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Early steps to
digital dignity

Draft rules to operationalise the digital
privacy law call for wider discussions

astweek, the government released draft rules
that will operationalise the digital privacy law
in 2023, The rules, on which the public
give feedback till February 18, represent an
ambitious attemipt to protect the country’s S00 million-
plus internet users. But, like most well-intentioned
regulations, they contain both promise and paradox.

Their most striking features emerge in three
domains: Protecting children online, erecting stronger
obligntions to protect user data, and making sure
privileged information remains in the hands of an entity
no longer than needed. The children's provisions are
perhiaps the maost far-reaching, requiring parental
consent for users under 18. The move comes ata time
when other countries, such as Australia, have moved to
ban digital service providers from catering to chikdren
atall. Indin's approach is both different and more
stringent — there is no blanket ban and et the 18-year
threshold is higher than the European Union's 16 vears.
Experts say inits current form the rube rests on the
premise that children must first admit they're children,
This honour system might seem naive, but it might
also be the least privacy-invasive option available.

The altemnative —verifying everyone's age —would
create a surveillance apparatus far more concerning,
Large divides in digital literacy across the country too
will need careful focus to ensure no children, or parents,
are leftatrisk by choices they don't fully understand.

The second aspect deals with holding companies
accountable when they lose user data. The rules require
notification of breaches, a welcome step in an era where
digital utilities frequently lealk or lose citizen data.
Companies must tell users “without delay™ when their
informeation is compromised, explaining not just what
was taken butwhat it might mean for them. Equally
significant is the mandatory deletion requirement. After
three years of inactivity, big platforms must eliminate
user data unbess legally required to retain it, This “digital
sunset” clause recognises that privacy includes the right
to be forgotten.

But these protections face practical challenges too.
The law itself creates a bifurcated compliance burden
for g tentities and private organisati
mmﬂm onthe rules on government-authorised
mechanisms for verification remains untested, and
broad exemptions for certain sectors strike at the heart
of privacy protection. Yet despite these contradictions,
the rules represent a significant forward step toward
digital dignity. Substantial work lies ahead before they
are finalised and the industry, as well as users, adapt to
a saferdigital future,

Connecting the NCR
with public transport

all it the impactof the impending Delhiassembly

elections, but the spree of public transitand

infrastructure projects inaugurated in the past few
daysshould serve thecity and its hinterland well If
phase four of Delhi Metrowill ease inner city commmte,
the Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), described as
asemi-high-speed rail, is a good first step towards
facilitating stooth travel inthe National Capital Region
(NCR),especially on Delhi's east, beyond Ghagiabad and
Noida that are already serviced by the Delhi Metro, The
13-k stretch of the RRTS between New Ashok Nagarin
Delhiand Sahibabad in Ustar Pradesh that opened on
Sunday, brings Meerut closer to Delhi. The cities/towns
of Alwar, Panipat and Jewar are expected to be
connected tothe RRTSin the fiuture, which should help
connect and consolidate the NCR as an economic unit.

TheNCR was concefved in the mid-1980s keeping in
mind the potential of Delhi, then mostlya cityof
government, to grow and extend into small towns inits
neighbourhoeod, among them Gurugram, Ghaziabad,
and Noida. Today, itis home welose o 50 million people
and amajor driver of growth, It is a sound policy to
ensure thatthe region is seamiessly connected witha
refatively fast and comfortable public transportsystem,
“Fince transit points within Delhi will be connected to the
Delhi Metro, travelling to Delhi and commuting within
itwill hopefully become less stressful.

Thisshould helpthe NCR in at least two ways. One, it
may help todecongest Delhi as people move to the well-
connected suburbs; two, good public transport may
prod people to reduce dependence on private vehicles.
Baoth will help improve air quality in the NCEL All thisis
possible if the governments in the NCR continue to
pursue the projects with the same enthusiasm visible
ahead of the assembly elections in Delhi.

The current model of
soverelgn credit rating
has outlived its utility
and is not in step with
present global economic
realities

e sovereign ratings that

the big three [S&P.

Moody's, Filch) credit rat-

Ing agencics (CRA) assign

acountry i ts access

1o and cost of borrowing in
international markets. We discuss
whether the methodology used by
them ks defendable. objective. and
unbinsed,

But finst a story om the savercign
rating trajectory of Greece and India.
Currently, bothare rated BEE- which
is the lowest investment grade.
Between 1964 and 2003, CRAs gave &
massive six-notch upgrade to Greece,
mawing it from BBB- to A=, Crisis
struck Greece in 2008 and therealier,
It missed debt payment in 2012 Babl-
outs did not help. Greeee defaulted to
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) L 2005, [1s rating was lowered
1w C. Vet after 2006, s rating bounced
up by seven notches and landed at
investment grade BEB- with a positive
outlook by 2023,

T 2000, India was rated BB. Then,

in 2005, CRA llg‘wmiod TIndia to BB+
and finally, in the 2006-07 period, to
BEB-, where it has remained ever
since. Independent India has never
defaulted. k kst went to the IMF in
1991 but repaid its debt early. The
Asian financial crisis in 1999 and the

global financtal ertsds in 2008 did not
impact India. In 2012, with a minor
hiccupin itsu:nlwurw S&Pimmcdi

The real non-tari
barrier called CRA

embarrassed to give Greece amything
‘butan imvestment grade rating, while
Tnda which the Wﬂ cmu'gngmnr

ts BEB- rating and ouly 2024 has
given a positive outlook.

If we compare the macroeconomic
parameters of ndia with Greeoe it
reveals the following.

In 2000, India's Gross Domestic
Product {GDP) was 3.5 dmes that of
Greece: in 2024 it s eeoe’s

mation pipping even Lhina Soum
Korea and Talwan, |5 set a much
higher bar.

Let us return to address the three
questions at the stan of the artide in

eoonomy. Over the past 30 years,
India’s GDP has grown by 6.5% as
compared to 2.8% for
Greece. India has shown
amongst the strongest post-
Covid recovery with its GDP
growing 7.5% post 2021 to
Greeer's 5.6%. India man-

respect of CRAs.
Is their |u|ng m.-dend able? His it
provided ful predictive
wer?

Betwoen 2005 and 2008, the big
three CRAs had more
than

5 ratings are a public gond. They must be assigned |
unbissed, d manner. REUTERS
capila income as per World Bank I a country’s political stability or gos-

SH0IO0 e 41100, Can Uhs be ernplr-
fcally verificd? Why not the PPP
adjusied vs unadiusted? India’s inter-
sl rate ends to remain 2 o 25 per-
centage points below nominal GDP
growth ar never ln any risk of a dcbl
trup. Further,

ermance quality o make thelr assess-
ment.

These are often provided by instite-
thons wiose imdex estimation process
Is neither awdited nor transparent,
Theese surveys always misc quuo(
bias, and it is entirely unclear

Post 2008, as
struggled to repay debt and
the market penalised them,
the sovereign downgrades

8 nupee v
which has debt in international cur-
rency. The government debt-to-GDP
rutio of India & mﬂﬂch(‘mt

CRAs have any I.uluu.!u
actors such as political stability or
Institutional stremgth. Imagine if the
attack post clections in 2020 on Capi-
tol H'Ilhud happened in ndial The

galitative overbiys they use reinforoee
bias rarher than demonstraie any deep
expertise an these contested assess-

s ane @ public
good. They must be assigned in an
unblased, ransgaren L, and conslstent
manner. The current regime s deflcit
In all three. The current model has
outlived ins wellity and i not in step
with ioday's okl economie realitics.
Marx's words in a different contest
“the tracition

ofall dmdgmuuu:ns weighs like o

the bradns of the llving*

aged the aftermath of the  Janmejaya  increased The rating behav- 53 staggering 160%.

Cowid betver than et Post- Sinha ot was not just qudu—a l'hmmnmllw [uturemmpmr

Covid 6.5% inflation has but also lacked gful  jections. Ar a Nobel Prize-

fallen to sub 5.5% curmenthy. predictive power. Such rating  winning economist, has sald that ong-

Grecce's inflation flared up behaviour was criticised by term economic growth remains 8 ments.

10 7.2% but benefiting from regudators such as the Euro- ) we know

Eurozone membership it pean  Security Market what impedes it than what causes it

came down o 3 3% IMF and Authority and the Ewropean  Advanced risk management practl-

the World Bank forecast that Banking Anthority. woners wse soenarios. However, CRAS

Indls’s GDP will triple this Is their methodology continue to wse projections. Despiie

decade from $2.2 willion 1o Deep objective? their celebration of transparency in

$7.2 trillion. Narayan Forthe base model, CRAs  the natlons they mte, their projection
S&P mentions in its sov- Milkhwiz tend torun lincar regressions modchuuundlx.lmlwmwb-

ereign rating criteria that a UKDETIEE oy pust mssigned eatings  ject 1o

“diversificd, resiliemt, snd =—————  agninstafew select mocroe:  review.

adaptable scomomy ultl- conomic variables. These Can their d of any

ma:rt\-' boosts itsdebt-bearing capac-  assume I.im:pasl ratings of the CRAs  bias?

Further, the CRAs never

™. T right. but

ings remain a mystery con

India. The nominal GDP mwl!l of
India Is not only higher than Greece
but is more stable. Nor has it ever
defanlted. A casual observer may be
forgiven for concliding that CRAs are

disclosed statistical validation of how
their selected macroeconomtic vk
‘ies predict sovereign defaults. A case
in pnmt is purmpls income. Indias

Finally, CRAs lddqwlnmwr over
Tays to assign sovereign ratings. They
use surveys of others—for example.
the World Bank's Ease of Doing Busi -
mess, which the hank discontinued for

AD0 while for
er(‘c it is SZ3.000. PPP-based per

reasons. They continue to
s various peerception surveys about

The entire Global South should chal-
kenge the CRA mgime, and India, a5 its.
spokesperson, must lead the charge.

Janmgirya Sinka, chairman fodis,
Bastan Corsalting Group (BOG) and
Deep Niarsyan MuRheriee is partaer, BOG.
The views expressed are personal
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A new chaptér for India’s
regional strategic policy

defily navigate a rapidly evolving strase-
gie landseape in the neighbourhood.
Over the wears, even as India has trans-
lurmﬂl both in power and temperament, its
hood heas cha itk cally and
strategically, and the relationship between
the two has transformed as well South
Asian geopolitics — its balance of power,
rivalries, partnerships, and the level of
external interest urud Involvement — hdllt‘
all
will bring some of these changes lmu
sharper focus.

Let me highlight five features that have
come to characterise our region over the
past two decndes,

‘What stands out about India’s neighbour-
hood woday is the dramatically diminished
interest of great powers compared 0 adec-
ade or twio ago. The era when the United

In 2025, India’s foreign policy must

traved. tourism and education are on a sharp
decline. Bilateralism has thrived at the cost
of regiomalism. Ta its liking. New Defhi is no
longer dealing with South Asia but with
individual States in South Asia. and. as a
result, Delhi is less anxious today about
smalber reglonal States banding together
against it,

Fourth, the region’s two major powers,
India and China, share an uneasy relation-
ship that Mluctuates between deep distrust
and cautious opimism., Just s we were
ting used to a recent pact between them on
patrolling along the Line of Actual Conirol
{LAC), we are learning about China's plans
to build a mega-dam on the upper reaches.
of the Brahmaputra River, and the creation
of two counties in an illegally occupied sec-
tion of Ladakh, T| ‘while we may like a
stable relationship with China, we are most
likely to have a testy relationship with the

Stabes was a key player in South
Asia — driven by its military presence in
Afghanistan, concerns about terrorism. and
the India-Pakistan situation — has largely

passed.

A related focus of the international com:
munity was the Kashmir conflict, and South
Aska was often referred 1o as a nuclear
Nashpoint. Today, those concerns have
taken a backseat. and the imternational
community has [is hands full dsewhere,
and Washington is o longer intercsted. In
some ways, South Asia is far more stable
today compared to other regions in the
woeld

Second, at bong last, India’s frontier with
Pakistan has somewhat quistened down —
the Line of (‘nm:rul in Kashmir is mostly

power next door.
Finally, India’s relationship with its
smaller nﬂahbwrmg Stanes erI wlncss

SHIGERU ISHIBA

Japan's
future Japan-US investment.

O the US blocking Nippon Steel's takeaver
of US Steel

Put communities in charge
of conserving sacred groves

& Supreme Courl's recenl judgment
the governiment ioadopt mens-
ures for the protection of s

rights ina boti
mmmﬂnnkﬂ] rmmmdpm-

rings into foous the ﬁmdnmcnml e

ronmental Wmﬂm Who is better plioed 1o

i 7 M hat
wl‘mly includes |Imr profection of sacred
d cultural values,

In the Court s asked for the estab-

other? thecrit-

uJ.u......,.‘..., m in managing
mmnrnheswenmmelmmm

lishment of cormmunity reserves (CR)undier the

Wildlife Prosection Act (WLPAL CRsaresubop-

tival as their focus iswildlife-centric and their
downatth s

constant
India’s neighbourhood ties w:ﬂ notbea zt
tled affair going forward. Instead, it will be
a constant process of rlrd'ighung smart
diplomacy, and outreach. |ﬂﬂh will have s
and

if the: apex oourt's directy
mllnmmummrl'l,gm]d.tm.m ‘J‘Il‘;u.dg-

cretion. Their nomE
inees of gram mmﬁﬂ}m oh.cn dmmu:n:d

menk, though

5¢I\ll|m". T|I‘ ::-)se-ls rclium o mmm
el

wing and losses in the
it must learn to take them in its stride.

If indeed this is the regional strategle
Tandscape India will be dealing with in 2005,
what must New Delhi's broad policy direc-
tions be? Let me highlight a fow. One, it
woubd be in India erest Lo preserve the
enlm with Pakistan. Now is not the time for
acomprehensive dislogue process with Pak-
istan nunmlhc::mcmmh‘rc military or

peaccful, i is largely

and attacks inside Kash mir are at best spo-
radic. There 15 minirnal diplomatic engage-
ment between the two sides, with no trade,

I pressures on it. New Drlh\

thve: further shifting mlwhnmammur

lgiois  nitles. The Court's sugigestion Lo the environ-

and o create a national palicy for the

in this dry reglon. Land-use changes management of secred groves broad-
and wealk governance have coused the ens State control, contradicting cven
deteriomion of many orms, especally e WLPA which requines local com-
on public lands, With sparse tree mittees to prepareand implement CR
cover, they lack the legal protection mamagement plans. The Court s also
afforded to fovests, easing encroach- overlooked the diverse forms and
ment. Reserly, kinge solar poveer pro- Gautam fanetions of sacred groves across the
jects have emnerged as a threat Aredath m\mh’y.wrn:hnnkmmcmunaln-

While coatrasting the historical bk for a umiform palicy.

shoukd maintain a measured from
Pakistan while continuing backehanne con-
versations.

poditical ir
ers presenton cither side for over five years,
This calm is beneficial as long as it lasts,
even as it Is important to note that several
issues between the two sides remain unre-
sobved. which could render this calm tenu-

. or highe

ous.

What may larther sustain this calm
between South Asia’s arch-rivals |s the ris-
ing tensions between Taliban-ruled Afghan-
istan aml Pakistan IL a decade ago, Nc.-w

with the Taliban must also
be carclul and incremental lest it blow up
the calm on India’s western front. The Tali-
han is more beneficial to India as a non-en-

than as a friend: As a friend, it would be:
a liability, while as an enemy, it could be
Nercely adversarial.

Even though great powers have kowered
their interest in South Asia, New Delhi
should explore creative ways o leverage
thedr ivolvement in the n:gu.m The time o

Delhi's biggest worry was Pab
strategic depth in Afghanistan through the
Taliban, they have now become o bigger
worry for Paldstan instead, The Taliban are
no longer Pakistan's proxies in Afghanistan
and are making revisionist claims vis-a-vis
Pakistan. While Islamabad initially tried to
pin the blame on New Delhi for instigating
the Taliban against it, things between Kabul
and Islamabad are so bad today that it no
longer bothers making such claims.
Third. South Asia tocay is a region with
little regional instinct, Mot enly has the
South Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC) been dysfunctional since
2014, but even the crganic connections
among the people of the reglon via trade,

leverage such Flctls:iyw}m:
they have lesser interest and fiewer stakes in
it |nam-huuld for instance, confeer with the

with the State’s debayed and dilited

efforts to protect them, the judgment places

excessive reliance an the State for action. The
{ theC

w safeguard non-recorded forest lands by

declaring them as deemed forests has. in the

case ol arans, been mirec

A final issue that has received
only cursery atention relites 1o

ests, excluding open natural ecosysiems
(ONEs] like grasslands and deserts from is
ambit of mis-character|sing lher&:&

ing afforestation,
10% of

Th o
2024, bul it esxcluded many o, The reluc-
tance of the Forest burenucracy, which s usually
kv

ever, rid ONEs, spanning
Indla’s lnd, are distinet e EOOSVSICITES SUPpOI-
ing wnigque bodiversity and liveliboods spe-

aress and plantations, stems most m&.w fircm
the eomplex kand tenures of orans, which limie

ad o them.
Trn:]uq’:um however, luas enclorsed aree:
ommendation o clasify such anens in Rajost-
hanas Torest land”™, While it may provide some

their scatterod nature. In this coredt, the Court

P mar-
aging them as forests can do more harm than

the region, c-spm'lnlly the future of Bangla-
desh. India should also keverage the finan-
cial and infrastructural capahilities of coun-
tries like Japan, South Korea, and European
powers (o provide regional public goodsin
South Asia. Finally, India’s South Asia policy
must be organically linked to its Indian
Owean and lnd.oPaclﬁcstmumes

Hnwmwn }amh lmmrs Jnirn a_fnragnwﬂ‘(\’ ar
JNU anef i vhe founder of the Conmeil for
Serategic and Defence Ressurch,

The views expressed are perscnal

mpping and nxmilsdmm I, nmmlry
ﬁlswmlwla
mmwhll‘d‘u
ing sairmln.rds against diversion, does not
adlddres the questions of governance and the
rights of local comemunities. The Court's seem-

ek, communi-
ties b manage these lands based on ther local
il through
governance, under the FRA or similar lnws,
For sacred groves and other ecosystems to
thrive, o paraclign shill is needed — one that
empowers Jocal communities and embraces

most aligned with the community forest
resource (CFR) righits under the Forest Rights
Act (FRA). which empower tribal and tradi-
ol forest-dwelling communities 1 manage
their customary foress. FRA'S democratic
i g g, b

diversiny practices.

Cratamarte Areabiath s polley analyar (et
povermumie] ar the Centre for Bolicy Desiam,
stk Troest for Research in Eglogy and he
Erironment, Bengaiury

Theviews expressed are persoml
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Tweaked for flexibility,
NPS awaits tax clarity

This funded pension scheme now offers access to low-cost fund management with its option

of staggered withdratwals of what was once a lump-sum. Good. Lets keep its tavation benign

he latest tweaks to India’s National
Pension System (NPS) improve an
already excellent retirement saving
scheme. The government could
consider two additional improve-
ments. One, remove the age limits
respectively for ememlg thescheme and for
staying d. Two, remove aml yon
the taxability of the funds that remain in the
NPS after the mandatory lump-sum to buy an
annuity is taken out. The government intro-
duced the NPS as a proactive measure to spare
itselfa pension burden that it would find hard to
bear once the population has aged, reducing
the proportion of those who work and pay taxes.
Paying the pensions of past employees from the
taxes paid by current earners was clearly not
sustainable. Under the NPS, p

ment—about 0.06% of the assets managed, a
sharp contrast with the 2% that mutual funds
typically charge. The scheme allowed savers to
exit with the exit-funds falling in two baskets.
One comprised 40% of the corpus, which must
be used to buy an annuity designed to delivera
steady stream of income for the remainder of
one’s life. The remaining 60% had to be with-
drawn as a lump-sum, anytime before reaching
theage of 75. Recently, an NPS norm was

ked to permit st I withdrawals of the
60% portion, while the funds that remain in the
account continue to earn a return,

This grants the retiree a welcome degree of
flexibility in how hersavings are invested, with
achance toavail of the lowest fund manage-
menLchzlrgm onthe table. This fits in with the

tobe paid out of asaving cnrpus accumulated
over the employee's work life, with both the
emplover and employee contributing toit. The
British government has such a system of funded
pensions even for its armed forces personnel,
with an added guarantee of a top-up from the
exchequer, should the pay-out fail to keep pace
with inflation.

India’ssch isopen toemplovees in the
private sector and to self-emploved individuals
aswell. Allaccounts are kept by a central
record-keeping agency on a uniform platform.
This brings down costs. An employee's retire-
ment saving account remains the same, with
apermanent retirement account number
(PRAN), even if jobs are switched. Savers can
invest in four different asset classes: equity, gov-

hic and sociological changes under-
wzl)' in ﬁocu:ly Parents donot need to provide
for their children in today’s world, nor are chil-
dren often available to render care during old
age, making an income stream with which to
pay for such services more than desirable. How
should systematic withdrawals be taxed? Popu-
list pressure made the government extend to
NPS the same tax treatment that had been
bestowed on the Employees’ Provident Fund:
Exempt at the time of contribution (subject to a
cap), exempt during accumulation and exempt
at the time of withdrawal (E ce the lump-
sum was tax-exempt, its withdrawal in stages
should make nodifference to its tax treatment.
In fact, the government could go further. It
could give tax breaks to the portion that's kept
invested in the NP'S for allocation to alternate

ernment bonds, corporate bonds and alternate
investments. Savers can also choose their fund
manager for each asset class. The NPS has one

ofthe world's lowest charges for fund manage-

AJIT RANADE

since an important chunk of these
go into fundingstartups in sectors of strategic
technological capability essential to the canse of
India’s strategic autonomy.

| my view

Ten big GenAl developments we
saw within the span of a month

Its evolution didn't even pause for a year-end break as the Al wave began turning into a tsunami

camera. ming’

ur phone into an

r]ohug intric; ate code-hases and even

Al-powered e £
announcements of similar features

rhettel form-
alu.e 0 can also re-factor existingeode
for clarity and scalability. Thu.ha-.pm:l—

mlghllwa:t mlmml mtmmdemm 1]
ityof Al c d the
hnology's evolution.
ok —The point-and-shoot
o il

found for software d
opment, empowering junior developers
and freeing up senior programmers to

gle's Whisk, a prel Ilmiﬁ:‘lr\ Iah]‘a’?tsdu:l

foreus on higher-level design.
03 i redefining the fnits ofartificial

MILESH JASANI ﬁhm\l:m -.lhofulumnflmqg!lcdll]n,p;]! gﬂwau’hv.rfﬂwmm(‘ﬂ [t made waves
ls based g ygother | hy Tuman per
fior LC Genlnnow Fund. images as prompts, tially remixing | the and

visuals innovatively. While Al tools

(ARC) benchmark for AG!

won't replace expert tools, they're akin true AGL it demonstrates AL's

to the arvival of point-and-shoot cam- ble progress in tackling o:smulm tasks

erasin the early 2000s, once Tusive

foatures v exclusive A 03 push hnundal]o\. we
g | Alrag we Jnlmmlﬂa canexpect them to tackle increasingly

helatter half of December wit-
| nessed a flurry of g

. posing risks for all

complex challenges that may appear

While AGI may
goal, Al models keep

day season, h (f‘ ctabli T 1 s
Alindustry IImlcsnncn afford a pay Chuantum b Progress i it} in a di
given the rapid ndhigh | fu e b key: December saw a | king d ther

costsfor these who Fal.l behind.

Croagle redoed Hhe b with Gemin 2ok
ghe’s launch of Gemini 2.0is a full-
silel upgrade from the
Such upgrades, even in half-

Grony
ﬂl'dgl has

furry of quantum-related announee-
nits, from Google's demonstration of
rystals’ to IBM's roadmap for the

We pose.
Rammu.u; — The dan of frady
intedfigent robots: A team of researchers
unveiled language models for robots.

ofitslargest i
“. We alv:mlmmse'd qu:mlum

i Vhile these
ulr'hll« tumlad\lann' il ncommtﬁaml.lgnll’mnl their
o are far away.

mﬁlmm inthe Al landscape. Its models

comsistently rank at the top of most

Patience will be key, as their true impact
ma} unfold over decades, not months.

remini 2.0 Flash— Yowr plone’s 2025
Albrain: 1t was more than a base model
change with Gemini 2.0 Flash, a special-

ied model built for speed and effi

ciency. Imagine this: your phone inte-
ything you do. Flash
makesthis possible. Need to identify a

grates Al into evel

landmark in a photo quickly? Done.
Want real- llmelram.]uucmdurlnga
with

ive Al —OpenAly Prafects
and(;arjlna‘n.fmuwmﬂwmmqmm\d
teamrpori: OpenAl and Google both
launched platforms for collaborative Al
projects. OpenAls Projects allows users
to create shared workspaces. Google's
Canvas enahlos AT-paows nllabora-
tive brainstorming. They signal a shift
towards Al-augmented teamwiork.
Imagine brainstorming sessions with Al

deas orwriting projects and

different i
speed and multimodal

blem. [-'I.seih's

providing real-time feedback. Thiscan

The torespond to com-
ule:\Jmlnu.tlnmImmmrallunguug!'
Imqg]nelolllnga robot to “tidy up the
m” and it knows exactly what
v done. Companies like

and OpenAl with their ongoing
research, are likely to incorporate LLMs
into robotics development.

Usage costs—A seisnic shift in the Al
Sarrafseape: In 2024, we saw Al usage
«costs tank by over B0%. An expert
showed that today's cos lcufulm'se.lng
lm-.uflhmll.and-.cd'ulmln-.
below £2. A Chinese developer un I]nd
a further game-changer: DeepSeck-V,
rivals the performance of leading LLMs,
but its training cost just $6 million. As
result, it can offer token or usage pricing
at than]:}"\-,nfmaLmu:ly cheaprate.
Thisd isa power-

mean Al can understand any text, image
or audioclip, turning our phones into

knowledgeable assistants.

Instanet copiabifity— W,H'amum«
sh,

eatedup A day after Gemini
OpenAl showeased almost identical
capahilitie

5 masdel can processalive

design and research.
013 The code wihisperer — Al trans-

Ful catalyst for mass sdoption of GenAlL
The Al tsunami: The Al wave has

eode blocks from simple prompts,
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Rupee depreciation is inevitable but its volatility is not

and theexch

58 major

m!esr]s to he corrected. How much t!rpnrlei

d by the

for policys

v theorem, whichsays that
you cannot have independent control of

Didit
h} REI? Former chiefeconomic ::Ivml Arv-

both theexchang dinterest rate and

and Josh Felman find that

been earned on no: llar assets, Con-
versely, when RBI sells aggressively at a
lower rate than when it bought the dollars,
itmakes anet profit, \Ahu hean be passed on

Ldividend Esti-

formed f ive: Bl on gained an int "_ rarely seen. It'sa
:hau):sd'tlmuglll O3 can vith prog
hreak down complex coding into logical | every direction. Onuhulllcsn::
steps, enabling it to generate entire the mess ar:buckleup,

the Al wave is tuming into a tsuna

TAa !EOUG!!—I

Virtue is more to
he feared than vice,
because its excesses are
not subject to the regulation

of conscience.

ADAM SMITH

1

currency but your headache.” That is no
longer true. President Trump would want
the dollar to weaken, a wishful thought
against the mighty glohal tide.

For India, there are other options, like

atill maintain an open economy. In other | for pusl thrno _-,e B, llm real effective | mates of the cost cd’t'xu".-. holdings and | reducing dollar invoicing, convincing some

he dollar rup i f | wonds,afixed capital . been keptmuch | profit arenot readily i toarcept yments

| the most imp jcvaria- | fowsarei ham th fi available. Anaverage hold- | (like done already for [ran and Russia), or

hles that affects all aspectsof theecon- | monetary policy, thus ¢ the | the previons decad, RBI shDuId ing of 3700 billion with a | diversifving into non-dollar reserves. Thisis

omy. Whether it Iﬁf::;r]pl]cx'ﬁﬂm havean | nation’s autonomy. Despite this so-called | The -.mlc'ulalrdhl\ 3% interest differential | easiersaid than done. Hence, the only pru-

il transport fuel trilemma, it is still possible to have partial | adjusting the nominal rate [t impliesacostof 321 billion | dent thing to do is avodd too much active

| L or domestic steel facing import | control of exchange and interest rates and | for differences in inflation restrainits {or about $25,000 crove). | intervention and only focus on volatility

ccunpollll:sn e-w:nthlnglﬁ by | keepth partially open. Thu.ll.thzl vith India's trade partne, acti\l'e forex Omn the other hand, REI' control, as was dome during 2008, 2001 and

ven a busi h has wholly i ‘hat e call | They point out that unli dividend payouts have | 2003 inthree diff sl i)

stie Inum.l.m_l.uu.nd.l.ales. with all its e, not cormer solu- | in the previous two de management been huge in recent years, | capital flows. Holding the rupee toostrong

tsap ionsinrupees ofthe | tions). The Reserve Bank of India (RBD is | ades till 2008, the rupe . whichwasaresult ofextra | hurtsnot only export prospects, but also the

dollar rate. Thisisthe shadow impact of the lutumall_-, only a custodian of our foreign | was actively prmenletl while the Centre dollar siles as well as a mmmtllm'nﬁﬁ of purely domestic busi-

exchange rate. An open economy with a | but it al agesthe | from reciating N huction i ofimports.

tradeable sector is subject to competition mc‘hang!' rate. REI has a written explicit | aggressivesalesof Indias — 3jms to attract Invoicing is another ] et BBl be restrained in active forexman-

fi {5 and [ inflation mandate but no numerical target | stockof foreign exchange. dimension of forex policy. | agement and aim for gradual dopm:'lallcm
ally. Theexchange ratethus affectsits com- | for the dollar rate, which in any case would | From February till October more dollars While anly about 15% of | whichis

petitiveness, alack of which cannot be com-
pensated fully by raising import-duty pro-

be futile. RBI maintains that it lets market
forces determine this rate and intervenes

tection; it is
because tariffs kead to inflation as locally
produ protected goods get ex

only tocurb
Thechall

of 2022, RBI sold or lost a
whopping 5105 billion of

Inflation is the other most | et

rate hasother

nomic variahle. Tokeepitin check, interest

rise. Thisdeli between

driver. A

India's trare iswith the
nearly B5% of foreign trade

non-REI policy responses designed to
strength the rupee would include enticing
higher foreign direct investment inflows,
keeping the domestic growth rate high and

velatility. its stock. Thiswas presumably to prevent the | is invoiced 5 dollars. This too has an
e I i Wasthisnot anexcessive | impact on the d Jﬂarsglcihal-.lmngth
Forinstance, | costtopay what sh been Inthe era of a secon
d asa | anatural decline? There aretwo aspectsto | and sky- hlgh[ "i:loht anid Iﬂldg!'[ deficits,
high RBT'sstock and sale of dollars, On one hand Har carmot

hamperexports. For the past few years, our

thethree Finflation, interest rates

alarge stock represents a cost tothe nation | eas
secretary had quipped

in foregone higher retums that could have

v. In the early 19705, the TS Treasury

it “the dollar is our

oil. All this would be in the domain of New
Delhi rather than Mint Street. It would also
help to tone down the rhetoric of equating
the rupee'sstrengthwith national strength.
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Welfare programmes impact the
retail prices relevant to people

Indlia must update its inflation metrics to reflect actual consumption expenditure patterns for superior policy formulation

T.C.A. ANANT
s aformer chief statistician of india

he Union ministry of statistics and pro-
gramme implementation (MoSP has

index {CP1) compilation.” First, the

background: [nJ.muar) 2023, th
tosupply free f
[\nln:atam rice] to around 800 million households
covered under the National Food Security Act.

[his followed a series of ad hoe
extensions to the free distribution of essential
goods initiated during the covid erisis. The rele-
vanceofthis scheme to the index arises from the
fact that wheat and rice account for a weight of
ulmml? 5% ofthe all lia combined CPIL

Th paper i
5. Ome, how to account for
omlPI).\il Ilomk

inprice nf]’ul‘ll:'] Jistribution 8

from ag sin
and o, haw o treat frea PI msin lhoprn
pased

exercisels done. The paper follows a user consulta-

tion’ by MoSPLearlier on the same topic, Thisexer-
cise raised speculation about itsimpact oninflation
megsurement, as it coincided with observations
madeby the chief economic adviswr and others
[lml-ullngthlmnh(mnnnmmlngrnndlmmlnn

The issue of free distribution of foodgrains raises
alarger concern when it comes o CP] compilation

from theambit of Further, regardless of the method adop
Insofar as the treatment of froe insfor when the change was indiceswith
the future series s concerned. the paper citesthe | and without the ch h
i Pleom. | duced.alerting users o the change and its impart
pilation, which ds excluding fromthe | Thi ion of indices should have

inclex itemns that 1 free by -
ment ar non-profit (nstitutions. This isearrect
hecause fond isonly one of the things provided free
Iy the government, We da nat, for example. seek

dfor a period afat least one yearto
allow tesers tosee the directional impact of the
change. Not adhering to this basic principle of
ransparency incresses doubts about the validity

and housel patterns. The gov-

emment may, for example, seek toinclude the dis-

tribution of pulses and ecdible oils under welfare

schemes idemands for which are alrea

‘made) Thiswould have an even large

consumption patterns.
Ttisil

um'\ndlu'n

toinclude thecost of internal or external i
hich i izion by

Asforthe treatment of free distribution of PIS
in theongoing series, the paper suggests that we
either redistribute the weight of these items o

I|l hm.ull\ over allitems in the hasket. The
paperstates that the first method was adopted it
some point] in the ongoing series, This, however, s
highly problematic.

First, free distribution increases the disposable
Income of consumers (hecanse of savings on these
. How this extra income is spent depends
reference pattern of the consumer. [tis
L('I1Hll||)'r|ﬁ!llh(‘t‘a e that the extra income willbe

by i ategory where free distribution
hu(hlj unllkc'\\ Iham
the

oceurs. Forexample,

d conseouent polic:

o i $ a
regular ongoing exercise, s s heing done with the

MINT CURATOR

Expect Trump’s

crackdown on

immigration to be disruptive

He is far better placed to act swiftly and harshiy this time around

PATRICIA LOPEZ
is & Bloomberg Dpinion columaist covesing
politics and poiicy.

-arthat S President-elect Donald
I ‘rump believes he has a mandate to

enact the largest deporiation in UShis-
tary. What happens next could
alter what it means to be an Americ;
Immigration under President Joe Biden
surged iolevels unmatched inmare thana
: stimated net increase of §
i migrants during his four years in
affice, with & majority crossing illegally,

Biden was determined to revel

Aconservative US Suprere Court means
legal challenges may fail arocewan

Birthright citizenship: Trump has said
that he intends to upend one of the most
fundamental ideas about the 1S: that n
matter where in the warld your parents
come from, iFyou are hornhe
American. It in a principle

harsh Trump L0 limit
linds of immigration. But Biden never
comveyedit. Theee was no id

hrined in the th A .
president can overside the Consiitution

ulthanmm i . But Ty

more Imlnlgmnls. refugee
ers could provea net hene
after Trump killed a bipartisan immigr
tionreform bill, Biden re-impose lllghlor
limits on the southern border, but it was
too late tosave the election for Democrats.
Nowthe US finds itselfwith the high

y, a5 he has
s ook, ancertoghw poverament o
stop issuing Social Security numbers and
passports tooffspring of parents who can-

nat prave their legal status.
Refigee programmes: Biden reduced ille-
gal border crassings partly by expanding
that allow legal anes, Think of

i - Bt theonst-

forelgn-born in its history—

averl5 —anda border that'smore porous: | golngpresident hus s he wilaotrenew
I g hasp that
ihl y ic. As Trump | million
liver an his top prior weda, Haitl, Cubaand
term Tmmptmm]l.

s that f{:tlcm‘"s be swift

fior
The Alien Enemies Actf P98 Trumpand
have described migrants s
“imvaders” and horder crossings as an

Jlli']\lfll][kl(l
50 sock o end or restrict

end it He may

porary
I 0,000 i

“invasion,” Taw
to “remave all known or suspected gang
artelmembers

Dreamers: The lone carrot Trump has
]m]dmltlulhlmm‘mhIupue.alh]mrlltmm

has.

protect [ those hrought to this
couniry legallyaschildron, many ofwhom

. Bt the Brennan Center for Tustice
amed that the Act's Linguage |s s
that “a president might be able to

tem-
porary protection in the only homeland
they've ever known. How genuine is that
offer? It's up to Trump, whase recard is

Periodic Labou
ofUnincorporsted Sector Enterprises. This would
allaw construction of the CP1asadynamic chain

ipact of fres i
inflation is likely to be small. Thi: calse most
of the inflation in food products s in the cate-
goriesof fruitsand bl ,|mlo|n- ich items

index revisions to its weighting dia-
gram and item basket. The benefits of this would
ml(snb cover existing policies like dearr

ljus (whic] hm:n even allow for savings
1

dible oils. As a resultof
procurement programme that offers minimum
support prices (MSPs), cereals (particularly wheat
tend o witness r e

andinflation
hulaLmlhA mmln'l.rmmn-.omh\.sc'h-
£ ovid outhreak.

Tu sumup, ||ampam|( mﬂhndu]clgw«. coupled

tive

[he most volatility in thes i
alized items that are not cxm:-mlh\

e. Given that

mmllmlu.hawa]cm share in thec

with regularly
surveys, can mitigate doubts and improve the
llL|]llj n[IIw(.I'] mpnllrj making. Aswelfare

1, regularly updating inflation

run around the re qulmmﬂllk:[r‘l iminal
and immigration Lav.” Trump also has
ulcthml to use the military and local

mixed

his first teem, anly to go hackon it

Hardliners in Congress have alreary
T

ifnecessary. Thel prohi
bitions against that as well, bt it's anyone's
guess ifthey'll he upheld.

Workpiace raidy: Tom Homan, Tramp's
nominee for ‘border czar, has pledged to
bring back w:lkuLm'nlcl(_Om‘M«aulc

onan Obama 2002 executive order called
Dieferred Action for Childhood Arvivals, or
DACA. The order provided a temporary
shield from deportation and work permits.
If Trump persists, expect him to extract
maximum leverage from any deal.

It should be clear even to big doubters
that Trump intends to follow through on
what is now a decade-old pledge to crack
downon Butthistime, he has

Iul. said he will ﬁan in Chicage
doesn't want to he

woubd b
items across the entire mn-.umpll:sn hu-.kol

doubt even correct stat

g hasket of the median consumer (which is what the by actual ¢ will ncn
tant Im:lmeh:in qmuhlmnmlmnn]\‘un CPltracks), the impact onoverall inflation would only enk tatisth I
and/orother cere TI|c'c*mn:'r1 approach in any case have t 1. However, k i Itwould
b ight of these in the adjs il ! people to b ltru-.t Inmlhlu data systems and support

effective governance,

| GUEST viEW

.l.mu:mclc. Bt ifhe impedes us, ifhe know-
ingly harbours an illegal alien, | will prose-
cute him,” he said,

a team in place with the experience and
knowledge to follow through, however
brutalit turns out, and also a conservative
Supreme Court. That could make all the
difference. EBLOOMBERG

AlF industry: At risk of death by a thousand circulars

TV. MOHANDAS PAI

ban on hanks and non-bank lln.mLm.nmm-

nies (NE investing in AlF:

s chairmian, Aarin Capital
Partrers.

sure to RES" debtor companies. If an .\I]
portfolio company had even a mere fixed

cts of an AIF. The Securities and Section 58 of the RBL Act states that RBI
e Board of | (Sehil i may make fons “with the previous
ted ATFsto sswe units as partly or fully paid, | sanetion of the Central G " But

with REl's Form INVI allowing thesame. But

ived treatment re

L:li:\r\.‘]hx mdu-nnjnk.clillm Mutual fund

t(u:L:}' the mg\llalnramwal‘. o play judge,

are the right r'lmlcc a5 \Ih aren’t there).

deposit-hacked credit card from a bank. the m .I.I‘lj 20023, with no prior Jury, cl and legislator. Mﬂ(lng Sehi's ne ecified investment fund'
latter d ite offits AIF invest- Form INVI was changed to har it lack . y gi invest innearty the
verybody boves a good fight; aclashof | ment. Over $12,000 crore hasheenwritten: | PPUs. After a year of multiple re tooverrule Y MOVES L asCategory I1LAIFs witham

E enualscan be an engaging test of skills | offby hanks and NBFCs. The government- | tions, under India's Sebi often claims that | mum ticket size one-tenth that of AIFs,

iffair play is assured. But n:sbi)d .l.p:snwmd SWAMIH Fund, mc':ml fm Foreign Exchange Man- Altemative have a “light touch” | Combinedwith the tax advantage of mutual

I show of isstuck becase of | agement Act sawan ‘expla- regulatory me, But a | funds and the dismal lack of clarity on Cate-

enfeebled opponent. The year- ]tmg rrwlla Ihe AIF industry protested, but B :gl‘lcm' in pd to !i[‘:l[t' i“VeStme“t Ilgﬁtmwﬁhj an lron hamd v LILALF l:lx.‘l\IUII.lL'IIh(".lInllujl:‘I('lfMl‘.i
tory rumble’ against India's alter e not 4 godan that AIF unitscan be ef can still deliver a heavy | s investor interest ina few !

meent fund (AIF) industry is a textbookexam- | withit was told that the chapter w: partly or fully paid. This funds ge“erate blow. At the 2023 Gate- Itisfor the government tostep in andsave

ple of regulatory e In March 2024, the regulator releaseda cir- | was meant to elucidate an keepers of Governance ustry from regulatory overreach. A

T kufl.urf‘mnga-.lnwd cular providing cosmetic relief: REs could | existing position. Yet, RBI value but have event in Mumbai, a Sebi | study by the Indian Venture and Alternate

cireuls tarting with those issued by the | invest in AIFs that invest in equity shares, | sent emails to AlFs official Capital ded that every $I0

Rc-umvl!mkuflndm]ilslx not equity sec unlwﬁ Thismarkedabreak | demanding that they been dealta hiael i million of alternative capital invested in

iament, RELought to sameway, and itmust | admita fault and regularize 2 months: that's almost a | companies creates 858 on in revenue

I)Mm\mmblc'tnlu\nm unc‘mﬂulllw:ﬁmu) surely have been aware that pm‘alcoqulq' their PPLIs |}|Slrlf|ll-lll|tsll!i harsh blow by circular every two days. und-'l?ﬁﬂlll Jobs, while yielding $12mil-

have weaponized its sutonomy and seems | and venture capital funds invest mostlyin | to foreign investors are = Investors need regulatory | lion in taxes, Capital formation by AIFs

v toitself It has gone against | equity securities, Concernsthat thesecould | stuck on account of this u\fer-regulallon stability, notincessant rule | drives foreign direct investment, increases

the spirit. tio e be were far-fetched, as their | isswe, which REIhas been changes wolcirculars | tax revenue and spurs economic activity by
sively prescriptive, with fintech firms and reluctant to resolve. With ande vearhave | bringing tomarkets.

AlFs at the recedving end. as accounting gh raised, this | beft AIFs gasping for air, with many spending Fs.are consumed and confused by

In December 20023, RBI

ares as debt.

tathon is the isue of partly p 3
AlFs units are a ‘beneficlal momm an

term taken to mean the right to

L(u:lh’l]llj mfair to AlFs.

mowe time on :'nmpllunn' than on invest-

ite AlFs bringing inconvertible cur- | ment. For them, come to fi team mem-

rel (“\'ﬁllld thedr 1. et risk, -mmm.m I twr L.lplu]r sed by AIFs slowed drasti-
ment inover s 2023, Overreg

thedr retail counterparts. Inclia’ for investors

.&(!m(mlh-. “]]ll(‘ mm ual funds have had at
st

y:i'mnmm'i.

portion of

s, Why the dichotomy?

Category I AIFs in India have always

intored tape.,
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ABSTRACT

Analysing

the 2023

caste-based Census of Bihar

Why a caste-based Census is im

disadvantaged groups, particularly backward classes

G. £ Christophe and Himanshu. ‘Caste
and Socio-economic Inequality in Bihar: A
Disaggregated Analysis of the 2003
Census', Economic & Political Weekdy, Vol
59, Issue no. 47, Novernber 23, 2024

academically, to understand its

impact on society, and the
socio-economic challenges faced by
various communities. Scholars have
examined caste dynamics from different
perspectives.

While colonial authorities conducted
studies on caste for ease of
administration, postindependence, caste

central to affrmative action
policies aimed at addressing inequalities.
Despite the breadth of research, the lack
of comprehensive and uniform caste data
remains a significant gap, highlighting the
need for a caste-hased Census to better
address caste-based disparities.

n India, caste has been extensively
l studied, both historically and

Why a caste-based Census

The three broad administrative categories
devised for affirmative action - Scheduled
Castes (3C), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and
Other Backward Classes (0BC) — groupa
multitude of diverse caste groups under
generalised classifications. While people
from the 5C are those, who have
historically faced untouchability, people
from the 5T are recognised for their social
and economic backwardness, and social
and ecomomic disadvantages characterise
people from OBC. Communities outside
these categories are classified as the
General Category.

In this context — where concerns
persist that certain castes may dominate
and monopolise benefits, that additional
castes may need inclusion, or that aid fails
to reach those who genuinely require it
due to lack of reliable data, and how
broad administrative categories fail to
show the complexities of caste and tribe
disparities — the importance of a
caste-based Census b unch
Addressing these issues, the authors,
Christophe Z Guilmoto and Himanshu,
through their article "Caste and
Socio-economic Inequality in Bihar: A
Disaggregated Analysis of the 2023
Census”, undertake an in-depth
examination of Bihar's 2003 caste Census.
This initiative by the State, similar to
recent efforts undertaken by Karnataka
and other regions, shows the increasing
need for more detailed data on caste.

A caste Census is vital for
backward-caste politics, as it enables
accurate identification of OBCs, many of
whaom lack verifiable data for inclusion. It
also supports demands to reassess the
Suprems Court’s 27% reservation cap,
reflecting their demographic share,
Finally, it prevents misuse of benefits by
revealing intra-community disparities,
fostering a more equitable system.

The caste history of Bihar

The socio-political landscape of Bihar has
been deeply influenced by caste
dynamics. From the colonial era's
regimental assignments to identify
“criminal tribes,” caste data has been
integral to administrative and political
strategies. Post-independence, the

tive in India to understand the socio-economic conditions of

Need for more data: J0|U) warkers and supporters celebrate after the declaration of Bihar's
caste-hased Census repart, in Patna, on October 4, 2023 P11

Constitution institutionalised afirmative
action through Articles 16(4) and 340,
recognising the socio-economic
hackwardness of certain groups.
However, these classifications were often
based on “expert assessments” rather
than empirical data, as seen with the
Manwal Commission,

Since the 19505, caste-based politics
has shaped Bihar's socio-political
landscape. Key milestones include the
1978 Karpoori Formula and the Mandal
Commission's 1990 implementation,
which empowered OBCs under leaders
like Lalu Prasad Yadav of the Janata Dal
(JD). Internal divisions within OBCs led to
political splits, including the rise of the
Janata Dl (United) [JIMU ] and the Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP), while Nitish Kumar's
2007 Mahadalit mission stratified SCs.
While repeated calls for a national caste
Census did not materialise, Bihar went
ahead, conducting its own in 2023,
addressing data gaps and highlighting the
sowio-economic disparities within caste
categories.

Metho,

The 2023 Bihar caste Census, overcoming
legal challenges regarding the State's
autharity to collect caste, gender, and
religion data, was conducted in two
phases — house listing in early 2023 and

socio-economic data collection mid-year.

After the Patna High Court dismissed
petitions against the survey, reports were
released detailing caste and
socio-sconomic data. Using a predefined
Est of 215 communities, the Census
categorised SCs, STs, OBCs, Most
Backward Classes (MBCs), forward castes,
and a separate “other reported castes™
(ORCH group.

Over 88% of the population fall into
backward classes (BCs), GCs, MBCs, and
505, with BCs and MBCs making up nearly
two-thirds. The Yadavs are the largest
group at 14.3%, followed by Dusaadhs,
Chamars, and other significant
communities. Despite dominant groups,
the population is highly fragmented, with
the 10 most prominent castes comprising
less than half of the total population. The
fractionalisation index of 0.96 highlights
extreme diversity, exceeding even the
ethnic diversity of countries like China or
the U5,

To analyse socio-economic status
acToss communities, factor analysis was
employed. This analysis focused on the T8
largest commumities with populations
over one lakh, as data from smaller
populations is less reliable. These 78
Eroups represent 98.2% of Bihar's
population. While the Census included
key socio-economic data, the authors
note its limitations. Key indicators such as
age, land ownership, and regional

breakdowns were excluded, limiting the
scope and depth of the findings.

Disparities in income and education
The authors explain that Bihar's caste
clusters (GC, ORC, BC, MBC, 5C, 5T)
reveal stark socio-economic disparities.
ORCs and GCs lead in income and
education, while Dalits, particularty
Musahars and Bhuiyas, fare the worst.
Orver 40% of SC and ST households eam
below 16,000/maonth, compared to 25%
of GCs. Meanwhile, 2% of ORCs earn
abowve T50,000/month, while Dalit
incomes average T8,000/month, far
below 139,000 for Kayasthas,

Educational disparities mirror income
trends. Dalits have less than 3.5% higher
education attainment, compared to 17%
among GCs. Musahars and Bhuiyas
average bess than four years of schooling,
while Kayasthas average 10.7 years. A
polynomial regression (r=0.90) highlights
a strong correlation between income and
education, with higher education vielding
returns, particularly for upper castes.

Within clusters, socio-economic
diversity persists. BCs generally perform
better than MECs, but some MBC groups,
like Dangis and Halwais, surpass many
BCs. Yadavs, Bihar's largest caste, align
with regional averages but exhibit internal
disparities: 40% are poor, yet 6% are
highly educated. Muskim groups like
Pathans and Sheikhs face challenges akin
to BCs. These findings underscore that
broad administrative categories fail to
capture the nuaneed realitios of
caste-based inecualities.

Employment data reveals glaring
inter-caste disparities. GCs dominate bath
the public and private sectors, while SCs
like Musahars and Bhuiyas are largely
confined to manual labour. Although
reservations have narrowed disparities in
government jobs, they disproportionately
benefit dominant castes like Kurmis,
Kushwahas, and Yadavs, Marginalised
groups and Muslims remain
underrepresented.

Asset ownership and migration
patberns further underscore the
socio-economic inequalities in Bihar, GOs
and ORCs lead in housing and asset
ownership, while marginalised groups
such as Musahars, Tiyars, and Bhuiyas
struggle with kutcha housing and
homelessness. Migration trends also
highlight disparities, with forward castes
dominating student migration, while bath
affluent and impoverished groups are
engaged in labour migration.

Using Principal Component Analysis
(PCA), the authors evaluated
SOCHO-ECONOmc status across
communities, focusing on variables such
as housing, employment, assets, and
migration. PCA, which utilised 19
variables, reveabed that Musahars, Tivars,
and Bhuiyas were the most deprived,
while Kayasthas emerged as the
wealthiest. This ranking, based on various
living standard indicators, is also closely
aligned with the rankings based on
education and income.

Through a detailed look at the Bihar
Census 2023, the authors highlight the
deep-rooted socio-economic inequalities
in the State, where higher castes benefit
from better income, education, and
employment opportunities, while
marginalised groups like Musahars and
Bhuiyas remain excluded.

The Bihar caste Census is proof of the
need for detailed caste data. By offering
comprehensive insights, this Census
shows how it can become an essential
tool for informing policies and ensuring
resources are allocated effectively to
address disparities and foster more
equitable reforms.

Reberea Rose Varghese is a freelance
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A decade after a deadly terrorist attack on its offices over a controversial cartoon,
French Magazine Charlie Hebdo will release a special issue. A quiz on cartoons

FROM THE ARCHI

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“=.. 50 Lasked her if she could and she
told me..."
"Stop beating about the bush and get to
the point, will you?”
"Stop beating about the bush! What..”
"Stop beating about the bush means...
“... Tknow what it means. It means
don't ramble, get to the point. What 1
want to know is how this expression came

into being™

It goes back to the days of bat
fowling.”

“Is it spelt fL.o.0..L. -

"No, no. 18 spel Aneg It's

pronounced the same way as
fooowli.n.g A 'fowl is a bird,
‘especially one that can be hunted or
eaten as food””

“0.K. Tell me more about this bat
fowling.”

“Bat fowling was a night sport and the
people who took part in it were called bat
fowlers. And what the bat fowlers used to
do was hunt birds at night”

"How did they do that?”

“The bat fowlers used o carry a bat
and a lamp with themn. They used to go
into bushes where the birds were sleeping
and wake them up by making a nodse.
When the frightened birds came out
fhying, the bat fowlers showed them the
lamp. The bright light made the birds
temporarily blind. And while they were in
this helpless state, the men killed them
with their bats.”

"How crude! But what does this have to
do with beating about the bush?"

“Along with the lamps and bats, the bat
fowlers used to take with them some
servants, They were called 'beaters' and
their job was to frighten the birds out of
their hiding place.”

"How did they do this? Did they
shout?

"No, they used to beat the bushes”

“The bush in which the birds were
hiding?”

"No, it was usually the bush next to the
one in which the birds were hiding”

"Really? Incidentally, Americans say
“‘around’ instead of "about’. So they were
actually beating about the bush!™

"Yes, they were.”

“What did they do with the birds? Did
they make soup and have a bowl of it?

“The ‘ow’ in *h.. ' is promounced
like the ‘0" in words like ‘pole’, *hole” and
“sole’ ™

"0, 5o it's a bowd of soup. And talking
about soup, has your mother made her
famous vegetable soup lately?"

"No, not recently”

“Come to think of it, | haven't seen her
for a long time. Please tell her [ asked
about her”

“T'll tell ber you asked after her”

“After her?”

“That's the correct expression. Please
tell your parents [ asked after them. Ciao.”

Published in The Hindu on August 16,
1954,

Word of the day

Cognate:
ane related by blood or arigin, aspecially an
sharing an ancestar with another; a word is

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1. The christened name of AR. Rahman.

cartoan that came under fire
In 2008 over its depiction of

Vighnesh P'. Venkitesh cognate with another if both derive from the

sarme word in an ancestral language;

A then U.S. President Barack The full name of Kapil Dev. Ans: AS. Dileep relsted Innature
QUESTION 1 Obarna and first lady Kumar; Kapil Dev Ramial Nikhan)
whese did the Michelle Gbama? 2. Kapll Dev's last and record-setting A34th scalp. Synon YIS skin, bload-related,
controversial cartoons that | Ang: Adam Parare (Mew Zealand) 4
consanguine, kin, bleod relative
led to the attack on QUESTION & 3. The twa films for which Rahman won the
Charlie Hebdo first Harme the cartoanist and the Matienal Film award for Best Background Score. USAEE: in this part of the worfd, socioty wos
appear? cartoan which appeared in Ans: Mom and Ponniyin Selvan arganised an eognate kinship,
(Y The Pennsyivanio Gazette in 4, Kapil scored the unbeaten 175 during the 1983

Prudential Warld Cup at this ground. Ans: Newill
Ground In Tunbridge Wells (Kent)
5. Rehman was nominated for multiple Dscars for

QUESTION 2
Mame the 1939 cartoan by
David Low which has twa

1754, ermphasising the
Iimpaortance of the US!s
then-disjpinted colonles

Pronunciation: newsth lve/cognatepro

International Phonetic

figwres in it greeting each Jolning together. this 2011 filrn but did not get any of them. Ans: 127 Alpha hEt:kag.nﬂh'.J’kng.nlu.fkng.nau
ather as “Thescum ol the | b Hours

earth, | believe? and “The | QUESTIONS 6. The latest autobiography of Kapil. Ans: Straight

bloady assassin of the Narme the Washington Post from the heart

7. Mame the musical that Rahman created in

cartoanist who guit last
enllaboration with Andrew Lioyd Webber in 2002

week after her cartoon

workers, | presume?™

Mame the two figures as For feedback and suggestions far

well. depicting its cwrer Jeff Ans: Bombay Dreams Text & Context, please write to
h Bezas and L.5. Viswal: Hame this one-off album. Ans: SuperHeavy letters@thehindu.co.in
QUESTION 3 President-elect Danald Wisual question: Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Rajmohan Velayudhan| with the subject ‘Text & Context’

‘WhichIndian author's cartoons are exhibited here? MUSTAFAH K5, Piyali Tull] Tamal Biswas| varghese Joseph

Mame the New Torker Trurm was rejected.

» » -
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The number of
women executed by

Number of people in

THE=&®HINDU

People in J&K

Sudan who require

detained for drug

Number of Rohingya
refugees who arrived

Number of

Palestinians killed in

Iran in 2024

Horway-based Iran Hurman
31 Rights [IHR) NGO, which closely

tracks executions in iran, said in
a report that the figure for 2024 marked
the highest number of wormen to be
hanged in Iran since it started
docurnenting the use of capital
punishrment in 2008, s

aid, as per the UN

in millien. Sudan has been
30 torn apart and pushed to the

brink of farnine by the war
that erupted in April 2023 betwesn the
Sudanese armvy and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, The UN has launched a
%4.2 billion call for funds, targeting 20.9
million people across Sudan. e

peddling in 2024

Palice have recovered
30 over 43 kg of heraln

worth several
hundred crore in the Jammu district in
2024, officials said. The police also
attached 11 properties of drug sriugglers
worth 2469 crore in the district during the
same period. i

in Indonesia

The mostly Muslim
264 ethmic Rohingya

refugees, whao arrived in
Indanesia’s pravince of Aceh after floating
at sea for days, are persecuted in Myanmar
and thousands risk their lives each year on
long and dangerous sea jourmneys to reach
Malaysia ar Indonesia. sn

Gaza since Oct. 7. 2023

The health
4 4 mindstry in
9 Gaza said

that 45,854 peaple have been killed in
maore than 15 menths of war between
lsrael and Palestinian militants. lsrzel's
offensive has wounded 1,09,139. wo
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Decoding the National Anthem controversy

What is the practice followed in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly during and after the Governor’s address? Why did Tamil Nadu Governor RN, Ravi leave the
Assembly without delivering his address? Is the singing of the National Anthem during certain occasions mandatory?

The story so far:
n January 6, Tamil Nadu
Gowvernor RN, Ravi left the
Legislative Assembly without
delivering the customary
address on the opening day of the first
session of the year complaining that the
National Anthem was not played before
his scheduled address. Last year too, he
had refused to read out his address.

What did the T.N. Raj Bhavan say?
The Raj Bhavan has alleged “the
Constitution of Bharat and the National
Anthem were once again insulted in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly™. It said respecting
the National Anthem is among the first
fundamental duties enshrined in our
Constitution. It is sung | the State
legislatures at the beginning and at the
end of the Governor's address. Not tobe a
party to such “brazen disrespect to the
Comstitution and the National Anthem,”
thie Gavernor left the House.

What is the practice in Tamil Nadu?
As per convention, the State anthem -
“Tamil Thai Vazhthu' — is played at the
beginning of the Governor's address. The
Mational Anthem is played at the end of
the address. The practice of playing the
State anthem at the commencement of
the Governor's address and the national
anthem at the end in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly was introduced in July 1991
when the All India Anna Dravida
Munmnetra Kazhagam (ALADME)
government, led by Jayalalithaa, was in
power. At that time, Bhishma Marain
Singh was Governor. Prior to that, the
Gaovernor would enter the House, deiver
the address, and leave.

What is the practice in other States?
Each House follows its own comvention.
For instance, in Nagaland, the national

anthem was not played at all for several

|

Problems in procedure: Tarnil Nadu Governar RN Ravi and Chief Minister M.E Stalin salute the

national flag, in Chennal on January 26, 2024. 5. R RUGHUNATHN

decades. It was played for the first time in
February 2021 when RN, Ravi was the
Gavernor of the northeastern State.
Likewise, it was only in March 2018, that
the national Anthem was played for the
first timse in the Tripura Assembly.

What is the practice when the
President’s address is delivered?
When the President reaches his seat on
the dais, a band installed in the lobby of
the central hall to the right of the
President, plays the National Anthem.
The President then reads the printed
address, in Hindi or English, tollowed by a
reading of the address in another version
if necessary, by the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha. After the conclusion of the
address, the President rises in his seat,
follewed by the members and visitors in
the galleries, when the National Anthem
is played again. The President, thereafter,

leaves the central hall in a procession.

What does the Constitution say?
Section 51 (A) {a) of the Constitution of
India dealing with fundamental duties,
says, “It shall be the duty of every citizen
of India to abide by the Constitution and
respect its ideals and institutions, the
national flag and the national anthem.”

‘What does the order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs say?

The full version of the National Anthem
shall be played on the following occasions
~ during civil and military investitures;
when the national salute is given in
accompaniment with the National
Anthem to the President or to the
GovernoryLieutenant Governor during
ceremonial occasions within their
respective States/ Union Territories;
during parades; on arrival of the

President at formal State functions and
ather functions organised by the
Government and on his departure from
such functions; immediately before and
after the President addresses the nation
aver All India Radio; on arrival of the
Governor/Lieutenant Governor at formal
State functions within his State/Union
Territory and on his departure from such
functions; when the National Flag is
brought on parade; when the regimental
colours are presented; and tor the
‘hoisting of colours in the Navy.

‘When is mass singing of the national
anthem required?

The full version of the anthem shall be
played accompanied by mass singing on
the fallowing occasions — on the unfurling
af the National Flag, on cultural occasions
ar cerernonial functions other than
parades; and on the arrival of the
President at any government or public
function {excluding formal State
functions) and also immediately before
his departure from such functions.

Can punishment be imposed if it isn't
played at official functions?
Om January 29, 2019, the Prime Minister,
Tamil Nadu Gevernor and Chief Minister
‘had participated at a function in Madurai
foor Laying the foundation stone for an
AIIMS building. The national anthem as
well as “Tamil Thai Vaazhthu’ were not
played at this function. Objecting to this, a
woman had moved the Madras High
Court seeking a direction to the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting to frame
the rules for imposing punishment, and
also to take action against the Chief
Secretary for disobedience in not playing
the National Anthem.

The court pointed out that a bare
reading of her representation made it
abundantly clear that when the petitioner
herself has stated that there is no
mandate for the National Anthem to be
sung, and is only a customary practice,
mandarmus sought against the
respondents, cannot be issued. The court
dismissed her petition.
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Each House fiollows its cwn
comventin. For instance, in
Magaland, the natienal anthem
was nat played at all far
several decades.

-

In Tamil Nadu, as per
camventian, the State anthem
— ‘Tamil Thai Vazhthu' — is
played at the beginning of the
Gowernor's address, The
matianal Anthem is played at
the end of the address.

-

Section 51 (4] (2] of the
Constitution of India dealing
with fundamental dutles, says,
“It shall be the duty of every
citizen of India to abide by the
Canatitution and respect its
ideals and institutions, the
national flag and the national
anthem.*

What is the human meta-
pneumovirus?

Is the unknown pathogen a reason for concern? How does it spread and can it be prevented? What are the

symptoms exhibited after being infected by the human metapneumenirus?

Zubeda Hamid
The story so far:

hina’s diseases control authority
said that it was piloting a
monitoring system for
prieumonia of unknown origin.
The country was already witnessing an
upward trend in overall infections as of
mid-December, and is expecting to see
mare respiratory infections in the winter
and spring. One of the pathogens that was
detected, especially among people under
the age of 14, was human
metapneumovirus. Subsequently, posts
showing crowds of people in what looked
like Chinese hospitals appeared on social
media along with statements about China
declaring an emergency over the virus. So
far, there has been no such declaration.

What is human metapneumovirus?
Human metapneumaovirus (HMPV) is a

cM R 1

respiratory virus that causes mild
infections similar to that caused by a
common cold. First identified by
scientists in 2001, the virus belongs to the
Pneumoviridae family, of which
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), measles
and mumps are also members. HMPVY can
cause both upper and lower respiratory
tract infections and is generally seen in
winter and early spring. Children, the
elderly and those with weakened immune
systemns are more susceptible to the
infection and to developing complications
from it. The symptoms of HMPV can
resemble those caused by a common
cold. They indwde a cough, runny or
blocked nose, sore, throat, fever and
wheezing. The estimated incubation
period is three to six days. In most
people, the illness goes sway on its own
within a few days, with rest and
supportive care at home. In a few people
however, complications such as

bronchitis or preumonia may arise,
requiring medical care.

How does HMPV spread?

HMPV spreads through contact with an
infected person or touching objects that
‘have the virus on them. This can be
through secretions from coughs and
sneeres; close contact with someone who
‘has the infection by shaking hands,
hugging; touching a doarknob or a phone
or a keyboard that may be contaminated
with the virus and then touching the

mouth, nose or eyes.

How is HMPV treated?

There is no vaccine and no specihic
antiviral to treat HMPV. Most people
require over-the-counter medications to
relieve fever and pain, possibly with 2
decongestant. Antibiotics will not work
for HMPV. However, the virus can be
prevented. As with most other respiratory

viruses, the best way to protect yourself
from illness is to wash your hands
frecuently with soap and water, avoid
close contact with infected persons, avoid
touching your face, nose, eyes and mouth
and wear a mask if you think you may be
infected, so that you can prevent
transmitting it to others. People with lung
conditions such as asthma or COPD
shoald be extra cautious and protect
themselves from infection.

‘What has the Indian govt. said?
In light of the reports from China, the
National Centre for Disease Control
{NCDC) under the Union Health Ministry
is closely monitoring respiratory and
seasonal influenea cases in the country,
and is in touch with international
agencies. “We will continue to monitor
the situation closely, validate information
and update accordingly,” sources said.
HMPYV cases have been confirmed in
two infants from Karnataka and one in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. In Chennai too, two
children tested postive for the virus. The
Union Health Minister LP. Nadda ina
video statement said, “Health experts
have clarified that the HMPV is not a new
virus, It was first identified in 2001 and it
‘has been circulating in the entire world
foor many years. HMPV spreads through
air, by way of respiration... The health
systems and surveillance networks of the
country are vigilant and there is no
TEAS0N T WorTy.”
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Human metapneurnavirus
(HMPV) ts a respiratary vinus
that causes mild infections
simmilar to that caused by &
camman cald.
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There is no vaceine and there s
no speciiic antiviral to treat
HMPY. Most penple require
aver-the-counter medications
o relieve fever and pain,
possibly with a decongestant.
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In light of the reports fram
China, the Natlonal Centre for
Disease Controd (NCDC) under
the Union Health Minisry is
clogely monitaring respiratory
and seasonal influenza cases in
the country.
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The end of global climate policy

hee elimime conference
I Bk bn 2024 turned
the climate treaty on its
head by scrapping the

defining feature of the
post-eolonial world divided
between ‘donors’ and ‘reelplents’
ancl suggesting the need for an
alternate ghobal sustainabilicy
forum, The shift requines that
developing countries take charge
of thelr own destiny.

The purpose of the climate
treaty in 1992 was to collectively
deal with 4 common concern. In
an unedgual world, this was
defined by the G7 reducing future
emibssions of carbion dioxlde
desplte the treaty acknowledging
curmlative emissions alone
matter, Developing countries
agreed 1o ke on a problem they
did not create in exchange for
technology transfer and funds, not
reallsing that the imbalance in
research capacity had set the stage
for shifting the burden,

The backbone of the current
arrangement is the disconnect
between academic treatment and
rubes and practice, providing
continuing advantage to the G7,
The way global concerns have
been selected, agenda defined,
and rules implemented - all the
tHme dealing with the symptoms
rather than the causes of problems

provides continuing advantages
to the G7. The pressure to provide
Incentives for privite finanee and
dlenling with trade restrictions at
the same thme was never part of
the ‘grand bargain', The G7 have
new absolved themselves of any
T“ﬂ' msibility for climate change
with, in Inmdin's words, the “optical
sl of providing financial
support by 2035,

Two world views

The former colonial powers
morphed into the G7 in 1973,
Climate change with iis reduction
in emissions of carbon diosxide is
anly for the GF who have overused
theedr fair share of the common
atmospheric resource, For the
others, the greatest challenge Is
sustainable development, that s,
modifying pathways, lifestyles and

Mukul Sunwal

Farmer UN diplomat

Tringing Justice
CENENe SEgEe
recuires an
alternane
sustalmabiliy
forum

energy transition. The way the
agenda was set masks the Injustice
within the climate crisis and the
extent it is underestimated,

The impact of the Global South,
representing four filths of the
global populiton and hall the
GDP, no longer following the lead
of the GT has been felt most
significantly in climate change
with growing calls for climate
Justhee. The Natborully Determined
Contributions of 72 countries
explicitly inchsde the concept of a
"just transition", reflecting
recognition of the social
dimensions of climate action.

Climate justice is not about
perceptions of filrmess of specific
palicies, It questions the framing
of existing distinctions between
global and local levels and
between mitigation and
sclaptation. 1t Is not just the
isproportionate contnuing levels
of emissions but also solutions
such as carbon pricing and trixde
restrictions that widen the income
wap and increase inequality.

“urrent global rules do not reflect
the interests of the Global South.

These views reflect conflicting
visions of how society Is organised
and what constitutes progress.
Distinguishing between total
emisslons of countries and trends,
drivers, and patterns of namral
resource use as causes of clmate
change masks the Impact of the
most stable global trend of
urbinisation covering

led 1o elimute ehunge. The real
price of the most trached
commodity, ofl, was not allowed
1o inerease over a century, beading
o fts wastedul use, In 2060, the G7
will meeount for 25% of global
emissions with 4 10% share of the
whobal population, while Asla is
expected to account for 55% of the
world's emissions equal o s
share of the global population.

The time is ripe for new
feundational principles of
sustainabdlity with justice at its
centre, India would have to match
ithe strategic thinking of the U.5. in
setting up interlinked voluntary
arrangements of the ‘rules bused
areer’, with the rules determined
Iy the G7, for a new order for
‘shared prosperity” seeking
comparable levels of well-being
within ecological limits,

Global governance
‘With global cooperation itself in
wlanger, three initiatives are
suggested. First, BRICS and
neries should ke the
for an alternate
sustainabdlity forum to support
wach other in the urban energy
transition, This would not be an
anthGT forwm, but focused on
unlts loeated in member countries
in different continents researching
sustainability science,
wurbanisation, monitaring G7
chimate policy and supporting
exchange of experiences.

Second, the UN Climate

three-cuarters of global
and natural resource use. A
midele class and more equal
workd is adopting opinions,
pathways, and actions distinet
from those who developed earlier.
The foundational fact is that
patterns of urban natural resource
use of the G7 are not being
followed by the Global South. The
G7 with one-filth the population
was consuming three-quarters of
global resources in 1950, with the
LS, alone consuming 40%. By the
19708, three-quarters of the
population of the GT had shifted 1o
cltdes wnd thelr lfestyles based on
commuodity prices kept low by the
former colonial powers directly

' shoald be limited 1o
reviewing emisshons reductions in
the G7 and grants in the §300
hillion to the most volnerable -
Sorval] Isbanch States and Least
Developed Countries.

Third, international fora shoukd
lbe seen as what they are: annual
stocktuking that helps the world
assess ity position and decide
course-correcthon accordingly.
The World Trade Organization
with it dysfunctional dispute
settlement coukd also be allowed
to wither away.

The BRICS playing a bridging
role i the new muktiliteralism will
entitle them to thelr rightiul place
in the UN Security Council,

B Kolappin
kalaprpan. siptbsehingducoin

Iere are tensions with-
T in the ruling allance in

Tamil Nacu after out-
poing CPI(M) State secretary,
K. Balakrishnan, lwnched a
scathing attack against the
DME  government,  which
leads the alliance, last week,

Mr. Balakrishnan accused
Chief Minister MK, Stalin of
having Imposed an “unde-
clared emergency” in Tamil
Nadu, pointing out that per-
mission is denied even for
protests demanding pattas. He
also sabd thie CPIM) could not
pet permission for a proces.
shon in conmection with the
24th party State conference,

dressing the conference,
he suid: "We thought we
wonhd be allowed o earry out
a rec-flag march, We got no as-
surance until the last moment
and then we were told that
permission  would  not  be
pranted, Should net peaple or-
pgandse a procession In Tamil
Madu? Should not an affected
citizen fight for his rights?
Why does the government
fear demonstrations?”

Thiere could be reasons for
his anger. But what upset the
DME was Mr, Balakrishnan's
rejection of the Dravidian mo-
del, touted as a socially and
economically equitable model
of governance by the DME. "A
Lelt model would be better
than a Hindutva or Dravidian
madel. The best alternative
for the people of Tamil Nadu is
the Left,” hie declared,

Over the st few weeks, the
Opposition has been criticis:
Ing the DME government for
the “poor” law-and-order sit-
uation in the State after a fe-
muile student was sexually as-
siulted in the campus of Anna
University, So far, the police

hawe dended permission to or-
gandse protests "seeking jus-
tice” for her. Mr. Balakrish-
nan's speech, which went virl
on soclil media, offered fod-
der for the Oppositon,
ALADME's Information T

o
gations by the DMK's alliance
partner indieated  that the
DME regime was oppressive,
Mr. Balukrishnan also said
that his party's presence in
the anti-BIT alliance in the
State would not sutomatically | no
make it part of the DMK front.
The only solace for the
DME came from former CPL
(M) general secretary Prakash
Karat, who sadd that his party
would stand fiemly with it in
the hght against communal-
ksm, impositon of Hindi, and
other issues, While Mr. Balak-
rishnan also made a similar
commitment, be said that the
CPHM) wonald contimue te fight
for the rights of the working
class, farmers, teachers, and
government employees if the | rie
DMK government  deprived
these sections of their rights
andd Eafled to fulfil its promises,
The DMK, which would
normally react to such allega-
tions, refused 1o be provoked,
The Hindu Religious and Char-
itable Endowments Minister,
P.K. Sekarbabu, was the only
one tooreact, "1 don't know
why Mr, Balukrishnan has
made these allegations,” he
sarled, W are inoa demoer
An undeclared  emergency
was in place  during  the
AIADME  government's e

Tamil Nadu

Rumblings in the ruling alliance

A CPM) leaders outburst reveals tensions in the ruling front

into consideration their

ranchs and fulfil them,"
However, Murasall, the

clal organ of the DME,

maony)'. Published on

he | radse questions?™

treated him with respect,

objections

In Musrasolf rend.

sacl that Mr. KB,
sl politiclan
dhersta

selves from expressing

cesses of the government

WY,

nure, The police hive not re-
manded anyone who his or-
ganised protests, We will take

de-

offi-
-

blished a critical column titled
‘It thozhamaikku dakkanam
alla (This is not good for har

the

front page, the column read,
“Mr. Balakrishnan is address.
Ing thousands of people. Does
he not know what an emer-
peney 57 When he has access
to the Chiel Minister, why
he | should he go to the streets and

It speculated that Mr. Balak:
rishman, or KB as he is known,
miay be under pressure o pro-
voke Mr. Stlin even though
the Chief Minister has abwiys

The DMK argues that it has
to alliance
partners organising protests,
“But it is againse the ethics of
the alllance to complain about
dendal of permission after or-
Eardsing protests,” the article

"The writer of the artice al-
a0 demanded to know why
Mr, Balukrishnan has jodned
thee people whio are seeking o
ereate the impression that wo-
men are not sife in Tamil Na-
du, The column added, *

it s

that such remarks
would damage the friendship
among the alliance pariners.”

Mr, Balakrishnan's remarks
show that alllance partners,
who have restrained them:

any

displeasure regarding the ex-

and

the police, realise that they
cannot afford to remain silent
any longer. He seems to be
sending out the message that
thie CPHM] I8 no appendige of
the DMK even though the two
will continue to Aight the BIP,

Changing winds: Is BJP distancing itself from the Dalits?

Dataa showw that the BIPS Dalit vorer base is dedinin

DATA POINT |

Devesh Kumar
Sanjay Kumar

n December 17, Home Mi-
0 nister Amit Shah made
some  contentious com-
ments on R, Ambedkar, which
not only sparkeed debates in Parlia-
ment but also led to scuffles, There
have also been protests against his
remurks in parts of the country.
While many spokespersons of the
Bharathya Janata Party (B have
madneakned that his words were ta-
ken out of context, the Opposition
has been keeping the ssue alive,
Impartantly, this incident coin
chdes with a shifting electoral dy-
namle which suggests that the
HIPs Dalle voter base s eroding,
especially during natbonal elec:
tioms. It remaing to be seen wheth:
er this act was a deliberate attempt
by the BJP to subtly distanee lsell
from the social group or an unpre-
se, In this context, et
us examine the voting behaviour
of Dalits in the last two decades,

Co s and Dalit s

For the most part of the 2000s, the
Congress and several regional par
tes such as the Bahujan Samaj Par
ty and the Rashtriva Janata Dal se-
cured most of the Dalit votes by
champloning social justice, fram-
ing policies to tackle systemic dis-
crimination and exclusion, and
contributing 1o the larger Dalit
cause, Comversely, the BIP was re-
latbvely popular among the upper
castes and other well-off soclal
groups swch as some Other Back:
ward Classes. Such group-based
suppaort is also contingent on the
nature of party competiton at the
State level,

The National Election Study da-
i by Lokniti-Centre for the Study
of Developing Socleties (CSDS) re
veals a pattern, While support for
the Congress dropped significantly
from the party's Ilr:yculru in the
200005, the Congress still retained
higher party loyalty among Dalits

(47}

especially during natonal elections

compared to the BIP in the era of
WP domination in the 20008 and
2020s. Table 1 also shows that the
Grand Old Party enjoyed mone
lowalty among Dalits than possibly
other groups, In terms of voler
support, the B support among
Dialits increased from what it was
i 2004 amcd 2000, when it was
merely 13% and 11% respectively.

Rise and fall

In 2004, the BIP was vored with a
majority in the Lok Sabha, Twice
s many Dalits voted for the BIP a
compared to 2000 (225 in 2014
compared to 1% in 2008), One can
argue that this was due w an in
cremsed vote share, but voters at
lurge were swiyed by the leader:
ship of Narendra Modi. As people
were perturbed by rmpant cor
ruption, and dissatisfied with the
previous government, price rise
and underdevelopment, the B
appearsd o be o more promising
alternative,

In 2019, the party’s vote shane
amang Dalits spiked o 32% (Table
2). 'We believe that this was be-
cause the BIP promoted Dalit lea:
dership, tilored welfare schemes

w a’m:iﬁc proups, promised a bet-
ter future, and formulated a strate-

gy of soclal engineering which
aimed o capitalise on nuanced
subcaste divisions,

Following the peak in 2009,
though, there was a subsequent
fall in support in the 2024 Lok Sal-
i elections, Mot enly did the BIP
lose a significant number of seats,
but it also received a lower vote
share among Dallts by three polnts
{although the BIIMs overall vote
share in 2024 was similar to 2009),

The Congress, meanwhile, ex-
perienced a decline in Dalit sup-
port in 2004, But since then, s
support among Daliis has re-
mained steady (Table 2).

While the decline for the BIP
mary appear nominal, the fall was
uneven bath in Staes where the
Natlonal - Democratie  Alllanee
pankned votes and In States where it
lost votes, Among the top three
States where the BJP (along with

an NDA alliance) performed poor
Iy, the INDIA bloe effectively man-
aged o win the votes away from
the NDA, a trend that was particu-
larly visible In Maharashtea (Table
3). The difference between Dalit
voutes for both alliances was 12 and
10 points in Uttar Pradesh and in
Rajusthan, respectively,

There was also a loss of Dalit
votes (n States where the BIP out-
performed its 2009 vote shares,
For example, the NDA gained 15.74
paints in Telungana, but here oo
the INDIA Bloe garnered mere Da-
lit votes (46% compared o NDA'S
23%) (Table 3), In Odisha, howey-
er, Dalit votes were significantly
higher for thie NDA, That said, the
eontest in Ocdisha was between the
NDA and the Biju Janata Dal and
the INDIA bloc was not significant.

Lessons to be learned

The overall picture suggests that
the BJ1Ms peaking in vote shares in
2019 followed by a decline was
more pronounced when it came to
Dialit suppart, with the INDEA bloe
gaining from this patiern.

.\Ithi:fh public memaory s
short, and the Opposition's exhor.
watlons may lose steam, Dalits
might not be as forgiving about the
TIPS foibies when it comes to their
fcons or issues, While the BJP wak
steps to mitigate the Gllout by call:
g a press conference and blam:
ing the Congress for “distorting
facts”, and  undertaking  other
measures as part its damage con-
trol exercise, the lack of strong
statements by senjor leaders furth
er ralses susplelon that the party is
subtly distaneing ftself from an im-
portant social group,

In contrast, the Congress has
tried o present a strong ideologl
enl position on this ssue. The Op-
position will now try to keep the s
sue alive and  mobilise
groups, For the BIF, the lesson s to
be careful and not find itsell in
such a controversy again,
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FIFTY YEARS AGO  JANUARY 7, 1975

Move to get aid from World

Bank for oil exploration

New Delhl, Jan, 6: There are definite indications
that during his forthooming visit to Washington
to anvenned the anmual meeting of the Workd Bank
and the International Monetary Fund, Mr. C.
Subsramunbim, Union Finance Minlster, will
actively pursue the possibilities of securing

Waorld Bunk assistance in a blg way for oll

exploration, particularly in the offshore areas,
Mr., C, Subramaniam has been in touch with

thee Chadrman of the Ol and Natural Gas

Cosmmission, Mr. N.B. Prasad, in this regard, The
ONGE Is also understood to have apprised the

Finance Ministry of the extent of its

requirements for exchange resources (o give 3

major push o ks exploration programme,

An indication of the highest priority glven by

thee Finanece Minkster for muking adequate

allocations to the ONGE can be had from the fct
that i few days before, Frantic efforts were made
by the Finance Mindstry to reach Mr, Prasad who
happened to be aboard the mobile drilling ship

“Sagar Sumeat” in Bombay High for urgent

consultations with Mr, Subramaniam.

Mr. Subramaniam who has been fully briefed
by his Minisery will tell the Workd Bank that
Inlia is highly eredit worthy and is in a position
to absorb the loans it can provide at is corment

lemiding rate of 8.5 per cent,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD JANUMARY ¥, 1925

Repairs to St. Pauls
Cathedral

Leafiedd (Oucford), Mid, Jan. 6: 5t, Paul's

Cathedral has been officially declared by the

Corporatlon of the Cliy

f London to be a

“dangerous structure”, The matter of safety of

the Cathedral's dome has been under

comsl by the €

bmcral o thorit

for

some time, Last month, a commission of five
architectural exports made w them an interim

report recommending that the elght plers

supparting the dome should be consolidated at

a cost of between 1,20,000 and 1,40,000

sterling. It was admitbed by the commission that

this would probably be only a temporary

remedy and It was suggested that the work of
re-bublding the dome should be left o a lier
generation in view of the enormous cost which it

would entall,
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N, Governor

the Tamil Nach Legiskative Assembly by the
Governor in the beginning of a new year's
session is twming into an unsavoury event year
after year, For the third consecutive year, Gover-
nor BN, Ravi's penchant for raking up a contro-
versy has come to the fore, He left the Assembly
without reading out the address, claiming that
the mational anthem and the Constitution of India
had been insulted because the anthem was not
phayed prior to the delivery of his speech, The
State government maintakns that the practice in
the Assemibly was to play the State's invocation o
Tamil before the address and the national an-
them at the end of the Governor's speech amd
that this had been conveyed to the Governor's of
fice, As inthe previous vears, Mr, Ravi has to bear
much of the blame for the Hagrant politicisation
of the event. If he had such prior knowledge
about the practice followed in the Assembly, his
Fricvance comes ACross as a ruse Lo create i con-
troversy and avoid performing his constitutional
duty of propounding the government’s policy
statement on the floor of the House, In 2023, Mr,
Ravi had skipped portions of the address pre-
paared by the State government, including a refe-
rence to the "Dravidian model of governance' and
some prajse for the kaw and order siation i the
State, Last year, he expressed his inability to read
out the address, citing what be termed “miskead-
g cladms and facts™ in it
It I8 noteworthy that there was a recent round
of gubernatorial changes and new appointments,
Notably, Governor Arif Mohammed Khan, who
s been a thorn in the flesh of the Kerala govern
ment, was shifted 1o Bihar, while Mandpur and
Mizoram got new incumbents in Raj Bhavan, Hoe
wever, Mr, Ravi, whose continuance in Tamil Na-
du has been rendered untenable long ago. res
mains untouched. He completed a combined
period of five years a5 Governor in two States,
having been appointed to the office in Nagaland
in 2008, He was shifted to Tamil Nadu in 2021, but
s often Found himself in the thicket of politieal
controversy, making overty political co

l s regrettable that the customary address o

The Collegium and changes — it may still be early days

the functioning of the Supreme Court

of India's Collegium. As is often the
cage with the body's processes, reports in the
media attribute the news of these decisions o
unnamed sources. The collegium, the accounts
sy, will now conduct interviews of candidues
who have been recommended for elevation as
Judges to the High Courts, The panel will also, 1o
the extent possible, exclude from selection those
whose close relatives have served or continue to
serve as judges of the High Courts or the Supreme
Court.

By themselves, neither of these resolutions
might seem especially remarkable, One would
think that appointments to important positions in
the State ~ in this case, 1o the higher judiclary -
wonld recuire careful consideration, including a
meeting by the decision-makers with the
nominated candidates,

One would also think that some amount of
pruning of nominees s inevitable in any process
of selection, Here, the collegium s conschous that
i few deserving candidates might miss out ina
move to exclude those with kin on the Bench, but
it believes, on a balance, that this will help create
o mare diverse judiclary.

wo interesting nuggets of information
T havve esnanated In recent diys about

There is still a concern
It i too early to judge the merits of these cholces,
I time, they may well come to be seen as
harbingers of change and reform, but, for now, a
familiar concern looms large, threatening w
millitate against that prospect. Any reform of the
collegium system - much needed as it s - will
only go so far, Iﬁru. government ks permitted to

« on arbitrary, whimsical a
often nndlm:lt wed grounds,

A s foundation, the collegium is a product of
Judge-made law, Thus, it seems o forever stand at
a crossroad, It has no formal rules o bind it s
answerable to nobocy; and its functioning -
whether it is in the publication of its decisions or
In the opacity and the mystique of its methods -
Is suffused in o certain ad hoclsm,

Replacing this with a clear set of binding rules
Is essential to the maintenance of the system's
Integrity. For example, we are told that there
exists i "memorandum of procedure”, But does .
breach ::Ethm manual carry with it any

q WAl the interviewing of

on the one hand and holding up legislation on

be written into those set of rules? Who

the other by deluying assent to Bills, Golng by re-
cent Supreme Court judgments and observie
tions, there ought to be no leeway for Governors
o use thekr position to undermine regimes bed by
the political adversaries of those in power at the
Centre. Given the seale of Mr. Rivi's persistent
differences with the elected regime, it is indeed
strange amd questionable that the Union govern:
ment should retain him in this office, unless its
objective is to test the limits of the Site govern
ment's tlerance,

at the Sydney Cricket Ground on Sunday.
The Border-Gavaskar Trophy, the second-
blggest sillverware in terms of suture after the

' deende-long dnmln.lru.c wond 1o a close

Ashes in ericket, and the biggest on the basis of

viewership, has been India’s preserve since 2015,
Autralin last won the tele i the 200415 home se-
rles and after that India claimed the trophy en
four oeenslons, This winning streak ended onee
the fifth Test eoncluded at Sydney with Pat Cum-
mins and his men winning by six wiekets and
seleing the serles ot 31, The mangin could hint at
a vast gap in ability between the two squads, But
it was anything but that and India had its me-
menits and could have finished on the vietor's po-
i, This was a series where the batters played
second hddle w excellent speedsters, 1t is no sur-
prise that when Jasprit Bumeah, the most domi-
nant among them, got injured and could not
bowl during the Australian second innings chase
i the List Test, thie host prospered. Bumrah be
gan the serles as captain, a position he returned
o onee the regular skipper, the out-of-form Rohit
Sharma, opted out at the climux. And Bumeih,
with 32 wickets, led the charts, Again with a resi-
lbent bat, he even helped India waold the follow-
on at Brishane's Gabha,

A transition 15 upon the Indian Test unit, espe-
chally after fuillng to qualify for the 10C Wor ld Test
Champlonship final, Having eased out Chetesh-
war Pufara and Ajinkya Rahane and now dealing
with R, Ashwin's retirement mid-serles, the selec-
tors and coach Gautam Gambhir need o look at
the future of Virat Kohli, Rohit and Ravindra Jade-
Ja. These players were India's core In Tests, buta
change is Inevitable. Tours Down Under often
force a flux, Dilip Vengsarkar retived after the
198192 tour, Rabul Dravid and VLS, Laxman fol-
lowed sult after thelr 200012 visit. In the current
sojourn, desplte scoring a ton in the irst Test at
Perth, Kohll's overall yleld of 190 at 23.75 was
poor. Rohit's numbers are even worse as he
seored 3, 6, 10, 3 and & Yashasvl Jalswal's runs,
K.L. Rabul's initial conslstency, newcomer Nitish
Kumar Reddy's hundred at Melbourne, and the
odd lower-order resistance, batled out Indla but
that was not enough. India lost due to batting in-
eptitude, a frailty that affected Australia oo be
fore Its middleorder found a second-wind
through Steve Smith, Travis Head and Marnus L
buschagne, Mohammed Sieaj tolled hard bue
beyond him, Bumeah did not have much support
from the bowling ranks. This was a series on
which Cummins, through 25 wickets and 159
runs, imposed his will, India will need w find
younger heroes, especially batters who are adept
at pliying both spin and pace, at home and
abwroud, in Tests and limited overs,

c:

Is to sty how the collegium under future Chief
Justices of India (G will function?

In recent weeks, as we hive marked the 75th
anniversary of the Constitution's adoption, we
hawe seen many a paean sung to the document’s
teset andd visbon, Its survival has enlivened our
commitment to equality and social justice. But
that we have been unable to determine quite how

Subwith
Earthusarathy

&N athvacate
practising in the
Maidras High Court

Any meaningful
reform of the
colleghum
system Is
possible only
when the
Hovernment
slops
stonewalllng

olten
unadisclosed
grounds

best to appoint our judges is an enduring
blernish,

The Constitution’s framers debated the
question over many days, They were mindful of
the foundational kleas underlying the republic:
that the legislature, the executive and the
Judiclary must remadn separate, But striking a
bakance and ensuring that the soverelgn function
of making judicial appointments would not come
In the way of ensuring the autonomy of the courts
wins abways going 1o be a sticky Issue,

The ‘michdle course’ it was
All manners of suggestions were made in the
Constituent Assermbly, But the drafters, in the
Assembly's chatrperson Dr, B.R. Ambedkar's
words, chose to go dewn a “middle course”, To
that end, the Constitution provides that ju ]
the Supreme Court are o be appointed by the
President of India in consultation with the Gl and
sueh other fudges that he or she deems it Judges
tor the High Courts are to be appointed by the
President in consultation with the CJ1, the
Governor of the State and the Chief Justice of that
court, In the case of transfers, the President may
move a judge from one High Court to another,
bt ::nly after consulting the CJI,
are by tf
in raillnu 1o define whit manner of

Jves clear, But

Law wns lnddd dovm by the Court sans any
attendant and binding rules, the government has
a varlety of means available 1o it to block
et it deems It cam
either keep the proposal pending at its end or, on
a re-recommendation, stop short of kssuing a
presidential warrant authorising the appointment
o transfer,
This has led to a curlous parsdox: in theory,

the collegium retains primacy over judicial

Pr 1ents. But the g B capacity 1o
forestall any recommendation made means that
the question of primacy remains moot, despite
the Court having previously spelled out - in the
Fourth Judges Case (2005) - that it Is the judiciary
alone that must retadn pre-eminence and that any
tinkering with that pesition would impinge on the
Constitution’s basic structure,

The Judges® cases and rube of law
Whatever our positkon on the collegium's
constitutional subtabilicy miy be, today, the
sysbem represents the rube of liw. The
povernment is legally obliged wo follow the
procedure lild down in the Judges' cases, It
enjovs no discretion in the matter. When it sits
over recommendations endlessly, and when it
miala propesals by simply falling to act, ivis
tivel g the legal process.

ought to be made, in failing to explicate how
transparent this process needs to be, the
provisions opened themselves up for judiclal
consideration,

In 1993, in what is popularly known as the
Second Judges Case, the Court held tht
“consultation” must mean “concurrence”, And
coneurrence not only from the Cf1L, but from a

"collegium™ of judges. In the process, the Court
fashioned a whole new procedure that it believed
would maintain both a hidelity to the bare text of
the Constitution's words and the chief objective
of ensuring an independent and autonomous
Judiclary

The process has o number of nuts and bolts to
It, But, in short, it postulites the following: the
recommendation o appoint a new judge toa
High Court or to the Supreme Court, to transfer a
Judge from one High Court to another, and w
elect a new Chief Justice to a High Court, would
come from the collegium - a body comprising
the CJ1 and his senjor colleagues, in some cases,
two members, and in others four, The collegium
will make this recommendation after taking the
views of “consultee” judges. Once this
recommendation is made, the Union government
can either choose to accept the proposal or
return the proposal for reconsideration, Upon
reconskderation, if the Eﬂ wposal is submiteed
anew, the government hias no choiee but to
sanetion the resolution,

While this seems simple enough, seeing as the

‘There s no doubt that untl such time we
manage to find a process that can marry the
m.]ldn:nu.ntu of aceountability with

ik embracing reforms
withln the extant process remadns critical. The
Law as it stands must be followed. The collegium's
newest proposils address some of the
long-standing concerns over its processes, But at
some stage, we must also take seriously the
guestion of implementation,

Uintil now, while the Court has, on occasion,
asked guestions of the government when it has
Eathed to follow through on a resolution, it has
stopped short of issuing express directions for
compliance. Perhups the Court has Fele that
orders of this kind might be seen as unnecessarily
confrontational, Ultimately, in matters such as
these, one would want different wings of the state
working together colliboratively to ensure that
the procedure stnds fulfilled.

But for the collegium system to retain salience,
and for it to achieve its purported objective - the
maintenance of our judiclary's independence -
the rulings in the Jucges' cases must be accorded
due respect. The Court’s ability to function as a
countermujoritarian institution depends as much
o its ability to declare the lw as it does on its
ability to ensure that the liw is followed, For, as
Chief Justice Coke pat it, way back in 1611,
summing up the essence of the rule of biw, "The
king hath no prevogative but what the liw of the
Lanch allows him.”

Enhancing governance the digital way

ambitious journey toward digital governance

= a transformation designed not only o
Improve citizen services but also to bolster the
capabilities of government employees, This effort
underscores a critical truth: the efficiency of
public service delivery is inextricably linked w
the skills and competencies of the workforee
behing it. Yet, despite the serides made, the
guestion remains - what more needs to be done
oy Fully realise the potential of this digital shifi?

Atits core, governance is a complex web of

decision-making processes that involves
stakeholders, from government bodies and
non-governmentil organisitions o local
community leaders and influential citbzens,
Chanakya's governance principles have lefta
Lasting impact, particularly in South Asia, shaping
modern governance theories, public
wdministration, and steategic diplomacy, with the
Arthashastra's insights into statecraft, eeonomic
poliey, and ethical lesdership comtinuing o serve
s i frnmewerk for politieal steategy and
povernance ethics. In this context, bullding the
capacity of participants 1o integrate digital wools
his become essential to relmugining governance
at every level.

l nrecent years, India has embarked on an

Capacity bullding in digital govern
Dightal governance reg HIIIIT in
henwr IM1d

ucrvlu.- providers or inﬂ.‘!‘il!odi.ll'll.% sueh ns
eontractors should engage with thelr work. The
wleption of technology In governanee Bellities
mare effective commumication, informed
decision-making, and sreamlined workflows. As
public expectations evolve, so too must the
skill-set of those in governance roles. The

asing need for government employees to

peoimse adepl at nwvigating dighal platferms is
paramount in o world that s inereasingly
technology-deiven.

Initlatives such as the IGOT Karmayop!

rrrree

@ 2045 batch chil
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As paiblie
expectations
evolve, 50 oo
must the
skillset of those
In governance
roles

platform have taken centrestage. Launched in
2020, this online training portal alms to equip
wovernment officials with essential skills in data
analbytics, public administration, and dumnl

attendance trackers, True success shoubd not be
measured by participation numbers alone but by
the platform's ability to deliver real value o
employees, It ks worth 1.1:nald|.-1'1nu whether these
inings lead to i = such as

technologies, The flexibility of |

learning paths fosters impr -
a vital trait where adaptability defines success.

.zn.lally tramsformative s the e-Office initiative,
which digitises g wirkflows,
reducing reliance on paperwork and enhancing
upcrulkm:ll efficlency. By satomating file

and gr redress,
thL- nitiative promotes reak time communication
and transparency. Another initiative i the
transition of procurement processes to the online
sphere, with platforms like the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) playing a crucial role,

o apply mmr skills through relevant
h:h postings - rather than just enhancing
performance reviews,

Mdllicm.lllr the digital divide is a pressing
Issue, especially in rural areas where access
highespeed Internet and digital tools can be
limited. Without addressing this disparity, we risk
leaving many employees, and by extension, many
citbzens behind in an increasingly digital world.

Cybersecurity also looms Lirge as a concern in
the digital governance landseape. As government
operations shift online, the risk of data breaches

The government’s commitment to
digieal lveracy is commendable, with various
progranumes almed w fmiliarising employees
with the essential tools of e-governance,
qd:eruuulrlly and digital communication,

a8 we cel these it
Is Imperative to recognise the challenges that lie
ahead in this digital gevernance journey.

Taking digital empowerment forward
Dhespite these initiatives, hurdles remain that
could undermine progress, The resistance o
change among some segments uﬂlw wwl:lum-
presents a tangible chall

and ¢y lates, Protecting sensitive
Infermation Is nonnegotiable, and teaining
employees in eybersecurity protocols is eritieal o
fortifying digital governunee systems.

Finally, the need for continwows learning
cannot be overstated, The mpid evolution of
dightal tools necessitates ongolng training and
upskilling opportunities wo ensure that employees
remaln eapuble and confident in thelr roles,
Ensuring that capacity-building programmes
remaln dynamic and sdaptable o new
developments ks eruelal,

strisctures can sometimes be aluw tor ackapt, with
varying levels of enthusiasm and readiness
among emplovees, While some quickly embrace
new technologies, others may benefit from exte
teaining and support o effectively navigate the
d.u.ﬂlul landsenpe. Ihd.-wmrnnunt st fesster an

that er don while
MMdlm: the necessary N.-m wirees for those whio
iy reslst or strugghe o adip

Thie lack of Incentives rulucu concerms thit
wevernment inftiatives sueh as the IGOT
Karmuyopl platform could become merely

A persp
Teschin's dightal governance inktiathes have lald a
strong foundation, but much remaing o fully
barness the potential of digital tans formation.
‘With robust infrastructure, targeted walning,
and a commitment to building a dymamic
workloree, India ean set a global benchmark for
cightal governance. The key Hes in cmrhmhat
Ty I of buck d, eank,
or Icu:lun Is oquh ol to excel in the alijgital e
Only then ean we schieve o governance model
thit I8 pecountibbe, wansparent, and inclusive for
all.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Decoding vs polarising

In Uttar Pradesh, there
seems to be much effort in
pursuing ‘excavations,
presumably In search of
temples. Such actions often
stir up communal tensions
and divert attention from
developmental issues that
need attention. On the
contrary, the Tamil Nadu
povernment has set an
Inspiring example (*Stalin
offers 51-mn prize for

decoding Indus Valley
seript,” January 6], which is
definitely a move aimed at
enriching our cultural and
historical understanding.
This sharp contrast in
governance approaches in
two States at either end of
the country, ralses an
Important question: should
our focus as a nation be on
fostering knowledge,
ducation and i

reepening historlcal wounds
that risk dividing eur
seclety? While one
approach seeks to unite and
enable progress through
intellectual pursuits, the
other appears te dwell in
the past, potentlally
polarising communities.

I urjge governmants across
India to prioritise initlatives
thal promote unity,

O, should it be on

ion and scientific
advancement over those

woven with divisive
agendas, Only by doing so,
can we pave the way for a
brighter, more harmonious
future for all in india,
Abedul Kalam Azsd,
Garakhpur, Uttar Pradesh

Chemical waste disposal
In 2015, some of the
chemical waste from the
site of the Bhopal gas
tragedy was incinerated in
Pithampur as a trial

measure in 2015 and 2
report showed that there
were no adverse results. If
that was the case, why has
the government waited for
close to 10 years to
Incinerate the rest?

D. Sethuraman,

Chennal

It has been reported by this
dally that a batch of the
waste will be burnt using
diesel. Will this net result in

maore pollution? Why is
plasma torch incineration
net being used? The
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre has highlighted the
use ef this technology for
unhversal waste processing
which has 'huge potential in
environment friendly
mitigation of municipal,
hazardous, nuclear, [and]
cwaste.

D, Sundl Jacols,

Bengalurg
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5 apprehension
grows in China,
and

i bl triwde war
tiggensd by the incoming
Trump administration, one
should also spare o Uhought
for developing  countries
Their tried-and-tested
miethod of expanding beyond
agrioulture Wachieve midele-
income status has been o
embrace low skilled, export.
oented manufacduring. How
wll these countries fure now?

“Thedr prospects may be bt
ter than expected, espedally
if they choose alternative
development pathe In the
past, poor countries devel
oped through manufiscturi ng
exports  because  foreign
demand allowed thelr pro-
ducers to achieve scale and
bsecouse abyysemad agricufural
productivity meant that low-
skilleel workers could be
attracted to factory jobs even
with low wages. This combi-
nllmms(nulrmlhw'hlmur

ter schooling and heolthoure
for thamselves and thelr chil-
dhren, Firms slsopaid more tax.
o, allowing the govemment o
invest in improved infrastrue
ture ancl servioes, Finms could
nowmake more sophdsticated,
highraahie-alded producdts
mnd o virtuous cyde ensued.
This explans how China
mwver] from assembling com-
ponents to producing workd-
leading electric vehicles (EVs)
in just Four decades.

Visit a cell-phone assembly
ant in adeveloping country
tocay, however, and it is casy
to see why this path has
become more dificult. Rows
of workers no longer solder
s onko  motherboards
because the mico-drouitry
has become too fine for
human hands. Instead, there
are rows of machines with
skilled workem tending to
them, while unskilled work-
en primanly move pars
between machines or keep
the fwctory dean. These
tasks, too, will soon be auto-
mated Fuctorbes with rows of
workaem #itching dresses of
shoes also are becoming rarer,

Automation in devdoping
countries has a varety of
implications. For  starters,
manufsctusing now employs
fewer  people,  espedally
unakilbed workers, per unit of
output, Inthe past, developing

oountries moved mlllv o

OPED
India must rethink exportdled manufacturing

skillex] Chinese workers are
competing with Ban glaceshd
counferparts in textiles, while
Chinese PhDs compete with
Germuan counterparts in EVe
Moreover, glven the decline
ing importance of labour in
manufacturing,  industri-
alised countries have come o
bedieve they can restore their
own mpeltiveness n the
sector They almady have the
skilled workers who cin bend
the machines, so they are
mdging protectionist barriem

o re-shore production, (©F

course, the primary politicl
mothve is 1o create more well-
paying jobs for left-behind
high school-edumted work-

costs made these more soph o8, but makes

output globally competitive, wudng leaving l-u-uu]lrd this unlikely).

despite their workers' lower  manufdunnglopoore ooun- — Taken together, Uhise trends

relative productivity. tries that were justemborking  —automation, continued com-
As fimns  profited  from  onthe exportded-manufictur — petition from established play-

exports, theyinvestod inbetter  ing path. But now, a country  ars like China and menewed

equipment to make workers  like Ching has enough suplus profectionism — have abremdy

more productive. As wages
rose, workeers could afford bet-

»

RAKESH KOCHHAR
FORMER PROFESSOR OF
GASTROENTEROLOGY, PGI

LIMATE change
has is the sngle
largest  global
health challenge
in the 21st centu-
ry. The Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) defines climate
change as “a change of cli
mate which is attributed
directly or indirectly 1o
human activity that altersthe
composition of the global
atmosphere beyond the natu-
ral variations” A multk-coun-
try study has suggested that
elimate change i s responsible
for four lakh additional
deaths each year and will
contribute to seven lakh
annual deaths by 2030,

As per the UN, the world
has endured o “decade of
deadly heat”, with 2024 cap-
plrg 10 years of unprecedent-
ed temperatures, 10 is almost
certain that it will exceed the
Paris Agreementt threshold of
15 degrees above the prein-
dhu strial bevels of tempenture
for the first time. The World
Metecrologica] Orgganisation

worbers toundertikoe all man-
ner of manufschinng Low-

The hidden health fallouts of a warming world

has wamec that the new year
i Dikely to be worse, with the
wreenhouse gas levels grow-
ing to recond highs,

India also recorded s
wanmest year in 2024, It wit-
nessed extreme weather on
255 of the 274 days of the
year's firt nine months,
according to the Centre for
Science and Enmd ronment,

The detrimental climatic
factors for human health
inchuche an increase in the fre-
aiency and intensity of heat.
waves, precipitation, floods
and droughts. The foods in
Spain, hurricanes in the US,
dmught in the Amacon and
DNoods across Africa are just a
few examples. In West Asia,
1,300 Haj pilgrims died due to
extreme heat in 2024,

High temperuture ks known
o increase the ‘ground level
nate altering
than carbon
dboockde. They exacerbate car-
dio-respiratory and allergic
diseases and certain cancers,
Between 0002004 and 2017
2021, heatreluted  deaths
increased by 55 per cent in
Inclia, Due toheot exposure, it
Jost 167.2 billion potential
labour hours in 2021, with
income bases equivalent to
84 percent of the GDP

Anincrease in the transmis-
son and spread of infectious
ahsrases andd changes in the
dhstribution of water, food-
md  veclorborne  discases

have also been seen. A 2022

madhe it harder for poor coun-
tries in South Asia, Africa ancl

AUTOMATION IN: Fctoos with rows of workiers stitehing dres ses. ie bocom ing mims, meus s

Trade warmay even
have asilver lining if
itcompels
developing
countries tosearch
harder for
alternative paths,
paved with
high-skilled
services exports.

Latin Amercn o pursue
ot bedd manufacturing
growth. Thus, while a trade
wur woukl be damaging to
thelr commodity exports, it
el ot be s concorning o8
i the puast, It may even have
sibver linkng ifit compels devel-
oping countries to search hard:
erfor allernative paths

That path could be paved
with  highskilled  services
exports. In 20023, gobal trade in
services expanded by 5 per
cent inmeal (in fation-adjusted)
torms, while merchandise
tmde shrank by 1.2 per cent.
Improverments in technology
charing the Covid-19 pandemic
ernabial more emote work.
Also, chan ges in business prc
tiows and etiquette have min
imbsedd the nead for physioal
presence. As o result, multing
tionals can anddo serve dients
from  anywhere, In India,
' Minational frmms ae hiring
talented gradutes to stall
golml  capubility  centres,

study published inthe Natuw
Climate Change’ found that
nearly 60 per cent of the infiec
thous dliseasos are aggravated
by climarte hazrds,

A warmmer climate cuses
wanter-borme diseases, indud-
g cholern, and diarthoeal
diseases like gardinsis, sal-
mone losis Gincluding
typhold) and eryplosporikdio-
sis. Tt is estimated that one-
quarter of children's deaths
in South Asinare due W diar-
rhocal discases. As tempera-
tures increase, bacterial sur-
vival time and proliferation
Increase, Purther, contaming-
ton of water during foods
makes things worse, A el
tonship has been observed
between an increase in the
sea-surface temperature and
chalera epidemics.

Malaria, dengue, chilun-

MELTING ICE: Unkown microorganisms may et activated sfler being dormant for mamy years. st

How canidividuals
help?Eat less meat,
avoid air ravel,
recycle clothes,
reduce plastics, use
sustainable heating
and adopt
ccofriendly
lifestyle practices.

gunya and  leplospimosis
have become more comman
in India with a longer dura-
thon of infectivity in the last
two decades, Chikungunya
and dengue are influenced
by climate change as both
are trangm tted by the same
wector: Aeces aegypt i

In 202, Il

whene engineers, architects,

and education 0 augment

consiltnts and lnvyerseate  thelr peoples’ human capital
hes i, contrcts, content and Rwtunately, these invest
software that e emboddadin - ments can also create employ-
munufactured goods and serv-  ment. With the dght develop
foes sold globully, mentaproprale  polickes,

Every developing country  governments ean substantial
s o sl but highly skillisd v impeove keaming md health
elite who n profitably ocross the populstion. This
export skilled services, ghven may mean hinng more high-
the high wage lhm-trnlnh nhml«lmd.ul mothers in
visd-visdevelope h chdldren
Workers who know English mtb\mnmlmmﬂ'ym

for Prench or Span ish) may be
particulady wdvantaged.
Ewen if only a few have these
capalilities, such jobs add
much more domestic value
Uhan Domwe-sleilbeed

an early age; or trining more
‘barefoot’ medicn] practition:
ers to necognise bosic allments,
prescribe medicines or make
mlermls to rlluﬂ.ll'h(l physk

Ing nssembly, thus contribut-
Ing enormou sly to o country’s
foreignexchange carmings.

Moreover, each well-paid
service worker can creale
local employment through
his or her own consumption.
As more moderately skilled
service workers — taxi div-
ers, pumbers, waiters, ete
find  steady employment,
they will cater not just to elite
demand but also to each oth-
et Highskilld services
exports only need o be the
keading edge of broader ol
wrowth and urbanisation

Al job growth, howevers
mequires improvements in the
quality of a country's labour
pood. Some ‘last-mile’ tmin-
ing and upgrading cin be
dhome quick Ly; as long as eng-
neering gracuates hive basic
kenowledge of their feld, they
i be tradned in state-of the-
art design software that a
potential miubtinational
employer newds, But over the
mvexdinem tenm, most

clans wh

Developing lllmlllﬂ! el
not abundon manufictudng.
Tt they must explome other
paths to growth. Instead ofben-
elfiting one sector or another
theough industrial policy, they
should invest in the kinds of
sheills that are vital for all joba

Servioes ane especially worth
eoploring because developed
economics areundikely tomect
protectionist barers aguns
them As the workd's langest
servioe exportars in 2033, the
Eumopean Undon, the US and
the UK have much to lose from
o trade war in this domain
Insofr as globnl servioes com-
petition affecting their own
workforoe, i woul d be felt most
strongly by doctom, bwyers,
Tankers consultunts and oder
highincome  profesionals.
This implies a boon for con-
sumers of these services in
devdoped  countries  and
polentially even  reducng
domestie income inequality.
Those woukd be worthwhile

will need to invest substantiol
amounts in nutrition, health

Changes in tempemiture,
bty and radndall are alter-
ing the global malaria map. In
Africa, on either side of the
Eaquator, there has been an
increae by several miles of
areas that are suitable for
breeding  mosquitoes  cach
year due o deforestation and
changes in temperature and
minfall, I has populations
with bowdmmiin ity o malaria.

The waming atmosphere
Thas been melting glacens and
ice sheets, Experts fear that
mico-organisms of  yet
unknown significinoe may
et activated after staying dor-
it for thousands of years.

The: increase in zoonotic dis-
cies (disoases spread from
animals to humans) s also
theatening mankind. With
changes in the forest cover due
o human activity thene has
e i grution of certain bird
and mammal species which
are hosts o an ammy of pitho-

o8 of dengue were wported
worldwide — maore than ever
before. Alarmingly, in 2024,
this number exceeded 12 mil
Bon. Mosquitoes are exother
e or cold-blooded. So, when
the temperature nses, svery-
thing that thelr body dos
speeds up. They grow faster
and replicatethe denguie vins
in their guts more effoctively.
Between 1951- 100 and 2012-
2e1, the number of months
suitable for dengue trnsmis-
sion has dsen by 1.7 per cent.

ek
discases i humans.
include tick-bome encephali-
s, hasmorrhagic fever brucd-
Rossds awnd lepRospi mosis.
Athough lows and middle-
Inoomie countries ane respon-
mhde for only o small percent-
age of global greenhouse gs

Capyright: Praject
Syndicale, 3025

of the Parties of the UNFC-
CC), held in November 2024,
Inclia and other developing
countries  objected o the
$300billion per year funding
agreed upon to prevent di-
mate change. [t fellway short
of the demand of $13 trlllon
0 meet the Paris Agree
ment's goal of limiting the
dobal temperature rise.
While the India has formi-
lated  the National Pro-
gramme on Climate Change
and Human Health and the
National Action Plan on Cli-
mate Change, how an indi-
viduals help? One of the
most impactful ways to do 8o
I8 to eat bess meat. Meat anl
mals release methane and
nitrous oxdde, which have a
musch strongere fect onghol:
al warming than carbon dicx:
ide. Alr travel in reaponaible
for one-sbxth of all emissions
Blobally, Using other modes
of transport cun, thus, be
helpial, Clothes also account
for skzeabile emissions. Recy-
cling elothes and having
smaller wardrobe & o good
idea, Using heating devioes
not based on fossl] fuels is
casy. Redudng the use of
plasticn is anot her way Wocon-

tribiuite to sustainable iving

effects full dispropartionately
on them because of poor
health infrastructure, lick of
Tunchs and overpopu lation.
This is the reason that st
the COP20 (2th Conference

Itis o increase
awareness  about  dimate
change since everyone is
afTected by it and every small
measue counts. We owe it to
the coming generations to
save the planet
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The Kejri splurge
House renovation row dents ex-CM's image

R once, the BIP and the Congress are on the
same page. Thelr common rival in poll-bound
Delhi is former CM Arvind Kejriwal, who is
under fire for having renovated his official res-
idence at a st of ot least Rs 33 crore, Accord-
ing to an audit report of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India, the expenditure quadrupled —
the initial estimate was Rs 791 erore — by the time the
work was completed in 2022 Moreover, the renovation
was done in the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic, a tur-
bulent period during which many d { projects
were stalled and the state government was supposed to
e protecting Dethi residents from the deadly virus, Now
that's what youcall a classic case of misplaced priorities.
The damning report has dented Kejriwal's careful
ly constructed ‘oamaadmi’ image, giving the BJP and
the Congress ample fodder to target the ruling AAP
which is eyeing a hat-trick in the upcoming Assembly
dections. Splurging Rs 96 lakh on curtains and Rs 66.9
lakh on marble stone for walls, and that 100 ot & time
when people were falling ill or dying, is simply unac-
ceptable. Kejriwal, who has projected himself as a com-
moner (M from the outset, has a lot of explaining to do.
The extravagance was avoldable, to say the least,
The CAG report has also put the Public Works Depart-
ment on a stcky wicket, citing imegularities in the

Jelling of the ground-floor ac chath d the
mnmmmc(mwdnnmlamyanwmﬂ'mmh
h the licity ofoffidals As

of now, the case l’mhmuneahul button poll issue in the
Capital At stake is the credibility of AAP whase top lead-
ors have been acoused of corruption by Central agendes.
The party has its work cut out to regain the trust of vot-
ers, who gave it a landslide mandate in 2015 and 2020,

HMPV in India
Acall for vigilance, not panic

HE detection of three Human Metapoeu-

movirus (HMPV) cases — two in Bengaluru

and one in Gujarat — has rised awareness

about this respiratory virus, which was first

entified in 2001, Though not new, HMPV

poses significant health challenges, particularly for

infants, the elderly and those with compromised immu-

nity. All three Indian cases involve infants and no travel

history. This underscores the fact that the virus is

already in bocal circulation. Globally, HMPV is recog-

nised as a key couse of acute respiratory llnesses, espe-

cially during winter and early spring. Symptoms often

mimic the common cokd but can escalate to severe con-

ditions like . Despite its pe , HMPV

lacks vaceines or antiviral treatments, making support-
ve care and preventive measures essential

India has mmped up surveilllanos through the Indian

Council of Medical Research (ICMR)and Integrated Dis-

case Surveillanoe Progrmme (IDSP). Laboratories are

Convik-19 pand these il fi

ing trends and ensuring timely responses. Howeves, chal-
Jengges remain. Inexpe nsive, scoessible diagnostic tests e
stillunavadlable, imiting early detection in valnerable pop-
uhlh:!lllmml'lund-. " highlight th
mel' i v e, Strength

Mpwhc areness lhﬂul h.‘tlwrw can mrum
the s pread. Ad 7
wital in reducing respimtory infections,

India's cautious response to HMPV reflects a com-
mitment 1o p without spreadi
panic, Sull. broader mmmms am e uired. Thc'y
included
establishment ofa n‘mlunry Wnuwrk forrapid diag-
nosth Citizens can also play a role: by adher-
mutahymmupwm socking imely medical atten.
tion and staying informed. HMPV serves a8 s reminder
of the ongoing battle against rmpwatnry illnesses. It's
ot o pandemic, but vigil i public
cooperation are im perative to curb its impact.
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Perils of a Chinese mega dam

India must seek suspension of work until there is mutual understanding about the project

ASHOK K KANTHA
FORME R AMBASSADOR TO CHINA

INHUA reported on
December 25 that
the Chinese Governe
ment had approved
the largestever
hydropower project in the lower
reaches of the Yadung Tangpo
river in Tibet. This announce-
ment, reportedly made without
informing India, a lower riparian
state, is o reminder of the com-
plexity of rbuilding relations
with the northern nelghbour.
The proposed project, under
preparation for several years
and closely tracked by India, has
major negative implications for
India. As an upper riparian
stote, China has an unfortunate
recond of reluctance Lo mooper-
ate, show transpa rency and safe-

the Yarlung Tsangpo, where the
river takes o Uturn and enters
India just over 20 km down-
stream.  The adverse  conse-
quencoes of the project for us will
manifiest in many ways. It will dis-
upt water flows in the Siang, us
the river is called after entering
India and is the main channel of
the Brahmapulra rver mm
.Mxndnglouna\unm

guard interests of d

stotes, as it is obliged 1o do, We
have, therefore, another major
Irritant emerging in an already
difficult relationship.

Xinhua lmded the ventureas a
"green project” without offering
detalls. However, a mport in
Hong Kong-lased South China
Morning Poat (SCMP) said the

Lotal i 2 the ck ad

of the Brahmaputra is 2.60,000 sq
km in Tibet; 240,000 sq km in
Indhia and Bhwtan; and 47,000 5q
tom in Bangladesh. The bullk of
the waters of the river lowing in
India are generated within our
territory, bit this mega jrojed
wﬂlnmhﬂdrmm theriver

aly, liveli-

STRATEGY: Indin's existing user rights on ¢

e o b

Asanupper riparian

that we have been able to put in
pace  limited  collaborative
arangements  with  Bejjing
inclucling three memoranda of
understanding MoUs) on the
rovision of monsoon season
dhata by China for the Brahmapu -
tm,

on monsoon season data for

Indus Waters Treaty despite
troubled  bilateral  relations.
Unfortunately, the same cannot
be said of China.

January 3, “As alower riparianstale
with estalished user Aghts 1o the
waters of the river, we have consis-
tenfly exqressed, through egent
level as well as diplomatic chan-
nels, ourviews and concerns to the
Chinese sick over mega projectson
rivers im their territory, These have
been reternted alongwith the need
for transparency and consul ktion
with dowrstreum countries Ellow-
ing the latest requnt,”

India has hitherto opted for
quiet diplomacy. However, we
are in new temritory now, given
the unprecedented scale and
implications of the proposed
project that will invelve diver-
sion and huge storage, unlike
the existing run-ofthenver
projects in Tibet. The Indian
sicle must seek clarificotions on
technical parameters of the proj-

state, ( Jlll'lil I a the Sutle) (signed after the oot and environmental impact
record of reluctance I!nd\u seare) anclon “strength-  studies. China should be asked

on on L o i ol "equi-

locooperate, der tivrs, The first two Mols  table and reasonable uiisation’

are renewed every fi and  and the “obligation not to cause

have now lapsed. Noproject has — significant  harm”™ o downe

Even ifthere is no damage tothe  been possibleunder theumirel:  stream states. In foct, we should
dlam by an earthguake, I.nlp.~ I Mol The Chinese are nig-  formally ask for the suspension
scabe diversion and § wardly in e cooperation,  af any further work until there is

of waters will affect eongystems
This writer recalls emergency
by a group headed

hm:hd. sidentsd

exoeed | trillion yuan ($137 bl
lion) It is expected to generate
neuly 300 billion kilowatt-hours
(kWh) of electricity annually,
more than thrice the designed
capacity (88.2 bilbon kWhiof the
‘Three Gorges Dam in China,
presently the largest in the workd.

Accorling to the SCMP report,

China's development of smallar
hydropower projects in the upper
reachies of the Mkong tenlled Lan-
cangg i that country) and its cas-
mde operations are lading o
irveyular Muctustions, drving outol
certain ares, decling ich-

by the Cabinet Secretary whenan
artificial lake had formed in 204
on the Parechu dver, atributary of
the Sutle], in Tibet,

Given the relatively good rela-
tions with China at that time, we
could get advance notioe and

o and the loss of acoess 1o fertile
sediment deposits in the Lower

data, 1 by information

ol even agreeing to provide lean
soason data, let alone discussing

full consmultation and mutual
undemstanding an the projed.

brcader cooperation like sharing Quiet diplomacy has its limita-
of waters of trans-border dvers. thons, Our concems would haveto

A similar approach characteris-  be articulated forcefully thiough
s China's dealings on truns-bor-  official channels with China and
hnmwmlm‘t nnammun. in the public domain India's

endsting user ri onthe

-un:bni.mﬂb' uppt.rl!nrl of the Brahmaputra would have
an state 1o be a with the imple

Neither China nor India is a
-p\nnry to the United Nations
on the Law of the

ted by our
resources and other means. The

Nm-ﬂmmmw Uses of Inter-
national Watercourses (19971
However, two key pmuplu

the Ci
v b " " of

mmna‘mdmmuul

an environmental noms and
interests of the looal population.
Whilke the govemiment would not
o 50, th is nothing to prevent

shared walers and the “obliga-
tion not to couse significant
harm” to ch sates —

our tal organisa-
tions from expressing their con-
oemns ot relevant intamational
datforms on large dams. Indeed,

this would be the world's largest  Makong Basin, affecting mrlm lake did not burst before freez.
infrustructure project and involve  residents in Myanmar, Thailand, — ing over, and drained patly the
drilling four to six 204m tunnels  Loos, Cambodisand Vidnam This — next year Himited dam-
and diversion of half the river's  presages foreseen and unbreseen  age downistream in India due to
Now, \i-l. the l;:-um-u- W aftheproposeddam  preventive  measures.  Risks
om wt o India and Bangladesh from the planned
itwould have no negative innoct Equally, there will be an ever-  project will be exp ially
on dewnstream countries (Indin  present dangerof disasterslinked  larger, even if we do not talk of
and Bangladesh)! torthis h project under- § of stored waters,
“The projosiad project is bkely to taken in an kgicully frogile os e foing.
bt o siteinthe Big Bendareaof  andearthquake prone geography. It is with patient diplomacy

have broad relevance, Inclia has
been a responsible upper ripari-
an state, even providing gener-
ous terms to Pukistan under the

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Ariveris more than an amenity, it is a (reasure, — oliver Wendell Holmes Jr

What remains
intheend

CHITvan SiNGi Doy

LETTERS TO THE

this mega project is ot odds with
the widely shared thinking on
proceecing with extreme caution
an lnge storage projects.

EDITOR

No compromise on food safety
Refer to the editorial ‘Unsafe food’; cont
nated drinks and adulemnted food items are

time, money and enengy to this cause. IVs
time for all factions U

i fight together

leading to health concemns among consumers,
Chilbren are bearing the brunt of this menace,

rather than competing with each other

SACHIN KAUSHAL, PATIALA

Back-to-back losses.

parents aren't just any regular soclalites. They are
professional MBAs — Mamiage & Bhog Attendees,
Weeleends for them are a blur of bhogs, high tea sotrées
and posh shok salvhas — and that's just the beginning. As soon
as Friday night amrives, they begin prepping for their itualis-
tieweekend marathon, The bhogs aren't justa spiritual affair;
they are o prime opportunity to catch up with the who's who
of the dly's sodal dreult. I's a multi-course buffel of gossip,
Judgment and, occasionally, spirtual eflection.

Ttall starts by scanning the obit references in newspapers and
then making phone calls. The typical bhog experience itself is a
spectade laches alighting from sleek Mercedes in shades so sub-
e they could only be described as the colours of an unspoken
regred — pustd hltnurﬂmhmlm'l‘ltwm mothers,

long-lost from distant towns —

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, WEDN ES DAY, JANUARY 7,1525
Lord Olivier on India

THE. f Calk stoh on ils enterprise
In putting questions to Lord Olivier and oblainin g snswers in the
shape of a series of four articles which it has just published, The
artices cover a wide mnge of subijects and are intended to throw
Light on some very important aspects of the policy of the Labour
Government generally and of Loed Olivier in particulag, which in
‘the opinion of a good many critics did stand in need of elucidation,
Tt et b suicl that they fumidsh good or pleasant rewding. They

ke their way down the @dde, As they glide towands the holy
bk, with thedr Torm Rords resting ke tims on their Breheads,
they have god their eves lodoed on the who's who in attendance.,
‘There's no praying, mﬁrunm»ndmmnnd; ~justa fast-
pad silent whao b
e th Jooking for promi-
nent figures: ulurwlm with their immaculately manicured
nails, landlonds sporting arisply thed turbans, intellectuals and
legal luminaries, And of course, the retined babus, who arive
like the aristocmcy, ensuring that the y dont miss the Fog-end
of the ceremony — because it's only during the last 10-15 min-
utes that the real mourners show up o mark their ‘stten-
danoe’, It's truly tragic, becouse aside from the bereaved fam-
iy, no one is remotely moved by the proceedings.
Over in a comes, Mrs Singh is deep into the latest gossip, 1
told you so™ she says, dearly enjoying the sweet satisfaction of
lu.-mg the first to unover that high-profile separation. “Their

have the characteristie defect of Land Olivier's public fx

fast!” she continises, as if iVs o matter of public

The Hoarvana Government must strictly
enforos e standards laid down by the Food
Safety and Standards Authonity of India
through the state’s Food and Drugs Adminis-
tration department, Manufacturers, dealers
and suppliers not following the rules and neg-
ulations shoukl be dealt with severely, The
emphasis shoukd be on providing healthy
foodstuflsto people. Neglect may impact their
procuctivity, particularty of sportspe mons for
whaom the state s renowned,

SUBHASH WAID, NEW DELHI

Revamp defence ecosystem
Apropos of ‘Feforms must give us a culting
edge’; the artide incisively underscores the
e fior o holistic of India'sd
ecosystemn. While achievements like the
development of the Long Range Hypersonic
Anti- Sup Missle tlrmumlnﬂ.r the DRDO's

The: back-do-back defonts in Test series against
New Zealond and Australia have cost India a
place in the Workd Test Champlonship final.
Our top-onder batsmen — Rohit Sharma, Viet
Kohli and KL Rahil — fopped. Their shot
sedection was poor U is conceming that they
played irresponsibly, On the bowling front,
Jumt Mnnm“unﬂﬂh'ulnlluluhwd
Australis. Logingth

Gavaskar Trophy so tamely ks an rmlnrnn:-
ment. The immediote replacement of under-
perbrming senor players with younger players
whe have fire in the belly is the needofthe hour.

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Overmreach by probe agencies

Refer o Buann'm muw rights and inves
tigative powern’; it is o wellestablished fact
Ih-l BD ull the CBI aoss the line during

and over-
mhnnn: on foreign impul‘ll plague combat
reacliness. Despite strides in strategic capa-
bilities, the absence of indigenous designs for
tanks, fighter jets and submarines emdes
strategic autonomy. A comprehensive tech-
no-strategic audit of the DRDO by independ.
enl experts is imperative o rectify these
M i M M

wmm l'l'!'l‘l cenemonial mllkf char-
to core defence needs will bol
ﬂer India’s military efficiency.

Although the S Court
drhmhﬂﬂnurkjudlmhmurdum.
it is the duty and responsibility of Central
ngencies to be fair and objective. However,
they do the bidding of their bosses and make
suspeds suffer. Fnmer Harvana MLA Suren-
der Pawar was grilled by the ED for 15 hours,
Good sense shoukd prevad among officers so
that no one's liberty is not compromised.

SUBHASH C TANEM, GURUGRAM

Bharat Ratna for Dr Singh

S MANN, UNA

propos of Lo for joint resolution on Bharat
Ratna’;, voices seeking the top honour for for-

Farmers' stir needs unity

The Kisan Andolan has been sacrificed at the
altar of politics. An agitation that could have
been an exam phe of ‘supreme sacrifice’ for a
noble cause has been rendered ineffectual by
the politicnl one-upmanship among various
factions of farmers’ unbons. This has made the
agitation k il i
pathy is waning. The Central Govemment i
happy ot the turm of events. The Punjab Gow-
emment is heaving a sigh of relief. The real
loser is the poor farmier who had devoted his

mer Prime Min ister Dr Manmohan Singh are
getting louder. Dr Singh, known as the archi-
tect of India's economic liberalisation in 1991,
frumed policies ard programmes for the eco-
nomically weaker sections. After taking over
asthe PMin 2004, Dr Singh helped the nation
gain o prominent place in the comity of
nations. Awarding the Bharat Ratna to him
would be a fitting tribute to his remarkcable
comtribution o Imlml mﬂ.‘ﬂ and his

i growth,

umwawe

ments o lck of beewity wnd o certain rou nelabout way of saying
‘things which only directness can make effective. He has certainly
tnkmmmmwmlmhmmwmmwmmpmﬂr
manth of would | ay it Ory for this
undouberdly does eredit (o Loed Ofivier. He has a scholar's detach -
ment and is anadous to be just, But this i, by no means, the only
remson, and in any case it does not lend 1o his articles te one qual -
ity without which all other qualities of a literry production are of
litde or no avail - —allmw-nm The madn object of thearticlesis
not, of course, wlicy in Inelin
s to defend that policy as also certain pronouncements of Lord
‘Olivier himsell that had been severely ariticised by the die-heard
press in England. The defence is undoubtedly both able and vig-
orous. In one notable instance, it has dearly gone home, as the
wvehement rejoindir it has provoked unmistakably shows.

record. At these events, thers's no mwom for subtlety when it
um lo ossip, You an- rxpntrd o lean :n. M:upﬁ loud

As the bhog \-mchm the planning hmn-. “What are we
doing for dinner tonight™ one auntie asks, casually glancing
at her watch. “Oh, there's a bridge game at the Golf Club, fol-
lowed by the Chadhas soirée,” another replies, as though
they have just secured a spot in the VIP section of life. So,
while my parents are busy attending events lke high-soclety
robots — never skipping a beat between bhog, high tea, book
launch and aperitifs — I'm left to marvel at their sheer dedi-
cation, They don't just attend events; they embxly them, The
ant of socialising is a well-oiled machine in their world, and
they are at the helm, navigating through the sea of sunties,
goasip and fusion desserts. May their tribe flourish

RAMESH K DHIMAN, CHANDIGARH

Leeters foEhe Ecor, typed in cdoutle space, should nol exceed the 200-wond lmil,
Thiss shviuld b cogently witlsn and can be sent by é-mall e Lot @tibumemal.com
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MSP guarantee is feasible

Those opposing it paint an unfair picture
ofits financial burden

BY KAVITHA KURUGANTT,
KIRANKUMAR VISSA AND
YOGENDRA YADAV

1S ALEGALLY guaranteed Minkmum Support
Price [MSP) to the farmers an idea whose
time has come? Today is the 43rd day of the
Indefinite East on this issue by Grmer leader
Jaggjit Singh Dallewal. Inthe midst of this fast,
the Parliamentary Stancling Committee on
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Food
Processing (with a majority of MPs from the
ruling NDA) has madie an unprecedented rec-
ommendation of “legally bincing” M5P. The
Sarmyukt Kisan Morcha, the largest platform
of farmers” organisations, Is likely to an-
nounce amajor action planwith the same de-
mand as the farmers protesting at Khanaurd,

Hewvever, the Linion government seems
to be in no mood to consider this demand.

~ "MSP hai aur rahega” — the g
has not even initiated a dialogue with the
protesting farmers, The PM's™ Year gift”
to the farmers = a stale declaration about

P y
tilisers — bypasses the MSP On the contrary,
the government's recently released draft
“National Framework for Agricultural
Marketing” for the nexe 10 years does not
even mention the MSF, let alone consider
legally bincling MSP.

In the midst of this deadlock, the farmers
continue o suffer, Take Merta, an important
major agricultural market in Rajasthan
where moong ( green gram) is a major kharif
crop. The officially declared MSP for moong
Is Rs B, 682 B;r guintal. Hmvcr.durln;

4, the average pﬂee wa:

coherent and operationalisable, What is
more, the country canafford it Here is how it
«can be done, (We draw upon our article
‘A question of how, not why', Frontline,
March 22, 20241

Lt us begin by getting ricd of the idea that
legally binding MSEP entalls that the govern-
ment must procure the entire procduce of all
the crops, or at least those crops that sell be-
lowy the officlal MSE This Is nelther feasible
nor mecessary. It is also not simply a matter
of declaring any trade below MSP as Blegal
and relying on a punitive mechanism, This
has been atternped and such a legal provi-
slon by ltsell does not warle

The basic principle of a legally binding
MSP s very simple: Farmers must have a be-
gal entitlement to recelve — and the state

W
2,215 per quintal, below the officlal MSI‘
Thus, the total income lost by farmers in this
one market for this one crop in ane month
weas over s 10 crore, In the market at Jalana,
Maharashtra, the average price of jowar
{sorghum) recefved by farmers in December
weas Rs 2456 per quintal, Rs 915 below the
official MSP of Rs 3,371, Maize price in
Madhya Pradesh markets was Rs 1, 980,
whereas the MSP is Rs 2,225, The average
market price for soybeans during the three
manths between October and D

to ensure to farmers — at least a remunera-
tive MSP for all agricultural produce, The
paintof this definition |s that the state’s obli-
gation s to “ensure” that the fanmers recetve
the statutery price for their produce, not nec-
essarily to “purchase” the larmers' produce,
Correspondingly, the farmers” entithement is
o “receive” the al.mmty prim. rrespective
of who they recefve it fro

Thla prlnclple can beopcratiatuliard

e

wias Rs 4,096 in and Rs 4.148 in

market ir
and d deficit payment. Let us examine

Madhya Pradesh, while the MSF was Rs
A B2, Herein lies the MSP story and the ra-
tiomale for the Barmers’ demand.

The government officlally declares MSP
for 23 crops every year with a fanfare that
makes public believe that the government
has done a great fwvour to the farmers. bn re-
ality, the government does precious little o
ensure that farmers get this “minimum®
price. I the government does not take any ac-
ton when the market price goes below MSF,
the words "minimum® and “support” be-
come meaningless, Clearty, an MSP that is not
guaranteed s no MSP The farmers
simply want the government to redeem its

promissory note,
However every time the farmers' demand
} ey bs ol

| ¥
trated in the mainstream media, partraying it
asunreasonabile, operationally impossibe of
a fiscal disaster, Much of this criticism is ei-
ther directed at an eadier version of this de-
mand that the Earmers” movement has out-
Erown or is deliberate scaremongering,

demand for legally binding MSP s Inpnly

hese thee,

Expansion and fine-tuningof the existing
procurement operations would be the first
step inthis direction. Higher procurement of
millets, pulses and oilseeds and expanding
their inclusion in the food security schemes
winubd help reclress the present imbalance in
procurement. The second modality can be
smart market interventions, This can take
multiple forms: Limited purchase whenever
prices start dipping below the MSFE setting
the Moor price in APMC market auctions to
MSF, fine-tuning international trade policy,
Improving the existing warehouse receipt
scheme and strengthening the Farmers
Producer Crganisations (FPO) o bolster the
capacity of small farmers to hold thelr erops
until prices rise, Finally, if these methods do
not succeed in keeping the market price ator
abave the MSP level, the govemment would
be legally required to compensate the farmer
For the difference betvween the MSP and aver-
age market price. The legal guarantee of a fall-
back “price deficiency payment™ would en-
sure that farmers' entitlement vo recelving

Is alegally binding MSP
atfordable? The scaremongers
use adeliberately misleading
caleulation to flash
astronommic figures like Rs, 14
lakh crore and paint the M5
demand as a ridiculous or
impaossible ask, These
caleulations assume that the
povernment would need o
purchase every single guintal
of every crop. As we have seen
abowve, that is notwhat the
Farmiers” dernand entails.
Besicles, the actual
expenditure incurred by the
pevernment would be the
difference between the price
at which the government
purchases and the price at
which it sells the crop.
Muoreover, not all
commiditios reguire an
intervention; any government
intervention is reguired only
when the market price is
below the MSP:

€ R Sasik

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

"W hile some leave the country due to persecurtion, the vast majority are coomomic
mikgrants, many halling from relatively prosperous parts of Punjab. Vietims have
said economic hardship made chem opt for illegal migration, while others are

Inspirved by compatriots wha made it 'big in Europe”

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

How not to
criticise Nehru

Certainly, he could have done more in primary
education, But he did quicken a moribund
economy, a historic achievement

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

ITI5 A measure of India's rising confidence

best during Nehn's time, leading the tran-

sition to a permanently higher growth path.
To undermnd llﬂa It muld Iﬂ: mc(ul o

cﬂm Frum inchustrial inputs and the spread
of publichy-provided infrastructure. Public
policy towards agriculoure itself was for-
ward-looking, seen in the Invitation to the
world's leading agricultural sclentist
Norman Borkaug to visit india in 1963, The
Green Revolution follewed soon after.

lturn now o the performance of the

thart there is now acritical upanall as-

pectsof ourpast and present, One anea that

has received attention recently is the per-

formance of the economy in early Inde
pendent India, and

restingly, the savings
ofthe public sector grew faster than that of
the private mrpnrmmr both of which

" dofth

mn.hrm:m:mwntury.mmmam
place to examine these, far three reasons,
Wi have the quantitative methods that al-
bowy us to bdentify turning pednts in eco-
nemic history without resorting to judge-
ment; we have the theoretical models that
help us understand how an economy
grows: ane we have the experience of the

the MSP becomes a legal right,

Is a begally hll\dl&MSF‘ affordable? The
scaremongers use adeliberately misleacing
calculation to Nash astronomic figures like
Rs. 14 Lakh erore and paint the MSP demand
as a ridiculous or impossible ask, These cal-
culations assume that the government
would need to purchase every single quin-
tal of every crop, As we have seen above, that

|
and act with,

For Nehru, the single-most important
1 i ase the

L PHicY
level of income, which was unaccey
low Tor the overwhelming majority of

prise, The planner Prasanta Ch.lndrﬂ
ad actuall

Iy
mmﬂmuamnmlauumurm
1o step-up public IMn‘l_Mlu Tlmrsm

pcmlinn that folbowed Nehru, which suc-
ceeded inturning therm into weblarist traps.

Finally,on the alleged repression of the
private sector due to controls. Going by
theirinvestment record, the private corpo-
rate sector, taken asa whole, Rourished un-
der Nehru, The private corporate invest-
nmrmaumd. ing at least as much

Indlians, This is evident in the statement he
made in pardiament in May 1956 when the
main vehicle of the Mehru-M,

sector, Again, this need

not surprise at .ﬂl WNIM certain narrow

understanding of the * m.\tl:e-t views it
I

purely as an the

188

he Second Five-
\t.ul’lﬂn wias enched He said “Thewhole
philosophy... Ia (5] uke nd\mntm ormry

Is not what the farmers' demand ils,
Besides, the actual ex pencliture Immrl'c:rjlmI
the government would be the difference be-
tween the price at which the government
purchases and the price avwhich it sells the
crap. Moreover, not all commodities require
an intervention; any government interven-
thonis red anly when the market price
Is I:elomlw

We calculalcd the total cost of legally
binding MSP for the top 15 crops  that ac-
count for more than 95 per cent of the value
of crops for which MSP is dcclarl'd:[ar the

it for

an;:\l'h;h ;:Mmomc dmtlmlrc thmry

arimagine

wmkw'd some text-baak m.lxlmn( ahun
aggen” Itwwould be clfficult o de

i it as the aggregate
demand for goods. Thus, in the 19505, as
public investment stepped-up, it ex
the market for the private sector which
could now meet demand for thelr products
that may not have arisen otherwise. (The
dlata referred to here are presented in my
Dok, tncffa’s Econarmy fram Nefiru to Modi:

marketing year 2022-23.Th el

all the crops that sold below the d
MSP came to Rs 26,469 crore, This is for the
MSI at the rates announced by the goven-
ment, using a partial cost [(AZ+FLY+ 50 per
cent)| concept, We also performed the same
cakculations considering the MSP demanded
by Earmeers (or Swaminathan MSP), which is
based on Comprehensive Cost (C2+50 per

ideology in this; nclu.lly.rtlammurpru- ABrief History),

matic b Sa, was economic policy under Nehru
logical mchlallu.' optimal? Far from it. There were errors of
s thie iy pac!aFNehm:n‘mdobmllw? corrmdssion and Mg an seonaormilst,
In one sphere at beast, it was nothing short — Tam perplexed most by the absence then of
of remarkabile, dssi dhe Ay hiosy %P

 Fromthe work of an d gt

early fonal i pecially girls, into school given the
COLns, I'....‘..h... I | literacy rate in 1947, If there
of growth in timewasd percentas s one feature that distinguishes India from

opposed to less than 1 per cent in the last
half-century of the British Ra), This is lower
than the approximately & per cent growth
achieved in the last decade, but the per-
hmumahnuldlu‘m‘nin perspective, It

East Asia which has been far more success-
ful in raising income levels and ending
peverty, it Is schooling. It is not as if alarm
bells had not been rung early. Bombay
Unlwmlma\-fkrlammum had po'nu'«d

can leaplrog from | mﬂpermm!ham

cent). The total defici below the d
MSP camme to Rs 200,710 ¢ ro
The actual enpcndlturr would be less
llun that. Timely market Inbuwmlon and
all ather
sure that market prices muldnulommly
b chose to MSF, and thus the deficits would
b significamtly bower. At the present rates, a
legally guaranteed MSPwould cost about 0.5
per cent of the Undon bucget, Even if we con-
sider the higher rates demanded by the
Farmers, the total cost would be 4.2 percent
of the Budget, about 0.6 per cent of GOP,
Considering the additional purchasing
power thiswould put into the hands of agri-
cultural howseholds in the country setting
off positive growth in the mnomy.thu -
penditure Is eminently justified. It is now a
matter of political will,
muumnrrl:rmmrr{ Alltance for
Mizsa fs m-ﬁtmd‘erquﬁumm
o ferrmers' organisation in T!‘fﬂnmnamd’ﬂr‘
and Yadav (s member, Swaraj ndfa, and
national comvenar of Bharat fodo Abhiyaan

Home lies in between

In Gwalior, 1 ached to get away. In the big city, long for belonging

SHRADDHA UPADHYAY

There is a "netable people”™ section on
Wildpedia pages about cities. | was obsessad
with Gwalior's list: Tansen, Nida Fazi, Kartik
Aaryan, Which Gwallor did they inhabdt? In

hesin-
ghe-minced pursuit of escaping. Chasing an
unknown oliject of undefined desire, Lulw

kets In the big city, | wondered where one
could find straw baskets in my elty. During
heritage walks in ather cities, | have stopped

Vivlan Gomick writes in The Ocd W

and

oy city, fame meant clearingexamsand earn-= the Clty, “From NI'II'II Tknew L ined limited, not inclusive
g rmeerit, Hew elid th mu- therewas e ol'sunrlaes ane nl]hl skies, A friend from
sdcians ancd poets and actors? Fazlihadre-  farfrom it wanted toselze the centre; litthe k
turned to Gwalbor and hlalnwwlmmﬂw dldllenow.lrv.-"umcdmsnmmld". goodd chai ki rapr in this city.”

entire h.\ckmol..... 1 leoaxed In the big city, 11 Tor a sense of be-
of the leading Hindi ‘When asl Ieui eIy stars so that | could ing. Inoted the similarities and differences
why he left Gwalior for Mumbak, he didn't muyﬁulnwmlllcbedmﬂlmdlnfmln of language with diligence. An casy familiar-
mention riots of lack of opportunities. Hero-— The anony Ity develops be-
mantically recited, "Apnimara se kahoan opne \lned b;lhcl:lully THE CITY AND I tween migrants in
safar ke lnam hainy Rukh hawaon ka fidhar ko allowed me the metropolitan.
wiellsarr b Hivaim Rty (M jourmey |8 not cleter- tlclpalelnpollrlc.ll Whenever | hear iy
mined by iy choee, | go where the direction— rallies with strangers, give speeches in on anyone's tongue in autos, cabs,

of winds take me L | reminisced about this
ghazal for years and sobbed ina foreign city.
But Gwalior felt distant even when Hived
there. It was replete with menuments not
mentioned in our history textbooks, It was
Brimming with myriad lorms of culture —
moving bookstores, Tansen Sangeet Samaroh,
concerts and plays, and the Gwalior Vyapar
Mela, Yet, itwas merely a prehude fora differ-
entend, Durengagement with art and tera-

[protests, skeep in monuments, watch films
alone at midndght, chat sway with men on
long dates. This life seems unthinkable in
Gwalior, But my shadow lives back home:
What if | clidd ot escape? What if | could live
the same life at horme?
Onsorme days, | pull up Gwalior's map, so
much mdertln:# o ?lmulne m«
inwhich area would chlldn.'n feel safe on the
woacks 7 earmt where you coubd by st bas-

construction sites, beauty salons, | ask them

thiey
kneww that 'm not from the big city. | want o
belong to this homelessness at least.

How marry years does it take to belong
somewhere? The Hlusion of merit carvied me
Tere, merit's more meritorious cousin mar-
rlage has macle my migration legitimate. But
1 still Feel suspended in the interim.
Inasthentic in this city and inexperenced in

the one | come from., | can lumour mysell by
Ielbeving that lome 15 still a possibility, one |
can put together, a rowd not taken — or | can
pricke myself on this escape: | have made it |
have buffiets to choose from, insteac of bian-
dlaras where you have a messy mash of only
‘what you are served,

Every visit hack home chips away at the
ambition of coming back, Becasse the curment
location and destination are both moving
points. Fazli says in the decumentary Yeh
Kahan Aa Gaye Hum, “Shehar jaane wanke ka
kuch din rasta dikditn hai aur jaane vl job
weaaps natil fot ta to shetar ki gpni jageh
i choor chala joate hal Aurfabwe lautne waals
waapas qata hai to it der o chikd hot hai ki
sk shuhherr cypne i shahaar praein nati mile." (A
placewaits for the person who leaves only for
alew days, but when the person doesn't come
Thack, then the town ftsell goes off to some
other place, and when the person comes back,
Iy then itisso late that his city cannot be found
in hls tenwn .

Upadhyay is awriter and
in Delhi

ﬂpemlly when cmemlru(mt\w cen

Fnr an international mn\parlwn - in
Mehru's time, Indfa grew slower than Korea
but faster than China,

s performance

very
moment the second five- -year plan was
laanched in 1956, Later, Amartya Sen in the
19605 and the educationist | P Naik in the
160705 Magged this continuing neglect. What
Is troubling about it Is the wisible class blas.
It left the vast majority of Indians without
the human capital to radse their productivity
and the freedom to pursue the life they
value This s a monumental demrmc
0

duiring 1950 to 1965 has received particular
criticism? Th aere, first, that agri-
cubture was Enthe craze for indus-

neglected 0
trialisation. Second, that the public sector
was a blackhole, sucking the nation's sav-

Forsure, Neh
have dane more here, but e didd quicken a
morbund economy, a histork achievement
without which there could not have been

Ingswithout yielding any retums. Thivd that — much human development anyway.
the licensing of private investment re-
pressed the private sector, The writer is honorary visiing
thatagri professor, Centre for Development
culture was the sector that performed the Stdies, Thinoamanthapuram
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EMPLOYMENT CRISIS

DATA-DRIVEN POLICY

INDIA-US TIES

“THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '0dd and
W[IF. anuary ), The strategic rela-

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Behind — THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Playing
Jobs data’ (IE, January 6). The India  with spectres'(1E, January 4}, llegal im-
Employment Report 2024 shows sev- igration has picol o
eral problems exist on the nation's em- bate across India, It presents significant
ployment front. It is estimated that  challenges, especially in border states,
about 83 per cent of the ( the
population of India are youn What is rel, Th
mapwllm]latheclas;:\b;tlmhwr mentstepstocollectd
i isor that the e s, With this data, effiective
cannat be expected tosolve theemploy- — measures such as better border control,
ment p«:ﬂm Such a remark is unac- ih veillance,
prable given the witl e fm-
i h plrmmd There must Isupprupmle
Itlshlghllmtlmum Modlmmm
devises a well-thought-eat, forward- mdtlwmntwillmlly
looking employment policy. Saay Chuopa, Moliall
Whalcan Das, Kolata
BUILD COMMUNITY

THIS REFERS TO the article, Imagine a
trust-based soclety’ (IE, January 6).
Political trust is crucial for public insti-
tutions, The erosion of trust can lead to
disharmany and lessen the impact of
Timwes of crisis,

pec Iy the recent COVID- -19 pan-

Jakee Sullivan's visit Is asignificant stepin
nlremtlwmng bll.lteral relations,

P between India and the LS has
mn lrcmendnus progress. During the
Trumyp and the Biden welfare |
Indo-LUS thes iy
hicoups. LS ity Advisor — demicwl

the masses ko take vaceinations and
pfecaulbnn.u'y mmurﬂ.show that

Wity af W iskey. There
mmml»u%' dership, A isalsoap
Important mlapmnmthelrdtl.lm and dialogue in leadership decisions.
on Critical and Emerging Technologies,  This will increase the begitimacy ofin-
which marks a pivotal enhancement in - stitutions, premote meaningful invest-
defence collaboration. It is yet another  ments in human resources and new
win for India even as uncertainty abot — employment appnnunlﬂh and foster
Trump' d n asenseol
i dabad (deloﬂm

epnper.indlamxm .. .
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Weak drivers

Budget should have measures
to resuscitate the middle class

HE CONTEXT OF Budget 2025-26 has brought into focus the

need to raise the employment intensity of India’s economic

growth and address the stagnation of income and wage levels.

It also simultaneously rekindled the debate over the size, sta-
tus,and potential of India's“middle class”. Policymakers have noticed that
those belonging to relatively “well-off" socio-economic classes are also
seeking tax reliefs from the Budget, disguising themselves as part of the
middleclass. At the same time, anecdotal evidence of a“shrinking"of the
median and below segments of the middle class is being corroborated by
consumption market surveys. Kantar reported that the number of lower
middle-class households was down 25% in 2024 compared to 2019,
while the affluent ones surged 86%. To by this trend isal irrored
in income-tax data — taxpayers with income above 50 lakh a year
account foralmost half of gross total income reported by all taxpayers in
theassessment }'ear{AY} 202 3-24.In Dtherwmds,theshales of the lower
income grot Ii: ome are declining.
Put plaml)', India’s middle class isn't well- off, even as the well-off clearly
aren't,and cannot be, middle class,

The income structure of the country is not being transformed from
inverted pyramid into a diamond shape, with a burgeoning middle class,
asmany had anticipated. Sales data from producers and retailers are sig-
nalling an exhaustion of the large sections of urban consumers, except
the super rich, after the post-Covid splurge. It may well be the case that
lakhs of people are falling below the threshold for being a (income) tax-
payer, after having crossed it. This is clearly indefensible for a country
which aspires to grow its middle class from a little over 30% of the pop-
ulation toovera billion or 60% by 2047,

Amldst thls scEnario, repnn_i cite the results of household consump-

)t a“sharp decline”in povertyinci-
d.ence Fnrtheseaxsumplmns,the'poveny line,defined by the Suresh Ten-
dulkar committee one and half a decade ago, is applied on the HCES
findings. Those povertyyardsticks are seriously out of date. As such, 90%
of rural Indians reported average monthly per capita expenditure of less
than 25,763 in 2023-24, while those in the 0-5% “fractile class," at the
bottom of the pyramid, just 31,677, and persons in the 5-10% class
72,126, Given the high inflation rates over the recent years, these num-
bers betrayvery low purchasing poweramong vast sections of people.

With the external situation appearing to be grim, the short- to
medium-term economic strategy of the country should necessarily be to
rely heavily on domestic demand, The government is right in exposing
the fallacy of the rich sections asking for further tax reliefs. However, itis
not the right strategy to raise the goods and service tax rates for premium
goods, which continue to be in high demand, despite the overall slug-
gishness in consumption. Prohibitive taxes on high-end articles and ser-
vices could only add to the employment crisis, and create a vicious cycle.
Just 6. 7% of India’s population files income tax returns and hardly 3%
actually pay tax on salaried income. While this base needs to expand, the
policy emphasis now ought to be on ways to bolster the aggregate
demand,witha greater thrust on improving total factor productivity. Lib-
eral tax concessions for the true middle class arein order.

comeand

Tesla and Waymo should
learn from "24 air crashes

IFYOU YEARN for a future where you can travel from place to place in safety and
comfort, some of the major transport events of 2024 might feel like a setback,
Don't glve up hope,

Thecrashof jejuAlrflight 2216 on December 29, killing all but twaof the 181
on board, and the deaﬂa of 38 four days earlier when Azerbaljan Alrlines flight
B243was argeted by Russlan antl-alrcraft weapons,
helped sjue the yearthe worst death tall 1n commerclal aviation since 2018,

1t was a similar situation on the smund Fora decade, autonomaus drlvlns has
promsed tobeing aviation's 's roade Last
yearlt seemed to hit a roadblock — nrat Ieaa(hahed in fmnt ofaharmless plastichag
and caused a traffic jam, did earllerthis year.

Apple in | d its 10-year, il bulld a self-driving electric
carJnMay,H:.nmd i halted thekrmulti-billion Motional
1t Lastmonth, Gy 1| s self-driving car

pm}ecLhavhaspemahuut $9billicn since acquiring the business in 2016.Elon Musk,
to be sure, urvelled a promised Tesla robotaxi — but, given his record, Its anyone’s
guesswhen, orif, that project will make it o the roads.

The shine ls coming off autononmous uehldegin the Pub]ic milnd, too, These
days, they appear less the subject of et tyle and more
the subject of mockery and even hate — whethel they're emilesslyclrcling
roundabouts, crashing with delivery robots, or being
disabled by act]vhts ome 672 vehlcles aperated by

Iphabet. hiel recalled in May
forawflware npdam after one of them hit a wooden
pelein Phoenix,

The long-term trend in aviation safety Is still aston-
Ishingly good, something that 2024's freak accidents
can't really change, When thousands of people die every

- year In alr crashes — the normal course of things until

DAVID about two decades ago — anaccldent lnvolving ene 180-

seat single-alsle jet doesn’t move the needleall that musch,

FICKLI NG ‘When the number is in the low hundreds or even tens, a
one-timeevent can change perceptions drastleally,

Bloomberg The secret of this success Is the paranold safety cul-

ture within aulatl.on Cenlf‘vlng a new plane can take
the best part of a decade. Once flying, it's mond
engineers, withthe smallest defect leading to fleet-wide groundings and checks,
Crashes, when they happen, are pored over for years for clues about what went
wrong, and how to avert stmilar catastrophes in future,

The best players remaining in the raho‘tas(l gpace seern to have learned that
lesson. he soft hicles rather than just
crossing fingers and hoping for the best, th Ing its fleet in the
same perfectionlst way that alrlines and alreraft manufacturers treat thelrs.

By tylng upwith Waymoafterwinding back its Motional venture, Hyundal was
learning another lesson from aviatlon: Safety will advance faster [f you can share
avast database of information with potential competitors, rather than treat such

Opinion

HE SHOCKINGLY LU\'I'
5.4% growth in July-5
tember 2024 compelled
Reserve Bank of Indla [R.El}
to sharp]z cut Its romh
forecast to 6.6% for Y25, It remal
gulne about growth prospects thnuah
[projecting asharper recovery ahead Bell-
eving the low outturn is an outller, the
eentral bank cautloned it would be Inap-
[propriate to judge the trend growth rate
byonedata point. However, the question ks
mot the single data polnt but the sheer
rangeof forecast error. If this slowing was
d.ue mghnn -term Idiozyncratic f.y:mrs
hydid most noweast
by such a wide margin? The curlosity
ttherefore Is to not ignore the outlier but
ook within for any hldden message we
mivust discern,
The mn[es(t iz cbear. The hrlsk past
jpand
insome quarters, jndmllng the central
bank, about g trend 1Eft |n India’s growth.
icconditions, dean-
dbankbal b

and

th momentum would sustain. Perhaps,
this unanticipated crash Indicated the
econemy could be nermallsing to pre-
Covid potentlal? If yes, It calls for earnest
dissection.

Historlcally, economies witnessing a
tlendsmwﬂlshlﬁwem nhend.rhlenby

englnes The sectors’ tfam\anceml]d
heulsihle,sustalnhlsfou' long perlods to
Hift the rest of the econory. A better way,
therefore, would be tolook at India'sindi-
videal sectors to see 1f any flts the bill,
Wi look back at the post- 2000 quar-
terly growth rates tolsolate phases of high,
ned growth rate exceeding 8.0% for
four consecutive quarters to distinguish
differences in the high-growth phase of
the first decade and years thereatter.
Startwith the supply side, manufac-
tudngsactor{17.40 grosavalue added or
WGVA share) where growth plunged o
220 last September quarter, pulling
dowm the previous t’our—qu.amelawage
10,500, Indeed, If

anufac-
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DIFFICULT TO IDENTIFY A SECTOR THAT HAS POTENTIALTO LIFT ECONOMY TO A HIGHER TRAJECTORY

In search of a growth driver

RENU KOHLI

Seniar fellow, Centre for Social & Economic
Progress [CSER), New Delhi

SECTORAL PATTERNS

1. Quartedy growth
in manufacturing
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2. Quarterly growth in tmde hotels,

® ONTRACK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Today, the country is engaged in achieving the
resolve of Viksit Bharat and for this, the
development of Indian Railways is very important

over,alarge chunk is government capex, of
the Centre and states, This, however, has
run fts course as flscal halancs need con-

a polic chmce although there's little
doubt that the space has shrunk. It s time
torebulld, soonerthe better,

Similarly, private final consumption
expenditure {55.8% share In GDP) has
been a tale of secularweakmness, driven
pnucystmchllkedemnnetlgannn.wgy
and services tax reform, and non-banking
financial company (NBFC) crises, natural

Lamities]ile Covidandell I
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fixed capital farmation (GFCF)
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employment creation,and high food
mtlaxu has been the stnry mar as
ion
erms oftrade, theurb
terpa:rl faltered as banks, NBFCs, and
il Instituticms hirthe wall
unsecured loans,

Exports, where a strong momentum
sustained for elght quarters from
Q1FY23 could ot capitalise on these

Insdespitshealtt " q

by global capability centre boom, Recent
quarters show weaker goads exports,
notwithstanding  headline-grabbing
smartphone shipments. The failure to
penetrate International markets for
labour-intensive manufactured goods
continues to haunt Indla’s growth and
employment prospects.

From a growth accounting perspect-
Ive, the case Is equally unconvincing.
While efficlency galns may have accrued
from easier business practices, market
hltegra.tlan,fonﬂ.ﬂlsaﬁlnn,andddslu]ba-

uilar trends. M
cernlng,as the REFs recent research finds,

Ity growth also showed falll with of
employment and capital, ra“lﬁsgmdouhts
that ereallo-
catlon eou]d be tapped (KB Bulletin, Jan-
uary 2023).

Thus,

So, how should we look at the 2,29
growthin Q2FY 257 Should welgnore itor
view It as the repeat of a past pattermn, per-

turiny qumer]tgmwth since 2012-13

haps Indicating the short-run burst of
M{pasglhlyfmmulaswcratlcfac

(lase 2011-12),¢
— the high grnwthphasﬁlast mm.we

Sem:ﬁ, namehr trade, hnuls trans-

ble glnwlna after each such 'bursl[ég,u:e
1). Contrast that with the previous
decade’s experience (base 2004-05)
manufacturinggrewasolid 10%crabove
onaverage, consistently over 14 quarters
beginning O 1FY06 through Q2F Y09 and
supparting the case fora trend lift.

port, and 16,60 GVA
share) saw similar volatility (figure 2],
Importantly losing momentum in the
past-Convd recovery phase as growth aver-
aged much below 8% in recent quarters
— 5.70 In the last five. Financial, real
estate, and professional services (13 3%
GV share) — which were relatively less

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAN

Founder and MD, iInGavern Research Services

volatile untll Q2FY17 — have become
much weaker, growing an average 6. 9%
I the past five quarters. Construction
activities, which were completely down
until Q2FY21, have recovered to a 10-
quarter average growth of 9.40%; but at
9.0 share In GVA, It lacks vigour to Lift

ay atthe
e annot kdentify anyd

dable sector or source that could drive
growth on a sustalned basls. Growth
spuirts in the sub-sectors oF sources are
short-lived, often slowing sharply aftera

brief spell, exhibiting volatility. Statistl-
cally,a trend is It tofit. ﬂ;ra]nlnga
trend from the aggregate could some-
tirmes be misleading — a h In

Inrecent months,

The story s no different on the dem-
and slde. Gross fixed capltal formation
(33540 GVAshare) contlnued tolanguish
desplte cleanerwpgme hal;zn.oe shleels..

beyond four-fivequarters (figure 4). More-

one sector mul.dvmncgglc slowing of
another, Taking a judgement call on the
potentlal growth rate for such an econ-
omy could, therefore, be tedious And to
believe the economy m¥ht have experl-
enced a trend growth 1ift durlng post-
Cowld catch-up s premature.

Judicial overreach unwarranted

High court order staying Religare Enterprises
AGM risks undermining shareholder rights,
regulatory authority, and market confidence

IN A MOVE that has ralsed eyeb, in
corporate and legal circles, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court [H-L‘J through an
orderdated December 18, 2024, stayed
theannual general meeting (AGM) of Rell-
gare Lmerptlses Limited {REL). The deci-
shonwas Inresponse toa writ petition filed
underirticle 126 of the Constitution The
petition snughl,amang other reliefs, the

ofan Jmimks-
stonofenqul ryand protection of minordty
shareholder Interests. The petitioners

CnLiCvs Escorts (1986), the Supreme
Court {S«L‘J articulated the comerstone of

corp A

grity are paramount. Court-ordered
delays in holding AGMs o Lmplement -
ing resu]atmy approvals could lead tor

holders” rights wrequhltl.on meetings
without belng subjected to judicial
M:mtlny l‘he Hnmha.yﬂted\oedslml]u

case,
Narning agalnst opening the floodgates
tolitigation that could delay or obstruct
corporate governance processes. Such
da]a'ys, the court noted, would render

argued that th posed acquisition by
Burman Group entitles that recelved

1 paralysls, damaging busi-
ness reputation and eroding stake-
holder confldence,

The SC% recent observatbons Inacase
involving credit card fees serve as a
timely reminder of the need fnr|udlc|al
restraint in policy matters, It !

orders should be avoided In corporate
and commerclal matters to ensure all
partles are heard, promoting balanced
and fair outcomes.

Preservation of shareholder dem-
ocracy: Judiclal interventlons should be
limited to cases involving proven fraud
or mlsmanagement, protecting the
statum:yrlgmsnfsharehaldys
Judi-

agalnst interventlon In the REl's polley
declsions, highlighting the risks of ven-

clal decislons shoulé allgn with estab-
lished precedents, such as LIC vs Escorts
and the Zee Entertalnment EGM case, to

India pproval could
consalidate control in the hands of a few.
However, the implications of the judiclal
intervention extend far beyond the
Iimmediate case.

Under Sectlon 96 of the Companies
Act, 201 3, holding anAGM Is a statu
obligation. This forum allows sharehold-
era bo expresa thelr views, deliberate on
eorporate declslons, and safeguard thele
Interests. Interfering with this process
without su‘bztamhl legal grounds dis-
ruptsafund aspect
democracy. The HC's declslon |enpar
dlses the statutory obligation te hold
AGMs, undermining the fundamental

intal 1 and predictability

market disruption:
Courts must considerthe broader Irnpli-
catlonsof their decislons on market sta-
bility, investor confidence, and ease of

The HC’s declsion to stay Rellgare
AG con-

holder democracy "nugatory” and turing Into “unknown paths™without
encourage obstructal?; Havion by :‘ﬂ pertlse or i g of
unwilling board: L plexities.  Ineory
Corporate These ob ! res- indrm:
opera(gs within a frame- Judicial onate strengly in the pre-
work established by leg- interventions sent case, where judicial
lslative and resulamry should be limited Interference In a regula-
bodles, and M
ence dlsruputhis balance, tO cases ir acllon (hreatens toderall
The RBL and the Securitles  proven fraud or blisk ocesse
and Exchange Board of  mismanagement Ex-parteorders incom-

Indla, as trusted regulatory
authorities, have approved
the open offer for Rellgare Enterprises
with steingent conditions to ?wtect
shareholder interests. Judicial inter-
vention In such decisons risks under-
mining regulatory authorlty and mar-

mercial disputesare partic-
ularly susceptible to mis-
use. Such orders can be exploited o
create delays, exert pressure, oestall legit-
Imate ness actions. In the REL case,
the stay on the AGM potentlally opens
the doorfor entitieswith vested interests

dataas proprietary and attenypt tnfmgeynulmpadl Tesla's tie-up with Baldu rights of shareholders, ket confldence, to disrupt corporate processes fnrper

Inchi 1 follow asimilar medel, gi | s existing apallo This ch with estab- i ders In sonal gain.ltsetsad.

robotaxl business. Ilshed]udlclalpleeedemmlngtmce In  corpoeate mateers — without gjulng wh.ereI]ngantg:nmdweaponhemdlclal
There’ vholewill learn that lessomn, the 2022 Zee Ex parties mdem o achleve ulterlor motlves, The

Inparticular, It' tmpossibl |sathe fact that thie most Infl dal us case, the lsom'hay}{f_‘mmumedashfle melrcaae—mtrmnegme pﬁnci i of nmaremmmndatlm\sfaﬂum

rabotaxl policy In the mext four years may well be Musk, whose msauclant attl- Judge order i tert (lot the other side be TICE.

tude to safety has been under increasing federal scrutiny over the past from calling an extnmdlna:ry general heald}.'lhls principle Is a cornerstone of Ras Lat: decisi

5tlll, following aviation's cautious path Ls the best hope that aumlwmcms
drlving can finally become a reality outslde of the handful of citles where It's
belng trialled, Silicon Valley lkes to move fast and break things — but when the
things that could be broken are human bedies, you need to move at a
more sedate pace,

Regd. Mo: DL-Z106E,/05-05. R.ML No.26750,/74. Printed and . Malhatr

behalfof The inch

meeting (EGM). The judgment reaf-
flrmed the principle that courts should
refraln from obstructing statutory
processes lke AGMs or EGMs unless
there Is compelling evidence of fraud,

Marg, Mew Delhi-110002. Phane- D123-8651500. {Cover price: Patna:#12, Raipur: #12, i

15) Chairman af the

e @

ﬁnancialam.epahﬁ\

atherwise, in whole or in part, without price witten

Indlan jurisprudence and ensures falr
decksion-making,

Listed companies operate In a
highly regulated environment, where
shareholder rights and market inte-

IP]Lkr.I and grinted at The Indian Express (F) Ltd Press, A-8, Sector-7, Maida - 200801 and i
ka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editoe [Delhi]) Shobhana Subramanian® {*Responsible fnrselel:hun qunm nderthe Ful:t}bcaaynph The Indun Express [Pl Lid
The

cerns about judicial overreach and its
Impact on corporate governance. By
stalling a statutory process without
demonstrable grounds of fraud or mis-
management, the order risks under-
mining shareholder rights, regulatory
authority, and market confldence. In
light of established judiclal principles,
regulatory safeguards, and the lmpor-
tance of preserving corporate democ-
racy, this decislon warrants reconsider-
atlon. A more balanced approach would
protect the Interests of all stakeholders
whileensuelng the smooth functlrmlng

Courts shnu]d exerclse restraint and
defer to reaulatory authorities like the
Rl hen decislor backed

of

unchecked, suda |udh:ial lnmrueutl.ons
could have far-reaching repercussions
for Indla's overnance land-

by detailed conditlons and safeguards.
Conprehensive hearings: Ex-parte

scape and its g'l.o'halstandingas a busl-
ness-frlendly destinatlon,

lishe The

Mew Delhi

il Shah Zafar
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Warmest year marks
race against time

tish hat globally, s have been ris-
Iing every month and there were periodical reports
about some months turning out to be hotter than
they were in the past. The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has now announced that 2024 was the
warmest vear since 1901 when temperatures started
getting recorded. That would also probably make the
year the hottest in history. With an annual mean tem-
perature of 25.75 °C, 2024 was 0,65 “C above the long-
term average (1991-2020). The World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) has observed that 2024 was the
warmest year for theworld, exceeding for the first time:
thethreshold of 1.5 Cabove the pre-industrial level, The
last 10 years were the hottest 10 yearsin history. There
isa possibility that this year will be hotter than the Last.
The WM has said that as the global temperatures
increased and extreme heat events worsened, there
was a growing need for countries and international
organisations to work together to tackle severe heat
risks. It also said dimate change intensified 26 of the

29 extreme weather events studied by World Weather

Artribution (WWA) in 2024, which
killed at least 3,700 people and dis-
placed millions, It said high tem-
peratures were “only part of the
picture.” Record-breaking rainfall,
ftmdmg ew:nl& .'md other mani-
Llllllultu 1an,; CI.AIU-‘W
terrible loss of lives and property
and much suffering. UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres said this
is climate breakdown in real time
and we “must exit this road o ruin
and we have no time to lose.” He
called upon countries to put the
worldonasafer path by dramatically skashi
and suppumng thr:tranqltnon to a renewable future,
Such opinions and sentiments have been expressed

Climate
change-
induced events
triggered

severe loss
oflifeand
propertyin
024

COMMENT

NOTIN ORDER

Anewplaybook for
Guv-Govtduels

Gubernatorial activism
is drifting to open biases,
building a narrative
againstincumbent state,/
UT governments

LT GEN EHOPINDER SINGH (RETD)

persuasion at the Centre), as it comes
from theoffice oldursupp?scd‘cqqs:i

dented low with Vinai Kumar Saxena
n.sll\cl.CnlbdAnsluMnrlcmnsdu:CM.

por,
ally mvoids the pitfall of earming public
opprobrivmthatis natural ineverusing
Article 356,
Therefore, just because the instane-
es of dismissal of state/UT govern-
ments under Article 356 have come
down drastically over the last decade,
o assume that the misuse of Guber-
natori ial oche has also come down

he misuse of the Guk al
office is an old hat in Indian pol-

itics, with all parties and coali-
tinns (without any exc

istobe pnmsnnm-slt

Ily naive, All earlier i
gubcmatr.lnalmnusc h) ﬂl:nﬁt:nslbb'
gulkyof ap never

the same. While the rraditional means
of misusing the same entailed invok-
mg Arm:]L 356 of the Constitution to

000 and im-
pose President’s Rule, the need for thar
e homded approach has ebbed, and it

ofthe Governor/LG pandering toopen
biases and supportive partisanship,
without resorting to-Article 356,
Seemingly, thisisamore efficientiact
as the dismissal of Government under
.ﬂrticle 356 runs the risk of a pul:li:

ﬂl’.‘i’{.‘b\‘]’lﬂhnglh’_‘dlmﬂ’d Stmqull‘

perhaps have the exchanges with the
chief ministers and their cabinet ranks

party, look ke mar-

tyrs. Often, the longer the President's
Rusle ran and denied the people’s writ
in & participative democracy, the more
political traction for the dis
litical party, accrued. Whereas, by not
dismissing the Government and rou-
tinely dissing and spiting its conduct

been more bitter, toode and inelegant
in Constitutional propriety. The cyno-

and policies, the Gubernatorial office  sure of national politics i.e., Delhi, is
Imsxmrgodnsmmﬂul Imcaymst a citade] the ruling national party has
itsowm th iled ure, despite winni

Central Gmnm.m T'Il:i s L-.spcual
Ty true for states/UTs that are run by
jparties that are in the swmlmﬂ in the
National A by In th jonal op-

cag 5l
consecutive National elections. If the
ruling party at the Centre has defied
thee curse of antanumhmqr Ihr rul-

ptmun-nmazln,I.UTs‘.ltwdwmeafa

ing party in Dl oo h
antHncumbency maditions, leading o

and petty level, an:m.gat Delhigoesto
electionsin the next month, the timing
is omingas and
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SPEAKOUT

Youhave voted for me, but that does not
meanyouhave become my
master. Have youmade mea

#

farm labourer now?

Alit Pawvar. Maha Dy OM (to voters in

Maharashtra’s Baramati)

As Iwould not be a slave, so Twould not be a
master. This expresses my idea of democracy.

Abraham Lincoln

partisan, This comes on the back of
the who's-who of Delhi Government
hawving served time behind bars inchud-
ing the Chief Minister, Depury Chief
Minister. and Health Minister.
While it would be puerile to say that
the Delhi Government has not done
of  enough populist drama and theatrical
shenanigans, that is only to be expect-
ed from career politicians of all parti-
=an persuasions. However, for the Gov-
emor iticks

and personal

(as done by podmclans} Ea rtlatwely
newphenomenon. Notonky did the fra-
casresultinano-holds-barred washing
ofdirtylinen in public, butall traditional
means of writing discrectlyand direcily
oreouching concernsin restrained and
measured language have been thrown
tothe winds.

Inacase ofoverreach, the LG thought
it befirting to comment on Atishi's pre-
decessorasCM of Dethid.e., Arvind Ke-
jriwal {also the leader of Atishi’s Party),
to pay her left-handed compliments of
beingathousand times better”, He be-
latedly wenton to revive the comment of
“temporary ChiefMinister” (to posit his
*hurt™) though he had expressed noth-
ing of the sort when the comment was
actuallymade, months earlier. Notmo be
left bebind, Atishi responded brazenly
by seating that the LG was acting like a
*proxy” of theruling party of the nation
and that the LG’ comments focused on
“griticism rather than constructive co-
operation”.

A needless controversy was stoked
and that rtmllcdiniuweringthedigniw
ofboth theoffices ofthelLG,and the CM

and calls have been made many times in the past but atense, ivesituation.where  Clearlyin m“mﬂdmmmm

governments have not responded or cared enough 1o Centre's bidding, becomes imporrane. — the i | majesty,sobri-
slowdawndmah_dmgeormmgm ns:mpm_ Ilcgn-mbly this Gubernatorial ag-  if they were to fhice that ol ol thelast

Sinceclimatech | e is rellingly dtob tisan politics  mindsofit that-be. Thisisnot

significantly higher priority thanin the past. Themeas- ':i"‘*‘gﬁ'“ states/UTs ""’“’? ?““‘“ 1 ie.LGofDelhi acasefor' "”bhﬁam&gum":lﬂ”f

: ; ; ouble-engine’ situation of the same appointees, as that is perhaps the only

ures to be taken should include establishment of dis- partisan persuasion ruling at Centre LG vs CMin Delhi statusworse than biased appointees, 4

aster management systems and heat action plans,
Agriculture, construetion, and allied sectors will be hit
the most and safeguards should be created to protect
them. There will be serious challenges to water and
food security. Sectors such as health, education, and
tourism will beaffected. Even now, thereis no compre-
hensiveviewontheimpactofclimate change onlife. Itis
surprising thatitisnot on theagendaof political parties
and leaders. (..Ilmamchan,gcmmams!henmstsenulus
threartol ial challenge that should
betreated assuch,

HMPV: Caution
over panic

eportsaboutth breakof idemiccaused
R:;y HMPV {(human metapneumovirus) and the
etection of India's first cases — in Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, and Chennai- may have revived mem-
ories of Covid. China has seen a large number of res-
piratory diseases caused by HMPV and similar viruses.
Photos and videos of people in China wearing masks
in hospitals and other places are being circulated on
social media, Considering the extent of impact Covid
had, people would naturally be wary of anything that
]unkshl:e an epﬂd:mn: Unde:r-.landab]y the spurt in

and state e.g., Manipur, even though
the handling of the local situation by
its government has been shockingly
ineffective, But, where there is no dou-
bl ; 4 el

151
concerns expressed by the Guberna-
torial appointee force-multiplies the
political pressure and a disconcerting
narrative gets built against the incum-
bentstate/UT government with invalu-

T be fair, the LG-CM sparsin Delhiare
notanew phenomenon and even aflict-
edthe Tejender Kh: Sheila Dikshit

certain degree of activism and caution-
mmer&ishuasarmnsdcheclmnnd
) byaGuberna-

erawhen both the Centre-state govern-
FIEAES WeTE Same, given the umquc!y
distributed ad
mﬁamngstlxﬂmﬂicﬁglucn Ddlus
“hall-stare"status. Thn:- 2

torialappointee uhnlmhutmlx ifthe
same is dene without fear or favour. A
hard look at the mess in Delhi is reflec-
tive of the unhealthy partisanship and

across all constitutional

camealot bl when
Najesh Jung wook over, unh B WOPSED

able‘coverfire’for the
in the state/UT (but the same partisan

with his Anil Baijal. Today,
the engagement has hit an unprece-

offices and ir

(The writer i o fowrmer Lt Governor
of Andaman aad Nicobar Frlands and
Puducherry)

RIGHTIN THE MIDDLE

The final curtain

Bengaluru'siconic
cinemas fostered ashared
cultural experience
V DESIKAN

live in an apartment complex be-
Ihlnd Sampige Theatre in Bengalu-
ru's bustling Malleswaram. [ was
disheartened to learn of its impending
clm\lre Hm‘e\.er I spon adopted a
b hical stance, acknowledging

rEII"x I""“\"I us
in other parts of the world, including India. Experts
have maintained that there is no need for panic over
the virus. It is not a new virus; it was first identified in
2001 and many of its characteristics are known, The
virusinfects children, especially thoseaged under five
years, but also affects those with deficient immunity
and the elderly.

The Union Health Ministry has said that the cases
were detected by the ICMR through routine surveil-
lance as part of efforts to monitor
respiratory illnesses, Ithas noticed
no surge in respiratory diseases
in the country and has said it is
equipped to handle the situation.
Health authorities have said that

2

cases are regularly monitored in
the country and they are in touch
with international agencies on the
HMPV situation. The claim that the
cases detected in the country are
the first has been disputed, because
the virus is an existing one. The children who have
beeninfected and their families have no history of for-
eigntravel. Karnataka Health Minister Dinesh Gundu
Rao has said, “it is yet to be decided if this is a serious.
public health concern, and if PCR tests are required™.

Experts are of the view that HMPV is like any other
respiratory virus that causes common cold, and it
could cause flu-like symptoms in the young and the
very old. Such infections are common in winter. The
‘World Health Organisation (WHO) has notyetissued
astatement orachisory on the current infections. The
Chinese government has tried to reassure the warld of
its commi toprotect thehealthof its citizensand
foreigners who travel to that country, bur the world
hasa trustdeficit with Chinaon the matter. The Covid
experience has taught the world 1o not let the guard
down. There is the need to expand testing facilities in
India, and wearing masks and washing hands is good
~with or without Covid, HMPV, or any other virus,

identified
in 2001,
are known

Experts call for
calm-many
characteristics
of thevirus,

that change is inevitable and the old
must often give way to the new.

My mind wandered back to the
19605, when T first arrived i m (then)

dore in search of &

The city's enchanting weather, gen-
the people, and vibrant cultural scene
captivated me. As a young bachelor
working at the Defence Research and
Dcvclowmm Orgnnsanun(DRDO) 1

had

cinematic journey began with Jeeten-
dra’s figri Dasr at the air-condigoned
Kino theatre in Seshadripuram. Ben-
gali movies, including Satyajit Ray

classics like Patker Panchali and Apur b

Sansar, were sereened at Rex Theatre

ita point to take me to watch them,
As defence employees, we enjoyed
umsumll:cﬁﬂsaul’e BRV theatre,

thelegendary Rﬁumwotmhelm
iéreot

«come for the prem

TOBEPRECISE

Under PM Modi, fe

;. 1t the UPA

gour: Linion Minfater

T

| BET YOU ARE HAVING

A GREAT TIME WITH THE

BIANNUAL 'DELHI CHALC'
TOUR AND ALLS

INPERSPECTIVE
Shouldpoliticians
setaretirementage?

Inadynamic, fast-
evolvingsociety,
relevantexpertise
may have more
political utility than
experience
GN BAJPAI

iticians, irrespective
P::d’ their age and state
of health, usually don't
choose to retire, Some just
Eade away, while others cling
o till the last breath, There
have been somse honourable
exceptions across the polit-
calspectrurm, like Jai Prakash
Narayan (JP as he was called)
and Nanaji Deshmukh.
Congress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge, while re-
leasing the autobiography of
former union minister Sushil
KumarShinde Five Decadesin
Politics, observed, “I thinkno-
body should retire from poli-
tics. I'm saying those who be-
lievein anideology, thosewho
‘want to serve the nation and
serve lhe commum[)‘. mey

venture R Terd Ganga Mailfinone of
these theatres, Incidensally, his 100th
irthdaywas recently celebrated.

Ome theatreinthe 19805, interesting-
ly, was even rumoured to be haunted.
Thestory went thataman, despite warn-
ings that the theatre wis haunted, went
alonetowatchamovie andwasterrified

cline with age. Currently, In-
politics is domi
Tabyy boomers, Understand-
ing the aspirationsof the elec-
torate which consises more of
generations other than their
own warrants a direct con-
nection with them. Many of
the senior politicians are not
even physically fit to travel
and be in touch with their
voters regularly, When they
aredefeated orarelikelytobe
defeated attheelections, they
make a quiet entry into the
Upper House Rajya Sabha or
ﬂte"a‘r.m]..eglslau\emncll

The perksof being
around

In quite a few cases,
becomes a self-nury
way of life, The love of office,
limelightand perquisitesthat
o with political positions
encourage many poliricians
to make compromises. The
idealogy, if any, disselves in
partnering with the political
formation of diagonally ep-
posite ideologies. In fact, the
decision 1o hang on has given
risennthe perpemuation of po-
litical dynasties. Successors
like therr parents or grand-

adh tler, poki ummmma(ﬁw
ok iy 1 d the
shaping the future of the na-  nuances of politics and often
tion. Their decisionsand con- — are not competent to sccupy
tributions impact the lives of - the seat of authority. Their
millions. They are expected  polities  produce subopti-

tomake informed choices JP
was persuaded o step out of

1 distinerly hing Dus-
tin Hotfman's TMCmu‘amrmﬂ Burch
Cazsidy andthe 51 starring

him, Heﬂed

vapolioe

Robert Redford and Paul Newman. We
would be lost in the pitch-black dark-
ness of the movie theatre for a couple
of magical hours,

Thoughmy Kannadavocabularywas

¥ most nostalgic moment was
watching Hrishikesh Mukherjee's

o lead the agita-
‘tion for the restoration of the
constitutionally enunciated
democratic order in India.
Theexperienceand expertise

Saevakam, with its powerful dial
still resonating in my mind: “Sagya
bolneka ahankar naki, satya bolne ka

lirnited and | barely under

guageback then, mycolleague insisted |
‘warchatkeastone Kannada mowie, Sowe
wilked up o the States Theatre in Ma-
jesticto watch Girish Karnad's Keadu |
muldlullwthr swrylinr.:hanksmm

city'sdiverse i theatres,
Therewere moviesin every possible

language—atrue reflection ol Bengalu-

ru's tolerant and eclectic cultare. My

suifase i
apriya, kitna bhi kachor kyun ma ko™
(o speakthe truth, you need courage,
notarregance, even ifthat rruthis dis-
reeable or cruel).
As | bid farewell to Sampige Thea-
tre, Tam reminded afthe profound im-

the hubof luru’s
cinema scene with Iconic theatres ke
Maovieland, Kapali, Sangam, Abinay,
and Tribhuvan, T was fortunate to see

pact these ci
Tad on our
cultural experience that transcends
FENErALIoNS,

reer is helpful and probably,
that iswhy he was persuaded
o lead the agitation.
However, in a dynamic
society where the socio-po-
litico-economic  order is
transforming with the speed
of light, experience is not
M.Fwiseislﬂcmﬁm

to a given envi

mal ourcomes, and soclery ks
deprived ofthe benefits of the
democratic franchise.

“I start with the premise
that the function of leader-
shipis to produce more lead-
ers and not followers," says
Ralph Nader, American polit-
ical activist. Dynasties believe
in in-breeding and distrib-
wte political offices o family
members, kin and dan. They
indulge in identity politics
and filibustering of bills even
for the national good. 1‘he
language of bi-

-partisan con
xnmsgclxhnﬂfln&ud.\nuf

circumstances, Nub]el.aul\r
ate Daniel Kah

nArrow interests.
That sald there are guite a

“Therearedomainsin nhlch
Stock

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR
Fare hike is unfair to daily commuters

This refers to ‘After 8 yrs, Namma Metro set to raise

dictory measures like this fare hike undermine their

fares by 40-45%" (Jan 6). The proposed fare hike in
Namma Metro, following the recent KSRTC bus fare
increase, is deeply rmubllng. These successive Iukes

. "

placean burden on daily o P
dw struggle

purpose. Abrupt price hikes strain household budgets,
create psychological distress, and erode trust in gov-
ernance. Affordable and accessible public transportis
vital for urban mobility and l.'qull\‘ The authuntws must

weaker sections, whoal
with rising living costs. The state government’s populist
schemes, such as freebies and the five guarantees,
aimed to ease financial pressures, However, contra

this decision and
‘natives to address revenue deficits without burdcnmg
the public further.
Basappa ¥ Bangari, Bengaluru

Keepitaffordable

Apropos ‘After & yrs, Namma Metro
set to raise fares by 40-45% (Jan 6),
the proposed fare hike is alarming.
‘While operational costs and network
expansion justify some increase, a
40-45% hike will unfairly burden
middle-income and student com-

facilitics and incentives for frequent
users, Public transport must remain
inclusive and accessible.
Srinidhi 5 Nair, Bengaluru

Bereal

Apropos ‘Will multilateralism sur-
wive? (Jan 6). it astutely articulates
1 filobal i

picking is a good example.
And in long-term policical
strategic forecasting, it has
shown that experts are just
nat better a dice-throw-
ing monkey.” “A leader is a
dealerinhope,isastatement
artributed 1o Napoleon Bon-
aparte, The glr.lbal r.aclery

fiew g sepuage-
narian politicians who gen-
uinely seek o serve society.
They, like elder statesmen,
should work for the politics
of change. Change te subor-
dinate narrow political in-
terests b the larger national
good.Change wbring young-
er generations in politics who
Thave the aptitude oo serve so-
clety rather than themselves,

compr
generations. It is understood
that the Silent Generation
(1925-1945), baby boomers
1946-64), Gen X (1965-79),
Millennials (1980-94). Gen

muters who rely on this

h

in a polarised workd. While multilat-

p On’enng i
off-peak hours and Sunda_-,-sls appr&
ciated but insufficient. The author-
iies should consider a phased fare
increase, coupled with enhanced

eralism isvital for addressing global

issues, inefficiencies and domdnance
by powerful nations hinder progress,
Global forums must reflect today's

who are prep: to slog
and make sacrifices. As King
Arthur tells Sir Bedivere,
the last of the Knights of the
Round Table, in Tenayson's
poem Marte dArefhur: “The

Z01997-2012) and Gen Alpha  old order changeth, vielding
(2012 to now) are all navigat-  place tonew™
realities by ensuring equitable par- ing the vagaries of their own — Freedom fighters and the
[ncupamn and erust. India’s push for a lives, Their hopes, aspirations,  first-generation  political
“new arientation” offers g woritiesandeven pref frame that emerged postin-
approach los:em:smga@emﬂ E €5 are not always common.  dependensceconsisted m
and inclusivity. To remain relevant, Many of the choices made by of suchindividuals. Their love
multilateralism must move beyond the politicians don't meetthe  for office, if at all it was, was
short-term power struggles and hopes and aspirations of dif- 1o serve the deprived. That
focus on building a stable and equita- Ferent generations, creed is disappearing fast.
bleglobal order. Meera Naik, a puppet the-  Millions of deprived Tndians
J. axre {that plays on mgnlllwe are beckoning for a changein
the pality.
M'Mmmamrewme«ﬁga‘::mm there should be a retirement (Thewriteris a former
et — ot endriten - wil be accepted ﬂgefﬁrwhnﬂanmmw chairman of SER and
Allletters must carry the sender’s postal forayounger LIC: Syndicate: The Billian
address and phone rurmber. iseonscious ofa cngmuwdr.h Press)
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Foster competition

Policy should not restrict quick commerce

s they grow their business rapidly, quick commerce companies have

oome under the scanner of the government. Quick commernoe isa unigue

business model with tremendows potential, not just in terms of valuation

butin creating a place for itselfin the gl world. Thy i
delivering on their promise to bring anything from groceries to conked food and
personal goods to consumers in less than 10 minutes, there and thereabouts, ane
being quizzed by the suthorities on their ‘This fiolk ]
made by traders, represented by the Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT). Thl'_‘
CAIT's argument is that quick commerce companies have violated the norms related
to foreign direct investment (FDI) in e-commerce, The CAIT's complaint to
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal specifically pertains to the use of dark stores to
keep inventories in alleged contravention of the FDI rulebook for e-commeernce. At
the core of the issue is the large network of kirana outlets and the adverse impact
that quick commerce may arguably have on their business,

While it's important for the government to strike a balance, it should not be at
the cost of affecting growth for busi that have de ed agility and
success. Notably, this is not the first time that the kirana angle has come to the fore,
prompting government action that can potentially affect healthy competition. For
example, FIN in multi-brand retail has been discouraged for years on the grounds
that kirana stores will be hurt. Conventional e-commerce companies have also
faced disnrption related to the flouting of FDI rubes after investigation triggered by
local traders’ protests. This is a critical issue in politics as traders and retailers are
considered politically important. In terms of numbsers, there ane around 13 million
kirana stores in the country and a large majority of them are in smaller cities.
Estimates suggest some 200,000 kirana stores shut down in the last year itself,
causing apprehension that quick commerce could be the primary resson for the
closures. Whille there's no scientific basis for the correlation between the two, espe-
cially a5 a lange majority of the kirana stores ane in smaller cities, where quick com-
merce is yet to cateh up, the government can help kiranas upgrade technologicalhy
so that they can be brought up to speed. The way forward should be constructive,
led by partnership and collaboration. Kiranas should make the best of the quick
commerce opportunity to grow bigger. Quick commerce companies must create
quality employment.

At a broader bevel, it's time for the government to frame the much-awaited e-
commerce policy, which has been in the making for years now. With new tech-
nologies and innovation — such as quick commeroe — emerging, a clear and com-
prehensive policy will settle many prickly issues that come in the way of building
futuristic businesses and value chains. The policy should not stifle competitionin
the name of FDL The adoption of technology and changing consumer behaviour
can change many business models. Therefore, the policy should be forward-
looking. India needs large investment for sustained economic growth and the
retail sector coubd be abig driver. Formalisation in retail can not only help increase
job creation, but increased efficiency will also lead to lower prices for consumers.
Restrictive policies for firms with foreign investment will affect competition, inno-
vation, and consumer welfare.

Dealing with HMPV

Govt must educate the public

uman Metapneumovirus (HMPV) appears to have infected the stock
markets with the benchmark BSE Sensex dropping over L5 per cent on
Monday on the news of the virus outbreak in China as investors foara
repeat of the Covid-19 devastation. The fear factor has been amplified
by reports of two cases in Bengaluru — a th nth-old baby, who has been dis-
charged, and an eight-month-old, who is said to be recovering. Since neither child
has a history of traved, there is some concem over how the virus reached India, As
yet, HMPV is not considered fatal and mostly infocts babies, infants, the elderly,
and those with immuno-compromise Itis, acoording to the Uni
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a commean scasonal disease that occurs
in the winter and onset of spring. Health officials also confirm the vins is not new
but was entified in the early 20005, In other words, the prospect of a Covid-19-
type health erisis is unbikely to recur at this ime.

OPINION 9

Overhaul sports administration

Governance and managementa

re fused, and the incentives of

administrators are not aligned with India's sporting success

-

he Indian Men's Cricket team's recent perfor-
mnnce Is being analysed threadbare in draw-
Asoften
I.oms, cllcloel becomes a game of blame. Players,
umpires, grounds, and sometimes even coaches and
managers become the unfortunate recipients of the
drawing-room: analysts” ire. Poor perforn Inthese

ILLLISTRATION: BINAY SHHA

posed SRB will have control over all sports bodies in
the country and will also have the power to suspend or
cancel the recognition for any national, state, or dis-
trict-Jevel sports body that Eallsto follow the established
normes, 1 belleve such control Is important, as sports
bud.ieshave a respmslblllwmme country and have
[ thelr respective spors

conversations is assoclated more with poor intentions
and ineptitude of the same people who were extolled
85 superhuman a few weaks

How cana brilliant captain inone domain perform
50 poorly in another? Or, for that matter, how can a
great talent known for perseverance and focus sud-
denly reverse character? Ask these
questions — not just in cricke, but
across any Indian sport — and many
Interesting parallels emerge, Why do
we rarely see consistency in team
spart performance in India? Why are
major sporting successes generally
associated with an indlvidual who
nvested that extra effort intraining.
coaching or admindstration? And, of
course, why dowe rarely see globally
competitive athletes or teams emerg-
ing from India? On top of that, why
dowe see so many politiclans helming or controlling
sparts bodies? Ask sportspersons such questions and
they polnt to poor facilities, training, resources, nutrl-
tion, genes, management, bureaucracy, dependence
on government funding, and move. These may be
true but are merely symptoms and excuses fora deep-
erunderlying organisational problem. And ifwe don’t
get it right, we may get a good outcome or two, across
asport ortwo, for & yearor bwo, but the organisational
problem will remain, and so will poor performance
and inconsistency.

The government ciroulated a Draft Mat lonal Sports
Governance Bill in October 2024. The version that [
came across i particulary interesting. as itaims, among
other things, to correct the argandsational mess and

LAVEESH BHANDARI

and the ability u(smq:emmmrepmsenl]nd.la
Unfortunately, mary, if not most, spoets bodies ane
run by a coterie, marked by lobbiles and pressure groups
on her, Allsgathons of
and nepotism are commaon, as are those of ineptitude
and sloth. of of such mis
ment Include not just poor perfor-
mance, but alse drug and sexual
abuse, At a more mundane level,
‘Olympic athletes have been affected
by lack of food, poor sleep and rest,
lirnited time to prepare for key events,
and more. While all of this reflects

1al itiathy

wods, whil
facing those involved in the administration of sports
that are most critical in achleving long-term success.

The Draft SGH, however, focuses largely on pro-
cesses, and 1 belleve that s symptomatic of how we
deal with the administration of sports in India. Take a
look at the currently operational Natlonal Sports Code
a5 an example. It focuses on whether the administrative
norms are met, elections are held. there s appropriate
rotation of stakeholders, ete. But what it does not leok
at s the reward mechanism of not just the athletes but
also the administrators governing sports in India.
‘Whether sports adminkstrators continue in their posi-
tions is not on how perform
during their tenure, but on thedr ability to manage the
politics of thelr spart. And, of coursa, politicians are
nanurally best suited for this role.

Many of these administrative positlons are vol-
untary, unpaid or poorly pakd, yet they have power
owver resource allocation and sportspersons’ careers.
‘Takea position, give it power, and don't pay the person
occupying it adequately; this §s a classic recipe for
ensuring no professional would want to occupy such
aposition, and only those with other interests, inched-
ing the well-connected or politiclans, will have any
Interest in helming them. [n other words, governance
and management s fused and incentives of such
sport admindstrators are not allgned with sporting
success. Onoe in awhile, larger-than-life figures reach
the helm, and while they are in charge, improvemsants
are observed, However, these changes are short-lived,
mu:‘h Ilhe thelnen'ure

foutofth

mmhlng.s meed tobe appreciated. Gﬂwmmnfdﬂ
organisation needs to be separated from Its manage-
ment. And those in sport administration need to be

systemic mi ment, we also
hawe examples of notable success,
India has made skgnificant progress
In & mnge of sports in recent years,
including chess, hockey and shoot-

Ing. In these sports, we can see both
the depth of globally competitive talent and global

Imcentivised. How would incentives
work In sports? First, in the case of corporate gover-
nance and manngme'nt. incentives ane based on cred-
In sports, per-

formance ir it arens

baodes, and inthe national arena for sub-national sports.
bodies, can and should serve as objective measures of
Impec h perfor

recognition of India as a significant player.
In all three cases, the avallability of funds has been
critical, but there is & more important similaritye A

o be rewardid through both monetary and non-mon-
atary med\anl!ms. Based on these metrics, Incentives

coach Im one, an ex-player in another, and a paliticd
in a third have been instrumental in the recent suc

would inchsde In the position, as well as
SOME monetary or nun-rmnetnry EEWBI'd Iwould also

cesses in these sports. However, in all th
success also reflects fadbure, as it has been d.Il\vwen b)
individuals, not systems.

Indeed there are many routes to success once we
can get the underlying model right, and that recognition
needs to drive the govemance of sports in India. | find
that asports body achieves success in India when indi-
widualks take it upon themselves to reach the top. And
lJveseirLdeuals then somehow succeed in b

p?

put in falely processes will be
overseen by a sports regulatory bnald(::ld:l] The pro-

ringing
and fashion the rght
env]lumnenl for spunspersons to flower in. In other

Theboard’s 2025 agenda

1 2025, boards will need to help thelr companies
navigate what is shaping up to be a turbulent

while fostering innovation and growth,
Hlﬂn;mdmﬂunnl’nlﬂm !IdIJecl and mutl

year. Here are some [ssues that will domi
their agenda:
litlcs: Often, the most glossed-over item on
thelr agenda, this is treated as a filler before and after
formal meethg! For most, the mindsat remains that

That said, the impact of an unchecked wi il o uld

Indialeasl ing) cy. However,

bew in thelight of the unpredictabile nature of vi ion, Although
India is not known to be anywhere near that prospect, it's proximity to China along
its northern borders, people to people contacts, and economic links with tln:
Association of Southeast Asian Nations make it vub to the rapid trar

of the virus, as has been the case with swine fu, avian Au, and Covid-19. Also to be
considered is the limited ability of India’s health infrastructure to cope rapidly with
anycommunicable disease, the ssymmetric fiow of information through govemment
systems, and the power of uninformed rumours that have the potential to create a
health scare out of proportion with the problern. These are developments that the
country can least afford at this juncture. To avert an avoidable crisis, therefore, it
I:I:numcs lmpurtam for hcnlth nulhnmlca at the Centre and states to offer credible
a o th nd prevention,

Effective comimund in local which 1and
offer sensible advice, are all the more critical, given the impending restart of the
season of weddings. That apart, the Kumbh Mela is due to begin on January 13,
With over 400 million pilgrims expected to attend the event in Prayagraj over 45
days, the Kumbh has the p »awifthy transmit the vinus locally and r
Luckily, with state-owned TV network Doordarshan offering an unmatched reach
of 650 million viewers, and a 78 per cent mobile phone penetration, the govermment
has at its disposal the tooks nmnicate sin »out the vims tothe
majority ut the popu.]uu.orL The fact that these tools are deployed by the Election
Conr nsmit i ion to millions of voters suggests that they can be
repurposed for public-health messaging.

As with most respiratory viruses, HMPWV spreads through direct contact with
an infected person. Touching contaminated surfaces, coughing, sneezing, and
shaking hands can also spread the vines, This form of transmission would warrant
aresurnption of the Covid-19 protocols of itising in crowded puhlic
places such as markets, malls, metros, bus and train stations, and performance
venues, Prosctive communication and prevention woukd go a long way towards
neutralising the impact of HMPY,

with
today, India can no longer be \-’Iewed. in I.sulatlmt Two
global wars are a recent reminder. In fact, it can be
argued that the butterfly effect s very
real ghven the scale at which the econ-
oy operates today.,
Supply chain disruptions, tariff
wars, bilateral agreements, all perme-
ats polition and pobiclas — monsnrey 3
fiscal. duty structures, and Incentives ;.
— and determine business strategy.
And belng “Jocal” is no Insurance, For
example, an agreement like the
Anstralia-India Eeonomic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement that lowers the
duty on wine, directly affects the pric-
Ing competitiveness of Indian wines.
Boards and the executive leadership
need to keepan eye on extemal devel-
opments to identify the risks and the
oppartunities arising from these shifts.
Al/ Generative AL Boards should focus on Inte-

AMIT TANDON

gr int {Al} nto fons
to optimise and |

All for innovation and differentiation. Al offers strate-
gl advantages through improved declsion-making
and enhanced operational efficlency. Al's predictive
anakytics can help new yportundties
as well as help mitigate risks that businesses face.
Given the pace of change, organisations failing to
adopt Al risk falling behind thelr competitors. Boards
must invest in wpskilling employees to help them use
this technology effectively. Regularly reviewing Al's
impact on performance and risks Is crucial. By pri-
oritising Al boards future-proof thedr organisations,
staying agile in a rapidly evolving digital landscape

THE OCCASIONAL
ASIDE

vated
succass. Boards ufben leave this to the executive man-

stror s
o senjor sport adminkstrators,

The Khel Ratna and Umacharya awa)ds cDuId:I
e suppl ol with, fior
Fowspumadmlnhum Tl hesamprinclplenpplles
to pundshments as well. The continuance of admin-
Istrators, managers, and coaches should not be
acceptable in the face of continued poor performance
by sportspersons.

Theann bor heads CSEP Research

ashift. Thel e fior Institutional

Fun'nlrugimm an:l\aenmnm pasl\aeenygemem‘
to "passive

Companies need to Iewwﬂ\e d.eeppwl.solupllal

agement. In today" this function needs
the board's undivided attention. As the Reserve Bank
of India(RBI) highlights in its recently published Report
on Trend and Progress of Banking in India 2023-24,
“employee attrition In private sector banks has wit-
nessed an increase to about 25 per cent.” This trend
Increases hiring and tralning costs,
poses significant operational risks,
leads to knowledge loss, and demaor-
allses remaining employees, Boards
must prioritise creating a strong
employer brand, fostering a positive
culture, and offering com-
petitive compensation and career
development opportunities.
Sustainability: Boards have cir-
cled sustainability but seem to have
reduced it to focusing on Business
Eesponsibility and Sustainability
Keporting, making it & box-ticking
exercise. They now need to change
gears. Focusing i

that investors offer to scale operations,
strengthen governance, and obtain market leadership,

Consequently, attention towhat
Is important to investors. beyond financial numbers —
namely, robuist corp and effiec-
tive: king. While these iten dddition to
mha‘thasm.dhom]l) beencnﬂngndamerem ape-
clfic afow

NmI.HmAppmtlmanelvuaoumpemes listad
om the main bourses last year (and about 240 more on
the =mall and medium enterprises exchange). While
theelementsof success for unlisted and listed compa-
nies are fundamentally the same, the timelines differ.
Unlisted family-owned companies may retain a gen-
eratlonal perspective on business even after Hsting,
despite the markets judging them quarerly; here family
ownership acts as a buffer. Unlisted private equity-
owmed n:rmpanle! are. focused on value creation to
max it —which i typ
within five y\aals leaving little time to set bong-tenm
targets, The focus of public Investors s very different

todwlsesamtlal in light of increas-
ing environmental challenges, evolving regulations,
stakeholder expectations, and the need to bulld cus-
tomer trust, For example, Tata Motors has been able
o focus on sustainability to attract eco-consclous cus-
tomers and differentlate itself in the marker.
Sustainable practices, such s using renewable energy
or reducing waste, lower operational costs and reduce
regulatory and reputational risks. As employees, con-
sUMers and investors Increasingly tilt towards envi-
Tor 15 it has become
imperative Fcn boards to embed environmental sus-
talnability into their core strategies.
Sharcholderengagement: The shareholding pat-

from that of private equity and families. Post-listing,
boards must step back, re-examine thelr pricrities, and
focus on building credibility with stakeholders while
establishing a sustainable business.

Issues like dealing with family disputes, which are
on the rise and relevant to a handful of boards, or swec-
cession planning. which is perennially important,
ensure that the board's agenda will always remain
demanding. As businesses grow, the operating emd-
ronment becomes more complex, and Investors
become more demanding, boards must be prepared
for their oversight and governance processes to face
greater scutlmy.

Best wishes for 2025

tern kschanging from onedominated by promoters and ith nstititioval Ievestor Advisory
retall investors to one where institutional irvestors dom- i Led, a ooy advisory frm. The
inan a8 IBundergoing X @mirTndon

breed low | global Ainancial In 2008 audited. published, and debated

Theriches of development

BOOK REVIEW

SANJEEV § AHLLIWALIA

conomic treatlses, says Prosenlt

Datta, adistinguished Indian edi-

tor and business journalist, can be
Frustratingly obtuse and reader
unfriendly. This attractively written
hook: {5 anything but. It packs a punch
desplte being deceptively slim. is care-
Fully but simiply argued and logically
constructed to educate the reader to
look beyond political posturing
forthe facts.

One suchisthe natbonal goal of Viksit

Bharat by 2047 when independent India

evenshort-term outcomes. Conskder that
In 2018 Indiaexpected tobea f trillion
econommy by 2022, The Covid-19
pandemicintervened, and we now look to
2026 (according tothe economist Andnd
Panagarlya), 0273028 (the prime
ministar dvisors) or 2029 —

prony forbeingrich at least on average),
eachwith & per capita cumrent income
above $14,005. China at the upper
middle-incomelevel but close tohigh
income. Indiaat 2,485 (2023)1s
extremely far from getting there. Evenif

the last year of Prime Minkster Marendra
Modi's third term.

Growth ksslowing, globalby and in
India, exports have slowed, any

Chi Apercenta yeartll 2047

and]ndla ard percent, wewill remain the

smaller econonyy. But, as Mr Dattaasks,

canwebecome developed, ne\terthe!e!!f
Themost detailed

sacialtensions. Rath outcomesenfeeble
theeconomy.

Achieving high per capltaincome
levelsby 2047 the auther notes,
requires an average nominal annual
growth rate incurrent dollars of B92 per
cent if the nupee depreciation is limited
mlper nem peryear;or 1L42 per cent if
lon is 2.5 per

lrupes
cent. How dothese gn:mth
expectations
compare with past
performance? To be

sure, Chi; wat
12percent peryear
1

d dodl .slwd.e\relnpmem'b'ymumr)
prices. dngthe trade deficltand istheUnited Nations D
rupeedepreciation, inflation and interest Programme’s Human Deueluprne'nt
rates remlnmgh.punlshing m Index, which assesses economiesby the
i i sfthedrp d ly by

Lrol.denA@E{Amril Kaal)] 8
neew target fora$30 trillioneconomy by
2047 Ison thetable.

netrics. Indlamnksat 134 {in
2022)outof 193 count ries and is listed in
the medium development category, not

OVET.
2023 while India
Erew at B.92 per cent
peryear in current
U dollar terms.
Repeatingthis fear
wintld require

 Price:t099

Diolng moreofthe same cannot be
the answer, Mot ls it advisable to adopt

periodically — in health, education,
large infrastructure Investments, and

theChina templ, if more statism
and centralised control, with woeful
recent results on growth, lower nowthan
in India. Prescliently, the author
high JUr ar i
|smecessary.

First, reverse theslide inour
statistical capaclty, practices, and

yreform

ments, to reduce double-
dipplngbetweenUniunnnd
state Programimes.

‘Third, ensurlng EMETEY security
‘whilst rec tensit
ofGDPremalns agoal, sans a cost-
effective imiplementation plan, beyond
expanding renewsable electricity.

WILLINDIA GET outputs. Notdolng N Flnally, we must adapeand Integrate
i 2 intopubl

RiCH BEFORE IT when our first and become aglobal provider ofniche AL

TURNS 1007 A [ donein | services, ditional [T backend

lity b 172 anda |obsared dzed.
Ruthor: Prosen|it Iesago. . AV -poals —suchas
Datta ¥ srmllrn:i-n rwnr;:lu:nrlnn
d nary politics —w
Publisher: Meph 5 ccurate, timely, enhaneingtrade compatitivensss, open
Pages: 138 disaggregated borders, integration IntDQubaLsupply

latais

essentlal for better

turns 100, the key
Dattaexaminesin thisbook. Ashe
pointsout, long-term pred.icliunsl.en.d.ln

oh

gowrong. it is difficult pr

digtribution. In2024, the World Bank
i

Iab-ewml.ngﬂm thesame as being. toodissimilar fromourrankof MEIn the maintaining alow
d d? Global comy ofbeing ypitainco inflati between the rupee
r.lchusepe'xrmlr herthanthe | Iy doesbecc aswe and the US dollar of one percentage
slzeofgrossdomestic product (GD ). gmwrl.chemﬂth lwnemeptm point. This rules out using inflation for
1that Mr E afuzzy ,' srup vth growthstimulus, requires closer
assure reasonable equality in income | o ns, degradation toavold

MBMwBMI.andmmnnmml A8sats)

shocks, and l.ighl.erenn.lmlwerthe
Ascal deficit than evidenced since the

of

mans
population trends, jobs, degenderised

chainsand incer

|ob-griented, privatelnw!tmemmr
public investment. All ofthis is &
reasonable p‘laybookfm geulng rich
andb i

labour participation, .
poverty levels. business Investment

and inflation. Second, it 1s notenough
to keeprtax rates high and spend more
through the budget. The efficlency of
publicspending must be forensically

P rﬂ.seu_ﬂrlh.rm isa Ismlmssbtandard
coliemiiist

The reviswer itennsullant, ecomomic
gomermance & energy egulation
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‘Kerala hasblacklisted agencies dumpmg garbage inneighbouringsta

K:rah. a ernilblazer in lveracy drives
and digial initiatives, is once again
etting a national precedent by
striving for zero waste status. The state’s
cumpaign, launched on Oc-
tober 2 last year, alms 1o declre Kerala
garbage-dree by March 31, Called Madfir
yannktharn Nopakenalam (Garbage-free
New Kerala), the initistive focuses on
entific garbage disposal. Kerala Local Self
Government Minister M B Rajesh shares
insights on the campaign's progress, chal-

I asures 1o prevent garbage
dumping inneighbouring states with Dff's
Arjun Raghunath, Svoerps:

How s th zero waste campalgn
progressing? Will it meet the March 31
deadline?

S far the eam) s outeome s very
satisfactory. The door-to-door waste
collection has incrensed from 47% n:PL‘m.

participation, The number of collection
centres hns also drostically increased, with
atleastone in cach hocal self-government.
Prrivate players are alsosetting up resource
recovery fm.\ll:n‘-iﬁsl Taudling non-deggra-
dable waste,

Whatare the major challenges?
The lintering culture continues to be nma-
Jor challenge. Even as bins are provided st
all public places, it is sad 1o see that people
hardly use them. The problem is more

acute in tourist centres, Tourtsts from

other states nlso seem 1o be the culpritsin
liering, Another proble nnapul:lk resist-

PANORAMA

The
Tuesday

lntemew

With
M B Rajesh

Minister for Local Self

Governmentsand Exclse, Kerala

ance s
near settlement areas, People are aware of
the haeards posed by unscientific garbage
treatment, but it is quite surpriging that
peaphe are not allowing the seting up of
modern plants chose i their bocality.

already underway on the need for selentf-

e waste digposal, As a resul, the people's

support for doar-to-door collection has

considerably impeoved. But the linering

culture needsochange, It haseven been

'nududlulin the sche n:laurimlum. Hopse
il

eollected s now Hss, 19 crorec »ﬂlmr«! [

7

g!

l\d rlrrdlnqur dumping garbage. Lumnlunuhk slmamm :In sLde san
ly initinted st actions  outcome of
|||w.la|||(k1|~un|.1ln gpericies tha llegally HmLL' weare Nvuu.»pt scial attentionto
bage in neigh sates.  waterl

Apart from enhancing vigil, a commit-
tew his been constinted to constantly

e MEC WISDE Manage
ment. '\ﬂchlc treatment units for septage
Wste treatment, which were introduced

monitor the agencies involved in garbage rimage, will be
eollection, ml.lh.hlqulcklym:pundul popularised,

h I from other
regard, What are your expectations for the
Areyou able to act effectively agabnst

W huwe alrencly taben stringent action

againstrnaiy b waste generators Ble

Ttk el ialls, Bue radlway authorities

amm[umumvlynum«lnuklnwlmw
I

Rs 2191
campagn,

Unfartunately, many bocal bidies are not
willing to sggressively enforce garbage dis-

While only 35% ol houscholds
payingg user fees for waste collection, 72%
of houselolds g e now nlylugﬂwmrl

How are
Awareness and enforcement are the
e measures o overoome these bur-

fiee, wh

dles,

PO

Enforcement has been mlmm.uluwlml
unscientific garbage disposal, and fines
have increased, Asa result, the toral fine

the bossc
Thirw apuranm. Despite the High
Court’s ivtervention, their representaties
lid not artend mectings todescuss the isue.

The Lok Sabha elections results canmot
e compared with those of local by or
Assembly polks. Despite sethacks in the
2009 Lok Sabha polls, the left front fared
weellin the 2020 local body election pnd
20621 Assemnbly polls by retaining power,
Such a trend eould be seen this time abso,
The omgoing "Waste Free Kerala'cam-
mutn digital literncy drives, and efforts o
poverty to declare the stare

posal norms, lcould bedueto fearof public

wrath, lly since the local body clec- Don't you think reasing ind-

tonsaresel tohappen this year, I lal:
due to unsclentific garbage disposal?
Obwlously, the | ingg number of

I'tis hard work to harvest, but agrowing number of small farmers and home gardeners
are cultivating the spice, still a precious import, for profit or simply for pleasure

JANE BLACK

ara and Chad Philipp had
never tasted saffron until
they ook a camplng eripwith
a family they'd recemtly met.

ir
s cooked m big pan
of paella, The Philipps fell for the sweet,
musky favour of saffron — and were in-
triguoed 1o beam it was the worlds mose
expensive spice.

On the way home, Chacl Philipp was al-
ready rescarching how to grow salfronon
theirthree-acre plotin the Majave Desert,
m.-ituf lam\ngtlu.]lm wile w 5 keen to

ne v
I|| iruck and spend more dme at home
with their childre

@ iy mined, D getob-
Chad Philspp
said, 1 was lile, "We're going todothis.”

A few months later, in 2021, the couple
put $20,000 on a eredit card to order
60,000 earms, thie bulb-like stems thae
produce the saflron Mower, And this pase
November, they harvested 250 grams of
safffvon, which they'll sell for a whopping
$100 per gram ch s 10 dimes the
priceal high-guality flrom,

The Philipps are part of a resurgence of
interest in growing saffron among Ameri-
cansmall farmers insearchof acash erop,
and among cooks and backyard garden-
erssecking the thrill of growing the spice.
Toslavy, farms are growing saflron in Call-
I'urnl:l.Wluhl.lmt(lll.'l‘r:as Pennsylvania
and Vermont, Martha Stewart (of course)
s salfron planted on her Gam in Kato-
nah, New York, And the Philipps have sold
more than $1 million worth of corms to
24, 000 customers.

played a key role in many of 111r world's
great culsings since am Ilrllu Thr:.'

Inelian sweets, Morocean ragines, hp:lnlsh
retlies, French doeliabadese and dachin, a
classic Iranian rice dish layered with meat
and dried fruit. Today, Iran is the largest
producer of saffron in the world, bue be-
cause oftraderestrictions, shoppersin the
United States will find the spice imported
Tromeountriesineluding Spain, Indinand
Alghanistan,

In 2023, necording w the US Depare-
ment of Agriculture, the US imported
175 metric tons of saffron. But domestic
production of saffron is so small — a tiny
Iravction of the saffronsold in the US— that
no one compiles data oo it One reason;
Saffron from abroad is far Jmoxmmw

DH ILLLSTRATION: D EPA HARICHANDAN

How saffronisbecoming
an American cash crop

yin colder climates.

Tt sadfron thrived, even in the no
emmost parts of the state, In 2007, theun
s newly formed North American

‘entre for Saffron Research and Devel
opment held it first workshop. Far mers

Despite her success, Price now cul-
tivates a smaller saflron crap. She las
Innlul W ﬂll‘ and nggressive m:nhtn

mmll\w\i wbclingy a lirebe bt 1o the total boe-
o line,"
The Phl|l|:|p‘|. wl\u Tarm in the Maojave

L the :ln) I'Im\u. m ane |m ke om1 h.:mln
1ses are
best harvested bcluner' and the

Desert | o make money selling

ulimn:lmul;. toconsumers. But o their

1ur|:rm. it was the much more afforda
hatcaptured thei

from Coun
imgton to learn how o grow, process .m:l
market saffron,

Melindda Price, i founder of Peace anid
Menty Farm in Kelseyville,
ome of them, A former te

& living selling carrots and kale." Price
explored several niche crops: wasabi, v
nilla, hops,

l'fll«lll‘“"l each Nower and re move IIal!Ilu
delicane stgmus by hand i T

nl.mln! in 3\1:!1 |||1J|1'

|I1.mm the United \ruuﬁ

J}‘nwnn“m hve been ulltlmﬂm. itsinee
the

.Iunml cra, when it was i m!u! on

lity exchange at
olel. The Pennsyhvania
embraced saffron, us-
n teas, soups and cakes, They even
it colonies in theCar-
i trade was upended by the

Saffron’s modern gold rush began in
2015 at the University of Vermont, where
entomologist Margaret er and the
agroccologist Arash Ghalehgolabbehba-
T beganinvestigating the plant’s viabil-

nmhd Ilrm artention the restod the year,
And saffron corms replicate themsehes
underground, A farmer who plants L0
corms may have 4,000 the next year,

In 2021, Peace and Plenty harvested
ich ylelded about 3.5

smells and lulf-. s mueh maore
Intense,” sald Perry Hoffman, the chel
and a partner ot the Boonville Hotel and
Restaurant in Northern California and a
Peace and Plenty customer. *You can tell
the threads are harvested at o
&0 less saffron goes farther in ¢
Decomes more cost eff

flowers open. Then cach stigma must be
Lol A by hanel

“Twas doing one flower per five seconds
at my Tastest, which sounds good," she
anlel. "Faat when vou lave 50,000 o da,
Wsdaunting,”

These days Peace and Plenty uses much
of its saffron io make products like salfron
lemonnde and saffron-infused honey,
which are solid moneymakers —and don't
require a huge crop, “A lot more people
drink tea than make paella,” Price said.

Jette Mandl-Abramson has come to a
e lusi i and her husband
mong the first American farmers
ke the plunge, plan: 120,000
eormain 2020 on L.énﬂ\-mr:nclrm'unu-
ic farm, Calobash Gardens, in Newbury,
Vermont,

The first years brought encouraging
harvests, But hewvy rainfall and a pun-
Ishing freese-and-thaw cyel
of just six grams of saffron in 202
B0 In 2023, Although this ye;
weghed in atmore thinn 360 grams, Man-
llAbrmrmson says that she, b, I focused
on malking safiron products, A saffron
tincture, used for medicinal purposes, is
her best-seller.

d love to say that it's changing peo-
ple’ all\ui"ﬁsnr.l‘iklmm wwhaohelped kindle
< new interest insaffron. =Bt

OUR PAGES &1 OF HISTORY

50 YEARS AGD: JANUARY 1975

Mishra’s death hasnolink
with Biharstir: JP

Indore, Jan, &
Sarvodaya leadir Jaya Prakash
MNarayam tocday deniod thar the Samadr-

puringiglent, which elaimed Mr. L. N
Mishra's life I I

25 YEARS AGD: JANUARY 2000

Freed ultras in Palkis
Maulana Azhar

Karachl, Jan & (AP & AFP)
Allthe three Kashmin militants,
Frovd by India, erossed into

P ||I<--un from Afghanistan and

Tls movement in Bihar. Anawering
quesitions at i Press Club bere, be sald
an aiten was being made o ereae
i ipsression thae thie Bclss were in-
volverl in his movement. He denjed that
Anand Margis were associased with the
Ieihear agitncion. Mr. Narayan said Mr.
Mishra was never "our ineget”,

were last seen on
lhl'l‘mld”l’ull\ Kanduhar “heading
ldstnn®, one of the freed
aalana Masood Azhar,
sabd hire today, The Pakistn clerie
Freel by Il i swags for hostages
om the hijacked plane, said that all
thiree miligants hod erossed together
inen Makistan from Afgharisan

the United States and
MNovember, with schools ¢
thecelel

1619, Taday the spirite

erness, ar

iom. The history and stories

related o Thanksgiving ﬂgrhn bk o
thanlesgiving

tnmnpm-sc-‘;.r.mlllm Iamnl:.w;.uh

of customers, many of whom have now
veaped dedr firstcropand will have cured,
repdy-to-use salTron this month,

sven know what sal-
A Gary Oversirest, a

this fall. “It's the most Uiptnlil\l spice in
the world, | want te make some rice and
secwhi like."

Paul and musician in
Happy Ca forrnia, has purchased
worms four times from the Philipps. Be-

eause his homeis *75 miles from the near-
est rraffic light,” he said, he decided five
years ago that it would be smart to grow
b own Food,

Backyard gardeners, who plant just a
fewdozencorms, don't fuce the same chal-
lenges asfarmersirying o growona large
seale, 1eekesonly aboutan hour o harvest
150 Mowersand remove the stigmas, That's
about a gram of salfron, as much as most
Americanswill use i year,

Selling the saffron corms has proved
so sucecasful that Chad Philipp is almaost
ready to stop driving his truck for good.
“Iesallabout spreading theword,” he said.
“Who doesn®t want 10 grow the world's
mostexpensive spicel”

The New York Times.

i pero poverty will e among the many
Enctors that will influence the witersin
favour of the LDF,

Al'music’s missing
the copyright beats

DEEVANSHU SHRIVASTAVA
AND SHREYA GOSWAMI

misation of musical stybes if not
managed properd;
While Al

eritbenl questions about
music production,
are not only transfo

music is ereated by
lenging the adi

ship, creativity, and the futureof

As Al technologies grow in-
crensingly sophisticated, they
ming how
5k chall-

efliciently, there is o risk that it

he fartificial  high-g

|r|l(|l|grm.L[ﬂl}.nmlu:py e fMich 3 i risk tha

vight baw inthe Indianmu-  may priontise loemulaic compo-
b Industry presents o com
and evolving landscape,

sitlons over innovative artisiry
This potential shift could dimin-
lish che diversity thar character-
ises the Inclian musie indusiry,
which has thrived on a rich ap
estry of culturnl influences and
individual expression, The ethi-
cal implications surrounding Al
inmusic creation alsswarrant at-
tenthon. As Al systemsik

rlsing
OWTRET

| para-

Tong governed o

w chis discu
of nuthorship,

lished

amission creates aml

iributes owners

and composers—who
theirenentivity into thedr
However, whenan Alsystermn au
h-humnll-clw.:\,lkl‘nwﬁupu'wnr

is the rightful owrer

the AL the user whio pro

intellectual property

advancements,
Recent Irxu | h.mlm
scone these o

digms of copyright that have
niustry, The
implications of Al-generated
music are profound, necessitat:
ing a re-evaluation of existing
legal frameworks to ensure they
addequately protect the vightsof
all stakeholders involve
artlsts o producers, Central
lon is the fssue

ndian copyright law, estab-
ander the Copyright
Act of 1957, does not explicitly
recognise Al as a creato

garding who bolds the righ
music produced by Al syss
Traditionally, copyright law at-
pio human

programmer who developed

it ereation, or does the Al isell
hold any claim? These questions
highlightacritieal gapin Indin’s

work that must be addressed w
keep poce with technological

wiIst datasets compri exisr-
ing musical works, there s a line
line between inspiration and in-
Iringement, Theuseol pre-exist-
ingeompositionsas training dat
ralses concerns about whether
Al-generated mius
conskberedoriginalor |

from

blishing cleareriteriafor
arrigginality within this congest is
crucial for ensuring that artists’
nightsare protected whilefoster-
inganerwirommenteonducive o
innovation. In addressing these
chulbenges, India must embark
oneomprehensiverelormsofits
ineelbectunl property liws,

A tworpronged approach is
necessary: first, adapring exist-
ing frameworks o encompass
the unigue role of Al in erea-
tive processes; second, estab-
lishing regulations thar chearly
define copyright ovwnership for
Al-generated content, Such
reforms should aim o balance
the interests of ereators with
those of technodogy developers
while promoting a vibrant and
sustainable creative ccosystem.
Furthermore, thereis an urgent
need for dislogue among stake-
holders in the music industry w
collaboratively developsolutions
that addiress these complexities,

By fostering collaboration
In-mu 11 human ereat

invest
works,

el

frame-

uml:l
in-

Thiey argue that thesse

prodhsce new eomposiic

llllrlll.lll-trL".‘IlNlll'Il

Mul.lc L.nmphmn. |mt|amdlnw
sudes against Al companies for
alleged copyrightinfringement.
have used copyrighted mu
withaut authorisation to o
their A maodels, whic

could potentially co impete with

il ach
dla can position lsell as a lead-
er in navigating the challenges
posedby Alinmusic whileensur
ing that creators are fairly com-
pensated for theircontributions,

As technology continues 1o
reshape creative landseapes, it
is Imperative that legal frame-
works evolve accordingly 1o
protect artisis' rights while
embracing innovation, By pro-
actively addressing th(‘a Baucs

h th

s that

artises o Ty i

important uruu!wau for how
copyright kiw applies 1o Al-gen-
erated workes and could reshape
the relutionshipbetween human

|I||\mu|uu. P relorms
and collnborative efforts nmong
stakehobders, India cancultivare
anenvironment where both hu-

man art Isery and Inhmﬂnglul

Ative process,

vl

Moneover, as Al wnlmurt o

theere-  advane 1 coexdat

l?llk|)‘ ullmmld\ e

vlhmnl msical hmmpw
whrionstam

how

terms, The rise of Al-gene

OASIS | SANDHYA VASUDEV

T behind this wonderful ereation

that help maintain the ecologieal
balanoe, to the teacher, nedgh-
Bsonar, anel laat bt not least,
friends and family whostick
around wlnmluu umbles,

||a:|n1|u|1ul [mcl‘lnnxluuungk table,
nted salesasa

Ih a ])I’!Ill\v‘
mmlluuu'cunng]lmmy
and linked 1o

.Jumu[puhln grivtinucke,
The essence of thanksgiving

beavtiful and oughe to became o daily
practice, Man universally should leam
1o be geateful to what be directly or
inclirectly receives—say thanks to the

welk-being.

I i simple 1ovsay the words,
“thank you," yet most people hum
and harw and prefer 1o be sikent. This

that sustains us, 1o the fora and funa

another, so where is the necessity of
expressing gratiude? Many a time
deserving people are deprived of recog:
nigin, so-when some good comes
your way, learn o be grateful.
Silent gratimude is not useful
unless it showcnses itself
in some sort of immediate
counteraction, Forinstance,
aco-passenger helps you with

iy be their ego within that says, well,
they deserved what was received from power supply or delivery of the daily

el learn eo be gratedul for the
routine, lke uninterrupted water and

erences alld CONSMm o [t

music could lend o a homoge-

I'll u cleart, and Shreya
o (s assistan i pro,
et School af Law, GO Goenka

Elniversity, Gurugrarm)

perated

The essence of thanksgiving

hanksgiving week is abserved in

Bunch bos at work, because ifthere is
disruption in any of these, it turnsintoa
I thing, Fill your heart with gratiode
and see a iransformaton in the way

o view and aceept situations, The
earcumstunce that you are in miy not
e ome of the best, but be grateful tha it
s not worse than this, Look around and
see peope suffering mare wrmoil and
pabm, anl be gratelul for what you are
sulfering, Be gratedul for the presence
of thedivine in nature, always ag work,
Girntinucle reachies out o the hardess of
hearts and can also be instrumental in
rvokings this emaotion in an ungrateful
person, Try it.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

A STRONGER STEM

More women in I[Ts is reason for cheer. It is important to ensure
that passage from classroom to workplace remains unhindered

HE INCREASING REPRESENTATION of women in the Indian Institutes of
Technology [1ITs) marks a pivatal moment in the journey toward greater in-
clusivity and gender equity in India's premier institutions of higher educa-
tion. It is alsowelcome affirmation of the larger and irreversible shift in soci-
etythattop P e

INVOLVES US ALL

2 EDITORIAL PAGE
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WORDLY WISE
AWARDS ARE LIKE APPLAUSE, AND EVERY
ACTOR LIKES TO HEAR APPLAUSE.
— RaLPH FIENNES

Hindutva’s Ambedkar puzzle

Hindu unity, Savarkar’s project, was the opposite
of what Babasaheb sought

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

AVIGOROUS DEBATE in the recently con-
cluded Winter session of Parliament has
brought i im-
portant political isswes of our times. What is
the relationship between Babasaheb
Ambedkar, the architect of India's
Constitution, and Hindutva?

Two contradictory impulses appeared in
ﬂu:dchaw: The BJFs principal claim was that

ince the

tay thi under the Rig ixyear

mnrt'thma:ly other major party,
icular, to restore

implementation of a supernumerary quota of 20 per cent for women i
mpnrcnng programmes, in'which mm scats were created instead of reserving them
ing pool, IITs i ficant surge in ok ArlIT-

Kanpur, the mumber of women rose from 908 in 2017 to 2,124 in 2024; [IT-Roorkee saw
276,36 per cent jump between 2019-20 and 2024, 11Ts in Chennai, Mumbai, Guvvahati and
Kharagpur, toa, sawcummrnsuratr]umps inenrolment.
The upsurge rrﬂ:tlsap.mun. between i

ambition and avail-

the justly inthe na-

tional puhlu: realm. However, thcspecdlad
Amit

into the claim that the iconisation of

Ambedkar had become too much of a polit-

«cal fashion, and if only similar attention was

jpaid to God, one would eam a place in heaven.

ability of is aresult of good-faith ction, Initiated in 2018, The former was an attempt to embrace
the quota in ITs inreshapingan ic space that has histori- -aled ridicy 1]: wm;‘h‘;“r“x:uhamw
cally beer inated T infrastructure upgradesi mofmore O ! il
hostels, recreati WOITIEN, Some c: h pecial ]’clhapsunr tuuld Ix:gln with hcvw the
open-toor policy for P These original

mast "thcclassmnv\dwn:wnmm
uporshipout,
and Far between. The change challenges the old narrative that STEM is a field for men,
and signals a future where women's voices, ideas, and innovations will be indispensable
in shaping the country's intellectual and technological future, Given that of the tmotal en-
rolled students in engineering and technology — according to the All India Survey on
Higher Education {AISHE] for 2021-22 — women still comprise only 1.3 lakh, while 276
lakh are men in th itis crucial to bridge the gap.
But as with medicine, where for every 100 men there were 100 women enrolled in

are all weloome

way back tothe
19205 and 1930s_ For those early years, there
isnobetter guide for us than VD Savarkar, the
father of Hindutwa.

Luckily, a new book — Savarkar and the
Making of Hindutva {Princeton University
Press, 2024) by Janaki Bakhle, Professor of
Hlsn:lry lhlw:rsltyulCaldnmla, Bi:rh:k-,l -

Savarkar's thinking.

Tcn years inthe mak:lru’, Bakhle's book com-

medical colleges in Indiain 2020-21, the increased pr f women in [T
counted as a job well begun. It underscores the need for greater systemic support to en-
sure that
place remai

create.

that from classroom towork-
that the [ITs continue to

where i and quippe

The focus must now :n.iu

syolurminous
writings in Marathi, including his plays, po-
ems and essays, which are well-known in

English, litthe known outside. Savarkar wrote
copiously about caste, religion and nation-
hood, and al. on Mahatma

all the support and resources they need to sur:u:c:l The India Human Dy
Survey, by the University of Maryland and the Mational Council of Applied Economic
Research, that has ual:lu:d changes inthe |N|:‘S of Indian households between 2004 and
2024. sho p

to enter the :
aculture of inclusivity allow them to realise their potential more fully.

in their lives, one area
With more: poised
icie ip,and

READING THE FALL

Stock markets are weighed down by global, domestic factors.
Forinvestors to reassess positions, more clarity is needed

N MONDAY, STOCK markets crashed, with the BSE Sensex ending the day

down L6 percent. The howeever, lier. Some

of theother Asian The Nikkei index was

dowm 1.5 per cent while the Hang Seng fell by 0.4 per cent. In the Indian

markets, the selling pressures were broad-based, not just limited to the larger compa-

nies. The BSE Midcap index fell by 2.4 per cent, while the Smallcap index declined by
more than 3 per cent. The Nifty VIX, a fear gauge, was up 15.6 per cent.

The triggers for the fall appear to be both global and domestic. On the global front, in-

westors are apprehensive about the possible changes to US policy after Donald Trump is

sWOm in as president on January 200 Cnnn:ms over the possibility of qulu:r tariffs weigh

Gandhi and Ambedkar.

As Vikram Sampath’s biography of
Savarkar had also earlier noted, Bakhle em-
phasises that Savarkar was a persistent critic
of caste. But Savarkar's position was different
from both Gandhi and Ambedkar. Gandhi's
unrelenting focus was on untouchability, a
“sinful” denial of hasic dignity to millions of
Indians As lm'rlrcﬂmtam:ihicﬁrrllyms

caste per se. h-
ahility required eradication, the four-vama-
based caste system simply needed reform.
Minus the hierarchy and untouchability, the

Though critical of caste,
Savarkar never argued that
the caste system was a
centuries-long structure of
dominance and oppression,
and a birth-based, radically
unegual, distribution of
group dignity was built into
it. Anti-Brahmin arguments,
ruling many intellectual and
political circles in Bombay
and Madras Presidencies at
the time, did not draw his
sympathy. Indeed, he argued,
the project of Hindu unity
could be pursued under
‘enlightened Brahmin
leadership’. Thus Savar

[ according to Gandhi, Il si
p]yﬁlnchnnasadmunalld:mrmnﬂr
historical links of castes with ocoupations.

" Tr .

tem required annihilation, not just untouch-
ahility. The caste hierarchy and its horrors
were anchored in religious texts, without
which Hinduism was inconceivable.
ich-
ahility. Ambedkar was born a Hindu, but did
not want to die as one. Before his death, he
converted to Buddhism with his followers.
Bakhle shows that Savarkar's views on
caste were located between

for a unified nationalist movement against
British rule . Over time, oppasing British rule
became less important to Savarkar than cre-
ating a united Hindu commumity against the
Musslirms, who might rise again and dominate
the Hindus, but whose disloyalty to Indiawas,
to him, far too evident. IF the “untouchables”
and lower castes are not i rated in the
Hindu family, they “will join forces with the
Muslims", whose demographic numbers

d ¥ onver-
sion, Toput itin mudl:m suclal scienoe terms,
Savarkar's projectof meng-

Gandhi and Ambedkar. He was constantly
critical of Sanatana Dharma Tohim, caste was
“an cntlmru; stmctum of stupidity, naivete

ingall castes into Hindu ethnicity.

oppasite of what his own project sought. He
wann:d to “annihilate” caste and leave

2" it mereid-

otic superstition; and “the cow, Vedic chants

Though Savarkar ini-
tially had some sympathy for Ambedicar, the

", But
Savarkar also believed that ins de-

projects

served no special ire for thclr behaviour.
Rather, prejudic

ment was unambiguously clear. He called
“a man... burning with hatred

theentire system. Kshatriyas and Vaishyas op-

pressed everyone beneath them; upper

@JHR Hinduism”.
‘The Home Minister's Ambediar ridicule

thelower Sudras; the “un-
touchable Mahars”, a caste to which Ambe-
dkarwas born,did not look kindly at those be-
lowe themiin the hierarciy, These “rulesof bad
behaviour” can be altered if we change our
minds. The "untouchables”, according to

‘s ultimate judg:
ment of Ambedkar as a Hindu hater. But sois
Hindutva's Hindu unity strain embedded in
Savarkar. Batenge toh katenge (if divided, we
will be :Il:tllmm:l,\ the new political refrain
ofHindutya, i Mlustra-
tion of Savarkafs Hmdu unty project, to be

pur hierarchy,

Savarkar, can and should be given access to
- thi

Vedic i
E Though
= Savarkar

but an enermy.

Theelec ignifi f Dalis

Caste SySem was 3 cenburies-long structure
of :Iamjnann: and oppn:ssinn. and a birth-
based,

digmity was built i m it. Anti-Brahmin argu-

from their numbers. They are numerically
larger than the estimated demographic size
of Brahmins, if not all upper castes :uy:ﬂv:r

\amh

and is not

mr:nts.m]mgmany]nhcﬂcctual al of Dalits
i iesat  asanicon, b\uthwalsosccthrfnnstlrunun

:lv: time, did not draw his sympathy. Indeed,  made under his leadership, as an emblem-

ji i itycouldbe  atic canon. A fulber incorporation of Dalits
pursued under cnhghhcw:d Brahmin lead-  into the Hindu unity project lsnot pum'bll:
ership”. Thus Savarkar tohaveit if and “his™ C
bath ways: Tn cnact ﬁdlcalmﬂ:lrm wn.hout threatened. However, since Ambedkar had
completely p o no interest m Hindu unlty Hindutva's
key Savarkar’s criticism of caste  easily resolvable.

‘attemipted to have it both
ways: To enact radical reform
without completely
alienating the privileged elite’.

was “instrumental”. it was "primarily moti-

diate m‘nd to unite Hindus against Muslims

(in marked contrast with Gandhi whose cri-
i

The writer is Sof Goldrman professor at Brown
University, where he also directs the Saxena
(Cemter for Con termponmry South Asio ot the
Wintson Institute. Views are personol

BubpGET AND THE FARM

Uniform taxation across agri-markets, research funding, can tum sector around

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

IT'S SAID THAT mistakes don't kil us but per-

heavy. The policy stance of The first ich sisting with them can be fatal. The govern-
preater clari ight vpolicyis ment should introspect on why farming
likely tobe. Thlsml]l\avrlmplicanm\slnnhrdullarandthcrumcf‘ ic front 1 imploding Inthe p etdi
afer Iy Lth s over the pedform- cussions on agriculture with the Finance
Fi tneithe jus {October-December). While some K‘I"""" o4 ol
are hopeful of a bounce back, others are circumspect, expecting earnings to be subdued. s Th d
There is a view that after the slump in the second quarter, thl:ewnmmc has £ raticobduracy, this crit-
picked up, whatis less cear is the extent of the pick up. G i cal audit i i

‘weak, The Centre’s capital expenditure, which has been a key driver of growth in recent
years, has been wanmg during ArmI-Nuurmber itwas actually 12 per cent lower than
Iasr)rar—and foreign t In the first da)sumwmwyul
foreign p ' Some
reports suggest that virus outhreak in China.

Clarity f these i e over the next few weels, prompting in-
westors to reassess their positions. Alongside, how the upcoming Union budget and the
February meeting of the monetary policy committee provide support to the economy
will also influence sentiment.

THE COMEBACK

After a rough few years, the Golden Globes is doing
what it does best: Getting the party going

HD DOESNT Magmmmchatksmry?ﬂn:cnldcnclubcscn-
On. st with

I have pondered forvears as towhy the FM
. Ay

pedally when the

at the specific request of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmer Welfare. Most of the
suggestions are either repeated anmually or
have no relevance to the budget. But [ must
admmﬂrdgr the AM's N:maﬂuhll: patience
toer on-
sultations with farmers and economists™
where. invariati . P e
dustry find their way in.

It was heartening to leamn that the Union
Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
met farmer representatives prior o the budget
session, possibly the first Union minister for
agriculture to do so. The Indian agricultural
research system has cunslstl:ntly failed to

with critics for

The Gol does not even have
the data on revenue

cop.

ONSUMETS.

abk: it never was,

The market fees and other charges from

with the pntrnnal to double the yield an:l
where India is excessively dependent on im-

in 2018-19 The Gol does not even have the

parts, we the govern-
ment deploy Rs 1,000 crore per year on
gramjchickpea in pulses and in oilseeds, soy-
abean(kharif) and on mustard {rabi) for eight
years. That is the time to achieve a research

as it has been doing and expect sharp im-
p— Ar 1

ollection for later years. Even

i ifthe collecti
five years, itwould notexceed Rs 2,000 crore.
Short-termism of financially constrained
states would makoe them refuctant to forego
revenue and label such a nudge as an assault
o the federal structure, The Bharat Knshak

:15 per cent of Indian farmers grow only field

thc Centre, through thc 16th Fmancr

orops (no or animal ]

cuul:l offer to financially com-

and over adecade, have NEar 26
oF negative growth rates in value of output.
They are distraught. Meanwhile, problems
around marketing of perishable horticulture
produce N:majn unlEBD]\ﬂ:ﬂ. Brua:lly oven a

pensate five years for the reduc-
tion in their fees and charges on horticulbture
produce to 01 percent. A nominal fee should
be charged for purely administrative reasons
llhcmllamru;aml mining rral-mmdata.ﬂm

collection for later years.
Even optimistically, if the
collections doubled over five
years, it would not exceed
Rs 2,000 crore. Shore-
termism of financially

c ined states would

yield

:lu: lackof funding support and the tendency

??wSubs\‘ancz ‘was recognised with the Best Female Actor [Musical or

Comedy) award — the first such honour for the actor in her 45-year-

long career. Recalling the day when the smpt for thl: Coralie Fargeat film came across her
deskin her h, * “you're not done yet.™

The universe might well have whispered these words to the Golden Globes which, af-

ter arough few years, appears to have recovered some of its lost mojo. Never quite as pres-

tigious as the Academy Awards or the Emmys — the other two major events at which

allcrop
l]lpcsklassrs such thata crmcal ms:ma for

1ge s not ac

make them reluctant to
forego revenue and label
such a nudge as an assault on
the federal structure.

lcad o an inverse 50 per cent fallrise in far-
mgzate prices. Cognisant of the problem, the

isinfine: T
of “One Mation, One Tax".
= "

be higher,es-

;furms to un-regulate agricultural markets.
Smu: then, the complexities around reform-

pecially
ing agriculture prove that strategic thinking
cmthc use of land for meeting competing ob-

s by enact- Thlshas]cmhl:na:mun-
ing counils, y increased. ¢ making Bharat
Equially, unil i viksit” S I about India,
h:tsacrnssh\dla{lllmGSl’]mllmthrwwy as far as its Fanmrsalcmmd there ane
furlmpulm:d reasons fior As a farmer, my ap-

inflation and price Aluctuations. Most i mpm'
tanlly the c'a(pccmnun is that this will ignite

proachis try and Fail, rather than not try at all.

The writer is chairman, Bhant Krishak Samaj
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Haollywood ¢ f—theCl ErEMOny was, the STALEMATE ENDS But *the time schedule for the Army's with-  protest over the LIS deployment of nev mis-

that set the tone for| Scandals,ine i di | siles in Europe. | hope (the talks) will set our

and racial bias within the Hollywood Forcign Press Association (HFPA, thl:bodythat @n AKALI DAL WILL respond favourably toany  Sikhs," and "the Army has to come out. and c toward 5

theC ionsagainga former] entre for, set- the sooner its internal security :I!mcs are  on : and verifiable ag

byl:lrln:lustrfsl " € in 2021 and broadcast ¢ in 2022 Steadily de- t!_l:rncm_nlthr]’u_md:publcmr]_cm_cnls in  ended there the better,” said Gandhi. Shultz said.

clining Awiared i i and the grown the Abali ranks that continu- _QATET e |

g o AT heworstinieght decade isay. e e et dopbon o s US-S0VIET ARMS TALK  BJP POLL STRATEGY
eremony, the Golden Globes has scripted i hack. US SECRETARY OF State George Shultzand  BHARNTTYA JAMATA PARTY has left toits state.

SRPTTS tO. the red carpet nuld be theCentre Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Glumylm ar- jits tohold talk j for the

hoth il isi - rived chmalm'talks on ms with other
hoped for.Th for o PM ON P i — ition parties. This was
: . . T ppas

travessial, ‘“'“"’“'“': 1 N FUNJAB The talls between Shuitz and Gromyko will  indicated by BIP general secretary L K Advani

fiar Best Foreign sting. Thisyear's ratin PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi has said that ~ bethe afterthe cone P

Wicked (winner of the Cinematicand Bm(Oﬂmcﬂ\chlmmnt:mard}. may not be “defying the Army could be wi from Funjab 1 i medium-  ecutive. The party id the di-

gravity”, but the G it

It's got the party going.

when its internal security duties are ended.

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

range nuclear missiles in Movemnber 1983 in

|

vision of Opposithon votes, Advani said.
[}
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