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Ukraine’s fate up in air as
Trump berates Zelenskyy

the biggest diplomatic blowout in the history of modern democracles,

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy m:
thrown to the wolves at his door, In a show of

have filt that he Is hm
and victim-blam

ddent Donald Trump seemed 1o take the avatar of & censorious scl
headmaster ticking off his favourite pupil,
At the end of a niusty session at The Oval office in the White House, Mr Zelenskyy

wan reduced to o supplicant cray

On the rebound, Mr
ister

Keir Starmer outside 1 ]xmnmw

the support he needed to
This

returned to power, No workd

keep
lnz of %.mn;m of American power and u

fnr US suppart against the big bad wolf Russ;
fruithul nmvttm“ with the Beitish peime min
0 wies promised o loan, mnd
the Invader Viadmir Putin's mnp- ot bay,
ition of the princ
run in several dramas \-l«)dn umv mp
has gane into o meet| mp with any

g{:ﬂ nllnmnﬂbhmhwmdlhn Inmulnhnwa(bmlhmnkvm expression
mnﬂnn of who s:vmknd such LY umlmu dllplny of hnllllt)' it :n propos.

terous that the chara

have crdered the press corps in while nx:h acrucial m«vllna

The fracas Inside
the White House
was ultimately
blamed on the

mlrymdmdn'l your
war was on at The Oval office exoept on w-rnnl
dent's oxpross orders? [t seemed too much ke a
planned verbal attack on the Ukrainlan Prosident
‘who his never hit it off with Trump,

The fracas inside the White House was ultimately

blamed on the reporters for asking leading questions
on security guarantees for Ulceaine ¥ it were to
aceopt & consefire with Russia, In the end, there was

more ammunition to support the conclusion
that Trump s leaning too far towards Russia and

L.dho ':mﬂwn
on security

Ukraine If it were to UknlmMI:m«m sacrificed at the altar of
squations.
accept a coasefire 7mlmy)- bare the brunt of the assault as Trump

Russia yed his natural role as the disruptive, overbearing
ﬁ:ﬂw who will stop at nothing to steal an advantage
mndul from friend or foe, A beleaguered Ukradnian President may have had anly
inerals to offer in return for $175 billion that the US has supported the lnvnhl
Ukrllm to cope with the war, That deal has gone south now even If Zelenskyy
hoping against hope that he can hrlna Trump around by dangling minerals wim
out an apalogy for not expressing sufficknt m\mudc to US and Tramp,
I'hn Trump ern [ s a throwback to imperinl times when the monarchs woukl
mand deference and expect genuflection in umrmun wnhmxnhunmwul
mr the nioeties of international diplomacy or the need to negotiate to being about
pence between warring nations. The bl«mls.m oars adter Workd War [ ended,
there s so much talk of World War 11l rather than uuw-ynnmnvbrm the
vary peace that Trump said would be achieved In woeks of his
Burope cannot come up with the deop strike armaments ar match the scale of US
ald o mppm\ an ally. And yot nations are com! up with moral wpynﬂ and

money as they know too wi mwlhﬂmvmnhnﬁd since January 20
and that IML propare to live with a new w p would be too
happy to disrupt the current one. Zelenskyy s cnuuhl in an unenviable

position between the invasion and war on one side and a reluctant main ally on the

Get ready for a long, hot summer

h the summer aﬂ'u‘ull nning on Muvh 1, India will endure &
tough time for the mt i days with peak demand for power and
witer loud |

ng to Climate change, deforestation and con-
crotisation of citles are ludma 1o rising temperatures, making summers
unbearnble without electricity systems,

The government is mnclpmnu arecord peak power demand of 270 glgawatts
(GW) this summer, as agalnst provious summes's demand of around 250
GW. Similarly, several states of the peninsular India — especially the central
high! nd Deccan platean — which are dependent on rainded rivers will
face acute water shortages.

Though the Central and state governments have boen taking measures to

meet the power and water demand, they are at best short term and do not
address the real problem in a sustainable manner.

For instance, the governments are confident of meeting the power demand by

making power plants function at maximum capacitios. However, 75 per cent of
India‘s power & generated b; coalfired plants, which worsen climato change
and Incresse tem tures, \mlllrlv. the ‘m PETINEnt pamps out groundwa
tor to meot the higher water t taking any steps to recharge
oundwater in the rainy mwm Inmnn water to drain into the sea. Either of
Is not sustainable,
An nnl.lym of data from the Natlonal Load Dispatch Centre shows that
i poaks mouly hntmn 6490 pm and 1130 pm, prmwnnb!y
hmuuu of lghting and from il and house-
hold segments, One way o( managing powes demand could be lmplmwmlm "
daylight-saving model in the country. An early start of lhn&y and early going
o would save severnl thousands of megawatts of pows

The Centre should grant additional funds to states to mmu.rm builders to
opt for groen housing concepts through incentives like walving permit fee or
open spice restrictions,

Stmilarly, the government nhmud help the states in Implnmmlm the Master
Plan For Artificial Rech. Sentral Ground
Water Board, which mcnmmamud VArOUS Witys n( mhnnnru: groundwater
through institutional mechanisms.

Subhani

HE WANTS IS MEAL.
To BE FULLOF METAIY
AND MINERAL&

Making things isn’t just
about making money

Sanjayovacha

Allhdm

Oliver  Stone's
movie Wall Street,
capturing the reck-
loss 1960s8' spirit of

king money with

money inn ing stock

market and through finan

chal innovation and woese,

at a thwe when American

manufhcturing was belng

by imports from

Lum e and Japan, the

fnuhll mm Carl

th has a question for his
fet-richquick son Bud,

“Stop for the easy

huch ﬁvmtmnr Warns,
i

Croate, nnmdtllmnnuﬂ
the bu‘vmu and selling of

Yuum Bud has little
time for such fatherly
admonttion. “What | see Is
a Joalous okd machinist
who cant stand the fact

down by his son's youthful
arrogunce, father  Carl
rvpllot “What you see Is a

ple bom, #o to speak, with

gxld spoon in thelr mo-
uth, seemed content man-
aging  thelr  Onancial
inheritance rather than

producing something
mm

“I would Jove to see this
mruﬂ«m be hunm for
succoss and
tional huulmlm ' k
wrote, worrying about a
tendency amo
members of bus| famj-
Lies to “take the easy way"
of managing !hmll)' ulﬂm
and Investmonts. Few
into bulldlnu world: ruu

t:vvn ul(mklromnﬂl
created n buxz in board

mtdd.lnclul young people
who get o degree in
5lmur1u| have, for sev-
gonerations now, gone
on to seek a degroe In man
agement or flnance and sat
at desks managing maney
rather than work on the
shop floor  managing
production,
ralned caste and
class divisions of our soch
oty at large also dzlhmd
success in business, [
‘illm hands on the nhop
loor was not the route to

rooms, Harsh Goenka of nml sucoess, When
the RPG G launched  Japan's Swrukd arrived in
yot another missile. Stop  India and made managers
criticlsing N.R. Narayana 0 ac officos wear the same
Murthy of Infosys nndyﬂ.N. ey outfits that foremen
Submhmanyam of LAT on the shop floor wore,
for that Indlans were  ruised

should work longer hours
and start doing at least half
the work they still do,
admonished Goenka,

These young million-

y a
man’s success by the size
of his wallet!"

“That's  because you

“Boy, if that's the wiy you
foel, 1 must have done a
really lousy job as a
futher"

Last woek two highly
business oy

rut pen to paper to warn
the sclons of ndian busi-
noss families that far too
busy

alros ri:
ving fancy cars and holi
daying In exotic places
“would never survive
oven a week of (thelr) gru-

schedude... Instend

wmeng the hol pollol.
These social attitudes
have had an lmpact on the
larger story of Indian man
ufscturing. When desk
Jobs in fromt of computer
scrvens in the wervices
industry began offering
better remuneration than
factory-based jobs in man-

ﬂﬂln‘] ufacturing, the whiz kids
kg up theix soeves  from [ITs and [IMs and the
and sweating it out in the  forelgn-returne ones
trenches of business and  fuelled the service sector
Imlunry. they are busy  boom, once again leav!
trading, nd ing be L
running fumily offices. adequate talent.
a reminded |hn N mnnqw mnu'f:;mr
r 1o

hrnn how an mrllu omer-

fon of business families
cxwlnd thelr c)nldrm o
begin work at the bottom
of the manufacturing
pyramid, managing peo-

l\'n tluw to
That is why mdulu-\-.l oo

tres came
soctor ll’\d

in the
-m-lns::.rlmh fvate

attracted the better

el bocause those jobs nm
also city and metro based,
Who wants to be in
Aurangabud 1f one can be
in Mumbal? Even indus-
trial activity N mov-
ing closer to urban con-
tres, adding to the problem
of urban pollution, Taken
together, the incentive to
dirty one's hands and get
into the making of things
has been outwelghed by
the far more seductive
incentives of mnklnﬂ
maney sitting at o desk,
not reclining on a sofu.

A mix of cultural att)
tudes, the Inp betwoen the
qunmv of 1ife in metros as

psed to ndustrial loca:
tlons and the gaps in remu-
neration  for  different
types of managerial work
production, marketing
and finance — have all
combined to make manu-
facturing a last option for
gainful employment. No
wonder India lags in man

)
On 'ﬁum the onse of

travel 0 India and
financial  centres like
Sty k, not

to mention London and
Zurich, has also seduced
the wealthy uwnr from
managing  home based
production to  offshore
management  of  funds,
Indeed, aftor the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebl) permitted
online board meetings and
with improved connectivi
ty Indian CEOs find they
cun run thelr businesses at
home living overseas.
The social and cultural
gnp between mummr and
worker has rein
forced by the uhlmv of
AXOCULIVES t0 NOW MANIge
factory and finance lml.m
comfortably in more hos-
pitable locations. [n the
u:"n Wi nlx-cumm in
multinational corporn-
tlons that ran thelr over
seas business from thelr
home country. Today even

LETTERS

LAW NEEDS TEETH

It is a matter of crying
shame that in spite of
snowfall and avalanche
alerts since Feb. 24, labour-
ers working on a stretch of
the road to Badrinath
Dham had not been evacu-
ated on time. Four days
went by but no action was
taken to bring those
labourers to a safer place.
As a result, some labourers
were killed and many went
missing when the avalanch-
es hit on Feb. 28. This indi-
cates a total apathy tow-
ards the safety of labour-
ers. Now, who will be ac-
countable for playing with
0 many lives? India needs
stringent labour laws and
their strict implementation.
Sujit De
Kolkata

DANGEROUS AXIS

THE RRECENT standoff botween
Presidents  Donald ~ Trump  and
V«Mymyr Zedennkyy 15 n cause for
concern regard; "1:13 futwre of US
assistance o Ukraine. While Kyiv bat-
lln l!unnn -uu-lm a withdrawal
support would be cata-

nmvm: Will Europe step in to fill the
ip, or will Ukraine's opposition col-
without strong US support? The

stakes are higher than for Ukraine
alone, posing a threat to global democ-

rutle stability,
Anshu Bharti
Begusaral

LEAVE ANIMALS OUT

n‘BVlRYlAblhuoul politiclans
hrlm bhmvkn lnlmnln
into thel e Dghts,
Uttr l‘r:duh Mlty-nalh wukrafnn
plgs and vultures as 1if they wore the
wwmmmlnlholl\kllwwm
ture each antmal and
with a prarpose in mind and o
(hlnkdnnfrnbvmm-nuwm
than a cuckoo of
ook 18 ridiculous, This conoept ufhlgh
and low Is found only in humnn belngs;
never in the animal kingdom. Vultures

many of them wero ple, managing -:;‘:é;lun, soctor (kl\ommnmul Indian business persons — ad p h-wnnimpommp-mnﬂly
merely managing maney  creat toand soll-  incentives for locating  are able to run their Indla  in the cyele. Great concerns have
THE ASIAN AGE rather than making some-  ing them. Not just go out  manufscturing contres in - business from overseas.  been mmmwmmmmm
e————————— lhin“ wm‘ nm maney. for a working lunch with  backward districts meant  And, i it's only about man- — gists about the dwindling umber of vk
Jm k, the banker, unmveumnm mnnmnn that many industries came  aging money, then who (mumdmc(‘Mwuuld surprised o
Katmem Mwvm R Somia was the fiest to speak his  look and up far away from the needs anything more than v that pork is the most consumed
_— Ll mind. Warning that, what  then nv ng off rur the  major metros. An earlier 4 laptop and a mobile  meat in the
oo Awan A offen b bsied o John Maynard Keynes  weel some hot spot  generation of business per-  phone. Henriques
e Dl Jussrnartal Nebew Notbsnal Yorush Corrmm, 210 Dres Daysl Upadvyuy Margs New Db 11002 Phine called, the “animal lptrm or witering hole, sons and managers learnt Mumbal
Ll RO ulhln"ln “;o were &Thn Kuuk‘(‘ud-n:nh'pm k':ul‘kiva tmv';cmx city and The writer is an author, 500 for the best letter of the
e et i e BT RO . v next unm own b8 should draw atten-  the distant factory. a former newspaper edi-
U SIS Miefoch Ao ¥ Momons Yl Cure 0 P et Upnliyny Mg P tion of business persons,  ton to a langer malaise  The urban based ser and i to Primo b, g%)&E'l‘l\‘:i.lymm
P Laniben Cuibimarsh Lid. W Fiwe. o 2. biumbes Howws, 30 Yiek Rl Limdon, S8 750 Kotak is concerned that  that is not just confined to  vices and financial sectors Ministor Manmohan e . ®
BN Hegiobwton mavdber. 372004 welleducated young peo-  the wealthy young. Even  quite  understandably Singh aslanage.letters@gmail.com,
londors. can only have liltempored discussions &nnh—own‘gltnn o fancy dress and make- still remains, after five cen-
(with US Vice- about land ~ whether it Isx Canada, or  up. To make M‘mmmmy—h {d the fu te wright for the
o side role a8 Panama or or minerals in Ukraine, sakd she had woken up in Hertford after a British in the w-m:ima
Kishwar Desai inos AMy«mchMntlmlmm'm mental health erisis and found a deep connection  We have now three plays of his to wateh, all run-
bt d .3 el the  the meeting with Nato and the EU taking  with the entire Wallace Collection. ikng at the same time with d t
mﬂhmﬁnwﬂln-nﬂwm l&nu]:un:-mmmmma e M
was may 50 1t was not difficult for Grayson Perry Hamiet, the classic tragoedy.
London Diary come from & warorn country — but heused tobe  As the US codes the ethical leadership space — it rocrvate her. Tulk about {he Titasic,an of coures theredore et In 1012, and
fuced  could be the UK that leads the world out of this ~ The show opens on March 20, " the entire action takes place In one
going  mess, with Sir Kedr Starmer, a marked contrast (dh&k&imhtayﬁwlﬂ"uupuu than spread over wooks. This is by Royal
h.rb with i coal perwons, ut the helm, now and then, There be around Shakespeare Company at Stratford Avaon,
o pantings from the collection of five thousand on  Shakespeare’ home town, The tickets for thiy are
. . . samehow get out of there with his dignity intact, Wallaos Colloction I8 & treasure howse of — display. a1 L300, even some crities sadd it left
Can Bntaln n at Many would have been reminded of the David and vmmun-wkh'l‘wm, and WI'AMWMHW with a sinking
Goliath . ﬂumym artisty, It 1 channel the spixit of Al At the Theatre n Lane we have an
’ n:.fwmwm.mmwn(hnrnhr wasa e mh&r-“lmﬂmm or even Shakespenre! Interesting idoa! nlmnum;lw vt’ninn Mxm
anthhero croated by Chardle — uss ertford o irocted o
Trump's expense? BEimrsroattes Hhe ¥ MRREIE TS e i SIS L ST e
may have come without o sult — but his ondinary  descondants. ble to arrive at Ki CrossSt Pancras hearts.
D . visage made him the common man the world can  Sir Grayson Perry (s Turner Prize winning allway station and get on the Kurostar for I s playing at the Bridge Theatre, at
Dontﬂ ' Rlde the Kontify with. So ' Charlie" goos (o the  artist who Is fumous for cross dressing in woman' — a smooth, no-hasske ride to Parls while a good  London ~ with the lead role played by
. White House' might make a really film if s clothes) was asked to prepare an exhibition,  catering service looks after Flying is becom-  Jonathan ", Jnst soen in Bridgerton.
not %o serlous, So be gots kicked out  “Deluslons of Grandeur”, the Wallace Ing more and more di it with Jong security But are there some similaritios we soo today —
4 of the White House — cut to being welcomed by Callection stadf, He has his own art  quoves and the need 0 go an howr or more in - with Richard I thinking he s boen to rule even
urostar to S Sir Ker Starmor at 10 Downing Srvet n thonext  pleces Selcte works taken from the  advance, and thus the (rains are smooth and  though o country with his policie?
existing collection. comfortable. Homummam, ..
Alroady it Is acase of Amerion versus — But he faoed a challenge in the curation as he  Now the rall can take you further into
the Rest of the aver the vexed issue of  sakl he did not love much of what be saw intheold  Europe If you with other destinations, so Kishwar Desal is a an award winning
Ukrasne. One worries that MAGA will soon stand  collection, wmmmmmwm.m author and columnist, She is also
ummmum.m.nm hmrhmm,mdmdhhww-w ride on the Eurorall. No o put on your safe- mcwranumnkmu in
tonal country s now belng reduced to one taking on the fictional identity of an artist Shirley  ty belts. tsar and Delhl.
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hy does India always
- 1 ~ dothe opposite of

Growth niggles e
world is doing? There
are altogether too

Economy on track, but global headwinds a bother many examples now to be ignored as

random aberrations.
Ilegar_dlun o{ \!"hﬂhﬂ it's polmu.‘

reports of the economy being in dire straits

are perhaps exaggerated. The second advance
estimates of growth for FY25 point to an economy that
is growing below potential, but not in crisis. The IMF
has affirmed India’s macroeconomic stability by
projecting 6.5 per cent growth in FY26, with retail
inflation projected to be under control.

T o paraphrase or possibly distort Mark Twain,

A major feature of the data released late
last week is the projection of a vast
imp ntind d cond
second half of FY2S5. There has been
considerable worry in recent months over
feeble demand conditions, particularly in
urban India. The recent repo rate cut, tax
concessions in the Budget and relaxation by
the RBI of curbs on lending to Non-Banking
Financial Companies and microfinance are
aimed at boosting demand. Now, GDP growth
is expected to jump from an average of 6.1 per
cent in the first three quarters to 7.6 per cent
in the fourth quarter to arrive at an FY25
growth rate of 6.5 per cent. This will be
achieved by a spurt in private consumption
growth from 6.8 per cent in the first three
quarters to 9.9 per cent in the fourth. Chief
Economic Advisor V Anantha Nageswaran
has referred to the Mahakumbh giving the
economy a consumption-led boost. The
question is whether this anticipated
turnaround sparks off a revival of private
investment. An important variable is the
unstable external economic environment.

The second advance estimates have revised
nominal growth upwards for FY2S5 from 9.7
per cent to 9.9 per cent and real growth from
6.4 per cent to 6.5 per cent. This would lower
the fiscal deficit ratio and create elbow room
to lift public spending. Government spending
isup just 3.8 per cent this fiscal, against 8.1
per cent in FY24. The growth estimates for
FY23 and FY24 have been revised upwards
from 7 per cent to 7.6 per cent, and 8.2 per
cent t0 9.2 per cent, respectively - perhaps on
account of a deflator adjustment. Asa
post-Covid feature, agriculture has held up
with a projected growth of 4.6 per cent for
this fiscal, while manufacturing sputters
along at 4.3 per cent. Services growth has
been stable at just over 7 per cent, in keeping
with the trend. The sectoral composition of
growth raises concerns over transferring the
workforce from low productivity rural
occupations to better jobs.

Adip in capital formation growth from 8.8
per cent in FY24 10 6.1 per cent this fiscal is
expected to reverse in FY26; the general
elections this fiscal would have stayed
investment decisions. Corporate earnings
data do not provide major clues in this regard.
A Bank of Baroda analysis of Q3 results of
nearly 1,900 companies points toa
deceleration in both sales and profits growth
— but it would seem far-fetched to draw
either dismal or sanguine conclusions.
Finally, the script for fiscal and monetary
policy is to act in tandem to boost income,
savings and investment. However, India’s
growth remains subject to global headwinds
whipped up across the Atlantic.

sover the

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

or
relations, India nm’r‘ly always does the
opposite. Not just that. It insists it is

ight.

Take the latest and most egregious
example. Just when the others are
rolling back welfare schemes or
reforming them, India is expanding
them, never mind reforming the existing
ones, The political consensus here is the
opposite of what it is elsewhere, never
mind the fiscal consequences.

In exactly the same way, when others
liberalise their financial, product and
labour markets, we do the opposite. As
50 many market experts have repeatedly
said our markets are amongst the least
liberalised.

When others follow a low tariffs
regime in international trade, we follow
a high tariffs one. And vice versa. When
others look to join large trade groups we
prefer bilateral ones.

At the WTO in the late 1980s and
early 1990s we were Nfusln&m sign the
services agreement when others were.
We signed in the end on unfavourable
terms,

Where others look to increase the
scale of factory output is, we start
making production units smaller. We
give them fancy names but the effect is
always the same: low productivity and
efficiency.

RULES, NOT COMPLIED

When others make as few rules possible
o govern economic activity, we make
hundreds. When others follow those few
rules, we do it only in the breach. We call
these compliances that are never
complied with fully.

Or take resource allocation. When
others were leaving it to the forces of
supply and demand, we chose centrally
directed allocation via the Five-Year
plans. Now when the rest of the world is
talking of industrial policy, we are sitting
back and leaving resource allocation to
chance.

And tax policy. Other countries tax
everyone. In India only 8 million out of
lation of 1,400 million people file
returns. Not just that. Over haif file zero

/ b i

India’s obsession with

ot
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being contrarian

In politics, economics and foreign policy, India believes in doing things differently.

returns. Other countries have just one
VAT or GST rate. We have six. Their
rates are reasonable and
understandable. Ours are neither.

India used to use environmentally
friendly packaging like jute or paper
when the others were using plastics.
Now they are giving up plastics and we
have taken to it in a massive way. The
same thing has happened with
handicrafts also.

Itis possible to go on with these
examples, But the point is clear: we are
contra-minded in the extreme. And this
tendency isn’t confined to the economy.

We are contra-minded
in the extreme. And this
tendency isn't confined
to the economy. It can
be seen in foreign policy,
public administration,
technology, you name it

Most often, it has hurt us

It can be seen in foreign policy, public
administration, technology, you name it.
We revel in doing it differently, never
mind that it mostly doesn't work.

Take, quite randomly, our nuclear
policy. When the rest of the world was
signing the non- proliferation treaty we,
quite rightly, refused to sign it. We also
refused to sij test

Orthe justice system. Others believe
in speedy disposal of litigation. We
believe inthe opposite, [t's not
deliberate. It just is. That's how the
system s set up. Then we have our
Constitution. Everyone swears by it but
it's been amended over 110 times. In
contrast, the US Constitution has been

ded only 33 times, the Australian

nth A,
ban treaty’ wfncn all others were signing
it. These were two of the very few

decisions that have worked well for us.

GOVT WORK PRIVILEGED
And public administration. In other
the lower by tends

Constitution eight times, the Irish
Constitution 33 times and France about
30 amendments,

Or even language. When others, like
even France, Japan and China, accept
English as a necessary tool and skill of
we say no, let it be Hindi.

to be honest. Here it's the other way
round. In other countries people don't
want to work for the government. But
here we have made government service
highly lucrative and p ible. We need

Why, we even drive on the left. Only
77 others, tiny British colonial vestiges,
do it. The rest, 178, drive on the right.

One must, in the end, ask if this

alot more babus but don't have them.
That makes for longer service time per
person who needs the service and
therefore greater scope for bribery as
speed money,

for does any harm,
In most cases, no. But in some, yesit
does make a difference. Wisdom lies in
being able to tell one from the other.
We are different there as well. We
aren'table to,

Patent filing: India takes promising strides

China is still the global leader; India must further improve its R&D spend and patent processing efficiency

J— . o 4 8 Emerging areas like micro-structural
 Saranya Devi Global rankings in intellectual property filings and i toclogyalis suowed
S Rajamohan Patents, trademarks, and industrial designs Total filings (Resident + Abroad) Eﬁmm. w.hllc China’s dndr:xln‘?wmin w
ings continues to grow, develop
he World Intellectual Property oo ey S R—— nations like Germany and the UK hold
I Organization (WIPO) recently e Glabelrank ot Global rask et Gk competitive positions, particularlyin
released its annual report ==~ industrial designs and high-tech sectors.
highlighting global trends in intellectual China 1642582 1 MITAT3 1 882,509 1 Germany ranked third globally in
operty (IP) filings for 2023. With 3.55 E———— — industrial design filings (64,986),
zlllll,ton"ypnrm a n“?cmnm filed sam 2 m 1 o 1 reflecting its f‘gc':u ungad\‘anu\i
worldwide, marking a 2.7 per cent Jpan LA 3 34969 10 u 9 facturing and surface technology
increase over 2022 (wipo.nt), China has — — India's challenge lies in leveraging its
emerged asa dominant force in the [P Germany 33,140 ] 441310 5 64.985 3 1P growth to enhance global
landscape. - e competitiveness. Experts suggest
C)\lri\l;m retained its position as the " ~e . econiand ' i d strv::td)wnmg vcwmm and il
global leader, accounting for the highest Russian Federation B4 n 543,692 k) ) 1 development (R&D) initiatives,
number of filings across patents (1.64 ————— improving patent processing efficiency,
million), trademarks (7.4 million), and India 64510 6 496,326 4 26966 10 :ng fostering collaboration between
industrial designs (882,809). This surge ST NPT el ey Jot st academia and industry.
reflects its robust investment in The report underscores the critical
technology-driven sectors like electrical  sixth ;klnballyz Asignificant increase of WIPO's report attributed the global role of intellectual property in driving
machinery, telecommunications, digital 8,734 filings compared to 2022, which growth in patent filings to increased innovation and economic growth
i and comp de the country’s growing ppli from key i Idwid
technology and so on. emphasis on innovation and As countries like India continue to
The US followed as the second-Jargest  technological development. India also GLOBAL TRENDS climb the ranks, the global 1P landscape
contributor, with 5,18,791 patent secured the fourth spot in trademark China led the charge with 57,830 is set to become more diverse and
applications and 8,49,951 trademark filings (4,96,326) and tenth in ind I dd 1fil d to 2022, competitive. For innovators, securing

filings, demonstrating its strong
foothold in medical technology,
semiconductors, and biotechnology.

J ranked third globally in patents,
-;mJtl?U filings, while also excelling
in advanced materials technology.

INDIA RISING
India made notable strides in 2023, filing
64,510 patent applications and ranking

design filings (26,966).

“India’s rise in inteflectual property
filings reflects its emerging ecosystem of
innovation and entreprencurship,” said
an officlal from the Indian Patent Office.
The growth spans diverse sectors,

luding I'T methods for managy
chemical engineering, food chemistry,
and environmental technology and so
on.

followed by South Korea (+15,628), the
US (+12,682), Japan (+9,040), and India
(+8,734). While resident filings rose by
4.9 per cent, non-resident filings sawa
digﬁfd«hm of 2.2 per cent (wipo.int).
Key technological fields such as
electrical machinery, digital
communication, and IT methods for

i for a signifi

portion of filings.

patents, trademarks, and industrial
designs remains a cornerstone of staying
ahead in an increasingly
knowledge-driven global economy.

Saranya s Assistant Professor. Department of Avation
Management, AX Calege of Arts and Science.
Colmbatore; Rajamohan is Former Ragistrar e &
Serior Professor & Director, Alagappa st tute of
Managerment, Aagappa University, Karakud|
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Agay Seth, Secretary, Department
of Econormic Affairs w

choice. Weh major fiscal decisions
Iooming, all eyes are now on North
Block for the firal word.

It's not too often that a top regulator
exits without so much as a bouquet,
aspeech,or even a kikewarm round
of applause. But Madhabi Puri Buch,
India’s first woman SEBI chief,
wrapped up her tenure wih...wel, a
ghost farewell Employees

Political twistin TN

Tamil Nadu has been dogged by
workers unrest in Seperumbudur, a
theiving automobile and electronics
industries cluster. Heading the
workers' cause i CPI(M)-affilated
CITU. A fetle bird suspects that CITU
has become active in the State and is
espousing the cause of workers
more vigorously since CRI(M) is
planning to quit the OMK-led IN.OJ.

assurance that Tami Nacks and other
southern States won't lose a single
seat in the upcoming delimiation
exercise may sound comforting but
the real game is in the numbers.
While seats may nat be sashed, the
potential increase in northern States
could dilute the South’s poltical
weight.

The equation is simple: No seat loss
doesn't mean no pawer loss.

compete with each ather from the
comfart of their affice to buy bad
loans from lenders. 8t on February
28, it was a different ballgame for 11
ARCs. The theme of the
champicnship was “Spot it Treat it
Beat it” for raising awareness about

breast cancer.

advice
The Drug Cantroller General of india
had some very sage achice for the

SN Ajay Sethas Finance Secy?  reportediysighed inrelief s she left Alliance Adifferent pitch pharmaceutical industry.
NN T The carridors of power are rifewith  the bulding — except that she didnt  With actor Vigay floating hispartyto  Employees of the hrancial system’s Urging industry to be driven by
speculation — Ajay Seth the evenvisk the office on her kst day! contest the 2026 State Assembly scrap merchants — the Asset quality and not just profitability, he
- sharp-witted Secretary of Economic Inacorporate world where even elections, CPI(M) could switch over Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) told a gathering of top
Affairs, is the tobe pe  CEOs get golden to hus side with a few ather parties d spirit chthe
designated as the next Firance parachutes and grand farewells, this  suchas VCK and, perhaps, the on the Turf (at the Andheri Sport pharmaceutical ndustry gathered in
Secretary Narmally, the senior-most  isa rare sight No cake, no farewsl] Cangress. Complex, Mumbai) by participating  Mumba, to follow “Saraswati®, and
secretary in the Finance Ministry mug with “Best Boss Ever” printed Afttle bird says probably, the CM(M) i the maiden Inter ARC Cricket thae “Lawmi” would follow — i ather
@ assumes the caveted title. on & Justaquiet departure,almost  is feeling the pulse of the people in Championship, which was put words, to stick with quality research
A1987 batch IAS ofhcer from the like she left a Whatshpp group chat the State together by th of ARCs ¢, 35 the profits would
Karnataka cadre, Seth's expertise in But s ano-nonsense performershe  Stenith ninda folow in turn
economic affairs makes Nmanatural  was not aming 3t popularity, amyway.  Horme Minister Amit Sha's Usually, these emplayees vigorously  Our Bureaus
Pubrished by akshen; by Media Lid. Plat Na A, Udyeg Vihar, Greater Nolda Distt Gatam Budh Nagar, LLP.281305, an beha of THO PUBLISHING PVT.LTD. 2 Editor: Raghuwe resparsidle for Act). E5N 7] 5
cp esel NO-hOE
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Busting myths with flair

Understanding the game of investing

BOOK REVIEW,

evina Mehra's bold take

on the world of investi

comes as a breath of fres
air. She does not shy away from
challenging the status quo on
“Investing’. And she does it witha
lot of flair!

Her book Money, Myths and
Mantras Is a testament to that,
The writing is ing and
democratic, making complex
financial ns easi
Mllm’:d?‘l;le o ndet range of
audience,

The book facilitates reader
comprehension, with each
chapter structured in the form of
standalone essays. But don't let
the textbook structure of the
book fool you. It is as enjoyable as
it can get,

The author’s core mantra
seems to be ‘Data is Supreme! She
takes Utmost care to ensure that
her claims are backed up by cold,
hard data. She brings in this
catchy acronym called SCCARS

Title: Money, Myths And
Mantras: The Ultimate
Investment Guide
Author: Devina Mehaa
Publisher: Penguin
Price: 1399

and investor to think critically
and develop strategles tallored to
their unique circumstances.
In the book’s take on risk

management, the author

sises that it Is important to
avold big and disastrous mistakes
In investing, while accepting that
some mistakes are inevitable, The
book provides guidance on how to
minimise risks and to learn from
common investment mistakes,

Runtime norms for entrepreneurs

A guidebook that bridges the gap between technical brilliance and business acumen

Success brings with itachange in

BOOK REVIEW, perspective —and this s invariably
different for each one In the founding
8 Narayanaswamy team, Thus starts the beginnings of
divergence.
tthe core, isall The ible insights’ — and there
about ‘goplr and business are some 40 of them drizzled across the
n all about money. | book — are quite a sophisticated set:
of g and in-depth, and
forma partof s0.T
thetech currlmlnm hey run the gamut from the abstract
In Brick by Brick, Manish Vij offers a (*Take risks, not chances') tothe
practical gui debook for bridgingthisgap  practical ('... i’s equally Important that
hmwun technical brilliance and founders do some reference on the
It'sa kable book » ‘Limit the founding team to

and draws from his extensive experience
asaserial entrepreneur and investor in

twoor three at most’).
'I‘beu are some things he just

digital marketing,
adTech companies,

‘The book addresses the full range of
the existential questions an
entrepreneur tussles within the journey
from start-up to scale-up and success,
Starting from where to register the
company (in India or abroad?) to the full
bundle of building teams, dealing with
VCs, the occasional legal artacks and all
the other slings and arrows that an
entrepreneur is helr to.

passing inthe !

thatare mutllv quite profound. For
Instance, there is a sale to WPP that they
consclously frame as a Joint Venture' in
all thelr communications — to “avold
landing up with an employee mindset”.
This s next-level briliant perspective
and really belongs in the Insights list,

It's not anaccident that these are
titled ‘actionable insights' and not, say,
“Lessons Learnt™. Vi) ls certaini

Mllno( lor

arthe end

Single Country, Single Currency,  Her conservative approach during There are 16 chapt
ingle Asset Risks). S lpnkl uncertain times reflects this stories from the author's
about the imy torisk entrepreneurial journey, There is an
ding your bet: She advi “actionable Insights'
g‘obc. She argues that lhnlmq when markets are ww.--hnxad or of each chapter, These are in fact the
d fe market

~— such as India — can expose
investors to unn«‘e:lur)' risks

Inanutsh lMchn udllphy-
her ability to balance short-term

book. The stories are lllustrations that
support these, It's a good resource to
have nearby, amidst the relentless action
and the late-night self-doubt moments
while one builds and scales a start-up,

ENTREPRENEURIAL DILEMMAS
Vij deals with quandaries and dilemmas
that all entrepreneurs struggle with, Por
Instance, ‘ur‘lnlomhlp with

tled 1o singl tactical & with long-term
Instead, she remmmd- strategic thinking, and hence, not
allocating 20-30 per cent of one’s fi exclusively ona single
ponfalluo‘}n gunplﬂmuheu This dm, ! .
strategy allows Investors to In su her book provides
into oppommm itles across i uMque mllnddllp(g;l her
different i d ’fuununl
industries while reducing mu’l’mu and human b
dependence on any one market, Her emphasis on global
diversification through the
EXIT STRATEGY SCCARS framework, reliance on
mm"rw- good amount data-driven decision-making,
of time and provides valuable willingness to challenge
vhi d how to exit 1 wisdom, and focus
your ur investments. While most on risk management makes her
investment gyan out there is stand out. Whetheryuu rean
centered d buying, this or just
ga:mvfrmnmcnormmd |unquoul Mehra's perspectives
dares toanswer uncomfortable offer valuable lessons for
questions on selling. navigating today's complex
How Intrigued would you be if ﬂmnclnl hndlcnmwth
someone challenges the greats of
lnwmng’ Mehﬂ isn‘tafraid to I! you re tired of the same old
les of Warren dvice, glve Man
Buffett and Ray Dallo and uses Mythsand Mantras a shot, I¢'s like
dau w© uhnw why bllndll aslap in the face to wake you up
g thelr app igh from your Her
not work out for ev This writl e Is engaging, and she
contrarian Pmmer)nlx:e bred?nﬂ ﬁ'n mn’mx"-‘l‘uﬂ Into

refreshing ina field where many

bite-sized pleces. This book has

Investors tend 1o revere got something for everyone. It's
established figures without not just about making money; it's
questioning whether their about understanding the game
methods are suitable for different  and playing accordingly.

market condi Individual

goals, Mehra encourages readers

The reviewer is Foundar, beyondwe

thehindubusinessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

Inhis casea fraught moment arises

gnndenng The dun juker talks about
his driving in the glaciers of Iceland, and
travels in Antarctica, He clearly hasa
bias for action: to take that calculated
risk without endless dithering and then
actaptly and fast,

SAYING NO TO GOOGLE

Vijalso brings a remarkable level of
clarity and self-awareness. For instance
when Google (Google!) dangles a job.
There are moments in any
entrepreneurial journey when a job ina
lmtr company looks like the \ery

help. Vij Sr. puts it 1o him that he can
always find a job if this start-up fails; but
to bulld and scale a start-up one more
time will not be easy, And “age Is also on
your side",

The age Is very much on his side. |
reckon he is in his 40s. The narrative
covers aspan of some 20-0dd years and
four start-ups, a couple of acquisitions,
global expansion, three exits, more than
one instance where the company s
facing closure, And one instance where
It falls and Is shut down — his very first
venture, KabadiBazaar.com, that he
started while still in college.

LUCK FACTOR
Besides age, there is luck too, as Vij
himself notes in the epilogue. There Is an

Titte: Brick by Brick: From Middle- excellent discussion on this, although
Class Roots to Entrepreneurial the author labels it ‘serendipiry’. Indeed,
Success - ARoad map to Dream, Bulld one can argue that he was lucky to have
faced his first failure at
and Succeed KabadiBazaar,com so early in the
Author: Manish Vi Journey,
blisher: The focus s on Vi the entrepreneur,
£ TR o and there are just a f’cw gllmmeq:,: of
Price: 1599 Manish the man. The epllogue does
touch upon on the personal aspects like
® ABOUT THE AUTHOR Luck and Faith, but one would have liked
to see more: glimpses of the inner
Manish Vi) is & serlal d dthe dthe
entrepreneur In the internet and :Murnen and struggles that Mbn:m
10 eventual success. Al Yo
digital industry, As Managing Partner bnu::z'bui ot oacind
of Smile Group, he has been troughs, The book needs an Index. This
instrumental in establishing is ': boruk tl;:;fme mﬂmdﬂ rrult ouz"x:’
often for r lection - an
successful ventures in digital media, Index s cmch?
eCommerce, and gaming These are minor Tnlhhln It'sagreat
book, and Obi-Wan Vij has some great
Insights to share.
prospects of high growth. A strong
temptation, The ¢! makes for some  The reviewer is 2 specaist in consumer beharvour and

Vij's case it's )\n( a few months lnwn

i reading, Vij finally says ‘No'
to Google -and is candid while discussing

strategy. He was successively President., then
Consultart i daa scence i |psos Research, New

after an exit event when they had new venture, and there is Google withan  this episode, luxnnrylhnﬂ. his Delt, after ther acquistion of Indica Research where
successfully sold an earlier venture. offer of a fat salary, stock units, and co- lcundﬂ requests Vij's dad to he was cne of the co-feunders
NEW READS,
Title: Coaching Your Tithe: The Beating Title: Enlightened
— Leaders: A Roadmap For Heart: The Art and o Leadership
Organisations Science of Our Most
Vital Organ ——— Author: Tshering
COACHING Authors: Ganesh Chella, ; ] Tobgay
e Archana Edward Author: Robin
Madhavan Choudhury Publisher: Penguin
lE_‘,nEns Random House SEA
Publisher: Atlantic Publisher: Apollo
Publishers & Distributors This book offers
o | A Choudhury explores Invaluable insights into
This book serves as the how the heart has been |eadership that
essential bridge between represented over time combines ancient
this promise and and across cultures wisdom and modem

real-world cutcomes

best practices

Short take

Pharma’s next frontier: Life-changing innovations

March 3,2005
mlanmmum -— of Sothe focus b ducted, This shortfull. Additionally, investing in early
The Finance Minister, Mr P. C red trade yata Rajeev Sibal dbeyond includ fo g "
FCCle y the prop: mu:qpe-ﬁrcmndummmd RO forlife-saving drugsand blichealth viral
Fringe Benefit Tax (FBT) for any leg e s b Thisis dy g ep: Bap
ati o and sales marketing, Aindumkleuﬁmﬂnnovuim M!hcnml‘ﬁ/fmmh&d d Alisalso I ing from legacy sy
suchasAlLhowd ...5.... Infl health ythrough cloud-b P uclal for
Tata Motors hopes to be No 1 with Rs 1-lakh car imuvnkwdelivuru! tangiblevalueto  combine .... T dintell igence of bledevices lik g h 1 i
is"ck " its amiitious Rs 1-lakh car, the Alwith v val provid 1-time d mmmunmmw
macmup Chalemsn, Mr Ratan Tata, expressed confidence that the "people’s car™ Withglobal preci; l(onmednchw pmenwcnzm lmnwmknu.nppmai management insights. improve decision-making, The
could help it become the number one car maker in the country. Asked whether market mwgmwm&.sulwnm by byclinical experts and Medical Internet While the potential of digital hullhumckmdmpulqnw
such alaw-priced car could hedfp it surpass Maruti Udyog to becorme number ane 2028, g of Things (MIoT) toprovide sformation in pharmal $53.8 billion in
car mikes, Mr Tata tokd P! f the Geneva Motor Show, Jf wete able to provide a adistant vision. By leveraging g p di y  howeverkt ial 1o bal 2024108120.6 billion by 2029,will be
low-price car, which is successful yes, cur vokimes would surely exceed those that data, lifestyle infi and lut Innovation withsocietal needs. India driven by the adoption of electronic
persd 4 1 jlored theray Al'sp drogdi yis fa W 46 billion health health 1. teleheal bl
galningp forthe ¥ ' % . funding gay h iversal  health solutions, This shift necessitates
Al Expi ay also fly ic routes fcompl dliti h tive Al can refi health g robust cybersecurity to protect sensitive
Air Mn!uxnnh«lmxml arm of Air Indis, coud also start operating on cancer and rare g disorders. These P s, p patient Collaborative efforts between data and maintain patient trust,
domestic skies. The Al management is locking at the option of the Al Express doing dy P better health d ik p i P d
the domestic leg of its operations that are at present carried out by Indian Aifines by pr challengs usingp dellis befi B ep: Liph
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2643
EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
01, 0ld street worker (4-7) 02, They are put on by 01, 50-amg flame-producer for oid man 02, Ventilates such as are put on by those alfected (4)
08, Bitter plare, the affected (4) inthe street (4-7) 03, Electricity might! (5)
basis of absinthe (8) 03, Might (5) 08, Bitter stuff: change order, and it coukd damage 04, 18 about to swindle pictures
09 Happy (4) 04, Russian, Greek church furniture (8) from the Orthodox church (5)
10, Triangular-sectioned glass (5)  paintings (5) 09, Happy the eye for a pretty face? (4) 05,1 It mean to be so tipsy? (5)
13. Hefty volume (4) 05, Inebriated (5) 10, Trianguler glass showing schoolmaster 06. They hold each other dear - ke soft centres? (11)
16 Foot part (4) 06, Lovers (11) returning in afternoon (5) 07. Giving ane a puff, Id invest rag wiksy (11)
17, Lose energy, 07. Making publicly known (11) 13. Mine the dedication of this volume (4) 11, In which one was dlapped - for one’s bad performance! (5)
become dispried (4) 11, Removes creases (5) 16. To which one obediently comes to lean over (4) 12. Being semi-animal, the Terriers come to the iskand (5)

18, Surrounded by (4)

20, Escapade; picture

of scenery (5)

24. Dog, cur (4)

25, Right-hand man (8)

26, One thing tied by woman of
the house (56)

14, Leave out (4)
15, Persian fairy (4)
19, Dull, glooemy (5)
21, Board game (5)

23, Portent (4)

12, Mediterranesn ignd (5)

22, One setting runaing speed (5)

17. Wil you be archaic, and droop? (4)

18, Surrounded by a large number in assistance (4)

20, Scrape right aut of the picture (5)

24, The party keeps going with this

wretched creature inside (4)

25, Sidekick supplied by layer and small church fellow (8)
26, One of those maternal ties (5-6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2642
ACROSS 1. Conflict 4, Espy 8 Roc 9. Salve 10. Tea 11, Fireman 12. Rural 13, Estabiished 17, Flash 18, Loiters 20 One 21, Seven 22. Tie 23, Duays 24, Arrogant
DOWN 1, Carafe 2. Nicer 3, Colon 5, Set free 6. Yearly 7. Depression 9. Sympathise 14, Shapely 15. Afford 16. Ascent 18, Liver 19, Extra

- [

14, rm given come-uppance in the Old Testament, so don' put
itin (4)

15, Proper industry will reveal it arcund the prefix (4)

19. Medical man with istener one finds very dull (5)

21, It involves moves on board that may lead to mating (5)

22, Caper about to be the one setting the runaing (5)

23, Ring peaple sign (4)

N0 NDE

-+
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Police and volunteers conducting a safety audit at a hostel as part of ‘Project Safe Stay' to regulate the largely unchecked paying guest/ hostel accommodations in Hyderabad. SIDOMANT THAKUR

Hostile hostels and

prison-like PGs:

women under siege

In Hyderabad, safety and privacy in hostels/ paying guest accommodations remains a mirage for young women

as they constantly battle fear and uncase

prying neighbours and male stalkers to spy cameras. The promise of

security at home fades as harassment, negligence and indifference become routine. Lavpreet Kaur goes

behind the city’s boomtown image to discover a vulnerable reality

Only 200 of

or 26year-old M. Shalini, the choice
between working from home and the
office is not just about convenience; it is
also about safety. After a hectic Monday
at her office housed in a gleaming corporate tow-

er in Hyderabad's Gachibowli, she dreads the actual
next day at her paying guest (PG) accommoda- | Incldents are
tion, where unease lurks behind every door and | ever reported
window. tothe

At home, privacy is a luxury, and she is re- | Internal
duced to walking on eggshells. “We feel con Complaints
scious even about opening our windows,” she Committee
siys. “Whenever [ work from home, | avoid step- | e
ping into the corridor or interacting with anyone, | Yictims know
The men from the PG across the street stare, pass | the accused
lewd comments, and even peer through cracks in | will be
the window glass. It is unsettling. I feel much saf- | informed
er at the office.” almost

The unease doesn't end indoors. Outside, a immediately.
more insidious threat follows her. For the past six That alone

months, a young man from the neighbourhood
has been stalking her — tracking her routine,
watching her even in daylight. When she report-

makes them
think twice.

ed the matter to the hostel management, their | What if
response was cold and dismissive: “This is none | speaking up
of our concern”. only makes

A software professional at a multinational things worse?
company, Shalini has spent the past year and a
half in Indira Nagar, Gachibowli, an area packed ﬁﬁnum.
with PGs and hostels but lacking in security. Her | suuens, kriu

five-storey building houses over 100 women, but
there is no one to turn to for safety concerns,
“Recently, a supervisor was hired, but his role is
limited to managing food, electricity and plumb.
ing issues.”

After 1 d is from id a
common rugh( watchman was assigned - one for
four to five PGs. “He locks the main doors and
then goes off to sleep. If there is an emergency,
we cannot rely on him, It takes him forever to res-
pond,” says Shalini, one of hundreds of women
navigating daily anxieties in spaces meant to off:
er safety.

H)drr.nhad India’s booming IT hub, is draw-
ing young professionals from across the country,
with women forming a significant part of this
workforce. But as PGs and hostels multiply to ac-
commodate them, safety concerns, poor regula-
tion, and exploitative living conditions are on the
rise. For many women living away from home for
the first time, professional ambition comes with
an unsettling trade-off - the constant negotiation
of personal safety.

HITEC City, spanning Madhapur, Gachibowli,
Kondapur and Kukatpally, is a hub of IT giants,
startups financial firms and elite institutions,
fuelling a booming PG and hostel network. Yet,
beneath the sleek skyline and rapid growth lies a
qulc(tr. unsettling reality.

K. Sakshi, 23, a hulthlcch professional living
in a PG on Babukhan Lane of Gachibowli, knows
it too well. Glancing at the dimly lit street, she
says, “When I return from work late at night,
there are always men standing around. Walking
alone feels unsafe. The lack of security only
makes it worse”

As the night deepens, the narrow road lined
with PGs and small eateries becomes an unspo-
ken gathering spot. Men linger on sidewalks,
their eyes tracking the women walking past.
Some try to strike up conversations, while others

simply stare. “Nothing overtly threatening has
happened, but the unease is constant. And so-
mehow, we have just accepted that this is how we
must feel in our own neighbourhood,” she rues,

To create the illusion of male presence, some
women living alone resort to tactics like leaving
large men's shoes outside their doors — small, si-
lent attempts at self-protection.

The numbers paint a grim picture.

celebrations, was sexually assaulted inside her
own room. The perpetrator? The hostel owner's
driver, who took advantage of her solitude and
violated the very space meant to be her
sanctuary.

These incidents are not isolated but part of a
wider, systemic failure across Telangana, where
accountability is rare and women’s safety is dis-
missed as an “added cost”. Meanwhile, technolo-
gy has made exploitation easier than ever. A mini
wireless WiFi spy camera, for example, a bestsell-
er on an e-commerce site, is available for just
599 - cheaper than a decent meal - and can be
delivered to your doorstep in 24 to 48 hours. It re-
cords “exceptional 1920 x 1080P HD” videos,
which can be viewed live from anywhere, accord-
ing to the description on the platform.

The bitter irony? The very money that institu-
tions refuse to spend on protecting women is be-
ing used to violate them.

Cracking down on illegal PGs
On a bright Saturday afternoon in February, vo-
lunteers gathered in the narrow lanes of Gowli-
doddi, a bustling hub near Hyderabad's Financial
District. The streets buzzed with life, PG accom-
modations lined up one after another, their
bright signboards standing out against a sea of
concrete and iron gates,
Gowlidoddi is one of the many pockets of Hyd-
crahad s I curridur housing thousands of young
and study But over half of the

saw a 4.78% rise in crimes against women in
2024, continuing a five-year trend of increasing
violence at an average rate of 7.70% per year.

Rape cases surged by nearly 20%, kidnappings
and abductions by 26.92%, and murders by
13.15%. Cases of outraging modesty went up by
8.71%, while incidents of abetment to suicide
climbed by 4.41%.

In the same year, She Teams - a division of Te-
langana Police for enhanced safety and security
of women - received 10,862 complaints of ha-
rassment in public places.

Yet, these figures barely scratch the surface.
Many cases go unreported, buried under fear, so-
cietal pressure and institutional indifference,
suggest officials.

Troubling trend
The new year brought my(lung but hupe Iur stu
dents at CMR Eng College in

Instead of fresh beginnings, they woke to out-
rage, fear and mass protests. Reason? A shocking
breach of privacy - mess workers had been spy-
ing on women in hostel washrooms, even record-
ing their videos.

For months, students had raised complaints,
expecting swift action. Instead, they were met
with silence, inaction and even blame. “Rather
than confronting the perp the i
tried to suppress the matter, shifting blame onto
the victims. As the truth unravelled, it became
clear this wasn't just negligence ~ the principal,
director and chairman had pressured wardens to
bury the case, fearing damage to the institution’s
reputation,” said Inspector A, Satyanarayana of
Medchal Police.

Emboldened by this coverup, the accused
continued their voyeurism without fear of
consequence.

Just as the outrage from one crime had barely
begun to settle, another incident rocked Hydera-
bad. An engineering student, returning to her
private hostel in Ibrahimpatnam after Sankranti

Arow of PG accommadations in Gowlidedd|, a bustling hub near Hyderabad's Financial District that houses thousands of young

huurls and PGs here run without a proper li-
cence, and nearly all lack jal security

compliance. These ratings will be displayed on
the Cyberabad police website and SCSC portal,
helping new residents make informed choices.

“This system will be a wake-up call for hostel
awners,” says Cyberabad Commissioner of Police
Avinash Mohanty. A follow-up meeting will pre-
sent the audit findings, giving owners a deadline
to rectify violations, he explains. Those failing to
comply will face strict action.

Launched earlier this year, the initiative aims
to cover over 1,500 hostels under the Cyberabad
commissionerate, with audits conducted in a
new area every weekend. However, officials ad-
mit there is no formal data on how many PGs and
private hostels operate in Hyderabad, leaving ma-
ny safety risks still unaccounted for.

Bringing order to PG boom

The growing lack of accountability in Hydera
bad's private accommodations has sparked ur
gent calls for reform. Hyderabad District Women
Protection Officer Akkeshwar Rao insists that
these establishments must be brought under the
Women and Child Welfare Department to en-
force safety regulations. Without formal over-
sight, he warns, thousands of women will remain
vulnerable to loitati I and
violence.

“The first and most crucial step is mandatory
registration. Every PG and private hostel must
have a valid licence and those operating illegally
should be shut down immediately,” Rao asserts,
He admits that his department often steps in only
after an incident has already occurred - when
the damage is done. This reactive approach, he
stresses, must change. Strict enforcement and
continuous monitoring are the only way forward,

But the scale of the problem is ovwerwhelm-
ing. Medchal and Malkajgiri Child Development
Project Officer Roja Eragoti points out that even if
officials want to conduct regular inspections, the
sheer number of PGs and hostels, combined with
limited manpower and resources, makes that
nearly impossible.

Adding to the problem is a widespread lack of
awareness. Many women in these accommoda-
tions endure harassment in silence, unaware of
their rights or how to seek help, “Failure to act
carly is a major factor behind the rising suicide
attempts in private hostels, Many tragedies could
have been prevented with timely intervention,”
Eragoti says.

For the thousands of women living in these
spaces, the demand is clear: safety cannot be an
afterthought. They seek CCTV cameras that ac-
tually work, wardens who listen and act, security
guards who are accessible and trained for emer-
gencies, and infrastructure designed with salcty
in mind. C lled entry points, y 4
ert systems and a structured process to c'sc.lhu-
concerns are no longer optional - they are
essential.

Counterproductive reforms

At the English and Foreign Languages University
in eastern Hyderabad, female students live with
an unshakable fear ~ one that lingers in empty
corridors, deserted campus stretches and the si-
lence that follows every reported case of harass-
ment or assault.

That fear became a reality in October 2023
when a student was allegedly ambushed and sex-
ually assaulted, just hours after students had

| for the rec itution of the it

measures.

This alarming discovery came to light during a
safety audit under ‘Project Safe Stay’, a joint in-
itiative by the Cyberabad police and the Society

for Cyberabad Se-
curity Council
” (SCSC) to regulate
these largely un-

The first and most chechad qatahsts

ments. “Without
crucial step is oversight, these
mandatory registration.  hostels run un-
Every PG and private checked, raising
hostel must have a valid ~ serious  concerns

about resident sa-
fety,” says Cybera-
bad Women and
Child Safety Wing
DCP Srujana Kar-
nam, who is lead
ing the project.
That afternoon,
teams of auditors,

licence and those
operating illegally
should be shut down
Immediately.

AKKESHWAR RAO,
Hyderabad Districe Women
Protection Officer

tion, Prevention, and Redressal of Sexual Harass-
ment (SPARSH) committee, The attack took place
despite the presence of security guards and
CCTV cameras, forcing students to ask: what
does 'security’ really mean if it fails them when
they need it most?

“The administration may cite the Internal
Complaints Committee (ICC) as proof of its com-
mitment to student safety, but for many, it is just
a formality,” says S. Vani, 25, a student.

Survivors hesitate to come forward, fearing re-
taliation or further harassment. “Only 20% of ac-
tual incidents are ever reported to the I1CC”
chimes in Ada Varghese, 25, another student.
“Victims know the accused will be informed al-
most immediately. That alone makes them think
twice. What if speaking up only makes things
worse," she wonders.

By regulation, the 1CC must include faculty,
non-teaching staff, students and an external NGO
representative. Victims are required to file a writ-
ten complaint within three months, after which
the accused is glvnn 10 days to respond. The in-

including police ¢ bles, SCSC

tives and student volunteers, fanned out, knock
ing on hostel doors. Officers questioned PG own-
ers and checked for valid licences, while

volunteers inspected security infrastructure,
One volunteer climbed dimly lit staircases to
ensure CCTV cameras were functioning and met
h-

quiry is 1 to conclude within 90 days, as
per University Grants Commission norms. But
these prou‘dum! students argue, often discour-
age them from reporting cases.

Trisha Singh, 25, another student of the un-
iversity stresses the need for better training, not
just in handling cases but in tuppurﬁm; survivors

the fatory 90-day backup reg
ers checked the height of compound walls, legal
documents and first-aid kits - basic necessities
often missing. Residents voiced frustration over
unsafe conditions, pointing to poorly lit entry-
ways, lack of emergency contacts and harass-
ment incidents ignored by the management.
Each audit culminated in a 70-question survey
assessing 10 key safety parameters, The collected
data will generate a public rating system, assign-
ing each hostel a score out of 10 based on safety

and students in b

with hy and i Folls g proced-
ural steps isn’t enough. Sludrnh need to feel safe
enough to voice their concerns without fear of
backlash,” she says.

For many, the larger issue of campus safety re-
mains unresolved. "Blocking off certain areas or
installing dysfunctional cameras isn't a solution.
We shouldn't have to question our safety in our
own university. It is a problem that can't be ig-
nored any longer,” adds Varghese,

(Some names have been changed on request)

SIDOMANT THAKUR
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The wife and
children of late
chowkadar
Jhamindra Ral, in
thesr home In
Gopalgan| district,
Bihar,

SARO, SHARMA

Bihar’s village guards caught between
the police and the liquor mafia

Ever since prohibition was enforced in Bihar in April 2016 over two dozen village chowkidars, who prevent and detect crime, have been killed, allegedly by criminals involved in the illegal

manufacturing and trade of illicit liquor in the State. Amarnath Tewary reports on the dafadars’ struggle while doing thelr duty and living in fear

hamindra Rai was knifed to death on De-

cember 3, 2024, when he had gone o

celebrate a wedding function in a near

by village, Sonw: in Bihar's Gopal
ganj district, Jhamindra, then 52, would do the
night patrol in his village Bangra, reporting
anything untoward to the police.

His son Raj Kumar Rai, one of four children,
and a few others from the wedding party found
his mutilated body near a temple beside a levee
in the village under Baikunthpur police station,
Jhamindra Rai had joined the village chowkidar
service in 1997 and his family believe he was
killed by the lllicit liquor mafia.

Raj Kumar and his brothers often make trips to
Gopalganj town, 60 km away, to pursue the case
in the local court or to submit documents the go
vernment needs,

Whenever a report of a hooch tragedy comes
to the Bihar police, they first call up village
guards (called chowkidars or dafadars) for infor.
mation. The liquor mafia, involved in the illegal
trade of the illicit brew, hold them responsible for
“leaking’ information to the police.

Over two dozen of them have been killed since
prohibition was enforced in Bihar in April 2016,
according to Sant Singh, the secretary of the Bi
har Rajya Dafadar Chowkidar Panchayat Sangh,
an informal organisation that looks after the
needs of the guards,

Before his death, Jhamindra had informed the
local police about two people from Sonwalia be
ing involved in the illegal trade of desi (country
made) liquor. The men had been arrested and
sent to jall,

They came out of the jail and a few days ler
killed our father so that their illegal liquor trade
could continue to flourish, Thamindra's sons say.
Raj Kumar has named Surendra Rad and his son
Vikesh Kumar along with three or four unknown
others in the police complaint,

Both were arrested again and sent back to jail
but, “We still fear leaving the house as they can
do anything to us,” Raj Kumar says. At the Gopal
ganj civil court on February 25, the date of the
hearing, he is alert: “Even here, the men of the
accused are everywhere.”

In the courtyard of their home is a photograph
of Jhamindra in uniform with a saying about kar
ma being all-pervasive, “We have not received
any money from the government,” says Lalita De
vi, his wife, “My daughter (Anita Kumari) and
youngest son (Arjun Yadav) are unmarried, Now
how will 1 be able to marry them off 7* She is hop
ing Arjun will get a compensatory government
job, as he has passed class 12 and holds a diploma
from an industrial training institute,

Caught between threats

In 1990, the Bihar government had created
29,000 posts for village guards to watch the peri
phery and streets, and gathering intelligence 1o
prevent crime. They were to assist the pan
chayats and law-enforcement agencies in their
work. Right now, only about 20,000 guards are
on the rolls, says Sant Singh,

ee

The
chowkidars'
deaths have
often gone
unnoticed
by the
government
and by
people as
well. When
something
happens to
chowkidars,
no one

comes to the

support of
thelr family

SANT SINGH
Secretary, Wihar
Wajya Datadar
Chomwkidr
Panchayat Sugh

“The chowkidars' deaths have often gone un
noticed by the government and by people as
well,” he says, on the sidelines of the organisa
tion's meeting in Patna’s Gandhi Maidan on Fe
bruary 20, “Village chowkidars are trapped bet
ween the police and liquor mafia, If we give the
police information, the powerful liquor mafia at
tacks us; if we don't, police officers threaten to
suspend us."

Even as Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar reit
erates every now and then that prohibition will
not be lifted in the State, other chowkidars at the
Patna meeting say it's an open secret that liquor
of every brand is home delivered across Bihar,

Away from Patna, Bihar's capital city, Mamta
Devi, 40, lives in a single-storey home in Jagatpu
ra-Mathia village under Barharia police station in
Siwan district, Her husband Nagendra Prasad, a
chowkidar, was killed on April 30, 2021, allegedly
by those involved in illegal liquor trade in his vil
lage. He too was knifed and his body found at a
temple.

“He had joined duty as the village chowkidar
in 201" says Mamita, who remembers faintly be
ing married about 18 years ago. She has four
schoolgoing children ~ two daughters and two
sons. Now, Mamta works as an agricultural Ly
bourer to provide for her family of five. “No case
was filed as there was no male member to sup-
port me," she says, a reflection of both the sys
tem and of society.

She travels about § km twice a week to the lo
cal Barharia police station to get a follow-up
about a compensatory job. “I have only been gi
ven assurances for nearly four years now," she
says wiping her tears with one corner of her fad
ed blue sari palloo, the other corner used to tie
up her mobile phone. On it, she shows her hus
band's photo.

Her parents live in Deoria district of the neigh-
bouring State of Uttar Pradesh. “Now, no one
comes to see me, Everyone has their own family
problems. I've to look after myself and my chil
dren on my own but it is very, very difficult for a
middle-aged widow,” she says. “I've heard even

death has a heart, but this world is full of heart
less people

Death by vehicles

In December 2024, members of the Bihar Rajya
Dafadar Chowkidar Panchayat Sangh staged a
protest in Patna. Their claim was that they were
risking their lives by helping the police, but the
police were helping the local Ilquur mafia.

“When b h to chowkidars, no
one comes to the mmmrl of their family,” Sant
Singh complains,

A retired senior police officer from the Bihar
police says implementing the law has been difh
cult. “Hundreds of policemen have been arrested
for selling seized liquor from the police station it

self," he says,

Several times,
the chowkidars are

I've to look after mysell

and my children on my

killed by vehicles
fleeing with alco-
own but It is very, very
difficult for a

hol. Ram Nath Ya
dav, who was 59
when he died, was
a chowkidar of )i
middie-aged widow
MAMTA DEVI
Renlidone of Jugatprira Mathas
village, Stwun districe

vay village under
the mufassil police
station of Siwan
district. On Febru
ary 29, 2020, “The
police got an input that a car with illicit liquor
was coming from Haryana, It was chased down
by the police and the speeding car crushed my
father to death, It was registered as an ‘accide tal
dtuuh says Ram Nath's son, Pankaj Yada
A year later, Pankaj got his father's job, hm
with a mother, three brothers, and a sister to sup-
port, he says it is difficult to manage on a monthly
salary of ¥26,000. The salary of a chowkidar in Bi
har depends on the person's education. The bas
ic pay scale for a person who has passed all his
school exams ranges from 5,200-20,200, which
alates based on education and experience,
Sant Singh clarifies,

Two people were arrested in the case, but Pan

Neera) Kishore, who lost his father In Saran district in 2021 (right) Mamita Devi, who lost her husband in Siwan district the same year, SARDS SHARMA

ka Is fearful. “The Hquor mafia has a deadly net
work, and they can get me killed anywhere, any-
time,” he says, before setting off on his night duty
assignment,

Dharmendra Kumar Ral of Mangalpur village,
under Baikunthpur police station of Gopalganj
district was mowed down by a van laden with Ii-
quor on August 18, 2024, at Khurrampur chowk,
some 15 km away from where he lived. The poli
cemen, along with Dharmendra, then 33, were
searching vehicles for liquor, and the fleeing van
rammed into him, Again, the case was registered
as one of accidental death, No one was arrested.
His bade papa (father’s older brother), Vidya Rai,
67, says, "We survive only because of farming, or
else life would have been different.”

Law and liquor
The Bihar Ra i
Sangh maintains a list of \llLuu xu.mh .lllrwt'dh
murdered by th egal Hguor mafia, It ha

from across the State, including Begusarai in the
north, Sheohar in the east, Nalanda in the south.
east, Aurangabad in the west, Siwan in the north.
west and Banka in the south-east.

Police records say that over 10,000 litres of il
legal liquor, both desi and Indian Made Foreign
Liquor (IMFL) are selzed daily in dry Bihar since
June 2023 to date. “Over 72,000 FIRs have been
lodged and over 1.4 lakh persons have been ar
rested, while over 17,000 vehicles loaded with 1i
quor have been seized so far in the State ever
since prohibition was enforced,” a senior police
officer in Patna says.

The police have constituted 180 anti-liquor
task force teams and 25 sniffer dog squads, de-
ployed drones and speedboats, installed CCTV
cameras and scanners at borders and check
points across Bihar, The liquor is mostly smug.
gled in from the States with which Bihar has a
common border: Jharkhand, West Bengal, and
Uttar Pradesh, but also from Chhattisgarh, As
sam, Punjab, and Haryana. The whole of Bibar's
northern boundary borders Nepal, and police
say liquor is smuggled from here too.

Some chowkidars like Neeraj Kishore, 22, of
Dubauli village under Panapur police station in
Saran district, have fared better. Kishore got a
compensatory job and ¥8.25 lakh under Sche.
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SC/ ST) pro
visions, His father, Ram Kishore Manjhi, was
knifed to death allegedly by the liquor mafia in
April 2021,

“We are unarmed, and have only a bamboo
stick to defend ourselves,” he says,

Whether in court or in the village, people who
have filed cases against alleged liquor traders are
often threatened, says Anil Kumar Manjhi, 35,
whose brother was killed in 2021, “Eight people
have been named in the case but [ am often pres
sured to ‘compromise’ on the case. Sometimes
they name dire consequences. I'll not take the
case back though,” he asserts.

Senior police officers at the Patna headquar
ters did not wish to go on record for this story,

amarnath.tewary@thehindu.co.in

-+



THE

HINDU

MONEYWISE

Monday, March 3, 2025
CHENNAL

Testing times: Stronger U.S. dollar led to a
cook-off in metal prices, GETTY MAGESISTOCK

Gold, silver
lack lustre

PRECIOUSMETALS

B. Krishnakumar

Precious metals continued to move
higher in February with Comex gold
scaling past the psychological $2,900
mark. Gold prices marched into
uncharted territory driven by the
economic uncertainty triggered by
ULS. import tariff plans.

The price of Comex silver, however,
did not share the same enthusiasm
and is yet to cross its life-time highs.

Under dollar's shadow
However, the strengthening of the U.S.
dollar led to a cool-off in precious
metals prices in the past few days,
After muchhma new life-time high
of §2,974 a few days ago, Comex gokd
cooled off recently and settled at
$2,848.5 an ounce by the end of
February, representing a modest gain
of 0.48%. Comex silver closed 2.38%
lower at $31.49 an ounce by the end of
February.

Better local trends

The performance of precious metals
in the domestic market was relatively
better, helped by the sustained
weakness in the value of Indian rupee.

MCX gold gained 2.429% to settle at
184,219 per 10-grams at the end of
February, MCX silver closed 0.91%
lower at 194,328 per kilogram.,

Comex gold price turned a bit weak
in the past few days and this weakness
is likely to persist in the short-term.
After this anticipated cool-off, the
price is expected to resume its
long term uptrend.

Next target

As highlighted in the recent updates,
the next major target for Comex gold
is $3,050-83,100. The positive outlook
for gold would be under threat only if
the price closes below §2,740.82,760

range.

Comex silver continues to be a
relative under performer in
comparison to gokl.

The short-term outlook is not too
positive for silver and the price could
drop between $29.8 and $30.5. A
move above $33.6 would indicate the
resumption of the longterm uptrend.
Until this breakout happens, expect
silver price to either remain range
boumr or drift to lower levels.

Mirroring the sentiment in the
lobal markets, the MCX gold price,
oo, managed to hit record highs a few
days ago. The price has however been
consolidating in a range in the past
three days. A breakout above 86,800
would impart momentum to the
uptrend and help gold price reach the
next target of T88,500-289,500 range.

Unitil this breakout happens, expect
domestic gold price to remain
subdued. The immediate support cum
tanget zone for MCX gold is
T80,900-181,500,

MCX silver price too ruled firm in
the first half of February and the price
also hit the target zone of
1,00,50021,05,500 mentioned last
month, The short-term outlook for
silver is negative and the price could
drift lower to ¥89,500-290,500 zone.
Expect weakness to persist unless the
price moves above 97,500,

To summarise, the precious metal
price is likely to remain subdued in
the short-term. The longterm trend
still remains positive.

(The author is a Chennai-based
analyst/trader. The views and opinion
Jeatured in this column are based on
the analysis of short-term price
movements in gold and silver futures
at COMEX & Multi Commodity
Excharge of India. This is not meant to
be a trading or investment advice.)
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Your household bud

gét:

aspects to take note of

Though households have been doing it for ages, certain aspects tend to get overlooked: periodic

MAINTAINE

loydeep Sen
here is focus on

| =

VG

attention

around the Un-

Budget.

While it is relevant, what

impacts you more is your
own budget. It is useful to
have a discussion around
your household budget - it
may point to details you
might be missing.

It starts with the heads
of income. Receipts from
various sources have to be
listed and this becomes to-
tal income. On the expense
side, there are some
amounts that have to be
compulsorily spent, called
mandatory expenses. Loan
equated monthly expenses
(EMIs) and provident fund
contributions are exam-
ples of such expenses.

Others are necessary for
daily life. Finally comes the
discretionary  expenses-
ones not essential to daily
living and can be cut in
case there is need for a
control on total amount
spent.  Total  expenses,
when reduced from total
income, gives the savings.

The income of a house-
hold or individual has to be
adequate to meet current
expenses as well as provide
savings to create assets that
will help meet future ex-
penses, If the current ex-
penses are controlled,

Ifthere s an area where
the budget target s
consistently missed, then
the planning by the
Individual/household Is
off track and that needs
o be quickly corrected

goals. A budget helps a
houschold plan its income
and expenses so that the
income available is utilised
in an optimum manner to
meet current and future
needs, Once incomes and
expenses are identified, it
will be easy to assess
where the problem lies, if
the savings are inadequate.

Focus should be on ma-
naging expenses to en-
hance savings.

Monif

Recording actual income
and expenses shows the
real situation and has a vi-
tal role to play in financial
decision making. The ac-
tual figures compared with
the budget plan will give an
idea of how robust the

! was,

ee

The amount of savings
consistently achieved
has to be seen in light of
future financlal goals. A
target may be set for
ralsing savings rate by a
spectied percentage

veyance and average con-
VEYANCE exXpense comes to
say 18,000 for consecutive
months, then it is either
the budget figure that has
to be changed or the indivi-
dual has to change the
mode of conveyance to re
duce cost.

The amount of savings
consistently achieved has
to be seen in light of future
financial goals. For exam-
ple, a family saving
120,000 a month may re-
quire savings of 40,000
per month to match future
goals. A target of raising
savings rate by a specified
percentage might be set.

Personal balance sheet
Preparing a personal ba-
lance sheet and net-worth

Monitoring of the bud-
get has to be done continu-
ously and after looking at
the difference  between
budget and actual, action
needs to be taken in the
form of correcting the bud-
et figures going ahead.

If there is an area where

P gives a per
spective on where you
stand. A balance sheet
shows the financial posi-
tion of the individual or
household in the form of
assets and liabilities on a
particular date,
Assessment of the finan-
clal well-being of a house-

assessment of net worth, contingency planning and monitoring debt servicing ratio are vital

lated periodically.

Contingency planning is
another important L,
Contingencles could be
sudden medical expenses
or if something were to
happen to the only earning
member of the family. Sep-
aration (divorce) is another
risk that families face. An
emergency fund needs to
be the first goal towards
which a household or indi-
vidual should save, as a
protection against the pos-
sibility of loss or reduction
of income. The fund
should be adequate to
meet the expenses for say
six months, in the event
the regular income is not
available. Insurance is im-
portant but also important
to note for protection, you
need term insurance.

To conclude, savings ra-
tio is the percentage of in-
come an individual/house-
hold is able to save. If your
income ks 1100 and you are
saving 120, your savings ra-
tio is 20%.

Obviously, the higher
the better. There is a coun-
ter argument as well, that
you need to enjoy your
present and not just save
for future, There is another
relevant ratio here, that is
debt servicing ratio,

If your netoftax in-
come is UOO and you
spend WO in servicing
EMIs, then debt-service ra-
tio is 40%. You have to
strike a balance between
being prudent and manag:

ILLUSTRATION) SAAI

Creating 2
portfolios
is crucial

THINKINVESTOR

Itis optimal for an investor to
create core as well as satellite
portfolios, accumulating
wealth for life goals while
taking advantage of short
term gains from fluctuations
occurring in the market

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

There are two aspects to investing -
the objective to accumulate wealth to
achieve life goals and to generate
short-term gaing riding the market
fluctuations. The first objective is
achieved by creating goal based
partfolios, also called core portfolios,
The second can be achieved by
creating a trading portfolio or the
satellite portfolio. Here, we discuss
why you should simultaneously
consider creating both
also discuss the opt
allocation to both portfolios,

Moderating biases
Suppose you invest only to achieve life
goals. You observe the stock market
shows high volatility, frequent]
moving up sharply only to dip later.
Your extended family and friends
generate handsome gains trading in
the market. You are, however,
contended ‘investing for the lol
term’, After a while you are likely to
regret not having traded like your
extended family and friends to earn
short-term gains.

Now, consider an alternative route.

olios. We
investment

Here, you aggressively trade in the
market, trying to capture short-term
market fluctuations. You are bound to
have share of losses, If your market
timing is not consistently good, you
could lose a significant part of your
capital. In this world, you may regret
not building wealth for the long term.

When you create only core
partfolios, you are said to suffer from
at

bias called hypi

P

‘That is, you are concerned about
the longterm wealth at the expense of
short-term returns. When you create
only a satellite portfolio, you are said
to suffer from myopia; your concern is
short-term returns at the expense of

building long-term wealth, It is

optimal to create both portfolios, That
waty, you can moderate hyperopia and
myopka. This is especially true when

markets are volatile as is the case now.

Conclusion
Some individuals prefer to

concentrate on the long term while
others like to trade aggressively to
capture short-term gains, So, the
allocation preference for the two
paortfolios may vary across individuals,
That said, an optimal split would be
70% core, 30% satellite, with a leeway
of five percentage points. So, not mare
than 35% of your total investments in
a year should be in satellite portfolio,

with 30% being optimal. If you

generate significant gains in satellite
portfolio, you can move some of the
gains to your core portfolios, It is,
however, not optimal to move money
from core to the satellite portfolio,

(The author offers training

programmes for individuals to manage

their personal investments)
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financlal management re-  and that needs w be cor-  minus labilities, debt trap of EMIs later.
quires a defined level of  rected. For example, if Higher the number, bet- (Joydeep Sen is a corpo-
savings should be targeted  there is a provision of  teristhe financial position.  rate trainer on financial
to meet future financial 5,000 a month for con:  Net worth should be calcu-  markets and an author.)
Personal Loans Car Loans
Rates and Onargen 5 lakh L ot | lakh % of by Rates and Charges.
Totwrs § yoars Tonurs § poars
Name of Lender Ivterast Rute (%) EM () () Processing fee
WOFC Rank J0ABIA00  BOAIA A4 24612410 Up to s 500 Union Bak of mdia
Tata Capitat 1108 owards. LLLI0 onwards 2,204 onwands Uptoas
Sane Bank of dia ALAb AR 1098411456 awaan Up 1o 1.50% (Mas. ®s 15,000) PRV Nttt Saeh
K0 Rk 1045 3665 L0R 1203 2A67 2408 Upte %
B of Baroxta. 11063850 MRS 12 400 anase Upte 2% Bank of Baroda
SR State Bank ofindia
5 10,000]
Avs Bark 11102200 L0610 000 anama Upte 2% Bank of Maharahtra®
Kotak Mahindia Bamk 10993699 LOMEO 12424 24714240 Up to %
Dk of india 1603620 1,02112212 2200240 Upto 1% ndian Oversoas Bank**
(Mnimam By 250
and Masimam 1C1C) Bank
545,000 HDPC Bank
Canara Bank 10703618 HUNTA2,00 2192400 Up 6o 0.50% (Nanimum Rs 2,500
Purjab National Bark JLABATI0 1000012418 2400250 Upte 1% Karnatake Sank
WA Bank 10153600 10660.12,150 2240 Upto %
Foder sl Bank. 1140 onwards. L0004 0w iy 2,100 onwands Up to 3% Foderal Bank
Union Bank of inda 11004520 L0611 908 24M20m Up to 1% Masimum fis 7,500) Punja wnd Snd Bank***
Dya) Finsery 100031 00 L0RIA 16 4RS 202830 Up to 100w
Purgab & Sind Bank ALIOANAS  LOMG.11 508 22019 050 1% South disn Rk
South s an Rans 12482060 LA A 208250 Upto s IDFC Fiest Bank
UCO Mank 10953396 1201820 21204 Up to 1% (Misimum Ry 750| City Union Bank
1DFC First Bank. 2, "~
ik of Maharasttra 0750455 10820077 2112238 1% (M. s 10,000 b
W stk Rark un e 20 Up 1o 2% (M, R 2500, Man. W 8,500 e e of T30 098
Irdusind Bank [ 2, Up to 3.6 g




+

Monday, March 3, 225
CHENNAI

THE HINDU

Text&Context

CACHE

| L];,A(“‘

GETTY INAGES

Why have Cognizant and Infosys filed
lawsuits against each other?

The case is a marker for the bitter rivalry between Indian IT majors often offering similar services and undertines the need for a rulebook for senior

level executives transitioning between them. Previously, legal action was avoided out of respect, but now there is a need for clear guidelines

Poulomi Chatterjee

The story so far:
n August 2024, TriZetto, a
Cognizant subsidiary and
healthcare solutions provider, took
Infosys to court, alleging that the IT
major had stolen data from their
proprietary software. Four months later,
in January, Infosys denied allegations and
fileda it against C; CEO

companies, like processing claims, billing,
pcer 1 bers. The ¢ h

smpped n-quegun;, the necessary

noted that Infosys had copied TriZetto's
software, repackaging it while also
developing software to extract
confidential data from QNXT.

delayed the
project’s mmplﬂxm by 18 months.
Notably, the filing doesn’'t merely mention
Mr. Kumar - there’s also Shveta Arora,
lumu-r SVP and Global Head of Domain

“When Infosys
to the maximum extent possible, asking
TriZetto to simply trust, based on
nothing, that there had been no
doing. When TriZetto refused to

Ravi Kumar S, former Infosys executive,
for deliberately delaying the launch of its
health platform, Helix. Infosys alleged
that the U.S.-headguartered IT firm
resorted to anticompetitive activities like
poaching ki | and imposi
restrictive contractual barriers that
stopped its clients from going to
competitors and even declining training
them on Infosys software. The
Bengaluru-based IT giant claimed triple
the damages it suffered, along with legal
costs, The case spotlights a bitter rivalry
between two major IT services providers
that offer similar services, and underlines
the need for a rulebook for senior-level
executive transitions.

‘What is Cognizant's case against
Infosys?

The lawsuit initially filed by Cognizant in
the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Dallas, Texas, states that
Infosys breached multiple Non-Disclosure
Agreements (NDAs) to illegally access
their software applications - Facets and
QNXT. The misappropriated data from
these solutions was then allegedly
leveraged by Infosys to build their own
flagship healthcare software, Infosys
Helix. Both these software solutions work

take Infosys on its word and demanded
an audit of Infosys’ use of TriZetto's
information, as explicitly permitted under
the NDAs for any reason (much less
rampant trade secret appropriation),
Infosys refused mmp’y N (‘ugnlum

Services at Infosys, who
lransﬁxmcd to Cognizant at the end of
2023, assuming the roles of SVP and
Global Head of Consulting. Additionally,
Ravi Kuchibhotla, a seasoned veteran
from Infosys, now leads strategy at
Cognizant.

“Kumar continued to ignore requests
for additional engineering support for
Infosys Helix in the spring of 2022, along
with the assistance of Arora and

said. Executives f
between IT majors are not lmmmmun
but tensions were building between
Infosys and Cognizant for some time
regarding this issue. For instance, there
was the case of Rajesh Varrier, a former
Infosys executive who served as EVP,
Head of Global Services, and Infosys
Americas. On September 2, 2024, Rajesh
Varrier was appointed as the Global Head
of Operations at Cognizant. Mr. Kumar,
who held the positions of President and
Deputy COO at Infosys, departed in
October 2022 and assumed the top role at
Cognizant, effective January 2023, This
recent move has escalated the situation.

What has Infosys said?
Infosys’ countersuit revealed its anger. It
explained that Mr. Kumar had initially
praised Infosys Helix during his time at
Infosys, calling it a “challenger to
traditional platforms.” However, his
enthusiasm for the product waned
domly early in 2022, C. I

on automating cumbersome
administrative tasks for health insurance

any support he had provided for the
platform gradually diminished as he

hibhotla, cancelling ings to
discuss the issue, even though the lack of
staffing had resulted in a situation where
the client is shaming us on the delays and
concerns within Infosys that the client
might cancel the contract due to these
delays,” the claim stated.

Cognizant’s unscrupulous actions, as
alleged in the lawsuit, have “artificially
raised entry barriers,” adversely
impacting competition in the U.S,
healthcare sector. This has resulted in
increased costs for the general public,
leading to higher health insurance
premiums,

What's the history of non-compete

Cognizant as their new CFO ina
surprising announcement in December.
The case was eventually settled, with
Cognizant paying $505,087
(approximately ¥4 crore) to resolve the
dispute. Cognizant also confirmed that a
similar settlement had been reached
regarding a lawsuit between Wipro and
former SVP Mohammad Haque.

Mr. Kumar has addressed questions
related to Infosys’ countersuit, While
acknowledging that leadership changes
are a natural part of attrition and
restructuring, Mr. Kumar dismissed the
gossip about instability at Cognizant.

Although similar cases in the U.S. tend
to drag on, companies operating in the
U.S. prefer to wage these battles there,
considering the substantial damages
parties are often awarded. "It pops up
repeatedly in these lawsuits simply
because its U.S.-based and a resolution is
faster to achieve there as courts move
faster,” Pareekh Jain, CEO and lead
analyst at EIIRTrend explained.

Do transitions need a better process?
Over the last few years, there has been a
noticeable increase in executives moving
between major Indian IT companies, with
campetitors actively recruiting even
non-executive employees. Previously,
legal action was avoided out of respect,
but now there is a need for clear

litigation in the Indian IT lector’f guidelines on what is permissible.
Besides the lic: sur blishing a cooling period, which was
the charges of data theft and hical once is ial. Typically,

conduct, there's a recent precedent for
non-compete cases involving Cognizant.
Last year, Jatin Dalal, the former Chief
Financial Officer of Nasdag-listed IT firm
Wipro, was sued by his former employer.
I, who had spent 21 years at Wipro,
resigned in September 2023 and joined

CXO0s had anti-compete clauses in their
contracts lasting six-12 months, but these
are often disregarded.

Some individuals even join other firms
without formal agreements, This case
could potentially establish a precedent for
similar situations, Mr. Jain noted.

o~

THE DAILY QUIZ

Test yourself on various Indian languages

V.V. Ramanan .

QUESTION 4
N Wihich language has the
QUESTION 1 second-highest number of

How many languages are
recognised as per the
Constitution of India
under the Eighth
Schedule and which
language has a country's
name in it?

S
QUESTION §

[N QUESTION 6
QUESTION 2

What is common to Bodo,
Dogr, Kashmir, Maithill,
Santall and Sindhi that
are part of the recognised
languages? the traditional
* clasgfication?
QUESTION 3

Apart from the four south
Indian languages, which
ather two languages have
the ‘Classical’ status?

QUESTION 7

native speakers after Hindi?

In which language was
Tulsidas’ Ramchartmonas
set to have been written?

Thanks to consonant-vowel
combination forming a
unlque character, which
Indian language has a
whapping 247 characters in

Vity has Meghalaya's
Kongthong village
fascinated linguists?

LN
Visual question:
Name this Englishman who deciphered the Brahmi script, considered the ancestor of
most modern Indian scripts, in 1837 by studying Ashokan Inscriptions?

¥

Please send in your answers to
dallyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions and Answers to the February 28
edition of the dally quiz: 1. This American
sclentist drafted the famous “Hiroshima
Appeal”. Ans: Linus Pauling. He won the
Nobel prizes for both Chemistry and
Peace

2, The theme of National Science Day this
year. Ans: Empowering Indian Youth for
Global Leadership In Sclence and
Innovation for Viksit Bharat

3, This American TV show follows doctors and
staff coping with war through humour and
camaraderie. Anst MPA'S'H

4.In 2013, Benedict XV resigned as Pope,
becoming the first to resign since this Pope in
1415, Ans: Gregory Xii

5. This Prime Minister was assassinated in
Stockholm in 1986, Ans: Olof Palme

Visual: Michael Jackson won these many
Grammys at the 26th Grammy Awards for this
album, Ans: Elght awards; Thriller

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Erfanally
Qosmany| Sanali Das| Dodo Jayaditya|
Sumana Dutta

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

He was
crestfallen
when he failed

Going through two rounds of
interview, a mandatory
assignment and a test is no picnic

S.Upendran

“Hi! Nice to see you .uain When did you
get back from ﬂmaapun-

“A couple of days ago.

“So, how was the Irip[ Did the students
enjoy it?"

“We all had a good time. Managed to
see a few places and do some shopping,
But I'm happy to be back.”

“I'm sure, you are! Looking after 15
students couldn't have been a picnic.”

“Picnic? What are you talking about?
We didn’t go on any picnic.”

1 didn’t say you and your students
went on a picnic. I said looking after them
couldn't have been a picnic, Meaning,
taking care of them must have been hard
work.”

“You're right, it certainly wasn't a
picnic. It required a great deal of effort.
Kids today can be so demanding, and so
very unpleasant at times.”

“That's true! My great grandmother
had a dozen kids. Bringing them up
couldn't have been a picnic”

“I'm sure it wasn't. | thought of quitting
my job and starting my own school,

Talked to a few people about it, and they +

said that running a school was no picnic.

"1 was in Bengaluru last week, Driving
in that city is no picnic.”

I think most people would agree with
you on that! The good thing about the
place is that you won't get a challan for
overspeeding.”

“That's true! By the way, the word
‘overspeeding’ is an Indianism. Native
speakers of English do not use the word.
They merely say ‘speeding’ and not
‘overspeeding’. In the U.S, and the UK.,
when ynu‘m caught exceeding the speed
limit, you're given a l'l:lm for 'speeding’ -
and not ‘overspeeding

“I see. The policeman gave Vinita a
challan for speeding. How does that
sound?”

“Good example, Speeding is a common
problem on all our highways.”

"It most certainly is. By the way, did
your cousin's daughter get through the
entrance test?"

“Surprisingly, she did not! Needless to
say, she's crestfallen.”

“Crestfallen? Does it mean
disappointed?”

“Yes, that's one of the meanings of the
word. ‘Crestfallen’ also suggests that
you're disappointed or shocked with the
outcome because it's totally unexpected.”

“In other words, your cousin's
daughter was expecting to get through the
entrance test.”

“That's right! She's never failed a test.”
“How about this example? When the
children were told that the birthday party
had been cancelled, they were

crestfallen.”

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day
Ensconce:

fix firmiy

Synonym: settie

Usage: He ensconced himself in front of the
computer.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/ensconcepron

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jenskons/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu,co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Mind our language —
the variances in
Hindi and English

speaking across India

Data shows that people in non-Hindi States are more willing to learn and speak
new languages, while the same cannot be said for those in the Hindi belt. Moreover,
those in the south have gravitated towards English as the secondary language, with
the share of Hindi speakers remaining stagnant, which explains why resistance to
policies such as the three-language formula is more pronounced in the south

Sambavi Parthasarathy In the south, a higher share of people CHART 1: The chart presents the share of monolinguals—individuals | CMART 2: The chart presents the sh
i 1 dhakrishnan opwd[orhdhhastmkaddllkmal mom:;ﬂzmmwummmmumwm; Tt ::Mnlnnmellm::wmummlh-vum:l;\’llm‘gewu
language, with only a marginal increase
B Mok ad the Contre over S0 me,,m' smln .,m: English P moingunt =] il r==r
nng:smhlnkbhly:nogn ande was rel. the increascin Rejuathan - mm‘ /»ﬁ—--\" Msharashtra = . .
Mmmh:n@rxémmb : . el N Gujarat 1 Reeprrtiemiondy N
5 - Hing-beit
ter M.K. Stalin has reaffirmed the State’s op- Himachal Pradesh - —r0 Odisha 4 o . \
position to Hindi imposition and reiterated Pradesh - )
luwmnitrmmoﬂumv—hngmgpollcy English as a choice — Kerals - e !
Meanwhile, Union Education Minister Dhar- With this pattern established, Charts 3and 4 ex- West Bengal - - Karnataks - [ 2] ety
mendra Pradhan has dismissed these allega- amine the choice of second and third languages pr— P wm,&,‘"
tions. “Tamil is one of the oldest languages of among multilinguals in each State. Chart 3 shows el Tamil Nadu - ] o St screes
our civilisation. But what is wrong if a student in the share of English speakers among native lan- Andnra Pradesh - * e Andhra Pradesh - o0 the non Hindi-belt
‘Tamil Nadu will learn multilingual aspect in ed- guage speakers in 1991 and 2011. For example, in
ucation? It can be Tamil, English and other Indi- TamllNam 13.5% of native Tamil speakers also Taanll Nodui < oo T Haryana -+ e
an languages. There is no imposition of Hindi or spoke English in 1991, a figure that rose to 18.5% [rs— — &
any other language " he had said in February. by 2011, In contrast, in Haryana, the share of na- Bl
If we strip away the details, the core tension tive Hindi speakers who also spoke English de- Kerala - ttar Pradesh ~ -
oncualnmvdvsmndaqlmhmbﬂhas clined from 17.5% to 14.6% over the same period. | ¢ o Share of bi/
long gripped non-Hindi-belt States — especial- A similar trend of declining or stagnating En- Himachel Pradesh ® ®  miliguos afready
lythoulndnnmnh whether implementing proficiency can be observed across sev- Gujarat - — . MadhyaPradesh - @ :'”;','I":":‘u"‘"'
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Centring care in India’s economic policy

he Union Budget for

2025 allocated a record

4,49,028.68 crore to

the Gender Budget
(GB), marking a 37.3% increase
from FY24 and accounting for
8.86% of the total Budget. This rise
is primarily due to the inclusion of
the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana,
which accounts for 24% of the GB,
rather than being driven by
substantial investments in care
infrastructure or new
gender-responsive schemes.
Despite this increase, critical
investments in care infrastructure
remain absent, reinforcing the
persistent invisibilisation of care
work in India’s economic
planning. While the Economic
Surveys of 202324 and 2024-25
highlight care infrastructure as
central to women's
empowerment, the current
Budget misses the opportunity to
make tangible investments to
strengthen India’s care economy
in line with its socio-economic
realities,

Globally, women spend an
average of 17.8% of their time on
unpaid care and domestic work
(UCDW), with women in the
Global South bearing higher
burdens. India is especially
concerning, as Indian women
shoulder 40% more of this burden
than their counterparts in South
Africa and China. The

I Labour O
reports that 53% of Indian women
remain outside the labour force
due to care responsibilities,
compared to just 11% of men,
underscoring entrenched
inequities. For poor and
marginalised women, this burden
is severe as women in low-income
families often juggle 17-19 hours of
daily tasks, balancing paid work
with domestic duties, intensifying
‘time poverty', and eroding their
well-being.

Feminist economists from the
Global South emphasise that
unpaid work in these regions
encompasses a broader range of
tasks compared to the Global
North, extending beyond
household care giving to include

Kerala fishers protest offshore mini

work on family farms, water and over Revised Estimates (RE),

fuel collection, cleaning, and highlighting allocation-spending

cooking. Limited access to gaps. With less than half of villages

essential infrastructure - suchas | having functional household tap STATE OF PLAY

¥ water, clean energy, and sanitation | connections, [JM requires stronger

~ means women spend up to 73% | implementation and water Navamy Sudhish
Sreerupa of their time on these unpaid sustainability measures. navamy sudheshirehehindu.co.in
Resatrch Feliow and activities. For example, women Expanding childcare centres, .
Program Lead at spend nearly five hours daily eldercare support, and assistive he coastal communi-
Institute of Social collecting water, dto 1.5 hnologies would ease women’s ties in Kerala are cur-
Studies Trust hours for men. Climate change care burden, and boost their rently caught in a

exacerbates this burden, with workforce participation. wave of unrest following the

water-related unpaid labour in The third key step is Centre’s plans for offshore

Harshita Kumari

Assodiate, Public
Policy st TQH (The
Quanturm Hub)
Consulting

India projected to reach $1.4
billion by 2050 under a
high-emissions scenario. This
stems from low public investment
in care infrastructure and
entrenched social norms that
assign care work to women.

Solutions ahead

The Economic Survey 202324
highlights that direct public
investment equivalent to 2% of
GDP could generate 11 million jobs
while easing the care burden.
Applying the expanded ‘Three R
framework’-Recognise, Reduce,
Redistribute, and Represent — can
ensure policies are both
contextually relevant and
transformative. The first step
recognising the full spectrum of
UCDW women perform. India's
2019 Time Use Survey mark:d a
milestone in this
issue, revealing that women spend
an average of seven hours daily on
UCDW. Despite the policy benefits
that these surveys carry, their
costs can make implementation
challenging. One solution is to

redistributing care work - from
the home to the State and within
households. The newly
announced U lakh crore Urban
Challenge Fund, with 210,000
crore allocated for FY 2025.26, can
be transformative. This will

mining, which they believe

finance up to 25% of bankable after an amendment to the
projects, encouraging private and Offshore Areas Mineral (Deve:
publl: sector participation in lopment and Regulation) Act,

redevelopmem water, and

this fund, India can smle up p-lm
care infrastructure models already
under way through the Sman

2002. As the Ministry of Mines
issued a notice inviting ten-
ders, fishers launched prot-
ests and demonstrations, and
the Kerala Fisheries Coordina-

Cities Mission. Taking i
from Bogoti's Care Blocks, which
centralise care giving services to
reduce women'’s unpaid work, this

tion Ci was formed to
resist the move. The coastal
hartal on February 27 immo-
bilised the sector for 24 hours,

approach aligns with the fund's and fishers are now gearing up
broader goal of sustainable urban for a Parliament march on
development. March 12

Finally, women’s representation The 2023 amendment to
in decision-making and the Offshore Areas Mineral
implementation is crucial for (Development and Regula-
creating gender-transformative tion) Bill introduced reforms
policies. Excluding women from allowing private sector partici-
this leaves them vulnerable to pation in offshore mining.

icies that fail to address their
ived realities. In fact, involving

This includes granting pro-
duction leases and compasite

feari

A battle between fishing and mining

it will destrov marine ecosystems

fishing grounds, such as Kol-
lam Parappu, it will force ves-
sels, including those from oth-
er States, to operate in coastal
waters, leading to frictions
and clashes.

The proposed mining site
off the Kollam coast is also a
biodiversity hotspot with high
species richness, and essential
for supporting marine life
forms,

An ongoing study by the
University of Kerala's Depart-
ment of Aquatic Biology &

will ravage the fragile marine | nodules and crusts in the An-
ecosystem and bringanendto | daman Sea and Lakshadweep
their traditional way of life. | Sea. Subsranml reserves of
Strong  opposition  erupted de sand were
when proceedings to auction | found in I(zra.l: at water
offshore mineral blocks began | depths between 22 and 45 me-

ters, specifically in the off
shore areas of Ponnani, Cha-
vakkad, Kochi, Alappuzha,
and Kollam.

At present, bids have been
invited for 13 offshore areas
under Tranche 1, including
three blocks of lime mud off
the Gujarat coast, three blocks
of construction sand off the
Kerala coast, and seven blocks
of polymetallic nodules and
crusts off the coast of Great Ni-
cobar Island. The three blocks
selected for mining off the Ker-
ala coast are located in ‘Kol
lam Parappu’ also known as
Quilon Bank, one of the rich-
est fishing zones in the south-
west coast. The fishing hub is

i by L o riend

warns that mining
mﬂm! can cause catas
trophic damage to ecosys-
tems, harming the livelihood
of fishers. It observes that the
exceptional diversity of soli-
tary and soft corals in the Kol-
lam region will be threatened
by sand mining, as the extrac-
tion process will cause sedi-
ment plumes, increasing tur-
bidity and impacting the
composition of the water co-
lumn. This means declining
water quality, disruption of
food webs, and deterioration
of spawning grounds. Apart
from this, there is the need to
evaluate the economic costs
associated with using freshwa-
ter to wash extracted sand.
While discussions continue
about the absenrx of proper
| impact studies

vessels, mesh gill net boats,
and fishers using hook and

and the consequences of off-
shore mining, the full extent

integrate Time-use modules into women in decision-making licences through competitive | line from both Kerala and Ta- | of its potential impact is still

existing household surveys. processes enhances their auctions. mil Nadu. Kollam Parappu is | unknown. As marine ecosys-

The second step is reducing the | effectiveness significantly, Surveys conducted by the | also a crucial habitat teeming | tems lack defined boundaries,

UCDW burden through sometimes by six to seven times. Geological Survey of India re- | with commercially valuable | thereis an inherent uncertain-

time-saving technologies and With the Centre’s emphasis on vealed 1,53,996 million tonnes | marine species. ty surrounding the aftermath

" . expanded access to affordable Nari Shakti as a driver of economic of lime mud within the Exclu- Fishers believe that mining | of extraction. The breakdown

Globally, women | o infrastructure. The Centre growth, India has the opportunity sive Economic Zone off the | operationsin the area willdes- | of ecosystems and habitats

spend an has acknowledgdgapu in access to set a global example for a Gujarat and Maharashtra | troy marine habitats, deplete | can take an all-new dimension

average of 17.8% to essential services by extending gender and care-sensitive coasts, 745 million tonnes of | fish stocks, and render their by crossing expannvc territo-

of their time on the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) until economy. However, the current ion-grade sand off prodh fishing | ries, reslltmg in unforeseen

unpaid care and | 2028, aiming for 100% potable Bmtlfallsshmbynm Kerala coast, 79 million tonnes | grounds irreck ble. They in production

domestic work, water age. funding ing care as a central pillar. of heavy mineral placers in | also worry that mining will in- | or the stendy depletion of ma-

with women in delays and underutilisation hinder | A more deliberate, well-funded the inner-shelf and mid-shelf | crease existing fishing pres- | rine resources may also trig-

. G ) implementation. While the strategy is necessary to ensure off Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, | sure and escalate conflictsbet- | ger a chain reaction, jeopar-

the Global South | gpome's Budget declined by that care work is not treated as an Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Mah- | ween traditional fshers and | dising everything from food

bearing higher 4.51% from last year’s Budget afterthought but as a core arashtra, as well as the mechanised sector. If off- | security and the survival of
burdens Estimates (BE), it saw a 195% jump | component of inclusive growth, lic ferromanganese (Fe- Mn) shore mining destroys major | coastal communities.

Women in South India, Delhi, Punjab have higher levels of obesity

DATA POINT |

Nitika Francis
Kushal Varma |.V.

bout a fourth of men and

women in India were eith-

er ‘overweight’ or ‘obese’
in 2019-21, an increase of 4
tage points from 201516, undcr
scoring the rising health risk posed
by obesity in the country. While
the problem is prominent among
women in most South Indian
States, as well as in Delhi and Pun-
jab, the rate of increase in obesity

High consur

ion of fried foods and aerated drinks is linked to rising obesity rates

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Rindn.

categorised as overweight was
higher than women in the same
period. Between 2015-16 and 2019
21, the share of overweight men in-
creased by three points from 15.9%
to 18.9%. The share of obese wo-
men increased from 5.1% in 2015-
16 to 6.4% in 2019-21, but the cor-
responding increase in obese men
was by one point from 3% to 4%,
during the same period.

Chart 2 shows the gender-wise
change in mildly and moderately
thin levels in India based on BMI fi-
gures. While a BMI between 17.0
and 18.4 is categorised as ‘mildly
I.h;\Te all Fuures under 17.0 are con-

men was faster.
less than a fifth of men and women
in 2019-21 could be categorised as
‘thin’, a significant decline from
the figures in 201516, according to
data from the National Family
Health Survey.

Last week, in his monthly radio
address Mann Ki Baat, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi cautioned
against the rising obesity rates in
India, particularly among chil-
dren. He also advised people to re-
duce the intake of oil by 10% each
month to maintain a healthy
lifestyle.

Increase in BMI

The average body mass index
(BMI), which measures body fat re-
lative to a person’s weight and
height, is considered as a metric of
obesity.

While the average BMI for In-
dian males increased by 0.6 points
from 218 in 201546 to 22.4 in 2019
21, the corresponding rise in BMI
for women was 0.5 points from
21.9 to 22.4 in the same period.

Chart 1 shows the gender-wise
change in overweight and obesity
levels in India based on BMI fi-
gures. Any person with a BMI bet-
ween 25.0 and 29.9 would be con-
sidered ‘overweight’ and an index
above 30 would be considered
‘obese’.

In 201516, 15.5% of women in
India were overweight, and in
2019-21 these figures had risen to
17.6%. The rise in the share of men

ly thin'.
The share of mildly thin wmnen re-
duced from 13.3% in 201516 to 1%
in 201921 and among men the re-
duction was from 12.2% to 9.6% in
the same period. The share of
moderately/severely thin women
decreased from 9.6% to 7.7% bet-
ween 201516 and 2019-21. The
same figures for men declined to
6.6% from 8% in the same period.

Chart 3 shows the State-wise
change in obesity and overweight
levels among women. While the
largest increase in these levels was
seen in Delhi and Punjab, obesity
among women from many south-
emn States —including Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka, and Telangana — were among
the highest in the country.

Chart 4 shows the State-wise
change in obesity and overweight
levels among men. Again, Delhi
features at the top of the list with
the most obese and overweight
men in the country. But so do men
from the Southern States of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Te-
langana and Karnataka.

This rise in obesity corresponds
with the continuing consumption
of fried foods and aerated drinks
among men and women. Over
40% of men and women recorded
munching on fried foods in 2019
21. About 16% of women and 25%
of men consumed aerated drinks
during the same period.

Kushal Varma J.V. is interning with
The Hindu Data Team

Packing on
the kilos

The data for the charts were
sourced from the National
Family Mealth Survey Reports.
(NFHS-4 and NFHS-5]

Chart 1: The chart shows the gender-wise change In over-

weight and obesity levels inIndia (in %)
20

Chart 2: The chart shows the gender-wise change In
mildly and moderately thin levels in India (in %)

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 3, 1975

WHO boost for Indian
medicine

New Delhi, March 2: Traditional systems of
medicine are likely to get a boost if a proposal
now before the World Health Organisation goes
through.

The reported success of the Chinese health
care programme has made the WHO evince
interest in traditional systems of medicine in
various countries, and a group of has
been busy during the past few months collecting
information about Ayurveda and other systems.

This group is said to have come to the
conclusion that these systems can be assigned a
useful role in national health services. The
findings are expected to come up before the
WHO General Assembly session in May, and if
the recommendations are accepted by member

ies, WHO will be forth

Man (overweight) Women (méldly thin)
15 T
Wiomen (overweight)
w0
L ‘Women (obese) . Women {moderately/severely thin) o
5 , i O Man (moderatety/sevarely thin)
" Men (obese) ol
2015-2016 2018-21 2015-2016 201921

Chart 3: State-wise change in share of averweight/obese women
between NFHS-4 {2015 16) and NFMS-5 (2019-2021) (in %)

®20152016 ®2019-2021

Chart 4: State-wise change in share of overweight/obese men
between NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-S (2019-2021) (in %)
®20152016 ®2019-2021

for schemes to utilise Indian systems of
medicine in the rural health care programme.
The WHO group has been on a study tour in
India to have an idea of the role played by the
Vaids and Hakims and the people's response.
The group visited villages and small towns in
Uttar Pradesh and had discussions with medical
experts there. The experts have been convinced
that practitioners of the Indian systems of
medicine are playing a vital role in catering to
the health needs not only in rural areas but also
in towns, and the answer to the problem of rural
medical care lies in deploying Vaids and Hakims.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 3, 1925
Earthquake in America.

New York, March 2: One man was killed and two
women seriously injured through being shaken
off the platform of an elevated railway at New
York during the earthquake shock yesterday
evening. The tremor was felt but seen half a
minute and two minutes over a wide area in
Canada and the United States. It was the most
intense shock registered in New York State since
1755. Many big subway buildings were shaken,
but no damage has been reported anywhere.

New Hampshire villagers proceeded to the
Church fearing that the end of the world had
come.

The Ottawa Seismograph reports indicate that
the epicentre of the disturbance was 400 miles
Eaﬂgcouzminmzvki:ﬁtyol&pmwymr.
Quebec.
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Toon trouble

The power to block content must be

used sparingly

he order of the Ministry of Information

T and Broadcasting, directing the removal
of a cartoon featuring the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, from a Tamil magazine's web-
site, is unwarranted and may not fall under any of
the permissible grounds for such removal. Vika-
tan Plus, an online-only magazine published by
the Vikatan group, has decided to take legal steps
to challenge the order. It had earlier defended the
content at a hearing before an inter- en-
tal committee constituted under the In
logy diary Guidelines and Digital

Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, The Ministry’s
move against the cartoon goes against both free-
dom of expression and freedom of the press. The
cartoon is a piece of trenchant political commen-
tary, as it depicted Mr. Modi shackled in chains in
the pnunm of United Slalu President Donald

The student and the three language debate

n the rhetoric of partisan politics
surrouncing the three hnm formula,
gly, the most i
stakeholder has been forgotten: the
student.

First, it is the child who goes to a public
(government) school, and no one else, who
should be at the very centre of this debate.
Students in public schools form about 55% of the
school enrolment in Tamil Nadu, Children in
private schools (largely from the upper class)
increasingly rely on supplemental learning
beyond school hours, i.e., coaching or tuition
classes, which a public school student cannot
afford. The critical question is this: is learning
three (instead of two) languages essential to
enable a child from a public school to compete
with other more privileged candidates in dlejub
market and become a productive, value-adding
citizen?

Second, while the National Education Policy
(NEP) is path-breaking on many accounts, there
are a few provisions that ignore the ground
realities of public education in India, especially at
lhe primary and secondary levels, The three

‘Trump., This is an app to criticis

formula is one such issue,

voiced in some quarters that Mr. Modi failed to
protest against the ill-treatment of Indian illegal
immigrants deported from the U.S. The Prime Mi-
nister's approach to a foreign policy issue cannot
be immune to symbolic denunciation through a
cartoon. It is even more concerning that the Vika-
tan website itself has been rendered inaccessible
to some users, apparently based on undisclosed
orders or informal instructions to web service
providers.

While a formal order to take down content is
provided for in law, it will be wholly untenable if
the website was sought to be blocked without re-
course to established procedure. The claim that
the website has been inaccessible to some since
February 15 has not been denied so far. Section
69A of the Information Technology Act empow-
ers the government to block content an specified
grounds, including in the interest of "friendly re-
lations with foreign States or public ordtf or for

to the of a
comlsahltoﬂmm but it is not known which of
theuzmndlhasbunkwnlrtd.u'hmkrh
confidential. How an order passed in the exercise
of a statutory power can be deemed a secret is in-
explicable. Even in times like the present when
taking offence is a national pastime as well as a
reason for several Chief Ministers to unleash the
police on their detractors, cartoons ought to en-
joy greater immunity than the written word. In
this case, it is doubtful if political criticism
through a cartoon can be deemed to affect
friendly ties with the U.S. or undermine public
order, The Centre would do well to reverse the
blocking order soon. The power to block content
ought to be used sparingly, mainly to combat of-
fensive content such as hate speech, incitement
to violence and child , but not in de-
ference to a political ind and without regard
to freedom of expression.

Long roots

Entrenched patriarchal biases must be
erased from society, government
f institutions are serious about rooting out
sexism, they must walk the talk. Instead of
merely celebrating the entry of more wo-
men in the workforce, they have to provide an
enabling atmosphere for those on the rolls. In a
judgment last week, the Supreme Court of India
showed its intent by declaring that with more and
more women joining judicial service, it was time
for the judiciary to be more cognisant of their
well-being at the workplace. Reinstating two wo
men judicial officers of Madhya Pradesh wholud
been sacked for “inefficiency”, despite the fact
that one of them had suffered a miscarriage, Jus-
tice BV. Nagarathna said it was not enough to
“find comfort solely in the growing number of fe-
male judicial officers if we are unable to secure
for them a sensitive work environment” The
judgment set aside the ouster of two civil judges,
Sarita Choudhary and Aditi Kumar Sharma, term-
ing the termination orders “punitive, arbitrary
and illegal™. That Justice Nagarathna, one of two
women judges in the Court, which has a sanc-
tioned strength of 34, had to step in, is an indica-
tion of the long and difficult fight for gender
equality, and the need for change in mindsets
and reform. In several past verdicts too, the

A problematic
The NEP declares that the compulsory learning of
three languages is intended to improve the
cognitive ability of students, enable mobility for
employment and promote national integration.
This very hypothesis is a problematic one.
L-ngmpri‘:’a necessary tool for acquiring
Amowisan and fhr

with the breathtaking progress in technology,
particularly Artificial Intelligence, language
proficiency itself will gradually lose its
significance as a tool for knowledge acquisition.
You could post your query in any language, in say
Google Gemini (even children in a public school
will hopefully soon have access either through a
smart classroom or a smartphone), and get an
answer instantly.

In the years ahead, this access will only get
chnpu and bmer There is of course

b1 king

skills with
mlﬂw abilities, but none which establishes
that pwdidmry ln more Imml will
ive abilities. In
fact, mrchnmqultclhemnmry that a
strong foundation in a child’s mother tongue is
tlal before 4 1 1

language(s).
A third language will certainly enable better
ation with the that speaks
that language. But that is a choice that most
adults make as a part of the

R.Seshasayee

is & corparate director
and author

There Is no
academic merit
in thrusting a
lhlrd Innguagc

they join the Indian Army and thrive famously.
Tamilian salesmen speak flawless Marathi when
they sell their wares in Mahnlhnz

gainful employment opportunities. So long as
opportunities for public school students are
available within the State, either from

Third, the state of primary is
pathetic, nationally and in Tamil Nadu, as
highlighted in the Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) Survey 2024, Despite some good
initiatives in recent times, 88% of class three
students in Tamil Nadu still lack basic literacy

proficiency.
Thdnlkmhevmmmwiththemnd
language, English.

private enterprise or self
employment (the case thus far), the need for a
third language may not be critical. However, the
system outcomes must facilitate wider choices for
students from Tamil Nadu to compete for the best
educational and employment opportunities,
nationally and even globally.
Snlmual-}uﬂlhmnﬂnmmbemdﬁdll
k for central services, the

even from Endld: mzdium public mhonh
struggle to adapt when transitioning to
English-medium instruction in college,
plmculnﬂy professional courses, because in
the school, they are taught in Tamil, not in
English,

Focus on teaching and learning
The response to the shocking state of quality in
mary (and wﬁedfamrdmm:md-ry and

dv.-fmcemitnmdlhe diciary, students from
‘Tamil Nadu should be able to compete at a
national level, as they have done successfully for
several decades. Better teaching/leamning of

would improve their competitiveness in
the world, which is increasingly looking for
English literate service 3

The politics and the student
Sn.whmunhewuyfomrd?mmmtw

ion is to

to this problem: politico-cultural and

improve uachim qualhy and learning

child devek

and not to add one more language. There is a
finite time available at school to ‘cover' all

subjects. With acquisition of Immllzdg pﬂng
casier and quicker through tech

Mrwlormmddundhgmnylpollﬂu

on the issue is not the s of this article. But it
is lm,:umm to acknowledge from a child
V ive, that it is a two-front

should increasingly focus on developing
attributes such as curiosity, critical thinking and
creativity, which are critical to success in the 2ist
century. There is a need to provide more time
and space in the curriculum for inculcating these
traits, rather than thrusting a third language.
Within this finite time, it is important to enable
deeper learning than wider learning.

Fourth, it is not dear how public schools
would be able to find adequate and competent
teachers for a third language, even assuming that
every parent chooses Hindi and not a variety of
other 5. There is every reason to fear the
quality of teachers Jeading to inferior learning.
Despite Tamil Nadu having one of the highest
per-child education budgets in the country,
BO%-90% of the budget is spent on teacher
salaries, while infrastructure suffers. The cost of
having third teachers could eat into the
funds available for infrastructure.

Language is a great anchor of cultural values,
National unity is Indud a foundational value, and

lhcm could be
a risk of raising
a generation
that is
handicapped o

th
choaose. Tamil ‘thambis' mlck!y learn Hindi when

C
nationally

the C ion p for the p of
Hindi. While a common I:thnimble, it
would be at the tail end of cultural initiatives to
promote unity. A spirit of respect for other
cultures and a shared sense of history should be
an integral part of learning. A third language is
neither the only nor a superior way to inculcate
these values.

That said, education should lead to a choice of

political battle, i.e., one, stopping Hindi
‘imposition’ on the State; and two, fighting to
retain the robust status of English nationally. The
second is a more challenging task.

The State's politics may not harm the future of
students, as Jong as English continues as an
official language at the Centre with equal force
and usage.

lly the land is likely
to change with Hindi progressively replacing
English (in spirit even if not in letter because of
constitutional safeguards), the State's politics
should factor this reality and seriously consider
the child's devel from the
crossfire of political battles.

Here is a possible approach that has the
interests of the child in mind.

Since there is no academic merit in thrusting a
third language on the child, particularly at the
primary level, Hindi could be offered, as an
option as a third language from middle public
school. This could be started in schools in the
district head
to other schools, dnpmding on dzmmd which,
in turn, will depend on the momentum of Hindi
replacing English at the national level,

A rigid political position could result in a
generation of students that is handicapped to
compete nationally. This issue should be a debate
and a discussion, and not a war that destrays the
future of the young.

Multiple bullies at work, out to create a ‘multipolar world’ *

hy has US. President Donald Trump

thrown a public tantrum and refused

to deal with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy? It is time to remember
what is at stake for Ukraine. Who better to tell it
like it is than John Mearsheimer, Realist advocate
ofa mnll:x:htmldordﬂ. who has consistently

US.Jed West of provoking Russia to

war.

Exactly a week after Russian President
Viadimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine in February
2022, Mearsheimer explained in a media
interview that any peace deal with Mr. Putin
would require Ukraine to give up not just some
territory or hopes of North Atlantic Treaty
Onganization membership. It would be nothing
short of its democracy. He told an interviewer
that Mr. Putin “wants to install in Kyiv a
pro-Russian government, a government that is
attuned to Moscow's interests...."A Ukraine that
was a liberal democracy, he said, was “from a
Russian perspective...an existential threat.”

But would it not be imperialism, asked the
interviewer, to tell Ukrainians that they cannot be
a liberal democracy? Mearsheimer replied, “It's
not imperialism; this is great-power politics,
When you're a country like Ukraine and you live
next door to a great power like Russia, you have
to pay careful attention to what the Russians
think, because if you take a stick and you poke
them in the eye, they're going to retaliate.”

‘Democracy is not realistic’

Court had drawn to gender yp
Ing md discrimination against women,
her judgment, )unkc Nmml\nu under-
icnwd the importance of more women in
the}udldnry and this holds true of other branch-
such as the legisl and
the mmlvc Greater representation of women
will ensure better understanding of their needs
and lead to better policies. The freedom from dis-
crimination or equal protection of the kaws dur-
ing pregnancy and are p rights
for the women workforce, she noted. Just as
motherhood brings joy, a miscarriage has a deep
psychological, physical and mental impact on
women, and the onus is u:ldrnllcymk!rl to be
aware of this and act accordingly. While gender
cannot be an excuse for poor performance, it is
incredible that the Court had to intervene to call
out a wrong on a basic issue such as maternal
rights. In doing so, the Court has also, yet again,
reminded not only those in power but also the
larger society, that age-old, entrenched patriar-
chal systems have no place in a country aspiring
to emerge as a developed economy. If women are
not provided a larger role in decision-making,
their concerns will remain invisible to policy. To
achieve that goal, education has to be accessible
to girls in a non-discriminatory manner. At work,
they must be assured of a safe and healthy envi-
ronment as a basic right and guarantee.

y simply is not realistic in a multipolar
world, said Mearsheimer. “In an ideal world, it
would be wonderful if the Ukrainians were free to
choose their own political system and to choose
their own foreign policy. But in the real world,
that is not feasible.”

Today, Mr. Trump is eager to give Mr. Putin the
regime change he wants, He calls Mr. Zelenskyy a
“dictator"with a "4% approval rating,” and has
suggested more than once that peace is possible
only if Mr. Zelenskyy steps down.

wm kind of Ukraine do Mr. Putin and Mr.

mm?lmkndnmhumﬂomtm “live
to a great power like Russia,” and the
answer is clear, Democratic protests in Belarus

s an activist
and writer

A growing
illiberal
international
project Is posing
the biggest
threat to
democracy,
people and
peace in

the world

and Kazakhstan have been brutally suppressed
with the help of the Russian military. Belarus
President Alexander Lukashenko declares, “It's
better to have a dictatorship like in Belarus than a
democracy like Ukraine.” The Ukrainians
obviously disagree.

1t should be remembered that far from
instigating Mr. Zelenskyy to stay and fight, former
U.S, President Joe Biden had done all he could to
force him to flee, hoping that it would appease
Mr. Putin and avert a prolonged war.

In January 2022, Mr. Biden had declared that
NATO would be divided in case of a “minor
incursion”, and Zelenskyy had to “remind the
great powers that there are no minor incursions
and small nations”,

Mr. Biden had evacuated the U.S. embassy
from Kyiv and said, days before the Russian
invasion, that “it may be the wise choice for
President Zelenskyy to leave Ukraine™. After the
invasion, Mr. Zelenskyy had to again tell the US.
that he was looking for ammunition, and not a
ride.

The wider border of this project

Ukraine is not the only country where Mr. Trump
and Mr. Putin want a regime in their own image.
.S Vice President J.D. Vance and Mr. Trump’s
oligarch aide Elon Musk urged Germans to vote
for the far-right anti-immigrant AfD. Mr. Vance
told the European Union (EU) in Munich that Mr.
Trump wanted to liberate European people from
their “internal threat” — immigrants and the
liberal democratic leadership that let them into

Europe.

For the past decade, Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbén has declared making his country an
“illiberal democracy™ as his goal, and to turn the
EU into an illiberal project. Since then, Mr. Putin
has put his weight behind that project in every
way. And Mr. Vance made it clear that Mr. Trump,
“the new sheriff in town", wants the same: an EU
aligned with Christian values, not universal
human rights and democratic standards; an EU
where member-nations will face no censure for
passing Putin-style laws banning “gay
propaganda”.

Mr. Orbin has the distinction of refusing to

honour the International Criminal Court's
warrants issued against Mr. Putin and Isracli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Mr. Trump
and Mr. Netanyahu voted for Mr. Putin in the
United Nations, Mr. Trump treats Gaza and
Ukraine as of real estate at the mercy of
the gen I bully next door. Mr. Trump has
branded ethnic cleansing in Gaza with his name,
turning it into an obscene Al-generated Nero's
Feast. He turned peace talks in the Oval Office
into reality TV where the most powerful man in
the world and his henchmen and media bully an
elected leader of an invaded and occupied nation.

The national bullies are acting in concert to
create a “multipolar world" — a world safe for all
bullies and bigots, It is high time we stopped
imagining that multiple bullies make the
playground safer, and that “multipolar”

non-western tyrants are the lesser evil “regardless

of the internal character” of the involved,

U.S. Secretary of State Marco has
declared support for a multipolar world. Mr Putin
has always insisted that there are “two Wests",
and that his quarrel is with the West of universal
democratic principles and rules; an illiberal US.,
United Kingdom and EU are welcome to the
multipolar world,

It is better late than never

It is the growing assertion of an illiberal
international project (led by Mr. Trump, Mr.
Putin, Mr. Netanyahu, and China’s Xi finping, and
including Narendra Modi, Mr. Orban a

European fascists) that poses the greatest threat
mdemncracy people, peace, and the planet

mlmulhnlurl:oldlhmmibcﬂl
international is just the West versus the Rest
“business as usual” is moral bankruptcy and
suicidal folly — exactly as it is to quibble over the

semantics of Mr. Modi's project of an illiberal

Hindu-only India.
It is better late than never to take on the
illiberal ional and defend

human rights, democratic solidarity. A good start
would be for Indians defending democracy to
show solidarity with Ukraine defending itself
from the Putin‘Trump tyranny.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

At the White House

The manner in which U.S.
President Donald Trump
and U.S. Vice President J.D.
Vance treated the Ukrainian
President, Volodymyr

Zelenskyy, at the White many a heart.
House meet is definitely a Tharclus S. Fernando,
pointer to the fascist Chennai

attitude and the arrogance
of right-wing arm-twisters,

But Mr. Zelenskyy left like
the proverbial David.
Whether he is going to win
the war or not for his
people needs to be seen,
but he has definitely won

Mr. Trump's remarks

seemed to ignore the reality
that Russia is the aggressor 5.5. Paul,
in this war. The

face of grave aggression.
Chakdaha, Nadia, West Bengal

‘third world war’ To arrange
such a sensitive meeting in
full media glare was the

interaction is a new low in
diplomacy. But the
response, somewhat

consequences will extend height of diplomatic muted, by Europe, except
beyond Kyiv. A Russian It was fatuous of Mr. Trump stupidity. Hungary, is positive. Who
victory would embolden to have expected Mr. SV Venkatakrishnan, will bell the (Trump) cat?
authoritarian regimes Zelenskyy to sign on the Bengaluru Ayyasserl Raveendranath,
worldwide. In the end, this dotted line without offering Aanmula, Kerala

is not just about Ukraine. It any security guarantee. His The absurd and Letters emailed to

is about the credibility of arrogance was exposed by acrimonious letters@thehindu.co.in

the democratic world in the | the use of the phrase of a Trump-Vance-Zelenskyy must carry the postal address.
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Euclid space telescope discovers new
‘Einstein ring’ in nearby galaxy

All Einstein rings have great scientific value, but Altieris ring is extra special because it has been observed in a wellstudied nearby galaxy, NGC 6505, Only five other
gravitational lenses at similar distances have been found so far. Altieris ring is composed of the distorted images of another galaxy 4.5 billion lightyears away

Smriti Mahajan
ore than a century ago,
Albert Einstein predicted
that massive objects like
large galaxies and clusters of

galaxies act like giant lenses in space by
bending light from distant objects.

As seen from an observer on the earth,
a rare alignment of a background object
with such a lens in the foreground can
lead to a visual spectacle. Because of the
lensing, the observer sees arc-like
structures skirt the foreground lens.
Sometimes these arcs are arranged in a
circular pattern, which is called an
Einstein ring.

Altieri’s ring

Recently, the Euclid space mission of the
European Space Agency (ESA) spotted an
Einstein ring in the galaxy NGC 6505, just
590 million lightyears from the earth.
This may sound like a long distance, but
on the astronomical scale, the galaxy is
veritably in our cosmic backyard.

An astronomer named Bruno Altieri
first noticed this Einstein ring in
September 2023 in a blurry image
captured by Euclid, which ESA had
launched only two months earlier.

The image was unfocused by design
because in the initial days of the mission,
scientists were taking data to test if all of
Euclid's systems were functioning
properly. Subsequent images of the galaxy
yielded focused images, using which

i i the p of the
ring. It has since been nicknamed Altieri's
ring in honour of the scientist who
stumbled upon it,

A quirk of the light

Einstein predicted that light will not travel
on a straight path when moving in the
vicinity of massive objects. He argued that
a large object distorts spacetime ~ the
fabric of space and time around it - just
like the curvature of a hammaock is
determined by the mass of the person
sitting in it,

This idea forms the basis of Einstein's
famous general theory of relativity, which
the American physicist John Wheeler

dup p ly in the following
words: “matter tells spacetime how to
curve, and curved spacetime tells matter
how to move”

The massive object in the foreground,
called a gravitational lens, distorts and
amplifies the light coming from
background sources in the same way a
magnifying glass distorts the path of light
scattered by a background object, like
small lettering on a piece of paper.

That said, a gravitational Jens is not as
perfectly shaped as a magnifying glass
and may produce multiple images of the
background object. The number of
images depends on the relative distance
between the lens and the observer,

.
In the middle of thes image, the fuzzy-looking bulb of light in a warm shade of yellow extends around a small bright spot, nestled within a thin ight circle that

between the lens and the background
object, and the latter’s alignment with the
lens.

This quirky cosmic phenomenon is
called strong gravitational lensing, The
multiple images can appear in a variety of
configurations around the lens and can
assume slightly different shapes and sizes
depending on the distribution of matter
init.

An Einstein ring is a special case of
strong gravitational lensing. A
discovered the first Einstein ring in 1998,
more than 80 years after Einstein
predicted their existence. An Einstein ring
is created when a gravitational lens
distorts light coming from a distant
background object, like a star or a galaxy,
in such a way that the multiple images
created in the foreground form a circular
pattern around the lens. This requires a
near-perfect alignment between the
distant object, the lens, and the observer.

A new set of eyes
All Einstein rings have great scientific
value, but Altieri’s ring is extra-special
because scientists have observed it in a
well studied nearby galaxy, NGC 6505,
Scientists have found only five other
gravitational lenses at similar distances so
far, Altieri's ring is composed of the
distorted images of another galaxy 4.5
billion lightyears away.

Since NGC 6505 has been known to
astronomers since the 19th century, the

appears to be drawn closely around It The circle is an Einstein ring, ESAEUCLID/EUCLID CONSORTIUM/NASA

10} cove! L

ring in 1998, 80 years after

ring's discovery shows how turning new
telescopes to old targets can still yield
valuable new knowledge.

The study of Einstein rings can also
provide new insights into the universe's
expansion and provide opportunities to
test the theory of general relativity and
investigate distant objects that are
otherwise obscured.

They can also help astronomers
understand the nature of dark matter, a
mysterious form of matter that comprises
around 30% of the total mass-energy
budget of the universe yet remains
undetected because it doesn't interact
with the normal matter of which you and
1 are made. The presence of dark matter
can only be inferred from the
gravitational effect it has on matter
surrounding it - or by bending light
around itself,

One of a kind, probably

Following the discovery of Altieri's ring in
September 2023, Euclid scientists further
investigated this system for more insights
using other telescopes, This way, for
example, data from the Keck Cosmic Web
Imager (KCWI) obtained in March 2024

Reused plastic bottles hang from a tree during a “climate march® by volunteers on the banks of the Yamuna River to raise awareness about the need for a cleanup of the river
and other environmental issues in New Delhi on March 2, /m

confirmed the lensed nature of the
images.

Together with data from the archives of
the Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope and
the Dark Energy Spectroscopic
Instrument, scientists also confirmed the
total mass of stars and the distance to
NGC 6505 and the lensed galaxy. They
found that the latter is an old galaxy no
longer forming stars.

While the discovery of Altieri's ring so
early in Euclid's life is exciting for the
mission, its scientists sounded caution in
a paper published in Astronomy &
Astrophysics on February 10: *... the
exceptional nature of Altieri’s lens means
it is unlikely that Euclid will find another
lens” closer than around 680 million
light-years “with a ring as bright as that

Euclid began to scan the sky formally
on February 14, 2024, and is expected to
discover 100,000 new gravitational lenses
in the universe. Its chances of discovering
lenses so close to the earth, however,
remain slim because of the smaller
volume of the universe available to look
in.

This said, the discovery of Altieri’s ring
highlights Euclid's potential and the role it
can play in advancing our understanding
of dark matter.

(Smriti Mahajan is an astronomer and
science communicator promoting STEM
education through astronomy.
mahajan.smriti@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Recently the Euchd space
mission spotted an Einstein
ring in the galaxy NGC 6505
An astronomer named Bruno
Altiert first noticed this
Einstein ring in September
2023 in a blurry image
captured by Euclid, which ESA
had launched only two
months earlier
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Elnstein predicted that light
will not travel on a straight
path In the vicinity of massive
objects. A massive object in
the foreground of  light
SOUrCe acts s & gravitational
lens, distorting and amplifying
light in the same way a
magnifying glass distorts

the path of ight
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Euclid began to scan the sky
formally on February 14, 2024,
and Is expected to discover
100,000 new gravitational
lenses. Its chances of
discovering lenses so close to
the earth, hawever, remain
slim because of the smaller
volume of the universe
available to kook In
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Planetary parade: worlds on show

Vasudevan Mukunth

In a small window of time
around February 28, people
on the earth were in for a
visual treat as seven
planets, plus the moon,
lined up in the night sky.
These events are called
planetary parades because
the planets seem to line up,
one behind the other, in the
night sky in the order of
their distance from the sun.
Depending on the
number of planets involved,
planetary parades can be
common or rare, For
example, a parade of three
or four planets occurs once
every few years, whereas a
parade of seven or eight
planets is very rare, The
parade around February 28
was of the latter variety,
involving seven planets:
Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and
Neptune,
The closer planets were
visible to the naked eye, but

Planetary parades are not particularly significant to
sclentists but they can create a visual spectacle, GETTY
IMAGES

involving six planets.,

Planetary parades are not particularly
significant to scientists, The reason why they
happen is simple: the planets of the solar system
all orbit the sun in roughly the same plane,
called the ecliptic plane. So as they move in
their orbits, every once in a while some of them
will be visible together from the earth, This
wouldn’t have been possible if the planets were
moving around in different orbits.

(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

the farther ones, especially For feedback and suggestions
Uranus and Neptune, for ‘Sclence’, please write to
required telescopes to see, sclence@thehindu.co.in

The next such line-up is
only expected in 2040,

with the subject ‘Daily page’
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In America first, an opening

Trump's threat of reciprocal tariffs could be a chance to transition from
protectionism to a productivity-driven agri-export strategy

N

FROM P

LATI

BY ASHOK GULATI,
HARSH WARDHAN AND
SULAKSHANA RAO

'O PLOUGH

USPRESIDENT DONALD Trumgp's latest push
for “reciprocal tariffs” is aimed at reducing
trade deficits and aligns with his broader
“America First" policy. In 2024, the US trade
deficit had surged to $918.4 billion, from
$784.9 billion in 2023. The largest deficit was
recorded with China at $295.4 billion, while
India accounted for only $45.7 billion,
Trump has, however, frequently criticised
India’s high tariffs and trade barriers on
American goods, referring to India as the
“tariff king". During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's recent US visit, Trump re-
iterated that India would not be exempt
from these proposed tariffs, which are de-
signed to match the import tariffs that other
countries impose on US goods,

We don't know yet whether these recip-
rocal tariffs will be on all goods or sector by
sector or commodity by commadity. But it
is better to prepare for the worst, and hope
for the best. According to WTO data, India
imposes signil higher tari the
US, with a simple average rate of 17 percent
onall goods, compared to about 3.3 per cent
imposed by the US (see graphics). The trade-
weighted tariffs further highlight this gap —
12 percentinindiavs. 2.2 percentinthe US,

and 50 per cent import dutyin India, besides
non-tariff barriers of GM crops in India.
While India has adopted Bt cotton, and
its by-products such as GM cotton seed oil
and cotton seed oil cake, which is used as
feed, it continues to ban GM soy and maize,
despite growing domestic demand for high-

However, the most striking di isin
the agriculture sector, where India's tariffs
are notably higher — the simple average tar-
iff being 39 per cent, and trade-weighted av-
erage being 65 per cent. In comparison, the
US maintains relatively low agricultural tar-
iffs with a simple average of 5 percentand a
mde—vmgmzdmrnldpﬁmnt Giventhis

agni-products, the pro-

rade poiicy
US, which remains a global leader in GM crop
production with high yields.

The challenge for India is to strike a bal-
ance between protecting its farmers and
keeping its most lucrative export market
open. India and the US are already holding
discussions for a broader trade agreement
with the ambitious "Mission 500" which

posed ru:ipml ariffs asubstan-
tial impact on India’s agricultural exports to
the US — its largest trading partner.

The USis India’s largest agri-export mar-
ket, giving a trade surplus of $3.46 billion in
2023-24, Key Indianexports include shrimp,
basmati rice, processed foods, and honey,
while the US exports to India include al-
maonds, cotton, ethanol, and soybean oil. If

. S :

to 3500 billion

by 2030, There is much scope for increas-
lng India’s agri-exports to the US, provided
India gets market access. Food preparations,
butter, bovine meat cuts, all attract more
than 20 per cent import duty in the US,
These can be negotiated to lower levels pro-
vided India is also ready to lower itsimport
duties. Ouranalysis shows that Indian agri-

exports — especially duty-free items like
shrimp — could become uncompetitive,
while imports from the US may rise. This
could shrink or even erase India's agri-trade
pl the US. Thus, cool headed
tiations are important for India to maximise

culture is quite and its exports
can increase provided export policy re-
mains open. Many fruits and vegetables
ranging from bananas to okra have export
potential, But it will require streamlining
their export value chains.

India has been open to selective conces-

its gains by asking for market accessofanum-  sions. For instance, in Washington apples
ber of agri-commaodities where India has [ﬁcmSOpamm 15 percent ). A phased tar-
L and ingd iff ion in food

on others where US may like to export to
India. US interests are exporting whiskey,
which attracts 150 per cent duty in India, wal-
nutsand chicken legs 100 percent
duty, skimmed milk powder (SMP) attract-

at 150 per cent), walnuts (100 per cent), cut
chicken legs (100 per cent). and dairy prod-
ucts such as cheese and skimmed milk pow-
da(!O—GOwrtaﬁ]ﬂnuﬂheﬂWnaﬂtd,

asUSis k to

ing 60 per cent duty, wheat, and
maize, which attract 40 per cent, 45 percent,

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRbRGIOKE louudolr

ke

India’s agricultural trade can
grow in an increasingly
reciprocal global market if we
negotiate smartly and
prioritise our investments
that make agriculture more
competitive rather than
leaning towards heavy
subsidies as in the case of
fertilisers and free power.
Trump’s tariff threats should
be a wake-up call for India's
agricultural policymakers. If
handled wisely, it could be an
opportunity to transition
from tariff-heavy trade
protectionism to a more
resilient, productivity-driven
export strategy — one that
ensures long-term gains

for Indian farmers and
exporters alike.

COMPARISON OF MFN TARIFF RATES:
IIIIAVISUSA

W India- Simple Avg

¥ India-Trade weighted
# USA- Simple Avg

W USA- Trade weighted
Al figures in %

C R Sasikumar

mestic producers remain competitive, such
as poultry (cut chicken legs ), should undergo
gradual tariff reductions.

Tariff concessions are like a band aid in
the short-term. In the medium to long term,
we need to set our house in arder. First, R&D
investments is one major anmu Currently,
central and stats
gether remain below 0.5 per cent olagn-
GDP, far lower
must invest at least 1 per cent of | usam-GDP
in R&D, ensuring that exports remain com-
petitive rather than dependent on pro-
tection, Second, India must modernise its
agri-value chains including expanding cold
storage capacity, upgrading logistics infra-
structure, and ensuring better quality certi-
fication and traceability. Key production cdlus-
ters must be developed to agri-export hubs
with the help of APEDA to boost India’s agri-
export potential in high-value horticultural
commaodities (banana, mango and mango
pulp, pomegranates in markets like Russia,
Korea, Japan, Australia).

India's agricultural trade can grow in an
increasingly reciprocal global market if we
negotiate smartly and prioritise our invest-
ments that make agriculture more compet-
itive rather than leaning towards heavy sub-
sidies as in the case of fertilisers and free
power. Trump's taniff threats should be a
wake-up call for India's agricultural policy-
makers. If handled wisely, it could be an op-
portunity to transition from tariff-heavy
trade protectionism to a more resilient, pro-
ductivity-driven export strategy — one that
ensures long-term gains for Indian farmers
and exporters alike.

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Me. Trump wants to redefine free speech with bans, bullying and fear. Its never

been more necessary to speak up.”

= THENEW YORK TIMES

In search of
greener pastures

Migration can work for all if governments
across countries collaborate with
successful i lmmlgrants

OVER THE BARREI
BY VIKRAM S MEHTA

MEENAKSHI AHAMED'S BOOK Indian
Genius: The Meteoric Rise of Indians in

m:mme subject of political debate. This is
for numerically understandable reasons.
Pope estimates that 5 per cent of America's
2 7 iy
25 million people crossed the Mexican-LIS
barder in 2023, up from 500,000 in 2022;
and Europe received 380,000 illegals in
2023 —the highest number in overa decade.
In consequence, governments have tight-
ened border controls and the rules related
to visas and asylum. Peremptory deporta-
tion in military aircraft is, however, still a
Trump exclusive.
Thcl explained by \s thu
the curre: m&m - m

of anti-immigrati
Thebookisi ment is “at lhc chmm-dul
sketches are “history without theory™. Itis  immigration is becoming more essential”.
immigrati hot-button ~ She writes that “thirty of the largest

y
subject in the West and with the arrival of
two plane loads of deported Indians from
America, some in handcuffs, it is also of rel-
evance to India and ipso facto to every
“source country”, It is important because

these hugely succe:
ful Indians, one can discern of ex-
perience that mxphr help devdnpa “non-
Zero sum 0 make

economies in the world suffer from labour

that these J cost
anestimated $1.3 trillionin lost GDPin 2023
alone". She lists several reasons for the im-
balance between "legal migration and eco-
nomic need” — the paucity of channels for
legal access; the difficulty of accessing these
channels; dtspu-aduldsnfomuumam
criminal the be-

(can)work for all”, the title of an article writ-

tween labour market demand and visa is-

tenby Amy Pope, the Director Generalofthe  suance; drluwpnwxyaccm:egmk;ﬂk

1 ; it ; o d"andt

inthe latest issue of the Foreign. lenge of landing a job through “ethical, safe
Ahamed profiles familiar names under  and legal pathways", Leaders in both

four categories. “source” and “destination” countries, she
The “techies” include Kanwal Rekhi, hould

founder of TIE, the India-US th blocker:

club to foster startups; Vinod Khusla. lhc Itisin thisefiort to remove such blockers

‘Sun Mic dul Ahamed's book acquires importance.
MOst sLc ventun Silicon icans are the richest ethnic

Valley and “company men” like Shantanu
Narayen (Adobe) and Satya Nadella
(Microsoft); the “healers” or the "medicine
men" that include the polymath doctor of

medicine and mi and
best selling author Deepak Chopra; the
younger but comparably gifted doctors,

group in America with a per capita income
0f$1,00,000 compared to §75,000 for other
Asiansand $53,600 for the rest. Thisis based
on a poll done by Pew in 2018. Further, the
American Association of Physicians has es-
timated that 10 per cent of US doctors are
lndun in origin. These statistics and other

writers and researchers,

firm that Indian across

Mukerjee, Atul Gawande and
Verghese; the “influencers” or those that
have impacted public policy — the scholar,
Joumnalist and CNN anchor Fareed Zakaria;

duable assettothe
US and that they have enormous intellec-
tual heft, financial resources, global net-
works and social influence.

thelawyer Neal Katyal, former Govemor and Ahamed's book brings to attention the
President Trump's totheUNin  rolethat thisc an play in crack-
his first term Nilki Haley, and "GenNext™ —  ing the political conundrum of migration.

acluster of brilliant millennials who were
bom in America.

All the people profiled by Ahamed are
supremely talented. They would have suc-
ceeded in any environment. But the acco-
lades they have received did not fall like
Manna from heaven, Their success is the
result of familial support, cducamn. hard
work and an bli

Her narration suggests that the larger
swathe of the Indian Americans and not
just those profiled would be willing to
leverage their talent and personal experi-
ence to help remove the systemic blockers
identified by Pope. The responses of those
interviewed conveys a subliminal aware-
ness that had they confronted anti-immi-
grant that has the

Fareed Zakaria talks of his mother as his
rock of support in whatever he did which
allowed him to explore options at will,
Several point out that education provided
them the confidence to circumvent the
subtle and not-so-subtle b f caste,

Wiestern world they might have not got the
btpaks they did. Their talent would have
" b

been allowed in. o
The search for a better future isaninte-

Ise. It cannot be stopped.

class, racial and religious prejudice that
lhtyhmdmlldumdmelﬁfurmm

This is not to suggest illegal migration
should be condoned; simply that force isa

Giving cities their due

India’s urban centres need to plan better to tackle pollution, climate change

AMITABH KANT AND RANVEER NAGAICH

Gk professor, Karwal i fin-  blunt i for correcting the pres-
thwn!kmuszmarkﬁowmmm vestors to bring in a "White CE0" toman-  enti -anwork for all”
Views are personal age the company he Alicon-  if in "source” and “destina-
firm that Malcolm Gladwell's 10,000-hour  tion” countries collaborate with success-
work rule is the sine qua non for their“ge-  ful i; to developa *
nius”, And everyone ack the sum' it those bet-
debt of gratitude they owe to the enabling  ter. hy topro-
culture in the US that allowed them tore-  tect their nativist turf.
alise their “genius”,
None of these individuals came to The writer is chs d Distingui:
America through the “Dunki” route. Fellow, Centre for Social and
Notwithstanding that, their stories are Economic Progress

EVERY WINTER, DELHI'S air turns haz-
ardous at worst and unhealthy at best. Not
just in the capital; pollution has become a
national issue. Our cities are amongst the
most polluted in the world, This s also not
just about pollution. Indian cities struggle

leviate heat levels while investing in mod-
ern drainage and management sys-
tems to mitigate the effects of heavy rainfall.
Sumglhemng early waming systems and

Join FREE Telegram Channdl itpsy/t el Bu7sent pQdhIODg]
sanur-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

that, while not officially

ban area, exhibits alldrd\aratlmsucs ofit.
According to the 2011 Census, census towns
increased from 1,362 in 2001 m 389%4in

fers valuablunslg}ls for India.
In the Union Budget for 2025-26, the

I.ndun government announced the estab-

of a Rs 1 lakh crore Urban

with climate change, poor i ture
and weak public services. By 2036, more
than 600 million people will live in Indian
cities — our cities are not ready for this
growth. Roads are overcrowded, pollution
is worsening and essential services like wa-
ter and sanitation are failing Our cities are
becoming unsafe and unliveable.

Gulh:ngt Fund. This fund will implement
iatives in areas such as Cities as Growth

can save 1m5 2011 hird of the
Indian cities face a severe b vth that decade. While this
sis which is th public health and pmhk P it

economic growth, In addition to air pollu-
tion, water and waste mismanagement im-
pact millions daily. Forty-two towns rank
among the top 50 for air pollution, with
nearly 50 per cent of 603 rivers polluted
and less than one-fifth of waste treated.
Veehicle emissions, industrial discharge and
jon dust il i

Census

towns continue to be governed as rural ar-
eas, lacking the capacity and resources to
manage urban infrastructure and services.
This governance mismatch leads to inade-
quate urban planning, insufficient public
services, and haphazard development.
the absence of formal urban sta-

Indiancities
struggle to match global destinations like

diseases and other health issues. The Clean

tus means these towns do nm receive ap-

Hubs, Creative Redevelopment of Cities, and
Water and Sanitation. Indi ies must be

WOMEN IN POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Gender
just third-tier’(IE, February 28). Article
243D of our Constitution mentions
women's reservation for Panc

fecting the quality of governance at the
local level. Patriarchal norms, attitudes
and practices, socio-economic barri-
ers such as poverty, illiteracy, and lack

of mnhlllly. and mammmnga balance
iesand

PRIs). However, it has been

challenged to transform into world-class
dcstmanons by learning from Singapore’s
mhamsatm The F\md can in-

invest in mass transit, and enhance summ-
ability. in

argued that women representatives
usually work as proxies for lhﬂl’ palll-
ically. C

public roles for women without
compromising their health and well-
being are challenges that need to
be

have been pradhan in previous terms
or harbounng ambitions to contest

housing, green urban spaces, and efficient

Bangkok, London, Dubai, and Singap
Bangkok thrives on its efficient metro, vibrant
street life, and tourist-friendly policies.
London offers less public

Air Fund that air costs
India almost $95 billion annually in lost
productivity and h

propriate funding rb,
schemes, Their delayed recognition and in-
into formal urban governance

Water is also critical. Major

green spaces, and cultural hubs, Dubai at-

rivers like lhc Yamuna and Ganga are heav-

ning and

ily making them unsafe for
and harmful for marine bio-

leads in clean governance and smart city ini-
tiatives. To compete, Indian cities need bold

diversity. In Bengaluru, lakes have either
dntd up or become toxic while floods in

Last year, Mumbai and Bengaluru wit-
nessed flooding and waterlogging, disrupt-

con-
tmlmmn. leading to a cutoff of clean wa-
ter supply for many communities. The lack

ing everyday life and displacing

New Delhi and the rest of North India en-
dured a heatwave with temperatures
touching close to 50 degrees Celsius. These
led to several heat-related illnesses and fa-
talities. These are a few examples of why

of waste or
ment, adds to the pollution pressures.
Overflowing landfills emit

structures impede their development and
exacerbate regional disparities,
Transforming our cities will require an

e — lessons India must embrace.
A city-level grand challenge to clean our
cities can be one aspect of this Fund. Cities
should be judged on how well they tackle
air and water pollution, The parameters
could include electrification of transport,

rhaul of planning,

nance, and sustainable financing. With ac-
tion on these fronts, India can develop live-
able, resilient, and economically vibrant
cities that can become global attractions.
The first step must be to notify these cen-
sus towns as urban areas in their own right.
States must take the lead.

methane. Informal waste collection and

lack of garbage di allow

prstsanddlsnsesmthnw Our cities need
ies to combat air,

our cities must integrate cli
planning. Putting in place green infrastruc-
ture like parks and green roofs can help al-

walcr, and waste pollution.
In India, a census town is a settlement

In the 1960s, St Towd-
ing, slm traﬂlc mnpshm environmen-
To

imple-

mented a comprehensive urban develop-
ment strategy focused on efficient land use,
robust infrastructure, and sustainable

waste
practices, and construction management
practices to control air pollution,
Our cities are grappling with over-
crowding pollution, and poor health, but

elec is not
forawoman candidate. PM Modi's call
to 1,00,000 youth to join politics may
be a way out to bring self motivated
women at all levels so that they can
gaina share in power in real terms.
Devendra Awasthi, Lucknow

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Gender
just third-tier' (IE, February 28). The
Sarpanchpati culture has always re-
mained a core problem when it comes
to women wielding utual power in

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

AFGHAN CRICKET
THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘No flashin
the pan'(IE, February 28}, Cricket has be-
come so popular that it is being
inthe streets as well as in beautiful sta-
diums of various countries, Even our
i i it their prowess
in this game. Afghanistan has no pro-
gramme to promote its cricket but the
dedicated players have been carrying
out their practices. Due to hard work and
diripinc,(mm team hasrisento

these are not Panc rthei:
The time for change is now, and the next o( reservation provisions by the 73rd Ibrahnm brdan lhshld Khan perform
decade will determine the fate of our cities. Act(1992), Jnder the guid-
They can become smart, green, and live- ﬂuscu]ture hasdeprived themoftheir ~ ance of Ajay Jadeja and}muman Trott,
able or succumb to pollution, congestion, dignity, autonomy, and voice in per-  their skills are being sharpened to fulfill
and insecurity. sonal and professional affairs, reduc-  international standards in all forms of
ing them to become faceless wivesor  cricket to become a formidable unit.
Kant is India’s G20 Sherpa and daughters-in-law in public affairs, af- Subhash Vaid, New Defhl
Nagairach is senior policy specialist, Office
of G20 Sherpa. Views are personal L = = - — -
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

DELIMITATION REFERENCE
TERMS MUST BE SOUND TO
DO JUSTICE TO THE SOUTH

political hot potato is in the making much before the Cen-
tre takes a final call on the long-pending delimitation
process. The scheduled redrawing of parliament constitu-
ency boundaries hased on population is now at the heart
of a raging political controversy in Tamil Nadu and the
rest of South India after the state’s CM called for an all-party
meeting on March §, claiming the exercise hangs over the south-
ern states like the sword of Damocles. M K Stalin believes these
are the BJP's machinations to run the country with the support
of the Increased number of MPs coming from the Hindl heart-
land and royally ignore states governed by opposition parties.
The political storm Stalin kicked up ahead of next year's state
elections fits perfectly with his anti-Hindi and anti-BJP tirade.
Home Minister Amit Shah's assertion that southern states
would not see reduced parliamentary representation has not
cut any lce with them. There s no clarity yet on the term of
reference. Will it be based on population or a pro-rata basis on
existing Lok Sabha seats? There are no quick answers, Karna-
taka and Telangana have responded quickly to the call to unite
against the Delhi move. Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah called
Shah's claim “not trustworthy”. His Telangana counterpart, A
Revanth Reddy, accused the BJP of using delimitation as a pre-
text to secure ‘permanent’ power by increasing seats in ‘BIMA-
RU states while diminishing South’s political significance.
In general, delimitation is directly proportional to size. It

DN

OLOMBO'S new administra-
tion will soon complete six
months in office. Predictably, it
has not been a bed of roses.
The government has tried to
L introduce changes, particular-

ly to the entrenched political
culture, streamline systems and reduce
excessive spending. Nevertheless, the
challenges remain daunting.

The left-leaning government presented
its first budget on February 17, striking a
tricky balance that meets the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) requirements
while seeking to push a home-spun ap-
proach to solving the island's long-stand-
ing economic woes. On February 19, Fitch
Ratings recognised the island’s budget re-
flected the authorities’ commitment to
raising fiscal mvtmueu ns a share of its
GDP—an app
ful, may alleviate a long -undmg weak-
ness in the credit profile. While acknowl-
edging risks to the fiscal outlook with the
slow pace of fiscal consolidation weighing
on prospects for debt reduction over the
medium term, Fitch also noted the budget
offered greater clarity over the administra-
tion's medium-term fiscal and i
reform agenda and consistency.

The government aims to increase rev-
enue o 15.1 percent in 2025, from 11.4 per-
cent in 2023, exceeding Fitch's assump-
tion that the 15 percent threshold would
be achievable only by 2026. The budget
incorporates a 36.5 percent increase in
revenue from taxes on external trade and
@ 13.1 percent from income taxes. While
these revenue-based targets demonstrate
its commitment to the IMF programme
and gradual economic recovery, challeng-
es remain before the fragile economy

In the lead-up to the budget presenta-
tion, the general mood was both sceptical
and sombre rather than hopeful, a silent

means states with larger 1! get more ac of the ab of

in parii Currently witha ! 1 : space to wriggle within the controlled fis-

northern states may end up in that category, while southern  § “;18 climate with the IMF C“"dij‘?[f_:e P;’:l
an

states with effective population control may see reduced repre-
sentation. India’s population may reach 142 crore by 2026, and
the delimitation process based on the new census may increase
the Lok Sabha seat count of Tamil Nadu by a few The back-of-
the-envelope caleulation shows Karnataka may see a minor
increase while Kerala, with the slowest population growth, may
lose a seat. Fears are that states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
could s«.-asubuamlalﬁ()pmml)\unp in lhelr Lok &abha seats,
making South India in

That would mean a slap in the face of the states that effectively
implemented population control in the nation's interest.

STOCK MARKET DIP CLEANS
EXCESSES OF LAST 2 YEARS

HE Indian equity markets have been ‘imploding’, falling
15 percent from thelr September 2024 peaks, eroding
nearly 21 lakh crore of investors’ wealth. Over the past
five months, the unprecedented and persistent fall has
clouded investor sentiments with fear and gloom. In the
recent past—February-April 2020—we have seen the indices
taking bigger hits of over 30%, but this time, the negative senti-
ments are more broad-based and hence more structural. Flls
have been dumping Indian stocks for more lucrative destina-
tions—the US, China, ete—due to stretched valuations of In-
dian equities and lower profitability of Indian corporates, a
sombre economic prospect in the medium term and given the
uncertainties around Trump's economic policies. India’s fiscal
policies have not helped the markets either The decision to
Increase the short-term and long-term capital gains tax rates
last year has also made the Indian equities market less lucra-
tive for foreign portfolio investors, The reasons are many and
fundamental in nature, so the bear grip is tighter this time.
While one cannot sit quietly seeing the value of their portfo-
lio falling persistently, knee-jerk reactions by the investors or
the government would be unwarranted. The government must
resolve basic lssues—making policies which boost the econo-
my—instead of trying to tinker with the natural course of eq-
uity markets, If it can reverse its capital gains tax decisions of
last year, it might inject some positivity into the market in the
short term. Investors, on thelr part, can follow the basic lessons
of investingand invest in quality stocks, now available at cheap-
er valuation, diversify portfolios across assets and geographies,
stay away from small-cap stocks for now, and invest regularly
instead of making large commitments at one go. The current
bear run is not the end of the world for investors. Treat the
current phase in the market as a clean-up of excesses built over
the past two years during the market's one-way movement up-
wards. The theory of mean reversion—asset prices reverting
1o historical means or averages—is playing out in Indian equi-
thes markets, not for the first time. As and when clouds of global
uncertainties disperse, and the conditions become more ame-
nable for b and feactivities, equity will
see the light at the end of the tunnel.

QUICK TAKE

REFORM DISCOURAGING ATTITUDES

HE Supreme Court recently ordered reinstating two wom-

en civil judges sacked for underpuﬁmrmance in Madhya

Pradesh. Terming their d as the
court noted many complaints weren t even related to judicial
competence. Underlining the absence of women-centred per-
spectives, it observed: .. growing number of female judicial
officers (lsn't enough) if we (can't) secure for them a sensitive
work environment and guidance.” The lack of gender diver-
sity in the judiclary is well-accepted. That's no reason for leni-
ency, but creating amenable circumstances, including oft-
missing gender-sensitive infrastructure facilities, is
paramount. Without a discerning mindset, it isn't easy to en-
courage women's entry into and retention in the judiciary

The people reeling under tremendous economic
pressures crave urgent measures to reduce their
woes, which may not be possible in the medium term

HURTING ECONOMY,
RISING ASPIRATIONS,
LOOK FOR ANSWERS

DILRUKSHI
HANDUNNETT!

island’s economic rebound. Neverthe-
less, the IMF-brokered deal remains
anathema for most people, and a sense of

ministration lacked the space to develop
its economic formula or to deliver on one
of its key pre-election pledges: to renego-
tiate the IMF-backed debt restructuring

programme achieved during Presuknl
Ranil Wickremesinghe's presidency to

offer alevel of relief to the poor and mid-
dle classes. The administration is unable
to withdraw from the deal without caus-

umlglcuudbemmmmthanthnseex»
enced in 2022,

In its wake, following the third review

on February 28, the IMF approved $2.9

billion as part of the bailout to help the

prevails despite accept-
ing the economic constraints as the col-
lective reality
As the euphoria of electing a new ad-
istration and a trusted presi be-

gins to wane with time, the government is
entering a period of renewed scrutiny—
which will intensify and find people's ex-
pression during the local authorities” elec-
tions in the coming months. Insiders

A

war-winring et and bawye, fouds
and direcmi of the (olombo-based
« Cenne for Iovestigathe Reparting (OR)

NANDSE PRECIAR

The people, meanwhile, are getting im-
patient as they struggle to make ends
meet amid spiralling costs of living. Gov-
ernment insiders, however, call for pa-
tience, claiming the administration is
formulating policies to strengthen pro-
grammes while trying to introduce a
new political culture to increase public
institutions’ efficiency

The government is cognisant of the po-
litical reality that catapulted them into of-
fice: economic and political bankruptcy In
the run-up to the crucial presidential and

the

claim the new is working
with intent towards course correction,
but the people reeling under tremendous
economic pressures crave urgent meas-
ures to reduce their woes, which may not
be possible in the medium term.

National Peo-
ples’ Power NPP) drummed up public
support by effectively driving the point
that the island’s economic collapse was
mare about corruption and mpudnm than
systems. This also means the

(
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A man who wants to lead
the orchestra must tum

his back on the crowd Lucado

(y NC AN t_“z“ 4 m

tion must now cater to public expectations
around accountability, mcludmg acting
against corrupt elements in previous ad-
ministrations and going beyond a couple
of indictments of Rajapaksa family mem-
bers. Difficult as it may be, it is time for
tangible changes to political structures.

However, the introduction of such
chamelmw not be easy. Forexample the

ion of a new Cs will
requlreume The public has continued to
harbour hopes of having the executive
presidency dismantled, but since 1906, de-
spite vocal pledges to abolish it, each pres-
ident has embraced the powerful execu-
tive presidency and has not desired to
rune th let al bol
ish it. It would also require dealing with
the island’s powerful Buddhist clergy and
the military, wielding immense power
over the Sri Lankan community.

To bring a political equation among
ethnicities, the government will have to
address war excesses, which may neces-
sitate action against security personnel
hailed in the South as war heroes. Anoth-
er perspective would be to consider the
political issues of the ethnic Tamils, who
lugelv supported Dissanayake's NPP
with th of a new
free from the influence of long-standing
power politics that overlooked Tamil po-
litical goals. The severely constrained
government may have continued with the
IMF programme to ensure stability, but
political reforms of inclusion and justice
cannot be postponed if the administra-
tion Is serious about structural reforms.

This also brings up the NPP's equation
with neighbouring India, a critical play-
er in geopolitics. Dissanayake's party has
historically remained critical of what
was termed "Indian expansionism™. The
incumbency has resisted calls to investi-
gate military exercises during the pro-
tracted war in the North of Sri Lanka.
Dissanayake grabbed headlines last
month by pushing the cancellation of a
450 MW wind power project by the pow-
erful Adani Group due to tariff and envi-
ronmental concerns.

Many Sri Lankans are apprehensive
about Indian investments, seeing them
often as extensions of India’s geostrate-
gic interests while undermining Sri Lan-
ka’s sovereignty. India and Sri Lanka
cannot afford an estranged relationship
while following their growth trajectories
and strategic interests. This calls for both
Delhi and Colombo to address the under-
lying trust deficit.

(Views are )
(dilrukshi@cirik)
(dilr i il.com)

THE MANY MYSTERIES
OF THE NAGA SADHUS

missed seeing the famous Naga
Sadhus at the Mahakumbh,
which was disappointing as 1
had so many questions [ would
have liked to ask. But I caught up
with them indirectly and unex-
pectedly late last week and would
like to share what I learnt since there’s so
much more to them than the seemingly bi-
zarre aspects portrayed on social media.
It happened at a stunning photo exhibi-
tion on Naga Sadhus at the Travancore Pal-
ace in Delhi. The photographer is well-
known photojournalist Bandeep Singh,
whose deep interest in this enigmatic as-
pect of Indian culture led him to the Kum-
bh. He kept going to the Kumbh for over 20
years and spent 25 days closely with the
Naga Sadhus of the Juna Akhada (juna
means ‘ancient’). This happened througha
chance introduction by a Delhi spiritual
activist who had grown close to them. “A
window opened, and I was suddenly in,"
said Bandeep, of this rare opportunity
Naga Sadhus are followers of one of
the 10 akhadas or monastic orders found-
ed by no less than Adi Shankara himself
in the 8th century They are celibate by
choice, sleep on the ground and are pro-
ficient in yoga and martial exercises.
They either shave thelrhsndmumpletelv
or grow long matted locks called ‘jata’,
which are supposed to enhance their en-
ergies. Many of them wear only a loin-
cloth or; after reaching a particular stage
of spiritual detachment, discard even
that as the last relic of earthly rules.
They smear themselves with ash as it
keeps the body warm in cold weather and
is a proven antiseptic for scratches, wounds
and insect bites. Deeper, vibhuti, as Lord
Shiva's attribute, is believed to promote
both physical and mental purity The san-
yasis say, "Chade khaak, mann hove paak,
alakh niranjan aape aap”, meaning that
when vibhuti is applied, your mind is puri-
ﬁed and you transcend the limits of hu
Niranjan,
qxx.leuand blemish-free, is one of Shiva's
many epithets. They carry trishuls and
wear rudraksha malas to proclaim their
adherence to Shiva. Bandeep's show is
called Bhasmang, meaning ‘ash-smeared’,
which holds these layers of meaning
They eat sparingly, and there are even
those who have subsisted for years on
drinking nothing but tea

ly distractions. They take good care to ap-
pear in public only at the Kumbhs, where
they have a historical right of way to show
society that they are there for them. After
that, they mysteriously disappear to iso-
lated ashrams and forest hide-outs, travel-
ling by night to avoid townsfolk.

The Naga Sadhus take good care to
appear in public only at the Kumbhs,
where they have a historical right

of way, to show society they are
there for them. After that, they
mysteriously disappear to isolated
ashrams and forest hide-outs,
travelling by night to avoid townsfolk

purpose of the Naga Sadhus is two-
fold. One is their spiritual growth. The
other is to be in a state of constant readi-
ness to defend temples and holy places of
India from attackers. Historical incidents
are chronicled about their battles in the
mould of the Bhrigus, ancient warrior-
priests, The orders have various surnames,
such as Sarasvati, Bharati, and Giri. Ban-
deep tracked sanyasis of the Giri order.
The

lums (opium pipes). But why do they smnke
weed? They told Bandeep it's because it
helps them concentrate and cuts off world-

is he met were mostly men
and boys from poor, rural families. Appar-
ently, they renounce the world for one of
three reasons. One, of course, is a sense of

Editor.
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personal calling, not limited to the rural
poat: It can strike urbanites too, except that
city people seem more tightly bound in the
coils of the ‘maya jaal’ or net of illusion.
This personal calling could be a growing
fieeling or a sudden epiphany So, they follow
the strang pull of their hearts into sanyas.

and sad reason is a traumatic
personal life. Tragedy, cruelty, the forlorn
feeling of being abandoned, and the human

heartbreak of ‘Na main kisi ks na koi
mera’, meaning lbeknuombudxmdm
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Ukraine's Catch-22

Ref: Peace falls to pleces as Trump and
Zelenskyy spar (Mar 2). Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy exposed his impulsive
impetuosity in the high-level meeting
between the US and Ukraine, putting himself
in a Catch-22 situation. He has to either agree
to American terms for the exploration of rare
minerals and work on developing the rundown
economy of Ukraine, or get prepared to lose
many mere tesritories of his nation in the war
against Russia.

Venkat Desikan, Chennai

Global concern

The recent standoff between Trump and
Zelenskyy is a cause for concern. While Kyiv
battles Russian aggression, a withdrawal

of American support would be catastrophic.
Will Europe step in to fal the gap, or will
Ukraine's opposition collapse without strong
US swpport?

Anshu Bharti,

body belongs to me’, leads

yas. In contrast to being orphaned and ill-
treated, there is order; method, a regulated
life and, above all, a strong sense of com-
munity and emotional security in the akha-
das, once you are accepted. That sets your
fioet an the path of inner

There is no looking back after that, for
you leave your past behind and get trained
to become a new person, anchored in God-
awareness. It is especially healing when
anchored in a compassionate and powerful
conoept like Shiva, whose allure has kept
believers spellbound for millennia.

The third reason is something that Ban-
deep discovered and shared with me. In the
rural North, men join the army or lhe po-
lice and secure
But them is a third category that gets even
more respect—the genuine sanyasi. And
s0, some are drawn to sanyas, though the
initial attraction transforms rapidly into
an arduous personal journey of hardship,
renunciation and soul growth.

Candidates are first put through hard la-
bour and given the most tiring and unpleas-
ant community tasks to test their commit-
ment. If they pass and are accepted as
initiates, they undergo 12 years of rigorous
training and practice. Each initiate is given
five gurus to oversee different aspects of
his training. The fifth guru is the powerful
‘mantra guru’. If one guru leaves the
akhada or dies, the leader instantly ap-
points another: So, the initiate is never left
unattended and may safely progress in his
new life. Quite a system, is it not? Centu-
ries-old, and still ticking.

(Views are personal)
(shebabal®@gmail com)

Ref: Surge of bhasatiyata unity at Prayagraj
(Mar 2). The article highlights the seccess

of the Mahakumbh, which witnessed a
tongregation of ever 66 crore people atross
the world in 45 days without too mamy major
disruptions, incidents, or accidents. It has
reinforced faith, redemption and culteral unity.
RPichumani, Kumbakonam

Cleaning

After the weprecedented global gathering of
moee than 66 crore pilgrims near Sangam ghats
for the Maha Kumbh mela after 144 years, the
next vital past is cleaning the tonnes of garbage
generated and dismantling Mahakumbh Nagar,
It's a major task to clean 10,000 acres to
maintain the sanctity of the ghats and Sangam.
Jayaprakash Reddy. Nalgonda

Congress politics

Ref: Brand Tharoor: Pride & prejudice (Mar 2).
It is strange that a senior Congress leader like
Shashi Tharoor has to wait for three years to
‘meet Rahed Gandhi. Shashi came into politics
later in life and Is an erudite scholar who is
not afraid to speak his mind. Tharoor has a
closer view of happenings in Kerala and rightly
praised the government for its policies.

Children's safety

The surge in Pocso cases in Tamil Nadu reflects
improved reporting, a positive shift towards
tonfronting abuse. However, the government
must addeess criticisms such as delayed

trials and inadequate support for survivors.
Enhanced preventive measures are also cruclal
to ensure a safer environment for children.
Deepa Pandey, Bhubaneswar

, Plot No. 2A, Bommasendra industriel Area, 4th Phase, Survey No. 46, Part Yarandahalll Village, Agani Hobl,
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Turning the corner

The economy has recovered, but growth is
underwhelming. Another rate cut could be in offing

TheIndian EXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A STRONG FOOTING

New Delhi, Brussels must seize momentum generated by EU
President’s India visit and firm up trade pacts

NTERMS OF and Jnion President Ursula von
der Leyen's visit to Ind| week lumllmnln

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

WoRrbpLY WISE
WE MAY ENCOUNTER MANY DEFEATS
BUT WE MUST NOT BE DEFEATED, — MAyA ANGELOU

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA

INAWAY, the thisd quartes GDP number is re-
leased at a rather peculiar time in the year.
One, tlnomﬂapod!wnmlumnhc

wdlam-elumaymmamngmwnﬂmmu

f the Donald Trump as US pres-
ldcm br(hrmﬂﬁmn.mndﬂuyrnhﬁmmm Inctia at lhnq)dm'nhu»
ope inher summer. b

give relations with Delhi a high priority, von der Leyen arrived in India with 22 of her 27
cabinet colleagues (or the College of Commissioners) for an intense, and broad-based
round of consultations between the two governments at the highest level, The retum of
Trump to the White House and the crisis in trans-Atlantic relations marked by the US
outreach to Russia at the W of Ukraine and Europe provided an unprecedented
I thes between India and Europe.

quarter ded. wstery with
respect to the future — that is, any cues that
could be extrapolated or trends that can be
conjectured for the coming quarters — is taken
away by the first advanced estimate which
gives anumber for the whole fiscal year and is
redeased in Janwary, a good 50 days ahead of
the release of third quarter numbers,

But given the context of the sharp slow-

certainty post Donald Trump, the third quar-
ter can be Jooked at

for the
India was among the first countries to establish diplomatic ties with the Brussels- dy {GDPto

il (the EU's ) backin 1963, But whe
prie o Ac I tothe Soviet Union dur- ter growth of 54 per cent was shocking and

ing the Cold War and turned inwards economically, there was little room for productive
engagement between Delhi and Brussels, The early 1990s that saw the collapse of the
Soviet Union and India’s own economic reforms offered a more hopeful setting for the

Indi B it shene dthe EEC.

Delhi I

2007, Although trade and Ao B y

2004

significantly lower than the 8.1 p« cent

elusive and the talks were broken off in 2013 by the ELL and the strategic
mained only in name. The NDA government sought to revive political and economic

upbyltﬂuhmnmhnhkhm.wm

pﬂmlvs&7percmhnwuwﬂqulm

and go 's o Spur con-

lumptlon demand. consumption growth

should continue to do well,
ﬂwah«qwmmrhmammm

I’Imumﬂwymhrmmmndmwb
m:uwﬂummdp\tﬁrmm

tratio w72

b ininv

spending during the nn‘ CPCF orc
M'r'nrm:: qua lxﬂ
5.7 percent as against Sxpevmumhuer-
ond quarter with the absolute spending be-
Ingg bowver by almost Rs 39,000 crore. In a sim-
ilar vein, government spending or GRCE was
lower by Rs 29,000 crore, reflecting a deterio-
ration sequentially.

percent and 88 per cent respectively,

Talking of the annual numbers and the
second advance estimates, real GDP has been
estimated togrow by 6.5 per cent in 2024-25,
slightly higher than the 6.4 per cent number
provided by the first advance estimates in
January, It is a tad surprising that GDP has
gmwnby!uper:ml in 2023-24 as per the
second ady

Note that in the previous quarter, the slow-
down was pmnmly driven by adecline in

— this s the high-
estinthe previous 12 years except for 2021-22,

m«nnxdmamd as a significant drag, The

Further, 'numbers
pgz;lzqmzm-zsmmm

of the growth was

prevlou year nnd mlrltzd a mqumr urwy amlhned to wulnenln; urban de- !lmmm Nﬂ;mm:m:::am

ofﬁﬁpcrmmmdlhem&nlnfhﬂu " dntw\Amnmdkwrapd visional GDP estimates — for greater clarity,
earlier estimate of 7 per cent. In ""‘: previous q‘,"mcf' the tion was also evident with the growth of The other important set of numbers from
first on ks — has L was primarily i Jowingdue o RBI's  the revised estimates for 2023-24 pertain to
the Indi y d the comer? driven by a decline in regulatory P | and  the savi d rates, The rate of
The the jon and dit card: U3 Ul gross saving for 2023-24 s estimated at 30,3
Tlmrlnrebumltwnh,‘:, . B G i fur-  percent asagainst 302 per cent for 2022-23,
quarter levels as growth has 62 ther The On the ather hand, the rate of GCF to GDP is

per cent from 5.6 per cent (revised upwards spending also acted as a

lingering
umdwhmmmMMaﬂm
ﬂ‘ﬂks]mthcpnkw

p pwith the EU talks in 2022,

Ifthe p on the global order and the d power conflict
put India's EL the last few years, the Trump disrup-
llontnlmhllmmmtmwmopﬂmmlmfrwmmda v
gency. Prime Minister Modi and I the new

and set out agenda in the areas of security, technol-

ogy. and connectivity. None of it is more important than the ambition of concluding a
free trade agreement within this year, Given the challenges of mounting trade deficits
with China and the uny of Trump's policies, Delhi and Brussels
can no longer dither in upgrading their trade relations, The trade bureaucracies of the

from 5.4 per cent). ;r&zmrm;mh in significant drag, Decelerati
the o WISS.A purcent. inconsumption growth was
Even in GVA terms, there s an improvement largely attribut od to

from 5.8 per cent in the second quarter to 6.2

weakening urban demand, as

per cent in the third quarter. But it must be
potential reflected in various high-

noted that it remains far below the

two sides have a reputation for being difficult { . Success in an
Indh-EU FTAwould depend on the willingness of PM Modi and hﬂloenl vonder Itwn

to consumption? quen ylmlliuuma A
The f rly been pering of e
keenly watched gi h | was evident
it d with the growth of unsecured

.m:\-lcmlon in capacity utilisation kwlh: retail lending slowing due to

mnﬂudm ‘What is at stake |l not m'y bilateral trade u-lmnmhlphn the geopoliti-
cal standing of Ind P of great power relations.

THE WOMAN’S HOUR

Women spend adisproportionate amount of time on unpaid
chores, Its repercussions risk being both economic and social
HE TIME USE Survey 2024 Umry-DR!mberL ukucd by the Ministry of

pidly

Statistics what has long

been an open secret: Desp "'-'ﬂ#- women spend

I yath 12024, spent 289 min-
utesad o services, 2019, but still 201 minutes
mmhu-mmalmlwmsz veraging 137
minutes every day, up from m«unmemzmg lnndtmon.mnalw spentabout 140
minutes ad. men, with41 percentof women

and 214 per cent of men aged 15- SQyNn pulhpmn"lumvlmmmm
m:wmddmiundl&wrhuuwﬂmeﬂmmwummth term eco-
nomic mobil

RBI's regulatory restrictions

lhudqum up 100 bps from the previous
on personal loans
X

quarter. In absolute terms, this number went
ol FREE Whatsegp € gy el

314 per cent in 2023-24 as against 326 per
centin 2022-23 hinting at a slightly wider cur-
rent account deficit than reported.

rowth ‘ d amod- (¥ g
eration, as capital umeof , growth
{capex InGST: have
private investments remained subdued and  in January, and a bounce back in government
high i by augurwell for But given

activity,
From a sectoral

to the year ago numbers and

grewat p quar
teras against an already robust 4.1 per cent in
L v a56

pam[!.lfpnm in the second quarter)
and the trade, hotels, transport, communica-
tions segment also grew at a faster clip of 76

another rate cut of 25 basks points from the
RBLis inplay.

The writer is group chief economist, LT,
Views are personal

WHEN THE Burry WINS

Trump-Zelenskyy showdown underlines the dangers of livestreaming diplomacy

AAKMH JosH1

THE CONVENTIONAL WISDOM is that the
only way to stop a bully is to stand up to
him, That advice is of little value when your
tormenters are not kids but the most pow-

study.

The last

f the 50-minute press

It

at the White House may well

abill&ytnmwtlr Addlnnnd qualillutlnmmryan- mnrr uktly wwwkln Iuw-pa\d part-
timeor inequal-
ity rbates wage gaps, with women carning len lhan men lur similar
work. In its report, The impact of care responsibilities of womm 'S hbour pamdpmm
published in October 2024, the ILO argued for
P in early care and given the b:l lh.n lndu has 53 prr
centof de the labour force. Although women'
stantially - 41.7 per cent as per data from the Periodic Labour Force Survey 2023-24 — they
still account for a much smaller proportion of the total labour force, Men's labour force
participation rate stands at around 78 per cent.
Inammrylpun-dwdrummlwbn Biumamiwomtn Ieddrvebpmtm the

astudy

go down in history as the beginning of the
end of diplomacy as we know it, of
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's self-styled image
as the Great Resistor and perhaps even the
conflict in Ukraine, In the current moment,
though, it is also a warning about the dan-
gers of confusing spectacle for trans-
parency and the desire for “good television™
over dr«m:y and statesmanship,
toa head wh

began questioning V-P J D Vance aboul
Russia’s invasion of Crimea in 2014 to un-
dmne that Putin could not be trusted with

fire, His move backfired. Vance

In the press conference, it

by Karmannaya Ccunul Clland Nikore Associates, published in March 2024, women
peﬂnrmav«ewn nmmhurmun nrwwldmt.uluedm lSp«cenm 17 percent
ofthe GDF begi fon of the founda-
tion of household dynamics. Far too often, even the minimum of work done by men
amndlhrlmuumhudedahmuwhkmnmauwl mdmrmlmmw
ing the

would be to begin,

was Zelenskyy who kept
trying to get on the moral
high horse he has ridden to
meeting after meeting over
the last three years, What he
didn't realise is that his
rhetoric — applauded across
Western capitals till recently

nthrd off Zelenskyy asking: “Do you think
that it's respectful to come to the Oval
Office of the United States of America, and
attack the administration trying to prevent
the destruction of yourmunny?' -~

ln;-uu. narks k
tors of the Ukrainian president feel some
sympathy: “You're not winning. You's e not

Freeze FRAME EP Unny

The non-
won"t be wi

tits

Youhave

of romln‘ out okay, because of us.., You
have to be thankful, you don't have the
cards," And then, the piéce de résistance
from the American president: *This is go-
ing to be great television, I'll tell you that.

Press conferences by heads of state
should be a formality. Tough questions are
cither answered in pre-determined diplo-

~is part of an old script.
And for all their words of
support, it is unlikely that
European countries will go to
war without America or

even antagonise the latter

too much,

matic language or sidestepped. They are,
in a word, boring. This is both by design
and necessity.

The compromises, complexities and
hard realities that underline the foreign
policy decisions of powers great and small
are usually insulated from politics be-
cause they can be unpopular, T-lkt
Trump's refrain that Europe is not
its share for its u-rurlly and NM

cally and globally, it uoﬂeﬂnu new of so-
clal contract. In the former, it's about mate-
rial prosperity and consumer choice at the
cost of some political freedoms, Globally,
it's about making deals, agnostic to ideol-
ogy and domestic politics.

The humiliation of Zelenskyy s a les-
son. Since Russia'’s invasion of Ukraine
three years ago, Ukraine's president has
bemmareola mnmund less a politician,

f the “Ameri;
may play well during polls, hm itis ig-
nores basic facts, That European powers
have not spent as much on defence was
engineered by the US post World War 11,
Italso allowed America to remain the sole
hard superpower in the West. Imagine for
amoment what the world would look like
if the EU had an army in

have
b«n before him — lhe leaders of erstwhile
South Vietnam, those fighting the Soviet
Union in Afghanistan, etc — by Western
powers in their bid to “contain” an ideolog-
ical and strategic foe.
Like Trump, Zelenskyy's road to politics
was paved through TV screens, Like Trump,

skze with its economy.
This, then, is the real dmur of Ilve-
It

to the gallery when they should be x(m,
for the people Unfortunately, in the age ol
media saturation, likes and reposts, every
moment becomes a popularity contest.
Democracy appears now to be becom-
ing a pathological version of itself, at least
in the land of its origin. Before playing the
role of aggressor in Friday's press confer-
ence, Vance had carlier in the: monm made

heis ~ essaying the role of “re-
sistance leader” against an “authoritarian”

and power. p

ference, it was Zelenskyy who kept trying
to get on the moral high horse he has rid-
den to meeting after meeting over the last
three years, What he didn't realise is that
his rhetoric — applauded across Western
capitals till recently — is part of an old
script. And for all their words of support, it
Is unlikely that European countries will go
towar without America or even antagonise
the latter too much,

ind “cul-

ture wars” of the US's allies in Eumpt
Catering to the domestic audience on
the global stage is worrying, This is espe-
clally o in the era of a renewed great power
competition with China. Beijing is not try-
ing to export communism to the world as
the Union once did, Both domesti-

yy has been at the centre of a
film scripted, directed and produced by the
West, Trump is making a different movie,
and this one ksn't a multi-starrer,

the bully
thing to do is pretend you like him.
aakash joshi@expressindia.com

Joln FREE Telegram Channel httpe://tme/+ BuZsenHpQdhIODg1
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BIHAR POLL VIOLENCE
THEFIRST PHASE of the. bly e

BANGLADESH TURMOIL

Ershad in a nation-wide broadcast, accused
the country’s politicians of hindering his ef-
Burts ik ks " srue

ATLEAST liti-

which was by and large puteful in Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh,
was marred by violence at several polling
booths in Bihar which left at least 20 persons
dud and over 100 injured. All the 320

cians and student leaders went into hiding
as the police raided their homes, opposition
sources said, Prominent leaders from the 15
and seven-party opposition alliances were
among those flecing as the military

and pam of Uttar Pradelh llhar and

of General HM Ershad banned
all public rallies, announced a referendum
for March 21 and lmpnwd a muhx curfew

the count|

uled for April 6 and of spreading anarchy,

TEXTILE PoLICY
FMWNCAMMMMW“ ptunllcnlu-

of the pmenl crisls, Mmlmmcbcm
meeting during the Lok Sabha elections, he

of the poll, The remaini

IMnkhmummllhcmmlmMnrdl

5. Polling was suspended in several booths
lashes and attemnpts

muuk;hallmwn

id, how-
ever, that Hasina Wajed. chiefof the 15-party
alliance, and Khaleda Zia, who leads the
seven-party combine, were still in their
homes on the outskirts of Dhaka, General

had p: that steps would be taken to
tackle the textile problem. Gandhi said al-
ready there had been a couple of meetings
on the issueand it was felt that the entire pol-
icy would have to be thoroughly examined,

Shmadien aa e e o ab punt ann ) o
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The repealed law on dramatic performances, flagged by the PM

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI.MARCH2

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi on

Saturday asked why a colonial law thal al—
arrest of peopl

places” had continued toexist even 75 years

after independence. He was speaking of the

government's efforts to repeal archaic and

obsolete laws in recent years.

‘Which law was the PM referring to?
The PM's reference was to

What were the of the law?

Under the Act, “any play, pantomime or
other drama performed or about to be per-
formed in a public place” could be banned if
the government was of the “opinion” that
the play was “of a scandalous or defamatory
nature”, or was “likely to excite feelings of
disaffection to the Government establ
by law”, or “to deprave and corrupt persons
present at the performance”.

A Magistrate could warrant the search
and seizure of “any house, room or place is
used, or is about to be used, for any perform-

ance prohibited under this Act”.

The Dramatic Performances As punishment, the law
Act, 1876, which gave the EXPLAINED prescribed a jail term of up to
British government the power three months and a fine orboth.
to "prohibit public dramatic
ces which are scandalous, defam-  What was the status of the law after
atory, seditious orobscene”, Indian independence?
th Parliament formally repealed the law
Bnnsh!oclamp(bwnmttrmsamlndun wuhcﬁm from January 2018 as part of the
ing the visit of Modi go 's exercise to
the Prince of Wales, Albert Edward, to India weed out obsolete laws.
from October 1875 to May 1876. However, The Dramatic Performance Act

(Other significant laws that were enacted
during the 1870s included the draconian
Vemnacular Press Act, 1878, and the sedition
law of 1870.

had not been a *valid law” since at least 1956.
On May 10, 1956, in a ruling titled State ver-
sus Baboo Lal And Ors, the Allahabad High
Court ruled that the law was inconsistent

TEALEAVES CANPULLHEAVY METALS
FROM WATER, FINDS NEW STUDY

TEALEAVES effectively“pull” heavy met-
als from water, lowering the amounts of
o

people
may be drinking a new study found.
“We're not suggesting that everyone
starts using tea leaves as a water filter,”
the study’s lead author Vinayak P Dravid
of st ry
release. "Our work highlights the un-

for

metal cxposun: in populations world-
wide," he said.

Tea is the most consumed beverage
in the world. Gertyimages

‘Brewing Clean Wamr The Mclal-

PM Modi referenced the Act at an event
in New Delhi on Saturday. Mo via 11

Premchand's short story ‘ldgah’( 1938).

The theatre group had applied for per-
mission under the law. However, for reasons
unknown, the rnagxstmm |n ln:lmawan-
celled the i

Why did India persist with

unity

by the Raj?

Article 372 of the Constitution
(“Continuance in force of existing laws and
their ion”) states that *laws in force

Thrpmhihlmfymdnmsscrvcdtu thc

accused in the middle of the performance -
which they ignored and continued with the
performance.

The Allahabad High Court, instead of
looking at this specific case, examined the
constitutionality of the law. It referred to

were
inconsistent with fundamental rights guar-
anlred by India’s Constitution - from laws

with the Constitution of India.

The law was also introduced in states
such as Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Delhi
and Tamil Nadu, and was later repealed. The
Madras HC struck down the Tamil Nadu
Dramatic Performances Act, 1954, in 2013,

How did Allahabad HC take up the law?
In June 1953, the Lucknow branch of the
Indian People's Theatre Association (IPTA),
the oldest body of stage artists in India, had
planned to stage a play based on Munshi

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHL MARCH2

THE INDIAN government on Friday released
the latest estimates of the country’s eco-
nomic growth, which is measured by Gross

of TeaF
was published in the journal ACS Food  teabag, brewed for three to five minutes. Domestic Product (GDP). The GDPis the mar-
Science & Technology last month. However, a longer steeping time lwtvalucolallpmkmdscmms produced
id met: findia
How this was done als. Teas brewed overnight in a particular period — a quarter (three
The study found that could recover almost all the months)or a financial year (April to March).
heavy metals get “adsorbed” metal in the water, The numbers discussed here are “real” GDP
while tea is brewed. Put sim- Also, cellulose teabags numbers, which are derived after taking
ply, heavy metalions stick to worked better at adsorbing away the effect of prices from nominal GDP,
the surface of tea leaves, and PAPER heavy metals than cotton and which is calculated at current day prices.
remain trapped there. nylon bags. Study author T}mlmimmnyscm’gmwﬂlimhe
The researchers tested the CLIP Benjamin Shindel theori second (July, August and
extent of heavy metal adsorp- this was because cellulose has of the current ﬁnancul year (FY25) had
tion using different types of = ¥ ahlghcrsurfau'mhthng slumped to 5. 4% hadsmch:dmnstub—
tea, teabags, and brewing NEW RESEARCH  pe servers it sanaliedash
methods. They created water It dlsﬂwemd thal finely India’s growth

solutions with known amounts of lead,

chromium, copper, unc and cadmium,

more metal than whole leaves. Shindel

and the: different surface area, as well.
durations — from seconds to 24 hours.
The team then checked the wateraf-  Why this matters
tersteeping and found metal levels to be Teatoday is the most consumed bev-
significantly lower than before. erage in the world. This means that any
wiater
What the study found have major impacts for public health,
The researchers found that about 15% This could explain “why populations

of lead can be removed from drinking
water when brewing a typical cupof tea,

that drink more tea may have lower inci-
dmm rates of heart disease and stroke

even when lead conc areas
high as 10 parts per million. A “typical
cup” was setas one mugof water and one

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

have lower tea con-

sumption,” Shindel said.

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

VAJIRAM & RAVI

watase o 108 Banuial

1! Months + 8 Months MSP
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Grandmaster Boris Spassky & Cold War era ‘Match of the Century’

AHIT KAMATH
MUMBAI MARCH 2

FORMER WORLD chess ¢ Boris

2 Years + 8 Months MSP
" FEBRUARY 2025

2 Months

TMARCH 2025

0B0.6220.6330  wwwvajiramandivi com

The context
The i ical and geopolitical rivalry
between the US and the USSR during the
Cold War played out in all fields, from Space
Sports,

Spasskypasedaway atthe age of 88 on
l'tbnuly

to arms
in this case chess, was no exception.
ammm,mm:wn@-

for hav-
ing phyed the ltg!ndary *Match of the
Century' against American Bobby Fischer in
1972, a chess battle in
Iceland, that pitted
the two Cold War superpow-
ers — the USSR and the US —
against each other.

The matchwasbuilt upasa
clash of cultures and personalities. Fischer,
the typical eccentric genius, was the poster-
boy for American individualism while the
suave and laid-back S

EXPLAINED

SPORTS

year the
title. Spassky, whoeamed the title by defeat-
ing compatriot Tigran Petrosianin 1969, was
the latest in a line of Soviet
d\mwnsmbad:nm

This dominance was, in
no small part, due to con-
certed efforts of the Soviet
state which invested in chess
like no other country at the time. Men were
hand-picked and groomed to play at the
highest level to show the world the intel-

momentum,
On Friday, the Ministry of Statistics and

sets of GDP estimates,
-mmmwm(mm

December) of the ongoing

This data would tell whether the s.lump m

ensor-

shm had been struck down or modified.
“In our opinion, the Dramatic

Perlnmun(cs Act is ultra vires of the

in the territory of India immediately before
the commencement of this Constitution
shall continue in force therein until altered
or

e leg-

islature or other¢

However, colomal Iiwsdomtcnpylhc

ofIndia” |ntheBhn!xyaNyaySanhna 2023
(Section 152 of BNS). (In 2022, the Supreme
Court stayed all trials in respect of charges
framed under Section 124A [PC.)

The government has also defended the
so-called marital rape exception, another
colonial law, which is currently under d\al—
lenge before the Supreme Court.

2 of Section 375 IPC (“Rape”) states l)ut

=
y

- which
means that when acolonial law is chal-
lenged, the government must defend the law
forit to be valid.

Other laws - those enacted by the
Parliament of independent India - are
deemed constitutional unless declared oth-
erwise, which means (hxwhmctulkngvd

f India because its incourt, th to prove
pan imposes such restrictions on the right  that i h ituti
of of speech and which Successive governments, including the

cannot be covered by the saving clause in
Article 19(2)," the Allahabad HC ruled,

several colonial laws. Congress-led govern-

The ruling noted the 's con-
tention that the case might have been "vic-
timisation of persons who have a different
political ideology than the ideology of the
party in power”.

GDP GROWTH RATES (w o)

e

Sations,
The Modi government has retained the
sedition law (Section 124A of the Indian
Code, 1860), a colonial statute, as “Act

wife, the wife fifteen ’
age, is not rape”. This provision has been re-
tained as Exception 2 in Section 63 of the
BNS, with the wife's age raised from 1510 18,

And how did the govt repeal the law?

The repeal of obsolete laws has been a
flagship project of the Modi government.
Since 2014, it has repealed more than 2,000
such laws in several batches.

Obsolete laws, by definition, are laws
which are no longer in use.

The Dramatic Performances Act, 1876,
though declared unconstitutional by the
High Court almost seven decades ago and no
longer in use, was formally deleted by
Parliament through The Repealing and
Amending (Second) Act, 2017.

Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg!
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Making sense of GDP data

The Centre has released latest estimates of India’s GDP, making significant revisions for past quarters and
years. Why does govt make these revisions? What do these changes in estimates say about the economy?

standing for the Indian economy. Weaker
GDP data point to weaker tax collection for

year

and lower profits for corpo-
rate India. These, in turn, have implications
of theirown,

For instance, one of the biggest reasons
why Indian stock markets are getting pun-
ished by foreign investors currently is the
slump in corporate earnings.

Atamacro level, before it was revised on
Friday, the FY24 GDP data suggested that pri-
vate consumption demand in India — that is
thc money spent by Indians in their mdmd-

for itbuy-

mga:arnrashampoo hadslumpcd This

|

1stAdv. | 2ndAdv. ' Provisional: 1stRevised Final ’

[

FY25 164 165 INA INA ‘NA |
FY24 73 176 182 192 NA

FY23 i7 i7 i72 7 6 ;
FY22 92 ‘89 187 lo1 92

FY21 = -8 113 |66 58 |

FY20 is 5 142 ‘4 39 |

Source; Ministry of Statistics and Progr J

lhc mitial setof datait hascollmrd and uses

731Assdtmchwvthmehasbemmlscd

arrive inayear's time.
at theGDPtsn.mam Smularly. the GDP growth rate for 2022-
As time goes by, more and better quality 23 or FY22 was revised up from 7% to 76%,
dat: il i which
updates or revises the GDP number foreach Do GDP estimates go through large
quarter and, asa for each year.
The table alongside shows the GDP revi-

Typically, apart from quarterly GDP esti-
mates, the: s of GDF i

sions for each of the past six financial years to

private con-
tributor or “engine" of India's GDP growth
and, before Friday's revision, it was pegged
atagrowth rate of 4% in FY24, After revision,
itis pegged at 5.6%

In fact, even in the revision for FY23, the
private consumer demand has seen a signif-
icant uptick.

On the face of it, these are substantial
shifts in momentum and suggest that pri-
vate consumption demand was not weak-
ening as much as previously understood.

In fact, in the current financial year it is
the private consumer demand which is
pullng up the GDP growth rate — far more

her engines of GDP growth such as

's spending or the spending by
the private sector towards new capacities

for any particular year. These are: provide to the rate of revisions

Q2 was a one-off or part of a trend. W The FAE release in January of the rele-  that have been brought about this time.

B GDP forecast for the full year. These  vant financial year; FY21— uvc)urwhmlndumdmnn
are called the Second Advance Esti aThe technical tothe duced
(SAE)and are essentially a forecast of India's B The Provisional F_mmares (PE)— tl’us lockdowns — saw
GDP by the time the financial yearendson  include the datafrom Q4 or JanuarytoMarch  visions in GDI is i
March 31. The SAE were preceded by First  quarter — in May; able as data gathering and data quality also sud|5
Advance Estimates (FAE) that were released WThe FRE in February a year later; and took a severe hit that year.
in January. The key thing to watch out here W The Final Estimates in February, two But for other years, the aremost  ing

was whether the underlying growth mo-
mentum since the slump in Q2 was consid-
ered good enough to lift the overall GDP
growth rate in the country. The FAE had
pegged the GDP growth rate at 6.4%; inother
words, India's GDP was expected to be 64%
higher than the previous year.

W GDP estimates for the preceding two
financial years. These are called the First
Revised Estimates FRE)of FY24 and the Final
Estimates of FY23.

‘Why so many revisions?
While the government releases GDP es-
timates for each quarter, it does so based on

years later.

‘What are the GDP updates?

On the whole, the GDP updates were
positive but the highlight was the kind of
revisions that took place for past quarters
and years,

As far as quarterly GDP is concerned,
India's GDPin Q3 grew by 6.2% (over the same
quarter last year) and MoSP! also revised the
Q2 GDP growth rate from 5.4% to 5.6%

For the previous financial year (2023-24),
the GDP ZX 092X,
The FAE for FY24 (which were released in

T January 2024) had pegged the
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps//whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van 2VRb6RGJOKH60BAOF

the might of the Soviet state-sponsored
chsmadlin:ry

Itis in this context that Bobby Fischer
emerged as a perfect foil to the Soviets, Here

fit this

blllmg in reahty the World Chess

one of the most unpomm cultural mo-
ments of the Cold War, that defined both

their legacies.

from the US. a country
whichdi

of its own, taking on the might of the Soviet
machine. That Fischer had long been critical

y

f the i

often less significant. For instance, FY22
started off with an estimate of 9.2% and af-
ter varying in a narrow band, ended up ex-
actly where FAE pegged it.

In this context, the sharp upwards revi-
sion for the previous financial year stands
out. A difference of 1 percentage points be-

last May) and the FRE released on Friday is
even more than the difference in the Covid
year(FY21)

What is the significance of the sharp
upward GDP revision?
GDP data provide the bedrock of under-

Fischer landed in New York only three

me, but ked

by the paparazzi at the airport. It took a

phone call from US Secretary of State Henry

Kissinger (and a hike in the prize money

amount) for Fischer to finally board the
flight to Reykjavik.

In contrast, Spassky had landed in
Iceland’s capital 12 days before the match
without any fuss. This contrast between the
two grandmasters became more pro-
nounced as the match went on,

Spassky's grace

Fischer became insufferable after land-
ingin Iceland, He showed up late for the first
game, claiming to be caught in traffic. He
thtn moaned about the cameras and the

o( the Indian economy — wlul is huldmg
back growth and what is propelling it.

What is the upshot?

There are three main takeaways:

W Until last March, India’s economy was
doing much better than previously under-
stood.

B The slump in India’s growth momen-
tum in the current financial year is sharper

than
mGDPgmwmmumtsfmmS.Z%mGSX

W Sharp revision of data undermines
both the reading of the Indian economy and
the credibility of the official estimates.

he played

adjusting to his opponent’s whims. But that
isn't who he was. Grandmaster Garry
Kasparov wrote after Spassky’s passing:

dkddwnnmunwnhwemdmuy
His grace was perhaps best exemplified
itﬂ!mdu((}a'nrﬁ considered to be ane of
s p

conceding defeat, Spassky stood up and ap-
plauded his rival along with the rest of the
spectators. And as former world champion
Viadimir Kramnik put it, he did so at a time
“M:npeophmudndmﬂnnpmly

Asﬁsd\ermdmshowlus mny.h
on the board, however, the Soviet delega-
jon b ise a stink

dal-

thechairs

Boris Spassky (left) and Bobby Fischer during their final game in Reykjavik.Ar Helost  legations were made about the chairs be-
afteran unduuc.mmc mistake. ing wired to disrupt Spassky with electro-
Fischer forfeited lhrsmld game after magnetic fields, After a thorough
the which capl ikehewas  being unable the i igation by thy I
mnnpbmmunundxﬁsdlerswamcy- hall.The  wereeven x-rayed — nothing was found.
The lead up third game, however, wasshiftedtoasmall  Through all this, Spassky remained his
Till the last moment, it was unclear taucmsbraemucﬁm&.andmrhd room behind the hall to placate Fischer. calm self. He would eventually concede af-

whether the match would even take place
as Fischer kept everyone hanging. (He
‘wanted more money).

on increasing the strength of his grip. (“So
my opponent can feel my might when |
shake his hand™).

Spassky took Fischer
grace. As the reigning world champion, he
could have simply walked away instead of

ter game 21. His loss came at a price —
Spassky i
e the USSR for two years.
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Nasty showdown

Onus on Europe to pacify Trump

MERICAN President Donakd Trump is not

known for exerciging restraint in word or

deed. And he certainly pulled no punches

during his showdown with his Ukrainian

counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the
Oval Office on Friday. However, the Russians saw things
in adifferent light. Foreign Ministry spokesperson Marka
Zakharova luded Trump and his deputy JD Vance for
displaying a ‘miraclke of restraint’ by refraining from hit-
ting ‘scumbag’ Zelenskyy. Even though Trump merck-
fully didn't go the whole hog, Russia has every reason to
be ecstatic about the disastrous meeting. The US Presi-
dent blew his top when the Ukrainian leader held
Wiadimir Putin responsible for triggering the war in
2022, Springing 0 the Russian President's defence,
Trump chided Zelenskyy for “speaking badly about
somebody else”, That left noroom for doubt about which
way the American wind was blowing.

The writing wm onthe unll last month when Trump
aled Zekn sk A him of starting the
Ukradne war. The latter had mhrklyywmmnw-v‘a
President was “Bving in o disinformation spece” created
by Russia. Now, U%Ulcnln(- relations have hit o new low
The v has prompted Burope to go
into a huddle. British IMm(- Mlmwr Kedr Starmer, who
eeted n\'ilxly mubd Zekenskyy with a mmlmlu hug
in Lond: day, i still hopeful that peace t
be revived. Starmer and French President Emmanuel
Macron, who met Thump in Washington kst week, aretry
ing o convince him that a forced ceasefire that doesn't
provide security guarantees to Ukmine would filto deter
Russia from launching another invasion

The challenge for Buropean leaders is to pacify the
US President and stop him from rushing headlong into
adeal skewed in Russia’s favour. That looks like a tall
order right now —Trump seems to be lapping upall the
Russian praise coming his way and i in no mood to for-
give an ‘ungrateful’ Zelenskyy.

Warondrugs

Punjab's battle needs more than crackdowns

HE Punjb government has launched yet
another ambitious war on drugs, alming to
eradicate the menace within three months.
With 798 raids, 200 arrests and massive
seizures, the crockdown has been swift and
aggressive. However, such operations are not new. Pun-
Jab has long been battling drug tmMicking due to its prox-
mlymlhr(.‘miim(nmm ~ @ hub of heroin produc-
Pukistan, Afigh and lran Will
lh- time be any different? The Bhagwant Mannded
has coupled with a broader
strategy, including dmddmon and n-hulnhmum The
focuson b et res and
prescription drug nh-: isa su-p in the right direction
However, the luu\-- of lh- war depends on mldrumx
the root and
lack of economic nlhtrumw; for Ihn- youth. Punjab has
seen such crackdowns before, In2017, the then CM, Capt
Amarinder Singh, promised to break the drug trade in
four weeks, His g took several
inchuding annual dm; tests for government t-mpb,\«
and the drug abuse prevention officer initiative. Yet, the
drug crisis raged on, Before that, the Badalkled SAD gow
emmenty l fight u-u-l Lhuu too, pvwld tobe a sham
Thefa

doubts about

the efli of the Theend: L who e
aften poor adkdicts, nmnluuy lnrmu for kow enforement
while the ‘g fish' stay el . Ithis patte ,the

drug trade will persist under o different guise. Large drug
consignments still enter Punjob despite heavy policing,
pointing to deeper structural issues. Without a longterm

vision, these aracke £l © bring lasting ch

thy th dendl listic. Instead of quick-
fixes, P\umb m«h lrumnl reforms, nnm'rlxninam
tols, juds | Oth-

erwise, this latest ﬁur on drugs’ will be another political
spectacle — one that falls to deliver a drug-free Punjab.
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Wearein Zelenskyy's shoes now

vnrtually on the same side, India can no Ionger fall back on Moscow
Fa S

With Trump and Putin

SOUTH SIDE
~ NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

ATE last year the
White House Histors-
cal Association added
an exhibit to its White
House tour for tourists
o full-scale replica of 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue, loaated o
block away. It indudes a tour of
spuces barred for the publicin the
real buikling, including the Oval
Office, Adding the wax figures of
President Donakl Thump and
Viee President JD Vunce arguing
with  Ukraine’s  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Oval
Office before the media would
complete the exhibit. The ‘show-
down’, as the bare-k nuckle scrap
I8 now known, has shocked the
entire workl, signalling asit does
the end of a world order that has
prevadled since the end of World
War IL The moment deserves to
be memorialised.

Severul ‘nuanced’ geopolitical
arguments ae being forwarded to
explain the TrumpVance attack
on Zelenskky. That Thump wants
the war 1o end but Zelenskky
wants to drag it out. That Tump's
mediation — Zelenskky s mluc
tant 1o sign off on it because it
forces him o cede territory to
Russia and half of Ukeuine's min
eral wealth to the US for all time

is o confic bullder with

0 W . T

TALE: Now

Narendm Modi's visit to Wash-
Ingrton, ot least in the two encoun-
ters with the media that the two
leaders had together, went off
without the treatmentthat Zelen-
skky got. Selfcongratulation is
also aplenty about how the Indi-
an foreign policy establishment
was able to suss out Trump and
return home with ‘outcomes’ on
defence cooperation and tmde.
Zolenskyy is being ndiculed for
ing into the meeting ‘entitled’
and ‘without preparation’ to deal
with a new President whose per-
sonal relationship with Putin has
upended the trans-Atlantic con-
sensus against Russia,

What did PM Maodi do differ-
ently? Unlike Zelenskky, who

Wiadimir Putin that will prevent
further Russian aggression in
Europe. That Trump wants to pull
Putin out of China's embrace so
that the US and Russia can go
back 10 being the two big boys in
the West, while China can play in
the East. But the jury is out on
these  interpretations.  Some
might argue that the Thump-
Vance harangue of Zelensk ky has
diminished America,

What lessons can India take
from this shapeshifting
moment? So far what is most ew-
dent is a sense of relief mixed
with triumph that Prime Minister

! ded & security backstop
from the US in retum for agree-
ing 10 o peace agreement with
Russia, Modi did not refuse todo
anything that Trump wanted,
India took back the undoou-
mented  Indian  immigrants
without o murmur. Rn.l-)ml
ed that it was ‘'USp dure’ to

I'rumps casting
of Ukraine as the
aggressor and his
formula for peace
should serve as
awarning,

dollarisation plan after Trump
tore into it, despite Modi's advo-
cucy of trade in local currencies
at the Kazan summit in October
2024, Modi did not argue with
Trump's criticism of Inclian tar-
iffs in front of the media. Only
ll"l.‘ will HI l!l)\r Inclian side

shackle them and nvu-mbu*k
in military alreraft. The govern
ment reduced some tariff lines
before the PM embarked on his
first meetingwith Trump 2.0 and
may ‘rutionalise’ more in the
run-up to the first drafl of a trade
agreement later this year Delhi
back pedalled on the BRICS de-

I in pushing its
cose l-'hm(l dosed doors,

For India, more important
than PM Modi coming out
unscathed from his meeting
with Trump should be what Bed-
Jing has taken away from the
Owval Office encounter Trump
has indicated In recent weeks
that he is not as passionate

sorry figure. reunins

about protecting Tawan as the

should not harm a third party”

During Modi’s visit, Trump,
who has made no secret of his
admiration for Chinese President
Xi Jinping, said they used to be
‘very close’ and described China
" very important player in the
workd”, He also offered to make
peace between India and China.
Perhaps in India's only public
rejection of a Trump idea, the R
clgn Seaetary batted away the
offer politely later, saying it wasa
bilaterul kssue. SUll, while think:
ing of India’s vulneralalities vis-
ovis China, Trump's casting of
Ukraine as the aggressor, and his
description of the parts of
Ukraine occupled by Russia as
Russdan, and his formula for
peace — surender by the victim
to the invader — shoukd serve as
o warning. We are all Zelenskky
now.

India must now deal with the
reality of a world whm the

Biden adm He has
demanded that Taiwan, which
Beling has not ruled out taking
over militarily, must pay the US
for s defence. He has sccused
the Thiwan chipmaoking indus-

friend and par of
old may no longer count. With
Trump in the saddie, the US
offers no consolation. With him
and Putin virtually on the same
sde, India can no longer fall
back on Moscow o exercse

uy 0[ undermining US chip
The

0 Zelenskky has raised con-
cems of an emboldened China
making a grab for Thiwan,
Closer home are an unsettied
border with China, Chinese mili-
tanisation along this border, its
daims in Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh, and the recent experi-
ence with Chinese territory-slic-
ing tacties. During Modi's visit,
India and the US signed a
deferce  cooperation  deal in
which “the leaders dto

strtegic In its own
nelghbourbood, India is not just
friendless today; it has China
Klowering at it with Pakistan by
its sikde. At @ time when the
developing workd s looking for a
country that can stand up W
Trump's trade and tanfl wars,
many wonder what India truly
stunds for. Leading members of
the Global South such as Braal
and South Africa are chummier
with Beljing than with Delhi

break new ground to support and
sustain the ovemeas deploy-
ments of the US and Indian mil-
itaries in the Indo-Pacific, indud-
ing enhanced logistics and
inteligencesharing, as well as
arangements to improve force
mobility for joint humanitarian
und disaster relief opertions
along with other exchanges and
security  cooperation  engage-
ments”. China, which is gauging
Trump's actions for itself, has
not meacted 1o this specific meas-
wre, but made a muted statement

Now atandoned by the US,
Ukraine cuts a sorry figure, As
former diplomat DB Venkatesh
Varma has noted, Zelenskky 's
case i 0 cautionary tale for those
who are eager todon the role of
proxy. But history will not forget
that he took on o determined
enemy and a much bigger mili-
tary, turning Russia’s expected
‘three-day’ invasion plan into &
grinding stalemate that is in its
fouth year now He alswo
returned home a mare popular
leader after the Oval Office
showdown than he was when he
Jeft for Wash

that  “bilasteral  coope

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAMORE, TUES DAY, MARCH 3, 1925

State of Indian finance
THE festure of the Financial Statement presented by the Finance
Member tothe Legisdative Assermbly that is necessanly the finst to
attract dtention -Mnﬂnrwnl«lmmw)mdd-ﬁu\hr

e THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Diplomacy andvirtue do not make easy companions. — lai ivars

Fashion hanging
byathread

NARAVANT GANESH

clothes for many years now. The boomers may view this
mnge trend in clothing as nothing short of disgusting,
They ask, why wear beat-up clothes when you can wear new ones ?
The later generations view used dothes that may even be tattered
orwith holes and paint stains as betng full of chameter and depth,
perhaps even history. Fopu lar music idols flaunt them, inchuding
Jungkook of the Kpop bay band BTS: 50 do Hollywood and Bolly
wood celebrities who may pay hefty prices to purchase these from
designer stores. And, in turn, they further the trend as their fun-
doms emulate them. Thus, baund new dothes lines are purposed
0 Jook like battered or ‘thmshed' clothes, for that grunge look
This mmnh one of inverted snobbery that led intellectuals to
e boedis ruther than branded  of fushy aurying
middlecass doth bags that had imprinted on them the name of the
store twell, 50 do uber branded handbags that cost a bomba ‘I'hr)u»
lenvolas ol INU croated a fishion trend. those dls
brimeming with Jeftist ideclogies. This leads one 1 ask, what is fash-
on, really? \AHI. hm wunm mM ummﬁmm stileto hoeds
with Atting phobic dothes and point
od shoes that mr)nulnn. we've now come o uphold loose gar
ments and comfon as key features of the grunge look. That's good
“This has translated to wearing sneakers with evening clothes
even as part of your wedding dress ensemble by some — so that
you don't have 1o get tortured by footwear that squeezes your feet
and throws you off balance, Ul)\n Uthup went on 1o pnpulnr-c
weanng -\nhnl with y silk saris, and sh 10 her

l IPPED jeans and faded Tshirts have been around as 'in’

(&) of Inchion has i pany had o real

phus, and rphus also in the g year Same e of
the change in the Mnnﬁd position of the govemment may be
hmldhtnlbrh'm\lnthrnwmmm 10181010 1922-23 the
total Jess than Rs 100 cvore, Evenin 1923
24 the revised estimate pointed 10 o defict on ordinary sccount,
lhlu‘\lh‘dﬂd was in this case small, but the sctual results dis-

1 Th 1in 192425 when
lhr'hmlmﬁwuuﬂemmh\- the hated salt duty: 'ﬁrbulr(
forthy % shows further progress along th

gninst I { (Rs 133 68croee, th I

ulmwklmre-mll!“mw Of course, the whole of this is not
true recurring surplus. As the Mm-mmm Rs 227
crone of this susplus repe haracter
(hﬂmimmﬂ,'htblmnmvmlnndmmnﬂr
rmll.yluk«u-ﬂrlumxﬂh l7h'vun- lhhnm'wn-nlm

the other
condudes that “in any cwe, lhzllmnullhrmim represents a
true reouving surpius.” The surplus in the coming years is bound to
be burger because, i he po thare is “the ity of a con-
tinued reduction in mil ey expenditune”.

adorning them with bits of 2ani or even snips from her
sari. MF Husain took this even further and did away with
footwear altogether, preferring to go around barefoot,

It does take some elan to carry off wearing ‘rags’ — not every-
one looks good in them, But it has certainly created a booming
Industry that thriveson produdng, reselling and marketing what
look like used and tattered dothes. The more thrashed or battered
they look, the better their saleability.

ANew York Times report says IM Alx- l.mr o vintage seller
whospecialises in uitra-di kes o bvingofl
his used clothes that he rents out at l\np prices, And there are
talens, including designers and stylists

So you also have a Rajinikanth who thinks nothing of a ppear-
Ing in public without a wig, makeup or suits, just being what he
is, showing off his bald pate and crumpled kurta<hoti and
chappals, with nary an eyebrow raised,

Ripped or patched-up, faded, stained denims are no longer the
preserve of the kbour class; they are an integral part of the
wardrobe of the rich and famous as well as those of young stu-
dents These are even celebrated and showcased twice a year ina
‘Distressed Rest’ that Legarbaage hosts with Lange in the US.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

' best bet in Kerala
Refer to ‘Modi & the hand of God in Kerala'
(The Great Game), the indsive analysis high-
lights a crucial political opportunity for the
Congress in the southern state. T counter
both the BIP's rising vote share and the
CPM's strategic missteps, the party must
assdgn fourtime MP Shashi Tharmor a key
role. His broad appeal and intellectual stature
coukd umly the Congress and enengise voters

Gandhis' KC

such

Combine farm subsidies

Apropos of ‘Fertiliser crisis’; the current sys
tem of aggricultural subsidies should be over-
hauled as it discourages diversi fication and is
regressive, with a major share of the benefits
going 1o rich farmers. Subsidies on power,
water and fertilsers should be chubbed
together into a single cash transfer payable
per hectare of area cultivited. Subsidy
should be reduced with an increase in area

Venugopal. Meanwhile, with the CPM priod-
tothe C ideolog -

under cul by any land Addi-
tional cash 1dt 110
It of

kal consistency, the Left may inadvertently
facilitate the BJP's expansion in Kerala, as
soen in West Bengal and THpura. By backing
Tharoos, the Congress can fortify itself and
stem the BJP s rise in the South.

friendly cash crops, like a topup payment 1o
encourage the cultivation of pulses, millets,
ollseeds, horticultural products, ete. This
would help in preventing further depletion of
the water table and also reduce the power

S MANN, UNA

Recognise merit within party

Refer to "Mocdi & the hand of God in Kerala';
politicnl parties must recognise merit within
thetr mnks. Shashi Tharoor of the Congress
has won four parliumentary elections consec-
utively, while Suresh Gopd won a seat for the
BJP for the first time in Kerala, Both have
proved their worthto thelr parties. Weoften rue
that good people don't enter politios and when
they do, their parties don Y support them, Ror
any party to be successful, it will have to estab-
lish o grassroots connect with the peogle of
Kermla. Party pnhul lhuuld lll mar the

) and sulbsidy bills
CHANDER SHEKHAR DOGRA, JALANDHAR

Ditched by the US

Donald Thump wants to recover $350 billion
that the US pumped into the Ukraine war by
forcing Zelenskyy 10 sign an agreement on
acoessing mineral resowrces. Now, Zelenskyy
s cought between the devil and the deep blue
sea. Kylv faces the harsh reality that many
former US allies have earlier encountered.
History is replete with examples of nations
such as Afghanistan that reposed thelr trust
in Wash and were abandoned later,
Henry Kn-m«wu rightwhen he said that

of any wshould get it was America’s enemy, but
nlh.duurlnurkum-n«hh lhhlwh'ulhmd
GURNOOR GREWAL, CHANDIGARM RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA
Mutual funds good Language row avoidable

SEBI has said that nine out of 10 people bum
thelr Sngers while investing in stocks in the
hope of better retums. One needs 1o have good
Immi-d’-ulltwmlu-h- short, lmulrtnl

Apropos of ‘Now Tamil Nadu Governor ver-
sus CM Stalin on Hindi row’; the Governor
has held the ruling dispensation’s twodan-
guage formula responsible for a lack of job

tob A
m-rnl Various «qrm-ndnl mutual fund
schemes are & good option. One is sure to gain
around 20 per cent over & period of one or two
years. Systematic Investment Plans (ST are
beneficial over long periods for small investors.
Imﬂmd pﬂut- lhuu switch over from

1 funds

NPS SOMAL, CHANDIGARH

for the state’s youth, TN Law
Mlm!rv Regupathy needs to realise that
the Govemor is i representative of the Presi-
dent, responsible for implementing prowvi-
stons of the Constitution. He is very well with
in his rights 1o guide the state government,
‘The CM must understand that Hindi is not
Just ‘another language’,

VUAYA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Letiers 10 the Editor, typed mn double sace, shoukd not excned the 200-word kmi

These shoukd be cogently nd Can be went
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White House fracas
holds agrim message

b US President Don-
nld Tr rump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in the White House is unprecedented,

Nothing like this, in the full glare of TV cameras, has ever
been witnessed between two heads of states, and certainly
never involving the US President. Not even in N
1971, when Prime Minister Indira Gandhi imperiously
snubbed President Richard Nixon—for saying “If India
pokes its nose in Pakistan, US will not keep its trap shut.
India will be taught alesson™—cancelled the India-US joint
press conference at the White House and walked away
with utmost dignity. In the latest meltdown, none of the
three, including US Vice President J D Vance, have come
out smelling of roses, Yet, as occupant of the world's most
p(mr(ulall'lcv:. itis Trump who has taken the worst beat-
ing, with many berating him as a boor and bully.

Wllh diplnmncy mmplrd by Trump and Vance at the

oft
meted wl m 7.rlcmltyy isthatthe US will nm countenance

way it warand claim
Ukrni\csmincrulundmmmha
sign the r’nmcmh for-US-support  [§ pe]
dculmthed(med line,buthe chose v
istand before the ance face off
and tutor Trump about peace and  JEIEILEY

the consequences of making nice
with Russian President Viadimir
Putin. Kmmns lhll hewould Ium
l"ﬂl
Trump wants, Txlemkyy said that
he was ready to do so “as the first
step toward security guarantees”,
In the aftermath, he received a
rousing welcome in London, where
Premier Keir Starmer assured
Zelenskyy of the UK's full support. It is doubtful whether
a Europe pitted against the US, even as the Trump-Putin
entente unravels, can make Zelenskyy hold out against
ending the war.
In lhc last three  years, I:umpc nnd the US pumpcd up

Zelenskyy, and

assert they
will go after
Ukraine's
minerals, no
matter what

COMMENT

FROMGRANDSTAND TO THE FRONTLINES

Rethinkingwildlife

conservationin India

Despite growing
awareness, conservation
efforts are being
undermined by lack of
action
ontheground

SANJAY GUBSI

s another World Wildlife Day
passes, it is an opportune mo:

ment to reflect on the past and
assess the current state of wildlife
conservation in India. Conservation
efforts gained prominence only after
the enactment of the Wildiife Protec-
tion Act in 1972, From then until the
mid-1980s, a handful of influential indi-
viduals dmmﬂ\mul&?mm\d
decision making circles efforts o
frame policies, designate protected
areas, and safeguard habitats. Their

i Taid a strong f

bringing several species and ecosys-
tems back from the brink of extinetion,
In the 19905 and early 20005, con-
servation beyond this small
cgde.‘dmwm in passionate indﬁlduv

by their love for wildlife, This era saw
numerous battles to protect habitats
through government engagement,
policy advocacy, and legal challenges.
Some conservationists also turned
their attention to the growing menace
of illegal wildlife trade. While profes-
sional wildlife research institutions
rmtrmﬂl during this period, , many

decimated pﬁmnﬂ‘ly by m‘:mngrouh!

the root u:ue—hablm destruction,

y rugs
m o dendoti
and the

antk s iy

the same

on, their primary llmd source, thnqu

stickers will alter the grim fate of these
critically endan birds,

Today, conservation efforts are
scattered across various activities,
from urban outreach programmes
to the installation of solar-powered
m\p‘ that draw water into forest

While well-intentioned, some
of these measures harm wildlife, For

instance, year-round artificial water
sources disrupt the rmuml murmlm

d against capturing prob-
lem elephants but now turns a blind
eye o their daily capture and clectro-
cution, all while receiving funds under
the pretext of protecting them. Is this
a case of misplaced priorities or sheer
convenience?

India ranks second only to Brazil in
forest loss. If we fail to address this ex-
istential crisis, all other conservation
effores will amount to little more than
spectatorship in the face of destruc:
thon. Wildlife conservation is not for
the faint-hearted—it is fraught with
complexities, opposition, and, at times,

Fall : S e

wy.F
sotooarevictories, What matters is the
relentless pursuit of the goak protect-
I wildlife and their habitats.
Tlvough well im—mimed. lhc young

ririeal o

2 einprior
vation actions. Perhnpn conservation
leaders, directly or indirectly, steered
him toward superficial activities—
well memu\u but ineffective in bring:

ngr change.

oday, more people instruct others
on conservation—often without first-
hnnd expﬂima‘ (hm mm.' are| indi:

The cnmomk beneficiaries of wildlife
far outnumber those who battle tire-

pum'm of species like el | mu}

le -,

by nnur:-\s cycles. Stmllu‘ly. mmr hn

responsibility for uvmg wtldhk' or

invemony ;mupt But if xheu- ;rnupc

priontise
action; modcfn mwmnmcnullun m

preferring
to focus on scientific hqulry rather
than direct intervention in conserva-
tion erises, They eritiqued policies and
lamented habitat loss but distanced
(hemselves from thedifficult, hands-on

|pcclc| lists will soon
bemme relics of the past.
Habitat destruction and poaching

g ith linle

il |

P
Py

ocoupied with
and all the whllr.L llu_!h‘; nawral herit:

remain the twin evils pl In-
dia’s wildlife, These, in turm, fuel hu-

s...wm‘mu'm"fxrm‘n
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SPEAKOUT
Thisvictory is the result of years of struggle...
Inthe last 27 years of BJPs exile, Delhi saw
scamafter scameither by the Congress or the

AAP governments...

Thisis the beginningof

anewerafor Delhi, and we

need to fulfil PM Modi's
dreamof viksit’ Delhi...

Rekna Gupta, Delhi CM

Never trust a person that tries to sell you by how
righteous they are. 'm telling you right now,
it’sascam,

Richie Norton

TOBE PRECISE

The Ol Office
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INPERSPECTIVE

Yuvanidhiand the
education paradox

Karnataka's flagship
unemployment
allowance scheme

may furtherstrain
\

ildlife conflict, 8

Zek Hcmn

b-..—-.- figh Hefailed
tonote that the new dispensation in the Whuc House was
different, with liede regard for diplomatic niceties. Trump

taunted Zelenskyy the moment he arrived for his casual

boots, Zelenskyy should have sensed that he had got offon
the wrong foot. He should have known that when Trump
says he wants something done, he has no choice. Trump
Im |o be anticipated, appeased, obc?;-d and nhovm more
be di as Zelenskyy di d. Whether and how
Europe adapts to the demands and diktats implicit in the
manner Trump and his team handled Zelenskyy could set
thestage for the next such show,

Balance classroom,
real life education

ecent research on the arithmetical abilities of chil-

dren in the classroom and children selling vegeta-

les in the market has shed useful light on the gap
between formal and informal education. It may help in
bridgingthegapb " 0 (education. both
of which are important. A study co-authored by Nobel
laureates Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo has shown
that children in the market are good at caleulating prices
and returning the balance even when odd amounts are
involved. The same working children were poor in arith-
metic in the classroom. Even when they spent part of the
dayin the classroom and partof it in the market, they found
itdifficult to do the sums in the abstract form, They did lhc

ly low university

ol improving GER can be ac-
omplished by limiting the
annidhlx eme duration o
amaximumod oneyear instead
of two years. Even after com-
pleting one year, i the student
continues to be unemployed,

task of saving species in distress. tensions between local that wildlife enrol t they should be incentivised to
The mid-2010s marked another and conservation efforts. Meanwhile, - conservation Minhllymdisd«yly enroiments enrolina PG me.
lhﬁ Whh mummmmdmnm new threats loom-—such as the large-  sensitive ot} mmmomm
rise of social medi wlldllk scaleintrody invasive spec asters, If we fuil to act now, we risk fol- NIRANJAN R fect. First, inthe initinl year, the
mnxwuiun became a fashi hab ! yet, fe will- lowing the trajectory of some European student willunderstand thereal
pursuit, coineiding with the houm in i dd hesep nations, where wilderness has been all arnataka stands as & requirementsof the jobmarket
nlm murlun wl Ii e ph 0 '} but Jost, Future: mmxkxhnuymly progressive and tech-  and have the chance o take ad-
ctivism, by | near- spes logicall, d missions to a PG programme,
lie ndlluu'd but i he faceof d ches, Hling abroad 10 witness eco- state, outperforming the na-  which will, in wirn, enhance
memmhdoﬂ Conservationincreas-  is complicity. systems that ance thrived within our tional average in several so-  job with additional
z ingly took on softer lwmuhel—an ke, for example, the escalating ha- — own borders, As more World Wildlife clal, d: | skills and bil Sec-
iidlife ph man-clephant conflict in the Western  Days come and go, will we continue to indicators. However, higher  ond, it promotes the improve-
i Gluu in K ka's Hassan district. olnm-uh:drclm:olwnpmnlm education in the state faces  ment of GER in the state. The
drives, cnnd]dlghx viglls, and online  Once a Kucdul clephant habitat, the  the safety of the dstands? Or will hall such as dwindling  scheme will function both as
petitions—diverting focus from the region has been irrevocably altered  wetake thebold stepsnecessary tohalt | student quality, low Gross — an w yment allowance
critical task of protecting habitats and by mini-hydel power projects and in-  this tide of destruction? Enrolment Ratio (GER) and  programme and a GER pro-
species. frastructure expansion, displacing 'nmnlm w0 lhe dedication ul com- funding is The I p The
A recent encounter exemplifies elephants and pushing them into un- - mitted s working a densi berofuniversities year o
this trend. A young man, eager to In-  familiar territories such as Puttur and — the government, some species and | per one lakh eligible popula-  ration of the scheme provides
troduce himself as a vulture conser-  Sulya. A sclentific study has unequivo: hnNnu have been saved. However, tlon aged I8~23)m Karnataka  unemployment allowance but
vationist, proudly Pfeu-nwd asmall  cally linked the rllnnconﬂnmthcu feguardingth ictorl cial isLL N may not promote GER. After
ulture-themed st lainingthat  so-called “gr But we must also confront our failures (0.6), (0.8), Andhra  completing two years, if the
distributing these would raise aware:  prominent NGO mr'ﬁm inthe n.wun and recalibeate our approach before it Pradesh (0.9), Tamil Nadu  students wish o return to aca-
nessand belp protect thespecies. While  chooses to overkook this inconvenient  istoo (0.9), Kernla (0.8),and the na-  demics, theymay have kost their
his intentions were noble, the realityis — teuth, opting instead for softer con-  (The writer is a conservationist and | tional average of 0.8 With 43 academic orfentation,
that Tndias vul I hasbeen  servation efforts while sidestepping  author afLeopard Diaries) ithes, K: ki by hile, many state
the highestnumber ofuniversi- — universities, particularly new
llt.! In South lmln, Intermsol  andyoungones, lack adequate

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Passingon the legacy of excellence

My granddaughter embarks
onherI1Scjourney,and 1
recall my own experiences

samearithmeticcorrectly in the market with and
pencil, Conversely, non-working children who were good
in the classroom could not do the sums outside, and in the
market. What it shows is that learning is influenced by the
method of learning, the environment, and perhaps the felt
need toleam,

There are mnny studies on the numeracy and literacy
defici inschool. Children, especially from
weaker backgrounds, are often found unable to cope with
the learning demands in the class-
room, The Annual Status of Edu-
cation Reports (ASER) always talks

Study by Nobel

nboul the lnlblllly of childrcn L laureates
higher Y

and text reading they are taught at :"u,vl"" : 1
lower classes. What it shows is the [l
gap between abstract and practical  JUEIISIT
arithmetic, between theory and life  E T ]

skills, a natural environment and a
created space, and between a feltlife
need and an exercise whose use the
child is not fully aware of. The best
education strategies would try to bridge the gap, take the
classroom to the mlrkcl and the: marlw:l 0 lhcdmwwm

both

colleges per one lakh cligible
population, the highest in the

ity education, m&m-za‘f«:-
19 conventional universi-

country and more than twice  ties, only 10 received .
the national average of 30, al-grantin-aid, in addition
De\nile having a high edu- o salary and pension grants,
1 was surprised and asked her why  ucation is not just about cation Karna-  Onlyfouruniversities received
she chose 115¢, She replied, “It's as  formulae or quoting lierature, but n&uuGFﬁd‘l\.ZhrﬂuM’y grant-in-aid forasset creation,

good as those institutions, plus canbe — about cultivating a passion for kearming low d to he dof -
close toyou and (.nmny Andlhenw and exploring the depths of a subject, (40), Andhra Pradesh (36.5), aid declined further in 2023-
asked, ha,whydid — Aslreflected dmeatl1Se, Tre- Tamil Nadu (47) and Mahar- 24, with only four universities
wurhoonllsd" lised thatthy T tanghy umm (3&2). This indicates  receiving it. Onlyomunlwr
v— PECTOIRT Wi ) bout theimp " sity received grantin-aid for

about joining IScmore than hallacen-  of critical thinking, rigorous observa: alone may not significantly

ty. Yet, my

he Indian Institute of Science  tury ago, not because Thad a clear idea  tion, and intellectual honesty: Never boost GE! R Instead, m: qu budget for 202&25. unly lum

(11Sc) is an institution that needs  of what it would offer, but because it make a qualitative statement without ity of | genernl

nninm-luaknll umduum providedastipend of Rs 250 per month. — proper reference; don't ‘reverse plagia- infrastructure and strong af-  grantin-aid, and again, only

d f  1set off to the ‘temple of knowledge rm by passing off off your ideas as those firmative policy interventions — one university received grant-

1k In the n\rmiﬂr on my old Jawa frer my and millions areessential lnnmnrnlhl']l in-aid for asset ereation, This

mother had perfe d a puja. On the decl trend in grants hin-

ugrutﬁmw mmm at ULM wn way, it broke down on the then-deso-  enough to mnkr s«mnlnm nuau Wmmﬁ I'Imhnp ders the quality of education,
late Nandidurg Road, and I repairedit - million can go further worsening GER,

vlm w0 Bengnlum last year, lhc lpcnl a mynlf. mn{nnd tearing mypants.  all obm'vmlm But wmuﬂon m.-wr strain the already low GER,  With the current university

j fashion these d: fails, and henee itis called a law. Aa.‘ufdm to the Seva Sind-  infrastructure, ranking state

may

pun:ty wasnot without itschallenges,

Pebruaey 24
As she walked lhruu;h the vmimu
, she was | d by
|hr pbunﬂ-nnn work helng done in
sclence, Her ex Wils S0 pro-
found that she decided to pursue her
post-graduation at llhc turning dmm

On my first day at 11Sc, a lecturer
dropped a piece of chalk and asked us
what had happened. Our unanimous

offers from
Stanford, Princeton, and Cambridgc
which were also closer to her home in
the United Seates.

response was, “You dmpﬁd it,sir"He and
p

d us, saying, “1 simply opened
my fi , and it was attracted to the
rm:?;'; grovity. " Thissimple yet pro-
four

The expe had a profound im-
pact on my life, duvku me into the
person Lam today.

1 asked my urlnddnuzh(er, “What
moredoyouwant, Sharada, inan insti-
tute inspired by Swami Vivekananda
loumied::y h._‘f m_Ml:’ IS¢

hu portal, 2,57.670 l(lldﬂ;:l

Iyunemp!
rolled in any post-graduation
programmes. Beh.uvi lnds

2

in the scientific community, March 3
marks the birth anniversary of Jam:

in student
28674, hllmwd by K.nllbur
agi (17.035), Raichur (16,082),

Apropos '‘Counting steps: India's long road to fitness’
(M?Lmymlmﬁlmmmmmpk
blindly follow it without fully understanding its implica-
tions. l!:!rluﬁwnmnuymnurkfmnnmm and

lnnwider ftrefl he gap

oo : s,

par rience
and concept that is at| ﬂw hc-n of undmundlm Fvcry
kil 't hasinit

Singing is an incomplete rendering of the music in the
being, and all human knowlu.dgr isan nppmxlmmon of
experience. Weundk fence,
and explanation comes later, The child in themarket expe
riences the world in numbers. It is explained to the child in
the classroom, Basically no child is taught an idea or skill
by the teacher. The teacher only helps the child to discover
whatis wm\in In the murlu-t lhednld dimm-n it hmn-u

1t should euich ching. Th Sensindlovl
o4

sits truth,

with weight loss, ignoring the fundamental differences in

Adiplomatic disaster

The recent incident at Oval Office
has the world, Having in-
vited another Head of State, ’I\'mn?
should have displayed more maturi
1y, and patience. But within minutes,
Donald Trump dt-mv/ﬂl the hopes

universities is a futile exercise
of comparing unequals; in-

. stead, the ranking should be

anindicator of the first among
equals, Curtailing the Yuva-
nidhi scheme tenure from a
of two years to one

{u” will provide additional
nds for the government to
enhance the universities’ ba-

of peace-loving
his bravado. It wu f(mhlh ofhimto
expect Zelenskyy to sign an agree-

son tawgght me that highered-  shedji Tata, the founder of 15¢, Bengaluru Urban (15,174)and  sic infrastructure and cater
e . - (14,576), The low- w0 uxmud enrollment. The
LETTERS TO THEEDITOR g 150 g oo
m (1,586), Bengalura  on the short-term pain of gen-
- Rural (2_9“)mdllnmnnmr fundinguniversities for
Fitness needs ascientific approach 7a (3276). the longi<erm gain of quality
In contrast, admissions to  human capital,
regimes for men and women. Fitness requires a personal- Gy he major In 1955, celebrated econ-
ised scientific pnmhukh;mmnmnlmudﬂdv ity of universities, particularly  omist Milton Fmdman sub-
al's back;  lifestyle, Y. insocialsch t mitted a 1 the
Mnnbolhmund gcm.-llcuho playa swli!iam mlr: in esand are declin- G of India dudng
many confuse fat loss fitness. A ing. According to Unified  the second five-year plan, em-
N Sadhasiva Reddy. Bengalury University and College Man-  phasising that expenditure
agement System (UUCMS)  on increasing the productive
was exposed by the threatof athind  faced, while the long-delayed Census mmeunlm sshons to PG c.p‘m_vol human beings s at
workd war, Despite being labelled n — remains unaddressed. The Union ' industri
dictator, Zelenskyy acknow| Home Minister's assurance that forthe academicyear 2024-25  investment. A budget with en-
thc US'role in bringing pclcc southern states will not lux mu amount to 2,57, ﬁ; which is  hanced investment in public
that F nd lacks less than the registrations for  universities and institutions
solidly behind him. I(nldlnund\ a gnnilu whﬂhcr mnhcmsumwul the Yuvlnklcl scheme. If this — will augment buman capital,
sensitive meeting without g trend continues, it will have  which bas a long-term impact
homework is a diph ic disaster, v a cummplmc ﬁ«!«l on GER  onsocety,
sV B in Karnatal state's pob  (Thewwireris
eroncarscu o s |16 Shoukdsim (o bring these  asistant profsiorof
qH ati SUTSCES  emated - not hancwritien - wil be accepted) students back into main-  economics, Vijayanagam
Delimitation resurfaces - gieo- retnaveionwiloe v e e e o, Th

ment without offering any security
guarantees, Trump's arrogance

‘The delimitation issue has resur-

aadress and phone rumder

promote GER, The objective

University, Ballari)
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ECENTLY,
acquaintance,
who is a senior
manager in a big
rm, was com-
about  GenZ

an

plaining
recruits.

“They dont want to work
for even Rs 25000 per
month,” he exclaimed. "1
started at just Rs 10,000."

“When was that?" I asked
him.

“In 1984." he replied.

1 didnt have the heart o
tell him that Rs 10,000 back
then is the same as Rs
70,000 today. 1 also didn't
want to point to the fact that
he probably got huge raises
within the first five years.
Whereas, freshers today can
expect their salaries to rise
at just 58 per cent per year.

It isnt my friend’s fault
that he cannot gauge the
magnitude of the salary eni-
sis for India's white-collar
warkers. Most of us do not
think of inflation when we
compare salaries across gen-
erations. That is because
psychologically, we as con-
sumers are only used to treat
money in nominal terms,

So,if Rs 25,000 was a great
starting salary 30 years ago,

.
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we think it must be good
today as well.

I, for instance, reached a
salary of Rs 100000 per
month in 2004. That was five
years into my job. In today's
prices, that is equal to
Rs3.75,000. But, if I am inter-
viewing a candidate with
similar experience for a job,
and they ask for Rs 150,000,
I consider it too steep.

But we all know from our
daily experience  that
Rs 25000 doesnt buy you
much in a big city. A single
room in a decent part of any
aty will cost at least
Rs 15000, In Gurgaon,
where | live, a room with a
small  kitchenette, costs
much more.

That leaves a young
employee with just Rs
10,000 for all their monthly
expenses. Even better paid
new joinees dorit have more
than Rs 25,000 to spend on
themselves after they pay
their rent and utility bills,
Their daily conveyance
alonewould eat up Rs 3.000-
5,000 out of that.

A single mid-level restau-
rant meal would cost Rs 300-
500. Four outings with
friends in a month can set
them back by Rs 1,200-2,000.
And, don tell me that they
shouldn't eat out. We all did
when we were young —
went to movies with friends,
splurged on an occasional
fancy meal, bought sneak-
ers and jeans. That is what
middle-class life has been
about since the mid-1980s,

In fact, 20 years ago, peo-

OPED
Stagnant salaries, soanng costs The job crunch

INFLATION EFFECT: The Rs 10,000 back in 1994 is the same a5 Rs 70,000 today. s100x

ple signed up for car loans
as soon as they got a steady
white-collur job. That is why
passenger car sales grew at
15 per cent per year
between 2001-02 and 2011-
12. Since then, there's been
a steady slowdown — car
sales have grown at just 5
per cent per year, with most
of the real increase taking
place in multi-utility vehi-
des for the more affluent
Butitis not justthe caseof
starting salaries. Even mid-
rung whitecollar employ-
ees with 1015 years of expe-
rience are stuck with
minimal pay hikes. Some
are being asked to take pay
cuts while others are smply
being retrenched. A recent
survey showed that 50 per

Itis not just the case
ofstarting salaries.
Even mid-rung
white-collar staffers
with 10-15 yearsof
experience are stuck
withminimal pay
hikes Some are
being asked to take
pay cuts while
othersaresimply
being retrenched.

cent of

do not expect good incre-
ments, and people at the
middle-management level
are most likely to expect low
salary hikes

This is happening at a
time when actual inflation
faced by the urban middle
class, who populate white-
collar positions in India, has
risen sharply. The official
urban retail inflation figure,
which looks at an average
basket of goods and servic-
es, underestimates the real
increase in costs because it
covers the urban poor as
well, whose consumption
patterns are very different.

Take the cost of housing.
for instance. Official urban
retail inflation data says
that housing costs have
risen at an average of 4 per

cent per year over the past
five years, A recent study in
the top seven cities in India
shows that rent for a stan-
dard two-BHK house has
risen at 11 per cent per year
in the same period. That's
nearly three times com-
pared to what official num-
bers show.

Housing accounts for 22
per cent of the total con-
sumption expenditure bas-
ket for cakulating urban
retadl inflation. In reality, for
most families living in big
cities, it is at least 30 per
cent of their total costs. If
we readjust the weight for
bousing and take into
account the actual rise in
rents, then the average
retail inflation faced by
such middle class in the
past five years rises to 7.7
per cent fram 5.7 per cent

A recent study by Quess
Corp shows that between
2019 and 2023, salary hikes
have averaged just 0.8 per
cent in the engineering,
manufacturing process and
infrastructure (EMPI) sec-
tor, while they averaged 5.4
per cent in the FMOG sector.
Other studies show that
salaries inthe IT sector have
been more or less stagnant
for the past 10 years, or have
Krown at a meagre rate

So, a middle-class mid-
rung employee eamning Rs
1,00,000 in 2018-19, living in
abig city, would have earned
about Rs 1,25,000 in 2023-24.
If they spent 85 per cent of
their salary or Rs 85000
back then, the real inflation

faced by them would have
taken their expenses to Rs
123,000 in 2023-24. So, if
they were saving Rs 15000
per month in 201819, five
years later, they were saving
virtually nothing. Earbier,
they could have saved up to
buy gadgets and durables
for the home. Now, they sim-
ply can't.

This has had a huge
impact on the demand for
goods and services that the
middle dass has traditional-
ly generated in India. The
demand for all kinds of
goods — soaps, shampoo,
hair ofl, detergents, biscuits,
razor blades, readymade
garments, footwear, refrig-
erators, passenger cars, etc
~ has either declined or is
stagnant, after a brief spike
in the middle of 2021, when
the Covid lock downs ended.

This is a major economic
crisis that India's middle
class faces today. Short-
term solutions, like income
tax breaks, cannot help
resolve this. The govern
ment has been trying to
nudge corporates  into
increasing wages — their
profits have quadrupled in
the past five years, while
their wage bills have
remained stagnant. But cor-
porate profits are now
shrinking. Big companies
saw their profits grow by
just 5 per cent in the latest
quarter, while small listed
companies saw a decline in
profits. They are unlikely to
Rive moreto their white col
lar employees.

Cricket dlplomacy CanICCstand up: for Afghan women?

[}

C UDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

England at
the 1CC Champions Thophy
match in Lahore on February
26 by eight runs in a nail-tit-
ing finish that went tothe last
over, cricket lovers the world
over applauded this plucky
team for their resilience and
determination. Since they
were admitted to the interna-
tional cricketing fold in 2017,
Afghanistan, with itswar rav-
aged history of the last five
decades, has transmuted this
game into a symbol of nation-
al identity, hope and unity.

This winning streak came
to a disappointing end on Feb-
ruary 28 w A fiohy

the team's populanity.

However, this spotlight on
the Afghan cricket team at
the ICC and their prowess
also draws attentionto a trag-
ic tale — that of the Afghan
women's cricket team. Their
pight is a microcosm of the
larger oppression and emasure
that the Taliban, currently in
power in Kabul since August
2021, has inflicted on the
women of Afghanistan.

With the Taliban restricting
education for girls, banning
all kinds of sports for women
and forbidding them from
appearing in public spaces,
the Afghan women cricketers
had o flee the country to
escape persecution. In a dra-
matic journey in late 2021,
enabled by three intrepid
Australian women — Mel
Jones, Emma Staples and
Catherine Ordway — a total
of 120 people were smuggled
out of Afghanistan to Aus-
tralia via Pakistan and Dubai

AnAfghan women’s cricket
team in exile has been
formed in Melbourne and
they are seeking both recog-
nition and support from the
IcC but this

-
TRAGIC TALE: The spotight
the fact that with the Taliban banning sports for girls, its women cricketers have flad the country. seuTers

ACB (Afghanistan Cricket
Board)full membership with
funding and has allowed itto
partidpate in the current
championship.

The ICC is aware of the
plight of the Afghan women's
team in exile and Chairman
Jay Shah has noted: "We are
committed to supporting
cricket development through
the Afghanistan Cricket
Board while ecognising the
challenges facing Afghan
vmmms cricket, including

played Australia, the top dogs
inthe ICC, and put upa fight-
ing score of 273, but the
match was abandoned due to
rain. The Aussies had already
raced to 109 for the loss of one
wicket in under 13 oversand
the outcome was predictable.

But Afghanistan is now a
high<calitre cricketing nation
and even the Taliban, with its

has proved elusive. As per
the rules, to qualify for full
membership of the ICC, a
cricketing nation has to field
both a men's and a women's
team to receive funding and
enjoy Test status.

Since the Tuliban seized
power in 2021, this condition
regarding a women's team
has not been met, but the

of players living
in exile® He added: Our
focus is on constructive dia-
logue and viable solutions
that safeguard the best inter-
ests of all Afghan cricketers”

The status of women in
Afghanistan since the Tal
iban assumed power in 2021
has been steadily deteriorat-
ing A UN official who pre-
pared the cuntry report

team at the Cix

For astart, the ICC
could provide
funding that is due
to the Afghan
women's teamin
exile in Melbourne
after consultation
withthe
Afghanistan
Cricket Board.

Trophy draws attertion 1o

Yhree years worth of count-
less decrees, directives and
statements targeting women
and girls, stripping \hc!n of
their fu

for they cannot be seen in

research related 1o peace,

public spaces. Theerasureof  conflit  resolstion  and

dentity and self-esteem is  womens secunty dwells on

frightening. patriarchal bargaining’ as a
The UN Security Council  means to infuse a degree of

passed an and in an oth

lofty Resal 1325 in flexibl derinsensitiv

October 2000, which hierarchy. Academics and

demanded that all member
states respect and comply
with international law relat-
ed 1o the rights and protec-
tion of women and girls.
Afghanistan adopted a NAP
(National Action Plan) in
2015 with normative goals
o ensure gender equity and
protection from sexual vio-
lence, but all of this has
been jettisoned under the
Taliban rule

Post the enomity of #11 in
September 2001, the US
bombed A back to

eviscerating their autonomy”.
This erosion of dignity and
loss of self esteem has precip-
itated a mental health crisis
among young Afghan girls
and women and the inch
dence of suicides has been
increasing, Concurrently,
early childbearing and
infant mortality has
increased by almost 50 per
cent since mid-2021.
Traditionally, Afghan
women have enjoyed a high
degree of access W educa-
tion and work opportunities
as also gender dignity within
the framewark of a conser-
vative Muslim society. How-
ever, the imposition of a visi
bly misogynistic Taliban
ideclogy has made half the

the 'stone age’ and sought to
prise the Al Quida leader
Osama bin Laden from Tul-
iban protection. The Talitan
fled Kabul and a fledgling
democracy was ushered into
Afghanistan but it did not
take mots.

Twenty years later, the US
made a hasty and shamboalic
withdrawal from Kabul in
August 2021 (reminiscent of
the American withdrawal
from Saigon in April 1975)
and the Taliban came back to
seize power in Kabul

Cleardy, using force to
intimidate the Taliban that is
steeped in patriarchy and
male dominance, to conform
to a more genderequitable
form of governance is not a

activists have been engaged
in valuable research in this
area and there is a strong
case o evolve a political con-
sensus based on these find-
ings 1o bring the Taliban to
the negotiating table.

India has always had an
empathetic relationship with
the Afghan people even as
that nation was plunged into
war and devastation since the
Soviet occupation of 1979. In
recent months, Delhi has
begun a tentative mpproche-
ment with the Taliban and
comfort at the official level
will slowly evolve.

The ICC card provides an
option toincentivise bargain-
ing with the Taliban and qui-
et aricket diplomacy should
be explored. For a start, the
1CC could provide funding
that is due to the women's
team in exile in Melboume
after due consultation with
the ACB and other steps can
fallow.

The unfortunate girls and
women in Afghanistan who
remain stoic and resolute
despite the Taliban decrees
must not be forgotten. Reach
out to these sisters in your
own manner and let them
know that their plight has not
been erased from the collec
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oppressive rule, is aware of ICChaschosentoaccord the  described this period as  wow T almost invisible, viable option. Sociological tive consciousness
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PANORAMA
Synthetlc data. Promise and hidden perilin academlc research

P

NEIL TANNEN AND VICTOR LOBO hingpri-  In political science, avnmmc data has  available or generated using proprietary the risks of
vacy. However, by tyrish butit nn-lhods'nus dtﬁmmrcmymlm ovtrrdmon symhcuc data in public mmmmﬂmdadmsmm
n the rapidly evolving ofar- freci ionliesa host of problems th i fpitfalls. A2022studyin it ible for other y tial. Institutions and funding bodics must
tificial intelligence and data science,  if) efull J.couldundermine  the & of Political Science Methods ex-  replicate findings, eroding the credibili Ethical furths licatethe  create clear guidelines for udlu; synthetic
heticdatal d - thever & d search ined syntheticvoter d: dropredict  of such research, Clearer guideli hetic data. Since the dara, s
breaking tool in academic research, But ~ Oneofthe d fsynthetic  US electi mmadds,based needed o ensure that synthetic dalm-u generating s;mhuic dzn m' often pro- r il
what exactly is synthetic data? Simply put, data is its ability to protect privacy, on past voting trends, failed to account for arﬂﬂmmhodsmzdmmlcﬂmnm prietary and not t P Ty, and ethical ight. Onlyth
itisartificially generated data designed to mlly in sensitive fields Inl@ heallhcm new political dynamics or shifts like the opmlvdbdosrd enabling peer about ity and thetic by d ibly
hers can use medical Covid demi icti preser arise. Whoverifiesth A this d: dv chratherthands ingit.
nmldmnsdulﬁmkmohum«rmmqma damasmmulydmmduswwcr by 16%, skewing fi nff; hetic data is also i dyused  Should journals require full disclosure of Whﬂcsmdmnﬁwsmu;
concern. For or by ftradi  pols ignoring  in ic research and p ki dammdmmrth?l\nd tential for academic research, it must be
nnd:mlrtﬂxdscanhdp&nnrsmnM al patient information. I like the rising infl of ind dent candi- ansmdwmodd:m&mdxu dataleadsto  handled with i mehanmlnlr
the Mayo Clinic have dsynthetic  dates. The ighli dangers inflation or labour market d: ‘ hoisheld ble? - ical concerns to chalk in
fidentiality. While s)mlrncdnn appears health records to train Al for di frelyis heticd d ol However, errors in these predictions can  These ethical dilem toaheadin -y, the risk i I
tooffera sol ibiliyand  various it Yet, as a 2023 report  sionsfromh My biased ! lead d policies with real-world mZZMrnamdwalnmme Tounlm'kusf\dl pmmzlmthunm
privacy chalk hidd in The Lancer Digital Health reveals, syn-  datasers, as it risks rei i dated For instance, the Bank of  an university fab climate p mxﬁc integrity, mmrﬂms
en the accuracy, ethics, and cma:bulny of thetic data often fails to capture the full  id d prodh insig.‘..,. England used synthetic labour market change data to support a
academic research. complemy of Inmmn biology. thuul Beyond i f bi data to forecast a quick post-pandemic  hypothesis. This nndal serves asa stark GMRMWM(!M If done
data enables to Ivari- llu‘lx‘dallwsﬂawnmullutmwdw recovery, nnlymtmdm d be a powerful tol
create datasets re.semblmg malrmdd ations, Al k d heticd: of research, a bbornly high, ially in dtoad msbeadi foradh knowledge:if mesused. ‘mitk
data using techniques like may overlook rare di isclassify of scientific integrity. A 2021 vulnerabl par demic fraud hard mdcm di ng truth and miskeadi ch.
W\dNﬂwmh(GANs)dearhﬂm condmons potentially leading to harmful - studyin Natre Machine Intelligence found heti dels failed Despite these chalk (Neil is s professorat the
al Autoencoders (VAEs). Itis increasingly  misdiagnoses. While privacy is vital, pri-  that nearly half of the 50 papers reviewed, fof important vnmbla. such ls ml\won ls not wldnn merit. Ilholdsmm m\mht Departrment of Political Science, and
loyed fields such as health uﬂxhinf,k over data accuracy in medical which used symhmc data, couldn't be and worker It policies Victor is Vice-Chancellor, St Joseph’s
political science, and economics, allowing  research can endanger lives. the data itherun-  based on these flawed models had serous  significant mnoems However, to prevent  Unfoersity, Bengalury)

The Canadian government has reinforced border operations to stop migrants going
to the US, amajor Trump complaint. But people are starting to flee the US for Canada

MATINA STEVIS-GRIDNEFF

he predawn call by Unit-
ed States border agents to
their Canadian counterparts
was shocking: A grm'n: of
nine people, most of
children, were about to en-
ter Canada on foot. Early morning on
February 3, when the group was spotted,
theborder between Alberta and Montana
was brutally uninviting, covered in snow,
dark with a temperature of minus 17 de-
grees Fahrenhet.
Gminymgtmviskmima&acnpmredby

._, e
wear
hand as they trudged through the snow.
More children followed in a line. Another
adult dragged two suitcases.
The quick intervention by the Royal Ca-
nadian

holdi Y

group was the result of a newly beefed-up

borderp be-
tween the US and Canada. At 5,525 miles,
the border is the world'’s longest.

Until recently, the border had been
described by both nations as “unguard-
ed.” a testament to their close friendship.
But with the retumn of President Donald
Tv.\mpwlbﬂrhkr.uonss,j(!nshmxlw

twoneighbours,

olnmu-um 10 enter the US without legal
permission. He I\a- made stopping that

a d as he th
0 impose mppllng tariffs on Canadian
exportstothe US,

Afteraone-month reprieve, Trumpsaid
those tariffs will now go into effect from

WhyCanadais

securing itsborder

March5.

Canada has mobilised. It has deployed ~ Th by hended; been i re people arriving  tion push. Venezuelans described ascrim-
nmsmﬂmdmipnmulongmchr year crossing from Canada into the US i lnmdtcl)mcdsms.bulbcauscdﬂt mabhwb«mcnl to the U.S, facility at
mul dtight legallywamdy 24000 (That Dulsm schedule! in ka ﬁ-hn chile others have

toenter the theweeks ckto
us lllegally The numbef nf iieul Cross- - year, mmelhanl.SmlllI ereap-  since Trump'si inJanuary. But  The Venezuelan government has re-
the US southemborder,US  government news releases suggest the cently begun arresting not just political
hwmbegmmdmndhum datashows.) numbersarerising. activists but also bystanders at protests,
ed, indicating that Canada's response to “ Canada has directed 1.3 billion Cana- In Alberta, preliminary calculations and it's unclear how it will treat returned

Trump's pressureis working.

But now a new dynamic 1s emerging at
the border: As)dum-sctkcrs are ﬂmug
nnnh wC.amdam

dian dollars (8900 million) to enhance
border security, adding two Black Hawk
hels and 60d s A wich

showlfmupwmpmplambomnp-

:‘nmm Asaresult, Cmadahnsapolicy

fi unvn-,

fudi as2.

child:

tations,

ther
Tt i for tem-

Omnywnduy lheCwm—
border crossing in Alberta is an orderly
hum of trucks, trains and civilian vehi-
cles. The communities on either side are

porary visas that some visitors used 1o ar-
rive in Canada legally but then enter the
USillegally.

The Canadian government ﬂ&d its re-

closeinevery sense. Hitaball h T
on one of the two baseball di d

.r ting

Bycommudymmpumlew«up— Safe country?

prehended crossing the border illegally in
Albertainallof 2024,
Of the nine mtgrmu found in Alberta

Canadian border officials declined to dis-
cussvdmd\eydudwﬂnhepmpdmu
migrants detained in Alberta, saying they
wemwwcungthelrpnmy

Buta for US. Customs

on February. 3, seven, lhreechll—
drenages 13, 10and 7, were Vi
meRCMPmld mNewYmirhmaThe

hild,

in Coutts, Alberta, and chances are it
will land in Sweetgrass, Montana. The
two countries” border authorities even
share abuilding.

ber ised ingsintothe US:

About 600 migrants were mum.-pned at

the border in January, down from about

‘IOOmemrym;mldmguvUSdm
“Whether

en.7and
from Colombia.

Harrison, who has worked at the bor-
der for two years, said, “It’s the first time
I omor iy

Canadian aul
to the Umx«l Smm. and lht'y had been
transfer

and Customs Enforcement. Their status

ornormmcuhhc i

've seen

Beclnath Py

“There is close day-to-day
cation,” Ryan Harrison, an RCMP staff
sergeant, who headsan integrated border
enforcement team, said on a bitterly cold
February moming as he drove along Bor-
der Road, a gravel lane snaking through
plains that marks the border for several
miles. “These are people we go for dinner
withand attend their retirement parties.”

But Trump’s criticisms have upend-
ed the business-as-usual atmosphere at
the border.

about areac
curateornot,or credibleornoe, lduvae
the luxury not w take it seriously.” Marc

Miller,C said

ppe 1 Pres-
ident Nicolds Maduro have been offered
prol(lcmn across lhc wurid Neariy aghl

Oaiate cod o T +
retum asylum-seekers crossing into each
mhcr‘s'wrﬁnry.mﬁmptunisemn:bvﬂl

inaninterview lastweek.

The direction

Canada’s focus on the border, against the
of Trump’sdomesticcrackdown

on migrants, is why the nine people walk-

ing into Alberta on Feb. 3 raised alarms:

It was musual 10 see a group this targe

y
numb«fwann\mno«almn

Under the Biden administration,
600,000 Venezuelans already living in
lkmmwwdmnmrypmmm

More were able to stay under smaller pm~
The inistration h

eck
ers to lodge their claims and that they

ies
inwhich they arrive, The policy is formally
known as the Safe Third Country Agree-
ment. But the Trump administration’s
depan:non drive and changes w0 asylum
hether the US

is still a safe munny for asylum-seekers,
Canada

Unsafeacts,
dying whispers

PRANATIA S

discussions on the need for in-
. 4 :

a theatre background sent her
“Ifiled a po-

thim, The

mean FIRwasn't nec-

lice comy

him. Hclalcrapo&mﬁcd. bux it
dldnl d th fired. A

A Th

.Ll i

cinema, art, and theatre spaces
haveintensified.

Even before this, in 2017,
when the #MeToo movement
gained momentum, it empow-
cered manywomen fromvarious
sectorsto call out their tormen-

ors.

atic person,”she shares,

In most sexual harassment
cases and even rape cases,
the victim is often further vic-
timised. Many #McToo cases
have shown this—actors lost
work hecausc they spoke out
directors or

of women in mc.r workplaces.
But what happens to these vie-
tims after they speak up:

While PoSH (pu-mlmn of

against i

stars, Many theatre practition-

ers say that women who speak

outabout harassment, women's

rights, and feminism are often
from i

are mandatory in workplaces,
concerns remainabout women
workingininformal sectors ike

discussions and opportunitics
within the theatre community.
“Although the #‘Mc'l‘oo move-

ber, the Kamataka State Wom-
en's Commission directed the
Karnataka Film Chamber of
Commerce to create an inter-
nal complaints committee to
address sexual harassment in
the Kannada film industry.

Howdifferentistheatre from
cinema? Itisanopen secret that
young glrl.s and women are ex-
ploited in theatre spaces. Just
as the casting couch is a reality
in cinema, women in theatre

Iso fs Loirari d

many remain silent out of fear
of victimshaming,"says theatre
practitioner Rajani Garud,

Theatre director Sharanya
Ramprakash shares, “There
is no way to report the kind of
abuse that happens in theatre
spaces, and they remain within
whisper networks"

She emphasises the need for
a body to prevent such cases,
and it must begin with theatres
and troupes du-msdvrs::onsu—

promise to opportunitie:
Theatre, after all, remains a
stepping stone tocinema.
“Exploitation is present in
theatre as much as it is in cin-
ema,” says Vijayamma, senior
puma!m. theatre critic, and
women's rights activist.
There is always resistance
whensuchissuesare;
Even when the women's com-
mission directed the KFCC

ies. mldr‘;gpnnnL

Do theatre troupes have in-
ternal committees? How do
they address these issues? “At
a team level, some troupes ad-
dress these concerns, but they
find it difficult because there
will always be someone who
wouldn’t want this to oceur.
And these may coincidentally
be men who are running these
llu'-mlc n?upa."sa).s I'rmh.»

to form a endless
debates followed, with some
in the industry claiming it was
unnecessaryand boasting about
the “sanctity"and “purity"of the
film Indnslry Il that were true,

guide
lines or, more importantly, a
Strong support system, theatre
troupes struggle to address
theseissues. As Sharanya points
out, cases often remain whis-

important
for women to feel safe. There is
asmall delta of temptation that
can become something else. If
it is not a wilful armangement,
women must have redressal
s)stems within the creative

'“Somc theatre practitioners
suggest forming think tanks to
developredressal mechanisms,

human rights groups, or having
the Karnataka Nataka Academy
stepinto forma committee.
Karnataka's theatre com-
munity is scattered across the
state, including rural and re-

k. Itis i

and a sign of mn(umy—ns
we go forward," says theatre
artiste and senior journalist
Precthi Nagaraj.

Harassment and sexual mis-
conduct take many forms—un-
wanted touching, valgar jokes,
sexual innuendos, and advanc-

and loosely organised groups.
Exploitation can take different
forms—amateur groups invite
directors todirect plays or con-
ductworkshops. Theatrespaces
are intimate, with performers
working closely and rehearsing
for days. Directors also often

T has b by winter. The  ended all p i Vi dans,and  experts and advocates say, and if es. Chitra Venkatraju, a well- travel with the troupe. Given
Jump ber of migr g P f childrenmadeitallthe  most programs will expire in the coming  should conti ding people back known theatre artiste, recalls  these situations, how safe have
the United. thout legal issi more troubl months. The removal of Venezuelans has  the border. an incident from a decade ago  these creative spaces been or
overthe past three years. Canadian authorities said they have d fority in Trump's ds The New York Times whenaprominent filmstarwith - will be going forward?
OUR PAGES £ OF HISTORY OASIS | CHANDER GUPTA
.
S v Theartofarguing
Dhariaasked toresign Dalitvictim of caning dies sole profession where argu- arise when there isaclashof contrary  pathy, Before startinganargument,  the purpose of convincing the other
he basic ool is that of i flicti inis we should first have clarity about the sndc rather than with lhe motive of
New Deihi. March 2 Bangalore, March 2 lawyers. Arguments, by contend-  and different approaches. Arguments  objective, facts, and claims. ‘Raise causing offence. Do not blame
Me. Mohan Dharia, Minister of State A Dalit activist injured in the police ing lawyers,in mccnunmmm-wn generally exacerbate tension and your words, not your voice. We shoukd  the other person if you are unable to
for signed d gl ofthepr i foment bitterness between the speak our mind without appearing  convince. We have to reinforce our
from the Councal of Minesters on the the move 1o review the However, there S, 10 be arguing overtly, arguments rather than force them
advice i 10 de ‘ganised by the Dalir: jud; ng: our Waoefully, there is no ena- Theword ‘argument’hasa  on others.
Mrx Gandhi sent Mr. Dharia a lester this S Samiti died d J guei bling course or curriculum negative connotation. To be Armnnguanmthunecdswbe
moming in which she reportedly said so00m after hospitalisation. The police the social domain with each other: The ed to teach the art Y ive'i id Instead of proving the oth-
that in view of the public campaign by maintained that the reason for the dy icsof i darguments  of for ered ancgative trait inany er person all wrong, the purpose of an
Me. DI: itwould death i The aredifferent from legal arguments. the lay public nor even for person. An argumentative argument should be 1o put across your
beimpraper for him to continue asa deceased activist has been identified All of us are faced with the situa- law students. [t is ironic that person just advances his or viewpoint and perspective successful-
member of the Council of Ministers. She as Nagaraju (35). a resident of Kogilu tions of arguments, some more and even the best of law schools her arguments without both- ly. Arguments are not always a contest
advised him 1o resign immediately. She village near Yelahanka, At least six some less, in our daily lives. Instances  do not impart to their students ering to listen to the other side. An it and wrong, A successful
t0Maha- of between husband and training for developing practical skills  argumentative person becomes more  argument convincingly manages to
rashtra POC chief P. K. Sawang, which, arge and they have been admitted to wifeare rife. We argue with an array oi:uxumg agEes’wihhendmrpemlrefum pressmnsplemmr.hlogmandfm
she said was couched in rude language. various hospitals. of people with whom we have some Aci should venture 10 i Dasemmanunof theart of mgumg
annovance or differences. Arguments wcmwmcwnﬁmcu.lognc.mdun An hould be made with in
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Soggilring the
growth path

GDP figures suggest India is doing well on
growth. Synchronised monetary and fiscal policy
Imcm:miom will help sustain the momentum

ast Friday's GDP numbers were best

summarised by HSBC chief India economist

Pranjul Bhandari in a research note, “a

utiful past, predictable present”, The

D ber quarter bers ended up entirely in line
with analyst estimates of 6.2% despite a 100 and 60
basis point upward revision in 2023-24 and 2022-23
annual numbers of 8.2% (to 9.2%) and 7% (1o 7.6%),
respectively, We will know in May whether the March
quarter numbers meet the assumed 7.6%
required to take 2024-25 GDP growth to the estimated
6.5%.

Analysts expect next year's (2025-26) GDP growth to
be in the ballpark of 6.5%. This is pretty much in line
with India’s potential growth rate. Of course, there are
contingencies such as a normal monsoon and
downsides such as the ongoing US-triggered volatility
in the global economy, both real and financial

Predictions and revisions aside, what's the larger
policy takeaway from the GDP numbers?

Private consumption seems to have done well which
suggests some sort of demand recovery. This is in
keeping with initial evidence of a qualitative recovery
in the labour markets too. Whether this will sustain
and become broad based enough to boost the capex
cycle Is the most important question going forward —

| GRAND STRATEGY |
" i —

One of the reasons why
India and Europe will
grow closer in the days
ahead is because much of
the world they disagreed
about no longer exists

he recently concluded visht
of lhvElrnpenn Commis-
sion President, Ursula von

)

security is. at best. doubtiul and, at
worst, misplaced,

Trump has also infused a growing
sgn‘ndlnau in European minds —

Necessity guides new
India-EU bonhomie

tence of such a partnership. While
Europe s more worred about failing
multilateralism, India Is more con-
cerned lhaul the shrinking srm.'

~— ubout betng sidelined from crucial
great power conversations, which
could have o more uyﬂluu mvnn

Trumplan v:uvkl
Not too long ago, the EUand India
were in some wm located on lht

uulo(lhrgmlmcm
arly between the US and Rus-

sha; and India would feel uncomforta-

e ifindeed China s nvised o be part

2 mmhtn of the
strong Buropean Union
(EU) College of Ce ~to

It Is worth noting that the India-EU
Joint statement mabkes an explicit refer-
ence to Uk

Trndia waas the first such visit 0 a non-
European country since von der
Lryen received the mandate afresh
rnr The visit could potentially
the beginning of a promising

new era in India- relations.
The visit took place against the
backdrop of dramatic gobal develop-
ments and a fast<| ing balance of
power. The arrival of Trump
in the White House, and the pear
complete reversal in American for-
cign policy. has put the 80-year-old
Euro-Atlantic  alliance under
immense and unprecedented stress.
The new US administration has
cloarly stated. and Eumprl\u oqually

for a just and lasting peace in Ukraine
hased on respect for international law,
nciples of the UN Charter, and
terrt ini and sovereigty”
If India’s dilemma during the Joe
Bden wass Lo carcfully
determine the extent of its partner-
ship with the US In the Indo-Pacific
vis-a-vis China and other domains of
security, its primary concern, golng
forward, would be to determine
whether the US has any interest ot all
In those darmains. Put more bluntly,
Indin has every reason to be con-
cerned about the potential decline of
Its global profile in a Trumypan world.
Fu".iumpt.m the other hand, while
its dikemni & ey

and goo
poimnl order in which the hlupr
ans felt the need 1o moral-shame
India and India found itself talking
back. The two sides were hlklngu

diakos

! wemight see

™ " . oy

cach other, But
edly, both sides now find Ihumrlvu
sidelined, providing thereby a reason
1o engage with ench other more
openly, without the constraints of dif-
ficult history and scepticism. One of
the reasons why India and Europe
will grow closer In the days ahead Is
because much of the world they disa-
groad about no longer exists.
Therelore, if the two sides can keep
ashde thelr differences and engage in
a realistic and pur poseful dialogue,
based on common iterests, we might
see the ce of a mugor volee in
the international system. Indis and
Europe might still not agree on their
respective visions for the world order,
but their differences soem to pale ina
world where the very presence of any
oeder is doubtful
A

clearly
won't pay hr!ump -Mmgﬂnl
forward. Europe is on its own, The
Indian side too knows that s ability
1o counton the US for its defence and

the
tration was 1o structure the nature of
the Trans-Atlantic partnership’s
Involvement In world affairs. its
worry today Is about the very exis

ip born out of crids:
India and the EU — both major conse-
mlhlmmm(hwuﬂduqr—

, e booking for new strategic rel-
evance and new strategic partners.

The EU chief’s hyrmumh which

block. Reports indicate that the Furo-

she delivered in a fiu
by INDIA'S WORI.DTN was, in
that sense. aj titled, “The
Conseque Partnership: Reimag-
Ining and realigning EU-Indka thes for
. Von der Leyen told

“This world Is fraught with danger.
But 1 believe this modern version of
great power competition ks an oppor

for Burope and India o refimag-
(ne their partnership".

The two sidkes have finally set a dead-
line — end of 2025 ~ to complete the
ambitious free trade agreement While
& delinitive deadiine s important, it
wont't e ensy 10 meet & ghven the several
hurdies which need to be overcome
bedare the two sides can sign it. Topon
Now Dedhi’s rrvind s the Carbon Border
Adpustment Mechanism (CBAM) fssue
which has been a major stumbling

pear oo
thors to concede 1o Indian demands.
From nerm promotion to security
r On a more peactical note,
the main content of the India-EU rel-
tionship is poised for a sea change in
the years 1o come, fram norm promoe-
thon 10 a security-defence partnership,
In her keynote speech at the event,
von der Leyen announced "that we
are exploring a future Security and
Defence Partnership with Lndia in the
mould of the partnerships we have
with Japan and South Korea™. This
snnouncement is signi licant consid-
ering its potential to transform the
security ordor n the Indo-Pa-
even If the US takes o back seat,

ywiom Jacod teaches Didfa's

forvign policy at INU and is the edisor of
INDIA'S WORLD magazine. The views
expressed are personal

especially because the government push to
msmhvepeﬂkrdmlmtheCmmandismcly
being led out by pop 1 at the
level of states. The revision In tax slabs which fs
expected to add a lakh crore rupees to disposable
incomes should help here, To be sure, some of the
sentiment and income boost from tax slabs changes
could end up being neutralised by the ongoing bear
phase in the equity markets which have seen a
remarkable rise in participation from middle classes
in the recent past. Then there is the concern about
external volatility pitting constraints on RBI's appetite
for monetary easing. which, given the sharp slowdown
in growth between 2023-24 and 2024-25 appears more
Justifiable (and needed) than before.

What does one make of the overall situation? India
has done well so far, Now, economic policy must
preserve the relative comfort of the country being the
world’s fastest growing major economy and boost
funmgmwthltwlllulwmfmnxfnmsrdbﬂaxem
trade deals ( I to take us
lou:umlmdhlghgromhpnmymdlynchmnhad
policy interventions by the fiscal and monetary arms
toachieve this. India has done well on the last under
this government. It is time to ace the other two now.,

NOAA downsizing is
opportunity in crisis

he dismissal of hundreds of researchers and
T I at the US's National Oceanic and
Atrmupherlc Administration (NOAA) should not
shock, given how Donald Trump has championed
climate denialism. So, more than what Trump willdo
next, (hequeslon those in the global community
hic warming should ask
bhowhm o pn-w:n! further unravelling of the
climate consensus and safeguard mitigation efforts,
This, of course, includes insulating climate science
and research from US pullouts and active obstruction.
The NOAA firings can be a test case. The agency's
depleted strength will dent climate monitoring and
research globally. A chunk of ocean data in India's
immediate periphery comes from NOAA, illustrating
the serious implications for the subcontinent. There
could also be the threat of a possible trimming of
NOAA infrastructure — its extensive network of
satellites, ships, and more than 4,000 buoys and floats
complements its skilled staff. With NOAA's annual
budget averaging $6-7 billion between 2015 and 2023,
‘Trump's “cost-cutting” axe could fall on this too.
Almost exclusive reliance on one country — without
accounting for climate saboteurs getting sweeping
powers — has led the world here, The need is to
reimagine collaboration in climate research. New
multilateral arrangements where the burden of action,
Including funding and the responsibility of leadership
are not vested with one country, or just a few, and
instead are more broad-based must be urgently struck.
The non-US West and the large developing economies
must be the counterwelght to Washington, This will
also be an opportunity to reform and rejuvenate the
UN climate framework and the larger UN ecosystem
and it ds genuine multila

Learning from DeepSeek,
honing India’s Al strategy

he first two months of 2025 have
boen eventful i the world of Artfi-
clal ln-lllgmu (AT). In January, the
release of DeepSedk's R1 moded shook
the Al world, Then in Februsary, Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Narendra Modi, along with French
President Emmanud Macron, co-chalred the
Paris Al Action Sumnmit where United States
(US) Vice President Dth«mphﬁnd' 'I:‘we

Al race, Finally, PM Modfs recent visit o the
US saw the hunmd the r:\bmndnd‘lm)sl‘

Indta’s tech platforms, including UPLare fﬂ
erating large volurmes of India s pecific data,
Indian Al ssarmups have not been sble to build
atop these datasces yet. other such dats
sets unigue 1o India remain locked within
silos. |ml| will need 1o find ways t unlock
this for domestic Al startups to bulld upon
Similarly, India's Al R&D ecosystem will
need a mujor boost, During PM Madi's US
visit, & key partnership was announced
between India’s recently launched Anusan-
dhan National Research Foundation (AN'N?l

initiative for US-1 and the US
technologies such as Al lndll nlwm«hlu booul pm-e and publir
What do these imply for

Indin’s quest for Al hkrshlp? The discus-
shon (n India in the aftermuth of the shake-up
caused by DeepSeck has been on ensuring
the of Al chips and

tically, 'w“ml‘km recently manllind Al
Centres of nee, to ralse the likelibood
of truly innovatve Al ﬂenlnpmum {like

atlempts 10 buikd a sovereign Large Lan-
guage Model (LLM). The governiment has
ansounced that India will be devel-
oping its own LLM within the next
few months and that the National
Al Mission has alrendy made over
10,000 GPUs available to startups
and rescarchers. India Al Mission
also put out & cull for proposals to

coming out of Indla,
India mist focus on first putting together
these key bullding blocks 10 achieve tre inno-
vations in AL The outcome, then, of
putting these building bodks in place
could be In the form of s more effl-
clently trained LLM (like DoepSock's
RI) or something clse altogether that
In truly innovative. That will help
India truly command respect in the

Anirudh  ciea Al ee

build foundational Al models, asystem,

including LLMs and Small-Lan- Suri Second. India must put its weight

l"w (SLMs), behind open source nnavation in
hile the quick movement on Al There is a big debate raging glo-

this front is laudable, these are not bally about open source/open

the onlr ~ or even the most important —  welght models versus closed source/closed

action items to prioritise post DeepSeek’s  weight models. Open source LLMs, like

success, Sure enough, has demon-
strated fts ability as a competitor 1o ChmGPT
and others at a much lower training cost
than its American counterparts. This is an
mumu%m\opmcl for a country like
Inddin that chuenplons frugal innovation.
But [t doesn’t mean that the first, or only,
lutal next step for India Is to bulld its own
Dnﬁﬁurhnmmmmhmnhlh-l it
has come up
training an LLM vis-a-vis its US and
mmpmlm Thrbwr training cost Is o result

nlm-nnllrw major Itlnlnpforlnﬂn
tech leaders and policymakers here, First,
India showld peioritise pusting in place all the
bullding blocks necessary to Innovate in Al
For that, phy
India’s Al ecosystem -+ top-tier Al u'iml.
unigue datasets and advanced research and
ent (R&D) - will be critical. India
tier Al tadent that

Indiun-

‘s Kl model. Mistral, and others, are
currently locked in a battle with closed
source LLMs such as ChatGPT.

Many companies, notably France’s Mistral,
the US Meta and now, Ching's DecpSeck. hive
put thelr weight behind open source. India
must also, Open source advantages Indian

startups and rescarchers attempting to com-
mmhl.wmchmimumtnemqr
ters will flrther
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Health too will be a frontier
in the climate-crisis fight

octors at the Gorakdypur All India
D Institute of Medical Sciences

had to be suspended. Residents said early
snowfall suggested ample snow in winter,

(ATIMS) are a worried Jot. The num-  However, the season was unusually warm.
ber of hydroa vacciniforme patients  On January 26, the ture in Dethi was
Is increasing each passing day, This skindis: 239 degrees. Delhi the northern plains

case |s caused by ¢ € L0 Strong sun,
Usually, it Is reported from people living in
the desert where the sun |s harsh all year
round. Gorakhpur Is in the teral (Himaluyan
foothills) of Uttar Pradesh (UP). The signal is
chear, human skin s pm"rﬂwdy unabie to
bear the extreme heat of the sun.

The doctors at AIIMS Gorakhpur have

on foredgn Al systems. India will find common
couse with Europe and other countries in the
Global South on this, as they would similarly
benefit from an open source Al ccosystem.

Third. India must shift its focus much more
1o busilding Al competitiveness for m.nmr:
Bian bl Al

safety rules. At the Paris Al Summit, Vance
cwilddy outhined the US worldview on AL In
the high-stakes competition with China for Al
Iuimhlp.ll simply wants to win. In such a
ly charged global race for Al leadership,
st shift its focus 1o buliding o compet:
ﬂ\:nmm the Al race. This ks not to say that

-origin
talent in Al s udammulv null working in
Silicon Valley. rplexity

Al ay
Arwlnﬁl,mlnrxwili‘wmbd
mmmnmwma«umum
ghven Perplexity Al's keading In the
US. But it makes clear that India will need to
find ways to plug this Al beain drain,
India also neods 10 build o clear strategy to
leverage its data-rich tech ecosystern. While

INDIAMUST PUTITS
WEIGHT BEHIND OPEN
SOURC \
THISWILLHELP T

STARTU I’SC()\II’I II \\lllll
C SOURCEAI'W

"™

pacts on Al safety urbuuln; domestic
it shoubd, but without Josing focus

an bullding national competitiveness in AL
Indion policymabers and tech leaders must
realise thit the US-China rice over Al leadber-
ship will leave us behind if we don't under-
stand the fast-evolving contours of this game,
Europe is also learning this lesson the hard
way. To be relevant In this game, India will

mmmh:hu -paced Al innovation ecosys-
tem. Onlyunnmllmvmrldnwmdlh
notice of India in The Great Al Game.

ly analysed patients’ data for the
days between Apeil and August

found that hﬂwt\'n Apeiland August 2024,

there were 39 days when the d-ymnp-rl

ture crossed 40 dogrees. However, the Al

data show that Gorakhpur and ubulnlm
areas rxrnenmi temperatures above 40
degrees for just six days in 2021 This year's
forecast suggests a record-breaking heat-

wave. Gorakhpur is not an exception in east
ern UP that's reporting extreme conditions.

Skin disorders aren't the only aliments
affecting the population. Vector
cases are also breaking records due to rising
temperatures. Reports suggest a splke in
dengue: 10 2023, there was 4 record number
of Infections. This year, more than five mil-
Yon people visited hospitals due to problems
caused by vector-borne discases,

Recently, Global Climate & Health Al
ance’s executive director Jenny Miller stated
that 40,000 people in India alone suffered
from heat strokes, resulting in the death of
700 people, in 2024, Clearly, the detrimental

of India experience severe cold and fog con-
ditions during this time,

south. Bergaluru had a similar cli-
mate shock, Temperatures touched 35
degrees in February, which s unheard of,
The country’s financial capltal, Mumbal, too
suffered from heat early this year. Tempera-
tures rose 10 38 degrees and warm winds
created discomfort.

The climate crisiy is also affecting the seas
and oceans. Sea levels are rising across the
globe. Glaciers are retreating and the seas
are warming, Some fear that cities such as
Mumbai, Karachi, Dhaka and many more
coastal ummwﬂhunlnw In the com-
u&m shouldn't forget that close to

dmﬂohlmuﬁum lives in places
that are not even five metresabove the high
tide line in coastal areas. If the shuulon

will hlwwrdnulcmwoddbm
the stress of lllgmmdwlnmmm

other than the climate
Whll s the solution mmlspmumywb

Snme ol the steps taken 1w mitigate the
menace have been partially successful. The
dedline (n the water table in UP and Bihar
has been arrested: in many places, It has
been reversed.

We must set ambitious goals and strictly
implement and monitor new schemes and

effects of rising tempe are g

plans. Many have dl

up y-
ing the impact of the climate crisis on
humans at Lancet Countdown have found
that 10 out of the 15 parameters in the study
are showing signs of disturbing distress,
Let me share a personal On

them,
means those who poliute the rivers are tried
under the same legal clauses meant for bod-
ily harm caused 10 humans, We need 1o be
strict while dealing with the factors that

23 last year, I was in the beautiful

Antrudh Surl s managing direcwr, India Inter-
net Pund. @ non-resident scholur at Carnggle
Mol and author of The Groat Tech Game. The
views expressal are personal

Harsil valiey in Utarakhand with my family,
In the afternoon, there was a snowfall, which
lasted for 10 hours. The roads were covered
with u thick layer of fresh snow and traffic

cause damage. Our politi-
clans and civil society leaders must move in
this direction with sincerity and purpose.

Shashi Shekhar is edftor-n-chicf, Mindustan.
The views expressed are personal
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major political controversy is
nfolding across South India
aver the proposed redrawing of Lok
Sabha and Assembly constituendcies,
commonly known as delimitation.
The issue has sparked apprehension,
particularly in southern states, dueto
its potential impact on political rep-
resentation.

Delimitation aims to reshape par-
liamentary scats based on population
figures. While northern states stand
0 gain more seats, southern states
may see minimal changes or even 3
reduction. Tamil Nadu is expected to
be among the most affected.

By 2026, India’s population is pro-
Jected to reach 1.42 billion. Under the
proposed  adjustments, Karnataka's
Lok Sabha seats may increase from 28
10 36, Telangana's from 17 to 20, and
Andhra Pradesh’s from 25 to 28, Ta-
mil Nadu may see a marginal increase

from 39 to 41, while Kerala, with the
slowest population growth, could
lose a seat, dropping from 20 to 19.
Meanwhile, northern states like Uttar
Pradesh could see their scats rise dra-
matically from 80 to 128, and Bihar
from 4010 70.

India has historially experienced
uneven population growth, with dif-
ferent states at varying stages of de-
mographic transition. While porth-
ern states such as Uttar Pradesh,

yuwll\—lsuln; in a likely increase

representation,

The implementation of the 33%
rescrvation for women in the Lok
Sabha and the state assemblies may
further impact scat adjustments, add-
ing another layer of concern for the
southem states.

The Southern India has undergone
a significant demographi shift, with
declining fertility rates. Chief Minis-
ters N Chandrababu Naidu (Andhra
Pradesh) and M K Stalin (Tamil
Nadu) have publicly voiced concerns
over the long-term consequences of
declining bisth rates o palitical rep-

nomhrm states (Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana) and parts of western India
hove Folby il et

The Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) is a key demographic indica-
tor, estimating the average number
of children 3 woman will have during

P popu:
lation control measures, However,
this success now appears to be work-
ing against them in terms of palitical

her reprods years. A TFR of 2.1
dered the repl level,

A BREWING POLITICAL CONTROVERSY

signals a dedlining population. Indias
TFR was recorded &t 201 in 2022,
dipping bdow the replacement level.
In 2015-16, it stood at 2.2, reflect-
ing a gradual decline. According to
the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5), most southem states now
have TFRs well below 2.1, while only
Bibar, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand

the states with larger populations will
gain more parliamentary seats at the
expense of those with lower .
tions. The total number of Lok Sabha
seats may increase from 543 to 753,
with cach constituency representing
approximately 20 lakh !

Despite Unicn  Home Minister
Amit Shah’s assurances that no injus-
tice will be done to southern states,
concerns persist. The Indian Consti-
tution mmd:u ra\odk md}\nl
ment of ¢

still record fertility rates above the re-
placement level. Andhira Pradesh CM
Chandrabsbu Naidu has frequently
cited these figures in his anguments
against the delimitation proposal. Foe
decades, the southern states eamed
praise for successfully implementing
family planning programs through
women's education and sterils

under Articks 82 and 170 to ensure
equal representation based on popu-
lation. However, the southern leaders
argue that the process disproportion-
ately penalises the states that have
successfully controlled  population
growth. With political stakes high
and npmd dupumo deepening,

(> LETTERS

SLBC-type tragedy should not recur
espite relentless operations day and night for almost
a week by all kinds of rescue teams, the eight workers
trapped in Srisailam Left Bank Canal could not be saved
as heavy water, slush and debris slowed down the decp
approach into the collapsed part. The Telangana govern-
memundemcndvuﬂ'ommmedmnbuuommﬂ
CM is 1o visit the accident place to personally assess the
reasons that caused this unfortunate calamity. All kinds of
financial and other assistance from the State and the Cen-
tre are 1o be extended to the bereaved family members.
N S K Prasad, Hyderabad
st

HEqumddemntbcs.BCImmdhlmk«l

bea con-

campaigns, However, this very suc-
cess now threatens to reduce their

meaning the M'uhl;cn remains sta-
be. Any figure below this threshold

" The delimitation could lead to 3
significant shift in political power, as

tentious isswe, p.llmhrly in South
India. The debate is likely to lltcn~

ng. Despite the valiant rescue efforts un-

dertaken by!.he ncy responders, the loss of eight

precious lives is devumm; and this tragic news (Hans

lndndtz 3 -25) has sent shockwaves throughout the State
The unf

sify as the 2026 deadline apy
mlmgluktvﬁnlpoml in Indias
evolving palitical landscape.

G Sminivasa Rao

Entertaining Writ Petitions Under Article 226

Is availability of alternative remedies a bar?

ne of the vexatious
and recurring consti-
tutional issucs is that

of the power of High Courts
under Article 226 of the Con-
stitution (o entertain 2 writ
petition (WP) when an alter-
native remedy is available for
redressal of a grievance. While
Article 226 itself has no inher-
ent limitation in excrcising its
jurisdiction, but overtime a
sclfimposed restraint by the
constitutional courts, obvious-
Iy to prevent overburdening of
the HCs, has led to rejection of
WPs even in some

cases, on the sole ground that
akiermative remedics are avail-

Article 226, as @ was en-
acted  originally, conferred
power upon the HCs to enter-
tain WP for enforcing Funda-
mental Rights (FRs) and other
rights while Artide 32 could
be invoked oaly for enforce-
ment of FRs by the Supreme
Court, the jurisdiction of HCs
was enlarged to entertain WP
to redress wroagful actions
of the executive, including
protection of FRs. While the
egregious 420d Amendment,
inter alia, restricted the power
of HCs under Articke 226 from
entertaining WPs for which
an alternate remedy was avail-
able under any statute or rules,
the Pariament, however, had
wisely restored Article 226 to
its original position vide the

the agylm'd petitioners. It ts
common knowledge that pur-
suit of justice through various
Jevels of appdlate fora is not
only expensive but exceedingly
time-consuming, often result-
ing in justice being delayed.

A study of the apex court
Jjudgements reveals an inter-
esting evolution of law on this
question. In one of the first
<ases afier the commencement
of the Constitution, the Su-
preme Court in Election Com-
mission of India v Saka Ven-
kata Subba Rao (AIR 1953 SC
210) observed that the Consti-
tution makers having provided
for FRs, considered it neces-
sary 1o bestow writ jurisdiction
upon all the High Courts as a
means of providing quick and
inexpensive remedy for the
enforcement of such rights in-
duding the power to isue di-
rections for any other purpose,
placing them on par with the
English courts in this regard,

In K.S. Rashid & Son &ors
vs The Incometax Investiga-
tion Committee (AIR 1954
SC 163), it was held that the
remedy provided for in Arti-
cle 226 of the Constitution is a
discretionary remedy and the
High Court has always the dis-
cretion to refuse 1o grant any
writ if it is satisfied that the ag-
grieved pasty has an alternative
remedy. However, the Consti-
tution Bench in State of Uttar
Pradesh vs. Mohammad Nooh
(AIR 1958 SC 86) repelling the

4dth Amendment. objections of the State of UP -
The SC had on numerous  that the High Court ought not
occasions expounded the iw  have d the writ peti-

relating to the powers of HCs
under Article 226, It is impor-
tant to note the SC' repeated
emphasise that the redressal
by HCs would be a quick and
inexpensive remedy thereby
preventing long ddm and

tion as the respondent therein
had recourse 1o alternate reme-
dies - observed that ordinarily,
the High Court would dedline
to interfere but where the au-
thority acts wholly without ju-
risdiction, or violates the rules

While the High Courts have discretion to
entertain a writ petition, the SC repeatedly
emphasised that merely because an
alternative remedy is available under the
law, that by itself would not be a bar on
adjudication and that no hard and fast rule
could be laid down as regards entertaining
the WPs as it depends on the facts and
circumstances of each case

of natural justice and where
the error, irregularity or dle-
gality touching jurisdiction or
procedure is patent and which
offends the High Court’s sense
of fair play, it may issue the writ
of certiorari to correct the er-

must necessarily be dependent
on material facts which gov-
em the proper exercise of the
discretion vested in the Count,
and as such, it would neither
be possible nor desirable to kay
down inflexible rules which

ror, even if an appeal remedy  should be applied with rigidaty
was available and recourse was in every case which comes up
not had to it or if recourse was  before the Court.

had to it, was a nullity.

In  AV.Venkateshwaran,
Callector of Customs vs Ram-
chand Sobhraj Wadhwa (AIR
1961 SC 1506 ), another Con-
stitution bench held, while ex-
amining the question whether
the High Court should have
rejected the writ petition in
limine because all the statutory
remedies were not exhausted
for redressal of the grievance,
observed that while the HCs
had discretion to entertain a
writ petition, that discretion

In the landmark judgment
on this issuc, in Calcutta Dis-
count Co Ltd vs ITO (41 ITR
191), the Constitution Bench
of the Apex Court held that
the High Courts have power to
issue in a fit case an order pro-
hibiting an authority from act-
ing without jurisdiction where
such ation of the authority
is likely 10 subject a person to
lengthy proceedings and un-
necessary harassment. It was
held that the existence of an al-
ternative nn\«!y i not always

a sufficient reason for refusing
a party quick relief by a writ.
It was further emphasised in
1o uncertain terms that when
the Constitution confers on the
High Courts the power to give
relief, # becomes their duty to
give such relief in fit cases and
that the courts would be failing
in their duty if relief is refused
without adequate reasons.

In Hari Vishoo Kamath
vs. Syed Ahmad Ishaque and
Ors. ( AIR 1955 233) the Apex
Court held that a writ of cer-
tiorari could be Issued to cor-
rect an error of law which must
be manifest on the face of the
record and what is an error ap-
parent on the face of the record
cannot be defined precisely or
exhaustivdy, there being an
ekement of in-definiteness in-
herent in its very nature, and it
must be left to be determined
|udmd!y on the facts of each

ln the case of Whirlpool
oration v Registrar of
Trade Marks (1998 & SCC 1),
the Apex Court, while once
again reiterating that the pow-
er o issue pre; ve writs
under Article 226 of the Con-
stitution is plenary in nature
and not limited by any other
provision of the Constitution,
laid down that an altemative
remedy would not operate as
a bar in at least four contin.
gencies, namely, for the en-
forcement of the Fundamental
Rights , where principles of
natural justice are wiolated,
where an authority acts with-
out jurisdiction and where the
vires of an Act are challenged.
It was further observed that
the decisions to which refer
ence is made above would even
after a considerable passage of
time continue to hold the field
especially in a case where an
authority acts without jurisdic-

Tb( next important conten-
tion ks the issue of maintain-
ability versus entertainability
of the WPs. The Apex Court
in Godrej Sara Lee Lid vs Ex-
cise and Taxation Officer (2023
SCC online 95) observed !hal

of an al

victims, who were trapped
lnlhuum\d had their lives cut short in an untimely
manner. This incident not only leaves their families in
a state of grief but also raises concerns about the safety
measures in place at the tunnel.

Ganti Venkata Sudhir, Secunderabad

Kudos to young mountaineer from TG

THE;m\d success of nine-year old Vihaan Ram hail-
ing from Siddipet in Telangana in his Mount Kiliman-
Jaro expedition tells the story of extensive support given
by his parents and trainer coupled with his grit, fortitude
and determination to achieve the feat u der any circum-
stances. His immense faith after scaling Mount Patalsu
in Manali, Himachal Pradesh, pushed him to achieve the
latest feat which saw him set a record as a young moun-
taineer. This not only sends a strong message but also a
ray of hope to the youth of the country that nothing is
unpmﬂalenmdnﬂmhnhahimyandmuhd

remedy does not operate as an
absolute bar to the “maintain-
ability™ of a writ petition and
that the rule, which requires a
party to pursue the alternative
remedy provided by a statute,
is a rule of policy, conveni.
ence and discretion rather than
a rule of b There is 3 dear
distinction  between  “enter-
tainabity” and “maintain-
ability” The objection as to
“maintainability” goes to the
root of the matter and if such
objection were found to be of
substance, writ petition would
not be maintainable. However,

any difficulties that come in their
K R Srinivasan, Sec

US President roots for survival of fittest

t the end of the unprecedented showdown in the

Oval Office US President Donald Trump light-heart-
edly remarked that ‘this will make good television His
remark was spot on. Zelensky stood firm and did not cave
in to Trump's strong-arm tactics. He held Trump and his
deputy ] D Vance to a draw in the shouting match. Signal-
ing a shift in policy, Trump is siding with Russia and re-
fuses to blame President Viadimir Putin for the invasion
of Ukraine and killing tens of thousands of Ukrainians.
The businessman that he is, Trump tries to gain access 10
the rare carth minerals in Ukraine to recover the military
aid Trump’s stand on the Russia-Ukraine conflict rein-
forces the perception that he stops at nothing and acts to

the question of " bil
ity” being entirdy discretion-
ary, a writ petition despite
being maintainable may not
be entertained by for various
reasons, but dismissal of a writ
petition merely on the ground
that the alternative remedy was
not availed, without examining
whether an exceptional case
has been made out for such en-
tertainment would not be just
and proper.

To sum up, while the High
Courts have discretion 1o en-
tertain a writ petition, the SC
repeatedly  emphasised  that
merely because an alternative
remedy is available under the
law; that by itself would not be
a bar on adjudication and that
no hard and fast rule could be
laid down as regards entertain.
ing the WPs as it depends on
the facts and circumstances of

s,
(Writer is retired Principal
Commissioner of Income Tax)

BORIS SPASSKY: END OF A GREAT ERA

C CHANDRASHEKNAR

HE passing away of Bo-
Spassky Ex-World
Chtu Champion closes the
glorious chapter of chess
history but also it bids adieu
10 memories of bygone era
of tense cold war Spassky
and Fischer names have be-
come synonymous with cold
war since they represented
Soviet Communist bloc and
American lead West group.
These warring groups left
no arena untouched, from
sports to space their rivalry
was more visible in every
field. Even the language of
English made amendments
to accommodate their inter-
ests, while American called
their space travellers ‘Astro-
nauts’ Soviet called them
‘Cosmonauts, such was the
intensity of their rivalry.
Both camps, used Sum-
mer and Winter Olympics
for their political propagan-
da mixing sports with poli-
tics thus killing the spirit of
every game. But tensions of
Cold war reached their pin-
nacle with the famous match
between Boris Spassky of
Russia and American Bobby
Fischer organised at Rey-
kjavik, in lceland in 1972.
Billed as match of the cen-
tury where Fischer thrown

tantrums against match or-
ganisers for favouring Rus-
sian. Even Fischer didn't at-
tend the opening ceremony,
The intervention of Henry
Kissinger, then state Sec-
retary brought him to lee-
land to play against Russian
World Champion.

It was loud-mouthed Fis-
cher against a sober Spassky,
Americans saw Fischer as a
symbol of Capitalism and
liberty and wish him to
break the iron curtain of
Communist sovicts  who
were  dominating  chess
without any challenge.
cher didnt disappoint he
won over Spassky in a great
style. But what attracted
the world was the humil-
ity of then World Cham-
pion Spassky when he lost
the game 6 of the maich,
Spassky stood up and ap-
plauded  his  opponent,
such a gesture was never
witnessed in the history of
World Chess.

This historic scene cap-
tured very efficiently in a
movie ‘pawn sacrifice’ di-
rected by Edward Zwick in
2014. Spassky has not got
such a fame when he defeat-
ed another Soviet Legend
Tiger Petrosian in 1969 to
become the world champi-

Spmkyhd come up inlifein a hard

way at the a;

age of five he survived the

M“‘u o no:l't“d:l"tu:ithHI to
beceme chanpl

with a’st:‘nn(eumwm. The chess world
IIOIIMNSM“ as a loss of gentleness
the game

on, but he became a darling
of the chess fans when he
z‘r:xdully accepted the de-

at in the hands of Fischer
called him a better player
than him much to the disap-
pointment of his camp who

were scarching the mysteri-
ous reasons for his defeat.
Lifelong Boris maintained
his dignity though he fellout
with his Soviet counterpart,
but he never denounced
them publicly but calmly

changed his citizenship to
France but in 2013 he re-
claimed old Russian citizen-
ship without any fuss.

His love for Fischer was
always there. He wrote to
President Bush for clem-
ency for Fischer and also
asked President to arrest
him and put him in same
cell of Fischer so that they
can play chess. At that time
Bush administration  has
issued an arrest warrant
against Fischer for defying
State diktats,

Their love story contin-
ved. Fischer and Spassky
played a rematch in 1992 in
Yugoslavia defying Ameri-
can sanctions, though his
failing health didn't permit
such gruelling battle but
for the sake of his friend
be played. Though Fis-
cher known for his audac-
ity declared their match as
real-world  championship,
but Spassky never boasted
about their match.

Vishwanath Anand called
their match as playing mod-
ern tennis with wooden rac-
quets and many Chess ana-
lysts concurred with Vishy
but Spassky didn't retort
because he was aware of the
reality. Though their match-
es didnt have the qual-

ity of their yesteryears, but
their match brought back
the iconic duel like vintage
cars racing past reliving old
memories of their owners.

Spassky will be remem-
bered for spectacular style
of playing changing strate-
gies to confuse the oppo-
nents, but it is his gentleness
always floored his rivals.
Both Spassky and Fischer
saw the rise of cold war
and its death, though both
ditched their camps proving
that ideologies and camps
can't prison human minds.
Spassky had come up in life
in a hard way at the age of
five he survived the seize of
Leningrad by Germans and
though orphaned it didn't
deter the will to become
champion. His moment of
glory came knocking when
he was crowned as world
champion in 1969.

Spassky with all his grace
will be remembered as chess
genius who stood for his
own values with a strong
conviction. Hence, entire
chess world mourns  his
death as a loss of gentleness
of the game. But Legends
like Spassky never die but
they remain in the hearts of
the people forever till chess
is alive.

hasten th ion of a “survival of the strongest” world.
G David Milton, Maruthancode, TN
e

HE US President Donald Trump was literally bully-
ing Ukraine President Zelenskyy at the Oval office in
White House. The USA is going to find some country,
say China; to hit it below the belt for all it is doing to the
world of late. Zdemkyywaﬂadlowmdﬂhucm
try’s wealth to the US. This so-called superpower has
been at this business all through its history. Byspcudhg
word that Russia is on an expansionist spree, the USA and
the European countries brought NATO membership into
the picture and talked Ukraine into the ‘deal’ which ulti-
mately led to the Russian aggression on Ukraine, much to
the glee of arms cartels.
Govardhana Myneadu, Vijayawada
e

HE US-Ukraine Presidents spat on TV shocked the
world. It seems that US wants to better its relations
with Russia, and also wants Ukraine to supply minerals as
a payback of the US war aid of $119 billion. While the US
is becoming dearer to Russia in this showdown, Europe
is rallying behind Ukraine signalling a paradigm shift in

the geopolitics of nations.
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

e

HE recent standoff between Presidents Trump and
Zelenskyy is a cause for concern regarding the future
of US nﬁn.noe to Ukrllnt ‘While Kyiv battles Russian
1 fi American support
bewnnmphk. Will Europe step in to fill the gap, or will
Ukraine’s opposition collapse without strong US support?
Will Europe step in to fill l.hep&nkﬁ byutoumhl us
withdrawal? The stakes are higher than for Ukraine alone,
posing a threat to global democratic stability.
Anshy Bharti, Bqnarli. Bihar

thehansreader@gmail.com
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New home owners deprived
of Gruha Jyothi Scheme

BENGALURU: The Karnataka governments ‘Gruha
Jyoti" scheme, which provides free electricity up to 200
units for every household, is not benefiting those who
have recently constructed their homes or changed rental

properties.

The scheme was implemented on July 1,2023, based on
the average dlectricity units consumed during the fiscal
year 2022-23, Customers began receiving benefits from
August 1, 2023. However, because the average electric-
ity consumption was not npdakdaﬁulhesdmnewu
launched, new
are missing out on full bcnd'm 1t has been nearly a year
since the scheme was introduced, and Energy Minister
K.J. George had announced that the average electricity
consumption would be revised after one year. Despite
this, no updates have been made so far.

New customers, lacking a ‘usage history! are being al-
lotted a maximum of 58 units as free dlectricity—based
on the average units consumed by all state customers—
despite many using within the 200-unit limit.
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A clash of diplomacy and dignity

A dramatic Oval Office face-off between Trump and Zelensky,

marked by sharp exchanges, underscores global political instability

n a high-stakes meeting that captured global attention, President Donald Trump and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky clashed in a dramatic showdown at the White
House. What began as cordial greetings quickly spiraled into an explosive exchange,
leaving Zelensky visibly humiliated on the world stage—even as his defiant stance eamed
him renewed backing from European leaders. The encounter marked the first in-person
meeting between Trump and Zelensky since Trump's return to power in January. Early
on, smiles and handshakes gave way to heated words as US Vice President JD Vance
pushed for a diplomatic resolution to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. Vance's remarks
underscored a fundamental point: the need for serious diplomacy to end the war, while
also implicitly contrasting Trump’s previous approach with that of past administrations.
However, as the dialogue unfolded, Zelensky’s pointed references to the long history of
inaction—citing the annexation of Crimea and subsequent military struggles—sparked
> w - a vehement rebuttal. In a sequence of rapid-fire
EVE VIS exchanges, Trump dismissed Zelensky's critiques and
reminded him of the overwhelming military support
provided by the United States, arguing that without this
aid, Ukraine's resistance could have crumbled in days.
Daspits the abraswe tone and wmt many saw as a
public humil Zelensky's during the
meeting resonated far beyond the confines of the Oval
Office. While Trump's unconventional style and bom-
bastic rhetoric further alienated many European pol-
icymakers, Zelensky's defiant posture emerged as a
symbol of umwavering national resolve. European lead-
ers, long critical of Trump's erratic diplomacy, viewed
the exchange as evidence that Ukraine needed to assert its own dignity in the face of
American grandstanding. Moreover, Trump’s harsh social media post demanding Zelensky
“come back when he is ready for peace”—served not only as a dramatic moment of
political theatre but also as a catalyst for European unity in support of Ukraine. Zelensky's
refusal to be cowed sends a powerful message to both his domestic audience and inter-
national supporters. The Zelensky US visit might strengthen Ukraine's negotiating posi-
tion and ensure a more coordinated effort to counter Russian advances. Trump’s return
to a more unpredictable form of diplomacy has underscored deep-seated divisions with-
in the international community. His blunt dismissals and confrontational tactics risk under-
mining the credibility of traditional US diplomatic channels, potentially destabilising long-
established alliances. In contrast, Europe’s reaction suggests a pivot towards a more
measured, collective response that prioritises multilateral engagement over unilateral pos-
turing. This divergence could reshape how glabal conflicts are addressed in the future,
signaling a shift away from “big talk” and towards pragmatic, alliance-based strategies.
The Oval Office showdown will likely be remembered as a defining moment in the ongo-
ing Ukraine war and in the evolution of American foreign policy.

A new era for rural revival

and 1nclusive growth

With a sharp focus on strengthening infrastructure and boosting holistic rural
development, the UP budget underscores a visionary and inclusive agenda

he Budget presented
by the BJP's double-
engine government
in Uttar Pradesh will
go a long way in
strengthening infrastructure
and further boosting the holis-
tic development of rural areas.
The state government’s mam-
moth budget of Rs 808,736
crore for the all-round develop-
ment of the state reflects the
inclusive and visionary
approach of the government,
taking full care of the poor, dis-
advantaged, youth, women
empowerment and Annadatas.
This budget is 9.8 per cent high-
er than last year’s, indicating the
government's pro-development
agenda. Under the Prime
Minister's vision of a developed
India, special emphasis has
been placed on rural areas.
The mainstay of the economy of
the state is l?w rural sector and
the government has been con-
tinuously working towards
ensuring that the benefits of the
schemes reach the deprived
sections of the society.
Believing in the credo of self-
reliance, the government has
been focusing on mmlrmg the
development arcs of villages to
make them self-reliant as they
will play an important role in
creating a strong Uttar Pradesh.
While over 96 lakh rural fam-
ilies have benefitted under the
State Rural Livelihood Mission
(UPSRLM), on the other hand,
financial transactions worth Rs
31,103 crore have been facilitat-
ed through 39,556 Bankin,
Correspondent Sakhis. Until
now, more than two lakh
women have become “Lakhpati
Didi" helping them become
self-reliant. Uttar Pradesh is also
the first state in the country to
gununu‘t concrete houses to
the poor.
Fulfilling Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's vision of

‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas) the
state government has already
constructed more than 3.6 mil-
lion houses in resolution.
Providing further impetus to
the cause, a provision of Rs
4,882 crore has been made in
the Budget for the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Rural).
Also, an amount of Rs 1,200
crore has been proposed under
the Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana

(Rural). While the Prime
Minister’s empathetic leader-
ship has ensured a roof over
the heads of the poor, the
state’s economy has also been
flourishing.
The government's efforts
have ensured the economic
gruw(h rate of the state has
een recorded at 11.6 per
cent, which is higher than
the national GDP growth of
9.6 per cent. Once consid-
ered a ‘BIMARL’ state, the
estimated gross domestic
roduct (GSDP) of the state
as now risen to Rs 27.51
lakh crore, doubling from
2017-18. In line with this
momentum, Uttar Pradesh’s
economy is expected to reach
Rs 30 lakh crore in the next
fiscal, which will significant-
ly contribute towards making
the state a $1 trillion econo-

my.
A?nng with the ramping up
of infrastructure, Uttar
Pradesh is now witnessing a
revolution in the transporta-
tion sector.

The North-South Corridor
Plan will be implemented
keeping in view road con-
nectivity and highway
expansion. Under this, Rs
200 crore has been provided
for the widening and con-
struction of roads. A budget
of Rs 2,900 crore has been
proposed for the widening of
roads. Also, a provision of Rs
1,450 crore has been made

for the construction of
bridges and railway over-
bridges to ease traffic conges-
tion. The incredible growth
has taken into account the
need to further bolster youth
empowerment and job cre-
ation. A budget of Rs 1,000
crore has been allocated
under the Chief Minister's

THE STATE Youth Entreprencur
Development  Scheme.
GOVERNMENT  Under the Swami
Vivekananda Yuva
HAS ALREADY Sashaktikaran Yojana, 49.86
CONSTRUCTED {2, uied v pro-
MORE THAN 3.6 mote smn}r‘l cduca(l:onb

Free coaching is also bein,

MILLION HOUSES provided l§ the yout
IN RESOLUTION. through the Abhyudaya
° Yojana. Renewable energy
PROVIDING and artificial intelligence
have been given special
FURTHER IMPETUS emphasis luB cnsuu? that
youngsters do not fall
10 THE chind. While the Artificial
CAUSE, A Intelligence City will be set
PROVISION OF updm Ludlmuw; plans 5«5;

underway to set up a

RS 4,882 CRORE MW solar power plant which
will entail a cost of Rs 2,500
HAS BEEN MADE crore. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi places spe-

IN THE BUDGET cial emphasis on ensurin,
FOR THE the wellbeing of farmers am§
wants to ensure they do not

PRADHAN MANTRI  fall behind in these changi

times. In line with this,
AWAS YOJANA Annadatas have been placed
(RURAL) at the top of the Fnomy list

in lh(’ mission of “hlc\'lﬂ

the goal of “Viksit Bharat,

KESHAV PRASAD
MAURY;

Under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana, Rs 79,500 crore have
been distributed to farmers
while Rs 496 crore have also
been disbursed under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana. The state’s sugar-
cane production capacity has
also increased from 72
tonnes to 85 tonnes per
hectare, boosting the income
levels of farmers.
The recently presented
Budget will not only take the
development of the state to
new heights but will also
transform rural India. From
roads to digital infrastruc-
ture, farmers to industry,
and women empowerment
to a bright future for the
youth, this Budget has been
able to ensure that the needs
of every section of society are
taken care of.
With the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana and schemes
aimed at boosting the rural
economy and infrastructure,
Uttar Pradesh is rapidly
moving towards fulfilling
the dream of a self-reliant
India. | am confident that
this Budget will realise the
vision of ‘growth and
progress' of UP and propel
the state towards the exalted
status of the most devel-
oped state in the country.
(The writer is Deputy Chief
Minister of UP; views
are persunul)

A tarmer prepares an agricubural land for paddy cultivaton, in Nadia

Breakthrough ‘Bedi cooling turban’

a glimmer of hope for brain stroke

GYAN

LETTERS LR C TG

FINDING FUNDS FOR FREEBIES

Madam — Apropos of the article ‘Fmdm&
maney for freebies: BJP faces an uphill task’
(March 1), the statistical amlgsh and
approach towards the funding of freebies
is very realistic and compels the new BJP
government to salvage the ecanomy of the
Capital, It is really challenging 1o mobilise

This innovative device selectively cools the brain—bypassing the complications of
whole-body hypothermia—and comes in handy in the treatment of brain stroke

tthe recently conclud-
Acd 71st  Annual

Conference of the
Indian Association of
Cardiovascular and Thoracic
Sciences, Dr Harinder Singh
Bedi, Director of
Cardiovascular and Thoracic
Sciences at Park Grecian
Hospital in Mohali, present-
ed a groundbreaking tech-
nique designed to protect the
brain from oxygen depriva-
tion during surgery.
Nicknamed the “Bedi
Cooling Turban,” this innov-
ative method is a trailblazer in
mare ways than one.
Itis well known that loweri
the temperature of an inj
organ can help reduce dam-
age. However, the brain pre-
sents a unique challenge
because whole-body cooling
introduces its own set of
complications, and in brain
surgery, only the brain needs
10 be cooled. Even a brief peri-
od of oxygen deprivation can
result in devastating conse-
quences, such as a massive
stroke.
Dr Bedi conceived the idea
during intensive brainstorm-
ing sessions and set out to
cool only the brain. Drawing
on his vast experience, he
designed a unique cooling

turban made of plastic tubes
arranged in a coil. Once the
patient is anesthetised, the
device is placed around the
head and cold, sterile water is
pumped through the coils
using a specialised machine,
cooling the brain while leav-
ing the rest of the body unaf-
fected.

To date, this device has been
successfully used in 48 cases
to repair blockages in brain
arteries, preserving brain
function throughout.

Dr Bedi refined his surgical
skills in advanced cardiovas-
cular techniques at Escorts
Heart Institute and St Vincent

|

|

Hospital in Sydney, where he
managed cases using whole-
body cooling (hypothermia)
to preserve organ function. At
the conference, the technique
received an enthusiastic
response from 1,700 nation-
al and international expert
delegates.

Dr Rajneesh Malhotra,
Cardiac Director at Max
Hospitals, expressed particu-
lar enthusiasm, suggesting
that the techni, hcnpplu:g
to more clinical cases to fur-
ther safeguard patients’ brain
function. He noted that inno-
vations like this empower
Indian surgeons to tackle

cases that might otherwise
seem hopeless.

Dr Bedi confirmed that he
plans to Tmm the technique
and publish his findings so
that it can be adopted world-
wide to benefit similar cases.
In conclusion, Dr Harinder
Singh Bedi's innovative
“Cooling Turban” technique
represents a significant
advancement in brain-protec-
tive strategies during cardio-
vascular and thoracic surg-
eries. By focusing cooling
efforts solely on %)Mln,lhls
breakthrough minimises the
risks associated with whole-
body hypothermia and opens
new avenues for treating oxy-
gen deprivation during
surgery.

With successful application in
48 cases and enthusiastic
endorsement from leading
experts, this pioneering
approach underscores the
ingenuity of Indian medical
innovation, Dr Bedis com-

the whopping revenue of Rs
20,100 crores on the promised direct cash
transfer of Rs 2500 per month to women,
Rs 3150 crores on cash assistance to the

is with reference to the editorial

nature. Good ce gets serio
undcrmmcd whenw';':rn mnansmcc. cnun:’l’-'
nals, gan, , or mafia dons become the
political bosses of bureaucrats and sub-
vert the system to serve their interests. In
2005 the Supreme Court ruled that a sit-
nng MP or MLA will be disqualified from
ing the election if convicted and
to imprisonment for two years
or more by a court of law.
par-

The growin of political

ties ﬂrm power and

electability must be stopped. It is high

umc alf vsaliﬂal parties came together
joped a consensus on ltzeping

crl_r‘m:lds some with serious chal

pregnant women, Rs 2500 crores on LPG “Lawbreakers as Lawmakers” It is time
cylinder subsidy, and Rs 30000 crores on 1o eradicate the influence of criminal-
education. Central funding of Rs 55000 {m Indian politics. The rising number
crore is imperative. These figures are elected representatives with criminal
staggering and more than half the revenue  backgrounds in Parliament and State
expenditure bud, n?“ ofthe Delhistate gov-  Assemblies is a matter of concern
emment. Many he beneficiaries may not In all law- nbtdmgand right- nunded cit-
be deserving needy of the freebies, but trend is

it can't hcdubulcd now and one section of andhumdﬂybunwmglmoﬂwﬂuls
people is pumdmirm)unn fortheath-  of democratic polity alon@ with the
ers. Since it is a d growing P g

the central funding is a cmalntv

However, the other state governments will
expect the same level of funding from the
Union government. However, the local
municipal corporations must be asked for
self-reliance and mobilise their own
resources, lhcrc should bc scpar.m:

Dwarka, Rohini and East Delhi. bulu-r
arrangements of rate MCDs for North,
South and East Delhi were doing well and
should be restored. The Delhi government
should raise circle rates and stamp duties
for properties as the market values have
risen phenomenally. Liquor shops should
be under government control without any
licenses to private vendors and more
taxes should be imposed on liquor con-
nump(mn New mandis, commercial, and

mer head was entangled in so many con-
troversies due to her own financial favours
along with her husband’s investment-
related vested interest.

The Buch couple controversy was high-
lighted b J, Hindenburg Research, which
accused the couple of misusing their gov-
ernance power lnr self-interest. Her harsh
and unprofessional approach to handling
the SEBI key staff, mishandling of her reg-
ulatory position, and controversial connec-
tions with the Adani grouping make SEBI
a body not so trustworthy. Despite all her
flaws, it was shocking that she held her
position for the entire duration of three
years. The new ntment of Tuhin
Kanta, an Odisha cadre IAS officer, brings
a ray of hope for the security market reg-

mitment to p g and lexes should be construct-  ulation body. We hope that Tuhin will
sharin, hls nndm pmmls ed for raising nddmonal resources. secure public confidence once again and
estoinl Vinod Johri | Delhi e will improve the SEBI free from all mate-
practices, ulumw:l) uvmg rialistic controversies. SEBI deserves fair-
countless lives and setting a | SEBI GETS NEW CHAIRMAN ness and transparency so that security mar-

new standard in patient care

with excellence.
(The author is a colummist;
views are personal)

Madam— Tuhin Kanta Pandey, the former

Finance and Revenue Secretary, was
ted as the new chairman of the SEBL

The new appointment is crucial as the for-

ket investors gain confidence in the work-
ing of the market and gmw their invest-

ment with m.u‘ka evan
nguwan | Kanpur

L mur
grave cormptmn “and crime

women- oul of the s!s
Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

US-UKRAINE TALKS FAIL
Madam — The abrupt failure of US-
Ukraine talks underscores a troubling low
in American diplomacy. Trumps insistence
on securing indefinite rights to Ukraine’s
rare minerals in exchange for past
aid—while rejecting Imlt:nsaa‘l request for
security guarantees—was a blatant betray-
al of trust. The talks’ undiplomatic nature,
with raised voices, Trump walki nu1 .md
Zelensky skipping lunch, further d:
relations,
This shift signals that US commitments are
now transactional, undermining credibil-
ity and emboldening adversaries like
Russia, Such treatment of a war-torn ally
weakens global trust in the US, proving that
administration changes do not necessari-
ly maintain the nation'’s moral or strategic
responsibilities or commitments. The fall-
out from this episode will have lasting con-
sequences on international alliances and
geopolitical stability.

Gopalaswamy | | Chennai

ngnmsl
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Is Forest

Rights Act

DEALING WITH
EXAM ANXIETY

Embracing positive thinking, smart study habits
and relaxation can make exams a breeze

SAKSHI SETHI
'xaminations are integral to the educational system and are designed
10 assess students’ knowledge, understanding and skills. However,
for many students, exams are a source of significant anxiety, lead-
ing to stress, reduced performance, and even physical or emotional dis-
tress. Overcoming exam anxiety requires a combination of psycholog-
ical strategies, effective study techniques, and a supportive environment.
By adopting a proactive approach, students can fransform their exam
experiences from overwhelming to manageable.
There is no denying that exam anxiety is real, but so is one's resifience.
The anxiety can stem from various factors, including fear of failure, high
expectations from parents or teachers, past negative experiences, or nad-
equate i of exam arwiety range from nes
restiessness and even difficuly concentrating to physical manifestations
such as headaches, nausea and rapid heartbeat. Recognising these symp-
toms is the first step in overcoming exam-refated stress. Dealing with
exam stress can be a heavy load and can often make an individual feel
fonely. A crucial aspect of managing exam arwiety is cultivating a pos-
itive attitude toward examinations. Students need fo view exams as oppor-
funities to demonstrate their leaming rather than threats to their seif-worth.
A growth mindset can improve only through effort and practice and can
significantly reduce anxiety. Use of positive affirmations such as I am
prepared” or “I can handle this challenge” can boost confidence.
Additionally, normalising mistakes and failures as part of the leaming
process can help students the fear of One
of the primary reasons for exam anxiety is inadequate preparation.
Implementing effective study sirategies can enhance confidence and per-
Creating a well study schedule can help prevent

last-minute cramming and ensure thorough coverage of subjects.
. =

learning techniques, such as summarisation, mind mapping and teach-
ing concepts to peers can also help retain information better. Practicing
with past exam papers and taking mock tests can familiarise students
with the exam pattemn, reducing inty and ner Relaxation
iques can signi educe and improve focus.
Deep breathing exercises, mindfulness meditation, and progressive mus-
cle refaxation can hedp calm the mind before and during exams. Engaging
selves in physical activities such as yoga, stretching, or even a short
walk can release tension and improve concentration. Ensuring adequate
sleep, maintaining a batanced diet, and staying hydrated contribute to
overal wellbeing, making students more resilient to stress. A support-
ive environment at home and school plays a vital role in alleviating exam
anxiety. In today's competitive environment, it becomes important for
parents to their chik ise them with unre-
alistic expectations. Study groups and discussions with peers can pro-
vide moral support and motivation, making exam preparation a less iso-
lating experience.
What plays the most vital role is on the day of the exam, where students,
by following simple yet effective strategies, can stay caim and focused.
Folowing strategies such as arriving early, taking deep breaths, and engag-
ing in light stretching before entering the examination hall can help reduce
ner ing time ively by allocating specific minutes
1o each question can help prevent panic. If anxiety arises during the exam,
taking a few moments fo pause, taking deep breaths, and refocusing
can help prevent stress from escalating. Exam arvdety is a common chal-
lenge faced by students, but it can be effectively manaped through seff-
awareness, positive thinking, strategic preparation, relaxation techniques,
and a supportive environment. Ultimately, overcoming exam anety is
not just about securing good grades but also about developing resilience
and lifelong learning skills.
(The wniter is an educator; views are personal)

driving deforestation?

Despite its noble intent to secure the livelihoods of tribals, the Forest Rights Act has
inadvertently opened the door to rampant deforestation and widespread encroachment

he law has been enacted to
confer rights over the use of for-
est lands by individual tribal or
forest dwellers under their occu-
ation on the prescribed cutoff
date. Bcsiscs the individual rights, there
is also provision for community rights over
certain forests for benefits of collection of
usufructs like beedi leaves, minor forest
produces, grazing, fishing etc. and rights
can also be conferred to the communities
for sustainable management of forest
resources.
But the rights can be granted only when
they are in actual possession of the forest
land or have been enjoying the usufructs
or sustainably managing the forest
resources on or before 13-12-2005 for trib-
al and three generations (75 years) before
this date for other traditional forest
dwellers (OTFDs). Despite opposition
from foresters, conservationists and envi-
ronmentalists the law was enacted by the
UPA government supported by left parties
in 2005. This was followed by notifying the
rules and the implementation from
January 1, 2008.
Dipak Sarmah who succeeded me as the
head of Karnataka Forest Department on
my superannuation has observed on page
154 of his book titled, ‘Forests Of
Karnataka - Why And How Of Where
They Are! “Most of the benefits that had
accrued in the forests since the 1980s by
way of forest consolidation due to imple-
mentation of Forest (Conservation) Act
pear to have been nullified as a result of
the implementation of the Forest Rights
Act. The ominous signs of fragmentation
and loss of forests are already discernible
in a number of states as evident from the
biennial India State of Forest Reports pub-
lished by the Forest Survey of India,
Dehradun.,
A clearer picture will emerge in about a
decade or so, by which time we would
come to realise the true impact of the
Forest Rights Act on our forests. But it may
be then too late to retrieve the losses.
Foresters alone cannot prevent the unau-
thorised removal of trees and the destruc-
tion of forests. Villagers set fire to burn the
wood and gmb the land. Forests are per-
petually subjected to encroachments with
the support of local leaders. Even if police
presence is ensured and the community's
resistance is bulldozed while removing
encroachments, the problem resurfaces
and lands are again grabbed. Political lead-
ers question the removal of cultivation
when land is devoid of tree growth. Fresh
plantations are damaged and the forest area
is re-encroached. Practically all encroach-
ments till 25th October 1980, when the
Forest (Conservation) Act came into
operation were already regularised by the
Union Government.
The Act was operational from 2008 with
the new cutoff date of 13-12-2005. It was
only the vote bank; the OTFDs were
brought in to benefit from the legislation
though their encroachments till 25th
(kmﬁcr 1980 were regularised. It can be
understood that OTFDs cannot have
more than a generation-old encroachment
on the new cutoff date, yet a floodgate of
forest destruction was opened for them.
Without having any consideration for the
ecological security of the country, OTFDs
went on a rampage, cleared the fresh tree
growth, occupied lands and daimed rights.
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the nodal
agency for implementation took up sev-
eral reviews to monitor the progress of the

states, further diluting the provi-
sions in 2012 to ignore the only
scientific evidence of satellite
imagery interpretation among the
evidence to be relied on in sup

of the daim. The claims of the
tribal community, who had only
to prove the occupation as of
December 2005 were easily
acceptable initially, but that too is

FOREST AREAS now two decades ld. Lot esning
GIVEN FOR THE  caces of individual torest rights

SUSTA]NABLE (IFR), community forest rights

(CFR) and rights to manage the

MANAGEMENT ' forest resources sustainably.

OF GRAM This has accelerated the deforesta-

tion. IFRs have already been

SABHAS granted to 2.2 million tribal and

OTFDs, covering nearly 5 million

HAVE BEEN | ha of forest land. Several activists
have written articles in newspa-
DEVASTATED. pers and magazines showing a sat-

DEGRADED AND isfactory performance over the

grant of IFRs and suggesting the

FRAGMENTED. states focus their attention on
THERE ARE CFRs and grant of forest rights for

sustainable management to avail

PATCHES OF :‘};cslpwvismns that have been

ected by the states so far. The

BAMBOQQ estimates of the activists su{ggcs(

that 30 million hectare forest
FORESTS IN lands comprising more than 40

MEDHA Ezr cent of the total forest area can

granted for CFRs and sustain-

LR A o g s i
SABHA WHERE ' don. it has the potential to secure
ALL BAMBOO the rights and livelihood of 200

million pcos)h: including 90 mil-

CLUMPS WERE lio'n tribal. Local press Ln
CLEARED IN ONE 51 sven s scves f s
STROKE IN 2012 have been occupied in 2022-23

and claims over four lakh acres for
tribal were approved in Telangana
before the 2023 Assembly election.
State machineries have accepted
the claims overlooking the reports
of the concerned divisional forest
officer. ] Ramesh, Nature Friends

Environmental Development
Society, Hyderabad, accused the
state of pressurising officials for
recognition of rights to ineligible
individuals resulting in large-
scale deforestation leading to the
scam of unprecedented propor-
tion.

There are reports from
Rampachodavaram Forests divi-
sion, Rajamundri (AP) that trib-
al department officials are grant-
ing rights in Papikonda National
Park for money. A retired IFS M
Padamanaba Reddy has filed a PIL
for the scam. In February 2019,
just before the Lok Sabha polls,
states moved the Supreme Court
to review its order of eviction of
rejected IFR claims and allow
them to re-verify. The court
accepted it, but so far the states
have not concluded and continue
to accept the fresh claims. What
signal does it send down the
line?

The Act has provided unlimited
time for filing claims and defor-
estation and bringing the land
under plough can continue. No
one has any concern about the
ecological security of the country.
It is to be understood that all
rejected claimants are in occupa-
tion of the forest land, where they
have already been successful in
deforesting and clearing the area.
More rejected claims are encour-
aagfd, and more deforestation
takes place.

The only place where the CFRs
and rights to manage the forests
sustainably have been granted is
the Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra. Section 3-1 (i) of
FRA 2006 is relevant here, where
rights can be granted to villages of
Gram Sabha who have the expe-
rience of managing the area sus-
tainably. Further the requirement
of Section 4 (3) of the Act is also

8 K SINGH

essential for the grant of rights i.e.
they should have the resource as
on 13-12-2005 for tribal and 75
years before this date for OTFDs.
Management rights have been
granted in many Gram Sabhas of
Gadchiroli overlooking both the
provisions,
Activists are taking this example
all over the country and pressing
for a repeat of this. This has been
frequently quoted example in
articles and papers. What these
authors have been hiding is the
destruction of forests. Forest areas
given for the sustainable manage-
ment of Gram Sabhas have been
devastated, degraded and frag-
mented.
There are patches of bamboo
forests in Medha Lekha Gram
Sabha where all bamboo clumps
were deared in one stroke in 2012,
Forest officers were physically
prevented from entering the area.
Bamboo has not responded well
to the clear feeling. The fresh
regeneration is bushy and does
not yield any usable bamboo
culm. It yielded certain culms
every four years when it was
managed by the Forest
Department.
The management of Medha Lekha
Gram Sabha has not been sustain-
able and the area has not yielded
culms in 2016, 2020 and 2024.
Taking a cue from Madha Lekha,
other Gram Sabhas have also
started clear felling and over-
exploitation of the resource.
Further, the revenue realised from
the sale proceeds has not been
ploughed back for fresh regener-
ation activities and the manage-
ment has become completely
unsustainable.
(The writer is Retired Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Head of Forest Force, Karnataka;
views are personal)

The integral role of phygital in shaping India’s rural economy

The emerging phygital model—merging the tangible strengths of traditional systems with the efficiency of digital innovation—is redefining growth

ith over 1.4 billion
W}nhabilams. India’s
economic landscape

has evolved dramatically in
recent years. Yet, while urban
centres boom, the nation’s
rural heartland—home to
around 908.8 million people as
of 2022—continues to play a
pivotal role in shaping the
country’s potential. Although
initiatives like Digital India
have ushered the country into
a digital era with 806 million
active internet users by
February 2025, technology
alone cannot resolve deep-
seated infrastructural chal-
lenges. This is where the phy-
gital model—a fusion of| pgrys-
ical and digital elements-steps
in to bridge the divide and
ensure balanced growth.

A New Era: The Phygital

SAMEER MATHUR

Phygital combines the tangible
btl’)vglﬁ(s of traditional ?v’\ﬁns
with the efficiency of digital
technology, creating a hybrid
framework that enhances
accessibility, cmPow:rs local
businesses, and fosters inclu-
sive growth. In rural regions,
where infrastructural deficits
and resource limitations per-
sist, ital strategies are not
abolrlh )Eplacing %‘:bﬁshtd

methods but rather integrati
them with modern djj i:ﬁ
solutions. This approach is

roving transformative across
Ec)’ sectors such as banking,

nience with physical touch-
points.

Systems like Aadhaar-enabled
Payment Systems (AePS),
micro-ATMs, and local bank-

commerce, :Encuhnm: health-  ing carrespondents empower
care, and public services. rural residents to conduct
Driving Financial Inclusion  transactions, access credit, and
For years, traditional banking  secure subsidies without the

Is have struggled to serve  need for continuous internet
Indias vast rural expanses. connectivity. In many villages,
High operational costs, chal- C Service Points

lenging geography, and low
financial literacy have ham-
red efforts to bring modern
nancial services to remote
communities.
While FinTech has broadened
access through digital banking,
a fully digital approach can
alienate those who lack famil-
iarity with smartphones or
online transactions. The phy-
gital model addresses lim
gaps by merging digital conve-

(CSPs) provide essential in-
person support, guiding users
as they gradually transition to
digital financial solutions.
Furthermore, partnerships
between FinTech companies
and local kirana stores or post
offices have effectively trans-
formed these outlets into mini
banking hubs.

This integration allows peoj

o wilhdr:gw cash, pay th; ::
transfer money within their

locality, bypassing the need to
travel long distances to bank
branches and operating
beyond standard banking
hours. The result is a signifi-
cant leap forward in achieving
comy sive financial inclu-
sion.
Reinvigorating
Commerce
E-commerce has revolu-
tionised urban shopping by
altering customer habits and
payment methods, but rural

Rural

consumers still rely heavily on
cash transactions. A com-
Fk-u:ly digital model often
ails to resonate with these
communities. Instead, the phy-
gital model has emerged as an
effective alternative by com-
bining the reach of online
latforms with the trust of
ocal, physical commerce.
Local kirana stores are increas-
ingly functioning as pick-up
points for online orders, ensur-
ing that digital transactions are
accessible even to those with-
out digital payment capabili-
ties.
ﬁxsisu:d conm)c:f;ﬁosksﬁg\-'
eT support rur; TS
hdpingmm browse pet'c;ducts.
place orders, and make pay-
ments-often in cash-thereby
bridging the gap between dig-
ixaldg;a: onng?}ld uadiliot?‘nl

retail.

Agriculture remains the back-
bone of Indias rural economy,
providing livelihoods for more
than 42 per cent of the popu-
lation and contributing around
182 per cent to the nations
GDP. However, farmers have
Ionﬁ contended with issues
such as limited market access,
dependence on intermedi-
aries, and unpredictable
weather. Phygital solutions are
beginning to address these
challenges by integrating dig-
ital tools with conventional
agricultural practices.

forms like eNAM enable
farmers to compare prices and
market their produce directly,
thus reducing reliance on mnl
dlemen. At the same time, tra-
ditional mandi networks con-
tinue to play an essential role
in the trading process.

By ensuring that digital mar-
ketplaces and physical trading
hubs operate in l;ndtm. the
ital roach provides
F:;?;ﬂs V\:lphpa maore balanced
and effective route to market,
Enhancing Essential Services
Beyond commerce and agri-
culture, phygital innovations
are making significant strides
in healthcare and public ser-
vice delivery. Rural communi-
ties have traditionally faced
barriers to accessing quality
healthcare. Now, telemedicine
kiosks supported by trained
health workers e remote
consultations with specialists,
while mobile health units
equipped with diagnostic tools
bring medical care directly to
remote areas.
(The writer is Managing
Director and Founder of Roinet
Solution; views are personal)



