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A lesson from the Democrats’ ‘woke’ debacle Targeting a Dravidian icon
Tamil nationalists are to weaken Dravidian ; Periyar
onald Trump's return widescale distribution of jumped from 32% in 2020 to 46%
to the White House is ‘economic incentives. in 2024, said Edison Research.
ant lesson Ms. Harris's and Mr. Gandhi's property, abortion and birth
not just for Democrats, campaign relied too much on The Congress’ mistakes control. He... exposed the
but political actors everywhere fighting for the liberal order. There | In berating big businessmen every male superiority inherent in
who are attempting to contain was little reckoning that the day, the Congress also the cnnce'pts of chastity like
burgeoning right-of-centre politics Anando Bhakto reason why demagogues are able miscalculates kalappan bgsthehindu.co.in Tamil Nadu karpu and pathivirathi that ap-
and powerful demagogues. - - to sway voters is because their espedaﬂyoflld?a‘saspﬁ:ﬂmul ply to women.” i
M. Trump won both the Journalist covering dishonest accounts have already class, no longer just eriyar EV. Ramasamy, Though Annadurai left Peri-
electoral college vote and the politics and the rendered the liberal order as a dire | metropolitan and tier one social reformer and yar to launch the Dravida
popular vote. This underlines that Kashmir anfict threat for the majority, who are population. India's )outh share founder of the Dravi- Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) as
the anxiety of democracy's willing to be partners to upend it. the conviction that for the country dar Kazhagam, remains the an antidote to the hardcore
defenders over the erosion of the Mr. Trump pledged to upend an | to grow, business people have a central point of political dis- atheism preached by his men-
constitutional order is not the order beset by “fleeing jobs", crucial role to play as wealth course in Tamil Nadu decades tor, Periyarmcipkl re-
people's anxiety or even their “critical race theory”, and generators and job creators. They after his passing in 1973. It has | Brahmins, who were con- | mained a guiding force for
preoccupation. The people do not “criminals pouring in" with the demand a coherent plan become difficult to ellmmam signed to the margins in the | Dravidian parties. Both An-
have revulsion for dictatorial MAGA (Make America Great propelling India's growth, Periyar from the id wake of the ofthe | nadurai and Karunanidhi
aspirations if they are enticed with Again) movement. Mr. Modi The Congress offers none. Its spectrum - so much so that | Dravidian movement. were at one point highly criti-
a story promising them a better offered “Hindu reawakening”. dole-out politics has been partly even one of Tamil cinema's Periyar was never consis- | cal of Periyar and lampooned
future and protection of interests. AntiTrumpism in that backdrop successful in Assembly elections. biggest stars, C. Joseph Vijay, | tent with his views. He recon- | him through their writings
was interpreted as hurtling But the people are not content declared him one of the guid- | sidered them according to the | and cartoons, but they could
Two two campaigns towards e where with relief; they want infatuation ing lights of his fledgling party, | changing circumstances, with | not fully eschew his ideology.
As Mr. Trump strengthened his outsiders augmented their with a dream. MAGA induces it Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam. | good intention. "His five de- Periyar believed that Tamil
commitment to bring back interests at the expense of white and Achhe Din induced it. The The followers of Periyar insist | cades of public life have seen | society could not be liberated
manufacturing jobs, there was Americans. Anti-Modism is caste census does not. MAGA and that but for him and his refor- | several political storms and | without breaking the back-
reason to harbour . In his interpreted as the Congress’ Achhe Din will (mythically) come mist movemnent, Tamil Nadu | shifting stands. But through all bane of Brahminsim, rooted
insistence to make the U.S. less unease with placing the priorities for everybody. But the caste would not have made strides | this he has remained unswerv- the concept of caste hierar-
interventionist and focus on fixing of Hindus on top. census will benefit only the Other in various fields. ing in his fierce dtyhybinh The Bharatiya Ja-
domestic issues such as “porous A pragmatic course would be to | Backward Classes. It hinders However, in recent weeks, | to ‘liberate’ Tamilians fmm nata Party could not make
borders", which, he said, led to engage the electorate with amore | Congress’ ability to reckon with Seeman, the chief coordinator xhe shackles of p in Tamil
“criminals pouring in” and tempting narrative while avoiding diverse demographics. Also, given of Naam Tamilar Katchi, a Ta- | religion and God," wrote the | Nadu despite its campaign
absorbing job o) ities, there collision on sensitive areas. In the party's unease with Mandal mil nationalist party that | communist leader, Mythili Siv- | against Dravidian parties since
was protection of interest. 2020, the Biden campaign had pol:ﬂu its sudden fidelity for it polled over 8% of the votes in | araman, in her article, “The | humanism is the bedrock of
Democratic Party candidate underlined that the election was pears insufferably convenient. the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, | Relevance of Periyar: Caste or | Dravidianism. Mr. Seeman,
Kamala Harris highlighted the not a “partisan moment” but an Tnd:y dmldeaofasm)mmdy has made Periyar the main tar- | Class Struggle’, which is part | who has an unmatched talent
machinations against democracy, “American moment”. The assertive prime minister who can get of his attack. Mr. Seeman | of the book Haunted by Fire: | for stirring controversies, has
but in making it her overriding message went home to be trusted to place a positive spin has selectively resurrected Pe- | Essays on Caste, Class, Exploi- | targeted Periyar even though
theme, she renewed concerns disillusioned Trump voters, unlike | to advance India’s lofty global role riyar's long-forgotten com- | tation, and Emancipation. he was once his admirer. Ta-
about her being “woke”, which in Ms. Harris’ and Hillary Clinton’s has become a desideratum for ments against Tamil language, Asaniconoclast, wedded to | mil nationalists seem to think
contemporary political lexicon campaigns which focused only on | most voters. But the Congress” literature, and culture to por- | the idea of rationalism, Peri- | that they can weaken Dravi-
indicates extravagant positions on anti-Trumpians. Delhi Chief over-reliance on regional parties, tray him as “anti-Tamil". yar rejected all ideas that were dmn parties only by under-
DEI (diversity, equity, inclusion). Minister Arvind Kejriwal who deny it a frontal role and have Tamil lists seeking | & le with science and lng Peny.u' 's principles.
Her message was repudiated. understands that calculus. In hardly an effective geopolitical o replace the Dravidian | denigrated human dignity. He have protected their
In India, Congress leader Rahul 2022, when asked about his road map, reduces its appeal. movement have begun to | launched scathing attacks Iangmgeandmhunfmmthe
i's “mohabbat ki dukan” party’s goalpost, he remarked: *1 The Congress must exude the blame Periyar and his ideolo- | against Tamil literary works, | onslaught of Sanskrit and
(shop of love) looks like an don’t want to defeat anyone, 1 air of being in command and gy as the root cause of what | i li the by from ies of
adaptation of America's woke want the country to win." declare that it will partner with they call the “evils ravaging | mayam, Silapathikaram, and | by nonTamil rulers. Tamil Na-
culture, which frames the The attractive alternative vision | only those who accept its Tamil society” They reject the | even the Tirukkural, idolised | du has had nonTamil Chief
pro-democracy argument in a for the country must emanate pre-eminent role and its vision on term “Dravida” to collectively | by his disciples C.N. Annadu- | Ministers. Tamil nationalists
narrow term of merely opposing from people's expectations. Ms. national security and India's address the people of Tamil | rai, M. Karunanidhi, and oth- | argue that the Dravidian
an autocrat. But for the poor, Harris’ campaign miscalculated international goalposts, or else sit Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pra- | ers. He was furious whena Ta- | movement has failed to en
democracy is less about waging what the people 1. For in Oy This would send desh, and Karnataka, and are | mil scholar in Pachaiyappa's | surea place for Tamils and has
‘war against an autocrat to long she upheld several out a message that it does not have highly critical of Perivar's | College justified the decision | allowed nonTamils to domi
preserve institutions and the The attractive consuming obsessions of the Left avarice for power but seeks power comments that “Tamilisabar- | of Kovalan, the hero of Silap- | nate the public and political
social fabric and more about alternative indudilga single-payer health to secure the people’s interest and baric language” They often | pathikaram, to leave his wife | sphere. Such arguments are
immediate economic redress. The vishini for a insurance system and ban on India’s interest. The allies will not say that Periyar’s so-called Knnrum “beame she was nu( bound to be put forth since
farmers’ movement was a X fracking. It lent Mr. 'n'umpin disappear - they need it as it hatred for Tamil and identity politics has occupied
powerful exposition of dissent country must effective arsenal: “Comrade needs them. But before allies and culture stems from his origin | “Periyar... champmed the | central stage in Indian politics.
against an autocratic regime, but emanate from Kamala” scare. His share of the the people believe in its as a Kannada Naicker. They | cause of widow marriage, | It remains to be seen whether
the poor did not desert the Prime people’s iﬂqunkmls,mnyofwhmn leadership, the Congress has to are in fact more vocal about | marriage based on consent, | people will take the ‘Periyar
Minister, given his government’s expectations have fled communist regimes, exhibit leadership. their criticism of Periyar than | women’s right to divorce to | versus Tamil nationalism’ bait. +

The rise and rise of UPI digital payments

There has been a 10-old increase in digital payments from 2018
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igital payments increased

maore than 3.5 times in va-

lue between 2013 and
2024 - from 772 lakh crore to
2,758 lakh crore. They grew in
volume from 222 crore to more
than 20,787 crore in the same pe-
riod. In the last five years alone,
digital ents in India in-
creased by 1.6 times in value and
6.7 times in volume, as per the
RBI's Payment Synzm Rzpon

The p

Payments
revolution

Data for the charts was taken from
the RBI's Payment System Report,
December 2024

Digitaf payments increased more than 1.5 times
0 vatle between 2013 and 2024

2019 to 83% in 2004

Chart 1: Comparison of UP| and other

dia is mamly driven by the Unn‘n:d
Payments Interface (UPI), which
consolidates multiple bank ac-
counts into one mobile interface.

Chart 1 shows the comparison
of UPI and other payment meth-
ods in digital transactions over the
years. UPI’s contribution to the
digital payments ecosystem in
terms of volume rose from 34% in
2019 to 83% in 2024. While the vol-
ume of transactions through UPI
increased by 46 times between
2018 and 2024, from 375 crore in
to 17,221 crore, other methods of
digital payments doubled to 3,566
crore. Overall, there was a 10-fold
increase in digital payments to
20,787 crore from 2018.

Chart 2 shows UPI transaction
volumes and values since 2019.
While the volume surged from
1,078.75 crore in 2019 to 1,7220.80
crore in 2024, values increased
from 8.37 lakh crore to 1246.83
lakh crore in the same period.

Charts 3 and 4 show the vol-
ume and value of UPI transactions
Person-to-Person (P2P) and Per-
son-to-Merchant (P2M). P2M tran-
sactions grew at a faster rate than
P2P in terms of volume.

Charts 5 and 6 show the share
of various digital payment meth-
ods in the volume and value of
transactions in 2024. Though UPI
accounted for over 80% of all digi-
tal transactions by volume, it con-
stituted just 30% in terms of value.
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India and US. decide to ban
illicit trade in antiques

New Delhi, Feb. 5: India and the U.S. have
reached an agreement to give a boost to mutual
co-operation for a number of programmes in the
fields of education and culture. They have also
decided that the two governments would soon

enact legislation to curb illicit trade in
antiquities.

The decisions were taken to-day at the end of
the three-day meeting of the Indo-U.S.

crore)

Sub-Commission on Education and Culture.

A joint communique issued to-day said that
the meeting of the Sub-Commission was in
preparation for the meeting of the Indo-U.S.
Joint Commission on economic, scientific,
technical and cultural cooperation to be held in
Washington on February 13 and 14. The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Y.B. Chavan, and U.

Secretary of State, Dr. Henry Kissinger, wnl] lead
their respective delegations.

15,000 The Sub-Commission is ane of the three set
up under the Indo-U.S. Joint Economic
10,000 Commission during Dr. Kissinger's visit here last
year.
5000 Mr. G. former Vice-Cl
1683 ofj:w;harthehruUnivamy led the Indian
378 delegation while Mr. Robert Goheen, Chairman
M 2021 2024 of the Council of Foundations in New York, led
his side.
The d the Sub C
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Instruments NACH 514 okl frox
NACH 326 Treditcards 248 i i
s | — = Gold imports from America
N {215 | Prepaid Payment | 027 London, Feb. 5: Some indication that the gold
Debit cards 084 Instruments stream may be beginning to flow back from
NETC (inked to 008 BHIM Aadhaer Pay | 0.01 America to Europe and elsewhere is afforded by
bank account) NETC (imked to | 0.002 the weekly bullion letter of Messrs Samuel
BHIM Asdhaer Pay | 0.01 bank sccount) which shows that during the week the
AePS (Fund 0001 AePS Fund 0.0002 gold valued all in thousands of dollars at 50,314
Transfers) Transfers| has been d as ef for
N from New York compared with 11,110 in the
Transfe, NETC: AePS. week. The former amount includes
0 Poyment System, paid oy 17,989 for Australia, 17,775 for India, 5,000 for
H12019 H2:2024 waflets, et Berlin, 4,700 for Europe and Far East, 2,800 for
Europe and 1,500 for Holland.
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unavosdable because, prima
facie, it's got to be avoidable
undess proved otherwise
Thus, the provisional ver-
dctafthe January 29 air s
dent over the Fotomac river
of Mnﬂﬂ\ DC is that it

ABHUIT BHATTACHARYYA
LIFE MEMBER, ALRONAUTICAL
SOGETYOF INDIA

HE Januwy 20
cold evening mkl
collison

CRIT00 regional et outside
of Reagan National Aliport,
Washington DC, which killed
all aboard beth the fying
machines, has brought the
question of fight safety back
on the public platform,
While no conchusion can be
amived at before the comple-
ton and evelation of the
sccident Inquiry report, It
nevertheless, is plausible o
bulld a soenario o under
stand the nuances of Night
safety, which is of universal
) and

dable. How? Visu.
Ahrlhrllrllrvl of the Bom-
burdier passenger aircmfl
Gliding down to the 5 204-foot
ranway 1533 at the approach
wpoed of 140 km per howr
under alr traflic controller
(ATO) guidance, the passen-
or ol was  allegedly
mmumed into by an sy hel
opter at an altitude which &
much atove and beyond s
designated and  prescribed
altitude. Consequently. both
the vertical and horantal
separation of the two fying
machines turned into a com.
mon fireball
Indisputably,  therefore,
whereas the pasenger ai-
oaft was following the
descent procedure through
the ATC, the army crafl had
wone astray, What failed?
Man or machine® Under
standably, the US aviation,
along with other non Amen

First, aviation & an inher.
enlly  unfegiving  world
wherein only the champion
lives 10 fly another day and
the runnerup has no place
whatsoever Hence, even the
slightest of an error by man
or the tindest of machine mal
function could be futal. This
makes an sccident either
avoidable or unavoldable
However, no mud-air collision
nomally can be termed

@n ope i in @ tiezy,
owing 1 it being the US cap-
Ral ety alrport, in the vicink
ty of the dwellings of rulers
of the superpower
Heremalier, we need not g
further mnto the realm of spec
lation but await the accident
inquiry findings on the “what,
how, why' and other nitty.
otties of drounstances and
factors leading 1o the mishap
and future remedial actions

OPED
What went wrong in DC's crowded skies

I the ambience of Mght oper
ations in and around Wash-
Ington DC Reagan National
Alrport, which handles more
than 800 Mights per day, mak-
Ing It one of the busiest and
maost crowded US airflekds
One can argue that since the
DC adrport has three runways
W handle the traffic what
ookl be the problem? Pre
dsely’! Those theee runways
e the probilem becawse none
of them runs pasaliel to each
other All three intersect oach
other, It is Bloe the Mumbud
srport’s  1LMTfot  main
noway 2708 being ot
through the middle by a
shorter 9810600t 14-32 run-
wuy. Fortunately, the shorter
Mumbad rumway it yet as
sy as the DC one owing to
dioult Might  manceuvre
from either stde, for both take-

The moot point, thek

off and touchdown for bigger

The three runways
at the Washington
DC aiport are the
problem because
none of them runs
parallel o each
other. All three
intersect eachother.

and heavier abreraft. Else, life
ool be a nightmare for both
adr traffie control and operat-
ing fying crew in Mumbal
Herwe, the Mumbal 27.00
(East-West axis) Thane Creek-
WwAnldan  Ses  runway
remaing the madnstay of the
metropolis aspont

Coming back w0 the DC
Reagan airport, the mid air
ilision has opened a Pan
doray box as wolcanic erup-
tons from varous quarten
have made things acutely
embarmssing for the US gov
ermnment, led by an ivepress
ible and mercural new Pres-
ident of the US (POTUS),
Donald Trump.

The © his sy, the
POTUS has been discainful
townrds the mishap. Tuking o
political potshet, he has
Dblamed the ‘diversity, equity,
inchusion” policy of his prede-

cessor He has, thereby, given
awerto technical fallue even

plane was ot 325 feet ot the
time of the impact, thewely
flying well over its restricted
dest od hegght of 200 feet

machnewvather factors

eading 1 the alr disaster in

the periphery of the alrport
Under ! Captain

Nowonder Mark Stephens,
former pllot of Delta with 30
yours of scoident. free flying,

s ders New York's La

Cheasley Sullenberger — oo
sdered a national hero of the
January 15, 2000 Arbus flight
ditching at the Hudson river
following o twin-engine fall
wre afler take-off from New
Yorks La Guards runway
twherein all of the 155 aboard
hit back at the

wao, called the POTUS

remark ‘despicable
Indeed, top VVIPY need to
remember that even the most
wasoned US pllots shud-
deved 10 state that “every
thing unfortunately, lined up
for this accident 1o happen’
owing o the fact that Wash
ngon DC ares alooe has
more than 80 alrports and
helipads within 30 miles of
Reagan Notional  Adrport,
induding six military ones
Phus, more than 100 choppers
routinely fly ot low alttude
near the alrport along & river
comdor which cuts though
Inand out’ passen ger planes
o and tenuch-

Guardia and  Washington
DC's Reagan airports as "par
ticularly dangerous”

Purther skeletons tumbled
ot of the US aviation cup
bowrd to inform that there s o
huge shortage of ATCs

Also, the wality is that the
TACAS (traffic alert and coll
son avoedance sy stem) surely
couldnit have been as effec
tive as it should be because it
doesrt provide solutions at
Jow altitudes in atroraft land-
ing for safety reasons, The
systemn reduces the number
of alerts it bsues as a plane
descends in order o avold
false alasms from other air
ault on the gound. The
TACAS is taken over by the
GPWS  (gound  prosdmity
warning  system)  before
touch-down. Dont forget, the
mid-alr collision happened to
the descending passenger
raft and the chopper should
have kitered below the run
Wiy approechan g Bom-
barcier with 80 aboard.

Thus, whatever the inquiry
report, the fact is that it isan

Mmﬂnm

Choppers are strictly to be
below 200 feet and, yet,
Natuomal Transportat on
Safety Board (NTSE) invests:
ators determined on Rebru.
ary 2 tself thot the passenger

dable flight safety fall
ure midair disaster over
water or technically called
CFIT (contredied-Nlight into
terraink,  wherein  the
machine is under control
and, yet, human emor causes
it to crash nto the terrain

Sowing discontent: Budget cuts threaten farm sustainability

lakch crore of corporates kans,
bt Finance Minister Nemala
Sehamman has not waived
Srmens loans worth Rs 16,000
awe The increase In the
Kisan Crodit Card credst kemit
will only resull in iIncressed

- debt for farmers. The govern-
XN NSTER A L e
The Finance Minister spoke

HE & for dly about
various  sections hrwuﬁmmdwh-nm
of agriculture In  country We need 1o do this
the 202520 Union  quickly. But | dont see this
Budget is o happening in the near future
mixed bag. There are incre-  unless Gamers are assured of
mental P n for crops.
credit access, research and ‘lhfym-h-lheunmy-'
specific cropfocussed mis  sufficient in wheat and peddy
slons, But the overall reduc:  production.  But, in  the

tion in budgetary allocation,
capital expenditure and ladk
of focuson climate resilience
and rural infrastructure rais-

efforts will depend on effec
e fund utisation, tuns pur
ent  implementation  and
timely Interventions W
address agricultural distress
Without addmssing these
issues, achieving sustainable
growth in the fum sector
may remain a challenge

Farmers have been agitat-
Ing for puschase ot minkmum
support price (C2+50 per
cent) since 2017, but the gov
ernment has not made any
allocation in the Budget for
the legal guarantee of pur.
chase and loan waver.

This Budget will mudee furm-
ers move indetted. The gov

whence of MSP for many oth
er cropa, thelr iIncomes have
poe down, along with the
water tables in Punjeb and
Haryana. This is a big disin.
oentive ndwill make farmens
wary of sowing pulses.

The minister spoke of agr
oulture as the int engine of

oo, Unfortunately. all these
wectorns have been accorded &
low prioeity. The minister has

IDEAL: Agrcult ure Investimernt should be 10% of the total budget ependure. s s

Inflation and the increasing
ost of fertdisers, seods and
Iabour, the stagnation in the
PMKISAN support  could
reduce its real smpact.

The agriculture  sector
employs more than 60 per
cont of the working popule-
tion and contributes 18 per
ont o the ountry's GDP
The alloastion for agriculture
s Ra 171 lakh crore, which s
only 3.37 per cent of the total
budget of Rs 50 65 lakh crore.

1f the farmesy’ income is to
be doubled. the agriculture
sector will have 1o grow at the
mie of 2w per cont. T
make Indlis & develoged coun
try by 247, the GDP should
also grow at the rate of B per

repected all
of the Agriculture Padtiamen-
tary Commitier,

The PMKISAN scheme
alloowton oAl
unchanged despite the nang

nt. A t

should bearound 10per cent of

the total budget exprenditure.
The cut in the allocation for
fertibisers i likely to impact

the fertiliser mh-tlv T™his

I'he increase inthe
Kisan Credit Card
credit limitwill
resultinincreased
debt for lirmers.

Ra 15650244 crove as com-
pared to the last Onancial

curvent financial year This
egion requires far more for
moovery and growth.

The Budiget falls to address
specifie challenges faced by
farmens in states Bke Punjb
and Haryuna, where onop
deversification, water scascity
and Increasing input costs
remain prossing issues. The
IERSIeS ATC SOeN 38 geners
and not tageted enough ot
reghons with distinet agrcul
tural needs.

On May 12, 1904, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttar  Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi
and Uttamk hand had signed
a watersharing agreement
for the Yamuna river It was
ntended 10 reslve disputes

year's revised et tes of
Re 1,53,003.29 crove.

The new intiatives like the
National Mission on High-
Yiekling Seeds and the Mis-
shon for Cotton Productivity
are promising, but there s no
dear roadm, fund alkoo

over ing among
the states. Thive multipur
pose dams — one ot Renuka

10,000 nesw medical seats, but
the shortage of trained facul

The Budget does not ade-
quately cover the challenges
faced by the education sector

port. Rural schools lack baske
fincilities ke toudets. drinking
water and electricty.

It s suprisdng that even
after 78 yeans of independ-
ence, the governament has not
been able 1o provide clean
drink ing water and has anked
for three more yoars Lo pro-
vide it. The figure presented

(HP) and the LakhwarVy
Multh Purpose Dam Project
MPDP) and Kishau Dam in
Uttarakhand — were 1o be
1. The Centre had

tion breakdown 10 ensure
effective implementation of
the schemes.

A mission for fruits and
vegetables has also been
planned. But in view of the
carlier programme for toma-
10, ondon and petato (TOP)
which was bter expanded
and termed Greens not
showing much results, it will
be interesting to see whet her
this thrust helps achieve the
desired results

The Finance Minister allo-
cnted R 41,000 croee to JAK,
which & down from

o contribute 00 per cent of
the cost and the state govern
ments the remaining 10 per
cent. All three projects were
deared by the authonties
concerned. Work was started,
but #t has now been stalled ot
ol thewe dams for masons
best known (o the Centre.
The Fnance Minkter has
sabd nothing about this

The health sector in the
Urson Budget 2025 has sever
ol gaps. The budget increases
spending on tertiary care and
phoscal medical infrastrue
ture, but the PHCs, CHCs,

by the ot of having
provided tap water 1o B0 per
cent of the rural population
s not true

The Budget also lack s inno-
vative mlutions W pressing
economie bssues. 1t primarily
aims 10 woo the middle class
and certain sections of voters
of Bihar and Delhi, neglect-
ing the needs of the common

people

It also falls 1o provide sub
stantial support for b o
ation. The budgetary alloos
tons for this are insufMcient.
Strong governance, montor:
ing and regulstory meforms
are needed. Without address-
Ing these concems, India's
vision of an inchisive and
developed nation by 2047

ernment has waived Rs 160 input costs for farmers With  year,  the n Re 4227714 aove flom the  avil hospitals and rural hos:  may resmsin ehasive
UICK CROSSWORD SU DO KU
- TR s
I Of the required 2 Sudde het 9 2 5 8 o '.-..““-
e - 0 overwhelming
sndud (22.7) four (8) s ol
9 Deprive ulmuu:uh VA dreaded person (4) Chandgarh 22 08
10 A charscteristic (5) 4 Small stone-frut (6) ' New Dol 28 o
11 Puncrilious (4) § Abwolute ruler (%) Aryitsar 19 o
12 Sonall pant (%) 6 Swong desire (7) 3 6 1 Sathinds 2 o8
4 Optamsi (6) 7 Admmate
16 A Scoetish dish (6) advance (7.4) LA EAIE 1]| Jsendher |15 OB
1% Women's underwear () 8 Shont distance (6.5) 3 ’ 6 1 r 1/9 Ludhang 20 o
19 Compuner of Brandenturg 13 Grand (%) » al2le Bhiman 21 o8
Concenon (4) 15 Sertdom (1) Y. 22 06
22 Mk satable b pose (8) 17 The semsitive 7 2 ‘ 3 9|87 Sime 20 o8
23 A cdlmary herb () 0
4 Start o work 20 Besides (5) 9 3 b £ ‘ Ohwramesla 18 00
beiskly (%) 20 Ak fox (4) FEBRUARY 6, 2025, THURSDAY Manali 5 o
Yesterday s sabution @ Srana Samat e Shimia 13 02
Acrossc | Hobart, 4 At lengsh, 9 Incite, 10 Jingotsm, 12 Huff, 7(9(1 ‘ Brag Fara w7 | Smage W4 02
13 Bulky, 14 Clue, 17 Earthshaking, 20 Here and there, 23 BMagh Puwnn 20 | Jammu u o
Need, 24 Askew, 25 Clap. 35 Pass over, 29 Domain, ¥ ‘ e s | Nagh 01 43
Rupeas. 1 Fowely + 5l Paka Toe D 0 10 1064 Leh 0 -4
Down: | Meighien, 2 Mack five, § Rite, § Thick-skinmed. 6 gy, 712 ‘ ‘ .-..-. Yops @ 40 6.42 Detwadun = =
7 Grisly, % Hamper, |1 Ruthlessmoss, 15 Cheek, 16 Unity, 1§ iy Sy Masscole 17 03

Teluade, 19 Weapoary, 21 Smiper, 22 Versus, 26 Polo, 27 Pour.

EASY B Moo 1 Teuna S0



06

Che Tribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

Justice at last

Rogue cops deserve no leniency

HE wheels of justice have tumed at a
painfully slow pace for the families of Bakdev
Singh and Lakhwinder Singh, who were
killed in a fake encounter in Amwitsar in
1992, At long last, a special CBI court has
paved the way for much-needed closure, Two former
Punjab Police officers have been awarded lfe imprison-
ment for eliminating both youths, who were falsely
branded as hardoore terrorists and framed in u munh-r
case. ‘Complete justice', h r, has
fiveof meuddl-d mnm the protracted trial, whlll-
two were acquitted. The homifying truth came to light
only after the CBI, acting on a Supreme Court order
passed in 1995, took over the probe into large-scale cre-
mation of unclaimed bodies by the state police. That was
also the year when human rights crusader Jaswant
Singh Khalra, whose biopic (Punjab 95) is mired ina
censorship row, ‘vanished' off the face of the earth. A
CBI investigation revealed that he was abducted, tor
tured and murdered by cops Khalra was targeted
because he knew too much about the 'disappearance’ of
Sikh youths during the era of militancy in Punjab.
Thosewere nightmarish times for the border state —
the carte blanche given to the police to root out terror-
sm led to extrajudicial kilings and other excesses. Ter-
rorism was eventually eliminated, but not before thou-
sands of innocent lives were lost, Many police officers
have retired or died without getting their comeuppance.
The verdict in the Baldev-Lakhwinder case should
serve as a cautionary tale for rogue cops not only in
Punjab but also across the country. Fake encounters
continue to be a scourge as trigger-happy law
enforcers opt for short cuts and ‘instant justice’. Com-
mendably, courts are sending a clear message of z2ro
tolerance; the political class and the palice authorities
themselves must follow suit. At stake is the credibility
of the guardians of law and order —and also the sanc-
tity of Article 21, which guarantees every citizen the
right to ife and personal liberty.

Offthe field

SC warns against political meddling in sports

HE Supreme Court's censure on Tuesday of
the pal f sports adr in
the country strikes atthe heartofa festering
problem. By directing the Centre to ensure
the participation of the women's kabaddi
team at the Senlor Asian Championship in Iran, the
court laid bare the tangled web of political and buresu-
cratic interference strangling Indian sports bodies, The
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Trump stirs the Gaza pot

‘Bizarre’ has become the new byword in Washington under Trump

NAVDEEP SURI
FORMER AMBASSADOR
TO EGYPT AND UAE

T first, the come

ments from US Pres-

ident Donald Tramp

sounded Ble o cross

between  random
musings and digjointed mm-
blings. His desire to buy Green-
land fromthe Danes, annex Cana-
da asa great 515t state of America,
reclaim the Punama Canal and
rename the Gulf of Mexico, and
his prodivity to deploy tariffs as
an instrument of foreign policy
weren't just bizarve, They harked
back to the heyday of imperial-
ism in the 19th century, to atime
when foreign terntories could be
conquered, bought or sold with-
out any reference to the Jocal

VITAL QUESTION: WKl the US support ksraeli PM Netanyahi's ambition 10 annex the West Bank? seutoe

lightly”. As Netanyahu smirked
with visible satisfaction, Trump
went on to say that he expected
Jordan and Egypt to take in some
23 million displaced Palestini-
ans from Gaza and that he was

hal: and

fident of pe " King

nomics ruled the roost

The reactions from shocked
friends and netghbowrs about the
hostile acquisition bids came in
fast and furious, while friendly
souls in Washington DC tried to
figure out which part of which
comment could poss ibly be inter
preted as Version 20 of Trump's
The Artofthe Deal

‘Bizarre’ has become the new
bywoed in Washington. The Pres-
ident’s February 4 remarks on
Gz as he stood alongside lseraell
Prime Minister  Benjamin
Netanyahu in the White House
were par for the course, In the for
mal setting of a White House joint
press briefing and while reading
from a written text, Trump
declared, “The US will take over
the Gaza Strip and we 1l do a job
with it, too ... well own it and be
respansible.... We're going to
take over that plece, and we're
going todevdop it”

For good measure, he added
that he saw it as a "long-term
ownership position” and that
“this was not a decision made

Abdullah II und President E)Sisi
1o do so, having previously hint-
ed that US aid gave him the nec-
essary leverage over them,

But this wasn't the usual case
of random Thump musings. The
intent had been telegraphed in
comments over the past week.
And it was taken seriously
enough for a group of Arab foe-
eign ministers, including those of
Jordan and Egypt, to issue a joint
statement from Calro on Febru-
ary | that any plan that encour-
aged the “transfer or uprooting of
Pulestinians  from their land”
would threaten stability in the
wgion, spread conflict and
undermine prospects for peace.

The Soudi foreign office
responded with o late-night
response 1o Trump's comments,
reaffirming Riyadh's “complete
rejctionofany infringement on
the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinkan people, whether thiough
Israeli  settlement  policies,
annexation of Palestinian kands
or attempts todisplace the Pales-
tinian people from their land.”

As Netanyahu
smirked withvisible
satisfaction, Tramp

said he expected
Egyptand Jordan to
take insome 2.3
million displaced
Yalestinians.

The statement added, “The
duty of the international com-
munity tocday is to work to allevi-
ate the severe human suffering
that has been inflicted upon the
Palestinlan people, who will
remain committed to their land

war and establish full diplomatic
relations with Isuel. But instead
of reaping the peace dividend,
Egypthas found itself in the unen-
viable position of being calied into
dean up the mess after every
lsroel-Guza conflict — in 2008,
014, 2018 and since October 7,
223, Over the pust 15 months,
Egptian  intelligmce  officals
have worked dosely and without
finfure with counterparts from
Qutar, Ismwel and the US 1 work
out the contours of the ongoing
ceasefire and concurrent release
of Ismell hostages and Pal

meets President Trump in the
‘White House on February 11,

Beyond these immediate con-
cemns in Egypt, Jordan and the
larger Arab world are a flood of
questions that defy a rational
explanation. Images of tens of
thousands  of  Palestinians
streaming  towards  their
destroyed houses in northern
Gaza following the ceasefire sug
gest that they intend to rebuikd
their lives ina place called home.,
Trump has suggested that he
could bring in US troops t0
implement his plans ifhe has to,

Has the Trump administmtion
considered the legality of a forced
displacement of people? Is the
displacement temporary or per-
manent? How would they force
the Pulestinians out against their
wishes? Bomb them 10 extine-
tion, a la Israel? Will the US also
support Netanyahu's ambition to
annex the West Bank? And has
Trump looked at the possibility of
getting drawn into another forev-
erwir despite his own promise to
extract the US from such con-
Micts? How does that play with
the solationist preference of his
MAGA supporters?

Thump is keen to deport ilegal
migrants and close his country's
boeders, but wants Egypt snd Jor-
dan to generously take in a couple
of million, Who pays to resettle
them? Who pays to create the Rive
fera of the Middle East that
Trump ks el din

prisoners. The threat that Egypt
must take displaced Palestinians
has coused a real worry that
Thump's needless provocations
not only threaten Egypt's nascent
wonomic  rcovery  but  that
inflamed passions may even
alfect the political stability of the
largest country in the Middle Eust.
Jordan, another staunchally of
the US, finds itself in a similor

and will not move from it" quandary. As a result of the Naq-
Tump's comments have b of 1948 and the 1967 was the
pushed Egypt into a tight situa-  country has already received two

tion, even though President B}
Sisi has been a strong and consis-
tent partner of the US. It was
Egypt's initiative under then
President  Anwar  Sadat  that
brought about the Camp David
Accords in 1978 toend the stute of

large waves of Palestinian
refugees, which, according to
some estimates, amount to 50-60
per cent of its population of 11
million. The suave and erudite
King Abdullah ITwill have a real
challenge on his hands as he

Gaza? Private copital and real
estate developers for a grand
witerfront  development,  as
Trump's sonvin-daw Jared Kushn-
er speculated? After all the pain
and suffering endured by the
Pulestinians, is Goza now reduced
toa pure real-estate play?

At the Jaipur Literature Resti-
val last week, the moral clarity
of Gideon Levy and Nathan
Thrall, the scholarship of Avi
Shiaim, the empathy of Pankaj
Mishra and the passionate artic-
ulation of Selma Dabbagh res-
onated with a well-read audi-
enoe to produce just a tiny shiver
of hope. With Trump's pro-
nouncements of Rebruary 4, a
shroud has again been st on
Palestinian aspirations.

Amateur Kabaddi Federation of India’s disaffliation
from the | | Kabaddi Feder is embl
atic of this rot, leaving athletes in limbo despite their
potential to bring home glory.

This isnt an isolated incident. The Wrestling Feder-
ation of India’s (WFD) quiet retum 1o the residence of
former president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh — bnmz

sexual h charges — exposes how e
political figures maintain a vice-ike grip over sports
fexd Singh's protégé 1o helm the WFI,

underscoring how elections are mere formalities and
serve 1o reinforce political influence rather than foster
genuine leadership. Even the Supreme Court's inter-
vention in the grave matter isnt new. In 2016, it had
advised the BOCI to keep politicians at bay, yet the
board remains tightly bound to political heavyweights
like Jay Shah, son of Home Minister Amit Shah. The
sad ony is that while politicians tout their contribu-
tions to sports through initiatives like Khelo India, their

presence often hampers the do [ of
sports bodies and the autonomy MMNcus
Athletesdeserve ads dth

demands of the field, not buw-.wmu and politicians
exploiting sports for clout. It's time for meaningful
reform, ensuring that sports bodies are led by those
with a genuine passion for athletics. The apex court's
intervention must serveasa clarion call: et sports be for
the sportspersons, not a palitical playground.

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

The metaphor for Palestine is stronger than the Palestine of reality. —Mamoud Darwish

Asalute to frontline
villagers of Ladakh

Ma) Gex GG Dwivent (rerp)

THE Army installed a statue of O Shivaji
Mahara) on the banks of Pangong Tho lake in eastern
Ladakh over s month ago. Even as the event sparked a

debate, it prompted me to take a walk down memory lane.

Inthemid-1970x, as. fficer, [ was in L
mountain warfare tmining in the rugged, glaciated region. A few
years later | returned as pat of the Special Forces, deployed at
ummmhmw(lmummm-nmw
of H.300feet, Luk afthe three borde inthe wen;
the athers are Phobrung and Urung. These habitats bie in the val-
Ty with e gruzing grounds, orisscrossed by streamlets and over-
lookexd by the lofty peaks of the Karmbowmm range.

Phobrang, which is nearest to the border, acted as a staging
cump for our long-range patrols towards Tsogtsalu-Hot Springs
areas, There was aclose bond between the Army and locals, espe-
clally the youth. We played volleyball and football. Devoid of basic

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, FRIDAY, FERRUARY 6, 1925

The Lucknow pact

LALA Lajpat Rai has done well in issuing a letter to prominent
Hindus all over the country with & number of questions, o
which they are requested to send thedr replies not later than
February 22. The questions are as important as they are perti-
nent and cover practically the whale range of subjects connect-
ed with the present controversy, We sincerely hope those to
whom the letter has been addressed, whether in their individ-
ual capacity or as representatives of Hindu organisations, will
make a point of sending o full and frank reply to them by the
appointed date; and that similar e fforts will be made be accred-
ited Mussal and Sikh leack Muslim and Sikh
opinion on the subject. Only thus can the deliberations of the
Allparties Conference be both fruitful in themselves and of
lasting good to the country as a whole, We do agree with those
who think that the Lucknow pact, 5o far as #t provided for the
representation of Mussalmans on the Provindal Legislative
Councils by separate electorates, was a great blunder and that
ithas done incalculable mischief. This, however, is no reason for
condemning the pact as a whole. A pact of some kind was
absobutely essential at the time, if the national demand for self-

was to be 1 and put forward with any
strength and effectiveness; and barring this one provision,
there was nothing irvetrievably bad in the Lucknow pact.

ut that time, the life of villagers was extremely hard
1left Lukung in the late 1970s with a heavy heart, hoping to
come back. [ did retum as the Commanding Officer after over a
decade. On completing the Siachen tenure, my battalion was
deployed in the Chushul sector; Phobrang was in the unit'’s mea
of responsibility. The number of hamlets had swelled, but the
area remained underdeveloped. We undertook civic action pro-
grammes to improve the condition of the lone school and pro-
vide medical facilities to residents, The unit's ice hockey team
honedits skills by playing with local players, whowere outstand-
ing After ayear,when the battadion de-inducted, the sendoff was
marked by heartwawrming ‘Julley’ greetings. This is the
Ladakhiword for hello, welcome, thank you ar even goodbye,

Now, as an academic, | get to meet students from border
areas where | served. This keeps me connected with locals.
Konchok Stobgais, current head of Phobrang village, uns a
weaving centre and camping site at Lukung The Indian gov-
emment’s Vibrant Villages Programme, although a belated
response 1o the Chinese model villages Xinokang) project, is
expectedtobe o hnm fm the nw\- es of border areas.

While k 1 projects, dents’
inputs and mmmﬂ\u must be given due consideration. The
installation of Shivaji's statue led to discontent among locals
as it was perceived 10 be an imposition. Instead, eulogising a
local hero would have been a far more prudent move.

VI"D"I like l'hnbnm not mb define India’s grographic

Its ressiclents have stood
mmmluhmhmhwhrm)hrl(hm the 12 Chinese
agpession or the intrusions by the Prople’s Liberation Army
(PLA) in recent years. They often confront PLA soldiers in the dis-
puted teamtory. The nation should exgress its gratitude to them
through an outreach initiative, ‘Julley Phobrmng’, on the lines of
the ‘Julley Ladakh' programme of the Navy.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rethink on nuclear expansion

Refer to ‘Miles to goon the nuclear front’; giv-
enthe past missed deadlines, India’s target of
adding 92,000 MW of nudear energy by 2047

ment and job creation will go a long way in

curbing this issue. Only with a holistic strate-

Ky can India avoid the stigma of being linked
h high illegal at

seems unrealistic. The extension of the SANJAY CHOPRA, MOHALI
Garak hpur plant’s deadline from 2025102032
exemplifies the exorbitant costs and duggsh - Human traffickers make hay

execution of such projects. Moreover, nudear
power remains beset with safety risks, delays
and reliance on imported uranium, with no
budgetary allocation for Small Mod ular Reac-
tors (SMRs). In contrast, renewnbies like solar,
wind and hydropower provide cheaper. faster
and safer options. Instead of chasing a mirage,
India must prioritise renewable energy while
developing nudear power ot a realistic pace.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Apropos of '‘Return of the natives'; there are
scoves of chall that illegal

face apart from Josing money. Some sell land,
while others take hefty bank loans. Many
become casualties to the harsh dimatic condi-
tions in foreign lands. Those who manage to
reach their destination are forved to live in
hvllukr undlzmx ln-pﬂl in poverty with
atthe
hmh of unscrupulous rmplayv-n They we
considered a threat 1o local sockety in the

.w hphmonhﬁon migmnt country. The only ones who gain arne
of "Mk nudlear front’ the  the human traffickers. They manage to amass

-1-1:- rightly huhhmu the w between  huge sums of money by unethical means. The

mlewenergy [ must crck down on these

While nudenr power mergy sy unserupul who make innocent

rty, multiple challenges hinder s progress.  families suffer so much,

High costs, regulatory delays and dependence SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

on foreign technology slow down its advance-

ment Indiamust focus on execution mther hon— Leam from US on deportation

Just seting ambitious targets. SMRs offer a
promising alternative, but they require govern-
ment support and policy backing. Without
addressing these core issues, achieving nudear
energy goals will remain a distant dream.
DHEERA) THAKUR, SIRMAUR

Need for

Refer to ‘Return of the natives’, while the
povernment’s diplomatic approach toavold a
confrontation with the US s pragmatic,
there's a need for & more comprehensive
plan, India shoukd not merely talk tough on

With reference to ‘Are you waiting for
muhurat, SC asks Assam on sending back
immigrants’; the Supreme Court has right-
ly pulled up the state government for its fail-
ure to deport 63 Bangladeshi illegal imumi-
grants and keeping them in detention
centres indefinitely. On the other hand, the
US started deporting illegal immigrants
within days of the announcement in this
regard. Dlegal immigrants become a burden
on the native population as they benefit
from the government's welfare schemes
and consume the nation's resources

legal immigration, it must create an ecosys KRISHAN KANT SO00D, NANGAL
tem that encourages legal migration and pro-
vide ways and means to those who wish to go No hoontlvulwuvhp

abroad legally. At the same time, it must focus
on addressing the drivers of illegal

E\wwody has gone gaga over the tax rebutes

~ economic disparity and lack of employ-
ment. The government’ -ﬂnphnu should be
on and
ensuring that those lml back from the US
don't repeat their mistake. A nationwide
crackdown on agents involved in Slegal immi-
gration and a stronger focus on skill develop-

delle class in the Union Budget.
But o major drswtack that it falled to addmess is
1o give incentives to people who opt for savings
under various schemes like the PPE the CPF,
post office schemes and the NPS. In the old
times, it was rightly said, ‘It's not how much
you earn, it's what you save’,
NPS SOMAL, CHANDIGARH

Letters 10 the £dtor, typed i doubile space, shoukd not excoed the 200-wond kmt.
These shoukt be cogently witlen a1 can be sert by e-nall tex Letters@tibunemal.com
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HERE'S no question we are in
an Al and data revolution era.
Rescarchers are making a feverish
pitch to come up with better mod-
¢ls to churn huge data, address
related risks and challenges. Arti-

images and human-like text, re-
spectively, sparking a scramble

among tech mmplmﬂ the world
over. These applications have
been providing users effi

them much cheaper and much
more realistic. GPT-4 can pen ar-
ticles in a jiffy and the world may
be flooded with fake news, views

ficial Intelligence, however, is not
any new phenomenon; its roots
£0 back to the mid-20th century.
Al has continued to evolve, Inthe
wake of machine learning and
deep learning, the 21st century
world is amazed at the latest in-
novations in Al research, such as:
Virtual Assistants (Amazon Al-
exa, Apple Siri, Google Assistant),
recommendations from OTT or
music applications, image and
speech recognition, autonomous
vehicles, and diagnostic tools.
Five years ago, Generative Al
models, such as DALL-E and
ChatGPT, first showed their stun-
ning capabilities in generating

¥ and ex;
never life before. Now, daring
western models such as OpenAl,
Chinese company DeepSeck’s R1,
which cost much cheaper, is top-
ping popularity charts,

While Al is being integrated
into businesses and public sys-
tems, policymakers have begun
to take notice of concerns that
Al may worsen overall inequal-
ity between genders uld lmong
nations, besides engs
class/racial bias which vnll «!
recruitments or immigrant pro-
cessing. We have seen how deep-
fakes are flooding the net with
fake videos, fake audio, fake text,
and fake images. Al has made

and di e will be
at a loss to distinguish between
fakes and real ones.

That Al can also have a sinister
influence on the human mind is
discernible in the fact that there
have been more than 3 billion
search results for ‘Al girlfriend’
on Google. Lonely vulnerable
people can be turned into ad-
dicts by companies by shaping
their behaviors and opinions. Al
is also powering defence sectors.
Already, suicide drones are in use.
Giving them autonomy 1o act on
their own will have horrible con-
sequences if errors or bugs take
effect.

As such, there ks a need to regu-
late misuse of Al and create safety

A GLOBAL SUMMIT ON Al AMID MALICIOUS ABUSES

standards and bolster fact-check-
ing systems by governments. All
concerns regarding data reliabil-
ity, fundamental rights, tech iso-
lationism, and equitable access
will be deliberated upon by a host
of global leaders, researchers, and
innovators in Paris on February
10-11 for a responsible, sustain-
able Al development.

The Antificial Intelligence (Al)
Action Summit co-chaired by In-
dia and France summit to pave
way for global Al standards and
promote ethical governance. It
may be recalled that two key sum-
mits had taken place before. The
Al Safety Summit in Britain in
Bletchley Park in 2023 saw the
signing of the Bletchley Declara-
tion on Al Safety by 25 nations.
Later, a Seoul summit gathered 16
top Al companies to make volun-
tary commitments to develop Al

in a transparent manner.

The Paris summit will build
on the strengths and pledges of
these previous meets. Why in
Paris? With the Al threatening to
disrupt labour incomes and num-
bers, the West is playing catch-up
as American and Chinese compa-
nies are racing to develop new ap-
plications and capabilities. India,
too, is trailing. Prime Minister
Modi will confer with other lead-
ers on ways to provide access to
independent, safe, and reliable Al
for all. They will also deliberate
on developing Al as inclusive and
environmentally friendly as well.
It is hoped that PM Modi will re-
turn with a glean on best practices
by governments in building a ro-
bust talent pool through industry
and academic collaboration to
build a large number of skilled
force to spur the Al startup space.

Keep your nussmn cu
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DR MOHAN KANDA

ACH calling has, in

its own manner, pro-

duced  outstanding
and great persons. Everyone
knows what a great scientist
Einstein was, and how his
work revolutionised the way
the nature of the Universe
is understood. Likewise,
the human race will never
forget the great contribu-
tion of Dr Denton Cooley,
who performed the first ever
heart transplant,  opening
a new and exciting chapter
in the history of medicine.
Similarly, Sarvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan, who rose to
become the Vice President
of India, was an outstand-
ing teacher, who had earlier
been the Vice Chancellor
of the prestigious Andhra
University. ~ Mokshagun-
dam Visweswaraiah, the re-
nowned engineer from Kar-
nataka state, who founded
the University of Visvesaraya
College of Engineering in
Bengaluru, is remembered
for his unforgettable con-
tribution to protecting Hy-
derabad city from the |
of the Musi river through an
ingenious system, as also for
protecting Vishakhapatnam
city from sea erosion, creat-
ing the biggest reservoir in
Asia at that time.

The silver screen and 1d-
evision also provide oppor-
tunities for people, not only
to display their creative abil-
ities through acting, but ako
to act as means for steady
and lucrative careers, or as
handsome supplements to
their normal incomes.

There are many who not

only became legends dur-
ing their lives, Iml will also
be remembered forever, for
their  extraordinary talent
and contribution. Among
them one remembers yes-
teryear Hindi movie actors,
such as Ashok Kumar, Dilip
Kumar, Raj Kapoor, Dev
Anand and Sanjeev Kumar,
and actresses, such as Mad-
hubala, Meena  Kumari,
Waheeda Rahman, Hema
Malini and Madhuri Dixit.
As also Amitabh Bachchan
and Shah Rukh Khan, in
the Hindi ficld, and Mahesh
Babu, Allu Arjun, Samanta
and Tamannah, in the Tel-
ugu celluloid world, in the
present  generation,  Like-
wise, NTR, Nageswara Rao,
Savitri, Anjali Devi, Sarada
and Jayaprada achieved idol
status, in carlier years, in the
Telugu movie field. Even
crooners found the movie
field a route to fame, as well
a carcer with substantial
with Lata Man-
geshkar, Asha Bhonsle, K.
L. Sehgal, Mohammed Ra:
Mukesh, Manna Dey and
Kishore Kuar in the Hindi
movie field, and Ghantasala
and P Suseela in the Telugu
industry, being the most
successful of those.

The medium of radio,
in the earlier days, and the
TV and other social media
in the present context, also
provide similar opportuni-
ties, although, perhaps, on a
more modest level. One can
never forget how the likes
of Melville de Mellow and
Lothika Ratnam read the
English news on the radio,
especially on important oc-
casions. Or, in Telugu, lana-
manchi Ramakrishna and
Panyala Ranganatha Rao. |
was such an ardent fan of de
Mellow that when our group
of IAS officer trainees vis-
ited the office of the (then)
All India Radio, 1 got him
to append his autograph on
a one rupee note, because |
had nothing else to get him
to write upon! The arena

The ama:fgatﬁs and rkts,vesp—edally

cricket in India, is another field which offers the
mixture of enjoyment and substantial monetary

attraction. Vijay Merchant, Lala Amamadh,
Wilson Jones and Ramanathan Krishnan, in

earlieryears, and M.S. Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Sachin

Tendulkar, Hampi, Karanam Malleswari, and
Viswanath Anand, to mention but a few, who
have done so in more recent times

of games and sports, espe-
clally cricket in India, is an-
other field which offers the
mixture of enjoyment and
substantial monetary attrac.
tion. Vijay Merchant, Laka
Amarnadh, Wilson Jones
and R han Krishnan,

3 December the birth an-
niversary of Dr Rajendra
Prasad, as the ‘Advocates
Day'

Special days have also
been st apart, in every year,
o r«all and celebrate, the

L made o so-

in carlier years, and MS.
Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Sachin
Tendulkar, Hampi, Karan-
am Malleswari, and Viswa-
nath Anand, to mention but
a few, who have done so in
more recent times.

People remember, and
respect, the memory of
great persons, through the
gesture of earmarking their
birthdays to celebrate their
lives and times. For exam-
ple, 14 March, the birth
anniversary of Albert Ein-
stein, is observed as ‘Genius
Day, to cebebrate his life and
kegacy. Likewise 5 Septem-

ciety, by certain callings.
21 April, the day on which
Sandar Patel the first Home
Minister of independent In-
dia, and the architect of civil
services in the country, ad-
dressed the first batch of of-
ficers of the Indian Admin-
istrative Service, at Metcalf
House, in Dethi, where they
were being trained, is cel-
ebrated as the Civil Services
Day in India.

The first Monday of Oc-
tober is celebrated as the In-
ternational Doctors Day in
many countries, a practice
initiated by the WHO and

ber, the birth anniversary of

the int | medical

is celebrated as the “Teach-
ers Dayl 15 September,
the birth anniversary of
Vi h, Is celebrated

Médecins Sans  Frontitres,
or ‘Doctors Without Bor-
dm which offers medical
assistance

as the ‘Engineers Day’ and,

to people based solely on

need, irrespective of race,
religion, gender, or political
affiliation. On the day, doc-
tors, conduct, seminars, ex-
hibitions, presentations, and
deliver lectures about the
medical profession,
Similarly, on 10 Novem-
ber, the International Ac-
countants Day is celebrated,
to commemorate the great
work accountants do to
make business thrive, sup-
port,economy and help peo-
ple navigate the complexities
of finance, the day on which
in 1494, the Venetian math-
ematician Luca Bartolomeo
de Pacioll  published his
critical work on everything
about arithmetic, geometry,
and proportion.
The World Architecture
Day is celebrated by paying
tribute to the field of archi-
tecture who have the abil-
ity to change the world that
we live in with their amaz-
ing work. On the day, their

reer entwined

December, every year to rec-
ognize the achievements of
the Indian Navy and its role
in the country. Likewise, Air
Force Day, is cekbrated on
October 8, to commemorate
the establishment of the Air
Force in 1932,

All people have their own
strengths and weaknesses,
‘The ability to get lost, even
in the most similar sur
roundings, is one weakness
1 have suffered from, since
childhood. | have often
found it difficult to find our
own house, in many of the
colonies in which we lived,
And, on several locations. [
had to be literally forced out
of the wrong car 1 had got
into, while leaving for home
from the office! This trait of
mine once resulted in a hi-
larious incident.

1 was in Bharat Darshan,
as an officer trainee of the
IAS, in the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy of

work is ised as well
as the important role that
architecture play. While it is
celebrated on different days
and different countries, it
was created in 2005 by the
international union of ar-
chitects and celebrated on
the first Monday of October,
coinciding with the UN -
Habitat Global Observance
of the World Habitat Day,
Since 1949, 7th December
is observed as the Armed
Forces Flag Day throughout
the country to honour the
martyrs and the men in uni-
form who valiantly fought
& continue to fight on our
borders to safeguard the
country’s honour. The three
wings of the Armed Forces
have also set apart specific
days of a year for celebra-
tions, Army Day is celebrat-
od on 15 January every year
in India, in recognition of
Licutenant General M, Cari-
appa’s (who later became a
Field Marshal) taking over
as the first Commander-in-
Chief of the Indian Army.
Navy Day is cdebrated on 4

Admini (LBSNAA),
Mussorrie, in the year 1969,
The Western Command of
the Army had refused to ac-
cept our group for the cus-
tomary Army attachment

Conduct Indian Science Congress

NDIAN Science Congress Association (ISCA) s a pre-
mier scientific organisation which started in the year
1914 in Kolkata, It meets annually in the first week of Jan-
uary. Even Nobel laureates attend and speak at the Con-
gress. However, for the past two years, the central govern-
ment has not been organising the annual conference of
this institution. renowned scientists have resigned
from their e ip, fi d by the g po-
litical influence and pseudo-scientific approach within the
institution. For the current central government, cultural
pride and national identity seem to hold more importance
than science. However, science is the foundation of any
nation’s progress, Obstructing the functioning of a scien-
tific institution that has existed for over a century is equiv-

alent to jeopardizing the nation’s future.
Dr Jitesh Mori, Kutch

Budget: Tall claims about Viksit Bharat

HE much-hyped PM Dhana Dhaanya Yojana is re-

stricted to 100 districts in the country out of 700. Itis a
very exaggeration to say India would realise Viksit Bharat
by 2047 as its present per capita income is $3000; and, to
claim its developed country status, it must be $24,000. As
usual, the Budget completely ignored AP without men-
tioning SCS, Railway zone, steel plants and ports in spite
of a significant number of MPs in Lok Sabha. Itis also the
same case with TG,
Pratapa Reddy Y, Tiruvuru, NTR dt, AP

Modi sends home immigrants in shackles

N a show of his tough stance on “illegal immigration”,
US President Donald Trump has deported 104 immi-
mnudlnﬂhnu(ynnlmuby-mﬂmvhnedv
spite the “bromance” between Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Modi calling Trump “my dear
friend” made no difference. The upcoming visit of Modi
to the US for expanding defence, technology and trade
ties could not persuade Trump to be more accommoda-
lmmdc-nememblmmmblndh Tbnlepon«s

in shackles and handcuffs made
’lhbhnowy!ouulah«hnmnbdnp'l‘hpnﬁh
ence for a military plane over a charter or commercial
ﬂkhl was nplk'tNr in lermt of Tmlup\ dekrlpuon of
" and

as, perhaps, p
were on for the lhnglldﬂ.h
engagement in 1971,
group, therefore, was spll\
into several teams and [ was
one of a team which was
attached 10 the 5th Grena-
diers battalion at Jabalpur.
One night, after dinner, the
Commander of the battalion
suggested that 1 should lead
a route march. I was given a
compass, and asked to pro-
ceed 1o a specified destina-
tion, by the shortest route.

After a litle while, sens-
ing the danger of my leading
the column into the neigh-
bouring Rajasthan state, the
Commander called a halt,
and himself took over the
task of returning to the bat-
talion headquarters!

(The writer was formerly
Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh)

TRUMP PURGE WILL CAUSE CHAOS’

Evo1se GoLossirn

UMAN-induced  planetary

warming made the weather
conditions that caused the Los
Angeles fires 35% more probable,
according to a report published on
Tuesday by the research organiza-
tion World Weather Attribation,

The report from WWA, which
performs attribution studies that
examine how the climate emergen-
cy impacts extreme weather events,
further fleshes out the public un-
derstanding of wildfires that broke
out in and around the Los Angeles
region in early January. Those fires
collectively burned tens of thou-
sands of acres of land, killed 28
people, and destroyed more then
16,000 structures, according to the
California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection,

Damage estimates indicate that
the wildfires, which have placed
strain on the California insurance
industry, are one of the costliest
natural disasters in US. history.
Southern California is no stranger
to wildfire and xperience la

from the United States and Europe.
In summer, fires in the region are
promoted by Jow fuel moisture—
the measure of the amount of water
in a fuel, such as vegetation. In win-
ter, the strong Santa Ana winds can
drive fast-burning fires, but their
ability o fuel fires in mid-winter
is usually nullified by the onset of
the region’s rainy season, which
begins in October-November, the
report explains. According to the
researchers, summer 2024 was one
of the warmest on record for the
Los Angeles region. “As the cool,
wet season approached, the typi-
cal onset of the rainy season did
not arrive. However, the Santa Ana
winds arrived, coinciding with
very dry fuels” they wrote, There
was also more fuel for the recent
Los Angeles fires to burn because
above-average precipitation during
the winters of 2022-23 and 2023-24
had encouraged vegetation growth.
The report’s researcher relied on
the Fire Weather Index (FWI)—
s composite fire-risk index that
accounts for longer-term drying
di as well as wind and hu-

fires year-round, according to the
report’s 32 researchers, who hailed

midity driven conditions that can
drive wildfire spread on a given

Aresearcher relied on the Fire Weather Index (FWI) — “a
composite fire-risk index that accounts for longer-term drying
conditions as well as wind and humidity driven conditions that

can drive wildfire spread on a given day” — and found that
“extreme” FWI conditions that drove the LA. fires are expected
to occur on average once every 17 years now that the globe
Is 1.3°C warmer relative to the preindustrial period. That is an
Increased likelihood of 35% and an inareased intensity of about
6% compared to a 1.3°C cooler climate

day"—and found that “extreme”
FWI conditions that drove the LA.
fires are expected to occur on av-
crage once every 17 years now that
the globe is 1.3°C warmer relative
to the preindustrial period. That is
an increased likelihood of 35% and

an increased intensity of about 6%
compared toa 1.3°C cooler climate.

To establish the role that the
dimate emergency has played in
this lmul the rﬂcu;hm dso

out of eleven of which showed an
increase in extreme FWI condi-
tions in January. The researchers
note that “while we have high con-
fidence in the qualitative change,
that the bkelihood and intensity
of the FWI has increased due to
the human-induced climate emer-
gency, the precise numbers have a
wide range of uncertainty due to
the model performance”

“Without a faster transition
away from planet-heating fossil
fuels, California will continue to
get hotter, drier and more flamma-
ble)” Clair Barnes, a co-author of
the report and rescarcher at Impe-
rial College London, told to CBC
News. The researchers also looked
at changes to the timing of the dry
season and found that the length
of the dry season has increased by
about 23 days since the cli-
mate was 1.3°C cooler. This means
that because of the burning of fossil
fuels, the dry season and the Santa
Ana Winds are increasingly over-
I-pptng—~u recipe for more fire,

The group ako found that the
drought conditions leading up to
the fires are now more likely to oc-
cur. Similarly dry seasons are 2.4
times more likely to happen com-
pared to preindustrial lecsL

T

bined this
estimate with cimate modd-. nghl

o)

s “aliens’, "
“invaders”.
G David Milton, Maruthancode, TN
a4
he dep of 200+illegal migrants from USA to

India is an internal matter of that country as there is
mmom iorcomphw 'IheUSAhMmryriﬂtL]uuu
dves from il-
anl mlpmionlhnt isa drnnan the exchequer. The USA
opened its eyes rather belatedly as the illegal migrants have
become a menace. Donald Trump has cleansing
of the system that allowed lakhs of illegal migrants and
started the work right away without wasting time. India
Is not a poor country like Nepal or
Sri Mnfonbpwpkhukelhmkoﬂlkgﬁ migra-
tion to the US. I think India too should effectively seal all
lmemulnml borders and start ncmnln; illegal migrants
for to their
Gowardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Bright sports talent comes to the fore

R;;;:drxhahm bidda, ‘Laddu’ Sharma make Indian
proud”. Of late, boys and girls from small towns
are Ilogglng the headlines in cricket due to lhdr brilliant
at national and U ricket levels,
lhmby bringing their hidden latent talent in them to the
fore. The brilliant all-round performance by Trisha ena-
bling Indian women's team to lift the ICC women’s U-19
world cup title in Kuala Lumpur and an equally splendid
with both bat and ball by Abhishek Sharma in
the fifth T201 against England in Mumbai were not only
Incredible but akso clearly evident from the way they are
playing both at home and away - a testimony to their hard
work coupled with brilliance.
KR Srinivasan, Secunderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

(652 BENGALURU ONLIN

Contractors take holy dip at Sangam,

pray for clearance of pending bills
BENGALURU: A group of contractors from Karnataka
1ok a holy dip at the in during the on-
of pending bills by the Congress-led state government.

A video of the )wb;di:‘hudwpntvird on social
media. Sources indicate that the contractors, hailing from
Bagalkot district in North Karataka, sought divine in-
tervention for the settlement of outstanding dues and
the launch of new schemes to support their work. Their
prayers concluded with chants of “Har Har Mahadev”

The video has caused embarrassment to the ruling Con-
gress party in Karnataka. On January 13, the Karnataka
Contractors’ Association wrote 10 seven state ministers,
demanding immediate dearance of pending payments.
They alleged that payments were not hdn‘ processed
based on senjority and issued a seven-day ul
the government. Since the Congress party assumed power
in Karnataka in 2023, tensions have escalated between the
government and contractors over unpaid bills.
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SPEAKOUT
«Lasttime,some channels showed that BJP
would get 62seats and AAP would get 8 seats, but
exactly theopposite happened..someexit polls
that are coming nowshow that BJPis

I feel that weneed

towait... it won't besurprising if we
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ST Y. T P astindeof ) central go o, FHor B . >
wdmmmwmhmm upon those from the SC comemunity. '""’-"M“‘W"'“‘.'.d"‘"u:‘ S~ o T for polymetallic & ey (Thewrker sarescarch
of the hour. accounts for a significant number P 1 Y gl S00ress o phore numier sifies supply sources beyond  Irstatution)
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ttarakhand may have become

the first state to implement the
contentious Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in the country, but it certainly
will not be the last one. Gujarat, another
Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled state, has
already formed a panel to assess the need
for the same and draft a Bill in this regard.
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami recently launched the UCC
Portal, unveiled the official notification,
and released the rules in Dehradun.
“It's not only a historic day for Uttara-
khand but also for the country... The
credit for initiating the UCC goes to the
Devbhoomi (Uttarakhand),” he said at the

launch of the portal.

“From this moment, we are imple-
menting a uniform civil code... The
rlghm;[il_lldllunxmllI.w'rlhesnmf; The

PANORAMA
Uttarakhand’'s UCC: A template for India or atest case for courts‘?

According to reports, over 200 people
had submitted applications so far on the
portal under various categories since the
portal went live,

right S the
same... We have fulfilled the promise we
had made,” he added.

Dhami likened the impl

TheUCC ises laws governing
marriages, divorces, maintenance, and
inheritance, It makes marriage registra-
ing a fine of Rs

of the UCC in the state to the flow of the
Ganga. “Justas the holyGanga originates
from the Uttarakhand and unifies the
country, the UCC will lhoanglmu: from
this state md um!y lhc cu\muy, Dhami

tions

25,000 for lulmg to do so0. Those failing
to get their marriage registered will not
be eligible to receive any government
ben:r s, It nlw pmwdcd !uv mmucal

had said a few d. the
tation of the UCC in the state.

He also said that his party had fulfilled
animportant promise it had made to the
people of the state,

With the launch of the UCC portal, on-
line registrations for marriages, divorces,
live-in refationships and their dissolution,
and inheritance have begun in the state.

of d e ndab on

The UCC provided for a ban on id-
dat (the waiting period a Muslim woman
must before remarrying after di-
vorce or her husband's death) and halala
(where a divorced Mushim woman must
marryanother man, obtaina divorce, and
observe iddat before remarrying her first
husband).

The UCC provides for equal rights for
sons and daughters and also does not
differentiate between legitimate and
illegitimate children. Children through
surrogacy or assisted reproductive tech-
nology would also be considered as bio-
logical children.

Some scheduled tribes living in the
state have been kept out of the purview
of the UCC.

Whilethe state Chief Secretary, Radha
Raturi, said that the UCC had been pre-
pared after detailed deliberations and
that it was a matter of pride for the state
and claimed that it would have a positive
effect on society, the Muslim clergy has
strongly protested against the code, say-
ingthatitinfringed on the religious rights
of the community.

“It's a direct interference in the reli-
gious matters of the Muslims and an
attempt to impose the Hindu laws on

Aleftist movement in Sri Lanka that took power after an economic collapse is seizing
arare opportunity to rally more women into politics

MUJIB MASHAL AND PAMODI WARAVITA

twasabrief remark duringamun-
dane session of parliament. But to
Harini Amarasuriya, Sri Lanka's
prime minister, it was the moment
she realised that her country,
wrecked not long ago by strong-
man leaders and their populist politics,

moment for women.

Amale colleague (and “notavery femi-
nist"one, as Amarasuriya described him)
stood uptosay that the island nation could
N0t get more women into the formal work-
force unless it officially recognised the
“care economy " —work caring for others.

To Amarasuriya, it was “one of the
biggest thrills" to hear language in gov-
ernment that had long been confined to
activists or to largely forgotten gender
departments, “1 was like, 'OK, all those
years of fighting with you have paid off™
shesaid with a laugh during an interview
inDecember at her office in Colombo, Sri
Llnlul’s clpiul

Lank
upand

msloumpolmcaldym«wampmﬂnp
¢y had brought economic ruin, the coun-
try is in the midst of a once-in-a-lifetime
reinvention.

Anger has steadied into a quieter re-

anka in her office in Colombo. #1L£ pHoToMYT

the community,” Muslim League Joint
Secretary Maulana Kausar Hayat Khan
said. He said that the UCC was against
the Muslims En_lhe country ar_sd that the
gover

nity members or leaders before enacting
the same.

Another senior Mushim cleric and All
Indla Musllm Jama:u Nanonnl President
id that the Muslims

& Uttarshhand danad

A Lucknow- bw:d med-n nnalys JP
Shukla, said that the UCC would usher in
amuch-needed social change, “The soci-
ety has undergone tres s changes
in the past few decades; new social codes
are the need of the hour," he said.

Shanu Raghuvanshi, a Bareilly-based
socul mwm, said that the UCC would be

living in Uttarakhand were not ‘bound’
to abide by the UCC if it was against the
sharfat (Islamic laws),

Some political experts apprehend
that the Muslim community may not be
comfortable with the UCC and may not
follow the same. They also apprehend
that some provisions of the UCC may be
challenged in the courts, “We may wit-

f diloes of

TSome
the UCC as there are views that they may
be in violation of the Constitution,” said

Nunm Plag_vnl Shukla, a counsel with
Legal Aid, said that the UCC ‘protected”
the rights of the Muslim women. “It's not
against any community. In fact, it will
protect the rights of members of every
community,” he added.

With the BJP-ruled states likely to
go for the UCC in the days to come and
the opposition-ruled states shunning it,
there is little chance of a consensus on
the same.

DHNS

Overhauling India’s
tax system

A i

fter nearly a decade of
reforms in indirect taxes,
Indian government

1S now turning its attention to a
major overhaul of the Income
Tax Act, which has been in place
since 1961, In ber budget speech.

tothe finance min-
ister, the governmentanticipates
a revenue loss of approximately
Rs 1 lakh erore due to the new
tax rates. However, the rise in
indirect tax collections, driv-
en by increased consus

and higher disposable income
inthe hndsullz\:pubic.is_»cx'

pec

 at a time of slowing

present the new tax “m;
week. This ambitious reform
aims to simplify the tax system,

economic growth, the govern-
ment’s priority remains reviving
theeconomy and putting the na-

compliance easier for both indi-
viduals and businesses. With a
focus on reducing litigation
and enhancing clarity, the new
framework seeks to buikd trust
and confidence among taxpay-

rs. By offering si rediel

Direct tax collections repre-
sented 6.64% of the gross do-
mestic product in the 2023-24
financial year, reflecting a con-
sistent year-on-year increase.
This gnmh is dlrmly linked 10

lothemddlednmmmehndm
the

and sm-amhmd procedures.

aims to
a smooth and accessible transi-
tion to the new tax system. The
first draft of the Direct Tax Billis
expected to be tabled later this
week, rnamng the hegnnnu of

Notably, ady and tax de-
ducted at source (TDS) account
for approximately 82% of total
directtaxreceipes. Tofurtheren-
hance efficiency, simplifying the
TDS and advance tax payment

anew

is crucial. Tax returmn

solve for wholesale change. Through a ThelncomeTaxActhasunder-  forms should be designed for
pair of national elections last year, for ° gone more man :!.()00 amend- smphmy requiring only essen-
et Protest topower: Sri Lankan oo Ry Sims Hreowr elory
mated, A leftist movement has risen in . olwhdnnehdcmwmsam the filing of returns via mobile
its place, promising a more equal society. 1gs  apps, with i
Asthe country's democracy rebounds, . o over time have ded g ill mal i
npplnumucurrnptmmﬁr women. for i bl
adrivin, the Act has become: Inmmuudv Thegovernmentmust focuson
protestmovement that forced Sri Lanka'’s complex due to frequent chang- ﬂwmmemhwand.amw
president to flee in Ju}y 1‘022 wm lhe di b ok
couneryall various provisions, Furthermore, u-;lnymccamapfchmtma
burden fell disproportionately on wom-  debx D g pay parity andmak-  home roughly lhenmt amount i(hrgﬂs women still make up just lﬂknllwnuk several sections remain outdat-  nates from direct taxes. Further,
en,whoshoulder the domesticload. Their rkenvi b forwomen. steadywork. She ers. Thereareonly ed and do not m current  the government must strength-
ragesent them into the streets. Il lmpcs toraise the rate of female partic-  of her salary went to baby formula forher 21 ministers in Dissanayake's Cabinet. it theenfe chans
Now, women areat the centreofefforts  ipation in the formal workforce to about  daughter, whoturnedone inJanuary. On — Amarasuriyaand other female leaders certain fur salaried | i hnologies such as
o give lhc country lasting protections  50%, up from 33%, The governing party  top of that, she and her husband pay for  said they were disappointed with those employees, originally meant to - dataanalyticsand artificialintelli-
against the whi . Women  isdoubling d i ilise  the food and medicine of ﬁnndparenls numbers. But the work of making the be taxed only for high earners,  gencetopreventrevenveleakage
are also doing the slow and steady work  women politically to ensure that this mo- - who babysit the girl while they wor political culture gender-inclusive is not now apply to almost all employ- - and tax evasion.
of shaping a political culture that allows  mentis not fleeting, “We don't need the government pro-  just about numbers, Amarasuriya said, ces earning over Rs 50,000 per  The concern is that a new tax
them equal space. It is “a change of the way you think  viding us with food — we can somehow  butalsoa “constant process”toinfluence month. Th educa- ch X lybea“reshaped
Women, who make up 56% of regis- about government, the w. ay you think manage,” she said. “What we need isa it i ki d day tion allowanceremainscappedat  version of the old framework”
tered voters, were crucial tothe electoral  about power and authority.” Amarasur-  country where | have the space to make  governance. amere Rs100permonth, making  if it only restructures existing
victories late last year by National People’s iy said. a little extra cash so | can invest in my T!wmnyuyxmsﬁ;muduncmm\dr h ision obsol isions without sub
Power, asmall leftist outfit. Some of the earliest actions have in-  daughter —maybe a pair of gold earrings  in more Ak ! draftingthe  reforms. R iing sections or
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, cluded ending the VIP culture around  for her first birthday.™ of them into leadership positions at low- Actisthe highvol ing chapters without
the party'sleader, hasspent hislifeinleft-  politics. Gone are the long motorcades,  Before the presidential election last  er levels of politics. The goal, it says, is over taxdemands, A recent CAG resolving underlying issves of
istpolitics. Heappointed Amarasuriya,a - large security details and lavish mansions ~ year, National People’s Power, the left- o remove the pretext that there are not report revealed that nearly 70% - complexityand ambiguitywould
imeminister, for The has skashed st party, spent about two years trying  enough female leaders to be tapped for of demands are under dispute, ~ create a law that looks different
thecountry's second-most-powerful post.  hi to mobilise women like Maduwanthi. more prominent roles. highlighting issues related to  butoperatesunchanged. Thelaw
She s the first woman to hold sucha high  ter’ m)mponnd which undcr tsprevious  Women, Amarasuriya and other party  Across 13,000 of the 14,000 grama the law’s | 1y should lid rlapping
postin South Asiawhowasnotthewifeor  occupant withthe activityofover  leaders argued at the time, were looking  niladhari, the smallest units of S Lan- A and acces:  rules, eli tdated
daughter of a previous top leader. 100 staff members, now has a library-like ~ for someone to champion the issues they ka's local governance, the party has es- sibility. The g must  tions, and: kne ded
In September, as she prepared to take  quiet, as Amarasuriya works with astaff  felt strongly about. tablished nulrurmo\sd’lmsmdd\n to reflect the current economic
office, Amarasuriya was nursing a cold  of justa dozen. After female voters helped lift Dissan- o Saroja Savithri Paulraj, the women's s law that is both realities. Effective
when New York Times reporters visited  Outside the lobby leading to her of-  ayake to victory in the presidential vote,  affairs minister, and Mawless. In this regard, the  mands simplification, enhanced
her home, its walls covered in cat art. fice, as well as on her desk, are framed  the party won an absolute majority in O a Sunday aftemoon in a suburb of finance minister’s directive to  darity.andthorough preparation
One of her four cats was giving her atti- 1S rhar hoolchik have been Inmanydistricts, Colombo, 2 new committee was being in- l'wdrafunxmvmnnmnmlm across multiple fronts to ensure
tude, she said, faking a limp as she tried howed A iyain  women won handily. d. The isershad d “clearer languageis jon. A
tofeed her. abluesari nnd her natural curls, Amarasuriya, running in (_nlnmbo door 1o door, collected information and highly t suddenshuft fromany established
Shewas keepingan eyeonthepolitical  “Prime Minister Auntie,” the writing  broke created WhatsApp groups. About 100 The recent practice requires careful prepa-
debates in the United States, where she  on the drawing said. “May lord Buddha by Mahinda Rajapaksa, a former prime  people trickled inand satin plastic chairs posed new slabs while lwevmg ration and planning to ensure a
spent a year as an exchange student. I bless you.” minister, president and war heroand the  in the courtyard of a house. the old regime intact. The old  smooth transition. Despite its
guess [am one of those ‘childless catla-  The true test will be the economy. older brother of Gotabaya Rajapaksa.the  Samanmalee Gunasinghe, the Jocal regime, which had provisions  inherent challenges, drafting a
dies,™ she said with a smile, referring o Itis stabillsmg bl)|\l¢|'td by an uptick  president who was ousted in 2022, member of parliament, took 1o the mic, for deductions for investments,  new Direct Tax Code (DTC) pro-
adismissive comment by now-Vice Presi- — intour nment The ample victories by Amarasuriya  “We used to be flower pots on the po- now appears almost redundant.  vides India with a crucial oppor-
dentJ D Vance that becamea rallying cry expenditures after decazks of runaway  and other women shattered a myth that Ilmal smge,' Gunasinghe said. "They Under the proposed new stabs,  tunity to overhaul its tax frame-
for some American women. Butitis female politi ! win, she said. taxpayers will pay significantly  work, making it more efficient
Amarasuriya has long preached that  Kaveesha Maduwanthi, 18, who works Herpartyraised money centrallyanddis-  fire afterward, abandoning us with our Jower taves without needing 1o and aligned with current eco-
amore equal society cannot be achieved - at a clothing factory, is among the many  tributed it evenly to femaleand malecan-  chikdren.” claimanys deduc-  nomic realities.
vnmaul mnkmgsuvrrnmm more lnend who I\opc that lh«: country's new Icndcrs didates to overcome disadvantages that  Now, drmxd.(lwwonrnsmnnﬂm tions. Itisevidentthatthegovern: (e writer is an assistant
ly “fem- way ic growth.  women face, havec where we mentismoving towardsasimpler pnfmnr at the Department of
inist sensitivity” into poli ki M hi carns about $100 a  The number of women in parfiament  together” i ith has Christ deemed to be
Thenew is taki licy month. Her husband, a mason, brings  doubled. Still, the country has far togo —  The New York Times deductionsand exemptions. wmrrmy)
OUR PAGES &3 OF HISTORY OASIS | PRASANNA SHARIHAR
. . .
mmsuarm v e Marvels withinand without
Ouster move will fail, says Urs Fresh confrontationbrewing
between President, PM are azillion of a variety of i his body | d shape. Even the behaviour the environ- clear und that what powers
Belgaum, February 5 thingsaround us. Thetrees actof mmhmn and cxhalalln hap ment around and our many habits in itis the "Consciousness’ or ‘Chaitanya’
Chief Minister Devaraj Urs today de- New Delhi, Feb 5 hlr-mm 1o bear flowers and fruits, d should b the body upkeep, Our habits that direct  within each one of us, we become
cribed as a Tutile exercise’ the eff With th dom isnot far .-umefnslwunderolmsmkl our behaviour is the product of our awamll\nnmnhlyierprmermam
being made by crtain elements in his tional review having hardly subsided, behndwkhmmmmdsp«h Everything inside the body mind’ for everything. Itis igno-
mhkheﬂmwhhdphnﬁm afresh be that heir own when wwpmmmdnmrpmmm rance that propels us to feel that we
. Quoting a Kannad: ! between President KR and fauna, leﬂowmmdirmm we are in the pink of health, combined with analysis and are responsible for everything around
hdq-- Thunase hannu toladante™ Narayanan and Prime Minister Atal merging to make infinite waters, secenby  and even when we fall sick dedision-making and within.
(like washing tamarind in the river), he Bdmriwm«m the Gujarat manyin the form of waves, ripples,and — the repair work is mostly By sheer will to by Tatvarnasi-You are That, in
asserted bound t Tift the ban bubbles, Theoutside worddisindeeda  happening internally with mmnbum tothe wckty itgets essence i s what each one of us are,
0 fail. Mr. Urs, who was sddressing a on its employees participating in RSS marvel. some medicines to help. The | destroy our
rally of the District Congress workers activities, The president is reported o Therearea trilkon cells Imkk tm inside world isa marvel. intent, thoughts, actionsdriving  ignorance, giving us clarity of our true
here, took C I e i i h body. Amillion of th Asa human, neither dowe theresults, Weneed that positivityto  nature. A little introspection clearly
I  the PM to- are by new cells. tothebeauty of theoutside  create positiveness. indicates that we are living in the game
ol clik k y Gujarat Many areat playinside the world nor do we partake in the many ac- But the entire body including the of the divine play, in the truest sense -

body and coordinate their activities to

tivities inside our body, but weinfluence  mind isan inertentity. Whenwe havea

neither a doer nor an enjoyer.
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A wake up call!

The mass deportation of illegal immigrants by the US exposes deep-rooted

socio-economic challenges and an urgent need to rein in traffickers

a distressing event for India. The US government has long maintained a strict stance

Tne recent deportation of 205 illegal Indian immigrants from the United States marks

on immigration policies, particularly under the Trump administration that empha-
sise national security and economic stability. llegal immigrants, including those who
overstay visas or enter through unauthorised routes, are often at risk of deportation.
Many of these individuals had entered the US using iregular means, commonly referred
10 as the 'donkey route,” spending lakhs of rupees to facilitate their passage.The crack-
down on lllegal immigrants is a part of broader immigration enforcement efforts in the
US. The citizens from several countries including Mexico, Columbia are being mass
deported. With the renewed emphasis on border security and legal pathways to resi-
dency, individuals without proper documentation are being repatriated to their home
countries. For India, this mass deportation is a moment of embarrassment on multi-

-~
\ /
(2 R ” u
F s W -

ple levels. First, it exposes the loopholes in India’s

migration system and the desperation of many to seek
better livelihood abroad through illegal means.

Punjab and many other states have been witnessing
asurge in illegal attempts to move to US or European,
reflecting socio-economic distress, lack of opportu-
nities and the lure of a perceived better life in the West.
Additionally, the incident damages India's global rep-
utation, presenting it as a country that struggles to
provide livelihood to its citizens. Moreover, it also

reflects poorly on the State

in general

Rekindling Gandhian

values 1n education =¥

J S RAJPUT

The erosion of Gandhian values—commitment, sacrifice and service — has led to
a disconnect between education and its moral and social responsibilities

ducational endeavours
in India immediately
after independence
were mlli\ucs ina hurry
to achieve too much in
too little a time, and that too,
under a severe paucity of human
and materialistic resources. This
has proved too costly in the long
run to the nation, as it now sul-
fers non-functional schools,
absentee teachers and proxy
teachers!
My interpretation would be that
our teacher Wt‘pt\!llh\ﬂ institu-
tions have either ignored, forgot-
ten, or failed to appreciate the
importance of the values that
brought the entire nation togeth-

er! It was the leadership of

and Punjab in particular, where unscrupulous agents
and human traffickers continue to exploit vulnerable
individuals seeking a better future abroad. To avoid such situations in the future, the
Indian government should work towards creating more legal pathways for skilled and
unskilled workers to migrate. Agreements with countries like the US, Canada, and Australia
for structured work visas can prevent people from taking illegal routes. There is a dire
need for awareness campaigns to educate individuals about the dangers of illegal immi-
gration. The Punjab NRI Affairs Minister has rightly urged people to acquire necessary
skills and education before attempting to migrate. But it is about time to rein in fraud-
sters who fool gullable people in the name of migrating them to the US and Europe.

Mahatma Gandhi that had gen-
erated commitment, dedication,
sacrifice, caring for others and
devoting entire life to the nation.
These are generally referred to as
the (}.mdﬁlan Values in public

Unf Iy, the

S :
ing also, To bring this point
into lh(‘ current context of lh('

21st century, let me digress to
return to a focal point.One

Gandhain values were neglected
practically in every sector, as the
generations managing the nation
changed. The expectations from
teachers and education have
always been very high, they are

pposed to set standards, norms,

Strict action,

luding severe p

and

g of these

Is neces-

sary to curb this menace at its root. The core issue driving illegal immigration is the
lack of sufficient job opportunities in India. A robust economic strategy aimed at gen-
erating employment, particularly in rural and semi-urban areas, will reduce the need
for individuals to seek risky migration options. Besides, The Indian government should
engage in active diplomacy with countries like the US to negotiate leniency or alterna-
tive pathways for Indians residing abroad illegally, especially those who have contributed
significantly to their economy.

w el

Devolees immerss an idol of Goddess Sacaswali in the Atrai river aher ‘Basant Parchami' in Dakshin Dirajpue Pm

practices, morals, ethics and val-
ues, Unfortunately, the phenom-
enon of disappearing values did
not spare the education systems
and teachers,

Eminent educationist D, D,
Kothari puts it: “The basic task of
education - education at all lev-
els -is to promote powers of
mind, acquisition of special skills,
and advancement of knowledge,
but above all, to generate in ¢
young generation a sense of pur-
posefulness and mission, dedica-
tion, confidence in themselves
and faith in the country’s future.
To underscore the significance of
moral education an i

ding person who envi

sioned post-independence
education in India in its total-
ity of the past and present, and
simultaneously envisioned its
future, Dr DS, Kothari, was a
Fn‘al physicist, researcher and
egendary educator.

His deep insight into spiritu-
ality and the Indian tradition
of generating, transferring and
utilising knowledge, and the
inherent objective of utilizing
it for peoples welfare made
him extraordinarily suitable for
the task that he performed as
the Chairperson of the
National Commission on
Education (1964-66).

It is impossible not to be
impressed by his articulation,
pragmatism and vision.  For
India, his prescription for the
future was also expressed in
some of such orations in very

of an abiding sense of ethical val-
ues and social responsivity as inte-
gral element of education in any
society, secular or otherwise.
This sentence deserves to be
read a couple of times, and more
than that, should generate an
intensive process of continuous
‘Manan' and then interactive dis-
cussions; ‘Chintan! This needs a
serious rethink, which could
begin from schools and project-
ed to institutions of higher learn-

simple yet gful terms:
“STPG"! Yes, India and Indian
education need to concen
trate on ‘Science, Technology,
Production; and Gandhi"! It
was certainly more than five
decades ago when this
approach stirred my thought
process and inspired my keen
desire to comprehend it in
modern times, in a situation
overwhelmed by western edu-
cation, thought and culture,
The Kothari prescription

THE TEACHER WHO

meant deep familiarity with
Indian tradition, culture, the
intrigues it suffered, and an
incisive analysis of Western
knowledge systems, without
any prejudice or ‘pre-con-
ceived admiration only”!

It may sound personal, but lis
tening to Professor Kothari
changed my reading interests
and transformed my entire

ACKNOWLEDGES HIS :lm)':;uh to cduc.u.mnul
RESPONSIBILITY AS Lo, o Siva
UNITED, INTEGRATED c:;xcmudmm-i'rhuncgka
of the Gandhain values is vi
AND COHESIVE ibllr nghrl'ml::chml\ llll ur:.
FUTURE OF INDIA, ““f‘l']"“h““‘ll}’:‘:“ fi'P“"‘ ::
NEEDS TO BE AWARE would be obvious that its
OF THE TREASURE 27 .t
F THE GREAT did India ignore the basic
purpose of education?
INDIAN SCRIPTURES Wik e iucion e,
if one dwells deep into the
ALL OF WHICH ARE :mpll‘bcmnuns. the It"m:rlx.llxa »:nil
NOT NECESSARILY Hpls on the :ﬂfhﬁﬂ-',
RELIGIOUS BUT ACT  and our relgiens - s the same.
AS THE GUIDE FOR A 1 deserves ibe repeated ha
‘CONTENTED, Ic‘l“h.lcll-"’l:m‘ g-;lvcnl:mcm
CONTRIBUTING AND  {iasses, and hence,he ought 1o
CREATIVE' LIFE be best u|uiEpcd -and con-

vinced - of the beauty of the
diversity of various types and
dimensions that nature has
bestowed on Indians, includ-

ing religious diversity.
The teacher who acknowl-
edges his responsibility as the
creator of a united, integrated
and cohesive future of India,
needs to be aware of the trea-
sure of the great Indian scrip-
tures all of which are not nec-
essarily religious but act as the
guide for a ‘contented, con-
tributing and creative’ life. A
teacher must be free from
prior prejudices and biases,
Those who are keen on this
front could take guidance from
an address that Mahatma
Gandhi had delivered to the
students and teachers of the
Banaras Hindu University:
“Early in my childhood I have
felt the need of a scripture that
would serve me as unfailing
guide through the trials .ms
temptations of life,
‘Today the Gita is not only my
Bible or my Koran; it is more
than that - it is my mother” A
large number of Institutions
are engaged in in-depth
research and serious studies on
IKS- Indian Knowledge
System, One expects that irre-
spective of misinterpretations
of secularism these studies
would not ignore the impor-
tance of ancient Indian scrip-
tures and their contemporary
relevance,
(Professor Rajput works in
education social cohesion and
religious amity. He is an Atal
Fellow with the PMML, New
Delhi)

The labyrinth of social
media nutrition trends

From fitness trainers to influencers, everyone seems to have the ‘ultimate’ nutrition

DEEBA SALIM IRFAN

hack, leaving audiences overwhelmed and anxious about every bite they take

quick scroll through

social media reveals a

chaotic world of con
flicting nutritional advice.
One reed vilifies carbs, anoth-
er champion gluten-free liv-
ing, and yet another insists on
the life-altering power of
soaked almonds blessed by
Himalayan monks, It’s a uni-
verse where everyone - fit-
ness trainers, and fashion
influencers - seems to be a
certified nutritionist, armed
with exclusive knowledge
about whats harmful and
what is crucial to live to 150,
This constant influx of con-
tradictory information creates
asense of overwhelm, leaving
viewers unsure of where to
turn to for reliable guidance.
Coffee, once lauded as a
metabolism booster, is now
condemned as a gut-destroy-
ing cortisol spike. Eggs are
alternately hailed as a perfect
protein source and demo-
nized for their cholesterol
content. Dairy is both essen-
tial for bone health and the
root of all inflammation,
Ghee is evil and the enrich-
er!
This dietary confusion is fur-
ther amplified by the ongoing
dclnlc‘&lwrm naturopathy
and allopathy.

One side advocates for self-
healing though turmeric, var-
ious morning concoctions to
be taken empty-stomach,
sunlight and avoidance of
processed foods and the other
champions the pills and sup-
El:n\cnh, Reels trap viewers
tween these camps , leaving
them questioning every
health  decision. One
moment, popping a pill seems
like a capitalist scam; the
next, m‘wmmgm?dmg “is
vitamin deficiency
reversible?™  because, well,
another reel.
The ultimate transformation
reel that often promotes a
plant-based diet as the sole
escape from the “horrors” of
the modern food industry, cit-
ing concern about chemicals
and hormones in meat and

dairy, However, another reel
quickly counters this narra-
tive, claiming even vegetables
are laden with harmiful sub-
stances.

The result? A state of constant
food paranoia, even with
food choices scrutinized and
mealtimes transformed into
occasions of anxiety. The joy
of eating is replaced by the
fear of consuming the
“wrong” thing, This fear-
mongering around food
choices can lead to disordered
eating patterns and an
unhealthy obsession with
“dlean-eating’.

The reality is that the human
body is complex, and nutri-
tion is not one-size-fits-all. A
diet that works for a social
media influencer (backed by
a team of professionals and

image-enhancing tools) may
not be suitable for everyone.
Individual needs, genetic pre
dispositions, and lifestyle fac-
tors all play a role in deter-
mining optimal nutrition,
InxltJ of blindly following a
diet fad, it’s viuf to listen to
your own body and consult
qualified healthcare profes-
sionals or your family doctor
before making drastic dietary
changes. 1f a reel references
a study without providing
details, it needs to be taken
with a grain of salt. Food
should ic nourishing and
enjoyable, not a source of
stress, While mindful eating
is important, social media
shouldnt dictate every dietary
decision,

One needs to trust one’s gut
(literally and figuratively),
enjoy food in moderation,
and perhaps consider muting
influencers whose dramatic
pronouncements create
unnecessary anxiety. After
all, balanced nutrition is about
making informed choices
based on credible informa-
tion, not succumbing to the
latest viral trend.

LETTERS b By, W-Jhie]:

RAHUL'S UNCHARITABLE COMMENT
Madam — Recent remarks by Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi
regarding President Droupadi Murmu's
dress to Parliament have sparked signif-
icant controversy, Rahul Gandhi described
the President’s speech as "boring” stating,
“I must say, 1 struggled through the
President’s address to maintain my atten-
tion on what was being said” Sonia
Gandhi added that the President “was get
ting very tired by the end. She could hard-
ly speak, poor thing These comments have
been widely criticized as disrespectful and
condescending, particularly towards
President Murmu, the first tribal woman
10 hold Indid's highest constitutional office.
The Rash i Bhavan cond, d the

Battling cancer an

A woman who used to work in a
Abcluly product company was
asked to quit her job by her

remarks, calling them “in poor taste” and
“unfortunate” Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also denounced the comments,
:‘;fgcsnng they reflect an elitist and feu-
mindset, This incident highlights a per-
ceived disconnect between the Congress
leadership and Indias evolving socio.
political landscape. The remarks not only
suggest a lack of respect for the President's
office but also an insensitivity towards the
ion of lized ¢ -

ties. Such attitudes risk alienating key voter
bases and undermining the party’s efforts
to present itself as inclusive and progres-

sive.
Gopalaswamy | | Chennai

PRAGG WINS TATA STEEL CHESS
Madam— Madam- The doyen clash of the
two chess champions D. Gukesh and R.
Praggnandhaa in the final match of Tata
Steel Chess championship turns interest-
ing, when two teens clashed against each
other for one title of winner, No doubt of
the fact that, despite R. Praggnandhaa turns
the winner, D, Gukesh played equally well
and deserve appreciation for playing excel-
lent game in the finals, The tie breaker
ended up with 2-1 Tata Steel Master Chess
Ch

(The writer is a Dubai-based

author, and organises litera
ture festivals and workshops;
views are personal)

pionship held in the Netherlands. It
is always interesting to watch two young
teens chess doyen, playing aggressively
against each other for one prestigious chess

pl when her chemotherapy
started. This shows the absence of
effective labour laws in our country. In
addition, the social security net for
such a worker is almost invisible, A
worker can fight against cancer. But

titles, As Praggnandhaa and Gukesh is
almost equivalent in their chess caliber, it
is essential to appreciate both of them for
knocking the kick in the final with the best
of their efforts, Praggnandhaa deserves
kudos and heartiest congratulations for his
prowess play, calmness and chess intuition
practice, which he showed till the last
minute, until he lift the chess title to his
name, India is building it's chess excellence
on the shoulders of these y\mns( teenagers,
who are the chess masters already, and
amazing the whole world with their terrif-
ic gaming ability, inspiring millions of the
budding chess players all around the
whole world.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

SAVE TIGERS FROM POACHERS

Madam — Jim Corbett, Gangotri, and
Rajaji National Park in Uttarakhand;
Amangarh, Pilibhit, and Valmiki National
Park in Uttar Pradesh; Balaghat and
Pench Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh;
along with the Western Ghats covering

Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Gujarat, an

Kerala, are among the nine states where

d an unjust society

what she or he can do when the whole
environment is afflicted with malig-
nancy?
High profit margins resulting in high
cmst ﬁfr most of 5& mcdicing inclu%»
ing life saving ones is another symp-
tom of malignancy in our society. In
such an environment, it is impossible
for a common person to overcome
even a treatable disease and a manage-
able crisis, This case highlights the lack
of effective labor laws and social secu-
rity for workers in our country. While
one can fight cancer, battling an
unsupportive system is far harder.
Without systemic reforms, the real
malignancy lies not just in illness but
in a society that fails to protect its most
vulnerable.

Sujit Dey| Kolkata

approximately 1,800 tigers are currently at
risk. On the international black market,
tiger body parts, claws, and skins are being
auctioned for millions, attracting poach-
ers to these critical tiger habitats. The
Indian Wildlife Institute has issued warn-
ings for 24 tiger conservation projects,
Iughliglni‘r‘ifll'w urgency of protecting these
endangered animals, Following resolutions
passed at the 13-country tiger summit last
year, India successfully doubled its tiger
population by 2022, now hosting around
4,000 tigers—an extraordinary conserva-
tion achievement, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh have played a key role in
this success, contributing to India's preser-
vation of 73.7% of the world's tiger popu-
lation, With tigers in protected forests
becoming prime targets for illegal hunting
and trafficking, it is crucial to strengthen
patrolling in Eighﬂsk forest zones and
implement stringent anti-poaching mea-
sures.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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Wait and watch

Global uncertainty demands caution on monetary policy
he six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) is meeting this week for the final time this financial year.
This is also its first meeting since Sanjay Malhotra assumed office as
governor. Market participants will closely watch the outcome of the
meeting on Friday, as it comes soon after the Union Budget. Several analysts
believe this is the right time to begin the easing cycle, primarily for two reasons.
First, growth in the Indi. The First Adv
of the for the current year shows the economy
will grow by 64 per cent compared to 8.2 per cent in 2023-24. Second, given the
government has done well on the fiscal front in terms of containing expenditure,
it's time for the RBI to support growth with lower interest rates.
While there is merit in such itis worth
is not the only objective of the RBI The policy's primary
ing to the law is “... to maintain price stability while keeping in mind the objective
of growth”. Thus, ensuring that the consumer price index-based inflation rate is
durably aligned with the 4 per cent target is important. The inflation rate for
Decmbermmal&lperccm ‘While overall food prices have moderated, they
remain elevated. A at Axis
of food items with an inflation rate over 6 per cent increased to 33 per cent for the
ﬁmdmeum:l:Ocmbnww Wiﬂnhﬂ:xpeded increase in capital expenditure in
last quarter, the ld fk rate. The Dy
pmnninnofthc MPC showed the inflation rate will moderate to 4 per cent by the

u-mgmw!h

biectiv

Tax cuts: Welcome,
but are they enough?

Anincome-tax cutinstead of a corporate tax cutin 2019
would have done more for the economy

fter a heavy focus on public capex in the last
three-four years, the government has opted
toadd an income-tax cut to boost consump-
tion and growth. Ctpex spending remains elevated
but has Ofthe substan-

second quarter of 2025-26, which can increase space for policy
However, the global environment hn changnd significantly since the last

tial allocations are for new projects in Blhar, given
the upcoming state elections there.

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

private investment has not picked up. These record
profits have largely come from cutting labour costs
rather than higher capacity through

OPINION 9

encourage greater private sector R&D Investment.
Getting more value from public R&D spending,
vrhlch sits in siloed public institutes with limited
with d th
Is also needed. The government’s seﬂm to set up nn
R&D fund Is meant to encourage this interaction.
In agriculture, broader reform is needed, but for
now, focusing on boosting the pmdm!m of com-
and
plymnnnhlshlwmndemem:pmlnmmn
difficult
tourlsm and tap into India's hugely undemullsed
tourism potential is also a positive shift. The focus on
religlous tourism will attract both Internatlonal and

is another focus in the Budget, with visa relaxations
as well as the development of 50 tourism sites in col-

laboration with state governments,
nd
Yy shich
Donald Trump fi donl aswell

intermediate pmducu in key industries like smart-

phones, pharmaceuticals, and EV batteries. This

Mdh&lpmmmhmedduwmm

has hurt

follow to ward off a Trump tariff threat in February

when the Prime Minister visits the US.
What |

Given

rising geopolitical lugmemalhn. India is neither
enough nor funds wisely. With

sales. Nominal sales of the corporate sector grew

by just 6 per cent.
Ironically, the corporate tax cut of 2019 cost the
government 27 -8 trilllon over the

pensions and wages consuming almost three-quar-
ters of the defence budget, there s only a slight
increase in capital outl:yl and equipment. As the
Uknlne war shows, the nature of modern warfare

followed by budgetary deci-

M.PC meeting with risks to Trade tensions have The rest Is largely to complete pro- past five years, Th e i'snot oy
evenas A President Donald Trump has delayed his Jects already underway. The govern- Invested very little of its x| bolun— ern equipment that matters. However, this requires

decision to impose tariffs on imports from Canada and Mexico. Meanwhile, ment now hopes that uuhsun(lal za. In a

China has retaliated against the imposition of a 10 per cent tariff. Mr Trump has tax cut for the middle class will income tax cut In 2019 mlghth slnnsmnuppon i

indicated that the United States will impose tariff restrictions on imports from
the European Union too. Trade tensions and higher tariffs could potentially dis-
rupt supply chains, resulting in higher import prices for India. Besides, higher
tariffs would push up the inflation rate in the US, According to one estimate, the
impaosition of a 25 per cent tariff on Canada and Mexico can push up the inflation
rate in the US by over 1 percentage point. Tariffs on other countries and regions
will only add to the pmblcm and reverse the disinflation process. This would
for the US Federal Reserve.

mpuulhnityu{mgmmﬂadm N@ﬂumutmloulnlmpednd

mm.ﬂmwmubcmmmdmmpmwhkhhdguﬂmmtymm
The RBIis Id be the case — and will have
wdnwfwmnwl_hnclnmegivenchnnmms.l-lomu rupcedrpmclnnm

consumption and eventua]ly help
revive private investment.

What Is proposed is a tax cut of
around ¢l trillion (0.3 per cent of gross
domestic product), but for a relatively
small population of about 47 million
urban taxpayers. Assuming a propen-
sity to consume of 0.8, the tax cut will
have a lower multiplier effect than  AIAY CHHIBBER
direct government spending. And If
some of it spills over into higher demand for supply-
constrained food items, will it also increase inflation

IF TRUTH BE TOLD

done more to boost the economy—

Finally, most analysts are happy with the decline

and even
than a corporate tax cut.

‘The Economic Survey also
attributes low private investment to
an over-regulated economy and advo-
cates & trust-based regulatory sys-

tem—"innocent unless proven
gullty” rather than the other way
around. The Budget

inthe fiscal deficit to 4.4 per cent of GDP
in FY26. But at that level, It is still well above any
pre-Covid budget deficit of the Modl government.
India's public debt as a share of GDP started rising
after FY15, despite a period of favourable external
factors, and currently sits at 84.3 per cent of GDP.
Debt repayment and Interest payments make up
almost a quarter of the government spending,

out other and there Is limited

drafta plan — we

another
oould call 11 me Specm (& on ¥

if another crisis hits, It's now time to bring

fulcmrhyncmn
However, while a regulatory clean-up Is needed,

ill affect i Thi
- o pOLL, e fit allacion mﬁ':‘;l'; et it will not bear quick results. To show serlousness,
A LEIC towat st wihar stage. Meanwhile, the RBI should actively address :;gn“:" avallabilty. Capex e T e
the liquidity issue, which can create unnecessary friction in the system. L Therefore, ifth standing why private sector research & development
the shift from on  (R&D) in Indla remains low Is a welcome step. As |

‘Owning’ Gaza
MrTrump‘s plan defies international law

ith | for 1o “take over” and “own”
ﬂwGlnStﬁpuldlumnlmndt'RMmMﬂleddkm after
US President

theP

Donald Trump h:
law. This
[ng;lcmmdinmd hosug&mlenedmlof.hnuaryw partly negotiated by Mr
Trump's own envoy before he took cath as President. Expectedly, the plan has been
Hamas and Iran, and most West Asian administrations.
Saudi Arabia has said it will not establish ties with Israel without the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state, threatening West Asian stability further.

The plan contradicts the US’ own long settled position on the two-state
solution to the Israel-Palestine crisis. Mr Trump's plan and its enthusiastic
endorsement by his Secretary of State Marco Rubio are at odds with the US state

capex spending to also Include tax cuts to boost con-
sumption and, thereby, enhance capacity utilisation
Isworthatry.

Despite record corporate profits in FY24 — with
the profit-to-GDP ratio for Nifty 500 companies
rising to 4.6 per cent, the highest since FYO8 —

highlighted in my Iebmxry 2024 column, "Indla's
Research Riddle,” Indla h: shares

the public debt level down to at least
70 per cent of GDP more rapidly than projected in
the Budget. Aggressive divestment is the only way
1o be able to do that, with about?35-40 trillion of
non-strategic assets that can be sold.

Middle-class tax rellef is welcome and will be
extremely popular. But whether what is proposed Is
suffickent to move the needle on India’s growth tra-
Jectory remains to be seen. For that, the factor reforms
- e!pedally‘labour laws and lamli !cqulsm:r‘;&—

up
of public R&D spending as a percentage of GDPbut  ing with states, are badly needed.
uneol'lhe lowest for the private sector. | was pleased

the 2024 Survey lssue 7
n deml and the Budget to Policy, George

Customs duty tweaks amid Trump tariffs

ustoms dutles are import taxes that apply to
most of India’s $678.2 billion imports for FY24.
‘The 2025 Budget introduced key changes to

textiles,

with states, whereas AIDC is not.

Key tariff changes: Let us look at key product-
Mwwlnmmmw_m

and the healthcare sector. While some dutles were
cut to boost local manufacturing and exports, others

sector. The duty on
open-cell pnns for LED and LCD TVs was removed
o boost local dlmhy module manufacturing. To

iffs :While
Donald Trump has highlighted an Indian tariff of
150 per cent on whiskey and 50 per cent on Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, the actual tariff burden on
the top 100 products, which make up three-fourths
of US imports into India, Is less than 5 per cent. A

de. thi o

(ssmmmnm umxaiuju(lpermnne.(.‘uund

($3.09 billlon) enter duty-free, as

department’s declaration of January 20, uu: day the new President was sworn were ralsed to protect Many  correctan b the tariffon inter-  few examples:
in, !hnl “the United Statesis 2ly tothe of asecure, changes are part of India’s broader trade strategy to  active flat panel displays was ralsed from 10 per cent
free, nd stable P society and g ", Second, th adapt to global shifts. Let's look at the key Budget  to 20 per cent.

- Y oo = changes and how India prepares to stay ahead. Tariffs such as PCB

365-square km Gaza Strip, home to roughly 2 million Pnltstininns who were dis-
possessed by the creation of Israel, is not the US" to “own”. It is Palestinian
mn‘lwry occupied till 2005 by Israel, which withdrew under international and
. Since 2007, the enclar by Hamas, which Western
administrations have designated a terrorist group, has been blockaded by the
Israeli Defence Forces, leaving Gazans trapped with few livelihood options.
After the Hamas attack of October 7, 2023, including the kidnapping of 251
Israelis, Israel embarked on a policy of destruction with active US materiel and
monetary support, which has d a severe crisis in the enclave.
Since Mr Trump says he does not propose to send US troops there, this ownership
and development plan appcm to bt little mnn: than an enabler for his “good
friend"” i to fulfili
aim of re- free Gaza. Since Arab nations
have rejected Mr ‘I‘rumps ahead of this to absorb
Palestinians from Gaza — most already host large numbers of refugees —
to further Israeli is implicit in the plan.
Offering business opportunities to global real estate majors to profit from urban
redevelopment plans can be viewed as significant collateral gains.

tariff levels : India's average import
tariff stands at 17 per cent, while the trade-weighted
rate is lower at 12 per cent, according to the World
Trade Organization’s 2024 report. The country’s
import duties Include the Basic
Customs Duty (BCD) and the
Agriculture  Infrastructure and
Development Cess (AIDC). In the A
2025 Budget, tariffs (BCD + AIDC)
were reduced on fewer than 100 prod-
ucts and ralsed on just 10 out of
12,000 tariff lines, leaving India's
overall tarlff structure mostly

unchanged.
Tariff slabs: The government

announced a simplified tariff struc-  AJAY SRIVASTAVA

ture, reducing the number of tariff
slabs to eight. However, this count
only Includes number of BCD slabs and does not

assembly parts, camera modules, connectors, wired
headsets, and USB cables, were cut from 2.5 per cent
to zero. This may be a problem. Since components
for export production are already duty-free, the gov-
emment must ensure a stable five-
year tariff policy to protect the fast

local facturi;

!hey are mostly reimports. Coal ($4.2 billion), large
alrcraft ($1.94 btlllnn). and liquefied natural gas ($1.41
billion) all face a modest 2.5 per cent tariff. Aluminium
scrap ($0.89 billion) has zero duty. The figures in the
brackets are US imports from India in FY2024.

US tariffs aimed at China backfired, shifting trade

ping

ecosystem, Dutles are being cutona

few smartphone components in

every Budget.

Duty was exempted on e.!
inthe

I d of reducing it. While US imports from China
fell by $82 billion (2017-2023), overall imports grew
by $763 billion, and China's global exports surged

by $1erillion.
‘While Mr Trump criticises trade partners for run-
the US, hi akey reason

electric vehicle and mobile phane
batterles. In textiles, duties on knit-
ted fabrics were increased, which
may ralse raw material costs for

— unlike other countries that must earn dollars to

buy goods, the US can simply print them.

Next steps: As Prime Minister Narendra Modl pre-

pares to meet President Trump next week, India
e e deal. WTO rules

Inthe marine sector, the duty on
frozen fish paste was cut from 30 per cent to 5 per

stipulate that trade agreements with developed
making a limited

exemptions on inputs.

from duty exemp-

factor in the total (BCD+ AIDC) slabs, which would  cent, se! and exp
mﬁ"’:"!“! b " i I"M"suking & mbulld imeint Increase the actual number. Even within BCD, the  The shipbullding and shipbreaking Industries
supplied bombs certainly live up to Mr Trump's description of post- bcllum Gan FOREiE eicutan m‘:‘ulfilmd '?““"“"’ peoducts, recahvd 'm:::?' iy
asaliving hell. He says the US would by st than officially stated. uonsonaeanmr and rare disease drugs, as well as
bombs and other weapons on the site. Any responsible leader, especially of the y many 37 essential medicines, making critical treatments
world's sole superp: could have to do so without seeking to the go overall
exercise ownership and rights. In fact, of genuine import dutles at the same level but shifted part of Advantage US: The Budget also cuts tariffs on

global leadership would have demanded that the US bring together a coalition
of countries to rebuild Gaza and persuade Israelis to lift the blockade to enable
Gazans to live in dignity, prosperity, and peace. That would go some way towards
healing the deep divisions that Israel has wrought in the region. The route to

the BCD to the AIDC. For Instance, the pre-Budget
BCD on marble slabs was 40 per cent, which was
split in the Budget to 20 per cent BCD and 20 per
cent AIDC. Similar changes were made for granite,
candles, footwear, solar cells, luxury cars, motor-

several products, which will benefit US exports to
India. Key products include Ethernet Switches (duty
culsnnmwperoemmmperm) Harley-Davidson

percent to 30 per cent),
mzllmgtwndim.lnm(ﬂum 10 per cent to zero),

deal legally ‘We have already signed the
US-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
Agreement, and Mr Trump shows no appetite for cut-
ting US tariffs.A balanced approach that considers
all aspects of India-US ties s essential. Unlike China,
India gives US digital firms near-unrestricted access,
generating billions in ad revenue. Indian students
contribute billions in tuition to US universities,
Strats . Indla remains the strongest counter-
balance to¢ (_hlna in the Indo-Pacific.
The B India
tothe US needs and willing to walk the extra mile, but
if need be, we should respond In equal measure asa

ical - ical < ARiviera demands realistic and eth- cycles, yachts, electricity meters, and elec-  synthetic flavouring essences (from 100 per cent to  soverelgn nation.
N not cynical tronic toy parts. This shift allows the central gov- 20 per cent), waste 5per
ernment to retain more revenue, as BCD lsshared  cent to zero). The author is founder, Globa! Trade Research Initiative
A AP 4 s Gandhi’sconclusion: AAPwasona moming, I With.
inside out : o e
beyond recognition. vice- int of tensi p\mummmnt,mwmwu
essentially Mr Gandhi's narrative. ghalotof] andhi’s 50 badly. hief
“ T 2011, Mr i AAPleft Mr minister onlyto resign 49 days later. But
= dhiby Against | idealist aJan Lokpal. Athief ith Theylost | eveninthatperiod, MrGandhiand Mr
o / [¥ anda itisa won. The party iriwal clashed ¥
S 24-person ", | shrewd. objective, first personaccount of by d dulation, notso g0 house for
£th Against C maoney for IAC. The Every! MrC
BOOK REVlEW (IAC), the fight foraJan of 2014 wasa had begun.
sense. MrGandh d vhi forAAP ‘Thebitter parting of ways between Mr
ADITI PHADNIS stive of the Aam Aadm idealism. cadres. The2013  Kejriwal and Yogendra Yadavand Prashant
Party(AAP)until2015, besides actingas | astute, But Delhi, y
he first edition of this book the party’s head in Maharashtra. His place. [twas MrGandhi who brought describes howthe had led But
appeared in 2018, Between then unit was disbanded because of Arvind Kejriwal and AnnaHazaretogether, | Kefriwal-Hazare Author: fth thatthe: Some
and now, Mayank Gandhl, an party chief Arvind coteries Mayank Gandhiwith  Congress Butit Mr Kejriwal's go-t
actlvist dedicated tosocial transforma- | Kejriwal. In 2015, he fromthe d cabal ! became ShreyShah Others ke A h
exitedpower | party'snational y Publisher: AAPInpower. between MrKejriwal and the Yadav-
Iesplefm\rgmwm:hmme ‘The original version of the book was " king”. He hasa hilaris Simon &Schusterindia  Giventhe Bhush: bine. Th hed
lidellns.therlle(u s ot Pages: 291 numbers, ifAAP apass that there were “bouncers
on your he of AAP Hazare, in Delhi for; got s Price: ¥399 and Congress evervwhele when the fateful March 28
helped 4 Th Issueofforminga a Therest Is history.
Irself, then a political party and then a d; M TheJanL Thiswas MrKejriwal's transformation Is akinto
maonstrous leviathan, Although Shrey Swatl Vihar. the doorwere had. Mr Others, api . Dy
Shah, a lawyer l. | ignored. Tt reform. 1AC Gandhl, AAP et beliefi IACand AAP
S officer one day by geh exoept ‘worst, at d limb, ‘What Janata = stood for, MrC '3
af th slistedasa AAPhad lost its way. The plp floors ithit? Th Congress, Itisan
co-author, Mr Gandhl, his mentor, says he visit what But Mr
“helped” him write the book. This, then, is | AAP it Mr found Mr The next Hmmnndmanyalmslnmm
T a oo oo a o0 oo «
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BREAKING FREE FROM
THE BLAME GAME

It's easy to point fingers when things go wrong,
but true growth begins with self-reflection

AT

AT KUMAH BISHNOI

& all are used to blaming others for our woes. There are
Wsnmo exceptions, mostly devotees of God. Why do we

behave thus almost instinctively? There are two main rea-
sons. One is doing s is easy. This way we don't have to take respon-
sibility for our troubles, though this is the exact opposite of the
‘Karmaphala Principle’, which is “what we sow is what we reap."
We are forever doing 'karmas’ (acts) by our minds, speech and bod-
Ies. We may not think so, but It is true. When we have fearful thoughts,
there are bodily manif like I heartbeats,
elc

As regards speech, we know that when speak nicely we get reward-
ed. On the other hand, getting angry or abusing someone evokes
similar responses. Bodily acts like working in an office brings us a
salary. However, some acts do not bring immediate results or fruits;
they do o in future, even in future lives. Al our acts are duly record-
ed by the Divine Authority; they know exactly what we do. Nothing
Is hidden from them. This is God's arrangement under whose super-

-

vision they work. (The Bhagavad-Geeta 9.10) The other reason Is
acceptance that we are really small and quite ignorant, We have made
mistakes in the past. This hurts our ego. All others can and do make
mistakes except us. The feeling of superiority, which we lull our-
selves 1o nurture, gets dented. What harm do we cause ourselves
when we don't take responsibility for our acts at least internalty?
We won't do anything about correcting our flaws.
They will continue to haunt us. Because we only can correct our
faults; nobody else can, We have free will to decide what we do.
And finding faults in others won't help, because they won't correct
themselves just because we desire it. Therefore, whatever caused
our troubles remain. Someone may point out that many times
strangers cause us trouble like a drunk driver. Yes, it is true, but
this happens because he only acted as a medium to cause us trou-
ble, as it was destined according to the Karmaphala Principle. This
Is reality, The same is true about troubles given to us by natural forces.
God has warned us that this will happen in this place of misery.
(8.15)Then, we make enemies of people, who we blame.
These are mostly near and dear ones, with whom we associate. What
do you think is the primary cause of family feuds? It is a blame game
when something goes wrong. These are the people, who are cru-
cial for our peace of mind. We don't please God either, because blam-
ing others for what wrong we have done is against ‘dharma’. This
way we distance ourselves from the only entity, who can help us
to correct our flaws, especially in our nature. God has promised to
even get us out of all troubles if we develop God's consciousness.
(18.58) But will we listen? What is the solution? Start with the real-
Isation that we are fallible; we will make mistakes as we have done
In the past. We must have, otherwise we won't be bound to the birth
and death cycle,
The quality of humility is very important in this regard, as it is in all
Interpersonal relationships. Starting to do spiritual practices, which
suit our nature will help greatly. Why? God comes into the picture.
He begins to take an interest in us. This is what | have done, and
believe me results are unbelievable. My Lord is micromanaging my
life. Minor miracles happen all the time leaving me astonished.
(The writer is a spiritual teacher; views are personal)
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US sanctions: A bold move
or another futile attempt

UTTAM GUPTA

The US has imposed a fresh round of sanctions on Russia’s energy sector in a bid to cut
its oil revenue. The crucial question remains: Will these measures be effective

n January 10, 2024, the out-
going Biden administration
of the United States of
America (USA) made pub
lic its latest round of sanc
tions on Russia aimed at cutting the lat-
ter's income from energy sales. These
sanctions seek 1o target two large produc-
ers, as well as insurers, traders and more
than 180 vessels carrying Russian oil. The
US Office of Foreign Assets Control - the
agency tasked with enforcement of the
sanctions - has set a deadline of February
27,2024, for the delivery of all crude car
goes that were loaded on sanctioned ves
sels before January 10, 2024, Besides, the
European Union (EU) bloc countries are
mmcmplnlmF [;hmt—mu import of
Russian Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG),
Will these sanctions work?
Before that, we need to ask whether sanc
tions worked in the past. In a bid to pun-
ish Russia for its military action against
Ukraine, in June 2022, leaders of G7 viz.,
the United States, Germany, France,
Britain, Italy, Canada and Japan had
vowed to explore the feasibility of mea-
sures to bar imports of Russian oil at a
price above a certain level. In September
2022, their finance ministers (FMs) said,
“We confirm our joint political intention
to finalize and implement a comprehen-
sive prohibition of services, whlcll\ enable
maritime transportation of Russian-ori-
gin crude oil and petroleum products
globally. Providing those services would
only be allowed if the oil and petroleum
products are purchased at or below a price
(the price cap) determined by the broad
coalition of countries adhering to and
implementing the price cap”
On December 5, 2022, they set the price
ceiling at USS$60 per barrel, It was meant
1o weaken Russia financially by under-
mining its ability to ate revenue from
the export of petroleum products while
ensuring that supplies to them (read:
G7/EU) are not impacted. There was an
inherent contradiction in this approach,
Russia is the third-largest producer of
crude oil with over 12 per cent share in
lobal crude production and the second-
largest exporter. In the case of natural gas
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DESPITE
DEPENDING
HEAVILY ON
RUSSIA FOR

THEIR ENERGY

EDS, THE G7
COUNTRIES

WANTED THOSE

SUPPLIES
SHOULD

CONTINUE BUT
THEY WOULDN'T

PAY A PRICE
MORE THAN
WHAT THEY
DEEMED FIT

(NG), it is the worlds second
largest producer with a share of 10
per cent. In world t;!‘lﬂll, s con

tribution is even higher at 25 per
cent. When it comes to EU coun-
tries, their dependence on Russia is
even higher, drawing 40 per cent of
their NG supplies and 25 per cent
of crude from it. Some countries in
the bloc viz. Germany, Netherlands,
and Poland source a much higher
percentage of their requirements
from Russia,

Despite depending heavily on
Russia for their energy needs, the
G7 countries wanted those supplies
should continue but they wouldn't
pay a price more than what they
deemed fit, Curiously, that price
would be determined by "how
much revenue they would wish
Russia to earn from those sales’ not
by global demand-supply forces,
One is reminded of the famous
adage if wishes were horses, h‘?l
!r:n would ride. As expected,
things didn't pan out as per their
wish.

Even as the group members were
busy forging a coalition and delib-
erating on ‘what should be the cap,
the imposition of sanctions led to
disruption in supplies leading o a
steep increase in the price of both
crude oil and NG, The EU coun
tries were forced to buy all their
requirements at ‘elevated’ prices as
during that period, the price cap
wasn't in force, This led to a huge
increase in  their import
bill According to the Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Alr,
Russia received about 158 billion
euros in revenue for the sale of oil,
NG and coal from February to
August 2022, more than half of
which - some 85 billion euros
worth - was from the EU.
Russia’s revenue increased even as
overall export volumes dnq’&vd by
18 per cent compared with the cor-
responding period before the inva-
sion of Ukraine. Put simply, Russia

earned more by selling fewer vol-
umes. On December 5, 2 022, the
G7 bloc announced a ceiling price
of USS60 per barrel of crude. This
achieved little in restricting Russias
earnings, As it is, fixing the cap at
USS$60 per barrel is laughable con-
sidering that the cost of producing
oil is substantially lower, in fact, a
fraction of this number. Even if
exports were made at this price
(between December 2022 and June
2023, most of Russias crude was
selling at less than this price m\rly—
ing no violation), it would still be
generating a lot of surpluses to keep
its war machinery well-oiled Since,
July 2023, the price has been above
the cap, courtesy, of reduced avail
ability of oil worldwide as a result
of Saudi Arabia and Russia cutting
production hz‘- one million barrels
per day (mbd) and 0.3 Mbps
respectively over and above the cut
agreed to in the meeting of OPEC
+ in April 2023,

Russia has been able to benefit from
this as well. For instance, accord-
ing to S&P Global Platts, its key
cxgm grade crude sold at around
USS75 per barrel enabling it to gar
ner ol income of US$211 million
a day durin, Scp(cmhﬂ 2023.The
sanctions didnt work. The G7
wanted to enforce it by requiring
buyers of Russian petroleum to
make “attestations” to providers of
services including insurance,
finance, brokering, and naviga
tion to oil cargoes, saying ‘they
bought at or below the cap.

What if the buyer gives a fudged
document mentioning a price less
than the cap? Still, the G7 countries
can't take any action as per their
agreement: services' providers can't
be held liable for false pricing
information provided by buyers
and sellers,

It is also possible to circumvent the
cap by setting the price as oil
leaves a Russian port, not what's
paid by a refinery in, say, India.

While the former can stay well
within the $60 per barrel level,
transportation costs and margins of
trading companies (albeit Russian-
affiliated) in countries not partic-
ipating in sanctions are inflated to
yield the desired net back in
Russian hands.
1tis then no surprise that there are
numerous instances of ‘loading
Russian oil at all ports within
Russia’ by vessels owned or insured
by Western nations, with little sign
of enforcement action initiated
the G7 authorities. Apart from this,
there are umpteen parallel fleets
and Insurance companies - under
non-Western ownership - that are
being used for handling, shipping,
and insuring Russian oil.

In case of NG, on December 19,
2022, the EU energy ministers
had agreed to a price cap linked to
the existing price of liquefied nat
ural gas (LNG). Since, LNG prices
are prone to fluctuations, the NG
price cap would also fluctuate, It
goes against the very idea of a ceil
ing price.

Besides, even this so called cap
could be suspended if the EU
faces a gas supply shortage, or if the
cap causes & drop in trading vol-
umes, & jJump in gas use and s0 on,
So, it was a non-starter,
Meanwhile, Russia has cut off most
of its pipeline gas deliveries to EU
forcing the latter to import record
volumes of LNG from none other
than Russia in 2024, In this back-
drop, for EU to now proclaim that
it will phase-out import of Russian
LNG is plain rhetoric,

Thus far, the US/EU have roared
like a toothless tiger. The latest sanc-
tions announced by Biden don't
change its basic character. They
need to get adjusted to the realities
of global demand-supply for ener
ﬁy and not let military objectives to

ictate terms.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

Trump’s economic gamble: High tariffs, tax cuts and the risks of protectionism
By imposing steep tariffs on imports, Trump aims to boost US manufacturing, but the move has sparked fierce debate, with many questioning its effectiveness

onald Trump, the
Dncwl)‘ elected President

of the United States, has
once again made headlines
with his bold economic state
ments, Known for his unpre
dictability during his previous
tenure, Trump is doubling
down on his protectionist
trade policies and tax reforms.
His proposals, particularly
those refated to tariffs, taxation,

and | policies,
have sparked widespread
debate over their economic
viability and long-term impact
on the country,

Tariff Wars and
Protectionism: Trump has
long argued that the U.S, suf
fers from an imbalance in
trade due to high tariffs
imposed by countries like
China, India, and Brazil. To
counter this, he proposes rais

ASHWANI MAHAJAN

ing import duties on goods
entering the US, with the aim
of revitalising domestic indus

tries and bringing back man

ufacturing jobs,

He contends that low import
duties have driven American
production overseas, causing
Job losses and reducing gov-
ernment revenue [rom

tariffs, To address these con-
cerns, Trump has already
announced tarifl hikes on
imports from Canada, Mexico,
and China, However, these
nations have retaliated with
their own tariffs on US goods,
sparking fears of an intensified
trade war. Despite these risks,
Trump remains firm on his
stance that high tariffs will not
only protect domestic indus
tries but also help reduce
reliance on imports,
The Controversial Tax Plan:
One of Trump's most radical
roposals is the complete abo-
ition of income tax, which he
suggests will be offset by
increased import duties. This
move aligns with his long-
standing position of reducing
tax burdens on wealthy
Americans—a policy he also
pursued in his previous tenure,

He further plans to reverse the
income tax hikes imposed by
former President Joe Biden on
ultra-rich individuals. Trumps
vision is to shift the tax burden
onto foreign countries by rais-
ing tariffs while reducing
domestic taxation. He argues
that by doing so, disposable
incomes will rise, leading to
economic growth and prosper
ity. He frequently references
the period from 1870 to 1913,
a time when the US relied on
tariff-based revenue and expe
rienced significant economic
expansion, However, modern
economists caution that the
slubal economy has evolved
rastically since then, making
a return to such a system
risky and impractical,
Encouraging Domestic
Production: Another key
aspect of Trumps economic

policy is his call for American
companies to relocate their
manufacturing operations
back to the US. He has warned
businesses that l'.\ilm%\ln doso

will subject them to high tar-
iffs and taxes. In particular, he
alms to boost production in
pharmaceuticals, semiconduc

tor manufacturing, and the
steel induxur. Trump argues
that the decline of domestic

1d

ind hinh

such as

Furthermore, he intends to
reverse restrictions on mining
rare earth minerals, arguing
that | concerns

P
ing and defense manufactur-

should not stand in the way of
economic d

ing, Is a direct o ce of
outsourcing. By incentivising
businesses to reshore their
operations, he hopes to rebuild
America industrial strength
and reduce dependency on
foreign nations for critical
goods,
Environmental Rollbacks
and Energy Policies: In addi
tion to his trade and tax poli-
cles, Trump has taken a firm
stance against environmental
regulations, which he believes
have stifled economic growth,
He has announced plans to
dismantle wind and solar ener-
Ey farms, claiming that they
arm land value and hinder

economic progress.

Trump believes that reducing
support for nrm\ energy ini
tiatives will benefit tradition
al industries such as coal and
oil. However, critics angue that
these moves will set America
back in the global race for
clean energy innovation and
environmental sustainability,
Potential Consequences
Inflation Risks: Increased tar-
iffs on imports will raise the
cost of goods, leading to high
er inflation, Since many mn}\;n
tries rely on global supply
chains, US consumers may
face rising prices for everyday
products,

Retaliatory Measures: Other

countries have already begun
imposing counter-tariffs on
American goods. For instance,
Canada has responded with its
own tariffs and urged its citi
zens to avoid US travel, If more
countries follow suit, US
exports could suffer significant
losses.
Environmental and
Technological Setbacks:
Rolling back environmental
protections and abandonin,
clean energy initiatives cwul&
make the US less competitive
in the global economy, The
growing market for EVs and
renewable energy presents sig-
nificant economic opportuni
ties, which America may for
feit by shifting focus back to
traditional industries,
(The author is Professor,

PGDAV College, University of

Delhi; views are personal)
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Machines excel at things that are nearly impossible for most humans, including rapidly analysing large datasets and predicting complex patterns, yet struggle with tasks that children find easy, like understanding
motives. Representative illustration. IGOR OMILAEY

Question for the Al age: do machines
and humans learn the same way?

The age of artificial intelligence promises to be a time in which scientists will learn a lot about human brain. Existing Al models are inspired mostly
by the brains of animals. Human brain makes decisions stunningly fast using abstractions and generalisation whereas machines struggle to do this

LV, Padma

he dramatic surge of artificial

intelligence (Al) has also made

visible the machines humming

underneath to make its
applications possible.

From their origins in being able to
separate data into different groups, Al
today excels at too many tasks to count.
Just in 2024, smartphones have started to
be sold with Al models built into them,
while five of the seven men who won the
2024 science Nobel Prizes did so for work
in AL

As it happens, the age of Al also
promises to be a time in which scientists
will learn a lot about the human brain as
well. Existing Al models are inspired
mostly by the brains of animals. Since
these brains haven’t been easy to study,
scientists have been looking to Al models
as a proxy.

How do humans learn?

Machines excel at things that are nearly
impossible for most humans, including
rapidly analysing large datasets,
predicting complex patterns, and learning
to play chess like a grandmaster within a
day. Yet neuroscientists say they also
struggle with tasks that human children
find easy, like understanding motives.

“The paradox of today’s Al stems from
the fact that the human brain has an
evolutionary, biological origin and Al
does not,” Celeste Kidd, associate
professor of psychology at the University
of California, Berkeley, said. "It is likely
that [for] the type of intelligence that we
have evolved for taking care of helpless
offspring, we need to be able to read the
intentions of a child that is running
towards a cliff [or one| that's not yet able
to feed themselves and say that they are
hungry”

According to Arjun Ramakrishnan,
asszslanl prolcssur in the department of

logical sciences and bi i ing at
IIT-Kanpur, “At the heart of what drives
learning in humans and animals” is a
*“dual focus on both meeting immediate
biological needs and adapting to a
constantly shifting environment.”

“The need to secure resources and
maintain balance in the face of an
ever-changing environment,” he added,
“likely spurred the evolution of

interactive, and includes feedback loops
between the organism's internal state and
external challenges.

Humans' upper hand

According to biologists at the Heidelberg
Laureate Forum, a meeting held in
September 2024 in Germany, machines
are not curious. "Unlike Al systems,
children are naturally curious, exploring
the world on their own while
simultaneously learning within a social
and cultural context,” Kidd said at the
forum. “Our curiosity is driven by
knowing what we don’t know.”

According to Kidd, the information
children discover when they seek it is of a
different type than the data fed into Al
systems.

“The single experience of a child with
an apple is very different from Google
Photos labelling an apple in an image. A
child’s experience with an apple is
sensory. They're feeling the apple, they're
seeing the apple, it's multi-dimensional.
The data people are getting is much,
much richer. And there are tonnes of
correlations you can pick up on in order
to leverage things like learning and
generalisation.”

The human brain and the body have
been “trained” on such data over
millennia.

Thus, human learning requires much
less data to solve a problem with the same
level of proficiency, according to Ashesh
Dhawale, the DBT Wellcome Trust India
Alliance Intermediate Fellow at the Centre
for Neuroscience, Indian Institute of
Science, Beng,{luru.

For Ithough the Alph

according to Brigitte Roder, professor of
biological psychology and
neuropsychology at the University of
Hamburg. Yet the human brain makes
decisions stunningly fast using
abstractions and generalisation whereas
machines still struggle to do this.

Dhawale used the example of chess. "If
you are proficient at chess, this ability will
likely extend to other board games like
checkers. This means humans can leam
the structure underlying a task and
generalise it to quickly solve new tasks —
that is, they can learn to learn,” he sa:d

L

A child with an apple Is very different
from Google Photos labelling an apple.
A child’s experience is sensory. They
are feeling and seeing. The data people
are getting is richer. There are tons of
correlations you can use in order to
leverage things like learning and
generalisation

Researchers are now
bring this paradigm to machine Icammg.
an approach called meta learning. It's not
unlikely that machines will catch up here
as well.

Humans also excel at motor-skill
learning. “Somehow humans and animals
are very efficient at learmning how to
move,” according to Dhawale, *but we
don’t know exactly why this is the case”

ically as point processes that
c icate via electrical impul:
essentially operating in an on/off mode,”
Ramakrishnan said. “This reductionist
approach has nonetheless allowed us to
uncover fundamental principles that
underlie complex cognitive behaviours.”

At its core is the idea that feedback

loops drive learning. Researchers used it
to develop reinforcement learning, a

Neural networks are great at navigating  training algorithm that has also been
tasks involving discrete choices, but they remarkably successful at explaining how
stumble with movement. One reason is update their k ledge and
because being able to make a simple adapt based on their experiences,
motion, such as reaching for a fruitona according to Ramakrishnan.
table, requires a learning agent to The development of .iruhml neural

ptimise for many ind ks has also ded our
varying conti ly across & ding of how memories could be

many degrees of freedom.

Then there’s energy efficiency.
According to Ramakrishnan, the human
brain’s low power consumption becomes
readily apparent when recognising
patterns, making decisions, and
conducting social interactions. Machines
can operate very fast, but their energy

model developed by Google subsidiary
DeepMind is better at chess than any
human player, it reached this level of
proficiency only after playing around 40
million games during its training,
Dhawale said. “In contrast, it is estimated
that humans need some tens of thousands
of training games to reach grandmaster
proficiency.”

“One of the key advantages humans
have over machines lies in the speed and
efficiency of learning,” Ramakrishnan
said. “We can absorb new information

is also much higher,
especially when they process large
datasets.

Where machines excel

However, machines are more reliable.
Unlike machines, which are built for

repeatability and can perform the same

task again with consistent precision,

stored and accessed in the brain: as
dynamic processes that can be activated
and adjusted over time rather than
remain preserved in particular areas.

Artificial neural networks with this
ability can perform better. “The
development of algorithms that handle
short-term and longterm memory
processes in artificial networks has
provided us with a deeper understanding
of how the brain may operate in these
domains,” Ramakrishnan said.

More broadly, Al models’ successes in
the real world have prompted
neuroscientists and cognitive scientists to
revisit ideas of how the human brain
learns. For some time since the mid-20th

humans contend with Laugue
decision-making, and di

century, d the brain
about the world

“While we are designed to operate in
volatile, ever-changing environments and
our ability to explore and adapt is one of

sophisticated neural mec , driving
not just simple responses to immediate
needs but also complex learning and
strategic decision-making abilities.”

Learning is thus not just a process of
acquiring static information but an
ongoing, dynamic interaction between an
organism and its environment.

“The brain, shaped by evolutionary
pressures, must adapt not only to
predictable stimuli but also to the
unpredictability of environmental
fluctuations,” he added. “This complexity
is reflected in the ability of humans and
animals to sense and respond to rapid
changes in the environment and social
interactions, a key advantage for
survival.”

Learning is thus long-duration,

4]
K

rapidly, building on past experiences and our greatest strengths, this flexibility
knowledge in a flexible, adaptive way." often comes at the cost of consistency,”
This ability to i ly improve on i said.
prior lessons without extensive In contrast to the brain, neural
mpmgmmmmg gives humans a network modds are uhen mmcd to
i edge in dynamic search ly for ions to

in a symbolic manner and that its many
abilities — perception, planning,
reasoning, etc. — were achieved through
symbolic operations.

Many early attempts at building Al
models thus used approaches. One
well-known application was expert
systems, models capable of complex

where new information and challenges
emerge constantly.

Humans are also remarkably good at
“transfer learning.” “We can apply
knowledge and skills from one context to
entirely different, unfamiliar scenarios
with relative ease,” Ramakrishnan said.
This ability to generalise is still a
significant challenge for machines and
artificial networks, which are typically
confined to narrow domains and struggle
to adapt to new or unforeseen contexts
without retraining.

The communication between neurons
in the human brain takes the form of
biochemical processes that operate more
slowly than the channels between
neurons in artificial neural networks,

complex tasks, Dhawale explained. This
means they are more likely to discover
new, better solutions to problems than
humans can. At games like chess and Go,
Al models have been known to develop
moves that surprise even expert players.
“One could argue that the strategies
used by humans to learn may be more
efficient but can’t discover the most
optimal solutions because they are not
designed to search exhaustively.”

From artificial to human

The differences between human and

machine learning could elucidate where

the neural network of each brain —

artificial or biological - falls short.
“Neurons are often treated

as a series of if-then problems.

On the other hand, contemporary
neural networks operate connectionist
models, named for the weighted
connections between the nodes ina
network. These models begin with a
blank slate and use pattern recognition
technigues to achieve their primary goals:
say, to accurately predict the next word in
an unfinished sentence.

“The question, therefore, is what type
of Al - symbolic or connectionist - is the
better model for human learning,”
Dhawale said. “Despite the success of
neural network Al models, 1still think
they learn in a very different way from
how humans learn.”

(T.V. Padma is a science journalist in
New Delhi. tvpadma 10@yahoo.co.in)

Acity-sized rock hurtles towards the earth's
surface, releasing shock waves. Representative
Illustration. GETTY IMAGES\STOCKPHOTO

An asteroid
might hit earth.
How worried
should we be?

A colossal explosion in the sky,
unleashing energy hundreds of times
greater than the Hiroshima bomb. A
blinding flash nearly as bright as the sun.
Shockwaves powerful enough to flatten
everything for leagues.

It may sound apocalyptic, but a newly
detected asteroid nearly the size of a
football field now has a greater than 1%
chance of colliding with the earth in
about eight years.

Such an impact has the potential for
city-level devastation, depending on
where it strikes.

Scientists aren’t panicking yet, but they
are watching closely.

Dubbed 2024 YR4, the asteroid was
first spotted on December 27, 2024, by the
El Sauce Observatory in Chile. Based on
its brightness, astronomers estimate it is
40-90 m wide.

By New Year’s Eve, it had landed on the
desk of Kelly Fast, acting planetary
defense officer at US space agency NASA,
as an object of concern.

The risk assessment kept climbing, and
on January 29, the International Asteroid
Warning Network (IAWN), a global
planetary defense collaboration, issued a
memo.

According to the latest calculations
from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
there is a 1.6% chance the asteroid will
strike the earth on December 22, 2032.

Ifit does hit, possible impact sites
include over the eastern Pacific Ocean,
northern South America, the Atlantic
Ocean, Africa, the Arabian Sea, and South
Asia, the IAWN memo states.

2024 YR4 follows a highly elliptical,
four-year orbit, swinging through the
inner planets before shooting past Mars
and out toward Jupiter.

The 1908 Tunguska Event
provides the most likely
comparison. An asteroid or

comet fi nt d over
Siberia, flattening some 80
million trees across 2,000 sq. km

For now, it's zooming away from the
earth. Its next close pass will not come
until 2028.

“The odds are very good that not only
will this not hit earth, but at some point in
the next months to few years, that
probability will go to zero,” said Bruce
Betts, chief scientist of The Planetary
Society.

A similar scenario unfolded in 2004
with Apophis, an asteroid initially
projected to have a 2.7% chance of
striking Earth in 2029, Further
observations ruled out an impact.

The most infamous asteroid impact
occurred 66 million years ago, when a
nine-kilometre-wide space rock triggered
a global winter, wiping out the dinasaurs
and 75% of all species.

By contrast, 2024 YR4 falls into the
“city killer” cats

“If you put it over Paris or London or
New York, you basically wipe out the
whole city and some of the environs,”
said Betts,

The best modern comparison is the
1908 Tunguska Event, when an asteroid
or comet fragment measuring 30-50
metres exploded over Siberia, flattening
80 million trees across 2,000 sq. km.

Like that impactor, 2024 YR4 would be
expected to blow up in the sky, rather
than leaving a crater on the ground.

For 2024 YR4, the explosion from an
airburst would exceed 500-times the
power of the Hiroshima bomb.

If it explodes over the ocean, the
impact would be less concerning, unless
it happens near a coastline triggering a
tsunami.The good news, experts stress, is
that we have plenty of time to prepare.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page'
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Building blocks

Schooling programmes need sustained support

combination of higher budgetary outlays for
A school education and a realig of
schemes at the primary and secondary levels
seems to be yielding some results, Of the Budgetary
outlay of over ¥1.28 lakh crore for education in FY26
178,572 crore is for school education and 50,077
crore for higher education. There can be no argumen
gainst improving comp lesaswellas "
ratios at the lower level as a precondition for better
in higher educati

Accordingly, outlays for school education
are up 16 per cent in FY26 over the revised
estimates for this fiscal, against 7.7 per cent
in the case of higher education. It is another
matter that the spending this fiscal has been
flat in education, with the budgeted targets
being undershot, This should not recur,
particularly as education moulds our
demographic dividend — more precisely, the
future of over 265 million children in school
today. The slide in learning in the Covid
years has just about been made up all-India
with some variations across States, There
should be no further setback on account of
paucity of funds. If the FY26 allocation for
schooling and literacy is fully used, it would
result in an additional spend of over 10,000
crore over two years. It also appears from the
results of the recently released Annual
Status of Education Report 2024 that these
outlays are working, particularly in some
backward States.

For instance, the proportion of Class §
children in government schools who can
read a Class 2 level text fell from 44.2 per
cent in 2018 to 38,5 per cent in 2022 and then
recovered to 44.8 per cent in 2024, as per the
report, States that have shown more thana
10-percentage point increase in this
proportion (vis-a-vis pre-Covid) in
government schools include Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu, Ata
lower level, that is Class 3, government
schools have done better than private ones,
with seven States, including Uttar Pradesh,
Uttaranchal and Odisha, showinga 10
percentage point increase. But overall, the
picture remains a sobering one, with 67.5 per
cent of Class 8 students displaying improved
reading abilities in government schools in
2024, against 69 per cent pre-pandemic, In
arithmetic abilities too, the outcomes are
better at the lower than the higher levels,
with government schools leading the way.
Primary schooling has improved, but the
same cannot be sald for the higher levels.
Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and
Uttarkhand have outperformed the rest in
arithmetic abilities,

The Economic Survey for FY25 observes
that the emphasis on ‘foundational literacy
and numeracy’ under the National
Education Policy, which focuses on children
up to Class 3, is paying off. The flagship

amme here is NIPUN (National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with
Understanding and Numeracy) Bharat. An
eclectic combination of teaching techniqy
which have worked in different States is
being put to use, with NGOs being involved
in the process, It is important for successes
at the base to move up the pyramid.

OTHER VOICES.

G The“

Donald Trump’s power grab: a coup veiled by chaos

Donald Trumg Is provoking & US constitutional criss, claiming sweeping
powers to override or bypass Congress's control over spendng in a brazen
attempt to centralise hnancial power in the executive branch. If he succeeds,
Nobel laureate Paul Krugman warns, it would be a 21st-century coup — with
power slipping from elected officials’ hands. The real story hidden behind the
president’s trade war, he says, is the hijascking of government. And Me
Krugman's right. By usurping the authority to shut down governenent
programmes at will Me Trump could slash federal spending and tases while
pretending to bafance the books. In reality, he'd be robbing the poor to enrich
the wealthy Me Trump's philosophy is simple: let the uber-rich do whatever
they want, with little or 1o cversight. uowson s 1)

GLOBAI
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DeepSeek proves ‘high fence’ cannot hinder innovation
China's arthicial inteligence (A1) company DeepSeek has launched its latest
large mode|, DeepSeek-R1, which has achieved breakthroughs in several areas
at an unexpectedly low cost. This is a positive development in the feld of Al,
but some sectors and indviduals in the US have shown hostility and aggression
toward DeepSeek. However, f the US attempts to block it with tarifs, export
controls, or intellectual property claims, such actions would not cnly hinder
the overall progress of Al technology but also be detrimental to the
development of Al technology in the US itsell, The emergence of DeepSeek
proves that, under the guise of national security, sttempts to suppress China's
technological progress are ul ly doomed to fail by

ASHIMA GOYAL

hange is a time for renewed

vigour, But it is also

Important to build on

major lessons. Three

Iug uP::pednlly
relevant to the new
Pollcyl}un\lt‘numcu in mcmobd
turmoil. The first is the required level of
the real repo rate, the second is the
importance of keeping core liquidity in
surplus and the third is how to react to

nge rate volatility.

THE REAL REPO RATE

Salient changes in the last two months
for the MPC to consider are headline
inflation falling within the tolerance
band and towards the target as expected.
Market expectation for mu’y Is4.6per
centand 4 per cent for the year, so
current as well as forward looking real
repo rate is above 2 per cent. Such a real
rate contributed to the current growth
and investment slowdown, just as It did
inthe 2010s.

These episodes underline the interest
sensitivity of Indian aggregate demand,
which research also supports, Policy
needs to Internalise this, Corporate
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Policy rate: To cut or
not to cut

TIME FOR ACTION. Given the current growth and investment slowdown,
at least a 25 bps cut would be in order

red. Extended perfods of tij
mrllquldlwmvpr thcpﬂtygr“

results have largely reflected the raised short rates above the repo and
lowdown that set in after six h g f slowdown, althoug)
hi, rates and tight I + Real short term lquidity adjusts
poﬁ‘cmc-hmbnﬂlghqgmm end i tl o }m-nqmmzy
than a year now, Their continuance is adjustment facllity (LAF), But only
du#em-ﬂnummryﬂkyml banks can access the LAF window, Ina
withalag. regime of instant withdrawals, they are
Fiscal consolidation has exceeded not comfortable Itndlni:hcn long term
expectations. The underlying growth or core liquidity is in deficit. Moreover,
-nmyﬂommlllo conservative. our markets are still subject to
There p agriculture as o Il v shocks from foreign
the first growth engine with action flows, cash leakages or changes in
proposed on vegetable supply chains. All rnment cash man, nt.
this should provide comfort to the MPC. Pending structural reform such as
Itis argued that since the t more inter-bank Imdns-nd uauulty
provides stimulus the MPC notdo  windows for a far more diversified set of
s0. The Budget will trigger demand from  financlal market participants, it may be
different categories with continuin good for the RBI to plan to keep durable

growth in capex, welfare transfers for
non-income and large tax cuty
for lower rungs of middle-class

rs with high

liquidity in surplus. The surplus may be
marginal when moneta Intight
m:‘r‘nm substantial w&r\’;‘:ﬂ? th

mmtt Buta falling fiscal deficit
ratio Implies net demand from the
government is reducing, Monetary
policy therefore has to stimulate

e demand. It has the space and
one of the best instruments — the real
interest rate that affects consumption
and investment decisions. A real policy
rate of around unity is essential for
sustalned recovery,

LIQUIDITY INJECTION

Itis also argued that liguidity s more
important than rates and must be in
surplus before a rate cut can be
transmitted. But the RBI's recent
liquidity injection despite continued
dollar outflows shows they have the
tools if the intent is there, Ina neutral
stance, they are free to Inject as

dative. This will require
anticipating or at least responding
n::k , to shocks that drain durable

EXCHANGE RATE VOLATILITY
‘The main concern behind recent cally

Pending structural
reform such as more
inter-bank lending and
liquidity windows for a
far more diversified set of
financial market participants,
it may be good for the RBI
to plan to keep durable
liquidity in surplus

for a status quo in rates seems to be fear
of global volatility, But it ks important to
smooth external shocks, not vate
them by squeezing domestic demand as
well, Trumps unpredictability should
not be allowed to drive the Indian
economy. The post pandemic perfod
showed we have the degrees of freedom
10 set interest rates to sult our domestic

le.
chmlynl who were first asking the RBI
to let the rupee go, now want to tie the
repo rate to defend the rupee, But the
MoU with the government has no
mention of exchange rates, Under
inflation targeting, the policy rate
cannot be used for an interest rate
defence.

Inany case It does not work in Indian
conditions where high growth attracts
FPI more than high interest rates that
squeese growth. There were more
inflows when our interest differential
with the US was narrowest in 2023 It
has widened with 1 per cent of Fed rate
cuts in 2024,

Sothe MPC can and should do

hing about the exchange rate, The

reserves were rebuilt, Outcomes were
similar in many past periods of global
risk-off.

Our analysts’ dilemma illustrates why
this kind of intervention Is essential. In
advanced economies (AEs) the nominal
exchange rate tends to revert to trend
after overshooting, but in emerg
markets fears of persistent depreciation
set in leading to calls to ralse interest
rutes.

Aviclous cycle of falling snn:mh and

further outflows can set In, Research
shows that it is EMs (emerging markets)
with the buffers to craft independent
policy that do well.

In AEs floats ac inflation
targeting and free the MPC from
considering exchange rates. In EMs it is
managed exchange rate flexibility and

hat does so. e rate
m driv v 1

shocks can be too much, or in the wrong
direction,

‘The argument that depreciation itself
stimulated demand, so no rate cut Is
required, is also not correct in Indian

interest rate has to be set based on
domestic inflation and growth profiles.
But the RBI has multiple instruments
which it can and should use to reduce
excess volatility and persistent real
deviation of the exchange rate. Outflows
can be used opportunistically to achieve
the required depreciation, while
reserves prevent over-depreciation and

d Exports are largely
competitive, with limited a 0,
on pr:e’ Increases, while dommnl gi.l.
imports instantly become more
ve, s0 over time the result Is

inflation and real lation.
Persistent real appreciation does hurt
exports and has to be avolded.

It follows that at least a 25 basis point
cut Is required. Rate cuts are delayed and

are rebullt during inflows, Some there s space for more cuts, but slow
volatility is gnom'or price discovery, to and steady is best in rocky times, Doing
induce b and inoculate markets nothing is the worst cholce.
from fear of change.

Analysts were similarly worrled Tha writer was a mambar of the praviows MPC. Th
duri: f .

after the Ukraine m;Wouf. But

Shadow Moneeary Palcy Committee

A closer look at rebate under Section 87A

Available up to a total income of ¥12 lakh, the rebate is essentially on the tax liability of up to ¥60,000 in absolute terms

bl.explainer applicable) s levied on the tax computed Which Incomes are not Included in
earlier. Health and Ed: Cens Section 87A and why?
Arun K Shanmugam (HEC) at 4 per cent Is then levied on the
sum of tax and surcharge, The total tax Budget 2025 proposes to include only
ith 2025 deliveringa Tiability bs the sum of tax, surcharge, and income that is not taxed at special rates.
‘ N ’ banger in the personal income  HEC, Capital gains and income from lotteries
tax space by increasing the Now, let's see where exemptions, are examples of income that will not be
rebate, resulting in no tax liabilityuptoa  deductions, and rebates enter the fray. dered in the income comp
total income of €12 lakh, the spotlight An isone that is adjusted for Section 87A.
now s on the word rebate, vigfumf-c ofmmrmmml
(before Stage 1). Examples here are Does a yer with income below
What is a rebate under the Income  house rent allowance and agricultural €12 lakh have to file IT returns?
Tax Act? Is it different from income, which are exempted right atthe  guaary, A relief for taxpayers oo Yes, a tax return needs to be filed even if
jons and deductions? SOUrce, 50 to say. the income s below €12 lakh, Taxpayers
We will zoom out a little and start with Adeduction, on the other hand, Is in are exempt from filing returns only if the
the process of income computation, the form of investment or expenditure As per the present proposed Finance Bill  basic exemption limit is not bre: N
which involves two stages. First, made, which gets deducted against the 2025, the rebate under Section 87A Is This limit is €2.5 lakh for onﬂm?'
determining the gross total income GTIoarrive at the total income. available up toa total income of €12 citizens (below 60 years of age), €3 lakh
(GTT), which includes computis Examples here are Sections 80Cand 80D lakh, which essentlally isarebateonthe  for senior citizens (ages 60 to 79), €5
income from varlous sources su deductions, along with others, whichare  tax liability of up to 60,000 in absolute lakh for super senior citizens (B0 years
house property, capital gains, interest, largely tax-saving investments or terms, according to the new slabs and orolder) under the old tax xm.md
and business and profession, among expenditures incurred during the respective tax rates. Meaning, though 4 lakh for all individuals under the new
others. Second, determining the total financial year, according to the slab rates, the tax tax regime. There are also other criteria,
income (1), which Is derived by A rebate s, however, a discount payable comes to €60,000 (or lower) for which, if met, require a retum to be filed
subtracting certain allowable applied directly to the final tax payable atotal income of €12,00,000 (or lower),  evenifthe total Income does not exceed
d: and from the oess) and not an adjustment oe the rebate could be availed, bringing the  the basic exemption limit, such as:
G 1t Is on this total income that tax is uction. tax liability to zero, current account deposits with banking
A Earlier, the rebate was available only institutions exceeding €1 crore;
And it doesn't end there, Tax is simply  What is the rebate under Section up toa total income of €7 lakh underthe  electricity bill of more than €1 lakh; and
based on the slab rates, which youwould  87A? What changes were made to it new tax regime and €5 lakh under the expenditure on foreign travels
have memorised by now. A surcharge (if  In Budget 20252 old tax regime. exceeding €2 lakh,
® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by emal Inor by past to L Editor’, The Line, #59-060, Anna Sals, Chennal 600002
Private investment lags profits as well as created p ' allowing u about dine data i
Apropos ‘India Inc sitting pretty on emplayrment in the country It is true private player: f border y B US President Danald Trump s
cash pile; balance rose 35% i last 2 that hurdies ke @ coal wcrude. The d dthe pa ford0  correct indeparting legal
gropolitcal situstion, domestic 220000 croee alotted inthe Budgee  days. As far as India 0 Over Ining

years' (February 5), the government
has N

g everything
domain —from slashing corporate
tax to implementing various PLI
schemes — ta making huge public
investment. And this in the
expectation that peivate companies
woukd be ploughing back their
surpluses nto the econormy by way
of nvestments to accelerate
econommic grawth and generate
employment

However, india Inc has chosen to sit
on their cash plles, instead of

interest rates, stc. But the problerms

for developing nuclear energy is far
from adeguate Besides there is o

far it has tactiuly negotiated Trump's
protectionist storm by reducing

legally in the US have been
deported. Ay polcy of a nation can

arenot entirely fety mpects peak tar #fs from 150 to 70 per cent. have a great reach only if it has
given the huge size of the Indan and responsbilties towards This move seerms to have averted correct data on all parameters of
market space and the fast growing ncase of den b nd growth Pop ral
midde classes. AG Rajmohan apened awindaw for trade among them. India, which nurtures
Kesarajy Chandramoul — i More he drea W P
[ impasing tar#fs on China, there nation by 2047, should streamine
Protectionist Trump would be good op f 1 of data for execiting its
Nuclear Initiative This refers to ‘How to push ahead Indian companies in texties, auto sacko-economic welfare polcies

Apropos 'Nuclear cloud (February
5).the courtry s far behind in
generating power that meets the

Investing in expansion,
that

demand. The g has

ted

!

y long!

with Trutrg!’ (February 5). Trump did
ot waste any time in slipping tar #fs
on Canada and Mexco. But he had a

change of heart when America's two
largest trading partners toak steps

componerts and pharmaceuticals,
B in general India needs to tread
cautiously

effectively Indhashould emulate US
and other developed nations in this
regard
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Simplify assessment

Timely disposal of I-T appeals is a key demand

—
Gaurav Mehndiratta

he Finance Minister, inher
I Budget 2025-26 speech,

announced that the new
Income-Tax Bill will be laid before
Parliament in the next one week,
and that the text will be clear and
direct. KPMG conducted a survey
o understand industry’s views
and expectarions from the
simiplification exercise (see
graphic).

The survey results broughr our
some interesting expectations
from taxpavers. When asked
about top three areas that require
attention, 84 per cent of the
respondents mentioned
simplification in the area of
assessments/dispures as one of
their top choices, The surveyalso
shows that almost 99 per cent of
the respondents want the
gowernment to introduce a
mandarory timeline for disposal
of pending appeals before the
Apgellare Commissioner level
[CIT[A}]- This feedback appears
o be triggered by the huge
pendency of cases before the
CIT[A) forum, Per the recent
report of the Standing Commitee
on Finance [December 2024}, the
disputed demands have been
quantified ar a whopping €31.36
lakh crove (8385 billion), and
therefore any mechanism to
resolve and reduce litigation
would be 2 win-win for the
government as well as taxpayers.

Additionally, giving u{:\fmm
clarity to taxpayers would
certainly helpbring down errors
and litigation. More than %0 per
cent of the respondents belleve
that a commentary akin to that of
rthe OECD would be beneficial in
providing clarity on positions.

O eransfer pricing, which has
alsobeen akey area of litigation,
the respondents felr that the
rransfer pricing safe harbour rules
should be reoriented to make
them more effective. The Finance
Minister did announce a proposal
o expand the scope of safe
harbour rules, which may address
this demand of the respondents.

DMGITISATION OF SERVICES
With the objective of imparting
greater transparency, efficiency
and aceountability, the
government introduced faceless
assessment and appeal
mechanism. The survey results
indicate that the respondents are
supportive of this mode of
interacrion, with only less than 5
per cent wanting t go back to
offline mosde, which is a grear
news for the government.
However, &0 per cent of the
respondents do fieel that they

Survey findings
Wch e raquan e
emECaSon s a he fllnaing?

6% 3% 38%

68 77 Cighalgalrs. Badises

complisnce | tanstian incama
ragima alcalasan

B 1%

Sasessmant/  Fenainy Transter

Wigation prasicans | peising,

e
mavn KOG sarvay snoeT Anany 205

would like oo see further
improvements in the faceless
process.

On appeals, about 61 per cent
fieel thar the first appellate
process —thatis, C y—be
moved out of faceless mode.

While the government had
rationalised certain TDS
provisions in Budget 2024-25,
about &4 per cent of the
respondents believe that further
simplification of TDS provisions
Iz required. They wanted
simplification with regard to
allowing TDS credits and the
addressing of the mandatory
requirement of issuing TDS
certificates in all cases.

‘This time around, the Finance
Minister has taken a further step
bry easing some of the
compliances for TDS and TCS
provisions,

Interestingly, while one-third
of the respondents are happy with
the existing corporate tax races,
SE per cent of the respondents
want a further reduction.

The timeline for filing of
belated revised returns has also
been an ares of concern. Overa
Ecnnd of time, the government

as reduced the timeline and
currently the due date tofile the
same stands at December 31 after
the end of the vear. This leaves
very little time, especially for
corporares and those who have to
comply with transfer pricing
requirements, to address any
errors or carry out delayed
compdiances, On this front, 82 per
cent of the respondents believe
that the timeline should be
extended to March 31 of the
relevant assessiment year.

While the government has
taken the first step by
eationalising some of the
provisions during the previous
and the current Budgers,
raparyers should know that not
all expectations on simplification
of the Act can be brought in
immediately, as the government
will have to strike a balance
berween mobilising tax revenue
and simplifying the Act.

Mehndiratta is Partner and Head {ferospace
and Diefence] at KPWG in india. With inputs
from charteredaccountants Manan Az and
Sidhant Gayal
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G-7 says global growth ‘robust’

The Graup of Sever industrial nations said the cutlook for

ramains “robs

ol g

wihiile proenising individual steps to sustain the level of

esparion. “Risks are balanesd thaugh global imbalances remain,” rance

Frini and central banker
Il

ram the LIS, §
10 Carsda said in a staremert after a me

rimiary, France, the LI
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Edu cess not applicable for imports under advance licences

The 2-

T8

applicable for irgarts clesred

has clarifed The Reveriue Departrient bas, howeaver, held tha
mports under the duty free replenishment certifieate (DFRC)
s (EPCG) schernes.

be payable

and exgart g

mtion capital g

fucation cess imposed in the 2004-05 Budget weuld nat be
gairat acvanes eances, the Finance Miristry

e cess would

Psychotropic drugs: FinMin asked to go slow on raids

Te rassene millions of patie

drugs, the Health Minist

show on nabling pharmacists stacking the:

suffaring due ta the shartage o
itten to the Finance Ministry,

chatropic
ngitto go

¢ life-saving medicines

HIMADRI BHATTACHARYA

¥ 26 Budget
alsohas mulriple themes
and highlights. However,
understandably the direct
tax concessions announced
arthe veryend of the Budget speech
have grahbcd much ofthe atrention.
Major equity market indices ended on
aflat note on the day of the Budget.

FISCAL CONSOLIDATION

The government has shown its resolve
o pursue the path of fiscal
consolidation. Thanks to the buoyancy
in direct and indirect tax collection, the
revised estimate of the fiscal deficit for
2(024-25 stands lower at 4.8 per cent of
GDP vis-3-vis the Budget estimate of 4.9
per cent. The other deficit parameters
also indicate furtherance of fiscal
prudence.

Inzerestingly, the Centre's
establishment expendirure is the only
major item on the expenditure side,
whose revised estimare ar €8,41, 762
crore has exceeded its Budger Estimate.

The fiscal deficit for 2025-26 has been
chged at4.4 per cent of the GDF, which
15 in line with the commitment made in
this regard in the full Budget for 2024-25
last year. As regards income, the
estimares for GST and corporation tax
seem realistic, The estimare for personal
incorne tax implying a growrh of 14.4 per
cent vis-i-vis the revised estimare for
20024-25 looks a bit ambitious,
particularly inview of the tax
concessions announced in the Budget
that would entail a revenue loss of about
1 rrillion.

However, the assumption of a
conservative nominal GDE growth rate
of 10.1 per cent underlying the Budget
Estimates will provide some cushion to
the governmens in 2025-26 in adhering
o the Budger Estimates.

The revised estimate of capital
expendirure in 2024-25 ar £13,18,320
crorewas lower than the Budger
Estimate by abour 12 per cent, So doubrs
have been raised if the Budger Esti
of £15 48,282 crore for 2025
achieved by the government. This s
important, because revitalisation of the
govermnment’s capital expenditure is
critical for accelerating privaze
investment.

MIDDLE ORDER'S WISH LIST
Sharp fall in the equity market for over
four months now, resulting ina 10-13
per cent drop in the major indices has
left many retail investors, particularly
the new entrants, deeply out-of-pocket
and ished.

'lmiddk class, therefore, has one
more wish to be fulfilled — 2 25 basls
point rate cuz by the RBL at the
conclusion of the next MPC meeting on

BU-BME

think - bl -5

Sober Budget, amidst
middle class euphoria

WISH LIST. The middle class would also be expecting an MPC rate cut for its
consumption, but RBI needs to factor in stubbornly high inflation

February 7, 2025, followed by a similar
one inthe next meeting in April —
which, it is believed, would reverse the
sagging trend of the equiry marker.

Eventhe cogroscenti have opined
that the REI should new do its bit o help
the middle clags by making sure that
EMIs on consumer and home loans are
reduced.

However, not many seem to be
serlously concerned about how realistc
irwould be to expect the MPC to slash
the palicy rate now when the headline
CPlinflation continuwes to be stubbornly
above the targetof 4 per cent.

WOES OF 8GEs

Arvelatively minor point emanarting from
the Budget is the government's decision
o discontinue the issuance of sovereign
gold bonds (SGBs), which commence

in 2015. The last issuance was in
February, 2023, with the ourstanding
amounz at £4.5 lakh crore as on March
31 of the same vear,

The marum’)' amounts of 3GEs, each
with a tenor of 8 years and carrying a
coupon of 2.75 per cent (subsequently
reduced to 2.50 per cent), are indexed to
the price of 24-carat gold, thereby giving
the investors a similar rate of rerum

Contrary to the
government’s
expectations, issuance of
sovereign gold bonds didn't
make any impact on the
quantum of physical gold
imported into the country

feature as inthe case of physical geld.
Since the price of gold has increased
contimously since 2015, wich the
current level being abour 3.25 times
‘higher vis-&-vis 2015, the actual costof
issuance of SGEs was very high {12-13
per eent) compared to &-K per cent inthe
case of an 8-vear G-Sec during the last
decade o so.

Perthe revised estimares for 2024-25,
an amount of €18, 500 crove was spent by
the government for redemption of SGBs
during the year, On the whole, SGEs
turned out to be 2 costly experiment for
the government. Contrary tothe

OVErMMEnt's expectations, lssuance of
SGBs didn't make any impact on the

uantum of physical gold imporred into
the country.

REI SURFLUS

Heliance on profir/surplus transfers
from government-owned banks,
financial institutions and REl would
continue in 2025-26. The budgered
amount under this head is £2.56 rrillion
vis-i-vis the revised estimate of €2.34
rillion for 2024-25, To givea
perspective, the ratio of these transfers
tothe net tax receipts of the Central
government which was 4.5 per centin
2023-24 rose o alictle over 9 per cent in
2024-25,

T

5 was made possible by move than
old increase in the REI's surplus
4.

The Budget Estimate of the transfers
fior 2025-26 Is also about 9 per cent of
net tax receipes, implying thereby that
the REI's surplus for 2024-25 would be
close to ¥2 30 trillion, to achieve which
the contribution of exchange gain would
likely be very significant.

While it is perfectly normal for the
KBl to transfer most of its seigniorage
income to the government, what is being
wirnessed for the last few years is
relatively high earnings of the REI
arising out of its increasingly high
velume of intervention operations in the
domeszic foreign exchange market.

This phenomenon is at odds with
what happens in central banks with
comparable forex reserves, It does not
augur well for the independence of the
RBL.

LONG-PENDING ISSUES

Arnong other things, this Budget can
legitimately claim some accolades for
addressing a few long-pending issues:
One such is the proposal to Introduce
soona new Bill to repeal and replace the
Income Tax Act, 1961. This will be close
tovhalf of the present law, in rerms of
both chapters and words. The
government intends to make it simple wo
understand for taxpayers and tax
administrarion, leading to tax certainty
and reduced litigation.

Over the last 10 years or so, the
income tax machinery in India has
witnessed significant improvements in
terms of efficiency, integrity and
openness, amply alded by technology.

Asis inmriab?y the case, there are
strong vested interests who want
continuation of this law and the corrupe
and arbitrary practices of the past.

Itis good to see that the present
government is willing to spend some
palitical capital to draw the curtains on
it.

The writeris a farmer central banker anda conssdtant
tothe INF (Through The Bilion Press)

The Budget proposals on MSMEs are welcome

Anish Shah

ive step forward in our journey
towards “Viksit Bharat®.

By prioritising agriculture, manufac-
turing, MSMEs, exports, and ease of do-
ing business — while keeping sustain-
ability and digitisstion as underlying
themes — the Budget paves the way for
continued progress.

Foremost, the emphasis on manufac-
tarin; lﬂnvli;ghmdmdmuchaﬂ:mci«
ated by the industry. The four pillars of
Make in India — new processes, new in-
frastructure, new sectors, and a new
mindset — have been redefining the
country's manufacturing  ecosystem,
The Budger reinforces the govern-
ment's commitment to further bolster
this ecosystem.

The announcersent to establish a
National Manufacturing Mission by
providing policy support, execution
roadmaps, governance is looked for-
ward to with anticipation. Additionally,

B udget 2025-26 is another decis-

continued support for the MSME sec-
ror is welcome, The revised investment
and turnover limits for MSME classific-
ation, enhanced credit avaflabilicy with
guaranteed cover, and customized
credit cards for micro enterprises are
notable announcements.

The emphasis on infrastructure de-
velopment, ease of doing business,
skilling and the rationalization of the
customs tariff structure for industrial
goods ave significant positives.

The announcements on climate-
proofing the agriculture sector and em-
I'[L}eslz'mf self-rellance are well noted.

'he National Mission on High-Yielding
Crops, along with initiatives for boost-
ing the lwnducrlon of pulses, fruirs and
vegerables, can help ease inflation,

The new Agri Districts Programme,
covering 100 districts with low pro-
ductivity, moderate crop intensity, and
below-average credit parameters, 1s an-
ather significant step,

Additionally, the enhancement of the
loan limit under the Modified Interest

MSME:. Far-reaching proposals s

Subwenrion Scheme from €3 lakh o €5
lakdy for loans taken through the Kisan
Crediv Card (KCC) will further em-
power India's farm community and
thereby strengthen rural resilience and
financial inclusion.

The emphasis of the Natienal Manu-
facturing Mission on Clean Tech manu-
facturing, Pan.icularly im solar PV cells,
EV batteries, motors and controllers,
electrolyzers, and wind rurbines, will
move us forward in that direction and

reduce our dependence on imy

Further, ;bgepmp:md almmnmenrs
o the Aromic Energy Act and the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage Act to en-
courage private sector participation in
the Nuclear Energy Mission are encour-
aging.

It is commendable that the Union
Budger 2025-26 continues to support
women's empowerment, particularly
through new schemes for first-time
EntrEprensurs.

The ANNCUNCEMENTS are ex-
pected to spur two key engines of
growth —consumption and invest-
ment. Changes in the personal income
rax structure will give a boost 1o de-
mand, while the government's in-
creased capital expenditure, although
modest compared to previous vears,
will continue to add to the narion's pro-
ductive capacity. The economic mo-
mentum is expected to catch up goi
ahead, Pech P gog

Thevariter s immediate Past President, FICC)
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE IDEA OF DELHI

That's what the city has voted for — and it has
anational resonance far beyond the capital
ELHI HAS VOTED and much will depcnd nn whn lhe vutrrs have said.

justanother

city. It is a mini-India that is home to diverse aspirations and teeming

dreams, Many come to Delhi to be and to become, in search of a better
work and life for themselves and education for their children, and to be part of a larger
stary. The outcome of the electoral contest in this city will, therefore, not just decide the
fate of the three main players in the field. It will also strike sparks and echoes across the
country. Of course, the stakes are high for the incumbent AAP, its main challenger BJP
mdacurwlhalh.\siuulausprllhunuulnmrmun;

For Arvind Kej AAP, bom f that played out in
full view of the the darclights, id rise shaped by its high-
visibility setting, a third term,ornot, wmtldbealmlmlumlmpuaamy Ts first full
tenure after the comprehensive win in 2015 framed the “Delhi model” of governance it
Mmpmmnmmmmlﬂcmybryundbdh(lnm«kdln I\njahbunmm
GoaoeGujarat). it turned i

ananti

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WOoORDLY WISE
THE RIGHT TO VOTE IS THE RIGHT UPON WHICH ALL
OTHER RIGHTS DEPEND, — THOMAS PAINE

Trump, tariff, revenue

White House may relent on Canada and Mexico,
but China trade war may be a longer affair

AMARTYA LAHIRI

THE UNITED STATES of America has now
embarked upon a path of muscular nation-
alism with its opening salvo being the un-
leashing of a trade war. The i is
that the US went after its two biggest trad-
ing partners — Canada and Mexico — by an-
nouncing 25 per cent tariffs on all imports
from these countries with a 10 per cent lower
mmewmmmmmub
ﬂmlhmnnwbunpunwnedbymdm

The US action raises a number of ques-
tions, the key ones being — why is the US do-
Ing it? What may be the effects of the tariffs?
How might this end?

On the question of why, it is instructive
to start by noting that President Donald
Trump, who campaigned extensively dur-
in; the recent presidential election on is-
the trade and security

emment school, alonpdelnlrpum Mhmmmmnnmavmuenllm

-.enn!kdbjme!!]’ﬁunmmpludtr-

policy scam, to. public was

misspent the against
the wall as it sought lected the Centre's
nominee, the L-G.On i failure in this ek then, will hinge its future trajec-

lhml to the US from China, has imposed a
relatively minor 10 per cent additional tar-
ffs on China. He has singled out Canada and
Mexico — two of the US's biggest trading
partners, jointly accounting for over 28 per
cent of total impaorts — for the harshest and
lwmrn tariff assault,

tory as a party — and given that it is the only non-C

the the

AAPs tally, For the BJP, which returmed to power at the Centre last year, but without a ma-
Jjority, lwmmndhlwmnhnbmwldmhfﬂmmmammvkmryn

Haryanaand k mm.md.m.
sus Kejriwal battle is a grudge match Id also b

!hem'sl!#ymmmdthuﬂumwmmlsaddunlnmksﬂumw
— hedidn't take of, inhis speech,

Bumbmrmmmmulmmwllbumml.mmhlli:rwhunmunsfnr
the idea of Delhd, The new will face the chall of easing the p!

itis intended to push Canada and Mexico to
reduce the flow of illegal drugs and immi-
grants across their borders into the US, This
reasoning is hard to buy since Canada has
been included in the tariff net despite a
miniscule share of illegal drugs and immi-
grants entering the US from Canada as com-
pared tothe flows across the US-Mexico bor-
der. Indeed. Canadian omculs who were

d strai it,and of making it di ital ci lan th

i k ke it their Aplan that makes the

city more comfortable and hospitable, and at the same time, helps it move in step with
the vaulting aspirations of those who live in it,

PROTECT THE CEASEFIRE

Donald Trump's proposal to ‘take over'
Gaza threatens to derail the peace process entirely
NTHE EVE of US President Dmddh.w:mu‘uﬂhnn.lﬂnlandﬂams

mthedafngllz ceasefire after months of Both
and his lnesdm.wm'wrtouh
credit. Now, as the first of three ph. un.

folds — wlhdwmtuwu(mnylmmmdpnmrs still mh:d Trurms pro-
posal to “take over” Gaza threatens to derail the process entirely. During a joint press
briefing with Isracli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House, Trump
suggested that a US takeover would be a “long-term ownership position” that would
bring “great stability” to the Middle East. It would also amount to the mast radical upend-
ing of US policy. Trump has not ruled out deploying US troops in Gaza — an extraoedi-
nary stance for a president who has consistently criticised America’s present involve-
ment in Eastern Europe, and its invasions of Afghanistan ni qu

Reminiscentof the 1948 Nakba, when 700,000 i laced during and
after the first Arab-Israeli war, Trump has is proposal as a effort,

at the lack of clarity
from the US side regarding the actions or
the

tariffs, There is a general recognition on all
sides that the border control issue is just a
smoke screen for (]mufyn; the tariffs,

The mare likely reasons for the tariffs are
President Trump's long-expressed love of
tariffs as a marker of ecanomic power; and

The revenue shortfall of the
US federal government is
where tariffs can play a role.
Simple arithmetic reveals
that at current levels of
imports from these three
countries — 25 per cent
tariffs on Canadian and
Mexican goods with a 10 per
cent carveout for energy
imports from Canada
(which account for a quarter
of Canada’s exports to the
USA) along with 10 per cent
additional tariffs on imports
from China — can raise
upwards of $320 billion
annually, This is almost 70
per cent of the annual cost of
extending the tax cuts.

ad-

h of

ditional revenues. While the deep protec-

tionist zeal underlying the first reason will

never go away, the motive behind the sec-

ond may be more malleable. leisﬂul‘l
Corporate

had been reduced under the Tax Cuu aM

Jobs Act of 2018 during Trump

extending the Trump tax cuts,
Mmumlddlonhluowm?ﬁm.

prkv.' of imports into the US remains un-

ncdmnwumu:unﬂxmde-
pe much of passed
on to the 1fimp pass on

ministration, These are powhdy lmowna:

a(mm!ﬂ!iAkry’uldPlulrknTnnw
is to extend or make those tax cuts perma-
nent. However, extending them will be ex-

the nal Office

pensive with the Congressios
estimating that it would add $4.6 trillion over

some or all of the tariffs to consumers, then
demand will fall and with it the tariff rev-
enues that the government can collect, This
decline in volume will likely become more
significant over time as importers and ex-
porters try to find alternative sources and
destinations for lhelr goods.
Second, he extensive supply chain

W or$460
billion annually. This would require the US
C bill b rai

links in North America between the three

rowing limit as well as approve the budget,
Given the presence of a number of deficit
hawks among Republlun membeu of

from

Congress, th

countries, these tariffs

will cause
US peices to rise. That may have political costs
since one of the key issues in the 2024 elec-
tion was the cost of living. With midterm

President’s
current popularity.

The revenue shortfall of the US federal
government is where tariffs can play a role,
The United States imports around $4 trillion
of goods annually, of which 15,6 per cent
come from Mexico, 12.6 per cent from
Canada while China accounts for 13,5 per
cent, a collective import share of almost 42
per cent, Simple arithmetic reveals that at
current levels of imports from these three
countries — 25 per cent tariffs on Canadian

witha 10 per

out for energy imports from Canada (which
account for a quarter of Canada's exports to
the USA) along with 10 per cent additional
tariffs on imports from China — can raise up-
wards of $320 billion annually. This is almost
70 per cent of the annual cost of extending
the tax cuts, Trump has also threatened to
impose tariffs on the European Union, At the

due in 2026 and wafer-thin
Republican majorities in Congress, political
opposition to the tariffs will likely emerge if
they persist for a significant duration,
Third, countries subjected to tariffs typ-
ically retaliate with theirown, as Canada has
done and Mexico has threatened to do, This
will end up being costly for US exporters
since these two countries account
for over 33 per cent of total US exports. This,
too, will be politically difficult to sustain,
Given the above, the most likely sce-
nario that may unfold is that Trump will
keep the tariff threat alive during the next
three to four months to project optimistic
budget revenues that can “finance" the ex-
tension of the Trump tax cuts. Once
passes the budget bill, the admin-
istration will begin to look for off-ramps by
pointing to symbolic concessions from
Canada and Mexico, The China trade war

EU's current US shareof 16 percent,  though may be a longer affair,
25 per cent tariff on (heEUwuuldnﬂm

billion annually, Thi The writer Profes:
take the tariff loot up to $480 billion doll. of ics. L ‘olumbia

LET’S WORK TOGETHER

India and Bangladesh have much to gain from a positive bilateral engagement

MDbD TouHID HOSSAIN

RELATIONS BETWEEN BANGLADESH and
India have reached a critical juncture
following the ouster of the Awami League
regime in a student-led mass uprising in
July-August 2024, It seems to me that the

danunﬂnwanumw«umucdevelupmem create jobs, and provide housing for
Gaza's 1.8 milli id who,inthe Jordan. Both

Egyp

fall of the Sheikh Hasina government. It is,
nevertheless, necessary to lemlnd
of the ¢

nations, Professor Muhammad Yunus, \he
Chief Adviser and head of the interim gov-
emment, andl are willing to work with due

to build on the positive
aspects of the bilateral relationship and
pragmatically address areas of tension

Our position has been clear from the

countries, however, have categorically rejected this idea, saying they will not accept
ini A fter 15 h
L=z 4 rebellion. and in th laad
At thi | ing ity. Hamas, which de
sz h P i ight
agenda A igger P into
Lebanon, last year, and othe of the Middle East, Renewed conflict could again
A o s et i " N N and misunderstanding.
of this wellforaty I Saudi Arabia

ing that it woukd not establish diplomatic relations with ksrael — thuw‘slnmm
nbjxuve. as mvwd inthe 2020 Abraham Accords — without the establishment of a

outset: We want a good working relation-
ship with India based on mutual respect,
We hope and expect that our counterparts

part of the Accoeds (LAE. Jwill likely in India will reciprocate our desire, The

aswell Thy visit of Foreign y Vikram

Gor-rinht Misri to Dhaka was a step in the right direc-

i A s tion, The history of collaboration between

:s:l;::ﬂmmem.mmk i - u'J i phase of our nations goes back to the birth of
B

WITH A SQUEAK

Astudy links growing rat populations in cities to rising
temperatures, stokes spectres of an |mpending Ratmageddon
NASTEROIDWITHa 1.3 per 2032, Sci-fi fears

of an Al apocalypse, But for the real menace of these times, check under
the sofa. Rats — lots and lots of rats, Think The Birds, not Armageddon, A

ot e v

groupof rat
16 cities — mostly in the US, but also including Toronto, Amsterdam and Tokyo — over a
period of between seven and 17 years to see how the numbers had changed, The result;
llolthnucnlauwwiﬁumimminmempnpuhm
Human density and loss of d positively with multi-
pMnurvdemsMumhodmmandmrehnksmsmrymtonukermahappyam
v ¥ Butthy e
anissue that' inci twth
fect. When it's warmer, rats have lower mortality, unruyahnwmldamhujﬂu
longer, and are more fertile, The these pesky home invaders is a “mis-
chief” of rats, and what mischief they can wreak, from carrying diseases to contaminat-
ing food That's not ion, as the study says, the men-
tal toll it takes on the people who have to put up with them,
But don't reach for the rat poison just yet. For one thing, the study found that trying to
get rid of rats that are already there is much less effective than methods of making cities

island ef-

less hospitable to them What is needed is building

jons, and more for public jon and . There's a host of
thm;s that can and should be dom at the municipal level, including ln Indlia; although
there apply. down,
rodent-proof your for Not with ak.

ladesh, and its

country, providing essential services in
hotspots  throughout the world,
Microcredit models developed here by
Professor Yunus, Nobel Laureate, have in-
fluenced the creation and growth of a
global industry, and been adapted on a
massive scale in India,

Alot of noise has been created in India
about the treatment of Hindus in

existed
between the fall of the previous regime on
August 5, 2024, and the appointment of the

i thel. d order situ-
ation in the country was not under complete
control, and untoward incidents did take
place. These particularly impacted people
closely connected to the previous regime,
most of them Muslims, but also including
Hindus. On assuming power, the interim

com-
‘munal harmony for South Asia and beyond,
We invite Indian journalists to come and re-
port on what is going on without any restric-
tions, The Indian public can learn the truth
from their unbiased investigations.

The interim governament has made sin-
cere attempts to revive SAARC, the regional
association that has been defunct for more
than a decade, The Indian response so far
has not been positive. We don't believe
India has anything to fear from this effort,
We know it will take a long time to realise
the full potential of cooperation among
South Asian nations, But a thousand-mile
Journey begins with a single step. As a first
step, can't our leaders simply pose for a pho-
tograph together at the next global gather-

PR b S 0

g
7

These particularly i
people closely connect ted to
the previous regime, most of
them Muslims, but also
including Hindus. On

will be

g power, the interim

beneficial to the people of both

Beginning with the last decade of the
20th century, India has ac! d remark-
able feats, be it its vibrant technology sec-
tor with global or its

gov took stern steps
ag.ulmu the perpetrators of
such erimes. Citizens

which is now the fifth-largest in the world,
Bangladesh, too, has its areas of notewor-
my achievements, Our garments exports

tl hout the country also
ﬂu-ppu! forward to
courageously and

SUCC

ly to China. Our
ml

ly protect Hindu
families and temples,

per
petrators of such crimes, Citizens through-
out the country also stepped forward to
Hindu
families and temples, Unfonnmlvly. the
Indian media and cyberspace have contin-
ued to create negative hype by publishi

Despite challenges, we have seen some
hopeful green shoots in the bilateral rela-
tionship, such as the recent exchange of fish-
ermen and the signing of a trilateral agree-
n!mdmwnllalbwkmd&shmmusa

and often

completely false allegations.
The interim government of Bangladesh
is committed to the protection of the rights
faith, and
the Hindus in Bangladesh are equal citizens
withequal rights. We were pleased when an
independent survey conducted by Voice of

population believed that the treatment of
minorities had improved under the interim

energy
from Nepal. Let's buud on these positive

of our peoples, the rqlnn and the global
community. A good start would be stopping
the practice of killing unarmed civilians at
the border. Our peoples have too much to
gain from positive and pragmatic engage-
ment for us not to seize this opportunity,

The writer is foreign adviser to the interim
government of Bangladesh

FEBRUARY 6, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

OFFICIALS EXPELLED
THE ESPIONAGE CASE has taken a dramatic

part of which turned violent, at Bhayander,
about 55 km from Bombay. Trouble started
when the San;hanh cha Samiti ol

tached to the USSR embassy. This coincided
with the expulsion of an official from the
German Democratic Republic and another
from the Polish embassy. Coomar Narain, the
suspected kingpin, has reportedly named a

i berka, towhom

their demands. In wvaul cases the polltt

those
hehead,

receiving

MLAS DROPPED

THE NAMES OF the chief ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and

Pradesh figure in the lists of can-

how-
m.beaxﬂm!dwt!ﬂrr!hhﬂhumf
other member of th y was dep
POLICE FIRING

MI‘ERSCNS\M‘ZREHMMmmw

epaper. lndlanoxpnﬂ | B |

didates which were cleared by the Congress
Parliamentary Board for the coming
Assembly elections, While retaining the
chief ministers, the CPB-1 has dropped
scores of sitting MLAs in these four states

including a large number of ministers and
some dissidents.

TRIPURA ATTACK

ARMED TRIBAL NATIONAL Volunteers ex-
tremists launched a fresh offensive in two
villages in Tripura’s West District, shooting
down two CPI(M) supporters and injuring
one, besides kidnapping three persons, in-
cluding two student leaders, according to
the police. The targets of the extremists, led
by “Captain” Kami Debbarma, were the leg-
islator Rucchiram Debbarma, and Tribal
Autonomous District Council member
Budhari . This was the second ex-
tremist attack on an MLA in Mandai, scene

of the June 1980 disturbances,
[
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Not worth the risk
India must address illegal emigration
with and urgency

T he deportation of dozens of Indians, be-

lieved to be illegal immigrants in the Unit-

ed States, is neither surprising nor unpre-
cedented. Over the past few years, lhe us.
has ified its and

Customs Enforcement (ICE) operations to identi-
fy, detain, and deport individuals without proper
documentation. For instance, between June and
October 2024, the nf land Se-

A Budget that is mostly good but with one wrong move

he Union Budget has got many things
right. Its projection of nominal GDP
growth for 202526, at 10.1%, is
reasonable and acceptable. The
Economic Survey 2024-25 had indicated a real
GDP growth in the range of 6.3%-6.8% for
202526, This provides some buffer if growth
picks up more. The increase in the capital
expenditure of the government in 202526 over
the revised estimates of 2024-25 is estimated at
1,03 lakh crore. But the capital expenditures in
202526, at 1.2 lakh crore, are nearly the same
as was indicated in the Budget of 2024-25 at 1.1
lakh crore,
The overarching aim of the Budget was to

! growth and push India towards a

curity reported that 1,60,000 individ had
been deported on 495 international rzpimuion
flights to more than 145 countries, including In-
dia. However, the manner and timing should be
cause for concern for New Delhi. To begin with,
these deportations coincide with a major crack-
down by ICE, spurred by Donald Trump’s swear-
ingin as the U.S. President in January. He has
made illegal immigration his “number one prior-
ity", India, which has one of the largest pupull
tions of illegal immigrants in the U.S., estimated
ll 7.25,000 undocumented individuals, will need
for a significant increase in the num-
bcr of returning migrants. Second, for the first
time, the use of military flights signals that the
U.S. does not intend to be challenged. This move
drew protests from Colombian President Gustavo
Petro, particularly after reports emerged of de-
migrants being shackled. The U.S. Embas-
sy in Delhi has also made it clear that this depor-
tation is part of a broader initiative to tighten
i laws and i
the message that illegal migration is not worth
the risk. Further, the timing, just ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's U.S. visit, suggests that
diplomatic efforts alone may not be enough to
deter the Trump administration from pursuing
such measures. This has the potential to become
a bilateral flashpoint in India-U.S, relations.
Accepting its citizens, provided they are veri-
fiably Indian and have entered other countries il-
legally, is undoubtedly the Indian government’s
responsibility. However, stricter controls must be
enforced to prevent Indians from embarking on
perilous journeys to cross into the U.S. via Mexico
and Canada. The government must ensure that
young people in States with high deportation
rates (Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana), understand
that working illegally abroad is not a guaranteed
Kath to success. Educational campaigns should
ighlight the dangers associated with illegal im-

developed country status, The required rate of
real growth to achieve this is estimated differently
including a rate of 8% in the Economic for
2024-25, In any case, the country needs a definite
pickup in growth rate. The various measures
indicated in the Budget are welcome. In fact,
some of these could have been implemented
even earlier. The concession given to the
‘middle-class’ in terms of income-tax is welcome
as a relief, But its impact on demand depends on
the mu‘lnal propensity to consume of the
households who are expected to largely b!ndn
from these and their
basket.

Gross tax revenues

Growth in the Government of India’s gross tax
revenues (GTR) have trended downwards in
recent years, The buoyancy of GTR has fallen for
three successive years from 1.4 in 2023-24 to L15
in 202425 (RE) and then to 1.07 in 2025-26 (BE).
As a result, growth in the of India's
GTR has kept falling from 13.5% in 202324 to
11.2% in 2024-25 (RE), and to 10.8% in mszsl;m

L Rangarajan

i Chairman, Madras
School of Econamics
and a former
Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India

(BE). Within the go 5 tax

growth rate of Goods and Services Tax (GST) has
also fallen from 12.7% in 202324 to 10.9% in
202526 (BE).

In fact, the structure of the government's
taxation has moved away from indirect to direct
taxes. The share of direct taxes in the
government’s GTR has increased from 52% in

2021-22 to 59% in 202526 (BE) which is a
welcome development. Within direct taxes,

h itis  in which has
performed better than corporate income-tax in
terms of growth and buoyancy.

However, even in the case of personal
income-tax there has been a fall in growth from
25.4% in 2023-24 to 20.3% in 202425 (RE) and
14.A4% in 202526 (BE). This fall in growth in
2025-26 (BE) is partly due to the announced
income-tax concessions. In the case of
income-tax, the gmmllIanZS(RE)hwhe
low at 7.6%. This growth has been raised to 10.4%
in 202526 (BE). On the whole, assumptions
regarding the government’s tax revenue growth
in 202526 (BE) appear to be realistic.

In the case of non-tax revenues, the main
contribution has been in the form of dividend:

large-scale Artificial lntellE’H
infrastructure in order to tate l)le adoption
of emerging technologies. In this context, China
has taken a clear lead. The United States has
recently announced an investment of $500 billion
for Al infrastructure. In the field of Al, India's
gy have failed to
developments. India should have done what
China did. Perhaps, India should push these
companies for research and devel ent, by
offering some tax concessions, if necessary,

Aless P fiscal health
One wrong measure introduced in the Budget is
to move away from fiscal deficit as an indicator of
fiscal prudence. Contrary to what is stated in the
Budget document, we are moving from a

to a less indi

from the Reserve Bank of India and public sector
companies, which together accounted for about
3.25 lakh crore in 2025-26 - an increase of

theiﬁdepathzlvmmt.he Medium-Term F’nal
Policy Cum Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement of
the 2024-25 Budget, the fiscal deficit was to be

;::"m"sg;":”“" 35,715 crore over the revised estimates. Thus, brought down to below 4.5% by 202526,
Em’::m ond the non-tax revenues have been raised from 5.3 However, in the 202526 Budget, the practice
Member, Advisary lakh crore (RE) to ¥5.8 lakh crore in 202526 (BE). | of giving a glide path in terms of fiscal deficit is
Council to the being discontinued. It has been stated that from
Sixteenth Finance Level of expenditure now on, the focus will be on reducing the
Commission Tax and non-tax revenues, nmm capital debt-GDP ratio annually. In the annexure
receipts and fiscal deficit tmethe the titled of Fiscal Policy as
size of government i d | under the Fiscal Responsibility and
gross tax mvenmpmvdl ata lawer level of 10. 8'% Budpt Management (FREM) Act, 2003°,
appears to be realistic. Given the commitment to | alternative paths of the debt-GDP ratio vmh
fiscal lidation, the size of nominal GDP growth assumptions of 10.0%,
expenditure as a percentage of GDP had to be 10.5% and 1L.0% are given,
reduced from M.6% in 2024-25 (RE) to M.2% in Theglide paths are indicated in terms of
some of the 202526 (BE). Growth in total expendi at 7.6% and alternative
it in 2025:26 (BE), is lower than the budgeted ding mild, mod and high
measures nominal GDP growth at 10.1%. ckpm of fiscal consalidation. This makes the
indicated In the In fact, thkw:smzvmmmz'us(m.whtn whole exercise vague and non-transparent. It is
Budget could the go s total growth was better for fiscal discipline to indicate specific
have been B.Naugzmnlhenamimlcm’g!mhof&m fiscal deficit target for different years and the
impl as per the first ady cor ding debt-GDP ratios for those years. It
even earlier; there has been a steady improvement in the slmﬂddnrlybenwwnbyudmyunlrﬁmu
moving away quality of government expenditure as the share of | Act targets are to be achieved. A larger claim on
from ‘fiscal capital expenditure in total expenditure has been | the available investible resources by the
by improving. In fact, this share has improved by government will make it difficult for private
deficit’ as an 10% points over the period from 202021 to investment to pick up.
Indicator Is an 2025-26 (BE). Given the contemporary context,
Incorrect step the Government of India has to build up The views expressed are personal

A green signal for India to assert its health leadership

he Union Budget 2025-26 lays a robust
foundation for India to assert its

migration, tly, the root causes must not leadership in global health care and

be ignored. central and State go with strategic announcements that
must address the underlying economic distress, boluanwdiul lnfmlructun. expand
deepening agricultural crises, social oy and global

and employment shortages that push people to
take such risks. Attention must be paid to those
who deliberately travel to conflict zones in search
of opportunities, While altering U.S. immigration
policies may be difficult, the Indian government
must address the reasons behind this large-scale
migration with empathy and urgency.

Witha !90,958 crore health-care allocation,
the addition of 75,000 medical seats over the
next five years, and investments in daycare
cancer centres, India is poised to enhance both
accessibility and quality of care. The country will
ndd 10,000 medical seats in FY26 alone,

its to health-care

A tough call

The rupees slide confounds monetary
policymakers’ task

he Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Pol-
icy Committee (MPC) will conclude its
first policy review of 2025 on Friday, in
ificantly different from its De-
cember meet. For one, the key personnel have
changed. The RBI has a new Governor, with
former Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra re-
placing Shaktikanta Das soon after the last re-
view. Deputy Governor Michael Patra, an MPC
member who was in charge of monetary policy,
also retired last month. With the Centre yet to
name his successor, navigating this review is go-
ing to be a tad tricky for the new central bnnk
boss, with another deputy holding additi

excellence.

India’s health-care transformation
This Budget underscores India's remarkable
journey of progress, from the 1980s when it
grappled with limited medical infrastructure, to
its current status as a global health-care leader.
The transformation has been nothing short of
extraordinary, Y S 2
Recen e writer

I!y two key Per!#m Prime
Mmulzr Niﬂ!lldﬂ Modi: first, establishing India
as the global health-care destination, and second,
addressing the global shortfall of health-care
professionals, It has been a delight to see both
these ideas in action through the ‘Heal in India’

Dr. Prathap C.
Reddy

is Founder and
Chairman,
Apolio Hospitals

The Budget has
recognised the
role of health
care as a pillar
of natonal
growth and

and ‘Heal by India’ initiatives. With streamlined
visa hanced hospital

and robust public-private partnerships, India is
poised to become the preferred medical
dzninnian for international patients,

ly, the country is addressing the
global shortfall of health-care professionals by
training and deploying more , nurses, and
paramedics abroad. This will ensure that Indian
expertise supports health-care systems
worldwide while creating new opportunities for
our skilled professionals.

Moreover, it is commendable that the growing
burden of non-communicable diseases such as
cancer has been acknowledged in this Budget.
The establishment of 200 day-care cancer centres
in district hospitals will bring specialised
treatment closer to people, improving early
diagnosis and better patient outcomes.

The customs duty exemption on 36 life-saving
drugs, including those for cancer, rare diseases,
and chronic conditions will lower the cost of

in turn, b b ds of
patients across the country. Also, the addition of
13 new patient assistance programmes would also
improve access to critical medications for
patients, particularly those with chronic

in di . and N b
India to develop cutting-edge solutions that
enhance patient care,

The writer believes that the introduction of
cutting-edge technologies to deliver quality
health care has strengthened India's position as a
global health-care player. Both private and public
hospitals have played an integral role in this
progress. Apollo was the first hospital to launch
Proton therapy for advanced cancer care in this
mnfﬂnwddmd continues to attract patients

countries such as Australia and the United
Kingdom to name a few.

Build on the momentum
This Budget clearly recognises the government’s
vision for ~ and demonstration of bold leadership
in recognising — health care as a pillar of national
growth and development. From a country that
once struggled to provide basic medical care, we
have evolved into a nation offering world-class
treatment to millions. Through the synergy of
Heal in India, Heal by India, and
innovation-driven care, we are shaping a future
where India's health-care system sets new global
benchmarks,

It is our collective rupunsibillty now to buﬂd
on thu -

cnnditions
hasis on Artificial Intell and

digital m.--&h marks a pivotal moment for the
future of India’s health care. The new National
Centres of Excell will

and
that health care reaches every individual in need.
India is not just healing its own people; it is
healing the world.

charge of monetary policy. Second, the rupee is
in a free fall of sorts. After hitting 85 to the U.S.
dollar on December 19, 2024, it slipped to 86 on
January 13, 2025 and crossed 87 on February 3,
partly due to the third factor at work. The streng-
i LS. President Donald
America Great Again'
with higher tariffs on major trade partners, and
other disruptive economic plans such as exiting
global tax accords, shutting aid flows, et al.

One thing has not changed - the damour for
an interest rate cut from industry and govern-
ment honchos. In December, this noise was
heightened after a sharp growth blip in the July-
September quarter when GDP grew just 5.4%.
Now, with 2024-25 GDP growth downgraded to
just 6.4%, and the no marked uptick in economic
metrics in the December- quarter, growth
worries remain entrenched. In the interim, there
has been some back and forth between North
Block and Mint Street on the factors responsible
for stumbling economic activity. The Finance Mi-
nistry sought to lay some of the blame for an ur-
ban demand slump on tight monetary . RBI
officials, in the central bank's January bulletin,
said the “one way" to spark a growth
and a virtuous cycle of fresh private investments,
is to boost consumption through higher disposa-
ble incomes, especially for the urban middle
class that has been pining for relief from food in-
flation. With the Budget delivering on this front
with income tax cuts, the ball is back in the RBI's
court. Inflation has been over 5% in the last five
months, but may have eased closer to the RBI's
4% target in January. But a rate cut could also hurt
the rupee further, and spur higher imported in-
flation. It is an unenviable situation for the new
RBI chief to be in; he might be tempted to take a
cue from Mr. Das who had surprised markets
with a rate cut in the first review under his watch
in 2019, reversing his predecessor’s stance.

e P

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Deportation begins to the U.S. ananly, itisan | health care, and finance, politically and India Registered Nurses Chennai and safety
Itis clear that U.S. President | issue about these professit could istrati: divided ; ion (AIRNF). The The incidents of women
Donald Trump means unemployment. Our supercharge India's growth into large and definite AIRNF has been working and girls being assaulted
business when it comes to economy has b!!ﬂ fuelling innovation, numbers of individual towards the welfare of and molested in Chennai
the subject of is ip, and job states, with each nation nursing personnel across make one wonder whether
(Page 1, "U.S. deports sustained and fast powth creation. Their return would | bound to take care of its India. Recently, the AIRNF the reputation of Chennai
Indians as Trump tightens but employment generation | boost sectors such as citizens, Moving to other has highlighted the issue of | being a haven of peace, and
immigration rules”, has not been Artificial Intelligence, countries without legal the ‘non-sanctioning of earning an indubitable
February 5). The ‘bromance’ | commensurate with this biotech, and sustainable procedures naturally nursing and dress safety, where
that India's leader has tried ‘economic growth' energy. attracts public opposition. allowance to nursing women can commute
to portray with the Kosaraju ' N P.RV. Raja, personnel’ in the Union without any lurking fear, is
American President and his | Hyderabad Chennai Pandalam, Kerals Territory of Jammu and under threat. When the
use of other terms of Kashmir. The AIRNF has political opposition was
familiarity such as Trump, The use of U.S. military Interestingly, there are The optics been requesting the harping on the subject of
my dear friend’ have made aircraft is probably aimed at | media reports that there are | At a time when a large to grant the safety, one was led to
no difference. The choice of | demonstrating Mr. Trump's an estimated 7,25,000 illegal | number of relatives are at nursing and dress believe that it was attacking
using an American military muscular image. India has Indian immigrants in the the Kumbh looking for their | allowance to nursing the DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu
plane has been explicable in | allowed itself to be U.S. Itis also said that most | loved ones, the move by the | personnel in J&K, citing the | out of animus, But the
terms of Mr. Trump's bracketed with countries are from the northern top leader of the land to example of the Union problem does seem serious.
description of such as Guatemala, Peru Indian States, including have a holy dip there is Territory of Ladakh, where Mani Nataraajan,
d d d and Ecuador Gujarat. But the big insensitive. It is needless to such allowances have Chennal
immigrants” as "aliens”, without demur, What question is why is there this | say that the leader has sent | already been sanctioned.
“criminals® and “invaders". happened to India's much desperation to leave India? out a not-so-subtle political | The Principal Secretary, The other chess star
The deportation of Indians touted ‘national pride’ Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, message of his continuing Health and Medical Indian chess prodigy R.
should strengthen our under a new virile Faridabad, Haryana strategy to the ducati P inandhaa's title win
resolve to make India a land | dispensation? vote base that backs his Union Territory of Ladakh, against compatriot and
of opportunity, Manohar Alembath, It is true that America has party. Such a mix of politics | has issued orders world champion D. Gukesh
G. David Kannur, Kerala been considered a land of and religion to influence No.300-H&ME(UTL) of 2021 in the Tata Steel Masters
Maruthancode, Tamil Nady immigrants for years. But voters’ preference is and No.301-H&ME(UTL) of tournament 2025 signals
In the midst of this, imagine | things have changed and anathema to our 2021, sanctioning the India's ascending trajectory

Itis surprising to know that | if millions of skilled Indian there is a gradual vanishing | constitutional values. payment of nursing in global chess. It is a fine
there are thousands of migrants, pivotal to the US. | of that vision. Issues of SK. and dress example to show that age is
illegal and undocumented economy, chose to land, jobs and everyday Bengaluru allowance to nursing not a barrier to excellence,
Indian migrants in the U.S. remigrate to India. This requirements have become personnel in Ladakh. R. Slvakumar,
The Government of India “brain (re)gain” would result | matters of grave concemn Nursing, dress Nursing in J&K Chennal
needs to ponder over why ina leap for itating a ing | wrrite this letter as the demand equal treatment. Letters emailed to
so many Indians are taking India. Armed with global of migration and asylum State President (Jammu Vishav Mohan Sharma, letters@thehindu,co.in
enormous risks to migrate pertise in logy The world is and Kashmir) of the All Rajour, Jamimw and Kashmir must carry the postal address.
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Shifting landscapes: What was once a symphony of chirping birds is now being gradually replaced by the relentiess roar of heavy machinery in many places, GETTY INAGES

Western Ghats: a living archive of
culture, memory, and resilience

Thros

h old and contemporary works, writers have sought to ¢

ure the alar

changes sweeping through the Sahyadri; they serve as a wake-up

call to save the ecosystem, scarred by encroachment, displacement of tribal people, and skewed policies, from further ruin

K.S. Swatl

into chaos through mdnl medm V«uhm
an hour, the Is into

exploit the land's natural resources,

mass hysteria. In the background, nature
wﬂrm the emotions of the community,

he Western Ghats, also known
T as the Sahyadri, meaning
stretches along the western

the y's cultural
and spiritual connection to it.
In Ringaan, written in Marathi by
Krushnat Khot, who won the Sahitya
Academy Award in Marathi in 2023, and

lated into English by Maya Pandit,
d from his

g the tension and
chaos,
coast of the Indianpemnsula mnnnmu The inter-p | relationshi
six States: Gujarat, Mal 04,

Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu
Known as one of the world's most
biodiverse regions, the Western Ghats
were once celebrated for their
breathtaking natural beauty — cascading
waterfalls, lush greenery, and a dazzling
array of flora and fauna. Today, however,
this idyllic landscape faces a stark
transformation. Climate change,
deforestation, the decline of traditional
Ihmlihuml! land encroachment, and the

of tribal have
left the region in peril.

For years, writers in various regional
languages have sought to capture and
preserve the narrative of these alarming
changes, believing in the transformative
power of words. What was once a
symphony of chirping birds is now being
gradually replaced by the relentless roar
of heavy machinery in many places,

The novella, Chronicle of an Hour and a
Half, by Saharu Nusaiba Kannanari,
which was uh«mﬁuvd for the |CB Prize for
1 2024, exy

b tmmam and nature ls nantl

Uadumagalu (1967), translated by
Vanamala Viswanatha as Bride of the Hills
(2024). Set in the Malnad region in the
Western Ghats, where people are closely
tied to the land, relying on its fertile soil,
forests, and rivers for their livelihood,
nature is revered not only for its practical
role in sustenance but also for its spiritual
significance, with rituals and local deities
tied to agricultural cycles. Yet the novel
reflects the growing tension between
traditional harmony with nature and the
pressures of modernisation and
exploitation.

An exploitative cycle

Development, coupled with human
greed, makes the lives of tribal
communities difficult. In Kocharethi: The
Araya Woman written by Narayan in
Malayalam, which won the Kerala Sahitya
Academy Award in 1998 and was
translated into English by Catherine

themes such as the effects of

h in 2011, the theme of

mob mentality, social media - and
nature, especially, relmdm rain -
hinting that awaits.

and isation is vividly
mrzyed through the struggles of the
:\drvul community. As industrial

Set against a fictional village in the
foothills of the Western Ghats, the
novella, which begins as a hannleﬂ

b between two individ spirals

ylenders, and land
grabbers encroach an their ancestral
territories, people are pushed into deeper
poverty and displacement, The novel
focuses on how outside forces often

[

\llla.w returns home to rescue a bufflo.
He reminisces about his childhood and
the harmonious life he once lived, The
book highlights important aspects of
migration, struggles of displaced victims

several topics such as ancient metallurgy,
music, the making of honey, and the
degradation of the ecosystem,

Resistance and resilience
When livelihood, land, culture, and
identity are at stake, resistance, and
resilience are the only means of
sufeguarding them, In Valli, written by
Sheela Tomy in Malayalam in 2019 and
translated into English in 2022 by
Jayashree Kalathil, we leamn of a tribal
y's deep ¢ ion to the

when large-scale development projects
are carried out, and the persistent
man-animal conflict,

Loss of (udmmnl occupcunm
rying, defe illegal
mining, nnd poorly planned construction

forest, which sustains them both
physically and spiritually. As outsiders
encroach upon their land, Valli's family
and others in the community resist,
clinging to their heritage and traditions,
At the same time, Valli grapples with her
pensonal growth, relationships, and
chnnﬂna social dynamics, The novel

projects have destabilised the fragile
Through )

reporting, accounts from affected
individuals, interviews, and a critical
examination of policies, B. Viju's Flood
and Fury: Ecological Devastation in the
Western Ghats (2019) connects these
activities to increased occurrences of
landslides, floods, and soil erosion. The
book delves into the historical and
cultural significance of the Western Ghats
while critiquing the apathy of
governments, corporations, and society
toward environmental conservation,

The Nilgiri Hills - A Kaleidoscope of
People, Culture and Nature (2023) by Paul
Hockings brings together stories and
articles from writers, scholars, such as
ecologists, filmmakers, local writers, etc
to highlight various aspects of the
Western Ghats. The book sheds light on

lights the strength and perseverance
of the Adivasi people as they navigate the
complexities of modern life while fighting
to preserve their heritage and connection
to the land.

Through old and contemporary works
on the Western Ghats, authors have
stressed that the Ghats are more than just
a landscape - they are a living archive of
culture, memory, and resilience, Yet, this
fragile ecosystem is scarred by
encroachment, where tribal people are
uprooted, natural resources are
destroyed, and policies fail to protect
what matters most, To save the Ghats is to
do maore than preserve their beauty; it is
to respect the land and the lives entwined
with it, to stand against their erasure, and
to recognise that in their survival lies
something far greater than us.

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz about the history of the right of women to vote

Vasudevan Mukunth

[N
QUESTION 1
On this day in 1918, Great Britain

passed the Representation of the women?

People Act that allowed men over ~

the age of 21 and women aver the QUESTION 4

age of X to vote, What's the value of |  During the December 2015 municipal
x? elections In , the

LN government allowed women 1o vote
QUESTION 2 for the first time in its history, Women
Since 1834, the were also allowed to run for office

the U.K's sole overseas territary in
the Pacific Ocean, has given women
the right to vote, Thus it's the
territory that has continuously [N
allowed women to vote for the
longest duration in history,

LN

QUESTION 3
Name the first place in India that
gave women the right to vote, in
1920, although not the right to 1897
™

K

stand in elections, It was govermed as
a princely state during the reign of
the British Empire, Bonus: which
princely state first granted both
rights, to vote and run for office, to

and thus the country soon acquired
its first women politicians, Fill in the
blanks with the name of the country.

QUESTION §
Name the world's first major country
to grant both women and men the
right to vote at the same time and on
equal terms. This was achleved
through the Local Administration Act

[
Visual Question:

» iy

This map of Switzerland shows its 26 cantons. Name the one shown in purple at a
roughly 2 o'clock position, which was one of the last places in Europe to grant
women the right to vote, in 1991, TOMCHEN196S (CC BY-SA 1.0)

¥

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's daily quiz: 1.

Is the cause of about 22% of cancer
deaths. Ans: Tobacco use

2, This & a type of lymphoma in
which cancer originates from a
speciic type of white blood cell
called lymphocytes. Ans: Hodgkin
lymphoma

3, What is the term used to define
the spread of cancer to other
locations in the body? Ans:
Metastasls

4, This is a type of cancer that
develops from the thin layer of tssue
that covers many of the internal
organs. Ans: Mesothelloma

5, Which U.S, President declared a
‘war on cancer’? Ans: Richard Nixon
Visual: For which type of cancer, this
vaccine is provided? Ans: Cervical
cancer

Early Blrds: ViswanadhaRao Batchu|
Erfanally Ocsmany | Sonali Das

. | 22
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanlan
S.Upendran

1 had asked readers to send their favourite
passage from a book, Here is one from Mr,
Shafiqur Rahman, Royapettah, Madras,

Father Forgets

W. Livingston Larned

Listen, son: | am saying this as you lie
asleep, one little paw crumpled under
your cheek and the blond curls stickily
wet on your damp forehead, | have stolen
into your room.

Just a few minutes ago, as | sat reading
my paper in the library, a stifling wave of
remorse swept over me, Guiltily I came to
your bedside.

These are the things | was thinking,
son: | had been cross to you, | scolded
K’: as you were dressing for school

ause you gave your face merely a dab
with a towel. I took you to task for not
cleaning your shoes. 1 called out angrily
when you threw some of your things on
the floor,

At breakfast [ found fault, too. You
spilled things. And as you started off to
play and I made lm'n:jy train, you turned
and waved a hand and called, “Good-bye,
Daddy!” and I frowned, and said in reply,
“Hold your shoulders back!”™

Then | began all over again in the late
afternoon. As [ came up the road [ spied
you, down on your knees, playing
marbles, There were holes in your
stockings. 1 humiliated you before your
boy friends by marching you ahead of me
to the house,

Do you remember, later, when [ was
reading in the library, how you came in,
timidly, with a sort of hurt look in your
eyes? When | glanced up over my paper,
impatient at the interruption, you
hesitated at the door. “What is it you
want?" I snapped.

You said nothing, but ran across in one
tempestuous plunge, and threw
arms around my neck and kissed me, and
your small arms tightened with an
affection that God had set blooming in
your heart and which even neglect could
not wither, And then you were gone,
pattering up the stairs.

Well, son, it was shortly afterwards that
my paper slipped from my hands and a
terrible sickening fear came over me.
What has habit been doing to me? The
habit of finding fault, of reprimanding -
this was my reward to you for being a boy.
1t was not that | did not love you: it was
that 1 expected too much of youth,

And there was so much that was good
and fine and true in your character, The
little heart of yours was as big as the dawn
itself over the wide hills, This was shown
by your spontaneous impulse to rush in
and kiss me good-night. Nothing else
matters tonight, son, I have come to your
bedside in the darkness, and | have knelt
there, ashamed!

It is a feeble atonement. | know you
would not understand these things if |
told them to you during your waking
hours, But tomorrow [ will be a real
daddy! I will keep saying as if it were
ritual: “He is nothing but a boy-a little
boyt"

1 am afraid | have visualised you as a
man. Yet as | see you now, son, crumpled
and weary in your cot, | see that you are
still a baby. Yesterday you were in your
mother's arms, your head on her
shoulder. I have asked too much, too
much,

1 like the passage. It brings out the
feelings of a father vividly. By the way,
what is the meaning of “practically”.

“Practically” means (a) in a practical
manner. “Don't panic, Let us look at the
problem calmly,” said he practically. (b)
almost, virtually. “She is practically
unknown in this area.”

Published in The Hindu on February M,
1995

Word of the day

Recalcitrant:
stubbornly resistant to authority or control

Syn ONYMS: ungovernable, nsubmissive,
uncooperative

Usage: Her recalcitrant attitude towards the
new rules made it difficult to work with her.

Pronunciation: bitly/recalcitrantpronun

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /rakatsitrant/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
lette co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Turning point, cutting edge

India is embracing the idea of shifting public money into private universities and firms
which are nurturing innovation. This makes for greater bang for the taxpayer's buck

R A MASHELKAR, SUSAN
THOMAS AND AJAY SHAH

FROM THE OUTSET, the dreamers for India
had placed a high value upon science, tech-
nology, and scientific temper. The first phase
of this was centred around the Indian state.
Previously priva suchasTata
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) or
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC),
were brought under the fold of the govern-
ment. And, for some time, this delivered good
results, such as the nuclear test of 1974,

Gradually, we have started seeing the
problem of innovation policy (or S&T policy,
as it was called in earlier decades) in a more
comprehensive, all-of-society way. What we
really require is intellectual capabilities in
people, in firms, and not just in standalone
government organisations. Intellectual
power in Indian firms is a precondition for a
high GDP. This is where comprehensive na-
tional power comes from. It is not enough to
have engineers inISROwho put acraft onthe
moon, Those engineers should be in univer-
sities and private organisations so that this
level of imagination, ambition and knowl-
edge is applied pervasively in society.

In France, defence research is funded by
the government and happens in private de-
fence firms, In the US, 80 per cent of NASA's
budget is contracted out to private firms and
universities, NASA does not make spacecraft;
Private vendors do. The Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) plays a critical role in NASA's
exploration of the solar system. It will come
as a surprise to many to realise that JPL was
created in a private university (Caltech) in
1936, From 1954 onwards, it has been the re-

cip

for its operational role in NASA's space explo-
ration, The recent accomplishment of
Deepseek in China shows how innovative en-
ergy comes about in a country: The (private)
team that created DeepSeck cut their teeth in
computer science doing algorithmic trading,

Indians feel a sense of pride when their
maoney is used in ISRO to place a craft on the
moon, There will be higher levels of societal
gains when knowledge resides in private or-
ganisations, and feeds into society.

In December 2024, the three of us wrote
a paper on the foundations of science pol-
icy inIndia (hetps: //bit.ly/xkdr_MST_2024).
We utilised knowledge from public eco-
nomics to clarify the intellectual founda-
tions of science policy. We suggested there
were big gains in placing taxpayer resources
into private firms and universities. And we
utilised knowledge from public adminis-
tration and law to sketch details of imple-
mentation, of how to do this contracting-
out in the Indian context.

There is a natural connection between
risk in research, and contracting out to pri-
vate persons, Government can contract out
the same research problem to multiple im-
plementers who take different pathways.
Some pathways would fare poorly, and the
flow of money into them would be stopped.
Such unfolding of risk is harder when
laboratories and bureaucracies are built in
government organisations.

When a private firm is working in an

&=

-

REKHA SHARMA

IT HAS BEEN almost two months since
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the
Allahabad High Court made highly objec-
tionable, communal and distasteful re-
marks against Muslims and in a tone and
tenor not in keeping with the dignity of his
office. He seems to have forgotten that
Jjudgeship is not a blank cheque, It comes
with responsibility. A healthy judiciary in-
terrogates itself and must realise that hate
speech cannot be couched in nationalism,

Justice Hrishikesh Roy, who has recently
retired from the Supreme Court, said in an
interview (IE, February 1) that whenever
such incidents happen, there are few op-
tions available with the institution — talk-
ing to the individual, holding back work, the
in-house inquiry procedure or impeach-
ment. While we await an institutional re-
sponse in terms of any of the above options,
Justice Yadav is holding his ground and re-
fusing to walk his staternents back.

On December 8, 2024, speaking at an
event in Prayagraj organised by the Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP) on the "Necessity of
Uniform Civil Code”, Justice Yadav report-
edly used aslur to refer to Muslims, He also

edly said: “You have a misconception
that if a law (UCC) is brought in, it will be
against your Shariyat, your Islam and your
Quran,” Justice Yadav said. “But | want to say

area (for example, an automobile compo-
nent firm that's challenged to produce ball
bearings of a superior spec), it will try todo
the research well, because it also has a direct
interest in the knowledge sought to be pro-
duced. Such a firm would bring knowledge
from its normal operations into the con-
tracted research; it would care deeply about
the work and execute it well, and then the
knowledge produced through the publicly
funded research would spillover into its
£CONDMIC SUCCeSS,

Many in Indian science policy have, of
course, been thinking on similar lines. The
paradigm shift has been simmering for years.
We are at a remarkable moment where the
new paradigm is tuming into action. An im-
portant new organisation, Anusandhan
National Research Foundation (ANRF), will
put out grants at about Rs 2,800 crove a year
lhrough new ways, It is likely to break new

When a private firm is
working in an area (for
example, an automobile

component firm that's
hall

public toprivate ar-
age research.

Paragraph 79 of the recent budget speech
reads: "To implement private sector driven
research, development and innovation ini-
tiative announced in the July budget, | am
now allocating Rs 20,000 crore.” This is an
important milestone in the history of Indian
science policy.

An article in the Financial Times on
February 2 says that ISRO will buy launch ve-
hicles made by private persons, Taxpayer
money will go to private firms who will do
cutting-edge engineering, and the knowl-
edge will feed into civilian applications and
global competitiveness,

In recent years, the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MEITY) has
worked on using public funding to get more
GPUs into private hands, to deepen Al knowl-

¢ ged to produce ball
bearings of a superior spec), it
will try to do the research
well, because it also has a
direct interest in the
knowledge sought to be
produced. Such a firm would
bring knowledge from its
normal operations into the
contracted research; it would
care deeply about the work
and execute it well, and then
the knowledge produced
through the publicly-funded
research would spillover into
its economic success,

Against his oath

Justice Shekhar Yadav's comments, refusal to step back, call for SC response

one more thing... whether it is your per-
sonal law, our Hindu law, your Quran or
whether it is our Gita, as | said we have ad-
dressed the ills (buraaiyan) in our prac-
tices, . kamiyan thi, durust kar liye hain (the
shortcomings have been addressed).... un-
touchability... sati, jauhar... female foeti-
cide... We have addressed all those issues. ..
Then why are you not doing away with this
law... that while your first wife is
there...you can have three wives... with-
out her consent, ., That is not acceptable.”
g his aforesaid there
was an uproar in Parliament that led to 55
Rajya Sabha MPs moving for the initiation of
impeachment proceedings against him, His
comments raised many an eyebrow in the
judicial fraternity as well. On the institu-
tional front, he was reportedly summoned
by the Supreme Court collegium and was
asked to tender a public apology for his re-
marks, The Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court also, at the instance of the Chief
Justice of India, sought his comments on the
speech, In response, Justice Yadav is re-
ported to have maintained that he had not
violated any principle of judicial conduct
and that the judiciary, often unable to de-
fend itself publicly, requires support from
senior members of the fratemity.
It appears, then, that Justice Yadav is not

in the least remorseful over his statement
and wants to brazen it out. One would have
thought that after all the storm that his re-
marks had created he would have looked
within, On the contrary, he wants the sen-
ior members of the judicial fraternity to
come to his aid. In light of his stand, it is now
upto the Supreme Court to take a call on his
reported statement, every word of which
was against the core values of the
Constitution, founded on the principles of
equality, justice, fraternity and secularism,
‘When he says that this country will func-
tion as per the wishes of the majority com-
munity, Justice Yadav is turning the
Constitution on its head. He is clearly and
unequivocally adding his voice to all those
who are clamouring to make India a Hindu
Rashtra, And, when he talks in terms of “we”
and “they”, "our Gita™ and "their Quran”, he
is clearly othering Muslims. What Justice
Yadav reportedly said at the VHP event was
not only against the Constitution, it was also
inviolation of the oath of office that he took
before assuming charge as a high court
judge: He solemnly affirmed that he would
bl'.ll' true fmh and allegiance to the
f Intia and
dums of his office to the best of his abilities
without fear or favour, affection or ill will.
Equality, liberty and fraternity are the

CR Sasikumar

edge in India, In the olden days, taxpayer
money would have gone into a government
organisation (for example an IIT), and the
equipment would have been used by state
functionaries. Instead, MEITY has aligned
with the new paradigm, They have procured
18,693 GPUs, which will be in operation at
multiple private IT infrastructure firms, ME-
ITY will give the use of these GPUs to re-
searchers in Indian private organisations at
the price of $1 per hour. This is the philoso-
phy of buy, not make.

Putting these four developments to-
gether, we may cautiously say that 2025 will
shape up as an important turning point for
Indian science policy. The Indian state is ris-
ing out of the concept of using public money
to hire researchers who are avil servants, to
the concept of delivering public money into
private universities and firms where cutting-
edge knowledge is produced. This is greater
bang for the taxpayer’s buck, as opposed to
vertical government science organisations.

The broad idea of contracting out public
resources for R&D to private persons is in-
creasingly accepted, How would the imple-
mentation work? Research funding is not like
ardinary purchasing of (say) pencils where
contract performance can be readily tested
and audited, As the old saying goes, “If there
is no possibility of failure, it’s not research.”
The puzzie now lies in developing these new
ways. Our paper shows the elements of work
required: Changes in legal texts; new versus
existing organisations; strategic thinking in
public finance; and project planning for the
required reforms,

is president, Pune
Centre, Thomas and Shah are
co-founders at XXDR Forum

pillars of the Constitution — what was al-
legedly said was advocating the worst sort
of tyranny.

For over a decade, we have been wit-
nessing some right-wing politicians and so-
called "gurus" giving clarion calls to make
India a Hindu Rashtra. Unfortunately, this
tendency seems to be spreading in the judi-
ciary too — though, at present, at a minus-
cule level. Many believe that it was wholly
inappropriate for Justice Yadav to have at-
tended an event organised by VHF, which
bears the tag of a Hindu organisation advo-
cating a Hindu Rashtra, A judge is bound by
his oath of office. He swears in the name of
the Constitution of India and when he does
50, thereafter, as a judge, ceases tobe a
Hindu or Muslim or of any caste or creed.
The Constitution of India becomes his reli-
gion, his faith, He must remember what
Baron de Montesquicu said: *There is no
tyranny crueller than that which is perpet-
uated under the shield of law and in the
name of justice."

Justice Yadav's defiance and his refusal
to step back is tantamount to throwing a
challenge to the Supreme Court collegium,
Itis up to the Supreme Court to respond,

The writer is a former judge
of the Delhi High Court
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Pakistan should reaffirm its support
keep the door open for India in case it
through dialogue.”

Let

for the people of Kashmir. It should also
decides to resolve the Kashmir question

the

money flow

Review of banking regulations
is needed to boost liquidity
in the economy

ADITYA PURI

INDIA'S GDP IS expected to grow from §3.7
trillion in 2023-24 to §7 trillion in 2030-
31, which will be fuelled by building on the
strong foundation that has already
been laid through sound fiscal and mone-
tary policies and world-class physical and
digital infrastructure.

Financing India’s capex will require
higher savings. The investment required for
a$7-trillion econormy will be approximately
$2.5 trillion, which translates to an invest-
ment-to-GDP ratio of 34 per cent

Latil d
quent investment of HQLA assets needs to
be examined on a bank-specific b.lsls Basel
only we need

Mare efficient cash management by the
government has meant that the overall lig-
uidity avuhblc o the hankmg system has
RBL This is vital for liquidity management
since variation in government surpluses
leads to large swings in systemic liquidity.

Banles have a priority sector lending (PSL)
requirement of 60 per cent plus (this is be-
cause on 40 per cent, we have "priority on
priority™). a framework drafted ages back
that needsto factor in changes in GDP com-

i priorities, We
sure PSL pricing reflects credit risk and not
pressures to meet the target.

Also, we need to examine the move to
cash-flow-based lending and risk-based
pricing. Otherwise, large sections of the pop-
ulation MII be uumdc organised finance,

Corporates and are net savers | i the rate of
with the ing deficits, im-  interest urhngtwrnsk \wrghls will not solve
iting the amount of its i the probls

The private sector has not been investing umdtrdundudlm;ALwdl Also, strict ac-
its surphus, The share of tooper- hould be taken and not
Mingc isdownto56 the asawhole,

per cent m2023 24 from a peak of 114 per

cent in 2008-09, This could be consequent
toalackof de ind

Credit growth lower than nominal GDP
growth is a major concem, and an in-depth
banks

the uncertainty caused by gropolitics,
With overseas flows muted, personal

will need to be
So, how can capital and financial interme-
diation efficiency be improved?
The large corporate sector is using its

and bank credit, but MSMEs have not re-
ceived their share of credit. In the last few

and priorities is needed, The review should
cover the funding needs of market partici-

15" liquidity.

Defending the rupee when lhc n:.lson
for s
be examined. This leads to the reduction of
liuidity, an overvalued rupee and noeffec-
tive shoring-up of the currency,

The credit-to-deposit ratio calculation
and its purpose should be examined. Banks

years, banks have been inc get- d both debt and equity from in-

ting 40 per cent or less of i h, sothey

as against 50 per cent a few years back, as  erate returns. They mast be allowed to price

consumers chase higher returnsin pension  for risk and processing costs,

fund schemes and MFs. Also, the investments in technology are
There are preemptions, In the last two  huge. Technology spending by global banks

years, banks have bought Rs 13 trilionof G-
Secs against a deposit inflow of Rs 40 tril-
lion, driven by the need to maintain liquid-
ity coverage (LCR) and statutory liquidity
ratios (SLR) as mandated by the RBlon a
daily basis rather than weekly average.
Banks maintain 115 per cent to avoid
breach. Given the low supply of papers from
manufacturing companies, which also qual-
ify as assets for LCR, banks buy government
bonds to meet LCR.

To maintain some cushion in LCR aver

levels, bank:

SLR securities of up to 26 per cent agalnsl
the regulatory requirement of 18 per cent.

Banks are also required to maintain a
cash reserve ratio (CRR) of 4 per cent of de-
pasits. So, when one looks at the regulatory
preemptions, they are close to 30 per cent
ofbanks' deposits — 26 per cent on account
of LCRand 4 per cent for CRR — reducing the
lendable resources for banks, leading to
higher lending rates.

Under the proposed LCR guidelines for

ks would h

(9 per cent) has outpaced revenue growth
(4 percent ) Indian banks, too, are spending
on building tech capabilities, with large
banks reporting around 5 per cent share of
tech in annual spends, Indian banks also
havcsoaalmq)oﬂslmlnycosmmmwdm
be There are ot
charging for UPI transactions, which account
for a magor share of bank volumes, the re-
covery of network costs and other reason-
able bank charges. Since we are looking at
international practices, a look at their
«charges would be a good starter.

The government bond market in India
is third in emerging markets and despite
the inclusion in global indices, our share
is at 3 per cent compared to Indonesia's
14.5 per cent. This makes a case for eas-
ing regulations.

The cash market looks to have adequate
liuidity across the yield curvv: in the sec-

itnot he deriv-
atives markcl For further development of
the market, we need lower preemption for

even more in liquid assets to meet LCR,
which is estimated to be about 2- 2.5 per
cent of deposits,
But, do we need both LCR and SLR?
(‘bbally only LCR exists, Most parts of the
RR‘M“rh ams
as HQLA (High Quality Liquid Assets), The

securities A nudge f
lators lRDNWRDNSEBI]mIArg'mm
for greater use of dernatives along with cash
instruments would help,

The writer, former CEO and managing
director of HDFC Bank, is senior advisor to
Carfyle's Asia private equity team

NOT ALL GOOD

THIS REFERS TO the article, "Learning
with Al'(IE, February 5). As the use of AI

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THIS REFERS TO the report, “First under
Trump 2.0: USdeports 205 ‘illegal’ Indian
migrants, flown back in military plane”
'IE Ftbruary 5). The deportation of

isonthe rise, itis to keep in
mind its uses and Its appli-

from the US, parti
rcraft, highlights

throughal

cation in lesson planning, performance
evaluation, and interactive learning for
students has advantages. However,
there are concemns about the reliability
and validity of Al-generated informa-
tion. With Al, students could leam faster
and better, But we must be careful not
to expand its use to analysis and prob-
lem solving. Students should hone their
creative skills independent of any tech-
nological intervention,

Y G Choulcsey, Pune

CURBING MENACE

THIS REFERS TO the report, “First under
Trump 2.0: US deports 205 llegal' Indian
migrants, flown back in military plane”
(IE, February 5). The US President is walk-
ing the talk on the promises he made.
The deportation is, hence, on expected
lines. The Indian government ought to

India’s position in the global migration
landscape and raises deeper concemns, It
marks the uncomfortable truth that
India, despite being one of the world's
largest economies, has become a signif-
icant source of illegal migrants to the US.
While the government’s diplomatic ap-
proach to avoid confrontation with the
USis pragmatic, a more comprehensive
plan is needed. India must create an
ecosystem that encourages and enables
legal migration. It must also focuson ad-
dressing the drivers of illegal migration,
such as rampant unemployment.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

NO EXCUSES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Seize the
Iull'(IE, February 5) Manipuris engulfed
inthe chaos created by extremists, CMN
Biren Singh has failed to control the sit-

route, Further, generation of adequate
Job facilities, investment in healthcare
and education are the need of the hour,

Aanya Singhal, Noido

developa madrmpmch:lm!hdwmpa uallon Bul the people of the state de-
triates. rveto i asinother states

perpetrators who! l.\nlu.\ltpmph sjour-  of the country. Efforts at reconciliation
ney to the States through the Dunki  must be accelerated to bridge the differ-

ences between Meiteis and Kukis, The
state has no dearth of resources to carry
this out. There is no excuse.

Subhash Vald, New Delhi
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Death toll from

MPs elected to

Sweden's worst
mass shooting
Sweden’s worst mass shooting
ll has left at least 11 people dead
and five seriously wounded,

Including the gunman at an adult
education centre, The gunman's motive

hadn't been determined by earty
Wednesday as the Scandinavian nation
reeled from an attack with such
bloodshed. w»

Aligarh Muslim
University Court

Seven MPs, Including four BJP

legislators, have been elected as

members of the Aligarh Mustim
University (AMU) Court, according to a
notification issued on Wednesday. The MPs
have been elected for a period of three
years, until December 23, 2027, o *until
the end of their term as a Member of
Partlament,” whichever comes first. or

THEM@&@®HINDU

Number of AC electric

Voter turnout

buses to be added in

recorded in Milkipur

exchange prisoners

hane thi

yvear
As many as 100 AC
electric buses will be
added to the fleet of

the Thane Municipal Transport in Apeil this
year. The buses will be provided under the

PM E-Bus Service scheme, Thane's

population s Increasing rapidly, and the
ity needs more buses, the release from
local MP Naresh Mhaske's office said, »m

Assembly bypolls

» In per cent. More than 65% of

b ; the total 3,70 lakh voters
QW axercised their franchise In

the bypolls to the Milkipur Assembly
constituency of Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday, surpassing the turmout
recorded in the 2022 Assembly polls, The
voting began at 7 a.m. and continued till §
p.m,, officials sald, »

of war

Russia and Ukraine
« captured soldiers in
their latest prisoner-of-war exchange, both
sides said on Wednesday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy sald some
of those returned had been in Russian
captivity for *more than two years®. »
COMPILEO Y THE 1A BATA TEAY

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
n December 18, 2024, the
Supreme Court directed the
Forest Department of
Rajusthan to map on the
ground and via satellite every ‘sacred
grove’ in detail, They were to be identified
Irrespective of their size and based “solely
on thekr purpose and their cultural and
ecological significance to the Jocal
community”, After mapping, the court
directed the department to classify them
as "forests’ and notify them as
‘community reserves’ under the Wildlife
Protection Act (WLPA) 1972. Effectively,
the decision would transfer the sacred
groves from community protection to
forest officialdom for the purposes of
conservation, The move defies the Forest
Rights Act (FRA) 2006, which by virtue of
being enacted later overrides the WLPA,
and which the government had intended
to do the reverse: Le. recognise traditional
and customary rights over all forest lands
and transfer them back from the Forest
Department to gram sabhas.

The sacred groves of Rajasthan, also
known as ‘orans’, ‘malvan’, 'deo ghat',
and ‘baugh’, number around 25,000 and
cover about six lakh hectares of the State.

What was the case about?
In T.N. Godavarman v. Union of India, the
Supreme Court ordered that ‘forest lind'
in Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980, “will not only Include ‘forest’ as
understood in the dictionary sense, but
also any area recorded as forest in the
government record irrespective of the
ownership of the land”. The court then
directed State governments to constitute
expert committees to identify areas that

| n government identified
only those sacred groves that fulfilled the
criteria of ‘deemed forests’ — that Is, trees
covering 5 hectares of land with at least
200 trees per hectare were classified as
“forests’, while the remainder was not,

The Supreme Court's Central
Empowered Committee (CEC) disagreed
with this choice be
inconsistent with the court's definition of
“forest land'. The CEC also said all such
diverted for non-forestry purposes
before 1980 could be exempted. The apex
court agreed with the CE(
than to implement the
recommendations post-haste in 2018

In early 2024, the Rajasthan
government - responding to
interfocutory applications seeking
directions to implement this order - said
that sacred groves were being identified
and documented as ‘forest lands’.
Ironically, the Rajasthan Forest Policy

Follow us €} facebook.com/thehindu twitter.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

What is the SC directive on sacred groves?

What are the implications of the December 18 order? What did TN, Godavarman v. Union of India establish about the definition
of ‘forest land'? How are sacred groves traditionally conserved by communities?

Sacred heritage

terms of the community's relationship
with its spirits and gods.

India is estimated to have 110 lakh
sucred groves of this nature ~ the highest
in the world. They are called ‘devara
kadu' in Karnataka, ‘devban’ in Himachal
Pradesh, ‘kavy’ and ‘sarpa kav' in
Kerala, 'sarna’ in the Chota Nagpur
Plateau region, ‘devbant’ in Chhattisgarh,
‘jahera' or ‘thakuramma’ in Odisha,
‘devgudi’ by the Muria, the Madia, and the
Gond adivasis of Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh, *ki law lyngdoh’, 'ki law
kyntanyg’ or ki law nlam’ in Meghalaya

sabarkantha', ‘dahod" or 'b kantha’ in
Gujarat, and so forth.

They are often assoclated with
temples, monasteries, shrines, pilgrim
sites, and/or burial grounds. These sites
are thus also repositories of various
herbal medicines and gathering points for
local healers, as much as they are
biodiversity hotspots. They are also,
frequently, sources of perennial streams
that support the growth of unique and
endemic flora and fauna,

Local legends, myths, and beliefs
surround sacred groves, and communities

2023 omitted the detailed for
the protection of sacred groves specified
n s 2010 policy.

have tra itted them orally through
several generations as a matter of
conserving their cultural identities

C " relationships with their

‘The present order came in response to
a challenge to these positions at the
Supreme Court,

What do sacred groves mean to
communities?

Sacred groves are community-regulated
and conserved patches of forest land.
They are created and managed
traditionally by communities in various
ways deeply rooted in their identity. The
groves are kept inviolate through
customary laws and taboos, many of
which completely prohibit the extraction
of any resources in any form, except for
custodians to access medicinal plants.
The grove's conservation ethos s strongly
linked to plety and sanctity, enforced in

X »

groves have also helped mitigate the
effects of floods, laindslides, and droughts
on their lives while stabilising the soil and

preventing erosion. Anthropol have

cultural conservation values and
practises”

The community, or even the
individual, is thus required to prevent any
offences specified in the WLPA, assist the
authorities in arresting any offenders,
report the “death of any wild animal,” and
prevent or extinguish any fires, The
offences include damaging the boundary
marks, teasing or molesting wild animals,
littering in the community reserve, setting
fires or allowing a fire to burn, and using
any chemical substances that endanger
wildlife.

Further, a land-use pattern within a
community reserve cannot be changed
without the approval of the reserve
l"il'l.l“('lll(‘lll committee III(I the
government, The Chiel Wildlife Warden,
under whose jurisdiction community
reserves fall, effectively has overall
control of the reserve and its
management plan.

The Supreme Court's directions also
obligate the State government to
constitut immunity Reserve
Management Committee’ to conserve,
maintain, and manage the reserve and to
protect wildlife and habitats. This
committee is to have at east five
members nominated by the gram
panchayat (or members of the gram
sabha if there is no gram panchayat) and a
representative of the Forest or Wikdlife
Department in whose jurisdiction the

¢ y reserve Is located. If the

also documented the impact of sacred
groves on thelr respective communities’
mental and physical well-being,

What are community reserves?

The WLPA 2002 introduced the category
of Protected Areas called ‘community
reserves’, in addition to ‘natbonal parks'
and ‘sanctuaries’,

Community reserves are notified over
community or private land where locals
have volunteered to conserve habitats to
protect “fauna, flora, and traditional or

reserve is on private land, the committee
will consist of the land owner, a
representative of the Forest or Wikllife
Department, i representative of the
concerned P, or tribal
community.

The elected chairperson of the
committee will be designated the
reserve's ‘Honorary Wildlife Warden'

The court also recommended that the
Union Environment Ministry identify and
map sacred groves nationwide and
formulate a policy for their governance

red groves are community-regulated and conserved patches of forest land. THULASI kAT

and management

How will the Forest Department's
takeover clash with the FRA's
provisions?
If suncred groves had fallen under the
FRA's purview, they would have been part
of ‘community forest resources’,
According to the FRA, a community forest
resource Is the “customary common
forest land within the traditional or
customary boundaries of the village...
including reserved forests, protected
forests and protected such as
sanctuaries and national parks to which
the community had traditional access™

Thus, the gram sabhas would have
been the statutory authority to protect,
regenerate, Conserve or maj
community forest resources, along with
the wildlife, flora, and blodiversity within,
The gram sabhas would also have been
responsible for preventing activities that
harm their cultural and natural heritage,

To this end, the sabha would have to
constitute its own Community Forest
surce Management Committees to
develop and execute the managed plan
approved by the gram sabha. And State
governments would be duty-bound o
support these plans,

All sacred groves in forest areas are
currently subsets of community forest
resources, which are in turn under the
jurisdiction of gram sabhas, and not the
Forest or the Wildlife department. All
sacred groves outside forest land, if any,
also come under the FRA'S purview if a
proposal to notify them as ‘forest land’
comes into belng. In sum, notifying
sacred Rroves ﬂlllll"lll\ll)’ reserves
controlled by the Forest Department
could conflict with the customs of
¢ ithes, and with the ¢ y
forest resources notified by the FRA,
which complies with the customs by
bringing them under its governance,
C.R, Bijoy examines natural resource
conflicts and governance issues

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court ordered
the Rajasthan Forest
Department to map and
classify sacred graves as
“forests’ and ‘community
reserves’ under the Wildlife
Protection Act

This order shifts control of
sacred groves from
community-based
management to the Forest
Department

v

The declsion conflicts with the
Forest Rights Act, which
recognises community rights
over forest resources.

v

The shift in control from
community peotection to
Forest Department
management could undermine
the traditional governance of
these areas.
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What does Rajasthan’s Bill against ‘unlawful’ rellglous conversions say

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY §

RA]ASTHAN HEALTH Minister (‘.ajtndu

ment including cash, material benefits, em-
playment, free education, etc,

The burden of proof — that a religious
conversion did not take place through mis-
representation, force, undue influence, co-

on
state Legislative Anembiy to stop “unlaw-
ful” religious conversions. Known as the
Raj-nlh.m l’mhnhmon of  Unlawful

ercion,

or dTribe  and sub to the District Magistrate  date of ¢ will the right to religious freedom
[Scfﬂ)mp\lunmmunhehawmtwu (DM) or the relevant auxhnmy(‘,omyx in mdude xhemmrmdam ulhmh.pmm bel tothe and
and 10 years with a fine of Rs 25,000, advance. address, father’ the idual sought to be >
For an unlawful mass conversion, the  years imprisonment and a mlnlmum fine  name, the religion bdot! and after nmvﬂ In an interview with The indian Express
imprisonment would be three to 10 years  of Rs 10,000, sion, the date and pl. The  last year, Rajasthan Law Minister jogaram
or by any witha fine of Rs 50,000, Repeat Then, lhe ‘convertor” or the person per-  convert then has to appear before the DM Patel said the Bill was being introduced to
who would face a not ex- th's  within 21 days dec-  prevent fore t

means or marriage — lies
has ™ mncd"d-cmvrnmm-‘m(k
Bill, This is a reversal of the principle of as-

pnwd during the ongoing nu&'n session
after a debate.

The Bill, which states that marriages for
the “sole purpose of unkawful conversion or
wvice-versa” will be declared void, is in ine with
similar legislation introduced in other states

innocence, which normally ap-

plies to the accused person in a criminal case,
The Bill empowers blood relatives to
lodge an FIR in a suspected case. It says, “Any
aggrieved person, his/her parents, brother,
sister, or any other person who is related to
him/her by blood, marriage or adoption may

ceeding double what is pro-
vided under the law for each
subsequent offence,

advance notice to the DM
through a prescribed form,
Violating this would invite up

laration, to establish their mmny and con-
firm the contents of the declaration,

b

Thc Chief Minister Ilh.\un Lal Sharma

of vulnerable communities such as tribal
people, and to check what the BJP calls “love
Jikad", among other things,

This ks not the first time that such a Bill
hn brcn introduced in the Rajasthan

has cited the

All offences under the Bill LAW to five year:
are cognizable (where the po- a fine of Rs 25.(!)0.
In-annuhtmumlwllm anofficer not
awarrant)and I ( below the rank DM will “get an
amatterof and enquiry through police with re-
if the accused is fit to be released on bail). p:dum.\l intention, p\upustuu!amcnl

such as Madihya Pradesh and Uttarakhand, lodge aFIR",
Itfurther inun-  What
What does the Bill say? law'ulmnvcumunlrpummd withone  voluntarily?
In the Bill, unlawful mainly f Rs Those g
refers to religious conversion through coer- 15,00(1 Incaseof. lawful dergoa haustive process, A
chon, force, allurement or fraud, with allure-  geting aminor, 2 jon f filled
bW S0) CLIMATE

Why temperatures at
North Pole reached 20°
Celsius above average

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY &

TEMPERATURES AT the North Pole in-
creased to more than 20 degrees Celsius
above mm Fd:nuryz mmdng rtr

the pnln wmler (which is lmm
to February),
“This was a very extreme winter

gulllble persons” as a key reason behind
the Bill.
According to the Bill's “Statement of
" “The Ci

the proposed religious

The ronv:-m-d person will then have to
send a declaration in a prescribed form
within 60 days of conversion to the DM, A
copy of the declaration has to be displayed
on the notice board of the DM's office till the

e o

to profess, practise and propagate his reli-
glon, However, the individual right to free-
dom i A el b

ly. In 2006, during then
Chlel Minister Vasundhara Raje’s first term,
an anti-conversion Bill was brought in,
However, opposition from the Congress
Party and others, the Bill was returned by
then President Pratibha Patil.

During her second term (2013-2018),
Raje pushed for an amended version of the

-
tended to construe a collective right to

Bill but the C n 2017, claim-
ing the Bill "deviated from national policy”.

Trump’s plan to ‘own’ Gaza

Whatdoes Trump mean, and whatare the implications for Arab states, Palestinians, and Israel? Why have
Jordan and Egypt opposed the idea? And what are the regional implications of renewed US pressure on Iran?

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR AL ABBAS

ON TUESDAY, abead of and during an ex-
traordinary press conference that he ad-
dressed with Israel's Prime Minister

warming event... Probably not the most
extreme ever observed, but still at the up-
peredge afwhat can happen in the Arctic,”
Mika Rantanen, a scientist at the Finnish
Meteorological Institute, tokd The Guardian,

Since 1979, the Arctic has warmed four
times faster than the global average, This

Arctic
uunﬂohalma' Wikimedia Cammans

Arctic, however, has warmed 3.8 times
faster than the global average since the
late 1970s, according to a 2022 study pub-

Netanyahu, United States
President Donald Trump made some major
policy announcements on the Middle East,

First, he said that Palestinians should
leave Gaza — and that Jordan and Egypt
should take them in; “They (Jordanians and
Egyptians) say they're not going to accept, |

US President Donald Trump with Israel Prime Minister hu

Muslim Brotherhood since the 2013 coup,
these consequences might include fresh po-
litscal fuel for a movement that he has fought
hard to remove from Egypt.

How will maximum pressure on lran
play out in the region?

Trump's actions and statements thus far
have flowed against the political tide in the
Middle East.

Arab leaders have long rejected the idea
of Palestinian resettlement. The Foreign
Ministers of Jordan, LIAE, Egype, Saudi Arabia,
and Qatar jointly reiterated this four days ago.
OnWednesday, the Saudis issued a swift re-
Jection of Trump's claim that the kingdom
does not insist on a Palestinian state to nor-
malise ties with Israel.

Even as he revived his “maximum pres-
sure” policy, Trump said he would “love to be

Is a problem since the region acts asare-  lished in the journal Communications say they will." Any number of “alternate” (htOvaIO'ﬂ«oldleWhueHounnnTmsday The New Yark Times able to make a great deal” with Iran, But re-
lnp-ranrfa(hmlul plmh-q» Earth and Environment. sites could be identified for displaced e ACHSS Of the position he takes, the relation-
s cool. Severe There are multiple reasons for this, Gazans; “why would they want to retum [to ship between the Gulf Arab states and Iran
ukr pl.me i n.-mpnuum connnuc m One of the most prominent factors is Gaza]? The place hasbeen bell," Trumpsaid,  comprehensive pathway to a Pal ered”; of andabreacholtheir  have been on a positive tragectory, Consider:
the albedo effect or how much sunlight Second, he said that the US will “take over xwr albeit by pe alreacly & Saudi-lran bilateral trade resumed in
mr dlsmawnd Mmalhrrmn‘ asurface reflects, Sea ice keeps tempera- Gazaand...doa jobwith it too". el by 0ops at thewr border — and the Apnl 2021 and tht Iran-UAE Joint Emmmlr
tures down in the polar regions, with its “own” Gaza, and turn it into the “"Riviera of k-;mmlsmx its illegal sett Iemenn in o(:w Israed Defence R (IDF) created
hy Pols bright, white surface sun- the Middle East”, he said, Last year, Trump's pled territory and the tion of more div m first session lnAbu Dhabi in May 2024,
such high res? light to space than ligusid water, But as the daw Jared had spoken about land, Jordan's resistance is driven less by ideo- W In Novemnber 2024, Fayyadh al-Ruwaili,
The unusually high temperatures at - Arctic's ice cover is melting, Gaza's “very valuable property”, WThis ly trans logicalor i Chief of G udi military, vis-
the North Pole were the product of adeep  water is getting exposed to the Sun, and Third, he signed an executive order to  actional llunbrfun- Trump clarified that by tionand more by existential factors —bothde-  ited Teh ¥
low-pressure system — a region where  as aresult, more heat is getting absorbed, bring b ure” th “taking over” Gaza, he meant “a long term  mographic and political, tact between lhﬂwuummmx
the atmospheric pressure is lower than  This causes warming, his. first Itisthe interms WFour urrently

that of surrounding locations — over
ind. The system opened gates for the
arrival of warmer air from lower latitudes,
effectively bringing heat to the
Another factor was really hot sea sur-
face temperatures in the north-east

The lack of convection in the higher
latitudes is another reason for the Arctic
warming faster than other parts of the
world, Convection occurs when air close
to the ground is heated by the warm sur-
face unhc Earth. In the tropics, where

he surface com-

Atlantic, which further the

wind-driven warming. Absolute temper-  pared to lhc Arctic, strong convection

atures Yole han  takes place, I3 airtorise, This

B o tsi v2 heat through-
out the atmosphere.

Why has the Arctic warmed faster That is not the case in the Arctic, Due

than the global average? toweak convection in the region, the ex-

The global temperatures have in-
creased by around 1,3 degrees Celsius
1850-

tra warming from the greenhouse gases
is not able to mix vertically and the heat

The
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of water resources, and it already hosts about
24mill

What are resident
proposals?

® The new proposal for Gaza (and

Palestine) risks violating long-standing reso-

lutions of the United Nations Security Council

and General

Tution, saying it woulkd beclur !mhr mm
ing weeks.

® Politically for Netanyahuy, the new
Trump plan is ideal — his ruling coalition is

right of sell-determination (which India has

on support from Bezalel
S«mﬁd\‘:mlglumbonlnnwny.amlkv

This large Palestindan population has long
been a political powder keg, which has often

curity ties with Israel and the US, The
Hashemite monarchy has lkept a close watch
on them, especially since the events of Black
September in 1970, when an armed rebellion
by the Palestine Liberation OrganisationPLO)

proactively backed), and several peremptory — ous advocate for d the rule of King Hussein, until it
noms of intermational law (jus cogens ) includ- W Trump's statements, and Netanyahu's — was put dow ,
ing those that prohibit ethnic deansing assertion that Israel still secks the complete In the decades since, Amman has used a
WTrump'scl want i poll socialand
onthe  the post finitely, With ne-

ground — following the ceasefire, thousands

gotiations over stage 2 of the ceasefire offi-

to combat and contain both Islamist and

docked at Port IKhalid in Sharjah, a remarik-
able first in the history of the UAE and the
Islamic Republic. These include the newest
warships of the Iskamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, and pictures have shown IRGC offi-

and military officials,

IRGC attacks on commercial shipping in
the Strait of Hormuz had strained the UAE-
Iran relationship for a decade, and the first
Trump administration designated the IRGC
“as a whole” as a foreign terrorist organisa-
tion in 2019,

Tehean on its part has long criticised Abu
Dhabi for having normalised ties with bsrael,

Cnl|mlv¢)y these developments raise

over the of fresh US

have returned to North Gaza, rvrn though  clally underway since February 4,
has. byTh
of torubble, Ly he Hamas
W The proposal to identify *1,2,3,4,or B after the h eleased,
or 12" alternative sites for Palestinkans to live
in peace while Gaza is turned into the  Why won't Egypt and Jordan accept
“Riviera® amounts to the biggest displace-  Palestinians?

ment and scattering of the Palestinian pop-
ulation since the 1948 Nakba — and recalls
the fate of European Jews before the estab-
lishment of a Jewish state in Palestine,

W The radical shift in Trump's vision for
Palestine contrasts his own “Peace to
Prosperity” plan of 2020, which presented a

Both countries had pushed back fiercely
the last two times Trump fleetingly voiced
the idea.

ked

cwldi;—... il
Iskamic Action Front won their largest ever seat
share (31 seats) in the September 2024

sal
economic and military bridges lhalGuJMrab
states are building wllh Iran. Also, Iran last
week for talks on its

support for Hamas during the Gaza war,
EGYPT: The political concern for Cairo is
largely similar, apmﬁumhehmhampt-

nuclear program if the “West" is senous, and
Iranian state media has lauded Trump's de-
cision to end the foreign aid that Tehran be-

ingTrump'

lieves
based.

political conseq both do-

: Jordandan officials have now re-
iterated their Foreign Mindstry's
2004 that any lsraci
place P vould be consid

For President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, whose
politics was founded on fighting against the

Bashir Ali Abbas is a Senfor Research
Associate at the Council for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delhi

Story of NaviC: crucial indigenous SatNav system, hurdles in development path

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY &

INDIA'S SPACE agency on Sunday reported
the of its NVS-02 i

In space. This was the latest in a series of set-
backs suffered by the Indian Regional
Nmytlun Satellite System (IRNSS ). opera-
ly referred to as the Navigation with
mmnmon(M)mm
‘me IRNSS was conceved in 1999 fol-
lowing the war in Kargil, during which

y use the American
Gilobalf PS)in thy

fict zone. (India and the US now cooperate
inmany fields, and Washington has ap-
proved the system.)

An indigenous seven-satellite constel-
lation serving both defence and civilian
needs was proposed to be put in place by
2016, and the first satellite, IRNSS 1A, was
launched on July 1, 2013,

Eleven years later, however, only five of
the 11 satellites launched in the Rs 2,250
crore NaviC program — | ing replace-

‘EE n

ments for falled satellites — are fully oper-  modified clocks, would be liunched in 2017, Solﬂw—nlnﬂalmkm areequipp amixof and “Since the first Global NSS systems (GPS
ational, the Indian Space Research the space agency said, [ d of the locks  andGLC pr ly
Organisation (ISRO) has said, An ISRO satelli I dly four IRNSS satel-  used in the first generation satellites, military purposes, the military applications
After IRNSS-1Ain 2013, the IRNSS-18,1C,  ficial had said at the time that "six of the Immlullynpamulmmmy 1BIEN foethese: GPS
IDAETEIG, TH 1L 1) and 1Kwerelaunched — seven IRNSS satellites that were launched  (the replacement for 1A after the launch of Wy is the IRNSS/ NaviC affers encrypted Precise Positioning Service
between April 4, 2014 and January 20,2025 [until April 2016) are still working”, but  1H, the original replacement, failed). and 1) important for India? whichii ble anly yand
Adter the launch of IRNSS-1G, the seventhin - there were “inherent hard related failed 1G). The NaviC satellites provide two types Iualls. GNﬁ'nuudhrdllenmrypnd
the series onApril 28, 2016, ISRO “the  probl i clocks in mszon ummulvemuyllhat of services — Standard F Service iga
[oft i some of these satellites™, The NVS-01onMay 28, which is for general and use,  tionand target
hy of the IRNSS the Galileo system had developed similar 2023, five NaviC satellites are operational - and Restricted Service which is meant for For NaviC to become ubiquitous in the
problems, the official had said. IRNSS- 18, 1C, 1F, and 1Land  the defence forces — over the Indian land- lndun subcontinent, ISRO will have t sell
What went wrong with the satellites? The atomic clocks on four NVS-DI(lRNSS 1)) However,  mass ¥ i ing serv-
Mid-2016 onward, there were reports  other IRNSS satellites ~ 1C, ASGaneshan, af di- o suchas phone and ve-
of failures of the rubidium atomic clocks 1D, 1E, and 1G — also devel- SCIENCE Cnalypmnllyopﬁamml rector of ISRO's Satellite hicle
d i Alites, inchud- probl tothe presence of the old n'oxumlhemdmnnuuymm provides In December 2023, a few months after
ing ISRO's IRNSS and the European Space  The engine failure on the u-rlu of atomic clocks that data “at all times the launch and of
Agency's (ESA's) Galileo Global Navigation  IRNSS-1K (or NVS-02) launched last  were reported to be malfunctioning, accuracy better nunzommdurinpll the NVS-01 (IRNSS-1J) satellite on May 29,
Satellite System (GNSS). There are three  month, which has left it in a sub-optimal Firg. i weather 23, mobile
atomic clocks on each IRNSS satellite. orbit around Earth, means that six of the  after July 2016 — that is, 1Hand 1l - carried  and a renun exmuim] about |5oo km  tions chipmaker Qualcomm reported an
Then ISRO chairman A § Kiran Kumar 11 IRNSS satellites launched so far have  modified f the original clocks pr around Indi and NaviC
announced in July 2016 that all the atomic  been partial failures, W €4mil-  Sband”, ('Benefits of an Indi some of its ch
clocks on IRNSS 1A had “stopped workin, Also, the IRNSS-1H, launched on  londeal for anestimated 45 clocks, Systen’, Science and Culture, 2017) The partial failure of NVS-02 (1K)
even though the "overall performance of ~ August 31, 2017 to replace the IRNSS-1A, 1), which is operational, and 1K, which A primary reason to develop an indige- ISRO
our navigation system” had not been af-  did not reach the dﬂlu'd txbll afteraheat  reported an engine failure last month, be-  nous satellite navigation system like the  more second-generation NaviC satellites
fected, and the “rest of the satellite compo-  shield Jang to the next generation of IRNSS satel-  IRNSSdespite the existence of globalsystems — ~NVS-03, 04, and 05 — “to augment NaviC
nents [were| hmmomniher(mly" Are-  PSIV-C39 rocket did mdmch duringthe  lites, and are, on that account, called NVS-01  such as the GPS (US) m‘ Gl ”‘ hase lay i
placement satellite, IRNSS 1H, with launch, and NVS-02 respectively. These satellites tures for f services”,

| N |

epapev.lndlamxpuw .. .

y




HTy———
OPINION

NEW DELWI
THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 06, 2025

Uhe

Pinduslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1924

| OUR TAKE )

Leave Gaza to
Palestinians

Trump’s proposal to develop the territory
without its legitimate residents is a fraught idea

resident Donald Trump, who has pledged to end
America’s wars on foreign soll, told a jolnt news
conference with Israel Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu thatthe US could take over the Gaza
Strip and develop it as the “Riviera of the Middle East”,
adding to the list of territories such as Greenland and the

The history of monarchics
remains pertinent for the
modern republic: Where
there are political
dynastics, evils of disunity
and incompetence are
never far behind

over which of them would marry

Lessons from history
for republic of raj as

thes, such as Mysore and Travancore,

times, but far more

the example afforded by

KmlmKum-\ Mhoiﬂlhlﬂnllcd Iﬁihnwr Immur and Goneal, met
tmhnmumnulumnof COMIMOn was
commil suicide inorder to bring

toanend, Her death proved 10
e invain, however. asthe Pin-
ercenaries

m
Jaipur and Jodhpur then
mmcd upun thelr luplcn

‘n-vue»umlnmdmn
Dbots thatsurround us, we are
dally reminded that India

was, for millenng,

e land of md
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Why Indian politics has become
Increastigly dytistic — and why voters
condone this trend — Is still being
debated by observers. But the |
ton for our republic is dire, At the
heart of republicanism is the demand
for equality. This equality has four
aspects: politically, no one should be

sumersthat huveto ey igher pries —
does thetr “Inclusion” not matter ¥

MWM
Inelian polites nahug It apos
Itive development that the Bharatiya
Janata Paty (BIP), which {isteBoctuaks
denounce asi threat o the republic. has

condemned partvarvaad. s distinctive

rajus. So, why. then, did our Bytheondol the Bthomtury, stories.  Mandalay and exile in Pondicherry — above the law; momily, we should  feature is that & isnot controlied by o sin:
Panama Canal that he wants to wrest control of. His hnr-mam.\mmmmu wuch as Krishina Kumarl's, which was  respectively, the rgiaemar of Baroda  cherish thtm:nm pn! cconomi-  gle farnily or clan, lnlmhclp-lhllh
words, sometimes befitting a real estate tycoon more mnymmu-p-nwu P songs, and newn for resobinga fst-— cully, themensto  self-renancinony idews of N-ltbu
than dentof the US, 1dhy been music to resson wasexasperation with — In every Indian knguage, had trans- o livewith dignis ladly, we must San
B s | cmmmhldﬂ. diansth salesmen, di fairty dl*rdrolhmlulnlhfpﬂy,
mhu’m mamm forsucha chies.namely, Wu-n manarchs What hiadosceboen asource — vinoe him that M_Fnh! mlhh l'hlllﬂl'l u—whﬁamunbcu- s the BJP cannot be immune o wider
e e o One v ot I A dobor  Soamt beores the g & B0 be concentrated in familis, " :aw e et
mmomo‘m Thlupmpomloudnmlhh quences. Was DNTOW: 0] contrast between ng of the concentral Inmu-u € mem- eye 10 dynasties,
mindedness. Sinceevery royal forwhat these factious princt-— self-mdh {-bom families to
g o many, and family wanted 1o bequeath its palitics had not been able 1o was becoming 100 stark (o bear, Few vik fek agholds” then
Immcdau'yoppombyl’altsummdllsnllbs.mly privileges to its successors, it offer, which was a unificd pol-  made the point more bluntly than Lala The lityls (e
added insult to the injuries of the Palestinians, who have shied awary from makngoom Ity. Thats it was that so many of laLpauhi whose Political Futire of - thata dyniast can break a law, cham-  force the BIP 1o also cultivate dynass. In
" mon Gise with neghbouring o r whis thit “theageol — plon a sectional interest, and dole out — the bong run, then, what mamers s that
watched close 050,000 people die in the Israeli attacks Kingdoms, kstit have tocon:  Rahul 1 pe Mazzinl, g st callows treatment olwhothey  clzens why our
tl months; Ve cede preeminence to them, the republican hero who had smmahmhdwuwwumuc are. The anthem of the dynast Is fante  crenteda . The kessonol our his
ofthe past 15 and could ha ificant Sagar
ramicionsor power elacionsin WestAs T 2 O e e s e
g 3 Il
In several ways, theill-thought-through Abraham mm-yw‘lhulwllmh The ather consequence o Theprineely — dynasties should be excused becase — incom) are tiever far behind s
Accords, a brai of Trump LO, which comy Since m..m they permit the “inclusion” of “under-  only thzems commpeehend th toll
bk Ml-hl and the Sikhs mpla\lhl'y ruk-n pl.lrd llrh alfice Iq vlm:cl groups mi as women lhldynmktmlnvadlnllr_l -
sldmdﬂ:nadlm:mSmemlmlaxm:

L

for the existing situation in the region. Saudi Arabia,

in

lhmh‘ In every spim of 1, llun

(when. for

s the story of Kel

concert, The sory that every educased  little aptinude for Tiwy nlnnuliomnw n dections). This  ourforefathers — that our republic will

Egypt, Jordan, Qatar and the UAE have jointly rejected Indian knew by heart wis thint of - devotd themselves to high living lew- — civilservice to the judiciary., wrwmuu argument takes neither women nor  begin tohave republicans.
Trump's proposal for the people of Gaza to be moved out Krishna Kumsari, of Udai- | the f d o creste and maintain MMW lurﬂam

: gt whom they read about n James  bards skalled n attery and ntrigue For — dynasties. Most striking of all are the zm-y Viee-
tother countries. There are few precedents for od's Annads avdAmmmu/ma much of the 19th cenury, reformers  political parties huddled under the ot s owned by a woman and,  ing raeso ar Privtom Uity Hs
Trump's plan since World War IL The Allied powers han, The story wa Seeking 1o umdnkvlwudmmbym I:mmmmwmmmmm Increases the number of st rovens book is Krivhwa Kiusart The
memmmwus mahare that would bind the  selves as sorchbearess of the republic. vmmmCEOi’Whllhull)rlamk Trgady of bufie. The vivws exprassel are
wasn bie in Japan after the war. Th:USr mdhlpur » wenttowar  hands progeny. A fewprincipali-  but are filled to the brim with producers prevented from competing peronal
occ fIraq and Afgh had the fig leafof a

UNmandate. Ithnotclrm'howmmp:phnwillfm
againstintermational law.

Close to 75% of United Nations members recognise
the State of Palestine, with Gaza as an Integral part,
Simply put, Gaza is not a piece of real estate but the
homeland of a people: Their right to a nation is
recognised by most nations, including India, State-
driven expulsion of people from their homeland will be
deemed as nothing short of cultural genocide, and the
repercussions won 't be limited to Gaza, Palestinlans or
even West Asia. Washington, hopefully, will see reason
Inlbecndchmofmﬂhunpphnandhnckd! lndla

hich b Woest Asi
seesd\engmumhlwlsmysuumy.wlllm
towalk the tightrope between ts friends in West Asia
and the US-srael axis.

Standing with Rushdic,
protecting free speech

n August 12,2022, a US-Lebanese citizen, Hadi
OMnmrsmbbcdSalman Rushdie, now 77, multiple

times when the celebrated author of Indian origin
was introduced at a literary gathering in Chautauqgua
Institution near New York. Rushdie survived the attack
but lost one eye. In a poignant 2024 memoir, Kn.
Rushdie recalled the trauma the attack caused him, his
family and friends, and also, reflected deeply about the
motivation that drove Matar to attack him. In 1989,

llah Ruhollah Khomeini, Suy Leader of Iran,
lmMSalankaRmhdﬂmlmﬂwProphﬂ.
i kill the author.

Adecade later, Iran disassoctated with the fatwa, but
Rushdie had by then passed through a harrowing time
living in secrecy and under security cover in the UK.
In 2000, Rushdie moved to New York City and started
living without security and travelling freely, including to
India, the first country to ban Satanic Verses. Matar, 27,
did not cite the Ayatollah’s fatwa, but said in an
Interview that he didn't think Rushdie was “a very good
person” and that “he’s someone who attacked Islam”,
Asthe trial of Matar progresses in NY, the focus is
likely to shift beyond the specifics of the attack on
Rushdie and flag larger pressing concerns such as the
right to free speech and the restrictions on creative
freedoms, the place of faith in secular societies, and the
western workd's tense mhtbnswllhmcldnmlcwuid
Their resonance ly ly since

What the DeepSeek
disruption is all about

nnw cnmmw

v.wl. R ckof
ridiculed

large languwge model, RI, sending
through the tech industry.

R1wasn't just on par with the best Al models
available, it was buik at a fraction of the uswal
cost and released for free, The financial workd
reacted instantly, with the United States (US)
stock market kosing a staggering $1 trillion the
e enpiatons of

wmmwwlym bt the moded cannot,
lnw-ly on the handware side, W
infrustrocture. ﬂr«ulwmumry
Al models without (‘N&k"“l‘
(GPUS) Most

mwm’l'm -ﬂwmhmmu

‘s move
By

the Of Al chps, but Decpeck took

openly sharing the details of how Rl and its pee-

NYIIIHM wl\kllﬂmmm Commuic-

decessor, VA
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X 10 create. Th 1§

Imenodiate impact, i A rapkl l:ﬂmbh&mmlwm
response from major Al competfons, US government.

The reaction from competion and In the wakee of RI's refesse, Chinese
the ragid shifts in the Industry bogs the and US compandes scrambled to resct,
:ﬂwllm What exactly did DeepSeck Tech glant Alibaba quickly insroduced

0 cause such & massive upheaval, an updated version of its language

miodel, Qwen, while the Allen Institute

fied? Understanding the tmpace  S190Narth i tiin. s leading non-profit
roquires a closer look at how bege lan- al research organisation in the US,
models are built, relensed an upgrsded version of kl
g these modeds nvolves two mioded, Tuby, OpenAls co-founder an
CEO, Sam Altman, acknowledged RI's

tles, calling it Impressive but chlm
OpenAl

MO;anhw its own cunp:m;
ChatGFT Gov.a

.....n

The pocunucunwum Intensive and
nA

for US governenent
agencies. This move indireetly addressed con-
cems about DeepSeek’s Chinese origins, anid

The mode then undergoes post tralning to
refine its capabiities, One by component of this
s supervised finetuning (SIT), where human

hut the Clinese-developed moded
coutld posentlodly be usad o harvest user data or

censor wul
But despite DeepSeck’s clatims that it spent
rs Yy

curste  pairs e ch
part of pon Araining, pnmm-d by US-hased

s reinforcement laaming with human
thmﬂwmm

iyt come from thin alr. The company’s suc-
coss bullds npm anexssting foundation of Al
research and hmd developments.

Amodal sCRO,

Algenertod respornses. These scores are used
10 further trdn the moded so that it produces
-mmmmmmmm
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Relocating Palestinians from
Gaza is something neither we

nor the region can accept. Itis
wrong to even bring it up for
discussion

On marriage equality,
pointers from Bangkok

day United Smll (us) hal'ﬂ

samesex marriage. Mm-m.;y groups deflly

uw wvmlnm given to LGBTQ+

persons in his country, Thalland became
the din Asa
(after Talwan and ) 1o begally recognise
same-sex marriage, The landmark legislation

Y

gy and lesbian characters in popular

drwmas, The Boy Love (BL) sub-genire in TV

series and films became a roaring success and
soften socsetnl rigidity.

rdd, LGETQ nctivists reached out to major

P the in Junclast
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ok and

cn;:::mn force, authonties n
other citles marriage tes 10
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the reform. With changes in -xn-amm

and the political climate tht
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Funally, in 2009, Ruinbow Coalition for Mar-

mw& place across the country, That
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tnmrdsdunidmtvims especially related to faith,
became institutionalised since the 1980s, Rushdie today
Is more than his books; he Is the representative of the
lonely writer pleading for his right to imagine and
criticise the powerful. Meanwhile, India has made
peace with Rushdie, whose early works such as
Midnight's Children and Shame did not particularty
endear him to Indian leaders. Rushdie too has made
pmmwhhlndhma@hewdhh

about Delhi's silence on the attack on
his life: “India, the country of my birth and my deepest
inspiration, on that day found no words.” he wrote in
Knife. The ban on Satanic Verses was lifted last year and
the book is now available in India,
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