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Row over Marathi won't
be easy for BJP to defuse

ankor rdar Suresh Bhayynfl Joshl's “hMumbal has many lan:
b Iih"ilt lar Suresh Bh I) | Joshl's “Mumbai | 1
pes” commaont has put the BJP in a spot. By suggesting that dir-

ot subiirls i Mumbad have difforent languages of thelr own, Mr
Joahi s rekindied the “Marathl pride” plank that has dominated
the politics of Maharashtra, Mumbal in particular, for over five decados,
While addressing an event at Mumbal's Mmthlnml suburh on Wednesday,
My Joshl sadd that "Mumbal has many |Illllﬂlllwm nnd "It i8 not necessary
for people coming to Mumbal to learn Marathl”. Whit he sald was not com-
pletely untruo, It s a fect that there are arens of Mumbal which are domi-
nated by people speaking Gujarath, Hindd or Tamil. When Shiv Senm leader
Anditya Thackermy contested the Assembly election for the first time from
Worll constituency in 2008, he had put up hoarding "Kem Cho Warll",
reating voters In lill‘urﬂll. In o way, that was alse an admission that
darathl 1s not the only language spoken by Mumbalkars, However,
Joshl's statemant i bound 1o got negative reactions from Marathl speak-
|'I]l1 lllﬂ It suggests that Marathi's importance in Mumbal may have dimin:
inhed
The Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi, which has been struggling to regain
politienl slgnificanee since (s decimation in the 2024 state J\mﬂllhlr b
g

oahl’s statement and thus avolded having to

nee of thelr “doomed”* ro-

Chapter, by director

thon, grabbed the opportunity provided by Mr
The RSS was Joshi with hoth nunsll hadr Teaclors and wark- LETTERS
crodited for the ors staged o protest ot Mumbal's Hutatma
uendtorge o5 st el Kol T mp-Zelens S OW"
prople who lost their Lives in the "Smmyukia L]
nharashira” mevement in 1066, Former o
victory In the e It vos i tho “Smyulta GOOD LUCK, DADA
Maharashtra minister Uddhay Thackeray has sald that the
oloction. Now an Hi»:s r-mlur]nhmllli |I:I: !:mkmil. h‘lr lmm}:;" ; Sourav Ganguly, former
RSS leader has WINCAITTENS. | CILEE - MUOINEE  DEFETHIOL Om e at lt a India captain, will be mak-
Fadnavis, ¢ of the political I _ndia caplan, o
"“':r:“""’ Croat- "4y issuo, nsserted that the language of ing his acting debut in the
CONtrOVOrsY Mumbnl and Maharashira is Marathi, which scoming OTT serlal
that could become everyane living in the state should learn and Irsanie visks — bocaus be '_ 8 y o ST,
k., However, he pleaded lgnorance abou r can nder the grim sur - N Lo
its Achilles heel. 1 he phoadad | bout M ‘ ! Under tha gri Khakee: The Bengal

ronct to it On his part, Mr Joshi also tried to salvage the sltuation by
claiming that his comment was misconstroed and everyone living In
Mumbal was expected to lanen Marathl,

However, the fire started by Mr Joahl bs not godng to be doused so easily,
Uddhay Thackeray and his MVA partners will ensure that It keops burn:
ing tl the Mumbal chvic elections, whic \ re "KI‘N tod to be held a n)‘lll\h
soon. Thin there bs Raj Thackeray, lr i estranged cousln, whi s dos.
perate to revive his dwindling polit areer and “Maeathl pride” could
Just be the lssue he wanted. The IHP & Mahayutl alllance partmers, partie-
ularly the Eknath Shinde faction of Shiv Sena, are also fecling uneasy,

11 seems that the BJF now has one more sensitive lngalstic batthe to flght
after Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. In Tamil Nadu, the DMK government is
at loggerheads with the Unlon government over the three-language formu-
I in the New Edueation Polley, which it argues 18 an attempt to Impose
Hindi in the Tamil-spenking stato, In Karnataka, the Congress government
I8 Inslsting on o two-language polley in order to ensure that Kannada
romning the primary Innguage in the state, The RSS wos credited for the
BIPs landslide victory in the Mahaeashtra election, Now an RSS leadar
has inadvertently crontod o controversy that coudd become the BIP's
Achilles heol,

Courts must not delay bail cases

rtlele 21 of the Conatitution which states that no person shall be

deprived of his life or personal liberty except nccording to procedure

eatnblished by law is the guarantes of personal Hberty ngainst the
possilo exeesses of the state. The Supreme Court being the custodion of
tha fundamental rights ki interproted the Artlcls that geirantees protes-
tion of 1ife and personal Hbeeey expindid its scope (0 hold that ball is
the vule and jail is the exeept It has thne and again told the courts
across the country not 6 feel cagey about ensuring personal lberty or
Tl':\mlnl; tanll; they should exercise the right instead of dumping the job on

AP COurt.

That sad part of the story

b tht Bower courts often vefuse to intervens and

v is akled only as per the law even whaen the
executive makes 1t a point to wrenk vengeance on its citlzens and moke the
legal process the punishiment. The exhortation made by the Supreme Court
the othar day that courts should not post hearlng of ball spplications ot a
Mlong date” i the latest (0 that serles. The court, while setting the bail
hoaring of a person who sought Liberty for the sungdry of his linLLulf\lvrl'rmn
o date several months liter to an eaclior date, also exprossed the hope that
the high courts will "at least give some weightage to our request”,

Bt L prendox thie the highest court of the land often comes out as a help-
less institution when fundamental rights are trampled by the State while
the judiclary, including the constitutional courts, looks the other way. It
cannot ba the case that only judges sitting in the apex court know the
tinportance of personal liberty [n our Constituthon. There must be a system
through which this fnilure of the lower courts to protect it s brought to the
notlee of the Supreme Court and the judleial officers I’H"ﬁ madke neeount-
able for thelr lpses, I the Suprome Court thinks so highly of Hberty, it
must also put in place a foolprool system o uphold it
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Shobhaa's Take

nst werk's over-
dramatised, ut-
terly  theatrieal,
otully  absurd
anaars-mard et
wioei two world leades
waight to have been a global
ambarmssmant, -
demned across the board
by an o aghast audienee
watching the President of

thir Unlted States, Donald
Trunap, sl Im( it ot In
thee Crval Of
Prealdint :IIr
Wolodymyr 2o ¥¥.
Instead, the rsponse to
the spot woe &0 ahaela, s
ek, 38 mode ane waon-
dbor — wna this all & big
scan/sham? A roally poor-
scriptid, badly dinectid
om & Jerry  show
designed to fool th world?
It appediid stagd and ludi-
crous,  bes Bolng
unprecedented.  Hard 1o
Eelinwe that Zelenskyy hisl
zoro blen what he was
pustting his food into, gven
courter-kntelLige
ek edse, bl e not lnow
that this crucial moeting
with thi biggest bully on
warth was 10 be conducted
I front of o Hve televiskon
audienes? Did he immggne
It would be a private ietea-
tote between him  and
Trump  which — would
v b o elosed doar alfadr,
with o bland, blah post:
meting Attemant
valoised 1o the
Entirely  impossibl
i, diel the two g
lude  and  conspl
archestate
rade and.

Ulerabne,

-
Tils-
lend othir workd leaclers?
Was it deslgnid to con-
found anc confiuse all these
wha were nol expecting o

whal
hapefully,

public flreworks show?

hat sort of a “sedting”
wk clona o fucll ate this
totally unclassy, despleakie
tamasha whirn a
medipaa 1 insulied and
prubdiely B ilinbed for al
o mock and condes
Donakd Trump, for all ks
dalibrataly fungli ways,
Invariably has o mastes
plan working in his own
nberests, This was not anly

about Russin or China or
Eurape, This eartoon was
specifically and exchasive-
1y deslgned For Americins
looking for low-brow enter-
tufnment, So many diys
Inter, whao ks talking about
i ouitecme of it e,
wrude ancounter? Foe all of
Trumip's bluster and bom-
bagt, he behaved ke an
aveEgrown, Bpotlt, entitled,
privileged brat. As for
folomakyy... lot's just say,
bt came acroas ns himsel
i mam not ready 1o sell
hiks pecple wred throw them
under the bug, for a few dol-
lars more, Big question:
Which oo of them | Tom?
And whe's Jerry?
“Aamericn 1 beck!” thun:
dheresd] Donnld Trump,
“Amarken, o b
Eurapa nmnruhl.wl
(all !nr ducariim,
Ix-lsln' Isaing Zelenskyy
Tor showing up kn military
Ithgues at the Oval Offiee,
how abaut mdvising Vivek
Ramuswamy o keep his
chappals on,.. before o fow
wmate are thrown at him!
In such o survenl political
seonario, two  powerful
movies which bogged the
st prestlgious awards
vocently turmad out 1o be
doeply  political,  anti-
Amarriea movies, even ifon
i surfee, the nacratives
were bl e and not 1I.Ir|11
eonfrontational.
Beartallst, about I.mt!l."
Tath, & Hungarian-born,
Bauhaug-trained architect
{supremely  played by
Oscar  winner  Adrien
Brody), begins with o zny
shot that establishes the
mesnge of the film very
oarly the Statue of
Liberty flls the screin
upskide down, then skie-
winys, aflering o menschng
warning to the ldeallstic
bmmigrant  whe  has

wscaped o hovrific post-war
Tt 1o arrivie i lond of
ik and horey. Through

Lazhy's harsh experiences
I Amiricn, we withess bla-
tant antl-Senbtlsm, rackam,
axplodtntion and hate for
it bmvmigramt as hie strog-
gles to complete a dmam

praject comminskoned by
an  arrogant - plutocrat,
Harvison  Van  Bruen.
America's schiaold atti-
I|l||.1I towards Lmmgrants

1lh&tm¢l In all s ugly
ramifications. Guy Pearce,
playing Mr Money Hags
with scant respect for “out-
slclers”, acutely underlines
it herthess i |l|n|u1
of "brutes in sults” (thind
Jn Vines wnd Col 'p\lwn
an okl fwvourlte song of
e, Wou are my desting',
|ﬂ|\}‘|‘i| luring o scorching:
 ROrEeous secuence shot
Inside a morble quarey in
Carrers, | found myself
hoddlng my bieath 1o wan-
dor how Brady Corted, the
awnrd-winning director of
The Hrutalist, woulkd ead
it scor — wiell, o spoll-
s hoew, Wateh the movie,
anel ahiver! The Heutadise
could so easlly be another
tag for Donald Trump,

bt athar, equally com-

pelking fikm, which walked
awny with flve Oscars, s
thir dark yot lush and .Imn

with Protty Woman and
Devidng, Come on, every-
onet

This 18 a subversive,
potntidly palitheal movie
that conveys its powerful
antl-Amerlen sentiments
through the portrayal of a
ﬁllly Inmlgrant  lap
dancer, who gets entangled
with Vanya {the spodlt,
druggedout son of an oli-
grch), who lancs in n huge
s whan Be marrles the
s worker n Lan Vegas,
O the surfinee it is o croey
capir flm that eaptures thi
soadly unreality of bodh pro-
tagonists the felsty
Anara from  Uzbekistan,
whe uses hor by ns o sur-
wlval kit, being the |:||:I!‘
transnctional nssel gh
Nuuw e Vanyn, th !-
Beautiful Russian
I!um by, reckless  and
wenlthy enough to take

mance 18 the mare valatie
sub-ext which on so many
lovels  pitches  Donald
Trump's aggressive Am-
avlcn with all its obvious
fnult lines ngadnst the srevo-
e of Vindimie Putin's
oqually corrupt Russin.
Cince agukn, the contempt
and heartlessness shown
townrds  halpless, poor
Immdgrants, is eonphasised
aver and over again s
Anara huitles towards (s
unexpectd climax. There
are 1 winners bove ws the
Yankee versus Huss) war ls
ruthlessly fought. Concly-
ademn: Hoth are equally evil,
But what ane rensembers
from the two outstanding
fikma ks America's nl:lul\'l
rlutiomslkp with
Il o bk, i .'|
townrds Immigrants and
Its monumental ego that
manifeats itsell’ through
posaple ke Denadd Trump,
Thet system here s the
ehibel villnin. The Heutalier
18 not an individual, Not a
fikm. 18 15 0 meenphar.
Cloger to T, i
Ahack Warrant, based on a
baok by the same name
writhen by Sunil hl
former Jaller o ihi'
nodorious Tihar JrlII ulul
Journalist Sunetra
Choudhury, makes view-
ars squirm ns the superbly
directed cost of competent
actors, led by Zahaan
Kapoor and Rahul Bhat,
Iny bare the teagedy of
Lrsiklan's pathedic prison sys-
e, which treats Inmaies
warse than defenceless ani-
mald, So many yeurs wlter
Sunil Gupta retlred, hos
anything changed? We con-
Hnue to deliimanise and
Lot undertrial prisan-
s (eountless innocents
amangst them) redting n
over-croweded jails across
Irvikl, and nobody blinks or
cared, Wi are not Amiaries,
W Aay smugly to our
aelves. No, we are definile-
Iy not America we are
much worse! A fllm as dis-
turblng a8 The Hruaralist
hag wtlll o be made e,
We v the talent, budgets
and actors to ace (., but
what we sadly lack |s the
ey to take an the eatab-
Ishment and share our
gy truths with th workl

Instagraim handio
dwShobhaaDe; Twittar
Bandie i DeShobba

MNeeraj Pandey. Sourav
een wearing a police
Uniform in a trailer launch
of the the series.
Cricketers and films have
an old relationship and
various cricketers like
Sandeep Patil, Salim Dur-
ani, Sreesanth and Salil
Ankola have tried out
their acting chops, even If
none of them enjoyed any
lasting success. It is
hoped that Dada will out-
perform the others. A
bioplc has bagn
announced on him where
Rajkummar Rao will play
his part. We wish Sourav
success in his new role,
D.B. Madan
New Delhi

DERELICT MEDIA

IT 15 HIGHLY unfortunate the
Aha ks glving Ditthe to sero spaco to
BCLD nwm:luluuliln%nnhr find
¢ elght workers who have been
pped after a portlon of the
srisnllam Ledt Bank Canal tunmsel in
Tolangana collapsed on them on
February 2. But the Champions
Trophy cricket tournament hos
hoen covard ag l!umEI\ it 6 0 ques-
tlom of life and donth. Even o trapped
wlephant gets more medin covernge
and public attention than trapped
Inbourers, §love andmals, But | hate
a cavallor attitude towards poor
Tnbourers who build our homes and

ouir Fonds, birldgs, and tunnels,
Sujit De

Kolkata

MANY FLIP-FLOPS

FOR THE soconed time in lows than &
hours, US President Donokd Trump
rolbed back the newly lniposod taxes o
amports from Canada and Mexico by
akming ordees simifieantly expanding
the jgoods exemptisd from duthes
alapped on Ameriea's two biggest trade
partiers, Earlier, Trump ml‘c’l T woald
Eernpararily seempt carmakee s from 25
v cont lmport taxes just o day aftor
they came into effect, The trade war
tenadons hove robled mackets, with thi
|.1'l|l|!|\r LS wtock indexes all avding

bowar in Thursdiy's teade, Pl

Chakdiha, H’rwr J'h'\WnrJ'

Was ¢

After Musk in US,
will UK join New

World Order with
Mission DOGE?

“Hie hoaks dows now at his battesed shoos
mm-mmmmmarmm
They tell him fe his nothiting — so nathing to s
Hay, ditch the selfpity, hide those hrabes and

— From Compulsive Chores ar Miust Calendar,

by Hachelsod
bo alection of Donald Trump throy 1ho
[ &;mu gm
TMMHMWIIIH: nnbmn
candidate wha liss than 50
vnm mbmmn?m , has boon hnl.ed u!ho

Wnun Trump {8 the first
criminally eonvicted Presidunt of lhn United States.
Ho has sorsationally * e thi erlminals who
nﬂommedlmnn.hmwum A niw Fo of

mun:}mmu Oni:mln lﬁmnlw and I1I|n Punimn
b oananln, bt yos, cert W
ol mnp“ t boan ha‘ma

' tariffod trade war I8 not unwmdmml

but could be the wigger of the eeonomic NWO.
I Trump's bousts about saving American faxpuy-
ar's !mmo]i" there I8 o massive dimension of
lon Musk hos been given the tisk of

1 mlmnmm:«fﬁmmmm h'.rncl
Accrrding o the (so fu?) fros American

T charneteristically spunt tho lnst mmn :Immu

and cancelling the sxpenditure of the US Agency for
Imnmllmd%bvulopmnnl ar USAIL.
hie has bt M can certln:

Iy be chnrnmwd s wistedul nn wvem vy
‘handouts to dietngorial or corrupt mgmes, hul |I|n

I new camplaining that he mmrm the 1
n the room and beaving the elephart mtwhh
aut m serateh

that goes towa Pontigen’
et contracts. One iR on the lst mmuu
Rfyear prison satence for o Navy contractar who
Prlhodm"d '°f|f“"“ﬁ"°m§}"“,1""f"““',“‘““”
tons and peostitutes fn one of the “lnrgest coreup:
tion seanids in Amir ci
Muk hasn't touchid Dw Puntagon's budget as b
and nnnaml)‘ Dmnld cauld thon be s s
1 rmtmlm AU
Bt the sca curtal
Immmmmlwummdmrmglm upmmhn
Now Hypacritical Onienml Is hnln: m:l.cmd [
such in the non-MAGA Resuil? Demald
hlIcLy lrm M th I'munm'l
and mxpend| mmdunmnlhmuhmm-
:Lnn Really? Watch that Lot Inspired by
Munklml.nlnn sttement, ane British % o, &
wikly callisd mmm T Jnwinic!

whm it hhl.l o wir oh wuml spending”, l‘1|

chver-ch rmis e calling thelr sxposun ca

m IM fator '.“I‘O‘Juﬁl it b‘rlvnlnul
PAFE —which G':'n lamathe English

nsAng I‘n:mm lwgd i

inpwlr og.llnrulhd 'l‘nbxm m

aning right-win mpu%du. =
‘ﬁmm ‘ngn of § burs, an kg

ir wrl
fram America calld Licnel Sheivar, whommmmlv
wrltes anti-mmigrant and antlasylumsdor art:
onc wrate agalnst lumapd Hrltash Aslans
toguther, Falr enough. [ o 0 botter to the
Spectator ngrouing that the Pukistand bus conductor
feom Bradfiord §8 not soclally or Anancially b it
with, ln‘ Righi sunskurhu mII.lnnnlrotnr s it bkl-
i) wil and, Juist: & ﬂmhfw‘l wribirs,
inclicing hcry- by jusrat calld o Lido and
an outancut [slansaphobs and crusder for vighe
whng bigatry Douj Murrnl,pmcmmpulmnhn

mmﬁs mm.mmummnnpmw il
he Spectator, with the
nllnd.npulndmr. hl :In ln:her" Hnn }'cgn
comverted b0 Islum? anmmlum
Jln:lo munnn‘nll: Invutorles to
hwhudll mnmm}cllunmsm-mm-
[ T it ar
‘Eeh the Eritish governnsmt spords txpayers'

sy, all orma\ m mu unsolicited apinion, ar
m"u;zwnfm“m # .
vy nm 60 projects “inane,
I and aﬂu ", Huve v IR& m itesms i
thi SPAFF msmnllnnlnlrnmmmhmplu
| million o "tk tx eapacity” in the
Mnll mﬂd. [-]) mll.llnn to smprove financlal

thon, thalr columnl.l: Ieod. | Idd.le polnbed out ather
instances of SPAFFing by the Beltish government: A
l:lid.r Into the hoalth of sheimp in Bangladesh; Lo
e about gendor di mmmwmmmu
1|.nn spent an mmx:ll thie eI\rII survice of the
Democratic i wnnln
and Inclustve, Introducing mm art object
Incliding Marcel Duchamp's urinal. to A
waenen, .. Yos, SPAFFistic waste and thy
cover cartoon fiadured Kelr Starmor and b lehl.noc
shiowilliig mnmr it i ar'k Fioks.
"Hnmt on't! These pmmln ware not Wmdwnr
1 nmwummmsmmrﬁww thit
e wer o n il

Lal
lpwwnd.hw the Tory mﬂmmumhuwlm

.I\ml wiho werved as 0 minksber for various d
nnis m those Tory goverampnts” A Me M
Gave, w! Why, bu's the ed]

af.. mmm
[\In wrllmn ettt the mﬁﬁlm pmntlngblhu

Ir'mhn I'mn%



Saturday, March B, 2025

DL

THE HINDU

OUND ZERO

Mnhan\m!d Inhel the father of Mohammed Shahabaz; and Shahabaz's uncle, Mugeeb Rahman, attend & prayer meet, & RAGESH

A party, a street fight,
and the death of a boy

On March 1, Mohammed Shahabaz, a Class 10 student in Kozhikode district, suceumbed to the injuries he had

sustained during a sereet fight between students a few days prior. Six students have been nabbed by the police
in connection with the incident, Mithosh Joseph reports on the ongoing police investigation in the case and
the increasing worries about minors in conflict with the Law

ith his hands Folded and eyes
w partly closed, Mohammed Igbal,
47, is immersed in prayer. Clad in
a white shirt and dhoti at his an-

cestral home in Thamarassery, a \'lll.ql;l. in Kerae
la's Kozhilkode district, lgbal is at a religious ritual
for the third day. He is mourning the death of his
eldest son, Mohammed Shahaba, 15. When he
starts chanting prayers, tears roll down his
cheeks, His relatives stand arourid him. "His wife
and three children have not accepted the fact
that Shahabi is no more,” one of them says,

Tgghal, whi had twiled for years as a daily wage
labourer abroad, says his eldest son was really
smart, “He performed well in school. He would
make electronbe toys. He loved playing sports, He
always took care of his younger siblings. |
conildn’t even by him a mobile phone, as 1 was
short of money." he says. lgbal vows to fight untl
death to secure justice for his son,

Shahabu, o Class 10 student at a government-
aided school at Elewil village, died on March 1 af
ter he was brutally assaulted during a clash bet
ween two groups of teenagers at Thamarassery
in Kozhikode on February 27, His death led to wi-
despread protests by the Youth Congress, the
Keraka Students' Union, and the Mislim Stucernts
Federation, among others, These organisations
allege that Shahabaz was murdered and that
there was a conspiracy behind his death. The
Kerala government described the incident as
“unfortunate” and said a comprehensive investi-
pation would be conducted, The Kerala State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights also
pegistered a suo motu case on the incident.

A deathly brawl
The problem began on Febraary 23, when there
was an argument between the students of two
schools < Muhammedali Jaahar Higher Secon-
dary School, Elettl; and Government Vocational
Higher Secondary School, Thamarassery - at
Triez, a local teaining centre in Thamarassery, ac
cording to trainers at the centre, There was a fa
rewell party for Class 10 students from the two
schools that day at the centre. When the music
that was being played for a danoe performance at
the party stopped due to technical glitches, stu-
dents from the Thamarassery school kaughed,
and this led to a heated argument between the
students of the two schools, say trainers,

Thee students met again on February 27 at the

he came to the spot along with his friends from
the Muhammedali School o setthe scores with
the students from Thamarassery,” says a trainer,
Witnesses say the first dash between the two
wroups took place along a dingy corridor of a
building comples near the maition centre. When
the locals intervened, the stidents meoved to oth
er spots. They clashed four times in front of
about 50 students at the centre, say locals.

“The students from bath the schools began as-
sembling near the tuition centre at around 4.30
in the evening. The clash broke out around 530
and went on till 77 recall Siddigue and Shuklor,
two tea shop owners who saw the brawl, Accord
ing to them, after the students fought the first
tme, teachers from the tuition centre intervened
and forced the students to disperse.

Hajira and Jaseera, who run a stitching unit

op

T hun.‘ are

these de

abig
concern for
teachers, We
are helpless;
W Cannot
combat the
Issue alone

J M
Headdmisiress
Muhammedali

Jahar Higher
Secomdary School
ak el

near the incident spot, say they heard lod nois
es around the building but they were too scared
1o intervene. “We thought that this was a minor
quarrel between the students as such incidents
happen sometimes, We never thought that it
would bead to this,” Hajira says.

KK, Akhilesh, the head of the tuition centre,
says the five students who were nabbed the next
day by the police in connection with the inci-
dent, based on a complaint by Shahabaz's pa-
rents, had not turned up for claisses dlay and
were waiting outside the centre, *They did not
have any criminal background, nor were they ag:
gressive, They were good students who studied
hard,” Akhilesh says. A sisth student was nabbed
in connection with the incident on March 4.

When Shahabaz sustained a hesd injury and
collapsed, the tiltion centre trainers and locals
called his family, who rushed him to the Thama-
rassery taluk hospital, There, he was referred to
the Kozhilode Medical College, according to the
palice. Shahabaz had become unconscious after
several episodes of vomiting and also had severe
wounds in his eyes, He succumbed to injuries on
March 1. That evening, he was laid to rest at the
Kedivoor Juma Masjid Khabar Sthan.

Murmurs of a conspiracy

According to the postmortem report, Shahabaz
had suffered a deep head injury and a fractured
skull. The police later found that he had been at
tacked with a runchaku, & martial arts weapon
comsisting of two sticks, The police say one of the
six students imvolved in the incdent had browght
the weapon, which hiad been in the possession of
his alder brother, with him.

Anger built up when a photo emerged sho

ing the father of one of the accused alongside a

oo

Thie volce messagies sent by some of the
students on the V sapp group clearly
explain thelr plan, The messages indicate a

dangerous criminal trend among adolescents
Senkar pollee atficer

been planning the elash for mene than four days.
The police recovered a laptop, four phones, and
the weapon from the houses of the accused.

A senior police officer says the accused show
no repentance. "They had discussed everything
on a social media group and even posted details
of the nunchaku that was brought to the spot. The
voice messages sent by some of the students on
the group clearly explained the plan. The mes-
sages incicate o dangerous criminal trend ameng
adolescents,” he says,

I Jayesh, a professional karate trainer, says the
rrtchaka is banned in several countries, but not
in India, “If people simply watch some demon:
stration videos and use it, they may use it crude
Iy. This can lead to an unpredictable outcome.
There should be a proper vigil against the misuse
of sueh weapaons,” he says,

Tejbaal worries about the probe, “One of the key
mceused is the son of a policeman, while a few
others are the children of politically influential
people,” he says.

The police have charged the teenagers under
Sections 10301 (maurder), W82 (causing gricvous
hurt using dangerous weapons), 12602) (wrongful
restraint), 189(2) (unlawful assembly), 19102) {rioe
i), il 190 {every member of linlawiiil assemb-
by guilty of offence committed in prosecution of
common object) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, They say more sections of the BNS
are likely to be inveked once the probe is com:
pleted and the final report submitted, The police
have also reached out to Meta and other social
maedia platforms to collect evidence,

A recurring phenomenon
Some traders say that students from the two
schools, located nearly 7 kilometers apart, have
been fighting for years on various issues, such as
sports and cultural programmes, They even have
a name for it - ‘Friday Thallumala', an act o
venge. Some local traders also sought action
from the police o few months ago, to end the
stroet seuffles that took place on Fridays.

The incident and investigation have largely af
fected the two schools and their students and
teachers, Mol 1 Basheer, headmaster of

womvict in the 2002 murder of Re ¥ Mar
xist Party leader, TP Chandrasekharan, Further,
the police say they found a WhatsApp group that
was created by the six accused. They say the
messages on the group of 60 people and another
Instagram group showed that the six boys had

Studert activiss stsgea protest in front of the mrnmenl observation
home in Kozhlkode, . RAGESH

the G Vocational Higher Secondary
School, Thamarassery, is in tears. All the six st
dents who have been held are from his school.
“The school has been putting up a good perfor
manice, Now, everyone is shaken, This ks my last
year in my career as a her and this happens,”
b says, sitting in his office room.

The situation is no different at the Muhamme
dali Jaukar Higher Secondary School at Elettil,
where the students are mourning the death of
their close friend and struggling to focus on ex-
ams. One of them says, "Shahabaz was a techesav
vy student.” Another says, “Shahabaz was athles
i and was active in the school foothall team."
Twi Class 10 students say Shahabaz was never
part of any gang and never got into trouble.
Teachers also echo these sentiments, .

J. Mini, the headmistress of the school, says
the school authorities have arranged for counsell-
ing sessions for Shahabaz's classmates to help
them cope with the trauma. She also worries
abhotit this becoming more common: "There are
many deviant characters these days, who are a
big concern for teachers, We are helple:
cannot combat the issue alone. Throughe
State, we are seeing such unhealthy develop
ments, Incidents of substance abuse and related
crimes are also increasing. It is time for stronger
interventions.”

Thie students involved in the incident were
shifted to a government observation home in
Kozhikode and allowed to write the Secondary
School Leaving Certificate (SSLC) exam. This has

e

*

led o protests by students’ organisations.

Teghal, too, is furious with the Education De-
partment. “A special exam centre with police
protection should not have been sanctioned by
the government inside the observation home. 1t
was humiliating for us when the boys wrote
exams so combortably when my son, who was al-
s0 supposed to write the S5LC exam, was heing
buried,” he wld politicians wheo visited him,

Iejhal says he received the biggest shock when
he found owt that one of Shahabue's former close
friends participated in the assault. The boy had
studied with Shahabaz for about seven years in
another school and had even visited Shahabaz's
home and shared meals with him. The two of
them had moved to different schools after Class
8. Class photos of the two students have been re-
covered and support the father's claims, accord-
ing to the police.

District Police Chief (Kochikode rural) KE. Bai-
e says the police have taken all possible legal ae-
thom, as part of their investigation, He says they
cannot endorse any stand that advocates curtail-
img the right of students to write exams, as this
would be unconstitutional. Baiju also says the
palice will imvestigate more to track all those who
were part of the “conspiracy”.

“The students involved in the incident were
niot found to have the thoughts of ordinary sty
dents, Our investigation indicates that this was a
well-planned attack,” be adds,

Juvenile Justice Board member Moban Kumar
says the trial will be conducted immediately after
the palice submit the final imestigation report,
“All the legal procedures have been Followed as
the involved stadents are mi . They can also
move for bail complying with the existing rules
and Fegulations,” Kumar siys.

Distressing figures

‘Kaval’ is a programme implemented by the De-
partment of Women and Child Development
with support from the National Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neurosciences, Bengaluru, It fo-
cuses on the rehabili and social reintegra-
tiesn of children in conflict with the L through a
paychosocial approach, Data with Kaval shows
that 2,274 children in the 14-18 age group attend-
el counselling sessions between April 2003 and
March 2024, OF them, aboat 100 were involved in
murder attempt cases and about BOO in varkous
cases registered under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, The majority of
the children did not have any eriminal back-
grouind and at least 1,600 of them were from i
ral areas, More than 1,750 of them came from fa-
milies below the poverty line. Only 296 students
were found to have behavioral issues,

. PN, Suresh Kumar, a psychiatrist, points
out that only a multi-dimensional approach with
a focus on reducing adolescents’ exposure to vio-
lent content on social media and films will help
society address the issue. "The unrestricted ex-
posure o violence affects the frontal lobe of the
brain that controls thoughts, movements, and so-
cial skills,” he says, Teachers should work with
the Health Department to sereen adolescents
with behavioral issues, Dr. Suresh Kumar adds,

A official from the Department of Education
=ays there are ongoing discussions on the forma-
than of a State-level intervention module. Kerala
is also trying to strengthen existing projects such
as ‘Our Responsibility to Children' and ‘Student
Police Cadets’. A meeting of the heads of various
schools will be convened before the next aca-
demic year to finalise the action plan, he adds,

Shahabae's uncle, Mujech Rahman, says he
was close to his nephew. "He would ask me for
money for his electronic experiments. He had
the freedom to ask me anything. We used to tra-
vel together when he had school vacations, He
was not a child with any eriminal tendencies; he
wins a creative and imaginative boy," he says,

Another uncle, Najeeh, says the family will
meet the Chief Minister and senior police officers
and demand that everyone responsible for the
boy's death be arrested. “No parent should have
to o through the teauma of seeing their child be-
imgg killed,” he says.
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Reciprocal tariff turmoil

Trump and Lutnick’s recent comments make India's
task of clinching a bilateral trade deal really tough

IKEOTHER NATIONS, Indial ighth trul
and disruption of a global tariffwar Lrlggnmd hyle President Don-
ald Trump. In his address to the joint session of the US Congress this
week, he criticised the high tariffs levied by India and other coun-
tries as “unfair" and announced reciprocal tariffs from April 2.“Whatever

"l was dumbfounded. It feit like all ny

theytaxus, wr:wll.l tax therm. If they use no tariffstol t
of their mark Alluse ,'barrlm.w]«rpﬂumnum{
our market," Trump stated. The US President’s weaponisation of tariffs
should not come as a surprise to India as he ordered his administration to
prepare teciprocal tariffs on trading partners headed by India barely hours
before his one-on-one meeting with Prinne Minister Narendra Modi in the
White House last month. India hopes to negotiate a mutually beneficial,
multi-sectorbilateral trade agreement (BTA) thisautumn to fend off Trump's
reciprocal tariffs,

Trump' when India's
commerce and Imluslrymmla.r.crl’nyush Goval wasin Waa.hlnglun for high-
level trade talkswith the US secretary of commerce Howard Lutnick and the
United States Trade Representative Jamibeson Greer. Prior to his departure
fior the US, Goyal sounded bullish on his forthcoming talks and promised a

struggle, and exp had
boen erased, No matter how much | tried
o say, Hew, 'm here — hear me out,' they

st wouldn't. It was as if ] spoke apples,

and they heard oranges.”

ER STORY ISN'T unigue.
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ACTIONABLE STRATEGIES LIKE BUILDING ALLIES CAN HELPWOMEN LEADERS OVERCOME PERSISTENT BIASES

The silent exclusion

SAUMYA SINDHWANI
SUDIPTA SHAW

of
[practical, and research azsociate,
ndian School of Business

women leaders and entre-

preneurs, nearly all deseri-

bed being overlooked —
wften in the very moms where they were
supposed to have a voice. But by the time
‘they walked into those meetings, the real
decisions had already been made else-
‘where. Nearly 8704 of our interviewees

Hed nded tothem,

mother-of-all trade dealswith the US Since Trump singled out India's high
than 100% tariffs on autos, India has prepared a list of items — like
cars,electronies, solar cells, and chemicals — where it could offer substantial
tariff euts and greater market access for US goods. Budget 2025 pre-emp-
tively reduced import duties for electronics, textiles, bourbon whisky and
high-end motorcycles like Harley Davidson.Ata media event on Friday, Lut-
nick indicated that product-by-product fati d take fi Jand
the Uswarited India to focus ona mht’gt -scale,and broad-based agree-
ment"“India’s market has to open up. How you do that must be smart and
thoughtful when you have the most attractive partner on the other side)" he
sabd, making clear the inflexible stand of the US on thei
‘The question naturally is whether a BTA Is indeed feasible. It bears men-

tion that in Trump 1.0 there was a willingness to negotiate a broad agree-
ment but it did not work out as there was no follow-up on the mutual con-
cessions to conclude such a trade deal. Both sides were not bletoinka

“mini deal” to maintain India's benefits under the Generalised System of
Pmﬁnmcnsmalmdedin March 2019, Trump 2.0wants India mellminau_
tariffs on carimpo thep 1BTA— blytofacili

wondering, “When was this discussed?
‘Where was 17" Their voices weren't just
overlooked inside the room; they were

got passed over for ( Why?

ten faceadou-

a Inld« gets attached to populism it is difficult to
get out of the crisis. The central factor must be the
good of the people, the largest good of the
people, the lasting good of the people

— over drinks,
sereenings, of in passing conversations. I
‘was never invited, and when [ tried tojoin
[feltlike an outsider”
Thiswasa recurring theme. The infor-

not designed forwomen. The casual, last-

them hard for women to participate, and
even when they do, they are often
by nat insiders.

Because when the next big role opened,
the bosses already had a name in mind —
and itusually

extra hours bonding beyond work, over
cricket matches or impromptu coffee

bde bias: What makes men appear strong
makes women seem difficult. The pres-
sure to fit into a traditional male arche-
type of leadership is exhausting.

Here's the truth: there is nosingleway

reaks, e, getthe to lead. Women bring collaboration,
same opportunities to build o i empathy, and -dri-
outside work. I d Our-
This is not new. In mal self into what s d"to

!pace! women often feel pressured to fit

ook like, own your style. Reflect, practise

excluded long before the o Id, staying hyper- self-compassion, and lead
in. Women waorking ded while on your terms.
alonggide their better halves, male co-  men canaffordtobecasual,  There is no single
founders, hood  imperfect, and even joke way to lead. Find, and be, an ally
similarexperiences. around. Women constantly Woman brin “As a fermale entrepre-
prove their worth, working i 5 9 neur, | have often volced
No coincidence twic capted, tion, ideas that went unnoticed
This isn't a coincidence but a system. leaving little room tobelong. empathy, until my male co-founder
Aquiet, informal network that operates So,howdowomen break adaptability, and backed me up. Only then
outside official meatings, where men this cycle of invisibility? - H did paopla start listening.”
i es cver |k beers,  How can they carve out a PUTROR~EITVN Men in leadership have
«cricketmatch screenings, or casual What- space for themselves, not leadership built-in support. They ad-
sApp groups where key decisions take just bk buttotruly vocate for each other, and
shape. A space whare women are rarely belong? Howcan they move open  doors for one
invited or truly included. the another, both in meetings and behind

This invisibility isn't just frustrating,
It comes with a price tag. Women left out

entryof Tesla — but New Delhi s reluctant toi liately | uch
duties to zero to protect the domestic auto industry even asitconsiders fur-
thercuts. The US!
al.lgmd,a ha.rrlng agrlcullura] uncs:l hr: nnlyud‘ﬂmln.atumsnra.rhaah:m

or Nir il that India's inter -
estswillbe safeguarded in the trace talks, adding that based on the negotia-
tions t.mya] haahad in Washjnghm “wewill take a call”,

‘While I fiora BTA — and shows ace onspecific
products of interest to the US as it has done with bilateral trade policy dia-
logues in recent years — the big challenge is to navigate through Trump's
disruption to global trade. Lmklng ahnad the most efficacious strategy will

be todiversifyits trading relati

tedlysoughta sero-t iff regime

How to hedge against
Al stealing your job

'WILLARTIFICIALINTELLIGEMNCE take myjob? Thisquestion is really starting to pre-
occupy me and millions of other white-collar workers. There's even a word for it —

wof C misscrit-

ical career opportunities, from salary
hikes to leadership roles. Many intervie-
wees spoke about the financial cost of
exclusion — promotions and deals hap-
pening in closed rooms or WhatsApp
groups they weren't in,

Our analysis suggests this isn't about
performance, but proximity. Many
‘women leaders told us how they worked
tirelessly, exceeded expectations, and still

centre of key decisions, without con-
stantly needing to prove theirworth?

This International Women's Day, we
bring you four actionable strategies for
women looking to claim their visibility
and build their influence.

Lead in your style

"If I'was direct, | was 'aggressive’ If 1
was calm, | was ‘not assertive enough’ 1
kept adjusting myselfto be'likable| until
I reallised | didn’t have to be a male ver-
sion of a leader. I could just be a leader.”

closed doors. Women, too often, stand
alone. This must change. Male allies are
key to changing this. Seek out those in
leadership who recognise these dispari-
ties and will amplify your voice. Further,
as you rise, be that ally. Sponsor womaen,
Tec andchallenge closed-

So instead of forcing a way in, curate
your awn networking spaces that work
foryou — structured, intentional, and
inclusive. Whether it's breakfast mee-
tups, mentorship drcles, orvirtual meet-
ings, take charge where, when, and of
how you connect.

Don't just fight for a seat at the table;
bring the table.

Knock on another door

“I kept waiting for opportunities
that never came. [ networked, asked for
promaotions, and proved myself
repeatedly, only to be told | was too
ambitious. That's when it hit me — 1
was knocking on a door that was never
meant to open for me. 5o, | stopped
waiting. | knocked on another one,
built abusiness and realised my ambi-
tion on my own terms.”

Too often, women find themselves
walting — for promotions, leadership
roles, or fair treatment. But when one
door refuses to open, it's time to change
the door. If your growth is stalling, look
beyond the obvious paths. Instead of
waiting fora promotion,explore lateral
maoves that expand your influence. 1f
leadership roles are scarce, create your
own through advisery roles, or entre-

dioor decisions.

Changewon't happen by accident, it's
actively built.
Bring your own table

“Their gatherings were always

Don't wait for permission to lead,
lead anyway.
Shift your mindset, build allies, create

and if losed, change
them. Enough of being sidelined, build
yourawn placeto belong.

RBI must not fall for Trump’s crypto circus

The RBI is fortifying India’s financial future, If we

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Carporate advisar & independant directar an
corparate boards

allow crypto’s speculative chaos to take root, we
risk dismantling decades of monetary discipline

FOBO,or fearofbec and, reg tentively THE WHITE HOUSE s now the world's send advance warnings before they burst. ory of shaping global markets in its fav- Icactivity. The focus should be on streng -
unfounded. biggest crypto exchange — only, the man Thecr}rpmwmldm speculating onthe DUI through financial i sand theningthesef notonaccom-
‘While I'mnot co e, acatch-all tey ing i ininthecry R_BI (] ing stance based on has alw; rancial digital assets. The
fior suchas financial analysts, softy legal pro- personally. The newsof US President Don- tool of d{plomaq’ If India bends under RElisn' tpust mmanaging today’s risks; it is
and those in th fve industries whosejob likely tobe trans- ald Trump hosting the first-ever White paperunthclwmum'lhi!ngmlsasl\lﬁ it rigks g its financial [umfylm]mlasﬁnanualhmunagalmt
formed by Al — should prepare for heaval 'J'.hlsmeans ingAlto House conference on cryptocurrency this from strong opposition just six months system with a modL'I that prloml!u speculative chaos, If we allow :lyptu L]
beo tive,whil P the Friday has set off a wave of excitement ago,whenthe RBlwamed that cryptocur- short-term aver speculativec -
marchofthe machinm fail. AMONECTyR His rencies threaten financial stability and stability. The US ecunumy opnratns on mantling decades of me
Think tank [P viedge work now acc halfof Family holdsvast cryptoassets and two of could undermine central bank control. highdebt, and fre- This Sunday, President Tmmp ann-
UK Ia.buurmametanlvlty.mdanmuchas?m\nufmuslu:uuldhenlplﬂcamly his firms control 80% of a token valued at TheH.B]'nﬁnnmnnelunbeencdmdm guent bailouts, That is not the model ounced the farmation of a US Crypto
trar 250,000 ayear over §14 billion on paper, If Trump's cry- ghobal platforms, from the Indi Strategic Reserve.Thismovesignalsadra-
riby Usc A g toa recent Mioody's Ana- pto assets gain legitimacy under his own Maonetary Fund tothe Bank 'J'J\eaypmlndmythd maticshift inthe government'sstance on
Iytics analysis. What if millions of high e administration, does that not amount to for theweak- digital assets, integrating major cryp-
‘While he's not an unbi Openal Alt fi a self-styled financial monarchy, where  nts.So, the real question s A nation d est regulator It les such as Bitcoin
g ybecapahble of thingsthatahuman regulation serves in d ebt, I Iby shiftsbetween jurisdictions  XRF,and Cardano{ADA)intothe country’s
engineer ando,albeit with on.And "even- India, on the other hand, has taken a or will Trump's crypto that offer the most lenient ﬁnarr:lalinfmtmcr\nn Ifthisactualises,

tually"might be quite soon: Meta Platforms boss Mark Zuckeriwerg says these virtual
co-workers will have the coding and problem- vilities of amid:
bythisyear.

Unlike people,Al agents can be deployed at near limit-
less scale across all kinds of knowled ge work. Sowhile AL
will certainly augment existing roles and create entirely
new occupations, [ think lots of job losses are inevitable
(and Altman agrees). There's already talk of a white-collar
recession as graduates from top MBA programmes strug-
gle to find work, translator commissions are drying up,
starting salaries for consultants stagnate, and layoffs in
information technology increase.

CHRIS

cautious and prudent approach to cryp-
tocurrency, driven by the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RE[) clear stance on financial sta-
hility. In its December 202 4 Financial Sta-
bility Report, the RBI laid out unambigu-
ous concerns — crypto’s unchecked
expansion could undermine monetary
policy, create fiscal risks, and even cir-

cumventc If exces-

sive adoption leads to the diversion of
resources from the real economy, what
happens to businesses that depend on

euphoria and geapalitical | erisis ruibes. chas- it backed
[pressures test its resolve? Ilmolt avery Ingopportunities that often assetclass, blurring thelines between reg-
Cryptocurrency, by  decade, and now  turnintohigh-risktraps If  ulationand speculation,

design, facilitates c:paque led s ofth Trump's America becomes The RBIs job Lst.hankle!! burt crucial
financial transfers. While by one - the new land for — e rav-

purchase transactions may world's largest crypto, it could trigger a ulullr.lnary The RBI's vigilance has shiel-

be routed through official  erypto holdersis  waveofcapitalflightIndian  ded the economy from multiple global
banking channels with  hardlv 3 model of  Investors might be drawn shocks, including the 2008 financial cri-
KYC, e " N 0 into this environment, sis and, more recently, the Silicon Valley
assets once inside a digital B Bank collapse and the crypto crashes of
wallet is an entirely differ- — ————————  stable market. The reality is FTXand Terra-Luna.

ent story. Can anyone say with

often different. Every major

Acountry drowning in debt, rocked by

Salesforce says itwon't hive any sof struc ing? Theanswer is clear: cemmtythatnolmlvldualhasmeed.ed cryptocrash has left ordinary investoms in afinancial crisis almost every decade, and
BRYANT year thanks to pmdum\dlya:lvam:m From Al tools; Nvidia economic instability. India’ | financial ruin, y'shiggest now led by one of the world’s largest
will soon require all its softwar touseAl agents, Theironyofcryptoisthatwhileitspro-  eme limit using crypto? Fenfoeesmant p Indiashould  crypto holders is hardly amodel of finan-
Bloomberg while more than ane quannrufnewcode at Alphabet's ponents champion decentralisation and agench to track illicit funds in ors tobe cial prudence. IFanything, Trump's actions
Google is now generated by AL financial freedom, the reality is often the conventional banking systems, tracing anotherspeculative storm. should serve as a cautionary tale of why
In banldnﬁ Al can draft almost all Dfan]m prmfectusln minutes, according to opposite. Investors blindly follow the dec ryp fions is like India has built a strong digital finance regulatory “Etuminda NEEIOUS.
Gi roupchief that might social media ement of self i i - nmnymmudthummlylm;m!pcmlatlw Let the White House crypto party go
Last month, DBS styled crypto influencers, pili that the haystack keeps moving. ayments onWh a'scrypto
Group. Holdl.ng! said it would cut around 4,000 contract and hempomq' staffin the risk assms without understanding the The push for global cryp ionis Inrnrrarn Aadhaar-enabled payments, czar, David Sacks, will hear Trump's
next three years as Al takes over their roles. CONBRUEnCes, Il hlstuly has taught us not just about finance but o andth Thi ning- famous "You're fired!” — right after
It makes sense tohave a back-up plan. The first step is to with anything, political influence. The LIS has along hist- fi Trump books his profits.
Altoolsand becmncexpmt at using them, Doing so will also give you abetteridea of
thon that youwon't
the ﬁmm IaJdoﬁ' Huwvﬂrmwun’tallnuccecdlnbe:umi Al managers — so
E“ dl im case you d nmsgmmrlmaat THE EDITOR
'lhoseymtu join mnwurlcfon:e — or counselling their children — face difficult [ . . .
choices. Nvidiaboss Jensen Huang last year sounded less convinced about the merits Delimitation dilemma would increase, thus skewing the ratio Expandmg storage systems play a vital roke for
of learning to code because soon everyone will be able to programme using natural aof parliamentary seats in the latter's ene storage the grid integration of renewables.
Eumevm I tend to agreewith Microsoft founder Bill Gates that learning the Apropos of “The narth-south chasm® favaur, This could be regarded as a gy g The recent commissioning of 178

langu
basics Is still important).

Y

Al di

entrepr thatisn't

ruption. In. mherwnlds,it’s agood moment to perfect that side hustle While | strug-

gle toimagine doing anything other than journalism, I'm half-convinced I'd make a

decent landscape gardener or barber, or failing that a cat café or cheese-shop owner

{I'm only half-kidding).
L

won'tsteal your job. But

having aback-up plan can at least help keep the FOBO at bay.

[FE, March 7), southern states are nat
wery happy with the delimitation as
propased by the Bharatiya lanata
Party-led government at the Centre.
Unicn home minister Amit Shah has
assured Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin that the number of seatsin the
region would not be reduced, but it is
more than likely that seats in the north

punishment for daing well on the
population front. In almaost all
parameters, the south is doing better
than the north. Allawing mare
representation from the north goes
against the principles of natural
Justice. India has many problems, we
could dowithout cne more.
—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

Apropos of "Battery storage is here®
(FE, March 7), India has been making
rapid strides in the renewable energy
(RE) sector to reach the target of 500
gigawatt (Gw) by 2030, of which solar
power generation forms & major part.
The more RE we produce, the more is
the need ta store the enargy to meet
demand as and when it arises. Energy

megawatt-hour of battery storage is
not encugh against the set target.
China's energy storage sector is
already witnessing consistent grawth,
with total installed capacity crossing
73 Gw. India must pick up the pace.
—RV Baskaran, Chennai
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India needs to expand its trading base
to overcome global headwinds

ebruary's sharp rise in the monthly servie-

es Purchasing Managers® Index (PMI), to

59, has provided a welcome relief to inves-
tors and policymakers, following the rise in GDP
growth mumbers, released by the National Statis-
tical Office (NS0) for the December quarter of the
current fiscal (Q3FY25). The strong rebound in
the services PMI, up from 56.5 in January, which
marked a 25-month low, helped offset the decline
in the manufacturing PMI, which fell to a 14-
muonth low of 56.3 in February. A PMI reading
above 50 signals expansion, while anything be-
low this indicates contraction. The PMI survey,
conducted every month by S&P Global across ov-
er 40 countrie a key indicator of economic
momentum. The fact that manufacturing and
services — sectors that have accounted for about
80% of India's GDP since 2010 — remain in expan-
sion mode is positive. This resilience persists des-
pite capital outflows from Indian markets, sug.
gesting  that  the country's  ecomomic
fundamentals remain strong. A more telling indi-
cator of long-term economic strength is the quar-
terly earnings of the Sensex, India’s benchmark
index comprising 30 of the most valued and ac-
tively traded companies on the Bombay Stock Ex-
change (BSE). The Q3FY25 results point to solid
met profit growth for mearly all firms.

However, looming economic risks remain. The
threat of reciprocal tariffs announced by United
States President Donald Trump, and set to take
effect on April 2, poses a challenge for the manu-
facturing sector. Meanwhile, the services sector
is facing a different disruption: the rapid pivot o
artificial intelligence (Al-driven solutions. While
the NSO reported 6.2% real GDP growth for
Q3FY25, top executives from India’s leading 1T
firms have, at an industry event in Mumbai, cau-
tioned that growth in the sector could be as low
as 5.1% in FY25, up from 3.8% in FY24. Although
this may seem concerning for an industry that
has enjoyed a 16% compounded annual growth
rate for nearly 25 years, it still represents an in-
crease of $29 billion, bringing the sector's expect-
ed value to 5283 billion in FY25. In its 2025 Stra-
tegic Review report, NASSCOM has identified
geopolitical upheavals and rising tariffs as key
challenges. But business leaders at the event at-
tributed much of the slowdown to the disruptive
impact of Al, which is reducing earnings from
new contracts and reshaping hiring and training
practices. India's services and manufacturing
sectors face 4 triple challenge: rapid technologi-
cal transformation, increasing global protection:
ism, and the polEntiaJ for a U5, recession. This
could have significant repercussions for India, gi-
ven that the 1.5, remains its largest trading partn-
er. To navigate these headwinds, India must ur-
gently diversify its trading base.

Impact of natural disasters, which are
not very predictable, can be controlled

arlier this week, Indian Army and Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police teams rescued 23
workers who were stuck in a rubble of
snow and ice, following an avalanche at Mana vil-
lage, Uttarakhand. Eight workers died in the dis-
aster, which occurred at a Border Roads Organi-
sation construction site that had housed 54
labourers in eight containers. To say that the res-
cue operation was arduous would be an under-
statement. The rescue teams worked in a near-
continuous G0-hour shift amidst heavy snowfall
at an elevation of 10,500 feet above mean sea le-
wel. With the roads blocked by the snow, helicop-
ters were used to evacuate those rescued o the
Joshimath Army Hospital — five helicopters from
the Indian Army, two from the Indian Air Force
and one civilian copter. Along with the sheer
physical effort expended in the extraction, the
rescue operation employed a drone-based detec:
tion system o detect the containers that were bu-
ried under several feet of snow, ice and rock.
Avalanches in the Himalayan States, like the
one in Mana, which is among the last outposts in
Indian territory and close to the border with Chi-
na, are not uncommaon. Villagers here have his-
torically been “winter-migrants', which means
that during the winter months the village is de-
serted. Coinciding with the ritual closing of the
Badrinath temple in November, there is migra-
tion to villages lower down, such as Gopeshwar
and Jyotirmath, for the winter, with residents re-
turning only when the temple reopens in April or
May. This is part of traditional wisdom and has a
1ot to do with the historical experience of the up-
per Himalayan stretches being prone to disasters,
While these practices may have saved the resi-
dent villagers, it still raises the guestion as to
whether the workers — several of them migrants
— were adequately aware of the risks of their en-
terprise. Given the strategic location of the village
and the need to develop improved roads for civi-
lian and military access, there will always be a
sizeable number of people engaged in activity in
regions that are inherently inhospitable and risk-
prone. Once disaster strikes, efforts focus on the
rescue operation, and once they conchide, there
is little reflection on whether preventive mea-
sures could have been taken. Avalanches cannot
be predicted with precision, but steps can be ta-
ken to design containers that are safer to live in
and can improve the odds of survival, There is
much to learn from the way bomb shelters are
imagined or how research stations at Antarctica
are designed. All of this requires a greater sensi-
tivity to workers who toil amidst hazards and not
merely label these tragedies as inevitable conse-
quences of natural disasters.
%

On International Women's Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Inclusion in public spaces

that demands urgent and deliberate

change. India was ranked 128 among 177
countries rated in Women, Peace and Security
Index 2023. While deeply entrenched patriarchal
norms that lead to violence cannot be dismantled
overnight, meaningful progress can be made by
challenging the everyday barriers that women
face. On International Women's Day today, it is
crucial to reflect on a fundamental but an
often-ignored issue — the accessibility of public
spaces for women.

While the topic is desply studied and
researched in the academic world, very little has
changed practically. For instance, how many
women do we see on roads when compared to
men at any given point of time? Which are the
spaces where they are more visible? And which
are the areas which they completely avoid? How
freely can women walk on the streets? Or do
women consciously regulate their body linguage
tocomform to the male gaze?

ndia is often considered to be one of the
l maost unsafe countries for women, a reality

Gendered spatial control

It is important to understand them because
public spaces serve as arenas whene
socio-economic life thrives and evolves through
mutwl interactions and collective experiences,
shaping community identities and social
dynamics. It is where people cultivate political
identities, build livelihoods, and actively engage
in community life. By enthusiastically
participating in the everyday nuances of public
spaces, individuals get more integrated into
societal processes, Moreover, a key indicator of a
place’s safety is the presence of women freely
choasing to relax and enjoy themselves there.

What impacts women's mobilities? Studies
indicate that public spaces are both gendered and
palitical where a majority of women are mostly
confined to the private and domestic sphere. This
gendered spatial control takes place in many
ways. According to Natbonal Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4) data (2015-16), 54% of Indian
women had the freedom to visit markets alone,
while 50% could access health-care facilities
independently, and 48% were permitted to travel
outside their village or community
unaccompanied.

Also, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
for 202324 indicates that the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) for women is 35.6%.
Even though it has risen significantly over the
years, unfortunately, this highlights that more

is & research sehalar
at BITS Pilani,
Rajasthan

Public spaces,
which are
arenas where
soclo-economic
life thrives,
need to be
reshaped where
women feel
safie and
welcome

than half the female population remains outside
the workforce. Therefore, while a majority of
women are confined to private spaces, there is a
rising number of women whao are using public

spaces.

However, for working women, public spaces
primarily serve as transitional zones, facilitating
their commute between home and workplace.
These spaces are rarely utilised for leisure or
recreation. Consequently, women'’s engagement
with public spaces is purpose-driven a
time-bound, reinforcing spatial restrictions that
limit their presence to functional necessities
rather than unrestricted social participation.

A space is truly safe and indusive when
‘women can navigate it freely and without
hesitation. As argued in "‘Why Loiter?" (Phadke,
Ranade, Khan, 2011), reclaiming
public spaces is not just about
necessity but also about leisure and
uninhibited presence. When women
can move without a purpose,
without urgency, without having to
conform to the male gaze, they
assert their right to belong,
transforming public spaces into
shared, equitable emvironments. Simply put,
women should be able to just exist in public
spaces.

The issue of safety

During such instances, the issue of women's
safety becomes a pressing concern. However, it is
crucial to acknowledge that violence against
women is not confined to public spaces as many
face threats even within their homes which is
considered to be a comparatively safer space. In
open spaces, the risk of gendered violence from
multiple strangers is high. This has reinforced the
belief that women need protection, ultimately
restricting their autonomy. As a result, women
are largely found in curated spaces such as malls,
theatres, and cafes, where the likelihood of
wiolence is perceived to be lower. But what about
women on footpaths, bus stations, or narrow
streets — just a group of girls sitting around and
having fun?

Street amusement where women are the
participants is not a normal sight. Everyday
public spaces — those that men navigate freely —
contimie to be umwelcoming to women. The fact
that women cannot simply exist in these spaces
without discomfort or fear raises a critical
question. What is fundamentally flawed in the
desipn of public spaces that prevents women
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— from fear to freedom

from fully claiming and navigating them as their
own? It is here that the community and the
povernment can be great enablers. As a society,
we must acknowledge and accept the fact that
public spaces offer a sense of freedom. Yet, this
very freedom often translates to a loss of control
for families over women’s mohility. Risk is
imevitahle but avoiding public spaces is not the
solution. Men are subjected to street violence as
well, even though their nature of vulnerability is
different from that of women. Women need to
reclaim these spaces with the same ease as men,
fostering awtonomy rather than restriction. For
this, women should have more comversations
about this problem, take out time to go around
and *hang out’ and have fun in public spaces.
Mormalising a woman’s use of public space for
leisure can contribute to this shift.

Policy level changes

At the palicy level, the government
can drive change by reimagining
public space planning and design.
This includes improving street
lighting, ensuring safe and
accessible public toilets, installing
street furniture such as benches, and creating
more recreational spaces tailored for women.
Another critical area requiring government
intervention is strengthening public safety
through stringent laws and their effective
enforcement to address crimes against women in
public spaces. How many men are actually
punished for gender-based violence in public
spaces? How many secure bail, only to repeat
their crimes? The low conviction rate remains a
glaring issue that must be addressed. Even today,
women are often blamed for being in the " wrong
place at the wrong time”, shifting the focus from
the perpetrator to the victim. Society places the
burden of safety on women while simultaneously
excusing or downplaying the actions of offenders.
This not only fosters a culture of impunity but
also reinforces a gendered fear that serves asa
tool for patriarchal control.

3o, by consciously reshaping public spaces, we
can create environments where women feel safe
and truly welcome. While centuries of patriarchy
cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful
change begins with small, everyday actions. From
the built environment of public space to societal
attitudes, every shift, no matter how gradual,
brings us closer to an inclusive society where
women can navigate and own public spaces
freely, without fear or restriction.

An equitable future for women in science, in India

omen in science navigate a minefield

of challenges that often start early.

Educational barriers, such as limited
access to quality schools and gendered societal
norms, can discourage girls from pursuing
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM}. For those whao persist and
are fortunate to get past these early hurdles,
cultural expectations frequently demand that
they prioritise farnily over careers, severely
jeopardising professional growth. Gender
sterentypes further restrict opportunities,
affecting hiring, promotions and funding.
Harassment and discrimination in academic
settings add another dimension of hostility that
push many women out of the field.

A study of STEM scientists

Glohally, as well as in India, we see similar
patterns. A study of STEM scientists across 38
countries reveals higher attrition rates for
women, driven by non-dnclusive workplaces,
work-life balance struggles, and limited access to
high-impact research.

These barriers slow career progression and
reduce access to senior roles and professional
networks, increasing dropout rates. The
postdoc-to-faculty transition is especially
challenging for women, with familial
responsibilities, low confidence, and a lack of
female role models cited as key factors, as
highlighted by research from the National
Institutes of Health.

These barriers compel us to consider why it is
vital to prioritise the retention of women in
science. Diverse teams drive creativity and
i ion, leading to breakthroughs by
integrating multiple perspectives. More women in
science also results in role models for future
generations, inspiring girls to pursue STEM.
Promoting equity ensures that women can
contribute fully to scientific progress, enriching
society with a more inchusive workforce.

This conversation has progressed little over the
centuries. The "Matilda Effect” — named :
19th-century feminist Matilda Joslyn Gage —
descnhes the tendency to downplay or

women’s scientific contribati

favour of their male colleagues, l'ugl'LIghtlng th.e
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historic struggle for proper recognition of
women's innovations. Nearly 200 years later,
gender inequity in STEM persists. Jacob Clark
Blickenstaft's “leaky pipeline™ metaphor
describes women dropping out of STEM due to
bissed pedagogy, a lack of role models, and
hostile workplaces. Critiqued as somewhat
simplistic, this model does not consider systemic
power dynamics. A more recent “Chutes and
Ladders” model focuses on broader structural
and environmental barriers, highlighting how
mentorship, access to hidden knowledge, and
career distuptions disproportionately hinder
women, minorities, and marginalised groups,
emphasising the need to address inequities
within academic systems.

A survey across India

Examining these concepts is particularly valuable
in the context of India, where
conservative attitudes abound. In an
extensive survey across 98
institutions across India conducted
in 2020, the proportion of
women faculty members across all
the fields was a mere 17%, ranging
from 23% in biology to 8% in
engineering. The proportion was
even lower within higher-ranked institutions,

with dwindling ratios within senior career faculty.

The data showed that women scientists were
wvastly under-represented at conferences and
often overlooked in career-enhancing activities.

Addressing these challenges demands a
reimagined approach that embraces diverse
career paths and involves pollqﬂ'nakm
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recognition of both trivmphs and obstacles is
crucial. Showcasing successful women in science
challenges sterectypes, inspires the next
generation, and reinforces the need for greater
visibility and representation. At the same time,
calling out sethacks, as exemplified by
BizsWatchindia, can drive incremental progress
by exposing gender inequities in academnia.
Finally, a nuanced approach across career stages
is crucial, eliminating age restrictions on grants,
fostering mentorship networks, supporting
career re-entry after a break for family or
personal reasons, and amplifying senior women’s
voices in leadership and decision-making.

Interventions

The Indian government has taken significant
steps to advance gender equity in science and
technology. The Department of Science and
Technology (DST) launched the
Gender Advancement for
Transforming Institutions (GATT)
pilot in 2020 to foster an inchisive
environment for women and
gender-diverse individuals in STEM,
supporting participation-boosting
initiatives such as the Women in
Science and Engineering-Knowledge
Imvolvement in Research Advancement through
Nurturing, or WISE-KIRAN, and the Women
Scientists Scheme (WO0S) programmes.
Noteworthy efforts include the Department of
EBiotechnology’s Biotechnology Career
Advancement and Re-orientation (BioCARe)
programme, which supports women scientists
letummg to research after career breaks.

institutions, and the scientific c
fostering inclusivity, particularly for
underrepresented and economically
disadvantaged women. Approaches vary based
on the timing of intervention. Early intervention,
engaging parents, educators, and the broader
social emvironment, is key to lasting impact.

We propose three key recommendations to
improve the retention of women in STEM at the
early- and mid-career levels. First, institutional
changes such as flexible work options, affordable
childeare, and policies supporting work-family
integration are essential. Second, public

syl

Ad lly, the Indian Council of Medical
Research heads several | 15
promoting wormen's health and training for
wiomen scientists, While these initiatives reflect
progress, they must scale into broader reforms to
ensure that women scientists are recognised,
empowered, and valued.

As India continues to push the boundaries of
scientific and technological advancement, the full
inclusion of women in this journey is not only a
matter of faimess but also an example of true
progress that can set a powerful example for the
wiorld to emulate.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump and MAGA
U.5. President Donald

with China and Europe are
some of the policies which

Americans voted for him
and not Mr. Musk,

need to soften. Though his
attempts to end wars are

understand the implications
of forcing students in South

be an Indian language
should be scrapped. The

Trump fallows an are unwarranted and T. Anand Raj, laudable, his offensive India to study three BJP State unit should
unarthodox way of unworkabla. There appears Chennai actions will hurt Amearican languages under the convince its central
administration. Many of his to be brewing discontent interests. Mational Education Policy. leadership on the need to
policies are totally amang the very American Mr. Trump's imposition of Rajarae Kumar, States should be given understand the feelings of
impractical. He cannat people whom he says are to | tariffs followed by quick Bengaluru mare freedom in people of Tamil Nadu,
alienate the enfire world benefit from his policies. Mr. | deferment shows a formulating higher P: Radhakrishnan,

and run America. His Trump should not be hesitancy as well an Three languages education policies. Even if Caimbatore

tantrums against Canada, swayed by the advice of attempt to shake up the Language is always an three languages are to be Letters ernailed o

proposed annexation of Elon Musk. Mr. Trump system, His MAGA frenzy emotive issue and the studied, the condition that lettersf thehindu.co.in
Greenland, and tariff war should remember that the and vindictive attitudes Union government should the third language should mugt carry the pestal address.
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Makingroads safer

Holding engineers accountable awelcome move

Gadkari, who has been serving as the

Union Minister of Road Transport and

Highways since 2014, has finally hit the nail

onthe head. He has blamed defective road

design and faulty DPRs (detailed project

reports) prepared by engineers and consultants for the

everinereasing road aceidents and fatalities in the coun-

try. India has the second largest road network (after the

US)in the world, but it continues to have the dublous

distinction of recording the highest number of road

mishap deaths globally year after year; the national toll

was around 1.8 lakh in 2023 — a staggering average of
500 lives snuffed out every day.

Despite being a major cause of accidents, flawed
road design rarely gets due attention of paicymakers
and other stakeholders. The general tendency is to
Idame reckless driving and poar law enforcement for
mishaps. This virtually absolves the people invalved in
the planning and execution of read projects. It's not
uncommon to see even newly bult roads develop
cracks. Unfortunate motorists suffer due to the lapses
made by engineers and other officials. Shoddy mainte-
nance of roads only worsens the situation.

It is hoped that Gadkari's tough talk will bring about
a transformation on the ground. His observation that
“even small things"like road signages and marking sys-
tems are very poor in India is ironically a reflection on
‘his own long tenure. There is mdml:lt that accountabil-
itymust be fixed for negli (= lives, but
at the same time, Central and state governments should
also be answerable to the publie for any laxity on their
paﬂ. Last month, ministers from 100 countries met in

and endorsed a decl: that calls on gov-
ermmentsto make road safety apolitical priority. Howey-
er. this issueof public interest is usually conspicuous by
itsabsence from theagendas of political parties in India.
The Punjab government's Sadak Surakhya Force isa
rare initiative o make highways safer. Mare such sus-
tainable solutions are needed to tum the tide,

Boosting R&D
Will the private sector deliver?

HE Modi government's Rs 1 Lakh erore furd
Proposed to boost private sector research and
development (R&D) i a bold step towands
addressing the country’s chronic und erinvest-
ment in i d as kowsinterest
long-term loans, this initiative signals a crucial shiftin the
ooumiry’ hi o selentifie ady — one that
places the private sector at the forefront of the nation’s

Trump-Putin-Modi summit is doable

Can the PM, whose foreign policy dexterity must be applauded, take a leaf out of Virat's book?

HE blow-up between

Donald Trump amd

Volodymyr  Zelen-

skky a week ago i

already athing ofthe
past. The world changed that
Owval Office moming and the
warld saw the raw exereise of
power If Burope — and the
Ukrainians — fulminated about
the lack of grace and courtesy
in the exercise of thal power,
perhaps they're rght. But they
also know that it's not easy to
make omelettes if you can’t
break o few eggs.

What is amusing is that the
Europeans and Britain are this
shocked. The British and the
French, both Security Counc
permanent veto powers — as
well as all those other nations on
the Continent trying desperately
o assert themselves on the
world stage — have kowtowed to
the Amencans at least since the
end of the Second World War, rid-
ing piggyvback on the strengthof
the American dollar,

Europe’s worst-kept secret is
the barely hidden contempt the
Europeans have for the ugly
American - excepl they want
their money. The most over
priced baguettes the other sideof
Suez are manufactured by
Parisiansin the summer —when
Paris empties itself in anticipa-
tion of the hordes of American
tourists descencling upon the

Trump has

“egalite” and “liberte” and even
“fratemite” — although you
should, dear Reader, check out
France's not-long-ago record in
North Africa, especially Algeria,
where even the White French
were  dismissively known as
“pied nokr” or “Hack feet,”
because they weren't white
enough for Mainlnd French —
is all so soul-stimring and uplift-
ing because at the end of the day
they know that the hill will be
picked up by the Americins
across the pond

Well, Trump & Vance just
announced that the time for all
this “tenpuere-setting” is over, Or,
you can continiie bo set your ban-
prira, but not on our time or our
cheque book ., So Ulcraine is wel-
cometo fight till the last Ukrain-
ian, but not on American money,
At least Afghanistan taught the
US & Europe one thing — fight-
ing someone else’s war doesn't

French capital, all looki ane
orancther version of A Moveable
Fest a ln Hemingway.

‘The thing about Trump & Co
— JD Vance, Elon Musk and the
lot — is that they have no time
for what wellknown journalist
Shekhar Gupta calls “fanpuna-
setting.” Meaning, all the frills
and the fuss that Bumope ovesso
much, couched in words like

‘mean your dhould die forit.
Ferhaps that's why they loos.
ened thelr purse strings, to
assuage their guilt.

Trump calld out Europe's
hypocrisy that morning in the
Oval Office. For three years,
Europe and Canada have been
encoumging Zelenskyy to fight
Viadimir Putin. except, unlike in
Afghanistan, they have not been

that e 1 X1 Jin ping.. not Putin. aren

IfModi plays this well,
he can leverage Indias
standing both in the
West and in the East.

willing to put their body bags
‘where their mouths are.

It's taken less than a week for
the workd to fall in line. Not just
Zelenskyy, everyone else is also
preparing for a Trump-led brave
new world, because they know
they have no other choice,

Ondy the Chinese ane standing
ug for now, You know what that
means, That Trump has recog-
nised thathis real antagonist is Xi
Jinping, not Putin. That the Chi-
nese, no one else, have the
strength and the wherewithal o
take on the Americans. Perhops

that's why Thump wants to
embrace the Russian bear — he
wanis towean him away from the
dragon-lke dasp of the Chinese
leader It's incredible that Trump
has realised this basic truth so
aquickly, butthat it ehuded the rest
of Washington DC for years.

‘What. then, must one make of
Indian foreign policy in theAge of
Trump? Clearhy, the Modi govern-
ment did well by going to meet
Trump early, even though this
happened around the same time
Indians were being deported by
the US President in handcufls
and chains. So Modi swallowed
the hitter pill quickly because he
knew he had 1o — quickly get out
infront, meet the American Pres-
ident and sy your pleos,

Modi's presence in DC was
also a reminder of his old slogan,
“Ab ki baar, Trump Sarkar”, the
stark opposite of Zelenskyy's
support for Biden.

Exiernal Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar is smartly tying up
the rest. That's why he
announced that India will not be:

Trump had wanted that to hap-
pen in his first administration

In short, try and please Trump,
or at the very least pacify him,
show him you mean no harm.
You know be's unpredictable -
he has just reversed the taniffshe
had set for Mextico and Canada —
soget on his right side. Don't pre-
tend you're nonaligned, because
you're not, nor publidy blather
about your fiendship as is the
usual won't of insecure allies,

As for the upcoming US-Russia
entente, India hasjust been thrown
aroll of dice and come up trumps.
1Mo plays this well, he canlever-
age India's standing both in the
Weest and in the East. A Thump-
Putin-Maodi summit is no Ir!w
out of the relm of 3

It follows that the Modi nmm
ment should pick up some tips
about the exerdse of power
making friends with your ene
mies is far more important than
with your friends, for example, If
Modi wants India to become a
regional power, he cannot allow
the old prejudices about Pak-
istan o come in the way. This is
far more important than the
desire for people-to-pecple con-
tact — although it wou ld be won-
derful to have friends from Pak-
istan wvisit for lifechanging
events like celebrations and mar-
riages in Delhi — and amountsto
o fundamental strategic shift in
PM Modi's workd-view.

India can never be strong ifit is
faced by a China-Pakistan ads
on either sikde. Why not drive a
widge bt ween the two by mak-
ing friends with your weaker,
western neighbour, one with
whom vou also have so much
maore incommon? Instead, India
has restorecd the relationship
with China and continues to
blacklist Pakistan,

Virat Kohli, sbout whom the
PM admimbly tweets and often,
showed the way some days ago
‘when he bent over totie the shoe-

ibatsman he

in favour of a de-doll

move, although that is exactly
what India hod signed up for at
the China-led BRICS summit in
Ruissia's Kizan; before the Bud-

Laces of the Palk

was playing against — a calm
confidence about himself, his
game and his place in the world.
Can the PM, u‘l‘mrfmﬂdnpﬂl

get, tariffs for luxury mol
des were brought down, beciu 5|.>

iy d L
take o leaf out of Virat's book?

research ecosystem. India has long lagged behind global
leaders in RED investment, with expenditure stuck at
dismal 065 per cent of the GDP Incontrast, the US and Chi-
naallocate over 2 per cent of the GDEwith their private sec-
tors contribiting a staggering 75 per aent of the total R&D
spending In India, however, prvate sector investment has
hovered around 30:36 per cent, reflecting a deep-seated
refuctance among industries to priovitize fundamental
research over short-term profits. The new scheme seeksto
reverse this trend by making funding accessible to compa-
niegwith commencially viable research proposals, a model
alnnum pmhmmhnlm.l incentive scheme for R&ED.
h dhan National Re

Rvu.ndnl.m isexpected to play a pivotal role in administer-
ing these funds. Unlike traditional grant-based schemes,
thisiniti 565 applied research with dear com-
mercial potential This focus on tangible outcomes may
ensure that the investment translates into new products,
patents and ecanomic growth. However, its success hinges
on robust implementation, transparent selection criteria
and the ability to attract industry partidpation beyond a
few dominant sectors Bke pharmaceuticals and defence.

Wh]hellmrrmlspmmp. the government mus!slsn

demia-industry collaborati st

bureaucratic hurdles and create incentives for long-term
irmovation rthier than shortGerm gains, The growing num-
lber of paterits fiked by Indians underscoes potential forinno-
vation, giving power to the government’s ambitious plan.
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The secret of politics? Make a good treaty with Russia. —ouo von Bismarck

Girlswith theguts
tospeakup

Usua Banoe

glanced at her cherubic face — pink cheeks and a creamy

complexion. Manbhari seemed a befitting name for the

lovely girl. I smiked. Her eves sparkled momentarily and
clouded just as suddenly and her expression changed to an
unsmiling emoji with downturned lips.

Manbhari was cur new household help, hired thanks to the
entreaties of her mother who assumed that dty life would
drum some sense into the adamant and querulous grl
“Nobody willl marry her” she added However 1 found
Manbhari a docile and willing workes She was an eager leam-
er and tutoring her was a pleasure

As Manbhari settled in our household, she opened up. From
the snippets she shared occasionally, we could figure out her
family's attitude and perception and reconstruct the story of
her rebelliousness. Her family back in the village was frustrat-
ed with the birth of five daughters. “When [ was born, they
called me Manbhari because they were fed up.” It must be
painful for the child to fight the negativity her name exuched,
to combat the daily mocking of her schoolmates rhyming
Manbhari with Rasbhari (raspberry).

“Ldon i Didi ji." she confided in me. “Tt sounds
like eatables: Rasbhari, Jharberi or Imarti™ — a la Margaret
Atwood’s The Edible Woman. She yearned for a moniker like
Pocja, her favourite teacher. I was amazing to have a glimpse
of a rural wordd where girls were keen to assert their identity.

IT has now been officially announced that it'sat the i i the
Secretary of State in Council that the Viceroy is going home on leave
mﬂﬂﬂlﬁsﬁn&rrynﬂsfmhnhwm:\pﬂ 100 An attempt
has been made in the Legislative Assembly to find out the e
m:uleo(ﬂsem]}ecsuﬂmuhh:l‘v o b discussed between the
Vio L butith fironly succeeded inelic-
iting from the H Member th | and by no mears inform-
ing statement that “the more outstanding matiers regarding the
affairs of India would undoubtedly be induded among the subjeds
of dEscussion.” Ikm:ﬂm‘.cvm.drrit&ntlh.mtufﬂt
Mmu&n\nnmpmledmulwhmwuwwd i

1 i's story > me back to the days of my
research on gender issues in Maharashira's rural Satar, where
T carme across several girds named Nokeshi. In Marathi, Nokoshi
means ‘unwaniec.' The story is almost identical —when daugh-
ter after daughter is born, the lust one becomes unwanted.

Finding sympathetic listeners in us, the girls voiced their
resentment. “Why don’t they call the sons "Nakosha'? they
argued. One Nakoshi remini soed how a teacher convinced her
mother tochange ber name Lo Laxmi. Interestingly, these gids
hi\:lmhl:nsl’ﬂl list of beautiful modern names they aspired

itwas
attempt o

jects but leftit o the e B they
oneof theimpr g matiers. This delik
kepmmﬁunhlmﬂmmmluuhmnmm
i e s s .
Ttﬂpmmmdqn\!llﬁlegnlsumdmepmrhmwd
CXpEOSSINg § tobedis-
cussexd at the conference, I this, howeves, was the obijesct of the gov-
emment, that obgect i defeated. The Mudd Com-
mittee’s report isabout tobe published, and it is nconcebvable that
the House will not be afforded an opportunities of discussing it this
manth. On someofthe dther matters, such as the Bengal Ordinance,
thy opimion, while it will have an
opportunity diring the next thee wirks of discussing the rest

Deepa, Juhi, Privaand the [ike. Ma)be my
husband muld undc'rﬁand and change my name,” quipped
another Nakoshi, while others giggled.

Year after year, as we celebrte International Women's Day,
honouring urban women, conferring awards on them for their
achievemenits and patting our backs for empowering them, let
s be awareofthe stru gghes of lk in the hinterkand wh
are still burlened with societal insensitivity and expectations,
How can a woman, struggling with her callously chosen name
that remains etched in her psyche, ever be empowered?

Yet there is a bright side to the stark picture. Girls like
Manbhari and Nakoshi are musterding courage to speak up, to
make their voices heard. “A woman with a voice is, by defini-
thon, a strong woman,” Melinda Gates has rightly said.

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Transactional Trump

Apropos of “Tariff tangle”; Trump has made
it dear that hewill treat friendsand foes alike
when it comes o ucklln:. American trade
defict ms. As Trump is
aware of the global supply chains and how
these can benefit American businesses. The
US President’s reciprocal tarifl policy is not
in our fivour India must reduce some of its
own tariffsand prioritise US exports. The tra-
Jectory of India-US ties will be determined
largely by Delhi's response to Trump's tarifl
action The US has a huge globaltrde deficit

and order gituation has to be improved in
order to curb drug trafficking.
KARNAIL SINGH, KHARAR

Retrograde delimitation step

With reference to “TN all-party meet secks
delimitation on basis of 1971 Census for next
30years’; the very notion of 1071 as the bench-
mark year for any future delimitation is retro-
grade and defies logic and ground reality.
Regional party politics should not be allowed
tothwart course correction meant to undo the
current ulmngr]mpnmympnw’mml e

in goods, and Trump believes imp tar-
iffs can enhance domestic manufacturing.
Before Trump's tanifl war escalates, India
must propose a comprehensive free trade
agreement with the US.

SKSINGH, BY MAIL

Sign FTA with US

Donald Thump's stand on tanffs has been quite
dear from the outset In a preemptive move,
i wried 1o recluce some duties in the 2025-26
Budget. Incia has offered tobuy moee US oll, gas
el military hardware, which e\t-nnnﬂ.\ mll

The arafty phea that pop
not be a basis for recaloulation of seats in leg-
islatures should be nipped in the bud and
discarded. Democracy is best served by con-
sensus mther than by majority:
LALIT BHARADWA J, PANCHKULA

Southem states anxious

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin con-
vened an all4 party rr“'llmt lod.\a'ussn'nuls
of parlia-
mentary constituencies. The demand for a 30-
yvear gatus quo, based on the 1971 Census,

hoostr e T-hn".lhm‘_ iy reflects over potential political mar-
t do hit Indli 1 Inkn  ginalisats “nhmuummw fearing a
tho before the tanfE ke effectinjust ¢ reduced pi o in Paria-

tirme? Incha shoudd ot wiste time in signing o free
tracbe agreement (FTA) with the US. It would be
aclvisabile to sksh Ianﬂ'shlyihﬂt @ pt:ruﬂland

ment, it is essential to address their concerns
regarding the fairness of the process and its
impact on regional autonomy: It is crudal to

aso seek reciprocal s,
mmmmmhmmmns
affected by Thump's tariffs, such as Canada, The
Latter will have o kot of spare ol and other cam-
modigies if it does not sell them tothe US.

PL SINGH, BY MAIL

Seek help to fight drug menace

The Aam Aadmi Party came to power on
the basis of promizes such as eradication of
the drug menace. Three years have gone
by. but the scourge has grown instead of
receding. The state is on the verge of ruin.
Many families have been lefl devastated.
Anxious parents want their wards to settle
abroad to keep them away from drugs. The
deep-rooted problem cannot be controlled
without the involvement of the Central
Government. Local agencies like panchay-
ats and NGOs must be roped in. The law

hat the delimitation process is not used

as ool for political domination. The Centne

should take proactive steps o engage all stake-

holders, inchuding state govermnments, through
alkparty consultations to build consensus,

VANDANA, CHANDIGARH

PoK issue needs deft handling
Apropos of “Kesolution possible if Pak neturns
PoK: EAM'; the answer to J&K CM Omar
Abdullah’s question — “Who is stopping
you {India) from getting back PoK? — is
that Delhi does not want a Gaza-like situa-
tion. Our wait for over 70 long years is bear-
ing fruit. We have done well to keep the PoK
issue a bilateral matter. Pakistan has been
trying in vain to make it an international
issue. Let us show patience as sensitive
issues need delicate handling.

DV SHARMA, MUKERIAN

Leqiers o the Edior, typedin doubl e space, should not exceed the 200-wond lmil.
T ™
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Managing the
language wars

The political class must negotiate the language
fault line by recognising its fraught history
and respecting constitutional guardrails

he row over RSS ideologue Suresh “Bhaiyyaji”

Joshi's remarks on the place of Marathi in

Mumbai puts the spotlight on the language

debate that hasroiled the nation since
Independence, It al laps with many ongoing
controversies such as the one over the three-language
formukaand flags the question if a linguistic singularity
can beimposed on the nation and the metropolises
that drive its cconamy.

It is not surprising that Joshi's remarks — “Mumbai
doesn't have a single language" and that “if you are
residing in Mumbai. itis not necessary that you have
to learn Marathi” — touched a raw nervein
Maharashtra, which was formed in 1960 following an
agitation by the Maharashtra Sangharsh Samiti that
advocated the formation of a state of native Marathi
speakers residing in western and central India, A key
demand of the Samitl was that Mumbai, then Bombay,
shouild be the capital of this new state, Joshi hassince
clarified that his remarks were misunderstood, buta
point he reiterated even in his clarification — that
Mumbai “is a great example of coexistence that people
speaking so many different languages in India live
together” - Is pertinent. This state of coexdstence Is not
aglven, butone that is constantly negotiated by
speakers of the dominant native language and non-
native migrant residents. Competition for resources,
especially jobs, often upsets the delicate balance of
interests and populist pol weaponise |
to fuel resentment and polarise voters for electoral
gains. Most of India's large metros — Bengaluru,
Chennal, and Gurugram besides Mumbal — have
experienced suchdivisive politics in the form of street
mabilisations and privileging of the local language
overother tongues to legislative action for reserving
Jobs to native residents.

Language hasalways been a major fault line in our
polity, which has also shaped the contours of Indian
federalism, Borrowing the logic of the modern nation-
State, some have advocated a common nationalfoffical
language for the country. Others have argued for
treating all recognised languages as equalsand against
the imposition of any one language ns official o
national. This debate can be traced to the early days of
the national movemnent — the 1920 Nagpur Congress
Session passed a resolution in favourof provincial
Congress committees based on the linguistic principle,
Linguistic sub-nationallsm emerged in different parts
of India along with the rise of nationalist sentiment.
‘The Nagpur resolution foresaw this development and
recognised the need to forge a pact between the two.
However, the first States Reorganisation Committee
(SRC) wassetup only after public protests and led to
the reconfiguration of provinces in southern Indin in
1956, India’s Northeast also saw major language-
centric political movements, the Assam agitation being
the most notable and influential

This history needs to be kept in mind as the Centre
engages with state governments that refuse to yield any
inchon the language question. Aspiring fora mono-
lingual existence is a fraught idea that militates against
India’s political and constitutional history. A big
political challenge of our time is to balance linguistic
sub-nationalism with the unitarian demands of the
nation-State. Both can co-exist in o truly federal system:
The perfodic, and perhaps inevitable, rise In tenslons
needs 1o be negotiated ina spiritof give and take and
‘within the principles outlined in the Constitution.

The blueprint for
becoming a global
knowledge power

For Make in India to work,
marry it to Invent in India. To
that end, India should step up
its R&D spending by 1% of the
GDP over the next decade

ndin produces the highest number of
science, technology, engineering. and
mathematics (Stem) groduates in the
world, after China. Indeed, it 1s ursting
with tech talent, we is indicated by the
fact that three-quarters of the top 500
multinational corporation & in the world have
established development centres in India,
All that talent means India can do a lat
more to develop its own technological base,
aiming to be among the top three sqence and
technology (S&T) nations in the
waorld,

However, [t comes in currently at
Hih an the Glebal Inovation Indes,
while China is placed 1th. In 2022,
Indin spent 0.65% of its GDP on

Further advancement here will require it to
compete head-to-head with developed couns
Iries as well as other emenging econoimles,
R&D 18 needed for deep-tech startups to thelve
and for large Indian companies 1o take on
globind competition - (nshor. lor the sconamy
o grow 1o Indinn aspirations,

Second, as labour costs rise, even lo bour-ln-
tensive sectors need local innovation 1o raise
productivity, increase value addition and
exparts, and keep the Indian econoimy globally
differentiated. China and South Korea are two
prominent examples of countries that Invested
heavily in S&T even ot low per capita inoome

The key to ANRFs suceess willbe llultrilln!lugbmv effective research isdone and

Tevels and reaped phenor growth as a
result.

Apart from underfunding, Indian R&D is
still anchored toan old model where research
is mot only funded majorly by the government
and carried out chiclly under its auspices but

also focuses on a Few pl'lm’llést‘{lul‘s
such as defence and space. Globally,
since the latter half of the 20th cen-
tury, R&D investrents have shifted
from being primarily government
fundd 1o primarly privately fumsded,

dra Modi's visit to Washington in February
this year. when the two governments agreed so

et the US Nationa| Science Foundation (NSF)
'IU partner ANRF for research in critical and
emerging technologies,

The key 1o ANRF's success will be under-
standing how effective rescarch is done and
developing strong profect management cajpa-

lity.

ANRF can be ghven a structure analogous o
NSF or ihe US Defense Advanced Rescarch
Pl'u]t.LLlA.pllt)-’[Dﬁlll‘Al with efficlent pro-

research and development (HE&D), Ashish while research at higher edu cational
much lower than that of other Brics Dhawan institutions (HEIS) alse plays o key
(Brazil, Hussio, India, China and role, Productive R&D
South Africa) natlons (Brazil 1.15%, are chamcterised by Intense collabo-
Russin 0.04%. China 247%), let alone rative exchanges between govern:
ndhanced SRT powers like the US, ment, industry and acadernin.
Japan, lsewel and South Korea O can conceplually separate the
Inda i ot present a lower-middle Tundingand performance of rescarch,
Income country that has still some and there are massive advantages to
way to go before it reaches its pro- making universities and HEls key
ductivity frontier, Swagato  playersin the latter.
Is there a case to be made that it ?I bring in competition, inter-

should focus, for now, on the diffu-
slon of existing technologies that
make its labour-intensive industries
grow, and think later about enhancing R&D?
The answer is that India is a large country
with a diversified economy and needs io do
both at onee,

While the ceonomy cerntainly needs 1o grow
s lubour-Intensive sectons 1o pursue the Holy
Grall of generating jobs at scale, Indin cannot
ignare the fact that skill- and capitalintensive
arcas suich as pharmn, chemlcals, tuitomotive,
et currently domin strial sector,

Ganguly

disciplinarity, new thinking and
dlverse interests to the performance
of research, while churning out &
steady stream of students trained in research,
Stanford Undversity, for example, played a cen-
tral role in the early development of Silicon
Wilbey ane s stilla significant contr butor to
les success.

Fortunately, new inftlotives such as the
Anusandhan National Rescarch Foundation
(ANRF) promise o revarmp some of India’s
outdated funding siructures. ANRF recelved o
shot in the arm during Prime Minister Naren-

Women’s development to
women-led development

on how India s embarking on an
Insplring journey from the era of
wormnen 'sdevelopment toa pew dawn of wom-
endied development. This transformation
mirks o erwchal distinctlon: [

s the world celebrates the Interna-
A-Ikmul‘Mrmcn‘s Dy, | want to reflect

Indlia has always cherished and upheld i
rich traditions of female leadership, deeply
ved b s culbural and historical apestry.

In the Vedic period, Gangl and Maltrey! were
philosophers who participated as equals in
dtluks wl h uuu-l' phllowphnﬁ and derved ad

Includes wormnen is an essentlal m:p that pro-
vides women with acce BT

| opportunkies availalde
1o women even in those tmes, Wornen llke
Rani 1 and Kittur Rani Chennamma

whces, and spaces, e

However, women-led development goes
beyond inchusion. 1 enpovers wamen to take
the reins of leadership, drive innovation, and
shape policies from the forefront.

There hns been a paradigm shift in how we
iew women's empowerment lndia
has emphatically declared that
women are ot the centre of develogp-
ment. The power dynamics is chang-
ing so that they can drive the change
themselves. Women are nof just pas-
sive benellciaries of polices and pro-
grammes but are now active change-
makers. Indla envisions a lu|urc
wihere wormen are al e heart of deck
slon-making leadership, and execu-
tan of policies, load businesses and community
initintives. They empower the nation As Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi says: “When
women prosper, the world proapers.” The
progress of women gives strength to the
empovwerment of our nation,

Annpurna
Devi

y
Inilia's freedom movement. Today, Presidest
Drroupadi Murmu holds the dissinetion of being
the frst persen belonging to a tribal commu-
nrglmd the second ‘woman to Twld the high

were successlul I-rm[\- bectise ol

India‘'s stellar female sclentists, 'I'he_-'
led these positlons because 43% of
India’s grad uates in scdenoe, technol-
ogy, enginecring and mathematics
(STEM) courses are women, The
worldwide share of female STEM
graduates is around 30%. Today,
wonen are leading in Melds such as
basdness, mediclne, and the armed for
oes. But change lsn't restricted 1o these

alone.,

Millions of wamen at the grassrools are
being empower od ncross India, The National
Rural Livelihoods Mission has nearly 1.5 mil-
lion Lakh pati Didis, who are members of self-
Tl groups (SHGS) and have an annoal s

Ernimne petitive ard trans-
parent J.Ioﬂ:durr; lnr selecting projects to
fund. A chielexecutive officer. supported by
missian directors who deploy the funds, is o
good maodel, While wacking the researeh pro-
Jects lunded, this organisation should also be
allowed to take some rlsks,

Early-stage mesearch needs open-ended
exploratory work that won't always be suc-
cessful but produces breakthroughs that
shape the future.

In the Union budget, the government also
announced a 21 lakh crore innovation fund to
provide long-term loans at low or nil interest
rates for projects at the cutting edge of tech
Innovation. To stimulae India's deep-tech eco-
system, this amount should be disbursed
within the mext three to five years. 1t con func:
thom Ln & manner complementary o ANRF:
While the latter helps Indian HERs become
world-class institutions that carry out
gt i research pushing forward the lron-
tiers of knowledge, the former can help indus-

being empowered lcrwn?m I

AP mIOTD

hold incoime above T lakh, The Drone Didi
scheme aims 1o provide drones o 15,000
selectod SHGs between 2024-25 and 2025- 2026,
The drones can be used for applying liquid for
|l||n:r- and pesticides to agricultural fields,
’Lmt willer Pesouirees and irrigation by
rlngamsthm need water, and analys-
1n,|um Auality and fersility, Since its inception,
aver 69'% of the loans provided under the PM
Mudra Yojana — the government's colloteral
firee credit scheme — have gon WO,
Nearly 0% of women in Indka have a bank
account that they operate themselves. Pro-
grammes such as Swachh Bharat Misslon
(SBM) and the Jal Joevan Misslon have beive it
fed nearky 100 million and 122 million house
Talds, providing acoess o tollets and tap water,
respectively, mnd therely benefting millons of
wormen, Under the rural housing progrimme,
T4% ol the houses reglstered are cither saldy or
jointly in women's momes. The government's
programme todistribuge froe gas cylinders has

try i matine the
market,

South Korea was poor in 1970 but experi-
enced rapid growth over the next two decades
= in the same perfod, iis R&D spendi ng went
up from 0.4% to 2.5% of its (rising) GDP. Chi-
mese spending on RR&D also went up from 0.6%
of s GDP during the late 19908 w 2.4% cur-
rently = also (s best growth years.

Tl shiould step up its R&D spending by
% ol GDP over the next decade, golng from
0.65% ol GDP now to al least L6% of GDP by

35,

Ot of this 1% of GDP should be spent on
RED by Indin’s private sector (godng up from
0.25% of GOP at present), It is worth remem-
bering that between 1975 and 2005 — which
wis abio the period when South Korea went
from being a lower-middie income 1o a devel-
oped nation — Ré Dinvestments by its corpo-
rate sector soared 800 times in dollar value.

1F Inclia wishes toescape the middle-income
trap, R&E that drives rapid economic growth
Is the only possible pathway. Historically,
prior to the European Renaissance and the
Industrial Revolution, India had always been
it the forelront of cconomilc os well as knowl-
edge production. It should aspire 1o become
wishia gurs once n. It has the petential,
and deserves 1o be, one of the world's great
ST powers,

Aafeish Divawars is founder-CEO and Swagrn
Gangualy i seriber fellowat The Conveigence
Foundativn, The views expressed are persoinal

helped 1083 million women get access o smaloe
Free kitchens, As of May 2024, over 1.4 million
women were elected members of Panchayat|
Raj Institutions (PRIs), which inchades the

tion of sarpanch. This mukes up 46%

total elected representatives of PREs. Women
sarpanches have been involved in projects 1o
ImD(ﬂvewrlm.wIMfl'lWI paved roads. tol-
lets, wndl banks in thedr villages.

To enable women with volce and agency fo
lend, an extra push 1s requived, Our govern-
ment has demanstiled commitment (o tis
agenda through landmark leglslations such as
thie Warnen's Reservation Bill that guirantees
3% of all seats in the direcily elecied Lok
Sabha and stule pssem blics. The amendment to
the Maternity Benefit Act guarantees paid
maternity lenve for up to 26 weeks to the coun-
tey's women. nitiatives such as the Wosmen's
Helpline and SHe-Box provide support 1o
women In distress while the Speclal Assistance
o States for Capital Investment (SASCT)aims to
setup LO0O working-women's hostels scross
the couintry. fostering economic independence,

The PM's clarion call for women-led devel
opment during India’s G20 presidency was
endorsed by Brazil during its presidency in
2024, 1t is our nation’s commitment wwards
haarmsesss g the full potential of our women, rec
og\lﬂns|M| v husa e comt it on, and cel-

rating their role as leaders in the journey
towarnds progress and prosperity. Let's come
together and wilie for BAceclerateAction, lead-
Iz the charge to sha pe the future of Indla. We
st all jolm hands, embrace change, and bea
part of this nsplring journey towards progress
and empowermenl.

Astispairsn Dievt s Union mirliter of women and
et develapiraent, The views expremand ane prisenal

8 the successor b the lmperial For-
st Service that was created In 1865,
the Indian Forest Service (IFS)
became a centrl service in 1966,

Women at forest frontline
break stereotypes, barriers

from rural backgrounds, Siey had thelr bap-
ks by fire cluring the thnee mvontls of rigor-
ous training, The women were loughenod
mentally nnd pliysbcally (o codure Use land

of houas-

U service only in 1980, with the induction ol
three officers. [t requined only minor amend-

Tll(‘ somd-uniformed farest deportment was — ships of 8 “junghe posting”
g and work- h
Inﬁm remote o wl in hing camy

:
key I.ullu:tnﬁ:'mp vl of con-
servasion, Unless thereis a food, the

minel-set of male peers and superiors. Will
hewormen be up to te challenge of living in
the forests?

The women showed they could mare than
mxet the challenge. In July 2024, Knziranga
s the mostdevastating floods since 1991 On
July 2, undmals started leaving the park in
search of higher grounds, It was also a time
whien Bumans were at distress o and anti-
poaschingg s veere cut-oll from the oulsicle
e, Fastlons, inchucking diinkdng waler, were

mengre, wnd the frontline hod to
romrain mentally and fiein
prevent any personal illness,

The Natsonal Highway 715,
loented adong the soathem bound-

ofher anthrmpogenie canses. Local commami-
tics, student vodunitecss, and the civil socicly
cortribited exqguial by o the lood-tme mamige-
ment. After welling days. n total of M0
stranded IIIH11£ were rescucd; M of these
woukd be suocessfully relessed back into the
wikd—one of the bestshowing so fur.

Primme Minster Narendra Modl, during hs
milden visit o Kaziranga on March 5, 2024,
had met the women froniline and named
e Vien Durggas (goddesses of the forests).
Todmy, they have broken the soclietal and oul-
‘ol barviers and the stercotype thot remote
lorests and tough postings are meant only
for men, They proved that combating
drended ponchers or caring for wild andmals

{ EDITOR'S PICK |
s acliton offer a book Saturclay, which e
context, and helps understand recent news ewents

POLITICS OF LANGUAGE POLICY

The Cenire withholdiing Samagra Shiksba Abhlyan
Fusnds from Tarmil Nach over the state’s refusal to fully
enclorse thie National Education Policy (NEP) has
sparkeed o fresh row over Hindd imgosition. Chile] min-
Ister MK Stadin condemned the Centres action and
1

called
formuln emerged asa

hiiboy,

Mirece, s the thiroe-lat
o point of contention with the NER.
This week, we recommend Language Palicy and

menis (a relaxation on physical criterfa).  camps are manned at all times, aryofithe park becamethewarsone. — can be done equally well and casily by Educatton In fndin, a colkection of essays tracing the
There has been no turning back sinee; the  Thereare 233 anti -posching camps Sonali The veorsen frantline regulsted traf- — womnen if they are trained well. history of English and language education develop-
strength of women in the 1FS has grown  in Kazicanga, the highestin termsof Ghash fic speed, enswred safe passige of Waomen bring additional sidlls of cffoctive et in India, The essays examine the roke of lnguige
froma mere handful o over 350 serving offi- - ares coverage. The camps are basic i ‘wilc] animials in the nine designated — communication, greser catmect o rurl com- in the colonial era. language policy. identity, nation-
cers inday, and largely meant to howse only =————— g, undertook rescie and — mumit fes. and a sincerity and dedication. If hood, and sub-nationhood. The volume traces the

1 first came across womsen foresters while  individual men without Families, m wilds and wiiy mistwe? 500 d shaped the
working i (Ovver 300 Buthi , todlets and img kitch- i 1 of texthooks, and d Langus; Folqlnd

officers, and forest battalion constabies — ens werea kew s for housing the  their male poors. J\sarmlltfﬂ:.mllalnm Somalf Ghosh s field divector, Kaziranga and determines the direction of steachimg by Education in India
were n\ruilu.l as part of a mass enrolment  frontline women, All-women camps were  eflorts. 2004 necorded the lowest ever wikdlife Nuslomal Park oo Tiger Reserve, The views drawing on archival material such as policy docu- Maldhu Sunita Mishra
il i government in N3 Mostly  established. but the real challenge was the  mortality (twi hiog deer) from rood-kils and expressed are persomal (EN 5, and periodicals. Year: 200
KL Mo Pestal Reg. M. o bo-post mithout pregarymend. UCENCE N LALHTIS 20065- 00, Abe S coubansie: Baipar and beyond by Ll or a5 thravelabarl, Bargad e, Corrburtor. Ches ra, {oxhin & Wursbal, Isvasrlrum, aabbaps o P - 01
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Story of 26/11 accused Rana, set to be extradited to India from US

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
WEW DELHI, MARCH 7

THE UNITED STATES Supreme Court on
Thursday rejected the plea of the 2008
Mumbai terror attack accused Tahawowur
Hussain Rana against his extradition i India.

Rana, G4, had filed an “Emergency
Application For Stay”™ after President Donald
Trump approved his extradivion following
his meeting with Prime Minister Marendra
Modi last month,

Ranawill be extradited on the basis of the
India-US Extradition Treaty signed by the
twio countries in 1997,

Rana's story, from 2009

Rana is accused of aiding and abetting the
reconnaissance for the attacks carried out by
David Coleman Headley, with whom he
‘went toschool in Paldstan, and of participat-
ing in the terror conspiracy.

Rana was arrested in Chicago in October
20009 for his involvement in the 26/11 attacks

EXPL.

and the foiled atrtack on Danish

023, he inthe Courtof Appeals for

Jllends Posten that same year,

The US District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois prosecuted him for con-
spiracy to provide material suppaort to ter-
rorism in India and Denmark, and to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist group.

The jury acquitted Rana of the charge of
conspiring to provide material support toter-
regism in India, but convicted him on the
other two counts, On January 7, 2013, Rana
wias sentenced to 168 manths in prison,

On June 9, 2020, he was rebeased on com-

the Ninth Circuit. This too was rejected,
Rana then filed a writ of certions in the

LS Supreme Court, which was rejected on

January 21 this year, After Trump announced

strued as political offences under the treaty.

Tahawwur Rana's case
Followving his provisional arrest in 2020,
US authorities had submitted i in eourt that

ing that India intended to prosecute him for
the same offences of which he had been ac-
guitted by the Chicago court — was rejected
by the LS Eoult of .l’\ppeals h:r the Minth

Circui ground that arges

tempt to murder, The rest were accused of
financial fraud and cheating,

The government tld ]’.nlnmmt mntly
that G5
ing with the LIS,

his extradition last month, Rana filed the R hould be cheared for India  had “elements” distinet from the charges un- The LIS has rejected several requests for

emergency application in a last-ditch at- .uhl;uﬂcnmsand Ic‘gahlmatmmntallm- der which he had been prosecuted, and  extradition from India, most importantly that
tempt to stay in the LIS, d under th acrjuitted, by the Chicago court, of Rana's associate Headley,

They said there was “probable cause to I‘he |:nurt hiedd that Ind|a| had| provided The Lm hkar operative who was born

India US extradition treaty believe that Rana c the offences” the Dk October 2009,

of which he had b cused in India. ause  He i e by a LIS court for

for thnmrmmmdmdwld- The US government sub-  that Ramcnmmltmdlhechargedcnmm " the killing of six Americans in the Mumbai

uals chargcd wnlh or con-

mitted that it was nit pro-

passionate grounds. A day Later, a wicted of ceeding on Indian charges
Juelge in Califomia, wh:rc]tamwa.ﬁ serving  ther country. An uﬂnncn ls TERROR'SM such as mcmbursh:p of a
hi e, signed i armest war- iFiti h, terror

rant with a view to m:l!adltmg him to India
based ona Decermber 2019 extradition request.

Rana opposed his extradition on the
ground of “double jeopardy”, A Magistrate
Judge rejected his on May 16,

by imprisonment for mone than one year un-
der the kaws of both countries.

Political offences are not extraditable un-
der the treaty, Howewer, certain actions such

2023, Rana then petitioned the US District
Court for the Central District of California for
awritof habeas corpus,

After this was rejected on August 10,

(3] ENVIRONMENT

USBUTTERFLY POPULATION DECLINED
BY 22%SINCE 2000, FINDSSTUDY

A MEW stucly has found that America’s
butterflies are disappearing because of
insecticides, climate change and habitat
logs, with the number of winged beau-
ties down 22% since 2000,

“Butterflies have been declining the
last 20 years," said study co-author Nick
Haddad, an entomalogist ar Michigan
State University, “And we don't see any
sign that that's going to end,”

‘Catastrophic’ findings

The first countrywide systematic
analysisof butterfly abundance found thar
the number of butterflies in the Lower 48
states [minus Alaska and Hawaii) has
been falling on average 1.3% a year since
the turn of the century, The study was

Euhl!;‘hud in Science on Thursday | Rapid LI'SDmdll.i plan to put the monarch
utterfly declines across the L Retters
during the 215t century'),

Scientists combined 76,957 surveys
from 35 monit g programs and
counted 12,6 million butterflies over the
decades, Last month, an annual survey

the United States is probably happening
to other, less-studied insects across the
continent and world, Wagner said,

that looked just at monarch butterfli are also polli for crops
which federal officials plan o putonthe  such as cotton.

threatened species list, counted a nearly

all-time low of fewer than 10,000 —  Human hand

down from 1.2 millien in 1997,

Many of the species in decline fell by
A0 or more, David Wagner, a University
of Connecticut entomalogistwhowasn't
part of the study, said the data may not
seem alarming outrightly bur is “cata-
strophic and saddening” when com-
pounded over time. *In just 30 or 40 vears
wie are talking about losing half the bast-
terflies (and other insect life) over a con-
tinent!" Wagner said,

orother willful crime against a
Head of Stabe) Government or a member of
their family, .mualt )md:mgand aviation sab-
otage, Crimes

persons, and hostage-taking, etc, amm{ oon-

Uprr Misra

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP has annnunl:nd
iffs" on LIS trad

April 2 to correct the “very unfair” situation
ol other countries charging the US “tremen-
dously higher tariffs than we charge them”,
In his speech to a joint session of Congress
on March 4, Trump specifically mentioned
the Evropean Union( EU ), China, Brazil, India,
Mesico, and Canada.

‘What Trump is betting on
The President and his supporters firmly
believe that thL- anly way to stop thL- rest of

The study also found that the dri

and warmest areas are the worst for but-
terflies. The biggest decrease in butter-
Nies was in the Southwest, where the
number of butterflies dropped by maore
than half i the 20 years,

When they looked at butterfly species

that lived both in the hotter South and
cooler North, the ones that did better
‘wereinthe cooler areas, Climate change,
habitat boss and insecticides tend w work

the from
LIS largesse is by the US reevaluating its in-
ternational relationships in every way,

Thus, if European countries — or other
traditional LIS allies — do not pay the US or
bl."!iufl itin trade, the LIS will no longer pm-
nor financi

Trumpis betting that given the strength r.|F
the LIS economy and its record of sustained
growvth even against terribde odds — often re-
Fﬂm.*d s L5 ucmmllﬁm — the threat of

and coun-

together ion:

Warning sign for humans
Comell University butterfly expert
Anurag Agrawal said he worries most
abaut the future of a different species;
humans, "I'he Iua;aibumrﬂles parrots

Edwards and Haddad said.

Ofthe three, it seems that insecticides

are the biggest cause, hased on previous
research, Haddad said, “It makes sense
because m;ectlndo use has changed in

is btedly a bad sign
for us, the ecosystemns we need and the
nature we enjoy,” Agrawal, who wasn't
part of the study, saicl in an email.
“They are telling us that our conti-
nent’s health is not doing so well...
Butterflies are an ambassador for nature's
beausty, fragili t

of species, They have something bo teach
us," What's happening to butterflies in

dramatic

started,” Haddad said.
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shudy
The silver lining is that habitats can be

restored and so can butterflies.

“¥ou can make changes in your hack-

vard and in your neighborhood and in
your state,” Haddad said, adding thar
simply doing this “could really improve
the situation for a lot of species™
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tries IS, reducing the

eon-
spiracy to wage war” and * cun;pln:y w
commit terrorist act” because they did not
Fulfil thee criteria of “dual criminality”,

Howeever, “the dual-criminalivy require-
ment {of the extradition treaty) is met be-
cause the remaining charged offences are
punishable in both India and the United
States", the U5 said,

Ranaclaimof “double jeopardy” — argu-

Other extraditions from US

jonsal

alleged terrorists from the LIS o India so far

— alleged Khalistanis Charanjeet Singh

Cheema and Kulbeer Singh Kulbeera in

Fehruary 2005 and June 2006 !mpel:twn)y
reling todata providiec

attacks after he pleaded guilty to the charges,
Ome of the key terms of his plea bargain was
that he would not be extradited to India,
The LIS had earfier rejected India’s request
o extradite Warren Anderson, who was CED
of Unign Carbide at the time of the 1984
Bhopal gas keak, Anderson had been arrested
by police in India, but he was soon given bail

try of External Affairs to : lhe
treaty facilitated the extradition of only 11
Indian fisgitives between 2002 and 2008,
Cme of these individuals was acoused of
the sexual abuse of children, another of at-

T ECONOMICS |

Emerging fallout of tariffs

Trump wants to destroy the ‘unfair’ global trade order to usher in the ‘golden age of America’. Early
repercussions, however, suggest they may be beginning to undermine decades of US ‘exceptionalism’
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anid leave the country,

Almst 20 years Later, in May 2003, India
sent a request for his extradition to the US,
which was declined on the ground of insul-
ficient evidence,
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tracle deficit, I:unslmg.i\mmu:m manufanur-

ing, and ¢
“Tewill be like nuthmg that has ever been
seen before,” Trump told Congress.

The argument against tariffs
Many have pointed out that tariffs are

dee ply counter-productive, and the LIS may

hawe already started to drift towards a reces-

most
nancial :mlsd!ﬂ}ﬂfﬂun 1), This has led bo
Falling per capita incomes and productivity,
and fuelled social unrest. Britain leaving the
ELlis one example how economic stress and
social unrest triggered counter-productive
and reactionary decisions,

Europe 600+

St has { large, mid,and

vatcnd l\d:lILan making it the defaubt currency
af rdler, The LIS is the workd's

small capitalisation spread over 17 European
countries. European country-specific indices
— such as the French benchmark CACA0, the
AN of German blue chips, and the Spanish
benchmark [BEX — have also done better,
DOLLAR VS REST: Another indicator is in

biggest economy by size, and its policy choices
have global impact, Trust in the dollar's pur-

chasing power during times of uncertainty is
o i inonld

Rise in European bonds

sion, And given how Trump is running  Fallout of Trump's policies the way the US dollar has moved against AsTrump has gone about his tariff policy,

American foreign policy, it may not even The President’s tariff actions have intro-  competing currencies (Chart 4. there has been a broad-based sell-off in gov-

have many friends left if and it falter: duced an Ftrade policy Since March 3, the dollar has weakened  emment bonds of Germany, France, Japan,
China and Canada, countries against  uncertainty in glnhalmarlmh {Ifhnnl} This  against all its closest competitors — its  etc Asaresult, yields of 10-year government

whom LIS tariffs went into force this week, espec Canadian cousin, theeuro, the Japaneseyen,  bonds in all these countries have registered

have hit back with counter-tariffs, and  sides of the Atlantic Ocean, are completely — and the Chinese yuarn, a sharp spike, Investors are selling because

Mexico is preparing to do the same, cl iffawill them, Thisisach evail-  they anticipate the ssuance of fresh bonds
A with their seven-decade- r.||d transat-  howmuchtheir p Il tar-  ingfor ich the dol- i returr

lantic ipwith the LIS iffs, what thy ...Jl:lbeax lhnhlghm lar has risen relentlessly against all curvencies,  tries start borrowing billions of dollars to

ended, mwralﬁuupuanmuntmnm plan- i, wh wploy-  The dollar conti rafter  boost their domestic economies,

ning to oW eesor hi ete. G are sim Trur d tovimpose tariffs. Bond yields and bond prices move in op-
Earlier tluﬁ week, Frmdnch Merz, who  ilarly confused and anxious. I‘he rise almu daollar was in part dueto  positedirections, That's because every goverm-

will likely become the next Chancellor of
Germany, announced that Europe's Largest
economy will raise hundreds of billions of
eurns in extra spending on defence and in-
Frastructure, " The nule for our defence now
has to be ‘whatever it takes'," he said,
Economic growth has been stagnant in

STOCK MARKETS: T

American exc

ance of the various stock market indices is a
good initial indicator of how firms and in-
viestors are looking at Trurmip's taniffs,(Chart 3)

The S&P 500 inddex — which tracks the top
500 companies listed in the LIS — is below its
level at the stare of 2025, while the Stoxx

The LIS was the only major economy that
registered a genuine V-shaped recovery post-
pandiemic —which reguires the ahsolute GDP
to reach the level it would have been at had

ment bond carries a setamount of absolute re-
urm [ca'llnd the coupan rate); yield is llu: EIZD
ofthe
Whﬂn there is a sell-off, bond prices fall and

there been no economic disruption.
[Fifty per cent of global transactions are in-
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Why Vanuatu boasts one of the most popular ‘golden passport’ schemes

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI.MARCHT
FORMER IPL chief Lalit Moxdi has applied o

surrender his passport to the Indian High
Commission in London, and acquired the

wviduals to acojuire citizenship in a country
by making significant financial contribu-
tions to its econormy. Countries around the

attract
imvest ic growth,
Malea,  Montenegro, Antigua and

Barbucla, Domdnica, anc Egypt also have CBI

i
o Calms

Australia a_] Pm\m

SPECIﬁC advautages atax haven, It |;am;ax]unnd|ﬂml|ut tlpll.-cr.llrupmn scandals and allegations
Aside from the ease and speed of the |s[menfpemm| incoame tax, o itsc lawws are
process, Vanuatu's program provides some  tax, inheritance tax, and wealth tax. While  being used by global criminal syndicates.
specific benefits. Vanuatu does ¢ ranes such as i 2000 golden
WA of 2025, a Vanuat allows VAT aswellast P tions, ol in 2020, The Guardi «
visa-free entry to 113 countries, The Henley  rates are typically lower than other coun-  the it i were

Passport Index ranks the

tries in the South Pacific. It also has lax re-

as the 515t strongest in th of 199
cnuntrl!;)..lhu:lnfsmﬂﬁbu{"?}\ﬂlni
4L

«citizenship of Vanuatw, a tiny [programs.

island nation in the South o F

Pacific, the Mindstry of External 3 progi

Affars confirmed on Friday. GLOBAL Accordingtothe wiebsite of
popular cit- migration firm

izenship by investment {CBI} or “golden
passport”™ program, which allows wealthy

i
Global Residence Index, "Vanuatu's citizen-

v rery r
mastsimple m available.,

inetividuals to purchase i part,

Buying citizenship
CHloreconomic citizenship allows indi-

Very few documents are required, and all
docurnentation can be provided digitalby”,
meaning the applicant does not even have

0 eE B

toset hi aditizen

(59}, ancl

The cost of Vanuatu citizenship ranges
from $ 135500005155, 500(Rs 1,18 crem 1,35
cr), with options to also purchase citizen-
ship for a family of four. Processing times
vary from 30 to G0 days after the filing of the
application, The BEC reported in 2019 that
passport sabes account for roughly 30% of
the couniry's revenue,

Vanuatu's passport was even stronger
until March 2022 when the European
Council temporarily suspended its visa-free
access to the European Union due to secu-
rity concerns around the gelden passport
scheme, The suspension was made perma-
nent in February 2023,

W Vanuatu s, for allintents and purposes,

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

porting requi , which make it a
“strategic jurisdiction” for tax purposes,
For what remains a very poor country,
with a per capita GDP (current LISS)of only
3.515.2 (World Bank, 2023 ), there is a major
financial incentive to be a tax haven,
Offshore financial services is one of the
Ihigest revenue-generators for the country,

Scandals in recent years

In recent years, Var mulk

"a Syrian businessman with US sanctions
against his businesses, a suspected North
Korean politician, an italian businessman
accused of extorting the Vatican, a former
member of a notorious Australian mator-
cyche gang, and South African brothers ac-
owsed of a §36bn cryptocurrency heist”,
“Experts have wamed the scheme is ripe
forexploitation, creating a back door for ac-
cess o the EU and LK. Vanuatu's taxation

|

y ing" UK daily said.
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Breaking Barriers, Shaping the Future

The story of women in mining is one of determination, transformation and triumph. From fighting legal battles
to working deep underground, from leading corporate teams to redefining industry norms, they are proving

that no profession is beyond their reach

Today is a day beyond
celebrations; it is a clarion
call for gender justice

ining has long been regarded
as one of the most gruelling
and  physically  demanding
industries, a domain in wh Icf;
women were historically deemed unfit 1o
participate, The underground mines,
characterised by darkness, dirt, and
ger, were legally off-limits o women
for decades. However, times have changed,
Today, women are not only entering the
mining sector but excelling in roles that
were once consldered the
tereltory of men. Thele journey from
exclusion to Inclusion ks a story of
resllience, courage, and determination.

For years, the legal framework itself
reinforced pender-based exclusion. The
British government imposed a ban on
women working in underground mines in
1937, citing the hazardous and oppressi
nature of the work. A baief lift of the
restelctbon in 1943 was followed by i
reinstatement In 1946, cementing the
nothon that mining was unsultable for
women. This exclusion persisted for over
seventy years untll a group of seven young
mining englneering students In India
dechded to challenge the status quo.

In 1 these women, led by
credukorma Hiranmayee, noticed that
job advertisements n the sector clearly
stated “Men Only” Determined to fight for
their right to work In the fleld they had
tradned for, they took thelr petition to the
Marendra Modi-led Central Government,
Thelr perslstence pald off when the Mines
Act of 1952 was amended ln 2009, allowing
women o work in underground mines
with certain  conditlons, They were

ermitted to work between 7 AM and 6

M but had to provide written consent,
and were required to work In groups for
safety, While these conditions still imposed
limdtations, the amendment marked a
historic turning polnt for gender incluslon
in mining,

Since this breakthrough, several women
have entered the mining workforce,
proving their capabilities and resilience. In
the Singareni Colllerles of 'l A, one
of Indias oldest coal mining PSUs, women
miners are now working underground
alongside men. Thelr presence Is reshaping
the industry and breaking long-held
stereat Swathi Penugon.
farmlly {\:lduluguﬁ.}' In coal minkng, left her
Job in aerospace engineering to become a
miner when the opportunity finally
opened up, For her, mining was not just a
profession  but  a  tribute 1o her
prandparents who had worked in Singareni
mines before her. Another trallb
Allam Navyashree, started as a sectlon
supervisor in an underground mine, facing
scepticlam from male colleagues who
doubted her abilities, Over time, she
earned  thelr  respect,  eventually
supervising some of the very men who
once questioned her competence,

For Chunchu Sandhya Rand, mining was
an unexpected career path, Married while
still i college, she assumed her
imlll:nalonul asplrations would be set aside,

Towever, with the support of her husband
and in-laws, she pursued her mining
englneering degree and secured a job at
Hul}(.m.nl Today, while she works
underground, her parents take care of her
twer children, proving that with family
support, women can balance both career
and mothechood in even the maost
challenging professions,

These stories of perseverance are not
limbted to fleldwork alone. Women are also
taking on leadership roles within the
mining sector, ensuring that gender
equality is not just about numbers but
about empowerment.  Slngareni
Collierk recognlsing the need for
Inclusive leadership, has placed women in
key declsion-making positions. Kavitha
Maldu has become the flest woman
General Manager to handle Personnel &
Industrial Relations, a role that bnvolves
managing labour disputes, transfers, and
negotlations for thousands of workers. Dr

exclusive

g

£

real

as the Chief Medical Officer,
the  companys  extensive

healthcare network, while Sunitha Devi
has broken new ground as Singarenl's first
woman Company Seceetary, managing
board meetings and corporate
These women are not just particlpating in
the Industry but they are shaping 1ts future.
The inclusion of women in minkng is net
just about gender equality; it also brings
tangible benefits to the sector. Studles
worldwide have shown that  diverse
workplaces lead to better declsion-making,
Improved efficlency, and stronger financlal

performance.  Women  bring  unique
perspectives  and  problem-solving
approaches, making workplaces more

Innovative and dynamic. In mining, where

safety and operatlonal efficlency are
paramount, their  contributions  are
uahble,

proving b
Recognising these advantages, mining
companies are actively working to create
an inclusive and safe work environment for
women,  Singarent  Collierl
Implemented several initlatives
dedicated transport facilities, rate flrst
ald rooms with i staff,
proper washrooms and hyglene facilities in
underground sites, and childcare support
for working mothers. Additonally, gender
senaltivity trakning has been introduced 1o
ensure a workplace culture that s
welcoming and m,.rm.(lul.
Diespite these advancements, challenges
remaln, The nature of mining stlll presents
physical and loglstical difficulties, and
socletal perceptions aboul women In
demanding professions are slow to change.
However, the growing presence of women
I mining ls sending a nump message that
they are not only capable of handling the
mul\ but excelling in it The number of
women in the industry s rising and with
upcoming recrultment  drives, thelr
representation I8 set 1o Increase
significantly in the coming years.

The Ministry of Coal and the Minkstry
of Mines have wken significant steps 1o
encourage  and  support  women’s
participation In the sector, Under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Madi, a strong emphasis has been placed

es has
Including

male m

On empowering women
I traditionally male-
dominated Industries,
The amendments n
minlng laws o allow

women in
underground mines
were Just the

beginning,  Today,
multiple government
pollcles are actively

[ Ii”.[‘-rmg gender

Inclusion
SATISH eral  Public
CUELDLAN secior Undertakings
DUBEY (P under the
nd  Mines
such as

futuristic Industries.

The women In mining are not just
breaking barrlers; they are shaping the
future of the Industry with resilience and
determination. Thele courage to step Into
the depths of the earth, 1o lead, lnnovate,
and Inspire, I8 a testament to thelr
unwavering aplrit, From underground
miners to corporate leaders, they are
redefining possibilities and proving that
strength knows no gender As Indias
mining sector evolves, their contributions
will be the bedrack of progress, We salute
these trailblazers who work tirelessly, often
in unseen and challenging conditions, 1o
power our nation, Their journey 15 not just

Inspiring but also it is o beacon of

e

s . resilience, and hope for

Coal India Limited (C pd Hindustan
Copper Limited (HCL), have introduced
recrultment policies almed at Increasing
women's representation, The Commercial
Coal Mine Auctlons, launched by the
Ministry, have also  opened  new
opportunities for women entrepreneurs
and professionals in mining and allied

ctors. As the indusiry expands, the vislon
bs to ensure that women are a key part of
this growth,

Tor fusther encourage women in mining,
the government has launched skill
development programs and scholarships
for female mining engineering students,
Mission Karmayogl, an inldative reviewed
for the Ministey of Coal and Mines,
focuses on creating a skilled and Future-
ready workforce, ensurlng that women
recelve equal access 1o training and
leadership programs. The government's
Warl Shakil' inltlatlve Is also playing a
cruclal  role dn promoting  women’s
participation In sectors like mining,
ensueing safe working conditions and
career growth opportunities,

The Ministry of Mines s also actively
working on integrating women into the
future of critical minerals exploration. As
India moves towards sustalnable mining
and the development of lihlum, cobalt,
and other rare minerals essentlal for
electric vehicles and renewable energy,
women professionals are belng encouraged
to take up leadership roles in these

generations 1o come,

The future of women in mining is not
confined to coal alone, As India expands
Its focus on renewable energy and
sustalnable resource management, new
apportunities are emerging In sectors such
as solar energy, thermal projects, and

mineral  exploration.  Women  are
Increasingly stepping into these roles,
contributing 1o technologleal

advancements and strategic decislon-
making, As we celebrate International
Women's Day, it bs essentlal to recognlse
the ploneering women who have shattered
barrlers in mining and those who continue
to push the boundaries,  Thelr
achievements are not  just  personal
victories but milestones I Indlas journey
toward gender-inclusive economic growth.
The once male-dominated world of
mining Is evolving into a fleld where merit,
not gender, determines success,

The story of women in mining is one of
determination, transformation,  and
triurmph, From fighting legal battles 1o
waorking deep underground, from leading
corporate teams to redefining industry
noems, they are proving that no profession
Is beyond their reach. Thelr strength,
resilience, and ambitlon are not only
shaping the mines of today but also paving

the way for the miners of tomoreow,

(Ths weitsr Is Linkoa Ministes of State for Cosl sad
ises, Gaversment of India; views ase personal)

e recognise the immense potential that remalns untapped due

e deep-seated blases, At Gedik Holding and Gedik University,
we take pride In fostering an environment where over 150 women
are breaking barrlers In flelds as diverse as aerospace technology and
welding, Cur commitment to the growth and empowerment of
women and girls has spanned over six decades, and today, we
witness the transfermative results of these effort.

The gendering of professions has always been fluld, Welding, a
fleld often percelved as male-dominated, is now seelng thousands af
women actively shaping the manufacturing of Elll‘lll“-;‘llfu
technology. Similarly, computing, once largely led by men, Is again
being ploneered by women, Indusiries that have historically
excluded women must reevaluate thele blases. Women have long
played a dominant role in sectors such as computing and
manufacturing, and there s no reason why they cannot theive in
taday's high-paying flelds lke englneering, tnance, and technology.
The cost of exclusion Is not merely social-lt s economic,

Both India and Turkey face challenges when It comes to women's
participation in the workforce. While the majorlty of employable
men are already working, female labour force participation remains
significantly lower, According to the World Economic Forum,

Fm us, Women's Day ls more than just a celebration; it 1s a call

India's female labour force participation rate is around 24 per cent,
This

while Turkey stands at approximately 35 per cent.
underutilisation of women In the workforce Is one of the greates
ecanomic Inefflciencies of our ting loritising female education is
crucial for both nations, Indlas female literacy rate 1s curvently at 70
per cent, while Turkey's Is at 95 per cent. While Indla ls making
raphd progress, particularly bn rural areas, there ls still much o
be done, lnvesting In women's education presents an opportunity
for India and Turkey to collaborate and drive economic growt
together.

Economic partnerships offer a powerful avenue to enhance
women's participation ln business. Textlles and tourism are two
Industries where Indla and Turkey have developed growing
cooperatlon, Indla Is one of the largest exporters of yarn to Turkey,
where manufacturers transform these raw materlals into high-end
fashion garments for global markets, Women play a plvotal role in
both ecomomies-whether as artisans in India
weaving traditional textiles or as deslgners and
business leaders in Turkey's fashion unlu-.\r}

Indian  wedding tourlsm  in Turkey Is
flourishing, and Turklsh women have been
Instrumental in shaping this transformation,

From event planning to hoespitality, Juxury
services, and cultural adaptation, they bridge
the gap between Indlan traditions and Turkish
hospitality to create seamless, grand wedding
experlences, v Turklsh women have
speclalised in urhamnmu elaborate Indian
weddings In luxury destinatlons such as
Antalya, Bodrum, and lstanbul. Hotels and
resorts have tralned female s Lo provide
authentic Indian wedding hospitality, while
Turklsh women Lo the culinary lndustry have
honed their skills to master Indian culsine. Thelr expertise extends
o styling, entertalnment, and venue management, making Turkey
one of the most sought-after destinations for Indian weddings.

Beyond trade, fostering women entrepreneurs can further
s.(u.ug\hus economic tles between India and Turkey, Business
networks, trade falrs, and mentorship programs connecting Indian
and Turkish women professionals could lead to new opportunities
and lnnovatlon:

Women-led !l.lrlup\. in both countries would benefit from cultural
exchange programs, digital marketplaces, and co-working initiatives
that pramote cross-border entrepreneurship.

Cultural ties between India and Turkey extend beyond business.
with over 300,000 Indian tourists visiting Tarkey .l!ll'\u.l“" From the
bustling bazaars of lstanbul to the vibrant markets of Delhi, both
natlons share a love for dynamic street food cultures, rich history,
and warm hospitality.

One fascinating cultural parallel s thelr tea traditions, In Turkey,
tea bs known s gay, while in India, masala chal is a dally staple, More
than just beverages, tea symbaolises hospitality, conversation, and
community, Whether served In a wlip-shaped glass In Istanbul or a
clay cup on the streets of Kolkata, tea fosters soclal connections and
business discussions alike.

There Is also an Increasing appreciation for cultural exchange In
the creative economy, Including art, cinema, and muaic, Turkish
television dramas have gained immense popularity in Indu while
Bollywood films enjoy a dedicated audience In Turkey, This mutual
admiration provides a platform 1o highlight women's |.||nh ibutions
In creative Industries, from fllmmaking to fashion.

Gender equallty is not just & moral imperative; it ls an economic
necessity, The cost of sexism s evident in lost productivity, missed
u‘]]:por[unllu:n. and lower economic growth. ]‘!} pulun(hlnlb women's
edication, integrating them loto various industeies, and fostering
International collaborations-such as these between Indla and
Turkey-businesses and economles can unlock unprecedented
potentlal. Women's Day serves as a reminder that true empowerment
does not stem from symbollc gestures but from meaningful
structural change. It is time for policymakers, business leaders, and
cormmunitles to Invest In women-not just for the sake of equality, but
for the economic prosperity of all,

{The wrikes & Ehalrpersan, Gedik Hekding, Tirklye & Charpersan, Beasd of Trustess,
Istanbul Gedik University; views an peesonal)

Esnure swift and uncompromising justice for rape survivors

from over. Every woman bn our country has
funcamental right 1o safety, dignity and jus-
thce. Yet, Incidents of sexual violence continue 1o sue-
exposing the deep-rooted challenges in our soci-
etal structures. We must take declsive and solution-
orlented steps to prevent such crimes and bulld a
future where women and children ase truly safe.
As the founder of PARI Foundation, | have ded-
keated ny life 1o advocating for survivors of rape and
sexual violence. On December 16, 2024, PARI took
aslgnificant step forward by convenlng the First-Ever
Mational Conventlon on the Prevention of Vielence
Against Women and Children, This landmark
event marked a turning point in our efforts to cos
bat sexual violence, bringing together policymakers,
legal experts, clvil soclety organlsations, educators
and survivors o discuss concrete measures for pre-
vention, response and rehabilitation, At the heart of
this inltkative was the launch of "Agaaz’, a programme
focused on o comprehensive, solution-driven
approach to addressing gender-based violence.
Che of the most pressin as of reform s ulu-
cation, Sehaols and universities st pli
tive role In fostering gender sensitivity. Mand

Thr.- fight against sexual vielence in India is far

Imy
workshops and seminars should be conducted reg-
ularly for students, teachers and parents to create
awareness aboul gender equality, consent and

bystander intervention. Preventlon of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) tralning must be compulsory

for all school and college staff to ensure compliance
with the law, while Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) tralning should be a
requirement for all teachers and administrators,
equipping them with the knowledge to protect chil-
dren effectively.

Beyond just policies, schools should incorporate
}u:l'hln'l stuclies and emotional intelligence Immlnlg
intes thelr curriculum, helping young minds devel-
ap respectiul and healihy perspectives on relatlon-
ships, Digital safety education is also eritical, ensur-
students understand the risks of cyberstalking,
Ine harassment, and digital consent,

Understanding criminal psychology and the
media’s influence s crucial 1o combating sexual vio-
lence. Research must be expanded to examine the
ristivations, triggers and behaviowral patierns of sex-
ual offenders, helping develop targeted preventlon
strateghes, The medias nu:r.?al of gender dynam-
s must also be critically evaluated, with efforts o
prommote responsble soeytelling that challenges toxke
masculinity and harmiul stereatype:

Additionally, news reporting of sexual violence
needs 10 be reformed, Sensationalised o Insensitive
coverage often leads to re-victimisatbon of survivors
and retnforces rape culture, The media should fol-
low ethical guidelines in reporting cases with dig-
nity, ensuring that survivoes identities and rights are
protected.

Survivors of sexual violence need more than just

leggal justice-they need holistic support to rebudld their
lives, e Crlsis Centers (RCCs) should be estab-
lished in every city, town, and village, providing med-
beal, legal, financlal and psychologhcal asslstance to
survivors. Vocational training and educational sup-
port should be offered to help them regain indepen-
dence and stability.

A national moverment must be
Initlated 1o eradicate victim-
blaming, shifting socletal atti-
tudes toward supperting and
empowering survivors, Public
campalgns  should  be
launched 1o challenge myths
surrounding rape, educate
communities on the lmpor-
tance of believing survivors,
and encourage bystander
Intervention Lo prevent
violence,

Palice peferma are equally
urgent, The inefficlency and
Insensitivity of law enforce-

ment often discourage su-
vivors from reporting crimes. Dedicated emergency
dial numbers should be staffed with personnel trained
to handle sexual violence cases with empathy and
efficiency

First responders and forenslc teams must adhere
to strict protocels for evidence collection, post-

YOGITA
BHAYANA

mortems, and forensic Investigations, Special
Investigation Units (SIUs) should be created with-
I police departments, comprising forensic experts,
counsellors and leg
handle sexual violence cas
sitlsation tealnlng for all police personnel must be
conducted during induction and as annual refresh-
£F Courses,

The wor kpl.u--.hmld be a space of safety and dig-
nibty fior all, yet harassment and violence persist, POSH
tralning and audits must be strictly enforced across
all organisations, ensuring Ilulll]!{l:l!lﬂ.u with antl-
harassment policies, Internal Comminees (ICs)
should undergo annual audits to assess thelr effec-
tiveness in handling sexual harassment complaints,

Speclal protections should be introduced for
waomen labourers and construction workers, ensur-
Ineg access to safe worklng conditions, legal recourse,
and healthcare facilities. Shelter homes tor homeless
women and children must be set up acroas urban and
rural areas, providing them with a secure environ-
ment, Workplaces must offer safe and affordable
childcare Facilities to support working mothers,

The media and dmlmll platforms wield lmmense
power In shaping perceptions and behaviours, A
natiowide ban on pormography must be considered,
given its proven link to Increased sexual violenc
Research suggests that a significant percentage of sex-
ual viodence perpetrators have been Influenced by
poenographic content, OTT platforms must be sub-

Ject o steingent regulations regarding the deplction
of sexual violence, preventing the glorification of such
acts, The media should actively promote positive nar-
ratives that challenge regressive gender norms and
advocate for women's salety and dignity,

At the same thme, online safety laws must be
strengthened 1o curb cyber harassment, deeplake
pornography, and digital sexual vielence. Soclal
media platforms should be held accountable for
removing explodative content and enswring survivor
privacy,

While policy reforms and legal mechanisms play
a crucial role In addressing sexual violence, true
change will only come when soclety as a whaole rises
agalnst this menace. "Women and Child y
Misston 2029° envislons an India where, by 2029,
women and children can live free from the fear of
violence. This misslon calls for multl-sectoral col-
laboration, involving the government, businesses,
media, educational instiutions, bw enforcernent, and
clvil soclety. T uige every cltbzen, pollcymaker, and
stakeholder to jodn hands in this fight. We must
demand swift and uncompromising justice for rape
survivors and implement meaningful changes to pre-
vent future crimes, Together, let us ensure that

“Agaaz” s not just an initiative, but the beglnning
of @ safer, more just India for all,
(Thse e I rape Mctim activist & founder
‘views are personal)
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Women's Day has rolled

around again, Thank

God and the Constitu-

tion that we can sy that
women in India ot least are
free and equal. But can we?
Thede jure and de facto real-
ity is that there has been
many a slip between the cup
and the lip.

‘The fact that women's sta-
tus has to be debated and
defended constantly is itself
pmof that degrees of equali-
Ly and freedom are constant-
IyinMux

The Constitution provides
a robust statulory fram
work for eqquality. Recogn
ing the historica] disadva
toges foced by women, it
specifically forbids diserimi-
nation and has put in place
legisktive and institutional
pathways to equality How-
ever, much of the impact les
unrealised as policy and
practice towards equality are
fitfully implemented and
mecliated through a cultural
lens, which is often in con-

m‘e tl'ihllﬂf JALANDHAR | SATURDAY | 8 MARCH 2025

trachict jon to the codified low,
In India, where deeply held
sodetal norms dash every-
day with constitutional obli-
gations, the churmning of an
essentially feudal society
intomodernity bringswith it
conflict and contradiction

The example of marital
rape illustrates this. The
very label ‘marital rape
embodies inherent contra-
dictions. Forone, it acknow]-
edges the presence of the
wre element of rape: the
absence of genuine consent.
Yet, the prefix ‘marital is
used to introduce legal and
socal absolution, as if say-
ing "Yes, this is rape but you
@n have a free get-out-of-
joil-free camd *

The stubbormn exdusion
from punishment for marital
rape is based on the prind-
jple that once the knot is tied,
awoman has forever given
up her consent to sexal
intercourse and that some
kind of right of bespass
accrues in the husband.

The mtionale that implicit-
Iy accepts that sexual vio-
lence is permissible in the
muse of holding together
the family’ forces one to ask
wearily again: what legitima-
oy does 'Tamily have that is
based on oppression and
sexual slavery of its women?
What does marriage being
‘sacrosanct really boil down
to when it accommaodates at
its core a permission o com-
mit acts which for any other
individual would be a crime

OPED
Women's Day rhetoric vs everyday reality

SAVE MY DIGNITY

I AM YOUR DAUGHTER

UNEQUAL: Within marriage, o woman's 'no is.dismigarded, saumes

but is sanctionsd within a
sored  space,  merely
because it is done by one
particular perpetrator?
Ironically, within mar-
riage, a woman's 'no’ is dis-
regarded while outside, her
yes', where she willingly
mnsents o relationships
that deviate from societal or
familial expectations, is
overridden by societal or
familial disapproval
All wo often, where an
wdull womans status or
behaviour is seen as ‘unbe-
ooming — say when she
runs away or enters into a
Eve-in relationship or mar-
ries a person of her cholee
against the family’s consent
every obvious ruse to

Exclusion from
punishment for
marital rape is
based onthe
principle that a wife
hasforevergiven up
her consent to
sexual intercourse.

regain control of her, like fil
ing police reports alleging
minority, trafficking or kid-
napping is brought to
bear. And, the state's institu-
tions — who should know
better — too, often respond
on the basis of a shared
marality rather than the pro-
visions of law that confer
upon her the absalute rght
to make her own choices and
still be entitled to the protee
tion of all agendes of state,
The obvious disapproval
for behaviour  comes
through in mndom sermon-
ising about bad or ‘rebel or
ilicit’' behaviour and invoca-
thons of religlon and tradi-
tion that forbid premarital
relations and, indeed, even

provide for strict medieval
punishments.

Sexual subjugation and
restriction  of  individual
choice are elements and
means  of  perpetuating
broader baked-in designs of
inequality.

Most recently, the Uttarak-
hand High Court upheld the
mandatory registration of
live-in relationships under
the state's new Uniform Civ-
il Code (BCC). While report-
edly remarking about the
‘brazenness of living toge th-
er, it reasoned that the state
is nol prohibiting live-in
relationships but  merely
regulating them. It essen-
tially took the stance that if a
relationship is openly lived,
themn it is not private

This is false ecuival
Just beeause a relationship is
vigble to the community
does not mean the state has
automatic  authority  to
demand it be formally
recorded. The very idea that
the state is compelling regis-
tration on pain of punish-
ment raises gerious ques-
tions about the states
overmach into personal lives
and, under the guise of pro-
viding ‘protection’, opens the
main gate o surveillance.

Worse. Instead of making
sure that the state will pro-
tect everyone from threat
from any quarter as it is its
bounded duty to do for
anyone, the law implies
that it is in the state's dis-
cretion w0 opt for who

e

“deserves” protection and
who will be denied it

All this runs counter to the
Supreme Court which has
repeatedly  affirmed  the
valiclity of livedn relation-
ships, affirmed the right to
privacy and the right to live
together without interfer-
ence. The UCC negates il

The constitutional impera-
tive requires that like every
other individual, women
must be and feel safe,
whether in public or in pri-
vate. Not because they are
some special artegory of vul
nerable people, but becouse
they are making their own
choes in a rube-oflow
nation. The state has a duty
to actively ensure it and be
active in discarding the
shackles of cutdated tradi-
tions that deny women their
rightful place in a just and
equitable sockety.

Culture,  dynamic  and
absorptive, shifts unevenly
to influence societies, grasp-
img what is just.and fairwhile
discarding ossified old preju-
dices and proctices that have
long lost their mtionale.

In the end, when another
and snother and another
Women's Day rolls around,
women's  struggle for
equality and equity will

teal underpinning for
the country’s social stabili-
ty and economic progress.

To respect women is to
respect the Constitution.
Denial is discrimination.

Whywomen sarpanches are still not empowered

PREM CHOWDHRY
EXFELLOW, INDILAN COUNCIL OF
HSTORCAL RESEARCH

ITH
much
emphasis
on
women's
betterment and  empower-
ment in Indiathese days, it is
time we evaluated the story
of a programme highlighted
as a women bencfidary
scheme, It relates to women's
role in the panchayat system,
which has been acdaimed as
truly ‘women-otented. The
state of Haryana is a good
example o measure the
veradty ofthis claim.

‘The Haryana Panchayati
Raj (Second Amendment)
Act, 2020 prendcdes 50 peroent
reservation for women. Con-
sequently, at present, there
are 6,186 sarpanches i
Haryana. Of them, 3521 are
maleand 2,585 fernale. Out of
these, 14368 sampanches
belong to the Scheduled
Castes, 1671 to the Other
Backward Classes and 3079
to the general category.

This gives the impression
that there has been increased
empowerment of women in
the gram panchayals of
Haryuna because the Pan-

s0

nches have litthe share init.
The ermneous impression of
increased empowerment of
women is further strength-
ened by the fact that educa-
tion is the basie requirement
for a woman to become a
sarpanch. Thus, all of them
have edumbion abowe the
middle school level, with
some of them having educa-
tion above that level,

However, the daim of
increased empowerment of
women in Panchayati Raj
institutions by prescribing
the minimum educational
qualification sands
challenged by the ground
realities.

By mak ing it mandatory for
its candidates to be eighth
and tenth pass, along with
other criteria like the two-
child norm and toilets, the
Govemment of Haryana tand
Rajasthan) has  debarred
miore than 70 per cent of the
mural electomte, espedally
women, from contesting the
mnchayat poll.

It has also made haredly any
difference tothe women rep-
mesentatives who get elected
as they continue to face dis-
aimination. They are gener-
ally ignored and bypassed in
offidal, semiofficial and even
informal meetings by the
make  elected  representa-
tives. The male officials man-
ning the governmen!

RIGID NORMS: InHaryana, women are stil expected to cover their heads infront of their ma le peers

and elders, especially at public places. TREUNEFROTD

their leadership and voice in
public affairs.

What can one expect in a
state where rigid sociocul
tural norms, such as the par-
dah pratha or the covering
of the head by women in
frontof their male peers, isa
reality, more so if the males
are elders and they are at o
public place.

Women are also required
not to speak out in male
gatherings in general and
cover their face with a veil.
This orientation is extended
to the panchayat and gram
sabha meetings.

The sarpanch's husband,
the so-called sarpanch pati,

machinery, too, by

prefer W interact with the
make representatives.

Thiz has fostered the cul-
ture of sarpanch pati orprd-

inthe village. People vote for
him, and not for the proxy
wormnan candidate, He is the
person who mobilises the

The district
administrations
must take afirm

stand and not allow
the male kin of
elected women
representatives (o
functionas their

politics. During elections, be
it panchayut, assembly or
parliamentary, be is involved
in  ooordinating  election
efforts. For all practical pur-
poses, once the proxywoman
sarpanch

village. Some other families
hurriedly married their sons
o the girls fulfilling the edu-
cational qualifications
required for contesting the
offfice of the sarpanch.

The position of the back-
weard caste women
sarpanches s worse becaise
the landless backward dass-
es from the artisan services
or agricultural labour class
cannot dare o have any con-
trol over the power structure
of the village.

The pasition of the Sched-
ule Caste women sarpanches
s the worst beciuse they suf-
fer from a double disadvan-
tage — firstas Dalits and sec-
ondly as women,

This mizxed caste represen-
tation is vigble in the pan-
chayal meetings, where
women mepresentatives are
seen wearing the ghanghat.

The women representa-
tives face multiple burdens

is elected, the as they are expected to bal

surpanch pati runs the show.  ance their public life with

In fact, this ph I their d jic and caregiv-
husbands of  ingr bil

sarpanch patis
the sarpanch ) performing the
roke of their wives who get
elected as srpanch inthe vil-
lage has been extended. Now,
there ame sorpanch bhais
fwoman sarpanch’s brother),
sampanch pitas (sarpanch’s
fother), sarpanch  sosurs
(father-in-low  of sarpanch)
and mrpanch jeths felder
brother-indaw of sarpanch).
This has happened because
some families that did not
have an educated daughter-
indaw decided o fiekd their

The elected women are hes-
itant to take financial deci-
sions indepencdently, which
leads to their being depend-
enl on thelr husbands'male
relatives. It restricts the
development of an independ.-
enl mindset as well as a
measure of autonomy and
independent sction

Moreover, most  elected
women panchayat membsers
lick sufficdent knowledge of
the governance structures.
As aresult, they are ofteniso-

appointed functionaries in
the panchayat

This vacuum creates a
space for male relative or
other males to stepin, effec
tively rendering the elected
wWomen representatives
powerkess,

Women's representation in
panchayats is  thenefore,
more symbaolic than real. The
eleded women representa-
tives in most panchayat s face
alack ofor mited opportuni-
ties and access to mpid and
customised  capacity-build-
ing training. They also have
very imited access o men-
tors who can advise and
guide them in their new
roles, making them effective
political leaders. They must
get training in effective loml
governance,

Clearly, there is an urgent
need torectify the matters.
The district administra-
tions must take a firm
stand and not allow the
male kin of elected women
representatives to function
a8 their proxies,

Further, s group of educat-
e women must be formied by
the Wornen and Child Devel-
opment Department (o assst
the women sarpanches. Self
help groups may also be
encouraged toextend logistic
support to  the women
sarpanches. For  capacity-
building of women sarpanch-
s, exclusive programmes
may be organised.

All these efforts are urgent-
ly needed as the Haryamd
sodety remains rooted in a

chayati Raj System is  han pati, depriving the elect-  community on the ground roxies. educated daughters toretain  kated, with hardly any sup-  culture which is hardly mind-
surpanch<centric and the  ed women representatives of  and has a pulse on the local the chaudhar (power) in the  port from the government-  ful of'womens rights.
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Ukraine peace talks require a real US security guarantee

ANDREAS KLUTH

on't be distracted by whatever
the Us and

Ukralne may or may not hash out
In the coming weeks, for it will not
address the main cbstacle to the kind of
cepse-fire between Russia and Ukralne
that US Presldent Donald Trump so badly
‘wants to broker. That question is: How
«can third-pary guarantors credibly assure
h rity of Ulkral an armistice?

“minerals deal”

Credibility: Every devil in every detail
{s wrapped up in that one word. The con-

describing is a tripwire force, A lteral
tripwire is a thread thar, when a tres-

Ameri

ceptis kept
busy u]m( !lnne the American scholar
Thomas Schelling (who later won a
Nobel Prize for his work in game theory)
analysed types of deterrence during the
early Cold War, We can't ask Schellingto
weigh in on Ukraine today (he died in
2016). But here's what he wrote abour
— and ablk

ly abour d ent

their British and French partners as well
— stationed In West Berlin at the time.

“What can 7,000 American troops do,
or 12,000 Allled troops?.” he asked.
“Bluntly, they can die. They can die
herolcally, dramarically, and in a manner
that guarantees that the action cannot
stop there, They represent the pride, the
honowr, and the reputation of the United
Srares government and its armed forces;
and they can apparently hold the entire
Red Army at bay.” What Schelling was

Wladimir Putin,

ILLUSTRATION;

A gift thatkeeps giving

VIEWPOINT

to bounce back lasers beamed
from Earth, and a low-frequency
radio recelver for measuring
charged particles,

One of the rovers will try o
establish a 4G network, using &
mew Nokia router, which connects
rovers and the lander, [f success-
ful, this will be extended to
include other lunar vehicles and
eventually provide mobdle servic-
s to the Artemis Misslon, which

DEVANGSHU DATTA envisages an orbital station
around the Moon, as well as &

"esterday, Intuitive manned lab on the surface.
Machines (IM), a private Grace hops because that may

company based out of
Houston, Texas, landed an
unmanned vehicle. Athena. on
the Moon. This Is IM's second
Moon landing. Another Texas

be the fastest mode of surface
wravel. The Moon's lack of
atmosphere makes fight impos-
sible without using rockets, unlike

M.alg whe]e MASA successfully
Ity. Grace

Firefly
landed its Blue Ghost lander on
Sunsday, becoming the second pri-
vl company to reach Luna.

Both missions are part of
NASA's 326 billion Commerclal
Lunar Payload Services (CLPS)
programme, which partners with
private industry to cut costs and
support Artemis, a mission to
return man to the Moon.

Athena will drill in search of
ice, testbed a 4G nerwark, and
launch three rovers along with &
new hopping drone, Grace—aptly
named after computer ploneer
Grace Hopper, The earlier IM
lander, Odysseus, made it to the
surface in February 2024 but it

will hop int a canyon so deep it
has never seen sunlight. If the
hopper works, It could make
explorations considerably easier.
The Blue Ghost lander from
Firefly is designed for a different
purpose, Firefly is contracted to
deliver payloads of up to 150 kgs /
trip to the lunar surface, This
reusahle module waould be I-neyw
meeting the loglstics d

improve mapping and explora-
tlon tasks. When combined with
a mobile network, it would
wastly improve safety parame-
vers for human exploration and
would make it much easler o
accurately plot trips between
Earth and the Moon,

Note that. although the Moon
s viny, we don't really know what
one slde looks like, The so-called
“darkside” s permanently facing
away from Earth, Also due to the
absence of surface water, the
Moon's land area is roughly a
quarter of Earths land area,
though its toal surface area is
only about 7 per cent of Earth's.

Artemis alms to  place
humans in orbit around the
Moon and land a manned mis-
skon by 2027. While the timelines
may be delayed, Elon Musk has
a big personal stake in the suc-
cess of these missions through
SpaceX. 5o Its unlikely funding
will be slashed, The Indlan Space

[Passer It, triggers an alarm
or & detonation or some other con-
sequence that the intruder has reason wo
fear. A metaphorical trlpwire is a rel-
atlvely modest deployment of troops that
could never stop an invading army but
that would, if eliminated by the enemy,
ocompel the home nation to seek revenge
the war,

Deterrence ks sald to be strong when
rwo conditions are met: First, the country
(or coalition) thar sent the tripwire force
must seem committed to avenging its
rroops if they are harmed. Second, the
country must also be capable of defeat-
ingthe aggressor, which inthe Ukrainian
soenario is Russla under its president,

The Allied tripwire forces in Weast

Berlinand West Germany were an exam-
ple of successful deterrences The Cold

1KY SINHA
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of capability and credibility. No mater
what else Trump and others propose,
thiere ks no skiming the dilernma: Earnest

War, despite several hai

Ising crises,
never murmed hot. Beyond that case,
though, precedents of credible tripwire
strategles are rare, as Dan Relter at
Emory University and Paul Poast at the
University of Chicago have shown,

In 1949, for example, the Americans
kept enough forces In East Asla to deter
& Morth Korean artack on South Korea,

but by 1950 the i

shrank. the mripwire Ins.l cledjbilllv and

make

the North went to war. §

send the troops.

from [nvading again,

Mow consider why

vides the peacekeepers, the quesljnn at
least isn't about theoretical capability —
the American military could winany sin-
gle fight it chooses. Not so when others
In today's Ukrainian
context, too, it s moot whether, say, a
Franco-British tripwire force without
Amerlcan backing would be elther
capable or credible in deterring Purin

Ukrainlan  But that runs i

vy Is so dis-
heartened by everything Mr Trump and
JDVance have sald and done for the past
month, during which they've taken up
the Kremlin's absurd narrative that
Ukralne (rather than Russia) is the
aggressor, During the disastrous bust-up
Inthe twval Office last week, the point the
Ukrainian was trying (and failing) to
this need for security
puarantees to be credible, meaning

bhacked.

The security guarantee that Mr
Zelenskyy understandably wants, and Mr
Putin fears, |s Ukralne's accession to
WATO, Inexplicably for somebody who
fancies himself a dealmaker, Mr Tru
has already taken that chip off the tehle
before negotlations have even begun. So
the European NATO allles and other
‘Western countries. are now discussing Lay-
Imga tripwire w‘thcm Amellc.an!u.ppan

fire talks cannot begin without the
prospect of credible security gnarantees;
no guarantes can be credible without the
US; bt the US under MeTrump s moving
away from such a commirment.

During the Cold War, American pres-
idents of both partles saw the stakes in
hotspots such as West Berlin as nothing
less than what Schelling called “the
pride, the honour, and the repuration of
the United States.” Mr Trump and Mr
Vance are quite clear that they define the
stakes in Ukraine, which is fighting for
Its survival as a natlon, as little more than
the rare earths In it ground. “I'm not
worrled about security,” Mr Trump
snarled at Zelenskyy in the Oval Office,
“I'm worried about getting the deal
done” The more Mr Trump says that, the
less Mr Zelenskyy can trust, and thus
enter, talks to end the war.

Trick or retreat

Itis fashionable to curse Rajiv for Bofors and more, but the truth is
that1985-89 was the only period in our historywhen weapon
acquisitions were proactive and futuristic

hils beyging with a spodler alest— iFyou prom-
ise not to read the postscripe first. In this
column, I play a trick on you.

After ages, Indla has a chief who speaks the
hard truth. Alr Chief Marshal A P Singh has per-
!Is(eml'yand firmby drawn attenti on to the Indian

r Force!

among others off-the-shelf were wise and brave,
like a senlor doctor risking a serles of Immediate
surgeries vo save a deteriorating patient. The
second is & question. How does the world's
fourth-largest milizary, with two live borders,
manage to keep itself in the ICU forever—often

wlth it= rivals, He even held uplhemllmrmlhe
hellest of the holy among our PSU monopolies,
HAL, on cameras and microphones. This is
refreshing when you're used to hearing from a
successlon of chiefs self-plrying plan‘rud.es like:
“we will fight with what we have.”

The reaction to the Alr Chief breaking the
sllence barrier is predictable. Anybody peinting
to what the armed forces are short of Is Instine-
tivedy accused of belng Import-hungry or sold out.
Tl heln!l.nus.tlnn An evil cabal is preventing India

f les and keeping
it depend P unaffordable import
fi has also become an “infl " pursuit

and even the chiefs are wary.
Then, Donald Trump throws the
F-35 fat Into this fire.

‘This all-pervasive fear makes
defence purchases nearly impos-
sible. Too litle s made in India
vet, and even whan it 1s, most of
It is in tight joint ventures, Much
aswe boast about riging levels of
" (why don't we

Research Organlsation (lsro) and
private Indian players have
stakes in Artemis.

Space exploration has iws
'hlue sky" aspect. l'hnt is. the

a manned lmssinn. where astro-
nauts work on the Moon for
extended periods.

The first load did consist of
multiple sclentific experiments.
Apart from: testing soll, Blue Ghost
will deploy radiarion-resistant

discovery p tono
immediate payoff.

In the very long term, mean-
ing decades down the line, space
mining may be a highly profit-
able venture. In the short term
though, the commercial payoffa
w‘]]l come Emm adnprlng the

say Indian?), ask yourself this:
After making over 200 Sukhol
30-MKIs and countless Jaguars
or even: MiGs, can we build one
entirely on our own even now?
We won't reverse-engineer like
cheapskate Chinese, you see.
All of this was why we called the purchase of
36 Rafalesa gutsy move—it broke a stalemare and
defled the viclous lobbylng and leak-versus-leak
battles In New Delhd, But we also acknowledged
the validity of the counter-argument: How did
India paint itself into such a corner? The result

SHEKHAR GUPTA

didn't stay upright. Th comp fortesting. d and gain- was a £5 billion off-the-shelf purchase made in
Athena has alzo landed awk- It's already scored a major suc- — ing a better 1ding of the | like haste. That tag—“top arms
wardly, Both landers are 4.6 cess. One of its trials, NASA's  way things work. Importer”—Is the greatest self-inflicted wound
metres tall and spindly — roughly  Lunar GNSS Recelver E: S far, l has and curse of the Indian system.

the height of a giraffe. Most (LuGRE), designed by ltaly'sspace  delivered Sﬁ|81 energy robatics, Stockholm-based SI1PRI, which estimates
landers tend to be squat and boxy  agency, h recelved  global and an Imports in terms of constant 1990 dollars, puts
because it's easler to keep such & global positloning system (GPS)  improved understanding of cll- the value of Indla's total arms imports in 10 years
deslgn stable due to & low centre  slgnals beamed from Earth's arble.  mate sclence, That's quite apart (20015-24) at a litthe over $237 hilllon, (9.8 per cent
of graviry. In theary, this means lunar loca-  from things like compact gym of global arms imports). The average ls a mere

The landers carry a host of
gear. There are several privately
funded payloads, as well as mul-
tple NASA instruments. Those
include a laser retroreflector

o L by d and placed

on grids as aocurately as terrestrial
ones—though the process is more
complex and expensive.

This  could enormousky

wehicles, hydroponles, tele-
medicine and GPS. Space could
continue o be the gift that
keeps giving.

$2.3 billion per year,

Twio polnts arise. First, that Narendra Modl's
declslons o order Rafales, Apaches, M-777
mountain howitzers, Harpoon missiles, MH-60
Romeo naval helicopter. and MQ-98 drones,

NATIONAL INTEREST

surgery in the middle of the
night over a weekend?

‘Canberea (since retired), was nursed hack to base
by a deft crew with a crippled engine. All four
were hit by shoulder-fired missiles. Once 1AF
woke up, bought overnighe laser kits from lsrael
for itz night-flying, high-altinede Mirages, the
picture chan,

This isn't meant [n be a lltany nf DI.II cfm!m
hai" shor- I
thom, Mthapukuglesw}_llca Jong: w‘hythlg fear
of buylng? Since 1987, cne reason s the Bofors
syndrome. Every defence purchase is franght,
delayed or “thrown in orbit”, the description
‘George Fernandes preferred for sendinga ﬂl.ejmn
ap splral of indecision. T
Delhi the easiest playground for arms danlers
middlemen, and a newer phenomenon, the ded-
lcated, B-to-B, arms bazaar media. The public s
confused berwesn negotiations, shifting require-
ments, a constant whiff of worry that the system
|sowned by thisevil arms irade. At the sametime,
‘we import han any other naton. You want

r,to make izl 1t for thi
ch/u could reword the same questions: Mr

Ediror, go get your head examined, how can you
ACcuse a country importing most armaments of
suffering from a fear of scquisitions? How can it
then 'be perpetually shore nfcr]tl.cn] wpnnrv‘

a paradox: A K Antony, our most risk-aversa,
most antl-American defence minkster since 1941,
ended up buying more from the US, through gov-
emment-to-government (C-130s, C-17s, P-8ls)
dea]s.lhm1nnmenureindependemhlsmry.mr

the mulljpl.e parnd.emes of India’s defenne plan
ning, deserving a couple of tomes. My favourie
Is Armeing Withaut Alming, jointly weltten hy the
late Stephen P Cohen and Sunil Dasgupta (who
worked with me at India Today three decades
agn). The book bemoans the lack
of & culture of strategic thinking
and planning in India.

The Indian docirine, they
imply, s purely tactical, epl-
sodic, immediate-need-based.
My own most telling inslght on
this sits in my rather fimsy per-
sonal archives, [t's & note scrib-
bled with a pencil on a scrap
from Jaswant Singh. He slipped
It to me with a smile at a strate-
gle affairs brainstorming at
Salzburg, in the summaer of 1994,
as General Sundarfi held forth
on the weaknesses In India's
strategic doctrine. “1 headed the parllamentary
committee to examine India's military-strategic
doctrine,” wrote Jaswant Singh. “We concluded
there was no strategy and no doctrine.”

There is zero evidence this has changed.
Becanse if it had, we would not be buying front-
line fighters off-the-shalf, as if picking grocerles
at & supermarket of toys at Hamleys, Or Spike
antl-tank missiles a few hundred at a time, and
Infantry rifles in barches of 60,000 or there-
ahouts. This has been the history of our defence
purchases. except for a remarkable phase
berween 1985 and 1989 under Rajlv Gandhl. But
that lefi behind the Bofors virs,

Fear leads to fatal minlmalism. How was &

de-risked uying
teaditbomn, though with more urgency.

‘The only way to fight phoblas is to face them,
It is fashionable to curse Rajiv for Bofors and
maore, bur the truth is, 1965-89 was the only period
In our history when weapon acquisitions were
proactive, futurstic and redefined our largely
defensive tactical doctrines, Sundarfls Brass
Tacks and Checkerboard exerclses “fought”™ the
‘wars in enemy territory. Even today, much of the
hardware the three forces would fleld in a war
‘was procured under Rajiv— Mirages, T-72 tanks,
new-serles MiGs, BMP armoured fighting
vehicles, and, of course, Bofors artillery. During
those years, our defence budget crossed the
Lakshrnan Rekha of 4 per cent of GDP,

i i how self-d Ing this phobla

Is. check some data. Our defence imports over a
decade amount to less than half of our annual
godd imports and, more tellingly, under 5 per cent
of kellance Industries’ impaort bill and about B per
«cent of that of Indian Ol Corporation, a PSUL Our
annual aversge military Impaorts, ar $2.3 billlon,
Is bess than one-fourth of our fermiliser imports,
Why |= buying for the kisan less scandal-prome or
muore virtwous than buying for the jawan?

Controversy dogs defence impars not because
thery are huge, but because they are small, plece-
meal, with many vendors, and the *system”
this fear. If we don't comquer this phobia, we will
keep Anding oursalves in the 10U over a weekend,
needing &n emergency ransfusion, ifnot surgery,
soon encugh,
Postscript: Here's the wrick | played on you. 1
had weltten a Mational Interest on April 27, 2005,
ln the wake of the Rafabe controversy, This weal,

MiG-21 Elson shoved into a wolf pack of F-l6s
after Balakot? Remember the Initlal setbacks
thie IAF suffered in Kargll, whan it lost two MiGs
and a Mi-17 attack helicoprer, with all crew
killed—except for one, who was taken as a

the same text, changing
the fAgures and updating the context. This shows
that the more things change—aor don't—the more
the joke ks on the fourth-largest military power in
the world.

POW? A fowrth, asturdy photo-

ThePrint

Imperator of Mars

EYE CULTURE

explorers prepared todie inthe
adventure, and eventuallyaresident

travel o the Red Planet if given the
chance and assurance of a safe returmn.
Theassumptionofaguaranteed
safie journey lsunlikely wbecome a
realiry anytimesoon. As Mr Musk
himselfhas put it, “Thisisavery hard,

ATANL BISWHAS population. dangerous, anddifficult thing—not
Sometime in2021, the Teslaboss forthe faintofheart, There'sa good
lon Musk made his stage changed his Twitter—now X—bloto chance you'll die; it'sgoing o be towgh.
debur at a campaign rally read: “Technokingof Tesla, Imparator | golng. but itwill be pretty glodous 1£it
alongskde Donald Trump on of Mars" Inancient Rome, woirks out.”
‘October 5 at the Butler, “Impe * referrad [s rsts find lluring
, rural hy military il Hmwel.mr destination? Mr Musk has previously
gnmnd But did W ice the estim prices for potential
T-shint peeking out from under his champdon (hebdeactfmhmsinng Marssettlers berwean $100.000and
Jacket? "Occupy Mars™ was written dthat over 3 "l wark
thereasa n. (heyemmhmnne inthe 1990 and save up and eventually have
MrMusk'sSpaceX delayed s Hallywood film Total Recall, stardng | $100,000and be ablerogoto Marsif

elghth Starship rocket test this wee k
‘duetoa booster problem, Theworld's

ArnoldSchwarzenegges and Sharon
Stone, and setin 2084, Marsisa

theywant,” hestated. Indead, Mr
Musk? However, ifthe trip lsnot safe

Donald Trump defies assumptions

TICKER

MIHIR § SHARMA

merlcan Presldent
Donald Trump's second
dministration has, in a

few short weeks, made it obvious
that it will be nothing like the
first. Mr Trump is moving far
more quickly and decisively on
an agenda that Is conslderably
more extreme than what was vis-

There are many posslble rea-
sons for this change. There are

older and angrier after four years
out of office, during which hewas
kicked off soclal media and
became the target of multiple
criminal investigations. The
President might now be con-
vinced the US' state apparatus is
anragonistic to him personally in
away that he did not fully belleve
inhis last term.

The combination of a clearer
agenda, fewer people invested In
the traditlonal structure of
American government, and Mr
Trump's resentment might
explain why the administration
has acted so quickly w dismantle
various pamns of the state, from
the ald bureaucracy to its alll-
ance system. NMothing ks off the
table in this administration.
Certainly the military and the
intelligence services will be pol-
iticised at the highest levels.

But it may not stop there. If the
President belleves the Federal

this u'nlled States (US) admlnlsr
tthe:

last,

Is holding back growth in
the next four years, he will bring
it to heel and end its 75 years of

him less. Those who are part of
— or those who

want to uge it for thelr own ends,
like Elon Musk — have had longer
to prepare for this moment, given
that this vicoory was not as much

richest person is indeed a dregm cobonised planet ruled by Vilos enough, would thereeven beenough
merchant. HisSpaceX almsto pur Cohaagen, adespoticleader who ultra-rich wurists avallable?
hurmans on Mars by 2026 and then controlstheextract Th f coboni: is
bulld aself-sustaining city ofa turbindum ore. ennrmul.lsandimohesmughlyﬁl
million inhabitants by 2050, perhaps However, howwould the Martian billlon fareverytonneof
under glassdomes, as portrayed in economy function inreal life? Tostart | payload delivered totheplanet's
JamesSACorey'sseresofnovels The | andmaintaineconomicactivideson | surface. Evenithe wordd's richest
Expennse, Apparently, Mr Musk fears. Mars, labour, capital, and 't be able to i he ible in early 2007
animpending "population collapse” even theatmosphere mas be Mar!mlssl.manhl!m Andif
onlimh and e that life d froum Earth. Wh ricey ospect of a profitor
! il Irvest hat Mars | return, would the govermment or fewer mainstream
emherelramemnrsmhe like the would hereconomic i d?
onethat Future, atleast, Af ‘thevast
oceurs, or iFworld War 111 breaks out nthermanapngsihle required forcolondsing Mars could for example, which
and hurnaniry destroys itself, As one tourist attraction. Instead be directed toward missions
may remember, inthe Antony However, not everyone s alned ar | | his
Haffran-di d 2000 film Red hv}.lr.umk!enrhusl.asm catastrophe on Earth, suchas
Planet, setin 2056, hasbeen | forMars. for loweringthe temperature by 2degrees.
terraforming Mars as its new home by example algued that the money Celaius. Could that even reducethe
bringing atmosphere-producing fAghting UrgEncy chvilisaton?
algaeto itssurface inresponse to hunger and poverty instead . Yet, the Mars project marches onwith of a surprise a5 20016,

Eanh's ecological crises. Sounds
somewhatsimilar?

According oa YouGov survey from
2021, around three-quarters of

full vigour, with organisations Hke
NASA, Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin, and Mr

Mriusk t n v
ofcolonizing Marswould involvea spendingthe rest of thelrlives on thetitleafImperatorof Mars.
ﬂeetnfreusahlespa:emlps.a Mars even ifa safe journey is assured.

uhstant Bll(nns!uruwed

might never be recovered, courageous

Theauthoris professoraf statistics, Indian
detical Inst it Kofkarta

hl; muhn\ In2009sald they

Perhaps Mr Trump and his
partisans have also been embaold-
ened by the relative scale of thelr
victoey over Kamala Harris, which
was not as narrow as his defeat of
Hillary Clinton. Or perhaps the
reason 1s simpler: Mr Trump is

ind d Wfoneof
plcked judges on the US Supmme
Court defles him — as some
reports suggest Amy Coney
Barrets might, after she sided with
the courts lberal minoricy
recently — then there s linle
doube thar some way will be found
o restrict judicial independence
aswell, IfMr Trump looks around,
he will see that there are enough
examples of how these alms can
be easily accomplished in large
democTacles.

The swifiness with which Mr

Trump has betrayed Ukraine 15
less surprising than the speed
with which he has moved on
domestie prlorities, It was clear
that he had no love lost for the
oountry that was at the centre of
his impeachment deama. Nor
should it be a shock that the US
has acted on trade pollcy and tar-
{ffa with more alacriry than it did
last time. Mr Trump has, if any-
thing, become more convinced
ower time of the utility of protec-
tlondsm as asource of growth and
even revenue.

‘The multiple fronts on which
the new administration has
motten to work in the past weeks
has  perhaps overwhelmed
observers, There is very lintbe anal-
yals of whar has been revealed of
the broader thrust of the admin-
Istration’s strategy — o1, more
likely, instincts. And this is a pity,
Ibecause this is in fact the most
surprising thing.

Two things have been long
assumed about the Trump
movement and Mr Trump him-
self. First, that the movement Is
about retalning and re-asserting
the US" primacy In world affairs,
That Is, after all. what a plain
reading of "make America great
again” (Maga) would sugpest,
And second, that the President
himself is all about the "art of the
deal”. and s focused on transac-
tional politics and commerce,
But what if both of these things
are untrue? Certainly, the flvst
weeks of the second Trump
administration have challenged
these assumptions.

Far from focusing on
Amerlcan leadership, the Maga
movement {s  happler  with
American retreat. It does not see
the need for the US to pamol the
world's seas at great expense, or
to have along lisz of tributary and
dependent states. Itdoes not even
want to bring its enamies —
Russia, China, or lran — low if
dolngsewould impose the slight-
estcoston ftself, The Maga move-
ment is not about American
POWEF OF SUPIEMACY.

‘The "great” that it wants for
America is purely focused on the
country's internal organisation.
The US" economic and financlal
lead over the rest of the world is
greater than it ever has been, so
this is not abour aggregate income
oranythingas basic i economists
asthat, [t lsskmply about restoring
the values, Hiestyles, and aspira-
thons of the 1950s.

And Mr Trump's behaviour,
alongside that of his administra-
tlom, is not focused on a rational,
transactional restructuring of US
commitments, Mo, It feels pro-
foundly ideclogical: Refocusing
the US as a managed democracy
with traditional values. His part-
ners in this are those countries
with similar approaches, Russia
and China, not those who are dis-
appointingly liberal, like Europe
and Canada Burope will ger
higher tariffs than China, because
he dislikes the former move, This
|5 an unusually Ideologleally com-
mitted government, it s just so
much a reverse that the shift has
gone unnoticed.



NEW DELHI

518 NOT AN
IUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,
- Rannath Goenba

REVERSE CAPEX DROP,
PRIVATE FINANCE STALL
FOR SMOOTH GROWTH

RIVATE sector investments remain the missing link in
India’s growth. Latest estimates show private sector capl:
tal expenditure fell to a threeyear low of 11.2 percent in
20z, below the pre-Covid average of 118 percent. Wor
ryingly, analysts believe the downward trend will likely
coiitine i the current fscal, with eapest potentially dropping
Bebow 11 percent of GDE This ks despite Irdia Ine's profi tability
touching near decadal highs. Crisil says corporate revenue
growth will likely accelerate to § peroent in 202526 on the back
of higher velumes, At the same thme, profitabllity is set to in-
creage for the third successive year on the back of 2oft commaod.
ity prices, However, companies are deploying money to retire
debt rather than investing in creating new capacities when ca-
pacity utilisation levels are high Uncertainties due to a volatile
global environment and unevenness in domesthe demand are
also restraining corporates from unleashing ankmal spirits.
Between 2015 and 2000, investments stagnated at 2.9 per.
cent owing to delays in project exeeution, the twin-balanee
problem and a high percentage of bad loans among private
and publie sector banks. They further fell to a two-decade low
of 27.5 percent diring pandenie, Though the annual invest
ment rate briefly rose in subsequent years, the anticl pated
broad-based upswing bn private capex remained elusive, re-
flective of broader challenges in reviving the private invest:
mentcycle Asectoral analysis shows the decline in the invest-
ment rate was driven by the services and industrial sectors,
whise investment rate fell from 4.3 percent and 6.7 pereent in
22340 31 pereent and 6.2 percont in 202324, respectively
Undeniably, investment stagnatbon leads to slower economic
growth and higher unemployment rates. As the recent Eco.
nomic Survey ouflined, India needs an investment rate of at
least 35 percent toemengeas a develaped nathon by 2017, But the
RELdashod all hopes, stating that a revival in the private invest.
ment cyele would be improbable in the com ing vear, though
Governor Sanjay Malhotra pointed towards strong corporate
balance sheets. The government's recent efforts to restart the
virtuous eyele of eonsuim ption and employient via capex boost
post-Covid fadled to deliver. So. it turned to tax cuts and now
hopes the recent personal 1T eduction will boost purchasi

SATURDAY |

HIS question pops up time aned
again, The most recent pog-up
happened at the disastrous
val Offiee meeting of Volody:
myr Zelenskyy, the President
of Ukraine, with the irmopross-
itde Donald Trump, President
of e United Statos, Well nigh nea the
close of the abruptly truncated visit, Ze-
lenskyy was asked how he was diessed
Ty anrather stradght-jackted Brian Glen,
a correspondent with the right-wing ca-
e network, * Read Ameriea s Viice', “Why
don't you wear a suit? Do you own a
suit? Zelenskyy's reply was quick and
measured, He safd, “T will wear a cos-
tuma after this war finishes. Moybe like
yours, Or better: Cheaper”

Both the question and the answer ame
worth discussing. The question was
mcant to put Zelenskyy in a corner, tell-
i i that he was not thankful enough
to the president and the US for all it has
contributed 1o the war kitty; it also told
the president of Ukrnine that he could
not b so cazual with the US and its peo-
ple. Clothes make a man. Clothes convey
respect. Clothes are deferential even.
Clothes cannot look as deflant as asweat:
ehjl'n and nlm Irof jeans
oo as well, luslcnll of being offended, he
clothed his reply with the troulbles of his
peopde and the war. And then he hastened
o say b eotild do one better on the cor-
respondent, at keast in terms of a suit. He
quickly added “cheaper” to bring home
thie wartime realiths of hisnation.

Thie ey question, then, Are the clothes
you wear important? Must you dress for
events? Must you dress for the role, o
mist the role dress you? What is formal?
And what is informal? A fortnight before
the Zelenskyy- Tramp meet, there had
boen o Mol Trump mect in the same of:
fice, with both leaders seated on the edge
of yellow upholstered sofns, PM Modi
was b very Divdian and dignified Band

L andd, underneath it a kurta-snbwar
He ws “desi®and ‘formal” (whatever that
means), The beauty of o Bandhgala is
that you don't have to wear @ the to make
ajacket look formal, The Bandhgala is by
itself entively formal (that i, if showing
your neck ks meant to be informaly,

The elothes thit leaders wear, whather
in the context of political or corperate
leadership, have always been o matter of
debate. In India, the moment a leader is
I skt and tie, it means he ks sendor and

dignified position in whatever

power, which, in turn, will kickstart private investment.

ASHA PROTEST GENUINE,
RESOLVE, DONOTMOCK

HE Left government in Kerala is draw ing flak for its han-

dling of the agitatbon by Accredited Social Health Activ-

ists (ASHA) and rightly 80, Tht-lr protest, dt-nlnndlm:n

higher honorar lother benefits, ks nearis

“The government has done preclous little to end the stale
mate, apart from bMaming the Centre. Naturally, the agitation
has triggered a political slugfest, with the opposition using the
opportunity to settle scores, The ASHAs —community health
workers engagied under the National Health Mission (NHM)
number 26,125 in Kerala and are demanding their pending
wages, increase in monthly honorariuwm firom 27,000 to 221,000,
retirement benefits of 25 lakh and fixed working hours,

The Kerala government argues that the NHM i a central
seheme, The workers are considered volunteers, not regular
employees, and henee, the minimum daily wage of 2700, prom-
Ised in the ruling LDFs election manifesto, does not apply to
them, It claims the Centre is yet to clear 21900 crove meant for
ASHAs and Kerala already pays the highest honorarium among
the states. The protesters angue ASHAs wark for the state health
department and the honorarium is its responsibility. The op-
position has accused the government of misleading people, say.
ing the Centre has already released 2815 crore of the T913 crore
allocated to Kerala for all NHM schemes (not just ASHA).

Government actions vitiated the atmes phere, including unsa.
voury remarks by ruling front leaders against ASHAS, the gov-
ernment ‘ssudden decision totrain 1,300 people to work on vari:
mﬁ health pmgmumll:s NHM state arm's threat tutllqmiss U1£'

b agnins ik ““_
attack on Heral.'t nshn Health Worker's Association vlc@pmi
dent S Mind, These actions were seen as intimidation tactics,

The povernment must acknowbedge ASHA workers” contribu.
tion to Kerala's commendable strides in healtheare, not ridicule
thelr agitation. Since the agitation began, support from civil
sochity has boen pouring in, and prominent peogle have spoken
out against the gavernment's taetics. ASHAS are undoerpa bd and
overworked even as their role has expanded. 1t's a shame their
fight for minimum wages, recognition, and dignity has become
amatter of cheap politics, The government must engage with
the activists, address thelr grievances, and end the profest,

SHRUGGING OFF RAGGING WORSE
'|'I!RBI‘: recent ragging incidents in Kerala made the High

Court ask the government to strengthen bts antiragging

legislation. The laws and UGC guidel ines are adequate, The
problem is indifferent enforoement. Actlon ensues only when
vietims report ragging or get killed or grievously injured. Let
educational instittions found apathetic and dismissing rag:
wing complaints as trivial face fund euts or de-recogmition, Con-
vort ant - ragging comm fthees in colleges into monitor lig panels
with theauthor ity teintervene, The government misst mandate
fast-track trials inevery ragging case for swift justice. Disabuse
students of the notion that ragging is a trad ithon. It can turn
vietims into future assaulters if the cyele of abuse continues.

e is doing. The necktie, in many ways,
shmifies an extreme sense of formality.
Those who wear neckt les aremeant to be

)

Earlier, how you dressed spoke of your standing inyour career.
Important people wore suits and ties. But today, the facus is more
on comfort, and highlighting the quality of work over clothes

DO THE CLOTHES
YOU WEAR DEFINE
YOUAND MUST THEY?

(T

HARISH BUOOR

at the topof the perch. They are the ones
whosit in airconditioned offlees, Corner
offices even, Those who do not are the
anes in the ek, They work in the sun.
T use Gien 2 lngzo, they *hit the grass’,
They are in the real world of hard work.

And then things changed in India As
the type-of-work phe changed in the
country, in came IT, ITES and a whole
setof work related to writing code, ena-
bling end-toend services and delivering
customer service at the back end. The
whole profile of work changed. Some-
where in the 708 then, the tie and jocket
moved down the pyramid of workers'
profiles. Salesmen who frontended the
company with customers were expected
to b i othe and jacket, and those ot the
back end coubd wear less formal clothes,

LT

BuandCuru ard Founde, Harish Bijoor Cervuls

MAAAH PR

Trousers and long-sleeved shirts be-
eame the norm for the latte

And then things changed even more,
Thae very profile of those who worked in
the new-age tech-led workspace changed,
Employecs were younges, much more b
reverent amd reacy to bring themselves
into the workplace in all kinds of “cos.
tumes”, They nueged the boundaries of
what corporate HR would tolerate, Today
IT workspaces, and more so workspaces
that revel in mind-work of every Kind
(GenAl, qus computing inchided),
are much more informal in dressing
than ever before, It is not conymon bo Mnd
atechie at the workplace in loose gym
pants and a Tshirt. And the foot s no
lomger clodstered inatight pairof formal
leather shoes, or: for that matter, the more

The best way to
predict the future
i B ereate it

Druchaet

Informal sneakers. Finding folk in san.
dals and even Hawali chappals at the
workplace 18 not so dificult today The
accent is on comfort.

I think theaccent is onmuch more than
comfort, really The accent is on boeing
real. The accent ks on saying that 1 will
dieas the way Twant, Clothes do not make
i, woman or them. My work ks more
important than my clothes. What 1 do is
more impartant than how [ look. My mind
ks more important than my body Look at
my work: don’t look at my clothes or my
bixly instead. Why must [even dress the
way the whole wordd of loo k-alikes dress?
Over the decades, thechange in corporate
attire hus boen o part of the subliminal
rebel movement that all humans are
meant o nudge within their DNA. Uni.
fiowr s e not for me. A shict and trousers.
A suilt and mecktie. ALl these are paris of
the i iform attie thiust upon Indions by
the Brits, whoare ne lnger here but have
left thelr shadows behind.

But politics and diplomacy are a dif-
fevent vealm altogether: Out here, lead-
ers are nssessed by how they dress, how
they hold their wine glasses and, in ex-
treme cases, how they manage their
chow mein with chopsticks,

In summation, let me take o step
back and discuss just two Indian lead-
ers from two different realms, and let
me illustrate how each of them made a
un buie statement of their own. Malat-
ma Gandhi, for one. He landed at a tea
party hosted by King George V amd
Queen Mary dressed in a khadi loin
cloth, shawl, and frayed sandals. This
was curing the second round table con-
ference in London in 1931,

When Gandhiji did this, he was mak-
Ing a political point. He was dressed os
an Indlan, He was showing solidarity
with India’s poor and oppressed. This
siure was a form of dissent by clothing.
Omee again, o righteous journalist asked
him, “Are you wearing enough clothes™
m»M:ulmlma'srcpurlwwasjnnlaml‘\m:

“The king is wearing enowgh on for both
of us!" Now, that was a nioe one. Winston
Churchill went on to call him a “half-na.
ke fakein™, Remember?

Lat ma then go a bit beyond 1931 into a
deeper history Swamil Vivekananda was
at the Parliament of World Religions in
Chicago in 1883, An Amerbean womanac-
tually asked him, “Cant you wear proper
clothes to look Hke o gentleman™ Swami
Vivekananda replied, “In your culture, a
taklor makes a gentlerman. In o eulture,
character makes a gentlemaon.” Touche!

(Views are personal)
tharishivjoortahotrratl.com)

SAFFRON SIZZLES, BROCCOLI
BECKONS: NEW-AGE FARMING

Wi decades ago, on o car ride
with late mewspaper editor
Dleep Padgaonkar, | refermed to
the hot new term ‘knowledge
coonomy” in reference to soft-
wire and allied sectors when he
interrupted: “Why can't we refer
to agriculiure as part of the knowledge
economy?” He sald farmers knew much
abaut thelr profession, but farming was
ot consbdered knowledge-intensive.

1 wodrder what he would say about new
practices that have put the formers” trad i
thonal Knowlodge on a higher path with
technology, entreprencurial iInnovation,
and new frontiers of knowledge. My
ﬂwwldm onnew-age agriculture were trig:

by newsof a Nagpur couple growing
safTron in their home togarner 150 lnkh or
&0 pir year usling asroponbes technlques,

Mew-age proctices, happening only in
pockets, stand incontrast to frequent news
of indebted farmers committing suicide
after crop fallumes or loan pressures, pro-
tests about inadequate support prices and
the politics of what |s broadly ealled In-
din's agrarion erisis.

The Nagpur couple, Akshay and Divya
Haley, mecreatod Kos hmiclike conditions in
thedr home after spending more than thve
months in the valley: But unlike comven-
tional farmers, they use alr and mist, not
londl, to grow saffron. They mix solar power
with seroponics, inwhich cholee nutrients
are directly fed into the roots of a plant.
While they have tealned more than 150
frmers across Maharashira to join thelr
Teayaaa, thiere hove alao been reports of .
ponies wsed togrow saffron from Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka and even Kerala.

Acroponics is just one of the several op-
thons in new-age agriculture, Artificial
fertiliser fvee organie farming, green:
Touse-grown climatesensitive crops; hy-
droponics in which crops are grown in
nutrientrich water, and vertical farming,
in which crops am "sacked” in controlled
environments to boost productbon, are
among a rangeof practices that are firing
up entrep romerial imagnation.

When Dovi Lal was India’s deputy PM
and controversial agriculture minister in
196501, he frequently grabbed the head-
lines with ideas that seemed out of place
but, in hindsight. aheod of his times. He
spake for smaller tractors after a visit to
China and wanted o boost for Tsrael style
drip irrigation that actually guzales elec
tricity to conserve witer:

Thanks to solarpowe red water pumps

A

000
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and saftware-driven precision, [ think
some of his dreams are casler to realise
now Internet apps and data analysis plat-
Forms can now monitor crop health and
guide procision farming. not o mention
nccurate weather forecasts,
Entreprencurs find new ways to sucoeed
if costs and benefits make sonso. A fow
days ago, [ watched a Tamil news channel

Agriculture startups like DeHaan,
AgroStar, and Ninjacart treat
farmers like entrepreneurs by
using soll testing, distribution,

and consulting practices. A seres
of Indian websites now of fer
education on everything from
quinoa cultivation to urban fanming

show a fish farmer in Tamil Nadu wholit
erally bought tonnes of watermelons at
whalesale prices and emptied a truckload
into o pond because thit helps breed fish
by the shoals!

Last year, there wos news of Shashi Ko
mar, who quit a career in Wipro after 17
visrs bo pursue his passion for organie
Farmiing and rece ived high-profile venture
capital that made headlines. The govern-
ment of PN Narendra Modi, besides steer-
ing erop insurance and direct transfer of
funds to farmers, has been advocating
practices like the use of neem-coated wea
that stretchos the time avadlable for pln ts
to absorb nitrogen. That conserves urea,
which Indin imports from halfl o dozen
countries. The government §s also report.

i o be inclading hydroponics, precision
agriculture, and aguaponics in its new
hortieul ture mission.

There are, of course, naging questions
om how a wide range of new-age practices
can aid the average farmer. Agriculture
startups Hke DeHaan, AgroStar and Nin:
Jacart treat farmers lke entreprenours by
using =oil testing. distribution, and con-
aulting preactboes. But we do need to ask i
these startups are only latter-day middle-
mhen oF meniors to boost farm ineomes.

A series of Indian websites now offer
wdiscation on everything from quinoa cul-
thvartbom tourbian farming. was lmpressed
by one cladm that sakl bmvesting 27,000 por
acre i thecultivation of quinea can result
Ina 750 kg yield and fetch 275,000 in anmal
reverie Onlineretadl prices of quinoo, up
wards of 2450 per kg, seem (o back this,

Exotle stufT can turn cheap iF demand
for fashionable food Bems like quinoa
surges. [rocently bought broceoll ata mere
220 kg at my local mandi - an incredibhe
Jowrney fromy the 19908 when the vegetatde
was associated with expensive salads in
fivestar hotels.

Jitenidra Laclkat. a Pune farmes, report.
welly brought the first few broceoli seeds
from Kenya during the Gulf War in 15680,
That mueet jodm the league of various veg:
atables, such as mushrooms, considered of
forelgn origin or taste and are now read iy
avirilabile by Inclia.

However, nothing com replace lirge-scake
price support that can make farmers in-
st i new practices. In the 10608, PepsiCo
was compelled tomeet special obligations
as part of its entry o India, While that
beeama part of o stratogy to sell its cola,
there s no deubt its agricaltural pushaid:
ad frmers by introducing contract farm:
ing for tomatoes and potatocs.

Uliimately. it lsnot technology but mon.
oy that con help farmers reverse-swing
from erisis to comfort. Without scalable
incentives, i mers can not quite o against
the ubiquiteus grain!

(Viewss are personai)
(On X aimadoersiiy)

WRITE TO: etwBimoningardadin

Censorship woas

Rel: Filmma kevs, self-censor, keep off gross
ioleace [Mai T). Fils gty vibence 1o
such an extent that impeessionable minds
will easily sway fowards violence in real i,
(Censorship it fuell not beyond censure a1 ene
annot kmagiee how they certily movies a3 'U'
when it smacks of bloodthed and gruelling
tedture soenes. The gove mment must step in
with drasthe measwies fod piopes ceasoiship,
ParsaV R Rao, Hyderabad

Surging erima

Iwoulder't subsc ribe to the thory that the
film industry it largely nesponsible for the
surgeof rimes in India. Ineffedtive o abience
ol proper parenting, unabitiutive atcess to
toie subs tances, peer peessure, fear of Pailuee
od rapidly changing litestyle. all contiibute
tovthe attempts at wrongdoing.

Sanath Kumas T5, Thrissur

Startup challanges

Ref: Rode of antrepeensurial targut and
original starfups (Mar 7). The story of Jamsetji
Tt VOC Pillal, and Narottam Morasjee thms
the tough challenges of starting a business.
Tata and Pilkal faced undalr practices fom
pow etful British cempanies and & colonial
geveinment. In contrait, Morarjee ecceeded
due 1.4 more supportive post-Workd War |
situation and a well-iaunded approath that
Intluded training. Irldlnl. and shipbuilding.

N R Jagannath, Bengalury

Business environment
Tata, ¥OC and Narottam Bad the inherent
entregeeneurial torque. Bet only Narottam's
strategy wioeeded Al uptoming enliepreneurs
muast realise than ieugh sntre prenewial
tetque B essential, the business envisonme st
a1 nategy manter 1o any Staitup b Soeed,

Khalistanl trouble
Rel: Khallstani bid to heckle falchankar
4t Londen rapped (Mai 7). The breach of
seturity during the External Afuirs Minister
S Jalihanan's visit ba the UK by a groupof
entiemists it wnameptable and ungardana ble.
St damétous and intoleiant activities
should be nipped in the bud.

mbakonam

Enforcing Hindi

The theee-Language durriculum 13 just a
batkdoad entry to enforce Hindl. In India, over
Trwe hundred million pecple speak languages
unconnected or Teebly connected to Hindi
Adding Hindi to Ahir cuericulm will not add
ay v, Ivitead, netowices §hould be better
wiilised ba impiove the standard in ether vital
subjects, where we lag badly.

Veniat Ramana Naldv, Hyderabad
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Major exports from India - -
ffﬁl& IB.ESEEASS WITH Theusisthelargest o Srperistrom) India i I
Iu I » The total goods » Goods exports
trade between India  fram th LIS to -
India’s Exports to the US and theUS in 2024 India in 2024 were U ressure
was estimated o be  at S41.8 billion, up Pearls and Electrical
$129.2 billion 3.4% from 2023, somi-precious  machinery and
Stones: equipment: AJAY SRIVASTAVA industries Iy, agricul
comenos s, s shiseown o R
the LS in 2024 India was at $45.7 ‘nited States President Donald ment tosafeguard India's farmers and
totalied $87.4 in 2024.3 Trump's recentannouncement  rural cconomy.
billion, up 4 5% 5 4% Increase over about imposing reciprocal tariffs India should present this proposal
from 2023. 2023. Pharmaceutical Machinery, on India from April 2didn't comeas before April, pre-empting any punitive
' BERRECEMTATIE products: boilers, nuclear asurprise, He has already imposed US tariff decisions. I§ other countries
MNHLONDOLLAY W Merchandise W Services ] — il $10.97 billion rea(:ﬁm tariffson Mexico, raise objections, India can laver
Total Bilateral Trade between India and the US TRUMP’S TRADE WAR AND INDIA 1667 Canada,and China  notify the deal to the World Trade
and threatened 1o Organization (WTO) asa goods-only
2020 12188 «Duringhis first | ® During his 2024 re-election campaign, he called mm ":o“;;ﬂ' dothesame withthe  trade agreement. Thisapproach would
2021 159.09 term, President India 2 'big abuser' el European Unionand  allow India to retain control over its
Donald Trump ® He complained & Trump and Modl agreed "}hﬁ:"ﬁd’ pannens ‘T:kd"u‘:f‘"[‘%l“ah""a‘“'f'"ﬁ'h" broader
022 19143 called India about India’s high | to restart negotiations for - L edged FTA.
2023 190,07 TarifrKing., tariffs while hosting | & trade deal, and o strive owever, 25 India
criticising its Prime Minister 1o raise annual bilateral Mineralfuels  Pearls and andthe UShave Us reciprocal tariffs:
W Merchandise and Services high tariffsonUS | yarendra Modi on trade 1o $500 billion by and oils: stones: _ agreedtonegotiate  Impact onindia
N BILLION DOLLAR N *xports | Feb 13,2025 30 $1296biillon  $5.16 billion acompreh multi-sectoral The US hatwhile it keeps
:mmmcnd ldll::‘jr'_!nﬂ_l'nnu"&lnlri‘:pr tariffs low on foreign goods, other
necipracal Tariff marcha, 202 Narendra Modi's visitto the White countries impose higher tariffs,
. Houseon February 13, Trump's latest  leading to atrade deficit of over §1
Implications If the US imposes a uniform Indian farm exports Pharmaceuticals (10.9% tariff), Machinery, Electrical Announcement raises an |mpurL1m wrillion and harming its industries and
for India Ilatllf Indian exparts could 2 would be hit hardest, diamonds and jewellery (13.3%), and bailers. nuciear v and Canany i workers. Toaddress this, President
St wm‘“m%dw ebectronics (7.2%) face major risks. FEACLONS: equipment; nmntmlnn prm;r\:f.anndcr the Trump introduced the reciprocal tariil
M‘r‘:‘l‘mﬂ 2 up to 38.2% i SOURCE: GTRIRERGRT, FEB 2025 $3.75billion $2.38 billion imminent threat of reciprocal tariffs?  plan on February 13, allowing the US 1o

Tariff threats and trade talks

GYANENDRA HESHRI
DH NEWS SERVICE

s he joined Prime Minis

ter Narendra Modi to ad-

dress journalists at the East

Room of the White House

n February 13, President

Donald Trump did his usual ranting
about India’s high tariffson US exports
andvowed toimpose reci procal tariffs.
But he also noted that Modi's govern-
meenit in New Delhi, “asasignal of good
faith”, recently moved to slash ariffs
on several products to help boost US
exports to India, The leaders also an-
nounced that the two nations would

Trump announced on March 4 that
the US would impose reciprocal tariffs
on India, along with other nations, on
April 2. The announcement was made
when Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal was in Washington, D.C., to set
the stage for starting negotiations for
the trade deal. Sahai said that Trump's
announcement about reciprocal tariffs
on India's exports to the US could be
a kind of ptbsturlm, lu expedite the

US products, including bourbon
whiskey, motorcycles, Information
and Communication Technobogy and
meetal gonds.

There is, however, a substantial -
around five percentage point - gap in
the average tariffs charged by the US

d India. The weighted average tariff
imposed by the US on Indian goods is
2.8%. This means that average tariffs
1mpns¢d by lndla are 4.9% higher

by Trump? The
experiences
of Canada and
Mexico, which
have a wripartite
trade agreement
with the US, are

not  reassuring.

trade
favourable deal,

Pankaj Chadha, chairman of the
Engineering Export Promotion
Council (EEPC), said that any undue
concession promised 1o the US,

th the US,

It is still mot clv:u‘ how the US will
implement reciprocal tarniffs. It could
be zero-for-zero, or matching tarills
product-wise or the country weighted
average,

i T more

with tariffs.

5 (CII) staved that

in sectors like aute and

restart for o trade agree-
ment with the arget orccmtlndmg:l[
least the first part of it by fall 202:

So, the policymakers in New D(Il!l.
as well as the trading community,
were expecting that the US president

Tood products, could wrigger similar
demands from other trading partners
of India. “Wearealsonegotiating trade
agreements with the UK and the ELL

the  trade
deal should
ensure easier
market access
and regulatory

Mithileshwar Thakur, secretary
general of Apparel Export Promaotion
Council (AEPC), said that Indiashould
offer a zero-for-sero deal to the US on
apparel products. [n 2024, the value ol

might take a softer stance on India,
“We were expecting that since India
and the US decided 1o negotiate a
bilateral trade agreement, we might
e ghven a bong rope,” said Federation

of Indian Export Organisation (FIEQ)  7.7%, which is only mitigate the potential risk of
Director General Ajay Sahal. The average of around 11%. Earlier tariffs but also create possi s for
expectations were belied, though.  year, India lowered tarilfs on several - enhancingapparel exporistothe US.

1F we give
will alsoask for the same,"said Chadha.

India already offers favourable
deals to the US when compared
with other countries. The m.'lglm-d
average tarifl i i

[ndmsnppmh-xmlu the USstood
at $5.2 billion, while imports were
negligible. Around 35% of India's total
apparel exports go to the US,

Thakur expressed hope that the
bilateral trade agreement would not

to the US, they

in the US market

and vice versa.

But can a wrade deal with the US
shield India from tariff wars
like: the one unleashed

Trumptargeted both
neighboursofthe US

The Confederation
of Indian Industries

harmonization so that |
Indian products and
services could find a
| I
2

greater Toothold

Negotiating acomprehensive Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with the US

under such circumstancesis not in
India’s best interest. Washington's
demands would likely extend
beyond tariff cuts to include opening
government procurement for US

companies, reducing agriculiural
subsidies, weakening patent

protections, and allowing unrestricred
data flows - concessions India has
resisted for decades.

Trump hasa track record
of renegotiating oroutrightly
disregarding rade agreements. This
wasevident when he dismantled
the North American Free Trade
Agreement in 2008-19, replacing itwith
the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA). Yet, despite negotiating
and finalizing the USMCA, he s now
impaosing tariffs that violate its terms.
Given these factors, India should avoid
committing toa comprehensive FTA

raise tariffs on countries with which it
has a trade deficit.

For India, Trump's proposed
reciprocal tariffs could have varied
sectoral impacts. More concemming is
that Trump'sapproach might not be
limited to tani T differentials alone. He
may factor innon-tarill barrers and
Dol s [ furtherincreasing
retaliatory v

Forafew Wlﬂﬁ new tariffs may
not mean much. For example, even
without new eariffs, India’s passenger
carexports tothe US have alresdy seen
adecline. In FY 2024, these exports
wereworth $12.9 million and could
Fall below $8 million in FY 2025, A
100% tariff would dampen this already
limited trade, but the impact would
be negligible considering the low
values involved. India may notagree to
substantial tariff cuts omautomobiles.

The USis India's largest trade
partner, wullllul:m ral trade mi%wd

Akiom in

with the LS,
alvernative trade strategies.

Zero-for-Zero strategy

O viable approach for Indiais
aZero-for-Zero mriff deal. Under
this framework, India could propose

lexplore

12 tariffs
Drnducu:[mm the US, provided the
Trump Administration reciprocates
by remaving duties on Indian goods,
India could identify tariff lines where
italready permits d

and serv ding $190 bl

2024, Indian businesses are concerned
about the impactof Trump'’s tariffs,
But Trump's tariff threats reinforce
the need for India toadopt acautious
and strategic approach inits rade
negotiations with the US,

Any deal must protect India's core
interests, including tariff Mexibility,
BOVErTIMEnt Procurement Mo nomy,
and agricultural subsidies. As ghobal
trade tensions rise, India must m-n

imiports under the existing
FTAs, ensuring minimal
disruption to-domestic

i

pst shifting US pulmus
(Thewriter is the founder of the
Global Trade Research Initative.)

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT
What Trump’s climate

rollbacks mean to India

Impactonthe
renewable
energy sector
may be huge,
writes Kavitha
Yarlagadda

sclimate disasterssuch as raging
wildfiresand hurricanes cause
widespread devastation, and ex-
treme heat waves break records,
the Donakd Trump adminissra-
ion has takena controversial step

thatcould worsen the crisis.

Byofficially wi ing the Uni
fromthe lhnsaumwmnl the Trumpad-

under the United Nations Framework Conven-

Tracig how bird
songs evolved

H O:MMW’NMMMMMU
O

tion on Climate Change (UNFOCC) in 2010, for d insh cl d ch
Thelﬁumclmgmhumamdmumms. The rescarchers spent three years collecting over 20,000
ces down, Inours of sound recordings from a wild population of great tits
affecting Indian companies that rey on exports (Ruw ) in Crefardshire, They form a part of a collection
m"USdmuwrwwh. such songs collected over the years.,
s in emissi s like wanted to investigate how the movement,
renew- age, and urnover of birds within a population influences the
sbk‘!s.i.mm'l:ﬁicnm nndninrmnum :hemw mdmlmmmlrw—mdudlmwhdmmgs
stand i fi t]ln\a.ll' In popular, varied their
'P"i"‘.‘. ”M ...‘ ngres pertoires PR
NN|1 ney a3 ¥
energy b re.and f ey 4 e . 1 ¥
mrmmmmm(.nrhmm'dnsl]ﬁ e song difffe b individuals. The method allowed
help g1 jons in India e 4 s pertoi i

1tin clean technology

the
“The Trump administration may impose:
tariffs on wind turbines and solar pancis,
further impacting India's renewable energy
sector. Trade MMmmddmwmwmiby

practices, f

The results showed that birds of similar age tend 0 have
more similar repertoires, with mived-age neighbourhoods
mhwwlw diwr}lw;p.dgmnlw

Tmover

and going,
mmmmmmmumnm spccduplh:

inr

ministration hassignalled anundermining of i ot me due o fued effici dardsand power plant nluhmmwlmhmumwnmukpm!m&r Also, age serves as a brake on F\; e "’
efforts wreduce greenhouse gas emissionsand — US au:ppmglack emissions imits. their expansion and sustinability efforts. [ the change, as older birds continue to ’
showing progressinthe fight against climare The United States continues o bea key One major rollback was loosening restric- new administration cuts Inflation Reduction sing song types that are becoming
change. 111&dmemk‘|‘bll‘llL1‘l‘lnﬂJ|‘l<‘ll consumer and producer of coal despite therise — tions on coalfined power plants, a major Act (IRA) incentives and raises import rifs, less frequent inthe population. Thas,
the ol renewable enery. Wlulm.mlmlmlnm contributor o USmhmungmunm Induu-xmnsnmlm challenges. older birds can function as ‘cultural

long: l and. and procuction h; lined in recentyears,  Tn rranufac T s’ of older song types that
fll‘!m'ﬁ.aﬂheamnceo[l"" dershi they rermain asigni f electricity umﬂu.uumsmuruultrlﬂl:pham ive, the risk of yousgger birds may not know, just as
encourage oth s thiir generation in the country. Despite the decline mdwucmgmﬂms.umeﬂhemlmp mmpnaq-hurwmmnumm Tndiadn grandparents might
dimate geals, of coal consumption in the LS, the new o, LIS smaller that today’s lave never

mlﬁmliﬂmnllmﬂwf’ans-"srw adminisiration under President Donald Trump mﬂdmmmebyllom&ﬁ%abonmmﬂ Mmmlnysmwemsm ince most of heard.
mentweak maynnmmsmﬂonhnfmdaymumcr poicy I he US, expanding However, age is not the sole factor influencing song change.
may place agreater developi p cleclar al energy igher b * " Ry mm..u USd ic cpacity driven by IRA incentives The: study also found that when birds mix more—through in-
mmﬂulnﬂu'lhudnmg&mﬂﬂml and later 1bea fuel increased rel d gas, could further limit opportunities for Indian { hocal di dthearrival igrants—theytend
dlmmeﬂmlwfnr:hmmmnu\kma souroe for new power planes, The United texd b <l whichaksoshows the pace ofsong

I atir Diespite record-breaking growth last e tnthe(‘mn(]imw [(‘-(‘F] butwith Trump'sdismanting of USAID threatens evolution.
efforts harder. Additionally, ivmay st year, the renewable energy m:clurmmf:m:i pend on hull.qnm:n chnmcrlmng Usv\JD'sﬁmdmg “Homegrown' songs tend o stay unique: Areas where birds

ilab il i i uncertingy. T Europe ‘I.Lwn{msmn done of Zi ir bis intad i i
onats for other nations, potentially affecting clean mn-mnhm,htmmh{mrymh TIn:(..CF rhdmiumnaumﬁ mcumqu dmcrlv.‘l:‘fmﬁlwnnmtwlpmiﬂwmmld songeultures, similarto howisolated b iticsoften
India’s economy, ‘will continue, o MwalLTsmhllrylluanﬂ: develop disti ical styk

President Donald Trumpabsosigned an Amajor impactof the US exit from the dJn\arcnﬂllm Hlsmnm]hl Thas b i h ’i‘l|l‘ﬂn|‘a[l‘ﬂ1 T11cn:u|l5' ficated that newcomers tend toad .‘-ualsn
executiveorder promoting plastic drinking Pam.-\;rmmmmn the sudden halt in akeydonor, ‘Withour thi: ing, Zimbabwe will diversity, Immigrar dhopel
SUFIWS, COUNtETing pro s efforts o reduce = finance, This fund was intended to l:v:hmmlramfehd:‘iﬂ:mg mmwnu tomeet its Paris Agreement commitments, ratherthan mwmmmlynewmﬂmrﬂmluﬂ
singhe-use plasticsand address waste, This help developing nationsadopt renewable ingreen hydrogen, batterystorage, andother  including rencwable encrzy developmentand wolearn more songs overall, enriching the local ‘musical scene.”
mewe was partof his broader rollbackof | energy, strengthen infrastructure, and adaptto — eriical clean energy innovations in India. drought and flood protection investments. " i Hsrincndi
environmental policies, including his decision 15 had committed Thee Avaana Sustainability Fund (ASF) is However, USAID's renewable energy initiatives sical traditi birdsalso b Iving bocal Il
tvwitheraw the US from the Paris Climate 3 bilkion, m\l}ﬁllnymmmwdelwwd aUSD 120 million venture capital fund that n|.1y1.11du||.:|aﬂlndunutrdyulumiim Our. ‘shows how population dynamics—the comings and
Agreemient for the second time early in his Tmmwlﬂmwlufﬁjmnnl aimis to invest in early-stage climate technal- ency involvermnent. aoings of individual birds—affect this cultural learming process,
s;wtdmerumpsleMurﬂk»oh-dhw &-ppm...w.' dered global agy i lia, LISS 24.5 million was Illﬂuhasndm'lyndmm\:lmfﬂh)dlqﬂ mnwms mmdmwmﬂwmddw saldlead
.!slgnlaumn i they d e particu- i din Avana fthe GCF fund. The  banery technologyand ener Nil from the D Biol-
their climal i |arhmptxn\:rmunlnﬂdutmmmztr'tsk_ Inelia E-miobility programmealso received initiatives. Without US support in technology W.Umolm 'nlemnphmhenpublﬂm‘lm
especially in Europe, reinforced theirdedica- — The T imistrati dover 100 GCF funding: there are many more ongoing transferand investments, sustadning progress Current Biology.
tion to the agreement, while global efforts o i ntal regulations, including vehicle  GCF-fund i Il i in these areas may become difficult, - Kalyan Ray
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Diplomacy & table manners

The ‘impoliteness’ of Donald Trump and JD Vance should not be seen as an aberration. For, that directs us
to the spurious belief in polite and civilised world leaders who have our best interests at heart

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

B ONEACCOUNT, between the end of World
‘Wiarll and the opening decade of the 21stoen-
tury, the United States had carried out opera-
tions to destabilise, overthrow and supplant
Toeeign governments in aver 70 countries, In
thelate 19405, with president Harny S Truman
In pewer, the Lﬁwmmlmﬁu\tmlﬂnll
ol pro st forces against Co
ones; in 1953, during the Eisenhower presi-
dency, the LIS was imobwed inthe overthrow of
Iranian  prime  minister  Mohammad
Mosaddegh and the restoration of the autoc-
racy of the Shah; in 1960, also under
Etsenhower, ClA-supported activities led to the
assassination of the president of the Congo,
Pantrice Lurnumbas from the i 1960s o the
mifel- 19705, the actions of a variety of LIS pres-
Ielents beel tor the Vietnasm War; and, in 1973,
during :Iv:NImmdrlmy American sup-
part led the of the murds
regime of Augusto Pinochet in Chile, The
American political schedule as “leader of the
Free world” s a very extensive one indeed,
Over the past few days, there has been a
great deal of public commentary decrying the
“bullying” and "rudeness™ displayed by
DunmIrITmmpan:I Iu'; tlrpu:yjﬂ\f.uur o=
wards

aml ml:lr marnners, we should remember,

an . m Taruain

A abongside European colonlal en-

vy, Trump's p
j;h‘ﬂul.” aa.tcumplmiy nv.-wmu{ “American
Imperialsm’”, ane marked by crassnes of lin-
pusage, lack of diplomatic niceties, sexdsm and
undisguised misogyny. Nothing troubles
Euro-American {and, quite often, Indian} lib-
eralisrn more than the kack of table manners.
The manner in which the Trump presidency
has corme in for criticism and condemnation
would seem to suggest that it is qualitatively
different f thse
that bullied and rl.lm.tsrd the warld in the
name of promating and preserving demo-
craticvalues. The current episode is, however,
primarily about the need to have table man-
nerswhien conducting the affales of the wodd.

Uncler Barack Obama, as a 2017 report
by The Cuardian newspaper noted,
“President Obama did reduce the number
of US soldiers fighting in Afghanistan and
Ir.uﬂ:ut hc :lmm.ulrally mpan:lr:l Ihc air
around the glnl:r s Arul that, "In 2016, US
speclal aperators could be found in 70 per
centof theworld's nations, 138 countries —
ast nﬁ;umpulllnpcru-nl since the
daysof the

ush administration”. However,
Obama is a very polite man and has a firm
hicibd i tabibe manners,

Barring the rudeness factor, American
dealings with the workd under the Trumpist
Make America Great Again (MAGA Jeraare no
different. The key roleof the idea of a very rude
current American president is to paint the
American past — and past American presi-
dleents — as better, This, in turn, is linked to the
Idea u[\-"l.tdlmlrhnl-n 54 puwcr hungry

i King Leopold 11{ 1835-1909) of
Belgium constrected some very beautiful
Iuaflehings in Brussels through wealth extrac-
ton from Congn based on forms of beutality
that ne ether colonial power could match.
Icbeas of a rude Trump and an "uncivilised™
Putin — along with a “herolc” Zelenskyy —al-
lows Weestern gowve rnmeents and media com-
mentators to present the sitsation as a sim-
phe confrontation between politeness and
chvility on the one hand and macdness and
megalemania on the other.

The Issue of Ukraine's membership of
NATOand Putin’sobjection to it is not a sim-
ple matter of a head of stabe bullying a much
smaller country inte submission. It has
everything todowith the nature of the mod-
ern natlon-states: Wherever possible, each
acts todefend its perceived interests. In this,
the Russian mation-state is no different from
others, It is ot any more imperial inits am-
hitions than, say European ones, It is worth
remembering that France and the United
States continue to hold territories that they
acquired during the heydays of their own
imperial ambitions,

To psychologise the interests of the
Russslan nation stabe in soeldng to counterend-
less NATO expansion through centring U ar-
spament on Putin's personality —"he s amad-
man" — s to argue that “poliie " and “chvilised”
American aned European headls of state make
T a better world. It masks the multipleways
inwhich < as the German philosopher Walter
Benjamin said — barbarity is the flip sicle of
chvilisation, It dignifies the arngument that the
actions of Ewro-American nation states are,

miadman,

insically, civilised, for after all, that is the

prehensible and beyond leupnm lelhn\

n.uurcul’:lu- Furupmn people. And it com-

tional values". European chali | values

Ram RATYA

t lansgehalbile assump-

Iy by

v

Thee result of the “Tramp isa
very rude man” and * Putin is

R Sasthairnar

tion: That while Americaand itsallies refused
to prowide Likraine kronclad security guaran-
tees before the Russian invasion, they would
b willing to cho so after it, It (‘Mllﬂ.‘)l‘um-

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

fith meare than 11 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh entirely dependent

o humanitarian abd, the drastic akl cut by the World Food Programme will put

immense strain on Bumilies.”

= THEDAILY STAR

A commitment
to Nari Shakti

Prime Minister Modi has consistently ensured
that women are not just participants
butleaders in shaping Viksit Bharat

ANANDIBEN PATEL

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT HAS never
been merely a slogan for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi < it reflects the values be

duced schemaes that not enly empowered
women across the state but became mod-
els for national programmes after 2014.In
2005, Gujarat lmnched the Beti Vadhaao
mission to eliminate female focticide and
radse avareness about the value of the girl
child. Modi's strong belbef in education asa
tool for empowerment led to the launch of
the Kanya Kelavani programme in 2003,
with massive enralment drives for girls. In
2006, Modi Baunched Nar Gauray Niti, a
comprehensive lframework focused an
women's salety, health, economic security,
aml sml.:l | empowerment nncu]ar.u It u

his lifee, He witnessed the struggles of his
motherand learned from her values From
his tirme as an KR5S pracharak to his leader-

shipin the BIF, and now as l'rlm:: Mlmurr

[E
|:nn tlmnull: vialence <ur\-|w:rx .uuh e
i
o prowide legal

o wormen, In 2009, Gujarat mmcdal.wul-
mmlnllpmltlnuﬁupu ccntrcmmun

of India, Modi b
riers, challenged norms, .mdcruwdlha:
women are not just participants but lead-
ers in shaping Viksit Bharat,
Many.lmludlmmwll recall how he

fior
lhrkuhhmnhwahr rehabilitation, heen-
sured equality by mandating that newly
built houses be registered in the names of
bioth husbands and wives.

N

Fgeater feprese-
tatiom of bodies. At awork-

e Vijana aimed to redy
matermal and infant mortality rates by pro-

ing committee mrr:lm; of the party in
Baroda, e played a key role in securing 30
per cent reservation for women in the
ﬁ.ﬂy‘s organisational structure, However,

e wanted women to move beyond sym-
balic roles and tale on significant leadership
positions While he was serving as Gujarat’s
organisational general secretary, as the
leader of the party's women's wing, | often
recetved his guidance, He always ensured
thatevery M\M\Mu«hmnl arnitiatve

Wik andl took thi -

American self-interest th i i
Ing Putin.

The result of the “Trump s a very rude
man” and “Putin is a madman” school of
analysis is, on the one hand, the spurious dis-

etk Trurmaned hie o e

Hative to Imp.u': awide range of skills at
training camps forwomen workers,
Several instances can be i

moting Institutional deliveries, The
Khilkhilat ambulance service olfered free
transport for pregnant women and new-
borms, The women's nutrition campaign
was another significant step, The Nirmal
Gujarat programme, a precursor to the
Swachh Bharat Mission, focused on toilet
construction, greatly benefiting women,
The Mukwamantri Amrutum Yogana was
launched to provide healthcare to under-
privileged women. The Mission Mangalam
inbtiative focuised on self-help groups to en-
e unemployed women in income-gen-
erating .\c:w:llps Sakhi Mandals played a
roke

about Modi's approach to advancing
women in politics — whether it was en-

ancl, on the other, the terrible de ion of
Ukraine, one that might possibly have been
avoided through recognising the ways in
which nation-states define their self-interest.
Notwithstanding a great deal of media char-
acterisation, the Russian nation-state is no
more “mad” than the American: The
American-sponsored Bay of P invasion of
Cuba in 1961 reflected the US understanding
of fis national interests and has been analysed
as such rather than in the languageof incum-
bent US president |ohn F Kennedy being a
mad man, But that is not often an analytical

amadman” school of analysis
i, om the one hand, the
spurions distinetion between
Trump and his predecessors
andl, on the other, the terrible
devastation of Ukraine, one
that might possibly lave been
avoided through recognising
the ways in which nation-
states define their self-
interest. Notwithstanding a

mllun the Russian
o more “mad”
than the American,

privilegeexter
the Eure-American sphere, "Our brutality is
barn of rational behaviour whereas yours is
Just another form of animal behaviour” is a
cliché that corwerted toatruism,

The French phil: nuplwr]rms.mdnlhrd

suring wornen candidates in the 2000 Lok
Sabiha elections in Gujarat, or most re-
centhy, a woman Chiel Minister for Delhi.
‘With his keen eye for natural leadership,
Macdi saw women wlmwm- ~sml<\lly -

hry i and skl training
Addditionally, when ensuring 24x7 electric-
ity in Guijarat, a magor consideration was to
ease women's lives by enabling the use of
household .t||:p1nmc< like washing ma-
chines and mi

When Modi assumed office as Prime
Mlnlatmnzull hlslll’elulu;mnurulmcnt

tive and wil-

to N

lage Functbons as natural urg.uuwu and
potential palitical leaders, In his view,
women's leadership did not need to be ar-
thelally created — it alreacy wurrlmry

wide policies aimed at empower] ns
women. One of the earliest reflections of
this commitment was seen in the Swachh
Bharat Abhivan, where he placed special

where, walting to be
As Gujarat's Chiel Mlmurr.lu- ensured

\ e b

e

entire administrative units led by women.
In municipal bodies, he actively promoted
women as mayors, deputy mayors, stand-
ing committee chairs, and leaders of the
house, even in unreserved constituencies.
unmurm Modi <muslnrp.utn.llsml.llzn

had once suggested t rgate af-
Falr should not be )pukcll nr‘.m aseandal as
thart suggests that there is a less scandabous
and "clean” American political system be-
o [t and that Watergate was an aberra-
tom, The “impalitenes of Trampand Vance
shioulkd nut sImIL\r!y. be wrn asan al:rrr.\-
tion. For th

limg the "sarpanch pati®
practice in Gujarat, whre husbandswould
effectively run the panchayat on behalf of
clcnlcrl women. thn the IiJI‘ won tlw

" - bl
nity and improve safety for women, espe-
clally in rural areas, This was followed by
the launch of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao to
address gender imbalance and promede
girls" education. The Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana provided over 10 crore LPG
connections, freeing women from the
health hazards of smoke-filled kitchens,
Several other schemes followed, and ini-
tathves like PM Awas Yojana were partie-
ularly beneficial to wormen, providing them
with housing security. The Nari Shakti

tions forthe first

time in 1967, Modi, as the party's state or-

Vandan Adhini which reserves one-
third of seats in the Lok Sabha and state as-

in polite and civilised wurld leaders who
have our best interests at heart.

lekurrrsdmbmurﬂmjmmr
profissar, SO

th v event featured the felicita-
tionof a Dalit weman, When he entered his
official resiclence as Gujarat's Chief Minister
for the first time, a Dalit gil was invited to
Imull Ihc hrkmll

With dignity and respect

Task today is to ensure women are at the centre of our institutions

BY RaM MADHAV

IT15 CLISTOMARY to celebrate fermininity
International Women's Day. Promises are
rmiade, schermes announced, and at times tears
are sheed on the state of women, But have we
ever paused and asked, "Why is there no
International Men's Day?*

The answer is simple, We built a world
centred around men and created all institu-
thons accordingly. We compelled women to
be silent participants in that world. We as-
sumed that silence was aweakness and that
waomen henoe needed a system to protect
them, We understood the pliysical strength
of men as the real power and the hattles he
weaged and the empires he buile as “real man-
liness”, Wedidn't realise that given an oppor-
runity, a woman, too, can display the same
physical strength as a man. Instances like
Golda Meir's leadership during the Yom
Kippur War inbssael in 1973 or Indira Gandhi's
resde cluring the Bangladesh Liberation War in
1971 are soen as exceptions,

Physical strength is not about gender, It is
absout the institutional structures we create,
Since they are centred around men, we have
armmies of men But in the past, women have
led armibes several times. Joan of Arc led the
French forces inthe Hundred Years"Warin the
15th century. Queen lsabella I's support was
cruckal to the Spanish Army in the unifying
wear, the Reconquista, Catherine the Great led
the Russian Army against the Ottomans and
expanded hmuunlryh mﬂmmmlmlnlw.

inchue

thinclain the 12t g
Ramsulmuymi-wllhnmm\ur‘
Delhi, who defended their kingdoms effi-
chently Imm lumgn mnlrn jljml Bhosale
1508, " +

wanmen are far more Impurunl and superior
In nature's scheme of thi ngfs

Traditional societies like India under-
stood ll\mmrl .num!rrl a hu;hrr status of
otk |u \Mmml.

lish Hindu Pad N:Ishmhl — an ind h

Hindu nation. Tarabal | Ills?i—l.‘?ﬁl.].wpdw af
Rajaram Bhosale, Shivaji's son, took it upon
Iv:rvrlfh:mnlul!lhcmntlmml Mughal ef-

Just about g hilelren. It is about
a woman's h:ghrr power of creation
Gandhi's wife Kastur was referred toas "ba”
- mmn:m; mather in Gujaratl. Sri
R

rihe ki Ramd Durganath
(15244 E4] qurm of run:lwan.u luuj;hl

The Tuluva :||ml 1 Rani Abbakka Chowta
[1525-1570] cefended Ullal in Kamataka from
the Partuguese invaders for 40 years. The
Biritish Army hac to endure the ferocity of sev-
eral women rulers in wars, Velu Nachi mr.
queen ol Sivagangal 1730-96 ) fought

feated the British. Rand (hrnnmnm[ I?TE-

Pa 1 a regarded his

wife Sarada Dmas:lu-dlvlnr mither.
Some women abihor this deseri ption be-
cause they look at motherhood fram a
Victorlan prism. Victorian morality, the or-
thaxdon soclal order that was strictly imple-
mented in England during the reign of
Cueen Victoria from 1837 to 1901, regarded
women as mere procreative machines.
Victorlan men were supposed to be strong,

1829 ) of Kittur fought th
defend her freedom, Then there were leg-
endary rubers like Awanti Bai of Ramgarh and
Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi

The real power of a worman doesnt be in
her plysical strenggth, but in her role as the cre-
ator, Men assume that they are stronger. But
:hnlrcnslh rfqulrcd for proc rmhnn Ihr

bitious and dent while women
were weak, dependent and submissive.
‘Women wiere seen as the property of men.
They could neither own property nor have
any political rights like voting.

Certain aspects ol Victoran morality came
tidiifience lidia, b, dii g the colanial sub-
Juggation. Women were confined to homes and
1 T it them The

e fiar manths
.md the pain that she endures at the time of
delivery is probably beyond men's imagina-
ticn, Khakil Gibean, the Lebanese poet, said that
children are “the sons and daughters of life's
lenging for itsel”. When creation longed for

therear
rulers like Rank Rudrama Deviof the Kakativa

iy, it chose women touphold the re-
sponsibility for its perpetuity. In that sense,

Freedam ol women came to be identifi i

he insisted that women themschves should
resist being the “slaves® of men. “If you
waomen only realise your dignity and privi-
lege, and make full sense of it for mankind,
you will make it much better than it is, But
man has delighted in enslaving you and you
have proved willing slaves till the skve and
holders have become one in the crime of de-
grading humanity. | was once a slaiveholder
rinysell bat Ba proved an umedlling slave and
thus epened my eyes to my mission,” he
wirote, Gandhl evenupheld a woman's ight to
Iive sepasately froem an unjust liushand,

The “dignity and privilege" that Gandhi
talked about is the key. It calls for a minclset
charge froma man-centricapproadh toa man-
warman- _urnlmmr lermmllwmamm

neutralit need
ol the hor, The. nwmlﬁmlmulwummhuxl
Is a concern tobe addressed serioushy. Hillary
Clinton oncesaick: “IF] wart to knock astony off
the front page, |just change my hairstyle”

Thesafety of women les not in restricting
therlives, bt in according digrity and respect
tothem. Swami Vivelananda was once asked
bt hils views on the |:rnlmlumal woitien,

gender equal-
Ity shoubd | rin at qumr ‘Mul:-dlmnga:
the hemes ::F

semblies | became a reality un-
der the Modi government.

Uncler the vision of Prime Minister
Maodi, women are no longer seen merely as
hrnrr‘lmnn ur‘wmmml Programmes

~ they har lers, entrepre-
neurs, tlulslu»mahm and Lhmugrmak
ers.On this anm\ Dhay, let us celebrate
irniey ol India's Nart

.ﬂluwwﬂwlulu-mlud«l Immrllnlng with
Derys. He always aclvised karyakarias to pro-
vide equal educational oppartunities for
Dath boys and girls.

As Gujarat's Chief Minister, Modi intro-

Shaktl, driving the nation's progress to-
wiards Viksit Bharat 2047,

Thewriter is Governar of Uttar Pradesh and
Sarmer chief minister, Gujamat

LANGUAGE WARS

THIS REFERS TO the two .utlxln. ‘A fig
leal For an imposition’ 2 tect kan-

Fuage, don't politicise it' .March‘.!]
The Centre should conduct a survey in
the northern states to find ot the per-
Lcnmseuipcuplr who can rmd. wrltr
anl speak three |

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It needs sweeping relorms to restore
democracy, but other palitical groups are

t thent for clections, However,
W‘I:‘ﬁm“ that the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party cannot consider jes re-
turn to powver as a foregone conchusion,
Another key stakeholder is Army Chiel
General  Waker-uz-Zaman,  The

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan says he
Is not imposing Hindi, but providing an
inscentive for students o study one more
largusage. IF so, Tarmil Naclu sheould opt to
teach ane more south Indian language,
like Kannada or Malayalam, which
ol be casder for the students to kearn,

Peter Mundackal, Nokio

A NEW PARTY

THIS REFER TO the editorial, Movernent
to party” {1, March 7). Astudent-led po-
litical party has been launched in
Banglacleshwith the avowed aim of ful-
filling the "new hopes and aspirations”
that were bom after the 2024 uprising.
The Jattya Nagorik Party’s top beass in-
ke b b oy

He lavgghed out koudly and said T
women? You will protect lv:r? shc s Durga;
shie s Kali; Madis) Mard il

promiscuity, The birthof a girl became a urden
and regressive practices like female foeticide

Jaganmata hersell. And you want to protect

became anorn ertair

her?"*Respect her,” hesaid, “so that her safety

Ganchi wias ameng the prominent men in
modern times to reject that mindset, In.alet-
ter to Rajlumar Amit Kaur in October 1936,

e write, president, india Foundarion, is
with the B Views are personal

epaperindianexpredsicom .. .

g Vsgrowingeloseness
to Paldstan indicates that he hasbigam-
hitions of his own.

Khokan Das, Kalkotn

POWER POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Of big
powers and pawns’(1E March 6]t looks
ik v avre g back to an era of impe-
ralism where rulers fought to ocoupy
mare and maee land, Donald Trump has
been trying to upend the policies of the
Bigden administration by justifying the
Russian occupation of some Ukrainian
territories. His suggestions about the in-
clusion of Canarda as 515t state of the LS
and the annexation of Greenland dolook
superfluous but susely paint him more

vod a key
¥

as a tyrant keader than the president of a

rode in the anti-discrimination move-
ment. Their decision to form their own
p.mymllun theirdisenchantment with

democraticcountry. Is libseralism in feop-
ardy? And is imperialism going to be-
come Ihr numag.un? If yes, then the

tru. yaround

Adkviser Muha .} . Bangladesh
today stands on the brink of a predipice,

mﬂna‘ Balns, Sirsa
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SHE STILL RISES

An irreversible force ensures that every day is Women's Day.
Progress is achieved despite hurdles, with or without support

Tlsmmsyw lose sight of the nrugsla am!mcrtlunnht p.wcdﬂn: wayw

EDITORIAL PAGE

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

WorbpLy WISE

[ AM NOT FREE WHILE ANY WOMAN 1S UNFRE
EVEN WHEN HER SHACKLES ARE VERY DII

E,
IRENT

FROM MY OWN, — Aubki Lokog

Middle East at the centre

Gaza reconstruction plans, proposed by US and Arab

states, underline a standstill waiting to be broken

SANJAY BHATTACHARYYA

LAST MONTH, WHEN US President Donald
Trump, lsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu by his side, announced that
Fhlcumlm;:nul:l not Itve amidst war debris

aza Strip, mak-

Day. In 1909, world,
chose to 201 garment factory workers took out a march in New York, de-
mﬂmbctwrw.shummumnandmmmhtsTlrhlrw\'urtshlnmln

Strike the | Women's AN

activist Clara Zetkin during the Second International Conference of W\:lium; \N\:mcn in
Copenhagen in mluand athpmlmrtlmcmmhc Wld.‘l‘hc Indlian Consti

Iz way for the establishment of a riviera®

wihich would be taken over by the US, he set
the proverbial cat amongg the pigeons, The ex-
traordinary proposal, kangely criticised by the
plohal commamity, has been rejected by the

them - m\mmmmmthc muncnt lmmclnm cxlsltnu:. le in pmmc.lnmhm mun

said the proposal to relocate
cax.m; and pmpﬂmlmns I'ut a post-| H.m'us

s hard, and more L

;elvu seen and heard, It s, therefore, .1 m.ﬂk uFermMMMw and du«mlm

naiu-\-mgsuppun base, and some s this
as the grand prize after a prolonged conflict.

that, today and going ahead, ofthe i wal Israel's position on the ongoing truce with
i the country, Plitical p h ching Hamas has I\.mlmed wl:l\mlis [urthcnrn-

mﬂmmwlthmmpﬂlnsrw'*' s aned sch which keep the ions at their core, I |m| the remal
In a sense, political parties have only acknowledged, and el o, fi d phase, which
frombelow, The Female Grogs Enrol Ratin (GER)} o M. .ucu,nﬂmﬁ malMlhrwIth:lrm‘lldlsmll forces from
1 1 c.m Isracti Inm:llgcm: mlc;.lwnrwr

18, In medicine, for every 100 men, there were
Ir India in 2020-20, At premier institutes of higher education such as the IITs, there Is.1n
increasing representation of women, supported by good-faith affirmative action, These
changes signal an innate resilience where progress is achleved despite hurdles, with or
without the suppert of men. Their lrn'pn:ssllslc faree has ensured that every day is

usmmuyursmw Manulhmlﬂhcruc-
plained that Washington's propesal was
aimed at encouraging countries with eco-
nnmkwmdmhm:llcmwm helpwith

e that Gazans might have to re-

women'sday in thecountry, Aemal

Iu:.mmthelnbmm and that therewas noin-

tcntlnn to station US troops in Gaza.

Ty, the White House waded intodi-

rect contact with Hamas, to set the parame-

ters for peace, without invohving the lsraelis,
sl 1, Emyntanc joeel,

larger world is being itionalised in tlwsym:m

Yet, the male gaze et the i ion of women's rights — in the
waytlulthumsd\rmc;thataddm;wumnanr.lad:nuwiwtrwltw:n:)wnha;
the Ladiki Bahin Yojana and the Mahalaks} \n Maharashira, e Kanyashree in
‘Wiest Bengal or Ladli Behna Yojana in Madbya Pradesh, can also reduce the a

miere beneficlary of doles; or, in the design of public spmmlﬂtrm;put mlcmnlm
don't take into account fety, A report published by s
thatin 2024, nearly aqua | govemme ehwic

rights, I India, legal provisions such as the Uniform Civil Code introd

WHTIEN'S
A1y Llktarakt

stoutly refected Trump's proposal. They in-
sisted Palestinians would stay on their land
and there wauld be no loreed departations.
“'hcnthc Klru; ul'junhn sald he wold host

To Instance, infantilise theircholce by insksting upon regulating who they Ball inlove with
or choose to share a home with, The Time Use Survey 2024 (January-Decem ber], released
Ty the MoSP Last month, shows that women spend more time in unpaid work at home
compared to men, that despite a rise in labour force participation - 41.7 per cent as per
data from the Periodic Labour Furtc surw:y 2023- 24 —thry rtlll.‘lcmum lnr.mmll pm-

2000 sick T uileren, he was criti-
cised by the rest of the Arab world. Saudi
Crowm Prince Mohammed bin Salman, lever-
aglnglu;pnutlnna;mntlmuutﬁ -Russsia

partion of the total workd:
locks, ke the Maya Angelou poen, she sl rises,

A NEW RULE BOOK

Brazil minister’s suggestion of mechanisms to complement
UNFCCC on climate negotiation is welcome
HEADOPTION OF the Paris Climate Pact, 10years age, instilled hope that the
shohal community had found the resohe to tackle one of the most difficult
tl\.ﬂlclugrs before l 3 spum:! countries to draft national plans to combat
whobal A the way for a “rube book” for climate action. The
mamentum generated at Parts, however, dinless than halfa decade. M. lcom-
miltments today are newhere close to meeting the pact's goal of limiting temperature
rmm 1 5 degrees Celsius above pm-lndumlal levels, The mnslnnnwmmrncrmrrr

P 1 T and the least dewel

wunlrlc;nm being on the same page on eliminating fossil fuel use, Mscl'.ulws harve

tabks, | Arab Tiyadh to
cmemlscunllymllwnrmrmlu

I 1h, 'ch1rug:d—ll.1m1sm;mlw
Ise e releaseofp

wis blocking International e, Mnllclmcl

ko press on without promising with-
drawal. The lack of trust has exposed the
Fraility ofthe truce, At the Aral surmimit, Egypst

Tnthe 218t century, itis
necessary to take a fresh
look at problems and seck
non-conflict-based
solutions, There is a crisis of
leadership in the Middle
East. In some ways, Trump
secks to break the cvele of
conflice. Only the transition
of self-povernance in Gaza
and the West Bank, as
established in the Oslo
Aceords, towards the
realisation of a two-state
solution, can break this
vicious eyele, with Israel and
Palestine living side by side
in peace and security.

presented a reconstruction plan for Gaza,
Epyptian President: Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi em-

nat nesuime, hostages and prisoners are re-
turned and the I1um.mt.1|unm: of conflict

phasised the right of Palestinians to rebuild, s adc A, The LIS and sin-
uaranteeing their existence on their land, chuading Arabs, Egypt, Iran and Turkey would
The reconstruction plan envisages three  need o provide a supporting hand but trust

phases, till 2000, at a cost of $53 billion. The
first phase of six months would focus on the
de-mining and clearing of debris, when
Fhlcshnl.mmnl.ldbcpmui cd Imcm-

between bsrael and Palestine would be the key
oany progress, Ay enduring solution woulkd
need guarantees for peace and stability and
regard lnrsmlmmt;muthctslr.lc through

mlnmlwmll\mﬂll\gmrﬁ:mt Thesec-
ond phase of about three years would focus
nn wnstmmnn c;p«lalw af publlnn(m-

Temay be difficult for
hmlmmptlt continmsance of Hamas-led
governance in Gaza, Similarly, it may be im-
pussMixPhlutlmmw Nahmlux-

thc I‘Iml stage, connectivity and Imlustry
wiould be developed and the Palestinlan
Authority would assume control over bath
Gaea and the West Bank.

Ncwsm‘mn:e stnunm mul:l bees-

copt i of the for-
merfrom Gazaar the West Bank.

For the Palestinian Autherity, a moderate
Fatah-led leadership, both in Gaza and the
Wcst Bmk.maybcllwnnly um‘nn.ﬂxthls.

"ol

i | and

mmmmmmntmm uﬂ'ﬂcs‘hnlm
experts and N:chn_o:rats N:rtlus Purpose, a

pope,
welcome yuungrrlmlcra inclucing those in
cxllr urlnduummmmlwtlﬁ of militant

Weeld Banksupe

e becurbed; they notonly

paseath ity bt also di

age the financial pledges for
.mthhc mSmrItyCmnlmmldullhrlm

ish !'.ucstlrum mﬂw.md stability as their

mlncmandthcuc:uplcr.l th Th.-

Istael, lu.\mmld bmrnt from durabike se-
e.0n

propo
Imdm lI\e Palmlnnn Mmltyand H.\rrus

Ilmtlngtl\.‘ltmlmlmns st I'(‘lm.‘lh:.!llk‘
enclave is not liveable, lsrael, too, rejected the
proposal, discrediting its relianee on the
Palestindan Autharity and UNEWA and saying
that Agab states were using the Palestinian s

curity and stabdlity
the ose han, the expansion of seacli ;cttle-
ments in Palestinian Tas eroded the ca-
pacity of the Palestinian Authority and led to
l‘mmn O the other hand, Israel's model of
wmie growth, technological
excellence and high standards of living is a
magnet for Arabi countiies, many of which

st bocounter rael Even asthe LS normali

iy | ks with H ) In the Ve totake
have 4 by Trurmp's ultd afresh look at problems and seek non-con-
o Mﬂmlhc rest of the lraeh hostages, flict-based solutions. There isa crists of lead-

el l'alnmr conflict hasaluu;aml

security inits mu;hbuthnulandslll nm:!s

ership in the Middle East, In some ways,
Trump seeks to break the eyele of confliet,
MIMtrwlmdmI-ngnmncm

the support of the US, while the F
figght toretain thetr Land and their horme, Their
displacement in the West Bank and Gaza and
to nelghbouring Arab states as refugees has
spurmed poplar resistance in the Arab street,
withthe p Vet
ment es of the Nakba or forced d
portation are rekindled.

There s an urgent need that hostilities do

and the biished in the Oslo
M‘mluuwmlslhcmimdahm -state
solution, can bn:akthlswnuus{)\lr with

currently profissor of |

DELIMITATION NEEDS DELIBERATION

CM Stalin's move to set up ajoint action committee has set the ball rolling

MANURA] SHUNMUGASUNDARAM

r.umlmstlunamnhcpmswsomwmmc the LIN by whi bs rhobal THECHIEF I Tamil Madu and pres-
climate change lations, Thisweel, B forClimate Action, Marina Sitva, identof the Dranida Munnetra Kazhagam, MK
4 setting up “aditional multil | hani o v to the Parts Stalin, has thrown down the gauntbet to the
Agreement framework” to ensure that jos ach lonal jtments. Lnion govermment on the ssue of delimita-
ton, He has articulated the deepest concerns
Imnlnldnbcw;dn;g: Il'.ul‘s‘l'm u\l-'a;lnliecdamtmnicxpmsand mllqma!wmls ad- of nuJLmT1ml N.Ir.luhnl'm: southern states
the al

treaty negotiations to one that supports and monitors Implcmcnmlun On paper, the
agency today has more than 30 subsidiary agencies that deal with ssues including lund-
Inu r.1p.1u|y bullding, assessing Iu;a and damm anid adapuhun w rllmabnhangc

as tothe strength
In Parlament. The Union Home Ministerwas
unable to :Icn:scthcissucandan all-p.my

—— \ n Sthatthe mech

However, the

adequacy of these

ruded by pon-| Blur.umjamu Party-leel gov-
ernments and the BJR

national goals related to the Paris Pact needs reform, "I‘Mmals.‘lrrmrwcdmry[hr Accord A |ch2 Fthe Constl
years, Maybe this is not enough,” she said, letmuhlr however, is that the LINFCCC has [|n.-|:] oh-tros . n.- uu vy
lirnited enf ol One 1 cyis toaccord a greater thcallxatlunul'smt;Inmcl.ul:Sﬂl:hatlst
role to parties other than nations — the IPCC, (urcmmplc Thc agency iscurmently the um-

bredla body for climate research. The helt and goodwill it h A in the last 30 years fonal mandate to revise the mnsihnf

could be better utilised by giving it a greater ole in dlmar diplamacy,
‘The Eact also is that climate negatiation Ismscrluua .mmuc bnbc Irr’t wéchrlu ane
LN agency. It requilres building allances at regh W

rbes, ar il society group Brazil'sclimate

ancl business

thelSinaccordance with changes o the pop-
ulm{nnmnthcln Im Iﬁzaml ﬂ?l

Act and mnml the :mllammuy strength,

In m‘lr

Ister's suggestion could be seen as maore effec-

tive = ghobal warming diplomacy.

A PENNY’S WORTH

Itmay be a wasteful act of minting, But its

survival, and creative uses, tell a story
FTHEMANY things that maloe Harmo mprmhunmlslht ability to tell sto-
thes - al hves, the past he future. Oneof the
most important stores Inhcunc that features money and currency, The
leaps uFllmgIMIun.m:I Inlcllmmqulmd wmmpmlmidmrmylntlm

entre, a 25-year freeze on
HH.‘ numbcr of LS seats was put in force.
Subsequently, the Constitution (84th
Amendment ) Act, 2002 was enacted to ex-
tend the freeze il 2026, The then Union gov-
ernment bed by Aral Bihar Vagpayee had jus-
tified the extension of the freexe and

the basisef the 1971 i

to pursue population stabilisation,

TEwe were to inerease the
number of constituencies
now, then it is imperative to
understand what the next
three decades look like,
According to a recent UN
report, the population of
Tnlia is expected o peak at
L7 billion before it stares
declining from 2060, This
begs the question why there
is a need now to increase the
number of seats in the LS
when the population may
only grow by 20 per cent
from the present number
over the next 35 years or so.

down Tertility rates through targeted inter-
wntlnns.mludlngIm1s|ru;|1-m.1lelllmqr.
gender emp hancing
fermale labour foree parti and creat-

Bion o, while the LS has remained constant

at 5473, Between 1950 and 2025, India's pop-

ul.ulnn has grown by four times but the LS
A by less than 10 per cent.

Ing awareness on the Mational Population
Palicy. It is ironic that these states are set to
lose a significant number of seats in the LS,
Aecording to 4 recent report of the Carnegle
Endowrment for Inlctn.uwmlmm the fol-

IIwrwm:lu :nm-asrllw mﬂwru‘m

wh.1l thl‘ next three :Icr.ulcs quk like,

1 t & LIN report, the of

lmll.u; cted to mkat 1. TI:IIlnn bc(nmt
S

lewaiing; i
and elght LS seats: Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Himachal Praclesh, Karnataka, West Berggal,
Oclisha, Kerala, Anchira Pradesh, Telangana
and Tarmill Nadhu, The five southemn states, os-
pecially, stan to lose 26 seats altogether,
With the Freeze ending in 2026, the first
Census thercafter will be wed to determine
thenumber of seats in the LS, unbess the pres-
ent freeze is extenced by way of a constitu-
tenal amendment like in 2002, The Lindon gov-
ernment is expected to setup a Delimitation
Commission consisting of a retired judge to

u
:mwlwmcn.-n anced now to increase the
ruirmber of seats n the LS when the papula-
thon may only grow by 20 per cent from the
present number over the next 35 years or so,

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, duringa
media interaction, reeently sald that defimi-
ation would not adversely affect the interest
of the states and changes to parliamentary
representation would happen “pro rata”,
There has been no further clarification from
the Centre, leading Stalin to term this vague

unchear, Given that the 50-year freezeon

provide a repart based on ch thepop-  deli ion will come to an end soon, the
ulation, Oncethe Corni i Uniongo e obllzated I
part, oy rhere. Thismakes i political views before taking a decision. The
essary for the ssue tobe r.1|sed earlier, recent move by Stalin to st up a Joint Action

In 1950, India's fon was 359 mil- G of chicl ministers and non-gJP
lion peaple and we hausaots members. ln beaders has set thc ball lulllns for a nation-
1967 the number of| grewin521  wide deb 1. The battle lines

wihile our population grew to 522 million peo-
plr ln |976. thc pwulﬂtlunmrmmimﬁz?

maodate 543 mcmhcrs. Since 1976, India's
population has more than doubled t 145 bil-

have been drawn before the number of con-
stituencies can be redrawn,

Thee writer is an advacate practising in
Mudras Migh Cowrt and spokesperson, DMK

current moment — th of goods and services are | 1
ingly abstract, from scanning codes and i I to the advanced tech behind cryp-
tocurrency — pale in compartson to the umble coln of yesteryear,

‘When Benjamin Franklin wrote, *A penny saved is a penny earned”, he likely did not
Imagine that a penny made incurs a loss, Decades of inflation have madle the smallest unit
of the UScurrency — 100 pennies or cents malee a dollar — all but hiess Infact, for some

h boutdcents inl keapeny,Thi
and Donald Trump, in line with acampatgn promise, has
ordered Ih(‘ LIS Mint to smpsmklngtlm coins. But, amtums u|.|| apcnny is mmlm;

ugh to “stamp” with emblems, such haracters or the
outline of st dlestimation, These curios are, of course, sokd for well over a penny.

The penny s perhaps a counterproductive act of minting. But its survival — and the
rmayriad ways it's being used = is also a reminder that money and value, in the ultimate

scheme of things Juctsof the human i “While the accountant must do
her job and ruably one of the most signifi h being
have developed, stories ¢. the cold caleulus of its use and origis

MARCH 9, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

INDIA-USSR T1ES

INDHIA AND THE Soviet Unbon are likely to
step up their cooperation in the defence
sphere next week when the Defence
Minister, PV Narasimha Rao, will lead a
high-level delegation to  Moscow,
Narasimha Rao Is leaving for Moscow on
March 12, Altogether, hewill be inthe Soviet
Union for five days, having talks with the
Saviet Defence Minkster, Marshal Sergei
Sokolov, and other important Soviet bead-

minister visited Moscow was inOctober kst
year, but the then defence minister, S B
Chavan, had i cut short his visit because of
Indlira Ganelhi's assassination,

MinT CABINET

ﬂMINITHlEE-MEMBERUI:Im Imtledby
Hegde and ¢

Ra:hnh and N:dul Nazir Sab, was sworn n

by the Governor, A N Banerji, on Friday

mnlm awuplr ol hours after Hegde was

ers, Official here d to be at-
taching considerable importance to the visit
in view of New Delhi's drive to match
Pakistan's latest acquisition of sophisticated
weaponry, The last time an Indian defence

epaperindianexpresscom BBl BB

ted leader of the
Iskature party. For the first time in the history
of Kamataka, the swearing-in ceremaony was
held at the eastern gate of Vidhana Soudha,

Jestie backdrop of the high deme and the
stately pillars atop several sprawling steps,
This was where the state was renamed
Karnatalea by the then Chiel Minister, Devarsj
Urs, way back in 1973,

CMsTo Stay

THE COMNGRESS (1] s not lkely to disturh
mast of its chief minksters, especlally in the
states where the party has managed to fare
well in the recent assembly elections, The
AICC ([} ohservers, wh have gone to the state
:apllalslu auprmmlw rlmluno[tlw state

the seat of powerof the inst the ma-

party are e
lnud:m'mdmtry for maximum consensus
for present chiel ministers,

[
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Amid steep targets, a
budget forbalance

arnataka made history in 2004-05 when Siddar-
K;mniah, then Deputy Chiefl Minister holding the
inance portfolio, presented the state's first-ever
revenuesurplus budget. At thetime, Karnatakawas hailed
as the first state to achieve this milestone - ahead of the
Centre, earning Siddaramaiah national praise for project-
ing a dramatic improvement in the state’s fiscal health.
The Karnataka Fiscal Responsibility Act (KFRA) of 2002
'mandates that the state must present a revenue surplus
budget. However, Siddaramaiah's record 16th budget has
now projecteda revenue deficit for the second mn:-ucuuw.
year, While thedeficit of Rs 19,262 erore mark nt

SKILLINGUP

Al adoptionmust address
inequity, labour distress

Strategies should involve
all stakeholders, leverage
economic potential
without displacing labour

SHISHIR PRIVADARSHI AND
MISHIT PATIL

Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) reflects an
overarching approach ofinsillingacul-
ture of innovation from a young age.

Oneof the more debated topicsinthe
lead-uptothe: waswhether the
guwrnmcnl would propose direct so-

Theselabsaredesigned int -

ral school children to coding, robotics,

andather foundational Alskills,
e .

protect those
muost wlnumble o Al-induced jobdis-
placement. There isno explicit mention

i :
crucial, the policymakers also grapple
wnh the n,qulwmem M N:-ﬁkﬂlmgex

inthe final budget document, Critics ar-
guenhmwuhmmmbwsar«ynﬁ:he

I ive power of Arti loyed i i mwbe the if 1 service sectors,

I ficial Imelligence (Al) has shift-  si | formed by A could face :Ibrllp[ dmpl:u:mn: Pm—

«ed from the realm of theoretical mamnf‘lc:unug call centres, 1ndmn p the g wpproach
speculation to the forefront of real  software ser relyo ly intai pskilling effo

workd applmuonsw the past dec- i fing tasks. Recognisingthat  igate the potential job loss by opening

ade. | i na-  large of these workers risk  new opportunities in Al-driven indus-

improvement from the previous year s revised deficit esti-
mate of Rs 26,127 crore, it still reflects the state’s ongoing
financial struggles. With Rs 51,034 crore allotted to the
five guarantee schemes, itisevident that the Chief Minister
is grappling with the complexities of balancing welfare
commitmentsand fiscal discipline. Karnataka is now stead-
ily inching towards breaching KFRA's targets. The state’s
fiscal deficit stands at 2.95% of the Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP), just under the 3% cap mandated by the
Act. The total liabilities have surged
10 24.91% nearing the 25% ceiling.
The budget emphasises Siddar-
amaiah’s long-standing focus on
welfare, withsignificantallocations
o agnn.l]lu.re and i ngalmn Ano-

Siddaramaiah
tries balancing
welfarismwith
growthgoals

butvisionis
shorton fiscal
prudence

in capital expes nnd1rur\. the highest
ever for asset creation, amounting
to over Rs 83,200 crore. Addition-
ally, infrastructure development in
Bengaluru has received a substan-
tial push, addressing some of the —
city’s chronic congestion issues. However, the budget falls
shortin nd:im-ssmgth;. state’sheavy reliance on the service
sector, which Karnatal Thesector
contributes 66% to the gross value added (GVA) and has
grownatanimpressive 8.9%. Economists have repeatedly
warned that such over-reliance on the service sector is pm—
carious and have advocated a greater focus on

Jjor sectors often bed to concerns about
mass layoffs, Ower time, many of these
disruptions were mitigated by parallel
employment growth in emerging in-
dustries. Al however, poseschallenges
ofafarmore ransformativenature. In
light of such developments, a stark re-
illions ofworkers could

ntocarTy
out tasks once performed by humans.
The Union Budget 2025 puts forth sev-
eral initiatives aimed at nurturing Al
innovation whileexpanding the skill se
of India's workforoe, but the devil liesin
the detailsofimipl ionandscale.

Central to the mission is the an-
nouncementof five new National Cen-
tres of Excellence (CoEs) in ng.
each with specialised curricula de-
signed to prepare both new entrants
and existing workers for the Al-driven
future which are envisioned 1o be de-
veloped through global frameworks
and partnerships, ensuring that the
curriculum remains aligned with the
latest international standards. This
may include forging agreements with
top-tier global institutions and tech-
mology companies, so that students

and seasoned professionals acquire e

hands-on experience in operating Al

the manufacturing sector. While the Industrial Policy for
2025-30 sets an ambitious target of 12% growth for man-
ufacturing, the sector’s current growth rate stands at a
maodest 5.8%, The budget lacksa clear roadmap toachieve
thistarget by 2030, raising questions about its feasibility,
Overall, the budget attempts tostrike abalance between
immediate welfare needs and long-term infrastructure
goals. However, itfalls short in presentinga rransformative
vision for Karnataka's future. While it addresses urban
challenges, particularly in Bengaluru, and prioritises
the welfare of marginalised communities and farmers, it
compromises on fiscal prudence. On a positive note, the
state has exceeded its revenue targets, but unless fiscal
management is strengthened, Karnataka, which has long
prided itself on being well-managed, risks perpetuating its
cycleof deficitsand unmet development promises,

Welcome judgement,
abstractcaveat

l )odcamer Ranveer Allahbadia, whn mgbeen hanbecl
over th s for some o
mmmtﬁon'-ocmlrm:dn ha.-;gul some rchl:(fmm

thecourtbutisnotoff th Heh tion
from arrest following several FIRs registered ay.mst him
and now, the Supreme Court has allowed him to produce
his shows as long mtheydon tviolate tradmma] Indian
norms.” Thecourt said hi deemed

Ible forall age groups. Itakso felrthat re,gulmor)' measures”

areneeded against theabuse of the right to free speech and

expression in social media to ensure that the use of “filthy
language” and “vulgarity” did not pass off as humour in
programmes streamed online. While maintaining that
ithere must beaway toensure that the programmes adhere
to“well knmnmm‘a]mndmls of Indian society, the court

Al th esthatwould strike

a balance between upholdmg the right to free speech and

reasonable restrictions on itimposed by the Constitution.
The court did well to allow Allahbadia to resume his pro-

fession, as the earlier blanket ban on his podeasts, which
hc isentitled to produa.' as part of hisright tolife and right

hand 1. The court had
in the past di d such blan- -
ket bans as such “gag orders have
a chilling effect on free speech.” It JEITTENLY
Thas told Allahbadia that *if he posts  @WENENELO]
tweets in violation of law”, he would

comply with

e ans ble fiorit. The challe FhiaE
ealisbid 250 “traditional”

is that “traditional Indian norms”
are a vague standard that chang-
s from state to state and region
to region, and from time to time.
Judgements on the basis of such
vague norms often become subjec-
me.persoml :md even pohuml as
ittends setimes, Addi heconfusion is
thatin cases like Allahbadia’s, itis obscenity -which many
would say lies in the eye or mind of the observer- that isto

norms but what
really qualifies
astradition?

ﬂlkpla.tl.‘mt.ﬂ(lf[hl.’y do not adapt, the
government plans to utilise the new

CoEsinskilling and upskilling hubs.
In the realm of fiscal incentives, the
budget has taken a two-pronged ap-
proach. First, a Fund of Funds (Fol)
for Deeprech startups of Rs 10,000
crore, and second, funding support for
R&D, earmarking Rs 20,000 crore for

tries. The truth likely lics somewhere
inbetween.

In light of these debates, the forma-
tion of a dedicated committee focused
«on the regulatory aspects of Al-driven
labour reforms could serve as an in-
formative authority on the maner. It
shall contain representatives from the
government, private sector, labourun-
ons, and subj

Justrep 10f
lM Iabaurlomc I:muldhdp eslablish
b, bathup-
ski nngnm‘amm and worker tran-
sition support; itwould help standard-
ise skill development methodobogies,
assess Al-related disruptions in real
time, and recommend the necessary
course correction.

The path to inclusive Al adoption
miay incorporate an ongoing dlal.ogue
between poli
public. This kind of mulu su\]aeholdcr
engagement can help identify unfore-
seen howlenecks and course correct
palicies before labour displacement or
ulnnluwrsngjn becomes severe. The
Bud,
|:|I' thr concept of IKIG*Al™ - India’s

ncouraging pri
in the field. Such

Indueed Growth in Artifi-
cial I bath the

reflect the

abundant pmmm'and the real-workd

Uwh |nmrpln|ng I:lrgcd.nlssclj and  beliefthat Indi
dutions to real  the global A as
world w!blenu‘[‘lwgmﬂmnmn— olcm:inig-tdne intellectual property.
youth This collaborative strategy also res-

but ta cater to thase whoneed to pivor
from traditional roles that are at risk of
obsolescence,

Another key component of the
budget is the Rs-500 crore Al-pow-
ered CoEin Education, Thisprojectcan
serve as 4 way to transform teaching
methodologies, especially in domains
where practical experience is as es-
sential as theoretical g ding such

onates with Indin's broader vision of
“Makein India, Make for the World.”

Yet forall these initiatives to bear fruit,
we must address issues of digital in-
frastructure and inclusion. Al-based

f adopeing AL

‘While strategic investments signify
a step forward, the question of work-
foree displacement cannot be ignored.
By s heasi (i N

SPEAKOUT

States that produce more kids will not benefit
moreduringdelimitation. [t doesntwork
like that. We are notonly the

worlds largest democracy but

also the world’s most mature

governance system...

Hardeep Singh Purl. Linion Minister

The text has disappeared under the interpretation.
Friedrich Nietzsehe

TO BE PRECISE

CLAIM THE CENTRE
I5 DEAF. AND DEFLATE
THE LANGUAGE ROW!

WHAT Say?

INPERSPECTIVE
Canpeacekeeping
dowithoutwomen?

Womenin
peacekeeping forces
haveimproved
community
engagement, reduced
improper use of foree
D JEEVAN KUMAR

r I1hc first-ever United Na-
tions Conference for
Women Peacekecpers

themed Women in Peace-

keeping: A Global South Per-
spective washeld in New Delhi
on February 24-25, bringing
together UN Women Peace-
keepers from 35 lruup con-

ers serving in LN eritical mis-
sions, including those in the
Democratic Republic of Con-
go, South Sudan, Lebanon, and
the Golan Helghts.
Asrolemadels,
negotiators

Several participantsattheNew
Delhi conference echoed how
women often bring invaluable
perspectives to peacekeeping
operations, Inspector Gener-
al Seema Dhundia, who led
India’s first all-women FPU in
Liberia, reflocted onthe experi-
ence, “Weimmersed ourselves
inlocal society, communicating
and practising inclusiveness.
Our efforts motivated young

tools demand rvlmhlc

and

as in the medical l'wld By integrating
Al and Virnal Reality (VR) tools inte
ithe medical curriculum, students can
|practise surgeries in a risk-free, virtu-
al environment and master complex
anatoemical coneepts through immer-
sive, interactive simulations. The gov-

ernment sdecision ofintroducing new

that remains eusive in many parts of
India. The budget allocation for digital
infrastructure includes proposals 1o
expand IIh:lr.nthl agmmmcnt run

networks o
semi-urban and remote d.ﬁlnm In
principle,th ik
thedigital gap.

t holders, Indi fully | tribai rganised  Liberian women to join their
realise Al's potential as an economic hy:hcummrru:mnﬂmm national police. By the time we
catalyst, while safeguarding the liveli- | the Ca:tre for United Nations  left, the number of women in
hoods of millions. Ul Iy, the sus- | F (CUNPK), it the Liberian National Police
tainability of this IKIGAI" journeywill | highligh hy dforgreat-  had significantly i
hmymnlumeﬁcclu-ly thralmuunctsd er female p:u-tmpaunn and  This success story mspwed
initiat 1 ping  other nations - such as Bangla-

ihl I ded, ridwid desh and Rwanda - o increase
and how steadfast I:ldna remains com- Mlmm-rdk.m-mal Affairs  female police deployments
mitted to making Al hankar noted that 2025 1o UN missions. Rwanda now
aforce for inclusive growth. marks 25 years since the adop-  boasts one of the highest per-

(Shishir is the president of
Chintan Research Fondationand an ex-
aitrectorafthe WTO: Nishit fsa research
assistant af  Chintan Research
Forndation)

tion uf:he TUN Security Council
Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace, and Security. He stressed
the importance of building on
the progress so far to enhance
and empower women's roles in

RIGHTIN THE MIDDLE

Joyamidst the dailytumble

We lived carefree lives,
mindless of the urban
chaos

SUDHA DEVI NAYAK

their pmg:rmdnwn thatstreet, but our

ftusou with
dnervesof ti
awinganda prayer.

‘We, of course, enjoyed the walk,
revelling in the marvels of the street,
and friends joined us on the way, and
beforewe knewit, wewere through the:
2-km swretch and found ourselws at

that deliy

P

and its ils. The trailing bougainvillaca

on the walls, beds of sunflowers and

chr_yga_mhcm‘t.lms. Iogemel: uyi:h‘:hle
el Lawn

job faithfully, added lustre toour young,

{i\o\.‘sasﬁlcbru"acmmcdour hair and

ity
In 2003, the UN appointed
the first ever woman Police
Advisor, Kiran Bedi from
India, Speaking at the con-
ference, she reinforced why
female participation is vital:
“Our presence ensures the
needs of women and children
areaddressed; wecanadvocate
for the most vulnerable,”
Despite various initiatives,
fewer than 10M% of the UN's ap-
proximately 70,000uniformed
Peamhwp-crs[mlhlnry palice,

the grass. W heartscon-
tent, revel . inthe sheerjoy of words,
Examinations werea necessary evil;

schﬂdmnsrr:fvinguvimhcmh
J bl of i laree housshald
in a bustling metropolis, life was
dedwithincidents. We -

sdm] Wi joined the loag lines For the

v praver before being herded

upeardyinthemorni dup, fed,

clothed. and sent 1o school. The street
we had to traverse was large and broad
and formed part of the famed Grand
Trunk Road running through Calewtta.
{now Kolkata), with lorries and buses
carstr ol h
street. hedged in by narrow houses that

nmlsimﬁcr';:'w;:mnuﬁnlpnths.mnl
dio thel 4

intodifferentel teachers were:
incharge; we tried to pay attention and
learnt the amenials, theoccasional

prank that incensed the teachers, but
added o I i
There were Sports events, Concerts,
and interschool tournaments that
pepped up our young lives. The green

d  lawns of our school, ringed by wallrees

of jamun, Si!.krnll.tlll. and mango, held

rowstretch nlennt‘l‘nrpndrsu'imshith
those huge, noisy vehickes whizzing past

at breakneck pace. A scene that most  be see

modern parents would baulkatsending

iF S
afternoons of childhood, away from
the pr)irlg eyes of teachers, we would
precariowsly on their
hﬂnchrs. feeling on top of the world

evokingr
parents. Sometimes they were acause
for elation too. We put it down to the
vagaries of examinations, the whims
of teachers, and divine dispensation.
Lunches were communal, shared with
“Grace,” and we lived collective lives

bservers)are women. The

centages of women in its secu-
rity forces, owing to proactive
policies towards recruiting
and training women for peace-
lulﬁnx. Gorette Mwenzan-
gu, a Rwandan Peacckeeper,
highlighted the pivotal role of
womern's inclusion in Rwanda’s
past-conlict relorms.
Vice-Chief of Indian Army Lt
Gen NS RajaSubramani stated,
“Women are far better negoti-
ators and mediators. They help
resolve conflicts, and their pres-
ence enhances operational ef-
fectiveness, wherever missions
are deployed. Their approach,
combinedwithdiverse perspec-
tives, improves mission perfor-
mance and credibilitg”
Maj Thermite Mara, a UN
P«.n.c:lcepcf from Guinea,
ech i “Wom-

L menin
military contingents and 25%
women in police contingents
by 2028 {under the uniformed
Mﬂdﬁ'wn straegy).
Gender p':nw |$m~h.fp
ing — especially among Imders
and uniformed | =

personn
long beenaUN priority. The UN
which relies on member states

en are the best negotiators in
the world, We act as mothers,
sisters, and family, which helps
build trust. We understand
when to use force, bmwe pri-
oritise negotiation.”

From Liberia to Rwanda, Sri
Lankato Morocco, the storicsof
UNWomen Peacekecpersshow-

well and still others who were and no
more, We remember alife wholly lived
and with joy now trned to memory
and nostalgia.

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR
Maternal mortality; Why socio-cultural awareness ma ttu S

‘Maternal mortality and India’s multifold chal-

Apropos
lenges' [Mar?l.u‘lnlelllemleh@h

B 1 kah

In 2000, Security Council
Resolution 1325 kickstarted the
initiative to promote mwns
role in conflict and

ina sLnu-ul'nmty amidst the diversi- | for military and po\lin: ounl'nl- casetheirransformativeimpact
ty with undiluted h Before on host ities, They de-
long the idyll came to an end, and we | atives urging and i liver  effe
shifted i into :I\e big bad workd and its :roep—and polmonlnhumg rmpalhy nnd _much- necded
byacci- nore Wom-
ghed  dentor design: we hear of athers doing mMcelveem Cnl Dl!yn Akhmetova, a UN

Peacekeeper from Kazakhstan,

who served in UNIFIL, spoke

nhuut n:mlrlng a cllurch
ds,

msolullon urging increased

gAnising,
school events, highlighting the

inall UN
Puacemui&cmcﬂoﬂs Sub-
sequent Women in Peace and

entric nature of

peacckecping.
Smdusnuhnlrlhauhemdxr

Security (WPS) Resol

(1820, 1884, 1889, 2122, 2242)
emphasised women'skeadership
i -conflict

tural fabricof th

gjl.wloe-yumn

woverlooks a er

Darareveals that a specific rl:glun cumpnslng five contig:
V0L States — lej!l by, Haryana, Rajasthan, UP, and MP

~has alarmingly high maternal mortal

Falled to reduce the numbers below 100, What explains
Th I-

may liein

lity rates and has

tised, and new mothers
duies within 15-20 days. Eld i Wb, ible for

caregiving, often resist modern nutritional guidetines, de-
priving maothers of proper nutrition during both antenatal
and postnatal phases. The government must
socio-culral awareness alongside healthcare ininiatives.

inpeace p

nting

reconstruction

prioritise

Bengalury

e judged. The question is whether we h bj legal
toals tomake ajudgement.

The court has favoured a regulatory scheme that would
respect freedom of speech and operate within the frame-
work of “reasonable restrictions” imposed by the Consti-
tution. The government would welcome that proposition
as it would only like stricter regulation on anything. But
the laws on obscenity and related offences aln.mlycxlbt.
asseen in the fact that cases have hecn registered against
‘Allahbadiaandoth The- I I peol‘thelzw
m\dlummrplw il tantly, there
should be room lnrlnughterm mcwiy and the law should
notsilence it.

Pollution politics

Trefer to ‘Cong MLA as KSPCE chief:
HC orders notice to govt’ (Mar 5). By
amending the State Pollution Coatrol
Board (Manner of Nomination and
Conditions of Service of Chairman)
Rules, 2024, the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests, and Climate
Change has weakened the eligibilicy
requirements for the SPCH chief
posts, despite the Supreme Court's
ruling. This amendment has paved

the way for political appointees
rather than domain experts to occupy
SPCR positions. Ungualified politcal
appointees, beholden to their political
masters, eannot deliver impartial
judgements, The authorities’ lack of
commitment to environmental pro-
rection is evident in their actions,

KV Chandramouli, Mysunu

Rampant corruption

Apropos “More commission now

than before, says contractor’s body”
(Mar 4), itis clear that corruption
FEMAins a pervasive issue inour
country, transcending party lines;
the question is no longer who is cor-
rupt but who is more corrupt.

CV Aravind, Bengalury

O MRS are welCome 10 email keters o
[only letters

e,

Countries of the Global
Southarethe largesttroopoon-
tributors o UN Peacekeeping,
with India as the world's top
troop-contributing nation, In
the 15605, Indian womien med-
ieal officers were deployed in

India’s @

forces enhances credibility, fa-
cilitates access to diverse com-
MUNIGS, CTsUres more positive
interactions with Iocalpopula-
tions, and more importanily, re-
ducestheimproperuseofforee.
The conference concluded
with o renewed commitment
o invest in women's participa-
tion and beadership, reinfore-
ing the global peacekeeping
framework. Wrapping up the
1 Gener-

the Congo - iniriati
legacy of women in UN peace-
keeping. In 2007, India be-
came the first nation to deploy
an all-women police unit in
Liberia. This groundbreaking

move inspired local women  wi

to join the security sector and
sparked broader UN efforts to

pled).
Al letters must carry the sender's postal
ackdness and phone numiber.

“Today, Indialeadswithmore
than 150 Women Peacekeep-

al Seema Dhundia, captured
a simple truth, “The question
is not whether women can do
peacekeeping. The question is
whether peacekeeping can do
ithoutwomen.”

(The writer is an homorary
professor ar the Karmatake
Sraee Rurad ¢ and
Pamchayat Raj University,
Cranalag)
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| BIG PICTURE

HEN BILAL Dewan
was taken into
Assam's Matia camp
onMarch 11,2023, he
had already spent
over seven years in detention ar Dibrugarh
Central Jail Inall those years, he had neither
met nor spoken to anyone from his family,
But to his jov, in the sprawling Matia ‘transit
camyy — Assam's designated detention camp
to house “illegal foreigners™ that became
functional in 2023 — he met Abdul Rahim,
hiselder brother, Abdul Rahim had similarly
been brought to the camp the previous day
after having spent six years in Jorhat jail,

"Maybe it was sad to find out that we
were both in this situation. But at that ma-
ment, | was so happy, He was the first Eamily
member | had seen in seven years,” says Bilal
Dewan, now 30,

Inthatco whi
for another nearly bwie years among others
similarly condemned as foreigners, Bilal and
Abelul laid their mattresses next to each
ather's — the days went past and they wan-
dered if anything would change for them,

It did. On November 30, 2024, Abdul
Rahim stepped out on Bail and returned to
his family home in Central Assam's Nagaon
district, Two manths later, Bilal Dewan too
was released on bail after having spent ning
years in detention. As he returned to his sib-
lings in Magaon after nearly a decade, unbe-
knowenst to him, five days after his release,
the Supreme Court directed the Assam gov-
emment to initiate the process of his depor-
tation from the counstry within two weeks,

Bilal Devvan was among 63 inmates of the
Matia camp (as on January 21 whose uncer-
tain status h.1ﬁ spurred the Supreme Court
fin-
| aredd as ot be-
ing Inclian citizens but whose nationality is
not ascertained, At the core of what the
Supreme Court is pushing the state and the
Centre to answer is; what happens to peo-
ple declared foreigners by foreigners” tri-
bunals in Assam after they ane detained?

"When we asked a question to the Chief

Like in thousands of cases

of people declared foreigners
by tribunals, both Bilal
Dewan and Abdul Rahim had
been declared for
parte’, meaning that the
proceedings had been
conducted and orders passed
in their absence

ners ‘ex-

Secretary of Assam.,.. whether the national-
ity of the persons listed at serial nos, 1 &3
is kenown, he answered affirmatively, Asitis
lenowen that persons at serial nos, 1 63 are
citizens of |addesh),

country | B
there is no reason why State of Assam can-
not start procedure for their deportation,”
stated the Supreme Court bench of Justice
Abhay Oka and Justice Ljjal Bhuyan in their
February 4 order,

‘When The Indian Express met Bilal in the
eastern Assam town of Moran — where he
has returned to work as a scrap collector af-
ter his release — he had not heard about the
discussion in the Supreme Court and was be-
wildered when told about it,

“l don’t even know Bangladesh. | have
never been there. | have never even seen
what kind of a place Bangladesh is, They can

ly if Lam from
But | have always been here,” says Bilal,

While Bilal is one of those directly ad-
dressed by the Supreme Court's order, itsim-
plication extends to those like his elder
brother Abdul Rahim, 40, who was an inmate
at the Matia camp until shortly before the
February 4 order of the Supreme Court.

“Broadly, there are two categories of for-
eigners, One category is wi\r.'rr.' the persons
are declared as not kndi ks and their

THE 63 INASSAM WITH ‘NO ADDRESSES’

‘We can’t be

from nowhere’

Bilal Dewan was declared an “illegal foreigner”. So was his brother, both of whom spent years
in Assam’s jails, including in the Matia detention camp, till they came out on bail a few
months ago. With the state telling the Supreme Court that the 63 inmates at the camp are
Bangladeshis without an address, Bilal tells SUKRITA BARUAH: ‘What address can I tell them...
when [ was born here, my grandparents were here?’

intl

nationality is known, The other category is
where the [foreigners' ]mhun.ﬂhm declared
that
their nationality is not known. As far as the
first category is concerned, it poses no diffi-
culry. As far as the second category is con-
cerned, the Union of India will have totell the
Court in what manner their cases will be
dealt with because they are neither Indian
nationals mor their citizenship status is
kenown," stated the Suprems Court Benchon
February 4.

The brothers are part of this "second cai-
epgory’ and the Solicitor General recently
stated that the question was being dealtwith
“at the highest level". Following this, the
court granted the Centre time till March 21 to
place its decision on record.

‘No one told me why I'ma
Bangladeshi’

Like in thousands of cases of people de-
clared foreigners by tribunals, both Bilal
Dewaan and Abdul Rahim had been declared
Foredgners ex-parte’, meaning that the pro-
ceedings had been conducted and arders
passed in their absence,

The tribunals get two kinds of cases:
those against whom a “reference” has been
madle by the border palice, and those whose
names in the electoral rolls have a
‘0¥ [ Doubdful) against them - D-voters are
people who in 1997 were marked “doubtful”
imthe electoral rolls of Assam J.ﬂeral]ngndly

session, of the 2.44 lakh D-voters sent to the
tribunals, 42 985 have been declared foreign-
ers, Also, of the 4.36 lakh cases forwarded to
the tribunals by the border police, 1,65592
have been declared foreigners,

The cases referred to the tribunals by the
border police based on suspicions that the
person is a foreigner — lile thar of the broth-
ers — are served notices to report for the in-
quiry. The mandate of the tribunals is o de-
termine whether a person presented
before them is a *foreigner” or an Indian cit-
zen, According to the provisions of Section
Bof the Foreigners Act, the onus of proving
that the person is not a foreigner lies with
the person.

Of all the £3 detainees who have been un-
der discussion in the apex court, Bilal had

i the longest time in detention, But inall
se years, he said, he has never seen the
tribunal’s orderdeclaring him a foreigner nor
I hie aweare of hiow thee case against him first
came to be. Neither has Abdul Rahim who
said that it was onby after he was picked up by
palice in August 2006 that he was told that
he had been served a notice by the border
police 11 years ago. While the brothers are
originally from Haibargaon in Magaon dis-
trict, both had been living and working 280
kem away in Moran, a town in Dibrugarh dis-
trict, since thie earky 20005,

Inside the Matia camp

Last month, the Supreme Court directed the Assam government to
initiate the process of deportation of 63 inmates of the Matia
detention camp. How the numbers stack up

270 133

daily wage work | got, Early one morning. |
had stepped out of my room o have some

being unable to prove their c
ing verification.
i b latesit dlata pr thie

tea When| apo-
licernan caught mwe and said that a “sir’ was
calling me to the police station, He took me

Mistratiors: St Dey

o the police station and | sat there for some
time, Then, [ was given a challan for jorhat
Jjail, That was on August 5, 2016, Since then,
Twias in jail until | gor out two months ago,”
says Abdul Rahim.

He says that at that time, he was not
aware ofwhat he had been accused of, “Tonky
realised when D went to the jail, There were
many more people lilke me, Some 300-350
people were there who were called
Bangladeshi, Some of them had been there
for seven years, eight years,,,." he says.

Larer, he says, he was told by police that
e had been served a notice by barder police
in Haibargaon in 2005, However, his sister
Ameena Khatoon, whois the one who coor-
dinated with laveyers to get him out, claims
that no one in their family had received it,
“Our parents died when we were children,
and | was very young, We don't know when
the notice came orwhio received it,” she says,

The Indian Express accessed the onder by
the Sivazagar forsigners tribumal, dated May
22 2008, which had declared him a foreignes,
and found that it was a “commaon judge-
ment” which collectively declared 95 peo-
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proving that he is not a foreigner,

Both the brothers insist that their pa
nal grandfather Misir Ali Dewan was in-
cluded in the 1951 National Register of
Citizens and recorded as a resident of
Magaon's Haibargaon,

"When | found out what the case was, |
asked the palice sir for a chance to bring my
doouments from Magaon and show him, but
e said that the case is already done, Noone
todd mie why I'm a Bangladeshi. | don’t even
know nnylhml, about all these things .1m:|

whatwould | b d
1knew? Onee inside, | stayed as they kept me,
‘What could | have said to anyone? | stayed
hiow they kept, would eat food when they
would give food, that's it says Bilal

Moy, however, a set of lawyers working
on citizenship matters — who helped them
secure their bail on the basis of the
Supreme Court's 2020 directions to release
on bail such individuals who had been in
detention for over two years — ane looking
to challenge the tribunals’ orders in the
nghCuur:
pened tovisit the Matia Transit Camp for .m
other case, M first, we were shocked to find
that both the cases are ex-parte, which .1lic|

..nerrmmlepl n
P al Ittook
25 SOITYE L to get thmn outon the 5Cs re-
lease orders as multiple jurisdictions were
invadved, Qur next step is to challenge their
owders at the High Court, Of course, the larger
issue of constitutionality of detention is sub-
judice in the Supreme Court, therefore, | am
barred from commenting on that. We only
hope for the best,” said Dipesh Agarwala, one
of the lawyers,

Several others among the 63 detainees,

and other people who have been declared

ious stages of legally challenging the orders
of the tribunals.

‘An arbitrary system’

‘While Bilal and Abdul Rahim have been
declared foreigners by tribunals, what the
“No one told me why I'ma
Bangladeshi, T don't even
know anything about all these
things and processes, so what
would I have even done if 1
knew? Onee inside (Matia), [
stayed as they kept me, would
eat food when they would give
food... That's it,” says Bilal

Assam government had told the Supreme
Court is that it had not been able to initiate
the process of deportation of declared fi
eigners because they had not “divulged” their
Bangladesh addresses,

Asenior Assam government official sar-
lier told The Indien Express, “The process of
deportation is a diplomatic issue and is a
Central government matter. The role of the
state government is imited o referring the
matter to the Ministry of External Affairs.
In all these cases, we have to fill a
Nationality Verification Status Report and
send it to the MEAwhich it sends to the em-
bassy or high commission of the other
country. Once the embassy tells us that the
individual is indeed anatbonal of that coun-
try and the address is correct, we hand over
these persons to the BSF, which takes it up
with the paramilitary force of the other
country.., Inall the other cases [204 other
inmates in the detention camp at the time |
we have sent the reports to the MEA but
these 63 people have not divulged an ad-
dressin Bangladesh,”

However, as noted by the Supreme Court,
the state asserts that they know that their
country of origin is Bangladesh,

"What address can | tell them? How can
1 say that | have an address in Bangladesh
when I'was born here and even my grand-
parents were here? argues Bilal,

Laweyer Aman Wadwd, who has worked
extensively on citizenship cases, questions
the process, “It's an arbitrary system whene
alarge number of Indian citizens ane accused
of being illegal immigrants by investigation
apencies, mostly without proper investiga-
tion. These cases are referved to the tribunals,

 ane stripped of their d )
— gither for not appmnng before the tribu-
nal or for minor innames in their
documents, But o deport them, the 'coun-
try of origin’ needs to confirm that they ane
mationals of that country. Why will
Bangladesh do that? The tribunal decides
whether a person is an illegal immigrant or
ot and they are de facto accused of coming
from Bangladesh,” he says.

More than eight years after he was first
detained, Abdul Rahim still cmnpﬂ.-lu.-nd1

wlitthe of his. e, He i g
thmul,h the motions - making his wmkly
appearance at the local police station, as is
mandated by hns I1.1|I cnndltlnlu But hie i

of allth

ple- |nchd|ng.'\hdul Rahim - ‘e~ gquick 1k
parte’(| w). The order th
inithy Fall 95 people, th could "Howean |

ot be served to the person concerned since

they had mosed away from thedr last known

places of residence and instead, signatures

Taad b " i

inthe localities.
Similarty, Bilal's order, dated Febiruary 7

20014, states that he has been declared a for-

inmates in the Matia camp as of inmates have been declared
January 21,2025 “foreigners" by Foreigners Tribunals
inAssam, OF the 133, 70 have
"admltndmhcdnghndadpshl
15 and
]‘36 in Bangladesh
people of the 270 - 103 Rohingyas, 32
Chin people and a person from
Senegal - have been sentenced and 63
convicted for violations of the )
Act, the Citi Act and ing Bilal Dewan, have not
the Passports Act. They have been shared an address. Ofthe 63, 13 are
eleclared citi foth i e
h “jail sentences
and have been placed in the “transit SOlrce; fieed
camp” while ii Ihs T b S it

epaperindianexpresscom BEEE DR

eigner dlicl ot aprpear before the tribae-
nal ;m:l failed to discharge his burden of

should be removed from India? If thcy re-
e us, where will they put us? They need
o give us a place somewhere, [Fthey don'r,
o will we go? We have not given an ad-
dress for anywhere else because we don't
have one, We onby have an Indian address. [f
they want us to go there, they will have o
give uscitizenship for that country. We can't
e from nowhere.”
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Editor’s

TAKE
Women's Day: Not an
episodic event but an

ONgoing epic saga

The future belongs to those who dare to demolish
barriers and Indian women are quick learners

niernational Woman's Dﬂﬂ! nat an annual evant, to bo reduced to

yat another date routinety done and dusted in the yearly calendar,

Itis a patont reminder of the struggles wamen have endured through

histary and the yotto be achleved. ,in par-

ticular, have battled intense socio-oconamic and cultural challenges. What

suts thom apart on the g however, is

to shattar aitel v

loss pages of narratives historieally dominated and scripted by man, and

admittadly soma waman, for an inharently patriarchal soclety, Today, as we
calabrate these we that b

for the Indian waman is still a work (n progress, indeed an ongelng jour-

nay. En route ta the final dastination lies a path strawn with constrictive

d ba with, The Indian

ot
gritand
"

|
waman shall, and will.

hama accoss to odu-
cation and carear tha indian . Today,
daspite the gradual bridging of time-warn gendor faultiines, the modemn
Inclian f q P Safuty
cOncams, p gandor- i o
Ingt Issues that nat only require a systemic change but a decisive ablitera-
tian of decadant mindsets. Cultural aroa

avary woman must fight, her individual battles, har attampts to strike a pic-
ture-parfact balance batween professional aspirations and family needs.
This dual respansibility has oftan compellod aur women to compromises,
many stapping back from their place of wark dua to lack of institutional
support, such as matemity banefits and flexible wark environments.
Despite thesa hurdles, Indian women have canved & nicha for them-
sulves with thair unique resilience, For instance, the Armad Forces, once

Miles to go before she sleeps

International Women's Day underscores the need to remember that gender justice should be an integral part of
policy-making and governance, beyond symbolic gestures and rhetorical lectures

s a woman in politics and an
advocate for womens volces
nationally and internationally, 1
extend my warmest wishes on
this International Womens Day.
This occaslon serves not just as a celebra-
thon but also as a moment of reflection on
the progress we have made and the long road
ahead in achieving true gender equal :h{.‘

This year's Women's Day comes a short
month after the Delhi elections, marking a
hikstoric moment with the ap |In|.rw.'||lul'ﬁa.'
city’s fourth female Chief Minister and first-
ever female Leader of Opposition. We also
witnessed an unprecedented voter turnout,
with women surpassing men—a0.9 per
cent against 60.2 per cent—In exercising thelr
democratic rights, Delhi also saw the high-
st number annmcn contesting the elec-
thon this time, making up 14 per cent of the
total candidates. However, the same did not
translate into elected representatives, with
only 7 per cent of the seats going to women,
the lowest in a decade.

Before we see these figures as a sign of
progress towards Wlll“t:l&i wqual Fepresen-
tation in the democratic process, [ must
remind you of the Women's Reservation Act
passed in 2023 to ensure 33 per cent repre-
sentation of women In the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblbes. Despite getting full support
across party lines, this Act remaing in
limbo, awalting the completion of the cen-
sus and delimitation exerclses before getting
Implemented.

e census was postponed from 2020 and
has been indefinitely delayed since the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, As a ]
of 33 per cent repres

an exclusive proserve of our yaung man, naw pi wamen

as fighter pilots, fficers, and front Loaders ke
agy Hl‘u;-ll N i

pal in sports, all i spiring millions. Women

joumalists, sclentists, and engineers have risen to praminance, from
Gagandaep Kang In virolagy to Tassy Thomas, India’s 'Misslla Woman.' The
Indlian judiciary, today has an enviable gallery of women judges champi-
oning gender justice, with a lady parhaps paised to bacome the country's
first famale Chief Justica.

Howevar, trus gendor equality must reflect bn increased representation
of women in palitics and corparate boardroams. Laws do ealst to protoct
their ights, but enforcament is aften weak, Education and financial inde-
m ara kay to g 's and must form the
badrock af fundamental rights. Palicy reforms must ensure aqual pay, safer

i d equal i Soclotal mindsats noed
o shift, an active role in onder equality. Schools
must instill values of inclusivity from an early age, ensuring that each com-
ing ganeration is sensitisad to the naed for a mare equitable parspoctive,

Today servas s has b o, thi jour-

remalng a distant deeam, while the v
comtinues to hover around 1014 per cent.
This |inl:rrn Is visible across states that
recently held their elections—women com-
prised 9 per cent of candidates and 8 per cent
of elected representatives in Mahu.rnall,ltlm. o
per cent of candidates and 14 per cent win-
ners bn Haryana, and 11 per cent of candi-
dates with 15 per cent representation in
Jharkhand,

Even as we fight for greater reprasentation
In politics, the discourse around women
remalng regressive, with many politicians
making lmmmmlah: comments about how
wormen should dress, behave and conduct
themselves, Women continue to be blamed
for their harassment, while structural issues
of gender-based violence remain unad-
dressed. India still lacks a marital rape law,

3
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dignity are up for debate cannot claim to be
on the path to equality. The gender gap in
representation extends beyond politics into
the corporate world, after tokenlstic
efforts to mandate having at least one
worman on company boards, the progress on
parity has been slow.

Women held just 18 per cent of board seats
in India in Jir}.{hlagglng the global average
of 23 per cent, OF this, the number of women
chakring company boards stands low at 4 per
cent. The situation is even worse at the high-
st executive levels—only 6 per cent of CEOs
globally are women, with India standing at
o meagre 5 per cent. Middle management,
the crucial pipeline for future keadership, has
also declined, with women's representation
falling from 1819 per cent in 2019 to 14-
16 per cent post-pandemic,

India’s total share of female employees in
sentor and middle management is only 12.7
per cent, significantly lower than neighbour-
ing countries like St Lanka (24.6 per cent)
and Thailand (34.7 per cent), The situation
s o better for women entrepreneurs, India
wanks 57th out of 65 on the Index of Women
Entrepreneiirs, and only 20 per cent of busi-
messes are led by women. The funding gap is
particullarly stark — just 0.3 per cent of India’s
venture capltal funding went to women-led
startups in 2021,

This funding disparity Is not just an Indkan

cent of VO funding,
Europe presents o sim-
Har pleture, with male-
led startups consis-
tently securing the
lion's share of invest-
ments, Gender bias in
the Investment
ncess 1 well-estab-
Ished. Experiments
have shown that iden-
tleal startup pliches
are more lkely to recelve funding when
deliverad by a male volce than a female one.
Investors ask male founders about growth
potential, while female entreprencurs are
questioned about personal commitments—
marital status, children and whether thedr
business Is merely a *lifestyle venture”
These blases are deeply ingrained and sys-
temic, stalling women's progress at every
lewel- It s, therefore, not surprising that our
artificial intelligence systems, the technol-
ogy of the future, turm out to be gender-
biased as well. Al s anly as unbiased as the
data it is trained on. The gender disparities
I our soclety are mirrored in Al declslon-
making, reinforcing rather than challenging
exlsting inequalities,
If we want a more equitable future, we
need to change our thinking at the funda-

PRIVANKA
CHATURVEDI

1n the wake of these sobering realities, we
miust also recognise the steps that can drive
real change.

Thie Government must ensure thie time-
Iy implementation of the Women's
Reservation Act. Companles need o go
beyond filling quotas and focus on mentor-
ing and promoting women In leadership
robes, Investors and venture capitalists must
address thelr bases and provide fair fund-

ing opy 0 I X
I-Zn}lun:allun and skill-building programmes
myust empower young women to take on
leadership roles in various sectors.
Maoreover, i s necessary that we, as a soci-
ety foster an environment where wormen feel
safe and supported in the workplace, in pal-
ithes, and public spaces. Sexual harassnient
and workplace discrimination must be
addressed with stronger legal protections and
wero-tolerance policies, and public represen-
tatives should reflect these values,
Women's issues must not be sidelined or
treated as secondary concerns but should be
an integral part of policy-making and gov-
ernance. On this Women's Day, let us go
beyond symbolic gestures. The numbers tell
a sobering story, but they also offer a clear
roadmap for change, 1t 18 time to twen these
statlstics Into tangible action and move
beyond rhetorle 1o create a world where

and progressive legislation such as
Maharashtra's proposed Shaktl Bill—

ey toward true empowermant s far from over, It s not just about celabrat-
ing but abaut the fight against gander inoquall-
ty. India stands at a crossroads whare wamen's participation in every sphare
can redefing the nation's future, With a concarted and synchronised affort
= soclaty, to Woman's aman-
dipath yanel discaursa Y Th raad
ahead is long, and there are promises to keep, Today's Indian woman is
nat a silant spectator ta this change. She |s the change.

Leaderspeak
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Today is Women's Day. In Navsari, |
will participate in a programme.
0n the occasion of Women's Day, |
am going to hand over my social
media account to some such inspiring sisters and
daughters. The son of a poor mother decided that

Modi will give guarantee to the poor. Modi took
guarantee for the poor and started MUDRA Yojana.
Today, 732 lakh crore has been given to the poor without
any guarantee — and those who abuse us, those who
have the ‘zero seat’, will not understand this, will not

even b able to tell how many 2eros are there ,,

in ¥32 lakh crora...

Letters to the Editor

designed to curb crimes agalnst women and
children—wus returned without the Centres
assent, A society where women's safety and

problem; globally, women-led startups
receive only a fraction of vent
the US, despite women owning almaost 40 per
cent of businesses, they recelve only 2 per

e capital. In

warmen-le

mental level —ensuring women's Incluslon 1s
not just a tokenistic effort but a structural,
sustained commitment across politics, busi-
ness and governance and shift towards
dsdcwlnpnwnl and change.

women are equal stakeholders in every
sphere of life.
' ﬂhuum‘rl;u.wlllimnamumwnf
Rajyn Sabiha : view s spressed are personal)

Do not besmirch legacy with obscenity

SECOND

( ) pimnion
s Frmul Bihark, a Hollywood actress and a
abal inspirational figure, 1 feel an urgent
need to acdress a critical issue that has long
tarnished our cultural herltage and posed a serlous
threat to wormnen's dignity and safety. The growing
abscenity in Bhojpur music is not merely a matter
of artlstic expression; It is a reflection of deeply
Ingrained patrlarchal attitudes that devalue women,
normalise objectification and perpetuate a culture of disre-
spect and viole ks degracation of our musical tradition
has had far-reac] consequences and we must take decl-
slve action to restore its lost dignity. For generations,
Bhojpurt music has been a vibeant medium of cultural expres-

slon, deeply rooted in our traditiens and values,

It heas marrated storbes of love, devotion and social issues,
resonating with the soul of our people. However, in recent years,
this once- respected ant form has been reduced o a vehicle for
wilgarity anﬁlmqﬂn)‘.'I'Ilclyllcwflmn)' modern Bhojpurl
somgs objectify women, reduce them o mere objects of desire,
andd promaote harmful stereotypes that erode their self-worth,

NITU CHANDRA

serving of respect. Beyond is impact on women,
the obscenity in Bhojpurl music is also corrod-
Ing the cultural fabrlc of Bihar and other
Bhojpuri-speaking regions. What was once a
e celebrated for s poetic richness and emo-
tional depth has now become synonymous with

ensess and disrespect. The commercialsation
of vulgarity in Bhojpurl songs has not only tar-
nished the reputation of owr music but has also
created a rift between generations—allenating

integrity of Bhojpurl music. Awards and incentives should be
introduced to honour musiclans who create songs that cele-
birate women and cultural values, Schools and cultural nsti-
tutions should integrate traditional Bhojpusi muske into their
curriculum to revive its authentic charm, Restoring dignity
to Bhojpurt music requires collective action from society. The
degradation of Bhojpurh muskc into a platform for obscenity
bs s fseue that affects not just women bat the very soul of our

cultural identity.
W st act now to reclalm the dignity of our music, ensure
ditlonal  women's safety, and uphold the valuwes that define us asa soci-

those who grew up cherishing it
cssence.

The wigency of this lssue demands a comprehensive
approach to restore respectability to Bhojpurl music while
slmulam:ml}'mmlnnsmumlﬂiiplw nmﬂdﬂ)ﬁ Laws myust
be enforced 1o curb the production and dissemination of
obscene content in Bhojpurt music. While artistic freedom
Is important, it should not come at the cost of degrading an
entire gender of dismantling cultural values, Stronger regu-
Tathons should be implemented to hold singers, lyricists, pro-
ducers, and distributors asccourtable foe their content. The gov-
erniment should establish a monltorlng body to review muslc
comtent before its rebease, and strict penalties ;iquuld be imposed
om thase who promote vulgarity in the name of entertainment,
A "

This rampant objectification not oaly diminkshes ik

fidence but also Fosters an environment where gender-based
violence I8 normalised. When muslc—one of the most pow-
erful tools of influence—porteays women in o degrading man-
ner, it reinforces the netion that they are inferbor and unde-

campaigna should be launched to educate them
about their eights and the harmful effects of such content.
This can be achieved by promoting artists who create
respectful, meaningful, and uplifting content. Music labels
should be encouraged to lnvest In artists who uphold the

ety The fight against obscenity in Bhojpurd music ks not abouwt
restricting artistlc expresslon but about fostering & culture
where art uplifts rather than degrades. 1t is time for s 1o unlite
and take a stand. Let us demand accountability from those
wha produce and promote obscene content. Let us empow-
er women to challenge these harmful nareatives. Let us sup-

ort artists whe honour our traditions and values. Above n‘lll.

ot s work together to bulld a future where Bhojpurl music
ks once uﬁaln asource of pride, insplration, and cultural enrich-
ment. The time for change is now—let us be the volce that
restores honowr to Bhojpurl musle and creates a world where
wormen are vidued, respected, and celebeated. Together, we can
belng back the true essence of Bhojpurt music and ensure that
It remains a symbel of our rich cultwral legacy for generations.
Lo come.

(T it s an s, prduoer and an advocabe foe cultural forms;
Views are persanal)

HEALTHCARE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

India aims $5 trillion economy

Madam — Apropos of the news on PM Modi's vow for a
85 trillion economy (March 6, 2025), the segmental
approach on manafacturing, the service sector, 1T, GDP
indices, education, health, engineering, Al defence, etc.,
for achieving the target of a $5 trillion economy ls not just
sufficlent. The state governments are not dolng enough to
gencrate their own resources and contelbute to nfrastruc-
ture development significantly. The infrastructure devel -
opment of roads, aviation and maritime, education and
health, defence, industey, IT, and technology 1s key to
achieving this target. For the past 5 years, there has been
a marathon race in state and Union go ens to spend
more and more on freebles and welfare schemes with no
standards set to benchimark the optimum expenditure out
of the budget. Only needy people should get frechies.
We are ?dl.lng aur puh.'nllafumm and women power
through freebies. It takes a wll on infrastructure develop-
ment, The deficie bucdgets of the state governments are omi-
nous for GDIP growth and marching beyond the 5th largest
economy, whereas China ls regaining its GDP growth. If
the entire agriculture and manufacturlng sectors are
accounted for, we are aleeady at the 55 trillion economy
2 1i inately higher GST is d
ufacturing sector from
Income tax and indirect taxes,

Ing the
BIE
sclosing its production for

VINDD JOHRI | DELHI

DMK plays language politics

Madam— The ruling DMK has started the language
thetoric- ‘anti-Hindi Imposition’ in the state-is a signal
that the elections are round the corner. Now that actor
Wijay, who also shares the Dravidian ideology, is likely
to split the DMEK's vote and the party having to fight
the anti-incumbency and serlous corruption charges
Ty several cabinet collcagues, the dellmitation Mau‘:rxm
come In handy as the language Issue seems to have not
caught on well so far.

Delimitation, once completed, seeks to decide on the
number of parllament seats based on the population
of the state, which, when completed
and implemented, Tamil Madu and southern states
are likely to lose In number of states, while the northern
states like Bihar, UR Jharkhand, Meghalaya, etc,
are lkely to gain, Tamil Nadu's plea is that the southern
states are not to be penalised for Eavlng followed the pop-
ulation control policy directives issued post-1971 census
while the northern states, which have falled, are getting
more representation. The argument, though valid, s one
that needs discussion, keeplng the falrness of democratlc
principles in mind, which entails that all the voters need
to be represented equally. DMK ME Stalin also would not
find supporters for his theory from his own INDI alliance
partners,

OPALASWAMY | | CHENNAI

Countries retaliate to US tariffs

Madam —Apropos of the editorial “Beginning of a Trade
War' (March 6, 2025), no doubd, President Teump has shak-
en the world with his policy announcements and belng crit-
bchsed for his trade and tarlff war But in many respects,
Tramp s eight in doing whatever is in the best of Americas
interest. Since World War 11, America has been explolted
by the world in many ways, Burope, Latin Amerlea and
developing countries took maximum benefits by exploit-
ing the US. lllegal immigration to America from develop-
Ing countries hurt America badly. No doubt in the present
we are criticising Tramp, but history may prove that many
of his actions sel things right in international relations and
miasile o Jevel playing field for international trade.

Matbonal lnterests determine the relations of every nation
with other countries, America being no exception. The
world should not create a hue and cey when Trump makes
policies in the interest of America. All targeted countries,
China, Canada, Mexico, ete, immediately retaliated with
equally high tariffs. Whereas America tolerated thel unfalr
and high tariffs for decades and even helped and support-
wd these countries ln many other ways, The onus for this
tradde war is on China, Canada, Mexico, South Korea, India,
et who heavily taxed imports from the US. Instead of crit-
Icksing Trump, we should wait and watch for a just and fair
International trade.

VINAY KR MALHOTRA, | AMIALA CANTT

ferms of o

he article sbout in
nom-metro arens (March 6,
2025} prasents good reading
mataral. The scopa and necessity to
develop healthcare Tacilitles b small
citles and even In rural areas are much
more than what thiy are today. But the

mnaberials, Including medicine, A govem-
mant hospltal in Anantapur troats an aver-
age of 1500 inpatients & day. lts bed
atremgth ks T50 o0 paper, but the budget
provided Is for & S00-bed capacity. The
Walght of it i that it has & super special-

sk of In clthes s
Ittt the private playans i th flald far
whoam healtheare is undoubtedly & com-
madity e mint prodlt rather than a service.

Healthcare sechers come bo citles

¥ nage s fund
mquirements,

W find an analyse machine that costs
@ few lakha but is not put in use
Hor want of an A/C to maintain tempera-

mostly from niral aneas and go to metros 1. This state of affairs is quoted to men-
whn specialissd traotmant Is raquined, 100 It a8 an example. Another issue is the
Vory few of them ‘ . Many teach-
avall of such g suffer due 1o & wast of

P
treatment In public secior hoalthcam
Institutions, and athers efther sook the

wxperignced and efficlent teachers.
SHll, thisy pump out graduntes and post-

intursuntion of lesurance prosidars ormont  Eraduates.

he high coat by disposing of assets. In India, falllng slch is toxmble.
I thie healthcare and sys- Madicines, and 1CU-level

e of edducating the public on preventhe 800 Are taad. All these woes are the fall-

aspicts and providing pesdodic check-ups  out of the apathy of the govemment that

et i this absence of any visible symp-
Toems are ensured i the iral areas and
‘towns, Ehis rush | the clthos could be con-
sldnrably reduced, Most of the hospitals
are functioning with gross deficienches in

lousn't prioritlse the heaRthcan of he pe-
ple but aims at makiag India the global
ustination Tor healthcare. We still have
a8 long way to go.

AG RAIMOHAN | ANANTAPUR



