel industry. help developing countries.
Thcscgrmlpsa]mal]rdfmmdmlngﬂt ‘While the needs of developing countries

participation - were beatleast §1.3 il

tatives of fossil fuel companies and other
polluting industries in COP meetings. There:
have been allegations that these companies
influence the outcomes of COP meetings in
their favour.

Any decision to reform the UNFCCC
process will have to be approved through
consensus by all the parties, and itis unlilkehy
that any of the more radical suggestions
waould go through,

Brazil's bid to rebuild trust in
the system

As the host of the COP30, Brazil has to
take leadership in ensuring its success. The
outcome of this meeting will be measured
largely by the faith and confidence that coun-
tries, mainly developing and vulnerable ones,
are ahle to put back into the process.

In arecent letter to all the parties, Brazil
acknowledged the need for reforms, and
asked them to “consider” the future of the

developed countries agreed to mobilise a
sum of just $300 billion a year, and that too
from 2035 onwards.

Developing countries have contimued to
put pressure on the developed world to take:
additional steps to increase the availabilicy
of finance. They stalled the discussionsin the:
Bonn meeting last month, and managed to
force a special meeting on the issue.
However, it remained inconclusive. The mat-
ter is likely to dominate the discussions at
the COP30.

BRICS, agroup of nine large and influen-
tial developing economies, also wed in
on the subject at its recently concluded
meeting in Brazil.

In a separate declaration on climate fi-
nance, the BRICS countries asked developed
countries to fully deliver on their finance:
commitments under the UNFCCC and the
Paris Agreement, while increasing their con-
tribution to adaptation finance.

Ship “arrested’ after Kerala claims damages: how do admiralty suits work?

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
NEW DELHI JULY 8

THE Kerala High Court on Monday ordered
the conditional “arrest” of Liberian con-
tainer ship MSC Akiteta I, currently an-
chored at Thiruvar 's Vizhin-

km southnrest of Alappuzha.

The ship went down with more than
600 containers, someof which carried plas-
ticpellets, hazardous substances, and diesel.

What !
The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and
of Maritime Claims) Act, 2017 gov-

Jam port, over compensation claims arising
from the sinking of the MSC Elsa 1l in May.

The order came after the
Kerala government filed an
admiralty suit — a legal pro-
ceeding pertaining to mar-
itime law and disputes
the High Court. The suit named the
Mediterranean Shipping Company, one of
whose firms operates and manages the MSC
Akiteta I, Another company of the same
group operated the MSC Elsa [iL

The government has sought compensa-
tion of B59,531 crore for the alleged pollu-
tionof Kerala's marine ecosystem due to the
sinking of MSC Elsa lfon May 25, around 25

EXPLAINED

erns maritime disputes in [ndia. Under the
Act, admiralty suits can be filed for maritime:
«claims=suchas damagetoships,
ownershipand agreerment dis-
putes, boss of life, wage issues,
and environmental

The 2017 law the
olonial-era Admiralty Court Act, 1861, and
Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890

The previous laws gave jurisdiction
only to the High Courts of Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras, as these were the
only major ports in India earlier. Mow, the
HCs of Kerala, Karnataka, Odisha,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh also hawe
Jurisdiction over maritime disputes.

sation for such damage,” etc.

Apart Tmmtrt.i\dmllalty)\n: other laws

andac-

countability in such cases. Under the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, ship owners
are liable for oil pollution damage in the
eventof leaks, The Emvironment Protection
Act, 1986 empowers authorities to take ac-
tion against polluters.

The Mational Green Trl:una.] (NGT) can
also be hed to seek

compensation. In 2016, the Tribunal or-
dered a PFanama-based shipping compary

The jurisdictii
mdu:r:mmna]\o\mclsdr]mrmspmmc
jurisdictions, The limit of territorial waters
is up to 12 nautical miles from the nearest
point of a low-water line along the coast.
This also includes the seabed, subsoil (the
layer of =il under the topsoil on the sur-
faoe), and airspace above it

What does the law say about claims

The Kerala grvernment has sought com-
pensation for environmental damage un-
der Section 4 of the Admiralty Act. This sec-
tion states that the HC “may exercise
jurisdiction to hear and determine any
question on a maritime claim, against any
vessel, arisingout of. ..damage. .. caused by

the
taken to.... remove such damage; compen-

epaper.indianexpressicom N Il

topay Rs IMcmn:ln damages foran ullsr.ull
after MV Rk samk off
coast in 2011,

Sowhatdc
say?

The Kerala government's admiralty suit
sought the arrest of the MSC Algtetn If until
compensation was paid to the state. Inmar-
itimelaw, tl\:arrrstalashlprﬂmma]cgal

proc rother competent

authority detains a vessel to secure a mar-
itime claim against it or its owner. The court
Foun:l merit in the maritime claims of the
ofthe MSCAkiteto Hunnl Rs9,531 crorewas.
deposited or security was fumished by the:
owners of the vessel.

“Itis averred in the plaint that the dam-
age occurred on account of oil pollution
caused by the said vessel and pollution
«caused by the cargo in 643 containers car-
ried in the said vessel. It is averred that the
compensation is computed in accordance:
with the Central Pollution Control Board
Guidelines.” the court order said.

Of the Rs 9,531 crore claim, Rs 8,626.12
crore has been sought for environmental
damage caused due to the sinking of MSC
Elsalll, and Rs 378 48 crore for the remedi-
amn work to minimise,  preventorremove

G caused to th
the capsized ship. An amount of Rs 526.51
«crore has been sought for economic losses
caused to fishermen in Kerala,
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More of Trump
trade uncertainty

The latest move underscores the need for countries
tohavea strong bargaining chip in talks with the US

en President Donald Trumpannounced

reciprocal tariffs on April 2, he marked the

end of an era in global trade where the US

was both a vanguard of the rules-based
multilateral trade order and the largest market for
many exporters, This arrangement did not just help
exporters, the US too had access to cheap goods. Before
the tariffs could kick in, Trump put them on hold til
July 9 during which period bilateral deals were to be
negatiated on terms beneficial to the US.

A day before the deadline was supposed to expire,
the US announced almost identical tariffs on 14
countries — they range from Japan to Myanmar in
economic importance and India is et to get a “letter” —
and threatened significant additional tariffs in case
they retaliate, To be sure, Trump has kicked the can of
tariffimposition down the road once more, this time to
August L. A few days ago, he announced a
differentiated mr!ﬂ’denlwith \.I"lelmm' 20% for
v goads and 40%
redirected Chinese exports to the US), Awmpomry
truce with China had been struck even earlier.

1s there a larger takeaway from all this? Three
observations can be made.,

One, Trump seems to have overestimated his deal
making abilities with other countries, The tariffs are
pretty much what they were in April, and the
announcements have been unilateral rather than
bilateral. Two, the US's approach to trade has now
clearly shifted from a *target China’ strategy to ‘target
everyone’, While Trump has agreed to a 55% ariffon
Chinaas part of a tem porary truce, tariffs on ather
countries are also significantly high, even though
lower than China. The restof the world will clearly take
note of this. Three, and this is the mostimportant, is
the message that in order to negotiate with the US, one
has to have a strong bargaining chip now. Trump's
détente with China came after the latter held back its
critical rare earth mineral supplies, the lack of which
would have crippled electronics manufacturing in the
US, Countries which do not have such cards against the
US are being dealta much worse deal.

To be sure, Trump’s ultimate test would be whether
the US economy can survive the inflationary impact of
these tariffs as and when they kick in, The August1
deadline might well be extended once again,
Uncertainty is the only certainty now,

Need to make cities
pedestrian friendly

ndian citles, including the national capital, are
lincrmslngl\\r becoming uncaring of pedestrians, as

this newspaper reported on Monday, Pedestrian
demands are limited, but by no means insignificant
when it comes to mobility planning — accessible,
unobstructed, levelled and continuous walkways, Yet,
India’s mobility infrastructure seems to ignore such
needs, apart from infrequent afterthoughts in some
cities, Itis perplexing why civic administrations fail to
provide for walkers in India's cities, Unlike roads,
highways, and expressways that now overwhelmingly
cater for privuwwhiculurlmmc {Fundlng for the roads
sector has over the last
couple of decades), lum'pulmdm tneed large
investments. Neither are they complicated civil
construction work., Yet, civic agencles rarely get factors
determining pedestrian friendliness — suchas
dimensions and accessibility — right. The less said
about maintenance and upkeep, the better.

Walking infrastructure is a sorry state for multiple
reasons. First, pedestrian needs are easy tooverlook.
They don’t have the heft of private-vehicle owners to
influence policy. As a result, while the demand for
wider roads gets political attention, well-designed
walking space remains a fringe concern. Moreover, the
powers that be, including those making and executing
civic policies, have a clear disconnect with pedestrians,
rarely having to walk anywhere, Second, a multiplicity
of civic governance authorities means routine digging
of footpaths and road-cutting even as no one takes
ownership of repair. Third, whatever infrastructure is
available is often hijacked for parking, vending, ete.

The solutions are straightforward, subject to palitical
and administrative intent, Tostart with, Indian Road
Congress standards for pedestrian infrastructure must
be adhered to strictly. Parking policies on paper must
be implemented to declutter the cityseape, including
footpaths. Multiple civie agencies must be brought

r— Bengaluru's Tender SURE attempts this —
toensure road cutting is minimised. Walking
infrastructure can'tremain noone’s baby any longer.

Power games that
the big boys play

With India vying fora
place on the global high
table, its representatives
in Bretton Woods
Institutions must
recognise these are
institutions of
international governance
and not just partners for
economic development

e 2025 Warld Econortic
Cruttook of the Intemational
Miooctary Fund (IMF} lised
Indin as the fourth-largest
econamy in the world with
a GDPF of $4.187 trilllon,
pushing Japan to the ffth place. And
the World Bank's 2025 Poverty and
Eiquity Brief notes that India has
ncqliw{d rmércdpmm redduction with

the share of those living in extreme
poverty (under $L15 per day) having
Tobiern franm 6.2% I 201812 to just 3%
In 2022-23.

Such affirmation should naemal
luavie maant anly khush (happiness)
with the Bretion Woods Institutlons
(EW1s). But, It has been kabhi khuishl
kabhi gham P

termination of the services of our
executive director (ED) at IMF ot the
wery mamant that matters pertalning
ot babbout for Pakdstan were coming
up. Thire are allegations he misused

Trom pursulng our demistic devebop-
ment agendsa, we must also play the
power game of natkans,

Second 1s having a clear understand-
Ingg o the structure of the BWls, where

been on

hanks to buy a book of his In extraor-
dinarily large quantities. There are
abso reparts of his having falken foul of
Internal protocols at IMF related o
handling of inslder Information and
work methods, The Fund's ethics
I:Dmmmne wans Hkely to nct,

wating, N,
& one-country-one-vobe system, Rather,
a8 (118 In o corporate structure, voting
Is determined by quotas (analogous te

hed bick o

player. Prac peaaking, th
tive baard must be on board for most
| mutters. For matiers of

The US hnnwln;nm;(nmnnd
16.5%, a ockdng stake for major dec-
slons which, ot IMF, mist get

he government with a super majority of BS%.

l|ll|ﬂ nptlon ather than L3 Japan and China folkew with
avekding the gnoming of its lightly cver 6%, Germeany has
ED facing strictures on ethl- around 5%, and the UK and
cal lssues, France have 4% each, gving.
Galling. from Incia’s per- Manjee\' along with cthers, the Europe-
nrmcllw: was the IMF decl- Puri ang a share of around 25%.

fo anithorkse the release Indlias wate share ks 26%,

of $1 billlon as a financial The Bsue of quota reform
ballout toe Pakistan soon has been on the tble for years

sirategle Importance, this means not
ol reaehing ot b boand members in
Wshington and other eapials bug also
having the secretariat in alignment
wilth your perspective.

As a develaplng country, India's
Interest in BWIs has focused on the
domestie implications of the laster's
actions, especially on helping us with
oar development priorities. Natural
the cunoJ’lm: of dealing with thu?c
Institutlons bs the mindstry of finance.
But, with Inﬂamwvylng[nmplmnun

el g with economilc ssues.
Bt o, bt s timie for therm (0 ko take
In diphomatic expertise bath in New
Delhi and within the offkce of our exec-
uthve directons to the IMF, the World
Bank and the ADB. Smultancously,

 tough call as the latter rebufT such
efforts by pointing to thedr own recrult-
mientof the “est and brightest”, Such
recrultment has, of course, seen many
Indlans rise in these institutions and
ke ua proud, But, for an institution
al intermational governance, “mine”
can't really be substituted by “good”.

after the Pahalgam terror sttack on  and leeps getting pushed back, There  the global high table, it s important In thi pat, senlor afflcers of the gov-
April 22, desplte India's strong pro- 18 ethe doubs that reform will seowsly — that thee country's rep Ives in - ernment with s of experk
test. A few days later, there were  diminlsh the Eurogs Bug, fromour  th Fthese bod- — ence with multilateralism in the
veparts of the World Bank agreeing o perspective, though it will bolser our— les now not merely push actions that— finance mindstry and/for the Reserve
a 10year, $40-billlon development  share, it will also hike China's share  have positive domiestic bearlngs for us mmml':lndlnulm Tt usiaally see-
1 Paklstan, Fellowing this, . This would be difficult bt also serve our of s Such dmlm
thie Aslan Development Bank (ADB)  for us to stomach palitically. A ih and external  must now
authorised $B00 malllion in early June, ALIMF, there bs o 24+ h tuned whru lnr Indin's domestic
again, sklestepping strong criticlsm o(mcuthmdlmu;[lhu\ﬂurld Bul:k hmnluouurglgulmudn“hwu'lhu

by India. Are there lessons for us in
thm happenings?

1 b

of thelr Inlgmn‘l&wnl‘d_s Pukistan,
onerlooking its role in fomenting and
4 in Indi

ller, s India climbs the
nluhilmdmhl lnchder — i Interrall
llg:hnlﬂwlsnmlmtltmlonunﬂnmr

has 25 members), representing the
major quota-hodders. India, tradition-
ally, has been on these boards, repre-
senting a group of four countries —
India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka, These exccutive beards chear
ik

ative, A mietapharlc Kartavys Path
(previausly Rajpath) dividing the MNorth
Block {where the Anance ministry Is
based) and South Block (where the
extemal affalrs minkstry & based),
vt b bridged, For years, the custo-
dian of thn government pum the

comtent with evenness between khiushi
aned ghim, but must strive for more
efrarshd aned less gham,

Margfery Purd i former ambassador of

llldhl\ﬂlhd-'nnwmn Unior arid depaity

" Added to this, there has been the

Just part-

h ekl ek

Apart

Arance minkstry placed
|ts afficers in Iu:y Indlian dlplomnllc

Ik to the

UN The views expressed are persoral

Why India must drive
the future with EVs

bile market, contributing nearly 7% to
GDP and sw;lporllng millions of lveli-
haoods. But the sector stands ata pivotal
Inflection point. A global technological
transformation is rapldly shifting the auto
Industry away from internal combustion
engines (ICE} :Dwulda the final frontier of
ton. And this transk
than I8 ncnultml |I|R hnlur than many

I naia s the workd's third-largest automo-

wpocted.
Gl.ubally th' shift Im:l.edrk: vehleles (EVs)

l‘.'m: Agency's Global I.\l' Outhmk 2025,

IHN “ng cars sald in China last year
were electrle. Europe has surpossed 20%,
and the US has reached 10%. This is no
longer a nlehe trend: It 18 the new Industrial
reality. The reasons are clear: the need to
meet climate targets, improve ale qual.ll};l.
and foster green Industrinl growth, Wil
aero tallplpe enlsslons and nearly
three tmes the efflclency of ICE
vehicles, EVs are central to this
transformation.

To Its credit, Indin hos taken
Important steps. Cver the past dec-
ade, the government of India has
Invested more than 275,000 crore
in EV-supportive polices through
Initlatives such as FAME, PL1, PFM
E-Bus Sewa, and the recently
launched 2WHH0 crore PM
E-DRIVE scheme, State governments have
also intraduced Incentives and EV-friendly
pericles, relnfarcing the national vision,

These efforts are beginning to show
results. In 2024-25, EVs accounted For 6.1%
of twa-wheeler sabes, 23.4% of three-wheel -
ers, &% of passenger cars, and 5.3% of buses
— an overall market | on of 7.5%.

Amitabh
Kant

mnt (REE) exports by China has highlighsed
glabal valnerabilitles. These elements are
easentlal For batteries. While China may not
dominate raw production, it controls the
global processing of lthium (G5%), cobalt
(70}, and graphite (B0%). This presents an
opportunty far Idia, Thi only way India can
clalm a significant share of the global clean
mbility value chadn is by making a declsive
push toward full vehlcle eleetrification.

Indiia must act naw to ensure that the EY
transithon procesds ot the speed and scale
required. Four key pollcy actlons can drive
this momentum,

Strangthen CAFE standards: Corporate
Average Fuel Efficlency (CAFE) norms are
powerful tools o push automakers towards
cleaner technologles. The Bureau of Energy
Effickency (BEE) must finalise updated stan-
dards that eliminate super-credits for
hybrids and ather non-zero-emission veh
cles, Onlly true zera-emission vehl-
cles = EVa = should quallfy for
Incentives, A biannual review mech
anlsm should ensure these stan-
dards evolve in line with technology
and international best practices,

Muandate ZEV seles in Delhi NCR:
Delhl RCH, grappling with severe alr
pollution, must lead by example, A
Lero-Emlsslon Vehicle (ZEV) man-
date recuiring manufacturers wsell
a mindmum share of EVs — eventu-
ally phasing out ICE vehicles within o decade
— can accelerate adoption. This approach
hias succeeded n California and China, It's
time India replicates it in lts most poelluted
urban centres.

Enable credit trading among OEMa: A
ﬂmnmlccmdn Eracling systenm among manu-

‘While encouraging. this is still far from suffl-
clent. To meet climate goals, reduce all
Imparts, improve alr quality, and remain Rj.u

reward early d hiold
laggards accountable. Companbes exceeding
EV targets should be able to sell credits to
thise 1RIII ng shart, creating o performance-

rven, 1 that

bally competitive, India must dr {
aceelerate this transitlon.

Indlan manufacturers such as Tata,
Mahindra, Ather, and Baja) are rising to the
challenge, investing kn EV platforms, battery
production, and eritleal components, How-
ever, somie automakers contlnue to reskst the
shiftand instead focus on Interim technolos
ahes like hybrldu— an m:l:mﬂnr)' distrac-
thon Indla cannaot ol

Conventlonal hylxld vehiclos — mislead-
Ingly marketed in Indla as strong hybrids —
use small batteries (often under 2 KWh) that
are elther charged by the petrel engine or
through regenerative braking to assist it
Thils I8 bess than the hattery capacity of many
electric scooters,

and long-term EV |

Strengthen the charging Infrastriscure ne-
wark: Indla must sddress both private and
rubll.c charging neecds. Data frem the US and
cllan EV manufacturers show that over
BER-00% of charging happens at home. Ena-
bling sccess to charging in restdential park-
llg Is thus erucial. India should adopt a right-
e policy, similar to M) NG
thnt E?mem have guaranteed aecess o
charging facilities. In paralkel, all national
highways and expressways must be electrl-

Med o support long-distance travel.

TEDROS ADHANOM
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e future of health is digital, Al

has the potential to predict disease
i

outbreak
expand acce

iprove diagnosis and

Inclusive & effective forest
conservation, courtesy Al

Tor post-dlsasber recovery (landslides and forest
ﬂms] hidping privritise areas for r\rplnmnmn

mild the climate crisls and loss ol bliodi-
werslty, artificial Intelligence (Al) can
A ben valsbl

nservation, From acoustic survell-

lanae systema bo Al-asslsted reforestatlon pan-
ning. new technologkes are belng deployed
across Indin. Recently, several states have
started using Alenabled abert systems and
cameras for forest

disaster Intensity, topograpl
m!]vupcclu presence. Anather crucial mlc.M
i play I In addresslng forest encroachments
and land disputes, By procducing evidence
backed miodels of kind use, encroachment pat-
tern, and hatsitat changes, Al tools could sup-
Bwhal hil "

poachirs and trespassers, and andmils
o prevent humean-animal conflict, Tamdl Nadu
has used Al survelllance systenms ioavert fonest

Despte suich peam|sing exam s, India lacks
a national podicy cn Al for forest management,

fires. Thie Radbways dntr Al-gnabled I needed to kdentlfy
DMstributed Acousthe Sensing (DAS) fram blodiversity monltoring and
heanes anl athier deforestation Jrcthon to posching

willdbifie fmmmm:k by tradne
Tradithonally, forest gover nance

has relled on satellite Imagery and

ground patrolling. Whike valuable,

pmllm.nnmmmdlmplmml
ethical and legal standards.

A key concern ks the privacy of
tribial and forest-dwelling communi-

thwse are mostly reactive Alenhances — Mrinalini tles. Al-based survelllance may
thielr utibity by canverting large data- Naik Impinge on their rights IF imple-
sits into real-time, actionable Intelli- mented without safeguards, Its
genoe. To lustrabe, Ralnforest Con- dheplcyment st be comsented soand
nection empoys slar-powered, okl b sensitive o rights of forest dwellers
amartphones equipped with extra under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, 1t
milcraphanes o "llsten” to forests for vt not dissegard thelr privacy and
of chalnsaws, gunshats, or traditlonal knowledge systems, as

e rare specles’ movements. Llu."vam effective custodians of local
In Inclia, the Forest Survey of India eeology,  Community-informed
(FSI) 18 experimenting with Al-as- Ujjwal deploymment of AL developed in collab-
il stiec] satellive data o better estimate Bhardwaj ot with local stukeholders, i
forest cover and detect seasonal essentlal to prevent human allenatson

changes. Platforms such a8 Global
Forest Watch provide preclse and

and bulkd rust,
Currently, forest data [n Indla s

tmely Torest

Sante fi

ing, Al ap

blennlal fc r"-‘mwrm

tnllauhqmuw.ilndmmmmm defaresti-
thon rates, encroachment patterns and even

and
and the Natlanal Biadiversiy Amhurlly |u|d
Wi st of il Holddntasets that ack

EVs are a S0-million-jabs app
This translition s not just about reducing
enlasking — It represents o once-In-a-gener-

les over 50 kWh, Moreover, hybrids are not
chean vehbeles, Thisy still bum foast] fuels, emit
pallutants, and offer only madest efficlency
galng of 15-20%, which thmie duse

thom Tt . Thie EV ecosys-
tem could Rcm:mlc awer 50 milllon jobs by
2030 seroas sectors such o8 battery technol-
gy, research and development, software,
and services. [T India leads

o engine wear and rising emisstons. EVs, on
thieoghir hand, are slgnflcanthy mone encegy-
efTicient, have lower runnlig costs, and become
cheaner as Indin's ehectricity grid Increasingly
relies on renewable energy

They reduce oll dnpcudmcr.' enhance
energy security, and support a robuast, Job-
rich value chaln encompassing battery man-
ulacturing, charging infrastructure, digital
aervices, and recycling. Therefore, Its time
Tor India to leapfrog dlm:lly [ tmnnmrt
electrification — Just as It jumped fro
lines to mobile phones, bypassing pngum

The recent restriction on rare earth ele-

now, It can become o global hub for cean
mahility. Consuners will benefit too, As pro-
duetion scales and costs fall, EVs will becomi
more affordable. Combined with Indla's
growing renewable energy capacity, EVs will
become cheaper te operate — eapechally
when palred with smart charging and
domestic battery manufacturing,

It ds time for India to fully commit w an
ehectrlc future,

Armitabh Kat f2 former CHO, Miti Aapog and
merved as Inidfda's GI0 Sherpa. The views
expressed are persoral,

spots of forest
for comserving Though r.llml'umlu Illu.' !Gmm: Warch and
ty=rich but Wst- thedr
ernGhats. patentlal remalns un derutieed,
In areos owtskde wlldlllr: pmmcmd anes Adddisonally, unlile other sectors, Almnove
by tlonln it receved tar-
Ihi 0 Tamil Inchuslen o pectll
ﬂndunndchrnnhprh Mllvmmlmclwln- Al startugand chi
phan tadlored soluth
nm.ulmwd alerts vla SMS and displ Inclla the Kun-

aystens, Al can also protect Fomu pulrullurn
fram animal attacks (tigers and elephants) by
stk

ming-Mantreal Glabal Bsadiversity Frane-
work, To meet these, 18 must align ecolagleal

histarical dotn. Al-enabled geofencing and

ﬁtlm berts, offering guards preclous sec-
onds 1o retreat or take safety measures.

by AL In the Aravallls, to combat desertifi

rechnodagical patential, Al offers
scalable, effictent toals for conservation, But
without a rabust policy, it may also become a
ol of exclusion and erﬂth_ What Is
required ks convergence between Innovation
anl traclithon, echnodogy and ethics, and cen-
iral

Hhom, ATl belrg Lised o destgn ecologically sult-
nblunphl:ﬂlﬁnlndekhmﬁnduuumymll—

Mrtrsalirn Nk and Ujfwal Bfard are advocates

nnd Himachal Pradesh, Al lools can b bested

“ourt. Theviews
expressed are persoral
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Letters and the spirit
Mr Trump has pushed global trade into uncharted territory

As widely expected, United States (US) President Donald Tramp on Monday sent
letters outlining tariff rates ranging from 25 to 40 per cent to be imposed on imports
fromm over adozen countries, effective August 1. Cotifitties that have been informed
about the new tariffs include Japan and South Korea, which will be changed a 25 per
cent tariff on imports aside from the sectoral rates. India did not figure in this exer-
cise, and a statement by Mr Trump indicated that India and the US were close to
artiving at a trade deal. From the Indian perspective, this must be welcomed, and
the government muist becredited for acth with the US admi i
However, the nature of the deal and possible from i
unclear, News reports suggest details may be out Lute Tuesday night, India tirme.

With the end of the 90-day pause on the imposition of the so-called reciprocal
tariffs and the US sending letters, a few things ane now clear. Negotiating individ-
ual deals with trading partiers is not easy and, as many had feared, the US has
decided to act unilaterally, imposing high tariffs even on countries with which it
has free-trade agreements. Despite the hectic negotiations, the US has only been
abletoreach o deal with the United Kingdom and Vietnam, though questions have
been rised about the latter. There is adeal in place with China, but itismeretodo
writh the supply of rare-earth elements, The letters again reveal that the driving
force or the spirit behind Mr Trump's action is the trade deficit with respective
countties, Forhim, atrade deficit with any country is a reflection afun fairess and
can be corrected, at least partially, with tariffs.

Furthermore, the US will be open to increasing tariffs if trading partness decide
to retaliate and would consider lowering tariffs if trading partners open up their
marketsar invest in the US. The US actions now clearly show that it has nointerest
in preserving its leadership position in the multilateral global seonomic order. Its
approach is driven by narrow, possibly short-term calculations, much of which
hias no sound economic basis, Now that it is clear that the US tariffs will be much
higher than they were before Mr Trump's “Liberation Day” announcement, ot for
that matter, the 90-day pause period, itwould likely affect inflation expectations
and play a significant role in the US Federal Reserve's caleulations, delsying mon-
ctary easing. Potentially higher inflation and the expected increase in debt — in
part becauseof Mr Trump's “Big Beautiful Bill*, which wassigned into law recently

would push up berrowing costs. This may lead to Mr Trump further inereasing
pressure on the Fed, which he believes is not doing the right thing by holding
policy interest rates.

For India, it remains to be seen how a new deal with the US will impact its
domestic economy and exports. There are concerns in India over the potential

opening up of the agricultural sector, which supports the livelihood of about half
the country's population. Although it will be important to see the kind of tarff

advantage India is offered compared to its peers, potential gain may remain
limited. Note that the US policy is driven by its trade deficit, and an increase in
deficit with any country may attract revised, higher tarifts, Mr Trump has pushed
the global trade order into uncharted territory, and it remains to be seen how
things evolve in the ncnrw medium term, A lot will depend on how other large
hitt foi. ndi beapen unitics

SRS I

inthe new order.

Nutrition transition

Focus should now be on diet quality

The National Statistics Office recently released the Nutritional Intake in India
report, Analysing the data from the Household Consumption Expenditire Sur-
veys (HCES) for 2022-23 and 2023-24, the study offers several insights invo India's
evolvingdietary patterns, The firdings suggest stability in average daily per capita
calorie intake, with rural India recording 2,233 keal in 2022-23 and a marginal dip
02,212 keal in 2023-24. Urban India shows a similar plateasu, with 2250 keal and
2,240 keal for the respective years, While this seems reassuring, India's nutrition
landse: lects both progress and persi cl Aparticularly encour-
aging trend isthe imp e itk the lowest-income groups.
The bottom five fractile classes in rural India and the bottom six in urban arcas
have seen a rise in sverage calorie intake, reflecting improved food access for the
most valnerable sections,

More importantly, the wide disparities in calorie consumption between the
pootest and the wealthiest have narrowed significantly, signalling a welcome
reduction in nutritional inequality, The data also reinforees a long-observed cor-
relation. Higher monthly per capita consumption expenditure translates into
greater acoess to calorie-rich diets, though both spending en cereals as a percen-
tage ul‘tﬂtnlﬂpc:mjllum and pclccnt.uucur caloriesderived from cereals decroase.
With i ile incomes rising for seg ments of the
population, tlllsdynumir Isnpcttcdtu strengthen. While calories are crucial, they
tell only part of the story. Regarding the quality of diets, the data suggests a shift
in protein consumption patterns. Cereals continue to dominate protein intake,
accounting for 46-47 per oent in rural India and 39 per cent in urban areas in both
periods. Yet, their contribution has declined significantly, signallinga dietary tras-
sition, Protein intake from eggs, fish, meat, and other sources has risen noticeably,
secompuanied by an increase in milk and dairy consumption,

Increasing dictary diversification isa positive development, particularly given
the concerns over protein-energy malnutrition in India. But this transition is
uneven. Wide inter-state disparities remiln, underscoring how geography, local
food systems, cultural practices, and economic conditions shape dictary out-
comes. Forinstance, Odisha and C fwene fi I highest per-
centage share of calorie intake from cercals, around 57 per cent and 51 per cent,
respectively. Meanwhile, the lowest contribution of cereals in calorie intake was
found in Punjab (35,5 percent) inthe rural sector, and in Punjab (34.7 per cent) and
Haryana (33.4 per cent) in urban areas, Similar to protein intake, interstate vari-
ations are also ohserved in fat intake in niral and urban areas, Between 2009-10
and 2023-24, fat intake rose by more than 15 gm across the country, with urban
arcas registering considerably higher fat consumption than rural areas. Higher
bady I'uls.untcmnu:mstu bethe mustll.kdy&.uuacbchlhdl‘laingdﬂﬁh} Fites. The
overall trend si ppertunity topror and

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE Dty (01 W, BL SINESE-STAMDARD.COM

ILLISTIRATIGN: BINAY SikHA

Three nationalisations

There are lessons from how governments over the vears
have dealt with SBI, LIC and Air India

About seven decades ago, the Indlan governmant
under Prime Minlster Jawaharlal Wehm natonalised
three major entitles, One of them — State Bank of
Indla(SR1) = Is celebrating the 70th anniversaryof its
relncarnation this month. The second — Life Insur-
anceCorporation (LIC) —will mark 7o years of natlon-
nllmiun In 2026, And lhE thl:d. should have

yearumtrut could nutd.owonnll wanprivallned.lusl
ayeark Foasa
wis Al Indla,

Th trajectory of these three enter-
prises that embarked on thelr In:llvld- ’
ual | s overthel ades
tells the story of how Indlan govern-
mints over the years have looked at the
ownership pattern of economic entlies
— andwhat could determine the future
of thelr ownership pattern. A close
examination of the key factors at play
wotlld be instructive.

.

erises and achleve [ts governanoe goals,

These included 5B meeting the credlt needs
during the Indla-China war In 1962 through a special
schemne; shipping 20 lﬂnnesurcnnmcmed. gold toa

Pwlss bank to help nd A0 million in May
voun; radsing &1 bbllliun underthe lm!ladwe!upmmt
bonds schems later that yearto by

OPINION 9

gated an ordinance to natlonalise as many as 245
Indian and forelgn insurers operating In the life
Insurance sectorand merge them Intoa single entlty
= LIC. The government justified the decislon onthe
wrounds that there was widespread cormuption inthe
sectorand life Insurance services o the people were
adversely affected.

Inaquiet operation, C D Deshmukh, the finance
minister at that time, L‘huwetu addressthenationon
All Indfa Radi ‘sdeci-
slom to nathonallse the:llfeimu:nneeindustry and
create LIC. For about 37 year, LIC enjoved a mon-
opoly over life Insurance services in India, untll
other private sector players were allowed Into the
market in 1993 But L1C has continued to retain its
number one status in the life Insurance sector over
the past 32 years.

In 2022, the government decided to list LICon the
bourses and shed a 3.5 per cent stake through a public
offer. Ith horisation tosall upto ofis
stake to forebgn [nvestors, but less than halfa percent
of that limit has been used so far, Over the next few
years, the government has the flexibility to reduce Its
shake from 96.5 per cent toover S0 per cent. But ghven
thecurrent luk roiach et amd
thegovernment sresuulcesimshlan such stake dilu-
thon ks unlikely,

LIC i a profitable company and its current share
Inthe first-year life insurance premium Income inthe
country is over 57 per cent. The combined first-year

its precarious balance of payments Hlluaﬂm’l. and
launching the Resurgent India Bond schenme In 1908
o ralse $4.2 billlon from non-resident Indlans to
bolster the government s forelgn exchange neserves.

It also ook the lead In promoting the
government's financlal Incluskon plan
by opening Jan Dhan accounts, the lar-
gest amongall banks. Andwhen the gov-
emment launched the controversial
electoral hond scheme in 2018, which
permitted anomymous donations to
political parties, it was once agaln SBI
that was suthorlsed to operte it tll the

country's apex court declared [t uncon-

A common factor uniting the three RAEIN“ HILI" stitutional in 2024,
entithes Is that they all tothe AKBHATTACHARYA Yet, questions have been radsed
services sector. One was providing avi- about the governance structure of SH1.
atlon services and the ather bwo fnan-  Should the g as Its majority shareholder,

clal services — offering banking nm:l life Insurance
facilities to customers. They were all touching the
lives of people in ways many heavy industries or
manufacturing companies would not. The govern-
ment’s appraach to thelr ownership was perhaps
Influenced by that realisation. Interestingly, Nehni's
nationalisation was largely focused on taking over
businesses operating in the services sector. Incontrast
to his daughter Indira Gandhi, whoe nationalised not
|ust bariks and general Insurance compankes, but alse
companies in theindustrial ormining sector, ke tex-
thles and coal.

Looking back, the strategy behind nationallsing
the Imperial Bank of Indla and renaming it SB1
seems to have pald off, Over the past seven decades,
SB1 has grown stronger, retaining its status as the
country's largest commerclal bank. From a national
podnt of view, SB1 has also played a major role in
helping the government of the day to manage mamy

continue to plw ‘A kery role In appolnting its top man-
agement. Inchuding the chief executive, or should it
allow the regulator, the Reserve Bankof India, totreat
it like any other private-s ector bank and declde on its
leadership? This has been a bone of contention once
inawhile betwesn the regulator and the government.

With ovar 57 percent of its squity belng owned by
the governiment and the rest widely held by the public,
SBI, has never been a candidate for privatisation or
even further disinvestment. The country's topbank s
treated s o strateghe asset and all governments have
belleved inretaining lsstatus as a public sector entity.
Theere ks litthe doubt that SBI's owneship pattern will
remaln unchanged, even though the debate nwrlhe

Income business of all private-sector life
Imurmce providers s smaller thanthat of LIC. But, a5
Im the case of B, governments over the years have
used LIC to undertake operations at thelr hehest —
whether to support o falling market or to acquine
stakes In compankes to ward off a takeover threat, In
the years ahead, therefore, the government may
redhc lee I phases from level, bu
lewlll continue to be a majority owner of LIC,

The case of Alr Indla, which was set up by the
‘Tatasin 1052, iscompletely different, After the Nehru
government decided tonationallse both theclvil avi-
ation Industry and Alr Indla, the alrline expanded It
Internatlonal operations. However, its financlal per-
formance was poor and got worse after the aviation
Imdustry was thrown epen to private players in 1994,
In 2007, the government merged Indian Alrdines,
another state-owned aviation company operating
domestic services, with Alr India. But the losses kept
mounting and after several unsuccessful attempts,
the government fnally managed to privatise Alr
Indla in 2022 Adr Indla's journey since the Tatas
bought it back has been rocky. The government has
avery reason to feel relleved that it no longer has to
use taxpayers’ money to finance the losses of a state-
owned enterprise.

The natlonallsation story of these three entities
has one clear message. 1fan entity i to be retained
uncer state ownership, the government must ensurne
It remalng profitable, does not become adrain on the
exchequer's resources, and playsa strategic role inthe
government's overall plans for economic develop-
ment, Enterprises that do not fulfil these conditions

nature of regulatory lgh

appolnting inlllwlvmcunlinue
LIC, Indla's Iargest life insurance company, will

complete 70 yenrs as a nationallsed entlty in Janu-

ary 2026, In 1956, the Nehru government promul-

1w contine toof sector
undts. This was broadly the spirit of the government's
public sector policy enunclated in 2021, The lessons
from these three nationalisations once again under-
lin the need for pursuing that policy.

Trump’s MASALA playbook

Over the past few days, Indla's government and
industry watched anxiously s the July 9 deadline
for tariff relief from the United States (US)
approached. Many expected alast-minute India-US
trude deal, but nonewas announced. Instead, Wash-
ington extended the reprieve to July 51 — buylng
time but increasing pressure on countries to slgn
deals on US terms.

What the US Is offering are not normal trade
dealsbut MASALA deals — Mutually Agreed Settle-
ments Achieved through Leveraged Arm-twisting.
These one-slded agreements offer tarlff
relief only If countrles agree to guaran-
teed US exports and politically wseful
wins for Presbdent Donald Tramp, with
litthe reggard for falrmess of reclprocity.

Liberation Day tariffs
The story began on April 2, when Prasi-
dent Trump stunned the world by
new country-specific tariffs
on 57 natlens — 26 per cent on Indlan
goods, 20 per cent on European Unlon
{EU) exports, and up to 54 per cent on
others. The fallout was immediate: China and Japan
offloaded a combined $i trilllon In US Treasury
bomds, shuking global markets and Wall Street alike,
Responding to the blowback, the White House
softened its stance on April 9, Imposing a go-day
pause and a uniform 10 per cent tadff on most
imparts, excluding China, This pause was presented
an a "window" for countries to negotlate fast-track
brlkateral deals with the US,

alternatives, such as pulses and plant-based options. Investment in agricultural
diversification and supply-chain improvement can enhance access to affordable,
nutrient-rich foods. Nutritional education should alsobe prioritised toencourage
adecquate intake of micronut dents and macronutrients to combat deficiencles and
lifestyle diseases.

“The Indira Gandhi of Aiims’

Onlytwo deals by deadline
D only two
countries signed deals with the US by the July B
deadline: Vietnam and the United Kingdom.
Initially facing a 46 per cent tarff, Vietnam negotl-
ated a deal under which US goods enter Vietnam
duty-free, while Vietnamese exports still face a 20

AR SRIVASTAVA

per cent tarlff n the US. The UK offered deep tardif’
cus on 1500 US products — yet it secured minkmal
reciprocal benefits,

A dizmayed Mr Trump was forced to axtend the
tarlff pause until July 31 toget more countries tosign
deals, On July 7, he slgned personal warning letters
to 14 countries. Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Kazakhstan, and Tunlsia were told to expect 25 per
cent tarlffs from August 1 unless a deal was con-
cluded. Bosnla, South Afrlca, and others were
assigned 30-40 per cent duties, More such "final
warnlngs” are expected this week.

But the US also drew a red lne: Mo
retallation allowed. Countries that ralse
thelr tariffs in response rsk facing even

India is at a plvotal juncture
Although there's no official word yet, India has made
|ts offer, responded to US demands, and set Its red
lines. Any LS response — or deal announcement—
could come suddenly, possibly through a late-night
Trump post on Truth Social, Indla may prefer a joint
staternent, but that dependson Mr Trump's mood.
The contoursof the prospect lve deal are revealing.
India is reportedly willing tocut tarlffs on automobiles
andother wmand allow letha-
nol, almonds, apples, and wine imports. It may also
agree to regulabory reforms. In return, the US won't
reduce most-favoured nation tarffs — only the
speclal “Liberation Day” dutles. Even after cuts,
Indian exports will kely face a 10=15 per cent sur-

on? Because these aren't genulne trade
agreements — they are classle
MASALA deals. These Involve guaran-
teed purchases of US products and
structural concesslons by partners, In return for
temporary tarlff rellef. There's no reclprocity.

Japan and South Korea, for example, have
formal free-trade agreements (FTAs) with the US
{in 20 and 2012, resp vl elimin-
atlng tarlffs on over 90 per cent of US goods. Yet
bioth now face new 25 per cant tarlffs simply for
running trade surpluses, Mr Trump lsn't seeking
market nccess — he's demanding guaranteed
mieat, gas, alreraft, and more purchases,

Australin I8 an even stranger case. Despite

steaper LS dutles. charge over LIS baseline tariffs.
The US was negotiating with over 20 For example, al'te: the recant Brics Summit in Rio =
countties, Sowhy have only twoslgned chsed LS trade and

rrency — MrTrump
threatened a fresh 10 per cent tarlff on all Brics
For pursulng “ant {can” poliches,

Global trade flows getting affected

In May 2025, China's overall exports rose 4.6 percent
year-on-year, but i exports tothe US crashed by 34.5
per cant — a clearslgn of rlsing tensions. To offset the
loss, China other mark E
tothe EL mose 12 pereent, toAsean by 15 per cent, and
to India by 124 per cent. This redirection ralses con-
cerns of dumplng and unfalr competition in third-
country markets, showing how US tarlffs are
reshaping trade In disruptive ways.

granting duty-free access to 99 per cent of US goods — Time for strategic patience
under the 2005 FTA and running a $17.9 billlon  Unlike Vietnum, where exports comprise 938 per cent
trade deficitwiththe US, Canberra lsbelng pressed  ofgross don 1.0 per

tobuy mone US beef and other goods. In Washing:
ton's calculus, trade balances, FTAs. and past con-
cesslons no longer matter,

cent, That gives New Delhi more room to breat he.

The author Is the founder of GTRL
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cance, Days later, as the staff at Alims
tended to scanes of Injured Sikhs and
Hindus who were attacked In the anti-
Slkh riots, Dy Bhargava ensured that Slkh
staffand students on campus felt safe
and protected.

It s oneof the many anecdotes [n Dr
Bhangava’s compelling memolr that Hus-
trate her role in some of Indla's most
transformative medical momants, Now

Lahaore with her extended Tuminous images of the body ologists, but she notes how artificlal Intel-
family, whene her fathar was agalnst thi nkey black but lggence can bridge those gaps, partiou-
posted as n member ofthe strangely translucent back- larly between urban and rural healtheane,
Tadiclary under British rule. groundd,” In 1955, she salled to Tald with precision, candour, and
victorbes, she tracks the movements in “Partition shattered our gentle England to study radiology, wit, Dr Bhargava's sccount does not shy
the medical profession in India unfold- warld, uproated everyone and the only female student in away from controversy — or from
ingagalnst the backdrop of global sentus packing to India — Westminster hospital's mdlol-  acknowledging her own shortcomings,
advancement in medicine. Dr Bhargava alive but empty handed.” As oy department. a5 a doctor or a parent. While a few sec-
baullt her canear as & ploneering rad|- refugees, they were granted Keturming tolnciaa fow tlons feel disjolnted and some repetition
ologist, marking many firsts, chief land in Mizamuddin West in years later, Dr Bhargma set to creeps In. the book ks filled with eplsodes
among them belng nstrumental in Delhl, where the nest chapter workapplyingherexpertiseat  that would engage amyone withevena
brimging ultrasound and CT scanner to of the family's lfe began, Irwin Hospital. Ini96, she passing Interest in public health. From
India. which changed how disenses Adfierstuching MBBS at The Woman WheRan  joined the raciology depart- haspital politics and clashing egos tod i
were dingriosed. After 30 years atAllms,  Lady Hardinge Meclical Col-  MIMSTheMemairsof oy o i, at atimewhen  Rieult politiclans and controverslal

a Medical Ploneer

appolntments — thebmkd.emil.uthe

a5 years old, she mﬂmun!mwthe sl s Its director, Dr Bhargava went on lege, aseres of drcumstances by Sneh Bhargnua lhelleld. WI.'I Inawr)'nme
Few can clalm a first-day-at-work as Fleac Atuth the ol Slitaram Bhar-  Jed hertospecialise In radiol- Puiblished b
heant-stopping as Sneh Bhangava, The ke the Alims heavy one. with con- tha Instd f Schence and Research, ogy, afield that at that time |uw.,,m“\‘ mntandpdmltmmm
dayshe walked into All Indla Instituteof stant and shila N M- wis not recogn bsed as a vital 265 pages 160 aggy. D Bhangava played a key
Medical Selences{Adims) as the Instiu- file wlthnmrectumlcmnd.ltbom a clality Hosplial. maedical discipline and often rode in shaping the trans-
thon's first woman director in Octaber, deluge of patlents, shortages of funds The seed ) s procducing mene formation of Alims — bulld-
1984, then Prime Minister IndiraGandhl,  and nursing staff.a were herblggest  “black and white pletures”, It Ingupseverl deparments,
the person whao had approved ber doctors, dealing with obnoxlous VIPs, upwitha  wasacharge Dr Bhangava p desplte appasit litical
appadngment, was rushed Into emerg- and changing political winds. BETSE a(purpuse Mal.lttl.eyrl l1he pushed back aguinst, ime and again. She  cloutof her own, Mhlminrmddulngylo
ency surgery with severe gunshot Forced into retirement at age 90 by wold frequently fuss over treating her enjayed challenging norms. “Hadiology becomean mtegral part of patlent care,
wounds, [nthose overwhelmingly tense pandemicdnduced restrictions, Dy Bhar- — dolls for tonsillitls, and then her sister, woukd fulfil my passion of wanting to sl took It Froma “hack-office role nto
moments, Dr Bhargava was pushed imo gava began to fesh out her story, told in often alarming her mother, She treat the entlre body, not just one or two malnstream medicing” and was dubbed
the deepend, Forced to manage asitu- lemaxlubled.eball Asthe book traces her remembers her early years fondly, first ongans,” she writes. And later: "l was end-  the “Indlra Gandhl of Alims™ inthe pro-
atlon of personal uy; sand st Dalhoushe, and then in v the milky white and cess, Indla s still severely short of radl-

o9 00 a o0 oo L | o0 o0 a

Inner lon andd
hm:ln:latapl\rdaltlme of medical
advancement. Her reflectlons on the
pressures on doctors, the rise of women
In maedicine, and changing motlvations
I the inchustry are noteworthy — par-
teularly herobservation that medicine
has, over time, lost much of ts repatation
a5 a "noble” professkon,

The reviewer Is u Delhl-based freelance

foumalist who writes on policy, develop-
ment, public health, gender and culture
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Good showers

India’s rain-fed agriculture crucially depends
on monsoon rainfall during June and July

HE GOOD NEWS for agricultural operations during the kharif
or summer season is that the southwest monsoon has rapldly
advanced to cover the entire country nine days ahead of its nor-
mal schedule on July 8. The monsoon also had an early onset

Opinion
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® TECH-POWERED FARMING

Union minister Dharmendra Pradhan

d India is i

The vision of a

without develop

©® CLEAR OVERSIGHT
REGULATORS NEED TO TEMPER EXPECTATIONS FROM EXALTED MODELS OF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Getting governance code right

d villages and prosperous
farmers...It is important to adopt chemical-free,
natural farming and to ensure that technology
maoves from the field to the market

AMCIALSECTON . c by
over Kerala eight days before its normal date of June 1. It subsequently TNDHS M\:Mn q:;e?::;_ proactive sl:ﬁmm mm,mwhwgm:
stalled in the first half of [June and revived in the second half with above ivein rule making for improv- par,whyis it that governance at times be-

normal rainfall for the month as awhole that was 109% of its long period ing and  improvising CKG NAIR g

average (LPA). Good rainfall in the first month of the monsoon season governance of their regulated MIls even with Sebi's micro-scrutiny? Or
marked awelcome break from the earlier three years which regi 1 !  given their lofty The writer, a farmer member of the Securities Appellate financial sectorlisted banking companies

overall deficiency in June. In July, too, the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) forecasts above normal rainfall of 106% of the LBA, which
augurs well for brisk sowing operations for crops like paddy, coarse cere-

mandate of investor protection, system
integrity, financial stability, and so on.

Tribunal and former director of National Institute of
Securities Markets, is a public palicy commentator

in their
mission ifthey get that magical governan-

or MBFCswith Sebi and the RBI supervis-
ing themasconductand prudential regul
TWhyis sk

not making REs g I,

als, pulses, and soya bean. ce code right and make REs govern/be- tight for several years. The tations. The model edifice built for lsted
June and July are the most crucial months in this regard. Kharif sowing hawve well.On the contrary, they become Committee’s (November 2022) recom- ’ twio directors? What happened to the much.-
infact accounts for 60%of the annual crop production in the country. The 1 g ; Mils’governanceenhan- | - distilled B ipleofgivingvo-
prospact forak 2 hould resultin higherlevels of kharif food ks undetiulrvaich.And tesaeh | cersns tedjusttwoyears | mn eminent prodetso- v directors
OF New, More potent Weapons resumes, | ago, irla, 2000; Nara- fearena nasyanmu se gL
grain nm?m in the 2025-26 crop year from lu"' to June. The southwest often without throwing away the rusted governance standards of two out of three yana Murthy, 2003; Uday Kotak, 2017). estions, Basically,
mansoon’s early onset has proved advantageous for paddy cultivation, ones. Recent keyverticals of MIls—"criti Flaby i com- | louemodification, svenwith the bestaf

Kharif sowing for pulses like moong and urad, vilseeds led by groundnut,
and coarse cereals have gained momentum as monsoon progressed after
halting in the first half of June 2025. Kharif sowing has covered 40% of

missteps (Indusind Bank, Gensol Engi-
neering, Religare) and (continued) mis-
selling in insurance services etc. are fresh

and "regulatory, compliance, risk man-
agement, and investor grievances, ete."—
by putt undera

the normal area and is up by 11% on year as of July 4. There is, | Va
prospect of rains stalling again from July 5 to the 15 and reviving there-

ye-openers, That too, b h episo-
des relating to Yes Bank, IL&FS, DHFL,

utive director/key man-
agerial person (KMP) who will be on the

position of board, number of board com-

Immlnn A

mittees, enhanced role of
directors, improving disclosures came
from these committees, For Mls, the
Pherwand Committee’s(1994) recomme-

ples, as stated by lnﬂltutl.onal tl\lnkma
carried
ted version of governance and started to

.. . 1 y Bluntnz,rmu,andauonmmfurgumn MIl's board of directors. ndations and the romanticise theirrule-book. When asked,
after. Farm .-,nmin?enls have been buoyed by a hike in minimum support (RBI): Th ment's bold policy in sett- | aformerregulatory chief,wholater joined
prices for 14 kharif crops—ranging from 1% for moong to 13.9% for ragi ning to intensify of bank i Follow a core ing up a demutualised | asindependent director in a few boards,

onyear—that are also higher than their prevailing mandi prices.

ard proceedings through its aymm nf

B
the Comy

"'iit)r HMational Stock Exchange

sald’

Although sowing of sova bean is up by 4.7%, there is an expectation tee's hrather 2nd appropriate fit and | ajoke”l Dharmain the modern corporate-
ofadeclineinacreageas farmers shift to alternative crops because of low ignated officers of the regulator mll Unlike the nn[ pmpuaed “ﬂn'! eateh- a“ ane proper criteria got supple- financial-tech world is a mirage. Not only
realisation in the last two years, Overall kharif tidings are positive as rain- chosely look at the board of ~ §5M a'_rstem N mented thluugh some of pmnmmfshamhnld.erdjmnur_shneven
fall is expected to be above normal in the core monsoon zone—that EhRIELEA LT eem 0F Quicly atd s ;:I;mmm_ Rather,it s ;:_:d ok g"::' of directors, vith their Ilmltatlonaolfmh:;::'
includes Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and Odisha— mismatch between recorded discussions (2010) on pand | mation and skill gaps, love giving their
which covers much of India’s rainfed agricultural land. Good rains will and minutes, and so on. Though post-  ityof the officers of the MIl governanice norms. These, | voice tovalue ratherthan tovalues.
also fill up reservoirs. Alr_hml,gh k infallt khari np..r- facto,it tormovingcloser | itself, by raising their status as board | afterperiodic: g i, got rein- A i v
ations, it al: ils risks like flooding, landsli 1 otherdi to the despite the fact that directors. 5till,it isan indirect recognition ] ernance, which is the outcome of many

The monsoon's fury in Himachal Pradesh has been felt in dlslrlcla. like
Mandi. Landslides in Uttarakhand blocked over 100 roads im pacting the
Char Dam religious vatra,

Metropolitan India is woefully unprepared to cope with such unusual
events as storm water drains are rarely de-silted in time and rainwater

directors on those boards are appointed
with the RBI's approval and many of the
independent directors are former senior
regulatory officials, former bank heads
and formersenbor civil servants.

le Securities and Exchange Board of

that a public interest director-based sys-
tem is falling short of expectations.

recommendationsin 2022,
The REI has had Lhnbemﬁt ofse\rmal

Ower the last 25 years, the
have spent guite a lot of their time and
energyin developing a“robust "system of
governance of their REs. While the main

expert ¢
hanldng financial cunEany[NBFtlmfo
rmsover

non-linear functions, nzsulatursslwulﬂ
temper

al- agenlnMeLCumedumfmutupla
toeutopia, the pral:l:ll:a]wrld.Dlﬁmmtl

o
inundates roads and habitations. The IMDwarns that the catchment areas on load on o [ e s lifted by public sector banks, was the mandate of ly. Fallow a core m!punsjbilltyappm_ach
of rivers like the Godavar, Mahanadi, and Krishna must be closely moni- Strengthening Governance ﬂf‘MaLh’et EB, regulators (RBI, Insur- thegI' Naya: Committee(2014). Tt :‘;”d‘u‘:ﬁi‘m méj" Ilm:mgi'
tored. The upper Mahanadi catchment area includes Chhattisgarh and e e rd ievated noents on eotpoeate gover- | - tiona and adjudicatione. Clearly demar.
N e g e exchanges, clearing curpuratl.ons. and Aul]\om'_r Df[ndia, [’enal.m Fund Regula nance also came from ml.nenl, philnm C

Madhya Pradesh thatarein thec farm- depositories—taking note of therapid | toryand D pherdirectorson b of Mils parent Acts,
ing heartland benefits from good rains, there is also the Pmsplfﬂdfﬂmd- Increase in investor base and volumes; a ment their own themes overand above | repute, through theirwritings. They glo- | And allow them to run their business.

ingepisodes. Timely IMD agromet advisories to farmers tod eXCesS growing asso-  Sebi ions for listed entities and | rified the ideal governance edifice using Also, why only punish vielations; why

water from crop fields will be very useful in this regard. While the good
news s that the mnnwnnia. aclive allover the country, lhr:po impera-
tive must batol seulture from i Iy o
gation facilities in its corezane.

Europe's Al law needs a
smart pause, not a full stop

THERE'S A COMMON tool in the arsenal for anyone trying to change the course
ofartificial h 150. Two Elon Muskand other tech lead-
ers published an open letter calling on tech companies to delay their Al develop-
Now the target hasshifted. Amid
a growing fear of getting left behind in a race to build computers smarter than
humans, a group of European corporate leaders are pointing the "pause” gun at
the European Union, theworld"s self-styled Al cop.

Like the tech bros who wanted to rein in Al two years ago, this is a blunt sug-
gestion that misses the nuance of what it's trying to address. Ablanket pause on
A[lulmwun’t help Burope catch upwith hina,as 45 com-

ment forsix protect

clated with them; significant growth in
revenueand profitability’, etc. Imespective
of whether they are listed or not, Sebi's

supplant for their unlisted REs.
Noonecan acouse Sebiof framing gov-

emance related

the high-principles of dharma, elo-
quentl'_r plcklng exemplary anecdotes

Touti consul-

Dﬁpdte. ,

not start rewarding well-governed enti-
ties? Like the IPL fair play awards, REs
would cherish a governance award from

thair

A push towards edible oil security

==
o

PURNA CHANDRA KISHAN
& RISHI KANT

jaint secretary BConomic
adviser, departrnent Diagn:\.imm and farmess' welfare

The National Mission on Edible Oils - Oil Palm has
all the ingredients of a farmer-centric policy, tailored
to the unique challenges of oil palm cultivation

INDIA IS THE world's largest imiporter of
cookingoils. That's not just astatistic—it's

jports oil palm expansion with financial
assistance at every stage of cultivation. It

amies like India and China,and compoun-
ded by growing use in biodiesel produc-

astrategic
27 million tonnes annually, with imports
meeting nearly 57% of this demand. In

by aiding criticalinp-
s like drip irrigation, water harvesting,
pumps, vermicompost units, and essen-

tion. This ¢ ing demancd
and constrained supply points to a tight-
ening global market, making domestic

vation. Given the hij rishability of
fresh fruit bunches, II“E':‘F

of -
tics infrastructure, anchored through
public-private partnerships to support

. That bl 2023-14 alone, we imported around 16 tial tools, The Northeast receives addi- cultivation both economically prudent farmers. Through tripartite Molls bet-
thL‘ mglunstechstanupsdnsperahe]y need wscale up and compete with their millien tonnes, over 60% of which was forland clearing, bio-fenc- i i NECessary. ween farmers, processors, and state gov-
larger Silicon Valley rivals, The idea that Europe has to choose between being an palm oil,mostly from Malaysia and Im:lr.l ing, and processing units. To address me it [se procurement of fresh fruit
innovator and a regulator is a narrative successfully spun by Big Tech lobbyists niesia. Thi n fruit, raliance) in edibl "4 bunc i trans-

d benefit most from a lighter touch. shocks, supply chain di i and t farmer-proc C toecologic parent, prices.A price gap
But that doesn't mean the Al actitself couldn't dowitha pause, albeita narrow geopolitical shifts— a pricing and With c linked funding mechanism has been built in to
version of the what firms including ASML Holding NV, Airbus SE and Mistral AL sified in recent years, However, this pre- [protection against price volatility. It also to palm oil cultivation, India has adopted protect farmers from market volatility.
called for in their® ntop the clock” letter published on Thursday, which demands sentsan Dppm'tunlty The Natlr.lna] Mis- prioritises knowledge tran- astrict policy of promoting India’s continued dependence on
that the of the Europ Ursula von der Leyen, postpone sionon Edible Oils - or) afer i or M — ) palm only on non-forest g]nbaledib]nodl markets is neither sus-
rules they call "unclear, overlap ping and increasingly complex.” is India’s bold bid topl'vnt from 1mpon training localised R&D,and s oil palm and | strategic, . With ris-
Dnthatlheyha\reapulm butontyfunhe portion thhe 180-pageact that was dependency to self-reliance. By decisively reglon-specific innovatio- (P model  lands.a farmers’ ing cooking oil consumption, oil palm
hastilyadded i pose” Al models like aling thi India ns. This farmer- is rooted in ehensions is central to offers a transformative Sath to self-
ChatGPT. Theal:tmltnorfmml[onnwa!mltla]lydrafted can buffir its economy and contribute to centric approach aims to t bil this effort, as many remain reliance, and the NMEO-OF provides a
in 2021, almost two years before ChatGPT sparked the reshaping global edible oil dynamics. enhance self-reliance in L ‘:"‘ 'trf concerned about issues like strong framework., However, uneven
fve Al boom, It late high-risk Al sys- Oil palm cultivation in India has exp- edible oil while ensuring and g il deg and f funds
tems used to diagnose diseases, give financial advice or ded the past three decades. ecological on de ded, radation, man- by g Earmaer trust,
control eritical infrastructure. Those types of applications From the modest 6,673 hectaresin 1992- economic viability, and non-forest lands datmadlpalmculuvatiunin Tuunluctmfullpuhenualmmsnmst
are clearly defined in the act, from using Al to determine 93, the area under oil palm has grown to improved farmer incomes, Ilmtlcmm p up with targeted
a parson's eligibility for haalth benefits to controlling the maore than 5 lakh hectarB_ThJ! remark- 0l palm stands out for and alm andeon-
water supply. Before such Al is deployed, the law requires able| ane ¢ ling reason: unmatched pro- clent micro-irrigation, intercropping, and with farmars. Cru-
that it be carefully vetted by both the tech’s creators and of oil palm as a strategic crop for reducing ductivity. It yields four to five ti mare poadagric tic v soil dally Indiahullpalmexpamjunmudel is
PARMY the companies deploying it. the country’s dependence on imported ol per hectare than traditional oilseeds health. To build confidence, the mission rooted in sustainability, and focused on

The problems start on page 83 of the act in the section
that claims to identify the point at which a general purpose

OLSON

itone

by improved awareness, technological

of the most efficient oil crops globally.

degraded, non-forest lands. Scaling must
go hand in hand with training in inter-

Blaomberg system like ChatGPT poses asystemic risk-when it has been andinc ipation With a productive lifespan exceeding 25 and peer learning. This envi- efficiency, ensur-
trained than 10to the 25thp 10%25— Istates,suchas  years, conscious approachaimsto  ingthatincomegr

floating wlmo&l{atbnnﬂl‘LO]‘ﬁ},meanlngthel:umputemlunningthel:rajningdid Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, nsbut ity The boost i OF 28 lakhhectares

atleast 10,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000 calculations during the process. h | global market context g-term agri- identified as suitable, only 5.5 lakh are

The act doesn't explain why this number is meaningful or what makes it so

Inaddition, at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

have shown that smaller models trained with high-quality data can rival the capa-

bilities of much larger enes."FLOPS" don't necessarily capture a model's power—
orrisk—and using them as a metric can miss the blgger picture.

Such technical aren't B 1-pe
poseAl"or"high-impact c " mean, leaving i P
and forc

Brussels shouldn't pause its entire AT law. It should keep on schedule to start
enforcing rules on high-risk Al systems in health care and critical infrastructure
whaen they roll out in August 2026, But the rules on *general"Al come into effect
much sooner—in three weeks —and those need time to refine. Tsankov recom-
mends two more years to get them right.

Europe's Al law could create some much-needed transparency in the Al indus-
try,and were it to roll out next month, companies like OpenAl would be forced to
share secret details of their training data and processes. That would be a blessing
rD,- ethics Al can be in areas

trying tostudy how
ifhazy d com-
paniﬂ todrag their heels or find legal loopholes to get out.
Asurgical pause on the most ambiguous parts of the act would help Brussels
avoid the legal chaos,and make sure that when rules do arrive, they work.

icy boost received from the NMEO-OP
with budgetary support of 11,040 crore
available under the mission.

Launched in 2021, the NMEO-OPsup-

cul

bdued, palmoil

jprices have shown a upward trend —dri-

ty.
The NMED-OF has all the ingredients

farmer-c: tailored

under cultivation. Tapping this vast
potential can cut import dependence,
boost rural incomes, create jobs, and spur

on-

HE EDITOR

Invest wisely

Apropos of “Resisting the quick buck®
(FE, luly 8), it is estimated that over
90% of retail players lose heavily in
futures and options trading. 5o, the
wise thing to do would be to stay
invested by taking delivery. However,
in a bid to make a fast buck, the
gullible jump in where angels fear to
“trade” and lose the precious little
theay have. Retail players are na match

far the fareign trading firms with their
deep pockets and sophisticated
algarithms. Jane Street has been
caught, but there will be others daing
the same. There are several market
influencers selling useless courses on
how ta make money in futures and
optians trading for a hefty fee. Thase
who treat the stack markets as a
lottery or casino would be well
reminded that the house always wins.
—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

il palm culti-

Pollution norms

Apropos of *Storm over CAFE" (FE,
luly 8), a single CO2 benchmark
penalises small, fuel-efficient cars
while favouring heavier sport utility
thches nalslng concems about

B! owthe

Globally, countries adopt weight-
based standards recognising size and
wtility. India must adopt a similar
practical differentiated approach that
balances environmental goals with
economic realities, A practical, tiered
CAFE framawork is vital to ensure

and access ility far
average households. Maruti Suzuki's
appeal reflects this imbalance, while
rival automakers defend uniformity to
protect their market dominance.

sustainak innovation, and inclusive
mability for all sections Dfslxbety
—Nilesh Dubey, Ahmedabad
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