heated by young stars, as well as the stars themseives. ESA/WERR, NASA & CSA A LEROY
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Double trouble
The Aadhaar seems the default bet to
restrict a voter to one polling location

T he integrity of the electoral system in In-

dia is dependent upon the confidence re-

posed in it by prospective voters and the
participatory political parties, In recent years,
the Election Commission of India (ECI) has
drawn flak ~ from overblown to deserved rea-
sons -~ from political parties and civil soclety acti-
vists concerned about trends in Indian democra-
cy. A new complaint after recent State

Little has changed in the Income-Tax Bill, 2025

n February this year, the Union Finance
Minister introduced the Income-Tax Bill,
2025, in Parliament. If enacted, the
lation will replace the IncomeTax Act,
1961, and, according to the government, will
simplify the kaw for both taxpayers and
administrators alike,

The current law, of 1961, the government
claims, has become unwieldy and unclear not
only for the common person but also for
professionals, littered as it is with provisos,
exceptions, and non-obstante clauses. The newly
designed draft purports to clear the fog and foster
greater certainty in taxation, with a view to
recucing litigation and creating a fairer, more

relates to the increased number d'elcdun m the
bly polls when compared to the

registered in the general election for the same

year (2024). While a report in The Hindu found

that such discrey in ek

were not unusual when

" There can be little doubt that these are worthy
causes to pursue. But a reading of the Bill shows
us that behind the cosmetic and structural
alterations that it seeks to make, little else will
change. Many of the complexities and

election cycles, the question (raised vndfmmly
by the ition Congress party) as to how a
State such as Maharashtra registered an increase
of 48 lakh voters in just six months since the gen-
eral election has not been adequately answered
by the ECL This along with the ECI's disclosure
that the nature of registration allowed for diffe
rent electors to have the same Electors Photo
Identification Card (EPIC) number, has allowed
Opposition parties, particularly the Trinamool
Congress, to raise questions about the credibility
of the tration process. What is worrisome is
the possibility of electors voting across States,

Prima facie, this discrepancy in EPIC numbers
~ which the ECI has averred that it will rectify by
updating the numbers in its voter database to
make them unique - is not problematic. Even if
the EPIC number is shared by different voters,
they can only vote with their verified ids. Yet, the
llmrﬂvbkm.ohp(mlbllkydnvmmvm
multiple EPIC numbers across different States,
calls the process in question. For example, a mi-
grant voter can vote in a particular State of resi-
dence and in his/her home State if elections are
held in close succession as there is a good possi-
bility of the duplicate EPIC number remaining in
the database. The most effective solution would
be to link the Aadhaar number and blometric ver-
ification for voting. But this s still not foolproof,
The Aadhaar's purpose is to identify !

that plague the current legislation
remain unbroken. And, in some areas, the Bill
seeks to make into kaw a set of powers that are
troublingly authoritarian, even more so than
what the present, already severe, legislation

permits,
Jun'hdlmmn across the world have tried to
move towards legislative drafting that promotes
the use of plain language. The underlying idea ks
that laws should be more accessible to the
broader public, thereby enhancing transparency
and making governments more accountable,
Some critics argue that plain and
precision do not always go hand in hand - that
the technicality of legalese ensures greater
accuracy and specificity; that a quest for clarity
can at times come at the cost of exactness,
However, global examples have shown us that
simplifying begal language is not necessarily
detrimental to accuracy. ln hn clearer hw- can

hel,
.mf ultimately reduce llﬂynnn

Complex and knotty text

But the Bill, despite its vaunted objective, scarcely
embraces this . It continues to rely on
dense and convoluted text, doing little to make
the law more ible to the

For instance, we are led to believe that the
Nplx!mem of the phr-u “notwithstanding

and not citizens, and would have to be supple-
mented by another proof for voting eligibility. Se-
cond, an Aadhaar number on electoral rolls
could result in misuse such as profiling, and the
ECI has to mask it when the rolls are made avail-
able to hlcll pmltl Besides, biometric verifi-
cation for d ion should be )

ed with clear alternative identity verification as
the former has the potential of excluding genuine
voters because of technological failures. The ECI
must be open to undertaking a clear de-duplica
tion exercise that will allow a voter to have only
one EPIC number and voter id, with the eligibility
to vote only in their area of residence.

domination

ything mlhecummy * with the

Subrith
Parthasarathy

s an advocate
practising in the
Madras Migh Court

Desplte its
pummml

words “| of anything to the contrary
will help simplify lhe l'w‘

The use of the term nmwithmmlln("
denotes what lawyers
“non-obstante” clause; kluurlchhplmmy
attached to it. In theory, the word “irrespective”
ought to now be accorded the same meaning, but
it is hard to comprehend how this change helps
unravel the law to the everyday

"-of

It s worth bearing in mind that fiscal kiws are
not the easiest to draft in simple terms, But the
Bill's failure here emanates at least partly out of
the absence of any change in government policy.
The state’s approach to how it taxes income
remains what it has been for years. In the
absence of any fundamental adjustment in the
law's basic thrust, the draft winds up akin to
something of a manual or a digest -~ a marginally
more concise guide to the existing 1961 law.

The Bill does seek to remove a few of the
outdated redundancies in the prevailing statute.
In places, definitions have been made crisper,

framed by the Central Board of Direct Taxes.
inalawb ing with defi

“risk strategy’
Mmau{;h -umg of theu- Raps have been

he courts, critical power
mthmmhlmdlkmmmw
abuse. The Bill does little to filter this provision.
Instead, it adopts the existing text and rearranges
its structure. It is difficult to see how this
approach will alleviate litigation.

‘The point of search and seizure
Perhaps the most ing aspect of the Bill is its
h to search and seizure, The current lw

" porrrate o e gl d

and some of the timelines and
lidated into tables

have been
and xheduln Bm all oﬁNlmuH well hmu
been achi
rather than a complnr overhauling of the existing
statute.
What is mare, for all the efforts that the Bill

grants to the taxman enormous police power to
search persons and their properties, and sefze
goods found during a search. Although this
unhnrhy has been uph-ld by the courts

its validity & the
Court of India's judgment in Justice K.S.
Punammywu»dmufmhmﬂ.mme
| right to privacy was affirmed, is

that a mere shifting of timelines from clauses and
paragraphs to tables and schedules will not
eliminate the law’s inherently litiglous nature,
especially when those tables include
cross-references to other sections of the Act.

Cosmetic alterations

To make matters worse, despite its intended

::xnl the new law will also incorporate by
ference some of the existing legisl

suspect.

Rather than addressing this concern, the Bill
extends the power of search into new domains. It
does so by allowing officials to inspect “any

stored in an el media or
computer system”, A computer system is defined
M:Hy to include all manners of data storage and
what is described as a “virtual digital space” -
among other things, m-ll servers, soclal media
and digital ap platforms.

clauses. For example, the term “income” h
defined under Section 2(49) to include a series of
things such as profits and gains, dividend and
allowances, as well as everything covered under
Section 2(24) of the nt law. If a definition
needs reference to the old legislation, one might
well wonder what we are really gaining from this
exercise.

Bringing about textual alterations without
altering the statute’s basic philosophy presents
another problem, Since 1961, India's courts have
rigorously interpreted the legislation's (mu'nm.
clarifying the law for taxpayers, Now,
made through the Bill may reopen settled
debates, subjecting the same provisions to
renewed interpretation. The result might well be
more litigation and less certainty.

Consider one of the more heavily contested
areas lmd!f the Act: the power ol incometax

Until April 202! :- Revenue could make
anly if it had “reason to believe"”

1 the fog,
the Bill does
little to make
the law more
accessible to
the common

that income had escaped the tax net - a phrase

that sparked endless court battles, The law was

then changed to allow reassessments wherever

authorities had “information” suggesting income

had escaped The term “inf

was defined to include, among other things, data
btained through a “risk management strategy”™

shnudnumerdenymmmmm
the authorities can now override access codes o
enter the system,

In sanctioning this the Bill marks a significant
departure from the law as it stands, which does
not explicitly permit digital intrusions. Until now,
officers have still been demanding access to
laptops and hard disks, although it could be
contended that these directions are in breach of
the kaw. But if the Bill is enacted, officials, in
furt © of a search, can legitimately trawl
through emails and messages received and sent
on Gmall, X, or Instagram, and every other such
platform.

In times where digital communication is so
deeply integrated into both professional and
personal life, to permit government easy access
to intimate and sensitive data is fraught with
danger. The Bill offers no judicial oversight over
these powers. To the contrary, it enables
authorities to keep to themselves the reasons
undergirding a search,

When the Select Committee of the Lok Sabha
scrutinises the Bill, it may well find that this is an
exercise best shelved. Rather than a sweeping
effort at repeal and reenactment, we may be
better served if Parliament can tidy up some of
the misgivings in the present law and rid it of its
maore draconian commands,

Remodelling the UAE-India aviation partnership

uring a recent tour of the NM Mumhal

operating to a total of only 15 Indian cities, thus

knowledge sharing and the training dlndlm

N g‘wm ) ate the S | Airport in 4 having no choice but to ignore the consistent pilots, partnering in India's rapidly emerging
The LL\):. I:n:l:ﬂdl(: the terms was left deeply impressed by the lulr of demands of hey Indian gmwlh centres, lndudln; aviation maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
Oof engagement in space. India's aviation ambitions. Navi Mumbai . Surat, Vi industry, promoting India's globally renowned
ust as Firefly Aerospace became the first International Airport has the potential to serve as and Patna to operate nrvlm simll-rly Indian tourism sector, investing in the Indian
J private entity to soft-land a robotic lander a game-changer in taking India's lvlmun sector carriers are unable to increase their level of government’s UDAN airport scheme to better
on the moon on March 2, NASA acting ad- to exciting new heights, providing new Abdulnasser frequencies to Dubai, despite unprecedented mnmct'lkr?md'l'mslmlm(hh orin
ministrator Janet Petro sald “the way that we for the Indian travelling public to bemm froman | Alshaali interest from Indians to visit family and in
keep America first is by dominating in all the do- increasingly inter-connected world. 1 the Ambassador of business and leisure activities in this vital airline cnrrkn it is im) lhu we seek new
muin of space. And the domain ... we're going to As the pace of growth in India's aviation sector |y Gnired Arab hub. areas of collaboration in this critically important
capture ... is going to be on the surface of the ~itis -lmdy the world's third-Jangest domestic Emirates (UAE) to the sector,
moon, and around the moon”. The comment market in terms of passenger numbers Repubdic of India The benefits of a modernised
was objectionable in its essence, but also carries continues to quicken and the Government of With estimates suggesting that for % Coo?cnuon m competition
a lesson for the rest of the spacefaring workd. The India's initiatives such as the Ude Desh Ka Aam increase in Indian passport holders, a er 10 y exists to establish
U.S. space pi mme remains the wealthiest Nagrik (UDAN) airport scheme are rapidly million Indians will seek to travel overseas, this a mmbhed sky and uvhdun mlynzm that
and most farsighted in modern history. But like implemented, it is essential that an equally situation will only grow more acute.
U.S. President Donald Trump, she seems to hm visionary appmuh to regulation and bilateral regulations will contribute to further greater mmum vn can ensure that the
lost sight of the difference between | par hips is also dered increases in the price of airline tickets, limit the respective aviation sectors of both our countries
and ination. Just as the conduct of Mr. ability of Indian citizens to travel abroad, and are able to grow and succeed, whilst offering the
Trump and the U.S, Vice-President at the White The UAE as a vital travel destination ly inhibit the adh of broader citizens of the UAE and India the ability to
House meeting with the Ukraine President clari- For decades, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has UAE-India investment, trade, and economic connect, engage, and thrive,
fied the U.S.'s self-serving priorities, so too does proven itself to be a close strategic partner and partnerships, Just as Dubai and Abu Dhabi benefit from their
Ms, Petro’s comment reveal a nakedly aggressive friend to India. Today, the UAE is Incia's most Just as thz UAE and India have expanded status as global aviation hubs, cities throughout
streak in American policy ~ in this case, what the significant outbound travel market, with over 4.5 through trade agreements such as India have the puumhl to attain simikar levels of
ULS. sees as its rightful place in humankind's aspi- milllion Indian tourists visiting the UAE in 2023. the Comprehensive Economic Partnership ivity. By better and
rations about space, Every week, Indian carriers fly over 600 times to Agreement (CEPA), there is an urgent need for a the aviation amt
The moon and cislunar space, and the mate- the UAE, while UAE carriers operate over 500 more progressive and open approach on aviation, Indian cities, we can together ensure that
rlal and intellectual resources required to access weekly services to India. On the surface, these Beye ',“" A modernised aviation strategy will act as an inclusive and sustainable economic growth are
them, are part of the Great Commons and they bers appear they are it the Itiplier, drive and felt not only within India, but also far beyond its
are already sutfering the effects of a growing tide far below meeting current, let alone, future regulatory ensure that our aviation partnership can become | borders.
of p ridwid 1 by gaps consumer d. frameworks, the | a key pillar of | and international Enhanced cooperation in the aviation sector is
between the evolution of law and the pace of in- The impact of what is effectively a mismatch UAE can connectivity Just one example of how the UAE-India
latory clarity is wing very between supply and demand has directly o Beyond g the latory £ rk partnership can evolve to unlock new avenues of
slowly and is often stunted. The U.S, Federal Avia- mm..f"' lplrllllﬂl ticket prices and a lack ”“""7"'" India’s |y o guide our aviation relationship, the UAE Is mutually benefictal growth and integration.
tion Administration (FAA) recently said that it of choice for the UAE and Indian travelling public | @mbltion to keen to support, through new investments and Building upon the significant strides we have
cannot be held responsible for the fragments of a alike, become a global partnerships, India's ambition to become a global | achieved over recent years in our bilateral
SpaceX rocket that fell over Poland because the Under current bilateral air service aviation aviation powerhouse, strategic ties, even the sky is not the limit in what
FAA lost oversight once SpaceX had lost control arrangements, the UAEs carriers are limited to powerhouse Whether this support is in the form of we can achieve in our aviation partnership.
of it. Given the bent of the FAA's and Ms. Petro’s
statements, there is no reason these commons
will escape the US’s reckless visions of domina- y 5 o
it b ekt th the LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
absence of the ability to defy its government’s or- Online p of family and its values. It is = body shaming or crass and administration, People from | many like me who have a programme but this is a
ders, NASA's position risks endangering interna- In the report, "SC seeks time that there is some sort | coarse comments should the State can now do the commerce background. But, | course that is not even
tional cooperation - an enviable edifice assem- regulatory steps against of censorship machinery to [ have their heads examined. | same thing with Hindi. all of sudden, our hard work | found in most of the top
bled over decades in the face of an expensive, ‘vulgarity’ online” {(March 4), | rein in those managing CN. Aravind, P, Vasudeva Rao, and aspirations have been colleges. For the last three
perilous, time-consuming affair - in space flight, the counsel's argument that | social media platforms. Bengahury Secunderabad destroyed by the National years, since the Central
often with NASA input. Irrespective of Ms. Petro’s his client — the YouTuber Seshagirl Row Karry, Testing Agency and Delhi University Entrance Test
tenure at NASA, her words indicate that the helm- who is now in trouble — Wyderabad Go forth and multiply This is a strange, immature University after a change in | was introduced, B.Com
sperson is not beyond being expected to further “had no sense of humour® The Tamil Nadu Chief and unwarranted piece of the eligibility criterion. (Hons) was a course that
Mr. Trump's inflammatory rhetoric, if not agen- and that “the prohibition Online vulgarity is a major Minister MK, Stalin’s advice | advice and will dull the Mathematics is now a anyone who did either
da, in space and as well as on the ground. The would affect his livelihood concern as it remains to people in the State to perception of Mr. Stalin compulwuubncl, mathematics/applied
cooperation must resist this. Given the Trump ad- and that of his 280 unchecked and uncensored. | have more children as a having a “strong and clear replacing the earlier option mathematics or
ministration’s attitudes towards other coopera: om, " is ludicrous, Unless a controversy breaks | way to handle the mind”. of We were could apply
tive efforts, such as the fight against climate Self restraint must form a out, the purveyors continue | delimitation issue is M.C. Vijay Shankar, informed about the change | for. This unfair decision
change, which demand internationalism over part of forethought. Of late, | to ply their trade unmindful | strange. Instead, he could Chenna recently. Is this the affects thousands.
pnMndalhm it is imperative that national and social media platforms have | of the fact that they are advise them to learn Hindi. “inclusivity” that Delhi Shaivy Srivastava,
| space including the Indian content that will have a transgressing all limits. Under British rule, people Admission criterion University and testing New Delhv
Space Research Organisation, come together to harmful effect on innocent When comedy tums puerile | from Tamil Nadu mastered Getting a B.Com (Hons) seat | agencies talk about? Delhi Letters emailed to
cultivate mechanisms to resist unilateral action in and sensitive minds and it coases to be wholesome the alien language, English, at Delhi University north University says that we can lettersthehindu.co.in
space, if not prevent it altogether, affect the age-old institution | and those who laugh at and dominated the British campus is a dream for apply for the B.Com must carry the postal address.
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Designing India’s Al Safety Institute

ndia's Artificial Intelligence
(AD ambitions took a

Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that
the country would launch an
indigenous Al model and establish
an Al Safety Institute (AISD) under
the Safe and Trusted Pillar of the
IndiaAl Mission.

Rather than relying on rigid
regulations that may quickly
become outdated, governments
worldwide are establishing AISIs
to address potential Al risks, Since
2023, the UK., the US.,
Singapore, and Japan, among
others, are setting up AISks. These
are not just government-backed
research/testing institutes, but a
part of the global AISI network
that seeks to facilitate “common
technical understanding of Al
risks”. Recently, the UK.s AISI
unveiled its open source platform
called ‘Inspect’ to evaluate models
in a range of areas such as their
core knowledge, ability to reason,
and autonomous capabilities. The
U.S.s AISI convened an

inter- o
tackle national security and public
safety risks posed by AL

design, and rigorous testing. Each
of these initiatives underscores the
need for technical rigour and

India-specific solutions
India must imminent
local concerns. A critical issue is
Al systems’ inaccuracy and their

Technology (MeitY) announced
that the AISI is set to operate on a
hub-and-spoke model,
collaborating with academic
institutions, startups, industry
players, and government
departments. This will ensure that
India’s unique socioeconomic
landscape, linguistic diversity, and
technological gaps are addressed.
India's vibrant startup
ecosystem offers valuable lessons.

Anatomy of three riot-like situations

' provocative content before it goes viral

rudl content in their districts.

monitoring open plat-
lorms suchas Mbouk and X
is one challenge, monitoring
private channels such as
WhatsApp and Telegram is
close to impossible. For in-
stance, in 2022, there was dis-
turbance in Hubballi after a
WhatsApp video showed a saf-

for criticising the ruling party.
There was a sudden spike in
the number of sedition cases
booked over social media
posts in the 2019-2022 period.
According to a study by Article
14, in 2021, Karnataka featured
first on the list of the number
of people booked for sedition
for social media posts in the
20102021 period.

It has been proved time and
again that only community
outreach and trust between
the local police, leadership,
and the community can pre-

The is to identify
Startups such as Karya are tackling stmdardisednmmmywmﬂd
the problem of unrep enable
data by empowering rural mlltidudplinary research by
communities to create ensuring all stakeholders speak
hquuahydmsﬂxinlndizn the same language when
languages. Others are evaluating Al systems and also K.V. Aditya Bhardwaj
multililguil Al development, clearly attrib ibiliti adhitya.baradwagp thehindu co.in X tak
Lasd, Govemment ivity and across the Al supply chain.
Afairs, Ikigai Law accessibility. These efforts Second, India's AISI must also fter the Delhi Assemb-
highlight how India-specific support the creation of an ly election results
solutions can address technical international notification were announced, a so-
chall while ing social for Al model cial media post showing Op-
equhy. India's AISI should build on | development. This framework position leaders Rahul Gand-
such initiatives. would encourage AISIs worldwide hi, Akhilesh Yadav, and Arvind
The Indian AISI is already to share information about the Kejriwal being scantily clad, | (UAPA), 1967, and handed ov-
seeking to advance indigenous purpose and potential impact of with Arabic verses written on | er the probe to the National In-
research and development, pmvcrful Al models. Such their bodies, sparked tensions | vestigation Agency amidst op-
Indian datasets. Under | transparency would enal in Udayagiri, a locality with a | position to invoking the UAPA
Associate, Bigai Law the Safe and Trusted pillar, the ool governance and help significant Muslim poj n “unwarranted”. In the
IndiaAl Mission has already India prepare digital infrastructure in Mysuru, on the of Fe- | Udayagiri case, the police
selected eight nsible Al furﬂns:ﬁdzpkwylmmof bruary 10. have booked rioting cases
Projects and launched a second advanced Al sys A large crowd gathered in | against vandals.
round of Expression of Interest. India’s I:zdenihip within the front of Udayagiri police sta- The police in Karnataka
This focuses on critical areas such | Global South places it in a unique tion demanding action against | seem to be struggling with
as watermarking and labelling, position to champion inclusive Al the man who had put up the | how multiple elements - ex-
ethical Al frameworks, risk governance. Many emerging post. Though the police ar- | treme communal polarisa-
and jes lack the and rested him, there were ru- | tion, hate speeches, and or-
deep-fake detection tools. technical expertise to establish mours that he was being re- | ganised provocative content
Simultaneously, our AlSIshould | their own AISls. India can lead a leased on bail. A local Maulvi | on social media - feed each
collaborate with global AISIs to collective effort in the Global reportedly addressed the | other in a vicious cycle online
understand and mitigate global South to co-develop Al safety crowd with a provocative | and in the real world. In an at-
risks. It should nke aleaf fromthe | frameworks and evaluation speech, which allegedly incit- | tempt to address this pro-
Bletchley Declaration, signed at metrics to tackle local challenges. ed violence. The crowd threw | blem, the police h:\! begun
the UK. Al SafetySmnrm( which The MeitY-UNESCO stones at the police, injuring | social media i cells
focuses on global threats such as collaboration on India's Al 14 personnel. at the district level. Police
cybersecurity threats and readiness provides a strong This is the third riot-like sit- | have filed numerous suo motu
disinformation. foundation byldzmifylmgaps in uation that has been created | cases whenever they come
ethical development and in Karnataka over the last five | across such “inflammatory
[¥ d di 1! of AL L years. The earlier incidents | and derogatory” content.
India’s AISI cannot operate in lhm insights, Im:ﬁsAlSl can occurred in D.J. Halli in Benga- However, the challenge is to
isolation. To effectively govern Al, deve]upcom luru in August 2020 and Hub- | identify such potentially pro-
it must strike a balance b and guidelines that balli in April 2022. Each time, | vocative content before it goes
local relevance and global promote both safe Al development the script has been the same. | viral and leads to law-and-or-
li 'This requires ad d deple id l In the earlier cases too, | der situations. The limited
international standards while w the ongoing projects large crowds of Muslims gath- | software that the district cells
adapting them to India's context. under IT Ministry’s IndiaAl ered outside police stations to | have is not compatible with re-
Interoperability is l'zy, asit Mission, India is focusing on lodge complaints against pro- | gional languages, does not
enables seamless collaboration themes such as machine vocative social media posts | read what is written on images
and accountability across borders. | unlearning, synthetic data against Islam. Even as the pol- | (as was the problem in the
A crucial first step is to establish Al bias mitiy and ice arrested those responsible | Udayagiri case), and scans on-
India’s AISI a global standardised Al privacy-enhancing tools, These for the posts, the anger of the | ly posts but not the comments
should develop Today, technical can serve as the building blocks of mob did not subside and even- | section of these posts.

1 tools experts, policymakers, social a robust Al safety ecosystem. tually turned against the pol- This has essentially left pol-
and fi rks. and legal ional India’s A1S1 should develop ice. In DJ. Halli, the police | ice personnel at these cells
At the same may use varying inol for i tools and fi ¥ opened fire, killing four. with no option but to surf

" p ' discussing Al-related concerns. that embed responsible Al ‘The Bharatiya Janata Party, | through the vast volumes of
time, It must This divergence and the inherent | principles by design. At the same which was in power in the | content on social media to
actively engage complexity of Al systems creates time, it must actively engage with State during the first two dis- | check for objectionable con-
with the global communication barriers mzpobaluslmwurktommre turbances, btmkzdthe Unlzw tent. They also have lists of ac-
AISI network A and collab ful Activities (F counts that are prone to post

vent ol

In D.J. Halli and Hubballi,
the crowds were allegedly
brought together by what are
seen as “Muslim parties”,
which have been accused of
trying to thrive on religious
polarisation. In Udayagiri, the
crowd was allegedly assem-
bled by a Maulvi. In all these
cases, those who mobilised
the crowds initially to capital-
ise on the inflammatory con-
tent failed to control it even-
tually, even when they tried
to, say the police.

But these instances show
that this is not merely a polic-
ing problem; it is a larger so-
cial and political issue. With
the minority community fre-
quently coming under attack
both online and offline by Hin-
dutva groups, religious polari-
sation has intensified, and
pent-up frustration is spilling
on to the streets.

Government talks big on gender budget, delivers little

sujarat allocates more than 37% of its Bt

DATA POINT I

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The MA@ Rindn.

ment. Around 10 ministries/de-

Shabana Mitra,
Sharavni Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

he Union and State govern-

ments regularly talk about

their commitment to wo-
men's empowerment. One of the
four pillars of a Viksit Bharat 2047
is mahila or woman. The Finance
Minister mentioned women sever-
al times in her 74-minute speech
during the Union Budget.

One of the most powerful tools
to show commitment to the cause
of women's empowerment is
through fiscal backing. This year,
the gender budget has increased to

reported more
than 30% of their allocations to
gender-related schemes for FY
202526.

In her Budget speech, the Fi-

the allocation to the Agriculture

Kisan) scheme, which falls under
Part C. Under the scheme, income
support of 16,000 per year in

nance Minister mentioned in- | three equal instalments is provid-
creased allocations to women and | ed to all land-holding farmer fami-
said that this has been made possi- | lies. However, since the land that

ble by increasing funds for wo-
men-ed enterprises. The Budget
mentions several promises for wo-
men and women led-develop-
ment, especially in the micro,
and -meds :

In 202324, 64.5% of women (15-
59 years) mzd childcare and per-
sonal ulhemason

(MSME) space. But is the Budget
really going to cater to all this?
Only 0.7% of the gender budget
has been allocated to the Ministry
of MSMEs (Chart 3). The Ministry
offers schemes such as the Mahila

to women, whereas Maharashtra allocates a mere 3%

Tipping the scales

The data for
the charts were
sourced from
India’s Budget
documents.
They include
the author’s
computation of
gender budgets
Chart 1: The chart

shows the propartion
of the Union Budget

Y

¥

for not working, ing the ur-
gent need for childcare ”M““.

(]

and the Poshan 2.0 scheme have
only been allocated 3.9% of the
gender budget. More importantly,

p &5
ss 38 sa
itis a2 41
here that there is a
o separote gender 32
budget in the overafl
Budget; this term
simply refers ool the 2
aflocations to gender-
refoted schemes undey
various ministries and
Geportments 16 Pl 1 s

8.9% of the overall Budget. Chart 1 | Coir Yojana, the Entrepreneurship | this share has not increased signif-
shows the gender budget over the | and Skill Development Pro- | icantly in the past few years.
years as a share of the overall Bud- | gramme, and dle Scheme of Fund Approximately 17.5% has been
get (in Itis i for of Traditional In- | alk i to the Pradhan Mantri
to note here that there is no sepa- | dustries. The allocation for skill [ Awas Yojana (housing scheme). Al-
rate gender budget in the overall | development of women in the en- | so, 8.9% of the gender budget has
Budget; this term simply refers to | trepreneurial space is only ¥384 | been allotted to the Mahatma mmd 100 e
all the allocations to gender-relat- | crore, which is 0.0009% of the | Gandhi National Rural Employ-  sonder budget over
ed schemes under various minis- | gender budget. Surprisingly, the | ment Guarantee Scheme. While years »
tries and departments. Ministry of Skill Development and | these schemes do empower wo- )

Where does the money go? Gen- trepreneurship and the Capaci- | men, n is lmponanl lo invest in mm;m &
der budgets have three compo- | ty Building and Skill ! i provide women and girts;
nents: Part A comprises schemes | Scheme under the Ministry of | child and elderly czn I'nr long- Port & Schemes with 2
with 100% provision for women | Electronics and Information Tech- | term empowerment. For a Viksit ~ 30.99% aflocations for LJd P
and girls; Part B comprises | nology has only been allocated | Bharat, there needs to be women and girls 2 Rk, 1
schemes with 3099% allocations | around 0.23% of the gender im!slmcms towards women-led ~ PC s"":"" it d [ pap
for women and girls; and Part Cre- | budget. ' in the domains of o i
flects schemes with allocations for Almost 10% of the gender bud- and finance. of the provision FY06 L1 FYa1 Fr26
women and girls below 30% of the | get has been allocated to the De- Further, the Smcs have varied

provision. Part C was introduced | p of School Edu and es with allocating funds  Chart 3: The fthe

only in the 2024-25 Budget. Over | Literacy and the Department of | to women- :enm: programmes. rﬂ-wwmh“
time, as seen in Chart 2, the pro- | Higher Education. Education and | Gujarat allocates more than 37% of Mantri A 2
portion of Part A has decreased | technical training are among the | its budget to women, whereas Prachan Man Aves Yona (Housigt
and the proportion of Part B has | pillars of sustainable longterm | Maharashtra allocates a mere 3%. o

increased.

Since the inception of the con-
cept of a gender budget, the high-
est number of ministries/depart-
ments (49) have reported
allocations  for gender-related
schemes this year. Twelve new mi-
nistries/departments have
ed allocations for gender-related
schemes this year. This indicates
that there is a push to diversify the
gender budget from the Ministry
of Women and Child Develop-

growth. They provide a highly lit-
erate and skilled workforce. These
investments will also effectively
close the gender gap in the labour
market. Investments such as these
are a step towards Viksit Bharat.
The agricultural industry that
has contributed the most to the in-
creased female labour force parti-
cipation rate over the years has on-
Iy been allotted 4.2% of the gender
budget. Interestingly, 5,000
crore out of the 8,739 crore of

Therefore, though there is
much conversation about women
being the pillars of economic
growth in India, the Union and
State governments are not backing
really this promise. Without state
support, it is going to be challeng-
ing to achieve gender parity or
work towards women-led develop-
ment.,

Shabvana Mitra, Sharaws Prakash and
Anjhara Ramesh are researchers at ICRIER

fducator-ODegariment of School (dvmm and Literacy & mmmd»o¢e ducation
DA .
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France may offer Indian
firms sub-contracts in W. Asia

New Delhi, March 4: France is likely to place
substantial orders for equipment by way of
sub-contracts with Indian firms both in the
public and the private sector for the large
number of development projects being set up
with its assistance in the West Asian countries.
&:ds\b-cmmcnmwﬂlbenndeund«

ch for devel ion which
mnmnliymdu‘dimmwimw De
Moriel, leader of the official French economic
delegation, which is now in the capital. Mr. De
Moriel called on the Union Finance Minister, Mr.
C. Subramaniam, this evening and had talks
with him lasting for over 30 minutes.

France is also likely to provide assistance for
the construction of submarine pipe lines for the
transportation of crude oil to the coast from the
Bombay High off-share oil-fields when the
development wells in the area are completed
and start commercial production. The Union
Finance Ministry is understood to have drawn
up a large number of areas in which technical
co-operation between France and India could be
established. The object of Mr. De Moriel's
present visit to India is to make a “tour de
horizon" of the entire gamut of development
cooperation between the two countries both
within India and in the third countries. The
slb_u!cts ldmnﬁzdbyﬂlcl-‘hina Ministry cover

TS, communications,

agriculture, oil exploration, etc.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 5, 1925
Tax on sea passengers in
Burma

Rangoon, March 4: The expulsion of the
Offender Bill and Tax on Sea Passengers’ Bill,

F————— .5 == Frp— blished by the G for criticism, have
el A ofa gender budget, the highest elicited ¢ of the press, ol
ol Jeans Indian and Burman opinkm The
mrm " (45) hove reparted aftocutions Bill is to authorise expulsion of Non-Burmans
4.2 - » convicted of criminal offences or ordered to
Saksham Angamwadi and Poshan 2.0 yoar. Tweke e niniolrine/ furnish security for good behaviour. The second
35 departments have reported ity 3
wa‘mmm::ni ollacations for gender-refoted bmhnpmenn;;)fﬁvempecsonl‘:r:m
S— schemes this yeor entering Burma by sea to prevent
e o et N Bl revenue from non-payment of capitation tax in
%‘n T Lower Burma and Thathameda in Upper Burma

by immigrants.
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Kashmir university has a

plan to help

farmers manage a dry summer

Kashmir had a dry winter this year, with a rainfall deficit of around 80% in anticipation, researchers at SKUAST have prepared planting and adaptation strategies
for farmers in the region; this indludes measures to preserve moisture, micro-irrigation, crop rotation plans, and the creation of a seed stock

Hirra Azmat

rom seed distribution to crop

calendars, the Sher-e-Kashmir

University of Agricultural

Sciences and Technology
(SKUAST) has an action plan to tackle the
dry conditions it expects in Kashmir this
summer.

Kashmir has had a dry winter this year,
with the months of January and February
recording a rainfall deficit of around 80%.
Even though the weather department had
forecast a wet spell until February 28,
there has also been a significant shortfall
of snow in Kashmir, plus the attendant
consequences.

Crop contingency plan

Experts have previously warned that if the
dry weather continued, it could lead to a
drought-like situation in the subsequent
spring and summer. They have also
stressed that it could severely affect
water-dependent sectors such as irrigated
agriculture (paddy), horticulture,
hydroelectric power production, and
even drinking water supply.

Forests are also at risk of wildfires and
a few have already been reported.

In anticipation, researchers at SKUAST
have prepared pl.ammg and adapmmn
strategies for farmers in the region.

Asif Bashir Shikari, head of the
National Seed Project at SKUAST, said
Kashmir has been experiencing erratic
weather for several years now. This year,
the snowless winter has left the region in
a precarious situation.

He added that SKUAST has prepared a
“crop contingency plan" led by its
vice-chancellor, Nazir Ganai, for short-
and long-term mitigation of a drought-like
situation.

“Briefly, our action plan for these
weather fluctuations operates on two
fronts. First, on logistics support, what we
provide to farmers and other stakeholders
in terms of benefits and supportina
situation like drought; and second, it
comprises farm advisory services,” Asif
said. "Among agricultural inputs, seed
availability is the most important,
especially in drought-like conditions,
where having the right planting material
is paramount.”

“Annually, we require 1.5 lakh quintals
of seed, with farmers specifically
depending on certified seed. To meet this
demand, the university produces at least
100 quintals of breeder seed of field and
vegetable crops,” he added.

The scientist stressed that in case of a
drought-like situation, he and his peers
recommend the consumption of crops
other than rice and “accordingly facilitate
the enhanced seed availability of
drought-tolerant maize varieties and
hybrids, such as SMC-8 and SMH-5, and

The old Mehjoor Nagar Bridge on February 19, 2025, following a prolonged dry spell in Srinagar. P11

pulses, as these crops are more resilient
to dry conditions. Pulses, in particular,
require less water and can still produce a
reasonable yield with minimal losses.”

Helping crops survive
“Apart from seed management, we
emphasise implementing other drought
For vegetable crops,
techniques like mulching — covering the
topsoil with material such as bark, wood
chips, leaves, and other organic material
in order to preserve moisture and
improve the soil condition — can be
practiced,” Asif said.

Experts also recommended using
antitranspirant agents, which block
plants from releasing water into the air.
Similar measures are applied to
harticultural crops like apples.

“We also promote micro-irrigation
systems, such as drip irrigation, by
installing demonstration units in farmers’
fields. Water-saving technologies such as
mist sprayers are already in use in saffron
fields,” according to Asif. “Through these
combined efforts, we aim to help farmers
adapt to changing weather conditions and
sustain agricultural productivity”

Helping crops survive also means
keeping pests at bay. With rising
temperatures, pests that were previously
docile have become invasive and more
active. For example, a common pest
called aphids completes its life cycle
much faster and produces more
generations per year in warmer weather.
Leaf miner blotch, a pest of apple crops,
has graduated from being a minortoa
major concern for the same reason,
researchers said. “This necessitates
issuing advisories to farmers and
suggesting innovative chemical control

e

We cultivate fodder seeds in Jammu.
Last year, we produced 300 quintals

“Efficient irrigation methods like drip
and micro-sprinkler systems, along with
organic soil amendments and foliar
nutrition, can s:nhancc res:hmce and

of foundation seed and supplied it to
the Department of Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry

measures in such situations,” Zafar
Mehdi, associate professor in the Division
of Basic Sciences and Humanities at
SKUAST, said.

The action plan has multiple categories
of advisory services. “The meteorological
department provides weather data, and
based on that, we develop crop
calendars.” These calendars specify
normal crop cycles as well as alternate
crops that should be planted in case of
drought conditions,” Zafar added.

“Take Budgam, for example, a
significant vegetable-producing region,”
Asif said. “Abrupt climatic changes in the
Kashmir Valley, including rising
temperatures and [incidence of | drought,
threaten vegetable crop production.
Kharif vegetables, particularly those from
the Solanaceae and Cucurbitaceae
families, suffer from heat and water
stress, affecting germination, pollen
sterility, growth, and yield”

The corresponding interventions in
this scenario, he continued, include
selecting heat-tolerant crops to plant, like
fava bean, and cowpea, as well as
short-duration varieties.

He also suggested adjusting the
planting schedules, using improved
seedling production techniques, and
employing technigues that conserve soils’
nutrients and moisture.

The Webb space telescope captured this new view of barred spiral galaxy NGC 2283 in just 10 minutes of observing time, showcasing the light from clouds of hydrogen gas
heated by young stars, as well as the stars themselves. ESA/WEBE, NASA & CSA A LEROY

ensure le production,”
Asif added.

A persistent problem
Unlike food crops, however, fruit crops
can't be rescued by crop rotation. They
need direct mitigation strategies. “For
example, advisories outline the necessary
sprays for early blooming, including
applications of growth regulators,”
according to Asif. “If almond trees blnom
early, specific measures are
protect the fruit. Similarly, in the event ol
water loss, sprays containing

i and other ial
dlelmcals are recommended.”

He added that the availability of fodder
seed has also been a persistent problem
because the local production of seeds is
limited. And in a drought-like situation,
the production drops further.

“Since fodder is typically harvested at
the green stage, seed production does not
occur within the valley. However, seed
production is essential, and the university
has taken significant steps in this regard.
As part of a strategic approach, we
cultivate fodder seeds in the Jammu
region. lzs! year, we produced

300 quintals of dati
seed and supplied it to the Department of
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry for
further multiplication,” Asif said.

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
Jjournalist who writes extensively on health
and the environment. Her stories have
appeared in various local and national
publications. azmathirra@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The action plan for weather
fluctuations supports farmers
by providing logistics, farm
advisory services, and breeder
seed produced by SKUAST.
The right planting material is
paramount in drought-like
conditions

-

Researchers aid with drought
mitigation strategles like
mulching. They also advise on
the use of anti-transpirant
agents, promate
micro-irrigation systems, and
develop crop calendars which
specify alterate crops to be
planted in case of drought

v

Fruit crops can't be rescued
by rotation. They need direct
mitigation, which includes
sprays for eady blooming and
growth regulaters. In the
event of water loss, sprays
containing anti-transpirants
and other chemicals are
recommended

QUESTION CORNER

A finger on the carbon button

| intensityisa
- useful way to
measure how
much carbon a particular
sector is emitting and how it
has increased or decreased
over time. Usually, sectors
have their own ways to
measure their progress.

The steel sector may focus
on the number of tonnes
produced annually; the
medical insurance sector may
focus on the number of claims
successfully fulfilled; and HR
services may focus on how
many hours of unproductive
work they may have done
away with.

The government of a
country may also measure its
own development by tracking,
say, the GDP per capita.

In a world that is warming
rapidly and desperately needs
to reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions, carbon intensity
adjusts those existing metrics
to include the amount of
carbon dioxide produced.

For example, the carbon
intensity of the steel sector
can be measured as the
number of tonnes produced
per tonne of carbon dioxide

A country's carbon intensity can be understood by dividing
the growth in GDP per capita by the carbon dioxide emitted.
REUTERS

emitted. An entire country's carbon intensity can
be understood by dividing the growth in GDP
per capita by the amount of carbon dioxide
emitted. And so on.

Recently, China said it had lowered its carbon
intensity by 3.4% in 2024, missing its target of
3.9%. Some economists have said its road ahead
is difficult considering China has committed to
having its carbon emissions peak before 2030.

— Vasudevan Mukunth

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page”
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uncertain times
recoveryof the Indian economy toa 6.2% growthin
mmmqumrmawzs fmmt!wmmcdcmmm
of 5.6%in th
pected. Several i
from the lows the economy had reached, and the data re-
leased by the National Statistics Office (NSO) last week are
thercforewelcome. The recovery would take growth for the
yearsofarto6,1%. mNSOhualmmhi«luWkibes-
timates for full-year estimate
ol 6.4%. The rwiu'd ewimau-s for last year’s growth dmw

2%in 2023-24. B
there hasbcm ldm!cnlmn in the recent quarters, The
6.2%gr h sxmmfonhe full
yeamunlil\u, tobemet b

grmhmchlhrhmhqmmrwiﬂhawmbnhigh 7.6%.
The primary sector, including agriculture, has shown
good performance, growing from 1.8%in the same quarter
last year to 5.2%. But manufacturing and services sectors
showed a decline from 12.4% and 8.3% last year to 4.8%
and 7.4%, respectively. These sectors may continue to
show weakness because of global uncertainties resulting

unex:
fansboatod g

COMMENT

AD HOC REFORM

Retired judges for
backlogrelief

Article 224A allows stipulating that retired judges could  cialstep,as prolonged delays in resolv-
retired fud t only serve if the Chief Justice deemed bmmuﬁmlmlmtlnngmm
4 judgesto it pecessary, and that the President iy
adi satein H the he f ishing in j n-
.dd‘!u icatein | IC‘:" placed a series of checks to prevent in- surhulhc mlt resolution nkvimlml
significantly reducing appropriateexercise of this power. The  appeals is both a constitutional neces-
pcndcncy of several - sityand a I
I s Temporary
B ARVIND SREVATSA AND tifiable influences. However, as we have noted, the causes
SAAI SUDHARSAN SATHIVAMOORTHY However, for many years, this provi-  of the pendency issue are several and
sion stayed essentially inert, a consti- both the supply and de dsidk
he issue of judicial backlog in  tutional curio gathering dust in legal  Moreover, the appointment of ad hoc
India’s High Courts has re: books. Only recently, when the crisis  judges tonly be a band-aid fix fail-
alarming proportions, threaten-  of judicial approached a break-  ing to with the lying causes
ing the promise of timely adjudication. h\upuinl did dlem\nl valueol Article  of the issue. Beyond court openings,
‘The numbers paint a grim picture: 62 Bymeans  various admi
lakh pending cases clog the system, ulunﬂmdﬁr«umm Lok Prahari  probi limit effici d
with criminal matters mnﬁn; for Though e-filing systems and comput-
18lakh isp erisation have around for some
A4 lak thuna it e et vy

mﬂm the pressing need for sym:mc
Jjudicial reforms to prevent an erosion
of public confidence in the rule of law.
The roots of this crisis run deep. From
tfu-dmul:d. .-idc.lhrljw‘l.Cnuns[m

from the tariff war unleashed by
US President Donald Trump. A
good part of India's exports may
beaffected by theemerging global
trade scenario.

The improved performance
in the third quarter is mainly
the result of higher government
spending and growth in private
consumption expenditure. These
are good auguries. Inflation is ex-
pected o moderate to 4.8% in the
current financial year. But there

Spending
spurs 6.2%
growth but
challenge

willbein
sustaining
momentum

;lx:;;:ruﬁmnn.nmnsiw »:n'('l':;!'-
ten excessive - government litigation,
and fast shifts in socioeconomic lev:

els. Fr_\xr) dls‘ supply side, pmu:dm\l

practices, liberal case acceptance and
a high degree of judge vacancies have
slowed down disposal rates,

In response, the Supreme Court
has recently sought to adopt a proac-
tive approach in tackling the backlog.

bour-intensive, delay-sensitive paper
submissions and conventional court
procedures. Many High Courts, for
lnmn«. allow any mm; error in an
the
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SPEAKOUT

It (salary hike for MLAs) came upin the
meeting Therewereopinionsexpressed..,
We'llintroduce the revision
ofsalaries in the legislature
because it's beenalongtime.

HK Patil. Karnataka Minister

The only thing that the politicians seem to
agree on is raising their own pay.
Calvin

TOBE PRECISE

Delimitation concerns: Tamil Nadu CM wurges peaple to
ildren

m‘.’_"»
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have more chi

HIKE THE COST

provision of a physical copy,

s ordwlﬂnmm Ad hoc scheduling

waste precious court time.
Further mty‘pl.i‘uum the cﬁ_-dqn

I g time each
ds. Besides, excessive gov

faaem A&

is the risk of imported infl

created by trade issues. Thereisa

recovery in the labour market as well. It remains to be seen

if all this will sustain. Government investment may not
inueat the same level, i "bcmm:thcpowhst

ol th o lah sain, md
inany case, that maybc for the medium term. The impact
of the increase in consumption during the Kumbh Mela is
also unknown as of now. Private corporate investment is
diffident mainly because ¢ not ready to make
large investments for many reasons including global un-
cemmm-s mmnll smnuon is. rhmﬁn. lmnc!w:dby
India
will remain the lasle;s.t growing major economy but may

Groundwater crisis:
Stepup action

ndia is facing its worst groundwater crisis in history
with water resourc !asl depleti lnd ilable wa
ter getting i inated. A recent study
found that about 450 cubic kilometres of groundwater
was lost in northern India during 2002-2021. Climate
change will further accelerate the depletion in the coming
ymm'mcsmdv conducted by experts from the National

hInstitute(NGRI)in Hyderabad said
decmhsed rainfall during the monsoons and warming of
winters willincreaseirrigation water demand and reduce
gmundwalcr m‘lnrgc Mrcady there is exploitative ex-

Government agencies, whether state

INPERSPECTIVE
Findingstability
ingrowth

Throughits directionsin Lok Prahariv. v, Unlonnllndh aConstitution Bench o federal, often jump into lawsuits | Karnataka's upcoming challenges like water namty.
Union of India, the Court has breathed the Supreme Court revitalised it in  as their go-t0 response, dragging old budget must balance outdated practices, and inade-
mﬁkmwAnkalMoltlw&nui 202I The Courl laid down compre- fights back to court or challenging i mimm:rwtkamm
tution, hensive every decision that doesn't go their way economicexp shows that i in
tositand actas judges of High Courts.  tion. Pertinently, the recent directions - even when there’s hardly any money with social equity cultural R&D delivers Inx,h re
Article 224A was introduced through  of the Court, by keeping in abeyance  atstake, Organising screening mecha- s, rmmiﬂmeﬂ%
the 15th Amendment to the Constitu-  the in its eardi- i 20 annually. However, insufficient
tion in 1963, at a period when the gov- er Judgement dated April 20, 2021, d I s work. RAJESHWARI UR funding has Ieﬁ rural incomes
ermment was trying 1o find efficient  have removed the hurdles in theway  No doubt the mechanism under Ar- mfum Increased investment
means to increase me bendn strength ol appoimlm ml h«-jmiaes The ear  ticle 224A aligns with practices of Can- arnataka’s upcoming in irrigation, crop diversifica-
of High Courts. ada, South Africa and the UK. While budgﬂ presents an op- tion, and nwdeumchnohys
(heChHJuniceohmgh Court, with Al mAmO{y if the High Court ~ the appointment of ad hoc judges may can’ boost
prior consentof the President, may  already had B0% of their regular posi- ~ offerimmediaterelief, long-term sulu- ableeconomic growth whileen- mnmhen food security.
invitearetired judgeof thesame or dil- - tons filled. ibility. With
ferent High Courttosit temporarilyas  The Court has now allowed High umdy filling up of permanent vacan- | the state’s economy projected  Disparities in
an ad hoc judge. Courts to appoint ad hoc judges up to nd improving judicialinfrastruc- | o expand, the budget must - development
The original goal was clear: address  10% of their sanctioned strength, with m allocate resourc-  Issuesolregional disparity and
temporary caseload rises without a minimum of two and a maximum of  tem lor appointing ad hoc judges can | € to maximise long-term de  social equity in Karmataka re-
calling for a long-term judicial expan- n\eperuuh(,uunT‘ ap hi results. Suchre- | velopment. By learning from  quire urgent attention, as the
sion - a sensible, | strategy i bur-  for lise thy past chal ~ such as rev-  state faces significant imbal-
based on resources, Furthermore, thc dcmxm-d:ﬁcrmuurhdimmA nlmmulju-ﬁccwhil:lnlpmgﬁmr enue deficits and regional dis-  ancesin between
Mnmcnwydtbnmamngmln g i directi he nation's devel | d | parities - Karnataka can craft  urban and rural areas. Urban
that ad hoc judges will serve on bench-  institutional seability, a budget that strengthens in-  centres like Bcnylum bene-
azmdlnumn:iplﬂhcmdtpendm« longside sitting judges, focusi (The i the b K fit from sub
of the judiciary must ding criminal Thisisacrw-  Madras High Court) like eds and i e while many [\r’I
A well-balanced nppmnd\ Data from the Economic Sur-
prioritising both welfare and  vey of Knrrmnh reveals that
dmmit htndhs with G Dulel:lt
cprogress| npumpm ross ct
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE Peaduct (GDDP) of
cal stability. Rs6,21131, surpassing the state
Notthelastwordyet e e o
nataka is caj expenditure - Kannada, Udupi. Chikmagalur,
X which plays a crucial role in - and Bengaluru Rural districts,
Typewnters never really not be any news better tohear than the  following Richard Polt's 2017 book The | long-term infrastructure de-  all of which also exceed the
t did returnof the typewriter. Typewriter Revolution, Poets, writers, | velopment, For 2024-25, the  state average. In contrast, the
wentaway, we di The demand is strategic and is no  artists, and even students are putting | capital outlayissetat Rs 52903  lowest per capita incomes
less nostalgic. Initially ob- ds to paper and finding pk in | crore, marking only a 3% in-  are foundin Kalabu
SUDHIRENDAR SHARMA sdm in the digital age. typewriters the familiaracoustics. The | creaseovertherevisedestimate  Belagavi, Koppal, II:?' Yadpr
aslow but noticeable ings love the clickety-dack | for 2023-24. Given Bengaluru's  districts - four of which belong
resurgence. German politicians are  of typewriters. They are using the an- | status as both a global IThub  to the historically underde-
taging a come- mmgc Ting a return to using i dmachi ¥ and a rapidly growing urban  veloped Kalyana-Karnataka

bntl(. aml llm is undoubtedly
breaking news. Everybody who

typewriters for producing 'ccminvc
documents in the wake of the US sur-

from computers and the internet,
There is more to it than meets our

centre, this limited rise raises
concerns, s substantial invest-

region « where incomes are
mpmadma(ﬂy 1.5 times lower

allover y. Accordingto has one and didi't know it had value  veillance scandal. The eyes. T USE OUF SENses 10 | mentsarenecessar age.
th:lndquuerPotul the country uses 25% of all ground- now allof a sudden knows it has value.  ment too took similar measures after vomuonummlng-mm which de- mlmwmm This stark disparity under-
water extracted globally: this is more than the combined ‘The humble typewriter, once a uaple the spillover impact of was like acom- scores the need for targeted
consumption of the US and China. The World Bank had of offices, still holds a place of nostal Pﬂ:'ﬂ"y avel : WEW?"? &mm ecosystems. Data suggest that  fiscal policies that Pﬂﬂuﬂ:
once estimated that 60% of the country's ground: dp 8 e level, however, it attention. o - - 900 i
: ey e T is ng incidents of cybererime swndo’lhcrcmmwlmlpmdumn stall eritical pro-  frastruct derd
blocks would be in a critical condition by 2025. The year the antique typew are Iling people to live an  unique that is jects,d il m.r"as to promote balanced
has already arrived, A UN report has said that some Myproud jon, Smith Corona, logue life. Itis forci I transferred onto the words, and undermine long-term pro-  growth and reduce socio-
parts of the lndﬂ‘--pscqc b}““‘ havc already passed the is far from being merely a relic of the — away from technology, enforcingthem — IfGlobal Typewriter Market Report | ductivity - posing a significant — economic inequalities. Addi-
groundwater depletion tipping point. pm Itembodiesa ricn mpmryn( sto- totalk Jess on the mobile. And for this - 2024 is any indication, the typewriter nﬂurlnlmhublhymh tionally, ndopﬂlu gendcr re-
Many schemes such as the Atal Bhujal Yojana were Ties, int Aary rvgm: more people meet across the - market will grow at a d an- | isanocherp m i ther
launched to ensure sustainable use of water for drinking, o Liahncneny nual m}: :j" h‘l’:“ mﬁ:" e natalet dell. of devel v sl beneli
3 P 2030. mechanical arnataka's revenue def jevelopmen nefits,
h"‘ﬂsadnnb' Mdh‘::'" rumm b‘: - and it had instantly raised my bevel as ~ The much talked about espionage  of the typewriters will fuel its resur- | cit which had been relatively emy E«)mm. and foster
the problem has only worsened. c e awriter. The keyboard to me sounded — casemay have giventhemarketafillip, - gence, Typewriters never really went | controlled in earlier years is  inchusive growth.
mmd“ulw-;sﬂ[ mterb :!Hmwl ontamination like musical notes. Forme, therecould ~ buttypewritershad gainedacomeback  away; we onlydid. projecied o nearly doublein _ Furshermore, Karnataka
wells in Punjab and Hary- t mm&ng al peri must adopt data-driven gov-
ana has pushed the water levels hasalso A8 4 percentage ernance, ensuring transpar-
far down. Unscientific extraction emerged asa .l";w:dm (l‘.(rg;sps‘:,n;\_-hmwnmnc :lqand dlndenq Inmum
2 b - ¢ uc e revenue  allocation. Leaming from past
of water, combined with the va- | JRETIRTIES LETTERS TO THE EDITOR defctfor 202 penditure |
!‘udme dansiof ol ospeciallyin edtobe 1%ofGSDP (Rs 27,354 the government should track
o i some pose ofthe couniry. [P A storytcllcr of courage and conviction e b o e K
The government had formulated I refer to ‘Playing th i ider is not casy’ od lity. Her decision to depict Mulimchnncm in olCSDP for 2023-24. The rise  ing. Encouraging private
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ter and constrvc cxmmg = ing. nll‘cmgulhmu into her remarkable personality. amurder attempt, Mushtaq has bravely overcome these salaries and pensions. While  structureds without
harvesting pk water haven't Through her stories, Mushtaq sheds light on the trauma — challenges. Itis heartening to see that other writers have welfare programmes are vital ~ straining public finances,
mademuch progress. There s colossal wastage of waterat faced by her own Muslim community, playing a critical role  stood by her, providing a much-needed moral boost. It is for equity balancing themwith  The upcoming bucget must
domestic and other levels, The way forward is in ensuring unnim‘dcrwuhlmnobmvmom the livesof women  fervently hoped that her collection of stories will make it to P | beforward-looking
m’ulcrnwmnbould\cvnlucdmttr f in Asa writer, activist, social the shorthist and ultimately win the prize. tain infrastruc-  cli ious policies to
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munity and g " ve water. 1i X aod J el escalatin, e d Nnhmnmﬂ:‘:ltm
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o e t " reach. The proposed regulatory it must implement robust | thatevena2-3%GDPincreasein  ecological benefits, Ultimate-
nation is also high in many states, including Karnataka, : bal , TR ‘ bli P v oen
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engalury is more than just a city. It
is India’s innovation capital, a hub of
gluha.l talent, and the biggest driver

of economic growth in South India. With
the right leadership, it could setan exam-

mumclpal matters.
At the heart of this bill is the proposed
Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA), .\

PANORAMA
Whythe Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill should be rejected

10 create an unc | parallel

structure—the GBA-without any elected
mcmunlablin A wcll l'uncnomng MPC

\uu\ln\u\.u\\l 1o
bai &

yet lhc Cungn:ss gov

ernment b

unphnnr:d growth has led to rampant

Process 1o pu$h it lhmugh without trans-
purvm 'nk'drall 'Jll wasmlcasﬁl just two

bureaucratic superstructure i

,and local

by the chief minister and the B

ple for urban governance
planning, However,alack ofvision, efficien-
cy, and accountability in governance has
severely unpnm:d ns mlmsmnmur mo-
bility, and li

development mmmr This body, along
witha and pol-

bodiex Rather thanadd y
iclayer, th
».rrmgxlm- the \|PL mlegrah- technolo-

Ay
hichlasted onlythree days, giving citizens
barely any time to respo
The revised draft was not released,

lations of zoning hw‘i and madmudlc

nancial autonomy while maintaining a
unified oversight body for betterinter-zone
et Ry e e

inf c. The bill c
ﬂumﬂnmmu!mmmknwtxm-ruhn successfullyimph durban pk
planning policies. through the Greater Hyderabad Munici-

Al its core, the GBG Bill is a political
manoeuvre by the C government
to consolidate control over Bengaluru's

ticians, the keydec ke
ing power from local corporators, Instead
of empowering the directly elected BBMP
rej s, the bill reduces them to

these ith smart urban

mere while handing control to

planning, the Karnataka goy

MLAsandb

proposed the Greater Bengaluru Govern-
ance Bill (GBG Bill)—amove that will create
confusion, weaken local governance, and
hinder Bengaluru's long-term progress,
The Congress-led Karnataka govern-
ment’s GBG Bill is a politically motivated
|

The KMC Act, 1976, and BBMP Act,
2020, had granted corporators authority
over infrastructure, development, and
civic amenities in consultation with ward
committees. Underthe GBG Bill, MLAs will
hwwmarnnx control, opening the door

attempt to dermining
local governance md democratic decen-
tralisation. Far from improving govern-
ance, the bill erodes the autonomy of Ben-
galuru’s elected representatives and paves
the way lur bureaucratic overreach. ftvio-
fthe 74th Amendm

P I interference and favouritismin
local governance,

Bengaluru already has a constitution-
ally mandated Metropolitan Planning
Committee (MPC) responsible for region-
al coordination, mlm&lrumuv planning,
tead of

tothe C

The USis finally catching up with China’

Ins
g the MPC, the GBG Bill secks

gy-dr
& \

g
The GBG Bill wnll further i
Bengaluru's financial structure, leading
1o project delays and a lack of fiscal clarity.
Onnnﬂsmaprn.lwsalhcpnlpimlmspm
BHMF ranging
from three to ten separate entities. This
would require each corporation to have
its own administrative serup and budget,
leading to duplication of expenses and
wmlcd. taxpayer money, The GBA would

scrutiny. There
tushecnm'n wransparencyon whichdraft
will be sent to the legislature. This is not
governance—itis a deliberate suppression
of publicopinion.

Real challenges

Instead of focusing on core urban issues,
the GBG Bill ignores Bengaluru's most
pressing challenges. It offers no compre-

governments’ autonomy. The bill provides
no clarity on how revenue collection will
be managed across the multiple corpora-
tions—creating a recipe for financial mis-
management,

A bill with such far-reaching conse-
quences demands rigorous public debate

yto mcldt the city's nmun

ing the

Bangalore Mc(mp( litan Land Transport

Authority (BMLTA), it creates an additional
bureaucratic structure,

The bill also lacks a roadmap for wa-

ter conservation, flood management,

or ecological preservation. Bengaluru's

strategic playbook by incorporating minerals

intoits foreign policy, recognising the crucial role they play in national security

GRACELIN BASKARAN

or many years, while China

strategically secured miner

als from around the world, the

United States rarely used for

eign policy to obtain the min-

eralsit needs, That has finally
changed —and dramatically so. Within the
first40d: p

S Trump' 5
hasexpressed interest inacquiring Green-
land for its rare earths; annexing Canada,
with its vast reserves of uranium and cop-
per; and securing control over Ukraine’s
rare earths and titanium in exchange for
continued US support.

After the blowup between Trump and
President Volodymyr Zelenskyyon Friday
inthe Oval ()mce the fate of (he Ulu‘:nne
miner
beisstill “ready” 1o signa deal: on March

3, Trump said he did not believe the deal
was dead,

Whether the Ukraine deal iseventually
signed or not, incorporating mineralsinto
foreign policy is crucial for US national
security. However, without dedicating
government investment and diplomatic
resources — as China has done — this ini-

tiativer hol 1t y fail
todeliver any results.
Withlessthan 2% oftheworld'sreserves

ofrare carths, graphite, cobalt and nickel,
the United States must work closely with
resource-rich nations tomake sure Amer-
ican companies can get the minerals they
needtobuild, among other things, phones,
elecne i

ductors. China has similar challenges and
has xmd(- minerals diplomacy central to
its foreign policy. Despite accounting for
only l% [ IO“&. of global lithium, wball.
nickel and copper production, China im-

ports enough to process more than 65%
of some of these mculs and 90% of rare
earths, This level lis the outcome

Anew eraof minerals
diplomacy

ownership; existing mineral, oil and gas
operations are to remain exempt. Given
that the average time to develop a mine
from rﬂmnvdtmvwry to production is

of years of strategic industrial planning
1nd luml,n pohicy cﬂonsb) Bﬂ)mg

pp! ly 18 years, itwill take at least
that long—four mare US presidential elec-
non cycles— before the United States can

tobe from

Papp R
kof inerals dinl

I 'mm Ukrmnc

Chi
macy. The draft agreement with Ukraine
would reportedly createafund controlled
by the United States and Ukraine to re-
ceive future revenue from Ukraine’s nat-
ural resources. But if it is signed, it is not
clear whether such an agreement will ac-
tually enhance US mineral security. In fact,
itwill be decades before we see the impact
of thisagreement, if atall.
The United States has scemingly mini-
mal knowledge of Ukraine sundcrgnmud
. Thereis d of
thecountry's rare earth deposits; the most
recent surveys are befieved to have been
conducted 301060 years ago bywhatwas
thenthe Soviet Union. Without up-to-date
geological data, it is impossible to deter-
mine whether these resources are eco-
nomically viable for extraction. If the ore
£re adcmwluw the dcposnsmr Iu()allll"
or P tsaren’t
private companies are unlikely to invest
the $500 million to $1 billion needed to
develop amine and separation plant
Moreover, under the draft agreement,
Ukraine would be required to pay a per-
f ds ok, odid o

mineral assets into a reconstruction in-
vestment fund with joint US and Ukraine

macy more effective, bul it will require a
willingness by the US government not
just to strike deals but also to spend and
invest, over a long period, in countries
that have the mineral resources we need.
That may be a tough sell at a time of fiscal
austerity and budget cuts to the federal
government. But China (hd not build the

geitholds

geological surveys and mining ministries
inhost countries, promoting resource de-
velopment strategies that are favourable
1o Western investors.

Second, the United States needs to help
build roads, bridges and other infrastruc-
ture in mineral-nch places. Mining is one
of the most energy-intensive sectors in
the world, Globally, it accounts for 38% of

ey Oneofthechall

d

ar Chinese i
access to cobalt, copper and other miner-
alsinexchange for the development of in-
frastructure, such as roads and hospitals.
The Chinese consortium pledged more
than $6.5 billion for infrastructure pro-
jects, securing mining rights to deposits
near Kolwezi inthe southeastern region of
the Dcmommc chublncquu«w), which
worth$93 billion. As

Byuse. 8
es with mining in Ukraine, for example,
is the fact that missile and drone strikes
have damaged about half of that country’s
power substations. To ease the way for
Western mining mmpumn in Ukraine,
the United St

fo institutions like the US Imcrmmun.\l
De Finance Corporation, which

in electric \v:hlclc m:muiu:tunng by re-
ducing spending, One analysis found that
between 2009 and 2023, the Chinese
government allocated at least $230.9
billion in subsidies to help develop the
nascent industry. The fruits of that effort
are apparent in the dummnnon of BYD's
electric vehicles world

can help rebuild some of those assets.
Any government-to-government co-

companies, which develop those miner-
als into a form that companies like Apple
and Tesla can use, But the world’s most
rich nations, such as the Dem-

So how should the American govern-
ment spend the resources needed to
build a tnmpﬂiu\v: minerals diplomacy
strategy?

ocratic Republic of Congo, are not casy
places for businesses to operate. The US
government can belp mitigate those risks
by supporting mining pm,m negotiations

g fi-

First, the United S
the cap.m(y n( Ilk' IH (‘mbgunl ﬁum’y

exploration risks in key regions. Many re-

and dispute resol
nancingat hehwnwk« ratesand polm
calrisk insurance,

China has long al!gm‘d its infrastruc-

source-rich countries remain
or reliant on outdated surveys, The US
Geological Survey could also place their
attaché in embassies, to work alongside

ture
The 2007 Sino- Com.,ulnb des Mines
agreement is a key example of a re-
source-for-infrastructuredeal, Under this

a result, China now owns or has stakes in
15 of Congo's biggest copper and cobalt
mines,

The US needs to come up with a blue-
print for how minerals diplomacy can
g play out in other parts of the world, not
Jjust Ukraine. The Democratic Republic
of Congo recently proposed that it could
offer the United States and Europe ac
cess to its mineral reserves in return for
military assistance, amid its ongoing
conflictwith neighbouring Rwanda. Such
an agreement is well worth considering
and, if it is pursued, should be backed up
with real investment,

Mining is a long and costly process. If
Americaisto be a global leader in the min-
erals it needs for national, economic and
energy security, it will have to go beyond
signing agreements. In Ukraine and else-
where, strategic diplomacy and substan-
tive investment will determine whether
such deals actually deliver the mineral
security the United States is looking for.

The writer isa mining economist, is the
director of the Critical Minerals Security
Program at the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies. NYT

Knowing that it lacks elec-
toral support in Bengaluru, Congress is
attempting to install an unelected body
to oversee financial allocations and urban
development projects. This will lead to

pal Corporation (GHMC) and Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development Authority
(HMDA), ensuring structured infrastruc-
ture growthand long-term city planning.
Bengaluru should empower the MPCto
overseecity-wide projects, regulatezoning,
and prevent haphazard urban sprawl. A re-
gional approach to mobility, housing, and

corruption, inefficiency, and a
model that prioritises political interests
overcitizen needs.

The GBG Bill is a step in the wrong di-
rection, We must reject this flawed bill and
instead push for genuine, well-planned ur-

infrastructure nsur
able growth, better traffic management,
and efficient kand use, creating acitythat is
both liveable and future- A

We demand the full implementation
nld\eBBMPAn ’O’Omd\ccmpowcr

ban reforms thatwill trulymake B '
aliveable and well-governed city.

Delhi's municipal corporation was split
into three bodies in 2012 to improve gov-
emance, only 10 be reunified in 2022 due

inefficiencies, Bengalurushould leamn from
this mistake, kmiting the municipal zones
to three or four instead of 10, ensuring fi-

mentof POrators.
The future of Bengaluru should be shaped
byits pmpk: planners, mnd clected repre-
not by pol ivated bu-

reaucratic structures, Bengaluru belongs
o fts citizens,

(The writer isa Member of Parfiament,
representing Bangalore South in the
Lok Sabha)

The failure of
modern statecraft

CHANUKYA RAJAGOPALA

iplomacy, at its core, has
Dalnnyﬁ relied on meas-
ureddiscussions, discreet
negotiations, and carefully craft-

ed messaging, Historically, the

Evcn if Trump and Vance
ad succeeded in forcing a
x—tdcmmL it would not have
brought lasting peace, At best,
itwould have resulted in a frag-
Hle ceasefire that could uncavel
at the sll@hrcs( provocation.

most g
havebeen forged behind closed
doors, away from media scruti-

Imposed breed re-
sentment, making any minor
mcldml whether a

er.thecurrental L where
global leaders engage in overt
power plays and performative
diplomacy, undermines notonly
the credibility of their positions
bur also the strength of the na-
tions they represent.
Ther b

ic slight or a border
skirmish—a potential trigger
for renewed conflict.
Sustainable peace requires
a broader vision, one that con-
siders the historical grievances,
security concerns, and eco-
nomic realities of both sides.
It d ds an approach that

US President Donald Trump,
his deputy J D Vance, and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyywaslessadiplomatic
engagement and moreaunilat-
eral, optics-driven approach
diplomacy, Trump'sand Vance's
attempttoimpose asettiement
ontheir terms exposed theirin
ability to navigate complex ne-
gotiations. Their actions have
notdemonstrated strength but
weakness. Diplomacy is about
persuasion, incentives, and
sharedinterests—notcoercion.
Rather than demonstrating
dominance, they showed des-
peration, failing to acknowl-
edge that sustainable peace
cannot be dictated it must be
mutually constructed.

Unlike past diplomatic ef-
forts that sought enduring
solutions, the modern ap-
proachis reactionary, dictated
by public perception rather
than strategic foresight. Deci-
sions made during World War
1l and its aftermath, although

includes multiple stakeholders,
ensuring agreements are not
only signed but also respected
and upheld over time,

EU Foreign policy chief Kaja
Kalias' remark following the
White House meeting—that
“the free world needs a new
leader"—was more than an ob-
servation; it was an indictment
ofthestateof global leadership.
The war continues not just be-
cause of the directly involved
nations but because there is no
coordinated global effort to re-
solveiteffectively.

Inpasteras, global leadership
wasdefined bystrategicallianc-
s, Jong-term planning. and the
ability to command respect on
the world stage. Today, it seems
to be dictated by immediate
political gain, domestic optics,
and reactionary decision-mak-
ing. The result is a fragmented
approach to diplomacy, where
no single power has the vision,
credibility, or influence to drive
areal rv.'mlu.!ion,

If

flawed, d ated a Jevel
of maturity, pragmatism, and
long-term vision that is lack-
ing in today’s world order. The
post-war setthements—wheth-
er at Yalta, Potsdam, or in the
formation of global institu-
tions—were handled with an
understanding that diploma-
cy is about balancing power,
not grandstanding. Today,
statecraft has been reduced to
amedia event, where the goal
appearstobeimmediate optics
rather than lasting solutions,

Flawed approach

A fundamental flaw in the cur-
rent approach is the belief that
one or two leaders can unilat-
erally resolve conflicts of global
significance. The ongoing war
against Ukraine, much like past
conflicts, requires a collective
and coordinated effort. Yer,
recent attempts at brokering a

cyclical conflicts, it requires
leadership thatunderstands di-
plomacynotasaseriesof media
opportunities but as a carefully
orchestrated, long-term pro-
cess. It needs leaders who pni-
aritise stability over short-term
victories, who build coalitions
rather than grandstanding for
cameras.

True diplomacy has never
been about dominance; it has
always been abour wisdom,
patience, and the ability tocraft
solutions that endure. The
current approach, reliant on
singular leadership and public
posturing, is fundamentally
flawed. Unless global leaders
retumn tothe principlesof strate-
gicandindlusivediplomacy, con-
Micts will continue 1o be paused
rather than resolved. The free
world does not just need a new
k'adn-—nmcdsa m.-w approach

kedby
unidateral demands rather than
agenuine multilateral serategy.

toleader
(The author is @ UK-based
writer)
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50 YEARS AGO: MARCH 1975

Lok Sabha approves
Kashmiraccord

New Defhd, March 4

25 YEARS AGO: MARCH 2000

State to form human rights
panel

Guibarga. March 4

parted only by the realised. To

Splriunl knowledge can be im-
the extent the one has unfolded

The Lok Sabha tod Kh: tothatextent they will be able tocom-  Similarly, an acharye creates a
approved the accord reached between today said had decided W spiritual path by walking it
Pri i dhi and th the State Human Rights happen with mere k Convic g
Jammu and Kashmir leader, Sheikh Commission (SHRC) with a view to tion arises from personal experience, In most fiekds of study,
Mohammad Abduliah. Ondy eight ensuring more transparency in the not from explanations alone. the character of the

i nd ing of the police department. Apreacher may speak more teacher is unrelated to
when it was voted upon after an appeal He said with the constitution of SHRC cloguently than a spiritual teacher, the subject they teach.

by the Prime Minister. in her reply
10 the two-day debate in the
House, to view the agreement in the

on the lines of National Human Rights
Commission, the alleged harassment
if any by the police was expecsed to be

larger coneil-

d, he said, The minister said

iatory

problems,

e had held ~hief

Minister S M Krishna on the issue.

OASIS | RESWARAN

Apreacherisnotateacher

the path of discipline. In ancient

But an acharya lives authentically,

times, there were no roads; paths were  embaodying the principle of achara.

created by people walking on them.

but there is a crucial difference. What
he speaks and what he experiences
are entirely different. He speaks

that the world is unreal, maya, but

he experiences the world as real!
Spiritual teacher is called Acharye,
which means the one who has walked

However, in spirituality, the
teacher’s private conduct is
inseparable from their teachings.

What he does in private is what makes

him acharya. When in the company
of acrowd, they may wear a mask to

project an image of what they are not.

Achara means discipline, self-con-
trol, By him walking the path of
Self-control he has shown the
path to the disciple. That itself
is enough for the student to
know the value of the path.
The value of the path
will be known to only when
one feels lost. This sense of

Vbﬂir\g |mll.i\ﬂ(lll ahou‘( missing

something external but about an
inner desperation to reconnect with
something greater. Imagine a child is
lost in the exhibition? What would be
his state? A desperation to unite with

mother. What s the way to get back.
Thisis called yoga. There is desper-
ation, fear comes maybe I will never
unite. A sense of loss is a desperation
tounite, to get back. And you needa
path to unite, That path he has shown
by walking, For that the disciple feels
profound respect for the acharya who
has shown the way through their own
practice. The feet of the acharya are
revered because they represent the
path they have walked. Disciples are
inspired not by the teacher’s words
but by the way they live. This inspira-
tion leads the disciple to follow

the same path and, in turn, share it
with others.
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A little morphine in all the air. It would be
wonderfully refreshing for everyone

= DH LAWRENCE, Lady Chatterley's Lover

Don’t Babysit

Some SC remarks on Allahbadia case may encourage
more censorship. Creatives always push the envelope

a 1 N Allahhad:

C has 'S

freedom but curbs on his freedom of expression remain, He

may now make shows as long as they don't violate ‘traditional
Indian norms’ on decency and morality. It's a conditional rellef, and
welcome as far as it allows Allahbadia and his large crew to earn
their livelihood, which is part of their right to life. But it also ralses
questions about the direction his case has taken and the restraints
placed on him. Allahbadia’s fault was that he said - in a paywalled
show - something that most people would consider disgusting,
or distasteful, across cultures. When police complaints were filed,
Allahbadia sought SC’s protection. He got a chiding, a total ban on
podeasting until further orders, and protection from arrest on the
condition that he surrender his passport,

The blanket ban was unusual because it broke with precedent. In
2015's Shreya Singhal case, SC said restrictions “must be narrowly
tailored or narrowly interpreted so as to
abridge or restrict only what is absolutely
necessary”. In 2022, it refused to bar
Mohammed Zubalr from tweeting because
“gag orders have a chilling effect on the
freedom of speech”, As far back as 1950, SC
had rejected “pre-censorship” - which is
what requiring Allahbadia to adhere to
‘traditional decency and morality”
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Time To Trump-Proof Trade

Washington’s tariffs will soon hit India. But New Delhi must not overreact or retaliate.
Absorb small losses, think long-term and work with other nations

Ajay Srivastava

Trump s quickly raising Import
tariffs on more goods and countries,
OnMarchd, US began charging 25% on
all Mexican imports, 10% on Canadban
energy and 25% on other Canadian
woods, and 20% on Chinese products,
From March 12, steel and 11 count

£30bn worth of US goods, Including orange julee and
peanut butter. Another 25% tariff will soon apply to
$1250n In American goods, covering autos, steel and
aluminium. EU plans to lmpose tariffs on US products
like bourbon, jeans and motoreyeles i Washington
escalates trade actions.

Vll h‘l duck and swerve? | Trump's 25% tarilf on

ries will face a 26% tariff. From April 2, agri imports
worldwide will be hit with 100% tari(r, bulmn]m-mly.

and 100% tariff on agri products,
wlll lmpnrl Indin's exports to US, More tariffs may hit
Indln under Tl wmp’s reciprocal tarlft plan in April,

more tarkffs will theUS
tarlff scheme, targeting trade partners with
whom US has a trade defieit. Trump has also
warned EU of high tariffs unless it buys more
US oll and gas. India Is norvously preparing
for its turn.

Thus, the world is once again caught in a
storm of tar m \\llh Trump leading an
do. While
major m*lnmmlm Illu- China, Canada and EU
have respo

India faces a cr! Inul cm»lm l\uuld itjoin the
tarlfl war or chart its own course?

Trumplan logic on tariffs | US is the world's
largost market and top importer, bringing in
14t worth of goods in 2024 when global
trade was worth £53tn. With exports of §1.7tm,
it faces a trade deficit of $1.7tn. Trump
belleves this deficit is caused by other countries
Imposing high tariffs and trade barriers
against US goods,

However, a closer analysis reveals that
Trump's tarlff strategy ks not just about trade deficits,

to. Besides, as SC said In the Zubair case,
“If he posts tweets in violation of law, he would beanswerable for it.”
So, Allahbadia deserves to be judged post-facto too.

Tlue qulmllon L\u{um SCwas wht-lher Allahbadia’s remarks were

dacr ffence. His counsel reminded

lhe court |hal disgust and revulsion are not tests of obscenity. SC,
however, seems intent to fill the “vacuum" around the question of
obscenity/vulgarity, and has sought govt's assistance, which seems
only too eager that the “young generation must be protected from
such shows”. There lies the problem. Freedom of speech in India
was fettered with “reasonable restrictions” 75 years ago. We don't
need morecurbs, Certainly not those based on “traditional” ideasof
decency and morality, that can't accommodate anything from
torn jeans to live-ins, Creatives - fillmmakers, writers, podcasters
constantly push the envelope. Sometimes they go too far, in some
people's eyes, That's the nature of creativity. But it shouldn’t be a
pretext tomuzzle them or babysit us,

Aunty Dalit Politics

Mayawati ousted her nephew from BSP Reasons are
confusing. But her electoral irrelevance won't change

It's o mix of pressure, political

manoeuvring, and supply chain realignment, By impo-

sing steop tarifTs on Mexico, Canada, China, and global

agrl imports, he s foreing trade partners Into quick
b Ml e voter base

Here comes the pushback | China, Canada and Mexico
have retalinted against Trump's tariffs. China has
imposed 10:16% Import tarifs on Amorican agri
products ke soybeans, corn, dairy, beef, chicken and
wheat. It has also restricted exports and investments
for 25 US companles,

Canada, meanwhile, has imposed a 25% tariff on

rk on a fc

rpoint

® First, avold longterm harm. This means not
negotinting a comprehensive FTA with US. Washington
may demand not just tariff cuts but also additional
concessions, such as opening govt procurement, redu.
clng agrl subsidies, weakening patent protections, and
allowing unrestricted data Nows - demands India has
resisted for decades.

Moreover, Trump's decision on Monday to trash the
US-Mexico-Cannda FTA, which he himself finalised in
2009, and impose 25% tariff on imports from Canada
and Mexico, shows his disregard for negotinted FTAs.
Given these factors, India should rule out a comprehen
slve FTAwith US.

@ Second, approach Trump with a proactive plan.

Tell Trump that India is willing to eliminate tariffs on
90% industrial products from US, provided the latter
does the same for Indian goods. These will be the
products where India already allows duty-free imports
under existing FTAs. Agriculture can be excluded
from the offer. India should present this proposal
before April, ahead of any US tariff’ decisions. If other
countries object, Indba can later notify the deal to WTO
asagoodsonly trade agreemont,

b idod
unlm- Trump takes ext xmw nnd unreasonable actions,
tr harm Indl trigger

n race to the bottom, Asean, Japan, South
Korea and other major economies see Trump
asatemporary challenge. Likewlse, Indiacan
absorb the impact of reciprocal tariffs with
some export lossos without retallating
like Lord Shiv consuming polson without
swallowing it.

Instead, India can respond by limiting
special treatment for US in oll purchases,
defonce deals, and other key areas.

® Fourth, buy more from affected countries,
As exports to US become difficult due to high
tarkffs, affected countrbes may offer discounts to
sustain production and jobs, This situation
presents an opportunity for India, For example,
Canada supplies severnl commaodities to US
thatalign with India’s import needs, making ita
viable alternative toother high-cost suppliers.

For example, in 2024, US imported crude
oll, refined petroleum, fertilisers, copper,
gold, ethylene polymers and plastices from
Canada. Indla imports these commodities in
large values, but not from Canada, Sourcing these
products more from Canada could help India reduce its
import bill Strengthening trade ties, possibly llmmuh
anFTA, es. Thisp
extended to Mexico, EU and others.

Finally Trump's tarffs and retaliatory measures by
affected countries are escalating trade tensions and
disrupting global trade. Higher tariffs will raise the
cost of imports, affecting manufacturers, retallers and
consumers, Indin should stay calm and avoid reacting
toevery Tr LIS better to absorb small, short-
term losses from US tariffs rather than take acthons
that cause long-term harm,

The writer Is an expert on trade & tech (ssues

What'’s Obscene? What About Free Speech?

The Allahbadia case has re-energised the debate on ‘obscenity’ vs censorship.
Here's a short explainer on what judges over time have ruled on the question

com

The Supreme Court, hearing the
obscenity case against  Ranveer
Allahbadia on Monday, relterated
the right to free speech as woll as its
disinelination towards censorship
But it also sald such a view wasn't o

"hat a fall it has been, Once pundits used to sp that
s ’\ [ Mayawati could become India’s first Dalit PM. Dust is
still thin on those columns and already everyone has to
be reminded that she was the first UP CM to complete a full term. If
she had grander ambitions, it was with reason. 2014 LS results, In
retrospect, signalled how new political waves would instead carry
her inthe oppositedirection. BSP held on toa 20% vote share in UP,
but scored 0/80 seats. By 2024, even the vote share dropped to 10%.
Today, Mayawatl Is making headlines for political house
‘cleaning’. But the kind of revival BSP well-wishers desperately
wish for, isn" nobeu-e

Not for the first time, she's fired nephew
Akash Anand, otherwise understood as her
heir apparent. Opinion’s divided on whether
this Is because he was too big for his boots or
too undersized. What's fact is that a series of
BSP politicians have taken the exit, to grow out
of Mayawatl's shadow. As defeat has followed
defeat, she's put the blame not only on her
political rivals butalso, variously, Jats, EVMs,
Muslims...Most plaintively, she's observed

“apne log”, own peopln. drlmnu away. Much of the drift has been
BJP-wards - asocial engi d viaa Dalit laying
the first brick at the 19689 foundation a-rvmony for Ram temple.

It's also true that no Dalit currently the
political space like Mayawati once did, or Kanshi Ram. In other
parties, they're arguably mere cogs in the wheel, no matter how
important. For some experts, experimenting with various parties
and politiclans speaks to increased self-confidence among Dalits,
a deepening of democracy. For others, such segmentation of
Dalitrepr andvote, toa They hopea
new Mayawatl will rise from the new generation of Dalit-Bahujan
politiclans.

The Elon Ranger

‘Trump’s hatchet man who fires from the hip is
like a character from a Western comic book

Jug Suraiya

Jottings from the White House diary:

Boy. have 1 had one helluva week, Did that video that's
gone viral showin' my Gaza Resort with a sing-along jingle, a
whoppinggobd statueof me, an’ me waltzin' with bearded belly
dancers.

Then 1did thatarm twistin’ with that Zelkinky or whatever,
to get him to stop invading my pal Pootie’s Russia and to gimme all those
minerals and stuff he's got

Then 1 rolled out the Gold Card wheeze that gets you tostay in USof A If you

can shell out five million smackeroos, which'll bring in megabucks, specially
for folk in the bulldin’ business, like me and Jared
Sowhao's been runnin’ the country while I've been busy doin” all this? Whata
dumbass question to ask! My buddy Elon's been runnin’ it, mostly by runnin’
peopleoutof thelr jobs,

m He's already fired over 20,000 of ‘em including those gonzos who
~ were aldin’ and abettin® all them forelgn countries. The way Elon
’ fires all those sad sacks, shootin ‘em from the hip sorta, he reminds
| —) nw of that Lone Ranger fella who rode a white
orse, shot silver bullets, and had a sidekick

ucondupmum mllﬂd’l’hnlu
Come ta think of it, If ya seramble ELON it
becomes LONE, so he's ke the Elon Ranger. Maybe we could do a video of him
too, firin” all those no-good bums who spend all them taxpayer dollars and do

effall ln return,

My Elon Ranger says getridda half the2. @ ‘ployees
who cost us 6.7tn bucks a year; and by firin’ them he's gonna save us a trillion
greenbacks,

Elon Ranger takes out all those no-gooders of the Deep State even fastor
than the Lone Ranger took out all them baddies of the Wild West, Wham, Bam,
Thankee Uncle Sam!

Oh, hore he comes, walkin' towards me. I'll ask him who he's gonna fire
next, But what's that he's holdin’ in his hand? A slip of paper? A pink slip of
paper? Wonder what it means,,

thoughts" and "fllthy words™,
Sounds neat” But it lsn't.
Obscenity Innrrlmlmll(ll«umllull lnvm-n]nll time
dafine Yet, iths hich iswhy
it's 0 constant tussle to decide i nhnl () [mwlwd ns
‘obscene’ ends up curtalling the right to free exprossion.

What makes difficult to pin? | First, the law
IPC sections 202204 / BNS sections 204 and 206,
define obscenity In adjectives: lewd, repulsive, flthy,
offensive, In dictionary terms that which is ‘morally
objectionable’. It could be works, acts, gestures, speech
Exemptions include religious stuff. Any law thiat would
govern such an area can have no righd boundaries.
Thus, Interpretation by courts, Judges, cops plays &
major role in deciding outcomes.

Second, the difficulty in determining whether the
work falls within the ambit of the right to freedom of
oxpression as laid out In Article 19(0Xa) or whether
Article 12)'s ‘reasonable restrictions’ on such free
dom, Including ‘morality and decency’, are

sex, Mere sight of a naked upper body of a woman
shouldn't be deemed to bo soxual by default.”

Vulgarity isn't obscenity | In Samaresh Bose vs Amal
Mitrn case, 1065, trial court found Bengall novel Prajapatt
obscene, but defendants in SC argued that words used
may not be “literature” but were everyday parlance, SC
ruled: “Vulgar writing lsn't necessarily obscene, Vulga:
rity avouses foelings of disgust.. whereas obscenity
has the tendency to deprave. . portions of the
book muy appear to be vulgar ™

In the Allahbadia case, SC
wants GOI to discuss norms for
“vulgarity”. While that idea is
troubling in itself, the bottom i
no s the Judge underscored a
clear  separation  between
vulgarity and obscenity

Afewoffended isn't |
Notall may agree with petitio-
ners. In 2024, Andhra HC
dismissed PlLs alleging Big
Boss Telugu 2024 promoted
obscenity. HC said, like courts
have repeatedly held, “what might
appear to be obscene to the petitio

ner may not be so to a majority of
cluu-nn' 1 porary times.”
(& ,and

Again, that largely depends on court’s interp
What have courts said? Outcomes of several court
casos b what isn'’ ¥

Sex/nudity lsn't | Sex (eg: KA Abbas vs Uol,
1970) and nudity (eg: Kerala activist Rehana Fathima's
case, 2023) are “not synonymous with obscenity”. In the
first case, on a documentary with shots from Bombay ‘s
red Hight area, SC sald: “Sex and obscenity are not always
synonymous...wrong to classify sex as essentially
obsoene.. immoral”

Judge's own social mnnm. 50 precodent hasn't beon
linoar. SC said as much in the Bose vs Mitra caso, “Even
(he outlook of a judge may differ from another judge as
1t's & matter of objective assessment of the subjective
attitude of the Judge hearing the matter.” Therein les
the rub - which explains inconsistency in outcomes,
Since 19608, courts have hold nudity fsn't obsoenity
Yet, in 2020, Goa cops booked Milind Soman for posting
a photo of him running naked on a beach, The 1996
Soman Mnl)\u \imln- ‘mm shoes nd python-draped

Fathima'’ o i her
toen son palnting on her u-ml nude body. Kernla HC set
aside the eriminal case: “Nudity should not be tied to

tcose, which
dragged on Iur 14 yoars. Consensunl intimacy in ads was
also soen as i corrupting influence™. A 1966 Dino Morea:

Bipasha Basu ad for Swiss lingerie, playful in their bare
was bulled down W formal case flled.,

What's the measure? | Flashback, In 1960, o UK jury
ruled ‘not guilty” in an obscenity case against Penguin
for publishing the full version of Lady Chatterley s Lover.
Itwas a test case that established the legal principle.
But in 1964, Indla’s Supreme Court, in Ranjit Udeshi
vs Maharashtra, upheld his conviction for selling
the unexpargatod vershon of Lady Chatterley's
I.mw SC used the 1068 Ilnklln test, |r
rupt”
those uuuvmllrle o immoral
influence™, US had rejected the
Hicklin test in 1957 as unconsti
tutionally restrictive of free-
dom of speech, But In India,
only in 2014 did SC junk it to
adopt the 1973 Miller test,
where three conditions have
tobemet fora work tobecalled
‘'obscene”. Obscene by contem:
parary community standards,
depicting “patently offensive”
soxunl conduct, and lacking in
litorary, artistic, political, schentific
value,
The 2014 case was Nled against
media owner Aveek Sarkar, whose new-
spaper republished a seminude photo of Borls
Bocker and flancée Barbara Feltus, covering hor breasts
with his hand, Feltus's father was the photographer.
Judges ruled the photo was "mn olm-m' given

But Mlllor nvul nlun allows jmlldnl uubjuu\uy
since
indefinable in lndln uh\-n the strong influence of
socinl conservatism, Plus, some crities have argued the
Mdea of ‘value' favours established authors, painters,
playwrights vis-d-vis ordinary citizens.

The bottom line? India has some ways to go before

edom  of becomes  more
lmwrlnnl than punishing ‘obscenity’

Calvin & Hobbes

HOAD 1T, MO/ BEFORE

FESPONSIBILATY
FOR YouR
BEWAVIOR.

pa

You AGREE THAT WITTING ME
ENTITLES ME ' UNLIMITED
COMPENSATION FOR MEDICAL
TREATMENT AS WELL AS

NOBODY TARES

RESFONSIBILITY

FOR WIS ACTIONS.
ANY MORE

.

e’ *
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If someone
thinks that
peaceand love
e fusta
cliche that
must have
been left
behind in 60s. that'sa problem.
Peaceand love are eternal.

- John Lennon

When Parental Love Is Not A Guiding Light

Sonal Srivastava

narecently released film, Mrs, onan
OTT platform, s mother suggests
that her daughter “adjust’ in her

‘wants to be a wildlife photographer, but
his father forces him to become an
engineer. When achild is born, parents
are the first and most natural mentors
hence family comes first,

external validation for even a mother's
love could be selfish. For Instance,
Mahabharat's Gandharl, mother of
Kauravs, passively wanted her son
l)m‘yodkuln m ot cood as King of

inlaws’ home,
ted, bocause 1t ks soclally ae wptnhlm
Her daughtor cooks, cleans and takes
careof her hmbum‘l nlumll) asltisher

pa L 3

h shedidn't volee

thelr

hor 1y, but just before the
h

verse 3.17 says, ‘But one who takes
delight in the Self alone, and Is content
Inthe Self only, has noduty” In Chapter
18, Krishn makes it clear that we do not
have any duties except towards Him. He
asks Arjun, “Toabandon all forms of
duty lml surrender unto Mealone,

inhibit
Progress tow, unlu becominga

duty, she i

in the grand scheme of things, The film
Isa romindor that most of us are caught
Ina bind, trying to follow our parents”
advice, fulfilling familial duties, and
soclal that

Often, parents
forget that their children
areadults - individuals
sovking moksh - and
burden them with soclal

we e souls on aspiritual journey and
can get Home only through a spiritual
proceptor's mentorship

Yot another film, Three Idlots,

Kahlil Gibran
offers wisdom tosuch
parents: " Your childron
are not your children... They come
|hmu:h you but not from you. They are

depicts how parents oven
though well-meaning, could be
detrimental tochildren's grow th

of LAfe'
Itself, :\mlmnuumlwy are with you, yet
Uwy bolunz not toyou,” he says.

Inthefilm,
Tiberation, Farhan and k«lunr\- burde-
nod by familial expectations. Farhan

Gita, Krishn instructs
Arjun toact In accordance with his role,

, shetried or
son by blessing his unclothed
body:. Eventually, Duryodhan
dies. Gandharl could have
stoppod him, but she did not
Ramayan's Kalkeyl hada
burning desire to see her son
Bharat as King of Ayodhya;

THE SPEAKING TREE *heisked Dashrath tosend

hiseldest son Ram intoexile
for 14 years, causing great emotional
pain to Bharat,
Just as Krishn mentors Arjun, true
mentors or spiritual preceptors teach
lhvlr mentee that real wisdom lies in

‘s patl
nlnu clarity of |mr|Km‘ and detachment

Gita's

you from all sinful
reactions; donot fear.

Therefore, one must be vigilant
against those who preach fulfilling
one's duties and obligations towards
Tamily, soclety, company, nation and
the world. Moms can take a leaf ontof
Malyn Yashoda's parenting playbook,
She ralsed Krishn with unconditional
loveand devotion, only to let him go
when destiny called. We could also
fullm« little Nachiketa's example,

his father,
for giving away old and sick cows to
brahmins in Kathopanishad.
Likewise, we should stay alert on our
spiritual journey and take delight in
the Self alone,
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Aunigue landscape: Mount Ruang volcano erupts In Sitaro, north Sulawes), on Aprll 19, 2024, arp

How the Wallace line explains the
difference in species across continents

In the 19th century, Alfred Wallace noticed a shift in the compaosition of organisms as he moved from Asia to Australia. He posited an invisible barrier

in the ocean running between the islands of Bali and Lombok, striking north between Borneo and Sulawesi before curving south of Mindanao

Rupsy Khurana

angaroos and cockatoos are

synonymous with Australia

and tigers and orangutans

with Asia. Both these
continents boast rich biodiversity that is
also very unique. A simple yet popular
way to understand these ‘separate
greatnesses’ has taken the shape of the
Wallace line.

What is the Wallace line?

In the late 19th century, the English
naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace noticed a
dramatic shift in the composition of
organisms as he moved from Asia to
Australia, New Guinea, and other islands
nearby. He posited an invisible barrier in
the ocean, later called the Wallace line,
running between the islands of Bali and
Lombok, striking north between Borneo
and Sulawesi before curving south of
Mindanao. To him this line was like a
fence between the different kinds of
animals on the two sides,

Wallace and others conducted eight
years of fieldwork to carefully plot the line
across many kilometres, in the process
laying the foundations of modern
biogeography: the study of how species
are distributed and how they got there,

Over the years, the line has attracted
considerable research interest, “The
Wallace line ... ties partly into the theory
of evolution. Nowhere else on the earth
do you see such a dramatic shift over such
a narrow distance. Organisms are not just
scattered randomly,” Jason R. Al
honorary associate researcher at the
Senckenbery Society for Nature Research,
Germany, said.

What did Wallace find on Sulawesi?
At their closest, the islands of Borneo and
Sulawesi are just over 20 km apart yet
they support very distinct plants,
mammals, and birds, Wallace was more
batfled by Sulawesi, It's one of the langest
islands in the archipelago and home to
species found nowhere else on the planet,
including tarsiers (family Tarsiidae), the

then, researchers have expanded this
understanding by going further back in
time. Millions of years ago, Australia
broke off and drifted away from
Antarctica. An ocean emerged in the
growing gap and the water currents in its
depths cooled the planet.

Meanwhile, Australia drifted north into
Asda, creating the volcanic islands of

lowland anoa P
and the mountain anoa (Bubalus
quarlesi), which are both of Asian origin,
Yet Sulawesi is also home to Australian
marsupials like the dwarf cuscus
(Strigocuscus celebensis).

The island frustrated Wallace, who
repeatedly redrew his line because he was
unsure whether it belonged to Asia or
Australia, He wrote in 1876 that the
animals here showed “affinities” to Africa,
India, Java, the Maluku Iskands, New
Guinea, and the Philippines.

Why do Sulawesi have species from
both sides of the line while most others
didn't? Wallace had deduced the essential
answer all those years ago but it has
accrued greater depth with more research
over time.

nis),

What does the ancient past say?

‘The line is part of the Malay archipelago, a
geologically complex region with more
than 25,000 islands,

Wallace figured that Sulawesi's animal
distribution could be explained if some of
these islands had been joined with the
Asian mainland in the past. As the islands
broke off and drifted apart, the ancestral
species on each island would have
become isolated and evolved
independently, creating the distribution
Wallace saw in the 19th century. Since

Various studies found that
variations in monsoons, aridity, and sea
levels between these iskands spurred
island species to adapt to their new
conditions and diversify, until as recently
as four million years ago.

The movement of continents was one
part of the puzzle. A study published in
2023 revealed another when scientists
took a closer look at how species across
the Wallace line were related. They
analysed data of 20,000 species of birds,

Is, reptiles, and hil:
Despite global cooling, they found,
Malay’s tropical istands stayed warmer
and wetter than Australia, Thus, Asian
fauna used these islands as stepping
stones to Australia whereas Australian
species, having evolved in cooler climes,
struggrded to make their way across the
Islands to Asia. “Species from Asia can
migrate through the f ich

disciplines, the aforementioned studies
helped explain Wallace's findings to a
degree that revealed the line to be a
mirage: it was visible but the real reasons
why it exists are rooted in the deeper
facts of nature.

Today, even newer tools have joined
older ones to further clarify the region's
biogeography. “We are learning more
about which adaptations allow species to
move throughout the region by using
advanced evolutionary modelling and
computer simulations,” Alexander Skeels,
a postdoctoral research fellow at
Australian National University, Canberra,
said,

The factors that influenced species
dispersal and settlement in the past are
still relevant today.

The Indo-Malayan archipelago faces
one of the world’s highest rates of habitat
destruction. Understanding its biography
will be crucial for ecologists to predict
how species will respond to the loss of
their homes, compounded by the effects
of climate change,

“New technologies are helping us
understand that ‘lines’ that separate Asia
and Australia may be simplifying the
story,” Skeels said. Ali echoed him, saying

northern route, as the ecosystems are
similar to their origins,” Ali said.
“Australian species can only move into
Asia along the southern route, around
Timor and nearby islands. This path
emerged much later - only a few million
years ago - making migration more
challenging for Australian species.”

Does the line matter?
By combining insights from multiple

18 the Wallace line or any other
linve like it is “futile”.

“Different datasets and methods will
reveal different results. These boundaries
will always be fuzzy. Instead of redrawing
lines, it is more valuable to focus on how
these species will be affected by habitat
destruction in future,” Ali added.

Rupsy Khurana is Science
Communication and Outreach Lead at the
National Centre for Biological Sciences,
Bengaluryu,
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Here is a quiz on various events that happened on March 5

Sindhu Nagaraj an ideology that was rooted In
the soclalist political program

= of South American

QUESTION 1 Independence hero Simdn

This event, known in Great
Britain as the Incident on
King Street, was a
confrontation, on March 5,
1770, during the American
Revolution, In what was then
the colonial-era pravince of
Massachusetts Bay. What is
this event called?

"

QUESTION 2

This person, a Chinese
political figure, was bom on
this day In 1896. She was
also known as Madame
Chiang, Who Is she?

&

QUESTION 3

This Venezuelan politician, a
populist president of
Venezuela who had adopted

Bolivar, died on this day. Who
was he?

L

QUESTION 4

This Russian politician,
revolutionary and political
theorist led the Saviet Union
fram 1924 until his death in
1953, He established a
totalitaran political system in
the Soviet Union. Name the
leader

.

QUESTION 5

This British Prime Minister
popularised the term ‘tron
Curtain' describing the
separation of the Soviet Union ~

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's dally quiz: |
Name the only person to win
consecutive awards for direction in
the 215t century. Ans: Alejandro
G. Wdrrity

2 Name the film which holds a
Joint record for most nominations,
won six awards but did not win
Best Picture. Ans: La Lo Lond

3. This person wrote, produced,
directed, and edited a movie which
won In all four categories. Ans:
Sean Baker

4. The fiest non-English feature film
to win Best Picture. Ans: Parasite
5. Name the first non-English film
to win Best Animated Feature.
Ans: Spirited Awoy

Visual: This director was
nominated multiple times, but
won his only award for a live
action short film. Ans: Wes

and its eastern and central Visual question:
European allies from Western Identify this Nobel Prize writer, who was born on this day In 1055, What was his actual name | Anderson
nations. Who was the leader? and pen name? : Pradyut Arun

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“What o'clock should I come?”

“You generally don't say "‘what
o'clock'”

“You don't? But I've heard many
people saying it and..”

.. o'clock” s used when a specific
time is mentioned. For example, | can say,
‘Please be home by 7 o'clock’”

“I'll be home by 6 o'clock if you'd like.
But tell me, if I can’t say ‘What o'clock
should 1 come?’, what can [ say instead?”

“You could say ‘When should | come?’,
or "What time should I come?'. But if you
want to use ‘o'clock’, you could ask,
‘Should I come at 7 O'clock?'

"Or should 1, like Gopa, come at 12
o'clock?”

“Don't talk to me about Gopa. He's a
blockhead.”

“A ‘blockhead't What does it mean?”

“"When you refer to someone as a
blockhead, it means that you think he/she
is a ‘stupid person’. For example, ‘In my
opinion, my next door neighbour is a
blockhead'”

“Maost people think that their
neighbours are a bunch of blockheads.
Mine is not anly a blockhead, but also an
ugly blockhead.”

"I don’t think you should call Malathy
“But she is ugly!”

“Still, you shouldn't call her that.
Sounds too direct.”

"0.k. You give me another word which
means ‘ugly’ and ..."

“.... you could say ‘homely”."

“"Homely!™

“Yes. In American English, when you
refer to someone as being ‘homely”, it
means he/she is ‘plain, unattractive’.”

"1 see. So, can 1 say, ‘Malathy has a
homely face'?"

“Yes, you can. ‘Homely” can be used
with men as well. For example, 1 can say,
“Vijay is a homely boy""

"Meaning that Vijay is not good
looking."

“Exactly! But remember, this is in
American English.”

“Do you think you have a homely
face?"

“You'd better leave before 1 break your
head, you blockhead.”.

"0.K. 0.k.! What time should 1 come
tomorrow?”

“Be here by 8 o'clock.”
Published in The Hindu on August 29,
195,
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Word of the day

Supine:
lying face upward; passive as a result of
Indolence or indifference

Synonym: inactive

Usage: No other colony showed such supine,
seifish hefplessness in ollowing her own border
citizens to be mercilessly harried.

Pronunciation: newsth iive/supinepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sijjuparn/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
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The budget allocated  The European Union’s ~ State-run schools in Number of tourists The increase in SEBI's
for developing and proposed plan to beef  Jharkhand functioning who visited J&K in the total income in
renovating temples up defences with a single teacher past two years 2023-24

In crore. The amount has
lsl been allocated for

developing and renovating
temples under the

In billion euros. The
sw chief of the European
Union's executive
d an 800 billion euro plan to beef

Rajasthan Devasthan Minister Joraram
Kumawat said there were 593 temples
under the Department, out of which 552
are in the State and 41 in other States. »n

up the defences of EU nations to lessen the
impact of a potential U.S. disengagement
and provide Ukraine with military muscle
to negotiate with Russia. »

As many as

7 93 7,930 State-run

’ schools in
Jharkhand are functioning with a single
teacher each, Education Minister Ramdas
Soren said on Tuesday. Around 3.81 lakh
students are enrolled in these
single-teacher schools,

In crore tourists. Over 4.4

4 4 crore tourists, including

. 1.20 lakh foreigners, visited
Jammu and Kashmir in the past two years.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said 335.08
crore has been allocated for the promotion
of the tourism department over the past
two financial years. o

In per cent. Markets regulator
48 SEBI's total income rose 48%

year-on-year to 12,075 crore
in 2023-24, driven by increased earnings
from fees and subscriptions. Of the total
income, the regulator earned a fee income
of 31,8515 crore, vn
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What are the issues around delimitation?

Follow us o facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

When was the last delimitation exercise done? What did the Home Minister state with respect to increasing the number of seats in States and how it will be
done? Which States will be at a disadvantage should representation based on projected population come into being?

EXPLAINE

Rangarajan. R
The story so far:

here has been a renewed
debate about delimitation after
the issue was raised by the

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.
The delimitation of constituencies for the
Lok Sabha and State Legislative
Assemblies is to be carried out on the
basis of the first Census after 2026,

What are constitutional provisions?
Delimitation means the process of fixing
the number of seats and boundaries of
territorial constituencies in each State for
the Lok Sabha and Legislative assemblies.
This exercise is performed by the
“Delimitation Commission’ that is set up
by an act of Parliament. Such an exercise
was carried out based on the 1951, 1961
and 1971 Census. The number of seats in
the Lok Sabha, based on the 1971 Census,
was fixed at 543, when the population
was 54.8 crore. However, since then, it
has been frozen in order to encourage
population control measures. This
number is to be readjusted based on the
first Census after 2026. As the 2021
Census that was originally postponed due
to COVID-19 is yet to commence, there
have been debates linking it to the
ensuing delimitation.

What are the issues?

The populati losion that happened
in our country during the last five
decades has been uneven with some
States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan having a greater
increase than States like Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
There are two scenarios that are being
discussed with respect to the revised
delimitation exercise.

The first is to continue with the existing
543 seats and their redistribution
amongst various States (Exhibit 1). The
second is to increase the number of seats

population control measures

to 848, with proportionate increase
among various States (Exhibit 2). Home
Minister Amit Shah stated in a recent
public meeting that the number of seats
will not be reduced for any State and that
it would be increased on a ‘pro-rata’ basis
for all States including the southern
States. The basis for this ‘pro-rata’ share
for States — whether it will be based on
the existing percentage in the share of
seats or on projected population - is not
clear.

As per Exhibit 2 which is based on
projected population, it is evident that

Exhibit 1: If seats are retained st 543 and reappor-
tioned among States based on 2026* population based on the 2026* population

Proportional representation

The number of seats in the Lok Sabha, based on the 1971 Census, was fixed at 543, when
the population was 54.8 crore. However, since then, it has been frozen in order to encourage

Exhibit 2 If the number of sests is increased to 848
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southern States, smaller States in the
north like Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and
L d, as well as the by n

see it decline by 5%.

What can be a solution?

‘Democracy’ means ‘rule or government
by the people’. It follows that the
government is elected by the majority
with the broad principle of ‘one
citizen-one vote-one value’. However, it is
pertinent to note that this principle has
been diluted, in the interest of population
control, since 1976 when the delimitation
exercise was post, for the first time.

In a federation like the U.S., the
number of seats in the House of
Representatives has been capped at 435
since 1913, though the population of the
country has increased almost four times
from 9.4 crore in 1911 to an estimated 34
crore in 2024,

The main job of a Member of
Parliament (MP) is to legislate on ‘Union
List' matters and hold the Union

ent accountable. Majority of the
schemes of the Union Government are
implemented by State governments. The
country has functioned with 543 Lok
Sabha MPs for the past five decades while
the population increased from 55 crore to
5 crore. India’s population is projected
to peak at around 165-170 crore, an
increase of around 15% from the current
level, in the next three decades and then
decline. Considering the above factors,
the 543 MPs in Lok Sabha may be capped
at the existing number. It would ensure
status quo in representation from various
States and uphold the federal principle.
The MPs and leaders of both regional and
national political parties from the south,
smaller States in north and the

States are bound to be at a disadh

northy States should consider it

when compared to the larger northern
States. This may go against the ‘basic
structure’ of federalism in our polity. It
will lead to a feeling of disenchantment in
the States that stand to lose in their
proportional representation, and thereby
political significance, despite controlling
their population.

Southern States that have a 24% share
in the number of seats at present would

their responsibility to demand such a cap
from the Parliament in order to protect
the political interest of the regions they
represent. The number of MLAs in each
State may be increased in line with the
gmjmed population to addfvss the

rajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified'. He currently
trains civil-service aspirants at ‘Officers IAS
Academy’. Views expressed are personal.
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Delimitation means the
process of fling the number of
seats and boundaries of
temitorial constituencies in
each State for the Lok Sabha
and Legislative assemblies.

-

Home Minister Amit Shah
stated In a recent public
meeting that the number of
seats will not be reduced for
any State and that it would be
increased on a ‘pro-rata’ basis
for all States including the
southern States.

-

‘Democracy’ means ‘rule or
government by the people’. it
follows that the government i
elected by the majority with
the broad principle of ‘one
citizen-ane vote-one value’

What is the current status of
U.S.-Taiwan relations?

There has been a rise in Chinese aggression across the Taiwan Strait. At the same time, Donald Trump has

hinted at Taiwan being too far away for the US. to be of any help should Beijing adopt a military route

WORLD INSIGHT

Gunjan Singh

he recent February 16 update
of the U.S. State

erroneous message to the separatist
forces advocating for Taiwan
independence”. The driver of U.S. Taiwan
policy is the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA),
1979, which, “Declares it to be the policy
of the United States to preserve and

factsheet on Taiwan calls for a

revisit of U.S. Taiwan relations.
The factsheet now does not assert that
“we do not support Taiwan
independence” and states that the U.S.
will support “Taiwan's membership in
international organisations where
applicable”. The deletion was termed a
routine update by Washington and was
welcomed by Taiwan. However, it did
receive strong opposition from Beijing. As
per China’s Foreign Ministry, “The US
State Department's revision of the list of
facts ling US-Taiwan i

promote close, and friendly
commercial, cultural, and other relations
between the people of the United States
and the people on Taiwan....and to
provide Taiwan with arms of a defensive
character”, This policy underscores the
regular arms sales from the U.S. to Taiwan
which has received ire from Beijing.

Trump on Taiwan

U.S. President Donald Trump has proven
himself to be unpredictable, and talks of
tariffs have made U.S.-China relations
challenging. However, U.S. Taiwan

represents a serious regression in its
stance on Taiwan...(and) sends a seriously

are also getting complicated.
Mr. Trump during his campaign had
hinted that he believes that Taiwan has

stolen the chip industry from the U.S. He
has also asserted that he is keen that
Taiwan should pay the U.S. for i

administration had approved arms deal
worth $10 billion and sold arms worth $18
billion to Taiwan. He also signed laws
which improved U.S.-Taiwan relations
such as the Taipei Act, Taiwan Travel Act
and Taiwan Assurance Act.

Taiwan’s vulnerable position
There has been a consistent rise in
Chinese aggression in the form of military
exercises across the Taiwan strait.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has also
been building a global narrative in the
hope to further isolate Taiwan. Beijing has
had a tough relationship with the

: 1 D A

and that Taiwan should increase its
defence budget. Taiwan today is in the
process of negotiating a LS. arms deal of
740 billion dollars. It has also increased
its defence budget to 2.5% of its GDP.
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te has

pr
Progressive Party’s (DPP) government
since 2016. During the last three terms of
the DPP, Taiwan lost diplomatic allies to
Beijing. Today only 12 countries have
diplomatic relations with Taipei. The
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The recent February 16 update
of the U.S. State Department
factsheet on Taiwan calls for a
revisit of U.S.-Talwan redations.
The factsheet now does nat
assert that “we do not support
Taiwan independence”,

v
Mr. Trump during his campaign
had hinted that he believes

that Talwan has stolen the chip
industry from the U.S.

v

Bedfing has had a tough
relationship with the
Demacratic

2024 elections k d under
military by China across the

announced that he will be ¢
more with Mr. Trump and will also be
looking for increasing investments in the
U.S. The Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company (TSMC) has
announced that it is planning to invest
around $100 billion in developing
manufacturing in the U.S., raising its
investments to around $165 billion. Mr,
Trump has also made statements to the
effect of hinting at Taiwan being too far
away for the U.S. to be of any help should
Beijing adopt a military route. However,
the fact remains that Mr. Trump's last

Taiwan Strait. Along with regular military
drills, Beijing has also resorted to using
spy balloons and cyber-attacks. These
tactics have been an attempt to keep the
threat of military invasion real.

A conflictual relationship between the
U.S. and China can raise existential

for Taiwan. For Mr. Xi, itis

about national rejuvenation, while for
Washington, Taiwan matters as a chip hub
and as a market for U.S. weapons.

The writer is Associate Professor, OP
Jindal Global University.

p
Progressive Party's [DPP)
government in Talwan since
2016
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Securing the skies

With adversaries rapidly upgrading to next-generation
aircraft, India must priortise air combat readiness
@ Indian Air Force (IAF) is at a critical juncture, balancing the need for rapid mod-

y under the ‘A h

Bharat' initiative. A recent

I emisation with self-suffi

report by the Empowered Committee for Capability Enhancement of the IAF, has
Identified key thrust areas and provided recommendations to address shortfalls and enhance
the force's capabilities. The IAF is currently operating at 31 fighter squadrons, signifi-
cantly below the sanctioned strength of 42 squadrons. The delays in the induction of
the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A and the gradual phasing out of ageing Jaguar,
MIG-29UPG, and Mirage-2000 present an urgent need for new acquisitions. The report
underscores the necessity of accelerating the production of the LCA Mk1A, LCA Mk2,
and the fifth-generation Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA). Besides, the need
for additional Airborne Early-Warning and Control (AEW&C) aircraft, mid-air refuelers,
and advanced missile systems is crucial for operational capabilities. The committee has

stressed the role of the private sector in complement-
ing efforts by Defence PSUs and the DRDO to boost

capacity and

In £ man-

uacturing. The slow pace of domestic fighter jet pro-
duction has led to gaps In operational readiness, par-
ticularly when adversaries lie China and Pakistan are
rapidly modermising their air forces with fifth- and even
sith-generation aircraft.

The complex procurement process and lack of stream-
lined declsion-making continue to delay critical acqui-
sitions compromising the air strength. While progress
has been made in indigenous defence production, there
are still gaps in high-end technologies such as jet engine

development, advanced avionics, and stealth capabilities. The financial allocation for defence
needs to align with modemisation goals, ensuring adequate funding for both indigenous
projects and immediate acquisitions. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has directed that
the committee's recommendations be implemented in a structured and time-sensitive
manner to prevent further delays. The government must ensure the timely execution of
the AMCA program and increase HAL's production capacity to meet annual fighter jet

nts. Besides, a

procurement

reducing bureaucratic delays,

Is essential to fast-track approvals and acquisitions. Strengthening collaborations with
global aerospace leaders to bring in advanced technology while setting up domestic man-
ufacturing hubs will help accelerate modernisation. Encouraging private defence man-
ufacturers through policy reforms, incentives, and infrastructure support will boost self-
sufficiency in aerospace production. The recommendations underscore call for urgent
action and need for addressing systemic challenges, and fostering innovation through
private sector involvement. Indeed, India must achieve a combat-ready and self-suffi-
clent air force capable of countering emerging threats. The need for a modern and high-
ly efficient Alr Force is more critical than ever.

.
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Russia China help
Junta hold the fort

Myanmar’s civil war sees resistance forces making major gains, yet the Junta

retains key

ast  weel Home
Minister Amit Shah
held a review meeting of
Manipur under the
President’s Rule and also
discussed the trade routes to
Myanmar with the border areas
no longer under Juntas control,
Myanmarese Generals have ruled
the roost since 1962, Their fourth
coup February 2021, s the
longest but one which has met
wv’l‘gllw biggest resistance and for
the first time, the Bmar
(Burmese) joined the opposi
tion which consists of Ethnic
Armed Organisations (EAO),
Peoples Delence Force (PDF)
un:lcr National  United
Government (NUG), local mili
tias and rebel groups all united in
defeating the Junta,
Undcrns‘umnn rule organized
crime of which it is beneficiary
has risen phenomenally to USD
2bn in cyber scams and other
frauds. Many Indians have been
unsuspecting participants and
victims, Never before has
Resistance been so organized in
its fight against the military; suc
cess has come without any unified
command and what at best is
coordinated operations like
Three Brotherhood Alliance
which launched Operation 1027
by three EAOs TNLA,
MNDAA, and AA
The last of these ~ the Arakan
Army - Is militarily the strongest
and operates in the Rakhine
province in the south while the
other two EAOs operate in the
northern Shan state. Codename
1027 denotes the launch date of
the massive offensive in the north
on October 27, 2023,
China plays a double role: sup
paorting the Junta as well as some
of the EAOs, Lately, there has
been a policy shift - full support
to the Junta. But  Chinese pro
nouncements ﬂ't'd(‘ll‘""\\'; cst
to go by Chinese deeds, not
words.On the ground, in the
fourth year of the war, the Junta
has lost considerable ground but
is nowhere near being defeated.
On the scale of conflict measure
ment, Junta holds 21 per cent of
the territory which consists of the
precious Irrawaddy heartland of
mars and includes the new cap
ital Naypidaw, Yangon and
Mandalay, the two largest cities;
and all sea ports and air bases,
Only ane seaport the India-oper
ated Sittwe is under threat sur

rounded by the Arakan Army.
‘Two military command he
uarters and two air bases in
the north and south have been
taken by Resistance forces,
Some 145 of 350 townships are

lost by Junta which has also
Jost all trade routes/posts on
the borders with Bangladesh,
India, China, and Thailand.
Only one trade route Moosa,
is with Junta. The Resistance
controls 42 per cent territory
with the remaining being No
Man's Land, More important
Iy, 80 per cent of people espe
clally Bmars support resis
tance while only 20 per cent
are with Junta, During previ
ous uprisings, Bmar always
supported  the Junta
Corruption is endemic, top
down and has eroded Juntak
military capabilities, It has led
to defections and desertions
with fighting battalions down
10 100 men against the stan
dard 600 soldiers. Some 167
battalions appear to have been
lost, and weapons sold result
ing in low morale and scant
will to fight. Casualties are
numerous on both sides but no
figures have been released,
Junta commanders have made
false claims about facts on the
ground. Some ghost units are
on the Orbat. Most supply
lines have been rendered unus
able for reinforcements.

All movement is by air and
counter-attacks therefore also
launched from air causing
hr.n?‘ casualties among the
civilian  population.The
Resistance has been enriched

CHINA PLAYS A
DOUBLE ROLE:
SUPPORTING THE
JUNTA AS

WELL AS

SOME OF THE
EAOS.

LATELY, THERE
HAS BEEN A
POLICY
SHIFT-FULL
SUPPORT TO THE
JUNTA. BUT
CHINESE
PRONOUNCEMENTS
ARE DECEPTIVE;
BEST TO GO BY
CHINESE DEEDS,
NOT WORDS

ASHOK K MEHTA

cities and economic hubs with China and Russia’s backing

x

by defectors who bring
weapons and skills, Women
now comprise 60 per cent of
the force though they are
mainly in support roles, In ear-
lier uprisings, women consti
tuted only 10 per cent,
This time diaspora support is
unwc\'ah'nlu; and a signifi
cant factor, Recruitment to
PDF has also risen with sup-
port being provided by exter
nal players. PDFs are called
‘watermelons’ green outside
and red inside. f\'hlll‘ green is
the colour of the uniform, red
is the colour of the National
League for Democracy flag,
Despite the high morale and
momentum of success,
Resistance requires a new mil-
Itary strategy, another 1027,
Resistance is expected to attack
Junta’s defence ordnance fac
torkes- their defence industri
al base- near Mandalay and its
loss will be a big blow to the
military but still not enough to
unhinge it.
PDF has to reorganize into bat
talion/brigade formations
under a command structure to
be able to capture and hold
ground and take strategic tar
ts like airbases. China and
ussia, two P5 members in the
UNSC, are partners with No
Limits but not military allies,
Both support the Junta,
Russia is now the key military
supplier and since 2021, has
rovided equipment worth
JSD 406 mn. Junta supremo
Senlor General Min Aung
Hlaing visited Russia last year
ostensibly for a medical check

up.
Russia supplied six Su30 air
craft while six Burmese ele
phants were sent to Moscow.
The Sukhois will significantly
enhance aerial capability and
cause additional clvilian casu
alties, China remains the key
stakeholder in Myanmar and
Is supporting the Junta as it has
made major military and eco
nomic investments in
Myanmar.
It eyes the rich minerals, oll,
gas and hydropower, Ity gas
pipeline from Kyaukphu seat
Rorl on the Andaman Sea to
Cunming in Yunnan provides
Beljing access to the Indian
Ocean. Gas |\lydlnﬂ are bel
supplemented by road w
railway arteries, Along with
Coco [sland given on lease, the
China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor constitutes an alter
native route to Chinal Malacca
dilemma,
With 20,000 new recruits with
Junta, Beijing has calculated
that Resistance cannot defeat
it. So Beljing-brokered cease
fires with EAOw in Kachin
and Shan states and Kokang
region in the north and also
with MNDAA in January
2025, Beljing will also support
Junta to hold elections in
November 2025 giving it the
fig-leaf of legitimacy,
(The writer, a retirved Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff; cur
ntly the Integrated Defence
Staff. The views are personal)

RBI's Repo Rate cut: A golden

opportunity for homebuyers

With the RBI lowering the repo rate by 25 basis points, home loan borrowers
stand to benefit from reduced EMIs, making homeownership more affordable

ny time is a good
time when it comes
to buying a home

However, the recent repo
rate cuts signal a lowering
of interest rates in the
future, thus, hinting at a
possibly more stable econ
omy and increased scope
for ltlll estate investment
Home buyers in India are
wondering whether they
should consider purchasing
 home following the recent
repo rate cuts by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

The country’s central bank
recently lowered the repo
rates by 25 bps from 6.5 per
cent to 6.25 per cent,

This marks the first rate cut
in five years by the
Monetary z'nllc J
Committee (MPC), whtcg\
can result in significant
savings for home loan bor
rowers,

Small and steady savings
on EMIs

Home loan applicants stand
to benefit from RBI's recent
decision, as it will help
them service loans at a
lower cost.

This reduction in EMIs
would also make home
ownership more affordable

for potential buyers. Let's
illustrate this with an exam
ple. Suppose that you took
a 20-year home loan of Rs
20 lakhs at an 8,75% inter

est rate. Your current
monthly EMI would be
somewhere around Rs
17,674,

With the new rate, your
monthly EMI drops to Rs
17,356, resulting in a total
savings of Rs. 76,259,

If you maintain your cur
rent EMI payments, you
could pay off your loan 5

months earlier than origl
nally planned. For those
who are hesitant to enter
the housing market due to
high property prices and
interest rates, this may be a
good opportunity to take
advantage of reduced bor
rowing costs, However, it s
imperative to consider
other factors such as mar
ket trends, location, and
[:nmml financial stability
efore making a decision
Way to loan refinancing
options

ATUL MONGA

Borrowers might feel that
the savings from reduced
repo rates are minimal
when it comes to monthly
EMI outgoings. As the say
ing goes, “A penny saved s
a penny earned,” and even
a small saving on EMIs
could contribute to larger
savings in the long term,
Additionally, borrowers
with strong credit scores
can take advantage of com
petitive refinance options,
Since they are considered
low-risk by lenders, they are
most likely to secure lower
interest rates on lc““‘nt'fd
loans,
Win for the housing sector
The RBI aims to stimulate
the economy by making
home financing more
accessible, This can lead to
increased demand in the
housing sector, especially in
areas where property prices
have been sharply increas
ing due to infrastructure
development and improved
amenities, The reduction in
the cost of borrowing can
help mitigate some pressure
from skyrocketing hous
lng
(The writer is CEOé~ Co-
Founder, BASIC Home
Loan; views are personal)

LETTERS L C R AR
The Legacy of Sri Ramakrishna

A GLIMMAR OF HOPE IN MANIPUR
Madam — The editorial, "A Fresh Start..."
(March 4, 2025), presents a positive out
look on the surrender of illegal arms in
Manl&mr However, as noted in the edito
rial, this is likely only a fraction of the
weapons still in the possession of warring
groups.Despite this development, nothing
substantial has been done to bring lasting
peace to the state—except for the resigna.
tion of the Chief Minister, who was wide
ly seen as responsible for the unfortunate
rn of events, The 60,000 displaced indi
viduals forced into the forests must be
allowed to return to their homes and lead
normal lives. For this to happen, the gov-
ernment must establish an impartial
administration that earns the trust of all
sections of society. Symbolic gestures alone
will not suffice; all looted and illegal arms
must be surrendered to achieve real
TORress.

he birth anniversary of Sri
Ramakrishna, according to the

Bengali lunar calendar, was cel-

famously said, “There are many doors
to God's house... No matter which door
you enter through, you get inside."He
did not merely preach tolerance—he
racticed it. Sri Ramakrishna fol-
owed the path of Islam for some time
and adhered to its teachings.
Later, he practiced Christianity for a
brief period, demonstrating his belief
in the idea that "Many opinions, many
paths."Swami Vivekananda, his devot-
ed disciple, once said, "Each human
being embodies God. This is what 1
have learned from my Master, Sri
Ramakrishna," His teachings serve as
" Ipnw:-r!ul antidote to In?:ur:\lnnlly.

0
y

ebrated on March 1 this year, Sri
Rmnlkllni}nn urged us to liberate

If both the state and central g
had been genuinely committed to foster
ing peaceful coexistence among the groups,
the situation would not have deteriorated
so severely for so long, Even after major
incidents—inchuding the looting of arms,
wround 250 murders, women being parad
ed nude, and places of worship being ran
sacked—the government's inefficacy
remained glaringly evident. Yet, it took an
inordinate amount of time to secure the
Chief Minister’s resignation. President’s
Rule alone cannot bring about meaning
ful change, as it operates under directives
from the Home Ministry, which itself has
been exposed for its lack of a clear strate
gy True peace will return only when an
impartial and competent administration
takes charge. Unfortunately, neither the
state nor the nation has a charismatic leader
capable of Inul:mng a positive response
from the people.
A G Rajmoban | Chandigark

FORMER SEBI CHIEF IN TROUBLE

Madam—Apropos the front page news
item, "Buch Ikmh\r.pubhdn on Mar. 3,
this is my response. With a special court
directing the Anti-Corruption Bureau

rom dogma. He

(ACB) to file FIR against the former SEBI
Chairperson Madhabi Buch for alleged
stock market fraud and regulatory viola
tions, the case will likely have far-reaching
implications for regulatory governance in
Indias financial markets. Whether this
probe will uncover deeper systemic failures
or simply remain a high-profile lrﬁ:l bat
the remains to be seen. However, the con
troversy surrounding SEBI% regulatory
actions has already sparked enough con
cerns among investors and market partic
IE““““ Analysts believe that such legal bat
thes could impact investor confidence, espe
clally among foreign institutional investors
who rely on SEBI's oversight for market
transparency. As the case unfolds, it
remains to be seen how the investigation
will impact SEBIS credibility and its
approach to future regulatory enforcement.
Im;mrlunllr the case as well raises serious
questions about the central government’s
commitment to transparency and integri
ty on the functioning of the country’s pre
mier regulatory body for securities and
commaodity market.

Ranganathan | Chennal

L atred, as o d
values that remain profoundly relevant
today.

Sujit De | Kolkata

REIN IN SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCERS
Madam — In a recent ruling, the Supreme
Court emphasized that individuals engaged
in social media influencing or podcasting
must uphold morality and decency in their
content before broadcasting it. The Court
stressed that such influencers must recog
nize their responsibility towards society.
Creating humor through vulgar slang
and offensive language does not contribute
positively to sockety. Instead, it fosters a neg
ative mindset, particularly in the younger
generation (Gen 7). Striving to appear as
a "cool dude” in front of an audience does
not absolve influencers of their responsi
bilities as citizens, In his defense, Ranbir
Allahabadia argued that his controversial
staternent was made purely in jest. Humor
should not come at the expense of emo
tons or sensitivity. Instead, influencers
should focus on fostering a respectful and
thoughtful environment that contributes
to a united mdm

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

Sand your feedback bo:
letterstoploneer@gmail.com
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Incompatible duo

Insurance, MFs too dissimilar to be bundled together

he idea of bundling insurance cover with
Systematic Investment Plans (SIPs) in

I funds, being di dinindustry
foranow, is a bad one, The mutual fund industry
seems to be keen on this structure to sweeten the
appeal of its products and ensure continuity of SIPs,
The insurance industry seems to be pushing it to
keep the gravy train going, as its products lose
popularity owing to the phase-out of tax breaks
under the new tax regime.

Insurance products in India have always
been sold for their tax breaks rather than
their protection benefits. In this proposed
product, insurance premia is embedded into
SIP contributions; therefore, in the event of
an investor's ill health or death, his SIP can
be continued with the insurance proceeds,
The flaw here is that the investor or her
nominee may have more pressing uses for
the insurance proceeds in the unfortunate
event of the ill-health or death of a
breadwinner, On the occurrence of
life-altering events such as illness, investors
may also see a reduction in their risk-taking
ability which may call for stopping SIPs and
parking the money in safer avenues.
Embedding insurance into SIPs may
therefore not serve the industry’s objective
of ensuring SIP continuance. Handing over
the death claim to the Asset Management
Company (AMC) instead of investor
nominees, a structure that was attempted in
the past, would be wholly unfair to the
dependents.

Bundling insurance covers with SIPs
creates practical difficulties for investors
100, For one, the decision on how much life
or health insurance cover tobuyisa
personal one and should be taken by an
individual based on his or her earning ability
and dependents, among other factors, A
bundled product would offer a standard
cover for all, which could be unnecessary for
some investors and inadequate for others,
Two, insurance and mutual funds are
inherently incompatible because of the
widely different time horizons for which
investors buy them. Indian investors
typically run SIPs for two or three years ata
time, Life and health covers are intended to
cover the buyer lifelong, If SIP stoppages
end up interrupting insurance premium
payments, the insurance cover will lapse
with the investor forfeiting the premium
paid by him and the insurer pocketing
substantial penalties,

Three, settling insurance claims entails
significant paperwork and multiple
interactions between the policyholderand
the insurance company. It is unclear whom
investors in SIPs should turn to for claims
processing, in the event of a health
emergency or death of the investor. Given
that AMCs and insurers have separate
distribution channels, it is moot if AMCs or
their distributors who sell the bundled SIP
product to the investor, will co-ordinate
with the insurer for claims settlement,
Overall, insurance and mutual funds
products are as different as chalk and
cheese, and there can be no rationale for
combining them.

POCKET

GABRIEL ZUCMAN

hrough a flurry of executive

orders, US President

Donald Trump has spent his

first weeks in office trying o

dismantle the international
order that the United States helped
create after World War 11, Under the
banner of “America First,” his
administration has withdrawn from the
Paris climate agreement, the World
Health Organization, and the UN
Human Rights Council, And now, it is
poised to go further. A sweeping review
of all multilateral organisations ls
underway to determine whether the US
should stay or go,

Trump (s also determined to upend
the International trade system, Less
than two weeks after taking office, he
announced steep tariffs: 25 per centon
imports from Canada and Mexico, and
10 per cent on imports from China (on
top of the levies already in place). Since
granting Canada and Mexico a
one-month reprieve in early February,
he has signalled that the taniffs are
“going forward," though seemingly with
another month-long delay. He has also
announced a 25 per cent tariff on all
steel and aluminium imports, and hinted
atadditional levies on automobiles,

N icals and

har puter chips,
Europe,:m.«nﬂd soon find itself in the
crosshairs,

The consequences of the trade war
Trump seems determined to stoke could
be severe, and not just because of the
sheer volume of trade that Is at stake,

S y chains are deeply
muz?g‘r‘?md ln:rmrdtrs. up‘énuntlllg
for around 50 per cent of intra-regional
trade. In many cases, COMpoNents cross
borders multiple imes

assembly, so paying a 25 per cent tariff
each time an input crosses a border
would quickly ratchet up costs.

Consider Mexico, which has
surpassed even China as America's
largest trading partner in goods, Beyond
dug:xpdng -ug;l‘l‘u of | Megm avocados
(awell-known example), tariffs would

have serious

businessli

e

America’s oligarchs are
Trump’s Achilles’ heel

RETALIATORY MOVE. As Trump follows through with tariffs, the affected countries
should tax US oligarchs who benefit the most from globalisation

sales from Mexico, while Honda sources
nearly 13 per cent, and Volkswagen 43
per cent.

What should Mexico do? When
Trump imposed tariffs on America’s
neighbours in 2018, Mexican authorities
responded strategically by targeting
products from politically significant US
states, slapping tariffs on apples,
bourbon, cheese, cranberries, pork, and

atoes. But this hhas
Imitations, especially given the vast size
of the US economy relative to its
neighbours.

Still, Mexico, Canada, and Euw
have leverage. America's Achilles” heel is
its highly lised oligarch

The most effective is  thatmul Is have dodged
simple: tariffs for oligarchs, Countries elsewhere, gradually eroding the appeal
should tie market access for foreign of tax competition. It would become

I 1s and billionaires to fair Sews for firme or individnalst:
taxation. As soon as Trump follows move to low-tax countries, because the
through with tariffs on Canada and savings would be offset by higher taxes
Mexico, those countries should retaliate les with large

by taxing US oligarchs. Inother words, if
Tesla wants to sell cars in Canada and
Mexico, Elon Musk — Tesla's primary
shareholder — should be required to pay
taxes in those jurisdictions.

EXPLICITLY EXTRATERRITORIAL
Of course, this strategy Is explicitly

extraterritorial, since it 8 Tax
bl forel i

small group of ultra-wealthy individuals
whose fortunes depend on access to
gloh_al markets. This vulnerabiliy gives

agriculture sector that supplies 63 per
cent of US vegetable imports and 47 per
cent of its fruit and nut imports.

The automotive industry — one of
Mexico’s key economic sectors,
employing more than a million le
mwrlmi t'*}‘:uung around 5 per CF::‘O‘PM_
GDP — would also take a major hit. A
recent S&P Global report shows that
Mexico is now the largest source of US
light-vehicle imports, outpacing Japan,
South Kores, und Europe. Nisan,fr |
example, sources 27 per cent of its US

An oligarch tax shifts
the economic conflict
from a battle between
countries — which fuels
nationalist tensions and
economic retaliation — to
one between consumers
and oligarchs

g e in
exchange for access to local markets, But
rather fearing extraterritoriality,
countries should embrace it as a tool for
enforcing minimum standards, curbing
inequality, preventing tax evasion, and
promating sustainability,

Unlike traditional tariffs, an oligarch
taxtargets those who benefit the most
from globalisation: billionaires and the
corporations they control. It shifts the
economic conflict from a battle between
countries — which fuels nationali

markets. The race to the bottom would
so0on be replaced by a race to the top.
Trump's return to the White House

carries alarming implications. But it also
presents an opportunity. Thisisa
moment to rethink international
economic relations, calmly but radically.
‘The best response is ar'\«'e.w global

Lot 1

tax competition, fights inequality, and
En‘:‘:cu our planet, Under such a

work, importing countries would
enforce tax justice beyond their borders,
ensuring that multinational
corporations and their billionaire
owners pay their fair share.

Ifit's a trade war Tramp wants,
congumers in Mexico, Canada, Ex 9
and beyond should unite to ensure t
Musk and his fellow oligarchs feel the
cost.

tensions and economic retalkation — o
one betv J ollearcix

The writer s Professor of Economics at the Parts
Schoal of

Moreover, this approach coumnger
avirtuous cycle. Countries with major
consumer markets could collect taxes

Summer Research Professor of Economics at the
Unhversty of Calfornia, Berkeley, and Director of the
EL T ObServaRary. Coppripht ot yrccans 2225

Key changes, unresolved questions in [-T Bill

Consolidation of TDS provisions and the adoption of clearer terminology are among the notable improvements

— significant implications for holding
::"" Sinka company structures from a tax
Soyl effich ctive,
Proviaions relating tothe
he Income Tax Bill, 2025 (Bill) interpretation of tax treaties: The Bill
has been introduced with the proposes that any undefined term used
ogmm of making the income inataxtreaty will have the same
ax “concise, lucld, easy to read and meaning as under the ITAor any
d d". The ¢ has lanation provided by the

emphasised that since the income tax
law Is updated regularly, the Bill does not
bring major policy changes. However, as
wcnlgkr nj clo':ev fz(x certaln changes
stand out as fi

rnment, If the term is not defined in
the ITA, the government can define it
through a notification. The definition
(as provided in the ITA or through a

warranting closer examination, We have
discussed some of these below,
No deduction of int;

ification) will apply from the date the
taxtreaty came into force. Therefore,
the Bill allows the Government to

dividends for companies under the 22
per cent tax regime: The Bill introduces
achange to the provision allowing a

lly define treaty terms
Issuing notifications from time to time.
This could lead to inconsistency and
conflicts with judicial interpretations,

for inte P
Currently, under the Income Tax Act
(ITA), domestic companies paying tax at
15 per cent as well as 22 per cent can
a»;:u the dividend income they receive
h

p business
trusts, so long as they distribute these
dividends to their shareholders before

the prescribed date, However, the new
Bill removes this deduction for
companies under the 22 per cent tax
regime, while pmm\'mgpl‘lw benefit for
companies under the 15 Eet cent tax
regime, It is hoped that this discrepancy
arises from an inadvertent drafting error
which will be rectified during the
legislative enactment process. If this

i pically interpret tax

treaties based on their original intent,

Sucha provision would also not be
i with the Vienna C

-
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NEW BILL. Some significant changes

(including a belated return) to claim a
refund. While the income tax
department has clarified that there are
no policy changes relating to refunds,
the wording of the Bill suggests
otherwise, Itis hoped that the enacted
law will be revised to address this
concern,

Indemnity for TDS: The Bill
i dv pt that isn't found in

which provides that tax treaty partners
are obliged to refrain from acts which
would undermine the object and
purpose of the tax treaty as intended at
the time of signing, If enacted inits
current form, this provision may be
susceptible to judicial scrutiny.
Timely filing of income tax return
for claiming a tax refund: The Bill
proposes that taxpayers must file thelr
income tax return on or before the due
date to claim a refund, Thisisa
departure from the current law, which

the ITA-an indcmlrmyfcr ax
withholders. Clause 518 of the Bill
provides that ‘Every person deducting,

and if they can contractually agree to

waive the indemnity, such as when the

Ry;rugmexmbcu the TDS liabiliry.
e issues will need clarification.

Overlap of the ITA and the new law:
The Bill proposes that the ITA will be
repealed but will still apply in certain
situations. For example, assessments
and appeals for financial years up to
2025-26 will continue to be governed by
the ITA. Further, the definition of
“income” in the Bill contains more than
20 sub-clauses, with the last clause
providing that any other income
referved to n the ITA will also be
considered income under the new law,
Essentially, even with the new law in
place, parts of the ITA will still need to
be considered. This could lead to some
confusion or difficulty.

While the Bill is not intended to
overhaul the ITA, it does introduce some
key changes. Some of these changes are a
clear de) from the current law,
and a few provisions could use further
clarification or reconsideration. That
sald, the Bill brings notable

T as th

retaining, or paying any tax in p

of this Act in respect of an income

belonging to another person shall be
fied for the deducti

consolidation of tax deduction at source
provisions and the adoption of clearer

retention, or payment thereof”,
Questions are likely to arise around the

gy. The practical impact of
these changes (nn':e the mll'a'::mcd)
will ultimately determine the success of
the s efforts tostrikea

scope and coverage of this

and if it will include interest and penalty
as well. Also, it would be interesting to
see If parties will need to agree to

balance between simplifying the tax
regime and maintaining legal certainry.

issue remains unaddressed, itcould have  only requires taxpayers to file a return i d timing of | The wr Partnars, Tax Practice, Triegal

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your fetters by email or by past to Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, 859-060, Anna Sala, C

Credit score tracking preducts to cater to women's refaticns beyond a shrinking US revalves arcund the cance: *One af recessicn or even depression
This has eto’ needtabe sphere An EUthatisevidentlymare  man's expenditure is anather man's

innan-metros tracking credit scores introduced determined today an s own income " if any government for that Chans

than inmetros: NITI Aayag’ With mare women seen driving strengths is a partner worth matter spends money an

(February 4). Per the NIT| Aayog autorickshaws, liberal Fnance to cukivating immediately onthe trade  socio-econamic welfare Expand STEM

report, the share of women in
business ko has seen

consistent pragress since 2019
which ndicates good pragress on
Women's empowerment. However,
the practical challenges being faced
by them in the areas of credie
aversion, barriers to credit readiness
and the concerns in raising
necessary collsteral and uarantors
need to be addressed.

Women's se¥-help group (SHG)
concept is being abused by poltical
parties. Innavative tailar-made

king W front nthe
hactiviies must be explored context of larger areas of interest
RV Baskaran The visit of the European
Cherrs Comenission President to New Delhi
last week should establish India as a
ties with EU stable partner for the EU in these

This refers to 'EU calling’ (March 4)
The Zelersky Trump episode a the
Oval Office has, as an off-shoot,
opened up new possbiities for the
eurcaane, beyond &s defence
concerns

Now, with US weaponising tar s, the
EUis quickly focusingon trade

unsteady times.
2 Narayanan
Nerors

ing GOP
This refers to ‘US wants to remove
gavernment spending fram GOP
(March &) Macroeconomics

programmes, it becomes the
productive income of many people

Apropos ‘Accounting inthe era of
STEMY (March 4), Including basic

acc g with STEM s a desirable
change. However, students must be
her

which in turn o Itipls
effects on employment, output and,
of course, incame in y Hit
incudes only productive

expenditure (say, ssaries, capital
assets, repaymert of loans, etc) in
the calculation of GOP, then it wil
have meaning US Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick should
not be ablivious to the fact thae
government expenditure is very
sgnihicant to b any econamy out

gven ep:
impartant subjects to give them an
apporturity to sefect an educatianal
career wehout being limited to afew
faculties, Specificaly, the focus must
be an rural sudents who have
hidden talent but imited by fscal
constrares.

Mabvbare Vilage, Karvataba
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Battling India’s
obesity challenge

A large overweight young-adult population will
be a burden on the economy. Policymakers
need to plan for this looming crisis

ndia will have the largest population of obese or

overweight adol g adults (15-24 years)

by 2050, asperanmlyslspubllshedlnne

Lancet. It will also have the second-largest
population of obese or overweight children (5-14
years). Throw in adult obesity at450 million or close
t012% of the global overweight/obese population
estimated in 2050, and the health care challenges for
the country seem ming.

From cardiovascular illnesses to cancers, from type
2 diabetes to hormonal imbalances, the health effects
of being overweight or obese are physiologically
pervasive. With such a large population facing these
risks, the burden on health care will shoot up by many
multiples from now. stretching the already inadequate
health care capacity even more (not to mention quality
deficits in the public sector). And, given that the

of infectious diseases could rise or

frequently assume scales that present a massive
management challenge as planetary warming
worsens, low- and middle-income countries will find
their systems tottering under the combined weight.
This obesity epidemic will also extract serious costs
from the economy, with productivity losses and high
costs of health care. The retarding effect of such
imposts on the national income are well d d

The same technologies
that disrupt governments
also empower visionaries
in the most unexpected
places. This is our moment
toreclaim control —to use
technology as a force for
unity and progress, nota
weapon of division

sensors has

Power to devastate,
ower to germinate

mation, making it possible for people
nlmrylrvdo!uoucmcupmln
capabiliies once reserved for the

A few w«kﬁammnlwa n

“Vief as Ukraine President

tered spectacle that laid bare the

Trump,
for all his bluster, may now have lever-
osvvunln I he can humiliate Zel-

, what does that mean
for ussh 's strongman? Will he be

India a appeoached measking  willing to risk the same fate? Will n
for money. [toldhim Ididn'thaveany  push arcasonable
cash. Without hesitation, be ed M?Thrbdumedpﬁuhsﬂm:g
and said, "Kol beat nohi, bas UPLkar  in unprecedented ways.
a1 stood there for a second., unsure We have faced in
whether to be amused or impressed.  history, but never with such visibiliy.
Here :ommnewhopmbab}/ ‘When the Berlin Wall fell. the world
didnt have a home, yet he saw It through television
was fully integrated into the cameras. When the Arab
digital economy. He was Sprmg unfolded, social
more i v than the voices of
some government officials | pruum Today, the inter-
have met. connectedness of informa-
The poorest of the poor Vivek tion is even more pi

now have access to the
same advanced technolo-
gles as the weakhlest. Digh-

Al
Wadhwa A8

empower individuals, hold govern-
mients accountable, and foster innova-
tion, Blind trustin kendership, institu-
tions, and media narratives is over.
People are no longer passive observers:
they are active participants in shaping
reality, Leaders can nolonger operate

moment to forge a better future? Or
do we allow ourselves to be con-
sumed by the very technologies that
were meant 1o liberate us?

The best part is that transparency
doesn't just expose dysfunction — it
creates the possibility for v;:‘vrr

nis.
A single viral clip can shift

This new ml‘lydtmm&dmn
ment— the ability to sift through nolse

tion. The same
rupt nts also empower
vlslonams in the most unewmed

absurdity of madern geopotitics. Allies  tal payments, instant com- places. Al
watched. Adversaries watched. Mil-  munication, and limitless informa-  pul p expose up! ity — 10 use our tralised finance are no longer the
I people - tion have barriers that  in k 3 wisely rather manip-  domain of the privileged: they are
nents — watched. This was notdiplo- — once separated classes and nations. In The Driver in the Driveriess Car, ulation, And it demands courage — 10 tols for anyone bold enowgh 1o solve
macy behind closed doors, nor wasita For centuries, power was main- | asked whether technology would  push for the world we want rather than  real problems. A single entrepreneur
carefully curated narrative spun by tained yand control of  lead us toward a utoplan or dysto-  accept dysfuncticn. na remote village can now develop
It was raw, y.that conrolis<lip-  plan future. We are now facing that The Trump-Z ke ughs that once required
and embarrassingly human. ping The Z:knskyTnlnp fasco —  chofoe, but at ascale that ranscends  may feed like just another cplsode Inan  entire (nstitutions. This is our
What does this mean for human-  whether it leads to Uk s destruc- and —ltisa drama, butitisa  moment to rechim control — o use
ity? Is our access to real-time politi-  tion or forces a peace deal —was wit-  cholce for all of humanity, ;ymplanehomrmrg larger.  technology not as a weapon of divi-
cal chaos going o bring us together, nnndhylh:wnndmrulm.n The same tooks that connect us and is changing. Power isshift:  sion but as a force for unity and
or will it rip us apart? Will it force the weaknesses of leadersand — allow a beggar to receive moncy lqmm\mmthn beld nations  progress. The forces that challenge
the world's leaders into the of global through together are fracturing under the  uscan also be the ones that propel us
twnndrmmorvﬁlllumw(ydlvl who watched now have kmmqﬂnd , Incite it of new realities. The poorest of ~ forward — If we have the wisdom
sion and destruction leverage. Allies whowatched nowhave  violence, and manipulate reality.  the poor now have toolsthey neverbad — and courage to seize them.
Wrnmhmmwkmw Al-generated deeplakes, misinforma-  before, The most powerful can no
and tools like never before. The Could this longer hide their Naws, We are at a Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vientx
nential advance of Artificial lnldl I-  beaforce oraccountability? Could it~ chambers distort truth and SOW dm crossroads. Biosciences, The views expressed
gence (Al), computing. robotics, and  push Jeaders beyond their egos and  sion. Yet these same The choice is ours. Do we use this are personal

and India’s policymakers, at the Centre and in the
states (health is a state subject), need to cope with the
hurdles these pose for the stated national target of
India becoming a developed economy by mid-century.
Sedentary lifestyles, eating disorders, genetic
conditions, and poor metabolism are among the
several factors that contribute to obesity/being
overweight. A State focus on encouraging physical
activity/fitness, driving nutrition security, mapping
diets and eating habits against levels of physical
activity, and early diagnosis and intervention in case of
ge\eﬂc mental health, and physidogt*ulﬁctors that
thep toac body fat could
hdpcmmcwm Given early obesity is a precursor
for obesity and related complications in later life,
focussed intervention among children, adolescents,
and young adults will be key. Childhood
undernutrition —still a challenge for the country

despite imp 1g — Causes p i
shifts by making the body store nutrients in excess of
q ng a need to respond to
starvation. Theref alongwllh-‘ Ildhood obesity,
ensuring nutritional security in the early years needs
attention. Multiple stakeholders — parents, schools,
civil . and, of course, the government — will
have pivotal roles in ensuring this.

A reality check for
Bangladesh-India ties

Banyadeshlnmdm government chief
Ak AV: N Porod did

of the ip with India — that
there is no other way for the two countries but to have
good relations, though ties have been beset by “some
conflicts” lnmnmmYunusscondmionlhat
tl':semnﬂir:tsu- of

In 1905 Bengal partition,
the making of Bangladesh

administrative mensure to
refief to an overburdencd state, it laid
down the footprint of a longer partition that
changed the history of the subcontinent.
The idea of partitioning Bengal was nei-
ther new nor Lord Curzon's idea (Viceroy of
India from 1899 to 1905), as is generally
believed to be, Nor was it part of a sinister
plot w solidify British rule. For more than a
quarter of a century before Curzon's arrival,
there prevailed a bedief that Bengal was too
large under a single administraticn. In nm.
the province of Assam ms!ﬂwad
Bengal. The idea of m-

htmdl!mrndﬂﬂ back In the
I 1905 partition W&Mwm

enjoyed since the days of the old Muslim
viceroys and kings. Then, as a special con-
cession to the nawab, a loan of £100.000 was
offered and after that there was little diffi-
culty in gathering a large crowd of Muslims
n; set the seal of approval on the viceroy's
plan.

October 16, 1905, the day of partition.
became a turning point in British Indin’s his-
tory. The legendary bebief in the ultimate
faimess of the British was shattered. People
felt they had been insulted, humiliated, and
tricked, In the new province of Eastern Ben-
Em and Assam, me Neutenant governor,

plylde Fuller waswsys.nulnxlheﬂm
lared, "I was

gnugDMsbunndﬂwngapmmlhth
e province munw«w;xd-phnm
never implemented.

When the scheme was suggested to Cur-

nktnmlnwlnwnmmdmwumws.
mnﬂhﬂmﬁcuﬁ«amnm-\.

but was
arms of one of them by the rua:-neud‘llc

zon's predecessor Lord Elgin, he other”, ungry Hindu agitators
had sat on it. preferring to let sheep- threatened to tie a garland of old
ing dogs lie. But the ever-energetic shoes around his peck.
Curzon was quick to pick it up, ‘!\ The severity of the agitation
d whether he should trans- ) aggravated the growing divide,
ferout Bengal parts of Orissa by drawing the nawab of Dhaka into
and the Ganjam district of Madras. N cooperation with Aligarh group of
To his surprise. he found that the Nayana - gyed Ahmed Khan, who had sought
in his a separate platform for Muslims as
dunmnul)yoppmikvhm as in 18689, Pakistani historian
was 10 leave Orissa within Professor $ M Ikram in his book
Beneal but find a way w divide the Modern Mushim India and the birth
ince In a way that “weakenasolid  of Pakistan (1950) was prophetic when he
zmoppounlsloourmk - Theriseof  said, “The nawab’s invitation brought the Ali-
the mbkhndhtgmnmmuwld!m garh leadership 1o the heart of Muslim Ben-

sions. Police commissioner Andrew F
reported that Dhaka and wmemmgn had
become “hot beds of purely Bengall move-
ment that was seditious in character”, and
he instigated Curzon towards their amputa-
tion from Bengal.

There was widespread protest through
the country that the partition was politically
lic opinion had not missed

A ble. The %
admmb:rauminbhalmg«xdnoabadslmwimhlm
Delhi last year, primarily over its handling of attacks on
Bangladesh’s minorities, and there have been other
irritants in recent months, For Dhaka, former premier
Sheikh Hasina's presence in India, and her recent
pollﬁcalacﬁviﬂeshzwbemmcam\mofmm

gwith
his Bangladeshi counterpart Touhld Hossain on the
an inter in Oman last

monthand foreign secretary Vikram Misri's visit to
Dhaka in December were opportunities for the two
sides to dlear the air on a range of issues — but neither
Yunus nor his varied team appear to have tried too
hard. One indication of this is the impact on people-to-
people ties and a sharp decline in the number of visas
issued to Bangladeshi nationals. As Yunus himself
noted, India and Bangladesh need to have good
relations. In India’s case, this is espedially important for
the country’s northeastern stata, whose security and

benefited considerably from closer ties with
Bangladesh h decade. Dhaka would do well
toshow greater smﬁtMly to New Delhi's concerns and
red lines, especially if itis keen to pave the way fora
meeting between Yunus and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines of the upcoming Bimstec summit
that could help reset the relationship.

publ
the contradiction of Bengal being divided
while the Oriya-speaking districts were
united and retained under a truncated Ben-

gal,

While the Hindu landowners objected 1o
this transfer, the kargest Muslim landowner,
the Nawab Salimullah of Dhaka. became
alert to the new opportunities. In 1904, the
Viceroy visited East Bengal, “ostensibly with
the object of ascertaining public opinson, but
really to overcome it”.

In Dhaka, the nawab lad out a red carpet.
In his desire 1o woo Muslim support. the
viceroy talked enthusiastically of how the
new province with Dhaka as its capital
would invest the M of eastern

ohammedans
Beagal with a unity, which they had not

gal, which marked the Mnn%npnnl in the
history of the submnnntm. is was lle
genesis of Pakistan.” And,

A year later, the Musllm ngne w-s
founded in 1906 with the blessings of the
new viceroy, Lord Mingo, with Nawab Salim-
ullah playing the lead role. That evening
Lady Minto smugly recorded in her diary
that her husband’s endorsement to the
League had prevented E million people

URSULA VON DER LEYEN
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‘ReArm Europe’ could
mobilise close to 800 billion

curos of defence expenditures
for a safe and resilient Europe

Customising treatment
for the mentally unwell

‘ utl don’t want 10 go among mad
“Oh, you

anlhdpmu. " said the Cat: “we're

all mad here. I'm mad. You're mad.*

The Cheshire Cat of Alice in Wonderiand

long before something even mm&lynnm
Deing talked about
Economic dlnda
2024-25 hsda‘lled that Mnml Health of
Youth Will Drive Future Economy”, it
will be taken seriously. Or perhaps, we'll just
showe it under the carpet afier it has generated

te sights and sounds, rather ironi-
. on social media.

Whatever we choose 0 do as a nation aswe
advance needs 10 be informed by the fact that
it has taken an epidemic, a crisls even 1o
acknowledge that we are collu:nnlv being
ruined by &mﬂc

thon to the
of mental disorders. In her 1999 book, Night
Falls Fast Understanding Sufcide. Jamison
used numbers to demonstrate how suicide
was a vast global public health crisis, which
can be dealt with lhrmpu preventive and
curative dinical action matched with psycho-
social maintenance.
'nleumanphnlsomkmleo!mnﬂyy

sis in individuals hu hnd severe ramifica-
tions. Jamison notes in her book how. in a
misguided attempt 1o prioritise civil liberties
over lives, patients dealing with psychiatric
disorders were left without any institutional
care in the United States. “We have released
the severely mentally [l onto our streets, and

they have come to make upa third 10 a hatf of

mls!vcnm:pte-Covldthlmx
den of Discase Study (2019) con-
firmed that mental disorders
sccounted for five of the top 10

disorders

Joining oppo
sition™

But the chain of political assassinations
continued unabated, Lord Minto, like his
predecessor had upheld the partition, con-
vinced its revocation would lead to Joss of
prestige for the Raj. But when the molm

our country's homeless. They disturb the well
ity man-
agers. They make us uncomfortable,

but not so uncomfortable that we
protect of house, insure or tend or
heal them.” The "crazics” of the New

causes of disability. Merntal York City subways and strects have

like depression, anxety, psychosis, had to find their own means to sur-
are. Nistha vive, Or not.

the second largest cause of deaths There is only so much we can

gobally.

Let alone the everyday darkness
that comes with psychiatric disor-
ders, life expectancy is reduced by 15 10 20
years owing to sm:dc md m-nwrhdm

f&‘&?‘ﬁ.“wm‘ ve e
, the: 1t recognised it
asawake-up call The Mintos had a narrow
escape when their carriage was bombed in
Ahmedabed. So did the next viceroy, Lord
Hardinge, when he made a state entry into
Delhl in 1912,

The British were now deeply f

haven't meant
very much, and mental health issues have
b«nmmrmmwdwanﬂnm
a:olumya ided in the name of pride

WNkmclMlangowmmcm has finally
acknowledged that “hostile work cultures and
desk

Gautam

blame social media for. Some time
ago. a Hampshire family chose o
reveal that an online suicide group
encouraged their 17-year-old son todrink po-
son. which led to his death in 2024. Both good
and bad faith actors on social media can
indeed exacerbate the feeling of despair
around one’s Iife —often deviously through
eliciting comparisons — and ely
encourage ending it. like in the

case. However, can spending more time with
family, wﬁlm can bt«pmw;ldpnenmlun!

the increasing threat posed by the agsressive
mmﬂlnxyinlhcllnﬂ.ﬁﬂllyﬂllxgﬁ(
tering Durbar of Delhi in 911, the visiting
British mosarch &?anmﬂ
proclamation in the form of a boan, It was as
to announce the muniﬁnﬂun of Bengal but

W bt st |
adversely affect mental well-being and ult-

matcly put pec

growth”, will the industry leaders campaign-

mfovlalgworkmulmmhdnw

their attitudes? Or will it become one of those

lhlwlhulodpﬂ!mlympp«hnm
? Like

also the i of rarely

India lromCdn-andhl participation of women In the workforce,
But the damage was done, The partition Mmhmly-rurmnns industry

had opened a Pandora’s Box. The ders the survey ﬁlﬁm

identities it created eventually culminated
into the end of British rule, the pnmm of
India in 1947, with

West lmpl and East Pakistan, and Ilnally

into inl97L
N uhor of Lord Curzon:
" The last of the Bririsk Maghuls. The views
expressed are personal

mdsmool Itvehmmmouisalsoxrob-

for psychiatric disorders?

A 2023 policy briefl prepared for Baker
Institute by various stakeholders in Europe
canactasa Mu point. Undm:nﬂn; the
importance of precision psychiatry, the brief
recommends “multidisciplinary research
between academsia, industry, healkth econo-
mists, regulatory agencies, patient associa-
tions, entreprencurs, ethidsts, and phi-
Josophers™ to “find the right treatment for the
right patient™, This is what the government
needs to encourage instead of merely poneifi-

luve hun saying. ad nauseam, that mmul
heaith discourse needs o steer away from the

umuu-uc:
mimhcr
health”,

to our roots may allow us to
the skies in terms of mental

one-size-fits-all approach. Kay Redfield
Jammnmnlnme j

and suther of mhvbmhmlhsm&t
hasbeen on a mission of sorts todraw atten-

Nesheha Geutan & an author, acsdemic and
feursatist. The views expressed are personal
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@ COMBATTING OBESITY

with scientific rigour and societal commitment

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025

. .
\\\ Y M Union minister Jitendra Singh
_ On one hand, we talk about fitness and
B wellness, but on the other, obesity rates
continue to surge. This pundpx must be addressed

A hot topic

IMD’s prediction on heatwave calls for better
policy response on preparedness

HE INDIA METEOROLOGICAL D!PAITM!NT'S (IMD) grim
weather forecast forthe pre
prise.It, h d. and adaptation to miti-
ate the adverse effects on agrimllurc. environment, and health.
‘The IMD has said that most parts of the countrywill experience above nor-
mal temperatures during March-May, while this February was mnmded as

theh in125 years. I vheat is likely to be aff

bya huuurgu Whnt inflation has been pemnemfvyhl,gh in Indlaln recent
years " .mu.m"c‘ 1 mum.-o-

conditions h h dMarch
when grain I'ormn(lon ulm plAne.Sludiu bythe lndhnCnundl olAgrlcuI
tural dthatan in P y19C
could whittle down wheat outpulby!%.

The government has tried to address challenges posed by weather. For
Instance, the Prime Minister released 109 hlgh ylelding, cllmll: resilient,
and bio-fortified varieties of crops includ last agri-
cultural economist Ashok Gulati has poin(ed out that thedullmgl of their
wide adoption remains a daunting task because the government's agri-
extension network is the weakest link in the production system, Therefore,

©® CREDIT GAP
REVISIT PRACTICE OF SECURED LENDING, ABUSE OF CREDIT AND LOAN WAIVERS MUST BE CHECKED

The MSME funding puzzle

FTHERE HAS been a fundamen- dating that a sub-target of 7.5% banks
tal problem facing the govern- adjust new bank credit for micro enter-
ment,economy,and the financial prises, while all loans to MSMEs qual-

system for the past eight decades, Ify under PSL. The RBI has also pro-
itis the funding of micro, small, ASHVIN PAREKH \ moted collateral-free lending by
and medium enterprises (MSMEs). The ; requiring banks not to insist on collat-
credit gap available to MSMEs has only Managing partner, Ashvin Parekh Advisary eral for loans up to €10 lakh for micro
been increasing. Whether It has to do Sarvices LD and lmall enterprises (MSEs), md
with some structural issues con-
fronting our system, such as emphasis lend unz-l the credit guarantee MSE
on secured or asset-backed lending ~ corporations (NBFCs) and other | crore has been dllbuum scheme which carries zero risk welght
Instead of cashflow-backed lending,or ~ lenders. The platform estimates the Forthe first forg portions of loans,
a lack of formalisation Is a matterof  total credit demand to be around €70 PMMY loan disbursals ruvu shown a The Trade Rocelvables Discounting
interesting evaluation. lakh crore and current credit available noticeable decline, raising concerns System (TReDS) addresses the delayed
Thisarticle atternpts to examine the from formal channels at only around about the pmgnmmc "sefficacy. The RBI payment to MSMEs. The TReDS scheme
d h 20 1akh One cansee the growth g the I il when, d I

some structural reforms undn:uhn ln’ of the gap — it was €20-25 lakh crore changes In (M risk wtlghugu in prmuru,’lalp enterprises dcl;y y’-
the past few years, and their efficacy in ~ and is now €50 lakh crore. It Is increas- November 2023, may perhaps have = mentstoancillaries and suppliers,

mmmh and dwnlopmmt aswell ulgﬂ—lxtumlon and tweaks in farming addressing the problem at hand, ing brisklyand has more thandoubled | added to the Issue. However, takinga | are several other measures by the RBI
i risks Let us examine the skze of the chal- in five years. holistic view, the regulations’ concern | and the government to Improve credit
The met dk has predicted h d. the normal lenge confronting the system. We now The rapid increase In thecreditgap  about unsecured and small loans looks | flowto MSMEs These, however, look like
oy e < th 1 pd "h India,and h latf p by the Y may| be tov: well-justified, When eco and ly
= 2 'L’W"'“ ooy . v lify One major lu g hows slgr not enough to bridge the credit gap, but
outl an m parts of p eninst lm!h. 1024‘wh|dlhwfl ll:o as such, The total vegmrallon sofar(as | tor that could possibly On the part of of gradual declineandthe the effort Is commendable.

test yearever India, ly a of an 2015) is more than 6 crore, have played a significant MSMESs, th isa liquidity in the banking On the part of MSMESs, there isa dire

hall ddis h 1 that 2025 could b to nearly 26 part In the increase in system Is hardened to | need to formalise. Many MSMEs oper

hotter. So.llwltmu from last ynrhnrmpmtmw‘hﬂu India s making

lludypmgmnmmnlmdlmaumllnmdmomolmvnmvulmﬂ
ries as a third of its gross d Juct comes from sectors that

mhlgmyd'pendmlmnatun.lfldequatlmmmulwmmml-

miates suggest th

push 50 millk le heend of this

P

crore pmpll It constitutes move than | credit gap Is the shift of dire need to address Inflation and | ateinformally, making it difficult for the

Cllmaw prooﬂng lgrlcnlmu i one aspect of nddm!ng |he Il

hasheat | " Indiah 1 fic m. -fifthof
thed dtoh i l990.mrd.|ngwom nudy. But lolu
tions areat hand I d
first city in South Asia to develop a heat action plan,hndonuobyfnmlng
extensive, colour-coded, carly
outreach, training support to healthcare providers, and reducing exposure
and promoting low- con uhpuve fmeasures, Such steps offer a pragmatic
and h F would be allowing flexible work
houss, i door workers. Other areas that policies should focus
on include improving disaster B and wealhenltﬂ systems,
ping drainage, and ing I ! ks to address wlm
scarcity. These will require d efforts from all stakehold
importantly the political class, Il was refreshing to see that the ulmlon ln
Delhi, forachange,was also fought on the elephant in the room — air pollu-
tion, Beyond academia and clvlrnodny.dlnuu change and vulnerabilities
caused by weather should now become a part of the everyday political dis-
course so that solutions are not off the radar,

7-Eleven's time-wasting
isn't so convenient

THE I.ONO-ITMM |lopn of 7-Elevenin |Apln for man'yyun was chikakute
benrl, meaning"ck Lt , haln's value propo-
sition: Sure, by makes
upforit, Thmx{;yn.lhwch e fosielen 1o o thne is belng wasted at Seven & |

3004 of the gross value added in India’s asset rhnlu of the Muu fi lise. Many ige parity system to rvahulr thelr creditworthi-
GDP, and accounts for over 400 of the nf I P g Il | ness.They formal payment
total exports of the nation. lngl The cholce of uvul g it difficult rise. In fact, there is grow- systems and have Adoquam repayment
Now let us turn to the financial need away v Ing evidence to suggest | records for good credit ratings. They
of the sector, credit available from the | from the banking system for the system to 1o rise of non -perform- must have a good order of governance
formal channels,and the creditgap.We by way of deposits to the evaluate their Ing assets in the microfi and records to demonstrate thelr capa-

il ine the rate at which the gap security markets. This  araditworthiness  Pance sector as well as | bilityand intent to repay.

despite under- shift has led to a funda- e —  *Mall and medium enter The MSME credit gap has been avex-
taken by policymakers, banking regu- mental change in the prises. The recent mone- Ing p foralong d calls for

lator, and trade bodies to address it. ~ extent of intermediation tary policy effort on the part of all
Thiswillgiveusacorrect assessmentof — from the banking system, leading toa  repo rate by 25 basis points and there- stakeholders, The hitherto practice of
the size of the problem and the rateat  decline of credit. Large enterprises now  after the RBI has reduced risk weigh- secured lending needs to be re-exam-
which it is growing, turn to the capital markets to meet  tages. Thisisabold effort toimprovethe | ined, At the same time, the abuse of
Around five years ago, the reportof  thelrfunding requirements. Thecredit  credit flow to the MSME sector, This | credit and loan waivers by political
the expert committee on MSMEscon-  flow to MSMEs keeps on reducingand  reduction will assist both the banking | interventions needs to be serlously
stituted by the Reserve Bank of India ~ will be unable to meet the credit gap.  system as well as the NBFCs to expand | checked. It may not bewrong to observe
(RBI) estimated the credit gap to be The Mudra loans from public sector the credit flow. that there has been more effort on the
€20-25 lakh crore. Now let us look at ~ banks (PSBs), which are expected to Now let us examine the recent ini- part of the policymakers and the regu-
the latest numbers reported by the  participate in the Pradhan Mantri  tiatives by the policymakers and the | lator to formalise the demand compo-
Small Industries Development Bankof ~ Mudra Yojana (PMMY), shows that as of RBI to prioritise the Inclusion of nent of credit requirement of MSMEs as
India as of February 2024 under thelr ~ October 2024, PSBs and regional rural MSMEs in the formal financlal system | compared to their effort toaugment the
platform, MSME Pulse. It has data  banks have achieved just 42% of thelr  through a range of targeted measures. | supply of credit.
from the banking companies alone ~ FY25 target. Againstagoalof €2.3lakh ~ Oneof the key initiatives Is the priority
and not from non-banking finance = crore in loans, only around 90,000 sector lending (PSL) guidelines, man- Views are personal

Elusive peace prospects in Ukraine

The ongoing war that is in its fourth year can end only
N CHANDRA MOHAN when both Kyiv and Moscow are party to the US-mediated
The writer s an aconamics and business ceasefire, if not peace, deal to silence their guns

commentator based in New Delhi

PROSPECTS FOR PEACE in Ukraine,  ondary importance to the US Pruldmt'l ded $69.2 billion since 2014, This dema- ure peace in Ukraine. There is a new UK-
which Is fighting Russia on its own terrl- relations d has b by France | that its leaders will dis-

Holdings, the parent company that's the target of a takeover proposal from p
CAnada Allmlnmlon Couche-Tard, torysince 2022,appeartorecede with Runh. Scott Bessent as a partnership that will cuss with Trump. It involvesa one-month
pting tobring together lition of ly p keep by the day. Look no further than the Peacemaking s problematic stemm- ensure revenues from natural resources  truce with Russia, spanning alr, sea, and
the fiem in Jap h gha buyout — which involved th suffered by its President ing, in good part, from how the vulrlng will be allocated toa fund focused onthe  Infrastructure with the US providing co-
founding quity most Ttochu, th Zelenskyy when he recently P long-t d develop wver for from a European “coalition
of rival chal ~h hi musvmdemrxmwmmpmm fsnot ment of Ukraine, where the USwill have  of the willing” to secure the ceasefire. Eu-

And now, In what lnnhmbﬂha next phase ln stave off the ukmwr,Smn l i
Chilef

ytlapmupayblx"kformwpponlm economic and governance rights in those rope believes the minerals deal must be
1 A § f lemed "

in a day and blindsided Eumpo. if not

American Snphen Dacul a nponrd bynn Nikdkeei, The move seems dedgmd Ukraine, by talking directly to Russia’s f Idep clud h Russla, part,clear) Trump's  stake in Ukraine and deter Russia from
puta fresh f; it seeks to be rid of unprofitable President Viadimir Putin to “immedi lithium, and uranium. Zelenskyy initfally ~ peace initiative as an opportunity to re- Invading again. The only problem Is that
1 halm and other that have tolts ately” end this conflict. Zelenskyy sought  rejected this (but later rel- turn from the cold. The  theUS I g

tanglnm«llndlmunL to sign a minerals deal in return for US  ented) as too fi d on US slanging match between  stopand has paused ald to Ukralne, while
Ll P y deter further Russ- Interests without offering gm believes the Trump and Zelenskyy at Rusal. dors it* P 'to have

tumn:umml lmam:ga,mnllhnnnwld“ k Nosuch deal igned 1y 5§ 8 Is deal must  theWhiteHouselsmusicto  NATO peace-keeping forces in Ukraine.
with the market. That the share price remains so low reflects scepticlsm that it can thl muﬂng lwlmy lled, with  tees. lenskyy, its ears. Washington and ‘While Trump belleves that Russia is
" J P 7 But “A be signed as it Moscow's talks at Riyadh  willing to stop the fighting, the fact rem-
retall isa fast g y —andall th hs spent playing def gal Ingan ulllmnum,uylnuhnhewwld guumnul-dnwuuhr would give the US  were extremely “positive” d .

Couche-Tard's ad Is time that lm’l “make adeal {on the war) orwe're out”. an ic stake 4% they decided to appoint d fioel th dtosik

" Isaka became CEO due la luppoﬂ from Third Point's
- Daniel Loeb, wh

This il mnd m«tlng took place Ing {or three years and in Ukraine and high-level teamstoworkon lh;frgumnlhayunmud»mnhﬂr
against th P gton and need to know a path to end the conflict, military objectives, This does not seem to

coup to remove Isaka in 201 6 Loeb was om:ourapd by

ks in Riyadh — thatAmam:aion ourside’  deter Russia from restore full diplomaticties,  be the case at present. Ukraine Is unfazed

how Isaka bullt 7-Eleven's Japanese
business in the face of increasing competition. It's con-
cerning that the takeover bid has now seemingly forced

the firm to remove the man who helped develop its best-
mo in-class sector, just when it needs his expertise.
Seven & | hasb gy

attended by uq wamryohlm Marco  Trump hardly p any invading again dexpl relations  bythedallybarrage

Rubio, in this regard P drone ks on Its cities as it ks embold
tz, and speclal envoy Steve Witkoff, and while trying to extract as in the future, No specific ened by selzing Russian territory in the
Russia’s foreign minister Sergey Laveov  much as possible from the minerals deal, time has been decided for k region. Russl il
and forelgn policy advisor Yurl Ushakov — ‘What is this minerals deal? Ukraine  meeting between Trump and Putin. The  significant gains in Ukraine's eastern

without Ukraine and Europe atthe table.  has huge deposits of lithium, graphite,  concern in Europe, clearly, s of Trump  reglon. Both sides seem determined to

REIDY y At the Munich Security Conference,US  cobalt, titanium, and rare earths that are g P keep on ﬂghtlng,clnﬂy, there Is along
to avold tackling the Canadian deal. In addition to the pro- afficlal ) fi essential for a range of industries, from | Of NATO, b road il ha
Bloombarg posed management buyout, reports surfaced last year that il its Nor - defence g even the US-led western  clusion, which sets objective limits to the
it had also briefly considered the option of the "Pacman thAtlantic Treaty Organkzation (NATO)  a fifth of these are located In territorles  sanctions regime imposed since It US'mediation efforts foran"immediate”
the tables on Couche-Tard aorlﬁn g it 1muut'm¢mmpmy membership ay “unrealistic”; that Ukra-  selzed by Russia since the war n.  annexed Crimea in 2014, end to the fighting on terms that are
ultlmaulycnntl that nwoddhumodlfﬂm lnllymoqd\.pmly Ine's security guarantees would hence- Wunf says lh.mho US Is owed $500 bil- Il vhethera sidelined
the difficulty of working through rules for forelg: forth be provided by Europe and not the forpast milie Europe — which has rallied behind the
Since day one of the bid, the focus has bee thewater- US.L It Y Ith ;“‘ h ly provi- 0 Yy — steps in to sec- Views are personal
shed nature of the prospective deal, and what it would mean for Japanese M&A
going forward. M&A lawyers are salivating at the prospect of a country full of
under-appreciated assets that could now be on the table for foreign bidders. THE EDITOR
‘What seemns most likely is a expensive merger that will saddle the new com-
pany with debt — and lhll " ummlng that, after months of nq;ollanam the
merger |sn't struck d h Injapan orthe US,¢ Capltal safety paramount  available otherwise. While eventually Trade war volleys fired economic consequences before
And forwhat?While Couche-Tard h ! h the SiPs will give better returns than pursuing such aggressive trade
that it can run a better business — for stakeholders that Includc customers, sup- Apropos of “MF access made easy" debt instruments, what happens if the Warren Buffett has openly criticised measures. These actions have already
pliers, and franchise owners — than the Japanese firm can? Seven & I's transfor- (FE, March 4), the biggest risk to investor needs their money urgently in US President Donald Trump's tariff prompted retaliatory tariffs from
mmnn intoa mnvcnlnnca llon centric buulmu. something Investors started systematic investment plans ( SIPs) case of an emergency when the policies, describing them as “an act of affected nations, heightening fears of
are the market conditions. Smaller market is down? The State Bank of war" that could trigger inflation and afull-scale mdo wtr Buffett's
more time to see it to its. mnclullon Beyond a umpnmy bump for share- investors will be more worried than india name will inspire confidence place undue strain on ings he's
holders, the merits of this Idon t stack up. the larger ones because they may be because people have been duped by During an interview with CBS News, voiced since ? 201! cmphunlng the
Al this Is precious time spent on activities that will add nothing to the business, putting their entire savings on the fine, many schemes operated by crooks. Buffett warned that these tariffs risks such policies pose to both
inan era of rapid chln‘c Couche-Tard hn already rejected the ldn of l huﬂlln From the perspective of the mutual The safety of the capital will have to effectively function as taxes on goods, businesses and consumers.
takeover. So, b fund industry, this is a good move and be assured in some way to make the ultimately driving up prices, His ~~Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
politely, but firmly, tell h m-nn .h.:'.mq it can enable them to have access to scheme popular. remarks underscore the importance
tyofth ~ there's alway P funds which could have not been ~~Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra of carefully evaluating long-term "
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Thejokesonus
Misinformation, hate speech are the new normal

Joke is just a joke, right? Not so in India,
uhme\mammlwmckshkm far
more pons such as
misinformation and hate speech. Podcaster
Ranveer Allshbadia has learnt it the tough
way — he has been told by the Supreme Court to mind his
errant tongue after all the selfstyled moral inspectors
came down on him ke aton of bricks for his controversial
remarks. The court has allowed him to resume his online
show, provided he maintains “morality and decency” and
makes it suitable for viewers of all ages. Despite getting
interim protection from arrest, he won't be havingthe last
laugh, for sure. That's a privilege enjoyed by those who
spew hatred and spread fake news — and get away withit.
The country’s collective inability to take a joke —
good, bad or ugly — is set to hit a new low as the SC has
directed the Centre to formulate a mechanism to regu-
late social media content. Punishment for mocking the
high and mighty would, of course, be an integral part of
such a regulatory framework, which might come dan-
gerously close to censarship. The inescapable fact is
that we are not living in the US, where Saturday Night
Live can afford to lampoon the US President and his
deputy. Fact-checker Mohammed Zubair was bang on
target when he stated that had this happened in India,
the “police from Mumbai, Assam, Delhi, UP. MP, etc
would have filed an FIR against them by now™. The for-
mula here is simple: if you want to make comedians fall
in line, &u(hemlocounmdbwtmumrﬂm
It's a not-so-funny case of k Not
many are bothered or embarrassed by the World Eco-
nomic Forum's finding that India is a global leader in
and disinfc jon. We are lapping up
fake news as if it were prime-time entertainment, but
are unwilling to laugh at curselves. No wonder we are
becoming too serious for our own good.

Missing teachers

Haryana schools face systemic neglect

HE latest rationalisation exercise by
Haryana's Elementary Education Depart-
ment has kaid bare the dismal state of public

-- —— -
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Oils, fats and the obesity challenge

The natlona| campangn should be extended to unhealthy diets and sedentary lifestyles

~

——— e
DINESH C SHARMA-
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

his recent ‘Mann ki
Baat' broadcast, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
highlighted a major public
th challenge — excess
weight or obesity. It is one of the
risk factors for the rise of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs)
like diabetes, heart disease and
cancer. The PM said the country
could address the challenge of
obesity with minor efforts like
redudng the consumption of
edible ol. He said, “You should
deade that you will use 10 per
cent less ol every month. .. This
will be an important step
towards reducing obesity.”
Using less cil in food and deal
ing with obesity is not just aper
sonal choice but also one's

al Institute of Nutrition, Hyder-
abad. Redudng the consump-
tion of visible fats — oils added
1o the food while cooking or
dressing — as suggested by the
PM is only half a step. We con-
sume trans fats through

responsibility towards the fami-  processed food, fast food, fied
ly, he added The PM then snacks, cookies, etc. Sources of
launched a public on d and d fats,
his social media handles, chal- 00, vary and indude editie ails,

lenging 10 public figures to
reduce ail in their food by 10 per
cent and urging them to pass on
the challenge to another 10 peo-
ple. He hoped that this would
help a lot in fighting cbesity.

A public health message from
the PM is important for raising
awareness about NCDs and ol
consumption, but it is only one
part of the story.

The elephant in the wom is
excessive consumption of fats,
mainly trans fatty acd or trans
fats, that are considered one of
the nsk factars for a range of
NCDs. Among the sources of
trans fats are dairy products,

among others. For a public
healthimpadt, cutting the intake
of not just oils but ghee and
wanaspati as well as ultra-
processed packaged food and
dairy products is necessary. The
campaign on obesity should be
extended to unhealthy diets and
sedentary Bfestyles.

By asking people to voluntari-
v cut edible oil consumption by
10 per cent, the Prime Minister
has put the onus of tackBng
obesity and NCD epidemics on
individuals. This goes against
the public health wisdom gath-
ered over decades which says
that adopting healthy dietary

Public policies play
avital rolein creating
environments
that promote
physical activity.

edible olls, s100x

on edible ol imports, and public
policdes encournge the import of
palm oil Itaccounts for nearly 60

brandingof junk food products.
The availability of fresh fruits
and vegetables at affordable
prices should be encouraged
since it is a healthy choice, but
policies incentivise companies
that process fruits and vegeta-
bles. On the other hand, any
measure to regulate junk food,
suchas explicit health warnings
or a ban on marketing directed
ot children is stalled by food
regulators at the behest of the
industry. Ironically, the food
safety authority has been run-
ning an ‘Eat Right' campaign
for a few years in partnership
with leading junk food compa-
nies. Instead of garnering sup-
port for harsher regulation on
Junk food, as advocated by pub-
lic health and consumer
experts, the food safety regula-
tor partners with those it is sup-
posed to regulate. In 2019, the
n-xullwrlmchtd an initiative
‘India@75: Freedom from
’lhm Futs’ — to eliminate
Iy duced trans fats

per cent of all d oils.
Palm oil is the darding of the
processed food industry, even
though several studies have
linked its consumption with an
increased risk of cardiovascular
disease. The public polices gov-
emning the production and
import of edible oils should be
designed in such away that they
provide people with a basket of
less harmful edible oils.

Over the past few decades,
dietary habits have changed in
India with rising incomes, urban-
isation and increased globalisa-
hm al food products — resulting
of ultra-

els of fat. One can’t expect peo-
pleto start having a healthy diet
lnd adopt a h‘lhy Ifestyle n

M{umhmmn&m
a and fits. These products have
changed the food ecology: Junk
food is wnﬂd)lt everywhere —

dx-n\y Mulmenmulln
obesogenic environment. It is
shaped by public policies and

from the food chain by 2022,
The goal remains unattained,
thanks to stiff opposition from
the junk food industry.

The same is the story with
sedentary lifestyles and physi-
cal inactivity, often cited among
the key drivers of obesity, along
with unhealthy foods. While
remaining physically active and
doing exercise are matters of
personal choice, public policies
play a vital role in creating
active environments that pro-
mote physical fitness at the
community level For instance,
providing public places con-
dudve to walking and exercise
goes a long way in encouraging
physical activity Public trans-
port, dedicated pavements for
pedestrians and cycling paths
are all known to discourage the
use of cars. These are all mat-
lend p\lﬂrpohmlhdshnpe

education in the state. A staggering 487 gov-

ernment primary schools function without a
single teacher, while 204 schools have no students
mxdbdlﬂhnuu:epmndmmyahmnlh
stateof secondary and high s
‘The rationalisation process has resulted in the eimina-
tion of 5,313 teaching posts, despite a significant teacher
shortage. The studentteacher ratio may seem manage-
able at 28:1, but the reality on the ground is much worse,
with over 16500 TGT and 11,341 PGT pasitions lying
vacant, Even universities and colleges are reeling under
amassive faculty shortage, with nearly half of the lectur-
er posts in government colleges unfilled.

Budgetary neglect further worsens the crisis. The
Punjab and Haryana High Court had last year, while
hearing a petition in a related matter flagged the sur-
renderof? 10,675 crare ineducation funds due to under-
utilisation. If the government is unable to use the allo-
cated funds effectively, the promise of strengthening
education under the Nanml Education Policy (N'Eh
rings hollow. Not Haryana
schools are lagging behind Punjab and Hnmnchd
Pradesh in arithmetic and literacy skills. The Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER) 2024 paints a grim
picture — only 43.1 per cent of Class VIII students in
rural govemment schools can perform division, a
decline from 49.5 per cent in 2022 Punjab leads with 58
per cent, followed by HP at 44 per cent. Reading skills
are equally concerning, with just 53 9 per cent of Qlass
Vstudents able toread a Qass [level text.

Instead of shutting down schools and cutting teach-
ing posi the must pricritise recruit-
ment, mrranmcmm and mndmg Olherwm
Haryana's ed! will
spiral, leaving students at a disadvantage.

ghee, meats and vanaspati. A

habits is both an individual as

does not oﬂ‘cr healthy choices

a big way. G

higher intake of other fatsisalso  well as a societal

for

hammful The proportion of satu-  Itis lhedu&v of the

Weneeda de and

rated fats is the highest in
coconut oil, ghee and palmolein

o build
(-n\ummmls that enable nnd

l polic o

policy
tackle obesity and NCDs, along

oil, according to the dietary
guidelines issued by the Nation-

people
healthy diet, including low Icv«

TH

with

instance, India heavily depends

actions. For

GHT FORTHE DAY

provide
subsidies to processed food com-
chips, colas, cook-
d 0 on (not to be
umm-dwlhmtiaﬁram
tused industries). Food compa-
nies are incentivised even for the

dual choices.
actions like reducing edible oil
consumption are a cog in the
obesity wheel, but this should
not divert our attention from
the need for conducive public
polices in multiple sectors.

More die in the United States of too much food than of too little. — john Kenneth Galbraith

How teamwork
won theday

OP Gara

don’t go ahead with it as they presume that others

S\O.\ﬂ: people are keen to do a good deed, but they
5

may not coop: with them. 1 an inci-
dent which illustrates that if you pursue a noble goal with
determination, best results can be achieved.

1 got an opportunity to attend the Gyan Yagna at Chin-
maya Tapovan ashram, Sidhbari (Himachal Pradesh), in
February 2005. During the camp, Swami Yogasthanada
(Shri Shiv Swarup Agrawal) took yoga classes and Dr Saj-
Jan Singh gave tips on health matters. Oneday, I hada chat
with the doctor at the tea shop outside the premises. | came
1o know that the ashram organised ‘The Art of Graceful
Living' camps for the benefit of senior citizens at various
locations. The only condition was that the welfare society
d should have a strength of around 50.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, THURS DAY, MARCH 5, 1925

Communalism in the services
WE cannot help thinking that the pronouncement made by the

1 decided to make efforts for holding such a camp on
behalf of the Senior Citizens' Welfare Society, Urban
Estate, Patiala, The ashram faculty was assodated with the
Central Chinmaya Vanaprastha Sansthan (CCVS), Alla-
habad, for decades, Agrawal, a leading industrialist, had
completed a two-year Vedanta course and served as gener-
al secretary of the CCVS, He had attended more than 100
such camps and later gt ‘sanyas diksha’. Dr Singh was
also an active member of the sansthan.

During an executive meeting of our welfare society, 1

Home Member inthe Council of State on Mond: ng the
representation of communities in the public services is open to
senous exception from more than one paint of view: In the first
place, the Home Member said emphatically that “Indianisation
will not be by the door of supersession,” an absolutely safe
proposition in itself, but which the actual dreumstances of the
case can only be interpreted as an expression of the govern-
ment's unwillingness to accelerate the pace of Indianisation.
“What was offered to new recruits, whether Indian or Buropean
or of whatever race,” he said, “was a career open to talent, and
oance admitted to public service, his fortunes lay in his own
hands, He must not rely for advancement on favour or
favouritism but on his own industry, energy and capacity. Pro-
motion must go by ment and selection for posts requiring spe-
cial jons must be i by strict regard for the
necessary qualifications and general public interest.” How
faultless is all this on paper. and yet in actual practice how
admirably it serves the purpose of perpetuating vested inter-
ests and existing monopoly! A man of such outstanding merit
as the late Ramesh Chandra Dutt was not considered fit for
being made permanent in the office of the Divisional Commis-
sioneg, and Sir KG Gupta was sent out on a “fishing” errand so
thata Buropean member of the Civil Service who was junior to
him might be ap d L Governor of his p

—_—

d that a CCVS camp should be organised. It was
decided to seek members’ consent individually. The late
RK Sharma, then vice-president of the society, and NS
Ruprah, founder-president, accompanied me on a door-to-
door visit in the neigh hood. More than 30 b
assured us of their participation. The good response
encouraged us to take up the matter with Mohan Lal
Garg, secretary of the Chinmaya Mission's Patiala unit.
He helped us by spreading the word,

A request was submitted to the CCVS faculty for holding
the camp in Patiala in 2006. Finally, the dates were
approved (October 24 to 27). I underwent a surgery for
hernia in August that year and was hopeful of recovering
well before the camp began. However, due to some com-

licati I had to be h lised for several days. Any-
way, the local unit of the Chinmaya Mission, in collabora-
tion with the Senior Citizens' Welfare Society, conducted
the camp successfully. More than 50 senior citizens took
part wholeheartedly. It was an honour that the Chinmaya
team visited my home to enquire about my health. On the
concluding day of the event, I attended the proceedings
and presented mementos to the faculty members, My
dream of holding the camp had come true, thanks to sin-
cere teamwork and God's blessings.

EU-India ties get a boost
Apropos of ‘A new dawn for India-EU rela-
tions', India was among the first countries to
e‘abmh diplomatic ties with the Dmmn
C which was b
Belgium's Brussels as the European &o
nomic Community in the early 1960s. But as
India came close tothe erstwhile USSR, there
wasn't much room for productive engage
ment between Brussels and New Delhi. The
Buropean Commission President’s recent
visit to India bodes well for bilateral relations,
with EU having given priarity to India over
China. Disruption in the historic US-BEurope
ties in the last few weeks has added a new
dimension to our relationship.

MONA SINGH, BY MAIL

Stay ahead of cyber scamsters

With reference to ‘Stop cyber scams before
they ocaur with real-time monitoring”; cyber
scams pose a significant and evolving threat
w0 nd.mdullund organisations alike. Real
|ll’l(' ol!ﬂs apr solution,

Time for transformation
Apropos of ‘Punjab CM Mann walks out of
meeting with farmer leaders, SKM to go
ahead with March § protest’; nobody can
be blamed for such an impasse. The com-
mon man has been suffering for long due
to the farmers’ widespread agitation in
Punjab and neighbouring states. The time
is right for all stakeholders to understand
that the present agro-economic conditions
require a revolutionary transformation for
which the Centre, state governments,
experts and farmers unions need to delib-
erate compeehensively to reach a consen-
sus. Meanwhile, farmers will have to aban-
don their stubbornness.

JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

Panchayat takes initiative

With reference to ‘Kullu's eco-warriors’;
tourism contributes in a big way to the econo-
my of Himachal Pradesh, but unbridled con-
struction activities are bound to backfire. The

of the Banjar panchayat to enforce

dy d swift and
comprehensive  protection  against cvb!-r

By ng in ad: d real-
time monitoring 'mh and loﬂmru a cul-
ture of cy
es and individuals can stay ahead of the
threats, In the digital age, prevention is bet-

noms under the Panchayati Raj
Mnl}rmhlmmrmahxbmlhﬂﬂm
bereft of government wherewithal, iketechni-
cal staff, the panchayat may not be able to
exerdise effective control. The way forward is
todedare these anvas under the Town & Coun-
try Planning Department. Instead of hotels,
home-

ter tha and real-ti ingisthe  the emphasis should be on p
key to preventing cyber scams. stays in traditional houses. More ropeways,
GAURAY BADHWAR, ROHTAK  rather than roadways, can also help.

Farmers’ a nuisance
Agitations launched by kisan unions in
Punjab cause inconvenience to the com-
mon man. Protesters block highways over
minor issues that can be solved amicably.
During the earlier phase of their agitation
when they were invited by the Central Gov-
emment for talks, they berated Union min-
isters at the meetings and now when the
Central Government ignored them, they
have been demanding an invitation for
talks. CM Bhagwant Mann walked out of a
mweeting with them on March 3 due to their
unacceptable behaviour. The Opposition
parties in Punjab must be condemned for
supporting these unions.

SOHAN LAL BHUMBAK, CHANDIGARH

KR BHARTL, SHIMLA

Investors’ confidence a must
With reference to ‘SEBI under scrutiny’;
charges of collusion and comuption are diffi-
cult to prove against chiefs of regulatory bod-
ies like SEBL In the 1992 Harshad Mehta
scam, Sensex jumped four-fold in a year, shak-
ing investors’ confidence for along time. The
stock markets are not new, but the participa-
tion of the middle dass is just a decade old.
Month afler month, even when portfolio
investors have pulled funds, the middle class
has kept its faith in SIPs despite the over
10000point fall in the Sensex in the kst few
months. A quick probe is necessary to main-
tain investors’ confidence,

LAJWANT SINGH, BY MAIL
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48 e S The essence of democracy is the eyon p 0 ltlc atl Ol’lS
A involvement of people in the decision Catitnasd d Lo if
Rashid Makhdoomi makmg processes oming time to determine its impact, if any
Edwtor:
Fayaz Ahmad Kaloo NEWS FOCUS dignified rehabilitation of Kash- “ to align with a party (BJP) whose
E Edhor Before presenting the budget in the J&K Assembly, chief mirl migrants back into the Valley government at centre abrogated
‘:‘.“': e Minister Omar Abdulhh held a serles of interactions with Zahoor Malik by ensuring a safe and secure atmo- Articles 370 and 35-A and bifurcated
different hold f these delib- zahoormalik9876 @gmail com sphere. At this time there the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Bureau Crvel {Jamenu); erations with people lmn different professions, and what- While the treasury benches ¢ Kashmir into two union territories,
Shuchismita ever the final outlay in terms of budgetary allocation for almost halled the LG's address but it isaneed for better Political observers say that joining
different segments and sectors of economy, the mere fact came under criticism by the opposi- coordination and hands with BJP would prove disas-
Legal Advisor: that people were consulted for inputs is politically very At the beginning of the budget ses- tlon parties on various lssues, This undgmmdhg, trous for NC. PDP has already pald
Bashir Ahmad The essence of v is slon of the legislative assembly on  is also being reflected from the 0080~ | haged on & heavy price in 2024 assembly polls
(e Advoceln) of people in the decision making processes. Since budget is March 3, the elected government  ing discussion by the legislators on sincerity, becween for forming a coalition government
P — the core decision for any government, taking people along made a plea to all parties to work the address in the House. The Kash- * with BJP after 2014 assembly elec-
3/A, Augal Complex, Augal sends a positive message. One may not be so sure about together beyond political affilia- mir based opposition says that a d‘"““‘ﬂp‘“" tions,
erm Gnndh Nagar such consultations in terms of the outcome, but right now tions for the welfare and hollstic complete silence was observed by and opposition BJP which conducted the 2024
0193 It 1s to be lauded for what it appears to be, Even if symbolic, development of Jammu and Kash-  the ruling party in the LG's address and also between assembly polls’ campaign in Jammu
given the the these mir, In the appeal It was also hoped  on its political agenda regarding the elected with a promise to have a Jammu
Published from can lead to cementing of the relations between the public that through the collective efforts restoration of Articles 370 and 35-A, sasTene mlS Chief Minister would not like now
6 Pru.; méon‘mn-rzy Roag, representatives and the people at large. One can only hope new milestones will be achieved and  on which the NC got votes and L for to share power with NC and with
v that the Omar Abdullah led government takes the people’s Jammu and Kashmir transformed majority in assembly polls, Accord- centre for the Omar Abdullah as the Chief Minis-
RN Na: views, concerns and apprehensions along while taking intoa beacon of peace, progress, and  Ing to the opposition the ruling berterment of the ter, During the elections, BJP kept
48956/88 Regd. No: JKNP-&/ any decisions, prosperity. The plea was part of the  party has completely given up its people of Jammu on blaming the Abdullah, Mufti
SHGPO-2015-2017 ‘There is a need to bolster such practice and engage more Lieutenant Governor (LG) Manoj agenda and is adopting the BJP line, and Kashmir, and Gandhi familles for all ills in
people (n matters related to governance, In fact the initia- Sinha's address to the assembly. During his brief interaction with Jammu and Kashmir and had prom-
P.BoxNo tives taken by the central nnd the state governments like The coming time will deumme media, Chlef Minister Omar Abdul- 1sed the people to give them a gov-
558 (GPO) Back to Village to what extent the ruling party was  lah stated that there is no need to ernment free of Abdullah, Mufti
Contact the Newsroom .ndglvepanplnmdp-nmp-ury pomlcl Intoday's serious about its appeal and to what  bring the special status related and Gandhi familles. But this did
2455835 world it 1s all the more important to meet people as we have extent the opposition heeded to It At resolution again in the assembly not happen as NC got the majority.
Fax: 0194-2477782 a crisis of fading out of human connections, The profusion this time there s & need for better  as it has been already passed in last Now aligning with NC can prove
editor@gresterasnmircom of digital way of living has, besides giving us millions of coordination and understanding, session. counter productive for BJP in its
editpage@greaterkashmi com benefits, robbed us off the human connect, Now govern- based on sincerity between the Chief Minister was also asked stronghold, Jammu,
ments, political parties, institutions and individuals take ruling party and opposition and also - about some reports that NC and BJP Since Jammu and Kashmir s &
m“""‘" recourse to on line ways af interactions, This has led to between the elected government may form an alliance in Jammu and union territory, the NC government
advenise@greaterkashmuecom the over all weakening of human relations. In case of the and centre for the betterment of the - Kashmir. He ruled out formation of 18 not as powerful as it used to be in
political leadership it Is extremely important to connect people of Jammu and Kashmir. But lny such alllance saying there is no the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Contact Circutation the people and be engaged with them in real human spaces, areall th Ily ready and secondly the ide- Kashmir. Central government con-
2404755, If we look at the above mentioned Intersctions through for such type of coordination and Mogm of NC and BJP are entirvely tinues to have control over impor-
circulation@greaterkashmircom this prism the importance of the initlative taken by Omar understanding or they will prefer different. tant matters through Lieutenant

Abdullah, as the leader of the civilian government can be
better understood, The present budget in the J&K assembly
would now be watehed for how much it factors (n the opin-

party interests as usual, will also Golng by the present scenario
become known later. Right now the  there 1s no need either for NC or
focus 1s on the budget session pro-  the BJP to have an alliance with

Governor, Political observers say
that under all these circumstances
not an alllance between NC and
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Forecasting Hazards

Kashmir V s placed ina very
active seismic belt

Fault Lines the plains. The Jhelum River
Wajahat Ahmad Mir ;-:lmrmuunumhsrumh

‘wajahatmi809@gmail.com

Kashmir Valley, a scenic
but geologically complicated
area, Is situated between the

great Himalayas and the Plr - ence:

Panjal range. The valley has
been formed over millions
of years by the strong forces
below the Earth's surface.
Morphotectonic analysis
asslats us In knowing the

Fault Scarps - The steep
slopes or cliffs created by
abrupt movement along the
fault lines,

Rivers and Tectonle Influ

The Jhelum River, the
lifeline of Kashmir, has been
heavily Impacted by tectonke
movements. It winds its way
through the valley, modify-
Ing 1ts course with time due
1o elevation changes result-

way these forces, such as
and

\q
of land, have shaped the val-
ley's landforms, rivers, and
overall structure,

Kashmir Valley Is placed
in & very active selsmic belt
because It ks situated on the
collision boundary between
the Indian and Eurasian
plates. The Indian plate
began to move north, It col:
lided with the Euraslan plate,
that formed huge pressure.
This pressure has led to the
development of large fault
lines, such as:

Main Boundary Thrust
(MBT) - A fault dividing the
Himalayas from the smaller
mountaln ranges.

Main Central Thrust
(MCT) - A fault beneath the
surface Involved in mountain
creation.

Zanskar Shear Zone - A
tectonle fracture that 1s
responsible for selsmic active
ity in the northern valley,

These tectonle movements
and faults not only generate
earthquakes but also create
the topography of the valley
by uplifiing mountains and
changing river courses.

Landforms Formed by Tee
tonie Activity:

The landscape of the
valley 1s a product of ongo-
ing tectonle forces, erosion,

of

ing from ear and
fault movement. Numerous
minor streams and tributar
les have also been altered,
resulting in altered drainage
patterns,

(19

lx is important for

Selsmic Activity and Haz-
ards;

The Kashmir Valley has
been subjected o numer-
ous disastrous earthguakes,
among them the 2005 Muzaf-
farabad earthquake, which
was severely damaging. The
reglon's high selsmicity is
hazardous and has the fol-
lowing risks:

Ground Shaking: Infra-
structure and bulldings are
vulnerable to damage due to
powerful earthquakes.

Landslides: Slopes of
mountains lose stability,

ceedings and thelr outcome,

The LG's address described the
demand for the restoration of state-
hood as one of the foremost aspira-
tlons of the people, The government
stated that It 1s actively engaging
with all stakeholders to facilitate
this process of statehood restora-
tlon.

While the elected government
will continue Its efforts for state-
hood restoration, the discretion to
restore the status nmllyl‘llin with

each other. The option of forming
a coalition government would have
been there if the people in last year's
assembly polls had given a fractured
mandate and the assembly was
hung. But this was not the case, NC
got the majority on its own with the
support of a few independent MLAs,
Technically, the party did not even
need the support of Congress, CP1
(M) and Aam Aadmi Party ( AAP),
who are supporting it from outside
and are not part of the government,

the central
has stated that th willbe

of his

restored at an appropriate time but
has not revealed when exactly this
appropriate time will come,

The LG's address also touched
upon the status of various impartant
sectors including health, education,
tourism,

after the formation
Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah held meetings with
central government leadership in
New Delhl, After the meetings he
sald that he was assured that his
government will not be destabilised
and that BJP will play its role of an

industries and davnlopmam. also
the government’s roadmap for fur-
ther improvement, The government
also said that it is committed to the

party.

Now when the NC government
1s functioning in the dual power
system (though not comfortably), it
would not like for political reasons

BJP seems needed or possible. But
what is required is a better coor-
dination and understanding based
on sincerity and maturity between
the central government and the
J&K elected government. Such a
coordination is in the interest of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
But can this coordination be pos-
sible when the ruling party at the
centre is unhappy with the fact
that it could not form 1ts own gov-
ernment in Jammu and Kashmir
desplte taking all possible measures
and making serious efforts, ask the
observers, And on the other side the
elected government here is some-
times feeling helpless and insecure
due to lack of adequate powers, and
talking about Plan A and Plan B if
the statehood Is not restored. But
what Is Plan A and Plan B, only the
top leadership of NC knows.

Author Js senior editor, Greater Kashmy

A conventional propaganda bias

Western media’s silence on "Hannibal Directive' and the normalisation of suffering

Indictment

Sarfaraz Nasir
nasinungg@gmail.com

In today's media-driven culture,
truth has become the first casu-
alty. Given the blatant deceptions
and erasures of the truth about the
Gaza slaughter by the US media
in particular and Western media
in general, the media's influence
an the public consciousness may
finally be slipping. In an interview
with lsraell television an February
6, former |sraell defence minister

resulting in col: the Hanni-
lapses, blnlm:ilvi was implemented by

River Course (.hangn Israeli military on October 7, 2023,
River the day Palestin-

may result m)m movements
of faults, causing flooding.

[

Some of the land-

forms are:

Karewas - They are flat
topped terraces that oceur in
the valley, developed through
the deposition of sediments
over milllons of years. Kare
wis are very fertile and pro-
vide Kashmir's renowned
salfron cultivation.

Hanging Valleys - Minor
valleys occurring at higher
Jevels, developed as a result
of glacial actlon and tectonle
uplife,

Alluvial Fans - Cone-
shaped sediment deposits cre-
ated by rivers transporting
sediments from mountains to

study of
the Kashmir Valley makes
us aware of how tectonic
forces have formed and con-

lan Righters stormed the territary
that Israel had illegally annexed.
What if the UNHRC, Interna-
tional Criminal Count, International
Court of Justice, Amnesty Inter-
national, and the UN released
@ report exposing Russian war
crimes in Ukraine and concluded

national, which claimed that lsraed
was committing genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza, only gamered
lintle mainstream media attention in
the US and Europe.

The Israelis are aware of the
fundamental premise behind pro-
paganda that lie spreads far more
Quickly than the truth. However,
we are reminded of the prophetic
statement made by the renowned
Alrican American civil rights and
womer's rights activist Sojoumer

(11

The extent of panic raised by
corporate media is how we
are conditioned w identify a
major catastrophe.

organization's findings that lsrael
*has committed genocide against
Palestindans.®

The public finds it challenging
10 comprehend the reality of what
has happened in Gaza as aresult of
covert whitewashing. Not to wipe
out Hamas but forcing 2.3 million

professional analysis of the likety
application of the Hannibal Direc-
tive and refuted Israell media lies

iy
10 redocate elsewhere in the reglon
was the covest goal of the sixteen
months of full-scale invasion of
Gaza, That is what the genocide in

Truth: " feed sate in the midst of my about "beheaded bables” and Gaza was all about. The extent of
enemies, for the truth is all power- “mass rape.” The US and West- panic rased by corporate m-dla is
Tut and will prevail* as the carelully em media, hmm. how ity

i laith- the Therefore, Tor

fully carried out by the Western
media, stands exposed. Palestin-
ians living under violent occupa-
tion understood the power of truth,
and sixteen months of slaughter
i Gaza, hall of them women and
children, revealed

findings, as upeclnd However,
Sojourner's conviction that *truth
prevails® in the end is reinforced

lhe West, the sullering in Gaza is
not as severe as it appears. Oth-
erwise, the human rights and civil

ity and sinful aspect of
Wegal occupation. Gallant stated
n an interview with lsrael's Chan-
nel 12 in February this year that
the orders was ssued 'tactically’
and ‘al several places’ near Gaza.
An English-sublitied video of the
interview is accessible on YouTube
and has gone viral,

War on truth halted

The Israell defence ministers
admission is the mosi recent in
a nlnnu of compelling evidence

tinue 1o shape the
of the reglon. 1t is Important
for disaster preparedness,
urban planning, and envi-
ronmental protection, Since
tectonie activity continues,
more studies are required to
forecast hazards and reduce
thelr effects on the Kashmiri
people.

Wajahat Ahvnad Mic
Undergraduate Scholoy,
Department of Geography
So-Provop Colege

cide? All hell would have broken
loose, with Westem media giving
the repon extensive coverage.
The headlines of newspapers
and social media, as well as radio
and television debates, would
have drawn attention 10 Russia's
genocide. But since it was Israel
rathes than Russia, nothing of
that sort happened. However, the
devastating 296-page investiga-
tion conducted by the largest and
most irusted human rights organ-
isation in the warld, Amnesty Inter-

ceee ¢CM K¢ eeeo

in Gaza, including
'WM! from Al Jazeera and lsrael
news ouliets, that Israeli defence
forces killed alarge number of their
own citizens in “Iriendly fire” inci-
dents or by enforcing the deadly
doctrine- "Hannibal Directive’,
‘which aims to prevent lsraeds from
being caplured skive and used as
leverage 10 negoliale the release
of Palestinians detained in lsrael.
In March of last year, Al Jazeera
TV, based in Doha, aired a thor-
oughly irvestigated report on the
events of October 7th, It included

L L L L

by Al-Jazeera's succinet, and thor- rights warrions would undoubledly
oughly researched repor backed have been more outraged.

by sowces and video evidence. The Western media never point
Thi out that the violent Israeli occupa-
senior tion and thal lasted
bal Directive was implemented on for more than seven decades
October 7 Howeves, if one search- Iriggered the Hamas attacks. The
es online, in newspapers and in Western media does not represent
TV debates, Gallant's confession the Palestinian viewpont. Neither

has not been reported. The US and
Westem news media, which has
a long history of downplaying the
actual horror of the crimes by the
Israeh Defence Forces, appear to

they are lactual, nor impartial,
Media propaganda, intentional or
unintentional, is a systemic prob-
lem and nol just the work of certain
individuats, as media academics

have completely buried Gallant's have frequently emphasised. Lies
startling revelation. spread more quickly and deeply
in the digital era, and people fre-
Downplaying the Devastating quently embrace them as truth,
Deeds People may be able to critically
Such a strong as
by the most human 2 I they ¢
rights group in the world would a method and the abdity to decl-

get extensive, continuous, and
widespread news coverage and
analysis in a civilised works where
marality and ethics are lundamen-
tal to social and cultural values,
However, there was conventional
propaganda bias in the Western

pher hidden meanings. Howevet,
reliable eyewitness accounts can
help in thwarting the pernicious
propaganda to rescue the intel-
lectusl and moral decay of the
Westem media

media when the mainsiream media
gave lsrael's insane eriticisms of Dx. Sevfaraz Nasv is an
Amnesty" based n
rather than emphasising on lhl New Dei
(L L L e eve
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sion's Political Work Depart-
ment — China's apex mili-

- - -

OPED
Xi's campaign to purge and reform the PLA

sise Xi Jinping's thought
and focus on training and

at least eight senlor execu-
tives in China's sensitive

tary body responsitie for the discipline. defence industrial complex
political education and ideol- On March 3,the PLA Daily  have been removed.
ogy of PLA nel published an interview with This includes the China
It heralded the launch of leaders of the CMC Training  State Shipbuilding Corpora-
the “annual major educa- and Management Depart-  tion (CSSC), one of China's
S— ton of the entire army” and ment on the regulations. top 10 defence groups, that
" R:g;g‘!\'lc mon asserted that it would Theystressed thatitinchud-  owns some of the most well-
\ strengthen political guid- ed ‘ensuring the military is  known Chinese shipyards
CHINAANALYSIS & STRATEGY ance.” always in complete ideologi-  which build warships for the
Emphasising the leading cl, palitical, and operational  PLA navy and China’s aero-
NDISCIPLINE, waver-  roles of Xi Jinping and the alignment with the Puty spaceand seronsutics sector

ing political and ideo-

CCP. it stressed that ‘we

Central Committee and the

There are indications now

logical of must y use Xi Central Militwry Commis  that this purge is lkely to
officers and personnel  Jinping's Thought on Social sion, ensuring absolute loyal-  expand its remit and sharp-
corruption in the  ismwith Chinese Character- ty. purity, and relability of en its focus to ensure that
People's Liberation Army  istics for a New Era to unite the armed forces.” seniorofficials are politically
(PLA) are cousing serfous  hearts and build souls® and It added that the regula- and ideologically aligned
concerntoChinese President  ‘must alwaysregard the Par- tions further refine the offi-  with the CCP Central Com-
Xi Jinping and the senior s innovative theoretical cer-soldier relationship by  mittee and Cential Military
echelons of the Chinese Com-  arming as the primary task 3 promoting unity, friend- Commission, with Xi Jin
munist Party(CCP)and PLA.  ofbuilding soulsand educat-  NOT IN SYNC: The weakening poktical ideology and cormuption in the PLA has worried Xi Jnping. seumens  ship, harmony, and purity  ping at the core.”
The indiscipline andlackof  ing people...” within the ranks and ensur- The appearance of the

the ‘notice’ must dosely follow the needs for aNewEm." ing the military remains ‘notice’ and the launch of a
which includes questioning  specifically mentioned the  of cultivating officers and sol- Also, lastweek, Xi Jinping  strong and cohesive major political campaign
of the PLAs "absolute obedi-  need to strengthen learning  diers’ values and growing up, signed an order to issue the Corruption remains aprob-  clearly indicate problems
ence” to the OCP, will worry  and ideclogical transforma-  and carry out special educa- newly revised Regulations lem in the PLA and China's  in the higher echelons of
the CCP leadership more tion of the key minority.” tion focusing on strengthen- on Internal Affairs of the civil-military industry. the PLA,
because the PLA is the “par- The reference to the "key  ing the belief in strengthen- People’s Liberation Armyof  Dozens of senior PLA rocket There are indications of
tysarmy”, minority” implies there are  ing the army ... China, Regulations on Dis-  force officers have been diss  similar problems in the CCP

Accordingly, a major new  officers at senior levels in The CCP Central Commit- cipline of the People’s Lib-  missed since late 2023, with  with  Politburo  Standing
education campaign  the PLAwhoare notinstep  tee (CC) General Office eration Army of China and  at least 13 PLA generals Committee member and
focussed on instilling politi  with Xi Jinping’s thoughts  recently”  issued the R on : from the National  director of the CCP CC Gen-

cal loyalty to Xi Jinping has

or whose ideological com-

“National Party Member

The appearanceof

of ’I‘he People's Liberation

People’'s Congress (NPC) —

eral Office Cai Qi convening

been launched This has  mitment that the CCP lead-  Education and  Training A 3 Army of China, which Chings version of a an allChina conference on
been accompanied by arat  ership has  assessed is  Work Plan (2024-2028)" and the'notice’ andthe  will come into effect on parliament. the ‘need to continuously
:‘I"l-rllm-n dxrphm-m e The PIA has been trying ;‘:pl:“n‘:;::l:l !’:‘::nmm:‘: |&lllll'h()' amajor Ap'l‘;:‘zﬁd regulations mT::::::rNPCMII‘I‘II;: forge the Party'’s soul’ :nmcjl
LOnR-bfum. I.;?rpt: hxlr:-rm'l-rl::rr numbers of u'}whsl{;n;imwm it ]X)lili('ill ('illll')&lw] aim IxQ.'lh(ruumly |mk;:h~ and ;;y shrink f\mhnu(l)! ‘enhance the Party's political
iberation v y pul llege uates for more e CMCwas also instruct- > 2 xich ment Xi Jinping's thinking the deputies from the building”

lished a "Notice on Deepen-  than adecade now, but sen-  ed to implement & among d( -I.I’l_\ "“h( ale on strengthening the mili  PLA appointed to the NPC, The CCP leadership is Bkely
HE Anition Toories 42 sitiing B Omaing. | Thoomt i pugiae LR g . o e b S 90, amsmarn ol o P
e Activities sing on  complaining young e work plan highlig . ol ing the ve removed on  measures o in s
Forging Firm Political Loyal  graduates question instrue-  its main theme as "of learning I“}Lh('r echelons of military in the new eraand  charges of corruption. ideology among PLA person-
tyand Winning the Battle of  tions and are not amenable  and implementing Xi Jin- lll(‘ PLA. build the people’s armyinto a Reports suggest that forthe  nel and control  comruption,
Hard Work® issued by the todiscipline. ping Thought on Sodalism workl-class army.” last sixmonths, aquiet purge  especially as the next party
Central Military Commis- The notice also added: "We  with Chinese Ch The |} empha-  has also been underwayand  congress draws near.

The heavy price of Pakistan's military obsession

SAAD HAFIZ
ANALYST AND COMMENTATOR

AKISTAN stands

at a decisive junc-

ture in its history.

Once  recognised

as a regional power

with immense potential, the

nation now grapples with a

troubling decline in strate gic
fNexibility.

This is largely attributed to

violent confrontations, wide- r depriving future genera-  its integrity.
spread protests and growing tions of opportunities for The time has come for Pak-
distrust between the state upward mobility. istan to move away from

and its citizens.

While some political ten-
sion is inevitable in any
democracy, Pakistan's
habitual reliance on coer-
cive measures to resolve
disputes has perpetusted a
damaging cycle.

Historically, the state has
emplayed force — through
military interventions,
police actions and other
ercive means — 0 man-
age political crises,

Such actions frequently
exacerbate the very issues
they aim to resolve, leading
10 heightened polarisation,

% £
DAMAGING CYCLE Urvesohed issues, such as poverty, have undermined Pakistan's abilty 1o

formulate flexdbie and pragmatic policies, soures

The prospects of the Pak-
istani populace are, in many

relying on (oercive meas
ures as the primary response

ways, P byarul
ing elite that prioritises con-
trol over genuine progress,

To break free from Pak-
istan’s detrimental politi-
cal cycle, the country must
undertake comprehensive
reforms that prioritise
democratic values, politi-
cal inclusivity and expand-
ed freedoms.

The palitical landscape
requires  decentralisation,
allowing for the inclusion of
a wider army of voices and
eologies. Such an approach

to Y "
o culture of dialogue and
negotiation, the country can
lay the groundwork for a
more indusive, peaceful and
stable future.

This does not imply aban.
doning the state's obligation
to maintain law and order,
but rather a reconsideration
of conflict resolution strate-
ges,  favouring  peaceful
solutions over violent or
coercive actions.

Both the state and citizens
have essential roles o play

short-sighted policies that  public unrest and enduring would not only enhance insupporting this new social

have prioritised military  instabllity. serving control, has ulti- The consequences of polit-  political cohesion but also  contract emphasising dia-

strength over other national Although force may pro-  mately resulted in greater ical repression extend far  promote national unity. logue and peaceful conflict
vide harm by ¢ insta- beyond the economic sphere, This transformative  resolution.

™
of these decisions are

increasingly apparent, jeop-
ardising Pakistaris political

y
of dissent or a veneer of
order, it fails 1o address the
root causes of political con-

bility that obstructs Pak-
istan's development across
multiple fronts

Ongoing military
interference has

profoundly impacting the
daily lives of average Pak-
istanis in ways often over-

process should begin by
empowering dvilian institu-
tions and ensuring the mili-

Pukistan possesses the
capabilty to reclaim its
strategic  flexdbility and

cohesion and economic  flict and often widens the This predicament gener- o looked by those in power tary's role remains strictly  influence, but it must first
deavlopment divide between the govern-  ates a paradox — while Pak-  PICV ented civilian B hardships like within ! bound- that  genuine
A unified, resilient politi-  ment and the people. istan  projects military l(‘il('(T.\'lllll\ rising unemployment and  aries, enabling elected lead-  security and sustainable
cal andscape isessential for Pakistan finds itself strengthglobally, tsinternal inflation disproportionately ers to guide the nation's growth stem from compre
enhancing Pakistan's trapped in a damaging cohesion remains fragile. iId(‘llll&lll‘l} burden the poor and margin- ~ future. hensive solutions, not solely
strategic flexibility. Howev-  cycle, political repression  Ongoing military interfer- 'l(l(lllNNil ’(TllK'!] alised, who must endure a Political reform would fur-  military strength,
er, the military’s outsized stifles progress and fuels ence has prevented civilian 'y o “‘ ‘ political system that fails to  ther t d y reevak its poli-
influence over civilian gov-  instability, undermining leaders from adequately internal l‘llil“l'llﬂ'\ prioritise their welfure. and cies and developing a more
emance has fragmented the  economic recovery. addressing critical intemal like ' The lack of political cohe-  bility — critical components  integrated national strategy,
political system, hindering The military’s overwhelm-  challenges like poverty, cor- C l‘“l ‘ sion and accountability for restaring public trust in  Pakistan can forge a path
the establishment of robust  ing influence over civilan  ruption and unemployment, CC )rrup[i(m ar l' contributes to the neglect  the system. Without astrong  toward a future charac
d leadership has created an  all of which are essential for smpl nt. all or underfunding of vital political framework that terised by resilience, cooper
Political parties struggle environmentthat frequently  national statility. unemy ”‘\"‘U“"‘ public services ke health-  hokds leaders accountable, ation and innovation in
to formulate stable, long-  suppresses dissent, restrict-  Consequently, these unre- ofwhich are care, education and infro-  Pukistan's future trajectory  addressing both internaland
term strategies amidst this  ing the free exchange of solved issues undermine structure. will remain uncertain. external challenges.

essential for

environment. ideas and stifting democrat-  Pakistan's ability to formu- This perpetuates a cycle of For citizens to actively The urgency for action is
In recent years, Pakistan  ic growth, late flexible, pragmatic poli- natic lllill\'(ill )ilit\. inequality where the strug-  engage in the political paramount,

has faced numerous political This political repression,  des that can adapt to evolw- ’ ging class becomes increas:  system's  development, Courtesy: The Friday

crises, many escalating into  ostensibly aimed at pre-  ingglobal d; ingly 1, they must have faith in Times, Pakistan
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Test for India’s
diplomacy

he rapidly changing global geopolitics has
thrown up new challenges and opportuni-
ties in equal measure for India. New
Delhi's diplomatic skills will be put to the
test in the days ahead as the maverick United States
President Donald Trump is secking to dramatically
alter the world order to suit his ‘America First’
agenda. India needs to do a tightrope walking while
insulating the high-potential strategic relations with
the US from reciprocal tariff threats on one hand and
broadening trade relations with Europe, which finds
itself dumped by America, on the other. Close on the
heels of an explosive showdown with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the Oval Office in
full media glare, Trump has ordered an immediate
halt to military aid to an embattled Ukraine. This has
taken the strained relations between the two coun-
tries to a new low, leaving Kyiv totally vulnerable.
Under former President Joe Biden, Washington re-
mained Kyiv's strongest backer, supplying weapons,
mtclhgnmc and financial assistance. But Trump 2.0
is taking a starkly different approach that is more
transactional than ideological. The failure to finalise
aminerals deal between the US and Ukraine further
underscores the growing rift. By siding with Russian
President Viadimir Putin and bfaming Zelenskyy for
starting the war, the bloodi-
est in Europe since World
War I, Trump has upended
the geopolitical order in the
region. His impulsive and
unpredictable diplomatic
manoeuvres have put him at
odds with long-term allies in
Europe, who had so far en-
joyed America’s support in
isolating Russia.
The latest US action, sus-
pending military aid to Kyiv, has infused a sense of
urgency among the European nations to unitedly
stand behind chcnskyy and continue military sup-
port to him to fight Russian forces. Trump sees a res-
olution to the U iramc war as an opportunity to se-
cure alternative sources of critical minerals,
reducing US dependence on China and allowing
Trump to take a more aggressive approach towards
Beijing »‘f So far, India has maintained a well-cali-
brated policy of neutrality and equidistance in the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine war and is rooted in the
peaceful resolution of the conflict through dialogue
and dipl y, including engagement between both
parties. Its focus has been to strike a balance be-
tween protecting its national interests and taking a
nuanced position over emerging geopolitics. On one
hand, New Delhi delivered a blunt message to Putin
that a solution to any conflict cannot be found on the
battlefield while, on the other, it remained commit-
ted to the robust and time-tested friendship with
Russia, even at the cost of causing discomfort to
Washington. Now, with both the UK and France tak-
ing the lead in drawing j) a peace plan for Ukraine,
India needs to step in and present a pragmatic solu-
tion. It is already on record expressing support for a
‘just and lasting peace based on respect for interna-
tional law, principles of the UN charter and territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty.'

eeds to d
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‘ I have become Over the past 50 years, - America will not putup
keenly aware of facts have proven again - (warmongers) it. If

the harsh interational and again that there are |- somebody doesnt

order, in which there are no fundamental clashes o want to make a (peace)

no etemal allies o or geopolitical conflicts deal, | think that person

etermnal enemies. Relym? between China and wiont be around very

solely on the goodwil of Europe; rather, they are ; long. That person will

major powers will not partners that contribute gus not be istened

fully protect our interests to each other's success B0 tovery long ’,

CHOI SANG-MOK LOU QINJIAN DONALD TRUMP
South Korean acting Presiclent Spokesperson of Chinas pariament US Presidant

Return of Dictators

The weakening of
democratic
institutions has led
to the rise of
populism and the
deterioration of
liberal democracies

GEETARTHA PATHAK

S President Donald Trump's
second term has inspired vi-
sions of a global alliance of

the far right, but his return

to power has been a decidedly mixed
blessing for the European faction. US
Vice President |D Vance's speech at
the Munich Security Conference con-
firmed that the Trump administration’s
worldview broadly matches that of his
ideological kin in Europe. Both largely
oppose Muslim immigrants, push back
against pro-climate policy and target
the rights of the LGBTQ community.

UN rights chief Volker Turk warned
on February 25 of a return to an era of
dictators, citing past atrocities such as
indiscriminate attacks on civilians,
population transfers and child labour.
He urged urgent action to prevent such
“very dangerous” events, cautioning
that history could repeat itself,

Far-right Move

The record score achieved by the far-
right Alternative for Germany (AfD) in
the recently held elections is a new
boost for hard-right parties in Europe,
The AfD, which was end: by sen-
ior figures in the Trump's administra-
tion, doubled its score in the legislative
elections, reaching 20.8 per cent, be-
hind the Christian Democrats, who
ruled out forming a coalition govern-
ment with them. The AfD has em-
braced a highly controversial policy
called “remigration”, which it defines
as deporting migrants who have com-
mitted crimes. But the term can also
refer to mass deportation of migrants
and their descendants.

Germany's conservatives in the last
week of January sparked fury when
their leader, Friedrich Merz, the coun-
try's next chancellor, broke a long-
standing pledge by relying on far-right
votes to adopt a non-binding motion
urging a drastic immigration crack-
down. The leader of Alternative filr

Deutschland, Alice Weidel, hailed “a
historic day for Germany ™ as the Bun-
destag, for the first time in its history,
passed a vote with the backing of her
party.

In France, controversial remarks by
centrist Prime Minister, Frangois Baz:
rou, about French people feeling “sub-
merged” by immigration were hailed
by the far-right National Rally as evi-
dence that it had “won the ideological
battle.”

“We're in a vicious cycle,” said Tarik
Abou-Chadi, an associate professor of
European politics at the University of
Oxford, “It starts with the radical right
being more successful, winning more
seats, entering government in more

countries.” When that happens, he said,

“mainstream parties move right on im-
migrnliun. It is strategic, to win back
votes.”

In Belgium, dunmx the June 2024 leg-
islative campaign, far-right Viaams Be-
lang (Flemish rest) was predicted
to win according to polls in Flanders,
the most populated region. But the N-
VA, party of Prime Minister Bart De
Wever, eventually maintained its lead-
ership. Belang's party was excluded
from government talks, even though
the anti-immigration party made the
largest gains in the June 2024 election
Ann’s became the country's second-
largest party.

Religious Pluralism
Several multi-ethnic countries, includ-
ing India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
ﬁm: religious pluralism is part of the
fabric of society, are witnessing the
mainstreaming of far-right ideologies.
In Asia, for example, several countries
are seeing spikes of violence and intim-
idation against minorities. The com-
mon aspect is the desire to create a

pure society based on a singular ethnie-

u'llgm\u identity whereby the minori-
ties are considered outsiders or the
“other.”

Such rhetoric echoes those used in
Western countries by violent ight
groups and white supremacist extrem-

ists, who push acceleration theory to
promulgate often-racist disinformation
narratives and justify attacks on mi-
norities they believe will ually
overtake their socleties. In an era of ar-
tificial intelligence, unprcccdrmcd ac-
cess to information — and disinforma-
tion, combined with instances of the
use of counterterrorism legislation to
suppress dissent and opposition, has
exacerbated the threat,

In 2022, Giorgia Meloni's neo-fascist
Brothers of Italy party achieved a his-
toric victory in parliamentary elec-
tions. Portugal’s far-right Chega
(Enough) party strengthened its status
as the country’s third political force, in-
creasing its scats from 12 to 50 in the
March 2024 legislative elections. In
Britain, Keir Starmer's Labour Party

won after 14 years of Conservative rule.

Anti-immigration party Reform UK led
by Nigel Farage won just over 14 per
cent of the vote and five seats in parlia-
ment.

l-'lr-rlrl al
According to political theorists, the far-
right appeals to those who believe in
maintaining strict cultural and ethnic
divisions and a return to traditional so-
cial hierarchies and values. In practice,
far-right movements differ widely by
region and historical context. In West-
e Europe, they have oﬂcn‘fmuml on
and
while in Eastern Europe, strong anti-
communist rhetoric is more common.
The United States has seen a unique
evolution of far-right movements that
emphasise nativism and radical opposi-

tion to central government, Far-right
politics have led to oppression, politi-
cal violence, forced assimilation, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide against groups
of people based on their supposed mr
riority or their perceived threat to the
native ethnie group, nation, state, na-
tional religion, dominant culture or
conservative social institutions,

In her book ‘Hate in the Homeland:
The New Global Far Right,' Cynthia
Miller-Idriss examines the far-right as a
global movement and representing a
cluster of uurhpﬁmg antidemocratic,

ite supremacist be-
‘embedded in solutions

¢ authoritarianism, ethnic cleansing
or ethnic migration, and the establish-
ment of separate ethno-states or en-
claves along racial and ethnic lines”,

We can understand better the divi-
sive communal politics and its impact
on societies under the Hindu national-
ist regime in India or the violent con-
flict that lasted more than 21 months in
Manipur from Idris’ book.

Ttalian philosopher and political sci-
entist Norberto Bobbio argues that atti-
tudes towards equall ¢ primarily
what distinguish left-wing politics
from right-wing on the political spec-
trum: “the Left considers the key in-
equalities between people to be artifi-
cial and negative, which should be
overcome by an active state, whereas
the right believes that incqualities be-
tween people are natural and positive,
and should be rllhrr defended or left
alone by the state,”

In a 1961 book deemed influential in
the European far-right at large, French
neo-fascist writer Maurice Bardéche
introduced the idea that fascism could
survive the 20th century under a new
metapolitical guise adapted to the
changes of the times. Sheri Berman, a
Professor of Political Science at
Barnard College, Columbia University,
is the author of scholarly bool -
tickes on European social democracy,
fascism, populism and the develop-
ment of democracies and dictatorships.

She supports the idea that democ-
racy if unchecked by liberalism can
lead to populist — and in some regards
dangerous — rule, but further says that
liberal values unchecked by democracy
can be just as dangerous, as she says,
using historical examples, this can lead
to oligarchic rule. Berman takes a dif-
ferent perspective on the role of pop-
ulum and says that it is rather the

ing of democratic insti
that has led to the rise of populism and
the deterioration of liberal democra-
ches, The rise of the Modi-led populist

UN rights chief Volker Turk
warned of a return to an
era of dictators, citing past
atrocities such as random
attacks on civilians,
population transfers etc

§ in India can be explained
in terms of Berman's concept.

In sum, Berman is trying to demon-
strate that populism has led to the rise
of illiberal democracies, while pop-
ulism has gained traction as a result of
democratic institutions being too elite-

(The author is a senior
journalist from Assam)

Letters to th NEP opposition
The reasons adduced by Tamil Nadu Chief
Editor ] Minister MK Stalin for the State refusing to
aoceoi the National Education Policy and the
Rope in rat miners formulare He

has also listed the names of around 25 anclent
mother tongues of the people of different
States that have been swallowed by the impo-
sition of Hindi and have become extinct in

This is in response to the news item ‘Only a miracle can
save cight trapped workers', which appeared on Febru-
ary 26. As the rescue opeval-uns inside the SLBC tunnel

tions or as tools to enhance healthcare and
With Rel

one of the largest data centres in Jamnagar,
the private sector’s growing involvement sig-
nals India’s commitment to Al infrastructure,
While we may not currently dominate the
global Al market, our focus should be on sus-
tainability, ethical regulation, and aligning Al
advancements with meaningful societal
needs. If we proceed thoughtfully, India can

inT GaNnd pose with slush and their respective States, Unfortunately, Mindi emerge as a leader in responsible and impact-
water seepage hampering the work, perhaps the popu- has become the single language formula fol- ful Al development,

lar method of ‘Rat mining’ could be a positive solutionto  lowed in their educational and administrative ARKATTAMREDDY,
locate and extricate the eight workers Qrappcd msadu systems. Fortunately, the people and the rul- Fland
Rat miners are skilled ing i ion of the State who love Tamil,

and ing narrow, hamrdous Ul tun- their mother tongue, are well aware of this Ban ]ultiﬂed

nels, Their name voﬂocls their capacity to move through  fact and hence are united. Banning convicted politicians for life is a de-
tight spaces, similar to that of rodents, Although this THARCIUS S FERNANDO,  batable issue. The Centre has opposed a plea
practice is llegal due to safety and environmental is- [ mSuovcrmCouvl mklngahldlmobm on
sues, it continues, and the miners' skills are indispensa- Inclusive Al polls,

ble. When standard rescue techniques fail, rat miners
come to the forefront, Thelr deep understanding of un-
o enables them to per-
form ! I that ma-
chines cannot reach, A striking instance is the
Uttarakhand tunnel collapse in November 2023, where
41 workers were safely rescued after 17 agonising days.
RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR, e

It is encouraging to see that one of the key pri-
orities of the Indian government is ensuring
and ility in Al adoption.
Linguistic considerations are indeed crucial,
particularly in making large language models
(LLMs) more effective for elderly users,
whether as voice assistants for daily interac-

Write to us at lettersiitelanganatoday.com

GANTI VENKATA

stating that the decision to impose such a ban
lies with Parliament, not the Judiciary (Feb
27). However, imposing a lifetime ban on con-
victed politicians would help maintain the true
spirit of Indian democratic system and pre-
vent those with a criminal record from holding
public office.

oo

USAID cuts shutter India's clinic for transgenders
India's first medical clinic for transgender people has shut operations in three
cities after US President Donald Trump stopped foreign aid to it. Mitr (friend)
Clinic, which was started in 2021 in the southern city of Nydcmbad offered HIV

support and services to people.
B The Stralts Times
India’s anti-cruelty robot elephants

It faps its ears and squirts water from trunk, but this elephant is a Hfe-size me-
chanical replica rolled out to replace the endangered animals in India’s Hindu
temples. Made of fibreglass the modol is one of dozens that nmmd ugmg cam-

paigners are asan to keeping
@ The Economist
The trouble with ancient Indians

Ababy born an the same day as the Indian republic—January 26th 1950, when
Ihe constllmkm went into effect—probably would not have lived to see the 75th-

last month. That year, life expectancy at birth was 41.2

yoan. ha“ adecade less than the global average.
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Keep Shining On Us,
‘Crazy’ Diamond

Work on traceability, more leeway unlikely
India has nmnnu«l to buy more time from the FU on

Tur EcoNomie Tives

stringent for pol! 1 dia-
mond imports ﬂw(lt ulllno has now shifted from March
2025toJanuary 1, 2026 — because of its unique place in the

industry's valuechain. The plan tosequester the diamond
business into certifiable nodes from mine to market add-
resses the issue of stones sourced from conflict zones or
from Russia, Asthe largest centre for polishingdiamonds,
Indiacan bea source of unwanted diamonds entering the
system. But the state of the industry - beset by weak de-

mand in principal uuu'kv(- and the growing popularity of
lab-grown di. 8! the case for not allo-

w! lnu Indian pmce«lng capacity to dip below critical le-

vels, The acceptable solution is to raise vigilance over In-

dian imports while setting a lower bar for re-exports.

India’s contribution to the trade is not easily replaced,
giventhe labour intensity of polishing
diamonds. But that does not give it in-
definite leeway in enforcing traceabi-
lity. Low-cost tech solutions abound.
The industry will not reach governan-
ce objectives unless the Indian leg of
the cireuit is secure, It is welcome that
the market-led Initiative is sensitive to
India’s concerns, bothasaproduction centre and a poten-
tial market for finished diamonds. Job displacement due
to hurried rules would have been on a massive scale. Wor-
ryingly. the process could have become irreversible,

The pile-up of unpolished diamonds in India will ease
with stricter monitoring of Russian diamond exports, In-
dia needs to reverse the situation in which its exports of
diamonds areshrinking faster than imports. Anextended
export window without traceability conditions should
help lower the inventory of raw stones, Yet, this does not
address collapsing demand in the US, EU and China. Dis-
ruption in the supply chain due to sanctions against Rus-
sia isalso nisinu |lrlm mlmlhly. which affects inventory

hrougl like India. These
factors will kmp llm Indian diamond pnxwlnn industry
under pressure, delaying the traceability initiative,

Take Sanskrit Out
Of Its Old Ghettos

Over time, Sanskrit has got a bad rep, ironically becauseof its
‘good reputation’ as an anclent language of knowledge, philo:
sophy and faith, The ‘anclent’ tag, while giving it a brand va
Tue, has scared most people away much after it stopped being
only an ‘in-language’ solely for pandits and pundits, and was
part of school curricula. Add to that Sanskrit's appropriation
by those whose idea of the present and future are sculpted by a
notional past. It must be freed from this ‘Hindu' ideological
and ivory-tower confinement that has made the likes of M K
Stalin suspect it being pushed down throats — at the cost of
other Indian languages like Tamil,

Sanskrit should be leveraged as a trendy ‘subject’ on a par
with any other ‘living' language that em-
powers, Ithas the special virtue of having
an exceptionally strong in-built logieal
architecture, In an age of growing de-
mand and interest in LLMs and Al its po-
tential value is barely ascertained. Revi
vingSanskrit by bri mmnnu mlmhn-rlan
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' CURSOR % Globalised growth's liberating potential must be accepted for economic rejuvenation

Dodge the Gre;

Errrr——

ram he popularity achieved by

AD (Aternative for Ger:

many), National Rally (RN)

In France, Brothers of laly

(FdD), and Froedom Party of

Austria (FPO) testifies the rise of

right-wing populism in Europe. Ame

ricans have lurched right by electing

Donald Trump. Labour won in Brita

inonly thanks to the nationalist right

abandoning Conservatives to vote for

Reform UK (formerdy Brexit Party).
Why should we, mlmlla mw'

Wrong elephant In the room

Aretur
for similar strisegios, whether in twse
conntries or India, although the speci
fleclrounmstinces woukl differ: Globall
sation and immigration are common
sources of discontent in the US and Eu-
rope. Living standards have been stag
nant in the US for the bottom 80% for
the kst 30 years. Low skill manufactur
Ing has migrated to Asia, Business ser:
Viees have been outsourced, or ane mu
dow

ding order; 5o that there are equal
numbers of poople with incomes abo-
veand below that median income.)
Most people live pay cheque to pay
cheque. Any Hietke inflathon makes them
feed thedr lives are precarious. Add the
cultural discomfort that immigrants
bring, speaking different languages,
following diverse falths.
For most Indinns, religious diversi
1y bs par for the course. For most Amer-

ing 4o be (Microsoft) Copllote

Globalisation feeds inequality. For
entreprencurs, capltal, technology and
talent arv to be sourced globally the
world s their market. They prosper
Immensely Share of wages in nation
al income falls, and share
of profit rises.

Average income in the
US is $82,0000 year: But the
medlan income ks only
£X00, in

popularity
blame the precarity of
people’s lived

feans and Europ religlous diver
sity is deviance. So are conoepts like
gender Auldity and ractsm embedded
Insockal structure. l\ﬂmmus\nm!w
pularity when they b

titors’ productivity and technology

equal or exceed Exropean levels.
Sweden's battery champion North

volt has filed for bankrupeey, unable to

compete with China's
CATL. The German auto
Industry Is in crisis, lag
ging far behind Chinese
EV majors, who are so-
ught 1o be kept away with
high tariffs from the EU,
but cannot be reslsted in
other markets. Blaming
the ‘other’ works in the short term.
But it does not address structural pro-

y
1y of people’s Hved experience of lm
mlumnluuu‘lohlmx-l

blems and change that
beave ordinary workiers beluing,
Charisma of the leader; n)nlmlnl

Again Trap

Acceptance of diversity ks often an
excuse for pandering to prejudice. But,
then, wheredoes one draw the line bet
ween acceptable and prejudioed? De-
mocrncy affers s guide. A cultural pric
thee, however integrad to tradithon and
custom, that falls foul of the principle
of equality deserves tobe rejected, not
tolerated or fought for in the name of

S MARCH 2025 | WWW ECONOMICTIMES COM

THE SPEAKING TREE

Chakravyuh
Of Life

minority rights. NARAVANSIROESAI
Inthe Indiancontext, castediscrimi- Abhimanyu, son of Arjun,
been s an abl of
traddition, but Pandav: rmy and d

democracy Unoqual rights for women
Justified inthe nameof tradition must
be rejocted, not champloned, Demo-
cracy protects minority rights. Dilut

Ing democracy weakens those rights.

The first prevoquisite for economic
rejuvenation 1s o socept the emancipe:
tary potential of globalised growth, in
stead of ralling against it. The next stop
15 10 farge policy sulted for your econo-
my in relation to the rest of the workd,
Identifying sectors and promotional
policy and investment, Tho next stop is
10 fvest in peaple, whether at the level
of school educition to mise its quality

To steer politics back
from the extreme,
centrist parties must
offer an alternative
vision that's compelling
In terms of broad-
sed prosperity and
cultural integrity
orat theleved of skill

severe casualtios to Kaurav
army during Mahabharat
war. Hence, Kaurav generals
hatched a plan toeliminate
him by trapping him ina
chakravyuh,

Chakrameans ‘wheel' and
“vyuh’ means a battle forma
tlon. Chakravyuh is a seven.
layered concentric arran.
gement of soldiors that keops
moving in circular motion
Soldiers from inner clrcle are
more powerful than soldiers
of immediate outer circle.

Legend has it that Abhima.
nyu learnt about plercing
chakravyuh while in his
mother Subhadra’s womb as
e listened to his uncle
Krishn exploin war strategl
es. However, he could not
know how to escape as his
l{]lllh(‘l;’l'"ll\l(l'limlll Y

That ks an organised effoct, and an op

ening for political intervention.
Organising tiny producers into co-

operatives or companies, to give them

deviance

In Europe, entreny
ched national cultures
make diversity seem
ovenmoredeviant than

find
when they

and sockal med
rse, andan uplifting rhetoric n(nwld
on future on par with a supposedly
golden past - this 1s a combination
that can Jull a lot nl people into pass)

Lty (Themver:

in the US, Welf:

age is what you get when
youadd upall the Incomes
of the population, includ
ing Musk, Bezos and Zu
ckerburg, and divide the §
sum by the mumber of
people. The medi
an s at the centre
point, when all
Incomes are ar-
ranged in o des-

R S o e Ty

=\ normalisation

of
and elite

tes embex generous
benefits through re-
gubation and taxes.
Th Furoy

5 the right-wing ag
enda In lmpln-monl«l often acoompa:
nied by violence, whether street clash.
€500 State coercion

industry vulnerable
o competition from
low-wage, low.
benefit econo-

Tosteer
T, COTMAIESt parthes st nmq ‘analter-

native vision that s compelling, both
intermsof broad-based material pros
perity and cultural integrity That en

talls hard choloes, Inchding acoeptan

oo that the status quo was flawed, whe-

ther ineconomic policy or cubture,

cale, dit, modern techno-
logy and marketing, s another arca
of intervention. To most, these look
like activities for voluntary organisa
tions, not political parties. Mao unged
his comrades 10 be among the people,
Tike fish in the sea. The advice is so
und for any political party.

Political leaders can tweet from
afar; make speeches and criticise
ders. But for people to feel an organic
connection with them, parties and
unions must work with them, organi
se them, Jead them in new productive
activity l)rumlml embrace uf mr
new is the

On the 15th day of war, Ab-
himanyu penetrated the sixth
layerof chakravyuh and got
trapped. Kaurav commanders
attacked him simultaneously,
which was against rules of
war and killed him

Our world of maya ks also
likea chakravyuh. Due to
ignorance, we get trapped in it
by enemies such as mind, lust,
anger, groed, attachment,
Jealousy, pride, and our temp-
tations, addictions, phobias,
negative attitudes, and feel
helpless and depressed

Studying scriptures, Self
Inquiry surrendering to God,
satsang, yog. dhyan and
inactionare

Ing back to lh«w-xl old days bﬂllllr

So, Shall We Do Tax Our Way?

Suranjali Tandon

Donald Trump's recont decision to
withdraw the US from global tax ag:
reements ad negotiations, along

is adeparture from the previous gov
ernment’s approach, which was toen.
sure equity in taxes and that MNCs
pay thelr falr share of taxes.

In 2021, fiste of the global tax deal
remained uncertain due to US relue
tanoe to commit, Then, secretary of
troasuiry Janet Yellon came out in

support of PO
rate tax of 15%, putting the deal back

on track. Countries, including India,

began to labowr on fine detalls, and 50
of lhrll‘u‘nlmrumhmrutnﬂlwl a

bility that togrup taxes cotild be collect.
od by thind jurtsdictions, which is pos-
sibile under law. and these profits cou

i in inthe US

with tariff polickes, b

toend tax

oerns that trade policy coopers
tion could face several hurdios, Tru.
mp10saw retaliatory tariffs, which
remainan enticing source of income
despite accounting for only about 2%
of total tax revenues. Asa result,
many tariffs were retadkned by the Joe
Bid

This taxensures that in each juris
diethon, a company with revenue of
ore than C750 mn pays at least 1%
. The topup tax

While the US suggests that the deal

tries, including Indin, must assess
the consequences of this approach.
Imposition of tariffs on some of
Indin’s key sectors means that the
country will have todiversify into
ather export markets or lose some of
fts market share, only to the extent
thart it competes in the same market
If the trade war escalaes, consumens
i both countries will experience a
price rise, 1t is unlikely that tariff
Increases will compensate for mx
cuts, s I8 hoped, let alone Jead

ways prescribed by sages to
free ourselves from chakravy
uhof life.

mpEAs INA

More Than
A Paper Trail

The 6-part ast, Cotton
Capital, delves into how
transathuntic slavory shap-
ed the British newspaper
Guardian, the city of Man.
chester where it was fournd-
od, and E{rlinln. The wﬂc:

creases inoutput and. mnplu)nu-nl.

ppe
cotton and textile industri-

Washington's disinterest in global es through its founding ed
has 'noforoeoreffoct’, itmay intro- tix doals mesns that it Is keen to intro- lnr Jnhn hlwnnl'n\)ht
duce s law less withOECDtw  d b aegy nalist Maya
prevent any sue e tax policy, kaving other ‘J\hllbl&ivlnwn t-llu lnhh

The US has al that it countries to figure out thelr own do- torians about how

arue that allows the country of the
ultimate parent entity to collect taxes
if th

make it 3 a
whole treasure trove of ‘content’ that need not be only past-fa-
cing. The revival in Burope and West Asia in the late 19th c.-
20th ¢. of Hebrew, a ‘Biblical’ lnnumwllml fell into dis
repair, b ki written language happ dafter it was
unyoked from its use purely as a sacred language in Judaism,
A Sanskrit revival can follow a similar trajectory.

Sanskrit must be de-Latinised, in the sense of h~|nulnk-~n be-
yond its current ademic and ‘q
anclent texts for speeches’ ghottos, l'uramn«l\lmxhvrn..luw
sible dictionaries from Sanskrit to Indlan languages like Hin.
A1, Tamil and English should go hand in hand with g the

language be utilised for pursuing new domains of knowledge.

Having skills increases the chance
of getting a job - genius!

Skilling Them Softly

7
negative Impact on GDP and the
pass-through of price increases
especially in steed and aluminium
sectors — 1o US consumers.
Trump2.0 s undeterred and houm

y refuses to rakse

will ke messures to address diser
minatory taxes — such as digital ser.
vices tax that many countries, such

domestie Lo
With the USbeinga

as India, b nllllhﬂf

country of residence, will Trump's
exccutiveorder break the deal” Given
that many countries have an alterna

mx and many have

coptanceof theother pilarof the tax
pact that deals with the reclistribution

mestiestance, rather than relyingon
the popukar OECD approach. The vote
i firvorir of a UN tax forum already in
dicates that therv are flssures between
OECD and developing countries,
With the US stepping away from the
international amumm'h it paves the

of taxing rights for lar
Inthe past, the L .\ hlL! lmi US Trade

way for approach. In

that context, lmlm 5 budget lummm
ind

porate taxcuts. Tux Cuts rate tax rates, the
and Jobs Act l'l\ SJA)of 2017 was In US'lack of llll('l\!l does not stall Iulhv\ art efforts n( «umlrﬁ‘sllkﬁ I deesc u.lnlll\unulmmch
tonded 10 kickstart the US economy mwm masde so 'nr dia 1l
But the outcome is debatable. [n ano- ll dt Opx of by ¥ tar un spe- The teriser is assoc e professor Nosional

ther attempt to bolster

Trump hias indicated a tax cut. This

o Ameriean MNCa. There'sa possi

cifted products,
AsTrump pats America first’, coun-

Instituseof Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFT)

ester became ‘Cottonopo-
1, the enduring myth that
obscu-

ressla

very’s
role In

of documenting the
clty's Hnks to the transat-
lantic slave trade.
In the second eplsode, The

His Bite is Worse Than His Bark

I

w Nato. again,
Thks bite s been worse than his bark,
He has transformed world politics

and economics so drastically that
many analysts can scarcely believe
whit they are seeing. Trump isa
bully on the rampage, determined to

for the US. He s certainly
right In saying that Europe has not
contributed enough to Nato spend-
ing. But joinkng hands with Putin ks
nasortol alternative.
Trump is soerratic and volatile that
nobody knows what e will do next,

duce pork. It will import from Latin
Ameriea Instend.

Eurape is also incensed by Trump's
humiliation of Nato and will not keel
over quietly It will retaliate with tar
167 o will not roll back taxes Trump
dislikes, such as VAT and taxes on the

Swaminathan § hammerall others intosubmission  areven what exactly he wants, Hosays — revenue of tech glants.
Anklesaria M without even affering them thecour- — he wants to Make America Great Ag He was elected partly because of
. . E——— tesy of aconsultation. He loves to aln, but his actions ensure the oppo- high inflation under Joe Biden. But
show his muscle by and  site. What i in ?m))uud’ mlsmumnﬂs and expelling cheap
With a Revelation r—— Lo e
o, “\dn J $| \u:r on import ls!hvm L k:u:l :\llk:w . il mothexd in his midness, ur‘v]u' Mll ox on, US lm;:‘m-si;vswm m;l n-mnulln
NITI Aayo ‘member rmani sharpman, Canada exioo, b Vi e ol lmp- investing heavily in steel and alumi
week, he I:umuy ob:ﬂw,:‘d}'lb and 'l:m‘ are two 'm’l.‘:; ol and postponed action fora numl\ great dividends and W;kn- Amr-v e lnusible, Some umrhrnm Trump  nium because not even tariffsof 25%
) Trump proposed a 10% tariff on Chi Great Again? The will offset th of US laboawr
the same coin. If you hlvu skill, then it by to the 80% hehad | veryopposite s AM ISPE AK \ an mﬁu-r era andelectricity Such investments are
getajob. T " Wow. Yes. in the elec oRmy i S unm\»llkn»h w Q \«hm umu |~rm nuukumhmwu-rmumrﬁl‘(mlhmn
Who would have besides everyone. veterans concl that Trumpwas  Treating P ded the and Trump will be president for only
od. thunk? Well, Loty all bark miwd no bite. anally nml E world pmw 'nn» four years,

Journey through what may now seem blindingly evident
with our aam aadmiof cholce, Jatin. Once upona time, Ja-
tin thought a degree in Procrastination Arts would land
him his dream job. Spoller alert: it did not. Jatin was left
contemplating why he wasn't the next Satya Nadella.

But one fiteful day, our Gen Dem Div (ds divi

Alas, what lusions. On Morsday,
Trump went ahead with 25% tariffs
on his neighbours, and rised his
tariffs on China to20%. He proved
that his bite was worse than his bark,

Dittoon the geopolitical soene. Dur

Mdmﬂmulkﬂh hrmmlvn mullly

mi-
ul aquick peace in Ukrakne, After

wwnhhch«wypm.l-mnwwhb

; he initially did noth-
Ing drastic. Thea, after a 80-min talk
with Viadimir Putin, he declared they

li likea hot butter. ‘:mwmlm had agreed ona peace deal, and that
iob. ™
when
(nllmllm Axnulmlw Mtkmlmm‘i
:ﬂh e you It's Iik Nato's phil and §
right? So, folks, if yo- Inthe UN, )muummﬂup\\llhksmm
u’mowrlndmht.]lmulm\hrlkm: Jobs, Now, go forth and China against Europe on Ukral
ithout the right skills e He trested Volodymyr Zelenskyy

mdmltlmhumu\mmmmmm'-

w ith contempt dunnu thelr White

And, by skills, one is not counting impressive abilities like

bur madly

nskyy
out when he l"ﬂlﬁl‘ﬂ o becowed. An
enraged, vindictive Trump has now
suspended military akd to Ukraine

litical logie, He cannot \lu)w Ameri
ca Great Again by foreing Ukraine to
submit to Russin. Hecannot break
old economic and political bonds
‘with Europe without serfous conse:

Wall Street of wolves

‘would imply the US dominates the
Americas, Russia dominates Europe,
and China dominates Asia, This
sounds too bizarre to be true. Any-
warg Russla is far too weak to domina:
teall Europe, or China to dominate
all Asia. What wesce s madness
without methexd

T'he Initial recelved wisdom was that
countries should attempt to mollify
Trumpand avold a trade war: But he
hast brutish and offenst

In sum, Trump's actions will slow
world trade and GDP. The worst case
seenario will be the bursting of the
USstock market bubble. The US mar-
ket s highly overvalued by historical
stundards. Its price book ratio, cye
lically adjusted, 15 5.2 against L8 in
Japan, L6 in Britain, 13 n China axl
10 In South Kovea. That indicates
ow far bt can

lNlnnI anti«]um |mu1u-hlu|w

Success, she
trivels to Jamajca to locate
former sugar plantation
‘Succoss’, once co-owned by
Guardian funder George
Philips. She also visits Mou
nt Gurney Chureh, where
enslaved people from Suc-
coss onee worshipy

Other episodes take lis-
teners from Manchester to
Jamaica, the US, Nigeria
and Brazil — tracing the
fullarcof the skave trade
before returning to Britain,
History lingers. Sodoes its

ning.

TariffsGeta
New Sheriff

Apropos ‘Make Tride Cool Aga-
In' by Ruchir Agarwal and Pra

vin Krishna (Mar 4), by announ
clngg that 25% taxes on Imports

from Canada and Mexico would
come intoeffect on Tuesday Do
nadd Trumgp has put global mar
kets on edige and set the stage for
adevastating trade war With co-
untries determined to responed

u-lhn tariffs imposed by the Tru

hat even thmid Canacla ks now up In
arms. State prember Doug Ford of
Ontaro has threatened to cut off
electricity supplies tothe US ‘witha
sekle on my fisce’. Mexico and China
are also going to retalkate. China can
tanget US agricultural products that
will it Trump In the midwest states
where he typheally wins easily China
Isamajor importer of foed grains,
notably soybeans and makz, o pro-

dml If lhhm‘ulmnlhllh\Iln'u-
could bea serious roat. Will this
persuade Trump to reverse course?
Very unlikely — hisego will not
permit retreat.

with thelr

own import taxes, it could furth-

erescalate the tensions and inc-

Ceonomie pain points.

Th tiriffs huve been increased

Inthe garbof addressing ilegal
N

In whikch case, we must be prog
for amajor crash in US nwkmuuu
will hitall countries, including India
This ks fiar from cortain but ksdefini
tely possible. The future books dark. It
Isdimcult to see a stiver lining

wg tradfick:
g still, there's a possibility that
tariffs will be short-lived if the

US economy suffers.

M Jeyaram

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu
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Raising awareness
on rare diseases for
early intervention

clence

laciers pulverised Earth’s
ancient rocks: Expert

CHRIS KIRKLAND

magine floating in space, gazing

at a frozen white orb. The ball

hangs in the void, lonely and

gleaming in the light from its
star, From the pole to the equator,
the sphere is covered in a thick
crust of ice. In orbit around the
white planet is a single cratered
moon.

You are gazing at Earth in the
Cryogenian period, 700 million
years ago. This is about three times
as long ago as the earliest dinosaurs
roamed - but still not long in the
scheme of Earth’s mind-bending
4.5 billion years of history.

During the Cryogenian, our
planet was plunged into a series of
deep freezes when enormous gla-
ciers flowed across the globe.

In new research published in
Geology, we show that these crush-
ing rivers of ice, sometimes kilome-
tres deep, pulverised the planet’s
rocky surface like enormous bull-
dozers. When the ice evemua]ly
thawed, the g d

though scientists have proposed a
range of possibilities. One key may
have been a significant decline in
atmospheric greenhouse gases,
particularly carbon dioxide (CO).
The CO, levels in the atmos-
phere may have fallen because of
increased weathering of rocks situ-
ated on a large tropical continent
that existed at the time. When con-
tinents are positioned in tropical
regions, warm, moist conditions

created during this abrupt climate
change, as the chemistry of the
oceans responded to the new con-
ditions. The surge of nutrients may
have contributed to a cascade of
biological changes, possibly setting
the stage for the rise of complex
life.

Many scientists have consid-
ered the idea that changing atmos-
pheric conditions on the thawing
of Snowball Earth led to changes in

pulling CO, out of the atmosphere,
and locking it away in carbonate
minerals.

Tectonic activity dunnithe
breakup of continents that hap-
pened during this period may have
also played a part. It could have cre-
ated conditions such as shallow
seas, leading to more removal of
€O, from the air.

As ice sheets advanced toward
the tropics, they reflected more
sunlight back into space, leading to
further cooling.

washed into the oceans whﬂe they
may have provided the nutrients
needed for the evolution of com-
plexlife.

Into the fridge

According to the Snowball
Earth hypothesis, Earth underwent
at least two extreme global glacia-
tions during the Cryogenian.
Traces of these events can be seen
across the globe in sedimentary
rocks formed under glacial condi-
tions, strongly suggesting that ice
spread from the poles to reach the
equatorial region.

Nobody is sure exactly what
triggered these deep freeze events,

vball Earth end?

Volcanic activity may have
played a crucial role in ending
these ice ages. As glaciers covered
the planet, interactions between
Earth’s crust, oceans and atmos-
phere slowed dramatically. As a
result, when volcanic eruptions
injected CO, into the atmosphere,
it would not have been re-, rbed
but rather accumulated over mil-
lions of years.

These high levels of CO, creat-
ed a runaway greenhouse effect,
warming the planet and eventually
melting the ice. The resulting thaw
caused rapid sea level rise and an
influx of nutrients into the oceans.

Distinct rock formations were

ocean ch y. In our new
research, we found that material
scraped off the continents during
the thaw may also have played a
role.

Wmmmm

power hose

We studied sections of rock,
from older to younger, through the
snowball period to melt down. By
doing this, we built up a picture of
what the glaciers and the subse-
quent river systems were doing to
the crust of our planet.

We explored minerals with
these sequences of rock and found
consistent distinctive changes dur-
ing periods of time when snowball
events started and also when thaw-
ing occurred.

Snowball Earth events were
associated with a pronounced
increase in older, deeper crust
being exposed and ground down
under kilometres of ice.

As the glaciers retreated dur-
ing thaw periods, massive outflows
of melt water transported mineral
grains that had been trapped
stabilised under the ice. Once

sed to liquid water, fragile
minerals dissolved, releasing
chemicals.

This process - like the changes

in the atmosphere - would have
changed the chemistry of the
oceans. The glacial retreat helped
shape the distribution of elements
critical to ocean ecosystems,

Lessons from the past

The timescales of Earth's nat-
ural processes are important to
keep in mind. Over thousands, mil-
lions and billions of years, process-
es such as plate tectonics, erosion,
and atmospheric cycles will con-
tinue to shape the planet’s future.

On shorter timescales, howey-
er, human activities have become
the dominant force driving climate
change.
While Earth itself will endure,
the survival of complex human
societies depends on our actions
today. We are passengers on an
extraordinary 'spaceship Earth’, a
planet that recycles its chemical
building blocks through dynamic
geochemical cycles, using matter
originally forged in ancient stars.

These processes regulate
Earth's surface and sustain life,
even as our planet's fate is tied to
the evolution of the Sun and the
cosmos. Humanity, unlﬂz‘ely
among Earth's species, has
oped the tools and systems to mit-
igate existential threats such as cli-
mate change, famine, war and even
asteroid impacts, yet the effective
use of these capabilities remains in
our hands.

The deep past provides a
guide on how chemical cycles on
our planet operate. Whether we
will be wise enough to use this
information is yet to be seen.

The writer & professar of Geochronology,
articie was

Curtin University. This art!
publshed on www.thecanversation com

ASHOK CHATTERJEE

any patients with rare
diseases struggle to

cations in surgeries have come
down drastically with the
advancement of technology and
specialised training. With robotics
tech-

find speci care,
and the lack of aware-

niques, we can do long 8-9-hour
ies without much hassle. A

and the general ,mHiﬂ. lot of in eastern India
the issue. gap use but it
lackofk vled, d ins i ible to the
manynon-govemmentsareworking  majority of patients because of
1o raise awareness, support patients,  high costs.”

and push for policy changes to
improve thelives of those affected
by rare diseases.

The Organisation of Rare
Disease India and Rare Warrior of
Bengal Association has done sev-
eral awareness programmes with
Kolkata Munlclpal ('mpuulmn
and even

There are now a lot of gov-
ernment and non-government
schemes for economically weaker
sections of patients. Also, the
demand versus availability gap is
huge, feels Dr Basu.

Dr Amitava Biswas, a mem-
ber of the advisory board, SRF
said in the last five

called 'Kalyan Mru am Yojana'.
The civic body is also involving
trained ASHA workers to conduct
a survey through a questionnaire
that would help them understand
if the family is at risk. At-risk fam-
ilies will be asked to visit the
nodal centre for further evalua-
tion. It is being thought that diag-
nostics would be fine through
crowdfunding. This thought is to
end the diagnostic odyssey for
rare diseases and a step forward
for early intervention.

years has gone up a lot. " arrived
in Kolkata in 2012, and since then,
there has been significant aware-
ness. Earlier, people would get
nervous when surgery was sug-
gested to them. Not any more, as
they have seen others get operat-
ed on for spine problems and get
cured. This has alleviated their
apprehensions. Eastern India is
now turning into a subspecialty
on the spine as we have a better
understanding of the subject,”
said Dr Biswas.

The Spine Research Founda- Due to the funding from SRF,
tion (SRF) is another organisation  patients like Atiqua Noor and Ina
dedicated to enhancing the qual-  are getting uninterrupted treatment
ity of life for indi-  andother and their parents

viduals suffering from spinal dis-
orders. It is trying to raise aware-
ness and share insights on ado-
lescent idiopathic scoliosis. The
NGO has nlreudy mmpleled over

consider themselves lucky to get
the help.

:\llqun Noor is an 11-year-old
from Topsia, studying in Class IV.
She hns had spine scollasus When
with the dis-

ln 1uper<upedallly !mhllng and
research programmes for aspiring
spine surgeons.

Dr Saumyajit Basu, manag-
ing trustee of Spine Research
Foundation said the organisation
has trained technicians as well as
junior doctors as training is an
integral part of SRF as treatment
requires skills in both bone and
nerve surgeries. He stated, "We
have speciality training pro-
grammes for spine surgery for
two years. [t is a very competitive
test, and even the exit exam is
very tough. Out of 50 seats in
India, four are managed by our
institution. We have programmes
for physiotherapists and techni-
cians. We have funding on edu-
cation and research-based edu-
cation."

Counting on the positives of
developments in the last few
years in treating patients with rare
diseases, Dr Basu said, "Compli-

Spine
Found

) 1=0
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ease nl a younger age, the treat-
ment costs proved too much for
her father Muhammad Noor
Alam, who drives a cab.

“She was first given treat-
ment when she was just five, and
until now, she has been operated
on thrice. Around Rs 30-35 lakhs
has been spent on her operations.
The amount is too big for me. |
only could pitch in with a very
small amount, the rest of the cost
was bome by the SRF. As a result,
she can walk on her own. Though
her right leg is a little weak, the
doctors have said that she will get
normal as she grows up,” said Mr
Alam.

Ina from Kalimpong is
another beneficiary. In her early
teens, Ina goes to school after
having 14 operations done on her.
Her father, who runs a grocery
shop, too felt it was impossible to
get treatment for them without
the financial help.

g
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The biophilic revolution: Green arch. brings nature back

in experiencing elements of the nat-
ural environment which are intro-

dinto buil

it d. oft 1
lowing u|') green spaces in
favour of towering sky-

crapers and sprawling
roads, it feels as though the natural
environment is becoming a ra‘le

for human habitation and activi-
ties.

A notable example of biophilic
design in India can be found at the
Infosys Pune campus, a model of

and distant factor, 1|

evident and measurable degradation
inhumanlife and wellness. However,

green that
nature in every aspect of its design.
Spread across 275 acres, the cam-

ing a concept known as ‘biophilic
design’ inanattempt to reverse this
phenomenon. Biophila, simply
translated as ‘'love or affinity for
nature’, has been integrated into a
design movement that focuses on
reconnecting people to nature by
0 int

pus green roofs, water
bodies, and lush gardens that fos-

ter a sense of mental tranquillity as
well as physical well-being for the
employees. The emphasis on nat-
ural light, with expansive glass
facades, not only makes the build-
ings feel more open and connected
to the d but also reduces

our built environments. This
ap , known as biophilic design,
is proven to not only help improve
humanwell-being butalso address
environmental challenges like climate
change and urban heat islands. Bio-
philic design engages some or all of
the human pl senses, be

the need for artificial lighting, con-
tributing to energy efficiency. The
surrounding gardens and water
features create a peaceful oasis,
offering spaces for relaxation and
reducing the stress often associat-
ed with urban work environments.

of harvest-

it sight, sound, smell, or the tactile,

.« IR 1@

ing and sustainable water manage-

ment systems lends itself to the
creation of biophilic spaces while
further underscoring the commit-
ment to environmentally friendly
practices.

But biophilic design goes
beyond just incorporating greenery
into the buildings. It is about craft-
ing spaces where natural elements
are seamlessly woven into the very
structure and function of the envi-
ronment. In the case of Infosys
Pune, the integration of natural
materials like wood and stone cre-
ates a warm, inviting atmosphere

need for artificial lighting, creating
a healthier environment while also
reducing energy consumption. Nat-
ural light not only makes spaces feel
more open and inviting but has
been shown to improve mood and
productivity, making it an essential
element of biophilic design.

Water features are another
hallmark of biophilic design. The
large ponds and water bodies incor-
porated within biophilic designs are

philic design as a mere green wash-
ing of built spaces, it has been
proven that even a limited increase
in proximity to nature can have
exponential effects on human
wellness.

Biophilic design is not limited
to individual buildings; it also
extends to urban planning. As
cities become more densely pop-
ulated, urban heat islands—areas
that are significantly hotter than

ding rural areas due to

phy reflects a growing
that our relationship with nature is
critical, not just to stall a possible
climate disaster globally, but for
our immediate physical and men-
tal health, too. Empirical studies
have consistently demonstrated
evidence that exposure to natural
elements in our daily lives can
reduce stress, enhance creativity,
improve overall well-being, and
even increase productivity.

One of the key tenets of bio-
philic design is the use of natural
light. By plnclns windows strategi-

that fosters & deeper

cally and open spaces

with nature. This design philoso-

within buildings, minimises the

not only hetically pleasing but
serve a functional purpose as pun
of the stormwater management sys.

tem. These water bodies help miu
gate the effects of heavy rainfall and
flooding, making the place more
resilient to the impacts of climate
change. Additionally, they create an
overall sense of calm, which is
proven to enhance the well-being
of those who work/reside in such
spaces. While the presence of water

human activity—are becoming a
growing concemn. By incorporating
green elements, such as rooftop
gardens, permeable pavements,
and public {)arku urban design can
deliver cool cities, reduce air pal-

lution, and improve stormwater
management. This shift toward
nature-centric urban spaces is
essential for enhancing all-round-
ing sustainability i.e. human,
soclo- ic as well as environ-

in any space
by cooling the air around; the ugm
and sound of water are said to reju-

venate the mind. Contrary to a pop-
ular critique that condemns bio-

mental.

The writer ks principal, VES College of
Acchitecture
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Nationalisation of Goa

How can Goa evolve while preserving the very essence that
has defined it for centuries?

)
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Let the beauty of what you love be what you do.
Rumi
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Some ethics in
a sea of political
corruption

n a political landscape marred by corruption and misconduct,
the recent resignation of Maharashtra Minister Dhananjay
Munde marks an important moment of accountability. Munde
stepped down on Tuesday succumbing to mounting pressure af-
ter his aide, Walmik Karad, was implicated as the mastermind
behind the shocking murder of Sarpanch Santosh Deshmukh for
attempting to thwart an extortion bid. In an era where most senior
politicians cling to their positions despite criminal charges, Munde's
decision sparks a crucial discourse on political morality and integrity.

The resignation should be welcomed as a reference point of ethical
leadership in an age where many in positions of power show defiant
reluctance to step back, even when beset with formidable legal chal-
lenges.

Goa is no exception to this trend, a state grappling with the highest
percentage of legislators facing serious criminal charges. With 40%
of its MLAs tarnished by criminal records — some facing grave allega-
tions like rape and murder — Goa stands as a testament to the urgent
need for moral recalibration in politics, Unlike Munde, who voluntar-
ily relinquished his office in light of ethical concerns, many Goan pol-
iticians have exhibited remarkable tenacity in their quest to remain in
power, regardless of the potential repercussions of their actions, and
instead justified their positions with statements like “innocent until
proven guilty”,

Prominent figures such as Transport Minister Mauvin Godinho
and Revenue Minister Atanasio Monserrate, both embroiled in seri-
ous cases, illustrate that power supersedes all, Their steadfastness
in retaining office despite charges of serious crimes raises a critical
question: Does holding public office necessitate stepping down when
moral lapses or legal troubles arise? For Goa, political morality seems
distorted, with the nexus b power and i ity flourishing at
the expense of accountability. Political leaders should prioritize the
public's welfare and the moral implications of their actions over their
thirst for power,

Munde's resignation, albeit delayed, serves as an essential re-
minder that leadership transcends mere titles and responsibilities;
it is rooted in ethics and the ability to act honourably, even amidst
overwhelming pressure, The contrast between Munde's resignation
and the ongoing defiance of Goa's marred politicians highlights an
urgent need for reformed political norms in our democratic frame-
work. Leaders entrenched in corruption should face public scrutiny,
engaging with the growing clamour for integrity and responsibility
in governance. As citizens, we must demand more from our political
representatives, Pressure should be mounted not only on those ac-
cused of crimes but also on those who choose to maintain the status
quo, particularly when discernible moral lapses are at stake,

The Supreme Court has time and again taken a stern view of tainted
individuals taking the political arena, Earlier this year the top court
said that it is high time that the citizens of the country get a clean In-
dia, which means clean politics as well, Justice Pankaj Mithal said it
was also necessary that people with tainted images, especially those
who are in custody or under trial be restricted in the electoral process,

Munde's resignation illuminates a path of political morality that is
sorely lacking elsewhere and should serve as an example to encour-
age more leaders to act with integrity and accountability, It is time
for Indian politics to reflect on the true tenets of leadership and set
a precedent of integrity that echoes through the corridors of power,

OPEN SPACE »» -

Disconnection between Power
dept and service providers

ome days back there was a flurry of activity in Panaji when shockingly
the Electricity Department (ED) went wild by removing the overhanging
‘and bunched cables from concrete poles, Thse cables, of several internet
service providers and cable TV were h the ED's mai
work. Cables were severed presumably because the service providers had for
3 years either used the poles illegally, had no permission or not paid the dues
running into crores of rupees,
The Executive Engineer, who had initiated the action, might have got a silent
approval from the authorities to carry out the work else it Is impossible to do
what he did, Later he was cut to size, his powers were clipped and assigned
different duties.
Cable cutting resulted in the slowing or death of internet services and to an
uproar by citizens, service providers and establishments (homes, banks, post
offices, govt departments etc). The High Court judges have asked the service
providers to fall in line with the rules of the ED and to pay 20% of the arrears for
the period between 2021 and Dec 2024, A positive fallout of the *harsh” action
by the ED is that now the govt has mandated the service providers to register
on the national Gati Shakti Sanchar portal, and pay the fees for using the poles.

SRIDHAR D'IVER, Coronuolemy
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»The writer

Is a Doctoral
Researcher working
under the Alllance
of European
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varius Academic
Conferences,

ADV MOSES PINTO

oa has always stood at the cross-

roads of history, balancing tradi-

tion with change, local goverance
with national imperatives, and develop-
ment with ecological responsibility,

However, recent events—from the
forced relocation of a 200-year-old ban-
yan tree in Porvorim to the rapid central-
isation of Goa's criminal justice system
and the monopolisation of its tourism
sector—reflect a growing disconnect be-
tween Goa's unique identity and the gov-
ernance model being imposed upon it.

As national prorities increasingly
shape local policies, the State’s character
Is undergoing & transformation that risks
eroding its cultural integrity, environmen-
tal equilibrium, and democratic ethos,

While evolution is inevitable, this evo-
lution must be organic, rooted in Goa's
historical resilience rather than dictated
by a homogenised vision of national de-
velopment, The NH-66 six-laning project
epitomises the uncompromising march
of infrastructural nationalism.

The High Court’s approval for relo-
cating the banyan tree and partially de-
molishing the boundary wall of the Dev
Khapreshwar temple was framed as a
necessity hu modemisation, Yet, the lo-
cal fon, protests, and d
tell a different story—one of discontent
over the disregard for cultural and en-
has developed through consensus, not
imposition. Infrastructure should serve
communities, not merely facilitate the
swift movement of goods and people.

The current model of development,
which privileges large-scale national
projects over local ecological and cultur-
al preservation, stands in stark contrast
to the sustainable and inclusive vision
that Goa has long upheld.

The environmental consequences of
such projects—from deforestation to
rising coastal erosion due to unchecked
construction—highlight the need for a
more balanced approach. Modernisation
cannot come at the expense of the very
landscape that makes Goa unique,

The recent directive from the Un-
ion Home Ministry for Goa to become a
“model state” for the implementation of
India’s new criminal laws is yet another
indicator of how govemance in Goa is
becoming increasingly dictated by na-
tional mandates rather than local needs,

The expectation that Goa achieves
@ 90% conviction rate for crimes with
puni:hmenu meedln( seven yurs

sence that has defined it for centuries?
Modernisation should respect
Goa's traditions, not dismantle them,

could i
approach at the cnﬂ of fair trials and
due process.

« The mandatory registration of In-
vestigation Officers on the e-Sakshya
platform and the push for 100% foren-
sic sample testing prioritise eficiency
over nuance, ignoring the realities of
local law enforcement capacity.

f .

Inf projects must i
local environmental concemns, cultural
heritage, and community consensus,

- Legal reforms must be adapted to
Goa's unique socio-legal framework,
Criminal law enforcement should pri-
oritise justice over quotas and central-
ised control,

- Tourism policies should empower

- The lor
dent of Police-level approval before
registering cases related to organised
crime, terrorism, and mob lynching
could bureaucratise and politicise law
enforcement rather than improve jus-
tice delivery,

While criminal law reform is essen-
tial, its implementation must reflect
regional realities rather than serve as
@ national experiment in governance
centralisation,

is Goa's
more visible than in its tourism sec-
tor, where the term “Delhification™
has emerged to describe the monop-
olisation and pricing-out of Goa's
once-thriving hospitality industry.

- Rising costs have made Goa less

than foreign

local b and promote sustain-
able models rather than monopolise
resources for large-scale corporate in-
terests.

Goa's strength has always been its
ability to adapt without losing itself.

Its history of resilience, from Portu-
guese rule to post-liberation govern-
ance, is a testament to its ability to
navigate change while holding onto its
core values, The challenge today is not
whether Goa should modernise, but
how it should do so on its own terms—
honouring its past, protecting its pres-
ent, and shaping its future,

The preservation of Goa's identity is
not a resistance to progress; it is a call
for a more thoughtful and inclusive
evolution, If Goa must stand as a mod-
¢l for let it be a model for

such as Thailand or Sri Lanka.

- Taxi and resort monopolies—pro-
tected under weak regulatory frame-
works—have replaced a fair and de-
centralised tourism economy with

development that harmonises tradi-
tion with transformation, not one that
erases it in favour of a singular nation-
alistic vision. The path ahead for Goa
lies in fostering sustainable progress
that respects its cultural and ecolog-
ical heritage while embracing neces-
sary reforms, Governance must adopt a
consultative approach, ensuring local
voices shape policy decisions rather
than

Infrastructure expansion should be

As national M‘ exploitative pricing practices.
orities increas- - The state government’s shift to-
M wards high-end tourism, favouring
w luxury resorts and large-scale com-
mercial interests, has alienated both
the State’s budget lers and local b
character is Goa's tourism model has always
M a thrived on diversity— back-
packers, domestic families, and inter-
transforma- national visitors alike. The move to-
tion that risks wards high-spending exclusivity risks
eroding its cul- erasing this balance in favour of a cor-
tural lm poratised and unsustainable tourism
model that benefits a select few.
environmental The increased nationalisation of
equilibrium, Goa's govemance-whether in law en-
and democratic forcement, infrastructure, or tourism—
ethos raises a fundamental question: How can

Goa evolve while preserving the very es-

conscious, legal re-
forms must align with Goa’s socio-le-
gal framework, and tourism policies
should empower local businesses over
monopolistic ventures,

Goa's resilience lies in its ability to
adapt without erasure, modemnising
without compromising its identity, The
way forward must prioritise inclusive
growth, where development and tradi-
tion coexist harmoniously, preserving
Goa's essence for generations to come,

THE INBOX »»

roadworks during
hours?

The Goa govemment often promotes itself
as delivering good governance, but in
reality, that is not always the case. Public
convenience does not seem to be a prior-
Ity, Take roadworks, for example. Why are
they carried out during peak hours instead
of late at night or early in the morming?
This causes unnecessary inconvenience
to the public, It seems like local MLAs,
ministers, and the govemment want to

P (at
expense) by ensuring these works are
done when people can see them, The Goa
govemment should learn from progressive
cities and countries, where such works
are managed with public convenience and
safety as top priorities.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colvg

Online registration in govt
hospitals for senior citizens
The Goa Medical College and Hospital,
has ol p
dedicated queue exclusively for senior cit-
izens, mainly to ease the challenges faced
by them during the registration process.
Additionally, it is leamt that a separate
counter has also been set up to give pref-
erence to senior citizens holding a priority
card for the Outpatient Department (OPD).
A Public Relations Officer (PRO) will
reportedly be present to guide senior cit-
izens to their respective OPDs for check-
ups and necessary investi xélons These
facilities need to be provided not only at
GMC but should also be made available
at govemment hospitals across the State
since senlor citizens visit other govern-
ment hospitals as well, As per statistics,
elderly citizens now constitute half of the
hospital inpatient population,
Elderly persons may have multiple health
Issues, could be malnourished, and may
have impairments, These older adults are

Explaining hot and humid temperature in Goa

Although summer is just around the comer, Goa has already

ed

hot and y humid weather,

with the mercury reaching 32.6 degrees Celsius on 16th February,
Thereafter, by and large, the maximum temperatures have been
around 35 to 36 degrees Celsius, b ona lik
condition, causing distress to the people, It is known that on

the 3rd of January every year, the Earth Is closest to the Sun, and
since the orbit of the Earth around the Sun is elliptical, this close-
ness explains why the lampemwe is Mlh

Another significant
fact that the emiss|

are rising. Yesterday, a second accident
near Mahalaxmi Temple at 10:20 am saw
delayed police response—45 minutes,
without an alcohol test, Police focus

on compromises instead of recording
Incidents for road safety improvements,
Tourlsls freely drink, drive, and escape

the high is the

gases by i 15

lakh four-wheelers on the roads s also leading toa rise in tem-
perature, it is known that one litre of petrol emits 2.3 kilograms
of carbon dioxide, and at the least, if we consider that only 10
percent of the vehicles are in operation at any given time, then a
minimum of 3.45 lakh kilograms of carbon dioxide, which traps
the heat of the Sun, is contributing to a great extent to the rise in

temperatures,

Additionalty, the emissions from at least 14 lakh two-wheelers in
Goa are further contributing to the rise in mercury levels, Being
a coastal state, Goa experiences excess evaporation due to high
temperatures, leading to an increase in humidity.

STEPHEN DIAS, Dona Foule

at great risk of suffering hospital-assod-
ated discomforts, Be that as it may, ata
time when Information Technology (1T) is
being used extensively in numerous as-
pects of the healthcare delivery system,
why not introduce a system wherein
senior citizens can register online at
govemment hospitals from the comfort

of their homes instead of having to wait Send your

in line, even if it is a dedicated queue? letters to us
Senior citizens can upload thelr Senior ateditor@
Citizen card while booking an appoint-

ment online at a hospital. Lett t
ADELMO FERNANDES, }i1sc0 be 150-200
Stop the chaos: Ban rented s Loy
cars for imesponsible tourists write’s neme
Accidents involving rented cars in Goa and location

es, All accidents, big or
smnll. must be documented, includ-
Ing cases of drunk driving, missing
signboards, and poor road conditions.
If drinking is allowed, young tourists
should be banned from renting cars.
They should use taxis for safety. The gov-
emment must act—enough is enough.
CM Pramod Sawant, let's make Goa
India's safest state with strict road safety
measures and transparent records.

GREGORY EDSOUZA, Siofim

Rachol - A neglected
centre for learning

Rachol was once a well-known centre

for leaming and promoting humanity,
besides being a place of worship in
South Goa, similar to Pilar in the North,
However, while Pilar has developed and
maintained its importance as a religious
destination with good connectivity to ma-
jor cities, Rachol has been left behind,
Rachol was once a fortress, and its
history is still visible in the grand stone
entrance gate, However, no traces of the
surounding walls remain, This beautiful-
ly planned location has suffered neglect
due to poor infrastructure and lack of
proper connectivity. As a result, religious
events are mostly limited to locals, and it
has not grown into a popular destination
like Pilar, With the right efforts, Rachol
can regain its significance without losing
Its rich heritage. If the local MLA takes the
lead, along with the support of the com-
munity, this historic place can be revived
and restored to its former glory, securing
a prominent place on the map of Goa,

BHALCHANDRA VS PRIOLKAR, Margao
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Language Politics

amil Nadu's political landscape is once again domi-
nated by a familiar debate - Hindi imposition. Chiefl
Minister MK. Stalin has revived the decades-old re-
sistance against the language, making it a central theme
ahead of next year's assembly elections. His party, the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), has historically position-
ed itself as the guardian of Tamil identity, and this contro-
Ve plays directly into its hands. The Centre's actions,
however, raise questions. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has been trying to gain a foothold in Tamil Nadu, with its
state president K. Annamalai emerging as a vocal opposi-
lmn leader. Yet, by in a public conf; fon over
g , the BJP risks T'amil voters further. The
decision to withhold Samagra Shiksha funds due to non-
implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP)
only strengthens the DMK’s narrative of Delhi suppressing
Tamil Nadu's interests. The irony is that the three-langu-
age formula is not a BJP creation - it dates back to the po-
licies of Indira and Rajiv Gandhi. NEP 2020 does not even
mandate Hindi as the third language. Tamil Nadu could
opt for Kannada, Telugu, or any Indian | Yet, Mr

agacity~11

Till the Second World wWar, the discipline of economics was taught as political
economy and the economists were basically political economists. Political
science and economics have been twin sisters and were being taught together
inuniversities all over the world including India. Development of the economics
discipline radically changed in the post-WWIl scenario when attempts were
made to make economics more mathematical with the introduction of
mathematical and statistical tools to explain economic phenomena and theories
synchronizing with human psychology, sociology and demography

mong modern econo-
mists, the person who
completely revolution-
zed economic thinking
and practice during the Great
Depression of 1930s had been
John Maynard Keynes whose
unconventional ideas contained
in his book, The General Theory
of Employment, Interest and
Money, brought new hopes of

Stalin's thetoric frames it as a direct assault on Tamil id
tity, g that | politics a potent elec-
toral tool, lluvuml the political theatrics, the real concern
is the state of education in Tamil Nadu. The Annual Status
of Education Report (ASER) 2024 presents troubling data
= only 12 per cent of third-grade students can read a seco-
nd-grade Tamil text. By eighth grade, a third of students
still struggle with basic Tamil reading skills, While Mr Stalin
positions himself as the protector of the Tamil language,
these statistics indicate that his government is failing to
ensure Tamil literacy among young students. Instead of
only opposing Hindi, the state government should priori-
tise improving Tamil literacy first. Stronger foundational
education in Tamil will empower students, regardless of
the languages they choose to learn later. The economic
reality of India demands multilingualism. Tamil Nadu's
entrepreneurs, engineers, and professionals increasingly
interact with Hindi-speaking counterparts in business and
employment. Tech nlruprunuur Sridhar Vembu recently
ointed out that not & ndi is a disad for
amil Nadu's workforce. “hﬁc m\nlinglﬂndl Impmhhm
is valid, denying students the option to leam it - if they
choose ~ could limit their o&)pununitk-s. The BIP, oo, must
reconsider its approach. Ifit truly believes in linguistic In-
clusivity, it should imy the Kothari C issi
recommendation - introducing Tamil and other mulhun
languages in Hindi-speaking states. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has promoted cultural exchanges like the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, but real inclusivity requires policy ac-
tion, not just symbolism. As Tamil Nadu heads toward
clections, the Hindi debate will remain politically useful
for both Mr Stalin and the BJP. Yet, the people of Tamil
Nadu deserve more than just symbolic battles. A focus on
\lrungllwnh\g Tamil education, ul\ilc also giving students
the freedom to learn additi would serve
them far better than another cycle of pollllunl posturing.

Nepal Policy

war-ravaged
economies. Keynes has been
one of the greats, if not the grea-
test, of all the modern econo-
mists who have had a lasting
influence in the world economy.

Keynes was the prime mov-
er and guiding light for the Bret-
ton Woods Conference which
led to the creation of the twin
world institutions of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (The World Bank).

Keynes opened new fron-
tiers of macroeconomics, espe-
cially Public Finance, and his
ideas were translated into eco-
nomic strategy and policy for-
mulation for many govern-
ments, His economic theories
and ideas are known a Keyne-
slan economics or Keynesian-
ism. His macroeconomic theo-
ries also came into action during
the world economic crisis in
2007-2008.

Keynes had a chequered
career as a mathematician, phil-
osopher, civil servant, adminis-
trator, negotiator, diplomat,
economics teacher and an eco-
nomic The I

and Lyndon B Johnson and also
as a consultant to the United
States Treasury.

In their citation, the Royal
Swedish Academy stated Samu-
elson "has done more than any
other contemporary economist
to raise the level of scientific
analysis in economic theory,”
He received worldwide acclaim
not only for his economic mod-
els, especially in the fields of
consumption, pu-
blic finance and
welfare, but also
for his record-
breaking book,
Economics: An
Introductory Ana-
lysis (1948) which
is considered the

experience he gained from the
British Treasury and the banks
greatly helped him to formulate
successful economic policies
and strategies for the British
government.

Ironically, this genius had
been an accidental economist as
his heart lay in mathematics (he
graduated in mathematics) and
philosophy and it is Alfred Mar-
shall who forced him to take up

plex, shaped by historical, cultural, and
factors. As a landlocked nation with India on three sides
and China on the fourth, Nepal's strategic significance
cannot be overstated. However, India's approach toward
Nepal often swings between two extremes ~ either deeply
engaged, risking perceptions of interference, or completely
disengaged, allowing external players to fill the void. Neith-
erapproach serves India's long-term interests, A balanced,
pragmatic policy is the need of the hour. One of the stron-
gest yet underutilised aspects of the India-Nepal relation-
ship is their deep-rooted military connection. The tradition
of the Chiefs of Army Stafl in both countries being honor-
ary generals in each other’s armies is a unique arrangem-
ent that fosters goodwill and enhances mutual understan-
ding. This relationship should be leveraged more effec-
tively to I 4 : ties, h-.-)und i«blur»
es. The Gorkha connection, in particular, has long been a
bridge between the two nations, yet India’s Agnipath sch-
eme has created uncertainty for Nepalese Gorkhas seeking
service in the Indian Army. Addressing Nepal’s concerns
while ensuring a steady recruitment pipeline can prevent
unnecessary [riction. Border disputes, particularly over the
Kalapani region, have also been a recurring irritant. While
pulll‘cul leaders often use such disputes to rally nationalist
sentiment, ground realities suggest a more practical appro-
ach. Local communities on both sides share cultural and
economic ties, and their daily lives are rarely disrupted by
the political tensions surruundmg lmrdut d.mm h\g.lglng
in backchannel dipl and p
can help de-escalate u-n«ium and lbuild consensus. Track
2 dialogues, involving retired officials and experts, could
pave the way for formal negotiations to avoid the public
posturing that often hardens positions. India must also
s its economic with Nepal. While Nep-
al remains dependent on India for essential goods and
fuel, Chinese investments and trade have been steadily
increasing. Instead of viewing China's presence with sus-
picion, India should focus on competing more effectively.
Strengthening Nepal's economic ties with India through
better infrastructure, trade incentives, and cross-border
connectivity will naturally counter external influence, Indi-

Indlu s relationship with Nepal has always been com-

political as his princi-
pal subject at Cambridge.

Modern economists (other
than Keynes) who have made
seminal contributions to the dis-
cipline of economics include
Paul A Samuelson, Milton Fried-
man, George Stigler, Friedrick
Hayek, Garry Baker, John Hicks,
Kenneth Arrow, Joan Robinson,
] K Galbraith, Gunnar Myrdal,
Nicholas Kaldor, Joseph Schum-
peter and Amartya Sen to name
a few. Most of them had been
Nobel Prize winners.

Paul Anthony Samuelson
(1915-2009), an American of
Jewish descent from Poland
teaching at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT-1940-
2009) is considered to be the
founder of neo-Keynesian eco-
nomics and a seminal figure in
the development of neoclassical
economics.

The hook Foundations of
Economic Analysis (1946) deriv-
ed from his doctoral dissertation
had been his magnum opus.
Samuelson has had consider-
able influence on the American
economy having served in the
Councils of Economic Advisers
to President John F. Kennedy

best text book ever
written on eco-
nomics, The book,

as assistant professor of eco-
nor at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison owing to anti-
Semitic slurs (he had Jewish
roots from Ukraine) and had to
struggle hard before he could
get a faculty position in the Uni-

versity of Chicago where he tau-
ght economics for 30 years and
nurturing the Chicago School of
economics.

Friedman made a huge im-
pact on the mone-
tary policy of the
Federal Reserve as
well as on the eco-
nomic policies of
the US govern-
ment and many
other governmen-
15 of the world. He
had been an advi-
| sor to the Republi-
'l can US President

in multiple edi- Ronald Reagan

tions and reprints D and the Conserva-

(19th by 2010) was The writer Is a fermer tive British Prime

translated in 41 e o e Minister Margaret
and by | omeuasn Thatcher.

2018 it had sold
more than four
million copies ma-
king it the most
popular economics textbook of
all time.

While he considered math-
ematics as “the natural lan-
guage"” for the economists and
laid the foundation for mathe-
matical economics, in his Eco-
nomics, Samuelson used math-
ematical tools to the minimum
and only when their use was
essential.

Milton Friedman (1912-
2006) was another American
economist who was himself an
institution - the father of the
Chicago School of economics,
which produced a large number
of winners of the Nobel Memo-
rial Prize in economic sciences,

In his Capitalism and Free-
dom (1962), Friedman extolled
the philosophy of free market

with least i

of Wk e s 450 2 writer
of sevaral bosks and can be

brarmas pgmailcan

His books and
essays consider-
ably influenced a
generation of eco-
nomists, According to a survey
(2011) commissioned by EJW
(Economic Journal Watch),
Friedman was found to be the
second-most popular economist
of the 20th century after John
Maynard Keynes.

The Economist described
him “as the most influential
economist of the second half of
the twentieth century.” This wri-
ter, as a student, had the oppor-
tunity of interacting with Fried-
man during his visit to the De-
partment of Economics of Cal-
cutta University in 1963 when he
expressed, among other things,
his concern about the employ-
ment situation in the United
States - a concern which still
persists there.

No history of economics or

by the government; this led to
the popular slogan, ‘the govern-
ment has no business to be in
business.”

Initially, Friedman wanted
10 be an actuary or mathemati-
cian but the state of the econo-
my during the Depression led
him to become an economist
This five-foot-tall scholar (Elfin
Libertarian) had to leave his job

ec ists would be complete
without the mention of an extra-
ordinary lity and a paolit-

toral degree from the University
of Vienna's faculty of law), and
having worked as a professor of
economics at the University of
Czernowitz (Ukraine - 1904),
Umvorsuy of Graz (Austria -

91 Columbia University,
[U\A I)l.i 14), Harvard (USA -
1927-28, 1930), University of
Bonn (Germany ~1925-32) and
also briefly working as the
Finance Minister of Austria
(1919), he migrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1932 to become a
professor of economics at Har-
vard where he remained for the
rest of his life.

As an ‘evolutionary econo-
mist’, Schumpeter was totally
opposed to Marxism and social-
ism and believed in evolutionary
capitalism and ‘liberal capital-
ism’ brought about by innova-
tion, entrepreneurship and
“constructive destruction.”
Three of his books - The Theory
iconomic Development
34), Business Cycles (two vol-
umes - 19 39) and Capitalism,
Socialism and Democracy
(1942), especially the last one,
created waves in the economic
world and made him one of the
most influential economists of
the 20th century.

Christopher Freeman su-
mmed him up by noting “the
central point of his whole life's
work: capitalism can only be
understood as an evolutionary
process of continuous innova-
tion and ‘creative destruction’.”
Schumpeter’s ‘dynamic, chan-
ge-oriented and innovation-
based economics' distinguished
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UK bolsters ASEAN's
growth and stability
through strategic
programmes and
partnerships

UK became a dialogue part-
ner with ASEAN just four years
ago and we reached the first
new dialogue partner for 25

years. As it's been a long time since
ASEAN accepted a new dialogue part-
ner, we were absolutely delighted.
We're committed to working and part-
nering across all of ASEAN's priorities,
but particularly those where there's a
real overlap between what ASEAN is
trying to do and where the UK might
have expertise, or the other way arou-
nd, where the UK has a particular inter-
est in learning from what's going on in
ASEAN and from ASEAN's expertise.
We have partnered with ASEAN to de-
sign and devise a number of progra-
mmes, which we're rolling out in sup-
port of, not just ASEAN's priorities, but
also the commitments that we've made
in the plan of action that we've reached
with ASEAN

We are four years into that five-
year plan of action and we are on track
to meet over 80 per cent of the commit-
ment in it, through these six program-
mes in particular. There's one on eco-
nomic integration, as there's a real
sense amongst the ASEAN leadership
that the responses to the changing glo-
bal environment have to be the region’s
own economic integration and trade
within the region. As we're known, UK
has a very strong financial services sec-
tor, we're working with ASEAN on

Viét Nam News.

financial services. We also have a pro-
gramme supporting the advancement
of girls in education at all stages. Under
that programme, we've offered women
in STEM scholarships to candidates
from across ASEAN to study at two ab-
solutely brilliant UK universities. The
bulk of that programme s focused on
foundational learning for young girls
and children who find themselves
excluded from school for one reason or
another. We also have a health security

him from other ¢ P v
economists.

His History of Economic
Analysis published posthu-
mously in 1954 has been a mon-
umental work of scholarship
(1322 pages, cost: Rs 16,000~
36,000 at Amazon) in which he
traced and analysed economic
thoughts from the days of Greek
civilization to the modern times.
According to Schumpeter, the
greatest 18th century economist
had been the French economist
Jacques Turgot rather than
Adam Smith and Leon Walras of
France had been “the greatest of
all economists”,

It will be seen that till the
Second World War, the disci-
pline of economics was taught
as political economy and the
economists were basically polit-
ical economists,

Political science and eco-
nomics have been twin sisters
and were being taught together
in universities all over the world
including India. Development of
the economics discipline radi-
cally changed in the post-WWII
scenario when attempts were
made to make economics more
mathematical with the introduc-
tion of mathematical and statis-
llml tools to explain economic
and theories syn-

ical economist named Joseph
Alois Schumpeter (1883-1950),
who had a chequered career in
Europe and the United States.
Born in Trest (present-day
Czech Republic), Schumpeter
was an Austrian political econ-
omist belonging to the Histori-
cal School ((he received his doc-

orﬁﬂ hestatesman.com
Mutual trust

SIR, This refers to the article "As
Tempers Flared In Washington...”
Recently, the dramatic con-
tion between LS, President

an companies need to adapt to changing market S,
purlicu'nrlv in sectors where Chinese firms are making in-
roads, such as electric vehicles and consumer goods. Nep-
al, for its part, wants to maintain good relations with both
India and China while ﬁd[lﬁuard’ll’ng its sovereignty. This
is a realistic approach, and India should respect Nepal's
strategic balancing act rather than react defensively. Over-
reacting to Nepal's engagement with China only pushes
it further away. Instead, India should ensure that its ties
with Nepal remain strong through military cooperation,
economic engagement, and cultural diplomacy. A pragma-
tic, steady approach - neither overbearing nor indifferent
- will serve India’s interests best. By focusing on shared
history, strategic interests, and economic opportunit
India can reinforce its position as Nepal's most trusted
partner, ensuring stability in a region where external influ-
ences are constantly at play.

Donald Trump and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskky
has been making headlines.
Trump's economic, political, and
foreign policies seem to lack any
clear principles or guidelines. His
sole objective appears to be con-
ducting business and making a

chronizing with human psychol-
ogy, soclology and demography.
Thus started an era of creating
economic models using mathe-
matical equations and statistical
tools. A hybrid subject called
Econometrics was also born.

(To be continued)

, which is just begl g 1o
ramp up. There will be many partner-
ships between research specialists and
experts in ASEAN and the UK. We have
a Green Transition Fund, which has
also been a constant theme today.
Additionally, we run a programme with
UN Women, Canada and Korea on
women in security.

The sixth programme is a new one,
where we are working with Malaysia,
particularly as chair, to develop a fram-
ework for ASEAN to harness the cre-
ative economy across the region. This
isn't just about promoting ASEAN's cul-
ture but also about making it a real
contributing factor to economic grow-
th. The creative economy is a huge
driver of growth in the British econo-
my, and we're sharing our expertise in
this area. | mentioned earlier that wo-
men, peace and security is one of our
key programmes. When | joined, this
was already underway, primarily led by
UN Women, with support from the UK,
Canada, and a few other partners. The
original purpose of the programme was
to support the development of the
Regional Plan of Action on Women,
Peace and Security.

T'hat has now been established,
and in individual countries, there is
ongoing work to translate that interna-
tional action plan into tangible out-
comes, including here in Viet Nam. We
continue to support that work. In addi-
tion to that, we partnered with the
ASEAN Institute for Peace and Recon-
ciliation and brought together - not
just women but also men - for a series
of conferences to discuss aspects of
women, peace and security. | emph-
asised this at the Women, Peace, and
Security event preceding the ASEAN
Future Forum. It's important to recog-
nise that the issue works both ways,

!m)m He wants to expand Amer-
ican trade and make the U S. eco-
nomically prosperous.

However, he seems to forget
that economic, political, and for-
eign relations between two na-
tions can only last if they are
based on mutual trust and coop-
eration. Trump's approach of
using threats, pressure, and coer-
clon to intimidate and force other
countries into trade deals will

ultimately prove harmful to the
U.S. in the long run. Even during
his first term (2016-2020), he
propagated falsehoods through
similar tactics. However, these

PLURALITY

strategies neither made America
“great again” nor created sub-
stantial job growth.

A nation’s economy can only
remain strong if its relationships

with other countries are built
on mutual cooperation, trust,

and peace.
Yours, etc., Dr. Jitesh Mori,
Kutch (Gujarat), 4 March

SIR, The Punjab government's dechkm to make Punjabi a mandatory subject in all schools - public
nd it s of

and private ~

and cultural identity. The

goes a
move fnllovn outrage over a CBSE draft that omitted Punjabi from its list of regional languages for
Class X exams. Though the CBSE later clarified that its norms were only indicative, the controversy

1 the

nous

impose Hlndl. vohlle mlny in lhe nonjxnl
The

remains

linguistic homogenisation.
rights is a complex challenge.

recognition but also respect for |
that this respect translates into policies that empower all languages, not just a select few.

over role of regional languages in national education policies.
This quehnol cunnned to Punjab. Across India, debates over languag

e policies have intensified,

formula, States in wulhem India have resisted attempts to
t continue to demand greater recognition for their indige-
Policy (NEP) 2020 promotes multilingualism, but its imple-

over regional tongues. Punjab's

response, therefore, is not just lboul one hngunge but part of a larger pushback against perceived
In a country as llngulutullydlvune as India, balancing national cobesion with regional linguistic

jab's move reflects a broader demand - one that seeks not just
lia's linguistic plurality. The real challenge, however, is ensuring

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 4 March,



rspective
Restrictive step that will alienate man

SHIVANSHU K SRIVASTAVA

n a move that is bound to reignite

debates over national identity,

immigration, and inclusivity, US

President Donald Trump has
signed an executive order declaring
English as the official language of the
United States. This is a historic first as,
despite the country’s 250-year history,
the US has never had a national lan-
guage, as is the case in India.

While English is undoubtedly the
dominant language in American life,
this executive order is far from a neu-
tral administrative decision. It must be
considered in the context of Trump's
broader political agenda, especially his
steps to disassemble diversity, cqull)
and inclusion (DEI) initiatives. The
question before us is not just about
language but about the fabric of a mul-
ticultural and multilingual soclety and
whether such action supports harmo-
ny or leads to division.

Some people may consider the
decision to make English the official
language as a good step, The logic is
that English is already the de facto
language of government, law and
business in the US. Supporters argue
that making it a de jure language also
would help promote national unity
and streamline government func-
tions, However, such a perspective
overlooks the ulterior negative impli-
cations of this decision.

At its core, language is not just a
means of communication; it is a mark-
er of identity, history, and culture. The
United States, a nation built by immi-
grants, is home to more than 350 lan-
guages, according to the US Census
Bureau. Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog,
Vietnamese, and Arabic are among the
most spoken languages besides Eng-
lish. The decision to impose English as
the official language sends a clear mes-
sage: linguistic and cultural diversity is
no longer welcome.

This move does not occur in iso-
lation. [t aligns with Trump’s broader
crackdown on DEI programmes,
which were created to address histor-

ical inequities and ensure greater rep-
resentation for minorities in educa-
tion, employment, and governance
His administration's aggressive stance
- eliminating equity-related grants,
contracts, and requiring federal con-
tractors to disavow DEI initiatives -
suggests that this executive order is
not merely about language, but about
erasing policies that acknowledge
diversity as a strength.

Ironically, many of the earliest
settlers who laid the foundation of the
United States were non-English
speakers. German, French, Dutch and
indigenous languages flourished
alongside English in colonial America.
The unwillingness of past govern-
ments to execute an official language
originated from the belief that Amer-
ica was unique specifically because it
adapted diversity rather lfmn enfore-
ing uniformity.

Even founding figures of the USA
like Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison never tried to impose Eng-
lish as the national language. The
United States thrived for centuries
without such a law because language
assimilation occurred naturally over
generations, without coercion. The
assumption that an official language
is necessary for national unity is
therefore historically unfounded as
evident from the situation in India
which does not have a single official
language but a total of 22 to respect
the multilingual culture.

Moreover, multiple studies have
shown that immigrants in the US
overwhelmingly embrace English.
According to research by the Pew
Research Center, more than 90 per
cent of secc

of non-English speakers in the US. It
may pave the way for restrictive poli-
cles, such as reducing the availability
of government documents and pub-
lic services. Such measures could dis-
proportionately affect Latino, Asian,
and indigenous communities there,
who already face fear of systemic
barriers to equal participation in
civic life

The economic implications of
this move are also worth noting. The
US economy benefits significantly
from its multilingual workforce.
Industries such as healthcare, educa-
tion, tourism, and international trade
depend much on vll\[‘lu_\'('m who can
communicate in multiple languages.
An Ei mdlsh only policy could inadver-
tently these sectors by dis-

speak English proficiently, and by the
third generation, native languages
often disappear entirely. If language
assimilation is already occurring
organically, what purpose does this
order serve, if not to stigmatise linguis-
tic minorities?

Declaring English as the only
official language could have far-
reaching consequences for millions

couraging multilingualism rather than
embracing it as an asset.

The debate over language policy
is not unique to the United States.
Many countries have grappled with
similar questions, and their experi-
ences offer valuable lessons which the
US must consider. India, for instance,
has a total of 22 officially recognised
languages and over 1,600 dialects are

spoken in different parts of the coun-
try. Despite a huge linguistic diversity,
E ngluh serves as a crucial link lan-
guage alongside Hindi. Rather than
enforcing a national Inngungo India
has adopted a pmgmum approach
that allows 1 to

The Statesman
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and pro-
lawmakers are likely to push back
against any measures that dispropor-
tionately harm minority communities.
Outside the ¢ . the real
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100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

THE University of Delhi is young,
and when the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Hari
Singh Gour, in his address at the third
Convocation deprecated “the multiplica-
tion of universities at present proceed-
ing,”" many of his hearers doubtless
smiled. The man who has arrived often
looks forbiddingly at those who would
follow. If education is improved and
extended by new universities, if the work
of colleges is bettered by their transfor-
mation into universities, they are to be
welcomed. If not, there is no justification
for them. The need of universities cannot
be judged by quantitative standards,
except in so far as the resources available
for distribution affect the situation. It was
probably to this that Sir Hari Singh
referred; his own university, like all oth-
ers, has its financial difficulties. In his
address he attempted to draw Lord Read-
ing on the subject of compulsory military
training for University students. His
Excellency, however, would not be
drawn. He contented himself with point-
ing out that the Territorial Force Com-
mittee's report recommended that the
individual universities should be free to
decide the matter. This same freedom
nhmlld be extended to students. Though

ies must have rules, freedom is

trial will be whether American
will accept or negate the

coexist peacefully in governance, edu-
cation, and daily life. This policy has
helped maintain unity in a diverse
nation, even as linguistic disputes

occasionally flare up.
lncnmrau the countries that try
often meet

idea of a monolingual country. The
US has long prided itself on being a
land of opportunity, where people
from all backgrounds can contribute
to society without being compelled
to leave their identities. This order
with that intent, substitut-

with hatklauh. In Canada, the impo-
sition of English in historically
French-speaking Quebec led to huge
political tension, ultimately resulting
in a bilingual national policy. Similar-
ly, in Spain, the suppression of Cata-
lan and Basque languages under
Francisco Franco's regime fuelled
resentment and separatist move-
ments that persist to this day.
Trump's executive order will not
be final on this issue. Legal challenges
are almost certain, particularly if the
order is used to restrict access to gov-
ernment services for non-English
speakers. Civil rights groups, advocacy

ing I?whh anarrow, exclusionary def-
inition of American identity.

Ultimately, the strength of a
country is not determined by the lan-
guage it mandates, but by the values
it upholds. The United States must
decide whether it will embrace the
pluralism that has defined it for cen-
turles, or retreat into a dividing vision
that seeks to erase the very diversity
that has made it great

The world, and history, will be
watching.

(The writer is an advecate)

VITIT MUNTARBHORN

he age of Artificial Intelligence
(Al) is very much here. The term
nerative Al” is now common-
P , with the public fascinated
that Al can actively produce content
such as written and audio creations. In
fact, the world is moving towards Artifi-
clal General Intelligence (AGI) whereby
robots will be able to match and even
outdo human intelligence. Aptly, its rela-
tionship with children (under 18 years)
invites reflection and precaution.
On the one hand, Al can bring
great benefits, building on the
gths of existing It
can be a useful educational tool, such
as to help children who face learning
difficulties or disabilities. It is a tech-
nology of connectivity and helps to
facilitate communication and infor-
mation dissemination. It can act as
an instrument of leisure, such as to
invent games. It can promote human
efficiency, such as to deal with repet-
itive tasks in the medical field.
On the other hand, Al also hnngw
risks. It might be a tool of

and its General Comment No.25 on
children’s rights in the digital environ-
ment, highlighting child protection.

In reality, implementation is
open to a varkety of orentations, bear-
ing in mind that both Al and related
responses are in a state of flux.

On one front, there is the two-
track situation whereby a general
approach is contrasted with a more
specific approach in handling the rela-
tionship between Al and children. The
former is exemplified by various laws
and guidelines of a general nature,
such as to protect children’s privacy
and safety and to highlight Al trans-
parency, especially to help explain the
pros and cons of Al to children.

The more specific approach is to
target various sectors for action.
Twenty five years ago, the Online Pri-
vacy Child Protection Act of the US
offered a preview, It imposed a con-
dition related to minimum age; chil-
dren under 13 years old cannot con-
sent to have their data revealed. In
2025, California opted for this addi-
tional, specific intervention. [ts recent

such as in relation to sexual abuse and
exploitation. Itis a technology of alien-
ation used for bullying, hate speech, dis-
crimination and violence, It lends itself
to information distortion and manipu-
lation, such as hallucinations, fakes and
scams, misinformation and disinforma-
tion, propaganda and surveillance. It is
an instrument of stress, replete with

Patients C ations' law stipu-
lates that healthcare facilities using Al
must adopt clear disclaimers when
there is Al-generated content. There
is a kind of "watermarking” or label-
ing of Al generated content. The pos-
sibility of contacting human health
care providers must also be available

On another front, there is the
(onlmsllng vlsl(m between ethical

addiction and superficial self-val
It is emerging as an instrument of
human subjugation and dejection, espe-
cially when and where it controls
human lives perhaps absolutely.

How then is the world communi-
ty to handle that e? The

li nature con-
cerning AI ulllluukm and the pre-
scriptive approach of binding regula-
tions with consequential accountabil-
ity in the case of violations. The ethi-
cal approach has emerged from some

international guiding framework is the
Convention on the Rights of the Child

internati | agencies and it high-
lights basic principles, such as *Do No
Harm", safety and security, privacy

and data protection, responsibility
and accountability, transparency and
explainability of Al's functions.

The prime example of the pre-
scriptive approach is the European
Union (EU) "s Al Act, in force in 202!
There is a list of prohibited practices.
Social profiling, where data might be
used to discriminate against people,
is forbidden. Subliminal targeting of
children’s emotions as a kind of
manipulation is proscribed. The col-
lection of real-time biometric data for
surveillance purposes is not allowed,
although there might be some leeway
in regard to national security. With
lesser risks, the business sector is
called upon to have Codes of Conduct
as a kind of self-regulation for policing
itself, subject to linking up with the EU
supervisory system as a whole. Viola-
tions can lead to massive fines.

lobally, certain realities are
inevitable. Where there is illegal con-
tent, such as the sexual abuse and
sexual exploitation of children, for
instance child hy, national

and deployers, have already adopted
some tools through self-regulation to
moderate content and take down
harmful content, at times with and
through filtering. For instance, many

laws already prohibit such practices
and they automatically apply to Al
related actions. However, there might
be differences in regard to whether
children appearing in Al generated
content are real children or merely
digitally generated. The issue is not
settled internationally, although child
protection groups prefer to prohibit
all images of children in such situa-
tions, without having to prove
whether real children are involved.
From another dimension, there is
the issue of how to deal with harmful
content which is not lllegal. For exam-
ple, the mere fact that X hates Y is not
necessarily illegal in international law
or national law. Other actions may
thus be required. At present, the dig-
ital industry, especially its developers

have Codes against homo-
phobic messages and they delete
them, even if the national law nearby
does not prohibit such content. This
might also cover various forms of bul-
lying and grooming of children which
might otherwise lead to discrimina-
tion or violence.

The key lies with digital and Al lit-
eracy so that the public, especially
children, parents and teachers, are
able to enjoy the benefits of technol-
ogy safely, securely, “smartly” and sus-
tainahly. This can be helped by the Al
industry where it ensures that its
members are Al literate from the angle
of assessing the risks as part of due
diligence and them, with

substitute for an educated and literate
public with a discerning and critically
analytical mind, as well as to have cog-
nitive and affective means to protect
itself from transgressions.

Urgently, families need to have
options for “digital detox™. This would
enable parents to work with children
to safeguard some spaces at home to
be free from technology. There need
to be periods of human interaction
without technology, together with
leisure time together as humans.
Humane activities such as pro bono
help for disadvantaged groups need
to be nurtured, to generate the
warmth of empathy which no tech-
nology can replace,

Hence, the community needs
“Top-Tips for Digital Detox" or “TT-
4-DD” now!

{Tne writer & Professor Emeritus at
untvi

guardrails balancing between freedom
of expression and child rights” protec-
tion. In essence, there can be no

ersity, a former UN Special
Rapporteur on the Sale of Chikiren and sa
member of the ASvisory Group of UNCEF,
Thallsnd )
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of |he|r essence, and while students
should be encouraged in every way to
undergo training and shoulder the
implied liabilities, compulsion would
destroy enthusiasm. There is much that
young men should decide for themselves.

BOLSHEVIK HOPES

“EMPIRE'S
APPROACHING
DISINTEGRATION"

1" TIMES ERVICE.| LONDON, MAR

THE Soviet Press appears to have
obtained much satisfaction from the recent
articles in The Times on the Dominions and
foreign policy.

The Riga correspondent of The Times
says these articles are described as contain-
ing "a series of most important avowals,”
clearly symptomatic of the Empire’s
approaching disintegration. [zvestia prints
long passages, adding that they deserve the
most serious attention as picturing the stu-
pendous difficulties with which British for-
elgn policy is confronted.

POLITICAL LEVIES

GOVERNMENT
COMPROMISE ON
TRADE UNION BILL?

TIMES” SPECIAL SERVICE
NDON, MAR. 3

The Times political correspondent
states that the position regarding the Trade
Union Levy Bill is unchanged. The Cabinet
cannot support a private member's Bill
dealing with so vital an issue, and Mr. Bald-
win will make clear the position of the Gov-
ernment early in the debate,

The supporters of the Bill still hope
that the Prime Minister will be able to indi-
cate general approval of the principle of the
Bill and willingness to introduce Govern-
ment legislation at a later stage if in the
meanwhile, the trade unions have not start-
ed the necessary reforms, It is believed that
such a declaration would satisfy most of the
Unionists who pledged lves to sup-
port the Bill before the position of the Gov-
ernment was defined.

ARMY EXPENDITURE

FURTHER
REDUCTION URGED

MAR. 4
GENERAL discussion on the Budget
was resumed this morning.

Mr. Rangachariar said the Budget
showed that they had now turned the
comer and he expressed gratefulness for
the Government's having done justice to
Madras. He thanked the Commander-in-
Chief for economy in the Army Estimates
but he felt that the steady reduction in
military expenditure must continue until
it was brought down to at least Rs. 50
crores. The further replacement of British
by Indian troops would result in econo-
my. He saw no reason, in view of falling
prices, for addition to the emoluments
of Army officers.

Mr. Rangachariar regretted that the
Government had taken no steps to pass
orders on the North-West Frontier
Inquiry Committee's report. The Govern-
ment had failed to give protection to the
minority community in Kohat. Whoever
might have been at fault, the Hindus of
Kohat should have been given full pro-
tection. They had to flee to Rawalpindi,
and were passing there sleepless nights.
What would have happened if an Asoka
or an Akbar were ruling India? Mr. Ran-
gachariar did not wish to speak on polit-
ical issues at that time but he asked how
the British instinct of the Finance Mem-
ber fell to find that the members of the
House could not vote on a substantial
portion of the budget.
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PURIFYING THE MIND,
RESTORING THE EARTH

If we truly wish to combat pollution, we must first
cleanse our thoughts and correct spiritual imbalance

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ J1

08t of us are very much aware of the word ‘Pollution’, be it a

child, a youngster or an old person. However one could not con-

femplate the reasons or source from which this dreadful mon-
ster called pollution occurs. Today, globally every country is facing con-
sequences of pollution, contamination or abuse of air, water, food & even
Space on a very large scale, but they are not able to find a foolproof
solution to this dangerous threat to humanity. Athough many institutions
& regulatory bodies have been established.
Today a fast-developing country like India stands poised on a pinnacle
of wealth and power, yet we Indians kve in a land of vanishing beauty,
increasing ughness, shrinking open spaces, and an overall environment
that is diminishing daily by pollution noise and blight. So where does
this take us? Would there be a solution to control or tackle polution prob-
lems & save humanity? Wellll The answer lies with the ones who are
posing this question, L.e. we the humans, YES! Over the years, while
discussing deeply about cause & effect of pollution, we smartly avoid
looking at the actual problem that's deeply rooted in the mental sphere
rather than the sphere of matter. If we look up the dictionary meaning
of the word pollution, we may find something like 'to destroy purity of;
to contaminate’ However, we humans are only aware of the material pol-
lution in the branches of the polluted tree & we have disregarded the
seed or root of thought polution’ which gave growth to that tree. So with-
out destroying the root basis of pollution, the source can never be puri-
fied. It won't be an exaggeration to say that the problem of environmen-
tal pollution is actually due to the pollution of man's mind which is full
of selfishness, jealousy, greed, anges, etc. The problem of imbal-
ance Is due to our mental imbalance, and the disequilibrium in nature
Is due to disequilibrium in man's mind Another fact that is generally

unknowm or is little realised is that the vibrations from a polluted mind
contaminate or corrupt the atmosphere; they make it tense and viclous.
Most of us make a mistake by thinking that our thoughts are invisible
& psychic and hence they can't do anything, but actually, thoughts have
both hands and legs, because one can control one’s hand to rob noth-
Ing, control one's legs to kick nobody, but one can scarcely control one's
thought without thinking as thought i too deep to be expressed, 100 strong
to be suppressed, too fast to be drawn back, hence he who will not com-
mand his thoughts, will soon lose command of his actions,
The wars struggles and quarrels of mankind are very often caused by
this. Deep thinking would reveal that most of the present global prob-
lems are due to thought poliution, for this pollution destroys a person's
sense of being impartial, considerate and cooperative and makes him
callous, inimical, violent-prone and viclous. It influences economics, pol-
itics, commerce, business, even friendship and all relationships
The ultimate solution to this problem lies in realising the self and also
our relationship with other human beings. Remember 1! Great men are
those who see that the spiritual force is much stronger than the mate-
rial force. Hence without a spiritual orientation of the relationship between
man and man, moral and spiritual values cannot be brought into play
or be sustained, and, in the absence of these core values, no problem
can be solved for a considerable kength of time. It is, therefore, essen-
tal for all of us to understand the real and intrinsic nature behind the
mask or the garment of the body to set the direction right. If this is not
done, then possibly science without spirituality may dangerously lead
mankind 10 a nuclear catastrophe population explosion or environmen-
tal upheaval, So, ket us use the powerful weapon of spiritual wisdom to
cleanse our souls from thought pollution & survive in harmony with nature
& its elements without any kind of disturbance whatsoever.
(The wniter is a spiritual educator & popular
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Unlocking Punjab’s
export potential

With targeted policy support, infrastructure investment and global market
integration, Punjab can play a transformative role in India’s trade success story

ndia has vast industrial and agricul

tural capabilities across 800 districts, \
yet 40% of its merchandise exports |

originate from only 10 districts.

Gujarat dominates this landscape
with five key contributors: Jamnagar,
Surat, Ahmedabad, Bharuch, and
Kachchh, The other significant players
include Mumbai and Pune in
Maharashtra, Bengaluru in Karnataka,
Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu, and NOIDA
in Uttar Pradesh. Alarmingly, Punjab—
home to a robust lndustrlnq ase In tex-
tiles, bicycles, sports goods, engineering
goods, tractors, agricultural implements
and food processing—is conspicuously
absent from this export powerhouse.
The 'One District-One Product’ (ODOP)
initiative was introduced to rectify this
imbalance, but meaningful progress has
yet to materialise. If India is serious about
reaching its ambitious target of $1 trillion
in exports by 2030, it must expand its
export landscape beyond this handful of
districts,
The next wave of growth will undoubt-
edly come from unlocking the potential
of industrial bubs like Ludhiana, Jalandhar,
Amvritsar, Hoshiarpur and Mohali. These
mgium must receive robust, targeted
policy support, a conducive environ-
ment and infrastructure development, and
substantial financial support to enable
Punjab’s industries to compete with the
country’s top export-driven districts,
India's Global Export Challengelndia's
share of global exports has stagnated for
decades, rkmrmg around 2% and current
ly at 1L.8% as of 2024, Ranked 17th
among the world's top exporters, India
falls behind various developing nations
like Mexico, which ranks 93:.
To achieve the goal of at least doubling
India’s merchandise export value from
$437 billion in FY 2023-24 to $874 billion
by FY 2030, a strategic overhaul is essen-
tial—one that prioritises the establishment
of export hubs in underrepresented
regions, particularly Punjab, entire of

lp‘:mlial,

e Imperative for a Decentralised
Export St

Pun{ah accounts for a mere 2% of India's
total exports, but this share holds immense
growth potential. To unlock this poten
tial, the "Districts as Export Hubs' initia-
tive must go beyond paper & policy dis-
cussions and be actively and aggressive-
ly pursued. The government should pri
oritise transforming Punjab into a signif-
icant export player, leveraging the state’s
industrial cities, which are primed for
expansion.

Punjab's Key Districts with High Export
Potential

Ludhiana: The Unrivaled Textile and
Bicycle Powerhouse Ludhiana dominates
India’s bicycle exports with an astound
ing 80% market share. However, India's
presence in the global $33.3 billion bicy-
cle market is alarmingly low, standing at
less than 1%, while China effortlessly com-
mands 60%. Similarly, in the textiles,
apparel, and hosiery sector—valued at §1.7
trillion—India’s share languishes at a mere
5%, d to China's c ding
37%, With strategic branding, robust trade
facilitation, and decisive palicy support,
Ludhiana is poised to become a global
leader in these vital sectors.

Jalandhar: The Untapped Glant in
Sports Goods

a

1

views are personal)

Exports Jal produces an impres-
sive 45% of India's sports goods and con-

$1 TRILLION export. The ol ncior
IN EXPORTS :3 by (‘:‘rr‘v::;};y ‘wnll‘l::l,;‘:b\r"n‘llll::‘.
BY 2030’ while India hmlr scrapes by with

tributes 75% of the country's sports
related exports, Yet, India holds a
mere 0.56% share in the global
sports goods market, valued at
$220.57 billion, while China cap

tures a staggering 42.2%. Jalandhar
must actively integrate into interna
tional supply chains to aggressive-

ly penetrate markets in the USA,
IFINDIA IS Ul\P.cliuul.(icmuny, Mexico, and

SERIOUS ABOUT South Africa.

Hoshiarpur and Mohali: The

REACHlNG ITS Manufacturing Titans Hmhia;]pur
and Mohali are home to one-third
AMBlTIOUS of India's Original Equipment

TARGET OF Manufacturers (OEMs) and are

the undisputed leaders in tractor
global tractor market,

2.2%. Mohali is also emerging as a

IT MUST Mﬂnlﬂcuul tech and pharmaceuti-

hub, which is crucial for high-

EXPAND ITS value exports that will fuel e\umg»
EXPORT i gowih.

and compliance, Punjab has the
potential to tap into previously
unexplored markets.

Tackling Key Export Challenges
Head-On

1. Infrastructure and Logistics:
Access to ports is str call

AS MITTAL

an (MSMEs) need targeted
inancial support and strong mar
ket linkages to thrive in global trade.
District  Export  Promotion
Councils(tDEPCy) headed by
respective deputy-commissioners
(DCs) are underperf as DCs

essential to any state when ("n[ug—
ing in international trade, as land-
locked regions face the comparative
disadvantage of high trade costs and
hindrances in the freedom of tran-
sit from the seas. Punjab's land-
locked status must not be a hin-
drance. The Amritsar-Kolkata
Industrial Corridor (AKIC) needs
10 be expedited to enhance dry ports
and logistics hubs under the Trade
Infrastructure for Exports Scheme
(TIES). Introducing state-owned
wagons will be a game-changer for
bolstering l‘un]aa;u exports and
addressing the freight burdens asso-
clated w’t‘&n ing,

2. Cost of I u-trﬂl Land: Land

The Strategic Gateway

LANDSCAPE to Global Trade )
BEYOND THIS| iverege s advantageous presion:

HANDFUL OF ity to the Wagah-Attari border to

significantly enhance cross-border

DISTRICTS. trade with Pakistan, Afghanistan,

and Central Asia. By expanding
trade policies, Punjab and northern
India can assertively access high
demand markets in the Gulf,
Turkey, and Europe. The
International  North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) will
further solidify Amritsar’s role as a
Elvuunl player in global trade.
asmati Export Zone:

A Major Global Opportunity
Punjab leads the charge by con
tributing 40% of India's basmati rice
exports, which account for 65% of
the global market. Amritsar, Tarn
Taran and Gurdaspur must be
developed into a dedicated Basmati
Export Zone under the One
District, One Product (ODOP)
scheme, With the correct branding

prices in Ludhiana and Mohali are
prohibitively high, ranging from Rs.
5-7 crore per acre, stifling expan-
sion. Authorities must prioritise the
allocation of vacant industrial plots
in focal points and Panchayati Raj

owned land for industrial use o
establish a viable industrial land

bank.

3. Global Market Compliance:
With 18% of India's exports direct-
ed toward the European Union
(EU), Punjab’s industries require
substantial support to meet evoly-
ing international regulations,
including the EU's carbon border
adjustment mechanism and strin-
gent deforestation laws.

4. Leveraging Free Trade
Agreements: Many exporters in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities are current-
ly unaware of India's FTAs, Local
chambers and business federations
must lsunch aggressive awareness
campaigns to maximise these agree-
Ments AMong entreprencurs.

5. Boosting MSMEs: Punjab’s
micro, small, and medium enter-

iny
are wiready overburdened hl“ﬂh mul
tiple administrative tasks, and ded
icated senior officials to be assigned
to formulate District Export Action
Plans (DEAPs) to bolster MSMEs.
6. Pmmnﬂnr Geographical
Indications (Gls):
Punjab's GI-tagged products, such
as Basmati rice, Phulkari embroi
dery, Amritsari Papad, and
Jalandhar sports goods, possess
immense global potential.
Establishing dedicated stalls at
international airports and provid-
ing financial backing for branding
will amplify their presence in inter
national markets.
Visit Bharat Demands Viksit
Districts: India's ambitious export
targets can only be realised through
lecisive, decentralised approach
centred around its more districts,
With Punjab’s rich industrial and
agricultural heritage, it is posi
l:‘vnd to emerge "uﬁ‘u key tl‘:\ﬂll
powerhouse. By fortifying district
industries, enhancing trade infra-
structure, and driving global mar
ket integration, Punjab will play a
crucial role in India's «xpur!-ird
growth narrative.For India to
achieve a truly Viksit Bharat', its dis-
tricts must assume a more promi-
nent role in export activities. This
steategic shift will reshape India's
gluhurlnult landscape and ignite
widespread economic development
and employment g(cm'mlkm.
(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Viee
Chatrman of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning Board and
Chairman of ASSOCHAM
Northern Region Development
Council. Views expressed
are personal)

Unmasking the financial networks threatening national security

Illicit financial flows drive disruptive activities by foreign-backed dubious NGOs, influencing policies and protests that impact India’s growth and development

in its history, reclaiming its

status as a global leader.
Our economic resilience,
democratic foundation, and
cultural unity have driven our
progress, but hidden forces
seek to undermine this
advancernent. This battle is not
fought with conventional
weapons but through financial
manipulation, foreign influ
ence, and ululcw\' disrup
tions disguised as -

Indlu is at a pivotal moment

BINOD ANAND
highlights how money laun

fan aid, social activism, and
rullcy advocacy.
Foreign-funded networks have
infiltrated India’s socio-palit
ical fabric, threatening our
sovereignty from within.One
major threat is illicit financial
flows fucling disruptive activ
ities in India. Nepal's recent
grey listing by the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)

dering ks in South Asia

pose i significant security risk.

kq'ml has become a hub for

financial Ilwh’“ s, Increas
™

organizations such as USAID,
DFID,  Open Society
Foundations, and the Ford
Foundation have funncled
substantial financial resources
into India under the pretext of
supporting human rights and
social causes

While genuine welfare efforts
are wekcome, evidence suggests
that some of these funds have
been strategically diverted to
disrupt Indias growth, create
internal discord, and propagate
anti-India narratives globally.
A glaring example is the farm
ers protests, which began asa

ing the of unregu
I;‘l“cd funds entering m.-
through informal channels,

This is not just an economic
Issue—it is a matter of nation
al security, stability, and con
trol over our devel |

nt for agrarian
reforms but quickly escalated
into a global propaganda cam-
paign. Foreign lobbying
groups, anti-India activists,
and Khalistani supporters

path For years, I'nmgnr backed

o

7 he
mobilize protests, shape media

narratives, and turn a domes-
tic issue into an international
crisis, Financial audits have
exposed a complex network of
forelgn funding behind this
orchestration.

This raises the question—are
these movements truly in
India’s interest, or are they cal
culated efforts to delay our
growth?The infil of for-

clal Jati 1

gling, unaccounted money
transfers, and potential terror
financing, Intelligence agencies
have flagged instances where
hawala networks in Nepal
were used to channel funds
into India to support destabi
lizing activities.

One major concern is Nepal's
financlal exemption allowing
in infrastructure

elgn narratives into Indial
civil soclety directly threatens
our self rt{lnncr and polic
making sovereignty. While
India welcomes foreign invest-
ments aimed at development
and genuine social progress,
we cannot allow our palicies,
protests, or progress to be
dictated by external forces
with hidden agendas,

The FATFS decision to place
Nepal on its grey list is a direct
cansequence of its weak finan-

cross- border transactions, and
insufficient anti-money laun
dering measures.

These financial loopholes have
created a shadow economy,
facilitating illicit funding that
could have serious implica
tions for India security.India
shares a 1,751 km-long porous
border with Nepal, allowin
free movement of people an
goods. While this has strength
ened economic and cultural
ties, it has also enabled smug-

without disclosing sources of
funds, making it a conduit for
dublous transactions. While
FATF's grey listing does not
impose sanctions, it signals
lobal financial institutions
that Nepal is vulnerable to ille-
ful money transfers, potential
y triggering reduced foreign
investments and reglonal
financial instability.
Recognizing these threats, the
Modi government has taken
decisive action to curb foreign

interference.
Over 20,700 NGOs have lost
their  FCRA  (Foreign

Contribution Regulation Act)

licenses due to financial irreg-

ularities, undisclosed foreign

funding sources, and misuse of
i The tigh

accountability.

Enhancing security measures
along the Indo-Nepal border
to curb illicit financial transac-
tions and smuggling networks,
Promoting domestic fundin,
mechanisms to empower loc

izations and

of FEMA (Foreign Exchange
Management Act) regulations
ensures greater scrutiny of
financial transactions linked to
activism, political lobbying,
and potential terror financing,
Collaboration with FATF,
INTERPOL, and global secu-
rity agencies has enhanced
Indiay ability to track cross-
border fund flows and disman
tle illegal financial networks
fueling unrest.

Strengthening oversight on
forelgn-funded NGOs, think
tanks, and advocacy groups to
ensure full transparency and

initiatives, reducing reliance on
external financial ald. Our
civil soclety is strong enough
to drive change through
indigenous resources and a
vision rooted in national inter-
ests, The need of the hour is
wll‘rrlinnu—l(rrnglhrnl::s
Kmnmxm organizations a
uilding an I[ndian develop
mental model based on inter
nal merit rather than foreign
charity.
(The writer is Secretary
General, Confederation of
NGOs of Rural Indla; views
are personal)
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Can govt calibrate free
speech on social media?

reedom of §)
the idea of

Some restrictions were subsequently

ment of India’s first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal 3

he plea that “the citizen's right to freedom of speech and exrulon guar
lnwod by Article 19(1xa) has been held by some courts to

h and upronmn 18 critical to the very existence of

cracy and India’s Constitution is very clear on it.
introduced by the nwtm
Nel n

50 compre-

Mnllvn a8 not to render a person culpable even if he advocates murder and

crimes of violence™
tunnm freedom of s

speec
state from punishing or preventing abuse

and that “in other countries with written consti-
h and of the 18 not mﬂrﬂed o debarring the
8¢ of this freedom'

Seventy-four years later, the Supreme Court of India hn now felt that
there must be “regulatory measures” against the abuse of the right in such

a way that the use of “filthy language" and “vulgarity” did not pass off as
humnur in programmes streamed online. There must be a way to ensure

;;‘ mmes adhere to “well known moral standards” of Indian
mr:lc(y while it koe) omhe iden of censorship of the fundamental right to

h and express)

gll may be the first time the court, & guardian of ¢ ndamental
be the ﬂ he rdl f the funda 1
rights, has suggested to the government to come up with measures which
could end up curtailing them, The court mu?

Vo ring the concern a section of soc!

have been sha h f

first time that the ¢ty has for the uncontrolled freedom people
court, a guardian enjoy when It comes for expressing themselves
mw which breaks the conventional idea of humour
or s in bad taste even. There has boen a hue and
rights, has cry in the southern state of Kersla where young:
sters have been held for committing grievous

government to erimes Including murder, and the blame was
laid at the door of a genre of movies which fetes

violence as they have got a good following of Late
in the state. The criticism is so serious that the
chief minister told the state Assembly that the
government will initiate & discussion with flm-

makers on the tople,
All this shows that there s a felt need of steps to ensure that the freedom
af speech and expression does not undo the that is expected of it.
However, there 18 a risk, too, that when the government wades into the
area, it will be the pra\'nrhlul bull in a china shop. Pertinently, another
has pulled up the Gujarst police on the same
day for unth Ml*‘n istering a l‘lm mrurm-mm report against a
Congress Member rl mnm on (hn i8 of a poem which essentially
the cause of jut the police had charged him with
promoting enmity among people of dmurom faiths. The suggestion was
that the government was unmlndul nf the fundamental right to expression
of the cmmn when it booked the Mi
However, as things stand, while omm.l have generally promoted the idea
of self-regulation when It comes to this right, they are now compelled to
call the attention of the government in power to frequent instances of its
abuse, too. The government, while pondering over these prospective mea-
sures, must keep in mind the sanctity democracies attach to this right, and
the court must ensure that whatever it suj s passes constitutional
muster, It is the job of the apex court to mun! t its invitation to the gov-
ernment to formulate these regulations for 14 e content
producers do not end up like the blessing I.urd Shiva gave Bhasmasura
and burn the intended beneficiary who is the citizen,

Foot-i th hits Cong agai
he Congress Party has had a long history of its middie rung leaders
and party spersons putting their foot in their mouth. Dr Shama
Mohamed may have exce in this eccentric game of shooting one-
solf in the foot with & wayward comment made on the Indian ericket cap-
tain that was so unnecessary that she put herself in the books as
being the one who committed an extreme faux pas by saying the wncklul
thing imaginable.
What business is it of a political party spol n to make & public
comment, on soclal media or otherwise, on the embonpoint of Rohit
rma, an accomplished International cricketer, aggressive batter with
tons of runs and upmn who has won a couple of shiny silverware for the

BCCI cupboard?
While the itch !,:‘ra-( Irvelevant things in the social media might be &
common man's predilection or even passion in a medium with billlons of
users that seems to Invite impulsive comment, & political party's
spokesperson s expoected to stay well within the bounds of reason and rel-
evance in un{'uulpul that is likely to reach the public.

What the lady might not have understood while posting “Rohit
Sharma is fat for a sportsman! Neod to lose welght! And of course, the most
unimpressive Captain India has ever had!" — is that cricket's batters are
not necessarily tuned-to-the-minute athletes who must look lean and mean
ln rance and do the 100 metres in under 10 seconds like Usain Bolt,

t makes it even more mysterious is, given her ignorance of sport,

why she felt she had to post something on these lines when the man has a

captainey record that holds up well In international cricket, Far from

being apologetic for a major error of ]mmm. the Iad{ WS even trying to

jul?#y the senseless opinion she stated while body-shaming a
risperson,

o .an*m« l'anr? which has often had problems with loose cannons
like Sam Pltroda and others making flippant remarks on all subjects under
the sun, and has had to often disassociate itself from eccentric opinions
stated or made public, must look to maintain a tight rein on members it
rlch for such tusks as official spokespersons. It is best the party reins her

and asks her to stay on subjects she may have knowledge of rather than

seek notoriety thro lgnorance,
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Equality, dignity

Row over de]

imitation: Will

it alter the federal balance?

Shikha Mukerjee

Indian

litlcs, an increase
volatility by the
ted effoct of a
limitation of con-
stituencies in states lke
Opposition-ruled  Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and
Telangana, apprehensive
o( a reduction of the num-
of parliamentary
mu relative to the per-
centage of seats these

states have soems to

have been dullhcrllnly
seeded to Initlate a new
mmnmmy l.nw n whl-

the perpetually
n.nmd nromlml
ecosphere

antiely
fros|

sonts for the Lok Sabha
going tll 2026, If the BJP
wints to increase the
number of Lok Sabha
seats, it must do so
lhmunh another constitu-

t.
lnllud of kiteflying,
the Oppositionruled
states may gain  some
political advantage by
running thelr own cam-

lgn demanding time-
ines for the Census and
busting the rumour that
delimitation would be
done before the 2020 Lok
Sabha polls when the BJP
how- () -trmmwn its
Indian

fiin who quxni oﬂ Chint

minister MK, Stalin that

the state may lose eum of

ity 39 parliamentary sea

that is its Lok %hh‘
would  be

The delimitation row is
intriguing; the TN chief
minister ed 1t as a
“punitive” and “unjust”
measure as South Indian
states “have duunlb’ fol-

!d the Unlon govern-

creating "foar
among the public” to
divert attention from the
Mdeological battle that has

state

g iy ed
lmpmulm of Hindl by
making it mandatory, a
puunl"l’c
emerged to

of the ov
nmlnu of the deltmitation

lnuud of jumping the
gun, chief  ministers
Stalin, Skidaramalah and
Revanth Reddy would be
better off selzing the
opportunity to shout out

pnullu wnh m unpmon
dented fourth lunemllw

win, The apprehens|

that lmu ke ’hmtl

that s, keep the 543-seat
froeze going.

If the | government
wants delimitation to
\n;mmm 2061, 1t has to

ot \ ﬂ(;mul
going. It has't done so
t. ‘nw roblem 15 the

il

i government's dis
comfort with data can be
seriously harmful to the
delimitation process. If
the Census I8 actually
done In 2026, the data for
delimitation will not be
available till 2008 at the
carliost.

The Tamil Nadu versus
Centre ar O tonrun
states v BIP tussle, how-
ever lhe dnuulc s
framed, can be handled in
uherwny- It's a bit ke a
mischief maker chucking
i stone ot & harnet's nest,
knowing well the hornets
will in the stone as
an attack and go on a
counter-affensive,  The
fundamentals of delimita-
tion of seats are simple;

If  indeed, a8
(amcuto D.ndnwmam

norms for the appoint:
lmnl d the apex uldlrh

Hkely
‘ZAI the Delimitation
Commission will be peo-
ose who enjoy

s confidence,
bigger,  newer
mlumml buidding is as
hl‘ A signal as there can
At the I govern:
m-m \I on track to ralse
MPs from
iflable
I have
be worked oul lry IM
Delimittion
h-lm. the Aantrul nnd
e governments, MPs,
MI.A- political parties

the number of
u.l o an um

(mm\m would do
ter talking about mbrll
equilibrium and hitting
the Tlamu to malg}'bﬁ

ular  suj . Once
Sclimitation 1 done, the
law is such that it cannot

demand for a more

sentative leglslature at
the Centre and in the
states. The current popu-
lation to representative

i Crinis
mtation  report
uld

Parliament, the foderal
equilibrium will be dis
turbed. 1t could uce

versy over who Is an {lle-
gal and shoudd be weeded

out of the voters' list, like
Ulur Pradesh, Gujarat,

bastion,

could end up with 63 seats

ln wddition to it nm
than

B0 soats,
dmhla its ue-u &nm 2510

Nadu could end up wnh
adding a paltry 10 seats,
while Karnataka would

add 18 seats to its current
42 seats.  Pecullarly,
Kerala would nedther gain
nar lose; it would be stuck
with 20 seats, as would
most of the Northeast,
barring Assam.

ng 3
Every delimitation ll

contentious; & del

tlon that is dlvhlw und

wnumtm- I-

" 10:3’
Almdy riven vmh 1T
lines, If the BJP-ruled
North has huge numbers
in the Lok Sabha and
Opposition-ruled  states
have dh}:npurnomlely
fower i could turn

political manipulation of
eloctoral constituency or
district boundaries. The
foar ks that resdjustments
on constituency bound-
arles could be fixed to
neutralise “vote bank"
politics, based on caste,
religion,  community,

P, ethnieity  or

nguage.
It 3?1?' be problematic if

that it's not them but the  every one of the past four  ratio 18 & crisis,  the Prime Minister cre-
odi hat exercises governments  ates the legacy of a deeply
seems in o great hus rrz‘m have been contentious. have upheld the principle  divided country in teems
got delumuunn gol [ delimitation exer-  of ane voteone value, o of grographical represen-
The B4th Amundmml cise follows from -n-unlhnmunwnlmd tation. That may not be a
adopted by the Atal tion passed by the I.nk r
Beharl Vajpayee govern-  Sabha  initiating the by an MP or MLA should  Modi, the BJP and RSS in
ment had setatar-  process, including ap-  be around the same in  the long term.
t date for the next intment of & Delimi-  every state, barring
lmlmlnnlnarumml tion Commission, exceptions. Nor can the Mukerjoe is a
Jensus, The amendment  leglslation sets the time-  federal be  senior, based in
kcp( the ald freese of 545  Line, whenever adopted by upset. Kolkata
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PAY PRAHLAD BACK

The remarks of the minister
Prahlad Patel of BJP is typ-
Ical of the disdain our
politiclans hold for the
public. It is time for us, the
people, to make the minis-
ter apologise. Stop asking
for certain things and
begin demanding them.
The minister is not going to
pay for anything from his
own pocket and will give
to the people what
belongs to the people.
Chances are he will get
away without even a repri-
mand from the high com-
mand of his party. The peo-
ple of India have been
servile for too long and it is
time to stop accepting
such Insults meekly. The
next time the minister
comes begging for votes,
the people must pay him
back In the same coin!
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

TRADE WAR BEGINS?

DONALD TRUMP'S 2025 tariffy
including a 10 per cent tariff on all
Imports and 25 pe tarifs on

Imports from Mexioo and Canada (with

concerns.
Financial experts warmn these tardfs
could disrupt supply chains, increase
prod

, China imy retall; y
e S s
exports, escalating tenslons and adding
to gobal economic uncertainty.
Anll{ﬂn uuma!- these policies could

w by 0. uu pn.
Jonding to job lnlui
sumer spending, while nlm unlnln:
dlplmllc relations with key trading
partners and accelerating shifts in
glnhl supply chains.

Kumar
Hazaribagh

SEBI: WHY THE DELAY?

WHEN the tion of stock market
fraud committed by Sebi chiel was in
the air for quite a

the ruling party at the

i

i
-5
1

%
1HE

- .

not possible in i e R T 7
s ﬂ:’é‘ mm?wmwu that not everyone who belonged mw';dnllwn ! - anth th:lmmm n-v;m .
New Europe in i g Sy, s pov o 5 vae s o o T e e e e
wise, party 1ts voto from the  responsaible Six Jews may have been mur-  the past 25 years represented the ‘better’ face of
. .I-'t‘mmlld by young voters  sands of Jews dered by Hitler, but rather than m m'mmmmn% hu!;

era OfFal' R]@t o8 were harsher o8 and a bet g:dllnmmum tomove to Palestine,  next 25 years will be.

the Nazis" they the Jewish state of lsrael,
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Relatives sans

relationships

Pruning the definition of relatives is the way ahead

Govt must curb import of pulses

FARMERS FIRST. With prices of most pulses ruling below MSP, the Centre must do everything it can to help farmers

R Anand
industry. With Finance Minister
he definition of Nirmala Sitharaman announcinga
T “Relative” is contained six-year “Mission for Aatmanirbharta in
In various legislations Pulses” focusing on tur, urad and
like Income Tax Act, masoor in her Budget proposal, farmers
Companies Act, SEBI MANCOMBU RA SUBRAMANI need higher returns to pursue the
regulations, Indian Stamp Act cultivation of pulses.
to name a few, ast week, the nment While Indian farmers are getting
The length and breadth of decided to reimpose the lower prices, growers in Australiaand
coverage is sweeping and has import duty on yellow Canada are rich rewards for
exj wemen.g It Elowed duty- );ee m exporting lc'::lf‘ n)“wllow peas and
It has now reached a stage RIS, Tx o0t mmassiion from December 25, 2023, to chickpeas to India. For example,
where the person concerned February 28, 2025, Last month, the Australian growers are getting t160 as
has to go around and discover resources as also the positions Centre extended the dury-free imports returns for their chickpeas, while Indian
who and where the so called attached to it. of plgenn peas (arhar or tur) until March farmers are gﬂdng only €100,
“relative”is. Sometimes when these 31,2026, Canadian and Australian farmers are
The purpose of these relatives meet in public Similarly, Food Minister Pralhad Joshi holding back their produce, awaiting
definitions is to track functions, the underlying 1old the media a couple of weeks ago that . 5 higher prices, They can afford to wait as
with to lons in their relationship his Ministry had recommended the Pulses MSP vs current domestic prices thuinai  theyareall well off, unlike the majority
ensure there is no misuse of are barely concealed. reimposition of Customs duty on lentils 9000 of Indian farmers who are small
concessions or resorting to any (masoor), But no notification has been 8500 landholders.
undue advantage of any sort, BIZ FAMILY RIFTS issued yet on this, It leaves chick 100 India may have allowed duty-free
For example the definition of  History is loaded with reported (chana) and urad (black matpe) as the 00 imports as pulses were badly affected
“relative” under the Income cases of family disputes like — other pulses on which the government due tothe E] Nifbo weather in 2023-24,
tax Act is wide enough to cover  Birlas, Ambanis, Singhanias, has to decide by March 31 if it wants 1o o But with inflation under control and the
lineal ascendant and Hindujas, Godrej and in the extend the dury-free imports. - rabl crop harvest starting, the Centre
descendant of the person, recent past Kirloskars, Lodha There are two data points to look at ™ 6600 needs to curb imports, Higher prices for
If a person makes a gift to a brothers and so on, with concern over dury-free imports by 5500 pulses will also encourage growers to
“relative” it is exempt from The list is only illustrative India. One is the current prices of six key . 5000 npt for the legumes during the kharif
income tax up to a limit. and endless, pulses and their minimum support 4500
‘The definition of “relative” These differences driven prices (MSP). — 400 l{ there is any mpp:z!hotuge. India
in the SEBI regulations draws primarily on account of clashes The prices of all pulses are ruling 3500 can take a call during the latter part of
support from the definition among relatives demonstrate below MSP (see chart). Though the 3000 the year, uy.Alqu Until then, ithasto
under the Companies Act that bzond three generations ted average price of gram (chana Tor Gram Urad Moong Dry peas signal to the growers that it favours
which is also wide. it is difficult to keep family ickpea) is a tad higher than the MsP I Weighted them getting good returns and expects
Directors on Boards are members together in MSI' prices have drogped tolevels of Weighted average prices them to continue lolv&nl%puha rather
nervous of some obscure continuing the business and €50/kg from t83/kg Febrary 82025 Seurce: Apmarknet than forcing them to shift to crops such
relative with whom he is notin  hence the business split MOST parts ofdu: country. as mhemmmr story that
touch undertaking a trading happens and along with it The second s imports, Data from ethanol ng s favouring the
transaction during the almost a permanent Grains Australia show that since the pulses in Indla, with 2024 shipments $800a tonne from $1,400 m mid- 2u24 cultivation of maize over pulses,
prohibited window period. breakdown of relationships, markﬂtin%myvu began in October 2024, pegged at a record high of 6,63 million Prices of yellow peas b The g up with an
The Stamp Acthas a In some cases it could be the India has imported over one million tonnes. $450a tonne from over tmowgm India  Import quotaand aduty cut if there is
definition of “family * instead other way around. tonnes of chickpeas by January. This was allowed duty-free |mpon_x any nted after assessing the whole
of “Relative” where against a meagre 83,000 tonnes PLUNGING PRICES “Yellow peas our Probably, it needs to take
concessional stamp dury is WHAT NEXT? imported during the entire 2023-24 Given these imports, the prices of puhes peace of mmd, saytraders inthe pulses  stakeholders into confidence and come
applicable. Should there be a mass season to September. India has also h:\! plnnged inIndia. For example, urad . up with a stable policy that will
‘There are reported misuses mmmen: to ignite the spirit dabout 1.5 lakh of lentils d over 25 per cent since With inflation under encourage Indian growers and keep
in this area, herness among famil from Down Under during October- June 2024 from over €100a kg, The fall ices stable.
mem rs if not for a:‘lgthing d December 20. . mn(lmnd despite the Mmmg‘yuf control and the rabi Crop p“!’he trade says urad imports could be
DWINDLING else but at least to preserve the Statistics meuh data show that India d crop 25 per harvest starting, the Centre tred duty-free for some more time,
RELATIONSHIPS sanctity of the definition of imported 1.26 million tonnes of peas cent lown inthe 2024 kharif season. needs to curb imp()m ut impores of chickpeas and lentils
With the steady disintegration “relative” in various and 6.43 lakh tonnes of lentils berween Wltl\ Indian prlcal falling, global Highe ices f Ises will need to be curbed. For now, growers
of the joint family system over  regulations? August (start of ing year) and Urad prices in the igher prices for pulses wi need protection. The Centre would do
the years the connect with It would require a Herculean December 2024, Indian traders say India glabul ‘market have dmppedbelow $%00  also encourage growers to well to ensure they are protected against
family members both effort to make this happen. 3 million tonnes of yellow atonne for the for qualit , i 3 r imports, through the
lmmgikﬂe and remote has i in f&‘;'d T compared with §. er\‘l‘o m::ymhs ago. opt for t.h(.‘ lt.gumc.s dunng mnon‘;‘;a reamnﬂe customs
virtually gone, TWEAKING REGULATIONS There has been adeluge of import of Pigeon pea prices have declined to near the kharif season dury.
While each one pursuing While this long-term goal
their own career and going which is now a dream can be
abroad may be a factor butitis  converted into reality through
not & convincing enough a sustained effort, the STATISTALK 9 |Graphe Short take
rea(‘son e gl:_tlv:&nﬂ:g tion m&d — B : I f
senerational s n lor regulations s| . . . | T J
!hmkingand apEvmch and in first prune d%wm the list in the PaSSNe MFS are mak| ng Strong In roadS ()n()\?ln&' p an oY
some cases | definition of “relative “ to L o0 EU d fence pro ()";(_‘d
differences coupled with ego reflect the realities on the Passively managed mutust fands, IncludingIncex Runds (ETFY, are gaining ndls. 4 C C l p h +
clashes have had a devastating ground. muhnmhwnvs.mm:umv WmmtWM)nlnmnlwshanwmdbyusurml.mllnmmfwdfmuuw —
effect resulting in breakdown Alongside this there must be & comparatively modest growth of 148 per cent. The primary prowth ar ofactive
of(,,mm;,;,'f, among n ;mﬁw o standardiethe funds elative 8 their benchmarks, he cost effciency of passive unds, and thei simpliity n terms of understanding. """"h —
relatives of families. efinition of “relative” across et e European Commission
s - Passive AUM registered more than five-fold Large and the T e
In family the to achieve i oposed on new joint
need to m"y together is uﬂ!onnhy in approach. increase in the last 5-years AUM of ETFs ."d index ""‘d’ E'uropz'can Unmggo{
dictated by a limited agenda of A o 1 ) of aciios 2 pussive s Ivstor alos AR breulbp (W) vo-¢ €150 billion ($157.76 billion) to lend to
protecting the entity and the The writer Is a chartered accountant EU governments for defence as part of
an overall €800 billion financing effort to
—_— boost Europe’s defence capabilities.
an leaders are under huge
. .
thehindubusinessline. B President bonaid rnm;:‘:eﬂ,‘::?(:
r v ™, , 2 power has delivered a rude wake-up call
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. o Al %;}lﬂycmml blindly rely on
- P n.
March 5, 2005 : Them borrowing would go towards
han © coporstes @ BasksMls B Als @ N @ Retal bulldhngpnn-uumpe-nc.p-hﬁky
Industry can help frame benefit tax rules: FM w15 W actve B passhe TP ot tan 0ild wnd shver £1Fs domains like air and missile defence,
Addressing a Cll post-Budget meeting, the Finance Minister, Me P lery systems, missiles and
Chidambaram, irvited industry to woek with the Revenue Department for However, retail participation is on rise ETFs tracking domestic equities hold the lion's share ammunition, drones and anti-drone

framing the rules on the fringe benefit tax besides ensuring that legitimate
business expenditure is not brought within the ambit of this tax.

Retial investors” fofls growth (oambers in crove)

Sub-classification of passiee funds ie ndia (W-age of AUM)

systems or to address other needs from
cyber to military mobility, the

Index Funds 12 ETFs I Commission said.

il dismi i petiti ETfs- Somastt “Itwill help Member States to pool
The Telecom Dispute Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) on Friday Debt 15% demand and to buy her. This will
dismissed the petition filed by Reliance Infocomm against the Rs 150-crore % reduce costs, reduce ation
penalty imposed by the Government and said that Reliance Infocomm has Increase interoperabiliry ll\d strengthen
‘clearly and deliberately’ breached kicence norms and put national security in Index Funds our defence industrial base,
jeopardy by reuting international long distance calls as local ones. + Dedt Commission President Ursula von der

10% Leyen said. She did not give a detailed

Rahul Bajaj to quit as Bajaj Auto MD timeframe, but said spending needed to
The mantle of Bajaj Auto Ltd is to now fall on the shoulders of the fourth ETFs- Gold & Slver be Increased “urgently now but also over
generation. The Chairman and Managing Director, Mr Rahul Bajaj, 66, on Friday Domestic ETFs alonger period of time over this decade",
said he would like to step down as managing director of the company and 60% 6% EU leaders will discuss the proposal ata
make way for his sons to take hands-on control, He said elder son Rajiv Bajaj, pecial summit devoted to defence
who is Joint MD of By Auto, will take over as MD from Ageil 1 Soarce AMF *ETFs ather than gold and sdver ETFs lpendlngan'l'hundiy
@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2645

EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01, Permission te neglect 02 Greek architectural 01, A dealing of Providence, hell to a writer: it's ona 02, Greek order one to destroy icon (5)

church rute (12) order (5) whirl (12) 03,16, The boy isn't &t home, he simply fades

08. Degigned to punish () 03,16, Dies away (6,3) 08 1ve to follow play an words & forms by way of away (63)

09, One whose lsnguage is 04. A newcomer (6) punishment (8) 04, Tyro to whom depravity is unknown (6)

Russian, Polish ete (4) 05. Not lawful (7) 09. An Eastern European who stops short of being 05. It's not legal to be urwell with ane twitch

11, Film award (5) 06 In spite of which (12) bonded (4) turning up (7)

12. Early English writer (7) 07, Diary engagements (12) 11. Boy awarded nothing but the mark left by cut (5) 06, Stll, it will at 1o time be, lest she is put out (12)

13. Nominate (4) 10 Dried grass & 12 Church might have been a cure for this writer (7) 07. Top men in past were respansible for the posts (12)
15. Irritation (4) fodder (3) 13, Such as 11 is Christian (4) 10, Starts harvest, acquiring your fodder (3)

19, Shelled ) 14. Masgui A tickle ‘e might consider an impediment (4) 14. The French badly need an operatic song, having

20, Put a tag an (5) disease (7) 19. Gangster's girl gave us hirst course of snal (7) the fever (7)

22. Rule, pattern (4) 16503 20, Taglord frst gave to second son (5) 16.5¢e 3

23.Smirks (8) 17, Sacred beetle (6) 22 It's the standard held by seamen or marines (4) 17. Credit Saab with producing Beetle? (6)

24, Practice of hghting 18 A culmination (6) 23, Faces pulled show that I'm Grace's undoing (E) 18. Culmination of claim made before ten (6)

craft (66) 21. Salted pig flesh (5) 24.What is cast actively doing but peactising ringeraft? (6,6) 21. Essayist brought home by bread-winner (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2644

ACROSS 1. Sapped 8. Loose 9. Mustang 11. Trundled 12, Jelly 15. Keen 16. Ink 17. Iris 19. Scope 21, Fuselage 24, Eyelash 25, Stick 26. Darned




