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A call for chaos

LS shoulel push for i two-st
soluthon, not displace an entire people

The primary lessons from the Reagan air crash

Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk hellcopter

and an American Alrlines CRI-700
Migght while it was on the final lwmldl st oy
Ilunu]d l!uuﬂﬂ ‘Washinggton Natioral

he traghc mid-alr collision on January
T 29, 2025 between a United States Army

hen the state of [srael was created in
1948, more than

were
nmlhﬂlhhﬁrudmllupuhbnalhm
{catastrophe). More Palestinians were expelied
during the Six-Day War in 1967, Some moved 1o
Gaza, others 1o the West Bank, while the majority
fled to other countries, where they and thelr des-

L are refugees. In i ace talks,
Israed has outrightly rejected thelr right to retum
to their homes, a fundamental right, Now, US.

President Donakd Tramp wants to forcibly transf-
er the 2.3 million Palestinlany out of Gaza, the
Mediterranean enclave that has suffered relent-
less lsrael bombardment for 15 months. His plan
imvolves relocating Palestinians to neighbouring
Arab countries, taking over the 360 sq. km strip
which he calls a “hellhole” and redeveloping it in-
to the Riviera of the Middle East. Ata confie-
rence in Washington DC, with Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu, he abo stated
sending troops to Gaza " il necessary™, The White
House later claimed that he meant & temporary
rebocation of Pallestindans, It alio clarified that he
had not committed 1o dq:lmdmus.tmpnhu
reaffirmed that his “out-of-the-box" proposal for
Gaza was a serfous one. However, Mr. Trump's
plan has at beast three fundamental problems.
First, Palestinians are not an imperial posses-
slon that lsrael and the U.S. can bomb and relo-
cate at will. They are a people with a national
identity, whose collective history, present and fu-
ture, is deeply tied to the Palestinian land. Des-
pite relentless lsmaeli bombardment, the Palesti-
nians of Gaza have refused to leave, Now, Mr.
Trump is advocating what Is essentially a call for
ethnic cleansing, another Nakba, Second, Arab
cuull:in. including many of America's allies,
Thave unequivecally rejected Mr Trump's propo-
sal. They underl-md that Palestinkins who were
to returmn.
Even authoritarian .Arlh rulers, regardless of
their dependence on U.S, aid, must pay attention
to the sentiments of their people, who over.
whelmingly support Palestinian rights. Third, Mr.
Tnunr: vislon of rebullding Gaza aligns closely
with the lsraeli far-right's agenda: resettling the
land with Jewish settlers, This will further alie-
nate an already desperate population and plant
yet another time bomb in West Asia, Mr. Trump
must abandon his calls for the ethnle cleansing
and instead use America’s Influence to ensure a
successful ceasefire in Gagi, The U.S. should be
working toward a lasting, just solution - one that
acknowledges Palestinian rights and upholds the
principles of peace and stability in the reglon.

Crippling aid work

The fallout of LS, foreign assistance
frecze will be faraeaching
nsularity often stems from contempt, and
l the Hn:rmlxh‘uhlhh-d by U.S. Presi-
i dent Donald Trump llnd llil admhlh!r-iun
LY

commitments has became :kﬂnln‘ feature of
Mr. Trump's foreign policy, and the latest deck
sion to freese foreign assistance adds to the list of
drastic moves, following the withdrawal from
WHO and the Paris Accord. This decision will dis-
rupt established global aid structures and have
dire consequences for the millions who rely on
U5, assistance for survival. While the full impact
s yet to undold, it is cear to those in the develop-
ment sector that a cascade of negative repercus
slons is imminent. On his first day In office, Mr.

Trump imposed a 90-day frecee on foreign assls-

tance, citing inefliciencies and ldeological oppo-

sition 1o USAID. His administration angues that
USAID ates funds and operates at odds
with his policies. Elon Musk, head of the Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency, went so Ear as o
label USAID a viper's nest of eadieal-left Marsists
who hate America. The officlal USAID website
has been stripped of lts content, but announced
that all personnel would be placed on administra
tive leawe, with only a few exceptions for mission-
eritical staff. The administration also ordered the
ion of overseas USAID |

e ol iy

USAID was established in 1961 as an indepen-
dent agency under the Forelgn Assistance Act,
designed to provide global humanitarian and de-
velopment ald. According to the US. govern-
ment’s official spending tracker (U -
gz, gov), USAID was allocated $44.2 billion in the
2024 budget. While this amounts to just 0.4% of
the total US. federal budget, media reports indi-
cate that it accounted for nearly 42% of all bu-
manitarian ald tracked by the UN in 2024, USAID
funds a of programmes which inchude
health care, food ald (ncluding assistance o Ga-
), and policy advocacy, The agency has main-
uhl!dnlmmmin Indlulnwtl- 1560,

lil:ln HIV/TB pnwruhm. polio eradication, and
child health. Though direct financial aid to India
has declined in recent years, USAID contribu-
tions still amounted to over $150 million for the
latest fiscal year. However, in many conflict-rid-
den reglons, USAID remaing a lifeline. Withdraw-
ing from international akd efforts is more than a
bureaucratic shift: it risks leaving millions with-
out food, medical assistance and critical resourc:
s, Thlthrhhnrrﬂmunimnrdkmih'm

that di the Interce of

Alrport,
1, killing 67 people, brings out
wnlwem of human factors that can result in

a tragedy.

In lhll case, the first was having politiclans
Jump the gun by blaming others, even before a
formal investigation began and the bodbes were
yﬂmher:mredlmnlhewmlfrlwunm
Patomae river. LS. President Donald Trump was
quibck to blame former US. Presidents Barack
Ohama and Joe Biden for dil LLS air safet:
standards, forgetting that it was he who held o
redng bn the interim fouryear period.

Pressures, opague h!ﬂhuhmln India
O mw the same kind of
one-upmanship juss after o lirl:cid!m at

Mangaluru in May 2000 when the Minister of Civil
Aviatlon, Praful Patel, declared that the alrport
conformed to all standards of ICAD Annex 14,

Marshal of the Indian Air Force, glossed over all
the blistant violations of the Airports Authority of
Inadi, the Directorate General of Civil Avlation
(DGEAY and the airline, Le., Air India Express, by
Dlwming only the pilot. in all the ar accident
reports in India, one never gets detailed daa
from the digital flight data recorder and the
cockplt volce recorder.

Unlike In Incia, where the truth is hidden and
restrictions placed on all access to nformation on
the aceldent, photographs or data on the state of
infrastructure, it is open in the rest of the world
where one can diata with vital clues that
are availuble, There is 2 big lesson to be learnt
from the adr accident in the US. The radur track
and the air traffic control audio tracks were
gjamly avanilable and ome could analyse and

muerminate the Bcts instead of having doctored
data and reports that have been vetted by a
blllwll'.'rll whnmun!lhu there Is mthlru

against the g u'n Its
agencles s hd\!tﬂll

Lot s b !\rhllhulm‘nptlwthy media
sources in the US. What is generally known s
that the American Alrlines flight was given a
runway change by air traffic control to
accommodate a departure. The change was
aceepted by the crew. The helicopter, PAT2S (or
Prioriy Alr Transport) had taken off from a base

1l nearby for a erabning fight ar nighe collided with a Saudi Arablan Alrlines Boeing 747
| and had been about the passenger fight from Delhi w Dhahran, killing 349 people
Night. The air rraffic controller had asked the The pilot of the Knzakh light was blamed for not
hellcopter crew whether he had the pissenger comiplying with alr traffie control clearance. What
Nlight in sight. The pilot responded by sying be people are mot aware of wis 8 DGCA official who
wulvlnulwhhl!wphmmdhlwu-;ﬁ:cn was in-charge of the Investigation was removed
chenranice to makntain visual and pass behind the | from the investigation whien he submined his
Mohan) fight. Thiss is where the human fictor | findings. It was another officlal who finalised the
Hanganathan apn The flight was at night, Other report. Bt is needlesy o say that the last nine
a8 larnar aking navigation lights and the rotating minutes of the digital flight data recorder of the
Inatructor pilot and belwn.lllrlulmperpﬂuludnuulherclun Saudia flight was a blank.
ration sakety make out the type of aircraft he had visual In the recent crash In South Korea, in
adviner Me it alse 8 llqht with. His only information was based on Decembser 2024, where & fight landed
ferrmer memiber of the number. \\H:mmmdwhuﬁkm crashed into an
Cinil Aviation Salety Ifumbnluxlhndnrﬂcmwmhhhmlh k haousing the landing
Advisory Councl public and the information from the air iraffic system locakiser antenna, South Korea, like Ind.h
(CASAL), Indle tapee recording, there was another light which at the time of the Mangaburu crash, had not
was behind the American Alrlines fight, but complied with the International Civil Aviation
approasching the main runway thin the Amerkcan | Organdzation (ICAD) Anrex 14, Volume | Stancdard
Night was originally approaching before the that mandated that all structures in operational
American crew acoepted a side step to o different | area shall be frangible (from January 1, 2000). Yet,
runway. ICAD gave them a clean chit mthm
conducted. The Korean jet’s data
Th ‘hurry syndrome" recorder was also blank for the kst four minites,
Did the helicopter pilot wrongly identify this
second flight o be the American flight when he Incidents in Bengaluru, Tirechi
visual to air traffic control? If one looks Lt us not forget the case of two Indigo fights, on
ut the radar track of this second fight and the January 7, 2002 - one bound for Kolkata, and the
track being followed by the helicopter o “cross other for Bhul hwar ~ that were depart
hehind” (as instructed by air traffic control), it is from parallel runways ot Bengaluru airport. The
qquite likely that the helicopter crew had focused air traffic controllers had cleared planes for
on the second rather than the Amerlean take-off, In the two runways at Bengaburu, one
Adrlines flighe and were fixated on belng behind rumqrwmheuedﬁnnhaﬂnuﬂ!hwm
the alrcralt they had perhaps misidentified. As for Randings simultaneously, It was a narrow
Tath the h&w.ndllun\merlﬂn Alrlines escape for both planes,
Nlight were below 1,000 feet above ground level, Neither the airline nor the air traffic control
the collision avoidance system would not have reported the matter but the incident came to light
sounded as it would have been inhiblied below during a safety audit. The lack of situational
1,000 ft. awareness and the lack of knowledge of the pilots
In aviation parkance, this is what one calls on the functioning of the collision avoidance
"Press-onitis”, or the “hurry syndrome’, where system were safety lssues that were all swept
once you get fcated, all other inputs cannot under the carpet.
Influence your . Ome needs a fresh and O October 11, 2024, an Alr India Express flight
The Re clenr mind to be able to malntain situational from Tiruchirappalli to Sharjah experienced
’ g switreness and spatial orkentaion. Fatigue and hycbraulic faflure in one system, 1t circled for clase
acchdent In the stress have a role in these situations, The o three hours before landing. But the political
U, highlights Initlal reports indicate there way only o single alr | class in Tamil Nadu and the media went 1o town
the several traffic tower ¢ at Reagan handling the muaking a hero out of the captain who had
factors that can Hluhuwhm lly, twe lliers are on VY [MI0r when he could
result in a duty. have made an overwelght oly.
tragedy; there s Soon after the Reagan accident, the visual This is another example of people with no
also the danger media in india went on overdrive, with graphic lnowledge of aviation passing and
4 presentations of the Charkhi Dadri mid-air influencing investigation agencies. The mid-air
of investigation collision in India, near New Delhd, on November | tragedy should open the eyes of the travelling
agencles Eeing 12, 1996, In this accident, a Kazakhstun Alrlines public and know that safety ks being
shde-tracked flight from Chimbkent, Kazakhastan (o Delhi compromised for brownie points.

The saga of regulating India’s thermal power emissions

proach

dnhdllaﬁlhliwu&ulrtm lhvrn it histor-
b ¥ the

\mrlclvll hhp’lﬂ!"l‘l with the X

s of this reckless policy shilt.
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n December 30, 2024, India's Minlstry of | lhlpl.r.lhnm bydﬂfm'l arms of the ARENChES, wins 31, 2024
Environment, Forest and Climate Change The Central Ek Authority Ithmmyplﬂm hnving to comply from
(MoEFCC) lssued a notification amending {CB‘AJp‘bHIedmnhmOIndm December 31 of 2022 and 2023. But it is not clear
the Environment Protection Rules by pushing questioning the need for uniform norms across if various podlution control boards are verifying
back the deadline for thermal plants to comply the country and thiat ks country-wide adherence to even these norms as there ks no
with suilphar dioxide (S0.) emission norms by Implementation be phased out i 2005, mm jpublic source easlly available that provides this
three years without any reasons being given. As it | Ashok Sreenivay il commissioned a study from 1T Delhi in 2022 | information.
happens, the existing deadline for about 20 s with the Prayas which concluded that the installatbon of FGDs
Jelgwiitts (GW) of thermal plants, all located In {Enengy Group] does provide sir quality benefits e argued for Consumer pays
close proximity to densely populated arvay, was ﬂwndlnl Ihﬂiml:mduelullltwuuchu Given the evolving timelines in the various
December 31, 2024, This is the latest instance In a ly chaln being notifications by the Hu!l’ﬂc.mnnrﬁmlul
Jog saga that fans of Franz Kafka Inudequue mdlh!t I“q,plutlin:nan plu:lut!lhldyw red contracts o install
wtild find appealing. Increased coal consumption (and hence FGDs - though mtllaplu uqﬂredlnmeﬂ
‘The MoEFOC revised the emission norms for greenhouse gas emissions), their
Inddian thermal plants in December 2015 after In 2024, NITI Aayog commissboned the was enabled by ehlﬂchyrrmtnrowdm
public consultations, and all thermal plants were CSIR-National Esvironmental Engineering regulations to pass on the costs of installing FGDs
expected to comply with them by Decermnber 2017 Maria Chiravil Research Institute to conduct a study on this. and other pallution control equipment o
despite it being a tight deadline. This study concluded that 50: emission norms electricity consumers, irrespective of whether
This notification tightened the prevalent i with the Prayas are not to achieve good amblent alr emission norms are met (so that it is not a burden
norms for particulate matter emdssions and (Energy Group) quality in India, and instead the focus should be on thermal plants).
Introduced norms for other emibssions, including on particulate emissions, There was also one As a result, though the earliest deadline for
500, for the first time. These norms were strind of debate about secondary agrosol meeting S0: emission norms is now Decemmber 31,
understoosd to be broadly on a par with exlsting formation from S0: emissions as the reason to 2027, 22 GW of thermal planes have
practices In countries such as Australia, Ching hawe norms for it even though Indian coal iy installed FGDs, Additlonally, 102 GW SO%
andl the United States. veltively low sulphur. Thus, rather than debating | of installed thermal capacity) is in advanced
Ui lssues and bulbding 4 consensus before stagges of setting up FGDy.
“The morphing of a debate notifylng the first set of norms, it continues Given the new timelines for compliance, the
Indian coal generally has a lower sulphur content robustly nearly a decade after their notification. chances are that plants with FGDs will not run
than other coal, which should have made it easier thern since this would increase the cost of
for Indlan thermal plants 1o meet the $0: Electriclty Different deadlines mbnmdhmuepmhhmdwulhe
emissbon norms. But rather than focusing on the ¥ In the midst of these debates, the MoEFCC preferred list of g lectricit
best ways to meet the norms - given Incian coal’s | COMSWMErs are diluted some norms and also extended, multiple mmmlwyluhmhmhm
characteristics ~ the debate morphed Into the likely w pay for times, the deadlines for compliance, with the unused equipment, even as citboens living around
m.nnwmmmmnmm lhed but iication of ber 2024 being the fourthin | thermal plants do not get the benefit of deaner
desulphurisation (FGD) technology for unused thee serbes. As a result, there are differemnt air for at beast three mone years, if not longer,
desulphurisation sulphur coal, Despite ant, even | deadlines for thermal plants in different locations Perhaps this modern varlant of Birbal's khichd
e e v meen g Wit sty | ST Wi | 40l for different types of emissions, with S0, | will et cooked s cay, bu the institutional,
beearme one sbout issues such as the scheduling around thermal emission deadlines being well after the deadline environmental, health and financial costs of
DfFGDimlllﬂmﬂmlh*kl'm wtation e . for other emissbons. doing so are likely to end up being high. And,
perlocs and the Ilwhrcwul fwhem plants do not Indeed, the final deadline for compliance with | - unlike the original fable, it is not even clear
In parallel, a different discourse questioning get the benefit other P matter | whether the right lessons would be learnt from
the 50 emission norms themselves also took off cleaner air issions that are o dmyp by all this saga.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Deportation, human rights | right to dignity and privacy It i unft that the silence. Does it | plan to take over the Gaza have Palestinians displaced
| write this letter as a former | The mental and physical BUP government at the mean that he considers his strip, a3 reported in The by his own ally?
Union Minister for Law and | torture of our citizens by the | Centre has not only failled to | friendship with Mr. Trump to | Hindu (February 6). lsrsel, V. Ganapathy Subramanian,
Justice, The heart. American authorities merits | condemn the inhuman be more important than the | with support from the U.S., HNagercoll, Tamsd Madu
ordeal of Indian citizens a firm and suitable treatment mated out to the | basic rights of Indians? demolished Gaza and has
deported to india on a LS. response from the Indian Indiany dlwrlld by the Tharchus 5. Fernande, rendered millions of Besides setting a dangerous
military aircraft is the government. American governmaent but Chenns Now, | p for
ultimate denunciation of | would appeal to the has also gone on to defend hlr Trump is proposing to relations, Mr. Trumg's
American pretensions as the | External Affairs Minister, 5. the act. It was audacious Trump and Gaza plan make them landless also. proposal will upset the
Elobal defender of human Jaishankar, to take up the that the External Affairs The United States \M-lrlnnmillnl rules-based intemational
rights and democracy. The matter at the highest level Minister 5, Jaishankar President, Donald Trump, is ander. A
reported chaining and in the U5, administration. stated casually in the Rajya setting a dangerous cannot ride roughshod over
handcuffing of helpless Clearly, protecting the Sabha yesterday that it is precedent by proposing a the rules-based system the
captives aboard the plane, dignity and the basic the practice of the Amaer ry prro civillsed international
© etely restricting their human rights of Indian ment — 'the _ community has in 1
B e | et | B skt Wl e vt e 00 | | o,
accoss to the washroom, on the resources of the Procedure provides for the - o Instend of t Kachi, Werals
miust put to shame all those | Indian state, use of restraints’ One also —_— Letters emailed to
ponsible for the Ashwan! Kumar, wonders why the Prime The Mt b i ot by oo lettersgithehindu co.in
Infraction of our citizens’ New Delhi Minister has maintained & st earry the postal sddieis.
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Should India build a sovereign, foundational Al model?

| PARLEY I

n 2023, Openal CEO Sam Altman’s

remarks in India on the cost of training

foundational A1 models — like the ones

that power ChatGPT — sparked a debate
onwhether Indian firms should spend millions.
of dollars on the aim of that technology. The
issue pits sovereignty and national pride against
financial constraints. Is it necessary for
sovereignty and business reasons for India to
work towards a foundational model, as the IT
Ministry's IndiaAl Mission has announced it
will? Pranesh Prakash and Tanwj Bhojwani
discuss the gquestion in a discussion moderated
by Aroon Deep. Edited excerpts:

Does India need to build a sovereign
foundational Al model for its local needs?

Pranesh Prakash: [ believe that India should be
working on foundation models, but not for the
purpose of sovereignty. It is important to have
pecple who are able to build foundation models
and also to have people who can build on top of
foundation models to deploy and build
applications. We need to have people in India
whao are able to apply themselves to every part
of building AL

Sovereignty is something that we should be
concerned about from the perspective of things
such as sanctions, which we have seen the US.
apply over specific kinds of chips, especially
those that are used for training Al models, and
export controls over things like software or
muodels. Those may be coming down the road.

EBut I do not think you need to be worried
about that. As things stand, what we have are
not just proprietary models which are dosed,
under licence, and cannot legally be used
without the permission of the person who
created that model. We also have a lot of open
weights models and a few open source models,
such as DeepSeek RI. And because we have
these, for which you do not need permission
and can deploy locally, we do not need to
approach these from the perspective of national
security and sovereignty and concerned about
sanctions, and so on.

If there are sanctions tomorrow which are
applied to the usage of any models produced in
the U.5., Indians can just "fork" the code of
many of the existing open source models,
refashion those, and build on top of them.

As long as these models exist, are
state-of the-art, and are competing well against
proprietary models — and 1 believe we will soon
come to a point where they will out-compete
proprietary models — we do not need to be
concerned about this from the perspective of
soVereignty.

The DeepSeak page s seen on a smartphone. AP

Tanuj Bhojwaniz 1 would say that for
sovereignty we should do this, but if they really
wanted to block you, they would start with
chips, as Mr. Pranesh pointed out. Even if you
‘had your own model, you need Graphics
Processing Units (GPUs) to run it. DeepSeek uses
Huawei's [Ascend HiSilicon| $10C chips - India
cannot even put that up. We have no contract
with manufacturers such as Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company
Limited (TSMC) to produce chips of even a
previous generation.

More than sovereignty, there is an element of
pride here; we are ambitious people, and want
our own model. We have done this in ather
areas; we have reached beyond, in GDP per
capita terms, what our aukat (station) would be.
Infosys co-founder Nandan [Nilekani]'s point
and my point is this: do this if you see returns.
Do this if anybody sees the returns on it,
whether the pride is the return for the
investment, make sure the investment is
proportionate to that end.

Does the emergence of DeepSeck at low cost
malke this more attainable? Is it worth the
expense?

TB: Even with DeepSeek, this remains a game of
a few hundreds of millions of dollars. DeepSeek
V3's training run cost $5.6 million. But in
cutting-edge research, there are a lot of failed
attempts at that goal. So we are still talking about
hundreds of millions of dollars in investments.
Even if you produce a foundational model in
India, there is still a lot to do - paying salaries
and so on — before you can make money back
on that investment.

The market is still majority U.5.-dominated.
About 60% of the market cap of the entire globe

is in the .S, Even today, business-to-business

ee

We should acknowledge that we have limited
resources, and then we should think about
what is the wisest way to spend them.
Compering with a [ChatGPT] o3 or
[DeepSeck] R may not be the best bdea with
the absolute quanium of resources we are
ralking about

TANLJ BHOJWANT

software-as-a-service founders in India are
largely selling to the U5, f we believe we will
make an Indian model with local language
content, you are capping yourself on the knee
because the overall Indian enterprise market
that will purchase Al is much smaller.

Spending $200 a month to replace a human
worker may be possible in the US., but in India,
that is what the human worker is being paid in
the first place.

To succeed here anyway, the government
nieeds to create an institute that has autonomy
and spending power. 90% of the spending will
go to failed experiments. Our public
procurement system is not geared for that kind
of ermor toderance.

PP: There is a bot we can do even in terms of
software, in which India has been seen as a
success. We need more focus on what is built on
top of models — how we commercialise th.e Al
maodels that are already in use. The entk

ekl PR

to startups and at
subsidised rates. What is your take on this
announcement and on government Al policy
in general as an impetus to investment?

PP: The capital expenditure is a good sign. 1
think the government should look at other ways
of promoting the responsible usage of these
technologies, including amongst them doing
careful studies of what kinds of regulations
ought to be put and, very importantly, what
kinds of regulations ought not to be put.

TB: This does bring down the cost of renting a
GPU significantly downwards, but even then
somewhere in all of this are the margins that we
are paying to data centre operators, providers,
ete., to do these things. It is my understanding
that both DeepSeek and, of course, all the large
labe definitely have dedicated contracts wherein
they are buying, installing the GPUs and using
them completely by themselves for training
runs.

Even with its low training run bills, DeepSeek
‘has over a critical threshold of captive GPUs —
they are known to have at least one cluster of
Nvidia H100s, and a caleulation doing the
rounds puts their investments at $1.3 billion. The
Big Tech firms are investing $80 billion a year on
infrastructure.

We have resource constraints here; the
budget for this is less than the cost of training
Meta’s Llama 4 model, and that budget then has
to be spread out equitably and fairly among the
whaole country. The government is not taking
that cor d bet. We are taking very sparse

among young developers is very much there,
even if they are not always well versed. Students
nowadays in their ficst year are learning how to
wse six different development tools right from
the very beginning.

We should also promote mnm.mon based on
C ints, as Alibaba and D ve
shown.

THB: | think the real question to ask i not
whether we should undertake the Herculean
effort of building one foundational model, but to
ask what are the investments we should be
making such that the research environment, the
imnovation, private market investors, etc., all
come together and orchestrate in a way to
produce — somewhere out of 2 lab or out of a
private player — a foundational large language
model (LLM}). The real questions we are not
paying attention to are: Why does it not happen?
What is wrong with our research? What is wrong
with our RED investments, the spending both by
the private market and government?

The IndiaAl Mission under the IT Ministry
has announced that it is making GPU clusters

resources that we have and we are further
thinning it out.

The subsidy is still a very good thing if people
are using it for the right purposes. Al for Bharat
is trying to train IndicTrans?, and a
text-to-speech system for Indian lainguages. And
those are critical things we need, and you can
get away with, say, 500 or 1000 GPUs for that
task, and you can get very good results
compared to the state-of-the-art. So1 think that
is really the message that we should
acknowledge that we have limited resources,
and then we should think about what is the
wisest way to spend them. Competing with a
|ChatGPT] o3 or [DeepSeek] Rl may not be the
best idea with the absolute quantum of

resources we are talking about.
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What community mental health
could mean for journalists

Journalists try and balance truth \mh Sensitivity, ensuri
aceurate, while consideri

Sunalini Mathew

Women in Mediz, India) held its an-

nual meeting, which 189 women
from across the country travelled to Guwa-
hati to attend. One of the sessions was on
navigating mental health. Pushpa Rokde,
who works with the Hindi daily, Prakhar
Samachar, was s panelist.

Pushpa reports from Bijapur, in Bastar,
a left-wing-extremist-hit area in Chhattis-
garh, part of the red corridor in India. Last
maomnth, a journalist from the area, Mukesh
Chandralear, who ran a YouTube channel,
was killed, allegedly for exposing corrup-
tion in a road construction

I imagined Pushpa would talk about the
challenges she suffers reporting from a
Mapist-affected area. Instead, she said,
“We need to consider what impact our sto-
ry will have on the reader. How will it af-
fect the community we are writing about?™

The Hindu has mental-health guide-
lines, s0 we use language carefully: For in-
stance, we treat suicide s an outcome of
many different factors and do not refer to
an attempt as a crime {‘committed sui-
cide’). Nor will we ever have a headline
that screams that a child took their life af-
ter a fight with their mother.

But Pushpa's talk went beyond the
framing of guidelines, which is important
of course becawse it is one small way of
helping to change society’s narrative
around mental illness as some personal
failing or *mental weakness'.

“Why are we doing the story?” she asks
us to consider. Caught up in the ‘routine”
filing of stories, we do not usually pause o
ask this guestion. Or, something terrible
has happened and we are so focused on
getting various elements of the story out,
that we may not have time to think about

L ast week the NWMI (Network of

the “why’.

Journalists do stories for many reasons.
But as the book The Elements of journal-
isme: What Newspeople Should Know and the
Public Should Expert, tells us, journalism’s
first ohligation is to the truth.

Telling the truth while being mindful of

M

ing tahle.

business.

destruction.

ery voice is heard.”

»

SIOries are

t on readers and commumities

its impact on readers and the commumities
we write about requires a balance. We
must accurately depict events while avoid-
ing overthe-top details. After all, a child of
a family caught in 2 fire may someday read
about how their parent died - we would
not want to add to their sense of loss now
or trauma even & decade later. This balane-
ing act is usually taken care of at the edit-

As an editor, [ have an internal dialogue
with myself: "What if this happened to me,
and my child had to read about it — what
parts would [ not want him to read?' Or,
“Do I want my community to be referred to
as ‘marginalised’ — how would that make
me feel about my situation

At an inhouse workshop last year,
where we debved into a long-form story on
the Hathras stampede that took place in Ju-
Iy 2024, the team attending said there
were too many disturbing details of inju-
ries a minor had suffered. They did not
think it was necessary and felt we should
have cut out certain graphic details at the
editing stage. These internal checks and | &k
balances keep us on our toes, and we are
now doubly conscious of carrying a trigger
warning on any story that has violence or

Last week, | attended a workshop by
Tanmoy Goswami, who runs the "inde-
pendent mental health storvtelling plat-
form™ Sanity. Tanmoy, a journalist, who
writes from a lived experience lens, said
one of the big themes of 2025 would be
community mental health, which he calls
“human touch at scale™.

The media reaches crores of people. By
asking ourselves a few questions, we can
bring in this human touch. Questions like:
How do we frame the narrative so that pe-
ople are disturbed enough to seek answ-
ers, but not triggered into a freeze? But al-
50, a5 Pushpa says:
incident between Naxals and the police,
we must speak to both sides, but also o
the villagers caught in the crossfire, soev-

If there has been an

sumaling matfiewi thehindu.co.in

PFICTURE OF

A flight of fate

THE WEEK

on February 5. aFp

AC-17 wide-bodied aircraft of the LS. Air Force, carrying arownd 100 Indian migrants departed from the LS., lands at the Guru Ram Dass Jes International Alrport in Amritsar

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 7, 1975

wood resources

New Delhi, Feb. 6: The President, Mr.
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed to-day called upon the
rich and poor nations alike to poal their
resources, experiences and talents to evolve a
strategy for wise use of the world's wood
resources. Mr. Ahmed was inaugurating here
the third world consultation on wood-based
panels, sponsored by the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAQ) in
collaboration with the Government of India.

President’s call for wise use of

FROM THE ARCHIVES %m%

Orver 500 delegates from India and abroad,
comprising scientists, technologists,
administrators and industrialists, are
attending the consultation, the first one to be
held outside the dMJD'pEd world,

Mr. Ahmed said a unigue merit of wood
panel was that it was both a poor man’s
mainstay and a rich man’s luxury. For a poor
man, panel products constituted low-cost
building material. To a rich man, they
furnished attractive and costly matetial to
satisfy his vanity.

He said panel products were an exception
tov the general phenomenon that a high rate of
consumption would exhaust natural resources
in course of time. Timber was a renewable
resource which improved, if wisely used.

wss

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 7, 1925
Tagore’s “letters from abroad”

London, Feb. 6: Wishing that the collection of
Tagore's letters written during the
Americo-European tour to Mr. Andrews,
published in Madras, will be more accessible to
the British public, Manchester Guardian, in a
leader, expresses the opinion that apart from
the charming style, they express generous and
broad humanity full of insight into the
underlying difficulty of Anglo-Indian relations
that they fully deserve the consideration of
statesman and the educated classes. Tagore
pleads for mutual Anglo-Indian understanding.

Ani

+
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Amount received by
India in climate
finance so far

In% billian, This includes

l 16 346,52 million from the
. Global Enviranment
Facility, $603.9 million from the Green

Chimate Furd, and §16.86 million from the

Adaptation Fund. Funds are gat thraugh

lllegal Indian
immigrants deported

THE#O®HINDU

Number of pending
cases where the

from US. since 2009

Central govt. is a party

Number of public
grievances redressed

Number of medical
colleges served

in 2024

Atatal of
l 7 6 15,756 lHegal

Indian
Immigrants have been deported from the
US since 2009, External Affairs Minister 5.

Jalshankar sakd. The highest deportation

the financial hanism of UM Frames
Canvention an Climate Change. e

wis 1 in 2019 with 2,002 lllegal
Inellan immigrants being sent back, m

7

Flnance Minkstry alane being one of the
litigants in mearly two lakh cases, The Law
Minlster sald as of December 31, 2024, &
vatal of 405 POCSO (e-POCSD) courts, are
functional across 30 States and UTs, s

lakh, The Central gavernment is a
party in nearly seven lakh cases
pending across courts, with the

In lakh, Cver 28 lakh public
Erievances were redressed last

Singh said on Thursday. These complaints
were recelved on the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and Monitorng System
= an anling mechanism that allows
cltizens to rise public grievances,

yee, Unkon Minister Jitendra

show-cause notices

The Unlversity Grants
ls Commission has lsswed

show-cause notlces to 18
medical colleges for not camplying with
anti-ragging regulations, The defaulter
colleges include two each in Delkl, Tamil
Nadu, Assam and Puducherry, er

COMPILED Y THE HINOU BATA TEAN

Under the scanner: Adani’s project in Sri Lanka

Why is Adani Green's power plant in northern Sel Lanka controversi

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

Dissanayake promise before he was elected? Why did the Chairman of the Ceylon Electricity Board resign?

EXPLAINER
Meera Srinlvasan
The story so far:

n January 24, news
AFP n-pmwd tha

signed
n Energy Limited. A Sri
Lankan of told the ageney that whike
the project itself had not been cancelled,
the government has appointed a
committes o review it, The Adanl Group
“eategorically denjed” cancellation of the
project. The move drew at
many in Sri Lanka faggin
Anura Kumara Dissan
plecge o eancel the * " project
thuit beis heen mired in controversy from
the time it was approved.

What Is Dissanayake's position?
In its Latest clarification, the Dissanayake
il that there ks no
el rln- praject, but that it

wionhd renegot
purchase wi
Spokesman Nalindi sl stated] that
the government is seeking a lower tarlif
that is below six cents per kilowatt-hour
(kWh), instead of the formerly agreed rae
of B.26 cents per kWh,

What is the project?
Ak *en E

narthern provinee, nvest

millinn_. _M:'mclllu: o Sri Lankan

The Ministe; wmeement stood
out, since the Disss £ BOVETTImEnt in
October 2024 told the eme Coul k

an ongolng case, that ald reconsider
the approval granted by the previous
povernment to the Adani Group for the
wind power project.

Furthermore, Mr. Dissanayake and his
party have in the past underscored the
e for o competitive bid, "We weleome
foreign capital, including from the private
sector. But all investments should come
through a fair tender process,” Mr.
Dissanayake told The Hindu in September
2024, “1f the government had gone for a
fair tender process, we coulbd have got it
for half the price, saled i the
interview.

the project is expected wadd
at beast 350 MW o the island's national
grid by 2025,

In October 200, Adani Group
chalrman G Acdani visived C
and ealled on then Presid
Rajapaksa, weeks ; llh-r his on
sealed o cheal wit rownid Sei Linka
Parts Authority (SLPA) to develop and nun
the strategic Colombo Port's Western
Container Ter I, Is currently
proceeding. Al ime, officlals of the
Ceylon Electricity Board (CEE) wld media
that the Group also "explored the
possibility of investing in Srl Lanka's wind
and renewable energy sector”™,

2 Formaer President Gotabays Rajapaksa with Adanl greup Chalrman Gautam Adanl,

When was the project amlrowd?
In March 2002, the
Memorandum of Unde
Adan Green for the wir
but the development was kepe under
wraps. It was a report in the Jocal Sunday
mave b light, Ever
inved in
spatlight, amid dramatic developments

on the island. The Gotabaya Rajapaksa
administration came under fierce attack
from the Oppositon, for "choosing™ the
Addani Group for the project without
calling for competitive bids, and
bypassing due process, l'l:\'[rl"ll 1p's “back
door” entry into i
disrupted the country’
electricity generation system, the main
opposition party gl Jana Balawegaya
contende the government of

" pampe dinister Narendra
Maodi's "notorious friends™.

In June 2022, Chairman of the CER
MM.C. Ferdinando resigned, days after
he told a parlismentary panel that Prime
ter Narendra Modi had " pressurned”
kam President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
he Adani Group projec
2, Srl Lanka experie ]

Mr, Gotabaya wi
fromm office by a
Tollowing which f
Ranil Wickres e in
July 2022, eves d,

There was renewed thrust on bringing
in foreign investment in w the country 1o
rebuild its battered economy. In February
2023, Sri Lanka's Board of Investment
approved o praject o set up two wind
power plants in northern Sri Lanka, with
a1 $442 million investment from Adani
Green Energy Limited, The two wind
ants — 250 MW capacity in
and 100 MW in Pooneryn - were
scheduled to be commissioned in two
anid the project woukd generate
o 2,000 new jobs, the Board had
announced. Despite US. short seller

using the Adani Group of

i Jariary that yer,
1I1l-|: Foreign Minister A Sabry wld The
Hirdu that Colombo sees the Adani

. 1 :

cunlu.h-m f thedr future,

President Wickremesinghe's ©

wheared a proposal to purchase power at
$0.0826, or 8,26 cents, per kWh from
Adanl Green Energy.

Why are locals opposing the project?
Residents of Mannar have been raising
concerns aver the project's Hkely
wn i erucial bird corridor in the region
and on the liveliboods of local fisherfolk,

multiple petitioners challenged
wind power project, The next
g of the case is scheduled in March,

? What are the environmental concerns linked o ie? What did current President Anura Kumiara

EGIST
-

In March 2022, the CEB signed
& Memarandum of
Understanding with Adani
Green Tar the wind energy
project, but the development
was Kept under wraps, It was a
repart In the local Sunday
Tirmes that brought the move
1o light, Bveer since, the project
has remalned in the spatlight,

-

In February 2023, Srl Lanka's
Baard of Invest ment approved
& peraject bo et up two wind
powier plants in northem Sl
Lanka, with 8 $442 million
Investment from Adanl Green
Enrgy Linvted. The two wind
power plants — 250 MW
capacity in Marnar and 100
MY i Poonenym — wene
scheduled 1o be commisioned
I two years,

-

The Central Asian Flyway, an
Inpartant migration route for
mary wterbird species, runs
through Mannar

On the appointment of
ad-hoc judges to High Courts

What dic the Supreme Court order? Have such a

pointments been made

reviouslv? What did the rule set in

the Lok Prahart judgment state? What does Article 224-A mandate?

Aaratrika Bhaumik Judges to High Courts on an ad-hoc basis,
Such appointments req he consent of
The story so far: besth the retived judge and the President
o pddress the growing bac of India. These judges receive allowances
af eriminal + the: Supre ‘s order

Covert on January 30, allowed

High Courts o app retired
Judges on an ad-hoe basls, provided they
hear only criminal appeals as part of a
Bench led by a sitting judge. A Bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJ1 Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices B.R. Gaval and Surya Kant
relaxed o rule set in Lok Prahari Through
Its General Secretary SN, Shukla 1AS
(Ritel ) ve Uneiewn of Inadfa (20213, which had
limited such appointments to High Courts

where judicial vicancies exceeded 20 of

the sanctioned strength.

How are ad-hoc judges appointed?
icle 224-A, introduced by
titution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act,
allows the appointment of retired

s ol ined by the Presider
and exercise the same jurisdiction,

powers, and privileges as a sicing High
Court judge. The detalled procedure for
such appointments i outlined in the 1998
Memorandum of Procedure (Mol?),

When are such appointments made?
Inv Lok Prabirrd, the Court identified
specific clroums !ﬂ" I|I<Il could warrant

-mx. niJLnlk
Courts were
referred to Law € m reports from
nd 2000, which advocated

¥ appointment of retired
effective measure to address
the mounting backlog of cases, However,

the Supreme Court expressed concemns
thae Article 2244 could result in “inaction
n8” for regular
Judicial appointments. Consequently, the
Court clarified that ad-hoc judges can
only be appainted when
nencations for filling less than 20%
les I st been gl T
ng both the number of sitting
Juddges and the pending proposals for
Judicial appointments.
The Court outlined several “trigger

points” for such appointments, although

the not exhaustive, These include
cles in o High Court exceed 20%
ctioned s
specific eategory hi
more than five years;
of the High Court's ¢
aver five years; €
s lower t he rate at wh
are filedd (ease cl e}, The Court
also recommended that each Chief Justice

gth; 2) if cases ina
bien pending for
i mare than 109
es are peniding for

form a panel of retired judges, along with
soonto-retire judges, lor appointments,

What does the latest order say?
The CJI-led Bench noted that, as of
Jamuary 25, there are 62 likh pending
CASES ACTOSS IInd: ccording to
data frt slal Data Grid,
Of these, ove |J! 2 lakh are criminal
cases, while more than 44 lakh are civil
wases, To tackle this growing pendency,
the Court decided w set aside the
condition laid down in Lok Prahari, which
permitted the appointment o
Judges only when judiclal vacancies
exceeded 20% of the sanctoned strength.
It further ruled thit ad-hoe judges can
anly hear cris ppeals. Additonally,
ithe number of ad-hoe judges cannot
exceed 10% of a High Court's sanctioned
Judlicial strength, meaning each High
Court can have anly 2 1o 5 such
appaintments,

Have there been prior instances?

There have only been three documented

instances of ad-hoc judiclal appoimtments,
) Bl w.lnpmlmc'd

o 1o
kel High Court m pmsud:- aver
the Ayodhya title suits,

i Gl

-

& Bench of Chief Justice of
Inclia (C.J1) Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices BR. Gaval and Surya
Bt rislaned o rule set in Lok
Pratar Throwugh Its General
Secretary SN, Shikla JAS
(Rt ) va tvdon of Ingie (2021)

The CJI-led Berch noted that,
asof January 25, there are 62
Lakh pending cases acrais High
Courts, accarding ta data frem
the National Judicial Data Grid,

-

To tackle this growing
pendency, the Court deckded 1o
set asicle the condition lakd
o i Law Prahiarl, which
permitted the appointment af
ad-hoc judges only when
Judicial vacancies exceeded
0% of the sanctioned
strength.
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What ails India’s massive diagnostics
sector: putting labs under the lens

Industry experts estimate that there are around 300,000 labs across the country, and this number is growing. Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics accounts for around
9% of the industry, estimated to be worth 2860 billion in the financial year 2024, and projected to grow to about 11,275 billion by the financial vear 2028

Ihe Hindu Bureau

hankar Dhange, 27, has been

fighting a lone battle against the

private diagnostics sectar in

Maharashtra for years now, but
he is yet to make any headway. Six years
agn, his sister, Sarika Bhonglat, lost her
life following complications after a
surgery. Shankar believes that the tests
his sister underwent prior to the surgery
were incorrect, and this led to the wrong
treatment being given, causing her death.
“The treatment that my sister was given
was based on a lab report that was signed
wff by a technician and not a pathologise,
It was this that led to incorrect treatment
and complications and finally her death.
Howwr can a Class 12 graduate be allowed to
sign off on medical imaging and
diagnostic tests?" he asks.

Shankar's case is not unique and delves
into the heart of what ails the diagnostics
sector in India today — a shortage of
trained personnel o meet the rapid
burgeoning of medical
laboratories/disgnostic facilities in the
country.

While there are no exact figures
available, industry experts estimate that
there are around 300,000 labs across the
country, and this number is growing.
Within the healthcare sector, diagnostics
accounts for around 9% of the industry,
estimated to be warth T860 billion in the
financial year 2024, and projected to
grow to about £1,275 billion by the
financial year 2028,

This staggeringly huge sector, however,
remains under-regulated, fragmented,
and biased towards urban areas.

The regulations

The Clinical Establishments (Registration
and Regulation) Act 2000 aims to bring all
dingnostic centres and labs under its
ambit, with their registration with
respective State councils as clinical

provide guidance on the minimum
standards of facilities and services that
should be provided by diagnostic centres
and labs.

To date, the Act has been adopted by 12
States - Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Uttarakhand, Assam, and
Haryana — and all Union Territories,
except Delhi, Some other States,
including Kerala and Karnataka, have
their own legislation to bring labs under
the ambit of clinical establishments,
However, implementation has, in many
cases, not begun, or where it has, it often

The fragmented nature of the sector
Given the low entry barriers and the lack
of a strong regulatory environment, there
are many standalone players in the sector,
making it competitive, fragmented, and
prome to varying standards

Diagnostic centres in India can obtain
acereditation voluntarily from

Accreditation Board for Tr_'htln;, d.]'ld
Calibration Laboratories (NABL).

N, Venkateswarar, CEQ, NABL, in an
email interview with The Hindu
highlighted the challenges created by the
fast-paced growth of the private sector.
India, he noted, has a highly l'm,mi.ntr_'rl
market with many small, unorganised
labs, largely not accredited and following
uneven quality standards. “This is in
terms of resources to bring in advanced
diagnostic technologies, a large variation
in pricing even for routine tests, and
inadequately skilled manpower,” he said.

He said that while the emphasis is on
the quality and accuracy of results, lab
regulation needs attention. “There has to
bbe more awareness about biomedical
waste management to prevent outhreaks;
maintaining better labs and hospital
environments is in focus, but there is
much more to be done to ensure reliable
and accurate results”

The shortage of manpower

There is a significant shortage of full time
doctors and staff in the diagnostics
industry. This situation makes it difficule
for standalone diagnostic centres which
may not be able to employ welltrained
lab technicians and pathologists, affecting
the quality of outeomes. Accredited labs
must mandatorily employ a full-time ab
technician phlebotomist and 2
radiologist.

The Health Ministry’s own research has
indicated that India has the disadvantage
of not having enough microbiologises and
some places do not even have enough
qualified doctors or technicians to
operate 4 lab. There is also a lack of
upgrading and training, as well as

»

weographical inequality in qudJltyu[
services, the research said

A top management c:-fhclal froma
leading diagnostics chain based in North
India points out: “The challenge lies in
defining an unregulated lab. How do you
define one? We do not have enough
pathologists to run the number at labs

he is where the
: somie Lab reports are
issued with "bought out’ signatures from
doctors, where signatures are obtained in
exchange for money, but the lab has a
licence obtained from local authorities
and shows the presence of ghost
employees and doctors”

This problem persists across most
States. In Karnataka, the Karnataka
Private Medical Establishments (KPME)
Act poverns healtheare facilities; however,
the scope and enforcement of this Act in
the laboratories and diagnostics sector is
limited, particularly in areas like quality
assurance and patient safety.

Many hospitals and doctors running
clinics have side laboratories and sample
collection centres s are
‘technician-only’ facilities that are not run
or owned by qualified pathologists, With
one pathologist connected o multiple
laboratories, reports only have
e-signatures of the pathologists. Although
e-signatures are allowed, there is no rule
on the number of lsboratories a
pathologist can be connected to,” sources
said,

Lack of proper regulations is an area of
concern in Tamil Nadu as well, said V.
Parthasarathy, general secretary, Tamil
Nadu Government Medical Laboratory
Technicians Association. He pointed out
that an announcement made in the
Assembly to constitute a State Council for
Laboratory Technicians in 2009 is et to
be implemented. “We still have private
laboratories run by unqualified person:

hee said.

What does this mean for patients?

In 2009, Shankar tried to file an FIR with
the Paranda police station and raised his
concerns with the Grahak Manch
{consumer forum), but to no avail. He has
now appealed at the Aurangabad Bench
of the Bombay High Court against the
doctors of a local hospital in Barshi,
where he got his sister treated.

Doctors from the Maharashtra
Association of Practising Pathologists and
Microbiologists (MAPPM) indicate that
this is not the anly such case — and their
number is only rising. "A complex
diagnosis requires a report from a
pathologist. The machine doesn't give
reports; it gives readings, A pathologist is
required to analyse it,” said Sandeep
Yadav, president of MAPPM.

The issue affects doctors too: in
November last vear, a Maharashtra-based

There is a shortage of full-time

doctors and staff in diagnostics.
This makes it difficult for

standalone centres that may not
be able to employ well-rained

lab technicians and pathologists,
affecting the quality of outcomes

doctor, Rahul Mayur, filed a complaint of
identity theft, stating that a diagnostic lab
in Jalgaon was fraudulently using his
name, degree, and signature to give fake
reports to patients.

The Maharashtra Paramedical Council
Act, 2011, has established a council to
regulate paramedical personnel,
including medical laboratory technicians.
This Act and the National Commission far
Allied and Healthcare Professions
(NCAHP) Act 2021 do not permit
laboratory technicians to practice
independently and issue reports without
certification by a pathologist, However,
Dr. Yadav said such fraudulent practices
were common. He highlighted the issue of
"ghost pathologists™ at many labs and
underscored: “everything done at a lab
needs to be supervised by pathologists
and not technicians."

The urban-rural divide

One of the other issues in India is the
concentration of labs in the urban areas,
As of the financial year 2023, only 24% of
diagnostics revenue came from rural
areas in India, though nearly 70% of the
population in the country resides rurally.
This is also mirrored in the
government-private libs divide, with both
doctors and patients pointing out that
multiple gaps exist in government labs
that make them a less favoured option.

Far instance, in Telangana, a
government doctor said lack of essential
upgrades was a hindrance. Both Osmania
and Gandhi hospitals - major State
healthcare facilities in Hyderabad —
urgently required improvements, the
doctor said, further noting that limited
aperational hours at government
laboratories restricted access, “Even after
diagnosis, the unavailability of specialists
at government hospitals discourages
patients and forces them to seek private
care,” the doctor added.

The problem of varying standards and
shortage of staff ails the government
SECHOr 0,

Paramita Sarkar, a final- year MD
pathology student from Medical College,
Kolkata, said there was a huge workload -
over BOO tests per day — but a serious
staff shortage. "Three of us work in shifts
in the labs, but that is not enough. We
need more technicians and people who
«can run the testing machines to ensure

work gets done on time and faster” Tapas
Pramanick, a medical officer at R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata,
also said that with many district hospitals
lacking decent testing facilities, most tests
come to city hospitals, increasing the
workload.

The pricing problem
Pricing, as is always the issue when it
comes to the private health sector,
concern in diagnostics as well. A
government programmes and certain
States are Boing some way tows
addressing this. In January 2018,
‘Ti.ld.ngaru began the Telangana

Pr or “T-[
initiative. As of October 2024, over 18.10
crare tests have been conducted
benefiting 1.0 crone individuals,
collectively resulting in an estimated
saving of T,100 crare in out-of pocket
expenses for patients. However, supply
issues such as those of reagents are
marring the programme, a lab technician
said. In Kerala, the government has
invested significantly in upgrading
primary health centres to family health
centres to provide a range of services,
including basic laboratory investigations
{at nominal rates) as part of its ‘Aardram
Mission.

Issues faced by labs

While there are many issues in terms of
regulation that still need to be
stregmlined and implemented,
representatives from the disgnostics
sector say they too, want change,

In Kerala for instance, lab
representatives say the space and
educational requirements under the
Kerala State Clinical Establishments Act
are unviable. “There are some 6,500
independent small and medium
paramedical labs in the State and if one
were to go by the minimum standards
only about 1,000 will be able to function.,
We have sought relaxations in the clauses
regarding space requirement,” says
Shareef Palali, State General Secretary of
Kerala Private Medical Technicians’
Association, and head, Kerala
Paramedical Coordination Committee.

The State government also does not
recognise paramedical degrees/diplomas
even from recognised institutions in other
States, he says. A two-year MLT
Diploma/BSc MLT or MSc MLT conducted
by medical colleges or ather government
approved agencies is required. “We are
cooperating with the government, but our
request was that rather than render
professionals who have studied cutside
the State jobless, the government could
conduct a training programme/exam for
them. The government has now agreed to
this in principle,” he says.

The space constraints are a problem in
T.N. as well: in November 2024, the
Health Department, brought in
amendments to the Tamil Nadu Clinical
Establishments (Regulations) Rules, 2018,
stipulating minimum space for sample
collection for clinical laboratories — 300
sq ft in rural areas and 500700 sq ft in
urban areas. F. Kalidasan, national
president, Paramedical Laboratory
Educational and Welfare Association, says
there is no need for such specifications.
“There are nearly 10,000 laboratories in
the State. OF these, at least 80% are
small-sized. Among them, 30% are in
rural areas, Small labs cater to around 10
patients a day and mandating 300 sq feet
area for clinical laboratories cannot be
accepted. The focus should be on
adherence to quality programmes,” he
said.

The sector is willing to have regulations
to bring in clardisation: the Karmataks
Chapter of the Indian Association of
Pathologists and Microbiologists
(KCIAPM) is asking for the strengthening
of the Karnataka Act. “The KPME Act
must be nxpanr]ud to include licensing

penalties for non-compliance. Mandatory
S0Ps for sample collection, testing, and
reporting should be put in place to
minimise errors,” said Aditya Agnibotri,
KCIAPM secretary.

KCIAPM president Vijay Shankar 5. said
ensuring every lab is supervised by
gualified pathologists and supported by
trained technicians was vital. “Licensing
should include a needs assessment to
prevent over-saturation in certain areas
while ensuring coverage in underserved
regions,” he said.

(Collated by Zubeda Hamid, with inputs
[from Maitri Porecha and Bindhu Shajan
Perappadan in Delhi; Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluruy; C. Maya in
Thirmanathapuram; Siddharth Kenar
Singh in Hyderabad; Snehal Mutha in
Mumbai; Shrabana Chatterjer in Kolkata
and Serena Josephine M. in Chennai)

THE GIST

India has a highly fragmented
market with many small,
unargantsed Labs, largely nat
accredited and following
uneven quality standards

-

Some reports are [ssued with
signatures obtained in
exchange for money. The lab
has a licence but the ralls
indicate ‘ghast employees and
doctors’

-

Some States are addressing
the price |ssue. Telangana has
the T-Diagnoctics initiatve.
Cver 18,10 crore tests have
been conducted, Kerala has
Its “Aardram Mission’ which
provides basle laboratory
tests at naminal rates

3
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PAPER WITH PASSION

A recipe for catastrophe

The ethnic cleansing of Gaza is not only a crime against
humanity but also a geopolitical disaster in the making

onald Trump's proposal to take over Gaza and forcefully relocate its Palestinian
residents has been met with an overwhelming wave of international condemna-
fion. Leaders across the globe, from the United Nations to key US allies such as
Jordan and Egypt, have firmly rejected the plan, calling it an act of ‘ethnic cleansing’
that would destabilise the entire region. Apart from being a morally repugnant and inhu-
mane suggestion, Trump's vision for Gaza is doomed to backfire, not only by igniting

further unrest but atso by d

US alli and d

the ongoing conflict.

Trump’s idea of ‘owning’ Gaza and resettiing its 2.3 million residents elsewhere is not
a spontaneous thought. It echoes long-standing discussions within the Israeli far right,
where forced Palestinian displacement has been promoted as a means to secure Israel
territorial ambitions. Trump's embrace of this agenda is unsurprising given his sirong

ties to Israel's far-right politicians and his past decisions that have sys

Lk

ically under-

Budget 2025-26: A bold
vision with glaring gaps

The Union Budget 2025-26, presented by Nirmala Sitharaman, has drawn mixed

reactions, balancing ambitious reforms with pressing economic challenges
- = L ﬂ L_

he Union Budget for
2025-26, presented by
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
has sparked significant
debate due 1o both its promising
isi and notable shaort-

mined Palestinian sovereignty, such as moving the US

refugees.

embassy to Jerusalem and cutting aid to Palestinian

The response from regional allies has been unequiv-
ocally negative. Jordan's stability is crucial to US infer-
ests in the region, and forcing the country to absorb
another wave of refugees could have disastrous con-
sequences. Egypt, which shares a border with Gaza,
has also dismissed the plan, with its govemment wam-
ing that forced displacement would viokate peace agree-
ments and threaten national security. Any attempt to
push Palestinians into the Sinai Peninsula would risk

' e dragging Egypt into direct conflict, further complicat-
ing an already wolatile situation. Sawdi Arabia, yet another frusted US friend who has

been a key player in US diplomatic efforts in the West Asia, has issued a strong rebuke
of the plan, emphasising that any forced transfer of Palestinians would violate interna-
fional law. However, the biggest danger of Trump's plan is that it can spur terrorism glob-
ally. Trump's plan, if enacted, would only fuel more extremism and conflict. The displace-
ment of millions of Palestinians would create a new humanitarian crisis, radicalising those
affected and providing extremist groups with powerful narrative for recruitment. History

has shown that forcibly up

it

do not di

quietty—instead, they

often tum to resistance, armed smngﬁle. or insurgency. Furthermare, any LS military involve-
ment in enforcing such a plan would lkely draw direct opposition from other world pow-
ers such as Russia and China, fuelling more tension across the world. Trump's motiva-

fions appearto beac

of political

HH

and ideological alignment with

lsrael's most extreme factions. Why Trump is doing it? By infroducing a radical and con-
troversial proposal, he shifts attention away from his legal troubles and domestic politi-
cal challenges. The ensuing chaos allows him to portray himseli as a decisive leader
taking bold action, even if the plan is utterly impractical and morally indefensible.

Decorated camels af the Nagar Callla Far', in Nagaur

comings. While the budget intro-
duces key reforms such as tax
relief for the middle class, incen-
tives for manufacturing and infra-
structure development, it falls
short in addressing pressing con-
cerns such as job creation, wage
rowth, inflation control, and
rural distress. A deeper analysis
reveals both its strengths and
weaknesses.
Income Tax Reforms: One of the
most widely appreciated aspects
of the budget isPS)c increase in the
tax exernption limit from Rs 7
lakh to Rs 12 lakh, offering sub-
stantial relief to middle-class tax-
payers. Additionally, the standard
deduction has been raised to Rs
75,000, effectively reducing the
tax burden for those earning up
to Rs 1275 lakh per annum.
These reforms are expected to
boost dispesable income, encour-
age savings, and enhance con-
sumer spending.
Manufacturing and Export
Promotion: The budget empha-
sises the “National Manofacturi
Mission," which aims to establis
India as a global manufacturing
hub, reduce import dependency,
and generate employment.
Another significant reform is the
increase in the Foreign Direct
Investment {FD) limit in the
insurance sector to 100 per cent,
a move that is expected to attract

global insurers and enhance cap-
ital inflows.

Infrastructure Development

A substantial portion of the bud-

get is allocated o infrastructure
projects, including regional air
conmectivity, highwar ansian,
and rajh\'ayfymngcmis);m'lhm
initiatives will not only strength-
en India’ transport network but
also generate employment and
spur economic activity.
Suppaort for Startups and Small
Businesses

Recognising the role of startups
and micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) in eco-
nomic growth, the budget intro-
duces dedicated funds and tax
cxemptions to encourage entre-

preneurship, These measures

are expected to foster innova-
tiom, create jobs, and strength-
en the country’s business
ecosystem.

Despite the budget’s growth-
oriented approach, several
concerns need to be addressed:
Employment and Job
Creation: Although the ecan-
omy has shown signs of recov-
ery, job growth remains slug-
gish, particularly in the infor-
mal sector.

The budget lacks a direct
employment policy and does
not offer substantial incentives
for companies to hire more
workers, The government
needs to focus on manufactur-
ing, MSMEs, and startups to
create sustainable employment
opportunities.

Agricultural Reforms and
Rural Ecomomy: The rural
econamy continues to struggle
with rising distress and stag-
nant productivity. Despite
widespread farmer protests
demanding a legal guarantee
for Minimum Suppart Price
(MSF), the budget does not
introduce any concrete mea-
ress these con-
s also no signif-
icant increase in allocations for
employment schemes like
MOMREGA, despite growing
rural unemployment.
Inflation and Price Stability
With rising global oil prices
and persistent supply chain
disruptions, inflation remains
a major concern, Higher infla-

WHILE THE BUDGET
INTRODUCES KEY
REFORMS SUCH AS
TAX RELIEF FOR THE
MIDDLE CLASS,
INCENTIVES FOR
MANUFACTURING,
AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT, IT
FALLS SHORT IN
ADDRESSING
PRESSING
CONCERNS SUCH AS
JOB CREATION,
WAGE GROWTH,
INFLATION CONTROL,
AND RURAL
DISTRESS

~ o 1
tion affects consumer demand
and reduces the purchasin
ower of the middle an.
ower-income groups,
Fiscal Dtﬁf?tn:]:ld Diebt
Management: One of the
biggest challenges in the bud-
get is balancing fiscal deficit
control while sustaining eco-
nomic growth, I infra-
structure spending has led to
a higher fiscal deficit, raising
concerns about long-term
financial sustainability. High
borrowing costs and rising
interest payments could fur-
ther strain public finances.
Revenue Generation and
Taxation Issues: Achicving
ambitious tax collection tar-
gtthh?ani.cm‘arl)' through GST,
could be difficult amid global
economic uncertainties,
Additionally, privatisation
plans have repeatedly fallen
short of expectations. The
absence of a dear roadmap for
asset monetisation raises ques-
tions ahout the governments
ability 1o manage debt repay-
ment.

Social Sector Spending
Diespite its e E;:sonsinfla-
structure and tax relief, the
budget fails to allocate suffi-
cient funds to critical sectors
such as health and education.
Healthcare spending remains
below 3 per cent of GDF
which is inadequate to hridﬁc
cmlin? gaps in public health-
care infrastructure.

While digital learning initia-
tives have been introduced,

K 5 TOMAR

there is no significant push to
improve rural schools or
recruit more teachers.
Private Investment
Encouraging private sector
investment is essential for sus-
tained economic wih.
Hawever, the budge ot
introduce substantial polic
measures to attract bot
domestic and foreign capital.
State  Finances and
Federalism: Several states are
facing financial distress and are
demanding higher devolution
of funds. Striking a balance
between fiscal transfers and
responsible financial manage-
ment remains a majnrs iy
challenge for the central gov-
ernment.
Global Economic Slowdown
With geopolitical tensions and
ongoing supply chain disrup-
tions, export-driven sectors
face significant risks.
Strengthening  domestic
demand and securing trade
partnerships will be vital in
navigating these external
uncertainties.
Conclusion
The Union Budget 2025-26
reflects a commitment to
growth, fiscal stability, and
economic resilience. However,
it must address critical issues
such as employment genera-
tion, rural distress, and social
sector spending to ensure bal-
anced and inclusive growth.
(The writer is a senior politi-
cal analyst: views are
personal)
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The looming water crisis:

A call for urgent action

Climate change, population growth, and mismanagement are straining global
water resources, pushing communities toward scarcity and conflict

he specter of global
I cnnﬁiccl [lcqug:ntl}'

lpoms over discussions
about the future, and water is
often identified as a likely cat-
alyst. As an essential resource
for life, agriculture and indus-
try, water is under unprece-
dented strain due to rapid
population growth and accel-
erating development. This
crisis is no Jonger an abstract
possibility but a stark reality
requiring immediate atten-
tion,
Nations worldwide are active-
by seeking collective solutions
[ ensure waker security, pro-
mote sustainable agricultur-
al practices, am:F protect
ccosystems. From wells and
ponds to rivers and reser-
voirs, freshwater sources are
depleting at an alarming rate,
pushing the waorld closer to
potential conflicts.
The Growing Crisis: A
Global Threat
Relenthess exploitation of nat-
ural resources, particularly
water and soil, has triggered
a cascade of adverse conse-
quences. Humanity's relent-
less pursuit of energy and
urban expansion is exhaust-
ing these vital resources faster
than nature can replenish
them, The results are evident

]

in escalating water disputes
that transcend local com-
munities, cities, and even
national borders. Unlike oil,
which has alternatives, water
inirreplaceable. It is the foun-
dation of life, and its deple-
tion would be catastrophic,
However, for decades, water
security has been sidelined in
favor of industrial expan-
sion and urbanisation,
Climate change, unpre-
dictable rainfall, pollution,
and inefficient water manage-
ment have exacerbated the
crisis, Issues such as soil ero-
sion, sedimentation, and
runoff further compound
the problem, pushing the
waorld closer to an ecological
tipping point. Unchecked,
m]::!?:rissispwill lead vo ecosys-
temn collapse, human suffer-
ing, and inevitable conflicts,
India's Water Crisis: A
Nation on the Brink

As one of the fastest urban-
ising nations, India is at the
epicenter of the global water
crisis. Poorly planned urban
expansion has weakened the
country's water security, plac-
the waorld’s

ing it amon,
water-stresse

to drop ter 1,341 cublc meters,
and by 2050, it could decline
further to 1,140 cubic meters-
dangerously close to the
threshald of water scarcity.
Agriculture remains I{u:
largest consumer of water in
India, accounting for 72 per
cent of withdrawals, followed
by municipalities (16 per
cent) and industries (12 per
cent). With a population
exceeding 1.4 billion, more
than 600 million Indians
already face severe water
shortages, affecting their
livelihoods, health and over-
all wellbein,

Solutions for a Sustainable
Future

Ensuring Indias water secu-
rity demands a multi-
pronged strategy. The adop-
tion of modern techniques
like drip irrigation, precision
agriculture, and wastewater
recycling can significantly
reduce water wastage in agri-

CHINESE Al TOOL UNDER SCRUTINY

RASMI RAMJAN RAY

culture and industries.
Rainwater harvesting can
help recharge groundwater
n;rcduccsdcgcnd.cncc on
rapidly depleting reserves.
Efficient infrastructure for
water distribution and stor-
age is essential to minimise
losses and address regional
disparities. Community-led
Initiatives, grassroots aware-
ness campaigns, and educa-
tional programs can foster a
culture of conservation.
Water Conservation: A
National Imperative
Water is fundamental to
economic growth, improved
living standards, and sustain-
ability. Policymakers must
adopt a holistic approach
that integrates water man-
agement with energy and
food security. Equitable
access to clean water and
sanitation is vital for nation-
al progress,
Alinnﬁﬁividual level, small
steps like fixing leaks, using
water-efficient appliances,
and supporting conserva-
tion efforts can create mean-
ingful change. Public aware-
ness campaigns can further
mobilise citizens to embrace
sustainable practices.
(The writer is the CEO of Suez
India; views are personal)

Madam — The Chinese open-source Al
tool model, which was launched just a
year earlier, has turned into a concern-
ing Al tool for the whaole world, Already
three countries, which include Australia,
Italy and Taiwan, have banned the ser-
vices of this Chinese Al tool in their
countries and many other nations, like
France, Belgium, Ireland and the
Netherlands, have raised serious concerns
over the data collection mechanism used
by DeepSeek, There is no doubt of the fact
that today there has been a global race for
developing the improved Al tool on the
lines mchncraliw: Al apps like OpenAl's
ChatGFT. In such a milieu, when US
firms are dominating this Al tool mar-
ket with its services from different brand
layers, like Google's Gemini and
Jdicrosoft Copilot. How can one expect
“hina to be cooking up something Alin
5 backyard to compete with the USA in
this Al market area as well?
Today there is a global buzz for the Al
tools, and it is a gigantic market poten-
tial, which is untapped yet. But some Al
tools are actually keeping ethicality aside
for the sake of their personal profits. Since
this market is still unregulated, there exist
ossibly high chances of data security
ach in the name of services. The way
in which DeepSeck is parking all the data
collected from the users of ditferent coun-
tries in its local Chinese storage centres
made this very Chinese tool come under
the scrutiny radar of global regulators.
Although the Department of Expenditure
under the Finance Ministry of India has
already advised its government officials
to avoid using both ChatGPT and
DeepSeck, posing a confidentiality con-
cern to the government data. It is partic-
ularly important for all of us in general
that we must not use too much of such
Al wols. They pose a high data privac
and dataﬁc:u?{lzlisk. as &cgﬁmrﬁmﬁng
around the whole world are already
claiming, suspecting them. Our data
security is in our hands.
Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

China challenges US tariffs

day after the US imposed a 10 per cent
impart duty an China, China has finally
nocked on the doors of the World Trade
Organisation (WTCD). But thare seems 1o be no
chance of getting justice from there. China has
acpusad tha US of making “bassless and fakse alle-
pations" about its rola in the fantarmyd trad o jus-
tify tariffs on Chinase producks. China said in s
caomplaint that these measures are “discrimina-
bary and protectionist” and violate trade rules. But

GOVT ANNOUNCES Al CENTRE
Madam— Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's Budget 2024 emphasised the
role of Arlificia% Intelligence (Al} in
India’s economic and technological
h. The government has taken sig-
mificant steps to integrate Al across
multiple sectors, aiming to position
India as a global AT hub. One of the key
announcements was the establishment of
a Centre of Excellence for Al which will
drive research, innovation and indust
collaboration. This initiative aligns wit
India’s vision of leveraging Al for devel-
opment in fields such as healthcare, agri-
culture and governance,
The budget also introduced a Fund of
Funads to support Al startups, encourag-
ing investment in Al-driven solutions. By
providing financial backing, the govern-
ment aims to foster entrepreneurship and
strengthen Indias Al ecosystem. With
these initiatives, the government is rein-
forcing Al's role in shaping Indias futare,
ensuring technol icarpmgﬂ:.ﬁ and eco-
nomic growth in the coming years.
Anushka ra | Ujjain

axparts bakeve that the decision is unikely to came
in China’s faveur because the panel that settles
trade dizputes is still unabla to wark. WTO pro-
cedures will give the LS and China 60 days o
resolve their dispute thraugh consultaians, aftar
which China has the right to request a decision
by & panal of judpes.
But the final panal ba settle frade disputes, known
a5 the Appellate Body, i currently urables b func-
tian because the US has refusad to approve the
appointment of new judges to the body. So China
shauld trap Tramp in the: sama tit-for-at trap that
he has created. China has dane just that. It has
announced additional impart duties of 10 ta 15
per centan & Rems imported from the US. China
shauld respond to the US by imposing thess
duties an all goods, just as Mexico and Canada
had tabed about imposing, the fear of which forosd
Trump to pastpone his decissan for a month.
Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

VARUN CHAKRAVARTHY IN ODI SQUAD
Madam — There are no big surprises in
India’s ace spinner Varun Chakravarthy
has been included in the ODI squad for
the three-match series against England.
The myystery spinner obviously deserves
the maiden place in ODI for his out-
standing performance in the five T20s
against England recently.
His tally of 14 wickets in the T20s with
his match winning performances has
come out of absolute commitment to the
team. As Bhagavad Gita’s key message
that ‘do your futy, but do not expect tﬁc
rewards' has proved right in Varuns
inclusion by the reward has come nat-
urally to him for his hard work. To my
knowledge Varun is next to B §
Chandrashekar worthy enough to
address him as a mystery spinner,
Varun deserves all the more a place in
the 1CC Champions Trophy for all his
prowess.,

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

Send your feedback lo:
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BUDGET 2025: ECHOES OF
TRUMP’S ECONOMIC PLAYBOOK

The Budget bears striking similarities to Trump's
economic strategies, particularly in trade and taxation

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

Fm-ml'-!lnlstu Nirmala Sitharaman recently set a new record by
presenting India's budget for the eighth consacutive term. This
year's budget primarily aims to provide tax relief to the Indian
middle class while boosting domestic consumption and investment,
Additionally, it takes into account the evolving geopolitical landscape,
particularly the policies of LIS President Donald Trump, who has returmed
to office. The Modi government's first full Union Budget in its third
term has drawn comparisons to some of Trump's economic strate-
gies. While the economic emvironments of India and the US differ sig-
nificantly, echoas of Trump's first-term policles—especially in trade,
taxation and economic positioning—ara evident in several aspects
of the budget.
Trumgp, in ling with his ign p has new lar-
ilts on countries with whom the LS has rade deficits, targeting China,
Mexico and Canada. However, the latter two have been granted a tem-
porary reprigve due fo ongoing negotiations. India has been cautious-
ly observing these developments, especially as Modi prepares for a
visit to Washington later this month, This year's budget takes a strate-
gic approach, addressing some key concemns regarding US exports
10 India while reinforcing India's domestic economic agenda. One of
lha mast significant awms of the budget is its focus on taxation and
fal Trump's policies in the
fax cuts and

S emp

panigs o repatriate |oos and manufaciuring,

Similarly, India's budget introduces corporate tax reforms and per-
sonal income tax reductions 1o creale a more competitive domestic
business environment, The aim is to atiract multinational corporations
to manufacture in India ralhar than uulsuumnn jobs overseas. The
budget also onomic by p self-
reliance through the Nmanlbhar Bharat" initiative. This allgns with
Trump's "America First” policy, emphasising domestic production, par-
ticularly in defance, technology and enargy sectors, to reduce rellance
on imports and generate employment. However, with Trump threat-
anln\] tariffs on foreign companies that do not relocate manulactur-
ing to the US, India's domestic industrial policies could face

facebook, com/dallypioneer | @TheDallyPioneer | instagram.com/dailyploneer/

Streamline currency and coinage

system to

educe confusion

SLBHASH CHANDRA
AGRAWAL

The circulation of coins in multiple sizes creates considerable confusion.
Implcmcntmg a standardlsud approach to currency would improve efficiency

colns of denominations of rupees one

and two, t'ft-llllu: big confusion
amangst members of the public. One-rupee
coin is in circulation in diameters of 20,22
and 25 mms, while colng in denominations
of rupees two in circulation are 23, 25 and
27 mims, Such nearing or same sizes of coins
in denominations nfrupuu ane and two
cause big confusion. To remove all confu-
sion, the central government should stop
minting two-rupee colns at least for the time
being, Practically only varying sizes of two-
rupee coins create confusion,
The System should be that either coins or
currency notes should only be issued in any
of the denominations. Weights of coins in
denominations of rupees 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20
respectively should be rationalised in round
figures of 3, 4, 6, 8 and 10 gms respective-
Iy. The size of currency notes was changed
after the year 1967 between the years 2016
10 2019 alter a new currency sel was ssued
due to the demonetisation of old currency
notes of rupees 500 and 1000 on 08.11.2016,
Reserve Bank of India (RBL) should ensure
that, currency-size if required to be changed,
may be done in one 'm for notes of all

Prcwmly there are three sizes each in

Additionally, the budget introduces tariffs and duties on select Impml-
ad goods, aiming to shield domestic industries from external com-
petition.

This protectionist approach mimors Trump's frade strategies and rep-
resents India's broader ambition to establish itself as a global man-
ufacturing hub to rival economic powerhouses like China and the US
Another notable parallel is the focus on infrastructure investiment as
a means o ncmomlc stimulation and job creation. Trump's admin-
Istration to spur growth and India's
budget follows a similar path.

Significant funds have been llocabedioho‘mys raiways and m
aiming to I nt and generate y

ularty in rural areas. However, undike Trump's isolationist trade stance,
India remains commitied to fostering strong international relations
The budget reflects a caneful balancing act—pursuing economic sell-
reliance while mai global trade and ties, especial-
ly with the US. While India’s 2025-26 budget is not a direct replica
of Trump's policies, it reflects global trends toward sell-sulliciency
and econurrlc protectionism. The challunw ahead I-es In leveraging
ff while of a glob-

(The writer is & policy analyst, views are personal)

these
alised u:mnrny.

‘With the printing of notes
in denominations of rupees 1 and 10 already
discontinued, the printing of rupees 20
notes should also be discontinued after
coins of this denomination are now popu-
lar in circulation, thus paving the way for
the new smaller-sized currency of rupees
50, 100, 200 and 500 but retaining colours
of these notes same respectively in differ
ent denominations 1o avoid confusion
amongst members of the public
Plastic currency (then for ten rupee notes)
was stated 1o be issued long back by the then
Unlon Minister of State for Finance Namo
Narain Meena on 12,03.2013 in a writlen
reply In Rajya Sabba, But it was never imple
mented. Plastic currency prevailing in sev
eral countries s found successful in increas
ing the lives of currency note manifolds.
Filly-rupee currency notes of !:nu\ may
be issued on an experimental basis. If the
idea becomes successful, then currency
notes of all other denominations can be
Inswed in plastic currenc
These steps will reduce Iﬁ" cost of curren
cy circulation. Smaller packs of 100 coing

PLASTIC
CURRENCY

PREVAILING IN 4

SEVERAL

COUNTRIES IS

FOUND

SUCCESSFUL IN

INCREASING

THE LIVES OF
CURRENCY NOTE

MANIFOLDS,
FIFTY-RUPEE
CURRENCY
NOTES OF

PLASTIC MAY BE

ISSUED ON
AN

EXPERIMENTAL

BASIS

in each denomination should be
always made available in plenty at
all branches of variows private and
public sector hanks and in all post
offices for ease of normal public,

Bigger packs can have twenty small
packs af 100 coins each thus hav-

ing a uniform bigger pack size of

2000 coins in each denomination
rather than as at present in confus-
ing pack sizes of 2000 and 2500
coins, It is observed that even big-
ger bank branches equipped with
currency chests usually do not
have colns of desired denomina-
tions,

Unwanted coins of rupee-two
denominations are however always
. thus making gimmick
popularity of two-rupee coins.
Selling coin-bags of new coins and
also new packs of currency at a pre-
mium should be altogether banned.
These are openly sold at a heavy
premium depending on demand
and supply. Re-introduced one-
rupee note packs of 100 on
(03,2015 never-never reached at
bank-counters for public distribu-
tion, but were always available
right from 06032005 at heavy
premium with pri
new currency. Only very few were
aware that one-rupee notes were re-

fssued an 06,03,2015 after being dis

continued two decades back

Significantly, only one-rupee notes
bear the signature of & secretary

rank officer of the central govern

ment, while notes in all other
denominations bear the signature
of the RBI governor.

One-rupee note was re-issued for
the bureaucratic craze 1o sign these
notes, Even though the printing of
one-rupec notes has since been dis

continued, enguiry should be ini

tiated on the re-issue of these one-
rupee notes on 06.03.2015 with
existing print-stock sold by RBI as
souvenirs In attractive plastic-packs
w0 that government I'IILH than cur

rency dealers may earn as premi

um on one-rupee notes.

e dealers of

(4w

& o

The first silver-alloy commemora-
tive coln with a face-value of rupees

ten in independent India was made
available for the general public at
face-value right Trom the date of
issue on 02.10,1969 on Gandhis
Birth Centenary, Metal value at that
time in silver- ui;'

vy coins used 1o be
e value,

©

er the practice was
ce-value much
less than the prevailing metal value,
For example, silver-alloy commenm-
arative coins issued on 24.12.2018
to mark the bisth-anniversary of
late Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had a face-value of just
rupees 100 whereas the metal value
of the coin even at the time of issue
wis multiple times the face value,
Itshould be ensured that these coins
may be issued on face-value by
making it say rupees 1000 with
metal-value being about half of the
face value of the coin,
However, 1o prevent fake and dupli-
cate coins, these high-value silver-
alloy coins can be packed In tam-
per-proof plastic-packs with serial
nnn}hvr\. Commemorative colns
whenever issued, should be in all
commonly circulated denomina-
tions like rupees one, five, ten and
twenty also so that the occasion
may Ll commemorated by the
masses also through the lssue of
commemorative colns, Official
commemorative gold coins of five
and ten gms with 80 per cent gold
and 20 per cent silver in face val-
ues of rupees 5000 and 10000
respectively can also be issued in
attractive tamperprood plastic packs
with serial numbers.
Only one (say costliest Proof cate
gory) coln-set with all denomina
thons of coins issued on the occa
sion should be simultancously
released for afford coin-collectors
at convenient distribution includ
ing all RBI offices, selected bank
branches (private and public sec
tor), all poliical counters right

[
‘ N

v

from the date of issue rather
through cumbersome procedure of
advance-booking with booking
started much luter after date of issue
of commemorative coins with actu-
al delivery of coin-sets still later at
times after about a year,
Information received under the I
Act reveals that at times com-
memorative coin sets are booked
only in some hundreds,
All such steps will tremendaously
Increase the sale of commemorative
coins and coin-sets thus generating
appreciable revenue-earning since
such high-value coins and coln-sets
never come into clreulation. Firs
ever sale counter for commemaora-
tive sitver-alloy coins was opened
on 20012020 at the office of
Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India l.||11il¢'5
(SPMCIL) at Jawahar Vyapar
Bhawan (Janpath - New Delhi) with
some coin sets put on direct sale
without any advance-boaking,
But just one sale-counter in a big
country with a population of 141
crores is not enough. The sale of
coin sets should also be through
eredit and debit cards, The sale of
round-shaped silver or gold coins
prepared in the private sector
should then be banned 1o further
prevent the manufacture of fake and
duplicate coins, A Division Bench
at Madural of Madras High Count
on 04.02.2021 hadd recommendad
considering printing a photo of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on
currency notes,
An ahogether new series of curren-
y motes should be issued in differ
denominations with a note of
each denomination having a photo
of m\clpn' independence hero who
might have l':l]‘lfk‘l’ before indepen.
dence to avoid political controv
sies. Likewise, photos of differe
dignitaries can be embaossed on
commaonly-circulated coins of dif
ferent denominations.
(The writer is an BTT activist;
views are personal)

India’s Constitution @75: A legacy of collective vision and political evolution

It has been 75 years since India adopted and accepted its Constitution, marklng a hlstorlc milestone in its journey as an independent nation

€ Constituent  bers included N Gopalaswami
Assembly convened for  Ayyangar, Alladi
the first time in  Krishnaswami Ayyar, KM

Munshi, Syed Muhammad
Saadullah, N Madhava Rao,
and T'T Krishnamachari, The
presented its dralt
1948, and after

December 1946, with
Sachidananda Sinha serving as
it interim chairman on
December 9, Shortly after,
Rajendra Prasad wis elected as
the permanent chairman on
December 11, 1946,

The drafting process began on
August 29, 1947, and the final
document came into effect on
January 26, 1950, marking
Ind; ndtion into a sover
elgn, democratic republic.
Upon its adoption, the
Constitution replaced the
Government of India Act,
1935, becoming the fundas
msental governing document of
the nation, The Drafting
Commities, formed on August
29, 1947, was chaired by Dy
B R Ambedkar, Other mem.

extensive
Caonstitution was adopled on
November 26, 1949, Dr
Rajendra Prasad, as the
President of the Constiment
h. signed the final

doe

The mrmhrr. of the
Constituent Assembly were
elected by the Union and State
Legislatures. Prominent lead
ers inchuded Jawaharlal Nehru,
Rajendra Prasad, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr B R
Ambedkar, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, Syama Prasad
Mukherjee, and others. The

K ‘s mnnxmw;n
Assernbly als had representa

thon from varlous communi
tiex: Scheduled Castes, Anglo

Indians,

Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar,
Benegal Narsing Rao,
Munshi, r
Maviankar played crucial rodes,
Women luld“

Sarojini Naidu,
Durgabai

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, and
Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, also
contributed significantly.
‘The Structure and Drafting of
the Constitution The Indian
Constitution conslsts of 25
parts, 12 schedules, 106
amendments, 448 articles, and
117,369 words. Alongside the
English version, an official
Hindi translation exists.
Amendments and Political
Influence: The Constitution
has undergone significant
changes over the yeam. A
nnt-.L!H:.u et fodk place
during Pr Minister Indira
Ciandhi's tenure, Through the
42nd Constitutional
Amendment, the words
“Soclalist” and "Secular” were
inserted into the Preambble.
This amendre i
mh pect of debate, as the orig
Constitution did not con.

Parsis, Christians
Indians), and

gl experts such as

KM

and  Ganesh

prs, including
ansa Mehta,
Deshmukh,

n these

political party rather than the
intent of the
Constitution, A recent case
regarding this amendment
was under deliberation in the
Supremne Court, with Justice
Sanjiv Khanna commenting
Im a8 & concept for
collective welfare. However, the
case was eventually dismissed.

origina

on soch

rms. The amend
ment, introduced by the

proposed. T

most

The repeated amendments 1o
the Constitution, often driven
by paolitical motives, have
rabsed concerns about the dis
tortion of its orlginal frame
work, 5o far, the Constitution
has been amended 105 times,
with .bdnhlm il amendments

yet his contributions u
overlooked. His re
formed the dati

has only made

Constitution .mmg democra
tic nations, In comtrast, the
United States, despite being o
democracy for over 200 years,
amend
ments 1o its Constitution, o
which remains significantly
shorter and less complex.

A Constitution Borrowed
from Many: Unlike countries
such as Britan, lorael and
New Zealand, which func
tion without a written
Constitution and rely on tra
ditions, Indissy Constitution

signature in Tamil by

India’s foundational legal

Incorporates provisions from
multiple sources, including
Britain, Australia, Canada, the
United States, France, and the
Soviet Undon, The legal expernt
BN Rau played a crucial role
In compiling these provisions,

upon
which Dr B R Ambedkar and
the Drafting Commitiee buil
the Constitution
The original manuscript of the
[

itution holds historical
Teance. A replica of this
document includes a unique

Veerapagu, a member of :I\;
Assembly from Thoothubudi
His signature, highlighted in
preverved documents, serves
an o reminder of the diverse
voices that contributed to

Politics and the Constitution
It is essential to recognise that
a Constitution is & foundation-
al governance framework, sep
arate from political parties,
When political entities mod|
fy it o werve their interests, it
original purpose is diluted,
A Constitution must ensul
collective harmony, balanced
by legislative and judicial over-
sight. The debate over secular
ism and socialism remains
muh'ullmm he Constitution
secular in should not be
imnlpu]uuul through selec
tive amendments or political
MC  rhetoric, Instead of distorting
its essence, efforts should focus
on preserving its foundation
al principles lor the benelli of
all citizens.
(The writer is an advocate
andd political activist; views
are personal)

text.
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Trump’s plan to evict 2m to
‘develop’ Gaza outrageous

S Prosident Donald Tramp's suggestion that two million Palestinians in

G hyoandd b fovoed ot of the Gaza Steip and resettled in nelghbouring

Arub countries is prepostorous. Such shepheeding of people out of thelr

domain ks fotally against international law and s nothing but ethaie
elanpaiing the warld cannot ivin counbimmm,

The hn:uu Strip ks no land parcel though whire Immm bl "P” franm {8
madi arent by his background as n real estate mogul, His family
hu-luuu« i now bedng run by his son-in-law Jurred Kushner wha might relish the
prospect of bulkding what Trump belbeves could be akin to the Riviem on Gaza's
waterfrant.

Consider what o great Hierary figure said of the mulnnl Riviera — “A sunny
rlml for shady people.” The very iden |s prepostorous os it assumes the

Palestiniana are o peaple who can be pashed anywhors at llu + will af nations with

pawrful military forces ke the United States or el even I they have been sub-
ﬂlﬂ"ul alrendy b the worst of modern depredatbon with around 40,000 of thin
e thels homes, schools, bosphtals and mosques rnzed 1ot ground by

g,

i sl with such s outlndish assertion of o man's fancy sation i that
Ahare are no takers, ot In Lm:l su davdan which de

e

Conslder what @ 1ot wish to recoive any mare refugees from Lsrseli [ETTERS
m;ﬁm&w ’I‘:ﬂm ilmt:“:‘lq:i:‘unl ?IT:’LI‘I::'?!!};L"#:JI::‘tlal mlnp S S ‘weapon]slng’
o o ¥ ek —. ] l]
Aivora — A ounny 1345 rtidaccptsuchsprcooss il snees EXIT POLL LAUGHS

for shady  count when it comes to makkng s roal estate deal pos-
bl for fhe Trumps.

The Paleatin ians miy hive had thelr land boimbed
aut of shipe fo the extent that most urban lvin
spuces are rubble with the infrastrcture pounded

cloansing and oy of shapo s it bone the brunt of around 16 months
totally against of relentioss bombing and other mu:mr?- nethon, Hut
Iinternational lave, 10 man breathes with his soul so dead that he would

ot any with peide that “this |s my own, my natlve
Land!", net a famous novelist and poet u: it

Closer: home, action on o Tramp policy has coused much hear I1numui|mnm
buteh of Inclinns, whi had tried ll:m'ilh' 1 the U8 by illegal moans, were sent
o o military plane with their feet manscled and hands cuffed. No one tmnhdulxl
nnyhiody who tries o stay as mn (Legal alben nany countey amd this LS does ot dif-
farentiate botwoon nations, be they in Latin Amerkea or elsowhers, from where
poople may have crossed its borders [ognlly

Evon so, It was anly o bit 1 that [ may o the first
104 of them — after spending a fortune in selling awny thede hosses and travelling
ey thie LS s o Lanel of appertunity only to have it shattered upon thele deception
bk umearthid — may Bove expoctod (o bo treated b o hamane way while bekng
daparted. This I8 not to question the right of a soverelgn nrtlon to do as it wishes
with bl aliens e b soll; anly s appoal o thalr instivets higher than baaie to
bt o bt Baemsan e,

Trumg may hwve come back to the White Howse on the back aof o campalgn ag
ainst riskg inflatbon and s unprecedented wave of immbgrants slipplag it the
WS, Hie alma to seeve an Americn Fiest' pollcy which is his right, but it does seam
thit b i wnable bo differentiate botween f-knds and foes when it comes to frade
earfly, Ulegal finmigration, or sven proposing making a real mllt‘l‘fmhmhlﬂluhl
of the Gaga Strip though there I no ehance i m miklion that this will ever happen,

UGC guidelines need a relook

w opposition to the new deaft guidelines of the Unlversity Grants

“omiminsbon (UGC) o the appolntments of Viee-Chancellors in stato

vrsithos. has got stronger with the edueation ministers of six noa
wuled states demnnding its inmedinte withdrawal, A conclive of the ministers
b b Barrgalur om Wisdnesday alsa objoctod to the impasition of the New
Eduentbon Palicy on states,

It § oy venmmdstdontale fuct that th new deaft guidelines are an affvont to the
Icdons of focdoralinm enshicined in the Constituthon wd even naturl justion, The
atate universities are coeatures of the state leglslatures; thelr infrastructure bs
cromted using the money provided by the state budgets and wee run on the
wrants provided by the state governments every vear, Thay are th assots of the
poople of the states coneermad,

T dhraft guidelines, however, soek to undermine the states’ rode in the run-
i of the inkversitios by nn!lulul Iy nlr!%uln; thm of thalr sy n th selec-
thon process of Vice-Chanoellors, t sebection cormmittos of thive members
will bo nominated by the Chanceilor, tho U il e university, with no vep-
wosentation from the state government, l!\u UGC gubdelines say, making a
mockery of the estalilished pre ure for no worthy TSR,

The fisct 18 that the UGC of Bt
procedence over the state's livws an o nméwl which the Constitution !h-mm
}nll: b the State List of the Constitution but was Inter moved to the Concarrent

st The government s misinterproting its power for “the coordination and
cluterm ination of standards in unbvorsities” to ke over thele adminkstration
wvin whibe rogulation of the universithes” remalng on the State List

The states are also concorned with one too many recommandations in the
chraft jpubdelines which do away with soveral establishoed norms with respect to
ligibility for university appolntments, The UGC chalrman s on record saying
that the body will welcome all kinds of opinlons on its proposals, The Union
govarnment must prevadl over the UGE and ensure that the volos of dissent |s
@iven due eonsbderation before [t comes out with the final decument.
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tariffs

: All set to be losers

Indranil Banerjie

ride, tarilfs and
nxen have -
wiys boen huge
Inssed In history,
Thie 1771 Hastan
Tea Party, wheee protest-
g Americans foreibly
dumped 42 chests full of
precious  tea  from an
Srgllsh marchant ship into
e bty harbair, b one of
those  beonbe  histark
avents that shaped the
United States' sconcmic
and political lancscape,
Tha event, & protest aginst
English Mercantilist pali-
cles favourkng the East
Indin Company. wos the
lwwumu af the Amerkean
ar of Independence. It
wan all absout fadr trad,
S two and a half con-
turies after that evant,
another trade war §s in
projreas. This thme, it |s
Amerkea that I firing the
Maveantilist rnl.w-.anIF-
whected Proskdent Donald
Trusp hans winponbsd b
Wis nbmed at sinking
wconammbes thit ane consld-
arnd o bi foodlig the
United States. with cheapor
harmful kmports and aceu-
I!ullﬂllnu massive trade
s | tha proeess,
st theoe targets
Canili_ sl
o The fiest of the
o was slapped with a
blunket 10 per cont import
tarilf while the ather two
wire eovcly it by 26 por cont
htkoes. Not surprisingly, the
Instant effect of the
ANNCENCOMETEE  Wis 0
sharp drop in the curren-
chos of the three countries,
stock market jiters across
the workd, a sharp hike in
thr vl of tha US dallar
and a spike in Zyear US
Troasury yields.
Cancurrently, Asian cur-
rencles meross the bourd
slummped the Indlan
rupes flling below 07 b
the dollar — as did most

stack markts,

1S Prosident  Danald
Trump's tarill threat was
tantmount 0 o hammer
thrown [n the global trad-

and  declare  themselves
capable of takdnge an the
challenge  of  Amerion
trade balligerence. Some
callisd It thie Ix-ﬁ!nn!nu of i
destructive global trade
war that would wreck
warld teads and supply
chakng o take  down
Ty senaries with it
Biat Just wrhens the aiitlook
was beginning o darken
Purthar, President Trump
sprg anathor surpeise by
Upnusing” the tar® hits
agninst  Mestdeo and
Cannda, which happen to
b the two Largest suppllers
to the US economy. The
dhoclsinn comme after Mexioo
e Canadn both declured
they would comply with
M Trump's domand to
crnck down on immigra:
o wrd drug smuggling.
Canacda said 0 would
funed  multmilliondoliar
Initintive to diploy new
tochnology and personnel
ot its borders and eooper-
ate with Washington in
combating argnised
i, fantanyl sugidig
and - money  lundesing,
while Mexico pledgod to
dbapdoy i additiooal 10000
saldieen on it US borders
to plugg [lkegal migration
and dry it o
such I|I‘|l1‘\\||l|1 China was
frartheombng Gl the thme of

riting

Tt wins o st e wpoctac-
ular  first  victory  for
Prosklent Trump. He hid
damonstrated thit his coer-
cive trade poliches could
1|m||!|w| natlons to fall lln
i with US pol als,
whi !nllhnmmm}\l“-ﬂhr
anidl Comada were primar-
Iy to do with mmigration
and national security, In
fact, i hindaight,
Proident Tramp perhiaps
dld not intend to per
nently damage Mo ieo and
Canadn, which are his
country's two Largest tracd-
kg purtners and who have
Lsciaiii Larger apartons b
the US 'E inain
TRREnE s,

Prosident Trump's im-

Tha Chinese are in no
mood to fall and roll
over as did the

prompting speculation.

dlsbelied nnmﬂu
Canadinns,  who  have
always comabdared thile
country 1o be the clasest US
ally wnd bavgest imperter of
me i darvioe,
anucding Prime Minkster
ustin Trudeau termed the
tawtlf blow a great betrayal,
pakiting aut tht liis coun-

vy b badlt thie most s
cossful economie, military
and security partnership
the world hus ever soem,
andl ane that has been the
anvy of the warld,

This sense of betraynl |8
veported to  be  widely
shared by Mr “Trudeau's
countrymen, and while the
tarkff threat has receded for
now, the distrast o the
valationship has net

Even within the U8, and
particularly in - business
chrcles, the trill attack on
Maxico and Canada was
anitiraly unixpescid, ovin
though President Trump
aven before tking office
Haiel thime anc again fhiroat-
aned 1o use tarilfy o boost
local munudscturing o the
US, #op the Mow of
indgrants anel peevent the
antry of ielt drogs, partic-
ubarty the deadly China:
gl fentanyl

Al the e, M ico and
Cannel wore unlikely tar-
pets glven the extent of
ke peanombe integratkon
with the United States. In
[net, the sconomic impoe:
tanee of thisse twa coun-
tries had grown sinee Mr
Trumip's frst stint in office,
His tough stance on curb-
g Chinese {mports had
promgpted hundreds of com-
s, mastly Ammerican,
o &bl thelr operations
from Ching to nelghlour-
Ilﬂ Mexbeo niwd Canada,

A @ resule, manuficiur-
Ingy supply chining Iu!us'urp
Inretracabily intertwined in
North  Ameriea  and
Maxico,  Damaging this

Canac bt abso the United
Stabies. Moreover, these twa
countries have also grown
into two of the lugest
Imparters  of  American
products, ranging  from
amnge julce to motorcy:
eles. According to one esti-
mito, Cannda bgys mare
American luuxln than
Chinn, .hlr ani
Germany combined

While Fresident Trump
it hove wsed tariifs in
the cose of Mexkeo and
Canndi mose is an nstro-
ment of coirclon than a
Tange-term pusishiment, the
s does nol ippear to bi
ha case with China, which
rosponled coldly o the tar-
HE announcement  that
were anthekpated and did
mot in the event prove as
gy i I hunid Dy Tl
The Chinese are in no
o fo Bl prd ol over ns
did the Mexlean  and
Conacinns. Rather, Beljing
aade it clear i would glve
Backe a8 good as it goi. For
atarters, It hos imposed tar
s wangiing between 1 and
15 por cont on selected U5
Imparts and - threntaned
sancthns on Googhe for
monapelistic  practiees.
However, Heldng's tarifls
ware muted, wulmﬂllm
analysts
China s ImIILmIm It In
willing 0 negotinte,
Washington might just do
it aned eut bick on the 10
]m' cont across thie board
i,

Hevwiver, it ks unlikely
that President  Trump's
Inrger, avowed  aim of
uslnng trode, tnelfl and
threats to further U8
national interests b gokng
o bes werapped any Hine in
the near future. I any-
thkng, the world s waitis
1o see what kind al tariffs
bt ml?ﬂ Impose on Europe
and the Hrics nations he
has already throatened to
punish

Marcantilism, o notion
accarding to which govern:
medis use thedr economies

particubarly trade — to
augment seue power at the
wpense of others, his long
provisd to be a filse propo-
sltlon even 1f todoy its
lessons. have been forgot
ton, The world can only
wrow poaver If this zero-
sum gme s pursued with
Trumplan feryour,

Thar wreiti is st
fndependent comimeniator
it palitheal amd security
Iusios

Every election brings in
humaour in the shape of
axit polls. The Delhl elec-
tion this week is no differ-
ant. In every single elec-
tion we have several so-
called psephologists who
spout data based on sur-
veys and hold forth on
who will win and whao will
lose, And when the
results come out way dif-
ferent from their predic-
tions, these wonderful
experts waste no time in
tweaking their data. And
we have some thespians
amaong these worthies
who dance in the news
studios when they are
right and sob uncontrol-
lably when their predic-
tions are far from reality.
Their antics are matched
anly by astrologers.

C.K. Subramaniam

Navi Mumbai

DELHI DECIDES

‘THE ELECTION results in Delhi have
st the nsthon talking, As the national
copltal, what Ilufamlr i iedbud b fur
reaching  bmplieations.  However,
what deses this suteoms hald for thie
ordinary Delibe? Will the new gov-
wrnment focus on adfordable howsing,
velkible public tranapart, and quality
aducation? Or will it spend s time
nduliglng i some grand projcts te
bunedlt m sedect fow? WL the new gov-
arnment rise to the challenge, ar will
it suceumb o the pressures of poli-
thew? Only time will tell,

Bharti

Anahu
Hegusaral, Bihar

AMERICA, BE KIND

LIFE 18 unpredactabibe, These whio ono
balieved they would never need the
hedp of athers con find themselves at
the mevey of these whom they onos
dspisod and wanted no part of, This i
e of individuals as well 08 natlons,
On o individual bevel, this has hap
pomid very often. A midnight emar
|T1 has the kndividual knocking at
i dooe af thedr nelghbour who was
constantly  belng  troubled  and
harssed by them, America ot present
sonma to bo all powerfuld, but things can
chiinge withoit any wirnlng, ln the
mavie 3003 samething lke an lee Age
was seen in Amerien who begged
Mislen which wis worm o open its
bovders. While Americn has got every
vight to depart the Dlegals, it could be
dane with  lith more humility and

comeem for 1Ih'1l-|'1m|'1u'n.
Henrlques

Mumbai

3011304, g system, prompting  position aof steep taci  comples web of interlinked
oave, 0 Yoeh v, Livsdon, 5111 H1) world Jonders o ghed up ngainst Canada n particy-  business processes would
thelr nationallstle lodns  lar had been greeded with — ned just haem Mesieo and
ks Mishea is back in the spotlight The  the State Palice Houskog and Wkl Corporation Wlum s, bt thee babus decide when
AT leed Ol sl government mn‘:&m mmw Hardly, Many W Many saw it ns n stratoglc mhum the light of day.
thie retired 15 officer a an adviser o CM move by the Pataalk nt 1o block his Nour. 1] ﬂ‘ll [ hslpl.m acknowledgement
: Mohan Charan Majhl — with Cabinet lppnlnlmmn.mod i high court lnter threw bl contlnue o witkd power across pol.llleuld.lt
]'}|||p Cherian vank, ne less. That's n big deal, not for M out the case in 2015, calling out the state govern: muallml‘ Ur wis this n velled compliment to
vl Ak Mishra but also for Ocisha's politieal lndseape, mml‘nrllml nul\'lln burenueracy for s due dil — g
Mr Mishra's careor huwmhl hul mdl Now, a tor, Mr Mishra's palitieal that noﬂlmuunml without g thoroughly
Dilli Kﬂ Illbll nury, When the Narendra Modi I.mlhm o lo b taking off in earnest, His ap- mlnlnﬂ" Ilhnr\mr |hnmmln |l clonr: No
JOVETTTI
Lo power in 2014, I:wmulmnm klnul\lmu pokntment as CM's sdvisor I8 not just about ad- mmr pow at |t
the directar | of the CRPF, India's bargost mlnllnilmempnrm it's a statemant. The BJP 1 pace, Fo hnplnfrm'qmlmr ml.lni'.
paramilitary . Aftor patlremaent, hecontintied wonscnil s, and Mr ﬂll.lhuhnl.ccmot“ﬂn%
hhlnmmnlmawmumlmumﬂ Mllhrn'l m-nmrylnlocidm puwnreinlnl sl fibo I8 stuck in processing”, This also g hhmn
u

home

Prakash Mishra
makes comeback &

E
E

lbnul
Udblu'

RETVECIE,

gunrds, civil defence and fire
lmnlunl.ls' ln ]nlmd. the BIP, making his paliti-
nulmmuhrl'u Ian’t just abaout his rln.
b ol e i

hm |hmd||.of
min Imer\lnen hlmlmh Idm, However,

from cast-off cop BRI ST SRS

o of the country's
irector, Insi

to CM’s adviser

igtlarsce dopartimen

mast coveted jobs
dors belbove ho wis the Modl gove

ment's top plek to replace llshlhhhul IIIII
his mg‘;’\en u'nlnlnq tmmm an o ;
W Vi

In 2014, wmwmuhmlnmmllnmn

mnmn I‘nr the CHI
L R Wﬂﬂl
financial

larities rmm |||.l nnunu

mals a shift in the stabe's political dynamics. This
1 ha'lrnr,lm the cop who took an the system

‘WHEN BABUS HOLD THE REINS
I.Jnlnn finunce mlnlmr Nl.rml.ll Sitharaman's

11t nelimbsadon ra 19‘1 question; Whao
mlls‘ calls the nnn in Indl gwemlnen — the
aloctod rrment o the buareaucratic machin
ary? n she mnlml that I'rlmn Mmlmr
Naversdrn Modk wies Keen on tax vellef but bureau:
crathe |1nwd things down, it sounded
Tosn ko o slople statement and more ke an
unlnmnmml.ml.lwchnck

P was very cloar that

hnwinnwﬂnmlhlnn B0, the more work that
wan noeded, was needed for cnnvln:lnq he
baurd..." Translation: The palitical leadership

I reality — mlllbchnl can set the

vislon, bmlnlhnhu ho I.d.n-lmv
(oF W So. nit i 4 ol

chlnnmll ikt uklmmmm dml]ulll

i poditical leadership—follow the paper frall,

HIMACHAL'S

Himachal Prodesh cl lnd' mL'nlwr Sukhvindor
Sl.nlh Hukhu hag lll.md |hnﬁtwllh his docislan
hl.l fha {nduct P8 offlcors
Ino the st meldn. Hl.lloclc?wl.lmpnpuhlmnt
Tohld\nlwmmlm Isa.:luAsm ;Muldbn
o than e He'nal a reducthon in

Ikl Farest Service (1FS) nﬂuu

mnstorstroke. Well, not averyone bs co nvhmd

Opposttion Jeader Jai Ram Thikur has already
ulmn n mlnw;lll.ln' It  governance fullure in
argrment against Mr Sukhu's

move ks strakghtforward, fewer offioors means an
Incronsed warklond, v docksion maling, and
porterstial adminlstritive nhm The bureaucracy,
after all, 18 the backbane of governance, and trin:
ming it M\vn could crente move botthenecks than

But Mr Sukhu 't just phth umbers
g, His move bs part of o k cut
Hi, ks part of oﬂbﬂ to
oonts and stranmling nmmngmlﬂ e
UOCOARIEY ot I3 ¥
mlrl{lndmwpnm doc pl.oon Lnln
ara whore atate finances wra Atrecho
Inestoond of ensdlensly expanding the wmucrmc
mulll.mgmlho mmml I8 shgnaling a shift

The real quumn I.s wm this netually lod o
bettor governanos, o will it backfie by averload-
the nnlltmLW]Mla'l babs mnhm!

;“nnwn for thelr Imhmlngm
W an fewer om:.'m
ml”.nfllll craati mhnr layor of dalays. On the

:‘Il:pllﬂn lrdcm rfamu Jonner, more munuhln
bawremuc - changer,

b For now,
wsuhmmh-m mmm hldl

stnkes axporiment.

Laove them, hate them fgnoee then at sational
porl, is the haba gumantos and Dillp's beliof,
Share signifleant babo
il

tanialrotmad com,
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US decision on G20: message for ICJ, diplomacy test for India

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

SIDHARTH RAIMEDHI

LIS SECRETARY of State Marco Rubio sald on
Thursclay that he would not attend the G20
foreign ministers' meet n:]uhuumhumhr-

Court of Justice (IC]). As international sup-
port Borthe case has increased, so has tve tus-
sle between South Africa (and its allies), and
Iseae] and American public figures (such as
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham ) who
hawe sought to undermine the K.

On January 31, South Africa and Malaysia
announced a campalgn to protect the rulings
o the IC) and Intermational Crirminal Couwrt (KC)
Inthe face of alleged “stempes by US Congress
tes hit the ICC :hnnuhlimmufwm:m".:\
nine-nation “Hagee Group” was formed un-
der South Mmu Ira:lmlup m delend the

cause South Al “loing
Presicent Donald | I'nm:h.wﬁn Im:l:lm
“South Africais confiscating land”, and treat-
ing “certain classes of people VERY BADLY".
Neifther Trump nor Rubio have proviced
detalls, 5o what has provoked the attack on
South Africa?

IC] case against Israel

Rubdo's post on X can be understood in
the context of South Africa’s ongedng geno-
clede case against lsrael at the International

rightsol Pal against
violations of intemnational Lml:yl\rarl.

Targeting Hague courts

The first Trump administration ( 2017-21)
impased sweeping sanctions on the 1CC and
Its officlals — a decision that was reversed by
thejoe
the ICC investigation into Russian war crimes
InUkraine. However, this support sulfered af-
ter the 1CC said it would seek arest warrants
agalnst the leaders of both lsmel and Hamas,

[FWYTE] CLIMATE|

HOW THE CLIMATE CRISISIS
INTENSIFYING MARINE HEATWAVES

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, FEBRLIARY &

THE MARINE heatwaves (MHWs) linked
1o the death of more than 30,000 fish off
the coastal Western Australia in January
were made up to 100 times more proba-
ble due to climate change, a new analy-
sis sald, The MHWS began in September
2024 andl are still ongoing in the region,
The analysis was carried out by the
o pmﬂlf.llmalrtcntr.ﬂ |I-||m!h1|!|l|ll.‘
severity of the MHWSs is |

Marine heatwaves can lead to coral
bleaching feuers

sea surface emperatures (S5T) in m:mr
areas touched 2 degrees Celsius or more
above average for this ime of the year.
The current MHWS are the second-
‘worst in Western Australia’s recorded
history, The region sane its most intense
MHWs during the summer of 2000-11,

creased the global mean S5T by close to
019 degrees Celsius since then, with arise
of around 0.6 degrees Celsius over the kst
Tour decackes, according to the Copernicus
Climate Change Service.

That is why coastal Western Australia

has been witnessing a spike in MHWs

‘What are marine heatwaves?
Mn.\rinr]w.umw oceurs when the
surface region
of the sea rises to 3 or 4 :Irwrrtmlalm
above the werage temperature for at least
five days. MHWs can last for weeks,
manthsor evenyears, according to thells

anel their intensity.

LTSS

The situation will likely

Soon after Trump's re-ebection, lsrael's
Ambassaclor to the UN Daney Dandn sald
that the outcome "presents an opportunity
to neutralise the cases against lsrael inthe
International Criminal Court and the
International Court of Justice...",

The 1CC and IC] are both international tri-
bunals seated in The Hague, Nethedands. The
1CC, established pursuant tothe Rome Statute
of 2002, has the jurisdiction o prosecute indi-
widuals for serious International crimes such
as genocice, war crimes, and crimes against
hurmanity. The IC] is an organ of the United
Natdons that hears dispastes between states,

G20's uncertain future
Rubio's tweet, while aimed more at Sowth
Alrica, the current president of G20, ralses

wihich bed to both contestations and isola-

agreater say in m. nance yapproach
tianon many Issuet.I!rw.lwuwsslulanal- —t mmllm made N:r.\ m:m.:ln:ln.\ mmhalwl.:r:\wm.mmkklwlll 150, the
i Given 1 o the Russla- 't ivie ~ bath for G20 and for

vering, in 2017, th
trade to " reciprocal trad
wiews an internationa
nent trade war against China,

With its more radical and aggressive
agenda, it is not certain that Trump 2.0 will
necessarily value the role of G20, and will
wrk towards bullding relationships of co-

Ukraine war. .unu the rivalry wllh(hllﬂ. the
Biden White House was fully supportive of
Mew Delhi's G20 presidency in 2023, and of
its leadership of the Global South, This en-

sitianed consensus- :Iflvl:u]:ndmc;l'l.w;m
:hc( labal North and Global South, with re-

P anel support within th

View from New Delhi

In recent years, India has conveyed that
Eroupings such as the G20may be more suit-
able than organisations such as the UN for
solving ﬂ:mpleu global h.\llelun'a

Mips of trust on both sides.

The palicy priorities of Trump 20 appear
markedly different from thatof the Biden ad -
ministration, This s where the acimony be-
tween the LIS and South Africa could have
unanticipated implications for the G20, Inthe
WOrsE-case mnalkml:hctr'mllwr\lm:plng

Irchs .pmu I
C i

guestions about the Trump 15
commitment ta the multilateral organisa-
ton itsell, The G20 foreign ministers’ meet-
I I8 seheduled for February 20 .m:l the
Leaders' Summit for Novermber

During his first term, Trump ptuhﬂl his
“America First" policies strongly at G20,

AMITABH SINHA

IN THE last year or so, India has signalled a
sulbstle but important shift inthe way it views
the climate crisis and how it wants to deal
with it The country has questioned the "ex-
cessive preaccupation” of the intemational
climate regime to achleve aspecific temper-
ature goal and argued that for developing

the world The 2018 study sald the cur-
rent number of MHWS was projected to
Increase on average by a factor of 16 for
hobal warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius and
Iy a factor of 23 For global warming of 2.0

government agency Mational Oceandeand. — degrees Celsius,
Armaspheric Administration [ NOAA).
In the past few decades, MHWs have  What is their impact?

become longer-lasting, maore freguent,
and intense, according to a 2008 study,
published in the journal Natwre,

A 2021 repart by the International
Uil fer Conservation of Nature| IUCH )
sabd MHWS had increased by 500 over
the past decade, last longer and were
TN SEVETE NOW,

Why havee MHWS intensifled?

The primary reason i the climate cri-
sis, As ghobal temperatures have soared
to 1.3 degrees Celsius above the pre-in-
dustrial levels, 0% of the extra heat has
been absorbed by the ocean, This has in-

YOUR G0-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

MHWSs can be devastating for marine

life, For example, the 2010-11 MHWS in
‘Westen Mustralia caused large-scale fish
kills — the suddenand unexpected death of
arquatic animalsever ashort period within
an area, It also destroyed kelp forests that
usmsally grow in cooker waters and provide
habitat and food for marine animals.

Instances of coral bleaching, which

can make corals more vilnerable o life-
threatening diseases, also heighten due
1o MHWs, Thousands of marine animals
depend on coral reefs for survival and
darmage to corals could, in turn, threaten
their existence,
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like iself, adaptation must take
precedence over mﬁumu emlaslum

Inddia has al
nomic growth s the [Hry e — ajulnsil. cli-
mate change for developing countries.
Therefore, restrictions that constrain eco-
nomic growth, such as curbs on the use of
coal togenerate electricity, are unacceptable,

These arguments themselves are not
new, However, thiey are belng made empliat-
Ically and with far greater clarity than belore.
This indicates an attermpt by India to create
space for greater flexibality in exercising its
options on climate actions, It also provides
the intellectual framewvork for the choices
the eountry wants to make in this regard,

Slow progress on mitigation

The shift inIndia's emphasis seems o be
prompted by a reassessment of ground re-
alities, The world is nowhere close to meet-
Ingg s emissions reduction tangets for 2030
ar. Jtu’uﬂucI.I:Ixu.uwnldmrlynn:lwmrl of
the develor I fe
shons are still on the rise,

There is, thus, very little incentive for a
developing country such as India to allocate
resensrces lor mitigation efforts. Appreclalbile
bemefits of mitigation accrue only when the
world asa whole reduces emdssions by a sig-
nificant amount, Also, these benefits are ot
witnessed immediately as ghobal warming
Is canssee] ot by the amount of greenhouse
pases belmgemitted, but by their concentra-
o in the atmosphere over time,

the rising \:.mnul( 20, and from India’s own
position within the groupng in recent years.
For India, the UN Security Council repre-
sents an outdated system based on the in-
terests of thevictors of World War L The G20,
anthe ather hand, gave emerging ecconomies

G200 South Africa or pulling out alteg
:hr;unuplnuw:ul:lbeunqu":umwmk-
eneel. More worrylngly, it coubd come under
greater Russo-Chinese sway and influence,
I|.u| Ilmu:\lmmuulu.llmbnnmzn-
ingUs
subsequent nr:ull.ull:m.i an:lu:mpmnum.
In this scenario, South Africa would be ex-

India’s repositioning on climate

India has argued that developing nations like itself should focus more on adaptation to tackle climate crisis. It
wants to decide the pace of energy transition on its own terms without moving away from decarbonisation,

ENeTRY. P

ehange ean be a better utilisation of limited
resources. Toa large extent, resilience s often
afactor of prosperity. This nwﬁ“mln has
argued that development ks the best shielkd
against the climate crisls,

The Econamic Survey for 2024-25, re-
leased last week, asserted that India must
first strive to attain developed country pa-

nebogies. Its emissions have still not peaked,
However, ance they do, possibly in the next
couple of years, and China decides to start re-
ducing emissions, it can shift to cleaner
sources of energy much faster than any other
country has so far managed to do,

Climate a,ction on hal:ll burner

rameters by 2047 wsing availabl
and only then focus on achieving the nel zem
ol by 2070, This Is significant as it can lib-
erate India from the dilemma of carrying out
aggressive decarbonisation while pursuing
rapid economic growth,

Ina sense, the Economic Survey is recom-
mending that India follow the Chinese ex-
ample. China has unreservedly prioritised
economic growth and industrialization with-
out bothering about its emissions, which
have grown four tmes from the mid-1990s,
Thiswas alsowhen the international cimate
regime was established, The rapld economic
groneth has not just browght prosperity but
also allowed LTI:I\.IIﬂl!llﬂ:lh\ml!l]lllﬁ Ih.ll

TComes
atatimewhen the international atentionon
climate action has tapered off a bit, despiie
2023 and 2024 setting back-to-back temper-
ature records. Major events such as armed
conflicts and technology wars have diverted
the focus away from the climate erisis,

There has also been agrowing frustration,
especially among developing countries, with
the Inability of the international climate
regime to deliver desired resulis. The mea-
gre financlal package agreed toat the COP29
conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, last year has
eroded the trust of developing countries in
this intermational process. They do not see
:hclrmnmnahnm: addressed adecuately,

will enabsle it bo decarboni

log mun:rle\hmmn fulfilbed their

ably anyone else, The country now h.r. the
anxl

b T ——

have | ey

anthe other hand, offe

meeting thelr

mediate and local benefits. Bullding up re-
sillence against the impacts of climate

I.hc bnu:m production and manufacturing
base for clean energy resources and tech-

financial obigations as well,
LIS President Donald Trump's immediate

India’sinterestsinit = would be less serious,
ForIndia, there would be another concem,
The Trump administration’s ambivalence (i
ot antipathy r i
complicate India's Global South-related diplo-
macy. India's bridging power remains salicnt
when the LIS-led West perceives such a role
Envourabsty, But under a transactional leader-
shipand administration, India's role and vahee
a4 leader of the Global South may not neces-
sarily be apparent to the White House,
India's challenge will be te make the right
chadces as the LIS, its strategic pantner, locks
horns with its traditional friends in the Global
South — with uncertain bargains and out-

comes,
Sicharth Rairmedin & a Fellow at the
Connell for Strategic and Defence Research
(CSDRL New Dvelhi

LONGER VERSION ON
Indlanexpress.com/explained

withdrawval from the Paris Agreement after
assuming office in January 2025, and his de-
cishons to produce more fossil fuels, have
browght acertain inevitability to the climate
crisls going out of control

For India, this means less pressure on is-
sues such ascoal phase-down, When coun-
tricswith il
and capabilities ha\lr made energy choloes
Irrespective of their impact on the climate
crisis, Incia cannot be blamed for exercising
similar options in its national interest,

Unique trajectory
However, all this does not mean aban-
doning decarbonisation altogether, India's
economic growth would still have to happen
on low-carbon pathways, otherwise, there
mlmlskullwnulrﬂ out In the rac rlu.ulu:pl
The

[mnull u:l:lwrlsmm country |:.1r.unrma
cannot be delinked from the clean energy
transition, The two would reinforce cach
ather and have to happen simultaneously.
Currently, India only seems to be assert-
Ing that the chedces ol kow-carbon develop-
ment, and the pace of energy transition,
should be deelded by itsell and not dictated
by others, While that is a falr and reasonable
ask, it is more on India than the rest of the
\-wrrl:l ey make this happen, For example, If
if 1 anel technology
ulalv:lunlr.ulmrw are not scaled up sig-
nificantly, India will continue t remain de-
pendent on forelgn supply chalns, The coun-
ery woulbd also not be in a position to make
independent chedees on energy transition.
That s why the policy push to develop n-
digenouws small modular nuclear reactors
(SMRs), for example, is so critical. Inia has
been rather slow in ramping up its nuclear
energy capacities, The India-US chvil nuclear
deal and the special waiver at the Nuclear
Suppliers Growp should have enabled a rapid
nsion of the nuclear power sector, That
did not happen for avariety of reasons. Now,
the SMEs offer a fresh opportunity to do so,
But nuclear power s only one part of the
pazzle. Even if the ambitious target of 100
GW of nuclear energy by 2047 is met, it
wold form less than 10 per cent of India's
total electricity nstalled capacity. Every other
clean energy option — solar, wine, and hy-
drogen —would need to be pursued aggres-
shvely over the next two decades for Indla to
succeed in s climate objectives,

Legacy of the Aga Khan IV, philanthropist and leader of the Nizari Ismailis

ARJUN
NEW DELHI. FEBRLIARY B

PRINCE KARIM al-Husseini, who was the
Aga Khan IV, died in Lishon on Tuesday. He
wis B

Considered to be a direct descendant of
the Prophet Muhammad though his daugh-
terFatima and son-In-lnw All, the Aga Khan s

neither biranch is a monalith,

Amang the Shias, for instance, there are
three main denominations: the Twelvers,
the lsmailis, and the Zaydis. All three trace
the descent of Muhammad through achain
o Irnams or relighous teachers, but they dif-
fer in the specifics of what the line of de-
mnlmmprlm

MMrSu.\&lhelxmﬂollhmdmm

the I of the Nizaei sl Shias, and hokds

Twelver, Sevener, Fiver Shias

By the time of the Prophet's death in 632
CE, Islam had taken hold over much of
Arabia, His clemise sparked a battle of suc-
cession, and split the community.

Some argued that leadership should be
awiarded only to qualified individuals, while
others insisted that it be passed solely
throwugh Muhammad's bloodline, The for-
meT group went on o become the Sunnis,
while the latter became the Shias,

'I'Imwa m.un branches of Islam differ
ine, law,

ally
ritual, and Mlgmusnmnlmlw Hewwever,

v 0% of the total Shia pop-
uumhllaw.lllned 12 divinely-ordained
Imams, with the l21h|ml’u1lwumlmdal-
Mahdi alive

The lsmailis or Sevener Shias concur
with the Twelvers till the sixth Imam, after
which the two lines split,

The Zaydis or Fiver Shias split from the
other lines after the first four Imams,

Nizari Ismailis & the Aga Khan

Among the lsmailis, there are twe more
subsects — the Nizari Ismailis and the
Davooci Bohras, The fundarmental differ-

while the Nezaristrace the Prophet's here-
itary descent all the way to the Khans,
the Dawoodi Bohras recognise direct de-

seentonly tll the 18th Imam, ane follow to-
dary a line of Dais whao are representatives
of the concealed Imam,

The title of Aga Khan was

his grandson as his successor, bypassing
bath his sons.
H:wn:lt: “Inview ol the mndanv:nmly
tered inthe

Hasan Ali Shah, the 46th Imam of Nizari
Ismailis by the Irankan king Fath-Ali Shah
Q,\I.lrln:lu' N:hu‘m ury,

fatomic s lamcon-
ulmd that it is in the best interests of the

Mizari Ismaili commanity that | should be

Today, the b
across more than 30 countries, alllmugh
maost trace their origin o
Persia or the Indian subconti-
nent. They are not a magority
cmmnunnyln.\lwhcalm

i

| CULTURE

by a young man who has been
brought up and developed during recent
years and In the midst of the

new age.."
And bring a modern out-
look Prince Karim did.

g deal with the

Portuguese government in 2015, the Aga
Khan IV declared Lisbon as the ghobal seat
of the Nizari Imamate,

‘Imam of the Atomic Age’

Born in Geneva in 1936, Prince Karim
was the eldest son of Prince Aly Khan and
i tlary o S Sl bam M atas o d ety

thegr Sir
or the Aga Khan IIL After growing up in
Nairobi and Switzerland, he went to
Harvard to get a degree in Islamic history.
Prince Karim's grancfather passed away
in 1957, In his will, the Aga Khan 1l named

The “Imam of the Momic
Age”, s someof his followe s like to call him,
became a transcendent figure. As the British
magazine Tatker wrote in its obituary: “Few
peaple bridged so many divides — between
the spiritual and the materlal; East anc West;
Muslim ane Christian — as gracefully as he
liel.”

Spiritual leader with taste

The Aga Khan was a man who apprec-
ated the good things in life, He inhabited a
workd of luxury superyachts and private
Jets, hac a particular penchant for thomugh-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

lsred horses, and even ewned a privite is-
land in the Bahamas.

He moved with people from the high-
est echelons of society, and if not for his ti-
tle, might have enjoyed global renown asa
venture capitalist alone,

Yet, he was lhl‘ spiritual Inderofhln
fhock, and
navigate crisis .\m.-rcrlals In the 20th and
213t centuries, *from the end of the Cold
War, the end of colonialism in Africa and
communism in Central Asia, and the con-
tinusous turmadl in the Middle East, where
militant Sunni|s].. brand the modi

$1 billion, it warles in some 30 countries

“The engagement of the Imamat in de-
velopment is guided by Islamic ethics,
which briclge fith and society. It is on this
premise that | established the Aga Khan
Development Network," he sald at a sym-
posium in 2004,

Among the most prominent entities
that are a part of this network — and per-
haps a reason why many In India and es-
Ru'l.\lly Delhi, are familiar with the

han's name = is the Aga Khan Trust for
Culture,

Innulll.\n.\pom.ucs. ‘.I'hmr‘;ol:lm.\ry sakd,
note

“impart a i
drru.mdlnf.o(llw dlw.'nu' cullums af the
15t

expect
from everyday lfe," the Aga mmomeldd
Viamity Fair. "0On the contrary, he's expected
1o protect his community and contribute to
thelr quality of life.”

Aga Khan, the philanthropist
The Aga Khan Development Metwork,
tlw.- M.\ Kl\.m 5 m.un |:h|l.|lutm|:lcnra.m

Inv..«lw.mnn..md ruralmnnmlcdrvelnp
mient. With an anmual budget of more than

\the
artists and musicians, renovate and refur-
bish Important monuments, and leep alive
traditions of art and culture across the
Islarnic world,
.ﬂcmndlnsu: its Wh!lll‘ 1Iu' Trunl

restoration and ml l.\llnallnn of the
Humayun's Tomb Complex, Including its
gardens and the nelghbouring Nizamucdin
area, along with the rehabilitation of
Sunder Nursery in Delhi,
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No country for
illegal migrants

Deportation of illegal migrants is a pointer to
new nativist politics that is hostile to migration

¢ deportation of illegal migrants from the

United States (US) has been expected ever since

Trump 2.0 began. Thousands of people have

been rounded by the Trump administration and
the illegal migrants dispatched to their homelands in
military aircraft. The arrival of 104 Indians in Amritsar
ina US military plane has triggered criticism and a
debate in Parliament. Harrowing as thedr narvatives
may be, it's hard toignore the fact that these people
knowingly violated the law to enter another country,
with some hoping to claim asylum on the strength of
fraudulent claims of persecution back home. And it is
hard toignore the fact that many took perilous routes o
reach the US, paying small fortunes to traffickers.

New Delhil has little choice but toaccept these
deportess — between 2009 and January 2025, the
1S sent back nearly 15,700 Indian nationals, US
department of homeland security estimates suggest
some 18,000 Indians are residing ilegally in the US
while a Pew Research Center report put the number at
725,000 in 2022, As external affairs minister
SJaishankar stated in Parliament all nations are obliged
tortake back their nationals found illegally ving abroad,
memﬁvmmﬂmmmw&mmmh

ints and saic New Delhi would
mnhluuphum!dul that this has been partof the
standard operating proced ures of the US Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) authorities since 2012,

Anti-immigrant sentiment is on the rise in the western
workl. Even legal vehicles of
are under threat. Globalisation created an enabling
climate for migration to the developed world, even
though the West was always ambiguous about frecing
up the labour market to immigrants, Yed, the rise of
liberal politics after the Cold War and the economic
opportunities that came with globalisation facilitated
migrations from Asia, Africa and South America to
Europe and North America. That phase seems to be
drawing to a close, Most countries are witnessing a rise
of nationalist sentiments that defer to nativism and even
xenophobla. Glven this, the fact that countries are
cracking down on illegal immigrants 't surprising.

In Trackia, migration is influenced by historical and
cultural factors including aspirations that influence
YOUNG e to go Wst, ri: ton The
deportation mgttsmllh:m-a chilling effect on potential
migrants exploring “dunk’™ routes and, hopefully,
prevent people from paying huge sums t touts and
risk the law on foreign shores. As Jaishankar told
Parliament. the government needs to target the illegal
migration industry. But it woukl also help if it addressed
the root causes of the economic distress that pushes
some to seek better pastures, even if this is done {llegally,

S]Ippll‘lﬁ on climate
crisis challenges

scatastrophic warming of the planet now an
h'mrimhiljl}f.’.'\nmsruwm IheJoumul Environment:
d Policy for

suggests so. Former Nasa climate sdmu.stand now
Columbia University professor James Hansen, who is
widely eredited with pushing the term “global warming”
from academic literature into the US and thereby global
political lexicon, is among the authors. Hansen and his
eo-auithors say that the Earth s more sensitive to
warming from the emission of greenhouse gases
(GHGs) than enrlier believed and that the “2 degrees
Celsius goal is dead”. This goal refers to scientific
consensus on the threshold for warming above pre-
industrial temperntures beyond which the worst of the
climate crisis —such as the collapse of major ocean
circulation systems and the abrupt melting of the
northern permafrost — will occur, The Paris Agreement
abms to limit warming well below this threshold, withan
ambition of containing it within 15 degrees Celsius,

Some experts —Valerie Masson-Delmotte, a former
top UN climate panel scientist among them — are
sceptical about such a bleak assessment. But, for policy,
the debate should only underscore how fast the world is
slipping on climate action. Science and signs from
nature, both point to the inadequacy of action so far:
Last year was not only the hottest on recond, but italso
marked the breach of the L5 degrees Celsius warming.
cap, Contesting assessments of how much of a window
we have must only the global cc 1o
do much more than has been done and ata much faster

States must reorient
policies and priorities

to disincentivise illegal
immigration by creating
educational and
employment options

at home

o decaddes, North America

has been the promised

land for Punjabl immi-

PGS — AN ANKious gete-

way to prosperity and o

beteer life. Famiies in Pun-
Jabyhave invested generations of say-
Ings to send thelr young abroad.
often through legal channels, but
sometimes through dangerous and
exploitative back doors. The dream
wias simple: A better future, a stable
life, and economic success. However,
the gamie has changed.

When Donald Trumg entered the
White House for a second term, his
stringent Immigration policies sent
shock waves through Immigramt

unedocumented Indians, with 17 940

under “Tinal nemaval orders”. making

them subject to deportation,
Cannda hu! lorig becn seen s the

In US deportations, an
opportunity, a warning

Jab's agrarion econosmy has feced sig-
nificant challenges, inchading declin-
1|| farm incomes and increasing

t among farmers, A 2021 survey

sofier, Ariendly
nlwmmlvv to the United States (US),
Trudeau championed an inclusive,
progressive approach o immigra-
tiom, bolstering the confidence of
thousands who looked to the Great
White North as thelr new horme, Pune
Jabd students Nooded Canada in
record numbers, viewlng o student
vitse as o pathway (o0 permsnent resk
dendy.

However, Trudeaw's gov-
ernment soon keund isell
overwhelmed, The sheer
violume of asylum clalms,

the By versity
Iound th.1| &% of farmers in the
state are in debi. with an aver:
debit per houschold of around m"ﬁa
lakh. This fimancial strain pushes
many to abandon agriculure in
search of better prospects abroad.
“Twen, the state’s URCE phoyment re,
especially among the youth, is noda-
by hifgh, In 2023, the Centre for Mon-
Ibord g thee lindliin Econoniy
[CMIE) reported an unem-
ployment rate of over 7.6%
in Punjub, surpassing the
national average. For edu-

strategy.
They sh

% s not the end of opportunity —

potential risks associnted with

ol

Twrming practices, encourage diversi-
fleatlon of crops, and provide finan-
clal support to alleviate farmers”
debn. Encouraging vilue-add od agri-
cultum] activities can enbance profit-
ahlllly and canvinee the youth to

Frausdulent applications, and cated ywm this figure is  explore opportunities in agriculture.
rising concerns over mdical Suresh oven higher, reaching nearly  They should develop industrial sec-
wlements forced o rethink, Kumar 0%, The lnck of suitable job — tors and promote entrepeeneurship
Canada maintains a list of s compels  toe Investing

terrorist entitles under the
Criminal Code, which
Ineludes various organisations {den-
tified s threats to nutional security,
The same Canada that once wel-
comed iImmigrants with open arms
began m;hncnlng Ity rubes, The gov-

= begal In
the gueue (including Uthowsands fom
Venegiiela) suddenly lound them-
selves on tricky terrain; and Blegal
omes, who had hitherto benefied
from administratlve inaction, found
themselves on Nights back home.
Deportation flights have returned
thousands, including about 104 Tndli-
ans, af whom nearly one-third were

those mis-
using student visas and placed
restrictions on post-stiidy wtk_lgcr-

man,v 1o look overseas for

employment. Three, many
Punjabi ks opt o study abroad
due to the perceived lack of quality
educational [nstintions within the
state and the beliel that forelgn
degrees lead to better job prospects.
Nearly 15% of total Indisn students
going abroad for higher studies
Mwl;l»P\-ljsbAluJ . milgra-

e 4

in inllmtmmlm and Imnllvling
businesses can stimulate economic
growth within the state. They should
establish and upgrade educational
ulallmm!ounw.lmbulslalmrds.

rhes within the state can shift percep:
o,

The narrative of Punjal must
change. It can no longer be a land
From which the best and the bright-
et Mec. With the right policies, Pun-
Jab ean become a :Imlmmn whiene
talent thrives, and where young peo-

e don't feel the need to rlal their

Ives in the |rurn|-| of foreign shores,
often (11

The clwlng of North American
dloors is not the end of opportunity —
it s o wake-up call 1t is time for Pun-
Jab 1o reclalm its youth, not as

quality cduutlnn lumlly. All;rlng
curriealum with Industry demands
cam improve tmplwubll.lw I'M_r

migrants [ llegal omes)
seeking forunes IIIIOI‘:}J‘ but as
builders of & new and prosperous
Pumul: rm (holl.\ Is clear: Adapt,

ahaiild

e — or walch

mits. Even more
deau's diplmmu; missteps with
Tnlia, s of

deeply
Punjabi culture, often viewed as o
sta

Indian interference in Canadar's Imn
nall affiairs, pus Indian immigrants in
an awkward position and compli-
cated legal migration rouies.

yimbol. Families take pride in
laving members settled abrood, and
this societal pressure motivates
muny youths to sock oppartunitios
overies.

fcles with ip a1 "‘ -‘ Inw:
tomeet the requirements of chang-
ing international lnbour markets.
Manpower exparts should be pde-
quately addressed in these policies,
balancing the nspirntions of youth
and natlonal preferences, They

nmother urlm‘tlnn alip away, The
people of Punjab are cagerly waiting
o e Lhe new policies that can deter-
mine and reshape thelr hopes and
endeavours in search of prosperity,

Suresh Kismar, Funjabcadre 148 afficer,

Punjabis. Reports indicate that the
l‘nlmp administration had carlier

Thie desire o migrate among Pute
anl youth is deepdy rocted in several

o 20407

factors. One, Pun-

To mitigate the com pubsion to
migrate, the stateand Unlon govem-
‘ments must adope o comprehensive

aloukl launch awareness campaigns
highlighting the value of contribut-
ing to local development and the

ratired as chilef principal secrefory
tor tar chrief minister,
Thee views expreovand are peruanal

Why civil aviation in India
needs further consolidation

Institution might be galng through
one of jts wors phases — but, for the
sraller companies 1n lndlan civil aviation,
here f8 no other hope an the horfzon,
Tounderstand why, readers necd to step
ack in time. The Indian skies changed for-
ever with the first low-fare sirline flight of
Alr Devcan in 2000, s par ling off o revolution
that made flying more affordabde and acces-
sible, Larger numbers were able to make fly-
lr’uz their maost preferred and common form
transport.

recent Morgan Ssanley rescarch
Arcpull el us that marriage as an

Ilw 2003 to 2020, India saw a spate of
low-fare and full-service alrlines get
launched and shat dowi, depending mostly
on how well the lounders structured and ran
thelr businesses. With the sector as prioe-
sensitive as It was, in most years, the Indus-
try reglstered significant losses. In
gemeral, airlines in Indin were con-
shidered an unprofitable business
withvery bow marging In 2008, Jet
Alrways, created for a different e
and once India's most- loved full-

the okl structure of many simall ones with
Mmited market share was untenable, with
Ananclal repercussions for the sector. Kot
anly were the airlines proving to be increas-
Engly unrelialsle, but they also had weak bal-
ance sheets and were overextending them-
sebves, causing more grief to passengers,

How to mitigate the i1l effects of massive
eonsolidation beeanae o big concern, Collu-
sl Deetwen Dwo airlines i ke ly o be even
ensler than a clurch of them, something the
Competition Commibssion of India {CCT) has
grappled with over the years. Time and agin
conceris over collusbon on lares and charges
have appeared in the Indian narrative,
though such allegations have largely
rempined unproven.

The two smalber airlines — Spicelet and
Aknsa — have had o shaky ride for a while
now, Although Alasa set up a good pace of
growth, offering o reliable and
decent quality service, s losses
have soared, as |s to be expecied
with o startup, It has also pald a
hefty price for its tarbulont history
with its own pilots and lost the sup-

service private airline, closed as it Anjuli port of its primary foander and
failed to navigate the winds of Bhargava financial backer, the late Rakesh
change. g__ Jhunjhunwala since it took fo the
The G added to the skies.
industry’s troubles significantly. It If things have not been smooth
led to the further MJII’&'I\IHKUK!I’“\UW] For Akasa, Spicelet has been on a roller
neratde firms, bu Inclian civil aviation de eoaster fora while now, Since the \andmlc
R, I FY 2020, the: country had six ndmi and the subsequent troubles faced by Bocing,
uled sirlines wmlcumhtrld losses e around  its adrcralt :uppl ler, many were convineed
817 billion. In FY 2021, th hat it was Hor Spice-

with even higher wﬂll.dlkdlm}- However,
despive hosses growing, none of the incum:
bents were bowing out. In [act, one new alr-
line, Alasn Alr, jolned the race. Before the
pandemibe, alrilves sucy as Spieclet and Go
First had more adreraft in the alr, bigger mar-
ket shares, lower losses, nnd stronger bal-
ance sheets. Post the pandemic, both beoame
considerably weaker,

However, [t was the sale of the erstwhile
national carrler to the Tatas thst changed the
industry irrevocably. In one shot, four air-
lines = Adr Indin Express, Air Asia Indin, Vis-
tara, and Air India — came under a single
owner. As a result, besides the two bigghes
(the other being IndiCa), the: total mumber of
airlines shrank to just four by 2024, includ-
ing Sploeet mnd Akasa: Go First. weakened
beyond recovery. ceased flying in May 2023,

'hiulrynhservm and analysts argue that
a lower number of slrlines works betier that

Iﬁm’clhtpildcmh.‘ airlines such as.

st hiad more alrcraft |

Jet which has no big corporate backing like
Alr India or aslm cash position and bal-
ance sheet lke w0, As was largely pre-
dicted, thealrline whlllﬂl down In slee and
stniuine shiice B8 leydays, when s total Deet
erossed 00 alrerall, and s market share wis
almost 10% (2017-18). Its on-time perform-
ance ook o beating ns did its safely record,
The i rlirve lost market share, hitting lows of
I, not fr above Akasa, the youngest in the

gama.
It was only towards end- 2023 that some
semblance retumed to its opera tiors after it
nfused fresh funds, Sploedet allotied shares
and warrnnts worth 3744 crore (just below
$100 million) on & preferential basis in the
first tranche, and a sccond and larger tran-
che of funds (23,000 crore) was ralsed

JITENDRA SINGH

\ aims to collect
iples from the Moon's surface

llu:ln back to llw

||lh. \

Iml Vs nlhcl' landmar l‘
missions

Astrology trap: Stargazing
to promote pseudo-science

1t was the first class of the astrophysics
course thit | was teaching. As am iniro-
duction to the history of mtronomy, |
mentioned the fact that tlls few contu-
wies ago, mtrology was indistinguishalde from
matratioeny, Bul now, we Lreil aptronomy asa
sclence while astrology |s not o science, One
of the students immed latety book ssue with
#this arguing that pstrology was alsoa scienor,
What was mare dishesirtening was that there
were many others in the class who agreed
with him. This was a class of sudems who
hhad spent five years studving sclence and
some of them would go on to have careers as
tenchers and scientilic researchers.
But then, they are notallone, According to
arecent report. the

tainties about future employment as well as
iheability o mect thelr huge material aspdre
s cause o lof of stress, Couple these Bcton
with the age-okd angst of relationship issues
i we got & fertile pood of anciou s and galli-
e users.

The search For comfort during stressful
timies bs naturall Hitherto, religlous and soctal
groupings were able to provide (¢ But with
more people leading an wtomised existence,
these support structures are les common,
Many of these agr apps saw a huge
surge in thelr business during the Covid pan-
demic when peophe were isotated and uncer-
tain about the future This was also the case
alter II\L Full uf the erstwhile Soviel Undon
when economic st

ogy lor sdvice und preking Intw what the
Huture hokds s booming. Technokogy belps, of
coiirse. No bonger do you teed 1o go
A0 b astrologer i cast your horo-
soope and tell you whether your cur-
Tunt romantic nterest is theone? A
Hew elieks on your fnvourite astrol-

thons mll.npu\i. amdl people were very appre
hensive about thekr future, Astrology, arot
rending and other forms of psoado-
selence became very papulir in the
-Sawiert sochety which seemed o
hove lost (s moorfigs.
vt 1o explain to my students

ogy app will do it all for you. And Pow astrobogy played on hunan psy-
v hiemon il SHODNIE LRI et cm
who use it 1o connect with 40,000 Mahajan ple given by the mathematician John

strologers, Though there are about
T00 milllon smartphone users Inour
woumtry, & majarity of the users of these apps
e Gen £ - just like the students in my class,
M‘UFUK‘RH?P! I_:wcuLm incorporated Al

thro
In September 2024, This money has I:men
used by the airline to seetle employee ducs,
puyrnents bo vendors, s and other stamtory
diies. It is also deploying Uhe funds (o pull
g.:.u-mu alreridt back inte the fleet, Perhaps

e st time (0 many years, itsemplayees
are nol complaining or fearing the worst
(pead closure).

But b ustry oservers and experts are all
undted on one matter: The smaller airlines
will find themaelves in dire Anancial straits
repentedly at dilferent points in time un less
they go in for marriages (mergers or sale of
stakes) to well-capltalised alrlines in reglons
such os West Asia or other carriers that
might havea strategic interest in the Indian
marlet, The best bet for alrfine ow ners will

gl 5
Tt s ot ust the Indiaans wha are flocking 1o
ﬁ their horoscopescast; 70% of Americans
ieve In mstrology. Even in China, which
hiimis fo be a soclalist country, astrology s
wikdly popalar, especally with young people.
1 could possibly explain (his recent
upsurge of interest in foretelling the fuure?
OF course, echnology las made it casler, but
thot (tself ks paradosicnl. One would Imagine
that technology (and hence wlrr!w]_ww:nllll
;

mumb-jumbo.

There is sormething rmone fundamental that
mankes hurmans valnerabde o such bellefs,
Humans have always been anxious about
what the future holds for them, Before the
emengenice of hormo techiicus, natural disas-

ners

b to ery amsd get thedr b
mmmmﬁwm lor a stake sale, nmilng
a match that can complement what they
have built,

cal distress mul:hnmmn SOWrce ofnnnuly.
[But now that we live with the misguided
Ieliel that our scentific and technological

Paulos, Horoscopes use the planet-
ary positions at the exact time of
wour birth. Selence tells us that the only way
heavenly bodies can have an influcnce on
[Earth is by grivity. The force of gravity of Sar-
e turmis out 1o be fess than that of the gymae-
enlogist delivering the child. This, the weight
of the doctor should have a bigger influence
on your life. This cvoked some amuscment in
hee class but falled 1o convince them.

Increasing beliel in psewdo-science bs, of
course, a sign of decrensing scientific lem)
Beating thirlis and lghting dives o ward off
Conil-18 §s just one particularly egreghous
exmmple of this; oddly this seems 1o be hop-
pening when not only are we using more
technol agy but alse when the percentage of
ol populition in udluuhun colleges, the
Gross E A ER) s

India ks the anly country in the workd m
formally adapt scientific temper in its Consti-
tution: As part of the infamous 42 Amend-
ment, “developing scientific temper and a
spiritof inquiry” was acded to the Fundamen-
1al Duties of our clttzens. Alas, It will take
much more than an increasing GER or consti-
tutional amendments 1o promote this goal.

rate. This needs tobe kept in mind as climate talks yield SIERE
little the i ) thet .}"l' Iknr.ugermmldnm.lqwrm Arifuli Biharggavn writes abon governanee, of natute, other factors have emerged as Shurtshit Mhagian seaches phovsics
even as the Trump p yin ates balance sheets, Post the 1 frastrinchere amd fhe sockal sector, causes of mental swess, This is true ar Diethil Universlry,
the collapse of the consensus on mitigation. pandemic, bth became weaker, — suing The views expressed are personal for the younger generation for whom uncer- e views expressal are personl
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

Afortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

-

€ K Sasbeumar

In budget 2025, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced unprecedented tax cuts
for the middle class. To what extent will these help drive consumption and economic growth?

Tax cut will have
multiplier effects

Increase indemand from urban
middle class will encourage firms
to commit to new projects

-
KRISHNAMURTHY
SUBRAMANIAN

BUDGET 2025 HAS effectively put an extra
s one lakh crore into the hands of India's
wrban middle class by cutting personal in-
come tax | PIT), The question is: What will
e the econemic impact? Economists use
the concept of the consumption multiplier
to estimate how extra disposable income
can spark multiple rounds of spending ane
growth. In simple terms, when peogle have
mare money, they spend more, The shops
and businesses that receive this money
then pay their employees and suppliers,
wha in turn spend more. This chain reac-
tion can multiply the effect of the original
Ameunt many times over,

The mudtiplier hinges on two deas: () The
m.1r1:|n.|| pmpcnuly:o u.m'iMI’S]. wh:‘hls
the peethal peo-
e save: ane (i) the marginal propensity o
consume (MPC), which equals the fraction
they spend and tautologically equals (1 -
MPS). The consumption multiplier equals
LH1=MPC)and so 1]MPS. To estimate MPS, we
mobe that the debi taleen by households, which
is inclucbed in the net savings rate but not in
the gross savings rabe, may be used primarily
Tor asset creation, 5o, o know the proportion
of Rs 1 lakh crore that will be consumed, one
minus the gross savings rate for the urban
middle class represents the
best proxy. The gross na-
tional savings rabe, which Is

the economy can push householbds to save
for precautionary purposes; () if firms can-
not expand production, higher demand
might mainly ralse prices, not output to
match the rising demand,

Currently, urhan middle-class spending
Islagging rural demand, The PIT cut targets
this group precisely, which drives much of
India’s consumption of elecironles, con-
sumer durables, and ente rtainment, Many
such goods and services are produced lo-
cally, so less money leaks abroad, With
India's fiscal deficit under control and con-
sumer confidence holding steady, urban
midde-chass families will feel comfortabibe
spending now rather than hoarding cash,
Tax cuts can sometimes crowd out private
Investment if the government must bormow
more to offset the revenue lost. However,
the PIT cut ralses demand in the crucial ur-
ban middle class, thereby encouraging
firms to commit to new projects, More hir-
Ing spurs higher incomes, further boosting
consumer spending. Instead of crowding
out, the well-targeted PIT cut s likely to
crowd in private investment.

Real consumption in India stands at
Rs 104 lakh crore, and real GOP at Rs 185
lakh crore, Thus, a Rs 5 lakh crore increase
leads to consumption growth of 4.8 per cent
{Pive ivided by 104), and GDP growth of 2,7
per cent {Mve divided by 185). Even with a
mare cautious multiplier of 3.3 — assum-
Ingg a MPS of 030 instead of 02 = the bump
to consumption and GDP will be equal to
3.2 per cent and LB per cent respectively,
Combined with baseline forecasts of 7.2 per
cent consumption growth and 6.3 percent
GI¥P growth, the overall increase is likely o
be 10 per eent {or consumption and elght
per cent for GOP.

The RBI should complement this move
by transitioning into easy
maonetary policy to enable
private investment, which

Only a few
will benefit

Fallin real earnings of majority cannot be
compensated by concessions — most don’tearn
enough to be amongst the taxpayers

.

SUBHASH CHANDRA GARG

THERE HAD BEEN ilel do

l

interest p W
Inans allowed as deduction from rental in-
come or loss, medical insurance premium,
ete. Therefore, only those taxpayers who
claim concesstons less than the reduced in-
come tax lability will shift o the new tax
regime. O about three crore income i asse-
ssees who currently opt for the old regime,
not mare than 50 lakh are likely to benefit

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The requirement that 2.2 million Palestinians be forcibly resertled in

neliglibouring Arab states amounts to unamblgious endome ment of

atrocity — ethnie cleansing,”

wiminal
=THE GUARDIAN

The Centre’s
V-C

Proposed UGC guidelines seek to

snuff out what little authority states
have in higher education spaces

JOUN BRITTAS

THE NARENDRA MODI government never
misses achance tocondemn the Emergency
asadarkchapterin India's democracy, But it

framed :Iunlu:1hal e, notably the 42nd
Comtitutional Amendment of 1976, which
shifted education from the State List to the
Concurrent List. The newly proposed LIGC
(Minimum Qualifications lor Appointment
and Promotion of Teachers and Academic
Staff in Universities and Colleges and

Several states have sought to ourtail the
governor's role In university governance
gislative bt these
.ulcmphhmlud varying degrees of suc-
cess, A striking illustration lies in the gover-
nm“.mml Iul!w Cujarat Unfversities Laws
ill, 2013, which effectively
ﬂmnml the mmrnor of chancellorship
powers, It was Narendra Modi as Chiel
Ministerwho brought inthe legislation and
the NOW government was instrurmental in
granting the assent. In contrast, similar
mives by Kerala and other Opposition-ned
states have been obstructed, with governors
either withholding assent or referring such
hills to the President
This \v\'nll‘l’-\lll‘lnpﬂl‘tl to introduce a
Private Member's Billin Rajya Saliha in July
2024 — The Constitution (Amendment )
Bill, 2024 (Amendment of Article 158). It
sought to mltlﬂlh governors' rode strictly

in Higher 1.dl'|:.|:='0n] Regulations, 2025,
Tavesparked adebate, nn«l'lllynwum:
V-Cs)

Lo con preventing
them from assuming extra-constitutional
roles such as chancellorships, i was denied
int clue o the al muajor

the ag

The p prnpuwd changes lllrulm I'cdrral
principles, erode states’ authority in
higher education, and pave the way for
excessive centralisation.

Ity of the ruling coalition,

Recent Supreme Court judgments have
conferred primacy to UGC regulations over
State university laws, Ign:llt}ﬂ,{cwﬁgl de-

e clrailt Ry POSE A SWEEp-
ingoverhand of the V- Cmmmmmﬁ
for stabe universities, giving chancellors —in
mastcases, the govemons — the ight tocon-
stitute Search-and-Selection committees.
'I'Iua mal‘ns.\nl.\ri :Im.\r:uu'hm the exist-

in st
pl.w a pivatal role in the m-lmlnn process
for state universities.

Under the draft, the committee will
comprise three members: One nominee
each from the chancellor fvisitor, the UGC
chairman, and the university's syndicate or
senate, The committes will recommend a
panel of three to five candidates, from
which the chancellor ar visitor, with sole

tween central regulations vis-i-vis state
larvws, At the heart of this discourse lies the
concept of subordinate begislationfdele-
gaved legislation — a progeny of exeoutive
flat —which refers to Rules, Regulations, ar
Orders promulgated by executive author-
ithes under the powers conferred upan
them by an Act of Parliament or State
Legislature, Granting primacy to delegated
legislation like UGC regulations over state
enactments impinges upon federalism,
‘While stabe lws are crafted by elected rep-
resentatives, delegated legislation origh-
nates from executive bodies,
The draft Regulations also seek to insti-

ehiscretion,

lise contractual empl ntin

liremoves the mq‘.urmv.-nl ForV-Cs o have
frior teaching or rescarch experience, ris-
ing fears of politicisation,

The origins of the governor's role as
chancellor of unhversities can be traced to

the wmulla':-twhh hrecom-

wlit will ak

something to please the m«ldlechm Inthe
2025-26 budget, particularly the urban,
salaried, bax-paying middle class. Not coin-
clcentally, this has been one of the talking
|»:Inl=m:hcl)clhi.nmilhlrlmlons.

e govermme| incetd the set-
ting up of the Fluhlh L‘mlr.\l Pay
Commission, raising expectations of higher
payandall s Bor and state gov-

they

'1'Iu'1 Inance Mlluuel‘ul.\lnml'lmknm
asacrifice of Rs 1 lakh crore by offering in-
comme ax concessions is also highly exagger-
ated. This s evidenced by the fact that per-
somal Income taxes are estimated o yleld
the government Rs 14,38 lakh crore in rev-
enue in 2025-26, which s 2115 per cent
I\Ierh.mlhrim-t-E buclget estimate

ernment employees, The unified pension
scheme (LIPS), guaranteeing a pension
equivalent to 50 per cent of last year's pay
and dearness allowance { 0A) thereon, was
notified on January 25,

In the latest budget, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman did one better. She
madle incomes up to Rs 12 lakh per annum
income tax-free and incomes up to Rs 24
lakh subject to lower tax rates for all as-
sessees filing tax returns in the new tax
regime. Thiswould mean foregedng income
tax receipts of Rs 1 lakh crore.

Are these concessions good enough to
woolndia's“middle chass™? Will thissucceed
In turning around India'sweobbly consump-
tion growth story?

Inclia’s personal income tax strscture
had two big pain points. One, the tax-ex-
emption threshold of Rs 2.5 lakh under the
old scheme (Rs 3 lakh uncer the new
scheme) wis awfully low.
Second, the maximum t
rate slab of 30 per eent

hol 1120 percent
r:nu,mm tax revenues), Such high growth
cannet happen when the government is
making sacrifices. Moreover, by not making
the new ta slabs applicable to the assessees
under the old regime, the Finance Minister
diclagreat disservice to the 25-3 crore mid-
dleclass taxpayers,
F I[I)'I.ﬂih wolmmmmkhehl :n1>m
fit from the reliel |

it uni sbeper-

sons of hgh station with an interest in the
emseol education. Post-Inclependence, gov-
emors retained this thankes o a political mi-
liew wihvere a singhe party held sway at na-
tiomal and state levels. However, the rise of
mmulii-party politics createdd tensions, The In-
ability of elected state governments to ef-
fectivety supervise theiruniversities has led
to myriad administrative challenges.
Complications  arlse  when  the
governorfchancellor diverges from the ad-
wice of the Council of Ministers,

Justice ¥ R Krishna lyer, in the land-
mark Maru Rem vs Union of India [ 1980)
case, characterised the offices of the
President and governors as "functional
euphemisms”, Unfortunately, governors
have been resisting such constrainis anel,
inways that contradict

not m.lleeuplndl.l s michdle class, Nor is the
claimed tao reliel of Bs 1 Rakh crore (actual
Impact may not be more than Rs 25,000
crore)enough tosignificantly add to private
final consumption expenditure of Rs 200,30
lakhcrore in 2024-25.

The real consumption driver ks the real
incomes of the people. The story is pretty
Thael there.

The Economic Survey 2024-25 pre-
sented the trends in real earnings of
India’s libour class, Real earnings of regu-
lar wages/salaried work-
ers, between 2017-18 and
2022-23, had recluced, for

averaged across all Indian
househalds, approximates
(] sn |:cr cent for the last

5 implies a MPC
o 0.7 across all househalds.
However, India's middle
class has a higher MIPC than
wealily househelds, The al-
fluent may invest extra in-
comee In stocks and real es-
tate, but middle-income
eamerschannel muchof any
windfall into day-to-day
consumption — upgrading
phones, buying howsehold

The Rs 1lakh crore
tax forego announeed
by the Finance Minister
isadi ransfer
to the middle class
and therefore a Rs 1 lakh
crore increase in
their disposable
income, Using
the consumption
mltiplier of fve, the
PIT cunt could generate
up to R 5 Lkl crore

will stimulate  output
growth over several years,
Despite the PIT cut, the cen-
tral government has been
fiscally sound, keeping the
fiscal cleficit at 4.4 per cent
of GO, In fact, s | had pre-
dicted last year following
the budget, the actual fiscal
deficit will be lower than
4.4 per cent of GDP this year
too. 5o, the REN's policy
stance must lean on foster-
ing private investment and
growth now,

Some argue: If tax cuts

kicked inat only Rs 10 lakh
uncer the old scheme (Rs
15 lakh under the new
scheme], This resulted in
an excrucating income
burden on the taxpayers.
Sitharaman took out both
the pain poinis,

The mindmum thresh-
old has been ralsed o Rs 4
lakh and the 30 per cent
rate-slabnow kicks inatRs
24 lakh only, This much-
needed tax reform, as
claimed by the Finance
Minister, reduces the tax

The Finance Minister's
im ol making a
fice of Rs 1lakly
crome by offering income
tax concessions is also
highly exaggeraced, This
is evidenced by the fact
that personal income
taxes arc estimated to
vield the government Rs
14.38 Lakh crore in
revenue in 2025:26,
which is 2115 per cent

men, from Rs 12,665 per
maonth to Rs 11,858 per
month and, for women,

m Rs 10,116 per month
to Rs 8,855 per month. In
the case of sell-employed
workers, it had declined
from Rs 9,454 per month
to Rs 8,591 per month for
men and from Rs 4,348
permonth to Rs 2,950 per
month forwomen. For the
unfortunate women self-
emplayed workers, even
nominal earnings had de-

items, and spending on ed-
wcation o healthcare, Using
ther ihile estimate of

in .nldlt iomal

can create so much new

20 per cent as the MPS for g
urban middle-class house-
Tholeds, we obtain aconsump-
tion matiplier of five,

The Rs 1 lakh crore tax forego an-
nounced by the Finance Minister is adirect
transfer to the middle class and therefore a
s | lakh crore increase in their disposable
income, Using the consumption multiplier
of five, the PIT cut could generate wp o Rs 5
lakh crore in additional consumption this
year. Usually, the multiplier is lower than
that pesited by theory because: (1) People
might save more If they suspeet higher
taxes later; (if) if government borrowing
rises, interest rates could climb, dampen-
ing private investment; (i) if consumers
By a lot of forel gn goocds, the domestic im-
pact drops; (iv) uncertainty about jobs o

spending wiy bather with
capital outlays h.\|| l'!if?
The key dilference les in
duration. A tax cut is pri-
marily a near-term stimulus; once ab-
sarbed this year, it does not yield fresh
gains. In contrast, building roads, railways
and pewer infrastructure raises produc-
tivity for years, boosting long-term
growth, The PIT cut alfers a timely spark,
but it does not replace the longer-term
benefies that arise from public investment,
5o, | do not anticipate this as a change
away frem the Union government's eco-
nomic policy of growth through a virtu-
ous cycle triggered by investment,

this year,

The weriter, former chief sconomic
advisar, is executive director at the
International Menetary Fund

burden of taxpayers with
income between Ks 8 lakh
1o s 24 Lakhy and abowe |

Rs 10,000 to Rs 110 Lakh a
year. On top of it, the

mipted tax-

payers wit h.ll:k.ﬂlmm nI'Imth.n Rs12

higher than the 2024-25
buddget estimate,

clined from Rs 5,035 per
month to Rs 5497 in
this period,

The regular wage
(salaried eaming workers
constitute approximately
20 per centof India's G5-crore strong work-
ersor about l2 to 13 crore workers, Their

be compen-
s.m':l hy 1m:mc-l.1:< concessions for the

Such taxpayers mllhmul:.uc bendits nr
5 20,000 ). The

efits of the tao: slab and rebate are cl.lmﬂl

to range between Rs 30,000 b0 Bs 110 lakh,

50 lar, sogood. The important associated
questions ane: What will be the actual ben-
efitagainst what is claimed and how mary
people in the midele class bracket are likely
10 henefit?

Thenew skabs, rates and rebates are appli-
cable only under the new regime, Amyone
who gets assessed under the new scheme
does not get the benefitof many concessions

sirmpl mostof them don't earn
encugh to be amongst the taxpayers.
Certaknly, the urban higher-income mid-
dle class taxpayers would feel better with
the income-tax concessbons announced.
That, hewever, is only a small fraction of
Inchia's micllle class. For the vast majosity of
Inclian people, these concessions woukd have
noimpact on their consumption stanclards.

The writer is former Finance and
Economic Aff

the state executive.

The Justice R 5 Sarkaria Commission
acknowledged criticism regarding the dis-
cretionary authority exercised by some
gevernors in thedr capacity aschancellors.
The Commission on Centre-State

higher education by remeving the 10 per
centcap,aceelerating the contractualisation
of teaching positions, They also permit
Higher Education Institutions {HELs) to re-
cruitup to 10 percent professionals romin-
dustry and non-academic fields as profies-
sarsol practice, fostering corporate influence
In acacemia while creating a fragmented
Faculty structure, The trend mirrors ad-hoc
recruitment policies, such as Agniveers in
the military and lateral entry in civil serv-
lees, undermining sockal justice.

‘What Is the Centre's true contribution to
the education sector? Even in crucial

such as LIGC grants for teachers, it
has progressively shifted the burden onto
state governments — today, states bear
nearty 76 per cent of the total expenditure
on education.

The draft Regulatbons are an affront to
federalism, The legislative assemblies of
Keraka and Tamil Macls have already passed
resclutions calling for a withdrawal, ather
states will Hlely follow suit. Ata time when
Inclia aspires to position lisell as a global
Ie.mu In educ ation and research, :n.- dr1l1

it i
lhu.\:cnsluh&mmmw education, erod-
Iz diversity and stifling innovation at the
state level,

Inclia’s federal structure is its comer-
stome, enabling bath umly .\nﬂ diversity. It

Relations, however, took an l al
stance on the matter. In its report of March
2010, it underscored the risks of gover-
mors serving as chancellors and assuming
other statutory positions,

Is imp Torall

balance.

The writer is.a Rajye Salha MP fram CPM,
Inputs from Aneesh Babu

TRUMP ON GAZA
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Protect
the ceasefire’ { IE, February G). Trump's
proposal appears to run counter to US
public opinion, which polls have
shown s overwhelmingly opposed to
new entanglements in conflict zones
folbowing the lengthy interventions in
Irac and Afghanistan, Some experts say
the proposed actions could violate in-
ternational law. Others describe his
ldheas as unworkable. Human rights acl-
vocates say it would amount bo "ethnic
cleansing”. Any forced displacement of
the Palestinian population of Gaza
ol constitute a serious vielation of
international law and would be an at-
tack on the legitimate aspirations of the
Pabestinians xswell as a major obstacle
to the two-state solution.

S5 Paul, M

RESPOND CAUTIOUSLY

THIS REFERS TOthe repart, Tt seems they
had hot food after ages, many fele
betrayed by agents'(IE, Felaruary 6), The
use of handeuffs and shackles during
deportation is notthe action of a civilised
nation. That sadd, it is cilficult to equate
the cause of those who knowingly use

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hllegal means w bmmigrate, stemiming
from their sense of relative de privation,
tothat of those who flee from conflict or
disaster zones, Hence, India should
exercise cautlon In its response ko
deportations, as escalating tensions
could negatively impact its overall rela-

i LIS, ar the
Interests of skilled Indian p 1
resiching there,

Michael Jom, TTdanamanthapram
AAP'S PRINCIPLES

FERS TO the editorial, The idea
- Felruary G). The question is
whether, in public perception, the AAP
hias lived up to its promise of an alterna-
tive politics based mlf.mapwncy.m:l
accountablity. A d the
Bl in :mm:nwmllw .membu elec-

tioms and evolved the 'Delhi model” of
govermance, privileging education and
healthcare in the budget and heavily sub-
sidising utilities for the commeon citizen
as a counter to the development-ori-
ented 'Gujarat model’, Now, battered by
charges of corruption and abuse of pub-
lic funcls, AAP's very survival is at stake,
Win orlose, AAFwould dowell to recall
the principles on which it was founded,
Ihoban Das, Koo

epaperindianexpresscom BN B
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Off the hook

US withdrawal is a mortal blow to the global tax treaty

he Trump administration’s decision o

withdraw from the OEGD global tax deal

might have undone over a decade of
herculean efforts to arrest tax evasion and to give
countries their legitimate right to tax profits arising
in their jurisdiction. The movement against tax
avoidance gained traction in 2015 with 140 i

he Mudget 2025-26 has set
the stage for a major
transformation in India's
shipbullding sector, siming

o mike the country a global
phyw Byaddressing cost du-zn
these Initiatives mmwullumh
boosting shipbullding, creating jobs, and

Indla’ sl .
"T.‘.ﬂ!.mP!ATE tector hewvlly

:5 pgrun(n?"lrgnamhy

Indian-flagged ships. The feet is ageing,
and high manufacturing costs make
commercial shipbullding costhy. To

Adress these challenges, the

with

including India, adopting OECD's base emllmlnd
profit shifting package. The global tax treaty of 2021
was yet another milestone, targeted at large digital
multinational entities which duck taxes across
Jjurisdictions owing to the difficulty in establishing
their physical presence.

This treaty had two pillars, One, countries
were given the right 1o tax the profitof
digital multinational companies arising in
thelr jurisdiction above a certain limit, Two,
minimum corporate tax rate of 15 per cent
was to be levied across jurisdictions on
MNCswith a total revenue over €750
milllon, Apart from India, around 130
countries, including the US, Germany and
France had backed this treaty and 55
countries have already taken steps to
fmpl this. The dum issued by
the Trump administration in the last week of
January, stating that all commitments made
by the Biden administration regarding the
OECD global tax treaty have no authority or
influence unless it gets Congressional
approval, puts the future of this global treaty
in jeopardy. It may not be entirely
coincidental that most large digital MNCs
suich aa Apple, Microsoft, Alphabet and
Amazon are US companies,

While the Biden administration tried to
dissuade these companies from evading
taxes through subsidiaries in low-tax
Jurisdictions and to disclose their actual
income to US revenue authorities, the
Trump administration i golng the other
way, protecting these companies, The
memorandum states that alist of countries
which have already implemented laws which
are “extraterritorial or disproportionately
affect American companies” shall be drawn
up. It asks the Treasury department to
consider retaliatory steps against countries
imposing taxes on US digital glants, Inthe
face of such belligerence, many countries
may rethink their plans to tax digital MNCs,

It wid the US which had spearheaded the
global tax treaty in 2021, conxing all the large
nations to agree on this tax, With the US now
withdrawing from it, other countries which
had joined reluctantly may now withdraw,
The world may be going back to the era
where tax havens and ultra-low tax
Jurlsdictions, which help rch individuals and
companies evade taxes, thrive, Thanks o
OECD’s BEPS agreement and similar
conventions, these low-tax jurisdictions
have been cooperating, even ifina limited
way, with other countries and sharing
information. With the US now willing to look
the other way, money laundering and
round-tripping could get a fillip. However,
India should not let up efforts to combar tax
evasion, It should forge alliances with
countries for information sharingand
implementing equitable taxation policies.
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X Dorwed Tru ¢ Gata should come under US control
ks servie scoording o established ke and nonms of interrational relstions.
L way ® and
] hapee the workd ally that apre-Trumpisn
arder will be Frpousie. Th d Mr T -
the LIS " over™ ke it arvy bess sinister, The
2.2 illion Palestiniars b I‘D«-b'f reettied in neighbouring Arabstaten amouns
wthnic choaning The ides

that the Ii-d.' Wt & ¥ 5
Tanean “riviera” u
detachrment from reably, oo s«

[ 8¢

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUM
Trump's tariffs have the world at his mercy
Wil pausdng high tarity on Canada snd Mesico far a month, the United
States has mposed n Lariff on Chin as planned, U5, Presdent Donsid Tramp's
high tarif policies have the world at ks mercy, It is Important foe other
countries to carefully assess Trumg's true intentiors and his actions and deal
with his tariff policies to prevent his trade war from developing into s
fulkfledged one. On Feb. 1, Tremg signed an executive order to impose a 25%
tariM in principle on imports from Canads and Mexico, and an additional 10%
taritf on imports from China. The tarffs were scheduled to be mplemented on
b4, put ot the last minuite, on Feb. 3, the situstion wicldeniy changed. roew,

TRt by Ml kDL 11 P B, S O ADra S AL V00401 L0009 bt o8 PG FUIBLIU 1ML YT T drd P by A s Wiy A1 1L PRI T LU0 0 1 1, (WD Pyl Cormgi, MM, FAGSA, VS Ak, v St D0, 1 0L £k Mg v 8 04 s s Por s 1t rakr 14 PP k.
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the Budget undera §
‘lldﬁullding Flmancial Assistance
Policy.

One major reform ks the introduction
of Credit Notes for shipbreaking in the
Indian yards to encourage sustainable
ship recycling and create demand for
mew ships, To further support the sector,
the government |s devel
-wiﬂﬂ Clusters, These hubs will

rogether infrastructure, skilled
m md new technobogies, l‘l‘hulT

..

India sets sail to become a

B0 o
A
businessline,
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global shipbuilding power

SAILING AHEAD. The Budget has announced key reforms on ship recycling,
excise exemptions and financing options

"!'“"‘*"" -rack approvals, better

i Rl acronn all hevels of the value

courses such an lhphuildlmmlullcl

I ocluctbon snd exy Py flex bl labour chaln, i, marine equiy ship whlp eonatr
iltohl.lldlngdr nnypnnl’ﬁqu. hirlng Tand deslgn, product) glew, and dadr du newds,

‘The Budget b ded th dlocath will bost Investor verminal facllities. Moreover, school-level ship
b i hd model- -making contets, college bevel
duphudingmmufoﬂnldmd 10 Setting up state-level shipbullding u.nmurr 1 itlona,
years. This will lower the input costs for Iboards and collab I wﬂr By and
du-euar wl:hjohlleﬁmll.lu%mh Korea and udmlmﬁlmhuh‘h .1{ lmpnyomgtﬂml 10 pursue

deciilon s the incluslon i will help attract [vestments b maring engines, mrunn.nh g,

dl-r lhlp w in the Infrastructure gmrnl\cldlllpwldl for enabling pearboxes, propelbers, bt is llllnﬂ.dilolm in

d Master List. This pol

efficient of world-class

willl be game change Inm‘ aCorEs [
long-term financing

whips, Notably, Gujarat and Andhra
Pradesh qullv\ldymlde slgnificant

wystemi, 'A'T]I'ndmlwun aqnnﬂmm
and Impmwoall and time efficlency,

L

ng of wechniclians and
other skilled labourers more lucrative.

private investment into the industry, Atrides im this d inREDfor  These combined efforts in education,
Additionally, the T 25,000-crore (htmnhmulndhudmlnlrlm'lm pmdfuclnqmbanfwddp deslgn nh.lldM\ﬂ]!Mﬂtllld technology
Mnlmbcwlnpm:m Fund, hckedlvy uluxbwldm Investments, BCTORS | and fi vessels,
and pr I the L Tk Ry and goods carriers, i
financin nukmﬁwllnm by the Union and the State muu:-lhlnn d &
mlhmummllmoﬂym mmmmhei!rpprduhnuld phrrurmmdlniu'mrfps
with pital- and ighlig
aloo trigger the ravival of the privae Iw-lnmi-m- Aill;:ﬂﬂl.‘ﬂmdlnlh labour I qulring 202323, shipbullding will be s
ng industry in India. mnom ¢ Survey 25, India's both echnological investments and o for achieving India’s Vilksit

‘With policy support now in place, the
coastal Staves muust make efforts 1o

business mrrprlmunmnhum
significantly bews to the overall R&D

Eoonomic Survey 2024-25 has
emphasised the need for state-led
Iiniviatives to sddress fundamental
challenges n dolng business (EoDB 2.0),

STATE REFORMS

Onver the past decade, the Centre has
Iintroduced key reforms, implifying
taxation laws, streamlining labour

regulations, and decriminalising
business laws. Bullding on these efforts,

Tl 4
Wgle window

i in the country, than their

Blishal coust,
This gap is evident in the shi

sector as well, where shipyards and firms

in mr nmlhayindunn' AL

Increase thelr

Complementing the
measures taken by the
Union and the State
governments, the shipyards
should focus on aligning
their productivity with
gl:)hu]l standards

kel e workforce, ‘I\t (‘tIltlv hag hun

Hharat @247 asplrutlons due tothe

] sector’s high employment and

the country’s akill Investment mul:i I. rs and strong
llnl.ldlngonﬂulzndrwhpmm rellance on

inktintives taken in the July 2024 Budget, Beyond lenq cmnoml.cpm
this Budget has mmnuudlhem:ing butldu\! nous fleet will be
upof the National (mmdl‘murnw ensur m;nnload CCONOMI
for Skilling with global p & marttime
mﬂl‘lphulldlmlndmndmubd ummy

e thae centres, Ide ‘I'hl markn a significant step in
l.ﬂllllllllﬂlllﬂ.l:l\l.lll!(‘lﬂlﬂ'm W ¥ Retting W st
Ism-llmc In Maritime and mbunndnglhudlngmlphﬂm

, to ensure a steady sy

of skl Ibd\mmn Anial
Caollaborations with leading

shipbullding nations for joint

oduﬁlthmdmnmmmmnlm

naval h il n

The writaer s an indian Broncmic Servics offcer senvng

‘28 Josing Cirector in the Dapartment of Ecancmmic
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SEBI safeguards in algo trading for retail investors

Algo trading involves using computer programmes to automatically execute orders based on pre-defined rules

bl explainer Investment managers untll now, exchange or brokerage platform. They
+€Xp need approval for any changes or
How does the SERI rule providing maodifications to approved algos and
Akshata Gorde direct market access to retall manctupenM'll Hrokers should
Investors impact them? ha special AP1
o protect recall | 4 I l enjory | di mrwuduuenrmﬂhdlvmm
I ensure o bevel field with execution of rrade orders, which s they approve, to sure they can
instirutional pl the particularly essential for algo trading. lmlmdldrnrllyhmhlhnwm
Socurities and bl:nhl? Hoard of India For example, an algo could e hesed ons provider and thi [nvestor, Brokers must
(SEBI) has introduced stricter rules for programme designed to detect an alswo differentiate between algo and
algo trading starting August 1. This arbitrage opportunity between the cash SED, Protecting nvestorns s non-algo orders, Ay o result, brokers may
allows retall tracders touse SERPs Direct —— and tMMww.lndplmnrdm face increased costs for technology,
Market Access ([DMA) facility through on exchanges in real time. So, by order-par- d threshold. All al P dhandling
brokers, which was nutomating the trade order process, orders will dmhmﬂma unlque algorithm-related fallures or losses, said
only to institutional investors Dunmmnwmw identifier by Ferone Arces, deputy CEO at Anand
quicker ansudi trail, mmhwrlnul.w Rathi Wealth,
‘What is SEBI's direct market and nupu.ml.\ﬂmhﬁpu reduce mandared full disclosures of the
wecess facility? rransaction costs and brokeruge fees as subscription charges snd broke ‘What are the responsibilities of
Thie DMA fnci | the ¥ ROEN awny, collected hyllwptm‘u‘kn r‘ﬁnu .ﬁ-ﬂlllpll
2008, allowing broke to offer clients These mensures alm to prot Exchanges will oversee algo trading,
direct access o the enchange crads What are the safeguards SERI has Investor I'mmrl.-.hmhnmﬂ ! d
system through the broker's " put In place? I & r"--- setting eligibiliry crlterka for brokers o
infrastructure without mamual "The new rul T Tadlures. on-board algo pi . Theywill also
Intervention by them. ool bmdmmdermglwmdlﬂth establish a standard procedure for
Otherwise, clients would have 1o the bourses, and they must handle any What are hﬂurmpnllhllltln? testing algos, definlng rules for brokers
mumlml:m mnmlhmhwdl Investor complaints related tothe [rokers must enable two-factor and algo providers, Exchanges will
W algorithims. Brokers must also get suthentication for all Application monitor algo orders and have the
byﬂ:lrnhﬂ'thlt tlwotm-lpu nT rwilmmlhndunFn for any Programming Interfaces (APIs) — aurd w0 kil orders from specific
executed, gos they offer, Evenan algocrented by which are o set of rubes and protocols algo 1D If needed, They meay also

However, the DMA facility was
restricted to instltutional investors and

retall traders has to be reglatered with
thi exchanges if it exceeds o certain

that allow a trading algorithm to directly
stock

istration for certal
expedite reglstration L h::lmw

connect and

W o Turt I

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your

Clamour for rate cut
This reders 10 the article Hew Gl
Camvermon Saryay Malhotra chaes
s st WP meeting, may cue
repe rate’ (lanuary &) The
rewiy-apporited RE| Governar
Saryay Mahotra, chairing his fire
Menatary Palbcy Committes
(MIPC) sretingg starting

it i all farness,
huhmrtrntdw‘khm'(u-m
wituntion

Apropas Palicy rate Cut or not to cut’
(Febeusry 6), Dachinmng nflation, ficsl
ool dation and ABFs open market

by poat 1o Lt

'atchy progi
This refers to the Edit “Busiding

blucks" (February &), Overall, while
the shared dats mdates that the pr
Boverrmere s mcressed hnanoal

diter’, The Kastur! Bukdeng, 859 860, Anna Sale, Chenna 600002
performance ot the mickile school The esteniion of Jal Jeewan Mason
el coudd oMfset the gains at the 2028 woukd eriure water wpgly to
lwwer beves thus tramslerring the ruralinda

Mo, docat

Suppartineducation s improving. e

‘Wednesday, may pawmibly
Task cut out

Will e cobibge the Centre with a
25 bps rmte cut?

Hosever, t may be pertinent to rifation

oot & rae cult
The MPC has held rates for 11
comec utive mestings, with s eye on

upes e

the learrsng owtcome at the schoal
I, it ales et b
abmervations. & is dismaying that
remained
underutilmed Trs gap beswnan

Farm focus
Thin refers 1o ‘Agri sectar sees

udget prowdng Impetins to rurl
economy (February 6), the FM in

uncler P Dhan Dhanya Kriski Yojana
cowering 100 cistricts with ow
preductivity ard mederate corop
ity 8 guite surpraing s s ot
invwyme with the announcenment mads
wthe budget,

The sesting up of & new ures plant of

good ntentions and actual action her budget speech touched 1.27 milion tanres of anrusl capacity
|hnunh"nqu Aneffective Agriculure s the hrst pont of it Wamrup in Assam indicates that
llits brkes  focus, ceilng be ary red

recall that the R hod st cut the A 25 bips cut will nat hawe adestic impact primary. i and higher ef KCC from ¥3 lakh to ¥5 ih, fertilizer subsldy which i burgeoning
repe rate by 40 bips in May, 2020, ontheeconomy. Thaugh R8s caution i secondary level — 1o be equally mcresue inoredit calling lor Sef Help  year by year and the Centre has ne

| unchangs C | e for arate srengthel a Group, focus on 100 developing agri intertian of enthus ing the farmers in
65 per oot wnce February 2023,  cut chain s determmed by ts weskest  diaricts, focus on Mmanrbhata in wwitching over to arganic farming
undler ot et Governor R Nagarainn ik, Puises would no doubt, In the leng Y Bagkaran
Shaktibarta Dus froves The dasgpairting student run bl im pushing tutal prosperity Fre—
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[llegal migration

Govt must address all related aspects

he landing of a United States (US) military plane with over 100 illegal

Indian immi in ftsar on Joy was: a clear

by the American government. Rmnslhal many of them were hand-

chained unders wions of the US admi nistration.

US President Donald Trump had promised to deport illegal immigrants from
the country during his presidential campaign and he is doing exactly that, The
use of a military aircraft was perhaps to show the seriousness of the cause and
pictures of handeuffed illegal immigrants will likely please Mr Tramp's core
constituency, Although the US, which attracts a large number of illegal immigrants
from across developing and poor countries, regularly deports them, the use of
military aircraft is not usual because they are more expensive than normal com-
mercial planes. They are being used to make a statement.

Given the incident and the fact that over 18,000 illegal Indian immigrants
have been identi fied and would lkely be deported, two immediate issuses need
attention. First, it s not clear why the plane wassent to Amritsar and not asked to
land in Delhi. It would have made more seénse if the central agencies in Delhi
recorded statements of these immigrants. Second, while India has done well 1o
accept such immigrants mulily.i tmust object o the US administration regarding
the of Indi during thelr return on military alreraft. External
Affairs Mindster 8 Jaishankar informed Parliament on Thursday that there was
no departure from the standard operating procedure on the pant of the US,
Howewver, India ks engaging with the US government to ensure that deportecs are
not mistreated in any manner. Since the deportation is going to be a long-drawn
process, the Indian government must work with the US to ensure that it is com-
pleted smoothly. The government here should alsobe willing to support the oper-
ation logistically, if needed, for the safety of Indian citizens. This will alsosend a
message that Illegal Immisrallon should be amdd.ccl The Indian government can
back.

Thr other big issue thal neecs adequate attention is that of illegal migration
ieself India is witnessing significant outward migration. In a large and developing
country like India, it is understandable that some citizens aspire to move and setile
indeveloped nations, Nﬂlv driven hr!he prospect of a better queality of lfe. There
is alsoa large wha go abroad for higher s and day
back because of better opponunities in countries such as the US, There is a lange
number of Indians in Silicon Valley, for example, who are doing well. However,
those being returned by the US are not people belonging to such categories, These
people are perhaps even willing to risk their lives to reach the US. As reported, these
were also cltizens from relatively well-off states and seem to have paid a lot to get
into the US. The only plausible cause could be a lack of oppertunities in the country.
Thus, India must focus on creating economic opportunities with rapid economic
growwth. It also needs to crack down heavily on networks that are facilitating Indian
citizens to Hlegally get into other countries. Such systems not enly put the lives of
Indian citizensat risk but also strain bilaeral relations with othercountries.

Campaigning deadline
The silent period has become redundant
he Election Commission of India (ECI), as mandated by the
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Budget’s consumption bet

Income-tax cuts are astep in the right direction, but private sector's

he Union Budget for 2025-26 provides

much-needed personal Income tax reliefto

boost private consumption while maintain-
ing fiscal d iscipline, This augurs well for macroe-
conomic stability and improved fiscal-monetary
policy coordination at this critical juncture when
the ecomomy is slowing down.

The gross fiscal deficit (GFD) target for 2025-
26 has been budgeted at 4.4 per cent, atad bener
than the 4.5 per cent target set out in 2021, The
Budget has now indicated a shift towards using
the debt-gross domestic product
(GDP) ratio asa fiscal anchor. The
Statement of Fiscal Policy indi- 3
cates the government's commit-
ment 1o keeping the fiscal deficit
in eheck from 2026-27 to 2030-31,
ensuring that the debt-to-GDP
ratio reaches 50 per cent (21) by
March 2031 The shift to a debt-
GDP ratio as a fiscal anchor is a
welcome move. It Is also encour-
aging to note the government's
inluntinn to pursue further fiscal

JANAK RA

Representation of the People Act, imposes a specific deadline on polit.

bcal campaigning ahead of any election it supervises. Under the rules,

the duration of an election campaign istwo weeks after the announce-
ment of the final list of candidates and campaigning must stop 48 hours before
voting ends. In the age of the internet and antificial intelligence, this timetable
may have outlived its utility, The two-week campaign deadline is in place 1o
address a logistical issue, which is to enable ECI personnel to track whether
parties or candidates are bribing voters, appealing to them in the name of caste
or religion, and using government resources for campaigning. But with election
schedules announced way ahead, it is — and has been — easy for politicians o
observe these three strictures in the breach anytime before the deadline. Then
there are grey areas, such as whether events like the Union Budget should be
rescheduled to adjust to poll timetables. The outlook here has been varied.

In 2012, the United F Alliance go had accepted the
Opposition d 1 pore 1 of five Assembly elections
— Uttar Pradésh, Ultal.nkhnml Pungab, Manipur, and Goa— that wene due between
mid-February and early March, The ion of the Budget fted from
its {then) usual :immble of the last day of February to M.a:d: Ib. In 2'DI?. lJ\e
Mational I declined o
demand, and the Suwormz Court struck down public intenest Iiliy,:ltkm (PI].! on
grounds that there was no evidenoe that the Budget woukl influence the electomte,
nor could the exercise be dependent on state polls, which occur frequently. As this
example shows, paigning principles are dependent on the forbearance and
ethical 2t of the parties d. Valid questi however, may be
raised over the utility of a 48-hour cooling-off period ahead of voting day when
rallies and media appearances (including on the internet, radio, television, and
fprint) are banned w ostensibly enable a free environment that allows voters o
analyse their choices. Several countries observe a pre-poll silence period of 24-48
hours. Most polling exercises in these countries are, however, much smaller and
mostly conducted in a day. In India, with Imsqmuii:umdchallemlm gmmphv
and ever expanding el the exercise has b

One In!nd is the frequency of prolonged phase-wise e]ectmnr. - 1|| 2024,
for instance, voting for the Lok Sabha covered seven phases and one and a half
months, with some states having multiple phases — making local silent periods
moot. This scheduling disproportionately benefits large natlonal parties with
deep pockets, enabling them to stay in campalgn mede in different parts of the
country even if the silent period is being observed in some parts. Second, the
proliferation of social media, with seemingly independent political influencers,
remains outside the purview of the ban and increasingly makes a mockery of it
Third, several parties publish prominent advertisements in influential media
on pollmg r.!.'ny I: 1s unclcar]\w this practice does not constitute campaigning.
Theli h of the silent period has all but nullified s efficacy.
It may be more sensible to switch to the practice in the United States, where a
silent period is considered a breach of free speech and direct campaigning is
prohibited only arund polling booths on voting day.

jon to reduce the deba-
GDP ratio. This is necded to create fiscal space to
deal with potential exogenous luturne shocks,

For the debt-to-GDP ratio, however, the primary
balance is more relevant than the overall fiseal bal-
ance, as it removes the risk of unprediciability of
interest payments in a volatile rate environment.

Since debt-GDP ratlos underd iferent scenarios

failure to step up capex could exacerbate macroeconomic challenges

-

BLLISTRATION: BINAY SIMBA

i the Budget have been estimated based en the
reduction in the gross flscal defick, Interest pay-

( it remains broadly unchanged from the 2111
rillion in 2024-25 (BE). This was perhaps a key
reason why the stock market response on Budget
day was muted, despite the significant relief in
personal income tax.

Corporate tax collections have continued to dis-
appoint, with th:]rsharl: in total revenue receipts
(includi " apeakof 427
per cent in 201819 to 31.7 per cent in 2024-25 (RE)
and 316 per cent in 2025-26 (BE), A significant
reduction In corporate taxes in September 2019
has not paid off, Hopefully, with the expected
Impetus to private consumption, private capex
cyele will pick up. The central government has
done the heavy:lifting in pushing public sector
capex in the last few years. [tis now for the private
corporale sector to step up capex — failure to do
S0 coulld exacerbate macreeconomic challenges.

The Budget has proposed a six-year aatman rb-
Tarta (sell-reliance) mission for pulses, witha spe-
clal focus on tur, urad, and masoor, Pulses are one
of the most volatile componentsof the food basket
and often hall In
food inflatton, India is the largest producer and
comsumer of pulses. However, in the case of a
shortfall in production, the price of pulses ums
highly volatile. This is because varieties consumed
inIndia are not widely produced elsewhere, except
somie varieties in countries like Myanmar, Canada,
and Australia. Therefore, in the case of a supply
shock, even imports are only a ]lmiledopllnn for
pulses, Hence, th s
slon In pulses is a significant measure. If India
achieves self-sufficiency in pulses over the medi-
um term, it sheuld help manage food inflation
more effectively,

The

menits could turn out tobe an lictable factor.
If there is a sharp increase in intenest rates, the
projected debt-GDP ratios could go awry, unless
higher interest payments are offset by reduced
expenditure on other items. However, this may
hal piven the pred ant share of
committed labilities. Inother words, the projected
debi-1o-GDP tralectory relies on interest rates
remaining broadly stable over the next six years.
Any marked increase In interest
rates would remain a signifi

forcentrally-sponsored schemes
(CS8s) is budgeted vo rise sharply by 30,5 per cent
in 2025-26 (BE), though the rise is muted at 7.6 per
cent on a BE-1o-BE basis. Such transfers, which
Fall under Article 282 of the Constitution, have long
been asubject of huge controversy for two reasons.

First, funds under Article 282 are tied in the
sense that the states do not have the freedom 1o
spend the resources as they deem fit. The design
Features of C8Ss also lack sufficiem flexibility for
states to i A ad: dly, the central

risk to the d debt-GDP
ratios and would need o be navi-
gated deftly,

The Budget has rightly provid-
ed significant reliel in persenal
incometax, With heightened glob-
aluncertalnty and hardly any signs
of a revival in the private capex
cycle, it was extremely impornant
to swiftly reinforce the driver of
private consumption.

‘The push to household con-
sumption through personal income tax relief, how-
ever, has come at the expensé of the central gov-
ernment’s own capltal expenditure, which in
2024-25 (Revised Estimates or RE) fell significantly
short of Budget Estimates (BE). Asa result, despite
an increase in capital expenditure to 2112 trillion
I 202526, compared to 2102 trillion in 2024-25

uses C38s to intervene in areas that
I’nl:l within the domain of the states. In contrast,
Finance Commission transfers under Article 270
(distribution of taxes between the Centre and the
states) are untiec and states are free to spend as
they deem 5, however, concerning that the
ratio of tied transfer to untied transfers to states
(including grants-in-ald under Anticle 275) will
rise to 34.8 per cent in 202526, thus reversing the
declining trend of last four years (to 296 per cent
Im 2024-25 from 49.3 per cent in 2020-21).

Overall, the Budget has done well in initiating
miasures to address the immediate challenge of
slowing household consumption, while exercising
fiscal prudence, which bodes well for macroeco-
nomic stability,

Theanthoris senlor fellow, Centre for Social and
Economic Pragress, New Delh

Time for light-touch but useful regulation

here's no doubt that light-touch regulation
I mnamduulonI:m-dmpewouhllwlnmm
hth d

ernment’s Motor Vehicle Aggregator and Delivery
Service Provider Scheme, as o|‘ last year, These cab

f doing business
of living. Replacing red tape with a "red carpet”
for investors has been on the “to-do” list for some
time. The recent Economic Survey tasacen-
tral theme, elaborating on the need for the gov-
ernment b get out of the way,

The Union Budget tabled last week camied the
theme forward by proposing a com-
e L0 exkone wiys bo ease the reg-
ulatory burden on stakeholders in
mon-financial sectors. The commit-
ree, which Is yet 1o be formed and
there s litthe information on its mem-
bers, Is expected to present a road
map within a year. That may or may
mot be a tall order but regulations in
consumer-facing services need a
review sothat the user benefits,

Cab aggregators, for instance,
miuist comply with rules and regula-
tions that are clear and useful sothat
riders are not left high and dry,
There's some competition coming
from new-age electric ride-sharing plavers these
days, but their presence is still limited, While an
increase in the number of meaningful service
providers may help the sector become mone user-
friendly, that could take time.

(o
gator platform, incheding two-wheelers, three-wheel-
s, and cabs, is estimated (0 be around 2.5 million in

NOT FOR PROFIT

NIVEDITA MODKERI

pantes ancl d.cllwnf service providers, according to
the state g totherules,
any cab aggregator, delivery service pmtdcr and &
commerce entity with a flect of more than 25 vehicks
st register under the scheme (which has electrifi
cation goals) to get alicence. Non-complianoe could
result in penalties ranging from
5,000 i % 0,000 ey instanee.

While the registration of vehicles
under this scheme servesa purpose,
many of the practical hurdlesthar a
passenger faces every day fadl 1o get
the attention of the authorities.
Surge pricing — a concept of variable
fare that & cab operator charges
depending on the time of day, desti-
nation and the volume of raffic —
has been a subject of debate around
thewerld. India ks no exception, with
the antitrust body, the Competition
Commission of India (CCI), also
doing its bit on this. Aggregators,
however, have mainiained that the algorithm used
by their apps decides the price without any human
Intervention. The jury may still be out on that one,
but surge pricing is not the only problematic issue
when dealing with cab aggregators. While hailing a
caly, it is the absence of certainty and predictability
that's most worsying — any regular user of this plat-
form in any city in India may have felt this.

state gover maths
on this. K

h app to reserve

The tim n

a8 these aggregators call them). The driver, typlcally
conskiered a gig worker, decides which ridestocan-
cel after they are confinmed by the app. No ques-
tlons asked. They also have the liberty to remain
sllent. without reaching the plckup point or can-
celling the ride. This category of driver partner often
enjoys keeping the passenger on hold=—again, no
questions. Then there are other issues like refund.
safety, cleanliness and talking while driving. but
those can be kept for later.

Gig economy has been a focus area for the gov-
ernment ever since cab aggregators, e-commerce,
and quick commerce became an integral part of
our lives. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
alsoannounced steps in the Union Budget to make
things better for gig workers by including them for
healthcare benefits under PM Jan Arogya Yolana.
Some clear guidelines and regulatory framework
for the glg workers and the platforms that they
work for could go a long way in addressing
user grievances.,

1o 2022 stuidy of Uhe ¢ ab Agaregator ecosystem.
the CCI had highlighted surge pricing, but had
pointed out that the: perception of “surge™ was not
necessarily adverse, glven the convenience and oth-
er conslderations that riders valued more. But it
had advocated adoption of self-regulatory measurcs
by cab aggregators to Inculcate best practices and
ensure a well- funniontngu:os)'stcm

I'sbecn Ty
whether foreign-owned orlmdml by large funding
ﬁwn foreign investors, have been around in India.

Icuerand splrit. Ih:ushowd Inciude paying drivers
betre

160,000 vehicies are reglstered under the Delhl gov-

a ting into the vehicl
depending on the mood of the driver (the partner,

ule. ﬁwﬂylhcnwiliumhawagmd ride.

granddaughters, the Patles, all made
impaortant

which became accepted currency inthe

1 these
comesthe well-known author Vinginia

1! fe. The plight of indentured
labrour, not slaves, not free, sent across

However, where the booksuffers isinthe
telling. or mtherthe editing. Thereisa
lotofbacking and forthing and too many

The Rajbelow the salt

Wioodl, andd from another, writerand

theworldtoworkin Britishcoloniesis

BOOK REVIEW
RANIONA BANERJI

o might imagine that the ¢mof

cobonial India is well mapped,

with littke beft to say. After all, we
studied our downfall and resurgence in
history books decades ago. 1 we have
learnt any more sincethen, it isthe ter-
rible extent of the cruelty and bar-
barism of our colonial malers,

\‘cl,nslhisbouksm us, we would

setterof standards or the tast of British

ch:mlck‘mdhls:mm Hewroteabout
om:

amatewr historian Willkam Dalrymphe, effectivelytold through the words of the

repetitions of the same instances across
sew:lal:alee Thlsnnlg' SIVES :ocorlrusn

ornot
enough, fascinatingsspects of lifein sih
and 19heenury Indiaare revealed.

Itis appropriatethat Devasis
Chattepadhyay stans his quirky tome
with the manhehas named it after—
Harry Hobbs. A planotuner. Mot the

Indban soeciety, nor o about newarrivids, Thecomplicated storiesof India’s slawves themselves,
proclamations, Instead, a man of the d fadlures. The godl '3 (! il William Asochy‘sh:lmy!smp,mnum[ youwonder lfmvgmlsamwlgnlﬂcam
lebut with insid ledge. chihy theinner hak William Yings and hed and
Hobbs was an adventurer, going workingsof kitchensofthe rich and Thackerayare alsohere. | should correct | thevictor. Itlslm.I oplewh ke the edit gofthe text would
P I‘.lmous,Uu:lm- T that toCakeutta’s connection, although MrChart s h i i
Orient. Along the way, he b aman theamrival = whenitcomesto openour eyesto Havingsaid that, the read itselfis
oftheworld, witheyesandearsforwhat | oficeinthecity. Bengal'sfamous novelist, | Thackeray, y HARRY HOBBS OF ROLKATA.  the past in livel fascinating. Mr Chatt Iy
worked andwhatdidnt. whowas Mudshanm:y'-tumkhcnm authorof anbalmlrxasa) S ANDOTHERFORGOTTEN fengaging - Wi
imporant andwhaocould be, film a LIVES: Some unusual warys. known
It I.s:u-\'dnlmnlumtlhalsomnyol I.I.alnktmwlun‘lld:bswho Ihcsc[amllh.s— lhlmhr'ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁl‘ld the detective times
thosewho peaple Mr C| 1 ithstoriesof Calcuttalife. | unclesand m&%bhkgwmu RichardReidor | aswell. n:mmlhemw«w
bookare not better known. Calcutta MrChattopadhyay’s collection ks nephews — came thehotel and
(now Kolkata) was India'smostcolonial | eclectic Forinstance, thesupposedlover | tolndia, towork Dmssmampadnm Shirley Tremaine, | Because w(.m:mmdhvayh nota
city, atrue imperial capital ina way that ofMarie Antolnette, Antolne De LEtang, and make their these are names. hhlnllanandawdmrhy ‘passion” rather
itssuccessor Delhicould neverbe. The e toIndi b [ | fortunes. Miyop Book h lels all hisown. A
Bengali remainsacontradictionhere— | the dalliance. Hemade hisway toCalowtta, Themost Pages: 315 remember Inmy | bit pedantic, abitlight and sometimes
o thee one hand, quick w pickup where he metulianSoubise, aCaibbean | horrific storyis L * Price: ¥505 working lifeasa Tullof understandable outrage,
Eumpc:m customs and mannerisms, slavewhowas freed and browghtup like a that of slavery and - i joumalist in Hesaysatthe end that Hobbs
ther, ready o Aentle i indent one ofthe Bornbay (laes Murmbai), journals were remainshis fvouritecharacterand itis
embrace anarchy. and out. Soubisetaught riding and fencing, Prinseps — another i alwiysstrogc and not why. Salute to thewriter
celebratedeath to the imperialist, Thus, :ubecmmmlamwml name, oneol'whomu 1 nostalgia rong he all
onewould have expec inge new in ; al. UBang'sfamily — playedarolein foriwscays as Caoutta, bara | else, Onein the eye forsnobbery and
MrChattopadhyay s work and instead : it Hewrotea fe i h continul livion in Inclia even fcwwll I:nm'n:aleﬂo(ﬂlmxm colonlalsnootiness!
| 4. delighted and homified. breeding andli India. N it bolishedin Britain, Mr Warren' Chamodc.
Hobbswas not just aplano uner, He But De LE mw,sim\cy wsaknaﬂlw Chattopadhyay weavesthe story Into [nrimmnce The revlewerisan independent fourmalist who
k iy dl. ! Family beautiful that of the simple littl ecowrie shell, This book fills someof thosegaps. writeson the media, polirics amd sockal limes
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

LINES IN THE HOUSE

InParliament, PM Modi underscored political battlelines that
will spana year in which there will be a lull in electoral hostilities
VERSIX MONTHS i i inth ftesmathofa Union
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WORDLY WISE
THERE WAS NEVER A NIGHT OR A PROBLEM THAT
COULD DEFEAT SUNRISE OR HOPE, — Branann WILLIAMS

The other pravasi

Marginalised at home, deported from US, why some

Indians undergo the hardship of illegal migration

SANJAYA BARU

INTHEIR ADDRESS on Pravasi Bharatiya Divas,
the day that commemaorates Mahatma
Gandhi's return to India from South Africa in
1Q1iwmﬁlmomlmmnmnldm

gt thatis seen to be d i h
dlvclaum.DnmeMlnnlorl‘lamdr.lMndllnl‘arllamml'mmedtmlumd
themes. In his reph fthank resident’ s.lddmls in
Lal:WlaTnmdaa.u\danaSﬂl:hnmum MM
toclay's poor to wmorrow's middle class, via the " nvomuddlocl.u!"— and said that they
energise the India growth story, He described the mary ways in which his government
has empowered the poor — 25 crore, he said, have been Ilncdmnnl'puwrry in his tenure
- ’hthQl STs claya’™

P vanchit or
givena b

{8 were being
and

Vilksit Bharat
schemes. In athcr\m!ds palitically decoded, his message was — don't look at the tax break
asa shift from the government's pro-poor focus, but as an extension of it,

The second political message that could be read in his lines, and between thern, was
that the BJP still sees Congress as the main political opponent to be vanguished, and de-
fines itsell in opposition to, This is worth noting becase, on the ground, the strongest
challenge to the Modi-BJI"s dominance comes from ﬂ:gluml anuadlﬂmmw in
every state — not Congress, Despite the uf P ke Sabh June

ﬂ'mr
gin (I0s) overseas and non-resident Indians
(NRIs) that they are Mather India's ambassa-
dors, They represent Indian culture and civil-
isation, talent and enterprise, Prime Mindster
Marenclra Modi told a Pravasi Bharatiya gath-
ering in Bhubaneswar last manth that over-
seas ndians are “Bharat's reshimdoot”,
The Indian emigrants whe have been
ch.uFd with mmlr%the United States il-
reed toretum home,
transpnrted inUS military aircraft, are am-
Bassaclors of a different kind. They remind
the world not of Indian talent and enter-
prise, culture or civilisation but of the lack
ol pportunity, of discrimination of one ldnd
or another and of the unease of living here
that makes them undergo the hardship of
ilegal migration.

20‘2“' toreverse the impression of indling, That

ion is al [ ised against it by its INDIA allies, who are,
one after the other, questioning its claim wllhln tho Oppaosition to primacy. PM Madi
sketched several before-and-after scenarios — in each, Congress was the discredived an-
cien regime, While in the Lok Sabha speech he targeted the AAP too, without taking its
name, inthe Rajya Sabha speech, made a day after the voting in Delhi, be painted hisown
party and government as the anti-Congress, Thvl‘ungwlwlﬂm Family First™, he said,
while it is"Nation First” for the BJP. Congress world e — "dpasre ki lakeer
ko chiota kama (an attempt to self-aggrandise in zero sum games | —while the BIP be-

ronl:l.ll dim view of the enforcee export of

Indian labour to European colonies, aoth due

tothelr

wal freedom as well as their view that the
light of poorly paic Indian labour overseas

awlablmm lgep::v of Mother India, Under

pressure from the nationalist leaclership, the

imperial government in Londan in 1915:

lieves in alall}".Co is divisi promotes “Whatever may be the extent of the economic
i hn "{thepmmnrnmnm\ miash 7 the of in-

i i el dd i N dentured labour, the political as pect of the
itis the party ”rh.ilot" — ficence roj S o the DBCC Mu:l.‘::: question is such that no one who has at heart
oy e the interest of British rule indndiacan afford 1o

lee the economy and takes forward the constitetional spir, and so on.

neglect it....For Indian politiclans, moderate
alike.

In mmtlmtamﬁshmmhtmmnuntﬂw social justice” plank by g
e ¥ ferring to“three MPsinone
(.lmlly". and with his rhetorical whether this would be possible if the family
were SC or 5T, PM Modi was .ulmpllrutn undernu that Curumsclalm.md!trum His
speeches I in will,othy  be
lull in hostilies { in Dethi now and in Bib

atyear-end,

SEA OF OPPORTUNITIES

By embracing and supporting athletic excellence, IIT-Madras
setsa precedent for a more inclusive definition of achievement
NITS RECOGNIT Eact that excelle I ek

alone, the S L don (SEA) sch Iy INT-Mackras marks a trans-
formative step. Launched in July-August 2024, wl:hmlmmnta‘amunﬂ Rs25
crore and operational only in the Mad : P ry seats are re-
served for at beast one medal i i | ina
sport recognised by federations under the Union sport mindstry in the last four years, scored
at beast 75 per cent in their Class X1 board exams and cheared the |EE {Advanced ) est. 1t re-

warts athletic prowess uctural support, as well as the opy ity to pursue
hllhetﬂlumtlunatuncnl'trv.-mnn'y'!nuslcwwdlmtllullm
Inlndia, th t demic dreams and ath

letic ambitions, wllh the focus largely being on the former. But sports requires a unique
set of skills — discipli P e, b and i lhalcnnl:uqually

Juabk athletes with

that the existence
of this system, which they do not hesitate o
call by the name of savery, brands theirwhole
race i the eyes of the British Colonlal Empire
with the stigma of helotry,”

The status aflada)fslirlml migrants is, in
many respects, no different from that of the
inclentured kabowr of the 19th ancd early 20th
centuries, Thvlmu smrm-nr.lndmlldrl'n
may now |
sonmtmsnl’ﬂhmtmm.hnlhmmmaru
chilren of Bharat mata toclay who emigrate

The status of today’s dllegal
migrants is, in many
respects, no different from
that of the indentured
labour of the 19th and carly
20th centuries, The latter’s
great grandehildren may
now be feted in Tndia as
overseas representatives of
Bharat 'mata’, bue there are
many children of Bharat
‘mata’ today who emigrate
illegally for reasons not very
different from the ones that
forced the poor of

British India o e corralled
into slavery.

lbegalty for reasons not very different from the

corralled ivio slavery.

Legal migrants are welcomed as fodder
that fuels the development engines of the de-
veloped econamies, They are welcomed be-

increasing number of the wealthy are also
leaving Indian shores in search of First World
lives, Henley & Partners, a firm that describes
itsell as a “fiem of global citizens™ that assists
clients to acquire forelgn citizenship and res-
Ideru‘v lhrﬂunh investment”, reparts that

cause they bring with th hurman o
financial capital, legal migrants have only
their wage labour to offer. Both have the ca-
pacity to contribute to the host econarmy and
both can I

cals
galand llegal very differently. D
play arobe, .ndnml.llamtudu

mhlnlrwlmlandhmmmlnm-rar-
mer, because they are not viewed as an asset
It as a liability. In the latter, they are vieweed
s an object of shame because they represent
fa

Whediafocus is at the momenton the num-
berof iBegal migrants identified by US author-
ities and the numbers being deported, Over
the past five post-Covid years, the LS Customs
and Border Protection agency has detained as
mary as 170000 Indian migrants attempting
toventer the LS ilegally.

paid emigra-
tIannMand 4300in 2024, immldml
oped economies are offering citlzenship aca
price and anincreasing number ofinclians are
willing to pay that price.

Replying to a question in Parliament in
Hugust 2024, the Minister of State for External
MdEairs, Kirti Varclhan Singh, stated that a total
of 2,25,260 Indians had “renounced their
Indian citizenship” in 2022 and 2,16.219 in
2023, Taken together, a total of 18,80,559
Inchians had given up their citizenship in the
period 2001-23,

In the end, cross-| Isnrdvt mlgratinn is a

‘gal onily inthe

mm u'nlury Humans hnwlr?md through

time V.
Alarge part of the * WrurvatIcan"pnpu-
lation comprises Europe’s poor and desper-
ate and not the European elites. European
elite mlgrallnn ra the LIS is a 20th a'ntury

propor
legal migrants are reportedly from the mone
developed states of Gujarat and Punjab, In both
states, the sizeable presence overseas of
Gujaratis and Punjabis is one factor that con-

abe ancl
the hupeafmntu.llsuctmilwmn.

mwll

sal that lackef adeg

nvn-dand |nmmd after that, The !hlplaads

hat crossed the Atlantic were Europe's mar-
mmllml and desperate, The America that
was open to such people, seeking a better
anel freer life, is mow shutting its doors to the
world's marginalised.

On returning home, how will these “ille-
anantsmltw society that they ket in

ever
tothe dcspcmm of ilegal emigrants,

The news of the enforced return of lllegal
migrants brings into sharp relief the dualism
that characterises Indian emigration. India's
talented and wealthy are being welcomed
across the werld and they are happy to leave
home. India's depressed and desperate are,
however, increasingly shunned, Donald
Trurmp b makes this distinction, He has said
that he would like to keep America's doors

{on? What dowes lifee have in store for
thase whohave beentothe "land of opportu-
niey" aned then foreed to return o a place that
offered litthe opportunity? How will we re-
spond wand reintegrate those who have been
deported and sent back? The PICand the NRL
the Rishi Sunaks, Satya Naclellas and Ajay
B , e recedved back home with much
pride and fanfare. How will we receive the
other provasis?

1o India while shutting them Baru i thor and a farmer editor af
to Inclia's desperate. The Financial Express. His fortheoming boak
1 onthe one hand, the desperate are try- examines the changig class background of
ing toemigrate illegally, on the other hand,an emigrants from India

SECURITY AT IS CORE

Principles of data governance in UPI ecosystem should be adhered to

]’Aml. MALIK AND HARISHANKAR THAYYIL JAGADEESH

APAYMENTS ARCHITECTUIRE that is ubbui-
tous, costhess to the user, reliable and used by
Trchia’s

millions, L

sluwmalfemhomachmvmmlInthtlrcrmm!pnmnd.mdvmlcmm This can
create amore di and ceess s not solely
defined by the ability to excel in a single domain but by a broader range of skills, Thess

the 21 steentury. It has allow

byp.usltwdnmlnmdrw networks and
decaces,

Hm we argue that the policy discourse

I reated by the duopoly-like-

changes are also aligned with thy holistic education. andlsup-
portingathletic IIT- aprecedent for ather li
across the country rils a more inclusive definition of achi

Thefact i intragedy —

pus between ﬂepu'mlu:rlon and April 20023 — also points at the langer malaise affecting
higher education in Inclia, where the barriers are too many, the opportunities too few and
the stakes impassibly high. In recent years, IITs have consciously tried to address the lack of
diversity, both in terms of geneler and socio-economic backg) through

tion of a supermumerary quota of 20 per cent for women in their undergraduate engineer-
g programmes and npen-dmrpalu‘leﬁ For aspirants to interact wllhimlly memmbers,

strumuv in the third-party aj rmuuer!
(TPAPs ), such aai(‘.oaﬂelE ) gﬁme
the attempts to reduce m.mwmum I:ciuw
30 per cent, Is misplaced, The imposition of
arbitrary market-share cap to mimic a com-
petitive outcome iscounterproductive, Thm
positive network extemalities, There are other
issues amound UP| that need tobe addressed —
the biggest is personal data protection.

UM shares significantly more clata on the

aumnsathm Creating aculture of i y ppart will allow for better
of into thes dhelndi of a homog- ditional forms of transactions such as credit
s rrasoyl syt However, it o - : ,...mmp.,'., cards..f\lmlﬂm;:marudmﬁarm
inc i e which have strict standards such as Payment
m:uunnl!lru mlmndlwm IIT campus will encourage creativity, collaboration, and Cand Inclustry Data Security Standard, Finally,
—th shauld be built, the data-sharing policies of TRAPS are ot pub-

THANK GOD IT’Ss MONDAY

Anew study suggests that evenings and
weekends aren't the happiest times
N CLASSROOMS ACROSS India and the world, repeated ad infinimum by teachers
[anda(cllchcs.a proverts adorns blackboards, walls and notice boards: “An idle
mind," . In 2025, researchers
from Unlwr!iil:r College Lmdnntuu]mallmmdvdamlhu Apart from
finding that "it is always better in the moming”, the study suggests counterintuitively

beentold, “isthe devil's

that most people are actually ppier on the weeker
mmnum" hed | Toked at res I 50,000 adults
garhered b March 2020 and 2022 I tuates

over time .mdsimsnns, llmadly Speaklru[llu'ms variation at tholndwlaual level), it ap-
pearsthat theidle han albusyone, The moming,
chary booms, isn't the cause nl'dmd sn much as evenings, In fact, what may appear to be
the most insurmountable of prnhlemsm the evening can come lntn pmﬂm aftera
<l night's sleep, Ancl th k
The iclbe mind may not quite be the mrbnhﬁ:erphlsprIcsasmsm thought,
Bt it turns out that structures can sometimes be helpful, if only as a distraction, The
weekday, for all the hassles of work, has a set pattemn to it The weekend demands more,
and “relaxing” may just be a reminder of how empty life can seem — that myystical sense
J i that inspired and dep d so many. Fyodor Dostoevsky to Albert Camus,
Perhaps the resy in the LICL study had such a hard time with free time because
it's so rare, tockay, Inany case, people are unlikely to “thank god it's Monday™,

tscwn

licly mvailable, limiting awareness of the data
implications of the LIP ecosystem, This situa-

Privacy experts argue that
the UPEecosyst able o
sustain without fees simpl
by virtue of being premised
on data-eollection and data-
sharing, This means that if
VoL are not paying, you are
the product. While data
collection in UPTis notas
Orwellian as the behavioural

virtue of being premised on data-collection
and data-sharing. This means that if you are
not paying, you are the product, While data
collection in LI is not as Orwellian as the be-

social-media firms, there are parallels. Anc
perhags, lessons to be learned, The true cost of
the UP duopoly is that the extracted data is
entrenching the market mllnnddmrlm
TRAPs. Data beveraging by TIAPS into acljacent

imisation and purpose limitation can mitigate
harms of data scoumulation by large firms.
Itis important to note that Rule 5{1)of the
Diraft DPOP Rules 2025 permits the state and its
Instrumentalities 1o process personal data of
adata principal for the provision or issance
of subsidies, benefits, services, ete, UPhwould
Illnmfallwlthlnlh' scope of the exemption to

state instrumentalities. However, suchexemp-
tlun shm-ldbe limited o the core infrastruc-

markets may limit ility in the
lreadler financial products market, including
Insurance and micro loans. While business

d ; demtya

ureof CLTRAPs, whoare private
nperanarsrldlm on the rails of the DF, need
not be given such exemptions, I the Dralt
DPOP Rules 2025 are eracted md.lwllcdln.l

w;ﬁd niot address this problem.
Thiscli T

e LIPI it
has the potential to cmtva hmdvme af

text of the recent Digital Personal Data

transapare

which can maintain and grov pul:lrllwl in

I'a!lwlthlnthe

Protection (DFDP) Rules, mﬂhl’smuld U[‘Iandadclms lhvmtwltlanmlv
The j et by the G20 Trolka
dlralt. Thy tlndm Brazil ancl South N’ﬂca]nn [P), Aland
e the principle of data ance .llsu calls for reducing
whuhwlﬂmhalmlyﬂw d.lta A necessary  asymmet b .

"

I'ar fulﬂlll the purpose,

.unea. mu!llu'mllmtd When

wlldﬂmnlutholm ammtnl’lnfarn'm-

FOVETTIANCE 10 ENSUTE Privacy and Security.
Perhaps it is time for India to blaze the trail
furtherin financial D[‘Immulmwﬁpﬂ

ton using whi ........m

sition at thy

nmal maximal data collection and minimal data collection and safely Whil clal inclusion by implementing these dat.l
nberal par- . molal, imalek 1 hared among g0 principles.
ties inwalved in a UP transaction, increasing "m';.u;?m'_'“ }“: h’_m"fl collection
the possibility of data leaks. media firms, there are of user information should be based on in- Il s isiting piroyessior, [CRIER
Privacy experts argue that the UM ecosys- E‘-ﬂ'ii“t‘l-‘i- And ]\ﬂlu[\h- formed, unambiguous and specific consent. Prosus Cenre and Jagadeesh is
tiem is able o sustain without fees simply by ssqons to be learned, These pro-gompetitive principles of data min- Sl consultan | ICRIER
FEBRUARY 7, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PRIESTLY MEDIATION

THE FIVE SIKH high priests are prepared o
play the role of *mediators” between the

Unien for Demacratic Rights was posted
Tourd it dlifficult to order an inguiry into the
November riots in Defhi as sought in the pe-
tithon, Justice Yogeshwar Dayal said that the

foven zMAIulI!tnIind lutin to
u.thc)\kal

matter was political. Justice B N
| said, " matters, would

Tﬂl:ht Glani Kirpal Singhsaid that the
Evernment was “serious” about settling the
Issue, then all senior Akali leaders, now un-
der detention in different jails, “must be re-
Jeaseel "

acongenial

Rior INQUIRY

THE NEW BENCH of the Delhi High Court be-
fore which the writ petition of the People’s
Union for Civil Liberties and the People's

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

the | the court Inthis?™

OLp Vs YOUNG

THE QLD GUARDYin the Communist Party of

demanding that [yoti Basu should quit as
Chief Mindster of West Bengal and take over
as the general secretary of the state party,

Tax LoorHOLE

THE DELHI MUNICIPAL Corporation will
“lewy” howsse ot but will not“colbect” the tax
from properties whose rateable value is less
than Rs 1,000. The civic body found itsell in
afix when it passed the ruling Congress-|

Inelia (Marxist)has run

ble fellowing the party’s debaclo in rhv I.nk

Saliha election. The !numrludm allhv
¥

pary's Last year that properties
wihwse rateable value is Rs 1000 will be ex-
wrmmhmnxlwmlw undtrSﬂ‘tIan

part;
sendor CPM leaders to quit key pwsm thv

poration is not

party The younger

propert Frnmlwyo(pmpcrmau.
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Factors that bolster BJP comeback predictions

'HE 2025 Deelhi Assembly elec-

tions have garnered significant
attention, with exit polls indicating
a potential shifi in the city's politi-
<al landscape.

According to all exit polls, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) is pro-
jected 1o secure an absolute ma-
Jority in the Fi-member assembly,
marking a notable resurgence afier
its underwhel ming performance in
tve previous general elections. This
development suggests a possible
dbecline for the Aam Aadmi Farty
(AAP), led by Arvind Kejriwal,
which has governed Delhi for the
[past two terms.

The AAP, aware of the challeng-
e it faced, was already anticipating
a tough battle. Evenif it manages to
retain power, it is expected to doso
with a slim majority, The party has
argued that voters favoured anoth-
e term for them but were hesitant

w openly express thelr support
as they fear BIP might put them
behind  bars, However, pollsters
have pointed out that Dehi vot-
ers are generally outspoken about
their preferences, unlike in Punjab,
where people tend 1o be more re-
served in political discussions as
they fear the government.

Exit polls attribute mubliple fac-
o 1o the projected BIP surge,
including strong anti-incumbency
sentiment, which has even cast
doubt on the dectoral prospects
of Arvind Kejriwal himsefl Ad.
dationally, the BIFs strategic cam-
paigning and shifting voter sen-
timents appear o have played a
crucial role. Notably, sonse Muslim
voters and clerics have openly stat-
ed their support for the BP over
AAP this time, indicating a shift in
the minarity vole —traditionally &
stronghold for AAP and Congress.

The AAP which emerged from
an anti-cormuption movement in
2012, has been a dominant force in
Drelhi palitics, winning consecutive
terms in 2005 and 2020, However,
the party faced significant chal-
lenges leading up to the 2025 elec-
tions., In September 2024, Arvind
Kejriwal resigned as Chief Minkster
amid allegations related to a liquor
pelicy case, leading to Atishi Mar-
lena taking over the party’s lesder-
ship. This leadership change, cou-
pled with internal challenges, may
have influenced public perception
and voter confidence against AAP

The Congress, which main-
tained its anti-Sanatan and anti-
Maodli rhetoric, struggled to mount
an organised and well-structured
campaign in the Delhi Assembly
elections, The party’s failure 1o
adapt its messaging to voler com-
cerns likely contributed to its weak

positioning

AAPS  anti-corruption  stance
ook a hit due to the alleged liquor
scam, which forced Kejriwal to
step down. This controversy, along
with governance concerns such as
inadequate  infrastructure  devel-
opment, may have led to voter ap-
prehension. During the campaign,
AAP attempted to deflect criticism
by blaming neighboring Haryana
Tor various isswes, induding allega-
tions of attempts at genocide, but
this strategy may not have reso-
nated with voters.

On the other hand, the BIP
strategically targeted AAP strong-
holds, particularly in North and
Northwest Delhi, 1o expand its
voter base, Initiatives such as dis-
tributing keys to flats for slum
dwellers in the Wazirpur constitu-
ency likely strengthened its appeal.
Additionally, traders in tradational

commercial hubs like Chandni
Chowk expressed  dissatisfaction
with the AAP governments per-
formance, further bolstering BJPs
prospects, While exit polls suggest
a significant victory for the BIP
the actual results, scheduled 1o be
announced om Saturday will con-
firm the electorate’s deciskon, a BIP
win would signify a major shift in
Delhi’s political landscape, ending
AAPS decade-long dominance and
potentially aleering policy direc-
tioms in the capital.

Conversely, if AAP manages to
retain power, it will underscore the
party’s resilience amid challenges.
The Congress' performance will
also be closely watched as it al-
tempis 1o regain rebevance in Dielhi
politics. With just 24 hours beft un-
til the results, all eyes remain on
Delhi to see how the political nar-
rative unfolds.

Grrira) SixcH
[Unpon MisisTes
For TexTiLes)

HE Indian apparel &
textile industry with 4
size of about US § 176

billion comributes close 1o 2
per cent 1o the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and
accounts for about 11 per cent
of the manufacturing outpul,
The textile industry & abso
ame of the largest sources of
employment generation in the
country, direcily employing
over 45 million textile worke rs.

India i the sixth largest ex-
parter of textiles and apparcls
and has a share of about 4 per
cent of the global trade in this
segment. The shase of textile
and apparl (T&A) incleding
handicrafts in India’s total mer-
chandise exports & currently
about 8 per cemt. The sector
has perfect alignment with
goverament’s key mitatives
like Make in India, Skill India,
Women Empowerment  and
Rural Youth Employment. The
Budget announced an outlay of
Rs 5,272 <rore for the Mindstry
of Textiles for 2025-26. This
was an increxse of about 19 per
cent over budget estimates of
2024-25 (Rs 441703 crome),
and is the highest in recent
years.

The Budget for the Produc-
tion Linked Investment (PLI)
Scheme for Tewiiles has boen
enhanced from Rs 45 crone
(BE) in 2024-25 10 Rs 1148
crore this year: The PLI scheme
foer textiles & being implemerit-
ed to enhance India's manufac-
turing capabilities and enhane-
g exports with an approved
finamcial outlay of Rs 10683
crone aver a five-year period. I

cavers sunrise sectors like the
Manmade Fibee (MMF), MMF
spparel and technical textiles
segment, to erable these sec-
tors achieve size and scale, 1o
beconse globally competitive.

Productivity

Enhancement

THE Union Budget 025-26
has amnounced a ‘Mission
for Cotton Productivity. This
S-year missdon will facilitate
significant imsprovements
in productivity and sustain-
ability of cotton farming, and
promode  exira-long  staple
cotion vasictics. This mission
would be jointly implemented
by Mimistry of Agriculiure &
Family Welfare (MoA&FW)
and Minktry of Textiles.

Dty Incentive

The Nathonal Technical Tex-
tiles Mission of the Ministry
of Textiles focuses on: (i) re-
search, innovation and de.
velopment; (i) promotion
and  market  devdopment
(it) education and skilling
and (iv) export promotion in
techmical textikes. The Budget
has added two more types of
shattle-Jess boams 1o the list of
fully exempted textile machin-
ery. Duty an shuttle less boom
Rapier Looms (below 650 me-
ters per minute) and Shutle
less loom Air jet Looms (be-
low 1000 meters per minute)
for use in textile industry has
been made nil from the exist-
ing 7.5%

Protection For

Domestic Sector

The Budget announcement 1o
Increase Baske Custom Duty
rabe on knitted fabrics covered
by nine tariff limes from *10%

UNION BUDGET 2025-26

A BOOST TO THE TEXTILE SECTOR

7

India is the sixth |argest exporter of textiles and apparels and has a share of aboutd per cantof the gobal trade in this
segment. The Budget anncunced an outlay of Rs 5,272 crore for the Ministry of Textiles for 2025-26, This was an increase
of about 19 per cent over budget estimates of 2024-25 (Rs 4,417.03 crore), and is the highest in recen tyears. Efforts
wuldbamda o further energise the textiles sector to make India Atmanitbhar in the entire raw material value chain, tap

tits domest

large- scalelheﬂhnodoppwmnh:las,ﬂw PLI scheme for textik

1e halnd mnl dto

rket size and exports, and maintain and enhance its potential forensuring

& implementsd

India’s factur

capabilities and enhancing exparts with an approved financial outiay of Rs 10,683 crore over a five-year period, Itwoers
sunrise sectors like the Manmade Fibre (MMF), MMF apparel and technical textiles segment, to enable these sectors to
achieve size and scale, to become ghobally competitive

or 200" 1o " 20% or Rl 15 per
kg, whichever is higher” will
fortify the domestie textile
industry by curbing the in-
flux of low-priced insports of
knitted fabrics. This measure
will encourage the use of do-
mestically produced fabrics,
boost capacity wiilisation, and
dimulate investments in local
manufacturing.

Thruast to MSMEs

The budget has identified MS-
MEs as ane of the engines for
bringing sbout transformative
reforms in the econonry. This
gains importance for the textile
sector, given that a majority of
lnedia's textile and apparel pro-
duction capacity is represented

by MSMEs, which secount for
aver B0% of the sector. Provi-
shons like revision in classifi-
«cation criteria for the MSMEs
with significant enhancement
of credit availabslity with guar-
antee cover would help them
achieve higher efficiencies of
scale, technological upgrada-
tion and better access to capital,
‘With the revised dassification.
non mare anits will comne un-
der MSME.

Mega Events o

Promote Sector

T further the above agenda,
and to givea fllipto the Indian
textile imdustry, a megy event
- Bharat Tex 2025 - &s being
organised by 11 major textile

industry bodies and supporied
by the Ministry of Tetiles.
Bharat Tex 2023 would be onc
of the largest events of its kind
in the world both in scale and
scope, a5 it brings the entire
textile industry value chain,
from raw materials to finished
products, and including acees-
sories under one single rool,
Built arcund the twin themes
of resilient global value chains
and textile sustainability - the
event focwses on sustainabiliy,
innovation, and global collabo-
ralion,

The main event be beld
from Febroary 14-17, 2025
at the Bharat Mandapam and
will cover the entire valae
<hain of textiles from raw ma-

teridls 1o finished products,
while related exhibitions such
a accessories, ganment ma-
chinery, dyves and chemicals
and handicrafts, will be held
from February 12 to 15, 2005
al the India Expo Centre and
Mant Greater Noida.

Conclsion

With the enabling policy sup-
poit in place, efforts would be
made to further encrgise the
textiles sector to make India
Atmanisbhar in the entire raw
material vabue chain, tap more
imvestments, augment its do-
mestic market size and exports,
and maintain and enhance its
potential for ensuring large-
scale livihood opportunities.

What went wrong in Washington?

Planes have high-tech systems to stop midair crashes

o e

CHRYSTAL £HANG

n Wednesday  might
(lanuary 39, 2025) Us

time, a passenger jet and US
Army helicopter collided at
a low altitude near Ronald
Reagan Washingion Nation-
al Airpon, and crashed into
the Potomac River. A total
of 60 passengers - includ-
ing US and Russian cham-
pion figure skaters - and
four crew were on beard
the American Airlines flight
AA5342 from Wichita, Kan-
sas. Three military personmel
were in the chopper, which
wias conducting a routine
traiming flight. Authorities
say no one on boand either
aircrafi survived,

This crash comes just over
a month after a passenger
jet crashed in South Korea -
possibly as a result of a bind
strike - killing all but two
of the 181 people on board.
The two incidents have fo-
cused attention on aviation
safety around the world

In the case of the most
recent tragedy in the US,
technology exists that is de-
signed to help pilots avoid
midair collisions with other
aircrafi. It is known as the
Traffic Collision Avoidance
System - or TCAS,

S0 how does it work? And
why might it have failed to
prevent disaster in this case?

What is a TCAS?

A TCAS is an aircraft safety
system that menitors the
alrspace around a plane for
other aircraft equipped with
transponders. These are de-
vices that listen for and re-
spond 1o incoming electron-
ic signals. The system = also
sometimes referred to as an
ACAS (Airborne Collision
Avobdance System) - oper-
ates independently of an ex-
ternal air traffic contrel sys-
tem. Its purpose is to alert
pilots imm ediately to nearby
aireraft and potential midaic
collisions. Since the technol-
ogy was developed in 1974,
it has undergone a number
of advances.

The first generation tech-
nology, known as TCAS 1,
monitors what's around an
airceafl, It provides informa-
tion on the bearing and ahi-
tude of any nearby aircraft.
I there is a risk of collision,
it generates what's known as
a “Traffic Advisory™ - or TA.
When a TA is issued, the pi-
lot is motified of the threat,

but muse themselves deter-
mine the best evasive action
o take.

The second generation
echnalogy, known as TCAS
11, goesa step further: it pro-
vides a pilot with specific
instructions on how to avodd
acollision with a nearby air-
craft or conflict with traffic,
either by descending, limb-
ing, turning or adjusth
Ihﬁr speed 4 g

These newer systems are
also able to communicate
with ¢ach other, This en-
sures the advice given to
each aircraft is coordinated.

Any  aircraft used for
commercial purposes must
be equipped with a TCAS
in accordance with inter-

nmational regulations under
whats known as the Chi-
<age Convention. There are
specific provisions under the
convention for noncommer-
cial aircraft, Military heli-
coplers are ot subject to the
provisions of the Chicago
Convention {although they
are subject o domestic laws
and regulations]. And there
are reports the military heli-
copter did not have a TCAS
system on board.

milations
altitudes

Regardless of whether the
military helicopter involved
in the crash was fitted with
a TCAS, the sechnology still
has limitations. In particu-

lar, it is inhibited at altinsdes
Ibelow roughly 300 metres.
The last recorded alttude
of American Aidines flight
AASMI was roughly 90
metres. The lagt recorded
altitude of the US military
helicopter that collided with
the plane was roughly 60
matres. [t is not an sccident
that a TCAS is inhibited at
low altinwdes. In face, this
is part of the design of the
techrology. This is primar-
ily because the system re-
lics on radio altimeter data.
which measures altitude and
becomes kess accurate near
the ground, This could po-
tentially result in unreliable
collision-avaidance instruc-
tions, Another issue is that
an aircraft at such a low al-
titude cannot descend any
further io avedd a collision.

The site of several near
misses

Ronakd Reagan Washing-
ton National Airport is one
of the busiest airports in |he

eral near misses in recent
years,

For example, in April
M, a commercial plane
pilot coming into land had
to take evasive action to
avoid a helicopter that was
roughly 100 metres beneath
it. In an incident report, the
pilot said: We never received
a warning of the teaffic from
(air traffic control) s we
were unaware it was there,

Many people, including
Democratic US senator Tim
Kaine, pointed to this mear
mis as evidence of why a
plan to allow more flights
inte Renald Reagan Wash-
inglon  National  Airport
should not proceed. Kaine
sald on X: The near-miss
crash at DCA yesterday is
yet another example of why
we cn't keep cramming
maore flights 1o this airport,
I've been warning about
this for years—the system
i overwhelmed and it's a
threat to public safety. De-
spite this, the plan was ap-
proved the following month.
All of this will undoubtedly
be examined as part of the
investigstion by the Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board into this disaster.

(Writer is Associate Pro.

United States.
military and private alr\:uﬁ
share very limited alrspace
and corridors,

It has been the site of sev-

& Aviation, RMIT Usiver-
iy, Melbowrne: Courtesy:
Ittpsziitheconversation.
com/)

(® LETTERS

‘Right moment’ for PM's holy dip
NLIKE most devotees, Prime Minister Narendra
chooses the “right moment™ for his “divine
connection” His holy di in the Sangam could mot have
been timed better. This time too he, true to style, bathed
himself in religious symbolism. The *Rudraksh™ he held
in his hands, the deep orange jersey he was cad i, the
aarti he performed amid urdunlins of mantra said it
all. He was not bothered about the allegation that it wasa
bid to sway the voters of Delli if he could favour his party,
Mods’s way of seeking votes was not limited to rallies and
road shows, Being in a holy place on the day of clection
is his best election campaign mode. But the problem is
that it amounts to displaying piety and using it to influ-
ence the voters. Of all the right-wing politicians, Modi has
perfected the art of tappi lgil:ls identity for political
pain to perfection. No doubdt, if the visuals are anything 1o
o by, e looked at a perfect fusion of religion and politics.
But how it benefits the mass of Indian humanity, and it is
acceptable in a secular democracy cannot be left unasked.
G Dunid Miltoss, Maruthancode, TH

Kudos to Hyderabad innovator

HIS has reference to the News, “Techie Develops

Garland Machine” (February 6, 2025). Kudos to our
Balkampet innovator Shyam Babu for designing a 10 kg
gartand making machine. It was only on Wednesday that
our IT & Electronics Minister Ashwini Vaishnav said,
“India has a high degree of creativity” Shyam Babu's ma-
chine can be operated both by battery and electric power,
By keeping the flowers in the designated place, the ma-
chine automatically makes garlands. This in fact is a true
innovation, We have abundant talent with us. Semehow,
we fail 1o encourage them by giving them a free hand. As
our IT Minister hopes, with our young entrepreneurs and
our researchers India will become world leaders of the A
I revolution.

Dr A B Sai Prasad, Bengaluru

Dollar dreams end in dismay, despair

OING io the USA to earn high incomes, maintain-
ing high standands of living was earlier definitely a
green pasture for the educated elite, but this notion has
to change at least now keeping in view the present politi-
cal times in US. Tt is high time that the Indian students
realise this and focus more on having education here it-
self. Honesty, sincere hard-work, quick accurate decision
making and strong performances will certainly pay
di\'idrgds within ?:Ea itsclf. Merit pays hﬂ: rio\h'll‘g:
recent happenings in the USA should be an eye opener 1o
all to go to USA only with valid visas.
Kasrurn Durga Prasad Rao, Hyderabad
Ll

IT‘ i exasperating to witness the mass extradition of
Indian citizens by USA. They are termed as Gllegal
immigrants. Those who went 1o US on student visa, do
menial jobs and earn extra bucks for survival; they too
miay be termed illegal and deported back. The gros
unemployment in home country is prompting the Indi-
ans 1o risk ‘investing” in US dreams. Governmen? must
cither financially support the migrams till they seule
in US or must provide employment to youth in India w
contain the exedus.

P R Ravinder, Hyderabad.

Al summit should address grave threats

Editorial “A global summit on Al amid malicious

uses” (February 6, 2025). Artificial Intelligence
is no doubt an extraordinary phenomenon maoving at a
frenctic pace. Al having a sinister influence on the hu-
man mind is discernible, it can play havoe to shape the
behaviour of people with detrimental effect. Keeping in
view, Faccbook's Al programme is designed to be part of
their ambitions after Al has started to gain prominence.
It is expected that the Al summit co-chaired by India and
France to pave way for global Al standards will promote
ethical governance by adopting the best practices along-
side building a rebust talent pool to spur Alstartup pace.
K R Srinfvasan, Secunderabad

Primary education in a state of negleet

SER (Annual Status of Education Report) report
NGO Pratham revealed incremental improvement in
certain pockets of rural school education. We need trans-
formational educational change. Primary school educa-
thon has never been a rity for any government since
independence. We made good strides rlg'hllysn in profes-
sional courses like ITT/NITY ATIMS but equal rigour lacks
in school education. Education being state subject, they
must work on high budget allocations for full strength of
skilled teachers and infrastructure, washrooms for girls,
library, playgrounds ete.
Buddha Jagdish Rag, Visskhapatnam

thehansreader@gmail.com

() BENGALURU ONLIN

Court advises warring lady officers to
read ‘One Minute Apology’

BENGALLURL: The evidence hearing was held in the 5th
ACMM Court in Bengalura regarding the defamation
case filed by TAS officer Rohini Sindhuri against 1PS officer
Roopa Moudgil. Rohini Sindhuri and Roopa Moudgil, who
were present in the court, were advised to reach a compro-
mige. Both of them are senior officers who have eamed a
good reputation. ‘You should dedicate your time to the so-
ciety. Instead of wasting time in court proceedings, think
about whether a compromise is possible] said Judge Vijay
Kumar Jatla. He also advised the two officers to read the
book Ome Minute Ap p and adjourned the next hearing
1o February 12. The fight between 1PS officer I Roopa, who
had misde serious allegations by sharing photos of Karnata-
ka 145 officer Rohini Sindhuri on social media, had ended
in the bocal court, the High Court and reached the Supreme
Court. However, the fight between these two officers has
ot been resolved even in the Supreme Court.

: Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Promise of a benign GST

FM’s intent to lower the rates inspires confidence
as it is expected to create a positive output effect

INANCE MINISTER MIRMALA Sitharaman has indicated that the
Goodsand Servmu.'lax(GS"IJCounculmlghtnutdelayﬂae much-
awaited “rati "of the longer, and stressed
thatwhatisin theoffing isa“thorough review”, particularly con-
cerning the items nfdaulymn_-.umplmn_lmportantl)f,she added that the
intent of the exercise, which started three years ago, is to "have fewerand
lower rates”, This is indeed a welcome objective, and could give a con-
sumption booster to the economy that is far bigger in magnitude and effi-
cacy than the income tax (1-T) reliefannounced in the recent Budget.

Alarge part of the estimated I-T giveaways of T1 lakh crore would be
used by indebted hnuszhnlcl_-. to repay loans, Also, the reliefs might not
lead toany in ion by the rich and super rich A part of
the funds forsaken hythg E)or:hgquer may add to bank deposits as well.
The flow of funds to the real economy from this process may not neces-
sarily be prompt and spontaneous, as the banking sector would likely
weigh the pros and cons for its own balance sheets, Also, while just 32 mil-
lion taxpayers are the beneficiaries of the I-T concessions, reduction in
GST rates is bound to impact almost the entire population. It would also
help keep inflation in check and allow interest rates to reduce. The net
result of all this could be a fillip to both consumption and investment
demand, which the slowing economy is in dire need of.

The presumption that the way to boost GST revenues — which, after
theinitial year's under-performance, have just aboutapproached the pre-
G3T level and tend to level off — is to raise the tax rates is faulty. True, a
wide array of poods and services has seen reduction in tax rates after the
launch of GSTin July 2017, leading to a fall in the weighted average rate
toa little over 11% at present from the so-called "revenue neutral rate”
(RNR) of over 15% computed before the onset of the tax. However, it is
illogical t rttorate increases forre The conceptofa per-
manent RNRis erroneous ina world where innovations and technology
constantly create new goods and services, and tax bases keep altering
across the board, typically with a bias for widening.

The minister signalling a lowering of tax rates is especially good news,
given that it comes in the backdrop of a reported move to make the GST
cess on assorted "luxury and demerit” goods virtually a permanent fea-
ture, by merging them with the top tax slab effective April 1, 2026, Con-
sumptionof luxury items may be largely confined to the top of theincome
pyramid, but the demand for high-value items is also what millions of
workers relyon for theirjobs and income. A prohibitive taxon themwould
do no good for the economy. After all, the GST cess was meant for the spe-
cifie purpose of finding resources for the revenue guarantee accorded to
states for the initial five years of GST. That purpose no longer exists, The

5 ig must involve simplification of the structire by reducing the tax
rates to two — a lower merit rate and a standard rate — with minimal
exemptions, The average rate ona welghted basis ought to be below 109,
This would help improve revenue buoyancy and give an impetus to eco-
nomic growth.

The US job market is
weaker than it looks

THE RESILIENCE OF the labour market over the past year has, in large
part, been about strength in sectors such as education, health care, and gov-
ernment that are somewhat immune to economic cycles. Continued robust
hiring there has contrasted with weakness in more cyclical industries includ-
ing conatruction, and professional services. Solong as that bal-
ance remains, we can muddle thmugh without unemployment spiking, even
if high interest rates and the prospect of a trade war keep some employers sit-
ting on their hands.

e problem is that those less-cyclical parts of the labour market are also
cooling off. Unless we get a pickup elsewhere, employment prospects for job
seekers will weaken in 2025,

Outofthe 2.2 million jobs added inthe USin 2024, 1.4 million were in edu-
cation, health care, or government. In the 2010s, a solid contribution from
those industries was closer to 700,000 positions per year, half of last year's
pace. These industries were laggards in the post-pandemic recovery, taking
langer to normalise than food services or construction. Schools and hospitals
weren't getting into bidding wars for workers the way airlines or restaurants
were in 2021, Government employers took longer to disburse the funds they
received as pandem]c relief or under President [oe Biden's fiscal support pro-

ithas taken weal |sewhere forworkers toaccept
the lower pay but relative stability of positions in education and government.

But the data show that the pandemicadjustrment is now drawing to a close.
[ob openings in private education and health services remain above 2019 lev-
els, but they fell 20.7% year-over-year in 2024,
according to the Job Openings and Labor Market
Survey data released this week. Openings in gow-
ernment fell 12.4% from a year ago, and that was
before the Trump administration took office and
began looking to cut seemingly every job it can.

The dynaml: In lndusmes suchasconstruction,
-
vices is curnem:]y ane of low hiring, and we're see-
ing the same situation take hold in education,
health care,and government once ;nbopemngs are
filled. For and ¥
pressure and political shifts SUEEEst AN eVen maore
pronounced slowdown in 2025. This lagged labour
market cooling is perhaps best seenin the quarterly
Employment Cost Index re&on whare private sector wage growth i is rapld]'_v

CONOR SEN

Blaombarg

RESIDENT DOMALD TRU-
MP"S America First trade pol-
icyhas created turmodl across
continents. Colombia, Cana-
da, Mexico, and China have
already faced the brunt of the muscular
useof tariffsby the US for supposadly ad-

les of fentanyl. President Trump has also
threatened the European Union with high
tariffs What goals Trumpwill seak to ach-
Ievewith his tariff threat andwhich coun-
try hewill strike next remains uncertain.
While India has managed to stave off
any immediate tariff threat, the signs
appear to be ominous. In the past, Trump
has accused the country of being a tariff
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@ RETURN FLIGHT

External affairs minister S Jaishankar

There has been no change from past procedure

for the flight undertaken by the US on February
5, 2025. We are, of course, engaging the US
government to ensure that the returning deportees
are not mistreated in any manner during the flight

® TARIFF TROUBLES
GETTING TRAPPED IN A FREE TRADE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATION WOULD NCOT SERVE INDIA'S INTERESTS

Grappling with America First

ABHUIT DAS

The writer is. an international trade expert

walnuts, etc. These products are likely to
beon the US list of demands for lowering
customs duties and easing import
requirements.

Second, in the manufacturing sector,
the NTE repart makes a mention of India'’s
I\Iglnarl.ff!on matorcycle, automabiles,

:hlwr:ndum C —acou-

drug dical devices, and

sati by rongly denied

1t Further,

by the Indian government. India should
‘brace itself for being required to accom.-
madate the economicinterests of the US.
With the US accounting for almost
17% of India's merchandise exports and
our overwhelming dependence on it for
exports of information technology ser-
wices, we are undnubtedlywhaemhl.e o
the US.On
what could be the dernands made by the
US on India? The 2024 National Trade
Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barri-
ers (NTE report) brought out by the United.
States Trade Representative, which con-
ofpercel o5
against its trading panneu provides
s0me pointers,

nhasmmmnmdad\wersdympncewn-

ofthe US invarious service sectors.
Fourth,itishidden from no onethatan

important objective of the US is toen-

hancethewindfall profits of its producers

could takea hit on account of lowering tar-
iffs on automobiles, or changing rules to
vice sectors. Further, allowing inventory-
based online retail would exacerbate the
crisis confronting small and medium
enterprises as well as kirana stores.
Remmllgthepnceca‘pgonarﬂlac!tems
andmaking

Act to address American concerns would
result in a gradual increase in the price of
medicines and make affordable health-
care a fast-receding dream for large seg-
mentsof the population.

ofpamemed pharmaceutical products by How should India respond to US con-

India’ ricmed- | cerns?Fi asinthe caseof
lclnelndustry.ﬂuslswbedmemmush India"sresponse to Trump's tariffson steel
tightening provisions beyond what has and aluminium in the past, it must not
bean dated by the Trade-Related Thesi inimposing retaliatory tariffsin

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

trols fo port restric- g at the World Trade Organiza-
tionsonlaptops, tablets, and tion. In particular, the U8 is
servers. President Trump likely to demand an
could seek to prisa openthe  Ag an | pai toSection 3(d)
Indian market for increas- of the Indian Patents Act,
ingtheUS exparts forthese O aNY deal ""“" ‘*“ which hassofarbeen effec-
oducts. US, India must tive in putting brakes on
Third, with respect to  insist on securing  evergreening of patents
services, India’s prohibition iproca and facilitating the timel
unmlgninthfnmtinﬂw ;::.I“ for LT;:‘:;‘ entry of selzg'ics in t.hz
imventory-based model ofe- N market. The NTEreport has
commerce retail, the gov- 1N the US market specifically articulated US
ernment Maintaining an — ee—— corcerns on Section 3(d).
"explicit sowereign guaran- Addressing theissuesof

tee on every Life Insurance Gnrporal:inn
policy”, and the same giving it "an unfair
i find adverse

First, the NTE report identifies high
tariffs on the following products as con-
stituting a significant barrier to trade in
agricultural goods and processed foods:
alcohelic beverages, almonds, apples,
canned peaches, chocolate, citrus fruits,
coffee, cookies, corn, dairy products,
frozen French fries, grapes, pecans, pata-
toes, poultry, prepared foods used in fast-
food restaurants, raisins, vegetable oils,

comments in the NTE report. The US has
alsoraised concerns about the announce-
ment by the National Payments Corpora-
tionof India toimposea market share lim-
itation of 30% for foreign electronic
payment service suppliers processing
online payments made through India's
United | Interface.

deep economic interests to the US are
likely to have far-reaching and adverse
India Given th
]mlaf!ubsldl.egprm'ldedbyﬂ\e USm its
farmsector, ﬂlel.ru'e]lhmdo‘f[nd.lanﬁ.rm

casethellSagainimposesillegal tariffson
India’s exports. Second, India could indi-
cateitswillingnesstoaddress some issues
of US interest, provided the adverss imp-
act on its farmers and workers is minim-
ised and healthcareof its citizens not jeop-
ardised. As suggested by some analysts,
certain aspects of the recent Budget app-
earto be a step in this direction. Third, as
anintegral partof any deal with the US, In-
dia must insist on securing reciprocal
marketaccessfor itsgoadsin the US mar-
ket. Fourth, India could agree to enhance
its defence purchases from the US, pro-
vided the terms and conditions are right.

N

actional approach to trade issues in the
bilateral context. However, gatting trap-
pedinafree trade agreement negotiation,
where India would be required to com-

erswould
cusmms duties on agﬂculture products

domestic f It
wiould also have an adverse Im'pact onthe
eﬁons of I:he gm'ernment to diversify

eral other market access-related concems

ction to other agricul-
tural produns_ Aatmanirbhar Bharat

F issues of interest to
theUSinmerchandise trade, services,gov-
ernmeent procurement,digital trade, gen-

atic

¥ F
would not servei

Views are personal

CICs: A need for stronger safeguards

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAN

Founder and MD, InGavern Research Services

Ensuring fair, error-free data is fundamental to build
trust in our financial ecosystem, more importantly in
credit information companies handling sensitive data

THE FINTECH AND digital revolutions
hawe transformed how Indians transact,
transfer money, and access financial
praducts and services. Aadhaar-based
I(Yf_‘(knawwmcusmmed centralised
credit information d United

fian; and TransUnion CIBIL

Importance of credit
information & CICs' role
Credit information plays a crucial role

Payments Interface and Unified Lending
Interface have enabled seamless moy

transfers and quick credit disbursals.
Haww\er as the lndu!try expands, con-

in decisi king for individual and
institutional credit data and decisions.
Accurate, reliable and securecredit datais
essential for risk assessment, economic
planning, and ﬂnanclal stability. CICs

Parliamentary concerns

and regulatory action
Com:ems about I:he le]labl]:lty and

by the CICs have been raised in Parliam-
ent. More than 11 crore Indians accessed
their credit scores on CIBIL as of August
2024, witha 700 growth inwomen trac-

king their scores. The RBl has emphasised

Limited redress mechanisms
for consumers
Asignificant challenge in India’s finan-
cial data ecosystem is the lack of an effi-
cient grievance redress mechanism for
consumers facing credit report inaccura-
cios. By h as misreported default
outdated credit histories, and incorrect
loan accounts are nr.|l: uncommon. How-
Ve, harrars

CIC: g ‘pnvacy

o misuse
I:heﬁ have intensified. mﬂrjll:lona]ﬂ-I
errors in credit history can often go
unnoticed, leading to significant conse-
quences for consumers.

RBI's direction on eredit
information reporting

On [anuary &, the Reserve Bank of
India (RE[) issued a master direction on
credit information reporting. The REI

ces —

mclud.lng hanlu, non-banking financial

ber of players in the market. The central

Iemaln!mmbemome,upaque,andtlme
consuming. Many individuals are

ohserved that credit ompa-

nies(C1Cs) haue'bem!hanngaed:tmjnr—
mation based on individual consent with
entities that are not specified users,
through agreements with such entities.
Given the sensitivity of the information
and the risk of misuse, CICs must imple-

ment

re!pon‘!ihleldata-sharlng.hmngother
measures, the RBI has mandated that:
CICs rust establish robust due dili-
gence and control mechanisms while
sharing credit information with non-

returning to pre-Covid levels while wage growth for government
much earlier in the cooling process.

There'saworld inwhich & ml:( ofmtmesl: late cuts from the Federal Reserve
and the new alabour market
‘handoff from less-cyclical |nd||gl:neg to mme-cyw:ll.cal industries. But that's not
the situation we find ourselves in at the moment.

‘While the Fed has cut interest rates by 100 basis points since September,
longer-term rates have risen. Residential construction and resale housing
activity remains subdued. And while the business community has been hope-
ful about the impact of the Trump administration, there’s so far not much
visibility on the prospects for tax reform from Congress or deregulation.
Instead, we've had an increase in tariffs on Chinese imports, and the threat of
duties on goods from Mexice, Canada, and the European Union — something
that will raise costs for many businesses. The one part of the economy that's
booming is artificial intelligence, but its insatiable demand for semiconduc-
tors, data centres, and electricity hasn't yet translated into demand for many
additional workers.

The bottom line is that as we progress through 2025, we're going to need
“low hiring” industries to start turning around to prevent labour market con-
ditions from getting worse. Lower interest rates from the Fed or pro-worker
policies from Washi 1would be the best toaccomplish this, but it may
take a pickup in unemployment for those to become a priority again.

d. Ho. TH/CRME/ 722,/ 2000 B0, Aeg. Na. SPE21 /80 Printed

specified userentities.

The evaluation of such mutla must
include ¢ y of avail-
abledata to mmgm risks,

Currently, four CIC:

companies,and utility providers —tocre- bankhasp F f their rights regarding credit
ate detailed credit reports CiCsfornon pliance.In edures for ing di
that influence  10aN  e— 20213, it fined TransUnion p Tt RBIh lineda
approvals, interest rates, CICs must establich CIBIL¥ 26 lakh for failing to framework for compensation to cus-
and even employment bust d maintain accurate and P i
opportunities. However, £ rabust cie complete credit informa- of credit information
increased reliance onsuch  diligence & control  tion. Similarly, in 2022,  mare canbe done as suggested below:
dataal i hani: while  Equifaxwas fined ¥20 lakh The BBl must strengthen its oversight

tdata; TTIEASUTES. h n fornotadheringtodataacc- of CICs to ensure strict compliance with

nanc ....E.lw " ‘md!l uraq-'andoon!gumergriw- grievance redress norms. P
handle vast amounts of  information with  ance redressal norms. CRIF Efficient, tran!parent and time-
sensitive data, including non-specified HighMarkpaidap, bound for g disputes
individuals' loan histories, user antitias ¥15 lakhs in 2021 due to stwuldbelmplen'lenmdwem]xmercun
p ; i and deficiencies in data protec- SUITIETS.
credit scores. If compra- tion and i Ilteracy:nltlam'esshwld
‘mised, this datacanlead toidentitytheft,  sures. Such breacheshi educatei dit data rights
and rep damag slt'_vforsmngenuq;ulatmnstn'pmbect andh.owwrectifylnanmracl.e&
i Digital car inacc: itdata. Ensuring fair and error-free financial

Personal Data Protection Act of 2023, its CICs have very high profit margins, data is fundamental to building trust in
enforcement mechani!ms remnain and are held significantly by foreign par- India’s financial ecosystem, and more
unclear ds ik ent s Forexample, TransUnion F by in credit ir
the General Data hmectl.om CIBIL TLA30ex d handl itive data. As dig-

This regulatory gap exposes vulnerabili-
ties in financial data handling, making
(CICs prime targets for cyberattacks. Data
breaches not only compromise sensitive

ailsbu P trust

inthe

the REL: CRIF High Mark; Equifac; Exper-

THE EDITOR

Elusive employment

“Can the Budget provide jobs?" (FE,
February &) offers a detailed analysis. It
is most unfortunate that while it insists
on Aadhaar for every insignificant
activity, the government is unable to
h.lmlsh rellable scientific data on
emphoyment. We only have access to
that arrived at with approximate
calculation. Either the government
does not want us to know or is simply
callous. It may also be the part of a
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pra-rich palicy to let the unemployed
reserves swell so that labour expenses.
are reduced to reap mare profit. There
s no report on the much-hyped
incentivised apprenticeship plan
launched last year. It only offers
training, not job. Production should
graw manifold, far which the market
sheould reverberate with demand.
[Peophe are also longing for viable
employment for longer duration with
meaningful wage and sacial security
provisions. This may not happen with

profit after tax of ¥656 crores in FY23.
Consequently, C1Cs must ensure higher
accountability, transparency, and data
protectionindi ilations
to justify their profitability and social
responsibility.

the ease of closure and fived tarm
employment conditions under the
labour code. The Budget is too far
from praviding jobs.
—AG | Anantapur
Demographic disaster?
Apropos of “Can the Budget provide
jobs?" (FE, February &), in trying to
compensate fior the neglect of the
salaried middle class concerns, the
Budget has ignored maost other things
including agriculture and growth.

ital and financial Landscapes evolve, pri-
oritising robust data protection,
regulatory oversight, and consumer
redressal mechanisms will be crucial in
safeguarding individual rights and
strengthening the economy.

Unemgloyment is India's biggest
problem. Lack of jobs has enabled
employers to underpay and overwork
employess. When asked, government
spokespersons only mention
allocations, not their resuits. There s a
grave danger of the demographic
dividend tumning into a d his
disaster if governments continue
ignoring the unemployment problem.
—A&G Rajmohan, Anantapur

@Write to us at felettersexpressindia. com

Led Juhllsh:datNew ¥o.36/47, Eldarado building, Unit Ho.1C, st floar, Mungambakkam High naad Chenrai nwo!n Phane: {0L0)4 674 1000
oenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editor (Chennai): Shobhana

of news under the PRBACt )

cle ar in part, without price written permission is prohibited. The Financial Express®

— CHENMNAL/KOCHI




THE GOAN

EVERY DAY

& THINK

Spapelineyoan.net

® mailus at »» desk@thegoan.net

| log on to thegoan.net Y @thegoanonline | Facebook.com /thegoan L4 The Goan E-Paper (Playstore/I05) &, Instagram.com/thegoanonline

/4

THE GOAN EVERYDAY
*

What we really are matters more than what other people think of us.

Jawaharlal Nehru
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Delhi elections: The
focusis on BJP,
AAP and pollsters

he exit polls for the Delhi assembly elections have thrown

a bombshell across the political landscape, with a majority

indicating a probable victory for the Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty over the ruling Aam Aadmi Party. As the counting day

on February 8 approaches, the projections suggest a stark
shift in the electorate’s mood. However, there is a rider. Historically,
exit polls may have served as an unratified barometer for public sen-
timent. 5till, many of these surveys have been off the mark including
the 2020 elections and the 2024 Lok Sabha election, leaving a linger-
ing scepticism over their accuracy.

Nonetheless, with multiple agencies pointing towards a decisive
BIP lead in Delhi, questions are being raised about the AAP's predic-
ament and the factors that seem to have propelled BJP's prospects.
One major factor contributing to the BJP's rise in Delhi could be at-
tribiited to its successful national narrative, which often highlights
themes of national security, development, and govemnance. In con-
trast, the AAP, while previously lauded for its innovative governance
model and anfi-corruption stance, seems to have struggled to sustain
its momentum. AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal's focus on local issues
and welfare schemes may not have resonated as effectively with vot-
ers disenchanted by the challenges of inflation and security concerns.

Further complicating AAP's standing is the resurgence of B[P as a
formidable opposition that has redefined its approach in Delhi pol-
itics. The BJP's campaign has hamessed sentiments surrounding
central governance, portraying itself as a party that can bring about

transformative change. The nationalistic

As the election results fervour that the BJP brings into its cam-
loom, the crux lies paigns may have found traction among
:‘::flﬂ!rﬂ'ﬂ B|P’s a section of the electorate. Moreover,
I“Mmﬂ“ the BJP’s organizational machinery has
t“‘?;“r“;'{“mm proved to he more agile. With the party
::' IE I”' m?w adopting a grassroots approach, galvaniz-
ing workers, and effectively utilizing so-
can defy the odds once
again. If the exit polls cial media platforms, it has perhaps sue-
prove right, the Delhi ceeded in re-engaging voters. )
election would deala On the other hand, AAP leaders, like any
telling blow to the party other party that does not find favour with

poll pundits, have expressed mistrust to-
wards the veracity of these exit polls, em-

phasizing their focus on service delivery and governance, One can-
not discount the fact that the halo over Arvind Kejriwal was fading,
and AAP required a giant effort to keep the party aura intact. That
was challenging given the developments and controversies that Delhi
has witnessed in recent times. The party also cannot overlook the ev-
ident apathy among voters that perhaps reflects disillusionment with
AAP's leadership. Issues surrounding governance, health, and edu-
cation, once viewed as AAP's forte, now appear drowned against the
pressing realities of Delhi’s socio-political climate.

The Congress remains a silent player, seemingly vielding little influ-
ence in this election. With projections showing them failing to secure
a single seat, it is evident that Congress has become irrelevant to the
landscape. The Congress's lacklustre performance might have unin-
tentionally aided the BJP by preventing votes from being siphoned
off, further enabling a direct two-way contest.

As the election results loom, the crux les in whether the B]P's pro-
jected success is a trope that will manifest on the day of counting, or
whether the AAP can defy the odds once again. If the exit polls prove

right, the Delhi election would deal a telling blow to the party. Kejriw-
al and his team will need critical introspection and a reassessment of
political strategies, outreach programmes, and policy priorities.
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Time for power dept to clear
up unused electrical cables

he electricity department (ED} has taken a strong stand fo remove the
Thum:l\.ed. cables from its electricity poles. The cables belong to operators

of internet service providers and cable TVs who have been using the poles
with and without permission and with and without paying the required fees
to the ED. This was long due and necessary to spruce up Panaji city and other
towns. The cables hinder the ED&E€™s maintenance work and could also result
in untoward incdents.  Now it is time for the ED to put its howse in order by
removing unused electrical cables and neatly tying up the loosely hanging ca-
bles and wires at the warious places in the State. Hope the ED does the needful
prior to the onset of monsoon since that is the time the cables get loosened due
to wind and rain, The dangling and swinging cables (gither live or otherwise)
are dangerous o motorists while those fallen on the roads are hazardous to the

pedestrians, -
SRIDHAR D'IYER, Cornzalem
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All eyes now on Delhi election results

The million-dollar question on minds of most Delhiites: Do they want to
continue with the old dispensation or will they usher in the BJP?

¥he writar is

an author and

an independent
joumalist

RASHME SEHGAL

minds of Delhiites as they cast their

votes yesterday was whether they
‘want to continue with the old dispensa-
tion or usher in the BJF, which has not
held power in this Unicn Territory for the
past 23 years,

(Ovwer the last decade, Delhi voters have
been content with the AAP at the helm
while woting overwhelmingly for the
Modi-led BJP in Lok Sabha elections.

However, the situation has shifted
dramatically in the past month. The Cen-
tre announced the 8th Pay Commission,
‘which promises a substantial salary hike
for the large number of government em-
ployees residing in the capital. This was
followed by the Budget announcement
on February 1, offering major tax bene-
bits for the middle class, a significant seg-
ment of Delhi’s electorate,

The million-dollar question on the

Middle class
criticism of AAP

The middle class has been wocal in
its criticism of the AAP over crumbling
infrastructure, accumulating  garbage
piles, and deteriorating road conditions.
Many believe AAP has focused on the
poor and jhuggi dwellers while neglect-
ing their needs. In contrast, the B[P has
actively courted Resident Welfare Asso-
ciations (RWAs), market associations,
and traders — key elements of the vocal
middle class — and has successfully gar-
nered their support.

But these are not the only groups the
saffron party has targeted. Delhi’s 20 per
cent Dalit vote bank, predominantly in
jhuggi chisters, has been a core constit-
uency for the AAF. Yet, the B[P has man-
aged to make inrmads among the jhuggi
dwellers through extensive door-to-door
campaigns.

The Prime Minister kicked off the BJP
campaign in Delhi by inaugurating 1,675
newly constructed houses for jhuggi res-
idents and ended it on February 3 with
a promise to provide a pucca house for
every jhuggi dweller.

Ironically, the BJF, once opposed to
"revadis” (freshies), has dramatically
changed its stance, promising to contin-
ue the free water and power subsidies in-
itiated by AAF. Moreover, all three major
contenders — AAP, Congress, and B[P —

have offered a plethora of freebies in
their bid to woo voters.

The potential shift of two cote AAP
constituencies — the Dalit vote and the
middle-class woter — has left former
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal anx-
ious. He needs their support to clinch
this crudial election and is leaving no
stone unturned to keep them within
his fold.

In the final stretch of the cam-
paign, Kejriwal has reminded his vot-
ers that his administration’s freebies
have saved them at least Rs 25,000 per
month. He claims that under his con-
tinued leadership, this Agure could rise
to Rs 35,000 monthly. He also wams
that these benefits would cease if the
BJP gains power.

Bﬁhsand Iuws

The BJMs campaign has seen its
share of highs and lows. Initially, they
focused on the “Sheesh Mahal” and
“Sharab Ghotala® scandals to under-
score the AAP's alleged coruption.
However, when this failed to resonate
with the public, they pivoted to envi-
rmonmental issues, highlighting how
a government that once promised to
bring Delhi “at par with London and
Paris” has failed to clean the pollu-
tion-ridden Yamumna. Air pollution was

why the Ministry of Environment and
its minister, Bhupender Yadav, have
not tackled this issue more aggressive-
ly. River activist Rajender Singh has ar-
gued that environmental issues need
holistic solutions rather than political
blame games.

Kejriwal's moves
to revitalize party

Seven months ago, AAP's morale
was low. Kejriwal’s release from jail
in May 2024 saw him make strategic
moves, inchuding resigning as Chief
Minister and vacating his “Sheesh
Mahal.” With limited resources and
many colleagues still incarcerated, he
embarked on padyatras and loud cam-
paigns, revitalizing the party signifi-
cantly.

A sigmificant challenge for Kejriw-
al is retaining the Muslim vote, which
constitutes 13 per cent of the popula-
tion and has previously consolidated
behind AAP despite Congress's efforts.

Congress has struggled to split bath
Muslim and Dalit votes. The party, rich
in leaders but poor in grassroots work-
e15, is banking on former Chief Min-
ister Sheila Dikshit's legacy to win 10
to 12 seats — a prospect that appears
bleak given their delayed entry into
the campaign. Meanwhile, the RS5 has
conducted 50,000 drawing-room meet-
ings across offices, malls, and educa-
tional institutions to rally support for
the BJP. The propriety of holding such
meetings in schools and colleges is
questionable, but election frenzy has
overshadowed such concerns,

Prof Sanjay Kumar of the Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies
naotes that 17 per cent of voters remain
undecided, a critical demographic that
could sway the election either way.

Kejriwal once sought to create a via-
ble, clean alternative to the entrenched
political giants. Whether Delhi's cos-
mopolitan citizens choose to endorse
an overarching, dictatorial monolith
‘on February & remains to be seen.

--FFy
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Majority Colvenkars need to
approve Colva CRZ2 move

Recently it was reported in the media
that coastal panchayats (incleding Sem-
abatim, Vanelim, Colva and Gandaulim
in South) are pushing for a CRZ rejig

ta CRZ-2 to baest local tourism. Ta my
knowledge there are local ministers,
specific panchas (ex-expanchas), select
OCI's, land sharks, real estate develop-
ers waiting to capitalize on the same.
There appears to be specific agents
(including s pecific panchas, ex-panchas)
of the latter who seem to be influencing
Colva Panchayat decisions for ulterior
matives. Not to mention water shartage
is a real problem for Colva. Ifwe can't
manage the current state of “develop-
ment™ how is Colva going to manage
even further mega development? We
have seen how other areas given CRZ-2
status are now being devastated and
polluted in ather parts of Goa. |ask that
a proper proposal should be put to all
people of Calva, who should give major-
ity approval before any decision is taken
to change to CRZ-2.

ARWIN MESQUITA, (ol
Expose culprits behind fires
destmymgplaﬂzhms

A major fire reportedly broke out on

a hillock in Canca-Tivim on Teesday
aftemonn, starting from dry grass set
ablaze, creating thick smoke over a lage
area. The fire was brought under control
by the fire personnel. However, another
fire broke out and continued to spread,
causing further damage to cashew and
ather plantations. The fire will also pres-
ent a potential threat to wildlife in the
nearby forests. Such fires of dry grass
which then spread to plantations raise
a pertinent question. Are these fires set
on purpose to destroy plantations in
arderto make way to real estate devel.
opment? it must be said that setting fire
to any plantation is the easiest way to

Prof Sani another failure the BJF highlighted.
Ku Ilfmlll Eejriwal admitted his party's failure
mar e to clean up the Yamuna but remained
Centre for the largely silent on air pollution, while
gmdm[. other AAP leaders blamed changing
i ek weather conditions and stubble bumn-
ms;;ﬂlﬁ ing for the annual escalation.
notes that 17 Deelhiites are vocal about their choic-
per cent of 5. A Karol Bagh shopkeeper remarked,
voters remain "There is a strong sense of incumbency
0 apgainst AAF. They worked hard in the
m]li_eud!d,a First five years but seem to have lost the
mhraldemn- plot afterwards.” A Janakpuri teach-
whltﬂlﬂl er echoed this sentiment, questioning
could mmg why Kejriwal did not address pallution
2 i issues earlier.
election either The city™s environmental crisis is un-
way deniable, but eritics have questioned
.
India should take tough steps on border control

A United States military plane carrying deported Indian illegal
immigrants from US has landed in Amritsar. The C-a7 aircraft
carrying 264 Indian nationals had departed fram San Antenia,
Tewas, around 3 am 5T on Tuesday. US President Donald Tump
won the recent US presidential election on the plank of cracking

down on illegal i

and has been vi pursy-

ing this ever since he took office. llegal immigrants are being
deported by the planeload, including, significantly, on military
planes.The United States acted within days of Trump's order,
yetthe Indian govemment has made no serious efforts despite
decades of public demand for the expulsion of Bangladeshi

infiltrators.

SAGAR SHIRDDHAR, Vi email

clear the area for real estate devel-
apment. The owner of the plantation
may not have the necessary resourc-
o5 to grow the plantation over again
and may decide to sell the land to real
estate developers. The reason for every
wildfire nccurring in the state needs to
be investigated. Iif not, the green cover
will be depleted and be replaced by
concrate jungles. Our forest cover and
plantations need to be guarded against
land sharks.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
Forest dept efforts needed to
protect tigers from hunters

Jirn Corbett, Gangotri, Rajaji National
Parkin Uttarakhand; Amangarh, Pilibhit,
Valmiki Mational Park in Uttar Pradesh;
Balaghat, Pench Sanctuary in Madhya
Pradesh; and the Western Ghats com-
prising Goa, Tamil Nadu, Kamataka,
Gujarat, and Kerala are among the nine
states where araund 1,800 tigers are
currently at risk. On the intemational
market, tiger body parts, claws, and
skins are being auctioned for millions,
attracting paachers to these nine tiger
projects.

The Indian Wildlife Institute has ssued

o
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warnings for 24 tiger projects. These
nine states are home to at least 1,800
tigers. Fallowing resolutions passed ata
13-country tiger summit last year, India
successfully doubled its tiger papulation
by 2022, Currently, India hosts arownd
4,000 tigers, Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh play a key role in this success,
with India alone preserving 73.7% of
the wardd's tigers. This summer, forest
departrments will need o put extra effort
into protecting tigers from hunters. The
Wildlife Crime Bureau, functioning sim-
ilarly to the CBI, has isswed alerts to all
tiger reserves in the country.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR, Murmbai
Penalise contractors
for shoddy workmanship

Coneems have been raised aver poor
warkmanship at government residential
quarters in Goa. The government should
impase penalty on contractorns and
accountability on engineers concemed
for exacuting unsatisfactory and inferior
work. The authorities must assess the ac-
tual level of satisfaction of the residents
of the govermment quarters with regard
to the quality of nepairs/ renovation

and services being referred to by the
maintenance agencies. In most of cases
it's linked to contractors inefficiency
and lethargy for inferior quality of works
dane. Later they claim invariable bills
for bad jobs done. It seems that there is
no audit for such bills even if there is no
proper work orders and non-following of
estimation repart with iregularities by
some contractors. Some of the contrac-
tors don’t know the basic ethics of work
and through political clout get orders.
Most of the repair work is done peary
by the contractor, with cracks and falling
af chunks of ceiling within short span.
Mast of the government quarters are in
haerible conditions, Taxpayers money
cannot be squandered in such a reckless
manner,

KG VILOR, Chovao

RNI: mﬂﬂ ﬁm’. Printed and Published by: SagarLade on benalf of Prudent Media (Goa) Pyt. Ltd. himtﬂegamoﬂsﬁmmersmud. Plot Mo 23/4, Thivim Industrial Estate, Karaswada, Mapusa, Goa. Published at: Second Floor, Fourth Estate (Kamat Metropolis), StInez, Panaji

EMT 00 Editne Becnmncihla frrcalartinn nf Mewe 1 inder DER A1 401 B

Bacorand Dh- (39 3 A0 COER nr maal e =t



