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Careful curation
Bihar's electoral roll revision risks
excluding short-term migrant voters

ihar's ongoing Special Intensive Revision
B (SIR} of electoral rolls by the Election

Commission of India (ECI) has drawn
criticism from political parties, and rightly so,
The enormity of the task, the short duration, and
the strict eriteria for verification could result in
the wrongful exclusion of likhs of voters, The
ECI's statement that only ordinary residents
would qualify for inclusion in the electoral roll
has raised concerns, particularly among O-W-u
tion parties. Critics argue that it would be di
for migrant voters — an estimated 20% of Bihar's

Socialism, secularism are the spirit of the Constitution

ndis’s Constitution is not merely a legal
document. It is the embodiment of the
ideals and the aspirations of a nation that
was forged in the crucible of an
anti-colondal struggle, Among its most
fundamental principles are socialism and
secularism, values that are not confined to the
Preamble alone but which are woven throughout
its text, reflected in the Directive Principles of
State Policy, in the Fundamental Rights, and in its
wery structure, Recent calls by the leadership of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
leadership to remove the words socialism and
secularism from the Preamble are not just an
attack on semantics but is also a direct assault on
the foundational vision of the Indian republic
itself.
Thie RSS General Secretary made this call
recently under the garb of eriticising the

voting population - to be present for verificati

during the window that ends on July 31, and
creates a high Emhnbilily that they could be
struck off the rolls, The Representation of the Pe-
aple Act, 1950 states that "A person absenting
himself temporarily from his place of ordinary re-
sidence shall not by reason thereof cease to be or-
dinarily resident therein”, and manuals on elec
voral rolls add that such people will be trested as
ordinary residents as long as they possess the
ability and intention to returmn, This means that

there must be caution in removing the names of

migrants, especiilly those who are away from
their place of residence for a short period.

The issue becomes more complicated with
long-term migranis. In Bihar's case, there is a sig-
nificant section of the voting-age population, es-
pecially males, migrating for work, This becomes
evident when parsing voting data from the 2024
general election in the State, revealing a unigque
electoral dynamic. Bihar is a State where more
women trned out to vote than men in absolute
numbsers (for every 1,000 men there were 10I7.5
women ), even though there were more regis-
tered male electors on the rolls (for every 1,000
men, there were only 9i7.5 women). This electo-
ral dynamic was observed in Jharkhand, and to a
lesser extent in Himachal Pradesh, but nowhere
wis the difference starker than in Bihar. There is
good reason to believe that many of the absentee
mile electors were registered in their home con-
stituencies in Bihar but were unable to retum on
polling day, drastically lowering the overall tur-
modst rate for men. These slectors were likely pant
of a large migrant cohort that included many
ger-term migrants. The SIR must carefully parse
such electors and ensure that only longer-term
migrants are removed from the rolls - not an ea-
sy task, For longer-term migrants, meaningful re-
presentation requires their vote to be registered
where they currently reside and work. Migrant

workers are integral to the economic engines of

several States, and their political voice should be
more impactful in holding representatives ac-
countable for their everyday challenges there,
rather than in their native places, The ECI's SIR
must balance these principles, Ideally, such a
process should ke more time than the one
momnth that the ECLhas allocated for it,

which happened 50 years ago, as the
words socialism and secularism were added in
the Preamble under the Constitution (42nd
Amendment) Act, 1976 during the Emergency. It
s a deceitful move by the RSS to invoke the

inorder to di lit these pri
especially when it colluded with the Indira
Gandhi government during that time for its own
survival, To use that event in history to now
undermine the Constitution reflects the RSS's
hypocrisy and opportunism,

Reflected in the Preamble and beyond
Socialism, in the Indian Constitution, is a
commitment (o social and economic justice, the
eradication of inequality, and the creation of &
‘welfare state. The Preamble promises “Justice,
soeial, economic and political” to all citizens, and
seeks "Equality of status and of opportunity ™. It
underlines the fact that even before the 42nd
Amendment, the spirit of socialism was always
present in owr Constitution,

There were significant efforts in the Indian
Constitution to increase the freedoms of
and to reduce the inequalities prevalent
society. The Fundamental Rights were major
steps in that direction, Article 14 guaraniees
equality before law, Article 15 prohibits

iscrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste,

sex, or place of birth, Article 16 ensures equality
of oppartunity in matters of public employment,
These rights, read vogether with the Preamble
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and Directive Principles, enshrine a vision of a
society free from exploitation, where the dignity
of every individual is upheld.

The Directive Principles of State Policy have
the clearest articulation of the socialist vision, in
the Indian Constitution, Articles 38 and 39 clearly
lay it out, and is further explained in Articles 41,
42 and 43, These provisions are not just
uspnrallmal m,- have guided landmark
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The call 1o
erase soclalism’
and “secularism’
from the
Constituton is
a caleulated
move (o have
an oppressive
maporitarian
stale

nd judicial interp in India.

Suculur!-im in the Indian (‘:mslitutnn is not
mere religious neutrality but the positive
assurance that the state will treat all religions
equilly, protect the rights of minorities, and
ensure that no citizen suffers discrimination on
the basis of faith, The original text of the
Preamble, even before the addition of the word
secular in 1976, had already promised “Liberty of
thought, expression, beliel, faith and worship”
and "Fraternity assuring the dignity of the
individual..”,

Under Fundamental Rights, Articles 25 w 28
prewide the Right to Freedom of Religion and
further underscore the secular nature of the
Indian Republic, Articles 20 and 30, on Caltural
and Educational Rights, too reiterate this. These
articles ensure that the state neither identifies
with nor privileges any religion, and that every
citizen, regardless of faith, enjoys equal rights
and protections, Even the Supreme Court of India
has repeatedly affirmed that secularism is part of
the Constitution’s ‘basic structure’,

The Basic Structure Doctrine was introduced
in 1973 in the Supreme Court’s landmark
judgment in Kesrvananda Bharati, It holds that

Comnstituent Assembly, the Constituent Assembly
debates themselves and the lived experience of
Indlia's glorious anti-colonial freedom struggle all
testify that these values were central to the vision
of the Republic’s founders,

Thee Comatitution’s commitment to social and
economic justice, equality, and fraternity is
inherently socialist. Its guarantee of religious
liberty, non-discrimination and minority rights is
inherently secular, Even if the words socialist and
secular (the word secular was there in Article
25(20a) even before the 42nd Amendment) were
to be removed from the Preamble, the
Comatitution”s core philosophy, structure and
provisions would remain unchanged in their
essence,

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's final speech to the
Comstituent Assembly on November 25, 1949,
offers profound insights that reinforce the
argument that the notion of equality (which
forms the foundation of the ideas of socialism and
secularism) is embedded in the Constitution’s
spirit and structure. B.R. Ambedkar's words
remain a guiding light against any attempt o
dlilute these foundational values,

The real agenda has been exposed
The R5S's demand 1o remove socialism and
secularism from the Preamble of the Constitution
s a caleulated move o undermine the very
foundations of the Indian Republic, It exposes its
long-standing agenda to replace the Constination
with a veiled Manusmriti, subvert the secular
democratic republic of India, and create a
theocratic Hindu Rashtra, The attempt to erase
and ism from the Preamble is an

while Parliament can amend the Consti it
canmeot alter its fundamental structure, e, the
basic structure of the Constitution is inviolable.
As mentioned earlier, the 42nd Amendment
which introduced the words socialism and
secularism in the Preamble of the Constinution
wis enacted in 1976, three years after this historic
werdict. Yet, the additions could be made
precisely because they did not vielate the basic
struciure of the Constitution.

Inseparable from the Constitution's fabric
I fallacy to claim that socialism and
secularism in the Preamble of the Constitution
are mere ‘additions’ or “impositions” from the
19705, The Objective Resolution of the

attempt to rewrite history, to delegitimise the
begacy of India’s anti-colonial freedom struggle,
and to pave the way for an oppressive
majoritarian state,

Thee Comstitwtion of India is a living document
that is designed 1w secure justice, liberty, equality,
and fraternity for all. Socialism and secularism
are the pillars on which the edifice of the Indian
Republic stands, To attack them is tw attack the
wery soul of India’s democracy, All those who
cherish the values of the freedom struggle - a
struggle that the RSS was not part of - must stand
united in defence of the lofty values of the
Comstitution, and resist any attempt to destroy
the idea of India,

Opening new doors for Parliament’s library service

n recent years, disruptions have been the

hallmark of parliamentary proceedings in

Inclia, It is almost easy o forget that
Parliament is not just a seat of politics. It is where
policy is made and autopsied and the
povernment is held accountable by people
chesen to do so,

Legisluting on complex and diverse issues,
from economic reforms and climate change
national security and emerging technologies is a
ing task. The key is to have access to

Murder most foul

resort o violence 1o extract
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carly 15 years after the Supreme Court of

India described custodial tormre and
deaths as the most heinous erime com-
mitted by men in uniform, brutal third-degree
treatment of suspects remains a chilling reality,
Embaldened policemen, with contempt for pro-
cedure, show no hesitation in resorting to vio-
lence, not just within but also outside police sta-
tions. In Tamil Nacu, the recent death of a young
man, Ajith Kumar, who was detained and twr-
tured by a special police team, in plain clothes,
for alleged theft in Sivaganga district, under-
seores the deeply ingrained authoritarian and in-
timidating nature of the police force. The impun-
ity with which he was detained, without a formal
plaint or the regi of a First Infi
tion Report, illustrates just how normalised such
disturbing behaviour has become in policing, Un-
der the direction of the Manamacdurai Deputy Su-
Efl'mtund.m!l of Police (DSP), Ajith Kumar was ta-
:n by the team to several secluded spots and
subject to lathi blows to force him into confessing
to have committed the theft — a woman visiting a
temple in Maday rj:u.!lrum Tl asked him to park her
car; she later claimed that jewellery in the car
was missing. Ajith collapsed under the brutality
and the theft remains unproven. Justice 5.M. Sub-
ramanian of the Madras High Court (Madurai
Bench) aptly said, “It is almost police-organised
erime... Very crudely, we have to say it is the state
Killing its own citizen."

Most victims are from oppressed back-
grounds, making them easy targets, In this case,
pes at a coverup failed due to protests and
itical outrage, With the custodial murder of a
ather and son in Sattankulam durmg the CO-
VIDA9 pandemic stll frosh i
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin wast i
age control. Seven policernen, including the DSP
were suspended; later, five were arrested. The
case was transferred to the CBIL Mlndful of a pol-
itical fallout, with the 1 ions nine

world-class research and referral services, The
Parliament library is one of the best in the
country, Its services are used by research
scholars, but only a handful of Members of
Parliament (MP) use it, say MP's past and present,
The Parli Library and Refe
Research, Documentation and Information
Service (LARRDIS) is prompt and efficient - an
MP recalled how his online query about the
speeches made by another MP during his 15-year
parliamentary tenure led o all of them being sent
to his email inbox within three days. Inputs,
however, are limited to what is contained in its
now entirely digitised volumes. "It s nota

research organisation or an academic institugion,”

was how one MP described the role of LARRDIS,
But this gap is now filled by organisations such as
PRS Legislative Research with its Legislative
Assistants i Membsers of Parliament (LAMP)
felloweships,

OF the 800 or so MPs in Parliament, at any
given point, only between 40 to 50 MPs have a
LAMP fellow, Lauded for its immense value
addition and effectiveness, LAMP nevertheless
has finite resources — fellows spend a short time
with MPs, Therefore, many MPs rely on political
aides or external consultants for research, With
House di; i devolving § i into
political combats, many political parties also
supply their MPs with talking points, This means
that inputs to MP offices can be partisan or
lacking in expertise or facts, resulting in debates
that may lack analytical depth,

The good, the bad and the ugly of LARRDIS

Sw h n

s with Chase
Advisars, a public
policy advisary firm
in Mew Delhi

s with Chase
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Developing
LARRDIS into 2
research hub
will enrich

archives of Lok Sabha proceedings, committee
reports, and rare books (even introducing a

service in 2023 wo share articles wrlm.-n hy MPs
with others), its services are f

studies on social challenges, connects legislators
with scientists and citizens, and runs training
programmes, France's Parliamentary Office for

reactive. MP's must submit lL‘qIJI!SI[I]I'Is l.‘llhﬂl in
person or online.

Thie volume of reguests by MPs for information
surged from 150 in 1950 to over 8,000 in 20§59,
Yet, LARRDIS operates largely in a silo, with
minimal partnerships with uni ities, think

of Scientific and Technological
Options (OPECST) and Mexico's Office for
Information of Science and Technology for the
Congress of the Union (INCyTU) serve similar
roles,

LARRDIS could emulate this proactive

tanks, or consulting firms, This isolation limits its
ability to provide proactive, anticipatory policy
analysis and predict trends. It has also limited
in-house research capacity.

Too meet the evolving demands of Indian
demoeracy, there is a need for LARRDIS to evolve
into an agile, forward looking, and inclusive
research hub, making the best use of some of the
premier academic institutes in the country. Tewill
enrich India’s legislative process,

Other parliamentary research services
Established parliamentary democracies have
dedicated research units that provide lawmakers
with authoritative, objective, and timely
information. According to the Guidelines for
Parliamentary Research Services by the
International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA) and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), a holistic
research function within the system ensures
confidentiality, neutrality and instituwtional
me )

The European Parliamentary Research Service
(EPRS) eollaborates with think tanks, academic

artners, and other parliamentary services to

ild a diverse knowledge repesitory. It maintains
an accessible website housing reports and policy
digests. The EPRS tracks global trends affecting
the European Union (EU), provides initial
appraisals of European Commission impact
assessments, and produces “Cost of Non-Europe”
reports assessing benefits of EU-level common
action,

Argentina's Scientific Office for Legislative
Advice {0CAL) informs Parliament about

60k Hre appn_:ach. _[‘znnu_rshipswith )
academic institutions for policy-relevant studies
o address complex and emerging issues such as
Artificial Intelligence governance or climate
change can be one option,

The IPL highlights such eollaborations in
eountries such as Benin (Africa) and Colombsia
(South America), where embedding scholars
co-puthor technical papers for enhanced research
guality. t attaches groups of specialists and
research fellows to parliamentary committees.
Sweden has the .k.w;clatmrlul‘\d[‘w and

(RIFO), for facili dialogue
between lawmakers and researchers.

Building an institutional asset

A phased and consultative approach that is
aligned with global best practices would be the
ideal route for restructuring LARRDIS. LARRDIS's
mandate, eligible users (MPs, citizens),
turnarcand timelines, and confidentiality
protocols need 1o be delineated. Talent from
think tanks, academic institutions, consulting
agencies, and experts from organisations such as
the World Bank, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, and the United
Mations Development Programme can add depth
o its work,

‘This is not merely an administrative reform. It
is an investment in the quality of lawmaking,
accountability, and governance, For a complex
country such as India, the cost of misinformed
policy can be staggering. A state-of-the-art
research service woulbd bridge the mf[nmmrm

Etry between
enhance the quahty of debutes, s.nd ulmngth.un
the trust of citizens in parliamentary processes,

months away, Mr. Stalin apologised to the vic
tim's mother. Solatium was offered, includi
cooperative society job to his b
housing plot to the family, Mr. Stalin sai

such incidents are "unforgivable” and “unjusti-
fiahle” — views he has not aired in suspected cus-
todial death cases in the past four years, Howey-
er, these measures alone will not bring closure to
the families. As directed by the High Court, he
must ensure there is action against senior police
officers, if their involvement is proven. A fast
track trial is needed. 1t is tme for the law-keepers
o fall in line and for such killings o end.

o

While LARRDIS has heen active in digitising India’s legislative | scientific and technological options by

parliamentary records such as creating PDF Processes collaborating with external institutions, conducts The views expresed are personel
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A danger to d cleanup or a On the other hand, such a palliative care" (Editorial concern, Batween old-age Rables vaceine shortage

It is deeply shocking that clean-out of voters, stance may come at a page, July 3). Pallium India, homes and family-based | am writing this letter to

the ‘Special Intensive P.H, Hema Sagar, strategic cost for already Trivandrum has been care, India needs mid-level express concern over the

Revision of Electoral Rolls Secimnderabad tricky India-China relations. successfully undertaking aped care homes such as shortage of anti-rabies

in pnll -bound Bihar is set to The deftness with which palliative care in India. In 'Pahal Veedu' [day care vaccines in Chennai's health
hise a significant The ‘Tibet test’ India walks this tightrope the family structure of the centre) for the aged, Models | centres. With rising cases of

percentage of voters, This For New Delhi, it is time for without making aped, having friendly carers such as the one in Thrissur, dag bites and the potential

massive planned pruning a test — this time, it's the COMmpromises on strategic at home remains a critical Kerala, can be replicated risk of rabies, there cannot

raises serious doubts about
the intent behind the SIR,
When such large-scale
deletions eccur without due
diligence or public
awareness, democracy
stands threatened,
Therefore, the Election
Commission of India is duty
baund to explain to the
nation whether the SIR is a

Tibet test ['World' page,
July 3), With the 14th Dalai
Lama explicitly asserting
that his successor will be
“decided by a trust, [and]
not the Chinese
government”, this
represents yet another
strategic challenge, wherein
MNew Dethi morally needs to
back the "honoured guast™

autonomy will determina
how much India scores in
the Tibet test,

Mishat,

Merw Dethi

Palliative care model

I write this letter as a retired
professor after reading the
article, "Integrating
compassion, priofitising

part in good palliative care,
The plight of the loneky
aged is what is cause for

across India,

D, M.P. Boralan,
Gandhigram, Tamil Madu

Coavectisns & Clarificatisns

 sentence in an article, *Using tech to empower women and chil dren®
['Opinian page; July 2, 2025, should have nesd: “The Maternal Mortality
Haate hasdoclined to 87 per 2,00,000 births (2018-30) from 130 per 100,000
births [2034-16]" In bath, instances, it was not 1,000 births, as published.

Th Hessders’ bt s ofice am b cntucta by Tebaphares
e €

be delays in treatment in
the event of being bitten.
There also needs to be
public awareness
campaigns on past-bite
measures,

Swetha V.,

Chennai

Letters emalled o
lettersithehindu,co.in
must carry the postsl address,
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Is U.S. imperialism a threat to the world?

PARLEY |

wring the 12-day war between lsrasl

and Iran, the UL5. struck three

nuclear fac in Iran in violation

of international laws. This
unprovoked strike is the Latest in a series of
unilateral military interventions by the U5,
across the world, including the illegal
occupation of Irag under the pretext of possible
weapons of mass destruction, and the
occupation of Afghanistan. 1s 1.5, imperialism a
threat to the world? Prakash Karat and
Happymaon Jacoh discuss the question ina

sation moderated by Vighnesh P.

Venkitesh, Edited excerpis:

Is the U.S. pushing its imperialist agenda
especially after President Donald Trump's
return to the White House? If so, how?

Prakash Karat: Yos. The background to this
effort by President Trump is the decline in U5,
hegemony and the crisis of neoliberalism which
has affected the U.S. and the world. With his
‘America First’ policy, Mr. Trump is squeezing
even his allies. He is trying to revive the UL.Ss
dominance and hegemony, which is important
fior him.

Happymon Jacob: American hegemony has
been under challenge for some time. The U.S.,
the world's sole superpower, has in the past and
is today engaged in aggressive military
behaviour against regimes that it has issues with.,
1t has violated the international order and
international laws that it helped create in 1945,
But it is behaving like any country that
accumulates too much power. It is purswing
what it believes are its interests, because it has
the power to do so. [ am not condoning this; I'm
simply saying this is how hegemons behave. In
SOITIE WiEys, the Trump administration’s use of
not even well calculated towards an

ust random and reckless,

DDywthiullhnU.S 's dominance is
China's ad ima

asrenewables and electronics?

PK: The corollary to the decline in LS. power is
the rise of China - its economic power,
technological progress, and global political
influence. The effort that Mr. Trump is making
now did not start with him. During the Obama
and Biden presidency, too, the U.S. was focused
dealing with this strategic threat from China. So
the LS. definitely sees China's rise as a threat.

H]J: There has been a structural decline in
American power. The LS. is a $30 trillion
economy and China is a $20 wrillion economy,
No other country is close to either of these two
in some ways. So, the ULS. is certainly rattled by
China's rise and the decline of its own power
internationally. There is a structured rivalry ora

U.5. President Donald Trarmg delivers an address to the nation after the U5,
struick Iran's ruclear facilities, He is sccompansed by Vice President 100 Vanoe,
Secretary of State Marco Rublo, and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. reuters

new Cold War that is brewing, But having said
that, let me also argue that if tomorrow there s a
comsensus between the U.S. and China about
how two great powers must behave
internationally, that will create difficulties for
other rising powers such as India.

PK: For the American ruling class, dealing with
the China threat will become the central focus
again. The opening salvo was the tariff war. The
U5 finds it difficult to pursue that because
China stands firm and does not succumb to tariff
threats. | think the Trump administration will
start shifting focus to the Asia Pacific region. The
rivalry between the U.5. and China will become
one of the key features in the coming days. The
rise of China is the only alternative pole, and the
U5, will try to continue to do something to
comtain China.

How will a bipolar or a multipolar global
order fare for other rising regional powers?

HJ: The problem with having two poles — the
U.5.Jed pole and the Chinaled pole - is that
rising powers such as India, Brazil, and South
Africa tend to have less agency. What is probably
more useful is a multipolar world order with
more consensus-building and conversations,
and where the United Nations is not overruled
by countries with more power. While great
power consensus is a problem for countries
such as India, great power competition is also
gning to be a problem for us. It is not an easy
ehvoice for ws and it is going to be more
comtested and more chaotic as the years go by.

PK: What is good for India would be growing
multipolarity and us playing a role within that.
But the reality is that India has got more aligned
with the 1.8, through the Quad and other
economic and defence ties. If we had been able
to have a more independent foreign policy and
Tetain strategic autonomy, we would have been
able to take full advantage of this growing
multipolarity. But after the U.S. bombed Iran,
India refused to condemn the attacks, which

The problem with having two poles — the
d pole and the China-led pole — is
[|Lll rising powers such as India, Brazil, and
South Africa tend o have less agency. What
Is probably more useful is a mulidpolar
world order

HAPPYMON JACOR

tintermational liw. India also

elf from a statement from the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
condemning ksrael's attack on Iran. We are
clearly getting aligned with the U5, and Israel.
W are not in 4 position to take advantage of the
growing multipolarity in the world tday.

H]J: In terms of security, India has China as a
neighbour. China has territorial claims vis-a-vis
India and we have had conflicts with China in
the past. If we have a challenge next door, we
need friends and that could be Russia, the LS.,
France. If we do not have friends, our ability to
meet our security needs will be susceptible.

At the end of the day, in an anarchic
international system, states have to look after
their owm security. If we are convinced that the
Global South, the 800, or the BRICS countries
are going to support us diplomatically and
politically when we are in trouble with another
couniry, we are going to sort of support them.
During the recent Pahalgam attack and the
stand-off with Pakistan, not too many countries
stood by India. Some say that is because India is
too multi-aligned. lsrael appears to have stood
by India then. This is not to condone lsrael's
excesses and the killing of innocent civilians in
Gaza as well as its attack on Iran, but at the end
of the day, the question we should ask is, who is
going to stand by us when there is trouble in our
own neighborhood.

PK: That's a valid concern. But despite India
having such close ties with the 1.5., Mr. Trump
said after the Pahalgam incident and the conflict
with Pakistan that the U.5. had intervened to
settle matters. The US, will start treating us like
an ally in the way it has always had Pakistan as
an ally. This is one of the risks that we take by
aligning ourselves with the geopolitical interests
of the U5, in Asia, India has become a member
of Quad. If Quad becomes a security alliance,
India's capacity or opportunities in a multipolar
world will shrink.

Will India’s efforts to be non-aligned affect
“IE mll: ufﬂllll:s and other gmnpmﬁ |n
the LS.

H]J: There should first be a prioritisation of
imterests first. In an anarchic international
system, the priority is the security of a country.
The SC0 s a China-dominated entity in some

ways, and India and China are not the best of
friends. BRICS has expanded to such an extent
that the countries within it don't agree with on
another on most issues. While Lam all for
multiple groupings in the international system
that can offset and balance unipolarity and
hegemony, I'm also concerned about jumping
on the bandwagon of too many of these, which
may not necessarily lead to anything.

PK: | agree that the SC0 is not a regional body
which will be of great use to us, but it is also
something which we cannot opt out of because
of Pakistan. BRICS shows that there is a potential
for the countries of the Global South to get on a
collective forum and articulate their interests,
notwithstanding the fact that many of them may
not have commonality of interest in all isswes,
When we are a part of BRICS, and a country in
the BRICS is subjected to aggression, we should
at least take a stand and say ‘no, we are against
this". We can't say we are neutral. If we want to
really make these forums represent the
minimum interests of the countries of the Global
South, then we should be able o take a stand at
least regarding attacks on territorial sovereignty.
When we have a strabegic alignment with one of
the big powers, our claim of being a
spokesperson for the Global South pets
completely undermined. India's strategic ties
with the U.5, hampers the great potential and
the role we can play in a multipolar world,

‘What role will the Global South play in the
future, especially with Mr. Trump's agenda?

PE: Whether it is the reciprocal tariffs or the
trade war that Mr. Trump is launching, the real
victims are going to be the countries of the
Global South. Most of them are going to be really
badly affected. Their economies are going to
suffer. There will be loss of jobs and serious
financial problems. In the coming days, India
should be part of the mainstream Global South
resistance which, I'm sure, will develop. India
must be able to work out a clear strategy to be
part of the mainstream Global South, whether
it's the debit crisis, trade imbalances, or climate
chiange, as all these things are going to get
aggravated due to the policies being adopted by
the Trump administration.,

HJ: In an age where we have multilateralism
failing, we need alternatives. Minilateralisms and
alternatives like the Global South have a
responsibility to come together, talk about the
issues that much of the humanity faces, and do
something about it. The failure of
multilateralism is another reason why the Global
South must survive.
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Access, the greatest asset of a
reporter

The life of a credible reporter involves a constant balance between

rarnering access and maingaini

the credibility of our byline

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

f a reporter's currency is their by-

line, their greatest asset is access —

whether to leaders in corporate In-
dia, to officials within the government, to
oF to sportspersons. However, ac-
a complicated thing. It imvolves
hulldlng trust and establishing contacts
over the years. It is equally shaped by
how a reporter and the organisation they
work for are perceived.

After a stint in a smaller, digital-only
media platform, 1 returned to The Hindu
recently. The difference in access is stark.
Back then, 1 would struggle to chase after
companies, big or small; and 1 would
have to cajole them to comment on a
news development. Sometimes they
would give me interviews, but more often
than not, they would ignore me for days.

The same thing happened with go-
vernment officials. As | enjoyed a perso-
mnal rapport with some of them, they were
open to having conversations. But those
who did not know me did not care,

Now, the situation is different. The
same companies [ had hounded, and the
several others that 1 did not, seem all too
eager to organise “relationship building
meetings', For every data release or poli-
cy development, 1 get bombarded with
quotes and press releases on what the
heads of these companies have to say.

The government's attitude has also
changed, though not as radically. While
earlier requests for meetings with Secre-
taries and Joint Secretaries fell on deaf
ears, they are now entertained.

However, this is not a privilege | take
for granted, since 1 have seen what hap-
pens when one does that. My first stint at
The Hindu coincided with the time when
Arun Jaithey was Finance Minister. Jaitley
gave reporters more or less a free writ o

cM
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roam the halls of the Ministry for stories.

This policy carried over briefly when
Nirmala Sitharaman took over as Finance
Minister. However, it soon stopped be-
cause the privilege was grossly abused. It
was brought to the Minister’s attention
that several reporters were ordering food
from apps to be delivered directly to
North Block, which not only houses the
Home Ministry, but is also located oppo-
site the Ministry of Defence and the
Prime Minister’s Office. Some reporters
went as far as to tail government officials
on their way to the bathroom, hoping to
get a quote from them.

Ms. Sitharaman decided to go the oth-
er extreme. She banned entry of all me-
dia persons to the Ministry, unless they
had an official appointment. Those ap-
pointments, too, became rare. It took the
media several years to regain her reluc
tant trust. Things are still far from where
they were during Jaitley's ime, but they
are certainly better than what they were
in 2019,

Access also depends very much on the
jourmalist’s work. Once | reported a fool
ish remark by a Minister. The news item
was carried on the front page and [ was
immediately blacklisted. I no longer had
access even offthe-record insights. 1t f-
nally took a change of personnel in the
Minister’s office for me to regain some
semblance of access. The attempt to gain
[Ereater access remains ongoing.

Several media houses and journalists
have ample access to officials simply be-
cause they write what the government
wanits them to. But the life of a credible
reporter invobwes a constant balance bet-
Ween gamering access, our prime asset,
and maintaining the credibility of our
byline.

shiarad raghavanithehind.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

In the grip of Bonalu fervour

[N

Adevotes canies a ‘honam' o earthen pot at Golconda Fort during the Bonalu festival in Hyderabad. Decorated with wimerc and wermillion, the bonam caraing rice cooked
wiith milk, sisgar, and neern leaves, which te given as an offering to Goddess Kall. Bonalu is & major month-lon g festival celebrated acnass Telangana, SDoHT THAKUR

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 4, 1975

Connors, Ashe to meet in finals

London, July 3: Defending champion immy

Comors and Arthur Ashe won their semifinals

in the nearly Rs. 196 lakhs Wimbledon tennis

championships to-day and became the first

Americans to meet in the finals since Jack

Kramer beat Tom Brown way back in 1947,
Top seed Connors in a display of tennis

v
FROM THE ARCHIVES % M

mastery that awed the capacity of 15,000 in
Centre Court tamed Roscos Tanner's 140
mile-an-hour service with a dazling display of
ground strokes and beat him in 75 minutes
64, 61, 6-4. In the other semi-final, si
seeded Ashe beat Australia’s 16th seed, Torry
Roche, in a comparatively tedious two hour
and 50 minute marathon 57, 6-4, 7-5, 849, 64,
Connors, an overwhelming favourite to beat
Ashe, now is better than even money to
become the first champion since 1938 to win
the singles without the loss of a set.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO JULY 4, 1925
The situation in China

Cantom, July 3: A Commission of 16 persons has
been formed to conduct the National
Government including the son of the late Dr.
Sun Yat Sen, as a Minister of Communications,
The oath adjures the Commission to follow Dr.
Sun Yat Sen's political will. All foreign consuls
except the British and French were invited.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Amount for road

Total tax breaks

joining Agra-Lucknow
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Women removed from

ext&Context

The length of

proposed in the USs

Maharashtra

and Purvanchal

In 7 crore, The

4 775 project, appraved

2 ina meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
alms to enhance connectivity across major
reglonal corridors, The proposed
expressway will be constructed in six lanes
and span 49.96 kilametres, m

Big Beautiful Bill

government scheme

Ethiopias new mega

Highest score by an
Indian batsman in a

dam on the Nile

In trillion dollars. The
4.5 BOD-plus page bill proposed

by the Trump
administration seeks to Intraduce massive
apending and safety net cuts along with
tax breaks, The package includes 1.2
trillion in cutbacks to Medicaid health care

and food stamps. w

were government employees, have been
beneficiaries af the Mukhyamantr Ladki
Bahin scheme. Under the scheme, wonsen
from 21-65 are given a financial benefit of
71,500 threugh direct benefit transfer, a

2,289 1,

wamen, who

Ethioplan Renaissance Dam (GERD) is
complete and will be afficially inaugurated
In September, It was canstructed on &
S4-billien budget and will be used for
electricity and development projects, we

I kilometres. Prime Minister
Aty Ahrmed said that the
145-metre-high Grand

Test in England

India captain Shubrman
269 Gill scored a superb

malden Test
doubsle-century against England during the
second Test at Edghaston, The 25-year-old,

surpassed Sunil Gavaskar's 221 at the Oval
back in 1575, m
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What are some of the focussed initiatives and innovative programmes introduced to e
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T.N.s health sector: feats and challenges

Maruthuvam' scheme and how has it helped in tackling non-communicable diseases? 1s the health workforee stretched beyond measure?

EXPLAINER

Serena me M.
The story so far:
amil Madu has consistently
ranked high in the health
sector. A robust public health
system, 11,000+ institutions at
the primary, secondary and tertiary care
levels and scores of pioneering schemes
have snabled the State to stay ahead in
many of its key health indicators. Despite
such achievements, the State’s health
in the midst of a brewing crisis —
a crisis fueled by a high number of
vacancies, a strained workforce, and a
lackadaisical attitude towards
long-pending demands of doctors.

How has T.N. healthcare fared so far?
Owver the years, the State has made
significant strides in expanding its health
infrastructure and improving health
outcomes through focussed initiatives and
innovative programmes, while prioritising
core areas of maternal and child health,
and prevention and controd of infectious
diseases. In particular, it has scaled up
interventions targeting
non-communicable diseases. Its flagship
scheme, ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam'
(MTM), has taken screening and drug
delivery for conditions such as diabetes
and hypertension to people's doorsteps,
while community-based cancer screening
programmes have also taken off.
Moreover, the Tamil Nadu Medical
Services Corporation streamlines drog
procurement and supply for government
hospitals; the Transplant Authaority of
Tamil Nadu (formerly Cadaver Transplant
Programme) regulates the process of
organ allocation and maintenance of wait
lists; and the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy
Maternity Benefit Scheme provides
financial assistance and nutritional
support to pregnant women belonging o
econamically and socially disadvantaged
sections. Schemes such as the Chief
Minister's Comprehensive Health

Insurance Scheme have enabled better
access to healtheare, especially for
advanced procedures and surgeries such
as organ transplants for the poor,

What gains have been made?

Such focussed measures have enabled the
State to steadily bring down its maternal
and infant mortality rumbers. As per the
State's Health Management Information
System, the Maternal Mortality Ratio
stands at 39.4 per 1,00,000 live births
(2024-2025), a dip from 45.5 in 20232024,
while the Infant Mortality Rate fell from
8.2 per 1,000 live births (2023-2024) 1o 7.7
in 2024-2025. The under-five mortality
rate has also declined from 8.9
(2003-2024) to 8.2 during 2024-2025,

On its part, the MTM has demonstrated
an improvement in the management of
hypertension and diabetes in the State.
Amaong adults with hypertension, the

Hospital blwes: The Government BSRM Lying in Hospital in Rayapuram, Chennal, Tamil Nat. RacL. i

propartion with blood pressure control
rose to (7% (previously 7.3%), while
among those with diabetes, the
proportion with blood sugar control rose
1o 16.7% (previously 10.8%) respectively.
These achievements are the outcomes
of a resilient healtheare systern that was
built brick by brick over decades and
stood the test of time during the COVID-19
pandemic. But certain deficiencies have
surfaced in the State's public health
sector, stemming from failures in
addressing the needs of its workforce,

‘What are the unmet needs and gaps?
Diespite exponential growth in terms of
‘health infrastructure, there has been no
proportionate expansion in the
workforce. Delay in filling up vacant posts
{across different levels) and lack of new
posts’ creation have left a dent in the
sector. The health sector, ncluding at the

primary care level, is rurming the show by
redeploying/diverting doctors and staff
nurses to various facilities,

A crucial cadre of T.N.'s public health
system are its Village Health Nurses
(VHN), who play a vital role in maternal
and child healthcare. As per the latest
afficial data, 2,013 posts of VHNs (of the
8,713 sanctioned) and 1,251 posts of
Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (of the 2,057
sanctioned) are lying vacant. There has
been an inordinate delay in filling the
vacant pasts due to legal issues. VHNs
spearhead antenatal care, delivery
services, post-natal follow-wp and
immunisation. Instead of serving one
village (population of 5,000 to 6,000 as
per norms), each VHN is now covering at
least two to three villages each. Facing an
acute crisis, they have been rising
concerns about falling behind in maternal
and child healthcare services.

0m the other hand, there is a growing
concern about the shortage and skewed
distribution of specialists in the State.
Government doctors have been asking for
an increase in their workforce as per
patient strength, according o norms
prescribed by Indian Public Health
Standards. Many of them note that there
is a huge rise in patient inflow to
government hospitals, but no
commensurate rise in staffing. In the last
four years, the State recruited some
3,500-0dd medical officers to its primary
healtheare (point of entry) but is yet o
address specialist shortfalls at the
secondary and tertiary care levels. In
particular, there is a huge deficit in super
speciality cadre such as for cardiothoracic
surgery and vascular surgery.

Additionally, contractual recruitments
and proposed models for public private
partnership in service delivery, such as
for haemodialysis, are facing stiff
opposition among the existing workforce,

For a State like Tamil Nadu, which
takes pride in dvanced health
infrastructure, a discontent and stretched
waorkforce is detrimental in many ways. It
could affect performance, patient
outeomes, and public trust.

cpand Tamil Nacu's public health sector? What is the ‘Makkalai Thedi
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Makkalai Thedi Manthuvam
(MTH) has taken screening and
drug delivery for canditions
such as diabetes and
hypertension to peaple's
doersteps, while
community-based cancer
screening programmes have
aleo taken off,

-

A crucial cadre of T.N.'s public
hiesalth system are s Village
Health Murses [VHMN), wha play
awvital role in matemal and
child healtheare. As per the
latest afficial data, 2,013 posts
of WHNs [of the 8,713
sanctioned) and 1,251 pasts of
Auiliary Nurse Midwives (of
the 1,057 sanchianed) are lying
waLanL.

-
Government doctars have been
aching for an inerease in their

warkforce as per patient
atrength.

Can the Supreme Court halt
an Act passed by a State?

What did the Supreme Court mandate in the Nandini Sundar case onJuly 5, 20012

R.E. Vij

The story so far:
isposing of & writ and
contempt petition, the
Supreme Court in Nandini
Sundar and Ors. versus State of

Chhattisgarh held that the ing of an

Act by the State of Chhattisgarh,
subsequent to its order, cannot be said o
be an act of contempt of the order passed
by the Court.

What did 5C order of July 2011 state?
The Supreme Court, on July 5, 2011 issued
an order stating that the State of
Chhattisgarh shall cease and desist from
using Special Police Officers (SPO:
activities, directly or indirectly, aimed at
controlling, countering, mitigating or
otherwise eliminating Maoist activities.
The Court ordered the State to recall all
firearms isswed to any of the $P0s. The
order said that the State shall take all

™
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appropriate measures o prevent the
operation of any group, including but not
limited to the Sabwa Judum and Koya
Commandos,

The Court also directed the Union of
India to cease and desist from using any
of its funds in supporting, directly or
indirectly, the recruitment of SPOs for the

ses of engaging in any form of
counter-insurgency activities against
Maoists, The Court concluded that the
appointment of inadequately paid and
illtrained SPOs engaged in checking
Manism was violative of Article 14 and
Article 21 of the Constitution.

Why was a contempt case filed?
Consequent to the Supreme Court order
of July 2011, the State of Chhaitisgarh
enacted the Chhattisgarh Auiliary Armed
Police Forces Act, 2001, Section 4(1) of the
Act provides that an auxiliary force shall
be constituted ‘to aid and assist the
security forces' in the maintenance of

public order and preventing, controlling
and combatting Maoist/Naxal violence
and insurgency, etc. Section 5(2) of the
Act further states that the members of the
auxiliary force ‘shall not be deployed in
the front-line positions of an operation
and shall always work under supervision
of the security forces...”. The provision of
compulsory training for a period not less
than six months, is also prescribed under
the Act. Only those SPOs, who would be
eligible as per these prescribed
yardsticks, were to be inducted into the
auxiliary force (by screening committee).
The legislature thus had addressed all the
concerns observed by the Supreme Court.

However, it was argued by the
petitioners that the said enactment was
not in consonance with the Court's arder
and therefore amounted to contempt of
Court.

Why was contempt prayer rejected?

There were reasons for rejecting the relief

Erlday hile 4 e

sought by petitioners. One, the Supreme
Court took cognisance of the fact that all
the directions issued by the Court had
been complied to by the State of
Chhattisgarh and necessary reports were
submitted.

Second, the Court said that every State
legislature has plenary powers to pass an
enactment so bong as the said enactment
was not declared to be wltra vires of the
Constitution. Any Lliw made by Parliament
or a State Legislature cannot be held as an
act of contempt. The Court clarified that a
legislature has the power to pass a law, to
remaove the basis of a judgment or
walidate a law which has been struck
down by a Constitutional Court, This is
the core of the doctrine of separation of
powers and must abways be
acknowledged in a constitutional
democracy. Any piece of legislation
enacted by a legislature can be assailed
anly on the twin prongs of legislative
competence or constitutional validity,

In Indian Aluminiem Co, versus State of
Kerala (1996), the Supreme Court
observed that Courts must maintain the
delicate balance devised by the
[ itution b the three g
functionaries. The Court therefore held
that unless and until it is first established
that the statute so enacted is in opposition
o constitutional law or otherwise, it
cannot be struck down,

RK Vij is a former IPS officer and views
are personal.
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The Suprerne Court, an July 5,
2011 issued an order stating
that the State of Chhattisgarh
shall cease and desist frem
using Special Police Officers
(5POs) in any activitles, directly
ar indisectly, almed at
cantralling, countening,
mitigating or etherwise
eliminating Macist activities,

-

Cansequerit to the Supremme
Cowrt order of July 2001, the
State of Chhattisgarh enacted
the Chhattisgarh Ausiliany
Arrned Police Forces Act, 2011,

-

It was argued by the
petitioners that the sald
enactment was nat in
cansanance with the Cawrt’s
arder and therefore amaounted
o contemgt of Court.
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Aatlll frar 'Jurassle Park' UNRERSAL PICTURES

Back in the flesh: Jurassic Park’ and the
dinosaur renaissance

Oveer three decades a

wtched spellbound as o towering
hiosmurus gracefully reared up
o nibble treetops, while John

" score swelled lke God

g Steven Splelberg's
genre-detining blockbuster rewrote the
cultural DNA of dinosaurs forever,
eransforming them from textbook
curlosities into Hollywood royalty. An
entire generation developed an
unshakable ohsession with creatures that
b been extinet for 65 million years, All
because of a movie,

For a film that opens with a mosguite
wrapped in amber, Jurassic Park has aged
with surprising elasticity, It hud the
muitkings of a pulpy B-maovie, but the
magician in Spielberg spun it into
something imeless, Ever i been
re-spun, rebooted, and rebranded across
three decades,

The schence, even then, was flimsy.
Toaorhymehites rutilus, the species of
mosguito shown, doesn’t even suck
Bilood. And DNA degrades far oo quickly
o survive millions of years. But that shaky
premise has since evolved from sclence
fiction, to “sclence eventuality,” nllwul
modern-duy scienee, While ext
dlinesaur DNA from fossilised inse
remain i fantasy, the real world has been
inching closer to that cinematic magic.

Teonie special effects

OF course, the magic wasn't all Splelberg.
Stan Winston built animatronics with
blinking eyes, breathing chests, and skin
stretehied over robotic bones. Industrial
Light and Magic's (ILM) groundbreaking
handled the weght and gait of
atures that had never been seen
before, using a special ‘Dinosaur Input
Device' 1o puppeteer thelr movements

» Steven Spielber

digitally. Just 15 minuwtes of dinosaur
sereen tme was enough to reshape how a
lon imagined prehisioric
vy s tha while furassic Park

ol for s ty, it also
ir amount of things wrong, The
ors were scaled up o nearly
double thelr actual size. The T. Rex's
vislon, contrary to Dr, Grant's faimous
whisper, was not based on movement; it
likeely haed binoeular depth perception and
could smell you coming a mile away. Most
egregiously far modern eontclogists,
the dinosaurs were Fes less, greyish
reptiles, missing the eolourful, bird-like
wraits we now know many had,

Bt Jack Hor o real-life
palasontologist who nspired Alan Grant,
saw the bigger pieture. In his words, the
movie wasn't a documentary, but a
doorway to suspend all dishelief. Yet, over
time, the franchise leaned deeper into
American militarydndustrial fantasies,
The recent les hawve given us
weaponised Velocimprors,
genetically-engineered hybrid killing
machines, and a Mosasaur the skee of o
buntleship, Behind the seenes, consultants
still fought w keep the schence honest,
Some succeeded (the Pyroraptor from
Jurasste World Dorminton ly had
feathers) but the overnrehing 'scary sells’
mnehite rema Pink-plumed, birdlike
dinosaurs, no matter how accurate, just
dlidn't test well.

The palacontology renalssance

In the years following the film's release,
palacontelogy experienced a renadssance,
The so-called “Jurassic Park Effect”
rurned easual eurdosity into career paths,
Children who once saw dinosaurs as static
Images began imagining them as
dynamic, intelligent, and even graceful
ereatures, Universities saw a spike in
students declaring interest in prehistoric

‘s blockbuster legacy tumed dinosaurs into pop cultural icons,
usher in a realworld reckoning over the morality of resurrecting the dead

Hie. Museums were packed again.
Dinosaurs were, suddenly, the coolest
things ever,

The ance unamumng fheldd relegated to

.Ilbd perhaps most Im|m
Gavernments and insti
Investing more seriou n
pulacontological research, emboldened
by a public that was suddenly it
dinosavrs, Belore Jurassie Park, new
dinosaur specles were disc E
of maybe three or four per v ailay,
that number hovers around 50, Whe:
digging in the deserts of Mongolia or
seanning fossils with particle accelerators,
researchers rode the wave of public

ion the film helped ignite.

Which is exactly why the furassic World
secuels sting a litle. They're fine as
popeorn flms, but they ve dane
mare, The original reimagined how the
world saw dinosaurs, The new films
played it safe, recyeling Eumiliar nostalgic
Emages rather than reflecting what sclence
hal since uncovered. Sure, they'll sl get
somie kid to Google “Indominus Rex v
Splnosaurus”, but it's hard not o feel 2
Hitle let down by what could've been,

=

Om the ethics of de-extinction
Aurassie Park did something more
speculative and slippery by Introducing
the waorld o the concept of
“de-extinction.” Today, we live in a time
whiere resurrecting lost species no longer
sounds entively impossible
founder of Colossal Bloscier
the woolly mammaoth will wi
2028, His labs are working with
DNA, comparative genomies, and somathe
cell nuclear transk the same sclence
that cloned Dolly the sheep, now
wurbochurged with robotics and Al The
ostensibbe gonl his been o resurrect
extinet species o seed ecosystems with

ki a sclentific awakening, and helped

keystone .ummh His team s also
simultaneously attempting to revive the
dodo, the th thee T nian Devil,
or Taz from Looney Tunes), and
potentially use artificial wombs for
reproduetion the closest thing we
have to el InGen, though

unsurprisingly, not everyone is optimistic.
Some question the ethics of creating a
sinple livin nal just to prove it can be

done, Others worry about the un e
consequences of gene editing, including
evalutionary whiplash, cellular chaos,
and the specter of designer organisms
being commodified.

Theresac
Park warned us about the
turning nature into a spe
becoming the most breathtaking
spectacle ever made, A m wln' that staged
a caathonary tale
prehistoric DNA

how Jurassic
s of
while itself

at
gly seems to whisper, "Why
it captured, maybe accidentally, the
hape of our cultural newrosis; the
maniacal desive to control nature, a belief
in technelogieal omnipotence, and a
tendency to moralise after the fact.
Perhaps the cruelest cosmic twist is
that the plastic toy dinosaurs clutched by
children today — those mass-produced
echoes of Splelberg’s creatlions - are, Ina
wery real sense, made of dinosaurs, Fossil
Fuels, derived from ancdent organic matter
lguefied over millennda, have been
moulded into choking hazards and Hapgy
Meal replicas of the creatures, These great
beasts who once walked the Earth now
circle in a perfect closed loop of
commiercial mythmaking, Caplralism, ke

lfe, finds a way.

DAILY QU

The first quiz in a multi-part series on the Indian National Movement

Prathmesh Kher b

QUESTION 4
Y Upan cenviction
QUESTION 1
Wihleh tribal community

Led a rebellicn in

[T

[

QUESTION 2
Under which Act was
Bahadur Shah Zatar
el Iy thie Risd Fort In

QUESTION §
What was the
codename far the

attempted pan-lndl

[
Visusl

FTLTH uprising agalnst
'Y Britlsh rukbe during
QUESTION 3 World War | in 19157
Which indian
revolutionary ralsed an QUESTION &
early verslon of the
Indian flag at an
International saclalist headed the
gathiring in 1907, Providianal
arking India’s of India
assertion on the workd | set up in Kabul in
stoge? 19157
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This Kerala ruler, pertrayed by Malayalam actor Mammeotty an the silver screen, waged &
13-yaear guerrilla war againgt the East India Company, Nams him, AL reomng

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1, This gentbeman played In the
first-ever Test cricked innings and scored &
century, Ang: Charles Bannerman from
Australia

2, Narne this athlete who set o world record In the
woimin's B00-matre race | 1983, Ans: Jarmila
Kratochvilava (800 m In 1min, 53.28 seconds)
3, Theis bagketball player scored 100 points in &
slnght game lar the Philadelphia Warrars on
March 2, 1962. The late Kobe Bryant came closest
1o this mark with these many points, Ans: Wilt
Chamberiain; 1

A, This Enghish euistit wis the undisputed King af
early snooker, Ans: Joe Davis

5, This French football striker holds the record far
thee mcat goals in a single FIFA World Cup
tournament, Ans: Just Fontalne

Wisual: This American athlete redefined hs sport
with o single, breathtaking performance
Alcknamed “the leag of the century,” Ans; Bob
Beamon for long jump

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Sddhactha
Viswanathan| Haridas Pal| Abhay Krighan| Plyali
Tuli

FROM T

Know Your
English

K, Subrahumanian
8. Upendran

“My father and | went to the new
restaurant yesterday, We didn't really eat
all that much, But we got a bill for 5000

“That must have knocked your father
for a loop.”

“Knocked my father for a loop! I've
mever heard that expression before,”

“That's not sury Kok
someone for a loop' is

was getting a divorce,
Thee news really knocked me for a loop.”
it upset you terribly.”
that's righ
"When | heard that one of my
smates had been arrested, it knocked
me for a loop. Can | say that?®
“¥es, you can. You could also say, ‘It
threw me for a leop’, You can either
“knock someone for a loop', or ‘throw
someone for a loop'. Both are
aceeptable,
] s,
“In your case, the questions that you
your physles exam always throw
1 loop,”

Mo oo good,
ppany kn't doing too wel
management bs trying to pension off some
of the old people,”

“Pension off ? You mean these people
are being fired?"

"Nol! No! When you pension off
somecne, it means you retire him/her
with a pension.”

Is your boss golng to pension you
off?"

“1 hawen"t worked long enough to get a
pension! The company that my best
friend works inr has pensioned off many
ol its wiorkers.”

“Sounds pretty serlous. Does this mean
that you will not be asking your boss for a
makse in the near future?”

Wou're right. 1 won't be asking him for
a rabse, Neither my friends nor the
manager is planning to ask for one,

“Shouldn't that be *Neither my friends
mor the manager are planning to ask for o
rakse'?"

Mo You see, when you have two
subjects joined by either 'or’ or ‘nor’,
then the verb you use is determined by
the subject that comes after ‘or’ or ‘nor’.
Far example, in the sentence 'Neither my
im-nd:l nor the manage

"...the subject that comes after ‘nor’ is

‘e
actly! Since "manager” is singular,
the verb that follows it should be singular
as well, Therefo IIu- verb that follows it
s *is" and not
1 see, Bu mpmm-ls.w Elther the cat
or the dogs,
“In this since the plural subject
“dogs’ Tollows 'or’, the verb.,.”
hat follows ‘dogs’ must be plus
the eat or the dogs have

“Rut lr you reversed the order, you
would sy, *Either the dogs or the cat has
waten the meat’”

Pulished in The Hindu on February
25, 1997,

Word of the day

Woebegone:
warn and braken down by hard use; affected by
ar ull of grisf or wee

Syn ONYIMS: croaky, decrepit, derelict,
flearbittan, run-down

Usage: mat s a woebagans ald shack.

Pronunciation:
newith, live/woebeganepro

International Phonetic
Al pha bet:fwwblpnﬂ.f

Foor feedback and suggestions for
Tt & Contit, pleade write bo
letters@thehindu.co.ln
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweelkly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of bath sides, to inform the debate

C R Sasiumar

Itis feared that the conflict between Israel-US and Iran could push Iran towards nuclearisation.
What would a nuclear-armed Iran mean for West Asia and the world?

Nuclear Iran is
best bet for peace

It would be less dangerous than
an Iran that feels cornered, insecure, and
conventionally belligerent

HUSSEIN BANAT

THE PROLIFERATION OF nuclear arms isa
et hoss for global peace and security It raises
the risks of accidental war, empowers au-
thoritarian regimes and undermines
decades of nonproliferation efforts. From
bath a moral and strategic standpoint, it is
betber for Iran not to get the bomb,

But what if it does? This is not a predic-
tion nora policy Ieisahypath-

Juin 17

the perfiect case in point.

Anuciear ranwould alter this dynamic.
First, it would constrain Israel’s freedom of
military action, The assumption that Isracli
ar LIS strikes will go unpunished — or that
Tran will absorh blows without escalating
—would no longer hold, A credible lranian
determent would inject caution into Isracli
planning, especially in moments of political
recklessness or brinkmanship. 1t would
make the cost of war explicit. And history
suggests that when adversaries both pos-
sess nuclear weapons, they become more
risk-averse, not bess.

Second, a nuclear weapon could mod-
erate lran's behaviour. This may sound coun-
terintuitive, but again, history offers prece-
dent. Once a state has sl:rur!:danucll:ar

its need to rely
i tactics — prawics, insurgencies,

esis grounded in the counterintuitive logic
of deterrence theory and shaped by the fail-
ures of decades-kong Western policy that
Thave prioritised sanl:nuns I|mam:| engage-
ment, covert

covert operations — tends to decrease.
Muelear security allows for strategic matu-
rity. India after 1998, China after 1964, and
even the Soviet Union in the late Cold War
pcnud — all became more status quo-ori-

security i

nd s revish 5um5uuc|mr

lslamlr Republic. i
hility, | want to raise the umwnlnmbﬁ;hut
mecessary question: Might lran's acquisition
of anuelear deterrent actually bead to maore
stability in the Micldle East?

At the heart of this question lies a para-
i as old as the nuclear age, Scholars and
strategists alike — from Kenneth Waltz o
Bernard Brodie — have
paointed out that the sheer

Possession of the bomib

benevolent, but it does hau:tm act like a
state: Accountable, strategic, and aware of
its v vulnerability,

‘Would Iran follow this pattern? It's im-=
possible ta say. The regime is idealogically
drivenand repressive. But it is also calculat-
ing. Its leadiers have repeatedly showna ca-
pacity for pragmatism
wihen the survival of the

Tebegram Channel hitps:! G+ fUY KqlAFHBAwMGOL

It makes the world
more dangerous

At atime when international norms are being
reshaped, Iran developing nuclear weapons could
increase volatility in West Asia and beyond

KABIR TANEJA

IN THE MID-19505, 1srael’s first prime
minister, David Ben-Gurion, initiated the
couritry's nuckear journey, Amicdst stiff op-
paosition from its principal supporter, the
United States, and with discreet help from
France, Tel Aviv built its nuclear pro-
gramme by the end of the 19605, Today,
Israel is widely known as a non-declared
nuchear weapons state, This exclusive sta-
tus is often compared to lran's nuclear
programme of today, which was targeted
by US President Danald Trump on June 22
s B-2 stealth bombers of the US Air Force
dropped 14,000 kg bunker-buster bombs
on three of the country's nuclear sites —
Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan.

Iran's nuclear programme has been the.
centre of delicate political brinkmanship
for years. It began under the rule of the
former pro-West Shah of Iran,
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, and was
pitched as civilian in nature, developed
around former US President Dwight D
Eisenhower's "Atoms for

raised fears that Iran was rushing towards
a nuclear weapon as it pushed back
against the JCPOA. Under Trump, lsrael
eventually found success, as whispers
about intelligence suggesting Iran had
materials tobuild nine warheads reached
Trump's ears. Trump ignored even his
own intelligence apparatus, which had
aired doubts,

The Israel-lran conflict is now central
to the region's security debate. While
speculation continues over the kind of
damage the US air strikes have really

caused, and how miich of a sethack has

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If Russia prevails in its war of aggression, it will not be because of lack of
Ukrainian resolve. It will be because of American fecklessiess.”

= THE WASHINGTOMN POST

Two quizmasters,
on the facts

Facts are important. The need today
is also to train people tosiftout
misinformation and propaganda

LER( 3
BY DEREK (OYBRIEN

TWO QUIZMASTERS IN conversation.
Derek OBrien: This is the first time
we'ne doing something like this. Thank
you, Siddhartha.
Siddhartha Basu: t's the first time
ewer the both of us have been together,
and I'm delighted,

DOB: You and | met just three years
ago. And it was such a beautiful oecasion.
W had dinner at home, You started Quiz
Time in 1985, [ was 24, you were 31. You
were doing television shows, and | was
maore into stage shows before [did TV, Yes,
bt we only first metin 2022 And it's been
5o lovely.

SB:| mtlunkl'\dlnhr:al that from you,
because your family has been right at the
farefront of open quizzing. Let us chat
about the whale business of the pur,
of general knowledge, quizzing and life
lessans, oo,

DOB: It's very interesting that you've
used the word “bausiness”. For you and me,
it was business. But the interesting story
is how it moved from a hobiby into a basi-

eSS,

SB: Prannoy Roy used to jolee with me,
“You'll always be a Bong yaar”, because he
thought | wasn't businessman enough.
W hadn't thought of it that way, but, for-
tunately, the business followed.

IDOB: Yies, from 1967 to the 19805, no-

bady ever charged a rupee for a quiz, You
and 1 dic.

SB: You know Quiz Time or a national
inter-college quiz wasn't my idea; | was

raped into it by happenstance as a host. |
ked tocame for 10 mi o jusst

give an introduction, Twas inand out, And
then, one month later, they said, “Why
don't you be the quiz master for Rs 1,000
anepisode?” Heft my jobinstantly, My son
was yet to be born and | ook the plunge.

Dm While wurking for eight years in
i I

been dealt to p
the path forward could also dl:l:l.'lt‘l'll‘l.‘
nuclearisation instead of deterring it. The
impact of nuclear weapons dictating the
strategic calculus in West Asia will
not be geographically limited — it will be
global, Arguments around the validi
nuelear weapons and their relationship
to the protection of sovereignty and
power cannot be dismissed. Especially at
a time when international norms put in
place predominantly by the West after
World War Il face a potential collapse.
The latter is giving rise to a strategic c
culus of "might is right” for the future.
And there is no better deterrence than a
nuclear weapon. Recently, North Korea

has proved this.
‘Whether Iran remains adamant on
gaining nuclear deterrence is an open-
ended g after the

Peace” initiative. Tehran

recent strikes, Israel will

destructiveness of nucear
Weapons creates powel

incentives for restraint.
States that possess nucioar
weapans are often more
cautious, not  less.
Deterrence, for all its risks,
thas worked. The Cold War
did not tum hot, despite

A credible Iranian
deterrent would injece
caution into Israeli
planning, especially in
moments of political
brinkmanship. [t would
make the cost of war

regime is at stake, as evi-
denced by the ceasefire
that ended the lran-Irag
War in 1988, the nuclear
deal in 2015, and the most
recent ceasefire with
Isracl. Anuclear deterrent
rmight compel the [slamic
Republic te modcriu:

ratified the Treaty on the Irrespective of who do il; best to preserve ;‘b

Non-Proliferation  of Lo newfound status as the

Nuclear Weapons [NFT)in holds power m T"h_m“' region’s primary military

1970, committing to not the |1’1"'1‘«‘|I131|“}""l a power, Irrespective of

attaining nuclear weapon — URANTMOWS view lhat who holds power in

capabilities, Allits Arab 0 on e w i g Teh con-
|

neighbours are also signa-
tories to  the NPT
Internationally, only a
handful of nations, includ-
ing lsrael, India, and
Pakistan, remain outside
the agreement’s ambit. [n
2003, Iran's Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei, isswed a fatwa

the only way to prevent a

repeat of Jute 2025 may

solidify. A domino effect

could then play

where nuclear shi
Arab, Iranian,

and Iseacli — cannot
be discounted.

servatives or ultra-conser-
vatives — the probability
of a unanimeus view that
nuclear weaponisation is
the only way to prevent a
repeat of June 2025 may
solidify. And if this hap-
pens, a domine effect
could play out where nu-
clear shields — one Arab,

miultiple crises. India and explicit. History Fram within, as i
Wbt Ryaivasha Mg Ratwtien  SEUSL BT £
avoided Fullr-yscall: conflicc adversaries both possess lghr Middle East is al-
sinceboth becamenuclear  nuclear weaponsthey  ready a nuclearised envi-
pqu's..ﬂnd_l"_lwtl\ Korea, bhecome more risk- ranment. lsrael hi_s_ the
by e notle. kel by
vention while pursuing of delivering nuclear
strategic bargains with the striloes. Iramoperates under
autside wo cunmntnlstﬁmal thmai The qucsrlun [
Tran today is boed i jially —mil- A=

itarily inferior to Isracl, diplomatically iso-
lated hwmhc\M:!.ind mmm»callydw—

itisnot—| hlwlv:ﬂlcr it wwtlbcnm sta-
bileifiran, tDu.had the kmdddctcrmmha:

a:alrdhy i |u||.|||u||||.l||u.1| |

I‘nn:l: ener il fe i acting.

and severe i |
sanctions hedoed

ot
T | should still be dipl

not anly by rival Sunni states like Saudi
Mrabia | asin Yemen) but also by an emibold-
ened lsrael (since Dctnbn 7,2023) thx now
oo itary str

campaigns on [ranian targets with near im-
punity. The result is a hyper-militarised de-

l:ngagnnﬂtannsmnnﬂ.and regional dia-
logue, But if those efforts fail — and they are
failing — then we should at least ask: Would
a nuclear lran be less dangerous than a cor-
nered, insecure, and convertionally belliger-
entone? A nul:lmrlmmiym:ll freeae the

is asym-

metrical and unstable. lsrael enjoys nuclear
superiority: Iran relieson proxies and grey-
oo tactics o exert influence and respond
o threats. This imbalance has produced
endless escalation cycles — from Syria o
Gizamthc: Persian Gulf — whﬂtmiscalc\l—
o full :The

it, and that may
e the best peace the region can hope for.

The writer is associate professorof
Intermational Studies a the Harmilton Lugar
School of Glabal and Intemational Studies,
Indiana University, and the muthor
Df.ww:d Books on lran's palitical

16l LIS-Ira refiations

necent | Z—FIay warbetween lear

E Whats Chanmel hitps:/fwhatsal 1:|m|’\.hl|1nc|n'|30"9\"nl|2\"]th‘|ﬂt TKI |f|IJ|JL1|?]
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against nuclear weapons,

This, within lranian polity,

is seen as strong anindict-

ment against nuclear weapons as possi-
ble coming straight from the idealogical
leadership. But today, Iran may be on the
cuspof exiting the NPT,

Abroader nuclearisation of West Asia
has been a subject of discussion for many
wears, and in more contemporary times,
Iran has been at the centre of this. Tehran's
nuclear brinkmanship could arguably be
mare related to protecting and sustaining
the political system set up post the 1975
Islamic Revolution than the bomb itself 1t
used this strategy to pull in Western pow-
ers, negotiate, and mainstream the state
backinto the international system via the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
[ICPOA) in 2015,

However, questions over its enrich-
ment activities under the NPT have lin-
gered for years, rising suspicion, fear, and
anxiety about Iran's intent, especially in
Israel. Over the years, lseael has publicly

- ananst indiansyoracecam BeEE Bl

o Iranian, and a puhllrly

an agency, Ouilvy,

ing quizzes on weekends for a fee, Rs
2,000 a quiz — for Maggi and Bata, This
was inthe late 1980s,

SB: Since you mentioned the Maggi
Quiz, the largest ever live ground quiz |
have done was the national finals of the
Maggi Quiz at the Indira Ganchi Stadium
in Delhi for 15,000 kids. | want you to
rewind o when the first open quiz was
conducted by your father, Neil,

VOB In 1966, my dad, who was in his
30, was sent by his employers to the LK
My parents were there for three months
and that is where they were exposed to
University Challenge, a quiz started in 1962

The kocal parish in Kolkata used to have

acontest forone-act plays. 5o, Neil and his
cousin Errol came up with the idea to
change that to an inter-parish quiz. And
sowas born India's first open quiz, the
Edidie Hyde Memarial, The Bournvita Quiz
Contest on TV came in 1993, Then you and
Amitabh Bachehan, with Kaun Banega
Crorepati, ok quizzing to another level,

SB: Kolkata has been the capital of
quizzing. The city had many quizzards and
a number of them came later on
Mastermind, which is another show that
| was doing. But then | think there are all
those people who know the strangest
things about the strangest things. I've al-
ways been averse to the term trivia, be=
cause | don’t think it needs to be about pe-
ripheral information,

DOB: Taday, it's not just the recall of
knowledge which excites young people,
“Can | speak better English? Can | feel con-
ficherut 7™ That is where young people are
moving to.

§B: What has become terribly impor-
tant now is ko have contextual knowledge

t
mation and propaganda is out there, And
‘WhatsApp University. How do you train,
particularly young people, but also our-
sedves, to have our antennas up... on an-
other note, because even your brothers
{Andy, Barry) have been quizzing, tell us
about growing up.

DOB: My father would always tell us
to read, Thenwrite it down. That will help
yourecall. He had his diaries, so he would
read, and be would write,

§B: Mote it down?

DOB: Yes, Write it down as a quiz ques-
tion in a diary. From 1967, he's had all
these questions. 5o you never have topre-
pare for a quiz when you're setting a quiz,
For all the research you do, whether for a
quiz or in Farliament, there is a simple
rule: You need three authentic sources.

SB: Minimum. Reliable, Authentic
SOURCES.

DOB: Yes, verified sources. And that is
where the authenticity comes in. So do
not forward information you receive on
your mobile phone. Check first.

SB: It is incumbent on everybody o be
sure of the facts before they spread it or
just forward it.

DOB: You receive a piece of informa-
tioan, you put it on your family WhatsApp
group without checking, and you are the
editor who is putting it out. 5o you have
to be careful.

§B: Fact-checking for anything that is
shared publicly has now become very im-
partant, and every body needs to be able to
doit at their level.

DOB: | have enjoyed this comversation.
I really want the two of us to do a couple
of quizzes together — for a good cause.
And whatever we raise from those quiz
shows, we willl give to a charity of our
chaice.

SB: | accept, let's figure it out.,

The writer is MP and keader, All India
Trinamaool Congress Parfiamentary Party

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BIN THE BILL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Kill the bill
(IE, July 3). The fake news bill in
I and its provisions ane some-
what similar to the Centre's Fact
Chieckirg Unit {FOU )L which was struck
donem by the Bambay High Court as un-
canstitutional Any n 4
! isinformation should have defi
nitional clarity, especially with respect
to methodology, The lack of published
uidelines also makes it hard toevaluate
whether the law is actually reducing

acknowledged
— cannot be discounted.
Farmer prime minister of Pakistan
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto perhaps best de-
scribed a cornered state's vision of what
nuclear capabilities can provide and how
it can be marketed to a population. In
1977, accarding to various accounts,
Bhutto said, “A Jewish bomb, a Christian
bomb, now a Hindu bomb, Why not an
Islamic bomb?" Pakistan is the anly nu-
clear Islamic country, and its know-how
in this regard is widely accepted o be
transferable to its Arab partners such as
Satidi Arabia if need be. In the end, attain-
ing nuclear weapons in today's day and
age is not a technical challenge but a po-
litical decision that has long-lasting ram-
ifications. West Asia should make such a
decision cautiously and wisely,

aceeptance lies akind of peace. mans, the furry
Thee writer is deputy director and fellow, Aerika Singh, Chandigarfy [Eksha Srhvastava, i
Strategic Studies I’ngmnmz
Observer

it simply suppressing
freespeech, This not only posesa consti-
tutional problem but also animplemen-
tation gap.The bill should be binned.
55 Paul, Nodia

ENDURING SUFFERING

THIS REFERS TO the article, Imagine
Sisyphus Happy' (1, July 3}, The pawer-
ful picce demands a slow and reflective
n:\-n:admg. It mu\n:d me to tears, DnJy

DALAI LAMA v CHINA

THIS REFERS TO the article, The Dulai

Lama, his successor, and China' (IE, July

2] The Dalai Lama's recent assertion that

his redncarnation will be decided solely

Iy thie Gaclen Phodrang Trust isa historic
J orincished stand for religi

army. His decision reaffirms the spiritual
and cultural rightsof Tibetan Buddhists,

600 years, China is politicising a decply
religious process. [ts insistence on using
the“gokben Lim" and central government
approval toidentify the next Dalai Lama
is adistortion of religious practice.
Sanjay Chopra, Mafali

PET LOVE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A Furry

‘Trail {IE, July 3. In a weorld wihene mary

won'tlift afngerunless it benefies them,
i 1l

puits hurmans to shame, There ane count-

b di

emer
thrd-wdllusamclr I:alsu !pl.‘\llBtD
those who are still in the micdst of pain,

giving up. Suffering is inseparable from
life. This artiche doesn't romanticise suf-
feeringg but helps us accept it. And in that

who have chosen to carmy on instead af

ing a heart attack, or animals
that risk their lives for others, even diving
into fire. Meanwhile, humans have in-
creasingly become spectators to suffer-
ing, pulling out phones to record acci-
dents instead of helping. Amid rising
apathy, the truest lessons of humanity
arl:h:lngmght tous — not by fellow hu-
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Endocrine disruptors in plastic
waste: a new public health threat

Plastic pollution i

»longer a distant environmental concern; it is a biological imvasion with profound implications for human health;

infiltration of microplastics and plastic-derived EDCs into human bodies is triggering hormaonal disruption, reproductive dysfunetion and chronie diseases

Sudheer Kumar Shokly

Lastics have revolutionised
maodern living with their
comvenience and affordability,

bt this same ubiguity is
spawning an invisible, long-term health
crisis. Beyond choking ooeans and
clogging landfills, plastics are now
imfiltrating our bodies through
microplastic particles and a cocktail of
endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs)

The evidence is clear and deeply
concerning: these substances are
nterfering with our hormonal systems,
chamaging reproductive health and
nereasing our susceptibility to chronic
diseases, including cancer. India, now the
world's largest generator of plastic waste,
stands at the epicentre of this escalating
public health emergency.

Onee considered inert pollutants,
microplastics — plastic particles smaller
than 5 mm — are now recognised as
biologically active. A 2022 study by Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam detected
microplastics in the blood of 80% of
human partieipants. Further, a 2024
study published in Nature Sctentifie
Reports reported the presence of
mticroplastics in nearly B9% of Blood
sarmples in India, with an sverage
comcentration of 4.2 particles per
milliliter. These particles have also been
found in buman lungs, hearts, placentas,
breast milk, ovarian follicular ffuid, and
semen, Alarmingly, testicular tissue in
Invclian men was found to contain three
times more microplastics than in dogs.

The plastics in our lives are not
chemically neutral. They often contain
EDCs such as: Bisphenol A (BPA) and BIPS:
wsedd i water botthes, food containers,
and thermal paper. They also have
Phthalates {(e.g., DEHP, DBEP) that are used
to soften plastics and found in c i

Seterice aof the Total Environment further
supports the connection belween
microplastics and male subsfertility.
Natably, a 2023 stady in Emvironmental
Sctence & Technology Letters reported a
strong correlation between microplastic
levels in semen and decreased sperm
count, motility, and abnormal
morphology in Chinese men. In India,
studies have documented a 30% decline
in average sperm count over the past two
decades.

Acstudy published in Ecotoxicology and
Envirormental Safety (2025) found
microplastics in 14 out of 18 follicular fuid
samples collected from women

toys and IV tubing and PFAS (Per- and
pobyfluoroalky] substances), found in food
packaging and non-stick cookware,

These chemicals mimic or block
natural hormones such as estrogen,
testosterone, thyroid hormones, and
cortisol, They interfere with receptor
binvcling, disrupt gene expression in
reproductive ongans, and induce
oxdcative stress, inflammation, and
apoptosks (oell death).

Animal seudies published in Food and
Chemical Toxioolagy (2023) showed that
even low doses of polystyrene
microplastics disrupted testosterone
levels, impaired sperm production, and
chamaged the blood-testis barrier. Similar
effects were observed in ovaries, where
microplastics reduced anti-Miillerian
hormaone levels, triggered oxidative stress
pathways, and induced cell death.

Microplastics in sperm

Recent elinieal studies from China and
Inclin have linked the presence of
mcroplastics in semen to reduced sperm
count, coneentration and motiliey.
Exppostire to BPA and phithalates has been
wssociated with lower testosterone levels
and elevated huteinizing hormone (LH)
levels — both indicators of endocrine
disruption. A global review published in

undergoing Fertility treat i Iealy.
These particles, along with their
associated endocrine-disrupting
chemicals (EDCs), were found to
compromise egg quality and were linked
to-menstrual irregularities, reduced
estradiol kevels, and an increased risk of
miscarriage. Epidemiological studies have
also linked exposure to phthalates and
BPA with conditions such as polycystic
ovary syndrome (PCOS), endometriosis,
and spontaneous abortions. These
associations have been further supported
by findings published in Advances in
Pharmacoldogy (2021 and Frontiers in Cell
arid Developmental Biolagy (2023),

The International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) now clissifies several
plastie additives as probable human
carcinogens,

Case-control studies from India have
shown that women with elevated levels of
DEHP in their urine face nearly a
threefold increased risk of breast cancer
(odds ratio = 2.97). Exposure to BPA and
phthalates has also been linked to higher
incidences of prostate, uterine, and
testicular cancers,

I adddition to their earcinogenie
potential, these EDCs have been
implicated in metabolic disorders, By
mimicking cortisol, altering insulin
sensitivity, and promaoting fat storage,

EDCs eontribute to the development of
wbesity and type 2 dishetes. Moreover,
PFAS exposure has been associated with
metabolic syndrome, cardiovaseular
lisease, and thyroid dysfunction, as
reported in a 2004 study published in
Fromtiers in Public Health,

Plastic waste in India

India generates over 9.3 million tonnes of
plastic waste each year, Of this,
approximately 5.8 million wnnes are
incinerated, releasing toxic gases, while
3.5 million tonnes end up polluting the
environment, Studies have shown that
residents in cities like Mumbai are
expostd to between 382 and 2,012
microplastic particles daily through air,
food, and water, In Nagpur, doctors are
reporting an increase in cases of early
puberty, respiratory problems, obesity,
and learning disorders in children -
conditions increasingly linked o plastic
pollution. Recent testing by the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCE) detected
phthalate concentrations in drinking
water samples from Delhi, Jabalpur, and
Chennai that exceeded European Undon
safety limits.

Despite progressive policies like the
PMastic Waste Management Rules (2006,
updated in 2002 and 2024), enforcement
remains inconsistent. Current regulations
o mot account for low-dose effects or the
complex interactions of EDCs, nor do
they address the specific valnerabilities of
whildren and pregnant women.

The health burden assoclated with
EDCs in Incia is staggering, costing over
125,000 crore anmually due to increased
healtheare spending and lost productivity.
The poorest populations, often lving near
wiste diimps of working in the informal
reeyeling sector, bear the brumt of this
erists, Globally, the U.S, reports arntal
healtheare costs of $250 billion linked to
plastie-related chemicals, sccording to the
Endocrine Society.

Biomonitoring and surveillance are

eruciil for establishing national
programmes that measure EDC levels in
oo, urine, and breast milk,
Longitudinal studies must be funded to
assess the health impacts of EDC
exposure on fertility, neurodevelopment,
and chronic diseases. In addition, public
awareness needs o be improved, and
behaviour changes should be encouraged,
such as educating people on the risks of
microwaving food in plastic containers
and promoting the use of glass, stainless
steel, and EDC-free alternatives. It s also
impartant to advocate for antioxidant-rich
iets to help counteract oxidative stress.

Further actions should include
enforcing plastic segregation, recycling,
and safe disposal, while investing in
microplastic iltration systems for water
treatment plants, Additionally,
incentivising the development of
hiodegradable, nontoxic materials is
essential to reduce EDC exposure,

Plastic pollution is no longer a distant
environmental concern; it is a biological
imvasion with profound implications for
human health, The infiltration of
microplastics and plastic-derived EDCs
imto our bodies is triggering hormonal
disruption, reproductive dysfunction and
chronic diseases,

The schence is undeniable, and the
time for action is now, For India, the
workd's most exposed population, this is
muore than a policy issue — it isa
generational imperative, We must address
this silent epidemic through
selence-driven regulation, robust
muonibtoring, education, and systemic
change, The health of our people,
especially o children, depends o it

(. Sudheer Kumar Shikla is an

e [ seientist arid bility
expert with over 20 vears of experience in
e | policy, waste

and the eireular sconony, He currently
serves aas hoad-think fank at Mobius
Foundation, New Delhi,

sahekla@ mobisfong )
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Once considered Inert
pollutarts, microplastics —
plastic particles smallers than 5
W = Are Now recognised as
biolegically active, Further, o
2024 study reported the
presence of microplastics n
niarly B9 af blood

samples In Indla

-

Animal studies shawed that
even bow doses of polystyrene
micraplastics disrupted
testosterone levels, Impaied
aperm production, and
damaged the blocd-testis
baarier. Similar effects were
observed in ovaries, where
micra plastics reduced
antl-Millerian hormone bevels,
triggered ouoklathve stress
pathways, and

Induced cell death

-

Theet heealth burden assocl sted
with EDCs In India Is
staggering costing over
125,000 crore annually due o
Increased healthcare spending
and last productivity, This
sllent epldemic must be
addressed through
stlence-driven regulation,
robust monitaring, public
education, and

systemic change

A new BHARAT — establishing healthy ageing parameters for the Indian population

Rupsy Khurana

We don't all age the same way,
bt we all do age., We intuitively
recognise fradlty when things
start to slow down, Ageing un-
folds at different rates, over
time, between  individuals,
within and across populations,
Often, it happens in bursts,
Ageing is complicated, 1t is
driven by molecular and cellu-
lar interactions and is shaped
by one's environment, lifestyle,
and  soco-cconomic  condi
tions, This means one’s chron-
ologhcal age often does not re-
flect how old one's body really
is. Since researchers  disco.
vered in 1935 that ageing can be
altered, they have been looking
for reliable biologieal clues,
cilled biomarkers, that in sola-
thon or together can indicate
how old our bodies are and
how they might respond to fac
tors stich as diet, exercise, ete.
Last year, the Indian Insti-
tiite of Science (115¢), Berngalu-
ru, launehed o langeseale study
called BHARAT, short for “Bio-
markers of Healthy Aging, Resi-
X

lienee, Adversity, and Transi-
tions', as part of its Longevity
India Program, The study aims
to map the physiological, mo-
beculur, and environmental in-
dicators that drive ageing in the
Indian population,

“Wee lack clear information
on what features define or in-
fluence healthy a ! osys
Deepak Kumar Saind, convener
of BHARAT and professor of de-
velopment biology and genet-
bes at 5e, “We are building an
information portal to under-
stand the rules of healthy age-
ing in Indians.”

Worldwide, life expectancy
has risen significantly over the
jpast few decades,

Living longer does not mean
living healthier. Studies have
predicied a 168% inerease in
Parkinson's disease cases in In-
clia by 2050 and a 2000% rise in
dementia across bow- and mid-
dledneome  countries,  Yet
miuch of what we know about
health and disease risk comes
from studies in Western popu-
Lithoris, which means the diag-
nustic toals, bismarkers, and

Closer look: The Indian institute of Schence's BHARAT study alms to mag
Inedicatars that drive ageing in the indian population. STocksoTs

even treatments may not be ap-
tmal for peaple in India or oth.
e nonWestern countries,

Gaps for patients
This limited focus has created a
pap between population-based
biomarkers and diagnostic cut
offs for people in the Global
South. This can lead to misding:
nosks and treatments that do
not reflect how diseases pro
gress of respond o therapeut
fes in ditferent gro
“Western values for choles
tieral, vitamin I, or BI2 may la

bel many Indians as defickent.
Bat are these truly abnormal
within our context? Our study
airms to answer that, We are not
only identifying biomarkers for
healthy ageing but also building
the Bharat Baseline - a reliable
reference for what is normal in
the Indian population,” Prof,
Saind says.

Earlier this year, researchers
from Stchuan, China, reported
in Sedentific Reports that certain
hiomarkers for breast cancer,
such as high levels of high-den-
sty lipoprotein  cholesterol,

could signal an elevated risk in
European populations but may
serve as supportive indicators
in Asians.

“We see differences in in-
flammatory markers, For in-
stance, Coreactive protein (CRIY)
levels tend to be elevated in In-
dians even without acute ill-
ness. This inflammation often
results from early-life infec
tions, environmental toxins, or
chronde nutritional and meta-
balic issues,” Shawn T. Joseph,
sendor consultant, head and
meck surgical oneology, VIS La-
keshare Hospital in Koehd, says,
“Applying Western CRP cut-offs
risks missing early waming
signs of cardiovascular or meta-
bolie disease in Indian pa-
thents,” he adds.

An India-specific database

BHARATs goal s to change
this. Its database will include
genomie biomarkers (like mu
tations linked to disease sus
ceptibility), proteomic and me
tabolic indicators  (reflecting
biologieal pathways and meta
Balic health), and environmen

e

tal and lifestyle factors.
Identifying early warning
signs of agerelated changes
can enable better prediction,
intervention, and potentially
delay the onset of disease,
There s a need for proactive
markers of health, indicators
that can tell when an organ is
functioning below its optimal
level, even if it is not yet dis-
eased, For instance, your liver
age is mare than your chromo-
logieal age. To do that, re-
searchers must sift through
large, many-dimensional data-

siets ane plan to take the help of
artificial  intelligence (Al
models,

“Al and machine learning
are essential o integrate and
analyse layered data to see the
full pieture. It can simulate the
impact of interventions and
augment existing datasets to
improve signal detection that
may otherwise be missed in
high-dimensional, small-sam-
ple stisdies. This will help us
choose the most effective inter-
ventions before launching cost
Iy trials,” says Tavpritesh Sethi,

professor of  computational
biology at the Indraprastha In-
stitute of Information Technol-
oy, Delhi, whao is also one of
the imvestigators of BHARAT,
India’s population s geneti-
cally, environmentally, and so-
cio-ecomormically diverse, Prof
Saini anticipates a few challeng:
o5, including the difficulty of
obtaining  samples  from
healthy adults, securing long:
term government and philan-
thropic funding, and expand-
ingg the study to collect samples
fromm across the country.
(Rupsy Khurana is science
communication and outreach
lead at the National Centre for
Bicdogical Sciences, Bengaluru,
Ehurenarupsyi@gmail.com)

,‘

Far feedback and
suggaitions

for ‘Sclence’, planse wite to
sclence@thehindu.co.ln
wilth the subject

“Dally page'

AR



Business Standard

VOLUME XXX11 NUMBER 67
NEW DELHI | FRIDAY, § |ULY 20325

Research for development
Efforts must go beyond the RDIscheme

The Research Development and R} Seheme, approved by the Union
Cabinet this week, is an acknowledgement that policymakers must find ways to
spark innovation and support it with funding, However, while the scheme is a step
in the right direction, a lot will need to be done and, given the way the scheme is
designed, it may not address some key concerns that hinder India's research &
development (R&D). Indiaspends less than 1 percent of its gross domestic product
(GDP on R&D, while for Chinaand South Korea, for example, it isover 2.5 per cent.
Thus, while India has an enormous pool of tech graduates, many of them migrate
abroad or find employment in roles where they don't use their hard-carned skills,
India ranks 39th on the ghobal innovation indes, which is way below its potential,

Thescheme envisages long-term financing at low interest rates for R&Dthrough
a two-tier mechanism to spur private-sector investment in RDL The top tier, Anu-
sandhan National Rescarch Foundation (ANRE), will handle s corpusof T trillion
through a special-purpose fund, which it will pass on at 2ero of low interest bo o
second tierof fund managers, Tt A tierwill dlist B
jects in the private sector. The idea is to provide growth and risk capital to sunrise
and strategic sectors to facilitate innovation, The scheme is aimed at encouraging
the private sector to scale up RO in sunrise domains and suppont the acquisition
of eritical technologies. In itself, thiswoukd be useful, Comparisons would, however,
arise, for example, with two government institutions that have famously funded
resear: fully. One s the United States Def Advanced hProjects
Agency, or Darpa, and theother s Japan's erstwhile Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (Miti),

Miti performed a robe similar to that envisaged for the RDEscheme for five dec-
ades, funnelling funds inte projects that enabled Japan's private sector todevelop
its formidable techno-industrial base. But Japan already had an educational
system with thriving researchinstitutionsand universities that did "bluesky ™ fun-
damental research across many disciplines, Mit enabled that knowledge andthose
shill sots to be mpurpu«cd and channelled i mtu I.n.du-ttrlal uppllcullunn with L'Um-
mercial value, Darpa funded h " pro-
jeets across America’s universities and research labs, While it was focused on
defence applications, it ly enabled the creation of the internet and drove
R&D into robotics, medical research, and solar power, among other things, by Raned-
ing such projects in universities, Miti looked for retum on investment (Rol),
whereas Darpa funded research without Rol as top priority.

By comparison, India lucks both private corparate funding for R&D, as well as
funding for bluesky RE&TY at university level, One reason for the brain drain from
Indiahas been the lack of opportunities in technical fields, owing to avariety of rea-
sons, including a lack of research grants and delayed release of funds even where
grants are sanctioned, The RDI scheme may address some of the concerns about
private-sector RE&D, though it will be critically important to support the rl,ghl wOM
of projects. [t isworth noting that great b i aities ot of i
rather than large corporations, Predictably, the success of the scheme will depend
on the kind of organisation and projects that ae funded, In this regard, it is impor-
tant to focus on small, agile firms engaged in technology research, Lange corpar-
ations usually have the financial wherewithal to invest, India also needs to find
ways to channel mnmngfrﬁm-nllyl.nw fundamental bluesky research in univer-

| other rescurch ong

Focus on development
State capacity should not be diverted to restrict free specch

As internet penetration in India grows and the use of antificial intelligence and

i sproads, the p to soscial ordet ratic integrity posed
b} fake news have only grown. Tacklingthem, however, requires acareful balance.
Regulatingaquickly developing technical field using asomewhat technelogically
backward state machinery will certainly creste problems. It is necessary, therefore,
that authorities in India are cautious about the regulatory steps that they take.
Such caution is not on display, unfortunately, in the state of Karnataka at the
moment. The state government has produced a draft Bill that allows for jail verms
ofup toseven years for the production of fake news and other problematic content.
The problems imvolved inthedefinition of *fake™ have been punted down the rosd,
andlefttoa npcclu]cummlttec:hmhe Bill also promises. While the intent of this
i dable, it isal legislative overreach
I hat will create as many problems as it solves. The Karnataka government has not
properly considened the chilling impact it will have on free expression.

The Bill reflecisa problem that goes beyond one state government, The auth-
orities in India at all levels have become far too engaged with imposing restric-
tions on speech. The Union guvcrnmc.-m has at various points amended the
Infermation Technology Rul g powers to lmpose restrictions
on unll.nn.-p:lu:rc-rma.lns:ptrmbcrl,ustycar the Bombay High Court invalidated
an aspectof these changes that essentially empowered a government *fact check
unit” to order the removal of news items from the Indian internet, State govern-
ments, which bear primary responsibility for law and order, have not been slow
to find ways to similarly empower themselves vo restrict free speech. Multiple
states have also set upsimilar “fact check units”, But some have gone further. The
state of Maharashtra, for example, has proposed a Bill against so-called “urban
Naxals™ — a term used frequently not for the real far-left-wing militants, whoare
thankfully a vanishing problem teday, but for run-of-the-mill dissenters,
especially in academic settings, Even aside from legislation of this sort, Indian
authoritiesatstate and local levels have become far too addicted to ordering com-
plete shutdewns of the internet for “law and order” reasons. This is sometimes
ordered by relatively low-level functionaries.

Indiu's greatest when it comes to devel isburcaucraticand
regulatory capacity, particularly atstate level. It is unfortunate that an increasing
amount of this scarce capacity is being diverted towards mechanisms meant to
channel, influence, or restrict the freedom of expression in the country, Thisisa
violation of constitutional requirements as wel x 1 ofthe de
mspiration of the country’s population. It is vital that India's governments step
back and reexamine their approsch. Contract enforcement is b, and investiga-
tlons are delayed. Is it necessary and appropriate to add new criminal offences
and investigations in the name of tackling fake news or “dangerous™ expression?
Thebrosd intent of the Union government to reduce the amount of criminalisa-
tlon within the legal framework is Laudable, This principle should be applied in
matbers of governance in general.

pleceof

True crime, stranger than fiction
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India’s current account advantage

The current account deficit poses little concern amid global
volatility, but its financing requires close monitoring

Last financlal year, Indiz's current account deficlt
(CAD) printed at a non-worrseme 08 peroent of gross
domestic product (GOF), driven by healthy net invis-
Il recedpes. It was a whit lower than o7 per cent in
203324, desplte the goodstrade deficit dsing to 2.3 per
cant of GDP from 6.7 per cent.

This happened because both the services trade
and secondary income accounts saw a higher sur-
plus, which more than offset the deterloration in
the goods trade deficit. Such low rellance on exter-
nal inancing of CAD ks a buffier against volatility in
capital flows and the attendant currency swings —
facats that have become the norm rather than the
exception today because of macrosconomic and
peopolitical Aux.

Elevated uncertaintles around
trade have cast a long shadow over
economic activity. S&F Global
expectsworkd GDP growth to slow to
2.9 per cent in 208, from 3.3 per cent
In 2024, as thetwo largest economies,
the United States and China, plodon,
This will adversely Impact Indla's
exports, while healthy domestic
growth, which we expect at 6.5 per
cant, should support imparts,

Will that be warrlsome for
Indin's current account? Not so much — yet.

This hinanclal year, we expect CAD to remaln in
the safie zone at about 1.3 percent of GDP, The curment
mecount comprises not only the goods trade but also
the services trade, and Incomes under the primary
and secondary accounts (langely personal transfers,
Including remittances).

Before discussing thelr prospects, It is pertinent
to recall what caused the lust sharp rise in CAD —to
4.4 per cent and 4.8 per cent of GDP in FYi2 s.m:l
Y13, resp . Indlia® dfh
(1 uham nF(.I)P had risen sharply above the 10 per
cent mark In both years, owlng to a broad-based
deterboration In goods trade deficit, as the prices of
crude oll and gold took off. The surplus in services
and secondary income, however, remalned static at

AKIRTI |OSHI &
AUHEH VERMA

ILLLISTRATIGN: BINAY SikiA

5 percentof GDP The situation |s materially differ-
enl now. Thespectre of higher tarlffs Im posed by the

3Tt Prospects, in Ineclian, will
hesubd.ued.ln 20128,

Thi surge inglobal goods trade earlier this year,
drdven by Importers frontrunning purchases In
antlcipation of higher tariffs, will wear off, as sug-
gested by the World Trade Organlzation's (WTO)
latest Forward-looking New Export Orders Index,
which fell tog7.a.

InFyas, Indin's goods exports flatlined at $441.8
billllon, compared with $441.2 billion In F¥24. This
year, headwinds are expected to rlse. At the same
time, the elevated tariffs on Chinese goods will
accentuate overcapacity and defla-
thonary pressures there, goading
businesses to divert excess supply
toother markets, including India.

While that means some upward
pressure on core bmports, what
about crude oll and gold, the top
two commodithes in India’s import
basket? Crude oll prices, which had
Hared up owing to uncertaintles in
‘West Asla, are now abating as fun-
damentals reassert.

The surge was Inany case tran-
sitory, given sluggish global economic growth and
the long-term slowdown In oll demand. This is
because of the Increasi ng adoptlon of green energy
and elect e vehbcles, especially in Ching, the world's
lurgest automobile market.

W expect crude prices to settle lower, around
#6570 per barrel, compared with $79 per barrel last
financlal year. 5o, crude imports are unlikely to exert
much pressure, Likewise, prices of coal, Indla's other
key energy Import, are expected to fall sharply.

But gold prices, which rose sharply last Ainancial
yar (30 per cant im dollar terms), are expected to rise
Turther this year. sccarding to the World Bank. That's
because gold Is a specinl asset class and considered
safe haven by investors, which means |ts price rises
durlng uncertainty, Ergo, some pressure on gold

Impunqln I.Ikely Inlereﬂiany however, gold demand

ent years,
It typlcally declines in yeamw‘hen prices fse. Last
financial year, for instance, imports fell by 38 metric
tornes y ko757 mietric b desplte
the government sharply reducing lmport dlltyloﬁper
cent from 15 percent in July. Lower demand will alse
eurb the dollar valuwe of India’s gold Lmports.

Higher impors in some categorles, along witha
tepid out Iuok ﬂ:ll goods exports, can accentuate

deficizthis financial
y\znr [\:lbenu:e newlczse'xpom whikeh aecount for
A8 per cent of total exports, will provide a buffer,

Software exports. for which the US remalns the
blggest destination, could see some pressureas the
world's largest economy |s expected to decelerate
this year. Notably, however, in the past few years,
India has been doing phenomenally well on the
Frant of professional and management consulting
{PMC) services. thanks to the stellar rlse of its
global capability centres (Gl for Instance,
between FY21 and FY25, while net information
technology (IT) exports rose at an average 14 per
cent, net PMC exports surged 33 per cent, The
latter's pace can offset any slack [n the former and
keep the overall services trade surplus buoyant this
financlal year.

As for remittances, the US has reduced the tax
on them tae 1 percent from the earlierannounced 3.5
per cent. offering relief. Moreover, since this is
applicable only from January 2026, the impact this
Fnametal vear would be lmited, Whilethe US [= now
the largest source of Indlan remittances, the Gulf
stillaccounts for asubstantial part. Although those
economiles are reducing dependence on oll Incomse
by diversifylng and encouraging private sector
growth, low oll prices are unlikely to make a
material difference to remittances from there.

Towlt, the United Arab Emirates ls the second-
Iargest wumoflemillanmim]ndlund |5 noa-oll
of GDP in 2024,

Hence. while Im:lla L] U\J} may face marginal

year, th no bl g worrhes,
Butits financing needs monltoring. Last financial
wenr, despite a decline in CAD, Ananclal flows were
not adequate to fund it as both net forelgn portfolio
Investnents (FPL and net forelgn direct investment
{FDI) Inflows fell sharply. However, the rise in net
external commerclal borrowings (ECE) provided
SOMmE SLpPort.

This financial year, too, forelgn capltal lows ane
expected to remain volatlle given the helghtened
global uncertalntles.Por Instance, FP1 debt has
already seen net ouwtflows in the first three months of
this Ainancial year, and external commaercial borrow-
Ings may not be as buoyant as last year, glven the sof-
tenimg in domesthc Interest rates,

However, with comfortable forelgn exchange
reserves and the expectation of only a marginal
rse ln CAD, India is In a good posithon to weather
lobal volatility.

Thee authors are, respectively, chief economist and
senjoreconomist at Crisll

CORRECTION

Ajay Chhibber, whosa article appeared on this page
westerday, is distinguished visiting scholar, George
‘Washington University, and not what was inadvert-
enthy carried. The ermar i regretted

RBI's risky project finance rules

The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI's) recent project
financing guidelines have led to much cheer Inthe
stock markets, One hlp)llight Is that the provision-
ing fir 1 percent,
instead of 5 per cent propesed in the discussion
paper Issued earller. Many lenders feared that a
blanket requirement of 5 per cent, provisioning
would absorb all capital and slow down lending.
Thus, the REI has avolded a short-term slowdown in
economile activity. However, are these guldelines
net positive from a long-term polnt of
view, or are some tweaks necessary,
ghvenour experience of the Indlan bank-
ing erisls batween 2008 and 20187 My
foeus here s on the provision that allows
lenders to grant extenslons to profects
that miss thelr pre-committed com-
mencement timelines.

Let us first understand the basic
structure of project Anancing. A typlcal
project goes through three phases,

namely, the design phase, the construe.  PRASANNA TANTRI

tlon phase, and the operational phase,

The project Is concelved and planned during the
first phase. Prospective lenders evaluate the plan
prepared during the deslgn phase and approve or
disapprove project finance, [n case they approve,
they also finalise the terms of the loan.

The boan terms usually recognise the existence
af o construction phase when the project |s belng
bullt. Glven that the project does not generate any
revenue at this stage, loan repayment generally
starts after the construction Is over and the praject
has begun operations, The expected date of starting
operations s known as the date of commencement
of commerclal operations (DCCO). It 1s not dificult

minds of criminals. A pollce
Inspector in change of one of
the cases rightly polnts out
that there Is nosuch thing as
aless or more hardeore crimi-

to Imagine that, for several rensons, o project may
not be able to start on the CCO as planned several
years earller. The cruclal polnt here is that I the
DCCO s delayed, the borrower will not be able to
repay the loan on the originally agreed schedule,
‘What lenders should do in such a case s the maln
subject of the clreular,

Astriet way of dealing with such Joans 18 to clas-
sify them as non-performing assets (NPAs) and start

blanket extenslons, consider n borrower whose
D0 Bs delayed due to mismanagement. In such
cases, bankers are batter off declaring the loan an
NPA and inltlating recovery procesdings. Glving
more time to incompetent borrowers would mean
Further mismanagement and eventually lower
recovery for the banks. In some cases, borrowers
may even steal nssets pledged to the banks. Even
soclal wel fare ks likely to be enhanced ifthe assets ane

recovery proceedings, Recovery proc
lead to borrowers being dragged to the
bankrupteycourt and even the Hguida-

d on to a more effi clent user of capltal through
bnnkmptcyurllquld.nllnn proceedings.
Unfon'unuel.y. the RBI clrcular dees not distin-

thon of thelr assets. To und i why
such astrict approach may not always
besaciall &

that requires rare earth minerals as
Inputs. Assume that the project was
supposed to be completed this year,
Mow that China has unexpectedly
restricted  the exports of those
materials, the project s stalled and
misses the orginal DCCO. It |s easy to
see that there I8 a realistle possibility of
the rareearth minerals issue belng resolved shortly,
elther by India coming to some kind of agree ment
with China or by securing other sources of supply.
So, I the bankers had granted an extenslon to the
DCCO, the project could have been saved Instead of
selling |ts assets plecemeal at fire-sale prlces. This
would have been advantageous to soclety, as the
best users of capltal would have used the capital,
muximising production and employment. Even the
bankers would have recovered thelr full overdue
amount in due course.

Ifextending the DOCO s awin-win solution, why
notdo it inall cases? To understand the downside of

twaotypes of owhich
pwjenqmaw;el delnyed: It allows lenders to extend
thi DECOwithout recognising NPAs even when the
reason for the delay is not a liguidity shock, While
allowlng DOCO exvenslons for lHouldity shocks |s
welcome, extending the same concessions when the
reason For delay s within the control of management
could lewd to misuse and be soclally harmful.
I recognise that it 1s hard for the BB o define and
distingulsh between liquidity shocks and funda-
mental shocks, However, lenders can be asked to

et
.

yofic ety
DCCO may
be extended only when they are convinced that the
delay I8 due to such shocks. The officer In charge
should be ssked to describe the lquidity shock, and
o competent authorlty should be asked to review it.
The BB for lts part, can review the palicy followed
by lenders. This way. best practices may emerge. A
blanket extension of DCCO may sow the seeds of a
Fugure crisls.

The author teaches finance at Incdian School
of Business, The views are personial

population ratlo of just 150 o He ha
officers per 100,000 cithzens, cases ina relatable manner — recreating
Indin falls significantly short  dinlogues and scenes in away that an
off the 200 mark stipulated by Ing film or web serbes would,

the United Natlons, “This M Yadav dedicates the book o

commanded three ships in his career,
Adter he retired, he became aprolific
wiriter, suthoring 16 books across diverse
penres, Including esplonage, war history
and romance, Foll owlng the success of
(ueeis af Crinte (2009), co-authored with
actor Sushant Singh, Mal 100 s Mr

band; an Inter-state gang looting a
moving train; aserial killer leavinga
bloody trall across states: and acyber
oonman evading capture, Multiple
identities, abductions, train robberles,
rapes, murders, serial killings, cyber-
erime, job scammeers and fraudsters —

Yadav's second foray into the t i
penrekooted in real investigations
weross the lemgth and breadth of Indin.
the book provides a rare, behind -the-
seenes look into how the country's
toughest racked, With the
pace of an OTT theiller, each chapter of
the book reads Hke a case file — Layened,
tense and filled with sharptwists,

The authorof Déal 100 s actor and Many of the cases In the book sound
flmmalker Kulpreet Yaday, a product of famillar, and we habitwally come across

NEHA KIRPAL

Thisgripplng true crime book |stestl-
mony ke theold saying that truth s often
stranger than fiction, T
stakes cases (n the book, all of which
have made heacllines In recent tmes.
read ke thrillers or movie scripts,

allthis and Find place Inthis book.
Mr Yadav describes the cases in vivid
detall, often portraying the criminals®
mlh:ulnu.s pl.mnlng and execution.

nal. "Acriminal ls a criminal.
Perlod,” he asserts,
Eachofthe cases prove
how the use of technology, in
vartous forms, such as moblle
tower coverage, CCTY foot-

Inadequate staffing, com-
pounded by low pay, groel-
ling work howrs and limited
opportunities for continuous
training in aneraof rapldly
evalving technology, painisa

KULPREET FADAY

I too,
and so not surprisingly, several crimi-
nls learn a lot by just watching B-grade
films, particularly those that showease
outlandish and imaginative methods of
committing cimes, Through the com-
plex cases, Mr Yaday also shows the
inner lce, and how

the Maval Officers’ Academy who spent them | Awifi alring
two decades as an officer in uniform and with her ex-lover to murder her hus-

the pol
they use thelt Instincts todecipher the

age, narco-analysis tests, Dlal 1060 Tough Cases,  pleture of an overburdened
DNA analysls, polygraph Tougher Palkemen and under-resourced force,”
tests, IMEI tracking and "gait by Kulreet Yaday elaborates Mr Yacday,
analysls" (the study of how Published by Crime s never pleasant to

walks) lead the HarperCaling rencd about or watch, least of
police to nabythe cleverest of 200 pages bl all experience. But the real-
criminals, lifie stores in the book remind

Jnthebooknprefn.oe Mr readers how to keep them-
&t the Indlan polica | d watch for d

Fcﬂ:e 11 often Htﬂwﬂ s sloppy or
Inefficlent — a perception that. while
popular, Is far from the truth. He adds
that with a staggeringly low police-t

warning signals. The fact that Mr Yaday
has also been ascreenwriter in the past
puqsihlyexplalnnwhylhelansusgeln
thebo ward and free of

police officers — unsung heroes —
who relentlessly pursus justice, often
going above and beyond the call of
duty. “Through thelr efforts, they
bring hope to victims, restore order to
chaoes and remind us of the power of
Integrity and perseverance In creating
a safer world for everyone,” he writes,
Thi book also serves as o cautionary
tale to those who believe they can out-
smart the law, adds Mr Yadav, "Let us
work towards bullding a soclety where
the fear of justice deters criminal
Intent and where the law 1s upheld as a
beacon of falrness and accountabil-
Ity." he plously concludes.

The reviewer isa New Delhi-based
Freelance writer
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WHY THE U.S. CELEBRATESITS
INDEPENDENCE DAY ONJULY 4

John Trumbull

s painting

THE UNITED STATES is celebrating its
249th Independence Day on Friday, July
A, This was the day in which the country's
founding fathers formally signed the
Declaration of Independence, officially
ending British rule over the colonies.
Here's a brief history.

Discontent with crown

Moare than 150 years after the first
permanent British colonies emernged in
North America, the colondsts had grown
increasingly frustrated with the Crown.

With ﬁw 13 original colonies having
no representation in the British
Parliament in London, the 1760s and earhy
17705 saw the passage of aseries of laws
which imposed high taxes and curtailed
wolonists’ activities.

Legislations such as the Sugar Act
(1764), the Tea Act (1773) and the
Intolerable Acts (1774) were seen by
Americans as excessive British interfer-
ence in their lives. With the
Enlightenment giving a rise to ideas of
freedom and equality, the situation was
ripe for an uprising.

Boston Tea Party & beyond
On December 16, 1773, an anti-British
wroup known as the Sons of Liberty de-
stroyed a shipment of tea sent to Boston
Iy the British East Inclia Company.
The so-called Boston Tea Party began
a lt‘SI!la nee movement across the
inst the oppressi
and the British Empire as a whale. The

1819). wikinned

et

goods, and meet King George I ta nego-
tiate better terms. But their attempts
W i i,

This meant that by April 1775, all 13
colonies were fighting a full-blown war
of independence against the British
Crown,

This war went on till 1783 when

dependence after its military defeat. The
American victory, in no small part, was
made possible due to the support of
Britain's European rivals — namely
France, Spain, and the Dutch Republic,

)

Declaration of Indep ce
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EXPLAI

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELHILJULY 3

WITH THE eommissioning of INS Tarmal at
the Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad, Russiaon
Tuesday, the Inchian Navy haslikely inducted
its last Foreign-built warship,

This is a major milestone for the Navy,
which has, over the years, progrossively indi-
pgenised shipbuilding, increasing bit by bit
the indigenous content in warships, as well
as designing them in India.

INS Tamal is the eighth Talwar-class
Frigate — these are improved versions of the
Krivak lll-class frigates — built by Russia for
the Indian Mavy as a part of Project 11356,

Itis also the second of four additional fol-
lové=on ships of the class that were ordered
in 2018, The first, INS Tushil, was commis-
sioned in Kaliningrad in December last year.
The final two, Triput and Tavasya, are being
built in India by the Goa Shipyard Limited
with transfer of technology and design as-
sistance from Russia.

Triput, which was launched into sea last
July and is expected to be commissioned in
2026, will be India’s first indigenousty built
Talwar-class frigate.

This s the story of INS Tarmal, and the Ind-
ian Mavy's journey towards indigenisation,

Tamal: A moving sea fortress
INS Tamalis a multinole frigate with adis-

Years before 1783, while fighting still
raged on, the Continental Congress de-
clared American independence from
British rule.

OnJuly 2, 1778, 12 of the 13 member-
states of the Congress “unanimoushy” ob-
served that the colonies “are, and of right
ot toy be, free and independ ent states.”

s Johin Adams, who later became the
second President of the LIS, noted: "The
second day of July 1776, will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of
America.lam apt mbcllwcthatllm Ibe

v succeeding
tht‘ great anniversary festival.”

He was off by two days, The formal
document solemnising the colonies” in-
dependence — the Declaration of
Independence — was signed on July 4, the
day that is still observed in the US as
Independence Day,

faimed that Bricai 0 right

to tax the colonies without giving them
representation in the British Pariament.
To decide further course of action, the

13 colonies came together to form the
Continental Congress, The Congress ini-
tially tried to enforee a baycott of British

The Dex read: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienabile
rights, that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Al CHATBOTS EXCESSIVELY USE
CERTAINWORDS: STUDY

ARTIFICIAL Intelligence (Al tools tend to
use certain words — like “delves.” “cru-
cial” “potential,” “significant” and “im-
portant” — far more often than human
authors do, a new study has found.

For the stuey, published on Wednesday
inSchence Advances, Dmitry
Kobalk of the University of
Tiibingen and his colleagues
analysed patterns of word=
use in abstracts of more than
15 million biomedical re-
search papers published be-
tween 2000 and 2024,

After ChatGPT was intro-
duced in November 2022, a
eollection of words started
showing up with unusual
frequency, which the re-
searchers inferred to be a tr]llall: sign of
the use of Al

The researchers reported a total of 454
words used excessively by Al chatbots,
hased on which they calculated that at

Izast 13.5% of all biomedical abstracts ap-
peared to have been written with the
help of chatbots — a number that went
up to 40 in cortaincountries where jour-

nals were less selective.
s

puter scient

aware for a while: that Al
favours certain words, al-
though it's not clear wiy, said
Subbarao Kambhampati, a
professor of computer sci-
ence at Arizona  State
University, Some scientists,
he said, have been deliber-
ately refraining from using
words lilee “deive™ for fear of
being suspected of using Al
as awriting toal.

At the moment, there appears to be no
consensus regarding the use of Al for ac-
ademic writing — while some are vehe-
mently opposed, others are not as rigid
about the matter. THENYT

I of 4,035 long tornes [ 1 long tonne
= 1016 kg) at fullload. a length of 124.8 m,

NED

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

WWWINDIANE XPRESS.COM

IF there are questions of cu rn:nt ar cun.tl:mpura:y relevance that you would like

explained, please write

STIWY] DEFENCE |

amal, the last imported warship

Built in Kaliningrad, Russia, INS Tamal is set to be the last Indian warship purchased from a foreign country.
This is a result of decades of efforts by the Navy at achieving maximum indigenisation in shipbuilding

NS Ta

trials,

FRIGATE: SHORT HISTORY OF A MULTIROLE NAVAL VESSEL

' During Europe’s Age of Sail, the
term "frigate”™ was used to describe
fually-riged ships (with three or more
masts) built primarily for speed and
imanoeuverability, and intended o
be used in scouting, escort, and
pamﬂ mlm

smaller than destroyers, They were
primarily used as anti-submarine
escort vessels: protecting Allied
mercantile ships from German u-boat
attacks in the Atlantic.

Apart from their names, these

fence, India
neither had the tnuw-huw:u build its own
ships, nor the resources to develop this capa-
bility. Itwas thus compelled to acquire frigates
and destroyers from other countries, mostly
the UK and the erstwhile USSR,
Monetheless, even at that time, the Nawy
understoad the importance of indigenous
shipbuilding, and took continuous steps to
make this a reality, INS Ay, a small patrol
wvessel commissioned in 1960, was the first
invdligenoushy-built ship in India,
I.candcl class ﬁigatn stam:d being pro-

du
orationin the late 1‘1’;05 But at this time, the
mdlgi:nuuswnmnlomlcsc shi

ally pruduccd m]ndu rather than imported

Funnslancr,].cmdn{lass Friggates of the
19705 had just 15% indigenous content. This
would steadily increase over the years,
Kolkata-class destroyers produced in the
20005 boasted 59% indigenous content,
wehile the latest Vishakhapatnam and Nilgiri
classes are maore than 75% indigenous.

The Navy also made efforts to design
ships in India. It set wp the Central Design
Office (CDO] in 1964, which eventiially grow
to be the Directorate of Naval Design (DND)
in I9’.HJ By the 19905, this was dl:ngmng mr—

d

smaller than shrpmnhu:hn: the
malnsu;sul‘ nava]bat:lcln mum

paint)of 15.2
m. It has a maximum speed of 30 knots (56
km/h}, and a range of upto 4,850 nautical
miles (8,980 km ). The ship will be manned
by a crew of 250 sailors and 26 officers,

The Navy describes INS Tamal as a “for-
midable moving fortress at sea”, and says
that it is capable of carrying out blue water
operations inall four dimensions Drmndcm
ir, surface,

electromagnetic.

IR INS Tiermal carries two kinds of anti-
aircraft missiles — 24 vertically-launched
Shitil surface-to-air missiles with a range of
uptn 70 km, and eight short-range Igha mis-
siles. At close range, incoming aircraft and
missiles can alse be fended off by the ship's
o AK-G30s: fully-automated 30 mm rotary
cannons that can fire more than 5,000
rounds per minute.

ACE: NS Tarnal's anti-shipy land at=
tack capabilities are centred around the
BrahiMos supersonic cruise missile. The ship
carties a complement of eight such missiles
which boast an operational range in the hun-
dreds of kilometres, and can fiy at speeds of
upto Mach 3{3.700 kim/h). The frigate also has
one 100 mm A-190€ main gun: this can fire

ITh: term IHI um:ll'us: as warshlps
without sails appeared on the scene in
the second half of the 19th century.
Maval tactics evolved, and frigates
were effectively replaced by “cruisers”
with different levels of armour and
armament.

W Frigates re-entered the naval
lexicon during World War 11, The Royal
Mavy used the term todescribe vessels
that were larger than corvettes but

Join FREE Telegram Channel hitps:/!
time. The frigate also has two 533 mm tor-
pedo tubes, capable of launching heavy-
weight torpedoes.

EW: INS Tamal boasts a complernent of
advanced electronic warfare (EW) suite and
arvanced Electro-Optical/infra-Red systems,
which act as cars and eyes of the platform.
EW suite includes decoy launching systems
which disrupt enemy radar, and jammers,

The warship can also accommadate the
upgraded Anti-submarine and Airbome
EarlyWarning helicopters, the Kamow 28 and
Kamoy 31, which, m:cun:hru; o the Navy, act

25 kg sl li 2Wkm.

UNDERWATER: For anti-submarine
warkare [ASW], INS Tomal has a RBU ASW
rocket- launcher, which can fire sabvos of upto
12 rockets equipped with depth charges ata

as“major forc

The Navy had pw:wuusly stated that INS
Tarmal's design provides it with enhanced
stealth features and greater stability charac-
teristics, and that it is equipped with com-

much dr o H ubmarine

H . iuk estroyers,
:‘:rl'ur'lc‘s. with et The Directorate of Indigenisation was es-

tablished at the naval headguarters in New
WThe post-War development of Delhi in 2005, This was followed by the cre-

possible —— 1 " "

for relatively small ships to pack. . iy
tremendous Erepower, further Mumbai and Visakhapatnam in March 2010,
spurring the rtmmoffﬂsamw The Navy's way forward
navies around the world. Today, the majority of the Navy's war-
m Today, frigates are primarily meant ships are built indigenoushy, uslngmun:'than
toserve as platforms for guided 75% indi

missile systems, They can senve Ina
variety of robes, from anti-sul

anti-ship, and anti-aircraft warfare to
land attacks, and can fight either solo
oras part of a larger naval formation.

tme/+jUYKqDAFHBAwWMOGOH

plex automated systems for nuckear, biokog-
ical and chermical defence, including dam-
age controd and firefighting that can be op-
erated centrally from sheltered posts,
“Thesecomphex systems aid in minimis-
ing casualties, achieve rapid restoration of
combat effectiveness, enhancing combat ca-

pability a d
INS Taimal will soon set sail for its home
port in Karwar, Karnataka.

Towards indigenisation
The Mawy has said that INS Tirmal will be the
last imported warship to be inducted into its

shipyards, both public-sector and privately
heeld, build ships for the Mavy.

In the seventh and latest volume of the
MNaval History rdcct, titled A Decade of
Transformation: The Indian Navy 2011-21,
Captain M Doraibabu and Commander
Amnut Dilip Godbole write about the steady
growth in India’s shipbuilding capabilities.

They wrote that during 2001-11, the
MNavy added 57,000 tonnes and 33 shipstoits
imeenitory. This grew to 92,000 tonnes and
A0 ships from 2011-21, mostly from indige-
nous sources, Of the 39 ships built for the
MNavy in 2011-21, 33 were built in Indian ship-
yards, and of the 39 ships on order as of 2021,
37 are being bailt in India — the two excep-
tions beirg INS Tustiil, which was commis-
sioned last year, and Tamal

Even these two frigates built in Russia
have a sizable indigenous comiponent — INS
Tamal is built with 26% indigenous compo-
nents. Bctwttnjunl:aml Dcmnbcrthls year,

fleet. This is the culmination of a decades-long
push towards indigenisation of naval ship-
building, and a major milestone in the road to
catmanirbharta | self-refance) in defence,

Juin FREE Whatsapp Channe httpe/fwhatsapp.com/channel/D029Van2V R RGIOKHAaBJNF

Life of Khalra, activist at centre of Dosanjh film

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JULY 3

LAST WEEK, Punjabi actor and singer Diljit
Dosanjh shared an Instagram post by film=
makers Honey Trehan and Sunayana Suresh
about their film Pasab ‘95 being “censored
before release”.

The film, hased on the life of human rights
activist Jaswant Singh Khalra, has not been
certified by the Central Board of Film
Certification {CBRC) for over a year. Another
film featuring Dosanjh, Serdoarfi 3, which
stars Pakistani actor Hania Aarmir, has also
not been rebeased due to the informal banon
Pakistani artists,

Activism during militancy
Khalra belonged to Amritsar, and was

known for his campaign against the disap-
pearances of thousands of Sikh youths dur-
ing the Punjab militancy in the 1980s and the
1990, Mary were later found to have been
killed in alleged fake encounters.

Khalra, a former directorof a cooperative
hank, was alsoappointed general secretary of
the Shiromani Akali Dal's uman rights wing,
which was created to examine cases of al-
leged extra-judicial killings.

However, Khalra himself became a vic-
tim of one such forced disappearance, On
September 6, 1995, he was kidnapped from
his house, allegedly at the behest of Punjab
Police officials. The activist was allegedly for-
tured at the Jhabal police station before be-
ing shot dead, and his body was disposed of
near the Harike Bridge on the Sutle] river.

Following a petition filed by Khalra's
wiidow, Paramjit Kaur, the Supreme Court in

1996 ordered that the case be handed over
to the CBI.A Patiala court in 2005 convicted

e Navy is set 10warships,
Itis heamt that several more will be commis-
sioned over the next four o five years,

Al of these will be built in India.

producerswere forced to remove their entry
fromthe Tmmw Film Festival, and o stopits

of his murder, and the verdict
was upheld by the Supreme Court in 2011,
That year, the National Human Rights
Commission directed ahigh-level state com-
mittee to probe 657 militancy-era cases of
official agencies cremating unclaimed bod-
s — an issue Khalra was looking into,
Today, Pramajit Kaur runs the Khalra
Missbon Organisation in his memory, Earlier
this year, it was announced that a new ele-
mentary school in California, US, would be
named after Khalra.

Controversies around film

The Khalra family gave it consent for thl:
film to be made around four years ago, But
the CBFC has proposed 120 cuts to the film,

i hasclaimed to have sub-
lrutll:d documents totalling 1.800 pages to
prove the Factual accuracy of the film.

Politicians from Punjab have so far not
commented on Fanjalb 95, even as many in
the Congress and the BJP have defended
Dasanjh over Sardaarfi 3, saying it was shot
before the Pahalgam attacks,

Dasanjh has akso starred in other movies
on the Punjab militancy.

Punjab 1984, which was based on a fic-
tional story, abso included themes of human
rights and faced no resistance during its re-
lease in 2014. A decade later, Chamkila fo-
cused on the life of singer Amar Singh
Charnkila, who was killed under mysterious
circumstances during that period. Some
Kl I riticised the film.

Director Honey Tr t

Why same cab ride costs more at times: How dynamic, surge pricing work

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEWDELHI,JULY 3

THE MINISTRY of Road Transport and
Highways announced this week that cab
aggregator companies such as Uber, Ola,

Dynamic pricing

Pricing tool, whu:h I"El\'l! seflers to set rules

Dynamic pricing is astruc

and parar i whien and how

o customer demand, It entails increasing
prices when the demand for a product or
service is high, and lowering them during
periods of low demand.

Companies resort to dynamic pricing

prices nuyﬂummharmd products,
The Indian Railways, which trinspuns

have been accused of trying o cash in on

high demand in eertain sectors at certain
times, lalnn; fares unreasonably.

September, after tu:lrmng platform

' was accused of inflating ticket

20 million y el

firstconsidered implementing dynamic prl:-
I\g in ZCI)E.'HI:n Minister for Railways Lalu

and Rapicho may now charge customers up del:Is to bcm:hl From inthe
o twice the he masimum fare,  supp lemand of a procuct or service,
The Motor Vehicle Aggregator ﬂuslsslmplymalkmcmnnmlr_mwrk

Guidelines, 2025, notified on July 1, raised
the limit from its previous ceiling of 1.5
times the base fare, “The iggn:gamr shall

Dynamic pricing follows the economic
theory of demand, which states that the
pnu: ofa pmdunwil increase when njdc\-

be permitted to charge
Iower than the base fare and a maximum
dynamic pricing of two times the base

fare...." the guidelines said,
Individual state govern ments notify
hhase fares for specific mator

mandine pply. This
can happen due to a variety of factors,
Deman for cabs can go up in the business
district during the evening rush hour. Rain
can mducctl‘iuuaiahiitya supply ufmbx

a dynamic pricing scheme
lr.tbﬂh freight and passenger trains, impact-
ing peak and non-peak seasons, and pre-
mium and non-premium
SETVICES,

In 2016, the Raitwiays for-
mally adopted the 'Nexi-fare”
scheme, under which base
fares of Rajdhani, Duranto, and Shatabdi
trains would increase by 105 with every 106
of berths sold, cappingat 1.5 times thrurg—

vehicles. The Ministry has advised states
to adopt these revised guidelines within
three months,

Dymarmic pricing mioc
across industries, including mwmwnl:nt
utilities, and huq)ﬁlll)\'l'l‘tr—mmmgl—
ant Amazon has a dedicated ‘Automate

inal fare.CH

following reviews of the scheme.
Dynarmic pricirg modeds have been crit-

icised for enabling price gouging. Airlines

EXPLAINED

pru:s foraconcert by the rack hand Oasison
{hr:tlmllL UK Prime MIHI![L‘I' Kl:ll Srarml:r
had descril

Surge pricing

While the terms dy-
namic pricing and surge
pricing ane sometimes used
interchangeably, “surge’ is a
part of the dynamic pricing
strategy that cormpanies employ.

Surge refers to the additional fee de-

«of high demiand, such as rush hours, when
trafficcongestion is at its peak. Such fiees ane
also applied to utilities such as electricity,
and used to help balance supply and de-

mand and prevent potential blackouts,
n e h

ange areas represent smaller eaming op-
[portunities fi ile dark red ar-

premise is this: Rush hours correspand with

periods of increased demand for rides — and

with more users in an area demanding the

cabservice compared to the number of driv-
Raitle okt bt

Surges present the consumer with the
choice of either booking the ride at the
higher price or waiting for prices to come
dowr
drivers to an area to benefit from the in-
creased prices, which ultimately helps re-
duce and normalise fares.

Aocording to Uber's website, its drivers
are made aware of the surge price through
amultiplier to the standard rate, an addi-
tional surge amount, or an upfront fare in-
cluding the surge amount, which incen-
tivises them to acoept rides. The Ubser Driver

thrrng\a colour-coded scherme. “Light or-

eas indicate larger ones.” says the website,

In 2016, Wharton Business School re-
searchers Gerard P Cachon, Kaitlin M
[Daniels and Ruben Lobel argued that the
surge pricing madel, while critiqued, did
benefit Uber consumers by helping sub-
sidise prices during off-peak times.

Their research compared the surge pric-
iing model to a benchmark fixed price and
found that it also allowed Uber to serve
markets Ihilwuuld u.'rmmsc Emain n-

e el such
asconsumers hailing a cabon a rainy night.

Theey alsoargued that Liber allows drivers
o “sdt—schl:dulr" of decide their upcunns
schedule,
areas facing a driver shortage when surge
jprices are effective, (Cachon, Daniels, Lobel,
“The Roleof Surge Pricingon aService Platform
with Self-Scheduling Capacity’, SN, 2016
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HBECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SLAP IN MUMBALI'S FACE

Goons and their parochial politics have no place in a state
looking to the future. They must face force of law

HE ASSAULT ON a sweetshop owner in Mumbal's Mira Road, allegedty by
vooligans affiliated with the Maharashtra Novnirman Sena (MNS), for not
speaking in Marathi, is not an isolated incident, 1t is a deeply trouliling brand
n(pallrln mmm lrs Mmmn Cnmlnsln the wake nl.:nmmlm mlmt

g it optional

vt the primary itisawarning
lh.‘lt st be heeded, Both lt.uﬂmchmwmﬂs.‘lnduddmmlww s Shiv Sena (UBT)
accused the BIP-led Mahayuti government of seeking toimpose Hindi on the state, the es-
tranged Thackeray cousing wmlrulamrthet after two dﬂ.‘ldcsnr-lhc phank of *Marathi
pride”. Maharashira's [ l o well to withdraw its Hindi I.m-
guage mandate to schools, But that th assault in Mumbai wark:
ers celebrated the revocation and days before the protest-tumed-victory rally called by
the Thackerays on July 5, shoubd ring alarm bells = a parochial politics cannot be allovied
o change the subject and tip over into vielence in India’s most industrialised state,

Ever since it was founded in 2006, the MNS has periodically stoked the “Marathi price”
issue, employing divisive, even viclent, tactics, At a Gudi Pachwa rally earlier this year, Raj
Thackeray sabd that his panty would not hesitate to slap residents in the state should they
refiese o speak Marathi — fallowing this, MNS workers attacked officals at Banles for not of-
fering services in the language. However, it is alsoapparent that such belligerence resonates
lessand less mmthe peuple Inastate where non-Marathi speakers male up a significant
chunkafil I i ital, M s from across the coumn-
try. The MNQ‘samk anel mwlnsdlmm Imrn the grownd is evident in its electoral
recrd: From 13 inthe Fiin 2004 anel 200
at allin 2024, The Shiv Sena (UBT) is also culremhrﬂmned ina fight for relevance follow-
iruthe drubiliing of the mmmam I thie 2024 Assermbly election — that may ex-

Vo the lump inddivided ShivSena Inclo-
uumikmrll Halmtrlpplm iy the alm ﬂmlUddh.erm«:hHmmhn
seen o be 1 and sober ] ik had eamed for the party.

The hooliganism | st by face the

EDITORIAL PAGE

WORDLY WISE
LITERACY IS A BRIDGE FROM MISERY TO HOPE,
— KOk ANNAN

Draw a moral line

must not be allowed to choose the next Dalai Lama

India and world must stand on the right side of it. Beijing

AMITABH MATTOO

ON JULY &, this coming Sunday, His Holiness
Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalad Lama, will tum
0. Thee world must pause, nmjusrmnrlcrn
birthday g 1, but toask hat
strikes at the heart of Asia’s aptrltual and
strategle future: Who gets to decide who
Ieads Tibetan Buddhism after him?

His Holiness has now made that answer
emphatically clear. The Cacen Phodrang
Trust, which he established and imbued
with his moral authority, will oversee the
identification of his reincarnation, It is 4
spiritual masterstroke and a political gaunt-
let thrown before Beljing's long-standing
ambition to manufacture a successor,

Make no mistake: This is not just a
Bueldhist matter. This is abattle between a
sacred civilisational legacy and the crude
apparatus of authoritarian control. This is
Tibet versus totalitarianism, Dharma ver-
sus dictatorship,

I have met His Holiness many times over
the years. Each encounter has left me trans-
formed, There is an aura that envebops him,
yes, but more than that, a deeply disarming
presence. A man of bouncless humour and
unshakeable calm, he carries within him
the accumulated wisdom of centuries and
the clarity of a physicist,

And yet, he has never been just a relic of
the past, He has been a visionary of the pres-
ent, In every one of my offices aver the
decades, | have kept thangkas, gifted and
signed by His Holiness, not as ornamenta-
tion, but as quiet testimany to the spiritual

A eilieational he embodies. Tt

consequences of taking the ki inte thedr own hands. The Mahayuti government, which
came to power with a sweeping mandate, needs to deliver en promises of enhancing
economic apportunity, ease of deing business and carving out wider avenues of devel-
apment for Maharashtra's youth, This cannot happen B a narmowing polivieal project is al-
Jowed to cock asnook at the rule of law.

THE SCAMMER’S TRAIL

Rise in digital scams calls for public awareness of fraudsters’
modus operandi, and swift action by banks and authorities
HERE HAS BEEN a sharp increase in "digital arrest” scams in India, As per
chata from the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal, the reported digital ar-
rest scarns and related ey bercrimes have maore than tripled, rising from 39925
in 2022 o 1.23 lakh in 2024, with the defrasded amount growing from Rs
1,14 crove to Rs 1,935 crore. Such scams tend to imvolve fraudsters impersonating law
enforcement officials such as the police, the CBLand the Income Tax Department in or-
dertodupe people. 'lhe\mctlmxwho are from a cross-section of saciety, including indus-
tllallatu.,_ ivate sector p ior citizens, are ensnared thmﬂ.hl’alw nber
i

,||,a| drart| fulhe el

inthis paper has

instances where peaphe have Im'ndupcd al’lﬂl:ha amd mml’rupﬂs

power he hey
remind me, caily, that moral authority still
walks this earthin human form,
That maral authority has now been ex-
ercised with profound loresight.
China's ohsessionwith the DalaiLama is
asirrational as it Is revealing Having
the 1959 Tibetan uprising. deseerated
maonasteries during the Cultural Revohution,
and abducted the legitimate Panchen Lama

The least we can do is ensure
that his legacy is not buried
under the rubble of silence,
We must say, clearly and
collectively: The Dalai
Lama'k reincarnation will
ot be decided in
Zhongnanhai. [t will not be
decided by Polithuros or
Party caclres. It will be
decided by Tibetans,
through Tibetan tadition,
in Tibetan time.

Jars FREE Telegram Channel hitpsfme/ +JUYKqOAFHBAwMGQ1

in 1995, replacing him with acompliant im-
poster, Bejjing now wants to write the final
chapter: To appoint rhcmxtmhl Lama‘

The absurdityis b

That era of ambdguity must end,
India must now unequivocally support
rm- ‘l‘lbmn pmplc s right to determine

theirsg Mot just privately, not
Maotst-Leninist Xi-led regime cldimingthe  just symbolically, but publicly and force-
right teanaol ' Iewould  fully, Anything less would be abetrayal, not

e laughable If it weren't so dangerous,
This isn't religion. It's control. It is the
erasure of a peophe by capturing thelr soul.
And the method b5 predictable;
Fabricate legitimacy through an ancient-
souncling ritual {“*Golden Un™), prop up a

wnly of the trust reposed inus by Tibetans,
Tbut af our swn elharmic foundations,

Thisis not merely an ethical imperative.

It Ia alwcald. h.udmlpnlllk A Chinese-ap-

| Lamawill bring Befjing's writ

clammmrlmdu:.dwal:lllne Hmul.lwm

inthe

state-app chilel, and use dip

service of

muscle o coerce accep Bt Beljing has

made a fatal miscaleulation. Legitl maqr
cannot be forged ina Party commitiee, Faith
cannot be eoereed at gunpsint,

Achild selected by the CCP will nat be

&80, His Hallness has dane mare than
mist statesmen, philosophers, and warriors
put tagether, He has carvied the weight of a
nation in exile, resisted hatred with humour,

the Dalai Lama. He will be a spiritual man-
nequin ina gilded cage,

‘What China fears is ot just the man, but
the institution.

Since the 17th century, the Dalal Lamas
have represented a rare synthesis of glpm
tual depthand civilisational authesity. Their
reincarnation is not hereditary but karmie,
recognised through dreams, signs, and de-
vartion, It is an institution roated in intro-
spection, not impasition,

By pre-empting Befjing with the Gaden
Phodrang Trust, His Holiness has ensured
that no foreign power can higack this sacred
limeage. In ene quiet, resolute move, he has
reminded usall: You may ocoupy a land, but
you eannot colonise the soul of a people.

Inelia has a historic, civilisational stake
in this unfalding drama,

Wi gave refuge to His Holiness in 1959,
Dharamshala became the new Lhasa, We of-
fered hospitality but too often fell silent
when moral clarity was needed. In 1954, we
conceded Chinese sovereignty over Tibet in
armament of strategic natveté. Inthe decaces
sinoe, we have tiptoed around the Dalai Lama
question, wary of provoldng Bedjing.

14 SUPCIp ith 1=
ity In. reftof heroes, e stands tall
amonk inexile, 4 het of compassion,

The least we :Pmn Isenamhat his
legacy Is not buried under the rubble of s-
lence, We must say, clearly and collectively:
Thee Dalal Lama's relncarnation will not be
decided in Zhongnanhai, It will not be de-
cidhed by Folitburos or Party cadres, It will
lbe decided by Tibetans, through Tibetan
tradlition, in Tibetan time,

This is the moral line. This is the civili-
sational frontier,

India must stand on the right side of it
Somust the world,

As His Holiness once told me, with that
unmistakable twinkle in his eye, “We are all
Just visitors on this planet, for 90, maybe
100 years,,, we must use our time mean-
ingfully."

He has. Now it's our tuen,

The writer is dean and professorat the
School of International Studies, INU He is
hanorary professor at the Unfversity of
Melbowme and a former member of india’s
National Security Advisory Board

CLOSING INONTB

New-generation diagnostics are making treatment accessible for more patients

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi re-
ccntly reviewed the National Tuberculosis

The reparts in this papers show how money is transfer il ac-
counts that are used by scammers, and then in some cases to other accounts across the
country, In one instance, a staggering sum of nearly Bs 6 crore was transfermed over many
Bank accounts in a matter of a few minutes. In another case, there ane indications of the
stalen funds being used to buy cry procurrency, Recoveries have been ew and far between,
In mtmnﬂw Wknnhemmm Iawlthdrmnln cash from the mule accounts, In one

Fyeteran, wh 1.58crare, has till

ination Programme (NTEP), His em-

phasis on public participation and scaling
up successful and innovative strategies
comes at a critical time, Advances in diag-
nostics, digital wols, and vaccines are cre-
ating spportunities to reshape how we de-
tect, treat, and prevent TB,

Pﬂmcaa in recent years is encouraging.

mm&lwkmlyﬂalﬁ.l lakh, In another case, the victim, a former deputy '3
intencent, wheo had lost Rs 83 nmrh« pennnnmdnnww.msnntmmmd mhm

reling to the WHO's ‘Global TH Report
2024' :Iol:.ﬂTBlncldrnm Fell by 8.3 per cent

‘The authoritiesar movitorsuspicious  between 201 %and 2008 Indiaipaced this

trend, achieving a 177 per cent reduction.

activities, On()cmberi?. ZOZ:K‘MI:IPTeMImrNammMM dunlummﬂn K‘fﬂﬁfn‘. These gains reflect the focused efforts and
i Bes gl lr.mda There isnosysieml | of the NTER

Mulnrmtundmlwlm e saicl. The Reserve Bar " s lnak to sustain and accelerate these

ital arrest scams. lns ducate the public regand- gains, we must focus onclosing the diagnos-

ing the nature of the scams. These effonts mdra be ramped up urgently. Governments,
banks and the central hank inue to 5 about such scams and echs-
cate the public about the modus ope Bank (418
[process — as per a report in this paper, the acddresses of the mule am'mmmm “fictitious”
inamumber of eases, Accournts with lange suspic for instance, were
lf)mtrmm unemuntaﬂmm need o be lagged immediately and appro-
[priaee action tal igated more swilthe

HoOw TO MOVE MOUNTAINS

Mizoramis India's first fully literate state,
Itoffers a lesson to larger, more resource-rich states

N AN AGE of widening social inequities, a quiet revolution has unfolded in the
country’s Nestheast. Mizoram has become India's first luly literate state under
theCentre’s ULLAS — New india Li
from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, eru-ntd Mizo mmemurd seven
and above are now lterate — well above the national average of B0.9 per cent, and abead

even of Kerala, | forits h achievements.
The story behind Mizoram's aché nit 15 not one of top-d alone,

ata

tic gap — the most critical weak link in the
T8 care cascade, In 2023, an estimated 2.7
million people worldwide who developed
TBwere not diagnosed or notified. Without
diagnosis, timely treatment is impossible,
and the chain of transmission continues,
Compounding this challenge is the emerg-
ing evidence that a significant number ol TH
patients do not exhibit symptoms. Studies
suggest that this early stage of the discase,
known as subclinical TB, may account for
about 50 per cent of cases in high-burden
settings, Including India, This is likely a key
driver of the ongoing transmission.

India's recently concluded 100-day in-
tensified TB-Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan has pro-

ngs. By screening -
able populations, including those without
symptoms, the programme noted that the
campaign identified 285 lakh asymptomatic
TH patients — out of 719 lakh diagnosed.
These individuals would likely have been

Jeie PREE Whatsapp Channel higps /fwhatsapp.com/channel/0029Y an2V RBGRG OK HboBdDl

The experience of
developing Covid vaccines
demonstrates how global
collaboration, streamlined
regulatory pathways, and
strong public investment can
significantly accelerate
timelines — anapproach
that must now be applied o
TH vaccine development.
India, with its scientific
leaclership and
manulacturing capacity, is
uniguely placed to drive the
development and equitable
deployment of next-
generation TH vaccines, just
as it did with Covi

missed under conventional symptom-based
screening approaches. By deploying partable

are talored based on a patient's risk profile
ancd severity at diagnosis. This includes early

chest X-rays, the camg
the translormative pamtlal of technology.
M-assisted reading of X-rays can detect hung
abnormalithes rapidly and acourately, allow-
Ing for quick identification of otherwise
“missing” cases. The government's plan to
seale up this apn«mrh mntry-mde Is en-

Anew generation nlpnlnl n(-cwdm:
nostic tools is transforming what's possi-
ble, Traditional sputum-based tests can be
challenging. particularty for children and
the elderly. But i { such as nan-

risk timely referral of severe
cases to higher-level facilities, and the pro-
visionof mone intensive inpatient care where
needed, This approach can drive down maor-
tality appreciably and must become a core
feature of thee TH response, We must prior-
tise reclucing T8 deaths to as close to sze:nas
possible inthe near future,

‘While these advancements in diagnos-
tics, treatment, and care delivery are cru-
«cial, we must not lose sight of the long-
term solution — an effective TB vaccine. The
of i Covid vaccines

Invasive sarmpling methods like tongue or
nasal swabs —can help detect THearier and
more afforcably. The availability of open
PCR platforms can be another game-
changer by cutting the costof testing sig-
nificantly, these platforms can make high-
quality molecular diagnostics accessible
across public and private settings. In India,
several of these tools are already being pi
loted, and the Indian Council of Mtdlral
Research is playing a key role in facilitating
their adoption into routine care.

Mong with the upgradation of our diag-
nostic capacity, we must look at reducing
maortality due to TR, Inia has taken impor-
mntmmw Irrwm supportive can.'.mdud

pnrt md-crtho Nikshay l'ash.lnwunna{r-ll‘\"]
— adireet cash transfer seheme that helps
patients meet their dietary needs during
lrmrrncnl This upmnn is timely, as un-
one ol | mn

factors for TH progression,
The country is also moving toward differ-
entiated models of TR care, where services

! how global coll
strea mlintd_ruulalury pathways, and
an

antly
accelerate timelines — an approach that
must now be applied w TE vaccine devel-
oprment. India, with its sclentific leadership
and manufacturing capacity, is uniquely
placed to drive the development and equi-
table deployment of next-generation TR
vaocives, just as it did with Covicl, An mBNA
vaccine is inan early stage of development
inIndia, and others are at various stages of
«linical trials,

PM Madi's leacbership has played a piv-
otal mle in keeping T8 elimination high on
the national agenda and inspiring other
countries to set ambitious goals. With con-
tinued political commitment, evidence,
data-informed policies and a strong focus on
innovation, India can drive transformative
change in the global fight against TB.

The writer is chairp i
Research Foundtion and principal advisor,
NTER Mintstry of Health and Farmily Welfore

Itsmal«dabmnmum istil lofi e de i patient,
cunlmum led work or i i i

altisastoryof

i connectivity ing iveracy to the kst mile, and
aFIndedlLﬂsmasplwdtnlwmnw The result is success in an area where India has long
struggled: Adultand functional literacy, Rural literacy in Mizoram stands at 98.1 per cent,

while urban areas reach 98.3 percent, indicating almost no ur I divic
alyin ywherethe gapoft ds 15 percentage poimts, Mlxarunr.u*sihq:hnn
ather impartant indicators aswell, It boasts the thind-high nale

tion rate in the country, Is sex ratio at bicth (975 females per 1000 mm;sumﬁlm
national average (9249). It has the lewest infant mortality rate in the Northeast, and one of
India’s highest school attendance rabes at both primary and seconclary levels,

While size is a defining faceor, in India, where amlapmcnt ls often equau'd mth ur-
ban growvth, there isa lesson here for larger and mor
that policy nimbleness is often a function of intent and munlﬂullly. that investing in
people, trusting local i ions, and building wi ity at the centre can move
mountains, As India books to a digital, green and global future, the path ahead
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Jury 4, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

BLasT CAUSED CRASH
THE INDIANTEAM that came to

allied felds will be signed in New Delhi be-
I'm the mlualun session of the three-day
theInclo-Paldstan ol

the causes of thee Air India jumhajetmuh
into the Atlantic has cormi

Cammlsmn An External Affaies Ministry

that sabotage, probably a umclnmharcx-
plosives planted on the plane, may have
caused the explosion in mid-aie, The conclu-
sdon, for the present, is"preliminary” and in-
dicates that there was no structural defect
with the plane,

INDO-PAK AGREEMENT
AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN India and
Pakistan for co-operation in agriculture and

T told reporters that the four sub-
i of the Joint C Tad

more or bess completed theirwork and a oul-

tural agreement had also been finalised,

EC SEEKS OPINIONS

THE ELECTION COMMISSION has sought the
views of the Centre and the Punjab

ment on holding parliamentary and assem-
lbly ebections in the state. The Chief Election
Commissioner, R K Trivedi, told NI that he

inthis reg unjab gow-
ernment and the Union Home Mindstry on
June 26, the day the five-year-term of the
state begislative assemlbily expired, He also
wanted to know whether President's Rule
‘would be revoked before October 5,

MISSING SHIPS MYSTERY

TWIO INDHIAN SHIPS with a total of 44 crew
members on board have been missing since
Jume 21, 1985 — one 90 miles north of Srl
Lanka's Mstmn‘&nﬂ Trincomalee and the
other i the Bay of Bengal, An extensive search
by the Indlian Nanvy and the Coast Guard ks yet
toyiekd any clue about theirwhereabouts,
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Choosing the
next Dalai Lama

India must explicitly support the road map laid
out by the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists

ourteen years after the Dalai Lama sald he
would decide on the lssue of his succession
by the time of his 90th birthday in 2025, the
spiritunl leader of Tibetan Buddhists has
made it clear that the institution of the Dalal Lama
will continue after his death and that a trust
founded by him will be the only authority to
recognise his reincarnation. The announcement
drew a predictable response from China, which
sees the lama revered by millions around the world
as a "separatist”, with Beijing claiming that the
Dalai Lama's successor will be selected by choosing
aname from a “golden urn” and that the chosen
person will have to be endorsed by the Chinese
government, The problem here is that leading
Buddhist scholars and historians have debunked
the “golden urn” mechanism, introduced by China's
rulers in the late I8th century. China itself had no
role in the search or recognition of the 14th Dalai
Lama, who has lived in Dharamshala since fleeing
Tibet in the face of a military crackdown in 1958,
China's efforts are aimed at strengthening
Beljing's grip on Tibet and its population of about
3.6 million. and to project itself as a global leader in
Buddhism. Despite a range of repressive measures,
including suppression of Tibetan Buddhist
practices, forced enrolment of children as young as
six in boarding schools to assimilate Tibetans into
the mainstream and an all-pervasive surveillance
nmchlncry the Dalai Lama continues to have a
foll . It is widely d that China
will name its own Dalal Lama, a precedent having
been set by Beijing selecting its own Panchen Lama
in 1995 and the disappearance of the Dalai Lama's
choice, But Beljing will be aware that its cholee is
unlikely to be endorsed by Tibetans or carry the
maoral and spiritual weight that the seat commands.
Given that India is home to the Dalai Lama, the
Tibetan government-in-exile and a large Tibetan
diaspora, this matter has the potential to become a
fashpoint between New Delhi and Beljing, Chinese
officials have sald they expect India not to
“Interfere” in the selection of the next Dalal Lama.
India would like to avoid friction but cannot and
should not stay silent. Buddhism has n significant
presence in the strategic border regions of
Arunachal Pradesh, Ladakh and Sikkim, And both
morality and statecraft demand that India support
the Dalai Lama and make its stand explicit.

Understanding India’s
nutritional adequacy

utritional adequacy underping an economy’s
Ngrl.wr.h toasignificant extent. In Rhlb COntext,

the latest Household Ce diture
Survey provides data on nutritional intake that
should prompt policymakers to bridge gaps,

First, the calorie consumption at the lowest
fractile of India’s economic classes (the bottom 5%
of the population by expenditure) remains
significantly below what is considered ideal for
Indian adults. Atl,688 kilocalories (kCal) a day in
rural areas and 1,696 kCal in urban areas, the
average intake flls short of the recommended daily
intake of 2,500 kCal by close toa third, Even as
governments — both the Centre and the states — try
to ensure adequate intake through support
programmes including the public distribution
system, several other factors are in play, Problems
of access, nutrient balancing, efficient targeting and
delivery need urgent solutions, That said, the trend
of a shrinking gap between the top and bottom
fractiles over the past decade is heartening,

Second, the recent trend of diversification of
households’ nutritional basket holds strong, Though
cereals continue to be the single-largest source of
protein for households, thelr share in the overall
protein pie is falling, with households turning to
pulses, dairy and meat/fish/poultry. That is
welcome, given It indicates rising spending on
nutritional balance — with commensurate imprints
on human health. As non-communicable diseases
start to define India's morbidity picture, itis
necessary 1o get the nutritional mix and diet
basket right.

Third, as the data is parsed for regional patterns, a
more comprehensive picture of deficis is likely o
emerge, not always fitting neatly with economic
conditions. There will be sociocultural factors at play
that need to be understood and factored in as the
State moves o tweak policies.
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Delhi’s multilateralism
plank needs tweaking

Differences between
India and China are now
at the heart of their
interactions in
multilateral institutions
and, thus, of geopolitics
n June 26, the defence
nisters’ meeting of the
Shanghal Cooperation
| Crganization (SC0) con-
chadid iy the ewstern Chl-

nese coastal ity of Qing:
1 Iy [N

technology, counter-terrorism, and
zlmﬂmm‘imnswhﬂmmhm»
emance challengy

Tsrnel-Huvmis conflict
wlgdp Isedl became n member of the

tioms in mui‘

Ide Paldstan as part of the
ion's and one

tonsat the Workl Tride Ovganisation
andd Inter national Monetary Fund and
an climase change. This focus allowed
thee members o avoid geopolitical divi-
slons. Wiile these are still significant
oljectives, China's strategles n these
organisations heve changed in
e |l deecae,

In Communist Party of
Chilna General Secrewary Xi

refuscel tosign on as the draft docurment
avoided] menthon of Pahalgam ter-

attackin Apel
terrorist incidents in Pakisian. India
argued that signing the document
womtled vinlermmine ies positions.and poli-

whes on S i &m0,
This bins by defence min-
ey Fajrath Simgh undlerseones Chira's
welforts to shield its “iron brother” and
ailly, Paldstan. Whike the disagreement
e ther bssiaer st i shishow over high-
bevel meetings of SC0 hested DyL]I.!Ia

i deeper problem of how India-Ching
alilferences are now st the heart of thelr
Intevactions in muliibviers) instinations
ani, thus, o geapalitics.

ratsonale Chinese ncademics subse-
ety offened wins Lobet e Dwo coun-
tries use the foram 1o help resolve diffi-
cult bikateral problems. But China is
Tardly the hunslmdu'.i— persistont
India-Ch Pakdstan-
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Glven Chi R
il have fewer multll

lsall-mu.new Delhi
mim EUTERS

wmﬂllm\xl!lm‘hu w

l|l|l1gs. B g urmm that “China

went Instiutions such as the SCO or
Dllm Trom emerging as platforms for

their broader 1
sivalry with Pakistan playing
the robe of China's proxy In

Nk
ton with Incis on ksues including
delimitation negotiation and border
managemwnt, jointly keep the border
arens peaceful and trangudl, and pro-
i mnllmh'nuhalw and cocp:

(-M:I.Ddlm ambitions aid strate-
s withiln reglonal and global angani-
sations, thorew il be fewer muilatens|
forums where India and China can
suﬂelqmluﬂu move their u‘hﬂm

mun Iilm'vr.v the par
hand

racks or o di

Puk milimary collu

ol atrilat-

!m-mn a\'Aqlnnl-:h\

eral between Chinese, Pakistani and
Alighan i i In B

mmlnllmmu 0 the ghobal nmnl nnd
Tl sl imitixd

aller the [ dire, s
well as the inaugural Bangladesh-Chi-
na-Poklstan meeting of senfor foreign
minisery officials in Kunming in June.

In the first two decades of the 21st

century.
SO0 and Brics provided uselul plar-

Jinping’s “new Besjing South Asin. Expanding
T startind s oo thee ke rode of the SCO and Brics to
{SC0md Brics,  Devendra  cover geopalitical s o
yeking them mare closely 1o Kumar Chin has sought 1o deo, rede-
Ihtmultnl st aned inberia- Biaes the voke and identity of
| oifectives. It has, thus, these oo
unﬂlhmmwludmunw quen iy, opons wp avenues for
meste and validate & strongly mternal dvisions.
antiiberal Chinesce modd.ul' Chinese i
rally bl b0 opposition from
Eﬂm wobally as well 1 10 Indlia, Delhd eventually
e Chinese foreign pol- acguiesced in the expansion of
Iy Initiatives like the Beltand Jabin Brics but has ken a softer
Fioad Intiative and the three T Jacob lne Uan other by
el |nitiatives - on = - ha -I-: actions In Gaza,
I1!‘I. M‘Il‘|l\‘!l’llm'lwl1 D
with LI!Illta. a, India percelves
uumlumlb\.{qmuumulul Iudlluhruluuluruﬂllr Astan comi-
o the i thie  gobally, China,

SCO and Prics ns o way of countering

Tor s pat, sees el s o putative suc-

s for it
le luuh‘miw ut'l!h. twa r.uum:\m..

of rapld coonomsic, technobogionl and

millisary transformation mean that

claims of stra wn-r JIIUM}' ring
imerensingly hollow, Instead, New Delhd

Ences i stark choices - aligne
et with China on the kitter's Lenms,
adtgzrment with & West pulllng in differ-
et directions, ora difficult, onely free-
nmu posithon bn ntermetional

Ing Indlni.hlna I | Il.m-

Ll [wihat lncka must
1

' ngen

chianged over the st decade.

relutions and how it must go about

SO0 purwd Brics,
summdt over the weekend in IlJu Dc
Jomeelro, Braail, hove be I

the weight of Wessery comoriothe USustheg B Even as there. Ilu-rwp\wmxw(a dledng it have not yet been eredibly
lonad and global and it bt hallenge that Indin nt, India-Ch
I I s ol the short term tons have not only continued but

significnnt from their very comooption.
Hewever, their Focus was on what Chi-
nese oficial staternents often identify ns
“practical cooperasion,” which inchaded
conperation in economics and rade,

Platfor I
politicnl issues aligning with its own
positions and interests, For example,
China has hinted In recent years that
these ongandsatbons shoukd coordinae
thelr positions on maners such as the

Boljings wnhl am! dhowcls have boen
tailored accordingly. In response o
remarks by the Indian defence minister
atamevting with his Cliinese counter-
part on the sidelines of the 500 meet
that siressed “the need w0 create good

esteradod o multibieral onganisations.
The Bries Summit in Rio has for i
lhﬂne “imnl‘lhcnmg Global South

Dievenalra Kurrar b msociiote fellow ansd
Bt T Javots i afirveror ot she Conmro of
Exosllirice foor Himshipan Sl Schanl
8 Shiv

hdmriv&mmmm However, Indin-
China compesition will now likety pre-

[ . §
Warfar Pustinrior of Emninenor, Dedhi-NCR,
“The views exressad are persnsd,

What Prada did to the
Gl law and Kolhapuris

2036 collection have recently been in
the eye of a storm. While Pracda has
now scknowledged that the products were
insplred by the traditonal Kolhapur chap-
pals (a registered Geographical Indication
since H0EH has any law been broken here?

To unpack Uhe controversy, one must first
understand what a Gl registration really
means,

A grographical indication isa g given to
 product (natural or man made) that origl
metes in a particular place and hos o panioe-
jur et of character lstics, Kolhapuri chappals
are ddentlied in the reglstration as a speckes
of open Indian footwear made of bag tanmed
lenther with vegetable dyes, produced using
arnd ittomal wchnbgues and 1ols, Accord]
10 the registration, these products use bul-
Hlo hide, cow hide, call skins of
bull and cow treated with lime
Askabod ) and tanned using vegetabie
nanning material (Babulbark and
myrobalan s, and sisol e for
atitehing. They e ivalve the use
af hand tools for unhairing. Desh-
ing, beaming and serubbing,

Thie GI kaw merely serves as a
hnnﬁr:lumﬂnnndaummlullly
acraft or product that comes from
a particular reglon, For example, tea that is
ot grown in Darjeel |ﬂ.lhlm'[ aspecific sel
of drcumstances cannot be called Darjeeling
nea However, il tea grown elsewhere mimics
e Laste and aroma of a perfect cup of Mrst
Mush rom Darjecling without using the
word on s prodict packaging or promwtion,
b e el Tt your ik yous vea (or spill i),
without imerfering.

Glindringement oceurs when o product is
miwtagged, e, something made elsewhere
under a different st of conditions andfor
nsing different raw matcrials is sold as the
original GI tagged product. If Prada sold
procucts tagged as Kolhapurl ohappals when
l|lq‘ were in fact not mide in Maharashira
arK k g 1o the
of the Gl registration, sml\r |I|r|| would the
question of infringement arise, That s

Ise leather sandals seen on the ramp
I Tor thie Prada. Men Spring Summer

clearly not the case here. 5o Irrespective of

Iievw ramkled one may feel, thene is no action-
able chaim that can be made in this instance.

Shwetasree
Majumder

for the Infringement of a G1 or any other
Form al intellectual property.

I this backed rop, shoubd we demand that
since these sandaly resemble Kolhapuri
chappals. Prada should call them by that
name?

A bramdd’s decision as to where they manu-
Facturo their [u'ndununumh' mmmcmnl

MIGNON HOUSTON

fes are majc

They understs
vulnerabilitics when

wmaritime
1l the
freedom of

navigation is not L‘ﬁ|ll¢&,‘ll.,'i|

ane, |
s beather footwear in In<1I|| l( I‘unlswlm:l
of quality contral measures and product
specifications, that could potentially conflict
with the specifications of a G tagged prod-
uet, 5o, a demand that Prada tag their prod-
uets 8 Kolhaprt chappals makes sense only
W they are manufuctured in the specific dis-
tricts of Maharashira or Karnataka (n
accordance with the crlteria of the Gl regls-
wl are not based on Prada's own
Hons wnd msterials, Ifthey don'l do
elther, then Bt would be o mis-de-
scription 1o tag the products as Knl

India’s new NDCs must
take private sector along

governments around the world
uamlc thelr Natlonmally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) on climase

dischosure ramevorks rom RELand the Bust-
ness Respoms(biliny and Sebi's Sussilnabiliy
Meporting Pramewark of have Irl|x(h|\|n
"
huave

i b Ul

corporate beh,

il R 1

hapuri ehappals and
disservice 1o the original craft und
its Gl registration,

I can almaost hear you asking,
“then what | the polnt of the regis-
tration® A GI registration helps sex
atandards for the produet; (| regu-
lntes the place of manufacmure, the

Nnnumlhlqn.-lm P oo lne nationid pri-

Climate Dmm;ﬂNANIGIn A0 0 the NDC In

arities sl gl i sectors, wne identify

2005 el s it e 2022, Erclin haes st B

signalled its commitment 1o Malmllllﬂl\
i nceressdrng the climate crlss. Its 2005 NDC
i, eepectod w0 be annotinced in the nm-ip o
COPH in Bm.ll can slgmla new approach —

riw materials and used,
1 the raw materials and echnigues are accu-

seetor
tithe mln ulllm\s L1h||alL joumney.,

NDCo
10 ralse i85 climite ambition by infegrating
stronger implementation mechanisms, recog-
mising progoss in the privite soctor and explor-
gt deeper mmuﬂlpl. Inddia's chirnate ambi-

it st dirfve it Chenn energy will help deliver

rinte bat ahe place of manulacture is diff
It i at bestan “inspiration” — the procuct
cannol be sold under the GI wmg. which
.ATpcuu 1oy b the case here, And the question
acknowledging [nspiration sa purely éthl-
el andd moral question, not o lkegal one.
Sodoes this mean thist Prada now “owns”
Kothapuri chappals? The answer s agaln, no!
Dwsigner apparel and accessories are pro-
tected (after negistration) under the Deslgns
Act, 2000 in Inclia. For a design to be registra-
Bile it e to be originad and not in ghe pul
He domain. The risk that o luxury brond
akes with potentially launching a product
that is firmly in the public domain is tat it
eannot claim infringement against third
party knock-offs since the design in this case
would ot be registrable In Prada's favour,
Bt here again, it is important to remember
that the commercial decision of whether
these products will traverse the path from
rom o retail has not been pubdicly declared.
St chalm thant Praca will be “selling” these
For a kakh phus ks at best a click-bait headline
For the moment,
Now that the law |s done and dusted, the

5 i che l‘ﬂll with,

Ry lower the import bill % of the
5 mill i

roduce emissicmns inbensity by 3 !-j!l!hb)'d.r’l.l
and achdeve 40% of power capacity from pon-
foasdl sources. The subsoquent NDC
(2022) raised the pledge 1o reduce
cmnbsslons iniensity by 45% and creale
0% cumulative generasion capacity
Hroem renewables, |ndiaabsodechred a

2047, Climnte action is smart ceonomics,
Mosrecwer, India's forests, wetlinds, and agno
econysieinaane critical bullers aglnst
climute shocks, offering both carbon
sinks and climate resilence, dias
neat NIDC should also recognise the
role of Notural Climate Solutbons

el gem lllﬁi year of 2070 (NCS), encourage corporate st
India‘salliclal dimatestrbegywas — Andrew  mentin forest nessoration and bicdi-
srenghened by o sl novensent Prag vaersity, rd align sbapeation priortice.
In the privite sector when over 125 with [isiness resdbenoe strategies,
Indian companies adoped Sclence- Finaneing this translorma son will
Based Targets, Many voluntarily set reipuire usprecodoted mobili stion of
mel zeno targets abead of the rational baoth domestic and imernmatiomal capi
2070 denelline, backed by internal cur- tal As per preliminary government
bon pricing, green finance mecha- estimates, achieving India's current
nisms, and rerewable energy efforts. NI cargets will require 625 crillion
I this contest, 2025 offers India a (825 trillion) by 2000 — equivalent o
historic opportunity to craft a 2005 RR 1 trillion ($170 billion) annually,
o i signals dgher ambidon Rashmi Notaby, climate finance in [idia has
e o anSom By Lt Infegranes the Eargely been domestically driven, with

governanent’s vislon with shat of the
prha[l. sector in ulv areas of energy
tors 05 well as ad

must be addressed. Although there is o
actionable legal claim aguinst Prada, the |)ﬂ_r

I 2025 survey of Indian business kaders,
80k supported a tranltion from fosil fucks to
itk B4 !

and PR

ewabic hlsshilt
hin decade: ndi' ion

opening up a channel of ce

approcimately B3% of flows orlginat-

Ing from dom estic sources. Bridging
thie gap — particularly for sdaptation and
nature-hused solwhons — requires o mix of
wccelermbed domestic lnvestents and slgnil-
cantly enhanced intermentions) support, muking
astrong e ru i Ivestment-rosdy NDC et
il soe

between them and the Mala rashtra Cham-
ber of Commerce, Whether it will result in
takenism or @ commercial boost to the radi-

efforts are thus increasingly shaped by an
“ambition leap”™ where early business action

taral targets (o help de-risk investments and
cunbw Tboth pubilic ancl privite finance at scale,

sonal practitioners of the erall
seen,

The one definite positive outcome [ see
from this controversy is an uptick in the sales
ol the original Kolhapuri chappals. With a
forelgn quurr brand's apparent endorse-
ment. we will hopefully see our heritage
producs as coed! After all, what's sauce for
the goose is chuiney for the gander!

Now thit the kv bs o, the
wuesthon of ethlcs and culturnl
appropristion must be addressed.  suims

Majurmder &5 managing parines,
Futus Law Chambers
The views expressal ary personal,

o mibition. This

Irmlnn#nm Imimnm.mclmmmu-

rl-n[l-‘\fs)mhulymmpduw
Inse i I ich

s peverseauctions in solar, the National b

gen Misslon. the Perform, Achieve and Tracde

scheme — enbled private wcrar Inwestment

i’ il the upcoming
IHK arud COPA0 platFor s offer an opportu-
ity toanchor clmateambision within broacer

Iy 2047, energy independenoe. and industris
competitivencss, Indian business has shown
thielr willingness, Now we noed bold govermn-
ment lendership o unlock its full poental

‘et for insi
the ebectrification of its tkll\ﬂy Deet. while Analriew Priag (s manigiog divecior (Poligy), We
e and Infusys k g aition (WMBC),
et Anotonky ance butalso Jitow. T Ener gy anid Resour oes
o competivveness and future-proofing, Trstinade (TERIL

Smiluety, regulstoey signals such as cimae

The viens expressed are persons,
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The innovation drive

The R&D corpus in the public sector should help
open the floodgates of private risk capital

HEWYERNMENTHASIN" 1on the head with its decisi

)i |
n m:wnnble uim In the public su:ctur and let the private sector

(A1} r ithe T1lakh-crore

hnuwwl.hm N.\tlonal]ll:uuamh 1 anel Iy lauded its two-

tlered structure involving second-level fund nunagcmln acapital-scarce
country, where allocations of even the avallable funds are heavily skewed,
and uﬁcn hulp cntrl:nchmnrkut cmmntratlon»,k&l)hasmvcr gol al head
start,Th

EHAVEWEAPON-
ISED soclal media
ta galn instant visl
bility, with posts
that stir commaon
:hlnlung m— eupmua parspuuua that's

Intensive manul'.u:turlng I'orlongymrs actual accomplishment has been
suboptimal, Policles that safeguarded profitability of upsteeam players at
the cost of the downstream ?uc chiain, low labour productivity, and logis-
tieal constraints prevented the country from winning its spurs,

India is now betting big on capital- and tech-intensive manufacturing
and seeks to catapult itself to high-end services, while still extending some
Support topmductl.on processes where labour content could remain high
for a longer period. It has set tall targets to become a major global playl:rln

or both, Soclal
mdia hummdmmawhl.cle fm'hdd

© DIGITALTRAP
WEB GIANTS NEED TO INVEST MORE IN POLICIES, PARTNERSHIPS; THE PUBLIC MUST NOT BECOME GULLIBLE VICTIMS

The underbelly of social media

ANIL NAIR

Faundes, ThirkStrest

hand, and the n:pomnllal reverberation
It creates on the ather,

People who wish to stay connected
with personal and professional friends
.1an acqu.\lmnma onhm wishing to

kot
PF il b

suneis l.'uns huuldea mlng therl.igilalecunm'n}m latofempl

Indi toa.Yet,

a few,would still seck short-term prnﬂtﬂbllltynndmirlwtdununnncu rnthr:r
than put rsk eapital in risk- homuhuwztbunvmnws.

Even now, just 0,6-0,7%of th product (GDP) s
spent on R&D, as against China's 2, 4%and Isrm.'la 5,400, both comparable
being in the emerging-market-economies’ club. Also, India has had only
moderate success in using foreign direct investment as a means to acquire
technology, where China and many others have enviable track records, A
recent Nitl Aayog papernotedb ina's R&D spending of neasly $500 bil-
lon in 2024 *dwarfed " India’s sub-§ 100 billion, ﬁmg:p.aomrding toother
estimates Iumnblgg:r.hut the Niti repart yhighlighted that India's

tlon and halso ‘diffused”, and ylelded

few cummumlal outcomes.
This is one reason why the manufacturing sector has ceded share in the
GDP inrecent years,despite the policy intent to ralse it to 25%. The country

has a measly share of 2.8% in global i ing now, pared with
Chlna'529°lh i with FE,fi I la Sithara-
mian observed thatwhile laboue-i being given policy supp-
ort, the cholee Is no longera slmplr: o, betmun labuur and cipltil The
l:ml.lm:lar)-I lines are b thin as trad ors

aregetting automam‘l atafast pace, ﬁmmlnlﬂuralﬁn hlshllghtud how"old
silos”™are 1 Iy, and thel haveturned high-

Iy fluid inthe pmhlﬂnma.ttl'ncnuntrfs labsour market indicatorsaren't
keeplng pace wlth the per capita b DF, the ﬁ.'amlhllln-I Df sustainable rapid
sile. The
Fund of Funds scheme for start- upu has helped hnlutur India's entreprenc-
urial ecosystem, Like infrastructureand start-up funding, R&D and innova-
tion too require speclalised, patient funds, Th of the new R&D cor-
prus in the government sectorwill hing, bject! ol efficientall
D{'thc funds to the truly deserving unlts.and enhanced academia- Andustry
tes. It must be ensured that the corpus encourages the corporate sector to
pltehinwith much higher funds. The beneficiary poolmust be broac-based,
rather than being restricted to the creamy layer of Corporate India.

Mamdani won because
too many elites lost

Hli.!. HA‘rH Ncl'ury Ilhc thc dlaappolnlod hauw bourgeolsbe, npnpulhu revolt has

ealt a severe

The -urpﬂ-l.ng primarywinof 33- “year-

lﬂdl ‘nn

!
Fohan !

gram, X, and LinkedIn a::nn.dvdy
Anaother :rlsger for staylng

When the medium itself exacerbates

horrific ks the blue whale :Mllnm :hat

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@® CURBING CYBERCRIME

wWest Bengal chief minister Marmata Banerjee

There is an urgent need for stringent legislative
provisions that can act as an effective deterrent
against the creation and dissemination of
provocative content and acts perpetrated with
criminal intent in cyberspace

Information reach more people, far more
rapldly. Maybe untruths are more engag
Ing than bland faces?

‘When algorithms are deployed, they
= ot that's Indlividualised based
on onllng behaviour, motivated to get
users tospend mone timeon the platform,

Brands that seek to reach unexplolted
uyer niches engage influencers who are
Incentivised to produce favourable con.
lenl rh.\l genome higher views — and

anxdety and addletion, excessive screen | lasts up to 5n :la}'n. mu. gl often accused

time and irregular sleep patt Innocuo d ingvirtues that products don't

bemmmynﬂlfclno .\I‘I’cctlag:hnhlnl danmmuuanddemeanlns.endlmm:h |>om.ora:amatlngnmm,

mer instr upon And then there are bots, deployed to
I bizarre that as war overtakes West orkill oneself. d I i, b

Asla and all eyes are tralned on what the
supreme leader of lran, .\y.\mllah Kha

247 ks the fear of missing out (FOMO)

on news, sockal events, oronline trends,
Topreserve the lmage the soclal media

anunlmwmmm pmeagalm.ltmwt

mened, I

Arewe llving In a post-truth epoch?
Misinformation Is yet .molher malor

It tosell health and wellness products,cre
ate nocial unrest, or Influence elections,

rhmano dvll wlmv {

and h h
tion on some nrlms decade-obd tweets on
mo:ry.cmo:mna and rela

kllaw
mml\:ﬁdnwdm 1:haaeroded

to
spot,now there are effective tools to detect
bot activity.

beedited, and the naerative could b fake.
And It bsn't without deleterlous side eff.
ects, Whatever your motivewhen you pub

a colourful holiday ahmad.. greeting a
cebebrity,or eating at an exothe restaurant,
It's ke one-uprmanship, [n a sense, you'ne

Lehrirwhacd and

doubt that those trying to
coerce of manipulate others through
soclal media have a deep understanding
of humaa payehology. They know that

creates new truths, that
uers have no nmemm: check,and are

that could induce a varkety of I
Maybe a dismisslve sneer in a few who
avmbaantham Ar )

Tuding one in lnu:ance.dunnﬁi:ovld 1‘1.
vhich he described himsel! Those trying peaple were tharoughly
asnaughty and playful, m coerce of confused about whether

Eepuallysothat the Inter. late others  Fetting d was for
natlonal Tennls Federation I }
and theWomen's Tennls As “‘m"ﬂh social overdose of the
soclation recentlyreleaseda  media have a deep  ories.
Ahyesreeedingozy,  Understanding of - SRR LU0
Of the 1.6 million posts an human psychology ducts and services, misrep-
alysed deploying artificlal detalls about

Intelligence, 8,000 were
abusive or threatening, They came from

all, or threatening |
hiding behind online anonymity. Like

4,200 sey Mllﬂg'ﬁﬂ
players; 26% of such g

eﬂ'l:aqf. Impact, or uldn
affects. Like when tobacco

Inclined to bell with
thelr inherent bellefs,

Arewe dolng enowgh? The UN offersa
holistle framewaork for pre-emptive act
lon, This Includes bullding socketal res|
lience, offy d chol

content consumed, refining the business
h

models of and advertls
s paire

market naw nicotine
or el Orwhen sell

almed at just five players, with one plawr

cal da over time —orself-harminthe | recelving 263 from a single account, Mot

:moltl\eﬂmul\tﬂyvulnerﬂalc surpris ngly. about 40% of the abuse
By, mmﬁm d from angry gamblers,

oddcould eval dingsof| And then there are perplexing, some

even In passive participants — more so timesdeviant onlinechallenges to induce

whien the mind decldes that the ather per
son i undeservedly wearing better
clothes, driving a better car, or living Ina
better house,

mguun tan latlon present themselves as
oxpcnr.omphanulag a:mol Ifi

the free flow of authentc Information,
andihehighest levels of transparency and
4 . A acadoml

that doesn' mmthnlfpumm‘

‘What about influencers,and bots? It's
amazing that sockal madia uwra:amxp
ound anytople,

b
But two prime constituentsneed todo

much more, Web conglomerates — by

Imvesting more Ia ml:lust pol!clns. fact

Like :Mwlnspoppcr:m drinking sauce
that's unbearably hot, walking blindfold
In teaffle, or choking oneself, The most

pertise, qunlll'!mkms ortheauthenl!my
of thelr facts. And it's baffling when re-
search reveals that posts contalning mis

checldng | con
trals, and rcmr:hgr.mtu And the con
suming public who must not become
ullibde, willing victims,

From fringe to financial mainstream

ROOPA KUDYA

Tha writer is & business laader and start-up irvestar

As Bitcoin gets more embedded in regulation, institutional

portfolios, and financial narratives, questions about its
lack of asset backing are becoming less relevant

IH A LA an June

ate taxed ital

17,the US Senate passed the GE NIUSAct,
legislatlon specifically almed at regulat-

I New York Clty s mayoral |
Lom, And it will only get worse,
reiilts of the M vletary concerns his bage:

Younger, well- e el fakrby affluent d lving in Brookhyn peciall lhemorc
Mhml.mwlll!anml:urgam dvwick bourhood: !

Iatest mar their
One of the mat 1

|wias

Ing stabil This marks a new phase
for the eryptocurmency ecosysterm, boost -
Ing elarity and confldence. From a low
prbce of around §3,100 in 2018, Bitcoin
has now crossed 2.1 trillion in market

I expected inmid- 2025, Industry groups 1 FEprEse
El Salvadaor' smmFMImnofslt:oll\ a8 pushing i prohik to ages af I:al.mce ulwe:a and :ould In
legaltmdmnlﬁ!.m... prudence.ABicol plliat s b q
bal Introduced a I 11} posed, Indla is taking a ETFinflowscan reverse raphdly,as seen
0% tax on crypto galns (ph ch d app h watchl global in other asset classes during market cor-
s o et ot agr Fanc ¥ “{g

which amounted to recognition without
endorsement, In 2025, President Trump

rushed declslons,
Bitcoln Is no longer defined by kdeol-

rections. Ragulatory approval in one jurks-
i i 't A8

il chanoawlrh -

pepular lived in the Bron St the ..:.. ey walue, surpassing Meta, Alphabet, Tesla,  backed stablecoln legislation while Indla oy oranonyrlty. [t bs treated as an alter- tlomorﬂnaul.\lcnnes
wll- ol‘ftwnedommhuula-tlcallr &:rmmmwm,onlyatmymmmpmlud and Broadcom. prepared a public consultation paper., nathve asset like gold orventure capital. It y s Quantu
toselze I T What started off as a challenge to flat In 2018, retall sentiment turned ks used for d | lon, long-term dl Il Iy
Th danl' d b e el I:utdon‘ttulallle currencles has steadily evolved Into a deeply negative and the erypto winter appreclation,and macro hedglng Volatll- I!lt:olnucrypmg:aph!cmurlty.under
cmush rheyaretheomwho-ul‘ferfmmml Uruwmlt}'ofm«mmcul professor widbely held asset class and createdwealth — began. By 2020, investors began treating I Insafi bt i hase mining its !‘undamental value pwoponl
Peter Turch vachil for many. Here's how that transition Bitcoln as a store of value I to ls broader and more . Theshift s thon, Maj S dy
dren of middle- and upg lass household Al unfolded, shaped by Institutional dightal gold), with the infla- ongaing but unr Id 1 I1lkght and
acareerth Ithand HM'""M"M"M" dnunﬂmd“el!:ﬂobs regulatory recognition, and mlvlng tlon LT T Ly T ——— regulatory crackdowns,
The result ulandblame Iwestar behaviour, Ing ground, Deb: shifti Isks Central bank digital currencles, Inc-
deem unfale. n.m:hln uguenll\at |:as|| per!odmmdal st were due o an over- In 2020, MicroStrategy became the Despite volatility bet- ate ng Limitations of*digital Ilullna In lndl.\ might |mwldomrmrn
papulism,including first listed company to hold Blecolnon its — wieen 2022 and 2023 long- from whether gold” analogy: Gold has  ment
the Oceupy Wall Street mmmnmnt I:.alamce th a8 4 reasury auue:.wlth term holding increased wh- Bitcoin has value aver 5,000 years of histord- mand fordecentralised crypmcurrenmu.
Part of the problem Is that the divide b lturally and Iy ell le exch i to how it fits into cal nrecedent as a store of Envirenmental concerns about energy
johs has widened, Based on the government's Current Population Survey between 2621 Iamrl:mm:began toenter, l‘he !mpwovcd'.' Platforms like alue yption could lead to stricter regu-
2022and 2025, about 1294 of thecollege graduates who Lightning Y reduced the broader duringtatal fallures  latlons, e gth
live in Brooklyn work inwhat | call “creative” industries a|:pnmd spot Eltmlnc:changc traded  fricthon for users. Through- financial system such as wars, internet out- mmajor fi | crisl Id d
farts, medla,non- pmﬂmrhnmaymmwtmt Trooklyn funds(ETFsin 2024 Thisopenadthedoor  out 2024 and 2025, spot  ee—— s, 0r power grid collapse, ool hriah I
Isoneof thelarg for traditlonal Institutions and retall ETFs normallsed Bitcoln In while Bitcoln requires func- than its safe-haven propertles,
nomibcallydiverse. Creativecoll i I fakeup lnmmmmaccmaltcnm through regu- portfollos. Retall and Igital infrastructure to op
a saller inath h, 15, rwch like gold ETFs, tlonal Investors now access It :hmugh f‘mldnmpplyIuph}'ncallymnu:rahmd Here to stay
(between 5% and 1100) and the LJ% mllegccducamd Throughout 2025, ETFs have contin- regulated familiar products. sk appetite by mining economiles, whereas Bltcoln's Bltcoin'svalue comes from belng trus-
v population overall (7%), ued to drive Inflows while global banks — has evolved, and while volatility remains — scarcity depends entirely on code.Could  ted secure,and useful especiallyasa store
w The creative college graduates In Brooklyn have a have begun developlng structured prod- high Bltcaln ls no longer seen as purely that thearetically be changed by consen- of value or a hedge against Inflation, Its
mcdlan household Income of about $|25 000 But lhat uets thed to Bitcoln, There s early talkof  speculative, Instead, It s treated as along- sus? Additlonally, gold has Induserial and worthwill be sustalned i market dernand
SCHRAGER In New York, especially ign Bltcoln reserves emergingon  duration asset. il Tve utility beyond | To ig-termutility sustal
ent families who expect to re|:licalethel: parents'stan- the horizon. India allows ownershipand trading of bea true store of value in the long term, it As Ilheammnmreembcddedh!rml
Bloombarg dard of living. When thele parents were young, having a Polley discourse has shifted from res- Biteoln, but the Reserve Bank of Indla would also arguably need lowervolatllity  lagion, |
collegedegreeensured nvsch higher relative pay, Blg cithes triction te structured ntegration, Bet- remains concerned sbout systemicrisks.A mh%mml:wornumhmnmmn il narratms.quesmnnalm: Bta lack of
waere also Iemc:penslwhack:rmn.amlanon |:mﬂ|hbcnuldal‘[mla ecent Hving ween 2018and 2019,a patchworkof reg- 0% tax on Income from erypto and 1% Cyel adoption: Current Instituel- Thack b gl s 3
standard Only 30%of creat| com- ulatery pushbackand uncertaintystalled  tax deducted at source on transactlons  onal Interest may be driven by low Inter- The debate ls shifting fromwhether Blteo-
pared to 7 I J y.It gets worsewhen they com- In 2020, theu‘l delar- actas adeterrent, dliquidity,which dl mhuvalmmhoml ﬂnmtotl:clsmmw
haranh: hoh {41 it Brooklyn also fyinglt Inhal ke traditional ..

inany wha work ln'nnarwe L and c‘nnau!!!ng, Thiele median houseliold Ineome s
over §290, mﬂ.and sﬂ%wnthclr honwtthmmlhcylcndmbe ahlt nldcﬂ

AMthoughthe Icelite have always lived I
the reason the dIdec!sgettlngwmmccauueimhclm !wdcc.mu hel.nglnahdg
cltysuch

Hut cities have also become much more cnpcmﬂvc m.\l.nlyaslherc.wlto[lncmaacd

dmamd I'orhnuulng andllmlwduupply Economically elite jobs have also become
lelite jobs,

Allthis s why Mamdani l hils promises to sub-

mllcdma:edmwmn' Jsoa legitl ilern th I
Ires living where they carﬂ nccmaﬂly ah’nrdthe lifestyle theywant and foel lhcy
deserve, Turchin ly get worse. Recent shifts in the labour
mam.'t duemwchnology xugpsl the carnkngs premium from college may shrink
4\' :hcwryleut Ifthese voters tum to

lismt I dtles therewill
be mnmnmahmmuand hlslm pﬂm I'r:rmnrket ~priced goods, and the afford -
d cultural ellte but for everyone.

L0 I\\

ability p:
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!orn\ally treated as propeety whereplm

Paolicy Is grewing, how-
ever, A govesnment consultatlon paper |8

THE EDITOR

‘assets more attractive, Corporate Bteain

tars to alectric vahicles (EV), artificial
intelligence (Al), to space — projec:

Justified caution ey oF free lunchas, mone 56 now.
Fund managers can't be blamad for

Apropos of “Wither vanity metrics” being strict with their di

(FE, Juby 3}, 88 wit are Bving in an ever- that bath big and small names in lr.m

avolving, nnmlcmrld fund u-pq have loded in recent tmes,

gers are right in o ine,

retums socner than earlier accepted

timalines, Before expacting fund man- ECOﬂOmlC pOtE l'ltlal

agers to open thelr purse for Series A India stands on th p of

money, promoters have to prove thir
cradentials and business model, They
must remember there is no easy

Ramash Chander
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tedtog $588-738 billion in
mrnual revenue by 2030, 8 sharp rise
From $164-204 billion in 2023, accord-
ing ta McKinsey, Backed by robust
macroeconomic fundamentals, policy

't replaced
minoney, bt |t does appea It's here to stay.

ing with irvestment, and EVs and
battery manufacturing are picking up
pace with state schemes, Simultaneo-
ualy, Al, eybersecurity, space, nuclear
fission, and robotics are emargi
strategic frontiers, reinforcing India's
potential to become a hub of innova-
tion and ad d 4 if

support, and mungd'gvtal d
the sectors are p h

transformation, with nine high-
grawth, innavation-driven sectors —
fram e-commerce and semicanduc:

industrial landscape, E+ :ammom is
expanding in rural markets, semicon-
ductors and cloud services are surg-
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the end of the decade,
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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India must back Dalai
on choice of successor

hat should be a celebration of & spivitual leader of Tibetan
Buddhists of the Nalanda tradition who turns 80 this weekend

has had o dose of peo)

1ssue has croj
inherited the 14th Dala

has et up must

litles injected into it as the succession
f up. However, the Government of India, which

Lama's refuge in the country as a natural sup-
rum:rd a spiritual movement under

508, s firm that the Dalal Lama a
handle th

seure in Communist Ching in the
the Gaden Phedrang Foundation he

e succession as it wishes

Ching, which views the Dalal Lama asa upsrsll.wl and 18 in political exike

in India, has respected his big followin
own Dalai Lama and allowing only a
Palace. However, China insists that it alone has the authority to a

to the extent of not thrusting its
mehen Lama in Lhasa's Potala
oV

the next Dalal Lama. It is easy to see then how another friction point in
already fractiows Indla-China relations s fast develaping.
There is lo 1c tn tiw view that a belief in reincarnation, through which

actice, will

in the
be decided ﬂﬂl!‘ b)’ mlubl Ished omwemluna and that the

K-y Id religious
sire of the

14th Dalai Lama be respected in makimf thee chodee. This is steictly in the

China played dirty,
its officials
abdueting a
six-year-old boy,
anointed by the
current Dalai
Lama as the 11th
Panchen Lama;
who has not been

domain of religlon and neither India nor China
should have a say in ¢ the succession takes
place. It is another matter that the lssue has
been heavily politicised and has o bearing on
India-China relations, especially since the Dalai
Lama has stated that his successor will be from
autslde China.

China played dirty in the previous reincarna-
thon that was sald to have boen spotted. [ts offi-
clals abducted a six-year-old boy, anointed by
the eurrent Dalal Lama as the 11th Panchen
Lama and he has not been heard from since
15, The current Beifing-installed Panchen

heard from
since 1995 Lama has pledged allegiance to the Chiness
Communist Party, strengthening China's
rosolve to take greater contral of the Tibatan people

Having invested so much time and given refuge to the Dalai Lama and his

ollowers, who constitute a bl diaspora of Tibetan Buddhists in India and

elsewhere, India has no option but to go along with the wishes of the Dalai
Lama who has been a revered re in India for decades and among the
man; mul%lﬂe whao fed Tibet with him and their successors who were born
outslde Tibet. There b8 no place for the nation to have a policy on this and
even less for any intervention at this stage.

It is tragic then that China is thought to be waiting for his death as he has
not respanded to China's offer to discuss his future if he recognises Tibet
a8 an inalienable part of China. The Tibetan government in exile cannot be
expected to even consider this as its vory establishment is owed to the
Dalai Lama being viewed as a freedom fighter whe, dressed as an ordinary
soldier, fled Mao's China to settle in meuntainous Dharamshala, with a
resemblance to their Tibetan home, where he set up a government in exile.

The US, where the Dalal Lama's followers have long been recognised as
rallghous refugees, has reaolved to suppart his cholee of successor, With
the status quo having prevailed for 85 years of the leader's residence in
India as the very personification of the Tibetan movement, there is Htthe
need to change anything, regardiess of China's views on the Dalal Lama
and how it would love to shape the hunt for his successor,

Keep tight vigil at Amarnath

hee d8day Amarnath yatra, the annual pilgrimage undertaken hy
Tdevulmnﬂ'[m Shiva at the ice lingam in the Amarnath cave temple

has begun this year, too, under an unprecedented three-tior securit
cover, It is expected that about five lakh 8 will undertake the plr
wrimage this year. About 7000 pilgrims are there in the first batch and the
total number of pilgrims reglstered for the yatea this year is marginally
lower than the last year's figure.

Pllgrimage is a plous activity across religions and the people of all reli-
ilons are part of the festivities of one rellglon; pilgrims of one faith are
facilitated in thelr journeys by people of all falths, The Amarnath yatra is
no different as the people of Knshmir extend thedr warmth and hospitality
to the pilgrims  who come  there  from  all  over  India,
However, the Rashmirl tervorists have occasionally targeted the yatra, the
last major such instance bedng in 2017 when elght pilgrims were shot dead
by them. Since then, the gevernment has stepped up thn.'mmrlt and henee
the journeys have boen eventloss, ex For the hazards ¥ the ardu-
ous route. This year's attack on tourists in Pahalgam, wl Ich aets s a base
camp for the yatris, has the authorities on their utmost vigil.

It may be remembered that the Unlon government has been claiming that
the situstion in Jammu and Keshimir has been changed forever after
Article 370 was hollowed out and the state was bifurcated, made a Unlon
territory and brought under the President’s rube. However, the situation
on the ground doees not n\lprun the claim; the Pahalgam attack was one of
the several such instances in which Pakistan-backed terrorists ran amok.
That should have ]nl.md the government out of its slumber but unfortu-
nately it didn't. ﬁu\'ummmll has added responaibility this time around
to ensure that the pilgrims are weleome there, are able to u aka their
Journey without hassl back home safely, It must do whatever it
takes to accomplish the task.
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volatile moment
alleged

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

drads,  reportedly
backchannel coordination by se

o, It was a sharp reminder that
Ih“‘ In the shadows for long.
r

e iceession. He
hmthm Known for hils i
Enmum.’g a'.]ui intell
annbled India's piny
across the border.

Parag Jain as
new RAW chief

in's papdo architecture is quisthy shift-

ing. The appointment of Parag Jain as the

new chiel of RAW comes at o particularly

Iy. Iram has just exe-

nsseds and detalned hun-

triggering  emergoncy
wordl countries,

melim. A few Indinn uluﬂenlu mug]ll ln

In Mashhad were hast

aemv{wmd.un'l El‘t

Juin's arrival at thi hopol' AW fan't juu [
eaenis a d cali-
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Will Trump’s ‘Hammer’
create a new West Asia?

Daspite his innocence
¢ of and
inanda K. R TUp Shoukd Eno
" a-Ray that Israel's opponents
. Datta-Ray tha i R
be reconciled to its
unless they themselves
are guaranteed
Ch hlll hnﬂultd :?Dmﬁﬁnﬁmu
ke L 9
t he drew the w nuckar trigd  Indepandence
Mldﬁlu East's bor-  copability as a part of is
ders with a ruler  “credible minimum deter-

whan he chabred the 161
Calre Conference as Brit-
ain’s colondal secretary, US
President Domald Trump
might claim that a new
West Aska thundered inte

existence  when e
unleashy "(I')E“'m
Midnight e
against  Iran.  Sadly,

t"hnna'k}m s shart ulﬁhlnd

‘pnamy's
friend” dlmlm so0ms to
determine  contemporary
India’s res) 1o these
dangerously  self-centred

Mama,

Ostensibly, the United
States committed wanton
Apgression agaknst an unef-
femeling nathon with which
India also enjoys coopora-
tive tles In order to further
the Inrrllnna.‘l. regional

rence” doctrine.  Far from
Ix'lmi pralsed, this posi-
Han, like India’s oppositbon
to the CTET, invites
charges of double stan-
s from countries that
o not share India's oljec
Han that the 19868 Nuclear
g“nn-i’rull.fw:‘zlunw'l‘mﬁ
s 1Uckoar o
bvpgulmlunumuy China,
France, Russin., Britain
and_the United States as
lawfully posseasing
nuclear  arms,  For
instance, Japan, which s
balioved to enjoy the capa-
bility to develop its own
noclear  weapons  but
reslsts the temptation to do
s, doesn't side with India.
However, U8 President
’cumu W. Bush mphall

ane
of o racist power that (s

this scar in .‘[ul{ 2005
when he granted Indian

Wm'hlmnunu tmed pm- Primi Minister
i mat- Singh  an

Madi's  epochal agroe

Indm. toa, enjoys (:I.nm.' ment that wiped the slate
dl the and defencn tes — clean and transferred bene-
with Isrnel while viewing — fits historieally reserved
the slien miltl-  for countries that forswore

tudes with suspicious fear,
What might add to the
embarrassment  of  the
mare  sensitive  among
India's leaders §s New
Delhit's own ambliuity on
the guestions of nuclear
liferation. In February
T, then external affairs
minister }Iulnr Prime
Minister) Inder  Kumar
Gujral relterated India's
opposition o the 1H6
Comprehensive Test-Han
Treaty. anying that "India
favours any sbep admed at
destroying nuelear
weapans, but considers
that the treaty in its cur-
rent form ks not compre-
hensive and hanu anly cor-
tain types of test;
I|1d bnmnrmmmun
the other two non-
qh:n.alcu tes af Ilm CTHT
belng Pukistan and North

Korea — that have tested
nuclear we sinee the
treaty apened for signaturne

I 1006, Inedia maintains a

Today's chall

nuckear weapons. Dwelling
o the ssquence of events,
Ayatollah - Al Hosseini
Khamenel, the dignified
bearded octogenarian cler-
be who has been lran's
Supreme Leader sinoe 1940,
may wonder what India
has that Iran doesn't to be
&0 favoured,

Mot that India was always
vegarded a8 a pampered
American ally, But no

per has been heard for
many decades of suspi:
ehons that the US Central
Intelligence Apency tried
o Ihwan India's nuckear
FN me by assnssimat-
li| i’rllm: Minister Lal
Shastrl and the

Indian nuc‘]m: schuntist
Homi Bhattha just 13 days
apart in 1868, Atiributed to
Hobert Trumbull Crowley,
0 West Point graduate who
bocame second i com-
mand of  the CIA's
Divectorate of Operathons,
story was apparently

wastly difforont from what it was five years ag.
lenes fnvolve mmmauym
incroasingly blurred military- m:;-ummc;»mn

and

published in two boaks,
David  Wise's  Molehunt
(roge) and Conversations
weth the Croa, by o faurnal-
kst Grogory Douglas (2013).
Indin’s  media  doesn't
appear o have gone over-
baard aver these
revelations,

As the Asian tragedy
unifialels, bowever, the mur-
deroug ons which
have inflicted enormous
misery and suffering on
count nnhnwh v
appaar to be ms pointless as
larnel's bonstful
“Operation Rising Lion"

inst lran (named after a
lical verse promising a
wictorious future. 1
gty or Mr Trimp's spec-
tacular falling out with the
warld's richest mean, South
Africaborn Elon Musk,
wha spent more than S0
millicn in petting the 47th
Prosident abocted to the
wirld's most Job.
The only povernmental
action of nede amidst all
these resounding clashes is
the decislon by Britain's
Prime Minlster, Sir Kelr
‘Jr.arlrwr o imposs sane
om two  hardline
hmull politiclans, Itamar
BenGvir  and  Bezalel
Smotrich,  respectively
minister of national secur-
by and junior minister of
defonce under the egre-
gl‘]uﬂ Prime  Minister,
njamin - Netanyahu,
Bath men want more than
twa million Palestinians
axpelled From Gaza and the
oceupled territory filled
Isenell  sottlors.
Similar ethnic cleansing of
the West Bank with its
three million inhabitants
may follow o that the
moare than G000 lsraell
sottlers  there not only
relgn supreme but can
Imvite other Jows to take
over the wvacated
territory.

Sir Kelr's sanctions are
ne more than an ireitant
slnce all they can do s to
prevent the two men from

e

ahon planning are.

navigating the miosey moral fog of

In & world where spy wars now ph)‘uutr.\ndlg
ital platforms and battlefiedd
e core ks in the middle of a transition, The
1 {8 no kanger whiether our sphes are up to
Jobybut whether our lesdership and it succes-

q?rrfvegu in

servers, India's

ing and ministers sinking into their seots
allvl.mmln;cmurnmm

setting foot in Britain and
freoze whatever British
ansets they might hold. Bug
this mild censure at a time
when  even  supposedly
moral Astan nationalists
are only too fattered to
hobenob  with  the  tri-
mphant  lsraelis

drawn  sharp  criticlsm
from Muarco Rublo, the US
socretary of state, and natu-
rally from Tel Aviv

course, Indians, especially
the  socalled  saffron
brigade, have no knowl-
wdge of — or inberest in -
the Zienlst vision of “Eretz
Wisrael", the expanded
homeland that ks expected
to swallow up even mare
Arab land and push its
Inhabitants into the sea.
The Indian commitment
bedng commivinal, Jews are
defined by the religion of
their West Asian adver-
sarfes and - guaranteed

m!)nm.
Since hostilities can sud-
denly erupd atany time, the
challenge is o lay the foun-
datbons of a lasting settle-
ment while the fragile
ce still holds, Despite
is innocence of history
and tradition, Mr Trur
Inow that el
onents in the region
will never be recanciled to
its lnn'un:w.- presence

unless they themselves are
I!Uarallbund sovarekgn lmie—
pendence, Eval

“Operation Mldnlsh:

Hammer" had  violated
thelr rights by unilaterally
abusing their airspece ta
beamb lrane Saudl Arabia
and Jardamn muy have toler-
ated it because they now
oo Shia Iran as the greater
thmnt ir Sflrln and Irag

because
ﬂmf hal no chiice.

It will not always be so.
Ameriea's  West  Asian
allies have agendas of their
own,  Irmespective  of
whather the United States
nieeds them mave than they
need the US,

Efther way, the most
affective way of restraining
their historic passions is to
underwrite their security,
borders  and territorial
nbegrity through o stable
soverelgn Palestine that
lermol will dare not touch.
Such n Palestine might not
dare to touch [smael either,
It would have no reasen to.
Only the US can ensure
this equilibeium.

The curiter Lv a senior

Avurnaliss, oolumn s
and author

Theair-  the h

LETTERS
SUDDEN DEATHS NOT
FROM COVID JABS

It is regrettable to see
responsible persons hold
ing the highest offices in
our democracy unneces.
sarily creating fear
through rumours linking
sudden deaths and covid
vaccines. If we recall our
first wave of pandemic
globally a lead medical
magazine Lancet predict
ed around 45 lakh deaths
when vaccines were not
ready indigenously. We
made vaccines locally and
gave to the largest popu
lation amidst huge vac:
cine hesitancy and also
exported to over 150
countries. Vaccines saved
lives in India and globally.
Let us believe in the
largest scientific bodies of
our nation like ICMR and
stop spreading fear of
vaccines. Politiclans must
please stop politicising
vaccines

Dr. P. Soundararajan

Chennai

UNITE AGAINST TERROR

If powerful nations like the US,
Jdapan and Australia cooperate with
Lo in its relentless effort to stamp
out terrorism in the world, things
will surely work. That sald, the swe
copslve governments in Pakistan
have done precious litthe for their
who badly want peace and
:fumn!& It is time the cl:rn?dum nl
power there worked
other nations |.I'II:‘]I.IE||I'II( [nd:'l’n and
ensurad a termorfiree world. It s not

impossible though.
s S.I{nmukrllhnanyee

Chernnal
CAPTAIN COOL

MS Dhonl has moved to mghlamr
“Captain Coal’ as o trademark with the
regulatory authorities recently. His
application under Class 41 of trade-
mirk covers services related to educa
tiom, entertainment. sporting and cul-
tural activities including coach ing and
training. It is certain that MSD would
alu;‘nutuulmllyczlgllm his r l:l"al aver ﬂ;
tithe Captain 8 Al

virwed i o e the mfgjmrvlm feom
for his demeanour on wnd off the field,
Good fuck to Thala' for his new ven

e,
AP Thiravadi
Chennal

Mail your letters to
chrnatdeskivdeccanmatl.con

engzine bogan to hum, our fabled babudom pulled
andbrake

the commm ittee %lﬂn'l

i brings a rare Wend of human
n:eﬂmn:y. snid to have
terrar bl

on

Theat kind of quiet effectivencss is what India's

- q
game-changer in jpiliss Sl S, se b

Indian spycraft

unfolding
aﬂ\lim ﬂlt Do\‘BL I‘.h! nri inal an;hllect of
India

the

AN EX-BABU
.|\II India has heen in the news, and not for rea-
sans ane would want to be. A crash, a cascade of
cancellutions, tech  meltdowns mlﬂalr anid
anough hoavor stovkes to fill o minis-
arles. Into this mess may walk a retired senbor
huhu nu wut of the systemn and reportedly o
memzr ee at the airline. o/

an. hﬂhlln are known for many things,
whather they are steering policy, managing
crheuﬁurml\'hlgluﬂwm. Running an afrline
in full-blown turbulence i o different kind of

h\dlhhl of his benure. Whila 0 names are con-

et bugan e ot
oo ©

l'hr the NSA chair has
BA will walk into a rele

¥ dreill,
But sources have lnhm\ed DKB that this par-

theular officer has a it
done. And with Alr ultnlleb lugd?i%tww

line is erying out for accountability, training, and  even get around to slgning the minutes of its own
Above all, it needs leadership that  meetings. And then, in a classic Dalhi plok twist,
hmuhnwluuln)‘nheaﬂut"hnd]naﬂlm. the key driver of the proooss, rev
Still, o nnpa uggﬂh\hnml won't cut it if the  Sarjay Malhotra, exited stage loft o take up res
dressed. The alrline {8 now dzmain [int Stroet as B governor, The process
known for staff. overpromised routes  flatline
anid umlal-dall.vemd narvl.ca These problems can. (hlt tn M 5. Anather selection round was
it e PowerPolnt strategy alane, thermped, In.l.l thena udl.cl.u.l anplrant maoved the
It’mbe!(hu brirgs vision :nmma{anﬂ Odisha high court, vely putting the brakes
lsn't just I‘Indwdm-dn i mai; an the entlm mmtnmm That's two rounds
for n Ii.l.mum.md. e, bt heJl.hllmuLhEI down, zero appointments made. The tribunal
dtapmjnthe]muqum'&lnmhlmgmplm needs 72 members, and right now it has none, And
o wrong, Wi this airspace. And buckle up  let's not even talk about Mot haven't

It mijght still be a bunapy ride.

onmlumm‘rmmw
E\lrl.h
ppelluhaTrJhunul A’l')wmu o 10
beupund SJana ell, ifs
mdsl]whmiutheymldam

hunsl Ilubamuﬂpmmlla D [T,
To be fuir, it did start with a bang. Flashy pro-
buzzing selection committen, and over a
candidates llitm'\dmeddm‘l.ruﬂla
For a brbef moment, it felt like we
might Anally get that missing puzzle lanaintha

#‘ bputeﬁmlmm Sty Bt fmt

naminated thedr members or even found the poor
tribunal a roaf.
Sao nearly elght years since GST was luunchad,
i Umllmg for the tribunal that could
wase the load on overburdened courts. The dis
keep mmnllhl%ubul GSTAT? It's still stuck

A classic Indian instito
tl.nn—lnth&mil‘ All announcement,  no

Lo them, hate thewm, dgnare thim at nativnal

peril ds the hadu guarantes and Dilip's belie
Share sign Babita esoey

fz T



Fuller Basket for
Smarter Growth

New CPI aims to sharpen inflation tracking

Amnew CPLseriescurrently beingdrawnupis expected to
broaden the basket of goods and services and providerich.
ardatatocaptureregional variations, A botter reprosent-
ationof retail inflation should improve monetary targoet-
ingand allow aquicker response time. Inflation manage-
ment requires a considerable supply response in India,
Gramulardataon rural-urban price variations and diver-
o A isuseful in identifyingbott

devising workarounds. The under-representation of ser-
vieos also needs to be corrected for CP@o become a more
robust indicator, Finally, the periodic adjustment of the
base yearaccommodates changes inconsumption patterns,

The ]let"l'nlma m Edit paw

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI

India must act to preserve Tibetan autonomy and culture, or risk letting China snuff it out

(C’mon, Play the Dalai Card

nTibotan Buddhism, it's pecapt-
Ablefor a i Lama to

Alongsidearedesignof CPL themethodology al qui
resanupgrade. Thesamplesize neads tobeenlarged, and
datacollection should rely ontech-driven solutions. eCom-
merce offers easily accessible datasets that can be incor-
porated after scrubbing for discount-
ing patborns. Theallocation of weights

m?aml:ll' Lu:llu- B J\runaLhaI I'nldl
the mext dalai lama likely to
carnute in India? Many scholars of
botan Huddhism believe that if the1ae
dlnlai kama Tenein Gyntso, who furns
B0 on Suneliy; can exercise his spiritual
will, e wiould prefier to bereborn in In-
dia. i vours in ndis

when individual data is
must not cause avoidable distortion,
The statistics ministry is understood
to be working on all these aspects to
produce a better tool for its policy cli-
ents as wellas producers and consum-
ars. Constructing an accurate econometric CPlmodel is
ke to ensuring theeconomy stayson its growth trajectory

These aro intoresting times for statisticians, with Al
poised to revolutionise data collection and modelling,
Notonly does ATmagnify datasets in real time at a lower
cost, it can also harvest richer data, involving quality
and sourcing. This opens the use of indices like CPI o
track price pressure build-up at a higher frequency and
] heeffect of tradedeals. Macroee
dellinggains i ¥ from a better i
price rigidity, and policy can be tested to enhance trans.
mission. Improved policy outcomes based on indices
that were unthinkable even a decade ago are likely to be-
come the norm globally India can make a quantum jump
in economic management by incorporating Al into mea-
suring its macro variables.

Place of Voting: The
Other Voter’s Choice

Overdoeades, as KCfine-tuned voting system s and bolstered out-
reschefforts, the number of voters have steadily but surely ine-
reased. Yot muny areleftoutbecause they areregistered in their
home cities towns/ villages while residing elsewhere, mostly
for work rensons. Returning to theirconstituenciestocast their
ballot ean, indeed, be an issue, Toaddress this, EC hassugpest-
wd that citizens should register only in constituencies whe
they reside, not where their ‘permanent address” lies, This ali-
enswith Section180f the Representation of the I\.!n:]u.i\.uum

o ullrrnwﬁu escaps Chinese perse-

thor of s
d|'|l6l1'li'|11L Inelia befiore reach-

T%u'rv are about a millien
]hlddhlm.slnlnd . There isalso the ks
sueal protecting the child who will be
thechosen suceessor: | don't think any
ather country will be a suitable plice
for the suecession.

ns learnt o bitter lesson
whien g G-yrald boy ane- - inted by
the dalii lama as the 1 pan-
chen lama — secand
only o the former
in spiritual autho-
ity suddanly
vinished i 1S
from Lhari county
in Tibwat shortly af-
for the announee-

1|1|-mI Al

with their nomi-
e — an import-

el Laimia s sanid

thar i Eul
toly n'ulrlunl. him It Would have baen best if Moal  sinos ho will h-nl
visited Dharamshala to wish
the dalal lama on Sunday. But
ant ranson why the  SINCe Ne Wil be In Rig. he could
send the homa minister

‘I hereby relterate

the Gaden Phodrang
Trust has sole authority
to recognise the luture
reincamation; ne one
else has any such

authority to Interfers in
this maner.

Dalal diabectics

that his reincarnation would be borm
i the ‘free world',

Speaking on Wodnescay, the dalai
Lo b maacles it cloar that he will not
be the lnst baadier of the mavement o
proserve aned promote Tibetan atono-
my aned culture smid a
pression. Healso made it cear that his
Hma:lrml.lbﬂt'lunwnbvm:m
trust ereated by hi
China's elaim lhul ]1L~1|
appaintingauthority

autizh I in heas refused toovertly
iy the “Tibot card, it is o fuct that the
prusemon of the dadai lama and so ma-
ny other Tibetans has hetped raise [n
din's profile amang supparters of
man rights across the world and as &
saft power: The guestion is whether it
wauld actively support the
Tibetan leacer's quost to
preserve the tradition
of surcession. arbea
silent spectaton
1t wonald huve be-
e best i Narend-
ra Modi visited
Dharamshala o
wrvet the dalai I||

dling the home minksten: Kiven Rijiju,

a Buddhist fram Arunachal Pracesh,
is uxpected bo atterel. But & fow more
rmepresentatives of Gol would help

send aut i pow-
erfulsignal, I Tibetan
If the “Tinet Buddhism, it's

card'istobapla. acceptable for a

v after deca- dalal lama fo

s of relsctan.  FRINCAMMAtE outsioe

o, itmustbedo- China or TIbet. The

ne in the most 6™ dalal lama was

visible fushion.  born In 1682 In
Tawang In today's

For decados,
India has disil- Arunachal Pradesh

i {unu.dumumnmnmlw Tibe-
tan exiles, In 2008, Chinese premier
Wemni Jiabao expressed approcination to
Munmohan Em:.h after Tlulhi Police
detained Tibetan demanstrators dur-
ing his visat.

China has not just provided sophis-
tieatid military hardware to Pakistan,
lll'llJIlﬁULﬂ'lﬂII‘ll'dtl‘ile ‘teaTor

isim. Baijing opened o new front by -
|||EkI|z|l||- stwan Valley in Ladakhin
«Jiria M0, [t now encolmging anti-
]nl?laphmf-ll‘l Hungladesh,

beniding
I!I{I(‘\mllml{m
on dune &7, he
may consider sen-

g by st
ingon Thursdiy that C IlmaI\n:lmlm
siness appointing the next duli lima,

“This is not about politics — it's shout
muligions belief," o snid ahead of his
Dharamshala visit. ‘No ane has the

righttointerfereor decide whothesue
cossor of his holiness the dalai lama
will ba. (nly he or the institution has
the authority o make that decision,’
‘Tibwetan Hurkdhists across the world
e poct et support from New Delhi.
“Heincarnation of the dalai lama. the
perschn lama anid other groat Buddh-
st figires miust b chosen b\‘1|.|1l\\I
Iots from a golden wrn, and
by the central government.” Jmlw
forvin mindstry spokespersan_ Mao
Ning had said earlper this woek China
isdetermined inplacea lackey asa s
cemsor: India hasan oppartunity torear
Tirm thevalues that prompeed Jewahar-
IuI Nedirui to provide space for setiling
batan rofisees fleeing from Ching:
annlw«l Tibet in 186051,
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THE SPEAKING TREE

WhereRivers
Meet & Merge

Thie place where two or mareriv-
s ot i callad & sangam, or o
prayagz In Uttarnkhand, theroare
several prom inent priyngs, inde
ding Vishnuprayai, Karnapra-

yugy, Nandapriyeg, Rudroprayag
ane Devprayag At Devprayg, v
ars Aliknanda and Bhagirthi

s\:lmb'lmmﬁu'm the haly Canga.
There o8 in

Many Amerh
nation would take place in the L'J‘s.
which is bust suited to handle Begjing's
pressures. This is ane of the reasans
‘why the Hiden administration got US
Comygress to pass the Resolve Tibet Act
| in 202, The Act as-
| sarts that Chinese
officinls are "histo-
rically mau.mal.l'

Iwn part
of China sinoe an
ehomit thmes' It also
says the US would
1'I|UHII'||E|' i nagn-

Inclia, lhpwullnh'lm.mllwsun
Thsemeo of the Gang, Yamunn
anil Saraswati rivers, known as
Prayagraj. in Uttar Pra

I Il culture, o sangim is con-
itdered n holy plsoe anca pilgri-
‘g site whire devoteos porfoem
i, rituals and ancestral rites,
affering prayers for happiness,
oo health and pro im thear
awn lives s th el af the-
irlvedones. 11 s the place where
twar rivers coming from different
sonaroes ind directions mest to
formanew rives, uh):llﬂwncun-

b
bt"l\w-vn Chinaand
‘e dlalind Jaran's reg

tinues its Uy fowa:
el the ocean, TIWﬂlm.ulnf-ﬂw

But few paople expact Trump, who
is i the process of finalising a trade
:Imlwnh( i to fmplerment the Act,
ar cause political discomfiture to Chi-
i oaders at this stage

Spaaking at London's Royal Albert
Hall in m00d, the dalai luma said that
Hulelhisem wiss introduced in Tibet by
“n great philosapher and bogician, She
antarakshita, from India” inthes®
is fir India o proserve Tibotan Bud
dhism from possibde decay if the Chi-

is still ‘careful’ ubwnl irritating Chi-
s baaders.

Thessriter s formr Thl Beifing corrmpendnt

Dancing the
Quadrille

)

hacking down when the shoe

started pinching, after Chi

rostricted suppliesof critic

minarals, Now it seams Trimp

wants o visit China with alarge
paticn,

" manns jobs at

How Squareis
Quadrilateral?

ag

Seema Sirohl hime, and i create
The issue is particulary sensitive in statesike poll thier, he dossn'tmind, For Trump, Harsh V P:*ﬁ
Bihas, where outmigration is high. In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec- R u'chslmllﬂ|NHIL-I|11pm'H|'y'lml. not Sayantan Haldar
tioms, voter turnout in Bikar wasb56% , while bonal aver- ign min- :fl-:rF:H'H‘ “‘l’!lwmlm.L e d
fige wis N l‘lml_u[l?’l’l!.ﬂllm for this gap actions’ Whant de these confu ' Murco Rubiohosted his counterpurts
- is the inability of émigré workers to retu- iz politiend, eeonomie and maun far lhﬂihul.d“lﬂmmm'rx‘r it From Inclia, Austrilia and Jopan for

) = rnhome to vote. Many still prefer to vote
in their hometowns or villages due to fa-
mily ties, land ownership, o -

strategic spheres — without nam-

wa created, revived and propaga-

. cesstostate benefits (sinee portability of
‘benefits is yet to be fully implemented)or
" beeatise of investing inthe fatureof such
i place. While EC rightly notes that political parties often pay
for vater travel — encouraging an unhealthy quid pro quo
stopping it isan administrative task. Requiring people to vote
andywhere they live is not justified.

Along with proxy veting for NRIs and postal ballots for servi-
e personnel, Form 6 allows migrants to vote from their place
of residence for local candidates. But this has not been popu-
lar: EC has al imented with soluth ineludingapilot

praject using remote voting machines and postal ballots. The-
so alternatives must be pursued, rather than enforcing a rule
that fixes voters to their workiplaces, [t must be their choice.

Tenzin Cyatso and Jagat Prakash
Nadda await a similar sign

Buddhism and BJP,
A Succession Story

Tuddhism and BJP are look ing for new bosses — someone
who \.\rlllauccsul ‘I‘an:lnﬂyntmand Jagnt Prakash Nadeda
1y While IMIP has
never stated any I:allaf inrefncarnation — Naddaand first
BJPpu-ssidmt Atal Bl‘hnﬂ Vajpayee roaming the Barth at
kes it tricky is thatlike Lhamo
Thondup, who went on te become Tenzin Gyatsoa. k.o, the
14" dalad lama, the 11" BIP president is also s ‘continuati-
on'of halmsmen of the same faith, True, &8 Tibet's head of
state, the dalai lama earries an impressive title: Jamphel
Nigawang Lobsang Yeshe Tenzin Gyatso, which translates
into English as ‘Holy lord, geritle glory, compassionate, de-
fandaraf thefaith, ceeanof wisdom', Atbest, the Unionhe-
alth as well as chemicals and fertilisers minister — not to
mention leader of the heuse in Rajya Sabha — who quasd-
ruples as party president, can be addressed as ‘sivji’. But
both posts are big shoes that will need filling.

Gyatso, whose (current) birthday falls this coming Sun-
chay: hung etutod that he will be reborn, and that the authori-
ty to recognise his future reincarnation is solely Gaden
Phodrang Trust, a non-profit body in India registered in
2011, making it 31 years younger than BJE Nadda's succes-
sorwillbechosen later this month, before Parliament isre-
inearnated on July 21

ing theunilateral “actor’, China u'dmbulunu"’l:uunlr'r['h:nu
Th roding mation even s theJuly 4
that Quad . ‘dondline’ for firmingz up the Indis-
Quid ministersalsoannouncedn  US trade deal is upon us — not to

new initistive on critical minerals
to reduce dependency on China,
Tha irdon isto diversify and croate
e supply chiins, and 40 privite
compinies from Guad countries
wire here to discuss ideas. Plans
arvalsoafoot fora ladors’ summit
lator this year.

And, yes, the Americans hive
mmmmﬁl||1wnl:|1l:ll1|n1 Dangl
Trump will travel
e l|.l‘|||HH'IF|=lht‘|llﬂllm=l|.l‘
itk to desipn 8 surmmit tosuit
the times, Going by the Trumprule

mention theexpiry date for the
*I iy Irumplm T cn July @

the Gruad forein minister's summit
i Washingston on July 1. This was the
socond meeding between Cuaad fored-
i inistors this year: fiollowing the-

security architecture

Enddin-US tivs, too, seem vulnerable,
inthe aftermath of Trumgp's claims of
Biralering a ceasefine between |

ard ’hkmrlnmﬁ Ehulla‘umhlnﬂ:nx

e
o0 s bcause it s a plioe where,

metaphorically sgmukmu o

incomingrnvrs drop their eeo,

lese thedr identity and give birth
00 e e

Fioal spirinal effort is about ers-
ingz e o anel melaiming one’s
divine niture It is theejm,

irkena off bedng nseparate individu-
al from the Salf or whale, which
istheprimary caiise of solfish-

w{.:lml.t_wo.mi g
ing. Pilgrimage ton i1

I:ﬁxluut: lhalﬂwwlnml.m)r'mdx -
tiom, contentment and bilisslies
ineffucingane’s apm.

Nap in Office

Thermesists o sacrd, unsung
it thast escists even n your
turbelighi lit offioe lifi: the after
moan nap. In o world of meet-
iz, notificntions and unmed
entingemails, slipping into
slumiber at one's diesk ur'm
aquiet corner — i both anar
chie and poetic. A biried wills-
drawal from eapitalismean

=i

st
mmlm:::mlulluncu«m[ncl.uulrum'
prodiciios vis-a-vis the US huve also cost
ashudo al uncertainty o the offwr
wise spoeady pace of progress in bilat
el thes between the two coumtries
Given such looming uncertainties,
closurvof o trade deal between Wash-
||1u1|mandill'ull12ﬂm:lumllm\s
ver the frmers priorities, Withthat
Iulcl«l.nmllwl-hulilnnnlm.al.ﬂnml
imad four key aroas that will gui-
dho the group’s ngends, Theese inchade

i parler meet ot
the Trump regime assumed office in

marit TS security,
pnnamic DIU'-‘|:|'('I|\‘ and security.

.Irlmlur)'mﬂndla thest:

eritical and

tosmitor Lindsay Grahumto
marve his bill in Congress that
threwtens 500% tariffs om countries
trading with Russia. Graham
wants todrop this 'seonomic
bunker buster’ on Indiaand China,
sinee they arethe lariest bayers of
Ruassian oil.

Whether the bill
wottkd puss is unebonr
Diplomatic

what can’t
niot worth saying — long um-c’ﬁm
won't be ideal,

Allsaid and done. Quad is moving
along despite doubts from certain
quartersandageneral suspicion
af ‘rraups” among Tramp sup-
parters. Tha US sy stem seems to
s vitlue in the Guaad, even if the
president appears indifferent.

Sdaishankar also met top US offi-

underwiy o |
parsude the
sanutor to i
Inclia a carv
ot b koep the
Bigr, Bonutifial
US-India strata- |
e partnership |
ming. And
Quad too

hals, inc wsacretary
Pote Hepseth, FBl director Kosh
Ptel. director of national intel-
ligence Tulsi Gabbard. bosicdes his
eounterpart Mareo Hubio, The
visit was Indin s first political
angugement with the US since
Operation Sindoor Jaishankar
insisted the mutter of Trump's
repuited elaims of mediathon did
T BOmE .

Whist did come wup was Quad
members —who maintained
neaitrality when India launched
OpSindoor — 'unequivacally’
condemning all actsof terrorism,
including cross-border terrorism

without naming Pakistan. The
languape wis mostly & repant from
oldor statements, bt updited with
thelocation of the latest atrocity,
Puhalgam.

After the shock of the SC0 stite-
et where Puhalipam wasn't men-
tioned at all — but Balochistan wis

and Rajnath Singh r
sign, the Quad joint statement wis
proveamint with all booses
ehecked. The ministers have pared
dawn the group’s agenda to four

ullthreeathar
Quard membeors
aresimultane-
sy exporien-
cing problems
with the LS,

i!ullhn? hiwve

dod o

kap calim and carry on. Japan and
Australin preupsat fter Pertagon
abruply dernanded they up their
dhafince spersding b % after ini-
thally aslcing fi Ass fior Imelia,
III:IIIL'NHtHnJ amountof
pullll:'um: |:'|.1I1sf:'umlb_\'lhm
e

Asd ||||1Ju|rﬂ|}= ‘Theworld is
complicated and s gro
complexity” In fact, |1=u,|wwnm
complicated that on Tuesday
when Rajnath Singh spoke to his
counterpart Pete Hogseth on the
phoneand Jaishankiar med him in
person af the Mentagon, Pakistan’s
adr foroe chi lhl!'."l'_.’\|1‘|:li|!l(| -

: 3

Abitup nthe alr?

itarian assistinceand

CATKITRAICY MU RIS,

ks
uma:u “link” ulllullhhalgumull Tt
st attack, whicl
the joimnt stutement.

That perhnps underscores the tur-
bnilence thit continiies to charactr.
s th U15” e with its fllow Quad
members, This surmmit came ata time

Quad's it o
soek cooperation with Asean, [ORA
(rnelian Uvodan Rim Association), Paci
fie [sbaneds Foirum, and other Pucific-
Bl regicnnul groupings, 1I.mmn:|lrrl
lI‘N“SIInP“II'IlII‘“lIWmI.TH‘W

the US, and itsallies Aus-
tralis and Jupan. and is
strivegic part:
e Ervelin, roars.

o | minatthe peak
A | sinceresamp-

| tiomof the

h the lnst ml
l:lmrrlnuswwlallun Ash'wuf new
ammauneements included tha now
Critieal Minerals Initiative tosectire
andd cliversify criticn] minerals sup-
ply chuing; and Indo-Pacific Logist-
s Natwork, announced at lnst yoar’s
Wilminzion, '-'I.I'I'I1I11Il L'hu.! i o D:II

doc { good.
The postprandial rechargs
isaneal’ 1 eivilisution
Tost troceures — pven as East-
ernand Latin civilisations,
where it halds an ta their own,

still valueit, Theair conditi-
omar hum, the tiltal your che
anir; amel the post-2 pm. dipin
pace ot the workplaos cast you
toarestorativesea.
't Do, St poo-
plerighty call ita i’
o dmins of shiteye can
rucilibicate croativity sharp-
endecision-muking and tra-
nafiorm a tived grunt inton
igntyvtisized worker:
il the post-nap return s
lorious, Emiils seom less
threatening. T'he office colfoe
trestos, wdl, docent. Suddonky

Since Trump
2.0, US faredim
palicy —econn-
mic and shifi-
g sacurity
prioritios
s boem unider-
poing a calibrn-
texd shaft, prom-
pinga critical
reset in US bila-
toral thos with
G part-
ners Rarlier
this yaar, Japan

ot
groupsk M[]Rihlmumlwnan -

ihat .hmiu'la
toloak ke n Sudoku puze

Estunice
Liaterthis yeat: Qixacl nlso osks 1o
lauinch ' Ports of the Future Partner
ship” in Mumbsi

The group did share its concer ns ab-
ot China's gerow ing bl ligereanoo at
theEnst and South China Saa rejions

witheaut nning it. 1 also shared
concerts about North Kovea's destabi-
]|=|:n luunchmuulnz ballist e missi-
in vialation of sl

UNSC nwﬂl ms, Thie groupalso
reflected on the ongoing crisis in My-
ATiNAL, mxl its nchverse inplications

nd thel lsEng
it ineluding o reaffirming loodoe
level summ it betwien pand
Vﬁ‘ml‘l\tﬁlmkhlbammp
ibe Hingse, However, recent mark-
|-r=:|F1I‘\-.ra|nnb|1uu-|ameuw
Tt s achasm, leading o
cancellation af the 2+ Dialogue'
bertwaen the two countries,
Ishiba'sabsence from the recent
Mt suirmimiit in the Hague, Nether-
Lands, further undersoored Tok yos
row ingg disagreements with Wash-
ingtonan the latter's continued push

| security calling fora
’L#tm resclutiaon.

group condemned violent ex-
trem ism, specifically mentioning
Pahalgam. Given India's exparience
at the recent 8C0 Summit. where the
ahsenca of Pahalgim’s mention from
the joint statement resulted in serk-
o clilution of’ the group'’s commit-
ment tonet on tervarismand foster
eoaperiion on coumteriprrorism,
this was somewhat reassuring. Even
astheather T ward — Pakistan
wis ot mentioned

e e

milarty. Australia’s tios
Jare undergoing fissures

Haber Sidhu was
ing to meet USAF chief of staff
Allvin, and other senior

main pallars; mr
nutional seeurity, seonomic securi-
ty, eritical and emerging technolo-

ry, il humanitirian assistance

Vill the ‘common minimum prog:
ramme’ encourage Trump to rem-
amber the Quad?

Frankly Trump is too busy mak-
inggdeals with China after threat-
aning massive tariffsand then

AUKLS mmn:lmmﬂl{mﬂmnu-n

Allinall, the G
e s i to showeaso the
BOUpE commatment llJnﬂullI mh n
rulbes-busedorder i

waith el if
anyone asks? Yaou were stra-
tegically visioning.

Chat Room I

They'rethe World,
we'rethe Children

g St o Uinveil
Plan for Elderly Care"ty Yogima
Suthiul:), theplan is highly ap-
praciable, since there his bean
ageneral increase in life expect
any and deceleration in births
tho bovtwer/ e chiild familios s
aresult of fumily wolfare prog-
ramime i increasing cost of
liviniz What's required are paid
ol haormes, mned two- and ane-
o flats for cotiples and s
b, s woll s Free sccomimodari:
o fior thee poor; sadie public trans-
port, meclical care. food, recrea-
lrmf il ithis, oo, with attend-
intejrated implement:
M»lt'ﬂ.lmxln plan fior theald mlh

oo it

With confliet and turmoil nmmll-m

the fior s sition
of canventionully armed sl
stabararines for the Australian Nivy

iz in sover fromtions,
Inck-Pacific remaing vulnerabie o
inawtability caused by manifekl
EhIJ|N|E|

dugresol
bility shemld be promated. I[u.h
wecointibility inokd.ape homes
inadvanoad econormies huis led
o their high demand. Inlndia,

ol e hoanos s ris-

under review atian
i i By The review ot
uxchunge’, Healso wont th mmTr\l mal'muﬂ:n mlFl'v\mrtInH.n'uulull Furthar: mal

Department. The army and air

foree chiefs coming in quick suc-
cossion manns Washington wants
Palistan back in the game What's
past is prolojue, as the Bard of
Aaom siicl,

s Amarica first’ Iuam:lrmf foreign
palicy. A negative outeome for Aus-

tralin from this asessment poses the
risk of critically mll:alrln*( anber-
ra-Washingtan thes,

arder: The Guad needs to shaw and
tedl’ thit despite differences, the

g Ay I8 mur conceen.
1 oW panision tak-
Frose, with free medical aid up to
ek I thedusk of lh:'il'lnw\

quadrilateral gro
fovoa for‘global good'.

bilizing the Indo-Pacific maritime

thieald need
Fore pussing into another wm'ltl.
ALAgurial

Thew irak frra

Farmer pruf dcs, [T Delfut




