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Settled semantics

Nothing of worth will be gained by
removing two words from the Preamble

ular” and “socialist” from the Preamble

to the Constitution of India is no longer a
fringe fantasy. With someone as senior and in-
fluential as the Rashtriva Swayamsevak Sangh
(RS5) General Secretary Dattatreya Hosabale
making a public staternent in support of the idea,
it has now acquired a new urgency and promi-
nence in national politics. The words “secular”
and “socialist” were introduced through the
42nd Amendment to the Constitution, during the
Emergency under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
in 1976. And the Janata Party government, which
included RSS-affiliated leaders, that replaced In-
dira Gandhi and reversed a lot of the chan};us
made in the Constil during the E
let these words stay. These concepts were so cen-
tral to the Constitution of the new Republic that
its original authors did not think it was even ne-
cessary to use these words in the Preamble,
When a conflict over India's national identity be-
gan to emerge during the 1970s, Indira Gandhi
thought it would be appropriate and also politi-
cally rewarding to make these The

T he call for the removal of the words “sec-

Two democracies and the echoes of tyranny

esterday, on July 4, the United States
ohserved its Independence Day. A
guarter of a millennium ago, the
American pe:sEe declared their
resolve to live not under kings but under laws,
They fought to build a government accountable
to the people, not one that claimed w rule in
their name. In their Declaration of Independence,
the Founders wrote that “when a long train of
abuses and usurpations" reveals a design o
reduce the people "under absolute Despotism,” it
is not only r eir right but also their duty o resist,
In that tradition, a conservative Federal judge,
Judge |. Michael Luttig marks the occasion with a
sulemn warning: the ideals of 776 are not
rpetuating, Judge Luttig’s modern "27
tmt " remind Americans that self government is
not guaranteed by parchment or precedent. It
must be defended daily, especially against those
‘who seek to crown d'mmsem in defiance of the
Constitution. Tyranmy, once foreign, now
threatens from within.

India's democratic backsliding

Luttig's warning is not hyperbole. It is a reflection
of global experience, incuding India’s democratic
backsliding 50 years ago. India's Emergency
under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, on June 25,
1975, suspended civil liberties, censored the
press, imprisoned over 1,00,000 citizens, and
reduced Parliament and the courts w shadows of

Hindutva camp never really opposed these con-
cepts historically. Gandhian Socialism was a part
of the core tenets of the Jan Sangh, the sarlier
avatar of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJPY). Hindut-
va plr.rpnnems uu:cusnd their rwals ud'h]l]rywmg
‘pse ism, and by i claimed
(] he;;emun.e secularists.

The words “seculs nd “socialist” have at-
tained meanings specific o the Indian context over
the years, Secularism is not a rejection of Indian ci-
vilisational heritage or any religion, but a commit-
ment to equal treatment of all faiths by the state,
Indira Gandhi had been viewed as someone
dering to Hindu sentiments, Socialism is not
hostility to private property or enterprise, but a
pragmatic appreciation of the face that the state
must take proactive measures to tackle poverty
and expand opportunities for the deprived sec-
tions of society. The words ‘secularism” and ‘soci
ism’ reflect & broad consensus in Indian paolitics
that has held for decades. There is nothing o be
achieved by raking up a meaningless debate on
thiese words, Perhaps the debate itself is the objec-
tive: to push a divisive agenda without providing
any ideological, legal or practical reasoning for this
demand, India's challenge is not about these two
words, but its continuing struggle to tackle dis
crimination, poverty and underdevelopment,
which are often influenced by the caste and reli-
gious origins of its citizens. The Sangh Parivar, and
the BJP, could serve the country better by focusing
on these challenges rather than wasting energy on
divisive debates on settled semantics.

Cease the cess

collections speak to the need
for structural reforms

he eighth anniversary of the Goods and
Services Tax (GSThin India, on July 1, coin-
cided with the poorest tax collections the
indirect tax systern has seen in some time, high-
lighting the need for structural changes in the sys-
tem, The latest GST collections stood at ¥1.85 lakh
crore in June 2035, the lowest in four months,
This amount was just 6.2% higher than the collec
tions in June 2024, the slowest growth rate in four
years, Looking past the gross collections, the data
show that once refunds are accounted for, the
the go Bons wis
Just 3.3%. Further, the revenue from domestic
transactions, excluding imports, was an anaemic
4.6% higher than in June last year — harely faster
than the average rate of inflation since then. Being
dom tace, a dip i in GST collections re-
ic activity. But it also reflects
|M¢ﬁc||!nc|£-& in the system, which must now suit-
ably be addressed eight years on. A common de-
mand is for fuel to be included in GST. There is,
howewer, stromg resistance to this from State go-
vernments, since fuel and aleohol are the few
sources of revenue States have with them that are
|m:|e|umd|ml of th£ Centre. Hmw‘v\zr this cannot
Bl m p these items
exduded. Itis ‘one na:lun.um:tax after all, and it
is high time that the goal was achieved in full. As
for the revenue hit to States, the Centre must ac-
cede to their request for a higher share in central
taxes. The Centre must also stop increasingly rely-
ing on non-shareable cesses for its revenue. For
their part, States must resist the temptation to use
this higher amount on election-oriented untarget-
ed freebies. Trust goes two ways,

The other popular reform is a reduction in the
number of GST rates. This, too, is overdue, and
the GST Council's itment and rate-setting com-
mittees are examining the issue. Connected to
this is the question of what is to be done with the
GET Compensation Cess, which is levied over and
above the 28% slab. It was originally intended to

compensate States for any losses arising out of

GST implementation for a period of five years, It
was then extended until March 2026 to repay the
lpan taken by the Centre to pay this compensa-
tion since the COVID-9 pandemic had disrupted
revenues, The Centre should avoid the empta-
tion to subsume this cess into the broader GST
rates, Instead, with its job done, the cess must be
removed, Taxation is not just a covenant between
the Centre and the States, It is also one with the
people. Removing a cess that is no longer needed
will not only garner public praise but could also
spur some sorely needed urban consumption.
o

tl lves. It did not come through violence or
revolution. It came through law. Indira Gandhi
claimed she was saving democracy. In fact, she
was suffocating it,

In his book, Emergency Chronicles: Indina
Gandhi and Democracy’s Turning Point, historian
Gyan Prakash exposed how democratic
institutions can die not with a bang, but with a
nod. There was no coup. No tanks,

The Army Chief, General T.N. Raina, a fellow
Kashmiri, was asked for his support, but he
refused to get into the politics of the day - rightly
so. Indira Gandhi did not openty defy the
Constitution but exploited its weaknesses, After a
court found her guilty of electoral fraud and
barred her from office, she declared an “internal
disturbance™ and triggered Article 352 of the
Indian Constitution. Overnight, dissent became
treason, Rights became privileges. And power
became personal.

The real tragedy was not just what Indira
Gandhi did. It was how effortlessly she did it
Judges, Ministers, civil servants, even journalists
— people entrusted with guarding demoeracy —
chose loyalty over law. The Supreme Court ruled
that during the Emergency, even the right to life
could be suspended. Only one judge, Justice H.R.
Khanna, dissented, He was never appointed Chief
Justice, punishment for his integrity.

H.V. Kamath saw it coming. The former civil
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servant-turned-freedom fighter and member of
Indis’s Constituent Assembly, he had almost
pleaded that the Emergency’s provisions being
embedded in the Constitution were too
dangerous. In 1949, he compared India's draft
prowisions to Germany's Weimar Constitution,
which Hitler had exploited to build his
dictatorship, HV. Kamath said, "First, the grand
affirmation... and surmounting that edifice is the
arch of the great negation " He begped for checks
and balances. He begged for the Constitution to
protect future generations, but was ignored.

When Indira Gandhi declared internal
Emergency 26 years later, the mechanism HV.
Kamath had feared came to life. Dissenters were
detained under the Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (MISA), a preventive detention law,
Police abducted students in broad daylight.
Sanjay Gandhi, who was unelected and
unaccountahle, operated a parallel state, pushing
brulalstenllsllun campmgns and slum

Entire nei 15 in Delhi
were razed. Protesters were shot, Families were
displaced. Inmates were tortured. All of it was
“legal”. None of it was democratic,

When the Emergency ended in 1977, India
woted Indira Gandhi owt in a landslide. The [anata
government passed the 44th Amendment to
prevent such abuses from recurring, But the
deeper damage to political culture, o
inatitutions, to the idea that constit

guarded by people with the courage w say no, If
Congress (Parliament) refuses to assert its role; if
courts hend under partisan pressure; if the press
becomes passive; if law enforcement serves
power instead of the public — then the law ceases
to be king. And we begin the slow coronation of
another,

There is a historical irony here too deep to
q;nnre Years after Indira Gandhi imprisaned her

and suffocated the Consti her

grandsun. Rahul Gandhi, now brandishes that
very Constitution as a talisman against rising
authoritarianism in India. At protest rallies, he
holds up Ambedkar's book, imvoking the very
document Indira Gandhi once bent to her will,
Where once the Constitution was used to silence
dissent, it is now Rahul Gandhi's weapon o
preserve it.

A call to be vigilant
There is a lesson here that transcends families
and nations: every generation must reclaim
democracy for itself. The battles our forebears
fought — against monarchy, against colonialism,
against Emergency — are not relics. They are
Warnings. They are c,uJIs lowgl]ance The
i is not an heirl Itisa
must be re-defended, reinterpreted, and
reaffirmed by each generation.

It is easy to celebrate Independence Day with

and fanfare. But the lution was not

clate. It

alone can protect democracy remains, India
moved on, but never fully reckoned with how
close it came to authoritarian collapse.

Similar dynamics in the U.S.
Which brings us back to the United States. The
parallels are unmistakable. U.8. President Donald
Trump has not declared an Emergency. He does
not need to. He has a majority in both Houses of
Congress and a 6-3 conservative majority in the
Supreme Court, which legalises all his actions. He
can weaponise the Justice Department to

prosecute his opponents, threaten to strip
meu;ram_-. af lmtr citizenship and residency
status, and even threaten to “terminate” parts of
the Constitution. He seeks not to hold power, but
to own it. As Judge Luttig notes, this is not
reform. It is monarchy by another name.

And just like in India, the institutions meant to
stop him have mostly failed. Congress hesitated

a party. 1t was an act of resistance against
arbitrary rule. Thomas Paine wrote, “Let the law
be king". Not presidents. Not parties, Not moks,
But the law. And only when the people demand
it. We muust resist the normalisation of revenge
politics, the erosion of checks and balances, and
the authoritarian cult of personality. Democracy
s not just a system of rules. 1t is a culture of
restraint. OF limits. OF humility before power. The
Emergency in India failed because the people
ultimately remembered what had been stolen
from them. History never repeats exactly as it
happened. But it does echo. The Emergency’s
besson is not that tyranny is foreign, It is that
ryranny is familiar, legal and welcomed when
imstitutions go hollow.

Today, both India and America are
democracies by form. But their futures depend
on substanoe. On how citizens, courts,

li and civil servants act when

Republicans enabled. Courts delayed. Media
rationalised. Many shrugged, waited, and hoped
someone else would act. In this way, guardrails
dos ot just erode under outside pressure, They
rot from within.

Americans must confront a hard trath: the
same dynamics that enabled the Emergency in
India now threaten the American republic, As
HV. Kamath warned, Constitutions do not
protect liberty on their own. They must be

faced with leaders who believe they are above the
Law. The difference between a republic and a
monarchy is not just procedure, It is
accountability. When a king breaks the law, it
becomes policy. When a President or Prime
Minister does, it becomes a test.

India failed that test in 1975, We cannot afford
to fail it again, We must defend the law as if it
were our crown. Because if we do not, someone
else will wear it. And they will not take it off.

A deliberate strategy to usher in a communal order

n the eve of the 75th anniversary of the
0 Indian Constitution, the Supreme Court
of India reaffirmed the foundational
character of the Indian Republic by upholding the
imclusion of the words “secular” and "soci i
the Constitution’s Preamble. These words,
introduced through the Constitution (42nd
Amendment) Act, 1976, by the Indira Gandhi-led
during the have been
the target of repeated political and begal attacks
bym,ht mm, lurms Dismissing a batch of
these additi a Bench of
the Supreme Court recently upheld the addition
of these words, arguing that the mere absence of
these terms in the original Preamble adopted on
November 26, 1949, cannot invalidate their
imelusion,

This legal reaffirmation was a powerful signal
from the judiciary. But the Rashiriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the ideological
backbone of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
chose to launch a fresh offensive on the very idea
of India as enshrined in the Constiution. RSS
General Secretary Dattatreya Hosabale made a
brazen demand: the removal of "secular” and
“socialist” from the Preamble, which, according
to him, were alien to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's
constitutional vision.

The Vice-President of India, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, went a step further, terming the
insertion of these words as “sacrilege to the spirit
of Sanatan”, It is no coincidence that these
statements are being made from some of the

intellectual debate. This is a deliberate poditical
strategy to delegitimise the modern, plural,
democratic republic of India and to usher ina
communal and hierarchical order,

An agenda, from fringe to mainstream
When the l’hmstltunun was being framed, the

(& hatically and
unanimously, sn:p'pm'md the idea of a secular
state. Not a single member argued for a theocratic
state, The idea of India was built on the
foundations of unity in diversity — a rejection of
colonial divide-and-rule, of communal politics,
and of caste and religious supremacy. Today, the
RSS-BIP establishment is working relentlessly to
dismantle that consensus and impose the idea of
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a Hindu Rashtra. This agenda has moved from

The present R55-led campaign is also aimed at

fringe rhetoric to the political On the
day of the consecration of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a
provocative statement equating "Ram with

Rashitra and Dev with Desh'. This kind of fusion of

religion and state is exactly what the framers of
the Constitution warned against. It is also directly
in contradiction to the Supreme Court’s ruling

C and eliminating the socialist
orientation of the Constitution, Dr. Ambedkar, in
the Constituent Assembly, clearly noted that the
Directive Principles of State Policy enshrined in
Part IV of the Constitution were rooted in socialist
ideals,

The Supreme Court's recent decision, rightly
interpreted the term “socialist” in the Preamble
as with awdfale state. This vision

that secularism is a part of the basic
the Constitution - something that cannot be
amended or erased, even by Parliament.

Leaders and their warnings

The warnings of our national leaders resonate
even maore forcefully today. In 1931, Mahatma
Gandhi, in his inn on 1 Rights,

B.R, s 0wn

om the social and economic transformation of
India - an end to caste exploitation, landlessness,
poverty, and discrimination. Socialism means
creating conditions for equality and justice - not
the importation of any foreign ideology, but the

insisted that the state must remain newtral in
religious matters. Dr. B.R. Ambedlar too reflected
thui in the line, “The State shall not recognise any
religion as State religion.” What is particularly
instructive and ironic, is that the Hindu
Mahasabha, which boycotted the freedom
movement and opposed secular nationalism,
included a similar provision in its 1944 Hindustan
Free State Act.

The Constituent Assembly Debates further
highlight the intent of India’s founding
generation. On August 27, 1947, Govind Ballabh
Pant posed a direct question: * Do you want a real
national secular State or a theocratic State?” He
warned that if India became a theocracy, it could
only be a Hindu state, raising questions about the
status and security of those who would be
excluded from such a polity. Jaspat Roy Kapoor,
on MNovember 21, 1949, noted that Gandhi had
mache it clear: religion should be a personal
matter. On November 22, 1949, Begum Aizaz
Rasul called secularism "lhe maost outstanding

lisation of the | of the freedom
struggle. In this regard, B.R. Ambedkar issued
perhaps the most unambiguous waming ever — in
Pakistan or the Partition of India, he wrote: *If
Hindu Raj does become a fact, it will, no doub,
b the greatest calamity for this country... Hindu
Raj must be prevented at any cost”

That cost is now upon us. The RSS's demand to
remove the terms "secular” and “socialist” from
the Constitution is part of a longterm project to
dismantle the very edifice of the modern Indian
Republic and to institutionalise a new order built
on religious supremacy, caste hierarchy, market
fundamentalism, and political authoritarianism,

The need for resistance

This must be resisted — through public
] political

and mass dk tic struggle. The C

s ot just a begal document., It is a political,

social, and moral covenant forged in the crucible

of our freedom struggle. It embodies the dreams

ndnyuntless manm mvululmrnanes and

C who envisioned an India that

feature” of the Consti and hope
that it would remain and unsullied”, On
October 14, 1949, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
reassured the nation that the Constitution ul free

belonged to all its people. To defend secularism
and socialism today is to defend democracy itself.
It is to defend the right of every citizen -

India would not be “di 1 by any pr

on a communal basis" And on Nmmmher 2'!
T.J.M. Wilson warned that the clouds threatening
India's secular character were already forming,
These warnings were not alarmist but were
deeply perceptive, and speak with urgency to our
times.

of faith, caste, class, or gender — o live
with dignity, equality, and freedom. The Republic
must be protected, nourished, and, if necessary,
defended against those who seek to destroy it
from within. Let us rise to that responsibility,
with courage, with clarity, and with collective
resolve.
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Pilgrims’

PROGRESS

With India-China ties improving, the Kailash Manasarovar Yatra has
resumed after a nearly six-year hiarus. OF about 5,000 applicants,
the Ministry of External Affairs chose 750 pilgrims this vear,

While both pilgrims and workers in Tibet are happy about the
resumption of the yamra, they are concerned about rising
temperarures. Suhasini Haidar and Rahul Karmakar report on
what it takes to make the arduous trek to a site considered sacred
by followers of many religions

™
K

amini Pandya, 68, had taken a vow of
silence for eight days before she
reached the clear, ice blue waters of

the Manasarovar Lake in Tibet.
There, the retired government officer from Ah-
medabad in Gujarat gazed at the majestic snow-
capped Kailash mountain in the distance. It had
taken her 17 days to get there, walking for three
days with low oxygen at an average altitude of
about 15,000 feet above sea level. Breaking intoa
wide smile, she splashed cold water over her
head - a ritual that Hindu pilgrims believe puri-
fies the body and soul.

Eight days after she began her maun vrat (vow
of silence), Pandya crossed into India at the
Mathu La Pass in Sikkim. Breaking her vow, she
said that the silence had helped her absorbs the
spiritual significance of the yatra. “I did not utter
aword for days because I wanted to be with god.
I broke my vow after 1 entered India, but | don't
have words to describe the cosmic energy [ felt
in Lord Shiva's abode,” she said.

Pandya and more than 30 other yatris spent a
week in Tibet's Ngari prefecture, where they
trekked the 52-km circumference of Mount Kai-
lash, called the parikrama or the kora.

This was Pandya's second solo trip after 2019,
She entered Tibet throwgh the Lipulekh pass in
Uttarakhand, which, she said, was a shorter
route companed to the journey throwgh Nathu La
pass. It may well be her last visit to Mount Kai-
lash, as the Chinese government has restricted
the yatra to those under the age of 70, given the
high altitude and concerns shout illnesses.

The youngest member of the group, Arpit Rai,
19, from Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh, who travelled
swith his father Shashikant Rai, 55, said he is keen
to return to Mount Kailash, "Between Kashi
(another name for Varanasi) and Kailash, Shivji
(Lord Shiva) is the common factor. Perhaps Shiv-
ji wanted us to visit together for the first time. It
was an unforgettable journey despite the long
travel time in altitudes we are not used to," he
suid, The yatris travelled for 14 days by bus cover-
ing nearly 3,000 km and took three days to do
the parikrama by foot, covering around 50 km.

Geopaolitical considerations

Damini Pandya and the Rais were part of the first
batch of Indian pilgrims since 2009 who were al
lowed to cross into Tibet as part of the Kailash-
Manasarovar Yatra, organised by the Indian
nistry of External Affairs and the Chinese Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs,

In 2020, the COVID-9 lockdown; the violent
clashes between the Indian Army and the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army at Galwan Valley along the
Line of Actual Control; and stand-offs at other
points such as Demchok, about 250 km from Kai-
lash Manasarovar, ensured the yatra was sus-
pended. Four years later, after talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese Pre-
sident ¥i Jinping, Delhi and Beijing began discus-
sions on normalising relations and restoring a
number of different mechanisms between them,
The yatra, held between June and August each
year due to weather conditions, was prioritised,
even as other mechanisms, such as direct flights
between India and China, are set to restart.

Suman Lata, who recently retired as a school
teacher in Delhi, said that while crossing over,
the group did not feel any of the tensions bet-
ween the neighbours that have dominated bilat-
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eral ties over the past few years. "We have no
link with politics, so we don't think about such
things. I can only say that the Indian government
sent us off very well and the Chinese govern-
ment has received us extremely well too,” she
said. Lata was among the 13 women in the group.
Like her, six more had come alone on the yatra,

For officials on both sides, the final go-ahead
in February 2025 presented a daunting task.
They had to build facilities along the way in a
short period of time. These included reviving
immigration posts at various entry points for the
vatris, providing rest stops, oxygen banks, and
medical facilities. At the hostel in Zhunzhui Pu,
near Taklakot, where the pilgrims stopped for a
night before beginning the Kailash parikrama,
extra tents were set up inside the atrium to ac-
commodate more people.

This is a part of Tibet where people live off
subsistence farming. Tourism is the only means
of making a living, local workers said, adding
that the resumption of the yatra has come as a
relief for them. According to the Kailash Manasa-
rovar Yatra website, yatris who pay about 13
lakh for arrangements need to budget about 990
Renminbi or RME (212,000) to pay the local por-
ters and 2,370 RME (about T29,000) for pony
‘handlers. In addition, many of the porters some-
times do odd jobs for the yatris and make some
extra cash, just enough to get by during the bru-
tal winters,

During the years when the yatra stood sus-
pended, pilgrims came in via Nepali tour

Darmini Pandya, one of the yatres, at the Manasarovar Lake in Tibet. sutasiv spar

groups. They included many people of Indian
origin from the U.S. and the UK. But the yatra,
and Indian pilgrims in particular, have been a
muinstay for the local workers in Tibet.

Preparing for the journey

According to an External Affairs Ministry res-
ponse in Parliament, the number of pilgrims al-
bowed to join the yatra each year, which is nego-
tiated between the foreign ministries of India and
China, has fluctuated every year since the route
wias reopened in 1981, In 2015, there were 999 pil-
grims. By 2019, there were 1,364,

Each of the 15 batches of yatris (10 via Nathu-
La pass and five via Lipulekh pass) of about 50
pilgrims this time includes two liaison officers —
government officials who apply to join the yatra;
24 cooks; and a medical officer from the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police. Each of the pilgrims is cho-
sen by a computerised lottery. Of about 5,000 ap-
plicants, 750 were chosen this year. They then
had to undergo strenuows medical tests to be pro-
claimed fit to undertake the journey.

“Despite the acclimatisation for two days each
at two centres in Sikkim — one at 11,000 feet and
the other at 13,500 feet - some 30 out of the 33
pilgrims in my batch experienced high-altitude
sickness and breathlessness at times,” said the
medical officer, who did not want to be named.
“My job was to monitor the health of the pilgrims
and ensure that those with hypertension and dia-
betes take their medicines regularly. A few expe-
rienced cramps, but they were too excited by the
experience to let these affect them,” he said.

Ome of the cooks, who also did not wish to be
named, said it was a challenge to prepare vegetar-
ian food for people from so many different parts
of Indiz. But previous experience with the armed
forces helped. “When one caters to soldiers with
different acquired tastes from all over the coun-
iy, one finds the formula to make something that
appeals to everyone. We focused on pulse based
itemns and vegetables provided by the Chinese
authorities,” he said.

While many pilgrims praised the arrange-
ments, some expressed discomfort with the san-
ftation facilities along the way. According to re-
tired Wing Commander of the Indian Air Force
Sadanand Jakhare, they were “comparable to pu-
blic toilets in India".

He said, “The Chinese officials were hospita-
ble, although restrictive and not very expressive.
They declined to let us explore the countryside,
even a little beyond the designated places. We
were under constant watch " However, he added
that he was “impressed” by the roads and the use
of solar power that he saw along the way.

Some people were also unhappy about the res-
trictions on worship. Pilgrims are not allowed to
take a full dip in Manasarovar Lake. Officials said
the practice was discontinued in 2016 after In-
dian pilgrims were found using soap to wash
themselves in the Like, and beaving items of cloth-
ing and jewellery there,

“The yatra is not for comfort,” said Devi Pra-
sad Ketkar, a retired manager from Mumbai, who
was on the pilgrimage with his wife Pradmya.

Ketkar also served on the organising commit-
tees for the group. “There is no place for negative
energy or negative comments during our visit
here. Visiting Mount Kailash and doing the parik-
rama gives us all the answers we need,” he said,
as others in the group nodded.

As the pilgrims stepped into the waters of Ma:
nasarovar Lake, the air was filled with chants of
‘Om Namah Shivaya', ‘Om Parvati Pataye Ma-
mah’, and ‘Har Har Mahadev'.

A melange of faiths

In Hindu scriptures, Mount Kailash is believed o
bbe the home of Lord Shiva and his consort Parva-
ti, whs live there with their sons Kartikeya (Mur-
ga) and the elephant-headed god, Ganesha. Lake
Manasarovar, where the gods and goddesses are
believed to descend for a bath every day, was
created, according to the scriprures, by Lord
Brahma from a part of his brain (manas means
mind and sarovar means lake in Sanskrit).

With its peak at 21,778 feet, Mount Kailash has
not been summitted in modern memory. After
2001, the Chinese government banned attempts
to climb it due to the religious sensitivities of dif-
ferent faiths. Mount Kailash has four rock faces
(north, south, east, west), with characteristic
snow ridges on one side. The features of the
mountain are believed to resemble the ‘three
eyes' of Lord Shiva, specifically the tripendra
{three lines of ash worn on the forehead), and his
spine. This makes it a marvel for pilgrims as they
circurnambulate the mountain,

Along the route, there are devotees of other re-
ligions as well. Buddhists believe that Gautam
Buddha's (Siddhartha’s) mother Maya visited
Lake Manasarovar. They also say that Mount Kai-
lash, or Mount Meru as it is called, is the source of
spiritual energy in the world,

For Jains, the founder of the faith Rishabhade-
va, known as the first Tirthankara, is believed w
have achieved salvation at the mountain,

For followers of the Bon tradition, the shaman-
istic religion that Tibetans adhered to until the
éth century King Songtsen Gampo introduced
Buddhism, bringing texts from India, the moun-
tain and the lake hold a special significance.

And for nature-worshippers, Mount Kailash
and Manasarovar Lake represent the most myste-
rious of the Himalayan “mountain of mountains®
and “source of all rivers”, with the Ganga, Erah-
maputra, Indus, and other major rivers emanat-
ing from these sites.

It is this melange of faiths that keeps travellers
going on the rocky and rugged paths towards the
sacred sites. With oxygen levels on the high pla-
teau a significant 30% lower than in the plains,
the area is tough for human habitation. Pilgrims
often need dozes of high-alitude medicine —
both allopathic and traditional Tibetan and Chi-
nese potions made from extracts of the herb Rho-
diola - as well as portable oxygen cannisters o
keep going on the arduous trek.

There Is something that keeps drawing me to
Kailash Manasarovar. | intend to go again in
August via Nepal, two months before |
hecome ineligible

RAJYADAY
Pllgrim

Changing temperatures

While the weather is cold, dry, and harsh the
year around, local tour guides and shopkeepers
admitted that rising temperatures have become
a concern as well. In the past few years, environ-
mental agencies, including China’s meteorologi-
cal autharity, have warned about climate change
and global warming in the Tibetan plateau. They
‘have said that there is a possibility of higher tem:
peratures, glacial lakes overflooding, and a thin-
ning of the permafrost, especially as the Chinese
government undertakes major rail, road, and
tunnelling infrastructure across the plateau.

In 2019, the Indian Ministry of Culture sub-
mitted an application to UNESCO for “Sacred
Mountain Landscape and Heritage Routes”. It re-
quested world heritage status for Kailash Mana-
sarovar-linked areas on the Indian side, to pro-
tect the ecosystem around the holy sites better.
The Ministry also suggested that a similar exer-
cise could be carried out on the Chinese side.
But given security considerations, and the fact
that the Pulan airport dose to Kailash Manasaro-
var also serves as a major military and air force
base, the area is unlikely to be opened up for the
kind of scrutiny that international agencies
would require.

For the yatris, however, what counts is the ex-
‘hilaration of coming close to what they believe is
the doorway to heaven. Raj and Vinod Yadav,
former bankers in their late 605, said that they
have been on the yatra multiple times. Raj said
that this was her 25th visit to Kailash Manasaro-
var, while her husband Vinod had travelled for
the fifth time.

The Yadavs went on their first trip together in
2001 and then again the next year. “The pilgrim-
age became an addiction,” Raj said. 1 kept going
every vear, sometimes thrice a year, through all
the routes in India and Nepal, incuding via
choppers and flights from Kathmandu to Lhasa”

She is disappointed that China has restricted
the age of pilgrims. “There is something that
keeps drawing me to Kailash Manasarovar," she
said. *1 intend to go again in August via Nepal,
two months before | become ineligible.” She has
already started making plans for her next and
possibly last tryst with the sacred mountain and
lake that remains a dream for many.

Sthasini Hiridar was part af a delegation of journafists

e the first
Kailiesh Mamasarover Viatra since 2005, while Rahul Karmabar
reparted fram Sikim
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Artisans making Kolh apurl chappals inside an Inga Leathers workshap in Kolhapur. ENmanUaL voGH
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Ground beneath their feet

The 800-year-old, 400 crore Kolhapuri chappal industry employs close to 1 lakh artisans, and is spread across four districts each of Maharashtra and Karnataka,
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit explores the trade and the tradition of this alHeather, nature-derived, hand-stitched footwear, which has been Gl tagged. The craft lacks
policy impetus, often leading to its misappropriation, the exploitation of its already-marginalised kaarigars, and an erasure of culture

or Shantaram Narayan Sonavane, 50,
from the Dhor community, the day be-
gins early. By 7.30 a.m., he is at his tan-
nery in Dhor gali lane) in Ichalkaranji
city, around 30 kilometres from Kolhapur in
Maharashtra. It is at this time that he receives the
animal hide from a governmentapproved
slaughterhouse. The buffalo hide is steeped in a
limestone shurry, called chemadi, for 10 days.

Every day, he takes the hide out from the tank,
works on it, and puts it back in the slurry. He can
identify the freshest leather of just-culled cattle,
distinguishing it from older, salt-dipped hide that
loses its strength. “The fresher the hide, the bet-
ter the chappal,” he says. Shantaram is a hide
supplier to the Kolhapuri chappal artisans.

On the 1ith day, the loosened hair on the hide
is removed with a “ship’, an instrument shaped
like a boat, and put into teakwood drums. The
drums contain a liquid with hireda (myrobalan
fruits) and babul tree bark. Both tanners and arti-
sans believe these natural ingredients have pro-
perties to both preserve the leather and offer
wearers of finished chappals health benefits.

After three days of being transferred into diffe-
rent teakwood drums, the leather is brought out,
stitched into a round bag and hung. It is filled
with the hirada-babul liquid again for eight days.
“This helps give it a good coloar, fil pores,
and make it immune to fungus. This has to be
done in a teakwood drum only. There should be
no iron, no cement anywhere close to the tan-
nery. The leather does not take kindly to those,
and immediately loses its quality,” he says. This
process, using only vegetable dye, called bagtan,
is exclusive to this region, and is key to the mak-
ing of the Kolhapuri chappal. The end result is al-
ways a camel-coloured leather. Anything else
would mean that the leather has been exposed to
lab-made chemicals.

On June 23, at the Spring-Summer 2026 Men's
Fashion Week in Milan, the 112-year-old Italian
luxury brand Prada presented what it referred to
in its catalogue as “leather sandals”. They looked
like Kohlapuri chappals in design and material.
i ia, alive to cultural appropriation, es-
pecially by erstwhile colonial powers, called out
the exclusion of any cultural citation. In the days
after, Prada, itself a heritage label, acknowledged
the traditions and practices that go into the mak-
ing of the chappal, expressing its willingness to
work with the artisans and craftspeople, in an e
mail to the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Agriculture (MACCIA).

The Kohlapuri chappal has had a geographical
indication (GI) tag since 2018, for the product
made in eight districts, four each in Maharashtra
and Karnataka. For a chappal to be called a Kol
hapuri, it must be made in these districts, be
wholly nature-derived, vegetable-dyed, and
hand-stitched with leather thread. Nylon thread
or nails mean it is not a Kohlapuri chappal.

Artisans lament that Kolhapuri chappals are
losing their market, with people’s lack of know-
ledge on what the original product is. “This start-
ed happening 6070 years ago, when the demand
for Kolhapuri chappals went up, but the produc:
tion was steacly. That is when traders from other
States started copying the design and selling it as
Kolhapuris,” says Shivajirac Powar, president of
Kolhapur District Footwear Association.

The decline of demand and knowledge

Traditionally-made chappals require care, with
oil rubbed on them to preserve their sheen and
prolong their life. Many do not want to invest that
kind of time anymore. In addition, designers
across India did their own spin on the chappal,
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mimicking the original, but adding colour, em-
bellishment, and sometimes a heel.

The leather processing for a Kolhapuri chap-
pal takes 21 days. Shantaram explains that each
part of the Kolhapuri chappal is made with this
leather, but from different parts of the animal:
the soles from the buttocks, the braids on the T
upper from the tail or legs, or from sheep skin.

His family has been doing this for generations,
but he laments that Dhol gali, which used to have
tanneries within each home, has only two units
now. His son, an engineer, is preparing to write
an entrance exam for a government job, and is
not interested in carrying on the family business,

“What's the point? There is no dignity of la-
bour. It is a lot of hard work. You need strength to
lift and hang the heavy leather pieces, process
them. The body smells because of the work. The
money is not great. Most importantly, there is a
shortage of the babul tree bark, which is the
most important component in vegetable tan-
ning,” says Akshay Shantaram Sonavane, 26,
Shantaram’s son. His mother, aunt, and uncle
have all been a part of the family business, han-
dling the equipment, processing the hide. None
of his generation wants to be a part of it. They
prefer desk jobs. The sub-text is that tanners are
Dalits, often looked down upon in Hinduism's re-
ligious and social heirarchy.

“This is a work of art and skill,” Shantaram
zays, adding that the Maharashtra government
sometimes calls him to understand the original
process of vegetable tanning. “But the sad part
is, our role is never acknowledged. We don’t get
land for setting up our tanneries. We don’t get
bank laans or government funds™ he says.

In a month, Shantaram, his wife Rajashree,
brother Tukaram and his wife Madhavi, process
300 kg of animal hide. Each kilogram earns them
1240, he says. “Alcoholism is very common in
our community. After the stench of the hide and
the hard work of lifting these bags, people drink
o ease the pain and the smell” says Akshay. His
family though, has been able to save up and build
a four-storey house,

Vegetable tanning has become expensive and
rarer now, making artisans turn to tanning with
lab-made chemicals. Besides the shortage of over
20-year-old babul trees and skilled leather pro-
cessors, people from the community now turn-
ing adults don't want to be ostracised: black nails

L3

are characteristic of dyers. The residue of the
plants used in vegetable dying used to be burnt
along with cow dung as fuel — this market has dis-
appeared with gas fires taking over.

‘When chemicals are used in the hide, the pro-
perties of the chappal change immediately; they
wear out faster, say artisans. “Till 10 years ago,
there were 50 vegetable tanning units in Kolha-
pur; 10 in Ichalkaranji. Now, there are no units in
Kolhapur; Ichalkaranii is left with two. Earlier, Ni-
pani had 70 units; it now has only 10, There is no
help from the government,” says Tukaram.

Many artisans travel great distances to get the
hide to make Kolhapuri chappals the original
way. One of them is Ashok Laxman Mane, 52,
from Shirol. The artisan, who works from his vil-
lage, is from the Chambhar community, a Sche-
duled Caste, in a system that believes he is almost
at the lowest social level. He has loyal customers,
who reach out to him directly to place their or-
ders. His YouTube videos are his marketing out-
reach. 1 don't supply to middlemen or to shops,”
he says. Most artisans don't have Mane's social-
meedia skills, and are forced to make chappals as
per designer specifications, adding a creative-in-
dustry hierarchy, one more layer of discrimina-
tion that a Kolhapuri chappal artisan faces in life.

Gender blender
Sapar Sanjay Jadhav, 36, from Peth Wadgaon in
Hatkanangle taluk in Kolhapur, has been making
chappals for five generations. "We buy the leath-
er based on weight from the Dhors. We then dip it
in water and clean it with a brush. There are sev-
eral types of Kolhapuri chappals: Kapshi, Ku-
rum i, Mauje Kapshi, Maharaja. We have sep-
arate stencils ready for each design. Once the
leather is washed, we cut it as per the stencil.
Then we soak it in water again,” he says.
Thereafter, the leather is beaten (ghaine in Ma-
rathi) and smoothened (Murapni). It is beaten
aggain to toughen it. The stencil is used again and
different parts of the chappals moulded. The up-
per and kower parts of the sole are cut separately.
After elaborate work on them, they are stuck to-
gether with the help of local soil near the ri-
verbed. These processes are performed by men.
The upper and lower soles are then stitched by
leather thread by the women. The men craft ade-
sign with iron instruments and hammer the
chappal vet again. Specialised iron tools are used

for this. “Women do 80% of the work: men do
20r%,." says Powar.

The prices of chappals are decided on the ba-
sis of the design. The more intricate the hand
work, the more expensive the chappal.

Bharti Sunil Gadekar, 49, from Kolhapur, has
made the detha veni (braid for the chappals),
stitching it to the soles for the last 200 years. This
"has meant a constant pain in her neck, back, fin-
gers, hands, and legs, as she sits hunched over
her work all day. *1 hail from Mangur in Karnata-
ka. My father used to make leather chappals, but
Inever made anything till | got married. Here, my
mother-in-aw and my sister-in-law used to make
chappals. I learnt from them,” she says, adding
that she kost her husband at a very young age. "1
lbegan to do this to run the household,” she says,
noting that both her sons, who are in class 11 do
mot want to learn the art. She stitches five or six
pairs of chappals daily, and makes T25 per pair.
Prada's pair was slated to cost over 71 lakh.

She is one of the few in Kolhapur's Subhash
Nagar, who works on the chappal. "If you walked
around some decades ago, you would hear the
constant sound of the iron instruments as chap-
pals being made. Now, the whole area has grown
silent,” says Shubham Satpute, 28, of Inga Leath-
er, a boutique that sells different designs, ranging
from 1,599 to 16,599,

Now and beyond

“These days, the leather comes from Chennai, as
slaughterhouses and tanneries have been shut
down here. That leather is chemically tanned.
The people who used to earlier run tanneries,
have now become distributors,” Powar says.

Artisans too use machines to cut the leather
and ghue to stick the layers of the soles, says Sat-
pute, who runs a leather studio and was recently
a part of a programme held to honour the Vish-
wakarma community, traditionally artisans of dif-
ferent types. Flaunting his photograph with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, he says the art
needs a lot more to flourish. He runs a boutique
to sell “awthentic Kolhapuri chappals™ of ditfe-
rent types, and understands that e-commerce
helps take a business from local to global.

After the Prada controversy, his reels on Insta-
gram explaining the nuances of Kolhapuri chap-
pals went viral, garnering lakhs of views and new
followers for his studio’s Instagram page. The pu-
Iblicity is not enough for him to sustain his busi-
ness, he says. "There should be some interna-
tional collaboration, so the artisans benefit. At
present, only the middlemen and shopowners
make money from margins and commissions.
The artisans are still exploited and underpaid.”
he says.

Lalit Gandhi, president of MACCIA, calls for
the Kolhapuri chappal to be patented. “A patent
will help the artisans, who have been the most ex-
ploited in the chain. There is not even a cluster
for the Kolhapuri chappals in Kolhapur at pre-
sent,” he says, adding that the Chamber has be-
gun the process. He hopes the artisans will come
together to form a collective. With Prada showing
an interest in engaging with the artisans, most in
Kolhapur feel this will be an example for ethical
fashion practices. "Prada has offered to hold a
meeting with the local artisans and with our in-
dustry representatives. We have suggested a joint
task force which could focus on developing co-
hbranded limited-edition collections rooted in tra-
ditional Knlhapuri designs,” be adds.

Maharashtra Social Justice Minister Sanjay
Shirsat says that he has called for a meeting next
week “to take measures to address the issue”.

vinaya.deshpande@thehinduw.coin
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Bride, betrayal
and bloodshed

A chilling case from Telangana has laid bare a disturbing pattern unfolding across the country — of
newlywed grooms being murdered in cold blood, often by their wives in collusion with their paramours,
In Gadwal, a 30-year-old vouth vanished weeks after his wedding, while his bride wept and prayed for his
return. But behind the tears was a calculated plot. Lavpreet Kaur tracks the tragedy

began. Just weeks after a grand wed-

ding in Gadwal, about 190 kilometres
from Hyderabad, Ganta Tejeshwar vanished
without a trace, and his bride wept the loudest.

She held her mother-in-law's hand, filed a mis-
sing person’s report and prayed fervently, plead-
ing for the safe return of her 30-year-old hus
band. But the truth, as it would soon unravel,
was far darker than anyone could imagine.

Today, the dirt road that snakes past Gadwal
Fort into Ganjipet lies heavy with silence. It's late
June - hot, humid, and unnervingly quiet. Not
long ago, the same lane rang with wedding songs,
laughter and the clink of bangles. Now, only
hushed murmurs and the occasional sob of the
youth's grieving parents punctuate the air.

At the edge of a dusty, unpaved lane, Tejesh-
war's bungalow — once the centre of celebration
— stands shrouded in sorrow. Neighbours and vil
lagers arrive in trickles, whispering the same

: How could a newlywed bride plot so-

he jasmine garlands on the gate had
T barely withered when the moumning

Inside, his parents - &3year-old Jayaramulu, 2
retired land surveyor, and 56-year-old Shakunta-
la - sit side by side on a single bed in their spa-
dous living room, their backs against a wall that
gleamed with wedding silks just weeks ago. Bet-
ween them, they clutch a framed photo of Tejesh-
‘war, their fingers trembling, the glass misted with
tears,

“We waited so long to see him married,” Sha-
kuntala whispers, her voice cracked and eyes
downcast. "And now, this is all we have left.”

Beside them sits his twin, Tejavardhan, face lit
aonly by the glow of his phone screen. He scrolls
through old Instagram reels, of Tejeshwar danc-
ing to a Telugu song in a park. In another, he is
seen leading a group of children. "Dancing was
his passion.” Tejavardhan says, his voice low. “It
never worked out as a career, but he never
stopped. He danced for the love of it

Tejeshwar was more than a brother, more
than a son. He was the family™s pride: a private
land surveyor waiting on a long-anticipated go-
wvernment posting, and a self-taught dance in-
structor koved by local children.,

From cold feet to a cold plot

The match had come through mutual acquain-
tances. Ishwarya, from Kurnool in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh, was poised, well-spoken and a
seemingly perfect fit, mawching Tejeshwar in
height. The engagement was celebrated on De-
cember 26, 2024, and the wedding was finalised
for February 13 this year.

The family spared no expense — 1,000 invita-
tions printed with intricate gold detailing, ma-
roon accents on beige paper and a gleaming Lord
‘Ganesha motif at the centre. The K.8. Function
Hall on Kurnool Road was booked, the caterers fi-
nalised, the menu planned down to the last
sweet.

But just a week before the wedding, Ishwarya
disappeared.

“She stopped answering calls. Her phone was
switched off, Tejeshwar waited and then finally
called her mother,” recalls Boya Srinivas, his
brother-in-law. The news that followed shocked
everyone — Ishwarya had fled to Chennai. No ex-
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planation, no warning.

The wedding was called off. The family lost
thousands to vendors, priests and decorators,
More than the money, it was the embarrassment
and heartbreak that stung.

And then, just as suddenly, she returned.

“She told Tejeshwar that her mother had pres-
sured her to back out because they couldn't hane
dlle the financial strain,” Srinivas says. “She cried,
begped him to take her back”

Against the advice of his family and the pleas
of his twin, Tejeshwar forgave her.

Tejavardhan, unable to accept his brother’s
decision, moved out of the family home and rent-
ed a house nearby. I told him she was already in
a relationship. 1 had done a background check
and wamned him,” he says, shaking his head, dis-
belief still fresh in his voice. “But he wouldn't
listen.”

“He said she loved him, and that was enough,”
his father Jayaramulu adds, now bedridden after
a recent accident. He recalls how Tejeshwar went
from one relative to another, asking them to help
convinee the family. He was determined to make
it work.

The wedding eventually took place on May 18
this year, at the Beechupally Temple on the
banks of the Krishna River, just 15 kilometres
from their house. Though unconvinced, the fa-
mily attended, choosing Tejeshwar's happiness
ower their doubts and suspicion. They welcomed
Ishwarya into their home.

But things never felt right.

“Zhe didn’t behave like a new bride,” says Te-
jeshwar's sister, Susheela. “She barely interacted
with us. She never helped with chores, always
stayed locked in the room, always on the phone.
She only waited for him to return from work to
take her out.”

There were brief moments — she made tea
once for everyone — but for the most part, Ish-
warya remained aloof She avoided meals
cooked by her motherin-law, ordered junk food
instead, and rarely sat with the family.

still, Tejeshwar didn't complain. He continued
working, teaching dance, trying to bridge the gap
between his family and his wife. But unease hung
in the air.

Then came June 17, That afternoon, Tejeshwar

-

Grief-stricken family merbers of Ganta Tejeshwar, wha was killed in a cold-bloaded conspiracy allegedly plotted by his wife and her lover, it i the hall of the two-starey heuase he built | below) in 2022, SD0HAKT THA

Ganta Tejeshwar and |shwarya an thelr wedding day.

had called home. He was just 15 minutes away, he
said, and askod Ishwarya to have lunch ready. But
he never returned.

As night fell, panic set in. His phone was un-
reachable. Calls went unanswered.

The next moming, the family rushed to the
paolice station, and Ishwarya went with them. She
wept, she prayed, she held her mother-in-law
close and stroked her hair.

But all along, she knew. Ishwarya had helped
plan the murder.

The murder plot

As suspicion mounted, police turmed to call re-
cords, and what they uncovered shattered the fa-
cade. Over 2,000 calls and messages had been
exchanged between Ishwarya and 35-year-old Ti-
rumala Ra, a bank manager with Canfin Homes,
totalling more than 20,000 seconds of conversa-
tion. The digital trail revealed not just intimacy,
but coordination.

The affair had begun months earlier in Kur-
nool. Iswarya's mother, Sujatha, who worked as
a sweeper at Rao's bank, introduced them. Rao, a
married man, had helped both mother and

daughter  secure

home loans and
slowly  tightened
‘his grip. But when
Ishwarya's  wed-
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Justin 2025, Kummari Nagesh,
KUMAR, and a friend, Pa-
Privase detecthve rashuramudu.

Masquerading  as
land buyers, they spent time with Tejeshwar,
gaining his trust and mapping his movemnents. As
the wedding approached, Rao escalated the plan
— a GPS tracker was secretly installed beneath Te-
jeshwar's bike, says Jogulamba Gadwal Superin-
tendent of Police T. Srinivasa Rao.

On June 15, the trio tried to locate him near
Gadwal Fort and Sangala Cheruvu but failed.

They returned two days later, this time with a
rented SUV, black-tinted windows and weapons —
two sickles and a knife —stashed under the seat,

At 8.30 a.m. on June 17, they called Tejeshwar
again. He agreed to meet them near Kistareddy
bungalkow. He had no idea what avaited him.

He climbed into the front seat, and the group
drowve toward Mogali Ravala Chenn, pretending
to scout land. After a stop for breakfast, they
steered the car towards Kurnool. Around 20 kilo-
metres out, they abruptly turned back.

It was just past 11 a.m., as they passed a tem-
ple, Parashuramudu moved to the back seat,
feigning fatigue and then astacked. A blow to the
head with a sickle. Tejeshwar screamed. The car
stopped.

What followed was brutal: slashing, stabbing
and finally, strangulation. His body was shifted to
the middle row and covered. The men crossed
the Krishna River to Panchalingala, disposing of
his phone and bag in the water. Then they met
Rao and handed them % lakh and instructed
them to disappear.

Later that night, they moved the body again —
this time dumping it near the newly-constructed
Galern Nagari Sujala Sravanthi canal. The killers
returned to Kurnool and celebrated with drinks.
Two days later, another 2 lakh was paid through
an intermediary.

Back in Gadwal, Ishwarya kept up her act,
playing the grieving bride.

But the police were closing in. CCTV camera
footage, mobile data and relentbess sleuthing led
them to the getaway vehicle. On June 20, at a
checkpoint in Pulluru, the car was intercepted
and the conspirators were finally arrested,

The murder of Tejeshwar is not an isolated tra-
gedy, it is part of a grim and growing pattern.
Across India this year, newly-wed men have been
killed in eerily similar plots imvolving married
women and their lovers, leaving families shat-
tered and the public rattled.

In May, Indore resident Raja Raghuvanshi, just
11 days into marriage, was allegedly murdered by
contract killers hired by his wife Sonam and her
partner, while honeymooning in Meghalaya.

In Uttar Pradesh’s Meerut, Saurabh Rajput, a
former merchant navy officer, was drugged,
chopped into pieces and stuffed into a cement
drum by his wife Muskan and her lover, Sahil
Shukla, in March.

The same month, in Auraiya (U1, 25-year-old
Dilip Yadav was stabbed to death two weeks after
his wedding — another victim of a conspiracy led
by his wife Pragati and her lover.

Background checks the new norm
These chilling cases have triggered a surge in pre-
marital background checks across the country.
“We have seen a 30-40% rise in background
verification requests over the past five years —
and a clear 10-15% spike just in 20257 says Kumar
from Scout Detective Agency in Hyderabad.
“Most marriages today are arranged through on-
line platforms where families barely know each
ather. Now, background checks have become
routine, Families want to know everything — cha-
racter, job conduct, financials and even romantic
history. If the person's behaviour or body lan-
guage seems off, they ask us to dig deeper.”
Captain D.K. Giri, who founded Sharp Detec-
tives in Secunderabad in 1978, confirms the
trend. “Back then, these checks were rare. Today,
I get frve tos seven requests a day — both pre- and

@ sy,
i his own home, the shift is stark.
“Three of my five sons, aged 44, 32 and 30, have
decided not to marry at all. They say it's not
worth the risk,” Giri says. He believes societal
pressure is partly to blame. “Children are pushed
intos marriage without emotional alignment. The
heart is elsewhere, but they go through with it to
please the family. That dishonesty often leads o
devastating outcomes.”

Diana Monteiro, a counselling psychologist in
Hyderabad, sees this pressure play out often in
her practice. "Arranged marriages aren’t inhe-
rently the problem. Forced ones are,” she says.

“Omce a mateh is approved by elders, the emo-
tional or logical concerns of the bride or groom
are dismissed. Emotional blackmail and abuse
are commaonly used to pressure them into agree-
ing. But when problems arise after marriage, the
same families ask, “Why did you marry if you
didn’'t want to?” or they blame the child for not
fighting hard enowgh,” she adds.

She notes growing fear among young people.
“1 find people more cautious, more sceptical. [
‘have heard half-anxious, halfjoking remarks like,
‘Hope they don't kill me'," she shares.

She highlights to the pressure around past re-
lationships. “Many young men expect their wives
to have no history, no baggage. That creates se-
crecy. If the truth comes out and the man reacts
violently, it can lead to unimaginable
conseuences.”

But even as men are increasingly at risk in such
headline-grabbing cases, the larger picture still
revedls a society whene women continue to suffer
in silence. This is just one layer of a much deeper
isswe, says Purnima Nagaraja, therapist and con-
sultant mental health expert, pointing to wides-
pread dowry deaths and crimes against women
in the country.

“Our society continues to expect women to be
submissive, toderant and silently endure suffer-
ing. The idea that women themselves could be
behind such violent acts is a bitter pill to swal-
low," she says.

According to her, the root problem lies in how
marriages are still arranged — more as alliances
between caste, class, and income brackets than
between compatible individuals: “Elders often
hold the belief that love can happen after mar-
riage. But today’s generation lives in a world
shaped by social media, dating culture and con-
versations around choice and intimacy™

Back in Ganjipet, the wedding album gathers
dust on the shelves. In the flickering light of a cor-
ner room, Tejeshwar's father stares at his son's
photograph — the last one taken before the cere-
mony. His hands tremble as he towches the
frame, his voice barely a whisper. “Why him?” he
asks. It is a question no one can answer.

Anx



10 ;i T

TheIndianEXPRESS

= Founnen By ==

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH |

INWOLVES US ALL

LIKE SAI'T TO WOUND

US pressure on GM crops underlines Indian farmers'
predicament —denied technology that helps them compete

HEDOMNALD TRUMPac openupits
lnarhct m)\mcncan soyabean and maize, which are both almust entirely ge-
v [ These are rops

with its exports of raw soyabean alone valued at $24.5 billion and of maize at
$13.7 hillion in 2024, It would be more — around $52 billion — if exports of soyabean meal
(6.3 hillion ) and maize-derived ethanol ($4.3 billion) and dried distillers grains($3.1 billion)
are added. The economic imperative tofind new markets is reinforced by Trump's political
compulsion tocater to voters in the "oom belt” states of the Mid western US. Some of them,
erowing the bulk of the country’s soyabean, maize and wheat — 1linois, Indiana, and Ohio
— are also part of the "rust belt” that constituted its industrial heartland. With Trump hav-

img swept both belts in the presidential elections, he has to evidently retumn that fvour.
For India, this presents a dilemma that has less to do with economics, Average soy-
abean yields in the US are more than 3.5 times that of India. That makes American grow-
ers much more cost competitive. Moreover, India imports close to 5 million onnes(mt}of
smyabean oil annually. From a domestic value addition standpoint, it makes sense o im-
portsoyabean itself, which cant essed b yil oil and the residual protein-

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY. JULY 5,2025

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRrDLY WISE
SILENCE IS THE LANGUAGE OF GOD,
ALL ELSE IS POOR TRANSLATION.
— R

Maharashtra deja vu

Opposition mobilisation on the language issue today
recalls a political moment 70 years ago

GIrISH KUBER

IT ALL BEGAN iin February 1956 when the
States Reorganisation Commission led by
Justice Fazal AlL, with K M Panikkarand HN
Kunzruas members, ahilin-
gual Bombay State, including Maharashtra
and Gujarat, with Bombay its capital, therehy
denying Maharashitra’s exclusive claim over
thee city: Prime Minister Jawaharlal Mehru and
Home Minister Vallabhbhai Patel were
against the restructuring of states on a lin-
guistic basis, but the death of Potti
Sreeramuly, the Telugu activist whowent on
a fast to press for the demand to create
Angdhra Pradesh, compelled them to alter
their stand. But they were umwilling to con-
cede Maharashtra's right over the city of
Mumbai. The apparently adamant stand of
MNehru and Patel triggered independent
India's first all-party coalition against the
mighty Congress party, which was acoused,
righthy sn.ufhcmgalm -federal,

It nec d the formation of the

rich cake ormeal. Th maybe somewhat less for maize, Bihar
Earmers harvest almost the same per-hectare tonnage as their counterparts in lowa or
linis. But India’s maize consumption is growing on the badk of both feed and ethanal
biofuel demand. Imports are going to be a practical necessity in both maize and soyabean
meal, asrising incomes lead Indians o consume more dairy and other animal producs that
require these as key feed ingredients.

The problem is more political Maize and sovabean are grown on areas of 12 million
Ihectaresand 13 milion hectares respectively in the country. Given the sheer number of farm-
ers mmh‘rd.ﬂtguun’nmmmnut e oblivious to their interests. But that's where policy
AT Gl i 15 farmers toplant soyabean
and maize varieties that can tolerate application of herbicides and resist deadly insect at-
tacks Theyare, therefore, ableto harvest higheryieldst weedand pest control,
Unfortunately, the same technology has been dended to Indian farmers, who are now ex-
pected oo inst imports from oo i Triments have not suocumbed
o Luddite interests Blocking technology in the name of Swadeshi hasled toIndia tuming from
anetexporter to importer of cotton, The Trump pressure is Bke adding salt to the wound.

NOT EVEN BAND-AID

Centre's curbs on end-of-life vehicles, Delhi government's
pushback point to broader failing — lack of anti-pollution plan

HE DELHI GOVERNMENT hasasked the Centre’s Commission for Air Quality

Management (CAQM) to pause the fuel ban on end-of-life vehicles, The or-

der to stop fuel supply to 10-year-obd diesel-run vehicles and 15-year-old

petrol vehicles, which came into effect on July 1, was justified as an anti-pol-
lution measure. Delhi’s E;vironment Minister, Manjinder Singh Sirsa, however, said that
the move could be “counter-productive”. He is rght, to an extent. The restrictions could
push owners of ageing vehicles to source diesel or petrol from Dethi's neighbouring states
and create conditions for an illicit inter-state fuel market. Delhi CM Rekha Gupta's argu-
ment that the han will jeopardise the livelihoods of a large section of the dty's popula-
tiom thatc s also valid. Howewver, both the restrictions and the
pushback against \promaticof ale failing of both the Centre and
its agencies, including the CAQM, aswell as successive Delhi governments, The Capital has
longed for a well-thought-out plan to deean its air for at least a decade-and-a-half, All it
fas got are blunt measures and piecemeal solutions.

The CAQM had put the onus on petrol pump dealers to enforce the ban. Failure todo so
woulld attract penalties under Section 192 of the Motor Vehicles Adt, 1988, As a Petrol Dealers
Azsociation petition to the Delhi High Court pointed out, the 1p pump
r heirattendants... without th i quipped or authorised un-
der any law to carry out such a responsibility™. On paper, theend-of-life vehicles are flagzed
by the Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) system installed at fuel stations and
match the data against the government's Vahan portal. The trial run fior these systems be-
gan atthe nl:lotf]a!ymr and lastmionth the CAQM reportedly claimed that the ANPRscan-

ready th onend-of-lifevehicles. But, as Sirsa admitted, at sev-
eral places in the city, ANPRs are riddled with technical glitches, including faulty sensors
and incomrect placement of cameras, That the system is not integrated across the NCRshows
that very litthe planning went into making the restrictions effective.
wehicular pollution ained engagement with the complex rea-
sons behind motorisation — lifestyle choices, livelihood imperatives and urban spraw]
that increases travel time and distances. Successive governments in Dethi haven't ad-
dressed this imperative adequately. Even the relatively easier task of nudging people to
mvest in the fitness of their vehicles has never received the policy attention it required.
Inthe months it has been in office, Delhi's BJP government has given little indication of
learning from the failures of its predecessors. [t must course cormect.

CAPTAIN’S KNOCK
Shubman Gill's record-breaking 269 seals
the passing of baton, speaks of happy things
5 ATEEMACER, Shubman Cill would meticulously check the past scores of
Virat Kohliin the age-group roumaments, and compare them with his own

Mo, as India's Test capain, he has hita double hundred, more than Kohli's
highest score. Butin a poeticcoincidence, his 269 in the second Test against

Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti, whhich came
into being in February 1956, the first all-
party anti-Congress front of independent
India that had the likes of communist Sripad
Amrut Dange, aka Bhai Dange, socialist SM
Joshi and activists such as Keshav Sitaram
“Prabodhankar” Thackeray and other well-
known Maharashtrians. With the 70th an-
niversary of the formation of the Samiti,
which successfully led the agitation de-
manding an independent state for Marathi-
speaking people with Mumbai as its capi-
tal, a few months away, Maharashtra is
witnessing another all-party mohbilisation
against the allegedly anti-federal Centre,
The difference between now and then,
however, is that the once-strong om-
nipresent Congress at the Centre has been
replaced by the BJP.

There are two striking similarities be-
pween the situations then and now. Madhay
Sadashiv Golwalkar, or Guruji, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief then, had
extended open support to Nehru and Patel
in their initial stand that was against states’
reorganisation on the basis of language, The
RSS and Nehru-Patel, strange as it may
sound, were on the same page — both be-
lieved that linguistic divisions could lead o

The 70-year gap between
then and now illustrates
how Maharashtra polities
has let down the Marathi-
speaking people. Following
the formation of the state of
Maharashtra, with Nehru
later conceding the state's
demand for Mumbai asits
capital, the Samiti that
spearheaded the agitation
against Nehru-Patel was
dissolved, and then the Shiv
Sena rose. Led by maverick
Bal Thackeray, the son of
Prabodhankar, it espoused
the cause of the Marathi
‘manoos’, but it didn't go
much further than ensuring
lowly jobs for locals in state-
run PSUs.

nea
threat to the mrgr.mun of the newly inde-
pendent nation. This explains the BJFs insis-
tence on Hindi,

Spoken predominantly in the north
Indian states, Hindi remains central to the
saffron camp'’s grand design of “nation build-
ing”, which envisages Oneness —one nation,
one religion and one language (and one po-
litical party, one leader, BJP critics might add |
It also explains Maharashtra Chlcf Mlnlsu:r

inga pan-h 1a party. Itwwas, tilla few
years ago, confined to Mumbai and the
Konkan. It lost its mojo after aggressive
Hindutva became the mainstay of politics.
The Thackerays, having strayed from the
Marathi cause, jumped onto the Hindutva
bandwagon. It didn't take much effort for
the BJP to first overshadow the Sena and
then split it into two. Meanwhile, Raj
Thackeray, the Shiv Sena founder's succes-
sorincharisma, tried his hand at exploiting

Devendra Fadnavis's recent

Marathi Like Thackeray 5r, he,

ment tobring in Hindi as the third language
in school education from the primary level.
The move backfired but, on the way, it gal-
wvanised the Opposition, which wasted no
time in forming an all-party front, 41a 1956,
tooppose the B[R

Maharashtra is crucial as the only state
south of the Vindhyas for the RS5's long-en-
visaged plan of Hindi-isation of India. Had
Fadnavis, atrue swayamsevak, succeeded in
making Hindi mandatory from school level,
Maharashtra would have been the first hig
state outside the cow belt o embrace the
morth Indian language. United in thwarting
his efforts were the Thackeray brothers,
kddhavand Raj, who buried their hatchet, if
ontyfor the time being, to challenge the ever-
so-strong Centre, taking a cue perhaps from
ttheir grandfather Prabodhankar, who had
played a significant role in spoiling the
Mehru-Patel design 70 years agn. 5o, like in
1956, there is a Thackeray imvolved in the cur-
rent politics of language aswell

The 70-year gap between then and now
illustrates how Maharashtra politics has let
down the Marathi-speaking people.
Following the formation of the state of

with Nehrulaterc i

too, lost steam on the way and settled for
playing second fiddle to the BJF. Led now by
Marendra Modi and Amit Shah, it was much
easier for the BJP to neutralise the younger
Thackeray and make his political outfit, the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, redundant.
In its zeal to run the state on its own, the
BJFs aggressive leadership tried to politi-
cally weaken the two Thackerays.

The Fadnavis government’s ill-timed de-
cision — now rolled back — to introduce
(read: Impose) Hindi at school level came in
this Fraught conbext. It was nothing short of
bowling a full-toss in the death overs fora
team battling to stay afloat. The BJP govern-
ment’s move not only rejuvenated the two
Thackerays and their two Senas, in the bar-
gain it also sullied the saffron party's anti-
federal image further. The BJP now is being
compared with the old Delhi-centric, all-
powerful Congress, It is certainly not a com-
jparison the B[P would be happy about. Mow,
like in the Sixties, the issue of Hindi has
crossed political boundaries and hastakena
Maharashtra vs Might of Delhi turn. In the
Sixties, the fall-out of the Samyukta
Maharashtra movermnent was the Congress's

state'sdemand for Mumbai as itscapital, the
Samiti that spearheaded the agitation against
Nehne-Patel was dissolved, and then the Shiv
Senarose. Led by maverick Bal Thackeray, the

defeat in elections. Will histary
repeatitself with the BJF, which has replaced
Congress now?

Oinly time will answer this question. But
mcanwhl]: like thc play Six Characters in

sonof Prabodhankar, it -ause of
tthe Marathi manaos, but it didn’t go much
further than ensuring| -jobs for bocalsin

state-run PSUs, Unlike the DMK in Tamil
Madu, the Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal or even the Assam Gana Parishad in
ithe Northeast, the Shiv Sena was far from be-

Pirandello, Mal\araslm.ms' searchforagen-
uine and honest regional political party thar
can gobeyond hooliganism and thuggeryin
the name of Marathi manoos continues,

The writer is editor, Loksatta

NAQEERUIJI}IN SHAH

THE COUNTRY I MISS

Ifeel no need to wear patriotism on my sleeve. An earlier India allowed that

MY CHILDHOOD — AND upbringing — was
divided between an orthodox Muslim
home, a Roman Catholic, and then a Jesuit
Christian school. Each ethos gave mewhat it
could, but [ was never sold on any of them
and [ knew what I liked or disliked about
each, my own included. For example, |
thought it grossly unfair that everyone “ex-
ceptus™was doomed to perdition and 1 have
never been able to get my head around that.
Aschildren, we went to Pushkar, to the mag-
nificent Jain temple and, of course, the dar-
gah where dreadlocked sadhus in saffron
shared a chillum w'Jth green-robed Sufis;

Sikh and Hindu pi unded. Mamaaz

inthe Adhai Din Ka Jhonpda surrounded by
Hindu sculptures | thought was the coolest
idea. The great Shankar Shambhu sang the
praises of "Khwaja ji" accompanied by
gawwals from all over the sub-continent,
and even by a Baul singer. | never thought of
myself as a Muslim [ergo different) and
nothing in my surroundings made me feel 1
didn’t belong, no matter where | was. This
was my country and I miss it.

The rising tide of jingoism, hatred and, of
Late, war fever here, cannot but have encour-
aged all “right™ minded citizens to no longer
bather disguising the bigotry that has been
latent in them all along. At the same time, it
has been cause for concern for those who
worry about the direction inwhich our coun-
try seems to be headed. The touchiness of
the offence-taking brigade has begun bur—

England is, as social media has caught on to, the same as Kohli's Test by

Beyond the coincidences, the importance of this knodk, as the new captain talu:scm:(
the team after the retirement of Kohli and Rohit Shamma, can't be overstated. His ascen-
sion to the throne wasn't exactly a shock due to the lack of contenders, but he did have
his share of detractors. Even Rohit himself, when asked a few months back about poten-
tial leaders, had said that “the boys aren't ready yet”. When Gill unveiled a new cricket bat
for this series. it had the tagline “prince”, a reference to the moniker attached to him, and
there ywere sniggers about arrogance. When India lost the first Test in England, criticism
over his captaincy came from eminent cricketers such as Mike Atherton and Masser
Hussain, whao talked about a *lack of aura” and “captaincy by committee”.

More critics found their voice after d the second Test without
]'aspnt Bumrah and Kuldeep Yadav, two bowlers who could win games. And on a flat-
2 track, India floundered to find th Ty 211 for 5, and starting at a possibil-
ity of being shot out for less than 300 at a huge boss potentially. IEwas in this valnerable
moment that Gill unfurled a lawless knock with a series-reviving potential. In Australia,
India’s last Test series eardier this year, there were big: inwhich Gil
under pressure. Inthe two Tests in England as the new captain, he has shown that he can
cultivate the restraint needed in his batting. Mow, it will be other teenagers around the
couniry who will be tracking his scores, comparing themselves with him, and trying to
emulate him The prince is the new king.

e [ | [

b

dering on the ahbsurd. Criticising quality

If thisis taken to bea
justification of my Facebook
post (which has been taken
down, not deleted by me) in
support of Diljit Dosanjh, so
be it. But the fact is I need to
justify nothing, I said
whatever I had to sayand I
stand by it. Noram [
discouraged by the lack of
support from the film
industry. T wasn't expecting
any — they all either have
too much to lose or

they disagree.

of Hindi movies makes you “ungrateful”, a
plea for sanity and brotherhood makes you
“a traitor”, a grouse that Indians don't obey
itraffic lights makes you get advised on whene
youshould go, s peaking up for a fellow artiste
s "speaking against the country™. Amything
tthat is remately critical gets twisted to sound
“anti-national". The actorwho plays the lead
inthe beloved TV serial Amupamoo tarthy en-
quires whether Pakistan “allows Indian
artistes to perform there?" without know-
ing that not only dothey allow us, they wel-
come us and honourus. And thenis
who listens to Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan or
Mehdi Hasan or Farida Khanum in India a
traitor? Obviously, it's only the Prime
Ministerwhocan goacross the border to em-
brace his counterpart. For us ondinary mor-
tals to do thatisa sin. s it in amy way benefi-
wial to us to hate every Pakistani citizen for
what their government (read, army) does?
0r, does it simply satisfy some feral urge?
In George Orwell's book 1984, there o
ists a daily ritual where everyone drops
whatever they are doing and abuses an
Opposition leader: It is compulsory to par-
ticipate in this “two minutes of hate”,
Despite it having now becomse 24 hours of
hate, nolonger confined to the leader of the
Opposition, the palpable poison in the air
does not cause me despair or fiear. It sad-
dens me. Hatred is self-destructive but ev-
idently it can be sustained indefinitely if one
is o go by the continuing actions of some
“row vigilantes”. Besides, new hatreds can

easily be created. | am an easy target for “na-
tionalists” and paid trodls{who really could
do with some help in spelling and gram-
mar) because | feel no need to wear my love
for anything, including my country, on my
sheave, [ know what [ feel, 1 trust my feelings
and they are no one else’s business. 1 was
bom in India into the fifth generation of a
Muslim family, my wife into an even older
Hindu one and we hope our children can be
a combination of the best of both, My father
refused to go to Pakistan when his brothers
left, he was certain India had a future forus,
Jjust as 1 feel it does for my offspring. This is
a dream that cannot be abandoned.

If this is taken to be a justification of rmy
Facebaok post (which has been taken down,
not deleted by me) in support of Diljic
Dwosanjh, so be it. But the fact is [ need to jus-
tify nothing. | said whatever T had to say and
I stand by it. Nor am | discouraged by the
lack of support from the film industry. 1
wasn't expecting any — they all either have
too much to lose or they disagree. And to
the trolls, particularly the one who said o
e “Puakistan nafin ab kabristean”, | can only
quote [igar Moradabadi: “Mujhe de ne ghaiz
mein diamkiyomn, giren kakh baar e bijliyan,
 Meri soltenmt yehi aashivaar, meri milkiyat
yehi chagr par(Don't threaten me in anger,
let lightning strike a million times, | My nest
is my domain, these four feathers all
lown).”

The weriter is an actor and author

Jury 5, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

JET WRECKAGE LOCATED

A ROBOT SUBMERSIELE has “almost cer-
tainly” located the wreckage of the lost Air-
India Jumbo jet 1830 metres deep in the
Atlantic Dceanoﬁthc]nsh cl:last.ﬂu:Cabl:
and Wireless Tele

Mew Delhiafter the: slg.nmgdanagmcm:nt

Act of 19_12 on charges of corruption,

an cooperation inthe fi

search and development. The agreement

was signed by the Minister for Agriculture

and Rural Development, Buta Singh, and

]’a]uslan 's Foreign Minister, Sahabzada Yaqub
behalf of their countries.

Company
said. “Wieak signals which could be from the

crashed plane’s black box Aight recorder are
noww being picked up some 3.2 kom from the
wreckage,” the statement said,

INDO-PAK AGREEMENT

THE THREE-DAWY ministerial meeting of the
Indo-Pakistan Joint Commission ended in

epaper.indianexpressicom I .

‘Dismiss BHAJAN LAl

LEADERS OF MATIOMAL opposition parties
and Haryana oppaosition leaders have de-
manded the dismiszal of the Ha Chief
Minister, Bhajan Lal. They have also de-
manded the appointment of an inguiry
against himunder the Commission Enquiries

and nepotism. The opposition
leaders alleged that Lal, after becomning CM,
had cast aside all democratic norms and de-

cency in public life.

RESIGNATION DECLINED

THE COMNGRESS (1) high command is in no
mood to accept the resignation of Pranab
Mukherjee as West Bengal Pradesh Congress.
Committee (1} chief following the party’s de-
feat in the Caloutta Corporation election. The
AICC(D) general secretaries said thar
Mukherjee had done well and there was no
reason wihy hie should feel disappointed.
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Lives

paused by

Lives of over 5000 families in Ernakulam, 1dukki and Kottayam
districts went off the track a quarter century ago as all transactions
related to their holdings were frozen for the Sabari rail project,
which never took off. As discussions have been initiated for

restarting the project, Hiran Unnikrishnan meets some of the
landowners whose lives were stalled by it

xcept for the gentle gush of rainwater

cascading through a crystal-clear rivu-
E let outside her window, Daisy’s home

ar Ainkombu, a few metres from the
Pala-Thodupuzha road, sits in total silence.

Flanked by rolling green hills on one side and
a patchwork of farmland on the other, the view
could easily grace a posteard. But for Daisy, 60,
livirg alone in the house she once built with her
late hushand Karivachan, this silence is far from
peaceful.

Her children now live far away. Days slip by
quiethy, broken only by the occasional chirping of
birds and rustling of leaves in the breeze. But
now, what breaks the silence are the memories
that keep popping up from two decades ago.

A marker of unkept promises
In her backyard, halfburied in the thick under-
growth, lies a mosscovered boundary stone
planted by railway surveyors a few years ago. To
Daisy, it's a marker of promises unl

Since the day it appeared, her life has taken a

turn. Her life got stuck abruptly. She is unable to | More than
sell the holding or use it as collateral. Her home, | 5000 families
like her life, remains trapped in the shadow of 2 | e affected.
railway line that never came. That project is the The
Sabari rail line, a long-envisioned route meant to. i
connect Angamaly to the pilgrimage town of Sa- notifications
barimala through the rubber-growing areas of | AF¢ BONE,
central Travancore. but the
Daisy’s land was once earmarked for Ramapu- | consequences
ram railway station, which was expected to serve | pemain,
six panchayats in Meenachil taluk. Nearly 80% of o
her property, including farmland and polders, | pamacumant
was marked for acquisition. “This land was the . sahari
t5.” she sa Halhway Cenral
hub of the protests,” she says, her gaze fixed on i R

the stillness beyond her doarstep.

“Now it's all gone and quiet. People are tired.
We just want clarity. Are we staying? Or are we
leaving?" she asks, The protests started after they
marked the rail line through the area. Her hus-
band, Kariyachan, was at the forefront of the ag-
itation. “But that was so long ago. Nobody is op-
posing it now. We just want to know what comes.
next,” says Daisy in a disillusioned tone.

Agonising uncertainty

Just a few metres away, another life remains sus-
pended in uncertainty. Jose Joseph, 75, tends to
rows of rubber saplings at Kavalathil Rubber Nur-
sery, which he has nurtured for over four de-
cades. Unlike Daisy, he is less concerned about
lossing the land but troubled by the agonising un-
certainty the proposed project has forced on
their lives. "My house is on the alignment of the
rail line. S0 are my children's,” he says. “We built
our lives here. If the railway is coming, let them
say it. Should we stay or move?”

For more than a quarter century, that question
has loomed over nearly 5,000 families across the
70-km stretch of the rail project (from Kalady to
Ramapuram) whose properties have been sur-
weyed and marked. Some properties were sur-
weyed on foot, others from air, but all remain in
limbo. No one can build, sell or mortgage as all
transactions related to the property have been
stalled. Life is paused, awaiting a future that nev-
T ATTives,

At the other end of the line, things are no bet-
ter. Near the Cochin international airport, Kalady
raibway station, the only station built under the
project in its initial phase, stands deserted.
Weeds have overgrown the platform. Even local
people seem to have forgotten about the exis
tence of the station.

Across the Periyar river at Okkal, M.P. Vishwa-
nathan Mair's house stands as another casualty of
an ambitious project that never materialised. A
former non-resident Keralite, he had hoped to
expand his modest 900 sq ft home. But the
dream collapsed before it could take off.

“By the time 1 got back, revenue officials had
marked the land for the project. The railway line
was to cut right through my holding.” he recalls.
“They said I wouldn’t get compensation for any
new work. So, [ left the house unaltered. It's been
more than 20 years,” he says.

CH[:THALA

B Angamaly-Sabari rail line
B Second stage of Angamaly-Saban rail line
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A route map of the proposed Sabari rail line
Source: Sabari Roil Central Action Commitee

Though he tried to sell off the holding, poten-
tial buyers walked away on learning about the
land's status. A few years later, he approached

MARTHANDAM

I Kollam-Shencottah rail line

R Thiruvananth apuram-Ernakulam rail line

there's no need to change it and trouble people
again. If all goes well, land acquisition will be
completed within a year,” he says.

the Revenue dep: seeking ¢
Officials returned his application withour offer-
ing any explanation.

Unable to endure the uncertainty, he joined a
hunger strike cutside the same office. It lasted 21
days before being halted by pandemic restric-
tions. Now, there's a flicker of hope.

Land acquisition to resume

Recently, Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw and Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
agreed to resume land acquisition for the

V. Abdurahiman, Kerala Minister in charge of
Railways, says a few issues related to the cost-
sharing formula between the Centre and the
State government and administrative matters are
et to be resobved. “The project is finally moving.
We are awaiting a final intimation from the Rail-
ways by the first week of July,” he says.

“Since the alignment was fixed years ago,

Y i

But the bers tell a story of massive delay.

Of the 111-km-long route (including land where
physical survey has not been done), just seven ki-
lometres of tracks has been laid. Besides, the sta-
tion near Kalady, a lone bridge aver the Periyar
river stands as the projects only completed
structure. Sanctioned in the 19971998 Union
Budget, the project has seen anly 24 ha acquired
out of the required 303 ha. The original estimate
of B350 crore has now escalated to nearly $4,000
crare.

“The vision was always clear,” says former Un-
ion Minister P. C. Thomas, who first proposed the
project. He believes it could transform regional
economies from plywood and rice mills in Pe-
rumbavoor and Kalady to pineapple farming in
Vazhalulam and tourism in the high ranges.

“It would open export routes for crops such as
pineapple, cardamom, pepper, and rubber,” he
says. "But we've lost time, resources, and trust.”

Along the route, 11 Sabari railway action coun-

Py -
. - U T A
Datsy, native of Ainkombu, points to 8 marker stone Laid in the backyard of her property for the proposed Ramapuram rallway station in Kattayam. VISHNU PRATHER

cils were formed, which eventually merged to
form the Sabari Railway Central Action Council.

Towns such as Thodupuzha, Muvattupuzha,
Kothar 1 and l became
protest sites, where people, disheartened by
years of uncertainty over displacement and fi-
nancial crisis caused by the freezing of land tran-
sactions, took to the streets. The matter even
reached the Kerala High Court, which expressed
dissatisfaction over the prolonged delay. Yet, the
project failed to take off.

Jijo Panachinani, secretary of the action coun-
cil, says the damage caused by expired acouisi-
tion notices has been deep and personal. "Maore
than 5,000 families were affected. The notifica-
tions are gone, but the consequences remain,” he
sy,

“People couldn't mortgage or sell their hold-
ings. Some families broke up over partition dis-
putes. Many were forced to turn to private len-
ders when banks refused their land as collateral.”

Much of the delay stemmeed from the disagree-
ments between the Union and the State govern-
ments over funding. In 2015, the Congressled
United Democratic Front government agreed to
share the cost of the project and signed an Mol
with the Raibways.

The Communist Party of India (Marxistyled
Left Democratic Front government, after with-
drawing from the Mol in 2006, agreed to rejoin it
in 2021. However, it insisted that the State’s share
of the project cost be excluded from its borrow-
ing limit. It remains unclear whether this issue

has been resalved.

Per

Ohjections to alignment

For B. Manoj, a lawyer from Pala, the plight of the
affected families became a personal mission. In
2007, he visited every local body along the align.
ment, urging them to pass resolutions in support
of the project.

“But then puny political tussles began,” he
says. “Suddenly, there were objections to the
alignment through Pala and Poonjar. What began
as a people’s movement got entangled in politics
and lost its steam.”

Tomy Thengumpillikunnel, a 89-year-old acti-
wist from Choondacherry, near Pala, led a hunger
strike that lasted nearly four years from 2011, Like
many others, it too faded into silence. "Our prot-
st was 3 the line cutting through our land,”
e says. "Now, even with talk of the revival of the
project, no one cares ahout it”

Rail connectivity to improve

Dijo Kappen, chairperson of the action commit-
tee, believes the line could revolutionise rail con:
nectivity in Kottayam, Idukki and Ernakulam dis-
tricts. With 14 new stations proposed, it could
bring pilgrims to Sabarimala and provide rail
connectivity to the proposed Sabarimala airport,
while linking remote areas to the wider economy.

“In any case, this project offers a far mare feas-
ible alternative to the Chengannur-Pamipa rail
route, which is significantly more expensive and
designed solely to serve Sabarimala pilgrims,” he
asserts.

Kappen also points out that extending the line
up to Bal: in Thiruva h
will create an alternate rail corridor to the State
capital. Kerala has also submitted a proposal o
connect the Sabari line with Thiruvananthapu-
ram and the Vizhinjam seaport, he notes.

The government has asked the Collectors of
Ernakulam, Idukki, and Kottayam to resumne land
acguisition for the project. The government or-
der for acquiring land is expected soon.

Back in Kochi, Vishwanathan Nair now lives
with his daughter Sharika. "My house at Okkal
became uninhabitable. T had to shut my shop, my
only source of income, and move here,” he says
softly. “Someday, the project will move ahead
and T will get justice.” His voice falters, but hope
shines in his eyes.

And the wait contimues for thousands of others
like him, caught in the same silence, carrying the
same unanswered questions.
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The nation on canvas

As awitness to history and a leading figure of Indian modernism,
Krishen Khanna, who turns 100, has told India's story through his paintings

SHODHARA DALMIA

WHEN AN ARTIST turns 100, it marks
aturn in history, for he has been witness
te all the page-turning episodes of
his country and brought them to life on
his canvases,

For the well-known artist Krishen
Khanna, who turns 100 today, the most
haunting memaries are of Partition, Khanna
wias working at a printing press in Lahore
whrnlllr rumblings of Partition, and of

began. He depic ity
i s work, Reftugee Train Late 16 hrs (1947),
where a group of men and women can be
seen tightly packed together while waiting
for the train that can take them across the
barder. A couple can be seen embracing each
other ferverstly, for they do not lknow if they
will meet again. The artist's memories of
I'hrmmll are asif |l1|<|-.1u1tha||1|1|:nc(| “Ttwas
" it
in lwu cars and came -.tmu;hl to Shimla
where the education department | his father
waas deputy director of education with the
Evernment| was then going to be founded.
All the records had to be garnered and
brought. The ones that didn'tcome, they had
to be made up again through memaory. .. But
amyway, | was there, and | was loaking out
for a job, | couldn't go back. .. The evenings in
Lahore would be penetrated by howling
cries, as area after area would be set alive and
it still haunts me and holds me immobile.”

Kharina's memaries of Lahore remain
wiviel, even today, Absout a wirk lile Moo
Road (1990), for instance, he states, *| spent
several years of my childhood on Maclagan
Road whichwas like a microcosm of Lahore.
On this modest road lived professors and
teachers of considerable distinction as well as
miy Father wha taught at the Government
College. There was Dr Gurbax Ral, a home-
opath who healed even the passerly, He ae-
tively participated in the freedom struggle
and went to jail several times, During those
difficult days, his wife would sell fruit pre-
serves.As a refugee inDelhi he continued to
live with the same dignity and simplicity. It
wias Bantastic how this small stretch of mad
had people of every faith and profession, and
Dbelonging todifferent strata of society, all lv-
it i peace and amit

The artist’s family shifted to India, and to
earn a living, Khanna arrived in Bombay in
1948 where he joined Grindlays Bank, It was
then that he came across the artists who
farmed the Famed Progressive Artists' Group
and were at the forefront of modemism, He
met Ble-minded artists like M FHusain and
SH Raza, an then he exhilited a painting
which they all liked at the Bombay Art
Society, The painting was called News of
Camclhifi's Death { 1948 ) and featured people
reading newspapers under alight. The artist
says, "Twas in Delhi when Gandhi ji was as-
sassinated and | was going to Connaught
Place and |there were| all these little islancs
with lights and people were gathered under

AMITABH KANT

CITIES ARE THE engines of India's future
growth, innevation and job creation, Just 15
urban hubs contribute 30 per cent of India’s
GO, These 15 cities = Mumbai, New Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata,

the lights reading newspapers. That left an
image in my mind, So | worked on that and
did this painting.” Artists in the Progressive
Group met frequently, had fervent discus-
sions late into the night and supported and
analysed each other's warks.

There came a time when Khanna
wanted to leave his banking job and paint
Full time, Supported by his wife, he was to
give it up entirely in 1961, There was no
laoking back after that. His vast artistic re-
sources drove him to make works which
threw the spotlight on the marginalised
and the ignared during the heady early
years of Independence. In paintings like
Rear View (1991), the plight of migrant
workers huddled in trucks < like bundies
of objects and painted in monobones —
trew attention to their unchanging situa-
tion despite Independence.

Khanna's depiction of the bandwallas
over the years expressed contradictions in
the social situatkon in a vivid manner, The
barchwallas in thedr brighst but ill-fitting cos-
tumes and their straggly appearance bring
light to the lives of athers while remaining
in a sitation of constant deprivation them-
selves. Over the years, Klanna's bandwallas
sensuously depicted the bodily stances and
posturesof those on the fringes of society, as
wellas their immense and heroic strugighe to
overcome their situation.

The retelling of the lives of many came
together in his murals, the most well-known
of which is the magnificent work, The Great
Pracession, made in the dome at the ITC
Maurya, New Delhi in the 1970s. Presented
with sardonic wit, the mural offers glimpses
of India with all its contradictions and
Iramies: A wornan scratches her ear ina tem-

There came a time when
Khanna wanted to leave his
banking job and paint full
time. Supported by his wife,
be was to give it up entirely in
1961 There was no looking
back after that. His vast
artistic resources drove him
o make works which threw
the spotlight on the
marginalised and the ignored
during the heady early years
of Independence, In paintings
like ‘Rear View' (1991, the
migrant workers
huddled in trucks like
bundles of objects and
painted in monotones drew
attention to their
unchanging situation
despite Independence.

It will take a city

If their potential is unlocked, 15 urban hubs can propel India’s economy

Solid waste management must be trans-
formed. According to the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), our cities pro-
duce upwards of 1,50,000 tonnes of solid
w.mt'dnl)' yet unl)' aquarter is processed

inably. At the national

Ahmedabad, Pune, Surat, C e
MoidaGreater Nodda, Kochi, Gurugram,
Vishakhapatnam, and Nagpur = will drive
India’s ability to become a §30+ trillion
economy by 2047, facilitating an extra 1.5
jper cent growth, Yet they do not get their
due. These cities face numerous issues like
extreme air pollution, urban flooding, wa-
ter searcity, lack of reliable internet connee-
tivity, garbage, and slums, These are adirect
reflection of how these cities expanded
without proper planning or strong urhan
governance. Additionally, they also remain
unprepared for the climate crisis.

While eities like Bangkok, London,
Dubai, and Singapore attract millions
worldwide, Indian cities rarely feature as
global destinations, How can we unlock
their full potential?

We must clean our cities’ air,
Approximately 42 of the 50 most polluted
citbes are in India. Viehicular emissions, con-
struction dust and biomass burning are pri-
mary culprits, Public transport must be
electrified at the earliest opportunity,
Construction dust norms need to be imple-
mented strictly. Budget 2025-26 an-
mounced the creation of a Rs 1 lakh crore
Urban Challenge Fund = this can include a
city-level grand challenge. Ci hould be
ranked and financial incentives disbursed
based on performance.

level, Inchia s estirmated to generate about 62
million tonnes of municipal solid waste
yearly, of which about 70 per cent iscollected
bt only 30 per cent is processed, This ks a
failure of municipal governanee. To fix it,
state governments must build stromg infra-
structure = including purchasing vehickes
forwaste collection and transport — and train
staff o handle these tasks effectively, Clear
policies and regulations that promote per-
formance-based accountability are key.
Ultimately, better regulation, community in-
valvernent, and capacity-bui lding is the only
wary to transform waste management into a
sustainabbe, circular system = one that ex-
perts say coubd unlock as much as §73.5 tril-
lion annually by 2030,

Indore's model has shown immense
promise. Door-to-door segregated waste is
transported in specialised vehicles to
world-class waste processing plants, Wet
waste is processed into bio-CNG,

‘Water stressis an urgent challenge. Nearly
Thalf of our rivers are polluted, In 2008, NITI
Aayog predicted that 40 per cont of Inclia’s
population would face water scarcity by
2030, Cities lose 40-50 per cent of piped wa-
ter in transmission, and peor water quality
waorserns health issues, InIndore, sewage beak-
ages intowater badies were plugged, leverag-
i GIS technology. Ralmaater harvesting ane

rewse of treated water have turned Indore into
India's first water-plus city.

The Confederation of Incdian Indusery
(C11) and Knight Frank estimate a shortfall
of 10million affordable homes, expected o
triple to 31 million by 2030, Informal set-
tlernents have proliferated, resulting in il-
legal colonies with inadequate infrastruc-
ture support, including water and
sanitation. Increasing floor space index (FS1)
and floor area ratio {FAR) growth will pro-
mate vertical growth. Density-related in-
centives are a potential solution too, as
highlighted by the G20 India and OECD re-
port on "Financing Citbes of Tomarrow',

lreia’s urban potential rermains trapped
behind congested and overburdened city
environments, According to the Boston
Consulting Group, the average Indian city
dweller spends 1.5-2 haurs daily stuck in
traffic. Congestion also boosts emissions
and pollution. Toaddress this, we must pri-
oritise investing in public transport,
Implementing congestion-based pricing
and hamessing Al and 10T for smart traffic
management can also optimise flows, And
roads will only be free of traffic if citizens
follow rules and drive responsibly.

While eities like Seoul, Singapore and
Hong Kong effer internet speeds excoeding
| Ghps, India’s average mobile internet
speed is just around 100 Mbps. To attract
top global companies, multinational corpo-
rathons setting up innmation centres, global
capability centres (GOCs ), and RED hubs,
India needs to dramatically upgrade its
digital infrastructure,

C R Sasthaimar

ple, amid devotess; a man picks pockets out-
side a mosque; a tiger hides in a mountain
cave o pounce on grazing goats; the merry
bandwallas play in a comer while barbers
and street performers ply their trade. There
are humoroes quotations as well, and author
Khushwant Singh serves tea in a dhaba
where the customers include Mulk Raj
Anand and the artist himself, These vignettes
of a life lived to its fullest are reveabed like a
procession i thas miral of epic proportions.

Khanna's moving work, The Last Bite
'ZIJD":\ 1pl:<|h for itself, It muulw aut forits

el thee
!-'lldl:t.‘[lWIIPIM]!(‘F<|H!!45.m'\'ﬂ.‘]lﬂ!-‘tht‘tlmc‘!-‘
that they foresaw. In this painting, Husain is
central as a prominent member of the
Progressive Artists' Group. He is lanked on
the left by Tyeb Mehta, FN Souza and Bhanu
Athaiya = the only woman member, who
later became important as the costume de-
signer for Richard Attenborough's Gandhi
982). The painting has other members of
the artist fraternity, like Akbar Padamsee
who seems to be addressing Bhupen
Khakhar, who in turn appears to be looking
outof the frame as if engaging with the com-
mion man, On Khanna's aght is the Gmed V
§ Gaitonde addressing Jeram Patel, as the
painter Jogen Chowdhury looks out of llll:
Frame. Manjit Bawa, Raza and

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“You do not need to sympathise with Palestine Action’s aims to Iu licve that its

proscription sets a chilling precedent ar
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His spiritual

ho

Inthe 66 years the

me

Dalai Lama has lived

inIndia, his bond with the country,
itsideas and its people has deepened

AM RAJYA
BY Ram MaDITAV

HIS HOLINESS THE Dalai Lama will turn 90
this week, He entered Imlm ﬂgvd 23 .mtl

country. As a renowned guru of the
Mahayana tradition of Tibetan Buddhism,
the Dalai Larma became famous and soon
started attracting followers and supporters
from across the world, The people of India,
inclucling sucoessive Indian governments,
always held him in high esteem as a reli-
wious and spiritual master,

Through decades of living in exile in
India, the Dalai Lama developed a special
Il with thee eouintry and its peaple. | have
had the fortune of interacting with himon
several occasions and his gﬂlumr and

bond with his spiritual

hasspent the Last G ol

in Himachal Pradesh, where the Central
Tibetan Administration (CTA) was estab-
lished a few days after his arrival, It con-
tinues to regulate the activities of the
Tibetan exiles in India.

On the fateful afternoon of March 31,
1959, the Dalai Lama's party arrived at the
Indian border village of Kenzamani, near
Tawang in the North-East Frontier Agency,
which became the state of Arunachal
Pradesh in 1978, His Holiness was seri-
ously ill, and physically exhausted due to
two weeks of hard travel from Lhasa
through the Tibetan cmmtr)‘mlc to the

land eachtime. Heis a man of
not only great wisdom but also of subtle
humeasr. "1 malthlerlnn bty blood
is Indian." he once told me, playfully
aclding, "You know, | ate the rice and dal of
this country for G0 wears and my blood is
formed out of that.” Ona more serious note,
heonce reminisoed about his meeting with
Morarji Desad, The former PM apparently
told the Dalai Lama that Hinduism and
Buddhism were two branches of the same
tree, “But | respectfully corrected Morari
Desai and told him, "You are the tree and
wieare a biranch, be confided.

I'hls hum:llly and deep re spﬂ: for

Indian boreer. His 80 ¢
ceived IJythclndmn.’\rmyulluulsgm:d
ing the border. PN Menon, a foreign serv-
ice official who had previously served in
Lhasa, was there, carrying a message from
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,

"My colleagues and | welcome you”®,
Nehru wrote, adding that India would be
happy to "afford the necessary facilities™
for the foreign guests to stay inits territary.
Lest ne political meaning was read by
China inte this gesture, Nehru contended
that “the people of India, who hold you in
great veneration, will no doubt accord
their traditional respect to your persen-
age”. Three years earlier, when the Dalal
Lama visived India for the first time in
November 1956 to participate in the
2500th Buddha Jayanti celebrations at
Baeh Gaya, Neliri was not that generous.
Alerted by the rumours that the Dalai
Larma may not return to Tibet, and influ-
enced by his friend, Chinese premier Zhou
Enlai, he categorically told the Tibetan
leader that India could not support him
and henee, he should go back to his coun-
try amd try to work things out with
the Chinese,

In 1959, Nehru not enly allowed the
Dalai Lama to enter India as a refugee but
also provided asylum for him and thou-
sands of his followers, Thousands of
Tibetans continued to enter India, They
were setthed across the country at several
places including DImmmhﬂIn.Dchm(lun
Darjeeling and K West Bengal,

eomplete the group. As the last man stand-
ing, Khanna feels bereft of his friends and
contempararies, but his work and life pro-
vide sustenance, not just to himself, but to
what he cherishes the most: The ordinary
man on the street,

The writer is an art historian and
indeperndent curator based in New Dethi

To do this, we need to expand high-
speed broadhand, 4G, and 56 across cithes
and rural areas. This requires cutting spec-
trum prices to attract investment, building
extensive filbire-optic networks, and deploy-
ing 5C natbonally.

Effective urban reform depencds on de-
centralised planning, governance, and fi-
mancing. NITI Aayog reports that India has
Jjust one planner for every 1,000,000 peopbe,
while developed nations have one for every
5,000-10,000. Most Indian cities Lack proper
master plans. Full implementation of the
Fath Constitutional Amendment miust hap-
pen — along with increasing property tax
eollection, which is less than 0.2 per cent of
GDFP. Digitising land records, using tech for
surveillance and tax collection, and explor-
ing land value capture (1VC) can help cities
generate reveniie. Onee cithes can raise their
owvn revenues, they can tap into municipal
bond markets — though only after complet-
ing planning and governance reforms.

Our eltbes carry centuries of history and
should beworld-class economic and cultural
magnets, The steps outlined will make our
cities cleaner, safer, mone productive, and ac-
cessible, This must be pakred with imestments
inwalkabile heritage zones and seamless ur-
banexperiendes —which the government en-
ables, and the privabe soctor creates,

The next decade is beyand a doubt an
“urban decade”, and these 15 cities must
drrive India’s urban renaissance,

The writer was Indin’s G20 sherpa
ariel CED af NiTI Aayog

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

Mairpat in Chhattisgarh, and Bylalkuppe
and Mundgod in Karnataka. The number

I the hall-
marks of the de L.lma 1 describe my-
self as a son of India. My mind has been
nourished by India’s rich philosophical tra-
ditian, while my body has been fed by
Indian rice and dal. | am a messenger of
twiogreat gifts of India to humanity - reli-
gious pluralism and the teachings of
ahimsa, the principle of nonviclence”, he
wirotee in his book Vedee for the Votoeless,

Engagement between the Dalal Lama
and the Chinese government began at the
end af 1879 when Deng Xiaoping invited
his brother, Gyalo Thond up, for a meeting,
He came back with a message from Deng
that "except for independence”, everything
could be discussed. Several rounds of ne-
gotiations continued between the two
sides for years, In his speech to the
European Paiarment in Strasbourgin 1988,
the Dalai Lama publicly indicated that he
s willing to “remain a part of the People’s
Republic of China but only with a guaran-
tee of genuine austonomy”, That appears to
e the position of Tibetan exiles to this day,
although the engagement became erratic
due o a lack of trust on both sides,

India has always maintained that the
Tibetan political question is a matter to be
resahed bilaterally by the Dalai Lama and
the Chinese leadership,

Asthe Dalai Lama's ajre acvances, ques-
ticsns about his succession dominate the
discourse, He issued a statement recently,
citing a decision of the heads of Tibetan
traditions in September 2011, affirming
that the institution would continue. He
added that the Gaden Phodrang Trust, the
i.'.lHlu‘uI His | 5 Dalai Larma, mil

of Tibetan refugees swelled substantially,
crossing 100,00 at one point. However,
over the years, the numbsers decreased as
many Tibetan youth opted to migrate to
other countries, including the US and
Europe. According tothe u'nmuwulmrtl
by the Central Tibetan Administratio
2022, an estimated 66 IJDQTlhclnmlm in
various settlernents in Inckia,

Respecting the commitment given to
the Incian government, the Dalai Lama
an his followers conducted their lives in
the host country with the utmaost dignity
and peace., They made sure that Indian soil
wasn't used for activity against any other

e exelusi ibbe for recog

the future TLIL\! I armia. Mot Llncnpr:\'.lctﬂy.
the Chinese government rejected this de-
cisbon and insisted that the process would
take place under its gaze.

While the reincarnation issue may re-
main amajor conflict between China and
the Tibetans, what could become a bigger
contention is His Holiness’ assertion that
“the new Dalai Lama will be born in the
free world”,

The writer. president, India Foundation, is
with the BiP Views are persanal

LANGUAGE POLITICS
RS TO the editorial, Slap in
Mumbai's Face (IF, July a). The long-
t Iehate over Hindi

apre- Imll:r.v:ntlrmt'ﬂ.ﬁl\rxmlt consis-

1937 *Tamil Nadu for Tamilians" agita-
thom set a dangerous precedent, Today,
beyand the mand atory Hindi debate,
the same divisive rhetoric manifests in
physical assaults — a bank employee
slapped for not speaking Hindi, a shop-
keeper for not speaking Marathi — all
uncher the banner of “pride”,

Krishan Kumar Chug, Delid

EFERS TO the editorial, ‘Slap in
ace’ (1E, July 4). The Mira
Road slapgate points to the MNS' des-
peration to regain lost ground in
Maharashira's politics. The attackers
recorded the violence, as they wene sure
that they would face no action. They be-
lieved that it would ensure their pro-
motion in the party hierarchy and also
bring cheers from their supporters, The
MNS's fierce opposition to Hindi impo-
sition and its Marathi imposition on mi-
grants at the same time expose its dou-
ble-standards. Its anti-Hindi stand is an
example of its performative politics. IF
thee party, or any other group that bullies

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

migrants to speak Marathi, really
wishes to promote the language, it must
hold free Marathi lli'ﬂu;"dtll’ Mmiggrants.

HQuadn, Hikner

FUEL BAN PAUSE

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Delhi Govt
says pause fued ban on end-of-life vehi-
cles, cites toch issues, public outery' [
July4).1 am against vehioular pollution.
But a more effective way to curb it
wiould be to check the road-wort hiness
of avehicle. Based on that, a pollution-
free certificate mechanism can be pur-
sued for both thecity and inter-state we-
hicles, The vehicles not approved
road-waorthy can be withdrawn,
ALAgarwal, Delii

FLASHPOINT TIBET

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Draw a
mioral line’ (IF, July 4), The celebration of
the life of the spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhists of the Nalanda tradition whe
tuirrs 960 this weekend has had a dose of
peapolities injected into it as the succes-
sionissue of the Dalai Lama hascropped
up, However, India s firm that the Dalai
Lama and the G\(Iml'hu(lrm Trust he
has set up st
It wishes, This is a welbcome step.
Khokan Duas, Kolkato
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Trump’s ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’
not so good for poor in US

e US President signed the "blg beautiful bill"
pendonce Day. This is Donald Trump's America, and the tax and

ndu

Into law on

ling cut bill has "MAGA" written all over it In s country in which
distinction between truth and falsehood, and fact and flcthon, is fast
Enclingz, it might seem to matter Hitle thit Trump is doing the opposite of Robin

Hood — robbing the

v of thedr medical and food afd, with plans to cut them

AAP To CONRST
ALOKE. W BIHAR.,
GUIARAT: KETRIWAL

anil mlaﬁﬁ 1 trl Im:‘ n 10 years while giving much move to the reh in “big,
it b bk,
There will be s kot more money not only for national defence, which must be
a priority in these uncertaln thines when national tervitorial boundaries are
s o draw the least respect, but also plenty of money for gaarding the US
border and effect ing muss deportations of (legal aliens and possibly everyone
else who are not to the rulers' liking.

e

Mnumin‘(ﬂn{mmanﬂd
5 of the loss of

wrtations ave national concerns for the US even as
licaid and cuts in food stamps may take l|l||L‘ m

lr.h:ltIL- duwn 1t in the US's runaway debt that others in the workd might be
ried ahout, especially China,

All seonomibe theorkes and the flscal
It Is in reducing the |,

manaey for the sockal
safoty net that the
Republicans are
giving away their
-poor

At home, Trump's acol
Republicans, in having t

tices based on them that have
haped global financlal novms over decades have
boen thrown out of the window. The bill envisages
the US would run up a deficit of $3.4 trillion over
the et 10 years to add to 16 existing national debt
of $35.22 tn, which means the country may have to
print more notes to compensate.
Thina, which used i hold about §1.9 tn of US debd
Fa per buit rediiced it to about 700 bo by relnvest-
g in gold and other assets, is worvked about the
roneging on s debt in the future. While this
may be in line with Mr XiJinping's great nssertion
that the East is rising while the West is declini
China might stand to lose much If the dollar Is
duvﬁm and drags down the US assets his coun-

s who Mnd nmsl rosistance, even among fellow
sl every pulmcal artifice o get it

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

bill passed, u
through, with the vice president %an Vamee breaking the the in the Senate and
four ican members of the House were ultimately convinced to change
lIv:'Il stand and vote with the party in a 21214 verdice.

It should surprise no one that Elon Musk, onee Trump's rght hand antil the
L-Jnctl.un and just after, dubbed the bill “insanc” and s Dermocrat who spoke for
a record ekght-and-a-half hours on the oo of the Howse deemed it a “disgust-
ing abomination.” But all that eriticksm 1s so much water off o duck's or, for
that matter, Donald's back.

Among the 815 tn tax cuts would be a provision for deductions on tp, over-
time and auto loans, The wealthiest households may benedit by $19,000 per year
wihile the ?mmst wodild be hit 'h{mp ‘o 81,600 8 year. It has been computed that
the federa upl:'nr]ing cuts could leave 108 million more people without health
insurance by 204, 1t & in reducing the money for the social safety net that the
Republicans are giving away their pro-rich, anti-poor attitude. So too the et
that o 5200 tax will disappear from purchase of gun silencers, short-barvel rifles
and shodguins.

This Democrats are buttlnimlmlnu I:!ndtnl of all thils i the 2006 polls when
thary can hope to swingt aprity the icans
enjoy now. This might all seem almnﬂlcnd'f\.mlimn problems, but in an inter-
canmected world they mean o lot move, including possible effects on American
eoonom e dominance.

Row erupts over Prada’s Kolhapuris

uxury fashion label Prada recently launched a footwear design,
I which is startlingly reminlacent of the hismble Kolhapuri chappal, an

artisanal leather sandal indigenous to the town of Kelhapur in
Maharashira,

While the adaptation of designs ls considered normal, though not legal,
this Inchdent has triggered a furore and set off a debate on cultural appro-
priation versus appreciation.

The Kolhapurl chappal ks not just footwear. 1t's o sliee of livin
which was painstakingly crafted by skilled artisans using age-ol
It embodies India's rlch legaey of indigenous des)

It 18 Inarnm‘Prlal rtof a global brand like Prada to steal the design
ani sell tee which is 120 times more than the original product
without any visible acknowledgment to its roots,

Thaough the Kolhapurl chappal was granted Gl status in 2018, it could not
stop International brands from l:!nl.tnLlninu omn bts form while Lgnoring its
name, origin and socle-econemic emsr

This incident rajses important questions: ]f Prada could sell a pair of san-
dals, which is available at less than $10 (€840) in India, for £1,200 (over €1
lakhy. why do its makers still langulsh in poverty? Wh'{“nn t the govern-
mant, which gives vartous incentives to foreign companies to create jobs in
India, take Indin's legacy products to the International markeds in partner.
ship with global fashion majors?

Globally. people aspire for new deslgns and fashion at an affordable cost,
India with its multiple cultures have a troasure trove of handicrafts and
fabrics which are not exploited commarcially for the benefit of artisans,
who continue to lead miserable lives in poverty. While imitation is the best
flattery, Prada has in fact given o wake-up call for Indlans to realise the
worth of thalr horitage,

herita,
methe
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uring the late 19th
certury i China
et the Guing
dynasty, forelm
traders, mission:
arkes, and seldiers were

veforvd to as “forelgn dev-
A", who hod o plaee i the
rlighl fmperial arder. In com-
parison, [ncin's m]nll.umhlr
with foralgn teaders and eul-
tural influerces had been far
more synervtie, rather than
axcluslonary — a saurce of
sivength and restlbence but
alsn o challenge, while bearn-
Ing to march to o common
drumbeat.

Today, China, the worlds
larpost aporter, 18 an om
niprosont "Iurl'lln deI

and an umqt
ll!llmn India lmlneumpur

s a share of
currum GIN* were 22 per
oot n NEE versus about 30
et coit in East Asio and 2
per cent for all countries
(Workl Bank). India's sk
and benefleent traditions,
emeirnge protected, maular

wih. Till 1M this was
the oaly option, as regulato-
ry wpaghetth trapped both
private enterprise and for

trade.

vor the last thiee dee-
ades, peenamic liberalisa-
tom, the easing of farelim
Investment  novms  and
relaxed forelm exchange
oantreds have opersed Indian
business to overseas oppor
tunities and competition.
Hat uctivity, the bell-
wenther af competitiveness,
atill Tnys.

Almnu the  developing
, flrm bevel produc-
tl\'ll) m Sauth Asin, wm
s doeninates ecanormical-
R{. I8 fouirffths that of East

ala (World Bank 2021).
Todud factor productiviey, or
the vahse of outpit devk
per unit of land, labsour, capl-
tal, and innovation — n pro-
ductivity metrie, is the sec-
anid lowest after Sub-Saha-
ran Afrien, Mo wonder Sowth
Asian firms expart o lower
percentage of thekr cutput
wiersas any othir reon.

OF those flrms that do
apart, those which u:gan
T8 pier pent of more of their
production dominate, unlike

ather regians In Hast Asin,
the share of firms which
mcpart between 50 o T per
oont and supply the domestie
market | the Mghest. This
Ulustrates the “dual econe-
my” structure i India,
Product demand in the
domesthc market |8 quibe dif-
ferent from ex) puarl.
This should change onee
South Asla catches up with
East  Aslan  per  capita
Incanes, which are more
than thies times higher.
Trade agroements thrive
when there is losmen:
tavity n market demand
across countries. Indin does
nat eanform to the cookle-
cuttar prafile: of u bowoe tmid-
dbeIncome eeonom,
o ST — AOEm) )arl.d|
country’s stronpth — bs &6

half. Business process out-
sourcing and consilting s
urawirg vapidly. India is the
sovendh largest exporter of
services, up from being
twarty-fiest twa decades age.
[n i facturing up-ul‘l!.
i oy o bedng o
|||Idd|.|l|¢ supplier o
amangst  the top  fifteen
aparters over the last two
decades by diversifying from
textibes, gemss ard bashe man-
ufcturing m ul.m um
pharma, maochinery,
auttamnbi bes,
Year 25 will be o hectle
doe Indban trade pogo-
Hators a8 bilateral trade
proliferate. Tradition:
ally scant resources m the
|||In|.;|r‘m of  commerce
ch rampid up. Suf-
fickntly diversified exper-
tee b8 necossary o avakd
umiforoed errors die o lnsuf-
ficient impact analysis or
Inadequate  brainstorming
within  the government,
E'lar to adopting a negotiat:
T umdoetunate
Instarce, lnMny Ihlnyuur.d
0 Niti Anyog paper advocat
ing ml.l:nlnma in the E:lal

India, China, West: How to
trade with ‘forelgn devils’

He industry whilst improv-
Ing benchmarkes far competi-
tive bidding in government,
Improvement in the pover-

Tance ar -
ding ore prosequisites for
ot

.\lnnrl.m BOFVES A5 0 eail
Homary tale.
[".nch hllum]dun] eotn the
axpectations far succeeding
deaks. Bilateral trade deals
wlth lsroel and the UAE
anather with the
[JK it to follaw, Discussians
with the Europeon Unbon
e Cmgning. President
Donald Trump expects to
Hapen up" India. He must nod
be disappodnted, if he s will
Ing to Bactor i the vastly dif-
fevent fiscal capacity of the
two governmints to support
adverse fallouts on domestic
manufacturing and agricul:
ture, The deadline for & deal
I July 8 after which the 10
per cent Import duty
Tor Indlan exports to the US
will [nerease o 26 per cent,
An “varly harvest’ frame-
work for & hrlx' defenen or
cuttin technology
manul ulln partiership
s limibed mlmrt AU
or GM foods for consumyp-
Hom, ot production, might
being a reprieve. Indin's
tracde megotintors tradition-
ally protect aceess to agricul-
tiral products other than
edible oils and  rubber,
which are i deficit. Dudry
peaducts are another oo
area, relevant for the EU and
New Zoaland. Applying min-
fmum price constraints on
Imiparts could distingulsh
between damestie sapply of
dnily needs tems and impart
for fine dindn. Impart com:
petition in ment — processed
ar W — I8 n new are for
trade, if domestic livestock
roaring for slaughser |s no
Immcu]mrnllylmuhlv
Import in  highgrow:
aress like EVs — nitially I'Ur
Ical assembly and eventual
ly manufacture alang
with demonstrated linkages
for firm supply of hatterkes
nm‘] semboand uetars ean e

Ing im) i B
Ceionton genicaly el
fied crops, being removed
Trom public wiew, in the e
aftrenchant polithcal sceusa-
thans of o “sellout” te

Foal gn acoess to lirge gov-
arnment contracts, on o vecl-
procal hosls, can be a win-
win to pratect the Interests
al small and meedivm donses-

ment of dsputes, Inclin i
comimited o bocamiing car
hon neutral by 207, Per capi-
ta carbon emissions contin:
e fo be Jower thai the gob-
al average, This distingish-
mual'mllnlm Is'IJ ﬂ|| uﬂwr
environmental
Inlml.wnnurnnm;lmaulllw

axpectutions shoukd ali
with national targets. On
Iabour  standards,
efforts national guidelines
e the appropeiate option to
retan our  comparative
.ld\'nn e, The ELl

rbon

Muchanlam vln]aiu “’|L‘
principle of “differontlated
s ibdlities' enshrined
yoto Protocal. This is
dunlltltnun Carve-outs
should protect the Indian
mitals industry Hil 2040, via
declining  expart  quotns,
hused on pvidenced plans for
Green  Hydrogen  supply

Tinws,

Trade agreements must
nat bo evalisated by the addi-
Honal exports thy gt
ar the imparts they supress,
Hoosting GIP prowth s key.
A trade concession which
divectly enhances GDI
say by infusbon of an nssoci-
ated lavge forelen invest:
mint or techn
leaves the trade deflcit as
warlyer, s better than one
which simply loaves the
dloflelt
formulation which reduces
the trade deficit but does
naothing  to  grow  the

eCOnanmy.

Put siniply, achioving sus-
talnable GOP growth with
stubillity Is the highest pricr
Ity for teade negotintions.
Nkt comys anpart growth

a validation of global com-
relltlmm Lpressing
mports,  vin i an-

stralnts, mxcopt in envergen:
cles, 18 an inferior option to
enhancing damastie com
Iaiveness viaan active in
trial policy. Finally, while
dealing ~ with  “Foreign
Devils,” never sock to
cate them, They kraw lhnm
ves well, but not us
Thiredn les our advantage,

The writer is

Distingitshod Fellow,
Chiirtan Research
Fouurdation, and was smriior
with the LAS aind the

Warkd Bark
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THE EXPENDABLES

Custodial deaths are a
blot on the entire law and
order machinery. It is no
secret that third degree
torture is routinely used
to extract confessions out
of the accused in almost
every police station. Rec
ently there were appoint
ment letters given to suc
cessful candidates appe
aring for selection to the
police department. How
many have been trained
in using modern tech
niques to solve crimes?
The public also supports
extra-judicial killings be:
cause the court cases
drag for too long. But it is
always the most power
less who are the worst
sufferers. The real culprits
are treated with kid
gloves as they know how
to get around the system.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

NIRMALA NEXT CHIEF?

THE BJP is uminrmulm[;\ a rrmJur
organisational - reflg

appointment of party chiof ﬂnr Incnl
units in sic states anc UTs, the party
i now shifting focus on appointing
it nathonal president. BIF leader
Mirmala Sitharaman has been hold:
ing the finance minister's position
sines H1B, after the BIP was elected
for a second term. I8 being sean
w8 ong of the frontrunners for the
BJP president’s post. baing one of the
more influential women in the party.
Her roots in Tamil Nadu can alse be
an mdvantage o the BJP, given the
party's push down south,

Bankar Paul
Chaledalia, West Bengal

OTP PLEASE!

INDIA'S DIGITAL GROWTH has ereat-
e a new kind of worlkdores n the form
af “gly work" that operates differently
firoim lmdllhﬂnljﬂlﬂ bt Ellnvl o major
role in the growth of the country's
ecanomy, However, since gl workers
are ned officlally recognised under
m::lntlrgilahnur Laws, ﬂ::dv continue in
fino L nfpmbectkmn amployment
security. It creatos o class of workers
wha  bear Ihe wwﬂmlhl]mm aof

vights A mord  thoughthy lagai
Bsgnn:l\ Is mooded by India that

thir ey of the gii and plat-
form workers,

Slvakumar
Chennal

Farrukh
Dhondy

Cahbages
& Kings

Targeting Israel
at Glastonbury,
Kumbh of Music,
raises a storm

“Oh Bachehoo! What made you a volos in the

Why did yois costantly resart fo digress
From haenas ol thee af |
Bocatise | s determuined jmurm

Al

was o fo son the poverty arownd and use my

Intaiton

mmwmummrmwmmm

—Pmnmmmhll\gm by

vty year — nat twelve! — theve is a sort of
Kumhh Md.a m Hrltain, It has no veligious
?ﬂd mlnlr
al I nligﬂm wmh. wllh
and hodanstic overtones, it can

renclor, ls tho nmual music fostival g
Gluhunmln Somerset whar 20,000 fans gather

i gl
Tor five days to out and listen o, fallow,
and “vd:l); an m;hd pmfm%m on .’:'ﬁ"ri'

dred di hﬁ

Olny n nuq the Kumibh Mela, but then just
i B

The BBC records and transmits the

el this year ran into censae from Prime Mindster
Bedr Starmer, from MIPs ncrass the bowrd and from

v no

thee regular BEC-basher commntariat, Was the con-
e justifiod?

Amoa
In fior this Kind of vilification. The first s o now nobo-
i | nw? i dbr tha Irish
Republican Army’ s methed of punishing infornaants
runegades by shooting them in their kneecaps
with mlmw platols, This punlshmeit woukd
shatter the knee caps and, of course, render Iha \rlr
Hmupmlalylm @ or, Inm Knowi
amputations of the log mtvmke— bt Iu vm
me pm:tlna the [RA
ht thiy clalmed w o war for lha I m ul'

Nnﬂ)m Ireland from the IJIt th Protestant
militant ceganisations — and. ot
nlu I‘hlch AT TOW euphamhlka]h‘ labedled “The

Kman tok the stuge st Glastonbury, ha\dng

the eriticlsm they harvested ns o result, has bed
them denying that they meant any harm to
e,

n&ay y distngeauously innocont: “he?*? Bl bad
walf? Blow m?' hn:;lm‘mamlwmmﬂln
al was misinterpres

Wﬂpm e, JI]mTln - i 1’ m'ﬂ
‘representntion ard deliberate distartion. . Snmm
}hemnwﬂnT§Iinamp — a roal disgrace to the
upine e

af the in Netanyahu me of lsrael — |
o
[y 0 08 It asslsl "

arms irdustry?

And g0 to the strietures on Bob Vylan, Thos aro
two Brit lods with Rastafarian d.rurl‘]ncl:l who
“mmmﬁhmm stage In hal'
= wairing fimay white cotton shi

t thelr

umnmwmlhwzﬁ‘apand lhnlhnjmnlham

1 their Gilas 3
they nre ngaln aceused of pre-Palestinlan

i Onwe af them was wearing a T-shirt with the name

§rcu it ot Fela s oy Al Foro ety
's i

rods scoaters into the RAF hase at mmnumn md
red paint over two military alrel

wal.utm Mhywhbmmdwma

st act” and Palostine Action

d umamanhnvardnhl nar'l‘!m‘m-ﬂamd
mm:hdhkehﬂi uhh:m The

wal dallp\unﬂ as 'l
Ploase mm.gsnua roader, that tﬁe larnel Defesice

which, accord ective and
i M clrlllm

iry and amld ulln'al:km by rnl]al:tl
e apc

I'D\'.d
bl and Pahutlnhm

ha
Kmn;e: Imnﬂlm:t |hhmm|| have bed o Sir
&Bl'r'snmwwmq they uhuul:l ot bo o not have

ot a Gl

ufmlrenu mnm this cordemnatory hhel.
t am two military aircraft — symbolic of

inem tary ald the UK. ta the genocidal actions

chants of “Death
and yos, there wer PanHnIm 1l
waved in the mldntnﬂha ndnrm nppmrlng‘c'. o
i that
s nmhnnnhm' vril] mn :T‘?ﬁ'“ i any way

finel means to defeat the F.
| think it goes wi saylng that Bob Vylan (ls
an intended dnuhla'&l:ld on Dylan and Villain®)
dnnm at Glagtombury

musult i dndarbu nﬂaraal'urm

B\rmn.lam organ sations and the UK govern.
et b reactid to thelr attack an the IDF 8 “antl-
Semitlsm", |haN etanyahi m
comacr runks are Jewlsh, but attacking
ﬂ!nlrgmudrh] ncthors 18 In no way an attack on the
fulth ar race of the Jows. Its mtl«snnndﬂa
not_antkSemitism, and who better than Jew
rualise that?

The distinctian is crucial and o livyer lioe Sir Kelr

Starmer knows it ... but... bey, arms deals.... trade
dpals. ..!
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Absurd fare

Strange move to tinker with cab aggregator pricing

he advent of ride taxis over the last decade

has led, globally, to a lot of debate and

discussion on how fares and charges should
be regulated. On one side are the consumers and on
the other the operators, Both sides have valid and
invalid arguments but most countries refrain from
regulating the fares while regulating other non-price
aspects like safety.

But the Indian bureaucracy is nothing if

o~ not ambitious, So the Ministry of Road
=5 @ Transport and Highways has come out with
% highly detailed and, therefore, largely

unimplementable guidelines on how taxi

aggregators like Uber and Ola should be
regulated. For consumers, an important
companent of this is something called
‘surge’ pricing wherein the aggregator is
allowed o hike fares when the demand for
taxis outstrips their supply. Until now the
mark-upwas 1.5 times the base fare. Now it
is recommended that it can be two times. In
short the government has now legalised
price gouging. No logic for this generosity
has been provided. One must therefore ask:
why stop at two times, why not
two-and-a-half or more? Or why could this
surge pricing not be reduced?

The answer is straightforward: it's not
the multiple that's applied but the base fare
that's important. No one knows what it is
orshould be: cost plus and inflaton
indexed or simply x times the bus or metro
fare, In theory fares are a smooth
continuum caleulated by an algorithm that
takes into account demand and supply, But
that algorithm is a well guarded secrer,
which suggests a large element of
arbitrariness in setting the initial
conditions or, inthis case, the base fare.
The guidelines are silent on this aspect. Be
that as it may, in India the subject lies in the
jurisdiction of States and municipalities. So
what these price guidelines will achieve,
other than a sharp increase in peak hour
prices, remalns to be seen,

Intransport pricing, regulators often
either forget or ignore or are not aware of
the most important element, namely, the
nature of the transport supply
arrangements and the nature of the
contract between the buvers and sellers of
transport services, Where the former are
concerned the key element is whether the
supply is part of a nerwork like buses or
airlines or is it a randomised point to point
one like a tax service, In a nutshell, the
former follows a revenue maximisation
objective witha high degree of cross
subsidisation between routes, while the
latter follows a pure profit maximisation
madel, This difference is crucialin
determining the nature of the contract.
While in both cases it 15 essentially bilateral
between the consumer and the supplier of
the service, in the latter case regulation is
well-nigh impossible because it boils down
o need and ability to pay as also the degree
oflocally available alternatives, that is,
competition, Finally, the old habit of the
bureaucracy of tinkering with markets ina
clumsy and meaningless way is once again
playing iself out, Urban transport policies
should look at holistic solutions.

OTHER VOICES,

[__CHINADAILY |

China and the EU seek to further deepen relations

Akhaugh China and the European Unkon have some differences on certain
issues, suich a the Ukraine erisis andl trade, the friendy and pragmatic
exchanges between ELU senior officials anel visiting Chinese Foreign Minister
Wiang Yl o Wednesday clearly indicate both sides are stil dedieated 1o
resclving their differences and deepening their cooperation thraugh dialague
and negotiation, The differences betweaen China and the EU have never
hindered their relationship freem develeging inte ane of the mest influentisl
ties in the warldge. Se their differences should not be a cause for

et today, It i their broad interests, great cooperation

potential and shared stance om maltilateralism and a rules-based workd onder
with the United Mations at its centre that have provided the foundation on
which they have always baen sble to stabilise their relastions. g, win

As trade

ch I.lnnn st

According Lo corventicnal wisdam, astrang national leader wil farce a wesk
ane, or ane with less popular support, to buckle in tough negetiations. By that
leigic, LS Presiclent Donald Trueny has the whip hand in trade talke with Prime
Minister Shigeru lshiba. Yet, Ishiba has held sut, resisting US p igna
quick deal,a pasition that is strengthened, iranically, by lshibas weakness The
prirne minister canmot siford b rmake conceisions as the Jul 20 Upper House
ekection appraaches. His spine is stiffened by the failure of the LIS o make
clear its dernands and the US president’s recond af ripging up deals that even

Why potential growth rate is 6.5%

GROWTH PATH. Taking an ICOR of 5.3, we can consider a potential real GDP growth rate close to 6.5 per cent as feasible

CRANGARAJAN
DK SRIVASTAVA

ndeciding India's potential
Investment rate along

with incremental capltal-ourput

ratio plays animportant role, An

Iimportant fearure of India's
Investment rate leisthe difference
between nominal and real investment
razes, Chart 1 shows thar between
nomingl and real investment rates, a
crossover happened in 201 1-12 Prior to
this year, the real investment rate was
lower than the nominal investment rate,
After this year, real investment rate
became not only higher than nominal
Irvestment rate but the gap berween the
rwi hasalso increased. [n 2024-25, this
difference accounts for 3.4 per cent
poings of GDP when we look at the
magnitudes on trend basks.

Thus, the falling saving rate in India
has been accompanied bry: (1) an
Increased level of net inflow of forelgn
capltal; (1) fall ln valuables, er. al;and
(1) alower deflator-based inflation of
Investment goods vis-g-wis GDP as a
whole,

The Table kighlights that on trend
basis, the rario of GFCF (gross fixed
caplml formarlon) deflazor o GDP
deflator, which was ar its peak 1.2in
2001-02, fell below 1 in 2012-13, This
ratioappears to have stabilised sta level
of ,91n recent years,

ESTIMATING ICOR
GFCF s related to growth rate through a
rechnologieal rrio which is referved 1o
as the increrental eapital cutpat ratio
(ICOR), This is defined as lnvestment
rate divided by percentage change in real
GDP. Since this s a rechnological
rela(lnluhlp, this should be measured in
Ical rerms. Itshould fall as
g:wlngy progresses and increase as

Against the background
of a long term potential
growth close to 6.5 per
cent, India must draw up
its plans to achieve other
objectives like employment
and social justice

Trend real and nominal investment rates in India 4G
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Year-wise incremental capital output ratio

o

N

order to formulate a view on India's
current ICOR, it may be useful to juse
take an average value of pre- and
post-Covid years, ignoring the values of
Covid year and the next year which
contains a s base effect. This ratlo
during 2018-19 o 2019-20and from
20022-23 v 2024-25 averaged 5.3,

POTENTIAL GROWTH RATE
Combining the ICOR of 5, 3with the
2024-25 actual real GFCF/GDE ratio of
33.7 per cent gives a porentlal growth of
6.4 per cent. considera
potential real GDP growth rate close to
6.5 per cent as feasible in India's current
context, Gol the siruation
will be comfortable if India's real GFCF
rate rises to about 35 per cent, A growth
rate of 6.5 per cent may look like lower
than the performance in recent years,
Bur India's growth over a much longer
period is notabove 6,5 per cent,

In estimaring potential growth, we
need volook at the performance in the
st over an extended perlod. India's

rowth rate from 2011-12 1o 2023-24 15
1 per cent, both on average basis and
omn the basis of CAGR.

However, this period containg the

mp(lnml year of 2020-21 affecred by

d. Some of the influences that may
al’fec[ the long-term potential growrh on
the positive side would include the
impact of changing techinology including
Aland Gen AL On the negative side,
there would be the impact of growing
share of capital consumption as the
capital stock becomes older and new
wchnnlnsleq «call for replacement of old

m] at a faster rate, These forces

ance themselves out leaving India’s
]nng term potential growth close to 6.5
per cent, In the world of today, thisisa

reasonably high growth rare,
I|\dl:';]:ﬂt§]|émmmalmm
unfavourshle external environment,
Againat the back, of sucha
-0 pmemlal [nd.la must draw up lts plans
" hi jectives like
= .
‘T T T T T T T i
e T e Parr 1 of thisartice, Potential growth
. staysat6,5%", appeared in

production processes become moge
capital intensive, However, a direct
measure of the ICOR Is not available,
Instead, it is esti ically using
data pertaining ro GFPCF. and GDI
growth rate. This ratio, however,
appears to be quire volarilea shownin

(‘ha.rlz 'J'hls!adn Is nnzapurely
I one, Ifch hrate s

these columng on Julby 4

]nwr fara[l\er reasons it will showupin
higher ICOR,

urther, the Covid year was a

|fi outlier and
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Don’t compromise on industrial safety

In some cases, regulations allow firms to self-certify safety and ban surprise inspections, thus compromising rigorous oversight

Sirish Kumar Gouda

mrernlghlf&]lerl,andmefmmﬁ
fery must be a fund

nrecent weeks, we have

deadlyd]smr: that hi

flagrant safery lapses, 1 %‘] ﬂ- India
Dreamlimer crashand the Chennal

metro rail girder coll highlighta
eritical i EJ 3?99 s' s'

business Imperative, Organisations
should , ture of
thiroiy

tragedyand fi
nnslyg[eml.crezlllelme
Owerthe last few years, the

povernment Thas pushed for several
suchas the Make in India

Industrial safery standards anda
diminishing “facvor of safery”. In just
the first half of 2025, India has wi

rm gramme and Production Linked
neentive (PLI) schemes, promotion

and development of ind, | corridors

aseries of fatal industrial accldents: a

10 ATCract investments in the

fireworks lon in
Gujarat, a fire accident ata cracker
factony i Andhea Pradesh, a bilase atan
ordnance factory In Nagpur,and a
chemieal factory explosion in Mumbal,
o name a few.

These are some of the prominent ones
in major manufacturing setups reported
in the press, while there will be many
more i the hintedands whichgo

Ing sector, While these
Intiarives conrribute to the IarFer
T

s BARETY
of paramount Importance, On the other
lund drlwnl-;lnnenaemmpemmn

SAFETY CULTURE. A must for keeping
risks in check wews s

evidence have clearly showeased thar

over protective n:eaaureg thus
operating with m-dﬂn safery
margins,

i ‘that cut corners on worker
safeguards may save money in the short
term but risk far higher costs from
disasrers, both human and financial.
Investing in worker health and safery lsa

recording i
under the ‘Soclal’ category, With
millions of dodlars of funds Aowing
based on impact investing models, poor
safery performance can lead to lower
ESG scores, thus leading to lasting
reputation damage. In Indla,

al health and

SEBI-driven Business sibili
and Qna(almhl]lrylt ng (BRSK

ds also mandate i d firms
1o disclose information related o

workplace incident data, further linking
safery to shareholder value, ESG ratings,
thus, offer an impactful, markee-driven
mechanlsm to drive saf

impeavernents, eapecially where direct
regularory monitoring and enforcement
are inconsistent,

Inanemerging econo erns and
market ml:;lglﬁﬁﬂ may ;:!iam limits
of organisations to achieve the best
performance at breakneck speeds and ar
a ]nwonm But the cost of growth should

rted. According o IndusrriALL, DILUTION IN WORKER SAFETY sreategic business decision. A srron, EM in people’s lives. The recent
whl.c represents workers ina wide Experts warn that cost-curting has safery culture not only keeps the risks in m{g!d A areagrim reminder that
e of sectors, over 400 workers lost reduced the traditional “factor of ssfery”  check Iulmel\hanunempm\u englneering margins and co
ﬂmrllwa Inworkplace accidents n in design and operations. In some productivity, moeale, and p formance. gnodwﬂlane not infinite, Onlya
2024 alone, Per the Directorare General instances, regulations also allow firmsto It dibiliy, art: -wide focus on
of Factory Advice Service and Labour self-certify safery and ban surprise and secures lnve stor confidence, with occupational health and safery,
Institutes (DGFASLI) reports, on P ffi VT il favourable ESG {Environmental, %nal well-integraved with ES G accountabiliry,
e, three people working in of doing business over rigorous G | Faring '] can prevent the next disaster and keep
s died berween 2012 oversight. Evidently, accldents that value, industry truly sustainable.
and 2022, Such recurring incldents nocurasareﬂulmrmgllfcnceoﬁafﬂy '{afeq'and &6 of workers |s part
highlight the serious repercussions rl.ll.es are becoming rou af the corporate ESG ratings, witha ‘The mriter ks Facuity - Operations Management and
when englneering margins erode and demi rch doral majority of the ESG frameworks Decision Sciences Are, IM Tiruchinpgalll
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One Big Slow Descent
To the Foggy Bottom

Trump's costly bill is sure to strain the world
Denald Tramp's One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) —
which he signed into lnw, unsurprisingly as part of the

Mamdani’s win challenges CEO-style governance, urging empathy over metrics in leadership

Nation = Corporation, Folks
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incloding large

inées orperations — who ke
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Brands & Companies

Bike Makers may
Appeal to Govt

Brake On Emissions Dabur, Godrejand
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== © Shoots of Revival

per lometre This means that some models Good monsoon, policy incentives signal some

relief in Q1 after 5 quarters of slowing demand
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China bug for iPhones

Foxconn's move to recall Chinese worlkers is yet
another reminder of the skill famine in India

PPLE'S LARGEST DHONE assembler Foxconn's move torecall
hundredsof Chi jans fromitsiPhone
factories inIndia s unfortunate, The Foxconn move s the latest
exampleof how China is determined to curb technology trans-
fersand exports of equipment to Indiaand other South- east Asian nations
as it seeks to protect its manufacturing base and prevent other countries
from growing theirs, Whether this is a breach of contractual agreements
willbe sorted out later, but in the meanwhile, the setback IzuApple which has
been scaling upexports ofp from India,and
production of the iFhone? 7,is undeniable. Both the quality ufpmductlun
and the efficiency of the a.-.hemHy lines would be impacted. Nearly all the
iPhones exported by Foxconn from India went to the US between March
and May, customs data showed, far above the 2024 average of 50%.

The episode, once again, exposes India’s big weakness in its inability to
create a large pool of adeguately trained manpower that can be employed
in the country's high-tech manufacturing units, The problem is not a new
one. Corporate India has been hlgh]lghtmg this concern fur ulhuume time
saying that while there may b hworkers, empl yr
issue, Mercer-Mettl's second report on India’s Graduate Skill Index shows
employability fell from 44.3% in 2023 to 42, EMh in 2024, The latest India
Skills Report found that about 64% of engi | il
ablewhilea TeamLease showed that only 45% ofthel.5 mlllmﬂenginm
that graduate every year can dowhat industry requires, Indeed, the lack of
adequately skilled manpower is becoming a serious impediment to grow-
ing the manufacturing sector and taking its share of the economy to 25%
from 17% currently, one of the stated aims of this government.

It's evident now that not enough attention is being paid to this pml:-

and technic

HE EFFECTIVEMESS OF
manetary policy in India's
pre-inflation targeting reg-
ime was constrained by
India-specific factors that
affected transmission of policy impulses
‘through the interest rate channel. Some
ofthemapufacmrswmsustamedflscal

has been a p
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© FLEXIBLE INFLATION TARGETING
[T15 IMPORTANT THAT ANY CHANGE ENSURES CONTINUITY AND ANY REVISION IS EASY TO COMMUNICATE

Easy regime to communicate

SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH

Memiber, 1th Finance Commission, and group chisf
economic advisor, State Bank of India

dominan B ip

bank behavior in prlclng loan products,
Assiduous efforts of the nment, the
Reserve Bank of India (REI), and 'banks

The REl adopted the flexible inflation
targeting (FIT) agreement in February
2015 and amended the RBLAct in May
1016—withthe inflation target set by the
gove t ith th
‘tral bank, and a possibility of revisiting it
after five years. Accordingly, the govern-
ment announced an inflation target of
A% with an upper tolerance limit of 6%
and alower limit of 2%, This band has so
farnot been cha

Areport card of the FIT performance
during the 10 years of its existence is
tolook at the future, Inflation

lem even though SLUdlEh bry the National Skill Development Ct
reveala hug dga i the demand for skilled
workers is around 103 million whElEas the supply is just about 74 mil-
lion. According to a report by consulting firm Knight Frank, over 80% of
the workforce in the construction sector, which is the country's second
largest employment generating sector, is unskilled. While India has been
importing workers from China for high-end jobs, companies are unable
to recruit workers even for basic jobs,

‘While attempts at increasing the pool of skilled workers have been
made, they are clearly not ambitious enough to addmﬁs LhE imbalance,
Only 5% of India's ¢ has received formal skill t against
80% and 96% in countries like Japan and South Korea, Unless this is
addressed soon, India's ambitions of becoming an important link in the
global supply chain will remain on paper. In this context, the first round of
the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) has met with
lukewarm response. One is not sure how corporate India will respond to
the fresh proposal fora 30% increase in the stipends for both NAPS and
the National Apprenticeship Training Scheme. It's time for the corporate
sector toinvest inskill development. In return the ment must ease
labour laws to ensure that wages don't spiral out of control and that com-
panies can hire and fire at will. Else, India Inc will only resort to greater
automation and we will see more “lights out” manufacturing units,

ChatGPT's mental health
costs are adding up

SOMETHING TROUBLING IS happening toourl ificial intelli Al)
platforms become more popular. Studies are showing that professional workers
who use ChatGPT to carry out tasks mlght lose critical thinking skills and maoti-
wvation, ]"bo|:. forming strong I bonds with chathots, and others are
having ic episodes after talking fior e:«:hday The men-
tal health impact afgeneratlve Alisdifficult toquantify in part because it is used
=0 privately, but anecdotal evidence is grnw‘mg to suggest a'brnader cost that
deserves rtion from both nd tech
Meetali |ain, a lawyer and founder of the Tech [ustice Law project, has heard
from more than a dozen people in the past month who have “experienced some
sort of psychotic break or lonal episode b with Chat-
GPT and ncm also with Google Gemini” [ain is lead counsel in a lawsuit against
L‘haracter_Al that alleges its chatbot manlpu]aud a 14-year-old boy through
ddictive, and se ributing to
his sulcide. The suit, which seeks unspeclfl.ed damages,also alleges that Alphabet
Inc /s Google playnd akeyrole in funding and supporting the technology interac-

‘as declined since the adopl:lnn uflnfla

INFLATION CURVE

Headline CPI vs Core inflation (y-0-y3%)
9 — Core CF inflaticon
* Lower bound (4-2)

Jan 2014

e Headline CPI inflation

* Upper bound (4+2)

current regime, the reasoning being that
the statistical evidence of the FIT having
deliverad is difficult to refute.
Omeshould alsorecognise that target-
ing core inflation instead of overall CPlis
Inconsistent with the structure of Indian
economy and may accentuate the cross-
subsidisation between households and
sactors that form the part of core (Pl Core
CPl also may not offer an appropriate
nominal guidance given the complexities,
For example, core CFl contains i tems like
service sectors that face supply bottle-
necks (healthcare, education etc.), as well
asitemslike clothingand footwearwhich
have unique characteristics or are non-
discretionaryand non-leveraged  and may
not nzptmdto nmtarypu‘llcyslgnals

Alsg, that

May 2025

remains sticky but core inflation has
maved down and henee it Is better to tar-
get headline inflation excluding fmcl’ls
Inflation
REI has anchored lnflal]unarye):pem-
thons, and thus the spillover from higher
food to core. The more the REl communi-
cates that 4% ks the inflation target, the

targeting will be.
Thus, i

thon targeting,

years, But what is |mpenam is that bath

«core consumer price index (CP1) and CP

inflation have stayed within the band of

2-6% of with a few exceptions. The FIT

pexfum\ance in the first five yeamsy which
d-1

icy on the econarny. Thy

fn 2021-2024.

! iewofcomm-
unication, CF is far more effective than
coreCPL, Hawsluuldnmetarypnllcyleg

pe
ences in Australia and elsewhere have
shown that inflation is difficult to fine-

tune withina narmow band. The inflation

t -
ilar conclusions that long-term inflation
expectations became less sensitive to

targetisalso, -loaki

targe(duemasupplymnckandalsatm
«reation of liquidity. However, both core
and CPl inflation stabilised close to the
upperband till July 2023 afterwhich there
‘was arapid correction.

inth ints,the

This approach allows a role fi

inflation in the post-2016
of

policy in dampening the fluctuations in
outputover the course of the  When
aggregate demand in the economy is
weak, fnrmmple,mflatl.omry pressures

Thus,if’
FIThas been effective in anchanng the
expectationsand

emallmmulaungmeecnnumyfmmaw1-
1 i Most

importantly, flexibility in inflation target
ing as practised by the REIl — where the
«central bank looks through the inflation
print even if it stays outside the band —
hasworked quite well in India,

This formulation allows for the | In-

period, which implies

that fiood-

pand tosuf kdepends on anum-
'bemffaﬂms.ﬁvenpnnulmnnetarypnll
cy response to a single supply shock
dependson the natureand duration of the
shock and the strength r.|E second-round

the FITregime Studies also i

price inflation can de-anchor expecta-

tionsand spill overinto core inflation,
Now, what should be the future of FIT

effects, but multiple supply shocks com-
phc:nethemaner.

Hence, from the communication
standpalnt,Fl’l‘l\asﬂleuedmemqulmd

are]l afmrzﬂz 62 Views range from continua- i thatanychange
d,whichwill giveashs direct official InFIT herei: ity ‘any
lerm stimulus ctivity. Fol- inth I revision is easy to communicate, Reduc-

lowing this method of inflation-targeting
since the early 1990s has resulted in an

that
“India’s inflation targeting framework
should consider targeting core inflation,

tion in width of the band has to keep in

mind thei ibls I f the

tralia. Average inflation in India since
inflation targeting was introduced is
4.9, while food inflation is also remark-
ably at 4.9%. Compared to advanced
economies like the US, Germany, and
France, India had one of the lawest devia-

inflation targetin the trien-

the REI ks in favour of retaining the cur-
rent inflation target,

Besides these, other possibilities also
exdists. Should the mid-point inflation rate

1 on upee.

The current target of 4% with avaria-
tionof +/- 24 is appropriateand may con-
tinuetill 2031 Forthe REL having gained
credibility with the shift to FIT, drastic

be narrowed further? Probably the best
epurse of action is to continue with the

revisio ductiveatastage
whmpollcyunmmlntylsmehlgim
Views are personal

Limits of professional privilege

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAN

Founder and MD, InGavern Research Services

The integrity of our institutions depends on
ensuring that professional privilege does not
morph into investigative immunity

THE ENFORCEMENT DIHECTDRA‘I‘E'S

sacrosanct barrier. The ED's move was

munications made in furtherance of

(ED) recent summ t
Arvind Datar and Pratap Venugopal trig-

fessional independence, But such ares-

gered swift outrage from India’s legal fi

ternity, leading to the agency quickly
retracting its action. Yet, beneath the sur-

tion: Should lawryers be immune from

F " e ‘priviege
with blanket immunity — raising twu

unlawful y fmud. Where thme

EacIJltated wmmg\:lmng, privilege cannot
d.Gloh ptions

lege must not obstruct inguiries into
potential misconduct,

ED's retreat raises concerns
The agency's pmmpt withdrawal of

bling implications for
ruleoflaw Attheheartofa) Pustsym.'m lles

atmlﬂn‘rin\pm;ry.

1 protests by the
legall elite risks se'ndlngme wrong signal
—that professional prominence canover-

thepﬂnclplemat nnpmimslon however
thonswith its foundation models and technical Infrastructure, i yond thereach  Lawyers often wear ma“}' hats ride investigative due process. Such a
‘Google hasd itplayedak lei king Character. gy It represent clients? aﬂawiulscrulmy.ﬂnchsel justa T d ininsti d
didn'trespond ) th I In November 2023, InGovern Res-  examination, there are legal advisor —hewasalso  impliesth I s prafies
episodes, made by ain.O) i i earch put out a report highlighting that compelling legal and prac fudici; an ind: dent director of b d i
! b mer! hat lhes}ﬁt nfem;lfv;ne stg)cllxown.esrgmp tI.caIP;u'L'lsndegsam su;;nrt m.J"d.lmaw._ha‘ Care Health | In Tobe clear, this is for
D\alﬂl”]‘canmpnndappmwlatel ButSamAJl:man L‘Eﬂof%m\l alsnsaJd Iast Elans[Eml)s}hy Health igative authorities | rol unmstmned intrusian into confidential
weekthat dﬁplteexphdtmhﬂlun summoning lawyers in stressed that have Lawyersarerightlyentit-
ufar., hm@k' F that ChatGPT has by the Insurance latory and Devel- pprof ilege must not managerial mfr.lrmatl.on ledlnpwtect pﬂvlleged mmmumcal:lnns
d people in the past, people would write to the com- opment Authority of India ([RDAT) —was Section 50 of PMLA obﬂruct mqun.s that iis not  privi But d mat-
panyto complain. not only against the law, but also agamst grants broad powers: This lege. ]nsessem:lallndlstl.n ters — clarlfylng rnles,pmnedures, and
Still such h interests of thel provision expli "“D guishb factual timelines — does not violate that
u]atlancan'besadlfﬂmltmsput L‘I\aﬂl"]‘lnparllmlamﬂm ent mmpany,Re‘hgaIe.CruerSO%nEthe rises the ED to duct d F hy chengagy
flatters its users, i that Esops, valued at over 400 crore, were “any person”who mayhave  ee———— Failing to do soallows cm ment enhances transparency and stren-
lead penple dmnm rabhuthnlegofcnnsplmmﬂa] thinking or issued to one m.dl\rldua] — Saluja, the knowledge of factsrelevant clal facts w be gitimacy of legal instituti
i ‘donlytoyed with inthe past. In hal and di ufﬁeh toa case. It does not carve out I behindap Ultimately, the legal profession has a
PARMY length h ChatGPTabout | parewhowasalsoa i forlegal professional: sintent duty not just to clients, but also to the
OLSON mptufse]iauserfuund thmml\leslnltlal]ypumdasasnun torof Care Health | Thisk 1 llow unfettered access to the m‘!'emls“pl”m cause of justice itself. The integrity of our
persan, L demlu:ge d of Esops against the law is th f the truth, reg P o, wihil I ACCeSS institutions depends on ensuring that
#laomberg ab;-ms P for the creation of the uni The ED: ingwithin the limits of law. Indian courts have repeatedly professional privilege does not morph
toa transcript that was posted online and shared by Al sa under Section 50 of the Prevention of affirmed that attorney-client privilege is i ity
advocate Eliezer Yudkowsky. w = o M}' Mrmey Laundering Act to the two senior Attorney-client privilege asafeg - ) y od, lawful, and II -
issophi d i feg king can put peoplein th kinds of bub- due totheiradvisoryrolesin - is not absolute :md nzsulatury'bodlsha\vehempermlt- should beth i
bles that, rondcally, dri tech billionair d our. Cme-on- decisions under investigation, The Bhartiya Sakshya Ac lawyers, tigative queries, This is the unlywzytn
one conversations with chatbots can feel more intimate and | The legal ity ol fiercely, 2023 — India'srevamped evidence Law — respect the| limits of privilege. The judi- safeguard both the sanctity of privilege
vincing — reot vh d the most p 1 bros. invoking attorney-client privilege asa clearly excludes from privilege any com- clary has d that privi- and the imp
Altman has admltted that the latest version of ChatGPT has an “annoying"
sycophantic streak, and that the company is fixing the problem. Even so, these
echoes of psychological exploitation are still playing out. Wedon't know if the cor-
relation brtfmenbgatﬁﬂwuu and lower. crltl?lc?;maning skills, noted ina recent THE EDITOR
Massachusetts Institute of Technology study, means that Al really will make us ; ) . .
more stupid and bored, Studies seem to show clearer correlations with depen- Sa(_‘[al medla Per]ls social media influencers. Financial Tarlff D-Day additional duties on steel and

dencyand even loneliness, something even OpenAl has pointed to.

‘The private and p ure of Al kes its mental health impact
difficult to track, but the evidence of potential harms is mounting, from profes-
sional apathy to attachments to new forms of delusion. The cost might be differ-
ent from the rise of anxiety and polarisation that we've seen from soclal media
and instead involve relationships both with people and with reality. That's why

Jain suggests applying T fa lawtoAl regulation,shifting the focus
imple disclai P protections that build on the way Chat-
GPT redirects people in di loved
If relati ith Al fizel s real, the responsibili quard those bond
should be real tmlhm\] develof I ingina reg y Without
oversight, A's subt] pulati 1dh invisiblep i

Apropos of “The underbelly of social
media" (FE, July 4}, Indians have
taken to social media as a duck takes
to water, as seen in the volume of
traffic on these platforms, However,
with little or no contral, the social
media has became a vehicle for
spreading misinformation as well as
disinformation and fake news, it has
alsa given rise to a new avenue far
dvertisers under the euph

frawds have been facilitated by these
platforms, Thanks to technological
advancements, it has become easy
to distort truth in a manner that is
designed to impress poor and
gullinle investors and dupe them.
Instead of becoming a tool for free
and frank exchange of views, social
media has become a motherlode
of information for sharks in search
of their next prey.

—Anthony Henrigues, Maharashtra

As the D-day approaches for US tariffs
to be effective, tension mounts at all
apex levels in diplomatic, trade, and
commerce circles about the final
outcome of the ongaing trade talks
with the LS, India is firm an keeping
sensitive sectors such as agriculture
and dairy outside the purview of the
tariff regime, and the US exerts
pressure on ather sectors, While
seeking exemption an the 50%

aluminium and 25% on auto, auto
parts, and pharmaceutical products,
India hopes to seek assurances from
the LIS on any future tariffs to be levied
inlieu of the concessions offered. The
outcome of the trade talks between
India and the LIS is awaited by many
key nations. An impact on domestic
trade cannct be ruled out either.

R\ Baskaran, Pune

Wirite to us at felettersihexpressindia.com
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Delhi’s fuel ban for old vehicles: What does the law say?

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JULY 4

TWODAYS after fuel pumps in Delhi beganne-
fusing petrol and diesel tovehicles older than
their mandated lives, the state Environment
Ministerurged the air quality watchdog for the:
Mational Capital Region ( MCR) bo panse the im-
plementation of the policy, citing "operational
and infrastructural challenges™,

The directive fram the Cc for

Delhi has installed Automatic Number
PFlate Recognition [ANPR) cameras at 498 fuel
stations — 382 petroldiesel and 116 CNG fill-
ing stations — and three inter-state bus rermi-
nuses [BBBTs) to scan vehicle number plates
and check them agamn the VAHAN database,

mature and potentially counterproductive”.

There were problems with the ANPR-
based enforcement system, including “tech-
nological glitches, camera placement, sen-
sors not working, [and| speakers not
Funmonmg. rsasa.n:l Also, "the system is

India's inreal time.
Anaudio alert plays when the scan detects
an ELY at the fuel pump, The overage ve hicle
is denbed fuel, and may be impounded and
sent forscrapping unbess valid exemptions or

, EOL(end-of-life) vehicles

Uttar Pradesh for 12,4 lakh, and these in
Rajasthan for 6.1 lakh,

‘What is the problem with older vehicles,
them d

like denying fuel, These measures will help
improve air quality,” Dr Virender Sharma,
Member-Technical at CAQM, has said,

Authorities argue that pre-BS-V1{ Bharat
Stape V1) vehicles are disproportionately re-
ible for vehioular emissions. BS-IV ve-

.1..nH<I?Ps(the

new high-security registration plates).”
The lack of integration with the vehicle
data of NCR states may encourage “vehicle

Adr Quality Management [ CAQM 1, intended
to force end-of-life vehicles [ ELV's), a major
source of vehicular pallution, off the mads,
is grounded in long-standing court orders
and strong environmental concerns,

‘What is Delhi's fuel ban' for old vehicles?

As of July 1, diesel vehicles older than 1
yearsand petrol vehicles ulder than 15 years
‘cannot legally get fuel in Delhi's fuel

Teams comprising p | from the

elhi s Transpart D
Dethi Traffic Palice, and civic bodies have been
put tegether o enforce the CAQM directive,
However, enforcement has been slack.
On July 1, B0 vehicles were seized, but this
number fiell to seven on July 2, No vehicles
were impounded on Thursday and Friday.

Whatisthe the Delhi

I April, the CAQM directed a phased de-
nial offuul o ELVs at fisel stations inthe NCR
— in Delhi from July 1, in high-density NCR
districts from November 1, and in the rest of
the NCR from Agril 1, 2026,

t's lack of enthusiasm?

In a lerter written to the CAQM on
Thursday, Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said “immediate im-
plementation” of the dinective “may be pre-

THis WorRD MEANS
HAM RADIO

Alicensed radio service used for personal, recreational,
and emergency communication, including in space

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURL, JULY 4

INDIAN ASTROMALIT Shubihanshu Shukla,
currently aboard the International Space
Starion{|55), interacted with students us-
ingahamradioon Friday . The event was
organised by U R Rao Satellite Centre
(URSC), which is the Indian Space
Research Organdsation®s(15R0's ) centrein
Bangalore for the design, development,
and construction of Inclian satellites,

What is a ham radio?

Ham rackin, also known as amateur ra-
din, is a licensed radio service that relies
on radio waves for personal, recreational,
and emergency communication, Usinga
dedicated frequency, a transceiver and an
antenna, the service can be set up be-
tween two licensed ham radios by
trained ham operators.

The communication can be hyper-lo-
cal, global, and in space. In India, amy
divicual above the age of 12 is permitted
to operate a ham radio. The Ministry of
Electronics and ion Technology

Amateur radi

logical ince

hicles, forinstance, emit 4.5 to 5.5 times more
particulate matter than BS-V] vehicles. BS-V1
emission norms were mandated from April

1 1,2020 cawvard,
icts...thenely Transport emissions
the ban”, account for 28% of PM2.5,
rsa said, These ‘mchnn: ENVIRDN MENT 41% of sulphul: dioxide
1 (S02),and TEX o

wene beading to*pubdic dis-
content and ouwtcry®, the Minister said,

How many vehicles are affected by the

watchdog's directive?
According to the VAHAN database, there

oxide [NOx ) emissions in

the NCR, according to official estimates,

According to the CAQM, the transport sec-

tor's contribution to air pollution in Delhi
“needs noemphasis”.

Although legal mandates have existed

since 2015, officials say enforcement was de-

e absence of necessary tech-

are nna!IySZ lakh ELVs in Dellhi — 41 lakh
3 heel IE Lakh fi cand  layed d
the rest o il amn:.mdl:nm- bogi ture,

mercial vehicles. The NCR districts in
Haryana account for 27.5 lakh ELVs, those in

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI.JULY 4

INDIAN ASTRONALIT Shubhanshu Shukla has

mmlf

eiforr

1957, Wikimedba Commuons

with its first crew members, Known as
the Amateur Radio on the International
Space Station (ARISS), the space station's
harm radic is used by astronauts o not
only make calls corkd but alse

Pruclay.gnuldamd)m had shared the food hc
o (155)
—gmrm P, miarg dal ko habva anc aam-
nu - wim nﬂmrasmmauummd.

1§ mqulmsplanmr\gand organisation, But this
does not mean that astronawts eat frugally or

to interact with students,

“It|theinteraction | provides the oppar-
tunity foreducators and ham operators to

Fromm being bland or unappe tising.
In fact, on the 155, the permanent space
laboratory where Shulda is currently stay-

encourage and i
STEM topics culminating in a real-time
cnnmrsatmn with astronauts living and

issues licences for ham radio,
The term “ham™ was initially used as
a pejorative by landline telegraphers in
the early 20th Century todescribe anop-
erator “whao lacks ability” or who had
poor or “ham-fisted” skills. With the ad-
vent of radio, professional radio opera-
tors began to use the term to describe
amateur raclio operators who would jam
operations in an area.
g

1the space station,” NASAastro-
naut Kjell Lindgren had said in 2023,
Typically, there is a nine-minute win-
dow tomake contact with the 55 while it
revolves around the planet.

Why use ham radio?

Even though technobogy to establish
communications has advanced, the ra-
di service rermains one of the most reli-
able and stable modes of communication.

radiocom-
munity began to call itself ham, with the
term losing its pejorative connotations by
the mid-20th Century.

How is ham radio used in space?
Creww members on MASA's space shut-
tle Columbia first used an amateur radio
o communicate with Earth in 1983,
In October 2000, amateur radio

was launc 1SS along

It has oft to the resoue when
traditional communication lines have
broken down, either due ma- -made

like wars) or
such as earthguakes, cyclones, and floods.

In India, ham radio was used for
making emergency communications
during the Bhuj earthquake (2001 ), the
Inadian Ox 1 [2004),

ing, dien enjoy
It s just that they eat padugcd foad, which
is stored and prepared a litthe differently,

How astronauts eat in space

Due teyzero-gravity conditions, food items,
like everything else in space, tend to float
arpund, This necessitates a level of organisa-
tion not required on Earth,

The spacecraft's safety could be compro-
mised if small crumbs or loose pieces get
stuck in some of its critical parts, These can
also enter the mouths or nostrils of astro-
nauts, leading to choking or creating breath-
ing problems. As a result, food items are care-
Fully chosen and properly packaged.

The act of eating itself, that is, food trav-
elling inside the body's digestive tract, is not
a problem, While gravity might help this
process on Earth, it is not a necessity. Put
simply, only managemient of foad is an is-
suein space.

of Uttarakhand ( 2013, and other such
calamiti
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How Ramleela is an enduring representation of

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI.JULY 4

1834, ]hnlndmanmunxnmsmmw
British colonies d s X

including in Trinidad whose economy re-
vohved around s sugar plantatiors,

“OUR BONDS go well beyond
and generations,” Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday at a community
event in Trinidad, calling Lord Ram “the di-
wvine link beyond oceans”.
Trinidad and Tobago, a
tiny island country in the
Caribbean, has a population of
around 13 lakh, Almost half of
this population traces its roots to India.
Theusands of Indians came o the islands
asbonded labourinthe 1!|th and early 20th

EXPLAINED

CULTURE

While seen by the British public and
]amah:rs as mare humane than slavery,

In 1838, th oftheemancipa-
tion legislation in Trinidad was followed by
the large-scale emigration of freed slaves
from the sugar estabes. To keep their business
running, plantation owners
turned o indentured labour
from India. The first boatload
of indentured Indians came o
Triniclad on May 30, 1845,

labour-

centuries, ar Loed Ram,
minst notably, the tradition of Rambeela, the
t‘pl!ﬂdl{ dramaus.mon of Tulsidas's

ers,'Agents' i ct-
ing Indians — esp-cclally tlwsn dnw:n to

'y by o

Po»
ation | of riches and

consume packaged and
processed food items, which are usually in
dehydrared form. They inject hot water
through a needle into the packages before
eating the dishes, Shukla's gmiar ko fbeo and
moang dal ka hatwa — prepared and packed
by the Indian Space Research Organisation
{I5RD) and the Defence Research and
Development Organization (DROO) —would
also have beenin this form,

Beveragessuch astea, :nl!m or juices, and

odde

“The liquidation of s.uch{muagujvnhi-
clescanonly be dome by adopting strict steps

mandate for the
CAQAT's fuel ban?

In 2015, the National Green Tribunal
[NGT) directed: “All diesel vehiches (heavy or
hght] which are more than 10 years old will

"

edc f Delhi

tificate for any motor vehicle other than a
transport vehicle "shall....be valid only for a
period of fifteen years from the date of issue
and shall be renewable”.

The Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1998,
say after the “period of validity entered in the
certificate of registration”™ expires, the vehicle

deermed idly regi d”,

¥

.f\Isn. *Petrol vehicles which are mare
than 15 years old and diesel vehicles that are
maore than 10 years obd shall not be registered
i the NCR, Delhi," the NCT said.

The NGT's directive was upheld and re-
inforced by the Supreme Court in 2018, [t
said that vehicles violating the order shoubd
be impounded.

Last year, Delhi framed guidelines under
the Motor Vehicles Act and the Registered
Vehicle Scrapping Facilities | RVSF) Rulles. Most
recenthy, the Environment Protection (End-of-
Life Vehicles) Rules, 2025, effective April 1,
macle scrapping mandatory within 180 days
of the expiry of the vehicle's registration.

Mpe caps are not a new idea. Th.a Motor

Dethi's bad air problem?

Mo single strategy is sufficient, experts
have said. The solution lies in coordinated
panning and action on multipbe fronts, in-
volving a wide range of stakeholders,

On Thursday, the prominent environ-
ment policy think tank Centre for Science
and Environment {CSE) said placing an age
cap is "not a scalable strate gy for the entire
country”. [t pointed out that “grossly pollut-
ing viehicles can also fall under different or
newer age brackets due toinherent technical
problems and lack of maintenance”,

C5E has pushed for the *improvement of
fuel and emission standards”, a “stringent
Pollution-under-Contral regime”, and a

Vehicles Act, 1988, says the cer-

FCIWINT] SCIENCE |

How astronauts feast on ISS

While having a meal in space is not a piece of cake, astronauts enjoy fairly appetising and nutritious
packaged food. With missions becoming longer, scientists are now trying to grow food in space itself

(Left to right) Astronauts Tibor Kapu, Shubhanshu Shukla and Peggy Whitson
enjoying a meal aboard the IS5, Iesagramy®ustio_peggy

DEALING WITH BODY WASTEIN SPACE

Whil 5Sis Iy & To def: P sline
Basy, il defecating is not. i i lich too are

The lack of gravity b ipped with These
hurdle here. systems begin working the moment

B In space, astronauts urinate into a

specially-designed hose with a suction
system. This hose, lull!d both fisr male

the toilet seat is lifted — this helps
eliminate odour, Astronauts need to
strap Ihemuhu firmly to the toilet

and female

sear d drift away

“massive of publictransport”,

inspace, For instance,

Icium, and less sodi dvi

tamin Dm lmnpllmn bomnes healthy.
Such

mlatwﬂy new, Early space travellers ha:l tn
make do mosthy with food paste, packaged in
toothpaste-like tubes or bite-sized cubes,
When confined ioa spacecraft, like during the
Journey to the 1SS, these forms of food are still
useful due to space and storage constraints.

Why grow food in space

Despite technical advancementsin pack-
aging, storing, and preparing food items, sci-
entists ane now actively working on ideas for
growing food in space, This is because, in re-
cent years, astronauts have begun spending
a bot more time in space,

Forexample, those going to the 155 typi-
cally spend a few months at a time, Due to
this, all their food requirements are not trans-
ported on the same spacecraft that carries
them. Cargo missions to the 155 fly at regu-
Lar intervals, carrying food, apart from other
requirements such as maintenance gear and
scientific equipment,

Also, various space agencies and private
companies are now planning even longer

w,ine of cre
atinga permanent settbement on the Moon,
There are also plans to travel much further
distances than ever before in space —onsuch
missions, itmight not be economical to sup-

away from th and phy fond from Earth,

d'P“"‘-‘ "J"mm”“d““ﬂi Mm’m'“mmmm Space-grown plants, for example, can
including provide a sustainahle food source for such
recyched aboard the 155 to create m-hrwp!r.wmsﬂlﬂshm-m . missions. Scientists are currently studying
drinking water for astronauts, Thisisa lnaded onto spacecraft returning d!Fchmaspel:ls of growing food in space,
must because liquids both consume toEarth, MD&'HIIJIBIHE\I!NM!EH various meth doso, For
igh suchitis the arth's instance, they are examining the effects of

i ¢ burnt due to microgravity on the growth of plants,
walter reg friction. O k They are also making attempts to use LED
space. Water mu are sent Earth o qu]m to induce photosynthesis. Researchers
pussibde. checkont fih 1sirvwhich plant
can be grown in space, and sebecting crops

maost suibed to grow in these conditions,
Before eating, they secure themselves with  through droppers, Potatoes, soybean, wheat, spinach, toma-

footholds to restrict movernent. Every astro-
naut has a food tray with some wtensils, in-
cluding spoons and forks. Thc :u.tlury and
food packets

After their meals, waste such as food
packets is deposited in waste chambers,
whileoutleryis duanud with wipes. Utensils

y

Shukla's mamms, are form,
which can be mixed with waMI before con-
sumpdion, There is provision for heating the
food on the 1S5,

Astronauts on the space station usually
have their breakfast and dinner ogether.

Modi with Kamla Persad-Bissessar, PFM
of Trinidad and Tobago. X@narendramadi

wm:l qgmement "yeould not retum to their

popular India

Story of girmitiyas
Britain banned slave trade in 1807, and
abolished slavery in the British Empire in

opportunity in foreign shores,

Im reality, the worle paid very little and
the conditions on the fields were back
breaking, But girmitiyas(a corruption of the

d because a large chunk of their
wwages were held back till the end of the con-
tract, Although they were not slaves, the
contracts effectively kept them in bondage.

Indians arrived asindentured labourers

cro, " ly
a small part of the package, and dip their
spoons inside to pick the food out,
Seasonings such as salt and pepper are
available, but they are typically dissolved in
water which can be added to the food

in Triniclad till about 1917, mostly from pres-
ent-day eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
Almast all such arrivals never retumed to
their homeland.

Carrying Ram across seas

Indentured labourers came o faraway
lands withwery few belongings. What they
did bring with them, however, was their
culture, This was — and remains — an en-
during link to their homeland.

“Although Indian Hindus carried only a
few belongings to Trinidad, they are said
to  have brought the Maonas
|Ramcharitmanas|. either in memary or
book form,” Paula Richman wrote in her
paper ‘Ramlila in Trinidad' (2010). Most,
shewrote, grew up hearing the text recited

cannot be water,
Avariety of food choioes ane available, and
astronauts can select their menu or favourite
cuisine months ahead of their travel. Once
thiy have made their selection, numt)onlsls

toes, and carrots are some crops that have
shiown promise for space cultivation.

ISRO is carrying out multiple experi-
ments related to this subject during Shulda's
stay arthe 155, At least six different varieties
of crop seeds will be grown and studied,

of microalgae as well Besides h:u::l thcsc mi-

also weigh in with their recomr
o ensure astronauts meet the dietary re-

icularroles
onach new players, E:qxnsmpcwm ritual
preparation.. Someone with a large work
shed or garage lets the stage crew use it (o
construct the effigy... Teams of women cook
mouth-watering culinary specialties
roasted over open fires and served hoteach
night of the performance,” Richman wrote,

Decline and rejuvenation

By the second half of the 19th century,
however, the popularity of Ramleela had
started to wane, As formal education
spread, Bhojpuri was slowly replaced by
English among the Indian population,
Younger generations were simply not as fa-
miliar with the Manas, and Ramleela was
nutas “cool" as the latest Western fads.

croalgae ¢ even
used in life support systems.

‘Indianness’ in Trinidad

thrived, Today, gender and caste restrictions
om participation have been loosened, new
dramatic technigues embraced, and dia-
Iogue simplified — a bulk of the perform-
ance is usually in English — to appeal to
younger audiences,

Andwith Indian-origin Trinkdadians be-
coming richer and more powerful in the
country — Trinidad and Tobago Prime
Minister Kemla Persad-Bissessar's family
came from modern-day Bihar — Ramleela
hias enjoyed renewed patronage.

Deespite changes, however, the essence
of the story and performance remain the
same, “The fundamental anchorof Ramlilas
m Trlnldad mmalns the Rmnd‘mmunns._

of the Manas at Ramlbila, Mmd\cnhcym—

adian,

and watching it enacted. As Inddi alise itor not, and whether they understand
This is how Ramdecla arrived in Trinidad. sma:llly migrated to urban spaces and erst- — Hindi or not,” Richman wrote,
Ln\ﬂllagcs in the countryside, thrm\gad'hy ily more ur- In Trinid ad, Ramleela remains the fore-
king Bhojpuri and Than, many lefi irformer sociallife  most iom of one's Indianness, an
patis, Ramleela saw participa- d 1festivals. anchor toone's matswhich has evolved over
tion of the community, But as audi dwindled, i time I
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FIME drizzle has hung over

the Dhauladhar foothills all

day. coating the deodar trees

in mist and leaving the

paved mountain roads slick
and gleaming. As the rain taps softly on the
tin roofs of Mcleodganj, the scent of wet
earth rises through the winding lanes that
lead to an often-overlooked building,

Here, Tek Chand, 37, moves through two
small rooms with a broom in his hand, The
airis damyp, the wood slightly musty, But the
mmm remain unchanged — \leml ing .m

ked chapter in tf
Tibet and its people. "
stayed untouched,” he says,

Once kenown as Swarg Ashram, the mod-
eststructure is perched just beyond the town's
edge, at the end of a quiet road veiled in fog.

In 1960, when the 14th Dalai Lama,
Tenzin Gyatso, and his entourage of family
members, senior Lamas and others arrived
inlrdia after a perilous journey from Tibet, he
travelled through Tawang [Aru |
l’mdt'-.h] Tezpur, [A\mn]dml\lu\nmm b

hala and then

"These rooms have

ly
the ashram in McLeodganj. For eight pivetal
years, the ashram served as the residence of
the Tibetan spiritual leader as he began re-
building a displaced nation in exile.

Over 2 km and a world away from this
hushed hillside is the vibrant heart of
MeLeadganj, often called Mini-Lhasa. Todlay,
it hums with reverence and celebeation in
anticipation of the Dalal Lama’s 90th birth-
day on July 6. An expected public address at
his current residence and monastery com-
plex, Tsuglagkhang, is the big draw,

Restaurants dish out Tibetan cuisine to
throngs ol visitors and pilgrims from around
the world stroll alongside crimson-robed
manks, mary hoping to cateh a glimpse of
the Dalai Lama himself, The compound,
which includes his private quarters and a
grand Tibetan temple, is now the heart of the
Tibetan community in exile,

But beyond the festivities, the air is thick
with significance, On July 2, in a statement
that resonated across the Tibetan world and
beyond, the Dalai Lama declared that the
centuries-old institution of the Dalai Lama
wold continue, and that his ‘reincamation’
wonuld be managed solely by his Gaden
Phodrang Trust in accordance with Tibetan
traclitions — not Beljing's directives, The idea
of reincarmation is rooted in a Buddhist beliel
system that all living beings are bound by a
cyche of birth and death,

The proaouncement by the Dalai Lama fol-
lowed a three-day Tibetan religious confer-
ence in Dharamshala Spiritual leaders from
allfour major schooks of Tibetan Buddhism —
Gelug, Nyingma, Sakya, and Kagyu — had con-
wvensed (o disouss the sensitive and politically
charged question of succession.

WithChinese authorities signalling their in-
tentions o contred the next reincamation, the
Dalai Lama's announcement reasserted the
Tibetan community's spiritual independence
—a message of both deflance and continuity.

WWW INDIANEXPRESS COM

The Dalai Lama’s Line

As the Dalai Lama turns 90 on July 6, VARINDER BHATIA travels to McLeodganj, headquarters of the
Tibetan government-in-exile, where the celebrations are tinged with anxieties — over their future, the
‘reincarnation’ process, and the looming shadow of China. Photographs by KAMLESHWAR SINGH

since 2020.0n July 4, the
Ministry of External
Affairs released a care-
Tully worded statement
saying the government
“does not take any posi-
tion o speak on mattees
concerning beliefs and
practicesof faith and re-
ligiom, The Government
has ahways upheld free-
dom of religion for all in
Inclia .u;d will continue
to do so.”
Iim]uu,wtmh\m-m
the Dalai Larma as
aratist”, prohibits a
public show of devotion
towards the Tibetan
spiritual leader, For
China, a say in the selection process of the
Dalai Lama, a deeply revered Ngure in Tibet,
s seen as away toexert its asthority over the
Tibetan people.
(l'llll.‘lh.l'.l\']l'l’lN!lhl‘N(lh(‘lh\.u'].‘lllﬂ'

The Dalai
Lama's Iuly 4 India, China and Tibet
e The Dalal Lama is central to the econormy
statement ., chiritual identity of McLeodgan), His
reasserted presence has transformed this once-guiet
» Tihots Himalayan hamibet into an internationally
the'l IhLI tan recognised I1ula of Tibetan Buddhism, fi
L'llll‘]!'l'lll!'lll)”!i hand culn
.'-pirilu.ll vll:umy Events such as the 90th haul\(lay
bring new cyches of economic
autonom ¥ paired with growing concerns over infra-

sage of

structure and sustainabiliy.
Accordi local fficials, foreign

at any fture
I ir mml receiveits se ud.mpnml L hinese

(Top) Monks outside the main
entrance of the Tauglaghkhang temple;
at the temple, preparations have begun
for Sunday’s event. Kemfehwer Sigh

process of the Dalai Lum] the Tibet |.1n Bov-

|I1J| the mnmm.mnn “must be ehosen by

" e and a place of
thousands of Tibetan refugees, Over the

ce and arrivals to MecLeodganj surged from around — drawing lots from a Golden Urn, and ap-  decades, it has grown from a modest struc-
L'llllti!luity ”m“’i‘wmmﬁ 51,000n 2023, The mo- |s|lM'tIM'IIwmnlmlstm'lmmnl of China)™  ture into .npuwhm, complex :h..l includes
i 20025, In the firs lates, Minority ALT Kiren  the v the

s:x:mmhs u[lhr year, umrml\w over 10 Ruuu —wh, aloag with Uinion Minister Rajiv IJIL1| I.musjmu.lluu idence, .mdhuuﬂ'ro

Lakl : b e 1 i i I N BOV- The ple but serene. s

tional, have arrived in Kangr

Despite this effortless i ation of cul-
tures and comimunities, the Tibetan lssue has
always been a sensitive one for India, Tibet
..ml L‘tum.-;im- the early 19505, While then

presenting
ernment at the Dalai Lama's 90th birthday
event in Dharamshala on July & — said the de-
ri-;iun(un:]x-1|1rx|1-mn|mlII\L-[thI.nlh.\,\

.1|1(I tho Dalai Lama h:mwll |m one else,

mwumnlmhrl I1ho|.||1s.m:lmnwtl the
Dakai Lama asylum in 1959, even in the face
of immense criticism and fears of "antago-
nising China", after the India-China war in
1962, Delhi has been cautious about its pub-
lie promouncements on the Dalai Lama.
Since then, the Indian government has
adapted a more nuanced position, While
maintaining that the Dalai Lamaisa®

people of India® and that he Iu.-;I | the free-
dom to carry out his religious activities in
India", Delhi doesn't officially support the

Maore so now, when India and China are
waorking towards normalising the bilateral
relationship after a tense border stand off

Rijiju's sta
position that the 1) alal Lama is a u'llgmu\
leader.

Inside Tsuglagkhang Complex

architecture dl.\\M from traditional Tibetan
monastic design — bodd red and gold beams,

ceremonies, and light-
ing lamps in the hope of
extending the life of
their spiritual leader,
Yet, there is a sadness
beneath the surface,
Karma Yeshi is the
Chairperson of the
Pubilic Service
Commission in the
Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA)
andl has in the past been

tion/practice was that after the Dalai Lama
dies, aregentis

the Gaden Pl Im:lmng government, The pri-
mary mole of the regent was to find the rein-
carnation of the Dalai Lamas, The regent ap-
poaints ateam or teams of search committees
wehich travel arsund and find candidates.
Then the candidate is found| identified,
recognised and enthroned,”

On China's role and objections, he says,
“Nobody is asking the Chinese government
tos find the Dalai Lama, Who asked them ? Not
oven ple follower of the 14th Dalai Lama

minister of finance and
a member of the
Tibetan Parliament-in-
Exile, "My father Penpa
and mother Namdol
came  from  Tibet
through Sikkim in the
early 19603, | was born in Gangtok, We
moved te Dharamshala in the mid 1960s,
My parents and hundreds of Tibetan
refugees who followed His Holiness the
Dalai Larma from Tibet toIndia were the ones
‘who built this Tsuglagkhang temple com-
plex, Indian masons and Tibetan refy
‘worked day and night to complete its con-
struction in 1968, 5

But nov, he says, “Itis painful.”

“On one hand, we pray for his lang life
with all sur heart, On the other, we are forced
1o dliscuss his reincarnation because of what
the Chinese government might do,” he says,
1¥'s a widely shared concern,

Onordinary days, the Tsuglagkhang tem-

has asked the Chinese to find his reincarna-
tomn, They have no robe whatsoever,”

“What His Holiness reiterated today is
that the institution of the Dalai Lama shall
continue as per the traditions and practices
of Tibetan Buddhism, There will be a 15th
Dvalai Larna, 16th Dalai Lamaand soon,” says
Professor Samdhong Rinpoche, formes Kalon
Tripa (head of the Tibetan government-in-
exile) who now manages the affairs of the
Gaden Phodrang Trust.

Where it all began

Far removed from the high-level decla-
rationsand international intrigue, the rooms
at the Swarg Ashram remain silent.

By the time the Dalai Lama arrived in the
hills of Himachal Pradesh, the ashram —
once a colondal-era retreat — had been qui-
etly repurposed a5 a sanctuary,

Today, its interiors remain largely un-
touched, A narrow 20x15-foot hall, where
the Dalai Lama received visitors, keads to a

Thusttering in the o

intricately carved woodwork, and prayer flags — ple is peaceful, Monks chant in lnw st Lpuluu lﬂxl[l-lml h-tlnxmmmlmklnﬂa
ain beoeze, Inside,  tomes. Child) hand- m— el n, where f 1 fed oy~

the walls .1|\-1l.1lnh-<lwxll1 Jllllf'l'll lh.mglm ers, i | din sil ers andl adel d the Tibetan diaspora.
ik beneath Airati hnutlolllx" Mo, the building is uncler the stewardship

murals, their,
sofft natural light. At the temple's heart sits a
towering gilded statue of Shakyamuni
Buddha, Nanked by figures of Avalokiteshyvara
.md Padmasambhava, two deeply revered

Tucked against the fores
Dhaulachar mountains, just ﬂxlwu]wmmy
cafis and narrow alleyways of MeLeodganj,
stands Tsuglagkhang, a place at once sacred
and deeply political. This Tibetan Buddhist
temple, also known as the Tsuglagkhang
Complex, s not just a religious site — itisthe
emotional and spiritual centre of the Tibetan
community inexile,

tnnﬂruml(l u\ lhrl' 1'!1]5.1lm| l]n- ldth
Dalail dtto pro-
viche a new seat for the Gaden P |\|)d|.|ng\||n-
institution that governs the reincarnation

dr in the Tibetan pantheon.

Every morning, the scent of juniper and
buatter Limps fills the air as monks and devo-
tees begin their prostrations and circumam-
bulations, sending their prayers into the
world with every turn of the prayer wheels.

This week, the quiet nlu.m are tinged

But these are not ordinary days, Amid cel-
ebrations, prayers, and security protocols,

of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of
annm'nm.lluwulimllxunmlm Dalai

hangs a quiet urgency — o listen,
ber, and to hold on.

The question of reincarnation
Explaining the reincarnation practice,
Dr Lobsang Sangay, former CTA president,
wihiois currently teaching a course on “rein-
carnation” at the Harvard Law School, says,
“From the first to fifth Dalai Lamas, their re-

with | ahmrl of th s very close and one could say
o July 6, The /| inmex- |I1|-ym'w | each ather by virtue of being
e J|\-('x|x-m'(|mg.u]wr Tsuglagkhangio  teacher and disciple, However, the relation-

hear the Dalai Lama s For months,
across exibe settlements in India and beyond,
Tibetans have been offering prayers, holding

ship changes after the fifth Dalai Lama takes
aver the rulership of Tibet and forms the
Gaden Phodrang government. The tradi-

preserved. “They stay locked
|11mn| lol:r_mnxL A e chairs have
been left in case someone from the Central
Tibetan Admindstration or the private office of
His Holiness . But that happens rarely.

“It's peaceful here,” he says, as the rain
picks up again outside. *You can still feel
something in the walls,”

While croweds gather below in bustling
McLendgani, where prayer flags Autter above
soaked streets and the aroma of incense min-
gles with monsoon rain, the legacy of the
Dhalai Lama's early years inexile endures qui-
ety — tucked into the hills, remembered by
Few, but foundational to all that followed,

Says Dr
Lobsang
S.m};uy,

former CTA

president,

“Nobody is

asking the
Chinese

H{}\"L’rl““l‘“‘ o
find the Dalai
La

na,"

‘If there’s one thing that China cannot handle it’s unpredlctablllty

rmakes it cear that it is not going to be ‘ema-

17493, when ther

f China...

VARINDER BHATIA nation', rather it will be ‘reincamation’,
PENPA TSERING, 58, 5il ol But
theCz'ntrambﬂ.mAdnnmtr.ummthvpﬂ- Dalai Lama had on his 80th birthday
Ixrlcmyolmcdm.ldunhv“"-‘ said that

of the Gacen Phodrang (the institution that
governs the reincarnation process) and also
Imadicated at his rebirth, I youwant to look at
the reincarmation process, you can look at
how the 13thand 14th Dalai Lamawere rein-
carnateel There was no Golden Lim, nothing.

fluence of the Qing dynasty over the
Tibetans... There were eight Dakai Lamas be-
fore 1793, Even after that, the Golden Um was
used only on two occasions. . Thee, |China
has been saying| that their government
shoulkd, o, & BOv-

‘What has been India's response’

Incliais like a parent, If children have prob-
lerms, they have nowhere to go but to their
p.mnts Without India, we do not exist, We

that, \c\n‘:thnul:lwlrmp

There has been alotof speculation, When |Golden Lim is a method introduced by the eenmment that does not be figi me.uur i

Alter the Dalal Lama's pronouncement  he is asked whether the next Dalal Lama Qing cynasty of China in 1793 for selecting thecnncmdldommdmth Wcmlhqr
on July 2, how will the reincamation coukd be a woman, he answers, “Why not? ¥ tally forapp the Lamas? How isthe Dalai Lama's health?
process proceed? When he is asked whether the next Dalal stickes from a golden urn.| We will follow tra- Except for his knee, His Holiness always

Hits Holiness has abways said that he isgo- — Lama could be by way of emanation, he an- ditional Buddhist practices. ‘What has been the international says he is feeling good. We want to make
ing o live forwo decades ormore. Sol's go-  swers, "Why not 7" Relncarnation is the most response to the Dalal Lama's recent sure that he is not physically stressed, He
ing to be a long way, We Tibetans think itis  natural thing. Isthe 7 sometimes shows his teeth and says that
too early to talk about reincarmation, But the ...5omeof us there inChina,hereinlndia  Penpa Tsering about enwsh mmnurﬂuﬂdnen‘.' The US alreacy amended the 2002 Tibet  even at 90, he hasn't lost a single tooth. All
w o benvow, S, His Holi and the rest of the world believe that the de- They are saying three things, One, that  Policy Act into the Tibet Support and Policy  his travel engagements, teachings and meet -
outwith thisstatement..Wheneverthetime  cision that His Holiness has taken is very :lwywll‘llnnklurHlMMIan rl'nmnmm Act of 2020 during I’mbdrnl'l‘rump‘! fiest  ings have been recluced, But he continues o
comes... there may be some more clarifica-  smart. Because, if there's wihatChina  powertoo ipheryol China. term. meet around 1,000 people ina week,
tions. the media had b unnu: 1\.1l|d|¢' it sllnpl!'dlclﬂbaljty If His i o that his reincamati in :Iwrrto Deratic Wie can not reach out
that he may appoint body by way of thenChina  on China..That's the reason people say that — workd (But) There is no freedom in Chinaor to auth i imes and LONGER VERSION ON

emanation, but if you read his staterment, it

wlII use its political, military and economic

His Holiness' decision is very wise, His

Tibet... Two, they talk about the Golden Urn,

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

weeak countries because they are under the

www.Indlanexpress.com
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The Apprentice: Fed Chair Edition e e e o e et

 “low ) for what hedoes.” Bur MrPowell's  Fed polley was widely critlclsed for belng — approach to monetary polley and testing  growth while curbing Inflation, But Fed 1M Trumpsucceeds In pressuringthe

term does not end untl May 2026, and the o expansionary, Brunner and Meltzer  thelr ideclogheal loyalty to his agenda, chalrs are not monetary dictators: they  Fed to cut interest rates too aggressively,
Supreme Courthas ruled that the Fed lathe  were Influential aeademics, bue they had Mareover, the nhmw Fed chale will - must win over the rest ol the FOMC or sk Inflatlon expectatbons will rise, and so will
(] one Independent agency whose chalrthe  nodirect Influence over palicy declsl ko thastany il -lnnklng being outvoted and heavily scrutinised,  longer-term Interest rates, Given that these
presldent cannot fire. By contrast, Mr Trump's pl&n — first Id 1 Even astrong and Independent nominee  rates affect everything from mongages o
Typleally, a Us Noated b Scott Hessent  reality-show catchphrase; "You're fired” - could be weakened by aprolonged stintas — car loans, ordinary Americans would feel
new Fed chalr a few m-onmn befare 1I1e dunnathuucm campaum \muldplace ‘TheSupreme Court may | the  shadow chalr. Seen as MrTrump’s lackey,  slgnificant pain,
sbents term end his nominee ar favery publle  President cannod fire the sitting Fed chalr,  thelr credibility would be severely dam- The purposeof an Independentcentral

for Senate confirmation hearings and & effort wundermine Mr Powell's authority,  but nothing prevents him from withdraw-  aged. limitngthelrinfluenceoverboththe  bank focused on price mhilily' anldeal

o

m\nn[h (ranﬂllm! Naming a successor 10 But analysts whnseelhlsanaaenoun Inga “That threat al ld  FOMCand financial markets. first proposed 40 Irstadn
Iy would be highly unusual. S0 attempt to bully Mr Powell may pressune 1o e i 3 Lﬂ'l glvecvedhwherecredlmdw Mr Inwlnna lermlnlemtmel llmmwheln
wihvy do [17 Mr Trumpp ls apparently plan-  the polnt. Monetary polleymakers are The leading ders to replace Mr Mr Trump s plan-

w veln In the next Fed chalr, whom he
cannot control — at least In theory, But In
dolng s, Mr Trump risks shooting both
himself and the US econony In the foat.
Contrary to popular bellef, the Fed does
nit control all interest rates, tsets only the
very short-term policy rate, while longer-
term |nterest rates are largely determined

US President Donald Trump Is reportedly
preparing to name the next chale of the
Federal Reserveearller thanexpected inan
effort 1o undermine Incumbem Jerome
Powell, whohas
Lo cul dnterest rates,

Mr Trump has made no secret of his
disdaln for Mr Powell, recently describing

ning for his Fed chalr-in-waiting to estab-
lsh a "shadow” Federal Open Market
Commitee (FOMC) thar would publicly
pressure the real FOMC to lower Interest
refusing  rates

The ldea of s shadow FOMC dates back
1o economists Karl Brunner and Allan
Meltzer, who Introduced it in Ll

Powell reportedly Include former Fed Gov-
ernor KevinWarsh, whowasa finallst when
Mr Trump appolnted Mr Powell In 2017,
Natlonal EconomicCouncll Director Kevin
Hassett, and Mr Bessent. Curment Fed Gov-
ernor Chrlatopher Waller, & tﬂrm  Aci-
demic ) fow s work

Iudepe!dﬂwe.luaknintlwmlx.ﬂppﬁlmad

mugm announcethe next Fed chalrahead
of thme caused the dollar to fall shasply,
Stlll, The Apprentice: Fed Chalr Edition |s
sure o make for great television, which
iy be what Mr Trumpeares about most,

Theauthor Is professor of econom|es and
pubdic policy ar Harvand University,

unllkely vo pay more attentlon 1o a Trump-
plcked shadow chalr than they do io Mr
“Trumg himsedf, anything, the move could
prompl the Fed to assert its independence
by doubling down on current policles, The
real goal appears to be weakenlng the next
chiale before they even beglmhelrlerm by
Into adkdnd of

him as “an average mentally person” with

the early years of the Great Inflation, when

LA TRATICN; RINAY SIMEtA

No success in succession

PLAIN POLITICS

Mr Slddaramalah said: "Very few
leaders knew the pulse of the state
and Yedlyurappa ls one among
them." There have been many
Instances when the two have
helped each other out agalnst

rivals In thelr own parties,
Currently. MrSiddarmmalah's
biggest challenger s not Mr
Yedlywrappa (whe s facing prob-
lemia of his own [n the BIP) but Mr
Shlvakumar or DKSIH as he |s
Unlike Mr

ruralareasadiolning Bengalun, At
around this tme, land prices

veeship, ghing MrTrumpa prevlewdmeh-

Ty M Trurmp bn 2020, Mr Waller ls generally

Iy markets. Those rates reflect expecta-

‘@roject Syndicate, 2025

Kutch key to Sindoor sequel

Kutch is our most forgotten war with

Yakistan. Learn

from it and draw up a plan for the next six months,

two years and five vears

‘While It Isonly Indiathat still formally calls Oper-
atlen Sindoor an unfinlshed business, both
countries are seelng it as something of a traller,
Or a prelude to the next round, Not an lssue
roughtloanv concluslon,

began rising, He also Invested In
d I

Hebecame the youngest min-
Ister In thestate just two yenss later
at 1, where he served as minlster
of state under Chlef Minister §
Eangarappa from 1901 (0 1992, By
now hie had formidable resources
at his command — money (rec-
ards reveal his assets amounted o

Is It always a good dea to
announce your retirement In
advanee? Maybe [n chalking out
corporate succession plans, Butin
politics maybe not, It is possible
thast Kamataka Chief Minisier Sid-
daramalah’y gamblt to snag e

Slddaramalah who came 1o the
Congress from soclalist stock, Mr
Shivakumar Im alwayn heen.i‘ll

£ I 200 patren-
age. Hothgrew as dimewent by, Mr
Shivakumar has used perscnal

the Congs s

Youth Congress when he was in

college, He was general secretary

tothe Youth Congress in the state

belws:mu!s and 198,
His frst el f

wealth to earn political caplial,
Th 1l b,

The 2002 eplsade, when the
Maharashtra chief minkster and
Congress leader, the lue Vilasro
Deahimukh. had all but lost the

| ‘s record tells us this Is not
the best place vo be in. We have a precedent Inthe
shart Kuteh conflict of Aprll 9, 1965, Both sldes
called atruce, but the first full-scale India-Pakls-
tan war followed five months later,

Pukistan launched the war having learned the
wrong lessons from Kutch, We might hope for
better sense slx decades later. But hope lsn't &
plan or strategy.

ltakes alot for Pakistan to accept defeat, lb-
erntlon of Bangladesh In 1071, or a clear caplula-
tlon in Kargll, for example, Anything less than
Inarguably declsive, you can count on them to
call it a victory, And once they paych thamaalves
Into s "see we won that Lnle war® state of mind,
you can expect them to come back,
sooner rather than later,

Allh!n polnr, e&chnde!udrawnm

2023 — "this is the last election |
will be fighting” — pald off ax the
time, But booking at the stateof the
government in Kamataka today,
desplie winning 135 seats in the
224-member Assembly (137 now
after byelection victores), which
Is & kind of & landmark for the
ruling Congress after 1989, you
wouldn't think s,

I I hard vo recall an Instance
In India's politcal history when a
deputy chiel minlster has pub-
lizly todd his supporters that he
has no option but to let the chief
minlster continue, as [ K Shiva-
leumar did earller this week, Not
governance inftlathves, not nfra-
structure creatlon but succession
to Mr Slddaramalah seems 1o be
the primary concern of the gov-
ernment and party,

There aresomany elementsin
the mix, including cross-pary
linkages. 'The  relatlonship
besween former chiel minkster BS
Yedlyurappa and Mr Slddara-
malah lsa complex, many-layered
ane. Publicly, lhew-nnghr which
Is 1o be expected. But at Mr
Yediyurappa's 78th birthday cel-
ebratlons, recalllng his role [n
bringing the Bharatlya Janata
Party (RIF) to power In the state,

LClOry Wik o
become o memberof the zilla pan-
chayat In 1987, He is from the
powerful Voklkallga caste and his

inan
motkon, It was Mr Shivakumar,
urban development minlser In
Kamataka at 1I1E‘1Ime. who cor-
led b the Legislat!

first Assernbly comtest
caste than H D Deve Gowda in
Sathanur irviods, Hewns inhis 208,

Mot unexpectedly, he lost,
though by & narrow margin, That,
In ksell, was not a small feat
because Me Deve Gowda was then
a sentor mindster In the Ramak-
rishina Hegde government.

Bt Mr Deve Gowda, who had
comtested  from  two  constl-
tuenches, qui Sathanus, which Mr
Shlvakumron:a‘_mridamu?m.n

Asgembly (MLAS) and lodged
them at a resort, and led them to
Mumbal onthe day of the vote,
The late Ahmad Patel won his
Rajya Sabha seat from Gujarat
(207hand publlely acknowledged
his debe 1o Mr Shivakumar, who
kept 44 MLAS from Gujarat "safe”,
Butwhile meney can by alot
of things, it doesn't always buy
leadership, Observers of Karna-
taka politics say thar while Mr

with the Deve Gowda family,
which has changed les look and
shipe but remained, In essence,
exactly whatlt Wi Ahulle

: h

has  polltieal
Influence, Mr  Slddaramaiah
wilelds power among the MLAS,
This caused hectle lobbylng and
extended delays in government
fi

Mr:
1980 Lok Sabha election f‘rnm
Kanakapura against Mr Deve
Gowda and, not unexpecadly,
again lost, Those were the years
when Mr Deve Gowda was at the
helght of his power, However, he
contested the Assembly elections
too and wor (In 1989 electlons to
the Lok Sabha and Assembly were
I1eld together in the state,) But

esple s defeats MrShivakumar
beuanhulldhanhln Influence nthe

lon in 2023, testifylng o
the tug of war between the two
leaders from the get-go,

Golng by poliieal traditon,
another formation will lkely
cometo power n Karmnatakain the
next Assembly election, due 208,
And If that happens, Mr Shivaku-
mar will have o sit it out il 2033,

Hence all these shenanigans
mildway theough the term of the
Congress government, Expect
more restlessness,

Of exile and enlightenment

lesown b

down 1o write tlm column, Lt Gen
Rahul Singh, one of the three deputy
chiefs of Army staff, had reflected on
some lessons learnt and polnters for
the future, This is good thinking. At
least one slde{the good side, us), lsn't

cated rending | would recommend Is War Des-
patches by Lt Gen Harbakhsh Singh, then West-
ern Army commander, Western Command then
Included J&K too, Kutch Is our most forgotien
war, though It lasted much longer (Apell 9 o
July 1) than the 87 hours of Op Sindoor, There're
parallels in the learnings from both,

The "lesson” Palanrlanlearnrhecamemeﬂab

keep the reglon “Internationalised”, His st
move with Pahalgam, he'd think, succeeded In
nhlflIngthewld;rundemnndlmnrlhe lssueln

con-
flict, S0 he's gt something to work on. We've
alrendy told you where in thelr bodles do thelr
barains rest,

We can't time when this miscaleulation will
come, but its nearly Inevitable, Indla, therefore,
lbeednagmded plnn - rnr sl months, two years,

usclosertoth lon,
and five years, respectively, Plve vears should be
the deadline for us w bulld deterrence to a level
where this Munle, or another, won't have the

lishment's grandest
thatLal Bamdursumlrlmepwddereatmagre&
ing 1o a ceasefire and International mediation,
‘That was just the Impetus ft needed 1o launch
Operatlon Gibraltar frst {masabve armed infiltra-
tlon In Kashmir) followed by Operation Grand
Slam, the big armour thrust almed at waking
Akhnoor and cutting off much of Kashmir,
While we hope and peay for pesce and stabll-
iy, we have to keep that history In mind, The Pak-

arr 3

For the slx months India has to il In all the
eritical gaps in misslles, ammunitlon, sensors
and stockplle in the fastess posaible manner. focus-
Ing on the critical Instruments that worked this
tme, Brahmos and SCALP missiles, long-runge
"smart amllerynhellntl :ncalumrcalenwl make

fatand mlliary's bieali, U
I5 not located In 1ts head, Thelrsia ) d

the multl-lay Naval
led s have thel dup
unumu asLagE budlt, Most ed thi Iy
done domestica ndanaw'ariﬂallns Nt the
usual A (AON) today and

where lower down in the anatomy
that I'd rather mot elaborate on, The
natlonwith the higher stake In peace
and progress must prepare for the
miscaloulations of an adversary that
compulslvely thinks tactically,

As we had noted In the Natlonal
Imterest on May 31, 2025, Aslm Munir
has limited tlme, While Pakistan's

mindlessly celebrating victory, but NATIONAL army will continue o own the
thinking ahead, This too has parallels |NTERE§|' country, his own lease over his army
with Kuteh, lan't permanent. In thme, probably

India drew 18 lessons, too, more  SHEKHAR GUPTA ower the next few months, he will see

sensibly and reallstically, and thre
reault was a strategle victory in th

1o his
power fram his uniformed

war, A strategic victory for Indla because Pakls
tan was the only alde with anobjective (grabbing
Kashmir) and started the war, The oblective was
denled. and It was forced back on the defensive
across the entlre frontler, A stalemate, with the
aggressor and first-mover Pakistan on the
defenaive, was victory for India, In the end, the
difference was the lesson the two sides drew
fravm Kuteh,

Indla was now preparing for acounter-offen-
slvetowards Lahore and Slalkot. Incase Pakistan
pressure on Kashmir mounted, It's & recorded
fact that e was sometime In the summer follow-
Ing the Kutch ceasefire that then defence min-
Ister ¥ B Chavan, home minlster Gulzarl Lal
Nanda along with top Army commanders met at
the X1 Corps headguarters in Jalandhar, and con-
ferved on plansto open new fronts [nto Paklstani
Punjab If needed. This plan, Operatlon Riddle,
was months in the making.

‘This was a post-Kutch learning and prepara-
thom for Indla, The most succinet and uncompli-

andu
peers andthepollllcl.am
What's the of un-l In

trlals 18 montha hence Remembser, you sald Op
Sindoor ks not yet over,

Orver two years, Incia must have at least two

1 that lan't Ible) of Beyond

fighters. Long-range

anlllerv should be !mprwed and increased o a

level that it becomes a pulverlsing deterrent In

Itself, You can have most of it made here and

some smart ammunition bought from oversess,
This will be quality with quantity.

And over five years, begin with uppling your
defence spending from 1.9 1o 2.5 per cent of GDP
over the next three years, and then keep It there
fior the fedlowlng two, 1t will be a steeteh, but India
can afford it. Our natlonal resolutlon has to be
that IT we get five vears, there will never be an
occasion when India will be outranged, out-

ed or out-watched In a conflict with Pakis-

the past, Pakistan's military dictators have had
thelr army take over power formally as an Instl-
wtlon. In this indirect takeover, not only has
Munlr collected that additlonal suar, he has also

lanewn for a few hours, Desplie the Chinese,
Focus on economlc growth, diplomacy and

alllances alongside. All of that goes without

saying. But you cannot do any of this without

grabbed politleal power as an . Thisls
e ooy bo last, He's the first to know it

That's whiy you can count on hils Impatience
leading to a mew adventure, He'dthink, learning
erronesusly from Sindoor as his milleary ances-
wors did from Kutehs, thar another sklrmish will
b good. That Indla's stakes In stability, its econ-
amibc growth are too high for it 1o sk a longer
conflict, The big powers will move In, He would
think shore conflicts ke these will keep Indla
ofl-balance, destabilise the Kashmir Valley bur
most  importantly,  protect  his  own
public support,

1 Leumlnkhehulndlnmmeﬂ Aterror attack
in Kashmir, the Inevitable military response from
Indla, and then a few days of dust-up. It will also

your own security, 'd horrow the
advicetoIndla from lsrael's Ambassador Reuven
Azar ot & conclave earller this week: Strengthen
your defence and liberallse your economy,
Because, he elaborated. for Investors to come in,
they have to have the confidence that your
dafence ks srrong,

To think that this ls a strategle lean-back
perlod will be an unforglvable historie blunder,
This s a lean-forward, all-hands-on-the-deck
moment. The success of Op Sindoor i8 4 sucoess
Lo spvour, but more importantly, it's impetus for
the future.

Byspecial armngement with ThePring

Kolhapuri chappals, Pradastyle

EYE CULTURE Just oneexample of bowbelnginindla  Lamas Home School in Delhl where new, Japar d Puebca, for wforpro-  known o have wtilised kantha
hasenabled Tihetans o preservethelr ey were taught English, Hindl, cur- example, has been retlling mulna lhewi‘,ﬂlma:mashs embroldery forthels easy, breath-
CHINTAN GIRISH MODI religion, culture and L rent affairs how Lo con- common Jue hags of able dresses - but Calico has
VI.chMadtm:l.e\ﬂmk'err duct themselves lna cultural “Ramesh Special Mamkeen” from - Indian Iad.!efmrmenl for cen- - deflected eriticlsm by comveying
Tenzin Gyatso, the Dalal utlamary Life of that was new to them, Anlta  Confectionery  Works,  turdes. This ls a common pattern  that Japanese textlle traditions
Lama, celebrates his 9oth birthday Feminist, .ﬂndfmimmwm.mrddhrﬂ and how Lo present themsaelves Bagar Chowk, Jodhpur (Ral) inthe fashionindustry, Elernents  lke Boro share nmllarlues In
this weekend, lh!slummemlo Nun (2007} applauds Prime Minlster before a Western audbence because H42002, with a yellow sleeve that  of other cul doptedand  thelr
rejolce in Indi wyof { i Dadal she to"plant the seeds has "Chetak Sweet" emblazoned  rebranded without acknowledg-  posing textlles, So, there |s
with the Tibetan people, and the fact Lama "nwarm welcomeon the of the Buddha's teachings Into bl and bold on bt forven 220088 Ingthelr origins, And, theredn, e nothing really amiss,
that the Dalal Lamachose Indiatobe  grownds that India and Tibet shared American, European and Australian _— Incllan souvenir bags for years?  the triggers for controversy. Similarly, there s the famous
his home when he fled Tibee In 1959, cultural and spiriual bonds that had soll ", The school was later moved YES, BUT... One can be quite sure that Anita ‘There have beenotheraberra-  case of Urhan Outfitters versus
Reducing the event 1o a matter of existed for centuries”, Ms Bexd| was from Delhl to Dalhousle. Confectionary getsnorevenue or  tions 1o n the past. Delhi-based  the Navajo Natlon, where the
litical expecd he Ministry of External Ms Mackenzle polnts out that b i ] royalty leofthesebags. brand The People’s Tree had  company used the Native Ameri-
from Alfn dvisor on the welfare of mwoﬂwﬂummn—lammpa Fashlon  rental company.  accused fashlon glant Christian  cantribe's indigenous patterns on
and bl play, Tibet: i hy vicled assls- Chogyam Ialian heoury fashlon house  Bipty, recently posted a vi Dilorofa knock-olfolaboho-chic - merchandise ke underwear and
hi Freedomin tance i ref. M i, 1rungpnltlnpoch'e Akong Rin- Prada has that its a dupatia as a "very block printed dress of theirs, bur  flasks. But desplie sirong heritage
Eclie (1990), the Dala] Lama shres Baxn, Slkklm and Kallmpong. alsed poche, Tarthang Tulku — hecume 2026 men-  E " or “Scand " Dior barely took notlce, A more - claims, the Navajo Natlon lost,
that th L wis ﬂmfh el i'alherwrweswrn swear collectlon, showcased at  scarf, This fren This conflict of cultural
madesa I Nechung, Ifuddhnm " Anotl the Milan featured I media, with many over Zara and the  appropristionisdifficult totackle
th ls Tnlalife 'r(“net AT oprment has taken place within | nlse- sandals [nsplred by traditional - South Astan Individuals calling Imurlnzml! The fashionretaller  when [t comes 10 fashlon. It
wanlndauuer.andthalhewuulﬂbe med.icmelnmﬂeellng wmdm tan Bnddhlsmmemle.mereudal mdl&n!antmw—lmmhmn out  the blatam  cubural faced criticlsm for selling & remindsone of the controversies
able o me:u|e_ bean rom and 1] ure of Tibetan chapgpals. Buta { atbon, “The Indlan drapeddetall  over John Galllano's DMorental-
Tibw h 1 lish when th 11 d Into sochety, which prevented nuns from “cultural amrnwlallm had  dupatta s & versatlle garment  In the fromt” that strongly ks haute couture collection and
Chenresiz a Rodhlsasva Ill.dlﬂ. In Ms Mack s bk having aocess Lo the same opporiun- lready been stirved by then, with — with deep roots In South Aslan resembled the traditlonal Indlan  Yves Salnt Laurent's Oplum col-
rebirthio henefirsentient belngs, Tethong recalls, * HBVInsnﬁlmapaﬂ Itles a8 thelr male courterparts, ls Indian fashion czars crying foul — culture, worn by women Invirl- - [ungl. The skirt was priced at lectlon, These deslgners bor-
“For centuries, the Dalal Lamas from ad gradually char across medla and soclal media, les, lapy y te200 rowed heavily from Chinese
|1mmﬁemdwuh(hemechum nlrumlnuln'nbe( [[hnughtlimloli Iiedlando'lhermmmmhaw "hankdully, t narrel] Willlams d everydaywenr.  backthen), whilealunglin India  culture, especially the fabrics and
Oracle al scen- bout thedr strugeles. % Louls Yultton show, “Parls to 08 not merely ascafs iCsasymbol - typleally costs around €200 sllhouertes, Wasthata homage or
becmneperlndbcallymnmeﬂtw aﬂnandmlcouldhednnemhelp “The Dalal Lama has expressed his Indla®, at Milan that fellowed  of herltage and idemtity, The use 300, and this led o the usual  ablatant robbery? Toscme of us,
d hisema- lines, But the Dalal grativude for India's hospitaliry on Prada, had musicby AR Rahman  of the term "Scandinavian scarf”  accusations of cultural appro- It was a powerful moment of
natlons — over Lama' Itles were 1 miiltlple occasions, and has been and a carpet with a snake-and- o descrlbe s dupatta minlmises  priatlon and online mockery,  understanding how culture and
ance,” writes Christopher Bell, d edwcat) “This  aboat his acmdration for the ladder motlf designed by Bijoy it cultural importance and pres- ‘There I8 atsmhe Interesting  fashion B0 hand In hand; A
nassociate professorof religlousstudles  Interpreter became the Dalal Lama's Gandhian approach to nonviolence. It Jaln — which led to much ents ltas a new, trendy item orlg-  caseof ) igner Ayano Ist: aken
arStesson University in Florlda, in his private secretary In later years. Ms remainsto be seen whether the cam- appreclationand applause. Inating  from the West. Yanagl, who has prominently  and applied to a garment, That s
biook The Dalal Lasma and e Nechusg  Bedd tuemed out to be the frst West- palgn to award him a Bharat Ratna Kolhapuris, GHGeogmphieal  Reformation, the bmnd the Incorporated kanthaembroldery  all, One can't, and shouldny,
Oracle . em woman to become a fully will yleld results anytime soon. It ls Indication) tagged since 2019, dupatta belonged o, however, Into her clothing brand, TETTE,  reallysee it past that, Or perhaps,
I Nechung dakned Tibetan Buddhist nun. She rewurlng however, for his fiol- were worn as early as the 13th  countered saying the design In - Her  “Meguru® Il ne
which ksthe seat of the oracle, lsonthe  was convl f the need Ul over the woeld toknow that — century —  also known 8  question was Insplred by a 10008 especlally uses Indlan kantha  dvity o comprehend the full
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