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Private-investment conundrum

Policy intervention will improve prospects

he Union g hasi pital afterthe pan-

demic-induced disruption. Aside from suppumng demand during the

recovery phase, the implicit assumption was that, at some point, the

investment baton would be passed on to the private sector, which will
sustain growth, The Union gov ‘s capital d i d from
L67 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2019-20 to 34 per cent in 2024+
25. Although the recovery from the pandemic was sharp — partly driven by sta-
tistical effects — revival in private investment has remained tepid. It is worth
noting that the weakness in private investment goes back to pre-Covid days.
The state of investment in the pre-pandemic years can be partly explained by
what was termed the “twin balance sheet problem”. Both corporate and bank
balanci ame under stress in the years after the global financial
crisis. The problem has since been fully resolved and the balance sheets of both
corporations and banks are in good shape. However, the private sector is still
unwilling to invest in a big way.

India’s gross fixed capital at prices is exp to be at

334 per cent of GDP this financial year. This will need to be pushed up to attain
sustained higher growth. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in this respect, this
week asked Indian not to be mere He argued they should
seek global and accept chal The issue of private i
also came up frequently in Manthan, the annual thought leadership summit
hosted by this newspaper last week. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
noted that !hc private sector should talk about what was stopping them from

P Bcudcsmg;m onimp
the go isdoing ilitate i It hns for instance,
over smcv: 2014. Over 3,700 legal provisions have
also been and the go is continuing to move in this
jon. The of a Di jon C are being d

Since investment on the ground takes place in states, the commission, depending
on its terms, will need to collaborate with states. High growth in the 2000s was,
in a way, made possible by reforms in the 1990s.

Although some of the prop can be as ¢
efforts to improve the ease of doing business and will show results over time,
there could be a variety of reasons why Indian firms are not investing in a big
way. The data collected by the Reserve Bank of India shows capacity utilisation
in manufacturing is at about 75 cent, marginally higher than the longer-
term average. It is typically the level at which firms start contemplating fresh
investment to augment capacity. However, they may be reluctant because of at
least two important reasons, First, the global economic environment has been
uncertain for quite some time. The uncertainty only increased after the retumn
of Donald Trump as American President. Second, there is significant overcapacity
in China, which limits the prospects of increasing exports.

India’s high-growth years in the 2000s, with increased investment, were also
a period of high growth in exports. The share of exports in GDP, according to the
data maintained by the World Bank, increased from about 15 per cent in 2003 to
over 25 per cent in 2013, It fell to about 18.7 per cent in 2019, Although the share has
recovered since, 1tmmnhusguﬂunuybdowmcpuk1‘hcmhw!mhwmm¢m
and overall growth can partly by export While the gov-
ernment is easing duties on this front, a lot more will need to be done.

Another trade hurdle

Quality control orders are hurting India

onversations about trade, both globally and in India, are dominated by
tariffs. India, after a period of increasing tariffs across the board, has
signalied in recent months, including through the Union Budget, that
import duties will now be lowered. The justification for this shift in policy
s, correctly, that it will value addition within India and allow
to become part of global supply chains, However,
are not a function of tariffs alone. Regulations, restrictions, and quotas also play a
role — these are generally called “non-tariff barriers” to trade. Policymakers in New
Delhi must consider whether their approach to non-tariff barriers is contradicting
the gains they will make from reduced tariffs.

In recent years, bureaucrats in New Delhi have discovered a new form of
non-tariff barrier. This and statist is under the
so-called “quality control orders”, or QCOs. As economist Arvind Subramanian
and others have pointed out nnu:cscpug:s.ltmlnawmguscdqot)sammu
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Europe’s powerful
tool against Russia

If European leaders want to follow through on their statements
in support of Ukraine, they must seize the moment by

seizing Russia's assets

is now clear that US President Donald Trump's
I‘ndmmmuﬂon will betray Ukraine In its fight
to resist Russian aggression. Mr Trump himself
Iseither a victim of disinformation, or he Is a will-
ing participant in an effort to decelve Americans
about the causes and conse-
quences of the war.

Mr Trump’s lies include claim-
Ing that Ukraine Is equally to blame
for the war; that Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
doesn't “have the cards” toend the
conflict on favourable terms; and
that Ukraine could not have
defended itself without US help.

Yet the whole world knows that
Russla launched an unprovoked

initial weeks, when Ukrainians

valiantly defended an 1,800-mile

front line against a supposedly superior army, long
before deliveries of Western artillery, armoured
vehicles, and alr-defence systems arrived.

The disgraceful scene in the Oval Office on
February 28 highlighted Mr Trump's hostility toward
Zelenskyy and fondness for Russian President
Viadimir Putin. Is it just that Mr Trump loves author-

ANDREW KOSENKO &
Invasion, and we all remember the  JOSEPH E STIGLITZ

(as was widely suspected during his first term)?
Whatever the case, Mr Trump rejects the vel)'
idea of the rule of law, because he
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the US will defend Europe only If doing so serves
what Mr Trump belleves are his Interests.
International law and treaty obligations mean noth-
ing to him, just as they mean nothing to Mr Putin,

Europeans are coming to terms with these harsh
realities. The most Immediate tasks are tocreate a
self-sufficlent defence force and to decide what to
do with the $220 billion in Russian sovereign assets
(out of the $300-350 billion immobilised in 2022)

held in E In June
2024, the G7 agreed to use the interest ($50 billion)
from these assets to provide financlal ald to
Ukraine, and the European Commission made the
first disbursement of $3 billion in January 2025
But with the US likely to end its own financlal assis-
tance, this half-measure is no longer sufficient.
Europe must go further by selzing all the Russian
assets under Its control.

We previously argued that these assets should
be used to fund Ukraine's reconstruction, since
the damage caused by Russlan aggression far
exceeds $220 billion, But the money is needed even
more urgently now. One cannot rebuild a country
that is still under attack and partial occupation.
Justice and common sense dictate that these
resources go to fund Ukraine's defence. Europe
can use whatever legal maneuvers it needs; what
matters is that Ukraine receives the money imme-
diately, so that It can purchase military equipment
and repair the infrastructure that Russia is con-
tinually destroying.

‘There can be no question of llability. Russia
should not be allowed to claim that the assets are
legally atatime whenitis the
rule of law and freely confiscating Western assets
within its own jurisdiction. Moreover, making the
funds to Ukraine would be

to political Interest: The law should be used an
it serves the President’s interests, and ignored when
it does not. Agreements between
countries (even those he signed)
can be broken at will. The United
States, together with the United
Kingdom and Russia, promised to

in Europe's own Interest. Whatever Ukraine spends
on lts defence Industry will ultimately strengthen
Europe's own defence capacity and stimulate its
faltering economy.

‘There Is no time to waste. Using the funds as
collateral for a future International Claims
Commission, as has been proposed, would cause

defend Ukraine's integri-
ty 30 years ago, under the Budapest
Memorandum, signed in December
1994, In exchange, Ukraine agreed
to give up the world’s third-largest
nuclear arsenal, inherited from the
Soviet Union. Russia violated the
agreement when it invaded and
Illegally annexed Crimea in 2014,
and now Ukraine has been betrayed
by two of the agreement’s parties.

Mr Trump's refusal to honour America’s word
is disgraceful. The Ukrainlans upheld their end of
the bargain, and they expected the US to do the
same. These have deadly
and not only for Ukraine. For decades, Europe’s
own security has relied on Article 5 of the Nato

Itarlan figures who have fulfilled his own
Or Is it that Mr Putin has kompromat on Mr Trump

treaty, to which an attack on one mem-
ber Is an attack on all. Yet it Is now obvious that

delays. The tide of
Is rising, and Europe has become the world's bul-
wark against it. European values — and the defence
of clvil liberties, democracy, and human rights
globally — are on the line.

As French President Emmanuel Macron recent-
ly put it, “Europe should rediscover the taste of
risk, of ambition, and of power.” If he and other
European leaders want to follow through on their
rhetorical support of Ukraine following the Oval
Office debacle, they must seize the moment, which
means selzing Russia’s assets. Ukraine Is defending
all of Europe. Europe must not hide behind legal-
Istlc excuses.

The authors are, respectively, assistant professor of
econamics at the School of Management at Marist College,
and professor at Columbia University and a Nobel
laswervate in economics. ©Project Syndicate, 2025

Field reports on gender inclusion

scanning security checks for male and

B 1l Indian alrports have segregated body-
female In most this

Ing men, it would have been solved by now.
Added to this gender-unfriendly behaviour is
that wanting

segregation doesn't happen — everyone walks
through the same scanner gateway, and If further
body scanning Is needed. there are women security
on hand to scan female passengers, done

to an astonishing, and stealthy, assault on Indian trade and
Though nominally meant to ensure that goods available in the Indian market
meet local standards, in fact these orders are used as discretionary mechanisms
to delay or divert shipments of imports. While almost 800 such orders have already
been issued, covering sectors from steel to leather, senior officials in the Union
government have indicated that three times as many QCOs may be promulgated
in the coming months. This would make life difficult for traders and producers.
On some occasions, it is not clear what precise product line is being referred to in
a QCO. On other occasions, orders mvermdrdy ncw and novel classifications,
for le, of types of ity steel. P are often not sure
that their shipment will arrive and will be cleared on time. This affects schedules
and costs, and the exporters” ability to meet their contractual obligations.

The tacit reason for QCOs is to prevent substandard goods from China that
many worry are flooding Indian markets. But the general application of such
orders reveals that, like all such controls, they have escaped containment and
become worse than the disease they are meant to cure. Bureaucratic incentives
are unchanged since the worst excesses of the licence-permit-quota raj: More
control and more discretion mean more power — and more Iobbying with all
the negative of such ficiency requires
such discretion to be eschewed in pnhcy'mahng. Certainly, officials should not
be able to create or identify arbitrarily narrow product categories and then create
regulations that apply to them. No market can be cn:atcd
under such conditions. It has also had a chilling effect on i

out in the open.

of the separate, less crowded Digl Yatra security

queues at some airports are told by male security

personnel, "Madam, aap ladies queue mein chale

Jaana, yahaan nahin.” It's a bit like the old days

when toilets were labelled Male, Female, and
men).

At Indian airports, body Is
done for everyone, using a handheld scanner. In
the case of women, presumably as a speclal gender-
friendly courtesy, this is done in a curtained enclo-
sure, and the curtain at the entrance has to be man-
ually opened and closed thousands of times a day.
This leads to seriously more physical
exertion for women security person-
nel than for their male counterparts
—especially, as women now form a
large chunk of air travellers across
big and small alrports.

It is no surprise that they do not
get pald more for this extra work.
However, what Is surprising is that
no one In the organisation has
addressed (or likely even noticed)
such a big pain point and designed a
new system — OF even a new
enclosure — to eliminate what Is clearly non-value
adding, efficlency-diminishing. negative labour,
done only by women security personnel.

Given that the handheld scanners are held at a

with a long and disaggregated supply chain are hesitant to set up shq: in India
and create jobs because they are unable to properly evaluate the real cost they
would pay for their needed inputs. Labour-intensive sectors like readymade gar-

distance from the body and do not
require disrobing or even displacing dupatta or a
sarl palli, the enclosure can be dispensed with, with-
out outraging modesty. A less daring but equally

RAMA BUAPURKAR

‘These are good examples of how many gender-
friendly Initlatives, with good Intentions but poor
and/or archalc assumptions, fail to deliver.

the longest time, Indian
boards had none or maybe just
one woman. Now, with laws man-
dating it. more attention Is being
pald to gender diversity, and the pro-
portion of women s Increasing,
albelt slowly. After serving on many
wonderful boards over the past few
decades, It Is a source of great delight
to me to finally be on a large, listed
company board where the majority
of directors—Including the chalr-
person and the managing director—
are female professionals. This is the
board of Cummins India, the Indian subsidiary of
Cummins Inc, a Fortune 500

sages! And to think my generation of women was
once diffident about wearing saris to overseas meet-
Ings in the 80s and 90s!

n often asked question Is how has the Indian
rds scene changed after the new laws man-
dating women on boards?
What has been disappointing is the new and
b yofbusi lled * drec-

tors training”. There has never been an equivalent
rush of "men directors training” In India before.
Hopefully, we will see the rise of new initlatives
almed at helping board chairs bulld boards that are
more Inclusive in their functioning. The answer
doesn't require reprogramming neurons, but lies
In devising board processes that ensure that every-
one gets the space to participate and be listened to,
without a struggle. It shifts the onus from the indi-
vidual to the Institution.

The good news, though, is that the nomination
and remuneration committees and board search
firms are working harder to Identify competent
women director candidates, and the pool Is defi-
nitely widening. The bad news, however, s that the
bar Is set higher when evaluating women candidates.
The good news |s that the ranks of high-calibre
women independent directors with proven track
records are growing.

(ranked 129), which also has a female Chair and Chief
Executive Officer.

Do meetings of this board feel any different?
Not at all. We just do what needs to be done and
function in just the same way as myo(her hnnrd of

stature and The

ments, in which Indian have been hit by effective solution would be to imple ord: at board or even
QCOs — as Dr and his co-authors have lobof! ybut  atlunchtime, are not diff Yet, when

ahigh-level deci the curtain. This mlumnlsx has often  Jennifer Rumsey, the global Chair and CEO of
'sgpodlﬂ?lndinn and trade. Itis that asked lady security personnel why they have not Cummins Inc, visited India, she wore a sari both to

by
stealth is being enforoed by officials in ap of the overall policy
goal. The tyranny of QCOs musxbcadd:mdlhmwn political intervention.

demanded a change. The stock reply s that me'y
have often to thelr male

no one sees it as important. If this were a pwnl u
loss-affecting business problem or a problem affect-

the “meet the Indlan board" dinner and toa meeting
with External Affairs Minister § (his X

Is a phrase that now sits
comfortably alongside chalrman in many board-
rooms, though it isn't always as gender-friendly as
nne would have thought. Years ago, a woman who
fa large public
sector undertaking, when asked why she didn’t call
herself "Chairperson” explained that many of the
troops in the company might think she hadn't got
the real job but some watered-down version of it.
The feminist cause was better served by calling her-
self Chalrman and not Chairperson!

handle features a picture of both of them). That
one gesture spoke volumes and sent many mes-

based business strategy, and @ researcher on India’s
consumer economy
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Seize the delimitation

Let's expand the scope of democracy to incorporate
federal interests over and above mere numbers

’IheIndian EXPRESS

@ FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

WIDEN THE FRAME

Stalin fires first shot but delimitation should not be framed as
North vs South or a show of report cards — that's the challenge

HE CURRENT FLARING of the debate on delimitation takes place in a fraught
political context. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin has fired the first shot
when the rumble of next year’s election is already beginning to make itself
heard. By all accounts, CM Stalin is laying claim to leadership of a push-back
by the "South” against a BJP-led and “North"-dominated Centre, on all-India projects
rmyngfrwmhnmmmnNEEl’ mﬂ\eNanmuIEdnndelcymdtheﬂm

‘WORDLY WISE
THERE IS NO FREEDOM OF RELIGION WITHOUT A
GOVERNMENT THAT IS FREE FROM RELIGION.
— ANDREW L SEIDEL

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE DELIMITATION DEBATE has begun to

sies, it skirts the foundational issues. Exactly
like some pohcy wizards of the Hlndmva va-
riety, chief mis

have suddenly found virtue in large families
and having multiple babies. Before the latest
statements of the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
similar sentiments were expressed by the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, when he

language On tate-level all-party v Tamil the two-child policy to draw at-
It el ¢ asksthe Centre 1971 Ce ol Aol tention to the demographic imbalance that
9 . o th h-South divide.
itation fnnl'vmtk lunmthef 30 years beyond 2q2& r fair lnf ™ "y the better per-
have their Stalin' also with f of tiy Indtia both
aperceived BJP drive to spread i f the South, h its ol terms of the o i and
mthtmumrysmmmm:uuwllsﬁwyseckmsidmamknsmualmdm economic parameters. The blatant attempt
ined, about The political context, then, by the Centre and Hindutva votaries to push
he framing of the issue i naries —Northvs South,anall-con-  Hindi is another irritant that has re-ignited
4 i takes-all i " the"! Nonh-Sanh mnﬂm_Thc pusslbiltyd
quering, BJP/ the There- mﬂ'“ e andi
ality is much more complicated. The issue is also too important to be left to short-term £ . 1 ‘:c
political interests and agendas of the moment. il ur-
The thi i hey ith ity check. For instance, the nmstmmddleSomhmm:lnksaNu
North. i diffe e And the claims of a "better developed” South Mvrlunhmfmﬂmdtmsms
shrifti ! tive 'y paper ity of the “more children”
many of the vi hical, histarical, political e the phe Ehnk apart, the "l_‘imhI:Naiu Chief Minister
bid okt icplea ur-
The BJPs yssouth oot strength of each state in the Lok Sabha.
alsumunsa nmﬁkmmidmmdmwmﬂm&mhm Ineffect, this demand seeks to continue the
itbor- carlier policy of avoidance. Since the mid-
that have become thy onother issues — 19705, for the past half-century, India has al-
for instance, thedmundbncmczm(nnpushadnglhzdum has been raising lowed the ratio of population- to-represen-
its head. But what also needs to be kept i is: Even as the Ci jon's guaran- tative to remain unreasonably high. Freezing
teecf politic . pby the principle of one-per sote, the constitu- the current ch sun:mthelnk
tional letter and spirit al i inoriti il of mu:;l;n-;
religion) Thatis it also. " Intl' numcnc puwtramwg el
don't go by a mech, i} f the majority principle alo mnmuﬂksntrs.mympnsmum
Clearty P o Al aat b ke ' | Atk ™y
been kicked down the road. Stalin wants that to happen again. The ¢ is to forge f.

anew path, through deliberation and dulognc which ensures that no one loses and

20lakh.
Most parties would find the proposal of
freezing the current arrangement more con-

There is a temptation to see
the issue from the prism of
the BJPs dominance. While
the BJP and Hindutva
historically always saw the
northern normative universe
as constitutive of national
identity and while they have
always been uncomfortable
with India’ pluralism and in
particular with Dravidian
claims, it will be a mistake to
posit the current delimitation
debate within an anti-BJP
framework. The BJP would
be pulled internally in
contrary directions, In
particular, when the BJP is

everynncwmil'nnlp(sm g 0ut nev n ies. Only one thing is venient but that may not solve the problem,
certain: This is not byan P ...u.mm: only --aym.

from above, dure, it ism th not " the dol
competitive. Every political party, every citizen, has a stake in lhlsfontsaboutmnbvr q\mun.nsmxymmumm
ing the very % of democracy jon, in both number. ing tropes. First, there is among

MOVEMENT TO PARTY

In Bangladesh, Jatiya Nagorik Party enters at a time when the
dust hasn't settled, and people seek stable governance
omwmcmsumouwﬁn 1971, amhrmmbi!dmm
tic Ttwas, i
the relig Pakistan. Since its i
however, Bangladesh has ntnpwdadual identity where Bengali linguistic na-
tionalism has coexisted, often uneasily, with the influence of orthodox Islam in its political
mhﬂe&mﬂtﬁhlﬁmwxwﬂtrnh@&lﬁl mr\nwhashtmmmgptmu

nence. A

match was cancelled 52 ised the

Earfier,in
music ival af-
mlmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬂw

for years. Against and ahead of the ek
tions expected to take place this year, the student-led movement that spearheaded the
protests that led to Hasina's downfall has launched the Jatiya Nagorik Party or the National
Citizens’ Party (NCP).

politicians from the South and many intel-
lectuals to set an alarm about the domina-
tion of North India over the South, It is true
that often a certain Nnnh lndnn lmagim-
tion iscit

Join FREE

ideaof the

tion, but that dowith the rel-
ative strength of the states in Parliament.
Already the lnkSahhahaa Iargﬂ numher

ist argu-
ment and employ democracy in a broader

Numn India. It is not clear whether any in-
justice to the “South” has happened on ac-
count of the numeric disadvantage it has in
the Lok Sablu (and Rajya Sahha too). m
North-S

people and parties of the Nnnh to pmh for
adelimitation that wouldpwmtmanad»

vantage. Such

ng the leads of Milan Vaishnav and
Alistair McMillan, we argue that there are
two routes to resolving the issue (not nec-
essa.rilymmuallymuswr).Whl: theidea
ing the Rajya Sabha s ind
luLumvuld require a greater consensus and
more wide-ranging amendments to the
Constitution, whereas there is more mem

Nonhmnukmlmmnblcmmxmy
negotiated settlement.

The North-South prism presupposes
that multi-state and all-India parties would
be unable to take any stand on this issue —
one is either a votary of the South or a sup-
porter of the North, This will practically ex-
dudt bnth Congress and the BJP from any

the other
ing the Lok Sabha wherein the currenl
strength of any state will not be adversely
affected even as more populous states will
get additional seats.

On the surface, it does look like a mere
« jise, but in doing so, the repn

d

does mandate the

issue; their
will be forced to take contrary positions
making a compromise even more difficult.

Secondly, in the present party-political
arena, there is a temptation to see the issue
through the prism of the BJP's domi

Conati
of the d ic principle as the basis of
delimitation, but we need to pause and ask
what that principle means, So far, a simplis-
tic understanding has informed the debate
and apprvhensxms around the issue, but
of diversity in

While the BJP and Hindutva historically al-
wiays saw dl' northern m-rmtrvc universe

of nati i wwr

given the i
crafting the Indian nation-state and the later
political edns of mmolldanng dunutmic

politics, it

ry that
with mnstm d as al ng federal.
lndu s plunhsm and m pamcuhr with uﬂm 1 ises
toposit  already implicit man-
thc current delimitation debah: withinan  ner: Allncxmn of seats to states would be-
anti-BJP' The [ ginby: a

puil
internally in contrary directions. In particu-
lar, when the BJP is poised to expand in the
anillnuopuiymmntch:msd
bythe
UanmlimmthamdtMSmlh
will not Jose any seats marks the limits of
anti-BJPism on this issue,
How, then, should we address the vexed

tation to “smaller” states to ensure that
howsoever small a state is in terms of size
and/or population, it will at least have one
member in the Lok Sabha. In doing so, the
principle of state-based representation
averrode the principle of population,

It would be agreat step if leaders like CM
Stalin seize the moment and expand the
scope of democracy to incorporate federal
interests over and above mere numbers. In

other propo: Xp size
ufmmsmhadmmmﬂmnnmm
loses

seen not

only as a politically prudent step, but as a

rich the idea of democracy in the

poised to expand in the issue? At one extreme, an argument may be
South, it will not openly made that if population s the basis of repre-
counter the claims of lstmtaucln[ak Ieast in lnkSahha].Mthm
southern states. The recent states, This is the formalist dﬂmtrmc“;-
by the Union gument.Such an argum
Home Minister that ::‘--1-; . )leg l:ecausc step
the South will not lose any ":d‘:m;'z’m;"c"“‘“ reptrry expect  Indian context.

seats marks the limits of anti-
B]l’ism on this issue.

Inadraft paper for the Pune Intermational
Centre, Sanjeer Alam and | have a; that

The writer, based at Pune,
taught political science
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AN UNFILTERED GAZE

For Himmat Shah, art was not about finality but about the act of creation itself

MAMTA SINGHANIA

“TO SAY THAT we don't know with entire
certainty where we are going is a proof of lu-
cidity...The target is unreachable, We are
surrounded by infinity” — Octavio Paz on
Group 1890's debut

The NCs promi d X J Himmat bhai’s Garhi studio in Delhi,
ith i i 1" y Tatic where | first met him 20 years ago, was a
i i ich hi d fai r;m-_‘m.. ina’s Awamil h i d r:udd of its own — filled with stulpuﬁ!s,
However, the support that the i egun to fade, bt " y st
i ing, each holding the quiet hum of his
as " zmusnuw hcas et mdzbvumuhlcmni.tsSmHauusm mmemmwdm-
PUSEN “""""P-m""*" ing — alive, exploratory, and always in mo-
deteriorating law-and-order situation, The NCPi i when Bcn. Mlsyze was mlrnse, broken only by
khdmh&n%hﬂymﬂaﬂﬂrp&plcnhmmdmﬂcp&mm int of mischief and
The ion from an anti- m.,; force is moved between sharp clarity and abstract
The NCP itsd R nknllmysmhruhkaan.]’hmms
- " ey p to his
mmmmummmmwr A A i) mdemandmgdmanwasnmaboulfunl- His drawings were not
: ¥ ity but about the act of making itself. blueprints for his sculptures
X KN . Themst 1o it It was through working with him for his but an extension of his
mh@&ﬁmmnmmmmhﬁrmmukmwwﬂmﬁﬂlh 2005 solo show at Anant Art that | came to o i . )
amore just inclusive, and democratic ofhisen- ploration of form and
with material - me .The the
eration for every element, lmm tht sculp- architectural el s, the

LOVE, ALTERED

Is a sonnet rewritten for the 1640s still
Shakespeare - and still for lovers?

tures themselves m(ht ptdcsuls that held
them, Hi ive, not the-
oretical — what he once described as “a leap
from the familiar to the unknown”. His works
carried that same spirit — his u'rncntu
heads

during fascination with form and tmum.

‘ Adefining q:«m! Himmat bhai's an?s—
tic

tirely his own. He never hcld back his

lowe for

in
the act of shaping the carth with one’s hands.
He often said everyone should work with it,
that
the material transform through touch.

His impact on Indian art is undeniable.
He was an artist’s artist — admired not just
for what he created, but for lht way hc

thoughts,

never malice. Even when he had little, thﬂ!
was always tea, sometimes samosas, and.

ways conversation, He shared freely — hu
time, his ideas, his way of seeing — which
made being around him anexperience init-
self. His laughter was iullmd um.-smmed

ination, he would exclaim, “kya baat hai!™

thought and worked. Dy

vith sheer delight.

last year for Himmat Shah: MnnyundAﬂtr
— Excursions of a Free Imagination, his lively
ion with Gulam
Sheikh, filled with animated reminiscences,
reflected his deep affection and respect for
his cont The High Relief Mural at
St. Xavier's Primary School, Ahmedabad
(1968/1969) was a bold reimagination of
jpublic space at a time when monumental art
was rarely seen outside of insti His

Evenas time passed, his sense of wonder
neverdimmed. A plant, a texture, alineona
page — each thing revealed something new
to him. “"Adbhut”, he would say, genuinely
imazcd, his joy never dulled by hmllnnly

-about fitti
tions, never bound by expectation. He cre-
ated on his own terms, driven by curiosity

and an msume ondiscovery.
ipproach artworks

drawings were not blueprints for his sculp-
mms hnantxumnnfhuuplnﬁlmo(
The textures, the archi-

way material carried both
weight and movement —
cach piece reflected his
engagement with form and
surface, always searching for

with an unfiltered gaze and to view each
piece with a renewed perspective. Our con-
versations were always revealing — his pur-
suit of artistic cx:ellcncr and his constant

ttmral elements, the way material carried
Bathwel ~

flected his engagement with form and sur-
face. i s

search for in his work were relent-
less. These are the memories  will hold dear.
is not just inwhat he made but

W

tll'lil@lc.
Himmat b

anchor for so many Voulgtramnsmw-

andan

in how he approached making It is a privi-
lege to have known him, to have seen his

OVEISNOT love whichalters whenit alteration inds —but whatifthese ines  uach Suface bearing the weight of history  S0mething beyond wayhe i
‘s Sonnet 116, which speaks of and process. the tangible. saw the world — mﬁlwmd, sharp, and en- The writer is director, Anant Art Gallery
and love as*, Jisdear
tthcmtud:y Amnmaﬂrr(h‘poﬂsdumhum it was subject to
cavalier treatment. Literally — thi and ul
ﬂmauﬂkmmmmhmdxurpmmnmmﬂ!wmcivﬂw«umtmd-
m aCavaerversoof et 16 MARCH 7, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
Inwhw:h‘mr fméd love means mshalmblelnyalytowmmrftrmﬁstau!
Thi f the ot sighti Tiptin Oxford's Bodleia PoLL REsuLTS the voter in this year’s assembly elections.  around 150 seats in the 224-member as-
Library — with altered, and : k inthe 19th- The theme d sembly. The Janata Party almost decimated

century catalogue describing its contents — until it was discovered by a doctoral re-
searcher. It was luuru‘.l imnd icolle(nun ofrvyzllsl literature from the lGﬂk r!bcllng

d dand

familiar with the origi it's
lovers, let's talk “heretics™, "true scripture” and “flaming martyrs”, From the grave,
Shakespeare was dragooned into fighting for the Cavalier causc evenasa much-alive

shift:

John Milton rooted for the other side and wrote icsto the gen-
eral and later dictator Oliver Cromweill.
The . . . ry "
tothe o i i ists. Is it still
In befo hor could be hi

wlf Whether it's still eood noetrv is auite another auestion

CONGRESS (1), WHICH routed its

in the Hindi belt, crashed to defeat in
Kanunhﬁndhn?mkshm Sikkim and
mulls poured in. At midnight, Congress (1)
had been voted back to power in Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh
and Orissa and was well set to attain massive
magorities in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

MULTI-ENGINE

CONGRESS (1)'S CAREFULLY articulated the-
«ic of 2 one-oarty state has been resected by

Congress (1) simply because it had been
voted to power at the Centre was projected
by the Prime Minister in his campaign
speeches, mainly because Congress (1) got
carried away with the massive vote it re-
ceived in the Lok Sabha election.

JANATA SWEEP

RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE HAS done it. Under
his charismatic leadership, the Janata Party
has virtually swept the polls in Kamataka,
humbling the Congress (1) juggernaut as it
stands on the threshold of a total tally of

the BJP, which had become a thorn in its
flesh in its two-year rule.

NEW RECORD

'WITH HIS VICTORY, Minister of State Sanjay
Singh has shattered all previous records not
only in Uttar Pradesh but perhaps in the
whole country. Singh has retained the
Amethi assembly seat, part of the Prime
Minister's parfiamentary constituency, by
1,22,352 votes. He polled 1,24,017 votes
against a paltry 1,665 for his distant B)P
nval De BC Misra
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

11 Tk

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikumar

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin has opposed the ‘three-language formula’.

Does it reflect genuine concerns over the Centre sHi Hlndl

Join FREE Telegram Channel hitps//t.me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg

A fig leaf for an
imposition

push or IS it the revwal of apolitical | spectre?

Protect language,
don’t politicise it

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

of both parties have

d worry about Mr. Trump’s outrageous

parroting of the Russian line on Ukraine. They are likely to be even more upset
when Musk’s cuts reach their states and when record-breaking measles

outbreaks happen.”

~THENEW YORK TIMES

Well played,
Steve Smith

He had the unique gift, like the best in cricket, to
make his game tick in every format

SaNDIr G

SOME FAREWELLS ARE festivals. When

c!ivtddiﬂuum&naaidmmisdbna

nature, specifications, and the sum;ths
adif-
hu!nuhm.SﬁlmTudﬂmwuldM!
never opened, or M S Dhoni redefined the
artoffinishing.
Maybe, Smith was too gifted for hisown
good. He could enact roles his teammates
could not. He performed what Warner and

SmimEvmiftluymmﬁmim:d

ariver of tears is shed and statues erected.
Some are merely mourned, for a career
wasted, for agraph that never scaled its pre-
destined peak, for the milestones left un-
ach!vtd.Sammn!tmﬂumpmmy

asSlmlI\s.Hzludn:unq.!yh,hkuw

evay format. The contrast bﬂwunSlmh
inTestand ODIs was not as vivid as day and
night. In the limited-over versions, he

ith
v

or the lack dlmof, llut attended Steve
; > . it

in the third ﬁlt:gxy There was neither
shock nor awe, Imta:hllhmmupunce

would play some
lhan!heoﬂms pursue!hexfid route

and scoop. "lbn'tﬂaydlﬁemnlfnmm
differently. The batting is a reaction to the
bowling, the required run rate, the condi-
tions and fields,” he revealed in a

of stretching his Test career, isar-
guably b his time.
The larger theme of his career remains
strikingly similar in Tests and ODIs — a fas-
cinating irony. He came as an outlierin Test
cricket, with a bewilderingly unorthodax
tzdmn!ﬂnmsp!sumadmfilipan

limes, that

shismmer-

crick
He might not have been his white-ball
teams’ most important batsman, but he has
ferried Australia to monumental achieve-
ments. A big-match player, he shares the
greatest number of 50-plus scores (5)in
World Cup knockouts with Sachin
Tenmlmwumldpal remem-
rkling 105 off 93 balls he reeled

collect
ing at the fifth spot in the all-time batting
g e ot 2

‘when he burst forth —asaleg-spinnerwho
could bat, well a little — was that his uncon-

uul at Sydney in the 2015 semi-final clash.

Only Ricky Ponting (442) and Martin

Guptill (346) have mustered more runs

than him (345) in the World Cup knock-
those

. . . T . . s oy .
That the third language being mooted is not Hindi Chief Minister Stalin’s attitude e sy ot ok ot
. . . . . . = N
oes anyone. is a recipe for turning diversi made an industry of makingamockeryof ~ But the thread of paradox continues,
d nOthOI l..le I.E.adel"s Staten'!eﬂts. pe s s s ng ty wpposmnns of bowlers, pundits and  because unless you go fishing for Smith's
government spending, hlghhght true intent intodivisiveness In neither format, though, washe  greatness in ODL, you wouldn't compre-
greatness. hendit. At d
Sadly, save for a few regional languages like In ODIs, he became something of a  mop, youwouldn't spot the faint curves of
any- Tmﬂ,Bu@lLM:hyaIanuﬂmNum m«gmﬂnhodyufwu‘kmw a halo. He did not etch Smith moments in
one. A cursory look at the Home Minister’s Eastern languages, most other Indian lan- hedi
statements every Hindi Day, and the multi- i i nf!&SﬁlZlIMeds,mmuWu‘ldﬁp Even the twitches and shakes remained a
fold spending on Hindi promotion, as op- mtht“mtus- | and i lnamlhtrera.mnadecade mkylnTests.medebausolmnon
posed toother regional languages, will high- pavcd!l!wayfnrhmxmcadun:nmn mﬂ!sem ugh to and his re-
light the trueintent. 1y mothertan- ified: egals i b
The threat of a similar outcome in Tamil Hn;abt.M-:mmrK.nzh ;ﬁ-‘x u:'; s evantm'l‘un:ht, e =
du is adagger toour y his cricket when rmat was Or, itcould be that Smith, the Test crick-
PALANIVEL THIAGA RAJAN il love for our mother, Tamil — the VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE ctad tussling with identity = e that its
coreof ouridentity as Tamilians, and the high nmsnulyhdzmu\ateumwnhgngs wl!ﬂ!ntsauund:dﬁue-dzyplmrx radnnmdnnsaﬂw!rhylsll’shhd!
EDUCATION IS THE beating heart of expression of our glorious culture and his- ~ TAMIL NADU CHIEF Minister M K Stalin's al- ~ are poor in vocabulary, and this is the most T20 short stories or poems of a
i i i isvi tory.Ourloveisnot inour eager- i indi i lan-  sinisterimpact of linguistic colonialism. ion of a middle sibli novelist. As good as the short-
movement’s core principles of self-respect, ivi guages like Maithili, Santhali, etc, is false and i Smﬂhsﬂ@"mmmm form works could be, the novel makes his
il justi i Givened-  guage, but also in our urgency to keep it auunmnpmmmmwm the name. Smith the Test cricketer would be
ucation’s prior exclusivity, the first Justice  refreshedtosuitthechangingtimes. Wehave  against the other. It causeof a Ik-served in the past in a game that was leaping to immortal, the white-ball less so. The pat-
Party adency many effortstoensureourlan-  name of language. Note that no one from  only when the processes of coining new ity added  tem spills into his captaincy . For
sowed the seeds for universal educationby  guage remains vibrant and ever-youthful,  these smaller groups — but rather, the Chief  words and terms thoughtfully and utilising deeper’ il but  one: i y.the
islatil educa- from hosting a KaniTamil Manaadu  Minister of Tamil Nadu — nmum- them keenly are carried out. The natural fu- with the phalanx of hitters around him, Sandpiperpttmudenupm.hnnm
tion — for boys and girls —in 1920 (Conference on Tamil Computing)wayback  cemabout their sion of is not the same thing as slxhisDavndWlmrriMAmFmdl. bers in white-ball remain humble (a win
A formula — mim(vammmmmmm) tial threat. Stalin has adiffic needless ion. What makes way for inis, he had f5 q show ).
ourmother tongue, Tamil ingTaml  in i s isti mindset mpzriumﬂlﬂmlsdnmhrmm- Or it could be that Smith did not love
language, English — in effect for decades.re-  LLMs. Many of these efforts low i it However,while  where foreign” is consid- of his career. He had the game to maraud  the white-ball
by!!r-n- Academy ity the argument being made it i i ial sta- — as he exhibited in his whirlwind hun-  longer format more, where his farewell
here have d by our leader, i M inwhi tus. Hence, the delinking of dreds 2020(105 off ld be a festival i ith thy
ahgnedwnhmlsﬁmnuh.muhaswo- ) iefminister— i highly i Happily, i 66 balls, 104 off 64 balls). detachment that has marked his goodbye
Minister Pradhan has made it mnﬂmmng\zsmmﬂmm Had Smith’s attacking inclinations re-  from 50-ower cricket.
ind a hi i ‘47 temlpoﬂﬁ:hoollnlnmununTedmbgy clear that there is of i flourish only when they are £ i
to the national vices. | mmmmmmm uszd.Afewyearsap Kazakh people de- bilities, his career could have been per- sandip g@expressindia.com
dZ&Apumlt)TmlNadumnkhllm with the Centre’s manded Hindi ies wit akh subtitl
Indn O approach of using any sides English and the mother tongue. and not Russian ones. Similarly, aSouth Asian
d nmasampunhnpuhmlw oSt ab lit-  leader h. the desire to read the
tifiable. i of fur 2 hic Hindi identity. However, Gi kmanya Tilak provided itis
isonly for the curriculum et by the State mmmmmm identitycould sl ade valabie ircoun- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
i i in any group. In try and not in English. In this context,
i li mduie  Tamil Nad, ™ is's move
cational choiceisevident —even the Dakshin Wﬂudmmﬂ)mm ferent regions speak different versions of the L ABUSE OF POWER of arobust industrial and manufactur-
Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha maintains its mmmmﬂﬂumm& hruuag. aplaceof i ak f: ing sector, which is essential for sus-
in Chennai. tive FREM:- the i i THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Crime ined i '
Itis in this context that lation; illegal, covert  of their respective lan- The third life-threatening and accountability' (IE, March 6). Afsheen Rizvi, Lucknow
one must view the extra- - . coercing of bilateral and  guage, regional variations " factor for mother tongues is
constitutional conditions **4dinga third language - Triipy e ending agen-  are bound obethereand St has talked abouta s of their progeny. jected tobrutaltorture resultinginhis  FREEZE, AGAIN
imposedbelatediyonTNby - Would impose costs With  cies o adopt lendingcon-  there can be no“imposi- MOt Hindi  language warri death. All Deshmukh did was raise his d
the Union government for no evidence-based straintstonon-BjPgovem-  tion" in this regard, identity However,no  notunderstood the impor- voice against extortion in a windmill  THIS REFERSTO the report, TN parties
the release of our state’s al- bencﬁtslopsnfymmh ment-ruled states, and ilience and accommo- such identity could tance of govemment efforts to energy project.The horrific evidence  oppose delimitation...” (I, March 6).
location of the Samagra . oo 1o dilution. In wus!ohll...- really be officiall provide medical and engi- i i and The 84th froze the Lok
Shiksha Abhiyan funds (ap- of obdurate d R Y neering education in mother videos catalysed Minister Dhananjay Sabha seats till 2026 and for good rea-
proximately Rs 2,152 crore) large parts of the governors to thwart the is neither mnany tongues. Munde’ son. The Modi government would do
in the FY 2024-2025 Union country, even two work of elected govern-  practicable nor desirable. language group. In to compete with English and of il health The fact that themurderoc-  well to take a leaf out of the Vajpayee
Budget approved by languages have not been nlnsAsulﬂnfMum But since Stalin has  Mal 1 K ka other global curred merely five days after his ap-
Parliament. itis per- o they have to create meaning- pomtmzm as lhc Food and Civil  wronged or alienated. Pro-rata repre-
The threat, stated inpub- m“’mmm‘u‘dv annmbemddnwn tinent to ask why linguistic mdevm"l‘:mxlNadu. ﬁimrrnlmbptsbrmmd Supplies d alarm- b i ion will
lichythe Union Ministerof ~ Ifthey had been, we by such threats. History  groups feel threatened.  people in different tex issuene-  be heavily skewed towards the states
ion, is simple: would have had English  teaches lessons. Money  Thereareatleast fourkey  regions speak different  language warriors musnn— that i
ment the NEPin full through asalinklzngmge.We alone cannot b i i fthel. derstand that language is the ich i growth. The next 30 years will give suf-
legislation in TN's assembly ldnithe having this alter employment or tial challenge that lan- Therecanbeno it MPsandMLAs  ficient time for the states in the Hindi
(including the compulsory ) growth rates, if the prevail-  guages apparently face. rh Can g guage is threatened, the sus- over law enforcement. belt to implement population
three-language formula)or ~ debate over 75 years after  ingsoci not  Theseareli colo- ¥ in tenance of the culture of the shaswat
the Centre will not release Independ chetosuchimpane-  niasn andiessiser m- this regard. respective language-group G David Milton, Maruthancode
the Parti ‘ments. Forexample, pact, changing ideas of so- becomes harder. W
pre-allocated, funds. towards Guj cial and cultural status, - The antidote for the “poli- UNEQUAL GRO! H SENSIBLE STEP
Giventhe lackof asingle rent government through  inertia on the part of lan- tics of language™ is a well-laid- THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Aiming
s will i GIFTGty  guage high’ (IE, March 6). While the editorial ~ THIS REFERS TO the article ‘At a global
comes, iti and the have not For| (IE, March 4). Ukrainian
tortion. Such an attempt to force the will of inet any language. language, tainable growth requires extensive re- anodynyrlclmskyysdea—
the Uni i ther f life for the During the Mughal era, Urdu and Farsi willhumﬁg!l:gﬂ:rmmiﬂpkﬁm forms by | entre
lature is in flagrant violation of the average resident of Gujarat. made i ds into many Indian these must extend beyond adno«nlolﬁaandmnbamm
Constitution. People of ancient cultures like the v firo purely andavoid  the direction of peace is sensible and
Infact, addi Tamils cannot be northeir (i i Shivaji 1 )/ nph, using i as ic. Even though US Presi d:nl
i identity altered, by coercive actions. monitor the creation of a Marathi Rajya  mother asil k  Donald’
' Previ indi i it aradicti of | iad-  help also grow., sxguﬁammcmmzqmllly as evi- mokdwlunu.ymal!wbw.
pacity ic failures. In January heen- (o) the Oxfam report which re- hc was correct about the Russia-
= di 25i L Martyr's Day, 4 angeri i i 73percent
ofthe. vh pay P wholost  of pride at the cost of indigenous languages.  than actually taking up the cause of any lan- ated accrued to the top one per centof  abreach
i Tamil L it ll-  guage. He must that politicising the population in 2017, while the bat- mthesnlunmlnrhm-gpen
bznluwmmhmahudyludEnglma andnwuschn;uagt Wewill  pervading of English and pre- i i infact illion per cent '\kuu!‘s
alink our linguistic rights now or i ﬁmhtrhinmhhlhum for NATO b
75 ever, their ultimate sac- Sidlpulmnuamphmm nnmddle-mmu—qaduzmapm- and Russia’s concerns about the
mmsmmmﬁmmmm rifices to have been invain. gl ng  diversity maumsl-n toserv-  alli 's i
dlass, speaking it became a symbol of higher ices, Tushar Anand, utna

ofthemnvc

point of its practical demise. Hiding behind

Mthe

The writer 1

g
vices,

The writer is a National Executive
Committee member of the BIP
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- TH1S WORD MEANS
IFTAR

Breaking of the fast at dusk during the Islamic
holy month of Ramzan

YASHEE
NEW DELHI. MARCHB

MARCH 7 marks the first Frida
Ramzan (or Ramadan ), the Islamic
month, After spending dawn-to-dusk ob-
serving a roza, or a ritual fast, Muslims
around the world break their fast with if-
tar during Ramzan,

The word "iftar* is derived from an
Arabic term which ref helb

Avendor in Sri

aking
of the fast.

Lot daw is it

traditional Kashmiri snacks
consumed at [ftar.

day

Iftar or Jfeari is the evening meal caten
immediately before the evening namaz
(also called the Maghrib) and comes at
the end of the fasting day. Iftar is one of
the two meals eaten by people who fast
during Ramzan, the other being sehri (or
suhoor) that is eaten before dawn,

There are no set rules for the food
items that should be consumed during
iftar, with people consuming whatever is
locally available and popular.

', the Prophet Muhammad is
believed to have broken his fast with
dates, and so they are a popular and rec-
ommended choice for many.

The meal is often eaten with family,
friends, and the larger community.
Charity, or providing {ftar for the needy,
is another aspect of the meal.

What is the spiritual nce?

The process of fasting is intended to
remind the faithful that everything one
has is given by God. Iftar is the time to ex-
press gratitude to Allah for the suste-
nance provided, and reflect on all the
other blessings one enjoys in life.

tenets of Islam.

‘What is the social significance?

Iftar ks often a community affair, with
peophe cating together or sending food to
cachother and the needy. It is part of the
shared experience of obeying the com-
mands of Allah, promoting a feeling of
kinship, of being part of a larger whole,

In 2023, iftar was inscribed on
UNESCO's Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The UNESCO website says, “The
evening prayer is followed by activities
such as praying ceremonies, music, sto-
ryn:llm;. games, pc_eparl‘lu agd sm{lng
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EXPLAINED

0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
com

p d, please write to

at USAID gives, to whom

USAID has been a major contributor to health- and population-linked projects in India over the last two
decades. Since 2001, USAID has disbursed a total $2.8 billion in Official Development Assistance to India

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, MARCH 6

arrangements, For communities, it of-
ten takes the form of gatherings or
meals, strengthening family and com-
munity ties and promoting charity, sol-
idarity and social exchange, The cere-
monies and rituals related to iftar are
also practised by people who do not nec-
essarily fast during the month of
Ramadan, The knowdedge and skills are

The fast

ith arth
. twithonly ane

meal, is
and self-control, so that one is mindful of
what one consumes and enjoys, and can

typically within families
through oral instruction, observation
and participation, and children and
youth are often entrusted with prepar-

h bserve all the

find the strength

ing of trad I meals.”

STUDY: GENEPRESENTIN MICE MAY
HELPARREST COGNITIVE DECLINE

RESEARCHERS HAVE found a
gene in mice that rejuvenates

genes go nearly silent. But
while looking at the hip-

female brains. Humans have pocampus, the brain's cen-
the same gene. The discovery tre of memory and cogni-
suggrests a possible way to help tion, which deteriorates as
both women and men avoid " one ages, the researchers
cognitive declines in old age. PAPER  foundthatthesilentX chro-
The study was published mosomes “woke up”,
on Wednesday in Science CLIP Their study was done in
Advances. The journal also ann& mice, but the re-
published two other studies  NEW RESEARCH  searchers believe the find-
onwomen'sbrains oneonthe - e ing is applicable to humans
effect of hormone therapy; another on  because mice show the same age-related
how age atthe onset of menopause shapes — effects on brain functioning — with fe-
the risk of Alzheimer’s disease. males performing better than males.
Previous evidence suggests wormen's The researchers luturd ona punm-
brains age more slowly than men's. To  larawakened Fip1. Wh
understand how, the researchers focused mnulemmwmadm
on the one factor that differentiates fe- ul l'lpl in their hlpponmp\m they re-
males and males: the X ch And when

Fermales have two X chromosomes;
miales have one X and one Y diromosome.
Early in pregnancy, one of the X chromo-
somes in females shuts down and its

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

the therapy w.n given to female mice,
which were alveady_mahn; Plp1, their

THENEW YORK TIMES
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SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI MARCH 6

INDIAN PACER Mohammad Shami on

the so-calied “boundary layer” must sepa-
rate from the surface at some point, Where
this separation occurs on either side of the
ball

pa side,
Bowl h 2

Thursdayappealed tothe ICCtoifttheban  onedirectionartheother, nanewhballthe
was ontheside
duced d ovid- I demi towards which it is tilted. This turbulent

Since 2011, two balls

innings in ODIs, This means face longer and travels faster

lhnhnlsmmnmﬂldup than the smooth kiminar flow
as they used to be. Add to this on the other side.

the prohibition on using SPORT According to Bernoulli's

saliva, g reverse principle, faster travelling air

swing has gotten much more difficult. on the seam side results ina decrease of air

Wauhﬂmwm bulynum'

S!ummldmmmbubd

What i A

Eﬂuldmﬂumhdmvy.amwhdllhuh
held straight — with the seam perfectly
nlUudwmrdmnnbwmlluu wll

hy

Swing refers to the lateral movement
of a cricket ball in the air, before it lands
on the pitch. It is essentially a product of
an air pressure differential on either side
of the ball.

Athin kayer of air forms along the ball's
surface after it is released by the bowler. But

dmﬂullhmn.
‘What is reverse swing? Why does it
occur?

What has been discussed so far is con-

ventional swing which generally occurs
‘with a new ball, Things get more interest-

USAID’s India projects under threat

mn, with $83.22 mn for basic health, includ-

ing $54 mn for Covid-19,
Maternal and child bealth got $16.28 mn,

HIV/ AIDS $12.13 mn, and environmental

APROGRAM to expl f HeAvtu Udyami: Building Resilience of protection $9,62 mn,
SGOprnRadmAms:Nnv«ﬂ(O-MN)h Momentum 38 for Overcoming Women s 2022: $180 min of the $228 mn disbursed
India as part of the United States” Indo-Pacific Entrenched Obstacles FUNDING: $3,000,000 by USAID was for the Health and Population
strategy, initiatives for clean air and water and Immunization SCHEDULED END: November 2027 category, including $140.7 min for basic health
sanitation, and dozens of health projects will GOAL: Strengthen immunisation ($120 mn was for Covid-19 control ), Around
come to a halt in India following an order of programs, remove bottlenecks in ENERGY $25.00 mn was given for maternal and child
the Trump administration (January 20 Pliﬂﬂhl-ﬂﬂm demand, uptake of L - health, $10.57 ma for HIV/ AIDS, and $7.18 mn
Executive Order titled ‘Reevaluating and immunisation services. South Asia Regional Energy for envimoament protection.
Realigning United States Foreign Aid), The or- FUNDING: $20,596,671 Partnership (SAREP)
derseeks toend forelgn aid and all but disband SCHEDULED END: June 2026 GOAL: Improve access to affordable, When funds tap is shut
the S, for International Development. secure, Mhhkandnnunaﬂe Inits effort to stop the US economy from
has been a major contributor to and enet South Asia. haemorrhaging resources amid growi
health- and population-linked projects in Epidemic Control (RISE) FUNDING: §5,196,278 debt, the Trump administration hnmaf
Indiaover the last two decades. In recent years, GOAL: Five-year PEPFAR-USAI SCHEDULED END: September 2028 ter USAID and its funding initiatives with a
it has also focussed on building systems in funded project to reduce new HIV sledgehammer, The impact will be felt inun-
India as part of a partnership strategy drawn HIV-related & BUSINESS derdeveloped and developing countries in
upin 2022 to counter Chinain the Indo-Pacific, mortality. — Asia and Africa, including India — especially
In 2022, USAID was fourth among provi- FUNDING: $7,163 483 O-RAN Research Labs in those health and soclal sector areas in
ders of Official Development Assistance to SCHEDULED END: December 2025 ClML‘lhuphn-mximalAmh which Indian government funding is limited.
Indiawithacontribution of $228 million af- form for secure TUBERCULOSIS: ‘Breaking the Barriers',
ter Japan ($2.97 billion), European Union in- Suwasi: Support To Water and aummsco-w partof US efforts a program to increase knowledge about TH
stitutions ($383.5 mn) and Germany (§235 Sanitation in India to facilitate “free and open Indo- in the poorest regions of Karnataka, Telan-
mn), for GOAL: Support sustainable sanitation ~ Pacific”. gana, Bihar, and Assam will be a key project
G and D (OECD)data, and safe drinking water in puawll of FUNDING: $3,300,000 that will be hit. Over the 2022-23 period, US-
sustainable SCHEDULED END: September 2025 AID provided $7 min to the program.
USAID funding for India FUNDING: $4,050,001 HIV/ AIDS: USAID and PEPFAR
Data on fored istancegov, a joint web- SCHEDULED END: March 2026 Govr & Civie Sociery (President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief)
site of USAID and the US Department of State GOVT AVIL SOCIETY have been the major contributors to the
that details US non-defence foreign assis- ENVIRONMENT Central Tibetan Administration global fight against HIV/ AIDS.
tancet governments and NGOs, show = = Capacity inability *[The mission| ks currently under threat
USAID disbursed $2.8 bn in Official Strengthening Landscape Initiative because of the Trump administration dis-
Development Assistance to India since 2001, Management and Conservation GOAL: Strengthen Central Tibetan banding and abandoning USAID. We are un-
The largest aid packets came over 2022 GOAL: Five-year program that Mmlnumhnlwdrﬁwﬂm services clear what will happen but the disruption
and 2023 — $228 mn and $175 mn respec- supports Government of India, other to Tibetans that has al lace will manifest it-
tively. In 2024, $151 mn had been i elf-reli self in lives Iou and prrvmﬂon of onward
to India until December 19, when the site proving FUNDING: WI
was last updated, FUNDING: $2,695,142 SCHEDULED END: August 2026 ation health Dr
Asignificant increase in USAID allocation SCHEDULED END: April 2028 told The Indian Express recently.
to an economic support fund to India after OTHER SOCIAL STRUCTURE The German Consul General in Bengaluru
the Covid-19 pandemic — $148 mn in 2022 Cleaner Air and Better Health Lallalab LA ALl Achim Burkart said at a recent public lecture
and $81 mn in 2023 — was the main reason GOAL: Improve air quality and redu P Activity that the cutting of USAID funds “means losing
US aid to Indha reached all-time highs over llution exposure in selected for Indo Pacific Region lives”, In Zamba alone 150,000 people are in
the last three years, mﬁ:n locations. GOAL: Partnership between USAID desperate need of HIV medication, in the ab-
These years were the first since the 2001+ FUNDING: §1,500,000 agencies to sence of which they will die, Burkart said.
08 period when total annual disbursals to SCHEDULED ENDX: October 2026 provide technical assistance to e rich have i
India exceeded $100 mn, (The earlier peak ries in the Indo-Pacific region i it thy are not able to
0f $175 mn was reached in 2006.) BASIC EDUCATION the areas of energy, natural resource pornhcm:elvu With at least 50% of the
While the bulk of the annual USAID fund- = — - management, digital technology, having no access to safe, af-
In;tnmm and 2002 went to Food Aid and Scaling up Early Learning connectivity, trade and lmmbk timely healthcare services, deliver-
the GOAL tion of reading competitiveness. fng healthcare remains anungent task,” he said,
yurs saw a lonn on the Hcalth and rooms to improve basic education. FUNDING: $1,676,960(2024), On February 13,4 US federal court stayed
il FUNDING: $2,115,879 $SO62A88(2023), $881,455 (2022 the January 20 executive order to halt all for-
pulncradlunm. mm-nul health, HIV/ AIDS SCHEDULED END: September 2025 SCHEDUI END: August 2025 eign aid. The Trump administration appealed
losis control .\t the US Supreme Court and argued that
il aarede bad
Funding over last 3 years for basic health luding$16mn (52094 mn), | md 500 had been retained. In a 54 verdict
2024: 380 mn of the $151 mndisbursed  for Covid-19, tection programs ($17.12 mn). on March 5, the court rejected the govern-

toIndia by USAID in 2024 went to the Health
and Population category — with $42.99 mn

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps//whatsapp com/chantel/(0029Vn 2VRbSRGIOKHoo0BAOF

The next highest allocation was to ma-
temal and child health and family planning

2023: Of the $175 mn disbursed by US-
AIDto India, Health and Population got $120

PPashu Aushadhi initiative for health

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI MARCH &

THE GOVERNMENT will open “Pashu
Aushadhi” stores across the country to pro-

wvide. generic
for livestock to E-oplc cnugcd inanimal
husbandry and
The Pashu Amludhl initiative is part of
the revised Livestock Health and Discase
Control Program (umcm whldn was ap-
Jron Cals
Mmlsm Nalrndr.\ Modi on Wed!
LHDCP has an overall outlay of Rs zw
crore brm?&zs‘md 2025- ZE()ftms Rs75
crore has b andd
affordable generic veterinary ry medicine and
incentive for sale of medicines under the

Pashu Aushadhi component,

badbi Kend

Why Pashu Aushadhi matters
As per the 20th Livestock Census, India's

Based on Jan

the lines of the existing Pradhan Mantri
Bharatiya Janaushadhi Kendras, which pro-
vide “quality generic medicines at affordable
prices” to “bring down the healthcare budget
of every citizen of India”.

"Generic medicines” are non-branded
drugs, which are marketed under a non-pro-

Livestock stood at 535,78 mill

in 2019, This included a total bovine popula-
tion (including cattle, buffalo, mithun and
yak) of 302,79 million.

According to the Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry & Dairying, the “produc-
tivity of livestock is impacted adversely due
to diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD), Brucellosis, Peste des Petits

ment’s request to cancel the February 13 or-
der of the federal court.

of livestock

LHDCP can help reduce those losses through
disease prevention, the ministry said.

To be run by co-op societies
The Pashu Aushadhi stores will be run by
cooperative socmlcs md l‘radh.m Mantri
Animal Hunbandm D.m In; will release
guidelines for their ing.a source said,
The Pashu Aushadhi Kendras will also sell
ethnoveterinary medicines, which are based

pr ¥ rather than a pro-
prictary or brand name,
More than 10,300 Pradhan Mantri
l!mwyahmush.ﬂhl Kendras are currently
to the Dy of
Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers, March 7 will be
celebrated as Janaushadhi Diwas.

Join FREE Telegram Channel https//t.me/+ BuZsenHpQdhiO Dy

How does a cricket ball swing? How does saliva helpin its movement?

AIRFLOW AND SWING

Spitis used to shine the ball. Reurers

ing when the ball gets older, its lacquer
wears off, and its surface gets more abra-
sive. This is when the ball starts to reverse,
that is, move in the direction opposite to
the seam side,

From the moment Ih\'y are Dunckd lhe
ball, the

B
y
g

one side, Consequently, as the ball gets
older, one side is smoather than the other.
That said, the so-called shiny side is
means that this side still

Rumi (PPR).Ci | Fluid (CSF),
Lumpy Skin Dheau'.

on traditional beliels and iy
rdp-mdplmn;chamlmlryDcv

have bem taken pmmwﬂy much remains
to be done. A significant portion of the out-

of-pocket expenditure of farmers goes into
buying medicines to treat their cattle and
other animals for illnesses, Implementing

even more turbulent airflow than the
shinier side, which can be further aggra-
vated with the help of the seam. This extra
turbulent airflow is not as sticky as the tur-
bulent airflow on the other side. It shears
off— ing that the point of

rd has compiled a list of ethno-
vm-murylomwlamn for major allments in
bovines, including treatments for mastitis,
FMD disease lesions, fever. and worms.
LONGER VERSION ON
Indlanexpress.com/explained

considered more effective for shining a
cricket ball.

Can something else be used in saliva's
place? In theory, yes, But saliva is the most
readily accessible shlmu .m-nl that works
the way

for the boundary layer moves towards the
front of the ball. As a consequence, the air
pressure on the seam side is now relatively
higher than on that on the shiny side, This
makes the ball swing on the side opposite
tothe seam,

To ald reverse swing, bowders also try to
ensure that the shiny side is slightly heavier
than the other side. This gives the ball anat-
ural tendency to fall in that direction,

Where does saliva figure in all this?
Cricketars oo P

Take sweat, lnt mmple Rubbing the
ball with sweat is legal but sweat is not as
good a polishing agent as saliva, presum-
ably because it does not contain mucus.

Maoreover, the ball tends to soak up
sweat — too much sweat can soften the ball
which is not something bowlers want,
Softer balls donot bounce as much, they do
not turn as quickly, or retain much pace al-
ter pitching, In short, they are easier for a
batter to deal with.

Then lhem is the fact that unlike ulm.

to shine one side of the ball, smoothen the
surface, and make it a tad heavier on that
side. The idea is to create as great of a con-
trast between the two sides of the ball as
possible, which helps generate reverse
swing, Crick chewed on all kinds

nonetheless rougher than a new ball,
sticky,

turbulent airflow.
However, the rougher side generates

of mints and candy to aid the shining
process — sugary saliva is heavier, and thus

ﬂwly&mrmlmmwld mndb-
tions for

Other substances like vaseline have also
been touted, although they are not as effec-
tive. Notably, vaseline is lighter than sweat.
As former Indian pacer Ashish Nehra once
said: “Vaseline can help keep the shine, but it
does not make the ball heavier on one side”,




I SEVew

Friday, March 7, 2025 9
- Opinion
ificial Intelli ] itical thinking skills?
Is Artificial Intelligence affecting critical thinking skills:
disagree. While technology is evolving,
PARLEY I ” discussions on regulation should also be
happening. The European Union has been active
rtificial Intelligence (AD) tools are We need to educate everyone on how to be in that respect. In India, there are more and
mneasmgty being used in classrooms responsible Al users, particularly by more discussions happening now, but it will take
the world. Last month, British understanding the limitations of the some time for actual regulations to kick in.
u"nwemu:s were warned to technology ) A
“stress-test” all assessments after new research AGS: It is clear that the state might take some
Professor revealed that “almost all" undergraduates are ARUL GRORGE SCARIA time to frame regulations. To me, it is vital that
:hemiul - using ngyt;vye Al (Gr‘nlu) IIE:;':'ML ﬂl’diesédm y T - irad ::;:]y umverslxy m;:ms d:alugues among i
ngineering, IIT  year, a stu TeamLease EdTech reveal only throws light on the future skills required, ty P

Tirupati, and that over 61% of educators in India are using Al but also on how institutions should realign usage. This will help in mMng appropriate and
Prafessor, tools. All this has given rise to fears that students themselves. The Future of Jobs Report 2025, ethical usage guidelines as per the needs of the
Wadhwani will likely begin accepting information at face published in January, showed that the top skills institution. We cannot have universal rules, but
::m":m value rather than critically analysing it. Does the that learners require are analytical and cognitive | at least some gnenl guidelines can be evolved
NT Madras " use of Al in education affect critical thinking thinking, Al related skills, social connection, at the level. The most p

skills? Arun Kumar Tangirala and Arul George
Scaria discuss the question in a conversation

India's first Al teacher Iris’ interacts with students at a school at Attingal in

Kerala, P

moderated by Sai Charan. Edited

Should Al be permitted in college
classrooms? If yes, to what extent?

Arun Kumar Tangirala: Yes, Al should be
permitted. As it has pervaded every aspect of
our lives, it is not a good idea to prohibit it. Even

Professor of if you were to prohibit it, students will use it
Law, National because it has pervaded every home and device.
Law School of The extent to which it should be used and
India who should be using it in the classroom is
::r‘:.’:"z contextual. It would depend on whether 1 am

teaching a coding course, a technical course, a
science course, or a humanities course. For
example, if my aim is to impart cognitive skills, 1
would use Al minimally. But if 1 am teaching
coding, it would be different. There has been a
shift ‘mddllmindwindmry The ability to
code is not necessarily the skill; the

ability to evaluate and validate a code is more or
less the evolving skill. So I would use Al, because
everybody uses Al to generate codes. But it is
important to make sure that the students use Al
in an ethical and responsible way.

There are no government regulations on
usage yet. So institutes and instructors have to
form their own rules, declare these clearly at the
beginning of the course, and also explain why
they are imposing these. As long as things are
done in a systematic, informed, ethical, and
responsible manner, Al should be allowed.

Arul George Scaria: It is nearly impossible and
perhaps even futile to prohibit Al in classrooms.
Whether we like it or not, that is the reality. We
might have to change our teaching and learning
approaches according to this changing scenario
because Al is also getting more and more
integrated into many of the applications we use
daily. For example, Copilot is getting integrated
into Microsoft Word. Even when you open
Adobe Reader, it suggests providing an
Algenerated

‘When we talk about Al usage in classrooms,
we have to also understand that it is not just
students who are using Al; teachers are using it
too. School administrators want to bring Al into
the cl and many pol kers believe
that there should be greater use of Al in
education. But in all these contexts, ethical and
responsible Al usage policies are required. Al is
helpful in many ways, but it is also a tool that
needs to be used cautiously for a wide variety of
reasons, including, but not limited to, issues
such as potential biases in responses.

The decision on the extent of use should be
clearly guided by the learning objectives of the
courses. When I teach a comparative copyright
law course in collaboration with Professor
William Fisher at the Harvard Law School, one
of the assignments | give to the students is to use
different Al platforms to generate potentially
copyright infringing materials. Through this
hands-on experience, the students get a better
picture of the diverse issues in this particular
area. They even get a better sense of whether it
is possible to prevent generation of potentially
copyright infringing materials and what kind of
steps have been put in place by firms in this
regard. So we need to evolve general guidelines
for all stakeholders in an educational institution,
but let the specific approaches for each course
be developed as per the learning objectives of
those courses.

Courses are being developed with AL In that
case, do you think Al will slowly be seen asa
critical part of infrastructure?

Ax'l':YuAlhguingmbeinmgmlwmryrype
of in an academic insti

or any other i Theref
pt!panmnshzvembeundemylnomerm
integrate Al in a seamless manner. A report

published by the World Economic Forum not

summary.
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2 VRb6RGJOKH60BdOF

adaptability, etc. Programming skills are lower
down the list. If you compare it with earlier
reports, the big difference you see is the arrival
of Al and related skills. If Al-related skills have to
beacquntd nomnlybyd'em but also by

1y it has to be i {into the
mﬁ'anrunure But there has to be a secure way
of doing this. Unlike a calculator or a computer,
Al tools such as Chat GPT, Perplexity, and other
LLM models that you are using take your data
and broadcast it back to the server, which means
that your own personal and confidential
information could be at stake if it is not
integrated properly. Every user has to be trained
and made aware of the benefits and side effects.

AGS: Al is becoming critical infrastructure in
many different ways. The government and other
:ukzholders need to be mmdlul of this and take

for ion. For
emmplev many State governments suggest
adopting Al in schools. But has there beena
safety audit of the Al tools that have been
suggested for incorporation in these schools?
Has there been an audit on the potential biases
that might exist in the system? With respect to
the training data, are we demanding disclosure?
Are we mindful of the impacts?

With Al here to stay, do you think we should
accept it in a regulated manner rather than
being critical about it?

AKT: There is apprehension and fear about the
usage of Al But we should start using it. Fora
long time, 1 also desisted and my reason for
using it was to really experience what the fears
are about. There is no point in imagining what
may happen. Start using Al in a limited way, and
experience the benefits and the possible risks.
Do it the way you would with an automobile.
The difference is that for automobiles, we
have excellent regulations. For Al it will take
time. There are countries saying forget about
regulations for now, because that is going to
hamper the growth of this technology. |

global universities have a general AI policy and
they have also left it to the faculty to frame
specific policies with respect to their courses.
That is the only way forward now.

There are concerns that students may

become overly dvpeudem on Al-generated
responses. Are these

AKT: It's true; many teachers fear this. I don't
think it is a valid fear. It depends on what skills
we want to impart. An academic institution has
its own goals apart from preparing students for
employment. Those goals may include training
students to think deeply and in a scholarly
manner. But at the same time, we need to be
practical. We have to train our students so that
they get jobs, not necessarily scholarly ones, but
where they can implement what they have
learned. So, in any course, we will probably
have to ask to what extent we want to impart
critical thinking skills vis-a-vis practical skills.

AGS: I have a slightly different perspective. Ata
broader lewJ l fear thal weare currcmly seeing
an
among students and sumcumes even among
many faculty members. So we need to educate
everyone on how to be responsible Al users,
particularly by understanding the limitations of
the technalogy. This might even require
re-imagining many components of our
education. Maybe the kind of technology which
we are talking about here can have more
negative impacts if we indiscriminately adopt it.
Over time, Al technologies may also be more
mature. But as it stands now, my fear is that
most of the time, people are overlooking the
limitations of technology.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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When an officer from the CMO
asked for ajournalist’s source

alalithaa was instructive

Every observation and interaction with

L Ramakrishnan

ecently, several prominent perso-

nalities paid tributes to former Ta-

mil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalith-
aa on her 77th birth anniversary. 1 had
followed Jayalalithaa's public life from the
beginning. She, like me, was also once a
resident of T. Nagar, a shopper’s paradise
in Chennai.

Every observation and interaction
yielded new discoveries. On May 16, 2011,
when she was sworn in as Chief Minister
for the third time, | saw how strongly she
could express herself without saying a
word. When 1 bent forward to give my vis-
iting card to her at the Chief Minister's
chamber at Fort St George, the seat of the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly and Se-
cretariat, a police constable tried to push
me gently. The way she stared at the con-
stable is still fresh in my memory.

However, in 2001, when Jayalalithaa re-
tumed to power, her equation with the
media was anything but cordial. Her go-

began to file def: cases
against the press. By September 2003, her
establishment had filed 15 defamation

the Chief Minister’s proposed visit

about the call.

came clear to me that

Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu in Hyderabad on August 3 to seek
more Krishna water, which had become an
important source for Chennai from 1996.

1 didn't know this until the next day
when, at around 8 a.m., I received a call on
my landline at home from an 1AS officer,
who told me to be prepared to receive a
call from another officer attached to the
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO). The other of-
ficer came on the line. Speaking in a soft
tone, he broached the matter regardmg
to Hyd-
erabad and asked me to reveal my source.
1was stumped. The officer added that only
a few people knew about her trip. [ replied
to him that he, being the representative of
an “all-mighty government”, was wasting
his time and energy by talking toa “lowly
mortal.” He abruptly cut the call. I told the
Chief of the News Bureau, V. Jayanth,

Later that day, the CMO issued a state-
ment denying that Jayalalithaa would meet
Mr. Naidu on August 3. It added that in the
event of such a trip being planned, the
news would be given to everyone. It be-
first

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Birds of a feather

Pelicans and painted storks at the Indira Gandhi
they have been freely moving around the 200. KA. DEEPAK

Park in Visak

damaged during Cyclone Hudhud in 2014, Since then,

complaints against The Hindu, apart from
having initiated breach of privilege pro-
ceedings in the Assembly against the new-

wanted to make public any “positive
news” about her or her government's mea-
sures. When Mr. Jayanth came across the
in

spaper for three reports and an editorial
titled ‘Rising intolerance’.

Back then, I had done some research
and calls for a story that I thought was
harmless. The story was about the Tamil
Nadu government’s decision to construct a
check dam to augment water supply to
Chennai. Tamil Nadu, like many other
rans of the country, was reeling under a

spell of acute water shortage. Chen-
nai, which largely depends on rainfall to
quench its thirst, was affected badly. Any
news report on water caught public atten-
tion then, as it invariably appeared on the
front page. My story, too, appeared on
page 1 of The Hindu on July 26, 2001.

But Jayalalithaa had a different opini

press release, he thought of jonil

cipitate matters.

ferred to the phone

the copy about the CMO's denial, the con-
versation that 1 had had with the officer
from the CMO. However, on second
thoughts, he dropped it, unwilling to pre-

My source remained in the position for
more than two years. The officer who
called me also stayed at the CMO for two
years. While [ always remembered the epi-
sode, forever smarting from the fact that [
had been asked to reveal my source, he
had forgotten about it. I met him in 2013 at
a public function and reminded him about
the call. When his turn came that day to
give a talk, hcwv_loumedmcandevenre

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 7, 1975

Arab guerillas die in Tel Aviv
hotel shootout

Tel Aviv, March 6: Israeli troops smashed a
hotel siege “by Arab guerillas yesterday in a
battle that left 14 dead ~ seven terrorists, four
hostages and three Israeli soldiers,” the Israeli
command said.

After a day ofounhmon and vanuus official

Maj. Gen. Shluma Gazit, Chief oi Milmry

Her objection was not to the core part of
the story, but to the penultimate para,
which said that she would meet Andhra

lithaa was still in power at that time.

ramakrishnan g0 thehindu.co.in

Jayala- i put the final death toll at 14. One

guerilla was taken alive.
“The eight guerillas stormed ashore late last
night, grabbed hostages and shot their way

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mﬁmﬁ.

into the cheap Savoy Hotel on the road to
Jaffa, Tel Aviv's neighbouring Israeli Arab
township.

Some reports said as many as 40 hostages
were held throughout the night until Israeli
troops burst into the building at dawn ina
crescendo of gunfire and explosions.

The Israeli attack was thought to have
ended the drama — the first of its kind
experienced by Tel Aviv. x

But fresh firing broke out at about noon as
troops combed the hotel and surrounding
area.

In a brief flurry of fighting one guerilla was
overpowered and captured alive and another
was shot dead.

The Israeli Military Command said some of
the hostages were killed in an explosion set off
by the guerillas.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 7, 1925
Burma war memorial

Rangoon, March 5: H.E. the Governor unveiled
the Burma War Memonal this evmmg in the
fl ng. The

of an i
mtnmmlumtiwﬁurmu‘anobehskabumﬁiy
feet high standing in the centre of a circular

platform 60 feet in diameter. Near the top of the
obelisk is a bronze band with a wreath facing the
roadway and at its messine base are four bronze
inscription plates facing the east being
inscribed: “For the glorious dead 1914-18" while
others give in English, Burmese and Hindi a list
of the Units which left Burma on war service.
mdcnmusnnplrmdthemnumemnum
inits ch with no religi
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Vicky Kaushal as Sambhaji Mahara In Chhaavo,

How ‘Chhaava’ erases history and leaves
no room for complexity

When history in cinema becomes merely a tool to evoke ar

o1, dis

Chhaavas world of Hindus versus Muslims/Indians versus foreigners is far from the real 17th century

N n

frer watching the latest

Bollywood blockbuster

Chhaawva, a viewer in Gujarat

tore the cinema screen angered
by the torture inflicted by Aurangzeb on
Sambhaji. Multiple videos of viewers,
including children, crying and shouting
slogans, after watching the film, have
been circulating on social media. Any film
that devotes the final 40 of a total 136
minutes, to a brutal depiction of torture is
already suspect with its sense of
aesthetics.

Chhaava does have the laudable goal of
setting the historical record straight about
Sambhaji as a great warrior and
administrator against biased accounts,
But it becomes harmful national-level
propaganda when it is fixated on the good
Hindu versus the bad Muslim binary,
skips some incontrovertible facts, and is
in complete sync with the ruling party’s
ideology. Thus, it joins the cohort of over
20 blatant propaganda films made
recently such as The Kashmir Files, The
Kerala Story, The Vaccine War, Article 370,
Bastar - The Naxal Story, Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar, INU: jahangir National
University, The Sabarmati Report and
Samvrat Prithviraj. And Chhaawa, like some
others, was endorsed by the Prime
Minister and other Ministers, and made
tax-free in certain BJP-ruled States,

Hindu vs Muslim binary

Chhaava's world is one in which the
relentless quest to expose the evilness of
the Muslim Aurangzeb makes it omit that
he came to power on the basis of support
from the Rajputs; that his administration
had the highest percentage of Hindu
Mansabdars in Mughal history (33%); that
it also had Hindus in the posts of the
Dewan and as heads of two important

provinces; and that the emperor who
imposed the Jizya (but exempted it for
Brahmins, Rajputs, women, the elderly,
etc.) protected some temples just as he
demaolished others, according to some
historkans.

This, of course, does not make
Aurangzeb tolerant, only that his
arthodoxy had to accommodate political
pragmatism. While secularist historians

was the Sidis of Janjira, who were African
Muslims, while the Peshwa of the
Ahmadnagar Sultanate for 26 years was
the legendary military general Malik
Ambar, an Ethiopian slave. Shivaji (and
his father) were a part of the Adil Shahi
rule of Bijapur. Even when he rebelled
and carved out his own kingdom, he
allied with them, the Qutb Shahis of
Golconda and even the Mughals, and

phasise this political
Samira Sheikh shows how Aurangzeb’s
Sunni bigotry arguably persecuted Shia
and other Islamic millenarian groups such
as the Mahdavis, Dawoodi Bohras and
Sufis more than the Hindus. This
persecution had an economic side too -
the rising prosperity of these “heretic”
groups drew the ire of Aurangzeb's Sunni
clerics who had business motives as well.

Of course, these complexities/debates
cannot be a part of Chhaawi's world in
which the quest for Maratha “Swaraj”
under Sambhaji is suffused with Hindu
imagery and is presented as liberating
India from "foreign rule.” Actually, the
Mughals had already lived in India for
over 150 years then, Historian Stewart
Gordon argues that Chhatrapati Shivaji,
who championed tolerance and
syncretism, and who had beseeched
Aurangzeb to follow Akbar's tolerance,
was not advocating nationalism or the
cause of a “universal Hindu rule.” Shivaji,
oo, had a substantial number of Muslims
in his administration, including top

military commanders,

No room for nuance

Chhaava's world of Hindus versus

Muslims/Indians versus foreigners is far bl

imes against Hindu kingdoms like
the Nayaks of the Karnatic. Similarly,
Sambhaji, too, allied with Mustim
Sultanates against Hindu kings like Chikka
Devaraja of Mysore.

Chhaava's central narrative of
Aurangzeb’s evilness would be diluted of
its shock value if the film showed that
Sambhaji himself had rebelled against his
father Shivaji and had briefly joined the
same evil Aurangzeb! While Chhaava,
unlike other propaganda films, does show
aberrations in the ‘good Hindus’ narrative
by showing some Hindu traitors,
including in his own family, all the
kohllined Muslims are universally bad.

In positing Aurangzeb's torture as
exceptional, what Chhaawa's world elides
is the brutal nature of the medieval world
with daily wars. States, including the
Marathas, were built through
consolidation, as well as through the
violent subjugation of Hindu (and Muslim)
landed nobles (deshmukhs, jagirdars,
ete.) who were constantly shifting
allegiances between states for better
material/symbolic benefits. Internecine
conflict between family members, just
like among the Mughals, was rife: Shivaji
battled his half-brother Ekoji, and so did

from the real 17th century in which there
were multiple states and emernging
European powers, with various
cross-cutting alliances and rivalries
between them. A strong coastal power

i's son with other contenders.
When the film shows the failed plot to
poison Sambhaji on behalf of his
half-brother Rajaram, where 20 key
Maratha ministers and elites are executed,
it only hints at the violence by the

ist and hatred, it robs us from understanding history in all its complexity.

trampling of elephants. When Sambhaji's
Marathas attack Goa, a Portuguese
account (cited by historian Jadunath
Sarkar) says, “up to now nowhere else in
Indlia has such barbarity been seen..”
While such narratives have to be treated
carefully, what it shows was that violence
was pervasive, even if degrees varied,

Ignoring caste

Critically, Chhaawr's Hindu-Muslim binary
glosses over caste. It was the lowest castes
and the poor who faced the worst forms
of oppression across Hindu and Muslim
states. In the 1818 Battle of Koregaon, the
East India Company forces, with the Dalit
Mahars in it, defeated the Peshwaled
Maratha confederacy. It became a symbol
of caste resistance for Ambedkar and the
Dalits. The film is also tronical considering
that the Maharashtra non-Brahman
movement had contended for long that
the demonisation of Sambhaji as weak,
incompetent and morally deficient was
perpetuated by Brahmin narratives. This
was also repeated by Hindutva ideologues
like Savarkar and Golwalkar. The film has
led to new Maratha versus Brahmin
sentiments.

The world of Chhaava, like many other
propaganda history films, is governed by
present-day predilections in which a
majoritarian nationalism is rampant, with
the national audience further reinforcing
it. When history in cinema becomes
merely a tool to evoke anger, disgust and
hatred, it robs us from understanding
history in all its complexity. When history
textbooks are being rewritten, and when
people read history mostly through
WhatsApp forwards, films like Chhaawa
with their erasures portend a dangerous
tendency.

Nissim Mannathukkaren is with
Dalhousie University, Canada and is on X
(@nmannathukkaren.
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International Women’s Day is observed every year on March 8. A quiz on
iconic women and their achievements

Eranciszek Sourski

.

QUESTION 1

This event was started by a
massive wormnen-led protest on
March 8, 1917 in Petrograd (now
St. Petersburg), Russia, and
eventually led to the abdication of
the Tsar. The date was later
commemorated as Intermational

Viomen's Day. What is this event | is she?
called? .

N QUESTION S
QUESTION 2 This person, a Kenyan

This Indian social reformer and
educationist co-founded the first
school for girls In Pune along with
her husband, warking tirelessly for
women's education. Who is she?

QUESTION 3
On this day in 1979, this West

Aslan country saw tens of thousands
of women protest against newly
imposed compulsary velling laws.
Which country was it?

L

QUESTION 4

This ploneering scientist, born in
Poland, became the first woman to
win a Nobel Prize and remains the
only person to have won Nobel Prizes
in two different sclentific flelds, Who

environmentalist and women's rights
activist, became the first African
woman to be awarded the Nobel .
Peace Prize. She was the founder of
the Green Belt Movement, which
1N focused on tree planting,
conservation, and women's
empowerment. Who Is she?

Visual question:

This Chinese writer was a leading figure In 20th century Chinese
literature, She was known for her works exploring the struggles of
women In a changing soclety. However, her activism led to persecution
during a major political event. Name the person and the event,

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. Originally named Chen
Gangsheng, this person took a more Western
name after migrating to Australia. Ans: Jackie
Chan

2. A revolutionary, a soclalist and an advocate
of Pan-Africanism, this person was bom with
the name Francls Nwia-Kofl Ngonloma. Ans:
Kwame Nkrumah

3. The name Robert Zimmerman chose after
being inspired by a Welsh poet. Ans: Bob
Dylan

4. This Indian cltizen was born Agnes Gonxha
Bojaxhiu. Ans: Mother Teresa

5. The pen name of Eric Arthur Blair. Ans:
George Orwell

Visual: Name the religion and the famous
name of this person. Ans: Rastafarianism;
Halle Selassie

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Erfanally
Qasmany| M. Suresh Kumar| Piyali Tull] Sonali
Das

Franciszek Snarski s an Intern with The Hindu.

FROM TN

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S.Upendran

“What is the difference between ‘cut in’
and ‘cutup'?”

*'Cut in’ means to interrupt someone
when he/she is speaking. When John was
explaining how to make pedas, his wife
cut in and said he was wrong. The
speaker lost his temper when Ram cut in
a couple of times. ‘Cut up' means ‘to be
upset or angry about something. I was cut
up when my boss said I was incompetent,
Krishna thought he had done well in the
examination. He was cut up when he was
told that he had got a 'C" in his
examination.”

“Is it all right to say ‘1 gave him a
nosecut'?"”

“ ‘Nose-cut’ in the sense of ‘snub’ is
used in Tamil Nadu. It is a literal
translation of a Tamil expression. It is not
used in English, not yet! ‘Nose-cry’ is
another expression which is used by
‘Tamil speakers, not by the English. In
Tamil. ‘I gave him a nose-cut’ means ‘I
snubbed him'”

“What is the meaning of ‘Her remarks
Ot up my nose'?"

“It means that her remarks annoyed
you. “To get up someone’s nose' means
“to annoy someone”.”

“What is the meaning of ‘He walks with
his nose in the air™?

"It means he is very haughty, ‘Walk
with one’s nose in the air’ means ‘very
haughty'

"What exactly is the meaning of
‘negotiate?"

* “To negotiate' means 'to try to reach
an agreement by discussion’. When you
negotiate, you are worried whether you
will succeed or not. You are not at ease.
You are uncomfortable. This is what
negotiate really means. It is from Latin
‘negt’, not and ‘otium’, ‘ease’, ‘leisure’.
Negotiators are ill at ease till the
negotiations are over!”

Published in The Hindu on September
12, 1995,

i ARCHIVES

Word of the day

Ostentatious:
Intended to sttract notice and impress others;
{of a display) tawdry or vulgar

Synonym: pretentious

Usage: she was always smartly dressed but
not in on ostentatious way.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
ostentatiouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: J osten'ter. fos/, /pstan'ter. fos/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

+
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Accidents in industrial
units in Chhattisgarh

THEM&axHINDU

The drop in Number of children The US. trade deficit Number of persons in
automobile retail sales  injured by leftover surges to a new record Tenkasi ostracised

As many as 124 workers

were killed and 86 injured In

l7 171 accidents that occurred

In industrial units in Chhattisgarh in 13
months between January 1, 2024, to
January 31 this year, A compensation of
217,23,68,454 was given to the kin of the
deceased workers In these accidents. #n

in February

In per cent. Automobile retail sales
7 across categories, including two-

wheelers, witnessed a drop of 7% In
February amid declining demand, the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Assoclations. Overall retail sales in the
domestic market stood at 18,99,196 units
last month. »

explosives in Syria

Landmines and
unexploded ordnances in
Syria have killed or

Iinjured at least 188 children since
president Bashar al-Assad's overthrow in
December, the Save the Children charity
sald. The group called on the authorities to
speed up the process of clearing mines, e

in January

In § billion. The U.S.

l3l 4 trade deficit surged

o 10 a new record In
January, data showed, as Imports spiked
while tariff worrles flared in the month of
President Donald Trumg's inauguration.
The overall trade gap of the economy
ballooned 34% to §131.4 billion.

over a land dispute

The National Human Rights
30 Commission sald it has taken

Su0 motu cognisance of the
reports alleging ostracisation of 30 people
of elght families by a village chief over a
land dispute in Tenkas! in Tamil Nadu, and
issued a notice to its district collector, o

COMPILED Y THE WINOU DATA TEAM

FULL CONTEXT

Swatahsiddha Sarkar

n February 16, a third year
woman student from Nepal
was found dead by suicide in

the Bhubaneswar-based
Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology
(KIIT). Initial investigation by the police
revealed that harassment from a fellow
male student had led the student to take
her own life. Other students from Nepal
carried out a protest stating that the
university had ignored the consistent
complaints made by the female student
about the harassment. This led to KIIT
halting academic activities and ordering
students from Nepal to vacate the
campus. This move caused widespread
outrage, with the Nepali government also
getting involved. KIIT eventually
withdrew the order and resumed the
academic session.

This piece intends to shed light on
some necessary but seldom discussed
:\éﬂl affecting students from Nepal in
India.

Foreign student enrolment in India
The latest available All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE) data reveals
that during 2021-22, 46,878 foreign
students from 170 nations were enrolled
in various institutes of higher learning in
India, and that the highest share of
foreign students came from Nepal (28%).
The percentage share of foreign students
from Nepal had been the highest 21%
when the figure for total foreign student
enrolment was 34,774) even in 201213, as
per AISHE data, It is thus evidenced that
while the number of foreign students
enrolling in India has been on the rise
over the years, majority of them came
from Nepal. Table 1 gives us a brief
overview of the enrolment of students
from Nepal studying different courses
offered by almost 180 Indian universities
and institutes.

These students are spread across the
nation - from Kashmir University in the
north to Kerala University in the south,
from North Eastern Hill University
(NEHU) in the east to Gujarat Ayurveda
University in the west. While the
mmlmenl is highest in the undergraduate

! in higher
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The academic link between Nepal and India

When it comes to the history of ‘modern’ formal education in Nepal, a cursory glance will reveal that not only is it not very old, it also displays intricate connections with
India. Higher educational training embeds avenues that register learning experiences as impactful memories which shape future lives and prodivities

enrolled in varfous Institutes of higher learning In Indla

Destination India, for higher education

The latest avallable All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) data reveals that during 2021-22, 46,878 forelgn students from 170 nations were
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Inrage: An
agitator holds
a poster during
8 protest over
the death of &
Nepali student
onthe Kalinga
Institute of
Industrial
Technology
(KIIT) campus,
in Bhubaneswar,
on February 1.
.
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-

On February 16, a third year
Nepali woman student was
found dead by sulcide in the
Bhubaneswar-based Kalinga
Institute of industrial
Technology (KIIT).

-

Nepal's academic relationship
with India and Indlan academic
Institutions In particular
ustrate a rich history,

-

Without even being colonised,
the colonial legacy of Nepal's
education system was
established through two
routes: first, by affilating the
first college in Nepal to
universities of colonial India,
thereby, diminishing any
opportunity to premise
pedagogy around Nepall roots
and branches (except
language); and the second was
through college Instructors.
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opened up opportunities to those who
could afford to send their wards to India
for education,

Further, when it comes to the history
of the ‘modern’ formal education system
in Nepal, a cursory glance will reveal that
not only is it not very old, but it also
displays intricate connections with India,
It is said that the western-style of

egory,
er PhD displays a steady increase,
although it is far from being

! began in Nepal with the
establishment of the Durbar High School
in 1854, although le only to the

Students from Nepal display an increasing
attraction to Indian institutes offering
training and degrees in engineering and
technology. As a matter of fact, their
presence in IITs (Delhi, Kanpur, Roorkee,
Guwahati among others), the Indian
Institute of Science (11S¢ Bangalore), and
other private institutes like KIIT, has been
substantial

An academic relationship

Nepal's academic relationship with India
and Indian academic institutions in
particular illustrate a rich history. Paying
a cursory look at that historical tapestry,
as shown by scholars like Pratyush Onta
or Rhoderick Chalmers, would help us
recognise the contribution of Banaras and
Darjeeling in shaping Nepali public
sphere from both within and outside
Nepal. However, unlike the colonial
legacy associated to the ‘Gorkhas', the
cultural linkage between Nepal and lndh
which ised India as an ed

hub for the Nepalis, is as old as the
gurukul system, Since the days of the
Rana regime when education in Nepal
remained exclusively an elitist affair,
places in India like Banaras, Patna,
Dehradun, Gorakhpur and Darjeeling

children of the royal family and courtiers,
In 1901, some steps were taken for the
benefit of the public, as schools, such as
the Bhasa Pathshala (Language Schools),
were opened up with Nepali (then known
as Gorkhali/Khas) as the medium of
instruction. The Tri-Chandra College was
established in Kathmandu in 1918 and was

therefore felt secure in following the same
content. Before the establishment of the
Tribhuvan University in 1959, there was
no provision for postgraduate instruction
in the country, and higher education was
limited to the undergraduate level. Social
science teaching, followed by science,
was introduced in Nepal only in the
1940, starting with economics and
geography, while sociology and
anthropology came a litthe while later in
the 1950s.

In summary, until the 1950s, the
colonial legacy of British India strongly
influenced Nepal's education, even when
nmm s were undertaken to ‘Nepalise’

jucation system. Towards this end,
lhc Gandhian model of education was
valorised as a reference point albeit with
certain tweaks. l-‘lmll) in 1954, the

d the National

initially affiliated to Calcutta U y

which later shifted to Patna Uni Y
Indlia. As per this affiliation, the
responsibility of the college lied only with
the teaching part while the overall
ua(.km.it programme, |lldllltﬂl" courses,

i | Planning C (NEPC)
to give recommendations across all
aspects of education, having declared that
the goal is to make education relevant to

‘national need’, Later, \vhh lhe
duction of the New E

awurdofdn;pee. were run by the
affiliating Indian institute,

Letting go of colonial influence
Thus, without even being colonised, the
colonial legacy of Nepal's education
system was established through two
routes: first, by affiliating the first college
in Nepal to universities of colonial India,
thereby, diminishing any opportunity to
premise pedagogy around Nepali roots
and branches (except language); and the
second was through college instructors,
all of whom had received their master's
degrees from Indian universities, and

System Plan (NESP) in 1971, the entire

machinery was revamped. Nepal began

her Imkpendcm Jourmney in lhe mhm of
event

available as a commodity, still embeds
avenues that register leaming experiences
as impactful memories which shape
future lives and proclivities. These
memories, among other things, are
potential sources of South Astan cultural
capital that grows spontancously when
nurtured with care. And when this
process involves the category of furdm

Jents', it b the ibili
the host institution to prevent the pmccu
from turning into a pedagogy of the

Students are students, no matter where
they are from. Creating categories within
studenthood and offering ditferential
treatment is an act of institutionally
:ponxmrd raggging that d('vnlues the

renders the edu
ambience volatile, and most lmpunnnuy.
a culture of
lhen‘hy nullifying the core of education in
itself, no matter where the institution
appears on the charts of national or
international grading systems.

Moreover, the KIIT instance, when
viewed in the light of the Indo-Nepal
Peace Treaty of 1950, appears to be a case
that is in direct conflict with Article 6
(confirms national treatment to be offered
to the nationals of either country) and

from Nepal continved to enml themselves
in Indian higher education institutions.
Major players within the intellectual

fiekl post-1950s Nepal, were trained in
India, and with the passage of time the
numbers kept on rising, even amidst ups
and downs in diplomatic relations
between these two nations,

Cultural capital
Higher educational training, even though

THE HUINDL

Article 7 (confirms reciprocal privileges of
rubdcm'c. ownership of property,

in trade and ¢
movement to the nationals of one country
in the territories of the other) of the said
Treaty, and thereby has the potency to
affect bilateral ties between India and
Nepal.
Swatahsiddha Sarkar teaches at the
Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of
North Bengal.
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Medical wearables tech: an early
warning system for your health

Whether a fitness enthusiast uses a smartwatch to track her daily activity or a diabetic patient utilises a continuous glucose monitor to check blood
glucose levels, these devices promise real-time data and valuable insights to help both patients and healthcare providers make informed decisions

Somita Pal

ver the past decade, patient

care has seen a paradigm shift,

with advancements in medical

wearables tuming out to be a
powerful catalyst in the management of
chronic illnesses such as diabetes,
hypertension and cardiovascular
diseases.

These gadgets are no longer merely
lifestyle accessories but are increasingly
becoming essential tools that empower
individuals to monitor their health in
real-time and take a more proactive
approach to their healthcare
management.

Healthcare professionals say this tech
has helped elevate people’s awareness
about risk factors of lifestyle diseases like
heart disease and diabetes and has
changed their focus from reactive
healthcare approaches to more proactive
and preventive care.

“I' had a patient in her early 40s
sometime ago, who started using an
Apple Watch and noticed an unusual
heart rate,” says Nagesh Waghmare, a
cardiologist from Mumbai, adding that
though the patient was asymptomatic,
blood tests revealed that she was
pre-diabetic and had high lipid levels.
“She improved her diet and focused on
other lifestyle changes, including

Wearable tech has helped elevate people's awareness about the risk factors of lifestyle diseases.

used for

exercise. Now, all her s are
normal. There are many examples like

| purposes only . GETTY IMAGES
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hers where we have ged |
of the disease,” Dr. Waghmare says.

A seismic shift post pandemic
Medical wearables such as smartwatches,
fitness trackers, and biosensors are
electronic devices designed to be worn on
the body to monitor and manage various
health parameters: blood sugar levels,
heart rate, physical activity, sleep
patterns, and even blood oxygen levels.

Whether a fitness enthusiast uses a
smartwatch to track her daily activity or a
diabetic patient utilises a continuous
glucose monitor (CGM) to check blood
glucose levels, these devices promise
real-time data and valuable insights to
help both patients and healthcare
providers make informed decisions,

While CGMs are predominantly used
for diabetes management, other medical
wearables are making waves in cardiac
and respiratory health, Rahul Baxi, a
diabetologist in Mumbai, notes that the
United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) granted approval to
the Apple Watch to detect atrial
fibrillation, a serious heart condition.
“There have been numerous instances
where the Apple Watch has alerted
individuals about irregular heart rates,
allowing for early intervention and the
prevention of life-threatening
complications,” he says.

Wearables have also played a vital role
in monitoring respiratory health,
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Devices that track respiratory rates,
oxygen saturation, and pulse rates have
become essential tools for patients with
chronic respiratory conditions such as
asthma or COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease).

The COVID19 pandemic was a turning
point for the adoption of wearable
medical devices, "There is a clear
distinction pre- and post-COVID-19, After

the pandemic, the ble medical
market has exploded. People are now
more aware of the importance of
monitoring their vitals," Dr. Waghmare
explains.

During the pandemic, devices such as
pulse oximeters became household
essentials and the trend has only
accelerated since then. “Today, people in
their 40s and 50s are increasingly using
Fitbits, Apple Watches, and other devices
to monitor their heart rate and blood
pressure, helping them stay more
informed about their health,” he adds.

Empowering patients

The visual feedback that devices offer
often serves as a wake-up call,
encouraging healthier lifestyle choices,
say healthcare experts.

“CGMs have helped patients see how
their sugar spikes after eating certain
foods, and it motivates them to make
changes,” says Dr. Baxi. For instance, a
patient might notice that their sugar levels
rise more after eating idli compared to
sprouts, prompting them to choose
healthier alternatives, “This realtime data
makes a far greater impact than just
telling someone to avoid certain foods,”
he adds. "It empowers them to take
control of their health. We are seeing
patients who are tracking their sleep
quality, physical activity, and stress levels
and are taking proactive steps towards
maintaining long term health”

This constant data flow is crucial for
the early detection of health issues. For
instance, patients with cardiovascular

litions can receive i Jiate alerts if
irregular heart rirythms are detected,
allowing for timely interventions before
complications arise.

“Wearables have shifted the focus from
reactive treatment to proactive
prevention, enabling individuals to
monitor their health continuously and

Join FREE Telegram Channel hitps://t.me/+ BuZseaHpQdhlODg1

With CGMs, T can monitor my patient’s
condition from anywhere in the world
and make real-time adjustments to
thelr insulin dosage.

seck medical attention before major
issues arise," says Rushikesh Patil, a
cardiologist in Mumbai.

Better patient-doctor interaction
Medical wearables are also enhancing the
interaction between patients and doctors,
particularly in the realm of tele-health. By
integrating data from wearables,
tele-health platforms provide healthcare
providers with a comprehensive view of a
patient’s health before consultations. This
allows for more accurate diagnoses and
the development of personalised
treatment plans.

Remote patient monitoring has been
significantly improved by wearable
devices such as CGMs, which allow
healthcare providers to monitor patients
from afar and make real-time adjustments
to treatment plans,

Dr. Baxi, for instance, has used CGMs
to track his patients” blood sugar levels
remotely. “With CGMs, | can monitor my
patient’s condition from anywhere in the
world and make realtime adjustments to
their insulin dosage,” he says. This level of
monitoring was not possible before the
advent of wearables, making healthcare
more accessible and convenient for the
patient.

Dr. Waghmare says wearables have
improved the compliance rate to
treatment as, traditionally, patients would
return for a check-up every few months,
leaving long gaps between consultations.

“Previously, we relied on infrequent visits
to adjust medication dosages based on
blood pressure and heart rate. But now,
with wearables, we can monitor these
vitals ¢ ly and adjust
plans much more effectively,” he says.
This realtime data helps doctors
optimise medication dosages, ensuring
patients receive the best care for their
recovery and for the improvement of
their long term survival, “We can
confidently adjust the dose of medicines
based on real-time heart rate or blood
pressure data, which was not possible
before these devices,” he notes.

Future of health monitoring

The future of medical wearable
technology Jooks even more promising,
with researchers developing innovative
health-monitoring tools that will
seamlessly integrate into daily life. Smart
textiles, for example, are being developed
to embed sensors directly into dlothing.
These smart fabrics could track heart
rates, respiratory rates, and even glucose
levels, offering nonvinvasive health
monitoring in real time.

Non-invasive glucose monitoring is
another exciting area of research.
Scientists are exploring methods to
measure glucose levels through biofluids
such as sweat, saliva, or tears, potentially
eliminating the need for devices that
puncture the skin. As these technologies
continue to evolve, wearable devices will
become even more integrated into
everyday life, offering seamless and
non-invasive health monitoring for all
users.

Affordability, a concern

Despite the numerous benefits of medical
wearables, affordability remains a
significant barrier, especially in countries
like India. Devices like CGMs can be
expensive, with the cost of sensors adding
up over time. Gaurish Kenkre, general
manager and physiotherapist, Atharv
Ability, Mumbai, acknowledges that only
a small percentage of his patients can
afford CGMs and other medical
wearables, primarily due to their high
costs,

“In India, a CGM sensor costs around
5,000 for two weeks, which means
patients spend roughly 210,000 a month.
That is not affordable for everyone,” Dr.
Baxi acknowledges.

However, he emphasises that even
shortterm use of these medical wearables
can provide valuable insights, “For
example, even using a CGM for a few
weeks can help patients understand how
their diet, exercise, and medications
affect their blood sugar levels,” he says.
This information can then be used to
make long-term lifestyle changes,
improving overall health outcomes.

Dr. Patil says there is also another issue
to consider: there are many false positives
and false negatives. “Individuals should
not panic due to the results: they must
consult their doctor," he says.

As technology continues to evolve,
medical wearables are set to play an
increasingly vital role in healthcare, not
just for diabetes management but across
various medical fields,

(Somita Pal is a journalist with nearly
two decades of experience covering
healthcare in Mumbai. She covers a range
of topics, focusing on health, social issues,
and civie news. somitapal@gmail.com)
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

On women’s health

Athira Elssa Johnson

~
QUESTION 1

Is the hormone primarily
responsible for regulating the
menstrual cycle and supporting N
pregnancy. it also helps maintain
bone density and affects mood
and skin health

Is a condition where the
body doesn't produce enough
risd bload cedls or haemoglobin,
leading to fatigue, weakness, and
pale skin. It's often caused by
Iron deficiency, especially in
menstruating women.

QUESTION 4
Known as the “sunshine vitamin,'
plays a crucial role In calcim

N absorption and bone health,

QUESTION 2 which is particulary important

Often recommended during for women to prevent

pregnancy, this B vitamin helps osteopoross after menopause.

prevent neural tube defects in [N

developing bables and supports QUESTION S

red blood cell formation, Leafy Progesterone levels remain

greens, citrus fruits, and legumes constant throughout a woman's .

are rich in this nutrient. What is it?

.
QUESTION 3

menstrual cycle, True or False

n
Please send in your answers to
science@thehingu.co.in

In the above visual identify the Nobel Prize-winning sclentist whose groundbreaking research led to the discovery of

the double helix structure of DNA , a major leap in understanding genetics and hereditary health risks for women,

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Students wearing Michael Jackson masks at an
awareness rally on vitiligo In Chennal. FLE PHOTD

Harnessing gut
microbiome to
halt vitiligo

Bamya Kannan

The current decade will probably be
known as the decade of the gut, given the
incredible number of significant
biological connections we are making
between the gut and human well being,
However, this is not about the gut per se;
this is about the role of gut-friendly
bacteria in the process of
re-pigmentation, particularly in persons
with vitiligo.

Vitiligo is a chronic auto immune
disorder where the body's defence system
begins to attack the pigment-producing
cells and causes de-pigmented white
patches on the skin. While usually the
condition can be only cosmetic, these
patches on the skin can be stigmatising
for the patient, particularly if they are
present on the face or arms, and thus
obvious to others. New research from
Northwestern University from a
pre-clinical trial in mice has shown that
a natural compound derived from
gut-friendly bacteria significantly slows
down the progression of vitiligo and may
restore pigmentation. The findings, if
substantiated through rigorous double
blind random control clinical trials, could
offer hope to millions affected by the
autoimmune disease.

It is estimated that vitiligo affects 0.5%
to 2% of the global population and is
linked to other health challenges,
including for some persons, higher risks
of cardiovascular disease, psychological
distress, and endocrine disorders, The
prevalence of vitiligo in India has been
invariably reported between 0.25% and
4% of dermatology outpatients across
studies from India, and up to 8.8% in
Gujarat and Rajasthan, as per a paper in
the Indian Dermatology Online fowrnal.
Studies and observations have recorded
an erosion of self confidence among those
with vitiligo, resulting in an impact on the
mental health of the individual.

“The results in our model were
astonishing,” says I. Caroline Le Poole,
professor of dermatology and
microbiology-immunology at
Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine. "We found that

ministering a microbial comy
weekly to vitiligo-prone mice significantly
suppressed disease progression. It made a
spectacular difference in an aggressive
maodel of the disease.” The results of the
study were recently published in the
Journal of Investigative Dermatology.

“We are trying to understand the
pigment cell and how it works. Vitiligo
patches can be a big deal for patients,
particularly during adolescence a
youth," Dr. Le Poole explains in a video
call. While acknowledging the renewed
global interest in what microbiomes can
do for health, she adds that she was
interested first in the effect of the gut
microbiome on antibody-mediated auto
immune disease, here in the development
of vitiligo patches.

Dr. Le Poole and her colleagues
administered a microbial product weekly
to vitiligo-prone mice over an 18-week
period. By the end, pigment loss on the
mice's backs was reduced by 74%. The
product reduced killer T cells that attack
the skin's pigment and increased
protective regulatory T cells, which are
typically scarce in vitiligo patients, “This
simple microbial compound could work
as a standalone therapy or in synergy
with existing treatments,” Dr. Le Poole
says.

However, she adds that it is necessary
to intervene as early as possible and that
the effects might not be as dramatic or
efficient in advanced disease. There are
typically two peaks in persons with
vitiligo - in adolescence, and then, again,
during the 40s and 50s.

(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Sclence’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page'



THE HINDU

Editorial

Friday, March 7, 2025
CHENNAL

Tyranny of numbers

Federal principles, democratic impulses
are in conflict over delimitation

he call at an all-party meeting chaired by
T Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, in

Chennai on Wednesday, to freeze the
strength of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
for 30 years beyond 2026 might seem like push-
ing away a pressing problem into the distant fu-
ture. The challenges in 2056, when deli

In the run-up to International Women's Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Women in corporate leadership, the lived reality

nce again, the world will celebrate
International Women’s Day on March
8, 2025 and companies will attempt to
showcase steps taken toward the
inclusion and the increase of women in the
workforce. Yet, the lived reality of women in or
trying to enter the corporate workforce is starkly
different.
The recent instance of rolling back diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI) programmes in the
United States federal government, which also

is eventually taken up, could be far more com-
plex than those of the last exercise, conducted af-
ter the Delimitation Commission was set up in
2002. Even if the northern States bring down the
fertility rate to replacement level by that time, the
grouse of the southern States, that seat share asa
proportion of the total strength of the Lok Sabha
will come down, will still not find redress. More-
over, the imbalance in the number of electors
across constituencies varies in each State. Bet-
ween 2004 (the last general election before the
2008 delimitation) and 2024, the country’s elec-
torate has grown by approximately 45%. In just
over 15 years, there has been significant malap-

ies. In Kamata-
Ez.Bangalomthhas!Zmﬂlnnms while
Udupi Chikmagalur, with an electorate of just un-
der 1.6 million, has less than half that number.
One solution, doubtless a partial one, could be to
allow delimitation wilhin each State, but not
across the country. This would be in keeping with
federal principles but might be unfair to large
States that have seen a huge, di

the private sector to end DEI
P hirings, highlights the chall nd
thebarrmwmaeumgwomenspmmpamn
in the workf Women, who ise 48% of

P

corporate America’s workforce, are reeling from
the aftershock of this order and are now facing
the threat of identity erasure.

A ripple effect

It may be easy to brush aside this order as an
issue that plagues only the United States.
However, the effects of a dip in DEI hirings and
women'’s exclusion can have severe repercussions
in all parts of today’s globally connected world.
Regardless of where one is situated globally,
conversations relating to the participation of
women in the corporate workforce are

significant.

‘While DEI may simply be a
mechanism to make small inroads into women
participation in the workforce, especially at an
entry level, at present, even such an entry
mechansm has not mally increased women's

population jump over the last SO)un.

The concerns of the southern States regarding
a potential unfair outcome are valid. There is a
risk of losing significant representation in the Lok
Sabha if populmon smctly governs seat alloca-
tion. that
apportionment shmldbedme soﬁrasprxnc
able”, all room for d beyond
mere numbers. Mr. Stalin has expressed appre-
hension that if the 2026 Census data is used as
the basis for delimitation, and Tamil Nadu's seat
share is reduced, it would lead to “indelible injus-
tice”. The all-party meeting rightly pointed out
that Tamil Nadu is not opposed to delimitation
per se, but that the process should not penalise
progressive States (the entire southern region).
Since delimitation has ined a is
sue, the Union government should build a con-
sensus on the terms of reference for the next De-
limitation Commission. A p and
inclusive approach can help restore the missing
trust between the ruling party at the Centre and
the non-BJP Opposition. Moreover, those advn-
cating for an early delimitation should respec
the Cmuunmon 's federal chanmr and demnn

strate flexibility in add; regional
Trump seems oblivious to the I
uences of his

resident Donald Trump used the bully

pulpit of his first joint address to Con-

gress to emphasise, among other priori-
ties, his administration’s intent to up the ante on
the trade war that began with the U.S. slamming
India, China, Canada and Mexico with tariffs of
25% or higher. Amidst walkouts by numerous De-
mocratic lawmakers, he flagged his administra-
tion’s 100 executive orders and 400 executive ac-
tions to date as proof of his “swift and
unrelenting action”, including on issues critical
to American voters, such as reducing the cost of
energy and "working tirelessly to end the savage
conflict in Ukraine”. Early on in the speech, Mr.
Trump underscored the U.S’s withdrawal from
the Paris climate accords, WHO and the UN. Hu-
man Rights Council, even as he reiterated his ad-
ministration’s commitment to the mantra of fos-
sil fuel exploitation — “drill, baby, drill” - as the

in lead; roles. For instance, in
lndln.vmmm haveb:enilismncallymlprulised
from the workforce and comprise about 35.9% of
the worker population ratio; the number is
starker at the senior and middle
levelswimwumnacmmtfmontyllﬂ
leadership roles as of 2024.

1t is easy to brush aside DEI as being a
fabricated gesture of tokenism, where women
placed in companies are viewed as sufferance or
an obligation rather than finding a way at the
table on their own merit. Of course, while DEI
m:yhelpmmznnubanmrmdmtoleadu’shp
roles in and have a
level playing field, their ptrfonnmandlhilny
to consolidate their position will depend on their

is & lawyer qualified
to practise law in New
York and India, She

own performance and further normalise the
presence of women at all levels of the work

strategic ight, risk

\ .'..md...‘.’n,ue.

The effect of legal mandates

Over the past decade, Indian legal mandates can
be credited to help increase the presence of
women in the corporate workforce especially at
the senior level. In 2014, the Companies Act, 2013
mandated that at-least one-woman director
should be placed on the board of certain class of

gender and society, and environmental
responsibility, all of which are important facets of
running an efficient and dean corporate ship
which contributes to economic parity.

What real change is
While token participation of women in
companies may be a way out for some companies

handies Thought public limited companies, and in 2015, the to demonstrate commitment towards gender
Arbitrage Consultings | Securities and Exchange Board of diversity in the workplace, women
advisory practice India (SEB) mandated that at least are truly effective corporate leaders
one independent woman director be ACCELERATE  when they are given actual power
appointed to the board of India's top and responsibility and not merely
1000 listed companies, Thus, it is appointed to positions as a token for
largely due toa mandate that gender diversity or to serve the
companies are attempting to uphold agenda of their male benefactors. It is
best practices of gender diversity. The only when a greater number of
inclusion of women directors on the board of NSE | C-Suite/KMPs (mp-ltwlmcumsman
500 listed companies has increased more than ion and Key |, or
threefold, from 5 % in 2011 to 18% in 2023. KMPs) are women, and, in addmnn more
Research across the world finds that and ch of
urg,nnumonsalsogmnlybanﬁlhmnwumnm ommmdd!bmrdmdbmrdcmnnunees
roles. Ata | level, the are women, that they are truly effective corporate
presence ‘of women increases the depth of the leaders. Importantly, the remuneration of women
talent pool available in the workforce. Women that is at parity with their male counterparts is a
provide informational diversity gained frum key indicator that women's presence in the
different ional and career traj and corporate workforce is real and robust.
distinct social and professional network While we do have a lot to celebrate on the
mmm and a pamupwve democmx occasion of Women's Day this year, it is important
V style that stimul to keep in mind that there are still significant
dnvcsarlcl!rdulkngamldzﬁmsgmamr steps that companies and regulators must take in
value. Additionally, women tend to focus on order to ensure that women's participation in the
Policy changes relationship building, foster greater stakeholder corparate workforce, especially in senior
in the United commitment and assist in d roles, is strong, contributes
States highligh umaddrmmkﬂmldﬁcmm while also nuanlnghﬂlytmdmrpurmmnnnmmdu
Ahe("hall ing better bnaderhuman not just a token concept that is aimed at gaining
b onges capital and ¢ brownie points from stakeholders. Women’s
and the dlmnzls which increase corporate accountability | participation in the workforce must be promoted
barriers to and reduce corporate risks. for its many benefits and must not fall victim to
increasing When companies have more women in senior | the dominant political narrative.
women's management and leadership roles, they begin to End note: The issue of women in the corporate
participation in appear on lists of the most admired and ethical workforce, especially on company boards, is of
the corporate companies, best companies to work for, and best | great significance and merits deep research into
Kforce: corporate citizens, thereby also serving the various facets, Thought Arbitrage is undertaking
wo{ orce: agenda of companies from an optics perspective such a study which maps the patterns of women
these have and feeding into a virtuous cycle of benehits. on corporate boards by using qualitative and
glohal Key identified areas where women leaders itative research methods overa
relevance bring greater dividends are corporate 10-year period, involving about 1,000 companies.

Beyond ‘Beijing; unlocking a feminist future in India

he Beijing Declaration and Platform for

Action is one of the most mmpmhensw

global blueprints for advancing women's
rights. India's progress on gender equality stands
as a testament to sustained policy efforts,
grassroots movements, and the resilience of
women and girls.

The Beijing meeting, in 1995, brought together
world leaders and 17,000 delegates from 189
countries to agree on a road map to accelerate
women's equality through 12 critical "areas of
concern”. More than 200 Indian women were in
attendance along with the Government of India.
The areas of concern included poverty reduction,
education and training, health, violence against
women, women’s economic empowerment and
influence in decision making. The past three
decades have witnessed remarkable strides in

kzyapprmhmbm.pngdownemgypnces He
also railed against woke culture, if fo-

cusing on "getting men out o(wumen’s sports,”
as he had promised in his election campaign. Ina
hat tip to Elon Musk, the boss of the newly found-
ed Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), he claimed that the initiative had already
“found hundreds of billions of dollars of fraud”.
This was notwithstanding shockwaves reverber-
:uruaunsdlewoddfmm funding cuts and fir-
ings at organisations such as USAID, involved in
cmcnl projects in numerous countries; and law-
suits aimed at blocking DOGE's access to confi-
dential government data.
On the one hand, it lshmllysurpmmgum
Mr. ’hump is pushng a conurvame agenda, for

's aggressive
drive mwards smaller government. On the other,
there is a serious question of whether some of his
second-term policies risk self-goals. Tariffs are a
case in mm, as independent economists have

higher import costs resulting from in-

uz-ed tariffs could lead importers to pass the
burden onto through high-

er prices, driving inflation, contrary to his eco-
nomic promises. However, this warning has lar-
gely fallen on deaf ears among MAGA supporters,
Similarly, there is a distinct possibility of the US.
saving resources and materials of war if it “paus-
es” military support to Ukraine, yet this strategy
does not apparently concern itself with the lon-
ger-term, possibly trans-Atlantic, consequences
of signalling weakness of defence against Russian
territorial ambitions looming over Europe. While
the 2024 election revealed the depth of the parti-
san chasm between sections of American voters
over crucial, emotive issues such as immigration,
reproductive rights, and the economy, the tone
and tenor of the second Trump administration
does not instil confidence that this gap might be
bridged in four years,
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Susan Ferguson

s the Country
Representative for UN
Women in India, and
is a part of Team UN
in India

inclusive pathways for adolescents. UNICEF has pmﬁmsandmrgmmrummesindudtmmy

been able to provide support in i ing lockchai l"'--dsynzmm

linkages with broader support systems — Oduha ensures thzlsurvmn receive swift,
proved ion reducing

related absences. Pannetships ll.ldl as the one between the United

Women's economic empowerment has been
central to India’s gndmualiy agenda,
Through the National and Urban Livelihood
Missions, nearly 100 million women have been
connected to financial networks via self-help
groups, fusamg entrepreneurship and financial
The Unified

Fund and the th

policing,
trust, :nd expanding access to justice.
A powerful force for change lies in the
leadership of young women. From climate action
o dnpnl enlrrpmmurshlp, young leaders are

stmhnsltuCenda’Advmmmlfnr

Yojana-National Rural Livelihood
Mission has empowered over 100

ACCELERATE

Transforming Institutions (GATI) project, which
promotes women in STEM, and the
G20 TechEquity platform, which has
trained Ihmnmk of young women in

many of these dimensions. Cynthia million rural women through access to
McCaffrey credit, livelihood opportunities, and ACTIONFOR  p,ci potential.
Visible evidence of 18 the Country financial literacy programmes. The GENDER Women have played a pivotal role
The expansion of maternal health care under Representative for Mantri Gramin Digital EQUALITY in India’s transformation, driving
initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Surakshit UNICEF in India, and Saksharta Abhiyan has trained over 35 change, from technology and
Matritva Abhiyan and the Pradhan Mantri Matru is & part of Team UN million rural women in digital literacy, entrepreneurship to governance and
Vandana Yojana has increased institutional in India e'murmg that they are not left behind in the social development. The Women's Reservation
deliveries to 95%. Maternal mortality has digital revolution. Bndgingthedipulgndﬂ Bill, which guarantees 33% legislative
dropped from 130 to 97 deaths per 1,00,000 divide has hdped women participate in the representation, builds on local governance
births between 2014 and 2020 (Sample digital ec successes that have empowered dlose to 1.5
Registration System data). Today, over half of mdlahasmcmsmlyhmnudwumens million women leaders, the cohort of
married women (56.5%) choose to use modern women political leaders in the world.
ives, giving them greater control over hlc#hng,ﬂnﬂumdlhe(}mder&l@ht}m
their mpmdumwe health. total national Budget has increased from 6.8% in A guiding framework
The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 2024-25 to 8.8% in 2025-26; $55.2 billion is The 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration
Arogya Yojana, the world’s allocated toward gender-specific programmes. reinforces that gender equality is not just a
government-funded health-care scheme, has UN%nmhasbaenahlempuvidemppoﬂFor women's issue. It is a global imperative. India’s
provided millions of women with free access to these government efforts. progress has been propelled by strong
critical medical treatment. Education, a core government leadership and capable partners,
pillar of the Beijing Platform for Action, has seen The shadow of violence hnhlocnland;loanSumgllmng
notable progress. The ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ Gender-based violence remains a chall The i ng in young women's
(BBBP) initiative has played a pivotal role in Beijing Declaration called for ending violence Ieadrrsh:p, and addrtsulg systemic barriers will
improving the child sex ratio and increasing As India against women, yet many women still face helrzyloa:mla:nmamonmdpmgen
school enrolments for girls. continues its violence, here and across the world, The The Beijing Platform for Action remains a
The National Education Policy 2020 has paved Journey toward establishment of 770 One Stop Centres has guiding framework as India continues its journey
nuwzyfnrhghetmmumnmmsmd gender 1i provided ial medical, legal, and mwardpnderethiy
oppummmes in the fields of science, technology, the Beljing psychological support to survivors of violence. With an unwavering cnmmnmem m
, and mathematics (STEM). Though Platf f The introduction of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita women-ed d jon, and

safety concerns in higher education atorm Sor 2023, which came into effect in July 2024, mcnlmﬂomumn India is setting a global
rzmain in some places, the Ministry of Education | Action remains strengthens legal pmtecdms and imp rk for inclusive and sustainable growth

d education with skills devel a guiding women's safety and justi ~ ane that is needed in the world today, now
and lifie skills training, charting flexible and framework The country's efforts to elilmm harmful maore than ever.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
India and research while quoting the point that the scholarly silent on the average quality | dwelling on the quantity of globally competitive.
| write this as an INSA Publication of National output of India's total of publications from India. our publications. Instead of fearing Trump's
Senior Scientist and Adjunct | Science Board of USA on publications in all Further, Clarivate depicts M.K. Surappa, tariff hikes, India should
Professor, National Institute | science and [ isciplines i ing S and the CNC! value (indicator of Bengalury turn this into an
for Advanced Studies, and E) indicators, claims E for 2024 based on quality of publications) for opportunity by diversifying
Bengaluru. | was also a that India will go past the Clarivate (In Cites) as on Indian publications at just An opportunity its imports, improving its
former Director of the U.S. in scientific February 25, 2025, stands at | 0.879 in contrast to values U.S. President Donald manufacturing quality, and
Indian Institute of publications by 2029, He 191,703 and the of 1.12 and 1.25 for China Trump's decision to expanding into new
Technology Ropar. This is makes this prediction based | corresponding number of and the U.S. Out of 30 threaten and impose higher | markets. India must
with reference to the report, | on Table PBS-1 of the NSB publications for the U.S. is countries, India is ranked 28 | tariffs on India from April 2 strengthen its position as a
“India to go past US. in which lists the number of S 6,48,905. With sucha with respect to the CNCI should push India to reduce | major industrial country.
scientific publications by and E publications from staggering lead, | wonder value. | appeal to the its dependence on the U.S. Jy
2029, says Minister™ (Inside 2012 to 2022, which is how India can surpass the Minister to determine the and explore other markets. Chennai
pages, March 1), Union based on the Scopus U.S. by 2029, How realistic root cause for the poor Instead of relying on Letters emailed to
Minister for Science and database assessed in April is the Minister's prediction? quality of Indian protective nets, Indian letters@thehindu.co.in

2023. | wish to highlight the The Minister appears to be publications rather than industries must become must carry the postal address.

Technology Jitendra Singh,
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Trump tariffs an opportunity for India

The Trump offer of tit-for-tat tariffs is a good chance for India to trim its
import duties and give exporters a big boost
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The art of writing is the art of discovering what you believe.
Gustave Flaubert
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Move to revisit SEZs
in Goa must have
people's mandate

n asurprising return to the contentious issue of Special Econom-

ic Zones (SEZs), the State government is set to reintroduce this

economic model after it scrapped the proposals in the face of

vehement public opposition a good decade and a half ago. The

decision to revisit SEZs comes as a surprise. It raises essential
questions about the state’s trajectory, its preparedness, the impact of
central policies, and the lessons learned from the past.

Back in 2007, the initial excitement surrounding SEZs snowballed
into a nightmare as the public expressed fierce resistance with mass
movements across the State, While the government touted econom-
ic growth and employment opportunities, the opponents highlighted
deep-rooted concerns over the erosion of Goa's identity and the strain
on its fragile infrastructure,

The fear was palpable: an influx of “outsiders” competing for jobs
that locals might not fill, leading to social and cultural displacement,
This outery brought the then Congress government to its knees, mark-
ing an unprecedented instance where ethnic and regional sentiments
combined to successfully resist a central policy decision.

Now, with the state government poised to revive SEZs, we may
ask: what has changed between then and now? The current admin-
istration appears eager to align with central government initiatives
to boost trade and employment through SEZs, specifically under the
banner of sustainable developments, but does that decision have a
people’s mandate? Does this ambition align with the realities and
sentiments of Goans today?

The government’s plan to study Gujarat’s SEZ model before imple-
menting similar initiatives in Goa raises red flags. The previous ex-
perience with SEZs suggests that a one-size-fits-all approach is in-
adequate, especially in a unique socio-cultural landscape like Goa.
Stakeholder consultations seem scant; the prevailing sentiment
among local communities was neither sought nor considered the last
time SEZs were on the table, Ignoring this aspect could lead to the
same fate as before and Goa may witness protests, unrest, and ulti-
mately, abandonment of the project.

Moreover, the question of whether the current government has re-
gained the confidence of its constituents remains unanswered, The
challenges of job creation in the state are significant, but are SEZs
genuinely the solution? While they promise investment and employ-
ment, an unaddressed concern remains: will these jobs go to locals or
outsiders? Without a job reservation law, the government must artic-
ulate clear, actionable measures to ensure that the benefits of such a
model extend to Goans and do not merely serve corporate interests,

As the State stands at a crossroads once again, the revival of SEZs
cannot be just an ambitious move to “boost the economy.” It is par-
amount that the government engages meaningfully with the people
of the State to foster a cooperative approach towards development.
The wounds of the past run deep, hence, a comprehensive framework
that respects local ethos while promoting economic growth is imper-
ative,

The decision to revisit SEZs may be bold, but it still stands as a lit-
mus test for the government. It bears the opportunity to either rede-
fine its developmental policies in sync with the people's aspirations
or risk repeating past missteps that could culminate in yet another
societal discord. A balanced, inclusive dialogue with all stakeholders
will be key in navigating this turbulent issue and ensuring that Goa's
future economic strategies align with its identity and the aspirations
of its people.
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Canvas shoes? Stop cutting
trees to save environment

iting environmental concerns, the Directorate of Education has reportedly

made canvas shoes mandatory as part of the school student uniform in

government, aided, unaided, primary, secondary higher secondary and
special schools, except during the monsoon season, when rainwear is permit
ted. It Is a fact that leather is a by-product of the cattle industry and a major
culprit of d lon and gas fons globally, It ¢ it to
significant biodiversity loss, Canvas shoes are lightweight and well-ventilated,
making them ideal for warmer weather. However, they have a shorter lifespan
than leather shoes as they are prone to wear and tear. Canvas shoes are also
often affordable and available in a variety of colours and designs, Crafted from
breathable materials, canvas shoes are lightweight and perfect for long hours of
wear, However, making canvas shoes mandatory !ur nchuol students is a very
miniscule step towards p InGoaitisa
well-known fact that mmpunl deforestation is being carried out to make way for
concrete jungles, Hill cutting and deforestation will have a much more negative
impact on nature than students wearing leather shoes,

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vosco

Friday March 7, 2025

hewriterisa
noted Pune based
economist

resident Donald Trump has a way
with words, America's federal in-
come tax department is called In-
ternal Revenue Service, Trump says he
will build an External Revenue Service.
It is an appealing concept. Instead of
i US taxpay he to

tax outsiders,

He says America is one of the most
open consumer markets in the world,
with access given to all exporting coun-
tries, But those exporting countries often
have high tariff walls protecting their do-
mestic markets. He says that is unfair to
America's exporters,

Hence, he has proposed to raise im-
port tariffs to match the exporting coun-
try's tariffs, It's a tit for tat strategy,
which he claims will raise much reve-
nue for America, and punish those who
keep their domestic markets protected.
Never mind that the WTO rules do not
allow America to selectively differentiate
import tariffs for the same product from
different origins. This ks called the MFN
rule.

Never mind that raising import tariffs
will hurt the American consumer, since
it will raise prices and hence inflation.

Never mind that the reason develop-
ing countries like India were allowed to
have higher import tariffs than countries
like the USA was to compensate their
domestic industries for domestic handi-
caps like high cost of power, infrastruc-
ture, credit, and lower labour productiv-
ity

This was all a part of the grand design
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
to get all on board. India, and many oth-
er developing countries, have enjoyed
a special and differential treatment for

reason in the WTO. It is also true
that a country like India, boasting of
being the Afth largest economy in the
warld, cannot hide behind high protec-
tive tariff walls,

The Trump tariff proposal gives India
an opportunity to overhaul and reduce
its import tariffs, at least on those items
which are of interest to the USA. Such a
mutual agreement on tariffs will surely
fall afoul of the WTO's MFN rule.

The Trump negotiation is a great op-
portunity to push the tariff reform since
it will be net beneficial to our export
prospects and competitiveness, As such,

general tariff levels have gone up since
2015 and have drifted up 4 or 5 per cent
and are, on an average, around 15 per
cent for non-agricultural goods.

Further, the proportion of those tar-
A lines that have MFN rates above 15
per cent has risen to ane fourth of all
lines, This upward drift was justified
for Make in India and later as sectoral
support for the Production Linked In-
centive (PLI) scheme, But the time has
come to slash these rates back to what
they were before 2015 and progressive.
ly move toward a level on par with our
peers in ASEAN countries,

The Trump threat gives India an alibi
to do this much-needed reform. Just as
1991 reforms were pushed through as
part of conditionalities of a loan from
the IMF, this tariff reform, too, could
use an "external” justification,

The US is India’s largest trading part-
ner, and this fiscal year the exports to
America between April and December
have grown at 5.6 per cent to reach
a level of 60 billion dollars, A sub-
stantial contribution is the export of
smartphones, which will clock 30 bil-
lion dollars, including exports to other
countries.

India has roughly a 45-billion-dol-
lar trade surplus with the US, which
includes software services exports as
well. The simple average tariff that In-
dia charges on imports, as per the WTO
data, is 17 per cent whereas the US is

ral

India has agreed to increase crude
oll purchases from the US, which will
be factored into the negotiations. By
giving duty-free or moderate duty ac.
cess to Harley Davidson motorcycles
or Bourbon whiskey, the loss to India's
economy is negligible,

But jeopardising India’s access to
the software services export market of
the US is a big risk. Even in this con-
text, the big services exporters out of
India to the US are American compa-
nies like EY, Accenture, 1BM, Google,
Microsoft and Genpact.

The proliferation of Global Capa-
bility Centres run by major American
corporations in India is a tribute to the
confidence in Indian talent. That trend
needs to be nurtured and enhanced,
and if that requires a concession by re
ducing import tariffs, so be it.

India could also tap into the huge
untapped potential of the export
of agrcultural products, including
agro-processing. At 50 billion dollars,
India's exports are barely 1.5 per cent of
global exports in agricultural and relat-
ed products.

India is the world's largest produc-
er of milk, has the highest population
of cattle, is among the top two or three
producers of fruits and vegetables, and
has one of the longest coastlines, How
well does that translate into the export
of milk products, cheeses, confection-
ery, meat, poultry, fisheries, fruit juic.
es, nutraceuticals, and organic foods?
There is no use in hiding behind the
excuse of “protecting the small farm-
er” for putting large export and import
barriers in agricultural trade, The US
can be a big exporting opportunity for
this relatively neglected sector.

Thus, the Trump offer of tit-for-tat
tariffs is an opportunity for India to
trim its import duties and give export-
ers a big boost. There will be some los-
ers, but on the balance, it can have a
huge positive impact.

- Fp]
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Recognise authoritarian
bullies and counter them

The authoritadan bullies democrati-
cally elected in our modem times are
, lronically enough are recognised by
the entire world as one, except by their
own people. Everyone outside of the US
, for example knew that the unhinged
Trump would be a dangerous disruptor.
These majoritarian populists are experts
at dividing people using religion, eth-
nicity, otherisation, etc. Rabble rousing
rhetoric and branding their opposition
as traitors, ant-nationals, seditionists is
their calling card, Masters at gaslighting,
they psychologically manipulate citizens
through conspiracy theories, outright lies
and fake news with the help of spine-
less media organisations, They end up
winning successive elections while their
true worth and real intentions are better
known to those living outside who look
at the authoritarians objectively sans the
{ Jingoism and
Trump and Modi are not the only 'um
ples of this fawed binary, there are many
others. But by the time people become
aware of their mistake mostly made
because of bigotry or an erroneous un-
derstanding of nationhood, imeparable
damage will have been done.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

il it
will destroy ment
This is with reference to the report,
“Leather shoes out, only canvas shoes
from new academic year - The Goan
Everyday - March 6, 2025." Only canvas
shoes for school children from new
academic year, that's very thoughtful of
the authorities. According to the news
report, the department says that ‘The
protection of the environment needs to
practised as much as it is preached.” How
one wishes all departments, whether in
Goa or Mumbai or wherever, would give

'nn'l'mp at 3.3 per cent, But on a bilateral basis,
Wb. these numbers are likely to be differ-
ent. Not a simple average, but a weight-
great opportu- ed average tariff difference between the
nity to push the two countries is likely to be about 7 or
tariff reform 8 per cent excluding agricultural prod
ucts,
since it will be A hike in import tariffs on India's
net beneficial exports will hurt steel, aluminium,
1o our export pharmaceuticals, and electronics, But
and in pharma, as also smartphones, pol:
z‘,“nm'”h‘ ished diamonds and petro products,
the import component is large. So, the
ness net negative impact is smaller,
April start not in interest of students

The advisory by the Education Department to begin the school
calendar in Aprl instead of June Is unjustified as we all know that
April/May are peak summer months with temperatures rising
10 34/95° C. The authorities should have applied thelr minds
before coming to such a draconian decision putting the health
of students into jeopardy, In the Middle East, school holidays
are from July to August, as these two months are at the peak of
summer where temps rise to 40/43°C and the Education depart
ments have the wellbeing of their students in their hearts and
mind. Even now it is not too late to revert back to the old school
calendar, Is anybody listening?

LUCAS D'SOUZA, Vema

a thought to protecting the environment.
The government needs to review the
present infrastructure projects in Goa
which are destroying the environment,
Indeed, destruction of nature all across
the country must stop, rather we need to
focus on protection and presenving our
forests and wetlands, Climate change is
for real and already at our door. We need
10 go beyond lip service.

MELVILLE X D'SOUZA, Mumbal

Police
bmﬂ?ﬂmmw

Recently an ex-B|P minister Pandurang
Madkalkar accused his own BJP party of
being involved in massive comuption,
Needless to say that it's common knowl
edge now that corruption is very high
within the current Goa govemment; with
cases coming much more frequently
than before. What | was appalled by is
that the senior BJP ministers in reply
asked the former minister to name the
minister/person and make a police
complaint. These senior ruling ministers
themselves jumped from other parties
and have serlous corruption cases
against them that are being strangely

Send your
letters to us

ateditor@
be
mention the

writer’s name
and location

hushed up by the Goa government. There
are so many examples with some promi-
nent ones including: Lokayukta based on
facts/evidence asked for a probe against
former BIP chief minister in mining cases;
former chief secretary Goel involved in

a major land related imegularity/fraud;
numerous complaints made against
Chief Town Planner Rajesh Naik and so
on. In all these cases has there been any
action by the current Goa BJP govern.
ment? So why would the solution of filing
a police complaint on this subject create
any value, other than just to have the
matter “cool down” and eventually be
“forgotten®,

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Are police trying to allow

land grab accused go free?
Notorious criminal /land grab accused
Suleman Siddiqul Khan in ditto Bol
lywood-filmy style was seen daringly
handing over a letter to the media
containing explosive allegations against
top government officlals and police
officials while being produced before the
Judicial Magistrate First Class (IMFC) at
Altinho on Wednesday, When the cops
know that there are so many criminal
cases pending against the sald accused
Suleman in different courts then why are
they still seen taking things so lightly and
casually allowing him to even pass letters
to some media persons to prove his own
Innocence in Goa? Or is the Goa Police
Itsell slowly trying to acquit him from

all charges just to save some of its own
top officials and politiclans ? Well, the
accusations/charges which Suleman has
made every now and then are of serdous
In nature and due to which this case
should be handed over to the CBl ora
Judicial Commission headed by a retired
High Court judge should be constituted
to inquire into all allegations to bring out
the actual truth in the above matter,

JERRY FERNANDES, 5aligao
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Reaffirm the
federal pact

The Centre should hold a conversation with the
southern state to dispel fears about delimitation

meeting of 35 political parties in Tamil
Nadu, convened by CM MK Stalin and
attended by all parties save the BJP and its
llies, has put forth a set of guidelines on the
contenrlous issue of ddlmimion of parhamlary
ies. The ded among other
things, a 30-year status quo on the number of Lok
Sabha seats with the 1971 consensus as the basis for
delimitation. Stalin has announced that he will seek

What to do when the
market keeps falling

Your portfolio tells a
story. If the bleed is less
than the market average,

it's a good story, else you
need to read this

tock markets go up and

down, Investors who

enjoyed the 20% plus & year

returns for four years end-

ing September 2024 are

soeing red in thelr one year
returns on the Sensex but returns of
two years are still in the 10% plus
range. Held for five years, the returns
are an Impressive 16% average
nnlml These see-saws are not
new, Those who siw their

support from other southern states for the proposal:
The five southern states of Karnataka, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the UT of
Puducherry together elect 130 bers to the Lok
Sabm Various estimations indicate that post-
delimitation, the proportional representation of these
states could reduce in an expanded Parliament. This
fear of being mnrginalhcd politically, and thereby
losing clout in fi ial bargains as well as shaping
policies at the Centre has influenced Tamil Nadu and
others to up the ante on delimitation, These fears are
legitimate and need to be

The stand-off on delimitation hnx multiple layers.
Not all of them are related to the question of political
representation, but they feed into the concern that
the Centre seeks to impose itself on the states at the
risk of upsetting the federal balance. For instance,
the polemical stance of Tamil Nadu over the
National Education Policy and the three-language
formula, unfounded as it may be, is not merely the
hangover of the state’s political legacy, which
privileges the Tamil linguistic identity over other
markers of citizenship; it has also been sharpened by
the Centre’s inflexibility in nuancing policies to
absorb regional concerns and sensitivities. Similarly,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh have spoken about
reversing trends in population growth against the
backdrop of an ageing population and increasing
migration. Amidst all this, overreaching governors
have muddied the waters, even inviting censure
from the Supreme Court, And ata time when
welfarism wins elections, the Centre has encroached
into state subjects with branded welfare schemes.

The Centre has been quick to dispel fears of loss of
seats with ministers issuing statements in public
forums. It could take a step further and call an all-
party meeting to build consensus on the delimitation
process, The principle of one citizen, one vote, one
value is central to representative democracy, which
means delimitation cannot be deferred indefinitely
or be based on old data. A conversation reaffirming
faith in the federal pact could help rebuild trust
among the Centre, the states and the Opposition, and
ease the work of the executive,

The curious case of
Hathras stampede

he report of the judicial commission that probed

the stampede at a religious gathering in Hathras

lastyear iscurious: There is a clear and justified
inculpation of the local civil and police authorities , but
ahsolmonol'Sumj Pal, also known as Narayan Sakar
Hariand Bhole Baba, the godman at whose satsang , a
sudden stampede left 121 people dead on July 2 last
year. The local administration certainly must shoulder
partof the blame, and the report thoroughly di

portfolios EW 2 heart-stoppin J
40% over January to March 202
saw them roar back 10 double and
more over the next few years. Over
its history, there have been over 19
Instances when the Sensex dropped
6% In a day, but over 24 Instances
when It rose by 6% in a day. The
Sensex’s worst one-day fall was 3%
in April 1952 But its best day was &
one-day leap of 17% in May 2009,
Markets go upand down, But the col-
our on your portiolio shows how you
rode this horse. A hovse isa horse In
this case, the horse is not wikd but
highly regulated. Now. it is up to the
skill of the jockey to keep riding,
How you ride this horse depends
on how well you understand it and

i1s workings. A stock market s not a
lottery ticket for overnight wealth,
but a marketplace where firms offer
their shares for sale to investors.
Tovestors buy (or should buy) for two
reasons — dividend Income and
profit. Both these come from profit-
making (or future profit-making)
companies that have the potential for
growth. A higher share price lndi-
cates & greater peofitability or growih
potential or both. The short-term
speculation on prices is not (or
should not be) & game that investors

play
So, what should be your
game? As an investor, your
phan should be asset alloca-
thon and not speculation or
short-term return maximis-
ing, You need to think of
your investments as a port-
follo rather than looking at
Individual stock or mutual
fund retums. Each product
has a role in the portfolio. Tell me,
can you eat just rice without daal or
etables as accompaniments? Or
Just eat pickle for the full meal?
Hopefully not. The carbs and pickle
need to be backed with protels, fibre,
minerals and other nutrients for (he
meal to be complete. Look at your
pertfolio in a similar manner, Unless
you have a mix of assets you are
Lolng 1o get Indigestion, If small caps
dominated your equity portfolio, by

now you know what a full meal of

pickie tstes like,
The most basic asset allocation is

Monika
Halan

between debt and equity. Debt
includes fixed deposits, provident
fund, public provident fund, debt
funds and other interest-bearing
products, Equity includes direct
stocks and equity funds. If you had all
:‘rwu 00 In equity and the market
20%, then you lost 205 But if you
were 50:50 In debt and equity and
debt returns were 6%, then you lost
Just 7%, Other than stabilising the
portfolio, the role of debt in your
portiolio is to give kquidity, safcty
and predictability. The role of equity
Is to give long 4erm inflation
and tax-plus retums. You
have a mix of debt and
equity so that when you
have a short-term need. you
use your FDs, debt funds
and bonds. You harvest
rq-xly in two situations.
One, when a market run-up
breaches your chosen allo-
cation. As it must have done
in 2024 — that was the time 1o pause
your SIPs, not today. That was the
time to sell some equity and buy
more bond funds. Or when your goal
is approaching — you then move
from equity to debt. To keep money
In the stock market for a near-term
goal Is dangerous, Markets go up and
down and nobody can predict what
they will be doing when you need the

money

Why do you need an asset alloca-
i roach? Because of the reduc-
tion of risk that diversification, or
holding assets with different aurib-

plan
short-term return maximising,

utes, brings to the portfolio, Debt and
equity are not correlated. This means
the volatility of equity is usually not
feltin debt. As equity markets swing,
the debt part of your portfolio gives
stablhty. bos with at least 30%
in debt have lost less money in the
last year than pure equity ones.
One step further in this thinking
about diversification Is within equity.
Tell me: What s the chance that the
one stock you bought will go to zero?
That chance Is non-zero. What is the
chance that two stocks you bought
will go 1o zero? That chance is non-
zero, What is the chance that all 30
stocks in the Sensex and the 50 in the
Nifty50 will go to zero together? That
chance Is sero, In fact, if you think
there isa chance of all the stocks in
the broad market index going 1o z2ero
together, you should be buying guns,

building bunkers, stocking grain and
physical gold and not thinking about
the current fall in stock prices,

Now look at your portfolio with
both debt and equity ogether. Collect
the value of your fixed deposits,
count in your provident fund and

lic provident fund, include your
funds and all your equity hold-
Ings and see if your portfolio has lost
less than the market average. Your
portiolio tells a story. It is your report
card of your understanding of the
market and how you participate in &,
What Is your portfolio telling you
about what your understanding of
the stock museket is?

Monike Hotan b the best-seling author
af the Let’s Tulk series of books
on meney. The views expressed

are personal

Anora is an exposition of
unyielding class divides

nora recefved the Oscar for Best Pie
ture at a time when the Donald
Trump In the US

Vanya. Vanys was :amhlnrg for someone
whn speaks Russiun. Anl prefers speaking in

unolMicially declared the American
dream dend, imposing instead the idea of
Make America Great Again (MAGA). To rhc

but acknowledges that she
understands Russlan and occasionally
speaks it,

They both get together well, and Vanya

above the exc ng clre

which we don’t have any control nndw«
come them through sheer determination is
what the American dream is, and it is in this
way that it connects it to the Cinderella
Ll

rope.

But. the Trump-and-Musk show has shat-
tered that dream. Anora is an independent
movie that depicts the deeper class tensions
of American society, wherein Prince Charm-
Ing arrives from elsewhere and his eventual

represents the Nlight of capleal in &
caricatural way. Mikey Madison's Is a com-
ing performance as Anl, and the director
and writer of the movie, Sean Baker, who
stands for Independent movie making,
rightly deserves the Oscar. This
movic also has won the Palme d'0r
at Cannes.

Anora is the name of the central
character of this movie, She prefers
10 be called Ani, a sufficiently
Americanised name, while she is
Russtan, and her full name Is Anora
Mikheeva, Anora means brightness
orlight, and Ani. ina conversation
with Igor, who also comes from
underclass circumstances, says that
In America names have no meaning. Igor, a
Russian henchman who has not cut his roots
off like Ani says that his name has a mean-
ing, which means warrior.

The emptying of meaning from the name
was also aspirational, intended o forsake
one identity and the past |t contained and
assume another for a better future.

S0, you find people from other countries
moving to the US and removing the cultural
markers that come with the name, It could
bean aspirational instinct of the third world

cluss

Anl lsa Z3-year-old sex worker working at
strip club, chllmulnwdl

its lapses. From an uncharacteristically expedited
grant of permission to faflure to inspect the site before
allowing the gathering to happen, the administration
must answer for several instances of dereliction.

Itisn't clear why the report, which enumerates a
cluteh of lapses on the part of organisers, Is silent on
Pal's role in the matter. The report says that the crowd
size estimated was thrice what the site could hold,
making it clear that the organisers never acted to limit
entry after peak capacity was reached. It also notes that
the organisers didn'tallow the police and other
officials to function nor instruct the crowd to move in
an orderly manner when there was a rush to collect
“charan raf” (dust touched by a godman's feet) as Pal
was about to exit the stage. Even so, the reportshies
away from pinning any accountability to the
controversial godman. In cults/sectssuchas Pal’s,
practices often originate from the so-called godmen
and are often inseparable from their personalities;
satsang organisers, 1o, respond to cues from the culy
sect leader. Therefore, the report’s of Pal
despite the fatal mismanagement and suggestion that
the incident could bea “conspiracy” to defame the state
government is downright dublous.

lndn Interestingly, in the movie, she is
referred 10 as o “prostitute” and a “whore”, 1o
which Ani surely protests but never
addresses herself s a sex worker. An aca-
demic term doesn't have any standing in
industrial X
One night, she is introduced 10 a youn;

Russtan client whose name Is both Ivan a;

A deplets the & of

A-uiul;-tkly. :;uuuuvm [ETE T

Damodar
Prasad

dly says he feels very comfortable
with Anl. For And, the client is rich, decent,
and fair business,

Vanya is the son of a Russian oligarch, an
it wems he is quite impressed with Mm‘dl
for being the son of an oligarch. In one of
their meetings, as Ani is truly carvied away
by her client's huge mansion and exuberance
of richness, she asks him about his family,
and Vanya finds that Ani Is so information-
poor that she doesa't recognise his father's
name — Nikolal Shakarov.

One answer to a dearth of information Is
10 Google It. Anl finds out all over there,
Vanya Is a childish character not to be mis-
taken with Dostoyevsky's Prince Myshikin of
the novel, The Miot. Vanya ison a
hedonistic speee with his rich dad’s
money, seeking salvation in the
American dream, on which Jean
Baudrillard says the idea of hyper-
reality is built — in other words,
strip-tease capitalism.

anya and Anl pair up so well,
and she is invited to a New Year's

VIKTOR ORBAN

\.'

My meetings in France confirmed

that while we may diss

modalities of p

that we must st

defen

ree on the

e, we do agree
1gthen the
apabilities of
European nations

Taking a stand against
centralisation of policies

and the

e bssue of Hindl imposition has boen a
Wﬂundl\; point of contention
between
pmnman nl “Tamil Nadu. The state

voloed the

has

that L60S primary schools operated
with only one teacher and had over 19,000
teacher vacancies. Under the NEP, If govern-
m:MMumnm-uwm

s ¢
imposition of Hindi since the 19305, But. the
mmdh&hbmhmmﬂw
Unbu government's &nlim w0 mlhhnﬂ

Bwage, r
ple Mm‘dmnmml
to hire additional language teachers — adding

Mmmmmmm-’n

e duse to Tomil N
lrhonl education under the Wa Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA). Union education minister
llurmmﬁn Pndh-n cited Tamil Nadu's

10 the stase’s spending

mmmmhuhamﬂml
would inevitably become the defauk third lan-
guage, leading to what many perceive as an

— E:l) in Las Vegas. She offers him
g and
sex. Ani demands extra mamniu
the vacation party, to which Vanya readily

agrees.

Things escalate from here. Vanya doesn't
wanl to return to Russia 1o join his dad's
business, and aspires to get US ¢

hlky(NEP)au)w mum Chiel minister MK
I candemmned the denlal of funds, erming

mr Union government’s decision 10 with-
huh! Tunds intended for primary education

He lnpdlbound by Aniand also America,
and says, "God bless America”.

Toget hold of a green card, they mutusdly
agree to marry. Anl ls enraptured by Vanya's

She asks for a throe-carat ring, and
he offers four. Interestingly, in Trump's
America, sccessing US citizenship is casder,
and it costs only $5 million.

Oligarchs of the world pay: they have the
US gold card 1o gain.

Be it Christianity, culture, or communism,
Russia wan/is orthodox as abways, and Putin
has ensured that it ghitters as such, Vanya's
parents, particularly his mather, tremble at
lhcm’wsdtwmnmtyhgulﬂm The
Russian orthodoxy and the American dream
clash with each other

Toros, Vanya's American handler, who s
also a Russian priest, is instructed immedi-
ately t round them up and annul the mar-
rlage. With two henchmen, be reaches the
mansion where both are staying, and the
subsequent scenes are generically termed as
« -drama.

In this hilarity, Ani's precarity is well
brought out, The pain and humiliation that
she encounters bring to screen the deeper
class divisions,

Finally, even without an apology or
remorse, Vanya takes the flight back to Rus-
slnas mama's boy. They mutually settle for a
divorce.

Ani returns to New York with Igor. [gor,
being [rom the same precariat class, under-
stands the pain Ani suffered. Igor m
nounces the French word touche. In the final

poignant moment, the meaning of touche is
amply felt. Capitalism doesn't offer the liber-
tine life o all,

Damodar Prasad is a media researcher and
wlter. The views expressal are personal

ng of finan-
d-l allocations o advance i political agenda,
Testrikes ot the heart of Indin's democraticand
federal structure. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) his
wolced well-founded reservations
against the NEP, particubarly over
s impact on state autonomy.

First, the NEP'sone-stzefits-al

imllmn If language leamning is
deemed necessary, Mulmmwlmim
wes?ﬁdlmcy foretgn langueges —
ngll Chinese, Spanish, or Russian —

nithes for sulflmLs enriching thelr aducation
and broadening thedr hoelzons,

The NEP's 5+3+ 3+4 system. which introdu-

ces public examénstions in Cliss 5 and Cluss 8,

ralses further concerns. World

Bank rescarch indicates that carly

public exams cantribute signifi-

candly o dropout rates, parscularly

among girls in developing econo:

mies, Tarni) Nodu, with ks high lie-

approach & fundamentally Sawed Salem ey rate, especlally among girks,
for a country as diverse as India. Dh idha has chosen a different path, intro-
Inctia'sdliversityis not just coltural ~ DNAFANIANATAN  g,c500 public exams onty after the
and linguistic, but akso develo) _ Dlh grade. This has helped main-
mental For instance, Tamil Nadu 1ain a high gross enrolment ratio
has 4,000 doctors per million inhabams. com-  for girds in the sendor secondary bevel. The NEP

pared to Gujarat’s 750 and Bihar's 637, In terms
of economic disparities, in 2023, 58% of the
population in Tamil Nadu lived bedow the pov-
eny line, whereas the figures for Gujarat and
Bihar stood at 218% and 23.3% respectively.
uniform

contradicts this model, undermining its own
goal inclusivity and impeoving edu-
cational oulcomes.

The NEP also represents a broader
encroschment on the rights of states by the

yuh:y across all reglons risks sfling the
of well-perforning stases whike liling
0 uplift those laguing befluit E:iuaug\

Unk Is asubject on
m- (.mcurm List, which allows both the

SOl
ubllly }bwmt lM Umn ywrunmn’s

challenges and strengths of cach state. States
should have the freedom thM:m
programmes while being held

through Mmﬂ&udufhmﬁ and through
centrally sponsored -hmu ((.SB). fed-
eralism. Of

through with funds

Tanll 'ﬂndu hwc raised alarms

released based on

nat political leverage.

A major podne of contention with the NEP is
lhrm;xﬂmrdl\ﬂ!uw—hwlmh
with Hindi posi

about this d with CSS being uaxd

10 bypass state-level initiatives.
India is an unparalieled experiment in plo-
ralism. and imposing unity through excessive
but

is not only

Nk b sorand th Tamil Nad
ﬁmuhopllm for its own well-established wwh}:‘lsmnnmdﬂrﬁmmmam
two-tanguage system. The NEP's nsistenceon  pled stand for the tion of federalism
does and rational pol king that respects

i regional diversity.

language teachers foe multiple

every schoal | not a practical solution, yvm
the state of Indka's education Infrastructure.
For instance, as of February 2024, Gujarst

Salem Dharanidtaran (s a spokesperson of the
Dravid Muanetra Kezbagem. The views
expressed are personal
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Tariff tangle
Litmus test for India's play-it-safe diplomacy

NDIA is racing against time to stop or at least slow

down Donald Trump's taniff juggernaut. In line

with his ‘America First’ policy, the US President

has announced tit-for-tat action from April 2against

India and other nations that have been imposing
higher levies on imports from the US. New Delhi is look-
ing to find an amicable solution to the vexing problem
under the framework of a mega trade deal with Washing-
ton. Comemerce Minister Piyush Goyal isalready inthe US,
holding negotiations regarding the deal, which is expected
tobe finalised by the year-end. The millondallar question
is: Can India delay the inevitable, and for how long?

Afer their meeting last manth, Trump had lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a “better, tougher
negotiatar”, but he also made it clear that India would
not be pted from reciprocal tariffs. His clinch
argument was that “nobody can argue with me” on this
issue. However, Delhi continues to hope that Team
Modi will pull a rabbit out of the hat in the form of a
mutually beneficial outcome.

India’s diplomatic approach is to play it safe and not
infuriate Trump, unlike the belligerent stand adopted
by countries like Canada and China Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has called American taniffs
“very dumb” and accused the US President of appeas-
ing Russia, while Beijing has warned that it is ready to
“fighttill the end" if the US s hell-bent on waging a tar-
iff or trade war. Uk President Zelenskyy's
nightmarish experience at the Oval Office has taught
India that things can easily go from bad to worse if you
are inTrump's bad books, The US was India’s largest
trading partner in 2022-23, with the bilateral trade
amounting to $190 billion; the two sides are keen to
raise it to $500 billion by 2030. The long-term picture
might prompt Delhi to bite the tariff bullet.

Hathras stampede

A catastrophe rooted in negligence

HE Hathras stampede of July 2, 2024, which
claimed 121 lives, stands as yetanother grim
derof ad neghi lack
of planning and the perils of unregulated
mass gatherings. The judicialinquiry report,
tabled in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly on Wednesday,
exposes glaring hpu-: in mwd management, haphaz-
baication of
hnhlyl:ylhe h The most damni 1
the mechanical approval of the event. The permusnn
process, completed in achy without any site inspection,
reeks of b y.The est
mated 80,000 attendees, yet over 25 lakh devotees
swarmed the venue. Despite this, no proactive crowd
ocontrol measures were in place. Water tankers stationed
near a muddy highway created a treacherous ground
and sevadars — rather than trained personnel —
tasked with managing the crowd.

The repartalso hints at a conspiracy angle, suggest-
ing attempts to misdirect lhe probe through suspi-
clous affid and misk . Yet, in its
reluctance to directly indict Bhole Baba, the panel
leaves room for ambiguity. The absence of his name
fram the FIR and charge-sheet raises uncomfortable
questions — does faith shield individuals from
ac bility? The r da including
mandatory videography, stricter permission protocols
and the use of drones far crowd-monitoning, are wel-
come. But the real challenge lies in ensuring their
implementation. In a country where religious gather-
ings & times morph into stampedes (Maha Kumbh
being the latest), will this tragedy serve as a wake-up
call or merely be buried under bureaucratic inertia?

The Hathras disaster wasnY an accident; it was an

ey ophe. Holdingmidklevel officials accourt-
able while letting powerful arganisers of f'the hook cannot
be the takeowany. The state must move beyond damage
ontrol and enforce real, systemic reforms.

P
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Giving cricket a communal spin

It's not surpnsmgthat Hindutva enthusiasts use an India-Pak match as a pretext to incite hatred

TRYSTS AND TURNS

friend,

Mahesh Narayan

Singh, whom 1

meet every

moming  while

doing exewise, was visibly
impressed by our Prime Minis-
ter's knowledge of Sufi beliefs
and practices. MN, as I call him,
felt that PM Narendra Modi
was very eloquent, enthusiastic
and condlistory during his
recent address to a gathering of
Muslims, Thatis a great change
in attitude that Modi should

FEVER PITCH: Every P

evokes strong emotions. Axem

ter simply because our team
was taking on Pakistan. On
Sundays, my immediate family
meets over lunch 1 rushed
back home from my daugh-
ter's dining table to see the
first ball being bowled. (Inci-
dentally, I could not reach
home in time — one over had
been bowled before I switched
on the television).

On my way from my daugh-
ter's home, I found the streets
deserted. This happens when-
ever Indian and Pukistani
teams meet on the cricket fiekl
It is satisfying to assert our
superiority in sports. The
ancient Greeks thought on
those lines when they intro-
duced the Olympic Games,
with Zeus, their principal god,
looking down from heaven as
the chief guest. Presumably,
residents of Sparta, Crete and
Macedonia, all Greek speaking,

share with his followers in
India and even abroad.

The hate and divisiveness that
have been the hallmark of the
ruling dispensation since Modi
took charge of the government
in 2014 will take much time and
effort to eradicate. They mani
fest themselves almost daily in
one corner or the other of the

But the “modus vivendi”
that once characterised rela-
tions between our Hindu and
Muslim compatriots in India
has suffered severe jolts in the
last decade., In Mumbai,
Mohalla Committee members,
representing both major com-
munities, continue W meet
every month to foster under-

country. The earlier
may have been to win elections
and usher in the rule of Hindut-
va, but Modi, being an intelli
gent mass leader, has realised
that disunity will destroy India
in the long run, Lately, he has
beentrying to correct the imbal-
ance, especially after his
numerous visits abroad.

1 am doubtful if a leopard can
change its spots at any time.
When it needs the shelter of
foliage W hide those spots from
its prey, it will adjust its tactics
accordingly, Our Prime Minis-
ter has introduced the hug, or
the embrace, if you want to call
it that, as a form of greeting
when meeting other heads of
state. That form of greeting has
gone down well with rulers of
Gulf nations that are over-
whelmingly Islamic.

ding and friendship, but
each has noticed the shift in
attitudes and thinking of their
brethren in their respective
communities

That is not surprising.
Modi's followers have target-
ed the minority community
where it hurts the most - their
very livelihood. Butchers and
cattle traders have been put
out of business, but even
those who sell only vegeta-
bles, fruits or other commonly
hawked goods have been
specifically prevented from
doing so at fairs, though they
have been frequenting those
places for generations.

In a small town on the out-
skirts of Mumbai, a person
passing by a house on February
23, when the India-Pakistan
cricket match was being played

The least that the
govemment cando
isto carry forward
Modis new agenda
of better relations
among communities.

in Dubai, reported to the police
as well as to his friends in the
locality that a Muslim bay in
that house was rooting for Pak-
istan. That prompted swift
action by cops, who are often
accused of lethargy.

The 15yearold boy was
detained and despatched to
the reformatory for ‘correc-

tion’, while his parents were
arrested for allegedly abusing
the comphinant.

The punitive action did not
end there. The improvised
shed which the boy's parents
had constructed to keep scrap
(the father is a scrap dealer)
was demolished by the pan-
chayat without the 15-day
notice mandated by the
Supreme Court in a recent judg-
ment. So great was the public
anger, according to the authori-
ties, that a similar shed con-
structed by the man's brother
was also reduced to rubble.

If suchinstances of roughand

were among the participants.

In view of the emotions that
an India-Pakistan match
evokes, it is not surprising
that Hindutva enthusiasts,
whose dislike of Muslims sur-
passes their enthusiasm for
cricket, misuse the occasion
to incite hatred.

What is unacceptable is that
the police go to the extent of
ignoring the law of the land,
which has not criminalised the
support of a lad for the under-
dog as an anti-national mani-
festation. Further, the action of
the sarpanch and the officials
who participated in the demo-

ready ‘justice’ arenot {i
tations of the new India pro-
daimed by the BJP then what
are? Wherever the BJP holds
sway, the police, who are often
slammed for maction or belated
action when children in schools
are molested or young women
raped, rush in when VHP or
Bajrang Dal operatives com-
plain of ‘anti-national’ activity
of Muslim neighbours, as hap-
pened in this case.

On February 23, I was tom
between my love for horse rac-
ing and cricket. I chose the lat-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

lition of the gular construc-
tion without following the
proper procedure will surely
attract “contempt of court”
provisions even if it is felt that
the police action of arresting
the Muslim couple prevented
communal riots,

The least that the govern-
ment can do now is to carry
forward Modi's new agenda of
better inter-community rela-
tions by allotting slivers of
land to the father and uncle of
the boy who was rooting for
the losing team.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Indianisation agenda

ITis not the tone and temper of the offical
speeches during this year's budget discussion in the Legislative
Assemnbly with those made on the same aooasion about this teme
hust year The renson for the difference s perfectly cbvious. Last
year, in spite of formal assurances of support on the part of the
Labour Government, of ficials in India were not absolutely sure
as 1o what the ultimate attitude of that government would be and
how farit would beprepased to go in resisting the will and the con-
sdered judgment of the people of India. With the Conservatives
frmly seated in powes there is no longer that uncertainty regard
ng the attitude of His Magesty's government. Between the gen
eral attitude of that pasty in regard 1o Indian affairs and the offi
cial attitude in India, there never has been and never can be iy
substantial difference, hl}rllnpkmlhnbmh‘wnlﬂr
same thing, the perpe i of the
b\n-nwcﬁm((mlrnlndn Admmlluﬂntxmdl!r
change in the offiaal angle of vision was afforded by the Home
Member the other day when during the dsscussion on # resolution
i the Council of State, with which the Ewropean members of the
Sa\mmmhmhmhummudhlmbpw

bers, which they could be sad
\nn«d that the Indianisation of the Civil Service and other All-

the Legislative Assemnbly on Wednesday by a similar dedamtion
n regard to the Army by the Commanderin-Chief.

The universal brotherhood of man is our most precious possession. —Mark Twain

When love andloss
share adate

SANTOSH JATRANA

/ N anniversary is supposed to be a day of celebra-

/\ tion, right? You dress up in your finest attire, cuta

cake, maybe clink a glass or two, and reminisce

about how you've survived another year of wedded bliss

(and arguments about who left the lights on). But what do

you do when your marriage anniversary collides with a
day of solemn remembeance?

On our weddin g anniversary four years ago, my husband and
1 found ourselves grappling with one of Bfe's strangest twists
— mouming the loss of my motherin-law while marking a
milestone of togetherness. Here we were, ready to celebrate
another year of love and laughter, when the universe decided
o throw i a curveball It was like planning a beach vacation
uuleuulmrwnmmrwmm

& the departed. and my moth-
erindaw’s memory is deeply cherished. She was 3 woman of
immense strength and sharp wit. She had an opinion on every-
thing and she never hesitated to share it

1can’t help thinking that she might find humour in the rony
of chaosing our wedding anniversary as the day to take her
final bow: 1t feels lice a commic wink from hee a reminder of her
knack for making her presenice felt even in her absence, It's as
if she left us with a lfe lesson in her own style: life, in all its
complexity, weaves joy and somow into the same fabric and
shows how #t can be both beautiful and heartbreaking.

Now, every year, we face the same question: do we cele-
brate, mourn or attempt some hybrid of both? As with most
things in & long marriage, the solution is compromise. We
try to blend the two cccasions: a moment of slence before a
quiet dinner, followed by a toast to both her memary and our
enduring partnership. Sametimes, we spiit the day in two
spending the moming in quiet reflection, honouring the
salemn cocasion, and dedicating the latter half to celebrat-
ing the fact that we've managed to keep the spark alive
despite the odds (and the snoring). Other times, like the
year she passed, we remind ourselves that anniversaries
come around every year, just as solemn remembrances do.
Balncing both is never easy. but it's our way of cherishing
the past while embracing the present.

It's not the kind of anniversary most couples envision, but
iU's ours — & blend of Ife's contradictions, where joy and grief
walk hand in hand. In away, #'s o reminder of marriage itself:
@ joumey that's equal parts love, loss and laughter, punctuat:
ed by the accasional bittersweet twist. So. while our anniver-
sary will forever share its date with her passing, we've came
o see it not as a dash, but as a coexistence of memories, a tes-
tament 1o the life she lived and the life we continue to build.

And samewhere, | hope my motherin-kew & smiling down
on us, probably rolling her eyes and saying. “Well, at least you
didn’t forget the date. Now you'll never forget me!”— and
honestly, she'd be absolutely right.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Give patients a choice

Refer to ‘Fleecing patients’; the high cost uf
d in private h 1}

trouble patients; under pressure from phu

maceutical companies, doctors prefer pre-

scribing expensive branded drugs. Despite

the availability of affordable genere mt-dx

dnes, lack of and

holding wksh to create
about the quality of medicnes. This will allay
the fears and doubts of the public.

KK CHAWLA, BY MAIL

crop-specific boards
Aplqms of 'Punjab in turmoil’; decreased

forces patients to bear a huge financial bur-
den. Government-run Jan Aushadhi Kendras,
meant to provide low-cost generics, face con-
sistent shortages and quality concems, fur-
ther Emiting the options. To curbthis explotta
tion, # must be made mandatory for doctors to
mention the generic name alongside branded
prescriptions,  giving patients a cholce.
Strengthening drug regulstion and improv
ing the availability of quality generics can
ensure fair priaing in healthcare and protect
patients from undue monetary strain

BALBIR SINGM KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

Quality of generic medicines

Apropos of ‘Fleecing patents’, Jan Aushadhs

Kendras help in providing genenc medicines

.Irhqutrn However, ;rqllrrrmunm
Ath

d with quality
haul of the regulatory system is reg d
wdispel apprehensions. Viglanoe needs to be
d on pharma followed

by postmarketing surveillance. Compliance
with good manufacturing practices that
encourage ethical clinical trials needs o be
monitored. R&D in the phamma soctor in our
country shoukd be scaled up. Public swareness
about generic medicines must be increased.

Random sampling of medicines

Refer 1o Fleecing patients’; generic medi-
anesat Jan Aushadhi Kendras are far cheap
er than branded ones, ratsing doubts among
the people regarding their quality. This stops
them from buying generic medicines, espe-
cally for alments like diabetes, hyperten-
sion and cardiac problems where quality
makes a big difference. The question arises
a8 %0 how the community at large can be con
vinced about the quality of generic medi-
anes. Here the role of governmentregulato
ry bodies comes into play They should do
regular random sampling and testing of
these medicines and publish the results in
newspapers and on social media, besides

g input costs and
lack of viable agricultural insurance policies
make farming an unviable option, especial-
ly for small and marginal farmers, forcing
them to sell land and send their children in
foreign countnes. Inadequate food process-
ing facilities add 1o the woes of Punjab farm-
ers. The state must develop more crop-spe-
cific institutions, like agricultural boards for
medicinal spices, pulses, etc which should
develop a well-researched package of prac-
tices for these diversified crops, help farm
ers grow them at a low cost of cultivation and
create marketing avenues.

HARVINDER SINGH CHUGH, JALANDHAR

Punjab’s governance crisis
Apropos of Punjab in turmoil’; having lost
Delhi to the BJP. the AAP leadership seems
10 be in an idedlogcal quandary The Pun-
Jab chief minister’s decision to take on farm-
ers and revenue officers could prove count-
erproductive. It underlines the crisis in
governance. Waking out of a meeting with
farmers is an ndication of a failed dialogue.
Strong-arm tactics of the AAP government
may dent the image of Bhagwant Mann as o
common man's chief minister.

RAJ BAHADUR YADAV, FATE HABAD

INDIA bloc must unite
Referto 'Why the unity of INDIA bloc is falter-
ing’; the Congress must realise that it is not
possible to fight the formidable BJP on its
own. Owing 10 its better electoral strategy,
planning and well -organised cade of workers,
the BIP is guing strong election after election
under the leadership of PM Modi The Modi-
Shah magic s outsmarting the INDIA bloc in
every aspect and thus recording emphatic
wins, Unless INDIA puts up a united front
aguinst the BJP its dream of wresting power
uvnud.hm&v‘m Mlmn&-mnnd‘
rifice, &
wlulheahmdwu-mlofpm-l amh
tions for a common cause,

RAVI SHARMA. DHARIWAL

Latiers 10 e Etor, typed i double ace, shoud rot exomed e 200-word kmt
These o b cogeetly wilen 47 < e e et by o-mall e Lettem@tibunemal.com
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pvernment office where
there is no corruption.

~OPED
Punjab crisis: AAP & pol

employing about 38 per cent
of workers.

itics of righteousness

ment, the Indian state has
already withdrawn indirect/

The onupt practices Agriculture and related  input subsidies. The greatest
resumed largely as rumours services have declined pro-  farce is the Pradhan Mantr
of some AAP leaders gessively over time. Pun-  Kisan Samman Nidhi, under

i indulging in corruption jabs economy greatly bene-  which some cash is deposit-
began to spread in the state. fits from the Punjbi edinthe bank accounts of

Itis g that after diaspora who regularly visit  farmers. The amount is too

PARAMUIT S JUDGE two years of AAP's rule, the the state and spend money in -~ meagre o help them

FORMER PROFESSOR, GURU ssue of comuption has various ways. At this moment, the fam-
NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY almost disappeared from the Owing 1o the uneconomi-  ers are fighting two wars.
state. There seems to be a cal nature of agriculture, First, they are fighting for
HILE deal standard pattern in this the land market in villages minimum support price for
ing with the  silence and & is common o has declined considerably certain crops all over the
Punjb site- many political parties in and it has become difficult  country; and second, against
ation, there power in various states, to find buyers. the open and subtle corpo-

is a tenden- During the initial phase of The context of the crisis in  ratisation of agriculture.

cy 1 quickly term it as a cri-
sis, The term cisis with
regard to Punjab was popu-
larised in the 1980s when the
Sikh militant movement

the government, the peo-
ple’s representatives are giv-
en freedom to make money,
for without it, elections can-
not be won. When it enters

SHORT-LIVED: MP's crusade agpinst

A considerable number of
people willingly bribe offi

outtobea

phase. TREUNE MO0

and paddy have become the
major crops. The water-inten-

agniculture in  Punjab is
exemplified by the recent
farmers movement. From
2020, when they protested
against the three farm laws

However, their dharnas on
roads and railway tracks
have become an irritant for a
considerable number of com-
muters as well asthe govern-

almost halted the develop-  the third year, there isasud-  dals to get their work done. sive cropping pattern has  and succeeded in getting ment. The reaction of the
ment  and governance den nse in action against  As the slogan goes, corrup- caused havoe to the under-  them repealed in 2021, tothe  Punjab CM in the recent
processes in Punjob Itisstill  corrupt officals. tion breeds cooperation ground water table. The AAP  present, Punjabfarmershave  mweting with farmers and
in vogue, though the present We have witnessed this There are two reasons for government has made some  not stopped their struggle. subsequent action against

conditions in Punjab do not
wamrant it 1o be called 5o
Interestingly, the dramatic
crash  that the stock

crackdown recently, though
most of the officials acted
against are small fish and
there is hardly any intent to

tribing officials. First, there
are certain anomalies in
hisher case that the person
wants to cover. Second, peo-

positive efforts to extend
canal water, but ithastobe a
long term effort.

Despite the efforts of the

At present, their struggle is
at the pre-organisational lev
el owing to the split among
the farmers. There are more

them on March 5is aresult of
such a situation.

The institutionalisationofa
movement always leads to a

exchange has recently expe-  catch the big fish. The arrest  ple want their work done government to convinee the  than 30 unions and eachone loss in its sheen and that is
rienced is still not beingtreat-  ofatehsildar by the Vigilance  quickly even if their papers farmers W go for diversifica- has its distinct character. what is happening t0 the
edas a crisis. Bureau in Ludhianaled toa  are in order. In such situa- tion of the cropping pattern, The decision by some farmers’ movement. Once

Corruption is an alkIndia  strikeby thetehsildars Butit  tions, corruption becames a they are not doing so dueto  unions to go to Delhi last  the legitimacy of the move-
phenomenon and Purgeb s was quickly withdrawn after  part of the culture and a per- lack of expertise and the yeartoprotest was boundto  ment is lost, it will take little

Once the legitimacy

no exception. But under- the Punjb government manent institutionalised availability of minimum sup-  fail because of the lack of time for the State to com-
standing how corruption & hardened its stance against  practice, ol [l e farmers port price for certain crops. unity among them. pletely suppress it. The only
the root cause of the crisis in  the striking tehsildars. Agriculture  has : According to the 2022-2023 The Swaminathan Commit-  wayout is aunited struggle at
the state requires some seri-  The issue of corruption s regarded as the mainstay of  111OVEIMENLIS lost,it economic survey of Punjab,  tee's recommendations have  the national kevel

ous introspection. much mare serious than we  Punjab since the Green Rev- will take litde time the gross state value of agri-  not  been  implemented The root cause of the crisis

The AAPs crusade against
coruption after it came to
power was noticed and there
was a dramatic drop in cor-
rupt practices in government
offices. But it turned out to

generally think. Instead of
distancing themselves from
the corrupt tehsildas, his fel-
low officers endorsed his
misdeed by going on strike
in his support. This is an

olution in the late 1960s.
However, the Green Revolu-
tion has outlived its advan-
tage and now most of the
states are producing grains,
though Punjab is still the

forthe State to
suppressit. The only
way out forthemisa
united struggle at

culture and related services
is about 29 per cent employ-
ing about 25 per cent of the
workers, most of whom are
migramt kbourers. In con
trast, the industry’s share is

despite assurances by various
political parties during suc
cessive elections. In addition,
the Central government has
béen Sredial h

lies in the loss of moral val-

ues in the system, where

money and proft  have

become primary. Irrational
des, &

the subsidy to agriculture.

spray of dulter-
ation of milk and consider-

be a temporary pause as  indication of a serious moral  krgest contributor to the about 25 per cent employing The Punjab govemment is  ing corruption as natural
within six months of #srule,  crisis in the soclety, where  Centre’s kitty Agricultural II)(' natic )ll&ll |1'\‘('|_ 36 per cent of the workers.  still supplying free power for  way of becoming rich are
d and, at ded as have moved to And gly, services to farmers. Other-  some practices that charac

present, there is hardly any

up is
functional for everybtody.

monoculture, inwhichwheat

constitute about 4‘8 per cent

wise, under the WTO agree

Address IAFs depleting offensive capability

terise the Punjab arisis

only cater to the T Force (PAF) acquiring the  there is a need o fasttrack
ding phasing out of the exist- ‘ 1 multi-role stealth fighter the  the induction of systems,
Ing squadrons (the remaining JE35(export version ofthe -  such as drone  swarms,
MiG-21sand Jaguars), ‘ 31) by the end of this decade, unmanned combat  aerial

Even a speedy finalisation wupled with the speedy wehicles (UCAVS) and long
of the multi-role fighter air- operationalisation of an Ital-  range surface-to-surface mis-

craft (MRFA) dealof 114 fight-
er aircraft will, at best, fructi-

fan data link network akin to
the NATO Link-16, any com-

siles of the Brahmos family
without succumbing to the

AIR VICE MARSHAL ARJUN fy in deliveries commencing petitive advantage enjoyed false narrative that these

SUBRAMANIAM (R Ly the end of the decade if it is by the IAF over the PAF is  would  ultimately  replace
AIR POWERANALYST agovernment-to-govemment speedily getting eroded. manned aircrafl

(G2G)deal. If the process con- Even if one looks at the Chi- Policymakers must digest

HE IAF today tinuesits present trajectory. ie nese fifth g mmbil  the apable reality that

stands at an
inflection  point

a global tendering process, it
could take almost adecade to

ity with a pinch of salt and
reckons that platforms like

so long as fullspectrum
threats exist for India along

On the one hand,  result in deliveries the Rafale, with its entire  its northern and western bor

ithas articulated a That alarm bells are ring- | suite of EWand weaponswill  ders, the IAF will be com.
doctrine that is sweeping in  ing in New Delhi is quite be a fair match till India  pelled to wield a mix of fixed
its scope andambitious inits  apparent by the speedy sub- | acquires or develops its own  wing, unmanned and sur
aspimtion. On the other mission of an inhouse | fith and sixth generation facetosurface weapons.

hand, the gap between its
articulation and the capabili-

report from the MoD on an
TAF roadmap for expedited

HIGH TIME: The WF must concentrate on bulding credble offersive capability. i

fighters, any talk of catching
up with the People's Libera-

On a different plane, after a
decade of successfully build:

ty to execute is gowing ever  capability enhancement tonArmyAir Brce (PLAAP  ing its nonkinetic capability
sowide. The gap merits seri-  While the scope of the focus the aftereffects of coer MiG-21 squadrons make up sounds mther farfetched (runsport and  helicopter
ous examination through a  reportis as asthe coninanad d environ- for the rest of the brce. and the possibility of any fleets) which has contributed

concerning lens ofan erosion  IAF doctrine, #t is too early  ment of parity or near-parity If this depleted forve is to  leap-frog@ing seems remote.  brillantly to statecraft and
in its offensive capabilities. 10 assess when the deliver-  on both the northern and punchaboveits weight, it must What then is the way for  nation-bullding, it is time for
At around 30 fighter ables will start flowing in. westem fronts have the following: an ‘overr  ward? Consideringthat severr  the IAF to concentrate on
squadrons, the IAF is at its By any logical assessment, The sheer lack of numbers, l‘|k‘\hl‘('l’|&l('l\()' weight complement of airto-  al recommendations of the bullding credibie offensive
lowest strength ever. And  there are no answers in the  cupability gaps in long range drand drtosurficeweapons;  Kargll  Review G Ne by i
whatis morealarming isthat  short and medium term oth-  @rair missiles that still exist N Ill)lT.\ l".lpilhllll.\ electonic warfire (EW) caper  (KRO)of over decades ag several inthe ar,
the pipeline of fighter erthanimpressinguponthe and other structuml deficien- - )\llll()ll Lrange hility to degrade an extremely  are stilluneealised, itis impor  such as the development of
replacements is restricted for ~ US toensure that the deliv-  des in the IAFs air defence Baps B-Tange dense and sophisticated adver:  tant to assess which of these  theadvanced mediumcombat
at least the next five yearsto  erfes of the GE 404 and 414 networks and sensoes are a amr-to-amr IlllS\Il('\ sarial ar defence network, par  recommendations attach  aircraft (AMCA), red herrings
atncklefromtheTejasMkIA  engines are expedited so  cause forconcem. Tothe IAFs ticularly in the Tibetn themselvestothe IAFsoffen-  like the F35, the long gesta

assembly lines.

that at least the light com-

oredit, it has done its best ©

and other structural

Autonomous Region (TAR), a

sive capability. These should

tion periods of new acquisi-

It has taken Hindustan bat aircraft (LCA) pro-  plug these gaps, but there is deficiendesinthe readily available and on call  be addressed on priority, with  tions and the collsborative
Aemnautics Lid (HAL)almost  gramme is on track. only so much it can dowith the 1 \l:‘ i ' '|. afisn, omplement of aerial refu- y and clear deliv of jet engines,
nine years todeliver the first  The willingness of the polit-  chsmal decline inthe numbers. APFSAIrdelence e airbome waming and  erbles, a facet that has been  the future is kargely uncertain.
40 Mk1 jets. Even a dmumatic  ical executive to unshackle The current inventary of networks and control systems (AWACSk and  missing in our aeronautical The IAF will have to be
improvement in the produc  the IAF over castern Ladakh  offensive multi-role platforms aitbome early waming plt-  devek d le to har

tion of the Tejas MKIA, that
douties the delivery numbers
(83) in a little over half the
time frame (five years), will

and test its coercive capability
ot Balakot in 2019 were steps
in the right direction. But the
twoepisodes also brought into

is about 1415 SU30 MKkI,
theee Mirage 2000, three MiG-
2 and two Rafale squadrons.
Afew Jaguar, Tijas Mk1 and

SENSOrS are a cause
for concern.

forms, all of whichareas scurce

s their fighter brethren,
Considering the reported

likelihood of the Pakistan Air

Next is o nuu;.alr the gap
created by the continuing
shortage of the fixed wing

Tatf

ness its depleting offensive
assets with a very high quali-
ty of truining and operational

of To dothis,

prey
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The north-south chasm

A mix of federal equity and efficient use of fiscal
resources is the solution to delimitation row

AMIL NADU CHIEF Minister MK Stalin has u the Centre to
retain the existing number of Lok Sabha (LS) seats and con-
stltuency boundane: for the next 30 years. A furore over the
fthel 1 of the LS b
on the basis of the 16th census was to be expected. The delimitation exer-
cise has remained frozen since 1971; the 84th Constitution amendment
in 2002 set down status quo of mnsuluency limits until “the first census
takenafter the year 2026 Whiled I census, | ductedin2011,
is delayed, repons suggest Lha( it will start in 2025, with data and the
dby2026.¢ Orilcouldcvenbe

suggaradmmetﬂu"aﬁer-zozs' d
result in a significant increase in LS seats from the extant 543, fixed over
five decades ago on the basis of the 1971 census. The population has pre-
sumably grown by roughly 2.6 times since then, with the rate of increase
among states uneven.

Union home minister Amit Shah has recently said that the LS seats will
nntmduoe(aranysta!zand,instead inause nnapromtabaxix' Butback-
of-th vith their popu-
lau:mshzvh\gbem bilised over decades, would see their rep
in LS shrink in rdaﬁve terms. The minister’s assurance hmbeinfermd to
mean that ab berof LS.
state mlghl have seen their population dedine).and mightonly increase in

her states, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
aswellas the notheastern states might also be disadvantaged by the next
delimitation. The northern states, on the other hand, would witness their
ion rise sul ially, with the biggest gainers likely being
Raiaslhan, mhar,Utanradzsh,andMadhya

Total fertility rates of all ﬁve southern stalu are almady well below !he

rate.So, thei k
theUnlledNadﬂniestinuta,fn h y hole, th ki v..:d
lybyearly 2060swhen th 1 hits 1.7 billion. The south-
ern states' relative success in population control has already led to much-
mduzed tax tnnsfen Besldes,dwymnowfacadwithihegﬁm prulpectol

1 ft.Thisiseven
du“Hindi Belt” shtes over deczda have not sallslactodlyaddmsed thelr
A If atall, the divide may

True,ata fundamental level the choice hadifﬂcdlone.betweendwde-
mocratic principle of “one person, one vote, one value” or representative
franchiseand federal equity. The solution should be onewhem inunllva
forp ithmoreefficient useof thef;
to lhe backward states from othtn.Th:m transfe:s should be put to pro-
duc di h Their
should be monitored and quantified, undera formal mechanism. The last
thing the country would want is a situation where even the progressive
states take resort to raise their population,and goastray. The Unites States’
popuhllmhxnunbyfourumamrhst 112yeaxs yetthemngt.hol
Houseof! hasn’t b
dplel.'l‘heworld s largest ecunomybean ldﬁmonym the notion that

equity begets efficiency.

Honda could get BYD-ed
in key scooter market

FORTHE WORLD'S of Chi: vehicle-maker
BYDand itslocal ﬁvalunrecm(yeanhnhemabmnllummdh\qnmhmma
tion, China, a market that was once core to their global growth plans, has become a

wasteland for their petral-powered line-ups as electric vehicles grew from 6.2% of
salesin 202010 45% lastyear.

The foreign brands th; [l lhelOlOsL by ul-nw
Ford Motorand Nissan Motor — both dsin 2017
819 and 45% respectively. Ford dmppa‘l behind barely-} h'uwm Ina.l dacu'ic mar
ques such as Zeekr and Deepal. General
émhmrlhepenodandmevrdﬂlhun 92%whll¢ Honda Motor Corp!s sales
have dropped 40%. BYD, the 215t-biggy in 2017, last year
in China than the mmainrlapamubnndlpunng!dﬂ

Get ready P p

Right now,scooters panisinth
Wid\ﬂlinglmunuauallndhmd&mhwxmh.themhboommszdOn-
m,m.r‘n 4 g 7%ayux ugh 2029,comp, bout 194

REPORT BY JMK Research
in 2023 commented on
the rise of grid-scale
energy storage systems
(ESS) via demand-driven
tenders, and how this was becoming

”

@ ROAD BUMPS

Union road transport and highways

minister Nitin Gadkari

Most of the road accidents happen in the country
due to small civil mistakes, faulty DPRs

and nobody is held accountable

® CHARGING UP
STORAGE MARKET HAS MADE STELLAR PROGRESS IN 2024, BODING WELL FOR GRID AND RENEWABLES

Battery storage is here

HIMRAJ DANG
DEBMALYA SEN

important for the grid of

renewables. The report, entitled Enﬂy
Storage: Connecting India to Clean Power

consutant and
energy lead, World Economic Forum

on Demand, mentioned that 8 gigawatt
(Gw) of tenders were awarded in 2023, grid, estimated to rise from the current
According to the Central 200Gwto 500 Gweapacityby 2030 Alsa,
Authority (CEA, 2023), India would reg- giventhx inds dof
uireatleast41.7 Gw/208 Gwh(gigawatt- 7% per annum in this period, a study by
hour) of battery energy storage systems the India Energy and Climate Center at
(BESS) and 18.9 Gw of pumped hydro the University of California, Berkeley,con-

storage (PHS) in FY 30,
Wearewriting this article to highlight
the stellar progress made by storage in
2024, based on a report by Debmalya Sen
u\m.lad India: Unluym Bu-rysmr—

hour {Mwh) of battery lwr

commissioned, reflecting ESS market
growthof 1.7xin 2024, but 32 tenders
amnunnngmw Gwh were also floated

cudesthat"by 2027,100-120 Gwof new

decline from ¥5.6/kwh in 2021 to
€3.52/kwhin 2024,

Global story

NEF's Levelized Cost -
tricity report indicates that the global

cost for battery storage pro-
jects fell by a third in 2024 to $104 per
Mwh. The forecast is for batteries to
ﬁmﬂy cross the vaunted SIOOIMwh
The Solar Energy Corporation of hold in 2025, already

India (SEC1)is the leading buyerof stor- | Chinaby2023.
age capacity. With 26 tenders (10 Gwh China’s energy storage sector saw
BESS, 14 Gw RE), SECI remains the an annual increment of 1.3x in 2024,
largest nodal agency for ESS-linked ten- with total installed capacity reaching
ders, followed by NTPC with 12 tenders 73,76 Gw, according to Bian Guanggi,
(26 Gwh ESS, 4 Gw RE),and GUVNLand an official with the National Energy

inst47 GWhinthep
vious five years)
As of December 2024, 114 GWh of
ESS capacity tenders (82 in number) have
already been publicised. This pipellne ls

solar, out of which 50-100 Gw is co- SJVNatjoint third with six tenders each. Administration,
located with 16-30 Gwx 4-6 hours of | In following the award of such tenders
storage, can avoid shortages™ toexecution, NHPC holds a 1000 track ~ Market concerns
record followed by SECI and NTPC at As battery prices have been falling
Tender 589, and S[VN at 50%. | andtheneed forgridstabilityrises,given
g This measure is worth the injection of renewables, this is an
Tenders come inan array Energy storage tracking as 9.5 Gwh of industry segment that promises super-
of configurations: stand- is projected to awarded capacity s normal growth. Post-award manage-
alone (BESS, PHS); renew- stranded without power ment should improve to avold cancella-
(RE)+ ESS/) grow Sxbetween .. agreements. tions, purchase
theclock (RTC); solar+BESS; 2026 and 2032 anduleagnmmu()ne reason forcan-
and firmand dispatchable  with an estimated  12riffs cellations is the wish for ever-declining
RE or FDRE (assured peak, Thetarifftrendsforvar- | tariffs, ignoring the fact that price dis-
load following, RTC, and "wmm M:SLS” lous segments of storage covery only happens with a steady
specific peak su crore ( are revealing. For stand- | stream of tendered capacity.
are differentiated by tech- billion) by 2032 alone BESS, for example, Itisalso surprising that an important
10.7 Gwh of tenders have EA L

split PHS(91G
GWh), ESS now amounts to ZS%oﬁM
tendered capacity.

The market size is now d to

nzdllSO(‘MholliESSmprkyby 2032
(India

anem.mandad)ry llnr'age participation,

and

dest (.36 Gwh infan-

Y & F
ning for 2032 forecasts the need for 84
Gwof fresh thermal capacity while ignor-
ing the role of storage. The bundling of
RE and storage in various
cnnﬂgnratlons should be a like-to-like

been issued, 809% in 2024,
Tariffs have seen a 66% decline in two
yun fmm 106 hkh/MwImonth to

replacement for firm thermal power,

solar tenders to

uary. A further fillip to the market is  Bidders and buyers %uvm , going down further
expected from the recent dimctive for Mostof the bldders inthese tenders w 221 lelnmmwnhVGP).Wldl
are RE indq power p P
(1PPs), and co as VGFinthe fi

two-hour co-located ESS equlvalem of
10% of the capacity.

Energystorage s projected to grow 5x
between 2026 and 2032 with an esti-
mated investment of €4.79 lakh crore
($55 billion) by 2032, This is needed to

renewable energy (VRE) into the Indian

in states with high average
peak demand, and

expected. The usual RE [PPs show up,
namely Renew, Greenko, ACME, Hero
Futures, Sembcorp, 02 Power, Avaada,
Juniper, Serentica, BrightNight, etc.
Conventional generators include
NTPC, Reliance Power, Tata Power, |SW,
Essar, L&T, etc.

power X

For FDRE, 20.2 Gwhoftendershave | VRE penetration.
been issued, 50% in 2024. Peak guar- Given the rapid coming of age of ESS,
antee tariffs have been steady in the | with lower tariffs and time-bound exe-
range of ¥4.25-4.69/kilowatt-hour cution, this asset class should be a key
(kwh)in 2024. For solar+BESS tenders, | input in managing pmr shortages,
8.9 Gwh of tenders have been issued, = planning fresh capacity,and decarboni-
88% in 2024, Tariffs have seen asteep | sationofthegrid.

Has Trump done what WTO couldn’t?

MADAN SABNAVIS

Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda

The US president is calling the shots and has changed
the entire discourse of economics, with all countries
revisiting their trade and tariff structures

IDIOSYNCRASY AND VICISS‘TUDE
Donald Trump

Thzweighmd mean average tariff on
is relevant here.

has been erratic in articulation but con-

sistent in his stance on economic policy,
whether the world likes it or not. His
recent tirade on customs tariffs is some-
thing that has got all nations back to the
negotiation table. But, if one reflects, it
will appear that his proposed actions
would do something that theWorld Trade
Organization (WTO) was unable to

World Bank data for 2022 throws some
light on these rates, which vary from
almost nil in Singapore to 29.5% in

uda. For India, itwas 11.5%,while it
was 8.6% in Korea, 7.4% in Brazil, 4.7%
in South Africa, 3.1% in China, 3.1%in
UK, 1.3% in France and Germany, and
1.5% in the US. These are averages and

itd global trade, but this would also come in

is 100). Over 60 have an average  the way of domestic industry, which will
rate of 5% or more, P

The US trade policy has become the For Indian companies, any reduction

in tariffs would mean

Itisnot the doars are open wider for imports,

certain wheth« thne would be applied which can affect cor ion, Therefore,
the inherent protection that existed due

to tariffs being at relatively higher levels

mdilumlnlummmhnd signal to the
world that the US means business. Also,

growitto 50%assal il 2030.Itsty
alﬂakwalo{ﬂumagalnnﬁqphmerguhetwmnﬂmdnnde

’l'he most important plank of this shift was announced in Indialate Iutyaanl‘l’d\
the rollout of the Activa e:,a battery-powered version of its top-selling local bike.
Weirdly,it doesn't ge it upat home,

in Bu@um Delhl,and Mumbai.

hmwabou(the W{umu:hthalmy‘mm\ckenvnm

A by ilabl

foreign trade?

ataround $3.3 trillion, followed by China
(Slﬁtﬂlbn)andﬁununy(Sl.Suﬂlhm).

UlLl-‘nncg ndh,}bnglfa!g.and
nations have consid-
znhlepuwumrlmpmmgurlﬁs,glven

the quantum of imports The US threat to
impose reciprocal tariffs on all trading

. Immm
rbu s tonanerwnd(ol dlstnbuuxuhat lrum almost 180 countries, Beudes. the
your buye:
y orclosed, kwh number of products is large, and it would
into theircarpark. p d
The Activa e: is a"bizarre bet”, the Morming Contest,a wise tariffs for comparison. While the
DAVID local financial news site, wrote in January.“If it fails, itwill ching: d
FICKI.ING hurt a brand that took khzmmpanymrmdxadnm it could p be
build” O (akey given haw applied in generalised terms only. In this
y context, the average customs tariffs
i I k p d pai ) imposed by countries could be looked at,
alsolook sign up to Honda's batt vice subscrip though this may not necessarily match
tion, the site estimated. the average that the US faces due to sev-
It's not that Honda lacks mldrhmm de agy
wappingalmvgsuethmenfhame dnrg)ng,enher TheCUVe, tries, g
has p y that ability. lmmd,themmwnyil (MFN)status.

looking

glog BF igges

ahalf-baked idea.
uxaldvahmﬂmndlngsﬂn.OhBemtmﬂl(y,wNmkhymgoﬁemphy
g iglastyearthatvalued itat $4 bil-
lion,still hasaq Its g motor-
bik aimed at delivery di and cost about a third the price of an Activa e:.
than Honda, provi \garessiv i
tiontoOla At TVS Moto, ;7%ﬁumayurar~
lier in the December quarter.“We want to look at global markets with our EV prod-
ucts,” Chief Officer KN told on January 28.
Asi. etitn g eq par Vlztmm‘l‘vllmm

han Indian

m:akignldenopponumxythat’nboutmbuqmmd. NEFesti-
mates EVs will as half of two-wheelers sold in 2030, but Honda is
aiming to produce just four million of them — a far cry from its dominant share of

would have a varied set, dep g on g Xp amajor concern for the countries as well
the di that are tothel nigher tariffs, d
imported. p may not At the policy level, there is always the
Th oftherec  The US double-  matteriftherearenofs h ping where loweringoftar-
iprocal  tariff  policy speak is evident as  Cheaper This  iffsinge | can lead to pred;
approachofthe UShasled  SPeaK IS @ can hold good in Other priceand sell
to two things, The firstis ~ the talkisonly on  [jke pharmaceutical,where  their, example is China.India
thatit hasopened thedoors goods and not the US has to import  hashadtoappl an!l-dumpln(( duties to
fornegotial thishas services, where because it is a necessity. stem the flow of such goods. Surveillance
.
meant that are PPN Evenincaseofsteelandalu-  would have to be increased to watch out
talking to the US, o minium, the US has to con- for such peactices.
The second fallout is tinue g as it lacks The US double-speak isevident asthe
have resu- P P talk is only on goods and not services,
nwdulkingmoneam(her within. [twilllead tohigher ~ where ambivalence persists. There is
Thiswas abandoned. prices and inflation inthe USand could  stern talk about driving migrants back,
the WTO concept fizzled out. What this affect imports only marginally. with some moves being made already.
will mean is that more will Ithas alt tar- This will be a concern, given that there

be forged by like-| minded nations on
trade, which can be either bilateral or
within groups of countries where the
MFN-lik: d

India is already in talks with the UK and
the European Union, which too are “fgu
nificant trade partners. The impetus

this will be more on the fear of the US
raising its antenna at some point to tax
goods from countries that have higher

THE EDITOR

Tariff a blunt tool

Apropos of “Will Trump tariff?*

(FE, March &), tariff walls, however
high, cannot elevate the US to
manufacturing preeminence in the
near future. Sphurging on cheap
imports by leveraging the dollar as
the global currency, at next to nil
urﬂs it had shrunk its auto and steel

of Chinese electric cars canat least plead that nothing of the sort had ever happened
before, For Honda, its grim future is already staring it in the face.

It has long been swept
away by the Chinese manufacturing
tsunami. It woke up to the STEM

Regd. No. TN/CPMG/722/2000 NI Reg. No. 37821 /80 Printed

(science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) initiative just a few
years ago while other nations took the
lead in higher education to leapfrog in
advanced technology and research.
Years of idle opulence is exacting its
price on a nation guilty of hubris as the
sole printer of the dollar. It intends to
take recourse to its might to regain a
wider base in manufacturing, without
which tariffis a blunt tool for the US
and benefits none.

~R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

will be restrictions on issuing work-
related visas. But then, this is the might
of the US where the President is alllng

theshots

iffs are imposed on specific countries,
there Is a tendency to reroute goods
mmghnh.hﬂmumrymh&psdodge
the higher tariffs. Often

Gulf Cooperation Council are used lor
such routing. However, countries will
deliberate whether rates should be ratio-

course of economics, wnh all countries
revisiting their trade and tariff struc-
tures, Hence, it can be said that Trump

nalised keeping this factorinmind.ltcan  has done what the WTO couldn't.
lead to a reduction in tariffs on several
product lines, which would be good for Views are personal

KYC misused

Apropos of “The KYC crisis* (FE, March
6), too many people have been

The KYC is supposed to help in
weeding out benami accounts in
theory, but even with all the
protection in place there is no dearth

defravded by threats from cyber of mule accounts used for cheating.
crooks of freezing accounts. Forced to One cannot blame the bankers
disclose personal details, many have because the central bank and the
found their bank accounts emp(led government are quick to Ievy

after complying with the i ies for any laxity in obeying
as demanded by fraudsters inthe their instructions.

guise of bankers. Banks refuse to take
responsibility and the government
seems helpless in dealing with crooks.

~Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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GBG Bill: Will promise
inspire reform?

Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill, drafted by
a joint committee, has been tabled in the Karna-
lnkn Icglslllurc. propuslnx significant rdormn 0

address govemm
One of the lncy hwlllghu of the bill is the splitting of the
existing Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
into seven separate corporations. The bill aims to decen-
tralise the city's administration, making it more efficient
and citizen-friendly, while instilling greater transparency
and accountability. The reforms are being touted as for-
wml-lhinking. but the question

remains whether they will deliver the transformative
chnngemmcnallwnmh l-ordmdes.tha-clmbvmn

Ingwllh water, publk' mnspoﬂ power, Inlrummuremd

Maternal mortality

COMMENT

UNEVEN PROGRESS

and

India’s multifold challenges

Maternal mortality rates
have improved but socio-
economicimbalances
remainahurdle

€M LAKSHMANA

he Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 3.1 set by the United
Nations is aimed at reducing the
maternal mortality rate (MMR) to 70
per lakh live births by 2030. India has

Inthy exceptJl uvu&n diate medical interven-
humdrduwodthMR
Thc national health programmes 5 l’onrmum haemo md
Sanate donthy led e Onrohht

maternal health outcomes. But now,
special attention needs to be given to
the central and north-castern states to
ensure an even national spread of the
Initiatives.

valm barriers
Maternal mortal tality remains a :umm

to mul
v

nomic, and systemic factors, Despite  th

causes of maternal mortality is em
sive bleeding (haemorrhage) durt“
childbirth or the postpartum period.
Delayed medical intervention, lack
of trained birth attendants, and inad-
equate blood transfusion services ag-
gnmle this risk.

6. Overcrowded secondary health-
care facilities in urban areas: In urban
Inul smmdnry hmhhmre htlll
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services, J !

1 denth:

services, mm a m;m framework
of national programmes such as the

other
atcross-purposes, due to a lack of coordination. The pﬂr
posed G mtv:r chuluru Authorily ((.-BA) is expected to

National Health Mission (NHM), Re-
v M. 1 Newbsaen. Child

and Adolescent Health plus Nutrition
(RMNCHA+N)strategy, and Ayushman
Bharat, India hasd 4

these

fillthis gap by b lerone unified

better jon and efficiency,

However, the organisational structure of the new mech-
anism raisesseveral questions, With
the GBA headed by the Chief Minis-
ter, thereis nodoubt that the mayor  ENUTRITTT
with a 30-month term will be no proposed
more than a titular head. Besides
undermining the concept of local JREMGILY
self governance, this could severely  JENULTIVINEY
affect the autonomy of the GBA,  JSPORT
reducing it to a hand-maiden of the tnorsbt
state government, which would ex-  [RERAELAY
ert significant influence over the  JIUTEN
city's administration. The structure  JRTIN S
thus Ilch clarity. Thc bill nlm ig

adirectly elecud mayor-in-counci I

with a fixed term of five years. The inclusion of MPs, MLAs
and MLCs in the corporation council is a major drawback.
Thi Faa g b 1 P,

cilstrengthand createan artificial majority for a particular
party toenable them to elect a mayor who does not reflect
the people’s choice. Lawmakers have distinet roles that do
not mvolw mcddling wﬂh city ndmmhtmion Atmost,
..n,..w“..--.-‘uww P granting
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tolocal gmcrnmcc,

The bill is a mixed bag, and it is crucial that legislators
thoroughly discuss the pros and cons, putting aside polit-
ical considerations, Moreover, the bill should not be used
to delay the already overdue elections to BBMP, Their
guiding principle should be the greater good of Bengalu-
ru. The focus should be on streamlining governance, not
complicating it further. While the bill presents a promising
opportunity to address the city's administrative woes,

mitment to schieving the target.
Maternal health is an important
aspect for the development of any
country in terms of increasing equity
and reducing . The survival
and wellbeing of mothers is not only
important, butis also central to sol
larger, broader, economic, social,
el Lebaall M, e
strategic investments have been made
under the NHM for improvement of
maternal health. However, one of the
indicators of maternal mortality is

1, High-risk pregnancies: Many ma-

atmany PHCs md\ai(‘:a whichdo not
operate 24x7, forcing women to rely
on u jed secondary and tertiary

7 anudhcr\'m to standard oper-
iiog proodures (DRosw: Wik meny

siasm for quality assessments, some
PHCs and smaller facilities still fuil to
hlluw.S()Pc for del
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SPEAKOUT

Theolderyou get in politics, the more
mature youbecome, Similarly, the youths
canalso besuccessful. However, I feel
that Tejashwi Yadav, who calls
himselfayouth,doesn’'thaveany
capability. Ishe theonly youth?

Jitan Ram Manjhi, Union Minister

Old age and lmnchery will alwnys beat youth
and exuberance.
David Mamet

TO BE PRECISE

If you see
Mr Trunp
coming, run!

/

L

ther
for both mother and child,

8. Shortage of skilled healtheare
professionals: A lack of trained m
colomu. nh‘cmdmn md mi

Many Dealthcare facilities face human
mﬂumhﬂminﬂll:\glhltdﬁlly
o cases.

9. Inadequate emergency referral
services: Delay

INPERSPECTIVE

Teeth tell stories
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Weighed down by
obesity epidemic

Pradesh (173), Rajasthan (167), Uttar P Janui life, chy oecupi- mm
Pradesh (103), Haryana (110), Punjab  incur out-of-pocket exp for med-  of ad | hat dcraft spec kexh d
(105), andd West Bengal (103), ication, diagnostics, transportation, Women, ly in rural areas, may isation in anclent societies, Re cific pattems of dental trauma
No doubt, under the NHM, (hrrr lnd nlhcrl mmmﬁmndﬂ not return for follow-up visits, leading  und he  linked it
has been a substantial impr di dinfecti of | pathol In extreme case, the
MMR. However, tegional i in from poor back f weking  haemorrhage, or other i wes in ing labour  skeletal remains of miners in
terms of socko-economic development  timely antenatal and dclnmym that gountreated. practices, offering unh’ue in- ancient Rome showed severe
have stopped the progress of many 4, Reluctance to visit hospitals untll — Even considering the existing chal- igghts he divish work, enamel o Jation, possibly
states in efforts to reach a two-digit  full dilation: Many rural women hesi-  lenges, continuity in the present initi- falhy chy, and d by prol
rate, The SRS ﬁsum lhow Ihll the  tate to visit healthcare facilities during  atives with greater intent can take all exposure in pre-modern pop-  of toxde metal dust. This aligns
rly labour d the fearof d Indian murl to the target MMR by or ulations, with modern understandings
(43), Andhra Pradesh (45) -sections and add; I Thisde:  before 20 Dental tissues, being highly  ofoccupational hazardsand re-
(54), and Karnataka (69) have dom- lay increases the risk of complications {' l‘lx wrlm is a professor and head, dk serve thatan-
significantly better. These states have  such nged | fetal di Rescarch Centre, Institute durd findivid-  cient labour conds could
reached the SDG goal well in sdvance.  and postpartum haemorrhage which m%mwrman«) u{lgpahw,ﬁnllhm have had long-term health
retain evidence of stress and ic
repetitive activity throughout — Scientific advancements
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE Iie. bl ingentl
Modemn al meth-

thimlomm have leveraged
these characteristics to ¢ ods are refining our ability 1o

A b d bord past lifestyles, part fo- interpret dental pathologies
besity has assumed epidemic proportions in India Crepe eyon ers on how different occu-  with unprecedented preci-
Jand emerged as a major health threat. India has the I Hhadital I o e i et ki pations leave distinct marks lﬂ;"mm ) tm:nu-
third highest percentage of obese persons in the wassurprised tolearn  everymember —y pract uring festivals | on dentition. raphy (Mici imaging.
world and, ugordlnu 0 dnl:slmm the National Family " Knowing this, loffered to treat them — and special dosas were served in Microscopic dental wear for instance, enables detailed
that the dosa had won o dosas during a recent visit. Along  allthe houses! The batter wasmadethe | patterns, forinstance, reveal di- — assessments of enamel wear
Health Survey-5, there is prevalence of abesity among 24 de fdlt-poctiand sambh ditional way, by hand and in stone | etary habits, but theyalsoindi- - and microfractures, offering
per cent of women and 23 per cent of men. An analysis in overaJharkhand village 0 ERRETeC ¢ grinders. Accor though, | cateexposure tomaterialsused deeper insights into mechan-
the journal The Lancet says India will have 450 million lmmhy,umrd (tvrutha) and ground  weremore local, in few of th in crafts, Enamel  ical stress exerted on teeth.
obese persons, the largest obese population in the world, USHA GAUTAM (aracha). During dinner [ hovered for  chutney and sembhar of the South, hypoplasia - characterised by Stable isotope analysis helps
by 2050 up 'mm the current 180 million. The crisis has n Im ln the \dtdtm I n-umed Dulart  Dulari was unable to provide further grooves or pits on teeth - sug- dullemnme h«m dietary
decades. About 73lakh b g0 ulari is a could use dosn: dmﬁrlhumﬂﬂn;mhnldm ?nu hy logical stress dur-
Ill(hgidsmﬁsumllobc in2022 comparedto 2lakh ':.wdummldgheurlv«iu w match their rapid rate of A h dsof kil d ing childhood, often linked to  dentalwear, providing a clearer
b pa A ouse help in my brother's home — tion, Iwu -uruu-d luﬁnd shehad no  Indin's hinterland, where the pace and malnutrition or discase. How-  picture of labour practices.
in 1990, The rising nus will pose serious A in Jubu a ago and has proved in- U turning rhythm of life tie so much more dosely | ever, other dental conditions — Geometric morphometric
to public health. India is already the diabetes capital of the dispensable ever since, She “floatsand  out two kinds—millet (b irons. like excessive wear, abscesses, - analysis-another cutting-edge
world, accounting for over 23 per cent of the global number shimmers,” as Bertie Wooster would  and standard (mhl-uullum 1 hnpplly “Thisheartwarming talels adelectable and alveolar bone boss are in- ol - allows researcherstomap
of patients, Obesity, diabetes, and other lifestyle ailm have el lyputit, and pl clof Iy linked surface cha ‘" ""““""'
can make alarge segment of the population unhealthy. Itis athand when most needed. Whetherto  both the food and the compliments. pot. Which naturally absorbs and qui- | pational activities rather than  over time, facil
1 A el Sastih ied q wnlkﬂmhgu-mmarlorhmokm The following day | observed that  etly integrates. But equally thrilling is meredictary factors. mrumndlﬂﬂvm papuln
+ health chall e haps  Dulari and the day staff were warming  the fascinating story of migration and The labour-intensive na-  tions and craft m-l
asa health challenge. her d skillin the houschol leftovers and planning a dosa feast wre of ancient crafts often Mmhmh?nl
Consumption of junk food, changes in patterns and hcrnhillwmmkdm :}’Mr own. | asked Dularl whether Indl hand blend intn den Jiabilityof
timings of work, lack of physical activity, and high levels of Mybrother’s Punjabi wife.truetoher  she liked eating dose. Imagine my s ture so far removed from Iublnhulm.'? 1al pathol Potters, for i i -M Mnﬁ)m:
screen time are some of the reasons that contribute to obe- Imm;mrﬂmmm nLht ;hm she not mly said yes ::: Who wnm p«::ln whao first began : e, fr a I ‘.:ﬂm:dm , 1 5
. As people travel more i i . two also that it was regularly ki in Dularts v 7 How from enamel wear 1o the lﬂ n reconstructing ancient
i.l‘gu:i- changcwu‘lk lc?o nm"lo make nvehicles, other ed thm lmu-luk Soadosadinnerls  homeina remote vil inJharkhand!  did it then become an int part of constant exp 10 abra-
le vulnerable to obesi than  Extremely intrigued, | asked how this  its local cuisine? This is food lore worth sive clay particles. Similarly,  Thestudy of dental patholo-
Ptop “‘ i lo ¥ ty. M m:hmmnrmu/puupmm.um came to be. Her answer was even more lmmmwnwﬂlnnhhrm lmtlc vmrlncrs who used  gies offers a fresh perspective
al fogre ter c CED Alarming dosasare itewith  surprising, She said it was y othercap g their d on labour or jon in an-
Sl NuMbers ulate threads, exhibited high cient societies. It challenges
cancer; these conditions also affect warent rates of alveolar bonlc lu;n :hmml : of
medical LETTERS TO THE EDITOR and dental abscesses, Leat wletal remaing and expands

spending, eventually taking a toll  JENFEIEIRINT]
on the economy. Itis estimated that
obesity-related health issues will
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plans that also
focuson
children,
adolescents

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Y prov
lem and nominated 10 prominent
personalities from different fiekds
to spread awareness about the threat posed by obesity,
Consumption of oil is a major factor. The Prime Minister
has cnllcd for a 10 per cent rvducmm in oookm; oil con-
The | edible

kg per person, while the WHO recommended limit is 12 kg,
Obesity should be dealt with as a major public health issue
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THE RISE OF EU-INDIA
DIGITAL COOPERATION

The EU and India are strengthening ties in digital
governance, Al and semiconductor resilience

KUMARDEEP BANERJEEE

ven as President Trump of the USA was busy being the world's
most popular content creator, the global forces were turning the
gears of a strategic realignment. After the televised, admonish-
ment of Ukrainian President Zelensky by US President Trump and his
VP JD Vance, the former was seen with several leaders of the European
Union. As the case may be European leaders didn't have much to offer
to Ukraine, except a subtle message to make peace with the US
President. It may be a matter of time, before, Ukrainian President
Zelensky has to evacuate his bunker office in Kyiv and perhaps make
way for a more, current US head of state worldview representative.
The message for the world was clear, the US would no longer be happy
1o bankroll, what it considers vague political narratives, potentially con-
sidered to be the hallmark of a free liberal world order.
This world order, incidentally a post-World War creation, by the US,
ensured free fair open markets, meant for the prosperity of all. What
this free world order has achieved in the past many decades can be
debated, however, it has ensured the US retains its supremacy in the
economic prosperity index and so have many of the aligned nations
including India (since the 1990s). Just before the US and Ukraine vis-
ible splat, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen led
 large delegation of senior ministers to Dethi to re-establish the high-
level EU India Trade and Technology Council conversations. Given the
current geo-political landscape, one of the major focus areas was Digital
Economy and Governance.
The European Union (EU) and India reaffirmed their commitment to
ing digital i ising shared values through their
Working Group 1 on Strategic Technologies, Digital Governance, and
Digital Connectivity. Both sides pledged to accelerate human-centric

semi-

conductors, High-Performance Computing and 6G, to benefit both
economies and societies. The two parties agreed to enhance research
and innovation to improve competitiveness and economic security while
promoting a cyber-secure global digital ecosystem. They also stressed
the importance of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in fostering inclu-
sive digital economies. Both sides committed to ensuring interoper-
ability between their respective DPYs, safeguarding human rights, and
protecting personal data and intellectual property. They also discussed
mutual recognition of e-signatures to facilitate cross-border digital trans-
actions.
On semiconductor collaboration, the EU and India focused on strength-
ening the resilience of supply chains and expanding joint research in
areas such as chip design and sustainable technologies.
The two sides underscored their shared commitment to the respon-
sible development of Al agreeing to further cooperation through joint
projects and the development of frameworks for ethical Al They also
plan to enhance cooperation on large language models and Al appli-
cations in sectors like climate change and bioinformatics. They also
committed to implementing the Global Digital Compact, which was
endorsed at the UN General Assembly in September 2024, and ensur-
ing continued global support for multi-stakeholder internet governance
at the upcoming World Summit on Information Society +20. It may
be the right click for both the EU and India. The EU and India are seiz-
ing the opportunity to strengthen their digital and technological ties.
Their renewed partnership signals a commitment to fostering a resient,
secure, and inclusive digital future, underpinned by shared values and
mutual economic interests. As old aliances shift, new partnerships
may define the contours of the evolving world order.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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Namaste at Oscars:
Indian cinema has arriv

Indian storytelling captivates and inspire audiences worldwide. With the right
strategy, this moment can shape the future of Indian cinema

he Namaste at the Oscars 2025
has reinforced the idea of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: “The
world is one family," a vision
that transcends borders yet
thrives on respect, mutual interdepen-
dence and a shared spirit of creativity. This
symbolic gesture was not merely a greet-
ing but a powerful moment of inclusivi-
ty, reflecting cinema’s unique ability to
bring together artists, audiences and cre-
ators from across the globe.
This moment at the Academy Awards
highlights how soft power is no longer
confined to diplomacy alone; it now per-
meates events, institutions, and cultural
exchanges. Cinema, often regarded as the
perfect brand platform for fostering rela-
tionships, stood at the centre of this phe-
nomenon.
The Namaste was a gateway, introducing
the legacy of Indian storytelling to a
diverse global audience and rcin?on;ing
the deep cultural interconnect between
nations through the lens of cinema.
Beyond its immediate impact, this gesture
has set the stage for the future of the
Oscars and similar global platforms.
It paves the way for cultural ethos to play
a larger role in how nations and their cre-
ative industries collaborate and connect.
A simple, well-timed Namaste has given C!
Incredible India a renewed global identi-
ty, transforming its participation in world
cinema from occasional recognition to
strategic influence.
Conan O'Brien’s decision to open the
Oscars with Namaste was not accidental.
It was a statement, an acknowledgement
that Indian cinema is no longer at the
periphery of global storytelling. This was
not a token mention of India, nor was it
a cursory reference to its billion-strong
audience.
This was a recognition of India's growing
cinematic legacy and influence. India
has long been part of Oscar history, but
often through an external gaze. Films like
Gandhi (1982) won big, Lagaan (2001)
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came close, and Slumdog
Millionaire (2008) swept the
Academy Awards, yet these nar-
ratives were largely shaped by
Western filmmakers. The para-
diﬁm began to shift with R (2022),
which not only won an Oscar for
Naatu Naatu but also forced glob-
al audiences to acknowledge the
umpnluyﬂic. high-energy story-
telling of Indian filmmakers.
This shift was further cemented
when Payal Kapadia's All We
Imagine as Light (2024) won the
Grand Prix at Cannes, a rare hon-
our for Indian cinema. Films like
Chaitanya Tamhane's The
Disciple (2020), Rima Das’s
Villnfr Rockstars (2017), and
Nandita Das’s Manto (2018) have
been steadily breaking barriers,
rmving that Indian cinema is no
onger defined by stereotypes but
by diverse, powerful narratives.
‘l'¥\c power of this Namaste must
be harnessed beyond the Oscars.
As India gears up for Cannes
2025, this moment should serve
as a launching pad for stronger
positioning. India’s representation
at global film festivals must be
strategic; ensuring that films sent
to these platforms reflect the
epth, diversity, and dynamism of
Indian storytelling.
The Cannes Film Festival has
already been a crucial stepping
stone for Indian cinema. From
Neecha Nagar (1946) winning the
Palme d'Or to Masaan (2015)
winning the Un Certain Regard
rize, India’s legacy at Cannes has
een long-standing. However,
now is the time to transition from
isolated wins to sustained influ-
ence.
The government and industry
slmktﬁuldcrs must work together
to ensure that Indian cinema is

not just participating but active-
ly shaping the conversation. One
powerful example of how such
moments create ripples is Life of
Pi(2012). When director Ang Lee
won the Oscar for Best Director,
he greeted the audience with a
Namaste, acknowledging the deep
Indian cultural influence on the
film.

That moment reinforced India's
storytelling traditions, but the
Namaste at the Oscars 2025 is
even more significant; it wasn't
just about one film, it was about
the entire Indian cinematic move-
ment,

India must now leverage this
momentum through platforms
like WAVES, the country’s film
export initiative. WAVES has the
potential to push Indian cinema
into untapped markets, ensuring
that films from independent,
regional, and mainstream creators
reach wider international audi-
ences.

By riding the wave of this
Namaste moment, WAVES can
position Indian cinema not just as
entertainment, but as a formida-
ble cultural force. Strategic collab-
orations, international distribu-
tion networks, and dedicated
Oscar campaigns must now be
part of the plan,

1f South Korea could orchestrate
a global push for Parasite (2019),
resulting in its historic Oscar
win, India must now do the
same, systematically pushing its
best films into the international
awards circuit.

This is not just about recognition;
it's about claiming a rightful place
in world cinema. The Namaste at
the Oscars 2025 should serve as
a wake-up call, a reminder that
Indian cinema has evolved from

d B

CHAITANYA K PRASAD

a land of fantasy to a nation of
action. It is no longer a question
of whether Indian films will win
the Oscar; it is now a matter of
when and how often. India is no
longer a guest at the global film
table-it is a host, a creator, and an
influencer.

The Namaste was not just a greet-
ing; it was an invitation for the
world to recognise Indian cine-
ma’s true potential. The time to
capitalise on this moment is now.
With the right vision and action,
this could be the defining decade
when Indian cinema not only par-
ticipates in global storytelling

but leads it.
The world has acknowledged
India. Now, Indian cinema must
ensure that every frame, every
story, and every festival presence
echoes the power of that Namaste.
The Namaste at the Oscars 2025
was more than a greeting-it was
a defining moment for Indian
cinema on the global stage. It
symbolised Indias growing influ-
ence in storytelling, marking a
shift from sporadic recognition to
strategic presence. To sustain this

momentum,
India must leverage platforms
like WAVES, push for global col-
laborations, and ensure strong
representation at festivals. The
world has acknowledged India's
cinematic potential; now, it is time
for Indian cinema to lead. With
the rlﬁhl slnlc7y. this moment
can shape the future, ensuring
that Indian storytelling continues
to captivate and inspire audiences

worldwide.

(The writer is former civil ser-
vant writes on cinema and
strategic communication. Inputs
provided by Zoya Ahmad and
Vaishnavi Srinivasan)

Ganges dolphin resurfaces in Charikadia river after 25 years

The conservation of the Gangetic dolphin is not just about protecting a single species; it is intrinsically linked to keeping the Ganga clean

e recent sighting of the
endangered Ganges dol-
phin (Platanista ganget-

ica) in Assam's Charikadia
River at Dhakuakhana,
Lakhimpur district, has
sparked immense interest.
Locally known as Sihu, this
marks the first recorded pres-
ence of the species in the river
since 1998, ending a 25-year
absence. The prolonged disap-
pearance of the Ganges dol
hin from this waterway had
fueled concerns over its dwin-
dling numbers and possible
extinction.
The disappearance of the
ies from the Charikadia
iver has been attributed to
several factors, induding hunt-
ing, habitat destruction, and
depletion of food sources.
Historically, Ganges dolphins
thrived across major river sys

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH

tems in India, Nepal, and
Bangladesh, including the
Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna
and Karnaphuli-Sangu river
systems. However, their pop-
ulation has now become frag-
mented, with significant num-
bers surviving only in isolated
sections of these river sys-
tems. The Ganges dolphin is a
unique freshwater species that
is functionally blind and relies

on echolocation to hunt.  on dolphin behavior, survival,
Despite its remarkable adapta- ~ and threats.
tions, the species faces severe  [talso provides training to fish-

threats, primarily due to habi-
tat degradation from large-
scnlr:cgcvtlnpmcm projects,
including dam construction,
drainage works, and embank-
ments.

Pollution further exacerbates
the risks to their survival
Recognizing the urgent need
for conservation, India has
taken steps to protect the
Ganges dolphin, The National
Dolphin Research Centre
(NDRC), the country’s first
dedicated research facility for
this species, was inaugurated
on March 4, 2024, in Patna,
Bihar. Located on the Patna
University campus, near the
Ganges River, the center spans
4400 square meters and aims
to conduct in-depth research

ermen, equipping them with
conservation techniques to
protect dolphins during fish-
ing activities Despite conserva-
tion efforts, human infrastruc-
ture projects continue to pose
significant s. The col-
lapse of a four-lane brids

under construction over the
Ganga River at Sultanganj-
Agwani in Bihar for the third
time has drawn attention to the
environmental impact of such
developments. In 1990, the
Bihar government declared a
60-km stretch of the Ganga
River from Sultanganj to
Kahalgaon as the Vikramshila
Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary,
aiming to protect the species
while pmum\inE eco-tourism.
Recognizing the ecological

significance of the Ganges
in, the Government of
India designated it as the
national aquatic animal in
October 2009 during the inau-
gural meeting of the National
Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA), chaired by then-
Minister
Manmohan Singh.

The Vikramshila Gangetic
Dolphin Sanctuary currently
ximately 250 dol-
Ehi s, frequently observed
n Shankar Talkies and

dolj

Prime

hosts apy

Dr.  altering water flow

.

conservationists emphasize that
illegal sand mining must be
curbed to ensure its survival,
Large-scale sand extraction
disrupts river ecosystems by

and destroy-
ing the dolphins’ habitat and
food sources, such as small fish,
Mechanized sand mining fur-
ther exacerbates environmen-
tal damage, creating deep
trenches that negatively impact

river health. Experts warn that
unless illegal activities are con-
trolled, the already fragile dol-
phin population will continue
to decline. On a more opti-
mistic note, Union Water
Resources Minister CR. Patil
has stated that the Namami

ary within the Chambal
Sanctuary to bolster conserva-
tion efforts.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's launch of
Project Dolphin has signifi-
cantly increased public aware-
ness of the species, This initia-
tive strengthens conservation

while p '
the ecological health of the
Ganga River. Further empha-

e i Gange M large-scale

— initiative simed at rejuvenating

Manik Sarkar Ghat While gov-  the Ganga-has contributed toa
ernment agencies have made  rise in the dolphin popul.

efforts to protect the species, Experts view this as an encour-

aging sign of improving envi-
ronmental  conditions.
According to the Wildlife
Institute of India, approxi-
mately 4,000 (Zanq:-‘lk dol-
phins’ currently inhabit the
Ganga and its tributaries, with
nearly 2,000 residing in Uttar
Pradesh alone. In response, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
introduced a tourism policy
designating a dolphin sanctu-

sizing its ¢ to pro-
tecting the species, the
Standing Committee of the
National Board for Wildlife
has dn:lirmttd October 5 as
Nati Dolphin Day. With
increasing awareness and con-
servation initiatives, there is
renewed hope that these
remarkable creatures will con-
tinue to thrive in their natur-
al habitat.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

A game changer

The strengthening of EU-India ties offers a promising path

towards stability, prosperity and technological advancement

ing a new chapter in their strategic relationship. In the wake of global disruptions,

'|‘ﬂa European Union's outreach to India has gained significant momentum, mark-
i

including the shifting stance of the United States under Donald Trump-characterised
by tariffs, the withdrawal of support for Ukraine, and disengagement from Gaza-the strength-
ening of EU-India ties emerges as a stabilising force In global geopolitics. European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen's recent visit to India underscores the EU's
commitment to deepening ties with New Delhi. Meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Hyderabad House, von der Leyen expressed the EU's high regard for India as a part-
ner. She emphasised that as the two enter the third decade of their strategic partner-
ship, “the best is yet to come.” This sentiment reflects the EU's vision of India as a key
player in shaping global economic and political landscapes. A focal point of their dis-

cussions was the India-Middle Ea:

EU lead the global transition to

cooperation

st-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), a crucial initfa-
tive aimed at boosting connectivity, trade and energy

Given the evolving geopolitical dynamics, this corri-
dor could serve as a counterbalance to China's Belt
and Road Initiative, ensuring a more diversified and
resilient global supply chain. A significant highlight of
the India-EU partnership is its deepening engagement
in digital and technological arenas. With India emerg-
ing as a technological powerhouse and the EU striv-
Ing for digital sovereignty, collaboration in these areas
can create a formidable synergy. The EU's focus on
clean energy aligns with India’s ambitious renewable
energy goals. Such initiatives can help India and the
wards a sustainable future. Beyond technology and ener-

gy, trade remains a cornerstone of EU-India ties. Both sides are actively negotiating a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that could unlock significant economic potential. The EU
I8 India's second-largest trading partner and a comprehensive trade agreement would
not only boost exports but also enhance supply chain resilience, particularly in a world
grappling with economic volatiity. With Trump's protectionist policies disrupting glob-
al trade, an EU-India trade pact could serve as a counterweight, ensuring that both
economies remain competitive and open to global commerce. The collaboration on sup-
ply chain resilience will also be crucial in mitigating risks assoclated with overdepen-
dence on specific markets. With Trump's policies creating uncertainty in trans-Atlantic
relations and global trade, the EU's pivot towards India reflects a strategic recalibration.
The EU recognises India's growing role as a stabilising force in global affairs-both as a
democratic counterweight to authoritarian regimes and as a cruclal player in maintain-
Ing a rules-based international order. The EU-India partnership stands at a defining moment.
With digital collaboration, green energy initiatives, and robust trade negotiations at the
forefront, this relationship could reshape global economic and political alignments

CTALK

An Indlan myra perchis on a red silk-ootton tree (Bombiae oaiba), i Nadia

When no solution 1s
the only solution

Whether due to ego or rivalry, certain disputes become intractable, spanning
generations. The irony is that winning does not always make one a winner

ne of the bigger
challenges in life is
to find an answer
1o a question deal
ing with life itself.
The glib belief Is that every
problem has a solution. A wise-
crack has rightly commented
that every problem has a solu
tion but the solution creates a
problem of its own. If it were a
simple, straightforward dimen-
ston, such as that, there would
be nothing to worry about
because png)lmu and solutions
would be in a dyadic relation
ship.
The problem arises when a
problem is not solvable because
two sides want a solution on
their terms or indeed have no
solution at all. This need not
necessarily be an act of mis-
chief, but it may be a simple
case of jealousy/envy or indeed
a bitter competitiveness that
brooks no solution at all, The
first exposure to such an
intractable jungle-like situa
tion today is that the two par-
ties concerned themselves do
not see a solution worth pursu-
ing. This may be because of
many reasons, one of them
being that the person con
cerned may genuinely believe
he has an upper hand and that
he is not going to lose that
advantage. Very often, this gets
intertwined with ego, worth, or
dislike.
If there are stakeholders
beyond this, of a vnncl?' which
see an advantage in the con
tending parties being main-
tained as contending parties, or
there Is a personal dislike
between the two people con
cerned, then also a solution
becomes well-nigh impossible.
Thus, it Is that certain problems
have subsisted beyond genera-
tions and led to devastatin,
wars which ultimately wipe:
out both parties, and there
was nothing for the winner to
take away at all.
T'he story of the Mahabharata
isa |cllln{: story of the winners
ultimately huvinﬁ nothing to
ain, at least for the generation
n pln{’ In more recent times,
Waorld War 1 and World War 11
did not produce any obvious
winners, and the world went

back to a full circle. The bet

ter-known cases of history
have similar dots on a less

er scale and indeed, this
can be true also in personal
lives.

The long and short of it is,
it takes more than a ‘win' to
become a winner. At a differ

ent scale altogether, person

al dislikes and prejudices
can be so large that one
adopts an attitude where
one concludes that, irre

spective of the nuances, one
will simply not work towards
a solution, Here again, the
resolution of the conflict
becomes difficult, Hence, it
is a fortunate situation where
both sides want a situation of
solution and therefore are
open to it. This is so often a
given in this set of circum

stances that to pray for it
would be to hope for the
near impossible.

To expect divine grace to
sort out the situation may be
the only route forward,
Other factors prevent a
meaningful resolution of a
conflict, one being a gender
dimension and another as
sibling rivalry. Be that as it

THUS, IT IS THAT
CERTAIN PROBLEMS
HAVE SUBSISTED

may, it Is necessary o recog.

nise that no conflict can be
eternal either. While it s true
that generations have trans

ferred the conflict from one
to another, the nature of the
conflict itself became an
impediment to solutions,
and if nothing else, the ego
factor may become a prima

ry determinant of the way
forward,

Under such circumstances,

GEVOND S geiescind ol
GENERATIONS :hu:'l‘h:: nnn'lur;;,nl" the solu
lor Is feasible,

AND LED TO ::I\d‘tul:nu -:Tul:ir; l‘:l lnﬂd

| 0] cause of
:hgtlr‘ |:w‘:\“n::d\ u:d :Iun
ULTIMATELY  find arguments to sustain
WIPED OUT BOTH  their Il‘"“““rl“ In nuu:y
cases, logic ves way 1o
PARTIES AND l:‘mpklc lvlf‘;vﬂulu{l an«: a ‘)""I‘J

I solutic hol

THERE WAS o/t aperatianaly power
NOTHING FOR THE ful. The npcrmmnull{ pow
erful impose their solution,

WINNER and the predictable hap

TO TAKE AWAY ’I";\T!"I‘nrnl ':nlullun is ':ub

{ by 1 ty whos
AT ALL ;;:'nlt nc’cd :orn:«{vunug:

VINAYSHIL
GAUTAM

flowing out of the conflict
was not met, Under such cir
cumstances, it may be use
ful to suspend the conflict
and learn to live with it
rather than solve the prob-
lem. Avolding a problem or
indeed learning to live with
it may at times be a solution,
This can follow many routes
including not letting the
problem escalate,
The enigmatic context is
that very often, as the needs
of the combatants change,
the search for solutions also
becomes elusive, This is
because one has no use for
“the solutions”,
The times have changed,
and the solutions are passive
because there is nothing left
to enjoy in becoming a win
ner. It is therefore important
to realise, in many cases, that
a solution is only a solution
if it makes winners of all
concerned. However, that
may be another matter alto-
gether.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute, The
views expressed are
personal)

A parent’s reflection on society

and the next generation

I was raised with the values of respect, resilience and financial prudence principles.

SANJAY CHANDRA

yet, | sometimes wonder if these values still carry the same significance

family 66 years back, less

than 12 years after inde
pendence. My father was an
engineer In a state govern
ment department. 1 came
across my mother’s diary a
few years back. She had spent
her life painstakingly balanc
inga low government income
against the rising expenses of
bringing up three children,
My parents inculcated in us
the value of money.
Another value that was deeply
ingrained into our psyche by
them was to respect everyone,
1 was taught that relationships
were more important. A look
of reproach from my mother
was enough for me to realise
my mistake if 1 was disre
spectful,
This is what I tried to pass on
to my children, 1 often look at
them with pride. Having lived
a better part of my life trying
0 hold on to these values, |
now find myself at crossroads,
Rapid urbanisation has result
od In concentration of bigger

opulation in apartments,
fechnology has evolved like

never before to provide faster
maodes of communication,
Society WhatsApp group is
unfortunately used by a few
people at the expense of har

Iw.n born in a middle-class

monious relationships.
Recently, 1 found myself at the
receiving end of a vitriolic dia
tribe. My fault was that I had
taken the initiative of organ-
Ising a cultural and lterature
festival.
I sincerely believe that our
youngsters need mare expo
sure to the arts to navigate an
increasingly fast-paced and
more stressful world than
what we grew up in, The lan-
guage used by a few of these
persons, who have clalmed to
e my good friends and
neighbours over the past eight
cars, Jeft me nonplussed at
Knl and painfully hurt at
worst. It should not have sur-
ﬁrh«! me, These very people
ave been habitually doing
the same followed by profuse
apologles as it suits them, It
just seems expedient to them
in the murky world of society

politics, It does not matter o
them If their actions are
derogatory.

The condominium seems to
be mirroring the happenings
beyond the residential com-
plex. Lam left wondering that
politics and religion, the two
factors that should create a
unified socety, are used to
divide.

It is at times like these that 1
start doubting the values
inculcated by my parents,
and that in turn, I expect my
children to follow. I talked to
many other residents working
with me for the festival. They
were also indignant and sad
about the way things were
turning out to be.

They had their own stores to
narrate. One lady was rudely
told to curb her flair for tak
ing good Initiative, Another
lady was left with only four

other friends when it was time
1o pitch in. The majority suf-
fers in silence at the hands of
the minority. It made me
rethink if our parents were
wrong in turning us what
many may call timid to suf-
fer mental anguish. 1 also
debated if we passed the right
values to our children.
We were unanimous in our
shared belief. | derived
strength as [ looked around,
and talked to these parents,
many of whom were younger.
We have been right in teach
ing our children to be better
humans,
Our children are better than
us. They are putting the same
technology to better use. #Me
Too, Girls” Right to Education,
Lets Talk, Good Touch Bad
Touch are only a few of the
initiatives that they are pur
suing with single-minded
devotion to make this a bet
ter workd. [am confident that
they will set better examples
for the next generations to
raise thelr voices and not
sutfer in silence against the
bullies
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts class
s in creative writing: views
are personal)
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BLUE ECONOMY NEEDS PROTECTION
Madam — Kudos for ‘Balancing growth
and conservation’ (March 6) for high-
lighting the most sensitive Issue of con
servation at Keralas Quilon fish bank.
This is only one of the several aspects of
conservation, and its ignorance has a
massive, devastating effect on the blue
economy and fishing community. Fifty-
six percent of our coastal population s
directly and indirectly dependent on the
blue economy. The conservation aspect
of sustainable growth and development
has long been ignored by the policymak-
ers. The political ecosystem Is insensitive
to conservation. In fact, extensive conser-
vatlon projects need to be concelved and
implemented on all river fronts, partic-
ularly in the hilly areas, In the absence of
geological studies and research and con
servation, mass destruction of life and
property in hills is caused by torrential
rains and floods,
Several rivers are disappearing fast, caus-
ing mass annihilation of flora and fauna
as well as cultivation, The Geological
Survey of India should carry out wide
ranging and widespread surveys and
research in hills, riverbeds, and coastal
reglons to ascertain and fetch fresh data.
The Archacological Survey of India
should engage conservation architects for
carrying out conservation of excavation
sites, historic places and buildings,
ancient temples, river fronts, and coastal
reglons, Against all beliefs and percep
tions, the conservation projects are
potential employers and sources of rev-
enue, Unfortunately, our engineering
colleges are producing fewer conservation
architects, Urban development Is incom
plete without conservation. Oceanic
studies and research institutions should
be established in all potential regions for
ble growth and develop 3
Vinod Johrl | Delhi

US IMPOSES HEAVY TARIFF

Madam-— US President Trump launched
trade war against America’s three biggest
trade partners, drawing immediate retal

PM Modi inaug

Narendra Modi and the inaugu-
ration of Vantara - Wildlife
Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre in

Thc recent visit by Prime Minister

Gujarat's ) gar has hit the b

urates Vantara

rehabilitation centre. The world class
rehabilitation centre is equipped with
modern veterinary technology, includ-
ing ICU, MRI, CT scan, X-ray, dialysis,
ultrasound and endoscopy units,
besides research institutions and aca-
demic hubs,
Vantara which received the presti-
ous ‘Prani Mitra’ national award
ocusses on rescue, rehabilitation and
rmlcmuu of animals globally, The
facility has lhm:gh its various opera-
tions rescued abused, Injured and
d animals from different

with heart warming pictures of the PM
spending happy moments with the ani-
mals there. Spread over 3,000 acres,
Vantara- a brain child of Anant Ambani
of the Rellance group Is all set to
become the wnrls': largest zoo and

fation from Mexico, Canada and China,
Trumpls government has imposed 25 per
cent taritfs on Mexican and Canadian
imports though Trump limited the levy
to 10 per cent on Canadian cnrrgj' He
also doubled the tariffs he slapped last
month on Chinese products to 20 per
cent. China mahuml with tariffs of upto
15 per cent on a wide array of US farm
exports. It has also expanded the num
ber of US companies subject to export
controls and ul{:tr restrictions by about
two dozens, Canadian PM has said that
his country would plaster tariffs on
mare than 100 billion dallars of American
oods over the course of 21 days.
lexican President has sald that Mexico
would respond to the new taxes with its
own retallatory tariffs. Trump has said
that tariffs are intended to address drug
trafficking and illegal immigration, He
has also nnmunutﬁ that the tariffs will
come down only if the US trade deficit
narrows. China r\n filed complaint with
the WTO against US in response to
Trump's tarifl hikes on Chinese goods,
Canada also had initiated disruptive

parts of the globe, The rehabilitation
center has been designed to recreate a
natural and nurturing environment
akin to the lush habitats from which the
rescued animals hail from.

M Pradyu | Kamnur

proceedings against US at the WTO on
the additional tariffs, Trump’s new tariff
Imposition will certainly rattle financial
markets, ralsing concern about renewal
inflation and business uncertainty in US
and abroad,

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelvell

CONG LEADER COURTS CONTROVERSY
Madam — Congress spokesperson
Sharma Mohamed stirred controversy
calling Rohit Sharma “fat for a sportsman”
and 5“ “most unimpressive” captain
India has had. Congress is already losing
deposits and the recent debacle at Delhi
elections proved their worth and the high
command must have decent control
over the cadres by teaching them how to
talk on a public platform. In a historic
achievement, India captain Rohit has
become the first captain to lead his team
to the final in all four major Men's 1ICC
tournaments.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennal
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Delimitation row: Focus
on population goals too

he demand made by an all-party meeting the Tamil Nadu govern-

'ment had called on Wednesday of a status quo on the distribution

of Lok Sabha seats to states based on the 1971 census for the next 30
nxs calls for debating the relationship between delimitation and

natiol gonls with mlpect to yopulxnon control. The meeting also asked
the Union go to the Constitution this

the n exercise would be based on
dnmdenvedtmmthecensuuheldshermmmﬂl!hedﬂmndo!me
‘Tamil Nadu parties is to be fulfilled, it will be based on 1971 data; which
meannhemdauwmﬂd (hen £o on and umaln in effect for B85 years. It
may be to freeze th mnat‘m'zsyears
on the 1971 census was ukan in 1976 and extended later in 2001 as a “moti-
vational measure to enu.ble state governments to pursue the agenda for
poj tion stabilisation'

critical question the country must ponder while taking up the tmm

of delimitation is and the issues.
fact is that while several states have gone far in their efforts and mp all per-
formance charts based on human development indices, some keep “j

The cumuhuvue&lu.l( isa blg dlsparl!t‘) ln q

Equally Is ity of life —
bringing the focus rapid progress in their HDI indices md vice-
back on rolling out Versa. Now, ironically, successful states will
a national h:\'fa lesserrd.sayllln d.eﬁm) ng nap:g.ar:ak]. while
the will enjoy more 1 power.
that ' The Cor that the number of

seats in the Lok Sabha be decided “in such man-
ner that the ratio between that number and the
population of the state is, so far as practicable,
the same for all states”. It is very natural that
there will be an unacceptable anomaly in that
ratio when th figure is frozen on the
1971 data when the states show huge disparities
in their rate of population growth.

‘These two issues must be addressed in tandem if the solution to this dif-
ficult situation is to be found in the spirit of democracy. Population growth
is a product of a range of factors including health, education, cultural back-
ground and historical trends. Of them, governments can make a direct
intervention in education and health which can have an

can help the poor
performers control

their population
growth. It will not
bea

Shoring up India’s flagging
growtlr Key govt challenge

impact. A piece of data will illustrate this better — female literacy in
Rajasthan, which has registered a high rate of population growth over the
last 50 years, is 52 per cent while in il Nadu it's 73.

But leaders may yet reach a consensus on arriving at a formula for seat
e’l's.gl:lﬂm which fnmurs in the surge in pupulation without asking thnse
Equally important is brmgtng the focus back on mlllng out & natio;

gramme that can help the poor performers control their ulatlan
grnwth It wnll lwt be a Hen:u)ean task since we have successful model
within the country itself. A time-bound result-oriented plan for major gov-

ernmental intervention in health and education would be a reasonable
first step.

RBI cautious amid uncertainties

he Reserve Bank of India’s announcement to inject nearly €1.9 lakh
crore cash into the banking system in March, in addition to 21.7 lakh
cmms !hat u mhmed in February as Jmn of its llquldny en)mncmg

about glol
By the eud o( e'very year, n l\quidlw
crunch in view of the advance pa nt of taxes by col nies and banks
racing to meet their annual lending targets. While the RBI injected 21.9
lakh crores through open market jons and
forex swaps last March, too, this year's infusion

These measures

whhsmhtml.i!shnl
low, growth strategy,

ing resources
unemhing new fiscal
resources.

Going forward, non-tax
revenue must expand sig-

small holpnals to mulu»

trum of social welfare. It is
an aberration of the Indian
institutional system that
the Union government
plays a large a role in these
sectors. The Constitution

that the states,

.mnmpdmmmmh.
ar cheap

and not the Union govern-
ment, are for

[Mi‘(.lanmlymsupdale)
estimates an

in India this tbﬂ.l at 65
Reuired growth Jate o

jul ral

ar;qmn 7.7 per cent during
the final quarter, on the
back of growth of 7.3

u\dwatersuppld) ¢ for small
customers and farmers
and the glass of freebies is
over full.

fastest

Si m!he Union

ince govern-
ment is ﬂsmlly dominant
in India, it has traditional-
ly gone well beyond its
core sovere]

defence, d nscnl

via
prive nununn of govern-

cnl for st
efficiency wil.hnhﬁhlch

security, mguhlmg Ml
work services, se

at 5.2 per cent. The dlssa!

if any, is versus
India's wvm ta'm
ulnues mﬁl have to be

onl) wuy Lhe @wrnmem

Congratulations to the Men
in Blue, especially the
chase master, Virat Kohli,
who stitched vital partner-
ships with Shreyas lyer,
Axer Patel and KL Rahul to
take Team India to the
Champions Trophy final.
Credit should also go to
our bowlers, who, after
their initial inability to hait
Head, were able to restrict
the Australian total to 264.
Ironically, Rohit Sharma,
after the initial burst, threw
away his wicket to put
pressure on our middle
order batsmen, who came
to the party at Dubai in
chasing a tricky target.

N. Mahadevan

Chennai

appears extraordinary as it has come merely a ment companies, sale of qlnr!d duty on imports that the exporting
will provide extra ...}, afrer it injected 1.7 lakh crores in view vernment assets and the  doles are conceived and environmental remlln ;m countries levy on goods from
liquidity in  of tighter liquidity in the system. government’s wel-  transfe Forensic  national sta and I dd'h:il affact every country with
anticipation of tight These measures are expected to provide addi- schemes cut tosize, at  auditing  of  welfare management of major NJBI '-h! 45 per cent tar-  which the US trades, both as a goods
conditions towards tional liquidity in anticipation of tight financial the risk schemes can determine minerals. for 200526 and importer and exporter. With the US
the end of the conditions towards the end of the fiscal year. voter bases. Caonsider that  which schemes It is also mle that state four percent of GDP  increasingly cutting itself off from
Tax outflows and banks’ efforts to meet lending US President Donald sary to keep the bottom 10 governments, in general,  assured by 2026 it has heightened the prospect
fiscal. Tax outflows targets had raised concerns over a liguidity Trump can unleash the per cent by income, e  have not been efficient at  reaffirm of r inflation, & rise in interest
and banks’ efforts crunch, prompting the RBI to step in. The cen- ravages of DOGE to the poverty line, and taxcollectionorin - respansibility. rates, and higher capital outflows from
to meet lending !ra! bank stated that it would “continue to mon- streamline gm‘emmem devise a ing capital 3 emerging countries such as
targets had raised lmr evolvlng liquldit) and market implementation strategy clently. Examples abound  reserve to India. However, the massive global dis-
measures as appropriate to ensure hecmmhehus)\ﬂ nmur to weed ocut beneficiaries of their inefficiency. nty: Shun ruption unfolds now is an oppor-
concems... arderly llquidlty conditions”. year term. This is a diffi- they become better off. hvp«mx collections  temptation to leverage t for India to establish
coording to analysts, the dual moves will cult option for any govern- & backstop strate-  are one of com- public resources via bor itself as a reliable global trade partner
result in an excess )lquidhr ol(l .2 lakh crores by the end of March, unless ment which hopes to gy for the next 20 per cent  parators even if property rowing. Favour conserva:  with a focus on encouraging exporters
the RBI intervenes in the forex market by defending rupee by selling the remain in power over who have from ces have soared. They P if kets
US dollars. Apart from addressing the liquidity concerns, these measures decades. pwen'i is necessary to ive not made M. Jeyaram
will also suj the economic system from the impact of the global mone- To be fair, Prime stop them from being astate subject — global  deal with implementation Sholavandan
m%l Mmlsmer Modi’s govern- sucked back  again. ly competitive nor do they  inefficiencies, identified
governor San;ny 1h also the of new nt has harnessed tax Families relapse into tax income from agricul- by digital monitoring.
uidity Covemmho (LCR) and project financing norms year, m‘enue well. But it isalso  poverty quite often. ture. Most states are Bravado, like assuming HEINM Acr
erring them to 31, 2026. Without the postponement, banks would super-efficient at handing  sudden loss of a job (India  unable to get their electric- it on is under con-
have had to park 24 lakh crores into government bonds, severely restrict- out doles. A 2022 paper by has no unemployment distribution and water  trol today, is a f Words are not sufficient to condemn
ing their ability to lend corporates and individuals and creating an enor- Bhalla, Bhasin  and  benefits), or the wage earn-  supply utilities o meet al misstep. Foreign partfo-  the incident of kidnapping of a truck
mous liquidity crunch in the economy. Virmani credits them with  er falling seri y ill or their expel lio investors (FPIs) have  driver and conductor and the
reducing extreme y  his/her demise, or poor nnnnnive mn—lmed withdrawn about €3 tril  murder of one of them bg'nl&mm
to a marginal Jevel of one  leadership, within the charges. states have  lion fram the Indian stock  vigilantes in Palwal, Haryana, on sus-
per cent of the ition  family, results in inabil] been fiscally ble markets valued at about  picion of cow smuggling  This is the
at a poverty line of PPP  to keep kids in , Wmmm-mﬂ* €384 trillion, or 110 per  latest event in a series of well-arches-
JACoHR Coniecys $1.90 per day frui inlearn-  fiscally ru cent of GDP, ovulheplst trated attacks by anti-social hooligans
[PTTp— K. Sumiasxas ﬁurlﬂ m ing, well fed and benefit" pension six months, spooked by the mmmdnﬁ‘:s moral and cultural
Edfinw Printve & Putdisher mslas that based on a socialised. public rather than condnumg dollar and  vigilantes. What is disturbing is fact
R Maiax $2.15 per day poverty line, support systems range Wwith the fiscally susta inflation impact of glob that the trend fails to evoke strong
o i doss e i | st St cent were poor in  from direct cash grants, able “defined c:;:‘ibu mertal ty - sl’; = the The audaci
Chensal: SP 3 Develogped Ploe, Inusdrial s, Gusdy, Closid GO, Pacess: (044] 22254750 2021. There is no official ~ which kick in when ared  tion" pension 'mes  Prime Minister Modi's with which the tors committed
22254751 . i ee count of the poor in India, flag is raised, to communi-  implemented in 2004 The nature commitment in  the crime reve: ir scant regard for
g‘:‘::'&mz "sqn mll\;;l; ;‘z(l:&![ﬁ) Colomy Pust, Kunuansbeyam Village. after 2012, because the 2018ty mﬂ schemes wmnlt‘h g:mrmer 2014 was that hls \\wldbe the law coupled with intention to
o Picaw 3 census was g leadership im higher costs a “report communal harmony. As right-
Hyduraid 3, Swcic Dov R, S 50 03 Phce: D40 Z7R0S9304. Fu: 041 o thagm lic fi © on lﬁgm nt To sco Iy by the "
: Survey No. 1/3A Feach Rosd, Nose Kaliasogiel Rupewsy, Secton-9 MVP Coloery Doles reduce poverty !mumwvm\mg!hml- grades and avoid “under-  Albert Einstein: “The warld will not be
Visakhaguam - 53 017. Phones. (D601 25521332552134, Fiex (0891) 2755285 t prima-  lies when natural, medical h than build mar-  destroyed by those who do evil; but by
et et xS0 N Vs AT, Funi: (o ‘mechanism behind this ~ or persom.l disasters  comparators: GDP  gins into targets. We are  those who watch
Ve, o R 513125 Pl (I8K3) 2417206 2417618 ;?“"P drop in A o, el feemg dur e e !
Assuntagur: Thapovan Colony, Bargalon Byo-Piss Rosd. Arestapar 515004, Phones (18554) 276903, providing free food to 800 Deeentranud welfare ing the third quarter B.Suresh Kumar
Flec: 8554276004 million people, or more and management: A per-  (October-December) The writer is a former re
P T E s B, To St Tt 04, Chacmudguets Parchayet, Nefloes. than' half the population.  tinent issue is who <houd this fiscal, at 6.2 per cent, is IAS afficer, and a
Other measures include be the prime mover for higher than the averageof  governance and economic Mail your letters to
Ficaw special cash transfers for overseeing the broad spec-  the first two guarters. The expert com
? a 30-year-old ‘healtheare, education, Will  figure in personnel Iﬂl'lw with Das as a trusted
mwmm;ﬂdmnumm this duo prioritise tssues, or will the Despite its , so-called
tory lapses versus the bigger power struggies at  tug-of-war of Delhi dilute any believe the move uumumm
impact? Also, will leadership differ  ing in a macroeconomic expert with a
Dilip Cherw’m from their Women in are recard and Das’ lin-
IE 2 TWO WOMEN AT HELM — WHA often ring 1 co e guisticversatlty may also help navigate the
o W'tmdmhnmlmdyum ‘but politics 't als reward that. ﬁﬂmﬂmﬁan top. Some spec-
Dilli Ka Babu minster Rekbha Gugt now has LS off question two  ulate that this could dilute the finance ministry’s
MWMM-M women in charge bureau-  influence, sugpest that with Mr Das and
lah‘h])s cratic. i or will it reinforce Dr T.V. Somanathan — both
up in sty &willd!dtn them? in Delhi is as much about navi-  from the Tamil cadre — in tandem,
< ing questians about whether Sebi's cal and continue busi.  gating power strugeles as it s about policy. Gupta between the PMO and the bureau-
0W1ng e into the were truly ness as usual® and Teotia may set a new precedent — or they  cracy anly improve.
She called the baseless. smghdmhmibyhncmumm may find themselves the same old game, As for the PMO’s advisers, their role is unlikely
‘Then came political heat. The Congress  Delhi, where governance has often been a jnnwihw be there may be a realign-
00K at Buch! st st uome s gount e tae e e e ot e s - o
*  com under Sebi may now with a BJP “double- o be
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ccent student protests at a promi-

nent private university near Del-
i—sparked by the installation of
scanners and metal detectors deemed in-
trusive—have reignited a crucial debate
on the state of liberal education in India.

PANORAMA
India’s umversmes Liberalin label authorltarlan at heart

hbcmmn. 'l‘hzywcm not mcrcl) training
grounds for careers but sanctuaries for
self-discovery, debate, and the fearless
pursuit of truth. Thinkers like Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, India’s former president
and a renowned philosopher, echoed this
vision, describing universities as “nurser-

but how k is engaged with. Lib-
eral arts education is very different from
merely offering liberal nmpmmnmm

d o

itises reputation over uudem Wlh A
trulyliberal umvcmtymmu-immxn
sl

Atitscore, libx scritical
thinking, open inquiry, and the courage
10 challenge assumptions, Unfortunate-
Iy, many Indian universities branding
h lves as “liberal” und these

ity, king, and
nurture an mmnmml whcn- students

meamnymldulogue Yer, many. socalled

values curiosity, independ and the  that68% of students feel di i

COUrge to question ai 3 di i i 1l
Against this backd the t of admini i hacklach

Grants Ce ion's (UGC) proposal to The path forward requires reimagining

appoint non-academicians as vice chan-  universi for intell |

cellors adds another layer of lexi ation. Thisine) lising admin-

While strategic planning and corporate

can bring value, prioritising

istrative control, elwnunqdng student-led

L b4
While university administrations often  ies of youthful courage and excitement.”  principles through surveill rigid perficial brandi ffics aver intel | exploration  collab Universities must not be
Justify such measures as necessary for Ytt.lhermhyol Imnmmmuxhy norms, and the suppression of dissent. Thischalk i dia Even  risks mrnmg universities mm corporate viewed as fncmnc: roducing graduates
safety and dm:lphnt. they mk fonmng ideal. Bu- h dethetr d op obally di like Harvard amucs dless of b d, uni- butas htful
mistrust rote learning, and tial to a ly liberal envi-  have faced critici heir  versity | dershi ist uphold academi E;nhnl citizens, This \'Isnun, championed
freedom central toliberal education. This  a culture that discourages dissent have  ronment. Moreover, theassumption that - liberal ideals under external pressures, A freedom and eritical inquiry. Universities scholars and thinkers of the East and
incident nmcs hrmdcr nhoul stifled intel curiosity and critical  hiring faculty educatedat liberaluniversi-  recent viral video of a Harvard graduate  are not mevely institutions but spaces for  the West, remains within reach if univer-

the of ties |

thought, leaving littde room for the spirit

ties abroad will inherently help nurture a

criticising the nnlvcvsly Iur failing to up-
i the universal

dialogue, dissent, and intellectual growth,

sities are willing torise to the challenge. By

themselves as “liberal” and their nlngn of liberal education to thrive. liberal university onIndian  hold its For Indian universities 1o truly emhody embracing the true spirit of kiberal educa-
ment with the true essence of iberal ed The in India T tension between lofty ideals and practical  liberal ed bey d in curiosity, eritical inquiry,
cation—a philosophy that remainswidely  claiming to offer hbznl educationinitial-  For many higher institu- However, throughi y  superficial branding and embrace mean-  and intellectual freedom—Indian univer-
misunderstood in India, often reduced to  ly seemed promising, However, many of  tions, the term “liberal” serves more as  great educators and philosophers have ar-  ingful reform. Data from the All India ilulscm reclaim lhur role as nurseries of
a buzzword rather than embraced as a lhacmsunumlm! fallen shoﬂ.n.-mk a marketing tool than a commitment 1o ticulated the essence of lnhcraluhmm Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) Theyom
transformative ideal, ing decp One si intell }nxdnm. Inacompetitive edu- gedusto’ ything"  2020-21 reveals that only 1. 5": of Indlln prepare (!
word “university,” derived fi he  issue is the conflation of “liberal arts™ and  cation market, adopting the label “liberal” Cmfuuus emphasised mtnl gxuvnh und universities even offer i livesof| d i ingth;
Latin umm‘mms ugmlies a*whole"—a  “liberal education.” While liberal arts fo- c d ki liberal arts p theideals of liberal edh notjusta
di I() cult g di-  cuses on the study of disciplines like lit- - modern, progressive edi However,  championed theli hof ibili I but a lived reali
collat erature, phil hy, and history, liberal  without meaningful cultural shifts, these  nectedness. These thinkers remind us that dliberal there-  (Thewvriter isa professor and dean
betmn |ndu-rs ;md learners. Histori-  educ 4 i ¥ bound- jons remain bound by liberal ioni icula  fore,a2022study by the Indian Councilof - ar Christ Deemed to be University,
cally. as  aries, It is not just about what is studied b d: oemark rhetoricbut by aculturethat  Social Science Research (ICSSR) found  Bemgaluru)

The US president’s praise of the Pakistani government for its role in capturing a ‘top
terrorist’ signalled a possible strengthening of counter-terrorism ties

sPresident Donald Trumpde-
livered a speech to Congress
oonTuesday night for the first
time since reentering the
White House, one country
a surprising cameo:

Pakistan.

Trump thanked the Pakistani govern-
ment for its role in capturing a regional
Islamic State leader linked to an attack in
2021 at lm-:urpm in Kabul, Afghanistan,
that killed 13 American service members
and dozens of Afghan civilians,

“We have just apprehended the top
terrorist responsible for that atrocity, and
be is right now on his way here to face the
swilt sword of American justice,” Trump
said during his address.

The president’s announcement of the
arrest signalled a possible strengthening
of counterterrorism ties between Pakistan
and the United States, just asthe| Pll.kblnll

isseeking i | sup-
port to combat a resurgence of terrorism
within the country’s borders,

Pakistan, a nuclear-armed nation of
about 250 million people, is navigating
a complex web of internal and external
pressures. Domestically, armed groups
including the Pnknmm Taliban in the

and ethnic separatists in the south
have dramatically ramped up attacks. At
the same time, the country is grappling
with deepening economic mmhl(y md
ongoing
Prime Minister Imran Khan in 2022,
()uunde Pakistan's borders, the depar-

in 2021 has alt | dy Pa-
kistani leaders have mm:mngl'y been at
odds with the Taliban government in Af-
g.hanisym. where l.vlﬂilal\l LI0UPS —Some

:‘h,mg Mm kutu)ld._i\ml Pakistan's
relationswich the United States, which has
reduced

assistance to Pakistan since the
mdolﬂu:l\lghnnwur

Trump's about the d

u‘ whm he alr.d a “top n.mrisl"uxm

B Pakistan. »»

Pakistan’s quietwin
in Washington

allegations that Taliban officials in Kabul

Expertsnoted that the operation 1o cap-
ture the man linked to the Kabul airport
attack in 2021 highlighted ongoing intel-
ligence cooperation between the United
States and Pakistan — at least against mu-
tual threats like ISIS-K. a group that poses
yntnl sccumy nslm

Ghani administration in Kabul but was
released when the Taliban freed about
1,700 hard-core militants after taking
powerin 2021,

A Justice Department news release
implicated Sharifullah in the ISIS-K at-
tack last year in suburban Moscow that
killed more than 130 people. Sharifullah
was flown to the United States on

the Pakistani military.

OnMonday, asuicide bomber targeted

a security forces convoy in Kalat,  in the

m province o{ !
ysoldier

killi
four others.

On Friday, in the suspected I1SIS-K
suicide attack on the seminary, six
worshippers in a mosque there were

uicide Wednesd: day and charged with violating  killed in the Nowshera district of Khyber
bings in two volatile p over s i Shehlm Sharif, terrorism statutes, Pakhtunkhwa,
Just four days, (hankcd Tramp for *; ledgingand ~ “The i heClAand  While the United States-Pakistani col-
Ine of the cks,onan sl sem-  ap " his country’s support in ¥ rime intelly agency”inar in arresting the suspect in the
inary in Pakistan associated with the ammmmunumﬂummwd\en-pm resting Sharifullah, Firdous said, “marks  Kabul airport attack raised hopes in Paki-
Afghan Taliban, was believed to have been US and Pakistani officials said that the  yet another instance of a long history of  stan of further helpm uxnhanngu:rmm(
carried out by ISIS-K, a regional affiliate  United ided intell ion that both the US and l‘nkl groups, italsol
of the Islamic State militant group. That  Paki that led to the capt stan will depend on each other, even ifits  Supportersof Khan, the prime minister
suggests the group's wave of assaults tar- - mad Sharifullab, an Afghan national who  not boots on the ground.” who was ousted after falling out with the
geting Taliban leaders in Afghanistan has  isaleader of ISIS-K. A global terrorism index published by military, have hoped that the Trump ad-
now entered Pakistan with the killing of  Sharif said lhal Shanfullah had been  the Institute for Economics and Peace,an  ministration will push for his n-ltm- lmm
pro-Taliban figures, amested “ina i con- k tank, ranks'“ prison, That fon was heigh
Adam Weinstein, deputydirectorofthe  di th !‘.Lfm... A Iy the country d by after close allies of Trump made state-
Middle East program at mt-Qunq: Insti- '1‘heprimemmiua'did notsay ex- sm.n!ut Bnrldna Faso. ments supportive of Khan,
luu-‘aﬂnnll:mkln said that Ter cks in Pakistan areat their But those hopes may now be dimin-
“a thank-you from President Trump is no On Wv.-drmdny_n:poluspem: forthe  highestlevel since 2014, Deathsrelatedto  ished after Trump's praise of the Pakistani
small win ln:- Pakistan,”a cuunqymejung Taliban ad termor by 45%in2024 overthe  government, which has long been guided

inthe region,

Heemphasized, however, that Pakistan's
powerful military seeks more than grati-
tude, It wants a security parmership that
actively targets its enemies, particularly
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, also known
as the Pakistani Taliban. Pakistani lead-
ers accuse the Taliban administration in
Algghanmn of M‘uw qupasud

borderattacks,

Zabihullah Mujnhltdaumd that the ar-
rest served as “proof” of ISIS-K hideouts

year before, to 1 OéL while attacks more
than doubled, from 517 1o 1,099.

on Pakistani soil. OnTuesday evening, twosuicide bomb-

Tftikhar Fnﬁ«u\ editor of The Khoras-  ersassociated withalocal Pakistani Taliban
anDiary, drove vehicles packed with
Islamabad that monitors milicant groups, - explosives Imn a milinry base in the Ban-
said Sharifullah had been involved indoz-  nu

ensofattacks in Afghanistan since joining

IS1S-Kin 2016,
Hesaid that Sharifullah had previously

been arrested by the US-backed Ashraf

province
of K.h)h-r Pakhtunkhwu before other at-

behind the scenes by the military, political
analysts said.

Pakistan's military chief “just won an-
other round in his showdown with Imran
Khan," Sadanand Dhume, a senior fellow
atthe American Enterprise Institute, said
on social media. The Pakistani army, he

‘Iulmmla
Vilked inncluds m

ple were

added, “hasn't lost its uncanny ability to
i ludlmihwfmcvrrumpowa
in Washi

peoj
and dozens were wounded, according to

The New York Times

Ithelps to have more
womenonboard

V PRABHU DEV

representation of wom-
mmctm)macb(mls has

thelessawelcomestep.
According to the PRIME da-

tabase, women constitute only

17% of buanl directors in India,

inars and conferences across the

d to the global average
M 19.7% Hamrver certain sec-
ith IT,and

world, Experts have

theimpactof gmdrrdm-mryun

mkmm—#u\v fared better in

gender rep

ot b O b

w\ndnmlhmu;m fcnwlcpamu

their capabilities through their
effective contribution. Having
women on hwﬂs offers distinet

directors hold independent di-
rectorships, dispelling concerns
that companies would comply
with gender diversity mandates
by appointing relatives of board
members, Some forward-think-

per i women

spectives, greal
and a more

™

lead-

ership style. Agumng body of
mdcmcruwdlmwumm

L2 e
Despite progress, the rep-
resentation of ‘women in top

| financial

corporate remains

mprove
A uudy conducted by McK-
lll\t)' wunn l'lll women's

According to
the PRIME Database, women
accounted for only 21.8% of 1op
! hiprolesin 2023,

nammal performance, with one

dqu‘m#!bmm

organi-
Amongboard committecs, the
C Social ibili
Copns Soce Aspcnebuly

participatve d
Further,

| i o, ol )

effective

ulation within the bonndmum
improves with gender diversity.
Women also contribute to more

Audie Committees.

A global comparison reveals
e that European markets have
an Jershipi

successful

their collective wisdom leads to
better decision-making,
Women bring qualities such
as sensitivity, sensibility, dex-
terity, and patience—ateributes

Patience and perseverance, in
particular, are defining traits of

There is no dunm of qlul

maoting gender diversity. Norway
was the first country to set a high
minimum threshold limit—at
least 40% women board mem-
bers. Non-compliance attracts
rqulunry acion. Ollnr coun-

tries, including Germany, France,
Belgum, Denmark. and ltaly, also
have adopted this moded, result-
ing ina sgnlﬂnm lm‘rnsr in

ip.

ified and

porate directors.

capableof assur mieﬁnlmr

“"%'hur ability
10 collaborate with board mem-
bcrsuunqnmmmhlc mdm

France .m"uunn for 43.2% of
womendirectors,

To fully realise the potential
of gr‘ndcr diversity, comparics

boardroom discussions. Gcmk-r
diversity in the boardroom is a

inls
ulated minimum of one woman
directorontheboard. Companies

strategic ady

A study by the

not just a
regulatory requirement.

dependent director. Further, the

Mmmry Fund (IMF) indicates

statu
limit !nr female representation

en in senior

Thiswillalsoent i m

economic

experience slgmﬁumly huhcr
benefits.

The legistative intent also fa-
vours gender diversity in the cor-
punnr boardrooms. The Indian

governance practice of corpo-
rates, Companies like Infosys
have more than the stipulated
number of women directors,
India has made a promising

Act, 2013,

|hc appointment of at least one
woman director for: f) Al listed

in terms of
diversity, Though India is one of
meﬁmdqvhpt@:munm'n

public
company with a paid-up capital
of at beast Rs 100 crore; ¢) Every
public company with a tumover
of atleast Rs 300 crore.

This requirement helps break
wraditional gender stereotypes,
promotes gender balance, and

h board effective

Y up P
resentation on the board, thereis
along way to gowhen compared
wdeveloped economies,
Companies in India must go
beyond the statutory require-
ment to reap the dividends of
genderdiversity Whatis required

seemrefatvely!

ness, While this mandate may

tostricter global norms, itisnone-

(Thewriterisa professorand
director at MQI Collegeof
Management,
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JPleads People’s March’ BJPsallies refuse toback
Centreon RSSissue swe constantly reach out to setbacks and good times. Overcoming
New Delhi. March 6 sell-helpand lifestyleadviceand  the fear that setbacks will never end
M. Jaya Prakash Narayan today led & New Delni, March 6 (PTI) ind them a bit disappointingor  and the feeling that good times are too
mammoth “People’s March® from the WNI)AvnﬁyIllhdwmhmh dmply notviable, whatdoesonedo? Il good 1o be trueis what resilience
Red Fort to Parlament. Nearly two w(dlonsdm P being or isall about, What makes &
I Whies stick ence, whalk«pul gmngalm hnslolx- person resilient is, again,
rhed 1k son of this ing totheir hould b worked out by onesel avery personal response
Me. N d th Every toachallenge, and each
Ieaders of non-Communist Opposition Opposition. At s meeting convened by otherwise, comes with wmcmuuhu» person deals with it witha
parties in Parfiament presented the Priene Minister A B Vajpayee, the allies Leveraging these insights or resoure-  different imagination. The
it charter of demands to the stuck to their view that the matter be tak- es is certainly an option. Even as no self-help generalisations

seven-poin

Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Mr. G. S,
Dhillon, and the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, Mr. B, D, Jatti, separately. The
CPM, while associating itsedf with the
charter, did not sign the documents,

enup through a sple discussion under
rule 193 and not under rule 184, which
amosints o censure of the treasury

benches. Speaker GMC
carber agreed for a smple discussaon.

experience repeats itself, the idea that

OASIS | JAMUNARAO

may be of little value,

Self care liesin listening to the self

o " o h

asit

systems and k y Fadl, but
something unexpected may emerge.
This is often the theme of fairy tales
and folklore.
While aleruism from an unex-

pected lourwlsupﬁ.fnng.mlr
Protecting

tion is important.

oneself from toxic relation-

ships, situations, and envi-

ronments is of paramount
importance. These situations.

have no gmm\l definitions. ley

does from mindfulness,

Ttmay all be in the mind, but the
body-mind interconnectedness is
notonly real but really imy A
Listening to the body les the body
10 listen to us, If the body says no, just
stop. Giving and ing are important
feek-good factors, Thoughtful giving
is more difficult than mere spend-
ing. It calls for sensitivity and some
u’nﬁt\' Sacrificing time can result

thereare resources that can be drawn Whileall these point toa ﬂvqiy P in bei ulﬂmau-
uwmmmaprnnwkehm It unique, approach, the i lonis eli ,
y the willing- exciting anticipation isthatonenever  or causing harm to othersis h I to
ness to experiment with an idea, I‘hls knows what quarter help or solace oneself, perhaps the best pusublc self- helpone
ving from. C t isworse, Tmlqullllyammunum canindulgein.




