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Fall in consumption signals
economic slump lies ahead

tal farmatian,

The advance estimates are prepare
which will be the biases for the Union Bu
N\l:“’h]fh Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha on

le agriculture was & standol

vears at . dpercenltn the next financial year 202425, aunwdmgm
advance estimates released by the government on Tuesday.
wrowth is supposed to be caused by lagging manufacturing and lower capi-

he Indian economy is likely to record the slowest growth in the last four

o the first
e mated

d by the National Statistics Office (NS0,
o be presented by finance minister

ut performer, \ll'?Lh growth estimated at 38 per

cent, the growth of industry Isprmected.mmud.evste Loszpernent Themwlhin

the manufacturing sector,

constrained ing global

by w exports and
demand, is expected to muted at 5.5 per cent ﬂ\:m the previous yenr ] hlgl af By

par cent.
Mva.l.ewuumptlou—ﬁf

eent growth forecast, whi

vevival in rural demand and

niding by individuals— is set to recover, with a 7.4 per
is almaat double the four per cent, which veflects a
ey sentiment. The povernment

improved consum
spending too is projected fo rise by 4.1 per cent, recovering from L5 per cent

Last year.
Without either
Investing in new

Inflation would continue to remain elevated in the
next financial year, with consumer price index-basad
inflation estimated at 48 per cent. driven by food

wolatility and energy costs.

Coupled with ﬂlls. a lowerthan expected urhan

hit
I.lgwm't.f: wuukl.sﬂecul\emremﬂ emb?;mmmmwm

Gross Fixed Capital Formation {GFCF) or invest-
ments made by the industry to add capacity — a cru-
cial maker for the fiture grawth in the economy —is
estimated to grow lower at 6.4 per cent, which is con-
siderably lower than the previous year's nine ger
cent. This metric raises doubts about the sustainabil
ity of the investment momentum. It is the second low-
est after 2516, withot taking the Covid pandemic

vear into consideration.

The exports ave expected to grow 5.8 per cent, while imports are forecast to shrink
18 %mm bacause of slower global recovery and geopolitical developments.
look at sectoral growth indicators reveals that, except for agriculture, all
others are forecast to witness lower growth, g that an all-pervading
!I.um isin !mruﬁe[m'ﬂ\e Iminsn econamy. This alsa corrabarates low investments

Nevm'melesa the E.ml)nm-c Su.uw 20k had declaved that profitability of the
Indian cmjm‘sbe sector has touched a 15-year high. If the nies are sitting on
mauntains of prafits, why have capital investments remained so low and employ-
eesa]mﬂesrajsedapa]ny 85 per cent?

The appropriation al.epmﬂ.tnlo swell its cash reserves would hurt the
econamy badly. W]H)wt either investing in new capacities and thereby creating
new jobs or increasing employes salaries to allow them to contribute mare to the
econamibe growth by consuming more, higher corporate profits serve mpurm
fior t.hemmmm good of the country. The Narendra fodi government ought to
into this aspect, if it wants to revive the ecanomy.

Pranab memorial: Act of grace

decided to build a memorial for former President Pranab

H:l\éuk jeg, the Union government chosen a site for it at the

shiriya Smriti Sthal in Rajghat. This has been done with good grace

and accepted graciously by the former President's daughter who had remind-
wd the povernment about the oversight in honouring a President.

The way in which the Congress Party politicised 1 Ve 8 spat to cre-
mate former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and to find a site for his memo-
rial had beft & bad taste in the mouth, more so because the gentleman PM him-
self m;'ml;ave wanted none of it, so self-afacing was he in an important offica

W terma,

’I‘J\e Cony Party's anxiety to honour its faveurites is understandable
though it did not apply the same yardstick to a former Prime Mindster in
Ni imb the party's fivst f

a Rao who may, however, not have kowtowed to th
: iEAL i

aras fam-
ily as much as his successor did, even if M did so only in his under-

stated ways to keep things rolling smoothly in party and government.
The Congress Party is fond ce]e'bw‘allfng birth and th anniversaries,
which wo Ly number move than the days in the considering

its long hlxmw mlc 5 to more than 125 years and the kind of leaders it has
had to be celebrated in posterity after their departure. BuIJd.in;_i memorials

miake sense to mark a spot for those wishing to pay homage in a country
known for its sentimentality.

The point is bickering over the departure of past luminaries is best avoided
since there are so many issues that political parties may wish not to tackle,
Rey ions to be put in a handbook of how to handle ﬁmerals and build memo-
rials for Presidents and Prime Ministers may be welcome, much as Presidents
af the U8 and UK's rovalty do in addressing the i usue even when they are alive
w‘lthnut being superstitions or sentimental about i

for Manmohan will be built in tl.me While this is not an entitle-
menl: mn!)derl there are no memorials for every Prime Minister
— there is none for VP Singh — a beloved two-term PM like the Congressman
will deserve to beeelehrstedwlﬂ) a place in history as well as with 8 memori-
alon the ground.
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France with its fourth Prime Minister in
02, and Germany facing a snap pnllﬂm

Why Israel wants Gaza to
be free of all Palestinians

Sunanda K.

@' Datta-Ray

ven Israel's
admirers  and
well-wishers,
which includes
HNaremdra Modi's
India, must wonder as the

new year breaks what
exactly lsraeli  Prime
Minister Ben;amm
Metanyahu
achieve by bombing rhe
Gaza Strip into extinction.
Is there really a plan
behind  the continuing
bambardment or are Mr
Nemwahumlm nlenda

driven by sheer rage lik
an angry clnld slmahm,g
imta simif 5 4 toy that

has incurred their unres-
saning wrath? More and
mare one suspects that
Israel's real aim is to create
A torra mullis, & “territory
without & master”, where
Israeli ownership can no
longer be questioned.

The Latin term has been

izal
lands like Australia, New
Zealand, the United States
of America and Canada.
An early instance of this
kind of soquisition is com-
i o paoin o3 Joo
cized ail paint n
mﬁe];'a hﬁ 4

an, later
popularised h
Samuel  Calvert's 1H55
engraved drawing,
ing Lieutenant James
annexing New South Wales
in the name of the British
Crown on Au

implementation af the legal
ﬁﬁﬁipl@uﬂmsnuﬂlmiﬂ
-alian law in 1992, and
recognised the contimuing
oconmection and r!ght! to
land of the Abariginal and
Torres Strait Islander peo-
ples through Native ’I"itl.e.
Mot that Israel is bath-
eueli about precedents. It
will create them where
none exists. In the gullible
blic's imagination too,
terra nuilis definition
indicates that the land in
estion can legally be
&upi&d with E's;va]e;elgn
rights by another nation,
under the doctrine of dis-

DOVETY which the
International Court  of
Justice approves as a legal
method of territorial acgui-
practics, the term
has aften been eynically
used to ignove the rights
and even physical presence
of the original mnatives
musl:rsl.lan aboriginals or

American Indians) to legit-

imise state cocupation and
w]au:lsatmn his  pro-
sco of & small

p’mpnd .Mlsu'ahan abarig-
imal men once landi
samewhere on the Brit
ooast and claiming to take
possession of the United
Kingdom.

!legiﬂ ;Jappjmmt attempt
to Jegitimise its ﬁgmm

pha) of LB reforring to the
massdispl.soémneutsnddls-
passesaion of Palestinians
im 1A — if it were not for
the deadly intent of the
aggressors. The bombard-
ment of Gaza started on
October 7, 2023, immediate-
ly after Hamas attacked
Israel, killing about 1200
m}e and taking more
250 hostages.

Israel began ground oper-
ations in the Z3mile-long
Strip, which is between 4.7
and 7.5 miles wide and
whase 141 sq miles support-
ed 23 million Palestinians

¥ hnl.;lﬂ T SJE the
wirld's st papulation
d.eu!m!s_ This wanton

illing of men, women and
children, and the deliber-
ate rmng into dust of their
hiomes and all supparting

EMfE.
accept the Bible's Old
Testament where the Book
of Matthew 5.3 speaks of
“an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth” on the
grounds that the law
ordains that the punish-
ment must match the

ury.
October 13, however,
Israel went beyond the

0 leading European Union countries are il elections in
VFmMMmmﬂm— was

The lsraeli police
began investigating
him in December
2016 and,
subsequently,

M

ential famine. It was
by that there

is “no lace in Gaza'",
a5 Israel struck areas it had
viously told Palestin-
na to evacuate to. Nearly
all 23 million Gazans have

r yahu was
officially indicted
for breach of trust,
accepting bribas,
and fraud on
November 21, 2019

Judaie injunction on erime
and puni artic-
ulated four goals it it
to achieve — to destroy
Hamas, free the hostages,
ensure Gaza no lan,

poses & threat to lsrael, and

to return. di resi-
d.em.a af Nm rn lsrael.
Pal.esnmans mc]ud'LrLg

more than 750 children
and 4900 women, have
been killed in Gaza since
the retaliatory operation
began. Another 10,000 peo-
ple are missing and pre-
sumed dead under the rub-
bie of destroyed buildings.

Israel is aecused of war
cl'lme! and genocide. It is
hut&wthe

war d’
Nﬂm:ym wnﬁ I:ﬂbe
face charges il r)'
firaud, and breach of
by him and his close
cal allies during his
and fifth terms as Prime
Minister. The ksraeli police
imvestigating him in
Deomber 2015 . St
ntly, Mr Netanyahu
b nﬂda]];- indicted for
of trust, a ting
br!bes and fraud on -
ember 21, 2019, As a resull,
he was obliged to legally
relin u]sh his ministry

r than the

office ofPume Minister.
By mid-December, lsrasl
Iﬁd dropped a}duuu miuini-

tinns on Gaza, destroyi
oe dar i nﬁ
hiomes, 9 ng hund-
reds of cultural landmarks,
ing dozens of
cemeteries.  Experts say

most severe in recent histo-
ry. An acute humanitarian
crisis has developed, with
healtheare an the hnnk of

clean water, medx:lne and
fuel due to the blockade,
and electricity and comni-
nicatbons blackouts. The
United Mations has warned

isplaced,
while 250,000 to 500,000
Lersolia were internally dis-
placed. Israel has detained
thousands of Palestinians
and said it lost 353 addi-
tional soldiers in its inva-
siom as of v 13, Ml
The widespread civilian
deaths have led to accusa-
tions of war crimes against
bath Israel and Hamas. As
a result of the invasion. So-
uth Afidca instituted proc-
eedings in the ICJ, ac-
cusing lsrael of committing
genocide and requesting
the ICJ for provisional
MEasuTes protection.
Other accusations include
the deliberate targeting of
civilians, starving Gaza's
uJamn the use of
|1 shlelds anid Iﬁ]ﬂn‘c

mss_ w:m OI)! per cent of
Palestinians dead in Gaza,

8590 per cant driven from
their hemes, and a human-
itarian crisis that worsens
avary cesibily

hopea that Gaza's few sur-
vivars will escape into
E%'pt whatever the cost.
is could also be the
rationale for pursuing an
equivalent Atilla t.he
Hun's seorched-earth
of mc
t allows the enemy to
survive, including the
d.epu'lvstiou and destrue-
vater, food,
hulnans animals, plants
and any kind of t and
infrastructure. [srael says
that it s eliminating ter-
rarists, but then it bombs a
hoapital or a school and
says — producing no proof
— that terrorists were hid-
DE in the hospital/school.
uch problems will no

longer hedevil the
strangest power in West
Asia if Gaza is

=0 that “between

and the Jordan there will
anly be lsraeli soveraign-
ty" aa the lu.ulding charter
af Mr Netanyahu's Likud
]nmr trolls. That terra nul-
us will not then be a “ter-
ritory without a master”. It
will 'be entirely lsrael's

property.

The writer is a senior
Journalist, eolumunist and
athar

vital but declining car-making sectar, ending its

ﬂml:!}lm
Waela:linmms

LETTERS

CANADIAN RESET?

The surprise resignation of
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could pave
the way for a diplomatic
reset with India, following
contentious allegations
about New Delhi’s involve-
ment in the killing of Sikh
separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar on Canadian soil in
June last year. It is not yet
clear whom the Liberal Party
will choose as Trudeau's suc-
cessor, but analysts say there
will now be room for
renewed negotiations
between the two countries
as Trudeau's successor may
not like to be seen as being
hostile towards India. The
political upheaval comes at a
difficult moment for the
North American country
internationally.

R. Sivakumar

Chennai

ACCHE DIN INDEED

AS PER Natiomal Statistics Office data,
tthe GDP will grow at the rate af 64 per
cent in the financial year 3725 This will
he H)e lowest growth rate since the
Rgem -1, and even lower

I estimate of &6 per cent. This

1! not & news. The Indian econo-

ment. .loh! will be further hit ar
servics sector will grow anly at 58 per
cem against laatcrear'! yﬂ?’v‘h mbepeof
r cent. Comprising finance,
transport, IT and communica:
l.ims. it is the backbone of the Indian
econony, s this is definitely & cause of
WOITY,
D.B.

Madan
New Delhi

WHOSE PRANAB?

‘THIE I8 with reference to the Central
povernment's decision to set )
memorial for our former Pres
Pranab Mukherjee at the Rashtra
Smriti Sthal complex. Probahbl ﬁl!

Orlsltauayl'u'rbe

the begacy of another person wronged
by the Congress? Whatever it is, at this
rate, in another decade or so, Mew
Delhi will have mare memarials than

Ly offices or even
Hence our povernment should dis-
pense with this tradition.
Capt. N. Viswanathan

Codmbatore

to riposte that “it s a
m‘lngmnmhﬂmmrm
mye'la:ﬂm the coun-
recall-

Amhmﬂmhsdheeﬂinbelled

Srinivasan

Political instability
growing in Europe:
Germany faces poll

amid global churn

‘uneasy three in : the “traffic
thon™ m%ed of C'hunl:e Olni‘
Scholiz's Social ts (SDFY, yellow of Free

Demacrats {FD) and
mhlywm ECOnoabe
hna%ewr]:u DfGem\auy's political
ﬁm)tlm was fts suppart for embattled Ukraine,
when Mr Sc'hnlz instructed finance minister
‘Christian Lindner to ignore the debt brake so that
‘the Chancellor could add another $15.7 billion for
Ulraine in addition to the 554 billion already don-

‘The coalition suffered severa Insses in recent reg-

European

ﬁ:lrlﬂyunll]l:'ml Mr Scholtz' pemm]: s
contrast consid, colourless and out
impact; with a Jow populnrk:r rating, lhe SFD
seems headed for its worst-ever election result at
Eermwhﬁtmcmenmnlh‘lanpmmue

h:lgevenlweratlspernmt_

mg:; oountry and econa-
myhnt:snawm mewiﬂlmeenslcmim'm
mhmmﬂmmmﬂplepmblmnﬂ:e
Russian sanctions and -

-lec] loss of cheap ener-
8y, leavi seen as the anly ans
wer, and 40 per cent of the eleciorate ising

citizens and pensioners with

war-
rl.esabwthlﬂan'm when German grawth is only
cent, the weakest in the G-7. There is a cost-

of v’mﬁmah,w:ﬂ:l mem:rnm)'mhysell'
aints that rule out stim-

budgetary consir
ulus palicies, and EU's tariffs against Chinese el-
actric cars that have led o V

in the conservative World an .ﬁlnliserelrsm
Sona ‘that Germany was teetering on the
economic and cultural collapse, and that

a nation-
slmbnlmﬂﬁemtmy'sh@mmmm in the

Friedrich Meez, Christian Democrat (CDU) les-
der, rmenﬂyinl]ppnaathmwhn!eadstbeml]a

onMrMus](swews. lnmuenl'tbebig—
gutlhndersn\f[lh‘uneand Merz is a strong

and regarded as a financial
expert nynl'hehapesufﬂma;ingdm
that he could revive the econamy.

Other election factors are the far-right and far-
Ieft , the left-conser-
mﬁp'mmm a‘é’é ?#“mmhgw of Sarah Wagen-
kmeecht and the leftist Die Linke party who are
allied on the causes of severely restricting tmmi-

gration and peace with Russia. The immi-
gl:vmahasohdem contralled -ation context is that Germany toak in a million
m@mﬁglw.mmmmm and more Ukrainians than any cther ELU
praised the ' A o regulation, taxes  mnation, resulting stran) thatit
and market o and should naot take any more. The next
T.h? Gennmg,uf med_lnhg':e abliged to m mmﬂnvdﬂhedaﬁnweﬁ.l‘ld m:ll\dﬁm
principl pctivity, impartiality Ereater stability, or
of ", this does not exclude  a crisis of even more form El:le ions.
T.he bl ofmrll‘u‘]:luah infons
e mwmm i former Indian
mmmmmkammmmeds irelgn secretary
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Metros and riders

Planning requires rethinking for improved outcomes

e Union government the length of India's M k

s now crossed 1000 klometres, spread over 11 states, covering 23 cities.

Ancther 1000 kilometres or so i under construction or in an advanced

stage of planning, This is & remarkabde achievemnent, given India's broader
struggle to build world-class urban infrastructure, Where Metro rail works, such as
in Delhi, ithasthe | lal i Dedhi s not known
for attention to pubalc clvility — except in the Metro, where the average rider pays
far greater attention tosuch norms than they would on reads, Unsurprisingly, mul-
tiple state and local beaders are determined to extend the number of available Metros
s that every town has the opportunity to share in this experience, What is essential
is to ensure that the experience remains world-class, through management and
maintenance, The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, for example, has done s better job
of this than the Kolkata Metro, India's first,

Fulfilling this ambition has been made easier for the Union government through
concessionary finance, The kil for just the years between 2021 and 2025 §s expected
o be €3 trillion. But livtle of that falls directly on the Unlon Budget, For the second
phase of the Chennal Metro, for example, about a third — 834,000 crore — willbe
prewided by the Government of Tamil Nadu, Most of the rest comes from loans
taken by the Undon government on behalfof the implementing agency, particularky
from lenders linked to the Japanese government such as the Asian Development
Bankand the Japan Intemstional Coopesation Agency. China-lnked agencies such
a8 the New Development {or Brics) Bank and the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Hank are also involved, About half the money for the Ahmedabad Metro comes
from German and French development banks; the Germans are also supporting
the second phise of the Bengalumn Metro, For many of these rmlam BOVErnments,
the declsion tolend is partly tosuppost el of rolll ruction
equipment made by factores located In the countrles ||1qu1.ut|un ~ for example,
Germany's Slemens n:rtnmlmoduludhwm.

Yt there have been signif in aswell, The biggest
reason why the Metro in Delhi has been wlauiwiy successiul B that there is no
widely used suburban train network with which it must compete and connect, and
that it very quickly managed 1i1s network klerably. The truth is that,
Tlaskyy showpleces in clty . thie most effecti Alin-dermnand
Metros in Inclia are those that are light suburban rail, Last week, Prime Minlster
Marenclr Mod launched the Delhl-Meerut Hght rll link, which connects the Uttar
Prvclesh town to Delhl with tralng g every 15 minutes, This is o classle suburty

OPINION 9

Athreattoinvestment

Retrospective policy changes have previously plunged the
economy into uncertainty — now, a similar situation looms again

per caphta income @ stialn developed coun-

1ry status by 2047 requires the economy 1o
REOW AL AN average rle of more tar B per cent per
year aver the next 23 years. At the prevalling incre-
mantal capital-outpaut ratio, this requires the econ-
omy to enhance the Investment rate 1o about 40
per cent of gross demestle product (GDP) from the
present estimate of 12 per cent,

This calls for, fnrer alla, an
secommodating, stable, and for-
ward-looking pollcy environment In
whieh all three wrms of the govern-
ment — the leglslature, executive,
and |udiciary — and the Unian,
state, and local governments coor-
dinate poliey formulation and

ﬁ- ehleving the asplrational tanget of increasing

rull profect, and mose such are needed, The [deal use case for peturl Metros — such
o those in New York, Parls, or Tokyo — exlsts when there are multiple siops and
stations in the city centre, and few Individuals are longer than 15 minutes” walk
from a train. Even in Delhl — with statlons that are large and far apart — this use
case does not exdst, It s no wonder thit a study conducted by researchers at the
Inclian Institute of Technobogy of Delhd has polnted out that not one Indian Metro
T et elcership turgets, In Mumbad, it bs o thied of projectlons; in Bengalur, the

vt phinse hit only 6 per cent. None of them s cost-effective. A re-examination of

wiy some Metros work, and where they don'y, Is overdue,

Amuch-needed charge

PM E-Drive could be a game-changer

he lack of charglng stations has long been plnpolnted as o brake on

the faster growth of the electrle-vehiele (EV) market in India, In this

context, the government's plans to provide up to 80 per cent or higher

subsldies to the next-generation upstream infrastructure, or charging
polnts, as reported in this I |8 mn essentlal 10 the problem.
Accordlng to the report, the 2,000 crore under the PM Electric Drive Revolution
in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-Drive) scheme, which replaces the
enrller sibsldy programme, will be spent to support 48,400 list-charging polnts
for electrie two- and three-wheelers, 22,100 podnts for electric cars, and 1,800
points for electric buses and trucks. The objective 1s to add 72,300 fast-chargers
to the current modest network of 1,300-0dd polnts. The Minlstry of Heavy
Indlustries has also identl ed 40 cities for electrie four-wheeler charglng-pelnts
with Delhl, Bengalun, Mumbal, and Hyderabid leading the way, and 40 highway
corrdors for e-bus transit, Overall, the push could be a game-changer, especlally
given the unviable ownership economics of battery swapplng, The question is
whether the progrumme and [s structure will go far enough to meet the ambitiows
varget of a 30 per cent EV market shire by 2030,

The two key issues are whether the programme can help match this tanget
and the efficiency of the subsidy-disbumsement mechanism. One comparlson
can be diwn from Ching, the world's largest EV market. EVs account for over
half the market there and they are served by over 3 million public charging:
podnts, the lamgest such network n the world. In Indla, EVs are expected bo
account for about 7.8 per cent of the market in 2025 and are grossly unde serviced
by the public Infrastructure for charging. In that sense, PM E-Drive could make
an appreciable difference, However, the key would be how it s implemented.
The functioning of the two editions of Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
(Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles, or the FAME scheme, suffered from operational
glitches on account of the manner in which manufacturens clalmed subsidies.

The staggered design of subsidy disbursement under the current scheme
has the potential to mire the charging-point business in red tpe, Under the
scheme, 30 per cent of the subsldy will be released after the tender-award stage,
A0 per cent after the fust-charging station is deployed, and the rest after the suc-
cessful commercial operation of the charging station. These terms may need
clarification to mwoid confusion over definitions of “deployment” and “successful
commercial operation”. The other standard problem of delays over subsidy dis-
bumement, o common complaint of beneficlaries of the FAME scheme, also
needs to be avolded if the scheme s to galn traction. While the pitfalls of the
earlier scheme need to be avoided to increase the penetration and adoption of
EVs, the charging infrastructure bit is perhaps more crucial. While the 'M E-
Dirive initiative aims to boost the penetration of e-buses and e-trucks — a move
that is certainly welcome — establishing robust changing infrastructure will be
crucial for the broader adoption of EV, particulary among private vehicles,
which dominate Indian roads,

limpl effectively.

To have an accommodating
Investment climate, l¢ I8 Imparuant
to ensure sthbe governance, Clarity
In constituthonal aRslgnmems, coor-
dinanted polley calibration, certalnty
In governance, and conslitency In
court judgments are Impaonant preconditlons
creating natabbe [nvestment climate [n the country.
The environment gets vilated whien Judgments
take o retrospect ive appronch, as Investors do not
expect rules to changs for past business activitles,

In ehis context, the slgn adverse le

*

POLICY PILLARS
M GOVINDA RAD

ILLLATRATION: BINAYSINHA

under the Seventh Schedule; (I} the royalty deter-
mined under the Mines and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) (MMDR) Act and pald by the lessee
to tha lessor I8 not bn the nature of & tax; (1) whils
Entry 50 of the State List empowers the states 1o
lewy the tax on mineral dghts sublect to limitations
placed by Pariament through laws relating o min:
eral development, the regulation placed under
Entry 54 of the Unlon List does not apply ta this
power to levy the tax; and (vl the
regulation under Entry 54 doey
not limit the states” power to levy
ek on land bearlng minerals
' under Entry 49 of the State List,
A subsequent order by the
Bench on Awgust 14, 2024, lurther
Ataved: (1) the states can levy or

renew i demands e

scheme of our Constitution, greater power |s con-
ferred upon the Centre vis-h-vis the states does not
mean that states are mere appendages on the
Centre, Within the sphere allotted to them, states
are supreme. The Centre cannot tamper with thelr
powers. More particularly, the courts should not
adopt an approach, an interpretation, which has
the effect of or tends to have the effect of whittling
down the powers reserved Lo the states.”

While the above dictum |s commendable and
will be appreciated by federalisis whowant to safe-
guard state powers, It I8 Important to take note of
the economic implications of this judgment. In
Shivashakr Sugars v Renuka Sugars (2017) judg-
ment, the Supreme Court had emphasised that
courts have a duty o undertake a detalled econom e
analyals of the Impact of thelr decislons, and when
multiple I the law are Ible, the
court must adopt the view that °...subserves the
economle nterest of the natlon," Some of the eco-
nomic plefalls of the judgment were spelt out by
Justice BY T b e bone dl
ment, bue the adverse economlic consequences of
the Judgment are even more proneunced.

First, thie mines are leased by governments, and
the royalty charged ks equivalent to the adminis-
teved price of the produce, 1t is & known fact that
adminisiered pricing in the case of & public
monapoly |s akin to an exclse duty, Second, mines
are not mobile and the states with mineral wealth
can impose high taxes on these products, exporting
the burden to resldents of other states, us these are
not destinatlon-based mxes. Third, mineral prod-
ucts are basle Inputs In Industres, and exorbliant
lewels of extraction in the form of royalty, taxes on
minerals, and taxes on mineral-bearing land are
Hkely to result In slgnificant cascading effects,
Since these are not part of GST, there will be no
Inpust-tax relied, and glven that mineral products
are @ssentlal inputs In manulfacturing, heavy taxa-
tlon could cause slgnificant cascuding and escala-
then bn costs, Fourth, multiple twatlon of minerls

Iy from Aprl 1, 2008; (i) the inter-
ent and penalties levied on
demands prios o July 25, 2024 will
bt winlvaed; and (L) paymant for
the retrospective tax demand
made before July 25, 2024, may be
ataggered over s 12-yeur perkod commencing fram
April 1, 2026, Following the judgment, some states
Bave Initiated measures to lwnmwn o minerils,
with some states proposing to levy u tax on land as
Tl s three tmes the value of the royalty,

Implications of the judgment by elght judges inthe
wlne-fudge Bench of the Supreme Courl lagt year,
bexd by then Chilel Justiee DY Chandrachud, In the
cae of Minevad Area Developrrent Adthoriey & Anr,
Vi MYS Steel Authoriy of India & Awr, have largely
pone unnoticed,

On July 28, 2034, overruling several enrlier decl-
alons, the Bench ruled that: (1) There bs no overlap
I tha tax powers asslgned to the Unlon and states

Ly, the staves have limived tax powers,
andd with the Implementation of the goeods and ser
vices tax (GET), thelr ability to ralie revenue
hrough taxes has slgnd leantly diminkshed, But, b
I equally Impartant o ensure that granting ax
powers Lo them For this reason does not vitite the
uRkness envirenmaent,

I justification, the judgment quotes an enrlier
Judgment on a different Issue by Justiee Jeevan
Reddy, which staged: "The fact that under the

Is lkely lor Indlan 1 TOR-SOT-
petitive, prompting Industry 1o elther reduce
dependence on domestle suppliers by resorting to
Imports or lobby for high wrlfl protection,
Resorting to Imports could lead 1o the closure of
mines and the loss of jobs, Alternatively, lobbying
for higher earl{Ts would enly hurt consumers,

The most perniclous impact of the udgmaent 18
the power to levy retrospective taxatlon,
Retrogpective changes (n pollcles have praviously
plunged the economy nto o quagmine of unceralnty,
vitkating the Investment climnte, We hid o bad expe-
rhence with the Vodifone tx case, and a similar sit
vkt hos emenged now, The retospective tixmtlon
e et i elimate of uncemalney for investors, The
anly hope i that the staves will realise the pleialls of
hevy taxatbon on these npats and avold applying
them retrospectively in thie Interest of fostering a
e accommodating business environmaent,

Tt et b h ? R Taribanda rices
Reddreasal Commigree. The viewsare persanal

India’s missing managerial capital

nealt Imuml thkngs about the periodic viskits
ow 1l Ighn chbel affl-

cirs (C bl]l!] such s Alphabet and Google's
Sundur Plehnd and Microsolts Satyn Nadells I8 tht
thary leave imlddle-clas Indlans basking In the warm
Blow of reflected glory, Both usually pay obligaory
obwelsance ot hat whtra-scarce resowree fn Indla: Human
coplnl. Mr Nadelln on his weent visic salc: “Theee is
na ddarylng that anyene who does not
tag inko Inclin's human capdtal is mak-
Ingg m chodee to not be compset ithe.

Arone bevel, Mr Racelln's statement
cn b rencd @y an wigent message to
tha Incoming Tremp adminlstratbon
not 1o m around with the H-11
vinn system that Silicon Valley hos so
profitably explolted for decudes, It can
o b interpreted as o reflaction of the
emerging global capability centres in
Indla that enable US corporations to
deploy I'T-educated [ndlan “human
capital” at minimal cost. This 18 the
usual undemtanding of such compli-
mendnry statements, What few sucooss-
ful Indban-orgin CEOs chooss bo address s why Incdlon
businesses have not produced equividents to Nadella,
I'.H:h.nl and others Idlm them In tlm Indlan business

L After all e of Rop qual-
Ity graduates from InrJ.In'u prember englneering and
management Institutes in Indlan companles.

Many bytes have been expended over the decades
onthe | limaktations of Indk ic piol-
ey and b lc red-tape that h
Indian business. These are valld arguments up to a
pednt But they donot explain the constralning man-
agement ecosystam that Indian businesses appear
to adopt by cholee, One of the less acknowledged

swor

KANIKA DATTA

polnts is the general ibsence of & genulne merl-
hnmed. sy stem in the Indlan business envirenmaent,
| are family-o thalr
Atrateglc munlumnl weosystam remalng within
the founder family, 1t s not that wa lack dy::umlt.

with proven records of shenanlgans, Whether Satyam
o YES Bank, both Jed by powerful founcher CEOs, It
Tt thie oy of the regulatory sgencles to show tham
tha door,

lt I ot mlhwwdl Inellin stamups ane manngeral

e even tog Bt I lth

itrdes on Glassdoorcom attest

senior n.pwtlnp structunes that nurrdilunwrldnn-
ately welghted In fsvour of the boss' son, daughter,
o, brother, nlecs, nephew and
all other kinships in between can
have a discouraging effect on man-
wgerial Innovathon.
Thix podnt to mote |s that many
of the US companies thae Indians
o hiad were also Founder-driven
at some polnt — from Google to
Microsoft o Adobe, Pepal, TRM and
Ao o, But unlike India's largest
businesses, no one would classify
tham as fumily managed. But most
founders gradually step back. sub-
Ject thelr staroups to market discl-
i, t I ek mnnmmmml

ir thmmslc nl |11n||JI1m. thist Fouinders cremte In many
of tham, But two factors act a8 ¢hecks and balances o
thie browdler transgresstons of powerful founder- CEOs,
“Th flest Is thee fsct tlnl eor-founchers tend to be o bunch
ol o havve banded together
o ereatie n business, so meriiocrucy |8 the defmilt stan.
durd operating procecdure, Second, since they ralse
el ey from venture caplial (W) and private equd-
ty (PEY Rancls, they are subject to a degree of seruting
that Incba's narrow capital markets somehow do not,
“The contrast is noticeable, In 2008, the board of hous-
Ingecom sacloed one of ity founders and CEO Rabhul
Waddaw for his ervatle conduct, In 3022, BharatPe co-
founder Ashneer Grover was dismissed by the board
fox fomission and "

In contrast, consider Byju's. the meteoric online

Into professlonal merit

il b frm., Mow swamped by debt, court cases

(mmong the FAANGs, Amazon and Meta remaln rel-
atlvely yo outhlershand create
ronmaent for talent and Innovatlon,

That may explaln why the faster growlng and
Innovative Indian businesses are emerging from the
startup unlverse where young people can operate
outslde the suffecating environment of fumdly man-
agemant, That applies equally to corporate boards,
Where boards In the West are known to have Jettl-
soned poordy performing CEOs and founders —
Apple, HE, Yahoo and Uber being good examples —
e bowrd s conventional company i India has been
a0 bold as to dismilss ts promoter or CEO, even those

and Insol [; dl it remudned an essen-
tally Funndly-driven outfit with the founder, his wife
aned brother running the show, [ndependent board
miembiers quit after [t becama clear that thelr advice
wan belng lgnored, T hiu IKMII Isn rarlty I most
Indlan hnard.n h i

nn the | " goodwill
aned obligingly rubber stamp thedr plans.

A critical mass of creative, Innowvative mnnnue
meent I8 a ey pleal” h.
need just as much as o well educated and healthy
workloree, India lacks both, which may explain why
Indlan businesses remaln minnows in global corpo-
Tt waters

Foreign policy begins at home

policies, the author concludes that,
“Greater diplomaticamentlon, better
functioning regional cooperation,

relatlonshipwith Pakistan, Since
partition. Indo- Paklstan relations have
witnessed a rangeof policles. Islamabad

domestic component, This 8 a8 true of
India's relations with West Asia, Its
participation in a variety of
Instivutions from Brics tothe Bayof
Bengal Initlative for Multl-Sectoral
Technleal and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) to the Aslan Infrastructure
Investment Bank (ALIE) shows how
India is trying to emerge as a voice of
the Global South.

Tobe sure, there s nothing newthat
the book discusses or promilsesto
uncover. What ltachleves Instead ks its
abdlity toalmplify and highlight many of
the events that have had apeminant

A

Increased economic, and humanitarlan | alsoposesafundamental challenge to
palns o detalled plotureof the path that Armplicatbons for India's d and i India'ssecurity anddomestic peace, From
Indinadopted toreach ts curment forelgn it on Ivity areahby Infmum for mmm-lurdertmuﬂnmmlm
palicy " hewrites, Thisls well- Indlaifitseeks to retaln a leadershi “hina, all these declslons
Hmitations as wellasthe challenges. known but thebookoffersadetalled role in the nelghbourhoeed,” The book have proved achallenge for Mew Delhl's
‘The book s a great acdithon tothe account ofhow New Delhl managed to also dwedls on the Inroads macde by fomnelgn policymaking. The author
I.Its.vlualu.ml:nnlndlnn[l:mai'u;n|:u:||1«:5|I achieve this feat. "India experienced ChinainSouth Aslaand nrguenlh.nl mmm “Forallthese reasons.a
BOOK REVIEW daeye | severs fundamental changesinand “Ultlmately, th i, isrioAaHEUppORINg,
view, Itlnmlfumaednnmymr@mnr around 1991 that sharply altered s Indlas revislonis
GUMIAN SINGH aspecifictime frame, and thus, offersa Internatbonalenvironment, s economy, nelghbeurhood VESHWA SHASTRA: Paklstanlsa
gluhniperspeclwenn usdla'smal.ljnn in its domestic polltics, and |ts national should marter Far India and the World e o be
n hig latest book, Dhineva Jalshankar lain | securiry” hewrites, underscoring how ot bo Mew Dalhl Aiithor: managed by India
Ie.\:phhu the orlgin and of ﬂ!r‘ | sebgn policy domestic political changes and than It does to any Dhruva n-
the Sanskrit words Vishwa Shastra, declslons were curated and what asplrations have hadadirect impact on other major power,” Publisher: Penguin term, not
used inthe title, as “treatise of the motlvated them. Most impartantly, Mr Inedia's forelgn polkey and s international Whille discussing Vikin, . necessarily one i
world". As he writes, "lnnttuhe India's il il ng. India-China & e resolved.”
wiorld, & Vishwa Sh i i | ly today's relatboma and Pages: 4l ‘The book also
The book, however, la"alm'lclmmdu& declslm\shecame a5 he ] globallsed world order s not devold of providinga detalled Price: ¥699 focuses on India's
tlon to India and the world, one that start, forelgn policy will have to beginat anykind of great power rivalries, The overviewofthis relatlons withthe
remedies some of the shortoomings of home." Headds, "Iust asits forelgn policy rlse of China as a revislondst state and hilateral warld with the
the exlsting Hrerature", That's exactly beginsathomea, Ind.iudmwnlcmlcy the challengesthis posas tothe relatiomahip, the helpof changes
whmlheauthnln:hle\vﬂ will b h Amerlcan-led liberal world order has author'sconclusion lsthat *unlessChina | within Indlan domesile policies. The
lofinformation domial ch 4 emerged as amajor ideologleal conflict. adopts s fundamentally different push for non- allgamemandthe
mfollmalhwuappmadlmanﬂm One of the most iImportant domestic ‘This ghobal dvalry puts Indla ina chall from that are
the Wl lar palicy thehookexamines i difficult position, given New Delhl's aftairs, New Delhi will have to continuern | discussed Indeeail and soare policles
I‘mmmlmmmnd&m M, IaLshnnL'.ar India's nuclear programome and grmnngclnaeneuwlthlheunlmd prepare fora much maore competitive such as Look Eastand Act East, the
declslons | ambitlons, "Indis’ | aslttriesto relationshipwith Beljing " acceptance of the concept of the Indo-
and policy shiftsthas have been crucial in both fuelled bythe il | relations with Beljing. Themost pertinent challenge for Pacific and the Quad. For all these, the
moulding Indlan forekgn policy: Thebook rivalrywith Pakistan, butit had wider OnIndia’s neighbourhood and Indllan forebgn policy hasbeen s authoremphasises there is a strong
0 00 | o0 00 a o0 o0 |

Impacton il order.
Itjuxtaposes Indlan domestic politles
withtheway thecountry's forelgn policy
hasunfolded and suggess the directhon it
hioule take, Indla has 1

"

state
toonethat plays asignificant role in the
global syster,

However, the baok, though
exhaustive, pays less attentlonto
reglons such as the European Union,
Latin America and Afrlca, underscoring
the point thar they remaln peripheral to
Indla'sworld view,

The reviewer s associte professor, O Jindal
Gilaba! University
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Governorand the
politics of spite

rl Namil Nadu Governor B N Ravi has wrned out to be
repeat offender, ereating controversies and con-
frontations with the state government only for the
sake of ereating them, On Monday, he walked out of the
State Assembly without reading his customary address
ar mebeglrmmg nfme sessmn He claimed that he left the

LIt 3 before

COMMENT

NEW ORDER

Whatdrives India’s shift

toprocessed foods

Findings from the
HCES and other surveys
underline worrying trends =
indietary habits
MAYA K AND NEERAJ KUMAR

ndia'srich culinary tradition, deeply

nwasnot

e :klmrulhu.addnm Raj Bhavan said that “the Consi-

tution of Bharat and the national anthem were onee again

insulted” in rh:A-&many amlhc coubd mot be a party it

Thee .fnrdwsmm :mr_hcm
—Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu tobcp]ayrd atthebegi

found understanding of nun—iﬁ
and healthy living, However, the recent
Household Consumprion Expendi-
ture Survey (2023-24) highlighes con-
cerning trends, particularly a decline

the proceedings and the national anthem art the end, The
state government has said that the Governor's action was
“childish”and unbecoming of his position.

It i5 clear that the Governor was inventing an issue for
mnﬁ'nnmmnwlhﬂngrm mm\nt Thisisthe lhlrtl"purm

LICC

scenes over his ad.dn:v. 1o the State Assembly. In 2112‘3 Ilr:
omitted some parts of thead dress prepared by the state gov-
crnment, |nclL|d|rLga. rdmnccto the " Dravidian mode of

in | caoking practices, The
survey reveals a decrease in the shm’
T it:
inureon food itemsin both rural andur-
banareas. Specifically the shareof food
items in monthly per capita expendi-
turedecreased from 52.9% 1047 4% in
rural areasand from42.62% to 39.66%
in urban areas berween 2011-12 and
2023-24. This decline highlights the
wnrrylng wrend FJ[\'.‘II'I|='-|I|P1gII".‘hle|N‘|—

governance.” Lastyear, hed d
fromthe textand left the Houseina T The survey also S'm\'s rgdumdmml
Tl when a resolution was moved avi's re in rural an

. Fii - In2011-12, the spendi cerel
urging the Speaker to maintainon - W 10.69%and EE.SHG.h'lI]:i%ﬁgccmsse:x
records only the speech approved - JTIRT] 497%and 3.7 4%, respectively, in2023-
by the government. It is surprising 24, Additionally, there has been adras-

actions have
undermined the
constitutional
office

that the Governor considers it an
insult to the national anthem when
itisnotsung onan oceasion thatdid
notrequireit tobe sung. There is no
protocol about the national anthem
that it should be sung before the
Governor's address. So there was

noinsulttothe national anthem and the Constitutionin the
assembly on Monday, Gow.-mar Raviwas acluall} accused

IC

tic fallin the consumptionofvegetables
in rural and urban areas. The share of
menthly percapitiexpenditure on veg-
etablesdecreased from 6.62% w0 6.05%
inrural areas and from 4.63% to 4.12%
inurbanareas.

 There has been a modest rise in the
shareofmont

on milk ard milk productsin both rural
andurbanareas, Spendingon eggs, fish,

lativelystable,

idi toftheConsti Assembly
last year without waiting for the n.lhrmaJ anthem.

It may be noted that Governor Ravi has used such situa-
tions toshow the DMK government as unpatriotic. Itisthe
constitutional duty of a Governor toread out the addressto
the Assembly prepaned by the state government. Governor
Ravi has refused to carry out that duty and created tan-
trumsover the address, Hisvariousactions, suchas holding
up leg;slanonbyde]agmgassemm bills, and other decisions

"'III.HIUIIIH. | d th
constitutional office that he holdstoa platform for political
opposition to the government. Governors in other states
ruled by non-BJP parties have also cond ucred themselves
inthesame fashion, Itis such conduct that goes against the
Constitution and harms democracy,

Public transportnot
only about revenues

T\r Karnataka government’s decision to increase bus

fares by 15% acrossthe four regional transport corpo-
rations (RTC) has sparked significant public discon-
tent. The fare hike is projected to generate an additional Rs
74.85 erove monthly, and help offset rising costs, primarily
due to the escalation in diesel prices and wage revision for
employees, The last fare revision wasin 2015 for BMTCand
in 2020 for theother RTCs, Wlth anawmge::i 115 passen-
gersrely hese servic tissignificant.
Asifthese were not enough, Bengaluru Metro fares are set
tojumpby45-50%, marking the firstrevision in eight years,
Under the revised tariff, the base fare will rise from Rs 10 o
Rs15, w]'uleﬂwmammumfnrewll] increase from Rs 60 1o
RsB0.Tt i iom:woulditnot be prudent
fior the government to introduce small, periodic fare hikes,
ratherthan imposinga steep burdenon commuters?
These fare hikes have reignited the debate on whether

with a slight increase observed in rural
areas, In 2011-12, the share was 4.79%
inruralareas and 3.65% inurbanareas.
By 2023-24, it had increased to 4.50%
in rural areas but decreased wo 3.56%
in urban areas. On the other hand, the
consumption of pulses and pulse prod-
wets, an integral part of Tndian cuisine,
hasdecreased significanthy. indicating a
shiftindietary preferences, The shareof
pulseand pnlb. pmducu.m monthlyper
capita duced from 2.76%

an n 4
food has risen from 8.98% and 7.9%
(2001-12) 0 11.06% and 9.54% (2022-23)
im urban and rural areas, respectively.
Recentresearch has highlighted the in-
creased consumption of sugar, oils, and
highly processed foods in Indian diets,
particularty in urban areas. According
oo data from E umnnnlmr [20!9] per
capi
foodsin India nuad;rduublud from $31.3
n2012c0 857, ?1|\20|3.11|¢m1$(ilm]
Nutrition Report also h:

al food chain outlets from metro citiesto
small towns and villages. The migration
of people and their subsequent

tion to the processed food culture
contributed to the growing demand
for such food in India. Factors such as
urhanisation, the rise of nuckear fami-
lies, the increasing number of working
couples, increased family incomes, and
wark pressure have also driven individ-
ualstorelyon processed food. Addition-
ally, therisec o(on]me delivery networks

nmlmdmalym\mﬂsolmdusmalu
processed and manufactured foods, as
mqucndu: mclm lhr overall nueri-

and

has reval d the food |r|du.l1(r)
providing new business opportunities.
I shifistherefiance from home-cooked
ﬁnlluallcnuuvrluxl SOUICES,

erans-fat, sl alldd»ﬂarynmgydensury

dietaryfibre, potassium, iron, zinc. mag-
nesium, and other essential nutrients,
Consequently, numerous studics have
expressed concerns about the health
implications of the rising consumption
ofthese foodsin India.

According vo the Ministry of Staris-
rics and Programme Implementation
(MOSPI), inthe financial year 2023, ur-
ban households with elimlndeswnunds
alkecated nearly 50% of their monthly
Tood budget m:ﬂ: chagred food, dining
out, and food delivery services. The
data indicates a significant decrease
iin home cooking among Indians over
the past ten years, as evidenced by in-
cmsaed 5pend.|l|g on dining our and

ds. The share

neonsump-
tion of these food items is concern-
ing, especially given the awarensss
thar they have lower nutritional value.
Staristics indicate that the number of
deaths due to lifestyle diseases is in-
creasing in India. The number of pa-
tients suffering from various lifesiyle
diseasessuchas obesity, hypertension,
diabetes, heart allments, and cancer is
showing anincreasing trend, Benween
200506 and 2015-16, the percentage
of men andwomen inurban Indiawho
wereoverweight or obese inereased by
almost 10 polm‘zwmad! 7 6% formen
and 37.6% for women. In rural India,
the prevalence was 14.6% for menand
18 2% for women.

The statistics highlight significant
challenges Faced by the Indian pop-
ul'mou in the health sector. Lifestyle

ar
society, making healthcare inacces-
sible for many families and pushing
them into poverty. As a result, the pri-
vate health sector m.nywlw advantage

systems struggle 1o provide adequare
trearment. In addition to lifestyle
diseases, the National Family Health
Survey-6 (2023-24) highlights the
alarming issue of malnutrition among
children and women in the country.
Promating a healthy food culure re
quires careful consideration of family
dynamics and parental influence. Price-
itisingz the inclusion of naturally grown
Fruits, vegetables, and raditional foodsin
dailymeak signiicantly enhances nueri-
tionalvalue. Addressing India's nutrition-
i pry

ol 78%inruralareasandfrom1 3% to
L2F%in urban areas.

The traditional nurritious home-
cooked meals in Indian houscholds
are increasingly being replaced by
processed and packaged food items. In-
dia has experienced a significant shift

of pnmsedh)dnmi beverxge spend-

ing in middle-income households' food
budgets has alsoincreased from 16% o
mearly 25%. The demand for these un-

healthy food items isalso anticipated to
grow in the coming years becase the
largest group of consumers comprises

regulating processed foods, A compre:

hensive approach is needed - one that

improves the nutritional quality of the
] e ciobl
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SPEAKOUT

The difference between the Indiaof 2004 and
the Indiaof today isclearlyvisible, Under the
leadershipof PM Narendra Modi, people living
across the world, those who

believe in Sanatan Dharma, are

proud. Alongwith development,

wehave also worked to take the

heritage forward...

Nand Gopal Gupta. UF Minister

Aman given to pride is usually proud
of the wrong thing.
Henry Ford

TOBEPRECISE

INPERSPECTIVE
China’smilitary
upgrade, astrategy
slip-up?

Beijing s strategic

. e arobust foree of Termedi-
shift from defence g&i&mwmmﬁ&
tooffence hasled hontis eacuerm

unnerved ies neighbours,

1 ahility = eapecially Japan, This was, of
l()lnf*hlh]llty-llld Srpecilyowpur. Thicys, of
undesiredoutcomes defence requiremens Ve i

the core pringi

UlllmsG]uha.l SL'tullnf]mtl.l—
tive comeepd, the idea that the
securiryolonenation is insepa-
rablefrom thesecurityofother
AR,

Unintended

SUNDARAM RAJASIMMAN

hiina's stated intent is to
become a world-class
‘military power by 2049
= “world-class” is subject to
in:evprem:iau as it implies
both quality and lmdl. From

aChinesepe tive,aworld-  China's military security sirat-

onutrient-rich, unprocessed foods.
(M i asststam professor,
Deparenrent of Ecomomics, Christ

towards consuming processed foods  middle-income individuals. Deenved ro be Unfrersicy, Bengalury;
and beverages, mising concerns about Neergyiea research schadar,
changing dietary habits. According to Lowmrmuulynsrlsk Deparemnent of Ecomometrics,
the HCES, the monthly per capita ex-  Glot uton  Liniversicy of Madras)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Atravellingtribe of soul sisters

There are friends, there’s
Family, and then there are
friends who become family

FREEDA WILSON

n an era where social media domi-
natesourlives, itisrefreshing o rem-
inisoe about the good old days when
fri:mﬂipswm!m'gcdui(houzm:;iﬂ

oft Ourgroupof 16

public rransportation should prioritise profitability or
serve the larger interests of socicty, that is, promoting
social mobility, reducing congestion, and mitigating envi-
ronmental impacts, The government must sirikea balance
between the financial wablllry of transport corporations
and the need for social equity. Pub-
lic transport serves as the lifeline -
for many, especially those in the MUl T
low-income groupswho dependon UGS RS
ittoaccessemployment, education, RIS
and healtheare. Rising fares could
disproportionately burden vulner-
able communities, risking their
exclusion from essential services.
Affordable public transport also
offers significant environmental
benefitsincluding reduced reliance
on private vehicles and thereby, lowered emissions, Lux-
embourg, for example, has demonstrated how free public
transport can lead to greater economic participation and
social equity. Karnataka's Shakri scheme, which provides
free travel to over 64 lakh women every day on non-lusxury
buses, further illus how d initi S Can em-
powermarginalised groups,
Thechallenge, however, liesinensuring financial sustain-
ability of public transport systems without compromising
accessibility. The government should explore innovative
funding options, such as non-tariff revenues - advertising,
partnerships, or public-private collaborations - alongside
subsidies that support free or reduced fares. A holistic,
integrated public transport system that offers seamless
::ummnwry ||n|1'ctl't|r.h:hn5, and t'a-‘-,\rlmnslmm cmual
formaxi g the Ib of ransit
ing operational costs. Ultimately, public transport should
nat be seen solely as a revenue-generating enterprise. It
shﬂuld bt .'Ltn(ll ﬁ]rr_nhum:lng the quality of life, fuem:nng
esustainableenviron-
ment. By adopting a comprehensive, forward-thinking
transptmpq:hq-' thegmernmn:can bmld*\sy-uem that is

government
prioritise
profitability over
social equity?

warmien, metand gotto knoweachother
during our firstjobin the late 1990s and
gradually formed astrongbond over the
las1 25 years! Back then, mobile phones
and WhatsApp were unheard of, Over
the course of time, we tok other jobs
and drifted apart, leading our own lives
uintil the advent of Facebook, and one
of our friends brought us all together,
reconnecting everyone after abmost 10
Tong years!

We got together more frequently,
as time perminted, cavching up over
lunches and marvelling at how time

Ihad flown by Almost all ofus wens now
married, with children, and some had
relocated to different cities or coun-
ries. Our get-togethers were all about
non-stop chartter, laughter, and unfil-
tered conversations. Our friendship
was i unique entity, distinet from our
relationships with family members,
spouses and acquaintances.

After afew years, wedecided torake
our camaraderic to the next level by
planning & trip together and spend a
good few days together; a day of char-
er wast't enough anymore, Our first
exeursion wis 1o Kodaikanal akid-free
and hushand-free zone, where we rel-
ished every moment together. The ex-
perience was rejuvenating, and we re-
wrned home refreshed. The joy lasted
ayearand then we wanted to do more.
We stayed more conmected now that
we had social media, mobile phones,
and WhatsApp. We realised we had
50 much i Common—we were prac-
ically like family, sharing everything
from our clothes 1o food and gossip,
without batting an eyelid. Another trip

tor Puducherry was soon planned and
executed! The sun, sand, and sea: our
never-ending chatter; laughter and
countless photographs summed wp
OUr getawWays.

Withthe mountainsand theseadone,
irwas time todo something different.

A third mrip ro a farm on the ouskires
of Bengaluru was planned recently.
It gave us an opportunity to do things
we always wanted to do: sing and
donce around a bonfire, harvest some
ragj, walk around in the rain huddled
together under shared umbrellas, ride
@ tractor, and eat some wholesome or-

class military power can deter,
fight and win modern hi-tech
wars against technologically
advanced militaries such as
the US and irs allies. In given
times, apart from the US, no
other major power can clim
the starus of a global military
power: This status is not just
an outcome of having a mod-
ern combat force and weapon
systems, butalso of geography.
Thee US' global power status
stems from its unhindered ac-
cess to two oceans: the Atan-
ticand the Pacific. Under no
circumstanece will continental
powers suchas Russia or China
e endowed with such a mili-

taryadvaniage.

Although under debare,
China has indeed come a bong
waty b now become a military
selence and rechnology pow-
erhouse. At the Great Hall of

egy in the Indo-Pacific caused
military insecurity for Russia
which was forced o research,
develop and field strategic

systems after the US
withdrew from the INF trea-
ty in 2019, chus weakening
the Euro-Atlantic security
architecture, built painatak-
ingly since the 19680s, While
the US only cited Russian vi-
olations of the INF Treaty as
grounds for withdrawal, offi-
cials i the Trump administra-
tion made clear that concemns
about the need for longer-
i rinsgiles in manitme Asia
to match Chinese capabilitics
also informed the decision. In
May 2024, for e first tinve,
the US deployed 10 a foreign
country (Philippines) ground-
launched missiles previously
barred by the now-defunct
INF Treary-a new Mid-Range

the People in Beijing, on the  Capability (MRC) missile gys-
occasion of the 75th anniver-  tem, Typhon.

Maost countries in the In-
do-Pacific region are deeply
invested in fielding long-range
counter-strike and kindaitack

sary of the founding of the
Peoples Republic of China,
President Xi statesd, “Chinese
people will score more re-

ganic food. markable achievements and  capabilities induding Japan,

Thereare friends, there is family, and make greater conributions o a major change for a stave that
there are friends who become family. the noble cause of peace and - hasnot hadasubstantial offen-
These redationships that have stood the development of humanity”.  sive strike capability since the
testof timeare rare and precious. Toall However, the advances China  Second World War. This mil-
the bays and girks, men and women out is making s a military power  itary requirement is further
there, I urge you to find your tribe and are breeding insecurity and  strengtheningthedependence
nmtthusrrtlnuonshlps_mamrld nnmufmsmlrtynrmmdlu of countries in China's periph-
that's i i Tiot- periphery — suc- eryon the US for connective

ic, it's essenti@al to hold on o friendships
that uplift and refresh your soul. The
restof theworld canwait!

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Will Trudeau’s exit help thaw India-Canada ties?

Apropos “Trudeau: A chip off the old block in wrecking
ties with India’ (Tan 8), Justin Trudeau’s decision to step
down as Canadian Prime Minister marks the end of an
promise but was marred by political
missteps and economic challenges, Trudeau's govern-
ment was seen as a beacon of liberal walues, contrasting
with the isolationist rhetoric of US President Donald
Trump’s first term. However, pulilic fatigue set in as

era thar began with

Teatesmp il .
Unjustified hike

The recent KSKTC fare hike isa
severe blow to commuters. It'sa
clear case of robbing Peter to pay
Paul. The state government must
reconsider its Shakti scheme, which
offers free bus travel to women, and
redirect the benefits to senior citi-
eens, Divyangs, and school chikiren,
regardiess of gender. This will also
reduce the financial burden on the
government. Instead, the govern-
ment is hiking taxes and fares, with
milk prices likely to follow. A com-
parison with neighbouring states

reveals that Karnataka's fares are
already high,
N Devarajan, Manjangud

Alarming
The report that 7.11 lakh pareels of
farmland in Karnataka (Jan 8) are
under illegal and non-agricultural
use isar damning indictment of sue-
essive glM‘I‘ﬂmi.ﬂlﬁ wwn plannlng
policies. This has i

Trudeau faltered in the face of rising living eosts, hous-
ing erises, and internal party struggles. His handling of
the economy, marked by rising inflation and stagnant
wages, Failed to satisfy most Canadians. Trudeau’s exit
iinay thaw the lndia-Canada ehill, but improvement
depends on the next government addressing India’s key
security concerns, which worsened under Trudeau.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengalury

Gowda has rightly described the
situation as having a “humon gouas
and cascading effect.” The Akrama
Gal heme h h

cess hm:ds I‘zllurt L:Inna hae. nt.gm: including space-based
e, surveillanoe and
by deviating from its strategic  reconnaissance capabilities,
culture that pmerers “defence’  and joint —an un-
over‘offence’. desired for China.
smmgxumbthtywhlchnut By far the muslmnscquen-
the. tial coumter-pr
ance of power in the region. umdmwsnlm underiateen by
Withstrategic stability nosw tilt- a is its naval modernisa-
edin favour of offence, armed According to Admiral
canflicts are more likely than  Arun Prakash (Retd), Ching’s
when Chinawas solely fielding  investment in its navy is the
defensive weapon systens, largestsofarinworld history. In
It isinteresting to note that  theory, China's naval moderms-
itwas Chinatharmay  sation hasviolated the cardinal
have indirectly caused the princple of geopolitics which
war in Ukraine by creating s - any land power located on
the strategic need for the US  the Eurasian landmass must
o break away from the Tnter-  not invest ina large naval fleet.
mediate-Range Nuclear Foree  As a land power cursed by its
5 (INF) Treaty which limited geoyaplu. China s left with
tlIE types of weapons systems naval modernisation that is

od the issue, allowing real estate
violators to flourish and impacting
citizens” health through pollution,

Id pus- jomall
sue. According to President  the maritime order. For ex-
Vladimir Putin, “INF Treaty  amiple, Ching'sunveiling of the
was an imporant clement of  sixth generation Gghter air-

allocation of apen spaces, parks,
playgrounds, and raminetwurks.

turnin,
Revenue Minister Krishna Byre

I time to reverse this trend and thearchitectureensuringinter-  craftwillinevitably foree coun-
prioritise good | 0 national ity and ie trics such as India to pursue
H RBapu Satyanarayana, Mysuru stability The Treaty played the  space-based surveillance sys-
maost particular role in main-  tems, extending the battlefield

& i the e taining prediceability and re-  beyond Earth’s aimasphere.
{aniy lotiers SIrng lnllteml.eslle spherein  (The writer teaches Indian
e — ot han tharitien — vl be ancepsed. the European area”. Historyand Pofiticsar Sichuan

ete jungles, oy o e China, unrestricted by any  Inrernational Studies

20 plene armseontrol agreement, fedd-  Universiey, Chongging, Ching)



A thought for today
Sadly, it's much easier to create
a desert than a forest
JAMES LOVELOCK

What The Zuck

Meta dropping fact-checks is reminder why established
news media is vital for information dissemination
Zuclifertmn; said doing away with fact-checks from Meta/Face-

book in US isa ‘free speech issue’. LOL. Trump demanded it

Zuck agreed. Trump's response all but confirmed it. Is there
any debate on how harmful online disinformation can be? Aside
from giving a free rein to truly dangerous loonies, it can directly
impact public welfare. Recall the flood of misinformation around
Covid. Recall posts that have stoked rioting in various countries,
Fact-checkers spot speculation or rumour - regardless of whether
the disinformation is floated out of ignorance or intended with
malice. Dodgy online posts can be deployed to disrupt institutional
structures or influence voter/citizen/consumer behaviours -
whatever its intent, it needs to be stopped at the gate. Therefore,
fact-checks have nothing to do with ‘freedom of speech’, but with
facts alone, There are irrefutable facts that even the current trend,
pronounced in parts of the world, of rewriting history can barely
‘unwrite’. For example, facts backed by
seientific evidence, which is irrefutable.
But Zuck knows all of this. He played
for one side when Trump lost, and is
playing for the other side now.

X Facebook in removing
fact-checks. So, Big Tech's accountability
is all but zero now. Despite global sub-
seribers the size of a big nation, social
media companies have long dodged
responsibility for what's on offer on thelr
platforms. It is tireless citizen-advocacy that ensured ‘fact-checks’
are institutionalised - Facebook at one time worked with almost 80
organisations globally on its platform, WhatsApp and Instagram,
Now, it willlikely all unravel. But just because Trump/Musk wants
itsocan'tand shouldn’t make all other govts helpless, In Europeand
Asia, govts must double down on efforts to make social media acco-
untable, hopefully without restricting genuine freedom of speech.

It's also necessary to restate the fundamental difference IJclwecn
mainstream news media, especially established n It

MEN ARE TOOLS

OF THEIR TOOLS
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Next, Trumpoline Economy

Slowdown in 2024-25 is due to low govt investment & sluggish pvt investment. Next fiscal vear,
every major economy will be on a wild ride thanks to Ti rump Good news will be lower oil prices

Dharmakirti Joshi
T g | India's coonomy will expand at 6.4%
A this fiscal as per the first advance

estimate of the gross domestic pro-
{ duct, hmedls in line mlh downward
ions Tarp

drop in second quarter growih to54%.
Nominal GDF. whichdoes notstripout the ||l|1mctof
inflation, grew ot 9.7%, lower than budgetary exg
tlon of 10.5%, s, India will become a 53.5m
economy in fscal 2025 from £3.61n in the previous year

Before delving further inte the how and why of GDP
growth, two things are worth noting.

® First, National Statistical Offiee started relea
.°v|]!g|hl’|1r$l advanceestimateof GDP inearly Jan each
vear in 2007 o facilitate Budget preparations. That year,
govi advanced the Budget announcement date by a
month to the firstday of Feb.
Second, these estimates are based on limited info
ble till Dec and ean change when fresh data is
‘!l'm] hile, Tlhe £51imates also re At GDP growth bs
expected to pick up to 6.8% in the second half of the
fiscal from 6.0% inthe first.

What's behind the slowdown? | The sn'.mthd{'or[ua

of India’s priva s E
hold Consumption Expenditure Survey 202324, has
been supported by healthy kharil production and
Promising prospec This is reflec:
ted in the higher agrigrowth estimates for fiscal
mn2sand increased des \ﬂ!‘nn'm'al-ﬁwumlproducm.

tion is attributed to a sharp slowdown in the
aecond quarter, reduced govt investment support, /

high interest rates and stricter lending norms.
Following the second quarter slowdown in
GDP growth to 54%, various forecasting
ageneies revised their full-year outlooks down-
wards. Reserve kul"lmil Lso lowered its
forecast to 6% from 7
Public investments h;.cm:(mlauds!ami,mls
are unlikely to meet budgeted targets, impac-
ting investment spending estimates. Between
Apriland Nov investm ent spending by 16 major
stategoves wasonly 42% of the budgeted capital
expenditure for the full fiscal, while central
govt capex for the same period was 46.2% of the
budpeted amount
Additionally. private corporate sector investment
remained; healthy "

Uty et

o
slowed 1o B4%, down from 9% in the previous year

such as TOL, and social media. Fact-checks had to be m:mdumd to

Privat back | On a positive note,

|n'|\'att- consumption has performed relatively well,

online platforms. But fact- :Elm_k-. are ]uurnalmn s warl

all GDP growth, In the last fiscal, pri-

principle. Newspapers, whether printordigital, h
keepers not because govis ask them to do so. But beeause that” shuu
journalism works, Big Tech platforms fight against being called
‘publishers’ toshy away from aceountability as well as to profit from
news-gathering a news company invests in, Citizens everywhere
should know that much of what they are reading on their social
media feed can be plain wrong - and some of itdangerously so,

Black Holes

Death toll of illegal mines, which are also environmental
hazards, keeps rising as govts look the other way

ne miner had died and at least eight others were feared
O trapped in a ‘rat-hole’ coal mine - a narrow, deep and illegal
mine with no safety measures - in Assam until Wednesday
evening. When the reseue operation is over, the bedies won't figure
in official statistics because India’s Directorate General of Mines
Safety only counts accidents in the formal sector: It claims coal mines
have become safer over the years. Fatal accidents in coal mines
declined from 143 in 1997 to 24 in 2022, it says. That's good, but what
about the thousands of men, women and children - smaller bodies
arean asset intheseclaustrophobic pits - riskinglife and limb every
day? Rat-hole mines become big news every
fiew vears, but casualties are far more frequent.
It'sonly when the tollmounts that news seeps
out to the national level. Fifteen rat-hole
miners died inanaccident inJuly 2012, 13again
in Dec 2018, five in May 2021, six in Jan 2024,
and these were just the too-bigto-ignore
cases. Nobody really knows what goes on in
Meghalaya's 26,000-0dd rat-hole mines that
never shut down despite an NGT order in
2014, or the hundreds more in Assam.
There's illegal sand mining too that's destroying rivers across
the country, Onestudy claimed 85 people drowned insand pitsdugin
riverbeds by the mining mafia between Jan 2009 and Nov 2020,
In 2018, a CAG report flagged the illegal extraction of almost 1001
tonnes of minerals — copper, lead and zine among them - over five
vears in just five Rajasthan districts, This is problematic on several
counts. First, the obvious revenue loss to the state. Second, illegal
mines never adhere to environmental regulations. Third and
most important. they don't carve about the lives of miners, as we are
seeing now in Assam.

Mark Ontony’s speech

At funeral of Kolkata’s yellow Ambassador cabs

o grew at halfl the rate of GDEF growth,
Rural consumption, which accounts for about 60%

sschast heselers,

Addittonally, the expected decline in food inflathon
will support discretionary spending, particularly by
low-income households, who have a higher proportion
of food in their consumption basket in both urban and
rural areas,

Urban economy faces the dual challenge of high
Inflation and slowing credit growth. Recent daia from

hat consumer ted
inurban areas and growth in retail credit, which hasa
larger footprint in the urban economy, ha vl
Owverall, private consumpion growtl
pick up in the second halfl of the y-ur (7.9
inflation eases, with
season tailwinds. To sustainably boost private consurmp-
tion, it isessential to increase em ployment opportunities
and household permanent inco his, in turn, wi
positively infwence theoutlook for private imestment.

6.7% | Mext fiscal
is exwﬁod tobeﬂloha]l) tumultuous, with tariff wars
likely tointensify as Trump assumes the US presidency
later this month. While slower global growth may
dampen export prospects, it will help keep crade oil

prices low, benefitting the Indian economy, which
imports 7% of its oil needs.
Weanticipatecrude ofl prices tobe 7075 per barrel in

calendar year 2025, which will support growth, help
eontain inflation and keep the current account deficit
within safe limits. Additionally. we expect govt capital
expendl thve the fiscal.
Assuming a normal monsoon, we project GDP
growth at 6.7% for fiscal 2026, slightly above the
pre-pandemicdecadal werageof 6.6%.

GDP data will not impact monetary policy | We do not
expect GOP data to change the direction of monetary
- poliey Inflation, and not growth, remains the
important hurdle for menetary policy. We are
peneilling in 50-75 basis point rate cuts over the
next 12 months Mationary pressures ease,
The total reduction in the upcoming cutting
cyele basis points
increase since May 2022, This is because domestic
growth is anticipated to stay healthy and the
global rate cut cycle is likely to be shallower.

| Govt
should priovitise infra development through
budgetary spending and asset monetisation.

Beyond the multiplier effects, this approach will
enhance logistics efficiency, boost growth pote
and enable aekward ine tion of manufacturing
operations that currently rely on imported inputs,
suchaselectronics.

Additionally, production-linked incentives for
sectorswith higherdomestic value additionand hi
investmient requirements will support priv.
expenditure,

Thewriter is Chief Economist, CRISIL Lid

It Was Here He First Became Just-Out Trudeau

It's difficult to pinpoint exactly when Canadians soured on him. But his first trip to India,
where he invited a convicted terrorist to his entourage. was a big turning point

Daniel Bordman

i On the morning of Jan & Justin
Trudeau walked down the steps of his
home to address the media, stating
I'I).lt he is Fighter™ and that he
“never quits” before subsequently
quitting his job. Trudean stated that
he would resign as leader of the
Liberal Party and PMof Canada, only
after there is a newly elected leader
of the Liberal Party, a process that he promised will
1 " 1 e notauited I

middle class is feeling the pinch. However,
it all goes much deeper tham just poor
economics. Another axiom of the 2015
Trudeau campaign was that Canada was
a “post-national state”, meaning we had
no worthwhile identity or relevant history
tebind us.

All cultures ave equal, except for our
own which is inherently worse because of
our past sins, Again, this may have
At the time, but the re
cation with no expectation of

Trudeau just yet.

But the effective rule of Trudeau is done. With
parliament proregued until March 2 andanelection to
T
through the
there s not enough time for a new leader to pnsfuhl}
pass anything before Oct. Which begs the question in
Canada: Why are we going through this charade? Do
the Liberals really think that a new leader can bring
them another term inoffice?

Canada is facing a cataclysmic economic shock.
wave with the return of the Trump

are unaffordable housing costs,
nearly crippled social services, and near
full cultural breakdown as authorities
hawe ceded our cities to various bands of
ARENCSS e extremists.

Coming from the Canadian-Jowish
eommunity myself, | can say that nearly
every family has at least considered the
possibility that Canada is no longer safe
for Jows., But themost extremeexample of the
cultural breakdown is Khalistani lunatics
running around the country threatening
airline 1 ki .mdu!emplcs

promising 25% tariffs on Canadian exports to US. The
final act of Trudeau sums up the Liberal philosophy
of the last decade: Ego before party, and party before
COUnLEY,

How did we get here? The most obwions answer ks
that Trudeau's policies failed. You can dress up bad
ideas in all the fancy and wrap yoursell in empathy
and moral virtue while you "grow the economy from
the heartoutwards™, butat ths endof theday econemic
policy i 1. It turns out
1he]mnmms.ald|hat “the hudgel will hahnce irsell™
amd that he “doesn't think much about econemic
policy™ did not in fact balance the budget and tanked
theeconomy:

Ten years into Trudeaw and even the upper

Even after Khalistanis were captured on
videostartingafight outside the Hindu Sabha
Manddir in Brampton and then breaking into
the temple grounds and whacking devoless
with Khallstani Mags, the Canadian establish-

dn't even bri lves to name the

pinpoint
country soured on him. For
some it was hypoerisy, like
when he called doctors,
farmers and small
business owners

“taxcheats” tojustify changing the tax laws to
fight the rich that just happened to not
change the tax-free status of his personal
trust fund. Seme people saw the seriousness
of his major scandals like SNC-Lavalin or
the WE scandal and determined e was an
unfit leader. Others turned on him after it
was found out that hedid blackface so many
times he could not eount the ineidents by
MEmary.

There wis one major turning peint

in the perception of Trudeau, and that
was his flrst teip to Indla. It was not
the fact that he invited a convicted
terrorist to his entourage. Canadians
are very good at ignoring stories that
they find too scary to deal with. It was
the general buffocnery of the whole
thing. When Canadians saw Indian
society mocking Trudeau, that was the
moment the handsome progressive icon
died and the international laughing
stock was born,

Despite it all, Trudean earned the
name ‘teflon Trudeaw’. But the bubble
finally burst when he decided it was time
to sacrifice his finance minister and
deputy PM Chrystia Freeland due to
another terrible Fall Economic State
ment where Canada ended up running a
C$a2bn deficit.

If Trudeau's legacy ean teach ws one thing. it
is that maybe the hand: yot
vagdd men with & fumous last niame. The world
may claim that a progressive and dynamic

leder will bring you more international

respect than your old, boring, economi-
cally literate leader, but that is not the
reality in the long term.
The writer isa Canodion jeurnalist

Calvin & Hobbes

O BIKE, LISTEM UP!

Sacredspace

The agreeahle

Bachi Karkaria AndImust pause till it comes back
tome...
Friends, b ' IF you prep
commuters, lend me  themnow
your fears; Laok, in this place ran radio cabs’

Icome to bury our
Peelbes, not to prisise

i,

The evil that taxis do lives after
them;

The good is oft interred in the
pothabes;

So bet it be with Peeli, The noble
shorkar

Hath told you the old Ambas-
sadors are obnoxious:

If it were so, it was a grievous
phault,

And  pgrievously  hath

dagger through;

See what a rent the new “No
Refusal” taxi made;

Through  this  oncebeloved
Transport Babu stabb'd:

And as he plucked his wretched
licenee away,

Mark how the fumes of Peeli

followdit,

As rushing out of choked

(38} exhaust tobe resalved
L) If PUC was finally mandatory
orno...

hiis Wi the most wnkin:

these splutiering  warrkors s . destcutof all;

answerdit @FTALICd  For when the noble Peell
Here underleaveof Trans- — heard this diktat,

port Babuand enbhironmentanlists Ingratitude, more strong than
Comae [ tespeak in Peeli Ambassa: — traitors” arms, Guite vig

dor's funeral. Then barst itz
It was my friend, faithful and  And, leaking at the base of Netaji's

usephul phor me:

It hath brought many office-goers
home

Whose licences did the state’s
coffersill...

© nostalgla! thou art fled to
pollushasn priests,

And men have lost their emo-
shanns. Bear with me;

My heart i% in the rusty dickie
there with Peeli,

statues,/...obsolete Ambassador fell.
0, what a banishment was there,
my Kolkata-men!
Yes trams, and rickshaws and
hoda gadis, all have bhaneeshed
‘Whilst blasdy mink-bus, Mere and
Metroflourish over us.

Alec Smart said: “We've had
HMPV for years: Hi Maintenance
People Virus.”

MAIEE AUTOGETVER greeal
TOO WELL . passions af love
- support the
L heartwithet any
e auxiliary pleasure. The bitter and

patinfiel emotions of gricfand
resentment move strongly require
healing consolation of sympathy.
Adam Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments

The Love-Hate Spectrum Is A Compass For Life Choices

Harsh Kabra

nour nationof over billion hearts,
love and hate shape destinies every
doy: From online debates tostreet
protests, from erickel stadia loeoui -
roOs, et lons swinging between love
and hateare i longer just personal
they are India's collective reality.

The love-hate spectrum highlights the
xmnh- ove |']-||>]r|l|:.u'l1l|t|1mlnﬂw neing

lehisiees. It reflect

nncimlm-\lamq and growth. By under.
tional

personal relationships.
Hate,

TANE, We Can. :Lcl withclarity and purpose.

make conscious choices, foster em pathy,
resolve inner conflicts, and align actions
Wwith our tr ui\-dc\gil‘v}%.d‘n‘a}ullm.ﬁmnm

d bal like,

force,
cnnalsusolwssatnschel It wmlsto
unr
withour values. For Hamplc.l[u work
envivonment feels toxie, the discomfort

Love msp:res rowth and

i awkhﬂmrnppol uml
tes. lling inh il

tion. When wealign choices
withlove, we foster harmony:
Amother sacrificingsleep
for her child d outoel

our experbences,

leap | notobligathon.

or situations and guides us to understand
what we valwe or refect. Recognising
these nuances helps avoid apathy and
discern selflessvess from selfishness,

Ins Il ka, this spectrum is more
pronounced than ever due to growing
sockal, cultural, and political polarisation.
Issues likecaste, religion, and regional
identities evoke strong emoticns.

Even when inconvenient,
choosing tosupport a
friend in need strengthens
bonds and builds trust
i said, “Let yoursell bestlently
drawn by the strange pull of what you
really love. It will not lead you astray.™
Thisadvice encourages introspection.

\\ hatexcites us? What feels mean ingful?

Lowvee aund hatear pusts for

ke 1ife's big

biltterness, mmam:thlm
reminds us, "Hatred neverends
thraugh hatred, By non-
e hatred alone does itend
Emotions influence
choices. A 203 paper from
the Jowrnal of Evotional

THE SPE-M{ING THEE Inteliigence showed that

standing your emotional response - Jove
for meaningful work or dread of
uninspiring tasks - can clarify which
path aliigns with your well-being.
Relationships. too, benefit from this
awarensss, I someont'sactions
consistently evoke resentment, it may
bee time to reassess boundaries or even
part ways. Actingon these realisations
takes cournge but leads to freedom.
Committing teuniversal love, sprea.

and radiating love through actions,
words, and intentions offset suffering.
Consistent practice of leve nurtures
spiritual growth, balances emotions, and

indli ton
Al feelings ek better docislons,
They are less Likely !oacnmpul_‘.l\\et\l, and

collective pain.
Inadiverse soctety such a8 ours, the
love-hate spectrum isa mivror for
If- . When weare honest in

likely to pursue long-
Imagine you are deciding between
twarjoboffers. One pays more but feels
draining; the other aligns with your

what we value.

or peaths fo

less money. Under-

acknowledging our feelings, weact in
alignment wtlhourlTu- selves. Life is
v what we
lways ours.

avoid. The cholee
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Tidings for agri-budget

All eyes will be on how the govt addresses
the narrative of agrarian distress

UDGET2025WILLLE 1 1
ing a year-long pmtest on the Pun|al:| Har)'ana border, A.Ileyﬂ.

will be on to how it add the issues troubling the fan'ners

who are restive as cultivation at th inisincreasingly unvi-

able due to costlier inputs, Agricultureis also expusrzd trJ the vaganes of cli-

matE- d extreme I-armmg I e risks hut
i turns, Farmers |

minimurm s support prices (MSPs) to shore u up Lhelrinmms among other

ASTMOMTH (DECEMBER 2,
2024), the apex court ruled
in favour of the govern-
ment'sintent to privatise the
power distribution business

demands, The finance ministry has had pre-Budget o I
farmel lepmemahw_t. and s.uughr. their feedback on government initia-
maorecanbedor productivity and resilience of the
agm:ultunl sector. They have demanded a review of the MSP regime, dou-
bling PM-Kisan income support, cheaper long-term credit, and scrapping
the goods and services tax on varous agricultural inputs. The agriculture
minister has also had pre-Budget discussions with farmer representatives
and areview meeting with state agricultural ministers,
Budget 2025, however, is unlikely to announce a legal puarantee for the
MSPregime due toits huge fiscal cost and the the fact that it impartsa cost-
plus dzlerminatiun to pldces that is inﬂaHunary.\'\maL wiII must likely be

annour

e 2 greater
dlimate resilience in agm:ulture Acase in point is addressing the price gap
betweenwhat farmers receive for their produce and what the consumer pays,
Forfruits and vegetables, they typically receivea third of what the consumer
pays while it goes as high as 75-80% for milk, thanks to the cooperative
mr_wwnem and pnvate sector dairies. Can't this be done also for fruits and
bl icultural economist Ashok Gulatit |

in Chandigarh, T ourt, in
its verdict, decided not to interfere in
the ruling ofthe HI%h Court of Punjab
and Haryana, which had upheld the
decision of the government of India to
privatise. The central g had

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ ADAPTING TO THE TIMES

Union minister Jitendra Singh

Al and block technologies are no more an
option but the only choice, the challenge is

to best utilise it for the benefit of mankind

© RIGHT SWITCH
EACH CASE OF PRIVATISATION HAS BEEN A LESSON FOR THE NEXT

A power distribution poser

SOMIT DASGUPTA

Seniar visiting fellow, KERIER

announced in 2021 its plans to priva-
tise the distribution business in all
Union Territories (UTs), currently being
undertaken by their respective power
departments, The ball has been set in
maotion in all the UTs, and the first suc-
cesswas in Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu where a well-known
private utility took overin 2022, In all
the other UTs, the matter is being pur-
sued, although In the case of
Puducherry it has gone tolitigation just
like Chand
Privatisat Ion of the power distribu-

ti isaveryold storyin India,

the l:reatlr.m ofa sEpamLe board on the lines ufthE National Dairy Develop-
ment ege s, Prime fra Modi hasalso
recenﬂy stated that five-six more cooperatives are needed to ensure better
prices for farmers, If Budget 2024 indicated that the government would
bring out a national mupeﬁli.un policy, the forthcoming Budget is likely to
make an annuum:ement by this mgard_

! bl res

with Odisha being the first state to take
this stepway backin 1997, followed up
by ancther round in 2020. After
Odisha, complete privatization across
the entire geographical area of a state
has only taken place in Delhi, There are,
of cou THE, BOME stray private utilities
cities — forexample,

arerising and th MOnsoon
R&Dinagricult from less LhanEl Sdbtoat leaall%ufagn-
GDP. Budger. 2024 indicatedthatthe governmentwillundertakea compre-
hensive review ofagricultural research to bring the focus on raising produc-
tivity and developing climate-resili ieties, and that funding will be
provided in a challenge mode, including to the private sector, The forth-
mmmg Eudgrzl is expected to make good an this intention by stepping up

in Mum'ba.l, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Surat, Moida, ete. ]"rlvatisatlon of the
distribution business has always been
avery tricky problem because of the
resistance it has faced, mainly from the
existing employees of incumbent util-
ities which are all government entities.
It has also been exploited for political
by the oppasition parties in

foragriR&Din real term that more high-yieldingand dli-
mate-resilient varieti farmers,

Budgel 2025 will also feature Digital India initiatives that use technol-
ogy to deliver services to farmers, Over 10 million 105 have been created as
part of the Agristack project. The union ministry of agriculture's national
policy framework for agricultural marketing calls for barrier-free trade in
agricultural produce undera uniform pan-Indian framework The only prob-
lem, however, is that the agitating farmers are unenthusiastic as they feel
thatit'sanattempt tointroduce through the back door farm legislation that
the government backtracked on. The tenacity of demands for guaranteed
MSPs is bound toinfluence their response to the Budget.

Fact-checking reversal lets
Zuckerberg drop charade

MARK ZUCKERBERG'S VIDEO announcement on Tuesday that the campa ny
‘would abanden its fact-checking efforts and loosen moderati
lofyears of i fety and misinformation Aﬂmpmmnt

mcor ally [oel Kaplan to head of policy and ap%almlng Donald Trump pal Dana
ite to Meta's board, this next act to open the floodgates to hate speech means
the MAGA storming of Menlo Parkis just about complete.

Theresaviewthat 2 hamefullyabandoned infearof

Trumpand in the hope that cosying up will be good for business. But it would be
wrang to belleve Zuckerberg ever truly held those values i In the first p]:«:e —and
he's finally found the pelitical coverneeded to dropay h fiet

the states concerned. The

post-privatisation.
While opposing privatisation, the
employees” associations usually resort
i towl

cannot proceed. [n the c?m of Chandi-
garh, several ised,suchas
the rationale for privatisation despite
distribution being profitable {though
this is factually incorrect), the aggre-
gate loss levels at 13.5% being lower
than the national average, the succeed-
Ing distribution company

has distribution infrastructure that can
be considered among the best in the
country,all financed through retail tar-
iff as determined by the regulator.
Deelhi did not receive any assistance
from the government for building its
infrastructure since it was a private
wtility. Onaccount of privatisation, the
government saved about ¥1,200 crore
annually, which it was incurring on the
then Delhi Vidyut Board.
Incidentally,each case

not existing before the ™ et oo poe | Ofprivatisation has beena
bids (a legal iquimment}, D.I_ 'f’day has lesgrm for the next. In the
or 100% privatisation not distribution case of Odisha, one of the
being permittedunderthe  jnfrastructure that  primary reasons for its

Electricity Act, 2003, For
the record, the successful
bidder in Chandigarhis a

can be considered
among the best in

failurewasthe lack of any
transitional  support.
Therefore, in the case of

subsidiary of a well- the country, all Delhd, transitional sup-

known  private utility  financed through port of ¥3,4 50 crore was

based in Kolkata. retail tariff made a\rallable tothe dis-
Privatisation has not tribuatis

always been beneficial, as coms)overa perlod of five

seen in the case of Odisha after the first
phase. In contrast, the case of Delhi is
hailed as a success, where the loss lev-
els have come down to a single-digit
figure from being over 504 around
12, Theother private utilities too are

doing well as far as loss levels are con-

cerned, as they range from roughly 4-
8% ]n Llelhl itis not |ust the loss levels
bly, but

resent it as they feel that will face
adverse service conditions, including

lh.e qua]lty ai power has also changed
drastically for the better. Delhi today

AKASH SINHA

CE and ca-founder, Cashiree Fayments

years,during which the discoms had to
lower their loss levels to finance their
ion. In Delhi, th oblem

the utilities in discharging their pen-
sionary liabilities, To take care of such
I in the case of Chandigarh
two things have been done. The first is
that the discom will be responsible for
pensionary liabilities only with respect
toemployees on the payroll at the time
of transfer, meaning that for personnel
who have already retired before the
transfer the government will pay their
pension, Further, it has already been
mentioned in the safeguards that in
case of any shortfall, the discom will be
able to raise additional resources
through tariff.

There is an ongoing debate as to
which option is better for the con-
surners — privatisation or retail com-
petition? Inthe latter case, there willbe
several retailers but only one owner of
the distribution wires in cne geograph-
ical area. All retailers will use the same
set of wires after paying the wheeling
charge. The government has been toy-
ing with the idea of having competition
in the retail business, and it has been
trying to work out the details without
much success. In the last decade, sev-
eral drafts have been suggested, but the
matter has not progressed because
many complex issues are involved. To
begin with, a big conundrum is who
shall be respansible for the high loss
levels — the retaileror the owner of the
wires? Also, the power purchase cost is
about 800 of the total cost of supply,

dh retail pri :Imustbe

of payment of penglnnar).I benefits due
to an incorrect assessment of the cor-
pus required. This was accentuated by
the voluntary retirement scheme
anneunced by the new privatised utili-
ties, which led toa big exodus, creating
a cash-flow problem, This has ulti-
mately resulted in a surcharge being
levied on the consumers in Delhi to aid

h retailers, th

any competition. This author has
always maintained the view that the
best option for India is to go in for pri-
vatisation and the efforts being made
by the government Is a stepin the right
direction.

Views are parsonal

Reshaping consumer behaviour

High fintech adoption isn’t just a trend but a game
changer in India; three ‘S’s will define 2025 for the
sector — security, sustainability, and scalability

WHEN YOU WALK up to your local
store to buy groceries for the week,
chances are you'll likely reach for your
phone and not your wallet when

make a payment. Truthfully, you're
probably no longer walking up to a
store but placing an order with the
same phone on an app. Payments and
shopping habits in India have had a

and shed any pretence about being responsible for the accuracy of information
that users see.

‘While it's hard to fathom when exactly America's culture wars began to take
hold, it's much easler to pinpoint the moment when Meta — still called Facebook
at the time — became one of its central characters. Immediately after the 2016
election, Zuckerberg casually claimed that it was "crazy"to think that “fake news”
on the soclal network had played a role in swaying the election in Trump's favour,
He was pilloried in the media,

He later said he was wrong to make those cnmmentg but I've never believed
he was sincere. With the brain of a sofiy and th d toseathe
world in ones anr?:erns Zuckerberg saw that news
contentwasonlya tiny panlrm ofwhatwas posted on
Facebook, and nu'slnfnrmatiun only a small fraction
of that. He felt the company was being made into a
scapegoat for Trump's victory, He was also smart
enough to knowthat policing speech —whether mis-
Information orhate content —would put Metain the
Impossible position of deciding what was true or fair,

But 4 and Zuckerh hehad

DAVE LEE b dosomething He sough h

digm shift,

Today, the Indian consumer across
tiers is shopping for their daily,
maonthly, and even large yearly pur-

line. To now h of the

where digital consumption already
exists, embedded finance can make

However, this demand and rise of
online consumption hasn't been with-

ing in the digital ¥ an
emnichannel experience, Some esti-
mates peg the potential of the embed-
ded finance market at $320 billian in
revenue by 2030,

Similar potential is true for India's
cross-border payment ecosystem as
well. Untll now, the movement of
maney internationally through India
has been a fairly complicated process,
However, me maem paymmt ARTega-
tor by

fastest-growing consumer bases in the
waorld, businesses catering to Indians
have few options but to go digital.
Inacountrylike ours, where finan-
cial inclusion rates still lag behind
global counterparts, high fintech
adoption, which brings access and
choice tomillions, isn't just a trend but
a game changer, By adding more peo-
ple into the fold of digital India's
promise, fintech has moved from
being an enabler of convenience to an
active financial partner — for people,
businesses, and the economy.
Consider its impact with the rise of
bedded finance, a trend we will see

he could, setting up an"independent” Oversight Board
loomierg Lo gupan i o gh

introduced by  the
Reserve Bank of India

out chall As of last year India,
saw 1.1 million registered cases of
financial fraud. Also, with India being
one of the top victims of identity fraud
globally, there's a need to secure con-
sumer privacy and trust in digital ser-
vices too, Growth, ultimately, would be
less meaningful without sustainabil-
ity and security. One of the ways this
will manifest in 2025 is with fintech
companies indexing heavily on verifi-
cation products and sophisticated
fraud risk detection sys-
tems. Fintech companies

can buy what they want when they
want to, they would also like to pay how
they want. This often leads to busi-
nesses having multiple p?ment inte-
grations an the back end leading to
reduced operational efficiency. It's at
this stage that payment orchestration
platforms become indispensable. In
India, the market size for payment
ion platforms is exy dto
grow at a compound annual growth
rate of 25.70% from 2024 to 2030.In
essence, these platforms help busi-
nesses manage multiple payment
integrations while significantly reduc-
ing costs, They also increase success
rates by directing transactions to the
maost sultahl reducing over-

promises to simplify this At the end of arealsoat the right touch-
process. In turn, we can the day, when point — ing busi-
expect a selsmicshiftin - consumers can buy nesses  to  customers
how India interacts with what through payments — to
the world with respect to they want play a erucial role in the
consumption. For Indian when they want 10, digital security ecosys-
entities, this means no  they would also like tem.Wearealready seeing
longer limiting  their to pay how businesses gravitate
ambitions to immediate towards proactively using
markets but instead tak- they want sacurity tormit-

ing their business to the

world with ease — a great move to
improve competition. On the other
hand, for Indian consumers, this trans-

Frowin 2025 With fi ial

F

thons,and ﬁunmlng a gﬁ’bal fact- -checking npela'tlrm

This drew on the respurces of Iarg'e mainstream media compandies but alss smaller
pes and others,

Onee the press buzz suhsl.dec\, however, it became clear the scheme was under-

funded,with tools notup tothe task of handling the wads of misinformation being

posted. et I suspect Zuckerberg — the engineer — alway! knew this was a system

that could never work at scale. Still, fact-checki di PReffort,
‘I‘I\at purpose no longer exists, so neither Il the fact- check,ng Meta says it will

to X ( Motes,wh can sub-
mit their own fact-checks. Spem! 10mi that i how well
thatisworking,ona b i Facebook’s,

‘What we're seeing in Silicon Valley, above all else, is a backlash to the account-
alnllty of the Biden era A big part of that, as evl.dmeed Iy his“legacy media”jibe, i s

‘s belief — inthetech thoughit
- n\atedltursand puh'llsherssent nzpnners out likeattack dogs totake down. Meta's
i that old media could .=mmtmtsa yyears. It is ludicrous,
ofmlrse,butltl\asgwen lead h d totreat bad press

as disingenuous attacks rather than tion of their actions and ch,
ter, In Silicon Valley, every act of journalism is deemed a"hit piece”.

By throwingin theright ds — Censorship! Secret
courts! Political bias! Legacy medial — Zu.ckmberg Is pandering to Trump and his
circle, and giving the impression that Im to use me rlg:ht 5 mngewnrﬂ\y lexicon,
hasbeen"red-pilled” In truth, Zu hifted at all:
He wants the press to g mgetot’ﬂushack,andtheesccusewgwe

up on safety measures he never believed in in the first Place.

on
non-financial platforl‘\g, fintech can
reach people who previously may not
have had easy access to financial ser-
vices, This could be the large audience
on ride-hailing apps, food delivery
apps,or even e-commerce platforms.
By bringing new fintech features to

lates toi d choice, with global
businesses being able to reach them
with seamless international pay-
ments, By 2030, India's cross-bordere-
com rket is ji d to reach

igate risks. But what will
come to make fintech security prod-
ucts promisi ng Isthe fact thatartificial

all payment failures. Whether the busi-
ness is in the direct-to-consumer seg-
ment prise, or
entity, payment orchestration adds an
edge by helping them be consistently
successful with their payments,
There are few ecosystems in India's
tech landscape that have seen multiple
inflection points for growth the way fin-
tech has. Aswe step into 2025, the sec-
tor has a choice to make on how they

d for

high hthe 3

transaction data in real time, can also
learn in real time, thereby evolving
with changing fraud tactics.

As businesses across the country

$2 trillion — a prediction fuelled by
growing consumer demands and a
large appetite for international pay-
ment solutions,

THE EDITOR

Budget is the last hope

Apropos of “Growth boosters, please”
(FE, lanuary &), the downgrade in
projected growth mumbers is a maore
realistic estimation as many experts
believe that the earlier gross domestic
product (GOF) numbers did not
reflect ground realities, The Centre
does not seem to have any idea about
how to boost growth. To win
elections, all parties are offering cash
for nothing. This has done nothing to

improve the GOP wmbers. The goods
and services tax (G5T) has made
goods more expensive and beyond
the reach of many. The GST notice to a
jpani puri vendar is an indication of
how badly the government wants
revenues. The Union Budget may be
the last chance for this government to
reverse the trend and if it misses the
bboat this time, in all likelihood, itis
‘gaoing to be one dark and long

winter for the economy of india.
~=Anthany Henriques, Mah htra

‘S ofa maturlngs‘ﬁ:«:e— security, sus-
tainability, and scalability, With trends
leaning towards building on access,
inclusion, and better experiences, in

naviga rapid,vibrant

2025 fintech entities havea real oppar-

they're also realising that
with digital savvywant more customi-
sation in their payment experience. At
the end of the day, when consumers

Modernising

law practice

Apropos of *Revolutionising legal
services" (FE, lanuary 8), indeed,
allowing fareign lawyers and law firms
towisit India on a tempaorary basis to
provide legal services in a “fly in and
fly out" mode is safe, The Bar Council
ofindia has permitted them to open
offices in India and laid down rules for
the same. The aim is to make India 2
hub for i wal commercial

tunity to fullyg therole of part-
nership that communities, businesses,
and governments have trusted them
withthrough the last decade.

arbitration and render non-litigious
services such as mergers and
acquisition, and drafting contracts,
etc, The reciprocative opening of
Indian law offices in other countries
proportionate to their indian cnes
shows that our lewyers are utilising
the mutual gateways open to them
and not losing control on foreign
legal services.

~hR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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RTTonits knees

Landmark law needs a new lease of life

HE Right to Information (RTD Act, a land-
mark legislation enacted by the Manmohan
Singh-led UPA government with the twin
objectives of empowering citizens and ensur-
Ing transparency in governance, will comr
plete two decades of its existence later this year, Howey-
or, there is litte to cclebrate as this low is losing its
potency due to the apathy or insincerity of Central as
well a8 state governments. Vacancies in the Central
Information Commission (CIC) and state information
commissions ane not being filled, even as the backlog of
RT1 appeals is rising alarmingly. And then there ks an
OTPvia-emvail feature that works erratically, frustrating
applicants who wish to know the status of thelr queries
and the replies from government departments.
“Whatis the use of RTTif there are no people towork
for it?" the Supreme Court has wondered, while arder-
ing the Union G "8 D of B 1
and Training and vartous states to submit a timeline for
filling vacancies. The CIC alone has eight key posts
vacant, while the count of pending ap peals has erossed
2,000, Some states have comvenkently allowed thelr
information panels to become defunct. The dilly-dally-
ing is nothing but an attempt to ward off truth-seckers.
The modus operandi is simple: Keep them waiting, tire
them out and they will eventually lose interest.
Justice delayed is justioe denbed. The same holds
true for the information that curlous people seek from
public authorities. Governments are wary of disclosures
s lhu:y hawve plenty of skeletons in thelr cupboard. Yot
aggain, art | venid to shakethe rulers
out ul‘slurnl:bz There is a dire need to give the BT Act
o new lease of life so that citizens become active part-
ners in democracy. The BJPled Centre would be doing
o huge disservice to the nation if it lets partisan politics
blunt this powerful tool for raising public awareness,

"Teacher crisis

Prioritise holistic revival of schools

IMACHAL Pradesh's schools are grap-
pling with adireteacher shortage, with 125
schools devoid of educators and 2,600 run-
ning with only one teacher Despite the
government's claims of progress, the chal-
lenges in ensuring quality education remain stark. The
state government's recent decision to denotify or merge
over 1,100 schools with zero or low enrolment has stimed
acontroversy, While this measure is pragmiatic, reallocat-
ing teachers from defunct schools to understalled ones,
it highlights a deeper systemic issue: the chronic under-
funding and lack of strategic planning in edudtion,
Moreover, Uhe shortage of 12,000 schooReadhers under-
scores the gap between policy intent and implementation.
Although recruitrment efforts have been initiated, the
refianor on temporary measures ke deputations and
guest leachers rakses questions about sustainability. The
merging of institutions and clustenng of schools for
resouree shanng are commendable steps, but they
achdress symptoms rather than mot muses. Thedeclining
enmlment in government schools adds another dimen-
sion to the erisis, The allure of private institutions, fuelled
by better facilities and English-medium instruction, con-
tinues to draw student saway. Whille the government'sing
tiatives like identifying ‘Schools of Excellence’ and
uﬁmdmtv.rlrmrmnm shepsin the right direction,
they'r ion ardd follow-through.
However, education reform requires more than
infrastructural improvements. The focus must shift to
filing vacancies, addressing regional disparities and

enl the learning exy students, Policy-
clor not as a polit-

makers sh view the edy
ical battleground but as a cornerstone for the state's
future. The government’s actions so far indicate intent
bt outcomes will depend on translating these efforts
into tangible, longterm benefits. Himachal Pradesh
must priodtise the holistic revival of its education sec-
tor o ensure every child's right to quality leaming.

OPINION

e e
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Alcohol intake emtwined with cancer risk

It's critical to guard agamst mdustry lobbiesthat tryto stall health-related regulations

A

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

HE new year has

begun with a new

health warmning

Amerim’'s  Surgeon

General Vivek
Murthy has released an advisary,
pointing o a direct link between
aleohol  consumption  and
increased cancer risk. Alcohol
consumption is the third leading
preventable couse of cancer in
the US. Alcohol, the advisory
says, increases risk for ol least
seven types of cancer (breast, col-
omctum, esophagus, liver oml
covity, throat and volce box)
regurdless of the type of alochal
consumed. As much as 164 per
cent of the breast cancer cases in
the US are sttributable o akeobaol
consumption. For certain can-
cers, such ax breast, mouth and
thmoat, the advisory warns that
“the risk of developing cncer
may start o increase around one
or f--wrr drinks per day”. Even

sof aleohol

| WHO, there is ale

Cancer dusified alechol & o
Giroup | earcinogen’. This is the
highest-rsk otegory of concer
causing substances that incudes
tobnro, meiation and ashestos,
Ethanol cuses cancer theough
iologricnl mechanismsas it breaks
dewn in the body, Therefore, any
everge contuning aloohol (be it
beer; wine or whiskey) poses a
health dsk. In its statement, the
\'-'HO potnted nul that the risk
with the

tribsiite to ehronie conditions like
liver drhosis. An individual's
risk of developing cancer due to
alcohal consumption, however,
depends on several biological,
environmental and soclal factors.
The ndvisory follows the 2023
statement of the Workl Health
Omganisation (WHO)on the risks
and harms assocated  with
drinking aloohol, based on a sys-
temathe evahiation of sdentific
evidence, Aleohol is esponsibile
fior o substantial disease bunden
directly, and acoounts fora siae
able number of alcohokrelated
road acddents. The WHO state-
ment published in T‘hr Lenowt

armount of aleobd goingup.

This evidence busts the myth
that some abeoholic drinks, par-
ticularly red wine, are benefi-
clal for health if consumed in
moderation, For decades, the
aleohol industry has propped
up cardiologists to promote the
idea that wine in moderation is
good for the heart’s health
without any credible schentific
study to back such claims.

On the other hard, data from
the WHO's European Reghon
shows that half of all alehol-
attributable cuncers are caused

Warning labels on
alcohol products can
help people make
informed decisions.

betes or studies that outweigh
the cancer sk assoclated with
suich levels of consumption. Cari-
na Ferreiro-Borges, an expert on
aloohol and ilicit drugs at the
WHO, has said, “The only thing
that we can sy for sure is that
the more you drink, the more
harmiul it is. In other wonds, the
Bess you drink, the safer it is”
When there is sdentific evi-
demoe .uboul the il t-i'ft.-ch ofa

by what is generally ¢ dered
Tlight' and ‘moderate’ con-

Public Health fuded, “When
it comes to alcohol consumption,
there ks no safe amount that does
nol affect health.”

Back in the 1080, the Intema
tional Agency for Research on

likee o botthe of wine or
two bottes of beer per week, As
jper the WHO, there are no stud-
fes that demonstrute beneficial

tuced and con-
sumed commodity that also
wields substantial revenue for
Rovemmients, what are the avail
able options to reduce the harm?
‘The WII(): statement on aleo-

effects of light and 1
drinking on heart dissase or dia-

denoe and also presents |-iry

that dossn't affect health. rn

options avallable 1o govern-
ments. It is for the governments
to set. One of the most obvious
options to meduce alechol cone
sumption is to make people
mware of the potentinl harm
throu gh warning labels on alco-
hal bottles, This is among Lhe
measures Murthy has suggested
for the U5 and what some Euro-
pean uniries are planning W
Iu Murthy has also called for a
meassessment of the guideline
limits for aleohol consumption
o account for cancer risk.
Thewaming kabels under con-
sederation by various countries
are of many types — with mes-
sges against general harm to
health, harms of excessve use
and abuse and those for spedific
Eroups (underage people, preg-
nant women, ete.). For instance,
the warning lreland plans o
introduce in 2020 says, “Drink-
ing aloohol causes liver cancer”,
In 2009, India mandated more
generic wamings that say “Con-
sumption of alcohol i injutious
to health” for hard lquor and
“Be safe, don't drink and drive”

sumrogate advetising conlinues
i many ways, taking advan tage
of loopholes in advertisng regu-
lations, In recent years, surmepli-
tious advertising through sodal
methia and digital platforms is
posing new challenges.

Likee in the cuseof warnings on
tobaoco labels, industry and pro-
Industry  groups  argue  that
health warning kabsels are of ltthe
use in reduding consumption,
But avalable evidenoe — as
reported in a recent review pub-
Eahed in The Lancet — points out
that warning labels on alochol
procucts are useful in many
‘ways, They can enhance aware:
ness of alohokrelated hams,
contribute to the denomalisation
of alewhol use and help people
make informed decisions, there
by promaoting public health. The
effectivencss of health labels
depends on thelr design and con-
tent. Al present, there is no stan-
dardisation of health warning
labels amd the content is very
peneml, which may not hdp peo-
ple ke informed decisions

Irvelin has implemented regula-
tions on warning labels on aleo-
hol prochucts for about fve years
now. We are yet to know how
effective this exercise has been,
We need continuous research on
the design anc content of warn-
ing messages, and consumer
feedback on the same. Unlike
tobaceo products, where health
‘warnings occupy a good part of
the packaging and are more
graphic, warnkngs on liquor bot-
tes occupy tiny space and are
vague Along with health warn-
ings, ackditional measures like
regulation of alcohol sale on
highways, curbing sale tounder-
age mnsumers and drunken
driving need to be mplemented
more stringently.

It is enitical to guard against
industry lobldes that are con.
stantly trying to stall heal therelat-
cd and other regulations in India.

il puks-

fior low-aleohol beverages.

Apart from warning labels,
mestrictions on aloohol marketing
ame in place in India. Aleohol
advertising ks banned in news pa-
e, rinch o aindd television, thaugh

il- health like Murthy to reduce
the healthcare burden due to
aicohol. Remember, the  first
warning on tobacco's ink with
cancer, foo, came fom o Sungeon
Ceeneral in 1064

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAIORE, FIRIDAY, JANUARY §, 1925

An extraordinary proposal

ANNIE Besant wais onoe described by o friendly oritie as o lady
of surprises. There can be nodoubt that aclose study of her inter-
esting and, in many ways, wonderful coreer does reveal the exis-
tence in her of a fuirly strong tendency to spring surprises upon
an unsuspecting workl, Who coukd have magined Besant in 1005
to be capable of playing the great part she did play in India's
political listory in the memomble e, 1004 to 19177 Who again
could have imagined that after having played that memaoralile
part and been partly instrumental in forcing England to recog-
nise the necessity of introducing reforms in India, and after hav-
ing described the reforms actually conceded to this country as
et g equally unworthy of the gver and the reosiver, thewou kd
have taken up a position that could searcely have been different
had she abvays been among their outand-out adveates? Noo
was the speedy disiusionment which her eoent visit to England
brought in its tran, in its sctual measue and intensity, and less
o surprise, Others who had gone with her and worked with her
had the sameexperence. But the was the first to make that expe-
rienoe the basis of o new idea, and to express that idea in a lan-
guage of uncompromising fervour The convidion she had
brought back with her, she said, was that the political salvation
of India depended absobitely upon her offering a uni-rd front,
m\dlhmu--mmmmmu ..“-.,...., b v

for all 1 A .:.l..m

present to England o uautnl:rlum of Indian selfgovernment,

_ =

e THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Every form ofaddiction is bad, no matter whether the narcotic be alcohol or morphine oridealism, — cortrng

Asoldier’s creed
isaclass apart
Lt Cow Diusac SinGn Danas (wern)

pal Ram of 4 Rajputana Rifles was on two months'

leave ot his village Barda in Gurgaon district. Barda
wak known in the region as ‘Faujion ka goon' since almost
every houschold had at least one member who was serving or
had served in the defence services,

Soon after the war started, most faujis on leave in the village
received recall telegrams one after another. They cut short their
leave and returned o thelr palions (lattalions), Upset due o the
norvrecel plof o telegram for many days, Subedar Richhpal undlat-
erally dechded to rejoin his palten, Janaki, his wifie, told him towait,
but he argued that the telegram meant for kim had perhags been
wrongly ackdressed or gob misplaced intransit, He ins sbed Ut his
sokdier's creed demanded his service and it was time for him to
prove his woafiakar (b s paltan anel i u

Dhuring his send-off at the tonga stand, Richhpal sakd lulmmlr

“Merin ulio ooungo, morcho jeet ke amingo. Avr joe ullo no oo payo
to o e keenrgangro e s hexd oot vt e pe grere kg™ (1
will retum victorious. But if Tdon't come back, T would hivve done:
something for wh ich ourentie clan will be extremely proud of you).

Sadly, he did not retwrn from the war, but be kept his promise,
He was posthumausly swarded the Vicorda Cross

Fast-forwand to the middle of 1961, when the war clouds were
gathering over Kangil, Some officers and jowans of the 17 Jatbattal-
fon were on Jeave. Realising the operational urgency, the battalion
odjutant, Magor HS Madan, started sending recall telegrams. Major
Deepuk Rampal, "Dedts Company’ Commandes, 17Jat, was on long
leawve, preparing for the staff oollege exam scheduled for Septem-
beer 10608, Ulrnwilling to disturt Major Rampal during his prepam-
tions, the Commanding Officer, Col US Bawa, thought of sending a
recall notiee to him later, when the war became imminent.

Col Bawa was pleasantly surprised when he saw Major Ram-
pal, carrying a rucksick, walk into the battalion’s operational
room. When asked what made him rejoin without receiving the
recall tebe gram, he replied: “Sir, 1 heard on the radio news about
Pak infiltration in the Kargil sector. I also read in the newspa-
per about the missing patrol of 4 Jat led by Lt Saurabh Kalia
and the torture inflicted upon him and his men, 1 also saw
cofling of our soldiers being brought to their villages, Did 1 need
o know more and see more (o take a decision?

Within a fortnight of his rejoining the battalion, Major Ram-
pal led his 'Delta Company” during an assault on the formi-
dable Whale Back feature strongly held by Pakistani troops,
After a nightdong flerce fight, including hand-to-hand com-
bat, the Whale Back was back in Indian hands. Major Ram pal
received a well-deserved Vir Chakra,

Not just Richhpal and Rampal, all Indian soldiers have always
been like that = o class apart. For them, their country and their
paltan are supreme, Leave is too small a privilege for them,

\ IFN World War 11 broke out in 1039, Subedar Richh-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trudeau's decline & fall

Refer to “Trudeau's traval s, one of Canada's

longest-serving prime ministers md it most

popular kuh in rwent  history hna
amid

(hn‘:m'm.wﬂhn fthe mling pmt)‘ u\ullna

lmit of recruting contractual stafl will have
o huge mpact on jobs in unheersities
WG COR JS MINHAS (RETD), MOHALI

nd Delhi
The Mhl J\mmﬂy vlt-dltm w:l lbea hﬂh—

nmuuvmrs !mum-o

_III‘I eroded his llth‘ popularity. The

sl m 2
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PP Y
maome economic and diplomatic uncertanty,
ane his statement that he wants to merge
Canada with America is worving br the
Mu:lr G-.unu's 'm-chunm nl'l.h:- ml
c 1

merned

htm o turn the tables on the ruling party
Ty higghlighting the allegedly corrupt deeds
of ex-CM Arvind Kejriwal. But what exactly
will Dedhi residents vote for? In almost every
dection, espedally in the post-Covid em, free-
Hes have influenced electoral outoomes to
the potnt that parties ane vying to outdo one

thes, even as Thudeau's departure will present — another, Won't it be better if the voters ask
e ol . political parties to plecge to buikd mone puls-
¥ MUMBAI  lic hospitals, schools and oolleges and insist
on the implementation of these promises?
Canada at a crossroads 5K SINGH, BY MAIL
Apropos of “Trudeaus tavails’, the Canaclian
Prime Minister's mesignation hasbrought his — Tread warily on CDS's rank

country to a crossroads. Trudemu quit after

disputes with alics, pressure from Donald

‘lhamp n.nnumnlunw fijguires and dissent
e Liberal . Th

e Conservative leader Plame I’lahwn the
frontrunner o take over the reins of Canaclian
politics. Tradeau's rule witnessed a historic
b in Il Canada refations after he accused
the Indion gvernment of invobement in
Hardeep Singh Nijjor's murder. India may
fedd o sigh of rebel in view of Trudeau's anti-
i stance. His res gnation opens U possi-
ity for o neew enchers hip that could prioritise
Emproving relations with India

HARBINDER S DHILLON, UMA

ticisation
Refer to the editorial, ‘Politicising V',
thereis nmlum--wulam ll- jpalitickzation
af ViCs' in universities, biit the

Apropos of “The pit falls of elevating CDS o
five-star rank’; for a country like India,
M kaeel by hastile nedghbours, Vhe chie fs of
services must be given free rein, Giving the
Chiefof Defence S1af(CDS) a five-star rank
would oreate problems regarding centralise-
tion that would affect collaborat ive efforts,
One of the primary challenges in selecting
the CDS lies in the limited tenume if the
seniormaost officer is appointed. Striking a
lalanoe between representing the forces
and negotiating with the govemment is a
delicate task that requines deft handling.
CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Education needs paradigm shift
Refer to Looking for a new culture of kearme
ingg in 20257 the artice is thou ght- provoldng
anda good commentary on the need for tue

new drafl of UGC regulations has legit:

Emised it Similarly, jodnt searetary-kevel ofli-

cvrs have been l~|n1.ulnl 1AS :-I’I‘l'rn from
of the i 1

Definitely, education has got a
higher purpose than merely goading stu.
dents to seek jobs. s msically meant to
shape carerslives of the youth by inculcat-

among prof ] amd
comporate sectors. This has been done 1o
ensure absolute contml over educational
Institutes. A positive aspedt of this change
seemi to b the administrative and profes

ing o e and liberal values, critical
think ing and ou lural pluralism in them. The
ight kind of education is the only way for-
ward toafTect aparadigm hift and enable the
youth fight evils such as market-drven edu-

f uni-
versities. The plan toremove the 10 per cent

cation, const nalism.

AW SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Nntiors hor thee Eciior, typed i clouble s e, should not exceed the 200 word lmi.
T shonied be cogantly wien and can bo sent by e-mall to; Lethers@tribamemail.com
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Why China

P STOBDAN
SEMIOR FELLOW, DELHI
POLICY GROUF, NEW DELHI

HINA has just
announoed  the
cration of two
new counties in
Xinjlang Hean
and Hekang These counties
will cover the entire Alsa
Chin plateau, including the
38,000 square kmnareaclaimed
by nelia. Flongliu( Dahongliu-
tan) is being announcedas the
capital of He'lan and Xeyidula
{Shahiclullah) of Hekang,

On December 27, 224, Xin-
hua reported that the decision
oy erele TWo new counties o
of Hotan (Khotan) and Pishan
counties had been appooved by
the Central Cornmittes of the
Comumunist Party of China and
the State Counl, The move
comes after the Indion md
Chinese troops completed the
ilisemn gagement process along
thie LAC on Octobier 28, 204

‘The renson fir Khotaris divi-
shon 15 not dear Gaustana or
Godaniya, which translates 1o
“land of the cows’ in Sansknt, is
Hotan's original name. It was
called Ling-yul by the Ladakchis
and Yu-ten by the Chinese.

Before the Chinese arrived
here in the ninth and tenth
centurbes, Khotan was an
important point on the Silk

Road, with a flourishing Indi-
an culture. Jiwas the centre of
the ancient Buddhist Saka
Kingdom, Khotan was ruled
by Mirea Abu Bakr Dughlat
before Guzi Sultan Syed
Khan  estoblished  the
Yirkand Khanate in 1510,

Khotan became a county in
1913 after the collapse of the
Qing Empire. In 1919, the
KarakaodMoyu county was
separsted from Khotan In
1933, Muhammad Amin
Bughra.alocal Amirn declared
Khotan an Emirate. The Peo-
pe’s Liberation Army entered
Hotan on December 22, 1048,
In 2013, a Muslim uprising in
Hanerik resulted in the death
of hundreds of people.

The greater pamt of Aksi
Chin, which indudkes the pic
turescue Aksal Chin Lake or
Amtogor Teo, will be included
in the new He'an county, with
Hongliu as its capital, South-
st of the Lingzi Thang plains
is Surigh Yilganing Ko, also
called Salikyuili Genzhi Teo,
from where Indian nomads
collerted salt until the 1050s10
tracde with other areas.

Indin's clims bne encom-

ulboct by Laschakihis s the Thal-
s Basin or Mapothang. Tian-
shuihai is situaled east of the
Lakh-Zang range and north-
west of the Aksal Chin Lake,
which seporates the Aksal
Chin platesu from the Lingz-
Thang plains inthe south and
the Kunlun plains in thenorth,

The 1882 clash between
Indiaand Chinatook place in
these locations. Thanshuihai

OPED
has made new units in Aksai Chin

ALONG LAC: China is creating Bao new cou nthes that will cover the entine Aks.al Chin ree o

and Tanwendian are major
military sites inthe PLAarea,
which is traversed by China's
G315 and G219 highways.

Thee LAC is situated near
Hongliu town, which is also
called Dahongliutan, The place
wins earlier a burren stop for
trucks travelling on the G218
highway The ara has become
uhotspod for rave metal mining
due 1o the abundant resources
of Bthium, rubicium, beryli-
um, tantadum and nicbium.
Thie Chimesse hawe besen devel-
oping nfrastructure W make
g of the abundant pegmatite
wsoiree  in Dahonglutan,
which is believed to have more
than 2 million tonnes of Bthi-
. [¥'s pos sibde that Hongliu's
new administritive twn s
being constructed to promote
mining There are almost no
villages in the region.

It is inevitable that Aksai

Itis inevitable that
Aksai Chin, which is
uninhabited, will
eventually be
subjectedio a
colonising mission.
With Chinas large
investments in infra
and mining, Han
migranis could
enter the area
claimed by India,

Chin, which is uninhabited,
will eventually be sulbjected to
a oolonising mission. With
lar e scale investments by Chi
na in infrastructure and min-
inge. Han migrants could anter
the area claimed by Inclia, Chi-
na is possibly sming to tum
this deserted and prone-to-war
frontier area info an eoonomic
oty by connecting it to the
gobal network. a8 pat of the
Belt and Roord [nitistive.

It appears that the Hekang
oounty, with  Xeyidula
(Shahidullah) as its capital, is
being creatid from thecument
PehanGuma ounty Prom
here, the Korakash (Black
Jack) river flows north into
Khotan and becomes doser to
Kambkoram. Shahidull in the
Karakash Valley was a vital
point of entry and location for
the British, Russian, Chinese
and Knsh mir empires during

the Great Game.

The Hindu Thsh region in
the Kunlun mnge wus the
extent of India's dominance at
that time. Sumgal (meaning
Three fors® in Lacakhi),
which used to be the main
mute between Karakash and
Khotan, is located between
the HinduTush mountain
and the Ak sai Chin plains.

In 1864, Maharaja Ranbir
Singh of Jarmmu and Kash-
miir erdered the construction
of a fort on a blull near
Shohidulls, where a small
Dogra force guarded the fort
until 1868, when its remote
location bed to its abandon:
ment, In 1865, William John-
son established a forward line
and marked India's border at
Birinjga in the Kunlun, across
Karanghu Tagh of Ladakh,
The Khotanese area inchuded
the Chinese Yangl Langac
The northernmost boundary
lime o Druclian wns mairbee by
broad swath of the Kunlun,
which ind udes the Kilian and
Sanju. Following a 100-mile
stretch east of the Kunlun, the
Ladakh-Khotan  frontiers
then detoured beyond the
Kunbun befon heading south-
enst toincorponte Aksai Chin
and connect with the Lingzi-
Thang plains of Ladakh,

Johnson may have been
motivated 1o draw the align-
mant for severd reasons w
Uyghur, Indian and Tihetan
carvans  passed  through
Shahidulla, a vital tad junc-
tion between the Kunbun and

wum ranges, b
Karnkash has a strong Indian
Buddhist influence that dates

ack thousanels of vears; ¢ the
Usgghwir tribes have long recog-
nised the HinduTagh or Hin-
duTash pass as the radtons
border with India; d) farmers
from Nubem and Changthang
oould have easily brought the
entire Karakash valley undier
cultivation due o its abun-
dance of water, & population
wouild have been another fae-
tor, though the area was sus-
ceptile o Kanjuli mobber
attacics; and 0 Yhqub Beg him-
self thought the Kunlun delin-
eated the Kashgharia border:

Nevertheless, the British
remgnised Beg's dominance
over Shahidulla, dended the
Maharaja's claim and blocked
Johnson's plan. Rather, they
consdered AkTagh in the
Karakoram as India’s natural
frontier. Since the British
colonists had no intention of
keeping the passes north of
the Karakoram, the Chinese
oceupied Shahicullain 1880,

The: Chinese took control of
the Maharaju's fort and erect-
el anew one ot Suget Kamul,
dose to Suget Pass, after the
Indian guards were evicuat-
o by 1892 Sinoe then, China
has continued its incursions
into Aksai Chin and south of
the Kamkonm.

Another possilility is that
China is responcling to India’s
decision, announced in August
HE4, o crente five new admin-
istrative  districts  (Sham,
Nubrs, Changthang, Zanslar
and Drss) outof the districts of
Ladakh, Kargil and Leh, India
mustalso developa more come
pelling regiona econombe st
ry for Esstern Ladakh.

Women defence officers are not cosmetic appendages

CHANDER SUTA DOGRA
SENIOR JOURNALIST

1EN  the

annals  are

ompilad of

how women

entered  the
forbbdding portals of the Indi-
an armed forces, at first hesi-
tantly, then with maowe confl-
dence when they Bbund that
the judicary was prepared to
call the systemis bluff, the
names of a handfil of coum-
geous women will be right up
there. Sminrtly dres sed women
lensding paraces at Rajpath, fly-
ing sircraft or serving in mibi-
tancy-infested anas ane seen
as India's pride. They are fre-
quently brought out ondisplay
during ceremonial occasions
as evidence that women do
have an equal opportunity of
employment as  enshrined
under the Constitution.

Few, however, know of the
odds they have battled 1o
reach there, They have batded
gender discrimination, patri-
archy, prejudice, stereotypes
and humiliation only becawuse,
as an honourable judge notes,
“thisy were women.”

The recent controversy over
a leaked letter by o Corps
Commander to his superior
officer; the Eastern Army

Commander, that contained
ackverse comments about the
performance of eight women
commanding officers under
b ghve us arudke insight into
what the Army's lop brass
meally thinks about having
women working alongside
them in command and other
assignments, The worthy gen-
wral dicl nod feed the need to do
asimiar evid uation of the 40
odd male commanding offi-
cersin his commancd.

Be that as it may, the
women coms will probably
dismiss the generals slights
with o wry smile because it i
just one among the many
hurdles thesy huve overcome,

The trujectory of women's
urticpation in the amed
foroes has been charted inn
wthology, appeopriately Gtked
T Her Diffence’. It bell s the sto-
1y through essays and com-
mentanes by junsts and aca-
demics. Bdited by military
lowyer Novdeep Singh and
Shivani Desmahapatra, i also
lusts several myths or urban
legends, as advoontes ke to
call the falschoods that have
rom around the isaee.

Chiefamon g the falsehoods
is that women have been
damouring for entry into
frontline combat anms like
the infantry or the amoured
oowps — areas that are barred
for them as a matter of policy.

They have never done o,

ment’s  decigion o keep
women away from comiut
wrms because it was “omn-
sciois of the limitations of
security and policy.”

So, whit were the fghts
about? They began with some-
thing as basic as a permanemt
ommission. A government
nodi fication of January 30, 1982
flrst made women eligible o
become officers In  some
cudres, like the Army Postal
Service, the Judge Advocate
General's Department (JAG),
the Amny Education Corgs
(AEC) and some branches of
theArmy Ominanoe and Asmy
Service Corps. A yeor later,
they began tobe inducted into
the Signals and Intelligence
Corps as well as the Corgs of
Engineers, the Electrical and

1 B

In fact, even the ¥

Court, which has pushed for
gender parity in the ammed
forces, has desisted from
interfering in the govern-

ard
the Regiment of Artillery,
They were initially commis-
sioned for five years and later,
thedr servicewss extended to 14

INDIA'S PRIDE: Women miliLany of ficers have Datlied gender discrimination and patriarcing Fue momn

Now the real bate
forwomen officers
is to be prepared for
genderneutral
nomns, where they
willbe called onto
deliver equal
performance in
allaspecis of
military service,

e Wornen Specid

on March 12, 2010, the Delhi
High Court, while upholding
the women's contention, held
that if women officers were
deprived of PCwhile maleodli-
cerswere grnted Uhe opportu-
mity for the same, it would be a
violation of the principle of
ecuality protected by the Con-
stitution. The judgement was
challenged before the SC by
the Central government, but
the SC did not stay its opera
ton. The government dug in
its heels for nine years, till Reb
ruary 2009, when it granted PC
W0SSCwomen officens in eight
branches, with the cavent that
they will be employed only in
“stuflog “r

Entry Scheme, a Short Service
Corrmnission (S5C) scheme.
There is an S8C scherme for
e odficers, oo, and some of
them get parmanent commis-
ston (PC), depending on their
pedmmance,

In 2003, an acvocate, Babita
Puniya, thmough a public
interest litigation (PIL) in the
Delhi High Court, demanded
that women appointedas S5C
alfficers should be considered
for PC, like their male col-
leaggues. During the PILs
pendency, the govemment

Another  obstade
lurked around the corner.

The SC fuind that the gov-
emmenls proposal to grant PC
o womin officers ervisaged
only those who had been in
service for less than 14 years.
Whs it the womens fault that
they had finished serving for 14
years and had 1o go home,
while the government resisted
implementing the Delhi High
Court’s 2010 order to grant
then PC? The SC aguin
eracked the whip and said that
it was the Undon government's

il

announced PC prosy 1
to women officers inoonly the
JAG and ABC. Those commis-
sioned earlier were exchuded.
Two serving officers, Major
Leena Gouwmy and  Major
Sandhya Yadav, joined the
batthe. The kaindscape of gen-
derequality within the armed
fonves wiss sbout to change,
In o landmark judgement,

famh wply with the high
oot order, which had not been
stayed by the SC. This foroed
the reluctant government o
v PC o all women whe had
been emplayed o SSC officers
and also opened the doors for
them o assume command
assignments.

Burt, hold on o the show daps.

Around the same time, 17

S5C women officers of the
Naovy were also fighting it out
for PC, One of the chijections
of the: government before the
courts was that as officers are
retqired to serve on ships, it
uld not permit women o
et PC becuuse here s an
absence of toilet focilities for
women” on board Naval ships!

Now that gencder parity has
been achieved, the real battle
for women officers is to be
prepared for gender neutral
norms, where they will be
culled on W deliver equal per
formance in all aspects of
military service.

For all these years, women
officers have Largely been seen
a8 smetic appendages, hane
dbed with kid gloves and kept
away from hard tasks, con-
tibuting o much angst
among the male colleagoes. Lt
Col Anila Khatri pointed out
mecently how she was Bded for
doing 89 para jumps while
male officers with more than
3000 jurnpe found no menticn,

I viewed olyjectively, beyond
the prism of women's rights,
Lt Gen Rajeev Purd —whose
letter created the contmoversy

was pointing out just that.
He has recommended that
there should be a policy on
gender neutrality that covers
postings and selections. “Gen
der neutrality lays emphasis
onequality in dealing and pro-
gression imespective of gen-
der” he said in his ketter

No quarrd with that. But
phease dont blame the women
for the lapses in training due
to delays by the govermment.

19 A wavel permit (4)

20 Assignio a
category (5)

21 Pressing {Th

Yesterday's solution

23 Caustic, 24 O the squarne.

Tutor, 21 Tubu

Across: | Down the road, 9 Eihic Term,
Colonisy, 14 Apollo, 16 Canyon, |8 Fracture, 19 Stin 22 Alibi,

14 Sudden sharp stab of
pain (6)

16 Quick-witted { 5)

17 A pan of speech (4)

[ F]

10 Tense,

Down: 2 Oiher, 3 Nick, 4 Holbow, 5 Rational, & Annuity, 7 Meei
halfway, & Beaten track, 13 Flatfich, 15 Ovation, 17 Crocus, 20

ACROSS DOWN
| Lose consciousness (4.3) | Degree of sdope (5) 6
4 Blow with fisti $) 2 Calmness (8)
T To e (4) 3 Hypaotic state (6) 3 1
L able ireatment (440 4 Endless dme (10)
1 wlly selecied (4-6) 5 Without legal effect (4)
12 Unffasten aned remove (6) 6 Emotionally disturbed (7)
13 Negligently inert (6) 9 Of doubtful
15 One who sees event wuhenticity (10} 4
happen {10} 11 Vital means of
18 Total libenty of communication (§)
action (4.4} 12 Melancholy (T)

-
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SLOWDOWN BLUES FOR INDIAN ECONOMY

at the Idlan econony Is sk
g down, despite still being the
fastest, s a given, A premier govern-
ment dnstitution on Tuesday deslt &
shiwck, forecasting that economy s
sl 1o gow ab the dowest pace n 4
years, ab 6,4% In J024-25 as agalna
B.2% Im the previous fiscal, National
Statistical Offices (NSOD fir ad-
vanoe estimates of natlonal sccounts
are in contrast to Workl Bank esti-
mates of a4 robust 7% GDP growth
in FY 2024-25. The WD confidence
stemmed (rom the resilience of Tne
dlia's econonay.

The NSO's latest profection s sus-
peisdig in that & & the lowest, bower
than the REI estinuate of 6.6% for
e currert fiscal b shows a general
slowdown in consumer spending,
which affects growth, The con-trast
I8 quite sharp given the estimates of

8.2% growth in economy as per the
Provisional Estimate (PE) of GDP
for FY2023: 24, The NSO dhwelt deep
o the avallsble figures, sample sur-
veys fo come out with a deadled
pastification for its estimates. Broad
Endications and Inaplications thereod
should suffice o get clarity on the
curment state of econonvy,

Among the sectons, agriculture
and its allied sectors are estimated
o grow L8% In Y25 compared 1o
a madest 1A% growth in FY 2023
M. Constroction,  financial-real
estate-professional services segment
B alio expected 1o perform well,
with an estimated real GVA growth
of T.9% in the same periosl. But,
given that almost of 60% of India’s
GDP s expected to comprise spend-
g by househodds and businesses,
food inflation |s a worry, It surged

1o 10.7% in last October. It makes
up half the retall consumpion and
affects purchasing power of middle
classes, That bank credt growth rate
s contracting & also a factor for low
spending by howseholds

‘The Modi government has to act
inmovatively as export curbs failed
o ool food prices in the country.
Scaring food inflation is also re-
straining RBI from easing interest
rates, a move iermed long-due by In-
chustry as well as certaln quarters in
the government. Instead of acting on
its priorities, it Is odd tha the gov-
ermment blares it o e central bank
for weak economic performance.
“The comblmation of monedary
policy stance and macroprudential
measures by the central bank may
have contributed 1o the de-mand
dowdonn,” says Department of Eco-

nomic Affars in its monthly eco-
nomic review for November, Of late,
wary of Indias duggish growih rate,
forekgn Investong, on expectations of
dollar strengibhening under Trump
reghivie, are pulling out funds from
equithes. Indids growlng appetite for
high-value imports such as crude oll
and goddd aned shiggish exports paved
for weakening of the rupee. Rupee
hovers over 85 rupees to dollar as
againg 61 rupees o decade ago,
While Irlia still ranks as @ major
player on the world stage, boosted by
its strong G growth, it canned re-
makn consplacent In terms of capital
expeinditine, rellig In food prices
and Increasing export competl-tlve-
ness, [ alo has 1o Improve the edge

treprencurs, India contine to fare
poorly on indices of heallth and i
equality.

Thiss, there ks a need for stronger
Inflation controd and increased gov.
emment spending to boost domes-
the comumption as well as Increase
services exports. Physiaal  goods
exports scenarlo 15 bleak amidst
Trump's policies, geopolitics and
phobal trade uncertainties. 1t being
an election year, government con:
samiption would have lagged, but &
Is time to double down. A T-quarter
low of GINF in the second quarster
ot S4% and & fve-quarter bow of
6.7% I the previous quarter dhould
be proved a tramlent phase. GST
revenue Is also seen cocking dow-
s rales, caus . This, the

of its human capital, by devel
skills and promoting I'\‘—“\lll'h m
s b0 et productive jobs or turm en-

B
Modl governmsert has s task cut
O,

Trudeau's expedient polities come to end
hat Justin Trudeau ks resligning as the Prime Minis-
ter of Canada and as the leader of Liberal party Is not

surprising. The political downfall is his own making, His

rlse W0 power as a promising young keader in 2015 has not
lasted Idﬂld(\ llnnlu In his misadventures in publlc -
crisls in housing sec-

The rage to gaze in wonderment

TALKING OF

ered territarles
Exploration  can

mean

W Geographical axploration s a type of

sourds familiar, being ke
what the developed coumtries

ton with thelr human con-

MIN\' THINIIS

many things in different con-
texts such as, for instance, a
prdiminary engagement, of
Institutions or individuals, to
pave the way for building a
relationship or to describe o
preparatory mission, (o pre:
code a plan or programmme.
Thie trip this columnkt made
In 1997 to Eritrea to jrepane &
Blueprint for a programme of
assistance by India to Eritrea,
urder the World Food Pro-

quest, the objective being to discover

remote lands, One major era, In the history of Earth,
saw people moving out of Africa, settling in new lands,
and developing distinct cultures. Early explorers settled
in Europe and Asla about 14,000 years ago, with people

migrating from Siberia to Alaska, and moving south-
wards, to settle In the Americas, Another was over the

last 10,000 years, involving cross-cultural exchanges,
through trade and exploration, and marked a new para-

digm, of cultural intermingling

ARLY  writings  about
Euﬂuml.m date back

1o the dth millenndum
BC i amcient Egypt. One
of the earbiest, and most im-
pactiul, thinkers on explora-
ton was Podemy, in the 2ml
century AD. Between the Sth
century and 15th century A,
most explomation was done
by Chinese and Arab explor-
ers This was followed by the
Age of Discovery, after Euro-
pean wholans  rediscovened
the works of carly Latin and
Greek geographers, It was
the period when European
explorers ventured from
their homelands, 1o explore,
conquer, and colonise, other
continents, The maln  ar.
eas they travellad 1o were the
Anwerlcas, Africa, and East
Asda, These lands contalned
vast natural resousces, which
Europeans used 10 ther own
endls,

This broader knowledge of
the world’s geography meant
that people were able to make
world maps, depbeting all Lind
known. The firg madern AL
las was the Theatrum Orbis
Terraram, publidied by Abra-
ham Ortelius, which included
a world nap that depicied all
of Earihs continents. While
there were countless positive
developments that oocurmed
during this era, thire were
also o number of devastating
consequences to indigenous
rooples, as well as 1o the eco.
system of the newly-discov-

R 00 wd el Age
riculture Organisation (FAO),
I\vm‘ suich example,
eographical  exploration
Ia another type of quest, the
objective belng 1o discover
remmaote Lands, One muajor ers,
in the history of Earth, saw
people moving out of Afria,
settling In pew lands, and
devdoping distinet cultures,
Early explorers settled in Eu-
rope and Asla about 14,000
years ago, with people migrat-
Ing from Siberia 10 Alaska,
and maving soullwards, to
settle in the Americas An:
other was over the last 10,000
years, Invalving eress-cubural
exchanges, theough  trade
and explosation, amd marked
a new paradigm, of cubural
Intermingbing, Urban explo-
ration rdates to manmade
structures, abandoned rulns
or hidden components of the
manmde environment,
Likewise,  hysdnocarbon
exploration is the search, by
pﬂnﬂdlm prr:ﬂuw;l; and

»}; ug/i

scientists and science fiction
writers, with the prospect
of travelling to distant, and
unesploral, cormers of the
unlverse, triggerng thelr lna-
agination.

Those who have waiched
the adventures of Captain
Kirk, and Nimbus 11, the
crew of spaceship Enterprise)
in the futuristic, and exciting,
sienee fictlon media fran:
chise, ‘Star Trekl will surdy
have fantasised about the
wmlrr; of gpace, “To boddlly
e has gone be-

e
and natural gis in he Earthis
crust, employing petroleum
peology, Offshore drilling s
Into the ocean floor and on-
shore drilling is on land,
Astronamy, of the obar-
vatlon of objects in space,
predates reconded hissory, Ex-
Nuriﬂf outer space has always
proved an imesistible bure,
particularly for astronome,

(uu- ks the splrit embodylng
the deep space adveniurnes of
Enterprise, and space & de-
seribed as the “final drontber”
The development of large,
and effickent, rockets during
the  mid-twentiath  century,
miade physical extraterrestrial
explomation a reality, for ex-
ploring advancing scientific
research, matloral prestipe,

uniting different nations, en-
suring the future survival of
humandty, and  developing
millivary and strategle advan-
lages agalnit other counirie.
It was largely driven by com-
petitlon beiween the Soviat
Unlon and the United States
toachieve the first spacetlight.
Now, privaie sector amnd
national governments are in-
vesting in space exploration,
primarily 10 protect human
life from carastrophic events
andd o beverage the reounes
of space. The future of spice
exploration will lnvolve bath
telescopic. and physical, ex-
plorations, by robotic and
harman spacetlights, by way of
mounting expeditions 1o the
ey ﬂ:luﬁr“phlm;d the
Solar System, 10 establish set-
tements as well mining and
fueling outposts. It s expect-
ol that mawving high polluting
indugries 1o space (which

on Barth are doing with deve-
oping countrie], will reduce
the emissions o Earth, lead-
ing ta the discovery of deaner
energy sources, Undoubtedly,
an enticing prospect, but not
without attendant challenges,
which are comglex, techno
logleal, and economic.

Exciting  devdopments
are taking place. around the
world, with individuals and
irstitutions
entering the arena of space
travel, and working mose o
fickently, and reducing coss
The American space techaol-
ogy company, SpaceX, has, In
panicular, been a dominant
lesder In that push, and has
launched the first commerclal
rocket, with humans aboasd,
an endeavous termod Faloon
9,

The unique attributes of
space enable astronauts o
conduct research that could
md otherwise be done on
Earth.  Currently, ongoing
research, by the  National
Aeromautics and Space Ad-
mibnlstration (NASA), al the
Intermational Space Seatbon
(188), Includes  blomedical
research, materlal  sclence,
techmology advancement, and
methods 1o emable further
space exploration

As of 2022, the farhest
any human-made probe has
travelled is the current NASA
mhssbon Voyager 12061 bl
lion km from Earth, while
e mearest gar is around
4.24 light years away. The as-
tronomical order of magni-
el of the distance between
Earth and the nearest stars s
achallerge for the aurrent de-
velopment of gpace explora-
toa. Autonomy will be a key
technology for the future ex-
Plosation of the Sodar System,
where robolic spacecraft will
often be out of communica-

private  sector

Shaping a safe and equztable Idlgttal future

Aa the world navigates
rapih digital transfor-
mation; the 19th United Na-
tions Internet CGovernance
Forum (IGF) has convened
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabda, win-
der Ihclhrlm “Builldinng Our

der  Digital

povernance andd countering
online misinformation, [
spite the rapid expansion of
digital technology, 26 billion
people worldwide remain ol
Hine with the majority resid-
Iug: in dcwhnpinx countries.
Is gap, along:

Futare” Bringing together
participants from over 170
countries, the Forum comes
ata plvotal moment follow-
ing the recent adoption of
the Global Digital Compact
(GICR The comprehensive
framework, sdopted as part
of the Pact for the Future,
aims to ensure digital tech-
nologles serve Iuimanity’s
st interests.

In his message for the
day, UN Secretary-General
Antdnio  Guterres  umler-
scored the  transformative
power of digital technology.
He stated: “Digital technol-
ogy has fundamentally re-
shaped our world and holds
enormous potential 1o accel-
erate human progress. Rt
unlocking this potential for
all people requires guard-
ralls, and o collaborative
approach 1o governance” he
emphasised,

Participants tackled key
issues such as digital inclu-
shon, artificial inelligence

side I'uucrmulruu and secu-

rity b the digital realm, will
b central to the Forum’s dis-
cussbons, Abslullah Alswaha,
Saudi Arablas Minister of
Communications and In-
formation Technology, sakd
that 1GF Riyadh 2024 “offers
a global platform 1o promate
International digital coap-
eration (n the era of AT He
encouraged stakeholders 1o
deeply engage bn the Forum
in Riyadh, 10 help “shape
Innevative Internet govern-
ance and support a prosper-

ous and sustainable digital
future for the benefit of hu-
mankly”

The Torum also aims to
reinforce human rights in
dighal spaces, with a focus
on equiable data use and
privacy protections, In a rap-
Idly changing digital world,
the collaborative efforts led
by the 1GF and the GDC will
b essential in ensuring that
technology serves humanity
and promotes a future where

Intelligence (Al) tools
Is already improving
Irves but s also bringing
frish urgency to calls for
regulation, as more and
more govermments wake
up to the risks, Effective
gobal regulation
to ensure that Alls
developed safely for the
Benofitof all s urgently
needed

no one s left behind

A surge in the deveop-
ment of powerful anificial
intelligence (A} tools is al-
weady improving lives bat is

also bringing fresh urgency
o calls for regulation, as

mare aml mare  governs-
ments wike up 1o the sk
Effeciive global regulation to
ensure that Al i developed
safely for Uve benefie u[a"r:;
wrgently needed.

Early 2024, an audience in
# Geneva conference hall sat
captivated by a video screen
carrying live pictures of a
25year-old man in Portus
wal sullering from locked-
In syndrome, a devastating
meurological disorder  that
causes pathents o lose con-
trol of thelr bady; some two
years after contracting the
condition, e was unable 1o
mave or speak. Neverthe-
less, he was able to commu-
nicate with the audience and

answer a serbes of questions,
using his mind to connect
with a digital, Al-poweral
ool that translated  his
tsoughts knto words, spoken
In his viakce.

The experience was over-
whelming for many In the
audience, several of whom
were in tears. 1 had to
compose mysell” says Fred
Werner, Head of Strategic
Engagement at the Interma-
tonal  Telecommunbcations
Union (ITU), the UN agency
for dighal technology, and
one of the arganizers of the
Al for Good summit, “Yes,
Uhere are many discussions

around safety, privacy, eth
les and sustainability, bue 1
dont think &% a sreich 1o

say that lives are being saved
by ALY Werner was quick to
point cut that the positive
wspects of Al are not be-
ing overlooked by the UN,
“Weve Wentified over 400
appications of Al across the
UN system. s belng used
In areas ranging from natu-
ral hazands management lu
human rights !

businessman, & known for
his spectacle achievements,
sich as belng the founder of
the worlds most dominant
space lunch prosider, Space
X Corp, as alw owner of X
Corp, the company which
operstes the sodal media
platform  X%W%,  formerly
Twitter). In 2017, he an-
nounced the devdopment of
rocket travel o transport hu-
s from one city fo ancther
v under an hour, Ancther
Interesting  development  of
recent tmes s that of Sunita
Williams, daughter of Indian
American  neutmon  anato:
mist Deepak Pandys, who,
along with fellow  astrornasit
Buitch Wilmore, b currently
on board the Intermational
Space Station, in a mission
which started in August 2024
and will last till March 2025,
undertaking scientific experi-
wvents and maintenance tasks,

The subject of oil explora:
tion takes me back 1o when
my cousdn © R K Rao was
working as a Sendor Geolo.
st dn the Ol and Natural Gas
Corporation of India, | was, al
that time, Assisiant Collector
(under training) in Krishna
district, of which Machilipat-
nam was the headquarterns,
His work broughs him to
Machilipatnar, where he and
his wife lved in a tent for a
fiew weeks, The work involved
the wse of an msrument
which had to come all the way
from Dehradun The amias.
kg part was that the machine
used 1o travel dna first dass
coupe compartment reserved
v the mame of Mrs ansd Mr C
R K Rao?

(The writer was
Soranerly Chief Secretary,
Govern et of

Anathrar Pracesh)

serves as a powerful example
of the positive effect that ar-
tificlal intelligence can have
on peoples lives, Werner ae-
knowledged thar excitement
over the patential benefits of
Al Is lempered by the risks,
“I think that Al is moving so
Hast that there is no time o
waste, How do we deal with

tor and overwhelming immigration ane the maln reasons
B Tnim and his ruling dispensation to lose public faith, He
earned discontent even in his own party, leave alone in the
coalition partners, As he sensed the dwindling image in
reuplv. he tried to get the sy of somee fringe sections
ke pro- Khallstani groups rately, which has turned
badly on Ih:dllplumﬂlc Front. The final straw may be US
President-clect’s statement that reveals the intention of
rising taxes on imports from Canada, His resignation is a

damage control exercise for his party.
Dr VG Mr!u-m Rara, Vielanagaram

Why virtual inaugurations at all?

II has become a norm for the Prime Minister to inaugu-
rate virtually rallway stations & trains, profects, fyovers,
expressways ete. very frequently. Such actions can send
several wrong slgnals to peaple. When there are specific
ministers, why should PM inaugurate the above virtually?
Do they need |naugurations? Does he want 1o have “One
man show” in every funceion in the country and nea con-
centrating enough on poople’s problems?

Dr O Prosaata Rao, Hyderabad

Time for Kohli to hang his boots

INALLY, like Manjrckar, Irfan has called a spade
spade. A test average of 30 by Virat Kohli in the last
5 years Is very mediocre indesd and e doesnt deserve
i place in the playing 11 especially after the horror thow
i the kst 2 series. Also, he nelther wants 1o play domes-
the cricket nor wants 1o admit and seck help 1o rectify his
aring technical faults thanks to his an ce anc ego,
ﬁdd l: that, his ool field mﬂm:lﬂm antlcs m
put Indian cricket 1o shame, especially this BGT. In spite
of knowing that his pathetic batting has hurt the team, if
he is still stwbborn and selfish encugh not to retire grace-
fully, then he needs to be shown the exit door. Just to show

hiim that he is not bigger than Indian cricket,

Akdyileshy Krisman, Mumbai

Western diet not easy for Indians

PROPOS 'Healthy diet staples... it makes litle sense
o Indian readers 1o follow the dietary rules of those
who live in the developed west. Things like grapefruit,
cranberry and pomegranate juice will be out of reach of
99.9% of those living in Incia, Articles by writers from
other nations very often have no relevance to India and
st be dispensed with, 80 crore Indians are living on 5
kg free ratlons. Can one really expect them to be careful of
wihat they ewt? In fact, they will be happy to eat anything.
Ome mare thing Is the body functioning depends on vari-
ous factors including climate and way of Life. Indians have
been toughened by “‘nl\! living and are immune o many
things that would send the others rushing to the doctors,
Anthony Heorfgues, Mumbai

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALURU ONLINE

Six Maoists surrender before CM

BENGALURL: Six Maolsts have surrendered in pmmcm‘
Kamataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at his home office
“Krishna' in Bengaburu on Wednesday, submitting that they
will jon the sockety’s mainstream by lying down their arms,

The arms laying down programme teok place in the
presence of Kamataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara
and Deputy Chief Minkster D.K. Shivakumar, Karmataka
DMGI® and other senior officers from the police department

doepfakes, and misind
thoni? We have to really cal-
laborate on creating Inerna-
thomal Al standards”
Technologhes such as ar-
tificial intelligence (A1) and
big data can play a central
role in optimizing energy
comsumption of our digital
world. For example, by har-
nessing Al algorithms, data
centers can oplimize energy
efficlency, streamline opera-
thons, aind recduce thelr car-
b footprint, ITU says,
However, as the use of
digital products and services
grows, s does theamount of
energy and water used, and
e-wadte produced, Growing
levels of dighization demand
more energy, which rakses
greenhouse gas emisions,
Al programmes need servers
that run arownd the clock,
These servers and the data
cenires that howse them use

a lot of eectricity. In addi

whde selection of :unalmhk
development-related  activi-
thes”,

Whilst the Geneva dem-
onstration of Al technology

Bhom, even maose energy Is ne
quired to cool the data cent-
ers. These and other need o
be debated threadbare in the
s 10 Come, «x e

were al

The M;;Im were brought 1o the CM office from Chik-
kamagaluru. Farlier in the day, they wanted 1o surrender
before the district administration of Chikkamagaluru
through the Shantigaage Naagarikara Ved ke’ (Citizens Fo-
rum for Peace),

However, following the wish of the CM Siddaramaiah
o facilitate the process of surmender, they were browght to
Bengalura, .

Mundagaru Latha from Mu ru in Sringerl Vana-
Jakshi I’m‘!‘:linlﬂmlr In Kalasa; mm from Kﬁum near
Mangaluru; Marappa Jayanna Aroli from Raichur; Vasan-
thea T aka Ramesh from Tamil Nadu, and N, Jeesha from
Kerala surrendered |n presence of Chiel Minlster Siddara-
malah. According to sources, Mandagaru Latha, the eld-
est daughter of a poor tribal family from Sringeri Tahuk,
oy out of school kn the 6th grade due to poverty and
harassment by her teachers.

Her family allegedlly faced the threat of losing their home
under the Kudremukh National Park Project.

Frustrated with the government’s alleged apathetic at-
titude towards democratic protests, Latha and her family
Joined the movement resksting the project. In 2000, at the
aggeof 18, disillusioned with the lack of response to peaceful
protests, Latha took up armed reslstance.

Since then, she has been part of a guerrilla group operat-
ing across Karnataka and Kerala. Over time, she has ira
shtboned back to malnstream activism, becoming a promi-
nent figure in democratic mavements onoe again.

o/ /epopiomemsidacom
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What Delhi won’tdebate this election, orany clcctlon

¢DATELINE

SHEMIN JOY

jor the colonkal masters, there were
several ressons for shifiing British
India's capital from Kolkata (then
Caleutta) to Delhi. Among them, the bur-
geoning troubles following the splitting
of Bengal were a key [actor g

Iareadth of the country to build eheir lives
and nation block by block.

And they continue o do so. At least
63,40 lakh of LET crore people counted
i Dl dhuring the 2011 Census belonged
toother stivies, notcounting those whore-
urmn eovtheir homes in neighbouring states

PANORAMA

affordable health, edueation, housing,
power, and water should wop the agenda,
the discourse in Delhi does not centre
around them as fundamental rights of a
clikzen. Lenders of all hues, eager io dis-
it voters, project them as freehies.”
Breathing in Delhi has become 2 :I.ul)

alver work every day. “If had achaolee,
would they really cﬁuaﬂ* o live here?* as
writer Kushwant Singh wrote once, is a
question, but lefrunanswered by prospec
tive ruf

Political "

oras Diulzscall

the speedy shifting. The British laid the
foundation stone for n new Delh I,
andd twodecades Later, the new capital city
st in all ity magnificence,

The partition saw lakhs walking into
Delhi with anxieties about the future in
their minds and akmost nothing in their
hands. Post-independence, s Inda settled
into a coberent nation, millions Nocked
into “Indraprastha’ from the length and

e, turrm meifn- mrur. s making screaming
Inendlines as the capital is heading o an
clection and the ‘gaali’ (abuses) season
is all set 1o become harsher this winter.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will con-
inue his AAP as AA Pl (disaster) coinage
while BIP's principal rival, Arvind Kejriw
al, would keep repeating AAP's promises.
In the melee, voters oo lorget o ques-
tion those secking their mandate. While

chall withtheclrysair

luted for mose of the year. ﬂ.nplinrhlmm
tion, increasing vehicular emisssons, and
dust from rising construction activities
and industries contribute to Delhi's air
becoming unbreathable even on a nor-
mal day. Diwali and winter months sec
thee usual lame game over crackers and
stubble burning,

Discussions and debates recede once
Diwali is over and the intensity of stub-
ble burning decreases. The government
would blame meteorological conditions
an the “driving foree™ in the pollution
crisis, which is true to an extent, but the
Supreme Court reminds them, “If it is

monitored even with hall of the intensity
that is required, we wouldn't reach this
situstion,” In the blame game, this issue
chies a neglected death while respiratory
[ Mnesses rise:

Only months ago, a young boy and
two girls drowned in the basement of a
coaching centre for civil service exams
after severe waterlogging following heavy
rains. They wanted to be partof the famed
Indian bureaucracy, but the dreams were
sharered as a callous system bed officers
and politicians w fail 1o f'nd sulutu:ms

losing power in Bihar and the S

9

Party gewing defeated in Ustar Pradesh
over law and order ssues bust not in Dek-
il Ganggs rise, snatchers run, and vehicle
thieves Mee.

Slums are disappearing fast as demo-
litkon drives intensify. But where are the
slum dwellers going? While new aparn
ment complexcs for a few hundred are
inawgurated, an NGO Housing and Land
Rights Network estimates that at least
three lnkh people are still seaying in th
open without sheler. At the same time,

s, jacking
unrvnhluu profit

These days, it seems you necd a trag-
ey 1o create ripples in Delhi. Earlier, a
protest by anganwadi workers, a students'
group, or anyone else coubd captu I
thon, Parliament marches and rallies in
Ramiila Maidan sent shivers down the
power streciures.,

A dissemting populace is the strength
of a democracy, but in Delhi, police bar-
ricades, if not bulldozers, and shut Metro

- = 2 .

pr l B
the [ these in power,

Tor a problem that we ap
I1al for years.

This Issue 1o remeins under the canpet
this election season. The same is the case

th dis| of garbage or by

the ity i

Anmhrnuurllmamxﬂn 1o be escap-
ing the anention of politicians and poli-
cy mulq-r- s the rising rents, which have

pariking woes.

Rising crime too escapes the attention
of the mainstream. AAP raised the issue
in the last quarterof 2024, but itended up
asablame game, One may talk about RID

The president-elect did not elaborate on what actions he might take if the captives
are not released by the time he takes office

MICHAEL D SHEAR AND
MICHAEL CROWLEY

resident-clect Donald Trump

skl Tuesday that "all hell will

break out in the Middle Enst™

if the hostages being held by

Hamas are not released by

Inauguration Day, repeating
the threat four tmes during a wide-rang-
ing news conference at his Mar-a-Lago
estate in Florida.

“If they're not back by the time | get
imta office, all hell will break out in the
Middle East,” he wld reporters. “And it
will not be good for Hamas, and it will not
b goad, frankly, for anyone, All hell will
break out. | don't have to say any more,
but that's what itis."

Trump did not elaborate abowt what
actions he might take [l the hostages were
not released by the time he enters office.
And he declined w provide details about
what he or his advisers are doing in the
days leading up 1o the inauguration on
January 20, Officials say about 100 hos-
tages, incduding some Americans, who
were seieed on Ocrober 7, 2023, remain
captive in the Gaza Strip, though they
believe many of them may have died in
captivity

“They should have never taken them,”
Trump wld reporters. “There should
have never been the amack of October
7. People forget that. But there was, and
many people were killed.”

President Joe Biden and his vop na-
tioinal security aides have |a.'t'n wor hh;
for hs (o try the relense
of the remalning hostages, A deal has
seemed in nent several times, only o
fall aparyafter what Biden adminissration
officials have sald were rejections by Ha-
mas negotiators. lsracli officials have also
objected tosome parts of proposed deals.

During his remarks, Trump suggest-
ed thist has threats against Hamas would
cause the groupto relent. But experts on
the Middle East ggled o understand
ing of Trump's threats.
| doo’t have a clue, nor does he.” said
Daniel Kurtzer, a USambassador tolsmel
during the George W Bush administra-
tion, Over the past |6 months, lsrael's
military has nearly ds d Hamas as

OH ILLLSTRATION: DEE P HARICHANDAN

Allhell will break loose:
Trump’sultimatumto Hamas

negotiators were “making a lot of pro-
gress,” but he did not give specifics,

“And | don't want to say too much, be-
cause | think they're doing a really good
Job” WitkolT sald, “I'm really hopeful
that by the inaugural we'll have some
good |I||r\3pilnamm|nwlm behallofthe
president,”

Wlllnl! seemed to praise the Biden

an urx.llmcd fighting force, It is unclear
what Mo any :-raluwdmaul\ah thein-
comi orlsrael,

's efforts, saying that
“1 actually believe that we're working
in tandem in a really good way” But he
alsosingled out Trump, saying it was the

coild aceomplish,

"l see no scenario where US lorces
would be engaged: inany event, we don't
have a berter idea than the Isrnelis what
would force Hamas' hand.” Kurtzer add
ed. “Bluster is the worst form of poli

Anron David Miller, a former S
Department Mid B
negotiator, said it was unclear what
Trump oould do if the hostages were not
relensed by his deadline. And he ques-
voned whether Trump could prnimlr

of

president-elect’s "stature”™ and “the red
lines he's put out there that's driving this
negotiation.”

Witkoll pdded that he was “leaving
tomorrow” to go back to Doha, Qatar,
where delegations from lsroel and Ha
mas have been negotiating through Qa
el mediators. It was unclear what role,
il any, Witkolf has been playing in those
talks.

The reality of a change of

ministrations are likely 1w be starkly di-
vided over who deserves pradse.

The comments by Trump and Witkofl
on Tuesdny appeared 10 be devised ar
lenst in part so the president-elect can
claimeredit for a release if it happens just
before he takes office. WitkofTtold report-
ers that he thought Hamas was listening
o Trump,

“He exhorts us to speak emphatically,
and emphatically means you better get it

you betier do this,” he sabd, adding that
Humas is not walting for Trump 1o take
olliee. “1 think they heard him loaid and
clear. Better get done by the inaugural.”

Aldes 10 Biden snid Witkoff and Bren
McGurk, the chief negotiator for the
Biden administration, qul been lullunx

and that
|N:|.II “constructive’ .md nwmpwm:
MeGurk has been the lead negotiator
working 1o bring the two sides 10 an

tionsinthe United 'amm has cor
the last-d ad

Prime Minister Benjamin N,
Isruel totake adeal,

“Trump will never be able o inflict
more pain on Hamas and Palestinians
than [srael already has,” Miller said, “He
docs have beverage over Netanyahu. But
would he really use it to press lsrael o
agreetotermsofadeal that mightappear
o benefit Hamas?™

At one point Tuesday, the presi-
dent-elect invited Steve Witkoff, whom
be intends to appoint as his Middle East
envoy, tospenk to reporters. Witkofl said

viser ns(lndﬂl 1o release the hnlm.
s, Familics of those still be _v' l

L

agreement
4 Thate Mustranes thit “the Biden
d  and Trum a e il

ed thanwere, say, the Obama and Trump
reams in late 2016 and early 2017, said
Natan Sacha, a senior fellow at the Brook-

urged Biden and Tr 1als to work

ings

vogether toward that goal
Ticken national security officials hve

Bt Biden officials have argued that
progress toward i deal is the result of

sl they are keeping their Trump
terparts fully informed abour negotia-
chons, And members of both tenms appear
aligned behind the same goal: using the
dendline of the inauguratson to pressure
Hamas to release everyone it is holding.
But if a release happens, the two ad

OUR PAGES & OF HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1975

Snagsin Indo-US food aid
talks overcome

Washinglon, January 8

The srags 1hat developed during
rgrations i the afficial bevel over the
e of American food shipments hive

25 VEARS AGO: JANUARY 2000
Hunting festivals rampant in
Blore Rural

Bangnlore. Jan &

manths of p % discussions and
Israel’s intense bombardment of Hamas.

Israel's bombing of Gaza — which has
come under intense seruting from many
parts of the world because it has killed
tens of thousands of people — severely
damaged Hamas wnd left mostof s lead

ence anxiety, (s our body and

'Y I vis normal that people experi
braln’s way of keeping usalert,

ersdead, including Yahya Sinwar and the
mastermingds of the October T attacks,
Tsraed sstrikesagainst Iranand Hezbollah
in Letanon have further isolated Hamas,
Blden officials say.

They alsonote that the deal under con-
sideration now with Hamas is based on
anagreement that Biden offered to lsra
¢l and Hamas in May and that was later
endorsed by the U N. Security Counil.

Miller said it would be unusual for a
member of an incoming adminisiration,
like WitkolY, tobe a direct partof sensitive
nrg.‘nlllum with foreign countries.

“It’s fascinating that he said voday
‘we're making progress,” Miller said, re-
Ferring to Witkofl, "He's inserved himsell

s has Trump — in s negotiating process
owned by the Biden administration and
Inwhich they have nooflicial role, And of
course they re setting the stage to claim
credit for the deal when it happens.™

Meanwhile, Donald Trumpon Toesday
refused 1o rule out using miliaary foree o
retake the Panama Canal, which was re-
turmed by the United Stares o that coun-
try's control decades ago. Last month,
he falsely acc

ips. While it is unclear what
ump's recent obsession
with the Panamn Canal, some Republi
cans have long objected 10 a decades-old
treaty thar turned the shipping lane over
to Panamanian control

The Mew York Times

il workers ke housemaids,

As i freshelection comes beckoning the
capital, the leaders need o be reminded
of what the 18th-century Urdu poet
Meer Tagi Meer wrote (as rranslaved by

r ! and students

to Delhi to the brink. They can't find af-

Tordable acoommaodation. A recent study

lnﬂlcuu‘o'\ﬂlsemmm\mnlm:}em
property dealers,

Khust Singh): There once was a fair
«ity| Among cities of the world the firstin
fame | 1t hath been rained and kaid desolate
J Tothat city | belong: Delhi i its name.,
IDHNS

elections.
Thissib }

messing a tectonse shift, driven

by the rese of the Bharatya Ja-
mat Party. At jes heart lies aquiet
yet powerful revolution—the
rising influence ofwomen voters,

Often overlooked in main:
streaim political analyses, women
are no longer mere numbers in
the arithmetic of elections. They
have emerged asadeciue foree,
driving rransformartive ¢
across assemibly and national

l-:lm‘- lectoral history s wit-

Women arerecasting
the electoral pitch

DEEPANSHU MOHAN

bedieve the BIP works borthe poor
andd 4,5 posnis moresatisfled with
the cenral government,

But, while women's votes have
tipped the scales in state and
mational chections, women's rep-
resentation in politics remains
dismul. Women constitute just
130l the Lok Sabia, far below
the global average of 26% While
the Women Reservation Bill
[promised to reserve 33% of seats
bor woimen, its implementation
s remains stalled, casting doubt
on its intent, Critics argue the
Il introduced hv'h\' the 2!1‘24
elections,

relations.

kcal milessgon

ndependent voloe

the siravegies of political par-
thes. It has influenced ehec
campaigns, policy designs, and
wellare schemes, steering gov-
emance owards & wellare-cen:
tred approach to state-society

In 2024, 312 million women
cast their votes, eclipsing male
voter turmout in 137 constituen-
cies, This was morethana numer
+ It marked a shift
in the: political consciousness of
WO s volerswith agency—an

PIHECT PrOogressveTiess rallu-l
Al than genuine commiiment o

gender equallty inbeadership
Political parties, acoustomed
o ignoring, the wnigue needs of
wormen voters, have been forced
toadape Sull, these: ini-
himportant, ofien
Lllldnn'lml:l:l:mn,w\muu.
issues aflfecting the structural
Inequities and inadequacies that
alfect womens well-being. Wl
fareschemesareeflective lorpro-
ndu‘..ﬂ-ﬂmmrrhiurmm:
but

OppOTIUNItics,

better well-being and economic

"his change extends beyond
rmnout. A 2014 survey revealed
that 70% of women voters made
deperchent deckibons, free from
il o spoisal influences. By
2024, this autonomy became
even more pronounced, with
women wl:rrltluru( wellare,

tthey cannot replace long-term,
deeper reforms through a cul-
wural shift anchored by greater
investment ineducation, employ-
ment, and healthoare.
Desplie the popularity of con-
dirional and unconditlonal cash
transfer programmes—now
actrve in M staes and reaching
200% of Incdan's nclule lcma.i:mp

safety,
oo nal or ideolog|
.

OVET WO MNETS.

was undeniable,

ical er
s shift has forced political
partics, incuding the BJF, w re-
cabibrate their approach, toning
dhemen divisbve rhetonic in o of
targeted wellare schemes o win

Consider the 2024 Mahur
ashira assembly elections. The
RIP-led alliance launched Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana, offering
Rs 1,500 monthly to women—a
carefully crafted strategy, not
Jusst another wellare piteh, Simi-
barty, Jharkhand's Malya Yogana,
which provided Rs LOOO monthly
wowomen, helpedthe JMM-Con-
gressallance consolidare its base.
These schemes were not mere
gveawnys: they were lifelines for
families struggling with rising
costs, ind their electoral impact

A repont by CSDS suggesied
that women in-m-(lung from

yover  ulation—th g patchy
solution that fails m address
deeper structural problems
while imposing fiscal profificacy
o

What's needed is a decisive
shift from transactional, short-
verm, welfare populist politics 10
eransformational policies bene-
fiting women ncross states and
socigreconomic divides.

Forevery cush translerscheme
that provides temporary relief,
there needs 1o be proportional
Increinses i soclal and pablic i
wstment for girks’fwomen's par-
wicipation in vocational training
programmes, higher education,
Ibetter qualsty of sehools for girks,
and safer workplaces and mobil-
ity conditions for women: that
mecds tobe put in place,

Women have demonstrated
their transformative power is
volers, reshaping electond out-
commes across the nation, For this

caste-based

are emblematic of

Dt fro

OASIS | SRIPRIYA SATISH

Making anxiety work to your advantage

s take some instances from
mythology where optimal siress has
been beneficial

Come winter, large scal,
of wild nramals is prevalent st seversl
plnces in Bangalore Rurl diserct. The

bon resclved in principhe following a ritual anting comes soon after the
mocting between Incka’s Ambassador harvent season as farmers have time
T, Kl i ULS. Secretary ol Stte toapare. Alganahall and Hullnie in
Henry Kissinger yesterday. Detais are Doddaballapur mhk, Soldevanahalli
i expectied b be worked ot by the in Nelamangals, Motaganaballi ad

| Voxhlaraballi in Magndi are same of
het supply of between 300,000 oones. the places where sach rioual bunting
b 5, 0001 XY oo o w bt will e siggmedd takes place. In the rnua| hunting, either
wharthy winted a provissan wuns are wsed bo kol dhe animals or men
iy b e sl b thee et tha India will with stout sticks chase the animals and
motre-export LS foadgrams. Hudgeon them wdeath.

and pe

MANCe.,’ says
Hayley Viughan- 'Illllh_llk ensed
therapeutic counsellor. It has in-depeh
mearmng, How often dowe get anxious
and repent for being so? Anxietyisa
purt of life, and we should embrace this
emotion o8 we sail through tough wo-
ters. This emotion increases personal
growth and can even bea powerful
miotivator inlife o work where we are
uncomfor table. Many scientises have
chted thar experiencing an oprimal bev-
¢l of amodety is mot all that bad and can
increase alermess, Fustress, or, o put
itin other words, good stress, can help

The great warmior Arjuni
fell into the shackles of
anxiety in the great bartde
against the Kauravas.

Had e not emibraced this
feeling of anxiety, he would
Tave never sought Lord
Krishna's help for solace.
Ultimeately, It is this leeling of
ety that served him as a catalys:
spirinual groweh. The Bhagovad Gia
would have never been in existence
had he not experienced anxiery.

Lt us take the example of Sage

change our outlook towards life,

Narada. Sage Naradu is known for

Ihis resthess and anxdon puire for

the well-being of the universe. His
Tl i wias bo makaeain dharma.

He could perform his duties

diligently because his andous

nature motivated him o

hlclymwpqummumhmml
bess likely 10 vote for narrow,
partics. Welfare
schemes ke Ugjwala Yojana,
which subsidised cooking gas,
hiow women
aredriving political agendas.

e National Elec-
vion Stadies 2009 dam under-
lines this trend. Beneficanies
ol the Ujpwala scheme were 4.6
percentage points more likely 1o

emare  vislon po
imics anel partics must go beyond
symbolic gestures. Political par-
ibes need o priovitise structural
reforms such as gender-sensi-
wive budgeting, menmorship pro-
gramimes forwomen keaders, and
strongeranti-dscrimination bws
imworkplaces,

(Tl b fi a profiesior,
dlean, and director, Cenire for
New Ecorsoenic Stwdies, O P
Hintund Glodn! University)

helped great scientists to achieve
their goaks,

Albert Einstein's fameous theory
of relativity sprung from his deep
anxiety and wonder about the nature
of time and space. |saac Newton's deep
anxiety to explore the laws of nature

establish righ s
the universe,
Also, Lord Hanuman,
i hils mvissdon o e Ded
Seetha, Lond Rama's consort,
hid to fnce several ohstacles and

e ver a lot of hidd
truths about the workd around us.
Charles Darwin was worried about
how his theory of evolution would be
recelved by relighous and sclentific

anxieties in his journey. His anxiety
1o please Lord Rama made him move
out of his comfort zone and achieve
his mission.

Letus have alook at how anxiety

ool Thiis anxlety made him
to carefully refine his theories,

All sakd and done, inxiety can provee
as a powerful motivator and a game
changer in life as long as it docs not
croms the optimal levels.
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How the UAPA, a draconian
law, is wrecking lives

The UAPA prohibits a judge from granting bail if, on a perusal of the police diary or the police report, the judge

is of the opinion that there are reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation is . prima facie rue’

Gautam Bha

On January 7, Dethi police opposed the bail
pleas of activists Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Irmam aned others, who are accused in the
2020 north-east Delhi riots case. These
activists have been juiled wader the
Unfawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), 1967, In this article, dated August
7, 2022, Gautamn Bhatia talks about how
the UAPA brings in elements of a trial into
a bl hearing.

1 March 24, a Sessions Court
in Delhi denied bail to Umar
Khalid as part of a set of cases

that have commonly come to
be knowen as “the Delhi riots cases”. The
case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was
one of the conspirators behind the
February 2020 violence in Delhi, which
had claimed more than 50 lves. For this,
Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was
charge-sheeted under the Unkawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967,
and jailed pending trial. Mr. Khalid has
been in jail for ever 500 days, The trial
has not yet begun.

Much has been written about the
serious problems with the manner in
which the Delhi Police has conducted its
imvestigation, and prosecution of the
Delhi riots: in particular, its selective
targeting of activists who were invalved
with the protests sgainst the Citizenship
(amendment) Act of 2009, which was the
alleged trigger for the viclence, while
refraining from prosecuting individuals
whao are on record delivering incendiary
speeches. The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid
highlights an equally serious problem: the
broken nature of India’s criminal justice
system,

Bail hearing becomes trial
First, consider these facts. Mr. Khalid's
bail application was filed in July 2021, The
order denying bail was passed eight
months later, after multiple hours-long
hearings, multiple adjournments, and
three deferrals of the order itself. 1tis
important to ask why an application for
bl ook 5o many hearings and eight
months to decide: in eriminal law, the
purpose of bail is to ensure that an
individual is not unjustly denied their
liberty while the trial against them is still
proceeding and their guilt has not yet
been established. As such, in normal
circumstances, courts are supposed to
consider whether an accused is a flight
risk, of is likely to tamper with evidence
or intimicate witnesses. If neither of those
dangers exist, there is no purpose in
denying an individual their freedom
before their guilt has been established in a
court. This, in other words, is the real
meaning of the hoary phrase ‘innocent
until proven guilty'.

This is where the notorious UAPA
comes in. Shom of legalese, the UAPA

hibits o judge from ing an

individual bail if, on a perusal of the
police diary or the police report, the
Judge is of the apinion that there are
“reasonable grounds for believing that the
acousation is ... prima facie true.” The
effect of this, as the criminal legal scholar
Abhinay Sekhri has pointed out, is that
the UAPA introduces elements of the
eriminal trial imto the question of bail.
There are traces of this in the Indian
Penal Code as well, for bail under serious

non-UAPA offences. This hints at a larger
problem with the criminal justice system,
of which the UAPA is only the starkest
example, Questions of guilt or innocence
are meant to be determined at the end of
a trial, after evidence has been sifted,
witnesses examined and cross-examined,
and arguments completed. The question
of guilt or innocence at the stage of bail
short-circuits that essential procedure.
But that is not the only problem with
turning bail hearings i initrials. The

GETTY IMAGES

figrht freestyle, while requiring the other
tor follow the Marquis of Queensberry
Rules {ie., the rules of professional
bancing)”. What the judge has before them
is entirely one side of the case: the police
wversion. In a trial, the defence would be
entitled to cross-examine the
prosecution’s witnesses, determine
inconsistencies in their testimony,
examine its own witnesses, present its
own evidence, and otherwise

k ate that the case against the

problem is also that this mini-trial - to
borrow a colourful phrase from the U5
Supreme Court - licenses "one side ... to

accused has not been made out beyond
reasonable doubt. In a bail hearing, the
defence can do none of that. The starting

point of the bail hearing is the
presumnption that everything in the police
report is true, Based on that presumption,
all the two sides can then argue about is
whether according to these *facts”, the
legal ingredients of the offence are
fulfilled - or, in some rare cases, about
whether the facts themselves are
self-contradictory or flat-out implausible,
s0 that no reliance can be placed on them
even at the stage of bail. To use an
analogy, it is like holding a debate
between two sides, stopping it after one
side finishes, allowing the other side
pose two ar three questions bt not say
anything more, and then deciding
whether the motion passes or falls,

Such a system might possibly be
defensible in a situation where eriminal
Justice was swift, efficient, and
trustworthy. IF, for example, eriminal
trials habitually concluded within six
months, it might just be possible wo argue
that in terrorism cases, six months of
pretrial incarceration is a painful but
proportionate price to pay (in my
opinion, it is still unjustifiable, but there is
at least a case to be made). However, that
is ot the case in India: a UAPA trial takes
years — often more than 10 years. In such
a situation, the court's decision on bail,
de facto, becomes the decision on the
case: the denial of bail means that a
person is likely to spend a decade or more
behind bars, as the trial winds on, And
wiven the UAPA's abysmally low
conviction rates, the trial will Klkely end in
acguiteal,

This, thus, explains why bail hearings
take so long, and are so co ted
(although there is still little excuse for the
cightmonth-long process in Mr. Khalid's
case). Both the defence and the
prosecution know that the outcome of the
bail hearing is. for all practical effects, the
outeome of the case itself, The result of
the denial of bail is, functionally, the same
as the result of a inding of guilt: a
decade-plus in jail. But, as we have seen,
while the denial of bail is effectively a
finding of guilt, it has none of the
safeguards that the criminal Law puts into
place before an actual finding of guilt. The
accused is first gagged from contesting
thie palice's version and is then
condemned for not being able to disprove
the police's case.

Rank injustice

In a notorious judgment in National
Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad
Shah Watali (2009), the Supreme Court
made 1 bad situation even worse by
forbidding the lower courts from
scrutinising in depth even the police case.
This leads to absurd situations like Mr.
Khilid's bail order.

A reading of the bail order shows that
the court reproduces various allegations
against Mr. Khalid - some of them
hearsay, and therefare inadmissible
during the trial, and some extremely
implausible; dismisses the defence’s
challenges to them without any
engagement; and then denies bail.
Lawvyers and legal scholars may disagree
over whether the UAPA actually requires
the courts to become stenographers for
the prosecution, even under existing legal
doctrine. The point, however, is that for
all the reasons we have discussed above,
the result is rank injustice.

Reforming the criminal justice system
is the task of many years. In the
immediate future, however, it is at least
possible to curtail the manner in which
the UAPA plays havoc with the lives of so
many individuals.

Striking down or reading down its bail
prohibitions and subjecting the police
case to stricter scrutiny during bail
hearings would be a start. It remains o be
seen whether the judiciary has the will
and the inclination to do so.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer.
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A quiz to mark the 18th edition of Pravasi Bharatiya Divas being held in Bhubaneswar

V.V. Ramanan PBD in 20157
1Y
Y QUESTION 4
QUESTION 1 What was special about the

Wihy was January 9 edition held in 20217
chosen as Pravas|
Bharatlya Diwas and
In wihich year was

the inaugural event

[ Y

QUESTION §

What is the theme for this
year's Pravasl Bharatlya

held? Divas?
k [ Y
QUESTION 2 QUESTION &

The past 17 editions
have been held in
warlous Indian cltles.
Which city has
hasted the event the
st number af
times and where
was the Last edithan L

held? QUESTION 7

What s the name of the
award given io to hanour
exceptional overseas
Indians?

(PBD) Is spansored and

External Affairs. Which two
|eading organisations also

cebebrating the event?

h
QUESTION 3
What major change
was Initlated to the
cM
K

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

organised by the Ministry of

collaborate with the MEA in

[N
Visual question:

i 2003, FILE PHOTS:

sdentify this fermer President and Premier of an African nation who was the first chief guest

Questions and Answers to the previeus
day's daily quiz: 1. This film s about a Mexican
drug lord who changes gender. Ans: Emillo
Pédrer

2. This TV series (s set amid the emerging threat
of chvil war In Japan In 1600, The writer of the
baaok was a young officer in the Royal Artillery.
Ans: Shégun; James Clavell

3. The reason why naming Pla Zadora the new
star of the year in 1982 was controversial. Ans:
The film, Butterfly, wasn't even out yet

4. This actor refused his Golden Globe award
and Academy Award in the 1970s far this cult
film. Ans: Marlon Brando; The Godfather

5. Payal Kapadia lost ber Best Director Award ta
Brady Corbet, wha won it for this film. Ans: The
Brutalist

6. This actar holds the highest number of
nammdnations at the Gelden Globe awards. Ans:
Meryl Streep

Visual: Hame the three pesple here, Ans: Fred
Astaire, Jane Fenda, and John Travelta
Earty Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan|
Rajmohan Velayudhan| Tito Shiladitya) Mahan
Lad Patel| K.N. Viswanathan

- il

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

8. Upendran

“Died you or didn't you see the film?"

“That's what I'm trying to tell you. No
sooner had 1 reached the ticket counter
when the crowd..."

“... 'than', not “when® "

"What?”

“The expression is ‘no sooner..... than',
not ‘o sooner.,, when'. No sooner had
the bell rung than the students came
running out of their classrooms.”

“No sooner had the star arrived than a
loud cheer went up.

"Good. I'm going to make some coffee,
How would you like yours?”

"L..er.. Well, L.L."

"As it comes?™

"As it comes? As what comes?”

“The coffee, of course, When
somebody asks you how you would like
your coffee or tea, and you reply as it
comes’, you mean you do not mind how
strong or weak it is”

“In ather words, I'm willing to drink
what is given to me. | have no
preFERence”

"That's right. P.reefe.ne.n.c.eis
pronounced PREference. The stress is on
the first syllable.”

"First syllable! Really? PREference.
Rhymes with the word REference, doesn’t
it

"Yes, it most certainly does, Now,
about the coffiee. Will you take it as it
o

"0h no! I'd like mine to be strong,
phease. Really strong... You've been
spending a lot of your time in the kitchen
Lately. What's the reason?”

“TI'm learning to be a househusband ™

“A househusband! What's that?”

"Why don't you Agure it out yourself?=

"Hm..et's see. A housewife” is
someone who looks after the home. The
hushand goes out to work and she takes
care of the home.”

"You're on the right track”

"So a "househusband’ would be a man
who books after the house, while the wife
s an outside job."

“Exactly!”

" man looking after the house!”

"There's nothing wrong with it”

"I never said there was. But you would
make a lousy househusband ™

"Why do you say that?™

"This coffee! It tastes terrible. By the
waty, do you know that 'husband' can be
used as a verb also?”

T henow.”

"What does it mean?”

“To work as a hushand.”

"Moo, It means “to use sparingly and
economically.” We must husband our
resources. "It is a formal word.”

PuMlished in The Hindu on August 30,
1994,

Word of the day

Gelid:
atramaly cold

SYNONYMS: arctic, frigid, glacial, icy, polar

Usage: she could not fong survive the gelid
waters of the foke.

Pronunciation: rewsthJive/gelidpre

International Phonetic
Alphabet: roge.y

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu. co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

» o

+



=g NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | JANUARY 9, 2025

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.comddailyploneer | @TheDaily Plonear | Instagram.com/dailypionear/

PAPER WITH PASSION——

Brace up for hattle royal

With polling scheduled for February 5,
poised for a fiercely contested three-

Delhi is
ray battle

ing assembly elections, the stage is set for what promises to be a hard-fought,

As the Election Commission officially announced the schedula for Delhi's upcom-

three-cornered contest. Polling for the 70 assembly seats in Delhi will take place
on February 5, with the results to be declared on February 8. This election is poised to
be a high-stakes battle between the incumbent Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress, each bringing its own strategies, narratives and
issues to the forefront. Under the leadership of Arvind Kejriwal, AAP is looking to secure
a third consecutive term in Delhi. The party, which has enjoyed overwhelming success
in the last two elections, is fiercely campaigning for a ‘hat-trick.' Kejriwal, whose party
has transformed the political landscape of Delhi since its formation in 2012, is betting
on his track record of governance and what he calls the 'politics of work.” AAP's focus
remains on welfare programmes such as frae electricity, water and healthcare, whila

Kejriwal,"

the party claims its tenure has been marked by devel-
opment and transparency. With the slogan “Phir layenge
AAP has launched a campaign centred
around a positive vision for the future, contrasting its
achievenents with the BJP's focus on divisive poli-
tics. However, AAP's victory is far from assured.
Despite its dominance in the: previous two elections,
the party now faces mounting challenges. AAP has
been dogged by corruption allegations, a point of attack
that the BJP has effectively capitalised on.

For the BJR this election is a do-or-die contest. The
party, under the beadership of Prime Ministar Narendra
Modi, has mounted an aggressive campaign aimed

at ousting Kejriwal and the AAP from power. The BJP's cantral theme revolves around
anti-incumbancy, accusing AAP of corruption and failing to address the capital's devel-
opment needs. Prima Minister Modi, at the forefront of the BJP's attack, has called the
AAP government an ‘AAP-da’ (disaster) and criticised its inability to offer a vision for
Dalhi's growth. Madi's rhetoric positions the BJP as the party of national progress, whila
framing Kejriwal's lsadership as an obstacle to Delhi's future. Tha BJP's strategy is two-
fold: discredit the AAP's governanca while appealing to votars' desire for change. The
Congress, once the dominant force in Delhi, is now a distant third. After losing power
in the capital in 2013, the party has been trying to rebuild its political base, which has
been severely eroded by both AAP and BJP However, this tima the party is determined
to make its prasence felt in the elections. Given the deepening polarisation, high stakes
and aggressive strategies on all sides, the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections are shaping
up to be a politically charged, hard-fought, and closely contastad batthe. Voters will have
to choose batween a legacy of governance under AAR a vision for change from tha BJR
and the prospect of stabillty from the Congress, making this election ane of the mast
bitterly fought yet interesting to the core.

e, in Soth 24 P anis

Donald "Trump’s
H-1B dilemma

As President-elect Donald Trump prepares for his second term, the
debate over H-1B visas for skilled foreign workers is heating up

s the US President
elect Donald Trump
prepares to take
office on January 20,
he faces a unigue
challenge. The issue of immigra.
tion and the H-1B visa has
become a contentious paint
amang the two key groups. He is
trying to \dlle}‘ the conflicti F{
interests of the billionaire tech
community, wha heavily fund his
campaigns, and his ‘America
First' base.
Trump's recent favourable state
ments on H- 18 visas for foreign
skilled workers have sparked
renewed discussions on the
future of this critical programme.
The New York Post quoted
Trump, "I've always liked the
visas, 1 have always been in
favour of the visas,
That's why we have them!” He
ed: 1 ﬁa\-\' many H-1H visas
propertics. I've been a
believer in H-1B visis, | have
used it many times, It's a great
program,
Trump admitted. Trump has
backed Elon Musk and his other
wealthy funders
Valley { South Afric
had an H11 visa himself). While
tech keaders want a liberal H-18
visa regime, ‘America
lirsers wish for stricter restricti
on immigration at all levels,
In his first term, "Ir i
tised protecting American citi
sens’ interests, which had signif-
fcant implications on the H-18
visas, ‘America First' advocates
argue that H-11 visas take jobs
away from American workers,
The looming question is, will the
Trumpls second term may prios
tise American workers jobs, or it
could revert to the traditional
Republican belief that immigra
tion primarily benefits (‘I'I'I]‘f“:r
ers. Debates arose over H-1H
wvisas following Trumps appoint
ment of Insm born Sriram
hnan as his advisor on
icial intelligence, 1t caused divi
sions within Trumps team
opponents of the H-15 visa claim
that the immigrants take away
American jobs, The intri
question is whether a sec u:ﬁ
rump term will prioritise jobs
for American workers or revert
to the traditional Republican
stance that immigration is pri

Influencer marketing is making a

big impact on India’s small towns _«

SAHIL CHOPRA

Influencer marketing, once seen as an urban phenomenon, is now
making waves in India's small towns and rural areas

no langer just a big-city
thing in India. 1t has

taken even the country's
small towns and rural areas.
The sole reason behind this
shift is the recent surge in
regional content crealors,
who connect deeply with
local audiences by speaking
their language, both literal
by and culturally,

The rise in regional content
A reghonal revolution is on
the cards for Indias digital
landscape.
The share of reglonal lan
gunlérﬂrl1e~u|11p1inn on OTT
platforms alone is estimated
ta go beyond 50-50 per cent
by 2025, leav indi con
tent behind, s 15 1o say,
Indials appetite for content in
mative languages is growing
apgressively, laying down a
strong foundation for
regional influencers to
thrive.
Brands tapping
‘Bharat”

Brands seem to acknowledge
this shift and have begun
increasingly collaborating
with regional influencers

enetrate Nen-metro mar
ets. Theres no argument
over how crucial intfluencer
marketing has become for

Inﬂ.uﬂ:u'l marketing is

into

mi I

brands, with 75 per cent of
brands considering it a part
of their marketing strategy.
Partnering with 2|lm'<|]
ators gives an edge to brands
in dcﬁ\'crln* messages that
resonate with regional audi
ences and build engagement
and trust,
Enter micro & nano influ-
encers

Brands are going big on
micro and nano influenc
given their unmatched effec-
tiveness in these markets,
Their content is more relat
able and trustworthy to local
audiences, Notably, 47 per
cent of brands prefer collab
orating with micro and nano
influencers for cost-effec
tive campaigns and better
engagement,

Economic opportunities for
regional creators

The creator economy is ris

i |
“RELENCER
3 - MARKETI

e\
ing ru]lilllv{. The market size
Is expected to grow al a com

pound annual growth rate of
21 per cent from 2023 to
2030,

This growth rate is proof of

the plethor of opportunities
that lie for regional creators,
enabling them to monetise
their content while con
tributing to the local econ
omy. Despite the promising
growth, challenges remain.
Many creators in smaller
towns may need more access
to high-quality production
resources or brand partner.
ships,
However,
stricture
brands continue to recognise
the value of regional influ
encers, these hurdles are

he digital infra

likely to go away. The rise of

regional content creators is
reshaping Indias influencer

marketing ecosystem,

By tapping into local lan
puages and cultures, these
influencers are not only tak
ing brand messages to their
target audience but also
democratising content cre

ation across the nation
The rise of regional conte:
creators s transforming
Indias influencer market

ing landscape, By connecting
with local audiences in their
native languages and cul

tures, these influencers are
expanding the reach of
brands to non-metm mar

kets. As regional content
consumption grows, brands
are im:rrn\ingﬁj' partnering
with micro and nano influ
encers to achieve cost- effec
tive, relatable, and trustwor
thy engagement.

The growing creator econo
y offers significant eco

nomic opportunities, despite
challenges like limited access
o production resources. As
digital  infrastructure

roves, reglonal influ
encers will continue to
thrive, reshaping content
creation and broadening its
reach across the nation
(The writer is F urrmh r umI
CED iCubes W

expressed are

marily beneficial for emplo
ers. Influential supporters li’{c
Elon Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy argue that H-115
visas are crucial for addressing
the US engincers shortage.
Musk, who built his empire,
and Vicek Ramasawamy have
strongly supported the pro
gram. Musk expressed ]:lx
readiness (o go to war ove
They highlight a kllll'llﬁu‘llll
skills gap in the US labour
market, particularly in STEM
fields.

What s an H- 1B visa, and why
is there such controversy sur
rounding it? Would India suf-
fer if H-1B visas were elimi
nated? The wisa system for
skilled workers from other
countries was introduced in
1990 by President Bush to
work legally in the US, The
visa is for three years,
Applicants must have a job
lined up with a US-based
sponsoring company or insti
Since 2004, the United
States has limited the number
af new H-1B visas 1o 85,000
wearly,

This cap includes 20,000 visas
for international students with
advanced degrees from US
universities, [n the fiscal year
2023, the US approved just
over 386,000 H-1B applica
tions. For the fiscal year 2024,
there were 758,994 cligible
registrations, an increase from
474,421 in_ 2023, Most
approved applicants work in

KALYAN| SHANKAR

MAJOR US
COMPANIES,
INCLUDING TECH
GIANTS LIKE
AMAZON AND
GOOGLE, ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY
SCALING BACK
THEIR
SPONSORSHIP
OF H-18 VISAS.
INDIAN IT FIRMS,
INCLUDING
INFOSYS

AND TATA
CONSULTANCY
SERVICES (TCS),
ALSO RECORDED
SUBSTANTIAL
REDUCTIONS

science, technology, engl
ing.and mathermatics (5
The issue is more than just an
cconomic concern; new devel
opments in artificlal intelli
wence and advanced comput
ing technology make it vital
for US defence and national
security. India receives
approximately 72 per cent of
H-1B visas, while Chinese
citizens sccount for around 12
per cent.
Eliminating country. apecific
caps could increase job oppor
tunities for Indians in the
United States, It is a significant
concern fo ny prospective
applicants, Major employers in
I|}“ tech industry, meI.lng
[ndmn companies like Infosys,
ACL, and Wipro, repre
ent of the top 10
beneficiaries of H-18 visas,
E!(‘glllnl with FY 2025,
UsCl i{u: ed from an
employer-hased to a beneficia
ry-centric registration system,
following the agency’s "serious
concerns” noted after the FY
2024 registration period,
Amazon, the largest H-18
sponsor, saw o steep decline in
approvals, dropping from over
LLOOO in 2023 to just above
G000 in 2024. Major LS,
companies, including tech
glants like Amazon and
Cioogle, are significantly scal
ing back their :irm sorship of
H- 1B visas, Indian I'T firms,
including Infosys and Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),

also recorded substantial
reductions, Not everyone
wants to get rid of the visa sys
tem,
According to the American
Enterprise [nstitute and the
Partnership for a New
American Economy, increas
ing the H-185 visa cap could
wenerate 13 million new jobs,
It would contribute approxi
mately $158 billion to the US
GDP by 2045, H-1B wvisa
holders often add to the work
force instead of taking |nbsi
US worker
recent statement about |I I\
wisas has given hope to many
visa seekers, especially Indians,
He stated that the US needs
skilled and intelligent people
and promised more job
apportunities. It provides a
positive outlook for H-1H
wisas, H- 1B visa holders often
complement, rather than com
th, US workers.
ow ¥ H-1B visa seekers
are hopeful after Trump has
sided with Musk. He daimed
that there was a need for
skilled and intelligent workers,
His promise of unprecedent
ed job opportunities offers a
positive outlook for those
seeking H-1B visas. The
Indian government closely
maonitors any backlash against
Indian H-1B visa holders in
the US.
{The writer is a popualar
columpmist; views expressed
are personal)
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Cashless treatment for road accident victims

SUPERSTAR CULTURE HURTS TEAM INDIA
Madam No kudos is enough for
Harbhajan Singh for boldly opposing the
‘superstar culture’ revolving <1nrumf the
"holy cows' of Indian cricket. Irfan Pathan
has also done the same and also ques

thoned the place of Vieat Kohli in the team.
Not anly has Kohli aggregated mercly 190
runs in his nine innings in the just-con

cluded Indo- Australia Test series, but he
has wveraged less than 30 over the last five
years! Yet Kohli gets not only allowed to
dominate in the team; a deluge of silly
excuses gets bizarrely served on the lines
of "Form Temporary Class Permanent, A
century just an innings away," and “Stop
criticising; runs will come!’

And to render a damn lie to ‘ultimate
truth through constant repetition, some
former stars have started shouting, "Kohli
has still 4-5 years of glorious ¢
him!” But if one is not any ‘superstar) we
get Wriddhiman Sahal So even after sav

ing India from an imminent defeat in the
Kanpur Test against New Zeakand, that too
by mcmrmmf the unbearable pain of a
stiff neck, reigning as the
r) was clearly con
veyed publicly, even when the Test was still
an, that he is not in the team's
i in this biased, prejudiced setup,
natural that this gallant show
is sure to go on unless the
‘superstar” culture is mwﬁrm see its imme

diate end!
Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
JUSTIN TRUDEAU QUITS

Madam— The editorial "Trudeau steps
dowrt’  Jan 8) highlights the domestic
political reasons, economic failure and dis
content in his own Liberal party for his
resignation. In fact, Justin Trudeau script
ed his own exit, His diplomatic blunders
are also potential reasons for his resigna
tion. He unnecessarily antagonised India
for gaining Sikh support in elections with
i that the Khalistani movement
is o secessionist and a hostile agitation that
has the least support in India. He admit

tedly had no proof of the invelvement of

heme of

Privantion of Unintantianal Injury.” thare

ure 430,504 deaths from - urstntional
Irjuries and 170,924 deaths dus o mlantional
Injurios in Indka. Daspite affarts to imprave road
safirty, India connues o grapgi with a lgh num-
bor of fataltios dua to road traffic injures. B is
unforunate. Tha govarnmant af India, in ine with
Its commimant to roduce fatalitins, kaunched a
pilat programma in Chandigarh in March 2024
to providn cashless trastmant 1o the victims of
road accklants causad by the s af matar vehi-

N
n & per the rpart tiled “National Strategy for

Indian agencies, yet he continued to blame
India for the Nijjar murder case and pro

mate and protect the extremist Pannu, His
open support for Khalis tremist ele

ments eroded his credibility worldwide,
as the Indian disspora, including Sikh
brclhr\. are peacefully living on all the
s, and only a few in Canada sup

| halistan.

Trudean gambled in vain. India observed
utmost diplomatic restraint against
Trudeau's anti-India statements on
Khalistani extremists. It is true that no
extremist o terrorist group dares to xm\%r
without government support, as it needs
media, judiciary, police, and diplomatic
support and funding for its secessionist,
hatred, divisive, and violent activities.
Canada provided all these facilities to the
Khalistani extre Mow the Trudeau
tenure is over, the Khalistani extremists
may not have a favourable time in
Canada, and all false allegations against
India in the Nizear murder case Wilrmcm
alogical end, and hardcore elements like
Pannu will not be supported by the state,
The Trudeau exit should be a lesson to

clos. Th aim af this schama vwas (o establish an
ucesystem far provideng tmaly madical car to
th wictims of raad accidunts, including during the
fpaldian haiir.
A5 par tha schama, the welims will be entited o
cashings troatmant u o a maximum af 1.5 lakh
FupDEs par accklont por persan for o madmism
of 7 s froem th datn of the aceient, 1t is applic-
abén o all road acciderds caused by the use of a
modor vahicla on any categoey of road, Claims
ritsad by hospitals for providing treabment to be
ramambarad from e Mator Vahicls Accdant
Fund. Tha pilat programma wis kter sxpanded
to six stabes. Tha schama is going ta b imple-
manted nationwide from March 2025, as
announcad by Nitin Gadiar, Cantral Menistar for
Road Transparl. B is mally & walcome mowve.
Gartaindy, Ives of mare accident victims will be
savar.

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

those foreign leaders who are inciting and
supperting anti-national organisations in

India.
Vinod Johri | Delhi
SALARY INCREMENTS DELAYED

Madam — Economic instability and the
tendency of custom reduce expens
e have co

pelled major I'T companies to
postpone MIEIII':[' increments. This step by
reputed firms like Infosys and LTI
Mindtree is an effort to maintain finan
clal balance, but its long-term impact
could be severe,
A blow o employees’ morale may lead to
a decline in their creativity and efficien
cy. Additionally, measires like layolts and
reduction in workdays could create inse
curity among the workforce, It is essen
tial for companies to take balanced deci
sbons that ensure financial stability while
consldering the human aspect, paving the
way for holistic growth,

R K Jain | Barwani

Send your feedback foc
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Before HC: soapstone mining & land-subsidence in Bageshwar

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JANUARY &

THEUTTARAKHAND High Court on Monday

Soapstone is a metamorphic rock made
of talc, a naturally ocourring mineral, and is
used in the construction of countertops,
sinks, hearths, and for sculptures, Talc s used
incosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and other in-

pulbed up the go fior dustries, 1 to thee Indian Bureau of
soapstone mining in Bagesh adistrict  Mines, Rajasthan and L the
which currently has more than i largest in India.

The Uttarakhand HC took siro moru cog-
nizance of a report published on Novernber
7, 2024 that stated that due
o “rampant unregulated
mining of soapstone in cer-

Environmental damage
Land subsidence is a
major cONCern  across
Uttarakhand. The issue

tain villages of tehsil Kanda ENV'RONMENT madu national news in

in Bageshwar... poor resi-
dents of those villages are living in constant
threat of natural calamity”,

Thee HC appoi visit

in many roads am:l huuscs m]oshlmath.
Authorities declared the area as a landslide
and nce-hit zone.

these sites and submit a report, After this re-

port was submitted on Monday, a Bench of

Chief Justice G Marender and Manoj Kumar
Tiwari observed that its findings were “not
merely alarming, but also shocking”,

According to the United States’ Mational
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
[MOAA), subsidence is the "sinking of the
ground because of underground material
maovemnent”. This can happen due toa host of

EXPLAINED

HOW THE POLARVORTEX CAUSED A
MASSIVEWINTER STORM INTHEUS

ALIND CHAUHAN
MEW DELHI, JANUARY B

THE UNITED STATES and Canada were hit
with a massive winter storm over the
weekendd, keading to mass school closures,
dangerous road conditions, and power
cuts, A least five people died in the storm,
wehich impacted some 60 millionin 3005
states, and has sent temperatures plum-
meting across much of the continent.
Causing this extreme weather is the
southward expansion of the polarvortex,

vortex?
it cause extreme cold?

The polarvortex is a large areaof low
pressure and cold air surrounding both

Aman points to eracks on the walls of
his home in Bageshwar, Bqgrres

reasons, anﬂlmpngenlca(admnmsc Tlmsu
snllmnsinnsnilmmpacumlmgartimlu
The repart tothe HC states that mining op-

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY B

APOLICE vehicle was blown upin Bijapur by
suspected Maoists, killing the driver and
eight District Reserve Guards (DRG] of the
Chhattisgarh Police on Monday, They were
retuming after an encounter in Abujhmad,
where five alleged Maoists were gunned
diwvn, and a DRG was killed

ADRG vehicle had been similarly blown
upon April 26, 3023, killing 10 people in the
Manist stronghold of Dantewada,

Between these two attacks, security
forces have pushed Maoists hard in their
strongholds — 217 alleged Maxal fighters
were killed Last year, Monday's attack in the
{r.lmshed Kutru is the Maoists’ first major re-

of Earth's poles The term “vortex” refers A person operating a snowplow in
to the counterclockwise flow of air that — Sourds, Prince Edward 1sland,
helps keep the colder air nearthe poles,  Canada on . Rewters

Maorth America, parts of Europe, and
Asia experience chilly winds when the
polar vortex over the North Pole weak-  Iscli ch.
ens, and moves from its usual position,  vortex?

"As this system weakens, some of the
cobd, Arctic air can break off and migrate
south, bringing pbenty of cold air with it,
Areas as far south as Florida may expe-
rience Arctic weather as a result,” ac-
cording to the National Dceanic and
Armospheric Administration [NOAA)
website.

That happens because when the polar
wortex is strong and stable, it keeps the
acircular path., The jet stream is a narmow
band of strong wind in the upper levels
of the armosphere which plays a key role
in keeping cold air north and warm air
south, "Without that stromg kow- pressure
system, the jet stream does not have
enough force tomaintain its ussal path, It

Scientists are still researching the pre-
cise impact of climate change on the po-
Lar vortex, and if rising termperatures ane
making the low-pressure system buckle
mure frequently,

Some researchers believe that since
the poles are getting warmer at a faster
rate than the rest of the Earth, the polar
vortex and jet stream are becoming
weaker. Warmer temperatures malke it
easier for the polar vortex and jet stream
o get dismpted.

"It makes sense that the polar vortex
tends not to be as strong due to global
h\.\armir\g because the p'lalmt isn't warm-
ing umfcn'mly It's wurmmg more al tlm
pole.

ind-a-half years,

their safety in Maoist-affected areas?

Inthe dense jungles of Central India, fac-
ing anenemy which engages in guerilla war-
fare, avoiding casualties remains achallenge
for security forces. That said, there are well-
laid-out standard operating procedures
(SOPs) to minimise losses. In most cases,
from the 2010 Chintalnar massacre to the
2023 Dantewada ambush, major or minor
errirs in folloning thess SOPs have led toset-
backs for the forces,

The general rules to be followed —
S0 are regularky revised, and specifics can
vary from place to place — include:

B Avoiding movernent in vehicles as
much as possible;

ictable, for

pulantn
and

becomes wavy and bling. When
high-pressure systems get in its way, a
collection of cold air pushes south, along
with the rest of the polar vortex system,”
the report added.

snmnurway " Steven Deckoer, the director
of the Meteorology Undergraduare

Program at Rutgers University, said last
February in a press statement,

L 8750187501

erationsin the kevver pants of the shopes hasled
tovthe Joss of their structural integrity, and in-

pated spapstone mining is evident in how
the region's traditional houses — Kumaoni
bukhiis — have fared in recent times.

Th n-

th i against r fiorces,” the
MEFCC report said, Due to land subsidence,

crac

ring the mines are loc lop wergenerations,  Authorities in the dock
o at bottom af th ircothy i ting  evenint B wi Th repart i the Uttarakhand
the staility of Upp llages tural  HCsaid that the admirnistrati it
are situated,” the repart says. leumducmqnlms Eutnatanymnm Land  inthe matter, “Thewsage of heavy earth-mov-
Thisi il in the re- and dowrwand masslmwmunr |ru;mupmnnr|n mmmgopemmmwﬂm!
gion is loamy and loose, and thus highly  has shifted .md defined polic ioLus nega-
) o lieatin ) potee

P
ularly during the monsoon.
The report points to a lack of green belts
and retaining walls around the mine bound-
aries, coupled with a dearth of saflety protoools
such as buffer zomes, slope mamltnnru;. and
allofwhic
accelerate emsion, The report also found min-
ing and related activities tobe responsible for
water scarcity, and water and air pollution,

Cultural concerns
The adverse consequences of unmiti-

T the repart found.
Accordi ffice

tive :nmn:ns " the mpnrt sad.
Therep

b-district mag-

ot by
of the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change submitted to the National
Green Tribunal in 2024, the Kandatefusilis also
oulty i
folk music, dance, and handicrafts.
“TheKalila Temple in Kanda Jocated in the
Bageshwar district of Utarakhand, is a signif-
icant religious site believed to have been es-
tahlished in the 10th century. It is known for
its historical and cultural importance, partic-
ularky in the contesd of local beliefs regarding

Security forces vs Maoists

9 security personnel were killed in an IED attack in Bijapur, Chhattisgarh, on Monday. Despite the success
of anti-Naxal ops, such incidents still take place. What makes security forces vulnerable in Maoist areas?

Security personnel at the site of the IED attack in Bijapur on Monday. The
explosion left a massive erater in the ground. /m

mean that casualties can ocour even if all
505 are followed, in most cases, the failure
to adhere to some general thumb rules has
led o forces walking into an ambush,

In the 2010 Chintalnar massacre, for in-
stance, a huge contingent of CRPF soldiers

In 2018, nine CRPF soldiers travelling in a
mine-| wvehicle were killed inan IED
blast in Sukma. Following the incident, the

-

transferred for negligence and insubordina-
tion — he had been instructed by seniors to

chose to return by the same roul k
for an operation in Dantewada, The Mamsu
had set up an ambush in the Tadmetla
forests, and when the CRPF corvoy arrived,
they were met with Improvised Explosive
Dcuu:c (IED) blasts, and ballistic attacks

instance, not ety an ion by
the same road, and maintaining secrecy
about movernent;

EMaking maost moverments cross-coun-
try either by foot or on biles;

B Sending trackers and Road Opening:
Parties{ROP)ahead of vehicular movement;

W Using civilian vehicles for vehicular
movement; and

W Being alertto any signs of Maoist move-
ment at all imes,

Apart from this, ha\m\gamhnlacal in-

telli art of e

Is, Seventy-six person-
mel lost their lives,

The 2013 Jhiram Ghati massacre, in
which a Congress party convoy on the
Japdalpur-Sukma highway came under at-
tack from Maoists, was no different, The at-
tack led to 27 deaths, and wiped out the en-
tire state leadership of the Congress,
including former Union Miniscer Vidya
Charan Shukla, former state minister
Mahendra Karma, and then Congress state
unltdlm{NandKumar[’aml Invnsngatluns

nical intelligence and Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles [UAV) surveillance is helpful.

What kinds of errors lead to sethacks for

mmlihﬂnmmmﬁ
Although securit ials

say that the challenges of the jungle terrain

1ef
tovcheck the route for Maoists or lEDs ahcad
of the comvoy's movement,

However, the March 2017 Bheji attack in
Sukma showed that ROPs themselves are
vulnerable to attacks, A CRPF ROP was tar-
geted while it was securing a road, and 13
personnel were killed.

not that day, as there was
credible intelligence about the presence of
Maoists in the area.

The commandant, however. is said to
have come under pressure from the then
Sukma Superintendent of Police, who in-
sisted on going to Palodi from Kistaram vil-
lage, and sought CRPF support. Since the DRG
had conducted a road opening exercise, the
commandant also felt confident. lewas later
found that the DRG had failed to conduct the
exercise on both sides of the road.

Even in the April 2023 artack in
Dantewada, small mistakes led bo tragic con-
sequences, The convoy not anly took the
SAIME rote o retLen from an operation, but
also failed to notice that the village en route
had suddenly emptied. Some children who
had put up barricades to collect donations
for a function were absent when they were
making the retum joumey. These are all tell-
talie signs of Maoist presence.

C
Thave saved lives on Monday?
Given how powwerful the blast on Monday

1]

istrate trying bo " supg:
voice of the villagers”, and interfered in their
interaction with the commissioners, [t also
alleged that revenue officials were in the
know about the encroachment of Van
Panchayat lands and the llegal felling of trees
fior mining, and that the district administra-
tion and the mining department was hand-
in-glove with mine owners.

The Bench has scheduled the next hear-
ing for Thursday.

was, it is unlikely that an MPY wwould have
saved lives,

MPVsare Wl ‘pressure
|EDs that use 5-7 kg of explosives, and explode
‘when a person or a vehicle goes over them
Maoists, however, target forces with ‘trigger’
1EDs, stuffed with at least 20-30 kg of explo-
sives, and triggered manually, The latest attack
reportedhy wsed 60-70 kg of explosives.

In the 2018 Sukma attack, a 50 kg [ED
completely wrecked a CRPF MPW, and killed
all its occupants. Such a large [ED can toss
even massive vehicles several feet into the
air— evenifthe MV remains intact after the
bilast, nocupants can still die of concussions
and neck fractures,

How do Maoists prepare for attacks?

A robust network of jon militia, mainky
comprising local villagers, provide Manists
logistical support out of fear or for idealog-
n:al reasons, The jmn militia are also a great

igence source on ofse-
curity forces,

Maoists are known to rig most roads in
their strongholds with IEDs, In many cases,
these are laid unde rground before the roads
are even metalled, and can be triggered
months later, [EDs can also be ouickly laid
under a road by digging foxholes, The wires
from these IEDs at times run up o hundreds

of metres inside the jungles,
Police sources said the nature of the lat-
est i ggests ad goad

lmowledge of the movement of the forces.
The Manists are suspected to have simply
waited in the jungles for the DRG comaoy o
arrive, and triggered an [ED planted several
muonths ago. The ROP sent ahead of the
movemnent clearly missed the wires.

What an
stro of the aoist)?

The hills and forests of Abujhmad sprawl
over an area of about 4,000 s km in the
Bastar region of southern Chhattisgarh,
mainly covering the districts of Marayanpaur,
Bijapur, and Dantewada,

The difficult terrain, the absence of road in-
frastructure and state administration, and the
presence of armed rebels have ensured that
Q0% of this area — biggerthan the state of Goa
— remai wed by the

These jungles, including parts of the
Indravati Mational Park in Bijapur district, are
used both as a safe haven and a transit corri-
dor by Maoists to travel between
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
and Odisha via Chhattisgarh's Sukima district.

Britain’s child ‘gruuming’ scandalinwhich Elon Musk has blamed PM Starmer

YASHEE
MEW DELHI, JANUARY 8

BRITAINS PRIME MINISTER Keir Starmer
this week responded to criticism that as
Director of Public Prosecutions from 2008-
13, he had failed to go after gangs that sex-
ually exploited children,

Starmer has faced days of abuse on X
[formerly Twitter) over the child groom-
ing scandal that surfaced in the mid-
2000s, in which men, many of British
Pakistani heritage, were alleged to have
systematically raped and trafficked girls
as young as 11

The charge against Starmer has been led
by the billionaire owner of X, Elon Musk, a
close aide of United States President-elect
Donald Trump, wh has used his platform's
megaphone to launch attacks on several
European leaders,

On Monday, Starmer said, "When [ was
chief prosecutor for five years, | tackled that
[ the grooming cases ) head-on,.and that's
why | reopened cases that had been

of girls were befriended, plied with alcohol
and drugs, and Wpedamnalrdmd.

closed, ,, 1brought the first major prosecu-
mnalan ?\slmgmununggalu;.

‘What s thi inthe
news now?
‘Grooming' of a child

Some of th written ac-
counts of their ordeal. An excerpt from one:
such book, Prey: My Fight to Survive the
Hml_'fax Grooming Gong, reads: “_The pick-

Grooming is when an adult
a n'.-lanunshlp of trust wuh a mlmr uﬁzcn
tmtlan el' initiating an exploitative sexual
relationship,

Di'lendcls typically befriend the child
thmughglhs,mnmalﬂ considerate be-

ps( by IMENE £

I'n.-mcnl that I barely spent any time in the:
house at all The guys would come by, put
mein a car and take me away for the night,
or longer, Sometimes [would
disappear for days at a time.
The boaze and all the drugs

hawiour, and then expl
tiomship bo coerce or frighten the child into
sexual contact.

The cases in the UK

Several instances of gangs exploiting
children were reported in British towns
such as Rotherham, Bristol, Cormwall, and
Onxford from the late 1990s to about 2012,

for hours™
The girl, Cassie Pike, was
only 11 at the time, with a
mither dying of i ade-
generative disease of the brain cells, and a
violent, substance addict father,
Over the years, British

EXPLAINED

afraid of being seen as racist,

However, no evidence of a systematic
cover-up has been found,

Arecent report by the BBC recalled, “An
inquiry into abuse in Rotherham found
1400 children had been sexually abused
overa 16-year period, pn.'dumlnanlly by

EBritish Pakistani men. An i

also repeatedly raised the matter,

Phillips told the BBCs Newsnight pro-
gram on Tuesday that “disinformation”™
spread by Musk — he has called Fhillips a

rape genocide apologist™ — was "endanger-
ing” her, but “I'm no stranger to people who
dm‘t knuwmtthc.-,' mnlhm;abuunry—

Telford found that up to 1,000 girds ha.d
been abused over 40 years — and that
some cases had not been in-
westigated because of "nerv-
ousness about race™,

GLOBAL

The current context
In October last wear,

Safeguarding Minister |ess Phillips rejected

arequest for a national inguiry into the sex-

criticism for not joining the dots and read-
|ng the pattern when various individual

The far right in Enmpn and the LIS has
used the cases to push several racist narra-

emment announced on Monday it will do
this year); making grooming an aggravat-
ing factor when sentencing a child abuse
comvict; and improve the information gath-
ering on children's exploitation.

The gowernment has said it is working
onthe kast two recommendations,

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS )
that Starmer headed between 2008 anc
2013 has admitted in the past that it could

tives while

Inquiry into cases

The report of a national inquiry held
over seven years was published in 2022, It
made 20 recommendations, which are yet
m be implemented,

British acade

ic Alexis Jay. who

dene more to help the vic-
[IITIE But Starmer's I'0|I! has been lauded
by manmy,
The ﬁmmnul Times quoted Mazir Afzal,
a former chief prosecutor for north-west
England, as saying, "Keir left in 2013, the
CPS having gone from being dire at doing
sex-abuse cases io having the highest con-

ual exploltatmn cmlnﬂldham,ﬂymg headed that inquiry, has said that the vic-  viction rate in owr history, That wouldn't
cedd  tharar yvshouldbeal-  tims of the cases "want action”, and not  have been possible without the suppaort,
lowed to proceed. another inguiry, resources and the protection 1 was given
i al The rec il imvc e by Keir, at a timi itwould have been
o them, for nottaking — media, and blew up after Musk used itto  up a national child protection au.thunty' easier to give up.”

In many of these cases, the offenders were

of Pakistani origin.
The gangs often [Il?l!d o girls in care
ilies, Thousanels

homes, or from broken

\m:tlms scnuu_dy and for allegedly going
show on investigations because they did not
‘want to ignite sectarian tensions and were:

target Phillips and Starmer. Since then,
politicians  from  the opposition
Conservative and Reform LK parties hawe

ananarindianayrrace cnm BEEE Bl

stricter rules around who can work with
vulnerable children; making not rting
child sex abuse an offence (which tf

In 2013, Starmier improved CPS guide-
lines on dealing with child victims of sex-
ual abuse.
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I pr cent. Guyana's oll
4 eKports rose 549 last year 1o
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fuelled by European refiners” demand for
ensy-1o-process swieet crudes to replace
same West Aslan grades, according to data
fram financial firm LSEG. srumens
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total cultivated area

In per cent. India needs to
8 accelerate the adoption of hybrid

technology In pulses and allseeds to
address production deficits, while
acknowledging the challenges faced by
farmens in Implementing these advanced
farm practices, Principal Secretary o Prime
Minlster P, K. Mishra sald. e

under Obamacare

million. A record 24 million
24 people have sigred up for

Insuiranos coverage through
the Affordable Care Act, farmer President
Barack Obama's landmark health
begislation, as the programme awalts an
uncertain future under a
Republican-cantralled White House, e

in 2024 manufacturing city

80,000:: 16,000::

thousand migrants n 2024 were edpelled Bihar government has formed the Bihar
by Russia, nearly twice as many as in 2023,  Integrated Manufacturing City Gaya Ltd to
a8 the country taughens mig polliches hizad the Integr manufacturing
after last year's Crocus City Hall terrar cluster project In Gaya, which |s Hkely to
attack, we attract 116,000 crare of Investmant. s
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Why is deciphering the Indus script important?

Why ha

arnil Nadu Chief Minister MK, Stalin announced a $t-million prize to anyone who deciphers the seripts of the Indus Valley Civilisation? Has any work in
recent times pointed to the possible cultural contact between the Indus Valley and south India?

T, Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
n January 5, Tamil Nadu Chief
Mindster MK, Stalin
announced a §million prize
for experts or organisations in
the event of thelr suceess in deciphering
the seripis of the Indus Valley Clvilisation
(IVE). He made thy oLmcement at the
nauguration of an international
conference to mark the centenary of the
IVE diseovery, which was disclosed
through an artiele published in
September 1924 by the then
Director-General of the Archacological
Survey of India (AS1) John Marshall, That
the Chief Minister of a southern State in
the country had made such an
announcement wias due to the possible
Drravidian conmection with the IVC,
Motwithstanching the political dimension
of the Drvidian concept, historians,
archaeologists and Hnguistic scholars
e been dibating over the Dravidian
ypothesis ever since the publication of
Marshall's article.

How do scholars define the Indus
Valley Civilisation (IVC)?

The IVE, alse called the Harappan

thon, spanned 2,000 sites across
1.5 million sq. km. in the territories of
modern-day India, Pakistan, and
Adghanistan during the Bronze Age
(A000-1500 BCE). It had 4 wider

cal area than the combined

areas of its contemporary civilisations
Eggyptian and Mesopotamian. Talking of
the IVC's importance, SEAN'S Veteran
archaeologist Ahmad Hasan Dani, in the
Decemiber 1973 ssue of UNESCO Courfer,
observed the Valley les across
gration routes from central
The IVC
introduced urban life im‘ the first time in
thie valley whien similar civilisations had
developed on the banks of the Nike and
the Tigris-Euphrates valleys,

Why is deciphering the Indus script
important?

Other seripts encountered in the
comtemporary Mesapotomian and
Eggyptian civilisations had been
deciphered mare satisfying manner,
But, the non-decipherment of the Indus
seript prevents scholars from providing a
eomplibe pictisre of Harappin eulture,
whikch is why scholars tend o call it a
“mystery scripe”

What is the Dravidian hypothesis?
The Indus script carries proto-Dravidian
references — this is the pesiton of
scholars including Sunith Kumar Chatteri,
Father Heras, Yri Valentinovich Knorozoy,
Walter Fairservis, Irvatham Mahadevan,
Kamil Zvelebil, Krishnamurt and Asko
Parpoda - which can be found in the latest
stucly on Indus signs and graffitl marks of
Tamil Madu,

The IVC “is non-Aryar pre-Aryan,”
argued Mahadevan in his article
published in The Hindu on May 3, 2000,
Attribiting "solid archaeological and
limgguistic evidence,” the scholar, who
passed awiry in 2008, emphasised that
“the Indus script is a writing system
encoding the language of the region (most
probably Deavidiany”. Ruling owt Arvan
authorship of the chvilisation, he hastened
tor sl that this did not automaric

Decoding language: Seals with the script of the indus Vslley Chlllsation. WikmEom comuons

Burled secrets: Different structures are expased in a trench at Rakhigarhd, & Harappan site in Haryana, in 2022, SV KUMAS PUSPARAR

lessriwesrels i thie Rigveda; the substratum
Influence of Dravidian on the Prakeit
dialects; and computer analysis of the
the linguage
had only suffixes (ke nm\-hjm}. and no
prefives Lul in Indo-Arya

MumL " Mahadevan wrate, As the
models of decipl bl
still lietle in common except certain basic
Features, “it 15 obvious that much mone
work rermadns to be done before a
wenerally acceptable solution emerges,”
secording to him,

What does the latest work have to
offer?

Commissioned by the Tamil Nadu
gevernment’s State Department of
Archaeology (TNSDA), the study, which is
morphological in natare, reveals that
ey 0% of the graffit marks found
during excavations at archacological sites
in the State have parallels to those found
i the Indus Valley Chvilisation. "...the
exact shapes and thelr vardants found
hoth independently and in composite
forms vividly indicate that they were not
accidental. 1t is beleved that the Indus
script or signs would have not
dhsappeared without any trace|s], rather
they would have transformed or evolved
imtoy different forms,” concludes K. Rajan,
formerly professor with Pondicherry
University and academic-research advisor
ter the TNSDA, and R, antham, joint
dhirector in the department, whe earried
out the study.

are icdentified as grathinl, The ones
engraved on seals and other metal objects
af the IVC are designated as scripe, Even
though both were written by the same
peaple, they were differentiated and
documented as script and gra
“However, the extensive com, arativee
stucly of graffitl marks and Indus seripis
evidently suggests that both are
undeciphered signs,” the two scholars
observe.

Which project has preceded the
work?

The findings of a two-year-long project of
the THEDA, called “Documentation and

i ton of Graffit and Tamili

ihimiy Inscribed Potsherds of
Tamil Nadu', have formed the basis of the
muonograph,

Adrmed at documenting, compiling and
nalysing the graffiti bearing potsherds
um.l Tamili inseribed potsherds unearthed
in archaeologleal excavations of the State,
the project, anchied disring 20 3
seeks to compare those graffitl marks with

the Indus script w explore whether any
cultural relationship existed between the
Wi,

Thi datasets from the project
suggested that 15,184 grathit-bearing
potsherds were reported from 140 sites in
the State and nearly 14,165 sherds wene
documented. Of them, nearly 2,107 signs
had been morphologically categorised
within a group of 42 base signs, 544
vardants and 1,521 composktes, Any

emoountered in Tamil Nodu had exact
parallels in the Indus seripts. Likewdse,
some signs had near parallels. These signs
probubly evolved from the base signs, Out
af 42 base signs and their variants, nearly
60% of them found their parallels in the
Indus seript,” the document explains,

How has the question of cultural
contact between the IVC and south
India been explored by the work?
The monograph talks of a " possibility of
cntltural exchanges.” Even though the
oceurrences of identical graffih marks in
south India suggest a kind of cultural
contact, one needs more material
evidence and tangible data to support or
strengthen the view,

The recent chronometric dates indicate
that when the Indus Valley experienced
the Copper Age, south India experienced
the Iran n this sense, the ron Age
af South [sic I India and the Copper Age of
Inicdus sre eontemporary” If thal 18 so,
there is a “possibility of culiural
exchanges either through direct or
intermediate zones,” the authors of the
monograph paint out,

The document goes on bo state that the
oceurrence of a large number of carnelian
and agate beads and high-tin bronee
abjects, particularly from Iron Age graves,
ive a clue about the con
carmelian, agate, copper and tin have to
comie from the narth or clsewhere,
Besides semiprecious stones and copper,
a few more cultural re required to

mmake it Draw . Yet, "there is Defining the terms "graffii” and additional strokes added o the prove the existence of contact
substantial Boguistic evidence Gavouring "seript,” the dug, in a monograph, were considered variants of the base signs | “convineingly,” the authors state, calling
the Dravidian theory: survival of explain that all the recognisable scratches | while a group of signs containing morne fiar future explorations, excavations,

Brahud, a Deavidian language in the Indus
rejgion; the presence of Drvddian

x »

engrived on the ceramics in south India

and, to some extent, on Indus cera

thamn ¢ s sign was regard
compuosiie sign, “Several signs

selentifiec investigations and historical
linguistic analysis.

e
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The IVC, also called the
Harappan Ciilisation, spanned
2,000 5ltes acress 1.5 milllen
5. km. In the territorles of
madem-day India, Pakistan,
and Afghanistan during the
Brarioe Age [3000-1500 BCE). It
had a wider geagraphical area
than the comiined areas of its
cantemporary chillsations —
Egyptian and Mesopatamdan,

-

Cammissianid by the Tami
Madu government's State
Department of Archaeclogy
(THSDA], & study, which s
marphalagical In nature,
reveals that nearly B0 of the
grafitl miscs fourd during
excavations ot archaeclogical
sites in Tamdl Nadu bave
parallels to thede feund in the
Indus Valley Civilsation,

-

The document goes an to state
that the eccurrence of a large
number of camelian and agate
beads and high-tin bronze
abjects, parthoulardy from iren
Age graves, ghve o clue about
the contact, as camelan,
agate, copper and tin have W
came from the narth or
elsewhere,
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China’s long game in Africa

n 2022, when China

established its first political

traimndmg school in Tanzania,

the Mwalimu Jullus Nyerere
Leadership School, its mothation
was unambiguous, With an

mediator, However, China is
Increasingly asserting itself in this
roibe, as seen in its involvement in
resalving the Saudi Arabla-ran
and Niger-Benln disputes,

As China seeks to establish an

financed by and modelled on the
CCI's Central Party School. These
efforts are um:mpnniedby

A step behind Kejriwal

| STATE OF PLAY

China tund.ed the construction of
Kemya's new forelgn ministry

longer a part of the Cabinet,
On November 25, for in-

stance, while addressing a

press conference  from the

estimated cost of $40 million, the Samic alternative workd order — often headguarters, as the two nikhal mggehshirdu.co in party headgquarters, Mr, Kejri-
school was i tool for the Chinese Bhattacharyi complementary to, and countries were celebrating 60 Delhi wl sald that the Delhi Cabi-
Communist Party (CCP) to shape Asmsodate Fellow at sometimes in contrast with, the wears of diplomatie relations. ast September, when e, headed by Ms, Atishi, had
the future politieal leaders of the Obasrver Western-led global system — e China s not enly construeting senbor Aaum Aadmi Par- passed g proposal for provid-

Alriea following the Chinese
principles of governance,
Therefore, it is no surprise that
the 120 official members of the
school's first cobort were from
countries with long-standing
historical ties to China, These

FResearch Foundation

recognises the Importance of
Afrbca's support in various
multilateral forums, Africa, with
55 countries, is a significant player
in internatbonal relations. And so,
Beljing is intensifying its efforts o
skl strong tes with Afriea as

new Institutions, but alse
refurbishing many existing ones,
For instance, China funded the
renovation of the Herbert Chitepa
School of Ideology in Zimbabwe,
Through such indtintives, it alms to
establish a governance model

ty (AAP) leader Atishl

assumed charge as Delhl Chief

Minister, but sat mext to an
empty chair used by her pre-
decessor Arvind Kejriwal, she
sent out a elear messige.
Many thought that the op-

dent. Before she appeared for
the cameras and sat on a white
chair beside a larger red chalr

ing pension 1o 80,000 maore
sendor citizens, Speaking afier
hdm, Ms, Atishi said that “sir'
had made this possible,

The AAIs biggest announ-
cement yet, ahesd of the As
semibly elections, wis made

countries continue to be ruled by part of its broader stravegy w shift [ similar to its own, based on thes would end with this sentd- | reserved for Mr, Kejriwal, re- | on December 12, Starting the
the liberation parties that came the global bakance in its favour, strong, centralised party systems mental gesture and the new | porters were told that they | programme at the party head:
imo power through their However, China's engagement that affer stability and contral, Chief Minister would soon get | would not be allowed inside, | quarters, Ms, Atishi said, "Let
predndependence struggles. The I Adrica's politics Is not a recent This highlights the effectiveness of down to business, However, | Only photographers were let | ws welcome our chief and be-
countries include South Africa, phenomenon. Beijing has huildinﬁmclpm:nl relationships, the first woman Chief Minister | in. No interviews were al- | loved leader Arvind Kejriwal"
Mazambique, Angola, Namibia, supported African indcmdmoe particularly in countries where of AAP has been carefully | lowed with the Chief Minister | She then shouted “Arvind Kej

Zimbabwe, and Tanzania, In fact, n military leadership stability and playing second fiddle to Mr, | later in the day or during the | riwall® The crowd replied,
these six countrles, along with and governance structures. It han centralisation are Ighly valued. Kejriwal. This can be seen | first week. This was unlike the | “Zindabad!® Mr. Kejriwal then
Baotswana, are also part of the also helped develop African even in her minor gestures = | AAPSs style of fi F ded o

Former Liberation Movements of ecomomies through nvestments in | Chinese diplomacy in Africa she walks with him but always Then, during the first du'_vnd' another  Cabinet  decision,

Southern Africa, an informal
coalition meant to help one
another address governance
challenges and stay In power.

Clearly, the move by China o
establish the political school is
meant to strengthen its
relationship and increase its
influence among the policymakers
of these countries. The politieal
school is another platform for the
leaders of these ruling liberation
parties to enhance their

Infrastructure and industrial
projects. This historical
relationship continues o be
strong, as China Intensifies its
focus on strengthening ties with
Africa's ruling parties,

“Stuly tours” hive remained a
key part of China's public
diplomacy with Africa. Every year,
humdrieds of African officlils visit
China for lectures ai universities,
visits to provincial governments,
and cultural exchanges designed

China's approach o Africa is built
on decades of patient diplomacy.
‘While the Nyerere Lendership
Sehool represents a significant
milestone, it is only one phece of
China'’s broader strategy to embed
!lm:lﬂ:l.n:we!:'ir within Africas
political fabric. China's bong-term
goal i to promote a Sino-centric
world arder in which it plays a
ceniral role in shaping global
EOVEFNANCE SIrUCtures,

However, China is also mindful

Just a small step behind, and
addresses him sometimes as
‘s’ or 'gun’,

Sources In the party say
they do not want her o over-
shadow the AAP supremo in
any way, Others say that the
Eact that she B a first-time MLA
and was chosen to be Chief Mi-
nister over founding members
of the party and three-time
MLAs may also hive someth-
g to do with i, "It is not com-

thee two-day session of the Del-
hi Assembly, Ms. Atishi and
Mr. Kejriwal went to inspect
roads in north Delhl. It was
Mr. Kejriwal who bed the visit,
with Ms, Atishi following him,
After the visit, the former
Chief Minister addressed the
medin, Later that day too,
while Mr. Kejriwal spoke for
about 18 minutes In the As
sembly, launching a scathing
attack against the Central go-

This was again a departure
from how the AAP govern-
ment functions - Cabinet de-
clslons have always been an-
nounced by the Chief Minister
from the Secretariat and not
the party headquarters,

Al this shows that while
Ms. Atishi will be at the helm,
she will always remain a step
behind Mr. Kejriwal, thus ce-
menting his position as the un-
disputed leader,

Eovernance capabilities through to familiarise them with Chinese of potential regime changes in pletely the party's plan. A lot | vernment and Prime Minister It is difficult even for AAP
shared educatbonal resources. This tradithons and governance Africa, It knows the importance of of what you see is her own de- | Narendra Modi, Ms. Atishi | leaders wo hide this dearly
I8 also an example of China's practices. nurturing opposition parties (o cision, She gemuinely does not | again remained mum. She la- | thought-out steategy. During
broader strategy to shape Africa's Only now has China’s game safeguard its interests in case want o overshadow Mr. Kejrl: | ter spoke for less than a mi- | the Brst day of the two-day

paolitieal landscape by promot
its governance mosdel based on the
centrality of the ruling party and

plan to influence African political
elites expanded through the
introduction of political schools,

political shifts occur. By
establishing political schools and
cultivating bonds with ruling and

wal," a source sald,
A day after taking oath as
Chief Minister, Ms, Atishi

mute to introduce  amend-
maents to a Bill, After the day’s
sexston ended, she walked be-

session of the Assembly on
September 26, BIP MLA and
the Leader of Oppasition, Vi-

its comirol over the state, Chinas 1 Druring the Sth Forum on opposition parties, China is made her first major public | hind Mr, Kejriwal and Mr. Siso- | jender Gupta, began  his

— 'Wf China-Africa Cooperation in 2021, ensuring that its influence is intact appearance ata party eventat | dia as they left the Assembly | speech pointing to Ms. Atishi
Game of influence game in Africa China scknowledged its ties (o regardless of political transitions, Juntar Mantar, Her Cabinet | together. She waited for them | and Mr. Kejriwal, He said,
There are several ways for a Is ot just about over 100 politieal parties across 51 China's long game in Africa s eolleague, Ge Ral, spoke | o get nto thelr cir and leave | “Chief Mindster ji, Chief Minis.
country to assert its influence, eeonamic Afrbcan countries. not just about e infh first, followed by Dilip Pandey, | before getting into her rela- | ter ji, both of them are here.
Ome way could be mediation or |nj|||l-m|¢ or China's growing influence in ar military strength, It is also Manish Sisodia, and Mr. Kejri- | tively  inexpensive  govern- | You can change his seat to any
Tostering dialogue among the mil Africa is evident not only in the about the subtle art of diplomacy wal, All of them then stood for | ment vehicle, place (Ms, Atishi got the seat
concerned parties to facilitae strength, 1t Is establishment of new educational and influence. Through its the national anthem and left Though Ms. Atishi conti- | reserved for the Chief Minis-
positive conversations. This also also § b(l he Institutions but also in the strategic investments in Africa's the stage. The Chief Minister | nues to address press confe- | ter, while Mr. Kejriwal was
helps in building a strong gobal isa about the deepening of its political politieal future, Ching |s ersuring dhicl ot speak & word., rences, it 18 Mz, Kejriwal who | moved to seat 41, but what
image for the mediator country. subile art of hips. Kenya, for 1 that it remains a key player in The next day, when Ms. At | has announced many impor- | difference does it make?" Ma:
Historically, the U5, has been the diplomacy and has expressed s interest i hiving | shaping Africa's governance ishi entered office, the party’s | tant declsions, including Cabi- | ny AAP leaders, including Ms.
most influential intermational Influence a leadership school that would be structures for years to come, plan became all the more evi- | net ones, even though he isno | Atishi, smiled at the comment,

The Centre’s share in States’ revenue has surged in the last decacde

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Tindn.

=+

The falli

efficiency of States in collecting more taxes has deepened thelr dependency on the Centre

DATA POINT I

Samreen Wani

ver the last decade, States

have been relyh

and maore on transfers anc
grants from the Centre,

In the kst decade (FYI6 10
FY25), 23307 of the wial revenue
of States was collected from the
Centre as transfers. However, in
the 20008 and the first half of
2000, the share was 20-24%. Also,
chose to 6570% of the non-tax re-
venue of States was collected from
the Centre as grants in the last de-
cade compared to the 2000s and
thie first half of the 20008 when the
share was lower at 55-65%,

States have also not  done
enough to efficiently collect taxes
o increase thelr own ax revenue,
In addition, revenue from nontax
revenue, other  than  Central
grants, has been dimindshing.

The combination of these fac-
vars has meant that the dependen-
cy of States on Central funds has ri-
sen in recent years,

Chart 1 shows the share of
Stutes’ own LIX revenue, nontix
revenue, and Central transfers in
thedr total revenue, For over a de-
ende now, Stites’ own x revenue
s share of thedr total revenue has
remuined considerably below the
S0 mark, while in the 2000s and
in the early 2000s, it had crossed
the 50% mark for many years or
remained close to it Own tax reve-
nue of States includes money
raised through stamp duty, regis-
tration fees, mator vehicle tax, and
other taxes, along with the State
component in Goods and Services
Tax (GST), or Stave GST (SGST).

Moreover, the share of non-tax
revenue in States” total revenue is
likely to go below the 24% mark in
FY25 for the first time in the past
25 years, Non4ax revenue of States
includes grants from the Centre,
earnings from soclal, fscal, eco.
nomic, and general services ren:
dered by the States, interest re-
ceipts, and dividends/profits from

KO

State public secior enterprises.

While the share of own tax reve-
mue and non-tax revenue of States
has reduced, the share of transfers
from the Centre has increased (23-
30% in the last decade compared
to 20-24% in the 15 years before
that). This s depleted in Chart 1.

Kausik K. Bhadra, PFM consul-
rant, UNICEF, says, “While expen:
diture responsibiliies have been
rapidly spiralling, the nearly stag:
mant own tax revenue mobilisation
Impedes the States' counter-cyell-
cal expansionary fiscal measures
in a sustalned manner o boost ag:
gregate demand in the economy.”

Mr. Bhadra adds that the share
of own tax revenue in States” total
reverue is kirgely driven by SCST.
While SGST accounted for 15% of
the States” total revenue in FYIR, it
currently makes up about Z¥%,
This is shown in Chart 2, Conse-
guently, the share of own tax reve:
nue, without the contribution
froam SGST, has declined from 34%
o 28%,

This means that not only is the
share of States’ own tax revenue
consistently below the 50% mark,
but also an increasing share of it is
derived from SGST. It is Important
to note that the SGST s earned
based on rates set by the GST
Council and these rates hive re-
mained a bone of contention, In
the past, Finance Ministers of ma-
ny Opposition-ruled States includ:
gt Tamnil Nadu, Kerala, and West
Bengal have spoken out against the
Council's decskons,

Chart 3 shows a detailed split of
States’ non-tax revenue, It depicts
the share of grants from the
Centre, earnings from services, in-
rerest recelpts, and dividends/pro-
fits from State public sector enter-
prises in the States’ non-tax
revenue, Interest receipts have not
exceeded 5% of nontax revenues
in the last decade compared to the
20008 andl first half of 2000 when
it formied 59% of non -t Fevenue.
Mareover, the share of divid

Earnings from services ren
dered, such as public health (sockal
service) and power (economic ser-
vice), did not cross the 30% mark
in the kst decade. It is only esti-
mated to cross the mark in FY25,
Compare this to the 20008 and
first halfl of 2000 when it crossed
the mark for many years,

While the share of interest re-
ceipts and earnings from services
has come down, the share of
grants from the Centre has In-
erensed (B570% in the last decade
compared to 55-60% in the 15
years before that). This is shown in
Chart 3.

Charts 1, 2 and 3 when read to-
gether show that the Centre s
%' muaijor role n the revene
e bry the States. However, It is
also true that many States are not
efficiently collecting taxes using
avenues at thelr dispasal,

Table 4 shows the ratio of se
leet States’ own tax revenue to its
GSDP, The trend shows a marked
decling in this rato in slx States in
particular,

For Tamil Naclu, the own tax re-
venue to GSDP ratio has gradually
declined from 7.72% in FY1315 to
617% in FY 22:24. This has also
been the ease In Karnataka, Kera-
Ia, Bihar, Delhi, and Madhya Pra-

and profits garnered from State
public sector enterprises has re-
mained under %,

Diminishing States’ own revenues

The data for the charts were taken fram the RBI's State Finances
Report. It slse includes The Hindu's calculations

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 9, 1975

Destruction of East India
Co. records; probe urged

Maglras, Jan. 5: The Tamil Nadu Commissioner
of Archives and Historical Research, Mr.
Badrinath, has suggested to the State
Geovernment to nrxﬁnt i high level committee
1o probe e the ruction of valuable East
India Company records,

Mr. Badrimath told newsmen today that
B6,208 East India Company records had been

Ehart 11 The share of States’ awn Eax revenue, non-tax revenae,  Forover a decade
and Conitral tranahars I thilr el revanae [1n %) e, States’ awn
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desh, too, While the ratio has risen L
in Maharashera, Manipur, Megha-
laya, Oclisha, and Ustarakhand, it Amatafrom Cortrs
has remained stagnant in other 0 4.6
States, -
"Varlous States have underta-
ken @ number of measures to im- a0 ey HNInGH from services
prove tax collection from stamp e
duty, registration fees, and motor
vehicle tax. This could likely be -
considered inudequate and spo-
radie efforts sinee these two taxes y Srdendsandproie  Interest otpa ,
lnck a high degree of technical effi- a
clency Im:l\i'“ to a number of e
studies,” Mr. Hlmuln says, P0G P 203435 | BE)
Fe aclils that “the own tax reve: S
nue mobilisation efforts at the .
State level seems to be Eulling short :.I::f‘mfn
of uph:rldlng the m.ilnlrlhutlw[ %ll‘;l;;&g;fln |
ol ] ' & -
" 5TI% B2 [Aaiw | 4TH%
tax polickes. :’j‘;,;mrlﬂu [700% [6M1% 620% | 670%
— Diadged stl mantes Madlhyn Praclesh Trm [701%  [601% 611
ST WY cudn

by the Tamil Nacdu Archives between
19469 and 1973 though it was not done by specific
authority of the State Governments. These
records did not relate to Kachathbva, but
certainly belonged to the erucal period between
1786 and 1828 and so they were of inmense
value for the historical study of South India, he
sidd, They were important because they referred
1o the agricultural price, law and order sitation,
tenure system and the relationship between the
East India Company and the Polygars, according
to him,

Mr. Badrinath, who took charge as
Commissioner of Archives in 1974, said as soon
s the Tamil Nadu Government came to know of
the destructbon in the beginning of lase year, it
had immediately ordered that none of the old
records should be destroyed in future uniil a
clear policy had been formulated,

Explaining what he described as "senseless
destruction” of public records all over India
daily, Mr. Badrinath said this was not surprising
In the country licking a sound criterion to judge
the valee of a historical document, He sald
several valuable records relating o Indore Staze
had been and were in the process of bel
destroyed in Madhya Pradesh, So it would be
‘wrong to isolave what had happened ot the
Tamil Madu Archives. The destruction was the
work of bureaucrats, who were ignorant of the
value of history, he malntained,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD JANUARY 9, 1925
News and notes,

A Press Communique says: The Government of
Inlin have arranged that from the 1st December,
15924, the opium required for consumption in
Sarawa will be sold direct to the Government of
Sarawak, subject to certain subsidiary
conditions. The agreement will remain in force
for a perbod of five years and a fixed price will be
paid, The number of chests of opium offered for
sale by public auction in in Calcusta is exclushe
of any such quantity sold direct,
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INVOLVES US ALL

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

FIGHT FOR CAPITAL

As campaign for Delhi Assembly warms up, its players must
know that this election is where local is national

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025

EDITORIAL PAGE

WORDLY WISE

AN ANIMALS EYES HAVE THE POWER TO
SPEAK A GREAT LANGUAGE.
— MaRTIN BUBER

Spending and growing

Government has focused on capex-led recovery.
It now needs to boost consumption

RAJANI SINHA

THE FIRST ADMANCE GDP growth estimate
W\askmnlyamcdasdmm:momcms
indomestic demand, fi-

NTHEFACE of it, the upc tion in Delhi i d

counting were announced by the Election Commission Tuesday — will be:

a fight between the AAF, BJP and Congress, But it will be much maore than

Just that. It may not be a full state, but the nation's capital is the site, most
of all, where the local i i People from across the c vilock toit, searching
for a home or a foothold, often carrying little more than a flickering aspiration to be part:
of a bigger possibility, a larger whole, To its own, and to those who come to it every day
and every year, Delhi is the promise of a better education and greater avenues for growth.
It is a shot at more rewarding job opportunities and the precious freedom that comes
froom social maohility, [t is this urban sprawd, with one of the highest per capita incomes,
busiest metro rail system and, most of all, the city of bustling ambitions and teeming
dreams that will vote for a new government on February 5. The camipaign that is Efting
off the ground, howeever, does not do justice to its setting.

nancial market volatility and global policy
uncertainty. The economy had decelerated
sharply to 5.4 per cent in the second quarter
which had comeas ajolt and dampened sen-
timents. The advance estimate does indeed
show a moderation, with GDP growth esti-
mated to slow down to6.4 percent in 2024-
25 from B.2 per cent in 2023-24. However,
the positive aspect is that growth is likely to
pick up in the second half of the year — the
implied growth for the second half of the
wear is 6.7 per cent compared to 6 per cent
inthe first half of the year.

Let us understand what has caused this
moderation in growth, This will enable us to

infer jectory,

Sofar, it seems that the AAP, India’s most successful political start-upin recent times,
whose spectacular trajectory was also possible only under the Delhi arclights which can
make small moments large, may be on a shakier footing than it has been in the last bwo

y elections, whichitswept vely, The BIF, which b,
Lok Sabha seats am:l held on tea n:lhust vmt share even though it did not translate intoa
The Congress, having ruled Delhi

India’s GDP growth after Covid has been
mainly led by povernment capital expendi-
ture. Frivate capex has been slow to pick up.
However, in the current fiscal year, there was
adisruption in the government's capex mo-
mentum due to smal state and central
clections. the cur-

lull_\yl:\ars appcarsl:uhaurall bt lost i But beit the AAF
BJP on the BIFs turf by brandishing an overt religiosity, or the BJP's pushmmrnrrthc

rent fiscal year, the Centre’s capex has Ballen
l:g,' 12 per cent, while aggregate state capex

AdPon the “sheesh mahal™, a self-goal by a party asa platform for the aam
aadmi, or the effort by both to outdo each other on DBETs, the battle threatens to be nar-
o and backward looking.

has fallen by G per
pared to the same period last year. Further,
major Central Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) have reported a 10.8 per cent dedline
incapital expenditure during the first half of
the year, This is getting reflected in the GDP
data, with investment [gross fixed capital for-
mation) growth estimated to have deceler-
ated sharply to 6.4 per cent in 2024-25, from
9 per cent the previous year. With some of
the election-related uncertainty out of the

‘What Dethi ear ANP s howy it plans to take fi

e i due toits tug ufwalwmmccm‘s
nominee, the LGt [© arcport card of the ing the

rnn'halla- linic schood, o the AP next steps ar
water hill Delhi nmds
o hizar an aJu:nBtM: plan for the city, and also how it will ensure the double benefits of a
“double- rar” after having workexd to sogp v id powers of the Delhi
sarkarinthelast 10 L all v thatwhat

they say carriesalarger resonance, that it strikes sparks, far beyond their poll arena's bound-
aries. [t's a capital’s election which the nation is watching.

PRECAUTION IS KEY

HMPV is a self-defeating virus. The message to all
sections of the people must be to keep vigil

HE CENTRE HAS done the right thing pup
the HMPY virus. newe [t was first detected
in the Metherlands more than 20 years ago and regularly surfaces during the
winter months. In several developed countries, HMPY is the second-most
frequently detected virus among infants. In India, regular laboratory tests to detect this
virusane nut conducted. However, studies by the ICMR and other medical research agen-
il that it is amaong Reports of increasing hospital-
have, however, sparked concern, es-
pedially because the world has just recovened from the Covid pandemic. The Union Health
Ministry has done well to allay fears. At the same time, it has advised basic precaution-
ary measures — wearing masks, avoiding chose contact with people exhibiting flu-like
symptoms and washing hands regularly. It's nowy on state and local authorities in differ-
ent parts of the country to take this information to all sections of people
he — children under five, senior cit-
izens and patients with chronic respiratory conditions — to be extra careful. This, too, is
the right step because first time HMPV infections are usually most serious among this
section of panu:nh Symptoms may tum severe when the infection progresses to the
ry tract and patients with a history of asthma,
(COPD and bronchitis — chronic diseases on the rise in the country. In most cases, how-
ever, an HMPY infection is self-limiting and can be cured by addressing the symptoms,
good nutrition and adcqualt hydration.

Inclia

isation L V ionsinChi 5

lower

hanism: respiratory frer the Covid
pandemic. In dlcmmcr of 2023, lo( instance, the Centre promptly alerted states in the

"hlna.Tu wat muost of the HMPY

sofar
at the hiealtheare facilities in cities. However, i & with the WHO's p
respiratory infections, the country needs to apply the precautionary principle to the hilt.
This requires stepping up monitoring at the district kevel, keeping a watch on vulnerable
sections and taking real time stock of data. Most gover ilithes are
vrillar for respiratony di . The task nowis to integrate the pri-
ua.(r sector which hasa more than 80 per cent share in healthcare services in the country.

FOUR LEGS GOOD

From Perry the donkey to Orangey the cat, here's to the celebrity
animals who delight fans and ask only for treats and scritches
IS!\NIMFFI'ED ALTER-EGO rescued a pnmi:ss. mnndmd mm‘li:dadlagun

and Istilitskin, but Perry
onasmall pasture in California The death, at age JD of the miniature don-
key whoserved as the inspiration for the fan- and critic-favourite charac-
ter Donkey, in the Shrek film franchise, is not merely the loss ol"a beloved four-legged

way, tedto
pick up in the second half of the year.
However, advance estimates show invest-
ment growth is likely to remain around the
sam level in the second half as in the first
half. This is worrisome.
The pasitive part of the
pick-up in private consumption to 7.3 pﬂ

cent in 2024-25 from a feeble 4 per cent in
the previous year, Around 55 per cent of
India’s GDP comes from private consump-
tion, hence pick-up in consumption is sup-
portive of overall growth, This year, we have
seena recovery in rural consumption, sup-
ported by healthy agri production.
Huowever, urban consumption is showing
some signs of moderation. High food infla-
thon {around 7.6 per cent) so far has been a
dampener, But with lmd:nﬂanun Illw:ly to

government to achieve the budgeted fiscal
deficit target even with slower growth, Given
the slow pace of its capex, it is likely that the
‘Centre will miss its capex target by around
Rs 1.5 trillion.

Looking ahead, we expect the econommy
to grow only marginally better at 6.7 percent
in 2025-26, However, even at these levels,
India’s growth remains relatively healthy in
the midst of global turmpil. Nevertheless, the
stepping down of growth from the 7-8 per

moderate,
upin the coming months,
On the external front, goods and services
exports are showing an improvement with
estimated growth of 6 per cent in 2024-25
compared to 2.6 per cent in the previous
year. Services exports continue to record
healthy growth, while merchandise exports
are also showing some signs of recovery.
However, we need toremain cautious on the
external front. While the US economy is
recording relatively healthy growth, con-
‘cems linger for the EU and China. Moreover,
with a new President in the US, there are a
lot of uncertainties on the trade-policy front
which W|I] have ll:pcrcuss:uns for gluhal

pick

The positive part of the data
is the sharp pick-up in
private consumption to 7.3
per cent in 2024-25 from a
feeble 4 per cent in the
previous year. Around 55
per cent of Indias GDP
comes from private
consumption, hence pick-up

centle 10 last two y
rants attention. With the Union budget
round the comer, it is ime to introspect on
what is required to move the economy back
toa higher growth trajectory.

Post Cowvid, the government has focussed
‘onacapex-led recovery. While the focus on
capex should continue in the upcoming
budget as well, there is a need to supple-
ment it with some consumption-boosting
measures. A sustained pick-up in domestic
consumption becomes specifical ly critical
at a time when private investment is slow

is uncertain, A wide-based and sustained
pl:kﬂ.lplnmmp(l‘)nwl“ also helpbring

in consumption is trade Thi
supportive of overall
growth. This year, we have
seen a recovery in rural
consumption, supported by st I d
healthy agri production. aﬂm:‘ﬂ’:&z‘: mm‘:g
Howe urban per cent, observing some moderation from
consumpition is showing 7.6 per cent recorded in last wear. The con-
some signs of moderation.

cial markets with continued strengthening

ofthe US dollar.

The sector-wise break-up of the data
W aided by

in private
sharpvulanllrym:an:scrmg in mrl:nan- In tMupomnlngbutE:tthcbauonpb
creation to en-

able a sustained rise in household incomes
.and spending. The finance minister should
lso lookat a cutin personal income taxes to
boost consumer sentiments and spending.
This will involve a boss in government rev-
‘enue. But the government should go slower
inits fiscal consolidation effort while focus-
ingon gruw\‘h boustmg measures. It has set

cemming aspect is the dmclclatlm:n |n|:|us-
High food inflation

trial growth — from 9.5 per cent
. to 6.2 per cent thi There h
(around 76 per cent) so far bt pyr e e m

inmining and man-

atargetof ac itlower than
45 percent of GOP by 2025-26, But evenifits
ithits 4.7 per centof GDP in 2025-

has been a dampener. Bue ufacturing e healthy 26 4.5 percent only by 2027-28,
with food inflation |ik|.'|)' to has continued mthﬁ:omlsmu:uunsi:cmr the general government debt to GDP is still
N R 4 ™ MNominal GDF likely to be onad trajectory.

I\'I[J.(lLr.'llK., con !fl[l\pt{l]ﬂ 18 at 9.7 per cent for this year, k r than the
estimated to pick up in the Union budget'sexpectation of 105 percent. Thie weriter is chief economist,
t‘ul\linxllmnlhs. However, it will not be a challenge for the CareEdge Ratings

TO MOURN A LOST CONNECT

The first step to resolving ecological crises is to understand what has gone missing

JyoT1 DALAL

THE PRESENT HUMAN conition is marked
by a loss of faith in the permanence of the
world. The continuing violence in several
places, climate change and ecological crises
are chipping away at the assuredness in the
sheer presence of the world, What is the na-
ture of pain we encounter in the fan: od this
itory world? The human is
characterised by a distinct sense of haphaz-
ardness towards rhis pmdicamr —we
seer f our ability
mJum:s Under the moral injunction to act,
wie take recourse to hasty, uncxamined ac-
tinns, which are sometimes morne band-aid
than salve.

The call to act in the face of crisis is high
enough to foreclose a patient understand-
ing of concerns that demand time. This
seems to remove empathy from ourunder-
standing of the state of affairs. Hannah
Arendt’s account of human action is pre-
sclcnr inthis n:spcu_ Human beings indeed
pacity toact
and bring something ncw to the world.
However, paradoxically, these actions can
become self-defeating, as they can set off a
chaim of events, which are not only beyond
their own control but can also resultin self-
inflicted catastrophes. The unintended ef-
fects of human action, as history has shown,
have resulted in unprecedented devasta-
tion, At the same time, Arendt underlines
the significance of common “human™ ex-
periences, especially with those whose per-
spectives may dlm:r trum ours. In recent
years, the Slavoj

Zizekhas the anti-theoret-
ical edge of urgent injunctions, finding
value in patient learning and understand-
gz of the problem at hand, instead of giving
intothe impaulse to act immediately.

The crises are exploited by the state-mar-
ket nexus. It feeds on our anxieties by pro-
pelling anurgency toact and save the world.
In:lmcally its othn s)dclss_',srrmancally in-

IN Goob FAITH

— e

tothis
dm}ur@wurld—hoﬂlcdwatﬂ.mrpurfm
air M ities.

charge of fix e with
implementable, operational  plans.
Unwittingly, this fake urgency to act, even
with the right intentions, only furthers the
artificial divide that is often made between
thinking, feeling and doing.
What does it then mean to inhabit the
manenceone is not sure of ?
‘What is the nature of pain we encounter as
we become cognisant of this decaying
world? In a brilliant three-page essay, 'On

lnt of tﬂ:hmlnglcal solutions to mologlca]
crises are not based on the cc

ahl]lty to L'xpcncnoc Joy or the capanry tu
decay. The fact

tweeen human beings and nature.
Education has always been seen as di-
rectly orindirectly responsible for whatever
3 ]lapp-cning in thl: wurld and. therefore, is
expec nesponse
to this crisis. Cunscqus:nl:ly awareness pro-
gramimes seem to have received traction in
recent times, especially with regard to eco-
Iogical, social and cultural concemns. But how
effective are these as “sensitisation” efforts?
Imbuing education with a proactive action
plan to avert or delay catastrophes has be-
come the focus of policy and practice.
Education does have a role in mitigating or

What does it then mean to
inhabit the world whose
permanence one is not sure
of? What is the nature of
pain we encounter as we
become cognisant of this

& I'Mhrﬂ]mm preventing crises. However, the ways in
three-page essay, 'On which unrealistic expectations are often
Transience’, placed onedy of concern to

us. Educationis not expected to frame awell-
thought-out response that ensues because
of staying with the problem, reflecting and
thinking about its contours and encounter-

with humans’
experience joy or the capacity
to love i in the face of

d(_uy imgthe “affect” that it generates. Instead, it is

|:||atthc loved object will go away, and is tran-
sitory, disturbs the worth of that object. For
Freud, mourning helps one reconcile with
the loss and recalibrate oneself with the
changing times.

It may be counter-intuitive to times of
hyperoptimism and crude arrogance in our
intellect and energies, but we first need to
develop cognisance of what we have lost
at the level of affect — to feel the loss and let
that feeling inform actions. Instead of hid-
ing our contradictions with happiness cur-
riculum and fremzied poster competitions
and marches on cleanliness, climate
change and carbon footprint, education
needs o sensitise us to moumning and then,
develop a tlwughtlul response that is

imes and in the

we inhabit.

The writer is professor, Institute of Home
Economics, University of Delhi

celebrity, Itis a reminder of the plmthat animals like P ey havei cinema,
which has sir ored and

Perry, for instance, didn't earn much mare than $75 for his work in what ended up
being a multimillion-dollar franchise, Of course, neither lucre nor fame matter toan an-
imal ase, this story pales to the many instances of
and abuse that led to animal protection laws being put in place. Messi, the scene-steal-
ing border collie who played Snoop in Anatomy of o Fall [ 2023), fared much better, even
earninga “Palm Dog” at Cannes. This fact both soothes and aggravates fans, who point to
dlcmlrs tJ|a: prevented Ium from being nominated for an Oscar (the Academy’s ques-
hi s’ first
er he palled

mes all the way back

edition in 1920 inTin
mwore votes than amy of his human colleagues ).
But thl: Iad& of an Oscar hardly detracts from the delighits of watching an animal ca-

b iy rwakfust

of the

sually playi
at Tiffary’s [ 1961 ) to Jenny the donkey i |n The Banslrewsnﬂnuhenn{l’ﬂzz} Inany case, no
animal ever did anything for an award — no matter what proponents of dog/cat/pomy

ieve. They doit for ritches under the chin, and a sunmy

how

place ¥
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JANUARY 9 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM'S
PRIMEMINISTER RAIIV Gandhi has todd sen-

ior officers that any i 1 thee func-
tioning of the inistrative machlnm e

Jlerabed. He wants hi]
Ex-RBI OFFICER SLAIN

]
dlcbasls of his g\nddlnl:s detailed notes ane

tioning ~ RAJINDER NATH MALHOTRA, a 62-year-okd

retired officer of the Reserve Bank of India,

was stabbed to death in his Munirka howse

by two persons. The victim's wifie has been

admitted to Safdarjung hospital in a serious

condition. Both the assailants, the police said,

hi lamlly and had tea

W|d| Malhotra before the

SUIDELINES of anA inammedinto
over half a dozen houses near Babhnan rail-

way :annn Thnugh nght huuls had clq;md

elicfor res-

are puhlic—Facing. like thc ﬁilwwys.hanksﬂr.

TRAIN TRAGEDY IN Up
ELEVEN PERSONS WERE kil oth

DELHT WATER PRICES

CITIZENS OF DELHI will have to pay
increased water charges, water tax and
scavenging tax from April 1. The hike,
approved by the Delhi Water Supply and
Sewage Disposal Committee, was
announced to the press by the committee
chairman, K C Baniwal. The municipal
commissioner, PP Shrivastava, had earlier
said there was no hike in water taxes but a
proposal N:gardll\g the increased chargcs
and re the commit
tee. Baniwal's press conference exposed
the ambiguous statement made by
thec

ers injured, when the engine and six wagons

WA INDANEYBRESE SAA
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The maverick and the lo

ist

With his tendency to be the former, and fondness for the latter,
Donald Trump’s return to White House is set to be a time of churn

PETER RONALD DESOUZA

OFTEN THINKERS, WHEN they want to ex-
plain how social agents act in the world, posit
apair of personality types as binaries. Arthur
Kopestler, the former communist intellectual
and philosopher of science, wrote a book ti-
tled The Yogi and the Commizsar, [n the lead
cssay.w]umbc\arsdu:salmmlrastmbmk
he discusses the
yogi and the commissar. Thc' mmmlssar
seeks to manipulate social reality with sci-
entific knowledge, changing it to make it
congruent with his own ideals. The yogi, in
contrast, tums the gaze inward, seeking in-
ternal transformation. The world, asa result,
fades into muya, On the spectrum between
the yogi and commissar, most people are
somewhere in between. In India, our genius
has enabled us to breach this binary, We have
ayogi commissar.

In another interesting binary, presented
by [saiah Berlin in his seminal essay The
Hedgehog and the Foo', the Oxford philoso-

hat the “fox

but the

ocial beh as a result,

hedgehog acts with a singular purpose, “a
single, universal, organising principle in
terms of which alone all that they are and say
has significance™ whereas the fow, in contrast,
pursues “many ends, often unrelated and
even contradictory, connected, if at all, only
in some de facto way, for some psychobogi-
«calor physiological cause, related to no moral
oraesthetic principle” The pul]:u:elw:behau—

stays on the path, finding the cost of exiting
too high. The special quality of the maverick
is that she is ready, and willing, to exit the
jpath at any time. For the maverick, the path
must be destroyed either because it has
served its purpose, or because it is an obsta-
cletoa better way of doing things, or because
it has accumulated inefficiencies.
Schumpmm called this crmtwc desrruc—
tion™ Inth

iour e
oomes whereas that of tiu: [ux is dispersed
and often results in unachieved goals. Again,
as in Koestler's argument, maost people are
somewhere in between.
Looking at the statements and choices of
the incoming administration of Donald
Trump in the US, rwo distinct personality
types emerge. Unlike the above examples,
these are, however, not binaries in opposi-
tion but allies. In partnership, they offer a dis-
tinctive relationship to social reality. Drawing
on the statements of the president-elect,
concerning his goals, the qualities heis Inok-
ing for among those in his inner circle, his

a positive thing. Musk has proved it with
Tesla, SpaceX and Neuralink. [n the world of
government, however, we are not so sure
about “creative destruction” since destabil-
ising the government can indeed be costly,
Things can fall apart.

A pilot experiment of creative destruc-
tion is taking place in Argentina where
President Javier Miled s working to overturn
the established policies and institutions of
the Peronist state. Early data on costs and
benefits are trickling in. He has been able to
rein in inflation from 26 per cent in
December 2023 to 2.7 per cent in October

e
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While the vulnerability of under-five chibdren to cold-related viral discases is well-

documented, it i
unaware of the

heartening that many parents across the country remain
- Many mochess, for example, lack knowledge of administering
oral rehydration solution (ORS) correctly.

— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

How to say sorry
and mean it

Manipur CM has apologised to victims of
violence in the state. But reconciliation is
possible only when it involves all sides

G AMARJIT SHARMA

ity of the con-
flict that has gripped d\cstan: One side of it
isconcer i

sult more often than not is brutal violence,
Another side imeodves a moral capacity toab-
sclrb these multiple nml:m‘s and create a

un:lcr Ome must take the second side |Fthcr|:'

iliation. Reconciliation is pos-

ON DECEMBER 31, the Manipur Chief
Minister expressed “regret” and “apolo-
gised” to all “victims" of the violence that has
seized life in the state since May 3, 2023,
Amidintractableviolence, he appealed wall
communities to “forgive and forget” past
mistakes and start a new life and make way
for a peaceful and prosperous Manipur. One
may ask how profiound his apology is. After
all, it is not merely a question of how deep

ible only all parties
realise that conflict does not lead amywhere
bt to the loss of more lives, The state lead-
ership must showe creativity to approach the
complexity of violence with the simplicity
of truth — thatviolence is not the path to po-
litical reform. Thc creative appn:lath de-

mandsan

mil-

itancy, crime, and justice in Manipur

wviolenoe, Itis not just about steps and strate-

gies, [t is about creating an atmosphere
S rd

an be disc

one's sense of puilt and if mis-
‘takoes are. [t is alen a question of how expan-
sive the moral imagination is to overoome
theviskence and wsher ina new political or-
der. Does the apology imvoke a philosophy

asenseof

Mbmgll mllmncy B ouuuldcmd either

and narmtlu tl\.cn:' is a tendency to com-

cts. But militancy and eth-

R Sastkumar of empatk ch
other, i andthat  micviclenc ik
endemic violence cannot bringanend o oftheconflictin thr]aerDlmnthsThc state

with uncertainty. Pubilic inthe that i APPIoAC v

US are currently worried about the incom-
ing health czar Robert F Kennedy Jr, who, as
an aniti-vaxxer, wants to do away with maost
vaccines. Destabilising the state will affect
the disadvantaged the most.

‘While the maverick's two faces, creation
and destruction, are causing public officals
mbcan:(mus itistheother porsuna]lry pe,

acore partof Trump
regime, that tome,isa cause of greaterwormy.
feedbackisan partaf

Areasonable apology was also antici-
pated from the Prime Minister of India for
not visiting the state and for avoiding exer-
cising the duties of the state effectively. Law
and order matters have been managed by
the Unified Command formed on May 31,
2023, and headed by a retired [PS officer.
Unified Command oversees operations by
the Army, the Central Reserve Police Foroe
(CRPF), Assam RlHL‘s and Border Security
v 2024,

every chief can:l:um\:' ‘s decision
Suchi must be honest. [t must

A maverick is a person
whose choices and behaviour
are unpredictable. This can
have both creative and
destructive consequences,
creativein that itis
unconstrained by the
established way of doing

and
his “day one" agenda, the two personality
types that stand out are the “maverick” and
the “loyalist”, Since we are days away from
Trump's assumption of the most powerful
job in the waorld, it is not too soon to spece-
late on the implications of these personality
types, for US politics and the whaole world.
The prognosis is intimidating.
Trump, by all accounts, is a maverick.
Ilm:n:'snngly he is also closely associated

2024, But his acti resultedinan
increase in poverty among Argentines from
42 per cent in 2023 to 53 per cent in 2024,
The juryis out on the consequences of such
radical thec
ernment. Compared to Milei, Trumpis a big-
ger tsunami. The warld awaits his arrival
with trepidation.

‘Which brings me to the other face of the
maverick's behaviour — the destructive con-
sequences. By dismantling the established

rmavmd&.EIun).hskAmavm— sysmmtha(hastah:ndrcadcsmwnlw: the

ickis whasec ‘maverick primary value of
are unpmdictable This can have both cre- — any state, l‘hE routinisation of state power.
tive o rm:nw- [ |s one of the mast effective

inthatitis unc ined by the i and

way of doing things, and destructive in that
it upends even the good things of the exist-
ing order. The maverick sees the establish-
ment as having accumulated 1ncH1|:|cnfu:s

to :onsolldam a mglmn of rights.
Routinisation gives citizens a sense of what
mlagmrrumlymcrfmmthrstam Power
becomesi get rules

and interests that are hostile
novations, This establishment produces path

and This has to be
The maverick does so and replaces stability

things, and destructive in
that it upends eve:
things of the e
The maverick sees the

establishment a
accumulated inefficiencies

and interests that are hostile
L0 promising innovations.
This establishment produces
path dependency. Social
behaviour, as a result, stays
on the path, finding the cost
of exiting too high. The

special guality of the
maverick is that she is ready,
and willing, to exit the path
atany time.

have scientific integrity, especially when de-
cisions made have far-reaching conse-
quences, Sometimes, such information can
0 against the opinion of the primary dedi-
mn—malo:r thn boss, ].Dyakydlsl:nunrs such
formation

feedback. It massagrs the message. This
means that sometimes decisions known to
be harmful are taken because being loyal is
more important than being truthful, This is
more true in the context of a president who
has a firm opinion on all things. Challenging
it is an ocoupational hazard.

In alasrdmglru;qgn Mmm:hnubgyxs
drivir

‘breaking out across the world and where the

the Chief I\-linimalM.mipulinfwmrdm
an all-party meeting that the Union
Government of Incia had invoked Article 355
inthe state. It allows the Centre to take charge

obence lacks the :nnmduatlun thatall com-
munities in the state, irrespective of ethnic
backgrounds, share the brunt of this.

The CM has tendered an apology to the
wvictims of the violence. But the process of
reconciliation cannot facus ondy on the vic-
tim. Victimhood suffers from problems of
relativity. It ethnicises and privileges one's
condition of pain and loss over others. It does
notenable thinking of injury, loss, and suffer-
ingdue tovickence as distributive, irmespec-
tive n[omnmunluci Only with this ethical

anreconcilia-

tion be initiated.
.Mong wm\ \"I:[Imi the philosophy nf

enforcement practically
without dismissing the state. Tment.
But in the aftermath of the horrific
killings aof women and children last
inthe iri Tict

recone
vinlenoe too, The emphasis should be onsur-
vivor justiceso that both vidims and perpe-
trators fieel motivated to stop the transfor-
mation of loss and suﬂrnngmm vlulcnt

lawenforcement appear bo
under the state government. The Mmlstry
of Home Affairs stated in December, in re-
sponse (o a Public Interest Litigation [FIL)
filed in the Manipur High Court, that the

of
of law and order, which fall under the state
Eovernment”. However, matters of Manipur
violence arestill m\d:ro:ntnlagrm:lrsllkc

feeble,
leading to a huge loss of innocent |ives, as in
Gaza, loyalty will push the world into a dan-
gemous comer. Even a powerful president will
not be able to manage the ensui ng chaos.

the Naticnal cy(NIALNIA

action, This will require the
commumity leaders and organisations.
However, the institutional apology and
offerof reconciliation seem to have come in
an atmosphere of coerdon. The two cannot
g0 together. In the aftermath of the Jiribam
killings, the state prvernmentemployed co-
ercive measures to deal with public anger.
Besides attempes o silence criticism, the
counter politics of ruling-party supporters

ages of armed groups involved in the vio-
lence and “war against India” under its ju-
nsdlctlcm The situation indicates an

tion of the masses about the failure nf;ead-
ership. Reconciliation cannot operate in an
atmosphere of coercion, repression of criti-

s demnocracies, man-
cnck regimes are making an appearance, in-
cluding in the largest. In 1975, when the
Emergency wasimposedin India, a maverick-
loyalist mglmr: had appeared. American
democran aking at that episode,

especially during its 50th anniversary,

The writer is an independent scholor and
co-editorwith Rukmini Bhaya Noirof
Keywords for India: A Conceptual Lexicon
for the 21 st century

y i e of nati
sovereignty and governmental manage-
ment of inter-commumity power relation-
ships. Perhaps, it alsoexplains the reason for
not just the OM's delayed apology but also
the lack of a reflective political imagination
fior a future Manipur,

Toreconcile the violenoe in Manipur, one

cism, and divisive politics The road ot must
be cleared, deepened, and made inclusive,
Itisalong process,

Thewriter teaches politicol shidies
at the Speciol Centre for the Study of
Morth East India, fawaharlal Netiru
University, New Defhi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Terms of inclusion

Modi government has reached out, made room for the Christian community

ANOOP ANTONY JOSEPH

DECEMEER 2024 WAS significant for Indian
Christians, specifically the Catholic commu-
mry George Jacob Kuuvakad.a priest from

Chrristians prioritise action over appease-
ment. This is why the BJP has the highest
number of Christian MLAS in India, unlike

ala, tothe
r.mkodCardmal inthe Holy Pope's consistory.
Howvever, some seemed not keen tocelebrate
this oocasion. Derek O'Brien, in an article in
this newspaper|"Questions after Christrmas’,
IE, January 3 ) advocating a “reformist” path
fior Indian Chrristians, was among them.

O'Brien, without a word of ratula-
tion for Cardinal Knovakad, criticised the
Indian Catholic clergy for celebrating
Christmas with PM Narendra Modi, Almost
every political leader, from Rahul Gandhi to
Mamata Banerjee, celebrates Christmas
alongside the clergy. Bur PM Modi's
Christmas celebration irks the likes of
O'Brien, who always held matters of the
Christian community as the Congress-
aligned coterie’s domain.

Modi has shaken the colonial mindset
held by Congress leaders and others like
O'Brien. Minority groups have grown closer
to the PM drawn by his aura and inclusive
povernance of sehka sonth.

These elite, self-proclaimed “saviours”
of Christians, kept the community captive
as avote bank for decades. Their heartburn
is obwious as the community drifts tovard
good governance, In Kerala, Suresh Gopi's
victory in a constituency with a sizeable
Christian population is just an example.
‘Whether in Kerala or the Northeast,

the Tri Congress, which has none.
O'Brien mentioned only this year's

Christmas celebration attended by PM Modi

but seems to have overlooked that the doors

wihywe call them fathers.

His piece mentions the Wagf. In
Munambam, Kerala, a protest was initiated
by the Latin Cathaolic Church and later joined
by otherChristian denominations against an
attempt by the Wanf Board to seize lands be-
m@r@mmﬂ‘lﬂcmﬂmnﬂnfmng

af his residence were Christmas
celebration last year, attended by bath clergy
and laity. A delegation, representing the
prime mmlstcr and the Indian Christian
C onsistory of new

Cardi theVatican, and 1 wa:
tobe part of it

The TMC leader chided the clergy, men-
tioning unnamed priests who s “re-

forming” the Indian church through “the
Laity setting the direction”. This itself shows
the disconnect the so-called *protectors of
the church” like O'Brien have with the
Christian community. The Christian church,
across India, is one of the most democrati-
cally-run structures.

I recall how elections were held in our
churchin Keral tmer hear
ministrative body, including my father, who
served for years. The priest neither interfered
imthe process nor was he the signing author-

families. the commu-
nity raised their voices against the local MP
from the Congress, whom they had voted for,
and the Left-ruled state government. The
Kerala government, alongside Congress,
passed a resolution opposing the Centre's
puq:osad Waql Bill.

e ML b

slmply because the BJP supported the cause,
O'Brien is restating the IND] alliance's stance
of backing Wagf|

cific vote bank, showing li rnforthe

funded”, and “Left-curated” protests. Leaders
like O°Brien were disappointed when the
Christian Laity realised the law was only to
grant citizenship to persecuted Christians,
along with Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs,
and Parsis from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh, who arrived in India before
Decemnber 2014,

Since then, they have cuntmually in-

arratives and misinf

campaigns to pit Christians against the BIF,
as PM Modi's appeal within the community
has soared. Whether it's housing, scholar-
ships, Mudra boans, jobs, infrastructure, ease
of living, welfare schemes, or resoue opera-
tions from war zones, Christians are happy
tobe treated equally llee any other commu-

INDiA-US TIES

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Atomic
power equations’ (IE, January &)
Although India and the US have dis-
agreed on nuclear matters in the past,
they have made significant progress in
cooperation. The US-India Civil Nuclear
Agreement, signed in 2008, was a big

UGC REFORMS

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Let's trust
ouruniversities'| [E, January 81 The UGC
Diraft Regulations 2025 herakd significant
changes in higher education. The re-
forms are aligned with the NEP 2020, ad-
dressing innovation, societal contribu-
tions and digital content creation, which

However, this redef-

P
by former President George W Bushand
former Prime Minister

arec

Singh, helped IJI:Ilab:DDrnca partofthe
hobal nuchear ¢ As Inifia ex-

AR replacing it with

pands its nuclear power capacity, work-
ing with the US will be crucial. US
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan's visit to

shipis and it's essential that bath coun-

assessments, These changes will foster
fhesdhility and inclusivity. India’s higher
education institutions are pilars of intel-
lectual and cultural progress, The UGC
must ensure that ldr.llms strengthen

o work to h-  theiracademic
nological concerns and shared interests. Sall(xPanJ.M?dm
‘Yurvra Singh, Hisor
TIME FOR RESET

READ, REFLECT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Death of a
journalist’ ([E, January 8). A freelance
journalist’s work is full of ordeals thar

nity. Once, while ing in Magal L1

plight of the Christian families imohed.

Where was O"Brien when, in Alappuzha,
Kerala, a Popular Front rally raised slogans
apainst the Christian community, asking to
keep Frankincense (used in Christian funer-
als) ready? Why doesn't he write about the
families of “love jihad” victims in Kerala?
Why has he forgotten T Joseph, whose hand
was chopped off?

who about

ity in the administrative matters, This det

ocratic spirit is maintained at higher levels
oo, where social and political policies of
churches, be it Oriental or Catholic, are collec-
tively decided by laity representatives. Priests
or Bishops serve as guiding lights, which is

the community beyond Christmas parties,
have consistently tried to miskead it with
false i 2 s pai

ing the CAMA a5 “anti-Christian” and attempe-
ing to lead the community into *foreign-

whena group of Christians con-
weyed their appreciation for PM Modi's ad-
ministrative life remaining free from any
stain of improbity.

A retired college professor from Kerala, a
prominent Chiristian, told me, “For Christians,
it's armatter of joy that former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a visionary leader
known for his integrity, was born on
Christmas Day. We should observe Good
Governance Day during Christmas celebra-
tion, as Jesus Christ, who took the whip
against the corrupt and liars, mﬂpllfr:s the
highest ideals of good governance.”

The writer is a BP leader

epaperindianexpressicom I

often iced. There is a dire need
for public support to ensure that their
wuork reaches mainstream audiences,
particularly when it highlights the
shortcomings and nuances of society at
the grassroots level, There are ways that
thiscan be achieved, such asa transpar-
ent system of funding through dona-
tions that can help sustain freelancers
wh strive to cover vital rural news that
is often overlooked. Working outside of
organisational lines and conducting
fieldwork should be encouraged and fi-
nanced, not dismissed,

Shaswat Jena, Chaziabad

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'After
Trudeaw' (IE, January 8). As Canada
witnesses growing discontent, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeaw’s decision o
step down makes sense. Having lost
the confidence of party members and
voters, he has decided not to run fora
fourth term. This news comes at a time:
when India-Canada relations are tur-
bulent. Undiplomatic statements were:
made over Hardeep Singh Nijjar's
death, antagonising India, an old ally,
It should be noted that the next Prime
Minister won't find it easy to turn the
tidhe. But all Delhi can do is hope that
Trudeau's exit will help the two
democracies press the reset button on
their once-harmonious relationship.
Khoban Das, Kalkata
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Female birds ‘can’t reproduce
without male sex hormones’

Male and female chickens lacking the androgen receptor showed differences in various aspects, These aspects were hormone-dependent.
Surprisingly, certain male traits, for example the length of tail feathers and of spurs, remained unaffected by the genetic modification

Madhurima Pattanayak

he androgen sex hormaones are

responsible for male sexual

development while oestrogen

and progesterone essay the
same roles in females. But new research
by a team at the Max Planck Institute of
Biologleal Intelligence and Technbcal
Unibversity, Munich, could foroe sclentists
o redraw these boundaries. The team has
reported that androgen receptors are as
important for sexual development and
fertility in females as in males,

Specifically, the researchers found that
both male and female chickens devoid of
amlm?un receptors turned out to be
imfertile, But the males sl developed
vesticles and the females ovaries, and
produced gonadal hormones, The
vesticles and ovaries were smaller than in
chickens that retained their androgen
receplors,

Additionally, female chickens that
lacked the receptors falled o develop and
lay eggs. And while a few sex-specific
peculiarities like tail feathers, spurs, and
differences in body sbee and welght
persisted in both sexes, thelr sexual
behaviours falled to develop, Thelr eye
rings remained unphgmented as well,

“Faor years, one of the key players in
avian sexual development has been
reported to be testosterone, a sterokd
hormone belonging to the class of
hormones called and I

b the study, fernale chick lacl

thought of as only a male hormone,”
Mekhla Rudra, a sclentist at the Max
TPlanck Institute of Blological Intelligence
and a coauthor of the study, said, “One of
the key inskghts this study provides is that
testosterone action via androgen
sdgnalling ks critbcal in both male and
female birds.”

“The study lustrates that androgen
receptors directly influenced diverse
tssues leading o sex-specific phenotypes,
In females, too, the effects of androgens
are to promaote the development of head
arnaments and normal ovarlan follicle.”
Peter O Shaughnessy, a sclentist at the
University of Glasgow who wasn't
irvolved in the study, sald.

Androgen hormones are known to
decrease body welght in chickens. Male
chickens In commercial settings are thus
castrated to prevent androgen secrethon
and thus increase thelr bodywelght,

In birds, androgen and oestrogen
receptors help regulate sexual
development by mediating the actions of
these hormones. Unlike mammals, avian
somatie cells icells other than sperm and
s:v-u also manifest sexual traits
i jent of h 1 il
“These characteristics are independent of
hormonal influence,” Rudra said.

The shrinkage that wasn't

The bursa of Fabricius, ak.a. the doacal
thymus, is a chestnut-shaped lymphobd
argan in birds that develops antibodies
and B lymphocytes. This organ is also
known to be involved in sexual growth
and maturation. When a chicken reaches
pubescence ound 1520 weeks after
Bibrth ~ the bursa of Fabricius shrinks in
shioe.

This bursal involution is an
androgen-sensitive characteristic that
shows sexual development has begun. In
the new study, chickens of both sexes
lacking androgen receptors had delayed
bursal involution. In some cases, the

drogen receptors failed to develop

d lay eggs. Rep

Image. 5
hrinkage didn't even begin, of androgens in both sexes appear to be Androgen signalling plavs a
According to the researchers, the prominent in the sexually dimorphic cructal role in the development,
shrinkage could be the result of cells reglons of the head and gonads", fertility, physiology and
elying in the bursa of Fabricius in ppear { both se» ell

response to the activity of the androgen
receptors, When the sclentists exposed
the embryos without the ability o
develop androgen receptors o
testosterane, bursal involution still didn’t
happen, But in embryos that could
develop the receptors, the shrinkage
happened as well,

Of crows and combs

The bodies of roosters and make chickens
have a cireadian rhythm, or internal body
clock, that sends strong signals for them
o crow at dawn. The newral circuit
assoclated with this crowing behaviour 1s
sensithe to the presence of androgen
horimones, especially testosterone,

In the study, male chickens without
androgen receptors didn't crow even
when they were exposed (o testosterone
a week after hatching, Their
receptor-positive counterparts crowed.
The researchers Rgured that the neural
elrcults responsible for crowing
behaviour couldn't fully develop in the
absence of the receptors, Sclentists
already know the syringeal motor
nucleus in the hindbrain and specific
midbrain reglons govern crowing
patterns in birds.

Likewise, comb development - an
Important sign of sexual maturation
among chickens - didn't oecur in male or
female chickens birds without androgen
receptors, even after they were exposed
o testosterone, Receptor-positive
chickens began to develop combs within
13200 days after exy o

In birds unlike in mammals

A 2021 study examined male chickens
whaose testhcles had been replaced with
ovaries through genetle modification.
These chickens developed thelr complete
sexual ornaments - which shouldn't have
been possible I sexual phenotyple
characters were entirely under the
influence of the testicular hormaones. The
stucly thus challenged the canon that

sexes, oestrogen signalling alone was
Insufficlent for complete sexual
mattration.

“The mechanism of testosterone action
in the brain s complex,” Rudra sald.

these sexual characteristics in birds are "Testosterone binds to androgen
regulated only by testicular b 1 in the brain,

I 2023 study, scientists eehuwuj thal tumeuunmu Is also converted to
when androgen is It and exerts its role by binding to

le or female) humans, the internal aml estrogen receptors, making the
al sex organs, sexual il ling of 1
characteristies, and behaviours, couldn’t effiects quite complicated.”
;Ichk:p properly. Mu:njlnu o her, the study shows
and by kenalling plays a eruclal role in

play thelr respective mlcee onee they bind
to thelr corresponding receptors, The
dearth or impairment of these receptors
eventually disrupts the function of the
hormone binding to them.

To understand the function of
androgen receptors In avian sexual
development, the researchers blocked
receptor functions - and thus androgen
shgnalling - by knocking off the genes
required to develop the receprors using
CRISPR/Casé.,

"The methods used in this study are
appropriate and the data are reliable,”
O'Shaughnessy sald,

Necessary but insufficient
Inn sum, make chickens devoid of

the stratum germinathum
where androgen-receptor genes are

the dwxlupmml fertility, physiology and
appearance of both sexes as well as
sexspecific crowing behaviour in males.

“The findings in the current study are
valid," O'Shaughnessy said,

Male and fernale chickens lacking the
androgen receptor showed clear
differences in varlous aspects compared
to their normal counterparts, These
aspects were hormone-dependent.
Surprisingly, certain male traits, e.g. the
length of tail feathers and of By
remained unaffected by the genetic
modification.

“These traits are thus controlled by
elther another hormone system or
something entirely different. Thus it
appears that the sexual development of

1 rece] lidn't display an birds involves a complex interactbon of
Previous stuclies have reported the overall female phenotype — and nor did bu:h h::mwm-nkpmdunlamj
thasal layer of the comb epldermis - called | female chickens licking in and; independent mechani
is a place receptors develop an all-male phenotype. Rudra sald.

A 2018 study In the journal of (Madheerima Pattanayak is a freclance
expressed, suggesting comb development | Physiology A reported that while setenior writer and journalist based in
depends on the presence of the receptors, | oestrogen receptors could contribute o Kolkata.

sexual development in birds of both Thuri k Leom)

As O'Shaughnessy put it, “The effects
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Please send In your answers to hd

sclence@thehindu.co.ln

209 years ago, Humphry Davy first tested a peculiar lamp...

Vasudevan Mukunth aften alerted miners to their
QUESTION 3 presence, it alsa led to more mining
L Name the lamp X (from 2] accldents because miners exploced
QUESTION 1 Invented. Humphiry Davy and X new seams of coal that they wouldn't
The Davy lamp was a type of developed a bitter rvalry aver this have without the lamp,
that Humphry Davy Invention, with Davy refusing to Answers to January 7 quiz

designed for use in coal mines. The
design prevented the coal dust that

hung in the air from catching fire sclence, Sperm whales
fram the lamp's flame. Given this 2. Terrn denating reproductive
purpose, fill in the blanks. QUESTION 4 capacity of a species - Ans:

(N

QUESTION 2

Before Humphry Davy, an English
engineer named X had devised a
Lamp that also didn't ignare the air
I coal mines, by feeding axygen to
the flame through small holes but
thraugh which the flame couldn't
jpass. Name X Davy's lamp
achieves the same function using a
mish,

K

acoept X's work and X developing a
distrust of experts of thearetical

Aside from allowing miners to waork
without fear of combusting coal
dust, the Davy lamp also alerted
them to the presence of polsonous
gases, which most often caused the
lamp's flame to burmn in what way?
LN

QUESTION 5
The build-up of combustible gases

In a coal mime ks called a

From the German word for 'vapour.!
Fill in the blanks, While Davy's lamp

Fecundity

squid

1. Species named for the oily
substance in their heads - Ans:

3, Organ that the colossal squid

possesses in a larger size - Ans: Eyes
4, Squid species growing to be larger
than colossal squids -

5, Phenomenon whereby deep-sea
species grow to great sizes - Ans:
Abyssal gigantism

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan |
Sheney Muraly | Chandan Kumar
Singha | Vijayram Ganasala | Joe VR,

Ans: Glant

Visual: Narme this town, where Davy tested his lamp for the first time in a colliery. The
town also gave its name to a mediocre BEC sitcom of the 20108, ANDEEW TRYON [CC B84 20}

Fluaride, which also occurs naturally in varying
lewals, helps restore minerals lost to acid
breakdown in teath. s

Review asserts
link between
fluoride levels
and 1Q loss

Agence France Presse

A divishe new study out on January 6 in a
US medical journal could relgnite debate
over fluoride's safety in water, linking
higher exposure levels to lower 1) in
children.

Published in the Journal of the
Ameriean Medical Association (JAMA)
Pediatrics it has alr.\:rhml pushback from
some sclentists who eriticise the study's
methods, defend the mineral's proven
dental benefits, and warn the findings
may not directly apply to typheal water
fluoridation levels.

Its release comes as US President-elect
Donald Trump prepares o take office, His
health secretary nominee, Robert F.

Kennedy Jr., is a vocal critic of fluoridated
water, which currently serves nearly
tworthirds of the US population.

Researchers from the National Institute
of Environmental Health Schences
reviewed 74 studies on fluoride exposure
and ehildren's 10 condueted in 10
countries, inchuding India.

The same scientists helped formulate
an official government recommendation
in August that there s "moderate
confidence” that higher levels of fluoride
are linked to lower 10 scores,

Mow, the team led by Kyla Taylor said
the analysis found a "statistieally
significant assoclation” between Muoride
exposure and reduced 10) scores.

The review estimated that for every |
mg/L increase in urinary fluoride,
children's 10 drops by 1L63 podnts,

Fluoride's meurotoxicity at high doses
is well known, but the controversy lies in
the study's suggestion that exposure
Below L5 mg/L — eurrently the World
Health Organisation’s safety lmit - may
also affect children's 10,

However, the paper doesn't clarify how
much lower than L5 mg/L could be
dangerous,

Steven Levy, a member of the national
fuoride committee for the American

Dental Assoclation, raised significant
concerns about the study's methodology,

He polnted out that 52 of the 74 studies
reviewed were rated “low quality™ by the
authors themselves but were still included
in the analysis.

“Almost all of the studies have been
done in other settings where there are
ather contaminants, other things we call
confounding factors,” he told AFP, citing
eoal pollution in China as an example,

Levy also questioned the study's use of
single-point urine samples instead of
24hour collections, which provide
greater accuracy, as well as the challenges
in rellably assessing young children's 10,

With so many uncertainties, Levy
argued in an editorial accompanying the
study that current policles "should not be
affected by the study findings."

That said, the journal also published an
editorial commending the study for its
methodological rigour.

The benefits of water fluoridation are
well documented, Introduced in the US in
1945, it quickly reduced cavithes in
children and twoth loss in adults, earning
recognition from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention as one of the
greatest public health achievements of the
20th century.

Fluoride, which also occurs naturally
i varying bevels, helps restore minerals
Jost to acid breakdown in teeth and
reduces acld production by cavity-causing
bacteria,

However, with fluoride toothpastes
widely available since the 1960s, some
research suggests diminishing returns,

For feedback and suggestions
for *Sclence’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Growth chil

necessitate urgent fiscal actions

he Mational Statistics Office (NSO) has

confirmed emerging fears about the eco-

nomy’s evidently sluggish trajectory
through this year in its first Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (GDP) estimates for 2024-25, While the elec-
tiondocused  first quarter hit public capital
spending, the second quarter (Q2) was marred by
weak demand and still underwhelming public ca-
pex, dragging GDP growth to a seven-quarter low
of 5.4%. The Centre and the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI), which were projecting that India would
log a fourth year of TH-plus growth, had pared
their hopes to 'about 6.5% and 6.6%, respective-
Iy. This was predicated on a bump-up of shout 7%
in the second half of the year to offset the first
half"s 6% rise. The NSO, slightly less sanguine, ex-

pects GDP to grow at a fouryear low pace of

6.4%, from 8.2% in 202324, with just agriculture
seen rising significantly faster than last year, Ma-
nufscturing and mining growth may virtually
halve, and though services sectors seem relative:
Iy better off, there is some concern of momen-
tum koss, Purchasing Managers' Indices averaged
lower than Q2 through 03, for bath manufactur-
ing and services. The NSO expects private con-
sumption to rebound 7.3% this year from just 4%
last year, But Q3 trends do not indicate a signfi-
cant lift-off in urban demand. So, this could be a
tad optimistic despite inflation easing slightly
since October,

The Finance Ministry has sought to link the de
mand slowdown to a “combination of menetary
policy stance and macroprudential measures by
the central bank”™. Slow wage growth has also
been blamed for cramped household demand,
The NSO's projection of gross fixed capital forma-
tion growth slipping to 6.4% this year from 9% in
202324 indicates that private capex — that is con-
tingent on domestic and global demand - re-
maing weak while public capex goals are unlikely
1o be met. Of course, these early NSO projections
are largely conjured up for informing the Union
Budget formulation, and some upgrades may
happen later, but most economises see significant
downside risks for now. Nomura economists,
instance, who have been arguing that India is in
the grip of a cyclical skowdown for a while, reck-
on growth will end up around 6%, implying a flat-
lined second half, With the global outlook also
shrowded in uncertainty, winter seems to be here
for India’s mumlny How far behind spring lags
will depend on policymakers” actions, and inac-
tioms. The Union Budget 202526 needs to move
from incremental tinkering to tailoring reforms
and fiscal actions that can bring India’s growth
back o the 7% mark, if not 8%, at the earliest, 1If
that enl some hard calls such as slashing in-
come, fuel and consumption taxes, along with
import tariffs, so be it, Just pining for interest rte
cuts will not sutfice anymaore,

Cripple and scuttle

Governments are discouraging the
exercise of the right o information

N early two decades after the passage of the

Right to Information Act, it is quite appa-
rent that governments, at least sections of
i, with the idea of transy
ey and empowerment associated with it. Amend-
ments to dilute its efficacy and attempts to defeat
it by delaying or denying information have been
quite common for years, Another way to scuttle
the law is t cripple the functioning of informa-
tion commissions at the central and Stte levels,
The issue has surfaced again, with the Supreme
Court of India questioning the large number of
vacangies in the central and some State Informa-
tion Commissions, These commissions hear ap:
peals from members of the public who have been
denied access to information or have failed w el
icit a resporese from designated information offic-
ers in various departments and institutions, A Di-
vision Bench has taken note of the fact that there
are eight vacancies in the posts of Information
Commissioners in the Central Information Com-
mission (CIC), while 23,000 appeals are pending
before it. In fact, some State-level Information
Commissions are almost defunct for want of
members to hear the public. Any court is bound
ask, as the Court has now done, how an instin-
tion can be of any use if it does not have persons
to perform the required duties under the law.
The Court has so to imipart some urgency
to the matter by directing the Dr_'pdnml.m of Per-
mm’ml and Tmnln}, mspr_'ll out in two weeks the
the sel WSS
zndn(l]fylnﬁ the dppnmtmermnlﬂm eight Infor-
mation Commissioners in the CIC, It has also
asked for details about the search committee and
the list of applicants for the posts, ilarly,
States that have initisted the appointment pro-
cess but without any definite timeline have been
asked to complete the process within a specified
time, However, this may not be enough to bring
about a revival in the fulfilment of the original
purpose of the Act, Besides filling up vacancies,
not all governments have complied with a Court
verdict of 2009 that called for proactive efforts w
hIJ ggewcum.ms in time by advertising them ear-
"s post was stripped of its autonomy
-smm.- years ago when the government removed
the fixed five-year tenure and made it open-end-
ed. Not much has been done o appoint candi-
dates from various walks of life, as retired civil
servants continue to be chosen, a point noted by
the Bench in the latest hearing. It is inevitable
that a large number of vacancies will result in a
huge backlog and uliimately discourage the peo-
ple from seeking information, It is difficult not w
conchede that this is what these in power wanz,

M
K

River interlinking, the fount of environmental disaster

n December 25, 2024, Prime Minister

Marendra Modi laid the foundation

stome for the Ken-Betwa River Link

Project, which aims to solve the water
scarcity in the Bundelkhand region that covers
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. The
project also includes the construetion of a dam
located within the Panna Tiger Reserve, raising
concerns aboat its submergence. Upon
completion, this praject will link the supposed
water surplus Ken river with the Betwa in
drought-stricken Bundelkhand - an area that had
58% forest cover in 1938,

A misplaced model

This project, which costs around $45,000 crore,
was launched despite the objections raised by
experts, including members of an empowered
committes appointed by the Supreme Court of
Indlin, and by circumventing the law that has
strict terms for allowing hydroelectric power
projects. Models of grandiose technological fixes
s the solution to all water-related problems have
gathered momentum, Politicians are now touting
the concept of river interlinking for inter-basin
‘water transfers as a geoengineering solution to
continued water depletion in India.

The concept of inter-basin transfer was
proposed 130 years ago by Sir Arthur Cotton, who
designed irrigation dams in the Godavari and
Krishna river valleys, M. Visvesvaraya, an early
icom among Indian engineers, further refined this
idea, K.L. Rao and Captain Dinshaw J. Dastur
subsequently expanded the scope of this concept
in 1970 and 1980, Initdally termed the ‘National
Water Grid', this concept re-emerged as the
‘River-Inte ing Project’ (ILR) from the
Ministry of Water Resources to transfer surplus
waters from the Ganga and the Brahmaputra to
water-deficient regions in central and southern
India,

Following this, the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA) was established in
1982 to comduct surveys and investigations, and
to prepare feasibility reports for links under
National Perspective Plan. The NWDA identified
20 links for feasibility studies, divided into 14
Himalayan and 16 Peninsular rive ks. These
links are anticipated to alleviate the impacts of
Hoods and drowghts, boost income in rural areas,
and address water distress in agriculture,

The currently estimated cost of T5.5 lakh crore
does not include the social, environmental and
operational costs, Ulimately, all this will end up

L. Bajendran
Adjunct Prafessor at
the Naticnal Institute
af Advanced Studies,
Bengaluru, and an
suther ol the boak,
“The Rumbling Earth
The Stary of Indian
Eartheuikes”

The politcal
class must note
he lofty
aof
interlinking
rivers overlooks
the huge
environmental
and the
niual deaths
of rivers and
deliale regions

s twxes on the commeon man, This lofty idea of
interlinking the rivers, w connect surplus rivers
of the country with the deficient rivers is
fundamentally fawed as it overlooks the huge
environmental costs and the eventual deaths of
the rivers and deltaic regions,

The uncontrolled human-induced

Djl;l“]llulll in natural hydrographic systems
will destroy associated ecological niches with
incaleulsble repercussions for the long term
well-being of society - an unpardonable
disservice to future generations, We may also
have to factor in the consequences of climate
change impacting rainfall and river flow, which
will aggravate the situation., It is unclear how the
nation's declared commitment to mitigating
human-induced climate change and river
manipulation go hand in hand,

The eco-services of rivers
Policymakers ignore the point that there is no
“free” surphus water in any river and simple
y arithmetic such as
tapping the ‘water lost to sea” do not consider the
eco-hydrological dimensions of the issue. The

The global ples of river
hawve also proved to be major disasters, The
channelisation of the Kissimmee river in the State
of Florida, authorised by the U.S. Congress in
1954 to mitigate flooding, is an envdronmental
dhisaster, resulting in the boss of wetlands, Massive
resources are being spent to revive its original
configuration, The current state of the Aral Sea -
one of the world's largest lakes - is another
example of how gecengineering projects destroy
ratural systems, The lake has now become a
howling desert after the rivers that sustained it
were diverted by frrigation projects implemented
during the heady days of the Soviet Union,

The real reasons for India's water crisis
Inclin's water crisis is spiralling out of contral,
primarily due o inadequate water management,
poor envirenmental practices, law ambiguity,
and corruption. A national water policy should
embrace a holistic approach to watershed
management, involving local citizens in
lm:rul(mm, the hydmlnmcal cycle and wm'lum,

supporters of these projects and the |
diy mot understand or deliberately ignore viewing
the river as a part of the drainage basin with
constitutive ecological niches, which includes its
final destination of deltaic plains, interfacing with
the sea,

The eco-services of the free-flowing rivers
include the ushing of silt from riverbeds to the
coastal waters to form deltas. Flood water is not
to b rationalised as “surplus’, It needs to be seen
s the carrier of minerals for lind fertility,
groundwiter recharge and sustenance of
biodiversity, which fnally helps the livelihood of
millions of marginalised people

By diverting river water, deltaic regions are
starved of water that could have helped balance
sultwater from the sea. Now, however, the deltaic
ecosystem will suffer from the change, The Indus
Delta offers a crucial lesson. Alice Albinia, in her
book, Empires of the Indus: The Story of a River
(2008), narrates how a delta system at the mouth
of the Indus — which was once “the richest in all
Pakistan” — became impoverished when the
British started barrage construction, which
Pakistan continued after 1947,

Such examples are aplenty in India as well,
The state of the downstream parts of the
Narmada since the completion of the Sardar
Sarovar dam is a modern example in the making.

longside hyd and bi
The policy must incorporate effective aquifer
litici through the ion of water

usage, Farmers should be engaged to help devise
strategies for efficient irrigation water usage, The
povernment has limited control over wastewater
MAnAZement dl!d should create inmwat'm'_' reuse
¥ hensive study involvi
mterdisciplinary m(pt-m-sr_' on river hz-nn.-n-s
essential Ednm indtiating significant water
transfer projects,

In the book, Ler There Be Water: Israel’s
Solution for a Water-Starved World, Seth M, Siegel
notes that lsmael's drip irrigation programmes
save 25%75% of pumped water. lsmel's success
story in water resource management lies in

rrmising irrigation technigues. This also
compels farmers t use less water, fertilisers and
pesticides, maintaining aquifer health at an
optimum level, Along with such interventions, we
must incorporate elements of vernacular
practices in watershed management strategies.

Despite the current ruling regime’s emphasis
on ‘Hindutva' and embedded Hindu belief system
that extols the deityship of Indian rivers, the river
imterlinking project stands out as a stark contrast
o such an ideology. Manipulated by dams that
are in excess, mauled by human and industrial
waste, and commadified for religious marketing,
Inclin's rivers are under existential threat. Who
will save them?

The right to food and the struggle with the PDS

right to food in the context of Jharkhand.
Similarly,  few days agn, there was another
report that was in the context of Odisha, These
reports highlighted something alarming - that a

stantial number of households have been
lmmrud. from the rolls of the Public Distribution
System (PDE). This disturbing situation is not
limited to Jharkhand and Odisha, Bihar, another
State in the east-central region, has its own PDS
tragedy.

The le of the L i
Bihar wa-shlu,,hmd by a supply erisis, when
rations were needed the most, at the time of the
COVIDHS pandemic. Since then, there are
communities which continue to be in want of a
stable -supplyul’ntnn This is more notable

l n 2003, there was a report discussing the

such

Ananye Krishna

Field Ressarcher at
the DEVISE Charitable
Trust

Problems with the PDS are not limited to
enrolment and access, There is also the fow of
corruption through the veins of the system.
Households enrolled with the PDS have reported
that FP'S dealers have been releasing only four
kilograms of food grain/person when a below
poverty line (BPL) household which has a Priority
Household (PHH) ration card is entitled to five
kilograms a person. The four kilograms of grain
being isswed is rice, which is the lowest quality of
*Usre’ rice, No amount of wheat is issued,

Documentation that has no legal basis

Coming back to the issue of enrolment in PDS,
The Government of Bihar offers its citizens the
option to file a ration card application using a
paper-based zp'plltztnn form or by filling in an

is & community that has
been pushed beyond the edge of destitution by
thie socio-politics of caste, ts soruggle with the
PDS emenges as a significant symptom of the
same,

A number of Musahar households in Patna
district do not have an active ration card. Even if
they do have one, there is another problem - the
card does not have the names of all the family
members.

There are also several people who have Jost
Bcress to their monthly supply of ration ever
sinee b .

Field at
the DEVISE Charitable
Trust

Bureaucratic
hurdles are

mlmhm [

wits made Ty Tolds have
at fair price shops (FPS), In such cases, the found
individuals concerned are forced to get a new themselv

ration card as after verification it emerges that
their names have been struck off the PDS rolls,
The ruling dispensation and its over the top
marketing of ‘smart cities” clearly posits before us
the disconnect berween the government and the
people most in need of state welfare,

removed from
DS rolls in
parts of north,
central and
east India

online application form through its e-PDS portal,
The first npmm requires the Aadhaar details of
the applicant and their family members. The
second option requires an extra set of
documents, namely caste certificate, incomse
certificate, and residence certificate, Even when
the applicant uses the first method, the officials
eventually demand these certificate:

The demand for such documents is not
exchusive to Bihar. Jharkhand also makes such a
demand while Uttar Pradesh makes it mandatory
to provide an income certificate, and Madhya
Pracesh requires the submission of proof of
residence.,

The requirements of these certificates do not
have any legal basis. Neither the National Food
Security Act (NFSA) of 2003 nor the PDS control
order of 2015 explicate the requirement of such
documents. An officer from the Food and
Consumer Protection Department in Bihar has
confirmed that the requirement of those
certificates is an oversight in the online system.
Here again we see that in the race towards

digitisation and egovernance, povernments have
shed all and any conception of governance and
citizen welfare,

The issue of exploitation
It is notable, and most unfortunate, that the
which has I of its
systemic laws, has made no attempt at systemic
change and that people continue to be crushed
under the weight of official indifference, To make
ma worse, this hubris of has provided
the perfect conditions for the creation of a market
of exploitation,

Muost of the people, especially in the Musahar
community, who seek to avail the benefits of PDS,
meither have the resources nor the knowledge o
interact with rmlmu processes, This situation has
been il el who
charge a sum that is north of ¥3,000 to have a
ration card made, Within this market of
exploitation, it is not uncommaon to hear that
meither document was issued nor the middleman
traceable after payment.,

Amidst the myriad challenges, if the people are
somehow able to file their application, there is
still no guarantes that they will get their ration
card. While the 2015 order states that ration card
should be issued within 30 days of the application
beeing filled, there are cases of people whose
applications have been pending for long -
between four to 18 months, These applications
are not for an entitbement which goes above and
beyond the diurnal needs of a person, They are
for the basic means of subsistence, It has been 24
years since the right to food was recognised as a
fundamental right in the case, People’s Union of
Civil Liberties vs Union of India. Since then,

have wound ic red tape
around it so tightly that it is choking the very
people it was meant for,

LETTERS TO TI

EDITOR

Role of the Governor

The episode of the
Gowernor of Tamil Nadu,
R.M. Ravi, walking out of the
Legislative Assembly is
unheard of, His excellency is
bound under Article 176 to
address the House, Article
163 makes it clear that he is
bound to act on the aid and
the advice of the Council of
Ministers and not walk out,
which is in violation of his
constitutional duty,

It is not as if the State
Government refused to
hawe the National Anthem
being played.

All that was said was that
the State anthem would
come first and that the
National Anthem would be
sung after his address
thereby giving primacy to

the State and federal
structures, This has been
the conventien too,

The Governor has been
making it difficult for the
elected reprasentatives to
run the State, His excellency
walked cut of the State
Assembly. It is time he
walks out of the State too,
M.G.R, Prasad,

Chennai

Once again, the Tamil Nadu
Governor has demeaned
himself by walking out of
the Assembly, The practice
of the Tamil Thai
Vaazhththy being played
beedore the Mational Anthem
is well known to his
excellency.

Tharelus 5. Fernando,
Chennai

n plastic flags

It is usually observed that
after Independence Day and
the Republic Day
celebrations are over,
miniature plastic flags are
seen strewn all over, There
is an urgent nead to ban
plastic flags. School
students, especially NCC
cadets, girl puides and boy
scouts and other students
should be assigned the task
of disposal in an
appropriate manner, There
is a need for schools to
teach students the dignity
behind our national flag.
Cajetan Peter D'souza,
Mumbai

Roads in Chennal
The need of the hour in
Chennai [ "Chennai

Corporation plans to float
tenders for over 5,000 road
works for upcoming year in
Jan’, December 22) is to
impose a ban on the laying
of roads in all areas that are
prone to flooding. The
prime cause of flooding is
repeated and unnecessary
road-laying. The ease of
mechanised road-laying
and other factors are what
have motivated the Greater
Chennai Corporation to go
on a road-laying spree,
Once roads are 'brought
down’ to the level priar to
the year 2000, miracles
would happen, Roads will
once again become the
major channels to carry
rainwater to the nearest
canal. Itis illogical and
impractical to assume that

every drop of rain must be
drained through storm
water drains,

Sujatha Vijayaraghavan,
Chennai

The state of Indian cricket

| am one of countless
cricket-crazy fans in India
for whom playing the game
is as impartant as how the
sport is administered and
run, The |ast few series have
been very tough for the
players, and we, as keen
followers, have endured the
adrenaline highs and dismal
lows of Team India's
journey. It does raise a few

Australia settles, it raises a
few points about how the
whole Test pannad out. Our
obsession with stardom and
superstar status sounds
clichéd, but past records
and performances in other
formats do take precedence
ower the purest form — Test
cricket. Mo one can deny
that the team management
— read selectors — has to
take a tough call to ensure
that the team compaosition
is spot on and adequate
work-load balance gains
precedence over the
bloated egos of the people
whao call the shots.

pertinent about
the BCCI's approach, since it
is the apax body that
shapes Indian cricket. As
the dust of the defeat in
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