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After US threat, Brics must
enhance trade within bloc

The summit of BRICS nations did not have the presence of XI

ELON MUSK, |
LAUNCHES A

Jinping or Vladimir Putin to add heft to the declarations. The lead-
ers at the meeting did, however, express their concerns about secu-
rity and how terror poses a threat to that with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi leading the way in his long campaign agalml state-spon-
sored terror of the Pakistan variety, as in the Pahalgam
Now that Donald Trump has made it clear that he cunsidm BRICS as
pursuing “Anti-American” policies and is imposing an additional 10 per
nen( tariffs on the bloc without exception, it is time the BRICS nations
thought about how to bring down ndenne on trade with America by
uﬂndm the trading among themselv
2 may have a magneuc xgesl to Americans, but the rest of the
world can also take it to mean | All of them Grovel Again”, which is
what Trump is aiming to do with his tariff regimen that is sy to cor-
rect the historical @ in trading witl he USA And those strug-
gl to set things ri ng;radtng witl
rump’s USA wi hnw ted by now
how much their economies would be aﬂeaed b
on the expiration of the sacrifices to be made to avoid st i
the 3-month pause beyond the base 10 per cent that Trump

LETTER

TRADING ABUSE

Bizarre SIR rules: What's
EC up to over Bihar polls?

Gmolmm of the world has taken such a turn
tariffs to kick in the three years since Russia invaded Ukraine
to show territorial integrity can be breached

in on August 1. with impunity that security has become too In a move that underscores
This is no time to complex as to render even the most powerful India's growing vigilance
say it is each “5“0‘19 hel ms x}nna]dﬁe:lé:gmﬂ:lﬂ it. over its capital markets, Sebi

Approa open
gnd on dlversmrlng is going to be the priority

recently barred US-based
against a transac- ;.. pations must look at in these turbulent

trading giant Jane Street and

tional US President. issue -old Narendra Mod
e clock s ticking on the expiration of the 3- r" oy II:I:‘:dE:m Fovernment are answer. it affiliates from participat-
month pause on higher duties in (radewiththeglISA with tariffs to kick in ‘ - as also ¢ able for colluding in the  ing in Indian securities trad-
on August 1. This is no time to say it is each nation for itself against a 3 Shikha Muker]ee It has distributed election of successive ing, citing manipulative prac-
transactional US President whnse business acumen may have shaped his ] forms to about eight  governments over the . F
brinkmanship with high tariffs dmxradln&emnmrsmfan line. ! crore voters, which years of doubtful legiti- tices in derivatives. Sebi's
As the Prime Minister rleclamd m Brazil during the summit, it is time to is almost the entire % Jul: probe revealed the use of
y 9 ts

reset man, E:_klﬂng:. including security against terrorism and the global of Biber oo m;m .l: “marking the close” tactics —

India was in no position to sign a comprehensive trade deal with the US Bihar. In order to get  ugly showdown between  strategically placing large
under deadline pressure, not lﬁnmm that the nation would have to sac- this done by July- the Election Commission order Sg ne ary r?nrk ﬂg cl osge to
rifice the interest of its millions of farmers, especially that of around 80 he Assembly limited. Article 324(1) gnd, the EC has and the Opposition par- N r ¥
million dairy farmers whose average holding mn) be 2-3 cows. Their fate elections in states: “The suj ten- five lakh ties, because the parties  influence benchmark settle-
can be ima; ned if the sector were to be opened for American dairy prod- Biharattheend dence, direction con- appointed with  the National ment prices. On expiry days,
ucts to be flown into Indian urban markets. of 2005 willbea  trol of the preparation of booth officers. Democratic Alliance led . : "

Any hurried signing of a trade deal when Trump is holding uinualgun watershed the electoral rolls for, by the BJP are conspicu-  the firm allegedly engaged in

to the heads of leaders of the rest of the world may lead to disas: con-
sequences. Politically too it would have invited reprobation if a han:hel
deal were to be signed when so much is at stake. Not only would the oppo-
sition see it as grist to the mill for slating the government but the members
of economic wings of the ruling BJP themselves would have turned critics
of any hurried deal.

At best, a limited deal that does not deal with agriculture, dairy and GM

rs ight now can be the route out to meet the high tariffs deadline. Even
80, it is time India parlayed its strengths into m trade deals with sev-
eral other nations to down pressures on trying to save the trade

ng

with the US, with its succulent surplus every year. To look for sources to
diversify and move away from dependence on satisfying Trump's whims
would have to be India's approach.

Indian summer in England?

azball. That word, modelled on England coach Brendon McCullum's

brisk- lnorlng apprundl to Test matches, has been English cru:ke( s

buzz word ever since the New Zealander took over the re
explosive former opening batsman, McCullum was nicknamed Baz (shon
for bazooka) for his belligerent batting — remember he had lit up the IPL
vmh nn unbeaten 158 in just 73 bahlis for the Kolkata ngm Rldm against

match back in
Pne( )us playing career, Baz the in hh
manual and got the lishmen to execute it with much success, largely at

home though. Bazball does have its pitfalls. It does not roll smeothly on all
surfaces and in different conditions. It flies on a flatbed and looks flawed
when the ball begins to do a bit. That's precisely why Ben Stokes & Co.
wem uughl umwnrs by Shubman Gill's India in the second Test at
Edgbaston pitch was a far cry from what it was over the

Kenrs and pmv'lded India a placid home sun’nce in England. Gold. Gill and
is men promptly cashed in on the generosity and turned tables on the

1'he captain led from the fron a massive double century (269) in
the first innings and l‘ollowmi:t up with a punishing 161 in the second to
leave England with a mountain of runs (608) to climb to win the game in
three-and-a-half sessions. Playing for a draw would have been the wisest
opﬁon for the hosts given the near-impossible target. But the Bazballers
ther ideas, whlch pushed them down to 72 for 3 in roughly an hour

vmh the final day's play coming up. Despite rain interruption, the team
could not even Ian till tea time and were bowled out for 271 (thanks to

seamer Akash Deep's 6 ror 99) to hand India a mammoth 336-run win.
Gill and the boys surely have their tails up now and will a) h the
remaining Tests with renewed vigour looking to rub salt into tl rivals'

wounds as they aim to turn the English summer into an Indian one.
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moment in India's turbu-
lent hmory with elec-
tions and democracy. It
could overturn the
flawed but functioning
system of an election
based on the ideals of
universal adult franchise
that was instituted in
1850. The first general
election in 1951 is cotmd
ered one of India’s

est adventures of succesl
fully empowering its peo-

and the conduct of, all
elections to Parliament
and to the legislature of
every state” shall be the
job of the EC. It does not
::’""‘“ the EC to verify
e

other states, because the
new SIR process ques-
tions the identity of all
Yide the pecular et of
vide t ist

the EC has

voters;
that is the job of the
National Register
Citizens.
The recently-appointed
26th  Chief Election
issioner, Gyanesh
Kumar, announced he
was a new broom in a
new Election
Commission. That is a

the government would do
with the power it was

lmplmlc and ht:ge-
lessly romantic as this
mlerpmnt»uoﬁheelec
tion process ma ge &
to cynies and unbelievers
of democracy,
the reality is that since
1851, In as voters
have understood the
power of the vote. The
Election Cammlumn'n
curm\t actions seem to

that vur
by chﬁleg\g g the gln

of the voter as an
Indian citizen.

The July 9 Bihar-wide
protest called by the
Congress and the Rash-
triya Janata Dal, the
principal regional
sition party, against
Election Commi-ssion's
bizarre directives for the
2025 Special Intensive
Revision of electoral l rnlh
is a delayed res)
an urgent l(lul chal
lenge. C's job is to
verify that the listed
voter is indeed 18 years of

ion in terms;
he cannot head a new
body that was estab-
lished under the
Constitution in 1850.
Instead of doing that,
the EC has declared a cut-
off date, 2003, which was
when the previous SIR
was done, for verification
of dﬂzenshlp sum& 1'he
issue is C has
claimed ma( it has du
tributed forms to about
eight crore voters, which
is llmnpa‘i:‘ the er‘\’tirg u;ml»
ing population ar.
In order to get this done
by July-end, the EC has
appointed five lakh booth
jcers; who these people
are and how are they
guallﬂed to do the job of
IR based on the new
rules is unclear and

clear it will unroll SIR in
other states, presumably
the  Opposition-ruled
states ‘est Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
BJP-ruled Assam in the
next round of Assembly
elections, due in 2026.
The “new" model of ver-
ification of voters' legiti-

arbitrarily decided are
necessary to prove citi-

It is not too late to raise

ously unconcer by
the prospect of “de-voter-
isation” or “vote bandi",
as it is being described in
the social media. The
absence of concern, pre-
sumably because the
committed voters of
these parties will not be
adversely hit by the veri-
ﬂcntinn; is why there is

the alarm,
over how the “new” EC
by its actions is challeng-

ing the right of every l&
year-old, presumed
Indian, to vote under the
principle of universal
adult franchise. It is
probably necessary for
affected voters to demon-
strate their power, as the

soverel by punlcl;ra
ingin protests by
the sition parties.
The 's format has

seriously sinister impli-
cations for the idea of
universal adult franchise
and free and fair elec-

tions.

By the EC’s reckoning,
some two crore voters in
Bihar are sus as

itimate, out of a total
elght crore voters in
the state; if 25 per cent of
the dm:éram g{e a l‘llme‘g‘i is
suspected to ti-
mate, then it does call
into question the legiti-
macy of the 2024 k
Sabha elections, in Bihar
as well as across the
country. Bihar does not
have a 2,271-km long and
’mn bmder with
of “ille-
ga immigrants” inflat-
ing the number of voters
in Bihar has not been a
political hot potato in
quite the same way as it
has been in West Bengal
and Assam.

that the “vote bandi" will
be palitically targeted.
The EC over the
decades acquired a
reputation of being in the
service of the ruling
rty at the Centre.
party, whenever it
is in the Opposition,
shouts itself say-
ng so. Whether true or
not, the EC's SIR formu-
la, be it based, as the
speculation suggests, on

ment, to allegedly cook
the voters list, is never-

“non-neutral” trading: push-
ing prices upward in the
morning and selling aggres-
sively later to exploit intra-
day volatility. Between 2023
and 2025, Jane Street
reportedly earned over Rs
36,000 crores. The case has
ignited debate over algorith-
mic trading abuses.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

BIHAR LAWLESSNESS

the Opposition.
the
Opposition  squanders

the opportunity to mend
and meld itself into a uni-
fled force on the issue of
disenfranchisement, it
will have failed in its
basic responsibility of
representing all voters,
threatened as they are by
the EC's new mlan of ver-
munnn Profligate as
the Congress ts to be,
it has been handed a gift
by the EC. And it needs to
FE! its act together quick-
The same expecunnn
t they wi
roblem v:maled h
's SIR format subvert-
ing the polmul rights of
the people and the n!r
of the lo\'eretgn

Dulbi: Jasetortal Nobrs Notbreal Yaush Cornrm, 219 Deen Dayal Upadiyay Marg, Now Dothé- 110002, Faaen resident at & ipecmp macy introduced If the EC presumes that
i 2 ;ﬁrvss and they are Bihar SIR is a ch r:ge 25 per cent of voters are heg to the basket of
:'::“‘(::'.""""""" T . S—— indeed who they claim to o parties umled tothe not eligible to vote, Left parties in India.
ek 11002 o L b 34 0 e ), e UL ki be and not listed undera  NDA led by the BJP. It is the EC deter-
 Lsedomn: Quickimands Lig, b Mexe. Block 2. Eliabech Hosss, 3 York lisel Lasdse, SEE TN name. also a challenge to the mines that they may not Shikha Mukerjeetss
NI Hoghisaton ruasber: 3720054 The EC's job as defined  other s in the NDA  be Indian citizens at all, senior.

by the Constitution is from Bihar as well as then the EC and the 11- analhm

India adopted a Western way of looking at eco-  sity was problematic. For this reason, India's  over a longer period. The nation needs both
nomic, social and mldngz:m along with Ommmﬂnnm&mhwn:m u':'» uﬁmﬂm
Western WES synony-  unitary, legislative powers stal nation.
mous with for , the for the between nation, which
West was reconcile nationalism, Mmtioudlochyhniaddmﬂw ‘The difference between India
el - (o ey i contiet oo W oty etk asdy
Aakar Patel - et A e o iy s b b :
versal and not free from the of State as the m'ﬂzmﬂmﬂnﬂ eration). The mistake of the West was to treat the
cultures which gave mnurleupd body, mind, Inmuirnoe .
1o these lsms. said that we need to find heln; is born wi :w.l then you didn't get food.
m local cures to di Could ot and
RSS publica mﬁ“‘“ﬁ?%ﬂﬁ""m ed “m" mm-y'm snmu:-mlh o e —— o
was a at the house tion, It is it 2 , s,
¢ : 9 He was about fifty when he gave dulrn’;lnn the soul douy‘mtbmb- mr:'humﬂmnmly ble m
UMAanISnY  ese and became president of the Jan er body, mind and in but that is  Culture includes all the asgoodand  ing rights,
Sangh a couple of years after he delivered them. untrue. Dharma is given foremost place in but they do not affect “ ', the was scarce in America because they had
. . Let us go through the message of the BJP's phi-  Bharatiya culture. Dharma is the natural law soul. India’s national soul is fundamen-  not thought of the integrated
ISBJ’PS hllow h hq:thlndmmnmA\munmﬂmpbl{ that is eternal and universally applicable. tal and central. Ch. the
*  What hlmmﬁdmemmmdm Dharma is than the executive, legisla- advance. It filters out what is to be m:y’
Upadhyaya presents in speeches, and it is  tive and the ji , and it is also higher than culture. Societies are animate and palicy”,
But how many know bl e o o sotaeihing i would sl b B Moty wi's begkiting 5 Anpt£5 | THE.Inow
y The cause of the blmhnl:ghw for still be it beginning to This,
gﬂﬂ'ﬂ! islikean it was against dharma. people have no truth. One of them, William that  its basic
“/hatitl'ea“ymeans? and becomes ummmm Mmm'm lmpblﬂlmﬁﬂﬂl e .mm lanhwh.m by g
¢ are disregarded or l:mlmd “dharmnirpeksh” Constitution thinking action as an explain wi means wl intended to
mm.mm nlgm of India are wrang and bad because isa  vidual do. If they believe
the it would take to realise condition for the State. Societies have an inborn nature that is not mﬂ
ment. Independence is meaningful only ifitsthe  That 1s not based on dharma is unac-  based on 2 do not affect it. This
instrument to . ceptable and therefore secularism was fatally mm-mmwnwﬂ-.
mmmlnm-mmwumm: was also unaffected by histary. This group
economic, social and political. ‘was because National unity is India’s dharma and so diver- is like mob but
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The dip in Tesla stocks  Number of asylum The fine imposed on  The farmer suicides in ~ Children who died in
amid concerns over seekers rescued near  Apple by the European  Marathwada from Maharashtra between
the company’s future  Crete, Greece Union January to June April and February

In pre-market trading on Monday

following Elon Musk's launch of his
new U.S. political party, as It ralsed
concerms over his future Involvement in the
electric vehicle maker business. The new
party, called the “America Party," was
unvelled on Saturday. seurms

7 In per cent. Tesla's shares took a dip

Greece's coastguard on
m(’ Monday said it had

rescued around 230
asylum seekers near the island of Crete,
after hundreds more landed over the
weekend. An EU border agency spotted the
migrants inside two inflatable boats off
Gavdos, an island southwest of Crete, we

million euros. The
European Commission
slapped Apple with a

fine for preventing developers from
steering customers outside its App Store to
access cheaper deals In breach of the
bloc's competition rules. Apple filed an
appeal against the fine imposed by EU. wr

Elght districts of
Maharashtra's

experienced a 20% increase in reported
farmer suicides from last year, according to
revenue department reports. Beed district,
where 126 farmers committed sulcide
during the period, topped the list. »n

12,4385

died In Maharashtra between April last year
and February 2025, state Public Health and
Family Welfare Minister Prakash Abitkar
sald on Monday.

COMPILED BY THE MINOU DATA TEAN

Marathwada region
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Remaking the nuclear order in West Asia

While both the US. and Israel agree that Iran cannot |

> allowed to have a bomb, Mr. Netanyahu goes one step forward to deny Iran any nuclear capabilities.

However, for Iran, nuclear deterrence assumes a greater importance now, even if there is a change of regime

WORLD INSIGHT

Rakesh Sood

here is hardly any political
leader who understands the
laws of political survival better

than Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Realising that he is
in a morass with respect to Gaza, as
Hamas has not yet been dismantled even
though its leaders have been killed, and
all hostages have not been brought home
resulting in growing domestic pressure,
Mr. Netanyahu employed an old tactic
distract attention from an ongoing crisis
by creating another one.

Israel's surprise strikes on Iran,
launched on June 13, created a new and
larger crisis. The military action has been
successful, with the U.S, finally coming on
board. For the moment, PM Netanyahu is
firmly back in the driver’s seat. But this
has also opened a Pandora's box of what
next,

Israel's calculations

Mr. Netanyahu wants to keep Iscael as the
only nuclear power in the region. He is
convinced that the Libyan model, where
the nuclear programme was completely
dismantled, is the only acceptable option,
preferably with a change of regime. In
2015, he opposed the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
primarily because it conceded a imited
uranium enrichment right to lran.

Since mid-April, five rounds of talks
took place between U.S, Special Envoy
Steve Witkoff and Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Aragehi, with a sixth round due on
June 15 in Muscat. After stumbling over
the issue of Iran insisting on its right to
enrichment as a party to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wvupum

(NPT), some progress was regh

annual intelligence threat assessment to
(‘wm stated, “the Intelligence
to assess that Iran

the idea of a regional nuclear fuel
consortium to provide fuel for the
reactors in the region, Its location
remained under discussion, making Mr.
Netanyahu nervous,

On June 11, Mr, Netanyahu barely
survived a motion in the Knesset tabled
by the opposition seeking to dissolve
parliament, leading to early elections that
are currently due in October 2026, PM
Netanyahu has been facing domestic
opposition since early 2023 due to his
attemnpts at pushing though controversial
Judicial reforms that were widely seen as
curbing judicial independence, The
Hamas attack on October 7 had provided
him a reprieve that has lasted nearly two
years, (.h\‘n Mr. ‘Uemnynhu (] mulllple

i legal ct

ac
war is his "get-out-of jull" card,

During the 20-month war, the
leadership of Hamas and Hezbollah has
been decapitated, and a change of regime
in Damascus last December has doused

h not hulldln,( a nuclear weapon and
Supreme Leader Khamened has not
authorised the nuclear weapons
programme that he suspended in 2003".
This gave Iran's leadership a misplaced
confidence that as long as the
negotiations continued on the idea of a
regional enrichment facility, the U.S.
would block any military strike by Israel.

However, the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) report in May
criticising “Iran's general lack of
cooperation” and the near doubling of its
stockpile of 60% enriched uranium to
over 400 kgs since February proved to be
more damaging that Iran anticipated. This
heightened Iranian concerns about the
threat of a sanctions-snapback by the UN
Security Council, which was waived in
2015 following the adoption of the JCPOA.

Tran knew that given its ageing air
force, it was dependent on its stocks of
drones and missiles. Despite the debacles
with Hamas and Hezbollah leaderships,
Tran und | the extent of

Iran's "ring of fire.” On two jony in
2024, Israel directly engaged with Iran
and, in the process, knocked out its air
defences around Tehran and other critical
Installations,

Having buried the two-state-solution,
and with Iran at its weakest, Mr.
Netanyahu must have felt that this was the
ideal time to neutralise Iranian nuclear
and missile threats. The lnmlnm are
known for their I 4

Mossad's penetration of its systems,
evidenced by the targeted assassinations
of its key military leaders as well as
nuclear and missile scientists,

The entry of the U.S.
When the US. began to withdraw
fal staff from its emb in
the reglon in early June, it was
i Isrnel’s likely military action.

negotiating style and uhn-n U.S. President
Donald Trump's impatience, Mr.
Netanyahu was able to convince him that
a lirtle military pressure would make
them more accommodating.

Iran’s miscalculations
As recently as March 26, U.S. Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard in her

% »
K (-

In the past, U.S. reluctance to get involved
had prevented Israel from military strikes
but this time, Mr Netanyahu took a
wgamble and it paid off. Impressed with the
success of Israel's military actions, Mr.
Trump ordered supportive strikes on June
22, with B2 bombers dropping GBU-57
‘bunkerbusters' on Fordow and Natanz,
and Tomahawk cruise missiles on Isfahan,

Following the token retaliation by Iran the
following day, Mr. Trump declared an end
to the “12-day-war",

Israel thus claimed victory, Mr. Trump
declared the underground sites
“obliterated,” the Gulf states heaved a sigh
of relief, and for Iran’s Supreme Leader,
regime survival was a victory. Iran
suffered over 600 casualties, and all its air
defences and half its stock of missile
launchers, were destroyed. It falled to
take down a single Israeli alrcraft though
it did bring down some drones. Of the
500 missiles that Iran fired, over 30 were
able to get through causing 30 casualties.

While Mr. Netanyabu's suggestion that
sustained military pressure may bring
about a regime change in Tehran has
some support from Iran-hawks in
Washington, it is anathema to Mr.
Trump’s MAGA support base, who are
wary of entanglements abroad. The U.S,
interventions in Afghanistan and Irag in
2001 and 2003 respectively, were messy
and costly, leaving behind a legacy of
instability. lran is three times larger, and
Irankans are a people with a deep sense of
nationalism based on their civilisational
history. The current theocratic regime
may be weak and its repl may be

THE GIST
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M. Netanyahu wants to keep
Israel as the only nuclear
power In the reglon. He s
comvinced that the Libyan
model, where the nuclear
programme was completely
dismantled, Is the only
acceptable option, preferably
with a change of regime.

-

As recently as March 26, U.S.
Director of National
Inteligence Tulsi Gabbard in
her annual intelligence threat
assessment to Congress stated,
“the Intelligence Community
continues to assess that Iran is
not bullding & nuclear weapon
and Suprerne Leader
Khamenel has not autharised
the nuclear weapons
programme that he suspended
In 2003",

-

Wihile Me. Netanyahu's
suggestion that sustained
military pressure may bring
about a regime change in
Tehran has some support from
Iran-hawks in Washington, It is
anathema to Mr, Trump's
MAGA support base, who are
wary of entanglements abroad.

Cost dtln Workers repalr the main entrance of Evin Prison after It was hit by an israell alrstrike on June 23, on July 1, In Tehean, lran, oeTTy iMAGES

capability. The 2002 disclosures by a
group of Irankan exiles, followed by the
LS. invasion of Iraq in 2003, led the
Supreme Leader to shift direction and
aim for threshold status rather than
develop a full-fledged nuclear weapon.
The cmmhmu and higher levels of
alsop led for b
space as lran could negotiate for
sanctions relief with the U.S,

Today, the situation has changed. Iran's

mxk-l (except for the Houthis) have

and its missile and drone
capabilities found wanting. The threshold
state is no longer a safe place. Therefore,
anuclear deterrent assumes greater
importance, even if there is a change of
regime,

Questions remain about the extent of
damage to the underground centrifuge
sites as well as the fate of the 400 kg of
the 60% enriched uranium stockpile,
While the scale of the attacks makes
resumption of ran-U.S. talks tricky, Iran
has raised the stakes by terminating the
TAEA inspector’s acoess to its nuclear
sites. Mr. Trump would like to conclude a
deal with Iran to build on his success with
the ceasefire. He would do well to

ber the U.S. scholar Thomas

less religious, but not less nationalist, and
it would therefore push ahead with the
nuclear deterrent,

Mr. Netanyahu may not be averse to a
forced regime change but the US. and the
Gulf Arabs would not want to open this
Pandora’s box.

Iran's nuclear caj

Iran has had an ambitious civilian nuclear
programme going back to the 1950s, It
Joined the NPT in 1970, Initially, the
Islamic regime was uninterested in the
nuclear programme, seeing it as a part of
Western influence. This changed after the
Iran-Iraq war and in the 1990s, it began
developing a clandestine enrichment

“ - m

Schelling's advice that successful coercion
requires both a credible threat as well as
credible reassurance, if Iran is to be
‘persuaded’ during any future talks.
There has always been a difference
between the ULS. and Isracli positions,
While both agree that Iran cannot be
allowed to have a bomb, Mr. Netanyahu
goes one step forward to deny Iran any
nuclear capabilities, However, since Mr.
Trump has obliged him with the June 22
strikes, he may find it difficult to deny Mr.
mmﬁrhh Iran deal provided the Iranians

y the game.
Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and is
Distinguished Fellow at the Council For
Strategic and Defence Research,

- »
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The free fall of moral leadership Asstep away from transparency
There are several pressing concerns about the ECIS new rules

nan era of gobal conflicts invasion of Iraq and parts of survived several vicissitudes and a

and democratic decline, the Ukraine are no more than ‘thousand mutinies’, has been

question of political footnotes of history. enriched by the exertions and ble system for icants to

leadership in the selflessness of several of its track the status of their sub-
democratic has acquired a Lessons to learn towering leaders. They were led missions, This makes it diffi-
heightened significance. But there are lessons to be by Mahatma Gandhi, who defined Krishangi Sinha cult for citizens, civil society,
Intensified rivalries in several learned. The world needs for us the meaning of Sanjay Kumar and the media to monitor the
Emuflheworld represent a haduillp.drlvmbylumhﬁr tran: leadership. The Bihar process, identify errors, or

lure of leadership, The global consensus and subject to Mahatma's promise of politics, he Election Commis- challenge  wrongful  excly

unconscionable ambivalence of the discipline of international law | impervious to the trappings of T sion of India (ECI) has sions, raising serious ques:
world leaders in standing up for to address the defining challenges | power and rooted instead in the introduced some new tions about accountability.
principle over expediency, and of our times, including the moral imagination of the people rules and revisions, including The Lokniti-Centre for the
their abject surrender to settlement of territorial disputes. yearning for freedom and dignity, a Special Intensive Revision Study of Developing Societies
hegemonic power, speaks for This is a particularly important enabled him to forge a sustainable (SIR) of the electoral rolls in Bi- (CSDS) pull poll -urvrdy of the
itself. The mdsu of Ukraine, reminder for those who claim to nonviolent struggle against har before the Assembly polls, | poor, Dalit, Muslim, tribal, ly 2024
Gaza, and the Israel-Iran conflict lead the democratic world and injustice. He accomplished the This exercise will then take | and migrant communities of- mmled a mmmlng trend.
show the ravages of war caused by propound the necessity of a ‘will of his age’, defined it for the place across the country. ten lack formal birth certifi- | When  respondents  were

the insolence of power, untamed
by humanitarian interdicts.

raw power
I ite the frqﬂt ceasefire
by U.S, President Donald

'm:mp froma ion of
overarching military superiority,
the footprints of these hostilities
will remain visible symbols of an
oppressive exercise of military

that has taken thousands of
nnocent lives. Those responsible
for the catastrophe have ¢l
forgotten the abiding lesson of
history that people carrying a
festering wound in their souls find
closure only when injustice is
avenged. Lasting peace in West
Asta will remain hostage to an
indelible sense of injustice and
moral outrage.

It is, therefore, imperative to
foster leadership that values
Justice above raw power. In the
deeply distressing trans border
conflicts that have driven the

India’s economic

credible international legal order.

people, and personified it.

In Bihar, the SIR exercise,

cates. Second, many others

Democratic leadership is about As a proud inheritor of the aimed at removing duplicate | will struggle to 3
mlldm alone in defence of Gandhian legacy of entries in electoral rolls, start: | ments for veritying their pa-
gb‘ where necessary. It is morality-driven politics and ed on June 25, It uses the 2003 | rents' of birth, largely
ding on to the truth drawing strength from its electoral rolls as the base. The | due to historical gaps in State

naln- all odds and emp ing I | ethos of di process includes doorto-door | documentation.
the weak. It is about uniting Kutumbham', India must stand veﬂﬁuﬂon md new docu Third, there may be lack of
people in trying times and out in defence of justice The and clarity around
advancing human dignity by re. 1t must flex its moral ECI aims to publish the final | the new requirements, Many
dispariti muscle for shaping a just world voters' list by September 30. voters, especially in rural
leadershiy |l abnul an order. Its heft, nuclear As part of the process, vo- | areas, may not fully under-
i bl bilities, and | power tery listed in the 2003 electo- | stand which documents are
mndhkm-dlodulmdpuﬂuul status should enable India to ral rolls - the last time that an | needed, how to fill out forms,

existence that can optimise the
realisation of human potential in
an environment of peace and
harmony. And as shown in the
tortuous process of securing a
fragile truce between Israel and
Iran, deceit and two-facedness
annul leadership,

Leadership does not emernge
out of a vacuum. As Karl Marx
reminded us famously, ‘Men make
their own history, but they do not
make it as they please... [they do
nnl under circumstances existing

world perilously close to a heft, nuclear vam and transmitted
war, the moral nn;i' intellectual capabilities, and past.” The French
xmf?ll:" raised (wl:';ﬂll about “; us sh:::l‘:!“ mm;:d (::l u:nhEi:‘ of ’:'he
e re of contemporary nation must r of t
fuml;lu to yield bme':cu :;“;':::‘ to thr:!;',.*lromdul hl; hmlom ml’r.tdur
eadership, answeral tot - 1 0N ol mpll?i
‘injunctions of conscience’. The International invest politics with a moral
pretence of a functional morality without | purpose larger than himself, The
rules-based international order compromising current global conflicts present an
Charme s demonsbed e | g | B
again, reconfirming the Impny;mu axonony or reinforce their appeal.
of international law in outlawing | Without
the use of force in relations allenating key In defence of justice
between nations, The illegal allies Indlian democracy, which has

espouse international morality intensive revision was done in
without compromising its strategic I!Ihur ~ do not have to submit

or without al unless they are
key allies. asked. However, those who

In these defying times, we must
summon our tallest leaders to
collectively enengise Indian
democracy. They must establish

national goals and global peace.
Our leaders must ‘reinforce the
tone of modesty’, introduce

dignity at the centre of political

were not on the rolls in 2003
and new applicants will have
to provide proof of date and/
or proof of place of birth of
self if they were born before
July 1, 1987; proof of date and/
or proof of place of birth of
self and of one parent if they
were born between July 1, 1987
and December 2, 2004; and

processes, the spirit of proof of date and/or proof of
collegiality, be seen as symbols of place of birth of self and both
hope in times of fracture and fear, parents if they were born after
and re-purpose their politics December 2, 2004,

beyond the pursuit of raw power. On the surface, this seems

At this juncture of the nation’s aligned with the ECI's

history, when domestic and woal of cleaning the electoral
external chal threaten the rolls and eliminating ghost vo-
social accord and disruptive shifts ters from the voters' list and

in the power pendulum are testing
the societal equilibrium, we need
leadership that is strong and
compassionate, resolute but
concilatory, and decisive while
striving for democratic consensus
on critical issues.

ensuring that only eligible In-
dian citizens exercise their
franchise, which is fundamen-

or where and when to submit
them. With limited public out-
reach, complex paperwork re-
quired, and a tight timeline
leading up to the tinal publica:
tion of the electoral rolls by
tember 30, there is a high
risk of confusion, errors, and
unintentional exclusions, par-
ticularly of those already on
the margins of the system.
Fourth, the process relies
heavily on field-level officials
(booth level officers and elec-
toral ‘fhminn officers),
who hold discretionary pow-
er. While the framework al-
lows for claims, ok

asked whether they trust the
ECL, 12% said ‘not much’ and
7% said ‘not at all’. In this at-
mosphere of suspicion, the
ECI has now published a circu-
lar directing that all photos, vi-
deos, CCTV footage, and web-
casts from polling stations be
deleted within 45 days of the
clection results, unless an
election petition is filed within
that period. Earlier, footage
and photos were retained for
three months to one year, de-
pending on the stage of poll-
ing. This new measure not on-
limits the time to scrutinise
material, but also shuts off
avenues for transparency that
existed earlier.

While steps such as the EP-
1C clean up and voter turnout
upgrade suggest that the EClis
pushing for efficiency, actions
such as deleting polling sta-
tion footage prematurely, im-
plementing new documenta-
tion rules without sufficient
public awareness, and failing
to disclose names removed
from ek | rolls it

and appeals, the initial verifi-
cation and decision-making
are in the hands of local offic-
ers, This may lead to inconsis-
tencies, delays, or biased j
ment, especially in areas wit
limited oversight.

Fifth, lhl ECI hu neither

L the

to the prevailing atmosphere
of uncertainty and distrust. At
a time when public trust in in-
stitutions is under great strain,
the ECI cannot afford to be so
opaque and must take mea
SUTes 1o ensure transparency.

tal to a free and fair d
ic process, However, there are
several concerns. First, many
individuals/families from

d to
list of names being removed
from the electoral rolls, nor
has it provided a clear, accessi

withy
Loknith-CSD; Sanjay Kumar ks
Co-Dbrector of Lokrdti, and Professor at
CSDS. Views are personal

Women MSME:s still struggle for credit despite schemes

[ DATA POINT |

B Renuka Ramakrishoa

fero, Small and Medium
Enterprises  (MSMEs)

have become instrumen-

tal in shaping India's generating
revenue,

. In 2024,
30% to
the GDP, The aim is to raise this to
35% in the currcm year. This vut

the 20% credit gap faced by men
(Chart 2). The credit gap refers to
the difference  between  the
amount of credit requested by the
borrower and the amount actually

ived. These | funds

ment has significantly boosted em-
ployment, with women-led IMEs
contributing 70.8% to employ-
ment generation within this seg-
ment (

are one of the major challenges for
women in the MSME sector, affect:
ing about 26% of them, followed
closely by the challenge of high
competition.

The Pradhan Mantri MUDRA
Yojana (PMMY), launched nearly a
decade ago to support individuals

despite being regis-

mal credit. Dr. Ashwin Ram, Pro-
fessor at RV University, said the
main reasons for this are lack of
awareness and limited access to
formal credit. He said, “A majority
of first-generation women entre-

sector also p
for many women-led mmprlu-l
‘The government has implemented
several financial schemes specifi-
cally designed to promote wo-
men's participation.

However, the issues and chal-
lenges faced by women-led MSMESs
are often inadequately addressed.
The problems of limited access to
formal credit and the widening
credit gap continue to prevent
these entrepreneurs from achiev-
ing their financial goals, While en-
suring adequate credit availability
to MSMEs has long been a key pol-
icy objective, gaps between banks
and beneficiaries often persist at
the Impkmenmlm stage.

Women-owned b ac

seeking self- has also
enabled women to open loan ac-
counts and fund their MSMEs.
PMMY offers collateral-free loans
to MSMEs operating in the non-
farm sector. As of 2024, women
owned 42,492,281 loan accounts
under PMMY out of a total of
66,777,013 accounts, which is ap-
proximately 64%. This shows that
women form a significant group
seeking financial assistance,
However,  the  sanctioned
amount tells a different story, Of
the total T5,41,012.86 crore allocat-
ed for that year's target, only
12,25,887.08 crore (about 41%) was
directed  towards  women-led
MSMEs, TNI dhp-rky points to an

count for up to 20% of all MSMEs
registered in India. This level of fe-
male participation remains low
despite the handful of schemes
aimed at encouraging self- employ-
ment and financial independence.
What is more striking is that wo-
mended MSMEs contribute only
about 10% of the total turnover,
while receiving around 11-15% of
the total investment in the sector
(Chart 1). These numbers high-
light the persistent gaps in both fi-
nancial inclusion and credit acces-
sibility for women in the MSME
ecosystem,

According to reports by th
Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI), women face
significant discrimination in fund
disbursement, with a credit gap of
around 35% - meaning that over a
third of their financial require-
ments go unmet ~ compared to a

" @

y in deliver-
ingg highly liquid, low-cost, and ea-
sily accessible loans to the under-
served sections of the sector.

These underperforming
schemes are pushing women to re-
ly on informal sources of credit,
which are often riskier and unre-
liable. These challenges are not
confined to MSMEs alone; they al-
50 affect informal micro-enterpris-
es (IMEs) run by women, Informal
businesses are typically excluded
from formal credit processes due
to the lack of legal d

particularly in smaller
towns and rural areas, have low fi
nancial literacy and are not well in-
formed about various government
schemes and their benefits. There
is also litthe it from tradition-
al mmm:ﬂ’g:nh and local go-
vernment agencies to educate and
assist women entreprencurs in
availing financial subsidies.”
Women entreprencurs are also
often perceived as risky borrow-
ers, largely h«m th-y lack

hip. In India, a signih

proportion of women run micro
and small businesses i
nantly in the informal sector,
which further discourages them
from secking finance through for-
mal institutions. According to the
International  Finance Corpora-
ton, it takes a man an average of
two visits to a bank to get a loan
sanctioned, whereas women typi-
cally need to make at least four,

Amid these discriminatory bar-
riers, the Reserve Bank of India
has cut the repo rate to 5.50%, the
lowest since 2022, and reduced
the Cash Reserve Ratio by 100 ba-
sis points. This rollcy is aimed at
injecting mon quld.lly into lh!

and collateral. To address this gap,
the government launched the
Udyam Assist Portal, which hel
such IMEs become eligible for
priority sector lending by facilitat-
ing their formal recognition.

This year, over 1.86 crore IMEs
have been ered through the
portal. Notably, 70.5% of these are
owned by women, This achieve-

banks with mmrr fundl to extend
as loans to the public. Both banks
and women entrepreneurs are ina
favourable position, with in
creased liquidity at their dis

The government's schemes
have been launched with a strong
intent, but their implementation
has often fallen short due to admi-
nistrative inefficiencies.

Chart 1: The share of womerr-led MSMEs, share of women employed in MSMEs,
women-led

share of investment attracted by
womar-ed MSMEs

MSMEs

Employoes

w 15
% share of women

Chart 2: The credit gap across genders. Credit gap refiers to the difference
between the amount of credit requested by the borrower and the amount

actually received
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Female

o

Chart 3: The share of women-led Informal micro-enterprises (| MEs) and share of

women employed in IMEs

IMEs
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MSMEs and share of turnover of
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Soviet Union,

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 8, 1975
US. and Russia getting
ready for space rendezvous

Cape Canaveral, Florida, July 7: Five years ago, it
was considered impossil

ible, a dream. But on July

15, American astronauts and Russian
cosmonauts are to rocket into orbit to start an
historic joint tploe fight, npwopﬂnely labelled
a mission of “high-flying detente’

Much symbolism uﬁm will be involved
on this first international flight of the world's
leading spacefaring nations, once keen rivals in
space exploration until U.S, astronauts landed
on the moon. Neither wants to fadl in the global
spotlight that will follow every moment,

It won't be just a “handshake in the sky", say
the astronauts and cosmonauts, but a mission
that hapefully will lead to future co-operative
mlnhmwuauaMmundmwme

“The flight is scheduled to start at 8:20 a.m.
(17-50 IST) with the launching of the two
cosmonauts in a Soyuz spacecraft from the

1f there are no problems, three Apollo
astronauts will ride an Apollo xrcecnn away
ter.

2 from Cape Canaveral 7.5 hours

above West

shake hands.

With the more sophisticated Apollo
performing all the critical manoeuvres, the
astronauts will pursue the Soyuz through the
skies for two days, moving in for a link-up at
LZI:S pom. (22:45 IST) on Thursday July 17, 224

Three hours later, both ends of an airlock
tunnel connecting the vehicles will be opened
and the American Commander, Alr Force Brig.
Gen. Thomas Stafford, and the Russian
Commander, Air Force Col. Alexel Leonovy, will

1t will be a moment of high emotion, not only
for its symbolism, but because lhm two men
have become fast friends during two years of
training. Both believe that thm\uh Hlighes like
this, high in space, their two nations can achieve
detente on earth,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 8, 1925
The GLP. Railway

Bombay, July 8: The G.LP. Railway are
introducing a travelling Cinema Car, the ilea
being that the car will travel up and down the
line, imparting knowledge to the staff, by means
g:l‘;::;dwwim exactly how their work should
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Editorial o
Fostering a commitment to stop maternal deaths
n childbirth in India, why should 93 Social Health Activists (ASHA) began networking stunted young mother (who is also malnourished
women lose their life while one lakh with Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM) since 2005 | and has low body mass index) does not allow the
Kee itsin‘m ‘women have a safe delivery? For the time (when the National Rural Health Mission (NHRM) | normally grown baby to emerge. Prolonged
p period 2019-21, the Maternal Mortality - was launched), institutional over home deliveries | labour can lead to foetal distress and a lethal
The ECI's conflicting signals endanger Ratio (MMR) estimate for India was 93, in other 4 have become the better option. The financial rupture of the uterus. This can be avoided by a
- > words, the proportion of maternal deaths per ) incentives for the mother and ASHA were the Caesarean section. Thus, there is a need for a
Bihar’s voter tion 1,00,000 live births, reported under the Sample Dr. KR, Antony turning point. well-equipped operation theatre and
he Election Commission of India’s (ECI) Registration System (SRS). “Maternal death is the is 3 Public Health The second delay is in transportation. From obstetrician/ surgeon and an anaesthetist on call.
Spedial Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electo- death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 Consultant in Kochi, remote rural hamlets and forest settlements or Thelhu'd medical cause is hypertensive
ral Rolls in Bihar, while touted as a days of of Kerala, who drafted faraway islands it may take many hours, or an of that are not i
smooth process with significant form submis- lhedur‘llcnmdueoﬁhepregﬂmy from any the first Safe overnight journey for a mother-to-be to reach a and treated on time. Theycanresulunadlm
ums,xsnddl:dwnhcnmndscﬂomandpousa cause related to or d by the madule health facility with a skilled birth d: with and coma and very
serious threat to voter enfranchisement. Despite or its management, but not from accidental or for the Ministry of (midwife/staff nurse) or a doctor or an little time to medically control high blood
claims of progress, with over 11% of the estimated incidental causes”. But the MMR in India has Heaith on behalf obstetrician. Many women die on the way. pressure. There are some home deliveries by
electorate submitting forms, conflicting state- declined aver the years — it was 103 in 201719, of UNICEF However, the 108 ambulance system and other unu:mcd birth attendants which lead to trauma
ments from the ECI highlight deep-seated issues. then 97 in 2018-20 and now 93 in 2019-21. y transport mechanisms under the werperal infection, resulting in sepsis and
Initially, the CEO, Bihar, through advertisements, To understand the maternal mortality National Health Mission has made a difference. deaxE Antibiotics could have saved their lives,
suggested a lenient approach towards electors situation better, States have been categorised into but the patient is admitted to hnspnal late. A
who did not have the stipulated 11 documents. three: Action Group” (EAG) States Other problems failure of ummxzpm;- resulting in
They were told that they could submit enumera- that comprise Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, The third delay, an unpardonable one, is in unwanted pregnancies and crude abortion
tion forms to booth-level officers and provide Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rx;&han Uttar Pradesh, initiating specialised care at the health facility. !edlmquesby quacks, also leads to sepsis and
documents later, or even get verified without Uttarakhand and Assam; “Southern” States which Thtexrusesmpkmyandduﬁmlxm Jmufy a death. In EAG States, associated illnesses such as
nmdauydmmms,wi!hvmﬁmmmhm:gii im:lud:AllihraPﬂtksh. , Karnataka, delay in to a woman in the malaria, chronic urinary tract infections and
local i i by Electoral of Kerala and Tamil Nadu; and "Other" States that romnadehymreldmgt}mobsmm:zn,a tuberculosis are also high risk factors.
ficers. However, the CEC clarified that earlier or- cover the remaining States/Union Territories. delay in getting a blood donor, in laboratory
ders mandating document submission by July 25, In the group of *Southern” States, Kerala has support, the operation theatre not being ready, The focus areas for States
2025, stand, with a claims and objections period the lowest MMR (20) and Karnataka the highest manauﬂuuunoxbutgmﬂabksalstthal The prescription for averting maternal deaths is
from August 1 to September 1 for those who fail to (63). The rest of the data is Andhra Pradesh (46) «can go on. The concept of the early registration and routine antenatal care and
comply. This shift in stance and reliance on local- Telangana (45) and Tamil Nadu (49). In the EAG of a ‘minimum four FRUS [first referral units| per | ensuring institutional delivery. Many of these
level investigations for verification present inhe- States, Assam has a very high MMR (167); the rest district of two million population, is crucial. The systemic deficiencies will be highlighted in the
rent problems. Leaving verification to the discre- uhhzdatas)kurkhami(Sl).nndMadhyahdesh "ﬁrstlrvelmfunlunn"wnhspacnlnsmdlx mandatory reporting and audit of all maternal
tion of local electoral officers increases the possi- (175). Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, blood | deaths under the NHM. While the EAG States
bility ud' misuse and hias Such an ad hoc Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand are in the 100-151 bunkandupuzmndumwu:imedu hzvembuuunﬂ:mplemmnunufbuc
h risks or range. In the category of “Other” States. p g | death at the d ofa tasks, the southern States group and probably
undermining the integrity of the electoral roll. Maharashtra is 38 and Gujarat 53; the rest of the haspital. Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Gujarat need to fine
Instead, the ECI should adopt a more pragmat- data is Punjab 98, Haryana 106 and West Bengal Unfortunately, this has not worked out as tune the quality of their emergency and basic
ic and robust approach by accepting more un- 109. expected since 1992. There are problems such as obstetric care.
iversally available identity documents such as We need to have a differential approach in 66% vacancies of specialists in 5,491 community The Kerala model of a Confidential Review of
Aadhaar, ration cards, and MGNREGA job cards. strategy to reduce maternal deaths in the health centres out of which 2,856 are supposed to | Maternal deaths, initiated by Dr. V.P. Paily, has
The ubiquity of Aadhaar, and its mandatory re- different clusters of States. In this, addressing be FRUs in 744 districts. The lack of blood banks some analytical leads on how Kerala can further
r services, three issues is fundamental. There are “three or blood storage units in these designated FRUs reduce its already low MMR of 20. It is a model
majggsnamdealpmofnrmmmy Similarly, ra- delays” that lead to a mother dying, according to wamd»ermsunﬂurmnymndmnu other southern States can emulate. The use of
tion cards and MGNREGA job cards are vndely Deborah Maine of Columbia University - I had blood ion within two uterine artery clamps on the lower segment,
held, particularly among agrarian inc d this in the training module on ‘Safe hours of the onset of massive bleeding after application of suction canula to overcome
as they are central to India’s welfare initiatives. Motherhood in India’ in 1992, dzhwry leading to fatalities. atonicity of the uterus, and a sharp lookout for
Bihar's historical challenges in birth registration, The biggest killer is bleeding after delivery. and i of amniotic fluid
school s and broader d Key factors that endanger a life This could be due to inadequate and timely bolism, diffused i k lati
mean that a significant number of genuine elec- The first delay is in recognising impending danger contraction of an overstretched uterus with a hepatic failure dary to fatty liver cirrhy
tors may lack any of the 11 indicative documents. and making a decision to rush and seek expert baby of three-kilogram weight floating in amniotic | are strategies taught to obstetricians, which even
The onus is on the state and its institutions, in- care. The husband and other family members fluids. When the placenta is separated after developed countries have yet to practise
cluding the ECI, to facilitate their participation. often experience inertia, thinking that all delivery, the raw opened surfaces of the uterine routinely. They even address antenatal
The current rigid documentary mqumzmcms deliveries are a natural process and so the ; wall will bleed profusely unless it immediately depression and post-partum psychosis as there
plxzanunduzbunknonmtgrs_espmally mother-to-be can wait. Or they may not have The Maternal contracts. From a total reserve of five litres of mafewnsesdmummmhersm
and vl who already enough money or other issues at the family level Mortality Ratio blood, more than half is lost in such a short their life.
ﬁcesgruﬁcmnhmdlsmmmngmmbumm that prevent them from going to a hospital. If the for India is on duration, resulting in the mother going into shock Finally, if there is a commitment and a will to
racy, and risks wids ional level of family members and their the decline, but and death. If there is underlying anaemia, which stop preventable maternal deaths there is no limit
The current Bihar exercise seems to be treating financial position are weak, delaying decision there are States has not been treated with iron folic acid to the varieties of proactive interventions.
every voter as a potential non-citizen unless pro- making is detrimental. But unpuwemd. ha supplements in pregnancy, it will also result in
ven otherwise. To uphold the principle of univer- neighbourhood mothers and women's that need to tragedy. Thus, there is a need for immediate The writer acknowledges inputs on the
sal adult franchise and prevent large-scale exclu- self-help-groups have resulted in a remarkable focus on basic blood transfusion and emergency surgical care. Confidential Review of Maternal Deaths in Kerala
sion, the ECI must urgently reconsider its SIR change; no longer is a mother-to-be neglected by and systemic The next emergency is obstructed labour from Dr. Smithy Sanel, a Spokesperson of the
even as the Supreme Court is due to hear peti- lethargic family members. Ever since Accredited Issues where the contracted bony pelvis of an already Kerala Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaaulngy

tions challenging this exercise. The ECI should
immediately broaden the acceptable forms of
identification, ensuring that all eligible citizens
have the opportunity to exercise their constitu-

tional right to vote.

Batting for prevention
A One Health mme is essential
1o prevent zoonotic spillover

ith two cases of Nipah virus detected
Wmmh#mchdmgmhtahlyuw
ing to the infection - the attention is
rightfully, once again, ona

Rising seas, shifting lives and a test of democratic values

he munslfylng nnpacls of dxmam dnnge
India's in
an emnmnmennl phenomenon and also
profound social and economic rupture. Across
the eastern and western seal communities
that are historically dependent on agriculture,
fishing, and coastal ecosystems are being

disease that could leave havoc in its trail. An ado-
lescent girl from Malappuram succumbed to the
virus on July 1, and a 38-year-old woman from Pa-
lakkad is battling for life in the hospital. In the big
picture, as many as 425 people who are in the
contact lists of the two Nipah-infected persons in
three districts in Kerala have been identified and
are under surveillance. Of these, 228 are from
Malappuram district, where Patient Zero was
identified this time, 110 in Palakkad and 87 in Koz-
hikode. In Palakkad, one contact is being treated
in isolation, while 12 people are currently under-
going treatment in Malappuram - five of them
are in the intensive care unit. One of them tested
negative for the infection, and the results for the
others are awaited. Over 140 of those on the con-
tact list are said to be health workers. While the
health machinery in Kerala is engaged in tracing
the original source of the infection, it is also
tasked, panimlar!y in the three districts of Ma-

dand to trace con-
um.suhmdmmpr!vmtﬁmhuswud con-
tain infection and treat all those who show
India has tod L ouibiaak
of the virus since 2001, a year when 45 of the 66
people infected died in West Bengal. In 2018, it
surged in Kerala, with 17 of the 19 cases with lab-
aramry-cmﬁnned Nipah infection dymg without
to Kerala to re-
pununbztahmgulaﬂynmﬂlm.
What renders even a single case of sij

displaced by rising seas, saltwater intrusion, and
lhe cumulative effects of unregulned
This

s an international
Lawiyer and researcher

workers have little or no access to rights under
India’s labour laws, such as the Building and
Other Construction Workers' (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of Service) Act,
1996) and gendered exploitation (displaced

‘women entering ic work face heigh d

these principles into robust, community-centric
legal immagers pogry

remains lacking.
The story of displacement is also the story of
resilience. Camalcnmmnunes particularly

fcherfall &

risks of abuse, underpayment, and trafficking).

Legal k on climate displ:
The absence ufacokmemlegalﬁ'mzwm'kun

unions and groups, have
resisted ecologically destructive projects with

Protection
tin Kerala, and the Save Satabhaya

concern to get the entire hen.lth-cam maduncy
in a tizzy? Nipah is a transmissible viral infection
with a high mortality rate, ranging between 40%
and 75%, which implies that if the infection
spreads, then, a number of people are likely to
die. Future research might add an effective tool
to the armamentarium to effectively treat Nipah
infections without mortality, but as of now, the
cmn'seofammlsvmedmlympremmand

jon. Nipah is d by
fruit bntswinchmmennmalmsenﬂrsoh!u
virus. Iti
edfnnls bmmorhdmdbyhats m:yphyamle

ling the virus. It is al:
tucastawzn:hﬁnlzyennd:mamdmgerdated
factors, particularly an activity that is

thropogenic
destroying natural habitats, and initiate a robust
One Health programme that will weigh not just
\llpﬂhbula]soml'upathoggnsﬂmmcapabk
of zoonotic spillover, transitioning from animals
to humans and causing great harm.

« @D

pushing displaced populantms into precarious specialising in dimate-induced this crisis.
urban labour markets without legal protection or business and human While Article 21 of the C in Odisha underscore how grass-roots
adequate state support rights, corporate lhenmmllfeandd.g'uty there is no specific bilisations have c 4

In Odisha, once thriving coastal and dd: the rights of those development narratives.
sudlusmﬂlayahavtbemswalbwzdbyﬂu Labour rights fispl by 1 et climate di: , environmental defenders face
sea, forcing villagers to relocate to government Existing frameworks such as the Disaster intimidation, surveillance and criminalisation
resettlement colonies that often fail to provide Management Act, 2005, the Environment which are I to India’s ¢ i 1
sustainable livelihoods. In Karnataka's Honnavar (Protection) Act, 1986, and the Coastal Regulation | commitment to protect the rights to protest and
taluk, traditional fishing communities face Zone (CRZ) Notifications, including the diluted association. New challenges also emerge as
dispossession as ports, tourism projects, and CRZ 2019, are limited either to disaster response climate change is weaponised to justify “managed
mangrove destruction accelerate or uwmmemzl conservation, without retreat” without participatory planning or
degradation. Similar patterns are unfolding in in the soci Is for the displaced.
‘Tamil Nadu's Nagapattinam, Gujarat’s Kutch dimensions of di
region, and the flood-prane lowlands of Kerala. 'meNammlAmonPhnunChmmdw ds a rights-based fi k

(NAPCC) and State Action Plans recogr ition of climate within national
Projects and environmental vulnerability, but lack targeted for the ion and urban planning policies is
Industrial and infrastructural expansion along rehabilitation of displaced populations or essential. There is a need for a rights-based
coastal zones — from port development under the integration into labour marhns zppmad'l that guarantees decent work, housing,
Snpmlahprmgmmmzmmeryprmand The CRZ ion and health care. Labour codes must be
~ have sumﬂmedeumnmdprunmﬂmahubk revised to explicitly extend protections to climate

ecological degradation. Mangrove forests, sand coastal management, has often been critiqued for | migrants, especially in sectors such as
dunes and walands that historically buffered prioritising tourism and industrial development construction and domestic work where
coastal ¢ have been lly over the rights of coastal communities. Across informality is rampant. Similarly, coastal zone
cleared. States, the dilution of zoning lations has led must be revisited to pnonnse

Environmental clearances for many projects to a surge in commercial projects in fragile ecological and
Iﬂwaverlmhd(\nmllanwchlmmnsls,ludug coastal belts, displacing traditional fishing uverwnunmu.lmmmhduscmmmnmno
toa model that i communities without their informed consent - a inable Devel Goal Target

i andsoclal Inerabilities. The pnm:lplzmstmnedmn:lmullawam 87— ehnunmngbrudlahuurandmsm’m
fisplaced ingl: dards. Even d:cemwurkiutall uuun t upon

absorbed into the mlurmal economy as Climate change India’s landmark Labour Codes are silent on the new bilities created by
construction workers, brick kiln labourers and Is affecting specific protections to climate climate displacement.
domestic workers in urban centres such as India’s coastal migrants. R If climate change is the defining challenge of
Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Hyderabad and Mumbai. - | justice jurisprudence from the our era, responding to climate-induced

These migration patterns often result in ith a d Supreme Court of India ~ in M.C. Mehta vs Union displacement must be at the core of India’s
systemic labour exploitation, which include debt | WIth @ deep of India (1987) and Indian Council for Enviro-Legal | adaptation strategy. Protecting the rights, dignity,
bondage (displaced families take wage advances | Social and Action vs Union of India (1996) - has recognised | and livelihoods of those most impacted is not just
to survive, tying them into exploitative labour economic the intrinsic link b the and | necessity. It is a test of India’s
conditions); lack of legal protections (informal impact fundamental human rights. Yet, the lation of | d c | values

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Plight of the poor missing, defies all deep poignancy of the leading lawyer, saying
Are we a police state? In imagination. He was just a rights of the poor in India. “there is no respite for the
Tamil Nadu, the i poor man working as a One is reminded of Bernard | poor in India” It is not
unleashed by the police on security guard in a temple. Shaw's quote, “The greatest | enough that the Ministers
Ajith Kumar, who was The poor are undoubtedly evils and the worst of console the family which
finished off on mere worse off in this so-called crimes is poverty..." One has been shattered.
suspicion of being linked to | welfare state. The brutal also remembers Somnath N.G.R. Prasad,
an incident of some jewels custodial death evokes a Chatterjee, a Manxist and a Chennsi

- @ D | S

Musk vs Trump or more?
Elon Musk has caused more
than a ripple in American R.K Jal
politics. Yet, one must ask
whether his political move
is a fight for ideals or
personal vendetta. We wait
to see whether it will

reshape politics or fizzle out
as a fleeting tempest.

in,
Barwani, Madhya Pradesh
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address
and the full name.
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Ahead of COP30, Bonn climate
talks fumble the pressure test

The gathering set the groundwork for COP30 in Brazil. Bevond setting the agenda, the talks could be considered a litmus test to gauge how seriously
countries are committed to implementing past pledges and how prepared they are to scale up ambition in the face of a shrinking climate window

Indu K. Murthy

s the world braces for another
climate summit in November
this year, the Subsidiary Bodies
meeting in Bonn, Germany,
brought together negotiators, scientists,
policymakers, and civil society actors to
tackle the complex, behind-the-scenes
work that shapes the outcome of the
Conference of the Parties (COP) summit.

Held annually in Bonn, this mid-year
gathering sets the technical and political
groundwork for the ensuing COPs, with
the 30th Session of the COP (COP30)
scheduled for later this year in Belém,
Brazil. Beyond setting the agenda, Bonn
could be considered a litmus test to gauge
how seriously countries are committed to
implementing past pledges and how
prepared they are to scale up ambition in
the face of a rapidly dosing climate
window.

Sadly, this year's Bonn conference was
marked by delays, deep disagreements,
and mounting frustration, especially over
procedural priorities and climate finance.
As global temperatures continue to break
records, the urgency to act was palpable
— as was the resistance to revisiting
entrenched political differences.

Delayed start, deep divisions

The conference got off to a slow start as
agenda adoption, a procedural step, was
stalled by disputes over finance and trade
measures. The Like-Minded Develop

Members of the G-T7/China huddie to find a way forward on the Global Goal on Adaptation, on June 26. ISD/ENE - KIARA WORTH

thus ¢ i Countries including

Countries (LMDCs, including India)
demanded the inclusion of Article 9.1 of
the Paris Agreement, which obligates
developed countries to provide climate
finance and uni trade

Australia warned against micromanaging
expert groups tasked with technical work,
while o!hels demanded dlear guidance
andtlghl timelines. Towards the end of
agreedona

such as carbon border taxes, on the
agenda. India, along with the LMDCs,
continues to see carbon border taxes as
unfair, undermining principles of equity
and common but differentiated
responsibilities.

Both these propositions were oppased
by developed nations, particularly the
European Union, which argued that
finance issues were being addressed
under other agenda items. Eventually, a
compromise was reached to address
these issues: not as standalone agnda

parties
glnbaliv appllmbln headline indicator set,
which would be complemented by
regionally or nationally tailored
context-specific sub-indicators. Guidance
on indicators to reflect the means of
implementation wasn't agreed on,
however.

‘Safe space’ debate

The Mitigation Work Programme (MWP) —
created to scale up action to meet the 1.5
C target — also came under scrutiny.
whll(' many parties acknowledged the

items but through informal 1l
Disappointed with developed countries’
reluctance to discuss the legal obligations
to provide financial support to developing
countries, the LMDCs stated their

of dial under the MWP,
several questioned its ability to deliver
actual emissions reductions.
The debate between parties was on
how a constructive and inclusive

to revisit this jous issue
at COP30.

This prolonged deadlock delayed the
start of formal negotiations by nearly two
days and underscored the persistent
divide. While developing nations pushed
for historical responsibilities to be

1 dged and P
developed countries advocated
forward-looking frameworks and
voluntary support mechanisms.

An elusive agreement
One of the most intensely negotiated
themes at Bonn was the Global Goal on
Adaptation, which aims to reduce
vulnerability to climate change, enhance
adaptive capacity, and strengthen
n:sxln:nce There were also discussions on
the National Ad: ion Plan

a.k.a. safe space, could be
provided for the MWP discussions: some
advocated a push to ramp up ambitions,
while olhers wamed to limit their scope.

This vear's Bonn conference was
marked by delays, deep
disagreements, and mounting
frustration, especially over
procedural priorities and climate
finance. As | temperatures
continue to break records. the
urgency to act was palpable. as
was the resistance to revisiting
entrenched political differences

about how the Santiago Network — a UN
initiative linking vulnerable developing
nations with technical support to tackle
climate impacts, focusing on loss and
damage reduction — would operate

knowledge systems, and
gender-responsive budgeting were also
discussed.

Climate finance gridlock
Climate finance loomed large across
almost every negotiation track. The issues
of how much funding is available, where
itis going, where it will go, and how
predictable it is remained a recurring
theme across discussions on adaptation,
mitigation, and L&D.
The presidency-led consultation on the

‘Baku to Belem’ roadmap aims to
operationalise a target to mobilise $1.3
trillion annually in climate finance. But
deep disagreements emerged over the
structure of finance - grants vs. loans,
puhhc v. private, and mitigation v.

continued to cloud ~ and who should be held

In this session, interventions by responsible for raising the money.
ohservers emphasised the need to Developing countries pushed for
consider non-economic L&D, scale up and clear burden-shari
finance, and align L&D efforts with frameworks developed countries,
human rights obligations. India and other | with the G77 and China calling for
developing countries called for tackling systemic barriers to finance.
streamlining access to technical support Small Island Developing States,
and adequate and scaled-up funding for represented by AOSIS, demanded

Developing countri ised that
many m them have already set ambitious
Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) targets but lack the financial and
technical support to implement them.

The LMDC, including India, and the
African and Arab Groups, warned against
the MWP being used to impose new
commitments and urged that it remain a
facilitative, non-punitive process. The
Philippines called for the MWP to
facilitate, promote, and enhance
international cooperation.

Further, a proposal was made to
devclop a digital platform to share
igation tools and experiences. While

progress into the goal, which the
G77+China rooted for.

One of the key drawbacks of the goal
thus far has been the lack of metrics. At
Bonn, about 490 indicators from a list of
nearly 9,000 were shortlisted, with the
aim of consolidating them further to
about 100. These indicators will be used
to track adaptation actions under health,
water, agriculture, and infrastructure,
among others. India emphasised that
adaptation must not be assessed through
a uniform lens and backed indicators that
are flexible, context-sensitive, and don't
overburden national reporting.

However, differences and tensions
arose over whether and how to include
indicators on the means of
implementation, including finance,
capacity, and technology transfer. Many
developing countries and regional blocs,
such as the African Group and
Independent Alliance of Latin America
and the Caribbean (AILAC), stressed that
without finance related indicators,
adaptation efforts will remain an
unfunded mandate.

However, countries like Japan and
Australia pushed back against including
finance-related indicators. Additionally,
the African Group and AILAC were
opposed to including indicators to track
domestic finance allocation and
development assistance, while Australia
supported their inclusion, emphasising
the importance of tracking national
adaptation processes.

The process to refine indicators was

o

Brazil, supported by Egypt, argued that
this could help connect fragmented
initiatives, the Alliance of Small Island
Sxams and the EU cautioned about the

to cli induced losses.

In discussions under the Just Transition
Work Programme, parties emphasised
that just transition must be anchored in
equity, development rights, and national
contexts. Social dialogue, labour rights,
ad P )

especially that of Indigenous Peoples,
were highlighted as foundational to just
transition. parties also ﬁagged

earmarked and fast-disbursing funds
tailored to their unique vulnerabilities.
The Least Developed Countries sought a
tripling of adaptation finance by 2030
compared to 2022 levels and a greater
reliance on grants. Several groups,
including AILAC, the Environmental
Integrity Group, and the Arab Group, also
stressed the importance of tracking
progress; scaling non-debt instruments;
and i ing revenue streams, such as

economic impacts of
such as carbon border taxes (tariffs
imposed on imported goods based on
their carbon footprint) and trade barriers,
and the role of critical minerals in energy

taxes on financial transactions. The EU
nmcdlhcnecdl’unhcmadnupmbca
transparent pl:nhrm engaging external

transition. parties agreed to address these
issues through linked agenda items, and
this would remain a bone of contention at
COP30.

A new dispute cmnrgtd at Bonn in

of existing pl which with the devel ofa
could take attention away from scaling up | new Gender Action Plan. There were
ambitions. differences of opinion on terminology

L&D, just transition, gender

The review of the Warsaw International
Mechanism on Loss and Damage (L&D)
made some headway, with proposals
emerging on integrating L&D into NDCs
and streamlining technical assistance.
However, funding gaps and

(gender diversity and intersectionality).
Key areas of focus proposed for the Plan
included unpaid care work, sexual and
reproductive health, and addressing

nd building on existing

initiatives.

Taken together, these inputs reflect a
clear call for an inclusive and accountable
roadmap that's responsive to diverse
regional needs.

Meanwhile, concerns emerged over the
credibility of ex-ante finance reporting by
developed countries on their planned
financial contributions, per Article 9.5 of
the Paris Agreement. Several developing
countries highlighted discrepancies
between planned or promised

gender-based violence, signalling the
need for a framework that responds to
evolving realities. In this context, the roles

L4

CHAR OF THE SBSTA

of gender-di i data, traditional

L
~

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Simon Stiell speaks with Adonia Ayebare, SBSTA Chair, and Julla Gardiner,
SBI Chalr, at the Bonn climate talks. 11S0/ENS . KWSAWORTH

contributions and actual disb
and called for reforms to improve
transparency and accountability.

On the service arrangements of the
Adaptation Fund: parties led by AOSIS
requested that the World Bank, currently
an Interim Trustee of the Fund, be named
the Permanent Trustee of the Adaptation
Fund.

With COP30 in Belém just months
away, the Bonn Climate Conference was
both a teaser and a pressure test. On the
positive side, parties made incremental
pmgrtss on technical wutksucams like

ion indicators,
frameworks, and Article 6 (on cnupemlw
mechanisms). But the underlying political
tensions around equity and finance
remain unresolved. Bonn 2025 reaffirmed
that while the science is unequivocal,
politics will determine the pace of action.

(Indu K. Murthy leads the Climate,
Environment, and Sustainability sector at
the Centre for Study of Science, Technology
and Policy, a research-based think tank.
indukmurthy@cstep.in)

Sanitation workers cleaning a road are enveloped
by smog in Gurugram. PTi

Air pollution
tied to preterm
births, low
birth weight

in India: study

Geetha Srimathi

Air pollution, a hazard endured everyday
by millions across India in varying
degrees, has long been associated witha
range of respiratory diseases, heart
conditions, and a growing list of health
issues. Now, a new study reveals the
damaging effects of air pollution extend
far beyond the lungs and heart, affecting
people before they are even born.

Published in PLoS Global Public
Health, the study was carried out by
researchers from institutions in India,
Thailand, Ireland, and the UK, with data
from the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) along with satellite data. The team
assessed the influence of ambient air
quality on birth outcomes, specifically
preterm births (PTB) and low birth weight
(LBW). The dataset included children
aged O to 5 years; 52% were female and
48% male.

The results suggest that exposure to
fine particulate matter (PM2.5) during
pregnancy significantly increases the
likelihood of these adverse outcomes.
PMZ.5 consists of airborne particles less
than 2.5 micrometres in diameter.

According to the study, mothers
exposed to increased levels of PM2.5 had
a 70% higher chance of delivering
prematurely compared to those who
weren't exposed. The odds of giving birth
to a baby with low birth weight rase by
40% for mothers who faced higher air
pollution levels.

Northern states at higher risk

A particularly significant finding in the
study is the regional disparity:
specifically, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, and Bihar bear the brunt of the
consequences of air pollution. These
regions are known for being heavily
industrialised with high vehicular
emissions and the widespread use of solid

Higher PM2.5 duri ancy
increased the likelihood of both
LBW and PTB by L.37x and L67x,
respectively, with even a slight
rise in temperature linked to an
increase in LBW cases

fuels for cooking.

This conclusion aligns with previous
reports. Another recent study in The
Lancet reported that the average PM2.5
concentration in Delhi was 13.8-times
higher than that in Kerala.

PTB was most prevalent in Himachal
Pradesh (39%) and Delhi (17%), while LEW
was maost common in Punjab (22%) and
Delhi (19%). Female children were more
likely to be born with LBW (20%)
compared to males (17%) - although both
conditions were found to be more
frequent among children of illiterate and
poorer mothers.

Households that used solid fuel to cook
also reported higher rates of both LBW
and PTB.

Higher levels of PM2.5 during
pregnancy significantly increased the
likelihood of both LBW and PTB by 1.37x
and 1.67x, respectively, with even a slight
rise in temperature linked to an increase
in LBW cases, though not PTB.

Higher temperatures have previously
been linked to maternal dehydration, heat
stress, and increased cardiovascular
strain, all of which impair placental
function and disrupt foetal growth.
Conversely, excessive rainfall, especially
during the monsoon, raises the risk of
waterborne infections, which can further
hinder foetal growth, the study suggests.

Flooding and displacement associated
with heavy rains can also disrupt
healthcare access, leading to delayed
medical interventions and increasing the
likelihood of pregnancy complications.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page'
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Space war: U.S. President Donald Trump makes an announcement regarding the Golden Dome, next to U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth, in the White House In Washington, D.C., LS., on May 20. REUTERS

On the Golden Dome: how Trump’s
missile shield tests space law

Such a shield would involve deplovi

a constellation of satellite interceptors, potentially armed with kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to form a

protective layer over the US. This has left India, a key US. partner in space situational awareness, tactically aligned but normatively conflicted

1 .

rom golden citadels to divine
shields, rulers across time have
dreamt of impregnable security.
But in every age, these
ambitions have either collapsed undﬂ'

establishment of military bases,
installations and fortifications, the testing
of any type of weapons and the conduct
of military manoeuvres on celestial
bodies shall be forbidden.” The use of
military personnel for scientific research
or any olhm' peaccful purposes isn't

their own weight or have p k
greater instability. In 20‘25 this ancient
dream went to orbit.

In May, U.S. President Donald Trump
unveiled a bold new national defence
initiative called the “Golden Dome”, a
$175-billion space-based missile shield
designed to fend off ballistic, hypersonic,
and orbital threats. The plan involves
deploying a constellation of satellite
interceptors, potentially armed with
kinetic or directed-energy weapons, to
form a protective layer over the U.S.

Framed as a defence move, the project
has sparked concerns worldwide for its
geopolitical ramifications as well as for its
implications under international space
law. In particular, the Golden Dome
challenges the Outer Space Treaty’s
limits, raises constitutional concerns
within the U.S,, and puts pressure on key
strategic partners such as India.

Loophole or legal red line?
At the heart of the legal debate is Article
1V of the Outer Space Treaty (OST), 1967.
1t prohibits placing “nuclear weapons or
other weapons of mass destruction” in
orbit or stationing them “in outer space in
any other manner”. It further mandates
that celestial bodies shall be used
“exclusively for peaceful pu

The language of Article IV, particularly
its explicit focus on Weapons of Mass
Dcslmctlun (WMDs), has creatcd a

p The use of any
equipment or facility necessary to
peacefully explore the moon and other
celestial bodies is also not prohibited
(Article IV).

Because the Golden Dome’s
interceptors are not classified as WMDs,
they don't violate the letter of Article IV
per se. There are a few concerns
nonetheless. In arms control, the
practical outcome must always take
precedence over the technical details or
official dassifications of a weapon. This
means what a weapon is called matters
far less than its actual strategic effect.

For instance, if kinetic interceptors are
used to disable or destroy missiles or
satellites, their impact could
fundamentally alter the balance of power
in space. This capability could create a
dangerous first-strike advantage for one
nation, thereby eroding the principle of
mutual deterrence, which relies on the
threat of retaliation to prevent an attack.
Such a development would undermine
the core goal of arms control treaties,
which is to foster stability through
restraint, and could trigger a significant
and destabilising shift in the dynamics of
power in outer space.

UN General |

the inherent capability to be instantly
repurposed to neutralise an adversary’s
vital communication or surveillance
satellites. This inherent uncertainty risks
inflaming suspicion and driving
miscalculation, especially during
heightened crises involving major space
powers like China and Russia, both of

of outer space. If the U.S. crosses this
threshold without facing legal
repercussions, China, Russia, and other
actors are likely to follow suit. This could
trigger a destabilising cycle of orbital
arms races, forcing smaller nations to
resort to asymmetric capabilities, such as
cyhcranads. Jjamming or even the

of debris in orbit.

which have already explicitly cond i
the proposed deployment.

Partners in crossfire

India, a rising space power and a key U.S.
partner in satellite tracking and space
situational awareness, now finds itself
tactically aligned but normatively
conflicted. Quiet cooperation in areas like
debris monitoring could tacitly link India
to the Golden Dome’s strategic
ecosystem. However, India is also a vocal
champion of peaceful space use. It has
consistently supported PAROS resolutions
and has positioned itself as a leader of the

Such developments would not only
weaken the OST's authority but could also
unravel the fragile consensus that has
governed space for over half a century. In
the absence of updated and enforceable
treaties, outer space risks becoming a
legal grey zone or, worse, a battlefield
governed by force rather than law.

Thus, the Golden Dome is more than a
military gamble or a political spectacle.
It’s a legal inflection point for space
governance in the 2ist century. It exposes
loopholes in a 58-year-old treaty, reveals
structural weaknesses in domestic

Global South in advocating for equitabl
and demilitarised space governance.
Supporting or even appearing to
tolerate the Golden Dome could
undermine that credibility, damaging
India's image as a responsible spacefaring
nation and a potential norm-setter in
future treaty negotiations. Conversely,
non-cooperation might strain its growing
strategic ties with Washington. This
dilemma becomes even more
consequential in the context of India’s
pending Space Activities Bill, which will

shape how the country defines and
lates dual-use
under the Prevention of an Arms Race in private-sector participation, and treaty
Outer Space (PAROS) Treaty, while lacking | compliance.

legal enforceability, have successfully
established an interpretive norm against

hole for ¢ the militarisation of space. The
space. The term pmccful purposes has deployment of space-based interceptors,
been subject to various intery; herefore, directly thi this norm
with some nations claiming that it permits | and could trigger a cascade of similar
all non-aggressive military use, while actions by other nations.
others insist it implies complete These systems are plagued by dual-use
demilitarisation. ambiguity. A kinetic interceptor,

The treaty further states: “The

ostensibly for missile defence, possesses

The Golden Dome is thus more thana
U.S. palicy issue: it’s a litmus test for
India's own legal and diplomatic posture
and could significantly influence the
direction and content of the Space
Activities Bill.

Less than golden precedent
The broader concern is that the Golden
Dome will normalise the weaponisation

ight, and und s the urgent
and immediate need for modern legal
instruments that can keep pace with
technological realities.

Strategic partners, such as India, along
with like-minded spacefaring nations,
should notably push to clarify and
modemise the OST, espedially the parts
pertaining to dualuse and conventional
space-hased weapons. Advocacy for
legally binding instruments on the
non-deployment of weapons in space is of
paramount importance. This pursuit of
international agreements, which play a
cruclal role, should bc cumplcmnlcd b)

mechanisms for mlluary space pm;ecls tn
reduce ambiguity and mistrust.

It's also crucial that national laws, such
as India's Space Activities Bill, mdude
clear guidelines for defence
in space, fostering responsible practices
both domestically and globally.

Shrawani Shagun is pursuing a PhD at
National Law University, Delhi, focusing on
environmental sustainability and space
governance.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

With South African captain Wiaan Mulder scoring an unbeaten 367 on
Monday, a quiz on triple centurions in Test cricket

V.V. Ramanan [N

QUESTION 4
[ In @ rare occurrence, the
QUESTION 1 teams that played in the

As of July 7,2025, 29
batters have notched up

first two England-india
Tests in the current serles

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
daily quiz: 1. This revolutionary group in Bengal
served as a militant wing of the Anushilan Samiti. Ans:
Jugantar

2. This revolutionary died fighting British forces on the
banks of the Buribalam river in Odisha in 1915. Ans:

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“Last week you talked about the
expression ‘throw someone for a loop’”

“Yes, that's right."

“Well, Sujatha says it's wrong. She says
that the expression is ‘in the loop™."

“‘In the loop’ and ‘throw someone for
aloop’ have two different meanings.
When you throw someone for a loop,
you..”

“..you surprise or confuse someone. |
know that”

“I'm glad you remember. When you
say that someone is ‘in the loop’, it means
that the person is “part of a group of
people who make decisions about
important subjects’”

“So, if a person is ‘in the loop’, he/she
is part of an inner circle. Is that what you
are saying?"

“Exactly! For example, I can say, if you
want to know what's happening, ask
Rajagopal. As the chairman of the Board,
he is in the loop”

“Our local MLA hasn’t a clue as to what
the Chief Minister is up to. I don't think he
is in the loop.”

“Good example. Do you know what the
opposite of ‘in the loop’ is?”

“Is it ‘off the loop™?”

“No, it’s ‘out of the loop’. You could
have said our local MLA is out of the loop
on policy decisions.”

“Everyone at school knows that the
Vice-Principal is out of the loop.”

“The Finance Minister claims that he
was out of the loop and doesn't know
who gave the order to increase the price
of petrol”

“If the Finance Minister was out of the
loop, who was in the loop, then?”

“Good question. Anyway, that was just
an example. I hope that the present
Finance Minister is in the loop, not out of
i

“So does everyone else in the country.
By the way, did you look at the
photographs that my father took last
week?”

“1 saw them. 1 didn't really look at
them. Why do you...?"

“...wait a minute! You mean to tell me
there is a difference between ‘look at’ and
‘spe'?"

“Yes, there is. When you 'look at”
something, you pay attention to what you
are seeing."

“In other words, you concentrate.”

“Exactly. Whatever you do, you do so
deliberately. For example, I looked at the
painting for half an hour”

“I looked at the little girl crossing the
street — in this case, it would mean that [
paid particular attention to her?”

“That's right. If on the other hand, you
say ‘I saw the young girl cross the street’,
it could mean that you accidentally saw
the girl.”

"What do you mean accidentally?”

“It means that you weren't paying any
particular attention to her. She just
happened to come in your line of vision,
so you ended up seeing her”

“But tell me, is there a difference
between ‘look at’ and ‘watch'? | mean,
can I say..”

“..yes, there is a difference between
“watch’ and 'look at”. But we'll talk about
it next time."

Published in The Hindu on March 4, 1997.

Word of the day

Desultory:

marked by lack of a definite plan or regularity or
purpose; jumping from one thing to anather

Bagha Jatin (Jatindranath Mukherjee)
3. The Chittagong Armoury Rald of 1930 was led by

had a batter who had
scored a 300+ for his

31 triple centuries. Who

was the first to achieve Usage: 4 fow peapie were dancing in o
e fashion,

the feat? team. Name both, which this revolutionary. Ans: Surya Sen
a a 4. This revolutionary was hanged for the Writers' T -
QUESTION 2 QUESTION § Bullding attack in 1931 Ans: Dinesh Gupta Pronunciation: newsth live/desultorypro

5. This person founded the Communist Consolidation,
@ political group formed by inmates of the Cedlular Jail
In 1935, Ans: Hare Krishna Konar

6. Acharya’s dissatisfaction with Congress politics led

Apart from Don Bradman
and Virender Sehwag,

which other batters have
scored two triple tons in

What connects
Headingley in Leeds and
Antigua Recreation
Ground In St. John's?

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /des.altfe) i, /dez.aleia) i

Tests? a him to write for this leftist publication. Ans: Freedom

S QUESTION 6 (an anarchist periodical)

QUESTION 3 What is common to the 7. The legal charge against the defendants in the

Like Mulder, name the triple tons scored by Meerut Conspiracy Case under the Indian Penal Code. For feedback and suggestions for
two Aslan stars who were | Graham Gooch, Sanath N Ans: Section 121A - Conspiracy to wage war Text & Context, please write to
also helming their team Jayasurlya, Michael Visusl question: against the King letters@thehindu.co.in

Clarke and Brendon This image Is from the 319 notched up by Virender Sehwag in 2008. What is special
McCullum? about the knock? v. GaNEsas

% »
K

Visual: identify this man. Ans: Asaf All
Early Birds: Nobody got all the correct answers

with the subject ‘Teat & Context’

»

while getting a triple
hundred?
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Law on phone-tapping, and two HC rulings

In separate cases, the Delhi and Madras High Courts looked into whether the government can tap phones of suspects before a crime is committed

AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHI JULY 7

inally meant for intercepting telegrams, but
over the years it has been expanded to in-
clude telephonic conversations, Section 5(2)
of the Act states that both state and central

CANTHE tapthe of sus-
pects to gather evidence before a crime is
committed? Last week, in two separate
cases, the Madras and the Delhi High Courts

can, “on the of any
public emergency, or in the interest of the

The High Court rulings
Both the Madras and Delhi High Court
cases involved “preventing incitement to
the commission of an offence”, which is one
of the valid grounds in law for authorising
phonnc :applng
ot "

rised interception of his phone on the suspi-
cion that he was attempting to bribe a pub-
lic official,

Justice Amit Mahajan stated in his order
that given the contract was for Rs 2,149.93
crore, “the economic scale of the offence, in

public safety”,

Given that the right to free speech and the

P na
ture of economic offences to determine if

pave v.lrymx answers to this qxsﬁm right to privacy are fund, | rights, any
What isthe ol encroach on these rights through sur-  lic emergency” or
and how have High ourts ? veillance is only narrow con-  safety.” While the Delhi High
stitutional grounds, Court upheld the interception
The law on tapping These grounds — the interest of the sov-  order, the Madras High Court

The government's powers to intercept
communication is laid down in — and cir-
cumscribed by — three pleces of legislation.

W The Indian Post Office Act, 1898 allows

ereignty, and integrity of India; the security
of the state; friendly relations with foreign
states; public order; or prrvmlmg incite-
ment toth ffence — are

“public

quashed it.

DELHIHC: On June 26, the Delhi High
Court rejected the plea of an accused who
chall datrial ‘s order ace

for the interception of ¢ ation
through post;

W The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 is used
for tapping voice calls; and

W The Information Technology Act, 2000
governs the interception of WhatsApp mes-
sages, emails, etc,

The 140-year-old Telegraph Act was orig-

as " tions™ un-

idence gathered by the Central Bureau al

der Article 19(2) of the C
Section 5(2)of the Act

CBI) through phone-tapping,

grounds for authorising interception, For ac-
tions to be deemed a threat to “public emer-
gency, or in the interest of the public safety”
and allow for interception, they have to neces-

sarily

ALLABOUT THE UAE'SNEW GOLDEN
VISASCHEME FOR INDIANS

THE UNITED ARAB Emirates (UAE) gov-
ernment has introduced a new type of
golden visa for residents of India and
Bangladesh who seek life term residency
in the country.

The new program, which is based on
nomination, will award the UAE's,
visa for life for a fee of AED 100,000
(around Rs 23,3 lakh ), PTT reported. It will
also do away with the current require-
ment of investing in property whose
value should be at Jeast AED 2 million (Rs
4,66 crore), or investing a large sum in
business in the UAE.

What are visas?
Individuals seeking to migrate to a
country are typically required to fulfil cri-

PMModi and UAE's President
Sheikh Mohammed bin Al
Nahyan in 2017, Reuters

artists, and athletes can also apply.

teria such as a educational
qualification and/ or an offer letter from

Sowhat e
Sources told P71 that the new nomi-

The case related to the accused allegedly
secking to secure a sub-contract for the re-
development of the ITPO complex into an

Cum-C
Centre through corrupt means, In 2017, the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had autho-

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHLJULY 7

HOWWAS the Milky Way formed? Does our
Solar Systern have a ninth planet? Is there an
asteroid that can pose a threat to Earth?
What are dark energy and dark matter?
These are some of the questions that the
Vera C Rubin Observatory, which released its
first test images last month, is expected to
answer. Located 8,684 feet above sea level
atop the Cerro Pachén mountain in the
Chilean Andes, the observatory will provide
comprehensive images of mr night sl(y un-

like anythi

a company to work there, This process
can be teclious and might take years,

A golden visa bypasses such require-
ments, and hedgeson an individual's abil-
ity to pay a significant sum of money to
the host country, which can be in the
form of investments in government

visa holders with lfetime residency in the
UAE, as opposed to the current policy of
between five and 10 years, For instance,
golden visa-holders in the real estate in-
vestor category may only enjoy residency
status for the duration of thelr project.

bonds and real estate, etc. Applicants under the new program can
Some countries offer a“golden pass-  obtainthe approval for the gokden visa from
port”, which is another route to gain cit-  theircountry and do not have to visit Dubsl,
{zenship by investment, Rayad Kamal Ayub, managing director of
. B !lu- Rayad Group consultancy, which has

The UAE's golden visa awards resi-  of the program, told P11,

dency in the country for a period of be-
tween five and 10 years to eligible candi-
dates without the need for a sponsor.

It allows “residents, forelgn exp,

“After getting the Golden Visa, one

gets the freedom to bring his or her fam-
ily members to Dubal,” he said.
L

ates and their families to come to work,
live and study in the country, and to have
the possibility of enjoying a long-term
residency”, according to the website of
the UAE's Federal Authority for identity,
Citizenship, Customs & Port Security.

To recetve the golden visa, candidates
should be public investors, investors in
real estate or entrepreneurs, “Eminent
persons” such as doctors, sclentists,

A 87 01 87501

000

Itancy will check the apphi-

The
cant’s background, inchuding anti-money
laundering and criminal record checks,
and their social media,

“The background check will also show

if and how the applicant can benefit the
UAE's market and business activities in
any other way, such as culture, finance,
trade, sclence, start-+ uaplduslund Serv-
ices, ete.” Rayad Kamal
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Atechnical marvel

The centreplece of the observatory is the
Simonyi Survey Telescope, This device is
unique for three main reasons,

WIDE FIELD OF VIEW: Astronomers
typically use the size of the visible surface of
the full Moon to describe a telescope’s field
of view. The Hubble Space Telescope ob-
serves around 1% of the full Moon's disc. and

the James Webb Space Telescope around 75%
~ using such telescopes s Hke looking into
space through a straw.

The Rubin’s telescope, however, is so
wide-eyed that iteffectively observes an area
of the sky equivalent to at least 40 full Moans
arranged next to one another. This is made

ible due to its distinct design compris-
ing three differently curved mirrors: a pri-
mary mirror with a diameter of B4 metres, a
secondary mirror with a diameter of 3.5 m,
and atertiary mirror with a diameter of 5m.

The primary mirror captures celestial
light and reflects it upward to the secondary
mirtor, The secondary mirror then bounces
the light to the tertiary mirror, which is the
inner part of the primary mirror. From here,
the light is sent up into a camera at the cen-
tre of the secondary mirror. This complex
light path allows the camera to capture a
large slice of the sky in a single image.

LARGEST DIGITAL CAMERA: The tele-
scope has the largest digital camera in the
world, It is the size of a small car, weighs
2800 kg, and boasts a staggering resolution
of 3200 megapixels (the latest iPhone 16 Pro
Max has a 48-megapixel camera ), The cam-
era can produce an image so rich in detail
that it would take a wall of 400 ultrahigh-
definition TV screens to display it in full,

Also, the telescope is designed in such a

EXPLAINED

of this Court, satisfies the thresh-
old of public safety”.

“The threat posed by cor-
ruption cannot be under-
stated, Corruption has a per-
vasive impact on a nation's
economy and the same can
impact anything from infrastructural devel-
opment to resource allocation. Corruption
by a public servant has far-reaching conse-
quences as it serves to not only erode pub-
lic trust and cast aspersions on the integrity
of public institutions, but also renders the
public at large susceptible and vulnerable
by threatening the economic safety of the

phone of an accused in a bribery case, The
accused was allegedly attempting to pay a
bribe of Rs 50 lakh to a senior Income Tax of-
ficer to help the accused hide undisclosed
taxable income,

Justice Anand Venkatesh in his order
stated that a “puhlk emrmmty" must be

rrowly. In the 'S case,

the MHA's ohjcmvcludcalmlh tax rv.mm
would not qualify as a “public ney”
under Section 5(2) of the Act, the court said,

The court also flagged in its order a press
note that was released by the Press
Information Bureau in April 2011, four
months before the MHA order, saying that
the law does not allow the monitoring of
conversations through phone-tapping “to
merely detect tax evasion”,

Additionally, the court said that the
phone-tap was unlawful since it did not com-
phy with the procedural standards set by the

country,” the High Court said, Supreme Court ina 1997 ruling.
MADRAS HC: The Madras High Court on ()n.lphmﬂ.lpmmlsduhmiunb«
July 2 quashed an der issued

by the MHA in 2011 for intercepting the

ful,any
cannot be treated as evidence ina court uﬂ.m

Its eye on dark mysteries, Rubin will
reveal the cosmos like never before

WHAT OBSERVATORY IN CHILE WILL EXPLORE

Rubink Simonyi Survey Telescope, which has the world's largest camera

ve an area of the sky equivalent © 40 full m

MILKY WAY
STRUCTURE
Rubinwill create a
detalled map of
our galaxy to
ascertain how it
was formed.

DARKMATTER &
DARK ENERGY
Itwill help
scientists better
understand the
nature of these
substances.

way that |I\ccamcr.l s image sensors [whk‘h
convert |

v armanged in a line

THE CHANGING
SKY

1t will build the
most detailed
time-lapse view
of the cosmos
ever generated.

CENE

Rubin is expected
todiscover
millions of new
asterolds and
comets.

around 10 mlnulﬂ to adjust their pmmun

digital images) will help ulrnluh lwl nb-
Jects 100 million times dimmer than those
visible to the naked eye. This makes the cam-

thousands of ldlometres away.

The camera has six filters designed to
capture light from different parts of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum, This will help as-
tronomers gather information about various
celestial objects based on the type of light
they emit. For instance, young and hot stars
emit ultraviolet light, whereas faint and dis-
tant red galaxies appear in infrared light.

RAPID MOVEMENT: It is not easy to
move large telescopes. They usually take

hat sensitive

not wobble around during the

Procedural norms

Inits landmark 1997 ruling in People's
Union Of Civil Liberties vs Unian Of India, the
Supreme Court examined the constitutional
validity of Section 5(2) of the Telegraph Act.
Whileit uphrmhr law, the court laid down

for it

The SC said that an order for phone tap-
ping can be issued only by the home secre-
tary of the state and central governments,
and that this power cannot be delegated to
officers below the rank of joint secretary.

The authorising authority mast also con-
sider whether the information could “rea-
sonably be acquired by other means”,

Within two manths of ordering a phone
tap. abinet sec-
retary, the law secretary and the telecom sec-
retary shall review the order, At the state Jevel,
the committee shall comprise the chief sec-
retary, law secretary and another member
other than the home secretary.

The scrutiny by the board has also been
included under Rule 419-A (17) of the
Telegraph Rules.

“In a traditional observation, you decide
on a target in a part of the sky and you take
your telescope there, As we [the Rubin
Observatory| are going to scan the whole sky,
we will not start lmul.uhld point A. and

itions.
We have instead built a script that will de-
cide where to point at what time in the
night,” Kshitija Kelkar, a senior operations
specialist at the Rubin Observatory, told The
Indian Express on a video call,

Revolution in making

The Vera Rubin Observatory will con-
stantly scan the sky of the southern hemi-
sphere for 10 years, gathering 20 terabytes
of astronomical data each night. The obser-
vatory's software will automatically com-
pare new images with older ones and gen-
erate an estimated 10 million alerts per night
for each change detected in the sky.

Scientists hope that this treasure trove of
data will help solve some of the biggest mys-
teries of the universe, and discover numerous
celestial objects such as comets and asteroids,
Dnjunr 23, when ihcnn( test images of the

atthe
Rubin Olnclvala-y said that its software had
identified 2,104 brand-new asteroids — in-
cluding seven near-Earth objects — with
merely 10 hours of engineering data,

Th 'y is expecs k
more than five million asteroids, and roughly
100,000 near-Earth objects over the next 10
years, tripling nxw; mvvmoty Tt will be-
© the year,

Jake Kml.mder a researcher at the
University of Washington, told Earth.com, *it
took 225 years of astronomical observations
todetect the first 15 million asteroids. ., Rubin
will double that mumber in less than a year”

The observatory will also play a crucial
role in our dge about the

ure atter and dark energy. While

Scientists have to plan what they
serve, and when, in advance.

The Simonyi Survey Telescope is the
fastest-slewing tebescope in the workd, and
takes just five seconds to move and settle
from one target to another, This speed is due
to the telescope’s compact structure (owing
to the three-mirror design ), and its mount
which floats on a film of oil.

Such speed will allow the telescope to
snap up to 1,000 images a night, meaning it
can capture the whole sky in just three days,
Unlike other observatories, scientists at
Rubin will not have to choose their targets,

galades, stars, and planets make up 5% of the
universe, dark energy makes up about 68%,
and dark matter about 27%,

for decades — the observatory Is named after
American astronomer Vera C Rubin, who pro-
vided evidence about dark matter for the first
time in the 19705 — but not much is under-
stood about dark energy and dark matter.
Kelkar said, “Rubin will be able to produce
avery high definition map of the structure
of the universe that is the best possible way
tounderstand dark matter and dark energy.”

Behind record-breaking heat in Kashmir: long dry spells, rise in urbanisation

(December to February) temperatures fall

BASHAARAT MASOOD below freezing, there is heavy snowfall in

SRINAGAR, JULY 7 high-altitude areas, and moderate snow in
the plains.

ONSATURDAY, the The

in Srlmur city reached a seven-decade  (June to August) can reach 36 degrees

high, and Pahalgam recorded its highest day ~ Celsius in the urban areas, In resort towns

Imwnmm This June was the hottest
inthe Kashmir Valley in almost five decades,

It rained at several places
in the Valley on Monday, but
the heat is expected to return,
The Jhelum has gone dry in
places, and most shops have
run out of air conditioners,
‘Why is this happening?

Kashmir's climate

The Kashmir Valley has a temperate cli-
mate with four distinct seasons: spring,
:ummer aulumn and winter. Sprm;

Novembcr) are mually pleasant. In wmn-r

P | B |

EXPLAINED

CLIMATE

like Guimarg and Pahalgam, the day tem-
perature s around 30 degrees, Western dis-
turbances bring rain from
time to time, making it cooler.
July and August are typically
the hottest months,

Changes of late
In recent years, Kashmir's weather has
become increasingly erratic. Dry spells have
become longer, and days hotter. In June, the
hottest in half a century, day

HOTTEST DAYS IN SRINAGAR IN JUNE AND JULY

InJune(°C) Injuly("C)

June29,1978 [N 78 | luly 10,1946 ['S.3
June 27,1978 | 37.6 JulyS. 1953 —_—_ 37.7
June 26,1978 [ 7.5 July5.2025 [ 374
June 28,1978 I—_ 37.0 July 10,1999 R 370
June 30, 1978 I 36.7 July 19,1997 S 366
June 25,2005 [ 6.5 July 24,1967 [ 364

June 12,1980 [ 364 July 28,2024 N 362

June 25,1978 [N 36.1 July 17,1999 S 36.1

June 14,1973 [ 36.0 July 12,1979 B 36.0

June 24,1977 [ 35.9 July 13,1979 | 357

were about three degroes above normal,

mer capital rose to 374 degrees, the high-
est since 1953, and the third-highest ever

recorded in the city. The hottest day on the
record h&uly 10, 1946, when the maximum
rose to 38.3 degroes,

Source! IMD
In Pahalgam, Saturday was the hottest

the 31,5 degroes last year.
Reasons to worry

Faizan
Mhddmrwmymultn;mallhhm
spell in the Valley. “We have had higher
temperatures in the past, but those were
isolated incidents,” Anf said. "“This year, tem-
peratures have consistently stayed above
normal. Both maximum and minimum
g d clevated.”

saidl, “There's been very litthe snowdall in the
mountains, and whatever snow falls melts
by March, leaving the mountains bare."
Ahmad also pointed to the role of urban
heat M(WLMMMMWN
warmer thanits
areas, UHIs are
rapid urbanisation and concretisation, and
the reduction in and the number
of water bodies, Concrete surfaces retain

This is happening due to a combination
of factors, the director of the India
Meteorological Department in Srinagar,
Mukhtar Ahmad, said.

“First, global warming is causing tem-
peratures to rise workdwide,” Almad said,
“InKashmir in the past, whenever temper-
atures crossed 35 degrees Celsius, rainfall
would follow, bringing reliel. But now we're
secing extended dry spells.”

Oneol "

day ever recorded, with the
perature rising to 31.6 degroes, higher than

epaperindianexpressicom BB B

ducd.avalubilty of water m;n'xr: I:M;ad

more

Urban areas in the valley — especially
Srinagar — have less groen cover
to the surrounding rural areas. Vehicular
traffic and industrial activity further worsen
the situation,

“This was the hottest June since 1978,
Ahmad had told The indian Express earlier.
“The average day temperatures | for june]
this year stood between 32 and 33 degrees
Celsius. This was some three degrees above
normal. The average minimum tempera-
tures, too, have stayed on the higher side.”

[
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The Hindi in Hindutva

The language question is central to its politics. In Maharashtra
and elsewhere, protests rooted in regional pride miss the bigger picture

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

AFTER WEEKS OF twists and turns, the

proposed policy of introducing Hindi as a

in state schools. This may appear to be
merely a state-level issue. Opposition to it

y

e otoe peo S ndipok

the BJF'; longsnndmg ambmnn to hzve
asthe
national language —a pohcy that dovetails
wilh its penchant fnrenh\:ing uniformity

munehng.ngepolmy'l’h:mmm
bles over

ﬂ!wfa!m!dl:beuldtmmdmalagﬂ
context, beyond pedagogic wisdom, state-
level party politics and Marathi pride. These
troubles amplify the debate over what we
mean by the Indian nation, and in turn, the

When the Maharashtra government
kept insisting on introducing Hindi in the
first standard, onl ylwouwszsaym it
seem to have mobilised public opinion in
the state. One somewhat apolitical response
has been about the wisdom of modunng

lln

ucation. This argument is cunﬁnzd to the

nuulm@emsshmupm&:uﬂy

child’s capacity to grasp

uan:xiyagamdrqmnufbuldm.
The other response, predictably, was trig-
gered by the pro-Marathi sentiment. This
helped the estranged Thackeray cousins to
share the same ideological ground after a
hlgnmngunnsnhhelmdn.aMmlel-

always

mﬂmamgpm-hhadnbhtywuld
help the language, have naturally been ex-
cited over this second development con-
cerning Marathi pride, so quick on the heels
of Marathi being declared a dlassical lan-

....rlnf
ﬁumnymanyﬂlnuelsc.ﬂnshadadeq
influence on many Indian social and politi-
cal activists and thinkers. But the Hindutva
nationalism of V D Savarkar and the RSS most
enthusiastically adopted the idea of unifor-
mity. Manyin(ol@'mmnamxtzdmit.
qﬂnnlyuﬂmanmhﬁlsm!sum
it would evolve over time through persua-
sion and practice. Thus, two different mod-

guage by the Narendra Modi India became i The mare pre-
But there is not much of the i i i mu-

larger ideological impli ofthe pro-  tual exch ind-take, L
Hindi policy. This is not u-srn’m:d to  sharing while the Hindutva vision believed
alone. in the primacy and urgency of uniformity

and policymakers have always remained
somewhat narrow in their approach to the
language quesnon — looking at it only in

over anything else. This applied to the lan-
question, too.
Debates over Hindutva have often re-

ac-

But Hindutva as an ideology and poﬁt?s

CRSasikumar

unofficially has been evident. While some-
mms.du:nu;nrlnmhqxfnnsiumh

tion(
patience to wait for !hll to happen.
Majoritarian projects, when out of power,
speak of assimilation in order to save them-

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“After a decade of austerity, stagnant living 1

s and eroded institutional

legitimacy, the country Sir Keir leads foels no longer patient - or stable - enough for
the kind of politics he believes in. Whether he can change that, oris already being

shaped by forces beyond his control, remains to be seen.”

~ THEGUARDIAN

Understanding
where we are

We need the social sciences to locate
ourselves in the past and the present

PEGGY MOHAN

INANAGEwhzn Imgmseandnshnkm

dry twigs and were swept away by a new
pawcrmmatca_lmﬁnmcmh_ﬁi.

adaptive change keeps building, gestating
invisibly. And when the moment of turm is
finally upon us, it takes us by surprise. This
is because, at this scale of existence, the
tempoof evolution is different. There is no
Jong period of twilight

Likean
e

on !h! hnguag!s of South Asia, Ioohng
through them to find the backstory of who
we are, how we came to be the way we are,
sounds, words and grammars of our lan-
guages are clues about our history, the rise
and fall of civilisations over the millennia,
ndzhnzsdd\:mmde_‘uslhvug
out their lives and unwittingly holding on
to precious fragments of our past.

the the oreven

tilltheveryend,
and then they “die” within a generation,
This is what makes large systems so diffi-
culttoread.

At this very moment, we are in the mid-
dle of a major global reset, and the speed
at which it is happening is enough to take
our breath away. We in India have been
“running on fumes”, like traders taking
comfort in yesterday's balance sheets,
while around us in the outside world, the

Earlyon, patterns: Many
of our languages were mixed, but not ran-
domly so. The words always seem to come

bt 2 : H
and are shifting. We are
back in a 12th-century moment, when
once again India as a civilisation is stuck,

while sounds and trace back
much further, often all the way to the very
first humans who came as settlers to the
Subcontinent. Bythc time | sat down to

content
Asia is thinking many moves ahead in the
game, planning and develupug systems

that are yet

wirite this up, were and for
with their intedtoadi-  toarise.
vﬂedlnmynuldmunuk[NA(Y-DNA) I think we can take it for granted that

to known population influxes over the ages,
while the female line, the mitochondrial
DNA, traced all the way back to the first hu-
mans to leave Africa about 70,000 ynrs

hdlmsﬂybun. men.
Mwng the evolution of new lan-

selves from state action, but
exercise uni-
formity. Since the BJP' L it d\angd zlnqxly becauszof
i i and ulti-
mazlynewavnhsammumd.
tion of language. Al jority i These patterns began to coa-
Maharashtra has encouraged the BJP-led gov- lesce into a model, which saw long periods

ernmcm to adopt the pnlxcy of enfomng

of stability that were “punctuated” by the
sudtknamvalofyoungmfmmothrr

the 21st-century Asian ship has sailed
without us. So maybe we should take a
break and mull over where we went
wrong, where we got derailed as a civilisa-
tion, and watch China chart its course, and
get set for an age when it is old and spent
and we get our turn. There is one major
change we must make if we ever hope to
“ﬁttwall:ylil‘lus"li!wzyﬂlina.lhnh
We must
ist mode, where science and technology
areeffectively kept off limits to the vast ma-
jority of our popuhnm.leavmg them out
of a discourse that we conduct only in
English, because we need their energy in
ordu' to be whole. And we must get h:ﬂ

year 50-year, 100-year cycles,
This, in the end, is why in a world of

Pradesh talk of willingly adopting Hindi. lands. Change, here, was not
i ng il ial decisi gradual aday-by-day “improvement™. It was
the B[P may d i i inginan
butit instant of time, an “shock*
the Shleena (UBT) and the Maharashtra that the society was unable to absorh.
Sena neither nor Despite modern words like “develop-

want to counter the majoritarian project.
‘Witha soon-to-be-formed “ ‘expert commit-

ment”, which suggest an ideal goal and a
scripted journey, what we see from the

pr tech we still need social sci-
ences. The real value of our models is not
that they tell us about our past, but that
they let us read the signs and understand
wt!nll!outwardlymhhysystmm

tee”,

distress 30

crave

asortof stasis, When things are going well,

we can anticipate the future. Not that the

mnmd!qummdnﬁulhl@upm 1y inui
‘manyof isal-  should be understood not merely in terms anlsovuﬂlmlutvaha\'c politicsnfenfnrc:dmlifnﬂnityjustlikzin they do not want major change. There is a hmmlswmlymm&nmuﬂnn;
ways a clumsy inconvenience. of the Hindu-Muslim question. True, the often ined confined to the BJP's pro-Hindi policy will ininerti ingwith ~ about social scientist
«question of language, however, has | politics of the ofreligiou But receive only limited opposition elsewhere, what has worked for generations, even willhepusa!mamlwmmv:
always spilled over beyond administrative  volves imund and is based on, deep Hi "! ideol ad be it in West Bengal or Tamil Nadu. That re- cushioning them against the early stages
convenience to the realm of unity and na- obia, coupled with anti-minority indutva as an ideology a: sponse will be in terms of regional identity, afdedinr_nmismumumz:hm The writer taught Linguistics at Howard
tionhood. Thus, even within Congress, there Butathe  politics should be understood language protectionism and an anti-Hindi try, University, JNU and Ashoka University. She
always was a strong Hindi lobby that be- oot of it is a more general imagination that not merely in terms of the stance. Recent history shows that Hindutva ﬂl!mrulnflhemmmuumldlup is the author, most recently, of Father
lieved a common language was necessary  democracy means a free play for the major- Hindu-Muslim qutstinn. has the capacity to absorb such i notout. Then, inthe Tongue, Motherland: The Birth of
for a nation and that Hindi could naturally ity community. In the case of the language True. th ctical politics of tendencies at state level. turbulent 12th century. they all broke like Languages in South Asia
claim that status. There were even some  question, too, it would be a mistake toignore “’"‘ i paac .pol:umsﬂ Thus, Maharashtra’s protests against
inthi this ional belief that has shaped ~ Hinds b ly revols Hindiimposition willonly Marathi
were not inclined to Hindutva Itisoften i around, and is based on, deep pride that is oblivious of the larger majori-
their own linguistic traditions, they sup-  centage of people in India speak Hindi It is i ject. That project wil 20
poredthe eaofanational angriage - another matie hatthis numberisderied. 2 0phobia, coupled with c ni-Hi icswill ne LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
iswhy istori i anti- ity and protect our linguistic diversity nor sensitise
itis pushing for Hindi of many imil Hindu sup: y. Butat the the public about the of imposing
voluntary efforts. languages as variants of Hindi — that is ex- root of it is a more general uniformity. The day when votaries of re- LET PEOPLE VOTE individual brilliance but also for their
Thuldeimathdlwouldgradually actly how “majorities” are constructed, B ination that de ' i i composure and maturity under pres-
evolve to become a national language often rbased on religion, kinguage or cul- g EDEOTY making one language “national” and mak- THIS REFERS TO the editorial,‘Election  sure. Akash Deep's ten-wicket match
withthe i thatana- ture.Inth waits  meansafree play for the Omission’ (IE July 7). Bihar's ongoing  haul ? it
tion requires one common language. Among  of one secti ited as majority ln mhmdlzmurdem‘andd&pnhncsafm» Spemlhmsukvm[ﬂl)d&c thyof the greats. With Lord’s next, Indian
nnnhlmthmd:lnhbydnstapwn mon to most. It is then argued that all those case of the | ing as the politics of a bij i
who manifest those traits constitute one ! t Ill;‘e o ml‘tzh:t( national language. India(ECT) b icism fro Sanjay Chopra, Mohall
exclusive to Hindi-: spealnng pto—Hmm ac-  community, enjoying large numbers. 00, . ) litical parties, and nymysn. The enor-
tivists. Where does this craving for a national More recently, the systematic push in re this foundational belief Thewriter, based in Pune, taught mityofthetask,the shortduration.and ()N THE ROAD
language come from? favour of making Hindi the official language t has shaped Hindutva. Political Science it criter ificati
sultinthewrongful exclusion of lakhsof ~ THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Not even
mMngumwwMzrsmumm hmd-ald’[lﬂ]utyS).Mpnl:ys}mldbe
gines of several states. thatit targets
. Their political voi the vehi i
pactful in holding representatives ac-  air pollution. Rigidity in rules regarding
When youth is mandatory e T
The SIR must balance these principles.  through alimit i
Ankita Chalia, Kuniksheta Rcy&dedulecrwngFacﬂilies
. gy § % (RVSF),along with the tedious| mnf
The tragic death of Shefali Jariwala and the anti-ageing trap THIS REFERS TO the ecitorial. Election ion will
Omission’ (IE, July 7). In a state marked furdurgmﬁck.l‘hzwn'md)ddr
~ by high migration and poor documen-  right thing in revoking the policy.
PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI tation access, demanding exhaustive Manish Mishra, Bhopal
paperwork just months before an elec-
AT SOME POINT, in give or take their forties, ~ creams that promise to reverse time, diets  unformedness that has not yet calcified into  prospective upgrade. tion is not just impractical, it is unjust. MESSACERE(‘E[VED
women are made aware that they are no  that speak in the language of miracles, and muly?Yulh.w:mmld.lswhmmm No one tells you how to age. There’s no When the process prioritises proce-
Inng.nhede(altsetunzNutmnpm procedures that pledge a new you — less inthis on how much of a fight you are dm:lﬁzitﬁlyuvﬂlivzdnaliﬁzs.ilm THIS REFERS TO the article, Message is
nist of ads amarket-  tired, less ived-i idealised. Even  cultural isakind of dyi meant to put up, nor a handbook for how to longer (IE July 7). The art
not,asGenZ giving  language thallddusbanys.dmulselsaduw face the first intimations of mortality. The tion cards, Aadhaar, vmrlDfmmx— ple about
mainc ing, offering like unease poet Dylan Thomas told us to “rage, rage crplalit documents only deepens the ‘strategic
a certain kind of invisible — their demo-  tion” to fix what isn't broken. mamhnallup'(mimm.vwm against the dying of the light” but he died suspicion that the exercise lacks neu- by the Indian government. The
slides quietly off the cultural radar, Shefali Jariwala’s death at 42 last week  once age was a milestone - of experience,of  young, spared the awkward choreography n‘ailyTheE(musnaham-p dam\sthal mmyamundlhzwurld
and the world, with its fresh faces and opti-  from a cardiac arrest — linked allegedlyto  wisdom — gleaned over awell-lived life,itis  of ageing in public.
misadﬁlmlmqsspimin; mmmarﬂmmdﬁ now treated as a letdown. This notion be- Toagei wrid i rfo h i and
new.The Theactorwho  comesespecially cruel inmidlife, whenadult-  a paradox. Women are expected to look age- A NEW TEAM ca!viH—visOpuaﬁmSilmt"ﬂw
Greeks built myths around it. The ixofthe  hood of age, The body starts sending ing it is wi fact is that the government began daily
palmzdnmmk&nﬂ!nmd- k d  quiet memos, the mirror betrays anew flac-  must“own” their years but not wear them too THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘England's  communication with the nation and
Today it cidity every time. Youth, in this equation, is  heavily. Ageing "well" is fine as long as it is Edghaston hangman'(IE, july 7). The em- i i it
i of : is sai takena  no longer merely desirable — it becomes  styled and shape-shifted into wellness rou- phatic 336-run victory by India over  operation. It sent teams of MPs to vari-
egxy r!brandcdbatlcd.mpcudand Vitamin CIV drip on that fateful day as well. v. So, like Elisabeth Sparkde in The  tis d g framed. England at Edghaston marks a defining  ous countries to communicate a stance
sddmamdulsapenmdmamm She was, in essence, a woman trying to stay lastyear “self-care” over vanity or insecurity. moment in the journey of Indian Test  of zero tolerance against terrorism, too.
vu‘bkmicmmummtsbyunmyuum nmfexmmgbeml)bu!.ﬂ!nxsam- Jariwala's story is tragic, but not unfamil- cricket. As righ i G
serum, the right lighting the right kind of de- the bill of lentless rush wnhncwnmt— wmmwmmhwmvumufmqm— this was more than just awin —itwasa  condemned the Pahalgam terrorist at-
nial. Anti-ageing is a billion-dollar industry. Bmwhatumiydnwznmmb;pnh? i L etly i ....-.r i ﬂnug m-nayouglmmmﬁnrg udzﬂmpprnrdlndu'snmtmm
In 2024, the global anti market was  Isitthe physical resilience — l.l!qmcknmb- Nimzsu(subﬂzﬂcuﬂd:x()zaﬂpmind 1ply lean I:b!s:znmuﬂyas 3 iate, the latest
estimated to be worth $75.7 billion, accord-  alism, thy 2y never retinol and acid roll umaneameﬂmmhmnlempuf The iland BRICS includes China.
ing to a survey by market-research firm i off the tongue with an ease that should be  the AhﬂlDupsmdmrncﬂyﬁtM chnmr
IMARC In India, it reached $25 billionandis  10-hourshi Ir,isi ifyi
2033.Itsells  thing more elusive: A sense of ity,an  in this ion of into a it
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BECAUSE

WHhHy BRICS

Questions must be asked about investing political, diplomatic
capitalina forum that no longer serves India’s interests
HE 2025 BRICS Summﬁ in Rm dejmam. Brazil ended over the weekend

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

EDITORIAL PAGE
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‘WORDLY WISE
THIRD PARTIES ARE LIKE BEES: ONCE THEY
HAVE STUNG, THEY DIE, — Riciarn HOPSTADTER

Now, prove your identity

EC exercise in Bihar shows bureaucratic insensitivity
and state overreach, will erode trust in institutions

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE ELECTION COMMISSION'S Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar is becoming a travesty. It is hard todis-
agree with the formal objective of the exer-

withawide lissues, But fewout- cice: No eligible voter should be excluded,
ot ek Gaciofe - pgu 0 :
policy d pore overthe 126 a7-

page, over-16.000-word declaration. With such familiar phrases as workd", intoa dystopia that

-aubn South”, “inclusive”, “sustainable” and “global governance”, it will c:vmnry im- the rights of ordinary voters.

The last intensive revision of electoral
rolls was carried out in 2003. Now, the
P

a special revision

press th veho see BRICS as a powerful up
Many in the West do fear BRICS for the same reason. There ks b tusS
President Donald Tramp would have had the time to read the long but he
has repeated his earlier claim that BRICS is “anti " and P
additional tariffs on members of the forum.,

But the BRICS { For,
the forum i I of its own and its grasp has always been

l.rrlhmunxnhuwwnuummluwumhnyimwhlldnw -American
order”, it is Trump, In less than six months, he b assump-
tlmlmusllnbllpubdumdumkiluwndanyawﬂ\ulk Sys-

privsy

—onthe heels
uf aspecial summary revision that involved
extensive surveys barely six months ago,
with thy

janu.lvy.an voters are now required to fur-

alistof 11 ";a:umm-mal
which they are unmtlylm possess. This de-

tem that Washington built after Workd War Il and that was modified by it at the turn of
the 1990s, Consider, for example, the BRICS talk about reforming the Bretton Woods sys-
tem; Trump is doing precisely that by pressing for change at the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. The BRICS call to save the World Trade Organisation is a sad
0 . hi

toral roll creation.

The new documentation requirements
are not just onerous, they are bewilderingly
complex. Those whose names appeared in
the 2003 rolls may furnish an extract as

yinthe L
maker for i i bers of BRICS have
upin r with Trump holding a gun to
t'\e!rhud&ﬂ\eymnmuvlmmemhn protecting their own national trade with
V\emamanothermm—

with Trump's in the past few months will bear fruit this week,
Equally far-fetched is the idea that members of BRICS by dif-
ferences blunt Ameri MMIAM‘.-....... and security

steeper

born before 1987 must provide a document
with place and date of birth, Those born be-
tween 1987 and 2004 must produce a doc-
ument with their parents’ date of birth and
one of 11 documents proving their own
place and date of birth, Those born after
2004 must go further, furnishing proof of
both parents’ date and place of birth in ad-
dition to their own. This process places an

Twol!!l(!um-iaudlm:ndlmw—nuwrkdnklu!mdlhemm
the nuciear weapons programme of a third member, lran, But here is the rub, Trump's ac-
tions to overhaul the global economic, financial, and security order have produced great
mlmmmmwmnmsmmmmm-mmmmmw
challenge, Th for three

'y burden on the citizen and
risks mass disenfranchisement,

The logic of the order is perverse: Every

pﬂnﬂple turns into its opposite, The

figh achoice

among 11 dvrumtms - Mul liberty! But

lhn liberty is hollow, The Commission N-

d!rlksu!mlwuermwnwﬂ(lrmkalmklnbtlhm that

the virtue

zens mmﬂy have like Aadhaar or MCN-
REGA card

alinaf
pits the country

over the chair of BRICS, the time to ask those questions is now.

RAISE THE RED FLAGS

Jane Street episode underlines, yet again, importance of strong
surveillance and monitoring sysnems to protect market integrity

thatare hof most. Ev

servative estimates suggest that lakhs of vot-
ers could be excluded. Almost all the peti-
tions against the order provide data on the
minuscule number of citizens who possess
all the redevant documents, And the arbitrari-

We need not speculate about
the Commission’s motives;
they may well be
honourable. Nor do we need
to predict the political
fallout of this move — it is
often unpredictable, What
matters is the potential
effect: This exercise reveals
the state’s presumptuous
character. It burdens citizens
with the constant demand
to prove their identity, as if
they are forever on
probation. The KYC (know
your customer) mania has
extended to voting: Proof
must be furnished again and
again, often undcr .1rh|lrary
or shifti

v R

carry more weight as proof of

than, say, other exchuded cards?
hmlklmdthllmt&ﬂtd«

f year, Even in the
best of times, the state does not have the ca-
wmmmtmwwnmm

uments, and its

reder Thi
- This order

Most relate t em-  tivelogic
ployment, or property rights — echoes of an mlumrbylmhgmmﬂﬂy
o whensulls d o privilege. This
Bnota prop- s ,‘llmwnwﬂkmll

y-based but the I announced suddenly, weeks before an elec-

on the educated and tion. If the C truly believes these
are stark Itis almost 19h  exercises h
century, the educated d
and propertied were taken for granted. format, documentation, and timing in con-
hw;" 1ph I sultation parties.
for

ficers (EROs) must conduct inguiries and pro-
vlduulrmmbdmdclﬂhn But these

for placing citizens at the mercy of petty of -
ficlals. It remains deal to the claims raised by

can invert
their meaning They expo: Toput it bluntly, thi app a
officials’ iy pilot for a NRC, new
nastate like Bihar where and stan-

pacity is uneven, The time frame is implau-
sibly short, and it is unrealistic to expect lakhs

dm!nfmmnmmahvmllhu Evenifone
believes an NRC is necessary, it must be car-
rh-d out fairly, wnhoul fear, lndanm when

of
tently. that
the citizens flagged in this process could be
referred to a Foreigners Tribunal, Is the ap-
peals process a remedy — or merely another
way to ensnare citizens in an opaque and

Iinul mndmnm to support it. TNI hn not
Bmthmclnu-m mm:;
mands documentation it neither trusts nor

hostile system? has enabled people to obtain.
We need not speculate about the W should b l
~ their isa
nmnbb Nwdoweneedmpm!mmep Th il

of this move — it &
dictable, wnmmmuzmmwmm

tread on other constitutional authorities
lightly. But vnnnz is m fundamental m our
-i-no-h

This exercise reveals the state's
ous character, Il burdens citizens with the

upuhllt that the courts need to do the min-

identity, as if
Mmhmmpmmm(m
your customer ) mania has extended to vot-
u:ﬁmlmunbel\ndﬂndwmmd again,

imum Y to ensure that such exer-
cises are not just formally fair, but also fair in
substance, But this initiative by the EC is ill-
Judged and ill-timed. It should be delmvd

nbrﬂm while Ilrwlng ptx":c:;:‘l‘fn:

until it can b

parency, and without mnn;m undue bur-

denon genuine
The lovdﬂll atthe very least, an ex-

it

erc

poorer

tation requirements impose disproportion-

ate burdens on the marginalised.

The order also disrupts lives wuh its un-
Or

about a tenth of the population of Bihar mi-
grates out for work; floods severely affect

The task of the state is not to manufacture
new sources of fear — it is to relieve citizens
of their anxieties.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

N RECENT YEARS, s
holds entering the stock markets, the derivatives segment has also witnessed a
huge spurt in trading. Within derivatives, index options account lnr asizeable

share of trade. An earlier study by Sebi, the regulator, while
L1 percent of i had lost money in the fi it
was the foreign portfol traders who had earned the profits,
most of which were made by “algo entities”, InApdllnwacrepnmawmundaleul
dispute involving the US-based roup, which trad-
ing “for alleged u:ed their y trading strategies in
India’ P yinquiry vas
any abuse. onjuly 3, regulator banned
the Jai Group for d i

its unlawful gains, which it estimated at Rs 4,843 crore,
In its interim order, lht stock market regulator has detailed the modus operandi of

the Group, inits trading. the: P dan -m,
tra day index pmm This involves deali
futures and M -.A e

scale of their intervention” and the “reversal of these hmamw krdln;.. was
“without any economic rationale, other than the concurrent activity in and impact on
their positions in the Bank Nifty index options markets”. The Group also engaged in an
extended “marking the close” strategy, an approach where large buy or sell orders are

ROHAN MANOJ

BROWN MAN’S

BURDEN

Attacks like those on Zohran Mamdani can pierce immigrants’ bubble of belonging

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, White people walked
into a shared kitchen in our university halls
in the UK and were treated to the sight of me
umunmwim"vyhudl"\?mamld usea
fork, you one. | could — but
why should 1?7 *This is how we eat," |
shrugged, and that was that, The memory
floated unbidden to the surface as | read
about Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic
nominee for mayor of New York City, being
pilloried for eating biryani with his hands.

Ononelevel, beyond the abvious racism,
i's i

phced in “the final moments of a trading session, with the specific intent of &
, As per the order, an at least 21 days,
the Group has "prima facie engaged in illegal manipulation”, In February, the National
Stock Exchange cautioned the Group, saying that it had been “consistently engaging in
mdim patterns that raised wmmcuunu mrmavbl lmegmy‘ Sebi notes that the
withi

Miumemn mummmmmmm the regulator must ensure
lhal he i That
are abl k atall level 1l acti

must be swiftly taken to protect the sanctity of markets.

THE BILLIONAIRE EX

Bty

question: The virtues of the former are of-

those of the latter in de-
bates about immigration, but how far can
you go before it becomes an act of surren-
der, of passing every little facet of your cul-
ture and identity through a filter to ensure
the White man's comfort? The niceties of
knives and forks are among the many spo-
ken and unspoken social shibboleths: they
span social etiquette, accent, dress, what
cricket team you support — a test of loyalty
proposed by one of Margaret Thatcher's
lieutenants — and more,

which

d-take.

;bmdming af horlwm. and yes, a little

Multiculturalism allows for
more give-and-take, a
broadening of horizons and a
little more discomfort for
everyone — at least in the
short run — if done right. If
done wrong, it poses a greater

and society, as opposed to the individual: A
lack of mutual

mmluhhﬂhencanmmrbubble
and security, the m\sedluv-

values, and i total ghet-

toisation, systemic deprivation and resent-
ment boiling over, The trick may be tofind a
golden mean, the right balance of integrat-
ing migrants into the host society and re-
specting their cultures, It's an elusive, sub-
jectiy

societies of the West and the onward march
of ethno-nationalist politics attest to.

For individuals, one challenge — not the
greatest, but quite a wearisome one nonethe-
less — is to fend off alienation by a thousand
sneers, In Mamdand's case, there’s open ha-

patriotic member of your new society, even
identifying proudly with its past. Both the
conscious and the unconscious bigots re-
mind you it'san illusion that can be shattered
atany time. The resulting insecurity breeds
a certain wariness, especially when you're
the only Brown or Black person in the vicin-
ity: even when there’s no immediate un-
pleasantness, sometimes you can't help but
wonder —what are they really thinking? It's
why the film Get Out (2017) resonated so
about African

tred and bigotry in the US rather than immigrants:
quarters, his I A horror story in which the Black protago-
transcend the conscious politics of the peo- i d
girlfriend’s family and other White people
d&nm&nmilmmﬁeelmn!dhwn. who hide a terrible secret.
your ) yis K 1 ing i
another one of those things you of hostility, it can help to h ing to
It anchor us inthe host society: Support, friend-
from people you wouldn't expect it from,  ships, relationships. In other words, people
given their views — they might explain it as
Just mlnﬁ,vdnunﬁmtomml

as you might find “mainland” Indians of any
political flavour who aren't exactly comfort-

by pan
we are who we think and )\ope we are,
ertainly

" P . . " able with the aromas and flavours of of those, May ma mmﬁnﬂm
Revenge dresses and bright red sports cars are for others. Elon more discomfort for everyone — at least in ":“"‘1} tothe host P'l":ly Nort ks cuisines; p.:m‘ u:rum:; :vplnnd m "y
U i iti the shoet run — if done right. If done wrong, and socicty, as opposed to truly can't help it, but expressing it insensi-
Musnk;f::w upinvolves abrand new polmcal'?:my o it pases a greater challenge to the host polity the individual. tively is a sure way of causing hurt. rohan.manojexpressindia.com
word andatlsastoneolthe parties they
o Fastas Atk dukingitoutin pub-
lic, followi the recent history — the
WhicH y sboveacertaingizeaf Jury 8,1985, FOrRTY YEARS AGO
terall - mmhsmmmmmm-nunlupmm breakup revenge
dresses response to a Fourth of July poll on his o cated. Al and
mchlmadlaphtﬁnnxl-]mMuskhumltndhlmlhwhulemwpdlmlpnyau PUN]AB SOLUTION Ocean off kreland to salvage the
challenge to former BFF Donald Trump and his Republican Party. MJMC!NE[:NSUSQN:IMM which n\yyplwlq‘edmsmugmedpr Tn;:i’um organisations and th-i‘m.m‘gw
Mm:\:;‘:‘m;rud@pdumxmmmmymmn@m = " - y yw e ity ooy P!
ting Trump's account on the platform. Politics, however, requires more o o 4 pr-Hisard

than just an online constituency of bots and fans, But there is another reason Musk's cho-
sen form ufpjyhadus surprising. Just before relinquishing his pominna! head of the

p Effcency. lof pol-
iticsin itasa"pain’ Tlumsumpuuqxhl;
Tesla PmmmmL. didn't help eith

Already, the, ica Party has seen Tesla stocks tumble,

threatening to wipe nearty $70 billion off the firm's value. As he resumes his hostile ex-
duvcswlmmeUSPmndem Mnmdlxmuedtmlmmmdmmwwnyu

A " — Musk's decisi "

usual, ngry riposte mon

fumrwmk of the Constitution as "high"
though President’s Rule Unhawnhee(-
tended if holding el before October 6

for the mgm data recorder and the voice
muvda bya u-mm controlled-submarine

hmknible,uullohnwdmhrnnnllu
soon with the leaders of the Opposition par-

thef

BLACK BOX SEARCH
BOTH THE BLACK booaes of the Al India jumbo
vhich crashed on June 23, be

cospornamnoxpresson S I

THIMPHU TALKS

WITH THE DEPARTURE of representatives of
l‘m Tamil militant groups and the Tamil
Liberation Fr mmr TULF) leaders
mmmemummmmmm
gin on the ethnic crisis in S Lanka, the first

BHINDRANWALE'S GHOST

THE GHOST OF the militant Sikh leader,
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, has virtually
been laid to rest in this border district of
Ferozepur, which provided him his name —
Bhindranwale, A majority of people in
indramwal influence
~ a 60-km belt north-east of Ferozepur —
are today reluctant to talk about him. For
them, he is a gladly forgotten aberration,

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
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A voice of the
Global South

Brics summit underlines India’s consistent call
for reforming institutions of global governance

he Brics leaders' declaration at the summit in

Rio de Janeiro has highlighted risks posed to

global trade by indiscriminate hikes in tariffs, It

has also called for urgent reforms to
Institutions of global governance such as the UN
Security Council and the World Bank, reflecting the
most pressing concerns of nations in the Global South.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the Global South
had become a "victim of double standards” because of
the failure to revamp these institutions and to address
the concerns of developing countries related to climate
transition and access to technology.

While the leaders’ declaration did not name any
particular country, it was obvious the document was
referring to the whimsical trade policies of the Trump
administration in the US when it spoke of serious
concerns about unilateral tariffs mal distort !rndc and
areneither P nor i
the US President took to social media towarn of an
extra tariff against countries allying with Brics and
engaging in “anti-American policies”, But more than
tariffs, the Rio declaration had some of the strongest
language ever used ina Brics joint statement to call for
the comprehensive revamp of the UNSC so that it can
respond to global challenges and support the
aspirations of Global South countries to have a greater
role in inter | affairs, Modi phasised that
global Institutions, in their current form, have given
the Global South the short shrift in decision-making
and have no solutions to conflicts and economic crises,

The declaration reflects the ongoing global churn, a
trend exacerbated by the US reducing its role on the
International stage and alienating both friends and
foes with its inconsistent policies. Herein lies a role for
the Brics — to reshape itself as a counterweight to
nations of the Global North and hold them
m:counmblc for their actions, The references to the

tion in Gaza and th d of the
military strikes against lmn In the leaders’ declaration
point towards that, Whether the Brics member states
can consistently speak in a single volce remains to be
seen, but the summit in Rio was a clear indication that
power equations are being reset amid the global
churn, This process, hopefully, could lead to a more
evenly balanced global order. In this context, India’s
stance offers a path forward ata time when China
clearly wishes to be seen as part of the Global North,
and its approach towards poor countries is rapidly
beginning to resemble that of the West.

When Elon Musk
seeks political entry

e big, beautiful partnership between Donald
Trump and Elon Musk has been unravelling at
great speed. The rupture in ties between the US

presidentand the world's richest man led to the latter
announcing Sunday a new political party — America
Party —to give back Americans their freedom. America
needs more cholces than the present two parties, Musk
seems to believe. Good luck to him.

Musk bet big on Trump and MAGA (Make America
Great Again) platform, Post-election, he led Trump's
cost-cutting Initative under the department of
government efficiency (DOGE). He was out of DOGE
soon, and the final parting came over President
Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill that seeks to rework
government finances, The two men also had multiple
unpleasant exchanges on soclal media, Trump’s take on
Musk’s party was that he has gone completely “off the
rails” to "essentially become a TRAIN WRECK™,

Trump 2.0 has shaken up the foundations of the
bipartisan political consensus in the US and opened up
the space for disruptors, That Zohran Mamdani, a self-
declared democratic soclalist, won the Democratic
ticket to contest the New York mayoral election
suggests a restive political constituency unhappy with
the political status quo, But Mamdani, while endorsing
radical agendas and a welfarist civic vision, chose to
launch his politics from an established platform. He
may have taken the cue from Trump, who captured the
Republican platform tolaunch his MAGA agenda, But
Musk is offering a third way, on a “freedom” platform,
in anddpadon of bacldng from a small-government-
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Building for future, a
new sporting culture

The new National Sports
Policy is an inspiring way
of looking at what Indian
sport can do

un the service of a larger population
n unpm! earbler — the elite and

rnple of mul abill-
llﬂ and Ident! st
From some perspectives, NSP 2025

I8 an Inspiring way of looking at what
Itmmm\.lmmmwl use, can

deserves a higher spot on the list,
abead of “robust talent Identification
and develoy systems” and "

sclence and Innovation”. But this com-
plaint seems churlish because NSP
2025's strategle framework puts
“strong professional sports govern-

ports journadises sware of the — beyond medals and that fickle  ance, Implementation and monitor-  Under NSP 2025, lnlndl hwum‘.mw-ynﬂ
n of Indian uan entity calied national pride or natlonal right at the top. States have been  through mult) hich elig [ ”
Bt > .w?'-"- pol ‘l'"y (l‘hnuywln India, there med X modify thpm existing sports i
fey documents —etherasigh — are many things o be embarrassed ?nluu Wany", or use NSP 2025 as the  Burson one consular stafl from  No, Abmedabad will stage the 2029
or a snicker, But, given the  abe ) for thelr future plans. Bet-  the Indian embassy In WIthﬂ. @ World Police and Fire Games,
Natlional Sports Policy (NSP) But take the glass half-empty view  ter known than the NSP, but stlll ina ident from the 's alfice, This 0 the NSP 2025,
2025 aka Khelo Bharat Nit 2025 has  and NSP 2025 reveals state, Is the Hance India Limited, and a busi-  which offers non-sporty states a frame-
arrived almost a quarter of o mz of Indian sport, Its 15Itt¥ﬂ G Bl 2024, pessman some In the delegation didnT  woek 1o create pathways to bulld s
after its last version — during vth are a mirror o our Inel In its draft phase, the bl know much Ahoul Thll group of M4 ing ecosystems from the block
our elite spart clencies and The sought 1o overhaul npnru men, upwards, for top-down
NSP 2025 must be understood In lts — mention of providing an rary Ind mmu- Qsmosls,
context as well as essence: what itls  "athlete-centric support sys- st upan independent reguls-  Future Host Commission. Here, for India's Olympic ambitions, what-
and what it Is not, tem” Is quite telling of the tory body and tribunad, Nuw the first time, the 10C and the Indian  ever the host city, must contain the
The NSP 1s not an action plan; exlllm! system, The objec- rally, Its promised public  public was officially informed of the humlllly 10 800 "‘J! that our records In
rather, it s & framework of guiding ¢ HPOFtS conm- Sharda appearances geaing  name of our prime Olympic host city doping are particu-
Principles, o méssion staterment meant penunm at various levels, Ugra delayed. Whether It will be  candidate: Amdavad/Ahmedabad, Imy Abymul Unell very recently, the
10 glve direction Lo our sporting stake-  creating o robust compet- sighted In the next Parlia- It an unusual chotee, and notjust — JOA's executive board wis at war with
holders to devise and execute pro-  tve structure” highlights the ment session bs unclear, because there was no public discus-  its president over the appolntment of
mmes, It has evolved significantly  lack of this t\m«ndy At the same tme as the  slon around the cholee of the best s CEO. The 10C &s well aware of this,
om its 2001 avatar. Its The I8 NSP was released, A key mmmg Indlian clty/reglon to host an Olympics, s it will also be of the recent World
breakaway is the broad-basing of the  used 10 puvtmlnct accounta-  between an Indis and the the question of whether  Anti Doping Agency (WADA) study
very Identity of our sport, NSP 2001 bility. That the NSP's key focus ares  International Olymple Committe  India needs to stage the Games. There  that pegged India's positivity rate as
treated sport as an entity bullt around  advocates “strengthentng spartingcuk — (10C), around Indin’s bid 1o host & has been no tradition of Ahmedabad — highest nmnng nations that analysed
elite excellence and, from there, med-  ture and ecosystem from the block  future Olympics, took place, The  elther staging or even gl l.nuludl
al-success n the warld, lewed 8o the natlonal level” s proofthat — 16-member Indian delegation com- NSP 2025 as more than a res|

In NSP 2025, spart in India Is to be
accessed, treated and 5 h
maltiple forms, of which elite excel-
lence is only a small part. The policy

India's sporting pyramid st state level
Itself Is bullt on shifting sand, The
b " ]

tsed Indian Olymple fation
(I0A) ptuldenl PT Usha, its chiel

heavy-handed political interference at
every level remains a never-ending

Integrates sport 1o public health and
& Through I

1o the marnginalised, it plays its part in
community, business and sclentific

Among the key NSP objectives, no. 8
(mmgmen governance and instit-

1, Gul
arat sports minister Harsh Sanghvi,
Sports secretary, government of Indla,
lwo Gujarst government pnncipnl
(one of whom was
Ahmed-hud municipal cnmmh-

m.}nt nnlunnl §| events, other
h‘l’ﬂf“lﬂ Nor does

me ke nl Gujurat, unulw Haryana or
Manipur, send a stzeable number of
athletes to any lml of global mega

events,

our sporting truths and ln'm
dlum construction/event mansgement,
1t offers India a forward-looking, Inch-

sive vision that uses sport w0 reach

be acrass

advancement. NSP 2025 directs sport

from EY Indiaand

sloner),

the )

other thelast  be

two Natsonal Games, l.qum nnmd
17th and 16th In the medals tally. In Sharda Ugra writes on sports.
order to beef up Its ghobal host portfo- The views expressed are personal

Why India must cut
its auto sector tarifts

with the July 9 deadline on tartffs loaming,
Without tariff reductions by Indla, the US
will Impose addisonal dutles (26%) on all
Indian exports. One central lssue remaing
Indta's tripe-digie automobile tariffs, which
fiace 1 26% retaliatory duty if unchanged,
Indlla must reduce o tariffs, The prize lsn't
Just avolding Trump's Itis ending

Indhnmdnusmmwnedmulh

Mwunmmmwmmlw

5, the US imposed retalia-
tory urlﬁsm.gsu an both automobiles and
auto components from India, The globally
tom titive components sector, often sup-

by MSMEs, will pay the price for pro-
lecum. large and uncompetitive domestic car

over 70 years of prolmlonlun that has
India's sector In medi-

The real obstacle to reform lies not in
but Indla’s domestic automo-

acrity, In«himumhﬂehﬂﬂsmﬁuhlm
llers. Cars bedow $40,

bile lobby, which has perfected a system of
has 1y

priced
tariffs of 20r%. Above that price tag, effiective tar-
Y rutes jump to 0%, Used cars get hit hardest
ALEITS%, In contrast, China bevies 15% on auto-
mobile lmports, with higher rates on US cars.
The Europenn Unson applies a untfonm X% on

reststing ng
tariffs with surcharges and shifting exemp-
tlons that leave effective rates unchanged
desplte nominal tarlff cuts,

The FY26 budget llustrates this obfuscation,
The Rovernment s slashed the basic customs

all non-EU car imports. South K chargy
8% on cars. Japan &

Since 1948, lr\dﬂﬁ:mmlmuy priced
out forelgn manufacturers In
favour of the domestic auto sector,
‘The rationale was to protect the
Infant auto Industry by outright

of fully-budlt cars,
Only companies committed to
local manufacturing were allowed

duty W00% 1o
70%, and eliménated the X% social welfare sur-
charge. However, It simultaneously introduced

CHARLES 1

\.l
Letus.

caffirm our commitment

to building a society where people

of all faiths and ba

grounds c

live together with mutual respect
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Innovation needs State as
much as the private sector

rom Moon landings 1o mANA vaccines,
many I:nmhmuuh- were uednl by

al\nuttupumpt lmulmrlwp
ot Th

mmmv:«wdny lhcsmel-olwn

a40% agriculture quumue and
w0

Imiported vehicles, leaving the effec-
tive rate unchanged at H0%. Even
ernment documents described
a8 "decrease in tarifl rate with
o change in effective rate”.

lhll creates & paradox. Gowmmtnu are

for not innovating, yet also tokd not to
try. At the same thme, many petvate flrms have
shifted from budlding to optimising, Instead of
Investing in resenrch o transformational idess,

s th Amazon
leuhnped loglstics, Moderna turned public
MANA research Into a vaceine within months

Indla's private sector Is still catching up,
Some firms are global leaders in services
frugal engineering, but the overall picture Is

o operate after 1953, Shreyas Tartdls on wsed cars seem 1o follow they focus on quarterly tangets and stock buy-  sobering, Private R&D spending bs just 0,3% of
Liberalisation since the 19605 Narla the same formula, The basic duty backs. Innovation has become o buzzword  GDP. China spends 5X more, and countries Nl
uwlnmgsﬁmmw from 125% to 70% and the rather than a behaviour. South Kovea and Germany invest even mare.
rates fell from 10 1992 10 about 12,5% surcharge vanished, but a “True Innovation ecosystems need Outside a few mmplﬂ ke Tata
35% by 2000, This liberalisation in 67.5% cess cancelled the cut. Com- both sides, They emerge when gov- Motors with the Nano, Serum Insti-
the auto sector was short-lived: By merclal vehicles, with an overlap- ernments stop acting like cautious tute's vaccines, or Blocon's blosimi-
2014, tarifls had climbed back into ping setof entrenched Interests, saw regulators and become mission- lars, innovation 15 still treated as &
triple digits, peaking at 125%, no effective reduction. driven investors. They grow when cost, not a strategy. This gap & not
India ranked third In car pro- cle tariffs were cut. Completely businesses take risks and focus on about lack of takent. 1t is about incen-
duction in 2024, but only exported Shruti bullt-up karge-capacity models — long-term value. The world's most Lloyd tives, time hortzons, and mindset,
14% of its total output. Home- Rajagopalan think Harley Davidsons — dropped fcondc Innovations are rrely the work Y Many Indian firms chase quick
grown manufacturers, Tata from S0% 1o 30%, None of this Is new. ol lone entrepreneurs, They are the Mathias returns, rely on technology,
Motors and contributed ———————  In 2012, the Soclety of Indian Auto- outcome of public ambition meeting and underinvest in research, But
only 2% to exports, In contrast, Japan  mobilke urers wisrned that any cut in private execution, Apple’s success Innovation needs patience, close ties
elpoﬂed nulz)hal! Its ploam:llon Spain,  dutles “has to be avodded at all cost” because owes much 1o State-led innoval with universities, and meoounﬁt:a
Germany, and South Koren, despite produc- — reducing tariffs would risk domestic invest- Technologles ke GPS, touchscreens, accept fallure. What can change this?
Ing fewer vehicles than India, exported 89%,  ment, manufacturing, and jobs, This stance and the Internet began with Darpa Flest, shift from imitation to Inven-
77%, and 67% of thelr outpust, respectively, As aligned perfectly with that of the Make In India funding when private Investors tion, Being cost-efective 1s not
fes of trade theory — by ralsing tartffs and choosing national stayed away, Finland followed a simi- enough without unique Intellectual
Ism meant { ed up lar approach. SITRA, its public fund- Harsh jproperty, Second, focus on |
creating m oaoynuhn Infant, u'l“rroucllonum Is complex. During Ing agency, retained eqnlly In early Lailer cific problems lke rural fintech, cli-
Instend of fostering innovation and competl- lla trade talks, Tata Motors, India’s Investments in Nokia, —_— mate-resilient crops, and energy-effl-
tveness, Indla's cambined with wm lobby titan, stood 1o gain from lowering In the 1960s, So\lh Korea plcked clent manufacturing, Third, bulld
relaxation of foreggn investment lmits has  British car tariffs to 10% through its Jaguar where It had and h publis [l
encouraged forelgn automakers to manufsc-  Land Rover (JLR) subsidiary. JLR now faces used Sute support and leaming-by-doing o shape future markets, not pust for CSR.

nuelmnmumnﬂrka,vym‘ seven-in-

faresgn

Its own challenge as 23% of its sales come
from the US, where new 25% tariffs on UK

such as Mm..
Suxukt Hyundal, Toyota and Kia. Marut Suz-
ukl ubmmnu:dlm‘ A% of domestic nlu

To meet pressures, forel -mn
?ulledhnmhgl';z mmm-dmg’

threaten On elec-

tric vehicles (EVs), Tata Motors dominates

Indin’s EV segment but continues arguing

against easing the 100% tariff on Imported
EVs untll 2029.

Tesla's blocked entry demonstrates how

ehs, Hyundal's Indsan lin
by a generation, Between 2014 and 2016, popu-
lar Indian models recelved a zero-star safety
rating In International crash tests, missing
basic features like ult-p. Dual alrbags
became mandatory in Indis only in 20:

In the emerging global tnde order, high tar-
11 on forelgn cars undermine India's export
successes in auto parts. India’s auto compo-

frmly hedd Since 2021, Tesla CEO
Elon Mmlhﬁmumednmmﬂlmlu

ms;llaunmma brand. China, seelig Innovation is a business model, The sooner
It not win with combustion engines, bet mwmlmmrwwmnmupw
early on EVs It chain. If we want

and shaped demand through procurement,
Today. it makes 60% of the workl's EVs.

India must remember these lessons as it
Dullds its own Innovation engine, The W
ment has made moves mzm L lon

mmsnmm!nmun.w!mwmpm
Ing the State as a passtve regulator and the pré-
vaite sector as the only entrepreneur, The real
economy Is not a casino where public institu-
mu-hnmlmnmmmm-pndm
State does not

Linked Incentives (PLI) schemes, digital publi
Infrastructure, and misslons in quantum and

Imported EVs,
any reduction unless Teska committed to Jocal
manufacturing, That proves difficult in India’s
regulatory labyrinth, General Motors exited
after accumulating over $1 billlon In losses.
Ford followed In 2021 after $2 billion in Josses
and 4,000 job cuts, As talks head to Washing-
ton, the real question lsn't India's nutional Inter-
rsm-'h\mlp‘ldamna numm
will

baumnwu mnwhﬁbyllulmnhlnhck

P! y fled with Trump's

ic vision. Politics isa complicated business that temma, electrical comy ol
ol Wion Nl ek ond g oSt WP B rge
ethical guardrails to bal tics, ed neasty $6.70 bilkcn worth o

g poll
guvcmmem. and business. In Musk's world, ther
no red lines or conflicts of interest. Who s to walk into
that world of “freedom” remains to be seen. After all,
the two-party system in the US contains multitudes.

w the US, its largest market
India’s finished car exports (o the US totalied
only $8.9 million In the same persod. Before the
recent escalation, the US imposed standard
most favoured nation (MFN) rates of 25% on

But many effores stop at subsi-
dle-uuxbthMhmmhmcwm
lend. Miss
mmupwwmmmm
Kkets with clear goals, coordinated capital, and
M This

gains, A truly
Just fund risk, It demands a fair share of
reward, A responsible private sector does not
yuuuekmxhuh regulatory holidays, it
Invests In long-term capacis mncrnm ib-
lie value. Whm need bllynew M-rz\g:m
compact, as Mariana Mazzucato puts it. One
e il offort behind

Jong- up)
ing grand challenges with patlent capital and
strong institutions, It also means reform|
K‘oturemml o reward risk. bullding public
D that works with industry, and turming

Innovation into a national drive.

The real risk Is dotng too little. India has the
talent and ambition, But without a State that

Shreyas Nark (s @ research scholar and Shrusi acts lke a venture capitalist with a public pur-
s 0 sendov research fetlow with the pouww\lhupmlnhu}nufhwm

Mercatus Center ot Geonge Masan Undversity. The gobal
views expressed are personal. lehhenpmmw’ynn,u\epmlkw

Innovation and ensures benefits are more

shared. This s not showt capping peol-
Its, 1t Is about that innovation is a
team sport and systems that reward

the team, not Just the star striker, Break-
throughs co-created, not the unicorn count,
will define Idia as an innovation power house.

Lioyd Mathms ts an ange! tmvestor and mdepend-
ent director and Harsh Lailer ts with the Quality
Counctl of Indis. The views expressed are personal.
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Making Brics count
Summit highlighted diminishing relevance

The joint statement issued by the Brics summit, hosted by Brazil, may have
attracted the ire of United States (US) President Donald Trump for its criticism of
Tran But

fmm an erratic US President does not detract from douhts about the grouping's
Th Bric in

2001 tod: Brazil, Russia, India,
and China. This gpouping first mﬂ in a formal summit in 2009; South Africa’s
itin doffthe ym to Brics, Since

then, the group has evolved into a 11-country bloc with Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emi as full-member coun-
tries. It also has “partner countries”, a category created last year, having Belarus,
Cuba, Vietnam, Kazakhstan, Thailand, and Uganda. As a grouping of the Global

South that 20, Brics almost halfthe world's
athird atea said £ tobal
omicoutput. Yet, the question lingers: Is it cohy 1} gh edibly
represent the interests of the Global South against Western dominance?
Forone, unlike the px G7bloc, which gely

polities in terms of their and political outlook. by fBricsare

at widely differi of i and h ivergent political
and inishingi "

tance of the ing as a credible counter to Western hegemony

more than the absence of the leader of the grouping’s largest and most conse-
quential economy, China’s Xi Jinping (Premier Li Qiang attended in his place).
Vladimir Putin's inability to attend owing to an arrest warrant by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) for his role in the 2022 invasion of Ukraine (he

viaav link) is signal of d
It is worth noting that just last year Mr Putin received a red-carpet welcome
fromICC by lia, which is heavily di on Russiaand

China for its energy secumy to much Western condemnation but little lasting
consequence. The lengthy, nearly 16,000-word Rio de Janeiro Declaration,
which followed the summit, made all the ﬂght noises about “inclusive and sus-
tainable” gove The d all the i correct termi-
nology about pmmoting a more ius&. cqulnblz agile, effective, efficient,
and interna-

tional and system in the spirit of joint con-
tribution and shamd beneﬁls The usual melange of digital cooperation,
asthe United Nations, the World Bank,
md Lhe International Monetary Fund and so on, globll hnllh pnllciu open
artificial andcli
The statement also strongly condemned the Pahalgam tzmmn mn:k
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The ideological abyss

To rescue or not to rescue Vodafone goes beyond one’s

views on privatisation or nationalisation

itdepends on

what will work in a given context

‘Thiscolumn iscalled "Beyond Ideology” for a reason.

Bnnh.meanwhlle.mhnﬂdmuﬂleldemﬂmdlng

nature, usl
Ideological lenses to make pollcy hu Ilmlted utility.
commu-
nist umselemuwaenﬂgimnydeﬁned.Theym
all hybrids. When technology companies wield so
much power and know so much about us, should we
just call them private companies providing a service
or private-public entities with state-like
characteristics? Normally, it is the job of

activities; but we expect soclal mediato
dosome of the regulatory jobs that states
usually do.

i le, one does not px

but Y’
cifically on ane question: When s t okay
!npnvuilelnendly and when does the
better? We

However, the statement masks differences among
although the grouping condemned the military strikes ngulnst Iran and

it as a violation of law and the charter of the United
Nations, some called for a stronger on Israel's war on Gaza
and onlran. Th did not theUS eitherin its criticism

of attacks on Iran or in its statement about the tariff wars and protectionism.
India hosts the next Brics summit in 2026. Sustaining and increasing its rel-
evance will be New Delhi’s major challenge.

Presidential promises

Donald Trump implements his Budget agenda swiftly

The United States (US) Congress stayed up late last Thursday passing President
Donald Trump's signature new legislation, the “Big Beautiful Bill", and on Friday
Mr Trump signed it into law. The new Bill reworks taxes and expenditure and
restructures the multi-trillion-dollar US federal Budget. Wh[lesom:of its impli-

moreto’

OPINION 9

line on an even keel (with the recent crash making
things more difficult) tells us why even privatisation
Is not a panacea. Aglle decision-making Is the need of
the hour not only in government, but also in the pri-
vate sector,

‘The Tatas probably got back into aviation
because Ratan Tata loved the business; but now that
he lsn't around to provide the passion to keep Alr
India flying, the Tatas also need to rethink how they
must run Alr Indla. Maybe a scaled-down, high-
quality Alr India Is better than a scaled-up one with
unlimited potential for losses,

L P 1, beyond
strategic areas like defence or banking. Before the Air
India prlvmnllon. the guvenunem uemed keen on

strategic

Shlppimcarpovnlm(mmr nndlDI!lBank).btllhe
offinto a decision-
making abyss. There Is talk of IDBI Bank being on the

As for the banks left out of the merger process of
209, wedon't

endupbeu‘; banks when thels
as they

mhnmmplhllcxrmbnhmshemmmduw

right fort about

MymmerModlwnkowrumanm
Ister, the Department of Disinvestment was renamed
the Department of Investment and Public Asset Man-
ngunent (Dlpum! ‘The focus shifted from rescuing

their misuse by
and value from
publk: Investments (hmugh dividend payouts and

phone Nigam Ltd (MTNL) has pm:lmu
default. MTNL s a quasi-sovereign borrower, which
owes more than ¥8,000 crore to Jenders, and some

banks loans as

B\u Vodafone will bring the Issue to a head once
more, With €2.3 trillion In debt, much of it owed to
public sector banks, a def-ul! or liquidation would

The government has a few options on
One is to allow it to go bust and let the banks pick up
the pleces in bankruptey court — leaving behind a

duopoly of Alrtel and Jio, with the still-
struggling Bharat Sanchar Nigam Lid

dent unit
(BSNL dofanlt
and a half-private sector unit (Vodafone) about to go
belly up, where exactly does this leave the govern-
ment’s telecom policy? Why balk at nman.lnnng

(BSNL isto

'odafone y
08 after SC

write off its du

o gl

itfrom

recapl V:dammmenpuy\:u
off the spectrum and AGR or adjusted
gmurevenneduesmnsem 1t can offer

Governance alone cannot rescue public (or pri-
vate) sector companies when the winds of competi-
1lnnmoapmit them. One need not take a doctringire

later.
'l‘hll wlll also lvuld havlngw give Alrtel

foreither
mlywklndmeumdmunmnmm:elum

that does not meddle

e O i o e
I ~ IDEOLOGY ment can ask Alrtel and Jio to buyup por-

case-specific loludons that go beyond g

tons of Vodafone's circles as running

works.

idealogy.
‘The Narendra Modi government

wllhtheopeunnnsnhmmpanyhumrydgm to
However,
bem -sighted.

up its mind on Jeaving behind a legacy of good gov-

There Is no halfway
cnnno\belhe result of

for Air Indla), so that are not
leftin the lurch. lunsomen{thembepdwmm and Insulating the
Th inking, but isunsure Th Isnot
how to handle its request for a ballout. Telecom Min-  Just wanting more by letting Vodafi house,-m d

ister Jyotiraditya Scindia sald in an interview with
CNBCTV-38thath ‘smass-

stumble on Is not an option, especially in a capital-
industry

where oligopolles are often the

one

Omdoelnmhlvemberﬂ’ymnmuued

Ive dues for equity. S
mmnmldyhnldslwpeloemmlmmnwnmg

norm. Whethery hasno
business being in business, or , not
decide salely on the basis of |

On the other hand, Airtel — desplzebelngmore
solvent — has

In the case of Air India, the gnvvemmem decided

lar conversion of a part of Its dues lnlo equity. This

) that it could not really run an airline and
coaxed the Tatas to take it off its hands. That, three

makes. tojustify.

later, the Tatas are still struggling to put the air-

Growmg the cinema pie

cations y minor f Mr Trump

-— formmple ncxncelsmmsondpl— scmcmfarmorewide -ranging. Most
however, it hat MrT inol in

his first term as President. The $4.5trillion tax- i over

b bya the

poorest i byawork Sub-

wllidlwilh.u-' b

vehicles will also be cut, which has drawn
Lheheoer’l‘rump‘sumwhﬂeaﬂy Tesla Chief Executive Oﬂ'lccrlilon Musk.

Th yhappy you
just have to look for them. Take Sitaare Zameen Par.
Aamir Khan Productions declded not to do any OTT

the film, which released on June 20, had its

mglromu.ooommeuxe\mﬂu&moursomw—

public sector), as long as the decision stems from a
well-articulated game plan that is suited to a specific
context. Right now, we can't be sure what that game
planis.

‘The author Is a senior journalist

people or just 2 per cent of the population. That is
because for a vast number of Indlans, there is no

fil y has just fora
million people, compared m say, 125 in the United

Mr Musk, and other critics of the Budget Bill, are in =
about the risk of rising debt levels in the US. Mr Trump's package will raise the il o immsssrio T B o ot
deficit by $3.4 trillion over the next decade, ing to the isan Con- thek " T‘heyuexmnulu
gressional Budget Office (CBO). This means it is one of the most expx singh whichisaboutthe  SVFshows, there lsanother side to the story.

Bills in decades. The CBO further projects that, by 2050, the USdzbt 10~ gmﬁs

story, nmnbommesur —lI.lPuxllpazo(Mhmn.
Since he has be

domestic product ratio will be 145 per cent. But this ac in
spending over this period. The US Treasury. which does not assume any such
contraction, expects that debt will cross 200 per cent of gross domestic product
by the middle of the century. The Yale Budget Lab splits the difference, saying
that it will be 183 per cent, as distinct from 142 per cent in a business-as-usual
scenario. The additional debt will not be rendered insignificant by

week short window, actor Mrnlx Khan,
who owns the eponymous studio, pul his

ity

Pars lucces then brings courage to stu-
dlos that end up doing terrible deals with

growth, in other words — the CBO expects that only 4 basis points of additional
growth a year will be earned by this Bill.

Itis y, first, dge Mr Trump's He has man-
aged to get the fractious Republican Party, which includes a sizeable contingent
of fiscal conservatives that have long revolted at higher deficits, to sign on to his
Bill. This level of party management contrasts with the chaos in Congress that
marked his Democratic predecessor's term, as well as parts of Mr Trump's first
term. In general, the President’s first six months have been among the most
impactful in the modern era. He has moved swiftly forward on his agenda, and

the other b; of go Neither Congress nor
the Su.pr:mz Coun has been lble to intervene in any subslandv: manner. His
the White
hisagenda — nym -verydiﬂemmamerim from hisﬁmtr:rm'mnmid the
what this will do tolong-term Treasury yields,
whmh vlllsplkeupwmls. ln the past, higher spending and yields in the US have
flows from the emerging world, India.

to recover money

While a lot of Investment Is happening In
screens, it Is focmd in areas where
ticket iy d retums

local ¢t
Notethat
Is huge. One-fourth of all TV viewing, a third of OTT
and three-fourths of all music consumption ks film.,
But it doesn't reflect in our ticket sales.
Over three decades, a viclous circle has formed.
The lack of screens means less money and therefore
fewer films belng made. For a short time, satellite —

le. Wh
When

plnganes Bengal, Kolkata mnalned

and now — gave quick money, squeezing
theatres further. Much of this was aggravated by the
pandemic. The result — lhemnnlevmueloumeln

stable because It Is a
metro with higher average ticket
prices. So Hind|, Hollywood, and Ben-

lmememhxmenLOnlywhenlwoblulanmdmm
tickets are sold, when more people walk in to watch

before a release. gall cinemaall have a home here. Out-  films more often, will the Indian film business reflect
For nnmherhappyslurv travel to West side of Kolkata, only Bengall films the country’ssize and potential.

Bengal. When theatres started shutting work. And without screens, that audi- mlhsmedsmmhmmmlnwnmguur
down, golng from 400 In 2000 to 140 in ence simply disappeared. When SVF  aPVR-Inoxin inter-
2015, the largest studio in the region, SVF revived theatres, entire towns came  vention too — maybe u.n holiday for bullding the-

dip. The back intothe game, atres since they are Infrastructure? That is how the
producer of Chokher Bali and Raincoat, That brings thisto the point of this  multiplex boom began in 2001 And it needs more

films, OTTHol- column. There are ways out of

chot and produces thousands of hours of
But

crisis.

endemic problems — it simply needs

TV

‘Theatrical revenue is the engine of the cinema eco-
symun.oﬁhetmmocmenm Indian films made
in2024, this And itdeter-
mines

Much like Khan, SVF’s co-founder Mahcndn
Sonl decided totackle this head on. It started bulld-
ing, managing or acquiring screens across small

m!mlgmbenpmblemnmilismnm lnflﬂ.n!mnneydouno(ﬂnwwnm
US.It ‘might finally be erod-
ing— whichcmudhmcvmmnmdnnguwsimplimmnsforgbhalmmly

ities, mmmm Thls

will go!

SVF s lhale ul the net box office collection in Wm

Bengal doubled.
For

—fall-

For too long the real issues — the lack of
screens, of capital, and of decent marketing — have
been hidden behind silly arguments. Multiplex
versus single-screen film, OTT-versus theatrical,
Hindl versus South — these are the squabbles of a

market where the pie has not been growing. The
domestic theatrical revenue in India has hovered

non-strategic investors, a la Adar Poonawalla in
Dharma on the studio side.
mlaa.:wr«»hawy story. leanlheonmpen
tion film faces
Isnpttymnnudlmdoml mdrmlmimmu
keting, which has become formulaic and totally
online. Ata Mission Impassible - The final Reckoning
show

nlnmmslgnu(?une)fonselﬁe Ditto for & Bengall

1,000 over five
years, In 2023, agmdyeu. 943 million tickets were
sold. The “theatre-going population” stands at 122
million or about 11 per cent of the Itis

Mfmsuaarehmen
ParataCinepolis.
mdmlymmdmwawhnm ukdymw.mhmem.
expand?

Anyvnwmfmmsomuomlcunln humpenndthe

US. Thebiggest

htpssjix.

Academic research in this area ls
sparse, as the book itself reveals. There
are many scholarly works on the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) but
hardly any attention has been paid to
the organisation's outreach to tribals,
with the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram (VKA)
being treated as just another Sangh
affiliate. And so, though there Is little

by way of
it would not be faint praise to say that
the book is outstanding, for it breaks
new ground on the evolution of the

However, VKA's stand on VKA's role in leading intellectual dis-
Tribals and the Hindutva amewor L
against tribals remains framework of political thinker Anto-
ambiguous, though itis nio Gramscl. Ampponed to organic
RSS's thinking on the tribal question. law — k Maolst VKA tradi-
With 108735 active beneficiaries of piloted by the Subaltern? Or an advocate for violence. tional ‘There could be
hostels and education centres, the VKA The author describes the initial ideo- Hindulsation of tribes? estlon of withthis
hasbecome a major pillar of the Sangh logical and moval struggles of those who How VKAshould view tribals who have migrated proposition.
Partvar now, [t was founded 1n 1952 by Jed the VKA: Toaccept from onetribal areato another ‘The VKA may bea part of the RSS but
Ramakant Keshav Dy nu"‘l"‘" tr ip (a insome lonely
I(Pﬂml wllhl;he“ land il issue. This would segue into L North-east, for instance) and furrow. It has not held back from criticis-
£ Jash- 2 deby th of Inganth
pur, Vijaydev nmm.nsmgn.mdzv tmlu\.lnmﬂ!y.nshpandewns place Sarna, the tribal religious ~ Advasi or Vanvask o Istersinth Modi
ohhe code,should have, especially  Tballsdaandthe Scamehchzd fuli MrModi
Politics of Hindutva
me.mcl.lledGhuWapsthmpmedas “Tribal Welfare | i the ofthe Dy Kamal Nayen argue that as tribals have their from any criticism. But VKA's legacy Is
the riposte to the activities of Christian kxshnkh.mtheremnmendmnd Uniform Civil Code (UOC). J.,M own identity, th i >ol-
missionaries that caused as much con- Gandhian Thakkar . Buthe Whileseeking toprotect some  pyplished by Penguin ~ — Whetherto Hindulsmor walkarmade in 1969. When asked if sams-
cemn to the Congress in the 1930s and resigned because he felt fettered. The tribal cultural practices, the Random IslamorCh I by
1940s as to the RSS. The first chief min- VKAh 281 pages V99 slmuldnadquvelhemul nomadic tribes, his answerwas: "If we
Isterof Central Province (th T hasBirsa daand demand for the Sarmna Code, benefits id animals
to modern-day Madhya Pradesh, Chhat- Jalpal Munda the which they enjoy astribals. But the roaming the jungles, can we not persuade
tisgarh and umm«mmm- But VKA andthe refigion. And thy book notes that even in 2023, Chhattis- our people
kar from the Congr fact that Birsa fbeef in th h garh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sal, who sablllsedwaysolﬂfe?cmnnlywem
actually nudged the RSS to form an Munda became a Roman Catholic, east. The book says that lately, the VKA hasbeen active in VKA, he po display "
ten- hassupported leftistactivism ledbythe  that dhould not get inIndian
he felt ibals about the d: AllIndia Union for Forest People (AIUFP)  reservations in jobs or education asthey smmymmummmmmu
missionaries. Parenthetically, Madhya tion. Antl-colonial fighter for tribal land in thetribal regions, contradicting were no longer tribals. deeply researched book that is brim-
Pradesh was the first state in Indiato rights? Oratribal Janata Party's ‘The book has a brief discussion on ming with new ideas.
a» o0 o0 s o0 oo L= o0 oo
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Storm over CAFE

Car fuel efficiency norms should
not chase illusory uniformity

DEEP DIVIDE has emerged within the auto industry over the
proposed Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE) I11 norms,
scheduled to take effect in April 2027.At the centre of the con-
troversy is Maruti Suxuld 's appeal for relaxed emiuion stan-
dards forsmall cars,which h from rival
ers who want the government to stick to a uniform CO? target of 91 4
@/km across all passenger vehicles, While a single emission benchmark
may appear equilable on paper, the shifting auto landscape, from small
kstolk sport utility vehicles (SUVs)and compact SUVs,and
even electric vehicles, suggests that a one-size-| ﬂu allapproach may not
be viable in practice. CAFE norms are essentially emission report cards
that rate a carmaker’s entire fleet, not individual models. Smaller, lighter
can Ilke the Maruti Alto mturally emit less CO? and have historically
from larger, bulkiervehicles, However, CAFE
m ull.ulam targets based onvehicle weight. This weight-based approach
allows high-emission, heavy vehicles more relaxed CO? thresholds while
penalising lighter cars by subjecting them to disproportionately stricter
standards. This threatens the viability of small, affordable cars,

NAQUAINT village,a small market
for curd thrived, where buyers paid
upfront in cash, Alongside, there
was a bustling derivatives market
for future curd deliveries, where
participants paid only a small margin
upfront. Prices in both were interlinked,
but the derivatives market dwarfed the
spot maﬂm ln!ndlngvnlume This set-

@ INCREASING RELEVANCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Today, as the world order faces pressures from
Jddu mdthowoddngmng&woughmany
and the i

® CAPITAL MARKETS
SEBI'S ACTION AGAINST JANE STREET IS A STEP FORWARD, BUT SYSTEMIC REFORMS ARE ESSENTIAL

Resisting the quick buck

NILESH SHAH

Managing director, Kotak Mutual Fund

uncer

relevance and influence of BRICS is rumml

Quick-money addiction

Quick-money addicts, like drug add-
Icts, chase Instant gratification, often
egged on by social media influencers pro-
mising sky-high returns through stock
s Tl teh

ln'mn':eruuu,thzywnpmmmbeuu
cessful fund man, are akin to
e

n Raktabij—slay

1919, ds of Indians 's inefrl Incon- one,and a hundred more emerge. Just as
m:mchadngl‘nmmhzn'md: m were killed in lallhnwah Bagh. In our mn lheUSlegaluﬂmmunemhld Ir- the drug trade faces stringent controls,
bling in thy futuresand rkets,asim- ving P y every penny higher policing, restrictions on advertis-

Enter a wealthy merchant from out- llar massacre occurs every week,where | for f] Madoff™s Ing and g, and severe punish-
side. Noticing the high trading volumes, ~ millions of Indlans get killed economi- me.India’s legal ment (at er),

he flexed his flnanchl mulde buying

cally,not bybullets but by their greed. Sebi

aints in knowledge, Infrastructure, and
case backlogs, allowing manipulators to

clal pmdumma n’un&p’d&ﬂw practices
need controls. A concerted regulatory

b FamRE money.L alll exploit the system, Commercial crimes, | effort L Includ-
M‘“‘“ S“‘“vamd‘ Md' “;3"‘7 40.-.9_%'“""“ "“'“;P“"‘E::I" that derivatives market followed uull wllh belong to the winners' category. " | like market manipulation, often cause | ing swift and exemplary penalties, could
ag d‘“} WADISHON i an " s expl b fa curb this menace,
RCBhilsiVl huvulc!d concern crisisin the the h Ms and potential solutions to prevent fools A
segment, pol that declined 35%bx FY17andFY25, game, He sold call options on curd at ¥ P g Sebi with robust legal tools |~ Power of financial education
while mguhtnry mandates have lnﬂated pﬂcu. Wllh gnly 12% of houu» inflated prices, signalling to the market ital markets. EEEEs—— and fostering a fear of swift AGujarati proverb warns that crooks
hold: 212lakh Ik that p rising, whil l punishment arecriticalto | thrive where greed abounds. The anti-
level vehick ah:w: ach. P s the lesue lan't aboct taneously buying put options at lower- ~ Would HFT firms Anew institutional  deterring futureviolations. | dote to greed is financial education,
vehicles out of reach. From Maru P"gu““"‘ vl u:: h'b“' than-market prices. daredosoin China?  mechanism with emphasising disciplined investing, the
sidesteppis oy 'sabout ensuring that regulatory Quick-money addicts, lured by the Isunlikelythatan HFT  advanced data  Movebeyond Union | rigksof trading,and the dangers of lever-
sdonot to mobility for th steady price uptrend and convinced of  firm would attempt such a lytics, high- Carbide mentality age. Sebi’s "Mutual Fund Sahi Hal" cam-
’l‘ata Mntnn, Mahindn & Mahindra, dnd "Toyota are Dppoud to differ further price rises, jumped in, Theysold  trade Iin China's markets for s The 1984 Bhopaldisas- |~ paign has ralsed awareness about
g that ive out-of-the-money put options at low  threereasons. First,Chinese speed connectivity, tersaw Union Carbideesc- | mutual funds. A similar and perhaps a
P 1 issions. Yet i d g 4 A Mf-interest, p,rmn;uu, b:q‘)'lng ('(:'posckel lﬁ: pl;; 'nnrm:h_ uelarp!ydo-edt t: and ml' to apewndhn;r‘l'llmlmwwqu :‘lal?::ld): ;!lwtr:(hud-hh:lng ;ﬂam.h
mium for quick profits. Some boug| ign sp [ ded encesdespite causing one atutorywarnings,| n
Wh“f these OMpanies sre against m:’ x small b lom:;‘r‘e deep out-of-the-money call options at  activities, IMItING ACCESS.  ———  Of theworld's worst indus- | the tobacco industry, or a levy on F&O
THB leniency &! = low premiums, hoping that prices will ~ Second, Chinese regulators trial tragedies. Similarly,  trading to fund investor warning cam-
cles,citing ""Y for small I Thus, e‘d‘ Is rise toastronomical levels. wield formidable power, employtng tac- | Sebi's order against Jane Street,basedon | paigns could drive home the risks,
¢lfectlvely ptotecung its marht stronghold undcrthe guise of ﬁlmenor But late in the afternoon, the mer- tics akin to sam, dam, dand, 1 - Iimpeccable analysis of 21 trading days, = Requiring traders to pass exams before
forstrict chant pulled g p sion, fines, p or dlvmon o | mustg g p gaging n g may filter
lhtemwhen seenin tht of exhlinguxmucturn Thcgoodl and services ey '. espot s Lo force ds e oxopt Thind, | profits. plaryp outreckless participants.
hicle's size, es, causing a P n hy fa deter Cobclusion
fuel type and lnatumhimllar uend loglf‘wuld nnﬂhlybe extended to #pot :;‘m‘""nm peicss. The qu“.l:; w"“ 'qm by m' oo lmn:',m: Need for counterbalancing Unchecked financial muscleand spec-
with global practices. Major The merchant, while lnturrlng some | servesasa powerful India’s hani ulative frenzy can destabilise markets,
auto "‘Wkﬂu like lhﬁ US CNM Japan, Korea,and E\Imfl’e offer ’Ekx:hml’)‘ losses on his spot market sales, reaped  markets, India’s Institutional investors,often | leaving retall investors vulnerable. Sebl’s
their CAFE frameworks, recog- market. able, lacking similar ¢ fear- veighted e p
nmng theirenvironmental and socio-economic benefits, mnwnk. the manchanl repeated some power to regulate, orders, Iﬁ‘rﬂ' a@mxﬁon or leverage to but |ymmlc reforms are essentlal.
Pastcompl dsadd further While CAFEI(2017-2022) thiscydeatthe Strength o ¢ NUNISY PO, coom
wealth while the addicts suffered crush Y powers rightfully restrict their abmry to lhon ing g treat-
ot ea:lhynm:l due o the then domlnznl p';. ofsmall mﬂd rela- Ing losses. Eventually, the village market SeN'londeugalnu Jane Street demo- markets or write Ing crime serbously, curbing
tively targets, CAVE 1l (2021 2027) has proven ""f"nds;‘"ﬂl"& head caught wind of the scheme and AP et def I nan
Vs hat at lea man- i lous d vsisbutthe | A d fal ical
ufacturers exceeded !he 113 g.’km limit ln FY23. LAFE s l(dﬂuhm&h ten| plnﬂhhmxymlnmthe Secumies broader legal framework forthesamere- | withadvanced dauamlyua,lughvvpeed India's markets. Only byaddressing these
ydy gly and Exchange Board of India’s (Sebl) = mainsinadequate, Cases from the 1992 | connectivity, and access to leverage Is | Issues head-on can India prevent its mar-
toward heavier vehicles. A rigid of dards across recent order against Jane Street,a high- aritl R P B needed,as Is theability toact decisivelyto kets from becoming playgrounds for
rhhmﬂ!\gcarmmhlpalux;.\ry The st therefors act il g (HFT) flrm.OnApril 13, bankrupt but not the p under- HFT, manipulative merchants.
. Theg

as a mediator and design a flexible framework that should include differ-
entiated targets, segment-wise adjustments, or weighted credit systems,
The path forward must balance environmental responsibility with equi-
table access to mobil gulation serves progress, rather
than some illusory uniformity,

Al talent war is the stuff of
Steve Jobs' nightmares

Car emission control: No hot pursuit

Relaxation in CAFE III for small cars would be a

BVR SUBBU

The writer is an auto industry veteran and
member of the Board of KP(T Technologies

step in the right direction, because it would
catalyse industry to think more as engineers

Imagine whal that means—any multi-
utility yvehicle rolled

YOUWOULDN'T! of ", but hecer- THE CORPORATE Fuel Effi- using, lower  help ensure auto original equipment

tainlyloved 1 ﬂn-nf!hewple Inc. der’s ngs clency(CA d h k of steel in some areas of skin b

Isthis 2005 to Bruce Chizen, i the time: p P panels, and so on, or just have smaller denominator games, and actually spend
Bruce, lly consid engines, as much money on engineering develop-
Adobe is mcmlmuﬁnmdpph. They have hired one person already and i ered prop to the l\nl emdency could, ent, incre, igh ment

ing lots more. I h that wdm'rmllﬁum an ightofth of i le-vols dels s The argument against size- specific

Adabe.ltmu)muhawnd!a‘mlpauq Dmafu:mun:harwaawpalkyi’bnu nent that the average kerb weight goesupbut ~ CAFE 1l norms used by the auto compa-

let me know uho.

hc
national priority “of controlling the
growth in imported petroleum, oll, and
I

the CO2 target also goes up somewhat.
‘mey oould also weed out low-sale but

nies is that consumers are moving away
from smaller cars to larger cars, But there

outwithsucha pomenraln could poten-

tlally meet, even exceed, CAFE norms,

and push industry towards a virtuous

development cycle without sacrificing

the overall national priorities. What
b ok

Steve
The email, along with many others, was submitted as evidence in a fascinati

or Ol:l MNC players from h';imlngu such
Do

p high line-up y not have the abil-
P Justice y tocut fuel d 1 and goal, eyeAlotoffisst-timebuyers ity or the desire? Or is it some combina-
panies, and fth ds of tech emp h ded th allco2 Ifth vith CAFE are still probably opting for  tion of both put in the harsh beam of
P p Th P Apple, TheCAFE targetof each manufacturer [, the CAFE Il proposed to Manufacturers smaller and used cars. Itls  quarterly number targets by stockmar-
Adobe,Google, Intel, Intuit,eBay, Pixar,and | il P Is y first deriving the average  belmplemented from April very likely that the huge ket analysts who know, understand, or
almost $500 million in settlements. 2027 could only serve to  1ove largercarsfor  orouen of mid-segment  carelittle for the future? At the risk of
‘Thanks to his way with words, jobs made himself the ufacturers, Then by scaling the industry heighten this perverse  the ;M reason  cars Is actually based on sounding qnluli‘ll has often ap)pumd
vh dy fth ug] average target to the weighted average  effect, As presently pro- make demand from multiplecar-  tome that the EVelectric vehicle) thrust
red-handed cases in the history of the US tech industry. "I kerb weight the manufacturer-specific  posed, the new norms will d'l " "My ownership families,and/or  of some our auto glants is probably as
ypleased ify ing dep CO2 target is derived.And finally, it man- undoubtedly work in ar greater from second-time buyers much a serlous commitment to EVs as it

pdoing this," gle dates that theachleved CAFE of theman-  favour of bigger cars, not profits than vh pth isaway of g CAFE norms.
in 2007, forwarding a cold email from Googl g for each year is based on the necessarily in favour of the small cars lue chain, D A in CAFE 111 for small cars,
team. The recruiterwas pmmptlyllnsd welghted average of the cars soldacross ~ national ities of con- turing for either of these  asapparently proposed by Maruti, would
Today, as some Al theirfleet,and the CO2 emissions of each llo}llng fu.el consumption e trends serve ;: I:hv:l‘r;lrl ;“ Ny doub 0 Pl ;wn: “l'yu

fwhat q i national interest, or merely a tion, because it would t catal

DAVE LEE  afaidof: Anc holds-barred fight for the best people, with manufacturer-specific target to achleve Manufacturers lovelargercars forthe  Interest? That is the basic question the y gl d
employees holding all the cards. Top engineers are being compliance with CAFE [ norms. simple reason that they make them far Industry has to ask—and answer, less as bean counters. Yet, beyond even
Sloomberg courted like starting pitchers and star quarterbacks, Meta Given natlonal priorities, the govern-  greater profits than small cars, A 20% Ag;ln, if lndumy Is really engineer-  this, could the government think of ran-
Platforms Inc, for instance, is going after talent with “pay ment had probably hoped for the auw I i rialand ing-f¢ ught to Imk to  dom testing of vehicles from dealers’
ckagesof upto§ fouryears,"reported W Industry gy and engi 1 creating new pawennln gl g for and put in
‘Mﬂld‘lp\“ﬂ theframing) P unit p by 10096, In such cir- One Chinese f; place the strongest deterrent possible to
Whateverthesizeofth ¥ theaggr i derabl h ‘that would achieve this goal. cumstances, who rﬂltyamﬁ[ncnmoml revealed, a few years back, a plug-in  guard against shenanigans of the GM
*Ifeel now, as If; there are possible perver- pmmiu hybrid electric vehicle powertrain solu- Tavera sort which are probably more

into our home and stolen something,"wrote Opem\l‘x chief research officer, Mark
ed by Wired.,

Chen,ina obtal: OpenAl CEO Sam Altman, while
v ¥

fro ] deal l‘ernne!hlng,menu!nphym

seem tohave for one another, And

for talented Al enymen Isn't limited to the largest mmpanln'mm;wed to lhe
past,” paints out Firas Sozan, CEO of tech recruitment group Harrison Gub ,"you

don’tneed ¥ product. P Y B
Isdoing be d up speaking apital
d dixand h "
OpenAl's pitch to p ! " ke th that artif-
fal 1 1

2]

b v ¥ ' L d F 4 g of its
work Is dedicated to achieving it, whereas those working on Meta's Al will spend at
Iaanmnfumrtlmmlnmigmhownanheuudmhumumupmnddy
viral videos toy vill beat
tostaffinamemo,

 Jobs to keep empl

' Altman said

slons.| yp P
the weight of their fast-selling models by

ives could of course include
llk based CAFE [l norms which could

THE EDITOR

Proceed with
GM cautiously

Apropos of “GM hitches and hits* (FE,
July 7), the pressure exerted by the US
on India to open up its agricuiture and
dairy sectors, during the trade talks, is
huge. The firmness with which India
negotiates on vmoul items witha

Almpmmnn'udyomknbuny p 'p employ
Instead,

employees that their Al work Is the ane that will matter most in the history books,
thing,
p y

y of these two
vital sectors deserves a pat. Adopting
genetically modified (GM) varieties of
crops in Indian fields would spur

political and farmers' protests as
there is genuine fear of losing the
significance of traditional country
seed varieties, The lessons learnt from
taking the GM Bt cotton crop to the
fields cannot be forgotten. Increasing
production of rice, wheat, cereals and
pulses is necessary to sustain food
security but surely not at the cost of
the health of the producer, consumer,
and the soil. The recent successful
tests of three genome-edited rice
varieties await legal recognition, We
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in any manner, el

tion with a 1.5L 130PS IC engine that
returned a stunning 60 kmpl range!

must not hasten in embracing GM
crops, as food safety comes first.
~RY Baskaran, Pune

Sebi shows its teeth

Apropos of “Lessons from Jane Street”
(FE, July 7), kudos to the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) for
taking on lane Street. The fact that the
firm took an early waming lightly
means it is a repeat offender. Nitin
Kamath is right in his assesment that
this move will have a cascading effect

rampant—not by design—than the
industry would care to admit?

on retail activity, Sebi has its task cut
out to keep its house clean. If both
brokers and mutual fund houses are
crying foul over market maniputation
by high-frequency trading firms, it
cannot brushed under the rug. Retal
investors have been putting thei
hard-earmed money and faith into the
market month after month, and that
must be protected at all cost.

~Bal Govind, Noida
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Crypto menace
Disregarding US, India must stick to crypto regulation

ver since Donald Trump took over as
E President, the regulations in the US have

become much more favourable to
stakeholders in the eryptocurrency ecosystem. Not
only has the new administration relaxed curbs and
scrutiny on investors and companies in this space, it
is also helping boost the price of cryptocurrencies
through its strategic crypto reserve, The Indian
government, however, need not toe the U8 line in
regulating crypto assets.

Inarecent interview to this newspaper,
Ve Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
0 rightly said that India must adopt ‘its own
(LR studied approach’ in framing crypto
\ regulations — one where innovation
continues, but with adequate checks and
balances. The Trump administration’s
moves regarding the crypto industry have
been quite bizarre, In a presidential order in
January, the Biden administration's efforts
to frame a comprehensive crypto regulation,
looking at money-laundering and other
risks, was scrapped. Work on creating a
central bank digital currency was also
stopped. Instead, a strategic bitcoin reserve
was created using crypto assets,
notwithstanding civil or criminal
proceedings. The Trump administration’s
resolve to continue to build this stockpile
has resulted in taking the price of bitcoin and
other crypto assets to record highs, Other
countries are unlikely to build similar
reserves, given the extremely volatile price
movement in cryptoassets which can
compromise the external account,

The strategic reserve has been followed by
the passing of the GENIUS (Guiding and
Establishing National Innovation for US
Stablecoin) Act by the US Senate. These
rules here appear to be less anarchic, The Act
allows only issuers identified by the
government to launch stablecoins which
need to be fully backed by dollars, short-term
US treasury bills or bonds, bank deposits or
money market funds. Since the stablecoins
will be linked to the dollar, they may turn out
to be more stable than cryptos, Violations of
the law could lead to fine of up to $1 million
or imprisonment of up to five years, This Act
will become a reality once the House of
Representatives passes it. This could lead to
aslew of stablecoin launches in the US.

India can shrug aside such developments
inthe US and continue working on its
central bank digital currency, both the
wholesale and retail versions, With
cross-border payments between many
countries being done in local currencies,
CBDCs can play alarge part in facilitating
this, While the retail CBDC adoption is slow
50 far, it can gain traction going forward as
the use of physical currencies declines, As far
as the regulations of private
cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin go, India
needs to continue working towards a global
regulatory framework which includes
information-exchange between countries.
Given the dispersion of miners, traders and
users across geographies, it is not possible
for a single country to crack down on misuse
of these assets. A global framework is the
way forward, regardless of the path the US
adopts,

OTHER VOICES.

Gua hreilian

B8BC’s ind and funding face chall
The BAC wit sum\ charge US users for lull News access, In B!nn it may seem
adistant prospect, but f universality can be dropped abroad, how long before
It's tested at home? With the BBC'S charter due for renewal in 2027, the
funding debate Is intensifying What becomes of the licence fee wil define the
broadcaster’s future, There is increased scruting of Auntie's independence and
Impartiabty after political pressure was applied through censure, lunding
freezes and contentious board appointments, What the BBC should look ke in
a fragmented media landscape Is uncertain, A big question is whether the
licence fee levied on households should be replaced by subscription, limited
advertising or public funding. The last option Is surely a non-starter, opening
the door to more direct political control, soweon ans &
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Why the spirit of ‘greater BRICS' resonates worldwide

The 17th BRICS Summit marks the hrst high-profile gathering of the “greater
BRICS family™ in ks new “114 10" format — comprising 11 member countries
and 10 partner countries — following Indonesis’s official entry into the BRICS
cooperation mechanism in January and Vietnam's officlal joining as a BRICS
partner country in Jne. The summit is themed 'Strengthening Global South
Cooperation for More Inclusive and Sustainable Governance’, As the world is
entering a new period of turbulence, characterised by rising unilateralism and
protectionism, and some maor powers increasingly disengaging from
International governance, BRICS remains steadfast i Its or iginal aspiration,
focusing squarely on cooperation and development. meumw, v e

LOXESHWARRI SK

he BRICS summit 2025 has
drawn toa close with the
usual commitment to fo
cooperation in the Global
South and the expected
tirade from Donald Trump, But there
was plenty of drama shead of the
summit, with the Indian government
Roing to great lengths to clarify that
members of the bloc are not conspiring
todethrone the dollar. The MEA
Secretary had clarified that the members
are only evaluating alternative channels
o trude in national currencies to protect
themselves from geopolitical
vulnerabilities and that it should not be
construed as a move towards
‘de-dollarisation’,
This is & classic case of the lady
protesting too much, With the trade
withTr
m-nhu( the final stage, the Indian
Rovernment does not want to be seen to
be working closely with China and
Russia to find an alternative to the
dollar, Especially when the US President
had held out a stern warning in January,
saylng, “We are going to require a
commitment from these seemingly
hostile countries that they will neither
create a new BRICS currency, nor back
uny other currency to replace the mighty
US dollar or, they will face 100 per cent
tariffy.” But despite these threats, the
BRICS iy certainly trying to create a
viable alternative d
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BRICS currency
to BRICS Pz

The BRICS members are quietly working on an
t channel which will

paymen

and China as the growth drivers in the
next few decades. But the group is now
turning into a mighty force comprisi

allthe important countries in the Glo
South, While the inclusion of South
Africain 2011 expanded the bloc
ullghrl?-. the Russia Ukraine war in 2022
turned out to be the game-changer for
this bloe, The addition of six new
members in 2024-25 — Egypt, Ethiopla,
Indonesia, and Iran, Saudi Arabla, and
the United Arab Emirates — has now
made the bloc a force to reckon with.
The BRICS members may be

dcpcndenw onthe dnllnr ml the US

1 but together, they
uumm for 29 per cent of global GDP on

G mulm of a BRICS currency may not
be a reality anytime soon, but BRICS
PAY, an alternative to SWIFT, Is already
operational with Russia and China as the
main users, Many of the members are
also settling trade with each other in
local currencies.

The strutegy being adopted by the
BRICS appears a smart one. l1|ry are not
challenging the dominance of the dollar
explicitly; but are slowly working on
reducing the dependence on the ‘mighty’
dtilar”‘!‘i\ fis fthis { ﬁl?

ng parity basis, They account
for 48.5 pcru'm of the globa

population, which provides them alarge
muh:l for thelr produce.

The vast land masses of Russia and
Chima lmrly that 36 per cent of earth's
territory is with BRICS. More important,
the rare earth minerals which are needed
1o drive the emerging technologies are
concentrated here; 72 per cent of thewe
reserves are owned by BRICS members,
With UAE, Iran and Saudi Arabla jolning
the hl(x. 43.6 per cent of the global ol

be evident ten years later.

GROWING CLOUT OF BRICS

The US and its President have a reason
to fear the growing clout of the BRICS
bloc, While it was quite toothless in its
inftial years, with the only binding factor
being the Goldman Sachs report in 2001
pointing towards Brazil, Russia, India

The US and its
President have a reason
to fear the growing
clout of the BRICS bloc.
While it was quite
toothless in its initial
years, it Is now turning
into a mighty force

and 36 per cent of natural
gn roduction Is from BRICS members.

The BRICS mandate of increasing the
influence of Global South countries in
International governance and improving
the ‘legltimacy, equity in participation,
and efficlency of global institutions such
s the UN, IMF, World Bank, and WTO'
appeans to be resonating with many
countries,

It's therefore not surprising that more
countries are now wanting to join the
BRICS, Anew category of BRICS partner
countries was formed through the
Johannesburg Declaration in 2024, The
BRICS partner countries are Helarus,
Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Nigeria, Thalland, Vietnam, Uganda, and
Uzl an.

BRICS PAY
The BRICS Is wtill in fts f stage,
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BRICS: FROM STRENGTH
TO STRENGTH
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-

alternative

the dollar

R TTT ARASATOR T

India, Chinaand South Africa seem
ite reluctant. China's inevitable

pminance in the currency bloc will not
be acceptable to others including India,
Also, the belligerent statements being
Insued by the POTUS against the launch
of a common currency |s making the
bloc tread cautiously in this regard,

But they are certainly moving ahead in
reducing the dollar's dominance, The
first step has been an Increase in
bi-lateral trade settlement In local
currencies. India too has been seetling
its trade with Russia, the UAE, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Bhwtan and lran in local
currencies n the last couple of years.
China s already settling almost 30 per
cent of its trade in yuan,

Russia and China have spearheaded
the creation of an alternative platform

globe’s rare
on earth oarth

Share of
total
global oil

Share of Share of

global global
natural gas | mineral cosl
@@

effective. But its ability to come with an
alternative to the dollar and
West-controlled trade settlement
systems Is undisputed,

Though creation of a BRICS currency
was on the table at one point, and the
New Development Bank which can
facilitate this is also in place, launching a
COMIMON CUITENCY APPEATs Next to

Sowce: Srcairal

evaluating areas where it can be

at this juncture, Brazil and
Russia are willing to work towards it, but

for ¢ b trade serth -
BRICS Pay. This L system is
already linked to 7; countries and is

evolving as a strong contender to
SWIFT. BRICS Pay enables settlement
in 23 currencies including the dollar,
yuan, rupee and the currencies of all
other BRIC: \ummrlc-

BRICS Pay I8 designed in such a way
that it uses ¢ h-ul ing Infrastructure of
the BRICS countries, so the payment is
made in the internal payment system of
the participating countries, due to which
the funds move fast.

Inthe declarations after the BRICS
summit 2025, it was said, “We task our
ministers of finance and central bank

OVErNOrs, as appropriate, to continue
:‘hc dmunkm‘?n’: u’f"
Cross-Border Payments lmnulvc. and
acknowledge the progress made by the
BRICS Payment Task Force (BPT ) yin
Identifyin ble pathways to support
the mn)unqjm of E. scussions on IPI:

| for greater | ibility of

BriCS payment systems.”

The bloc Is, therefore, in the process
of putting together an alternative
channel, brick by brick, How many of the

P

members adopt It and whether it can
challenge the West-led institutions, only
time will vell

Will Dreamfolks-Adani fracas hit airport lounge access?

Axis Bank, ICICI Bank card-holders can continue to access Adani group-run lounges unless terms and conditions are changed

bl.explainer

Ancesh Phadnis

Who runs lounges at various
alrports in the country?

‘Travel Food Services Private Lud (TFS),
Saptagiri Restaurant Private Lidand
Encalm Hospitality Private Ltd are top
three lounge operators in the country.
Adanl group operates seven alrports and
these have 17 lounges. The lounges at
Adani alrports are run by the group in
partnership with other companies
including TFS,

Access to lounges Is generally avallable
o top tier members of loyalty
programme, first or business class
passengers of alrlines and credit card
holders.

According to the Crisil [ntelligence
report of June, 70-80 per cent of

ssengers access alrport lounges usin
mucr"“én card mx.;':unmw .

What is the DreamPFolks
controversy all about?

DreamPFolks, which Is a travel and
lifestyle aggregator, began operations in
2013, DreamFolks has tie-ups with
qungc nptnm\n. banks, card networks,
With

How Is the access to the loung
determined?
There are primarily two types of lounges

~ those which are exclusive to an airline
oran alrline alliance (Star Alliance,
SkyTeam or oneworld) and common use
lounges developed by alrports,
Currently, among airlines, only Air India
has an exclusive lounge at Delhi alrport.
While the Alr India Jounge for domestic
passengers is operational, the one on the
international side Is under rcmwutlm

these tie-ups it facl litates accens to

airport lounges through its platform,
‘The company generates significant
share of revenue on a per passenger
basis (by levying a pre-determined fee
on fts clients) w%mg: I recognised when
auser swipes or taps credit card/debit
card at the lounge.

Earlier this week DreamFolks notified

stock exchange that certain p

ADANI GROUP, Claims intermediaries
na longer required for accessing lounges

operators of pressure tactics that had
resulted (n closure of programmes,

What % have been made by
Mld u at ity a with
p lrvm:
g- holders?
e Adani grwp says that
Intermediaries are no longer required
for g lounges as Indian

ull( 1C1 llunl: and Axix Bank have been

Common use I y
alrports is the pmmlcm type lnllndln

Inued from July 1. Its g
Liberatha Kallat also accused al rport

are now directly collaborating with the

Bank card-holders may access lounges
elther via a swipe of card at EDC
machines or through pre-booking viaa
QR code process

. This programme offered by Adani
Digital Labys covers all lounges at the
group-run alrports,

‘Thus, the DreamFolks controversy
has no lmpact on passengers,
Card-holders of Axis Bank or ICICI Bank
can continue to access the lounges
unless terms and conditions are changed
by banks,

What's the road ahead for
DreamPolks?

DreamPolky sald It is currently
evaluating the exact potential impact of
1CICH Bank and Axis Bank's actions, and
It ks likely vo be material in nature. |
company iy committed to taking
requisite actions for mitigating the
impact,

“We would like to assure our investors
that this is a temporary phase. We
remaln fully committed to long term
wealth creation and are actively
evaluating all possible alternatives to

group to enhance service quality and
perlence for thelr

mitigate any potential impact,”
7 ‘ mnmn Kallat sald.
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man
This refers to ‘Croaked Street’ (Auly
7). SERM's action agairst big time
traders like Jane Street for
manipulating Bank Nty options and
equity settlement prices thraugh
expiry-day bulk trades was long
averdue, The cane exposes a clear

question; How will SE & compensate

the lakhs of retal evestors who lost

money due to such privieged

manipulative practices? Regulatory

action must go beyond punishement
ndl also add

lost freedams of the people. His ke
stens from Trumg's One Big
eautiful B8, which he cals
‘miadness’ that will drawn the ration
In detat. The bil, making tax cuts

SERImust dso urgenely ban
reversal based expiry day trades,

f unpust erv ichment, by
artificiaty depeessing index levels
the hral minutes of expiry benehting
from derivatives positions at the
drect expense of retail investors,
‘who make up over 90 per cent of the
markes
Such two way expiry- day trades (sel
before expiry, reverse after) dtart
price discovery 1 azero sm
markee Whie SERI's dsgorgement
order s welcome, it ralses a larger

o
traders and FPls, and ensure equal
access to trading infrastructure to
protect market integrity.
Srinlvasan r
oo

Elon Musk vs Trump

lon Musk has stirred a starm in
American politics by lsnching the
‘American Party,'a clarion call for
revolution, promising to restore the

. boasting military
spending, and sashing social weltare
programmes, theeaters companies
Tike Musk's Testa, Musk's hrancial
clout and X's reach make him
formidatile, yet the histery of third
parties and his unclear policies pose
challenges

RX Jain “Arijeet
e
uce

Apropos 'We need more urban
co-op banks’ (July 7). Whie the R8I
Director's views are valid for

indusive barking growth and
utreach, a major Issue that s
Isthe serse

power produced through renewable
energy sources, especally when

of mmmnydmm UCH falures.
There must be concerted efforts and
an action plan to halt UCH falures,
apart from Fully securing the
deposits through the DICGC scheme
which limits compensation to oy
5 lakh.

abocare lage, Ko ratabe

Storing RE power

This refers to ‘Why renewabile
energy needs rapid adoption of grid
formng iverters’ (July 7). The
writer has rightly highlighted the
need for indiato go in for adopting
newer technologies in storage of

of HE power s comtant
Mmy States ke Rajasthan, Gujarat,
P and U9 are going in for salar
power nstallations in a big way.
However, the RE sector faces mult)
operational issues swch as less
demand from buyers for the pamer
during pesk supply season and the
fack of required infra in staring the
energy produced for a sustaned
supply in which India lags behind
many countries ke Australia,
Germany and China

foth these swes need to be
rescived for a hassle free journey in
RE sector
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Agenda for urban India

Citizens, industry must join hands to create infra

Vietnam opens the door for Trump

Vietnam’s last minute trade deal with the US may deliver some benefits to the US, but could prove adverse for Vietnam

thehindubusinessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

July 8,2005

London blasts rock markets

The stock markets took a tumble on Thursday as panic about the implications
of the blast in London set in. The markets opened weak on a note of

correction and rising crude oll prices, but by 2 p.m,, when news of a series of
blasts in London underground trains trickled in, some panic selling led to a

s
Export profile

Top 10 exports from Vietnam over year ending June 2023 ($ mn)

Computers, electrical products and components thereaf 25,587
Telephones, mobid e phanes and parts thereol 24,200

Machine, equipment, toels and Instruments 19,700

Toxtiles and garments 15,730

Footweas 9,822
Other products 7,652
Other means of transportation, parts and accessories thereol 6,675
Woad and wooden products 6,087
Iron and steel 4,258
Fishery products 4,146
[ crarrs
Import sources Export destinations
Top 10 sources of imports into Vietnam Top 10 export destinations for Vietnam
yearending June 2023 {$ mn} year ending June 2023 ($ mn)
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Foreign investment Trade profile
Foreign direct investment (FOI) In Vietnam Vietnam's trade by type of source

In 2023, by country ($ mn)
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Vlnmm tot)u- US — Chart 1), for which

uluh-l n-emhly pnim but also

—
Chandrajit Banerjee
MACROSCAN,
ndia is undergoling a historic
urban transformation. Witha
urban population of
675 million by 2035 and over 70
million n:wbrz-lldcnu expected in i, S
our citiesby 2045, this transition nearly July, US President Donald
will define the trajectory of our Trump announced that he had
economicand social development signed a trade agreement with
for decades tocome. The question Vietnam, days before the July 9
isnolonger whether India will end to his pause on the policy of
ulhnlu ~ltis hmlcﬂeclm CITIES. Infra fOcus s mamamiin imposing differential and illogleally
leverage, and lead this graded punitive tariffs on all trading
um-n todrive national stakeholder, butasa co-owner of partners. Those “reciprocal” -nd
onmt:mnvm solutions, These institutions ddi ] tariffs were mag)

Cltlesare more than population  should jointly manage real-time paused for three months, pending
centres — they are engines of P dashboards, urban B nnmduhuluhuwm
gm‘th,mwvumm digy d feedback loops d to Inltl that

that i reduced all, md especlally the most
v.nnlpnn ms, logistics Apowerful precedent comes egregious, of bilateral trade deficits of
hubs, hwnn«,cmvg) sanitation,  from the Bangalore Agenda Task lm.
and waste mmu«emam isthe Force, where civicleaders, The deal with Vietnam Is still only the
hardware of ‘economic cﬂ'lclcnc) cltizens, and industry co-created second such agreement, The first, with

l,.q.... ! — from & doo the UK, was by no means significant
India’ l d I from the point of view of either US or
under serfous stress, Congestion, lervlcu m— lu) wasnot Jua global trade. But the second, with
water! i aged solid P butsl Vietnam, is a victory for Trump for many
waste, inad poar hip reasons,
logl W dweak Fourth, d To start with, Vietnam, a much

icipal fi IR must be d smaller country than the US, has agreed

I i tional P 1o reduce tariffs on its imports from the
uvhnluﬂm r{nue lassuesarenot private sector is already US to zero, further opening up its
onlycivie —th d ing what's possibl markets in areas such as agriculture
economic. Accordin? twtheAsian  The Tirupur water PPP, for where domestic producers are likely to
Development Bank, Indialosesup  example, used a BOOT model to beadversely affected.
wmhulwn annually dueto lumlnahlyddmr water o both Second, in return for this, the Trump
| users, administration has only promised to

Whyn,md poor Such models —where mmwy reduce tarlffs on goods produced in and

ure. These are direct leads design, delivery, and exported from \’Ianul\ toa still high 20
hlum Industrial productivityand  risk-sharing — can nowbe per cent, as compared to the 46 per cent
lltmnldomg: l panded to waste p tariff threat held out on “Liberation day"

1 globally comp circular dels, and when variable ‘reciprocal tariffs' and

dinclusived tically, India ds lized other lm) were slapped on each one

doptabold and fr of the US' trade partners,
mlq;rw.-d urban reform agenda Fifth, PPPs must be recast for
~ one that is systemic, scalable, today’s urban reality, With “TRANSHIPPED’ GOODS
and sustainable, de-risking Instruments like ‘Third, what is striking Is that Vietnam
vhhlhtyprpwnglwuhm has also agreed as part of the “deal” toa
SIXREFORMS unds, we can crowd in A0 per cent tarifY on goods
l*lnt. urhn m!mmnnuumuu \nna term Pdvnu capital forboth “transhipped” thr the country and
be wational b field upgrades and exported to the US. ' h the term
Infrastructure, Justas ports, greenfield transformation, transhipped has not been clearly defined
u\dmrgymdah.whun ﬁmh lndu-uy must co-develop anyer, !t obviously does not refer just to
of modem “re-exports”, or goods produced
pnnlcuhﬁy inmobility, waste cities, From Al- powered elsewhere that pass through Vietnam
mnnqemenz.lndmrr systems infnltmmn phnnlngm before entering the US, but mustbea
- muu( I permits, reference to goods produced or
ing rk digital publi assembled In Vietnam using some as yet

Secmd, urban N st dnma Im efficle unspecified proportion of Inputs from

be synct dwith industrial d da,uy ‘t.'m < ouxmlmguﬁw lhmncﬁ-mbc
dors. Aspatially Integrated Finally, urban ref be clarified, and in any case |s difficult to
model — g reglonal dwith d €.
transit, zoning, and economic Industry alike, Participatory Given the way in which Vietnam Is
nnnhﬁw i p fr d policy mdlmgkhl value chains, this
productive, and liveable pmple,mdprlvmmpfulmll account for  large part of its
-indy | give cities the resilience and exports tothe US, Imported inputs and

Third, India must urgently regiumnquyn«dmmm. components enter not only more
create unified, tech-enabled urban India's urban moment is here, modern sectors like and
governance bodies. These bodi The dertak electronie products, ma.hlnrry and
should notonly streamline will determine whether our cities telephones (the first, second and fourth
plumhuandappmvnln butalso become barriers or bridges to largest category of goods exported from
embed private sector leadership national progress.
from day one. Industry must have " . " r
aseatatthe table —not just asa Theweer s Cirector Genar, 01 Given Vietnam'’s r”mon

in global production
chains, the tariffs on goods
produced in the country as
well as those transhipped
are likely to be damaging

g areas |
textiles and footwear, with imports or
fabrics and processed leather.

Imports are sourced fr

chains Is to serve as the final finishing

point in global trade platforms involving

multiple countries,

In this relationship, the USisa much

strategy of relocation, Asa result,

foreign direct investment flows from

these countries to Vietnam tended to be

high (Chart 4), China, together with

Hong Kong SAR, took the lead in foreign

direct investment, followed by
Singapare.

Note that these countries could have
been only the proximate source but not

actual nationality (or home country)
the firms engaging in this FDI,
Singapore was followed by Japan,
Talwan and South Korea. These
countries were using Vietnam as an

of

platform, with exports directed

substantially to the US, which was a

relatively small source of FDI, This role
of Vietnam is also corroborated by the

evidence that foreign direct Invested

enterprises accounted for 73 per cent of
Vietnam's goods exports and 65 per cent

of its goods imports (Chart 5).

NEGATIVE IMPACT

Given this position of Vietnam in global
production chalns, both the 20 per cent
tariff on goods | roduced within
that country nndmrlcd tothe US,and

the 40 rcemmmmd\e‘m(m
transhipped through it are

damaging, since low margins make it

Iy tobe

difficult to absorb these tarlffs Into costs
without affecting prices. Devaluation of

Vietnam's currency to lower dollar
prices and neutralise tarlff increases
would also be damagi:

. If devaluation

Is to be effective In achleving this, money

earnl
the Increase in the costs of imports

must be reined [n to prevent

triggering equivalent all-round inflation,

compressing demand and growth,
Itis true that the US too would be

affected, because Vietnam is the sixth
largest import source for the US, The
tariffs would ralse prices In the US and

add to the inflationary consequences
higher tariffs on other countries. But
there are ather likely benefits for the

of

us

from the deal. The first is the effect that

the high transshipment trade tariffs

would have on the use of countries like

Vietnam as low-cost production or
assembly bases for exports tothe US,

That would set limits on countries like
China using relocation to Vietnam as a

means 1o export to the US,

circumventing any direct curbs on thelr
exports to the US. This may encourage
some shift of manufacturing back 1o the

Us.
More importantly, however, the
agreement with Vietnam would

establish a template for deals with other
countries, which, if they fall to accept a

similar deal in the near Tuture, wou

forced into dolng so by being slapped

* o+

with tariffs of 40 per cent or even more

umhalrnpom tothe US, The

maore

export &
China, with the latter sccounting for less

h y

cent of the market the US

diverse as China, South Korea, hpun
Taiwan, and even the US (Chart 2),
With imports from these sources

procﬂled or assembled in Vietnam, the

result s overwhelmingly
export ror US and China, with
South Korea and Japan also being
Important, but far less significant,
markets for the country (Chart 3).
Clearly, Vietnam's role in productl

rovides Vietnam, Since the US is a far
less important source of its imports than

China, Vietnam notched up a trade
surplus withthe US (832 billion
year-ending June 2023 ) and a deficit
with China ($12 billion).

Firms from most of the countries that

had close trading relations with

Vietnam, saw it a5 & low-cost production
sulted toa

location with

d tothe US

¥

from ity tud.mg partners may have o

salutary effect on US growth after a bout

of inflation,

Only tme will tell how significant that
outcome would be or whether it would
be subverted by collateral processes it

unleashes. But the deal, tho
second agreement which the US
been able to seal as July 9

honly the

roaches,

would definitely be damaging for many
of the US's mdlng partners, including

Vietnam,

BRICS demand wealthy nations fund climate transition

near 2 per cent loss In the benchmark Indices, The Sensex shed 142.47 points Reuters l!\eGloUSoumm global The important thing is that we are standard position for emerging
to close at 7,145.13 wnrmlnh the willing to overcome t! momlu dohlmhdmn.
eaders of the BRICS group of atlons nummlzln dictions,” s tioned
P&G to hive off detergent facility in M.P, loping P w0 Minister Marina Silva said on thy he group's support fora fund that
Proctor and Gamble Hygiene and Health Care Ltd (PGHHL) today amounced uddnuﬂwlhnmdchﬂan'u Seill, a jolnt from BRICS of th when asked Brazll protect
that It was considering hiving off it detergent manufacturing faciity in Madhya of climate change on Monday, the final  leaders released on Sunday argued about the plans to extract ofl off the endangered forests — the Tropical
Pradesh. In a notice to the BSE, the ksted entity of the Proctor and Gamble day of thelr summit in Riode Janeiro,  that fossil fuels will continue to play of the Forests Forever Pacility — as a way for
Group sald its board of directors was slated 1o meet on July 11 to consider that wealthy nations fund ~ an important role in the energy Intheir joint BRICS ging fund cliy
transler, by way of sale or otherwise, of its detergent manufacturing business, obal mit! of mix, particularly in devel underscored that providing clmrmumhwnddu
gnldom economies, climate finance *4 P of Y reqy d
Nicholas to pick 17 pc stake in Canadian biotech co Bruzilian President Luiz Inaclo Lula “We live ina moment of many developed countries mdd:ymuuubymmlsﬁuu
Nicholas Piramal India has said that it would be picking 17.1 per cert stake in da Silva has touted the imp dictions in the whole world. developing countries," which Is the Agreement,
Canadian biotech campany Biotech Syntech nc, NPIL will fork out about Rs 23
crore towards this equity participation, a pharma industry repeesentative said,
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2734
EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
01, Financlal reward (12) 02 Concluded (5) 01, Nature more in need of change If there's to be 02, 1 cancluslon, Is half-dead and could not go on (5)

08, Leave the throne (8)
09, To top the bil (4)

11, Evade (5)

12, Huge, vast (7)

03, Pawnbrokers’ (6)

05, Mears (7)

13, Listening orgars (4)  (5,7)

15, Continent (4) 07. Sconces (12)
19. Giving gratuities (7) 10 Lintle devil (3)
20 Trick of daing 14.A telling-off (7)
something (5) 16. To immerse (3)
22, Prepare food (4) 17. Settled (6)

23, One steering craft (8)
24, Secure, unharmed

@35) Egype (5)

O4. Bring on as consequence (6)

06, Highly stressful emaotionally

18. Hands on hips, elbows out (6)
21. Rarmvheaded god of Anclent

reward (12)

unharmed (4,3.5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2733

ACROSS 1. Brutal B Chime 9. Designs 11, Epaufets 12 Psalm 15 Dawn 16, Pig 17, Amen 19, Burnt 21 Landlady 24, Sethiack 25, Flood 26, Reeled

DOWN 2. Reeds 3 Triling 4. Lone 5. Scout 6. Mine 7. Fees 10 Spaniards 12. Pads 13, Valusbile 14, Knot 18 Giide 20 Nacre 21, Lilt 22. Nook 23, Year

08, Stop ruling, siacken off and hold detectives back (8)
09, Printed mark that has its points to head the bl (4)

11, A useful contrivance, to get out of the way! (5)

12 Huge mines worked out around the Middie East (7)

13. Lugs some really awkward early starters back (4)

15. With a land mass, Is backed in America first and last (4)
19, Is givng a fancled runner about to fall? (7)

20, Trick of execution to know as deck appears in halves (5)
22. Be at the range when compary gets approval (4)

23. Men lash out about motorway when he's steering (8)
24, In sand, unending fear will make a nole if

03, Farndy men are thase who take pledges (6)

04, Thanks to being in the line-up, bring It on as
consequence (6)

05, Means to be at home and look after sheep inkisty (7)
06, Never-changing, drawing it off from lees is distressful (5,7)
07.Light holders that misled Nick's cast (12)

10. Mischievous chid puts one on the map, which is
heartiess (3)

14, Rebuke that Is concerned with trial peint (7)

16, A pickpacket rd sent up to Peruvian capital (3)

17. Said one would be a mouthplece, accepting sitver frst (6)
18, With hands on hips a Kiping character is not quite a boy (6)

21, Ammunition shortly to be given to North Egyptisn deity (5)
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250 years of American democracy and the machinery of power

The US democracy sold as pure, moral and unprecedented is increasingly under lens. Behind the facade of democratic virtue lies a history of conquest,

slavery and imperialism; carefully constructed narratives masking brutal truths for 250 years are now crumbling

¢ have been decelved — again and

again — into believing that US democ

racy was born as a noble product of

collective will, The story handed
down to us s that George Washington, in a moment
of virtuous restraint, rejected Colonel Lewis Nicolak
suggestion to crown him king, choosing instead the
path of liberty and republicanism, This moment Is
celebrated as the moral genesis of American
democracy. But 250 years on, the llusion fractures
under the welght of historical reality.

What has been marketed to the world as democ
racy Is, In fact, a meticulously engineered architec
ture of power: elitist at home, impertal abroad. The
so-called “rules-based order” champloned by
American diplomats bs not a codified universalism

it s an eological cudgel wielded only when con
venlent, a system of selective legality designed to
mask naked geopolitical aggression,

America’s origin myth Is steeped not in egalitar
kanksm but in extermination, slavery, and expansion
Ism, The Declaration of Independence, crafted by
men who themselves owned human belngs, s less
o document of freedom than a philosophical
smokescreen, The economic engine of the new
republic ran on the backs of enslaved Africans
auctioned, whipped, raped, and bred like livestock,
The foundational wealth of the United States was
extracted not merely through commerce or inno-
vation, but through racialised brutality institution
alised as law,

Simultancously, Indigenous nations were decl
mated by policies so feroclous they now fall under
the ambit of genocide. The Trall of Tears, initiated
under Andrew Jackson, led to the deaths of thou
sands during forced removals, The Sand Creek
Massacre (1864), the Bear River Massacre (1863),
und the slaughter at Wounded Knee (1890) are but
a few unmu“ﬂguum testaments to setther — colo-
nlal annihilation. These were not chaotic by-prod
ucts of war — they were methodical acts of ethnic
cleansing, carried out under Government author
ity. The Indian Boarding Schools, operating well into
the 20th century, functioned as laboratories of cul
tural erasure. Native children were stolen from their
families, stripped of language and Identity, and sub
Jected to systematic abuse. Many perished. Thelr
bodies remain buried, literally un-' metaphorical
Iy, in the margins of American history books,

Slavery's formal abolition was a bait-and-switch,
The 13th Amendment, often clted as a moral land
mark, explicitly permits involuntary servitude “as
punishment for crime” This clause birthed the
carceral leviathan that now holds more than two
million people — disproportionately Black and
Brown In cages. Chain gangs were simply
replaced by prison labour. Jim Crow laws mutated
into mass Incarceration. Democracy, in the land of
s orlgin, has been op lised as an
Instrument of raclal management

Beyond its borders, United States has
imposed Its will through fire and steel. Since the

mid-20th century, over 800 American military bases
encircling
rivals, destabilising reglons, and foreclosing sover
ngs reads like
Hiroshima
and Nagasaki (1945), Korea (1950-53), Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia (1964

enaca (1983), Panama
(1989), Iraq (1991, 2003),
(1999),
Afghanistan (2001-2021),
Libya (2011), Syrla, Yemen,
the list
Is encyclopaedic, the out

have metastasised across the globe

elgn futures. The map of US bomb
a grim eubogy for the postcolonial wor

75),

Yugoslavia

Somalia, Pakistan

comes catastrophic,

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

structure

These assaults were not
aberrations, They are the
sinews of US foreign policy.
Civillan casualties, mass dis
placement, decimated infra
these are collat
eral sacrifices at the altar of

and unravelled an entire reglon. It was not just &
war crime; it was an act of ontological vandalism

AMERICA'S ORIGIN MYTH IS
STEEPED NOT IN
EGALITARIANISM BUT IN
EXTERMINATION, SLAVERY, AND
EXPANSIONISM. THE
DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE, CRAFTED BY
MEN WHO THEMSELVES OWNED
HUMAN BEINGS, IS LESS A
DOCUMENT OF FREEDOM THAN
A PHILOSOPHICAL
SMOKESCREEN

American primacy. The 2003 Invasion of lrag,

launched under the pretext of non-existent weapons

of mass destruction, killed hundreds of thousands

Air India crash sparks safety,
insurance, and policy overhaul

BY IFRA KHAN

e Alr India Flight 171 crash, which claimed
T‘m-r 240 ltves in Ahmedabad, has triggered

a major overhaul in Indiay aviation, insur
ance, and safety policies. With inswrance claims
expected to reach USS475 million, the tragedy has
spotlighted gaps in airline Nability, compensation
norms under the Montreal Convention, and the role
of global reinsurers,

As the Tata Group and insurers expedite relief
and settlements, the disaster underscores the need
for stronger compliance, transparent investigations,
and long-term safety reforms to restore public trust
in Indian aviation,

The Indian aviation industry Is facing a crisis
of confidence after the catastrophic crash of Alr
India’s Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner, which claimed
the lives of all except one passenger In Ahmedabad
on June 12, 2025, The Alr India 171 flight took
over 240 lives, Including several on the ground

Despite being statistically rare, aviation accidents
evoke intense public fear and scrutiny because of
thelr catastrophic nature, high fatality rates, and
dramatic media coverage. Unlike car crashes,
which happen frequently and Individually, a sin
gle plane crash often results in the loss of hundreds
of lives at once, amplifying its emotional and psy
chologlcal Impact. Air travel also symbolises tech
nological mastery and safety, so when fallures
occur, they shake public trust not just in alrlines,
but in regulators, manufacturers, and human judg:
ment I‘l:w suddenness, scale, and helplessness
associated with such tragedies make them resonate
deeply, prompting calls for accountability and sys
temic reform,

Since its takeover by Tata Sons in 2022 from the

overnment, Alr India has been working towards
hecoming a ‘world-class’ airline, even amidst per
sistent lssues ke delayed Mlights and subpar ser
vice standards, But this devastating tragedy has
not only eclipsed those efforts-it has dealt a severe
blow to the airline's credibility and long-term ambi
thons.

Alr Indias resources will now be diverted toward

4

the Montreal Convention will gukde payouts. India,
aslgnatory since 2009, mandates a minimum com
pensation of 128821 Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs)-around T1 1.5 crore per victim -regardless
of fault. Cruclally, the treaty also allows for unlim
Ited lability if negligence Is proven.

Historically, the process of determining com
I;n-nmuon In aviation disasters has been shaped

a bination of 1
domestic legal systems, and the unique clrcum
stances surrounding each crash, A notable exam
ple Is the 2015 Germanwings Flight 9525 tragedy,
where the co-pilot deliberately crashed the alrcraft,
killing all on board. In that case, Lufthansa — the
parent alrline — offered initial financial assistance
to victims” familles, but many chose to pursue
higher compensation through courts, citing
alleged negligence in falling to properly assess the
phlot’s mental health

In contrast to the Montreal Convention's pro
vishons, countries still governed by the older
Warsaw Conventlon enforce much lower compen:
satlon cellings (as low as US$8,300), creating sig
nificant disparities across reglons, Alrlines also
tend to offer interim relief to address immediate
financlal needs.

For instance, Germanwings provided upfront
payments of around 54,000 to each allnm‘ fam
ily. However, Inconsistencles Iin these practices
have led to calls for greater global uniformity.
Together, these cases underscore the complex
Interplay between legal obligations, humanitarl

N

the aft th of the crash ging

Insurance claims, identifying the cause, imple
menting corrective safety measures, and rebulld
Ing its reputation, Tata AIG Is the bead insurer, with
participation from New India Assurance, ICICI
Lombard, and a few public sector companies,

Insurance claims related to the crash are antic
Ipated to reach approximately US$475 million,
covering both the aircraft’s lml{uml engine as well
s lability for the Joss of lives, according to & report
by Bloomberg News. Policybazaar data Indicates
that Alr India’s entire fleet s insured for around
US$20 billion, with an annual insurance premi
um of nearly US$30 million,

All affected passengers will receive compensa
thon under Air India insurance cover, and since
the flight included people of various nationalities,

an and | manage
ment in the aftermath of aviation tragedies-and
set an important precedent for how compensation
may unfold in the Alr India Flight 171 case

Glven the magnitude of potential claims,
Indian Insurers are unlikely to bear the full risk
alone, Relnsurance glants Il‘u' Lloyd's of London,
Swiss Re, and Munich Re are expected to absorb
a significant portion of the labilities, making this
a globally shared financlal event, As investigations
unfold, reinsurers will play a critical role in eval
uating Alr Indias compliance with safety proto
cols and pilot assessments,

Meanwhile, claim settlements are expected to
vary based on several factors, Including passen
ger nationality, travel class, and whether they held
Individual travel Insurance policies. Passengers

Trend In aviation acckients globally
"
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with additional persanal coverage may recetve sup-

plementary payouts beyond the alrlines lability.
Families of ground victims, including those who
lost homes or businesses, will also seek compen

sation for property damage and loss of livelihood.
However, the claims process may be complicat

ed in cases where entire families perished, leav

ing no Immediate next of kin

§n addition to Insurance payouts, Tata Group
has announced T1 crore in compensation for each
deceased person's family, Including those who died
on the ground. The company also stated it would
cover medical expenses for those injured and
ensure necessary care and support, The crash
Iimpacted several peaple in the Meghani Nagar area
near the wirport, including doctors, students, hos
pital staff, and residents.

The Insurance industry Is navigating an unfa
miliar situation — balancing thorough checks
with the need for swifl, compassionate action, To
speed up the process, the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
Issued a circular on June 14 directing insurers to
submit weekly claim updates from June 16, It also
asked them to appoint nodal officers, waive for
malities like FIRs and postmortem reports, and
expedite disbursals under life and personal
accldent policies. As the Insurance and legal
processes unfold, the crash of Air India Flight 171
I8 likely to become a reference point for future
aviation safety and compensation practices in
India. It underscares the pressing need for robust
compliance mechanisms, timely audits, and
better coordination among insurers, regulators,
and alrlines,

The tragedy also beings to light the human cost
of aviation failures, demanding not just financial
settlements but also policy reforms that prioritise
preventive measures. For Indlan aviation to
restore public confidence, It must now focus on
transparent investigations, survivor support, and
long-term safety investments. Whether through
falr compensation, regulatory acc bility, or
global insurance cooperation, the collective
response to this disaster will shape the future tra
Jectory of India’s aviation sector,

(The wiiter (s Business Cormaspondent at
India Business & Trodo, Views am porsosal)

M hile, the CIA functioned as the state’s clan
destine sword arm-executing assussinations, stag
Ing coups, and manipulating forelgn Governments
with pathological impunity. Operation Ajax in Iran
(1953), the assassination of Patrice Lumumba in
Congo (1961), the orchestration of Chiley 1973 coup
and Salvador Allende’s death, the slaughter follow
Ing Subarto’s rise in Indonesia — these are not Cold

FIRST
olumn

Where were the rules when the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s findings were gnored?
When do civilians become uncounted corpses?
Soverelgnty Is sacred — until it obstructs US inter
ests. Legality bs upheld — until it lsn't. Morality Is
espoused — until it becomes inconvenlent

Antonio Gramscl's concept of cultural hegemo.
ny bs not an abstraction here, American dominance
is sustained not only through bombs and bases but
through narratives. The cinematic herolsm of sol
diers, the pageantry of the 4th of July, the mythol
ogising of the Founding Fathers — all cultivate
acquiescence. This iy not democracy; it is imperl
al pedagogy. History ks sculpted to erase Indigenous
reslstance, 1o sanitise slave rebellions, to omit the
bloodied cost of expansion. Power survives by shap-
Ing memory,

Domestically, this hegemony manifests as a for
tified police state, Urban policing s militarised,
raclalised, and terminally unaccountable,
Survelllance pervades every dightal crevice,
Billionaires underwrite elections while voters are
purged from the rolls,

Meanwhile, whistleblowers like Chelsea Manning
and Edward Snowden are criminalised for reveal
ing the very duplicities on which the system runs,
Justice Is rutioned. Dissent Is criminalised. The
machinery of control Is bipartisan. And yet, resis
tance grows quieter when comfort replaces convic
tion, US policymakers have long perfected o dual
strategy: attracting the brightest minds from other
nations through the front door with scholarships
and opportunity, while welcoming corrupt elit
through the back door, bringing with them vast
stolen wealth, This was not & coincidence; it was
policy. Intellectual capital is harvested, while
accountability Is outsourced. Those who manage to
benefit — regardless of where they come from
often learn to stay silent. Silence becomes the cur
rency of survival,

Meanwhile, American officials, often standing in
nations hollowed out by these very dynamics, deliv
er polished speeches about anti-corruption and a
“rules-based order” It is disarming to witness a per
son speak of justice while actively undermining it,
1o see a smile accompany the quiet betrayal of their
consclence. At 250 years, the United States bs not

War footnotes. They are the operational g
of emplre. From Latin America’s death squads to
Africas proxy militias, the US exported death in the
name of freedom, dissolving democracies while
preaching democratic virtue. The fagade cracked
further on 22 June 2025, when the US military
launched the atrstrikes on alleged Irantan nuclear
shtes. Again, no Senate approval. Again, no UN man
date, No evidence presented, no imminent threat
substantiated. Just premeditated violence delivered
from above, wrapped in the rhetoric of preemption
These vi ns are not the exceptions — they
are the doctrine. They expose the hollow core of
the “rules-based international order”™ that American
officialy regurgitate at every diplomatic summit

an ) I republic; it Is a paradox on the verge
of collapse. It exhorts others to uphold internation
al law while treating treaties as tollet paper. It funds
brutal regimes while sermonising about human
rights, It cloaks militarism In democracy and calls
it liberation.

To participate in this pageantry is to be complic
it. To swallow the official myths is to Ingest poison
disguised as principle. American democracy, If it
I8 to mean anything, must be exhumed, dismantled,
and relmagined — not venerated as sacred scrip
ture, but Interrogated as a living contradiction,

(The writer is Colombo basod jesrnafist and columnist
Views aso personal)

How an ancient Indian path
became a global movement

o, an anclent practice rooted in the spiritu

i al and philosophical traditions of India, has

long transcended its geographical and cultur
al origing. Though born in the Indian subcontinent
thousands of years ago, yoga today Is a global phe
nomenon — practiced from the skyscrapens of New
York to the deserts of Dubal, from Berliny wellness
studios 0 Japanese Zen gardens, This global
embrace reflects more than just a fad; it signifies a
deeper, growing understanding of rnru eawence as
u holistic path to self-awareness, health, and spirl
tual balance. Yoga traces its orlging to northem India
moee than 5,000 years ago, The earliest mention of
the word “yoga" appears in the Rig Veda, But yoga
was never meant to be confined to a reglon, The West
encountered yoga during the late 19th and early 20th
centurles, (nitially as an esoteric philosophy rather
than a physical practice. Swami Vivekananda’s
speech at the Parliament of World Religions in
Chicago in 1893 was among the earliest sparks that
Iggnited Western curiosity, But it was only in the mid
20th century that yoga truly began to spread in the
West, thanks to several pivotal Indlan yogis.

One of the most m!t\muul figures was
Swaml Vishnudevananda, a direct disci
ple of Swami Sivananda, the founder of
Sivananda Yoga. Born in Kerala, Swami
Vishoudevananda was tasked by his
guru to bring the knowledge of yoga to
the West, In 1957, he travelled to North
America and founded the International
Sivananda Yoga Vedanta Centres,

Swaml Vishnudevananda’s approach
was holistic. He emphasised the “Five
Points of Yoga"; proper exercise, proper
breathing, proper relaxation, proper
diet, and positive thinking with medita
tlon. These principles formed the
bedrock of the Sivananda tradition. He
didn't merely transplant yoga as a fitness regime but
Ecrwulul It as a complete lifestyle. He also became

nown as a peace ambassador, famously flying over
war zones in a small plane painted with the word
“OM," dropping leaflets promoting peace. His mis
slon embodied the core spirit of yoga, unity, peace,
and spiritual awakening. While Swami
Vishnudevananda spread classical yoga, Maharishi
Mahesh Yogl introduced Transcendental Meditation
(TM) in the 19608, bringing a simplified and acces
sible form of yogic meditation to the West. T™
attracted global attention when The Beatles and other
celebrities became his followers,

This initlated a trend where yoga and meditation
were not only health tools but also became fushion
able symbols of spiritual exploration. In the 1970x,
Bikram Choudhury introduced Bikram Yoga, a heat
e, high-Intensity serles of 26 postures. His brand of
yoga gained rapid popularity, especially in the United
States. It reflected the West’s initlal fascination with
yogals physical benefits, flexibility, strength, and detox
Mication, often sidelining its deeper spiritual com

ponents. Initially, yoga in the West was heavily skewed
toward physical postures (asanas), often practiced in
gyms and health clubs. However, with Increasing
exposure and maturity, many practitioners began
exploring its subtler dimensions breath control
(pranayama), meditation (dhyana), ethical living
(yamas and niyamas), and self-inquiry.

Mindfulness, now a buzzword in wellness circles,
in deeply rooted In yogic and meditative practices.
Concepts like ahimsa (non-violence) and santosha
(contentment) began finding resonance In the per
sonal growth movements. Yoga gradually reclaimed
its identity as not just a tool for physical fitness, but
as a transformative path luw.nj mental clarity and
spiritual alignment,

A turning point in yogak global journey came in
2014, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi prc T‘N‘I
the idea of an International Day of Yoga at the United
Natlons General Assembly. In his speech, Modi
diescribed yoga as “Indlias irvaluable gift to the woekd?
emphasising its role in fostering unity between mind
and body, man and nature. The proposal recelved

overwhelming support from 177 countries,
the In&‘lwnl number of co-sponsors ever for

a UN resolution. Thus, June 21, the sum
mer solstice and the longest day of the year
In the Northern Hemisphere, was declared

International Yoga Day, Since 2015, mil
llons across continents have participat
od In mass yoga sesslons every year, a
global testament to its universal appeal.
Surpeisingly to some, yoga is now mak
Ing steady Inroads Into reghons tradition-
ally seen as culturally distant from its
roots. In the Middle East and the Arab
world, yoga Is increasingly practiced not
only in private studios but also publicly
and even officlally endorsed In some
countries. Governments in the UAE and
Saudi Arabia have supparted yoga for its health ben
efits. In 2021, Saudi Arabla officially recognised yoga
a8 4 sports activity, and it s now part of wellness pro
grams in schools and workplaces.

Women In these reglons are also taking to yoga
In large numbers, seelng it as both empowering and
spiritually enrlching, The West is also actively exper
Imenting with yoga, often blending it with other prac
tices, From yoga with welghts to aerlal yoga, from
goat yoga to VR-assisted meditation, the creativity
seems boundless. While some purists criticise this
o diution, others argue Its part of yogs organic evo
Jution, much like how Indian martial art niyudh
(barchanded combat) evolved into kung fu in
China and karate in Japan, Just as Indial anclent mar
tlal systems found expression in new forms across
Asla, yoga 100 is likely to evolve further in the West,
spawning new schools, philosophies and applications,
perhaps some yet unimaginable today.

(T wiiter Is cortified Suananda Yoga teacher with over 30
yoars of practice. Views ase personal)
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BRICS condemns tariff hikes amid Middle East tensions

ASSOCIATED PRESS
8 Rio de Janeiro

he BRICS bloc of
developing nations on
Sunday condemned
the increase of tariffs
and attacks on Iran, but
refrained from naming US
President Donald Trump.

The group’s declaration,
which also took aim at Israel’s
military actions in the Middle
East, also spared its member
Russia from criticism and men-
tioned war-torn Ukraine
Just once.

The two-day summit was
marked by the absences of two
of its most powerful members.
Chinas President Xi finping did
not attend a BRICS summit for
the first time since he became
his country’s leader in 2012
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who spoke via videocon-
ference, continues to mostly
avoid traveling abroad due to an
international arrest warrant
issued after Russia invaded
Ukraine. In an indirect swipe at
the US, the group’s declaration
ralsed “serlous concerns” about
the rise of tariffs which it said
were “inconsistent with WTO
(World Trade Organisation)
rules” The BRICS added that
those restrictions “threaten to

reduce global trade, disrupt
global supply chains, and intro-
duce uncertainty”

Trump, in a post on his
social media platform late
Sunday, sald any country that
aligns itself with what he
termed “the Anti-American
policies of BRICS" would be
I?*ym] an added 10 per cent tar-
iff.

Brazil's President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, who hosted the
summit, criticised NATO's decl-
sion to hike military spending
by 5 per cent of GDP annual-
Iy by 2035. That sentiment was
Later echoed in the group's dec-
laration. “It is always easler to
Invest in war than In peace”
Lula said at the opening of the
summit, which is sdmfukd o
continue on Monday.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, who was expected
to attend the summit before the
attacks on his country In June,
sent his foreign minister Abbas
Araghchi to the meeting in Rio.

"I%ll:gmup'a dedarnlnz‘nn crit-
Icised the attacks on Iran with-
out mentioning the US Or
Israel, the two nations that
conducted them.

In his speech, Araghchi told
leaders he had pushed for every
member of the United Nations
to condemn Israel strongly. He

g 4
Inia's Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Eraziian President Luz inacio Lula da Siva atiend the 174 annual BRICS

summit in Rio de Janeio

added Israel and the US should
be accountable for rights viola-
tions. The [ranian foreign min-
Ister said the aftermath of the
war “will not be limited” to one
country.

“The entire region and
beyond will be damaged,”

Araghchi said.
BRICS leaders expressed
“grave concern” for the human-

Harlan situation in Gaza, called

for the release of all hostages, a
return to the negotiating table
and reaffirmed their commit-
ment to the two-state solution.

Later, Iran's Araghchi said in
a separate statement on messag-
ing app Telegram that his gov-
ernment had expressed its
reservation regarding a two-
state solution in a note, saying
it will not work “just as it has
not worked in the past”

Pl

Also on Telegram, Russias
foreign ministry in another
statement named the U.S. And
Israel, and condemned the
“unprovoked military strikes”
against Iran.

The groups 31-page declara-
tion mentions Ukraine just
once, while condemning “in the
strongest terms” recent
Ukrainian attacks on Russia.

“We recall our national posi-

tions concerning the conflict in
Ukraine as expressed in the
appropriate fora, including the
UN Security Council and the
UN General Assembly” the
group said.

Joao Alfredo Nyegray, an
international business and
geopolitics professor at the
Pontifical Catholic University in
Parana, said the summit could
have played a role in showing
an alternative to an unstable
world, but won't do so.

“The withdrawal of Egypt's
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
and the uncertainty about the
level of representation for coun-
tries like Lran, Saudi Arabla and
the UAE are confirming the dif-
ficulty for the BRICS to estab-
lish themselves as a cohesive
pole of global leadership”
Nyegray said “This moment
demands high level articulation,
but we are actually seeing dis-
persion” While Lula advocated
on Sunday for the reform of
Western-led global institutions,
Beazil aimed to avoid becoming
the target of higher tariffs.

Trump has threatened to
impose 100 per cent tariffs
against the bloc if they take any
moves to undermine the dollar.
Last year, at the summit host-
ed by Russia in Kazan, the
Kremlin sought to develop

alternatives to US—dominated
payment systems which would
allow it to dodge Western sanc-
tions Imposed after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in February
2022

Brazil decided to focus on
less controversial issues in the
summit, such as promoting
trade relations between mem-
bers and global health, after
Trump returned to the White
House, sald Ana Garcia, a pro-
fessor at the Rio de Janeiro
Federal Rural University.

“Brazil wants the least
amount of damage possible
and to avold drawing the atten-
tion of the Trump administra-
tion to prevent any type of risk
to the Brazilian economy
Garcla sadd. BRICS was found-
ed by Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa, but the
group last year expanded to
Inchude Indonesia, Iran, Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the United Arab
Emirates.

As well as new members, the
bloc has 10 strategic partner
countries, a category created at
last year's summit that includes
Belarus, Cuba and Vietnam.

That rapid exp led

members and boost internal
cohesion.

Despite notable absences,
the summit is important for
attendees, especially in the con-
text of instability provoked by
Trump’s tariff wars, said Bruce
Scheldl, a researcher at the
University of Sao Paulos BRICS
study Ernup. “The summit
offers the best opportunity for
emerging countries to respond,
in the sense of seeking alterna-
tives and diversifying their eco-
nomic partnerships Scheldl
sald.

Earlier on Sunday, a pro-
Israel non-profit placed dozens
of rainbow flags on Ipanema
beach to protest Iran’s policies
regarding LGBT+ people.

L‘&‘On Sﬂll(ullid). hu}m:;: rights
group Amnesty International
protested Brazil's plans for off-
shore oil drilling near the
mouth of the Amazon River.
For Lula, the summit is a wel-
come pause from a difficult
domestic scenario, marked by
a drop in popularity and con-
flict with Congress. The meet-
ing was also an opportunity to
advance climate negotiations
and ¢ on protect-

Brazil to put housekeey

g
issues - officially termed insti-
tutional development - on the
agenda to better integrate new

ing the en before
Novembers COP 30 climate
talks in the Amazonian city of
Belem.

Trump calls Elon Musk’s
new party plan ‘ridiculous’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New York

§ President Donald

l ' Trump slammed Elon
Musk after he formed

a new political party, terming
the move as “ridiculous” and
saying the tech billionaire has
gone “completely off the rails”

Musk, Trump's one-time
ally, said in a post on X
Saturday that he had set up the
“American Party” to compete
against the Republican and
Democratic parties.

“I think it's ridiculous to
start a third party” said
Trump, speaking to reporters
on Sunday before boarding
Alr Force One. “It’s always
been a two-party system, and
1 think starting a third party
Just adds to the confusion”

In a post on his social
media platform, Truth Social,

Trump said, “1 am saddened to
watch Elon Musk go com-
pletely ‘off the rails, essential-
ly becoming a TRAIN
WRECK over the past five
weeks.”

Musk even wants to start a
third political party despite the
fact that they have never suc-
ceeded in the United States,
the US President said.

“The one thing Third
Parties are good for is the cre-
ation of Complete and Total
DISRUPTION & CHAOS®
Trump added.

He daimed that the Tesla
CEO was motivated by dis-
content over his plan to end
subsidies to promote the pur-
chase of electric vehicles.

Trump also accused Musk
of seeking improper influ-
ence by asking him to nomi-
nate his friend, Jared
Isaacman, to be NASA admin-

Istrator. After Musk left his
role as a special government
employee in the Trump
administration, Isaacman’s
nomination was also with-
drawn.

priate that a very close friend
of Elon, who was in the Space
Business, run NASA, when
NASA is such a big
Elon's corporate life” Trump
wrote.

donor to Trump's 2024 presi-
dential campaign, was a close
adviser to Trump until recent-

ly.

Musk, who spearheaded
the Trump administration’s
push to cut government waste,
had criticised Trumps “big
beautiful” tax and spending
bill because of estimates that
it would add trillions of dol-
lars to the federal deficit.

“I also thought it inappro-

part of

Musk, the largest individual

Trump, Netanyahu may take victory lap on Iran,
but Gaza war looms over their meeting

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Tal Aviv

isolation and made any resolu-
tion to the broader conflict
between Israel and the
Palestinians more distant than
ever.

But the precise details of the
deal, and whether it can lead to
an end to the war, are still in
flux. In the days before
Netanyahu's visit, Trump
seemed to downplay the
chances for a breakthrough.

Asked on Friday how confi-
dent he was a ceasefire deal
would come together, Trump
told reporters: “I'm very opti-
mistic - but you know, look, it
changes from day to day”

On Sunday evening, he
seemed to narrow his expecta-
tion, telling reporters that he
thought an agreement related to

sraell Prime Minister Dubal: lsrael’s military launched possitie ceasefire in the lsrael- nq!myna-ummm
Benjamin Netanyahu and airstrikes earty Monday targeting Hamas war hangs in Red the lsrael
US President ' Donald  Ponsandfaciitiesheld by Yemen's  and as lran weighs whether to Hamas war,
Tm"' l‘l ok to take a vic Houthi rebels, with the rebels s nuchear Installed a radar
np might look to take a vic- fire American systam on the ship and have been
tory lap on Monday after their targeting lsrael. airstrikes. = P
recent joint strikes on Iran, The sttacks came after aa attack e o
hailed by both as an unmitigat-  gyngay 8 sraeli war against the klamic tacilltate further terrorist acthities,”
ed success. ship in the Red Sea that caught fire  Republic. ksrs=i Prime Minister the laraeli military said.
But as they meet for the third and 0ok forcingits B N alowas o
time this year, the outwardly tri- crew to abandon the vessel traveling to Washinglon to meet Leader was affiliated with an lsraeli
umphant visit will be dogged by Suspicion for the attack on the with Trump. billionaire. It said no lsrasis were
Israels 21-month war against Greeik-omned bulk caner Magic The Israeli military said it struck o boand. The ship had been
Hamas in Gaza and questions Seas immediately fell on the Houthi-held ports ot Hodeida, Ras operated by a Japanese firm NYK
over how hard Trump will Houthis, particulary as a security Isa and Salil, as well as the Ras Line.
push for an end to the conflict. 3 It released The Houthis acknowledged the
Trump has made clear that boats appeared to hit the ship after  footage showing an F-16 lsunching  strikes, but offered no damage
following the 12-day war Rwas targeted by small arms and  from lsrael for the sirike, which assessment from the attack. Their
between Israel and Iran, he rocket-propelled came after Y Brig Gen.
would like to see the Gaza con- The rebels’ media reported on the issued 8 waming for the area. Yaitya Saree, claimed its air defense
flict end soon. The meeting ﬂmmammllm “These ports are used by the Houthi Iu:ﬂ::_l_lqmwu
between Trump and N h to transfer weapons
could give new urgency toa US mmnm-.“_. from the Iranian regime, which are. hﬂnum:&lym
ceasefire proposal being dis- Amnowed Lo o r0d 7 o i - nchig 8
cussed by Israel and Hamas, but 5. g June. Both Iszael and
whether it leads to a deal that ‘And Westem forces to the area, lsrael and Its sllies.” the lsrael :emﬁ:;:‘ulmuw:
e Wi cle: v 2 1 g
ends "‘f e ‘l‘l‘l‘;lf” Trump Largeted the rebels in a major  The Israeli military also ssid & American sttack that kilied 74 in
e OPHCS W DS VEYPOS™ sirstrike campas struck the Galary Leader, a vehicle-  April - but Israel is now acting slane
itive” sald Michael Oren, a The ship attack comes at a sensitive Houthis i =
former Israell ambassador to moment in the Middie East, 85 8 2023 stisrasd
Washington. “But behind the
victory lap are going to be
some very serious questions”  help advance that result, which  the war altogether. Hamas has  that his administration facilitat-
Before departing for all of us hope for” Netanyahu  said it is willing to free all the ed between India and Pakistan,

Washington on Sunday,
Netanyahu praised the cooper-
ation with the US for bringing
a“huge victory over our shared
enemy” He struck a positive
note on a ceasefire for Gaza,
saying he was working “to
achieve the deal under discus-
sion, on the terms we agreed to”
“I think that the discussion with
President Trump can certainly

said.

Israel and Hamas appear to
be inching toward a new cease-
fire agreement that would bring
about a 60-day pause in the
fighting, send aid flooding into
Gaza and free at least some of
the remaining 50 hostages held
in the territory.

But a perennial sticking point
is whether the ceasefire will end

hostages in exchange for an end
to the war and ﬁull Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza.
Netanyahu says the war will end
once Hamas surrenders, dis-
arms and goes into exile -
something it refuses to do.
Trump has made it clear
that he wants to be known as a
peacemaker. He has repeated-
ly trumpeted recent peace deals

the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Rwanda, and Israel
and Iran, and for years has
made little secret of the fact that
he covets a Nobel Peace Prize.

He has been pressuring Israel
and Hamas to wrap up their
own conflict, which has killed
tens of thousands of
Palestinians, ravaged Gaza,
deepened Israel’s international

the hostages would
be reached in the coming week.

Those mood swings also
have embodied Trumps rela-
tionship with Netanyahu.

After Trumps decision to

et involved in Israel's war in
ran with strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites, the two leaders are
more in sync than ever. But
that'’s not always been the case.

As recently as Netanyahu’s
last visit to Washington in
April, the tone was markedly
different.

Trump used the photo-op
with Netanyahu to announce
that the US was entering into
negotiations with Iran over its
nuclear deal - appearing to
catch the Israell leader off guard
and at the time, slamming the
brakes on any Israeli military
plan.

Typhoon Danas crosses
Taiwan, killing two

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Taipei

yphoon Danas brought

heavy winds and torren-

tial rains to parts of
Taiwan early Monday, killing
two people and injuring more
than 300 on the island’s dense-
ly populated west coast.

The typhoon lost intensity
and was downgraded to a trop-
ical storm as it moved into the
Talwan Strait on a forecast path
to China.

Danas knocked out power for
more than 580,000 households,
and schools and offices were
closed across southern and cen-
tral parts of Talwan.

The typhoon made landfall
on the west coast late Sunday
with maximum sustained winds
of 144 kph (89 mph). It dumped

city of Kaohsiung.

Thousands of tourists were
stranded on Taiwan’s outlying
idands of Penghu, Matsu and
Green due to the cancellations
of ferry services and flights.

Areas of southern and east-

Risk of further floods in Texas, death tolls tops 80

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Kerrville (US)

ith more rain on the
Wm\y‘ the risk of life-
threatening flooding

was still high in central Texas

on Monday even as crews

search urgently for the missing
m

The typhoon knocked
out power for more
than 5,80,000
households and
schools while offices
were closed across

g a holiday weekend
deluﬁe that killed at least 82
people, including children at
summer camps. Officials sald
the death toll was sure to rise.

Residents of Kerr County
began clearing mud and sal-
vaging what they could from

thern and central
parts of Taiwan

ern China made preparations

ahead of the storm, which is

expected to reach the mainland
"

more than 60 ¢ (24
inches) of rain in places, caus-
ing landslides and flooding,

Two deaths were reported in
the southwestern city of Tainan,
according to the National Fire
Agency. One person died when
their vehide was struck by a
falling tree, while another died
after his respirator malfunc-
tioned due to losing power.

At least 334 people suffered
injuries, while more than 3,400
people were forced to evacuate
- mostly from mountainous
areas around the southern port

Tuesday aft .
in southern Guangdon
province called hundreds o
vessels to port and evacuated
more than 2,000 people from
offshore facilities. Two cities in
the eastern Zhejlang province
suspended ferry services and
construction work.
Ds 1 d sea-

their demolished properties
as they recounted harrowing
escapes from rapidly rising
floodwaters late Friday.

Reagan Brown said his par-
ents, in their 80s, managed to
escape uphill as water inundat-
ed their home in the town of
Hunt. When the couple
learned that their 92-year-old
neighbor was trapped in her
attic, they went back and res-
cued her.

“Then they were able to
reach their toolshed up high-
er ground, and neighbors

sonal monsoon rains in the
Philippines’ northern moun-
tains, flooding low-lying villages
and forcing more than 3,000
people to flee to emergency
shelters.

ighout the early morning
began to show up at their tool-
shed, and they all rode it out
together.” Brown said.
A few miles away, rescuers
maneuvering through chal-

lenging terrain filled with

snakes continued their search
for the missing, including 10
irds and a counselor from
“amp Mystic, an all-girls sum-
mer camp that sustained mas-
sive damage.

Governor Greg Abbott said
41 people were unaccounted
for across the state and more
could be missing.

In the Hill Country area,
home to several summer
camps, searchers have found
the bodies of 68 people, Includ-
ing 28 children, Kerr County
Sheriff Larry Leitha said.

Ten other deaths were
reported in Travis, Burnet,
Kendall, Tom Green and
Williamson countles, accord-
ing to local officials.

The Governor warned that
additional rounds of heavy
rains lasting into Tuesday
could produce more dangerous
flooding, csp(n-;\lly in places

Faml sified $wough wateriogged debris on Sunday in central Texas

»

In Rome, Pope Leo XIV
offered special prayers for
those touched by the disaster.
The first American pope spoke
in English at the end of his
Sunday noon blessing, saying,
“Twould like to express sincere
condolences to all the families
who have lost loved ones, in
particular their daughters who
were in summer camp, in the
disaster caused by the flooding
of the Guadalupe River in
Texas in the United States. We
pray for them.”

Survivors shared terrifying
stories of being swept away and
clinging to trees as rampagin;
floodwaters carried trees an:
cars past them.

Others fled to attics, praying
the water wouldn't reach them.

At Camp Mystic, a cabin full
of girls held onto a rope strung
by rescuers as they walked
across a bridge with water

already

Families were allowed to
look around the camp begin-
ning Sunday morning.

One girl walked out of a
building carrying a large bell.
A man whose daughter was
rescued from a cabin on the
highest point in the camp
walked a riverbank, looking in
clumps of trees and under big
rocks.

One family left with a blue
footlocker. A teenage girl had

tears running down her face as
they slowly drove away and she
gazed through the open win-
dow at the wreckage.

Nearby crews operating
heavy equipment pulled tree
trunks and tangled branches
from the river. With each pass-
ing hour, the outlook of find-
ing more survivors became
even more bleak.

Volunteers and some fami-
lies of the missing came to the

disaster zone and searched
despite being asked not to
do so.

Authorities faced growing
questions about whether
enough warnings were issued
in an area long vulnerable to
flooding and whether enough
preparations were made.

President Donald Trump
signed a major disaster decla-
ration Sunday for Kerr County
and sald he would likely visit

Friday, “I would have done it
today, but wed just be in their
way.

“It's a horrible thing that
took place, absolutely horrible.”
he told reporters.

Governor Greg Abbott
vowed that authorities will
work around the clock and
sald new areas were bein
searched as the water tcuedJ

He declared Sunday a day of
prayer for the state,

pping around their legs.

Among those confirmed
dead were an 8-year-old girl
from Mountain Brook,
Alabama, who was at Camp
Mystic, and the director of
another camp up the road.

Two school-age sisters from
Dallas were missing after their
cabin was swept away.

Their parents were staying
in a different cabin and were
safe, but the girls’ grandparents
were unaccounted for.
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On Compliance Rules

Sebi move on Jane St boosts market integrity

Sebi's recent restrictions on the US proprietary trading
firm Jane Street for alleged manipulation will raise the
0 bar withoutaffocting marketdepth. India is the
world’s largest derivatives market, particularly the seg-
ment where Jane Street is accused of entering into manipu-
lative trades, with robust retail participation. This is typi-
cally the environment in which proprietary trading desks
operate, and a low tolerance for deviant behaviour will not
impact genuine interest. Sebi has been trying to curtail ex-
cessive rotail speculation in the segment by increasing tra-
dinglot educing the freq v of contractexpiry.
Regulatory sensitivity toabnormal trading activity will na-
turally be high in thisscenario, and it extends to market par-
ticipants operating abroad.
hecur apriornoti Ji vet about its tra-
ding activity and an assurance by the firm of compliance
with concerns raised by NSE and Sebi.
The abnormal activity was flagged so-
me time ago, and due process has been
followed. Jane Streot has logal recourse
against the findings, amid indications
that Sebi could widen its investigation,
The signal to other global trading firms
expanding in India is that the market is
well-governed and growing at an astonishing pace. Regula-
tors are interested in making the market more efficient wit-
hout excessive accumulation of speculative froth.

The size of the Indian securities market improves its
resistance to manipulation, although the regulatory
stance is broadly conservative. This is guided by the re-
cent swing in household savings behaviour in favour of
equities. The young age profile of new retail investors
warrants some regulatory concerns over pockets of spe-
culative buildup, and it also raises the oversight thres-
hold for manipulative behaviour. Technology-assisted
trading poses special risks that need focused oversight.
Institutional capacity is being built to oversee securities
trading in the age of Al Indian equities offer foreign in-
vestors relative stability in a world that is tearing up the
globalisation playbook. The regulatory environment
contributes in no small measure to this stability.

Multilateralism Must
Trump US-First Policy

DunnldTrump (] Amonm first stnnoe reflects his belief that the
UShas the UStoits
former glory by ensuring that the world ‘respects’ the US. On
Sunday, Trump injected himself into the summit of the BRICS
groupof nations in Rio de Janeiro, warning countries that alig-
ning with the ‘anti-American’ policies of the grouping would at-
tract a 10% tariff. At the summit, BRICS leaders expressed 'se-
rious concerns’ about therise in unilateral tarif¥ and non-tariff
measures’. Though the US was not mentioned by name, the sig-
nals were clear:

Whether it is BRICS, of which the US is nota member, or the Qu-
ad, of which it is, mlmmllw) clear is that the Trump ad-
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'TESSE[LM’UM oﬁ«« Creditrevival likely faster this time due to stronger fundamentals

oiled For;

Bl haseased monetary con

) ditions, with MPC mem-
bers talking of ‘the need to
support growth', The focus

now shifts to the first step

th restoration—a revival in
hgmth that is, monetary trans-

H(wn fust can credit growth pick up,
and by how much? Several commenti-
tors lament the current weak demand
for Joans and point to prolanged lags
with which credit growth picked up in
the monetury-easing episodes of 2002
and 2004 their conoerns and
observations hold merit, current con-
ditions are meaningfully dl!lbn'm

Twoto tango
P Rates Lower i interest rates mcm

mic momentum. l,uull), mnnrmrv

for loans.

ans change in the same direction n
policy rates, though the gap between
them varies, reflecting transmission
lags. For example, interest rates on
term deposits (TDs), which account
for 0% of funds for banks, would only
& year, as 75% of TDs

than in prior ¢
comes. Lot us assess four mmwchln
neds of monetary transmission: rates,
crudit, asset prices and exc rates.
P Exchange rate When interest
rates full, a country’s currency tends
o weaken, which = i growth
stimulus (exports becoame more com.
petitiveand import substitution baco-
mes an opportunity), boosting de-
mand for credit. However, given
that the is not fully con-

The low

are of greater than one year duration
currently
That said, most banks have cut in-
terest rates they pay on savings acco-
unt balances and wholesale
rates, as measured by rates on certifi
cates-of-deposit (CD) of 12-month du-
ration are down more than 175%
Thus, banks are now cutting intevest
ins,

which should boost

ts when
weak, like it is now, so naturally nl
such points banks are bess willing to
business
risk, 7
This is the ’

mast ent
chann af
manetary po-
licy trunsmis-
sion in India,
The low debt
wGDP ratio
in India indi-
cutes demand
for loans far
exoeeds their supply at all
me. There isalsoevidence
slowdown

ints of ti
it the loan
last year was supply-driven.
Whereas many believe that credit
growth slowed last year only due to
curtailment of unsecured personal
Joans (PL), data shows a broad-based
skowdown dri

iven by banks de-ris-

king. Unsecured PLs contributed to
only afifthof the growthdecline; big-
In!r contributors were bank loans to
and

Comeback

Whereas in 2004 nearty 60% of bank
loans were at interest rates higher
than 12% (loans ut higher rutes are
considered riskier), today that ratio is
‘:m 11%. Over the past year, the ban-

ing system curtailed loans at rates
above 10%, collectively de-risking
further For these loans to grow again,
banks' risk appetite must improve,
and that may not oocur kmmﬂmw
after the start of monetary easing.

We expect this to be a gradual r,tu
ocoss that slowly gains

THE SPEAKING TREE

Choose the
Right Handle

Epictetus, a Stoic philosopher,
raised issues vd\lch hn\'\:

e first percent point increase in kun

can [live a happy life? How can
Iben son? He conside-

growth would i
‘mentum, which, in turn, would nﬂecl
the demand and lurply of higher-in-
terest-rate(riskier) oans.

It is nlso likely that improvement
should be meaningfully faster than in
prior cycles due to three reasons.

»There is no overhang of unre

cognised bad loans, whereas in 2002-
04 due to SARFAESI Act, and in the

Market share has shifted
to private banks, which
have greater risk
appetite-so credit
transmission may be
quicker now

201416 period due to the
Assot  Quality Review
(AQR) and then the new
IBC,  borrowers us well as lenders
were cautious.

»There is much more capacity to
lend and borrow, as lenders are well
capitalised and borrowers have low
debt-equity ratios.

»Market share in the banking sy-
mn has shifted towards the private

it In the 2002 and 2014 cycles,
l’slh held nearly three-fourths of as-
sets and liabilities, but their share is

vertible, it is only weakly af: ratio growth.
::rn‘:zvbjmlfnr;:‘n:m eﬂu‘e’ In indka indicates rhll(nrl‘:;lnln the
eopactol thiacharsel demand for l0ans far i 1066 paper. In-
P Asset price eeds thelr SUpDIy at  side the Black
A reduction in in all points of 1 M:n‘?&rﬁ"
terest rutes bo- Channel o-
osts  prices of netary  Policy
h  financial i‘kn P
and real assets, nanl
Horrowers the and Mark Gert.
foel mnm:-mhn? ler :m(o that
monetary  ea-
g:':dﬁ:f nxk:tnv sing helps credit
collateral to lend availability via
:ﬂm, is its impact on
nnel is also not potent heve, as the borrowers' cre-

economy is far less financialised than
ather major ecanomies, and interest
rutes have, at best, a marginal impact
on asset prioes.

ditworthiness as well as Jender’s risk
appetite. Given that banks are also
businesses, their willingness to take
on credit risk also depends on econo-

nunmlmm

In fuct, 0 2008 St Louis Fed paper fo-
und that in the US, shocks to unsecu
redfirm credit explain more of econo-
mic fluctuations than shocks to secu-
red credit. demonstrating how banks'
risk appetite affects economic mo-
mentum. They found unsecured firm
credit is pro-cyclical and tends to lead
(,I)l‘(meanlm rowth in risky loans

now just half. As ;twmeliunkl have

nomic momentum builds, the credit
channel of transmission should work
faster in thiscycle.

The first s improvement co-
uldbe vmlﬂ;&‘r’:‘a fow months. The ae-
coleration thereafter can be faster; as
regulatory easing (cuts to risk we-
ights as well as the cash reserve ratio)
is likely to amplify the recovery, and
bank capital buffers are strong.

owth), whe-
muumndﬁrm('mdn isacyclical,

Thoe writer is chivf economist, Axis Bonk

Why Kamal’s Kiss Unsettled Fans

‘There'sa moment in Thug Life,
directed by Mani Ratnam and star-
ring that has spar-

is focused on ing an
America for itself* policy Washington has
hosted two Quad foreign ministers” mee-
tings in the last six months, with a focus on
security There is little doubt that this reca-
libration is driven by China’s ambitions
and influence in the IndoPacific region.
But then, Trump’s US is not the poster child
for steady ties—consider the renewed engagement with Pakis-
tan. The BRICS summit was about what lies ahead —how emer-
ies deliver on their p . Contrary to Trump's
nppmhcmlnn the US remains the preeminent global power:
Thatexplains China's response to the 10% additional tariff.

ked notadmiration but alarm, at
least on social media, Kamal strides

Aishwarya Rai in Bunty Aur Babli
(2006). Point made. But the line also
invites un uncomfortable chuckle. Is
erintric testosterone believable?
spirational? Or just absurd?
‘Tounderstand the optics of Thug
Life, ithelps to zoom out. The age
gap between heroes and heroines is

e the two sy NONYMous, that
rnnmx be hay
ing virtuous. He postulated
the theory of two handles—one
by which it may be carried, by
which you can address a situa-
tion amicably and one by
which it cannot.
The two-handle theoary can be
ayphed toall. un«m of life If a
lose friend were to
badly undyuuwrelnma the
siluamn by the handle of hurt
and bitterness, it would leave
you feeling unhappy. If on the
contrary, you were to focus on
thefact that you had shared
many happy times with the
friend, you would not rush to
judge his conduct. You would
try to understand the reason
for his behaviour: you would
forgive and forget. You would
act virtuously and carry no
bitterness. You would not be
unhappy
Happiness, as Epictetus says,
depends on three things, all of
which are within our contro-
1—our will, ideas and the use of
our ideas Inother words,
happiness is independent of
the external conditions. You
realise that nobody can hurt
you. This requires you to be
confident enough to live lifeon
your terms. Noneof this is
eusy but it is only by struggling
todo what is right that we
develop spiritual swareness,
And then you would definitely
makea virtuous choice; you
would choose the right handle.

not new—neither in Indi

nor in Hollywood, Sean Connery
kissed Catherine Zeta-Jones in
Entrapment at 68. Harrison Ford,
Clint Neeson and
Tom Cruise have all romanced
much younger women while dod-

anscreen withh
ger, Jean frame, and that unm is
sable, gravelly voice that has weat-
hered both time and trend. Andlit
the match

The 70-year-old )e;i:t ?lnvm,l a
gun-slinging rebel, locks lips witha
much younger heroine playing his
wife. And he has a concubine in the
story, claimed with all thequiet
entitlement of 4 man who knows
he's still the alpha in the room.

The internet did what it does best:
served up memes, mockery

The Ri itand the Q " me

to the same thing: multilateralism remains the only viable re-
sponse, To ensure that the world does not move from a US-domi-
nated world order to one defined by the llrmng Kremlin combi-

and
At the centreof it all lies
lhaqueumnnnnmran:l'ssmklna
what is it about old men and their
eternal onscreen virility?
Tohis credit, K;

bullets, bomby

ity
In India, the older-hero younger-
heroine troxe is practically a genre.
Rajinikanth (73) was paired with
Nmmhlru('mm Darbar. Chiran-
tvv Kuna even theageless

male star and you'll find him ro-
mancing wmmne two to three
decades younger
Suwhyul(amnlskmnrhh
concubine in Thug Life triggering?
It's not really about the kiss. It's
about male mythology In South
Indian cinema, especially, the hero
ismore thana character: Fe's a
force- ahudymlx power; in-

into the

ne, ios like Indi d y
to build a multilateral system mn isfit for the 21st mnmrv

Beware of being accused of usinga
chatbot when you didn't

This Column Must've
Used Al (It Didn’t)

Once upon a time, there was the worry that when you handed
in your school essay, it would be so decent that your teacher
‘would return it a few days later, accusing you of getting your
mother to have written it. Now that you're a big boy/girl/birl,
your concern is that everyone will think you've used an Al
chatbot. ‘Bet DeepSeck or Copilot wrote that,” is a tough aceu-
sation to shake off —especially if your natural writing style
has a knack for being a tad purple, and your fondness for

n i 3

tic history, his charncter whispers to
Trisha, ‘Madam, | am your only
Adam’, a throwhack to Amitabh

Bachchan's infamous flirtation with  Thealder malelead isn't portraysd  Ageing. Alpha. Absurd?

ing sexuali-
ty. Ape? .hm aminor inconvenien-
ce. Testosterone? An eternal supply.
Onscreen, our heroes remain lithe,
lascivious and legacy-lubricated,

.
Fear and Loathing
in Las Vegas
as someane fightis mnn bm A v Sahodarargal, an aged Hunter § Thompson
as someane untouc| :ﬁ Jed classical artist in Sagara
InThug Life, he owns We were somewhere around
Theatre, his aging virility, g
Hut here's where Thug Life gets kiss, concubineand charisma. It's desart when the drugs began
interesting. Kamal doesn't mask not fantasy—it's pr ke hold. 1 mbe
the years. The film swhy it stings. sauying something like Tfeel
hisage, me:rl (Mmmpln When George Clooney kisses on lhillihlhud!d;m‘{boyml
power d screm it's"seasoned charm’, When should dri-
b Idoes it, it's ‘creepy”. What's g
flauntand interrogate male privile bnnupnlmdlml muHs but And sudden-
e And yet, it walks a tightrope- race, region and 's allowed to Iy there was o
tryingto be woke while induliging age with desire. terrible roar
in the very fantasy it critiques. The  The real dissonance, though, lies in allaround us
niggle is real. thearc. We're happy to suspend and thesky
Soagain, why does Kamal get disbelief for flying cars and bullet- was full of
trolled? ridden heroes who walk sway from what looked
Perhaps because Kamal, unlike explosions. But one kiss between a Tike huge bats,
many of his peers, doesn’t hide vintage rebel and a young heroine? all swoopi
behmdwl)'liamhemhm Hehas, Suddenly, we're clutching pearls . = andscroe-
hout his career, chosen Meanwhile, the leading ladies ching and diving wround the
mmn exity mwmml‘m pluyman remain stubbornly youthful The cur, which was going about a
double standard is glaring. While hundred miles an hour with
nklmiﬂwaiumﬂahlwrvmh male stars age like whisky. women the top down to Las V
prosthetics (Indian), a dwarf in arediscarded like soda gone flat. And a voioe was scream
Actresses over 40 struggleto get I{oI‘Jum‘Whnl'nmm
leading romantic roles, let alone animuls?
action ones. It's not just sexist, it's Then it was quiet again,
systemic. We equate masculinity MY"“"'YM taken his
with eternal potency and femininity shirtoff and was pouring
with a ticking clock. baer on his chest, to ficilita-
As Kamal kmmnndquusihlnmy te the tanning process,
through Thug Life, the as “What the hell are you
will watch tion, e
some in mockery, butall in curiosi- staringupat the sun with
ty Maybe what we need isn't less hiseyes closed and covered
testosterane on screen, but a little with wraparound Spanish
more hanesty about what it costs to wes. ‘Never mind,' |
keep themythalive. “It's your turn todrive.”
T hitthe brakes and hned
the Great Red Shark

Inequality Angst Can Derail Growth

Latest World Bank data puts India's
Gini index at 25.5in 202223, making
it the fourth most ‘equal’ country in
termsof i income, nﬂer Slovak
larus.

higher ulmcmrul mequn]ilias

There have been mvrn} cases,

Indin, since 1991, has been a urvm

storyand a
o8 l’('rhupsn s the price to pay fur uhﬂvmp@t uullhhubvenwx tnculurmarknm story. A st
wth? that, growth rmen{
ndia's wealth concentration is nnundered ar m\-umr interest 6-6.5% is an achievement, But it
high by Asian standards. driedup. pales against the performance af

India’s financial markets are an
outlier—in terms of efficiency,
sophistication and global interest,

So, prummor equity valuation is
an imperfect measure of wealth,
given how unmonetisable and

Republic. i
While Gol hu ducnbedlhual a
‘remarkable achievement' that
“reflects how India’s economic

other Asian countries—the Tiger
economies in the 1670s/80s an
Chinasince the 1980s—most of

the shoulder of lhlhllh'l.\(
No point mentioning those

I-n.n ht. The
h:'ﬂmmm
mmuh t was almost noon.
and we still had more than i
hundred miles to go.

ACountry Fit
For Children
Chirens ¥ix oot Couses
(July 7). The statistics alone
giveusa senseof theextentof

they compare with velanvd eph(vmernl iteanbe. The bulkof them clocked 8% and more for
countries. Brazil, or decades at astretch.
even China don't have comparable lhuugh, hangs its coat on the hang: More worryingly. the single-
marketarchitecture. Thisenables  erof thissingular variable. biggest structural lever of develop-
India's entrepreneurs to monetise Besides redistribut m the mhet ment since 1961 —growth in IT

y Italso prices fix y has oo Ty !
Indian assets at tomost d de h base, With of tens of mill of high-paying
other EMs. results too—the number of I-Tfilers  jobs—is running out of steam. Al
Is the paper wealth of pmmutarsa hasdoubled in the last decade while i i ing
l\mrlluno( structural wealth FTasa % of GDP has gone from large swathes of IT jobs redundant

words like and like and progress is being shared more
bod evenly across its ion”,
‘ u‘"h ety s imiahl;sd:ﬂ'amm,

mmlnl:mlhh.llnummﬂnnll..wﬂ-m
busy gawking at the tech—are usually unaware of the con-

Other ar

outtoshow India’s achievement in
growing ‘equality’. Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey
(HCES) 2004 cla decline in

copt of ‘style’. You write (in Alspeak 'you pen’) a scathil
bullet-pointed, too-many-adjectived wooden op-ed, and even
with the help of only cutting-edge Spellcheck Holmes and no
ChatGPT, others will hiss,'Oh my, it smells like AL' At this ra-
te,even writing ‘Happy Birthday! with proper punctuation is
Mhmﬂ-wmmm Ifynnlhw
signs of intelligence-
ncm—mp-nmmmmumnm.mmn
witho-

consumption inequality between
2011 and 2029 across rural and
urban India, But data becomes
more acute, with less uncertainty,
in wealth—compared to income.
India's wealth concentration is
high and increasing. But so is the
case with China, at arate fuster
than ours, Brazil is higher than
bmh An nbt ious rationale cuuld be

ut your

and middleimmecnunmmhxve

or merely
the premium pricing of assets?

under 2% in 2020 to neardy 4% in
2025, Despite progress, & small
cohort zil\.nl"lhepapuhlkm "

E(:hn]l y There is a desperate need
India to identify the next big

V 7 3

hoods must rank ai the

most heinous crimes. That

powm and dnpnv-l ion often
il their

thing without which it

all income
alarge proportion af indirect taxes.

At less than $3,000 per capita
income, India's tax-to-GDP rutio, at
17:18%, is in line with global av-
erages at similar income levels.
China, with four times India’s per
capita income, has a slightly higher
ratio. There are some extreme
anomalies—farm income isan
obvious one—but by and large,
Indians pay enough tax. Afffuent
Indians, as they should, pay more
thin enough-—peak tax rates in
Indiaare atthe top end of Asian
levels,

hup from

thesticky 6-6.5% handle.

children isacryingshame ina
munm that prides itself on

Th
graduatatoat least upper- |mﬂ|iltL
income status quickly before de-
mographics start to militate aga-
inst theeffort. It'snot enly an eco-
nomic imperative but a national
security imperntive. A national
polity obsessed with inequality will
make suboptimal palicy choices
and perform sub-optimally, as India
has often done in history

Thewriter is chief ASK

Botter
mveumn(mul Child-raffick:
ing rings, and improved and
swift prosecution can help
tackle this menace, Wealso
need asociety that cares, that
creates opportunities for all
children toe acarefree
childhood and become the
best versions of themselves,
Anthary Henrfgues, Miumbaf

Latters fo e etitor muy be addressed o

Walrh Advisors
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( Elections belong to the people. It's their
& decision. If they decide to turn their back
- on the fire and burn their behinds, then | o0 0
(hey willj ,u.u have to ut on their blisters | Lncoln
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Bl |l public has d::n heardof the  |ndia faces risks on its borders with Pakistan, China and Bangladesh.  Just the threat of dlsml::m in this 22km-
5 two-front threat to India’s border n wide corridor is enough to force us to keep

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN security, However, for the first The fact tlhat the fronts represent three duffe_rentrtypes of threat & s Ty B
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION. time in recent history, the country increases the complexity in strategic thinking sg.md it could facilitate the rekindling
— Ramnath Goenka finds itself confronting an active dormant insurgencies in the Northeast.
and x threat environment mnghdad\ could become a permissive en-

on three distinct fronts. Each
adversary—Pakistan, China and potential-

URGENT NEED

wmunmnfurmx\m&huhmmmagal
leand arms,

INDIA’S CALCULATED oy oo e o TO PLAN AGAINST e ol s
BRICS BET: BALANCING e W 3-FRONT THREATS e ey oy oy v

MORALITY & REALPOLITIK
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eral relations, it's fair enough to consider
threat options from that direction too. To-

threats on three fronts—it is that these fronts
represent three different types of threats. One
hybrid ideological-proxy threat with con-

NDIA'S engagement with BRICS reflects a deliberate pur- gether, this creates a cantinuousarc of stra- {HIHI i M)‘ﬂ‘mn‘“
suit of mugl?f:olnruy leveraging the platform to am;:;n\,r tegic ‘:’d‘m ']"“gnl:“s ;‘l:nm "“{;Ih A L M e oL :’n‘;h;w ; y

the Global South's concerns while preserving strategic au- ﬁﬁ"ﬂ;m;”f&mﬂmm i et LT GEN SYED ATA Feames Commandeq Sinaga bsed 1 o, perpower (China), and m"‘.,:,’.,fL 2 mmh:
tonomy:. As BRICS evolves fram an economic coalition into iR ik HASNAIN (RETD) Chmmenior Contol Univstyol Wttt tionof militancy in our vulnerable Northeest
a more politically-assertive bloc, India is tasked with care- review of how India perceives threats, in- ) Greater force flexibility will be

fully navigating its role to maximise national interest with-
out alienating key partners such as the US. The condemna-
tion of the April 22 terror attack at Pahalgam in the summit
declaration underscores BRICS' growing alignment with In-
dia’s counter-terror agenda. It strengthens New Delhi's glo-
bal campaign against cross-border terrorism, while reaffirm-
ing that terror cannot be justified by religion or ideology.
India also endorsed BRICS' strong statement on the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza, condemning the Israeli strikes
and ald blockades. It voiced concern over Palestine while
preserving its vital defence and strategic partnership with
Israel in demonstration of the ability to balance moral lead-
ership with realpolitik, which has become a strategic impera-
tive. The bloc also denounced Israel's strikes on Iran, a coun-
try critical to India’s regional caleulus, especially because of
the Chabahar port and energy routes. Support for Iran’s sov-
ereignty, without deepening confrontation with the West,
reflects India's nuanced diplomacy amid regional volatility.
However, BRICS’ growing geopolitical assertiveness has

A

R

A

cluding those in concert. in the near future.

In the case of Pakistan, it's all about hy-
brid war under a conventional and nuclear
umbrella. The conventional military equa-
tion remains in India's favour, but the role
of Pakistan's military remains dangerous
because of its historic irrationality, an of-
fensive nuclear posture and the continued
patronage of radical non-state actors. The
terrain here is a complicated mosaic—high-
altitude battle zones in J&K, riverine and
canal obstacle systems in Punjab, and
deserts in Rajasthan.

While Pakistan's army remains a profes-
sional conventional force, its real warfight-
ing doctrine continues to be hybrid in na-
ture. Radical proxies, extremist ideological
mobilisation, information operations, cy-
ber warfare, and cross-border terrorism re-
main the preferred instruments. Despite
the recent failings in West Asia in the do-

needed Military formations should beable to
switch theatres based on scenarios. Rapid re-
action formations, especially for the eastern
theatre, would be & boon.

Managing strategic reserves would need
prudent pre-positioning. Instead of static
reserves waiting to be called upon, we would
need agile force packages that can airlift,
rail-shift or road-redeploy at short notice.
Warfighting doctrines may need customisa-
tion. For example, responding to Chinese
intrusions with excessive concentration is

vy and
Likewise, overcommitting to the Bangln
desh border may dilute posture on the more
potent fronts. Precision, speed, and joint-
ness—not sheer numbers—should define
the response. There is no inkling yet where
the theatre command system rests,

The central and state armed police forces
must be integrated for hybrid warfare re-

rattled Washington. In a post on Truth Social, Donald Trump :ﬁm 0:“ h}"’:"hdm lmm likely STURW 42N !msgmll "{gl?!e forces may b:t“!'

’ - “Any . % persist wi more techno- quire with insurgency support or
watnd: ‘Any spuntey allgm'ng thaaseivon with ftis ent. proficient versions. military infrastructure buildup, psycholog- the world's harshest terrains. The lpphc& street-level palitical disorder that falls be-
American policies of BRICS will be charged an additional 10 % . . .

nt tariff. There will be no exceptions.” The blunt threat Pakistan is also increasingly  ical warfare and diplomatic signalling. tion of pressure on the Hi low the military’s engagement threshold.

Pporce ; pt reliant on air and missile deterrence. The  The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is Bdmlgmd(odwmfocusﬁummnlm Pakistan's IS, China’s PLA Strategic Sup-
reveals a deeper fear that BRICS is becominga counterwelght ¥ amphasis appears to be on counterbalanc- far more better that China has in the Indian  port Force, and radi
to US-led El"bal S"““E‘ms~ India’s strategy has not been £ ing India’s emerging air dominance and  funded and integrated. But it's untested in Qcean, where its freedom of operation is  may not coondinate with each other formal-
about confr it's about hed; bets ina worldof & growing missile strike capabilities. Paki- modern conflict. Its preference has been to  linked to its expart-led growth story. ly—but the effect of their actions could be
fractured alliances. However, it will take a great deal of con- stan's strategy also appears designed to the LAC The third front is perhaps the leastexpect-  synchronised unintentionally. India's intel-
vincing to drive home this point with President Trump. India i credible offe without full-scale war. From Gal- ligence set-up has over the years become far

also made clear it does not support de-dollarisation or a
BRICS currency. While it promotes bilateral trade in local
currencies, New Delhi has acknowledged that the US dollar
remains central to global finance.

India's message is subtle but firm: BRICS is not an anti-
Western alliance. Rather, it's a platform to reshape global
governance more equitably As power centres shift, India
must balance Great Power ties with pragmatic multi-polar
engagement. Having a role in shaping outcomes need not

pose
particularly to ensure India keeps its re-
serve formations committed in the proxim-
ity of the western theatre, creating the
inevitable decision dilemma about insuffi-
cient reserves for the northern borders.
The northern border with China presents
a different class of threats—of intimida-

messaging, rather than imminent all-out
war. Unlike Pakistan, China does not rely

mm\'mthe?u\msmughtpdm
cal dwuhmls from mlhmry standoffs while
ion tightly Missile
exdunges cyber intrusions, isolated spe-
cial forces engrgements, and forward base
upgrades are more likely PLA scenarios
than a full frontal assault.
The strategy comes at a steep cost for us,
India must commit significant, high-quality
troops year-round to Ladakh, Arunachal

ed
if delicate—partnes; has now become a stra-
tegic question mark. The fall of Sheikh
Hasuusgo\emmauandmemd‘amm-
amaat-
elslami's resurgence, has changed the char-
acter of Dhaka's policy orientation.
At a purely military level, is

mare integrated We must have a threat pic-
mﬂmtmidwssecmﬂmd mird-a-dzr

opments. The age of the single-front war is
over. India’s strategic planners must accept
this stark reality and plan accordingly Each
border a

not in the same league as Pakistan or China.
Yet, its ninedivision army has strategic
utility for India’s adversaries. A hostile or

rate category of chal-
lenge, and all th: i
ously with different objectives and thresh-
olds of escalation. Understanding and

always mean choosing sides, In a divided world, India's an proxies. Itmlpbysumlmwd strategy and Sikkim, often dual-tasked with other neutral creates two i this is half the battle.
BRICS playbook should evolve into a strategic clarity that is of g operaf roles. This stretches human mdurnnm‘op problems for India. First, it makes the Sil- (Views are personal)
au‘oss dle Line of Actual Control (LAC), and logistics i iguri Corridor mare vulnerable than ever. (atahasnain@gmail.com)

driven not by ideology, but by national interest.

SHUBMAN EARNS RESPECT,
TEAM GAINS MOMENTUM

HEN Shubman Gill took the final catch and led In-
dia to a famous win against England in the second
Test at Edgbaston, he became part of Indian cricket-

THE DISTURBING RETURN OF
‘SCIENTIFIC RIGGING’ CHARGES

MAILBAG

WRITE TO' lexttunnemnﬂunumm om

Vox populi

Ref: Guiding principle is to defend, not
deny the right to vote (lul 7). The inteation
behind the exercise is neither positive, nor

ing folklore. The records sum up the enormity of HE Election Commission’s special negative. The nature of reforms and the
the achievement. It was India’s first Test win at the intensive revision (SIR) of electoral timing gives it away as it makes compliance
venue and the biggest margin of victory (336 runs) playing rolls in Bihar is turning into a po- | ‘H' H | 11! ‘ ‘ (I H 1 | not only difficult, but mext to impassidle for
abroad. This fi as India are not id litical cmfrunwsinn t!mk's threat- {1 IR u i i many poer villagers.
successful travellers. One of the most satisfylng parts of the Emsmmonh:i[::ﬁm to the SHIKHA MUKERJEE Serirjoomnaki b i Wkt Raju Mathai,
show was the captain's own performance—scoring a double- v bly polls in m‘“’ tory Cleaning Yamuna

hundred and following up with a hundred. It scemed like a
perfect antithesis to Leeds, where the visitors crumbled de-
spite having dominated large chunks of the first Test.
Eyebrows were raised when head coach Gautam Gambhir
and Gill decided to play more all-rounders rather than Jas-
prit Bumrah, However, quite a few individual performances
smoothened the creased foreheads. Among them, those of
Shubman, and pacers Mohammed Siraj and Akash Deep had
a lethal edge. The captain himself scored a record 430 runs

The documentary proofs required to ver-
ify citizenship under the new SIR rules are
highly unusual. It seems not all citizens are
presumed equal in lheeyesef theElaclmn
Commission. Voters

first group deemed citizens by virtue of

their religious identity and the second often

deemed illegitimate because of the pre-
ionof 1l s

after 2008, when the previous SIR was con-
ducted, need a new set of documents that
effectively delegitimises Aadhaar, voter IDs,
ration cards, MGNREGA job cards and even

The politics of weaponising the legitima-
cy of citizens as voters has an even longer
history in Assam. The rise of Asom Gana
Parishad in the 1980s was based on a de-

launched a musmn in 1968 to ﬁocuhly oc-
cupy Writers' the state secretar-
iat at the time, and throw out the Jyoti Basu
government. Distribution of EPIC (Elec-
tors' Photo Identification Card) or voter
card was initiated in 1993 to weed out fake
voters and, b) extension, kl" the nggmg

had been

Ref: Dying Yamuna symbolises India's
apathy to rivers (Jul 7). Yamuna's clean-up
would require joint efforts by the public
and the administration at multiple levels.
A monitoring committee comprising
experts and representatives chosen by

the public must evaluate the progress
regularly. Only a sense of urgency can
promate such endeavours.

while batting for 12 hours over the two innings. Then Siraj passports. In 2025, voters need to produce  mand for verifying citizenship and'exdud; put in plagelr,v the CPI(M) . S M Visakh,
and Akash Deep filled Bumrah's vacuum. Siraj became the birth certificates for themselves and their  ing anyone the party deemed not a ‘bhumi- The EC’s SIR exercise, however, is differ- =

leader and Akash Deep, playing his first match of the series,
took 10 wickets befom dedicating the performance to his
sister who is battling cancer. As much as it will be about
Siraj and Akash Deep doing the improbable in what was
considered a flat pitch, Gill will walk away with the most
valuable player’s honours.

Gill needed this knock to stamp his authority as India’s
captain, especially after the first Test loss. This showed eve-
ryone in the dressing room that he is a leader they can look
up to. Like they say, respect is earned through action and not
words. It is more than fitting that from now on, this will be
known as Gill's India team. At the same time, Gill and Gam-
bhir will have to get the playing 11 right at Lord's. With Bum-
rah back in the mix, if India get the team's composition

parents, land deeds and revenue receipts.

By adding this new list of documents,
the EC has inserted itself into the vicious
political clash that routinely descends into
accusations of being ‘anti-national’, con-
verting the accuser into a self-appointed
vigilante. The disruptive format and the
obvious rush to get it done have trans-
formed the Bihar election into a confronta-
tion between the EC and non-NDA political
parties. The face-off will likely spread to
West Bengal, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Puducherry, where the next round of
elections are scheduled in 2026.

The list of additional documents de-
manded is problematic for more reasons

R NI

putra’ (son of the soil).

a4 Bfe 'c’u}

The hurried voter roll revision in

ent—it is focused on citizenship, not falsifi-
cation or mis! tation. Even before
SIR was unrolled in Bihar, Banerjee had
sounded the tocsin about revising the rolls
in West Bengal and warned that the opposi-
tion had to prepare to fight the EC over in-
clusions and exclusions. Post the Mahar-
ashtra polls, her politically hyper-sensitive
antenna had in: emanating sig-
nals for potential trouble over the rolls and
arevision in the EC’s jargon.
“The cat is out of bag as to how the BJP
is manipulating the voter list with the bless-
ingof the EC,” Banerjee declared in Febru-
ary 2025 after reports that voter IDs with the
same EPIC number had been issued in more

Ref- Caught in the Larousse trap (Jul 7).
With world powers at loggerheads with each
other, the ordinary people are not helped.
India’s actions speak louder. Maybe, Bharat
has a more complete ‘Larousse”. The only
thing we don’t trumpet is quaintness.

A Rajakumas, email

Presidential journey

Ref: Mationalist President on the move (Jul
6). It is worthwhile to say that the President
represents the struggle and success saga

of India and the Indian masses. Coming
from humble tribal roots, her journey is

0 enlightening because of her humility,

right, they will have a chance to take a 2-1 lead in the five- than one. Neither the Union home ministry Bihar isks nchisingup toa than one state. In March, she accused the henesty, simplicity, determination and grit.
"Test series. The wounds from the Australia serles last winter nor the police in states that have recently quarter of the state’s voters. With ECof issuing duplicate IDs in Haryana and Hullasa Behera, Bhubaneshwar
are still fresh and there is no room for ! How- on a mission to identify and de- this, the Election Commission has Gujarat. The accusation amplified Rahul Akash's tribute
ever, as of now, India have both the buzz and the ball. port illegal immigrants from Bangladesh needlessly inserted itself into a Gandhi's charge that some 39 lakh new vot-
accept land deeds, school certificates, reve- vicious political fight that threatens ers had been added in Maharashtra in just Ref: Birmingham breached, over to Lord’s
nue receipts, pension records, caste or other five months before the assembly elections. {0l 7). Akash Deep, who led India to
certificates as proof of citizenship. As it to spread to other states soon In Bihar, SIR could upto a historic victory, wasa't just claiming

DUCKING UNDER HEALTH COVER

happens, some deportees submitted land
deeds, school certificates and revenue re-
ceipts going back beyond a generation.

. Thetiming of the SIR in Bihar—which is

an estimated 2 crore or 25 percent of the vot-
ers. The July 9 state-wide agitation called by
opposition parties looks like the start of a

wickets, but was scattering rays of hope on
s sister’s face. When the young seamer
g0t emotional about his sister's ailment, his

X § The West Bengal government has been  missioner Gyanesh announced—is  battle that will spread to Bengal. In March, words shook many hearts. This isn't just 2
HE glare of spotlight on a sensational case can reveal a dealing with thousands of such cases of  a political bunker-buster with the Banerjee declared that as a person who had sporting win; it's a tribute to brotherly love.
deeper rot. After Narendra Vikramaditya Yadav was ar- wrongful deportation from the BJP- mled pin pulled out The EC is not mandated by ~ gone on a 26-day hunger strike in 2006 to Akash's story inspires every soul, giving
rested in April for impersonating a British cardiologist states Haryana, the C to undertake this verifica-  protest against the then state government, wings to every courage.
to perform heart procedures—at least seven of which result- Guijarat, Delhi and Madhya Prnrlesh— tion; its job is to enlist voters and remove  “If required, we will protest indefinitely in RK Jain, Barwani
ed in deaths—at a church hospital in Madhya Pradesh’s Da- where, to be Bengali-speaking, lungi-wear-  dead persons or fake voters, including those  front of the EC office.” Roll call

moh, the National Human Rights Commission joined the
probe. Its recent recommendations include checks on the pos-
sible misuse of Ayushman Bharat, including soliciting for-
elgn donations for treating Ayushman card holders. It has
requested all state governments to check whether the scheme
is being implemented properly in letter and spirit. Monitor-
ing of the world's largest health insurance scheme should be
continuous and its reports made public at the soonest.

ing and Muslim seem to be enough evi-
dence of illegality

In West Bengal, the legitimacy of resi-
dents as citizens has loomed larger with
every election for over a decade, coinciding
with the BJP’s ascent as a challenger to
Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress.
Politics has divided the state's population
into Hindu and Muslim vote banks—the

e Manoj Ku

whose names have been incorrectly listed
mare than once. A clarification is necessary
that not all fake voters can be presumed to
be illegal Muslim immigrants given docu-
ments by political parties, as has been al-
leged by the BIP

Fake voting and “scientific rigging” by
the CPI(M)-led Left Front was converted
into a protest by Banerjee, who

athe.l,

Acwskal Teluk. Bengalury - S60 099, Bemgalury. Vol 61, No. 161 208 Reg. No. J451/1960. Phane: 080-22066892

Expe

India’s electoral democracy project—a
bald adventure when it began in 1950—had
a very large purpose as an inclusive exer-
cise through universal adult franchise.
With that backdrop, EC's current agenda is
open to interpretation as a multipurpose
de-weeding machine that goes to the heart

of that project.
(Views are personal)

Ref: After Bihar, poll pane! now plans
revision of rolls in Bengal, Delhi (lul

7). The move seems dispensable, as the
former Election Commissioner Ashak
Lavasa has also struck out 2 mandate
for the Election Commission to check the
Identities of voters.

CV Aravind, Chennai

Piot No. 24, Bommasandra industrial Area, 4th Phase, Survey No. 46, Part Yarandshalll Village, Agani Hobl,
wiitten
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A thought for today

My mom is the only one who still writes me letters,

And there’s something visceral about opening a letter

1 see her on the page, | see her in her handwriting
STEVE CARELL

Smooth Landing

India Post & other GOI d(L’l\ can easily earn good
money, by monetising their land & buildings

It'a a bad time to be in the mail business. Denmark is removing

all letter boxes because the volume of personal mail has fallen

00% since 2000, UK's 500-year-old Royal Mail was sold toa Czech
billionaire last year, because it's not popular anymore. From a
g:ukot‘ 20bn letters per year in 2004, itcame down to 7bn in 2024, US

tal Service lost $9.5bn last year, up from $6.5bn in 2023. With
1.65L post offices, India Post is the largest mail carrier in the world,
and its losses aren't insignificant either. But scrapping it is not
an option as 90% of post offices serve rural locations, and remote
ortribal areas,

Govt has been trying to boost revenue by turning India Post intoa
logistics firm - delivering Amazon pacl in remote areas, for
example, But monetising the larger post offices, especially the 16,623
in urban areas, could also improve finances, As communications
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia told TOI in an interview: “You can have

the post offico on the ground floorand build
the whole building and lease out space,”
I's a timely fdea, not only for the depart-
ment but also private businesses and

for P
in India’s fast-growing citles. As Scindia
said, India Post Is already examining its
paperwork to identify post offices that
could be developed first, and other govt
departments should follow its lead,

GOl is the largest landowner in India,
possessing some 15,500 sq km - more than 10 times the area of Delhi,
Indian Rallways alone owns at least 4,900 sq kmof land, The defence
ministry reportedly owns about 50% more. And there are dozens of
other departments with large landholdings. Most of this land
cannot be commercially developed, of course, but if even 1% can,
we're talking 156 sq km - a quarter of Mumbai. Nitl Aayog has
pointed out that India’s public sector is sitting on an inventory of
“underutilised land assets”. Consider that rallways has leased out
only 88 sq km or less than 2% of its land bank for pi and

OUR EYES IN THE SKY

Damage assessment of conflicts like India-Pak, Israel-Iran is shaped by satellite images. But these can be
gamed. Isro & pvt companies in space sector must up the game so that Indians get good domestic data

Nithiyanandam Yogeswaran

& In today's dynamic geopolitical
landscape, information warfare is
increasingly shaped by social media
platforms, It's widely believed that
what we're witnessing here is driven
by traditional source el
(OSINT), especially sawllite images. But there’s a
crucial distinetion between open-source images and
commercial satellite imagery.

OSINT refers to information gathered from
sources legally accessible to the public, such as
academic articles, govt reports and media
publications, On the other hand, openly available
information may be accessible to the public but
comes with conditions, such as the need for pay-
ment, lcensing, or specific permissions for use §
and share, The difference lies in purpose, accessi-
bility und control, Using commercial images with
necessary permission is not strictly adhered to in
today’s socinl media world, but these can have
serious consequences.

The distinction becomes particularly relevant
inmodern conflict zones. In the current lsrael-Iran
mnmcl. much of the public discourse around

0 assossmont” iy asymmetric - due o the
limited availability of highres images to social
modiaanalysts,

Are these images truly open source? Not quite,
they ure made available for information discourse.
'nnr e amvtﬂnd by a small number of commercial
satellite firms, often selectively. Imagos that align
with the narrative being reported tend to be
relonsed first, This selective availability is often
m-rku dnwn and shaped by dhm priorities,

'l'hil solective tﬂnclaulrnhnpu wEllc percep-
tion and often bocomes the sole busis for assessing
‘whethera militury operation was s 'success’ or not.

In fust-paced modern conflicts, where situations
ovolve rapidly, high-res satellite images often become
the primary source of visual evidence. are
eye-catching and easy to interpret. Avernge viewer
doesn't need a background in remote sensing to spot a
crater or a damaged roof. That's exactly why these
images are so powerful - and so misleading. if not

cargo facilitios, and commercial dovelopment. Niti's advice, under
the National Monetisation Pipeline, is to “own, hold, manage and
monetise” land and building assets of GOLowned publlc sector
enterprises, This strategy can not only trim losses, but also help
improve passenger experience in trains and stations, and ensure
India’s letter boxes don't go the way of the pay phone.

Marathi Manoeuvres

BMC polls made Uddhav team up with bro Raj.
He may not recover politically if he fails

BT Sena’s Uddhav Thackeray, a practitioner of fluid politics,

l Joininghands with MNS boss cousin Raj, afar-right hardline
Marathi-Maratha politician, is unsurprising - the bros want

to win elections to India’s richest civic body, BMC. Shiv Sena has
won BMC polls since 1966, barring 1902-1996. Raj broke away in 2006
after Uddhav inherited the party. Shiv Sena split in 2022 - Eknath
Shindetoppled Uddhav govtand walked away with CMship, sainiks,
party and symbol. Cut to the present: MNS has zero electoral
relevance, Uddhav is floundering. After Lok Sabha and state polls,
elections to BMC - the Jewel in Sena's crown - will be Uddhav's third

These typically show only the surface, the ‘cosmetics’
of the situation. In case the damages are extornal, these
are sufficient. But in cases of underground damage and
damage inside the building, social media lacks the

which could offer a more comprehensive view, are
seldom shared, Because these require expertise to
interpret and don't lend themselves to instant concly-
slons that socinl media thriveon,

Dependency on highres images is only going 1o
incronse exponentially in the diuys to come. The larger
question is, who has access to high-res images? Not
everyons. Access is often limited to those who can
afford itor those who have strategic pars with

authorised users. Doing so would support timely,
lndopu\donl analysis and enhance India's ability to
Inbnl information narratives with credibility
1unp pace wl(h global nlwmn pnv-ln lndum
firms must b further
imaging capabilities. At present, the market remains
nurrow and largely oriented lnvmdn KoVt use. A mare

open, d inter-
1 could help bridge th

satellite image providers, This creates an uneven

During the recent India l’nkhun conflict, uside
from official govt briefings, the first public images and
updates came not from Indian wum- but foreign
commaercial satellites. These high ros visuals, ulckly
pleked up by media and social platforms, h-l lpl
thenarrative - thistime, di
due to broader geopolitical alignments. Yot, lndlun
anulysts had limited access to comparable domestic

Consider the imbalance play ing nm mrkly in the

Israel-Iran conflict. Suulllu imagery showing the
ahtermathof Israeli strikes in Iran has boen widely
circulated. When it comes to Iranian strikes on
Isrmel, similar imagery is scarce, Or absent.

Wh! torn commercinl imagery dominates
global media, other players such as China's Gaofen
serios or Trun's own satellites may also have imaging
capabilities. But Ih.ll‘ outputs are typically #:

public s left with a skewed view of events.

While high-res satellite imagery is an invaluable
tool in today's conflict analysis, we must remember
that what we see is not always all there is, A crater
on & rooftop may speak volumes, but what les
beneath the surface might be the real story, one that
demands expertise, context, and a healthy dose of
scopticism.

As conflicts and linked narratives ride on
information, the risk of disinformation through
doctored satellite images is real. With today's
generntive Al tools, it's surprisingly easy to tweak
visuals, altering a background, erasing objects, or
croating entirely misleading scenes.

Satellite images are p-nlmlnrly vulnernble,
especially those shared without proper geolocation
tngs. A‘nf in thefog of war, lh:ul‘lund_‘ilm-lo‘unn

before the truth ean eateh up,

Debunking such content isn't easy It noeds
access to highquality, timestamped images, which
isn't always possible, especially when the location
information is unclear in the manipulated image. Even
when verification is possible, it depends heavily on
....dlhlolo

That'sa

tall order in the middie of a fast- mnwlnucrllh
This is why it's becoming essential for countries to
lnvcu in their own Mvnnc-d lmnlnu c-p-bllmn

data, curbing their sbility to provide ind
nnumonu when it mattored mnu

lmpnnnm reglons. whlln dlll m:m conflict zones

pa altor
Other. more technical forms of remote sensing,

well-defined protocols
could be estublished to allow selective sharing with

toll L
strongthen national mulllu-m italso gives lml{«m
the tools to challenge false narratives quickly and
credibly, when timing matters most.
The writer heads Takshashtay Geospasial Research
Programme

Bowling Against The Batsman Called Life

What's truly special about Akash Deep, India’s newest sensation with the ball,
is that his talent survived numerous personal tragedies

Anand Vasu

There are some magical

days when a small win.

dow opens and allows

you to see why some of

the most  mundane

pursuits are olevated to

numal jons that eapture the
imagination of anentire country,

When India beat England in Edgbas-

ton to lovel the series 11, Shubman Gill

test. Ho has struggled to articulate his idea of a more |
Sena within the secular camp. When he
resigned his post ahead of a floor test,
it wasapr stand for a politict
It however cost him a potential return
to office in the Supreme Court case
that followed. Uddhav won the people’s
sympathy, sweeping LS polls, only to
comeacropper in state elections,
Mahayuti (BJP+Shinde Sena) has
held strong as a unit. UBT Sena long
announced it wouldn’t contest BMC polls as partof MVA. Intyingup
with MNS, Uddhav has turned another corner. Is there a meeting
ground? If anything, it was Raj who raised eyebrows, He created an
opening for a patch-up when he criticised Centre’s reaction to
Pahalgam attack, MNS brings sainiks, UBT Senabrings Uddhav. Will
it be enough? In 20212022, OBC quota within BMC was a contentious
issue - in 2021, under Uddhav, delimitation increased the number of
wards from 227 to 236, Shinde scrapped that in Aug 2022 As the pro-
cess for the election gots underway, it's such issues that will influence
outcomes. The stakes are high for both Shinde Sena-BJP and UBT
Sena-MNS, But for Uddhav personally, a loss can be hard to recover
from. In the last BMC polls in 2017, undivided Shiv Sena won 84 seats,
Junior ally BJP 82, No one got a majority in the 227-seat BMC, Sena
retained mayor’s post. But eight years on, BJP's the Big Bro, and
CM Fadnavis is aggressively if quietly calling the shots.

Full nest sighs

Adult children are home, with no plans to leave again
Shinie Antony
Onuwnl W time whon Indian oldors gathored at the wnll and

his prince
charming to the king of his castle. But if
on sot up mutcl lers win

them for you, especially in Test ericket
It is here that the unlikeliest hero
emerged, in Alsh Deep, whose 10 wickets
in the game, including four on the final
repaid the faith reposed in him

day,
and allowed him to play a vital role in
making a plece of history Whether
Akashknew that no Asian team had won
o Test ot that ground before is unclear,
but it will be years before he realises the
gunm of his nchiovement. On a pitch
at wis considered a batting beauty
for by England and delivered by
:;1: umund-mnn Aknh 'n( the ball to

Gill would sy soon after the win,

wickets like these, it's vory difficult to
et the ball moving in both directions,
and ho was able to do that. He was

Just magnificont for us.”

But if bowling with heart alone won
“Toxt mutches, everyons woukd be a hero,
for there is no shortage of effort at that

level, Akash is what India lacked
when Mohammed Shami was
dum-d not yet Test match
for this series. Akash lands

mo Il on a hard length
through dint of muscle -
memory. This ls something
that can be learnt, if you
have theright bentof mind,
but not taught. It comes from
bowling your heart out on lar- i
gely lifelesspitches indomestic
ericket, something Akash is no
stranger to in his 38 First Class
HPPOALANCOS,

Akash's journey. from Sasaram
in Bihar to Durgapur in West

Bengal to pursue cricket, may
have boen less than Gookm, but it
ixan unimaginable leapof faith
for Someons Who e
had no money or
timetoplay sport
growingup Why,
it was under the
protext of sear-
ching for a job
that he even
undertook  that
trip, envolling in-
stoad in a cricket
acndemy  with.
out his parents’
knowledgo.

= i

Even after o took that step
lnd this is an act of someons

Jasprit Bumrah, on a flat pitch, it
lyp-nddul India’s toam selection was

mind and is willing
tob-cl itup with the sheer force
of his will - nothing came sasy,
Twin tragedies struck in 2015
when Akash lost his father
and elder brother in the space
of ufewmonths, forcing him o
quit the game for three years. If
this was not enough, the Covid
pandemic claimed the lves of
hix nunt and sister-indaw, while
his mother was also seriously

illat the time,
A move to Kolkata, entry

it Gautam Gambhir had
inuisted all nlunu that this unit had the
d-plh mpk:k up:lom;lclm{ Akash' s per-
i

Ihll the nlannn whn watch domestic
ericket, th

elovens and the captaing who deploy
resources, have a plan in mind, even i
that is not always obvious to those on
theoutside,

Akash's effort ok so much out of
him that he lpon publicly for the first
time about what had powered him when
h_;:«md at the lopnf his bowling mark.

into a d-division team,
f and the gold dust of Shami's
« advice brought him back
- into the system, Wickets

indomesticericket moved
him forward, but even
" then, nobody could have
p prophesied Akash’s Birming:

ham heroics.
When the team for the first Test
of this series was p "

hid o niggle, and the Indian team
was foreed to call in Hurshit Runi as
cover: All the while, though, the
conching staff assured Akash that
even he did not know just how good
he was, keeping him in a state of
preparadness, the powder dry, if you
will, for when theopportunity arose,
With 4 for 80 and 6 for 6,
Akash giwve a disbolieving country
belief. In the absence of

Calvin & Hobbes

ing for liv
tul they were murried off and the sons farever. Unlike phoven
fog who rent out their kids' rooms the minute they leave for
colloge, we keep overything intact. Barbie posters and
Pokemon cards, the sheets with strawberry or football prints
on them. While the kid is away, we peep in to sigh and sing sad songs.

" Nuw the tables have turned, Chlldmg ‘lx}lllﬂudlal come und plonk them-
selves
to thelr monosyllabie ndolescent selves. You suspect they are too lazy to do
their own laundry; they say it's because they are deep in thought about what to
donext, Bullrrlﬂodml)wvaldolwthnwrongmlnum dmhrdnnmhlu
atall. The children are home, and The
interested in holping around the house nor in nndlnu a job, proser-
ving their energy for some mystersous event in the future,

1t is the young who now get to lment over the empty nest once
the old are gone - or setthed into oldage homes. After studying
medicine or architecture they spend their time meeting other
frionds who are sitting st home just like them because, you know, they don't
think medicine or architecture is for them. Unlike the previous generations,
who write poetry and paint sunsets only s geriatrics because they spent their
prime in gove jobs with pensions just as their ancestors wanted, no parent
today 1o toll snyone what to study. Replacing caning with befriending of

children was un error, say some historians - a tad late.

nows iy wo won't be grandmas. Bad news is this child-fre

()
—

for you.
1 picked the ball, only thoughts of my
sister crossed my mind. | am with you,"
said Akash, dedicating his performance
toJyoti, his sister; who s battling Stage 3
cancer.

Despite receiving two video calls
g‘mn horbmhor. who | Was now Ihnom

lhll Almh had Yuhlbcly W nkm nboul
they wore going asafamily,
Alulh explained that he was trying to
hold it in, but just could not, and then
told his sister not to worry. for the whole
country was now behind them, in the
much bigger battle they were fighting,
If that does not convinee you t
oven sport, in this case the simple act of
hurling a ball, can elevate us into being
a part of something almost divine, not-
hing will.
Thewrier isa ports commentasor

¢
Whien we walk, we
can walk for our
ancestors and
future generations,
Maybe they had to
" walk with sorrow;
perhaps they were
foreed to march or migrate. When
we walk freely, we are
walking for them.
Thich Nhat Hank

Learning To Walk The Walk

Jug Suralya

1k the walk has become n
popular trope, meaning
practise what you preach,

But wnlkingliu wnlk huolhnr more
consequentinl mea
In the Aust rnlhn‘Ahunmml commu-

principleof unpredictability |lul
undurllnlhorlumdhlld’

tasks, enables us to get on in the
practical, mmalvm‘ld Buuhh
laser-1ike

for this
hllulof ln lnobrhlowhowuldnu
aimlessly about and ends up not
knowing where he is.

market analysis npart, Random
\hhlh‘!’huurmmlnnmmhwd

nity the

of passage, n coming of age from youlh

toadulthood, umch
dolose

following the 'Songlines’, the traily in the

thesaciology of
group behaviour to devising
military stratogy.

lowever, as cognitive
sclontist Alexandra
Horowitzshows us in her

Toft by
Momhln atrinl of physical lnd -3

will never know how much we suffered bringing them up. There is going to be
no apology from contrite progeny while hundling their awn mnky progeny

unce, the

Looking:
Eleven Walks with Expert
Eyes, wodon'thaveto

n indiv
sense of uvmu with the land of his

They are also sure they don't want to marry - this isn't
us they may cite their own parents’ alliance for their anti-marriage stance.
Everything you nmumbor axs character-building is a traumatic memory for
. You may hurrah, 1don't

oam; it
hmlnmmlhlr wedding. But you d

your

. 4 holy
llnkln«nlndﬂmmtlnumn-wnh
the universal

In contempora

wilderness,

or bo n market analyst, or military strate-

A, 10 learn new witys to walk the walk.
Horowitz begins h

usand narrows our field of outer and
inner visi
By the act of reading, you are
“marshalling your attention to these
words.,. You are ignoring the vast
majority of what In hlpmtna

‘curly-haired, sage, mixed breed’ canine
buddy. to an artist, a geologist, and other
1 o', sach withadifferent way of
sooing the same things,

“Minor clashes botween my dog's

preferences as to where and how a walk

uhunld proceed and my own indicated
that [ was experiencing...an entirely
dlﬂbnnl block than my dnl lh-d o

around you
Mdlnlnn ynur !lndx in lhn
dnlnnw and right in front

vhil

hnwodmn dmmy
umm invited. . inattentionto
overything else”
'

s by "

on reading, oranything else,

THE SPEAKING TREE uuumhl for us to get on

th everyday livin luhn
mahluslnnullylun 1ol
unseen and unlived.

Horowitx uxplunu this unlived

Lwnv-ry by nmlnlhu:l‘wrubmw af

idiom
Random Wlllt Thaory rofors to the

intothe art of observation, of seeing
witha fresh set of eyes. “Together, we
became investigators of the ordinary.. in
this way,
and the old the new.”

The next time you go for & customary

world by w-lluol the -tmll mmnumnm-rybvuklm
Jeof York City with two legs
focusing and wllhclawndsﬂmlmm anions, orfmxr Who knows what new world, or
umpernickel, hor workds, you might find yourself in.




