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Court’s pivot on
social justice

Reservations in appointments and promotions
for apex court staff positions is a welcome step

aste-based reservation in employment is an
important feature of the soclal justice
architecture envisaged in the Indian
Constinution. It covered the scheduled castes
nnd scheduled tribes in the early years after
dence, and was ded to the othy
backward classes {OBCs) after the Centre accepted the
Mandal Commission in 1990. Meanwhile, political
mabilisations provided the thrust to the making of a
legislative climate favourable to the introduction of
laws mandating quotas in various public institutions.
The Judiciary, especially the Supreme Court, supported
these moves and, in fact, nurtured the vision that some
form of affirmarive action is necessary to realise the
Constitutional ideal of building an egalitarian
democracy through judgments that fine-tuned the
reservation policy, Ironically, the Supreme Court,
which is authorised by the Constitution to setits own
rules on its functioning, had forgotten toimplement
this vision in its instivutional structure, though
multiple high courts had introduced reservations.
Which is why Chief Justice of India Bhushan
Ramkrishna Gavai's June 24 curricular, first reported
in HT, thatintroduced a formal policy of reservation in
the direct appointment and promotion for Scheduled
Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) staff working in
the apex court, is historic. To be sure, the policy does
notextend to the appointment of judges, though the
collegium is rrusted to ensure that the judiciary is
representative of the larger society. Nor does itextend
to OBCs: The lack of compatibility between state and
central lists make extending reservation to the OBCs a
tricky affair, but surely, the Court will work its way
around the problem,
Importantly, Justice Gavai's initiative to adopt a
reservation-in-promotion policy for the apex court will
have a bearing on other public institutions as well.
Legaland procedural complications had stymied
affirmative action in promotions leading to skewed
representation in higher posts. The establishment of a
model roster and an updated register are steps that
should help ensure internal accountability in
promotions, The Supreme Court's experience could
offer a template for other institutions, which have been
reluctant to crack the glass ceiling in promotions,
Besides cementing the legacy of Justice Gavai, only
the second Dalit CJI, the initative has sought to
address a major incongruence in the working of the
Constitution’s social justice vision, Representation is
an essential fearure of constitutional democracy in
India, It's a welcome step when italigns the apex court
with that vision,
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Right policy to build
a sporting power

ndia dreams of becoming a major sporting power
lbutatme moment, the road to achieving that goal is
liered with roadblocks, The infrastructure is
lacking, the coaches are not world class and there isa
technological gap that gives the world's best a clear
edge. And we haven't even got to the athletes yer.
Toovercome this, India needed a new framework
which is exactly what the new National Sports Policy
provides. It lays out a clear path to achieve Olympic
glory, ensure mass participation in sports, strengthen
grassroots, school, and university-level sports and
reform sports governance with accountability and
transparency. Ina sense, the new policy is the building
block upon which India hopes of becoming a modern
sports nation rest; a nation where sports isn‘tan
afterthought butvery much a part of life itself.
But the key to accomplishing the goals will lie in
execution, Too often have we seen s
administration fall into the self-defeating trap of self-
preservation. The new policy will require
professionalism — not just from the government and
theadministrators but also from theathletes,
Foryears, Indian sport has worked on anad-hoc
basis and individual genius, but for enduring success in
the sporting arena, systems are the need of the hour
and the new policy promises to focus on building
“world-class systems for training, coaching and
holistic athlete support”™, If India wants to truly hostthe
Olympics, it needs to find the right athletes and twrn
them into world beaters by 2036, Itis a long journey
bt this is where it can and should begin. There has to
be a coming together of resources, talent, and
structure to ensure that the stated goals of the policy
don't just become a foomaote in Indian sports’ perenndal
story of underachievement. The new policy could be
transformational, butonly if the cards are played right.

The Emergency: A political
battle and a personal story

versary of the 1975 Emergency, during
which the Constimtion itself was weap-
anbsed o create a dlctatorship.

My father, Arun Jaitley, |s remembered as
amongst the most eloguent leaders of the
natsen, a staunch nationalist, astute polit-
clan, lawyer par excellence and a unique
eonsensus bullder, who werked redentless)
o ensure collaborative process tll the result
‘wins somerhing that every member could at
least accept, i not support,

Curlous, | onee asked how he had
much forbearance for the diametri-
eally apposite views of others, He
responded with lessons learned
fromm the Emergency, and what it
had cost o safeguard the right to
wobce an opindon different from that
of those in power.

I 1973, It became evident that
the government led by Indira Gan-
elhi had nedther the intentien nor the ability
woalter its economie policies that had led o
Righ infl and mass pliy My
Tathser was at this time, an asplring law stu-
dent and Delhi University (DU} Students
Unbon president.

Moting the change in politieal winds and
the wave of student agliatlons Inspived by
Jayaprakash Narayan (JP), my father con-
wened a rally in the DU campus which JP
addressed. The rally wimessed an unprece-
denred mrnout, grabbing the attention of the
Congress leadership. Within the year, Mrs
Gandhi best her position as MP
pursuant to the R Narain case,
mounting pressure for her resig-
nation. This bed i declaration of
the Emergency in the interven-
ing night of June 15-26, 1975
Articles 14, 19, 2l and 22 also
stood suspended.

The same night, Opposition
leaders were arrested, and the
police arrived at my father's
home. My grandfather, a lawyer, asked the
paliee for documents supporting such deten-
o, ensuring that my father escnlped In the
interim. No newspapers were delivered on
Jume 26 as electricity to Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg, where moal newspapers were altu-
ated, having been disconnected. My father's
effosts to ascertain the gravity of the sliua-
tlon were in valn. Undeterred, he arrived at
the DU campus with a plan to deliver a
apeech against the Emergency and then
escape with the help of a friend who owned
2 S000tET,

Such was the terror of the limer
however, that even the strongest of
ships wavered, nnd when my | Enlher nrrlM

I write this as India marks the 50th anni-
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year examination from all, However, these
were rejected on the ground that he was a
threat vo public order. He thus lost an aca-
demile year during his [9-manth imprison-
ment.

The loas was insignificant when compared
towhat his family endured. Wich my grand-
mother debillitated and my grandfather dedi-
cating himself 1o ensuring my father's sur-
wival, it fell to his eldest sister Madhu, ©
manage her own home in Blkaner, as also
that of my grandparents. She would
teavel by traln weekly, for three
days, cook as much food as possible
and depart, to repeat this every
fourth day. $he recalls meeting my
Father i jadl for a few minutes each
maonth when she would carry food
for him. On one eceaslon she
recelved a message that he had
requested Chinese from Majnu
ka Tila for 15 persons, and momen-
tarily she smiled, relleved that the foesdie in
i wis still alive.

Her ather memaries are more sobering,
She recounts the daPlormy grandfather
recelved a phone call, informing him thas my
Eather had had an accident and was breath-
Ing his Iast ar ANMS,

My grandfather, who until then had main-
tained com posure through insurmountable
mements of anxlety, could bear it no longer
and suffered a heart anack, The rumour was
untrue, but nelthes the first nor the last of its
keind, elatives would deseribe the toruee of
palitical priseners in excruciat-
ing detail, which caused family
membera to withdeaw, Friends
quietly distanced themaelves
fearing consequences, and loyal
ataff quir, as police conscantly
elrcled the house, wormenting
those who offered support. "No
one,” she sald, "No one wansed to
be assockated with us,”

Eventually, political prisoners
began to be released on the pre-condition of
awritten apology to the government, How-
ever, my family never got their hopes up,
kenowing that this was against everything my
Eather stoad for,

With their awn lives at a standatill, they
took solace b the fact that my father was
with like-minded pecple, My Eather later sald
that prison I8 a state of mind. 1f one allowed
onesell fo be overwhelmed, it would result in
depression and waumatlc experiences. Bur if
you were thinking of fighting the Emergency,
wou felt fine,

G rmduallg. International  pressure
ronted, which led to snap elections being
announced on January 18, 1977, The short

at the location, h
friend. He was arrested under the Mainte-
nance of Internal Security Act and lodged in
Tihar Jail,

My Father ook great pride in being the
first sagyagrahl against the Emergency.
While my Eather d to Ambala

timeli almed o debdlitate the Opposl-
thon, as the plan was to release prominent
leaders only post elections,

My father was released on January 25,
1977 anwd he went on to play a plvoal rale in
the general elECﬁBIL The Janata Party won a

central jall after a week, his Bamily was in the
dark. Seme ramours suggested that e had
been sent to Kala Paani {i\uunmans] and
athers that he had been ki

My grandmother was overcome with grief
and her health ok & wen for the worse, My
grandfather, teen between angulsh and duty
o hold the family together, used every
resoiree 1o locate my father, and theseafter,
ensure his transfer to Delhi, He filed ped-
tlons o enable my Father w write his fAnal

hetory, all i fears of the
polls hemg I:lrv:l.cnl This I.eu my father o
belleve that democracy lles In the hearts of
the people.
When it dies there, no Conatitution can
aavee It, and o judge can protect it Untl
then, it |5 safe and as immaortal as [ndla s,

Rohan Jaitley s advacate, Supreme Court
and president, Delhi & Drstrct

‘Cricket Associarion (DDCA)

The views expressed are personal,

PENPA TSERING

Chi

s usage

ubject for their -

1
political gain and will never accept it

How basic structure doctrine
protects constitutional rights

he Canstitutlon of India enshrines a

wislon of justice — soclal, ecomamie, and

political —and a commitment o equal-

ity In status and oppartunity. Bug his-
tory has shown us that these ideals are often
mme-sned terraln.

ly decad 4 a8

stituticm and tied the President’s hands by man-
dall:lug assent to any constitytional amendment

“The battle wasn't over, The clash between
Parlsament's desire for reform and the judicl-
ary's rode as g\mmlm of the Constiturion was

hiowedown in the his-

]nﬂla gmppled wilth urgent demands for land

reform, soclal equity, and ecnmmlc stabdliy,
the pillars of democracy — the

ure, the executive, and me]udu:ialy

—often stood ar edds.

From the 1950s until the 970s,

Indla was crying out for reforms —

economle, Land redssiri-
Iustion was key, but it clashed directly
with thee constinitional right o prop-
erty — then a Fundamental Hight
umder Articles ¥ and 31,

Afver years of wars, econamic dis-
parities, and poditcal turmall, public pressure
o the government was mounting, and so the
government meoved 1 aballsh the zomindar
system by aoquising prvate property.
Burthis clashed with the Fundamen-
tal Right to Propery under Articles 19
and 31 of the Constitution, These
reforms were challenged in courts;
soame were struck down, In r
Parlament passed the First Amend-
mient I 1851, Introducing Article 3LA,
Article 3LB, and the Ninth Schedule to
ahdeld such bxws From pudicial revies.

Shankari Prasad v, Union of Indéa {1951)
was the first case to test this, Shankar!
Prasad Singh Deo, a zapeindar, challenged
the First Amendment Act, arguing that the
State cannat make any law which takes away
fundamental rights. But the Supreme Court
disagreed. The court ruled that Parliament
could indeed amend the Constitution —
Including the part on Fundamental Righs,
Soen after Shankart Prazad, a Jalan
based Earnily, the Golaknaths, which owned
wasL fnlannds. reopened the same ques-
tons, This ume, the Punjab Security and
Land Tenures Act, 1953 was challenged.

O again, the spotlight was on a sln%&

Coald Par
Fundamental Rights? In Goloknarh, the
Supreme Court — by the slimmest of margins,
6:5— drew the line. Fundamental Rights ane
mnsmhdel:ml and “immuable” — and

Insiyah
\ahanvaty

Ashish
Bharadwaj

tory of Indla — Kesavananda Bhart v Sml;;{
Keral (1973), Kezavananda Bhart challen,

the limit of property one can hold
under the Kerala Land Reforms Act.
The question — can Parllament
amend Fundamental Rights — rose
again,

The courtroom witnessed the fin-
est from the Bombay Bar — Mani
Palkhivala, Fali Mariman and Soll Soe-
abjee — defending the petitiener and
adetermined HM Seerval represented
the government in what would
becanme [ndia's bongest argued case with the
largest constitutional bench ever assembled.

The Supreme Court overturned the Galak-
mathverdict, ruling that while Parlia-
ment has the power to amend any
part of the: Constimtion, it cannot
alter 15 "basle soructuse”, That srue-
ture — @ democratic, secular, federal
republic which preserves separation
iof powers — B the very DNA of India.

It gave brth to the basse structure
doctrine, a safeguard against
unchecked parliamentary power.
But, this egal victory was only the beginning.
“Twio years kater, the judictary faced the same
questions at a tme when Indla’s political
waters churned with unrest, Severe fiscal and
oll erlses resulied in bold econemie reforms,
An electoral triumph in light of powerful
soclal movernents led a presumpluous gov-
ernment to take drastic steps to cling to
pawer, Om June 25, 1975, a national Emer-
gency was declared. Civil Hibertles were sus-
pended, dissent was crushed, and the very
esaence of democracy was threatened.

The Emergency was more than a political

1l th 2 Fuiridl

miental rights, the Constinution's basse siructure
‘was ance again under slege. As we mark 50
vears sinoe that day, me Jesscns remaln urgent.
e "basle structure lsn't just a legal doctrine

= It's the first and last line of defence, The
memery nfmls dark day urges us to protect

3t iy rem:ho(] civil liberties, and toler-
This sent shack th 1 . —hecausemﬁnu( checks, f
dors. ams, I 1o speak out

Ridding on a landslide victory In the fifth Lok justa word,

Sabha elections, the government wasted no
time in flexing Ies mouscle, Within fve months Iyt Vadsanvaty fs an author and joemalis
Parliament bulldozed through the 24th anad Ashish Bharadwaj is profissor
Amendment, expressly granting Parllament anid dear of BITS Law Schood,
the power to amend any provisien of the Con- The views expressed are persunal.
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GADEN PHODRANG TRUST

What is the Gaden Phodrang Trust, which the Dalai
Lama has said will find his reincarnation?

‘The spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists, the Dalal Lama, speaks in
Dharamshala on Monday, ahead of his 90th birthday on July 6,40

the Dalai Lama, and is managed by the
Tormer Kalon Tripa (head of the CTA) Prol
Samidhong Rinpoche, a senior monk and
aclose confidant of the 14th Dalai Lama.
The Dalai Lama heacs the trust, whose
members include some other aides of the
spiritual leader,

“What His Holiness reiterated today
s that the institution of the Dalai Lama

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JULY 2

THE 14TH DALA LAMA announced on
Wednesday "that the institution of the
Dalai Lama will continue” and that the
Gaden Phodrang Trust shall be the “sole
autharity o recognize the fisture reincar-

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JULY 3, 2025
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE |

Al & copyright law

Are generative artificial intelligence models built on stolen creative work? The first two judgments
addressing this question in US courts have sided with tech companies, But the matter is far from settled

VIDHATRIRAD
NEW DELHIJULY 2

INTWO key copyright cases last week, US
courts ruled in fvour of tech companies de-
veloping artificial intelligence (Al models.

While the two judgments arrived at thelr
conclusions differently, they are the first to
address a central question around genera-
tive Al models: are these built on stolen cre-
ative work?

A uwl'y b.wu val n'\l mnrlol'i ‘i\ilh as
ChatGPT ar

nwmﬂmﬂununldm'lhul ability wgen-
erate passages, scenes, videos, and songs in

response o prompts dey quality
of the data they have been trained on, This
training data has thus far come from a wide
range of sources, from books and articles to
images and sounds, and other material avail-
able on the Internet.

There are at the moment at keast 21 ongo-
Ing lawsuits inthe LS, Aled by writers, music
labels, and news agencies, among others,
against tech companies for training Al mod-
elson copyri iti

nation" of the Dalai Lama.
*No one else has any,
terfere in this matter,” he said.
The “Statement Affirming the
Continuation of the Institution of Dalai
Lama" came four days before the spiri-

shall mnnnuc as per the and
h i Bucldhism. There will
bea 15th D.ll.u].1m a 16th Dalai Lama
anel 5o o0 Rinpoche said,

C.aden Phodrang Fuundation

| \ the p
have argued, amounts to “theft”,

Intheir defence, tech com say they
are wsing the data to create “transformative”
Al models, which falls within the ambit of
“fair use” —aconcept in law that permits use

tual leader of Tebetan Buddhists turns 90,

ofc

a ta
nrmpmﬁ: with its registered urﬁcv in
Zurich, and is supervised by the Swiss
Irclml Dmnmrnuﬂ Horme Affairs, lm
able contriln

hymuuundrranrl the public.

The Dalai Lama is the founder and
president of the foundation, and Tseten
Samdup Chhoekyapa (India), Kelsang

It is consistent with the statement that
he made on September 24, 2011, that if it
was decided at a future date “that the
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama should
continee and there is a need for the
Fifteenth Dalai Lama to be recognized, re-
sponsibility for doing so will primarily
rest on the concerned officers of the Dalal

Lamma's Gaden Phodrang Trust". (‘wllnm{iwxuul.m:l] and]amphol
‘What is the Gaden Phodeang Trust, — Lhundug are it

and what is its mandate? The foundation says on its website

that itsaimis to maintainand suppoet the

Meaning of the name tradition and institution of the Dalai

The tvrm(‘.u!m I"hndrnng wlor'i o

Lama, and to promote basic human val-
ues, mutual understanding among reli-
gions, peace and non-violence, and pro-
tection of the environment,

While it works to preserve Tibetan
ullluw.1nd4m|anr| the hhmn penple.

nmw from the secand Dalai Lama an-

ward at Drepung Monastery in Tibet,
Adter the Potala Palace was built (by a

dmmﬂ:lw fifth Dalai Imu the Dalal

arters,  th also helps ot
.mdslﬂw:l.ul’mla Palace in winter and regardiess of nationality o religion,
Norbulingka (built by the seventh Dalai It seeks to promote better under-

Lama about 100 years after Potala) in
summer. This tradition was followed un-
til the 14th Dalai Lama's escape from
Lhasa to India in March 1959,

One of three institutions

The Gaden Phodrang Trust is one of
three institutions associated with the
Dalal Lama. Penpa Tsering, Sikyong
(President) of the Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA) said:

“There are three registered institu-
tions that are related to His Holiness the
Dalai Lama, There is Gaden Phodrang
Trust, which is a registered body in India
and operates from the office of His
Hediness [in Dharamshalal, there is an-
other Dalai Lama Trust, which [ioo] is a
non-profi eeganisation, ane the third is
Gaden Phodrang Foundation, which is
registered in Zurich,”

The Gaden Phodrang Trustwas regis-
tered in 2001 in Dharamshala with the
aim of recognising the reincarmation of
thee Dalai Lama, It is based in the office of

standing between science and religion,
supports efforts to provide access to
knowledge from Buddhist science and
philosophy, and funds a wide range of
pubdications anel translations.

The Dalai Lama Trust

The Dalai Lama Trust is a non-profit
charitable organisation founded by the
14th Dalai Lama in 2009, It is headguar-
tered in New Delhi but works with a
range of partners internationally, oo,

The purpose of the trust is to suppont
the welfare of the Tibetan people and to
pramote human values, interfaith har-
many, and world peace, which have
been key elements of the Dalai Lama's
lifelong mission,

The objectives of the trust are o sup-
port Tibetan students and scholars and

particularly those that preserve Tibetan
cubture and language, and to encourage
secular ethics and compassion through
global programs and initiatives.
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for hl'ﬂl‘lpllblitllm‘l!‘hl‘(lﬂl' instance, QU=
ing a paragraph from a book for a review ).

Here's what happened in the two cases,
and why the judgments matter,

CASE 1: Writers vs Anthropic

InAugust 2024, journalist-writers Andrea
Hartz, Charles Graeber, and Kirk Wallace
Johnson filed a class action complaint — a
case that represents.a large group that could
bejwere similarly harmed — against
Anthropic, the company behind the Claude
Family of Large Language Models [ LLMs),

The petitioners argued that Anthropic
devwmioaded pirated versions of theirworks,
made copiesof them, and "fed these pirated
copies into its models”, They said that
Anthropie has “not compensated the au-
thers”, and “compromised their ability 1o
make a living as the LLMs allow anyane to
generate = automatically and frechy (or very
cheaply) — texts that writers would ather-
weise be paid to create and sell”,

Anthropic downloaded and used
Hooks3 — an online shadow library of pi-
rated books with about seven million coples
— to train its maodeds, That said, it also spent
millions of dollars to purchase millions of
printed books and scanned them digitally
to create a general “research library™ or
“generalised data area”.

Judpge William Alsupof the District Court
in the Northern District of California rubed
on June 23 that Anthropic's use of copy-

WHAT COURT SAID IN THE TWO CASES

L them from “memor
II\.II. and * uulmllllna certain text lmm:lwu
I»ll
Calling these efforts “mitigations”, Meta said

righted data wis “fair use™, centering his ar-
guments around the “transformative” po-
tential af Al

Alsupwrote; “Like any reader aspiring to
be a writer, Anthropic's LLMs trained upon
wiorks notto race ahead and replicate or sup-
plant them — but to turn a hard corner aned
create something different, IF this training
process required malking coples
within the LLM or otherwise, those coples
werne vng.mdmalrmdumum use,

CASE 2: Writers vs Meta
Thirteen published authors,

Coabes of Black Panther fame, filed aclassac-
tion suit against Meta, arguing they were
“entithed to statutory damages, actual dam-
ages, restivution of profits, and other reme-
dies provided by law”,

The thrust of their reasoning was similar
o what the petitioners in the Anthropic case
had argued: Meea's Llama LLMs “copied”
massive amounts of text, with ks responses

ANTHROPIC CASE META CASE it "eould get no moded to generate more than
' Senior District W District Judge Vince Sthwords and punctuation marks..." from the
Judge William Alsup Chhabriaidentified books of the authors that had sued it,
sald Anthropic's use the potential harm of In a ruling given on June 25, Judge Vince
of books was “fair Almodels, and said Chhabria of the Northern District of
use”, arguing that the companies like Meta California noted that the plaintiffs were un-
firm used them o should compensate abile to prove that Lama's works diluted their
create one of the most copyright holders, markets, Explaining market dilution in this
“transformational” - context, he cited the example of biographies,
W However, as the IFan LM were to use copyrighted biog-
e — authors failed 1o raphies to train iself, it coule, intheory, gen-
W Judge Alsup also provide “meaningful” erate an endless number of bingraphies
like any evidence on market whuh\wu]:l severely harm the market for
reader aspiring tobe a liluti toMeta's hies, But this does not seem 1o be
writer, Anthropic's Al modes, Judge thee case thus far,
LLMs “trained wpon Chhabria ruled in Howeever, while Chablbsria agreed with
wuorks” o “create Tavour of the Alsup that Al is groundbreaking technology,
something different”. company, he also said that tech companies who have
minted billions of dollars because of the Al
boom should fgure out & way to compen-
THE CASE AGAINST OPENAIININDIA iR
Slsnifil:am:e of rulings
In 2024, news agency ANImoved a OpenAl has no office in the country, are avein for Anth
pyrigh suit against the pre-training processes take places .lanMrt.l That saidl, both companies are nnl
OpenAl, the company behind gdata is entirely scot-|
ChatGPT. Other parties such as stored on forelgn servers; f.lldll\ﬂlhr]m.l]ll nddnmnlmrhlwnntml
Federation of Indian Publishers and rom pirated databases.
the Digital News Publishers W That Opendl has refined its models Anthropic also faces another suit from
Association | DNPA), oprevent r!mlrslmlan ml music publishers who say Claude was
I Mussic I IMI) too have ng phase, trained on their copyrighted yrics. And there
rmwﬂappllwiamlnlhemt. Operw :madd:dnnmhm Access o are marry more such cases in the pipeline,
parties, — meaning Twelve separate copyright lawsuits filed
the rﬂponma mrpﬂwle:aﬂ by authores, newspapers, and other publish-
Openﬂl. during the course of hearings,  ChatGPT do not directly take from ers — including one high-predile lawsuit led
has made pyrigh fal; and by The Mew York Times — against OpenAl
and Micresoft are now clubbed into a single
W That it is not storing data directly, W That OpenAlis nota market rival of case. OpenAl is also belng separately sued by
and that there s no general AN it linboedl thie sourees of information pubilishing giant Ziff Davis,
prohibition on the use of data under Trom which it generated data, A group of visual artists are suing image
copryright law, likening such use to generating wals Stability Al, Runway Al,
“reading a book™; &lmbemn hau\l']ldsmemln Deviant Art, and Midjourney for training
Mllphyomln nelian courts, their tools an their work. Stability Al is also
mThat have The next is being sued by Getty Images for vielating its
Jurisdicti e matter since ,.,4,-, copyright by taking more than 12 million of

its photographs,

In 2024, news agency ANI filed a case
aggaint Opendl for unlawfully using Indian
copyrighted material to train its Al models,
The Digital News Publishers Association
[DINPA), along with some of its members,
whichinclude The Indian Ex press, Hindustan
Timnes, and NOTV, later joined the proceed-
ings. Going forward, this is likely to be a ma-
Jor issue in India too,

Thus, while significant, the judgments
last week do not settle questions surround-

anly being derived from i
comprising the authors work.
Beleta too trained s models on data from
Books3, a v-vll.w on e other shadow li-
aries. H

median Sarah Silverman and Ta-Nehisi

b wever,
Metaargued in court that it had “post-trained”

ing Al and ight — far from it

And as. and
spitout more and more content, thereis also
the Laeger question at hand; where does Al
leave creators, their liveliboods, and more
importantly, creativiey itsell?

Punjab’s land pooling policy & its criticism

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH, JULY 2

A LAND pooling policy, meant to acquire
mare than 40,000 acres of farmland for
housing purposes, has trigaered protests in
Punjab, Here's why.

The policy
The Land Pooling Policy, 2025 is a flag-

remain stakehokders in development, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann has said,
Forevery 1 acre of land pooled, landown-
ers will get a 1,000 sq yard resicential plot
and a 200 sq yard commercial plot {1 acre=
48405 yards), In the case of larger contribu-
tions, fise every 9 acres of pooled
land the landowners will get 3
acres of developed land, suit-
able for group housing, For 50
acres pooled, they will get 30

with
tho stated .nmﬂlpmmnlll\a phnlwrl wll.m
. Lnlike in tradi -
t|uu|l|cm where the state simply acquires
lanel for compensation, the pooling initiative
Is meant bo be voluntary.
The policy seeks to check the prolifera-
to ol ilkegal cobonies and arrest haphazard
urban growth, while ensuring landowmners

acres of developed land,

The policy is currently being rolled ot in
27 citles across Punjab, in districts such as
Ludhiana (24,000 acres targeted ), Mohali
(6,000 acres), Amritsar (4,464 acres),
Jalandhar, Patiala, Bathinda, and Sangrur.

The politics
The Aam Aacmi Party | AAP] government

EXPLAINED

in Punjabs is looking to g roughly Rs
20,000 1o 25 i

With state elections set to take place by
March 2027, the government has roughly a
year-and-a-half to rule before the model
code of contduct kicks in.

Forcibile lan acquisition is
along process susceptible to
arduous legal wrangling. The
government anticipates that
the voluntary pooling route
will eut shoet the time for land acquisition
while simultaneously helping generate
funds for the cash-strapped state, sources

said,

Thiese funds, umrteunduale n'uuht be
used to finance the s am-

urban use, "By diverting almest 40,000 acres
from agriculture tocities, we will lose almost
1.50 lakh tons of paddy production,
Undortunately, in most parts, the land is fer-
tile," one expert told The ndien Express,
Punjaby B Chief Sunil Jakhar has called
this a"ponzi scheme,” and accused the gov-
ernment of exploiting farmers with false
promises, SAD President Sulkhbir Singh Badal
has announced statewide protests against
the miove, calling it a“land-grabbing scheme”
designed to raise Rs 10,000 crore through
bribes and benefit private developers,
Critics say that the palicy, based on the
Dunpb Regional Town Planning and
nt Act, 1995, lacks the safe-

bitious pre-poll |1rnm|wd|x1wnu.uwmlhls'
sum of ks 1,000 to.all women in the state.
Experts, however, argue that the policy

guards for compensation and resettlement
provided under the Central Land
Acguisition Actof 2013,

SCtodecide: Are guidelines for obtaining caste certificates dlscnmlnatory‘?

stands inviolation of achild's

rlghtsmmlnwnd personal liberty guar-
anteed by the Constitution, She argued that
children raised by single mothers must be

AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHIJULY 2

THE SUPREME Conrt last muo thﬂmpedﬂw allowed to inherit her caste,
lack of guidelines for issuance of Other Additional Solicitor General § D Sanjay,
ackward Classes (OBC) certificates forchil- — appearing for the Ministry of Social Justice
dren of single mothers, and Empowerment, informed the apex
What is the case about? ﬂndmwhm court that these guidelines were based on
court st? the 5C's 2012 judgment in Rameshbhai

Datahuri Naika vs Stare of Gufarat.

The case This case pertained to the caste status of
ABenchof Justices KV Viswanathanand  children born from inter-caste marriages,

N Kotiswar Singh was hearing a public in-

between  Scheduled

terest PIL 15 the Delhi

Revenue Deputmenl s existing guidelines

onthe issuance of OBC certificates,
ﬂlrwntnumllmsmuluamw of the

specifically
C

SC/ST partners,
The SC had held that while each situa-
tion must be mmcu hnsedamts facts, as

d Tribe (SC/ST) and non

from such a marriage would typically in-
herit their father's caste.

"..There nwbmuawmlumhmho
child has the caste of the father, This pre-
sumption may be stronger in the case
where, in inter-caste marriage... the hus-
band belongs to a forward caste, But by no
means the presumption is

Other rulings

Asingle judge Bench of the Delhi High
Court, in Rumy Chowdhury v The
Departrent of Revermee, Government of NCT

that for chilclr itthe  enguiry
mother's caste, they have mpmatﬂmwrnt was rased lnlrwmmmmlydhermulher.
evidence of being ation  and
and disadvantages. tages whi e gmwlrmup.‘l‘hecaurtm[-

Dtﬂiiimﬁl heard challerwsm the Dclhl Since the mother in this case could 3!
wvide a decent life to her kids, the court ios depends on actual lived exp - |
wletemﬂtaw that requi npﬂlcanl that fa caste certificate... would d i hom, not just pater-
to produce a certificate of a result in depriving a genuine 5C personof  nal lineage.

conclusive or irmehuttable,..” paternal blood relative,
thee SC had held, The petitioner, an Indian
 The primary exception to LAW Alr Farce officer, from the SC
asitua- had had two
tion where acnuplo is sepa- sons from her marriage with

rated or divorced, and the child is solely
raised by a mother belonging to the SC/ST
COmmunity.

* It is open tothe child of such marriage
to lead evidence to show that he/she was

father's (or other patermnal bl ives')
OBC certificate to be attached to the appli- am.aln afadllfcmrwwmnmmkcnnlm
¥ This, the petiti i caste of her husband, al 1

o EE m

brought up by the mother o
the scheduled caste/scheduled tribe,” the
Cowart hael held in 2012,

a forward caste man. But since she had
been her children's sele caregiver, the pe-
titioner elaimed that her sons were enti-
tled to an 5C certificate. The Executive
Magistrate rejected her request, and the
Drelhi HC upheld this order,

This decision was appealed in 2020,
wherein the division Bench of the Dethi HC

spapsr.lndlamxp«swm .. .

anopportunity o claim entitlement bo the
limited number of SC seats reserved in
higher education and in service, thereby
causing a setback to the equality goal en-

Given that High Courts have differed
on the matter, and existing guidelines laid
down by the 5C in Rameshbhai Dabhoi
Naika have left scope for ambiguity, the

shrined in the Constitution,” apex court ence again has a decision to
In 2024, the Gauhati High Courtinthe  make. It will have lodmrmlnc whether
case of Smti v The State sicdelines are i

0Of Assam decided the validity of a Junior
Grade officer's OBC certificate which she
had inherited from her mother, even
though her father was from the general
category,

In this case, the Gauhati HC upheld the

tory and against fundamental rights laid
chowwn in the Constitution, and provide clar-
ity on how these rules should be framed
going forward,

The matter hasbeen listed for a detailed
Tvearing on July 22,
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Wither vanity metrics

Start-up investors are becoming even
more demanding for all the right reasons

UND MANAGERS HAVE been tightening their purse strings
over the last couple of years, investing in only those ventures
they felt would be able to turn profitable sooner rather than
later, But theyare b g even more ¢l ding on targets
and timelines, as a report in this ne showed on Wed!
Investors are not just willing to go by a promoter’s estimate of revenue
potential, they want to be convinced the brand is a good fit for the mar-
ket and that customers will be sticky. They are '.\IM} goﬂugu'w.-r spread-
sheets tomake sure the financial fi tech

OR ANYOHNE WHO s
plgued by US President Don

ald Trump's deceptive dipls
macy.whnrc‘n:mtcnl.camhl

guity’is a policy choice, his

vn]tc face on North Atlantlc Treaty

startup needs to have €16- 20 crore lnnnmlal rm.'nucsto be able to raise
Serles A money; two years ago, it could have done so with half the rev-
enues. Vanity metries like gross merchandise value are out the window,
So, unless a promoter can prove he has a sound business model and can
deliver the numbers, he's unlikely to get a cheque.

Indeed, the data on investments is sobering, In June, venture capital
flows into startups trickled down to §460 million. That's the smallest sum
in 12 months,according to data from Tracxn. In fact, the first half of 2025
has seen funding falling a sharp 25% year-on-year to just $4.8 billion,
Private equity (PE) investments too appear to be slowing, The combined
PE and venture capital (VC) inflows plummeted more than 40% in the
first half of 2025 to just under $15 million, data from Venture Intelli-
gence shows, Fintechs appear to be cornering a fair share of the pickings
whileAl startups are the other favourites, The many down-rounds arealso
an indication of how investors are taking a good hard look at valuations;
some businesses are now valued at a tenth of the original amount.

It's no surprise investors are waking up to smell the coffee, Too many
ventures that looked promising have lost their way, [t's not just the
maore high profile names like Byju's, but many others that are waiting
to implode, With investors insisting the mindless cash burn to stop,
companies have been compelled to cut back on expenses, even if that
has meant a slower top line growth, In FY 24, for instance, India's top
unicorns reported a growth in revenues of just 5.5%, way below the
growth of 329 in the previous year. That helped narrow the losses
sharply to about ¥15,000 crore from nearly Rs 23,000 crore in FY 24,
That's good ]golng but itis early days, and we need to how these start-
ups fare in the days ahead.

Nonetheless, with much of the having evap 1, we
can hope for some promising plays valued reasonably, At least a dozen
startups are readying to debut on the bourses, armed with clearances
from the regulator. Their offerings are likely to get a good response from
investors. To be sure, the performance of listed startups has been some-
what mixed—PayTm trades at half its IPO price while Ola's value has
eroded by more than 40% from the 1PO price. But investors of Eternal
have been handsomely rewarded, By one estimate, the market cap of
VC-backed startups should double to about $200 billion in two years
with 38 more listings. That may not be avery big share of India's total
market capof $5.4 trillion, but it's been just a few years since start-ups
have been going public.

h

Stablecoins are waking up
Wirecard-scarred Germany

GERMAN FINANCIAL REGULATOR BaFin docsn't seem to be hyped up when it
comes to stablecolns — blockehain-bssued eryptocurrencles deslgned to mimie
the dollar — whose potentlal In payments has whipped up enthuslasm on the
stock market. After a first warnlng ap;alnat a Irankl‘urt bnnrd stablecain luuuur
called Ethena, which BaFin | shor n
breaches of Eurapean Unlon erypto rules, :I1crngulaturlutmklmtruc:ed It tn
wind up business,

No doubt BaFin Is trylng to make up for the spectacular collapse of pay
ments processor Wirecard AG flve years ago, the biggest fraud in German his
tory. Back then, BaFin was very much Ina hyped-up mood, defending a natlonal
financlal-technology darling instead of digging Into whistleblower allegations
about Its operations that proved correct. The regulator's new boss has been
cracking the whip since, and not just in stablecolns: Its 2023 pressure on
France's Waorldline SA for falling to take action against fraudsters bs still rever
berating today as the company faces a probe In Belglum over new allegations
{though it has denled wrongdolng),

Whether rooted In musele f‘lexln;;m ncﬂ BaFin lnlnht to send up awarning
on enforcement as a racy t lonlze howwe pay and
disrupt the old guard of payments firms, The past decade’s increased shift toa
cashless sconomy hm hnnkn! ukon tM speed and convenlence of 24/7 tapping,
swiplngand st hoof fintech firms ke Adyen BV
that help shuffle electronlc money feom A te B — but it's also exposed us to
Increasingly sophisticated online hacks, helsts and fraud amounting to over £1
billlion (5 1.4 billion) last year in the UKalone. Fraud
rates ave generally low at around 0,1% of card spend,
yct mgulatnrn have faced pushback when trylng to
1, suich anvl authen

ST
tication.

mhl ecolns have olmi].\r :r.\dmﬂn,dupitc the
18 that this mar.
ket could warms 1.6 trillion by 2030 are fueled by
optimism over its speed, low cost and 24,7 avall
ability in cross-border payments, Yet a Bank of
Canada paper in 2022 warned faster and cheaper
didn’t necessarily mean safer, with stablecoins™ be
your own bank” philosophy meaning victims of
fraud are less protected than if paying by Master.
card or account-to-account payments, Not to mentlon the risk of stelen funds
and hacks that comes with the erypto terrltory: The majorlty of Wicit activity
on the blockchain Is through stablecoins, according to money-laundering
watchdog FATF,which pointed out last month that criminals too want to reduce
costs and maximise profits. At what point do percelved speed and efficlency
become self-defeating?

Asseen ln nlahlemdn firm Llrclr 1 ntcmc: l-mup Ines exul:cr.\n: stock prl:c.
the hope Is that 1
pany Stripe Ing. Is launching stablecaln-funded accounts In uvm 100 cnuntrlen
and partnering with Visa Inc., while banks are discussing whether to enteramar.
ket that hopes to eat thelr lunch,

But this requires regulators to be on top of thelr game In a stablecoln world
that Unlversity of Lausanne Professor Garen Markarlan describes as the "Wild
‘West.” Not all signs are reassuring: In the UK, the payments regulator has been
rulded Into the Financlal Conduct Mlthorltytu ravu:urmvlh and ruducu rugula
tory* ton.” hile, In the EU, the fi d nature
maeans that BaFin's crackdowns loak mwdlﬂmn: tothe qulck dlultal mrmn:y
regulatory approvals seen In Malta, dci:rlhn!hynnr cnemllvc an’llhu nrdcr!n“
food in MeDonald's"And all tf BRest
Issuer of stablecalng, with a § 150 billion d::ulatlnn luhm:l in Fl‘iahmdnrand
has yet to be fully audited.

Let's hope there won't need to be another Wirecard to serve as a digital-pay
menis wake-up call.

Maombarg

(NATO) offers key
lnui hits, During the recently-held
ATO summit In The Hague, perhaps
:hc biggest development was Trump's
metamorphosed views that NATO
remains relevant for the US. A strong
skgnal from the NATO countries that its
European members have reached a
near unkson on spending close to 5% of
their GDP on defence, compelling a
change of heart in Trump, In what has
been seen as very encouraging by
member countrles, Trump referred to
NATO as not a 'rip of " anymore and
reaffirmed US' commitment to it
These developments provided a posi
tive appmlm]nrlhultmnaatlantl: mla
\ly agalnst the stark b

thons

[ fof a conslatent & dsbde sinee
the beginning of the second Trump
administration, inflected by Vice Pros
Ident |2 Vanee's Munich Security Con.
ference speech earller this year,
Whether this sentiment from the Oval
Office will remaln consistent for the
remalnder of Trump's term may be
anyona's guess but the Hague summit's
new promise on burden sharing across
theAtlantic is historic and marks a new
era ln NATO' evelutlon as a leading
collective security organisation.

The Hague defence commitment
this year promises to Increase defence
spending by NATO member countrles
to 5% of GDP by 2035, out of which
3.5% will be allocated to core defence
needs and the rest to related aspects of
securlty such as Infrastructure, intelll
gence, cybersecurity, ete, By the end of
this year, NATO expects all allies to
meet or exceed at least 2% of GDP
expenditure on defence, These com
mitments are broadly distributed

queuve. Indi

the boxes

© NATO'S INCREASED SPENDS
NATO'S GROWING DEFENCE EXPENDITURE IS POISED TO INTENSIFY A RANGE OF GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS

A precarious world order

HARSH V PANT
VIVEK MISHRA

Raspactively vice prasident: studies and farsgn
palicy and labow, Americas, O

across three domalns—deterrence and
defence, erisis prevention and man
agement, and cooperative security.
Perhaps the single most Important
trend coming out of the Hague summit
was how Europe's Intentions to spend
maore on collective defence resonated
with global spending trends. Beside
political signalling and repercussions
for transatlantic ties, the NATO summit
this year s reflective of a broader trend
the surge In global

the Hague defence commitment, ‘a
monumental win for the United
States...and a big win for Europe..
seems tosuggest that Europe may have
been able to put behind one of the most
nagging Issues that marred transat
lantle ties In recent months—defence
spending, As such, the Hague summit
this year provides the opportunity to
mark new European imprint on the
NATO in several ways, The allles’stepup

ln:hnlruuanclal com
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@ INDIA READY FOR SATCOM
Union Minister for communications lyotiraditya Scindia
[Starlink] is the third [satcom)] licence being
given out in India, and there are others also in
is ready as a vibrant market to welcome
every player into our country as long as they check all

a long arc In secking to achleve the
stated 5% mark with some countries
like Spain and ltaly remaining some
whatam:llc.msllug on these concerns
Is Trump's Inconsistency and unpre
dictahllll)‘. whlch could hyphnna:n
W ton's other I

apropos of Europe, with ts collective
securlty commitments and the lack
thereof, bringing tles back to the
drawing board.

The Hague summit spurred a critl
cal moment in the evolution of NATO
and collective securlty, Trump's lee,
afverall,is not seen as a negative devel
opment for Europe entlrely,but rather
afolt that Brussels needed. However, by
allgning Itself with the world more
closely with Increased defence spend
Ing, Europe may well be on 1ts course to
change Its Image as a peaceful contl
nent—an image led by a vibrant eco
nomie unlon ke no other,

At the “Inhal level, these :han“ea

0%

gewith NAY W

te plvet east '--'dmpcncnua;;c

:quﬂ:’m a|:§'ndln .dL‘nm I tlclrwa:du
pared to the Cold War hoosting collective
perlod between 1970 d::;:‘m::m deefi be Europe's
1990, global defence q mament of

4 licl In restoring the transat
Ul’iiillllw?lvrdl‘wm 3.6M transatlantie Iantllr.p‘ac[llum nmlléit)'
o e hy. securtyarelhelyto gL S
evar, s reversing rapldly, raverberate along moreby NATO members
with  glebal  military opposing axes could also mean greater

expenditures crossing
$2700billlon In 2024.1n
2024, global defence
spending, which Increased by more
than 8% and was backed by augmen ted
European commitments, is likely to
scale further. While much of this trend
has been churned and fuelled by the
ongolng wars in Europe and the Middle
Eant, the former's alm for an ambitious
defence package through its ReArm
Furope or Readiness 2030 planand the
US" decision to increase its defence
budget toalmaost §1 teillion may hasten
the end of the'era of the peace dividend.!

Trump's report card that the sum

leverage in deciding the
course of such expend)

ture. Forinstance, in the
context of the ongolng Russia-Ukralne
conflict, Europe's trajectory would have
been completely different, had NATO
members been spending at 5% of thelr
GDPs on defence, The other questlon
for Europe, as for the US, is

ment with countries in the Indo
Pacific,albeit not directly in the realm
of defence and securlty, While Trump
may have framed NATO's budget
reallgnments as a vietory for the U§,
the palitical, securlty, and economlic
recalibrations underway within the
alllance could significantly reshape
NATO's profile, particularly from a
European standpoint, Over the next
decade, efforts to consolldate transat
lantic security are likely to reverberate
aleng opposing axes, with China, Rus
sla, lrau and North Korea coordinat Ing
tier the West. NATO's

fiscal sustalnability and nursing high
levels of public debt internally
alongside Increased spending on
defence and security.

Desplte a positive appraisal by
Trump and Increased defence spend
Ing, Europe’s woes are far from over.

xmwlnu defence expenditure is polsed
to intensify a range of geopolitical
dynamles in the years ahead—chlef
among  them belng  escalating
great power competition, eapld
Innovation In defence and technology,
and the deepening fracture of
1d ord

bt was “a very historic milestone’ and

The Hague defi takes

Holding firm on agri red lines

N CHANDRA MOHAN

The writer is an ecanamics snd businass
cammantatar based in New Dehi

Farmer unions are putting up a united front against

trade agreements being currently negotiated as they fear
that such deals adversely impact the agricultural sector

FARMER UNIONS ARE restive over the
trade deals belng negotiated by the
Matlonal Democratic .\Illancc (NDA)
tand seek

Befmclheyare Inked. Thelropposition
16 not just to the current deals being
negotiated, but all the major deals that
have been signed in the past, like the
ones with Srl Lanka and the Assocla

tion of Southeast Asian Nations
[ASEAN)—they led to the dumping of
cheap commercial crops like tea, cof-

fee, pepper, and rubber that adversely
Impacted farmer Incomes. The dalry
Industry's apprehenslons regarding
stiff competition in milk and milk
products from Australla and New
Zealand were responsible for India
walking out of the Reglonal Compre

hensive Economle Partnership (RCEP)
at the eleventh hour,

For such reasons, India's trading
stance has been defensive, and it has
not selzed the emerging epportunt
ties. Farmer unions are concerned
about the relentless pressure from the
US to open up the country's agricul
tural sector. It is a very big red line for
the government, as it serambles to ink
an interim deal with the US for avert
Ing the threat of reclprocal tariffs. The
worry ls that [t may capitulate to Amer
lean demands, As the engolng talks
enter the final strateh, this bs indeed a
ie:!alllvn llal.ll! tlznpuclall}' lhc U‘i'

lower
maodified (GM) malze and soybean
which are not allowed under Indlan
regulations. On this, progress has

hita roadblock.

Farmer unlons are apprehensive
that allowing greater market access for
US soybean, for Instance, could
adversely impact small and marginal
farmers.Around 6 million farmers who
cultivate this crop will be affected with
soybean prices of US orgin, currently
ruling around $390 per tonne as
agalnat our minlmum support prices of
$620a tonne, according toan article in
the Financtal Express. Cheaper imports
at lower tarkffs will thus affect domes
the cultivation, This Is

thesectoris not asvulnerable as popu
larly believed, as 809 of India's agrl
culture s reasonably competitive, On
sansltive Ilcmn like whaat and d.\iry
Items Hk A ndia
could ncgn:laln tariff rate quatas to
provide greater access for US produce.
Any trade negotlation entalls a
process of glve and take for greater
access to each other’s market. Freer
trade in farm and dalry produce is no
exception, although it s a no-brainer
that the Inte rests of small and marginal
farmers must be pro

wl\:thn red line for the Consulting with farmer tected. But what is |1:Ihal
o S0 wionsand geting 11 0% %
agricultural sector to them on board is a MOFE ACCESE L0 DU MAF
imports from large US  recipe for successful  kot! Gulatl suggeststhat
Ager 106 acinascom. _trade negotiations as WAL IR Y R0
pared to less than 2.7 OPposed to presenting  Jccess for high-value
acres for our smalland  the deals to them asa  horticultural products
:ualmlna] farmars, fait accompli such as bananas, man.

The question natu goes, grapes, and pome

rally is whether India

can inkany free trade agreement (FTA)
or Interkm deal without agriculture
Balngon the table. It is mostly unlikely,
as our most favoured nation tariffs on
agricultural goods s 39.6%—which is
elght times higher than what the US
charges—and the US secretary of com
marce, Howard Lutniek, has elearly
indicated that India's tariffs must
come down and that flexible strate
gles, Including setting quotas, could be
adopted to address sensitivities,
Experts like Ashok Gulath argue that

THE EDITOR

Digital India: The road
ahead

Apropes of ‘A decade of Digital India’
(FE, July 2), since its m:lnuon in 2015,

haalthcare, nnd banking have becamae
and

granates, which have
long faced regulatory hurdles in the LS.
In return, we can lower duties on wal
nuts, apples, cranberries, and blueber
rles, which we do not produce or do so
Inlimited quantities,

Being ademandeurin negotiations
suggests a different construction to
opening up India's ageicultural sector
than reflexively defending it at all
costs. The sector has shown resilience
and Is an important part of the coun
try's growth story, Agrlculture regls
tered growth of 4.6% in FY25, witha

BCCOSS IO :ompulaﬂ of intarmat

more

sheweasing the :ruo pmnmlo!
technology in governance, Howaevar,
thebeufrt: aramtmnly

| divide

Digital Indlia has lut

way citizens interact with services.
Digetal transactions, especially via
Unitad Payrments Interface (UPT), have
bacome a part of daily life far millions,
with India now leading the world in
real-time digital payments. Public
services such as education,
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electrarc or otherwise, inwhale or in part,

persists— naconl data i mduc'?::s that a
large number of weman in villages stil
da not own mobide phones, kmiting
their participation in the digital
economy. Moreover, digital
infrastructure in schoals remains
inndequate, with lass than 40% hiving

writtan

In its next decade,
Digital Inclia must bridge these gaps,
~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
Privatising discoms
Apropos of "Banefits of privatising
discems"{FE, July 2), the UP
governmant's decision to privatise
two of its four electricity dstribution
companies draws mixed responses.
The loss-making entities, under
affickent private management, will get

decadal expansion of asimilar magnl

tude, Officlal expectations are that a
5% growth Is feasible and vital for
India becoming a developed nation by
2047, Unlon agriculture minister
Shivea] Choubian has stated that as the
natlon aspires to become a §5 trillion

oo musl
51 telllion, up from the curvent levels
of §637 billion.

Faster agrlcultural growth, in turn,
has been assoclated with a rising share
of the non-crop sectors like livestock
{with milk production remalning dom
inant), fishing, and aquaculture in the
overall gross value output for agricul
ture and allied activitles. Although the
ahare of the crop sector has declined, It
sthll remalns the largest contelbutor
comprising cercals, pulses, ollseeds,
other fleld crops,and horticulture, The
former are grown in 92% of gross
crapped area and by a vast majority of
farmers bn the countryside. High-value
hortlcultural crops like frults and veg:
atahl 1 splces) pldlygained
ground and are as Important as cereals
in the crop sector’s output.

Consulting with farmer unions and
getting them an board |s a recipe for
successful trade negotiations as
opposed to presenting the deals tothem
an a fais accompli. Farmer unlons have
vawed to put up a united front against
the deals belng currently negotiated as
they fear that thelr interests may be
Tt if the red line does not hold,

Vigws are porsonal

proper gevernance and efficient
distribution which may turn the tides,
The unnecessary subsidies will be cut
aff, costs will be reduced, and the
public will benafit from better power
supply. At the same time, a manoﬁaly
may be created by the bidders

UP governmant is shrewd by keeping
49% of tha stakes. The new modal
may give the desired result,

~NR Nagarajan, Shakasi
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BRICSa

as growth catalyst

India Ine must deepen its participation in the bloc

—
Manish Singhal

he BRICS grouping —
I comprising Brazil, Russia,

India, China, South -1.l'm:a
and ether countries such as SaudJ
Arabia, Egypt, the UAE, Ethiopla,
Indonesia, and Iran — continues
roemerge as akey force shaping a
more equitsble global order.
Representing nealy 55 per cent of
the global population and nearly
40 per cent of the world's GDP,
exceeding that of the G7, BRICS
has emerged as a formidable bloc
for polirical and diplomatic
coordination among Global Sourh

BRICS. 4 vital platform far Indian
indiustry sorm s

rextiles. Deliberarions on
sustainable food systems, rural
livelihoods, and infrastructure

nations. development reflect Indis's
For India, BRICS is aviral beoader vision for enhancing irs
economic conduit to reshape roleinglobal value chains and
lobal economic governance. promaoting inclusive economic
ndian industry plays acentral promote financial
rolein this ion, using ili - and reduce

BRICS-led iniriati

market access, influence mg.lnnal
wvalue chains, and tap into
innovative financing through
insrirutions like the New
Development Bank. BRICS
d.imc’(lycomplelmnu: India's
long-term agenda of
sustainabilicy, digial leadership,
and inclusive growth, making
Indian enterprise a key driver of
the bloc's future direction.

As BRICS evolves into amore
structured and acrion-oriented
plarform, Indian industry must
deepen irs participation. While
mglr:ﬁdylgghym'ﬁ:c(
organisations, there Is agrowing
need for broader and more
e Hurdall

o e on dominant global
currencies, BRICS narions are
exploring mechanisms for
enhanced intra-BRICS teade
settlements in neurral currencles
or through bilateral/mulrilateral
escrow arrangements. India, with
its growing trade footprin within
BRICS, stands to benefit from
such initiatives which can lower
rrangaction costs and enhance
trade predictabiliry. The current
Intra-BRICS trade stands ar move
than $600 hillion, with si mfn:anl:
potential togrow beyond thi
walue,

Aharmonised BRICS customs
ecogystem — including Murual
Itmnglur_lnn Agreements fML{.A.?

J PRV
across all BRICS Business Council
working groups.

STRATEGIC RELEVANCE
Ey participating in ERICS
mechanisma and platforms, India
gains a platform ro advocate for a
more multipolar world order and
reforms in global institurions like
the WO, IMF, and UN. A
atronger voice inglobal
governance benefits Indian
Industry by ensuring faiver trade
rules, berter dispute settlement
hani and more halanced

8ir d docurentarion, an
the eliminarion of non-tariff
barriers (NTBs) — is essential to
facilitave smoother trade flows,
Indian exporters, especially
SMEs, will greatly bemsefit from
aimplified compliance and
predicrable market access across
BRICS economies.

With growing global
disillusionment around the
effectiveness of climate
negotiations under the COP
feamework — especially in light of
waning commirment from
developed —the BRICS

d.cwlnplmn(pdicleg blec must consider aself-driven
BItI("G raumencnungas dln\amﬁ.mdandacr_lnn agenda
gional value Indi coll 5

chains redul:mg
over- de]‘yf‘nd.anou on waswrn

climate resilience projects, green
finance mechanisms, and

supply ch 7

rechnology sharing to meet
mual sustainak

Europe and the Ameri
for nearly 32 per cent of India's
imports,

ility goals within
s own

BRICS, aligning wi

Panchamrit targets,

Fragility in current account surplus

RED FLAGS. Yulnerabilities visible in merchandise trade, capital inflows, and domestic demand

()

DHANAMIAY SINHA

ndia's balance of payments (BoP)
recorded a $13.5 hillion current
account surplus in the fourth
uarter of fiscal year 2025
CHFYL5), equivalent to 1.3 per
centof GDP. This surplus, dmvm
robust services d‘\ “rlﬂ h’f’

Decline in share of goods to total exports coincides
with the fall in share of manufacturing in GVA

Marchandise EX/Tatal EX{G+5} (%)

5\

— Masufacturing GYA/GVA [%, RHS)

paints a picture ofexternal sectar
stren;

However, It conceals significant
vulnerahbilities in merchandise teade,
capiral inflows, and domestic demand.
In fiscal year 2025 (FY25), the current
account deficit (CAD) moderated o -6
per cent of GDP, an unusual outcome for
a growing economy with strong GDP
figures.

This plece delves into the scructural
weaknesses bereath this surplus,
highlighting India’s over-reliance on
services and remirtances, declining
forelgn direct investment (FDI), and
inconsistent policy ses that
threaten long-term stabiliry,

RISING DEPENDENCE

The current account surplua is primarily
fuelled by services exports and
remirtances. In FY25, net services
exports d by 25 per cent, reachiny
‘slx.a bsl:trsﬂn‘u?l);h #8533 billion in 4
alone. Business services by an
impressive 112 per cent in (4, while
software services maintained steady
growthar 12 per cent.

Net transfers, predominantly
remirtances, rose by 16.6 per cent in
FY25, witha 9.7 per cent year-on-year
increase in Q4, providing stable inflows
less tied to domestic GDP fuctuations.
Services now account for 47 per cent of
India's total s of and
ka&mmlng%ng
dependence on the global economic
environment.

In conzrast, merchandise exports
have smgnamd, despite initiarives like
Make in India, production-linked
incentives (PL1s), vigorously pursued
various free teade agreements (FT
and corporate tax cuts aimed at boosting
manufscruring. Goods exports
contribute only 53 per cent to total
exports, a 35-year low, down from 67 per
centin FY13and 81 percentin FY%.
This decline mirrors the fall in
manufacruring's share of India's gross
value added (GVA) to 13.9 per cent,a
a6-year low, compared toa peak of 20
jper cent in F¥9s,

fith global trade dynamics The BRICS Business Forum Waorld Bank data reveals that 103 out
evolving, BRICS provides Indian 2025, robe held on July 5 in Rio de of 200 countries saw an increase in
exporters access todiverse and Yaneiro, offers a vital platform for manufacturing's GVA share over the
expanding markets beyond Indian industry tolead dizlogue, past decade, while Indiaand China
rraditional Western partners. drive partnerships, and influence experienced declines, possibly linked to
This holds value for sectors like policy direction. China's deindustrialisarion and
agri-tech, phar, rical dumpi ‘goods in Indian markets.

automobiles, IT services, and

thehindubug

The writer is Secretary General, ASSOCHAM

inessline.
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settlement on Dabhol disputes
General Electric (GE) snounced that it has reached a “carmprehensive
settlement” of its Dabhal-related disputes with the Centre, the Makarashtra
Guu:mm:rll and the Indian lenders to the Dabhol Power Compary (DPC). The

e s hirancial el

1in partial payment of various

centractar chairs for work completed but net paid and in exchange for the
transfer of GE's ownership interest in Dabhaol, GE said in a release here,

No ‘compromise formula’ yet on BHEL disinvestment

The proposed digrvestment of 10 per cart egquity in public sector Bharat
Hesvy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) is unlikely to take place in the near fture, urless
the Government takes an the pelitical risk of glossing over the abjectians of
the Left parties, which are providing outsice suppart toit
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Trend decline in foreign i /GDP since FY13, lowest in FY25
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Intensifying global rrade protectionism
further threarens [ndia’s manufacruring
competitiveness.

India’s merchandise trade deficic
widened to 8267 billion in FY25 (7.3 per
cent of GDP), though it narrowed 1o
B58.7 billion in Q4 from £78.7 billion in
(3. Merchandise e:',gom contracted
4.3 per cent in (4, while imports grew
1.2 per cent, leading toa 1.1 percent
cnn[(‘er-acu'nn i.nm':'sa]luad.e S

Since the post-Covid peak in FY23,
crpnm and Impores have remained flat,
with compound annual growth rates
(CAGR) of -0.13 per centand 0,19 per
cem,mspmiru\ely.

The merchandise rrade-1o-GDP ratio
has plummeted to 28 per cent from 37
percentin Q2FY23, and including
services, the total trade-to-GDP ratio

India’s policy response
has been inconsistent,
combining aggressive
fiscal consolidation that
suppresses demand with
excessive monetary easing
to encourage leveraged
consumption

fell to 4.2 per cent in (4 from 52.6 per
«cent in Q2FY 23, reverting to pre-Covid
lewels. This decline in rrade openness

signals fading post-pandemic gal d

The FDI inflow-zo-GDP ratio felltoa
historic low of (.04 per cent in FY25,
compared to 3.5 per cent in FY09.

Gross FDIinto India rose by 13.7 per
cent o $81 billion, but reparriation
surgedly 16 per centro $51.5 billion,
with the repatriation-to-gross FD ratio
climbing to 3.5 per cent from 22 per
centinFy15.

Including repatriation of income,
roval repatriation reached 104 billion,
exceeding gross FDI inflows. This trend
reflects diminishing long-term
Investment opportunities for foreign
firms, compounded by weak domestic
demand and global trade protectionism,
which have also gupﬂmqqed pelvate
capiral expenditure by Indlan companies
for overadecade.

External commercial borrowing
(ECE) surged fivefold year-on-year to
#7.8 hillion in Q4FY25, the highest since
Covid peaks. Non-banking financial
companies {NBFCs) accounted for 43
per cent of ECBs in FY25, despire the
Reserve Bank of India"s efforts to boost
domestic liguidity and a weakening
INR/USD, This reliance on ECEs
highlights tight domestic financial
conditions and underscores the
economy’s dependence on external
financing to bridge gaps in domestic
credit.

POLICY INCONSISTENCIES
India's policy res; has been
inconsistent, combining aggressive
fiscal consolidarion that suppresses
demand with excessive monetary easing
o encourage leveraged consumption.
These measures fall to address
structural weaknesses. Szagnant income
rowth, shuggish ha.nk lending, and
Euhdu prie “§£ﬂe¢::a

ralses concerns about India's
integration into global markets, A
potential global GDP slowdown could
further erode services exports, risking a
wider CAD in the furare,

Remitrances, akey pillar of India’s
external balance, grew vy 17 per centin
F¥25,

While stable and less sensitive to
domestic growth, their dependence on

obal economic conditions ex)

India to exvernal shocks. Any disruption
In global labour markers or economic
slowdowms in key remirtance-sending
«eountries could destabilise these
inflows, undermining the current
account surplus.

I'IIBI:NG REPATRIATION

fragile dnmestlc economy, With global
protectionism intensifying and
economic slowdowns looming, India’s
eeliance on simplistic monetary
Interventions is inadequate. A more
robust policy framework is needed to
enhance manufacturing
competitiveness, boost domestic
demand, and atrract sustainable foreign
Investment.

India’s $13.5 billion current socount
surplus in Q4F Y25 masks underlying
wulnerabilities in merchandise trade,
capiral inflows, and domestic demand.
Over-reliance on services exports and
remittances exposes the economy to
globalslowdowns, while declining FD
and rising reparriation signal waning
Investment appeal. Stagnant trade, weak

laccount inflows d

Net
by £l per centin FY25 1o $16.7 billion,
drivenby fomin

ion, and | olicies

Eurﬂwr ‘ngh]lgiu fragility. To enqpure

‘both FD 'SIJ gehnllm and foreign
portfolio investment kl- PL) inflows
(#3.56 billion’

NetFDlin reached their lowest
lewel since FY()1, averaj 20 billion, a
47 per cent dmp from 5‘|“§4Y21 peak of
$44 billion,

stabilicy, India must address
.q:ruc’mral challenges, reduce
dependence on external factors, and
adopt a cohesive policy framework that
gees beyond monetary easing.

The writer |s CE0& Co-tead of Equities & Head of
Research, Systematix Grou p. Wiews are persanal

Microsoft cuts 9,000 workers in second wave of layoffs

Brody Ford
Matt Day

icrosoft Corp, n job
cuts that wil im;c:gaahjmm
9000 workers, its second
major wave of layoffs this year as it
seeks to control costs while ramping
up en artificial intelligence spending.

Less than 4 per cent of the com-
pany's total workforce will be im-
pacted, a spokesperson said.

The cuts will have an impact across
teams, geographies and tenure and
are made in an effort to screamline
processes and reduce layers of man-

position the company and teams for
success in a dynamic markerplace,”
the spokesperson said.

The terminations follow an earlier
round nfl?\alfs in May that hit 6,000
people and fell hardest on product
and engineering positions.

SPIRALLING COSTS

Across the tech industry, companies
are grappling with the spiralling costs
of staying up to date in the artificial
intelligence race, whether by training
the large Iaegmge models that un-
derpin the technology, building serv-
ersand dara centres, or developing Al

lications,

JOBS. In the firing line murss

pledged o Wall Street that it would

Al infrastructure build-out, wrote
An Rana, an analyst with
Bloomberg Intelligence.

They may also reflect a greater
mll to use Al tools incermally, he

The company had 228,000 workers
ar the end of June 2024, 45,000 of
them in sales and markering.

Microsoft  often  restructures
teams and announces other cha
near the end of its fiscal year, which
closes in June.

Microsofi’s top sales execurive,
Judson Althoff, is planning to take a
rwo-month sabbarical this month,
Bloomberg reported last month.

R'Iﬁonf women in I'I's.ervil: ﬂii"‘.n“d.i . agement, the spokesperson added. After spending tens of billions of  putalid on costs. The company has said his leave had
17 o longer a mar's woekd, and the sigrs of this are evident in the Indan T i 5
g H!‘ i Nery . . “We continue to implement or; dollars on dara centres and a) The reductions could help offser  been previously planned and that he
Services sevtor Belying the trand in developed raarbats, the propartion of isational changes necessary to best  tion development, Micros rising spending associated with the  will rerurn in September, secwsis
warnan in the Indian IT services werkiores (exeluding I TeS/BPOY) is rising
steadily, ared rmay touch 30 per cant this year compared to 24 per cent in 2004,
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3 EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Get less {E)
4 Secand-hand (4)

1. Infer from what precedes (6) 1. Get les seed, sere being pleughed s (8)

4. Experienced American tap jeurna (4)

1. Week et lagieally the desd cepper

2.5 American aquatic rodent (5) compounded (£)

8. rid (3) 3, Sweetener (5) B, Use towel when no alcohel is supglied (3) 2. It supplies nutria to the bashful on the uptuen (5)
9. Rascal (5) 5. Mixat randem (7) 9. Villsin returns gold o half the guests (5) 3. Flattery needed in stirring times? (5)

10, Viase fr ashes. (3) & Hang loosely {5) 10 Dant start to incinerate the ballot-bax (3) 5. Behave shiftily but prepare ta deal (7)

11, Warship (T 7. Calumnious (10) 11. Weight af 8 baver comes with eraft (7) £ Hang loose, and leg may get broken (6)

12, Veery bad {5)
13. Praclaimed, published abroad (11)
17 Coneede, scknawledge (5)

18, Bring inte: being (7)

20, Mealth rescet (3)

21, Egg-producing gland (5)

22, Label (3)

23 Maral ablgation (4)

24, Uncevered {8}

9. The takirg of something 7. first fed wp with & Conservative hurting
up again (10)

toppad defensive

12, Viery b o break the law, but endisss fun in it {5)
13, Made widely known if grouped with malt this way (11)
17. Haves b snen Lip 2 |et ane in (5}

18, Yield, and put an a play (7)

20 A healthy place for Frotsstant kader in South Africa (3)
21. Mathing will change the producer of eggs [5)

iy reputation (10}

9, Mute prison reform with its taking up again (10)
14, Batter away at a bit of the fertibeation (7)

15. Brought about as Duce cedered it (6)

16 Was on the edge of greed, but changed

after fve (6}

rhaund (7]
15. Made to exit (6)

16 Bordered, was on
the edge of (5)

18, Pet of & denture (5)

19, To such time as (5)

22, Label it a game childeen can play (3)
23, Whiat aa sheuld da is pay it a imparts (4)
24, Showed it could |esve it out when in the red (E)

18, Pantius drepped ane Baok illstration (5)
19. T the time when the peacekespers get lit g (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2730
ACROSS 1. Corpiscle 5. Cab 7, Tide. 8, Clarinet 10, Corridor 11, Sean 13 Ersign 15, Switeh 18, Form 18, Adorable 22 Reaction 23 Tulf 24, Mum 25 Warnderful
DOWN 1. Cutiche 2 Radar 3 Callow 4. Eeru 5, Cansent & Baten 9. Singe 12, Sween 14, Sarcasm 16, Hesdful 17, Adjoin 18, Forum 20, 80 2. Stow
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Stable for now

But RBI flags geopolitics and PSB loan book as risks

inrecent times — given the increase in

geopolitical conflicts, disruptions caused
by reciprocal tariff talks with the US and the
re-alignment of trade and capital flows. The
systemic risk survey conducted by the Reserve Bank
of India in May this year highlights this growing
uncertainty with all major risk groups being in the
‘medium risk’ category.

Butthere is no cause foralarm, Unlike in
ather turbulent periods, such as Tune 2022,
domestic demand conditions are fairly
robust, Domestic financial institutions
have adequate capital bufTers to withstand
severe stress conditions, Yet, policymakers
need to keep the ammunition ready to
ensure financial stabilivy, should the need
arise, While the Financial Stability Report
has flagged rising public debt as a problem
globally, it points out that debt-to-GDP
ratio and the ratio of interest payments to
receipts is much lower in India vis-a-vis its
emerging market peers. The Centre's
resolve toimprove the debr-to-GDP ratlo
also adds ro the credibilivy of the financial
system, However, a risk vo financial
stability could arise from overvaluation in
stock markets, Earnings are growing at a far
lower rate than what the share prices are
building-in. Any adverse development
increases the risk of a stock market crash,

Measures taken by the RBI in the past
year such as increasing scrutiny on the
retail loan portfolios of banks and NBFCs,
cracking down on the lax on-boarding
process for unsecured retail loans and
tightening the rules for digital lending, have
led toa deceleration in overall credit
growth, But public sector banks appear to
be still chasing high growth, which s
reflected in their credit growth as well as
uncertain asset quality. Year-on-year credit
growth in public sector banks wasat a
higher 12.2 per cent in March 2025 quarter
compared to growth of 8.9 per cent in
private sector banks, and the overall growth
of 11 per cent in scheduled commercial
banks, The growth for PSBs appears to be
led by retail credit which grew 17.7 per cent
in the March 2025 quarter, while privare
and foreign banks witnessed a sharp
degrowth in personal loans, Purther, PSBs
have witnessed a 21.3 per cent increase in
unsecured personal loans.

The asset quality of public sector banks is
abitweaker than other groups. The GNPA
and NNPA ratio of public sector banks was
at a higher level of 28 per cent and 0.6 per
cent, respectively. The proportion of GNPA
being written off was also much lower in
PSBsat 25.5 per cent in FY 25, compared to
45.3 per cent in private banks and 34 per
cent in foreign banks, The GNPAin credit
card loans of public sector banks has
continued to grow in recent quarters,
standing at 14.3 per cent in March 2025,
The RBI should watch the loan portfolios of
PSBs for potential vulnerabilities. The
impact of supply chain disruption on debr
servicing must be considered,

T he risks to financial stability have increased

POCKET

.JF

RAM SINGH

TUHEEMA MUKHERJEE
esplre growi licical
:Ah];m!&:n( :ungfhefrl:od
strategic inteveats, India's
rrade negotiations with
the LS remainsmuck ina

quagmire,

Expecting a much-anticipated rrade
deal under Trump 20, India initiaved a
series of liberallsation measures
Including deep tariff reductions (whisky,
automobiles, BV components),
srructural alignment with US digial
rrade norms ismllsmd equalieationlevy
and RuPay subsidies), and procedural
refiorms (proofof eriging o
accommodate US exporters.

However, instead of reclprocating, the
US responded with fresh punitive zariffs
inltially on sreel and aluminium and
when 26 per cent rexaliatory tasiffs,
delays in FDA approvals, supply of F-404
‘Tejas-engines, and resteleted control on
professional visas, advanced tech ef A,
Cruanmum and drones,

This asymmerry in expectarions
wersus outcomes has diluted rust,
rurning a potential partnership into a
wransactional stalemare,

Accordingly, ler us decode the
evolving pnﬂ( al economy behind this
gridiock, hlgl:llglmn};mlmm[dmd

d Iwwnnnr

relarively less room for
relarionship-based accommesdation.
India, om the other hand, trears trade
negotiations as instruments of
Induszrial upgradation, prlml(l.slnfg its
economic soverelgnry and strategic
autonomy, Its stance on data
localisarion, stemming from its
fnrdmnml ng Dlgllel 1 ndla Act, alms o
ecosysEm,

Iegal-pnlldcal feameworks,

contradicring the gains made In the last
wwa decades ln much-hyped geostrategic
partnership,

The LS engages In trade negotiations
with a focus on enforceable
commitments backed by domestic law,
Interest group pressure, and a historical
preference for clarity and quantification
— for instance, US focused on greater
market access, strengthened intellectual
property rights, greater agriculoural
access, transparent public procurement,
services secror liberalisation,
Investment protection mechanisms and
regul Iamtyﬂmd:mhl'llry and
enforceabl

l]lnmsrlw:ly USTR's Inslstence oma
qrMp tariff cur, aiming vo reduce India's

Momwcr rariffliberalisatlon is
calibrared based on domestic
vulnerabilities, especially in agriculrure,
pharmaceuticals, and SMEs,

India offered preferential ar
sero-dury access to more than &5
cent of tariff lines, bowered duties on
wlnes, almonds, pistachios, EV

ments, and amended origin rules,

allw le malmammg W consistency,
India also withdrew the equalisation
levy (META/Google, ete) and offered
access in telecom and is commicted to

TRADE GRIDLOCK.

India’s approach stands out in
t to US' lobby-based
push for quick outcomes

contre

reimpose reraliatory tarlffs from July 9,
continued visa restrictions, and
strategic hyphenarlon with Pakistan in
Stare Department reports,

‘This patrern, when juxtaposed with
India"s parlent consensus-building
approach, Ls perceived as betrayal of
“rrust”, Trump's verbal overtures on
Indias tariffs, dara and e-commerce
regulations, reglonal peace further
widened the divide.

Indian negotiators have ar)
their digical rules are still
legislative process and deserved
rransitional teeatment, but the LS
InwrpmreLd I(I:I.s :s a(ranlzglr: de]iql. -

d that

an
businessline.
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wften clashes with the US's centralised,
fast-paced, and pressure-orlented
tactics,

This fundamental divergence In
perceptions continues 1o obseruct the
path o a balanced and acceprable trade
agreement,

THE WAY FORWARD
Despite these divergences, the path 1o
corvergence lies in institurional
i it Trural I

Both countries should invest Injoint
re-negotiation briefings, drawing
essons from platforms ke the Us-India

CEQD Iomm,mha.rmnnlne priorities and

s
India’s glmvcmrdln:rlnn,mgmlep]
{nslrlnm WO stance on steel dutles,
kewarm defence procurement
interest, and rigid demand fora
wero-to-zero deal as lacking sub

imelines, No ciall
when Iris )LIgI: in emmmlc and political
stakes for both partles, is possible ina
-y thomee-window,
Indiacould establish a permanent
trade I arlat to

and nndermmlng prnnpmn for

mare purchases of US ydrocarbons and
gnld.Jieprmcal]y, Indlz EXPECTS

irion of Irs unigue d
oy emerging role in gunnrramglc
balancing and corresponding
flexibilirles on concerns of its policical

l‘he Us's eri:cmrcd approach and
for its regulatory norms, ignoring
\dn\qcuhuralmmr[mnnan sLes
like blood-feed dairyand GM crops, has
become a key obstacle under irs

fast-track inter-ministerial al ignment,
The US, inturn, could pursue early
harvest agreements in non-sensitive
secrors |ike ebectronics, Al services, and
critical minerals, avolding the
all-or-nothing approach,

Clarifying annexes, technical side
leteers, and phaged implementation
protocols can help bridge
interpretational gaps. Supplementing
ongoing efforts, teack 1.5 diplomacy,
involving former diplomats, business
leaders, and think-tanks, can
supplement formal channels and bulld
political trust. Any trade deal must be

hored on win-win principles of

erage applied tariffs from L3 per cent economy, a supposition rarely standard FTA framework,
m elow 4 per cent, was emblemaric of acknowl and understood by the Further, India-US rade deadlock is
this approach, Us. deepened by contrasting negotiation
Similaely, dermands for unambiguous aryles and domestic politieal econombes,
rules on digieal trade, such as MISALIGNED PERCEPTIONS India prefers long- AEFm, LUt -based
unrestrlcted cross-border dara flows and ire making I weesslons, o |; ded In
prohibirion of data 1ml|nﬂlm reflect In an pnllqmmlmu find themselves srrategic alignment, yaduallﬂm and
US'"s global d unitive US inclusiviry.
furthering thelr agundan-r 'rsle- ir-or-leave-Ir' appreach, thireats to Incontrast, US rrade policy ia shaped
IPEFUSMCA/DEPA, etc. by powerful Inhhmslndalry digital, and
Further, leveraging fanking-atrack pharma secrors that demand swift,
strategy, the US initiated lovestigations  India has argucd that its enforceable outcomes,
and tariffs under Sections 301 and 232 Washingron's a nachreﬂmna

on sreel and alurinium, maximising lrs
Ins to extract associated compliance,
5 a result, negotiations outcomes
remain governed by legalistic realism
and domestic political cycles, with

digital rules are still
under legislative process,
but the US interprets this
as strategic delay

form of “cold reallsm," pricritsing
short- mrm'lmslnengalnn rlgld
deadlines, and tr I deliverables

reclprocity, Inc]mruel:ess, l.;&.mparmy,
allsnl ng with long-term development
and straregic goals.

Trust, not just tariffs, will devermine
the future of the India-US econamic
partnership. The ball isinthe US's court. +

over mutuality and reclprocicy. India's
bureancratic, consensus-driven process

The writers are cn the faculty of IIFT, New Delni, Views
are persoral

Improving transparency in related party transactions

SEBI’s new disclosure norms, to kick in from Septemnber 1, should encourage companies to comply and help curb scams

—
Mohan R Lavi

ompanies enter inco relared
‘ party transactions mainly ofr

TWO reasons — they cannot be
avolded In an economy such as ours, and
rhey are extremely convenlent,
Family-run businesses are common in
India, and it is narural that there will
rransactions berween the parties, Fora
private limited company that does not
need to have an audit commitree, related

Luckin Coffee, once hailed as China's
angwer to Starbuch infi

fora major accounting scandal in 2020
Involving fabricated sales and
questionable related party transactions.
Many of these fake transactions were
routed through relared parties,
Including suppliers and business
affiliates with tles to company
executives, Investigarions revealed thar
Luckin used these entities to create the
Hllusion of a booming business,
nw:rnmtlng revenues andlnﬁstlnu

ParTy transacrions ave very
since no approvals are required, and

finanelal emergencles ean be resolved in
amarter of minutes, By

sJIr.'gadly mcycladthmugls relamd
companies, making them appear as
o thi "lu ,gel.eﬂl..,m

what need vo run thelr m'lawd parq-
rangactl Tiroigh an

for (helrappms], find it
eonvenbent o get an omnibus approval
for the financlal year.
Yet, the sheer convendence of related
transactions Is also its major
qhnrrmmlng wlilpedm'lmq abour

SURGE IN VALUATION
This manipulation misled investors and

Al leadingro ad le surge in
the company’s valuation prior to the
scandal, The consequences were swift:
the company’s shares plummered, it was
de-| llqrod fmm the NASDACG, and

i

100 under th
“aecounting scandals” — am rlqlo\f
them would have had transacrions with
relared parties that resulted inthe
accounting scandal, From Enron
roSaryam and Luckin Coffee o Gensol
Englneering, related party transactions
were the main cause of acoounting
scandals,

were fired, l"hlnm

TARGETING. Accourting scandals

These require audit committee and
shareholder approval, with
comprehensive disclosures,
Promaoter-related transactions
[non-material but promoter-linked)
have been defined to be those exceeding
lower of 2 per cent of urnover, 2 per
centof net worth, or 5 per cent of
average PAT. These transactions require
auditcommirtee approval,
comprehensive disclosures,

Residual transactions are those that
ave less than €1 crore peryear — these
requlmllmneds.nd minimm

o meet aggressive

Since ivwould be foolhardy tban
related party transactions, regulators
h d

The discl ¥ —
i limired, Ty
reﬁecm\g the transacrlnn H qus.mum,

fva —

proper o
adequate disclosure and transactions at
arm’s lengrh. For listed companies, the

Securithes and Exchange Board of India

Qhamlmldcrnnrlcegffw mensl WP
must include the commentary of the
audit commirtee, valuations, bid

1

(SEBI) has been updating its discl
requirements for related p:
transactions at frequent intervals, For

Lall 1
I peclally royaley), and
QR-code access, B}lanﬂmr{n&dluh&m
(I.ergmdcarmnne’(arymhﬂ s, SERI

Ensures

listed entities, a new ser of reg)
hcl(m fmm %p’mmher 1. The

lnmm fined Lucki BEO
million, while the LIS SEC mpaseda
$180 millin penalry for securities fraud.
The Luckin Coffee case highlights the
severe risks associated with inadequare
disclosure and governance of relared
party transactions, especially in
high-growth companies under pressure

ises related
n-an.qac(lonn by sizeand vpe, rr':a]gr:)‘rln]_
wvarled disclosure levels,

Material rransactions hawve been
defined to be those exceeding 1,000

Impnalnganne -slze- hm all'lmrr.len
‘The disclosure norms may encourage
companies o comply and not connive,
However, Ifanother big incident takes
lace Involving RIFTs, regulavors will be
omedmac( fferemly, which could

crore or 10 per cent of consolidared
turnowver {(whichever is lower), or 5 per
cent of turmover in royalty/brand deals,

i prise andits of RPTs.

The writer ksa chartered accountan:

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your

| to bleditari i inar by past to “Letters to the Editor, The Hindy Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 85%5-880, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002,

Let RBI reopen its doors
“This refiers e ‘Cinly 1.71% af £2000
banknotes remain in circulation’
(July 2). Per R statement, 9825
per cent of the €2 000 banknates in
circulation (valued at ¥3.56 lakh

Cfices akane and a majer chunk
theresf has al to

aver ties with the WS, Hs
ircon: ontrade,

it, orve genuinedy wishes that the
central bank urgently reverts back to
pre 2023 era, redaci

security, and diplomacy — have
made engagement unpredictable. s

the mechange af the: snled.munlmd

=1 and
achiersaries grow balder, hew Delhi

This refers ta the repart “White

s
Thisiswith reference i Kalaburgi's

House optimistic about striking 2
erade deal with India very soar {Iuly
). The new blowhet, Blow cold’
strategy aclopted by Trumpis

{Iudy 2). The achicvement of these
laches proves that there &a lot of
hidclen alens in rurd areas which

crore) ason May 19, 3023, havesince bank nates but dsoissuence offresh  must strengthen its LIS partnership confusing. It isapparent that thetaa  needs to be tapped with proper
been returned to it til June 30, currency nates of variaus den, on more than ever — but withaut couniries are clear about the: guidance and state support.

2025 The cutstanding amount paan-andia busis, becoming hostage to cne man's abjectives of the current trade Develapment and grawehare the
currently stands at ¥6,099 crore. it's A Gupta whims, negoeiations and the constraints on arly ways to empawer women fram

adifferens matter tha these bank [ Simuitaneausly, it must hedge ts care palicy issues. Deadlines andl rural areas, This il prevent ther
nates, since withdrawn in pursuance bets, eepen ties with cther pawers, thrests can bring pressure, but both migratian to urban areas in search of

of RAl's Clean Nate Palicy, stil Ties with other powers ] awarld where natian ftheimpartance  jobs. The women From Ealsburg

2 o 2 . Ly continue to be legal tender. Apropos ‘Cuite a churmin india LS i ility may agai afmutual wominghe current  have shawn they are in na way
“Everything is going digital!™ 1 Since the depasit andfor eschange of  ties! (July 2%, india’s strategic caloulus prove fleeting scenari, inferiar o their urban counterparts.
Iw'- g M these nctes is exchusively being dealt  Faces druptionas Donald Tumg's N Sadhashea Reddy G Warrler \eena Shonoy
R Frers with by REIl's 19 specified isue erratic behmiour casts long shadows — Bengairs Mk Thars
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Hues of higtory: A& carpet seller stands near his shap at Tehran's old main bazaar in lran, on May 5.8

A land of djinns and poets: Iran in the
crosshairs of history again

Iran is rich in stories linked often to other cultures. A walk through books on Iran, which is an empaoria of ideas and beliefs exchanged and exported
through the centuries by its merchants, mercenaries and storytellers

Geeta Doctor

ran has been in the news for all the
WOrst reasons in recent times.
It’s as if the echoes of Paul E.

Erdman’s sensationally titled study,
Thee Crash of 79, that heralded the fall of
the short-lived Pahlavi dynasty is still
being felt today. It was written in the
context of who contralled the surge of the
il economy while waiting for the Iranis
Revolution to begin. At that time, i
clear enough to Iran watchers that it was
in the marketplace of Tehran, that the
Bazaaris, sipping their glasses of black tea
with lumps of crystalised sugar, were
stirring the narrative of revolt.

Being in the crosshairs of history the
land has attracted countless imvaders. It is
rich in stories linked often to other
cultures, as it is in the silk, gemstones,
artefacts, dried fruits, prayer rugs,
muagnificent carpets and pelts of rare
animals that are exchanged in its hazaars.
Iran is an emporia of ideas and beliefs
exchanged and exported through the
centuries by its merchants, mercenaries
and storytellers.

Lightning strikes

While travelling through the deeply
ridged and folded countryside you might
see the black robed vultures circling the
mountain tops. They could be waiting to
feast on the charred bricks and bones of
yet another famous city on the plain of
Pars attacked by the Mongols. Just as
frequently armies of warriors have
crossed across to loot and pillage their
distant neighbours and return with the

spoils.

Whe can forget Nader Shah taking over
the Persian throne and first dismantling
parts of the Ottoman Empire in the West
and then turning his attention on north
India. In lightning strikes and a reputation
for a ferocious barbarity including the
slaughter of women and children, he
defeated the Mughal army in the Battle of
Karnal in 1739,

As @ peace offering in exchange for
further attacks, he demanded and
received the peacock throne and the
warld-famous Goleonda diamends, one of
which, the Darya--Noor, is at the Gulistan
Palace Musewm in Tehran,

Rustam and Sohrab

In the poet Ferdowsi's epic poemn in
50,000 rhyming couplets, the
Shahnameh, published in 1010 CE, it’s the
warrior kings of Persia that are
celebrated. The most famous of these is
the meeting between Rustam and his
estranged son Sohrab on the battlefield.
The image is one that has been
reproduced in Persian style miniature
paintings, on painted tikes and woven wall
hangings. His poem stops with the last of
the hereditary rulers Khosrow [ leaving
the throne; that is to say before the Arab
intervention.

Ferdowsi introduces us to a land of
djinns and poets with links to the early
Zoroastrian priests tending their fire
temples. The winged symbaol of the
“Faravahar” with a figure of a man at the
centre of a disc appears on the wall of the
Fire Temple at Yazd in Iran; as it does at
the Fire Temples of the Zoroastrians in

India who fled from there across the seas
with their sacred fire.

Like the mythical fire bird, the
Simorgh, the Parsi community of the
Indian subcontinent kept their promise to
add their special lustre to the country of
[hh'\!g adoption, while keeping their faith

al .,

‘When the British came on the scene,
the two cultures blended with an ease
that is best described in the satirical The
Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan. 1t was
written in English by James Justinian
Morier, who bived in Qajar Iran as the
Eritish emvoy. In his capacity as Hajji
Baba, a Bazaari with a yen for travel, this
is what he tells us: "By the time ] was
sixteen it would be difficult to say
whether [ was most accomplished as a
barber or a scholar. Besides shaving the
head, cleaning the ears, and trimming the
beard, [ became famous for my skill in the
offices of the bath. Mo one understood
better than 1 the different modes of
rubbing or shampooing, as practised in
India, Cashmere, and Turkey; and I had
an art peculiar to myself of making the
joints to crack, and my slaps echo.”

British entry

There was an almost instant recognition
between the scholars of the two nations
that is explored in the two companion
volumes by Sir Denis Wright who served
as British Ambassador to Mohammed
Reza Shah of Iran during his glory years.
The English Amongst the Persians and The
Persians Amongst the English are a
glorious recapitulation of what was always
a formidable relationship. As Wright

mentions in his preface, "nowhere in the
world is British cleverness so wildly
exaggerated as in Iran, and nowhere are
the British more hated for it™. One of the
reasons advanced for this analysis is that
the British considered Iran as a decoy for
India, against Russian advancements in
the area; a Cold War thesis that we may
o ignore.

One of the most chilling accounts of
what happened to Iran after the
installation of “Khomeini and the Islamic
Revolution” is by Amir Taheri in his 1985
book The Spirit of Allah. As editor-in-Chief
of Kayhan, the national newspaper of Iran
in the 1970s, Taheri, an academic now in
exile, has written several books since
then. However, inexorable the trajectory
of events that have led to the rule by the
Ayatollahs, Taheri inchides a ghazal by
Khomeini written perhaps in the 1930s,

“It’s spring and there is blossom on the
almond tree/The bride in the garden is
verily, the almond tree” And yet after
such gentle beginnings, the conclusion is
abrupt and terrifying.

One can anly return to an earlier poet
and the twelfth century Attar of Nishapur
and the enchanting vision that he offers in
The Conference of Birds.

1t's in the form of & journey, a quest
through many different forms of
attachment in search of the marvellous
Simorgh, the female spirit of rebirth who
rises repeatedly through several
revolutions. It's a reaffirmation of life
through fire.

The journey starts within.

Geeta Doctor is a critic and cultural
commentator.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to

dailygquingthehindu.coin

This is a quiz on longstanding records in various sports

Srinivasan Ramani

nicknamed “The 5tilt,” scored an

[
QUESTION 1

This gentleman, who was born on July
3, 1851, played in the first-ever Test
cricket innings and scored a century.
Indaing so, he set a record for the
highest individial share of runs in a
campleted team innings that remains
unbroken to this day. Name him and
hiis con
[

QUESTION 2

Mame this Czechoslowvakian athlete
wha set a world record in the women's
BO0-ratre race in 1983, Her
phenarmenal time has held for aver
four decades, making it the
longest-standing individual world
recard in athletics,

h
QUESTION 3
This behemath basketball player,

M
K

unbeligvable 100 points i a single
game for the Philadelphia Warriars
on March 2, 1962. In the modern era,
the Late Kobe Bryant came closest to
this mark in 2006, Mame the
recard-halder and the number of
points Kobe Bryant scored.

b

QUESTION 4

This English cueist was the
undisputed king of early snaaker,
winning the first 15 Warld Snocker
Champignships keld from 1927 1
1945, He was undefeated in the
tournament befare his retirement
fraem the event. Name him.

ke

QUESTION 5

This French faotball striker holds the
seemingly unbreakable recond for the
st goals in a single FIFA World Cup
tournament, seoring 13 times at the
1358 event. Name this French legend.

Visual question:
At the 1968 Clymipics, this American athlete redefined his spert witha
single, breathtaking performance nicknamed “the leap of the century.” His
world record stood for 23 years before being broken by Mike Powell, but
his Dlympic recerd from that day has never been beaten. Marme him and
his sport. GETTY IMAGES

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's daily quie: 1. The
Civil Rights Act was signed by this LS.
President. Ans: Lyndon B. Johnson
2. This American jurist was the
Suprerme Cowrt's first
African-American justice. Ang:
Thurgood Marshall

3. This American comedian-writer is
best knawn for his shaw Sednfield.
Ans: Larry David

4. This Amnerican Nobel Laureate is
known for his works, A Farewell o
Arms and For Whom the Bell Taills,
Ans: Ernest Hemingway

5. This American businessman
developed the Ford Mustang, Lincoln
Cantinental Mark I, and Ford Pirits
cars. Ans: Lee lacocea

Wisieal: Identify this American aviator.
Ans: Amelia Earhart

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan|
Erfanally Desmary| Tito Shiladitga|
Arur Kumar Singh| Parimal Das
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Know Your
English

5. Upendran

“How is Sundar's leg?”

“It's getting better. He consulted a
spedalist yesterday and the doctor said..”

*... did you say ‘consulted a
specialist’?”

“"That's right! Why do you ask?”

“Well, a couple of months ago, Sujatha
and I had an argument. She said we
should say ‘consult with a doctor” and not
“‘comsult a doctor”. And [ said it was just
the opposite. We don’t consult with a
doctor, but consult a doctor. Now you tell
me, I'm right. That’s great.”

'm glad you're happy. But | didn't say
Sujatha was wrong.”

“What? You mean ‘consult with’ isn't
wrang?™

"No, it isn't. ‘Consult with® is
acceptable. In fact, it's used quite a lotin
American English. For example, 0. .
Simpson consulted with his lawyers”

“But [ could say *0. ]. Simpson
consulted his lawyers', right?”

“Right! Bath ‘consult with” and
‘comsult’ are acceptable. Why don't you
consult your grammar teacher on this?”

"I'm afraid [ can’t consult with her. She
had an accident on Saturday.”

“An accident! What happened?”

“she hit a pot hole and was thrown off
her scooter. She broke her right arm.”

“Dooh, that sounds bad "

1 krwow. Yesterday, the Municipal
autharities came by and filled all the pot
hioles with sand.”

“Their usual quick fix solution.”

A what solution?”

4 ‘quick fix' solution. It means a
temporary sofution to a problem. For
example, Ramesh put some tape over the
hole in the mosquito net as a quick fix to
keop the insects out™

"Can [ say our politicians are not
interested in finding a permanent solution
o our water problem. They are only
interested in a quick fi@”

“That's a very good example. Our
politicians are masters of the quick fix.
Here's another example. Our economy
needs more than a quick fix to get back on
track.”

"S0 a ‘guick fixr' is a temporary solution
o a problem. Is it the same as a band aid
solution?"

“Yes, it is. For example, you can either
say, 'l don't want a band aid solution to
this problem’, or ‘1 don't want a quick

.

I see. But we all seem to be interested
in band aid solutions. 1 guess it's easier to
find a quick fix than a permanent solution
o a problem.”

“That's true. And perhaps that's why
we are hooked on band aid solutions.”

“Hooked on! What does that mean?"

“When you say you are ‘hooked on’
something or someone, it means you ‘are
addicted to or obsessed with' someone or
something. For example, Shyam is
hooked on chocolates.”

“Meaning he is addicted to chocolate?”

“That's right.”

“Can | say, | am hooked on Madhuriz”

"] think the whaole world knows by now
that you are hooked on Madhuri”

“You're probably right. Many people in
India are hooked on Star TV,

Published in The Hindu on February 11,
1957,

Word of the day

Pugilism:
flghting with flsts

SYNonym: basing

Usage: when their pugilism took on o
dangerous charocter, fie decided to infervene,

Pronunciation: newsth.live/puglismpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pju-dgizom;

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
lettersi@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Teat & Contesxt’
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(ANALYSIS

The urgent call for smarter crowd management

The Puri tragedy symbolises not only an administrative shortcoming but also a human one, underlining how systems can fail when vigilance wanes.

As the size of religious gatherings e assertive steps to protect the lives of those who come together in faith

he devastating stampede in Bangalore,
I which resulted in the tragic loss of eleven
lives and stunned the nation, remains vivid
in our minds. Now, another sorrowful event has
transpired during the honowred Rath Yatra in Puri.
This stampede has taken the lives of three pilgrims
and left many others wounded, turning a moment
of spiritual devetlon into one of confusion and
grief. Diespite having thousands of securll{ per-
sonnel and employing advanced surveillance
technology. such as drones, CCTV cameras, and
Al this tragedy could not be averted. This
occurrence, like many others before it ralses
urgent questions: Why do these incidents contin-
ue despite past lessons? What more can be done
to protect the millions whe participate in these
events with hope and faith?

India has a troubling history with stampedes,
particularly during religious celebrations, in
temnples, and at pilgrimage sites. Since 1996, there
have been over 4,000 reports of such incidents,
resulting in numerous fatalities. The Kumbh Mela,
known globally as one of the largest gatherings,
has faced multiple disasters despite thorough plan-
ning. The recent tragedy in Puri underscores the
urgent need to reassess our strategies for manag-
ing large crowds, moving beyond mere barricades
and police presence to adopt intelligence-driven,
haolistlc approaches that can predict and prevent
such catastrophes.

A key challenge in managing crowds stems from
the unpredictability of human behaviour. A
stampece can often be set off by a minor incident-
such as a loud sound, a rumour, or a blockage-
that incltes fear. People may flee in different direc-
tions, escape routes become blocked, and within
maoments, lives can be lost.

In Puri, initizl reports indicate that poor sec-
tor organisation and a failure to disperse the crowd
on time contributed to the deadly incident.
While authorities may have enhanced crowd man-
a&mem tactics over time, understanding the pay-
chology and dynamics of moving crowds Ls a vital
area that requires focus.

‘What is especially concerning ls the possibili-
ty of deliberate disruptions. Evidence from soclal
media and local news indlcates that organised
groups or troublemakers may attempt to provoke
unrest durlng major gatherings. This highlights
the need for improved intelligence networks-not
Just nationally but also within local communities.
It s essential to engage reliable informants, com-
munity leaders, and local law enforcement to col-
lect real-time intelligence about any potential
threats or attempts to create disorder.

The time has come to shift from reactive tac-
tics 1o Hma:tlve. intelligence-driven approach
to crowd management. Effective preparation
should go beyond simply predicting crowd num-
bers and setting wp barriers.

It must include comprehensive rlsk assessments
that consider human behavious, infrastructure

di and security | gence
Frameworks like the Sendal
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reductlon establish a global standard
for these approaches, underscoring
the significance of grasping risks,
investing in preventive actlons, and
enhancing early warning and
response systems.

While technology can significant-
Iy aid this process, it cannot operate
In isolation. Survelllance tools such
as faclal recognition, drone-based
thermal imaging, and Al-enhanced
crowd analytics depend heavily on the skills of
these who interpret and act on the data. It Is vital
to train staff In crowd psychology, emergency
response, and real-time communication.

Likewlse, mobile apps that provide instant
updates, emergency alerts, and navigation help
attendees avoid high-risk zones. Blometric and
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)-based
access control systems can effectively mitigate

continues to rise, India must tak
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IN PURI, INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE THAT POOR SECTOR
ORGANISATION AND A FAILURE TO DISPERSE THE CROWD ON
TIME CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEADLY INCIDENT

into a comprehensive preparedness strat-
egy that prioritises community involve-
ment. Residents, shopkeepers, and vol-
unteers-those who best understand the
surroundings-should be engaged in secu-
rity planning and monitoring.

Their vigilance and prompt reporting
of unusual activities can help avert dis-
asters. Indla should also learn from internation-
al best practices. Countries like Japan have
adepily managed large public events with clear-
Iy marked exits, organised crowd flow, and
robust communication systems. These tactlcs can
be adapted to suit India’s religious and culiueral
circumstances with suitable planning and polit-
ical commitment. Furthermore, the importance
of analysing incidents after the fact cannot be

overcrowding

in sensitive areas. Nevertheless,
these sophisticated solutions must be integrated

emphasised enough. Each stampede should be
meticulously examined to pinpoint failures in exe-

cution and establish corrective measures. The
dutles of vartous stakeholders — event organis-
ers, law enforcement, and municipal officials-must
be clearly defined and coordinated under a uni-
fied command framework. Publicising investiga-
tlon findings and implementing thelr recommen-
datlens can enhance transparency and build pub-
lic trust.

The Purl tragedy symbaolises not only an
administrative shortcoming but also a human one,
underlining how systems can fail when vigilance
wanes. As the size of religlous gatherings contin-
ues to rise, Indla must take assertive steps to pro-
tect the lives of those whe come together in faith.
Belief should never invoke fear,

Only through a unlfied, forward-thinking
strategy that merges intelligence, community par-
ticipation, behavioural insights, and cntllnrg-
edge technology can we hope to ensure the safe-
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ty of such events. The moment to act s now-
before another holy day turns into a Natlonal Day
of Mourning.

Major Stampede Incidents in India

Over the Last Two Decades

™ January 205 A stampede at the Mandher Devi
Ternple in Satara, Maharashtra, resulted In over
300 deaths due to a fire and overcrowding dur-
Ing a religlous fair.

™ August 2008: At the Naina Devi Temple in
Himachal Pradesh, a stampede led to 145
fatalities, with many victims being women
and children.

® September 2008: A devastating stampede dur-
Ing Mavratri at the Chamunda Devi Temple in
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, clalmed more than
220 lives.

™ January 201 1: An incident occurred on a nar-
row forest path during the Sabarimala pilgrim-
age in Kerala, resulting in the deaths of over 104
devotees after a vehicle overturned.

® 2013 A stampede at the Kumbh Mela in
Allahabad {now Prayagraj), Uttar Pradesh, at
the railway station caused at least 36 deaths.

W October 2013: Arcund 115 people lost thelr
lives in a stampede near the Ratangarh Temple
in Madhya Pradesh, reportedly sparked by
pumowes of a collapsing beidge.

™ July 2015: A tragic stampede during the
Godavarl Maha Pushkaram festival in Andhra
Pradesh led to at least 27 fatalities.

™ September 2017: Twenty-three people died and
36 were Injured In a stampede on the narrow
bridge connecting the Elphinstone Road station
of the Western Railway to Parel station of the
Central Rallway in Mumbal.

™ January 2022: A surge in the crowd at the Mata
Vaishno Dievi shrine in Jammu and Kashmir
resulted in the deaths of at least 12 pllgrims near
the Ehawan complex.

™ July 2024: A stampede during a religious gath-
ering in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, left more than
120 individuals dead, predominantly women,
following a ssmtual discourse.

™ January 8, 2025 At the Tirupati Temple in
Andhra Pradesh, a stampede resulted in
the deaths of 6 people and left several
others injured.

™ February 2025: A stampede during the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, led to
the deaths of over 30 pilgrims and Injured
many more, highlighting ongoing crowd man-
agement issues.

™ June 2025: A tragic Incident in Bengaluro
occurred when a stampede at the Karnataka
State Cricket Association (KSCA) stadium
resulted in several fatalities.
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Monsoon 2025: How much is too much for
Indian agriculture and economy?

he southwest monsoon, a lifeline for Indian
T feulture, has ushered in a promising 2025

season with forecasts of above-normal
rainfall at 106 per cent + 4 per cent of the long
period average {LPA), as per the India
Meteorological Department (IMD). This boun-
tiful monsoon, critical for the Kharlf cropping sea-
son from June to September, supports the liveli-
hoods of 42.3 per cent of India's mpul&tl.on and
contributes 182 per cent to the natlons GDE. With
agriculture serving as the backbone of rural
economies, the anticipated robust rainfall is

to enhance crop ylelds, stabilise food prices,
and stimulate economic growth. However, chal-
lenges such as uneven rainfall distribution and the
sk of excessive precipitation loom large. The
monsoon s the lifeblood of Indian agriculture,
particulary for Kharif crops such as rice, maize,
codton, sugarcane, pulses, and ollseeds, which rely
heavily on seasonal rains. Approximately 50 per
cent of Indias arable land depends on monsoon
Irrigation, making timely and adequate rainfall
critical for sowing and crop growth, The 2025 fore-
cast of above-normal rainfall, particularly in June
at 108 per cent of LPA, promises an early onset
that supports timely Kharif sowing.

This is a marked improvement over last years
extended monsoon, which led to flooding and
crop damage In several regions. Beyond ieelgation,
the monsoon replenishes groundwater reserves,
essential for both Kharif and Rabl seasons.
Adequate groundwater levels reduce rellance on
expensive lrrigation systems, lowering costs for
farrners. The IMDVs prediction of normal to above-
normal painfall aceoss most regl.ons,excep( arts
of peninsular and northeast India, augurs well for
B dt recharge and d agriculiur-
al preductivity. A robust monsoon divectly
Impacts India’s economy through Increased agrl-
cultural output, which stabilises food prices and
curbs inflation. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
reported in April 2025 that headline CPQ inflation
moderated to a six-year low of 3.2 per cent, dri-
ven by declining food inflation for six consecu-
tive months. The expected bumper Kharif harvest,
supported by record wheat production and high-
er vields of key pulses in the Rabi season, should
further ease inflationary pressures.

This stability aligns with the REIs goal of main-
taining inflation near its target, providing room
for monetary policy flexibility, as evidenced by the
recent 50-basis-polnt repo rate cut to 5.50 per cent
on June 6, 2025, Higher agricultural productivi-
ty also boosts rural incomes, driving demand for
goods and services. ICRA projects agriculture,
forestry, and fishing GVA growth at 3.5-4.0 per
cent for FY2026, following a 4.6 per cent expan-
slon ln FY2025. This growth fuels rural consump-
tion, benefiting sectors like cement, tractors, two-
wheelers, edible oils, and sugar. For instance, the
cement sector, with 35-37 per cent of demand tied

to rural housing, is expected to see 5-7 per cent
velume growth in FY2026, driven by monsoon-
induced rural prosperity. Similarly, the tractor
Industry anticipates 4-7 per cent volume growth,
reflecting improved farm cash flows. Indisis posl-
tion as the world’s largest rice exporter is set to
strengthen with surplus pro-
duction, enabling increased
exports of rice, sugar, and
ontons while reducing edible
oll imiports. It is obvious that
abawve-average rains for the
second consscutive year will
support India's expart ambi-
tions, enhance foreign
exchange earnings and bol-
ster the trade balance. The
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
has reinforced agriculiural
optimism by announcing sig-
nificant Minimum 5 rt Price (MSP) hikes for
Kharif crops in the 20“;33{: marketing season. The
Government has enswred remunerative prices to the
growers for their produce. The highest absolute
increase in MSP over the previous yvear has been rec-
ommended for nigerseed (TR20 per quintal), fol-
lowed by Ragi (7596 per quintal), Cotton (T589 per
quintal) and Sesamum (T579 per quintal). These
hikes, exceeding Apedl 2025 mandi pruces, incentivise
farrmers to expand sowing, particularly for ollseeds
and pulses, which saw MSP growth of 6-9 per cent.
However, the effectiveness of MSP hikes depends
on rainfall distribution. Uneven or excessive rain-
fall could disrupt sowing, negating the benefits of
higher prices. The Government's Imeasires,
Including investments in Lreigation andcm%msnr-
ance, alm to mitigate these risks, ensuring farmers
can leverage the monsoons potentlal.
Desplte the optimistic forecast, monsoon variabil-

ity poses significant challenges. Excessive rainfall,
wihile beneficial for water supply, can lead to water-
Ioy soil erosion, and crop damage, particular-
I}%ﬁg the ripening slage.[}Last ;es:r'f:xl.ended
maonsoon caused flooding that damaged crops in
several reglons, underscoring the risks of concen-
trated heavy rains. The IMD% forecast indicates
potential below-normal ralnfall in parts of noeth-
west and northeast India, which could affect
reglomal crop ylelds and exacerbate disparities in
agncultur‘allpmdnctmq,c Uneven spatial and tem-
pporal rainfall distribution remains a critical concern.
An even distribution is paramount to '}
crop ylelds and rting rural demand. Episodes
M'Il:etwy mlnfaﬂmd d?srnpt sowing sth':dules.
damage young crops, or lead to post-harvest loss-
es. Climate change further complicates monsoon
%redlclablll.w. While neutral El Nifw-Southern

scillation (ENSO) conditions are expected to per-
skst in 2025, long-term climate trends could intro-
duce volatility, affecting agricultural planning.
Invesiments in dimate-resilient crops, improved
weather forecasting, and robust irrigation infrastruc-
fture are essential to address these challenges.
Expanding crop insurance schemes and improving
access to credit will empower farmers to mitigate
risks and Invest in high-yleld crops. e

The REIS accommodative monetary policy,
coupled with Government support through MSP
hikes and infrastructure investrvents, creates a con-
ducive environment for agricultural growth. By
addressing challenges like uneven rainfall and cli-
mate volatility, Indla can hamess the monsoons full
potential to drive rural prosperity and economic
growih. As India navigates these opportunities and
challenges, the monseons magic can transform the
agricultural landscape, fostering economie resillence
and prosperity.

(The mrier is a cobemnist and writes on agriculure and e
ronmest. Views are personal)
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er education: Growth

challenges and road ahead

ndia’s higher education sector is undergoing a
Idynamlc transformation marked by significant

growth, diversification of academic programme,
and the rise of hybrid learning models. With a report-
ed 14 per cent growih in sectoral revenue, the
moementum is being driven by changing learner
expectations, tedmnﬁ)pcsl advancements, and pol-
bey shifis almed at increasing the Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER), which currently stands at 28 per cent.
The National Education Policy (NEP) vish
raising this to 50 per cent In the next decade-an ambi-
tlous target that demands both structural reform and
Innovative delivery mechanisms.

A key trend shaping the higher education land-
scape is the shift from traditional, siloed disciplines
to industry-aligned, multidisciplinary programs.
Insticutions acress the country are Increasingly Intro-
ducing courses in emerging domains such as artifi-
cial intelligence, data analytics, fintech, sustalnable
development, and digital marketing. The rise of
hybrid learning models — combining online and
offline components — has played a critical role in
demaocratising access. The post-2020 acceleration of
digital platforms has brought education to
remote and underserved areas, while
simultanecusly caterlng to urban Jearn-
ers who value flexibility and autonony.
Hybeid models are especially attractive
to the current generation of learnees, wha
seek personalised and modular learning
Journeys rather than rigld, one-size-fits-
all H)mgramm.e

niernational enrolment is alse con-
tributing to the sector’s vibrancy: Students
from Africa, Southeast Asla, and rarts
of the Middle Fast are increasingly
loaking to India for higher education due
to its relative affordability, quality assur-
ance, and Engllsh-]ansn:xﬁ Instructbon.
With clearly defined academic roadmaps and reg-
ulated instiutional frameworks, India ls emerging
as a credible global education hub.

Howewver, the rapld transformation has brought
with it new challenges. Chiefamong therm is the need
for constant currkculum renewal to keep pace with
Industry disruptions, lally those led by techinol-
OgY. A?;he pacpeugrdn:%?acc:]emes.ﬂaﬂmdmnn—
al model of revising curricula every few years has
become inadequate. Institutions that offer
autonomous programs are now introducing mech-
anlsms such as bannual currlculumm reviews in col-
laboration with industry experts.

This allows for aglle course updates and incorpo-
ration of real-world applications. In the realm of busi-
ness education In particular, job readiness has become
a central concern. The success of any academic pro-
gram ks increasingly being measured by how well it
prepares students for the workforce. This Inchudes
ned just academic knowledge, but also-a portfolio of
practical skills, exposure to current tools, and

i

addressing this by embedding certification modules
from industry leaders, offering hands-on training,
and introducing placement preparation from the
fiest semester.

The implermentation of NEP 2020 marks a signif-
icant departure me&mmus pnllcl.a:{'ancnu.rsg-
ing multidisciplinary learning, vocational integration,
and skill-based education. While the policy is well-
framed in its vision, its execution remains uneven
across states. Varfations in adoption timelines and
curricular frameworks have led to fragmented out-
comes. For instance, students within the same insti-
tution m:ﬁ'fol]nw entirely different academic mod-
els depending on state-lewel directives. This lack of
cohesion hinders scalability and national benchmark-
ing, Policy clarity ks especially critical in defining insti-
tutional roles. The NEP enwvisages categorising
institutions into research universities, teaching uni-
versities, and autonomous colleges. Such classifica-
tion allows for targeted development and fundi
but amblguity in criteria and rmr]applng mmd::g
have caused operational uncertainties. A unified and

approach o implementation, led by both cen-
tral and state Governments, is essential 1o
streamline the transitlon,

Another area of concern s teacher
training. As student expectations evalve,

the role of educators ks shifting from
knowledge dispensers to facilitators and
meentors. This transition requires a new
set of competenches-ranging from digi-
tal literacy and interdisciplinary think-
ing to the ability to guide students
through personalised learning paths.
The fortheoming mational teacher edu-
cation framework, set to launch in 2026,
mary address some of these gaps, but con-
tinueus professional development and

dagogical innovation must remain a
prioeity. The changing perception of degrees and cer-
tifications also warrants attention. In todays job mar-
ket, demonstrable skills often outweigh formal
qualkfications. Employers are increasingly emphasis-
ing problem-solving ability, communication skills,
and digital proficiency over academic transcripts. This
ahift is especially evident in sectors like media, design,
mmﬁp 7 A hip. As a result, fons must
realign their assessment systems and course outcomes
to reflect competence, not just compliance.

Going forward, the future of higher edwcation in
India les in meaningful collaboration. Academic
institutions must bulld deeper partnerships with

d [ 1 e, s, Mentor-
ships, and rrvenits. Specialisation, ads rand
a cl?:Tnmmm w0 lIl'eI.l:spng learning will be m dif-
ferentiators. Institutions that invest in these areas will
be best positioned to prepare students for a rapidly
changing woeld.

(The writer is the Executive Director — Admsisistration at
School (ABBS).

adaptability to new technologies. T are
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Editor’s
TAKE

A crucial opportunity
amid unrelenting crisis

If the ceasefire comes into effect in Gaza, as announced by
Trump, it would give people a chance to recuperate

started. In the name of obliterating Hamas, lsrael rained miseries

on the peapbe of Gaza, with the world watching haplessly s the
bombs flattencd Gaza, sparing na one — not aven hospitals, children,
and women. The Indiscriminate shelling has resulted bn untold
misaries for the people; even food and medical supplies ane not
reaching Gaza, But now It looks lic there may ba some respite in
slght, US President Donald Trump has announced that lsrael has
agreed to a 60-day coasefire In Gaza, but subject to “necessary
condltions.” The propasal, hawevar, Is still awalting a formal response
from Hamas, the Palestinian militant group that goverms the Goza
Strip. Tump shared the announcement via @ post on Truth Soclal,
stating that the coasefire proposal would be delivered by Qatar and
Egypt, two hey that have played crucial rales In
negotiations between the two sides, This announcement comes just
days before Tump is set ta meet Istaell Pime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at the White House. Trump has urged Hamas to selze the
opportunity.

For the people of Gaza, the: ceasefire could mean a much needed
reapite. Since hostilitles relgnited, the mlnn has seen widespread

and o catastrophe unfolding on a dally
basls. Over 50,000 people are estimated to have lost thelr lives in
Gaza sine the beginning of this latest war, with thousands mare
Injured, displaced, or missing, Entire nelghbourhoods have been
recuced to rubble, schools and hospitals have been completed
destroyed, and aid has barely trickled in since the ceasefire
breakdown in March. If the ceasefire holds, It wauld mark the first
sustalned pause In violence since the breakdown, It could pave the
way for renewed humanitarian assistance, medical evacuations, and
the of basic Mare It might affer
a brief but crucial chance for exhausted clvillans to recover, moum,
and rebulld what litthe remains of thelr llves, While lsrael's agreemant
to the ceasefire Is a significant step, history suggests that such tuces
have been violated by both sides and resumed hostilities. The previous
censefire that began on January 19 unraveled within waeks, with bath
sides acousing each other of viclations. In March, lsrael resumed its
strikes, alleging Hamas breached the terms of the truce — a claim
Hamas denled.

This time, the Tump administration appears to be applying heavier
diplomatic pressure to bring all parties to the table. Yet, scepticism
remains high, Hamas has nat issued a formal response and |s [ikely
welghing its options In the context of mounting civillan casualties and
International scruting. Meamwhile, hardiine factions within lsrael’s
political establishment may also resist a prolonged coasefire If it ls
percetved as o concession or weakness, Beyond palitics and
geopolitics, this ceasefire — If implemented — could serve as a turning
peint for Gaza's devastated population. The region cannot withstand
much mare, The violence must stop, even temporaly, for the sake of
Innocent clvillans,

I thas baen almost a year and a half since the lsrael-Hamas conflict

’.
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Lost in the slent baauty of the Gangotrl mourtains,
A moment of pure peace.
FHOTO: FANKA KLWAR

Letters to the Editor

A grand celebration, a sobering reckoning

On July 4, 2026, the United States turns 250. Amid fireworks and fanfare, the day invites reflection on a
nation shaped by bold ideals, hard-won progress, and enduring contradictions

1 July 4, 2025, the Unlted States
turns 250 semiquincentennial
that marks a remarkable journey
from a colonkal rebellion to a glob-
al superpower. As Amerlcans gather with
Tlreworks, paracles, and nostalghe anthems 1o
mark the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, the occasion Invites
not just celebration but introspection.

For this birthday is maore than spectacle;
1t 15 & moment of reckoning-with kdeals pur-
sued, promises broken, and the uncertaln
voad ahead, At s bisth, America dared 1o
proclaim that “all men are created equal,”
lsunching a revolutionary political experi-
ment In representative democracy.

From those founding words, it grew into
the woelds oldest continuous democratle
republic, The passage of the Bil of Rights in
1791 enshrined key Freedoms: of speech, rell-
ghon, and m!vmliry

The Civil War tested and reshaped the
Union, while Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address echoed acro erations with its
solemn promise that "Government of the
people, by the people, for the peaple shall not
perish from the earth,”

Through the 20th century, the US
ascended H\v whobal stage by fusing its lib-
eral values with geopolltleal ambition, At
Bretton Woods in 1944, American leader-
ship birthed the IMF and World Bank 1o sta-
bilise postwar fnance, A year later, It spear-
headed the United Mathons, laying the fown-
dation for & new multilateral order,

With New York as the new diplomatic huh
Amerlea leaned into lberal Internat]

pulled the country bn opposite directions. In
more recent decades, Barack Obamas rise
symbolised progress, while Donald Trump's
presidency marked a plvot toward natlon-
1is slogan — “Make
tapped into nostal-
conomic grievance, and culiu
s unapologetic “Americs
trine marked a break from postwar multh-
lateralism, fueling dvb.llu: abeut the nathon's
rale In an Il polar wosld,

promeoting democracy ina world ;muglng
Trom Fascist devastation, Yet American his-
tory has always been a study in contradic-
thew. The nation that spoke of Iiberty denfed
It to millions. The Lth, Lath, and 15th
Amendments abolished slavery and laid the
groundwork for chvll rights, but true jus-
tice remained elusive, Leaders like Martin
Luther King Jrand Malcolm X emerged to
challenge the natlen’s consclence-King
with his soaring meral vislon of integra-
thon, Maleolm with his demand for digal-
ty anel self-determination,

Thelr competing volces helped frame the
American experiment nol just in political
terms but moral ones, pushing the coun-
try toward an ever-expanding definithon of
freedom. The American presidency, fram
Washington to Rosseveli, Kennedy 1o
FReagan, has served as both compass and mir-
v, Washington's refusal to become king set
i I.lxll ng precedent,

FORS New Deal remade the social con-
teact, Elsenhower warned of the growlig
might of the military-industeial complex,
Kennedy'’s (deallsm and Nixon's cyniclsm

The Trumg era alm underscored the
growing influence of
non-elected power cen-
tres In American life,
Powerful lobbylng
proups like the Zionlst
American arganisa-
tons, the National Rifle
Associutbon (NRA), and
pharmaceutical and
defence lobbies have
ahaped policy well
Beyond the ballot box.

The MRA, In partic-
ular, has stymied gun
control reforms even
amibd rising gun violence. Meanwhile, influ-
entlal think tanks such as the RAND
Corporation, Carnegle Endowment for
International Peace, and Brookings
Institution play an outsized role in shaping
foveign polkcy narratives, often serving as the
ml\:lTv\;lu:iI fuel behind defence spending,
geopolitical posturlng, and trade frame-
works, These Institutions, while contribut-
Ing 1o policy discourse, are often funded by

SANTHOSH
MATHEW

wvested Interests, blurring the line between
abjective research and ideological agenda,
American innovatlon remalns unparalleled,

The Apollo moon landing, the internet
revolution, and the tech glants of Silicon
Villey — Facebook, Apple, Amazon, Netflix,
and Google — have reshaped the global
economy, America’s unbversities continue to
draw the l\n!(htvnl minds, and its cultural
output-fram Hollpwood 1o hip-hop-extends
I sodt power across borders. Yet this inno-
wistlon has comse with ethieal dil sur-

endures-often In complex, contradictory
forma, For some, patriotism means saluting
the flag; for others, it means kneeling before
it In protest. To love Amerbea, for many, 18
to challenge it From debates over
Confederate monuments 1o conversations
around reparations and historical memory,
the struggle over who gets o define the
American story continues. The 250th
anniversary has spurred national projects like
the Garden of American Heroes and pub-

velllance capltaliam, misinformation,
Job displacement by Al and widening eco-
nomle inequality,

Americas military might, once justilied as
asufeguard of global stability, Is Increasing-
v scrutinised, From Vietnam to Irag and
Alghanistan, its interventions have left deep
scars and unresolved legacies. T
world order saw the rise of 1l
Doctrine and a militarised forelgn policy
under the banger of colinter-terparisen and
reglme change. burden of belng the
\«vldx Illdhgkns.llilt natlon” has often been

1 by \.hmrw af h and

Im perial arrogan
Within s mnlm the republic is deeply
peliris tes over immigration, raclal
Justlce, climate change, and gun control
remaln bitterdy divisive, The Capitol riot of
January 6, 2021, revealed a dangerous
Fragility in democratic institutions. Partisan
riedia ecosystems, rlsing distrust in electoral
syatemns, and the proliferation of consplea-
cy theorkes have cast long shadows over clvic
life, Desplie this, Amerlcan patriotism

tic exhib on d and disent, sig-
malling an engolng contest over the mean-
ing of freedom and the figures who repre-
sent It On the woeld stage, the United States
wow fces rlslng powers ke China and India,
as well as o resurgent Russda,

The European Unlon offers an alternative
maodel of reghonal governance, The chal-
|u|g\.h ahead-climate crises, Al regulation,

s, wnd miss I wequire
|,u||p1.r.llilm not confrontation. As power
becomes more diffuse, Americas leadership
st axlmﬁ\:-wlllu humility, bnnovation, and
a renewed moral compass, Henry Klssinger
ance observed, “It may be dangerous to be
Amerleas eneny, but 1o be Amerleas friend
is fatal®— u blunt reminder that the line
between idealism and sell-interest has
always defined the Unbted States, At 250, the
matlon vernalng a parados: powerful yet inse-
cure, vislonary yet flawed, a republic born
in revolution sl struggling to live up 1o s
revolutionary promise,

flhu msthor !l a Professor ol Fandickerry Cestral
Unhirsty. Views mpresssd are parsonsl)

A call for holistic development and global well-being

OSE.CQN D
pmion

T world we live i today s caught up in a viclous cie-
e, which none of us would deny, because most of the
oblers it faces are Interinked and each one of them
feeds the fires of others, One of the reasons why we cannot
solve or lessen the severity of these problems is that we do
ot apply o do not have a soluthon that atacks all the prob-
lems simultaneously.

In other words, our approach 1o eur problems is
noat halistic: i is plecemeal. We try 1o make use of solu-
thons for each problem *UNI‘ilhﬁ i the resull is
that, i the meantime, other problems increase and
bring back the problem that we are alveady trying
to tackle! Secondly, we have an infatuatbon with the
old theories,

Litile do we realise that our present problems
have been caused, directly or indirectly, by such
soclo-economie, psychologleal and political the-
orfes and concepts that gained currency durlng the
past about three hundred years or a liitle more, We
should have thought that these theorles have proved
net enly ineffective In the long run but have also
given rise to new problems or have aggravated our
old problems. We should, therefore, have discard-
ed them as outdated, for the world scene has
changed tremendously slince then, We should have

RAJYOGI
BRAHMA

KUMAR
NIKUNI I

known by now that semething Is wrong with our very
ap oach to the problems of elimination o alleviation of
ulferings in the woeld, and our paradigm of a better world

Ix erroneous, Our main emphasis, in our present approach
and model, has been on economic development, We have
been measuring, and we still measure, the a
anatlon by its GDP and its per capita income,
Crur major com
development has been able 1o ralse the economic standard
ol living of the people. This has been based on the assump-
tion that greater enjoyment of materlal goods leads 1o greater

happiness. It has thus given us a wrong model of

development, Our assumption has been wrong
because man does not live by bread alone. He
needs mental and cultural development, and he
needs peace of mind.

Our goal should. therefore, be the well-belng
of man rather than material wealth, There is
now & need for a paradigm shift and a shifl in
our emphasis. We have to work for the holis-
the development of everyone rather than the
mere economic development of & few.

Presently, the disparity between techno-sci-
entifle and paycho-spieitual development has
grown tremendously. This has resulted in
great imbalances and also soclal, cultural and
mora] distortiens, The critical situation we face
today has been brought about by the deterio-

ratlon i morals and an overemphasls on the

dvancement of

i i o see whether this paradigm of

physical and material, This has led to :]:mT wp of wrong
prioeitles, wrong imperatives, wrong atthudes and wrong
fl ls, We find that our knowledge of Natwre and s
orces has tremendously Increased durlng the past few cen-
turles, but our moral and splritual development has not
@ with it As a resull, our relations at the inter-per-
mmunal and al levels have
greatly dtguiulﬂud

I we cannot solve the problems of nuclear race or pover-
ty today, it is because our relationships today, at uIIlI;-u;'Iu.
are not based on geodwill, friendship, love and co-opera-
tion, The present crisis s, therefore, maml, a moral crishs,
Al our current problems arkse from a lack of moral and spir-
Iual strength and the absence or lack of co-operation,

If, therefore, we wish 1o reduce sulferings in the world
or eliminate them, or, in other words, If we wish 1o bulld a
betier world, then we have to creste the necessary maoral cli-
mate and bulld up goodwill and co-operation on a global

c: Te belied that there can be a world without suller-
Ings and the problems we have today is not a utopian belief,
It seems utoplan when we use the current .m:umrlmnx and
paradigms. The paradigm shift would make it look quite
feasible. Let us, therefore, follow the moral Limperative if we
Let us have world wel-
are us our alm, 1t ks enly
then that we will have the co-operation of all.

[Thse mrter |5 @ spiritunl teacher and & popelar coleseis!.
Views are personal)

MAMDANI SHAKES UP NYC
POLITICS, DRAWS TRUMP'S IRE

International Plastic Bag Free Day
Plastic, an organic polymer macromalecule, plays a sig-
cant ruI; in dably e — from sh |[Tslng bags 1o PV
s plastic bags, though convenbent,
h-nw du'lul-nllnr Impacts on the environment, harming
hurmans, antmals, and both land and markne ecosystems,
These bags take 100 to 500 years to decompose, clog
l|ri||1n.|!11(|llllv' warler bodies, and kill nearly 100,000 marine
animals annually, Globally, we produce 5 teillion
plastic bags each year — about one milllon bags every
minute — with the average person using a bag for just
25 minutes,
To address this crisls, International Plastic Bag Free
Dy is observed every year on July 3, alming to ralse
uw.lunwnhuul pl-nlu, pollution and pmmuu eco-friend-
Ly al Cltleens are ged to reject plastic
bags, organise clean-up deives, and swiich to -usl.lilull\'t
options like cloth, jute, or recycled-material bags.
Plastlc was first developed In the 19308, and shoppling bags
became widespread by the 19705 But today, chinge 15 cru-
clal, Small shifts — like using reusable bottles, refusing
steaws, aviolding excess packaging, and reusing contaln-
ers — can greatly reduce our plastic footprint,
Let us all act responsibly to protect maring e, reduce
pellution, conserve energy, and ensure o cleaner, green-
er future,

BURRA MADHUSUDHAN REDDY | KARIMNAGAR

Wimbledon stands tall

It will not be an exaggeration to say that Wimbledon
b withstood the vagaries of change, as, over 150 years
adnce s inception, little has changed in terms of its tra-
dittonal Fervour and royal insignia, Amidst the dec
dence of monarchy, its roots are kept sull intact by such
gestures and symbolism of the classical game,

What began as a simple seasonal ref
hs continued to form a part of ye hrations, sig-
nifying the charm and grace of the game. The true
meaning of the dictum that the more things change, the
more they remain the same cannot be truer, as
Wimbledan remains the only bastion of grass- courl ten-
nis, standing tall against many modern games that are
not only symbalically elch but also physically
demanding. s enduring legacy lies in its staying true
to iradition.

As the 2025 edition of the game s underway, the glob-
al audiences will never fail 1o get mesmerlsed by its
unigue blending of tradition and modernity while kee p

Breakdown of law and order in Tamil Nadu
o a notable development, five police personnel in Tamil
Madu have been incarcerated following the custodial death
afa young, security guard, Afith Kumar, who was alleged-
by bwvolved n the 1“ 1 of ten soverelgns of jewellery in
Slvaganga district, This incldent underscores a broader
concern regarding law and arder in the state, During the
current teem of the DMK Government, the reported tally
of custodial deaths, now standing at 24, has drawn con-
slderable serutiny. While the specille case has been trans-
ferred to the CB-CID for further probe, the
Superintendent of Police, Aghish Rawat, has been placed
on compulsory wall, The state of law and order, which
fulls umllu the direct purview of the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minlster, has faced repeated challenges,

These concerns range from the Incldence of burglar-
bes and the reported avallability of Blicit drugs, 1o serl-
ous crimes such as rape and murder on the Anna
University campus, and now, the escalating number of

ing ins -Implully Intact, spanning from
elite, from Centre Court to viral TIKTok. In these |u.-
bulent times when people devour everything but
value nothing, Wimbledon making lnroads into the lives
of global audiences has kept up the promises of sim-
ple but enduring things.

VLAY SINGH ADHIKART | NANITAL

custodial deaths, Such occurrences collectively pmmlpt
questions ling the state’s ability to maintain public
safety and order, The most pressing concern al this june-
tuire pertabng o the overall law and order situation, which
remains under the direct control of the Tamil Nadu Chief
Miniater, and bs currently perceived 1o be bn o regrettable
state, consing consbderable distress 1o the populace,

AP THIRUVADI | CHENNAI

0 & dramatic wm In Mew York City
polities, 33-year-ald Demooratio
Socialist Zohran Mamdand has smorged
4 8 power n th

sympathises, His romarks calling for &
“global intitada™ & tsmm he Inslats
meant “struggle,” not “upetsing” = have

wpeoming mayoral election — 80 mich
a0 that Presi|dent Dosald Trump has
thraatend to cut off fedaral funds It
Mamsdand, “dossn't bishave himaell,” s
looted. Mamdani, bom bn Kampala o
gl g parents, moved Lo Mew York
il e niven. Wi mother 4 ranowned
Miriakier Mira Nalr, and his fathir,
Mahanood Mansdand, ks o Columbla

Mansdani has also stlmed contrerversy for
calling Indian PM Narendra Mod| & war
eriminal and opgposing the Ram Tample
conatruction at Ayodhrya.

Desipite polasising opinkans,
Mamsdani’s abisty to connect with New
York's large Muslin populstion snd
henmigrant communiies has bocsted his
per cent of the vate b the first round, he

Ualwsrsity Professar. 5 86116 1un 3 the Damceratic neminee
A selt afMartin i th I lect]
Luther Hiag I Mamdand has His lse comes ot o e whern the
Pasty
focused on weanh rdistribution ~ searching phase post-Kamala Hasri's

aeehing to ralie taxes. on New York's
wisi|thlsat and e thi burden an
ovirbanid ouler borough hameownirs,

dileat, Whether Mamidani's fiery hetorc
i gragsroots appeal can tanslate Into
edectural victory remaln b be sen —

His proposals have drawn shap Bt s candidacy signals & potential
erliclsm from Republicans, who latel ANIRL I B clly's postical landscaps,
Him o pro-Palestinian Muslim 'WASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR

Plean sand y 400 word
W appeeciain your ledsack.
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Dear Chief Minister

Delhi deserves planning, not patronage; political courage,
not administrative tinkering

%Hmmm( HANDRA

COMGRATULATIONS ON ASSUMING
charge of India’s most demanding urban
assignment — perhaps even the world's.
Delhiis not just the country’s capital. Itis a
daily test of gowernance, grit, but also grace.
You are, indeed, twice blessed. First, be-
«cause you are 3 woman and have become
the Chief Minister of Delhi — a rare distinc-
tion inany political career. Second, and more
cunscqmmal]y because you enjoy the un-
of the hi quarter
— the Primc Mmlsm'and the Union Urban
Development Minister. You have, therefore,
an excellent opportunity to outshine even
Delhi's most enduring and popular Chief
Minister, the late Sheila Dikshit — by cor-
recting what has long been sweptunder the
«carpet of the politics of urbanisation.
Delhi's economic metabolism depends
on migrant labour. From construction
workers to drivers, domestic help to office
assistants — the city would halt without
them. But the same migrants, lured by op-
portunity, get absorbed in a city devoid of
planning and, much less, wvision.
Encroachments on public land have be-
«come informal colonies; unauthorised set-
tlements have turned into vote banks.
Suc i h ffered them
legitimacy, often through free electricity
and water connections, ration cands, and
public services, turning what should have
been temporary shelter into permanent
settlements indifferent to even the most
‘hasic planning needs. It is not the migrants”
faule. They follow the work. The culpabil-
ity lies squarely with a politics that has re-
i dly chosen planning.
There was a time when the judiciary
tried to preserve the sanctity of city plan-
ning. One j

lowed out by continuous misapplication.
Public trust has withered. Cynicism is ram-
pant when citizens see violations rewarded
with more entitlements. The migrant
worker is not better off, either — still with-
out secure tenure, still vulnerable to evic-
tion, still denied real integration into the
city's legal framework. Both sides lose
while only politics gains.

Youareatac
themselves at. You can interrupt the decay
— oryou can inherit its failed logic. If Delhi
is to become a dty wmﬂiy of its cmz:ns.
not just
and announcements of fm:blcs. YOu must
shift the focus from appeasement to long-
term planning. Here is how.

One, draw a firm line on further regu-
larisation. The city cannot be endlessly

clear:

memorably said: “You Maloe it clear through repeated

cannot rob I"cn:rbopay Paul™ ﬂwlawwas announcements: Mo further unauthorised
Toac ill be Draw the line

the principle of fai L ing cit- I it Mak e of it If you

izens. But kegislatures soon reversed these
wverdicts. Entire swathes of land — once
meant for green belts, drainage or public fa-
cilities or for cultivation — were accommo-
dated and handed over through retrospec-
tive legislation. Today, seven million people
live in unauthorised colonies across Delhi,
all of which violate environmental, safety
and land-use norms. Their domestic waste
goes into the Yamuna. Effluent from house-
hold industries running chromium plating
and pickling businesses, which use carcino-
genic substances as well asacids, is later dis-
«charged into stormwater drains, which add
to the filth in the Yamuna,

‘What the city has lost is the trust of its
silent, tax-paying citizens. Urban inequity
has distorted everything, and reanimation
will require major surgery. Those who fol-
lowr the law are penalised by being pro-
vided inferior services. Planning norms
have become decorative statements hol-

tell the vice-chairman, DDA, the divisional
commissioner under whom 11 district
istrates function and the police (who
will listen to you if directed by the L-G) to
stop the illegal takeover of public spaces
and agricultural land by seeking public
complaints on a dedicated website, and
swiftly acting on the complaints, it will
work. If you meet the Minister of Urban
Development and share what is happen-
ing to Delhi, he would need to act. Or seek
orders from above. At beast an honest effort
would have been made by you. If it cannot
be done now, when all three tiers of gow-
ernment are under one political party, it
can never be done. Itis your call.

Yo are at a crossroads few
leaders find themselves at.
You can interrupt the decay
— ot you can inherit its failed
logic. If Delhi s to become a
cty worthy of its ditizens, not
just through an overload of

Two, create
han blueprint. Accept migration as a per-
manent feature. Plan for it. Build worker
housing tenements near job clusters, en-
able rental mobility, and prevent pressure
on fragile land and water resources. The

© fes and
announcernents of freebies,
you must shift the focus
from appeasement to
long-term planning.

‘WHAT THE OTHE

ik et e i bl

RS SAY

“As Sri Lanka dr\:mﬁ]nddvt Nqu] navigates political whirlpools, :AndB:mghdc

donaor d

based

rics want

And when India fails to dclw\:l they do what any rational actor would do in a

multi-polar world: Hedge.

— SRILANKAGUARDIAN

Deliberately

misreadi

ng policy

Diplomacy is not the arena for point-scoring. The
danger today is not Delhi's caution, it is the trend

of a partisan fore

ign policy critique
Iran, by contrast, is a sij and repeat-
edly non-compliant. To conflate the two
is agenda-driven.
Some romanticise India-Iran ties by cit-
ing Tehran's suppart for India at the 1994 UN
Human nghts Commission vote on

Kashmir. But

TEHMEENA R1ZVI

ture of Iran's foreign policy. Iran is a mem-
ber of the Organization of Islamic
(Cooperation — a bloc that rowtinely oriticises

[N AM ERA of media cycles and
performative politics, foreign policy is in-

Indiaon Kashmir. Inrecent vears, Tehran has
echoed calls for“restoration of ights" in J&K,
aligning w'Jth posltlul\s India considers

mestic posturing. The danger lies not just in Even the ic rel-
‘what is said, hul:]n how and whylt‘ssald. wanu:ufﬂv:Cl‘ubaharPunxsmmdlnm
Moral depl scleclm:ly a The port's de-
‘outrage i and hl:awly on India's

i i tse backe i 15, which

pmfcm‘d narrative. The framing of India’s
icy as either morally .

or morally bankrupt ignores diplomacy's

layered cnmpluunciNaDm\sd:l notoperate

inhinaries. They 4

prowided asanctions waiver. India's relation-
ship with Iran has been cautious and
transactional, shaped by oil trade, connec-
twlty goals, and regional deterrence, not

liclarity.

Whenite | 1, bet us not forget

ten halancing principle with
Tocast India's foreign policy as a betrayal of

that full diplomatic ties were established not
by mday‘s Eovernment but under former

R Sasikumar historical moral commitments is not onlky
reductionist, it is deeply di PV imhaRap. That de-
Your Take attackonlsrael of  cision reflected strategic foresight. Since

DDA has the p
missioners have ground knowledge. Get
themn towork in unison to do advance plan-
ning and get the Delhi PWD to erect tempo-
rary, disassemblable and reusable struc-
tures to house new migrants, giving
priority to the city’s needs. Who needs
which services should decide who stays
where, but with dignity and safety.

Three, restore confidence in gover-
nance. Middle-class taxpayers must feel
heard. Deliver services that reflect their
contribution. Uphold laws as neutral in-
struments — not bendable tools to be
twisted by vote banks.

[write not to criticise but as someone
whao has faced these very tensions — as
Diethi's chief secretary, more challenging
than being a policy-maker at the Centre,
also a position | had occupied — 1 have seen
how well-intentioned plans collapse un-
der populist pressure. | have also seen the
silent corrosion of a city that has lost a
sense of faimess. My only agenda is to see
a course correction.

At 81, 1assure you | am not secking a job
asyour advisor — only an open resps

the most horrific terrorist acts in recent:
memeary. For India — a victim of terrorism
—nmalclariryunmmansismton:imal;

then, ties have deepened. Tonow paint this
trajectory as a betrayal of India’s historical
commitments is a politically convenient

it
mgsudwmlmlsmtmﬂ:llnch]alsupl‘us—
tication —itis

caseof legacy:
India's nuanced response to the Iran-

India righthy condemned this attack as
o Thi 5

Mlmm'ynfEthu]Mhrs issueda lirm.hd—

Iewasareflection of India’s consistent stance:
against terroe At the same time, it made diear
its suppart for the Falestinian people — urg-
ing humanitarian acoess to Gaza, allmgfur

phasising dialogue and diplomacy, and -
iterating concern for [ndians in both
oountries. Emergency protocols were acti-
vated to ensure the safety of thousands in

f hostages, over  the region. Critics labelled this approach
G5 b id. India hasc 365 muted. But what was the alternative?
inre-  Publicly taki inaconflict: vith

million for Palestine’
ture and education projects in the West
Bank. et critics accuse it of abandoning its
moral compass. On what hasis? That it re-
fused i take a simplistic, one-sided view of
amultidimensional conflict? Or thatit chose
to engage both sides while pnmmru; the

nuclear implications, energy security risks,
stake? [sthat re-

ible statecraft or reckless signalling?
India's foreign policy does not existin avac-
. [tisshaped by geography, history, and

safiety of Indian citi

ity? Let us not forget: Diplomacy is not
Twitter. It is not built for wiral nul:laga]t B
about safeguardingi Hmot-

a question that concerns every Delhiite
who believes rules should matter, and
planning should become a reality that does
not just go up in smoke!

YYou have a remarkable chance — nnt

|ngp|:acc Condemning termorism while ex-
tending humanitari isnotacon-
tradiction — it is coherence.

‘What often passes for foreign policy ori-
R w s

just to govern Delhi, but m
city. What you do now will decide whctlv:r
Dielhi is governable 10 years from today.
Political courage, not administrative tin-
kering. is what the moment ds. Will

ing when examining how critics invoke
Iran, ksrael, and the larger West Asian the-
are. Fﬂrcxarnplc the portrayal of Iran asan

you accept this as a challenge or dismiss
my letter s a rant from a has-been?
‘Warm regards,

Yours sincerely

The writer is former chief secretary, Delhi,
and former secretary, Ministry of Health

Putting people at the core

RSS centenary is an occasion to understand Hedgewar's message of selflessness

RAKESH SINHA

THE R55 HAS been an important part of
India since the 1930s. In March 1934, there
was a two-day discussion on the RS5's ide-
ology, leadership and activities in the
Legislative Council of the Central Provinces
and Berar. Again, in February 1947, the
Central Assembly debated these issues.
Esn'tit ironic, then, that the vision and ac-

from Semitic religions, were its internal
BR i the

claims of Congress, Hindu saints, socialists
and communists in What Congress and

section of religious leaders and upper castes
that untouchability had religious sanction.
RSS chief M 5 Golwalkar was the architect
of this great leap forward. The hattle against
social o — across countries and

Gandhi have done o the L faahil
i and

social Fabianism cannot bead to a sense of
unallty and social cohesion —what the RSS

epochs — has been the most difficult of
tasks. Acrimony between races persists in
the US; in South Africa, Apartheid's legacy

and the leaders of other Hindu organisa-
tions. Critics of the RSS i |gl|m1: thm lnbcr-

nalc

realities Sur
clear adversaries, locked in a matrix of re-
gional alliances and ies, India
cannot afford o glandstami [t must calou-
late every move with tism
is not a betrayal of principle — it is about
preservation in a hostile world.

The dang:l tuday is not India's diplo-
matic caution, i tisan fior-
eign policy critique. Turning complex inter-
national issues into tools for domestic
paolitical attack is hazardous. it undermines
namnal unity on c:mmalajﬁlls.w:ahcns

nali}’omgnpullcy isnot the arena for point-

innocent, actorwilfullyig-  scoring It demands strategic consistency,
nores the concerns over its nuclear pro- — instituty and national cokh

. According to the AEA, Imnnow  ence. When international issue is fil-
hnldsuu:rAiDqu;alED per cent-enriched tcmdmmuglmcl:nsofclmalcahﬂa-
urani tonsork ces, we donot get
grade. Multiple |||spcc|:|u||sl|aw:fuund ura-  a better foreign policy — we get a frag-
nium traces at undeclared sites, and Iran 1 What isclar-
C block full v Yet, itywi ithoutvanity, and

such aitical dey
omitted. This is not nuance; it is misdirec-
tion. It seeks to equate [ran'sopague nuclear
manoeuvres with Israel's alleged nuclear

collapses
under scrutiny. 1srael has never signed
the Mon-Proliferation Treaty, nor has it

vision without vendetta The world is not
waiting for India to moralise. It is watching
tov see if India can bead — with balance, wis-
dom, and strategic resolve.

Thewriteris o podicy anmlyst and Fhi
scholorat Bennett University

INEED FOR PROTOCOL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Safety first’
{lE J'uly ) TIv: disaster at a Telangana

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BEING COOL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cool,
Umuul (Ehlyl].]nam‘]dlnumng!y
ption

ith perceptio

asingular entity. Nathumn Godse was one
such disillusioned worker who, along with
four Hindutva activists, wrote to V D
Savarkar, blaming the RSS for wasting the
energies of Hindu youth. The files of the

tions of R3S founder K gotlittle  cal This was a visibl of sOmE in the Prime Ministers' Museum particularty those imvolving highly haz- mcmnaﬁrst:mpmmandw}nl:m
space in such conversations? There are, lrum the elitist approach based on high-  despite decads i =n=imn'r and Library have umpteen such pl i Thatan- striving to by ically
however, some exceptions. After his death hies and symbalic Thi i f andide- of clashes between the Sangh and othereightworkers were killed in anex- um:ll:ntmamrsTodaymulnus isof-
on June 21, 1940, some rsand  like: ptionof social groups  ology is rooted in il ahility to ac- This is reflected today, too. plosion at a manufacturing mockety, or
journals — the Modern Review, edited by to address socio-cultural problems.  ceptits limitations and introduce cormective Many feel the R3S is too liberal on the unitin Sivalkas, justadayaf- peciallyin Gen Zcirdes,
Chatterjee and published from i realised ism was the measures The RSS features,  minority questi ter the mishap, demon- i s

Calcutta and the Marathi daily Kesari, motheraof dthesocialand  Earlyon,itcarried out f strates how far behind weare. disguised as wit. But cruelty is never
founded by Bal Gangadhar Tilak in Pune —  political elites had a stake init. Eventherev-  villages in Maharashtra to compare the  diple and practice. This is a reason RS5 cadres Kamal Laddha, Bengoluni  charisma. Perhaps the most effortlesshy
debated his idea of India for months. olutionary claims of socialists and commu-  Sangh'sintent to fumrsuclaldlangcmmns do not hesitate while helping and serving “cool” person is simply the one who
At the ageof 36, he visualised amoverent  nists against it were confined to speeches  actual effect. In 1974, the ha-  mon-Hindus — from food campsin 1950 and GAZA CRISIS doesn't try — but listens more, judges

whaose sole objective would be to regain
India’s civilisational characteristics. He did
not imitiate anew streamof Hindutva, Rather,
for him, the consolidation of Hindus was a
means to achieve al]-lumd dmlupntm of
thenation, Duri

Hindus were based on philanthropy and

astanng industrial accident in terms of
fatalities since the Bhopal gas tragedy.
We have failed to ensure the establish-
mentof a foolproof safety protocol inin-
dustrial and, i i

Iles not in rebellion or trend-setting, but
in presence. The ability to spcak with
clarity, present without fear, and carry
confidence rooted in kindness — that

lzaves a lasting i Every mo-

He did not solicit support or patronage
lmmany major puh ical pcrsuna]llym'ﬁuc
massive his 15-year
of the RS5. He relied on school and college
teachers, clerks, graduates and common
men, including orpha.ns.mbulld upamove-

lak, said, “Untouchability
should go lock, stock and barrel.™ Mohan
Bhagwat gave this principle a practical for-
mulation as a task for the organisation — o
ensure “commaon wells, common temples
and comman mortuaries”. In 1910, census

preaching the ideas of soc
one hand and the politics of the Hindu
Mahasabha on the other. Both appmach.cs

ment. O them justpart of a

mmmlssmmrEAGaltmdammunmlm
(] who was a Hindu. It included

proved, by and large, tobe i
:Ircss tJN: basic causes ofi |n[ustl:c and dis-
margi 2
[1908), UNMukherji
hemently criticised upper-caste and -class
Hinclus for being insensitive to their own
people. This was among the first works that
put forth the idea that the reasons for the
decline of Hinduism, besides the threats

hierarchies. Thc unwuchahlllry question

crowwd. Hedgewar g leaders
ofsorial and RSSwork-  useof ponds. and
toad-  ersacti ideaofundoingcaste  temples. Knowm as the Gait Circular, it was

eventually withdrawn before the 1911 cen-

has been dealt with by the
Sangh. For this, it silently bore the brunt of
rm\s:rvauw:uppmbnum

during the India-China warin 1962 toearth-
quake relief in Latur in 1993 and the plane
crash in Ahmedabad in 2025. Stray state-
ments and local incidents must not be seen
as emanating from the R55's philosophy.
Using them as such only obstructs healthy
dialogue and harms the national interest.
The RSS had a modest beginning. [t
worked without an office or signboard for
vears. Office bearers were created after three
years. Till then, it functioned like a com-
mune. The centenary year of the RSS is an

and sects, along with the haryas,
in Udupi in 1969 dealt the death blow to the
ahiding, false perception among a powerful

sus after imdu leaders. occasion for both its critics and admirers o
Hedgewar wias aware of the pitfalls of 1 the message of
ele itics. The RSS remained at a dis- and keeping the common per-
tance from the political activities of the  son at the centre will keep an ideology and
Hindu which wanted trained  movement alive,
swayamsevaks to work for its agenda.
s position upset the The writer is o former Ragjya Sabha MP(BJP)

apapar.indlansxpres@m .- .

THIS REFERS TO the report, '112 killed in
Israeli strikes._[IE July 2). For theworld,
Palestinians being killed in hordeswhile
secking handouts at food distribution
centres run by the [sraeli-Us-backed
‘Gaza Humanitarian Foundation is no
more than a daily dose of news. The so-
called “humanitarian aid hubs™ are
“death raps".as described by the LN, for
hungry Palestiniars, The killings at the

food distributi it quite chear

less, and uplifts others quiethy.
Vansh Shekhar, Pana

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cool,
Lincool'(IE, July 2. Trying to be coal has
beco addoles

cents and adults these days. Everyone
now seems to strive to be cool, which s
hasically pretending to be who they ac-
tually aren’t. People whi intentionally
try toadopt these six traits published in
The Jourmnal of Experi

thatwhati inG cidle.

ial traits.

Israeli FM Benjamin Netanyahu and
those: h

asdwyfoug:rv\dmd\cyarmallyam his

over 56,000 Palestinians on their hands.
G David Milton, Maruthencode

whoyouare ifyou actu-
ally want to be percefved as cool.
Anvi Jain,
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of private
sector jobs lost in the

Civilians killed in
South Sudan in first

THE

Number of
Bangladeshi nationals

i HINDU

Number of deaths in
Europe due to early

Tariffs to be paid by
Vietnam on exports to

US. in June 2025

three months of 2025

held in Delhi

As per
ADP
- chief

economist Nela Richardson, a slowdown In
hiring and reluctance to replace departing
waorkers led to job losses, particulardy in
professional services, education, and
healthcare, we

This figure marks a
110% Increase from last

quarter {352 deaths},
with Warrap State recording the most
casualthes. The surge follows intensifled
clashes between President Salva Kilr and
Vice President Riek Machar, whose
detentlon In March escalated tensions. are

near the Panchsheel fiyover in south Delhi
for residing lllegally in India, the police sald
an Wednesday. Mast were engaged in
infarmal jobs like rag-plcking and
dalky-wage labour.

summer heatwave

the US.

Bangladeshi nationals,
Including seven wormen and sl
children were apgrehended

People died as an early summer

heatwave swept across Europe. 2

France hospitalised 300 people, Italy
Issued red alerts in 18 cities, and
Switzerland shut down a nuclear reactor
due to overheated river water. In Spain,
wildfires destroyed farms, while 50,000
peogle were evacuated in Turkey. murms

In per cent. LS. President
Danald Trump claimed that

Vietnarmn will alsa pay a 40%
tariff on transshipped goods, under a new
trade deal. In a Truth Social post, Trump
sald Vietnam would open its market to U.S.
products at 09 tarlif. aouree
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Are gig workers a part of India’s labour data?

Though gig work is technically included under economic ac

ECONOMIC NOT!

Durga Narayan

he 2025 Union Budget ook
several measures to formally
‘recognise’ gig and platform
workers, and extended various
social protection schemes to this growing
workforce. Despite this recognition, the
revised Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 2025 does not include substantive
changes to account for the diverse forms

of gig and platform work.

Gaps in labour classification

Gig workers were first incorporated into
the legal framework through the Code on
Social Security, 2020, Under Chapter
Section 2(35), a gig worker is defined as "a
persan who participates in a work
arrangement and earns from such
activities outside of a traditional
employer-employee relationship.”
Platform work, as defined in the Code, is
“a work arrangement outside of a
traditional employer-employee
relationship in which organisations ar
individuals use an online platform to
access other organisations or individuals
o sobve specific problems or to provide
specific services or any such other

activities which may be notified by the
Central Government, in exchange for

paymen
While this definition separates gig
wrkers from both formal and informal
categories, it doesn't clearly define who a
gig worker is or the nature of gig work.
According to NITI Aayog's 2022 report
“India’s Booming Gig and Platform
Economy,” the gig workforce is expected
to reach 23.5 million by 202930, Despite
such projections and efforts to define gig
wrk, India's primary labour statistics
source, the PLFS, continues to subsume
gig work under vague categories such as
‘selfemployed’, ‘own-account workers',
or ‘casual labour'. This statistical
invisibility has direct consequences.
Clause 141 of the Code on Social

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu (O twitter.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

Security, 2020, "seeks to provide that the
Central Government shall establish a
Social Security Fund for social security
and welfare of the unorganised workers,
gig workers and platform workers.”
Similarly, the National Social Security
Board, constituted under Section 6 of the
Code on Social Security, 2020, is tasked
with framing and overseeing welfare
schemes for gig and platform workers.
Such welfare boards and policymakers
rely on the PLFS for ‘evidence-based
policy,’ but the absence of a distinct
category for gig and platform workers
undermines its very intent. When
dassification itself is unclear in primary
datasets, access to schemes becomes
uneven and exclusionary.

How the PLFS falls short

In response to a Rajya Sabha query on
whether the government had updated
PLFS methodology to capture the rise of

On the periphery: Gig workers prepare to deliver orders in Mew Delhi, in 2024, ReuTers

gig wark, the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation stated, “No
updation in the PLFS Schedule has been
undertaken with the ohjective of
specifically identifying persons engaged
in the gig economy. However, all market
activities i.e. activities performed for pay
or profit which result in production of
goods and services for exchange are
included under the domain of economic
activity considered in PLFS. The activity
situation of a person who is found to be
working or being engaged in economic
activity during a specified reference
period is associated with employment in
PLFS. Hence, even the persons engaged in
‘gig economy”’ for pay & profit are covered
inPLFs”

Though gig work is technically
included under economic activity,
without a specific category or
classification, the survey fails to offer
visibility into the unique nature of digital

labour, characterised by multiple job
roles, dependence on algorithms, lack of
formal contract and absence of safety
metrics. In the survey, while the question
on the type of job contract provides an
option for “no written job contract’, it
doesn't capture the hybrid nature of
work.

Unlike traditional self-employment, gig
work is shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple apps and are
mostly task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have no stable
contracts, and often rely on digital reach.
Mary lack access to benefits or
protections available to formal workers,
and don’t fully own their work processes,
making the "self-employed” label
misleading. Employment uncertainties,
income volatility and algorithm

riance remadn invisible within PLFS
classification. A food delivery person
working across platforms like Swiggy,
Zomato, for instance, will be flattened
into a category that does not reflect
entirely on their employment conditions
or social security needs.

Recomith ithout reps "
Recent policy efforts like the e-Shram
registration, the issuance of digital ID
cards, and health coverage under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana indicate the state's
recognition of the gig and platform
workforce. But unless statistical systems
like the PLFS evolve, the data meant to
suppart and monitor these interventions
cannot be considered inclusive.

The 2025 PLFS revision introduced
some important updates: a larger sample
size, monthly estimates, and better rural
representation. However, it still does not
address the issues of how gig work is
defined and understood. For inclusive
policy making, India must update PLFS
classification codes or introduce survey
modules that distinctly capture gig work.

Durga Narayan is a policy researcher
affiliated with the Indian Institute for
Human Settlements (ITHS) and the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF), Mumbai.

in the Periodic Labour Foree Survey, without a specific classification, the survey fails to offer visibility into
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incorparated into the legal
framework through the Code
on Soclal Security, 2020.
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According to NIT| Aayog's 2022
regort ‘India’s Beoming Gig
and Platform Econarmy,' the gig
warkforce is expected to reach
13.5 million by 2029-30.
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Unlike traditional
self-employrment, gig wark |s
shaped by platform algerithms,
performed across multiple
apps and are mostly
task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have na
stable contracts, and often rely
an digital reach.

How did Indian universities
fare on the QS ranking list?

What are the parameters on which universities are judged? How can Indian universities improve?

The story so far:

or the first time, in the
international ranking of
universities published by

Quacguarelli Symands (Q5), a
company specialising in higher education
analysis based in the UK., Indian
umiversities have mare than 50 spots in
the top 1,500, The highest rank among
Indian universities goes to 1T Delhi (Rank
123}, closely followed by IIT Bombay, IIT
Madras, IT Kharagpur and 15c
Bengaluru. This number has increased
from 11 in 2015 to 54 in 2006, with eight
umiversities, including Ashaka University
in Haryana and Shiv Madar Institute of
Eminence in Greater Noida, getting
featured for the first time.

What are the parameters?
The 2006 ranking is based on a whole
range of parameters which indude the

x »

learning emvironment on campus,
academic reputation (30%,), impactful
research (citations for research papers
count for 20%, and i iomnal rese:

was 11.5. These undergraduates come
from 20 countries, which enhances the
score for international diversity. Most

i in India have few

network 5%), diversity (student diversity,
international faculty and students count
for 10%), student outcomes (employer
reputation counts for 15%, while student
placements 5%) and campus
sustainability (5%).

Has higher education improved?
These rankings reflect how Indian
universities are increasingly adapting to
the norms followed by universities
worldwide, and are thus becoming
comparable to international universities.
For instance, the average
undergraduate student to faculty ratio in
Indian universities is 19. In order to be
internationally competitive, this number
needs to be between 10415. At Ashoka
University, for instance, over the last vear

for about 3,000 undergraduates, the ratio

international students, and most public
universities cannot employ international
faculty, which results in bow scores in
these categories.

Moreover, over the last few decades,
Indian universities have not put much
emphasis on original research carried out
by faculty and students. For STEM
subjects especially, the research is
traditionally done in research institutes.
This is in sharp contrast to global
practices, as universities are the primary
institutions where creation of knowledge
takes place, in addition to its transmission
to students, worldwide.

However, this is now changing. More
and more universities, particularly
IITs/ISERs and new private sector
universities, are paying particular
attention to research. With the advent of

the National Education Plan, 2020 (NEF),
which emphasises on research in
universities, more and more Indian
institutions will take their place on
international ranking lists.

Public universities used to pay very
litte attention to the employment
opportunities of students, but
professional institutes such as the [ITs and
IIMs have always had placement cells and
employers’ fairs. Now, even for large
central universities, this is an important
consideration. All this is crucial to
international ranking lists such as the Q5.

As more and more universities begin to
build research networks across the world,
and hire quality faculty who can do
research along with the necessary
teaching of students, we will see the rise
of Indian universities in these ranking
lists. India needs to encourage
international students and faculty to
become part of its educational institutions
and to closely work with industry in
identifying potential employment
destinations for students. Particular
attention to environmental aspects and
sustainability in campuses will also earn
paints for universities aspiring to be
among the top educational institutions.

Somak Raychaudhury is Vice-Chancellor
and Professor of Physics, Ashoka
University, Dethi-NCR. All opinions are
personal.
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The highest rank among Indian
universities goes to I Delhi
(Rank 123}, closely followed by
WT Bambay, NT Madras, IT
Kharagpur and IS¢ Bengaluru.

These rankings reflect how
Indian universities are
increasingly adapting to the
norms followed by unhversities
warldwide, and are thus
becaming comparable to
intermational universities.
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India needs to encourage
intemational students and
faculty to become part of its
educational instituticns and to
closely work with industry in
identifying patential
employment destinations far
students.
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Al'in India: strategy must precede mission

nickla has declired its
ambition o be a global
leader in Artificial
Intelligence (Al)
governanee, As the world's langest
demaocracy and a tech-savyvy
natbon, it is wellpositioned o
champlon an inclusive and
human-centric approach to Al Bug
this as fon risks being
undermined by the absence of a
comprehensive, democratically
anchored national Al strategy.
Inclia’s current Al initatives
centre on the IndiaAl Mission, led
Iy o buresicrat and boused as an
Incependent unit within a Section
& eompany under the Ministey of
Edectronics and nformation
Technology. The Mission
substitute for a national strategy.
Missions are vehicles for executing
prdorities, but only after priorites
been clearly defined.

al questions remain
unresolved, What are o fanal
priorities? Which governance
values should gulde us? How
should institutions be strisctured?
Moning Forward without
answering these questions poses
two risks: it may compromise
Inclia’s ability to bead and maintain
strategic awtonomy; and it may
embed an Al governance model
that is vechnocratie, opague, and
lacking democratic begitimacy,

The many risks

This ks not an abstract concern.
Several pressing risks are already
visible, Al technologies are
becoming increasingly embedded
in India's defence, intelligence,
ane eritieal infrastracture systems,
Reeent developments — military
conflict, weaponisation of
financial infrastructure, steategic
technology competition - have
demaonstrated how technological
dependencies can be leveraged o
achieve geopolitical objecties.
Without an indigenous,
coordinated Al strategy, India
faces the risk of strateghc
dependencies on forelgn
technologes.
strateghe auwte
developing a whole-of government

RBuchi Gupta
Executive Editar of
the Future of India
Faundatian and an
Aspen Glabal
Leadership Fellow.
This column is based
an the Feurdation's
repart ‘Goverming Al
I Inelia: Wiy Strategy
Must Preceds
Mislon', Vandita
Gupta contributed 1o
the research

Without a
fransprirent,
democratically
grounded
national strategy
on AL India's
ability 1o sha
global Al norms
1

Al steategy aligned with natonal
securlty priorities and focused on
bukleingg resilient, sovercign
capabilities.

Tt s the raw material of Al
As India builds public data
platforms, how this data s
curated, accessed, and governed
will shape innovation and market
power, Without transparent,
demoe Iy dehated data
wovernance frameworks, these
ecosystems risk relnforcing
corporate concentration and
undermining public trust.

Nowhere s the governanee gap
clearer than in employment.
Autormation is already
transforming India's labour
market. In 2024 alone, India's top
three IT services firms - TCS,
Infosys, and Wipro - shed nearly
G5 OCHD joabs. The International
Mometary Fund estimites that 26%
of India's workforee is exposed o
generative Al, with 2% at risk of
cemnent. Despite this,
al Alinitdatves do not
ntly address employment
transition, workloree plandng, or
soclal protections. The absence of
strusetured input from labour
economists, civil society, and
workforee experts has limited the
ambit of deliberation o
technocratic concerns, Addressing
these gaps will help ensure that Al
adoption supports economic
resilience and social stability,

Al s extraordinarily
energy-hungry. The Internatbonal
Energy Agency projects that global
data centre electricity demand
will doubde by 2030, This poses
challenges for India, Eleven of
Tewclbi's 20 Lurgest chthes Faee acute
water stress, Groundwater levels
are rapldly declining in Bengaluru
and Hyderabad - both emenging
Al and data centre hubs. Yet policy
chiscussions on Alin India have
scarcely addressed the energy
implications of scaling Al

Al will profoundly reshape
work, education, and the social
contract. 1t will determine which
skeills are whwd nfluence how
il shape
womic
pains, These shifts cannot be left

o ekt forces or technleal
experts. They demand national
dialogue involving industry
leaders, parliamentarians,
ecucators, civil sochety, and labour
representatives, to chart a just and
eqquitable path forward,

As Al gets integrated in sensithve
domaing ~ healtheare, policing,
wel the risks of bias,
discrimination, and lost
accountability grow, Without clear
regulatory frameworks, public
trust In Al governanee may erode,

Irnclin has rightly pesidoned
dtself as a volee for the Global
South in international Al
governanee forums, notably
through its leadership in the
Global Partnership on Al But
whobal eredibility depends on
coherence ot home, Without a
transparent, democratically
grounded national strategy, India's
ability to shape global Al norms
will remain constrained.

Strategy must precede mission,
Harnessing Al for natlenal
lendership and public good
regquires proactive, strategle, and

strategy shaped through open
public deliberation,

‘What is the path forward?
First, Indin needs to publish o
Cabinet-endorsed national Al
strategy and present it w
Parlinment. Second, it must
constitute a dedicated Standing
Committes on Al and Emerging
Technobogles in Parliament to
aversee executive inftintives,
wthical risks, .md public
consultation
commission i §
study on Aldriven cmph ymu:l
disruption, particularly in
entry-level white-collar roles, with
granular data on sectors,
demagraphics, and regions,

aking the thme to bulld
democratic consensus and
institutional architecture is a
difficult road to take, but bowdll
make Indin o genuine Al leader,

Deaths in the sanctuary

STATE OF PLAY

kertshina, kriehe hisdico.in

he recent death of an
L I I:ujull tigress and s
Four cubs — due to pol-

soning at the Male Mahadesh-
wara Hills (MM Hills) Wildlife
Sanctuary In Karnataka - has
not only shocked conserva-
thonists but has ralsed per
nent questions on the \nlhlliN.-
protection machinery and en-
vironmental governance pre-
wvitlling in the State.

In the immediate aftermath
of the preliminary investiga-
thom, three people were arvest-
ed and a few officials were
sent on leave — actions aimed
at conveying the administra-
thon's resobve to act decishvely,

Besides, two Investigations
are currently under way, one
by the Karnataka Forest De-
partment and anoiher by a
committee constituted by the
Matlonal Tiger Conservation
Authority. Both committees
have been given 14 days time
to submmit their reports,

1t is bedng argued that they
should not only investigate the
mmeciate lapses that led o
the tiger deaths, but also take
a broader view of the systemic
and administrutive issues tha
resulted in osuch a tragedy,
which Is reflective of a deeper
malalse within the
cepartment.

Multiple concerns need o
be  addressed,  Including
whether thel a larger
network of poachers at work,
shortage of manpower for
protection duties, delay in re-
bease of wages to the frontline
staff, which may impact junghe
patrolling, delay in release of
compensation to the victims
in case of conflict with wil-
cllife, among others.

Experts also polnt to anath-
er gaping flaw in the system: It

Karnataka

s the fallure to secure the con-
vietlon of those responsible
for killing wild anbmals, The
conviction rates are so poor
thit the law does not act as a
dheterrent anymare o prevent
“revenge killings” or even
poaching.

For instance, in February
2023, a tiger was found poi-
soned, its Hmbs tethered to a
seone and fts body dumped in
a tank in Bandipur. However,
mare than two years lter, the
case has seen no progress, n
fact, elephant deaths due o
electrocition in Karnataka are
more  rampant  than  tiger
dheaths.

Acecording to offickl statis-
tics, of the 290 elephants that
dlul in the State between
and August 2024, as
II.'!-II!}‘ as 30 were electrocuted
and six were poached. Re
ports of wild anlmals being
trapped  In snares  have
emerged from the MM Hills,
Bandipur, MNagarahole, and
other reglons In recent tmes,
Yet, in most eases, authorithes
haive hit a dend end and have
e little progress to result
inconvietions,

It is true that buman-animal
conflict is intensifying across
Karnataka, with crop depreda-
tion by elephants and lives:
ok killings by tigers or leo-
pards on the rise. But these
conflices have also been ex-
cerbated by flawed policles
delays In compensation being
o clear Indicator,

According o statisties from

the Karnataka Forest Depart-
ment, 35,580 condlict
were reported during 2024-25,
Compensation was approved
in only 20,47 cases, while
14,245 cases remalned pend-
ing. In addition, M8 cases
were denbed compensation,
Karnutaka takes pricde in its
thger and elephant populathions
as markers of the success of
conservation Inftatives, With
an estimated 563 tgers, ac
cording to the 2022 census,
Karnataka also harbsours near-
by 6,400 elephants as per 2023
dhata, the highest in the coun-
try, But conservation cannot
b about mambers alone while
gnoring the inherent contrad-
fetions in policies that under-
e the environmental gains,
The reversal in the govern-
MAnt’s stance on Goa Tame
power transmission line tha

a
cuts through Kall Tiger Re

serve — a prajeet which the
forest depariment had refect
ed In 2024; the Sharavathi
storage project which threa
tens to fragment the Western
Ghats ecosystem, clearances
to mini hydel projects in sensi-
tive areas, linear projects cut-
ting through areas where hu
man-wildlife conflict is high
are a fow examples that cast
doubt on the State’s commit-
ment  to envionmental
protection.

This is because such pro-
Jeets inevitably lead to habita
encronchment,  Fray it
thom, and disturbanes, N:Mlm
wildlife to stray Into human
landscapes, aggravating con-
fliet situations. The deaths of
five tgers in the MM Hills
should be viewed against the
backdrop of such policy in-
consistencies, which reflec
decper malaise in environ
mental governance.

Now that committees are
probing the inckdent, it re
mains to be seen whether they
will merely assign blame or
work to fix the system,

Custodial deaths: police convictions remain zero in T.N. and beyond

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
n.nmmhmlhml

“ ven o murderer
woubkd not have
caused this much

injury to a per

son”, obwerved the Madural Bench
of the Madras High Court on Tues-
iy during the hearing of a batch
of Public Interest Litigation peti-
tons over the custodial death of
Adith Kumar, a security guard who
dbed kn police custody in Shaganga
distriet last Sacurday.

Kumar's death Is not an isolated
ncident but part of a broader phe-
ture n Tamil Nacu and even in the
rest of the country. The pattern is
chear: a significant number of cus-
tochial deaths take place, of which a
considerable number of them are
reported, a few of the policemen
are arrested, and none of them are
convicted, Kum death is defi
nitely not the Brst instance o
spark public outrage in Tamil Na-
du. The Ambasamudram custodial
torture in 2023 and the Sathanku-
lam custoddial torture case that led
to the death of a father-son duo in
2020 are still fresh in memory.

Dt show that adis has
a long history of police brutality.
Acecording to data from Parlia-
ment, 490 deaths were reported
while suspects were in judicial or
police custody between 200617
aned 2020-22 (up to March 31, 2022),
as shown in Map 1,

In the past six years, Uttar Pra-
desh repaorted the highest mumber
of fatalities (2,630 in judicial/ipol-
fee custody among all the States,
while Tamlil Nacdu reported the
highest number ameng the south-
ern States. In total, 11,656 deaths
wiere recorded In India in the pe
rlod considered. It s important o
note, though, that not all custody
deaths are due to police excess,

While the five constables in.
ur's death were ar-
how that no police of-
M

K

ficer has  been convicted  for
custodial deaths between 2007 and
2022, Mot just in Tamil Nadu, but
across India, no police officer has
been held aceountable for such
denths in this perlod.

I Indlka, 345 mgistirial fudi-
clal enguiries were ordered into
the deaths of persons in police cus-
tody/lockup between 2007 and
2022 (Chart 2), And in these five
years, 123 policemen were even ar-
rested while such deaths were in-
vestigated, Moreover, over 789 were
also chargesheeted, However, not
asingle policeman was convicted,

Data also show that convictions
of State police personnel have
been rare, not just in the case of
custodial deaths, but also in any
human rights violations ea:

Chart 3 shows that 74 cases of
human rights vielations related w
illegal detention, deaths in custo-
dy, and torture/causing hurt/inju-
ry were filed against police in India
between 2007 and 2022, Forty-one
paolice personnel were chargesh:
eeted. However, only three were
eonvicted,

disproportonately low compared
to the actual cases, Thase conviet
e form a negligible share of those
few arrested,

Wesrryingly, these belonging o
Seheduled Castes (SCs) often bear
the brunt of custodial torture in
Tamil Nadu, A disproportionately
higher share of detenues - per:
sons held lawfully in custody un-
der preventive detention lows, dis-
tinct  from  regular  suspects
charged with specific crimes - in
il Nadu belong o the In
L 38.5% of the detenues in Ta-
il Nadu were SC, while the com-
munkty's share in the State's popu-
laton was 20% (Table 4). This
problem ks mostly unboue o Tamil
Niwchia amd a8 can be seen from the
table, the State police also take na
much higher number of people in
detention. As on December 31,
2022, Tamil Nadu had 2,129 dete-
nues ~ abmost half of India's num-

ber,
»

No accountability for custodial deaths

The data for the charts were sourced fram the Natlonal Crime Records Bureau, the Parliament Questions and Answars,
and the 2011 Census
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‘Chart 3: Coses relstered against potice personnal for select
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Uttar Pradesh
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Inta tha daaths | fwurmber af deteniies as on Decambar 31, 2022

P,
clurll!hmn.fmmd.fmmun (201720232}

b of SC In total

Policemen conviched 0 o population

Tamil Nadu 2,129 8.5 20,01

JURUT 546 11 T34

Mag,fjudicial enquiries Gujarat | 8 a7
ordored Haryana 35 13 2047

Uttar Pradesh 12 14 0T

el ez hesed 2,129 dhetnes — afmast hatf of indha's number

0.In, 58 mbavi
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 3, 1575
60 p.c. of Foreign Doctors
fail in tests by council

London, July 2: Sixty percent of the forelgn
dietors whe took Beitaln's first tests in English
and elinjeal knewledge have Filled, the General
Medical Council (GMC) announced yesterdiry,

D, Abclul Sayeed, Chateman of the Overseas
Doctors Assochtion, criticised the examinations
and sk he was not surprised that so many
candiclites hac failed,

Only 27 out of 68 doctors passed the two- dmy
tests held in Edinburgh last week. Dr. Sayeed
remarked, " The question paper was such that
many doctors could not understand it

The candidates came from 70 countries
whose citlzens are eligible for the tests,

Dioetors from Australla, New Zealand, Canada,
and the West Indies are not required 1o sit for
the examinatbons beease thelr degrees are
recognised in the UK, However, this years
wraduates from India, Pakisean, and
nor-Commomwerlth nations must undergo the
tests,

The two-tlay assessments evaluated an
applicant’s ability to understand colloguial
expresshons that might arise in a doctor's office,
in adkdition to testing their clinical knowledge,

o, red commented, "On the
multiple-cholee question, m doctors spent
20 minutes deciphering it because it was very

bizarre and badly produced.”

They were asked how they would cope with a
pregrant woman wit fectious disease who
had been in o road L aned what they would
tiell thie worman's mother-n-law, "It s not the
sort of situation that & medical practitoner ks
likely to encounter very often,” Dr. Sayeed sabd.

“All these put together in one question was a
bit too much., The doctors were not expecting
that type of question.”

A HUWDRED YEARS AGD JULY 3, 1935
Centenary celebrations.

London, July 2: The Dulke
attended the Ralbway Centenary Celebrations at
Darlington where o guart Hlion people
witnessed the six-mile long procession of
loscesmotives and rolling stock showing the
wvarious stages of evolution from old "Puffing
Billy" and "Dandy Coach” to the latest
high-speed mammaoth engines and lusurious
carriages and restaurant saloons,

il Duchess of York

[
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

KiLL THE BILL

Karnataka Mis-Information and Fake News (Prohibition ) Bill
sets up a censor in the garb of rooting out falsehoods
EVERAL ELEMENTS GO into making Igglslannn “had in law™: Vague provisions

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorbDLy WISE
DOGS ARE NOT ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE,

DOGS ARE ABOUT DOC

— MALCOLM GLADWELL

Don’t delay stocktaking

Areview committee, like that set up after
Kargil, is needed post Operation Sindoor

ARUN PRAKASH

WHILE PAKISTANI FIELD Marshal Asim
Munir's oration at the Pakistan Naval

Academy on June 28 has drawn consider-
able media focus, there is ammd b0 assess
hiow miuch attenti diashould pay to his

and definitions that invite misuwse; of power to tau-
thorities without necessary checks and guardrails; dllrnnnesofcn!nrmmm
or possibilities of selective enforcement and, most i Iy,

utterances. The rabble-rousing tone and
tmuclndla -haiting comtent of his speech, ill-

concerns about infringement on fundamental fghts and violation of due process, The
Karnataka Mis-Information and Fake Mews | Prohibition ) Bill fulfils these criteria, and
more, It constitutes an “Authority” — headed by the state Information & Broadcasting
Minister and made up masthy of lavwmakers and officials selected by the government —
that s all but certain to act as a censor, It is a bill of bad faith — it enables an exercise of ar-
hltmrypmmtundcrtlmgarbufmmmguux o, Itis an o

Ccasion — a navy passing-out
parade — was a clear sign of insecurity in
the face of widespread public criticism of
the Pakistan army in general and his pro-
maotion in particular.

MNotwithstanding the banality of his
words, we must recognise that since Field
Marshals do not retire, Munir, if he so

cnmplm{ MRS chooses, will be around for a long time — ei-

Indiahas 700 mil users, and Kamataka is among the ther as Army Chief or as political puppet

ith the hi i ion, Car o analyse master. By harping on Hindu-Muslim
thevast amow i u,umml:h:iu‘n'srightw‘ ch schisms Indiaas

is violated? More importantly, even if it could, should it? “Fake nevws” is defined by the Bill
as false or inaccurate reporting, editing that distorts lacts and purely ﬂmc.m:d content,
Mnnfarmamms "knowingly” or “recklesshy™ ions fior

threat™ to its perpetual “victim®, Pakistan,
Munir seeks to gain favour with the public
and cement a political niche for himself,

1005, satire, and “artistic 1" Eviclenthy, the goverr
not satished with setting m:lrupasthcarhlm of Truth, smlcsmd'_'ﬁnc At as well, ltalso
wishe: inst“femin and*Sanatan Dharma", The

ic il gime.
Given Munir's continued malevolent
presence, India must steel itself to [ﬂm
ions, Inall likelihood, it i
mmuucthatlrlggnmdl’alusran 5

Bill compounds the sin of [oossly anil vague with harsh puni e
Offenders face fines up to Rs 10 lakh, seven years' |m|:|r\sc|nmcnt or both. it fies in the face
of theletter and spiri ourt's| i 2013 }case and
the Bambay High Euun verdict on the Ecntrﬂs]’[ Rules in 2024 bath of which warned
against the ch,
India and for protecting iments”, which are of-
EOvET freedoms. Kamataka's capitalis a hub
of innovation, and of a start-up culture that has the pmmlalmpmpel thcstan"s and the
oo forward, Th
do not g yearsafter the B the | f stabe excess
and overreach should have been internalised by Congress governments, including in
Kamnataka As Justice Gautam Pawl noted in the mmtuy HCs 2024 wm “Every mmpt

pro-

ies to plan and Launch the Pahalgam strile,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his
speech on May 12, unequivocally spelt out
fiour core principles that would govern India's
future palicy against terrorism, Optimists
s are hopeful that this declaration
of India’s "red lines" by the PMwill cause the
Pakistan “deep state” o pause and perhaps

i Scepiics, however, beli

itis only a matter of time 151 initi-

A comprehensive review of
what is being termed, "the
largest BVR air ¢
history” during Op
is best undertaken by the
TAFS esteemed Tactics and
Combat Development

abes yet another terror strike on India,
In these circumstances, no time mst be
lost in analyslng thmadham Operation

- atthcsmmguc operational and tactical bkev-

hitthe down a fi miLst and branch,
Fake news are indeed problems of the present and future. Ad:lm!mgtl‘mm mqulmsdgla] Sindoor
literacy, which involves going to schooks to ensure that the next d to

sift fact from falsehood, Such programmes requine finesse, ime and the right intent, Not a
draconian law — the Bill needs tobe binned,

NO IMPUNITY

Incidents in Odisha, Himachal frame sense of entitlernent of
powerful, Action must be taken, no one is above the law
WOINCIDENTS OF assault in jis week tell the same di ¥
About the rule of law being f powerful, and of th fim-
punity that makes this a recurring event, In Himachal Pradesh, Anirudh Singh,
the state's Rural Dmlnpimnrand Panchayati Raj Minister, was booked on
flicials of the National Highways Authority of India
dunng.aslln wsn_]ustaday earlier, in Odisha, an official of the Bhubaneswar Mun.'u:lpal
Cc doutofagri ing that he
inhischamberand beaten up by indivi vho all
apatogise for misbehavi Pradhan,

that he

with B[P leader

are faced with asimilar crisis
once again. In this context, we have the ad-
mirable precedent of the Vajpayes govern-
ment, which constituted the Kargil Review
Committes om July 29, 1999 — a mere three
days after the cessation of hostilities,

The urgency here is even more marloed
since this "90-hour war” saw an unimagin-
able leap in the level of technologies em-

Establishment, particularly
against the backdrop of our
past experience of ‘acrial
ambushes' in Kargil and in
the post-Balakot
encounters, The lacunae in
equipment and intelligence
as well as lessons learned
and changes required in
training, tactics and
strategies must be
addressed post-haste,

dovedi zzyi fki-  and in the post-Balab
neticaction. While India success i i
i achieving i jectives of - learned and c

ired in

ist infrastructure and demonstrating a
markedly bolder and maore resolute deter-
rence strategy, there are several aspects that
reguine urgent review and analysis,

First, we were found wanting in strategic
communication and narrative-building,
While the confli edented
bewels of hyperbolic distortion and disinfor-
mation from media on both sides, India’s lag
im official narrative-building allowed Paldstan
o steal a significant march. Compared to
Pakistan's proactive media outreach and
timely official briefings, Indian briefings werne
often reactive, and Biled bo put across, our mo-
table military successes.

Second, the issue of aircraft losses suf-
fered by India was ineptly handled across
the board. Since aircraft attrition s an in-
evitable consequence in combat, there was
little to be gained by concealing or acting coy
ahout Indian Air Force (IAF) lnsses. The exag-
gerated Pakistani claims could not be logi-
cally countened by the dribbles of informa-
tion coming first from the Shangri-la
Dialogue in Si sem-

inar in Indonesia, A forthright admission,
followed by an account of the next day's
devastating Indian response, which claimed
six Pakistan Air Force | PAF) fighters and two
other aircraft, would have boosted the cred-
ihility of our narrative.

Third. the extensive employment of
“beyond visual range” or BVR air-to-air
missiles and advanced airborne radars in
this conflict has proved a major game-
changer in air combat. This ur-

training, tactics and strategies must be ad-
dressed post-haste.

Rising above the minutiae of physical
conflict, we need to remind our decision-
makers that wars, if inevitable, must be
waged only o eliminate the casus belli and
achieve a stable and enduring peace. This
places three responsibilities on the coun-
try's political leadership: (a) to lay down,
chear aims for which armed action is being
initiated; (b} to specify, to the military, the
desired "end-state” to be achieved, before
termination of hostilities; and (c) to ensure
that adequate resources are provided — in
time — for the action contemplated.

There is scant authentic information on
these aspects in the public domain, The wa-
ters have been further muddied by US
President Donald Trump's insistent claims
of brokering peace, In the face of incessant
commentary by Western observers about
the risks of nuclear first use in South Asia, it
was reassuring to hear from India’s CDS
about the *rationality and marurity”, dis-
played by both sides in avoiding escalation
o the nuclear threshold,

The extensive utilisation of cyber warfare
and missiles as well as unmanned vehicles
enabled both sides to wage “non-contact
warfare”. This calls for a comprehensive doc-
trinal re-think about the future of manned
combat platforms, Moreover, the sheer inten-
sity of this brief eruption and rapid expendi-

reflection about the status of our “war

and their nent,

gent in-depth study and analysis, The aer-
ial engagements on the night of May 7/
between the two South Asian air forces, in-
volving over 100 aircraft, were unprece-
dented and have caprured the attention of
air power analysts worldwide.

A comprehensive review of what is be-
ing termed, “the largest BVR air combat in
history” during Operation Sindoor is best
undertaken by the IAFs esteemed Tactics
and Combat Development Establishment,
partioul arly against the backdrop of our past
experience of “serial ambushes™ in Kargil

In essence, the May 2025 conflict served
as a stark reminder of the volatile nature of
the India-Pakistan relations hip and the criti-
T robust crisis management mech-
amisms as well as military preparedness. The
imtentof Operation Sindnarwas ‘deterrence
by punis " e
impact, India's national security establish-
ment needs o think long and hard about al-
temate strategies o address the cesus belli,

The writer is a former Indian Mavy chiefand
chairman, Chief of Staff Committes
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IMAGINE SISYPHUS HAPPY

We can choose how we suffer, and in that choice, find freedom

(GEORGE JOHN

It hardby matters that a Congress government is in power in Himac
Odisha is a BJP-ruled state. Similar incidents in mrfcnmt partsof the cm.mry over the years
are proof that hl
respect for amhhatlrnm across party lines.
These two incidents in Himachal and Odisha, in particular, highlight a disturbing winner-
talms-all attitude tha( stems from the belief that t be in power or to have the patronage

itlement i adis-

“WHY ME?" THIS question rises unbidden in
times of crisis. It may arrive in a hospital
ward, in the stillness after a diagnosis, or at
the bedside of a loved one. It is the human
soul’s most honest protest when life turms
suddenly unjust, crued, meaningless.

As a retired psychiatrist and a hushand
watching his beloved wife of 52 years suffer
the indignities oF advanced Parkinson's
Disease, ion well, Itis not a

of W [ . In litical o its
currency, thi ject moded, which should have no place in ademoc-
racy, becomes routinised, P i inistration, not durbaris in the
Tja’s court,
Excmphryacmnmnbetah*n InHimachal Pradesh, amidst calls for the minister's
Chief Minister Singh Sukis b, d that the due process of
the Law will unfold, In Odisha, three of the accused have been arrested, wit h the BJP sus-
pending the pri shipof five party i theiralleged i in

the assaulton the BME officer. Inall such incidents that threaten to erode public faith in
the rule of law, those found guilty of abusing their position and power must face — and
they must be seen to face — the consequences of their actions, Sending out the message
that no one is abowe the law in a democracy is the only way foreard.

A FURRY TRAIL

People love their pets. So much so, that
they will go to court over them

AH:EANDLNTENSELYHM dlld( mlw.-ty{ul has afaint fringe of white hair
across his chest; Ny ..5..._ " When hi Clara’s

theoretical query, but one shaped by breath,
loss, and long nights,

Albert Camus wrote that the only serious
phllosnph!ca! question is whmlwrhfc is
worth living, b

IN GooDp FAITH

SR ¥

of Sisyphus, :unrﬂmlwd o push a boulder
up a hil] r.mly for it [ n:l]l hau:l( down. Yet,

Na( because his task has changed, but be-
cause his mil He has acc

surd and still chosen to kve,

S
remove the suffering — it
simply holds it. Tt gives us a
wider frame in which to
place our pain, One need
not wnd 1 suffering to

what
happens. Often, we are left with the bare re-
ality, and our response becomes the only
form of dignity we possess. In that sense,
“Why me?" is not just a cry of anguish but a
phea for meaning, It is an invitation o exam-
ine what lies at the core ofr.lul mmm
Paye
we are blquht face to face wn‘h o limits,

keat onvalescing ina sana-

torium, Mark Twain put out the ad in the New York Amerioan and spent days
receiving strangers with abandoned black cats in the hope of finding Bambino among
them. The cat returned on his own, but it was no secret in New York that the American
writer loved his dawghter, and Bambing, with equal fervour,

That they occupy a special place in the lives of their humans is no secret, But sepa-
rated by centuries and continents, the spurt in litigation and mediations in India's capi-
tal over pets and nky that the law is just beginning to catch up with
what the heart has i —nmasnsm bk as compan-
ions, And, in some circumstances, t caught -
versaries, Take, for instance, a civil suit filed in 2023 by an advocate against his neigh-
bours insouth Defhi, The reason; Their pet had chased him, leading himtofall and frachune
his wrists, When TMC MP Mahua Moitra broke up with Liwyer Jai Anant Dehacdrai, the
il L VET into a custody their beloved iler, Henry,

It may seem trivial bhsurd but these disputes, at their core, are decla-
rations of how much trust is conveyed through awag of a tail or the flick of a feline ear. In
lonely, cmwﬂud urban metropolises, pets provide the hm:l of unstmtmg comfort that
few can. part, burwhat li left
in between. lhu[nrlm ] Auslra]lan Iaw last mnnm mmgnmd this: For the first (Il'l'l.‘ in
casesof
ing pet ownership, As Delhi courts navigate this tricky terrain, it is a mmmdm that love,
nomatter how small or furry, always keaves a trail.

own: That

Wh or acareer
orgrief overwhelms us, cur intemal compass
spins, The story we told oursehves about our

bear it with grace,
Biologically speaking,
suffering protects us —
pain alerts us to danger.
Anguish compels us to seck
others. The cry of ‘why me?'
has evolutionary value; it
invites others to come close,
to witness, to help,

lifie o longer holds, Peychiatrist Vikror Frankd,
who survived Auschwitz, believed that hu-

b 1d e inable suf-
fering as bong as they had a"why", a purpose,
“Whenwe are no longer able to change a sit-
uation,” he wrote, "we are challenged to
change ourse! L

This has been true in oy lifie, My wife's de-
cline has changed everything. There are no
holidays now, no spontaneous walks, no or-
dmalym \"Et.m!ynmr!um;.asmbem

s of care, feeding,
muasic, gentle wards, | realise that love re-
mains, And in love, there is still meaning,

Caregiving brings its own burden, a qui-
eter suffering, It is a slow, private erosion of
one's energy and identiry. But it also deep-
ens character, What begins as duty slowly
becomes devotion, The question “Why me?
may persist, but the answer becomes less
imiportant than the daily act of showing up,

For people of faith, "Why me?" becomes
a prayer. The psalmist cried, "My God, my
Godd, why have you forsaken me?” These
same words were echoed by Christ on the
cross, Doubt is not the opposite of fith; itis
partafit,

In Hinduism and Buddhism, suffering is
accepted as part of the human condition,
dukkha, something to be transcended
through awareness, detachment, compas-
sion. In Islam, the concept of sabr, or patient
endurance, teaches that the divine is closest

to the broken-hearted,

Sometimes, faith does not remove the
suffering — it simply holds it, [t gives us a
widier frame in which to place our pain. One
need notunderstand suffering to bear itwith
grace. Biologically speaking, suffering pro-
tects us — pain alerts us to danger. Anguish
compels us to seek others. The cry of "why
me?" has evolutionary vahse; it invites oth-
ers focome close, o witness, to help,

But beyond biology, there is empathy,
When we suffer, we become more capable
of understanding others who suffer, [Fwe let
it pain can open the heart. That may be one
of the few hidden blessings of suffering: It
deppensus.

Ower time, "Why me?" may shift to
“What now?" or “How shall | live through
this?" That shift is subtle but powerful, It
markes a move from protest to purpose. From
paralysis to action,

Mot all questions need answers, Some
simply need listening, As theologian Paul
Tillich said, "The first duty of love istolisten."
So, we listen to ourselves, to those we love,
and to the silence where no words come,

In my home, amid medicines, wheel-
chairs, nurses, there is still laughter. There is
music, There is prayer, No one escapes suf-
fering. But we can choose how we suffer. In

Jury 3,1985, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

PRESIDENT GROMYKO
THE SOVIET PARLIJ\MENT unammnus]y

Joint commission began in New Delhi after
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's e o

President Ziaul Haq that hewill do everything

elected Foreign as
thee country's Pmsldenr Depamn,g Frnm the
hicikding the tithe o the chief of state, the T-‘S-war
old veteran diplomat was elected to the high
past by the 1500-member Supreme Soviet,
Observers feel the move will allow Party
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachey to con-
centrate on domestic affairs .

PM ASSURES ZIA

THE SECOND MEETING of the Indo-Pakistan

spaper,lndlanaxplsﬂnm .. .

i
KASHMIR BANDH
SRINACARCITY OBSERVED while

that choice lies our freedom,

The writer is o retired psychiatrist
Shah. became ChiefMinisterwith
thest ongress(]] legi
MUKHERJEE QUITS

PRANAB MUKHERJEE, PRESIDENT of the
WRPCC(I) hasdmdedmmpmﬁunhls
office, ibility for the defieat of

it was partial in the other four distrcts ed the
Valley. Thecall for a Kashmir |

his party i in the Calcuﬂa mlparm election,

!:yd‘cNatluna]Cnnﬁ.mnm(F]mw
by other Opposition parties as part of their
struggle for *restoration of democracy”, [t was
on this day last year that the Governor,
b s .

istry after 12 of his party MLAs sided with G M

I'Ianl(nd by two ynul’h leaders, 5u|:|mtu
umn\-ﬁtm

his decision was in co hed

mﬁhcﬂa&tmmalﬂmlmmdmtm

He reiterated that he was not sucoumbing o

any pressures, even from New Delhi.
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Sinhalese migra

ted from Southern

India, mixed with Adivasis: study

The formation of the Sinhalese genetic pool is dated to about 3,000 years ago, falling within the range of dates displayed broadly by Indian and other
8ri Lankan populations, and around the time of the proposed migration date of Sinhalese to their present homeland in the Sinhala chronices

R. Prasad

nalyses of whole-genome
sequence data of urban
Sinhalese and two indigenous
Adivasi clans in Sri Lanka,
which live in geographically separated
regions in the country, have shed light on
the migratory history of these populations
and their genetic relationship to each
other and to many Indian populations.

The study, published recently in the
journal Gurrent Biolagy, found that
Sinhalese and Adivasi are genetically
closest to each other and to South
Indians, but at a regional and fine-scale
lewel, the two Adivasi clans are genetically
distinct.

For the study, whole genomes of 35
wrban Sinhalese individuals and 19
individuals from two indigenous Adivasi
clans were sequenced. Of the 19 genomes
of Adivasi clans that were sequenced, five
were from among Interior Adivasi and 14
were from among Coastal Adivasi.

A genetic perspective

The sampling and data generation were
possible due to the outreach efforts of Sri
Lankan collaborator Rawandi
Ranasinghe, from the University of
Colombo. In addition, the whole genome
data of 35 Sri Lankan Tamils sampled in
the U.K., which were already sequenced
as part of the 1,000 Genomes Project,
were included in the analyses.

Sinhalese chromicles and previous
genetic studies had proposed that the
Sinhalese people had migrated from
northern or northwest India around 500
BCE, though their exact origins and
mlp)alury history are still debated. That

the speak an In

language, Sinhala, whose present-da'_v
distribution lies primarily in northern
India, further supported the idea of their
muigration from northern India. But the
current study contradicted the findings of
the previous studies from a genetic
perspective.

"The genetic ancestries and their
proportions in the Adivasi and Sinhalese
are most similar to Dravidian speaking
populations, which live in Southern India
today,” Niraj Rai of the Birbal Sahni
Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP),
Lucknow, and one of the corresponding
authars of the paper, told The Hindu.

"Even among South Indian
populations, we find that the Sinhalese
are genetically closest to those
communities that have higher
proportions of the so-called ASHar
Ancestral South Indian ancestry,”

tagh P at
the University of Chicago and a
comesponding author of the study, said.

“In comtrast to many North Indians,
these populations generally have lower
levels of a genetic ancestry related to
ancient groups from the Eurasian Steppe,
proposed to have carried Indo-European
languages into South Asia and that are
today spoken widely in northern regions
of India™

Genes and lnguistic affinities

But how does one reconcile the fact thar

the Sinhalese people speak a language

that is classified as Indo-European, which

today is spoken mostly in North India?
The authors explained that genes do

not reflect linguistic affinities and that

A map of Sri Lanka showing the majority ethnicity
Iy D5 Division according to the country's 2012
Census. Yellow: Indian Tamils; purple: Sinhalese;
green: Sri Lankan Moor; maroon: 5o Lankan Tamil;
white: 10 Fajority. DEFARTMENT OF CENSLS &
STATISTICE, 531 LANKA

CM

K

biological and cultural evolution can have
different trajectories. They have
speculated that this genetic-linguistic
discordance may have been caused by the
Sinhalese population having migrated
from somewhere in North India
geographically, but genetically speaking,
the migration may have come from a
group that resembles more South Indian
Dravidian speakers today.

An alternative explanation is that 2
small group of Sinhalese people, perhaps
representing the elite, might have
migrated to Sri Lanka and transmitted the
language but not the genes.

“1f the Sinhalese were derived from a
Morth Indian genetic cluster with higher
Steppe-relsted ancestry, mising had to
have happened with ASI populations to
dilute their genetic ancestries and pull
them genetically closer to South Indian
populations in our analyses. More
anthropological studies are needed ©
fully understand these differing genetic
and cultural affinities of the Sinhalese,”
Raghavan said.

Support from anthropological studies
The time of formation of the Sinhalese
genetic pool was dated in the study to
about 3,000 years ago, falling within the
range of dates displayed broadly by
Indian and other Sri Lankan populations
and around the time of the proposed
migration date of the Sinhalese in the
chronicles (500 BCE).

“The date our analysis reveals is
interesting. It implies that the Sinhalese
ancestors migrated to Sri Lanka fairly
close in time to the dynamic genetic
mixing events that were oceurring about
2,000-4,000 years ago in India that
created the ANI-ASI genetic spectrum we
see in today's populations,” Rai explained.
(AN stands for ‘ancestral north India’ and
ASI for *ancestral south Indian'.)

Sinhalese chronicles also say that when
the Sinhalese people migrated from India
o Sri Lanka about 3,000 years ago, the
Adivasi were already living in Sri Lanka.
This is also supported by anthropological
studies that propose that the Adivasi are
descended from early hunter-gatherers in
the region. The Adivasi are in fact
traditionally hunter-gatherers and the
Indigenous peoples of 5ri Lanka.

“At a broad scale, Adivasi today look
genetically very similar to the Sinhalese
and Sri Lankan Tamil, This must mean
that the Sinhalese, Sri Lankan Tamils, or
other groups migrating from South India
must have met the Adivasi, mixed with

- - \ > L .
Genes don't reflect linguistic affinities and biedogical and cultwral evedution can have different tragectories. Representative image. GETTY MAGES/ISTOCKFHITD

ee

The genetic ancesiries and their
proportons in the Adivasi and
Sinhalese are most similar o Dravidian
speaking populations, which live in
Southern India today

them heavily, and contributed to what is
the pmsent-day genetic structure of the
Adivasi,” Raghavan said.

The Sinhalese and the Adivasi are close
to each other and share broad-level
genetic similarities. On a finer-scale
demographic resolution, however, the
study found that the two Adivasi clans are
a bit different from the Sinhalese. The
Adivasi have slightly higher levels of
ancient hunter-gatherer ancestry than the
Sinhalese and the Sri Lankan Tamils, and
have maintained smaller population sizes
over the course of their history, both of
which support their traditional hunting
and gathering lfestyle.

The Adivasi genomes also display
signatures of e . which appear as
long stretches of DNA inherited from a
common ancestor. The study further
reported that a consequence of the kow
population size and endogamy is that the
genetic diversity among the Adivasi is
lower than that in the urban populations,
which may have an impact on their health
and disease statu:

While both Adruasl clans have
maintained lower population sizes
compared to the Sinhalese and Sri
Lankan Tamils, the authors found that the
Interior Adivasi clan seemed to have
undergone a stronger reduction in their
population size compared to the Coastal
Adivasi, leading to a greater loss of their
genetic diversity.

*We find the two Adivasi clans — the
Coastal Adivasi and the Interior Adivasi —
also have some differences in their genetic
ancestry arising due to distinct
pgeographic separation between them,”
Rai said.

This, according to Raghavan, indicated
that the Interior Adivasi clan must have
undergone stronger pressures, perhaps
societal or environmental, to keep the
population size kower compared to their
(Coastal counterparts. Explaining how the
two Adivasi clans are more similar to each
other, but still have genetic differences at
a fine scabe, she said that this basically
means at some point in time, due o
geagraphic separation, the genetic and

lifestyle attributes of the two clans started
to drift apart.

Capturing the population history
In fact, the fragmented nature of the
Adivasi clans also impacted the study
sampling strategy. While 35 individuals
representing the two large groups —
Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils - have
been included in the analyses, the
numbers for the two Adivasi populations
were small: five from among the interior
Adivasi and 14 from among the Coastal
Adivasi Though it would be ideal to keep
matched sample sizes of different
populations for genetic analyses, the
reason for including only small numbers
for the two Adivasi clans was because the
Adivasi communities today are very

ted.

*“Historical, anthropological, as well as
‘our genetic results all suggest that these
‘communities live in small sizes and
practice endogamy,” Raghavan said.
"Because of endogamy, a lot of these
individuals tend to be quite related to one
another. Having really high relatedness in
A group impacts the genetic analyses
because then everybody's going to look
like each other. So that’s why our sample
sizes were lower for the two Adivasi
clans”

Despite the number of individuals
representing the two Adivasi dans being
small, the researchers were able to
recapture the entire population history of
these two groups. The study was able to
address the questions that the researchers
set out to do despite the Adivasi sample
sizes being small, al:nm'dmgm Raghavan

“Since every i ual's genome is a
mosaic of their ancestor's genomes, even
a small number of individuals can
represent their population’s genetic
histories. Moreover, we didn’t find any
genetic outliers within the Adivasi dans.
50, all the sampled individuwals fit into the
model that we propose,” Rai clarified.

“This is the first time that
high-resolution genome data have been
sequenced from multiple populations in
Sri Lanka, including the Indigenous
Addivasi and urban Sinhalese, to
understand the deeply rooted ancestries
and their population histories,” Rai
ad

ded.

Broadly, the study has important
implications for how humans moved
across South Asia and highlights the high
degree of interconnectedness between
India and 5ri Lanka over millennia.
{prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in)

A photograph of a Sinhalese family, c. 1680 ms.
FUBLIC DOMAIR
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A greup of Adivasi men photograghed in SriLanka c. 1870-1904, PUELK DOMAN
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Moondust is
less harmful
than earth’s
dust — but
don't take a
deep breath

Priyali Prakash

You wake up, brush, shower, dress up,
grab breakfast, put on your shoes, and
step out. It's a new morning and the sun
is up, so you take a deep breath - and the
city air serves you a gross reminder of
why it’s become a terrible idea to take
deep breaths. Suddenly you're coughing,
tearing up, and sneezing. Your nose
rapidly becomes blocked.

This is perhaps the least of what city
dust does to the human body. The
particulate matber smaller than 2.5
micrometres, or PM2.5, in particular has
been linked to a variety of medical
conditions, including those affecting
newborns and reducing buman lifespan,

Unfortunately for you, even if you
move to a moon base in the future, you'd
be ill-advised to take a deep breath of
your cabin’s air if it has moondust
suspended in it.

According to a study published
recently in Life Sciences in Ehueeﬂaeu?cﬁ.
maoondust is less harmful than the
particulate matter we frequently
encounter on the earth. However, both
our urban dust and moondust seem
capable of damaging certain huing cells.

The study's authors, from institutes in
Macquarie Park, Sydney, and Ultimo in
Australia, used two laboratory-generated
versions of lunar dust - called LMS-1 and
LHSA, mimicking dust from the moon’s
mare and highland regions, respectively —
in their experiments.

Large particles firom LMS-1 and
LHS1 moondust were toxic at
high concentrations. Smaller
particles were less toxic to
bronchial cells than PM2.5

particles are known to be

During MASA's Apallo missions from
1969 to 1972, astronauts complained of
lunar dust sticking to their spacesuits and
irritating their eyes and lungs. Lunar dust
is statically charged, so it tends to stick to
surfaces the same way a balloon rubbed
against hair will cling to a wall right after.

The researchers used two groups of
cells to represent the bronchial and the
alvenlar parts of human lungs. The
bronchi transport air into the lungs while
the abveoli are the sacs where the air
exchanges mogrgen with the blood.

The researchers found that large
particles from both LMS-1and LHS-1
moondust were toxic and inflammatory
only at extremely high concentrations.
The smaller particles in both dust types
that a human could breathe deep into the
lungs were found to be less toxic to
bmm:hlal cells than PM2.5 particles on
thie earth are known to be.

This said, both the moondust simulants
and earth dust caused alveolar cells to
die.

The study is important because space
apencies like NASA in the US. and CNSA
in China are planning to send astromauts
tis the moon. NASA's Artemis Il mission is
currently scheduled for 2026 and will
carry four astronauts in a lunar flyby
mission as an early step to "longterm
return” to the natural satellite.

In future, as the human population on
the moon builds up, both engineers
designing and operating lunar habitats
and medical workers expected to attend
to the people inhabiting them will gain by
understanding how moondust affects the
human body.
(privali.prakashi@thehindu.co.in)
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Cabinet Opens Right
Growth Drawers

Two new schemes can push up productivity
Research Development and Innovation (RDD Scheme,
cleared earlier this week by the Union cabinet, is aimed
at nudging industry to ramp up research, accelerate de-
veloprment, and foster innovation in strategie and sunri-
s sectors, The offer of €1 lakhor risk capital is not tied 1o
outeomes. The scheme will need tobe monitored for pro-
gress inareas such as energy transition, biotech and Al,
Of particular importanceisthe ' Deep Tech' fund toacqu-
iretransformative technologles that is likely to draw pri-
vate capital into strategic areas, To the extent that the
scheme seeds an ecosystem of innovation, it will be con-
sidered a success, But results are unlikely to be uniform
across the target sectors,

The employment subsidy scheme draws justification
from benefits of connecting the target group to unsubsi-
dised employment. Work experience and income sup-
port enhances long-term employment
prospects much beyond duration of
thescheme, Thereare second-order ef-
focts on the expansion of small enter-
prises, the main creator of manufac-

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI /

Rising instances of foundation models going rogue should keep exorcists in businesses vigilant

Deliver Us From Alvil, Amen

}

8 GenAl use grows, founca-
tion models are advancing
rgriclly, driven by fberce com-
petition amang top develop-
e like OpenAl Google, Me-
e and Antheogie. Kach is vying fora
reputational edgeand business advan-
fnge in the rmee o Jead develogment,
This gives them a reputationl edg,
along with bovers o further grow their
biussiness fuster thin thair poars,
Foundation madels pewering Gen-
Al re making significant sirides. The
moat advanced — OpenAls o8 and
Anthropic's Clausde Opus 4 — exeel at
complex tishs such a8 sdvanced co-
:Ilm. and mmplm writing tnskes, arnd

turing jobs in India, The pr
has an easily identifiable outcome
the number of additional jobs creat-
e, The numbers being projected officlally are grossly
more than jobs being created in the formal economy, It al-
somatters at what point of the business cycle thescheme
is introduced, To gain traction, the employment subsidy
iy have to be extended beyond its original duration (re-
ad: beyond its original intention before elections).

T sum, though, the two schomos are a strong signal of
India‘sattempt toupskill and push up labour productivity
Alongside targeted PLIS to select industries, Gol is nud-
gingmanufacturingup the value chain, Indianeeds todri-
v the next wave of strategic innovation w become a glo-
bal manufacturing base, Industry must conststently grow
faster than the broader economy for equitable develop-
e, Along the way, it must reverse the trend of jobless
growth, Sunrise industries offeraclear pathway provided
adequate investments aremade in research and skilling.

Tap Indian Athletes
From the World

Like all poliey diligently thought up by policymakers, National
Sports Policy 2025, approved and released by the Union eabinet
on Wednesday, is also being pitched as a ‘gamechanger’, There
i much that could, indeed, change in the game ol Indian sports
i thecurtaing of intention match the carpet of implementa-
tiom, Broad strokes of’ encouragement and suggestions have
en provided to states to modify their existing sports policy
‘'withan eyeon 296 Olympics”, While most matters in the 20-pa-
e pol rment, starting with its titke, 'Khelo Bharat Nid
a5, Hll'lﬂl.‘k!l of Planning Commission-era enthuslasm, one
cancrete nudpge stands out; “Wherever feasible, 1 ing and

1o research prjects
m:l gemeriie the codebase far a new
siftware protodype with just £
abcleawd promipls, Thess m
chainofthought (CoT) roasoning, b
aking problems ivto smullee, manage-
e purts oo ‘reasan’ thedr way 6 an
opiirmal solution,

When you use models like of wnd
Clade Opus 4 o geoseae selutions
via ChmtGPT or
similar GenAlch-

ihods, you  see
-un.l\|:mhl.:-|r|h|p

lowns in acti-
o, a8 the funda-
tianmodel reports
interactivel
ousteome of each
atep it has taker and whae it will do
next. That's the theory anyway

WhileCo'T reasoming boosis Al sophe
istication, thesemodels kack the innae.
humaan ability to judgs whisther t;
outputs are rtional, safe

Ghouls n the machine

B I laviee My AL safisey firm Palisade
Research reported on X that OpenAls
oidmndel sabotaged a shastdown mech-
anigm —even when explicitly instue-
Dl v sl yoouesed! o b sl down'
* An April 2025 paper by Anthropde,
‘Heasoming Models Dan't Always Say
Wit They Think', shows. that Opus 4
and similar models can't alwiys be -
Liedd vapars oo ekl pepsart on thr
chains of reasan, This undermines
confidence inusing such reports to va-
lidate whedher the Al s acting cormeci-
ly o sadely

» A June 2008 paper by Apple, The Il

In May, OpenAl's 03 model
reportedly sabo a

own mechan
When explicitly InSIﬂJ(TEEI lD
“allow yourselr (o be shut down’

lusion of Thinking', questions wheth
or CoT methodologies truly enabile re
asoning. Through experiments, it
o] soame o these models” lim i
ons and situations where they ecperi-
un!rlmm:N!ulmxnllupm'.

Undike humans, they don't
onasly afseqs ||p{m:||rmlmm:d their
next stepd, As these advanced midels
At Ui wiy tosward a sobution, some
harver been observed (0o ke umexpectsd
aned even defiunt petions,

heriticalof foun-
dation nmlnls.uh-m.;.luulﬂishm oyffer
redense of these models indicates the
larttee's redative immatrity Under in
lemsas pressure b el in GenAl, com-
panies ik Anthropic and Openal are

eleasing thess models ai a point whe-

Innguage content and visuals generat-
lqlt'w|hm\]:nallulwum.ummmul-
nesa, Even sa, whilemaintaining disch
plirse b uipdearstand the M1 concepes

anewoukdn't want

Applying thess principles at 4L||Ju
aivion by lings Bsinesses m i A
wan b grverned and
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Measuring
True Success

muanagement approach
understanding and mitigacing risks
ansociated with Al use — helps crgani-
saitions benefit from Al while minimi-
sing chancesof it going wrong,
igation methods melade guand
ratla in a varsety of forms, evaluation-
contralled release of Al ser-

viees and inchidinga ho.

pin thess gaared
rails and eval-
uation mathe-

s need (o loesp
A

ot Jonst sameal’ thakr
notfully underseood.
“Thnt e wis First crossed in lnte 2,
whem OpenAl relaased ChitGPT, shit-
tevingpubilc perceptions of Alamdira-
nalorming the broader Al market. Un-
1l them, Hig Tech had been developing
LLMs and other GenAl toals, but were
hisieant o el et heam, wiry of unpre
dlbetable and uncantrollabis behmviour
Many nrgwe for o greater degre of
comiro] over the wiys in which these
madels avevel pased — seeking tensu-
mw standardisstion of model testing
sl |auhl|rmu=n |i’ the autcomes. of

vations such as CoT
rensaning, This is
capturing,

a challenge thit
will continually understanding
be foed a5 Al s and mitigating
further develop- plgks 3ssociatea
ol It's a good ex- with Al use help
armpls of new job grganisations
roles and ekt pamerit from Al
logy services be- i minimising
ing ereated with- naneaspf |t
ROING Wrong

in indlusery as Al

use becomes me-

T prevalent,
Such wnd Al controls

this wsting I's el
M||.<|\M"|Y.\‘lhl‘l‘tll‘l‘lll\li.|llﬂfl|0 -
ritises time to market over such deve-
lopment standards,
Wt choess s mean Sor industey for
Kis ink

areinereasingly becoming a board im-
perndive, given the current drive at an
executive level to transform business
using Al Risk frorm most AL Low, But
itis 1o assess and under-

fit from GenAl? This is an meredibly
power Tl and usefd tech that Hmllklnl.
algnificart ehargms io our wigs of wo
i anel, over thee el five years or so,
willTilaly transform many industries,
While | am continuly wowed as 1
e thase atvanced fourdation models
in work and research — bt not in my
writing — nlwaysusethem witha he-
althy dossal scopticism. Lt s no rust
thiem e always be corvect and b be
subversive. It's best to work with them
mecordingly making modifieations w
hoth prompts and sodebases, other

stnrsd this, Higher-risk !\.Imn still, at
timiss, b wirth prrsul Mllnquam—
prine Al povernance, i v
cantralled, mlnlimu immovated and
benedits achisved,

S W Ty il am ine
driven world, businesses o
mest fram Al will ba those that are ww-
areof its fallibilities as well as is huge
potenytind, wnd those thart innevide, bui-
d and dransfiorm with Al socordingdy

Tl wrirer is cheief dae seievania and
dsaaal of respunsible AL UK UST

TimetoWiden CSR’s PlayingField
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Nandan Kamath &
Desh Gavrav Sekhrl

prominent Indian-origin athleies 2 abroad may be encou-
raged wocome back and play for Indiaatthe
y international level, Al state sports bod ies

r should take thisup, to their svantage.
While the suggestion comes under the
Nehruvian subheadof "Peace& Internati-
Cooperation Activities through Sp-
\ tapping the diaspora is about upp-
img Imidia’s sporting bench strength on in-
ternational arenas, Since Oversens Ciiizen of India (OC1)
Tholders were excluded from rep ing Indin in 2008,

i Wednesidary, the Union cabine
£|}1|I1M(|Mll'l:ll'llll?i“(ll'l:! Prlicy 205,
O’ (e aspects the new palicy
elilveg irvto i e acknowledgement
that sporting development i oo
impartant o be Lelt 1o grvernment

it nu‘l“muluhu;m.mpl'lwuo -
tiom, 1 b el

omsat the Olympics, Paralympics,
Asiam Gumes, Asian Para Games and
Commonwealth Games.

Cn CSH row ook beyond medals

(88A) report, (‘alhnulﬁuﬂsm
Inddia: The First Decade’, wacks

miusche-building role. Green shoots of
innowation have come about with PPPsS
in Olisha amel Chhattisgarh, states

where CSR furds are helping build I-u

Honw e wdetermine our true
wrth? s i ower nime, Bame oo mo-
my\mumru'Jn-urn.aﬂwmiuJ-
Iy i theo ccrpaate workd, thse be-
come benchmarks, Promations
and tithes are seen as inclicators
al value, But what happers when
those tithes are o kanger attac-
il ti o Whisn you retire, slep
o o wilh wway, dops your
worth disappear with thea?
Trve worthdossnot e in what
s comfirved uporn
st i wheat Mows
your valees, integricy, easenoe,
Buddhn observed that sulfering
m:lsnmlhmummxlllu o but
theough underseancding and ot
tinggeal craving. The Bhagwad
Gitnechoes this, A person notdis
by by the incesannt fow of
dliaires pting pasce. Your wor-
th then, s nit in fubfilling endless
winrss but b transcending theem.
The Chandogyn Upanishad de
elres: Tt Tvam Asi
"Thit. You e not your poaition,
v lth o reputation, Youarea re-
Tection of deepor comse KUsnesEs,
esaenee of thecosmos, Your war-
thradintes from your baing,
“Your read vl ue |5 revended inthe
o your chioices, rust
p, el differemon you
others' lives. Aristotle
is purdaimonia, o stude
al e Bourishing barn fram
purpose and virtue, Hinduism,
to, reminds s that joy mqwxl-c
whemnshared, Your presence b
mes meaningful [
witseloam, humaili
<|:% e ulift. Titles face. Applau-
sedapsdown, Buta lifelived with
truth, ineegricy and quiet contri-
Duthan Jaives. alasting imprint.

(ﬂ |STEP UP TO
THE PLATE
Saint Peter
Syiney

Saint Peter rniahls.mmd like
achurch, but it's afinedining
.uummrunml-llanlmByﬂmy
T estiurnnt's name —and
h|'am!ln{. pliyson the Jupe-

s, 1t st ot a pat

um\:mllli:l-smllnnly L 8 o

ard et sport o play & desper rolis el sports il foster a spe hJohn Doey,

in naticnal development? A Jupe 305 et ard nurture enbent, 1s time for lhudullculu—fllunllmdcmal
Pacta-Sporis nnd Socsety Acceleraior coapdinmed and collabarative ecosys harving its black spoton
ey Inul(l!m.mwmummnl toreplacs it i e cosed by St Peter’s

tracks are thumbgring, Quite naturally,

Imluls.dumlnmutm||n(|n|=‘x||'|uuiu- t“p.l!-||n|x|su|mpluh(ll|\.l]1mJll\ every dishin this restaurmat

gort corporats HGs amd il sheesd NGO, even the dessert — has fish,

Withth berof oary i pindediod ! i mul\n: There's an added atcraction

piert ol any nation-baildling agenida, hearv g nearly choubiled Butwesen 2000 ||mm:|quuar:schmhplmnl 1‘h|=| anmum the provenance of

Sﬁu'l ‘s powercan haseen and dediver — and 2, peographic spread is peting thit Iy Lasted o
ar T 1. orginise themenn, | ook

oy devalogmental poals

|ru=n.lh||l.!mm !
i ioms i ligted]

ting everyday
][!"‘I.(mdlﬂ'ﬁml!}( I‘!I'I\« ing proventive
II\nLlh 1T,

[ETRTTTIY ||.IIW[‘(IIn|l m ].Ill'l.lll' ticket

Im\lw'u |!W||Ih|bl|.4 u\nll]mnl..

‘eneournging privite sector parti-

fioh,

iand inclusion.
Am-xpmxlmlll\l.al mandute for sports
CSRwill hedp it grow in the context of
IImeu lnrger ambition:

sipes, many
T uchides] st mlhml'[..'d!wan

andactivitios, pmmmqlhyuml
literney, suppoet sparts researel, and
furnil sports matidueions andeollibors-
tives that |ﬁlh‘|(E|D|II.IIhI'I!|-III.I|.(|

Tl Thit savid, the top 10

Matioml Spe uFund

tors tosports CST muake up over dot.
urllwmulnlnuum peal, w:IthI -
coand Tatn 5

(NSDF h:xuuf(l pliy |||uwau]ml|\

shepher-

1 thisaspiratio-
takes ona

Indighasunderplayed significantly. This s espeei e
in'potential’ sports like football,

With training and trainers/coaches no longer confined o
territorial notions of ‘India’, it makes litle sense to be conflin-
ing when itcomes twterritorial notions of ‘Indian’, At the lea-
gue level, paasport identities hive given way to dub identities,
whether in IPIL ol or l'w.-mm-l.ou.;.lm[nmlmll Bo,let's

renewed stand it the starting block.
Sport received F25060r in corporme
cantributions in the first decads of
(20042 Emergones of tyis
Tunding soures —although comgri-
singlat af CSRspend dusing the
|m=d husmlm‘ o] wiathyn ateady

e, lnrpe

ments
Amulti-di i — "

Ui (0 promote sport was B2 cr,
1 B fromm the previous yvear This is
mm‘]y 10 Since2004-15, i a CAGH of

ticm and longer furdingeyeles can
excpand the pieand lewvea lasting
imipact. This means looking bevanid

Iooverall — medal tatdes for afTirmationof spor-
iy 1, it nly ting progress. Ni sanid
ufmlall SH i Ay at 1 helpunlock

e 1healthears wking

Ilmlumnsl shres,

for s, A

dingthesports CSR moyement,
ingansd sharing diua, and mat-

chingecosysiem needs with corpor-
te funders. Funders can also consider
revisiting their impact and measure:
et s, and sugiparting mors
foundational projects

Inidia's journey msports CSR has
nulthupmmuimnnw.Wilh uuinn.

onst ekigh? A sali-amed-vinagar
King Goorge whiting, cut into
i ezl e aml seeved on

aourtaugh. uﬂmhmlndus
“melishy thist regreser

mlmu.llumqlms e n
varieties of Australian ayRers,
live seallops from Victoria's
1>m 1 Phillip Bay, two kindsof

target grels that
bl

¢ i spartiy

the'best Indian talent from acress th ¥ India,
Itahould alsoses India ‘catch’ a ‘talent" virusfrom such sports
Elobalisation at home,

Acool study finds ‘being cool shares
universal tralts across cultures

Why Its Cooler to Be
Cool Than to Be Good

i 1 has been idered hotin allcul  Butane-
Mimmmamal-aaundlmntudx‘cmmma published
in Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, what
constifules coolness is more or less universal, never mind

fleant boost through
Gel-supporied sehemies, CSH has been
instrumental in Indian contingents
achbsying thelr best-aver performan-

rcdidvas

SH years,
concentraied in Mahavashira, Karma-
taukea, Chclasha, Trmmil Machy and Dedhi,

which together mocounted for 6% of
sports CSR, This mirrors eations of

“Withafew excopitions, formal isation
el incluserialisation of spores will eed
nl |N‘ISIM|.M1N|1\ mmln{ Mui( sl

tem o Lhose mllll\;.nam(l itean build
avibrant, inclusive sporting culture,

The writersare co founders,
I Sacivty A :
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No One’s Afraid of an Oil Supply Jinx

Slﬂlm
Irlinn refiners didn'e panie during
tharecent lma-lsenel conflict They

bbby whien ulirn-Jow prices prompi-

el Gl v top up reserves. Just before

that, apetroleasm ministry official,

Trustrted atnot receiving funds, Imd
t finmin

arnment -c|m|x|1n|.a|uls|uuulu|mm-
cution, s

ry'sutate relinees. historically rel ani
ull sup-

ar L5 W

ingdeal, lhuum: s approach miy
el s.lmnu:l.nly Tircams brureansc -

if funds weeer't farthcomang, caver us
myight ns well be filled with water:
IndJuly 202, God partially commaerei-
il ised] SPR, 0% wis cpensd for lsnsing
o prrivne players, 2% could be raded,
antl 50% was reserved [or strategic
usis No minimum inumuwlmmm

artin. | the global oil ma-
Keet covier (e pnst el s reshaped
T Indlinn policymakess think about
supply rishs and emeegencies

T b fini; Inclia his mever fiveed a
erisislike the 16708 Arabeil embargo
againat the West. That shock led to

I g st

of theircr-
s froam just
2% decade ago — signalling greater
truat inedl ma reliakilitg
Caonfidenoe deepenesd alter the Ukra:
ine wi, when Russian oil contimeed
to veach [ndinn porisat discounted
s, Risksal shvipparg, msuranes and
annations wersalsorbed by Fussian

plisrs, now souros -5 %
e From the spot market

s litelovristh of mcritical chab
fln.lululluull'lmullluu the Straitof Hor-
lwn, Arsd with refiner-

culture, country or sehool. Very much unlike
Conlness, from Guadalajara and Gurgaon to Dantewnda
and Dunedin, does not ask you to be kind, it asks il your
AT disinterest. 'Everyone wants
to b eool, oo at least svoid the stigma of being uneoal, and
soclety needs cool people because they challenge nerms,
inspire change, and advance culture,” said one of the rese-
archers, whn-eemeddeinerataw COME ACTORE A8 cool,

Cool peaple and good peopl 't th But there are
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fore you say that here in India being good is cool, please
remember: Krishna is cool: Yudhishthis well, ha's just good,
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The state must enforee compliance of
regulations in the fireworks industry

n accident is, by definition, both unex-
pected and preventable. But the numer-
ous fireworks industry blasts that dot the
summer months with stunning regularity in the
firecracker manufacturing belt of Tamil Nadu in
Virudhunagar challenge this definition. A total of
25 people have died and 20 others injured in
wight sccidents that have occurred in the first six
maonths of 2025, According to official data, 17 ac-
cidents were reported in fireworks units in the
State in 2024 and claimed the lives of 52 people.
OF these, 42 people died in 12 sceidents in Virud-
hunagar, which has roughly 1,000 fireworks units
and 3,000 cracker shops. [n 2023, 79 workers
were killed in 27 accidents in the State, including
28 workers in 15 accidents in Virudhunagar. In
the latest episode, eight persons died and five
others were injured in an explosion at a fireworks
factory in Sattur, near Sivakasi this week. Preli-
minary reports said friction caused during the
process of filling chemicals that are used to make
special fireworks may have caused the explosion.
Investigations are on to pinpoint the exact cause.
But whatever the cause, there is unlikely to be
any new learning from this kind of post mortem.
Temperatures in the rather dry, hot belt of Vi-
rudhunagar often soar unbearably during the
day. It is also common knowledge that Arecracker
units store chemicals that are highly inflamma-
ble, and can ignite and burn easily when exposed
to an ignition source such as a spark, flame, or
high heat. And yet, unerringly, the summer
months, usually, have unfortunate accidents re-
sulting in the death or the disability of people
whao are already vulnerable, socially and eco-
nomically. While the laxity of manufacturers is
condemnahle, there is also a big role for the state
in regulating these fireworks units, since all of
them require a licence from the Petroleum and
Explosives Safety Organization to function. The
Explosives Rules, 2008, which govern fireworks
units, specify that packages containing explo-
sives shall not be allowed to remain in the sun or
exposed to excessive heat, and all due precaw-
tions ought to be taken to prevent accidents by
fire or explosion. Following the rules is essential
to retaining the licence to operate and mamufac-
ture explosives., Clearly, here is a situation where
the heft of the state can be utilised to ensure com:
pliance, but a better way of handling it is to in-
volve manufacturers in an effort to ensure there
are no further accidents, no further lives lost as a
result. Such cooperation has produced results in
the past in curbing the employment of child la-
bourers in the industry. It will now have to be lev:
eraged to save precious lives. A preventable tra-
gedy that repeats itself makes a farce of state
regulation and enforcement.

Rephasing global development finance

Global South has been showing a rising

trend for the last several years. India has

made consistent efforts to expand the
Facets of these engagements and has also almost
doubled the flow of quantum — from around $3
billion in 2010-11 to around §7 billion in 202324,
While capacity building programmes and the
initiatives for technology transfer and duty-free
access to India markets have been important
modalities of this engagement, the main
instrument has been the extension of lines of
credit (LoC) under the Indian Development and
Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).

If budgetary provisions for 202526 are any
indication, the red flag from the Ministry of
Finance on credit lines, as a modality of
engagement, is absolutely clear. At the G-20, India
expressed serious concemns over rising sovereign
debst levels across the Global South. During the
third Voice of Global South Summit (VoGS) in
2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi articulated
the concept of a Global Development Compact
(GDC), thereby implying a harmonious balance
between all the modalities of engagement with
the Global South. 1t is worth noting that there are
five modalities of engagement, viz., capacity
building, technology transfer, market access,
grants and concessional finance. This balanced
approach on modalities may be supplemented by
India by having wider and deeper partnerships
with countries that can work across thid
countries.

In this backdrop, under the modalities of
engagement, India has to refocus on LoCs as an
instrument of engagement. India was largely
borrowing from global capital markets and
providing the resources to the partner countries
at a concessional rate of interest. The difference
in the rates of interest was being absorbed by the
Government of India. With a rising global
liguidity crisis, such schemes have lost their
relevance as capital market predictability and the
repaying capabilities of partner countries have
become severely constrained. India should take

Full advantage of this new reality.

l ndia’s development cooperation with the

Shrinking ODA and debt crisis

The traditional official development assistance
(0DA) providers are going through their own
budgetary crisis while the partners of the Global
South have challenges in coping with the debt
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With
geopoliical
complexities
affecting global
development
finance, a
solution lies in
evolving a
mechanism of
pooling
resources with
like-minded
countries

crisis. With rising geopolitical complexities, the
flow of global development Anance in any case is
witnessing a profound decline. The collapse of
USAID and the decline of the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
have highlighted the emerging crisis in
development finance. The availability and
leveraging of resources have been hampered
further by the declining trend in ODA, which is
likely to be close to $97 billion. This proposed
slashing of foreign aid is a near 45% reduction
from the levels of ODA in 2023, which stood at
around $214 billion. At the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(DECD), its Development Assistance Committee
(DAC) has been an elite club for ODA providers,
dictating the terms and conditions for the
economic and political programmes for the
South.

Shrinkage in the resource flow is likely to affect
several development programmes, across least
developed economies, particularly at a time
when several of them are passing through an
unprecedented debt crisis. Over the last 20 years,
a series of overlapping crises and major
geopolitical and economic transformations have
reshaped the global finandial environment,
leaving marny developing countries struggling to
access funding. This has posed a risk to
development progress at risk and jeopardised
achievements,

The imvestment needed to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by 2030
has also surged from $2.5 trillion in 2015 to over
$4 trillion in 2024. Without a major increase in
financing, progress toward the SDGs (already
derailed by the COVID-9 pandemic and other
global shocks) will remain elusive.
Simultaneously, borrowing has become costlier
and less predictable.

fonale for t
A ray of hope JIB in the 'pDSSIbﬂlI.l}' nfevn]\u'\g a
new mechanism of pooling resources with
like-minded countries. The flows from the 19
non-DAC countries that report to the OECD rose
from $1.1 billion in 2000 to $17.7 billion in 2022,
Some of these countries such as Indonesia and
Brazil have evolved a rich global experience with
Japan and Germany of working in third countries.
Japan and Indonesia have worked together in
several Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) economies to implement development
projects. Similarly, Germany and Brazil have
worked together in Mozambique in multiple
development areas. Triangular Cooperation (TrC)
has emerged as a powerful mechanism to bridge
the divide between the Global North and the
Global South.

The beauty of the TrC is that it brings together
a traditional donor from the Global North, a
pivotal country from the Global South, and a
partner country {often from the Global South),
creating inclusive platforms for shared learning,
mutual respect and the co-creation of solutions
tailored to local needs. Comprehensive TrC data
s still being compiled at the global stage.
However, the efficacy and the success of the
model has been well established. Some
preliminary data collection suggests TrC to be
between $670 million to $1.1 billion.

Partnerships with results

The TrC: has shown that addressing physical
infrastructure can advance social progress. For
instance, improving regional energy grids
expands digital connectivity and provides access
to opportunities in education and health. In this
oontext, in 2022, Germany and India signed a
Joint Declaration of Intent on the implementation
of TriC projects in third countries {during the
sizth India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations), with a focus on Africa, Asia, and
Latin America. Since then, TrC projects are being
implemented in several countries which include
Cameroon, Ghana and Malawi in Africa, and in
Peru in Latin America.

These offer clear examples as to how to
rephase global development finance in a manner
that ensures assured and efficacious outcomes in
a cost-effective manner. Engagement in TrC was
further emphasised during India's G20
presidency, with expanded collaborations
involving countries such as Germany, the United
States, the United Kingdom, the European Union,
and France. These partnerships span a variety of
sectors and modalities, from grant-based projects
to investment-driven initiatives such as the Global
Innovation Partnership (GIP) with the UK. These
efforts illustrate how leveraging technical,
financial, and human resources can deliver
results in third countries.

The views expressed are personal

Integrating compassion, prioritising palliative care

l n Indu millions Endure unnacessary

making it
pd.ll]a[l\lE care into its health-care system.
Palliative care plays a crucial role in providing
comfort and ensuring dignity to those navigating
terminal conditions. Despite its proven impact,
lliative care remains critically underfunded and

Away from the edge
The incineration of toxic waste from the
Bhopal tr: took time and effort
T he Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control

Board has confirmed that officials had in-

cinerated 337 tonnes of toxic waste
moved to a private waste treatment facility in
Pithampur from the defunct Union Carbide facil
ity in Bhopal. The event closes a single, but im-
portant, chapter in the sordid history of the 1984
Bhopal disaster, the state response to which
pushed the city and its people to the edge. The
successful incineration is illustrative in that it de-
manded interventions from the Madhya Pradesh
High Court, the Supreme Court of India, and the
Union Environment Ministry, among other stake-
holders, over more than a decade. In the end, the
State povernment was able to arrange for the
waste to be safely disposed of - including an out-
reach exercise to assuage public anxiety over the
emissions — within six months at a cost of 7126
crore. Evidently the means have always existed;
the political initiative to effect them has been
wanting. This is an important detail: waste, once
it has entered the environment, has a tendency
to be converted to different forms; it seldom goes
away. The toxic waste incinerated thus far has
vielded more than 800 tonnes of ash and residue
that officials will have to landfill in a scientific
manner. Like solid waste landfills around the
country, this new facility will require regular up-
keep, monitoring, and funds of its own. The site
of the Union Carbide plant also retains several
more tonnes of contaminated soil and other ha-
zardous artefacts, plus contaminated subsurface
resources in the area.

Crucially, much of the impetus for positive
change in the matter, including waste removal,
has come from victims' families, survivors, and
activists rather than from the state. Survivors'
groups have filed petitions arguing that deaths
and injuries continue to be unden:uum-zd and
that they are owed inflation-adjusted
Since the Supreme Court dosed the door on the
curative route, also in dispute is whether a new
valuation of losses can be forced on The Dow
Chemical Company, notwithstanding the fact
that it remains a proclaimed offender. Long-term
surveillance has been patchy, with activists and
survivors alleging that the advisory committee
appainted by the top court has met only sporad-
ically and that local hospitals continue to suffer a
shortage of specialist medical workers to attend
to survivors. In the final analysis, Dow must ac-
count for all remediation activities. Both the State
and the Centre must close pending settlement
claims and attend on a selfmotivated basis tw the
survivors” well-being, if required with the assis-
tance of a new statutory body to unify health, re-
lief, and remediation goals. Ultimately, the fami-
lies must be able to move on.

]

underutilised in India, leaving millions without
the support that they desperately need.

Palliative care, which is a form of specialised
care addressing a person's physical, emaotional,
social and spiritual needs, remains a critical, yet
underappreciated, component of health care.
Unlike curative treatment that is aimed at
eradicating disease, palliative care focuses on
alleviating pain, reducing suffering, and
improving quality of life - for patients and their
families.

According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), an estimated 40 million people globally
require palliative care each year, with 78% of
them living in low and middledncome countries.
However, only 14% of those in need receive such
care. In India, where an estimated seven million
to 10 million people require palliative care
anmully, only 1%2% have access wo it. This gap
underscores the urgency for systernic
imtervention and policy prioritisation.

The demand for palliative care is increasing
constantly due to the global rise in
non-communicable diseases such as cancer,
diabetes and chronic respiratory conditions.
India’s health-care system, which is already
strained, faces increasing pressure, making it
essential to integrate palliative care to reduce
unnecessary hospitalisations and ease the
emotional and financial burden on families,

The challenges in India
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This fiorm of
specialised care
remains

disadvantaged populations. Each year,
approximately 7.2 million Indians need palliative
care, yet systemic inefficiencies hinder its
effective delivery.

One of the primary barriers is the shortage of
trained professionals. Many doctors lack
specialised training in palliative care, Hmiting
their ability to provide comprehensive pain
management and end-oflife care. While India's
doctor-population ratio of 1:834, surpasses the
WHO recommended norm of 11000, the
availability of medical practitioners specialising in
palliative care is disproportionately low.

Limited funding and lack of proper
infrastructure further exacerbate the challenges.
While palliative care is included in the primary
health sector, its integration into tertiary care
remains incomplete. Additionally, public
awareness of palliative care remains limited,
leading to misconceptions and late-stage access to
these critical services.

Linking it with medical education
Strengthening the capacity of doctors to deliver
this care, particularly in underserved regions, is
imperative. In order to equip medical
professionals with the skills and the empathy
required to address end-of-life care, integrating
palliative care into the core MBBS curriculum is
crucial. The projects on pain and palliative care
by the Indian Council of Medical Research and
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
exemplify gradual progress in this area.

Given the limited availability of palliative care
specialists, task-shifting (deleg;
responsibilities to trained allied health-care
workers) emenges as a vigble solution.

India has a huge base of 34.33 lakh registered
nursing personned and 13 lakh allied health-care
professionals, Empowering this workforce
through targeted training can help bridge the
gap, ensuring holistic care, particularly in rural
areas and underserved regions.

Policymakers must recognise the longterm
benzﬁlsolirwesting in palliative care, from

improving patient outcomes to reducing the
overall burden on the health-care system.

Governments should allocate dedicated funding
for palliative care programmes, ensuring that
public and private health-care facilities are
equipped with the necessary infrastructure,

Insurance schemes such as Ayushman Bharat
should expand coverage to include palliative care,
mking these services more financially accessible
to patients and families. Partnerships with
non-governmental organisations and private
nstitutions can also accelerate the expansion of
these facilities.

Raising public awareness

Public awareness campaigns can demystify
palliative care and encourage early access to
services. Many patients and families are unaware
that palliative care extends beyond end-of-life
support and includes pain management,
psychological support, and improved quality of
life at any stage of a serious illness. Educating
communities about these benefits can drive
demand and policy changes.

The United States has a well-established
palliative care system that is driven by robust
funding mechanisms, insurance coverage, and
hospice care models. Maost importantly, in the
LS., there is an emphasis on end-of-lite care,
which involves substantial and progressively
rising health-care expenditures — an indication of
how robust funding and insurance systems
support comprehensive, patient-centered care,
offering a model that India can learn from while
balancing costs and dignity.

India can study and adapt these practices
while considering its unique cultural,
demographic and economic context. Continuous
research and the adoption of evidence-based
practices are essential for improving care delivery
and patient outcomes.

Integrating palliative care into Indias
health-care framework has become inevitable. A
multi-pronged approach of prioritising capacity
building, embedding palliative care in medical
Edul:dtI.OIL empcrwermg allied health

and add systernic ok
can transform the landscape of end-of life care in
the country.

The inclusion of palliative care in the National underfunded
Health Policy of 2017 in India marked a pivotal and

step in a:ld.r_Es$mg the gap. S_ubsequent efforts in underutiiised in
capacity building, community outreach and Indla, leavin
collaboration with global organisations have s s &
fostered growth in this field. However, even millions without
today, access remains uneven, especially in rural the support
areas, and primarily among economically they need
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Safety is a forgotten word The government There is hardly any
Back-to-back fire departments concerned

explosions, in a
pharmaceutical unit near
Hyderabad and in a cracker
unit near Sivakasi, pose a
common question. Were
these premises constructed
to manufacture
pharmaceuticals and
firacrackers, respectively, or
were the constructions
improvised or converted to
suit the requirements?
Explosions in cracker units
seem to be recurring
accidents.

V. Lakshmanan,
Tirupur, Tarnil Nadu

must inspect factory
premises at frequent
intervals. Any
non-compliance with safety
rules should result in heavy
fines and even the
suspension of operations.
The focus seems to be on
making profits using cheap
labour and curtailing
expenditure on safety. India
needs to follow standard
operating procedures when
it comes to safety — as it is
in the developed world.

K. Chellappan,
Seattle, 5.

information on whether
precautionary and safety
measures were in effect at
the sites in Telangana and
Tamil Nadu. The victims.
hailed from the lower strata
of society. When will India
start to value its human
resources?

C.G. Kuriakose,
Kethamangalam, Kerala

The accident in Tamil Nadu,
just a day after an explosion
at a plant in Telangana,
exemplifies the bitter reality
— of unending
compromises made by

industrial and commercial
enterprises in the country in
ensuring a safe workplace
for millions of workers. That
a majority of them are
unarganised, with no say in
the matter, and are
struggling to survive, makes
it even sadder. All directives
about improving safety
appear to evaporate as
quickly as the ink used to
print them.

Kamal Laddha,

Bengaluru

Interrogation and training
That abhorrent incidents
such as custodial torture

and death continue to ocour
in this digital era, when
there is significant
awareness of human rights
among various sections of
society, are a matter of
serigus concern. No law
permits the adoption of
third degree methods or
high-handedness in respect
of an investigation by the
law enforcement agency in
a civilised society. What one
can infer from the case of
custodial torture in
Sivaganga, Tamil Madu, is
the lack of interactions,

officials . All the ranks need
to be exposed to the
nuances of law and order
and scientific methods of
investigation through
sensitisation, refreshar
courses and workshops and
seminars at regular
intervals. The process of
interrogation should be
transparent and undertaken
under the personal
supervision of higher
officials.

V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai
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Congress douses crisis
in Karnataka, for now

hrewing crisis of confidence in the chief minister of Karnataka

has been papered over hi the Congress Party. Siddaramaiah will

mllnue m Jm chair while hoping to beat in January 2026 the

of Devraj Urs as the longeet serving CM of the state even as

hlwdeputy D]( 'i‘hlvakumnr toas I:hepnrl;' line in acquiescing to the high
command’s desire to not rock the boat n

MNational pnlll:lc,alpart]ewt’the {almh ﬂ\rnaatlc and non-family variety in
the world's most populous country are not known to encourage internal
democracy. That tradition of the high command taking all decisions has
run kmﬁst in the national Congress which now rules in the three states of
Karnataka, Telangana and Himachal Pradesh.

It was known that a majority of 135 MLAs, elected under the leadership
of Siddaramaiah, who came over from the JD(8), and Shivakumar, had
been plumping for a change at the top with the deputy CM DES to take
over. They are known to have expressed the hellm! Ihat re-glection three
vears from now might be a challenge because of the image of carruption
around the government having built up to a large extent.

When cornered over the aﬂumrn&gmemm}e‘:tmpl?m }'[n E‘iis wi[le's

Siddaramalah, a name, the o ntly offered to give

leader from the
backward classes,
stays rewarded for
heading the drive
to bring the
Congress back to
power in 2023 in a
large southern

the land back and this was accepted as if noth-
ing had taken place in favoured distribution of
government property. However,

ddaramaiah’s personal predicament at that
time was only a tip of the ||:ebelielflhenpmmn
of some Congress MLAS is to be believed,

The push for change in the top post may have
bean grnpe]]eﬂ by anxiety over the next
Assembly elections in the state, but the high
cnmmsnd s decisions and its choice of top lead-

ﬁ'esh conf

Air power flourishes amid
icts worldwide

Pakistan has emerged as
a pivotal player in the
escalating strategic rivalry

arship have invariably been thrust u states. | o 5
state — at least The stronger the party leader, the lesser the Trump's use of the with the Hoeing Lockheed oo miad a_nd iy
for now freedom in the lanka of the Congress Party, B-2 to 'destroy’ Iran's cansortium in 2015 De-  US, leveraging its geo-
i of dlinbduiiaat lI\hIchlat various times had had to deal with the "'\l }l” it was for the ]::;pmenl J:H':ealzdaﬁﬂ;] graphic position, nuclear
problem of dissidents gaining voice. nuke sites . " " .

In fact, it was ironic that the Congress president, Mallikarjun Kharge, Bhattachary benefit of the B-21 fnme extensive flight tests. 5“’1“5' and mineral wealth.
who is also from Karnataka and is to be considered a member of the high atacnary Ralder manufacturers. s expected date of induc  China's Belt and Road
command privy to its decision making, should say that the high command The US Alr Force plans tion into the US Alr Force I8 jqumstments aim to secure
wuuﬁ &‘:ccl'd.dee Maybe, he should have said that the "highest command" to deploy 145 B-21 mlrjum Al e e a direct trade routa to tha
woul lane's [l arld’s = ]

The Congress representative, sent to handle the issue of a body of opin- Raiders, and for Aireraft 242025 says Arabian Sea and cement
ion building up against the incumbent, was to say his job was only to take MNorthrop Grumman it the future NG B-21 Raider is Beijing’s regional foot-
stock of the work of MLAs in the state. But then, as far as hierarchical Iy four years  Pahalgam, lasted just four  gpglly profits of over priced at $6d million per iing 9
structures go in national parties, these envoys have little voice in such ago, the Am-  daysand ended in a ceasefire $80 billion, unit in 2016, Ifs0, by thetime  hold. In response, the US
issues if the high command has already taken the call . erican  retreat on May 10, the critical . it flies combat missicns, can has strengthened military

With earlier reports of power-sharing by rotation between the two being from Afghanis- importance of air power its cost be Jess than $650 mil- y
discounted, Siddaramaiah. a leader from the backward c]a!se! 5ta;5 tan, beginning  instantly re-surfaced. India’s lion per aircraft? C and intelligence ties with

rewarded for heading the drive to bring the Congress back to power in 2023
in a large southern state — at least for now. He might still be a ]cm[: shot
when it comes to leading the campaign for re-election in the state as his
deputy DES, as KPCC chief, heads the party wing.

Will ELI create new jobs?

he Union Cabinet's &) al for a new initiative — the Employment
Linked Incentive (ELL) Scheme — to boost employment generation in
the manufacturing sector through the transfer of direct benefit (DBT)

Ensls the seriousness that the Narendra Modi government accords to the
reation in the country.
he ELI scheme will benafit bath the emr]cl_we and the employer. Under
this scheme, the first-time employees will get one month's wage (up to
15,000 in two talmmls While one m!lal
ment — £7,500 — will id after six
servies, the second n!t.n iment will be paid anaer
12 months of service and completion of a finan-
clal literacy amme through a deferred pay-
ment in the mrura fixed ﬂegnm e
’I‘heemFl.oyerulll et monetary benefits to the
extent of 10 per cent of the new employes's
manthly EPF w es (basic pay and DA) with a

ployer will

recruit a new

worker if he or she

sees a need for the

new resource. This

money could have
been

August 15, 301 with its com-
batants fying out of Kabal's
n airbase, came as a
mmk to Western arms
manufactiurers. The end of a
long war in a distant land
after almost 20 years sig-
a loaming recession
and the loss of prafits for the
U5 arms imdustry.
Providentially, however,
the good times returned
within just six months, with
Russian President Viadimir
Pultln nnle'rlng a "special
militar ration
ing nm’;hnb'\):leunng Lﬂm
with the West poised to rush
ta its deferce. Then came the
horrific Hamas tervovist
attack on lsrael an October T,
0, prompting a brutal

Lebanan. As canflicts con-
tinued and live fronts saw

calibrated and caleulated
‘counter-terror aps, foou:
an statie ground targets
through air assaults as any
land operathons would have
resull an unacceptahle
number of body bags. India
adroitly used high Ve
ammuniticn from air,
targeting only accuratel
Ldeg es L 'I‘hem:ﬁy
aof alnla\uud\ed precision
ided munitions even hit
ground units of the rival
military. The Pakistanis too
did what they could with its
fighters, What drew atten-
tion, however, was its use of

bombs  delivered by the
nlnelv used  Bog
mman (NG) B-2A Spir

weu nsJI

While

dalmed :nltlaﬂ} all three
sites were “completely ablis-
erated”, it kater emerged that
while the was exten-
sive and may have set Iran's
nuclear programme back by
manths, it was not hulnuv
wiped out. So wh}

p Act a8 he di Dldﬂ|e
US and Lsra!l really believe
that one sortie of seven B-2A
wml]ﬁler see the end gf Iran's
e nme?

The Ugw

the horizon™ (BTH) indus-
missile try 8 a multi-billion-dollar
The fourday conflict saw  basiness. Which industrial
deployment of New Delhls lobiby o would try
French and Russian fi fior & quick end of the eneny
Islamahad's U8, — whether [ran, Hamas,

and Chinese air assets. The
pm point accuracy of target

maximum | xed at €3,000 for two
The scheme, nhlchna!almnunmﬂ in the Union

employed If it had

Budget 202425, would be applicable for jobs cre- been used for
ated between August 1, m’rand Fuly 1, 2027, It peopl
ha! an outlay ofu%"u'g Adh o b |I'I'Ipl'u;|l:lnmwl?

ﬁu of the scheme Is Invsrl.ably ambi-
tlnus asuming an entry-level job in the manufacturing sector gets a day
wage of 8500 or monthly wages of 215,000 as per the Minimum Wages Act,
the emp]u; er will get a henefit of £1,500 for each new job created. It would
be naive on the ge of the government to expect that an industrialist would
create a new job merely for the povernment dole. An employer will recruit
a new worker if he or she sees a need for the new resource. This money
could have been ctively employed if it had been used for improving
people's employability by investing in education or skill development.

THE ASIAN AGE

Hoaissns Mivime K. Sumsie
Fer Priner & Pukier

T A Ak efflcn 1 kscated ot

Sew Eilbsl: brwaiuaeal Nk Nttoeal Yoath Coain, 219 Dorn Duyal Upsdbyay Marg, Sew Daki 1 10002 Phors:

om bared

destr
and in the air, the evalving
tactical sifuations ensured a
eady flow of profits o the
\v\n'ens‘lj}vs arms P;‘;Enr The
defenee and defence bud,g!ts
af Europe moamed. and
US floarished moss.

While the “good times" for
land-war weapans, drones,
air-launched missiles and
rockets began February 2022

with the Moscow I(:rl\- [
fict in Eurape, “better
times" arvived in May and
June HeS for arms mer-
chants, with two fresh con-
flicts in Asia, where the

deplayment of ai
assets, especially drones,
enhanced ‘tihe rale  and
i air AV
MMmmu a
windfall gain, as # months
after the end of USled
Afghan war, there was a
fresh opportunity for the

n and hits by

Indian aivcraft stood out

The counter air assault also

came throu hinese wea-

5, but India’s joint Brah-
Fiosand S0

air
systems did commendable
offensive targeting of airbas-
&5 and destructiom of two U8
F-16, two Swedish SAAB air-
borme warning and contral
system (AWACS) aircraft,
and ome Chinese-Pakistani

.]P-I'.If’dt.no. 'T‘h;:s. n?cls:;ln
u‘uu Lnruet ng 1 the
ir brought bec

an' i tlomln
power wle lm

A!memm ine and
Gaza simmered, the sudden
assault by the Israeli Air

an Shia Iran's strate-

gic assets, including its
sites, on June 13 left

the emn'e world  rattled.
later, on June

2 Pnasld!nt Donald Trump

Ukraine, Russia, Houthi,

this heoming. lucrative mar-

1o the B2 seen over Iran, the
B-21 is half the size of the B2
and there is "provision for
nuclear and largesize con-
ventional bombs and pay-
loads for intedligence, sur-
veillance, reconnaissance,
electronic  attack".
her 2, 2002 the B2l
bomber was unveiled before
a restricted audience at
Palmdale, Califoenia, and so
far, Australia is the sale for-
el coundry to be offeved the
‘high-tech bomber.
e reality is that it will
take at least six mare
for the B2l ta be deploved
for any combat mission.
'Il' ) the bmbaw“ ]
imprave future combat capa-
h:lﬁkm"mmm
war" situations of the B2
aver difficult and dangerous
combat ambience. The real-
time signature of the long
range NG B2 bomber will he
red for future aircraft
in an mcreasi difficult
and Testricted Zist century
WAL M.
Learning tn improve via
actual cgl“;\bal cmpdum‘nns s

Pakistan. Meanwhile, Teh-
ran cautiously engages
Islamabad despite sectar-
ian tensions, while Mos-
cow seeks renewed rele-
vance in the region
through arms and energy
cooperation. In this high-
stakes contest, Pakistan is
both a beneficiary and a
battleground.

Amarjeet Kumar

Hazaribagh

WHOSE ‘WELFARE™?

‘THE RECENT passage of the Welfare
Hill may appear as a political victory,
hut at what cost to principle and peo-
? The last-minute reversals and
internal rebellion hely a government
more concerned with headlines than
humanity. Welfare reforms should
uplift the vulnerable, not burden
Ihem Yel compromises made to
ts passage raise questions

abuut hs u'ue intent. Have 3: traded
T I

Imcwnﬁ malam
the enemy. The mare the
memlzs and the longer the
wars, the more the prafits for
American  and allied
Western companies. That's
just economics.

The halfhour bombin

mission aof the NG B
Spirit must be seen in this
light. The B-24 is an "old*
machine, no I.cuger in
duction. “First
1060-1 produeed §
NN, |t}|asuerucel|ﬁ.=n¢’ﬁ
years, and will be out by
Bp2". A total of 21 were con-
structed, and today 20 are in
operatian.

The MG B-2A Sprit has a

infinitely pr
things by CAD [mmpmzel
idefﬂesgm or simulator
aperations to train to fight
wars. President Trump's use
af the B2 to "destroy” Iran's
nuchear sites was essentially
for the benefit of the B-21
Raider's mamufacturers. The
US Air Foree pl.nnslnﬂe'plov
Ids B&l Raiders, and for
Grumman it
pmﬂl! uf over $80 bi
Growing cash for
Examns earned in mmbal
u%u_znﬂ!! may thus be
couniries as well as
ﬂmrru]e(s

lead-

hip m.esn! benﬂmg ‘T pressure,
Ihm the public deserves hetter.
Welfare is not just policy, it's a
promise of dignity. Parliament must
remember that.

Rabbani
Mumbai

AGE OF FRAUDS

DIGITAL INDIA has undoubtedly
helped the penﬁl.e of India in maktng

life smoother

has also bmuylt nug m Emud.
which has led many, dleseclal.ly senior
citizens, 1o be swin out of their
entire life savings. The cous is mostly

) Bz
arad Privied oo bl of ared e

¥ lecran Chrerieln Hakfirgn Lirsiiel Jamaturial Noies Natksaal Yonh Cerire, 219 Deon Dayal Upstrpay baeg, New

3 Lir, C8, Secu ], eds 201341

Devi Kar

Living in unrul

times: How lac

of discipline can
prove very costly

20
e, i, ek 2, Blirabets Hoame, 38 York Basd Landon, 561 70)

ba

is & widespread complaint that children
today are generally unruly, hadl

It doesn't stop there: they s cannot say “no”
to thedr offspri Chlldmn ust have to ask and
their every 5 fulfilled. We s are
aware we aren't qu.almed to give pmndlhg
adviee; but we dare not even comment on chil-
dren's bad behaviour to their parents. Mot

would thi
deaf ears. "My child can

an of today's parents,
Penfle are eomlimad disciplining slnppui w:lh

West to enhance defence

condlict, which fallowed the
terrorist attack in JEK's

took America directly into
husmrinF heights. the war, striking at Irans
ile the India-Pakistan Fordo, [sfahan and Natane
nuckear sites with deep-pene-
tration  “bunker-buster”

derogatory and ic terms have been given to
styles D?gverplgﬂve parenting, 9u|:||gaa hedi-
enpler lawn mower and snowpl

grandparents remember their pavents leay-
I.ngmel.rlm hmudol’cl\ilmvenb?dwh'own
devices. had a loose family structure with
informal rules and children grew up within this
broad framework without much

The writer is an afummnus on the victims themselves. The
successor-in-waiting: the B- of the National Defence  lack of arvests and convictions males
21 Raider  longrani » New Defhi anda  many of those who have been cheated
bomber. Conceived ¥ life member of the  feel that dwr were better off without
214, the US government Aeranautical Society of  Digital Indi;
wve the contract doe to its  India. The views expressed Anthony Henriques
pwer price in here are pa L Mumbai
mndmrmﬂ:emenl’ llnl.ngaamldem We keep payi ng‘lh.ecmmmehrkn(ﬂjncr
The cutcome is a fragile, unrul m&m pline in our ives. Chronic of
reason for the lack Ipbnelndul regulations, violation of traffic rules and disre-

curriculum does not include education in cit-

nent through which our young are enabled to
bemme nnt%‘uly proud cm
respansible global citizens as well. It is one
ﬂ-m foster palrhtlsm and commemorate the
freadom fighters, and quite
another to ﬂwelnp a considerate and participa-
tive generation who w‘lllcmm‘lhm to am:l.e‘ty in
a memlny'nl manmer. ldren learm to

als, wﬂml ra too have :Imlg 1
attempting to discipline their students as

of parents and sol “mq)ehn" is
sengitive children are fvely impacted if
dealt wh.h harshly. Unfortunately, term

3&17 instructions, m&: , pati
ing and und.tagubed ing are
mies now used to get children to comply.

It is universally accepted that there is no sl
ﬂ:lnml]a for pammlu In the 1960s, psychal
e&niﬁe eemahlsndlggod‘
auth per

missive. Eleanor Maccol
Stanford University
named “uninvolved".

a ﬂnuniL whbch
Meanwhile, inform.

mn]mlﬁ & parents over-indulgent?
Oria:llheyjuutwhhmhemm‘“ ver, it
i= aventually by all, that ground rules
and clear boundaries are necessary to bring up
stable, responsible and well-beha ren
wha will become future citizens and leaders.
Faulty parenting, however, isn't the only rea-
son why young people lack ine today.
There are other factors whidlc% o lhﬁ
School is the most important place, after
where children develnp values, habits and atti:
tudes. But alas, schoolteachers today have severe
limitations on their power and abi 'Iymﬂisci-
ne and instil a sense of right an
hoal authorities, particularly in ulhnnschmla
have to be accountable for any corvective mea-
sure introduced or even the language used by a

hm m ml taught the
baslu wahnhmheamhelxw-abddmg citizens
wha will not sccept misuse of power and misrule
an{gawrm\enlhnwmmmdisaemh:s
ined manner.
The overarching cause of the reign of indisci-
pline in the world today is perhaps the shameful
e of our narcissistic political leaders as
well as the pathetic absence of role models
ammmehereiehmluunrch:ldlmlmkupm
icons and actors. They can see that the
leaders of today violate rales and democra-
tI.c nunvendnna with impunity on the one hand,
andembmcepowranﬂumpnwronnmnﬂm
Why are we surprised that our children are
ing a sense of brash entitle-
mt""l‘:l!ywitnesa hwﬂw mﬂllsd“vll's'tan
ugly term) in om'mmbdm and they inber-
nalise what v see A something they should
aspire to ar em! 4

gard of laws (that have been constituted for the
smoath l'nmlanmﬁ:( institutbons), lead to gen-
eral chans, aveidable accidents and loss of lives.
Ignorance of appropriate behaviour in public
spwealeaﬂlnmmpeduwhlleﬂveneﬂmdm
drills cause unnecessary injuries and deaths in
ﬂnmnln{sﬂmhmn}(h?m me]xnnedcm
struction of build disregard for pul
wperwaﬂdmmemlaa'yotwrﬂnﬂylmyel
wetoasto(bemgnne of the top economies of the

Imieed we are living in strange times when the
world seems to be in a perpetual state of chaos

many young Euwm whao
realise — when it is too late — that their children
are beyond their control. The word “eontrol” is
today, trony many rs, here
and e]sy:[mm are controlling citizens' lives
‘with impunity.
It is time to wark for a better world. For this, we
woould in serious ind
about the nature ¥ parenting and
try to bring back respect for order and discipline
in our daily lives.

The writer is a veteran schoal educator based
in Kolkata



