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IT EMERGES AGAIN .~
DO QOMETHING BEFORE
1T GROWS INTO A
HUGE TREE

Fadnavis govt must follow
coalition dharma in Maha

116 a frosh start for Devendra Fadnpvis in his third worm as chisl min:
Ut cf Mahnranhers when he con ook forward to o Jomgee “innings”
than in his shovtlived secand term which began under a eloud of
manipulation and midnight manceuyeing and ended swiftly, it s with
un abwolute mandato of the people thst kls government starts afvesh with
el BAP nllimnes having awept 250 of 208 soits with i party the dominant
Immwr r;u:u[lwlhl' triumvirate of BRIE, Eknnth Shinde's Shiv Sana and Ajit

Tho wigns of stability are solid thin time than in s preceding period of
bt five years of uncortaln sllinne |-I:n|ll \es, oppartunistic coal lthons and
prthos splitting. The swearkngin of the chiels of the new government ilsoe
camg aftor a period of amblguity with Mr Shindo sald to be veluctant to
ek the step down from CM o deputy CM, but which bie hod to secept o
keep his finger on the pule of Maharashtoa politics after having personal-
Iy hrought down the Uddbay Thackeray regine and then stolen s march
aver Bk party b the tecont Assombly polls.

The minagement toam, ushered i the preseince of buslness and
Hallywoad celobrithes, s ‘Ihlu n:rlrw ﬂ rgnr'”h P wlllll Mﬁ' I!lmlnu\'ln i{;! [(8"]

ol by M Shindo and awnr an deputy
Mr Shinde may have Ciis but anly after the Lh(hl Hisel Tusel o Dsirn &
played his hand  fow lossoni ulang the way in conlition politics

LETTERS

Women in command: Key

cleverly and the art of msnaging a diversity of opinlons

m‘t“th'hn“: and prioeities, Thie sdainistering of lhmn eoun: nm “Nn BONE
s blgnent itate bn torms of GSDP whise

However, the motropolis b the fnancisl eapital of the natbon
challenge of dealing iimell will not come without challenges. .
with o domand for _ Gotng forwar, there may be urther osting of Or ls OW tO a t

the conlition diirma, bl the Wi Bis g fecoid

w‘ for m of having mannged the state capally enough for

may naver 1 months under Mr Shinde's stewardship, The
down and other sharing of ministerisl lorths s yot to b iortsd genoral officer Is dor i Jammg  and e
prossures remaln, and that could be the first big st for the parties ‘within his Kashile, the Army had  nedla W

and their three leaders who have formed the i and nsibility ||}nlww|!li;rl}wl'l1lm rﬂ}:c‘ll India |

governmant, “h respol viee profile of these COs o . Bd veare old e

1 i stk of clashing casto md commumlty fterosts, My Shinde may to pen down his 1418 yonrs. Much youngee  10W 94 years old. The BJ

have played his hand 1:‘m|r],v whon b wi st the holin, However, the chal- personal thoughts on afficors wore bn command — calllng Rahul Gandhi a

kenge of denling with a demand for veservation fer Marathas that may the subject after the with relstively boss sevice [, boing a lackey of

wmaver diis down and other pressures that ave bound to come up after the it of andl experionee, 1t aflected ; =

vst eloctlon cyele brought up saes like o demand for a caste census and B g a the functional envieon  DFNGl onomic dev

Lllnllwll IIn quatas ks bound to mide the matter of mansging sociotsl aspl- nma;hh span ﬂa‘m il W“"b;‘“"" ’ﬂllﬂ-h s tHoptonafl

rations thorny. after the adoption questionable maturity in

Cash handout undar the populir Ladlcl Bahin Yolana, which Is o go up erler lantios 10 plice Uheveifor -u.:h the policy on command  handiing |n-w dlseiplinn, 1t TEN
o €2, 100 from 1,500 0 month, will not come without stretching the exche the Avmy must o bs golng 1o i i Py risgicrises on the Line ni‘ body polntl 3
guer. Mr Fadnavis has alroady assured that the resources would be found i Hoen a8 0 oo ey without o full rn ui by woman officers Controd, and even in dond Gautam Adanl s m

or tho cadsa in wtkpend for underpely begoed women., This s the new reality
wihilch may have Lled to bolieve It (s one party that does not de

los an lbornlly an the others whe prombse leads of them at poll time
bt dincovered the pain of delivery only when they gained powar.

for the BJIP w.

RBI still cautious, but cuts CRR

Ih‘ RELJed Monetary Poliey Commimee (MPC) continued i0s eautious
appronch by keeping the repo ate unchonged for the 11t time,
Huowever, It did try (o give a boost to the economy through ineceasing

Hepuldity [ tha Bunking aystam

The REI has dashed Cash Reserve Ratle
thio bk hnve to keep in the form of cash r cash eguivalents -
cont, infusing Ra 116 lakh crores into the economy. The banks oould lesd
this money o commpanios of the genoral public. The frodl lending will
inerease private consumption, which of Inte was soon under stross,

1t s also rkned the Hmit for collateral: ﬁwuurlnllrul l‘ Toan from 1 1.6
Tnkh to Fea 2 lakh per orvower, Th mave will e
For small anid marglnal farmers anid boost u!'h.llllu! In Iln' rurnl peanomy,

The centrnl ik has alse allowed small fnenee tanks to extend credit

lnes through UPF, which thlﬁll.l.ly target

Jonns, Lower middle o
wrowth, will benedie from this measure

Tho docislon to Inceoase the interest eate cap on focelgn correney nom-
deposttn eauld mulke Indian banlcing system more atiractive
to Inclang itaying abroad, which will further lieronse the fow of forelgn
curreney ko ndbs, potentially sasing pressure on the rupes,

Wikile R eontinues to belleve that inflation could potentially ml!nu{llhﬂ
Bacauss of food prices. seasonal corrections and el developmants, it
1w pousten ] monetary staneo,

The fuet that two of committes members voted (o s monetiey sance
eompared to the previous one member shows the growing supgort in the

realdent

hinn continue

a percentige of doposits that

orrowers of smull tieket ez
o ds andd to be badly kit by low wogs

want work In

progroe  whth
out attuching sensitivity to
tha, I conaciously avild-
of wtapplng in with any
opinkon when the environ:
mant recently  exploded
uroumd the contents of the
lesikind demilaffelal (D0
bt of dhe GOC 17 Corps
of the Indian Ay
iddressod 10 his superior
offleer, In the lnst Few days,
advice, opinion, critiguoe
and more have all boen
actended. by rolativaly boss
trstbrmed poople and thit
0o with unnectsary mkr
i sl Tnek af sensitivity,
Firatly, the geaeral officsr
s enitirely within his rlghts
amil respanuiblity o pon

by 115 pee

rilit avallability down  his  personal
thoughts o (i subet
after the wlm of i 1o
anilde o i aftor

thse ndept Il m the potley
on command by waomen
officors, When any miger
change |s wrnder execitian,
the Arttiy, much liki any
other organistion, wints
fragreanlve foodtnek, I laa
comiminid sl laty of
the general affices o olitain
fochack, verbal ar ather
wiae, wlign it with his own

cominittes for o growth-focied § m]lr[ Ak againnt the ourtent ono that u‘wTHIUn gathoied dur
o

fooused on inflation, sparking speculat
roview in Feteuary,

nabout o repo rate eut i the R i v

ubtn to units and for
mationg we aflocted, and
T bitienlly nelwiso s supe-
vhor officors about  the
s, This I what he s
o through this commi:
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Cabbages &
Kings

Of gaps in history;
and a remarkable
absence of graffiti
in Indias big cities |

Pt 4 Pkher

nbeation. Those of ud who
ure nwnre of the aystem,
duc] Ehie winy it works in the
Army, aro fully conscious
of thit fiect that this won't
lowed 1o an oversight decl
slon o amend o changy
anything n v way thing
e progrossing on the
b af wonmen officen (0
comimand, There [ a gesta:
Han pariod for svereything
Iy Bt b most palicies of
the  Milibry  Secrotary
(MS) Hruneh, o civte i s
Im:urpnrulrcl o dndicats
that o mview waukl take

the policy through ane o
twir comimand b of
thir Encurbent ol subse
et wimien comnimsandin
Officers (OO, that coul

run o8 long me five o
pnrs, unkin of couse
it nmlnullun:l Ir|1l>|wn
tonw which ks soovething
Mllrll et b planned

Mu.:{ lm bo Huve fielt
i b the baak
nrnlllh.vlm oy, That s o

e s, biat noverethusboss
bmpartint - bocnuse  the
Avimy eannal have pallcles
with  wenaiflve  contant
bolng dhincossod in public,
It urmscesnisily piits the
leadership wwder pressure
un uninformed opinion
Jalaien urwarvnniod pres-
st o the system @i well.
That lapse needs fo be
Investigated and counter:

mansires  adopted. 1t
shauld not becaine n
harring,

Now, for the main lssue
of womien CO8: | oo hivie
an oplnfon s i comes
Tram: years of fekd con:
il ind Tl ing of a1
cer carcer  management

dleien st bath the fune

Lorl and directional ley.
i, My axporbaicn tolls mi
it these will be axcbansive
differonces  of  opinion

upom porception. 1,
for one, have had o very
paditive sxperiemen, but
enrlier gonerations ik
mina never looked upon
women offieer in com:
mand positions of units,
W e al :
unen sl el thier mppenlanl
Buawodd wpan thelr potential
for eomumand because the
Idlan Army prides. itself
I el called o “eom
mand arsented” farce. You
iy b thie gt and most

Iedous stadf oificor, or
thir best technical bealn,
bt Ay dlo ot have it In
you o perform b0 emm
mand ol troops, you can
only remiin second best,

Camnmand does not cone
wvery oasly and b o hesdy
responsibility, The public
it know that almait 6
l::_' ot or b higher nim
al the officers af a cal-
andar budeh do nat makn
the gradie for consmand of a
unit, which is the firt
sloetion e to higher
commmnnd  responglbility,
Thase wha do, on !Iu-ul!u:r
hand, have boen thro
lhu thirses of \m. :r
that responaibilit
daes not mply thit thr
wlocted women officers
who are i command of
pon-combat unlts today aro
incapnbibe; it's Just that they
Turvie not besn hrough that
funnil of bistig appraksed
for command. It's ned a
problem at all because
iy af thesa aicors hove
aeliptedd thamselves most
uprately wod there
1 bt o firw wiho will taken
Inluv:r. it s the law of
wvarnges says b What the
GOC 17 Corps. has done 1s
to pen down his ohwirva
ot abod the curront sta
tus af elght such women
ram his formation. |
o mie the Army Chief
will gt endbock fom to
dther corpa commander
too and nane of thal opin
lai iy pateh the opinkon
of GOC 17 Cor
v short advice to com-
manders o the chain
wirkild be haged uposn an
wrince af mine which 1
wish ta share; this should
vemstar e publie on how
problems  are  handled
whin confranted in the
Army, During thi 1iios
undl carly 20006 W i
male CO8 with as nauch as
Maz years' sorvice, all
mitiare, wizoned and axpi-
Ih'nruf In dealing with
trongs and with daily situs
Horw which arke 10 winits
I the fald, By the tine |
e o (Ul"! coamman

gy with the public and N\u
Tl wibminbitemtlein, | o
mudledd over th siinthan,
discussed with my stadf
and subardinate comman:
daoiw and wiole oul my
thoughts much ke how
GO 17 Carpa has dane in
th prassant cise. | wiote o
all the superkor alficers of
the COs in o confldenee
adylaing thm te senstive:
Iy conimel now COW i pai
teulnr, wnd o manitor the
rulitively alder ones, A DO
Iottor wont out to ull the
above evory month high:
lighting the |ssuns o cilfee-
ant wiys; the communica-
tarn wors termd “Corps
Communnders Notes" and
wirn ossentinlly guidelines

for command of units. In
anly o uw l hutl It
Temave n

mmnldwin Ihl pnulllrllli)‘
af his actions crenting o
diseiplinary probbam In o
unkt. 1 did not desist from
aven mdvising the forma:
Uon comemandees 1o nkero-
minngs s Altntions if
o negative cendition was
percelvod,

T wray kbl st s bos
commnnidors will have an
apknbon ahout women COs
wndar thilr command pver
ther list e yeur, pogntive
ar posktiye. They will put it
dawn kn eomiunkeation o
dlfforent loveli and will
alen take nocoRsary moa-
SHres bo ensure  mich bt
tor porfarmanee over thi
et Yo ane byond, Twa
things must dictate the
apparanch ahewd, Fiest. that
e bs s Joakig back an
the m!m dickubim, mnd
sepand, whivkover ot va-
thonw wee miy bue, are for
the aptimisation of th i
slon eapubillity of the
[ndinn Army;  nothing
mar,

Fhe veriter, a rotived e
Tt grseral, i ot
GO af the Srinagar based

WE (i) Corp

k of Rahul
Muoltra, Sanjay

the music? Thi
Gandhl, Mat
Singh ancl Ary

dog and tha &

being Ada
an only watch b ol ples
Ilu sidaling
Anthony Henrlques

Mumbal

TEMPLE AT RISK

THE ATTACK on SAL chief Sukhblr
Singh Hadal ot Golden Temple s
mhocking to say the leaet, I8 18 ol
aily & bsich of sectirity but valses
sorlou questions ever safeey of the
Swinrm ndir mmph-x which
rocelves onoon average LODGOO pil
grimages evory day, nlu to the
prumpt ncmmm'ﬂh.rmllu! rsanmel
dipleyed on Z plis socurity for Badal,
hiis 1 s, bt & thorough and
tme bound investigation must take
ullun.- mnd the whobe camplox shoukd
o thorghly sanitlsod and chackod
for any security loopholes. The
Pl government can not be I on

such o gongitive matter,
Bal Govind

Nowda, UP

BILLS IN HINDI

THE HABIT of the current disponas
o ta ahibston Billa in Hindd b o
runtord. Mon-Hindd speaking states have
riighaly rnfsed abjections ns such numes
oy bt gyt w mouthiful sven for Hinds
wapeakery, The government cight oot o
e thin ns a tactic to theust Hind] on
non-Hindl speakers eithor and thus
i (e Tenguiatie faubtlines botwen
comanunithes, [t s advisable that the
pramaury medinm of nuning bills
romin English while Hindl can_ba
usedd @ the secandary medium. Tha
Contrnl government nosd nat open this
o af worms i showld inatend start
working on prossing ksues.
Annya Singhal
Nodda, P

A ' Aunty' wh lived in Musbal wapes, They are all issortive in one sonss or thi
Caltivanted & romntic sigh othar,
e s o o ooee 'WH .nuw:mmmnhrlwhmmm ity
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mmmn!h' 1 b gkl Y 161, Thnt Iuhn‘muun
:%nhdmm L ] CAY from 161 thire it this Beghnning with
aﬂmmdmhm TAKI 1Ll:1 and JUNIOR 161, s fumous i the
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Same old story

RBI seems to be willing to allow
growth to stay slower for longer

HE RESERVE BANK of India's (RBI) commitment to taming

inflation and lowering it closer to the 4% mark is creditable,

but its optimism on growth is befuddling The RE] has had to

pare its gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for
FY25 by agood 60 basis points to 6.6% after the underwhelming 5.4%
year-on-year (y-o-y) growth in Q2. The expected 7% rebound in the
second half could be missed given that credit flows to the economy —
especially consumer loans — have slowed sharply; consumption by
middle-income households in urban India remains weak and a delayed
rabi sowing could hurt the rural recovery. Also, to what extent govern-
ment spending will pick up is not clear as tax collections are slowing.
Even otherwise, the fiscal impulse in the FY25 Budget was not very
strong to begin with. The fact is that private consumption, which is
56% of the GDP, continues to be sluggish having risen by 6% y-o0-y in
the second quarter o an anaemic base of 2.6%, While inflation may be
one reason for the subdued spending, it is a fact that not enough jobs
are being created because companies are not adding capacity in the
absence of visibility on demand.

However, the central bank has chosen to leave the repo rate unchanged
at 6%, indicating it is willing toallow growth tostay slower for longerand
will stay focused on targeting inflation. The consumer price index forecast
fior FY25 has been raised to 4.8% from 4.5% earlier — thanks to sticky
food inflation. At the same time, the 4% inflation projection for the june
2015 quarter suggests a repo rate cut Is possible in February, There is
clearly much concern, although not articulated, on the possibility of the
rupee weakening further if the dollar becomes stranger once the Trump
administration is in place and if we see sales of equities and bonds by for-
eign partfolio investors pick up pace.

That Is possibly why the RBI has chosen to cut the cash reserve ratio
(CRR) by 50 basis points to 4%, The 1.2 lakh crore of funds that will be
freed up will come in handy as liquidity becomes tight in the coming
monthson the back of tax outflows, the RBI's forex intervention, and pos-
sible high cash in circulation, The higher ceilings for interest rates on For-
elgn Currency Non-Resident deposits, experts say,would not helpattract
dollardeposits because the ratesbeing offered now are already below the
current cap. Monetheless, more lguidity should help keep interest rates
at the shorter end of the curve in check although yields on the benchmark
wenit up by 6 basis points on Fricday.

However, it's possible deposit rates might have peaked for now, It
appears that the central bank will continue to resort to infusing more
liguidity into the system to keep rates in check rather than cutting the
policy rate. This means lending rates linked to the external bench-
marks will not come down just yet, though the rates based on the cost
of funds might. With the bulk of the loan book linked to the external
henchmark lending rate, however, there's no relief for bartowers just
yet As such, it's hard to see credit growth picking up too much from
the current levels ofalittle over 119, Also, there is a need foradequate
durable liguidity in the system to keep money easier, and ensure
smooth transmission of any rate cuts in the future.

South Korea's tribulation
amid regional flux

ONDECEMBER 3, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol surprised the nation by
declaring martial law. The announcement sent shock waves across the globe as
airborne troops entered the premises of the National Assembly. Although South
Korea hasa history of martial law — 13 emergency ones and four security martial
laws —this was the first time it had been declared after the 1981 revision of the
National Azsemibly Act. Nonetheless, a proactive opposition voted in the assembly
against the martiallaw, forcing the President to lift it.

The political deama is over, but rumeours about the president’s complicated
decision are rife. Th io may appeart i from a distance, but it has
een building for a while. Since he assumed office in 2022, the President and the
oppasition have been embroiled in a political battle that hasbeen exacerbated by
Incidents such as a doctors’ protest and the Itaewon mob crush, However, the
Demaocratic Party oppesiti in in the April y election:
gavethama ITJil]EIllt)‘ Inthe Kational Assembly. This made it possible for the oppo-
sition to confront the President directly in the Assembly. The opposition has
repeatedly tried cornering the President on manifold Issuex. One sensitive issue
that has pricked the President the most i i inst the first
Lady. The opposition has atternpted to move a bill thrice
o investigate the first lady, which the President subse-
quently vetoed, highlighting his frustration. The issue
has inrp.acted his admln:stmtlun as the assembly

d stalbed_Ith Flm;mﬁbementhe
ruling party chiefand the President.

Feeling cornered by his party and the opposition, the
President saw martial law as the only option to save his
presidency and protect the first lady. His decislon back-
fired, forcing his party to distance itself from him and
support calls for suspension. With the muling party himt-
ing at supporting the oppesition, the political strife will
likely end sooner, making removing the president easy.
But even after Yoon's removal, the political dissension
between the oppesition and the ruling party iz expected
o continue in other ways, which will have implications on the country's domes-
the stability and also cast its shadow over forelgn policy.

South Korea plays a crucial robe in the stability and security of the Indo-Pacific,
wnl:ri:ul:lng to the efforts of like-minded countries like India, Australia, Japan, the

and the US fiee,apen n.These ef

iaSeoul’s closerp. ith Encluding New Dethi,
‘who share a common vjsl.on and fulure for the Indo-Pacific.Asa defence partner,
South Korea has been emerging as a eritical player in assisting regional powers like
Australia and India in modernising and enhancing their arsenals. This was evident
through its deepening sec India, ivedaK-9Vajm
self-propelied howitzer nnwdephycd a!ungthe llne crfm:tua] Control

Indiz has a uni ¥ gainst the backdrop
of geopolitical flux. Persk: {ons Ki d India that have
served as.abuhwark todiscourage revisionlst tendencies inthe Indo-Facificare ham-
pered by a circumstance such as the current one. Hence, the longer political instabil-
ity continues in Seoul, the more engaged :hn Korean guvemmmt will be towards

HRSH Y
PANT

Wice-prasdant, Studies
and Foresgn Poicy, ORF

internal issues impacting it fi yar Thisisnot
wood news, especially in light afther g dame: .Irturmmlln rth 'Asla
Most significantly, this political ct
eration with its key aliies, Japan and the US. Schedujud vlsm ofthe“[apanﬁe ane
J\.Mn]stﬂanﬂth.euﬁserrmr)‘ posty 1. e
150uth K waver regh New Delhi,

g with Seoul's other cri wl!ltewatdnngﬂnsedmbpmmt!w
Iy, hoping the situati hilises soon and Korea can get backt

Co-authored with h. Asia, ORF

Opinion

FTER CHANGING ITS
stance in Dctober from
withdrawal of accomma-
dation to neutral, th
Reserve Bank of India
{RBI) has followed it up with a 50-hasis
point (bpsh reduction in the cash
reserve ratio (CRR). This is a positive
step given liquidity conditions have
seen a substantial change from large
surplus a few months back to a deficit
now. The repo rate was unchanged in
this policyas expected by mast of us in
the market, but the governor has
attempted to provide as much forward
guidance as he could have given the
current macro balance. In the October
policy, growth and Inflation were
stated to be "well poised”, which has
now changed to an emphasis on
“restoring balance” between inflation
and growth. What does this mean?

The REBI has had to revise its growth
projections lower over the course of
the last few policies. The trend of
downward revision of growth started
In August when Q1 growth was revised
lowerto 7.1% and actual sutcome was
6.70%. In October, Q2 growth projec-
tionwas revised down to T as against
an actual outcome of onlky 5.4%. Even
In. December, Q2 growth has been
revised to 6.8% as against 7,404 ear-
lier. While downward revision is much
higher now and economic activity is
picking up asseen inanumberof high-
frequency indicators, we expect
growth to settle below potential at
around 6.5% in H2 as against the REI's
projection of 794,

The REl governor emphasised
maintaining the credibility of a flaxible
Inflation targeting framework, imply-
ing that when inflation is above the
upper telerance band it is difficult for
the central bank to ease pollcy rates. In
faet, actual inflation outcome In the

4

® TEMPERED GROWTH
1S LIKELY GROWTH WILL SETTLE ARDUND 6.5%, WHICH IS BELOW POTENTIAL& THUS CALLS FOR LOWER RATES

Room for a shallow rate cut

B PRASANNA
SAMEER NARANG

Resprctivaly head-treastry and head-
economécs research group, ICC] Bank

last fow months has been higher than
the RBI's projections and led by higher
feod inflation. The last inflation read-
ing at 6.2% has driven the REI to revise
Its 03 inflation estimate to 5.7% from
4,804 earlier, and even the Q4 projec-
tion has been revised higher to 4.5%
from 4.2%. The H1FY2026 inflation
estimate also has been revised higher
o 4. 3% from 4.00b earlier. But the cur-
rent inflation trajectory seems much
more achievable and

414 billion hetween October and

The REl hasbeen p

dollars from its reserves, whlch Imp]!es
an equivalent drain on liquidity. Hence,
the timing of injecting durable liquid-
ity ks very important given there would
be demand for currency in the March
quarter upwards of ¥ 1 lakh crore and
thus lead to tight liguidity conditions
when the stance ks neutral.

[s this injection enough? The RB1

— 112} have to do more on

bears the possibility of a v 2 the liquidity front since
downward blas as m‘;n in While th'_dom“m it is E:ttln; an a very
the recent decline in veg- growth inflation large short position in
etable prices and lower  backdrop calls fora  forwards and futures to
global commodity and  rate cut in February, the tuneof 549 billion
energy prices although samal factors as of end-October. This

there may not be pass-
through Into retail prices.
The governor also
spoke on the timing of
policy actions, It is in this
light that one should see
the need fora CREcut that would inject
¥1.16 lakh crore of durable lig qull‘y
The liguidity scenario has ch
mnlica]]jf over the last few months. At
its peak, the system and durabla liquid-
Ity was in surplus of ¥2.7 lakh crore and
¥4.9 lakh crore respectively, which at
present stand at a surplus of only
around ¥500 billion each. During this
intervening period there has been a
sharp drain onliquiditybecauseof for-
elgn outflows, India has seen foreign
portfolia i it (FPT) outl i

can turn adverse as
seen in the last
few menths

implies the lguidity
backdrop s not wery
favourable unless for-
elgn inflows restart and
sustain, Hence, we do
expect the RBI to inject
durable liquidity even next year, either
wia FX swaps or open-market opera-
tions,

This should ensure liquidity in
March is not as tight as it would have
been otherwise,and thus is positive for
wholesale rates to that extent given
that credit off-take Is also weak. In
December after the advance tax collec-
tions, money market rates should be
elevated forwhich the RBl would have
to inject liquidity via term and

o ight repos. But for the economy,

No surprises

A rate cut is in the offing in the February
2025 meeting if CPI prints move in sync

ADITI NAYAR

® FARMERS' WELFARE

Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
‘We believe in increasing income. | will utilise
all my strength and capabilities to serve our

farmers and improve the agricultural landscape

it is the repa rate which matters since
housingand micro, small and medium
enterprise loans are linked to the
external benchmark which in most
cases Is the repo rate. The governor's
statements are far more supportive of
growthnow, The current inflation tra-
|ec:n!y 1s far more achievable and
rnplses real rates of 2% during Janu-
evenal
slon:. Asagalnnnlll: the REI's growth
p!u|ecr|on seems to be on the higher
idering multiple headwind
weaker global growth, higher USinter-
est rates, weaker emerging market
{EM} currencies, subdued urban
demand, and mederating wage
growth. Hence, it is likely growth will
settle around 6.5%, which s slightly
below potential and thus calls for
lower interest rates to support growth
when real rates are elevated.

While the domestic growth infla-
tion backdrop calls fora rate cut in Feb-
ruary, extermal factors can turn
adverse asseen in the last few months
when US ylelds have gone up factoring
In incoming President Trump’s poli-
ciies of higher tariffs, lower taxes, and
higher fiscal deficits. Dollar has
emerged stronger and FP1 outflows
‘have been seen from a majority of EMs,
The US Federal Open Market Commait-
tee is expected to change [ts rate cut
trajectory in the December dot plot
with several Fed members including
the chair speaking about it. But given
India's growth Inflation dynamics and
manageable current account deficit
{less than 1% of GDP), there is room
for a shallow rate cut cycle starting
February. A number of global central
banks have been front-loading rate
cutsand the RE] s wakting for the right
time to do the same. We believe the
window opens up in February fora
shallow cyele (50 bpsh ta begin.

THE MOMETARY POLICY Committe
M‘Qpﬂnulﬂmﬂ:mﬂng[ﬂrﬁ'ﬂj bclnz
na

icy rates and the stance, }-!'um!u'er Lhem
‘wasa shiftin the voting pattern to4:2 an
the former, with one additional external
memberopting fora rate cut ascom|

to the previous rneel:lng.Th.lswa!a.‘lsn not
unexpected, gi

4.5%and 4. E%:P_q:lmmly Thisbrings
the average number for FY25 to 4.8%,
up from 4.5 in the previous meeting,
Thereafter, inflation Is expected to ease
to4% in Q2 FY 26, whichwill offermuch

Ingin the Q2 FY25 GD[’gmwm prints.
The tone of the policy document as
well as the Reserve Bank of India (REL)
governor'sstatement was rather mived,
with the unfavourable trends in the

relief. We broadly concur with the com-
mittee's revised growth and inflation

also provide an impetus to private capex,
amid the tepid and uncertain outlook
for external demand.

Weexpect the (Pl inflation to moder-
ate to 5.5%: in November and thereafter
o ~5% in December, primarily owing to
easing food inflatlon prints, While no

recent priceindax (CPHinfla-
tion and GDP growth numbers compli-
cating the situation. This raises the
Importance of the incoming data over
the next few months, until the next MPC
meeting in early February 2025,

As was largely expected, the commit-
tee cut back the GOP growth projections
for FY25 quitesharply to6.6% from 7.2%
carller,with wgin
the (2 FY15 GDP print weighing on the
forecast. While the paolicy decument
highlighted that the outlook Is
favourable, it scaled back its growth pro-
jections for Q3 and Q4 FY25 by 60 and
20 basis points (bps) respectively,and for
Q1 FY26 by 40 bps, The MPC also isswed
afresh forecast for Q2 FY256,at 7. 3%, on
thelowbase of Q2 FY25.

Contrastingly, projections for the CIl
Inflation were raised significantly, fol-
lowing the higher-than-expected read-
Ing for October. The headiine number is
ninw forecasted to averageat 5. 7 in 3

Chief economist, head-research & outreach, ICRA with the MPC's estimates
FY25 lier,while ¢ ption demand, particalarlyin  gered manner,restoring it o 4% 0f NIDTL
the pm]er_tmrui Eor Q4 FY25 and Q1 urban areas. This would automatically by end-December. This would boost the
F¥2at raisad by 30k ‘hto  boost GDF growth prospects, and could id

1.16 lakh crore by December-end, and
signals the REI's readiness tomove toa
monetary easing cycle in the near term,
The CRE cut would provide a cushion
against any potential stress to gystemic
ligquickity emanating fromcontinued cap-
ital putflows and increase in CIC, as well
as frictional factors such as tax outflows
towards the month-end. With the CRR
mrunglo 4% of NDTLby this month-

thee prevalent rat nset

provjections for H1 FY15. additional quarterly GO growth data
Overall, MPC's decisi will b the February meeting,
pprop at this junc- we will have sufficlent
ture and agree with its high-frequencyd
that strong The CP'R mwu_uld sonably assess the growth
foundations for high  Provideacushion  gutcomeforQ3Fvs.
growth can be secured  against any potential Overall, we believe
anly with durable price strass to systemic there is a high chance of a

stability. Sustained high

rate cut in February, if

of the recent tightening cycle — subse-
guent liquidity management is likely to
chiaflybe through variable rate repoand
variable rate reverse repo auctions.
Additionally, the REl increased the
interest rate cetling on Forelgn Currency
Mon-Resident Bank deposits toattract
NRI deposit inflows, although the

food inflation  has  liguidity emanating  there are no negative sur-
adversely impacted the fram continuad prises on the next couple
budgets of low-income capital outflows ofinflation readings. How-
LLL L R en LT —— i fent

households, constraining

theirdemand forlow-ticket items, includ-
ing fast-moving consumer goods, and dis-
cretionany consumption. This is reflected
in the commentary by companies as well
as the available data on consumer non-
durables and durables putput from the
Inctex of Industrial production.

‘While tallwinds owing to the recov-
eryinrural demand, aided by the robust
kharif output and upheat outlook for
rabicrops, and the anticipated uptickin
government capex growth, would push
up growth in H2 FY25, a dip in food
inflation remains key to relnvigorate

THE EDITOR

Treading with caution

Apropos of *Back to governance®

(FE, December 7), how the indian
economy fares is directly finked with
how india's largest state by GDP
takes care of its economic growth. So,
Devendra Fadnavis has his task clearly
cut out for him. Since Mahayuti has
promised many freebies, Fadnavis
will nat anly have to fulfil 2 thase
promises socn, but also ensure that
he leamns from the poos financial

position of Himachal Pradesh

and Punjab and treads carefully
without going owerboard.

—Bal Gowvind, Moida

Calling a spade a spade

Just last year, South Africa filed a case

tite of thet tobeseen,

comfort around the CP1
inflation trajectory, the rate cut could
|ust as easily be pushed forward to the
April 2025 meeting,
The dumbﬂehquldlly surphus in the
L abvedto
#1.9 lakh erove on Novernber 15 (080
of netdemand.and time liabilities, NDTL)
from ¥4.2 lakh crore on September 20
(+1.9% of NDTL), amid sizeable foceign
portfolio investment (FPE outflows and
the increase in the currency in circula-
tion (CIC) owing to seasonal factors,
Following this, the REl cut the cash
reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps, in a stag-

committed genocide against
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Earlier,
the United Mations had also said in the
same manner that "it is important to
call genocide as genocide”. Amnesty
Intermnational issved a statemant
saying: “This report shows that lsrael

against lsrael inthe wal Court
af lustice for “genocide against
Pabestinians", After a long prabe,
hearing all the parties and studying
the evidence and proofs, the court
said in its order that srasl had

has i acts prohibited under
the Genocide Convention, with the
specific aim of destroying Palestinians
in Gaza..These acts include killings,
causing serious physical or mental
harm and deliberataly imposing such

This provides a positive signal amid the
continued FPl outflows and the sharp
fallin India's foreign exchange resarves
over the last several weeks,
The(-secyields did not react muchto
today's palicy outcomes, as there weren't
anysurprises. Looking ahead, the domes-
tic CPlinflation prints and theirimplica-
thons for the MPC's rate decisions, and
glnbalmea suchasthe quantumofeasing
led by the US Federal Reserve for
125 and news on tariffs imposed by the
U5 om various countries including India,
winuld influence the direction of yields
and the steepness of the curve,

Bving conditions on Pafestinians in
Gaza that lead to their physical
destruction, Month after month, tsrael
has treated Pabestinians in Gazaasa
subhuman group unwarthy of human
rights and dignity, demonstrating its
intent to physically destroy them”
However, any punitive action will not
be taken against israel as long as it has
the support of the White House.
~lang Bahadur Singh, Jamshedpur
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This is Also Service
To the Nation, So...

.. grievance redressal has to get serious

liew this week, Dollil State Consuimer Disputes Red-
sl Commission ruled that Lber pay i customer ik
s compensat bon forone of thele hodlod txis not toening
wpand the customer missing his ight os o vesult, aswell
s for ‘mental distress snd legal costs”, This should mnke
all servies companies st up, Consumer courts ave golng
it the dssue of the extent of control ride-hniling apps
hinve tnarekving at the fare nnd Ineldental charges, They
ave alsa looking nt th uent mechaniam to distingu
Ish thedegresof intormediation, Consumer protoctions
wvallable through the grievance redressal mechan lsm
frll within the ambit of service delivery mnd con certain
Iy eonst linte a defleloney.

Inelinn law allows lmmunity to agents for the action of
indopendont contractors unless eamplicity Is Involved,
Tt tech platforms are bound by specific coommerce ri-
less thint Hist out reasons when this im-
mun ity from viearious Uabllity |s de-
nied, This diminishes tho immunity
geranted by the IT law to Intermediae-
eafncilitating commoerce online. A key
defence ks the gly economy based on
coptractunl sorvices, But this Is no
longer adequite, Another area belng
chillenged in court b the promotion of prodiscts by ecom-
mor wrketplaces that extends product quadity Habili
By b the not-so-pasaive intermediary Tech platforms arm
fcing twin legal assaults on the distance they are trying
Inle,w;ﬂhamw'l'v!rmlolvawn.nrnwr&m.uvll*hllu‘ﬁrwls.
and services they facilitate, Separately; as the gig ccono
pands, pressure (s mounting on tech companies to
contribute more towirds social secur ity pualls eeom-
mieree apps closer to conventional employment strictu
v whth a ligher bar for consum, e,

Comvergence of consumer and lnbour profections could
argunbby stifle tech innovation, Butsomedeigres of rogls.
tory ereep is wolcome as the digital economy mitures, Co-
urts boother countebes hove blureed employment distine.
tlons for Uber dilvers. India will not remiadn fsolated from
the legal evolution that tries to keep pace with technology:

MACROECONOMICS

RBI’s Not Too Much
Behind the Curve

RBI noeds more evidence of inflstion softening before it can
start bowerimg rtes, Bul the central tank has begun work on
propgdim up growth by incrensing Noubdity A review of the
growtie indlation dy nemle by the MIC plisces i bigger downside
Flsk on the former, which ealls for o tetical response whoero o
b ane bs not lmmediately mealklable, Hence, the lowering
of cah reserve mtio (ORI to pull interbank rutis down choser
to e poliey vate, and ligher terest pate collings for forelm
eurrency deposits to oase pressuee of the dollars rise and capl
ok eviatflewws on Al g, This koeps a polbey rateeal in iy
ssperky as thiscoming Pebrunry - (fherecentspile b food pri-
s snbaldes s anthelpatod by the end of the your Any overemp-
Tansids of the growth slowdown will create
v (o UL 0o e imonetary enslng,

Inaikia is homclod for ashallow i g
bee gl justenent that meeds to gack enough
punich o dillver a growth lmpitus, Lagt.
mibedisinfiation may bocome enslor with
the global economy entering an encrgy
ket deowneyehs, while io growth see.
o Beeomes move uncortaln over geopolities and protectbo:
nibsm. RIS con B vl el wpoay to addeess the eoet of inflatlon
oty dommicit beconsiimpthon, it supportive Oscal poliey will b
requibied to speed up real wage growih. Structural adjust
mnts areneeded tosusts in India’s growth spurt, chiofly ioay:
wstall in conmum ption snd knock-on effection investmont,
S dlogree of beeway over flscal eonsolbidation may be war-
ranted as countoreyolieal policy

U b it fon Db oo rrannechy bbbl v eviieven conaal derhing thio
distnnee monetary palley nosds o tewvel, Ancillary pollcy
suapport, both eyelical and strue [ need tocateh Lp to rest:
Fob theshide ingrowih,

International supermarket tourism
Is true cultural immersion

Your Aisle-Land
Destinations Await

Lbfivom thki b 18 prooper conundeum. On thone hnnd,
1t thirbves on mindedening speed, yorrs vandshing before you
enn cnuntlhumm. Convorsaly, it aumhrat.lnulhn nrlof
s lidest I“’"’
markut Iwrlﬂm'l"‘" Ing heroof travel hon
oo of T 0 passport into the everyday lifo of o locality of o
oty ar commtry you are otherwise unfomlliar with, Forget
ko Coponhagen’s Ny Carlsborg Glyp-
lmak hmml umllmwamnc:mvraura Lidloran In-
Aoy
These wro renltime culfural parks Immlniwllh Togional
tastos, quirks and demandpapplies sticloed rlght befor yo-
ur torristy eyes, Hik theoieh absles, sean racks, declpher
Tk, wondlor about the provenanceof odd snocks, splurge
on local delicacies, and check out the kind of healtheare
products “real’ Thnks or Swodes wee when they"re home,
Grogery-store tourkam lsn't just about =i'n
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Harsh Goenka
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Orry, Shalini Passi and Bigg Boss are the new
cornerstones of Indian society and pop culture
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CatBonds to Tackle Catastrophes
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WINMWL_
ﬂ well over 200 aoomaae

sflashon TV: PM25
LT anie guality index had hit 999 fmdcro-
s percubic metre), thie highest lmdt, for the Arse
i ey, This was around the time the veady stub-
e barrningg had started in Punjat.”

Farmersin Puniaband Harvana have long bt
erapatubbde. but starting HO0H, il

had “hroken” In

ing the plains,” explaing Negl. “There has been
almost nowinter rain so far this vear,

siventhe way climate change is hampering the
environment, Negl predicts days with LOOO AGLto
become more common in the futwre unless sirlet
measures are taken.

BEYOND THE CITIES
Even in hilly places Hike Himachal Pradeshor Uream-
Ehand, the air lsnod what i used to be. Delii -based
Madhukar Varshney, founder of Rise Foundation,
which is working towards bulkdinga zerowaste socl-
ety in thecountry, u,l-.nmmty]nlul.!mma.l!r.mnnf
Rishikesh, "The AQH there isreaching 200, " he says,
’I(wa:.umhmk.lhlr'ﬂw}'mmawa Tt Lowpris, city
ling here, ing popatlation, con-
struction work, the whale concretisation has

impacted Rishilesh,”

Since starting Rise, Varshney and team have
planted, incollaboration with corporates and other
Hons, over 50, i resin The lhi zimd
nefghhouring cities, and In Bengaluru, using the
Japanese system of mini-forests in urban spaces,
mmmunl\ known as Miyawaki Forests, to help in

i, relucet vswithin
urban heat Elands and support local v«JldILﬁ. “You
can't fusthl i months. fi -

ble burming for the air pollution rise,” he says,
“Clearly, we are doing something very wrong that
thee uir ks bad everywhere throughout the year,”

Even citles ke Mumbai with the benefit of a
cosstline, where thesea breeze helps disperse pollu-
s, are recording AQIover 2060,

Writer Akritl Muddalah, 26, finds herself na bit
of i bind, She's moved to Mumbai from Delhi this
October, bt the construection work in her locality is
making the air unbreathable “1t's not as had as
Diedhl.” shesays, "bart Tee p ey windows closed maost.
ofthe time toavoid breathing in the dus.”

Sodoes Rutuja Pardeshi, a 22-year-obd journalist,
Since moving 1o Mumbsal from Nashil in June, she's
stlmost stopped going out unless s related towork,
“The first month, T had nseverecough,” says Pande-
shi, whe suffers from bronchibtis, "IFT don®t wear
mask during peak traffic hours. Limmediately have
hresthingg ol throst issues,” Her monthby spend on
b b 5,000 6,000, whilch slve iy, “is o high an
ajournalist's salary”,

Life ins the garden city of Bengaluru ko't mach
better. For the pastsix monthe Sameer Ruthod, 24,
asoftware engineer, has been trylng to grow plants
n his baleony n e Bope ofsurreunding himseld
with some fresh air,

Theee months ago, ke wascoughing non-stop for

serrvation paslicies in Punjab mandsted ade].n' ofric

awesk, The ds ol b thant bael alewas affect-
Ing his heatth—he lives o area with heavy traffic

e iy el Lt Tuare b withthe

advent of the monsoon, for groundwates seplenish-
ment. Consequently, the harvest period moved to
early November, shrinking the time they had befora
panting ihe next crog.

“This compelled the farmers (o practse wide-
spread stubshle hurming in early November for the
quilck and easy disposal of erop residue. Unfosmu-
natedy, thizshord window coincides with the change
of seasorsovernorthem India, " sivs a 2023 research
paperco-guthored by Prof Tripathiand puldlished
i the joursal Exeiromensal Sciemnee & Techmodagy
Legters, Thisis when the air tums denser and chillier
over nogthern Indin.

In20E2, N eased asatellite image of stubible-
buerming fires that caught thewordd's antention —the
crof fires resembded fosest fires that had raged inthe:
US and Awstralia. Vartous studies by Indian sclen-
sy Fellerwed, stating the crop buming was exposing
people in the densely populsted plainsto high levels
of air pollutbon.

Alr pollution fnally gar-
nevecd enugh attention for the
Central Pollution Control
Board tostart regular monitor-
ingofabrguality levels in 2006,
At present, [welhi has about #4
alr quality monktoring stations;
in 2016, there were 20, Over
A5 similar stations exist across
thecountry.

Kartiki Negi, lead {climate

and multiple construction sites,

“lean't change my house; I don't make enough
money mmm'olmgn:f_um'amc..'m this Emysali-
thon,” he savs owera videocall, showing the 15 plants
he'strying to grow [nhisverandi. “Tam knaowniobe
a plant killer among my friends,” he laghs. *But
now, Torsake of my healih, Lom trving tobe a good
plant parent.”

‘Whille there arenospectfic numbers, such alr pol-
Tutbon-rebated bealth cases ane ising n Bengzluns,
says Dir Rajani Surendur Bhat, consultant (interven-
tiomal palmonalogy and pallistive medicine), at
SPARSH hospltalsin Rijarajeshward Nagar, Benga-
huru, “There's definitely a spike inresplrtory prob-
beans.” she says “We have seen more pecple come
with airway diseases in the past five years, Our gen-
eralacvioe is not tostep ot toomach o dghly pel-
Tuted arcas and wear a mask as much as possibie.”

These are stop-gap solutlons, though, Ay is
Rathod's decision to grow plants, Phiroze Mehro-
tra's "air bubble”, Kumor's handlkerchief, or Gulatis

school classes on L or
demand offices 1o shift o work
Froime hemve, and halt consenic-
tiom work for short perbods of
thme.

Phiroze Mehrotra under-
stancls that hisisn' asolution, "1
have the hope that my children
are hreathing clean air. That

yoand the
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impacts), at research-hased Y Y Elves mesonee prace of mind.”
comsulting and capacity build- What ks really needed, ow-

- bt . - DR HARSH VARDHAN PURI . : .
Ing inidative Climate Trends, CENIOR CONSULTANT ever, are drastic steps. Forstart.

hasbeen stindying the pollution
levels semss the country since
2ME, “We are making new
reconds every vear,” she says,

[THORACIC) AND LUNG TRANS:

PLANT SURGECH AT MEDANTA
THE MEDICITY

here needs to be more
niesa, " Peoplestill think if
oy Ishlug andsun is bright
Jiheabrisclear, when

“The pollution levels peakied
from 2006-19, During covid,

there was a steady decling
hetween 202021 snce most
activity had stopped), but 2022 onwards it staried

ising again. 2023 was worse than 2022 " With Delhd

A crossing 10O past month, the 2024 readings

have already made a record,
Whnnh('nmuslcn]mmu 2

S

High AQT has become normal-
ised inmedros,” says Varshney
“Why can’t we have AQI
ingsasalerts by authorities on mobile phones
newspapers every diy like stocks®™

The change has to happen at the pelicy level,
bl'||l'\l‘\ I)l Tripathi. "Cities ke Bediing and San
i dealt with high pollution levels,

the
o] H "Iull‘i?huhl
fires, lm.lu!lrlﬂn_n'du.slum among edhers. The odier
big bait besser talked about EBactor s climate change,
TEpAIr's 2023 World Adr Quality Report makes it
c]ml ‘i.‘Jlmull'rh.mq;t primarily dnwen h}' g'u-('n
playsapl
Ingeoncentrations of PM2.5 alr pollutines ilu'mg]i
varlous pathways, mrlud:ngllw impact of wildfire
smoke Fussil fivel

bmm.magudlnllmllltnl'trrl::umlngslm'trm
thons, and it hapy  after enongh the
2en Erops.”
Thieonus sasmuch on citizens, “Peoplecontinue
tovburn waste during winter. Greenhouse gas enids-
sloms s rising. We are still not using clean energy as.
miech a5 we should, Vehieolar traffic is increasing.
Buikdings continue o be constructed without the

Emlss i account {nrhi'a.n[ghhal[.:’]h!mhﬁkmu
and are the primary cavse of magority of PM2.5-re-
Lated deaths, highlighting the mlnrcnm]mmdl?]a
tionship b alrquality and

The climate changs impact ks also visible 1n t l1e
Lick oof rainfall during winter months in norhern
i, Usually, by the enc of the vear. the Indo-Gan-
getie Plain, spread seeoss the northern and noh-
AN [T uhho suboentinent, geds o few spedls of
winters Al "Bast cluse o the ab
'u;}'stmrlg’m's.‘wm iisturbsanees n the b lumﬁnw-.

v green cover,” &ays D Pur, "For any
change o happen, the effort has to he made from
hath sides: you can’t blame the govermment and
thensitin your room with air Mterson, which s in
EENY eases, ot running om clean energy.”

Ttis a reminder, If one were needed, that not

breathing the same alr—but il |

. While Fhiroze Mehrodr does his committe
+ i his abr-purifod car, sutorickshaw driver

tooffi

Kumar, with his handkerehiel-mask, wses the samse

Bing Road todrop custormess, At some polnt, bath

are ghsorhi g more pollatants than most people in
I 1l

(e rk e havee been evad-

Coastal citkes like Mumbal may soon become uninhabitabie due to sea level rise and Intense cyclones.

CERAESHI DUTTAGUPTA

How climate change
impacts Indian cities

While Delhi is in the news for
its soaring pollution levels,
no big city in India is safe
from the future impacts of
climate change

bk biphalrve.com

by problems, with the unbearable

armonts of atmospherie pollution belng
thee st acuie, But the erisls of lvabdlity that
thecity Faces isn't just confined o this. There's
the annual heatwaves, the severe monsoon
Mooding, the harribly polluted Yamuna, and o
brewing groundwater crisis. Dielhi bsn't a pleas-
ant place to live in—to pat it mdldly—Ffor moch
of the year,

Ine r-umeu.!ys. however, Delhi isa mbcrocosm
of Indiaasawhole. As il
studies have pointed out over the years, India
faces multiple imminest threats doe to the oi-
mte crisis. Heatwaves, superchanged storms,
cloudbarsts, drought, melting Himalavan gla-
ciers. afullingwater tahle, deyving rivers, incress-
Ing aridity, sea level rise. There isn't a climate
impact that Inidia isn't already suffering from.,
And with every passing vear, the magnitudeof
these imparts is only going to get maore acute,

T i Matioual Capital Region (NCR) s besit

URBANHEAT: DELHI, MUMBAIL,
mmra.umm.m

Chi i reson
clties, ﬂ-.poﬂ:ll\. abnce Inrdia s omeof the fstest
urbandsing countriesin the worbd. Aceording to
thee [inifedd Nations Werld Urbanizatios Prog-
pects report from a few vears ago, the number of
Insdians living in citles is expected to grow to 871
mnilllon by 20050, I the next six vears, Ahmieda-
bad and Hyderhad are set to |oin Dedhi, Mum-
bai, Kolkata, Chennad and Bengaluru as citles
with pogalations of sver 10 million,

WI||H~| his massive rise in urban mlwralltm

fhasic infrastructure-red
problems, what may actually be of groater worry:
s heat stress. Citles typdcally are hotter brcause
of the extensive heat Island effect, and good
urban planning—which can alleviate some of
the problems—ls sorely Iacking in India .

A study titled Cities, Climate Change and
Cferamie et Exposure—found that Indian citkes
are a magnet for the most lethal form of heat:
humid heast, Extreme high temperatures plus
high humidity Is a lethal cockzil which the
human body just cannot stand. Measured as
wet-hulh globe temperture (WEGT), amyihing
abwve 30 degrees Celsiusiwhile accounting fur
temperature, humidity, wind speed. solar radlz-
tion and sun angle) is lethal,

The study found that Delhl, Kolkata and
Mumibai are alresdy on the thresheld of this
lirmit. Thiess three citles were classed a5 “Very
Hot (Dangerd”, while a fourth city, Beagahoru,
Fedl ingothe “Warm (Caution)” ronge. Thae worry
is that as global temperatures continue to
sir—2024 is on track to becoming the hottest
yesar ever recorded, with an average heating of
over L5 degrees Celslus sinee pre-industrial
thrmes—Indian heztwaves will getstrongerand
last longer. These will be fell even more
Intensaly incltles.

SEA LEVEL RISE AND EXTREME STORMS:
MUMBAL KOLKATA, CHENNAI

Although ourunderstanding of climate change
bmpuacts s formed purely by whit we expesdence

onland. the real story of glohal heating lies in
theoeean, According o the World Meteosodog-
val Organization’s 20024 Stare of the Clinmate
report that was released st month, over the
prast 50 years, $0% of the extra heat trappe d Ly
exvesslve greenhoose gases (GHGS) In the
atmwosphere has been absorbed by the ooean.
Sinee 1860, theocesn hi stur_u]ms:lngnp :md

hoaers in 30 vears, When Cyclone Dana maocde
landfall in Odishain kate October, Eollatawais

infamous belng that of
H20—the storms became intensely strong in
st few howrs hevause of high sea surface (em-
peralues.

Connacted to this annual hazard is the fact

o Amphan n

this process has only secel
years. From - 200 zettajonles (2T) in lD!Dﬂ t
1332 T in 2023 &5 a massive jumg.

What s the efTect o thisoverheated ocean?
It's causing longer ind more severs maring
heatwaves that Bleaches and kills coral reefs,
which sustain 25% of the glohal ncean eoosys-
tem. Thi, along with incressed ociean acidifica-
Hasn will put a gres draln on seafood catch.
But for human beings, the biggest effect of
excessoeean heats bs that Indian Oeean oyclones
are heroming sSIronger every vedar,

Megacitles ke Kolkata. Chennal and Mum-
Dai He dn thedr path, The recent Cyclone Fengal
miay have missed Chennai by awhisher when [t
made landfull on 30 Nevember, but It was
neighbysaring Puducherry that faced the brunt.
Asofthe time of writing, some 1 people had lost
their ives i lindia and Lanka, white Pud-
ucherry experlenced its heaviest rainfill in 24

that with the gradial f thie Arctic per-
muifrost and summer sea foe, along with eapldly
melting Greenband and Antarctic foe sheets,
lobal seq leveds are rising inan alarming man-
ner. Since 1903, sutellites have been monitoring
this rise, and i the pose 30 vears, glibal ses levil
has risen by over BOmm, and rose twice asfist in
the past decade than it Bad in the Arst decade. In
certaln coastul reglons, ke around Indla, the
rafe of sea level ise s higher than the global rate,
2 3 ircublef del

Mot anly
les in the long term, even o the short term,
higher sea levels can spell disaster when
oyelones make landfall. Whenever the laiter
happens, there's something called a storm
surge, where the force of the storm earrles sen
water inland in huge waves. During Cyclone
Amphaon, there was a stoem surge of abour 140
[t was the Sunderbans mangroves that pre-
vented thestorm surge of being even higher,
mich as 250 Ithe time a cvclone mokes Band-
Fall colneides with high tide and higher sealev-
ols, storm surges would be higher and lead to
reater Booding. As cities ke Mumbsal, Kollota
and Chennai systerratically destroy theirman-
mrovesand wetlinds, thiey are increasingly with-
ot defences for the climate change future.

Sowhile Dedhi has been in th Iy
dlneto its unmanageahle pollutlon levels, there's
hardly any eity in the country that lsn't facing
environmental or climate-related threats of
some kind or the other. And as Indla continues
tourhanise at & rapldd pace. the pressurs s going
toonly increase.

Chesppy seas in Chennal befors the landfall of Cyelane Fengal
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A thought for today

Flon has tonnes of money..so [ dont waorry that his
Bircoin will randomly go up or down, 1f vou have less
eyt thae Elon, vou should probably watch out
WILL GATES

Top 10 Of...

Why we love to list: it's a lifeline out of chaos

nother turns, and stock-tnking lists are popping up
A ¥ where: best of, worst of, top tens, wraps, roundups and
wlight reels, What's with this Hstmanin? What explains
the lrresistible urge o comphle amd rank? Because it's how we have
tried to understand anything. 1s only human to tey and
miuke sense of the tervifying feeling off time rolling on, or to impose
puattern on chinos, Wi make st “to make infinlty comprehensible’,
sald Umberto Eea,

Listsare intuitive and useful. A measof Information? Wecansort
the mess into buckets, 1t's easier to take in, too - chumnls of’ informa-
ton nre bettor transmitiod than run-on text, To-do lists are used 1o
focus the mind, To externalise our tasks
and ek them ofV reduces sty

Bullet-points, Hsticles and easy blles
have taken over much of the nows and
Information around us, We know it's o
flotion, mn artefnet: o comples issue in the
workd does not conveniently break down
Into ten polnts as it doos 1 the news
primers. But the clickbait still works.
Whether it's tech thps or packing lists, selfimprovement manunls
or lists of the richest, sexiest and mest powerful, our minds are
compeliod to godown each (tem,

Anid then, of course, there's pssessment: the need to classily, to
ronk ns greator than or loss than, With st Hke top films of the
contury ar the on of grent books or essenthal songs, it's -
ring to submit to someone elee’s botter judgment, We're relleved
that @ trusted tastemaker or expert has scoured everything and
selocted the saving us the bother, But even while medin 1Isl-

ARE MADE

IDEAS ARE BORN

THE TIMES OF INGIA
SATURDAY, DECEMBER T, 2004

Old Men Plot Young Men’s Death

Before we commemorate fallen soldiers, let’s remember wars mostly happen
because the ambitious and powerful are driven by some evil logic

Dipankar Gupta

. Tt bkgglon plays tages s 08 slgmnlling
L] e B b apeen up and welconie
brave souls plucked fresh from the
Battlefiold, S0 many, in toly brlof
mortal Fives, wore far (oo young to
u have Tackal hale Others had

ehildren far W00 young to set ofT 1o schoal alone, Now
"hey il gone 1o
1. That one

war ini that
sy bul

Inwir ol
of murtyndom ovorwhelms us. Rarely do
wir ihink of the young lives wistsd 1o
Tulfill the ambitions of old men. On
Nov 11, Remombrance Day, we recall
fallen braves in grateful dirges,
ihe ot iy word of soorn for those
wizened schomers who sont the
youg o die. Cur hearts swoll as we
rocall the glow ol soldlery, forgetting
the ev il that sehomaed ground up to
KLl the young,

Naw 11 s fiitingly commemorated
s Reanembrnee Doy pevoss e globs
Tor otk dato bn 1600, World Wi |
Tt ilidos carme tan end, 1t wis then
Beloved that this war would end wll
ward, but that did ned happen, On
Roersomlarmnee Doy voterns woar thedr
wpouletten and coburs, the droms
roll, trumpots sound and the valowr
af war s upheld, We forgot complod
rurlty of those wlio s
byl fior o worthloss case.

‘World War | was perhaps the cruellost
warr b modorn {hmes. 1w milllons b tholr Hves for

making creates conventional wisdom, there's nothing definl
about the pleks or the ranks, They ‘e just the lis fer's proforences,
g bl bng over thee bs the whole poing,

Note This, Note-Makers

Put flowers, animals on currency, not political figures
TIHH:' of us who haven't wholesoul jumped over to digiol
b5, always |

P + Mahatma for company: He 15 on alloff

ndin's currency notes, So he's part ol all our s
buying samosas to commuting to paying school foes, But b
took this spot in 1968, his birth contenary. He replieed o diversiis
including tiger and door, and recont yoars have seon campaigns to
displace him intuen, Nations tell thelr stories through such image
aclection. And sometimes, they candecide to change the e story, and
replace the faces on their notes,

With o new reglme, Bangl
to oust Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from its
eurrency, With o new king, UK replaced his
s imege on its notes, But Turing, Chur
ehlll, Austen, Turner stand beside Chartes 1T
Just the same as with Ellzabeth 11, When
Europeans entered the EU project with a
eommen currency, they went with an “ages and

sh s looking

styles™t . whieh very conselously sido-stepped nll politics.
Beeause the images on currencios are understood as conveying
Important statements about national ldentity, ehanging these can

it many eitizons’ sontiments oven s others feel happy or gratifled,
But what If these lmages were not overwhalmingly about men and
theirachievements? I these instead celobrated fora and fa S0
much of which humanity 18 pell-mell running off the planet - that
would be more zen. A stronger push to nourish Nature's harmony
would suraly be good for socinl harmony too,

Death’s Certain, Its
Fear Avoidable

Sage advice to future corpses

o're ] galdng to dio, bt The book exphores the myths of descent
wo shun that thowght.  Into an underwarld, and metaen, The
wterrte Mord: The Are 'dark night of the saul” ks a motagpher

aof Comtermplaring Death  Tor these painful shins Mt occur

to Live a Better Life by doanna i Hllu.\lulululyllmlu' neiraged

wind o ik f et - Catholles
practical gulde 1o coming to terms |||'||| Thbillainty. souk awe and enligh-
with it temment from decomposing corpees

Dreath s bad and sad, Todwellon it and churnel houses,

Eamorhld, aceording to modorn sensi exleans colobrate o Day of the
Bilithes. Bt peroas culturessand thnes, — Dead, when the mambrane b

whadonn tnvolved forgiog a colatbon:  Hving ad dead 18 hought 8o be pormc
ship to death, to stave ofl the foar of  able, Vietorlans followed extensive

ety i 1o being perspo
Tifie, Shomany and pricsts were soul
umt:llr]rrn fmementi
hirmsolvon of doath,

msurning  periods, many Jowish
fumillos sit shiva after o loved one
posss awny, But tomodern medicine,
doath i failure,

Drenlal af |h-|.|h b b tha roat of Mo oo knows Tor certaln what
mvuch inxloly, aggressbon, senophobin — happens after we W the contral
nnil il y » mystary of [
y identieal wiorivs
af moardontheskpor
e (NIHER) snigpest

the book, It makes the
cone for o both/and =8
pTApRset v

TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

rither

than an  elther/or it consclousness
cuntines Those wh
have gona  though
Rity ns lonses townrids NDEs report focling
uberstamling, see cortain that death |s

=il

The denial of di-
ath inmore o Western
affietbon, It leads 1o
iy -
Juets', Tha fonr of old

ing doath as both
§ et il
mned s

st oo Dot slabion, el b e fielils
n[ Flanders .lIII‘ Ypres whare Warld War 1 tombstones
nlute the lost souls, W don'
mlhlullnn the ovil machinations and ambitions, all
elathod bnrobes of pelde, thit Killed those soldbers.
Whar seiinias s dlbstanil whisi Jook g al e niomorials
Ao e cadin undulating fhelds of Flanders, The Nowors
T connio back mnd the birds too have forgotton that
drendful past. Yor, ahoubin't i B v Wikt
hese grounds onee witiessed? The futility of war 1s

m on QUG Inrnmplc Hoks nlmmrln. those un
Biler il heratatat

fight osurvive, ¢

of lIIIll‘lIIIII K\III‘ fobr ol sy adse’s oo
I there evor was i Just wir I must have boen bna
Gods

by pone
niljuil
nw

ra when mirncles happened
ol Inrecont conturies thero s no
v inf Biit ne slide wis nos
£ e ate Buro

whi

hany 1l
LIS sl lors died and Killed in distant Vietnam for s
caniirthat only moved the Pentagon, Pakistan i cied

1l Erps (181

vellgbon to attack Indin, bt it was roally for foolish
territorial pride.

Closer toroul time, Ukeakne and Russioaee Gghting
n meaninghess war to build a st future,
gt voed wears, Thin ambitbon wias borm in the fwi
vanlads oo ol e ol e young Bell for 1, Preople of Ga
il Lastaven Junves ibbed 0 thotisiand denthi a hisndred
times boviuge tholr leaders filt strife was palitically
e rewarding than peace, Cnce guns begin 0 thunder,
liboabogrios cubekly mubtiply

B thhe st wanrs were o way of [, Feudals o to

% ol pr
be envereun by others who wene botior ot the job, The
mniesther s edpuivinlont ks economie enterpeise where, agaln,
he ruler 48 o swallow or be swallowed, The prometer
ol meompany must think of expansion (o sverwhelm
eammpetit ion o boenton by snother,
Medioval wors bl one siving grace that
wirs lack. Rulers i s tmaos fought for we
eIt o, but they battbod alongaide soldiors and died
with them, They didn't just deive young men to
wonr oo palitfelns do tol b abownd
In Euroge, from England’s Richard 1. to
Auistrin’s Leagabd 111 to King James of
Seethnned, wnd many bl twsen
I Bk too, weveral rubers diod
fgghiting and Bt wies not just e young
who wereensuntiles of war Exmmples
e many, from Rajmthiajn Choln,
Maharmni Sangeam Singh, to lrahim
Lo, b Rainad Jhansd, s many more.
O the ulhl'l' |!I\I|I|. ! r illed almost
1l Wi over and Arch-

m'l by ll.!ll Buib
1L e Foragelst andd ot llwlr lves.

IF thsere wts s glovy to medioval
wars I was simply becouse thelr
Tiroes were riot just willing to kill for
thelr cayse but also die for (4 This s
prolaldy why i thoss duys, soveral
memnrohs were  known for  thoir
leradsmn, I warfoee todoy, bravery
mwarels go tosoldlors whaodbo in batt
Lt thie spails of wine go (o the plotie;

They sit behind desks; groy hoads
Bowedl. poring over sinister and dark

calieulatons,

Fhhe moxt thme we memorialise moetyred soldlers
Rist mvok tha ddrsims, the trappaets, sl e shiep s
distraot wa from the faet that the FOUIE
noedlessly to further other peaplo’s retten ambitions,

dlean conth can nover bo recompon a
ol fnnlly i nover alinke away it gilef,
Ths trath must ba gold, for the huresh of war comos

g o ik clotd!

Jhrl yullvor i
Ve sriter (4 v fralogg(xr

Bitcoin’s Riding Trump Wagon, Wait For Dust To Settle

Dutch tulips or crypto on steroids - Bitcoin breached $100,000 - what goes up must come down.
Given its decentralised, privacy-first nature, crypto is not about to supplant traditional currencies

Atanu Biswas

Holland's tullp mankn lusted thives
years, Blicoin's voller-conster i 1 s
Wl and just breachod $00,000 on
Trump's el 1o Bang proeryplo
lablny st Paul AtK s haad of Securitles
and Exchange Commission (SEC),
which reguilates eryplocurmoney among other things.
has
ol crypto in his
lizn hiae e brvestors hopedul IImI Tls nidmmidiad
wtratlon will s ceyptoAr lendly, Wis ondorssmont y
Elon Musk strengthons the talbwind,

Trump|
‘Trwmip projected himseld asn“crypio prosidon
mpaign nnd plodiged (o make Ame
pio capltal”, His claim ot Bt
u that of gold mnd 1t coubid bo
el 5 T pwkght
Tor Bincodn
Wosmberg reportod that, besides discusuing
eryplo polley with Musk, Tramp aitendod o Biteoin
errbrenon i Duly wavd ks enmpalgn rocelvod oryplo

S
el his thires sons annoinced Hmhll.!lu
elal, n decentralised Nnanoe {Del
Pt lorem with a propristary eryptsc ll|.|l||l an II

mtwummn
s I s beacked by the erypto loblby: In o duly

whome price has soueed ever sino mp appoknted
Musk mnid Blotech entrepreneur Vivek Romnswamy o
alim down govi expendituee uncer the nowly colpel
Department of Government EMolency (IOGE).

.

native
ally boen
np. v oo thisn Ty who,

\ Fan of Bikcoin

soen:
L0 tml1|l|r||u|| :nl-mw it they lime histor
extromely vilatie. o

st iy

lm||u\'|-:|l| v tobivg g trode ol odher legal netivigg™
ks called teain o “seam against tho dollae,

"rrzi mrthele, Andrew R Ch

this erypo world loarnad to Tov rump, his |||~|Im|rls
||m oryploveepeandidato JI
prelinsive conservistive Buepr intspoarhoaded by
|l»n!s tank The Her itage Foundation, Although Tramgp
dliptanged imsell from i, Project 2045 use of werms
connectod with cryptoassors eloetrifiod e industry.
With Musk s an sdvisor, many soe Tromp using
ery i 0 bisost sconomibe growth. Musk has made no
wocret of his passion for erypio, especinlly Dogecoln,

Prefiee fs wderabtedly diiven by verative, Whitle Blden
Barelly disoussed erypto in public, his administeation
Backed tougcher regulations almed o1 safeguarding
Invostors, Mow that Teamplinsagenly sadorsed ery plo,
W's Jikely to fourish, Smaller dighial currencies have
nlso gained from expoctations of o pro-crypto White
House and ke minded Congress mombers, Trkmp's
wlection has boosted erypto-relitod conmparies, el
ding Riot Platforms, MARA Holdings, Colnbase amd

Mierostratogy. Bosldes, he is expected 10 dismbss
current SEC chiol Gary Genslor, o strong opponont of
ellginal currore b, to moke way for AUk ne,

Forrmar Diteh Conteal Bank prosidont Nout Wl sk
wadel b B0 that the forvour surrounding Bitcoln was
wotse than hiscountry's tullp msniaof the 1630, when
tullps becama a status symbol for Holland's mewly
alfluent merchant cliss. In 1637, tallp bulbs briedly
became world's most expensive olijec
I tho yoarty snlary of askill
ay  deros ol Tand, But whe thes bubbo burst in ¥
yoar due e n bubonio plague outbreak in e Dutel
town af Hoardom, pidces criahiod

‘Wil india change Iis stance on crypto?

Il | seaptbonl mhowt crypo, vt foars It can
fund Wegal oetivities and ereate fnancial nstability,
Sineeerypdompsetsane trananatioaal, GO v
(elobal npproact for thelr regulaei:
sems impossible. Also, helty taxes and opague
regilatfons crente unsortnintles for Indin's crypto
markot.

WRIT v rotuien bo White House aned Aol
¢t EIE el
Wonabid 110 ogen g W ot
Inmovation and eross-border portnorships, makiog
Tnadbaan markets more appealing (o forelgn players
and ontieing domestic investors o confdontly
re-enier the marked?

It's o camplex ¢ il Taxing o1
Justone aspoct. The biggor question lsw hor tonllow
erypio's s in bronder sconombe acthvitbes. 1S might
Nossweay (s poguilitions in the maveriek TrimgsMusk oim,
Rk that woulda'e channge thi acteristios
of these nssots, such s tholr oxluton
atrlot wser privaey, amd potential bulidelie nature,
Cryptes s by volag e so far, and nomstter how much
it climbs unior Hike: Duteh
Rubips it mbght eventually 1 AT,

e reriter i peafecsor of ciatienies, Inflan Swatistical
Institiete, Kollin

1 gl In

Calvln & Hobbes
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Seienice oot anly
ooyt with
spdrdtgaliiy; it e
prrfraid simirceof
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Carl Sagan

Science And Spirit Are Paths To Infinite Exploration

orisos, and \||Illr|ll\
change effects, Bul
wur culiure of consumer caplial lsm
hves s Ditde assdstance in toberaging
this sonse of valnerabllity and the
Events are just meaning

T sy Niateist Card. Juing thoughi
thist the secand Balf of 1k wis about
proporing for death with our own
chosm, cansclous myths The book
provides warkshoets iy thise
watlies, toprobe exaetly whist we fo to
eonfront the ey kbl kas of live,
Thie vist maorkty of o ancestors
s e world s ensouled or g nspleitiad,
pathon ane dosEruction as necessary
und oyalleal, Many relighons anid
pwy Ut st death msa fourney o e
formation [nto other forms of energy

ago ol doath lends
woan interest in

u
ron. But mnny ouliu
i hove s serenity in

I Hawall, whon the

voleano erupted by 00,

many indigenous peophe saw (1 s n

e of de
Mt Kl

munbfontot by of the poddess Pelo,
wikconmed he kg e dongo

Laaking squarely ol denth elorifies
thee questhon of whid you want o do
with your time on earth. From n
anie peespoective, onch of us s
(e pirposar sl spocial gifty, and
bt b o iy oud this purposs, for
oursalvesand thiswardd, This i why we
foed most alive when we do cortain
thimgs or spend time with certiln poo
pl
crd anthent]

Arup Mitra

orntanding, pereeption,

e uni
el knowlodge biss originate
fromn 114 1 romnin

alfactory copacity we may smoll hmw
1t

Whan solence arrives ot the border

Wi
. O of the st Inmll!n]lw 153
ot EnCoLUntorE |i||Ix|u|ulwllu-mul!um-

confined within s lmits Evon whist we
eall sebontbile research cannot go
[
"Tks 8 thes context inwhich our
aplritual pursiits becwne importand,
"Fhary ouitht bor b thae g bebos Lo our
nebentife diseoverios. Throh
oo ternplations, b conscjousn s
merjes with the undiscovered dimen
whevis, priel oure rond kg ol this suljec
gathers dopthaven whin we cannot go
Beyond nfew glimpses of actunlity
Iitereatingly, voallty [sonly o
curnponent of factiallty or practical ity
A we e itite, we iy sex Hght which Is
lifferend from the o inary Hight thid o
aptke power capiures theagh they are adl

cally without foar or rogrot. To live i
oot Ly s b Punvn i g oy,

Invberigrated. Simloedy oven iF e object of
frngpranes b net with i the veach of our

Our poreuptionof ourexibtence ls
Nimhteel lv\'muumtn-: of faetors. What we

ar llnl woen the
woibdess nnd demon
Brothers, Nisumbhn and

Shanmiha, This latter, bn

gt ot Uk b 16 g the Dk
of wopsany powers whilo they aro doaling
aligle-tunmdedly, How Illlljllllll.lhdlhlll
mnay woulkd |

ciniym bin sanngrara’ - L the only one
by, whiors i o socont reality

besophiy must come forward to
I'!|!III\I! 11m horlxons, selting s Ihllllll‘l'

must for practical probing. Conjeetural
avaliitlens are not lnavative I they
rermain condined todommning of & speeifis
tiscipling. Inslghi lotod

ol b bo prsod. This b s Ly wiy
Ao s el mturnt ion ad escapo e
Tallay of Hmitod understand bng.
Mowatdays, weare talldng abou the
applicathon of artifiein) intellgence

al caniribution to
rovering what s been
e s ey th! Can ot
D ] 1w gl ves b ol
shipe toour spiritunl
realisations? Alterall,

THE SFEAKING TREE the lackof explanation

soimatimes st B
part e \|I:ir|:I\|~|mnwnml||>~|ln ilusion,
With Al's offerings, the gap betwoen
sobemtific probes and n|;|r|m|||-un-| (0]
enn cortainly bbb
Trull«nItmu\<|u|1rnvl|l<'l.=||-h||:| o for
e sl Hfle ventures

Theoretical sdvancomonisare o

s fneots of lenrning,
t

|
spiritual realisations can bo the most
effeotive mon o or advanelng theore
thenl conflguratbon nsclonee, encou:
raging further probing with helpol Al
A R st pointed out, there s
ol bosglrit tainments, Work abill
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EX-PRINCIPAL CHANDIGARH
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE

FEW weelcs agn,
the unthinkabie
h 4. Fly-
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camméd with aulomobiles
tocny, In 2023, Chandigarh
e gistored o recond breaking
53,220 vehicles, much above
the average 45,097 vehides
regtered per year over the
lnst decade. The ‘oxygen
mpital of lndia’ has now
among the highest AQI Mg
ures in Uhe country,
Another development —
abwut Haryana wanting o
il its own Assembly com.
plex in Chandigarh  to
its growing

ing badk to
Chandi garh
from the amog-Jaden
dystopla of Delhi, 1 looked
forward to getting badk o
the blue skies of my Garden
City homwdown. But as the
plane descended for landing,
the erstwhile ponoramn of
green fields and the azure-
blue  Shivalk mountain
range was clonked i o
gloomy shawl of grey
Media reports raised geri-
ous  oneems about  the
unprecedented fse 0 the
AQI levels of the oty The fig
ures were motehing those of
Drelhi and were even worse af
times, The usual suspects
were being blamed: ‘western.
disturbances', farm fires, poor
wind speed, dust. construc-
tion. But the elephant in the
room was the increase in
vehicular pmissions.
Chandigarh not only has
the distinction of the highest
per capita income but also
the highest number of cars
per person in the mountry,
Prom being o pedistrians
parndise, its rosds are

spat il newds — also reflects
the congestion and paucity
of space ocowrting in the city,
and spedally in the Capital
Complex, which is listedaza
UNESCO property. The oth-
or edifices of the Capitol —
the Secetariat and high
oourt — fwe dmilar con-
straints. Perhaps, all three
nesrcd to shift gome of teir
functions to other locations.
The constant struggle to
ke the two forces — the
ever-expanding needs of a
Tiving heeritage city’ and sav-
ing thework of genius arch
teet and plmner Le Cor
busier — needs a nuunoed
oppeoach, With unplanned
expan sions will come threats
1o its authenticity that could
Fopardise iy UNESCO tag,
Designed for a population
of half a million, today the
atly & hame @ nearly 1.3
million. The Chandigarh
Master Plan 2081 has esti-
mated that the projected
populstion of Chandigarh
couilel touech between 16 and
20 Inkh by 2030 and that of
the entire Triciky region

OPED
ow to decongest the City Beautiful and why

IMPERATIVE: The congestion in the ity calls for a shift to public tm msport syster. s monn

okl shoot up to 45 lakh
And only sevien decares ago,
‘wheen this new aipital project
of Chandigarh was b nched
by the Govermanent of Pun-
heesions that Inciu's first
planned city would never be
inhabited; B would be like the
historic follies of Daulatabad
uendl Futehpur Sdkri
success  sory  of
Chandigarh han now, quite
roncully, become its prob-
lem. Brand Chandigarh' as
un wrban prodsct has not
been betwered  or  oven
matched by the new satellite
towna orother cupital cities in
the prest- Independence India.
The trifurcation of Chands-
garh in 1966 made it not anty
the joint capital of Punjab
and Huryana but als a cen-
trally sdminkstened city, With
thres governments function-

The satellite towns
shouldbe no more
viewed as the ‘poor
cousins of
Chandigarh but as
itssalety valves iolet
offthe built-up
pressuresin the
1N city.

Ingout off @ 11480 km Ui
Territery (out of which anly
sy km  constitule the
plannsed urban grid) it leoves
& open for encroachments
auncd vinlations.

As such, the city needs to
decompress  and  decen-
tralize some faciBities to the
edjoining mtelite wwns to
iti advantage. A larger
Chandigarh  Urban  Com-
plex (CUC), on the lines of
the National Capital Region
(NCR) of Delhi needs to be
congidercd Like the NCR
Planning  Board, there
ought to be a wellempow.
ered CUC 1o undertake
common. interlinked infro-
struciure projects

All congestion points in
Chandigarh need to be
decongested . Instead of per-
mitting ega  shopping
malls in its industrial area,

silch ase leading o talle
Jams, the sub city centre of
Sector 3 should be made
more attractive for invest
ment as it has mone spios,

Simiarly, the “urban vil-
lages” in Chandigarh are no
more  traditional  villages
enguged in ogricultural
activities but hubs for low
rental  accommedation  or
low tarilf holels With very
Bttle eontrol over their
expansion and an shsence of
bye-laws, they are growing
in nchaotic manner

Besides this, the most
important  point  towands
retaining the green city bog
is reducing dependence on
private vehicles for intra-
city movement,

Recently, the Chandigarh
Administration revived the
Tricity metro project which
hael been ahehved in 2007. Tt
s projected to connect the
city with the adjoining
townships of Mohali, New
Chandigarh and Panchiulo
The revival is warranted as
the Tricity now has a com-
bined population of around
three million, leading o
traffic jums and frequent
eongestions.  In March,
2023, the project was given
an n-principle approval by
the Centre. What com po-
nents would be  under
wround and overhead are
vt b bes et thed

It= planning emphasis will
have toshift to public trans-
port  gystems  including
slow-moving trams, eleciric
buigiss and trolley cars. Some
cangested areas should be

dedared @2 ‘no vehiaular
zones, allowing only electrc
emrts, wallting ancd aveling.
European aties like Zurich,
Vienna, Istanbul  and
Barcelona are doing very
well with these hybrid
tnodies of Wi neport

The: visionary dty: plan of
Chandigarh  embedded a
hierarchical system of move-
ment, providing for eight
ypesof roads and paths The
V7 romds were meant for
pedestrians and VB for
cyclists, Unfiortunately, they
were never  fully  buit,
though cyele paths have
been recently constructed ot
on impressive speed.

Tiuday, for o person 1o wallk
from his doorstep o the
et ghibeoni rhond murkeet o do
dmpe evendey domeitic
s —whichought tobea
ploasure — i o risky night-
mare. Pedestrinn pavemenis
mest bemended by removing
encroachments and mmprov.
ingg ronad infrostrucume

Alang with these measures
to demngest the dty, the
stellite towns should be no
mike viewed oz the poor
oousing'of Chandigarh but us
g sufety vadves 1o ket off the
pressures on the main city:
Chandigarh should be seen
in the larger context, some-
what Bike Edwin Lutyend
New Defhi, all around which
are structures from the past
aswell g for the futupe,

An integruted Chanedigarh
Urban Complex could be the
engine of ecomomic growth as
wellnathe best bot to preserve
its historse heritage.

The idea of Viksit Bharat is facing huge challenges
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PROFESSOR, INSTITUTE FOR
HUMAN DEVELOPWENT

NDIA s dreaming of

becoming a developed

country by 2T

Recently, the CEO of

NITI Aayogt BVR Sub-
rahmanyam predicted that
Imsekia ws on track to achiev-
ing the targeted $30-nillion
ewonomy by WY, Arnvind
Subramunion, former chiel
eoonomic adviser, has pro-
Jected that even n $50-trillion.
emnomy is well within
Indhin's reach.

This clsimsare supplement-
ed by various global gover-
nance institution sand corpo-
rute think tank organisations
Uhat have thrown up o vanety
of arguments and preswmp-
tions. It seems that Indis is
posed 0 become a devel
orpesd country by the stipulit-
ed dote. This projection i
reinforeed by the media,
wanding off miics

However, some busines
leaders and  palicymaken
havestarted questioning the
current model of gover
nance and fixing long-term
targets without facing the

overmnanee  system  has
Fualer] to be innevative. Prob-
lems are recurring with no
viable and sustainable solu-
tions in sight. Murthy used
Delhi’s pollution to vindi-
e his point. He urged the
government lo change s
system of manoagemént and
take the challenges of the
Indian economy bind on.

As the Indiman rupee, in
comparison to the US dollor,
has  depreciated and the
wowth mele in the second
quarter of 202420 nos-
hived, Chief Economic Advis-
or V Anantha Nageswoaran
has warned  businessmen
agningt being complacent
He has cautioned them tonot
taboe achvontage of the depre-
dation of the rupee in
increasing  thelr  exporta,
Rather, they shoukd concen:
trale on incressing produe-
ity and innovations o be
mmpetitive in the interna.
tonal markets

He also proposed scme
structural reforms, espedal
Ly at the stale and local lev-
els of governance. to make
India’s growth rute sustain-
able. Pertinently, the Minis
ter of Comme ree and Indus-
try has proposed to
dismantle the fcility of
caseoldoing  business’s
=Angle-window mvstem
becouse captaing of the
Indian industry have not
shosn much interest in this
policy  instrument, This

INDUSTRIDUS: A aynamic industrial sector has been ot the

mg gigantic challenges.
There is newd to0 dear the
I buempy road ahesd.
The firstand foremaost chal-
lenge les in the evolution of
the economic siructure ond
its disconneat among the
three sectors of econo my. One
must keep in view the devel
opment experience of the
dirveloped countries, mdud-
ing Enst Asian countries,
which hove had o dynamic
and leading inchastrial sector
o the centre of trunsformo-
thon of their econom s, The
mdustry, &5 an engine of
growth and transformation
of these economies, had pro-
vided new products to the
world, ratsing productivity

developed economies. ree mat

Structural refonms,
especially atthe
state andlocal levels
of governance, can
mitke Indias growth

centre of tramfomation of

thit has remnined predomi-
nant for generating income.
But the largest proportion
of the workforce continues
to derive Bvelhood from
the agriculiure sector. The
agriculture sector, during
the kst three decades of
economic  reforms,  has
borne the burden of the
promised transformation of
the Indian economy. The
workiorce currently
employed in this sector is as
high as 46 per ceni, This
work engagemoenl compris
= Loy productisity and sub-
statence wage income, mak-
ing thengriculiure sector s
ane in distress,

Another  feature of the

the provess aof structusal
Audi

smooth transtion of & coun-

the agriculture, industey ond
services  sectors.  Studies
wxmining the sectoral link-
ages  of the developed
evonomies and the Indian
economy show that weak
ntersectornd linkages have
prevented the Indisn indus-
try from realising the
eounomies of scule,

"The services sector of Indin,
instead, hay memained pre-

try o b devedoped has
been the discpline on ‘capl-
tal', The second most mpor
tant foctor hus been invest-
ment  in research  ond
development and beoome a
leacker in innovation.

On both counts, India has
remained not only deficit
but also lagging. A large
number of billionaires has
emerged in Indis in o short
wpan of time, but their con-

it n b

adding low value and not
milch employment opporty-
nities, Instead of providing
e products b thes workd, it
has remained & subservient
service office of the westem
developed couniries.

These structural  weak:
neged hove resulted in o
longterm chronic deficit in
the balance of trudee and &
stressed foreign exchange
rate. This deficit has forced
for the compenzation 1o be
derived from the capital
secount. This has further
burdened the economy with
a rising debt-GDP ratio.
‘These challenges ane formi
clubile and can et as a gtum-
bling block in the reafiss-
tion of India's goal of
becoming developed,

The tocently  published
World Demaslopmient Report
20024 has examined the caus-
s of why vountries full in
low or midelle-income traps
‘The report has also attempt-

new producta in the world is
Wlmogt nil. Lew lmvestment
in Innovation is o vielation
of the expected ethicsicode
of conduct of capital for o
developed country.

Studies on domestic inno-
vations since the July 1981
economic reforms show a
decline in domestic share of
innevations. This supports
thie fisct that the Indian poli
1y and policymakers hive
fuiled 10 make the Indin
capitalists to invest in inno
vations to become o leader
in high productivity and
competitive gobally.

If the dynamics are
changed, they can generate
higher job opportunities
and more income in the
hands of the workforce,
This will ensure upward
mahility of the workers and
generate adequate demand
for goods and services,
This multiplier impact is
needed for the business as
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V. HARD
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real challenges. Infosys  clearly brings out the fuct  and was the main source of ratesustainable. developed countries” experi-  od to provide some way for an incentive to be innova-
founder Narayuna Murthy  that the idea of a developed  employment. ' : ence has been the stong  ward. The mosl important  tive for a sustained ecor
recently said thel Indin's  Indin (Viksit Bharot) is fac- It is the services seclor b linkages during . factor  that allowed the  nomic activity
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Opinion

Same old story

RBI seems to be willing to allow
growth to stay slower for longer

mm HE RESERVE BANK of india’s (RBI) commitment to taming
inflation and lowering it closer to the 4% mark is creditable,
but itsoptimism on growth is befuddling. The RBI hashad to
pare its gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for

by a good 60 basis points to 6.6% after the undenwhelming 5.4%

an-year (y-0-y) growth in Q1. The expected 7% reboundin the

d half could be missed given that credit flows to the economy —

ially consumer loans — have slowed sharply; consumption by

e-income b holds inurban India insweak and a delayed
pwing could hirt the rural recovery. Also, towhat extent govern-
spending will pickup is not clear as tax collections are slowing.
otherwise, the fiscal impulse in the FY25 Budget was not very

g to begin with. The fact Is that private consumption, which is

of the GDP, continues to be sluggish having risen b‘! 6%y o-yin

r icbase of 2.6%. Whilel jon may be
rason for the subdued spending, it is a fact that not enough jobs
ring created because cos rfaniuu are not adding capacity in the
ce of vl.tihliltynn deman

wever, th

Jindicating it iswilling toallow growth mataydnwv.-rfm lnn;zrand

FTER CHANGING ITS
stance in October from
withdrawal of accommo-
dation to neutral, the
Reserve Bank of india
{RBI) has followed it upwith a 50-basis
point (bps) reduction In the cash
reserve ratio (CRR). This is 2 puslht.‘ive

farmers and i
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® FARMERS' WELFARE
Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouha

We believe in increasing income. | will util
all my strength and ap:bihlutn serve o

thy

ri

© TEMPERED GROWTH
[T IS LIKELY GROWTH WILL SETTLE AROUND 6.5%, WHICH IS BELOW POTENTIAL & THUS CALLS FOR LOWER RATI

Room for a shallow rate cut

B PRASANNA
SAMEER NARANG

RAeapectively head tmasury and bead
econames ressarch grou, I Bank

step given liquidity i

s¢en a substantial change from large
surplus a few months back to a deficit
now. The repo rate was unchanged in
this policy as expected by most of us in
the market, but the governor has
attempted to provide as much forward
guidance as he could have given the
current macro balance. In the October
policy, growth and inflation were
stated to be*well polsed”, which has
now changed to an emphasis on

balanc

r L g L
25 has been raised to 4.8% from 4.5% earlier — thanks to sticky
nflation. At the same time, the 4% inflation projection for the June
quarter suggests arepo rnl:c cut is poui.hlc in February. There is
y much yof the
ml&ning furt.hzrlfﬂrdnllarbemmns smmge:mcel]mfrum;a
1ifwe see sales of equl for

ortfolio imsmrs pick up pace,

at is possibly why the REI has chosen to cut the cash reserve ratio
by 50 basis points to 4%. The £1.2 lakh crore of funds thatwill be
up will come in handy as liquidity becomes tight in the cnmi.ng

hs on thee back of 1 the REI's {orex | and
sighcaﬁindrw]atm 'rhe hnghaoeilmpformtm rm;m Fur
urrency Non-Ri

Aepshalts bargving the tates Bain g ffered ___. .b!wm

it cap. thzless, more liquidity should help keep interest rates
shorterend of the curve in check although yields on the benchmark
up by 6 basis pointson F

wever, it's possible nlepaa-t rates might have peaked for now, It

“ between infiation
and gtomh What does thls mean?
The REIl has had to revise i th

Last few monthy has been higher than
the RBI's prejections and led by higher
food inflation. The Last inflation read

ingat 6,2% hasdriven the RBI to revise
its 3 inflation estimate to 5.7% from
4.8% carlier, and even the Q4 projec-
tion has been revised higher to 4.5%
from 4.2%. The H1FY2026 inflation
estimate also has been revised higher
10 4.3% from 4.0% earlier. But thecur

rent Inflation rajectory seems much

$14 billion between October and
The RBI hasbeen providing

doll reserves, which implies

itis the repe rate which matters |
housing and micro, small and e
enterprise loans are finked to
external benchmark which in |
canes Is the repo rate. The gover
statements are far mose supporti
growth now The current inflatlor
is far more achievahle
rcplm real rates of 2% during |
ary-September even after upward
shons.An against this, the KB gn
projection seems to be on the hi
side g muitiple headw

an pquivalent drain on liquidity. Hence,
the timing of injecting durable liquid-
ity lswery Imlpunnnlglunl}uwwul.d
e demand for currency in the March
quarter upwards of ¥ 1 lakh crore and
thus lead to tight liquidity conditions
when the stince ls neutral,

1s this injection ensugh? The REE

projections lower over the course of
the last few policies, The trend of
downward revision of growth started
inAugustwhen Q1 growth was revised
lower to 7.1% and sctual outcome was
£.7%. In Octobar, Q2 growth prajec

tionwas revised down to 70 as against
an actual outcome of anly 5.4%. Even
in December, Q2 growth has been
revised to 6 8% as againet 7.4 ear

lier. While downward revision is much

more hirvable nd may have to do mone on
bears the ibili the liquidity front since
downwird bias as malu While m“m"& it "ng“:l:; on a very
the recent decline in veg growth inflation  Lurge short position in
etable prices and lower  backdrop calls fora  forwards and futures to
global commodity aad  rate cut in February, thetuneof §49 billion
energy prices although extemnal fact as of end-October. This
there may not Iw pass implies the liquidity
through b canturn 88 backdrop Is not very

The governor alo seen in the last favourable unless for-
spoke on the timing of fow months elgn inflows restart and
policy actione. It in in this sustain, Hones, we do
f.lghl that one should see T — expect the RBI to inject

| fiors CRR cut that dd i durabie | next year, either

higher now and ic activity is
picking up as seen in a rumberof high
froquency Indicators, we expoct
growth to sttle below potential at
amund 6.5% in H2 as against the Kil's

projection of 7%,
The RBI povernor emphasised
yof aflexible

urs thiat the ¢ I wille resort to infusing more
lity into the systemto keep rates in check ratherthan mttlnglhc
¢ rate. This means lending rates linked to the external bench-
s will not come down just yet, though the rates based on the cost
might. With the bulk of the loan book linked to the external
k?nnﬂlng rate, however, there's no relief for borrowers just
s such, it's hard to see credit growth picking up too much from
rrent levels of a little over 1190, Also, there is a need foradequate
ole lguidity in the system to keep money easier, and ensure
th transmission of any rate cuts in the future.

outh Korea's tribulation
amid regional flux

(CEMBER 3, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol surprised the nation by
ing martiol law. The aanouncement sent shock waves scross the globe as
ne troops mhemdﬂleprennlu of the Natianal Assembly. Although South
has ah s

- thin was the first time it Iudhtndednladnl'mthe 1981 revislon of the
alA iy A h : th

t tha martial law, forcing the President 1o Iift it
» palitical drama is over, but rumours about uu p(sidﬂlt 3 mmwt‘af-!d
n are rife. Th but It has

inflation targeting framewaork, imply-

ing that when Inflation |s above the
upper tolerance band it is difficult for
the central bank to ease polley rates. In
fact, actual inflation cutcome in the

i:l .16 1akh crore of duuhie Xiquiﬂty.

muully aver the Ialtirw rn-unll\s M
{nnna

¥
via FX mpﬁ or open-market opera-
tions.

This should ensure liquidity in
mrd| I8 nex as tight as it would have

tywas In surplun of 2,7 lakh crore and
4.9 lakh crore which at

ise, and thus is positive for

present stand at a surplus of only
atound 500 billion each, During this
m:mnlng p«rlnd there has been a

for-
eign voutflows. India has seen foreign
partfalio investment (FP1) outflows of

le rates to that extent given
Ih:n cmilt off- tahe |-I also weak. In
collec-
tions, money market rates should he
elevated forwhich the RB] would have
to inject liquidity via term and
overnight repos. But for the econamy,

No surprises

_ﬂ e —

weaker global growth, kigher US 1
et rates, weaker emerging ma
(EM) currencies, subdued u
demand, ind moderating
growth, Hence, it is likely growt}
seitie around 6.5%, which is sliy
below potential and thus call
lpwer Interest rates 1o spport gn
when real rates are elevated.
‘While the domestic growth i
tion backdrop calls fora rate cut in
mary, external factors can
adverse as seen In the last few mo
ﬂwnUSﬂdmhawsnmupfmr
in incoming President Trump's
cins of higher tariffs, lower taxes
higher fiscal deficits. Dallar
emerged stronger and FPI outd
been seen amajority of
The US Federal Open Market Com
tee is expected to change Its rat
trajectory in the December dot
with several Fed members inclu
the chalr spoaking aboat It Rut g
India’s growth inflation dynamic
ma nlgzih]e current aceount di
(less than 1% of GDP), there is 1
for a shallow rate cut cycle stai
February. A number of global ce
banks have been front-loading
cuts and the RBI ls walting for the.
time to do the same. We beliew
window opens up in February |
shallow cycle {50 bps) to begin.

A rate cut is in the offing in the February
2025 meeting if CPI prints move in sync

THE MONETARY POLICY
(MPO) pmnlunn.-mnmngrur F\'zsbnm

s witha
qnmand&umaﬂummﬂm
wis 2 shift in the voting pattern to 42 on
the fiormer, with one additional external

member opting f

with the MPC's estimates
FY215 dto4, while ion demand, particulasly in  geredmanner, restoring e to 4% 0f
the pm|¢t1!nnl for Q4 FY25 and Q1 urban areas, This would automatically by end-December. This would boos
mshmmramwsagumm boost GDF growth prospects, and could mulﬂmmuwwm
A5%and 4. i vich i IR

the average umber for FY25 to 4 8%,
up from 4.5% in the previous meeting.
Thereaftes, inflatlon bs expected toease

amid the tepld and uncertaln outiook
for external demand,
Weexpect the CPlinflation to moder

signals the REI's readiness to mow

monetary easing cycle Inthe nearte
Thee CRIR cust would provide a cus

uilding fora whils. Siace haassumed office in 2013, the Prosidentand the F i 10456 in Q2 FY 26, whichwilloffarmuch  ata to 5.5% in Novernber znmlummr agalnst any potantial stess tn rly“
tis ina political battle that b usexpected, e sharp undersh relief. We broadly concurwith the com- to=5% in i
nits such as a doctors' protest ud the ltaewon lnal: r:ruih However, the ing in the Q2 FY25 GDP growth prints, mittee’s revised growth and inflation uliﬂg faod Inflation prints. Whll! no Ial mn:l'lmand increase in CIC, .\|
cratic inth y elections The tone of the policy document as  projections for H FY25. Gorg a frictional factors such as tax out
A mlirl'lrytnlhv Nathonal Assermbly, This rnamrll posaible for the oppo well ai the Reserve Bank of India (RRI) Owarall wi bellive the MPCy decizion will towardi the month-end. With the
to confront the President directly in the Assembly, The opposition hay Rovernor i this june- we will have suffident reverting to 446 of NDTL by this m
edly tried 1y the President on iold i One sensitive insue with the unfavourable trendy in the  ture and agree with s ﬁ-cm I y high-frequency data torea end — the prevalent atebefore the
15 resident ions against the first recentconsumer price index (CPl)infla-  assessment that strong :u‘ sonably assess the growth  of the recent tightening cycle — s
Lady. Thznupmilimhumnmpmd to move a hil thrice tion and GDP growth numbers compli foundathons for  high ferQ3FY15 quent liquidity management is |ik
mhmenwheﬂwﬁnthdruﬂﬂdlﬂ! President subse- cating the situation. This raim the  growth can be secured MWM Overall, we believe  chieflybe thmugh variable rate rep
quently vetoed, b b his fi lon. The lssue e of the oaly with durable price stress to systemic there is a high chanceofa  varlable rateroverse repo auctions.
has imp d his as the by mmhmﬂu.unutlumw‘c stabillity. Sustained high " rate cut in Y, if ‘ i the RELE £
A stalled. 1t has also craated fisurad} the early Fehruary 2025, food ~Inflition has  lQuidity there are - interestrate on Forelyn Cun
ru]qu( p\\rtr chief and the I'mudmt As was largely expocted, the commit adversely impacted the from continued prises on the next couple  Kon-Renident Bank deposits to at
party the tee cut back the GDP growth projections budgets of low-income capital outfiows dinﬂn:bnmdmglbw KRI deposit inflows, although
President mvmnru.\l lmnlmwlynptlm 1o wave hin fior FY25 quite sharply to 6.6% from 7.2% eI ever, i there | 2P f the bank: if b
idency and ct the first bady, His decision back- earfies, in comfort around the CP1 This provide: a positive signal ami
RSHY mmmng llr:::lymdhum Itnelf from him and the (2 FY 15 GOP print whngm the ||;e1rd¢mmdlhtm ticket itoms, indud- inflation trajectory, the rate cut could  continued I-‘I'loummnl?nd the s
support calls Wid:liu g party forecast. While the policy d anddis- junt as gasily be pushed forward to the  fall in India's foreign exchange res
NT Ingat supy the i litical strife will highlighted that the nul]nut Is umaqmnnwmmmmlkusd April 2025 meeting. over the last several weeks.
escent, Stuges  Hiely end mwr.mahngmnavmsthc it easy. y by F The durable liquidity surplus in the The C-secyledds did not react mu
wgn #iokey, ORF  Buteven after Yoon's removal, the political dissension jections for 3 and Q4 FY25by60and  as the available d non- halvedto  today's outcomes as there we
between the opposition. lndlhu ruling party is expected and for any surprises, Looking ahead, the do

tinue in other ways, which will have implications on the country's domes-
aility and also cast Ity shadow over foreign pelicy.

ith Korea plays a cructal tole in the stability and security of the Indo-Pacific,
wuting to the efforts of like-minded countries like India, Australia, [apan, the
)Ins,an!lm us l.numalme q!n,mﬁhﬂﬂquln n. These efforts have

s closer

Ve 3 common viskon and future for the Inds Pacific.Asa defence partner,
Korea has been emetging as a critical player in assisting ragional powers like
llund Tnddia in modemising and mhmcln;:hw nnenau.‘l'l?ll wasevident

Q1 FY26 by 40 bps. The MPC also bssued
afresh forecst for Q2 FY26,a0 7. 3%, 0n

the low base of Q2 FY 25,
Contrasti jectbons for the CPI
w’m fol-

durables and durnbles output from the
indexof | prods

1,9 lakh crare an November 15 (0.8%
; ok

While utmmim tiy the recov.

ey Y
kharif output and upbeat outlook for
ard the i) i

inflation were ra

P P tick in

wp growth In H2 FY25, a dip In food

liowing the higher- -than - i read
g foe October. The e adline number is
now geat 5.7%in Q3

inflation remaing key to reinvigorate

from 4.2 lakh crore on September 20

{+1.9% of NIVTL), amid sizeable foreign

portfolio investment (FI) outflows and

the increase in the currency in cl

tion (CIC) owing to seasonal factors
Following this, the IBI cut the cash

reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps, in a stag-

Palestinlans n the Gaza Strip. Earlier,
the United Nations had aiso said inthe
same manner that “ lsimportant to
call genocide as genacide”. Amnesty
International issued s statemant
saying: "This report shows that sreel

. = itmel ik

dak-9Vaja
?’f""‘““‘""“”"“"‘”“*“"“’.“:““i‘:‘“"‘m‘,,, THE EDITOR
Aiortsb I K d India that have Z i
o Pac Treading with caution position of Himachal Pradesh
han th Hence, thi k dithcal inatalll and Punjab snd !m-dl mmﬂuﬂy
|dnnesm Seoul, uwm gaged the Korean g i ards Apropos of "Back to a* without goil
AT (! ! leng This s not {FE, &» ber 7}, how the indian —Bal Govind, Nolda
.-- 7 I.tghtd'ﬂ- Iting domestic in north-east Asia, economy fares is directly linked with i
v g e traens ol af ol st dsmndipbisn ot Calling a spade a spade
mhhn:lwalllel. Japan and tlu- Us, Sdlmled inits oflhehpmw Prime takes care of its economic growth. So, Just last year South Africa Flld acae
by jposty pokit- Devendra Fadnavis has his task clearly against lsrae in th | Coure
tabsility ¥ iR sh ‘,' ity New Dethil, cutoutfot him. Since Mahayuti h-m ol Justice for “genocide against
Saoul's oth freebies. Fadna Palestinians. After a long probe,
ing the situation stabilises soon and Knrnnn m1mmbmlm will not anly have mfulﬁl.lllholo henﬂng all the parties and studying
butal that id and prooks, the court
r-authored with Abhishek Sharmao, heast Asia, ORF e learns from the poor financial sakd in its order that isresl had

has o

the Genocide Convention, with the
specific aim of destroying Palestinans
in Gaza,..These acts incuda killings,
causing senous physicsl or mental
harm and deliberately imposing such

tic CP1 inflation prints and their imy
thans for the MPC's rate decisions
cues suchas the quantumof
malled by the US Federal Revers
125 and news on tariffs im| b
U5 on varou countrios including |
would influence the direction of y
and the steepness of the curve.

fving conditions on Palestinians in
Caza that lead to thedr physical
destruction. Month after month, i
lhas treated Palestinian: in Gaza a
sibhuman group unwerthy of hur
rights and digr darmonstrating
intent to damy them,
However, any punitive sction will
Ibe taken against Israel s long as #
the support of the White House
~lang Bahadur Singh, amshedpl
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RBI's balanced approach to manage growth, inflation

A-\II[\ST recessionary trends
in the economy and persise
tently high vetail inflation rates,
fisclled by food peices, the Re-
serve Bank of India has acted
prucently and avoided “any knee-
Jerk reactions.” in the words of s
Gowvernor Shaktikama s The
central bank's Monetary Policy
Committer (MPC) hay decided
o keep key benchmark inter-
st rates unchanged. In doing so,
e RBI has not heeded calls for
Repe rate cut from public as well
as ey figures in the government.
There have been calls from Chiel
Economic Adviser ¥V Anantha
Nageswaran, Commerce Minds-
ter Piyush Goyal and the Finance
Minister herself, Nirmala Sithara-
man  for reducing  boreowing
burden for businesses. The CEA
even demanded that food ltems

Hans India

(> LETTERS

Recall supreme sacrifices

ofarmed forces
HE Armed Forces Flag Day is an annual event orgin-
Ised o 07 December in India bo hinour the brave uni.
form soldiers, veterans, and paying homage o martyrs of
the Indian Armed Forces. It Is o day of gratitude, respect,
andd support for the armed forees personned who selllessly
1 the mation rownd th Tnitiated in 1949, it
i cebebrated nationwide with activities that foster a sense
of unity, patriotism and gratitude towards soldiers by col-
lecting comtribution s by selling small flags, stickers, and to-
kens. It will akso bridge the gap between civilian population
and defence forces, who work tirelessly to keep the nation
secure and prosperous,  Flag Day brings w the forefmont
our commbment of looking alter our war disabled soldiers,
brave wimen and families of martyrs who have sacrificed
thieir lives for the country. War ks not just a shower of bul-
lets and bambs from both shdes but alvo a shower of blood
and bones an both sidies. Lets salute those sokdiens becanse
of whom Indian population are breathing fresh ale and

ful Tivi

iy f.‘::r v Burra Mdhuesidan Reddy, Karimnogar

i i that the indlatkon forecast
has just been revised upward 1o
A% far this fiscal with the likeli-
hoosd of 4% In the secand quarter
ol FY26,

The RBI's downward revision
of its GDP forecant by 60 baxls
points 10 6.6% poins o head-
winds for the economy in the sec-
omd half, As Dias said, o growih
slovedown = IF it lngers beyond a
point - may need palicy suppaort.
Add to the government measures,
o heulthy rise in agricultural out-
put should ease inflation, fackli-
tating a rate cut in February.

In all, the central bank has
taken a decision in the long-term
interests of the country, even as
it tweaked CRR 10 address the
shurt term lguiclity mismatch, It
Is heartening that the RBI s alive
e the challenges.

be taken off retail inflation basker,
contending that monetary policy
does not impinge on them. How-
wver. the central bank feels oth.
erwise, It acted strictly as per
legal manclare, sadd Das on Fri

The repo rate b retalied ot
65% for the 10th consecutive
time since February 223, Repo
is the rate at which commercial
banks bosrow money from the
central bank

A lower repo rate brings down
the vost of borrowing for them,
thereby Inducing them to lend
more, Though lower rate trig-
et more spending, and greater
econombe activity for businesses,
It ¢an potentially exacerbate in-
Mationary pressures. A high in-
Hation will eat imo purehasing
power of consumers, slow
spending on non-essential goods,

This wide gap has been seen o be
cansing asset-liabillty mismatch
at the banks end,

The B will now wait for the
high food prices to cool before
deciding on any rate cut In the
future at its mext MPC mecting in
February, The inflation surged 10
a 14-manth high of 6.21% in -
talier as against the RBIS upper
tolerance band of &%,

The (32 GDP figures chivw tha
duggishness ks plaguing manu-
Bacturing and mining  sectons.
With the wrban demand stag-
nating, the rural demand Is not
simply enough o offsct the im-
balance. Unless, the government
takes remedinl measures, analysts
fear the economy coulid be head-
It For a cyclical slowdown, High
Inllation will deter inve stments by
Industrialists and investors. Beep

which could in twirn drag down
weonomy growth, Central banks
will tend 1o ralse rates to rein in
Inflation, which can further de-
press consumer spending. while
making borrowing more expen-
sive for both businesses and in-
dividhwals, This factor seems 1o
welgh on the RE] MPC.

However, taking cognisance of
the liguidity tightening in the sys-
tem, the cash reserve ratio (CRR)
« the percentage of cash required
to be kept in reserves as against
the bank's total deposits - has
been cut by 50 basis points to 4%,
This may inject Rs 1,16 lakh crore
ligqubdity into the financial system.
Why s there liquidiny tightening
in the financial system, ane may
wonder, In the quarter ended
June 2024, bank deposits grew at
11,7 %, credit expanded by 15%.

US rejects Amnesty

report on Israel’s
genocide in Gaza

Amnesty International found through its resosech and legal
analysis” suficient basis to conclude that ksrael committed,
durin g the nine-month period under review, probibited acts
under Articles B {a), (4, and () of the Genocide Conveniion,

and

namely kifing,

deiberatly Infhctingon Palestians i Gazaconditonsof

s bl

Tocaed

b L

MOAMITH

A US. Sute Department
spokesperson tobd report-
ers on Thurday that the
United  States  disagroes
with  Anmnesty  Interna-
thonals pew report accus
Ing lsrael of carrying out
genocide b the Gaza Strip,

“We dissgree with the
:um.luléma of such a re

" erson Ved-
nn1 i'm said a day after
the human rights group re-
leased the uhwr:‘umn:. “We
have said ously and
continue low;:'il lll'Ii the
n]képtlma of genocide are
un

The Fsracki rment
has vehemently  rejecied
the I'lndLngl in I.hc report,

deplorable and
[nmllﬂl organization
Amnesty  International
has once again produced
a fabricated report that ks
entirely false and based on
les, The genochdal mas-
sacre on Octaber 7, 2023,
was carried out by the
Hamas terrorlst organkza-
tion against Isracli citivens,
Since then, Tsraell citizens
have been subjected o
daily atacks from seven
different fronts. Tsrael s
defending  lisell  against
these attacks acting fully in
accordance with interna.
thomal law” wrote the lirael
Foreign Minkstry in o post
onX,

In a statement, the Is-
racli branch of the organi-
wation —which reportedly
did not take part in the

funding, research, or writ-
ing of the report—said that
“ihe seale of the killing and

destruction carried out by
Isrsel in Gaza has reached
harrific proportions and
must be stopped lmmedi-
ately” per “The Times of Is-
rach. However, the groups
does not belleve the events
“mect the definivion of
penocide as strictly lakd
out in the Convention on
the Prevention and Pun-
khment of the Crime of
Genocide”

I the 2%6-page report
released  Wednesday—ti-
tled, “You Feel Like You
Are Subbuman®;  Leraels
Genoclde  Against  Pal-
estinlans in Gaza—Am-
nesty International found

basis to conclude that Is-
racl committed, during the
nine-month period under
review,  prohibited  acts
under Artickes 11 fa), (b)),
and (¢} of ithe Genocide
Convention, mamcly kill-
Ing, cansing serbous bod-
ily or mental harm, and
deliberately inflicting on
Palestinians In Gaza con-
ditions of life calculated o
bring about their physical
destroction in whole or in
part”

In order for a conflict
tis be considered genocide
under international law,
there must be both evi-
dence of specific criminal
acts—such as killing mem-
bers of a given group—a
well as “intent to destroy,
In whele or [ part, o na-
tional, ethnical, racial or
relighous group, as such.”

In is L Aminesty
International  conchided
that “these acts wen: com-
miftted with the specific in-
tent b destroy Palestinians
in Gaza” Intent also came
up during the State De
partment press conference
Thursday when journalist
Sald Arikat of the Palestin-
ian paper AlQuds asked
Patel & follow-up question
about the report.

“l know that genocide
deperds a great deal on
indent.,. And [ihe report]
bases its conclusions on
the statements, time and
time and thme again, by
Beraeli  commanders, by
Israeli officials) he sald.
“What is it golng to take
for you, for the United
States of America. Lo sy
what ks happening is geno-
clade?™  Patel responded,
“Thats an opinion. and
you're certalaly welcome
and you are entitled 1o it
as are all the organima:
tis.

Israel faces an ongoing
genocide case, led by South
Africa, at the Intermatlonal
Court of Justice and the
Intesnational — Criminal
Court recently issued ar-
rest warrants for lsrachi
Prime Minigter Benjamin
Netanyahia, former Tsracll
Defense  Mindster Yoy
Gallant, and Hamas leader
Mohammed Diab Ihrahim
Al-Masri,

Revanth carves out a
niche as CM of Telangana

wclng  several  chal-
Flcn[m from decp i
ancial crisis 1o severe
antempts to unsettle him
ned by his partymen bt by
the opposition BRS and BIY
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reshly has successfully com-
pleted @ ¢ i office.

His biggest achlevement
was that he had been able
to carry along all (he sen-
for leaders and many of
them who were CM aspir-
ants along with him. How
he managed it and what Is
the working understanding
within the party ks a differ-
ent story. Whatever it may
be, he has proved 1o be the
caplain of the ship and s
in full command. He also
does pot claim. that he has
achieved everything like his
predecessors, He gives due
credit to his Deputy CM and
other Ministers.

Though Revanth had no
administrative  experience,
e knew that he has a dif-
ficult path ahead and had
been working out his strate-
gles carefully and succeeded
in winning the people’s con-
fikence whe brought  the
party to power, He alw knew
that it would not be easy to
prove his mettle and that
the six guarantees that were
announced before elections
winitld pose a real challenge
fo him.

He started his journey ina
very aggressive manner and
brought out various alleged
scams like the phone tapping
issue, corruption in Kalesh-
waram  profect,  released
white paper on stales critical
financial situation and was
unsparing in his criticism of
the previous regime and the
BIP as well,

All his speeches whether
they be from any public
patform or in the Asscrnbly,
were full of caustic remarks
which made one fecl that
e was speaking more like a
PCC prestident than as a Ch.
But then he himsell said that
b had no option because he
had a formidable opposition
had poltisted the
wlun..ll language in last ten
vears. and they do not under-
stand soft words,

Maybe he b true 1o cer-
tain extent as the BRS lead-
ens themselves felt that Re-
vanths remarks were Indeed
very caustic and they started
talking abowl decency in
public  speaking  though
firom their side there is sl
no change in wsage of the
word s against Congress and
Revanth, Comparatively, the
sting in the BJi*s criticism ks
less,

Now that the honeymoon
period Is over, during past
15 days, there has been a
sudden change in Revanth

He knows that he has
many challenges 1o face
in the mext four years. He
must prove himsell in the
lecal body elections and the
GHMC polls and implement
aver 400 promises made as
part of six guaratees., He has
toned down his sharp eriti-
cism of the BRS and BIP and
is talking more sbout what
his government had achieved
and bs glving due credit 1o his
cabinet colleagues.

He also has been able w
shovcase his achievements
likce be inging Skill University,
laying foundation for fourth
iy, @ major  partnership
with Google to edablish In-
dias first Google Safety En-
glneering Centre (GSEC) In
Hyderahad and launching of
developmental works in Wa-
rangal so that it can become
second Hyderabad and most
importanily, he is highlight-
ing the need to protect Hy-
detabad from wirning into
another Delhi in 1erms of air
and water pollution.

This certainly ks very im-
portamt and one aspeet which
all had ignored, The BRS and
WP comtinue to oppose the
rejuvenation of Musi River
more for the sake of ap-
peaserment politics, Another
imporiant step Revanth had
faken was to hold talks with
the AIMIM leaders, adidress
their issuses and sanction
the developmental activitles
they wanted, Though the
BRS and BIP crganized some
Deekshat claiming that the
government had failed in
Implementing its promises,
Bt adied et have any binpact.

The main opposition in
Andhra Pradesh is also fol-
lowing the BRS style, Nei-
ther KCR has attended the
Assembly as leader of op-
position nor did Tagan and
his team of ten had pone to
Assembly. Now Jagan also
wants to hold mectings in
districts with the slogan al-
lance povernment has failed
just like BRS, He suill feels
glving cash doles 10 women
would ke wonders. I the
moad of the people of AP
any indication, the opposi-
thon YSRCP s bn for disap-
pointment,

|I'|lEI'l‘$IIIIE|'|n'. thi one year

Revanth  Gewernment
\.ﬁlﬂllﬂ} has something the
ALCC particularly the beader
of oppowsition Ralul Gan-
dhi o should think about,
Revanth knows that polities
is dynamic, He ks adapting
himself to the changing sim-
athon

But  wnforfunately, — in
Delhi we are sceing that the
Congress i not able 1o come
out of s mould which has
net only Gailed to gel voles
but is also resulting in al-
lance partvers distancing
themselves from the grand
obd party.

Rahul's refuses 1o come
out of two phobiaks, Adani
and Constiution, He refuses
o ralie ih, ue of Samb-
hal violence in Parllament
but enacts drama by want-

Though Revanth had no
administrative experience, he
knew that he had a difficult path
ahead and had been working
out his strategies carefully
and succeeded in winning the
people’s confidence who brought
the party to power. He also knew
that it would not be easy to
prove his mettle and that the six
guarantees that were announced
before elections would pose a
real challenge to him

jwadl Party who criticised
the Lol for not speaking
in Parliament and tear into
the Government. Rahul was
seen holding the copy of the
Constitution when he was
stopped st the borders and
said it was his Constitutional
right to go 1 Sambhal. The
unforfunate aspect Is every-
one speaks of Constitutional
rights, but no one refers 1o
the  Consthiutional  dutles
which are mentioned in it
1 wonder if anyone of them
even knows the Intricacles of
the Constitation,

All the so-called big bead-
ers whether it be Rahul
Gandhi or the top Feaders
of Congress or other parties
including the AAP which
ks In power in Delld I8 not
bathered an ow to alter the
dangerous pollution levels
of Alr and Water in Lutyens
Delhi which was once con-
sidered to be the best green
and maat Hvable city,

Unfortunately. the paliti-
cal myopls of the leaders of
all partics and BIP s no ex-
ceplion has bed to conven-
ing Delhi into a clty where
people dresd o live, In fact,
recently one of the NRIs
who wanted w0 go there for
halidays to meet his par-
ents commented, “1 grow up
there but 1 am scared to go
o Delhi | have a small kid
and T can't take the risk of

The question is, does not
Constitution guarantee
healthy Life? Then why is it
that all the law makers, the
MPs, the Ministers and the
bureancracy do not discuss
this as the most linporiant
Bsue. Why does the INDIA
bloc not question the Gov-
ernment about it? Why do
they not stall the house on
this issve. Is Adani more
kinportant o the lives of
the peaple of Delhi and the
brand Image of natienal
capital?

Why s the Congress
nit bothered about grow-
ing cybercrime and  drug
menace? These days anyone
who has a mobile 1s getting
not only frand calls, but
the true caller shows some
calls as “Super Frand” We
have seen how digital ar-
rests had played havoc with
some people. Why no law
maker speaks about such is-
sues, Why is it that they do
not see the initiatives tken
by small groups of freophe
kn states like Maharashira,
Madhya Pradesh, [harkhand
ete where parched lands had
turned green, and villages
hadd become prosperos.

Certainly,  such  ksues
sometimes makes the com-
mon think seriondy about
the need for One Natlon,
One Election o that the
political parties can foecus

(@

What does explain our mediocrity?

APRUPL‘}S “Are we a nation of under achievers. The
whsesshon with the past i nothing but an attempt 1o
bask in the reflectesd glory of our ancestars who made huge
contribution in all fields. 1s there a single achievement
of which we can be proud of in the last few centurles? A
bronze medal in the Cym pics can have us screaming from
the rooftops. This only goes 1o show our lack of glory in
the sports disciplines. Maybe we have had a fow artistes
and painters of note, but in the madness of religion have
persecuted them, In the olden days, kings would patronise
painters and sculptors so they could concentrate on thelr
art without bothering too much about their daily needs
“This is no longer the case. While the world of science s
exploding with new ideas and theories, our antitde is “we
have everything we need in cur ancient texts” Indians whe
live in the West perform better. Is there something in the
air which produces nothing but mediocriny mostly?
Anthony Henrigues, Mumbal

e

€A re we under achbevers?’ No, not ot all. There are ex-
ellent educational nstitutlons across our country.
‘The meritorbous students have boen proving thelr excel-
lence. Unfortunately our country has the highest number
of illierates. Many youth are yet to enter their
carcer path, All their parents brrespective of thelr camings
provide conskstent support for the best possible education.
Ohur Prime Minister often focusses on ‘VIESIT BHARAT
@ 2047 T request his kindness to rename it as * VIKSIT
BHARAT FROM 2024- He and all Chief Minisiers are
requessed 1o Aill up all pending vacancles, Similasly there
are several pending projects, Completing them will create

many jobs.
G Murall Mian Bao, Secunderabacd

T

HE article raises o crucial question that warrants intro-
spection and discussion among citizens, policymakers,
and educators, 1t rightly :rzlnh out that desplte having a
large pool of talented Individuals, we often fall to trans-
Late this takent into tangibde achievements. One of the pri-
mary reasons for this underachiovement is our education
system. which often focuses on rote learning rather than
encounaging critical thinking and Inmovation. Momover,
lack of adequate and opp
tics in many parts of the country hinders :hc growth and
development of our youth, However, it's nod all doom and
gloom, To unlock sur true potential, we need 1o work col-
lectively to address the systemic ksises that hold us back,
This includes reforming our education system, investing
in infrastructure and resources, and creating opportinitics
for our youth 1o grow and develop,
Raju Kolliru, Kakinada

India's stature soars in space sector

SO successfully lunched ESA% Proba-3 mision from

Sriharikota, marking a major collsboration. ‘The two-
satellite systemn will study the Sun’s corona from a highly
elliptical orbit, enabling advanced solar observation and
cruclal space weather rescarch. Notably this is the first time
ESA (European Space Agency) has partnered with 13RC for
a satellite launch in 23 years after launch of Frobalin 2001.

India’s Tbution fo this ambit HRT
its rising stature os a global leader in space explosation, The
Joknt ts between ESA and TSRO not only promise o

unlock new discoverles about the sun bui also refnforce the
importance of global partnerships in pushing the bounda-
ries of human knowledge. The Proba 3 is a technological
marvel. s successfial bench highlights India’s growing rep-
utation as a reliable partner for cutting edge Space mission.

P Victor Sefarn), Tirunebieli

thehansreader@gmail.com
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JIS) to counter Congress with

huge convention in Mandya

MANDYA: Following Congness’ massive convention in
Hassan, the home district of former Prime Minister HD
Deve Gowda, where the party demonsirated it political
strength, the farata Dal (Secudar) (1D(S)) I8 planning o
stage a counter-offensive. The JINS), which woke up to the
Congress” display of power, Is now gearing up 1o arganise a
massive convention in Mandya on December 15, cofncid-
ing with the felicitation program for Unlon Minister HD
Kumaraswarny. December 16 marks the birthday of Unlon
Minlster HD Kumaraswany, and the [INS) plans to capi-
talize on this nocasion by holding the ficitation event at
Sir M.V Stadiuim In Mandya, Party beaders are alming for
o turnou of over one bikh workers ot the evenl. Sources
close to the JDNS) sugpest that this large-scabe pathering is
almed at boosting the marale of workens, particulaly afier
the party’s defeat in Channapatna, The comvention is also
expected to include BIP leadiers and workens, signaling the
JD(S)Y's dntention o solidify s position in the Old Mysore
i d maintain s domi it the anea.

through bs research and (Ieitfed wwwiconintan- Reddy's speeches, his siyleof  Ing to go there. This aititude  exposing him io the ulallgﬂ— miore on developiment than w b,
legal  analysis “sufficient atreamisong) public sddress and the lan-  of Congress had angered  ous levels of poll) he  on winni ions and in- " h. mi
guAge. the alliance partner Sama-  said, dulging in theatrics. = el
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Goa can't afford to
ignore the vexed
stray dog issue

n recent years, cases of stray dogs attacking visitors and tour-

Ists along the beach belts have surfaced with several questions

being raised on the safety of those frequenting the beaches on

one side and ways to address the issue on the other. In the past

week alone, three senlor citizens, including two forelgners, were
attacked along the beaches of South Goa, according to a press release
by Drishti Marine, In another case, a Karnataka tourist was attacked
by three dogs while he was entering a shack,

The problem of stray dog atlacks is not new, having intensified
since the pandemic began, The reasons for dog attacks have been
long identified. One of the primary reasans cited for dogs turning vi-
clent or aggressive is due to lack of food. Very often, stray dogs roam
along roads and beach stretches, uninitiated by human presence, in
search of food, While much has been spoken of the effect of these at-
tacks on tourism and tourists visiting popular beaches, not much has
been done to address the rool cause of the issue.

There is no denying that such Incidents not only endanger public
safety but could have serious implications on the tourism economy
and its reputation as a welcoming destination for global travellers,
People have witnessed some of the most vicious attacks that have left
tourists mauled and bleeding with multiple bites, Interestingly, the
issue figured prominently in the Legislative Assembly with local rep-

resentatives seeking help from the govemn-

mm::fm x ment to remedy the situation, In turn, the
government had assured (o explore solu-
:b%m:t:mu tions after consultations with stakehold-
by implementing ers and local bodies,
proactive animal welfare While the government has recently initi-
programmes alongside ated a dog census to take stock of the fero-
community safety clous dogs or forelgn breeds in the State
initiatives against the backdrop of a series of lethal

attacks by Rottweilers and Pitbull breeds,

very little has been done (o address the is-
sue of stray dogs, In fact, a solution to the stray dog issue should have
been the priority because it is a more pressing issue, We can under-
atand that the government alone may be unable (o address this prob-
lem, but then, somewhere it has to be initiated. A concerted effort
Involving local authorities, animal welfare organisations, and com-
munities is essential, Instead, we often witness sporadic initiatives
that lack the necessary resources or lollow-through.

We must understand it is not only about stray dogs; it 1s an Inter-
twined issue involving environmental responsibility and animal wel-
fare, We cannot ignore the well-being of these strays—many of whom
are homeless, suffering and have nothing to feed on. Solutions must
take a humane approach that benefits both humans and animals,
Gover and stakeholders can work collaboratively to create
safe environments by implementing proactive animal welfare pro-
grammes alongside community safely initintives,

The recent incidents of stray dog attacks in coastal Goa are a grim
reminder that we cannot ignore the lssue, The longer we wait to ad-
dress this issue, the more we will prolong the agony, It is evident that
discussions and consultations, while necessary, are insufficient on
thelr own, The local government must prioritize this emerging crisis,
develop a comprehensive strategy, and invest in its implementation,
Pending any substantial progress, we risk conditioning both residents
and tourists to visit our famed beaches through a cloud of fear—a dire
outcome for a state renowned for its warmth and hospitality,

OPEN SPACE »» Il

Tackling stray dog menace
on Goan beaches

i news report "Stray dog menasce continues o plague south Goa beaches”
I (TGE, Dec 6) mcdequately testifies o the fct that story dogs ane once sgin on
the prowl an Goa beaches, Only list woek, thres sendor citioens, Including
two forelgn natlonals, were badly bliten on Mobor bench by n pack of strvy dogs.
Eueller, thene was the cose of two forelgn tourists, s French woman and a Rus-
slan woman, who were aitacked by a pack of 10-12 dogs on Benaulim besch
while walking and cyellng, All this goes o prove that the Goa gevermment has
fadbed misernbly to make our beaches safe and free of siray dogs. What mem-
orbes will the forelgners take back when they retum fo thelr country In such o
Irightiul seenarlo?
1 wonder what has happened to the sardler pluns 1o provide dog shelters an the
benches o feed and howse the siray degs. Or hss the experbment e dus o
lack of support from NGO, dog lovers, and the Ankmal Welfsre Board? 1t s time
to get our priorities dght and take urgent steps to rectily the situation before
mare people mre bitten, and Gon's mige a5 o safe tourkst destination hecomes
lurther tarnished,

AF NAZARETH, Ao Parvoiim

Saturday December 7, 2024

Can we convert crisis into opportunity?

India has a robust and vibrant democracy. We don’t have to be
defensive about our governance challenges

¥The authar is
the lawnder of Lok
Sitta moviment
and Foundatlon
far Demacratic
Refarms

DR JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

he charges levelled against the
Adanl group of Companles by the
US federal prosecutors and the Se-
curity Exchange Commbsslon pose o for-
midable challenge to the Indian estab.
Hghyrsemt, India’s lurge eorpormte groups

Ambanl, Adani and Tata — are our
national champlons, ertleal lor India's
growih ambitons over the nest thoee
decades, India needs o massie in[:'u
structire push, and these three
wlone have committed over Sa50 IIlrln
Irvestment In the coming yers,

The lcense-permit-quota ) Instl-
tutionadised until 1991 Ted n system of
misslwe corruption and rent seeking, In
the post-igge era, with economic liber-
alisatlon, competition among producens
und cholce for consumens became the
norm, However, the Indian atate filed o
dismanthe the political sconomy of rent
sewking, Corruption is fuelled by greed
for personnl galn through sbuse of pow
1. The vast, unaccountable buremucracy
usal the political vulnerability to extorl
money from businesses, as well as hap-
luns eltizens,

Payment of bills due to o supplier,
power purchise mgreements and cons
tracts even after competitive bidding,
ullocation of nitural resources like lind
and mines, the myriad of regulatory pow-
s, routine service delivery o which cli-
leen are entitled, release of subsidies,
registration of propesty transfer, (ax ws-
sessments and many other business gov-
ernment and citizen-govermment interac
tens wre mediated by corruption.

Surveys Indicate that aver hall of the
hoasseholds of Indla are lorced 1o pay o
bribe for some service or other in a given
reu:. Corrupt politicians and extortionary

ureaucracy ane ln cahoots in this system
af rent seeking.

Many politichiens and civil servants an
personally honest and Incorruptible, But
politiclans preside over an electorl sys-
temn that incrensingly depends on vast,
unneeonntiod, Heglimate expendiiume
for vater inducements, and even honest
politiclans are victimy of this systemic
Imperative, I honest civil servants e
sist corruption foo aggressively, they am
gulekly sidelined, or are neutralised by
thelr peers and lower buseaucracy,

Gilven this background, our political
systiem now has o confront the challeng:
posed by the Adani indictment. The esar-

Her sochulist ern breel n culiune of villh-
cation of entreprensurship and wealth
cromthon. IFwe destroy the few Industri-
al houses who are more often victims
of extortion than villaing, we will do
Irreparable harm o our growth E:u-
pects. But i we continue with o
ness-us-usual approach, there could be
real hanm to growth prospects,

The central question ks, can we con
wurt the erisks Into an opportenity and
pavet the way for probity in public 1ife,
genuine compaotition and ethical corpo-
Tt governance, and transformation of
our political cultune?

The Adani erisis exposes some of
our vulnerabilities, Already the nega-
e fallout of this case bs apparent, The
Adanis had o suspend bond sales of
itoo million, TotulEnerghes, o French
multinational energy company, has
anmounced (reese an fusther fnvest
ment in energy sector in India, Kenya
rvoked the projects worth about $2.6
billion for redevelopment of Nalro-
bi airport and upgradation of power
lines undertaken by the Adanis, Two
global rating agencies  downgraded
the Adanls’ credit rating. Clearly India
shoubd met declsively 1o end the polit-
cal economy of coruption and swend a
stromyg skl to the country and global
community,

Incla his o robust and vibrant de-
mocracy, We are proud of our political
freedoms, ferce electoral competition,
fuir regular, and periodic elections,
peacelul transfer of power, genulne
federalism, Indu;mnd.ml fudiciary and

mid-nineteenth  century,  Gladston
and other beaders understood the po-
litieal malakse and redormed the British
wystem by the end of 1gth century, The
US had Tammany Hall politics In New
York, machine politles in mamy stites
and clentelism, and Jim Crow laws of
segregution well into the twentieth con-
tury, The US establishment confronted
these challenges and systematically
reformued thalr party system, elections
and segregation practices over dec-
ucdbes. Now the time has come for Endla
b reeforen s polltics and rube of Taw,

Two years ago In these columns (Oc-
tober 23, 2023) | ralved 0 provocative
question - can 1gth century politfcs and
215t century economy coexdst? We need
1o Investigate thee allegations of cornip-
tHomn energetically both by the CBI and
state anti-cormuption agencies.

SEBL must act speedily and firmly to
penalise the vielations of law includ-
ing disclosure norms, Let dug process
prevall kn o transparent and verifiable
manner, and let all recipients of bribes
b awarded exomplary punishments in
special eourts constituted for the pur-
nose,

The Purtlament, under Article 253,
should swiftly create sirong Lokmyuking
in states on par with the Lekpal, Lekpal
and Lokayuktss must be given the per-
sarmmel and resources, and CBEand Stape
anticorruption bureaus must be brought
unher them, This will sencd a strong sig-
nial ter the country and the warkd,

The Prime Mindster should take the
Initintive to generate a debate and

mary  other
and practices. We defied all prophets
af doom and preserved our likeny and
democracy,

Wi wlso have several enfinished
tuskes, Mass poverty, low chilzen aware-
nes, woik local governments, poor
bureaucratic accountability and fst-
past-the-post system make an explo:
slve comblnation. Wi don't hive to be
defensive about our governance chal-
lengus,

The UK hid terrible cormption and
wuctioning of publie offices in the

buibd a ¢ on electonl reforms
nisededd to ellminate thi need for unac
counted, Hlegitimate expenditure for
voter inclucements, There i many op-
Heids wit i coatislder, Bul only o steong
lender with incoeruptible personal im-
age M Narendra Modi can lead this
process,  Sustained, rapld economic
growth i well within our reach, But In-
i munt bring our polities and govern.
ance in alignment with our economic
asplrations, Indin swaits the second set
of relormms after 19g1,
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Tourism Dept should promote
anm instead of EDMs

Thits refiers to Adelmo Femandes’ letter
In et column ttled "Promote rock
concerts instead of EDMs® dated sth
December, §ully agree with the views
expressed on the tople, Today, even
seraller states (ke Meghalaya are invil:
Ing; legendary rock bands such as Europe
and Mr Big to pesform live in front of
packed audiences, Why can't Goa dothe
sami, especially when so many Goans
hrve growm wp listening to iconic rock
artists and bands ke Robbie Willliams,
Baoen Jowd, Pink Floyd, Guns N* Roses,
Scorplons, Metallica, Iron Malden, and
Judas Priest?

The anty bright spot this manth ks that
thie legendary Canadian rock star Bryan
Adams is set to delight Goan audiences
with his clagsic hits and his new album
S0 Happy i Hurts' ol the Bambolim Ath-
letle Stadium on 1pth December 2024
Considering the love Goans have for
Intermational musle, | belleve the Tour
Ism Department should focus on pro:
moting rock concerts by international
artlsts and bands, These events would
genuinely entertain both intemational
tourists and Goa's live music enthu.
siasts, Itwould bie far better than fully
supporting controversial, drug-fuelled
EDIM festivals, which malnby attract fake
music [overs and drug addicts from
neighbouring states,

JERRY FERNANDES, Salgon

Submarine-boat collision:
Some pertinent questions

Recently a tragle collislon betwean the
Indllan Mawy submarine INS Kamn] and
a fishing boat left two fishermen dead,
wihilbe 13 others survived, The crash
reportedly caused Rs 10 Crore wonh

of damage to the submarine, and the
fallout has ratsed some blg questions,

Was action against traffic cops justified?

I refer o your December 5 report about traffic police officers
belng transfemed and facing action after ssuing challans 1o
Influential toudsts in Anjuna, Politicians and influential individ:
wals should avold interering In minor tralfic violatlons, as such
interference can lead to aceidents and loss of life,

Towntsts and motorists with rentad or out-of-state vehlcles often
complaln about harssment by traffic police, tamishing Goa's
repautation, Meamwhile, serious isswes lke traffic congestion,
Ulegnl parking, and reckbess driving are frequently ignored, Same
belleve officens face pressune to mest fine targets, leading to
overzeatous enforcement. There are also allegations of officens
accepting bribes to let violators off witho ut oMficial challans,
reportedly demanding even mos money In some cases. R
ports suggest that the Anjuna incident may have imobved such
Brlbsery, prompling senbor authorltles to act. I true, this action |s
commendable and should deter othars, It appears the officens
did net reallse the tourdsts had influentlal connections and acted
as thiy allegedly do in similar coses. Acoount ability measwenes
Nk this are essential to maintaining tust in the taffic police,

JOSE MARIA MIRANDA via vl

The fishing vessel, which had a crew
of 13, collided about 7o nautical miles
northwest of Goa, near Matvan,

The familles of the bwo fishermen

who died blamed Navy's negligence,
and demanded compen sation for the
families of the deceased fishermen
and a governmaent job far a member of
thie family. Be that as i may, It s leamt
thiat an FIR has been registered and
thie Tandel (captain) of the fishing boat
wias booked In connection with the
duath of the twe fishermen, The gues
fion that arises is wivy did the Nawy

Hile an FIR agalnst the lshing boat's
captain? Only a thorough investigation
will throw light en the accldent. But
the Incldent mises some pertinent
questions,

Haww did the subsmarkne with all the
sophisticated modem technology not
detect the fishing boat on its radar? How
could a submarine, which s capable of

detecting a warship several miles away,
not prevent o collision with a fishing
boat? A submarine operates below water
level and cannot be seen an the surface
by the Ashing boats, The blg question s
hew can o collisksn with a mere fishing
boat cause s 10 crome worth of damage
to the submarine?

ADELMO FERNANDES, lrsi

Betterto be anant
&enjoy sugar

The BIP believes s allles should follow
Its leadd, Eknath Shinda wanted the Home
Ministers post, but the BIP did nat grant
Itto him, This seems ta have coused
some tension between the BIP and
Shinde, which Is mvident fram his body
language. In contrast, Ajlt Pawar appasars
content with the rles he has been given,
a reflected in his cheerful demeanour,
This situation shows it is often wiser to
be like an ant and enjoy the sugar, s
At Paiar has done, rather than take on
ey burdens ke an elephant breaking
waod,

SUDHIR KANGUTKAR, Mhane

Difficult task ahead
for Fadnavis

Dieviendra Fadnavis return as the Chief
Mintster of Maharashira signals the end
of one chapter and the start of a new one
In the state's politics. In his et major
best, he successhully persuaded Eknath
Shinde and Alit Pawar to accept the posl-
tons of Deputy Chiel Ministers

However, the new govemmient faces sig
nificant govermance challenges, [ssues
Iike unemployment, the rural cisls, dsing
Tood prices, and falling crop rates are ex-
pected to resurface, Eary attention |5 e
clal for addressing agricultural distress
and pramoting Industral growth,

GREGORY FERNANDES, Murkxy
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Editorial

THE HiNDU

Saurday, Docomber 7, 224
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the course
The RIhas done well to stay focused
on inflation amid rate cut clamour
T he Reserve Bank of Indi's Monetary Pol-

ley Committee (MPC), In bts lutest bi-

monthly review, hus decided w malntain
stutus gquo on the benchmark Interest rage of
6.50% for the eleventh consecutive time, As the
panels chairman RBI Governor Shakilkanta Das
emphasised, the list mile of disinilation is mrn-
g oue o be prolonged and arduous for emerg:
Ingg and developed economies. India's retall infla-
tom, ilber rending below the median 4% teget,
for thie fiest time in fve years, for two months,
aptled over September and October, with food
prices leading the price pinch. At its October
mieet, the sixmember MPC had voted 5:1 1o hold
interest rates, stating the inflation-growth b
lance was “well-polsed', Tht polse his been shat
tered, with the economic ground shifting dreamam-
feally i the intervening period - while inflation
T surged, the deleterious growth numbers for
the second quarter have compounded the mix
with GO rlsing just 54% o opposed o the T4 es.
tmated by the RBL The government his sought
i pradit the growth bl as o teansient oceurrence
rather than as a sign of an enduring slowdown,
but Ministers had called for interest rue cuts
fronm Mint Street even before thie GOP print.

It b, perhips, not o surprise then that the voe
al the MPC, which includes three external mem-
bers, an holding interest rates this thme around,
s changed to 4.2, Governor Day acknowledgid
that the nearterm inflation and growth out-
comes have terned somewhat adverse. He also
effectively scotched the clumour for the MIPC 10
Tnesk though food inflatkon, noting that the REL s
bound by the fexible inflation targeting frame-
work b deavn in the law thit requires headline
Inflation to be addressed. The central banl's
manclate i to maintain price stability while sup-
porting growth but growth s also impacted by
persistently high inflation that erampy house:
oldy” ﬂ'lrndim power, as he pointed out, ad
this is alrendy visible In urban sperds, Hoth the
teajectories warrant closer monitaring for now,
ancl it i notas B's 0,25 pereentage point mbe cut
would tangibly shift consumption or fnvestenent
mpulses in the short ran, The RBI remalng hope-
Tul of GDP growth recoverdng and Inflation cool-
g i thie second half of thi year, even o it re
viged fis 202435 projections for the former (o
G6% from 7.2%, and for the later to 4.8% from
A5%. Some consider even these downgraded
projections as optimistic, bue i the Centre tikes
wome fresh steps to cool prices, sl as rolling
back the import duty hike on edible olly, amd
spur congurnprion, 1t woulkd be able 1o hssten the
Irterest rate cuts Bt desires,

Public health — insights from the 1896 Bombay Plague

nderstanding how public health crises

Intersect with survelllance, control,

anc governance Is cruclal for

aildlresstng maodern ehallings.
Historieal epidemics, such as the 1896 Bombay
Pliggue, reveal how sthorities have navigated
these lssues. In cokonial India, mapping and
policing were not just disease management tools;
they served as Instruments of surveilance and
control, Examining these strategles offers insights
velovant to contemporary public bealth policy
and practice,

The eolonial state's response
The Bornbay Plague of 1896-07 devastated
coalonial tndi, Introduced Into Bambay theough
Fur Bt tende netwaorks, It qulekly npm:ul
Hrotighvout thi st inent, causing hunered
of fh:msalulmldt.mlmlu. 1598 It exposed the
Inadequacies of the existing public bealth
Infrastructure, In response, the colonial
aelmministration erented the Indian Plague
Comimission o LRDE, led by TR, Fraser of the
vl (] the
outbremk, The (Amlmlnskm conducted ext t:nam-
Inguirles, li fes and prody
voluminous documentation. Yet, it st rumw to
Idertify the plague’s precise orign or the nutune
of its tranwmission, This diffculty emerged partly
Tatenise the colonial autharities smv the pligee
s avs v cosmmunal health {ssue ind more o
probbem of maintudnbng order through
surveillance and control,

Unilike John Snow's 1854 cholera mup in
Landon that pinpedated affecied individuals and
lied 1o epidemboboglent brenkthroughs, the Indian
Plague Commission's mups focused on ridiwiys,
inspection podnts, camps, and police cordons
rather tham the homes of plague vietms, These
maps highlighted where people could be
she wn-d inspected, or confined. They used
unustial colour and detall, suggesting a desire to
project efficlency and obseure the epldemie’s
severity, By emphasising where the disense eould
Infiltrate rather than whe was affected, these
miaps reframied the epidemie, Instead of
Himinating the distribution of cases, they
undersconed the colondal state's need to monltor
and restrict movement, reflecting the bellef that
control of mobility equalled control of the
dinense,

Tralichng by at the heart of plague

Philip Jagessar
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This historical
epbsode offers
Insights for the
resent i
contemporry
publie health
siraleghes
should be
rooted In
empathy,
eguity,

and evidence

management, Quarantine meisures, mspections,
and confinements relied on pollee enforcerment
rather than on community trust or public health
education. Observatlon camps near rallway
stations became key sites where populatons were
mu:inincd Miillnry winrdl airclerlies were

1 inte howpitals and feipalities,
legitimising the idea that foroe would curh
e,

Polioe statlons, not juss medical
extubllshments, were primary datn nodes, with
local watchmen reporting deaths w the poliee,
who then relayed them to higher msthorities. This
Integration of policing into the health apparatus
sulidified the nothon thae health erise
atop-down, coercive response, Over thine,
pnﬂmﬂmullunllm\mclually shifted such dutles
towwardd medlenl professionals, but the bstorienl
precedent reminds vy how policing once defined
the architecture of disease survedllance.

Plague maps and power dynamics

The design of the plague maps and thelr
emphasis om rallway lines, inspection statlons,
aned cordons influenced both pereeption and
awtion. Vibramt colours and meticulous detadl
comveyed a sense of order and efficacy, directing
attention to the state's interventbons rather than
the epldemic’s victims, The maps downplaye

the suffering of communltes and manhﬁdm real
seatle of the eriuks by focusing on survelllance
Infrastructure, They thus reinforeed power
dymarnics, showlng bow data and its
representation can serve dominant interests,
Instead of Wluserating the buman wll, the mips
suggested that proper control weuld reiumph
awer chaos, relnforelag the cobonlal narmative that
dlisense was best rmaniged through discipline
rather than empathy,

This historical eplsode offers Inskghes for the
present. The legaey of integrating policing and
survelllince into public health elloris persiss,
though it now kes different forms. Modern
systemy aften rely on medical professionals for
dlaea eollection and patient rracking, rullvc:lnu
shifting ethical standards and prof

Recognising this dynumic helps ensure that
todiny's health policies do not uncritically
reproduce the inequities or heavy:handed tctics
ol the past.

The issue of oversight and ethicy
Ethdeal considerations arise when public health
m-.\bnmm privilege controd over community
being, The history of the Bombay Plgue
exemplifies htrw duea collection .lnd m:pping
ulded by opy
cin become l.wlu for enforcing power rather mun
Irmpreving health, The past invites us to consicer
mare humane and partielpatory approsches,
ensuring transparency and respect for individual
rights. Authoritles must resist the templation to
tresit popiilations as obsjects of survellbinee rither
thun partners b saleguarding public health,
Balancing effective oversight with ethical

remmains a core chall i doen
acknowledging that representation - be itin
or databases - shapes how problems are

vitooe] and addressed,

This eplisode nkso signals thar while
surveillince mechanbsmy have evodved, their
underlying logic mmy il influence
decision-making, Today, advanced data collection
methods can render entlre populations visible to
thee state, radsing critleal questions about privacy,
trusat, el the (e dstribution of resources,
Reeflecting em thee eoslonial response to the pligue
bl s umderstancd that data should be o means
o enhunce health and safety rather than o
reinfurce exivting hierarchies or curtall freedoms,
W miust remakn vigllant that new technologles
and methodologles serve the collective good.

In learning from the Bombuy Plaguae's history,
wa e that health erises often Ly bare existing
power structures, The suthorities in the late 15th
u.-muri chose torely on policing and
surveillinee, shaplng the way the epldenic was
understood and manuged, By studying these
chalees, we enn recognise the impartanee of
ek health chalbenges i ways that affirm
human dignity, We can strive to ensure that

cihees,

Yeet, the question remaing of how public health
meaures are framed, The 1896 plague response
shews that framing can reshape policy,
determining whether the emphasis lies on caring
for indivicdhals or exercising autharity over them,

¥ y public health strategles, while
leveraging sophisticated toals, remain rocted in
empisthy, equity, and evidence, Awareness of past
migsteps can gulde future governance, Inspiring
policies that foster cooperation rather than fear,
and thit earn the trust and eollaboration of the
communities they are meant o protect,

Building on the revival of the manufacturing sector

nalda’s journey to becoming a global
manudacturing bub has gained momenturm
with the government's stetegic policy
Il“lklll"l'l. particulardy the Production Linked
e (PL1) scheme. This scheme hss been

Silica scars
Mine workers need ea |rb diagnosts

and rreatment of silicosis

ndin's growth aspirations have spurred the
l national mining industry to extract more

minerals for use in construction, One such
mineral s silicen dioxice, or siliea, an important
component of sand and stone, Mine workers o
posed to stbca dust for many years have o belght
ened risk of developing silicosks, whereln micro.
seopic stlica particles are lodged In lung tissue,
hamperng their normal function, The risk of sil-
feonls Is age-agnostie and determined by expo-
wure, and ks chronke alter anset. Thus 1t threatens
millions of workers, many of them young. In
1994, this Indlan Councll of Medical Research e
ported thast more than elght million people in the
country were highly exposed to silica dust; this
population could only have increased since the
mational government has opened new mines and
expunded ald ones. On November 29, the Natlon-
al Green Tribumal (NGT) directed the Central Pol-
Iutlon Control Boand to dralt new

nstrumenial in transforming the manufacturing
Iul::huape lu sectors Dt.li'hw- m::hih'
g,

autemobile, wnd textiles, uu:xm others, lhmuuh
enhanced production, exports and job creation.

Thi scheme's impressive performance has
e mirrored by the resules of the Annual
Survey of Endustries (ASIHor 202223, relensed
recently, which reveals a positve correlation
bBetween PLEscheme incentives and sectoral
performance. In the AS] data, manefacturing
output reglstered o robust growth race of 21
while gross value ackded (GVA) grow by 7.9%,
expanslon comes an the back of the PLI scheme's
sucoess, showeasing that many sectors beneliting
fiamt thie sichisme havee performeed particulary
well. Basic metal mumlln‘luﬂru urlu'.md
refined petrol . foond
chvmluun .Indi.ht‘lﬂk‘.u.l products, uml motor
wviehicles — many of which are covered under the
PLI scheme - collectively contributed 58% o the
toal manubaciuring outpot and registered an
output growth of 24,5% in 200223,

W -
devis “granting permission for [silica) mirllru: and
wishdng plants®, and the Uttir Pradesh govern-
ment and Pollution Control Board to set up
healthy-care fucilities in areas with silica mines,
The NGT i well-intentioned but mine workers
are desperate for action,

The Oceupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditons Code 2020 requires mine workers'
emplayers to notify threats of bodily harm 1o
workers and workers developing specific diseas-
e, Including silicosis. But aperators ofien deo not
notily the Directorate General of Mines Safety,
rnmnl.h\g the state from developing an nctonn:
ole awareness of mine operators’ workplace
practices; nor have States of thelr own inltlative
rived to collect this dats, The potential for spe-
chul hospitals to amelorate this situntion s also
unclear: the Code obligites qualified medical
practitioners to notiy slicosks cases o the Chief
Inspector-cum-Facilitator, yet it already required
operators o provide free annual bealth check:
ups, which have failed to reveal silicosls cases,
Health-care provdders hive even been koown to

i 1 wiliceosds as tuk Thee NGT also
neded that "concerned authorities” are not lving
up o the law, The state's pussivity B thus the
principal randblock o mine workers' welfure,
which guldelines are unlikely to surmount. The
passlvity alse fles in the face of elimate justies, an
Tebien Inelin s Tronically wielded in multisteral
fors wo demand concessions on emissions and
aduptation financing. The nutlon's mineral re-
sourees are concentrated n ‘resource frontker
Staven that have low leracy and health-care cov-
ernge, o disorganised Inbour foree, and where
mining provides cruclal revenue, When the state
diverty the concessions to suppliers of cheap stli-
e, workers olerate had working conditlons and
delay seeking medical or legal recourse untl] the
silleosty has become life-threatening.

(4°]
K .

v of th ing sector
ASl surwys are a \d::l source of dat on the
i s onganbsed g sector In the
EEONOMY, 'l‘l:e}' include factorles with 10 or more
wrkers uskng power, and those with 2000r mone
workers, without pewer, The resule of the AST
202229 show a healthy double-dight expansion in
thee rowth rate af manufcturing sector output -
it 21.5% ~ despite a high base of 202122 which
winw @ sbarp rebound as the economy emerged
From the COVID-9 pandembednduced shimp, The
mpressive grow th in output and valoe added in
202229, as compared to the pre-pandemle
period, indicates that the manufcturing sector s
slowly but seadily terning the corner after the
dlmlmlmuln recent yenrs,
Tms:rmalu of the manufaciuring sector
sl that thee seage s ser for India o become 4

Lluancrajly
Banerjee
Dirisctar Ganeral,
The Confederation
al indlan industry

Strong relonms
are neceled for
Inclia o fully

capialise on s
manuGicToring

erteritial

lesbal mamufscturing powerhouse. However,
strong reforms ane needed to fully capitalise on
the mamufaciuring potentlal,

Thie suecess of the PLLscheme underseores the
need 1o expand s scope beyond the teaditlonal
Industries where manufacturing activity Is
wconcentrated, Extending PLI Incentives 1o
labsouer-ntersive sectors smach ay apparel, leather,
foostweenr ard furnlture, i wiell as sunrise
Inchustries such as aerospace, space technology
aned MRO could unlock new growth fronters,
There are alio sectors with high impost
dependency but untapped domestic capabilities
such ns capital goods, This can help in reducing
vulnerability to global demand fuctuations and
supply chaln disruptions, Promating green
marmufacturing uml Im'cmh'inlmg research and

proent ing
technologhes can further enhance India's
manufacturing competitiveness,

Thie steilelng gap between munufiaeturing
ot growth (205%) and GVA growth (7.0%) - as
U AS it shsoowr = i larggely driven by soaring
Input prices, which surged by 24.4% In 202221,
This divergence suggests that while production
virkumes are rising, industries are grappling with
elevated input prices, which have eroded their
vatlue addelitfon. With bulk of the fnputs being
Imported, It is pivotal to bring down their linding
ety in the country. To bring this tw fruftbon, o
mare streamlined import regime that simplifies
tartffi Into a three-tler sysem, with 0 - 25% for
raw materials, 2.5% - 5% for intermedintis, and
B - 75 T finishe goods, eould hrlu mitignte
thisse Input costs, enhance andd

also Hmits the sector's overall growth potential,
Fer India o fully capltalise on ks manufacturing
capacity, it s essentlal for States o be an active
participant in India's growth story by
tmplementimg the fundamental factor murket
relorms o areas such s land, labour and power
In additon w developlng Infrastrucare, and
promoting investments,

Focus must move to MSMES and women
For manufncturing to serve as a true catalyst for
inelusive growth, speclal stiention must be given
to mikero, small and medium enterprises (MSME)
anel Increasing women's participation in the
wirlforee. MEMES contribute sround 45% of
Invell's manufacturing GOP and employ about 60
mdllion people. Talloring PLI incentives m
|||:t.mnmmlalc MEMES, by lewerlng capital
by hobds and reducing product)
targets, would empower these enterprises to
sl v, Innovate and integrate more effectively
lul:: vu.]ue chuluu
1 fernake workf purticly ]

an unmppod opportunity for boosting
mantdacturing growth, The World Bank's binest
South Asia Development Upcate estimates thit
Irvel's ranufacturing :n::ﬂm could rlse by 9% if
mare wormen joln the workfoeee, Developing
supportive infrastruciure such as hostels,
dormitories chilldbeare facifities near Buctories
could significandy boost wormen's participstion in
mantifacturing, driving output and Inclusive
development.

To teansform the Indian econemy into o

m

Improve India’s imtegration irunulnlnl vitlue
chilns.

A comcentration of industrial activity

The reghonal imbalance in manufacturing activity,
with Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Uttar Pridesh,

leveloped eeonomy by 2047, the manufscturing
sector ought t play o critical role. As in the CI1's
own estimutions, i shire in the GVA hasa
cobemitlal to rlse From the current 17% o over 25%
200030, and 1 27% by 204748 i sustained
efforts to boost domestic manufacturing
cupabilities and domestic v:lm' .lduilic ]

¥
accounting for over 54% of total manufacturing
VA aned 55% of employment, highlights the
concentration of industelal activity in g fow
Statees, This reglonal imbalanee not only hinders
equitable development across the country but

) Apart from E ftlveness
by miproving ease of doing huslm-ss and bringing
dhown comt of dolng buslness, selzing the current
mament by leveraging on the slew of policy
measures will be lmperative for the
manulsetsring sector,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bills and their names alienation with its

Going by the grotesque and | Insensitive acts.
urintelligiste names being Manohar Alembath,

Blven to new laws and Kannur, Kevala

cantral government

spensored pragrammes, the [ The knack of the current
BJP-led government at the dispensation to christen
Cantre appears to be totally | Bills in Hindi Is unwarranted

Insersitive to the impact in
non-Hind| speaking States
("Uproar in House over
Hindi names for Bills",
December ), Proceedings
In Parliament are conductad
s if the south does not
exist. The governmant
would do well to
understand that it could be
sowing the seads of

=

anie milsplaced. The
non-Hind| speaking States
have rightly ralsed thelr
apposition, when such
names ane difficult to
pronounce for even a Hind|
spmaker, The government
ought not to use this as a
substerfuge to aggravate the
linguistic divide. It is
advisable that the primary
-

<=5

madium of naming Bills be
i English for wasior
understanding across the
country, Hindi can be used
as the secondary madium,
Aanys Singhal,

Malda, Uttar Pracesh

Thie Centre's language push
is nothing but Imposition. It
s bizarre to be having the
Centra defending the move
a3 » “reflection of indian
culture and lagacy”, Bona
fide Indian cultre and
legacy e in unity in
diversity and inclusiveness,
8. Seshadr,

Chaernal

The government of the day
i6 an alliance government. It
is baffling how its allies
have agreed to "Hindi
Impesition", which is
vielative of constitutional
requirements and
antl-peeple.

. Sathuraman,

Chenna

‘Tralter' bark

The BJP draws a false
equivalence batween the
Opgposition's demand for &
JPC probe into the Adani
tssue as deralling India's
growth story. Does it mean
1o say that It |s okay having

unethical and illegal
buskness practices as a
driver of the econamy?
Corruption cannot be
condoned in the name of
“wealth creation” o
Vinfrastructural
developmant” by a tyeaan,
The BJP ks trying the use of
ploys such as
“India-baiters” and the
“fereign hand" to deflect
attention from the Adani
Issue,

G. David Miltan,
Marutharcode, Tamil Hady

E-pass lssuance
There are some 'computer

- »

mayams (centres) in
Coimbatere that are
charging exorbitant rates to
Issue an o-pass lor travel to
the Nilgirls and other
places, The Tamil Nadu
Gowvernment can fix a rate
for this pass to be ssued, It
Witk exasparating to pay
130 for an e-pass recently,
There are moyoms that
charge the pass holder
between ¥30-250 for the
pass and printout.

Viwek Vincent John,
Calmbatore

Letters emalled to
Iettersdithehindu, co.in

it carry the poatal acdros.
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A landslide killed seven people in VOO Nagar in Tirwannsmals district of Tamil Nadu, The rescue operation involved 170 persannel, including members of the National Disaster Response Force, © VENKATACHALARKTHY

The cyclone that
battered Tamil Nadu

Cyelone Fengal has wreaked havoe in Puducherry

and Tamil Nacu, claiming 12 lives and affecting 14 districts,

Whille the Tamil Nadu government says it was prq).m:d for heavy rainfall, the complex and slow-moving cyvclone
posed a challenge to weather experts and the administration alike. K, Lakshmi and 1, Madhavan report on
how the cyclone changed course, leaving a trail of destruction

m this evening of December 1, 4 family
of four amd three of their neighbours
huddled together under a metal
roafed single-room house, in VOC N
g, & vesidential ares o the foor of the Arunacha:
| huill e Tirw district. They {25
trrential rains brought by Cyclone Fengal
pounced the districs in interior Tamil Nach,

5. Meenakshi, 27, who lives opposite the
house, recalls the tragedy that oceurred shortly
after. Her sister, . Meena, 26, and Meena's hus-
band, N, Rajkumar, 32, both brick kiln workers,
haich returmied home the previows evening as their
workplace, located 20 kilometres from the tem-
plee town, husd flooded. Meenakshi siys the cou-
prlee had been working in the brick kiln for a few
years and had often stayed there for weeks 1o

complete tasks before returning to VOC Nagar,

That Sunday was special for Rajlkumar as

e had eome back to his children - 9-year
old Goutham and Tyear-old Iniys — after
working tirelessly for a monsh at the kiln, she
sy, Meenakshi's daughter, Ramya, 13, had al

HOY g0 Il:}kumnr's house abong with two

nelghbours - Vinothini, 14, and Maha, 10,

“Around 4.30 p.m., we heard a deafening
sound, Meena called out w me and | rushed
out,” savs Meenakshi, "The next few moments
were 3 biur A heap of mud, boulders, and debris
came rodling down the hill, Meena rushed insicde
to bring the children out but it was too lute, My
sister’s home was buried,” she says, sobbing,

All the seven oecupants were instuntly killed,
Other houses in the neighbourhood were com-
pletely or partially destroyed. Relatives searched
tor loved ones in the shush amid relentless mins
until a rescue team, led by Tinvannamalal Col-
lector D, Baskarn Pandisn, reached the si hey
evacumted nearly 250 families from the hills,
maoved them to community halls in Tirovanna-
makad fown, and gave them food and medicines.

The seven bodies were recovered after 8 near-
Iy 20-hour operation by a 170-member ¢
cluding 35 persennel of the Natonal Disass -
ponse Foree, and & sniffer dog the next evening,
“When the team retrieved two bodies from the
spaot, they saw thit Rajkumar had been holding
Indya tightly" recalls a senior official.

A trail of destruction
While heavy rainfall during the northeast men-
5001 is cormmon at this time of the year in Tamil
Nadu, the State and the Union Territory of Pudu-
cherry did not expect Cyclone Fengal to cause
such widespread devastation when it crossed the
wastern coast on the night of November 30, On
December 1, unusually heavy rainfall (40 cm w
50 cm) was recorded in muny places in Padu-
cherry and the northern and northwestern parts
of Tamil Nadu. Among the coastal districts,
Cheninai was less affected.

Thie eyclome then slowly drifted westward,
dumping rains, causing floods, 1§ ACTes

Weneed o
np
Tandslide
susceptibiliny
I all the
districes so
ihat e
better
prepared

lor such
dlisasters

Ai SUNDARARAJAN
Poavilangin
Sarkargal

of crops, damaging civie infrastructune, and dis-
pacing thousands of people. When it later
moved inland, it pummelled several disricts,
Mailum in Villupuram dis received 51 om of
rainfall on December | and Uthangaral in Krish-
nagiri district recelved 50 cm on December 2,
Some areas of Villupuram such as Kedar and
Soomapatty received more than 33 em of rainfall
on a singhe day.

. Wasanthkumar, 51, of Muthu Nagar in Nelli-
Juppam, Cuddalore disirict, spent an entine
night on the staivway leading to his wrmace as
floodwater had entered his house, “Local offi-
cials gave us flood alerts at 8 p.m. asking us 1o
wvacuate the street, But the water level rose ra-
pidly in the area and a few of us were stranded. It
ook two days for the Aoodwater to recede,” he
says, Whils Vasanthlumar managed to salvage
important documents that were bying in his loft,
e lost most of his electronic devices,

In his letter to Prime Minister Narendr Modi
this week, Chief Minkster M., Stalin said 12 lives
were lost in the eyclonic storm thar had wresked
havaoc in 14 districts. Villupursm, Tiravannama:

Ik, el Kallakurichi received mose than 50.cm of

raindall in a single day, which was equal to an en-
tire season's share, He noted that more than 2,11
lakh hectares of agricultural and horticultural
land had been inundated and nearly 963 canle
had died. About 9,500 km of roads, 1,847 cul-
verts, and 417 tanks had been damaged, Salin
said that the cyclone had overwhelmed the
State's resources and reguested the Centre to re
lease 12,000 crore from the National Disaster
Response Fund o asist rehabilitation efforts,
Eesides compensation for demaged crops, the

Tamil Nadu government announced relief of

12,000 per family in the districts of Villupuram,
Cuddalore, and Kallakurichi on December 3, St

I alser domated one month's salary towards the
*hief Minister's Relief Fund to execute relief mea
sures in the six worst-affected districes, On De-
cember 6, the Union Home Ministry approved
the rebease of 944,80 crore to the Tamil Nadu
povernment as the Central share from the Statge
Disaster Response Fund 1o help the people affect:
ed by the eyclone.

Puducherry Chiefl Minister N, Rangaswimy an-
nounced reliel assistnee of €5,000 to all ration
cardholders affected by the cyclone in the UT
and TI0000 per hectare to affected fanmers,

l..r:lr.lsi under water

return o regular lite, Nearky 80,520 hectares of
crops are damaged, many lnkes hve breached
their banks, and the Malutaru and Then Pennai
rivers are brimming with Hoodwater,

W, Tamilarasi, 64, of Pillur village in Villupu:
rum taluk, is searching for someanse to help her
clear the deposits of shudge that cover her agricul-
tural lind, Flash Qoods in the Then Pennad river
submergid crops. Shie has also lost rwo grats.

“Ioultivited black gram and casuarina planta-
tions in three acres, The crop is submerged un-
der six feet of water, [ spent 32 nkh for eultiva-
thom, Lddon't know how 1am going (o manage the
loss,” she worries,

Villages such as Pillaiyarkuppam and Arasa:
mangakim have beoome small islands. They did
it have power and communication networks
for three days, which left many stranded or con-
frned to their houses without water or food.

“The district previously experienced such
Inrge-seale loods i 1972, This time, | was caught
wunawares, While village administrative afficers
helped ws, officials and elected representativey
cume much later,” Tamilarasi says,

The sitation was no different in the urban
seretches of Villupuram. S, Neela, 55, of Ashaku-
lum, spent nearly a day cleaning the muck and
weasie thist Hoodwiter had brought into her house
on December 1.

“Our street had waist-deep water, My family of
four agied with 20 litres of packaged water
for three days, We had t put up with the sewage
thut husd mived with the stagnant water for three
diays. We all worked together o drmin the warer
s wie didn't get immediate help,” she says,

RT. Murugan, district secretary, Tamil Nadu
Vivasaylgal Sangam (All India Kisan Sabha), says,
“Crips in various parts were on the verge of dry-
ing for want of water until the downpour. We
huve not seen such water flow in the Malattary
and Then Pennai rivers in December, | was pre
paring for paddy harvest for Pongal and recently

o »

lowing heav,u rainfall cn Degember 2, #m

wen

ee

Flood warnings did not reach the villages
close o the riverhanks, Residents assumed
A wonled e anether normal rain spell
Many left ehind thelr belongings and
cattle wo save thelr lves

G JAVAKUMAR
Tarsanbsippam, Ve deric

sowed black gram in an acre. | face a loss of
50,000 3 foodwater maroomed my lnd. Poor:
Ty maintained water bodies in villages too led o
quick dumage."

Severnl residents say they want Villupuram o
be declared as a disaster-affected district,

Floodwaters in Puducherry
Puducherry heaved o sigh of relief after the storm
passed through the region on December 1, but
wis hit by anather disaster when water was dis-
churged from the brimming dams of Tamil Nadu,
particularly the Sathamur dam in Tinsvannamalai
an December 2,

The dischurge of LG8 lakh cubic feet per se-
cond (cusecs) of foodwater from the Sathanur
dam sparked a political debate. The Opposition
parties blamed the ruling Drwvida Munnetra Kz
hagam government for the deluge in the north-
ern districts without prior notice, Refuting the
cliims of a self-created disaster, Water Resources
Minister Durnimurugan noted that sufficient
Nood warnings had been given and food dis.
charge was planned considering the safety of the
dam and the lives of the people.

The Water Resources Department noted thit
uncontrolled Then Pennai river citchment waor-
sened the flood situation, Record-breaking rain:
full in Krishnugird and flash flood in tribuiries
such ms Koralyar and Kallur accelernted llow in
the river that was already in spate, There is no
mechanism to gauge rainfall or the foodwater
generated n the Then Pennai's tributaries,

A senior Water Resources Department official
says Suthanur reservoir recelved an inflow of
40,000 cusecs within four hours from December
1 night. The reservoir did not have sufficient stor-
age capacity (o store the entire inflow, the official
adds, *We adhered to the rules and there way no
lag in flood warning. After 1972, when the dam
discharged nearly 2,57 lakh cusecs, this is the se-
cond time that such a high quantum of surplus
water was released,” the official says.

However, G, Javakumar of Pamanhoppum, Vil
]upumm district, who helped people reach relief
camps, says, "Flood wamings dij‘uut rench the
villages (AK. Kuchipal and Kallipatiu) close
1o the riverbanks, Res umed it would be
another normul rain spell. Many left behingd their
belongings and cattle to save their lives"

When the Water Resources Department team
wisited Villupuram, they were aghast at the dam-
age, “We could not identify boundaries of water
besdies and roads, The district is generally mostly
dry in December. The teams are now assessing
the damage,” the official says.

In Sathanur village, 5. Arul, president of the
village panchayat, rescued several elderly resi-
dlents From huots that were submerged in floodwa-
ter and shifted them o school, "They also lost
impartant documents in the floods,

the path of a cyclone

Many officials suy it s difficult w be fully pre-
pared for a cyclone thar causes such extensive
dlamage. This is especially because it is diffieul
ther models o pick up extreme weather
events at o particular place, according o
meteorogists,

Cyclone Fengal remained a low-pressure sys-
tem after forming in the far eastern Indian Ocean
on November 4 and became a depression in the
Bay of Bengal only after 10 days. It moved rela-
tively slowly for snother week before the Indin
Meteorological Departmens (IMD) said it had be-
come a eyelone, On Nevember 28, the 1MD an-
nounced that Cyclone Fengal would eross the
narth Tamil Nadw Muducherry consts on the
moming of Nevernber 30, The cyclone moved at
a leisurely pace. While fast-meving cyclones tend
o retrest quickly, show-moving ones weaken int
a deep depression, dum‘pdn;.; unprecedented
amounts of rainfall.

8. Balachandmn, Additional Director General
of I\ILlemhm Regional Meteoralogical Centre,
Che , iy the cyelone had undergone chang:
s intensity ever the ocean due o multiple
factors, “The Reglonal Metesrological Centre had
given suffickent forecasts and rainfall alerts for
north Tamil Nadu on November 30 and Decem-
ber 1, Most of the forecasts were accurate, But in
Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri, the predieion on
vainfall intensity went of the mack," he says.

The storm remained stalled over the ocewn for
six hours. It moved slowly towards the north and
then slightly towards the east before moving to-
wards the west and crossing the coast,

“Thie resison For the cycloane remaining station-
ary is a bit obscure and there are no immediste
explanations for ie,” says ¥.EA. Raj, former Depu-
ty Director General of Meteorology, Chennai.

“Though the clouds associated with the cyclonic
storm were floating over the land, the centre of
the cyclonic storm was close to lhc cean and
wis able o draw 2 lot of moisture from the
ocean. Since it got fed with all that moisture, itre-
tuined its intensity, This triggered o high amount
af rinfall”

Pointing out that the global warming and cli-
mate variability are likely to increase such un-
predictable local weather patterns, G, Sundarara-
jan of Poovulangin  Nanbargal, 2 group
advoenting environmental protection in Tamil
Nadu, says, "There is an urgent need w bridge
gaps in last mile communication on foosd warn-
ings and weather alerts. We also need to map
landslide suscepbility in all the districts so that
we are better prepared for such disasters”

Lakeshoon higprbvefrirmclis cvafre
mrcdhanvrn e fvimdu, com
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What the collapse of France’s govt means, what happens now

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI DECEMBER 6

PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON has
vowed o stay in effice until the end of his
termin 2027, defying calls for his resignation
after the minority government of Prime
Minister Michel Barnier collapsed indramatic
fashion ina historic vote in France's National
Assembly on Wednesday,

Barnier, aveterancomserva- [y g =l l.Y[ M 8]

tive whio was appointed to the
past by Macron only in
September, has become the
shortest-serving prime minister of the
French Fifth Republic that began in 1958,
The vote of no-confidence came amid dis-

Vote of no-confidence

The no- tunﬁﬂ:nc\: VOEE Was meant to

convey rejection of th

ment's budget proposals. The draft aimed to
cut government spending by measures in-
chisding reining in pensions, and save around
EB0 billion through austerity measures.

However, it was unpopular among par-
ties on both the left and the right. Support
from either of these two parliamentary
groups was essential for the
BOVErnmEent to survive, since
nane of the three major polit-
bcal blocs — the left-wing, the
right-wing, and Barnier's cen-
tre-right — have a majumy

Anticipating a crisis, Barnier invoked
Article 49, 3nhhl.‘ FlI:lu:I\Com titustion, which

spending, but is linked to deeper issues in
French peditics that became evident following
the snap sdection that Macron called in June.

Here is what to know ahaat the political
crisks in the world's seventh-largest econ-
amy, and what happems next.

allows ister, afterdeliberation
by the council of ministers, to force a Bill
through the National Assembly without a
v, acoording o a report in e Monde,
This meant the only way to prevent the
Bill froom passing wis for the opposition par-
ties to initiate a motion of no-confidence

WHY LOW-INTENSITY CYCLONEFENGAL
CAUSEDLARGE-SCALE DESTRUCTION

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURL, DECEMBER &

CYCLONE FENGAL which made Lanciall
near Puducherry on Movernber 30, was a
low-intensity storm as it maintained a
wind speed of about 75-95 kmph.
However, the cyclone left a trail of de-
struction in its walke, At beast 12 people
died, mostly in Tamil Nadw, numerous
properties were damaged, and standing

Flood-hit area in Villupuram, Tamil
Madu on December 2.7

French President Macron during a
televised address on Thursday. Rewens

against the government. This is what they
died, and succeeded,

Problem of cohabitation

Much of the current instability stems
from Macron’s decision to dissolve the
Mational Assembly and call snap pallsin June

muzmber of votes in the EU Parliament elec-
tioms that month.

parties with popular supparl are generally

and avoird a gcm:mn')un!.d:mduwn The new

appointed to backlash.

TheF & political gamble, be-
Beving that voters would be bess indined o
support those partiesin national polls. A that
time, Macron's centre-right Ensemble coali-
tion was the largest alliance in parliament,
bt no group hedd a masority,

But instead of galvanising in favour of

which won the largest number of seats. Far-
right parties, including Marine Le Pen's
Mational Rally, made gains at the cost of
Macron's coalition.

In France's semi-presidential, represen-
tative parliamentary democracy, the presi-
dent is empowered to appoint the prime
minister. After some delay, Macron cobbled
topgether @ coalithon with Barnier's conserva-
tive The Republicans party.

This enraged the parties on the left, who
believed they had the people’ mandate as
the largest bloc. While there is no legal obli-
gationon i toappoint the leader

after right-wing parties won a significant

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER &

A LARGE number of cases are filed before
thee Supreme Court every year, even as thou-
s.lnds of other cases are already pending.

crops were dest arcas
Why etid E;{Innu Fengal cause wide-
spread destruction despite being a low-

Intensity storm?

landiall, were among the worst affected
areas between MNovember 29 and

Drecember 1 Mailamvillage in Villupurame

First, what are the different
ries of cyclones?
The India Meteomlogical Department
IMD‘ camgnnsm cyclones based on 1I1e
i speeds T

received 510 mm of rainfall in 24 hours.
Puducherry received 490 mm of rainfall
in a day, breaking the previous recond of
211 mm et on October 31, 2004,

A, raidl and road transport took a hit,

ane; low pressure (< 31 kmph), depres-

highways

and lakes and

sion [31-4% kmph), deep depression (50~ rivers overfiowed,
61 kermph), cyclomic storm (62-88 kmph),
severe cychonic storm [89-117 kmph ), Why was Fengal so destructive?

very severe cyclonic storm | 118-221
kemph}, and super cyclone (> 222 kmph).

According to the IMD, this happened

primarily due to the movement of

Cyelone Fengal From its genesis to land-

How did Fengal compare to past
cyclonesT

Over the years, Indian coasts have wit-
nessed several severe storms which led
to large-scale devastation, Associated
maximum wind speeds went up to 260
kmph [Odisha super cyclone, October
1099], 215 kmph (Cyclone Phailin, May
2013}, and 185 kmph {Cyelone Amphan,
May 2020} Therefore, companed tomany

fall, Fengal maoved at a slow pace. On oc-
casions, it moved at speeds slower than &
lamiph while at sea. Fengal also remained
statiomary for nearly 12 hours soon after
making tandfall ckose to Puducherry.
Maintaining its intensity asa olone, the
storm caused heavy rainfall and rough
windy conditions over the region,

Usually, afrer landfall, cyclones

wualrn as they hit ohnrul:tmm and ex-

earlier storms, Cyclone Fengal was alow-
intensity storm.

iction fror

Ln the case of Fengal, as the stormy smgmi

stationary, the dmuc(m wias far miore

deaths.

Fengal triggered excepticnally heavy
rain and flooding in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.

Krishnagin and Villupuram in raorth
Tammil Matlu, close to where Fengal made

Motably, during recent cyclones { such

as Dana in October this year), which were
more intense than Fengal, human casal-
ties were either nitor limited to single
digits.
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ourt decide which
cases N!pll'lcll'lllse?

Orver the last month, the 5C has been pri-
urrtlslr@spcmllcm pmtmns(SLl"iJ Thw:
arneca would h
notice to the parties over the kst fmw years,
lur is yet o admlt (grant leave or perrmission
tn appeal ] the

The court ius been hearing these cases
for three days of the workoweek, and haskept
onky Mondays and Fridays for fresh cases. In
effiect, the SC is limiting the listing of cases in
which a detailed heanng is reguired.

This is part of Chief |ustice of India [C]I]
Sanjiv Khanna's plan to address the large
hacklog of cases in the top court. As master
of the mster, successive CJls have attempted
to tackle the problem of pendency in vari-
U ways.

Weekly case schedule

On November 16, five days after Justice
Khanna took office as the 51stCJL the SCon
the administrative side issued acircular say-
ing "after notice miscellaneous matters”

Barnier's led toa situation
known as "cohabitation” in France — one in
which the prime minister and the president
belong to different parties. Perinds of cohab-
itation are unusual, but not unheard of in
France — and becanse the two leaders rep-
resent different political agendas and views,
such perinds have typically wimessed a tus-

i and the i in
Il‘l.l' passage of legislation,

What comes next?

Macron has said a new prime minister
will be named in the coming days, A few
names, mosthy of centrist and centre-right
leaders such as Séhastien Lecomu, Frangois
Bayrou. and Xavier Berirand have been
floated in the French media as possible can-
dliclates for the post.

LUntil then, Bamnier will head a carctaker
gwumimnt Aspecial Law will be presented

will then prepare a budget law
lnr 2025,

Civen the deep divisions in parliament,
there is no guarantee the new PMowill not
face similar challenges. However, acconding
o rules under the French Constitution, the
next parliamentary efections canmat be held
umitil Juby 2025,

MantaLorimes, alecturerin pofitics at the
s Cardiff Linversity, told Fronee 24, “What
is at stake is France's financial stabdlity. ..
France is effectively going into the new year
without a budget and no clear majority to
pass one. Although it will be possible to -
tend the 2024 busdget to avoid a government
shutdown, this does mean that no new
measures can be introduced, be it cuts orex-
penditures, and it is unclear how — or when
— anew budget could be passed.

Concerns have been raised for France's
economy and high debt as well. Rating
apency Moody's said the government's fall

by state tolevy

on “reduces the likelihood of

of the langest party in pardi leaders of

W ing rules,

How the SC hears cases

India's top court carries an enormous burden of cases. How does it decide which cases to hear and
prioritise? What informs the policy of Chief Justices of India to tackle pendency?

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna was sworn in by President Droupadi Murmu
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on November 11, @esisopatihin

indin, co-authored by Mational Law School

cussed on Lacldml, [ET l!ut need n:gu].u
hearings and Ci chiy

I idating public finances”,

Each division is headed by a Repistrar,
and the Registry as a whaole is led by the
Secretary General, who is the highest ad-
ministrative officer in the Suprems Court,
and reports to the CJI

Typically, an Advocate-on-Record ( Aok |
— a lawyer who is authorised to represent
clients at the 5C after passing a certification
exam — files a case along with the required
supporting documents, either at the filing
countes, or through the court's e-Filing poetal,

The case goes 03 “dealing assistant™ in
& part of the court that is known to advo-
cates as "Section | B”. The assistant verifies
the identity of the AoR and whether they
hawve been granted power of attorney by the
client through a signed vokmztmama, and
generates a permanent "diary number” for
the case.

The petition and supporting documents
an srruhn&'d {nra:w defects such asincor-
rect party absence of si
orwrong format, Accarding toa 2018 dro-
lar issued by the Registry, defects must be
cured within 90cays, Insuch :-nl.'s.both the

of India University, Bengaluru p

Aparna Chandra, the 5C accepts only 14% of
SLPs that are filed,

SLPs are essentially appeals (against an
ortderof a High Court) but the SC has to grant:
“leave” for them to hr: heard. Dismissal of

wionld be heard on Tuesdays, Wednesd these o ani rediuction
and Thursdays, i pendency.
Also.on “no However, todata i n

regular hearing matter shall be listed il fur-
ther orders”, the circular said.
“Adter nofice misc "are

the four years from 2010 ro 2014, the SC
heard more than 60,000 such cases every
wearaon before deciding whether to

cases in which the court issues "notice” to
the other party ina *fresh matter”. A case be-
comes a“regular hearing mateer” afterithas
been “admitted”, {More an this lter; )

This prioritising of cases thar can be ei-
ther admitted or rejected quickly over llwse
that requi th

admit them,

Appeals, the bulk of which are SLPs, com-
prise approximately 92.4% of the count's
docket, and a typical heanng onwhether to
wdmit an SLP lasts For]'ust 1 minute and 33
-.emnds O average, says the boak,

From February 2023 to the end of for-
mer CJIl Y Chandrachud's tenure, the SC
heard onty regular hearing matters on
Wednesdays and Thursdays, No *after no-
tice miscellancous matters” were listed on
these two days.

Bath Justice Chandrachusd and his prede-
cessor CJ1 U U Ralit {wihes had & short tenure
of just three months) focused on hearing
bomg-pending constitutional matters.

In his farewell speech, Justice Chandra-
chud said that during his tenure | November
2023 to Novernber 3034, pendency of rege-
Larcases fedl from 28,682 to 22 00,

However, CJU Ch'mdmr_]!ud's tenure also

assistantanda officer ¥
checks the re-filed defects
have been cured,

Following the verification, the case is
registered and sent to the listing depart-
ment, which lists it for hearing on a date
that is, in normal circumstances, allotted
autnmatically,

Onee a case is "listed”, itcomes up before
aBench as a“fresh” matter. As per SC rules,
thesecases have been heard on Mondaysand
Friclays for decacles now, which are known
as "Miscellaneous days”,

Wthe court does not immediately dismiss
thie case, it sends a “notice” to the other party
seeking a reply to the case against them, The
L'asd:i; then knmwn as an "after notice mis-

saw thwl'u,an lawyers their
cases forurgent hearings before the CJ's court,

full-be for full hearing
sicles seeks to tackle the ever-increasing by thn :ulut_lltalnesrmm thanfouryearsonJourney of cases in SC
hacklog of cases at the court. As per the is passs d, with ic-faci the

Mational Judicial Data Grid, more thanm
B2,000cases are pending in the SCcurmently,

MANY Cases mhng “twice as long or bonger”,
O the other hand, regular hearing mat-

5C — which include conducting hearings,
wrmng (and delivering) judgments, and

“Adter notice mi

appearances — is the admin-

quire the court o simpl

hine of the court, the “Registry”,

"re-  tersareoften pending for years, and
ide whetherto — this honly
admitor dismiss an appeal Thisis often done The 5C Registry has two wings — the ad-
Other CJIs’ approaches

quickly, im brief hearings.

Case types and numbers
According to the book Court on Trial: A
Data-Driven Acoount of | Cinert el

)l Khanna's predecessors in the office
approached the issue of pendency differ-
nnlty ‘While CJI Khanmna has prioritised ad-

tage cases, his predecessors fo-

What is the debate over alcohol sale at Nagaland’s

SUKRITABARUAH
GLUWAHATI, DECEMBER 6

INFLUENTIAL CHURCH bodies in Magaland
—adrystate —have criticised the state gov-
ernment's decision to permit the sale of
liguor at the 25th Hombill Festival, which
|5 being held at Kisama Heritage Village in
Kohima district.

Thesale of alcohol, nclud-
ingthe so-called Indian-made
foreign liquor (IMFL) and the

iti X atthe fes-

CULTURE

unifiying farce within the state,

There are 14 recognised Naga tribes in
Magaland, each with its own traditions,
practices, and major festivals, The Hornbill
Festival is supposed to act as an umbrella
festival for all tribes to celebrate mgether,

Thee festival is the state's biggest tourist
draw, In 2003, the 10-day festival sawa foot-
Fall of mare than 1,54 lakh,

Whatis the prohibition

in Nagaland?
Complete prohibition was

tival has long been a contested issue. The
state t has been mulling a re-
view of the Nagaland Liguor Total
Prohibition { NLTP ) Act of 1989,

The sl wiNcl orgaised
by the state government, is Nagaland's
largest public event. It started in 2000 as.an
annual tradition, with the stated purpose

introduced in 1989 through
the NTLP Act, The major push for prohibi-
tion came from the Church and the state’s
apex women's organisation, the Naga
Mothers' Association {NMAL

While brewing rice beeris an old cul-
tural practice in Naga society, the armal of
American Baptists in Nagaland brought
new meoral codes, From the 1890s onward,

The annual Hombill Festival is a major tourist draw in Nagaland, Achive

ministration and the judicial, Each of these
wingsis dmdnd into varu:lus dl\'l!lﬂnﬁ with
thesir o h

" Tuesdays,
nnd Thursdays are also referred to as “non-
miscellaneous days™ or NMDs,

On these days, the court lists cases that
need both parties m be heard, and written
submissions considered before it is decided
whether to admit the case,

Alter admission, another schedule of de-
railed “final hearing” takees place, after which
averdict isdelivered.

Depending on how pendency has piled
up, Ihnse are the cases where the court ox-

ascase listing, technology, issees related to the
court and buildings, hurman resournces, efc,

Incked horns over the sale of alcohol, mak-
ing ita debate on Naga identity itself —"on
Maga ethnic identity vis-o-vis Christian
identity,” sccording to Keditsu,

“The organisers of the Hormbill Festival
defended their decision to allow the sle
and consumption of kacal rice beer on IM

at any ‘authentic’
of traditional ethnic life, and in particular
festivals, recuuired it, Whie the response tn
the cultural revival it set off has met with
the approval of Maga society, the repercus-
sions of permitting alcohol have led to ve-
hement protests.” she wrote,

While this debate is ahnut the local rice
heer, the for o I

Diespite proscrptions and prohibition —
and the fact that 87% of the population is
Chmmn. a ma.mly of whom ane Eaptl-.Li

and i

P
bem'lus mnlmum_'[hnlrtacyahhu pro-
ues-

Hombill Festival a contested issue?

In her paper Prokhdbition and Mago Cutiured
Mentity: Cultural Palitics of Hormbill Festival,
M@fann‘ academic Theyiesinuo Keditsu
wrote, "This|the Hornbill Festival | isthe only

Ful behaviour, and transgressors wene ex-

of boosting tourism and asing Naga
heritage and culture, a5 well as @ act asa

1P Mills recorded,

unn,asxsl!mcasclna!mdrymi

Why is the sale of alcohol at the

Thutse ar kxcal rice
beer is openly sold and liberally consumed
with the consent of the government.”

The Church and the organisers have

epaperindianexpresscom BEEE BN

been supported by Tourism Minister
Temjen Imna Along as a provision for
tourists to the state.

The Magaland Baptist Church Council
[NBCC), the apex body of Baptist Churches
inthe state, has criticised this rationale, stat-
ing that “tourists are not visiting our state
because there is @ provision for visitors to
drink liguor in Nagaland”, but tn * experi-
ence our cubture and our heritage and our

hat kind of casesare to be
I:smd It is also on these days that
Constitution Bench hearings take place,

famed Hombill Festival?

tribal way of life®,

i e

During the st state Assembly session
in Awgust, a discussion on reviewing the
NTLP Act took place. The discussion was
framed as one on "Health Hazards of
Spurious Alcohol™,

The government’s Advisor on Excise
Moatoshi Longkumer initiated the disous-
sion by saying the “intended objectives” of
the Act had not been met, and that there
shoubd be regulations instead of prohibi-
tion, The state sees large-scale smuggling
of liquor from neighbouring Assam, which
the state’s 336 excise personnel are unable
to check, Longlumer said. He also ;.'aunmd

vof
ous alcohol, as well as to people furning to
substitutes such as narcotics,

Amajor reason why successive soverm-
ments have considered a review of prohi-
‘bitiom is the boss af excise revenue as a re-
sult of this policy, This, however, was not
mentioned by Longlumer.
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Afiscally low-cost solution to China’s economic challenges

SHANG-IN WEI

recently in anticiparion of ancther

round of povernment stimulus
This Is understandable. as the authorities
have rolled out multiple menetary and fis-
cad stimulus packages to stave off deflation
und boost mross domestic product (GDE)
grovrh, But with public dete already well
above historical nomms, there s limited
‘room for further flscal intervention with-
ot risking a funere debr crisis,

Thnullnew stock market has mllled

Given this constraint, China showld
focws on polickes that sfimulate entre-
preneurship, imvestment, and economic
growth without edding to the govern-
rnent’s debt burden. Polloymokears could
take severnl steps to bolster investor and
consumer confidence while malntaining
Ascal discipline.

First, adopting & mose liberal capizal-
market regime that makes it easler for pri-
vizte-sectar firms 1o be lsted on domestic
stock exchanges can boost Investment
beyond thess walting to launch an [nitlal
public offering. Currently. Chinese secu-
rities regulators follow & paternalistic
maodel, selecting firmns they desm “suit-
able” for investors. This approach often

sises accurute and complete disclosures
rather than plcking winners, could remove
these barriers, enabling dynamic com-
jpandes to aecess the funding they need 1o
expend thelr workforce and Increase
investment. By facilifating public listings,
policymakers could create valuable exdt
nppnnumlles for early-stage Invessors,

1ance lrvests fid

rrdrdnilnl Impact an government revenuP_
Far from encouraging or condening cor-
ruption of tax evasion, setting o clear
time frame for prosecuting erimes or fil-
Ing lzwsuits would strike a necessary bal-
ance between ensuring acoountabilicy
and maintalning economic stabdlity,

caplzal fr il o
Intermationgl private equity and venture
capital funds. This would help to cultivate
firms that could become future
Moreover, allowing prominent pri-
vate-sector firms such as Ant Group,
Jcom, and ByteDance to go publle —
even on overseas stock exchanges —
would send a powerful signal that the

excludes firms that are not yet
—asmandard tharwould have disquatified
global glants like Alibaba, Tencent,

Amazon, and Teska from going public in

Chinese £ valt

wor entrepreneurs. This contd Inspire a
new generation of Innovators, helping
China reclaim s pnsl(lnn as a global

Ching az th

leadez |

TP,
an PO system lke that In the United
Srates, where regulatory oversight empha-

Second, introducing a s(amte of lim-
Irattons on financial crimes could signif-

This e | ially rebevamt
In Ching, where, decades ago, it was
nearly impossiiie to obrain permits, fand,
or funding without resorting o bribery,
‘While starutes of limitations akready exist
within the Chinese lagal system, [ocal
governments often prosecute infractions
committed 20 or even .!IJ 5'eaﬂ ago, dis-
couragin; d causing

cymaking is essential for reducing uncer-
tnintes that deter domestic and forelgn
investors. China's ban on after-school
Tutorng serves a3 & cautionary tale. Before
the han was announced durlng the
summer of 2121, the Chinese edtech sec-
tor had established self asa global leader,
leveraging information technology to
offer scalable keamning opportunities for
children and acfulta. Many companles In
the sector were pubdicly traded unicarns
with valuatlons ebove 1 billion. But the
unaxpectsd policy shift dealta major blow
o the industry,

‘To be clear, the reasoning behind the

OPINION 9

potenitially dererring would-be iInnovators.

Lasaly, although Chinese laws osten-
sibly prozect private property and prl-
vate firms, entreprensurs often view the
playing field as heavily tited in favour
of majority srate-owned enterprises,
especlally when It comes to funding
ACCESE, BOVETIMENt procurement, lieen-
sing, and regulation, Correcting these
Imbalances could unlock the potentizl
of China's private sector o drive growth
and innovatlon.

HNone of this is to say that large-scale
fscal and moenetary nterventlons are
unnecessary. Bur the Institutional
reforms propased here could stimulate
Investment, joberention, and Innovation
withour Imposing a hlgher burden on

ban was nnm’lﬂm meriy, as
raised | concermns that children

successful businesspecple to conslder
emigration. Establishing a reasonable
starute of limitations would foster a fairer,
more predictable business environment
and encourage eNTERTENENS 1@ remaln
In the country.

“Third, rransparent snd conslstens pall-

were spending too much time in after-
schopl learning programmes narrawly
focused on Improving gredes at the
expense of creativity, sparts, and belsure.
Yesdespite these pood Intentions, the pal-
Ioy's abrupt Implementation fed o wide
spread uncertaingy and value destruction,

or in £ gOVErnmMent
deb( therehy steering the Chinese econ-
omy onte a healthler and more sustain-
able growth trajectory.

The guthor bs professar of fimdrce ad

Colurmbia Universny's Schoolof Intermatbonat
and Public Affairs, €Project Syidicate, 024

Roughhousing

PI.AIH POI.ITIG
ADIT PHADNIS

'nmore than halfa dozen states.
the Bharatlya Janats Pamy
(1P} is in the Opposition,

In Jharkhand it has been cur
of power for five years, but it
robustly critlcises the Jharkhand
Mukri Morcha, the ruling party,

Sandur constituency, where E
‘Tukaram had won in the previous
election, defeating the BIF.
Although in regionally dispa-
rate areas, the losses had one thing
In commen. A zection of the RIP
blamead it all om the state party pres-
bdenz, BY Vjayendra, whose father,
B § Yediyurappa, ks among the
Kamataks BIPS towering leaders,
‘This iz not the first internal spat
the party has faced in the state,
The current tussle is berween Mr
Vilavendra and the team headed
by former Unlon mindster and
MLA Basanagouda Patil Yamal.
Mr Yatnal and his eeam — cur-
renthy in Mew Belhi to petition the
BIP's leadership — say the pres-
Ident’s performance Is subopeimal,
They argue that Mr Vijayendra's

regularly, focusin
In governance and delivery. In
‘West Bengal, desplie perlodic
Internal  differences  among
leaders on how the Mamata
Banerjes-led Trinamonl Congress
guue!mnem should be targeted,
isflerce, In l‘unisb.
it lsye( o emerge as 4 significans
Opposition voice. Irtrles in Delhi.

Bur wherever it |s in the
Opposktion, nowhere is the party
as much 8t odds with iselfasitis
In Karnaraka. Internal squabbling
spdlled out inte the open after the
results of the by-elections lase
manth, all of which the BJP lost.
Three Assembly seats — Shiggaon,
Sancur, and Channapama — fell
vacant after thelr representatives
resigned on being elecred w the
Lok Sabha. The Shigraon seat was
held by BIP leader and former
chief minister Basavaral Bommal,
who was elected to the Haveri Lok
Sabhaseat.

Channuparna wis earlier rp-
resented by H 1 Kumarnswany,
who had defeated the B in the
previous election when his party,
ehe fanata Dal (Secular), was in alll-
ance with the Congress. Now he is
aUndon minister and a BIP ally.

The Congress retained the

The Matrix, reality and simulation

EYE CULTURE

only cred, k= are that he is his
farher's son. This ks not quite true;
His coneribution in growing the
BIP In'areas where it never had a
presence, |ke South Kamataks, has
been Impeessive. His eppoinment,
seven months after the BAP's dis-
astrous  performance (o the
Assembly electlons, suggested the
party's central leadership had
thought long and hard before giv-
ing him the jobx A leader was
needed who was acceptable all over
the szate. The Lok Sabha election
results showeed It was the right dect-
slon: The E1Ps national numbers.
came down in the Lok Sabha polls
but In Karmataka of the 28 Lok
Sabha seass, the BIF won 19,

But Mr Yarnal and oo feels Mr
Vijayendra should be sent home.
50 much so thaton the Wagfkand-
encroachment issue, Mr Yatnal
Ignoved the state party's cam-
paign, launching his own paday-
atra from Bldar with banners that
featured images of Prime Minlster
MNarendra Modi but none of Mr
Vijavendra. The Hidar unit of the
BIP flled police repaorts agalnst Mr
Yawmal. The group got Implicit
backing from the B L Santhosh
factbon as C'T Ravi, member of the
Legislative Councll and conskd-

ILLLSTRATION: BAMAY SINHA

in Karnataka

ered a Santhosh acolyte, |olned
the padayatra.

Assembly  elections  In
Karnntaka are due in May 20268,
Bur Mr Yarnal's ambitions are
undisguised, “1 am not a salfless
patiticlan or a saint. | will becomse
Karnataka's no 1 politician in the
coming days. The media will
come to me afier | become chief
minister,” he told bocal media in
Belagavi last weak.

Karnataka is one of the states
that triggered Hindu mobilisathon
In 1992 following the ldgah
Maidan eontroversy in Hubball
and contributed the Largest com-
plement of activists during the
Bam Mandir rath yatra. 1t Is not
knowm for indisciptine. And sothe
ordinary BIP worker Is confused.
He would Hke to see action against
dissldence, while acknowledging
that the issues raised by MrYamal
are kdeclogleally powerful.

Mr Vijayendra and his sup-
porters have seld they would be
hapgy to talk to Mr Yamal They
also feel rhis kind of activity
deralls the BJPs primary duty as
Oppaositlon.

But there are wheels within
whels. In the past, Siddaramaiah,
chief minister and Congress
leader, has had cordial refations
with Mr Yedhvurappa, Az his birth-
day celebrations four years agn,
when Mr Yediyurappe was chlef
minister, Mr Siddaramalah not
only attended the function but
complimented him on his com-
mitment and sincerity. Many in
the Yatnal group see o conspliracy
between the Siddaramalah-led
Congress group struggling to stave
off covert attacks from within, and
the Vijayendra-led BIP,

‘This b= only o susplelon: There
Is no facrual basis for it Mr
Vijayendra is conscious that he
has to show his mettle and re-
establish the BIP's primacy In
Kamataka, But his supporters say
he cannot do so with one hand
tied behind his back,

Returnofbadideas &
missing reformers

There are three perfectly timed triggers for this week's column: Oid,
povertarian instincts are baclk; the steelindustry lobbying for more
import duties; and the absence of reformers like A D Shroff

thisweek’s Mational Interest. First, the easy
virality of a social media post mixing up

India's gmq! leTJETJC product (GDF) with the
as d by market ¢

Them are three perfectly timed triggers for

Ires ar i
U‘)euark inegualities in our society.

Some really, really smart people fell for i
All pood people, after all, have their hearns In
the right place. India's Inequalities are deep,
wide, and in many ways getting worse. 5o, what
Is the argument?

It s just thar GDE |s the sum of all natlonal
Income in a year, whereas wealth i what you've
zaved up and bullt over your past incomes, the
murket value or capltalisation of your equity
holdings and your assets. Wealth Is not Income
and vice versa.

The total capltalisation of indian markets, clos-
Ing kn on $& trillion, is way more
than thecountry’s GOF. Ambanl,
Adanl, Birla, Tata, and all of
Iredla’s hlionatres will draw their
wealth mostly from it Mostof the
rest of us 142 hillion will contrib-
utea humbleshare io the GDP.

How could a mythalogy like
this, hewever romantic, find
such currency 33 years after
the 1991 reforms? This gives us
the fiest trigger: That old. pov-
ertarian instincts are back,
assalling the hearts and minds
of the smartest.

Thesecond i5the steel indus-
try douhling dewn on lobbying for even more
dutLeson lmpclns making Indla’ssteel among the

The price s

dnmcgtlc user—you and me—who huIJd.w hnmen
and buys sutomobiles; it's passed on to the glg
worker'sscooty, the farmer's iractor o plough, the
kadhal (wok) and humble chancha (spoon) in
your kitchen. This, when micro, small, and
medium enterprises are crying about steel prices
driving them to bankruptcy, and when the bigger

", the automakers, whisper toyou — looking
ledft ursed right oo Thake sure nobady 15 watching —
aboat shipping contalners sitting in our posts

0w it Expiases

NATIONAL INTEREST

SHERHAR GUPTA

of It in a crl de coeur In The Indian Express
(*Drearns of Viksit Bharat stumble over Nehnuvian
Impulses™), This shows how the cd defenders of
economlc reform, supporters of the Narendra
Modl government, are also hurting. The year's
G growth has been out by the Reserve Hank of
Inalin fo 66 per cent Our forelgn direct investmens.

the Swaranira Party (read his presclent interven-
tions i the Bajya Sabha debate on bank nationa-
ligatlon). H T Pasekh {farmer CMD of KCIC] and
later founder of HOFC) became a backer oo, The
I did not deger him. Therel 1
sty i this.

In January 1976, at the peak of Mrs tnﬂ.l'ldhl\.i

wower, T wis a

part of my ::umnu.]um 1was imerning for alx
weeks at The Times of India newsroom in New
Delhd. Fd come dutifully, walking from oy fasvou-
rte aunt’s place in Old Delhi's Bazar Sitaram, and
sitall day walting for work. The chief reporer, the
late 13 K Joshd, would give me none. Hewon'tevan
look at me, Once | gathered the coursge 1o ask
him why. He said, “You've graduated in science
with very good marks. 1 don't want you wasted in
Journakism. Go back. enrol in the chemical engi-
negrl ne gt your Panjab University.
"J‘hau[\l’lu helpyou geta licence toserupa factory

more than halved from $56 billlon In 2019-20 to
#5268 billion in 200524, and mending towards that
much at best this year. Trade Is stalled.

And the third was pure serendipiry. Earbierthis
week, | had the honour of befng Invited to speak
at the annual event of the Forum of Free
Enterprises (FFE) In Mumbal The FFE was set up
in July 1956 by Ardeshir Darstehaw (AD} Shoff
85 an inwellectual and philosophical counter to
Jawaharial Mehn's hard drive o the Left following
the Congress Parnes Industrial Policy Resolution
that April, which srangled indlan entrepreneur-

ke painis or tyres” He said he just couldn't

seen“hngh(ynungielbw rudned by journalism.
This was peak Emeargency. No freedom, no news,
no jobs and full censorship

Because | was persistent, one day, his face
twisted in thas "you are soself-destructive” smirk,
he bent and fished out an invite from hés trash
baskel. “Go cover this,” he sald, "and don't think
we'll pubdish it" 1t was w get meoff his back,

11ook a bus ride o the YMCA on New Delhi's
Jud Singh Road where M R Pal (then secretary of
FFE} was delivering a message on free markets,
and evlwauru; Mrs Gandhi's llcence-quota ral

d

shiip fior three and a half d
until PV Narasimbhn Hao broke
the shackles in 191,

This poticy divided Indlan
:ndmuymmnatepoﬁesﬁ.]sand
C. The first, the

£ rar. He was also distriburing li-
de bw;dets, e:zlldlwcusal!g such specific issues
a reglster for yout
WLI.I mnalling address fyou wanted tm keep recefv-
Iy these. Howr vy owin views on the economy, or
fically politcal evolved sub-

ihelghm belonged entirely to the
government {PSUE), category B
could have the private sector in
sorme aress where it already exdst-
ed, and C was open, but only with
Ncensing. It had masch appeal and
the Congress contnued to be re-
elected in sphe of the so-called
Hindu rate of growth. Indira
Gandhl mele[ed her father's

sequently ks owed to that encounter with FFE in
nosmall measmure.

1t is possible that the 1991 reform took the
energy out of FFE As if. with the philesophical
wvictory, that cause had been achleved, The forum
does live on with eminent lnwyer H P Banina as
president. But it's mo longer an intellectual pow-
erhouse that will reach out to people yoaung and
old in all pans of the country o counter the relent-
|ess refum nfbad uh:l Idaas. Import substitution,
1, for exam-

Socialist putsch with mass
betwean 1960 and 73. These included Mew India
Assurance and Bank ofIndin, borh of which Shroff
had helmed.

Shrodf had been A member of the elght-member
group of eminent Indisns who drew up the
Bombay Plan for India’s economy in 1944. Hewss
also a non-official member at the first Heetton
Wonds gathering. He and the Bornbay Plan los
the phllnanpmcn] hattle fior the direction of our
post: 1 free
spirle In him responded by bullding the FFE, an
Instimuzion that woulkd teach [ndians the virmes of

fovever, awaiting dearance, unfatterad entrepreneurship and the evils of gov-
Thelr issue lsn't pust the price. About 20 per  ernment controls. You can read more about hin

cent of the seel neaded by the yisof Inan Y Suchets Dalal.

the kind not yet made in India, The government, Here Is the frony. His inssitution fought Mrs

‘however, doesn't care, having gone full peotection- — Gandhd i her paak, It

Ist, Surjic Bhalln and Karan Bhasin hishlightsome  included Nand Palkhivala and Minoo Masand of

phal, retrespel:ﬂue taxation, protectionkam, the
rerurn of the big state, goodbve to privatisation.

For those who might sy it is risky to speak up
miven how powerful the establishment s,
remember A [} Shroff took on Nehru even on his
cenural argument. Capitalisrm, Nehm said, wes bad
for demiocracy and political freedoms; Shroffasid
Irwas his kind of soclalism that came loaded with
that venom, and that economic and political free-
doms must g3 hand in hand. India’s economic
reform has Jos steam, s dliding backwnrds insome
areas, and an institurlon Hke the Foeum of Free
Enterprise is missing just when i's most needed
— o protect our hard-won economic freedoms in
1991, Now, you ean seewhy this was the third and
the most troukling of these mrgrers.

Hyaperiatarmngemae with ThePrint

Does the captain still takeitall?

ATANU BISWAS

The Muerix, where Neo, the pro-
tagonkar, lives In the yz-ar TII)!J and,
ntly, in

It‘s 25 years of Keanu Reeves starrer

philosopher Mick Bestrom argueed thar
posthumans might possess
wpmmmpuizrscapshleolrunrﬂng

liveinasimulacrum, were interviewed,
Indeed, there have been numerous
notable pmpnmmssnddehmeﬁnm)e

Intricage. AMCESLOrs,
‘where the simulated entlties exhibita
formof artificial consclousness. In
agsence, itwould besimilarious
anclent Athensor Ufjain.

world thet |s a fake-out version of the
late 20th century, created by 21st-cen-
tury artificial intelligence (Al) to
enalave humanity. The flm popalar-
1zad the notton that we are all actually
Iying in Nuid pods, acting as feedsteck
for machines, and that reality isan
[Muston. The concept s as old as
Plate's Reprublic and as modem as
Elon Mugk's Twitter fead.
Pormany years, sch-fl has
emphasied woples | ke compurer
gaming, virtual reality, and AL For
Instance, Danlel F Galouye's novel
(1964 ) diesc

tual

cltycl

Bostrom's argument presents o
trilemma: Eithersuch simulations are
not created due to technofogleal
constraints or sel-destruction,
advanced civilisatlons choose notio

proposingthatthe
entireuniverse m@nhca massive
cpuamtum computer, MIT physicistSeth
Loy toolcthesimuladon theory tothe
mextlevel, And Elon Musk dlaimed In
2M6that the Hkelihood tht we-are truly
livinginthe physical universe. or "hase
realiry,” isome inabillion. Thisconcept
Isthoroughlyexarnined in David
(Jhalmers mns(rmen(bmk, Reality+:

developthem, orwe, b
certalnly Hving in one. Hostrom
concluded thar “we would be ratfonal
tothink that we are likely among the
simulated minds rather than among
the original hiological ones.” The total
number of simulated ancestors, or
“Sims." would far cutnumberthe total
number of real ancestorsif evena
smn!l.p:ﬂbmmmmn performed
ions" Bostrom

Enmwkgrresemh.mimthe
simulated inhahlrants possess
cansciousness, with ol bat oneunaware
of'th f thelr wling

Virtual
Fhulosapie(2023),

And canwe hack it ifwe'relivingin
acomputersimulation? David
Anderson, a computar schentizs atthe
University of California, Berkaley,
asked this question. Inreallty, The
Marrix and the *simulation theery”
therein appear more relevant than
everinthis Al era. Mark Zuckerberg,

YES, BUT...
SANDEEP GOYAL

ver the past four decades,

ince brands began hir-

img  cricketers  for
endorsemants, the captain of the
Indian team has always had a
distinct edge and a clear advan-
tage. Brand managers have
Irwvariably favoured the captaln
ower any of his team members.

asserted that "unl now Hving
Ina stmulation, our descendants will
almostcertalnly neverrun an

-Gt

Furthermare, it's commeonly hald
thataspeech novellss Philip K Dick gave
In Framce in 1977 provided the
srructural inspiratton for The Marrix,
highlighting themdesim‘]g:ns fmm

which "stm-thisory™ Iyl

‘The depth of the rabhit hole was
demonstrated by MIT computer
sclentlst Riewan Virk, author of The
Simulation Hypothesis (2019).
According to Virk, this Indicates thar

one"h liry”and

popularty. Afewyearsaﬁe:rthe flm's
release, “simukation theory ™ was

nume rous “simulated realitles.” So,
which reality — theone base reality or
they

formalk
people ane Hkely presat, coded

lated reatirles — ATE yOu

vho aimed afull Sunil G kar, India cap-
1) venvionmentakinto The  taln in most of the Indlan
Marrix, may amest iothat, Withthe cricket team's outings from 1976
stateofknowbedge and technology 0 1985, was amongss the first to
woday. the simulstion hypothesls can't feature in commercials — his
e conclusively demaonstrated or Dinesh sultings campalgn and

disproven, forsure, However, wouldn't
everything be pointless fwe were
really Hvingin a computer simutation?
Buswho cares! an't Musk, a fervent
supporterof thetheory, the wordd's
moest capitalistic person?

Regardless of The Mairix, Nick
Bostrom, Elon Musk, nr[hg

peculiari

mnst]lhatymbeln? “)1.1[ h

we
might still be living In "base reallry.”
O perhaps the world we inhabit is the

of hase reallty.”

“statistes, fnadar

NSt 1adign and bedmng in th lgher,

matwempmhsblylwlngins lnucd.neyAschu—dl:ea&dlel

computer simulation mther than as documn A Gl 4 truest

“real” and substantial Is. In peoplewith ingy fves,

his 2003 paper “Are You Living na Irecludi philosophers, and

ComputerSimulatkon? Swedlsh likeable kooks wh 1gly think the: Staristical Institue, Kotkoate

hls Thums Up ads were trend-
setters of the 1970s and "80s.
Mone of the famous spin gquar-
tat — Bishan Singh Bedi, EAS
Prasanna, BS Chandrashekhar,
o Srinivas Venkatamghavan, ol
Gavaskar's contemporaries —
were featured in commercials,
despite thelrequally impressive
cricketing achievements.

The 1983 World Cup winning
India captain, Kapll Dev, first
appeared as brand ambassador
for Boost in 1986 or 1987, He
then featured In the famous

"Palmolive da fawaaeh nafin®
shaving eream commercial, His
compatriot and vice-captain
Mohinder Amarnath, who was
Man of the Maich In both the
semis and the final of the 1953
Warld Cup, howewer, got no
endersem ent ContTacts.

In lager years, capalns Dilip
Vengsarkar, K Srlkkanth, and
Arharddin did noe capture the
Interess of the marketing world,
reor dd any other cricketers. Bug
then, Capeal hin

dwarfing all his teammates.
Rohit Sharmn, desphs being the
team's hit-man, had a lukewanm
run with brands till he denned
the mantle of captaincy. After
his elevation, his endorsements
suddenty morethan doublad. in
count and In valie.

Has the axom that the cap-
taln-takes-all started to wane
somewhat in the pass few years?
After the bongish relgn of captain
Kohli (66 Tests + 95 ODIs + 50
T20s)and the Ennings

armved and opened the endorse-
ment fleodgates, He took the
baton from Kapll Dev with the
leonic "Boost 18 the secret of
energy” campalgn and went on
to appear in ads for MRE, Pepsd,
Adidas, and many more. No
other cricketer during his relgn
recelved ns much attention.

Temdulkar, despite being retired

for almost a decade, continues
o be wooed by beands,
Captains Sourav Ganguly
(ararting with Parry's, Hero
Honda and mora) and Rahul
Dravid ikdeking off with Klssan,
Palmalive, Pepsi, Castrol ...) fol-
lowed in Tendulkar's footsreps
with blistering knocks on the
endoesernams front during thedr
Innings, and continue o be
sought after even today. Much
the same happensd with captain
. His teammates
Yuvra) Singh and Wirender
Sefwag got a few endorsements,
too, but the captain outscored
them by miles. And then came
‘irat Kohll, who nearty hit a cen-
tury in brand endorsements,

of captatn Rohit Sharmai21 Tests
+ 48 ODls + 62 T20s), we sud-
denly have a number of Indla
capaains, across different for-
mats, In our mids: Ajinkya
Bohane (6 Tests + 3 ODIs + 2
T20s), K L Rahul (3 Tests + 12
Olils +1 'T20), Jaspelt Bumeah (2
Tests = 2'T20s), Shikhar Dhawan
(R2000s = 3 T20s), Hardik Pandya
(3 ODEs + 16 T20s), Rishabh Pant
(5 T208), Rumrn) Galkwad (3
T20s), Surys Kumar Yadav (13
120 urscd Shobaman GIL (5 T20s),
Rohit Sharma may still be the
first among equals, but today,
halfa dozen others are probable
claimants to the captain's crown.

This has truly opened up the
endorsement markat, which has
become move fragmented than
ever before. However, It | sdll
the captaind who dominate
brand endorsements. Virat
Kokl and Rehlt Sharma remain
hot beand favourites, for sure.
Bur SKY (Surya Kumar Yadav)
also endorses over 20 brands —
UniScholars, Maxima, Boulr, 55
Cricket, JioClnems, Royal Stag

and Reehok, among others. Pant
has at least 15 brands that he
sells; Adidas, JSW, Realme,
Cadbury, and Zomat belng
some of them. Pandys, too, has
more than 20 gmbassadorships
—  Gamrede, BlgMuscles,
Hyundai Exter, Soubed Store and
Fancode Shop belng some of
them. Gl s a slezling hot frvou-
rite with brands, especially those
targeting Gen £, He s today the
face of Coca-Cola, G-Shock,
Balaj Altlanz, Tuta Caplsal, Ceat
und IIC Fiama, beslides others.
Bumrah and Rahul are also
somewhat in demand.

'The spoils of the advertsing
WaFsEEMy D have got masa evenly
democratised and distribured
amongstthe very many captains
today — the recognition of belng
named the top gun seems to
automatically atteact brands,
Brogdening the captaincy has
obviously benefimed the various
Intertmystand-in/WIF {work-in-
progress) eaptains. [t has sub-
stantlally enhanced thelr heand
walue. Non-captains still face
reslsiance.

I was reading the proposed
contract of one of the younger
turks the other day — It sald
that If the player were to be
named captain in any formar,
his endorsement fees would get
boosted by 50 per cent
Instantly. Obviously, being cap-
tain, even today. counts for
much more than just leading
the India Xl on the fleld.

Theauthor ks cairmn of Rediffusion
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Stalled demand,
sluggish growth

There is no crisis in the Indian economy, but
structural drivers of growth must be reinvented

riets got the September quarter GDP
nurmber wrong wiken it came in at 54%
instead of the widely expected 6.5%. But they
were mostby fight about the ouscome of the
Monetary Policy Commdtiee (MPC) meeting which
endod on Priday. RBE has loept interest rmtes unchanged
asexpocted and also aconpied that itwas unwarrantedly
Iuallish abosit growth. The annual growth fonecast or
202425 huas ty0vw been brought down in6.6% instead of
7.2% I the October resolution of MPC What is
nobeworthy isthat Friday's downward revision o
growth fs reot just on account of asubpar performance in
thie September quarter. Growth forocasss for quarters
ending December 2024 and Manch H125 now stand ot
6.8% and 7.2%, respectively, instend of the 7.4% for both
bt qliarter Oxctober resolutk
To besure, RBT s katest proection il inthe
ballpark of 6.5 7%, which is whiant the 2023-24 Economic
Survey projectid in July this year. The current team in
e finance minkstry has been known to be conservative
i s growth projections: they are o critiol premise
Ibehind buadgetury cnloulations, This means REs
dehmm;hmhmhwm
fiscal implications. This bs good news.
WMmmmmmmhmnmm
muscroscononmbe fromt. While there are the usual

e fouind in a demand-side problem — alegacy of the
post-prnsdemic recovery. It is not without reason that the
chief coonomic sdvisor, while speaking nan Assocham

passing the gains wemployees in better salaries, which
mmwawmnm

:whmemmmﬁnnmm

Caneconamic policy do anything else to brenk this
vickous cycle apart from urging private capital to change
thee class distribution of the value it creates?

Fiscal policy would like monctary policy to take on
il baton now., The former has already entened
consolidation mdsde and it mast comtinue to do so
align deficit and debt levels to stated goals. Given the
fiact that 2005 bs a lowe-risk vear with only two ste
elections (Delhi and Bihar), even the politcal incentives
for a fiscad splvrge would be pretry low, Monetary
poticy, 52 e moment, seems o be none committed o
‘muilding sure that inflation aligns with the 4% trget ona
durabibe basis. RET has mucde it more than choar that
irrespective of whether inflation isinching up because
nl')usl potatoes and ondons or n general overheating in

cvomomy, it will focus andy on the headline
Rlp‘nna« it i the formes which b drbving inflagion,

oo be fialr 1o RBY, it s ondy doing what it has been
asked to do under India’s inflition
wihibch treats benchnark inflation as the target. It isup
oy the government. not REL to tweak Us mandate.
‘Whilke the central bank could begin reducing mtes i
P!Eﬂlﬂlﬂh‘mlﬂ'}' Wﬂllﬂabl#\mmm

already reports i bedrg adh
l&mdbmudﬂrunmﬂymmmiymm

Is there o larger tkesway? There is no crisls in the
Inddian ecogionmy at the moment. Both fscal and
monetary policy can afford to be havkish in their
cyclical outhook. But there must be o rethink on
retnventing the structural drivers of growth foe the
Indian economy,

HT 4o
OPINION

Left-Right tango
leaves France in
governance limbo

The political crisis in Paris
could not have come at a
mone InopPortumne moment
for the country and Europe

n rﬂlunp«:. llK' tlm:n rrmrkm
Emmung| M

Tﬁ:;l‘l:“lk'-#dlmﬂfﬁ;l‘l In-llrl

dudau-luulnnn

M.mmll dcigriir pfamednphnm
I?-qmrz:nnl 7

wnllkmwmm llhhu.l
et which in bo suggedd 40 hl!linn o in
wmdln' Lus and N bsillion suros in ax
wosalid huree e cwght
nuula-nmwmmhmmmu-n
prescrited by Brussels. The Ledt partics had
mﬂ!hﬂtﬂrlhmmufmwmrﬂ
the no-comfidence motion. The millkon-cu,
qestsan was wivel wissld Marise
i the event, she wo veded bn levour of the

m
s that it s

llidenice imation thio Int]ll(lhlt Tate of

ofifical ko fho Macron wa m
o i thee edoioreie i Suly, The resalis of that
wlection arr foo el knewn o beat sy repe:
thom hete, The resmbiant Choe-siy spait in the
FFrench partiment, with o polifical faction
enjrytng o majority, is what has led to
he present crisis

Macron may have thought he
Ibotghe hanmetf vabimbde time whon be
wppoimted the expariended Michel
Iarmier, of Brexit negotiations fame,

fportant b ans-
jthcal cgives khlnﬁ ik The
i o !mﬁvuzmwdh

Vol ol 577 e i it Friotch i linsme ), but

with mo oiber political disprasation oyl

ai absobibe maorky, no hill unln-
unbees the Macron paemy joims hands
with the extreme Left. which they are
Boath 10 o, 11 by mot as if Barnies
ignered the claims of Le Pen in bis
busdget b oo the comtrarny, e
did put off the electricity price

Pas
lysé it

nwwla:m':wolummmr Mohan Lr:;mhﬂck;:n«wzuhs“n.‘
government. But be proba e the mtives

oo with ifae beacher oo e Far-Right Kumar Well, for e thing she desperatcly
Natlorad Rally, Marine Lt Pen, wha, - wants ta wiz| ihe Fremch prosidency

Mhavierg emorged s the “quecnmal”.
[pulled the phag va the Barmier government by
suppaning & motlon of ne-confidence on
Dhcwanbery 4 invide Fresch pariasnent Bamle
now hs the dubioun distinction of being the
ember (of the shorieat poasible tme in
nd: Iitory. For l‘muknerl:rm Illl

"
amother prember withoul amy delay
Ad the oot of all this was the lesr e
Horthxming year. France has (ed s
s fior severnd years ow. Whd il meass.
in In'fm]ul parianor i that the French fscal
selfcit i o G Domestic Prod
it (G u-ww Dlllllll\:mlrnl The

lfoe States that belong o the Enropoan Foo-
e and Missitary Urikon. The French flacal
sheflicit b projectod 10 o over §% for fhe curmont

next me around. Bud she s under
Imstigation -h-rru Lo (L) par-
linmnent on embeazloment. 1T
|mmmnwnmmummu
olfice for five years = the verdict is due in
March niext r:m ean fofee Macron ko
resign and e the
alee can have o Last ahot ot Lhe
i b shu eninng her muncles av s i
and sigmalling to hey convifwency that she b
agaimst EL-inspired austerity meeusures that
will affect the parchasing power of orlimry
cittrem.
mmmh “mlhtmu ﬂmawﬂhrh " m

1 o sarying her W

Im by the memm mosl
thimg bt wrild das, ierefore, is o find & repince
ment for Tearnber. That bs not poing to be cay
Deecaigie (here b B granTes e enl premier
will ot foce the same fate as Barnier. And

NEW DELHI
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Abthe rootof th crists ws.

matn hmmlmmumh

Frnmoe by
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oubd thst en, Macron will fsoe immerse
pressany o resign and oall for fresh presiden:
Al et

His preferred eption, therelane, will be o
Thang on saenebiow, eeen with 2 bechnical g
wermment. wlll Jidy newt year, when be can again
call for legisative elections,

Whey b thee Drudkgrs such  bag deal in Framo?
Weell, the sverage French perscn has a degree
of entidement and cxpoctation from the
evmment (hat i usparalieied in Burepe. They
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Franor could sot have come o1 8 worse time,
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we eloct
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veryone i B i1 6o o 50 its Wheni
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of discrimination, the piblic library
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[y o Kibrary service, some sy that (hey will
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wchange by what produces o werse of commamis

irue that [ibraries have costs, from the build-
imgs wnd land they ceup 10 the boak and
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US] and Europe. extracting ncressing
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Iy everyone, they mist be open 1 everyone.
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Justnotsport
Use of stadia for concerts, rallies deplorable

HE 1 ol 1 ¥ Ladin

in the nationsd copitil for non-Spors events i

i ol acdvertisement for acountry that aspines

to host the Odympic Games in 2006 The Sports

Authority of India’s (SAD reply o an RT1
qquery has revenked thet ondy 11 of the 131 events held at
Jerwnhardal Netwu Stadium this year were relited to sports;
the rest ineluded concents and programmes orgsnised by
Eovernment organisations, NGOs and political parties.
Indchirs Gandlhi International Stadiim hosted 48 event s, of
which just five pertained to sports.

The sorry state of nffsirs was glaringly highlighted
whenpopu b singer-octor Difjit Dosanjh's conoert, held ut
Jawnharkal Nehng Stadiim on October 26-27, left o tradl of
gbage and broken athlctics equipment. The mess
prompted Beant Singh, a Delhi-based numnet to vent his
anyger on social medin, Sl mdng the organisers for mide
g the stadinm inscoessible for truning for several doys,
Thes lamentesd the badk of respect and support for sportsper-
sonsinthecountry. His outhurst has mr.mml wath fellow
players, but it seerns tok nmoved

The SAL set up 40 years ago with the cbjectives of pro-
moting sports and achleving sporting excellence at the
natiorl and intemational levels, urgently nisdatoget its
peiorities right. Last year, in its performance audit report,
tha Covmptrolor & Auditor General of Trick husd tadoen the
premier sports body totask for focusing mone onnevene
genemthon and renting oul stadiume for non-s ports func-
tiona Thebittertruth isthat Indio's consistent rise on the
global geopolitical stage bs in stark contrast to is lggamd
stntus in imternationad sports The below-por performanoe
in this year"s Olympics has shown that the nation has a
wery long way to go before it can beoome o sparting pow-
erhouse, The least that cn be done s to enaure that sta-
dinane not misused for commercial purposes.

Reviving Aravallis
Project to reclaim vanishing hills takes shape

HE Amwalll Green Wall Project, an eco-

restorstion initistive by the Unbon Environ-

ment Mindstry, promises Lo bea turming point

in combaiting banel degradaton and desertifi-

euticn, Covering over 1.1 million hectares
serosi Haryan, Rajesthan, Gujaratand Delhi, this 1,400-
Temongand 5-kmwi de green comidor aims Lo restore the
Armvalli hills' eeologienl vitality, Once a thrving coosys-
tem of hills, forests, fisuna, sepuifirs and rotural drinage,
the Aravallis now bear the unfortunate distincuon of
being the country's moet degraded fovest range. Over 30
hillocks have already vanished, particulirly in Hiryana's
Curugmm, Parbdabad, Mewst, Mabendmgarh and
Rewnrd districts. Relenthess urban expansion hos replyced
vendant landacaped with conenide jungles, disnipting the
eoulogical balance, Within decades, hubatots thriving for
millennia now teeter on the brink of odindion The cost
dl}uldwdrmsml}un bem immense, with the logs of

nd drying
mdmtm]xnundmrncm FATLS
Inspired by Seuch Arabia's groen inftintives, the Green
Wall Project aims 1o reverse this destroction. Indigenous
mﬁm‘dmrﬂmnl\rmmhmnm
s prosctive such as reviving 76 water
bodies and mestoring 35,000 hectures of degraded lancl,
woaeripalifly the potential of oo laborative efforts amon g stistes
10tk this environmesital crisis. The Weoekd Bark bs sup-
];m:m wnmmmmuammmrwmm-ﬁm
Wity

However, the project’s success &mnd.s on enforcing
ennservastion ke o prevent legal mining and encroacl-
ments. Preserving legnl safeguands, such as the Punjpb
Land Preservation Act, is erucial. The stabes must tran-
scend politionl bounidaries to protect these shamd eodlogh
ol tremsures. The Groen Wall Project is a fight to recliden the
Aravallin and wverse decades of destruction. With mbust
pﬁhumﬂqmﬂnmm mlmrnmmmmm!.
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Playing fast & loose with secularism

Acommunal frenzy that feeds off each other is alive and wellin parts of India and Bangladesh

OREIGN  Secretary
Vikrum Misri's visit to
Bangglades h fos fored gn
office  consultations
eurly mext week 18 not
one second late in coming.
Between Dhalen's arrest of the
ISKOON-reluted Hindu mank;
Chinmoy Krishna  Das, on
trumped-up sedition charges
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minds-
ter Yopi Adityansth's abasrd
rernarion on the “same DNA" that
compects  the Mughal king
Babur's destruction of temiples
In  Ayodhys, Sambhal  and
today's Bangladesh, it's fair to
say that o communal feeding
freney that feeds of feach other is
alive and well in parts of both
Indio und Bangladesh.
Adityvanath's remuics ane hand
Iy unique, The RSS recently
colled on the “government of
Bharat” to prevent strocities on
Hindus and other minorities in
Bangladesh, while BIP looder in
West Bengal Suvendu Adhdlcort
has thieatened a trmde embargoif

ot Yogi A

Rt Pr

ny o Lhe uenbumlthy eiseng of Hin-
dutvn politicn with a stmtegc
insenstivity, epedally  dnoe
India's allmportant nelghbour
oot is nquestion. AL tetime, the
Ministry of External Affurs held
it poonace, bt it ook bot of effort
to assige then Bangldeshi
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasing
thist she shoukin't take the polit.
dan’s memarks personally,

At the tieme, PM Moch had been
fully mvoblad in revnmping
Innclia’s nelaticns with its saxtern

When Adityanath and
Shahave seenas
spokespersons of the
ruling party, inthis
case by Banglaclesh,
the fallout escalates
and often acquires
alife of its own.

” h ] Yiorus' 1
o't stop attacking Hindus,

Naor bs Addyanath the first big
BJIP leader to speak his mind.
Back in 2018, then BIP presi-
dhent and current Home Minister
Amit Shah dismeribsodd
Bangladeshi migrants intoIndia
s “termites™ — he wsed the Hin-
ol word “deemak” — and prom-
ised that cach of them would be
struck off the electorad rolls. It s
another matter thot 43 per cent
of “forelgnes” in  Assam
between 1071 and 2004
(2081247 528 people) the Awsam
Government  conceded  this
Augant, are Hindus,

Shalv's undip

r— Shuh's o
mnatituted o great setback.
Modi  well understood  that
Bangladesh i certainky far too
important 8 country W Lake for
wranted atany tme.

Thut's why Msri's visdt 1o Dha-
ko iz = important, Ever ginoe
Havina fled to Delhl in eady
August, laternd tes have plum-
mited. The two countries have
been ot loggerheads over most
things, inchuding why the s
called mevolution was allowed 4o
meoch & crescenco of viokenoe,
which ended in Hasina's dramat-
e Aaght to safiety, Dhuko believes
'I.hnt Ichiss delibwrately nefuses o

remarks
wene protubly mode with the full
forve of forvs ght s are lestimo-

i Hasina' role
irvthe degrodution of Bangladesh,
whileDelhd o thelife of tsedfcan-

ot comipeehend why Banglackssh
wants fo wilhully emse today the
memory of ioons like Mujibur
Rahmian and dump i in te i gno-
ninious dusthan of history,

The problem, of cousse, is o
[ oonfounded When
Aditvanath and Shah ane seen as
spakespersons of the nuling paty,
in this cose by Banglodesh, md
when Dedhi refuses 1o either pub-
Hdy conunm: them or privitely all
upin thern s refradn Fom making
the statermerits thry do, the faliout
escnlabies snd snowballs and alen
moxpuires i Life of it ram.

Worse, when ncian politicans
occuse Banglaclesh i pobticians of
dhotyg what they often do o home
— for eample, Adityanath'’s

death anniersan: The CM's mewtmmrmsnrrmnm m

ullderer  justies” hus often

serhictin 2008 —inwhich the Mus-
i e gave: up the claim 10 the
sxnctum sanclonim real estate on
which the Ram temple hid once
been destroyed in 152 ond the
Baabrt Maugad bnglt by  beutenant
of Babur — it was hoped that the
Hindu sicle wouldnt thump its
chest and flaunt s victory.

That hasn't quite happened, of
course, Inst ead of bein g satisfed
with wresting the Ram temple
back, sggressive Hindu litigants
have trgeted more and maoee
mtes, from  the Gyanvapi
g e bo the Krishna Jusmaly
haomi to the Sambhal mosque
I's as if ey are thirsting to
wreak vengeance on past injus-
tice, fo matter they have nofist.
person experience of the injus-
tioe in question.

Imagine how the playlook
pliys out in Basgladesh, ulready
seething with anger over the
despotic Hasina feeing 1o India
The Banglckeskd misdia rejects
the charge that the Yimus gov-

mmeanit that houses owned Iv H\u
Rt haveet | natedy
demolished, as 10 hous-

s owned by Hindus — or when
Indian potiticians openty cull for
the so-calied “return”™ of disputed
st ool worship, foreg bn Vinnast
and Mathur, even if it violates
the Placea of Worship Act, 10891,
they sinction the communal pal-
ftics in neighbouring countries

Inelion secular stte and the nest
of the neighbouthood hus been
pain tosee for decaces — in fact,
theneighbourhond s oflen helkd
up Inchia’s democratic sensilality
a8 o role moded 1t is nobody's
cuse thot Inchans of all palstical

et ke not ing minor-
thes at home, bat it s dear that
the ISKCON monk ix o light ning
rexd. He has becorme a full guy. it
will be oay 1o sacrifice him.
Imagine, too, what the BIP's
palitics of Hindutva does to the
BIP's own fomeign policy — it
undenmines India, of cowrse, but
1t ulso undermenes Modi, who in
his third term certainly wants to
Ieave o mark, even o legocy,
The irony is thot Modi has
crecitably held his own else
where. He has held Indis steady
nguinst Jor Biden's sanctions
aggaingt Russia, he is preparing
to ded with Trump, he has
oggreesd fo swallow his pml.r vis-di-

olonirs never wiesked vengean,
on their minorithes, o thot justice
wis denied o these minonties,
often for long periods of tme —
tusth the Congress and the BIP
ot been guidty of perpetrating
rols. The difference bs that
Tndia's judiciury more often than
10t gk tuth to powee Detmioe-
pacy was more than pustoword,
Even whin compromises were
fnely wrought, as in the Ram Jon-
mabhomi dispute which ended
with & medisted Sugreme Court

vis China and he b d ouit
even 1o the Taliban inan effort to
stabilise the neighbourhood,

And then there is Bangladesh
— & country that Indin helped
midwifie buck in 1971 and assist
edwith givingitan kentity of its
owr It would be truly tragic if
Trabin were to luse Bangladedh
today because some short-sight
e Iralinns are intent on playing
fust and loose with ane of the
greatest ideas of our tirmes = an
ke colledd secularism,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Reforms and the Lee report

AT the time of writing, we do not. have before us the official
communication concerning the decizion of His Majesty's
Gevernment an Uhe Lee report, whichwas b be bssued on Fri-
day evening. But judging from the semi-official statements
thist hawve appeared on this subjet in the English Press, and
not forgetting what the present British Government might be
esepected todo bn this motter, i S ey o antbeipate that decd-
sdon. Tt is proctically certain that the Bill which i about to be
introduced in Pariament will embody provigions W give
effiect to all the principal recommendations of the Lee Com:-
migsion The fact that many of those recommendations have
been strongly and unequivecally condemmned both in the
Indian Press and the Legidative Assembly connot possibly
varry any welight with o government composed of Comserva-
tives, reactionaries ond die-hards. To all these elements in
British polities, the contentment of the Services in India and
the instruments of their policy have always been far mone
Important than the contentment of the people themselves
and the present is essentially a matter in which the two are
in conflict. We are nod, indeed, sure, as we have said already,
‘that even the Labour Gy would h T subst,
tially more responsive to Indian opinion in such o matter,
though it ks quite probable that in some minoe details it
would have made o show of deferring o Indian opinion as
wexcpre ssid in the Assembly The present government can eas.
ily dispense with such a pretence,

Bigotry is the disease of ignorance, of morbid minds. —thomas firson

Doing ones bit for
anoble cause

OF Gang

N recent decades, our society hag become tnoressingly

materialistic. Ethiol and mora) values are on the decline,

There ia o mad race o accumulate money and posses:
shons, A few yeurs ago, | read a news report about a ‘dylng’
mission hospital in Ferozepur 1 recalled on incident that
happenid {0 my home town Jaitu (Partdkot district) when 1
wis absout nine years old, | mng up my Mumbai-based elder
brother to kneow the detabls, He told me Uhat our mother hisd
Tiblen il ot home and nesded urgent attention. No medicl
help was svillablie in the town ot that Ume. Her condition
was 20 critical that we had no time to walt for o bhoond, a
threeawhevler that used to ply between the own and nearby
plices. So, she wis ciarmied in o handeart to the milway sa-
tion, frogn where she wis Wken to the Feroeepur hospital
‘There, she wis operated upon and was cured

It disturbred me thot an institution that had saved my
mother’s life was on it deathbed | wrole a letter to the
howpital authorities, offering my sssstance. In his reply,
the medical superintendent sidd he and his wife had
Joined the hospital 26 years ago, The mainbenance expens-
ed and staff salaries had increased over the vears. The hos-
pital was surviving on the money paid by patients as OFD
few and indoor treatment charges.

1 decided to visit the hospital. The opportunity amived
when 1 went Lo Juitu to atte nd a cond dlence ceremony: From
there, 1 travelled to Ferome pur which i o bout 80 lan aw iy,
and paid homage to Shaheed Bhajgat Singh, Rajgur and
Sukhdev at the Hussainbwals martyrs’ memaorial The next
moming, | met the doctors at the hospital and took stock of
the situation The 120-bechded hospital, spread over 11ames,
had an operation theatre, ICU, laboratory, Xray and ulta-
sound machines and other fcilities,

Things went from bad to worse after the outbreak of the
Covid-18 pandemic. Moreover the hospital was allowed o
spend only 20 per cent of the money reoehved from patients
having Ayushman cards. Doctors okl me that superspecial-
ists ind state-of-the-urt equipment were required in every
department of the institution. Amid the scarcity of funds,
Lhey were pinning their hopes on big donatkons, | promised
fodo my bit for givieg the honpital a new lease of Bfe, Recent-
Iy, the misdieal superntendent prenvided o Bat of mochines
and other items that were needed urgently, 1 made the pur-
chase and despotehed the goods by couriee

It has given me great satisfhction to contribute 1o a
noble cause. Money is notan isue for me gnce [ am get-
ting a handsome pension. Our soclety would regain its
humane essence if more and more well-off people come
forward Lo bail out those institutions which helped them
‘berome succossiul and prosperous.

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Choose less water-intensive crops.
Apropes of ‘Groundwater origis’; Punjab and
H:q w0 w fucirye o Jooming waker erisis due

inef:
I‘lwntwnﬁﬁ'mmmllml a lack of mvare-
ress about sustainable pructices. The conse-
ruences of lgnoring this erels sre dire —
depletion of aquifiers, reduced agrioul il out-
it and o poten tal collapse of rural Tvelhoods.
Ste ¥ fiem dogt
water inlensive cropa, promo Sig mio-emm.
thon techndques and | thvisd

BJP reoriented its

With reference Lo "BJP oll the way'; the saf
fron party’s emphatic win in Maharashira
indicates that it's a force to reclkeon with, It
also shows Lhat the Modi-Shah dio’s mag-
ic i going from strength to strength, The
BJP did not do very well in the Lok Sabha
elections, However, i was quick to learm
legsons, reorented its electoral strategy
and made targeted endeavours 1o record
resounding wins in stole dlections The

harvesting systerns must be undertaken, Gov

on

of greoundwater mogulations,
SANIAY CHOPRA, MOHALL

Create awareness among masses
Apropos of 'Groundwater orists"; water deple-
tiory ha weached alaming proportions dus to
sty rakndill, sustadned groundwater pump-
g W meet the growing populstion’s needs,
urhanisation, pollution, destruction of vegeta-
ton and deforestation. From time o Gme,
eagerts have been gving suggestions Lo the
pverments o chevk the callous mase of
proundwater o agricultural, industrial and
chornesstic sectons, but o no avall. Micm-demige-
ton, diversification of furming, ourbing
wastage of waber for industrial and domestic
use qnd gpreading public mwareness shout
Jadicious harwsting and mnservation of this
precious natural resouroe are a must o avoid
the ddverss effecs of the dépletion of ground-
water on the ervironment and the people,

B KANG, HOSHIARPUR

Choose rainwater harvesting
Refier to 'Groundwater crisis’, the depletion
in the groundwater leveds isa matter of cone
oern for uralists amid owrextraction
for pnd:ly furlrnnr. Sustainable uumuuun-
wgroforestry can lead to wu-mrm:-rnl pr.n:
e, M efficient

| cadies of the RSS also played a
crucial role in the BIF's triumphs. The win
im Maharashtra balds great significance for
the party that not only has a strategic edge
over its opponents but alss the knack to
capitalise on their weaknessed.

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

New CM an asset to the party
Refer to “The importance of being Fad-
novis' (Trystxsand Twrms); the picture show.
img Devendra Fudnavis in the driver's seot
suys it ol What he deserved has been
restored 1o him. Mare than Exnath Shinde
realining the truth about his depleted bar-
guiming power, it was the humility and heft
of Fadnavis that persaaded the former o be
the ew CMs dheput v for the good of the rul-
ing coalition and Maharashtre But he must
bewary of the undercurrents us unlike him,
former CMs have seldom reconciliad to a
Junior role. Inany case, the BJP can gainful-
Iy ket in b in the long nin

LALIT BHARADWAJ, PANCHKILA

Focus diverted from real issues
Apropod of “Polities behingd ‘redress’ of wacl
property rows”; the resolut lon of wagf proper-
ty chisputes, often entangled with religious
and cultural sensitivities, has become o focal
point it he contemporary politicl di

Claims  about  temples  beneath historie
mosques and shrines are not new but have

ek, uning supple mental imgation through
eunials 18 imperative for grou ndwaler conser-
vation, To curb evenaploitation, a rational
prower s pply scherne can be frustful, Further
more, rainwater harvesting should be mple-
mented to prevent water loss,

ARPITA ANAND, CHANDIGARRH

galned I mecent years. Histonical
Iy, India has been home to diverse cultures
ond religons, where shared spaces evolved
through aenturies of comdsence. This politi-
chistion diverts forus from the setunl ises of
preserving heritage and upholkding legal and
constitutional principles.

MAHINA KWATRA, DELHI

Leriers o the Edion, typed i doutile space, shoudd aot exteed the 200-werd i,
Theser st b cogentty wIRIEn &ndl £an be sert by e-mall bor Lotln@tiban emall.com
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Holding steady

High inflation, slowing growth weighed on MPC,

TheIndianEXPRESS

wn FOUNDID By =
RAMNATH GOEN

BECAUSE

A

THE TRUTH INVOLYES US ALL

INFLATION AT CENTRE

RBI resists pressure to lower interest rates, But expectations
of cut early next year gather momentum

NTHE RUN-UP tortle December maeting of the monetary policy comimittes, there

ik a debate aver whether the sharp deceleration in growth should promgt a cut

InInterest rates, even as inflation remained above the upper threshold of the RECs

inflation targeting fromwework, The MPC, however, comtineed to attach primacy to
Inflation concems, Resisting pressure from the govemment and the damour for lewer
rates from sections of the market. it maintained the status quo, though twe external
members on the committee voted for a cut, The repe rate stands at 6.5 per cont. Alorgside,
the MPC chose tocontinue with its newtral policy stance. As BB Governor Shaktikanta Das
relterated, "price stability is essential for sustained growth.”

The s decision tok rates unchanged rests on s view that even
aa thee eeoncmy showed down in the second guarter, the outlook for growth is "resilient”,
Thateven as GO growth declined toa multi-quarter low of 5.4 per cent, against the RBI's

7 percent, the has pleked up in the second half of the year, Day

#

Healthy farm output could drive a rate cutin February

VT TW TV AV ElAY, 15 bbb i

WorpLY WISE
EVEN THOUGH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE HAVE
TRIED, NO ONE HAS YET FOUND A WAY TO
DRINK FOR A LIVING, — Jiax Kk

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI AND PANKHURI TANDON

THEMONETARY POLICY Commuttee’s | MPC)
decighon ko beave the repo rate unchanged
wonld have been a tough one. I is difficult o
choose hetween rising inflation and a sud-
den showdlmam Ineconomic growth, Though
the MPC did lower the cash reserve ratio
(R} this time, weexpect i o go furtherand
talee the lenlfe tothe repo rate during s next
policy review mecting In February,

For 21 menths new, the MPC has kept
rates unchangesl It contines te wait for a
durable casing in the Consumer Price Index
(CPE}-hased inflation. The gauge has been
under pressure from food prices, Over the
past three menths, headline P nflation has
been on the ascent, breaching the upper Bt
of the MPC's 4-6 per eent tolerance band
inGctober.

nuted that high-freg that th has" recome-
ered,aided by strong fmrmhmnd and pick upin rumal activities™, Inother words, the cen-
tral banke expects the slowdown to be transitory = it has projected GOP growth to bounce
back e 6.8 per cent in the third qwlu.and 072 |.|u cent in IhL- Nmuhquurer Thewn
tral hank has, howsever,

lendable resources of the banlking m:oln.wppﬂﬂlns mmlll On inflation, the Iu!l ll!v

plicate matters, Inclia's growth s
slackening, For July-September 2024, the
country registerec a GOP growth of 5.4 per
cent, the slowest in seven quarters, While
the second hall should see a pick-up, the
sharp fall in the second quarter has per-
suadee] the RBI w revise its GDP growth fore-
cast 1o 6.6 per cont for the cur-

m.umcaurmk----- price bnthe
d year. Th deration ks expected to be badu'dbywuunmuﬁec
Hom invegetable prices, kharif harvest armvabs, oy good rabl output and adequate cereal

buffer stocks”, Retail inflation has now been pegged at 5. ? pw cent in the third guarter,

Falking to-4.5 percent In the fourth quarter. Th Ik pnrmient
weth the d per cend farget in tlwmnndquuher of the next ﬁn:u-cldl year
Hut man | gy unceral nient, policy choloes are not stralght-

Forward. The election of Donald Trumg, mﬂl!upmnanuenl threat of triffs, have raised
wolatility, Clobal markets are now awaiting Trump's first palicy steps after his inaugura-
o om January 20 next year. On the domestic frant, the Union budget will be tabled in
Farliament on February 1, providing clarity on the stance of fiscal policy, The monetary
policy committes |s scheculed to meet a lew days therealter, By then, unceralmty over
the trajectory el food prices should have also diss LIFinD, In line weith the
central hank's expectations, maulddwnuwmln.- door to policy easing.

THE RABI WARNING

Likelihood of above-normal ternperatures in winter casts onus
on government, It must act through tariff policy

ABLWINTER-SPRING) CROPS, especially wheat, have bieen vulnerable in

recent times o mescury spikes in March, just when they are in the stage of

fimal grain formation and filling, The last twe years, howeser, hive soen tem-

peraures ruling well above average in Oeteber aned Movernber, during the
timmwe of sowing itsell, Average minimum and mean trmpcrxurmom the country this
Cletulee b, as per the recards of the [sdia M al
8] Mevermber, oo, second and third highest maximumand mean
Lempmnurs respectively. Al this has impacted everall rabi plantings, which were lag-
ping behind il mid-November, There has been a recovery since, with the winter finally
setting in, But that's unlikely 1o help mustand or potato, whose sowing window shuts by
the first fortnight of Novernber,

This ratses concems over the production of rabl crops, which n-q:nm rv!anvely loww
ternperatures for proper geemdnation and veg romvth. Wikile & ek
't affect yields in wheat and mmralhcrmp\{lunw the two mentioned ealier I that
|5, mevert heless, conditbonal upon an extended winter and no “ldes of March®™ heatwave
:.l\mnu premature npuunu.'l‘lu' I‘upv.-hm in fromia La Nifla, which most global weather
model p by this th-enel to persist through January-March,
L Mifa events usually bring copious mins and mlrk'-: than-normal winters o india, The
IMD, an its part, is warming of ak gt i aswell as i Empera-
tures during te upcaming winter season (December-February | “over most parts of the
couniry”, It ades up to am uncertain picture. This was unkike till a couple of months ago, when
abuimper ralil on bop of agood khard harvest seemed likety — thanks to surplus monsoon
raina that hel| up major d sand recharge g aruilers,

Th with imygpli far akready el e retail food inflation (10,0 per
centyear-on-year in October ), is probably a magor reason for the Reserve Bank ol India's
monetary policy committee deciding not o cut inberest rates in s Friday meeting. Then's
lirthe that thie central barik un e, though, about fond prices. The onus for supply man-
agement inthi ifa iy it It should notlose time in abolishing
the 4l per cent Inwandwaﬂm Mpmb.lﬂhrlmn[:lhrmmnnaudrp.ﬂm s0y-
abean and sunflower ol (from the current 20 per cent | Vegetable inflation miay ease with
the normeal winter season arrivals, bt such self-correction cannot be expected in cere-
als, edible oils and pulses The government can and must act through tanff policy.

TOAST TO SAKE
The Japanese alcohol’s elevation to Unesco's intangible
heritage list is an opportunity for its domestic revival

HERE 15 A Japanese proverb that reughly translates to "Parents’ words and
chiBed sake make an impression later.” The first might indeed hold troe but

rent fiscal year from 7.2 percent, Last fiscal,
the MPC could afford 1o focus an inflation
because GOP growth was a solid B.2 per cont,
But the recent slowing has increased the
tradeodf with inflation, The CRR cut is an in-
cremental step to support growth as it
boosts systemic i dity. Conducive condi-
tioms in the financial markets should sup-
part economie growth,

Monetary policies of major economibes
e become less restrictive in recent Hmes.
The US Fed and the European Central Bank
ECH have cut 75 basis points (bps ) each in
2(24, But the pace of rate action has been
shovwer than expected as taming inflation is
mwlrumbcmwhfwllwmawll Thee Fed's

cutsisunclear because in
mndonrnsnivnlealthurn has spoken
byt yrmipsing higher triffs, wl1|ch i likeety
toracld o inflationary pressure. SEP Clobal sees
fewer eate cuts by the Fed in 2005 compared
e what it expected e months ago,
While most emerging market central

Vegetable prices are likely to
correct sharply when the
bl or winter, crop reaches
the marker. Non-food
inflation is expected to
remain benign amid stable
non-fooed commidity
prices, All this could spur
the MPC to begin cutting
rates during its review
mceting in February,

bands are Hkely v cut rares in 2025, they
would manitor the Impact of policy changes
inthe LIS on their growth and financial mar-
kets, Put another way, the global environ-
ment s conducnve to rate cuts, bt thelr pace
wauild be slower,

The MPC's cautious stance stems fram
the trends in the domestic economy, partic-
ularly as food prices remain stubborndy high,
Dhespite 2 gead monsaon, retail foad infl ation

slowing consumption inthe seconed quarter,
Leading FMCG companies have pointed thiv
ouk repeatedly.

I Eher st i years, grivate consump-
Eionn s slowed as food inflation rose, Wihile
it briefly surged 1 7.4 per cent in the first
quarter of the last fscal. it sbowed 1o 6 per
cent in thie mandquanvr I'hc' urb.ln eron-

Jower
audlrdltmand elevated interest rates, The
rural econormy, oa the aeher hand, seems bet-

has ave .3 percent this ]
Chtobeer That isa good 1701 {byps)
hdgher on-year.

True, retall inflation barring food has been
mwch bower — at 25 percent in April-October,
a good 150 bps lower on-year, But it is food
pices that typlcally dicrate the trajectory of
retail inflarion in lndia, given its significant
welght in the CP index, Food prices also have

ter placed as ag) al output is expected
tobe better than |ast fiscal year after another
normal mossoan. So, while the driver of de-
mand shifts from urban o rural, food infla-
tion continues 1o be the pain paint,
Healthy agriculture output this year
could ease food inflation in the second hall,
Vegetable pric Il correct sharply when

the biggest impact on the cost of Iing, The
Fdgher they go, the bigger Is the hole in the
hudgets of lower-income househaolds,

Wi estimate effective inflation in the ru-
ral areas was 5.4 per cent for the bottom 20
per cent of houselolds { by income and 5.1

rcent fior the upper 20 per cent in April-
Chetnber 2004, In the urban areas, it was 46
per cent for the bottom 20 per cent and 4.2

reent loe the upper 20 per cent,
- Food Inﬂ.lliuprmﬂl I.-lr’:n aceelerating
above & percent anaverage for almast thiee
years now, This has cumulatively and mate-
rlaﬂylnmscdllw average smanthly food bill

the rabi, or winter, crop reaches the market,
MNo-food Inflation is expected to remain be-
nign amid stable non-food commaodity
prices, All this could spur the MPC 1o begin
cutting ratey churing its review meeting in
February. That sald, the cumulative reduc-
tioninthe upcoming cutting cyele would be
Iess than the 250 basis points hiked since
May 2023 as domestic growth momentum
s projected to remaln healthy and the global
rate cut cyele will also be shallowes.

Given that food prices sway the retail in-
Nation gauge, 4 new CP veries based on the
latest consumption sur\wycnuld hielp re-

ofk s CRISIL R
menthly cost of an average vegetarian thali
I Chetobser was 20 per cent higher, while the
et of non-vegetarian thaliis up 5 per cent.
Despite coming off 4 bit in Nevember, It
remains hi
At Toad ltems are requently purchased,
of eansumiens islm-
de qunlelv Iw changes in their prices.

assess the iy of food in shaping
menetary policy decisions, Such a recalibra-
tion would decrease the weightage ac-
corded bo food in the CPl basket. Fiscal pol-
ey also needs o accelerate effores io limit
the structural and climate risks of food
prices on headline inflation,

Inflation remmains a concern for the Indian
economy. The RBI cannot ignore this given
that price stalifliby is ity date. Fiscal

P sectory
§ dl as l.ul mmrlnn consumer goods
[FMCG) and restaurants, So, a rise in thelr
prices adely to the cost pressures on such
bisinesses, Typleally, they by b pass Eon o
comstmers, adding to the averall inflation,
Rising fond bills have also contributed 1o

Ic;.' mitigating supply risks can help easo
inflation durably snd aicl the REin bal-
ancing inflation wﬁhnmwm olajectives,

Jorshiis chicf econamist and Tandon is
semioy ecannmist at CRISIL Led

fi-’ NAIJI)A

ANOTHER STEP AGAINST T'B

The 100-day campaign to shore up battle against disease needs broad participation

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Mocli gave 2
clarion eall for the eliminatian of TH from
the country. Under his keadership, a new
maodel of TH care was adopted and India pi-
oneered several innovative approaches over
the Last few years to bring a paradigm shift
Im TH prevention, diagnosis and treatment.
Finclings From the WH's Global TH Report
2024 aclenowdedged the efficacy of the ap-
proach. it noted a 177 per cent decline in TR
incidence in Inclia from 201510 2023 — -

babe: the rate ot
Just that, the country dl.unrm'd 25, 1 lakh
patients, marking & significant rise in treat-
ment coverage from 59 per cent in 2015 o
83 per cont in 2023,

O Decenber 7, inspired by the PM's vie
sion, Incia will witness yet ancther transfor-
mative push in its TH elimination stategy. We
are launching a 100-day campalgn in 347
high TH burcen districts across the country
o accelerate our response to fight TH
Thregh this initiative, we will reinforce ow
resolve to identify every TB patient early and
proactively reach out to valnerable popula-
tions with timely and quality treatment. In
the true spirit of Jan Bhagidari, all of us
elected representaives, health practitioners,
civil society, corpartions, and comamunities
1111511 o malkee thi a
lrm! SUCCESS

ment el di el-
lur:a ml m wppunacnmp!uw mtmry

jonalised &

vt 5o ek the second, For a diink that's been around sivee the elghth cen

wury and speaks for Japan's historical and cultural wentity — it even found a
trief mention in the third-century Chinese text, The Book of Wi, as the favoured funer-
arydrincof the Japanese people — sake's celebrity-hood necds litt e feration. Now, with
Unesco putting it on les st of the “intangible culteral herltage of humanity”, alongside
Brazilian white cheese, Carlbbean cassava bread and Palestinian olive ofl soap, nihonshy
o Japanese aleohol's moment of globalisation seems o have arrived,

Unlike the Serbian #fvoviea — plum brandy —orthe I i, recent additions
tothe intangible heritage list for which ty ] bogest to comimerce has been vital,
sakee has folkowed a trajectory of its own, Jis | popularity abroad has meant nego-
tating a precarious halance between mal g asthenticity and catering to a ghobal
pakate, Impmmwrﬂr1|1I'Iu:<1:|f|rlcm.uln|1.1ls|.:|m expecially wine, has led to ade-
cline in ke TheUr o Py Tor domestic revival,

Mi:mdmntmuwrrmm—mhwal‘ il itakso paints (o the

vising Like thietra-

dlmll—lpmm cudsine that made it 1o the Unesco lisc In 2m3, Lhc pnwrmnnurmﬂc
Iaqspwmar}apwsdmmnm-cummthnm 1 I watey

VR FCe, wiater, yeast, s Hime whien salk e sclely by

women s centrality in Japanese rituals, festivals ancl celebrations meant that it soon be-
came anlndu!w imsalving the rummumry. In a courntry wheee loneliness s an epldemic
orvolurtary Becomne aprictice, anything that brings
the community together, elther to brew sake or to raise a tnast, deserves a shout-out.

l i supparl w:hrmc.
Mikshay Poshan Yajana (NPY), Since April
2018, we have ciisbursed s 3,296 crore to LIG

Tuking acue from the Make
in India inidative,
indigenous molecular tests
e been field-tested amd
introduced. We have been
able to not only reduce the
time taken for T diagnosis
at distriet andd block levels
but have drastically reduced
the costs of testing and
treatment, Owr indigenous
miolecular tests have received
endorsement by the WO,
These inltiatives have
positiomed India as a true
leader in global TH response,

erore beneficianies through Direct Benefit
Transler undier NITY, Inwhat is a major rein-
fareernent of Inclia's commitment to T8 lim-
inatioe, the monthly support under the
scheme has been doubled from Rs 50010 Rs
1,000 per month fram November 2024,

The Pradban Mantri TB Mulkt Bharat
Abhiyaan ([‘MI‘BM BA) has not only |1n||x'd
adddress the ch,
hanced community mnhﬁl:xatlun It hac
wnited various community stakeholderscres
ating a mass mevement i NErease aware-
mess and to provide nutritional, vocational,
and psyehological support to TH patients. This
government-citizen symphony anchored in
the spirit of Jan Bhagidari has inspired 1,75
Lk Nileshay Mitras to provide 21 lakh food
raskets o patients across (he country,

Over the years, india hay introduced
mewer deugs such as Bedaguiline and
Delamanid to lmprove treatment success
rates Considering the challenges in treatment
completion for patients with drug-resistant
arrlants, we have allowed a new shorer reg-
imen, Bpal M, which i more effective than
the existing regimens, While we have
shorter 8- 11-month regimen available along-
side thecomventional 1-20-menth regimen,
with the BPalM regimen, patients will noy
complete treatment in just six months?

‘W have consistently steived (o ensure
that achvanced tals are svailable at the grass-
oot leveds to find and treat all patients at the
earliest. To cnabile this, we introduced mone
efficient and accurate diagnestic twals — mo-
Jecular tests, Froma few hundred machinesin
20014-15, we nowy have 8203 molecu lar diag-

rstxstic rmaachines avadlable in all districts,

In fact, taking acue frorm the Make in india
initiaive, Indigenous molecular tess have
been fleld-tested and Introduced, We have
Eseren able to rvot ondy reduce the dme talen
fioe TH diagnosis at districe and block levels
bt hawe dmllca.llymduwdllwm:ml wur-

malecular
tests have mcewvd endorsement by the
WHOL These initiatives have positioned India
asatrue leader inglobal THresponse.

W must also take great pride in the face
that the fndian Council of Medical Rescarch
(ICMR) has consistently been among the top

of THresearchworldwide since

2018 Wewill continue making investments o

aquaichdy cevelop and rofl out newer ools, in-
n‘ludlm more efficient PoC diagruostics,

Inchia’s journey toward TH elimination is
atestament to s leadership, From plonecr-
ing research that has led 1o advanced diag-
nastics and trearments, to the introduction
of umiversal sacial support provisions, India
stands at the forefront of the global T8 re-
sponse, The need of the hour i t ensure a
massive Jan Bhagidani in the identilication,
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of TE.
MnﬂrmLﬂﬂJ lmdaycampmumulwr

1o our collective
eliminate TH, 1 am confident that under lhc
s leadership and with the participation
of all stakeholders, we will defeat this grear
enemy of humanity and create a healthier
future for all,

Thee writer is Linor Minister of Health
Fammity Welfure

—
INDIAN unlss E‘

DECEMBER 7,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

BHOPAL AIR SAFE

EIGHT LAKH CITIZENS of Bhopal, victims of
the worst disaster in the chemical history of
the workd, heaved a sigh of relief when tech-
nical experts announced that the aly theywere

ing was "absolutely safe.” The an-

nouncement that there was “no trace o todc
material anywhere” in the atmosphere of
Bhopal was mace four days after the polson-
s s feake at a Linjon Carbede plant,

INDIAN TRAWLER SINKS

INDIA EXPRESSED "DEEF concem” over the
wnkine nf anlndian travier s St Lankean wa-

ters and told the S Lankan government to
take greater care in dealing with what
Colombo considers to be ncursions, Colombo
was alsa told not to fire on unarmed Ashing
fxvat, i Lankan High Commissioner Bernard
Tilakaratne wiss todd that any amrested Indian
nationals should be released forthyyith and
due compensation should be paid,

VAJPAYEE ATTACKED

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY president Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was injured on the head,
right arm and leg in a stone-throwing at
Mandasan in the Mehsana districs. According
e BEP e A K Patel Warioaurees's carwas attackeed

when b stopped st Nandasan to inaugurate
the etection office of the party, Before he
could get out of the car, it was stomed.

PM ON FOREIGN FORCES

PRIMEBINSTER RAJV Gand hi declared that
Inclia wepled ot succumb o Bac kil by any
loreign power, He cautloned the people
agalnst designs of forelgn forces to push the
country tovwarcs dictatorial rube and consured
the opposition for pushing a divishe and ai-
national propaganda, Ganthi saie, "Coumtries
around usare succumbring o sucheconomic,
poitical ancl mlitary pressures” and that they
et resaenit dictagorshi b bescdia "



0 6 NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 07 DECEMBER 2024
1

TheStatesman A sea in focus

H’?CG-'DO!&U!‘I and directly descended
from TI-JEFH ND OF INDIA - Founded 1818

L]
Bitcoin's Moment

fteodn's climb past the $100,000 mark is a watershed

momment in the evolution of crypto-currencies, symb-

olising their growing acceprance as a leghtimate asset
class, What was once dismissed as an experiment by a small
community of technologlsts has now captured the atten-
tion of institutional investars, governments, and main-
stream finance, Yet, while this achlevement deserves recog-
fon, it also raises eritical questions about the future of
digital currencies and the challenges they face, The unpre-
cedented surge in Bitcoin's value s driven by a conlluence
of factors, Institional adoption has been pivotal, with
major players pouring billions into the crypto-currency
market. The approval of Bitcoin exchange-traded funds
has made it easier for investors to gain exposure (o digial
assers, signalling a shift wowards the normalisation of cryp-
1o- Lurmm_lu-, Maoreover, the emergence of political sup-

port, ling fronm infl | policymakers and leaders,
has p wvided @ re gulatory tailwind, fostering optimism
ui.mulu more defined and supportive mer_wuik for erypto

markets. Howeve
is not without its

Blicaln's journey to six-ligune valuations
detractors, Crities argue that crypto-cur-
rencies remain highly speculative and volatile, with prices
often detached from any intringic value, This volaility pos-
es risks for retail and Institutional investors alike, as Bi-
coin's history includes deamatic pice collapses alongside
maeteoric rises. The narmative that cryplo-currencies are g
hedge against inflation or a store of value akin to gold has
el o be universally accepted, and quw,ll{ms about their
long-term stability persist. concerns ikso
cast o shadow over ].ilin:uln’u_wucl.‘r_'m_'l‘hu enerpy-intensive
process of mining has been lkened (o the electricity con-
sumption of entire countries, raising alarms abou
tatnability n an era of heightened focus an clima

The Malaysia-Vietnam upgrade sends a strong signal of shared priorities
as both sides recognise that a fragmented Asean only benefits those
who wish to dominate the South China Sea. The move to lift Malaysia to
the top-tier of Vietnam's partnerships — an eight-strong group that also
includes the US, Russia, India, Japan and France - fits well into Hanoi's
broader diplomatic strategy

ouniries across the
plobe have started re-
thedr foreign

Policymakers and environmentalises are i
tinising the ecological impuct of crypto-currencics, which
could lead o s egulations or shilts in public percep-
ue is the misuse of cryplo-currencies for
cluding money laundering and sanctions
evasion. While blockehain technology offers transparency,
the |lm:u|lun mous nature of transactions makes it chal-
lenging to eliminate criminal misuse entively, Elforts
curb these activities will need (o strike a delicate balance
between maintaining privecy and ensuring complisnce

L irnmeworks. Desplte these challenges, Bitcoln's
ﬁ?uu. @ deeper shift toward cnntrnﬁud finance
and technological Innavation, [ty suceess has spurred
advaneements in blockehain applications beyond currency,
including tokenised assets, smart contracts, and de
tralised applications. These developments hint ata future
¢ financial systems are more inclusive, efficient, and

resilient, As Bitcoin basks in its historic achievement, it
SUPPUFLEES mLSL confront the broader implications of ity
mum:.luulmm Il crypto-currencies usher in o more

i

e , o will they remiain tools
for speeulation and disruption? The answer les in how
stakeholders nddress the rsks and opportunities in this
rapidly evolving space, Bitcoin is still in its early days and
its true impact will e measured not by its price but by its
ability to redefing the glabal financlal landscape.

e attack on Shiromani Akall Dal (SAD) leader
Singh Badal at the Golden Temple in Amrit-
1t shockwaves through I'un]rsb 5 political
and religious landscape. The sccused, Navain Singh Chau-
ra, is @ GB-year-okd with o long history ol alleged ties to mil-
itant organisations, including the now-inactive Khalistan
Liberation Army and Babbar Khalsa International. His
background, which includes connictions Lo the 2004 jall
escape of Babbar Khalsa leader Jagtar Singh Hawara and
multiple coses under the Explosives and Unlawful Activites
(Prevention) Acts, underscores the persistent challenges
posed by the remnunts of Punjab’s militancy era, At the
time of the atack, il was serving a religlous sen-
tenee pronounced by Sei Akal Takhe, related 1o wnresolved
allegations of sacrilege and fadlures during his government's
tenure from 2007 10 2017, These include the controversial
pardon granted to Dera Sacha Sauda leader Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh and the fllout from incidents like the Bargar
sacrilege as well as the Kotkapura and Behbal Kalan police
firings. These issues have Jong fuelled anger within the Sikh
community and kept the political atmosphere in Punjab
on edge. The atinck, thwarted by |.[u'u_'|( action from security
personnel and sewadars, ruises critical questions sbout the
Iaw-nnd-order situation in Punjab, While Chiel Minister
Bhagwant Mann commended the police for thelr swilt
response, opposition leaders, incuding SAD and BIP fig-
ures, have eriticised the government for intelligence lapses,
BEP lender Fatohjung Singh Bajwa, for instance, questioned
heow someone with Chaura's record could roam freely near
i L security protectee ke Mr Badal. The political ramifi-
cations of the wtack are significant, SAD lea hve lab-
eled it a conspiracy o destabilise Punjab, with possible
links to Khalistani elements abroad and external actors,
Including Paklstan, They argue that such incidents are
attemnpts to reignite te fires of militaney in the state, Con-
gress loaders, while condemning the attack, have polnted
Estrntive failures under the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
rmer Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh has
. warning against allowing Punjab o slip
back Inte s dark past and calling for eollective vigilance
o preserve peace, This incident also hlf,hlll,h[s the endur-
Ingg impaet of unresolved grievances within Punjub's soci-
ety, Decades after the hl:lglu of mlillm mistrust bepween
dilferent groups - Hlelcal, and administrative
—cantinues (o simmer, Addressing these divisions requines
henest dialogue, meaningful action on long-standing lssues
like sacrilege and justice for past erimes along with a com-
mitment w building trust among all !ﬂukr.l]mlflurs. Without
this, sporadic acts of violence could escalate, threatening
the state's hard-earned peace, The incident underseores
the fragile siate of Punjab’s political and social stability, It
highlights the need for robust inelligence mechanisms,
proactive governance, and concerted efforts o address the
root causes of discontent. The state cannot afford (o let
historical wounds lester or allow extremist narratives to
galn tractlon, Punjab’s leaders must rise above partisan
pelitics (o ensure thit peace and progress remain the cor-
nerstones of its future,
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policy priorities ahead
af a second Donald Trump
administration in the US and
the unpredictabllity that stoms
from his statements, many of
whieh are controversial. This
rebooting ks manifested more In
the Indo-Pacific region as there
ure many hotspots, necessiiat-
Ing the countries in the reglon
o repasition their priorities,

The region thar is destined
10 hog the limelight Is the South
China Sea. This Is seen @i @ ma-
Jor fashpoint as there are many
Asdan countrles which have con-
testing claims to the areas that
fall within thelr Exclusive Eco-
nixmic Zones, In contrast, Ching
cluims its sovereignty almost in
irs entlrety, There lles the danger
as Beljlng's muscle-Mexing
threats gnd activities have un-
nerved the smaller Asian clai-
mant nations,

Ad en insurance to such
possible escalation of tenslons
and potential conflici, Viei-
namese Communist Pary chief
Tex Laen chifel visited Maloysia in
lnte November 24 during
which both sides pledged 1o
deepen thedr cooperation on the
Soruth China Sea amld rising
marltime tensions between Bel-
fing and Manila.

Both sides upgraded diplo-
matic thes and elevated bilateral
tles toa comprihenslve strategic
partnership in a clear step
towards easing tensions over the
competing territorial claims in
the wilerway.

The move also signals an
aceelerating reallgnment of
power in South-east Asia. This
could lead to a more unlted

fior friendly tnlks. which in effect
means thai others must accept
I1s terms, Ching's envoy has told
the Assoclation for South East
Asian Natlons that alliances with
thee US mar peace and siability.

The agreement hetween
Vietnam and Malaysia makes
thie lanter thee frst Ase MEITI-
her state 10 become & top-tler
diplomatic parner with Viet-
nam, a seatus It shares with
China, In the joint statement,
hath sides pledged
o work together o
“malntain peace,
security, stability,
safety, and free-
dom of navigation ™
in the South Ching
Sea, as well a§
“peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes
without reserting
1o threats of use ol
T They also
e med the
Importance fior all
parties congernid
to exercise self-re-
stepini bn the con-
duct of petiv
and rn redfrain from undenaking
aetivithes that could escalae en-
sbon which in wrn could affect

eace and siability in the South
“hina Sea”.

At the Joint press confer-
ence, Lum reiternted the call for
restraint by “all relevant parvies”
and committed o the early nd-
option of a “substantive and
effectlve” South Ching Sen Code
nduct (COCH The code
should be in Hine with interna-
tional law, including the 1962
United Nations Conventlon on
the Livw of the Sea (UNCLOS),

The COC s an Important
document that should prescribe

frome from claimant
the overarching marltime dis-
puite with Chinn, Analysts spec-
ulate that Trump's return sig-
nals stormier waters for Beijing
in the South China Sea.

Bedjing has alleged (hat the
L&-Philipping gask force is fan-
ning the flames In the South
China Sea. As tenalons continue
to rise in the ares, Beijing calls

S

TO THE EDITOR

the ters for all elud

1o follow and which can elimi-
nate the room for any conflict,
Unformunately, even though ne-
gotiations for o COC started In
the 19%0s, it remains elusive.
Diespite Asean and Ching having
agreed in 2023 1o conclude talks

What has led 1o the slow
af the negodations lm
is that there are diife
oes pmong the Asean mn-.mb-l-r
states and Ching, This lack of
unity among the member states,
Including over competing elal-
ms with each other, and the role
of China has contributed o the
slow pace of pmmews Jmeu Sl

Inate the South Ching Sea. The
maove to it Maluysio to the top-
tier of Viemam's partnerships -
an elght-strong group that also
Includes the U5, Russia, India,
Fapun and France - (s well into
Hanol's broader diplomatie
sUraLegy,

The Malaysia-Vietnam up- |
grade is likely 1o be rend-setter |

ingly, despite the dip
prade between Loun lumpur
and Hanol, there are reports
that Malaysia lod-
ged a rare protest
over Vietnam's
alleged expansion
of uﬁ Suu:l“l’ China
Sea reelin the Spr-
atly Islands that is
clalmed 11{ both
countrles. lntere-
stingly, the clalms
by four members
of the Asean bloc -
Malaysia, Viet-
nam, the Philip-
pines and Bruned -
overlap with Chi-
'S expansive as-
sertions of territo-
rinl rights over
mieh of the waterways.

There is another dimension
behind the Malaysia-Viemam
upgrade. Vietnam may be back-
Ing Malaysia because Malaysia
Is going to assume the Asean
chair in 2025, which Vietnam
may he seelng as an opporiuni-
ty 1o push the maritime ssue in
(& ding the legally binding
O as soon as possible,

The timing of the under-
aranding berwean the two coun-
trles s equally important, There
are concerns that when Trump
returns to the White House in
Junuary 2025, he may not be
willing to stand by the Asean
members on the South China
Sea |ssue and therefore there
Is an urgent reallsation to
securs i binding COC as the
best optlon,

Be that as it may be, the
Malaysia-Vietnam upgrade
sendds a strong signal ul}shnmi

by 2026, the bers remain
dividi ncluding nn whether
It should be legally binding.

forities ns hoth sides i
that & feagmented Asean only
benelit those who wish to dom-

editorg thesta tesmon. com

For ather bers of the Asean
bloe 1o follow, o scale up thelr
relationships. Having built a
sg partnership with Mala- ‘

wain, Hanol is likely 1o forge
stronger honds with Indonesia,
Singupore and the Philippi
therely stly weaving a I1u
wark of partneeships that eould
help South-east Asian nations
cordinate theis approach
time dispuites,

Though no immediate
Impact on the South Ching Sea
dynamics may be expected fol-
lowing the growing coordina-
tlon between clalmant states,
the momentum for 4 more
coheslve regional response
could be a move in the right
direction,
ven the on-going fights
hetw the Philippines with
China gver the South China Sea,
the Philippines might feel en-
couraged o deapen lis own par-
mership in Hght of Malsysia's
Asean chinmlum.hif in 2025 and
feel embaldened for a resolute
response o deal with Beljing,

Lam is more assertive on
the South China Sea issue than
his predecessor Nguyen Phu
Trong, who died in July at the
ape of B, Since he cume 1o pow-
er In August 2024, Lam has tried
o pultivate Vietnam for an un-
derseanding on mariime lssues,
Lam visited Bach Long Vi Island
Inthe Gulf of Tonkin in mid-Ne-

ber nnd atressed the istand's
glo importance Lo Viet-
nuum’s national security and sov-
erelgnty, This was obviously
nlms-d al Helflng.

China is best advised 1o
consider the sensitivities of
the South-east Aslan nations
with Interests in the South
Chinn Sea and ernft its policies
nocordingly.
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Human rights
begin at home

nce, human rights were
understood as the simple
principle that one person’s
rights should never extend
heyond the Hp of anather's nose unless
Inwlted. Oin December 10 each year, the
world comes ogether to observe Inter-
narional Human Rights Day, o day that
underscares the Inherent dignity and
the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human famidly, Plese
recognised in 1950 under the guldance
of the United Nations, this day has
evelved Into & global call to wetion for
the protection and promotion of
human rights worldwide. Yer, despite
decades of progress, violatons persist
across the u]n'hu. reminding us that the
fight for human rights is far from over,
The debate on human rights dates back
centuries, and two of the most promi-
nent Agures in this discourse Edmund
Burke and Thomas Paine felt o lasting
legacy that continues o resonate today,
Burke, & supporer of the monar-
chiy, saw the preservation of maditon
and hierarchy ps essentlal w socletsl
stability, while Paine, & revolutisnry
thinker, championed litwrry, equality,
and the rights of individuals. One of
Paing's most famous lines, "We plty the
plumage, but forget the dying bird,"
directly addressed the hypocrlsy of
focusing on superficial issues while
Ignoring the deeper, more urgent con-
cemy. In modern tmes, these words
still carry welght, highlighting how we
often address surface-level concems
while gystemic injustices persist, unno-
tieed or unchallenged, The observnnce

Tue KATHMANDU PosT

of Human Rights Day invites us o
reflect an the progress made and the
wark siill to be done. Ieis a veminder
thar the principles ouilined in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights
(HHE), adopied by the Uinlied Natlo-
na General Assembly on 10 December
1948, resnnin cruclal n shaping » more
Jiest andd equibtable world,

However, desplte the ground-
Bireaking achlevemenits of the UDHR,
widespread violazions continue, and the
fight for human dignity remains on-

sing, Throughout histary, the struggle
for human rights has been a journey
Frisught with ulmmclas e notable
uming p In this struggle oceured
in the United Sttes during the 19th
century, The abalition of slavery, a
monumental achievement, came shoue
through ihe iireless ¢fforts of leademn
like Abraham Lincoln, who, in 1863, led
the nation 10 sbolish the instinnlon
through the 13th Amendment o the
Constitution, This was g transformative
e I the history of iuman rghts.
Diespite the victory, however, African-
Amerlcans contnued o fac e
discrimination and segregation for
many years after. The 1954 landmark
decision in Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion, where the US Supreme Court
declared raclal segregatlon in public
schools unconstitutional, was another
slgnificant victory for human rights in
America. But even alter this, Arican-
Americans had o fight for hasic rights
like access o education, the vote, and
un end g diseriminamery Taws. 1L was
anly In 1965, afer decades of .mu;ﬁ!:
and advocacy by civil rights leaders lik
Die. Murtin Luther King Jr., that Afrlean-
Amerieans were granted the rght 1o
ot under the Voung Rights Act, Thess
achievements were monumental, but
they were hard-won, demonstrating the
lenggths to which marginalised commu-
nitkes himd to go in order to cladm thei
human rights. ntematonally, the story
of human rights has also been one of
continuous struggle and progress.

A MEMBER
OF THE

Congress must shift focus

SIR, This has reference w your
arial "Priyanka ascends”® (27
November), Privanka Gandhi
Vadea's spectaciilar madden elec-
toral win from Wayanad by a
huge margin marks a historic
mament for the Gandhl fmily.
Though Wayanad has been a
Congress bastion since its cre-
atlon in 2004, her charlsmatie
|n‘.rsmln||?-. eloguence, organisa-
tional and politieal skills, hectle
campalgning, the ability 1o emo-
tionally connect with the voters,
especlally women, and her
assured commitment to the con-
stitueney's welfare ensured her
victory,
Desplte the BJIMs constunt
eriticism of the Congress for per-
tirum! Ing dynastie politles, Ms
‘adra's debut in electoral politics
Is very significant, Tv will tghten
the hold of the Gandhl family
aver the Congress and reshape
the party’s internal dynamics and
ledership debates. The presence
of threw Gandhl sclons in Pariia-
ment will boost Opposition mar-
ale to question the government

and hold it accoumabla 1o the
public an cricical lnswes,

After Rubul Gandhi's Bharat
Jodo Yatra energlsed the party,
the emergence of a strong Oppo-
altion after the Congress-led
INDIA bloc's perfi in the

tikes, develop idenlogleal churity
und Improve the parry’s weak
arganisationil structure, Instead
of focusing on caste lssues, the
defence of the Constitution and
vitrialie ceitielsm of Modl, Adanl
and thie EVMs, it ahould stem all
friction within the INDIA bloc
andd focus on the pressing lssues

2024 parliamentary elections
altered the dynamies of Indian
democracy,

But the Cangress could not
malntain lts momentum and
suffered serious sethacks In the
recent Hurynna and Mahamshir
wasembly elections. As o star com-
l’mlqmur and backdoor surategist,
Priyanka has been p rming
organisarional responsibilites for
quite some time, Bul amid the
BIF's entrenched dominance and
electoral hegemany, she faces o
Herculean task of revitalising the
atruggling Congress snd offering
a viehle alternative o the ruling
party, In order to be a translor-
mative leades, she has (o prove
her politcal acumen.

Ni Is thme for the Congress o
Inospect and evolve, The lead-
ership should mend past mis-

Yours, eic., DS Kang,
Hoshlarpur, 2 December,

ILL-WIND

SIR, Apropos your editorial, "Tar-
Iff woes” published today, misgiv-
Ings are bound 1o e hesvy when
A makoE consumer sconamy such
as the LS intends 1o weaponlse
trade and wiill for domestie com-
pulsions, This Is not the e im-
roinent tariff war in global trade,
‘Wi need 1o see the larger picture,
bencketing US nnd Ching,

Our trade with the 1.5,
reached §120 bin in fiscal 2024,
elnsely followed by Ching at $118
bk Wiile we enfoyed o trade sur-
plus of $35.3 blo with the U5
trade deficit with Ching surged m
$85.1 bln. Thus, we muy well
humowr Trump 2.0 with tariff
sops. That said, In the ongoing

trnde war with US, Ching's expaort
prices have already suffered o 60
per cent drop, leaving b lle

UN MUST ACT

SIR. Bangladeshi Hindu monk Chinmey Krishna Cias was denfed
ball and lost an oppormundty o be heard before the Court as ng
luwyer appeared 10 represent him in fear, 108 & very unusual
happening in Bangladesh judiciary. The Court has Indirectly
mincle fseld silent. Hven the administraton did nn:mﬂuﬂe the
muonk before the court and thereby did not allow 10 ROy A&
ward in his defence in the absence of his liwyer. The minorities
of Ban gladesh are now not in & safe position.

The attack on minarites specially on Hindus refllects the
ravious situation of Bangladesh under Pakismani rule, The Mus-
ims of Bangladesh have just forgoten the histary of lllail LII:

eration Wir luld the cantributions of Hindui. These aci
b tken by |l|= lIN
hyumdlmnpeaca l‘nn:e tac l:nnrml the dullﬂan.

Yours, ete,, Manas

and the Fed will need 1o sustain
high h_F rates. With our growth
incices fulling - the GDP plunged

elhow room.

The pelnt of significance is,
firstly how well can we levernge
our exports to US at the cost of
China and secondly, benefit from
aciled down prices of impors
from China,

The LIS tarff storm brings in
fts waike an lssue of no lesy con-
cern,The 1S s bound w spawn
inflation with high impore tariifs

to 5.4 per cent - last quarier - any
meve by the REL for i softer mme
regime will be pushed back sub-
stantiully,
The ill-wind blowing out of
an impulsive tariff fan under
Trump 2.0 would do noone any
good. Hopelully, Trump will he
thie firse one o gel wise to i
Yours, ote,, B Narayanan,
Mavi Mumha! 2 December,
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Platforms like PRA

51 )U MITRA DUTTA AND
PARAMESWARAN IYER

AS NATIONS GRAPPLE with how to imple-
mient ambitioas infrastructure agenclas amicd
risinge niplex regul viron-
mients, India has quietly pioneered an inno-
vative sofution, While much recent attention
has focused on the country's techmological
advances in digital payments and identity
systems, another digital transfonmation has
been revolutionesing how India manages its
massive infrastrecture projects,

This week, Oxford University's Said
Business School, in collaboration with the
Gates Foundation, laumnched a case study ex-
amining India's PRAGAT] platform — a digi-
talinitiative that has helped accelerate mone
than 340 major infrastructure projects worth
sounae $205 billion, The study, released at the
Indian Enstitute of Management Bangalore
earlier this week, reveals how digital gover-
nance under the highest i
ershipc li |
hottlenech |

PRAGAT] | Pro-Active frwﬂnum’u a nd
Timely Implementation) was launched in
2015 by Primnee Mimister Marendra Modi and
combines leadership with video conferenc-
ing. drone ﬁ'ﬂds an data management o

ik critical i - The
platform's |mpm1 has helped complete long-
delayed projects like segments of National
Highway 8 in Maharashtra, the Chenaby
Bridge in Jammu and Kashmirn, which is now
the warld's highest rail bridge, and the
Bogibeel Bridge in Assam, which had lan-
guished for mare than a decade before be-
ing completed within thiree years of coming
under review in PRAGATI,

What makes PRAGAT] noteworthy is the
winy it Jeverages the impact of active kader-
ship from the top, Based on SWAGAT, a dig-
ital platform started by then Chief Minister
Modi in Gujarst m address people’s grieyv-
ances, PRAGAT has enabled the prime min-
Isterto take & consistent, direct role inover-
seeing complex infrastructure projects, In
PRACATI meetings, he is joined by senior
aides, the cahinet secretary, all chief secre-
taries of states, and secretaries of the central
ministries in dedicated video conference
links, At these gatherings, the prime min-
ister asks detailed questions about prob-
lems vl delays, sets specific deadlines, and
proposes solutions,

The value of this high-l

Adigital ecosystem s transforming how India
approaches infrastructure development

GATI

all states, whether governed by the same po-
litical party in charge at the national kevel or
by anather political party in a particular state,

Consider the construction of the
Rogibeel Bridge that mens across the wide
Brahmaputra River, once viewed as "un-
bridgeable”, When the project entered the
PRAGATI system in 2015, a decade had
passed with minimal construction.
‘Weather challenges, worker artnition, and
land procurement issues had all stymied
progress. The platform's intervention
promipted regular site visits by both state
and cent r il mlmstly nlﬂcul-i ancl catalysed
unp i ¢ ety
tral and state agencies, leading to accelers-
tion ol work on what is now a lifeling for the
remote region of Dhemajt.

PRAGATI'S success has inspired the cre-
ation of complementary digital platforms.
PM Gatl Shakti, launched in 2021, provides
s
help upnmisd:1nl|'amuL1'ur|:rk~sign and re-
duce adverse environmental impact.
PARIVESH has streamlined environmental
clearances, leading to greater transparency
and also reducing approval times, at times
fromm GO0 dlays earfier to just 70-75 days now.
Tagether, these platforms form a digital
ecosystem that is transforming how India
approaches infrastructure development.

The imipact extenads beyond physical in-
frastructure, I"HM‘AI]IU\ also accelerated

Consider the construction of
the Bogibeel Bridge that runs
across the wide Brahmaputea
River, once viewed as
‘unbridgeabile’, When the
project entered the
PRAGATT system in 2015,
decacde had passed with
minimal construction.
Weather challenges, worker
aterition, and land

can't bee overstated. In a large o ywitha

complex federal structure, it

the importance of infrastructure devel
ment as a top national pricrity and uum:ts a

social from ru-
ral edectrific b water con-
ek e I fh ok

This chig armation in infrastrec-

ture gmlum.mcc nﬂ'cn valuable ]HHDHE for

sense of urgency and acc into the
bureascratic process. When officials know
theeir decisions are trackable, they are much
more motivated o move quickly o resolve
bottlenecks, Top-level keadership also inspires
new enthusiasm for codlabaration among
stakeholders, Bridging the political divide,
PRAGATI has proven equally valuable in ac-
celerating complex infrastrecture projects in
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THE G0-DAY DEAL between Hezbollah and
Israel, brokered by the LIS and supponed by
France, which came into effect on
November 27, secks to enforce LN
Resolution 1701, The resolution was
aclopted in 2006 o end

other
I'm-.numm[nrthelmum particudarhy inthe
. First, technobogy alone is
n't enough — success mqum:; sustained
i from the top

tariom. Second, digital platforms must be de-
signed to facilitate collaboration across dif-
feremt levels of government while respecting
local autonomy, Third, combining various

pmmplul ri.-uuLu' te
by both state and central

istr }'n!iu tals and
cedented
couy r.llmu between central
and state apencies, leading to
acceleration of work on what
is now i lifeline for the
remote region of Dhemaji.

Pause, not peace

Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire must be examined in the broader geopolitical context

have win more than 80 of the 128 parfia-
mientary seats in the democratic elections.
For years, Hezbollah's presence in soathern
Lebanon has been viewed as a "security
fguarantee” against Israel, which has gone
1o war with Leb fiour times.

the two sides. maintain a buffer zone and
report vislations. The buffer zone stretches

between the Blue Line, a temporary line of

withdrawal for lsraeli forces set by the LM in
2000 and the Litani River in southern
Lebanon, The current deal envisages
Hezbollah moving (s infrastructure,
weapons and fighters to the norch of the
Litani River and lsraeli forces moving south
b the Blue Line over G0 days.

The UN 1701 mechanism — the UN
Invterim Foree in Lebanon (LUMIFIL} and the
Lebanese Armed Forces [LAF) retaining
control of the buffer zone — remains in
principle, while the onus of implementing
the deal and helding the G0-day ceaseline
rests with the Lebanese and lsraeli
government <. Even though agreeing to the
deal, beth Hezbollah and lsrael have
warned they would act in “self-defence”
should the ather party violate the deal or
ceasefire, Given the deep mutual suspicion
and continuing war in Gaza, the deal's suc-
cess appears doubiful,

The deal is predicated on the assump-
tion that the Lebanese government can
miake commitments on behalf of Hezhollah,
a political and armed group that has, for
decades, resided as a “"state within a state™
‘writhin Lebanon, Hezbotlah and its allies

The agreement stipulates a emporary
ceasefire and alms to create conditions
leading te a permanent ceasefire between
Hexbollah and lsrael, The LS has agreed o
lead a monitaring mechanism, However,
the agreement probibits the LS orany other
country from bringing in troops fo enforce
the deal. In formal briefings, US officials
have asserted that since Herbollah has been
weakened during the war with Ismel, itisa
great opportunity to bulld up the LAF as
well as create collective political will in
Lebanon to pass on security entirely to its
army, diminishing Hezbollah's role in the
country. Counting on help from other
countries, especially France, the US wishes
to chiange the course of history in Lebanon,
including the trajectory of the country's
relations with ksracl and lran. Achieving this
goal in G0 days seems a tall srder, It also
remains to be seen as to what the state of
affairs will be after 60 days, and whether
the Trump administration would like o re-
m.llnung.lgcd andd if so, in what manner,

1M is Jenvenwm £ hawe agreed oo the deal be-
cause Israeli forces suffered significant
losses since the ground offensive into
siuthern Lehanon began on October 1, The
country's media reported that within a
manth, over 35 soldiers were killed and
over 900 were wounded in northem front
operations, The reports further indicated
that top army 1 had assessed that

© R Sastkumar

technological tools — from video conferenc-
Ing to drome monktoring — creates powerful
synergies for project oversight,

The results speak for themsebves, Studies
by the Reserve Bank of India estimate that
lor every rupee spent on infastrecture, the
country seesa 25 o 34 -rupee wm in GIR

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While the Tromp eransition team compiled with the Presidential Transition
Acts requirement to lay out an ethics plan for ies staff, the document notably
provides no provision for My Trump, wheose business dealings pose ample

ethical quandaries."

— THE WASHINGTON POST

No place for
communalism

For South Asia to grow, its leaders must act
against religious discrimination

BY RaM MaDiav

SOUTH ASIA, ACCORDING o the Warld
Bank, ison frack tobe the fastest

Torceflly evacuated most of its minorities
through oppressive state action, like blas-
phemy Laws, coupled with aggressive be-
haviour of the religions leadership,

Butwhatis worrying is thar Bangladesh,
anation borm oast of & iejection of the politics
of peligion, showbd murm inio an sl amiss state,
Hinhss amd other mimorities, who sacrificed
equally and enormaously in the struggle for
the creation of the Bengali nation five
decades ago, are being subjected o atroc-
ties in that very country today.

Ilm unspeakame hul.\nmm ol l|'|t‘

ion in the workl, “supported by strong do-
mestic demand in India and faster recover-
s i mnst South Asian countries”, The Bank
projected that growth in the region will re-
miairiat a robwst 6.4 per cent fior the ne -
pleod years. Instability is [ikely to slow down
growth in Bangladesh mwithinthe range of
5.2 3.2 per cent this year. But India's gro-
weth will remain robast at above 7 per cent.
Bhutan is expected i grow at 72 per cent,
alcives at 4.7 percent, and Nepal at 5.1 per
cent, Even Pakistan and Sri Lanka, strugsling
with political and economic il ane ex:
pected to recover well, riding on new eco-
nomic initiatives and the rebound of tourism
al ctivity in
The World Banlk's outloak nuy' smm(l
Fairytale-like to many, How is it possible that
a reggion mired in dermographic compld-
ties, palitical rivalries and communal con-
Aicts should be the fastest-growing region
invthe wiorkd ? The region has witnessed mas-

Pakdstan Armyel

of dsc Bung.ll: nationaliss during 19?n-7|
‘wins well documented by authors such as
eminent American academic Gary | Rass,
whowrote the book The Blood Telegram. In
ome of the first major incidents, the Paldstan
Armyattacked Jaganmath Hall,a Hindu dos-
miteey in Dhaka University, sn Mareh 25,
1971, Killings, rapes and other atrocities
aainat Hindus continued until the libera-
tion of Bangladkesh, keacling to the deaths of
millions of people and a whopping W0 mil-
liony refugees fleeing to India

Ted Kennedy, a LtS Senator, who visited
the refugeecamps in 1971, described the war
asa “systematic camipaign of terror” by the
Pakdistan army, “Hardest hit have been the
members of the Hindu community, who
have been robbed of their lands and shops,
systematically saughitered and in some pi-
aces painted in ellow patehes s H," he said,

T Inedira-Mugily Accoed in 1972 incle-
ded terms |h.1( promised bo take care of the

With [P M come
the world's third-largest economy by 2027,
the country's digital approach to infrastruc-
ture governance could serve as a madel for
other emerging eoonomies

The chiall Nt e

foun-

poplar
tries like Sel Lanka, Palcistan and Banglaciesh,
In Bangladesh, the mob succeeded in top-
pling an ebected government andd replaced
Iewith an ad hoc arrangement with nodiem-
oTatic process i alastan, the most

dation As India works toward its goal of be-
coming a developed nation by 2047, plat-
Forms like PRAGATI will need to evolve to
handle increasingly complex projects. But the:
core princi phe — using the nj;hl cnmhlmlmn
aftechnolosy and leat
accelerate infrastructure dew:lr.lq:mcnl tay

popular leader of the country is behind bars
ithh h

minorti ladesh, Many refugee Hi-
ndus retumed home in that country. Sadly,
despite some efforts by successive govern-
ments, Hindus continued to face persecu-
tion and viclence on regular intervals, with
majorincidents ocourring in 1992, 2001, and
2021. Under Sheikh Hasina, the Awami
L

majoe Eace-off with the country's anmy,
O top of it, the region inherited the
warst form of inter-religouws rivalry thanks
largely to the machinations of the British
Lulonuhsu but also due to the Indian

driving collat A and
transparency — offers a powerful template
for nations secking to transform theirap-
proach i infrastructure development,

Thee platform's approach could be partic-
ularty valuable forinitiarves like the African
Union's Programme for Infrastructure
Development in Africa (PIDA), which aims
to close the continent's infrastructune gap
through cross-haorder projec RAGATI s
accomplishments in managing complex
mulii-state ture

p's poorly thouglh | dectsion

o accept the country's partition in 1947,

Strife between Hindus and Muslims be-

came an everyday reality in the Indian
Subcontinent since then,

India sought o address this dullungn

hrougha rebust and inclusive G

sosght to extend

tection bo the minarities, It browght several
Himehu MPs inte Parliament and even made
a Hindu the chief justice of the Supreme
Court, it provided support to the famous
Hindu strine in Dhalea, the Dhakeshwari
Temphe, Yet, anti-Hindu violence persisted.

As instability in the country contimues,
the attacks on Hindus and Buddhists have
again reached a crescendo. Even Muslim
Bangladeshis, mosthy beaders of the Msami
League, ame being subjected o many atm-

determined government action and an in-
dependent judiciany, The inclusive nature of
the majority Hindu population too helped
this process. Occasional incidenty like
Sambhal r this vast coaun-

offer a time-tested remplate for handling
such collaborations,

As countries across the Global South
work to modermnise their infrastructure ane
support rapidly growing populations and ur-
banisation, PRAGATI's combination of digi-
tal innovation and high-level coordination
prmldc-i a valuable moded for arccler.lrlng

Fry with 1.4 billion people, with almost 20
per cent minarity papulation, has largely
maintained stability 2nd harmony, Whene
challenges arose, the judicial process, free
media anel socio-political activism helped
thevictims. Minerity politics oo flourished
over the decades, sometines helping the

communities in need, but often seeking o
koo 1o

while ('nhl.llll""
-'md effective resource utilisation,

political cagital outof it
But in its neighbourhood, the situation
remained precanous for minority Hindus,

ities. As the episode of the amest of Iskeon
priest Chinmoy Das has proved, Hindus
cannot even depend on the couniry's judi-
clary for justice.

| ralleeel .ahnur thc(‘mmmc Eowth in
the out that withall thi
around ws oo, we rmay still grow, During
‘Warld War Il, the LIS Anmy, which went to
Furope to crush the Mazis and their rmcial ha-
tred], was itsedf a thoroughly segregated insti-
tution, Black and White sobdiers did not live
together, fight together, or even share the
o supplies. Yot, theywon the war Racial
discrimination continued until President
Jahn FKennedy mse to prockaim that *race
Das o place in American Lle or ",

Canthe subcontinental leadership sim-

Dt is Diean and Profiessor of mient

Christians ikhs

ot Said Business School, University of Ceford,
Tyeris Indin's Exscutive Directorar the
Worfd Bank, Views are personal

Palestindan view — hacked by ey nations
— of embarking on a roadmap to a two-
state solution as part of the ceasefire deal
on Gaza and far-right elements within the
lsraeli gowernment, who have been push-
imge for toral control of security in Gaza,
With far-right elements taking an in-
creasinghy belligerent approach, the warin
Gaza 1o multiple fronts for

military objectives with respect (o
Hezbollah and Hamas had been achised
to enable the political process, However,
the threat of Iranian retaliation to the
October 26 Isracli aerial attacks on lran con-
tinues to loom large, For the past few
months, the [staeli media has ¢ at-

Israe] as a result of which seme in the coun-
try adl thie targeting of Irani lear
sites and effecting a regime change in
Tehran, Though the Trump team has
claimed success for the Lebanon deal as the
“Trump effect”, it is quite likely that the
Trump i would use Russia-

edly painting to the erosion of public sup-
rnl tfor the wars, especially because of the

ilure to bring back the hostages home in
abowt 14 months,

Credlible US media inpuls suggest that
the Trump team ton had indicated during
the elections that 1srael should plete its
operations before the President-clect as-
sumed office. This was in linewith Trump's
declared policy of “stopping wars™ and not
“starting wars”™. Moreower, his policy of de-
manding that NATO allies pay their share
fievr thie Eurogaean security shield would also
hn applicable to lsrael which has recently

Withinthe [sraeli nment, the dom-
Inant far-right elements strongly advocate
thee continuews undermining of Hesbollah,
There is also hope of aggressive US military
support under the Trump administration,
especially against Iran, However, the lsrachi

fited from the depl t of the su-
per-cxpensive US THAAD aerial defence
system and 100 Llﬁmitiu?fwrmnnnl.
The US team has called bor re-enerms-
ing efforts for a Gaza ceasefire. However,
there are sharp differences between the

like sanctions rather than direct or indirect
military mwans to secure LIS security inter-
eats in the region,

Lastly, the day the deal took effect, al-
Qaeda linked jihadi groups of Syria, backed
by regional actors, launched a massive at-
tackon Syrian forces in northwestern parts
takinggover control of many pockets, includ-
ing Adeppocity, The re-booting of the Syrian
conflict by regional state and non-state ac-
vors, after years of lying low, is expeoted o
unleash serious vinlence in the region,

inghe actor would b
b0 - ﬂt.lhltsh security and stability in the
years shead. As a result, global security and
commercial interests in the region too are
likely to experience further distress,

The writer iy a security gmnalyst and
Jormer Director General of Plice

epaper.indianexprossicom .. .

Muslim denominations, like lsmailis and
Aburmadis With bslam becoming the state re-
ligiown In besth Pakistan and Bangladesh, mi-
nonky communities were subjected o mamy
restrictions and denial of rights, Pakistan

Hlarly stand upa fare that commyunak
{sm has no place in the life or law of our
conmtries and, of course, sct sccondingly

The writer, president, inetia Foundation, is
with thie B Views mre personal

FOLLOW PROTOCOL

THIS REFERS TO the editarial, 'Fire
traps' {IE, December 6], The fact that
hospital fire incidents in the country
ruickly fade intoobscurity is sobering.
Hospitals often compromise on fire
safety regulations, allowing over-
crowding, while the authorities uma
Dafinl eye for ostenstbe reasons, The
2011 AMRI hospital fire tragedy in
Kolkata revealed that despite the fire

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ProTecT PUNjAB

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "What
Punjabneeds'| |E, December &), Theas-
sasgination atempt on Punjal’s former
Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh
Badal at the Golden Temple is disturb-
ing. It exposes glaring inadequacies in
security protocol atone of India’s most
revered religions sites. While CW
Bhagwant Mann has commenced the
palice for 1UEﬂiI1g a tragedy, robust

safety censure, the hospi
Ll hael converted its basement parking
area into a dump of highly lammable
materials, The main causes of hospital
fires are electrical malfunctions, inad-
equale equipment matnienance, and
an array of human errors, Hospitals
must undergo fire safety audits, where
every infraction invites consequences,

Kamial Laddha, Sengaluny

THIE REFERS T0 the editorial, ‘Fire traps’

ik such
Incidents, Th:l 1cllh:|n1m attacker was
allewed to enter the premises with a
weapon raises concerns, especially
iven the tense concditions in the state,

Sankar Paul, Nodic

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "What

Punjab eeds'( |E, December 6. The at-

eyt on the life of S hiromand Alali Dal

\MﬂjlczdchukhhrSmma Badal must
e

{IE, Decemibser G}, 1t is distressing to see.
people losing lives at the altar of heating.
Hospital fires ane not new in India, oc-
curring in faciliies like AIMS, PGIMER
in Chandigarh, and RML Hospital in
Farrukhabad Most hospital fires oocur
due to short circuits emerging from
overboaded electrical poimts, improper
power supply, faulty batteries and ir-
regular ebectrical wiring, Safety checks
are inadequate, Government Gcilities
are worse, with limited resources at
theirdisposal Itis high time the author-
Iies fix hu\plul fires,

falbhav Geryad, Chandigarly

and all, irrespec-

tive af thelr poditical and religioas affil-
fations, The fact that this incident hap-
pened while he was performing "sewa™
outside the Golden Temple makes it all
the more reprehensible, The sensitive
barder state, which experienced period
ol militancy in the 19805 cannot afford
to enter another dark era of violence.
Thee s s on the AAP government and
the Alalis — they must enforce the rule
of law and regain the trust of the Sikh
masses. The state's peace and prosper-
iy miust mot be sacrificed at the altar of
hatred and divisiveness,
Khalkan Das, Kolkasg
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Plunging into instability

IFrance's political instability and cconomic crisis deepens as Prime

Minister Michel Barnier ousted in a rare no-confidence vore

no-confidence vate on Dacember §, 2024, marking a rare polltical upheaval In France's

In a dramatic tum of events, French Prime Minister Michel Barnier was ousted in a

post-war history, The mation, which gamerad 331 vates, united far-right and left-wing
lawmakers against Barrier's government, plunging France into political instability at a
oritical juncture, At tha core of the crisis lies the contentious 2025 budgat. Facing a mas-
sive budget deficit, Barnier’s governmant proposed a budget aimed at saving Euro 60
billion. The proposal Included austerity measures that sparked widespread discontant
across the political spectrum. Barnier's decision to bypass parliamentary approval for
parts of the budget using special constitutional powers was a key trigger for his removal
Interaatingly, both the Left and the Right united to oppose the budget. By farcing the no-
confidence vota, opposition lawmakers saw an opportunity to challange a govarmmant
struggling to unite a fragmented parflament. The ouster is a significant blow to President
Emmanuel Macron, who now faces daunting chal-
lenges In appointing a successor capable of navipat-
ing a polarised parllament,
Macron's leadership has been weakened, and his coali-
flon has falled to malntaln a majarty, laming his admin-
Istration vulnerable fo opposition maneuvers. France's
poditical landscape Is now marked by daep uncertain-
ty. The immediate challenge Is ensuring fiscal conti-
nuity, as the lack of an approved 2025 budget could
further erode investor confidence, Right now Macron

4

has limited options. Macron may try to quickly install
anew leader, aiming for stabilty before symholc events
like the reapening of the Notre-Dame Cathedral.

However, finding somaone who can secure cross-party support Is a tall order. If the
situation gots worse Macron could rely on emergency measures to extend the 2024
budget provisions or pass the 2025 budget by decree. However, such actions woukd
cafry significant political costs and might deapen the crisis, The turmoll comas at a pre-
carlous time for Frange and the European Union, With Germany grappling with its coall-
tion government's collapse and the raturn of Donald Trump o the US presidancy, Europe's
political stability is increasingly in question. France, as the ELI's second-largest econo-
my, plays a critical role in the blog's cohesion, Domestically, the crisls is a test of resfience
for Maring Le Pen, whose National Rally party supported the no-confidence mation. While
Le Pen seeks to position her party as a stable altemative to Macron's government, pro-
Ionged instability could expose vulnerabilitias in her leadarship. France faces a soaring
budget deficit, high infiation, and growing public dissatisfaction over austerity maasures.
The fragmented parkament refiects a divided elactorate, complicating governance and
Increasing the likelihood of legislative deadiock. The road ahead requires deft political
maneuvenng to restore stability and address the systamic challenges that threaten France's

aconomic and social fabric

India’s maritime legacy:

[Lessons from history

Revisiting India’s maritime legacy can drive advancements in naval strength, trade
security and regional cooperation, paving the way for a strong maritime future

ndia has o rich marltime
history dating back to the
Indus Valley civilisation.
TPeople of ancient Indian
empires such as Maaryas
and Ch Ls were active seafirers
who undertook long and arduous
vayages for trade, cullural, rell
phous wnel political couses. Various
reghonal powers and rulers such
a5 Marathas, Marakdoars and even
Mughals tried 10 contest the
ascendancy of European naval
supremacy in Indian walers, The
rwa:nl day Indian Navy was
hown out of the Royal Indian Navy
in 1947, with ..rm.uy meagre
wssets divided between Tdia and
Pakistar., Asa result, the Indian
Mavy was initially o coastal force
responsible for constal defence
and protectbon of maritime trade,
The Indian Navy proved its met-

the during the liberation war of

Pangladesh n 1971,

T'he decisive and bisld actions by
the Navy in the 1971 war m
thee nation realise the pote
the stlent, yet dynamic and effec
thve element of ﬁ’“‘ comprehensive
national power, Commencing
with the international humanitar
lam und disaster rellef operations
in the aftermath of the 2004
Thunami, the Indian Navy hus sig-
nifeantly stepped up s opera-
tonal tempa.

Ihe recent successes of the Indlan
Nawy in anti-piracy operations in
the Gulf of Aden protecting
miartners of varlous natlonal tes,
Including Pakistanis, have been
internationally appreciated.
Tndlan Navy ships have evacuat-

Foulsts on an saphant silo af the Kaoranga Batlonal Park, in Golagha

ed personnel of the Indlan dias

pora and eltlzens of friendly for

efgn countries from conflict areas
such as Lebanon (2006) and
Yemen (2015),

Ancient Tndian Maritime
Culture Ax India strives for ity
rghtful position on the global
stage, we need o revive and
study the historical and Incige-
nous Indion maritime strategic
thought. Our scriptures, 8-
ex and literature reterence the rich
Indinn maritime strategic cullire,
Other powers that arose in the
Indian sub-continent such as
Satavahuenay, Pullaves, Pandyay,
Cholas and many others contin

ued the rich maritime tradithons
of the Indian civilisatbon well Hmﬁl
the decline of the mighty

Mauryan empire. The adop
ton ol o new naval “Nﬁ}n

| Anspired by the spivit of Shivalis

maritime endeavours iva step
ins this direction that needs io
be ingrained in the ethos of all
maritime and naval endeay
o of the nution.

Shivaji's Maritime
Endeavours: The Marathas
were the only Indian pewer
between the [7th to ey 15th
centuries who successfully
challenged the growing
Enropenn influence in Indian

waters,
Shivajl, his son Sambhaji
Mahara] and their able
Admirals such ws Mayank
Bhandarl, Dautat Khan,
Sicdhei Clujar and legendary
Kanholi Angre raised and
maintiined o |1r\mt: Nuvy of
aver 5000 personnel compris
ing over 300 veswels ar ity
ek Noted historian Jadunath
Sarkar acknowledges that
“Nothing proves Shivajis
genius an w born statesman
muore chearly than his creation
of a navy and naval bases”. The
Maratha maval prowess was
further ulnmlhlhm] under
Muratha Admiral Kanhojl
Angre from 1699 onwards, He
effectively challenged the
British maritime power on
the West comst from his hise at
Vijaydurg in Rotnagiri.

His tactics ol sttacking the

OTHER POWERS

decp draught British shipa
with shallow water crafts, unil-
I-Iur the shelter of shallow nat-
ural harbour and fortress with
maunted heavy guns were
alein to typical wea denial and
littoral warfare operations
practised by modern navies,
Such was the Maratha naval
supremiey that even a com
bined Anglo-Poriuguese

ansault on Kolaba dsland of
THAT AROSE IN THE  Mumbai in 1772 best llldl--.
INDIAN SUB- Vil Culue of Chia
CONTINENT SUCH AS ||1.|\'.1 |rrllllwmlv::ln|::‘11|:‘|,lll‘1:lf.ll!.‘]l:ﬂ:I::
SATAVAHANAS, HUIHHH]:H:I‘FIH; ull lh:llnl. cen-
PALLAVAS, PANDYAS, cnce of a flourihing port i
CHOLAS AND MANY Kavcn:uln.uu .uu.lI Iﬁs‘lk:q{":
Mect escorting merchint ships

OTHERS CONTINUED _III{ll'”n' I:;lrlur‘_!ti ot
THE RICH MARITIME - Scx mentions thevopuge o e
TRADITIONS OF THE 3 b Sof, i
INDIAN CIVILISATION in the Pacific [)u]rnr{l._l 'i'llu'
WELL PAST THE i, o,
DECLINE OF THE 3t
MIGHTY MAURYAN qmnlgdle_.wp ml.ih |t||.ni I‘rlvi.wli

capabilities and es

EMPIRE :ka l:.Ia'Il lFih?E‘ ||Il]=?u: i‘l:lllijl :‘h:::n

and South Bast Asia The sea

farers of the Chola empire had
exceptivonal navigational skills
and, an understanding of the
seas, monsoons, winds and

-"“j Fu,‘

ANCOP SHARMA

currems They were conver
sant with the use of a 32-poaint
Arab-Tamil wind compass
and as many as 56 stars in the
Northern Hembsphere for nav-
Igation. Despite the lack of a
rudider and magnetic compasa,
thee Cholas seatarers could tr
verse the distance between
Indis and Southeast Asia in
twelve o fifteen days, Indica-
tive of thedr Blue Water cuapa
bility, The maritime endeay
ours of ¢ Chelus provide valu
able Insights for stakeholders
of the contemporary Indlan
maritime strategy. The Indian
maritime |"I.llF“|‘k for the
Indian Ocean HL‘P('UII thist has
evilved from the Look East' ;o
‘et East' and the Securlty
and Growth for All in the
Reglon (SAGAR) can draw
Inspiration from Indial mar-
Itlme legmey. Initlatives lile
antl-piracy missbons in the
Liull oof Aden, HADR missions,
Sagarmula and Port Led
Development, SAGAR, Atma
Nirbharta and Make in India
ete, have common threads
with the muritime peactices of
Chaolas,

(The views exprosed ane soly
Iy those of the awthor ared do ot
rieflect the pogition af the fridian
Naavy or the Plowweer. The writer
{3 curvently serving as INerLF
Xr.rflll at Defence Services Staff
Coliege, Wellington)

From chaos to comfort: Reflecting

on Delhi's transit transformation

APS MALHOTRA

Oncee reliant on rickery IYTC buses plagued by poor service, Delhi now boasts a state-of-

the-art metro nerwork, revoludonising cravel and making commuring a brecee

an you drop me at the
' Dhauls Kuan Metro
Station |n your car? |

st catch the 1800 hes train
from there, requested my col
league, Madhu Jasrai, i
were keaving the office ir
Dhikaji Cama Blace complex.
"Sure, why notll" | replied
wonchalantly, "I have some
work on the other side of
town, and It Iv prudent to
travel by the metro, Instend of
takeing rlskes, and gettd rid
locked in the pmﬁml] anhs'
explained. | could not have
agreed more,

After she got off at Dhaula
Kuan, 1 resumed my journey
tovwirdds Diwarka, and bnstine
tively, my mind, always in &
mad rush, raced back in time,
0 the duys when Delhi did
o't have & misss transit system,
When we, the peopde of Dielhi,
huaiel en ol \rlufrrullcly on the
rickety, black smoke-spewing
Yellow-Green DTC huses
which operated at the base
bevel of punctuality, hygiene,
customier sarvice and safety.
o much so, thit the monsier
red buses eurned the well
deserved sobriguet of being a
klller line] duse to the number
of futal accidents in which
they  were  Involved.
Mercilulky, for a kang Unve, my

expostre to this hoerible ser
vice was limited, as 1 had the
rivilege of travelling on the
I‘uhmlmn. g
Although the situation
changed when | maved 10
college, and then university,
there remalned a saving grace,
the University Spectal, nﬁﬂwh.
with a monthly all-route stu
dent pass for a measly Ra
12.50 wis the lifeline of stu
ents, But, desplte these safe
guards, It was difficult to
remaii lsolated Trom the
seary DTC, where the drivers
behaved as if they owned
Delhl roads as if It were a
grand prix track, And the lem
naid uruml the frequency &
1\uuv||ml|ly al the service,
he better it s, as quite often,
ang had to wail for hours on
end before an overcrowded
bus appeared on the horlzon,
heaving like a fatigued for-
tolse. Expecledly, even before
it came 1o a halt, a viruel

stampede ensued. In the
mielee, there was an exchange
of choicest Punjabi abuses,
(isticuffy, an oecastonal phys
lcal altercation, lecrative busl
neas for pickpockets and
chain snatchers, and worst of
all, a fleld day for eve-tensers.
It was while travelling on
these buses that Delhi
denizens earned most of their
characteristics- of belng
brawny, inaensitive to women
and disarderdy,

Druring this Tullabaloo, the
role of the crew was unpre-
dictable. Sometimes they poe
ferred to be mute spectatory
witching over the IJllkua with
the serenily of a smilling
Buddha, At other thmes, they
were nmm'pi'. with a short
fuse, and embroiled in heat
ed arguments with harassed
commusters, with hard-1o
Irmagine ferocity Nevertheless,
ance the confusion sorted, ax
IF by divine intervention, and
there was no space for more
passengers- asevery nook and
cranny, including the win-
dows, footreats and the rick.
ety bars at the rear of the bus
lad been goblled- the driver
|m's=ni the accelerator, 1o
bring the bus into painful

motion, Hereon, the law of

the jungle 100k over, as rules

were flouted with Impunity,
without fear of the law- seaty
reserved for women, the
clderly and the physically
challenged, hardly, il ever,
went o thowe for w{\nn: these
bl bveen carmarked. Signs of
‘no smoking, ‘no tobacca,
‘mar litter” and ‘no spitting’
were ignored callowsly, with
out an jota of deterrence,
Hyglene, well what I that?
At the end of this mayhem,
those who missed hoarding
thvee s B tor wadt, patient
by, for thelr next wilempt,
nd the wheel started mov-
Ing in the same patiern, onoe
maore. This bong reverle con
clisded when | reached boime
und parkeed the car in its slot,
As 1 walked towards my
honase, | thanked the stars (not
any politiclan or bureaucrat)
for thve wines of change that
have blown scroas the face of
my clty, transforming it in
three Jn‘mlr\ heralding the
ern when state-ol-the-art
Metro erisserossed Delhi like
an setopus spreading it ten
tchen, when radio cabw whizz
around, when CNG & electric
buses s a © non sight.
Dielhls public transport sys
tem has indeed come of age,
(The author is a freclaice
wriler: views are persanal|

LETTERS
Workplace woes for women

SOUTH KOREA REJECTS MARTIAL LAW
Madam — South Korei escaped the mar
tial law imposed by President Yoon Suk
Yeol on Tuesday night, within just & howrs,
for the flst time since 198, then 1 will not

ive the credit for this 1o the people who

ad gathered outside the Parllament
building late at night, nor to the 190 MPs
who overturned the Presidenth craxy
declslon n just o few hours, The entlre
credit goes anly to the South Korean army,
who quietly watched this spectacle (rom
i distance und did not Interfere in any way
1 the army warded, it could have fr |lﬁrvm.|
the President’s orders and fired on the
crowd of comman peaple and also arvest
ed the MPs who had reached the
Parliament building, South Kerea ls one
of the most developed and industrialised
countries in the world,
South Koreals economy b the 12th largest
I the world andd the fourth lagest in Asia
N ove b able to understand this decision
of the President despite there belng no
untest of any kind. Experts are even say
g, that President Yoon Suk Yeal and his
wile Kim Kyeom-hee must have tuken such
i step due 1o corruption charges against
them. Now |I11']' will have 1o step down
froum their post themselves, or else they will
be removed by bringlng an impeachment
mation agalne them in the Pardtament
Jist pemeving theim will nat work, but they
sl be put in ail, Since the founding
of South Korea in 1948, several presidents
have declared a military emergency. The
maost recent-and perhaps the most infa
mous-occurted in 1979 after the assasi
mathon of Presiclent Park Chung-hee, o for-
mer peneral who had occasionally used
martlal law o crack down on political
protests and opposition since seleing
power in 1961,

Jang Bahadur Stoagh | fashedpar

LAX VIP SECURITY IN PUNJAB

Madam— The recent brazen assassination
attempt on former Punjeb CM Sukhbir
Stngh Badal ae the Golden Temple under

wcores 4 disturbing breach In security that
itk serious concerns ahout the sttes law

p——

|1 sl bl I Ehat the workplace gan
becoma o prodlem for young working
worman. Though maost places ara salo, s
i i few axcuptions. lncl his sean over 400
cases af saxual hamssment at wark every yaar
aingo 2018, with an averagn of 445 cases biing
porind annuty, sccording b Rational Crme
Facords Buroas (NCRE) data. Ovor 419 canes,

und order, This incident, involving a for-
mer terrorist armed with a sophisticated
weapon, highlights glaring |nadequacies
In security protocols at one of Indink most
revered religlous sites. While ©M
Bhagwant Mann has commended the
police for averting a tragedy, it is evident
that more robust measures are required 1o
prevent sich Incidents,
The fact that the attacker, Narain Singh
Chaara, was allowed 1o enter the premis-
s with u weapon exposes 1u|i|:u- In intel
ll?l‘llll‘ and ground-level vigilunce,
Alihough frisking ai religious sites is o sen
ubtive bssue, safeguarding lives and ensue-
Ingg the sanctity of such locations must be
paramount. The oppositioas call for Chict
Minkster Mani resignation reflects wide-
wpread i m over the perceived
deterioration in law and order. This el
dent should compel the Punjab govern.
ment 1o take immediate steps Lo review
und strengthen security urrangements,
especially mt religious and public places.
Fallure 1o act declsively ridks mot ¢ mf}' puth-
lic wakiety but lso thee repatation of the state,
whal Mayur | Tumakirn

o abaut 35 per month, wara raported in the
oy i X023, Thisr could e mors urmepon:
ul ones. That your, Himachal Pradeuh moard-
od tha Bighust rumbor of sexual harmssement
casmn 0t the warkplaes (37), followed by
Kertl (83}, Maharastitra (48), and Karnitaka
(43)
Thir Sl Hurmssmeent of Wamen ot Worklice
(Proventian, Prahibition, and Rodrossal) Aol
2013 (PoBH Act), was onacted to sabeguard
woman and previde michanisms for adiness-
Ing secunl Marassmant. |n 2023, comporses
raportad 1,160 naxusl harsssmant complalrts,
the highust numbor i the past decadn
Howiver, only alghtly more than hall of these
G winte rnahved, Aceording 1o dati frorm (e
Cardra far Ecanarmic Data and Anatyss, Ashoks
Linivrsity. On average, 40 suanl hargsmen
i warn reparind svery diy n 2022,
Jayanthy Subramantam | Musibaf

CURBING CUSTODIAL CRIMES
Madam — Two recent fudgements-one
from the Delbi High Court and the
other from a special court in Bengaluru
convicting pelicemen for custodial tor-
ture andd \Tmlh of the accused have sent
u strong message on putting in place a
robust mechanlsm to end Ili-r REoUrge
once and for all. 687 persons died in
police custody between April 1, 2018,
wnd March 31,2023, o damning indict
ment of the police.
Gienerally, custodial deaths go unreport-
ed but for vigilante organisations and
prouctive families that have a keen nose
tor suspecting foul play. The Supreme
Court guidelines in all cases of arrest or
detention are clear-cut, During custo-
dial detentions, nullnlqhuif documen
tatlen and presence of legal counnel ire
compulsory. Additionally, every police
station should have COTY cameras
imstalled In strategic points,
Ganapathl Bhat |Alkola

Sand your leedback lo:
letterstaploneer@gmall.com
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‘Dream big, but

orn in the small village ol

Bayang In Chhattlsgarh

Ralgarh diverlet, st ministor

01 Choudhary's journey ks o
testrment 1 restilence, detormbnatio
and remaddable achievements, O
conming ey hardships, inclading the
loss of his futher at the age of elght, he
el thee UF IR ILIENT i v
biscomilng oo ol the youngest [AS offi-
comn ol hils barch,

Fibs teiure In the Indian Admin-
Istrative Service was marked by Inno-
vaitlve governanece, which earmed b
the prestiglous Prime Minkster's

Award Tor Excellence [n Publlc
Adminlstration.

A key lgure in the BIP's cam-
padgn duclng the Tharkhand election,
Choudhary transitloned o polltles
uml Joined the waffron [mny In 2018,

merverlng through eleciral chal-
|l'liu|-|. e emerged victoriows In 2024
o a member of the Legislative Assem-
By fresm Ralgarh,
Currertly serving as the youngest
uunl»m InChief Minkster Vishno Deo

Saud'w eabsinet, Choudhary handles cric
Teal puni'nllu- such as Finance, Com-
mereial Tax, Houslng and Enviren-
ment, Plasning, and Ee k&

epaper thestilesman.com

man
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ment continues 1 guide my politeal
fpournay, where | sirive to hrllu} LEins-
Formative changes to people's lves
though innovative policies and trons-
iRt v *.

). You huave seambessly transl-
thoned from administration to poll-
s, Whint has been the must chal-
lenglng part of this shif?

A. The rransbion from adminls-
wration to politics s bath ehallenging
wrd rewarding. As an IAS offlcer, |
operated within o defined fmmework,
bl g peaichon set by thie gov-
vinment, In pollles, howive
weape Is hroader, and the
Ity to connect with peop
nonal level Is immen
challenglng aspoct is mandaging ||l||il|1
rreeption while saying trie (o ore's
whare values, Politen demands baloc-
m goals with Immediate
also affiers a unlgue plat-
form to shape policies lrom their

boomy, | s this as an of
toamplify my lmpact and serve po-
ple in o maore dynomic capaciiy,

Q. How v Chlattlagarh address-
vwih In

Nayn Ralpur and Atal Nagar as capl-
tal cliy. Thees Is a plan o |I|~uu!n[.
SCH on the lUnes of NOE This will
Ilnh |h|||.ur. Durg-Bhilal, and Ruj-

gaan, creating a more Integeat-

Statistics, Choudhury's irajectory
teflects his deep commbtment 1o pub-
lie service

i an sxelusive Intervliow with
Shishie Boy Chowdhury of The Ststes-
man, he discusses his Inspiing jour-
ny, the ¢ nﬁnn.fw:w-nuu:w. and
hibw wisbon fur Chhastisgach's Ture

0. ¥,

Journey
willage In € Illlnlllnm.rh 0 hwl
ane of the youngest IAS offlcers Is
wemarkable. How has your early 1ife

el your approach to governance
muhl_lcwx'k

irowing u]la in Baya
e village b Ralgarh, mught
dresllience and determing:

towanrd thee struggles of athers,
chatly those In rural areis, As an 1AS
1 Frvevimisd omn grassroaty govr
onsaring thit the benellis of
il the most marglnal-
lzed sections of soclery, This commit-

Ing Lk
Infrastructure and Hvellboodst

A In Chiattbsggarh, wit have con-
wistontly workid to empower the agr-
cultn wecton, As | mentoned eardies,
wat are purchasiog paddy o the rato of
s 5, O e cpuintad, W are alio foeus-
Ingon ihl)ﬁllilllll[llujn'ln-l o ensuing
e avidlabylliey of quality seeds and fer-
tilzery for farmers, which have hme-
fited them aignificantly.

Under the Infrastructure secior,
the double-englne government has
beon approving satlonal highways,
<lane roucs, and Nyovers. Simul-
tanecusly, our government has

aridd that there is no shortage of
Tunddy for basic wmeidtes ke mods
el water,

Ttecontly, Unlon ministor Nitln
Giadkarl approved projects worth s

c-d urbun lundsea pe.

@, How has Chhattlsgarh
witracted nvestments and ensured
Industrisl growih?

A Under the ership of Clhilel

Mindster Sal, Chhattlsgueh recently
latsnehied it new Industial Develop-
mant Palicy for 202440 The policy
s been designed with o Tocus on
wmployment generation and s
aligned whh the vison of bullding a
developed Indin by 2047, For the first
time, subsidies for indusicles will be
linked wemployment creatlon. If un
Industry provides jobs to over |0
youths, addicional incentves will be
provided wnder the BE-SFOKE policy,
The new policy also encouriges
Investenent in soctons such as touism
aned healil

20000 crore for Chbattisgarh, While
the previous government had
wtoppod the Pradhan Mantr Awis
Yejana, wo havo now restarted con-
wtrueting homes for mare than 18
Lukhy poor lumilles. We are developing

Q. What are Chhattlagarh's

Ananclal goals for the nex flve years?
A Chur goal s te double Chhat-
tingarh's GO in the next five years,

W are Toeusdng on poliches that will
promote job creatlon and Improve
TUROILECE [T ment, We sim 1o
strengthen the services sector
which curtently contributes 45 pe
cont to the waw’s GOP, whils the
wtlonal average is 55 per cent, We
are working to bring the services
wernr's contelbution in e with
the natlonal average, Our Tocus v
on enhancing sectors like engineer-
g services, research and develop-
ment, healtheare, tourlsm, anter-
wlnment, pharmaceutical and elec-
trle vehicles (EVs)

0. What Is your vislon for Chlai-
dagarh's cconamy, and how do you
plan to schleve iKY

A, Our vision Is 10 make Chhat-
v kelf-rellant, industiially
st focused oo

work hard’

artifleial b

data ¢

strengthe
Wi

Higence (AL, roboties and
ern, which will further
i BCOROITY,

e also priorticing industries
e emmployment opporuni
spectid o arise, Through this
approach, we alm w pf:wlnlu- |uh- m

100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

VT in a tradition of meladrama tat the
Araghe maorf should be lightensd by o cor-
ki amount of serlo-comic relief, This pur-
poomat bs ooy served In connection with the
Egyptian tragedy by the resamption of
ot n. m lite the Gealra degation sys-
tem ln udan up o s full capaciy
\r-llhmn un) Iunluuhm an the quantity ol
water to be stored. [E wis obvious from the
Hrbthsh ultimaium that the rofsence (o the
Gezlra schieme wan part of a policy which
Tl by ruturedy commbcdereed, ard s
inclushon In e terms submitted w the
Egypelan Gove ok winn a diplomaibc
alterthought, e sluatlon b elucidoted
Ty the official axplunation published else-
sre, proving ineldentally the lengths o
which Beitish diplomacy wiss ready to go o
T yeairs ago in order to plac prinn
sentiment. The Makwar dam. the centre
neser would o
1o e quantity
al water reaching Lower Egyptvia the Nile;
Bt bocause of Egypelan clamour Loed
Allenbyy, whe s by no means s weak man,
actuully houmd the Sudanese Government
i Hamlt the by ):-lml a0 one tensh of
Its possible 1 Injustice of this
arcangemont had nlmtmul;. Im v brought
B 1o the Britlsh Government some
e previous o the tragedy of last we
and the artificlal restriction would hayve
1 eemovid In any case, T
ave only themselves to thank thit It has
been got dd of summardly mather than by
{rbendly negotiation,

0 wewsmews—— V|

Yo el pror
o huly e maerlage and luhluu‘lh ]
Lo

). Vou are often seen as o youth
leon In Chhattlsgarh, How do you
engnge with the younger general
and what message do you have for
them?

A Hirmby bellove thar the youth
are the architocts ol @ matlon's e,
Whether durlng my adminisiratl
oF now in 1md|||c:. 1 hawe ¢

development, This will be achhkved
rhlmmh Innovitlon, |m-p it in

cture and th
ton of progressive polic . Wi plnu
o promote seciors such as agricul-
wire, roneswabile snergy, Information
wehnology, and manufuciuring all of
which hive signifi paatentlal for
job ereation, Additlonally. we are

iy Ring with
young minds and 1lnu.um1png thom
1y et lvely partbeipaie in natlon-build-
Ing, Forthe youth, my ressage s slm-
pibe: Dvesams bgg, bat bk those dieams
with hard work and perseverance,
Whather it is nequiring new skills,
Innovatng, or partclpating in demao-
eritle processes, thelr contrfbuthon (s
phvotal o crenting u stronges Indis,

Will Gwadar become another Hambantota?

F S ALJAZUDDIN

wdar has been a fshing vil-
fuge sinee history began. s
scitlon on the souhem coist
el msiliern Badochbstin maant
that It inhabitan hid 1o/l ol locally
caught Tk and depoid o2 seasonal
showers for potabslo wi
‘The tribes there encountened by
Adiriduer @ Great during his retreat
dcross Makran In 325 BO ware
describid by his historlan Arrdan as
letthyaphag or fish-eaworn — "a halry
race, with lng nalls with which they
used 1o divide thetr fish, and they used
Tor weapois wooden plkes hardened
with fire”,
Mesander led one group of his
tronpa over land while his admiral
MNearchis ok the rest i ships soiling
along the eoast. Alesander, miskod by
seouts, lost his way. .'\Imm, with hls
troops, he had to endure s summes’s
hent wnd o punishing nr.'m'll)'ﬂfwllh-l.
According o one account, Alexander
when offered a helmet contalnlng pro
chous water, poured [ into the sand "in
Tront of Biv men, ather than drink
when they could not”

Matkran had not changed much
() yemrs lntor. Sunveying it in

96, thie Fnggllsh )nl-nmhplil'r[ M
Holdich wonderod “what mans
madness could hive induced him o
Haoldich recog-
i of the 'fish-
eaters', remarking that not only did

Altheuigh lta hison h-
Ing more than o seemingly unchanged
cantinuity, Makrans geography
ansumed o slgnificance for 200h-con-
wry superpowers, To them, the Ar-
blan Sea becume o poddiing pool in
wehideh they could foat thekr boats snd
play war gal The beachheads of
Gwadar and Ormara assumed o new
Hignificuns

In March 1972, Zulfikar All Bl
s prisldont, sent o proposal to LIS
president Richard Kixon olfering
Ppor and racking s facitil
along the Arnblan sea coust near
Koruchil", Secrotnry of State W, Rogers
advised Nixon that the US did ao
"unvinage o neod for soch fcilities but
remalned open o any specific pro-
pesals bn port expar

m'

Bhutto persisted Helore his
meeting with Nizon a year later in
Seprember 1973 Henry Kisslnger
brlefed Nixon that Bhutte's main
motive In seckinga Balochlstan port
1 help him bring

was probably
e

wparsely populated. chronleally
unstable, opposition-dominaled
avines,

Durlng thelr meeting, Nixon
admined o Bhutte thit e (Gwadar)
pert proposal thatyou made intelgeed
e, W cannot siy anything definiive
onthis woday || Dr Klssinger will look
i this, 5o far, we hove put every-
thing in that ares on Diego Garela. [t

Kieslngs
“Firat ks the ¢
the l[lllr.'alkm of s, This second ques-
|I=m peames an fssue only when the
es Into buing,
|h--n- |- e dliffere
aned bnformal use,”

Hhuto reassured them: "l am
marally cortain that o US presence
would be justified in terms of Pak-
intand Inverests. | don't sy that @ wlll
not be an ssue in Pakistan, but |
Teblerver | enn manage i."

o davel nent of Gwadar
faund o resonance in Chinese pre-

¢ Zhou Enlal's mind. Durlng a
£ in Bel In  few months
Tater, Zhou Enlul I:n ] Kimlnger: "We
whll bt bn great Tivour of your isslst-
ing Pakistan and building o naval
port in Pakisian

Fif en lnter, the tables hive
Been wened. Ching has stepped for-
ward and made Gwadar s own,
leaving the US with {is toehold in
Iy gu limlu. ||:||n-\ that Gwadar

Id replic thina's success
v-Ill: Shenshe || [l “hina’s st special
eeonomle zone and now an oco-
nomle powerhouse} have been
belled. The Baloch complain: “Joh
promises were not met ndustrial
promises were not met, The busl-
news opportunities for Pakistanis
were ngt met. OF the promised nine
speclal economle zones, not one |s
Tully functional o date.”

Little benefit has trickled down o

wen then,
e between formal

with murauding Chinese trawlers for
theslr o fish,

Could Gwadar fall, becomu
snother Hambentota, the Chineso
funded port In Sl Lanka sinking
undur heavy Indebtednesst
Mao Zedong once sald: “Success
tequires you to stand on your own
foer.” He was sllent about trylng to
succend on borowed crutches, He
selvined albvo aboat how 1o learn from

FORCE SURROUNDED

SPANISH LOSSES IN
REAR GUARD ACTION

A PARIS mossage from Tangler says
that tha withdrawil of 15,006 Spaniards i
Tetuan has vecasloned keen anxlety,
notwithstanding that the evacuation ol
Sheshunn was carvied outwith all material,

Thie ruir-guanidd wiak ottmcked when it
e Db, with hiavy Spanish boss
o, and General Borenguor was wounded
irnumedlazely he arrived an thie baideleld

Thie troaps then strugged o Souke-
Harba, where thiy were surrundud, They
ware subsequently fo
mowndain pathis and the
were cut. Hasty preparations are belng
e i Tetwan 1o assist the mee in retreat,

INDIAN STATE TROOPS

POTENTIAL
AUXILIARY OF
GREAT VALUE

SPEAKING at a banguet it Rajkot
yenterduy His Exeelle Vieeroy sald:
“Laall hepe on some ot uslon
0 e mone extenadve visits o the States
in this ageney ol 1o e |Iu - ot of
el Pork i} el
with Ity salt werks, the unjs hibl of Pal-
Itan, and many other places and Impor-
tant cthes of which you are riuhlly]lxmlu —
“Lut me ke this eppominity of ex
pu:nmt( my o II‘!!IIKI'I‘JHLIIIII of the
splendid sery which the Suies In this
part of India rendered v the Esplee Inothe
Ciront War, These services wen of a plece
with your mutinl traditions and that high
|ul|||u|I| an for loyaley to the Crown which
it hay been the pride of the Indlan Sttes
o malntain and chorish.
iy glid 1o bearm that some ol the
\'nllll“ n-Iunwu of the ruling fmilies of
ave adopred military careers
In |I t Irull-u\ ,\lmy. undd | trust that this
connexion will continue and b extended,
and that boys ul‘ |I|1i st In the rising
generation will turn thelr atention o
wiuckying an Diebvra Dunowith o view o queal

of nat it ks sulted 1o our cond L1
Thie other attitude bs o wse our heuds
and lewrn those things thi sult our
conditions, that Iy, to abwarh whatever
expeerbene by useful toous” That s the
atthude hls prople adop

All of Pakistan's governmenis
have prefecced Mao's firse option,
They have always felt maore comfon -
abale riding on the hack of the Chilnese
drigon,

it fish but "fish enters Into the  might be uselul @ hove access wa the lo population In G wmlm athers: "Cne |s the dogmatic anliude
ol of dogy, eats, camels and cantle”,  port an well” Warne, they are having 1o ¢ of transplanting everything, whether  Ossnass.
NO-202983
ACHOSS 16 Ciote markes(d) 20 Paying 17, hung, §  Explaits work s troupe’ § outsiders
1 Time bomb Faiea ta withaut a blt of waakiing (7) maist vislt mullan city
1 barry Belafonts and | oaen vault (& string - It :nulamn [ wwesnor turmed nrm- ay bac
weturtaining member 30 Present grooting ta g game |1 lan Rush = Initialy loft 1.3
ol craw (1) iilshog In doorway (7] back s taken in " uau a baxer might
1 jukabout Aamalcan 2% Shackind by fipoing  Cown 19 rean goem on thi
e (8} wutrama damitris o 1 Legl ye o Fam e - e dinas are,
0 Joke about extremety device {8) R mlements recipe far cow s cruclaiy, of different
lson came 24 School limiting heart [B) sl 7
(L] Groek coin befare band (| B Anclent Mead of 30 Wny sase off
10 Scratehing an acs start of extaratian 2 The Dutchman, say, Entertainment maamhine’ (1)
conpe plate fiaksh (o] (27} eguBriy s B g a TV channel 31 Strange Bmes. son
11 Apes faod (5.41 20 Star making mcerd smckn rings 133 Absaulcominyisely
13 Eelieve locturer 5 on champagre B} 144 14 Dniine business i
cluared of decalt and 37 rithi Uneeal 1 Goft wet ma touring e erafficking! 27 Remocies
Bl (5] palitician embracing sty B 15) 1 contemgorsry
15 Charactens Invte | &  Aftercrashing car 16 Smashand-grab, | fing lumnent sacand
atcaskanally arapping reactionary mrt (5) the man gaes by rating (4
Inan our Nan, near 78 Helpt In calypeo style raltway to get to 17 It might sccompany 25 Ha-'wuﬂa "
y whtar’ 8 house (7) 1% wonrt|7) Harry lismfonte - turned op In town |31
TR g 44 s bl i o 1 pasmir G B 1oy - , tarwiun)

ifylngg o W [0 enler 1) i
recelve King's Commibsslons, | am gled to
hear that the Indian State Forees' scheme
han been approved by o numbor of Dur-
s and by been adopted in many State
Well organized State troops foom a pat
tal muedliary of grewt value to the forces ol
the Empire, md 0 addition, theugh the
ald divys when bandits and dacolts infest-
A Kathiawar are happlly past, toops of
hin eharaeter within the Suethemsebaes
form a po ul Insurane ||<||Jl|n| any
s outhreak of disord an
ective weapon for dialing n.,m, with
any sporadic coffance or branch of law and
nnh-r which muy ooe
“Hor Excellency has boen greatly
wmln-ll hy 1he kind reference His High
s the Mahea s Jan Sahib has made on
your bahall to her and her work and asks
ot express her gratiude,”

CHICAGO MURDERS

MORE THAN ONE
PER DAY

1A u holds un unenviable mur-
ml.

The “hicago cormespondent says
that the ||fﬂ£ Ll wtatintics show tha, in Jess
Wi ukx years, | 500 mueden were
tedd. I the fiest ten months of 1924 th
E gadnst 270 in the whole of 1923,
I Octeshor, the lest mosth for which Ngunes
e aviilbibe, murders wene commined o
the vt of moms than ane por day.




