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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of fatalities in

Chickens culled in

THE®@mHINDU

Number of Myanmar

the Coast Guard

Japan due to a bird flu

migrants turned away

Instant loan limit for
the MSME sector by

The increase in
Karnataka public

chopper crash

Three crew members were killed
3 after a helicopter of the Indian Coast

Guard (ICG} crashed during landing
at the Porbandar alrport in Gujarat on
Sunday afternoon, pelice sald. The
Incident took place at 12.10 pm, Porbandar
Superintendent of Police Bhaglrathsinh
Jadeja said. m

outbreak

These
000:
b were
culled by Japanese autharities after a bird
Tu outbreak at a farm in the northern
Iwate reglon. It is the 19th bird flu outbreak
of the seasan In Japan, the agriculture
mintstry sald. ae

by Malaysia
Malaysia’s coast
300 guard escorted away

from its waters two
boats carrying almost 300 undocurmented
Myanmar migrants found In a state of
exhaustion fram lack of foad and water.
The coast guard did net say If the migrants
were Rohingya people. wums

Punjab & Sind Bank

In ¥ lakh. State-owned Punjab
& Sind Bank plans to launch an

|akh for the MSME sector as part of ts
Inithative te push credit through (ks digital
platform. The bank has introduced dightal
home loan schemes under which approval
|8 ghven within 15 minutes. m

15

instant loan scheme up to 125

transport bus fares

In per cent. Unlon Minlster H. D,
Humaraswamy accused the
Congress government of finding

wittys to discontinue (ts flagship guarantee
schermes, while “burdening” people with
increased costs such as the recent 15%
hike In public transport bus fares. m
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Implications of China’s mega-dam project

Do all riparian countries have major water infrastructure projects planned in the river basin of the Brahmaputra? What are China’s and India’s plans and how will they affect
communities living alongside the river basin? How important are Tibet's river systems to the Himalayan bioregion?

EXPLAINER
Mirza Zulfiqur Rahman
The story so far:

he ambitious plan to build a
mega-hydropower dam across
the Bralimaputra at the Great

Bend region of the Medog
county in the Tibetan Autonomonus
Region (TAR) in China, has been in the
drawing beurds of Chinese hydrocracy for
decades, The clearest signalling to this
effect happened in 2020 when this
project was included in China's 1th
Five-Year Man. Its approval was granted
on December 25, 2024, India, Bhutan and
Bangladesh will have serious downstream
implications of this 60 GW hyperdam
built upstream by China.

Where is this project?

The Brahmaputra is a transboundary
Hirnalayan river basin spanning four
riparian countries. China is the
uppermest riparian nation with the river
systern originating in the TAR, where it is
known as the Yarlung Zangho (or
Teangpa). Inclis and Bhutan are lower
riparian nations in relation to Ching and
mtiddle riparian countries in relation to
Bangladesh, 1t is from Bangladesh, which
is the lowerimost riparian natbon, that the
river deains into the Bay of Bengal. All
riparian countries have major water
infrastructure projects planned in the
river basin, stich as hydropower dams,
eimbankmenits meant for river contral,
irrigation dams and barrages,

Is the Brahmaputra river basin
trapped within nation-states?
Transboundary river systems are often
Hkered by nation-states to 'taps’, which
thiey think ean be closed or opened
through hydraulic interventions such as
darms within their respective
nation-states, The Bralimaputea river
systern has been the site of planned and
ongoing mega-dams projects by China,
Indcia and Bhutan, all contributing to an
intense geopolitical power projection in
thie river basin, Mega-dams on rivers
systerns are seen as important sovereignty
markers; symbols of nation-state control
over natural features, Highly deamatised
terms such as 'water wars' are part of the
pgeopalitical voeabulary and upstream
hydropower dams are viewed as ‘water
bombs' by lower riparian nations, as in
the case of the Medog dam project. China
sits pretty at the top of Asia's water tower,
with complete control over Tibet's rivers
and significant material, technological
dnd dl!l.ul‘!hﬂ.‘ :dpEH"l.IL'! Iud.q'sluy

— Grahmagutra River
Tribistaries
[ masinarea
[ international boundary

Bangladesh have to live under the shadow
of mega-hydropower dams with adverse
consequiences to their traditional lands
and livelihood. The perennial flow of the
Brahmaputra in downstream areas in
Indlia and Bangladesh depends on the
flow of the Yarhang Zangbo. The blocking
of that perennial flow, in order o
maintain headwaters to operate
mega-hydropower dam of the magnitude
that China is planning at the Great Bend,
will have eatastrophic consequences on
surface water levels, dm] qu-\.tﬁll

l'll'rﬂ
systems uF the river hdan This wﬂl atfect
and

aprarian ¢

The Clllnr:sc hydl\)tl‘d(.)‘ hdsy,'um: the sensitive ecology of the overall
Forward with mega-hydropower Himalayan bioregion/ecoregion.
developments such as the Three Gorges
Dam on the Yangtze river and the What explains the hydropower
Zangrou Dam on the Yarlung Zangbo, dam-building race in the
commissioned in 2015, with its top Brahmaputra river basin?
political leadership frmly backing these There is a face-off between China and
interventions as state symbsaols, Inclia on the Yarlung

Zangho- Erdhmapulra river course. China

has J the

What are the risks for ¢ it
inhabiting the Brahmaputra river
basin?

The communities living along the river
system have adaped as the river has
shaped and shifted over centuries,
However, with interventions such as
mega-hydropower dams by China, India
and Bhutan, communities cannot use
their traditional knowledge about the
river system meaningfully, as the pace
and oceurrence of disasters have
ifieedl. The o ol ities in
“Tibset as well as the downstream
communities in India, Bhutan and

X »

project at the Great qud Whlll. [ﬂdld has
announced its largest dam project, at
Upper Siang. Bhutan has been planning
and building several medium to small
dams, which have raised concerns in

I Inchia and ladesh. None
of the riparian countries of the
Brahmaputra river basin have signed the
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Non-navigational Uses of International
Watercourses of 2004, and hence first
user-rights on river systems are
non-enforceable. Ching and India have an
Expert Level Mechanism (ELM) since

i ¢ y s
Taming the ‘rogue’ river
The Brahmaputra is a transboundary Himalayan river basin spanning four riparian countries. This map shows its flow
from the Tibetan Autenomous Reglon in China through Bhutan and | ndia into Bangladesh.

2006, to discuss outstanding issues and
shan: hydmluglul data, but do not have a
ive bilateral treaty to g

shan:d transboundary rivers, The
outstanding land boundary dispute
between China and India is weaved into
the intense securitisation of the
Brahmaputra river basin, which malkes it
an active site for strategic posturing by
both countries,

A bioregional/ecoregional frame of
protecting the Himalayas may help
desecuritise Brahmaputra river basin,

What next?

A recent academic book by some
Auvstralian researchers titled Rivers of the
Asian Highlands: from Deep Time to the
Climate Crisis, puts forward important
deep time (deep time means geological
time; billions of years) perspectives to
Himalayan river systems, The book
juxtapases a wider planetary thinking to
emerge against the backdrop of narrow
technocratic decision-making to build
mega-dams within nation-states,

Tibet's river systems are important to
the Earth's eryosphere, comprising
permafrost and glaciers, and major
climate systems directing climate and
precipitation pathways such as the
monsoon, Glacial Lake Outhurst Floods
{GLOFS) have increased in the Himalayas
with dlimate change events, exemplified
by the Chungthang Dam collapse in
Sikkim during October 2023, which
caused widespread devastation to life and
property to downstream communities.
The dams across the Himalayas aim at
territorialising river systems, breaking

first hydropawer
project on China's
Brahmagutra
[¥artung Tsangpo] to
become aperational,
In 2004,
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their natural life cycles, This affects
agro-pastoral communities, biodiversity,
living biota in rivers and wetland systems.
The Brahmapuira river basin will turm
into an active risk-scape if all these
planned dams are built eventually.

An aceurate sense of history will help
contextualise the site of the Medog dam
being built by China. One of the greatest
earthquakes of modern times, the 1950
Medog Earthquake, or the Assam Tibet
Earthguake, which transformed the
riparian landscape, had its epicenter at
Medog in Tibet. The earthquake had
disastrous effects downstream in Assam
and Bangladesh, with the landseape until
now trapped in an unending eycle of
annual catastrophic oods.

Philip Ball in his book titled Waer
Kingdom: A Secret History of China
describes the Yarlung Zangbo being
viewed in Chinese history as a ‘river gone
rogue’ as it turns sharply from its west to
east route at the Great Bend, to turn south
o enter India, with other major rivers in
China running from west to east. While
China is going ahead with building
mega-dams in Tibet to correct this
gcugraph'lcal anomaly by disciplining a

‘rogue river’, India can assume an

impcmn parian leadership role for

na does, A dam for a dam will

make the entire Himalayan
riparian/climatic systems run dry and
turn it into a disasterscape for its
comimunities,

Mirza Zulfugur Reliman is a Visiting
Associate Fellow at the Institute of Chinese
Stasdies, Delhi, India.
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The Brahmagutra |s a
transboundary Hirmalayan rver
basin spanning faur riparlan
countries, China I the
uppermest fiparan natlan with
the rlver system arginating in
the TAR, where [t ks known as
the Yarkung Zangho.

-

There Is a face-off betwean
China and India on the Yadung
Zangho-Brahmaputra river
course. China has annaunced
the biggest hydrapower progect
at the Great Bend while India
has anncunced Its largest dam
project, at Upper Slang,

-

The dams across the
Himalayas aim at
territorialising river systems,
breaking thelr natural life
cycles, This affects
agro-pastoral communities,
blodiversity, lving blata in
rivers and wetland systems.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Shompen people, s wilnerable tribal graup of the Nicobar sl ands. FILE PHOTO

Empower the guardians of the earth,
do not rob them

A unilateral decision to establish three wildlife sanctuaries in southern Nicobar will deprive the indigenous peoples of their ancestral territories, For
millennia, these historically isolated indigenes have relied on these islands as resource reservoirs for sustenance and protected them

Alay Saini
Manish Chandi

The F72,008kcrore mega infrastructure
praject on Great Nicobar will now atso
have an international cruise terminal and
a shiphreaking yard, as proposed by the
Liniem Shipping Ministry. In this article,
dated April 22, 2024, Ajay Saini and
Manish Chandi talk about the rights of the
indigenous communities over the little
islands of the Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago and how they have been able
to protect and preserve the area’s
ecolagical balance,

n the southern expanse of the

Andaman and Nicobar archipelago,

off the shores of Little Nicobar, lie

specific individual caretakers, Th

ensure the protection of the islind's
resources and sustainability. In wday's
warld, this phenomenon goes by the
name of “conservation” and “sustainable
use", among other terms and phrases.

Conservation colonialism
In May 2022, in complete disregard of the

Change, the A&N administration
proceeded to issue official notifications in
October 2022, designating the whole of
Meroi (2.73 square kilometres, including
the surrounding marine area) and
Menchal (1,29 sq, km), along with a 1375
sgj. km area (including 6.67 5. km. of
water area within the baseline system) on
Little Nicobar (140 sq. ki), as wildlife

indigenous laind ownership and sanciaries,

management systems, the Andaman and

Micobar (A&N) administration issued N-alldng an unln]ical disaster

three public notices, an cing its of Merod and Menchal
intention to create three wildlife Iulands as conservation reserves for coral
sanctuaries: a coral sanctuary at Merod reefs and Megapode birds is arbitrary.

Island, a megapode sanctuary at Menchal
Island, and a leatherback turtle sanctuary
on Little Nicobar Island.

seven Liny islands. ﬂwlﬁed as In midkJuly, the A&N administration

inhabited" in the g issued an asserting that it did not
records, these islets are TIﬂTIElhEl!"ﬁ receive any claims or objections from any
integral to the lividual regarding the land and marine

the region, Two, officially called Merod
and Menchal, ave known as Piruil and
Pingaeyak, mpenhrely, ta the Payuh, the

areas within the three propased
that no

ys any
rights within the boundaries nrllle
ies. And, that there will

peaples,
who hold traditional rights over these and
other islets,

For millennia, these historically
isolated indigenes have relied on these
islands as resource reservoirs for
sustenance and protected them, Menchal
is revered, used, and protected under the

spiritual realm called Pingaeyak (a spirit
that s believed to reside on the uland.}
prohibiting the overexy

be "restriction on the people of
neighbouring area tw enter into these
islands... in the national interest”
Approximately 1,200 southern
Mic se inhabit Patai Takaru (Great
Nicobar Island), and Pagai ¢bhi (Linle
Micobar Island), holding traditional rights
over both inhabited and ostensibly
mlnhabuled." islands, Yet, the A&N
istration neither consulted nor

resources or any undue harm to m
ecosystem, Similarly, Merod is believed to
be the abode of a legendary islander
community, Here, too, spiritual belief
systems influence how the islanders use
and protect natural resources.

MeroE and Menchal are managed by

Menchal does not have more than a pair
or two of the endemic Megapode birds.
Similarly, questions arise regarding the
actual diversity and abundance of corals
on Merod [sland.

Notably, the snnouncement of wildlife
sanctuarles coincided with growing
serutiny and criticism from experts over
the denotification of the Galathea Bay
Wildlife Sanctuary for a 172,000 crore
mega project on Great Nicobar, a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve.

Establishing exclusionary conservation
aress in g region, which is already a
Fmdise for bindiversity, stems from the

act that the champions of the mega
praject are aware of the extensive
environmental and social damage that the
praject will entail, It will devasiate about
eight to 10 lakh evergreen forest trees,
smother and gouge out scores of coral

m.fnmed the southern Nicobarese of its reefs found along Galathen Bay, destroy

plans. lhenutlm:ultefuuh globally
Despite verbal supplications and a | Leatherback sea turtle

letter in August 2022 from the Litile & species, devastate hundreds of nesting

Great Nicobar Tribal Council that
expressed the community’s concerns to
the A&N administration and the Ministry
of Envil Forest and Climate

community elders as guardians and

mounds of Nicobar Megapodes, and kill
as crocodiles,

Furt , it will prevent the
indigenous Great Nicobar islanders from

returning to thiir presunami homelind
where they hushanded Eelgu‘eland chicken,
cubtivated coconut and nut trees,
and lived simple and gregarious lives.
Most importantly, it will uproot three or
maore settlements of the Shompen (2
*Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group')
and permanently destroy their foraging
and hunting grounds.

The unilateral decision 1w establish
wildlife sanctuaries disregards the islands®
profound significance to the indigenous
population,

Their ancestral lands are unjustly
perceived as “no-man's-land” to appease
conservationists, investors, public
opinion, and more,

ort earth's guardians

ly, governments bluantly violate
ll'ldlwzrmus peaple's rights by evicting
them from their ancestral lands, often
under the guise of development, national
interest, conservation projects, among
others, Approximately 476 million
indigenous peoples, constitute about 6%
of the global population. Indigenous
territories cover roughly 22% of the
planet's land surface and harbour 80% of
its bindiversity.

Indigenous peoples are the original
guardians of our earth, The world must
learn from their wisdom. Reason and
Justice dictate that in southern Nicobar,
we should support and empower the
islanders to continue to steward their
ancestral territories, rather than robbing
them of their lands, resources, lifeways,
und worldviews,

*Wﬁ Saini teaches at the Indian Institute
of Technology Delhi. Manish Chandi is m
indeperdent researcher with over two

decades of research experience in the
Arcamar and Nicobar Islands
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Please serd in your answers to
dailyguizithehindu,co.in

Quiz yourself on two iconic Indians — cricket legend Kapil Dev and maestro A.R.
Rahman — who celebrate their birthday on January 6

V.V, Ramanan

. World Cup?
QUESTION 1

What was the christened
name of AR, Rahman and
the full name of Kapdl?

[
QUESTION &

QUESTION 2

Il Sadig Moharmmad was
Rapil's first Test victim, who
was his last and
record-setting 4341h scalp?
[

any af them?

S
QUESTION &
QUESTION 3

Fahman has won seven
National Film awards of
which twe are for Best
Background Scode, Narme

QUESTION 7

sore the Mstorle unbeaten
175 during the 1983 Prudential

It Is well-knawn that Rahman
won an Oscar, Grammy, and
ke BAFTA for his work in ‘Slumdag
Millianaire’ For which 2011

Tilm was e rominated far the
abave hanews but did net get

What I3 the Latest
autabiography of Kapll titled?
[

W the misical that

9
g
?

A
02

w L/

Wame this one-aff album released by the super group that had Mick Jagger, Joss

the two flicks, Rahman created in [ 9
. collabaration with the Visual question:
QUESTION 4 legendary Andrew Lloyd
At which greund did Rapll Webber in 2002, Stone, Dave Stewart, and AR Rahman.
cM .
X - »

md Answers te the January 3
dally quiz: 1, The afficial
e of the Khel Ratna sward. Ans: Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award

2. The name of the awand belare it was
changed In this year, Ans: Rajlv Gandhl
Khel Ratna Award; 2021

3, The fiest recipient of this award and the
youngest reciplent of this award, Anst
Viswanathan Anand; Abhinav Bindra
{before Gukesh Dommaraju)

4. This award 4 consldered as India's
second highest sparting honows, Anst
Arjuna Award

5. The person wha got the award despite
Paralympic athiete Girlsha Magarajegawda's
court case, Ans: Sanka Mirza

B The number of cricket players who have
recerved the award ull now, Anst Five
Veaual: ldentify the player. Ans: Geet Sethi
Early Birds: Aman Krishnan| Rajmahan
Velayudhan| Abhimukieswaran|

L5, Hareesh| Alvwarya Mohan

. i
o wenl
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Shall I give
give dancing a
whirl?

The priest’s magniloguent
speeches are very boring, 1almost
fell asleep vesterday

S, Upendran

What is the meaning of the
expression ‘give something a whirl®
(Rajni Gupta, Madina, Haryana)
The W in ‘whirl’ is not pronouncesd; the
word rhymes with ‘curl’, ‘pearl” and “girl’.
One of the meanings of *whirl’ is w move
o anel roumd rapidly, If you decide w
give skydiving a whirl, what it means s
that you are going to give the activity a
shot, Skydiving is something you have
never done before, but are now willing o
try it, You do mot know if you will enjt
the experience or not, but you are willing
1o jusnp out of a plane - for the first time

your life,

If it hacdn't been for Ramadas, 1don't

think Iwould have given fermis a whird.
Rama decided to give the recommended

ayurveda treatment a whirl.

How is the wnrd mmilnquem'

'I‘Inlvmrwﬂl.lal
The word consists of four syllables. The
first vl with “tag’, ‘bag’ and ‘lag’,
while the vowel in the second, sounds like
the i “hill’, “ehill” and ‘bl The
following ‘o’ and ‘ve’ sound like the ‘' in
‘china’, The word is pronounced
‘mag-NIL-¢-kwent” with the stress on the
second syllable, It comes from the Latin
‘magmus” meaning great” and ‘logui’
meaning speak. When someone is
‘magniloguent” in his speech, he uses big
words. The individual uses flowery
langsage, not in order o communicate
with the listener, but merely to impress,
There is very little substance in what he
has to say. Another word which has more
or less the same meaning is
‘grandiloquent’, According to scholars,
‘grandiloquent’ is the older of the twa,

His own party members were getting
tired of his magniloquent speeches.

Get to the poing, Dan't fry to impress me
with your magnilogeence,

in

15 it okay to wish someone ‘Good
morning® at 3:00 PM? (Sai Kumar,
Warrangal)
Very often, in our country, when you run
into someone at 3:00 o'dock in the
afternoon, they greet you by saying ‘Good
morning', When you reming them of the
time, they respond by saying, *1 know it's
three o'clock, But since this is the first
time I'm seeing you today, it's okay if say,
“Good morning'!" This, however, is not
true. How you greet an individual is
determined by what time of day it is - it
does not matter if you are seeing the
person for the first time, You can wish
someone “Good maorning' till 1:59 AM.
Between noon and 4:00 PM (sometimes
5), ‘Good afternoon’ is used, Any time
after that, the normal greeting is ‘Good
evening'. If you meet someone at 11 PM,
you will greet him with a 'Good evening'.
The only time, you'll say ‘Good night” is
whenynuw&emenf&permnhlme
evening and are sure that you will not be
seeing the individual il the next day,
upendrankyegmail.com

Word of the day

Addlepated:
stuid and confused

SYNONYMS: addlebrained, muddieheaded

USage: The blow made me addlepated and
weakened my legs.

Pronunciation: newsthive/
addie pated pro

For feedback and suggestion for
Teet & Contet, pleade write to
letters@thehindu.ca.ln
with the subject ‘Text L Context’

» - -



I'HE HINDU

SCIENCE

Monday, Jamuary 6, 2025
DLk

[
This hardout image recelved on Decermber 26, 2024, from thi State Cantral Centre of the Vidorla Emergency Services shaws a bushine n the Gramplans Natlonal Park in

Australia’s Victoria state, Th

Moving away from coal a must: South
African court upholds ‘Cancel Coal’ case

The court ruled the energy minis

rand the national energy regulator couldn't provide enough evidence o show that the il effects of coal power on the environment and the

health of the people, especially children, had been considered, suggesting they didn't ‘comply with their constitutional obligations’

Privall Prakash

|\'k| soclety organisations

i December 4
when the E[Ip,h Court In Pretoria turned
down the natlonal government's plan 1o
e more coal-fired power 3 us 1o the
country's power grid. According to the
court, the government’s plan was
“Inconsistent with the Constitution of the
Republic of South Africa” and thus
unlawiul,

government of South Africa announced in
October 2009 that it plans to add 1,500
MW of coal power o the country’s
mational grid - 750 MW by 2023 and
another 750 MW by 2027,

The Mindster of Mineral Resources and
Energy and the National Energy Regulior
of South Africa in 2020 backed the
ANGLRCEMENL,

In 2021, youth-led civil organisa
imeluding the African Climate A
the Yukani Environmental Justice
Movernent in Action, and the
Groundwork Trust, represented by the
Centre for Environmental Rights, brought
the case againse the government's plan.
roup alleged that the plan would
the environment and cause health
Essues, especially among children, The

s soon acquired the popular monicker
“Cancel Coal."

South Alfrica's energy mix

Like mast economically developing
nations, South Africa is heavily dependent
on coal for its energy needs,

According to estimates by the
International Energy Agency, almost 71%
of the country’s total energy supply
from coal power in 2022,

According to an analysis of global
emissions through history by Climate
Wateh, South Alrica s the world's 16th
L|1|_N| |lm||||l1 nr |,.|w~nhu|.m-
fied th
Agreement, w‘hn h ltl.i\.ln:l it s de
bound to cul its greenhouse gas emissions
il contribwte o mitigating global
warming.

According to the Nationally
Determined Contributions South Africa
submitted i 2021, the country plans 1o
eut 350-420 million toanes of
arbom-dioxice-equivalent (MICOZe) of
preenbouse gis emissiony by 2000, [t
also committed to reaching netzero by
2050,

in July 2024, the country’s President
Cyril Ramaphosa signed the Climate
Chamge Act into liw, which includes a
clause to reduce greenhouse gas

g

5

Cancel Cosl protests in South Afica, arow Nlmm
emissions,

Ilvt ukls of lJur]mJ

ontended that
the g <l more coal
e \Ildluummll'r the rights of
children as granted by the Constitution of
South Africs

m\unltlu.iulln-: anatitution, South
cltlzens have the right "io have
Ilu- l'Il\‘tIUILImIli protected, for the

ht sentand fisture

foms." This is o be ensured

legradation, promote
secure ecologically
sustainable development and use of
naturnl resources while promesting
Justifiable economic and social
development.”

The court ruled that the Minkster of
Mineral Resources and Energy and the
Natborul Energy Regulator couldn't
provide enough evidence to show that the
Il effects of the coal power on the
environment and the health of the
people, especially children, had been
considered, suggesting they didn't
“eomply with thelr constitutional
obligations.”

Spenking w The Hindu, Ritwick Dutta,
envirenmental justice kiwye

abe at Dowghty Street

development in the feld of climate
litigation.

“Although, at the core, the judgment
still follows the basic principles of
administrative law - duty togive reasons
and non-application of mind to relevant

consideration - what is however

y's southeast Is swelbering ina h

i 14 i C abowe BVErage in S0me Breas, AP
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significant is the fact that the court held
that the minister, while aceording
approval, did not take Inte account the
interest of the future generations or the
unbsorn generations,”

He also highlighted the fact that “since
the Court relied on Sectlon 28 of the
South Alrican Constitution, which
regjuires the state w protect the child
i 5t ‘neglect and degradation 1u1m]ll
that the gevernments/minster
wits not in the “best interest of the child’,
The implication of this judgment as | see
it s the requirement thit g
mindsterjgovernment de
e bused on the fmmed
need but must consider
halistic view,” Mr, Dutta X

A 2009 stucly pubbished in the
International Jowrnal of Emdronmenial
Research and Public Health reviewed
epldemiological lierature o understand
the impact of coal-fired power plant
emissions on children's health, 1t
concluded that they affect children
negatively due w thelr “developing
physlology, anatomy, metabolism
health behaviou e review also
observed that children who lived near a

W ot not

il

has ralsed the risk of bushfines, The nation’s weather lorecasber sald temperatures would be up

THE GI

MEnt aver ,ul ang Lo
start mare coal fired plant
v

Seuth Arica has rified the
Praits. Agreem
it b legally bound ta
issiong, 1t plans to

L which

Ramaphesa also signed the
Cliemate Change Act into law
-

A 2000 study concuded that

shalagy
metaballsm

wslons, The review
that children who
1 @ coakfired plant
mare asthmia and
yerelated conditions

coal-fived plant exhibited more asthma
and respivatory-related conditions,

il ample of
enwvlronmen: stice in the con
transitioning away from coal worldwide,
wen in India, for the first time three
ministries - Minlstry of Power, Minstry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
and the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy - jointly filed an afficvit before
the Supreme Court in the case of MK
Ranfitstrgh versus Ussion of Indla thst
Inelian will harve to meve from polluting
eoal i wind and solar not only to ensure
cleaner alr but also o meet lis
coammitmsent under the Parls Agreement,”
Mr, D, ol will comtinue to
meet the energy requirement in the shor
run, but it is now accepbed that transiton
st if the workd has to slow down

it

i s sl thit even though
this ease Is limited o coal power,
ing c'llm;lu- crisis L'.‘ e tu-'yul'lil it

WEIII [ llm.ua- crisis and the
society groups and citlzens |
impartant role to play in
erisls, It should not be forgo
South Afriean judgement is an outcome of
liigation undertaken by three civil society
groups, 1t is therefore crucial that the

state ane the judickary are more open and
receptive towards divergent views on
clealing with a crisis of an unparalleled
nture,” e added,

W

IT?

Dinosaur highway: where dinos walked

Nasudevan Mukunth,

limestone quarry in
Oxfordshire in the UK has
come to be called a
“dinosaur highway" for the
number of feotprints of the
long-lost giants scientists
have discovered there,

In 1997, workers at the
Dewars Farm Quarry revealed
mere than twe score
dinesaur feotprints, some of
them extending for more
than 180 metres. Further
studies revealed the
footprints were from the
Jurassic period.

Recently, on January 4, a
team of more than a hundred
selentists from the University
af Birmingham and the
Unlversity of Oxford
announced the discovery of
more than 200 footprints in
the same quarry. In June last
year, & quarry worker had
stumbled upen "unusual
bumps,” as he called them,
when he was digging for clay.
After he reported them, the
sclentists got together and
found that the footprints
were fram 166 million years

A Brtlst's impredsion of tauopod dinasaurs on the gk of
Shope in this undisted handout photo provided by the
Unlversity of Edinburgh, December 2015, REUTERS

four were created by sauropods (long-necked
herbivores) called cetiosaurus and one by a
carnivere called megalosaurus, Analysis by the
team suggested all the animals had been
walking, net running, at the (possibly different)
times the prints were made,

The megalosaurus footprint is particularly
serendipitous beeause 2024 was the 100th year
of its study, In 1624, a megalosaurus fossil
bacame the first dinosaur fassil to be unearthed
and examined in detall by the British theologian
and geologist William Buckland.

ago — the Middle Jurassic For fesdback and suggestions
P";""’- ; i far “Sclence, plense write to

" ':‘ taam found I'w" i sclence@thehindu,co.in
TRCHWEYS — O ASrME OE wiith the subject Daily page
footprints — in all, They said

. S el
e



DECCANHERALD
Monday
January &, 2025
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en wit talk abour the global
furure, then human-centricap-
ichies should be foremost.”
These words from Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at the recent Uni

.

of the governance framework. These
rules empower citizens with rights such
as informed consent, dara erasure
tlx ability 10 appoint digital no
zens will no longer feel helpless

PANORAMA
India’sdigital future: A citizen-centric approach to data protection

commitment toinclusivity,

thatdrives our startups.and businesses.
Small businesses and startups will face

Safeguarding d‘ik‘llﬂﬂ lower mmplnnce hlmienx The rules are
Tuilchrer einthedigital  designed tak-
age. Recognising this, the rules mandate  ing into acoount the varying capacities of

oesses, we make it easier for fiduciaries
complyand forcitizens tnengage, fostering
trustin the system.

The journey to these rubes has been as
inclusives as their imtent. Grounded in the
principles of the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, the drafi rules area

Summirt of the Furure reflect:
of putting peophe first. This philosophy
s guided Inia’s efforts in shaping the
draft Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDPy Rules, 2025, The rubes,after being

can se their rights,

fimalised, would operationalise the Digi-
tal Personal [hata Protection Act. 2023,
bringing v life Tndia's commiment o
safeguarding citizens’ right to personal
data protection.

Anew eraof empowerment

The Indian citizen lies at the heart of the
DPDP Rules, 2025, Inaworld increasing-
Iy dominated by data, we believe it is im-
perative o place individuals ar the heart

From ensuring consent is sought in clear
berms to mandating that information be

‘s dedi-
cation to creating a safer digital space for
the future generation.

Indusdlp;ml economy has beena ghh—

At the core of these rubes is a “digital by
design’” philosophy. The Dara Protection
J]nn.rd rasked with resolving grievances

provided to the citizens in English or any v, and we are & T
ul||=e22|nr1 ulmuums listed in the I-.wﬂu.mumenmnahvel\nrlnmmk
it e rk reflects the the citi-

,,memmems commitment. From en-
S COnsent is sought in elear terms to
mandating, that |n[un11‘|l:n|1 bie prowided

renswhikeenabling innovarion in the digimal
ecimanty, Unbike someinternational maodels
that lean heavily iowards regulation, India’s

anyofthe 22 In-
dian languages listed in the Constitution,
the framework reflects the government's

Tlhis balance ensures that citizens are pro-
tected withou stifling the inmovative spirit

2 pliance, will funcrion pre-
dominanty.as o digitad office, By levers
technology, we ensure x.ﬁ'ckﬂc) lran

ency, andspeed, O fil

ranging inputs gathered
from various stakeholders and a study of

of breaches or unauthorised data us- w:nfublcmrtnml orguardinnconsentfor  stakehobders. Larger companics, based
Nations  age. They wil tools to protect aml I | sfminors. Ad- : sntoldata Rdwciaries, will hene
India's vis nagetl lick Hirioral i thatchildrenare  higherobligats i liy  product of
The rules are designed with simplicity  shiekded from exploitation, unauthorised  without disrupting growth.
and clarity, ensuring that every Indian, profiling and other digical harml. Thisse lobal best pracrices.
regardless of':helr technical knowhow, isions reflect the Adightal philosophy

W heve opened a 45-day public consul-
tation period, inviting fl:tfdln(k and sug-

regnrding their personal duta.

A-.m unmlllk:s:nllm Wearernemere-
Iy bt kaving
thegroundwork for asecureandinnmative
dligital future, The Draft Digital Personal
Data Protection Rules, 2025, reflect India’s
leadership in shaping global data govern-
ance norms. By placing atizens at the cen-

Tor innovation, we are seming a precedent
for theworkd to follow,
Ourcommitmentis clear

T ciftizens, andeivil

power, and enabl Indiar

society, This W
our belief in collective wm.lulmncl theim-
portance of participatory policymaldng
while ensuring that the framework i |-. not
Orll_yl'l.hl butakoadaptabdetorh

track prigre wwithout
unnecessary physical interactions.

‘This digital-first approach extends to
comsent mechanisms and data manage-
ment workflows. By streamlining pro-

ELI TAN

o members of his symagogue,

the vodce that played over the

speakers of Congregation

Emanu El in Houston sound-

ed just like Rabbi Josh Fixler's.

In the same steady rhythm
hig congregarion had grown used o, the
wvoice delivered a sermon abour what it
mieant bo be a neighbour in the age of arti-
ficial intelligence. Then, Fixler took to the
Eimah himsell,

“Theaudioyou heard amoment agomay
have sounded like my words, ™ he said. “But
theyweren'l”

recording wascreaned bywhat Fisder
Rabbi Bot,"an Al chatbot trained on
hisold sermaons. The chatbot, created with
the help oi a slam scientist, wrote the ser-
o, man Alversi
voioe. During the rest of the servioe, Fixder
interminently asked Rabbi Bot questions
aloud, which it wonhd prompely answer,

Fider is among a growing number of
religious leaders experimenting with
Al'in their work, spurring an industry of
faith-bosed tech companies that offer AL
tools, from assistants that can do theo-
logical research 1o chatbots that can help
Writesermons,

For centuries, new technologies have

d the ways people worship, from
the radio in the 19205 to television sets in
the 1950s and the Internet in the 195905,
Some proponents of Alin religious spac-
&5 have gone back even further, compar-
ing Al's potential — and fears of it — to
the invention of the printing press in the

h

5Sth cemtury.

Ih]lgmutln arl:n]mu used Al lotrans-
t.nt langunges in real time, basting them
out to international audiences. Others
e comipared chatbots trained on tens ol
thousands of pages of Scripture to a fleet
of m-wl;r trained u:mmw students, able

centain topicsnearky

instantaneously.
But the ethical s arcund using
gencrative Al for religious tasks have be-

PPhil EuBank, a pastor at Mendo Church, in California, US,

Al to a ‘biionic arm’

odern religiousleaders are experimenting with Al just as earlier generations
examined radio, television and the Internet

harge his work. w

Can Godspeaktous
through AI”?

line: o mot like: at all because it brings up
soenefear,’ Coaper said. Ilunubﬂurgmxl
reason. By

hues been s ||Uu:h1xx||tt'url-b'|x Francis on
iwmnccasmi though he hasnotdirect-

b irmproveed, refigious leaders say, Whle
mast agree that using Al for tasks like re-
search or marketing is seceptable, other

| using Alto helpwrite sermons.
pastor at Menlo Church
ifornia, compared Al
4 “bionic arm’” that could supercharge his

veses for the technology, [ihe:
areseen by someasa step oo far,

Jay Cooper, a pastor in Austin, Texas,
wsed OpenAl's ChatGPT 1o generate an
entire service for his chureh as an expert-
ment in 2023, He marketed it using post-

bots, and the service d
cunnm new artendees — “gamer fypes,”
Cooper said —who had never before been
torhi s comygreation,

Thclhmnuc prompt |IC gw: ChatGPT
togenere v =

work. Butwh TN |nw|‘|t|||1_.

“there's that Uncanny Valley territory,” he
said. “whereitmay get you really close, but
really close can be really weind.”

Fixler agreed. He recalled being taken
abacliwhen Rabbi Bot askoed him tomclude
imhis ATsermon, a one-time experiment, a
line about icself.

“Justas the Torah instructs ustoove our

neighbours as ourselves.” Rabbi Bot said,

“can we also c:l.m'u:l this km: and cmpathy
tathe Al CTeale!

“How can we recognise truth in o workd
where Al blurs the truih?” ChatGPT came
up with a welcome message, a sermon, a
children's programme and even a four-
versesong, which was the biggest hitof the
bunch, Cooper said. The s went: Asal
'w.'mr.lu wm e of fesy We life anr gaze
e Christ
J.'.fum inate our wyy Digpelling falsehoods
m'mm-rgmu,n&g-.
Caope

ters of new ld:hnulugm especially for
printed books in the 15th century. But the
divinity of those books was in the spiritual
redationship thar their reaclers hadwithgod,
said Rabbi Hayon, whoisalsea partof
Congregation Emanms Fl.

Toassist his research, Hayon regularly
uses & custom chatbot trained on 20
of his own wmings.Bu(]m has never used
Al towrite porth fsermon:

o I|d|.1 unm' sermons, preferring o draw

instead from hi um1 ﬂpﬂ'ltllLl.‘ﬁ. Bt the

FAlinf hesaid

poses a larger question: Can God speak
through AL}

“Thart's a question a lot of Christians on-

“Ourjobis nut]u::t o put pretty sentenc-
o5 togeether,” Hayon said, “Its w hopefully
write something that's lyrical and moving
and arthculate, bur also responds 1o the
unigquely human bungers and pains and
losses that we're aware of becawse we are

inhuman communitieswith other people.”
Headded, “Trean't be automated ™
Kenny Jahng, a tech emtreprencur,
fears abour miniseers’ using
are overblown, and that
leaning into the technology may even be
necessary w appeal wo a new generation
of young, tech-sovvy churchgoers when
church anendance across the country
isindecline.

Jahng, the editor-in-chief of a faich- and

preneur and attendee of EuBank’s church
i Silicon Valley.

Critics of Al use by religious leaders
have pointed o the issue of hallucinations

timeswhenchathats make ssuffup, While
harmiess in cerain situations, faith-based
Al tools that fabricate religious scripoure
present a serious problem. In Rabba Bot's
sermon, for instance, the AT invenited a
quote from Jewish philosopher Maimon-
idbesthat would have passed asauthentic to
thee WT.

tech-focused media comp

of an Al education ]:d:u:lnmL has travelled
the country in the last year 1w speak at
conferences and promite faith-based Al
products. He also runs a Facebook group
for tech-curious church leaders with over
6,000 members.

“We are looking a1 data that the spirit-
ually curiousin Gen Alpha, Gen Zaremuch
higher than beomers and Gen Xers that
have lefe the church since Covid,” Jahng
said. “It’s this perfect storm.”

As of now, a majority of faith-based AT
compandes cater 1o Chrisians and Jews, but
custom chatbots for Muslimsand Bucdhists
15 well,

Some churches have already started to
subtly infuse their services and welbsites

/
Thechatboeo s

For nﬂmrmhynu‘.lcndcmlhcﬂud!\]
s a simpler one: How can sermon writers
hone their craft without doing it entirely
themselves?

“Tworry for pastors, in some ways, thari
weon't he lp them stretch their sermon writ-
imgmuscles, which iswhere [ehink so much
of our great theelogy and great sermons
come from, years and years of preaching,”
satidd Thoamas Costello, apastorat New Hope
Hawaii Kaiin Honolulu.

Ona recent afternoon athis synagogue,
Hayonrecalled taking a pictureof his book-
shelf and asking his Al assistant which of
thie bookes hue had not quoted in his recent
sermons Before Al he would have pulled
dowr the titles themsebves, taking the time
o md [hmugh their indexes, carefully

hisown work.

Hiouse, a church in Leesburg, Florida, for
instance, appears to offer standard cus-
tomer service. Among its recommeended
questions: “What time are your services?™

The next suggestion is more complex,
“Whiyare my prayersnotanswered?”

The chatbot was created by Pastors.ai,
astartup founded by Joe Sub, a tech entre-

=T was a linde sad to miss thar part of
the process thatis so fruitful and so joyful
and |1c|| and enlightening. that gives fuel
o the life of the Spirit,” Hayon said. “Us-
g Al does get you to i answer quicker,
b\ll i w certainly lost something along

theway

The Mew York Times

g SOCIC-ECOnOmic

Tu ensure citizens are aware of their
rights and responsibilities, widespread
awareness initiatives will be undertaken
o educate the citizens about their rights

age.| everycitizen, business and
civil society group o participate in this dia-
logue by sharing comments and!

[ lation period. Ti
us refine lmrmh-s:u(rv\lulranum
that truly represents the aspirations of a
sevumne, inclusive, and thriving digieal Tndia.

{The wrirer iz the Unfon Mimister for
}'..l'mrrwurscrmf Informasion Techmofogy,
Tryformarion & Brondoasting, and Raifays)

Return of Rushdie’s
Verses awin for
freedomofideas

SUMIT PAUL

Salman Rushdie’s contro-
versial hook The Satanic
Vierser has finally returned to

Iu& heartening o learn that

tobe read and diseussed forits
profound insights, Similarly,
D¢ B R Ambedkar's The Rid-
eles i Hinduism was frowned
wpon, bat it has been widely
read and remadns influential,

bookshops in India —theland  Literature challenges au-
uﬂus birth. John Milton aptly  thority and fosters critical
Hewhodesroysagood  thinking, providing readers

book”,

emplifi

ills reasonitsell"While
its debatable whether Rush-
die’s work qualifies as 2 “good

thee Fact remains: cen-
sorslnvusllw child of fear and
the Father of ignorance,

The decision wban the book
36 years agn by then-Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, per-
haps without reading it, ex
the shallow basis of
ST 5L hpmhlbmnrs.ln[mcl.

the courage 1o confront injus-

conversations, and in.
o, They allow us 1 explore
different worlds, broaden
our horizons, and find com-
mon ground, enabling collec-
tive progress.

Ignorance is the enemy of
progress. When individuals
chose themsehesollto new ide-
s, they perpetuate lear, preju

maostof

books are often not read by
thse protesting them, Theact
afbanning is fraguently rooted
in perceived public sentiment
rather than an informed eval
uarion of the work. In thiscon-
text, thefreedom of expression
becomesa misnomer
assomeargue, whatisfreedom
ofexpression without the free-
dom 1o offend? Author Mar-
garet Arwood described book
hans as a sign of walitarian-
ism, emphasising that books,
by spreading ideas, achieve
an indestructible legacy. Elen
Hopkins poignantly eapured
thisin herwords: “Torch every
book. Char every page. Burn
every word to ash. Ideas are
combustible, And therein

lies your real fear”

In a free society. no book
should be banned or burnt.
Every book, however flowed
wrobjectionable itmay appear,
hassomething to offer.

Books challenge the stecus
quo, spark conversations, and
inspireaction. Many have been
censored precisely because
they threaten entrenched be-
liefsor promote social change,
Reading banned books allows
individuals to gain new per-
spectives, question their be-
liefs, and ignite transformarive
conversations, The written
word educares, inspires, and
empowers, fostering a more
Tost il e §

uitabl

ned  dice.and Learning
and open-mindedness, on the
ather hand, drive innovation,
empathy, and societal schance-
ment. Censorship, driven by
prudery, political expediency,
or sutdated moral standards,
has repeatedly suppressed
literature and ideas. For ex-
ample, Rajiv Gandhi’s Con-
gress evinoed great alacrity in
banning Rushdie’s The Saramic
Verses because Congressdidn’t
wint toantagenise people ol a
particular fith,

DVH Lawrence's Lialy Charr-
rerfey’s Lover was banned in
India under obscenity laws,
as well as in the United King-
dom, where it became a his-
toric trial. The victory of its
publisher ked a tumning
paint for freedom of expres-
sion. Similarly, Bengali novel-
ist Samresh Basu's Bibar and
Projapaer faced allegations of
obscenity, butspirited defence
by the author eventually led 1o
the bans being overumed by
the Supreme Court of India.

Rushdie's The Sanrnic Vers-
ex—arguably one of his less ae-
complished works—became
Tamaous (orinfamous?) because
of itz blasphemous content.
Yet, s Rushdic himself noted,
“Respect Tor religion has be-
oomee & code phrase meaning
‘fear of religion.” Religions.
like all other ideas, deserve
criticism, satire, :md yes, our
7

CHSE,

By silencing one voice, we
limit the collective human di-
abogue and our own growth,
Censoring ideas restricts the
opportunity to engage with
alternative viewpoints and
expand understanding. Di
verse voices enrich societal
discourse, enabling empathy
and open-mindedness.
instance, The Biu-
est Eye by Toni Morrison has
Faced bans for its depictions of
violence, sex, racism, i
andl abuse and yet it comtinues

For

lisrespect”

It's time for readers in India
to have access to a wide spec-
wrumofbooks without interfer-
ence from the State, Morakiey
and conscience are persanal
domains, and the government
should not dictate them, The
recent availability of The Se-
ganic Verses, even if through
a bureaneratic lnophaole, is a
wielonme step,

(The wwriter is an advanced
research schofar of Semiric
languages, civilfsarions and
cultres)

cest,
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50 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1975

LN Mishradies of
bombblastinjuries

Patna, January 3

Flasilwary Minisster Lalit Narain Mishra,
who wasinjured ina beambexplasion
A Samastipur yesterday. died in the
Dianapur Railway Hospieal, near here,

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2000

Indiarulesout USrolein
resolving disputes with Pak

Mew Delfv, Jan 5

The Umited States has mo rale in resoly-

iing Inde-Pakistan problens not with-

standing convergence of views berween

New Delhi and Washingson on the issue
N ; X

early
opcration lasting several hours, He was
52, Narionwide mowming has been
declared omorrow wisen he will be
givennan State faneral in his rative il
Ingee. Dactars said the death wes due o
“perforation of the intestines" leading
o cardiac arrest. He decl d dead

of the Exteral Affairs Ministry today
said. He was respansding togqueries on
President Bill Clirton's report wthe US
Congress wherein e i repoctied 1o have
stared that easing Indo. Pak tensians
wiould beoneal his adeninistration's top

ataround $30am.

r of his
termin the White House.

yson and | recenty visited a

Bengalury, This i the same
school where [vol

blind school near my housein

d asarcader

DASIS | ROHINIS MURTHY

Joybeyonddarkness

ket Maruti engaged inaréte-h-die.
A cousin who teaches in the same
school keptme upe. .|bmmhc

VArions activil

three decades ago. Marut Moger, wl
was my student b hen, 1S nowa

ho mklen(g wmm.-lu pasmm; hv‘

teacher there. MI:t‘tIH-’ hlm not Dlll;
el ps me revisit the go

bow vc.alh(l]:e.-;l u-.wulum:
d. Sensing

days ol my youth but itencourages:
noaced 2 bunchof;
sound. Mostof theboys were partially

blind, but the jingling 1 nulsc helped
them hit boundaries

tocount my blessings, During this visit, 1
boys playing
ericketwith a ball that made ajingling

my curosity, she said, “He
is like Helen Keller, He can
neither speak, hear, nor see,
bt he is very good at doing tai-
laring worls like stitching a button

ly

the chagrinalthe! L\owh-r. Thvedr joy aunad
camaraderie filled the airwhile myson

or sewing a torm shirt.
Visiting a bl d die open our
s b the limith wodhas  tons for

‘!.!:".

spent an hour, but some of the impor-

want lifie bessons we learnt will

o explore and oclebr all joys
of life i quite contagious, be
itplaying ericket or trving a
new gadget thar can assist

ay with
us forever. For instance, their curiosity

beautifully summed up: You will suc-
ceed if you persevere, and you will find
oy mo\tﬂ:ummguhshd.t 5

Over the years, | have noticed that
st o the visually impaired people
deftly embrace postivity and paticnee
mn—\lml\g(l\ﬁl dream. While Manui

thiem in thedr daily ch
They seldom shy pway from

sk ngl1ﬂ|:|.nlln1rlrhnrm

tories aind
Docmmn Kanmaa, nbth standard girl
amazed us with her talent in mental

facing life’
woiding them. The
ik of usimg thedr strengthesin

steadof bemoaning their shortcomings.

s avaluable lesson in trading expec

showered on us, My som and | barely

not the beast is what Helen Keller has

uncanny

- Last but certadnly

um]mllnil)rvrerAfJLn:lm' i
awarld that lacks inclusive practices,
but in many ways, they are comeying
Helen Keller's pearls of wisdom o us:
“All the world is full of suffering, Itis
alsofull of overcoming.
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India needs to prioritise preventive care

midia is facing a healtheare

crisis that is growing both in

scope and cost, We face an

alarming dichotonmy today:
while life expectancy of Indians is
expected to increase further,
many are facing disease burden
earlier. As the country sees an
alarming rise in
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) such as heart disease,
stroke, disbetes, and cancer, the
tinancial burden on individuals
and the healthcare system
continues to escalate,

NCDs accotinted for abotit 65%
of all deaths in 2022, up from
about 50% in 200013, as per the
National Family Health Survey-5.
The prevalence of risk factors for
NCDs is worryingly high. One in
four adult men are hypertensive.
One in eight are diabetic. Further,
breast, lung, and cervical cancer
are on the rise, with the median
age of disgnosis occurring earlier
than global averages.

Millions of people who are
facing these conditions could have
been managed better, at often
lower costs, had they been
disgmosed earlier. In this context,
shifting the focus from reactive
treatment to proactive prevention
is erucial, not only to improve
health outcomes but also to
control the ever-increasing
healtheare expenses,

A growing economic burden
The Union Budget for 2024
allocaved T87,657 crare to the
Ministry of Health and Family
‘Welfare, marking a 13% increase

the previous year. While this
is a step forward, experts agree
that this allocation remains
insufficient given the scale of
India’s health challenges.

The National Health Accounts
show the total current health
expenditure estimate in 202022 as
7.9 lukh crore, growing at 4 rate
more than overall inflation. The:
share of household health
expenditure, including insurance
contributions, while decreasing
aver time, still drives nearly S0%+
of the spend. This remains one of
the highest globally.

The World Health Organization | prudent for our policymakers to
(WHO) projects that the economic | consider revising the tax
burden of NCDs in India will deduction Hmit to at least 715,000
surpass T280 lakh crore by 2030 - | in the Union Budget for 2025-26,

4 cost equivalent to 22 lakh per This would incentivise more
household, This escalating cost, individuals to undergo preventive
Sathya B. Sriram driven by rising healtheare health checks, potentially saving
CEQ, Preventive expenses and productivity losses, the nation several thousand of
Health, Apolle prases a severs threat to inancial erores ifn uture healtheare costs.
Hespitals stability, particularly for middle The incremental tax foregone to
and lowerincome families. the exchequer from such a

Regular screenings, especially measure is estimated to be less
for high-risk individuals, could than 5,000 crome, a worthy
significantly reduce the incidence imvestment towands improving the
of serious, life-threatening and health of the nation.
debilitating conditions and its
resultant cascading economic and | The path forward
social effects. In a lange hospital We need to prioritise preventive

Akshay Had , for every 1,000 people care to mitigate the increasing
Pariner, Healtheare screened, at least three peopleare | economic and financial burden of
practice, EY identified for pre-emptive cardiac | chronic diseases, A three-pronged
Parthenon or cancer interventions, approach can potentially drive a

Targeted but periodic sereening | change in the adoption of
i igations for individuals such | ive health services.

s mammograms for breast First, we need to strengthen
cancer, pap smears for cervical warly intervention capabilities
wcancer, Xeray or low-dose through the Ayushman Health and
computed tomography for lung ‘Wellness Centres, including
cancer, ultrasound for liver capturing trends effectively and
disease, echo cardiography and enabling risk-driven targeted
treadmill stress test for heart sereening using Al-enabled
disease beyond the physical vitals imaging modalities to offer lower
and blood tests enable early cost screenings at-scale,
intervention. Second, we need to improve

Unfortunately, comprehensive the adoption of screening at
health checks twhich can cost private centres by encouraging
anywhere between 8,000 and insurers and private health
B15,000 in metro cities today) are providers to offer a subsidised
perceived as expensive, If the Mminimum screening programme
government were to enable a step | for every individual between
«change in preventive health 40460 years, For example, for
services adoption, it could women after the age of 40, a
significantly reduce the overall MAMMmogram is necessary
financial burden on individuals annually or once in two years,
and the healtheare system. based on her risk factors,

Tax incentives, subsidised Exploring part funding through
sereenings, and public swareness allocations from proceeds from
are key policy tools that can the healtheare cess or the
enable this, As part of the Finance | proposed 35% GST slab on tobacco

By priovitising Act, 2013, the Union government and sugar products can help
preventlve care made efforts to encourage reduee funding needs.
preventive healtheare by offering a Finally, the increase in tax

atments, 15,000 tax deduction under deduction Hmit can further
India can pave Section S0D of the Income Tax Act | incentivise people to complete
the wav for & for health checks. However, this comprehensive health checks,
healdiier and amount has remained stagnant for By prioritising preventive care
IETer the last decade, despite the 12414% | over reactive treatments, India can
maore estimated healtheare inflation rate | pave the way for a healthier and
cconomically and the rising cost of healtheare more economically resilient
resilient future. services, This, it would be future.

A stampede, a rift, and a thaw

The tri

STATE OF PLAY

R. Havikanth Reddy
ranikanth.ramasayam@thebindu co.in

hee stampede at a spe-
T cial screening of the

film, Pushpa 2: The
Rule, at Hyderabad's Sandhya
Theatre in early December
2024 following actor Allu Ar-
jun's “surprise entry” and the
evenits that followed it caused
a rift between the Telangana
government and sections of
the Telugu film industry.

On December 4, a family of
four - M. Revathi, her hus-
band M. Bhaskar, and their
son and daughter — had gone
for the screening at the single:
sereen theatre, When the ac
tor entered the premises, a
stampede broke out and Re-
wathi died. Her son is battling
for life in hospital. Soon after
the incident, a case was filed
aginst Sandhya Theatre, Allu
Arjun, and his security team.

At an event to celebrate the
film's success on December 7,
Allu Arjun thanked the Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh go-
vernments for hiking the prie-
s of tickets and said he was
distressed by Revathi's death,
On December 13, the Telanga-
na police arrested the actor,
The next day, the Telangana
High Court granted him inte-
rim bail,

Mariy believe that the arrest
was an act of political vendet-
ta as Allu Arjun appeared to
have forgotten Chiel Mindster
Revanth Reddy's name at the
event and mentioned it only
after the audience shouted it
out. It was this momentary
Lapse that landed him to jail,
they allege.

Some Congress leaders be-

Kiewe that this was a delit

sy exposes the fr:

Telangana

the Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister, Chandrababu Naidu,
Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS)
working president KT, Rama
Rao added fuel to the fire by
saying film stars who have ta-
ken concessions from the go-
vernment cannot even recog-
nise Mr. Reddy as the Chief
Minister. A family member of
Allu Arjun's revealed that Mr.
Rama Rao’s comments wor-
sened matters and said that be

t relationship between industry and government

The Telangana government
then announced that it would
o longer allow special shows
that provide a windfall to the
producers.  The  decision,
which caused concern among
industry heads as many big-
budget movies are awaiting re-
lease, further widened the rift
between the State govern-
ment and the film industry,

In the midst of this saga, Dil
Raju, who was appointed Film
Development  Corporation
chairman, said that he would
bridge the gap between the in-
dustry and the ment,

The relationship between
the industry and political par-
ties in Telangana is complicat-
ed. It goes back to the days of
the agitation for Statehood
when the BRS (then called the
TRS) allegedly threatened the
industry saying it would not

should have refrained fromus- | allow professionals from And-
ing this episode to settle polit- [ hra Pradesh to operate freely
ical scares, in the new State. Later, the in-

In the Telangana Assembly,
Mr. Reddy was forceful, assert-
ing that the law applied equal-
by to all citizens, irrespective
of their status. He added that
the low would take its course,
He also said that the actor be-
haved irresponsibly when the
police tried to arrest him. Mr.
Reddy then lambasted the film
imdustry for not responding to
the woman's death, implying
that the film industry and the
Opposition  appeared  more
sympathetic towards the actor
than the woman’s family.

Allu Arjun denied these al-
legations and said this was an
imstance of “character assassi-
nation”, He added that he had
not been informed by the pol-
ice about Revathi's death.

With claims and counter
claims flying thick and fase,
and in order to dcl:lunk ﬂ1l: ac:

tor's

dustry grew close to the BRS,
especially with Mr. Rama Rao,
say senior Ministers, This ap-
parently angered the Con-
gress, which had given land
and tax incentives to the film
industry soon after it had
mived from Madras,

The first signs of a thaw
were seen at a meeting bet-
ween film industry heads and
the Chief Minister on Decem-
ber 26. Mr. Reddy said the go-
vernment stood with the film
industry. He also said there
would be no compromise on
law and order and that cele:
brities are responsible for con-
trolling fans. Meanwhile, Mr.
il Raju dismissed the issue of
special screenings as trivial
and said that Mr. Reddy har-
bsours a dream of making Hyd-
erabad an international desti-
nation for film shootings.

act to undermine the Chief Mi-
mister's importance, especial-
by since the actor had extend-
ed a special note of thanks to

Palice

Cumlsslun:l C\.
Anand released a video of the
police escorting the actor out
of the theatre.

While working on fulfilling
that dream, the industry and
the government must together
ensure that no more lives are

last in incidents lke these,

Sharyp fall in Madrasa and unrecognised school enrolments

Officials attribute overall enrolment decline to deduplication, but disproportionate drops in certain schools need scrutiny

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he mumber of students en-

rolled in Indian schools in

202324 declined by 1.22
crore compared with 2018419,
show data. Officials argue that
Andhaar numbers and unigue stu-
dent [0s have been used to identi-
fy beneficiaries of educational
schemes and, in the process, du-
plicate entries and ghost entries
have been weeded out.

However, Unified District Infor-
mation System For Education Plus
(UDISE) data show that this new
method of data collection has had
a disproportionate impact on Ma-
drasas ~ both recognised and un-
recognised ~ and other unrecog:
nised  schools.  Unrecognised
schools don't have a license to
funetion and don't meet many of
the criteria set by the government
in terms of infrastructure, class
sime, ete, There was a sharp dropin
school enrolments among recog:
nised Madrasa schools even as the
number of recognised Madrasas
and the number of teachers work:
ing in them increased.

Chart 1 shows the absolute
number of students enrolled in go-
vernment,  government-aided,
private, and other schools in 2008
19 and 2023-24, Other schools in-
clide unrecognised schools and
Madrasas (recognised and unres
cognised).  Student  enrolments
dropped from 130 crote to 127
erore in government schools, 2.7
erore to 2.5 crore in government-
aided schoals, 9.2 crare to 9 crore
in private schools, and 90 lakh o
49 lakh in other schools.

Chart 2 shows the absolute
drop in the number of studernts en-
rolled in 202324 compared with
201819 across school types. Enrol-
ments dropped by 36 lakh in go-
vernmment schools, 24 lakh in go-
vernment-aided schools, 21 lakh in
private schools, and more than 40
lakh in other schools.

o

When read together, Charts 1

and 2 show that the number of stu-
dents in other schools anly formed
arouid 2% to 4% of the total enrol-
ments in both the years (Chart 1),
but formed over 33% of the decline
in total enrolments (Chart 2),

Caleulating the decline in enrol-
ments in percentage terms brings
out the disparity further. Chart 3
shows the pereentage drop in stu-
dent enrolments in 2023-24 com-
pared with 201849 across school
types. Enrolments declined by
2.8% in government schools, 8.7%
in government-aided schools, 2.3%
in private schools and 44.8% in
other schools.

Chart 4 shows a breakup of
student  enrolments  in - other
schoals — separately for recog-
nised Madrasas, unrecognised Ma-
drasas, and other unrecognised
schools < for 202324 and 201819,
Enrolments dropped from 30 lakh
o 25 lakh (16% decline) in recog-
nised Madrasas, 6.1 lakh to 78,283
(87% decline) in unrecognised Ma-
drasas, and 53 lakh to 23.5 lakh
(56% decline) in other unrecog:
nised schools.

Charts 5 and & show the abso-
lute number of schools and teach-
ers for school types presented in
chiart 4 for 202324 and 201819, In
unrecognised Madrasas and other
unrecognised schools, the mimber
of schools and teachers has sharp-
Iy reduced, which also explains
the drop in students in them. Ho-
wever, the nimber of recognised
Madrasa schools have increased by
7%, and the numbser of teachers in
those schools have risen by 13%
even though the student share has
decreased by 16%.

5o, there has been a dispropor-
tionate decrease in enrolments in
Madrasas  and  unrecognised
schoals, 1s this because duplicate
entries and ghost entries were re-
moved or was there an actual drop
in students? It is important to ex-
plore this further especially since
recognised Madrasas and the num-
ber of teachers working in them
has increased despite a drop in
student enrolments.

The case of missing students

Tha data for the charts were sourced from UDISE* raports for: 20}8—19 and 202324
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A new health problem for
Bombay?

New Delhi, Jan. 5: Urbanisation in Bombay has
exposed the metropolis to the risk of plague,
according to the World Health Onganisation's
Export Committee on Plague.

Dr. P.J. Deoras told the Indian Scence
Congress to-day that field rats once confined to
thie helds had started imvading the eity becaise
thie Felels were taken for buildings.

He warned that feld rats not only caused
mane damage but could also spread plague. The
house rat was resistant to pla

Dr. Deoras, who was formerly Assistant
Director of Haffkine Institute in Bombay, said
that some years ago the field rat formed only
one per cent of the total rat population in the
heart of Bombay. “As the city has been
urbanised, the population of field rats has
increased by 45 per cent,” he said, He worried
that the probable change in rat population might
give rise to-a new health problem.

A member of Maharashira State’s
Environment Comimittee, Dr. Deoras also
warned against the export of frog legs. This
would lead to import of more insecticides and,
therefore, to more pollution, he said.

Frogs ate insects which damaged paddy crop,
D, Deoras said. A frog weighing one kilogram
ate GO0 grams, ar some 10,000 paddy pests, he
added. “We are unfortunately killing the frog for
export of legs and trying to control the insects
with endrin which further kills frogs, fishes,
birds and other animals,” he said,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD JANUARY B, 1925
Price of tea

London, Jan. 3: The “Evening Standard” says
theat with the resumption of sales in tea market
this week a big effort will be made to defeat
brokers whose operations are alleged to have
brought the market to confusion. Mincing Lane
is preparing for the biggest battle the tea trade
has ever witnessed, The paper adds that the
recent enarmens speculative purchases of tea
for resale by bidders who have been able to
outhid competitors has had the effect of steadily
raising the market price by at least six pence per
pound. In the event of efforts to defeat brokers
being successful, there smrypmspm
substantial reduction in retail prices. The Royal
Commission on food prices has had its atbention
drawn to the position.
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happy new year to farmers

PM Modi wants to make India ‘viksit' by 2047. But this goal cannot be achieved
unless farmers’ and farm workers’ incomes improve appreciably

BY ASHOK (GULATI

AVERY HAPPY, peaceful, and prosperous
new year o readers of this column.

‘What coubd Iwish for Indian agriculture,
a subject that has been my lifelong passion
and commitment 7 My dream would be to
see vibrant and iLI‘|l.1I1'!J|]]L‘ Jgncultur('
which s clis resil
tivity, Bri i ane most
of all, improves the real wages of Barm work-
ers, who are at the bottom of the economic
myramicd, It is only by raising productivity that
Indlia can rein in food inflation, which has
been playing spoilsport of late, The Reserve
Bank of India (REL) has been literally bhum-
bled by veggies inflation at 29 per cent \.md

tato inflation at 67 percent) in M
202|1 They have not allowed the Bank to re-
duce the repo rate, That is simply tragic.

The India Meteorological Department
{IMD) has made it clear that 2024 was the
warmest yearsince 1901, and that tempera-
tures have been 0.9 degrees Celsius higher
in 2024 compared to the Long Period
Average, Earlier, studies by scientists of the
Indun(numl nrhgncullur.ll Research h.ui

aning
one degree Celsius runs the risk of rv.*dur:\m=
wiheal output by five percent, Wheat is likely
to be most impacted by heat spikes in
February when grain formation |\.1p|]L‘1!k
Al h Prime Minister

has released 109 varieties of various crops
{including wheat] that are supposed to be
climate resilient, the challenge of taking
them from labs to farmers’ lands remains
daunting. This is so because the govern-
ment's agri-extension network isthe weak-
est link in the system,

Agri-RED as well as agri-extension need
amajor boost in the coming budget if Indian
agric hastobecl ilient. In this
context, it may be noted that in the last three
years or 50, there has been a wide gap be-
tween the government's estimates of wheat
production and that of the private trader, Mo
wonder wheat prices have been under pres-

1t
m\nl'mu
[T LA ..ill

scarcely received attention.

If Inclia has to realise the dream of Viksit
Bharat, we need o find business models that
make development processes more inclu-
sive, 50 far, we have not been very successful
i that. And when we fail to do it we bean o-
wards the revali cubture of freebies, This cul-
ture runs through all political parties, be itin
the name of Ladli Behna Yojana in Madhya
Pradesh or Ladki Bahin Yojana in
Maharashira's recent assembly elections or
now Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP) promise o
ive Rs 18,000 month to pujeris and granthis,
ifitis voted back to office in Delhi.

India cannot progress with such doles, As
honest taxpayers, we wonder how our

awiay, lwonderwhy

sureand gr stocks are meagre, The
government is trying to suppress wheat
prices by releasing wheat ar about Rs
2, 300{quintal in the open market while the
mimimum suppart price (MSF) for the fort h-
coming season is Rs 2,450 quintal and the
economic oost to FOlis about Rs 2,800/quin-
tal, This is simply dumping and anti-farmer.
"N Maseli wamvts to make [ndia viksit by
2047, But this goal cannot be achieved un-
less farmers’ and farm workers' incomes im-
prove appreciably. The Periodic Labour Force
Survey [PLFS) shows that real wages in rural
areas | including Barm wages ) have stagnated
and even marginally declined in the last five
years. This should have been the primary
tnmc for constructive discussion in
and the nedia, as it

the Election Commission is silent on such lu-
dicrous promises. Will the Supreme Court
step in to bring some order among political
parties on election promises that are dam-
aging our democracy? Mostof these are sim-
ply bribes for votes, and waste of taxpayers’
money. The taxpayer feels totally helpless
and cheated.

Coming back o reforming agriculture, po-
litically, for the Modi government, 2025
seemsa golden chance as parliamentary elec-
tions ane Gar mway, The big expenditures in -
ral areas, including agriculture are from the
Central budget. The food and fertiliser subsi-
dies, for instance, Together, they are Blely to
cross Rs 4 lakh crore, Add to it the PM-KISAN

|mp.|cn the lives of millions, Unfortunately,
in the last session of Parliament, the issue

ETA RAIVLOC

WITH A POSSIBLE trade war qummg over

and MGNREGA prog) niesand the expen-
diture would easily cross Rs 5 Lakch crore out
of a budget of about Rs 45 lakh crore (FY25),

Fertiliser subsicdy needs wo be
merged with PM-Kisan and
wiven to farmers directly on a
per hectare basis while

fertiliser prices need o be de-
regulated and freed, Micro-

" ging prices for each urea
plant, and then informally
controlling even DAF prices,
when in theory they are
relatively free, reminds one of

since 2012, while all other
commendity prices have
gradually risen, refleces the
timidity of the government.

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In Mepal, where guardians often scrutinise young peoples lives, the internet offers
them the freedom rarely available offline. The young can be whoever they want,,,
bailed a community, or frd bove, Yet the internets accessibility makes it vulnerable

w0 being used in ways that could harm them.”

= THE KATHMANDU POST

Moving past
uncertainty

The challenge for 2025 is to steer
towards progress, stability
and sustainability

BY VIKRAM S MEHTA

HISTORWANS MAY DUR 2024 “the polycriti-

cal year" ar “the year of uncertainty”™.
“Polycrisis” is a first coined by a

payment systems, alliances and immigra-
tion. The question is which button will he
pul.h The.lmwm must await the settling

£ i even thenthe
direction of change will most likely be un-
clear. As will the ramifications.

The Green Energy transition has ac-
quired significance because of global warm-
ing, The waord “transition” can, however, be
misleading, It signals the substitution of one
embedded energy system with another,
History would suggest, hovwever, that thisis
anehusive ohjective,

The world has undergone two energy
— wood to coal in the 18th cen-

French philosspher to describe asituation in
which the CD||£‘C[IW impact af distinet bur

tury and coal to oil in the 20th, Both were
drmn I)ymdwahsgy 1mw||t|wnm and

lingthat

itis not possible m identify the prec m'.' cause

 Meitherled othed

ul one ﬂnmuy vum:r.' by another, What did

ofthe crisis and, therefore, provid

The year ended with the world at the
Junction of multiple crossmads — geopoli-
tics, groeconomics, geoenergy and grotech-
nics, One route leacs (o a dystopian future.
Thee other is to progress, stability and sus-
rainahility, The challenge for 2025 is to re-
solve uncertainties and steer the world in
the latter direction.

Seventy countries went to the polls in
2024, Ome thread linked the results of all the
elections, The electomate voted against thein-
cumbent leadership. In some countries, no-
tably the LISA and the UK, the ruling party
was turfed out ufnl!’m Inothers like France:

riet shares, ledls-

plac
placed coal in the 20th as the dominant en-
ergy source, The “transitions” were, inother
words, “adeditive “not substicutive™,
Technology has made renewabbe energy
mmpmllw:.md .'M.EL‘LLIME .1nd hn:lu,l,ht
about thy TeASINGg
the market sh.lmud'-.nhrandwuxim theen-
ergy consumption basket, It has not, how-
ever, remaved the blockers to ensure their
dominance. Three blockers create uncer-
tainky about the pace and edentof the green
energy transition. Frst, structural. The shift
from an L‘mbed.ded energy qﬂlrm built

and Japan, th arot hased on
R Sasikummar with areduced mandate, Many commenta- and
tors have provided an explanation for this — rebuild — .md dcﬁd("dmuld finance, Thu
wave of anti- mcumhmr:y Some I'uw:.)d- eSO
1 ds to be rationalised At least Rs duced build run nto till ¢ clollars \mmm.

1lakh crore can be saved and invested back in
agriculture and rural areas, They can be used

still others social media-induced polarisa-
r|u|'|.1|1r|puh'lu.uu;c-x'l'lmlmﬂllcnnm'l'hr

to build basic infrastruc
o water harvesting structures to upgrading
agri-mandis ane rural haars.

But how do we rationalise these mega
subsidies and the so-called welfare pro-
grammes? Fertiliser subsidy needs to be
merged with PM-KISAN .mdgwm to farm-

lies in a mix of these factors.
What is uncertain is whether these factors
capiture fully the drivers be hind this public
reaction. ks this mood change an “aberrant
momentin time"{Presicdent joe Biden's com-

it Thy
these amounts can be mobilised is through
the conjoint working of publu peivate and

Iundmgmocl\.mlmnhndlhm pulltu:s I'Iu'
down, let alone the ph

Ine.ul flml-. will trigger cconomic and mcul

are, therefore,

ers directly on a per by
tiliser prices need to be de-regulated and
Freed. Micro-managing prices for each urea
plant, and then informally controlling even
DAP prices, when in theory they are relatively
free, reminds one of the socialist era. That
urea prices have not been revised since 2012,
while all other commodity prices have grad-
ually risen, reflects the timidity of the gov-
emment. This is neither helping hnner-. m-
tivity nor is it

|J|..'II'IL‘| — the subsidies only encourage uu:{-
ficient use and massive. dwmslum

gagement defined by the West after World
War Il are in tatters. This is manifest in the
resurgence of pseudo-imperial and territo-
rial atavism, President Putin reportedly
wants to recreate “Imperia Rus”, the king-
darm of East Slavic states united by King
Viadimir of Kiev in the 10th century.
President Xi Jinping appears not to be inter-
ested in China taking “centre stage” as the
Miclelle Kingrlom, Prime Minister Benjamin

Metanyahu is manic about the idea of

'f.m.uml-.r.ml' inwhich there is no place for

Similarty, food subsidy
and given in the form nF dligital cuupms 0]
be spent on say 20 nutritious food items, The
MGNREGA scheme needs tobe synced with
agri-work and PM-Awas Yojana.

The system needs a major overhaul It can
b done if the Modi govemnmment is beld and
remains focused, Else, | am afraid, India will
loeep limping with occasional falls and in-
juaries i its pourney to Viksit Bharat by 2047,

Gulati is Distinguished Professor ar
ICRIER, Views are persanal

Imagine a trust-based society

It will unlock so many possibilities and efficiencies

AN AND M RANIVLOCHAN

people could either move into busin
scabe-up their Lack of trust in-

the hnru.cm .1 move o i

et IS
across the world. itisagood lime o m-ox—
amine some fundamental assumptions we
tend o make about the economy. [t has
been traditionally believed that greater cap-
italinflows, production incentives o indus-
try and cleaning up NPAs in the banking
system is a good recipe to sustain high lev-
els of growth, It is so much easier to focus
o tangible factors like land, labowr, capital
and law; after all, g can make

oreases the costs of doing business and the
stresses involved, exponentially,

Trust is what distinguishes modern so-
cleties from pre-modern  societies,
Hundreds of years ago, the circle of trust
was limited anly to family and friends. The
growth of madern society has hinged on ex-
panding the circle of trust beyond those
whom we know personally,

Scientists have discovered that human
beings are hard-wired to live in small com-

policies about wlul istangible, Yet we sug
gest that it is the intangible factors in this
equation that may well be the necessary
catalyst to growth,

One of the intangible factors that is seri-
ously wanting in Indian society, is the
marked absence of trust. There is a lack of
trust between businesses, between business
and government, between business and
consumers. We tend to be so caught up in
our daily lives that we forget the huge
stresses that lack of trust creates for us,
Busi especially small ones, spend so
much time and energy on warking o see
that their payments come on time, in deal-
ing with corrupt taxmen, in worrying
whether land titles are safe. Cases of
bounced cheques clog up the justice system,

The majority of entrepreneurs in India
toclay do not come from business families;
there is no risk oushion to fall back upon, J[
anly the stresses created by uncertainty
over timely payments, land titles, cormupt
officials were minimal, many more young

| e p—

munities of 150-200 people. The only
meeans to move beyond this small size — to
scale up society, to live together and waork
effectively — is to be able to find mecha-
nisms that allow us to trust each other,

Today people expect that when they go
ot fior werk or to the market, they cando so
safiely. When we buy food, we trust that the
quality of food is good, that milk is safe to
drink, that the vegetables are safe o con-
sume, Wi trust that our money is safe in
banks. Trust underlies nearly all sacial
transactions in modern society, Teday peo-
pleundertake big Ainancial transactions on
e-commerce websites with vendors whom
they do not know:. They do so because such
websites have been able to build trustin a
way that allows people to use payment
gateways and complete transactions, Even
a small school-level project depends on
trust, Different people have to work to-
gether to make a design; to find parts for
the project; learn how to integrate those
parts together,

[ —

Onthe other hand, think about the costs
imposed by a lack of trust, Think about the
matter of securing your own home, When
wee goout, we shut the doors and windows,
Some people install special locks and bars;
some install CCTV cameras, All of this costs
alot of money to install and maintain, Think
about an alternate situation. About a local-
ity so safe that no such need arises,

That autamatically removes a lot of
pressure from everyone's mind. [t allows
citizens to move around rather than stay
home and guard their house. 1t saves cit-
rens’ money and provides them with
peace of mind, It allows them time to ex-
plore more meaningful activitbes, for work
or leisure,

Mow imagine a situation in which it is
ot just the locality but the whole city that
is safe, Think of the amount of time and
maney saved. Now scale this up to a whole
society, And you can imagine the tremen-
dious possibilities that we can unlock,

Asathought experiment, bet us see ifan
enterprise like building greenfield cities
could be achieved not by investing huge

It has been estimated that to build a
greenfield city, 2,500-3,000 hectares of land
and nearly one lakh crore rupees in hard
cash would be needed, Such a city could
support a population of roughly five lakh
people. Iris not necessary for government bo
provide the cash,; it is possible to find indi-
vidhsal imvestors, But to find those investors,
we need to build institutional mechanisms
and draw up contracts that generate trust,
The role of the government is not to offer
wiability gap funding but to help the mwners
of the land negotiate a deal with the in-
westors, and further to help the owners to
enforce the contract. India does not really
have a shortage of capital but there is in-
deed avast lack of trust.

Om a busy road, we have to follow road
rubes to regulate movement, If each com-
muter were to move or stop as per their
own convenience, there would be chaos, So,
all decide to follow signals, That is how
thousands of cars and trucks and scooters
are able to navigate the roads,

Societies that have high levels of rrust
have lower costs nfd.mng business, If we

capital bt by building trust, Buili

field urban spaces that India needs urgently,
is about trust between government and
Landholders, developers, private investons,
Investible resources in the shape of land and
maney exist; finding those resources de-
pends on building trust with those who
own the land and the money, Building trust
is about building robust and predictable
institutional mechanisms and about
honouring contracts,

can create i inspire
trust between pﬂnplr wv: can be so much
mare effective, prosperous, efficient. Let us
think about how o build a society where
we can trust each other. That is the future
o look forward to,

Meetn Rajiviochan is secretary, Youth
Afffirs, Government of India, Views are
personal Rajiviochen is o

historion based in Mew Chandigarh

af President Erdogan, in the
aftermath of the collapse of the Assad dy-
nasty in Syria, is rumoured to harbour am-
bitions of eotending Turkey's regional sphere
of influence — a la the Ottoman Empire —
and President-elect rump wants o “make
Amierica Great a
Wlul dEIL‘L.IU lhu .!ugul’? A return to

ment mprﬂs]’mudum'[!ump ‘l'm I(‘ml:l vs, Fle
ar ctural wary of treading down this path,
basis while fi Ontheir ional frone, tf ru].mr.l Global warming requires the current

transition to be “substitutive™ not “additive”,
The uncertainty is whether this is feasible,
And if not, what would be the consequences?

Technology presents possibly the most
wnrrymg uncertainty. Fﬂwch.ﬂlmgnhe.ls-

s rad-
ically altered our lives, Few wish to place a
bileck on further technological progress That
said, there are questions, Might the creator
of “human competitive intelligence” lose
control over his creation? What protocols
should be put in place to safieguard against
such (imagined?) risks? What are the ethi-
cal fhuman ramifications of Al (AIG, robot-
o8, quantum computing and genetic engi-
neering? How should the lines of
accountability be defined? The best and
brightest are engaged ina vibrant debate but
asvet there is noclarity.

Podyritical uncertainties requine global

fCold  polycentric Thll.xuhn!wad:

War antaganisms albeit with decl  Butas the Greek Epicterus said,
c.nl of .)dw.'n.lml.?f\ﬂep by-step, unin- W cannot choose our external circum-
onjoin-  stances, but we can always choose ow we

g of looseby connected ambitions tocreate
the pmlm sormof a glntul conflict?

respand to the: n simpler terms, the
pnml community should create multidis-

lar inty, The slowing

.mdmspmd o these

growth rates, increased protectionism, ris-

public debt, erratic monetary policy and
Trump's predictably unpredictable pro-
nouncements on trade, taxes, technology,

Thewriter is chatrman and
Distinguiished Rellow, Gentre for
Social and Foonormic Progress

(ONE STEP FORWARD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The hottest
ar' (1E, January 3}, The government's
plan for weather preparedness is wel-
come. Investing in RBI's Climate Risk
Information System to predict heavy
dvwnpours and heat spells will min-
imise the loss of lives from landslid,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

has impacted millions in the Ganges
hasin, Urban planning to mitigate the ef-
fects of urban heat islands, rechnologi-
cal advancernents including hydro-me-
teorological  systems, R&ED  for
drought-resistant crops, efficient irriga-
tion and use of groundwater resounces,
and coastal minnlumms Jmung other
dat the

foods, ete. However, it is not clear how
these short-term measures will reduce
damage atthe kocal kevel, where climate
disturbances cause disruption that dis-
propotionately affects the lower socio-
economic class, Climate change hurts
GO, infrastructure and agriculture out-
put, The simple fact remains that hu-
mans can survive only by living in har-
maony with nature — and the world

earliest toavoid any further destruction,
Valbhaw Goyal, Chandigarfy

PRIORITISE DIALOGUE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Playing
with spectres’ (1E, January 4). West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's recent remarks against the
BEIITJEI' Security Force [BSF), accusing it

ACTOS

climate change reports sLgge
llMu.M'wL\IM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The hottest
year'([E, January 3 ), Climate change has
already started chipping away at India's
once-healthy ecosysterm; Extreme heat
spells have become worse, spreacding to
NEWareas .md ewmn,g new highson the

th‘hm'JL‘r. should raise eyebrows. Atan
official meeting, she alleged that the BSF
was executing an inside job™ to facilitare
infiltration from Bangladesh, While
lapses may ooour along the porous bor-
rln rJlr.' o lugunc.:l dnll.:'ng's pul:lu'ly

Ihhr.' 'M'sl ng.ll |||lr]||gmu' had ary

ienay.
been achange in rainfall patterns with a |l should have been dun:d through of-
stark decline in Ficial ch .

rains post-

19505 and an inc

Construc dialogue and 1

heavy rains; increased dmughn post-
19705 have affected India's crop produc-
rion endangering India's food security;
and glacier melt in the Himalayan region

berween state agencies and the BSF

would serve West Bengal'sinterests bet-

ter than pubdic blame games,
Ihodian Das, Koffan
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New pain points
on China border

Mega dam on Brahmaputra and new counties in
occupled Ladakh can adversely affect relations

ndia's decision to proceed cautiously in efforts 1o
normalise tes with China is understandable in the
light of recent worrisome developments, including
Beijing’s green-lighting of what will become the
world's largest hydropower dam on the upper reaches
of the Brahmaputra, and the creation of two counties
in occupied regions of the Union territory of Ladakh.
Bath moves come a little more than two maonths after
Delld and Beijing reached an understanding on the
disengagement of forces along the Line of Actual
Control as part of the process of ending the military
standoff that began early 2020, Throughout this
process, the Chinese side has sought to create an
Impression that things are back to normal between the
twocountriesand the border issue should be putin its
“nppropriate place” while relations are taken forward
In other spnerea. ptinmﬂly ade and business,
Thel 15 that the resolution of the
Im:e-oﬁintheud:kh sector remaing a “workin
progress”, and China's recent moves may only
complicate this process, China's plan to bulld a $137-
billion dam on the lower reaches of the Yarlung
Tsangpo in the umlusimlly lrugl.leThwn plateau is
certain to have lications for millions
of people In the lower riparian Smtcs of Bangladesh
amd India, This is why New Delhi emphasised the need

[ STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Shekhar

Global leaders will need
to address questions
arising from wars, the
climate crisis, and
evolution of Artificial
Intelligence

et's look at some of New

Sttes (US) a terrorist
mowed down revellers
killing 1% people and injur-
ing dozens. The driver Shamsuddin
Jabbar later tried to fire ot the cromd
but the police gunned him down.
Jabbar once served im the US army
and as such it's the fallure of the
American intelligence agencies that
lgmored the signd of the Impending
i, Hie lad a eriminal pist and
el he cacaped Lght security scruling.
Inmocent US civillans padd the price
of this laxity.

For the US, the tragedy didnt end
there. Within hours of the New
Dienns incident. a truck exploded [n
fromt of the Donald Trump hotel In
Las Vieggas, An interesting [act s the
trisck that exploded killing & pas-
serty was manulactured at Pros
dent-eleet Trumg's close pssociale
Flon Musk's Tesla factory, The third
incident happened in the Queens

HT b

OPINION

bercugh of New York. A shootout in
o nightelub left 11 people Injured,
Baoth these incidents ane being (nves-
tigmted. Till the time of writing this
artlcle, police in the US had not
declared them as chenr acts of lerror
lsm, but the incidents have once
agaln brought 1o Nght the growing
umeast in American society,

Apan from these three incidents
In the US, twa more

Challenges the world
must confront in 2025

resolve [srael Hamas and the Russia-
Ukraime conflict?

The Hussia-Ukralne conflicr, about
10 enter its [ourth year, 15 ralsing
doubits about Russian milrary might
and superiority. The last three years
have shown (hat stroagman Vil
Imir Putin too bas chinks in his
armour, Cracks are appear|ng in his
learsome image and the repatation
b hael s aswils Iy buikt over

that unfolded in other |1||n|s ol the
globe have the potential for long:
term pdverse consequences for the
world, On New Year's night. Isroel
comnducted an air raid on Gaza killing
12 people. In the secomd incident,
Ulerdne ik control of @ gis pipeline
and stopped the supply of gas from
Russia to the rest of Europe. it will
have consequences for the Russian
economy, of course, But what abowt
the impact it could have on Euro)
wihilch Bces bone-chilling cold at this
thime of L year?

Whint dlis (hese head)ines suggest?

A crown of thorns wwaits Donakd
Trump in his second innings at the
Ol Odfice, President Trump will
have to contend with challenges in
the International as well as domestic
arenas, New Orleans, New York, and
Las Vegns have once again made it
amply clear that the veneer of US
Invincibility can be breached [rom
within. In such a scemario, how will

the years. History is lestimony to the
Tact that a declining autocrat tries
every trick in the trade w destroy
others. Since the gas pipeline inci-
dent, concerns have been raised
about the possibility of a rash deci-
shon by Putin,

Dioes ftmenn the top priority of the
weur 2025 is tostop the wars?

How the wars have bled hurnmanity
I8 chear from the human rights data
réleased by the United Natlons —
from Januiry 2024 1o Ocsober 21, at
lenst 11973 eitizens were ldlled in the
Russio-Ukralne war including 622
children. In the lsrael-Hlamas war,
sccording to the Pulestinian health
ministry clains, 45,000 people have
died I Che bast 14 mionths including
17,000 ehildren,

Mo lot's ook ol the moss mpor-
tant isswe facing the human mes —
he climate crisis, The yenr 2004 was
the warmest year recorded in the his-
1m~,nrrlvtmmnnrm Simee the fall-

Trump be able to satisfactoril

ureof the climal speci-
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New Orbenns, New York, and Las ¥

Uhat ghe veneer of US Invinclbilivy can be breached from within,

lathons are rife that te challerges for
a consensus on climate actions are
odng o Intenally in the yoars ahead.
The early anset of reconl-breaking
winters is also an indication of the
same, Tr ludr % win |8 going (o
wenken the effort 1o tackie this chal-
lenge further, His extreme views on
thie climate crisis are knovwn 1o all,
Anather issue that has piqued our
interest and atvention is Artificial
Intelligence (AT). Debates nre raging
flnhlllynbmu Its srengths and pie-
lls, Yuval Noah Hararl a popular
writer and professor at Jerusalem's
Hebrew Unbversity, has ralsed some
pentinent questions He insisis that
Al can lie, Harar gives the example
that when Open Al lsunched
ChatGPT4, they asked B 1o solve &
CAPTCHA 1o test its elTicacy.
ChalGPT4 couldn’t crack the CAP-
TCOHA. It was lnter given access o a
web page called taskrabble.
ChatGPT4 outsourced the task of
cracking the CAFTCHA telling the
service provider that it was blind
The engincers who created the algo-
rithims were stunned, They couldn't
fathom how Al learned to tell lies.

cl
Py
NEUTERS

This is the reason that Hararl and
other public i tuals are gues-
thaning the rele of AL They insist that
Al will bee Jethal asthis s the fiest oo
erented by humpns that can think
wnd make decisions on is own.,

These's no doubt that people with
malicious intentions will misuse Al
A the beginning of the year 2024 on
January 21, Al wis used to clone the
woice of the US president Joe Biden
and it was employed to make thou-
sands of automated calls 1o the vot
ers in New Hampshire state in the
U3, The company, Lingo Telecom,
that undertook the operatlon was
later fined $1 million. In India, oo,
we have the ease of actor Rashmika
Mandana, whose Imoge was mor-
phed, The question s Has sclence
cremted a Frankenstein for the
human race?

WL Ehe your 2025 be alile bo creme
i consensus on the three challenges
threatening humanity — wars, the
climate crisls, and AI?

Shghi Sheklwar is edin chief,
Hirslrasta, The views eqressed
are persanal

for i yand e Itations with dor
countries while conveying its concernsover the dam
project to Beijing. It isn't enough for a Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson to claim the project won't
negatively impactother regions, especially ata time
when ecological experts have questioned the viability
and impact of such massive dams and the climate
crists has Impacted flows of cross-border rivers,

Inelia's protest over the two new counties created by
China that include occupled reglons of Ladakh is
linked to lingering cc bout the | of the
overall border issue. The two sides have failed to malke
miajor progress in the Ladakh sector after decades of
negotiations and the Chinese side still doesn't seem to
be showingappreciation for India’s sensitivities, All of
these moves come against the backdrop of China's
unrelenting miliary modernisation, Including the
launch of a new naval assault vessel and new stealth
combat jets, India must remain as clear-eyed asit is
being in its approsch to the rpprochement with China
and proceed with abundant caution while deciding on
the next steps in the bilateral relationship.

Ridding campuses of
caste discrimination

Court’s directive asking the UGC o
mlfymmin six weeks new regulations to fight
caste-bosed diserimination and suicides in higher

education institutions (HEIs) has come not a moment
too soon, Since the tragie sulcide of the University of
rabad doctoral student Rohith Vemula amid
allegations of caste-based bias by university authorities
In January 2016, it has been chear that desplte thedr lofty
gouls. India's pnenﬂertdmpusev.nle riven by persistent
hat hurt young students from
marginalised m‘nnnmlums Atntime when people
from diverse backgrounds are entering universities in
numbers larger than ever before, the bias hurts not just
individual but collective and national progress.

Over the past few decades, HEIs have grown in
number and stature, and the importance of a higher-
education degree has zoomed, Unforunately, this
expansion has not prompted an expulsion of
diseriminutory attitudes among o section of the
student group, professors and administration staff.
Smdents from poorer families, marginalised castes
and first-generation learner backgrounds often find it
difficult to survive on campuses — not only because
they fall to get adequate help but also due to hostiliry.
Thedeath of medical student Payal Tadvi in 2009 due to
caste-based bullying ina Maharashtra medical college
was evidence that biascan't be removed by short-term
rEspoNses or stop-gap solutions,

Can the regulations work? A lot will depend on
systematic and thoughtful implementation. The top
court is right in stressing that the rules must be more
than symbolic gesturesand also in asserting that the
judges would serutinise the practical effectiveness of
rules that the UGC started drafting in 2023 but has not
yet put into action. It was only fitting that the mothers
of Vemula and Tadvi were the main petitioners in the
case. The least our education system can ensure is their
tragedies are not repeated.

dise

Ensuring Digital India is
safe, secure and inclusive

‘ hen we tlk about the gobal
futire, then human-centric
approaches should be fore:

mosl.” These words by Prime

Minlster Narendm Modi at the recent Uniied
Natlons Summit of the Futvre reflect India's
wishon of putting people first,

This philosophy has guided our effons in
shaping the Daft Diggial Personal Duta Pro-
nection (DPDP) Rubes, 2005, The rules, afier
being fimalised, would operationalise the
Digital Persomal Data Pratection Act, 2023,

enabling innovition (n the dighal sconomy.

Unlike some international models that
lean heavily towards regulation, our
Il]||llllu'h Is pragmatic ad growth-oriented.
This bakance ensures that clikzens are pro-
tected without stiling the innovative spieit
that drives our startups and businesses,
Small businesses and startups will Bace lower
complinnee burdens

The rubes are designed with graded
responsibilities. akdng into account the vary-

of st kehanidors 1

Rles, based ot of clata Nuclaries

bringing 1o life o 1o sifie-
guarding citizens’ vight to personal data pro-
Nection,

Amew era ol empewerment: The Indian cit-
Hzen Is ot the heart of the DPOP Rules, 2025,
lna workd Increasingly dominated by data,
we bellieve it 18 Imperative o place individu-
alsat the heart of the governance frame-
wiark, These rubes em power cllizens
with rights such as informed con-
sent, data ernsune, and e abiliy o
appoint digital pominees. Cliizens
will no banger feel helpless In the
face af breaches or unwuthorised

will have higher obligations, ensuring
accountabiliny without dismpting growth.
A digital-flrst philosaphy: At the core of
these rules Is o "diglial by design” philoso-
phiy. The Data Protecibon Board, tasked with
resolving grievances and enforcing compll-
anee, will function predominantly as o digan]
olfice. By leveriging technulogy, we
ensure ellicloncy, transparency, and
speed, Clilzens can ke complainis,
track progress, and seck resolutions
without unnecessary physical intor-
actions.

linta usage. They will hive tooli 1o Ashwin This digital-lirst  approach
protect and manage thelr digial . I eanends 1o comsent mechantsms and
Adentities effectively, Vaishnaw  daa management workflows. By

The rules are designed with sim-
Plicity and clarity, ensuring that
every Indian, rega heir
nechnical knowhow, can understand and
exercise their rights.

From ensuring that consent |s sought in
elear terms to mandating that Information
e provided vo the citlzens in English or any
ol the 22 Indian languages Hsted in the Con-
stitution, the framewerk reflects our com-
et (o el asdvily,

Safegmerding chikfren: Children require
apclal care in the digital age. Recognising
Whis, the rules mandate verifalde parental or
guardinn consent lor processing U persomal
lin:mfninullﬁdﬂlllunulnivsumlluum'
[
unauthorised profiling, and other digial
s, These pravisions reflect our dedica-
tion o creating a safer digital space for
future generations,

L h India's

streamlining processes, we male it

ensior for lduciaries bo comply, and

for cittzens oo engage, lostering truse
I the system.

Inclusive approach: The journey to the
framing of these rules has been as inclusive
asthelr intent. Grounded i the prinecples of
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
025, the dewlt rules are s product of wide-
ranging Inputs from varlous stakeholders
i Wi sty of global best practoes,

W have opersd a 45-day public consulta-
tom period, Inviting feedback and sugges-
e From citizens, busineises, and civil soc)-
ety. This engagement is a testament (o our
bellef i collective wisdom and the impor-
wnee of participatory pol lcymaking, while
ensuring that the framework is not only
robuist bt also mdigtable tothe wnigue chal-
lemyges oof our socio-economic landscipe,

Toensure mmntmamuwl thelr rights

rowth
digital economy has been a global success
story, and we are determined to keep this
momenium alive, Dur [ramework ensures
personal data protection lor drizens while

l:'hh.n»m won't fecl helpless in the face

L ‘FMI

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY
Y

The
true partne

marke
1cgative fallout of |
energy dependence
will be overcome

gas from Europe’s
s is available on the
, the sooner the

Roping in universities
for a sustainable future

mamic growth, However, such innava

o alsoled toirreversitde consequen-

ces because of thelr impict on the environ-

ment. Multiple actors must play their role in
mitigating these consequences,

First, higher education instituies (HEIs)

through their knowledge creation must pre-

pare students lur‘u sustanable funire, Second,

clentific and e
S Thave diriven Buman socketics ioward eco-

T ense of th by local
enrmmunities and governmenis, It iscnacial o
have the local community's willingnes 1o
moepl the conseguences of new lmowledge
ereated In HED rogaeding sustainabre pricc-
tces, Thisalsoentalls the HESs converging the
local community's concemns Inte their
wescarch, One of the effective ways in which
HEl: can scale sustainability initiatives is o
partier with communites around their cam-
puses and educate both students and local
communities on mmlmhm i Such

low-carbon andclean. Third, sockety mist have
" ey i ack

P
ing sustadmable practices.
Inchian HEIs can play an lmportant role in

collaly e |uar

tunitles for students o galn proctical insights
it real-world sustalnabiling challenges. The

this through multipke paths —
research and lmplementution of sustalnalde
practices ai Uhelr campuises i Wi
wilth the Natlonal Education Polley
(NIEP) 20200 s et o sstsinabie
development goals (SDGs), Among 17
S0, Goal 11 {sustainable cities aind
communitics) and Gonl 173 (climate

Trameworks Issued by the University Granis
L',mnmhd‘.meK.'.q alloww st denits o
carn eredits [rom such community
outrench setivities. HEL showld part-
mer with bocal nuthosities and privide
indlusiries bo pood resousoes Logether
toensure that such activithes are ade

wcthon ) are particularly relevint. Mamidala uately funded for scaling up.
HEls can realise earbon-neutral Jagadesh HIFs must incorporie sistainabd-
s by promoting solar power, a um:i ity s m strategry Im thelr instinational

encrgy-efficient building practices.
anel adaping waste peduction strate-
gles in alignment with t'”;:rnl 7]
h Th e rd

development plan by committing
themselves 1o ecorfriendly constric-
tion of thedr buildings, Integrating

will be the
citizens abowt their llghls on their personal
dana,

A vision for the future: As we unvell these
rules-. W e not mercl lﬂl.ll‘ﬂnm; prw\m

For instance, HEls must compulsorily
sustninable modes of transportation within
campes spaces such as walking, cycling and
useaf ebectric vehicles, Indian HELS, 1o which

I Iut laying o ki for a
stcure and innovative dlgllul future. The
Dt Digital Personal Dota Protection Rules,
2025, refleat Indin’s keadershdp in shaping
globad data governance norms, By placing
cltizens at the centre and fostering s condi-
elve environiment for innovation. we ane set-
ting o precedent for the world to follow,

Our eommitment #s elear: Protect,
empower, and enable every Indian in this
digital nge. | encourage every ciiizen, busl-
ness, and civil sockety group o participate in
this dinlegue by sharing comments and sug-
gestions during the consultation period,
Together, ket as refine these rules Lo create i
framework that truly represents lhemplm-
tons of a secure, Inclusive,

ypucally

v imio university
ches, and introducing climate-crisis cducation
i ui-disciplinary programimes o provide
students with the keowledge to understand
caormplex climase-related bssues. Expens must
be ﬂ.l'uhm l‘mmm only munmc discipline
butal Jeoo

]
reducing eranspost-relaned emissions 10 mit-
gt b effocts of theelimaie crists, Many HEls
i bl can mirn unised aind ilnpmled |mltl of

nomics, ulu! chology.
I the context of sustadinabllity, UGC has
already I.\Mml Guldelines and Curlkulum

thelr s by
local tree-planting bt ktives, ul.unlng with

llla':ls HEH |\|:|.I.d4|'|l|.n(|!\.|u|.|n ly ol |.1|u

SDG 15 (e and land) and can

wndd memior the next generation of environ-

thie of SDGs Into
lhu enrrieuln, UGC pl:dﬂm emphasise the
importance of interdisciplinary lewrning enae
Hllum-ﬂm:n L] l(|l‘||'l"lllhl'ulrll|1|.( x Inter:

e llnl Iw:lm Aciertis s and |u||qr||ukl11
Add

ndia.

Astwini Vatshnaw (s the mintsrer for
elecronics sl imformation techislagy,
faformmation & broadassting. and rallwiys.
The views expreasad are persanal

o erges outlined
communitics and drive nlnulmhlllq In lho in the Rio Corventions, mking them paricu-
I'rcldrrmnwmilcr. il Narky rek i m;wwmmmdmm

dhoes thi 171 e gh HELs are

ﬁnnpus sustainability cfforts and research in - attempting 1o implement drese guidetines, a
theyean ersaire that these mida- — lackof imencst by many |5 a cause for concerm

tives are ewlnrally relevant and likely 1o be  and can profoundly hinder transforming our

adoplod
Thee true purpose of such jolntly created knowl-
exdize would be 1o achieve real changes (n the
wonkd, HERS can Indeed bulld a bricge between
the knowledge ereated by thelr teachers and

HELs into carbon-neutral campuses iy 2047,

Miarkdiate Jagaidesh Kumar (schatrman, UG,
and former vice-chancellor, INU. The views
expresied are personal

Liemmud s

ETon: wan PEADIAM - e b Rai wlarhion of news

it PP A, 8 A1 gs el nprdurtion in whods

Vo it 111 U
34 Cimemuamies; 011 s &

[
s

2 L
s . 'ﬂ%.m

Y withosst e othan v ietsion of Puishes & peehibted

b by e s - . 0



N

YOGESH GUPTA
FORMER AMBASSADOR

N December 24

last year, Pak-

istan laundhed

targeted attocks

against Tehrik-
e'Tulitan  Pakistan  (TTP)
hideouts in  the Paktin
provinee of Afghanistan,
killing dozens of people,
mostly women and chil-
dren. This was in response
to the TTP's raids against
Pakistani security forces
on December 21 in south
Waziristan, which resulted
in the killing of 16 Pak-
istan soldiers.

As USmade weapons
seized during the Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan in
August 2021 became avail-
able o the TTE it increased
its attacks inside Pakistan
in 2024, keilling 1 612 seeuri-
ty personnel and others in
44 terrorist attacks. Last
year was the deadliest in
terms of terror attacks, as
per Pakistani sources

Pakistan's remding of the
Taliban whom it reancd
and supported for more than
two demices against the US-
led international securty
forces in the expedations of
having a friendly regime in
Kabul, which would provide

Eht cl.‘ibl.lllt JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 6 JANUARY 2025

it with “strategic depth”
has turned out to be com-
pletely wrong. The Tuliban
has secused Ilamabad of
oo tin g ek of Uhis inter-
national akd it got from the
US and other countries inthe
name of Afghanistan. The
two countries have also dif-
fered on the installation of a
femce by Pakistan in the bor-
dering ureas a Afghanistan
does not scoept the Durand
Line marking the border,
daiming that it was an artife
dal line dividing the Pash-
tuns unfairy on both sicdes,
In 2021, the then Imrmn
Khan government of Pak-
istan enguged in peace talks
with the TP which were
facflitated by the Talitan, The
yearlong negotiations, which
inchaded o brief ccasefire,
fulled] without the ceasing of
altacks by the TTP Accomding
to some Pakistanis, these
talks provided useful time to
the TTP to regroip and boost
its strength, Pakistan has giv-
e severnl warnin gs to the Tal-
iban at the highest kevels, but
the latter has shown no st
ous intent to control the TTR
The Taltban and TTP share
ethile tes and have fought
togiether against the West for
years, The Tuliban has ideo-
logieml sympathy with the
TTF's ohjective of establish-
ing & Shari state in the trib-
al areas of Puk istan and uses
TTP's militant activities to

OPED
Pakistan punishes Taliban for TTP attacks

PAK TRIGGER: As USmade weapors selzed during the Tallban Lakeover of Alghantan became

el

sl

Islamic State of Khorasan
(ISK), an offshoot of SIS,
with whom they share
fhadist beliefs and deep-
mooled tonds and which is
active in several parts of east
em  and  podhewestem
Afghanistan, 1t woulkl, thus,
weaken the Tuliban and
strengthen its enemy.

Al present, the Taliban has
Even a decisive blow to the
18K, killing several of ita
sentor  commanders  and
keeping the group's temmor
wctivities under check.

The TTP attacks have
mereased destabilisation and
insecurity in Pakistan and

| sl

s re Pakistan wh
it wanta, Also, if the Tuliban
were to take harsh action
aguinst the TTE, the ]
fighters could defect to the

ged other
ok, fuch s the Balochs
and Pushtuns, to fight against
the Pokistani state. Pak-
stan's hopes of attracting

TR aty

Yakistan will
continue to face the
bruntofl TTP
attacks, as the laters
crusade is religious
and such militant
groupsseldom
abandon their
ideological beliefs.

de Pakiston in 2024, %

foreign investment from Sau-
i Arabila and the UAE have
ok by it. China, which
Is Pukdstan’s “iron brothe " is
unhappy about inadequate
security amangements for its
1,200 workers who are build-
Ing critical infrastructure in
Pukistan as the TTP and
Baloch separatists have tar
peted Chinese experts in s
eral attacks, With Pakistan
unable o pay China's loans
and provice foolproof securd-
ty to its personnel, China has
stalled work on most projects.

The TTP attocks leave
Pukistan with few viable
options. Fakistan has no
desire o mount a fullscale
war — which it is unlikely to
win — against the Taliban, It
has seen how the Afghans
have  fought  valiantly

against the Soviets and
Americans in the last four
decales. The Taliban may
0t havee o bi g army like Puk-
stan, but it has o brilliant
record of mounting guerrilla
operations, with its human
subcide bombers and  hit-
and-run sttacks, Even Pak-
istan's allies like Chinaand
the US would ot favour that
option for thelr own rensona,
The US would not like the
Tuliban to be distracted from
its fight aguinst the ISK Chi-
na nurtures the ambition to
extend its Belt and Road Ini
tative to Afghanistan and
earry out projects in mining,
oll exploration and infra-
structure sectors, Also, then
the Tuliban will not b able
o control the China
terror  group, the
Turkestan Idamic
ment, in Afghanistan,

The deterioration in Pak-
istan’s relutions with the
Taliban has allowed India
1 reassess its  palicy
towards the Taliban,
reopen it embassy and
provide emergency assis
tance to the Afghan people
and consider resuming
wark on ita economic praj-
ects in Afghanistan. The
Afghan Embassy in New
Delhi is now being run by
the representatives of the
Taliban government,

Pakistan has taken a few
steps o increase the cost for
thee Taliban in allowing the
TTP These inchide the repa-
triation of about 800,000
Afghan refugees and disrup-
tion of Afghanistan's land

tracke wvin Pakdstan, These
measures were not liked by
the US and others as ey felt
that the Talilan was o ey
Facing & grim humoanitora n
situntion, with o shortage of
food, energy and other esserr-
tial ems, and was hardly in
o pogition to look after so
many mare people,

The Tuliban has also not
rebented in any of its palicies
about broad-basing s gov
ernment, allowing education
to womien be yond the middle
school or other human rights
despite facing severe sine
tions and neardotal isolation
on the workl stage. It has
enforced its religious codes of
condudt in an authoritarian
manner, oblivious of the glol
ol public opinion

It has become clear that
the Taliban regime is not
collapsing or being thrown
outof power. More sanctions
on the Tuliban will only com-
pound the misery of the
Afghan people

Pukistan is continuing its
dialogue with the Taliban on
the cessation of TTP attacks,
The Taliban has asked Pak-
istan toalbow trad e o resume
and assuned i that it would
shift the TTP eleme nls away
from the border. Tt is doubt-
full that the Taliban will keep
this promize and change
course, Given the experk
enie, it I8 likely that Pak-
istan will continue to face
the beunt of TTP atlacks, as
the litter’s erusade s relk
gious and such militant
groups seldom  abandon
thedr ideological beliefs.

Balancing privacy rights and investigative powers

lw enforcement agencies
(LEAs), However, at the
sme time, it woulkd be o wel
ome reminder to the dti-
zens that their fundamental
right to life, including right
o privacy, and the constitu.

KP SINGH
FORMER DGP, HARYANA

HE Supreme
Court  recently
uphelkl a  high

court order quash-

ng the armest of
former Horyana MLA Suren-
dher Panwar in a money-laun:
dering case, while terming his
15 longg interrogation by
the Enforeement Directombe
(ED) as ‘high-handedness'
and ‘inhuman conduct’,

In another case, on
December 13, 2024, an inter-
im arder of the SC drew the
red line for the ED over
mcoess 1o and copying the
eontent stored in computers
and mobile phones sekeed
from Santiago Martin, the
lottery king', and his asso-
clotes. The court did not pre-
seribe any date for URing
Uhwe ban in Uhe Santiago case,
It omlered that the matter be
heard along with other con-
nected coses in which the
EDV's demand to the appli-
cants o produce electronic
deviees  had  been  chal-
lenged and guidelines were
sought for such selzures

If thie interim order in the
cage becomes a precedent, it
would have serious conse-
quences on the powers of the

tional aguinst self-
incrimination ane scrosanct
and that ‘fshing expedi-
tions' by the LEAs under
the cover of investigatlons
e ol 1o be allowed,
Justice Felix Frankfurier,
in Nardone vs United States
(1939), gave the “exclusion-
ary rule of evidence” and
samped the “doctrine of
fruits of the polzonous
tree”, 11 postulates that ille
gally procursd  evidence
becomes  inadmissible in
court proceecings; if the
source of evidence or the
evidence itself is tainted,
anything gained from it is
also tainted and cannot be
used against the secused,
Evidenoe collected by ques
tonable means, like by using
unauthorised phone-tapping
or recording without  the
knowledge of the subject,
accessing  private informa-
tion and personal secrets con-
tabned in electronie godgets,
mnducting  llegal  and
unwarranied searches and
meoording events using secret
ameras, ele, certainly fall in
the ategory of tainted evie
dence. Indiseriminate confis-
aition of personal laplops
and mobile phones by the
LEAs and accessing the con-
tents stored therein also run
the risk of intruding into pri-

howm, B Ind
200 Thistg

UNDER SC LENS: Th

vacy, comipromising business
secrets and fishing into pri-
vate affairs of individual at
times, even bringing their
pemonal and business sctivi-
ties Lo o halt

O the other hand, tracng
the diggital footprint anc fter
ing the electronic record of
suspects  hove bemome o
necesgity  in almost  all
helnous  crimes,  inchucing
crimes against women, finan-
dal scams, meoney-lunder-
g, dmug traflicking and
offences against the state mnd
national security, ele, Perhapa,
this is the reason the begisla-
ture, hitherto, has refrained
from subseribing to the doe
trimw of “fruits of the potson-
ous tree” in Inclian kows,

Acoordingly, the Bharatiya
Sakshyn Adhiniyam, 2023
(BEA), which prescribes rules
of evidence, s silent on the
admissbility of Blegally pro-
cured evidence, although it
declares confession coused

corm, |3 Special, |5 Atelier, 16 Ganges, |8 Cramp,

Denying ED access
Lo ol Il}lllll‘l'h il[lll
mobile phones of
offenders needs to
be examined as
electronic and
digital devices have
almost become an
extension of human
menu I]'I\..

i o us. FeE T

by inducement, coercion,
threat or promise irrelevant
in criminal procesdings.

Even the SC in RM
Malkani vs State of Maha-
rashira (1972), has validoted
thee sdmissibility of legally
tape-recorded evidence. In
the case of Umesh Kumar vs
State of AP (20013), the court
has abserved: “Even ifadoe
ument is procured through
unlow ful means, its admissh
bility would not be barved if
it i relevant and genuine,”

In fact, Indian laws put the
relevancy of evidence on o
higher pedestal than the
source of R procurement.
Tegally collected evidence
s admissible even after the
right to privacy has been
recognised a8 a Pund e
tal Right by the Su
Court in Justioe KS Put
tampamy (retd) vs Union of
Indic and Others (2017,

In faet, in our constitu-
tional scheme, no right,

including the right to life,
is absolute and may be
curtailed in wccordance
with the procedure estal-
lished by law. Under Sec-
tion 349 of the Bharatiya
Nogorik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta, 2023 (BNSS), the court
can force a suspect to give
his handwriting and voice
sample; Section 53 of the
BNSS allows even lhe
extraction of body Mulds
from an accused person by
force to meet the demand
of investigations,
Electronic  and  digital
devices have almost become
an  extengon of human
memiory for amajority of the
people nowadays, In Sedvi
and Oihers vs State of Kar
mataka 2010} the Constitu-
tional Bench of the SC
allowed U recovery of infor
mation from the mind of an
accused after obtaining his
nformed consent before the
eouit by resort ing bo ‘narco
analysis’, ‘brain-mapping’
and 'le detection test’, asan
akl to investigation.
Denying ED acoess o the
omputers  and  mobile
phones of offenders needs o
b eamined in this back-
drop, too, The interim order
in the case should also be
wiewed in Bight of the fad that
ebectronie and digital reconds
are inchuded in the definition
of ‘document’, as contained
in the BSA and Sections M
1097 of the BNSS empowers

The order has the implication
of taking away this power
from the LEAs and may halt
investigations in those cases
whene digital and e lectronic
evidence are crucial

The investigation needs of
the LEAs and yardsticks to
Judge the admissibility of
evidence in courts are two
separate domains, Whereas
a strict law of evidence
needs Lo be applied during
the trial, the LEAs deserve
freedom, under strict vigh
lance of the court, to find out
and present the truth before
the courts. The protection of
citizenry from overzealous
low enforcers. though, is
eqqually important,

Unarguably, the lssues at
hand in the case are cone
tentious, Finding a balance
between  the contrary
demands of the LEAs for
just  investigations and
safeguarding the constitu-
tonal Fghts of the people,
both ot the same time, is o
tightrope walk. It s, howev-
er, a given that any blanket
prohibition on the powers
of the LEAs would not
auggur well for public safety
and  national  security.
Every case necds o be
decided on its own merit

The mecommendation of
Mth Law Commission of
Imclian o jgive diseretion tothe
trial courts toapply the exchi-
shonary rube of evidence il
such evidence tends Lo bring

the LEAs nder-
fake sewrches and setze docu-
ety duringg investi gt ions

the el of justice
intodisrepute appears 1o be o
prudent alternative,
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CONTRAPUNTO
The amount of hassle involved in

travel can be overwhelming
- PAUL THEROUX

Ugly Is Official

Monuments to museums, India does a generally poor,
sometimes shoddy, job of preserving things of beauty

Tlm is peak tourist season. Indians are in travel-mode. But
travel is not witheut its headaches, Winter fog, for example,
ean be sorrowful. An Agra story has further underlined how
grinchy touristing in India can be. Encroachments are of course
dime adozen. But the way inwhich Mubarak Manzil was razed even
as UP's archaeological department Imwﬂ it a protection notice
and officials from Lucknow visited ¥ servation efforts, is
particularly ugly It is credible th
with police and administrative officials. Th
widely because it issofamiliar - various petty interests weigh down
Indian tourism everywhere,

Last year, Supreme Court found itsell “amazed at the audacity™
with which over 6000 trees were cut down inside Jim Corl Imlt
National Park. It isa fact that few countri noffier the bougu
tourist delights India can, from tiger safaris and living root hntlws
and 43 Unesco World Heritage Sites to
palace hotels, spiritual wellsprings, anda
dazzling variety of glovious enisines. But
tiny Dubai gets more foreign tourists,
many of them Indian. That Indians finally
have the leisure and incomes to start
seeing the world bigtime is a welcome
trend, May it go from strength to
strength, Guestion is, don't they deserve
to see home wonders maintained at the
ne stamdard that they encounter abroad?

Everything that discourages international tourists, is a pain for
Indians teo. Those who post a |:I|uumf themselves from Kolkata's
Victoria Memorial or Ajmer’s Ana Sagar Lake have to first
mkt untold contortions, to make sure the cobwehs and the
ively, don't steal the show. Priceless artworks
h}' yellowing notes and dingy tubelights tell visitors across the
country’s museums; stay away. Baroda to Santiniketan, ave budding
museclogists being trained to truly take on this key challenge? The
kind of autonomy enjoyed by, say, London's British Museum is
unthinkable here, Politicians and administrators find it impossible
mot to interfere.

And then thereare the mountain and beach towns that have been
miserably ove: 1
Agra, anothe hecause ther
that if Indis g Ayodhyanow, fixes its
problems, the rest can alse hope for the same,

Uniformly Merited

GOP's merit-based promotion for Lt-Gens must have
transparent criteria to avoid charges of political subjectivity
In o big move for the army, a new promaotion policy is being rolled

out for lieutenant generals that will be based on merit rather than

senfority Thenew system comes intoforee from Mar 3 and will be
applicable for selection of serving Li-Gens for top-level appointments
i th perding Integrated theatre eommands and tel-serviee estal
lishments, Joint theatre commands area much-needed reform of the
Indian military that nesds to be responsive to 21st century seeurity
challenges, [‘hr'n-l'nw. a promotion policy that helps operationalise
this change is welcome, There can be no arguments against
promoting meritocracy insenior vanks of the army, But where there
is a niggle is that measuring meritecracy in the forces can be a
palitically subjective exercise, This is not a
s small concern that can be ignored,

It'sstill not elear whether the new promaotion
policy willalsobeapplicable tothe selection of
the army vice-chiel and seven commanders-
in-chief: this would be logical. As per existing
policy, promotion to commander-in-chief level
is based puraly on seniority. The argument
against the new policy s that officers who
become Li-Gens are assessed on merit every step of the way. There-
fore, a three ral already possesses all the credentials to
mlm an the highest responsibilities within the army. Going by
Iul ity at this stage insulates promotions from lv:' nal inter
5 to the professional ethos of the arm:
!!l:!lh.mlwsl tmean Li-Gensean't be promaoted on m.fl‘“ Aslong
as the executive remembers that the army’s high professional stan-
dards were hard-won going back to the days of Gen Carlappa, who
worked hard to insulate the army from external interferen e
the Nehru era, Thus, a way forward must be found by eliminating
subjectivity in the itocratic promotions of serving Lt-Ge
Absolute transparency and accountability are a must as the army
transitions to a new-age Nghting machine facing a potential three.
front (Paki; China, Bangladesh) security challenge,

GRAP trap

1o tackle the problem of pollution, authorities
might need to learn the ABC of AQI
Jug Suralya

As the new year dawns NCR continues to GRAPple
rll‘ml ly bane of pollution - a recent proposal bring »
st arder o i pose s year-round ban on reworks in Delhi

thorities entrusted with the task of curbing the menace

Action Plan, totackbe pollution co-
ahuntion of AGH, Adr Gaality Inclex,
ws Poor, GRAP L, which imposes some
vesirictlons, kieks n, When AGI sl as Very Poor, G 4 mes into
play, and soon to Severe, and Ve were, whereln GRAPIV is rolled out, with

sul\ml partially or wholly shut, office staff urged to work from home, and
construction activity brought oo halt

The problem is that with A termed Poar having became the new Normal,
succossiveratings have inthepublicmind been correspandingy downgrded, with
Very Severs bosiig i Veiry and becoiming Merely Sevire, What hagpens I the sita-
atlon worsen GRAPV or even GRAP V1 as 1o be implemented?

A new setof adjeetival AQI terminology has to be formulated 1o
maet the ocension, Inorder todo this the suthoerities might do worse
than to go baek to their ARCs,
g with A, iF AGH reaches o new high it

Illlf-lllrtlllrhuli.'l’r dependingon the nume
When AGH reaches o bevel designate

GUNS MAKE WAR

GUTS MAKE PEACE
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Guns, Trucks & Shoulder Shrugs

While it's impossible to prevent al

[ mass violence,

y stands out among rich countries in failing to even

try. What psychologists call learned helplessness is everywhere, from New Orleans to Las Vegas

Dan Cassing

“There's a bot that we don't know about

the recent attaek in New Orleans, the

car bomb in Las Vegas, and even the

seemingly unrelated mass shooting in

) Queens, New York. But the one thing

d wecan besure of s the responseof US
hull-ul]s.ml tothis vielenee: nothing.

Whirn faced with mass vielence,

oller |1:|ll|

8 lave taken action o
make it be ¥ ned ml:uulunl«
[run::m'mnu]mnduum I 17, Afver a mg

in 106, Australin banned most putoms
mu l\nﬂumtu weapans, US |s

[
ftls ll|1'||||l_\ wealthy eountry that'sdecl ined tode
anythingabout it.
The standard reason given for American
innction regarding gun viol is
A
anendn
the US constitution
wording of the Amendment s a bit ambiguous,
storically it was interpreted to moan that f
Tederal govt coubdn’t disarm state militias,
ensuring that states would be able to rise up
st a feeleral govt that becanse 1oo powerful,
Only in the last few decades was it
suggested that the Second Amendment
meant that states couldn’t restrict gun
ownership. As recently nsduring the Clinton
adminlstration, US passed laws outlow ing
e sale of assaull weapons, before leiiing
l ese I.ms. v:\pm\ lon )\l“lh Later. n'
preve
[r\:-mu:l:l]n Ing reforms to limit gun violence:
s the rihi

|
erits eareled out (i e 19608 I which researchers
gave frequent, painful, randomly timed electric shocks
to groups of dogs, Some of the dogs had aceess o a
Tover thit thisy conld gush toend the shocks; thiy wero
paniresd with dogs wiio got e sa Nosekes, bt didn't
Teave any control aver their duration, Later, the dogs
wore pul into a new shtnation, where they could eseapse
the shocks by Jumpm)e over a low barrier to the other
i their ca

The dogs whn had learned that they could stop
the shocks in the earlier phase of the study quickly

learned to avoid the pain by going to the other 8ide of
the eage. The dogs who didn't have the levers just
Taid down and whimpered. [t's not just that US policy-

makers aren't trying to fix the violenee: the public has
e nesd it mwthring they e do, and Sn'teven
Ay ing any more,

F ny, the she
in 2012 were the bre

nigs at Sandy Hook Elementary
raking point, If the murder of

i Eevwen [URR)

0 young childy 'L apur govt into action, then

nithing could. Despite efforts from then-President

Obama, Republicans in House and Senate were able to

ok ovon madist gun contral mensures - ke requiring

. | chiscks for all purchases - from moving

A where Democrats had control wers mare

ssing some laws o try and prevent mass

shootings, but even th largely rolled back

by recent Supreme Co

Tnadlition b

racksm have complh

15ple
el |,:u1\‘1 TERPONSEE .thl as many

Amerieans refused Covid vaceines beeause of the beliel
that the vacein d puter chips that
phome towers Lo Lrack or
af Amerieans sy thatthe
even happened,

ronger laws to mitigate the

eontrol them, about i u|\ I
Sandy Hook shootings ne

Rather than passing
likelihood of mass viclence, in recent years
states in US have cased them, As of 2021, for in
Texas followed laws passed in Town, Tennesses,
and other states in allowing residents to openly earry
guns in public without having 10 go through any
trakning. or geith

Propone
Buys with gun:

tostop vielence hr:fc-n‘l)':l foea 1
plice departments have generally opposce the m.
In Mew Ordeans, the attacker hit revellers with a
rented truck; states like Florkda and Oklah
made it legal to run over protesters under certain
circumstance

Of con itwould be imposs|
mass vislenee. The bomber in Las
vently used propane tanks and fireworks,
e attacker in New Orleans used a large
truck, and was killed by police before he
could shoot anyone, Noone inUS is geingto
seriously consider bans on propane or on
the |||c‘|l'1st|l!h|) large trucks that papulate

oo proventall
5 I

doesn't mean that the Ikelihood
chs can't be reduced. States that

fewer mmss
s that have more pedostrian:
5 have fowel

deaths from
police states
rviolence perpetra:
hul free socleties can

firiendly sty
eollisions. Even
stopall terror
tally i

v |F -uch ﬁﬁtrh- don't stop mass
ey hive positive effictsci the st
hety; g in Austrealia
meant a substantial and sustained drop in sy
Fewer big trucks and more pedestrianfriendly cities
wottld make the stroet d
This point 15 that learmed helplessness, the sons
that we ean't do anythi rots in the way of
Ame 8 ean o, even IF those actbons aee r
amall, The only thing that doesn't help is exactly what
| and govi have been doing: just laying down

s Prifessor of Government and Politics at
J“rm*u. i D imson Duiversiny

‘Digital arrests are an effective scam globally; people need to
know their info is widely available online & harvested at scale’

Increasing nwmber of Indians are becoming eictims of
‘igited arrest’, a cyberenebled soam. A recenid analysis
By the UN Offfce on Drugs ard Crime (SE Asia and the
Pacifte) shows that shese types of eyberannbled fravd are
mows P as 6 professionelised industey, mostly from
SE Asin, A newo model af ‘crime as a service’, the use of
Al and erypto, and undergronnd online markets are
Melping  these operations scale up, says  UNODC
Regional Analyst Jokn Wajeik in o conversation with
Tnetulekhe Avavind;

® How did Southeast Asia become a hub for these
transnational cyber scams?

In many cases, what's taking place is a spillover
of eriminal groups largely from outside the reglon
moving into some of the most
vulnerable parts of SE Asia, These
are semi-autonomous zones and
militin-controlled territories in

the borderlands of Myanmar, But
of this Niclt

equally, mue
mile developme
paris of the regio
little formal foreign direct invest-
mant, So naturally these countries
re prone toasking few i
il i Enforeeig

O

Atthe s:mn time,
revalution and condition
fraud syndicates are ve
Al tag 20 eountr
18 concerned, many are
frameworks needed to secu
industry arenot really pre

experiencing adighal

for these eybor-enabled
wttrnetive, When you look at
ErYPLBEUr ey adog ko
Ion, But the regulitory
Iw the broader o

the back of that, a powerful model of ‘crime as o
from malware as o serviee to money lasnde-
malichous software dev “l'I'IN‘III and deeplinke
aservice, which target scam organisations
el by them, Ultimate anm {5 a place
alsareable toestablish centralised market-
s to convene, communicate and fundamentally
rit commerce together
vory conducive business environment
edd i the reglon n ways we haven't seen
also accelerating and scaling faster than

before. It

over before, We're also seeing the integration of
Aldlriven solutions for engaging vietims, which is
getting inereasingly convineing,

® These syndicates initially targeted China. Why did they

n
crime syndicates are agile -—ul:lnnllunud entitios that
are woll pwareof thosog;

1)
I'd add that this is all taking place against the back-
drop of a separate sort of reveluti
online markets, specifically those on T

Calvin & Hohbes

R

At one point, this was very much considered a

hey
ve and successful in ¢
sitld, the industry and
s proven extremely

wronps have stepped in, We'ne talking about Japaneso
arganized erime, the Yakuza, and Kerean eriminal
growps moving in and partnerships between certain
entities in the reglon, specifically Chinese groups and
© al growps or individuals in South Asia,

There have been more and more links to the compo-
unds in Southeast Asin, which unfortunately have
impacted lives and caused financial bosses in India

South Asian countries, R Lanka

massive jolnt operation, arresting over 230

mostly Chinese nationals, We refer to this

diction shopping - as law enforcement eracks
down inone placa, thay simply pack ugamd move,

@ In india digital arrest scams are on the rise - Is it a
comman tactic glabally?
It's Ix-mlm-nml\-wvuulrnuwrrth(-ln-.(\'mrlum

authentle-looking arvest
document or sorme il
Imply th: b midechvid
toyou vias has been used in some sort of
money lnundering and that you're under investigo
thom, The eviminal syndicate plays the vole of the
% all vory convineing: thay
rinaitbon aboul who you are,
ceovints, Butallof this ean be
e maney online.

|sun]||lu-dl’nl' very |

& Whyis this so successhul?
I i s LR a genankne muwnmm v\lll] B

Is comtacting me L 1

in, I'll probably freak oo

ot some infor mation onme,

salsoabout cyber awireness, Peoplenesd o know

I nlnu:nllu EEwidely ava ulnhlu-nullnl tornd, is

e s nereas ingly

0 & post-privacy

s ot 5o sensitive anymore, With deoplikes ete,
proaching the end of all content-bised verifica:
o, 188 poing bobe very dilfleult toverily anything.

Sacredspace

Fasring
shordd he
chiefly
mental, Mere
ahstinence
from food will
oo goed, it
njﬂm'wrn;m'r lru-nzr'ml. Spiritual
infoledment will comee rather by
regulating eating

Ramana Maharshi

Death Adds Poetry To Symphony Of Life

Yogi Balkrishna

toan exorbitant
ttoreverseageing and
T kndefinitely

eterna

Tixatbon on the:
vessel of exlste
fundamental misalignment with the
ruths of life and consciousness,
Interestingly, modern sciencealigs
with&plritial wisdon in vijecting the

shent bocly, & mere
underscoresa

'|'le In(lu !nuhlmnum mul\lmpln

Kl per manence ina

i fumibanicaial

caneeptof

Wllons annually on his
Jul\ nson adlereston

andexperimental theraples, While

L%
ight be bl led Alsrming, or even

secondopinion um.n.nu
—————— B-may prove problematic AQLwise. Benighted
could be a possibility, though admittedly a weak candidote, And Bloody Hell!
rmnhight ber rualed out s being epithetical and unparinmentary

However, 08 though to make up for 11s ver
an embarrassment of rie There’s Catastrophic,
Cataclysmie, and even Cataton

Drean provide Desperate, Disastrows, Devastating, Despadring, and Doomsday,

Then we come to E and

(Editor s note: The Slank space left ai the bodtam of the colunin suggests
thid the writer hos, (terally, run oul of words to describe the sverworsening
levelsaf AR

wmes with
alamitous, ane

[ Torts mny yield advaneements in

g sl bongevity for humanity,
tmmortality isa pursuit
fraught with philosophical and
spiritual contradictions,

and subtleenergy undergo

e Ik spiv haslong by
| i such endeavours, According
{sdoam, thedbes brefor bod
Immartality aligns with the tendencies of
anasur, demon. The etymological roat of
the h llnllmllkltl' |l|||-4|||a|h

e shapor, w
it

perpetunl cycles of assom.
ddbsnssenbly, bt
thelr essenoe re
Extenl g this log|
domain, thesubtler dimens bomn of
existenee, cons
transcend mortality, Consciousness, as

and energy, operives it a leved far

‘yaerishyam iadnashi
perishable, Forms

al ssnlve, inaccordanon
with ribversa ks, This liw vy well

j b, The dih,

:'Iultlulh rather than Imhpdﬂoﬁunnm.
I

|I<Il|ﬁl.'¥‘|\l!“l|ﬁ' ot
Inndlbe philosaphy bedehis that ¢l Illa.!m..tn
s owly a8 locus ol perimanance ks

|)c~!5 dber v frean e ¢

lsassenmbly

THE SPEAKING TREE PTsist Th

5 Indestructible,
tothesplrisal

1sness must also

i emjayerof both

dahanan yojgah’, worthy of Imlml
burnd. is inherently mortal, 1t is

g nnnssembligeof elements

hesstimise] fo eventian]

Whi then, does thedes ire
for bodily immortality
rrror lies ina
|:|rlﬁulml|1Ilﬂ1!|1l!l‘|'$l|il1l!ll1k
At the level of cons-

timeless truth seeks valbdation through
e temporal body, creating an ilusion -a
sophistical pursuit of immortality The
transient body cannat mirmor the eternal
nature of consciousness, Altempting to

avidy leads to sulfering.

rue immortality ks not in preserving
the forrm but in realising the lormless,
bt e ot animistes it

Bryan Johnson's plansering
experinents may indeed unlock pathsio
healthier, longer lives, profoursdly shaping
Tumuan lives,

Phenomenon of death adds poetry
and profundity tothe symphony of life.

ring

LG
Towers nes
learves never fall - a stathc, lifebess
wistence. Death lends tho garden of life
its vibraney a reminder that end ings ane
v el as beghnnings in the eternal
ayele of exkstenee
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Public debt:

Donotletit

eclipse thefiscal deficit

The Centre’s plan to adopt debt as s new focus for budget prudence after 2025-26 does hold

merit bud we must not lose track of the fiscal gap, 11 remain a valvable economic indicator

na 2020 address to the nation soon after
the outhreak of covid, Prime Minister

arendra Modi cited age-old wisdom that
sed against losing control of three
"ocushion
's economy from the pandemic's
shock, though, government spending had to
vastly exceed its inflows, taking its fiscal deficit
to 9% plusof GDP in 2020-21, The reversal of
this delt- ng fiscal expansion since then
has followed a glide path with 4.5% as the fisc's
dll]l tobe achieved by the next Union budget—

¥25-26, Asno further target for it has been

set, the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Man-
agement (FREM) Act's goal of 3%
to keep gathering dust. Signalling a shift in
approach, the last budget revealed an intent to
target the level of public debt, rather
s, In subsequent yearsasaw.
keep overspending incheck. This conforms
with the PM's prudent advice of 2020, but
what exactly does it imply?

Official data on the Centre’s debt |)lll‘l|l'[’l
available till end-September, would pl
about halfway between 55% and 60% of GDP,
well above the M ask of 40%. To North
Block, the appeal of golng by this metric might
be its utility in keeping public debt withina
v limit, one that keeps the risk of a debt
trapat bay, Now, so long as the rate of nominal
GDP growth—not adjusted for inflation, L.e.—
exceeds the rate of interest paid ondebt, the
debt-to-GDP ratio will decline (ifthere’s no gap
between revenues and non-interest spending).
It'sthe GDP effect: In a fast-growing economy,
an administration with aceess to affordable
credit can borrow and spend that much more,
although fiscal restraint is still needed to pre-
vent the deficit from overdoing that leeway. In

any case, the aim should be o reduce the public
debt ratio, not just keep it from rising, given
how interest pavments at its current level eat
upsuch a bulky chunk of funds, depriving the
budget of money that could be spent usefully,

Debt that has piled up over the years can also
be inflated away by the expedient ploy of letting
price levels soar, as inflation reduces the real
burden of debt. But this is plainly unfair to the
country, This is also a reason a hawk's eye will

ays need 1o be kept on the fscal deficit. 1

there exist short-run capacity constraints, a
splurge of funds by the state could overheat the
economy and make prices flare up, Keynes had
proposed fscal stimulus only asa device to res-
cueoutput and jobs from a demand slump (like
the pandemic's), Else, fiscal over-reach can be
i anary. Had India's recovery in demand
A% gap may have been a big
waorry for the central bank, whose job isto
retain the mpee’sreal value even ifa fiscal
es rupeesupply spurt. The trend of
ay the carve-up ofa
credit pieis going, This helps assess
hareof the state—versus market—
inthe allocation of an economy's
fiscal bloat involves borrowing that m:
out loans to the private sector, an effect usually
seen in rising bond yields and capital costs.
Admittedly, this has not been the post-2020
case in India, Private investment hasseenonly a

big-spender todrive GDP growth, The ideaw
to'crowd in' private players, but hefty central
outlays on capex now seem like the new normal,
Yet, for faster growth, we still need a broad
revival of | spirits.” And the

will ren “ful economic ind
must not get eclipsed by a focus on public debt.
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Get public-private partnerships
right for target-oriented growth

The UK new government should engage the private sector with deals that achieve public objectives

MARIANA MAZZUCATO

Is prefesser in the economics of nnavation

and public value at University College
Leadon and authes, most recently, of
*Migsioon Ecaneary: A Moonshat Guide 1o
Changing Capltalism'

economy back ontrack afier by
neglect of soclal infrastruc-
wure arwd capital Might triggered by

Brexit and economic unce
slt

aathom d emands a new strategy (o

tackle big problems like child poverty,
k indlustrial base

Tvsalth Inequities, a we
and struggling public infrastmictuee,

What should this look like
department For basiness and 1
green paper tiled Tnvest 2 i
promdsing start, In my own response

churing the pubdic consaltation period, 1

stresaed that an industrial strategy

shaould be orlented around key missions

like achieving net-zero emissions,
rather than specific sector
appears o be doing while it has set
tself five 'misions, they seem more
like goaks with some targe)
bsein g eentral Lo the way governiment
and industry work together,

For Labour to deliver on i
st get
(PP right
UK hael the

it collabc
\l.ah verpayin
Al

Hrexit rel [m\ mlum forexample, the
EEvermnment g
miake cars in the UK. Bt Nissan still

abandomed a planmed expansion at i
Suncerkand pla

& Labiour government has
rious thought to the pukb-
trnent needed oget the
ars of

tainty. The

as London

atherthan

enda, it
pulbslic-private pannerships

o Missan L6 million to

ot and the promised jobs

nevermaterialized,
Likewise, under the failed 'private
Finance initiative” schemes of the 1990s,
the state would pay nflated sums to pri-
vate contraciors tooperate public serv-
ces like prisons, schools and hospleals
before handing them back to the state,
aft e o ot comelitbon amd without any
chear improvement, This approach was
wicledy used For National Health Service
hospduals, with the fest 15 coatr
erating £45 million in fees some
the capital value of the deals) for advis-
ors across the pubdie and private sector,
AUK Treasury |,-. s laters
oy costly it w
Fortunatel
T e s
natlonal development
levw-nterest loans o firms that agree to
decarbsanize, The French government's
covid ballout of Adr France was condi-
el en the carvler curbdng emissions
per prassenger and reducing domestic
I'Iu|.,h by contrast, the UK balled ot
=t with no strings attached, In the
l.:; the CHIFS and Sclence Act requined
A that benefit from public mds o
commit toclimate and workforee devel-
apiment pla pm\ !I|l childeare and

type af pablic-private engsgement,
Rather than belng "unreservedly pro-
it elalms o be i s green
o, dtshould ensure that public
Invesiment targeis clear objectives: to
crowed in private

Consider the UK'S net-2eno-emls-
sloma targed. The state b,

s that private incentive
with public goals, Yet, recent moves
appear to fall short, Prime Minkster Helr
Starmer's deals with Macqu, Black-
stone and others ralsed more than £60
bdllbon without setting o
orbented expectations orensuring that
both risks and rewards are shaved, The
government's support of carbon cap-
ture and storage allows funds to Aow o
ol glants without holding them
accountable in the green transithon,
These deals are structured o achieve
iy cost, whenwhat the UK
uat ks inclusdve and
requires better corpo-
overnance, Growth lselfis not a
ult of public amd pel-
and good growth
L ITthe UK's climate
ing to deliver for peaple

iy aliving wage, P |5 alsa
given to companies that relnvest profits
Instea of using share buybacks,
Thee UK does have some experience
Inshaping markets avound clear goals.
In developing the Oxford- AstraZenec

covidvaceine, London used a risk-and
veward-sharng model inwhich i pro-
vided 05% of the Funding in exchange

For commitments, AstraZeneca would
el the fest B0 million doses o the
UK Now the goversment to donate
-.I;umn]:llhuulnn

:, Energy's aciuisl-
Eulh allowed the
UK gewernment toreap £1.5 billlon in
et as it repabd the public suppsrn it
i got through a profit-sharing deal.
This agreement safeguarded jols and
et consamers costs oon talned,

With a mission-oriented st
UK coubd scaleup and systematize this

10 PEARS 60

Loy

L

and planet, engagement with the pei-
I must reflect confidence, not
thy deploying existing
Wealth Fund
Eritish Energy could
miake adiTerence 1 policy makers get it
rlght. The NWF should wse conditlonal-
ithes for public Investments, provide
o e Hectual property
tesubsi-

e badlouts to move fiems
roward decarbonlzation, improved
work eonsditions and fewer share bay-
backs, The UK must shift from a seetoral
approach ioa misslon-orenied one thast
embraces an owlcomes-oriented form
of PPP, incentivizing the private sector
tevidis s part. Labaour's approach needs
rewnrk, 2024/ PROJECT SYNDICATE

TA !!@U@!!‘_I

A budget tells us what we

can't afford, but it doesn't
kee

pus from buying it.

WILLIAM FEATHER

]

Longevity is usually a reward for being unspectacular

MANU JOSEPH

e

peditics bwecs
tor huls prarty’s

!
reassiring, he
election he contested,

which Indi

|5 & jowmnalist, nevellst, and the
ereator of the Metflix serles,
‘Decouphed

he was not politically
souree of plwer wis i
alw
develnp another souree,

OHiten, endurance is

everything humans do.

n the end, what many tribates o D, Man-
Ingh tried to say, shorn of frills,
wies that the eeonanmist survived lang in
e he posed nopolitlcal threat

: power centre, He wis so
wier bost the only Lok Sabla

For aman who was sakd 1o be incapable of
subterfuge or even offlce politics,
exeel, Dr, Singh thrived in
public afice. He had been governor of the
Reserve Bankof Indla and our most Bamous | al
finance minkster before he became one of
Inalia’s bomygest-serving prime minlsters. And
he conld achieve all thisnot canly bec
had aneconomicvision, but chiefly b
extracrdin
asured that hewould
s need them and that he would never

LAl 's e
person whose presence (5 not spect
This phensmenasn can be seen in .AlI!I.u\[

This lswhy corporate bosses, even when
they claim, *I only hire peaple who
smarier thanme,” typleally don't co th
all, especially when that fict s tooevident in
the smarter” candidate, A nerd with narrow
genius and mo managerial prospects might
Tare well but people whose presenceorrobe
s spectacular ina broad way donet go very
T the tapering hierarchy. Founders and
entreprencurs always pounce onsupe
entas they are at no thireat of bed Imm Nl
bt in a typleal offlee
eften the upper Hmit for

The spects
et the safety of thelraala
thelr chances n entreprenearship, whore
are dependent on‘clients, whoare usu-
ried executives,

The way people celebeate the spect;
itwould appear as though they are wi
back the extracrcinary, But the fact is they
mmaabce L cliffieult for thiose wio are spe
innat be tamed, What the world cel
I8 sueee heoigh it hasa grudging
admiration for the spectacular who o
aged ti i it despite everything e an
naary threw st them, Usually, most spectacu-
Lar people don’t make it very far,

When Manmiohan Singh's political career
strayed into the spectacular, it created an

aakillin

e ha
158

ry. His

toa

nvironment where he could continue w
ul the nation. He had unexpectedly
trumped all the politicking satraps of the
Congress party tobecome prime minkster,
not onee, but twice. The satraps had had
enoargh, His secomnd term was iormernited by
the politicking of those who thought they

cheserved to ke in his seat. cricket, they survive
Naost just that, the Indian threaagh the hyperbole of
|I||(|.<.|||.<'<'l:|:m. whose hera Careers that {':lpl;ua';‘\r_\,why:'iln.\lln-(r:u-
he had been for two dec- ditlonal refuge ofmiddling
:hllu.-..Llrlm‘l:alu-‘l:l:rldlllm:l_\ endure are ‘h:ll:!‘ll'lllnl'}?l‘\'u 11:|[nmlm
enriched, seemed toiurn i whe are past their prime,
agalnst him, They feund typlca"y not Mauostly, the sort of batsmen
tl“:tcl'ml'mlllll,;v‘l sp,ectacu|ar_ whie L:']':l"'i(t':‘lII“:A[]l:nFI
onee foln oclilers il
Ansing w Il;.r:,ll.li:;.rll{,l. Thisissoin ::l: III " r:;’:n“ wibiukra
amusing was thelr lame e ave L0 many
it b e ot staned up o pollucs as we“ them to increase thelr
panty bosses, But then, that . chanceof getting out, Asin
wsprobably theirmaure @S Other fields — mostoflife, soin ¢

toes, For that s the natureof

the average person. That s

Feovw the ordinary survive and evess thrive, by
not taking on the hosses whose power
Favonrs them, At least Singh had the courage
1o pck his battles, In the end, he had sur-
wived In politics for so long that he became
Tormidablewhether he Hked tobe soornot,
Anid he was assailed by his own party.

Evenincricket, nature rewards the osdi-

through a long career. Athletes e
Sachin Tendulkar are mve, They endured for
rhrilliance,

long in splte of thelr spectacu
Usually, peasple at that level shine hright for
a e years and vanlsh, developdng an injury
or losing control of unhealthy habiis. In

thi ordinary encur
the former

through crdinariness,
Endurance s greatness forood inary peo-
il it s compensation forordinariness Can
it be that companies or professions where
[EE an endure for long are usually
apheres in decay™ Like, say, the e
where people last even beyond retireme

Eveninthe antmal wosld, endurance s a
reward for nod helng spectacular, Animals
in the oo, for instance, outlive thelr feral
relatives, Humans too e begun to
endure because we do not have to do any-
thing speects

Cnee, u-m;,.u-.pm( ul; 'Imnun\.u-.(n
e @ warrior or ihlete whee ook many
rishes. Now, the spectacular person |5 som
ome who wishes to enjoy the material 1
Thaose whe live
destined o endure,

Eveninre honal running, th

boeep at it well mluuld age ls o
T averige D L donehy mixing runs
with short wa |lk-. While great sprinters
eventually stop, steady-paced runnerscan
heep going fix

Current Prime Minister Narendes Modl
Tas used his popular charisma i srengthen
lks Tobed, A he, o, las endurec, Though
his case isas rre as Tensdulkar's, Before him,
prime minister whe adership
ular was Indira Gandhi, butina
s more conducive to the rise of

rickio
ntain a

An Impul'l ant gquality, though, of modern
spectacilar lers Is when they
started off their careers, they were not so
spectacular; or never showed that side.
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Many hits, a few misses

DPDF Rules signal MeitY’s balanced approach,
but some concerns still need to be addressed

HE GOVERNMENT'S APPROACH towards implementing the

Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act broadly reflects a

pmgmatl and balanced atrateg)’,mmldenng the complexities

of! d k. Oneofthe

maost commendable aleps is the 45-day window provided for public con-

sultation. This time frame, coupled with the decision to release the draft

rules after the Christmas and New Year holidays, allows key stakeholders,

particularly global technology firms often operating with reduced capac-

ities during this period, an adequate opportunity to participate mean-
ingfully in the feedback process,

The government’s nuanced stance ondatalocalisation is another sen-

sible measure, Ratherthani blanket restrictions,a g ent-

stries toanewl -wm f

: Opmion

ETME START by wishing read-
ers of this column a very
happy, peaceful, and prosper-
GUS new year.

What could Iwish for Indian agricul-
ture, a subject that has been mylifelong
passion and commitment? My dream
would be to see vibrant and suztalnahle

WWW,

® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
2025 OFFERS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY POLITICALLY FOR THE MODI GOVT TO OVERHAUL THE SYSTEM

Reform agriculture

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professce, ICRIER

agriculture which is climat
productivity, brings prosper-

I on a sec-

appointed committee will localisation req

toral basis, E]'lh'l.ll"ll‘]g that critical personal data remains within the
country’ sbordersc Iy when absolutely necessary. This selecti h
balances the need for safeguarding sensitive information with the oper-
ational realities of global businesses. For example, if the health ministry
is of theview that health record of citizens should not go out of the coun-
try, the suggestion will be reviewed through consultations before imple-
mentation, mitigating the risk of disruptions to cross-border data flows.

Equally prudent is the Act’s provision for parental consent in processing
children’s data. By requiring data fiduciaries to verify palemalcument fur
minors under 18 through digital tokens, th
nerabilities children face in the digital world, This mudel strikes a balance
betweensafeguarding children’s privacyand allowing access todigital plat-
forms, It is a more practical alternative to Australia’s lEhlﬂEUWEPF[Dﬂ:h,
where children up to a certain age are barred from accessing social media.
The IJPDPAcl also incorporates mechanisms to ensure transparency and
isions forvaluntary disclosure of data breaches incen-
tivise organisations Izupmal:Hvely report incidents, fostering trust in the
data Pn’JLerllnn ecosystenm. 5i 1y, significant penalties for non-
compliance underscore tk --eguardmgp-erwnaldata Auldi-
tionally, the thought that a two-year transition period should be given to
businesses to complywith the Act reflects the government’s commitment
toensuring a smooth shift to the new framework.

Electronics and information technology (IT) minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw has clarified in the past that the DPDP Act adheres to the principles

blished by the Puttaswam; which upholds the balance
between privacy and transparency, Exu.tlng laws mandating disclosure
of public servants” information will remain unaffected, addressing fears
of diminished accountability. It's a fact that by fostering collaboration
with stakeholders, prioritising sectoral needs, and adopting practical
measures like parental consent mechanisms, the ministry of electronics
and [T (MeitY) has taken a significant step toward ensuring robust data
protection while minimising disruptions to industry,

But there is a flip side as well. Retention of broad discretionary powers
under the guidelines leads to policy unpredictability, leaving too much
room for the povernment toact ona case-by-case basis This could hamper
compliance efforts, as stakeholders struggle with unclear rules and incon-

istent enforcement. The amhigulty anr] pulentlal ]egal Lha]]engea may
benefit law firms, while busir -
pliance costs and 1 1i

g Also, +h»entimpmmuan
betime-consuming, while data pmlel:tlr.m has become anurgent need for
the citizens. Overall, such debates are inevitable and healthy,and the gov-
ernment would dowell to fine-tune the new rules further after extensive
discussionswith stakeholders. Afterall,alot isat stakeas the new rules will
bring in a massive change in how India views and uses the internet.

Musk, critics both wrong
about free speech on X

ELOM HUSKISmaﬁee gpeechfl,ghtnuelhlsdeclsmnwdenwnemethecr.lntent
" America Great Again (MAGA) criticswh .ntus

X What is most remar
ledge the simple truth of ho
free or otherwise, works on social media. It's worth taking a moment to darlf'_v
what free speech means in the context of those platfumls

ch,

isthat idles fail toack

The most fund: 1 fact about h isthatittakes twoto
tango: the userand the platform. You, the user, produce the content — commonly
described in the ind UGC, for user. d content. The platfiorm takes

that content and, using its algorithm, sends it out o other users, pour audience.
Both actors ial, and both are 1 in tandem. Nothing

would be said on social media without the user to produce content. No one would

knowwhat you said without the platform to publish the content. Hence, every acton

ity to peasants, and, above all, irmproves
the real wages of farm workers who are
literally at the bottom of the economic
pyramid. It is only by Ialsjng productiv-
lt'_v tl\at [mila can rein in food inflation,

lately.
Vegetable mflatLon, at 2990 :and potato
inflation of 67%) in November 2024,
has humbled the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), not allowing it to reduce tha repo
rate. That is simply tragic.

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment has made it clear that 2024 was
the warmest year since 1901, and the
temperatures were 0.9°C higher in
2024 than the long period average.
Earlier studies by sclentists of the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research predicted thatanincrease in
temperature by 1°C ran the risk of
reducing wheat output by 5%. Wheat
is likely to be the most impacted by
heat spikes in February when grain for-
mation is taking place.

Although the FPrime Minister
released 109 varieties of various crops

that in the last three years or so, there is
awide gap inthe government estimates
of wheat production and what the pri-
vate trade believes. No wonder wheat
prices have been under pressure, and
povernment stocks meagre. The govern-
ment is trying to supress prices by
releasing wheat at about ¥2,300/quin-
talin the open market operations, while
the minimum support price for the
forthcoming season is £2,450/quintal,
and the economic cost to the Food Cor-
ration of India is about
2,600 /quintal, This is
simply dumping and
anti-farmer.

PM Narendra Modi
wants to transform India
into Viksit Bharat by
2047, but this cannot be
achieved unless farmers'

If India wants to
realise the dream of der how our
Viksit Bharat, we
need to find business
maodels that make our T-_‘_I.ectlun Commission is
il

models that make our development
process more inclusive. So far, we have
not been very successful in that. And
whenwe fail todoit,we lean towards the
revdi culture of freebies, which runs
throughall political parties — beitinthe
name of ladli behna or ladli ladki, as was
the case in Maharashtra's recent Assem-
bly elections. Even now, the Aam Aadmi
Party is promising to give ¥18,000 a
monthtopujaris and granthis if theyare
voted back to power in Delhi. India can-
not progress with such
doles, nay bribes, for
wvotes. As honest taxpay-
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Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar

India is no longer a nation with a potential. It is

a nation rising with unmatched infrastructure
growth, just to illustrate, four airports and one metro
systern every year for the last few years

¥4 lakh crore. Add to it the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
Kisan) and Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), and one would easily
cross €5 lakh crore out of a Budget of
about 45 lakh crore {FY25). All these
need to be rationalized, and one can
easily save at least €1 lakh crore that
canbeinvested back in agriculture and
rural areas for building basic infra-
structure, ranging from roads and
water harvesting to upgrading agri-
mandis and rural haats.

But how do we rationalise these
mega subsidies and so-called welfare
programmes? The fertiliser subsidy
needs tobe merged with PM-Kisan and
given to farmers directly on a per
hectare basis, while fertilizer prices
need to be deregulated and freed.
Micro-managing prices for each urea
plant, and then informally controlling
even di-ammonium phosphate prices,
wh,en intheory th,e'_v are relatively free,

iniscent of the socialist era of the

money is being frictered
away. | wonder why our

t on such ludicrous

development process pomises. Will the

and farm  workers' more inclusive Supreme Courtstepinto
incomes img ignifi- among
cantly. We cannot have |pelitical parties on elec-

Indiasprinting when its feet are made of
clay. The Periodic Laboul Force Survey

tion promises that are damaging our
demnr.racy’-‘ Most of these are a waste of

(including wheat) that are supy to
be climate-resilient, the challenge of
taking them from the scientistslabs to
farmlands remains daummg. This is
because the government's agri-exten-

skon network is the weakest link in the
production 5 .

Agri-RED as well as agri-extension
need a major boost in the coming Bud-
getifIndian agriculture is to be climate-
resilient. In this context, it may be noted

rural

areas (lndudln,g farm wages) have stag-
nated and even marginally declined in
thelast five years. This should havebeen
the primary topic of constructive dis-
cussion in Parliament and mainstream
media asitimpactsthe lives of millions.
Instead, our Parliament was paralysed
overaremarkon Ambedkar. Whata pity!
If India wants to realise the dream of
Viksit Bharat, we need to find business

payers' money, who feel helpless and
cheated having paid their due.

Coming back to reformi
ture, politically, for the Modi
ment at the Centre, 2025 seems a
golden chance as the parliamentary
elections are far away. The big expen-
ditures in rural areas, including agri-
culture, are going from the central
Budget. Look at food and fertiliser sub-
sidies. Both together are likely to cross

gricul-

USSR. The timidity of successive gov-

ernments is reflected in the fact that
urea prices have not been revised since
2012, whileall other commaodity prices
‘have gradually risen. This is not helping
either the peasantry, productivity, or
the planet, as it is leading to inefficient
use and massive diversions.

Simnilarly, food subsidy must be tar-
geted and given in the form of digital
coupons to be spent on, say, 20 nutri-
thous food items. The MGNREGA needs
tobe dovetailed with agri-work and PM
AwasYojana, The wholesystem needsan
overhaul. It can be done if the Modi gov-
emment is bold and remains focused,
Else,lam afraid, India will keep limping
with occasional falls and injuries in its
race to Viksit Bharat by 2047,

Views are personial

A step forward, but not without concerns

ARUN PRABHU
ARYA TRIPATHY

head partner, and

partraer, Cyril Amarchand Margaldas

The draft rules of the data protection law, if retained
as is, could present hurdles for implementation,
require businesses to make expensive adjustments

Maoving a step closer towards the
implementation of Indias maiden
data protection law, the government
has released the draft Digital Personal
Data Protection Rules, 2025, for pub-
lic consultation.

The rules make an earnest attempt to
bring procedural clarity on some building
blockslike notice Consent
managers, retention periods for certain
businesses, certain data principal rights,
and hrear:h notification, but not i\nthnul

While this emphasis on itemised
details may help transparency and
accountability, it will mean that busi-
nesses have tosatisfyademanding, rigid,
and expensive consent regime. Given this
Inrlamd enti o [ advised
to exarning their existing notices, griev-
ance redress and data principal right
mechanisms tomeet timelines forimple-
mentation.

Substantial details about qualifica-
tions, functions, and obligations of con-

parema] consent, obligations of sl,gnlr-
cant data fiduciaries, exemptions, and
lmp]ememal:lnn timelines, and reviving

to rest, such as cross-border data tlam-

fers,and use of algorithms,
Thelong-awaited rules, published fol-

lowing much discussion and inter-min-

ation, will be open for public

aplatfon thines your sy 1 choice of what
Asamatterof Jattir, it lami
Ty peechrights —and g Thatmeanst
could not censor this column without vl.olatlngm}r First
rights an, berg's. Similarly, tt
mmmulﬂmunsarymuspeedmnsada]nudlatrhep]at-

form's First Amendment right to curate and publish your

- content d Last June by th Court in
fe the landmark Moody v, NetChoice case )
A So,when the MAGA folks claim that X has violated their

free speech rights by taking away their ability to monetise
theircontent, they aren't using the concept of free speech in

NOAH

for at least 45 days. Once
Fnallsed certain parts of the rules
(largely, dealingwith the Data Pmnecnnn

sent managers, averyimpor-
tant part of India's new data ecosystem,

menting reasonable security measures
forpreventingdata hmadt,meruhgspec
ifyalistof

Significant data fiduciaries, to be
ldentlﬂed by officers who will be
d for thi are required

ing access control, Inglepults deplny
ment of encryption tools, tokenisation,
masking, and requiring fiduciaries to
contractually obligate processors to
ensure data security.

The rules prescribe a demanding,
“one-size-fits-all” requirement for
reporting data breaches to the DPE and
data principals, without regard to the
harms resulting from breach The repart-
ing is required to be done promptly and

to meet much hlghe'r requirements,
These include annual impact assess-
ments and audits, with key findings
going tothe DPB.

Much more concerningly, the rules
seem to risk reviving two key concerns
which many had felt were put to rest. For
significant fiduciaries, the government
may require identified data tobe kept in
India. The rules also provide for addi-
tional rules tobe specified forall entities

intherules Entities
must be in P in

5l

in 72 hours, Given this

Board or DPB)and correspondi
the DPA, will come into force upon their
publication, Therest of theruleswill come
intoforce onalaterdate, tobe specifiedin
the final rules.

The Rules require that notice for
consent be fDI speclﬂed purposes
throughadi thatiseas-

inrelation tocross-borderd
These [currently open-ended) require-
mems can have a mammaoth impact on

India, have a m background, businesses
net worth, and a suitable The release of the o isit thesuf-
technology platform to draft rules marks an ficiency of their existing
apply for registration as a important step measures around report-
consent manager. On get- iz ing to see if they can meet
tlngmghtlatlogr?,theywlll tonvarcls l?mﬂl\l!m tl\ge demanding new
actas“datablind interme- enforcing, and requirements.

diaries”that enable data  strengthening data Another subject for
principals to grant (or protection norms entities to worry about is
reject) consents in India “veriflable consent” from

data fiduciaries who are
onboarded with consent
managers. They are required to act on
behalf of individuals and help exercise
data protection rights, while avoiding
anyconflict of interest. Defaults by con-

y. They don't have

tional right to free speech that they can exercise against

Musk or X, The platform can choose to de-platform them,

and the'y couldn't invoke the First Amendment to get back

Indeed, if th tried tosay th

X had to re-platform them that effort would violate X's First Amendment rights.
The MAGAusers can plauglbl}rsay to Musk that by tahnﬂ away theirability to

monetise thelrcontent,he tment he made

toallow users to express any point of viewon the plarfulmwlthcensulsl'up_Tu the

FELDMAN

tloomierg

extent that Musk promised that sort of non-legal, g titutional “free speech™
on X, ha'shroken the rules. Musk, foehi :\an‘ ! d hen hy
“theFirst Amend protection is for h)not*paid speechffs"IFX were
B (whichitisn't),and the Fi applied toit {which it does-
n't), the go allewed to punish kers by taking away
pportunity — like isation — based on th ko pnlntnfweu[mpus

ing sucha punishmentwould count as 1al o freespeech.
Of course, Musk is not applying First Amendment free speech principlestohis
platform. If he wants to allow diverse viewpoints on X, that's fine — and it's his
First Amendment right as the ownerof X. But he hasn't committed to following the
zame highly restrictive rules that would apply to him if he were the government.
The upslwt isthat lfwe want to be honest and accurate, we should recognise
that he First Amendment right of usersand the
platfn:mtu gpeak|mmlyandwltlw it e p- Beyond that, plat-
forms thatwant f perspectivesshould be clear what
rules they use to moderate speech.mhemlse,we may forget how the new free
speech really works — and lose the very First Amendment rightswe all hold dear.

Regd. No: DL -21048/03-05. R NI Nn'znrw}m Printed and Published by R.C. Malhatra on behalf of The Indian Exp

Marg, Hew Delhi-110002, 2500 {Caver pr

ll}runderstandabl.e.T‘hlg notice must,at
the least, provide descriptions of per-
sonaldata, the specified purpose of pro-
cessing, list goods or services and use
cases tobe enabled through processing,
and provide clear means for exercising
data principal rights.

sent gers could result in cancella-
tion or suspension of registrations, in
addition tothe fines underthe DPA. The
details provided are timely, but kick-
startlngoonsem actlwt]egwl]]cmtlnue
tod andards
that are imminent.
Underlining the inpartance of inyple-

HE EDITOR

Alternate avenues for a
familiarissue

Apropos of "Preparing for Trumg.
20"FE, January &), India must adopt
multifaceted strategies to face
President-elect Donald Trump's
threats of impaosing 100% tariff an
Indian exports and & tough stance an
H-1B visas. India showld clear his
dissatisfaction over india's high tariff
onAmerican exports as he thinks that
India indubges in de-dollarisation

endeavours with BRICS members.
Hence, India must impose moderate
tariffs on American exports and
improve its bilateral ties with the US to
focus new avenues for expansion.
Further, India should diversify its tech
and energy partnership, fiortifying ties
with other global players to reduce
dependance an the US. India could
utilise Trump's move to put China
wnder control and mitigate its
domination over the South China Sea.
~hR Magarajan, Sivakasi

at Thee Ing

, electronic urukhemlse in

whnle orin part Mthuul Dnor

parents for processing
children'’s data. Before
dealing with children's data, entities
must reliably verify age and identity of
parents based on already available data,
ordata provided voluntarily, or through

i faeveral p Ter-
hapg even more concerningly, the rules
also prescribe open-ended "additional
duediligence”for the use of “algorithmic
software”by significant data fiduciaries,

Greater clarity on each of the above,
during the consultation process on the
rules, will be very helpful,

Therelease of the draft rules marks an
important step towards recognising,
enforcing, and strengthening data pro-
tection norms in India, Where retained
as s, they could potentially present hur-
dles for implementation, require busi-
nesses to make expensive adjustments,
and m. inconsent

services of a government
body that maintains virtual tokens
including DigiLocker service providers.
This seems to come with an added due
diligence obligation tovet the authen-
ticity of the data provided for verifica-
tion purposes, which may be financially
onerous, especially for small entities,

India’s nuclear pioneer

The passing of Rajagopala
Chidambaram, & distinguished
physicist and key architect behind
India's nuclear programs, marks the
end of an efa in India's scientific and
strategic landscape. His contributions,
particulary in the 1974 and 1998
nuchesr tests, have left an indelible
mark on the nation's defense and
technological advancement. He was
an instrumental figure inindia's

data principals. Given this background,
effective public consultation and dia-
logue is critical, and businesses should
use the period leading up to implemen-
tation ofthe ruleswisely,both to provide
their comments and to prepare for the
implementation of the final rubes.

nuclear joumey. As the Chief
Contraller of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation, he
played a pivotal role in shaping the:
nuclear tests of 1974, dubbed Smiling
Buddha. In 1998, his leadership and
wision were critical to the successful
execution of the Pokhran-ll tests,
cementing India's place as a global
muclear player.

~Zanjay Chopra, Mohali

wite ta us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Budget: It must aim to engineer
India's economic transformation

The target of Viksit Bharat by 2047 requires the budget to balance tmmediate challenges with long-term development goals

£ &
ld%‘é,

PRACHI MISHRA
|s professor of economics at Ashoka University
and director and head of Ashoka lsaac Centre
fr Pubic Policy.

hile anmual Im(l;nul\ e
routine affairs in advanced
economies, they hold special
significance m(-ml::g

acy has evolved from a mere accounting exercise
oy hecome a crucial platform for artieulating the
government's economic vision, As India
approaches its budget for Ascal 2025-26, the
stakes are particularly high, given the complex
global and domestic lenges at hand.

The international I:mcl W presents multiple
challenges. Ongoing geopolitical tensions From the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, West Asian develop-
ments, recent US election outcomes and China’s
o issues all contribute to global economic
uncertainty. These external factors can signifi-
cantly influence India’s economic planning and
podicy decisions.

At the same time, India's domestic economy
Faces several pressing issues. Economic growth has
shown concerning signs, with the second quarter
of 2024- 25 recording a seven-guarter low of 5
Thisslowdown promped the Reserve Bank of
Inddia (RED to reduce its 2024-25 growth forec
dowmward by Ea[JIuHh]JI ints o e
pressure
& bendd tor an wpward revi-
sl :sl’il.l.in!'luliu n projection by S hasis points to

equity market outflows and volatile il markets.
RBI's recent adjustments o CRR (cash reserve

requirements reflect its efforts to manage
tightening lquidity conditions.

Against this backdrop, the 202526 budget must
adhdress three critical pillars that will shape Ind
Journey towards developed-nation status. each
presenting unique challenges and opportunities
that demand careful policy calibra

First, Inelia woulbd need o maintain an 8%
growth rate in nominal per capita dollar terms to
achieve “Viksit Bharat' by 2047, a target that
requires a sustained focus beyond short -term eco-
nomie fluctuations. This growt h trajectory would
. riach upper middle-income
E 5 by 2031 and high-income status by 2045,
Assuming about 1% population growth, 2-3°
depreciation, this would be equivalent to 11-12
mominal GDP growth., W hlh Ihl-. |argd aligns with

.'fn’rw{. on rm]:l.c:g‘mt
L:mkr!! connect tinn h(ll\\ een Indd

mq):m.el |:|lr|]JNN‘][II![[\I'l!lJl'I.I!rl.\\A.'hl
economies and other emerging markets are con-
tracting, Yet, India's procuction and exports are

Mission Viksit Bharat
India must expand outpat at 8% annually in

nominal per capita dollar terms and create
mare jobs.
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basic yet powerful principle of ' comparative

:|cl\':mlagr Aci ul(lin.glu |I1i-. pn'n.: 'L]Jh'. alabour-

our-intensive
ko import goods which ite
.Ili omparatively high ‘opporunity cost.

The scdution to this paradox would be essential

VIEWS

MONDAY, G JANUARY 20025

13

NEW DELHL

togenerate high-quality employment opportuni-
ties. We coubd benefit from a strategic focus on
soctors that combine strong export potential with
igmifi job creation . particularly
imthe textile industry, and in high value agricul-
1urﬂ procuction.
-m'IJI\'\.clmal ||m\.c'ml. 1 l.lg'nlf:mnl

Fimally, India
monitoring. Despite the goves m:ont
efforts at al consolidation and implementation
of transparent and prodent budgetary frame-
works, the country’s debt-to-G P ra ||Iumntu|m-.
toexceed thatof comparable
C currently allocates close to-4)°

necessitatescareful delever:
improve soverelgn rating
e for development
The time may alsok
ing an independent Fisc
mended by the FREBM Review Committes and
the I5th Finance Commission. Such a body could
complement government effors by providing inde-
pendent forecasts of key macroeconomic variables
and by mondtoring fiscal developments, enhancing
the credibility of India’s fiscal Framework.

Overall, the 2025-26 budget represents a cruclal
oppartunity to signal India’s sconomic direction
and vision. Achieving developed-economy
is possible through sustained macroeconamic
political stability, coupled with continued inv
ment in physical ; igital . How-
5 ¢ tepend on effective
implementation of policy decisions.

The budget must balance immediate economic
challenges with long- n development goals.
While maintaining fiscal prodence, it needs to
ereate conditions for sustainable growth, employ-
ment generation and structural transformation.
impaortantly, the focus must be on swift and
iv a mll 'iulm-.

t':ll]llj Inﬂumm' India's (ll'\'(‘](lnllh nt1|ajc'r1<s|}
over the next two decades, As India aspives to
reloped nation, the mantra must be
mplement. implement,” turning
vision into reality throwgh decisive action and
efficient ¢ ion. Best wishes for 2025 toall
Economic ity readers.
These are the autfor's persoral dews,
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The ‘Asian Aunty’is smashing
ageist and gender stereotypes

Aunty' leaders are tackling a widely normalized form of ‘othering'

-

A
KARISHMA VASWANI
|s a Bloomberg Opéinlon columnist covering
#Asia poltics with a special focus on China.

aslgn of respect, has alse become a way to
Inclicate ast her prime, [t
isn't unusual to hear younger men and
women call their older female colleagues
or friends “aunties” 45 a put-down, anly
halfin jest. But now some Asian women are
challenging that marrative, and offering
alternative models of ageing.
Politically. these women are important:
They vote in greater numbers than before.
arties from India to Indons
targeting female voters. €
around the region should take note. It
makes economic sense bo dothis, By 20050,
the number of people aged S0 or olderwill
reach 2.1 billion globally

, mostly women.
They play a pivotal role insociety, a5 pro-
Wl |(h'l\1)rlh”(|"lll(‘ elder care and domes-
i Jabsotnr., This unpaid or underpaid work
allows families to work and save more,
Indlirectly contribat Inglul[.]]l';m:-wlh Yet
they are too often eo by excluded
and socially marginalized, and vulnerable
toabuse, ne i

Ageing can be grine. Put aside the physi-
cal |mlmont:|]:l|'dc-r|a |l:'an perh:

. []I1('l|][\\'u[lt!3])|0l1 y harbour ageist
attitudes, according to the 2021 World
Health Organization’s Global Report on
Ageism. [V's the mast socially normalized
prejudice, and ke many others, relies on
the concept of ‘othering.” where weseea
gmuptsl'nc\uph'm.Iml:l_uu:l]:kﬂ)uru'l\c".
Isthat most of us grow

in media and often u:ntlmi In consumer,
also
and assumed to be
incompetent, & this study notes.

Tt can be even more of an issue in Asian
veetanjali Shree writes in Tomh
afSand, whichwon the 2002 Booker Prize.
Her work explores themes of invisibility
among Indian women, often considered a
 where despite mu progress,
still the priority in fan s and
hree's ohservations of the in
lI\ 5 of women are strewn through he;
books, “We always knew meother had a weak
spine.” her debut novel Mai begins. “Those
who constantly hend get this problem.”

Increasingly thoagh, older Asian women
are refusing tobe invisible, Zeenat Aman.
i1 Bolbywood star from the 70s, has found a
new life for herself on social media as she

Geetanjali Shree's literary work is an
iR piration to many. L

ages, “Which genius decided that aunty’ &
aderogatory term?” she wrote on |
gram, calling out the prejudice against
olderwomen, “I'man aunty, and proud.”

Addressing the taboo of ageing was also
the thinking behind Lisa Ray'scontenton
social media. The actor. author and entre-
preneur has refashioned herself in her
early Aftbes, breaking negative stereotypes
about women “of ¢ 1 age

“Extreme ageism in India
tells me from Dubai, where s S
“Comments online say things like ‘old
aunty, why are you wearing this?' That is
general attitude. Women of a certain
g are expected to present themselves in
acentain way, know their place and follow
the seript. Seciety doesn't like it when they
are different.”

Older people nw:l o be respected in
wisdom cultur R s
that's nod the case anymore. Women were
rebeased from their responsibilities by
pointand could helpto pass down life les-
sons tothe next generation. T
now have the archetypal image of the

5
Ray s not alome. An anomymous Sin
|1urm|m|i|-.1 nhcm-at tJu-n ume ‘niceaun-

dmptslm I:ilculm\'hnh-\wlh! heldl
ant,” she said in a recent podcast.
“That tome is really being an auntie.”
Hyper-sexuall mofyounger women,
combinedwith an antiquated view ofolder
Females, s deeply rooted inour youth-oh-
sessed culture. This can make the entire
experience of growing olderan exercise in
hemiliation, compounded by alack ofvisi-
bility in the workplace and public eye. For

you w

the vast majority of Asian women, particu-
larly in emerging economies with large

and education to express themselves.
Still, women like Amian and Ray are help-
imgteyeraft a fresh narrative for a new cohort
ofolder Asian women; one that isn't content
with fading into the background. S0 in
2025, I'd like to suggest that If you're an
aunty like me, then wear that title prowdly,
bewhoever you please and refuse tocomply
with sterestypes. The next generation will
thank us forit. EBLOOMBERG

The Digital Data Protection rules have hits and misses

RAHUL MATTHAN

but not so much th
cumbersome, T

|s @ partrer at Trilegal and the
author of 'The Third Way-

the government h;
n the procoss gre

Indla’s Revolutionary Approach  on data fiduciaries.
to Data Governance'. His X liulo 6 provides a definition ulthq II'lm
handie is @matthan bl security measu

e draft Digital Personal Data Protec-
tion (DPDF) Rule
and the long wait
heenworthit, There is enough detailin the
rules togive businesses the clarity they need,
becomes

finally withus | the
for the miost part

where [believe

significant data fiduciaries-

Iy increased the burd

weell alomieand allowed indivicheal cl:ml'lduﬁ-
arles to determine w
v combext. By
to put in place all these measures, its
cl:.kpmnullmn itely increasing the burden on
small data fiduciaries.

Alse of concern is the manner in which
iles have extended the data breach
notification obligations. While the Act
requires data fiduciaries to provide notice
“in the event of " a personal breach, the
rules state that intimation must be made
“as soon as the [ iduciary becomes
aware ofit.” Asanyone whe's been involved
in a breach incident will tell you, knowl-
edge accumulates incrementally during
such situations, and while it is easy to lden-
tify that something is going wrong, it is
usually hard to tell whether this is because

inSectionSofthe DPDE Act.
Fiduciaries now have toput in pla

saresult, data
et al 10. -|l

promised, even though it was not. The mose.
I the less likely they are to pay
point that
all notifications are false alarms. What's
that the Data Prodection Board will
o inundated with breach notifications
it will simply :mt]:-r:ﬂ:-lc o take action
where requin -
ernment hd opportu-
mity toreframe how a data

k th could be handled. I o reside in a for-
Notonlyhastandered. AN S€t A global - il
that appoertunity, it has law enforcement awtheri-
IJIan'crl TIH ih abu I'[lt'lll :n exa mple for ties will nc.l\'ril"ab;- alﬂcll Lo
the - 4 s to it Rather

i |r:.|::ll1“m:|l‘- age ga“ng bUt requir :;’I:u:iim]'( :“1:::1‘

el others would incurth -ahle cost
1'h|:i huruz.l. us to Rule of building domestic data
I2;!I.;:1Ic11_hr; .u_n-:ﬂ:! wiyin O\i’erburden r('m]nlzﬂ; the ﬁn\'(llmm;‘nl
which it is bringing d - .. would be well advised to
ocalization back into con- data flduclarleﬁ negotiate treaties with as

sideration. Eversince Jus-

Some provisions

seven distinet types of meas
ard agpainst data breaches, While [h:l\mlu
argument with as many meastre e
essary to protect data, why all data fiduc
bes must implement i CETITIEASUTE
hevond me. Section 8 only required data
Fiduciaries o take reasonable security safe-
guards, The government should have left

oould ¢

fowuned no-cr umpll:mt T?I|H-l)|1!3|'l’t'|1||l1|t’l\q

= panic among data fduwei.
whaowill have been told their data was com-

tice  Srikrishna  first

included the concept in the 2008 draft of
Indias data protection law, T have argued
against thisinsistence on the phy
agre of dlatain India. Thankfully
cpuent draft of the Law has diluted this con-
ep.and the DPDP Act all but did away with
it With Rule 1244 suggesting that significant

ies

data Aduciaries may have to locallze certain
categories of personal data, it feels like the
government issneaking ina provision that
we all believed we'd see

assuming that i dat: E
the territory of India, it will be easier to
access. Thisisnot the case,
Just as it B wrong to assur

managers were expected to do. They had
bee i

A empowerment and protec-
tom 'Il(‘hl[N ture, and consent managers
should be treated as such.

Similarly, we now have much-needed
clarity on age-gating and how the obliga-
thons under the law can be met. Regular
readers know that I've been making a case
for age tokens. IFcoupled with privacy-pre-
ich as zere-knowl-
polge- proof), this will allow data Aduciaries
o comply with the requirements under
'I I:m‘iul’ll’ul Actwithout having topro-

y jurisdictions asit can
to secure faster and more
effective data access. After all. no matter
what laws we put in place, it is likely that
somiedata we really need willbe lying some-
where outslde our grasp.
Diespite these concerns, the rules have
shone alight on ma rots of the DPDP
Act. There was confusion over what consent

matiomn. Rulbe 10 has pro-
12 begal basis for just such a framewaork,
and Lam: glad tosee that fiduciaries can
muapped to

identity and age.

All we need is for some entity (like the
Unigue Edentification Awthority of India) to
Issue age tokens_and data fiduciasies will be
al)lc't use those to ensure they only process

the il data of a child with parental
consent. This ks ene of the maost advanced
concepts proposed in the rules. IF imple-
bed, this could become the age-gating
ample for the rest of the world to adopt.
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Some concernsin
upbeat RBI report

ve Reserve Bank of India’s (RET) Financial Stabil-
I ity Report has preseited a healthy picture of the
Indian bﬁ.l.'lll'i.ng system, It has noted thl.J‘imprm:\i‘

per
parameters, especially asset quality. Bad loans fell to a
12-year low of 2.6%in September 2024, The net non-per-
forming assets were at 0.6% of the book. For years, In-
dian banks, especially the ones in the public sector, had
suffered from poor and declining asset quality, requiring
Tresh capital infusion and writing off of bad loans. So the
latest disclosures are welcome, Banks have also shown
an |mma5c in profitability. Most banks will mmmn well

COMMENT

AGLOBEDIVIDED

Will multilateralism survive?

Flawed but essential,
multilateral forums require
cooperative frameworks if
theymust result inglobal
stability
KANICA RAKHRA

s the new year dawns, optimism
ofter fills the air. People set new

world order and have a vested interest
inmaintaining it

Yet, since 20200, several countries
have begun w call for change, Notable
discussions include: “Upholding the
UN Charter,” initiated by Viemam an 9
January 2020; “Uphuldmg Mulnlau-r—
alismandthe L
System” convened by Chllla on May 7,

Reformed Multlateralism”® (NORMS)
furthersignals the desire fora fresh ap-
proachtoglobalceoperation, However,
s new mubtilateral groupings, ke the
G20, BRICS and the Quad emerge, they
often do so in a piccemeal and tempo-
rary fashion, carving out niches thar fail
to ddress the larger structural issues
plaguingﬂwmullilmrals_\arm.

2021; “New Orientation for

Multilateralism” organised by India
on December 14, 2022 md"mmlue
e

s k fior . Bust this

througk

the UNCharter”. mm.rmd

sptmu{n‘ru.ws] :md]:rqgrssxsm mir-
In

hy Russl:l on Apnlzn 023,

I'au the mutikateral world finds itsell
4 crossroads, struggling to remain
n':lcvnmnnd effective.
The crisis facing muliilateralism has
bu:nyrarsimhcmnk'aﬂ.cdtimufr}m

d and healthy even if the macr i
Tl]ﬂ'ﬂ'll.‘l'll WOrSens.

‘While this is a positive, there is cause for concern in
some areas, The unsecured retail loan book has shawn
weakness, with an increase in write-offs. The RBI said
this could be because of asser quality degradarion in the
segment and a dilution of underwriting standards. The
unsecured loan book has accounted for a large part of
the new loans in the retail segment. The microfinance
sector, which tends to cater t low income households,
hasseen weakness, Thereis highin-
debredness among borrowers with
multiple loans. Consumer credit
below a particular threshold and
gold loans showed siress. What is
elear from all this is that the part of
\‘lwemnormrthm consists of small
borrowers is not doing well. So the
report is as much a comment about
the financial stanes of ordinary per-
sons as about the banks that deal
with them. This should be seen with
the fact that bad loans among large
borrowers have shown a declining
trend, which showsthat theeconom-
ically better segments of society are
not experiencing as much stress as the weaker sections.

The reporthas forecast a GDP growth of 6.6%in 2024-
25, though it had recently fallen to 5.4%, There is hope
thatan |nm:asc1nrum| ourmrwmn hl,ghcraw:mrmn.tl

Profitability
of Indian
banksison
therise, but

small
borrowers
areunder
stress

mentisoften adistraction, :mmeﬁemm
processthatdilutes meaningful action.
Theychampion bilateralgm ordirect
nmegotiations between two nations asa
maore pragmatic approach 1o solving
problems. Muliilateral forums are
of fostering stagnation, pro-

ducing watered-down resolutions and
failing 10 make significant strides on
core global issues. And while some of
these critiques carry weight, they miss
an important poine: multilaceralism,
s Mavws, remains indispersabile.
e Enst Asian Summit and the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) meetings continue to sarve as
eritical platforms for regional cooper-
ation. NATO summits, the G20 presi-
& i

command global attention.

The problem is not the existence of
these forums but rather the way they
:aperalr The negotiation of vague lan-

e, the expansion of mandates and
l:h: ution of focusin many groupings
all hinder progress and fail ro address
theurgent challenges facing the world.

A glaring example of these systemic
slnmmamng wns the Summit of the
Futre held in S iber 2024, This

L China chooses tofo-

fthesey

cus on the centrality of the UN system
as it stands today, referring to the con-
tinued relevance of the 5, The Russian

dhiffers

poru\m. cannot rwhmaun.ﬁcd oM

Whether it's the US, Lhm_ India, or
Russia, each power has its own vision
ofwh il earaliemehea AL
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SPEAKOUT

Opposition parties’ jobisnot just to make
accusations, Allegations should
bemade with documentsand
allegations should be proved,
Baselessallegations should

A

nothemade.

Siddaramaiah,
Hamataka (M

There is one rule for politicians all over the

world: Don't say in power what you say in
opposition; if vou do, you only have to carry out
what the other fellows have found impossible.

John Galswortivy

llike,
As these visionscollide, the world risks
fragmenting intocompeting spheresol
influence, with noclear path forward,
Thesuceessof multilateral diplomacy
in the pastwas rooted in the shared rec-
ognition that working together offered
long-termbenefits forall, The workd was
morgeconomically unstable, and global
cooperation was often Scon &s a means.
o secure a better tomorrow. Today,
however, Stateactors ace more
on short-term strategic gains, and the
prospectof a better, more unified fumre
seems distant, Yet, the truth remains: if
AT COMELE B priccitise marmowna:
wonal imterests over oollectiveglobal wel-
larc theconsequences will be el byall,
ite the many challenges, there
wsull ope. Countries must recognise
rhar the future of multilateralism is
not about preserving the sains guo
but about evelving 1o meet the needs
of a rapidly changing world. Impruv
ing mv:mauonnl norms and ereating

" it global
east nefghbour, stating that wh-le the
prmnplesufthr UN charter need to be

fra for thar ex-
tend bevond strategic alliances will
not amly benefit national interests but

inggapin the

System |h'a| requines wrgent atention
andnecessary chnge.

The Indian version comes closer to

the Russian one, which states that the

1
global order,

However, achicving this vision will
notbe easy. Geopolitical tensions, such
astheongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict

normative process of
is mecessary but systemic change
is equally important if the multilat-
eral world would want progress in

event, which was billed as 2 major
opportunity, included discussions on
critical issues such as climare change,
deueloomen: pedce and secuity and
th le development

suppon beteer growth. Inflation msy beoum maoderate,
buthowmuchsupportmonetary policycangive togrowth
will continue to be a question. It expects the imvestment
scene to be better, with corporates reporting better
results. But the vulnerabilities arising from stretched
equity valuations and irrarional exuberance of market
participants exist. India shoukd also be prepared for ad-
verse geo-political sitwations, and protective trade and
industrial policies:as pursued by other governments. The
report sounds a warning about rising global publie debt
whichcan pose arisk tothe international financial system.

Pay heed to ASHA
workers’demands

wer 42,000 ASHA (Accredited Social Health Ac-

tivist)workersin Kamatakawill goonanindefinite

strike from January 7 to demand fixed and better
wages and recognition for their efforts in healthcare
delivery. Asacrucial partof the National Health Mission,
ASHA workers bridge the gap between people and the
healtheare system, especially in rural areas, Although
classified asvolunteers, they are, in reality, the backbone
OfVarious government campaigns covering immunisa-
tion rnalh h
Theirresponsit
concucting health educati
mgancxﬂsmhenhhmrelm nmrp,mahsaclmmmmuﬁ
Often working in remote areas, ¢ Iht:\' act as lifelines for
peoplewnh tedace ical facilitie:

irsignificant contrib ASHAworkers

mnu{mcglused.'lsemp]ayﬁs which is at the core of
their current demands. Their compensation is based
on task-based incentives, which means they are paid
far the worls they do, but get no fied salary. The paltry
henorarium they receive barely covers their essential
expenses, keaving them in a precarions financial situa-
tion. Theworkersare seckinga fixed

monthly honorarium of Bs 15,000,
withanadditional Rs 2,000 forciry:  MULAL G
basedworkerstomeethigherliving  JTE 1T 118
costs, and recognition as formal
emploveeswithbenefitssuchas gra- ESI]EFIG"ﬂI’I
tuity, provid emﬁmdandEpo;uwes thevillages,
State Insurance (ESI). In addition,
theyarescetingpendingpayments, [EAEALL
annual health check-ups, and free i

treatment for sever

They
are also demanding the withdrawal
of a new directive that mandates the use ofsmarnphones
for their duties. The insistence on digital tools, without
considering the finaneial constraints of these workers,
muostly from low-income families, highlights the broader
issue of neglect and disregard for their basic needs.

Drspite the significance of these
alobal issues, the UNs shewed deci-
ston-making processes were not ade-
quately addressed. Reforming the UN

Whilethereisagrudgingacceptance
ofthe need for change. evenamang the
Western states, on-ground action in
termnsofworking towards analternative:

and the Lsrael-P b
further complicated multilateral dis-
cusslons. The return of Donald Trump
to US politics could add another layer
of uncertainty.

Yet, these challengesshouldnotdeter
nations from working together. Trans-
national issues—climate change, pan-
dcrmci.sccumy threats—require col-

[l ling from them. There

arealsocivilsociery actorswhodemand

changewhile continuing touphold the

UN system at its core and would be in-
: ‘s 0 ;

system, especially to ensure a more
inclusive and less power-concentrated
sructure, remns a critical meed that
has been largely ignored by those in
these: CENITES.

Historically, the five permanent
mermbers of the UN Security Council
{the P5)—the United States, Russia.
China. France, and the United King-
domi—have been rHud&nl 10 SUpport
meaningful reforms multilateral
systen, These powers bu'll thecurrent

CUrTent sructure,
This mmmglen:y and a lack of
action from major puwrrs)s a critical
obstacle toachieving a more fi

Andiotackle these issues,
nations must find common ground, not
only with their strategic partners but
alsowith their adversaries.

In the coming year, world leaders
faceastark choice; continue down the:
pathof fragmentation and disunity, or
find a way torebuild a more inglusive,
effective Beil | system, The

Newinitintives, suchasChina's Glob-
al Security Initiative and Global Devel-
opment Inftiative, show tharstares are
beginning o focusmore on norm devel-
D'pnwntam:l isimplications for regional

SECUTIY.
Indn s eall fora “NewOrientation for

stakes have never been higher, Mul-
tilareralism is not just a nice-to-have;
itis an essential tool for safeguarding
global stability and securing a better
Furwreforall, The time for meaningful
action is now.

(The giithor fs an astftant profsor
at the Konstilyn Sedood af Pubdic Policy)

RIGHTIN THE MIDDLE

The waiting game

Kindness maybe
misused, but it still proves
tobethebest choice

SRINIVASAN HARIRAM

V'[‘hﬂ:luck ticked steadilyas ] satin
thewaiting room, my book open
on my lap. Thad arrived early for
iy doctor’s appoiniment, wary of the
city’s unprediceable eraffic. Dr Mchta
wag known for his puncruality, and T
didn'vwant 1o risk late,

Thad justlost myselfin the gripping
twists of my mystery novel when the
receptionist’s voice broke the quiet:
“The doctor has been delayed due 1o
unforeseen circumstances. Those
unable to wait may reschedule their
appointments”

Iaghcircazntﬂw the d.cla). Hay-
ingeor
less. 1 flipped hackmﬂwm hioping
the wait wouldn't be too long, A soft

moan interrupted my rtadlng .’\cmss
the room, a young woman

for early shotstwice before, Both times,
Lagh dshedidn’t

baby, trying 10 comlort the restless

child. Her face was erched with worry
asshe whispered soothing words.

"Hr hasarash,”shesaid, noticing me

. The baby's cheeks were red

El'llﬂl ed, and he squirmed in her

arms, “Its spreacding, and he's s un-

 She heoi

tinuing. “Ilive far away, and its getting
Iatc.wllattimcis)wr:\“wimmm?"
" Earlierthanyours, "I replied, fecling
amlruge of unease. “Would you mind
ing appointments?*sheasked,
hope flickering in her eves. “Its for
the baby™
Her words tugged at my heart, [
hesitated, unsure, “1'll need ro ask the
doctor,” | said cawtiousky, It felt courte-
ous, though Tdoubted D Mehta would

show up.”

His words surprised e, but | rea-
soned thar the baby'svisible condition
Justified compassion, Aftera pause, e
reluctantly agreed. 1 returned 1o the
waiting arca. fecling uneasy, Was her
story gemuine, or had 1 been too truss-
ing? When 1 finally saw D Mehita, his
irritation limgered. “1 agreed only be-
causeof the baby,” hesaid curtly.

Asllefitheclinic, | noticed the wom-
an and her baby were gone, A sinking

TOBEPRECISE

HERE 10

SHOW YOU OUR
NATIONAL MOTOR
VEHICLED

INPERSPECTIVE
DecodingPM’s
Christmas overture

Narendra Modi's
presenceat the
bishops’ meetis
laudable, but his

silence onattacks on
Christians has drawn
criticism
STANLEY CARVALHO

he Christmasevent host-
edl by the Catholic Fns1r

'Em'
Mudi was the chiel guest, has
caused the usual flutter in the
dowecotes as violence against
Christians continues unabat-
ed. While Modi's presence ar
the CBCIheadquarters in New
Dielhi, where he highlighted
love, peace, and harmony —
central to Jesus Christs teach-
in — was a laudable gesture,
hissilenceand inactionagainst
artacks on Christians in India
haveinvited flak.
This is the first time an In-
dian prime minister has at-
tended an wenl ar the CBCT

e
ﬁls speech, Modi refer-
enced past

reported widely by the media.
The comment follewed the
disruption of Christmas cele-
brations at a school allegedly
by local activistsof the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) andthe
vandalising of a symbalic crib
created by children in anoth-
erschool in Palakiad districe.
The incidents triggered wide-
spread protestsacross Kerala.
However, the CBCI held that
it was imy to build dia-
loguewith the Hindu majority
af the nation, and welcomed
Modi's visit 1o the bishops
conference headquarters
honewr Christmas, “This is
a beautiful event organised
by the CBCI. the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi shows his coneern to-
wards the minority commu-
nities," said Cardinal Oswald
Graciasof Mumbai,
Coincidentally, the Arch-
hishop of Bengaluru, Peter
Machadn, whoabstained from
the event, called for frve ‘gifts”
to Christians from Modi. In
a statement two days before
Christmas, Machado urged
for an end 1o the covert har-
assmentof Christians, particu-
larly through the controversial

the recent Christreas market
attack in Germany and the
2015 Easter bombings in Sri
Lanka, urging for collective
action o combatsuch threas.
- there was no
aboutthe persecutionof Chris-
tians and minorities in India
nor about Manipur where
Christmas celebrations are
awershadowed by the ongo-
ing ethnic viokenoe that has
aripped the state for months,
Unsurprisingly. some 200
prominentChrissians in India,

feeling took hold as [ realised the truth: inapressredense, have saidthas
-.h:'llsd]lh:h Fabncslrdth:urgrncyln inviting Mndl 1o a Christmas

theinci- TECE) lightof
dmlasldrwthuﬂn.llstunz to think mmnmd Christians i the
I beendeceived. Yet, despite the fros- country, “Ivs surprising thar
rration, [ found slacein knowing | had despite the growi

acted with kindness,

Freebies announced during elections cost crores, straining
overnment budgets and keading to reallocation of funds
or inereased ﬁwﬂ deficits. lljmnrmumu.s made by one
sovermiment can burden su :s::queﬂ'lmmemng

i sustainable

structural imbalances. Many frecbics

income-gencration |11ﬂ:hnnsm relying o bnrrumng

.  ETOWINE persectt
tion of Christians, prominent

anti-¢ ion bills being
brought in 12 states. Another
‘wift”, hesaid, was resolving the
Manipur issue where Chris-
tians have received a raw deal
since the onset of the conflicr,
lamenting the prime minser
had ver 1o visit the region de-
spite: his reputation for medi-
aring peace in conflict zones
ghobally.

Among other ‘gifts’ were
constitutional recognition for
Christians from Seheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
origin, putting an end o at-
tacks on Christians and mak-
|ng]’ﬂpe Francis' anticipaved
visit to India in 2025 a reality.

Church leaders in India
are making concerted efforts
to engage with those in the
highest positions of power. On

or fund diversion, Al

Fnancial impact of election premises tothe tenure of the

object 10 such arequest. Compassion might sometimes lead members of the Christian hi-  December 31, 400 Christian

Whenmyturncame, lexplained the  todisappointment, but | reminded my- erarchyhavechosentoengage  leaders and 30church groups

situation. Dr Mehta frowned, hisusual — self thar choosing to care was always with Prime Minister Modi,whe  issued an urgent appeal 10

warmeh replaced by irritation. “This  better thanandifference, evenwhenthe hasbeeneriticised forhisinac-  the President and the Prime

isn'tthe first time, e said, “She'sasked  outcome stung. tionin protecting therights of - Minister after 14 incidents of

Christians,” the release said, violence, threats, and disrup-

aldd'.ng :ha:“umil Nx:;lhw tions targeted Christion gath-

this year, India reco 745  eringsacross India during this

LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR incidents of Christian citizens  season. The appeal called for

. attacked for their faith. immediate action w address

Enact alaw to regulate clr:ctmn promises “Oneolthemainrexsonsat- the surge in violence against
tributed o thisalarmingrisein - Christians.

lestail 5I| icter fise ibili i the re It tsinng the psw-

ez nments with- of Hindutva nationalism, ers that be reciprocate and

mbudsnnar'yconmramu P:ﬂrﬁllidsshouldbclmd whichhasled wanincreasein  ensure that minorities in India

|)t‘u¢:lﬁ'1‘lLL'rrﬂﬂ‘lun%“;I 01 for short-erm anti-minoritiessentiment,spe-  are protected. Modicited what

puhncalm Political parties must publish the financial ciallytargeting Christiansand  happened in Germany and St

i [their election promises and funding plans. Muslims,” the releasestated.  Lanka in his address, ignoring

the thevalue of investing The statement added that  and-Chrristian violence in sev-

n mEr.:smmrt cdunmun and healtheare over short- symbolic gestures do litte to  eral parts of our country, par-

rerm handouts This approach ha]anot:s iulﬁlhngrlct’tnral address the hatred generated  ticularty the Manipur riots in

g&m’mm‘:ﬂl mal:mgthnn This would ensure: EXPENSES

'ﬁlt'sm}"mcmSlm“ﬂ“"‘ht‘ﬁcnlﬁl?&mﬂﬁ T Ay promises with against the community and  May whereover 200 churches
notonly disempowers the workers, but al perilsthe ifi liture should be ac ied bya Tvidyadh the resultant targeted vie-  were destroyed and several
quality of rural healtheare, ASHA workers are the front- lence, arvests and incidentsof  lives were lost. Doesn’s chasity
line warriors in the fight against diseases, malnutrition, Protcc[ “hisﬂc.blm\rcrs must take moral responsibility for ingeountrics. The gov maust isation 1| of  beginathome?
and maternaland chilkd mortality, Without theirsu this fallure and step down, The intensify public e iy Y. Irishightime the authorites

blic health 1 ble, and ]pq: nl| hl Mukesh Chandrakar of Bastar las central and state governments must  pakgns and ensure hospitals are pre- Separately, a sensor bishop  stop ignoring the atrocities
Public healt "'"Flp“'%mw“ amb, and e heald joined the listof 31 journalistswho  acknowledge the threat to freedom  pared fora potential public health of the Malankara Orthodox  against Christians in Tndia,
outcomes fory pop 1. Giv- ha\we Iusnhelrl.we;h,ghnngfm of expression and take action. erisis. India must use the learnings Syrian Church in Kerala de-  rightly condemn these aces,
entheirin b hehealtheare system, dom of expression. His murder, SV Venkatakrishnan Bengaluru from the Covid pandermic to avoid nounced Modi's participation  and ensure the perpetrators
it is imperative that thegowmmem acknowledge and allrgrcll; for rxpuslng cornuption in costly mistakes. This is no time 1o be in CBCT's Christmas cvent.  are booked. Unless this nor-
address their legitimate demands, Their role in ensui road co in Chhattisgarh, o complacent. “There the bishops are being - malisation of viokenee ends,
-|m_m”c||ca"|c|g,umis eritical and thl.‘l'rﬁghtsdcscrn\g isashocking blow to freedom of BE]}]‘elmd A K Shariff, Mysure Tonoured and he is bowing  the constitutional guarantee
priority. The proposed strike is more than a protest for expression. The state government’s  Apropos ‘Govt says no cause [ Dur readers e wekome o emall letters o before the Christmas orib. - of religious freedam and the

- il i failure to protect the whistleblower  alarm on HMPV' (Jan 4). while only letiers And here the Christmas erib  idea of asecular India will bose
better wages and benefits; itis a call for dignity, justice is alarming. The contractor should  there may be no immediate threats,  pmaied - ros hangwritten - will be sceptod) is being destroyed,” Bishop  theirmeaning,
and recognition of their indispensable role in the health e arrested immediately, andstern  India should closely mnnnnrme A8 etters must carry the sercers oostal 'l‘whmwnMchkuusmd (The writer is @ Bengalurn-
of the nation. action taken. The Home Minister spread of the disease in neighbour ‘ddress endl ol Imodia postthatwas  besed fndeperndent foernaiisr)
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BEHIND JOBS DATA

Minister Mandaviya has flagged overall improvements.
But they don't tell the whole employment story

ASTWEEK UNION Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya sought to highlight
the NDA government’s job creation, drawing a comparison with the record
on employment of the Congress-led UPA government. The total number of
employed people in India increased from 47 crone in 2014-15 to 64 crore by the
end of 2023-24, the minister said. That's an increase of 17 crore (or 36 per cent) — farin
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WorbDLY WISE
EcoNOMY DOES NOT CONSIST IN SAVING THE COAL,
BUT IN USING THE TIME WHILE IT BURNS.
— RaLpH Walnd EMERSON

A journey to visibility

Initiatives like e-Shram portal are welcome. But more
needs to be done for inclusion of migrant worlkers

Nt
S IRUDAYA RAJAN AND KULDEEPSINGH RAJPUT

THE MINISTRY OF Labour & Employment
(Mol &E jrecently claimed that, with over 300
million workers registered, the e-Shram por-
tal is the largest database of unorganised
‘workers in the world. Inview of the pathetic
condition and exodus of migrant workers
during the pandemic, the Supreme Court of
Indfia had directed the Union government to
build a national database of workers.

excess of the 29 crore new jobs {signifying an increase of just 7 per cent ) during the pre-
ceding decade, 2004 to 2014, under UPA rule. He underlined that since 2017-18, the un-
employment rate has fallen while the employment rate {or worker population ratio or
WPR) as well as labour force participation rate have risen steadily. Minister Mandaviya
has flagged overall improvernents, and yet there are persisting reasons for disquiet.

e-Shram Portal was started
by the MoL&E in May 2021 with the ohjec-
tive of creating a national database of this
labour force.

 However, the need to maintain the dataof

Itis true that India had more people with jobs in the decade 2014-2024

1l unorganised worker ide

2004-2014. But since absolute numbers must be read against total population size, itis best
tolook at the employment rate or WPR: the WEPR for 15 years and above in this case is the
percentage of people employed as a proportion of the kotal population. Here's how India’s
WPFR moved over the past two decades: [twas 62 2 percent in 2004-05, which wasthe first
full year uncler UPA rule, Since then, despite unprecedented rates of GDP growth, it fell to
559 percent in 2009-10and 547 per centin 2011-12. The WPR contimued to fall well into
the first four vears of the decade under the ND to hit a low of 46.8 per cent in 2017-18. Itis
from this low level that the WPH started its steady upward climb and by the end of 2023-
24(July toJune year), rose to 58 2 per cent. In other words, the dip and recovery in employ-
ment rate does not follow the neat political divide, Similarty, data on the labaur force par-
ticipation rate also shows a secular decline from 63,7 per centin 2004-05 to 493 percent
in2017-18, ing the trend thereafter. Dat: Wi iasthe
percer S0MsL st lab .rrunn:] showsthat it actu-
ally fell bebween 2004-05 and 2011-12 before rising to a45-year high in 2017-18

Maost notably, perhaps, the recent improvernent in India's labour statistics hides the
poor quality of the new jobs being created in the economy. For instance, the minister
highlighted the fact thatemployment in India’s agriculture sector had declined by 16 per
centbetween 2004 to 2014 under the UPA whereas it had grown by 19 per cent between
2014-2023 in Prime Minister Marendra Modi's first two terms. The increase in farm em-
ployment should be seen as a backward step — a move away from the structural trans-
formation [ndia hasbeen trying toachieve since Independence. Similarly, the fact that most
of the new jobs are in thr Iuw-paylng ‘self-employment” category — especially as “un-
paid hel inhi hy " — actually suggests ¢ ningeconomicdistress.

OLD AND NEW

As Biden Administration makes way for Team Trump,
Delhi-Washington ties are likely to be an area of continuity

HE VISIT OF US Mational Security Advisor Jake Sullivan to India this week is

an occasion to celebrate the extraordinary progress in India-US relations

during the last four years under Presid ent Joe Biden. Itis also an op portunity

tor lay the groundwork for a smooth transitien of the bilateral relationship
i the next Administration. The significant continuity in US foreign policy between the
first Trump Admidnistration (2017-21) and the Biden years (2021-25) is worth noting.
‘Whether it is the commitment to restore US manufacturing capacity, determination to
ocounter China's expansionism, focus on reclaiming US technological leadership, or rear-
ranging the global economic order, Trump and Biden have been on the same page.

An important common thread between the two administrations has been the US pol-
icy to strengthen the strategic partnership with India. Trump's articulation of a new Indo-
Pacific framework provided, for the first time, asolid regional anchor for India-US cooper-
ation The Biden Administration doubled down on the Indo-Pacific strategy and the centrality
ofindia's rolein securing a regional balance of powwerin Asia and its waters. The Trump years
saw the revival of the Quadrilateral Security Forum — which brings the US together with
Australia, India, and Japan — and framed it as the institutional anchor inr the new Indo-
Pacificregion. Bidenelevated the Cuad
asolid basis for expanding regional security cooperation bctwcm the fisur nations. Finally,

nmit beved and frequent provided

tified earlier. Forin-
stance, the Interstate Migrant Wirkmen Act
(1979 mandated that every labour contrac-
torobtaina licence from the specified author-
ity and prowide the particulars nfmhcrsran:
waorkers In2007,

From the filed references on
e-Shram registration, it was

the Mational Cormmission fior Enterprises in
the Unorganised Sector insisted upon a uni-
versal registration system for migrant work-
ers. The Unorganised Wiorkers'Social Security
Act([2008 )also had a provision for registering
‘workers and issuing an identity card to them.
Unfortunately, these recommendations and
legal provisions never received adequate at-
tention and for years, migrants and workers
remained largely imvisible.

Due to distress-driven high mobility,
these precarious migrants —mainly seasonal
and circular workers — face unigue and in-
tense challenges suchas ducnﬁanmlscmc:m.
stigma, trafficking lac isation, paor
accessto public services, etc. This makes mi-
grants the most vulnerable segment among
the unorganised workforce, in urgent need
of social protection. However, sinceits launch,
thee-Shram portal has functioned merely as
a"registration drive” for migrants and work-
ers and has been surprisingly silent on their
inclusion in social security, Mot all e-Shram
portal registrant workiers recefve social secu-
rity benefits and entitlernents. Last year, of
286 million registrants, 80 million migrant
workers were excluded from ration cards and
food security.

lised that many migrant
unorganised workers face
eligibility exclusion due to
inadequate documentation
and identity proofs. Some
migrant workers don't even
have an Aadhaar card or
ration cardl. Some don't have
permanent mobile phones,
others lack permanent
numbers, and sometimes
the mobile number is not
linked to their Aadhaar card.
They remain non-cligible to
register even at the e-Shram
portal. In the absence of
identity documents, the
institutional mechanism of
social security keeps them
excluded. Thisisa
significant barrier to the
universalisation of access to
social security.

In this regard, the MoL&E recently
launched the ‘One-5top Solution' [055) to
provide szamless access to different social
security schemes to e-Shram registrant mi-
grants and workers. At the time of the launch.
in October, Mansukh L Mandaviya [Cabinet
Minister, MolL&E) had stated that the 055
platform would function as a bridge, con-
necting unorganised workers and migrants,
making the registration process more acces-
sible and transparent, and connecting them
to a wide range of socal security and wel-
fare initiatives. This will integrate crucial do-
mains such as pension, insurance, credit,
health, skill development, housing, and food
security. As a part of the 0S5, key welfare
schemes such as One Nation One Ration
Card, MGNREGA, Mational Social Assistance
Programme, National Career Service, PM
Shram Yogi Maandhan, et have beeninte-
grated with e-Shram. Other welfare
schemes such as P Matru Vandana Yojana,
Shramik Suraksha Yojana of the Postal
Department, Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National, Urban Livelihoods Mission, etc.,
will be linked soon as well.

It is noteworthy that for the first time,
the Gol and the concerned ministry seem
serious about protecting the rights of unor-
ganised workers and migrants and appear
to be taking strategic steps. The 055 has an
integrated approach to ensuring social se-
curity for millions of scattered and frag-
mented migrants and workers, Howewer,
there are spedfic concerns,

From the filed references on e-Shram reg-
istration, it was realised that many migrant
unirganised workers face eligibility exclu-
sion due to inadequate documentation and
identity proofs. Some migrant workers don't
even have an Aadhaar card or ration card.
Some don'thave permanent mobile phones,
others lack permanent numbers, and SOMme-
times the Enotlir
Aadhaar card. They remain non-eligible to
registereven at the e-Shram portal. Inthe ab-
senceofidentity documents, theinstitutional
mechanism of social security keeps them ex-
cluded. This is a significant barrier to the umni-

versalisation of access to social security.

According to recent data, female workers
comprise 53.59 per cent of all registered
‘wuorkerson the e-Shram platform, This trend
is a positive sign, given the labour market
has deep-rooted. gendered structural in-
equalities. This demands specific steps to-
‘wards bringing a gender-sensitive approach
to social security programmes. A large pro-
portion of unorganised workers are inter-
state migrants. Their entitleme nts need to
be protected and transferred across loca-
tions and states. Therefore, the MoL&E must
look at the portability of welfare schemes
through e-Shram and 085, In this context,
the role of the Code on Social Security mast
be examined.

Migrant workers are not a homogeneous
category — thereis substantial socio-cultural,
regional, demographic, and economic diver-
sity. [t is essential to map out migrants' pro-
files in detail. Non-profit organisations and
policymakers have repeatedly recommended
disaggregating migration and worker data to
frame comprehensive and equitable inclu-
sion policies. However, the Mol &E s silent on
thisaspect. Another concernis that e-Shram
should not be a *freehie” and “subsidy bur-
den”. Migrants and workers must be seenas
“assets™ and foous should be given more on
human development outcomes by carefully
designing every scheme.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development states that poordy governed
migration can negatively impact develop-
ment. Migrants and unorganised workers
are the fuel of the [ndian economy, aveaiting
their due recognition and rights. The goal of
Viksit Bharat cannot be achieved without
‘well-designed social protection systems for
the meaningful inclusion of the unorgan-
ised and migrant workforce, The e-Shram
and 055 are steps towards this, but there is
still a bong way to go.

Rajan iz chairand Rajput is post-doctons!
fedlonw at the Intemational nstitute of
Migration and Development (IMAD ) in
Thirgvenanthapurom, Kernlo

THE VIOLENCE OF WORDS

Kerala CM must revisit state’s past to understand Sanatana Dharma, Narayana Guru

(GURU PRAKASH

“N0 DOUBT THE communists get quick re-
sults because whenyou adopt the means of
annihilating a man, they do not remain to
oppose you. Humanity does not only want
economic values; it also wants spiritual val-
ues to be retained. Fermanent communist
dictatorship has paid no attention o spiri-
tual values and does not seem to intend to.

ifTrump positively to Indian requests for i of adh
transfers to India, Biden constructed a comprehensive bilateral [nitiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies (1CET ) in January 2023,

Sullivan will reviewr the [CET inhis ings National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval and focus on tying up lnose ends, forexample, on the transfer of fighter
jet engine technology from the American company General Electric to Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited. Sullivan will also meet External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar to dis-
USSP ilateral fronts, including the planned India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor, and th i icin LS and Indian relations with China and
Russia. who was in gton Late last month, had a chance to meet with
Sullivan, the incoming NSA Michael Waltz, and the Secretary of State, Antony Blinken.
These bilateral conversations during the final days of the transition between two admin-
istrations imWashington underline a growing strategic congruence. The mutual trust be-
tween Delhi and Washington has helped the oo sides overcome the turbulence trig-
gered by several issues, including India’s ties to Russia, the killing of an American dtizen
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, and America's presumed role in the coup against Sheikh
Hasina in Bangladesh. There will beissues in Trump's second term, but they ane unlkely
toderail the positive trajectory in the strategic partnership.
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fiav Minister & Madhya Pradesh veteran
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Them i by the communists are
equally clear, shart and swift; ane isviolence
and second s dictatarship of the proletariat”™
These are the words of Babasaheb B R
Ambedkar in his famous speech, Buddha or
Karl Marx?". In it, he minces no words o
bring out the real face of communism.

In India’s history, Dalits have frequently
been at the receiving end of violent mas-
sacres. The Marichjhapi killings in West
Bengal in 1979 under the Jyoti Basu-led Left
Front government is a prime example.
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's re-
cent remarks on Hindu culture and
Ma Gi ame
duplicity and disregard for facts. It is violence
by words — it depicts cluelessness about
Indian Dalit and subaltern history.

It is true that Narayana Guru paved
the way for the cohesion of the social mi-
liewof Kerala but to turn around and tarnish
Hindu religion and culture using this as a
pretext is unforgivable on the part of an
elected chief minister.

Fact one: Narayana Guru, without doubt,
remains a tall and popular figure who has
enabled Hindu thought, religion, and cul-
ture to reimvent themselves. He is, there-

Sanatana Dharma has stood
the test of time, serving
mankind and enabling people
to realise their full potential
for thousands of years, We
have had several advocates of
Sanatana Dharma who have
enabled our religion to get rid
of aberrations, whenever and
wherever they have arisen.
We must work to
contemporise their lLdLl]]llgﬁ

(AJI“"“.I]\I!’{ m t]llb o :Lmlr:f'
should be the last to lecture
ot subaltern brethren,

fore, a popular advocate of Sanatana
Dharma. Fact two: Hindu culture has been
shaped by Dalits in Indian history and | am
proud of this. Narayana Guru is not alone.
Anintegral figure in the Dalit movementin
Kerala often missed by historians and politi-
cians is Ayvankali, a dynamic advocate of
Sanatana Dharma. In the Indian Dalit move-
ment and vis-a-vis reforms in Hindu cul-
ture, Ayyankali's contribution remains
monumental. Ayyankali, a revolutionary so-
cial reformer, laid out principles that sub-
alterns need to follow to succeed, These in-
cluded faith in god, modern dressing.
cleanliness, obedience and discipline.
Ayyankali worked in concert with Hindu
organisations like the Arya Samaj, Hindu
Mahasabha, and the Kerala Hindu Mission
to bring forth necessary reforms. He was
deeply influenced by zaints like Swami
Sadananda. Much like Marayana Guru,
Ayyankali stood for eliminating discrimi-
natory practices in Hinduvism. Be
it Marayana Guru or Ayyankali, both
contributed massively in enabling social
cohesion, and in the making of modern
India and were important advocates of
Sanatana Dharma.

Kerala has given India hugely popular ad-
vacates of Sanatana Dharma. These figures
stayed within the folds of Hinduism and con-
stanthyaffirmed to reform it fromwithin Itis
important to note here that Ambedkar ded-
icated his first book on Dalits to three Hindu
saints — Guru Ravidas, Chokhamela and
Mandanar. Reading about their lives can pro-

vide a wiews of how much they strove to re-
form Hindu culture from within. Even
Ambedkar sought the annihilation of caste
and not the annihilation of religion. Another
important figure is Dakshayani Velayudhan,
amame that means Durga in Hindu culture.
The sobe Dalit woman representative in the
Constituent Assemibly also hailed from Kerala

Sanatana Dharma has stood the test of
time, serving mankind and enabling people
to realise their full potential for thousands
of years. We have had several advocates of
Sanatana Dharma who have enabled our re-
ligion to get rid of aberrations, whenever
and wherever they have arisen. We must
work to contemporise their teachings,
words and writings. Communists in this
country should be the lxst tolecture our sub-
altern brethren, Constructive criticismis al-
‘ways welcome, but to pass hurtful remarks
about faith itself is umwelcome. Disrespect
for any faith or religion is unbecoming
of anyone, let alone an elected leader to a
constitutional office.

Kerala's CM ought to revisit Kerala's his-
tory. His words are not just baseless but ill-
founded. [t has become fashionable to make
ill-founded remarks on Hindu culture for
public consumption, It is important to be
cognisant of the violent communist idecl-
ogy that Vijayan espouses that the father
of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar,
thoroughly despised.

The writer is nmtional spokesperson,
BJF, and an aodemic

JANUARY 6, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM On PunjaB [ssUE

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi reiterated
that his government would pricritise the
problem of Punjab. In his first address o the
nation after his electoral triumph, Gandhi
pointed out that a Cabinet committee had
been setup tostudy the problem and tocon-
sider alternatives for “a peaceful settlement
within a specified time frame.”

PM-NTR TALKS
AMDHRA PRADESH CHIEF Minister N T

Rama Rao was assured by Prime Minister
T S T

a palicy of confrontation with the state. Rao
was also offered full cooperation from the
Centre for the development of the state. On
his part, Rao also pledged wholehearted co-
operation to the Centre towards national re-
construction and development.

AssAM ELECTIONS
THE PROSPECTS OF early elections in 14 Lok

Sabha constituenc Temote
becawse of the elaborate procedure invohved
in completing the intensive revision of ebec-
towal roilsin the state, The Election Commission
has completed the first phase of the process,

B S S SR I

ers, but complex aspects like imviting claims
and objections and deciding the ticklishques-
tion of citizenship, ane yet to begin.

LETTERS TO LEADERS

THE PRIME MINISTER has written betters to
world leaders — including US President
Ronald Reagan, Soviet Prime Minister Mikolai
Tikhonow, Pakistan President Zia-ul-Hag and
Sri Lankan President Jayewardene, express-
ing the government's desire to improve rela-
tions with their countries, In his letter to
Reagan, Rajiv Gandhi expressed hope that
Inado-LIS ties would be strengthened further

O T
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Parental approval

Towards a safer digital world for kids

HE digitad age has revolutionised childhood,
with sodal mmwwnﬂw&l partol
how mnnect
Yiet, this evolution brings significant risks that
demand urgent action. India’s draft rnules
under the Digital Fersonal Data Protection Act (2023 man-
dating consent of parents/guardians for minors to open
socal media accounts are a commendable step in safe-
puarding children. Globally, similar regulitions ane
already in place. The European Union s Geneml Data Pro-
tection Regulation (GDFR) requines parental consent for
users under 16, while the US Chilldren’s Online Privacy
Protection Act (OOPPA) enfiorces stringent rules for users
under 13, These measures alm to protect minors from
mrhull}ml. mplmmm md privacy viokations. The
1 in Inclia's draft rules.
The urgency of these guardrails is underscored by
alarming statistics: 58 per cent of teenagers globally are
daily users of platforms like TikTok, with significant
exposure 1o harmful eontent, In 2023, a Delhi man
exploited Snapehat 1o blackmail over 70 high.
lighting vulnerabilities in unregulated digital spaces.
Similarly, a UK teenager's tragic suicide afler Insta-
gram-fuelked bull ying reveals the psychological impact
of unchecked social media exposure,
Masmmulmhsmﬂnemulvm‘jnmpmm

ke fi g thiough robust

ing the chi to guide their

wards' onlmommm ']'hm‘inew-.»mlm udf.hm»
al like Aldriven ificat wy

workshops and transparent complaint mechanisms are
essential. Regular suclits, stakeholder foedback anc align-
ment with global standards will further enhance the
framework. By adopting these rules, India contribates to
a global effort wcﬁmnsalhmhmmvmnmtﬁnm-
Ina workd wh ent is dabl
prioritising the safety fthe yo users
is not merely a responsibility but also an ethical impera-
tive. Bui kding collaboration among parents, educators and
social media platforms is cudal for bsting change.

Unsafe food

Haryana should prioritise quality control

ARYANA direly neads to set its house in
order as fir as food safety ks conoernid.
Regular inspections by the state’s Food
and Drugs Administration have found
blatant vielation of rules and regulations,
particularly in the case of milk and milk products like
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Reforms must give usa cuttingedge

Structural constraints and legacy issues related to India’s defence R&D need to be addressed

CUDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOOETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

MNDIA's composite
defence  and  military
emsystem s critical for
ensuring that national
security and soversignty
are not endangered. This
domain has been accorded
priority by Prime Minister
Norendra Modi  since  he
assumed office in 2014,

The need for & holistic review
and necessary reforms was long
acknowledged — an issue that
the late Dr Manmohan Singh
often fagged in his interaction
with the military top brass — but
the institution remained rehue
tant W go down this path.

During his second term, PM
Modi announced the creation of
the post of Chief of Defence
Stafl, However, the task of initi-
ating defence reforms is mam-
maoth, and it remains a work in
progress. The entire orgoniss-
tion that is the responsitility of
the Defence Minister is ke an
odopus, whose many tentaches
— gome going back to the colo-
nial period fordnance factories,
for example) — are insular,
prickly and tenaciously resistant
to change. This, incidentally, is
not an Indian trait. Most mili-
tarbes the work] over are steeped
in trudition and slow to adapt to
change — this is part of the inst
tutional DNA

Thus, it is encouraging to note
that in PM Moxk's thind term, 2025
has been designated as the Year
of Reforme’, Defence Minister
Rajrath Singh highlighted this
move ot the 67th Foundation Day
of the Defence Resenrch and

¢ Organisation

IMPERATIVE: Tt

thesse much- noeded neforms,

In a nutshell, the core objee.
tives of India's defence reforms
are; One, to move the needle of
national combat readiness, as
warranted by national security
and shaped by onlemporary
tech no-stmtegicand geopolitical
compulsions; and two, to reduce
dmﬂn[ynnvﬂrnﬂliu.mﬂ

provide eritical
phlnrnufnw\.mu'y itemsech-
nology. The DRDO and the lurg-
er national scientific and manu-
focturing ecofystem have a
major role in this endeavour.

Rajnath Singh exhorted scien-
tists to improve their care com-
petencies and set an ambitions
benchmark. He added, “The
DRDO should aim to become
one of the srongest research

It is encouragi gtiml
2025 hasbeen
designated asthe
Year of Relorms!

figure among the wWwp R&D
nations of the world, and the
defence subsector has a rela-
tively modest recard in terms of

and sdentific out-

of this insufficlency and that
over the nest few years, during

ings (DPSLU) indicates a pattern
that needs a review,

Ower the past seven decades
since its founding, the DRDO,
along with other organisations,
has achieved commendable sue-
cess in the strategic domain of
military capability (nuclear
weapons, missiles, nuclear
propulsion) despite India being
under USled technology sanc-
tions for three decades. Howey-
e, the track record in major con-
ventional platforms has been
below pac Whether it's the main
battle tank, fighter aircraft or
submarines, the DRDO-DPSU
team has not enhanced the
country’s combat capa bility ina
significant manner

The current focus on govern:
mentprivate  sectoracsdemia
cooperation is welcome, but the
procecures and timelines are yet
to attain necessary tnction. The
biggest weakness for India is
that despite other indicators,

Maodi 3.0, this modest figure will  such as a large GDE, a substan-
hopefully rise o | percent of the  tial HR gene pool and a viable
GDPand be doubledd to2percent  higher education network, orig-
Ly HB5, But vidence, I design of miltary

this isa low-probabdlity exigency  has  largely  been  missing.
and may need a major political  Despite Emited success with the

intervention, especially sinoe the
whole defence budget just touch-
€32 per cent of the GDP

The legacy challenge for the
DRDO  and the exdended
defence-military ecosystem is
that India continues to have
high dependency on foreign
imports 10 maintain its mini-
mum combat readiness. In the
decade from FY 200 2-13 to 2021 -
22, as per a report of the Parlia-

Ishapore rifle and the HF-24
Marut fighter aircmft in the
1060s, India is yet to acquire
credible  indigenous  military
design  capability.  (Warship
design is an exception, but that
k& not under the DRDO umbied-
I, Consequently, even personal
weapons for solciers are import-
e, This is incongruous for o
nation that is missile-capable.
Spwafic tothe DROO, while wel:

mentary Standing C
on Defence, India's capital

in the world” He also com-
mended the design team that
enabled the Muccess of the

put over ﬂ’h‘.‘ decades, barring o
few islands of innovation.
In Sepﬁnnh-rlw year, DRDO

Long-Range ¥ Anti-
Ship Missil Mm:h is the most
vecent feather in the sparsely
burnished DRDO cap.
Hemvever, the structural con-
straints and legacy issues related
to India's defence R&D and
nmnui"u‘umm need to be

(DRDO) lnstwesk. He dwelton the
crucial role the o could

play in realising the objectives of

if the: stated objective
i tos b realised, Inddin does not

5. 'V Kamal point-
rd oul that India spent only 0,85
per cent. of e national GDP on
R&D. The contrast with other
nations is striking, Their respec
tive RED spending as a percent-
age of the GDP is: the US, 283;
China, 2.14; France, 2.18; and
South Korea, 4.8. Kamat added
that the government was awane

diture for military inven-
tory acquisitions and moderni

ooming reforms,
what would be destrable s a desp
and dhjective  tichnostrutegic

stion in foreign exchange was
above 35 per cent; it hit 48 per
cent inone year
Thisproportion blunts India's
daim to credible strategic
autonomy. PM Modi's prioriti-
sation of ‘atmanirbharta’ (self-
reliance) over the past decade is

wucht of the over the
pesst five decnclis by o blue-ribbon
temafincependent experts. Their
findings may provide o better
madmap © ensure that the pro-
pased diffence reforms do not o
downa ron-prodctive path inreda-
thon o national combat efficency,

laudable, butthe gestation peri-
ods are very long and a broad-
brush review of the DRDO and
defence public sector unclertak-

thon ol prod) harkots by the
DRDO and erecting of stat ues by
the Indian faug" be reviewsd as
part of the reforms?

buatter, ghee, paneer, khoya and ice cream. Ofthe 104 milk.
samples collected between January and Odober 2024,
over 46 per cent falled the quality test. Among milk prod-
ucts, 30 per cent of the samples were declared unsafie, sub-
standard or mishranded. The quality of sweets, cereals,
pullses, sphoes and edible oils has also come under a cloud.
That sums up the plight of the consumer, who unsuspect-
ingly buys foodstulls from the nelghbourhood kimma
store or mithai shop, or relies on apps for his dadly needs.

Food safety is an issue that doesn't erop up during
any election, unless a large number of people fall ill or
lose thedr lives. There is generally no hue and ery by
political leaders over the adulterated products that we
cat or drink as a matter of routine. Raids are conduct-
od, fines imposed and cases registered, yet things are
back to square one once the dust setthes. The intensi-
ty of monitoring during the festive season is not repli-
cated during l.hl: mﬂ of the ymr Umcrumlaus ele-
ments resume theirk the authorities
take their foot off the pedal,

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
affers financial and technical support o states/UTs for
improving the food testing ecosystem, but much
depends on how seriously the state authorities take
their job. It is critical that no one should go hungry; at
the same time, no one's health should be compromised
Iy the consumption of unsafe food.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Pandit Motilal Nehru's leadership
T!mh mwml}w political luulnlc(lmlun\ the prs:

hain that of Pandit Moti-
lal Nehra The interiew he gave to an Assodated Press
representative ot Bombay on his way back from Belgaum, and of
which a welegraphic account appeared in our last issue, will take
nothing from his reputation in this respect. On all three important
points affecting his party and his country, on which the interview.
e sought his opinion, he had something both definite and prof.
lnhlmwonmrnummdwmmmmumh
mack: inthe

Centrul Provinoes, or for that matter in any other provinee, could
Hviake off} h

1ih " of Uy

alism and

I express e
‘tru organ isation and that no such permission had been given; sec-
andly, that 5o Ihruh-wm mummhadm-mwm
sider Uhe qu ffice. Th hes the immediate
hmﬁrmcmlﬂmuhhll}mwlmlmlmﬂrmﬂ.
ter is going to be considered at the Nagpur conference and any
hypothetical condusions anived with regard to it. Tb us it is not
«clear that even the central organisation of the party is by itself
maorally competent o amiveat adecision in this matter As faras
wrmdmmm the leaders of the party gave the country to
of the election that so long as th
of th ey in th were not substan-
unlbrcmmivd. llu-mnmwwwi‘nﬂkvwmbeupmuf
their fundamental policy.

. —
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As for the future, your task is not to foresee it, but to enable it. — AnwinedeSaint Exupery

Styles of dealing
withfiles

Sarisn Kumagr 5 HARMA

TIROM the derk at the ) rung of th
the Prime Minister, everyone has to deal with files. Ilmr
effidently one handles them often separates a good func-
tonary from the average ane.

Early in my practical training as an IPS officer; a collector,
& promotee from the state dvil service cadie, gave me this bes-
son, “Never dispose of a lile in the first instance. Retumn it
with aqueryat least three times so that no one can accuse you
of ‘non-application of mind' "

Other than that, no one taught me how to deal with file
work. To my surprise, I found that even for such uninterest-
ing and routine work, bosses had their unique styles from
which one learnt both the do's and don'ts,

A senior officer was not good at clearing fles but left his
desk clean every evening by simply asking his PA to send all
files back and put them up again the next day. So, files kept
moving without sctually ‘moving’.

boss hod diffieulty in taking decisions, His office used tobe
Ittered with bundles of files. If [ took a file to him with a
request to dear it, he would say, “Tust ook around and see how
bugy 1 am. Please leave it. [ will see it.” And so another file
would be added to the pile,

I was working as DCP (Administration) in Vadodara in
1980 when [ had to process loads of fikes daily, but my boss
— a popular commissioner of police — had Httle time for
them. He remained busy meeting visitors, The file work suf-
Fered, and it impacted administration,

One day, I broached the matter with him. He said, “What
can Ido? Thaveworked in Vidodara for three tenures. Tknow
people for donkey's years, If they come to see me, 1 cannot
sy no. Do one thing When you find me free, bring files to me
and I will clear them.” And that's how it went,

His successor was different. On joining the post. he
called all sentorofficers and said, “1 am going to trust you
all as long as you keep it up.” Then, he issued an order
delegating most of his power to his deputies, including
the power of transferring subordinate ranks, which few
seniors are ready Lo part with.

It reduced the Now of Mes going up W him. But there was
mare to learn from him. He did not clear any file without
reading it completely. He was a fast reader and decision-
maker. His orders or instructions were always erisp and
clear and his desk used 1o be mostly clean, He spent much
of his time reading either a book or his favourite maga-
zines — Time and Newswoek,

1 wasn'ta fust resder Bke him but found his approsch worth
following. [ did not have a ‘file-free’ desk at the end of each
elay but used weekends to finish pending file work so that on
maost Monday mornings, aclean desk greeted me in the office.

I'TERS TO '
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Connect with our cultural history
Refer to Two museums and a visitor (TheGreat
Groamn'k U writier soeimei Lo be  connoksseiir of i
eulture, llis qui L
wwnummmmmm
rare paintingsand ancent soulptures, These help
us comnect with aur feh cultura history: People
aboad visit wellmaintained museums and ant
galleries every year: In Chandigarh, such places
rermaln rarely visited We must Bnd o way to get
people back into cubtural spaces, as suggested in
the article. Without the publics active interest
and partici pation, we won't be abile todo justice

Need decentralisation of power

Apropos of ' Policing integrity’; the zero-toler-
anoe approach meflects the commitment of the
Punjab and Haryana police towands uproot-
ingg corruption within the law enforoement
agency. Some officers tend to take their posi-
tion for granted. The corm pt practices of these
officers have jeopardised the empowerment
of the nation. Their modus operandi must be
serutinised and the nexus of the cops with
criminals kepl under surveillince, Besides
suspension, the decentralisation of power and
authority can serve as o game-changer. The

o our glarious cultural heritage. tainted officers who evade accountability

RAJ BAHADUR YADAY, FATEHABAD  must be dealt with strictly.

ARVIND SHARMA, BY MAIL

Art deserves an audience
Apmpm of “Two museums and a visitor;  Assertive policing
8 '8 T Thold that = Refer to Policing integrity’; recent actions in
mmr%wmmmem Mwwmwmmmumw
ment Museum houses Gand} missed for WMuutnullJmm-
Puahari and Corbusier's archi | turein polic 'l'he-I’\aunhT‘

murvels. Yet, the sllence in these af galleries ks
deafening — a stark contrast to the bustling
mealls in the city. One wonders why these aal-
tund jeweds are ignored, The answer lies in neg-

o gangster's interviewwas ancw kow. Haryana's
response o ruegigence in o triple muner mse
These
lnmh'u:. however, revenl deepseded comup-

lect, outdoted brodh and

spaces. A few steps in the right direction would
rekindle the youth's interest in our cultural
history. A vibrant oty bke Chandigah

polioe forces. With over 30 officers
armsted in Punjab for graft and a thind of
Haryana's trap cases involving cops, systemic
reform i essential Enhanced accountability,

deserves museums that insplre, ot stagnate. 't arl 1 i
T truly embrace its 'City " title, the ight e iy in
authorities must reinvigomte these spaces for — the polics force and uphold the liw's sanctity,
all Art deserves an audience, ‘GURDEV SINGH, MOHALI
SARGUNPREET KAUR, MOHALI
Anti-racism movement needed
A clarion call for change Wit h reference o ‘A case for Make America &

With reference to “Two museums and avisitor,
the article ekindes fond memories of school

exoursions o Chancligarh's Ge Muse-

India Great Again'; the group daiming that
Armnum greatness is directly linked to

um and At Gallery. These trips offered us a
chanee to engage with history through captivat-
ng murals, taking us back to bygone ems. The
wiriter's demand 1o dismantle the “maibaap
culture” ks a clwion call for change. Chandigarh
s mote than a mere tounist or shopping destina-
Bom; its cultural heritage warmnts renewed
attention. With collsborative efforts from par-
mmmwmmmmm

whiteness is driven by resentment
towards other races, particularly from India.
Evidence of this is found in numerous posts
on X that express hostility and bitterness
towards Indians. This has escalated to the
point that Indians often fee ridicule and
stereotypical remarks by Americans. One rea-
son for this is the lack of an anti-racist senti-
ment among Indians, Another contributing
factor is our tendency to overlook mcist com-
ments. Such developments must be closely

YUGAMDEEP TIWANA, BY MAIL

u.l.'ltunlmdalmnnﬂhw exmmined and met with strong criticism,
VLAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHRULA
Letiers jo the Editor, typed in doubile space, mmmmwm
L cogently wikt by com
- - B -
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No secret affair

Deliberations on draft Digital Personal

Data Protection Rules must be open
T bve draft Digital Personal Data Protection

Rules, 2025, s o long overdue advance in
the direction of enforcing the fundamen-
al right to informational privacy for Indians, af-
firrmed by the Supreme Court of India in the land-
mark case, fustice K5, Puttaswamy vs. Union of
Inuddia (2017, The Digital Persenal Data Protection
Act, which these draft rules seek to enforce, was
passed in Parliiment over a year ago. This seven:
year wait has most likely not been without costs
feor the privacy of the dat of Indians, as it coin-
chded with a period that saw a rapid growth in
digitisation. The proposed rules offer direction
on how online services will be required o; com:
municate the purposes of their data collection o
users; safeguard children's data online; establish
the Dita Protection Board of Inclia (DPR); set the
standards for government agencies to follow to
be exempt from the Act's provisions, and spell
out the procedures o be observed if personal da-
i s breached by a data fiduelary, CONCerns
regarding the E:q:rmﬂj DPBLs institutional de-
sign have not been resolved by these proposed
Rabes, and it may not be realistic w expect such
an outcome from subordinate legislition,
It Is regretable that the government continues
1o cloak the rule-making process of a critical pol-
iy such as this in secrecy, Since the Justice BN,
frikrishna committee was convened o draft the
first Bill for data protection, the government has
consistently declined o place recommendations
from stakeholders in the public domain, and has
fereclosed such diselosure for these draft rubes as
well, For legislition where the stukes are high for
individual wsers as well as for lrge technology
firms, an open deliberative process is essential. It
can only be facilitated when industry associa-
tiens and the general public can find equal foot-
ing by being equal participants with transparen:
ey Into each other's viewpoints during the
consultation process. In the short and medium
term, it is essential for the government to pro-
ceed with these principles in mind, while never
departing from the key aims of any data protec
ton lww: data collection, p ing
disclosures, penalising neglect in protecting user
data, and diseournging surveillance practices,
buoth by the private sector and the government,
This process must also play out in a timely fash-
o, as Indians have been waiting far oo long o
fimally obtain the rights that were affirmed for
them in 2007, Else, people’s confidence in the go-
vernment's seriousness about protecting their
data from government agencies as well as privite
enterprises would be shaken,

Nothing alarming

Reports of many HMPY cases in China

reflect helghtened surveillance

F ve years after the SARS-CoV-2 vims over-

whelmed hospitals in Wuhan, China,

acute respiratory diseases caused by virus.
es including the human metapneumovirus
(HMPV} in children and the elderly, and influenz
and respiratory syncytial viras (RSV), are increas-
ing in the country, especially in its northern pro-
vinces. However, the sharp rise in acute respin:
tory diseases is not unusual during this time of
the year, and as per a Chinese official, the overall
mumiber of cases in 2024 would be “smaller” than
i 2023, Surprisingly, while the World Health Or-
ganization and the U5, Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention have not raised a red ilag so
far and there is almest nil reporting in the inter-
national media, the Indian media is awash with
reports of an HMPV “outbreak” in China. A re-
cent meeting of the Joint Monitoring Group un-
der the aegis of the Union Health Ministry noted
that the situation in China ks “not unusual in view
of the ongoing flu season”, and the "usual patho:
pens that are expected during the season™ are
causing the present surge in respiratory diseases,
Thie HMPY wirus was first identified in children in
2000 In the Netherlands, Infection with HMIV
usually oceurs by the age of five years with rein-
fection occurring throughout life as immune pro-
tection induced by the virus is too weak 1o pre-
vent repeated infections, The virus causes upper
andjor lower respiratory tract infections, with
lower respiratory tract infections being among
the most common., While the virus often causes
only mild disease, it can lead to severe ilness re-
quiring hespitalisation in children, immunocom:
promised populations and the elderly.

Globally, 3%10% of hospital sdmissions and
1% of seute lower respivatory infection-related
denths in children under age five in 2018 are aitri-
buted to HMPV, as per a 2021 paper. The study al-
s feund that children younger than six months,
especially those in low- and lower-middle-income
countries, are at greater risk of death caused by
the HMPPV virus, Detection of a s pumber of
HMPV cases among children aged less than 14
years in China is a reflection of the heightened
surveillance and testing for the virus, On the con-
trary, India does not have any approved inexpen:
sive tests that ane widely available for disgnosing
the virus. When testing for HMPV In patients with
acute rcumzmry disease should be routine, as
the virus has been in clreulution for years ghobal-
Iy, Inchucing India, and Gatalivy s 1% in young chil-
dren, India is only now expanding the number of
laboratories testing for HMPY beyond the Indian
Council of Medical Research (CMR) network due
to the spike in HMPV cases in China, What Is also
urgently needed i a regulatory framework that
facilitates a rapid approval of diagnostic tests in
the comtext of local and global outhreaks of novel
and less known pathogens,

c:

The outlook for India in the year ahead

ndis is ata pivotal moment in its history, It

Is wmong the leading nations in the world

when it comes to economic growth and

pobitical stabiliy. Inclia wday projects an
atmosphere of peace, which s seemingly out of
place ina world that is undergoing a profound
shift in its economic and geo-political laindscape,
Irealian is today privy tw the rise of new economic
and poditical groupings,

The year 2024 was a period of pronounced
political uncertainty across the globe, Much of
thve world was a mute witness to the multiple and
concurrent eonilicts that threaten peace and
stability today. This is specially true of Europe
and West Asia,

One major tragedy stll unbolding s Guea,
which has few parallels, while the ongoing
Ukraine conflict contains the seeds of a much
wider canflict in the future. India has, however,
managed to steer isell successfully within this
geo-palitical landscape,

A year of new troubles

This may, however, be too goed to last. The year
2025 seems polsed o bring in a host of fresh
trowbles thut will require deft handling on the
part of India's policymalers, At this time, it
might, hence, be wise for India's leaders to heed
the message contained in an anclent Chinese
saying that says ‘the wind sweeping through the
tower heralds a rising storm in the mountain®,

Thegin by assessing the situation with India’s
largest neighbour, China. Much is being made of
the recent border negotiations and an apparent
disengagement at the Line of Actual Control in
Ladakh. This was followed by the first formal
meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Mocli
and China's President Xi Jinping meeting in five
years, a5 well as the resumption of the Special
Representatives' tlks on border issues. Wiser
heads would lenow that disengagement does not
mean "dispute resolution’. The border conilict
still remaing allve and unchanged, Far more
newds o be done to reach any kind of détente,
Irlia, hence, cannot afford to ‘take its eye off the
ball’,

Meanwhile, China has, of e, mken a series of
steps o strengthen security cooperation with
natioms of the Glohal South, which are aimed at
outilanking India. It recently facilitaed
reconciliation talks that were held in Beljing
among varlous Palestine factions. In September
last year, China and African nations jointly agreed
Lo progress the China-sponsored Global Seeurity
Indtiative (GS1) and deepen cooperation in areas
sueh as counter terrorism, disaster management
and public health,

China also managed o steal a march over India
during the Shanghal Cooperation Organisation
Summit held in Pakistan in October, It ook full

MLE. Narayunan

& larmer Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
& larmer National
Security Adviser, and
& larmer Gavernos
of West Bengal

While 20024 saw
litical
uncertalnty
across the
globe, 2025 will
require defit
handling by
India's
pelicymakers

aelvantage of the absence of the Indian Prime
Minkstier st the Summit to mute Incdia’s volce ot
forum that is rervchludm being anti-West. Mr, Xi
again vook full advantage of the Asia Pacilic
Economic Cooperation Summit, in Peru in
Newvember, o strengthen ties with ‘traditional
enemy’, lapan.

Japanese Prime Minisier Shigeru Ishiba has
sinoe agreed with Mr. X1 to promote a ‘muwtually
heneficial relationship . based on commeon
strategic interests',

The churn in South and West Asia

It s in India's tracditional area of influence, viz.,
South Asia, however, that the biggest churn is
taking place - or has already taken place,
Questions have been ralsed after the ouster of the
Sheikh Hasina regime in Bangladesh as w
whether India indeed has a proper
‘neighbourhood policy', Today, India appears
almaost isolated in the region and with the eclipse
of Ms, Hasina and the emergence of a caretaker
regime (which is openly hostile 1 Incia), Incia
appears friendless.

Both Nepal and Sri Lanka today appear to look
like “fair weather friends’ — at least in so far as the
present is concerned. Where the Maldives stands,
Is Indeed a subject to debate. Pakistan has always
been nimical to India, and Afghanistan today
does not seem to figure prominently in India's
caleulations. Blutan, under the present King,
does pot display the same warmth towards India,
appearing more intent on balancing relations
with China, Actoss the Sowth Asia region,
therefore, how the roll of the dice would tum out
I matter of speculation,

Far more problematic though could well be the
Impact of the current churn in West Asin, more
specifically, the developments in Syria of late, The
ouster of the Assad regime in Syria s centain (o
hawe o eataclysmie impaet on tiat part of the
world, In turn, it will have relevance for countries
in the wider reglon as well, including India, How
Indlia deals with the siua g from the
collapse of the erstwhile Bashar al-Asswd regime,
and the takeover of the reins by a Sunni group,
the "Hayat Tahir al Shams (HTS) is unclear, Tts
leader, who carried the nom-de-guerre Abu
Mohammed al Julani, has since reverted 1o his
real name, Ahmed Hussain al Sharaa, The HTS
leader was previously linked to al Qaeda, and
even briefly firted with the Islamic State (IS15),
bt s teslay displaying a more moderate outlook,

of late, become mare reliant on Russia and Iran o
rnaintain its hold over the country, From Indin's
viewpaolnt, the Assad family (belonging to Syria's
Alawite group, a minority sect of Shia lskam) was
Enitially viewed as a stabilising force in the Gull
region, especially during the difficult that
rocked parts of West Asia in the wake of the Arab
Spring, India, home to a Shia and Sunni

PO had greatly 1 this, More
recently, many of these perceptions had altered,

‘The implications of a Sunni regime in Syria are
certain to be P e by one,
of the so-calbed *axis of resistance” are being
clissnantlec. On the other hand lsrael, despite its
pogrom in Giza, seems o be guining the upper
hand in West Asia. Which side has gained the
most, ghven recent developments in Syria, Is not

fully clear, but quite evidently, Iran has been a

nser = and it might well result in Iran's influence
across West Asla declining, [t may also no longer
b the same revolutionary force in West Asia, that
it was perceived o be following the 1979
revelution in Iran, The Ayatollahs in ran are also
set o e a major setback, and a major chum in
Tran cannot be ruled out. The Shia world as a
whole would, thus, be the overall loser, and
militins such as the Hexbollah could well be cut 1o
slze,

Implicitly, the pro-Palestine movement would
be adversely affected and Palestine may not
persist as a live issue, Global jihad could also face
a deathblow.

The biggest gainers will in all likelihood be
Dsrael and Tirkiye, Russia's influence has suffered
with the fall of the Assad regime. But given
Russin's relations with Tikrkiye's strongman,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and the pragmatic
approach tiaken by Russian Presidemt Viadimir
Putin, Russin could well retrieve the situation,

Do not rule out the digital threat

In conclusion, it needs to be mentioned that
notwi the develop in the
peo-political avena, it is the digital threat that ks
set o achieve a guantum leap during 2025, The
sltuation warrants careful assessment and
sending out of a dire warning about the dangers
present in the digital arena. Some of this was
evident during the latter part of 2024, but this is
Hkely to grow exponentially during 2025,

¥ B amaong 5 18

ruitional infrastructure in a manner that had
never previously been envisaged. According 1o

It muay, hewever, be too early to what
the outlook for Syria is, and for the reglon as a
whole under the new dispensation.

The HTS was able to wage 4 successful
offensive against the Assad regime lirgely
because it could identify with the Sunni majority
im Syria, in contrast tw the Assad regime that hixd,

chita available with Agencies, there wis 4
dramatic rise in cyber atiacks oceurring in India
in the recent period. Almest all major companies
and Government institutions were hit by denial of
service and ransomware attacks, All this is set 1o
ncrease in geometrical progression during 2025
and the following years.

Symbolism must not become misplaced showmanship ’

ymbols have an intangible vilue as they

represent some important fieets of He,

Leaders use the resulting symbolism
smartly to message thelr views, It is for this
reason that the recent removal of a painting, a
symbol of an iconic moment in modern India's
military history, from the Indian Army Chief"s
office lex, in New Dielhi, g la
nationwicke surge of emotions,

The painting, of the surrender of the Pakistani
Ary b0 Inddia in the 1970 war, has been relocated
oy conference centre named after Fiebd Marshal
Sam Manekshaw, But the incident highlights the
impaortance of v:ululnf symibals for thelr quality
and effect; this is vital, considering the ongoing
“drive’ in the military tw induct-in learnings that
are connected to a distant past. In this drive it
must be remembered that history is truth, aken
as a whole, and any segmented adoption will lead
o skewwedd bearning.

As the dust settles on the angst raised by the
removal of the painting, some facets of symbaols
andl the associated symbolism need evaluation.
Five importam ones stand out - identity,
leadership, direction, faith and competency, A
few examples would suffice,

(ther examples

Whien Lsrael was established, the swearing-in of
military recruits ok place after a groelling
desert march to Fort Masada where they wok a
vow to protect thelr country, It symbolised a
mever give in' attitude born from the spirit of a
Broup of 960 Jews whe, in 73 CE, fought 1o the
end against the Romans, ‘Masada’ has become a
symbol of the identity of an lsmaeli soldier,

On April 17, 22, The Washington Post wrote:
“An aerial art show pulled thousands of
Washingtonians out of their offices, vehicles and
e on Tuesday marning [April 17] 45 NASA'S
space shutte Discovery blew into town atop a

Alr Vice Marshal
Manmahan
EBabadur (retired:
Fornar Additional
Dirsctor Ganersl,
Centre lor Alr Power
Studlies

The controversy
aver the
removal of the
feomie 1971 war
palneing
highlights the
Importance of
valuing symbaols
for thelr quality
and effect

muoddified 747, the battered space veteran taking a
fimal victory jaut [afver Anishing is useful life]
before landing at Dulles International Alrport...
There were costumes, there were cheers and, of
course, there were tears,” That *flypast’ was
symbolie of national pricke in the leadership
position of the American space programme,

Sometimes, leaders remingd themselves of the
Import of their position, U.S, Preskdent Harry 5.
Truman hac a talde placard that read, *The Buck
Stops Here', And, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru had the I':mmuatlimmul‘smr;mru; by
Woods on a Snowy Evening' by Robert Frost on
his tuble: "The woods are levely dark and deep,
bt 1 have promises o keep, And miles o go
before 1 sleep, and miles o go before 1 sleep.
They were reminders to the two heads of stae
bat, symbalically, had another purpose - the
“knowledge” of the positioning of these placards
om the leader’s desk was a subitle direction o
their countrymen of their duty ton,

Doty is visible, ina unicque way, at the Base
Camp of Slachen Glacier (the highest battlefield in
the world) where there is a shrine of "0F Baba',
Whe 0.1 Baba was is not known but the tale of
him beating back the enemy, single handed, at
Mulaum Ew Is legendary. The battabion moving
up the Glacier reports to the Baba and seeks his
Idessings for a safe tme on the treacherous
glacier,

O its de-induction, the battalion reports w
him again and thanks him, 0., Baba, thus, ks a
symbol of Eaith in the almighty by soldiers of all
religions and a conviction that all will be well,

The importance of 1971

In independent India’s history, December 16, 1971
15 a vechleter day when India won a resounding
victory against Pakistan, Measured against any
pairmmetien, the painting of the surrender
ceremany is iconle and has come to represent the

pinnacke of India's milicary and politieal
competency, For sure all services were dooIlL
Envolved but it was the Army jawan who led the
foray, resulting in the surrender of 53,000
Pakistani soldiers, The lconic scene is seared in
the memories of all Indians — and, rightly so, a
buge blow-up adommed a room in the Army
Chief™s affice complex, 1t is where the Army Chief
meets heacks of foreign armed forces and
clignitaries and the message each one of them
wonld have carried would have been of India's,
and the Incian Army's, finest hour, The
replacernent painting (whose quality is
debatable) s wated o represent the future vision
of the Indian Army — ina way it 8 a toss-up
between a subtle communication of a spectacular
politico-military success and that of an imagined
future,

‘Which is more suited o be in the Indian Army
Chief™s affice? Well, one cannot dictate how
someone furnishes his office - one can only have
an opinkon, But would the painting have a view?
Alas, if only it could speals,

The statue in Ladakh

The post seript. Even as the controversy over the
removal of the palnting seemed o ebl there is
another one now, raised by the recent installation
of Shivaji's ststue on thie shores of the frigid
Pangong Tso (lke) in Eastern Lackikh, There have
been disapproving views, including these by the
bocal couneillor, of an inappropriate choice
having been made. Having operated extensively
in the area, one cannot but rue the fact that iF any
symbol was required to link valour with local
history, it should have been that of Zorawar
Singh, the legendary Dogra general, whose forys
took him deep into Tibet, Symbolism is about
linking the viewer to a "feel’ that he can connect
with in his surroundings. Else, it is misplaced
showmanship,

LETTERS TO T

i EDITOR

Mega project for Nicobar
The report, "Cruise terminal
proposed for Great Nicobar
Iskand” (January 5), was
disturbing to read. The
ecologically super-sensitive
Islands will be subject to
destruction. The endemic
flora and fauna can never
et replaced, The island is
of strategic Importance in
terms of our maritime
security, Hence, the
activities here should only
be for those that concern
our defence forces, There
seem to be overenthusiastic

officials in Delhi who should
heed the word of caution
and the points being raised
by the local senior officials,
B. Sundar Raman,

Coimbatore

The shiady manmer in which
the central government is
attempting to implement its
much-trumpeted "¢72,000
crore mega-infrastructre
project’ will result in
catastrophic consequences.
Itis haped that the National
Graen Tribunal will deter
the government from

implementing the project.
This is a mament for
anvirenmentalists, scientists
and environmental
advocates to come together,
make this issue a rallying
point, and thwart the
EOVENMENt's attempt by
launching a "Save Nicobar"
mass movement,

TN, Venugapalan,

Wochi

Meet farmers, start talks
The farmers' protest has
rekindled memaories of the
year-long agitation, during

2020-21, near Delhi's
borders, The protest now s
Tor the legitimate demand
by farmers on M5F and a
waiver of loans, The
pevernment should begin
talks with representatives of
all kison organisations to
resolve thelr long-pending
demands.

S.K. Khesla,

Chandigarh

The M5FP for key agricultural
commadities has been a
persistent sticking point in
the negotiations between

sem

the government and the
farmers, Indian farmers'
preblems have worsened as
farm incomes have been
squeezed by slower output
growth, higher costs and
Inereased wulnarability to
climate change. There is
basically a lack of
understanding of what
agriculure needs, Above all,
there ks a lack of political
commitment to ensure
remunerative prices to
farmers,

R. Sluakumar,
Chennal

In Sydney
The Border-Gavaskar
Trophy lived up to its name,
The two powerhouses in
the game fought hard and,
the better team won, This
series will mark the end of
many eras and alse the
start of new ones, The
record attendance during
the matches ensures that
Test cricket lves on,
Subash Balakrishnan,
Mississaugn, Ortario, Canada
Letters ernailed o
|ettersdthehindu,co.in
must cany the postal address.
e
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GOD IS THE SOLE
CONTROLLER

Logic, practicality and experience point to the
necessity of a singular, omnipotent force governing all

A
AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

magine there baing more than ane controller of the Greation. They

disagree on some matters and are not able to resolve them. What

kind of chaos will result? Therefare, there being mare than one con-
troller is ilogical, impractical and unimaginable. And this reality rules
out all small A% we imaging 1o be. Don't we all
feel that we control something or another? Do we? These examples
should provide the answer. There is a huge corparation, which employs
thousands of people worldwide. s owner has a say over who is used
and at what level
This is fine till something like a COVID-19 pandemic hits. There are
lockdowns, quarantines and other social restrictions. This affects the
working of the corporation. What about the so-called controller? He
is under quaranting. Another example is of a president of a big coun-
iry. He is pufied up by the power he enjoys. Unfortunately, he is assas-
sinated. The assassin had control over his life, and this assassin was
hanged. Who controlled what?
Let me take a t The man of the house making most
decisions about the household may feel that be is a controller. What
happens when the lady of the house opposes him on some issue?
Where did the control go? We must understand that making decisions
is not corrolling anything because that would require controliing results.
A team leader can make decisions on behalf of his team but he, him-
self, is controlied by circumstances. The only entity, who can ensure
some result every time is God only, and no one else, now or ever
Having understood that God is the whole and sole controller, let us

understand how He manages it. The control is exercised through the
‘Karmaphala Principle’, which is just and according to the highest reli-
gious principles ('with — the Bhagavad Geeta 18.78), which is ‘dhar-
ma'. Briefty, it is ‘what you sow is what you reap.’ Isn't that fair? No
one can complain, and no one escapes punishment either, death
notwithstanding,
Many engage in wrongful acts hoping to get away from punishment
from man-made laws, but in God's control, no one does. Similary,
rewards are forever coming, as decided by the Divine Authority, which
works under the supenntandence of God. Similarly, God has empow-
ered the material nature to give birth to the world along with moving
and stationary objects. And on account of this, the world goes on.
(The Bhagavad-Geeta 9.10) Questions are raised about God's fair-
ness and the System set by Him not being just. It is not true, which
will be clear from the following examples. How was Hiroshima wiped
out? Why were 50 many wormen and childran kiled or maimed? Surely,
many must have bean innocent.
The answer is very simple. All those bom there were destined to be
hurt in that fashion. Only those, who had bad karmapahalas coming
to fruition were born there. Doesn't the divine authority have control
over who would be born where? They have complets control and they
also know the future.
Accordingly, they manage the Creation. Another instance could be of
an infant dying soon after birth. Could we know that this soul had
punishment coming for the heinous crime he had committed in his
previous life; he had forced his wife to abort because the child was
agir? | am speculating, but that could be a reason. All souls are relo-
cated after death. Where they will go will depend on many factors.
Only God knows!

(The writer is & spirtual guide and teacher; wiews are personal)

Bhagwat champions unity as the

path to India’s

Vishavguru vision

SUKHDEYV SINGH

Highlighting the risks posed by divisive narratives such as ‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes,
Mohan Bhagwat stresses the importance of embracing India’s pluralistic identity

Sahjeevan,

elivering a
Vyakhyanmala series lecture
on the topic, India—the
Vishavguru, the RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat expressed
his concern over the recent upsurge of
‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes and pointed out:
“After Ram Mandir, some think they can
become leaders of Hindus by raking up
similar issues in new places”. Rejecting the
practice, he said, “This is not acceptable”
Echoing his comment on Gyanvapi
Masjid that “We look for a Shivling
beneath cw:lz maosque.” implying that we
should not, he cautioned: "The days of
hegemony are gone” and that now
“People choose their representatives,
who run the government” Questionin,
the “language of dominance.” he acknowl-
edged the pFumIiﬁlic nature of Indian soci-
ety, where ‘tradition’ allows people to live
in harmony while following their respec-
tive faiths. Drawing a comparison of India
with the world, where simi v is the
rinciple of unity, for India, he said,
Diversity is an ornament of unity, and
we should respect and accept it
Rejecting hatred, malice, enmity, and sus-
ﬁicion daily under the burden of the past,
e ruled out the ‘majority-minori
binary and emphasised, *Everyone is
equal here” To be a Vishavguru, India
should be a nation of people who can rise
above caste and religious differences. By
what he has said, Bhagwat has targeted
maore than one point while ackncvw?cd.g-
ing the reality of about 2000 million
Muslims hcﬁid}cs the Christians, Sikhs,
and others in India, on the one hand, and
the geopolitical realities, on the other.
If that is so, then the word ‘Hindu' needs
to be accepted as an Arabic-Persian cog-
nate of the Sanskrit ‘Sindu’ and
‘Hindustan’ as a reference to the land of

lace of and for the
people of a specific rcqlgmn The h' tor-
ical chronicles state that the rive du'
was pronounced as 'Indus’ by the Greeks

IDENTITY WAS frade
COD”:lED BY ﬂ' in I;a]sla nuflhclrcml{.“mtn the
SECTION OF regio thedi
PEOPLE AS A tion.
HINDU NATIONAL fmmeh ottt et
REL'G'UUS m:n:::::nll‘ SJ{BBIIISCd. o Ewo axes:

ID ENT'TY Since the
DIVIDING THE gnd no
PEQPLE ON ll remains 0n|.:.- a set of socio-cul-

tural practices while the peaple
RELIGIOUS practice a variety of their respec-

+and ‘Al-Hind. which later became
‘Hinds" or ‘Hindus’ by the Arabic
Iranians.
The Greeks called ‘the land of
Indus’ India, while the Arabic-
speaking people called the region
‘Hindustan. It was a reference to
the geographical region of old
Punjab. The land of Hindus ie.
the people of river Sindu, called
Hindustan or India in the above
s a land of several lcl]gmus
such as Shaivism,
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism,
besides the principles of ancient
Vedas and Puranas, and the word

‘Hindu' has been a geographic
THE INDIAN and a cultural identifier to distin-
NAT'ONAL guish between the indigenous

le and others who came as
rs o invaders, like Muslims,
ians, and Jews, etc., at the

ction, however,
not mean religious oppe

s and the axis

f similarit

t

IDENTITY  of differences. The people from

AND AN the 'ather’ lands gradually became
the

cople of the land called

HIII;\’]HIGTJ or India, settling per-
ISLAMIC p

manently and adding to the diver-

NATIONAL sitics on the land of the river

Sindhu.

is no definite founder
gle holy text to estab-

sm called 'Hinduism,

tive religious worship.

LINES The \%mds ‘Hiﬁdu' and
‘Hindustan' have remained signi-
fiers for the geographic-cultural
practices un lﬁ projected as a reli-

‘ghous and national identifier in

the carly twenticth century in
apposition to the calonial Tule
and in reaction to the Khilafat
Movement by the Muslims in sup-
port of the Turkish Ottoman
Sultan during the freedom move-
ment of India,

The Indian national identity was
codified by a section of people as
a Hindu national religious iden-
tity and an Islamic national iden-
tity, dividing the people on reli-
gious lines. The division was
perpetrated by the colonial British
in more than one way, leading to
the partition of India.Since 1947,
free India has been a sovereign
state mation, though it .tihnu%d
have been a state of cultural
nations politically united as a fed-
eral political state, settling the
issue of religious nations forever.
Yet India has stood the test of its
unity in diversity with some col-
lisions on the sidelines.

The internal dynamism of society
and state is its continued collision
and cohesion in their weaving: the
maore complex a society or a state
is, the higher its level of collision-
cohesion dynamics. For the well-
being of the land and its popula-
tion, the political drivers must
turn the power to strengthen
‘diversity’ against the "forced
homogeneity' as a principle of
organisation. But with the rising
assertion of Hindu religious iden-
tity and a Hindu nation-state
over Hindu geographic-cultural
identity juxtaposing with the
recent upsurge in ‘Mandir-Masj ud
controversies, rightly perceive
Mohan Bhagwat, l{'n: danger ln
the unity and cohesion is more
imminent than not.

The sooner the ideologues of
identitics understand it, the bet-
ter it is for the people living

together for centuries. Mohan
Bhagwat seems to have realized it,
and rightly so, he has underplayed
the slogan—one nation, one peo
ple’ —stating, "Without Muslims,
Hindutava is incomplete™ Hindus
and Muslims are different but
complementary. Hindustan, or
India, or Bharat, is a land of diver-
sities, and only by choice of the
ideology and practice of inclu-
sion, it can become Vishavguru.
To be the Vishavguru is to expe-
rience and accommodate more
The Vishav, i.e., the uni-
wverse, is organized into networks
of similarities and differences, yet
the precursor of life on earth is
the “difference’ that engenders
diversity.

Mohan Bhagwat's nuanced
remarks underscore the impor-
tance of unity amidst diversity in
India’s journey toward becoming
a Vishavguru, Acknowledging
India's pluralistic fabric, he
emphasised harmony over divi-
sive narratives like *Mandir-
Masjid' disputes and rejected
notions of religious hegemony.
Bhagwat traced the historical and
cultural origins of terms like
‘Hindu' and 'Hindustan, advocat-
ing for their geographic and cul-
tural significance rather than a
singular religious identity. He
urged pol.ilicfl and social leaders
to strengthen diversity as a foun-
dation for national cohesion. By
embracing inclusion and mutual
respect, India can truly embody
the universal ideals required to be

a global guide and leader,
(The writer is Professor {Rdd}
Guru Nanak De
Amritsar, Vice
Indian National Fmsl_,l’w AJ! 6
Cultural Heritage, New Delhi;
views are personal)

The Bhagavad Gita: A blueprint for resilience, holistic health and leadership

From inspiring modern management practices to enriching prenatal care, the Gita’s teachings resonate deeply in today's fast-paced world

he Bhagavad Gita is

I revered as a profound
source of resilience,
wisdom, and ethical guid-
ance, often referred to as the
essence of the Upanishads.
Known as Brahmavidya or
"Superior Knowledge," it
offers timeless insights inta
life, existence, :m; cosmic
truths. Despite being com-
posed millennia ago, the Gita
remains relevant today, pro-
viding practical teachings for

nn(\:fa nf_{ the complexities of

Its wisdom extends across
diverse ficlds such as manage-
ment, leadership, psychology,
and medi ‘or example,
many prestigi
The Relevance of Beeja
Sanskara and Garbha
Sanskara

A lesser-known yet signifi

KASHINATH
ANDI

cant aspect of the Gita is its
emphasis on Beja Sanskara
(pre-conception practices)
and Garbha Sanskara (post-

conception  practices).

Through the concept of
Atmaja Bhava, it highlights
the importance of establish-
ing a deep connection with
the unbom child, These prac-
tices, rooted in Ayurveda and

Yoga, nurture wisdom, emo-
tional stability, and virtuous
qualities in the foetus, foster-
ing halistic development. The
scripture also underscores
the importance of Satvika
Ahara—a pure, balanced diet.
D“""‘If pregnancy, this diet
not only supports the physi-
cal health of the mother and
foetus but also nurtures emo-
tional and spiritual harmony,
laying the foundation for a
well-rounded individual.
Resilience, Energy and
Cosmic Balance

Rather than considering the
Gita as the book of any per-
son, caste, creed, country or
religion, it is a guide to one’s

own personal, al, social,
and spiritual resilience and
adaptability.

Its teachings on persever-
ance, balance, and inner

strength resonate deeply with
those facing modern chal-
lenges. The Gita's perspective
on energy and cosmic balance
aligns with contemporary
scientific principles.
Ayurvedic Insights on Foetal
Development

‘The Giitals teachings influence
Ayurvedic principles, partic-
u]}arly in prenatal care. It
identifies six essential Bhavas
contributing to foetal devel-
opment: Matruja Bhava
{mother's qualities) Pitruja
Bhava [[nthrﬁ ualities)
Atmaja Bhava [S‘Jlj connec-
tion) Satmyaja Bhava (com-
pnlibilit}"{ asaja  Bhava
{nutrition) Satvaja Bhava
{mental stability)

These emphasise the impor-
tance of parental health,
nutrition, emational well-
being, and spiritual align-

Rl A :.ﬁ:

ment in shaping the childs
future. Such principles form
the core of Garbha Sanskara

practices, increasingly recog-
nised in modern prenatal
care for their holistic

approach.

The Balanced Mind:
Sthitaprajna

One of the Gitas most pro-
found teachings is the con-
cept of Sthitaprajna. This
idea of remaining unaffected

by success or failure, chal-
lenges or triumphs, is partic-
ularly relevant in today's fast-
paced world. Cultivating such
equanimity fosters mental
resilience and emational sta-
bility, enabling individuals
to navigate life's ups and
downs with composure,
Holistic Health Through
Integration

The Gita advocates an inte-
grated approach to Ahar
{dict), Vihar (lifestyle), Nidra
(sleep), Achar (conduct), and
Vichar (thoughts).

These elements must work
cohesively to promote com-
prehensive health and well-
niess. This holistic philosophy
supports inter-science and
intra-science integration in
medicine. Intra-science inte-
gration ensures that all
aspocts of a medical system

work together to manage
chronic conditions effective-
Iy, while inter-science integra-
tion leverages the strengths of
multiple systems for optimal
care. This collaborative
approach is essential for
addressing both acute and
chronic conditions.

Holistic Development and
Liberation: The Gita offers a
roadmap for holistic self-
development, encompassing
physical, mental, and spiritu-
al growth.

Its teachings on Dharma
(duty), Karma (action), and
Bhnﬂli (devotion) provi
practical guidance for Icad.i.ﬂ%
a purposeful and ethical
life. Moreover, the Gita pro-
vides insights into persanal-
ity development, emational
mastery, and the attainment
of Moksha {liberation).

Its universal principles res-
anate across ﬂipli‘:cs such
sychaol hilosophy,
leade nﬁlp. F:;f[crinpg );
rrnmcwmk for self-realisa-
tion and collective well-being.
In conclusion, the endurin,
relevance of the Bhagav,
Gita lies in its uni\'r:ma]srirs-
sage of harmony, balance,
and self-awareness. It inspires
individuals and socicties
towards holistic growth and
ethical living.
Whether guiding inner con-
flicts or addressing socictal
complexities, the Gita
remains an effective tool for
achieving balance, resilience,
and self-mastery in an ever-
changing world.
(The author is Director of
thie Mavarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga; views are
persanall
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Why 1978 ‘anti-conversion’ law in Arunachal could now be enforced

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHAT, JANUARY &

THE ARLINACHAL PRADESH povernment is
working o bring a 1978 law against "foroe-
ful" comversion out of cold storage by fram-
ingrules forits implementation, 46 years al-
teritwas enacted,

punishes the person conducting the comver-
sion for failure to do so. Since it was enacted
in 1978, successive governments have not
framed the rules for its implementation,
because of which it lay dormant for nearly
five decades,

Why was the Act introduced?
Arunachal Pradesh is home o a number
of different small ethnic communities with

of Religion Act?
The law, enacted by the then Union
Tz'mmry nr )\nmachal Pladeﬁhs first

an beliefs and practices, The
Mnnpm andl Sherdukpens of West Arunachal
Pradesh bordering Tibet and Bhastan practise
Mahayana Buddhism, while the Khamptis

con-
version "By use of force or Mummmtnrl)y
Fraudulent means®, | i of

in Eastern Arunachal practise
Thm‘nuada Buddhism.

imprisonment for up totwo years and afine
ofup toRs 10000 for the offence of "comvert-
ing or attempring to comvert™ forcefully* from
one religious faith to another Gith,”

The Act also requires that every act of
conversion be reported to the Deputy
Commissioner of the district concerned, and

W tribes engage in polytheistic
nature and ancestor worship, Of these, the
worship of Donyi Polo in partioular — prac-
tised by the Tand group of tribes comprising
the Myishis, Adis, Apatanis, Galos, Misings
and Tagins — has taken an institutionalised
form over the years,

Unlike other hilly Morth Eastern states

EXPLAINED

WHATUS SURGEON GENERALSAYS
ABOUT DRINKING AND CANCER RISK

ALCOHOL IS the third leading preventa-
ble cause of cancer in the United States
after tohacco and obesity, according oa
new report by the US Surgeon General.
The advisory, released last week, also said
allalcoholic drinks — whether beer, wine
or spirits — should carry a label warning
consumers about their cancer risks, like
packs of cigarettes do.

According to the report, aleohol use
contributes o 100000 cancer cases and

20,000 related deaths each year,

The report is also a blow to those, in-
cluding alcohsl companies, who have
been advocating that moderate drinking
can help prevent heart attacks and stro-
kes. Growing research has shown that
even one drink per day can increase the
risk of certain cancers such as breast,
mouth, and throat cancers,

How does alcohol lead to cancer?

According to the report, there are four
wiays, These are:

DNA DAMAGE: The body processes
alcohol into acetaldehyde, a chemical
compound that can damage DMA and
prevent cells From repairing the damage,
This can raise the chances of mutations
anduncontredled cell growth, which play
a part in the formation of tumours,

OXIDATION & INFLAMMATION:
Acetaldebyde is converted into acetate in
a process that ivolves exidation, produc-

thas
one drink daily, cenry

rectum, esophagus, liver, mouth, throat,
and larynx cancers.

*The risk for cancers of the breast, the
miouthand the throat may rise with con-
sumptionof as litthe asone drink a day, or
even less,” the US Surgean General Dr
Vivek Murthy said, according to a report
in The New York Times,

The report highlighted that alcohol ir-
ritates and damages the protective mu-
cosal lining — the moist, inner lining
found in the mouth, nose, lungs, and
stomach — that usually guards cells from
CATCinggens,

‘What about likelihood?

The report said that an aloohaol-related

cancer will develop in about 10 of every
100 men who consume less than one
drink perweek, 11 of every 100 who av-

tai erage one dri
who consume two drinks daily,

CyRe
ing molecules that damage cells and con-
tribute to cancer-causing inflammation,
RAISING RISK FROM TOBACCO:
Carcinogens from other sources, esp

K daily,and 13 of every 100

Higher alcohal consumption in-

creases breast cancer risk in wornen from
roughly 11 cases in every 100 of those
who

cially partic] ke, can dis-
solbve in alcohol, maldng iveasier for them
to be absorbed into the body.
HORMONE PRODUCTION: Alcohol
oonsUmplion increases levels of some hor-
miones, including estrogen, which canin-
crease risksfor breast and ovarian cancers,

and P

less than one drink per

wiek, to 13 cases in every 100 whocon-
sume one drink per day and 15 in every
100 who consume two drinks per day, ac-
cording o the repart,

The US Cnnmls for Disease Control
oholic bev-

like Nagaland, Mizoram and Meghalaya,
Christianity entered Arunachal only in
the 1950s,

This was neot just due to the difficult ter-
rain, but also the cobonial policy of isalating
the "frontier regions”, which included re-
strictions on the entry of missonaries, These
restrictions continued after
Independence via the Inner
Line system,

Missionary efforts in the
foathill areas of Assam led toin-
roads in the 1950s. The first church in
Arunachal was setup in 1957 at Rayang vil-
lage in the present-day district of East Siang,
close o Assar's Dhemai district. In the com-
img decades, census data indicated a steady
Erowth in the numbul of people |mn:1fy|ng
as Christi 0.70%
in1971 w1.323.m 1981

Communities such as the Padam, Adi,
Mocte and Myishi, located near the foothill
missions, in particular witnessed massive
change, which triggered “debates about the

ANILSASI
MEW DELHL JANUARY 5

ALMOST ONE in two cars sold by Toyota
Kirloskar Motor over the past one year in
Imwdia was a rebadged Maruti Suzuki procduect
- wludl pmpel]ed Tuyma o its best-cver

A0 year-

nnwl gmmh in umt salesin FY24,

"is proving tobean ef-
Fectm EAIEL matngy for carmabkers, and it is
| in year What
s '|nd wihyisit wnrklng 0 \m:]l for manu-
Facturers such as Toyota and Sy

EXPLAINED

various ways inwhich missionaries prosely-
tiwe, the socio-cultural changes that comer-
sion brought to the respective tribes, and
wh.n level of threat conversion poses to in-
" inthe state A by, 50~
ciologists Bhaswati Borgohain and Mekory
Dodum wrate in *Religious Nationalism,
Christianisation and Instituti-
analization of Indigenows Faiths
in Contemporary Arunachal
Pradesh, Indin’ [(2023). MLAs
demanded *protection of their
indigenous religions and cultures”,

Wiy has the Act remained dormant?

The Act was contested in Arunachal and
beyond even before it received Presidential
assent, The Arunachal Chrristian Forum was
formed the year after it was enacted, its cur-
rent president Tarh Min says, to push for the
repeal of the Act, It continues o lead the push
against the Act, which Miri called an “anti-
Christian law" that can be *misused by the
district administration or police”,

The number of Christians in Arunachal
has Brown rapidly over the years, Chmtlanﬁ
C 026% of th I inthe
last census of 2011, making Christianity the
largest religion in the state. |t is because of
rhese numbers and vocal opposition by
Christian groups that "no Chief Minis
has moved to implement [the Act| so f;
Miri said,

He added, however, that there are now
chances of “interference by external forces”,
referring to the BJP government in the state,
and the RSS and its affiliates, who view the
state’s “indigenous faiths™ as part of “San-
atana Dharma”,

Why is the Act back now?

In 2022, advocate Tambo Tamin, who is
aformer general secretary of the Indigenous
Faiths and Cultural Society of Arunachal
Pradesh [IFCSAP), had filed a PIL in the
Itanagar Benchof the Gauhati High Courtap-
pealing for the court i intervene over the
“failure™ of the state government to frame

Different cars, same look

Automakers are turning ‘badge engineering’, essentially a cost-cutting technique, into a winning
strategy. The Toyota and Maruti Suzuki twins on Indian roads are the most visible examples of this
success, ‘Badge engineering’' goes back a century, but has not always worked out for manufacturers

Platform sharing, with tweaks

Badge engineering refers to the sharing
of a platform or an entire vehicle by differ-
ent car manufacturers, with at least one of
them not needing to design orengineer a
new model from scratch,

share the same platform, broad design cues,
and the engine or parts of it, with perhaps
some of the aesthetics iweaked allgn wlm

The Maruti Suzuki Grand Vitara (right) and Toyota Urban Cruiser Hyryder
are siblings that were developed on the same platform, look alike, and
of their features,

THE TOYOTA-MARUTI SUZUKI TWINS

the design characteristics of the indi
brands,
There are diffie

TOYOTAGLANZA is in the two powert rains —
rebadged Maruti Suzukd Bllenu. mild hybrid tech (Maruti Suzuki) and
Twnuhlsnristhe Slnuld!‘mms.and mumtwbridmammmhnudels
Thus, two differently branded cars can at Toyota's plantin
Errlna’stwln Blcluil Karnataka,
GRAND VITARA and Hyryder were HYCROSS-INVICTO and Hyryder-
de i did  Grand Vitara are almost exactly the
mast of the design work, and the same car, unmistakably twinsin

— 50, rebadging could produce completely
different cars from the same platform, or
maybe just swap badges with little else done
bogive each cara different or distinctive loalk,

For a century, from GM to Tata
One of the first documented cases of

badge engineering dates back to 1909, when

General Mr.ltr.lls smted sharing its chassis

erage as 1.5 ounces of 80-proof liquor, 5

What types of cancers have been

linked with alcohol use?
According to the report, aleohol use

increases the risk for breast, colon and

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

ounces of wine with 12% alcohaol, or 12
ounces of beer with 5% alcohol.
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Rahul Gandhi, others wear blue to House: the colour’s

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI JANUARY &

RAHLUL GANDHI and aeher Opposition lead-
ers, during the last parliamentary session,
turned up in Parliament wearing blue to
pratest U ister Amit Shahal-

BR Blue has

% + B Months MSP
18" DECEMBER 2024

A Monehs
Z¥IANUARY 2025
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law degree from Lincoln's Inm, a Ph D from
America and another one from England, the
drafting of the Constitution of India, By
memnmllslru; himin a st the Dalits were
celebratir
per caste citadel,” Guha wrate,
Anthropodogist Emma Tarka, in Cothing
Matters; Dress and identity in India ( 1996),
s choice of clothing

Ir.mg beL‘n asymbaolic colour for Dalits, as-
seciabed with Babasaheb and his politics,

Inspired by Ambedkar's suit

For at beast the last three tofour decades
of hislife — Ambedkar passed away in 1956
— Babasaheb was almost always seen
in public wearing an immaculate
three-piece suit,

Historian Ramachandra Guha has writ-
ten that the suit symbolised the fact that
Ambedkarescaped the fate that millions of
his mllt brethren continued to cndnm

arlitl

mmwas notsupposed towear a suit, bive or
otherwise, That he did was a consequence of
his extraordinary personal achievernents: a

w-th Mahatma Gandhi's.

“Itis ne coincidence that while Gandhi,
wiho came from the Vanive [Bania| caste,
chose to represent the Harijans |Dalits| by
dressing as a poor man in the deshi style,
Ambedkar, himselfa Harijan, chose to rep-
resent them by wearing a full set of Eu-
ropean clothes. Coming from a Harijan
Ibackground, and having felt the full weight
of social prejudice, he needed to break with
traition and had no nostalgia for the deshi
past which summed up centuries of
poverty and degradation,” she wrote,

Today, Ambedkar is populary memwari-
alised in a blue suit., This is one of the main
reasons for the adoption of blue as a symbol
of Dalit consciousness and resistance.

th allits different brands,

S0 GMC, which was traditionally identi-
Fied as atruck builder, began o offer its prod-
ucts with Chevrolet bending on the hood —
and vehicle platforms were progressively
shared with the other GM brands including
Oakland, Oldsmobile, Buick, and Cadillac,
Exterior appearances wene upgraded and in-
teriors were spruced up for the premium
brands such as Buick and Cadillac.

In India, the Hindustan Maotors Amb-
assadorwas probably the earliest successful
badge-engineered product, with a produc-
tion life From 1957 to 2014, At its core, the
goad old Ambassador was a rebad ged Series
1 Mawrris Oxford,

The Rover City Rover, marketed by the for-
mer British manufacturer MG Rover under
the Rover margue from 2003-05, was a re-
badged version of the Tata Indica.

rules for the Act,

On September 30 this year, after the
Advecate General of Arunachal Pradesh told
the court that the finalisation of the draft
rules would take .'motlwl le months, the
court closed th that “we ex-
pectthe mnmmed authorities to be mindful
of their ions and the draft
be finalised within a period of six months
from today."

Maya Murtem, General Secretary of the
IFCSAR, said that the implementation of the
Act would be an “armour.. with the rate at
which comversions are happening” in the
state. “Many of the people who have con-
weerted are moving away From their tradi-
tional practices, calling them alien’ and "evil,
Sothis Act is urgent to preserve our culture,”

Murtem said that the activities of the RSS
and its affiliates in the state are not seen with
similar comcern, The RSS doesn't convertus
but they have guided us ininstitutionalising
and documenting our faith," she said.

Collaborating, not twinning

The other type of cross-brand partner-
ship invohves collaboration at the platform
bewel, when the cars are being developed.

In the Indian market, the Hyunelai Creta
and Kia Seltos have pretty close underpin-
nings, although they're not as alike as the
Hyryder and Grand Vitara, The other exam-
peis the Hyundai Venue and Kia Sonnet,

The Hyuneai-Kia cars have some similar-
ities in their basic platforms and share some
engines and gearbox options, but much of
this collaboration is seeded at, and limited
to, the early development stages, Thereafter,
the twen South Korean companies — Kxaxsa

of Hyundai — fiercely P 1
thee markiets they are sald in,

Germany's Volkswagen and its Czech
group subsidiary Skoda have had a similar
partnership, visiblein case of the VW Taigun
and Skoda Kushag, or VW Virtus and Skoda
Slavia, In these models, while the basic plat-
form may be shared or broadly similar, thene
are marked differences in parameters such
as appearance, ground clearance, or the en-
gines and gearbox options.

Limits and some lessons

Whllu Toyota and Maruti Suzuki's brand
jip has been a winner,

While the Indica was a success in India,
the souped-up Rover version was pum-
melled in the United Kingdom as acrede at-
termpt to keep MG Rover out of bankrupeoy.

The costs and the benefits
Thee awto industry is highly capital inten-
sive, and economies of scake matter, By pro-
ducing more of the same, companies can
E.\JI’L‘ costs and increase uoluml.-s while
loww by
ments across models.

arsare
similar, they can base their buying decision
on factors such as familiarity with a particu-
lar brand, the warranty on offer, or conven-
ience of reaching a dealership, And carmak-
ers can position themselves as builders of a
premium product that costs more than the
models they are generally associated with,
Companies also get the opportunity to
widen their customer base inboth directions
—thus, Maruti Suzuki can reach the upward
end of consumer segments, and Toyota
Kirlonskar can tap consurners at the bowerend.
Maruti 5LIII.I|(I can o”‘ﬂl a Grand Vitara

ity wehicle — a rebadged Toyora Innova

others have struggled with it,
Renault and Nissan tried it, with lhﬂ

Hyeross —which allos i o retain
even as they move up the price bracket,

beingaffer
Duster, and the]ap.musecmnpmy offering
ts Sunmy as th It Scala, Bath the Nissan

ForToyota, ﬂum:" e ot uffenng
S i the b

sngmmr where it has traclitionally struggled
i Inetia, With the Taisor and Glanzain Toyota
showrooms, a Fortuner cwner now has the
oo to by a ;mal]m' second car.

h

Terrano and the Ry it Scala flopped.
Sorme flagship models have been kept out
of bounds — for instance, Suzuki has not
shared the Swift or Jimmy with Towota, and
thee Latter has not offered the Innowva Crysta

bles Toyotatoof-
fer cars kitted with the CNG option, a big
lraw in the utility vehicle segment.

While the Teyota-Maruti Suzuki twins
are practically the same cars, the Toyota ver-
sions tend to be slightly more expensive, For
instance, the Taisor is about Rs 22,000-
25,000 costlier man thL‘ F‘mlu: vanan:ﬁ with
the 1.2-i
mare premium 1,0-litre turbocharged en-
gine are almost identically priced, however,

In the case of the Grand Vitara, Maruti
sells more of the lower-priced mild hybrid
wariants, while Toyota sells higher volumes of
the s.trnng hybricls, Executives in both com-
jpanies say this is not the result of a deliber-
ate strategy, but is related more to the con-

pull effect,

owmeT util-

the blue blazer rose to popularity among
civilians (it had long been a part of military
attire — this is the contest in which the term
‘Mawy Blue' was coined in the 19th century ).
Many Ambedkarite scholars, however,
often emphasise onthe “ontological dimen-
sions of the colour Blue® as well, "One in-
terpretation is that blue refers to the sky
which denotes equality, There is no domi-
nance under th:gw everyone is equal, po-
litkcal scientist Valerian Rocrigues, author
of Ambedkar's Philosophy
(2024), saicl. “The colour blue
draws upon meanings that
are enshrined in {ulklnm

POLITICS

or Fortuner to its partner,

Badge engineering has been tried out
across price segments aswell.

The icomic British sports car maker Aston
Martin put Toyota's city car i) on the road in
201, The Aston Martin Cygnet was a Toyota
) with more bells and whistles, some cos-
metic restyling, and a big jump in the price
tag. Autocar UK recorded that the car sold
wery poorly, and Aston Martin has not at-
tempted amything similar since.

The Audi 50 — the smallest Audi ever —
was actually the first-generation VW Polo,
which was interestingly launched even be-
fore the Pole's production had commenced,
The Folo went on to win over customers
across markets, while the Audi 50 was soon
discontinued.

links to Ambedkar, Dalits

picted in blue in South Asian traditions,

This is perhaps why Ambedkar chose
the colour for the flag of the Scheduled
Caste Federation in 1942, Many Amb-
eclkarites directly trace the current impor-
tance of blue in the Dalit context to this de-
clsion.

Lastly, blue is also the colour of the
working classes, and those

Phule with red, the colour of his iconic
turban,

For Ambedkar, however, it was crucial
to pick a colowr that did not have any other
owent political association. He chose blue for
the SCF flag to represent an “autonomous
Dalit political agenda”,

‘.'\mbedlw wantnd (1] pa:nl a :nnllas[

manual labour — the so-called hluc-cnllar

thl: Hmdus( saffron], and Musllms(gmm:\

workers, Ambedkar's sche -
itics specifically spoke to this
section of society. “Ambe-
dkar's work recognises a

around the
veryspecific form u[slmggl! strugghe for
equality inan unequal, hierarchical world,”
he todd The Indian Express.

Some scholars alsu pmnl to the associa-

cleavage between the indus-
trial proletariat — low level
workers, often belonging to the depressad
classes — and capitalists” Rodrigues said.

‘Symbol of Dalit agenda’

tmnrthe:nluul andsof

Dalit

inthe past did not al-

Rahul Gandhi wearing blue duri
the recent Parliamentary session.
X RahuiGandhi
Significance of blue
Itis possible that 's choice of

a blue suit was simply guided by contemn-
porary Eashion trends in the West. Afterall,
e spent multiple years in New York and
LCI\IE\ inthe 19105 and 1920s, an era when

Itis a prominent m!nur inthe Bucddhist Nag

;ymhuhsmg 'thc spirit of Universal
all beings",

and other Buddhist figures are often de-

doy the cobour blue, For instance,
the Ad Dharm Movement that swept acrss
Punjab in the 1920s-30s was associated
with a shade of deep red, Similarly, most
people associate social reformer Jyotirao

ue adistinct vision of where
thc mation should head to, from the per-
spective of Ambedkar and the Dalits,"
Rodrigues said,

The present day pre-eminence of the
cobour blue in the Dalit context *is a product
of the association with Ambedkar. [t has
only become stronger over time," Rodrigues
said. Kanshi Ramy, for instance, drew heay-
ily from the iconography of the Republican
Party of India, the post-Indepencence suc-
cessor o the SCF when deciding the colours
and symibaol of his Bahujan Samaj Party.

s Rodrigues putit, "The colour blue isa
construct by whicha shared bond between
Dalits is ereated and enforced”,
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Vision for rural India

PM Maodi hails rural res;

ience at Grameen Bharat Mahotsav;

says rural prosperity is essential for national growth

Mahotsav 2025, held in New Delhi, hnghngh‘ung the transformative strides mada

Prlma Minister Narendra Modi delivered an inspiring address at the Gramean Bharat

in rural development. The avent ¢

lebrated the

of rural India

HIOg

under the theme “Building a Resilient Rural India for Viksit Bharat 2047"—a vision to
make India a developed nation by s centenary year of independence. PM Modi empha-

sised that the go ‘sl

policies and d

arg g rural India

in h

with newfound enargy. He hi

o

d significant achi

agricul-

ture and basic infrastructure that have elevated the quality of life In villages and driven
aconomic growth. Reflecting on India's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, he proud-
Iy noted how Indian villages defied ghobal doubts by ensuring vaccine access to the last
mile. He attributed this success to inclusive economic policies that cater o every sec-
tion of society, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's address at the Grameen Bharat Mahotsav
2025 highlightad significant achisvements in rural devek-
opment, painting an optimistic picture of progress.

villages continue to hinder

While these strides are commendable, a closer exam-
ination reveals underlying challenges that must be
addressed to ensure holistic and sustainable rural trans-
formation. P Modi emphasised healthcare advance-
ments, noting the establishment of over 1.5 lakh
Ayushman Aragya Mandirs and the growing reach of
telemedicing in rural areas. These initiatives reflect sub-
stantial progress; however, challenges such as a short-
age of trained healthcare professionals, limited infra-
structure, and inconsistent internet access in remote

Harmony: A prerequis

for national unity

The resurgence of communal discord calls for urgent reflection and action. It
is time to expose the forces that exploit differences for personal gain

he global communal
ecosphere is showing
change for the worse,
The word communal
here connotes and cov-
ers ethnic, racial, religious and
sectarian communities, The last
seven decades since 1950 have not
seen very many episodes of com-
munal conflict or conflagration in
the global society, After the ter-
rible death and destruction
wrought by the Second World
War (1929-1945) and the horri-
ble communal riots following
the partition of India into two
independent states, u||\|m|lcs. of
communal violence have been
relatively less compared to that in
carlier periods of world history,
OF late, the world is riven by acri
maony and wars at multiple loca-
tmns. and communally divisive
across ghobal societies

deliv-

ary, Agricullure has been a central focus of rural development efforts, with financial assis-
tance under PM-KISAN and a significant increase In agricultural loans helping farmers
anhance productivity, Yet, structural problems persist in the agrarian sector, including
reliance on unpredictable monsoon, insufficient crop diversification and market volatil-
ity. The protests against contentious agricultural reforms also highlight the need for more
inclusive policy-making and effactive stakeholder engagement, The Prime Minister high-

lighted the sharp reduction in rural poverty, which has reportedly fallen below 5 per cent
from 26 par cent in 2012. While this represents significant progress, the persi

appear o be mlng again, It
seems that during the above
period, the sentiments of mutu-
al hatred and antipathy among
certain global communities
remained suppressed, only to
resurface now,

It is time to review and relook at
the elements that go into hmlnl

e of

rural inequality and exclusion of marginalised communities from development initiatives
cannot be ignored. Poverty metrics alone do not capture the broader challenges of depri-
vation, including limited access to quality education, healthcare and soclal mability.
Infrastructure gaps, such as unreliable road connectivity, inadequate digital networks,
and inconsistent electricity supply, limit the potential of rural economies. Furthermore,
rural India's heavy depandance on agriculture undarscores the urgent need for econom-
e diversification and the creation of jobs in manufacturing and services. Prime Minister's
vision is Indeed laudable but a lot needs to be done for upliftment of rural masses.

hri Miranjeni Akhars take parl in 8 procession lowards Sangam, in Prayag)

ing and
harmany, With the wnrl.d in Ihl
terrible throes of wars at several
locations, it is perhaps time o
strengthen cmnmunnll harmony
and amity globally, pasticularly in
our soclety and not to allow it 1o
be undermined. History has been
written largely by the congquerors
of countries and the governing
elite, We often do not have true
accounts of history do not read
true history or otherwise are
inclined to interpret facts wrong-
ly, driven by our deep-seated prej-
udices,

1 we look clasely at the picture
and analyse it dispassionately, we
shall find that it is generally the
politicians and rulers who incit-
ed communal violence for their
own selfish needs or vile vested
interests. Often, these acts of
incitement are obscured through
disinformation campaigns,
There are cultural and ideologi-
cal differences between commu-
mities. What to talk of mainstream
religions like Hinduism, lslam,
Christianity or Buddhism, there
are major and minor variants of
these religions and sub-ideolog-

ical sects whase number touch-

Embracing your unique
journey to success

This year, let’s shift our focus inward, honour our unique paths

and recognise the triumphs that shape who we are

ow often have you
Hhmtm yoursell up
saying you don't mea-

sure wp 1o others in terms of
skillsets and success? How
often have you undervalued
your accomplishments with a
desultory wave of hand
.|._um||1.um|lhy.|‘0h thisis
something everyone does”
or “I havent done anything
reat”? Chances are that we
ave done it a greater num-
ber of times than what is good
for our self-esteem and con-
fidence.
A student of mine recently
approached me for a review
of her college admission essay
wherein she had not high-
lighted many of her strengths
that could catch the attention
r admission officer. “Oh,
malam, these are things
one in our school does.
st anything extracrdis
she said. 1 sat her down and
explained: “We aren't worried
about what others are doing,
Our fircus should be on what
we have done so far and how
it has been of consequence to
us and others”
The biggest reason for our
disenchantment with our lives
in this pacy waorld is we often
W\dm'mi.nmul'c‘.||\;|hi|jtimtz
trying to match them wit

others and trying to be one up
over the rest,

As long as we keep looking at
others, we shall never be s ghl

to make the cut, which is
completing a task 1o the best
of our abilities, putting forth
the best of our ideas as they
emerge in our intellect and
assessing their value not in
terms of where you stand or
what your ranking is in com-
parison, but giving ourselves
due credit for the distance we
have come given our specii-
ic challenges in life. No victo-

ry s small.

Tov the lintle bow pﬁlk‘[lLJPﬁl[ll\ﬂ
ina sack race at schoal, win

ning it or making it 1w the
ather end without stumbling
should be an accomplish-

ment, To a student who suc-

cessfully makes a presentation
in class, the comiort that she
ing in front of a
g about what
she believes in s a success. To

a speaker on the stage, the
mere fact that she is doing
something that many people
dread w do and evokes a
standing ovation is a matter
of great pris vy lintle stej

that takes us forward s signif-

Icant, ot when we think if we
are unique h{.:nnlr:m with
another, but by how far we
have come from where we
began,

True growth is not a race
L:.nlgq.\fh}l how others are per-
forming but by the mile-

SLOMES, We CIOss an Our jour-
neys, Our fixation with com-
parison often blinds us to our
progress. The yardstick of
success Is never universal—
what feels ordinary to one
could be an wtmmd}‘mr} tri-
umph for another. Yet, we
diminish our efforts simply
because they don't mirror
someone elses. We forget that
personal achievements, how-
ever modest they seem, are
slepping stones 1o greater
accomplishments,
COUPAEE SOIMLONE MUsLers Lo
speak in public for the first
time, or the quiet resilience it
takes to rise from personal
setbacks—these are viclories.
They may not be headline-
worthy, but they carry pro-
found significance in shaping

ASHA IYER KUMAR

our character and our path
forward, The mistake we often
make is believing that success
has o standard template, It
choesn't. As we step i new
year, let us make a consclous
choice—to shift the gaze
inward, to honour our unique
Journeys, and to celebrate
the progress we've made,
however small it may appear.
Let us define success not by
comparisons but by the
courage to keep going, the
strength to rise afer a fall, and
the grace to applaud ourselves
for showing up.You are
enough. Your story matters,
And your victories, no mat-
ter how quiet, deserve recog-
mitlon. Here's to a year where
we measure success by our
growth, not by how we cam-
pare to others, Let those who
conquer mountains do so
with pride and let those who
climb smaller hills find joy in
reaching their summits. And
fior those who can ¢
ther—whether by circum-
stance or choice—let their
strength shine in being the
chu\lﬁmdvm who uplift oth-
ers on their journeys.
(The avshor is a Dubai-
based colummist, and writing
coach and has published six
books, Views are personal)

ey A
es almost three thousand,
They all have major or minors
ideclogical differences.
anwngimndlng the many
differing and dissonant injunc-
tions “1!‘ heir scriptural texts,
peace and harmony are basic
1o the progress and prosperi-
ty of citizens in every country,
and every society and they are
dear to ;Ai’] human individuals,
‘That is why there are constitu-
toms, laws and regulations in
every country for proper gov-
ernance that incorporates the
functional uphalding of uni-
versal peace prometing human
values of justice and equality.
Hence, we need o expose the
machinations of the political
elite to strengthen communal
harmony in wday's world, In
the context of the current
global scenario, the incidence
of violence against Hindus in
Pakistan or Bangladesh is
more because of mischief and
misdeeds of the ruling elite,
During the colonial period in
India, communal riots were
frequently triggered by paliti-
clansor IgL governing Lﬁm In
our country with a population
ol 145 crore, mearly 21 crore
are Muslims, 'l'hvyr\,wc been
a part and parcel of our soci-
ety for ages, We need to bet-
ter integrate them, not appease
them for pcﬂipnljnm pains,
The need of the hour is ideo-
logical realignment,

And we should quickly beace
ourselves for it, Let us not allow

i <1 d
ws buildings any-
where, but build monuments
of universal, secular and
humanistic culure o pro-
mote communal harmony,
Let us build buildings and
imstitutions that bind humans,
not separate them, Let us edu-
cate global humans on the

ATUL SEHGAL

earliest humans by the Creator,
Let us strengthen adhere
that eternal code of |
expected from humans by the
one master of the U 3
whase subjects we all are.
us focus on the comumon, pos-
itive strands of ideology that
exist In various m:uns.lrum
religions and let us del

on ﬁ\v ideological strands
li with the univer-

eternal metaphysical truths

DURING THE that apply to .||I everywhere,

iyt Aol

theeads of universal knowledge

PERIOD IN INDIA, ;|hu_u1 the Creator, creation and

COMMUNAL theersemte,

RIOTS WERE human civilisation because

the divine knowledge emanat-

FREQUENTLY In;; from the ane (EI: ttm’ was

revealed in this Jand 1o sages

TRIGGERED BY at the dawn of civilization,

POLITICIANS That core  knowledge

OLITICIANS enshrined in the divine scrip-

OR THE (ures Vedas and ideclogy

based on that needs resurrec-

GOVERNING tion today, Humans can live

ELITE. THIS wns.l_l:_l'yh and |thawfu||}u for
ages if they wish to,

HAPPENS WHEN  Only they need to be aligned

with universal Dharma, Man-

RELIGION AS A made sects separate; universal

PRACTICE Dharma (righteousness)

unites—because the latter

OF FAITH IS comes from the amniscient

Creator of all humans, When

GIVEN A we talk of Sanatan as the reli-

POLITICAL glon of the inhabitants of

COLOURING

Bharat, we refer to the above
said broad-based, universal
and eternal religion of human-
ity that transcends caste, o
ethnicity and sect
Dharma is the prescribed code

\Jl Sanatan Dharma.
Let us not mix religion with
pelitics; rather let us give p
Itics & more humanistic com-
plexion. That is what is
required today, We Indians are
in the process of nation
rebuilding after centuries of
lying low due to depredation
by foeeign invaders, Now is the
time for fast-track peogress and
we must beware of nefarious
designs of foreign powers to
create impediments 1o our
progress, )
We should try to reform our
political and legal institutions
to make them truly secular and
democratic, Let us make our
national fabric n:if.}}]:lcing
It above caste, creed, tith or
religion, At the same time, we
should strive to dissolve our
ideslogical differences in the
t shining light of Sanatan
Vedic Dharma which has been
the beacon of guiding light of
all humanity for eons since the
dawn of civilisation,
{The author is a anagenent
consultant based in New

the demalition or destruction

of living handed down to the

Dolhi; views are personal)

LETTERSEC R ARG
HMPV Ilrus outbreaks spark panic

ISRD EMBARKS DOCKING MISSION
Madam — On December 30, ISR has
embarked on ancther mission that has
wvast application in future exploratory mis-
shons. In fact, the space docking exper-
iments or SpaDex mission are linked to
the plan for setting up Indias own space
station named the Bharatiya Antariksh
Station by 2035 to carry out spacewalks
and research in microgr
"This mission also carries the PS4 orbital
experiment module 4 or POEM 4, wsing
the spent fourth stage of PSLV C 60 which
otherwise would mvv ended as space
IJ.!.IW[‘LGJ':?‘ nﬁu payloads, Autanomous
orbited docking is a sophisticated
maneeuvre  mastered by a few elite
nations like the USA, China and Russia
and India too is set to join this group.
Docking s indispensable for missions
that require heavy spacecraft and equip-
ment that cannot be launched in one Fu
viz the International Space Station for
instance,
A manned foray to the moon and the
operation of the country’s first space sta-
tion is not possible without it, It could also
open up opportunities for Indias space
research agency to collaborate with -
al missions that require docking facilities,
The success of missions like
Chandrayaan 3 and Aditya | in 2023 fol-
lowed by the setting up of the first space
observatory to s.lulry the palarisation of
cosmic X-rays in 2024, to the recent
Cabinet approval in Sept 2024 of Venus
Orbital Mission to study the different
;hrdl.'[si of Venus, clearly showcases that
it has enough expertise to contribute to
the divergent facets of planetary research,
This mission is the handiwork of collab-
oration between public and private enter-
prises and underscores not just its tech-
nical prowess but also lays a solid foun-
dation for future endeavours that will
shape the global space landscape,

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

RELIEF FOR BHOPAL RESIDENTS
Madam—It is really sad that it took four
decades to remove the toxic waste from

havoc worldwide, and now, the HMPY
virus alppcm to have originated from the
same location. Is this merely a cmncu
dence, or is Wuhan a hub for develo
biological colds and fevers in chi m\.
Now, the Human Molrfncumm-irux
(HMPV) is spreading in China, sparking
fears that a similar outbreak could oceur
again, Wuhan, the epicentre of the initial

ng nesses

A, HMPY, Mwspln.unn I'neumnmn.
and COVID-19 has increased. This
spread is affecting children’s health. sig-
nificantly, leading to a rise in hospital
admissions, These viruses exhibit symp-
toms similar w other respiratory infec-
tions, such as devastation caused by
COVID-19, trusting the “Chinese
Diragon” seems difficult, Five years ago,
Wuhar's coronavirus outbreak wreaked

n China, the spmnd nl wrum caus-
II sses like |

the Union Carbide factory site in Bhopal,
Nevertheless, the waste removal process
marks a crucial step in addressing the
long-standing environmental and health

o irus outbreak, is reportedly the
origin of this new virus as well.
China has stated that the situation is
under control, and no travel restrictions
have been imposed internationally, The
Chinese Dragon seems (0 be spewing var-
ious deadly viruses, It is essential for the
Warld Health Organization to take time-
nodice of these recurring dangerous
viruses emerging from China
Dattaprasad Ehlrndlur | Mumbai

MELANISTIC LEOPARD SPOTTED AGAIN

Madam — After a "melanistic leopard”

was spatted in the forests near {):ﬁ‘h.n
h, wildlife lovers are under

issties stemming from the 1984 gas leak
tragedy, 'I'hnu%’ the disposal of the
toxic waste symbolises progress, the lin-
gering fears among those near the
Pithampur facility underline the need for
transparent communication and proac-
tive community engagement,
But seepticism still persists hifh amaon
residents in Bhopal who have lived with
the consequences of the gas leak for
decades, as the tragedy continues to
haunt the local popul lf:umn. with many
atill suffering from its long-term effects.
While the removal of toxic waste is a good
step Forwand, i the onge-
ing struggle for justice and environmen-
tal safety in the region. The communi-
ty's concerns must be addressed o
ensure that the mistakes of the past are
not repeated, and that the health and safe-
ty of residents are prioritised in future
actions,

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

s.t.mdyhly euphoric. Over the last five
years, various forests of the country have
reported the aiﬁ(hljl\g of “melanistic Ivnr-
ards” Black feline of the big cat family,
with small head, a robust jaw and strong
hind legs-that’s the compact description
of “panther” or “melanistic leopard.” In
India, dense forests of the southern part
harbour the black beauty,

The black cats love to live in dense ever-

green forests so that they can, as far as
possible, avoid light. A genetic mutation,
dominant or recessive, causes an overex-
pression of melanin pigments resultin

in the so-called ‘melanistic leoy s#
However, the joy of sighting the b
should be tempered with sobriety, Some
15 variants of the black cats are endan-

pered,

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

Sand your feedback lo:
Ietiersioploneer@gmall.com




