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Kejriwal’s letter to RSS
ploy to put BJP on mat

gaining national attention not because it is one of the most crucial

he election to the leﬁedstlwe assembly of the Mational Capital
' I l'Derrllm; of Delhi, scheduled to be held in February, has started

elections of the country —

wvery little power com

seeing as the government there wialds
with those in the big states of India — but

because of the games the main players in Delhi's politics play ahead of the
la.

While two of the three main political {)ertles in the state, the Aam Aadmi

Party and the Congress, are part of the

NDLA bloc at the national level that

is aligned against the BJP and the government it heads at the Centre, they

Y 2025 | NEW DELHI

hgm a bitter hattle against each ather i m De]h] s well as in several other
states. The BJP, the princi jon party, is leaving no stone
unturned to ensure that the AP does nnt win a fourth consecutive term.
In fact, AAF national convener Arvind Kejriwal has been alleging that the
BJP is on & mission to get the names of the supporters of his party deleted

from the voters' list.

Mow, Mr Kejriwal has escalated his complaint against the BJP b \lritl
a letter to the RSS chief asking if the m‘gamsatmu that heads the

Parivar approves of the *

"wrong actions” the BIP engages in. Lalge acale
efforts are being made to cut into the votes of the

By complaining to poor and dalits from the eastern region. and of L] . LETTER
rmeene it snERENE | India must r strat
has wanted to know if the RSS believes it to be
lachiof layen by e Tt thing todo. WHAT'S THE SECRET?
m BY It cannot be 50 that the AAD lender is unaware
] tl e the ays in the nation's polity
the BJP, Mr Kejriwal of the role the RSS he nati li
has succeeded In and the relationship it shares with the BIP. 1t is . . Chief minister of Mani-
mot a state secret either that the RSS and the i i
gy neemmesst | at borders to contain China &
Lok Sabha elections which played its part in the seems to have come out
voters and also set cigctoral outcome. Mr Kejriwal must also have of his stupor and apolo-
the agenda for the noticed the role the RSS played in ensuring the stan to be the easiest of tar- oy
slaction debate Victories of the NDA in the elections to the gets. It just has to pm the Qised. It has taken him a

Haryana and Maharashtra legislative assem-
blies. By complaining to the RSS ]eadershl]: about the ﬂ]eﬁi mischief
Eleécre hit e BIP, Mr Kejriwal is succesafully exposing the gh stable

tl voters,

Delhi elections have been throwing up results that follow a certain pat-
tern which is that voters here are wont to stand solidly behind the BJP in
the Lok Sabha elections but choose to turn to the AAP when it comes to
running the government in the National Capital Territory. Thus, too, by
anointing the RSS as the grand-uncle of the Hindutva Parivar and com-

‘waiting game effectively.
This 15 why the Indian
government, the political
system and the pecgle in
general need to do a major
rethink on our border strat-
egy: an the division of exist-
img states and the creation
ufnewhmstn.les. partic-

good 19 months to

acknowledge his short-
comings. But the ques-
tion arises; why now? Is
there something we yet

don't know that has

caused the CM to apol-

aining to it about the delinguent nephew who is out to spoil the family the dawn through uwnpl.c I.o-mlpnll.ﬂ broken new ularly in Lhe northeastern !
lectlnn Mr Kajriwal has almost won the first rouned. of 205, amid  cian-instigated restless and o into rﬁ threats to  ogise? This puts the

As a government that can potentially face autlincumbem:y. the former the  rising reckless demopra lead.  StAtes ia's n.nl onal security Prime Minister in an
Delhi CM would want to consalidate his party's vote bank by setting the instability in  ingtomore firture Partition- ariginate from the internal h "
topie of the debate himself and forcing his adversary to respond to him. It our  neigh- ke crises of mass killing. disturbances triggered by awkward position as his
is a ploy that the BIP has successfully employed in almost every election, bourhood and beyond, ndia One mny,mst Iook at India’s  ty in @ state of perpetual  political disunity, putting  cjlance on the issue will
but this time Mr Kejriwal has stolen a march over his rival. should take a fresh look at bourhood of the earli-  tsunamidueto its own mak-  the whaole system into disar- h L

its palitical handling af the er smaller, friendly states.  ing. Theres nothing in si ray by deflection from the be guestioned again.

Flights' Wi-Fi: Etiquette a must
ir India, which is well on the way to matching its own description as
Inddia’s premier global airline. has become the fivst in the country offer-
ing complimentary in-flight Wi-Fi mnnectlv'h\vmldmstlc flights.

The question of what to do with your flying time in today’s hyper-connected
world of digital devices, which allows everyone to keep fulfilling a newfound

situation in our border
states. August M7 saw mul-
tiple birth pamgs to our east
and west, Eﬂuﬂm by the
masgacre af v -
tiems. The end of the m
could nat halt the simmer-

thoughts af rew
I.?ur'igﬂl:h #embedded in

Does the present scenario
inspire mutual trust and
nce a8 in the past?
All of them have faced polit-
el coups or upheavals, and
the forced emtry of the
‘Communist Party of China,
aopendy or by the backdoor,
in a sub-Himalayan zone
which was never its area

a8 yet for that tsunamd’s self-
destructive mode to reduce
its mass ar welocity. Far
froan it, it's now an unguid-
ad missile. Doesn't the sce-
narin  of & “Reunited
Pakistan®, with Dhaka back
a5 the eastern wing of a
“Greater Pakistan®, seem
like an attemipt to give Lndm

ﬁ?a]muzs"mla —
Slnlﬁl s s haven'
learnt af the 1947
Partition. One must consid-
er the strange phenomenen
that almost E\El}' Indian
state bordering Mepal and
Tibet ied by the
Chhmnmmunl:ts in
1260, has been internally

The man should have

been sacked a long time
ago to pave the way for

peace in the region.

Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

LET THEM WEAR SHIRTS

mll.msal:mssme subeon-  geopalitical  interest. A a taste of revenge partitioned and broken into

hahit of glancing at devices every few moments that is becoming almost com- timent, ising the sur-  country af India's sise, or  December 16, 18717 lhz new states. The state of
pulsive these days, may have had its answer. vival norities in sever-  any country with some posi-  eastern rlEll;hbuur the best  Jammu  and shmir  S0ME HINDU nisations in
The service is on select aiveraft now but is bound to e: iven that com- al areas amid chranie con- llun and locathon features,  of times s abviousl became two Union territe-  Kerala are re b over

el
petitors for India's open skies ave also planning to match Air India in its inno-
wative applmﬂ)h’m fyi ‘by nlﬁrn}g an i;d.rd.lftljunx] lsc]hl;ty be;Ld.e!ll:;Tght
es comprising unending runs of popular titles starring matinee
connectivity has been

frontation. When the natur-

Jecame the e & skl

can't ignare reality of geog-
raphy. Saciety, the polity,
economy, sociology. histo-

the presem looks q]lm 1
tmare.  Despite  the
nt vilbrancy and ver-

ries; Punjab was broken
into three states; Uttar
Pradesh was split into twa,

¥
the supggestion on allowing men
entering temples in the state wearing
shirts, as most temples in the state

on offer on board for mave than three demarcation, se dpsrstlmgﬁm vy, culture, civilisation, tra-  satility of the population, —aswas Bihar and the single  have a strict ban on this tice for

decades now on international flights. but few flyers would venture to use their composite pmography  ditions — all are geography-  the ﬂﬁu&nl changes inthe  state of Assam was carved  years. But, one wonders if wearing a
credit cards for satellite telephony that could cost a fortune per minute. There evalved over centuries, it i geography-influ-  political mood always led to into five stabes. pemml]arset of clothes brings about
i just one worry though. we birth to subhuman En?'a fied, suicidal vinlence m Dhaka.  The creation of smaller  any change in the devotion guatient
ith Wi-Fi, it becomes possible to make Internet-based phone call lml hostility and fiel- Today, the leadership of Lndm is well aware that the  states may serve sharterm  of the person. Also, it is wrong to say
Imagine l[lh.emleulypen an average Indian speaking loudly on hlsmnhlleat of revenge. India’s northern landlocked nge of geography in  political Interests, but has  that our chulce of clothing reflects
several decibels above the table limit — be it on the weather, the menn What lay in the pages of neighbour Nepal has imex- Lhe angt alwus oviginated  anyone calculated the dev-  our belief in the almighty. Sinee most
for dinner or the weall-being of loved ones — becomes the norm. The situation histary is resurfacing as nrah] nh]flml its vision to  from unpredictable psycho- s!bali;; strategic dimen-  temples hold That de'vntees should be
eould well became a travelling cabin of a virtual Tower of Babel kind. m?h reality in pockets of ific Ocearn, despite  logical vibeations. Hence, partitioning states  entering  the wearing
It is said the airline will implement measures to ensure the cabin envirom- South Asia today, as India hi an mt!?'sl part of the changes in its paolid which border China, Nepal — decent elathes, uneslsowuud.a's whi
ment remains quiet, peaceful and comfortable for everyone with pas: ngn faces ane of the most chal Asia's intertwined invariably happens with and  erstwhile  Esst  decides the ideal outfit for the devo-
reminded of the need to keegethelr\nmeslnw m\d.avuldalsturhmgnthers ut lenglngl]m!!uflh! revenge maminn MNepal joining  electric speed. India can  Pakistan? Wan'titonly help  tee. In some temples it is a tice
fa it Ind.l.nnehquenevett cansiderate to fellow passengers? outesme of dictator Xi Jinpings  expect mave of it neighbours expand the for men who remove their shirts to

the workaholics, peripatetic Net browsers and streaming content fans
'uJ.l beﬂe]]ghled with having something to do as jet engines cover the air miles

]917‘! rtll{uﬂ Irwdin’s lansd
barder, as is well known,

Belt ard Road Initiative is
the ultimate red line for

Further 1o the east, there
are diverse and varied eth-

reach into the mb[—hmx
]man terrain to expand th

cover their body with a towel or
shawl. So, when some kind of cloth-

destination, those blessed with the ability to tal &E..uck nap on board has always beena soft target  India. All the more because  nie grwuga whase IILffEr ir mane af influence acmss ing is allowed, why can't it be a prop-
EH hmmight disturbed if chatters don't keep th | down. for outsiders. Continental the 1,750-km India-Nepal ach other b South Asia? Does such par- er shint?
e providing of the oo will, however, be widely m!luncmed from a rist Halford Mackinder  open land border consti- ghlemm nfammrytn hm titioning create slbeJI.l! or R. Sivakumar
lmnedsmhueﬂlatboemnfﬂbec-alchline "’J‘araﬂnesnta]ways mean pood- had perceptively ohserved: tutes the worst nightmare  tile forces toexploit  sow the seads of enduring Chennai
m — as it has super-ambitious plans on the anvil with orders for 570 new “In the tish Em&l:‘e a8 a number of hostile e'le- divisbaris and sow mischied. mulual Troatility? Does it
vaft placed, and steps initlated to integrate other co-o airlines into an there’s but ane land ments 1'“13 kind of behaviour hy help India boild & stable

a\dahnu behemoth as well as opening a large aviation academy.

tier: the Northwest Frantier
of India”. Mackinder's was
an astute abservation, but

fmm
Pakistan, Bangladesh n.nd

CFC

Nepal are bound to pene-
trate India’s hinterland

un]]lnd;v o cease anytime i m
reseeable future. The

polity or enable China the
apportunity to sow seeds od'
mternal condl]

RESTORE BOOK POST

THE C

OMMUNICATION minis
has recently stopped the India

T

it can be expanded ease. New nntu]m:z of the polity in  and disharmony?

r, and Jn.cilu the understandable concerns  India's Northeast hna given India must conduct a long: post service. The stopping of this
whale of the n about the vulnerability of room to the CPC to deepen  term costbenefit analysis of — gervice  will hit !maﬁﬂpuill!hers
eastern bondm af [m‘]ls the Siliguri Corridor ar the s penetration of the South  the ical g g:;dlcu]srly in rural areas, the
The efforts to fence the so-called “Chicken's Neck". land mass. af border states due to inter- The shove services ware
Pakistan and Bangladesh But will an !mﬂ{monl\v Going south, towards the  nal bickering, hatred and  yery useful for small publishers

THE ASIAN AGE frontiers is laudable, but it exploit the  well-known  great Indian Ocean. the hoatility, enabling hostile  who used this platform to promote

S TRh AASRAN AR Inses effectiveness due to  Chicken's Neck to ta tranquillity and serenity of  powers to fish in troubled  their books. In  addition to this,

the nm—hm:l.ng of the New Delhi? Or will e m: some {sland nations is get-  waters and destabilise her  many libraries in India used this

Kaissan Miviin K. Seonm Myanmar and Nepal bor-  use of other easier routes to  ting harder to preserve. The  polity and destray its econt- gapyige, They will now have to use
P Primer & Pubaher

ders. The muntn‘ can't he

expl.ol.l the vulmerability of

maval dragan s reluctant to

my. The matter is urgent
ﬂ:n'smtl.me tar b lst,

costly methods for ordering new

n Ao o arding two  the vast allow port, big or small, to hoaks. There is already a lack of the
:::n‘-\:ﬂﬂ::::;mnmmm 219 Lemn Dyl Uipaclayay Slarg, Mesw Clslhd. 110092, s ml!m and two others nl.rg 1750 D&m s&am ISS:;I operate in India's vicinity reading habit in India. Stopping
qn) 22110 t w Sun Tou's Artof War  without being gotibled up The writer isan alunnus — this service will affect this adverse-
Fubiiked and Prireed o et of and for Cﬂ'grwug |||g 1|-,gu1mb|_e nt “surprise, deception, under the ambit of the of the National Defnce 1y, The ministey should, therefore,
} Costen Chuenele kgt bed rvadie ok M s Canie, 21 s Cipd ey Mg b revengs of § mohility™? CPC's Belt andl Rond Initia- Callege, New Delhi, The  review this move.
¥ Loaskry: Cuuicksrmins Lid, b Pcer. Block 2, Hitraboth Hosss, 30 York itcse, Loaden, $H1 750 be Im:k o I.l I|e To our west, India’s fmme- tive. For this and ather rea- wiews expressed hare are D.B. Madan
BT g bizon raanker: 720004 ltl.cal meagraphy b diate nmmbuur has its poli-  sons, the CPC finds Hindu- persanal New Deihi

M:H.P Iwaﬂedllmzmmlﬂbymemgeta
'bemuse:l:manmlemllwu

to this ever

yet

hmkdubmmurmlummmhﬂemg
X

Changing avatar of &
reading, writing &
selling books, art
in social media age

ervisioned quiet folks would be

not disturb my own Little

Iren]iselhndsetanﬂupmauwem , peg-
ple and ideas.

Within a . Tlearnt to break out of my crabl
sheu 1 mmmmﬂrmmmlh

persom. m[ﬁl;’yed transition in
and wvoluhil .mdﬂmnﬂ that mymmlbmm

I gave up the other. ’I‘hsnﬂhl]y there were still

many beautiful readers who swore andying loyal-

ty to the pﬁemﬂ }mmuldn‘tu\'ewrrh-
ance af the ph

diered on, it samewhat
mysn bt tailor mymd.nl’hmku according
the neads of ml‘heu:‘:sdﬂbe Internat.

were gradually

My first readers eitcated ma and :mﬂedmem
lack of stock and together we evalved into
idity and substance.

In & few years, the store d, and I3

would bump into friends mm ahnﬁﬁ;

wonld event. 1 was witness to
interesting interactions, and learnt much about

Then 2011 was us. The Internet
There was F‘llpknrtum and then Kindle. P:mled“plmli'fe
PDFs of the latest books were downloaded. [ was.
shown these by customers. [ was scolded
v not being competitive in pricing (what about

de them

h&CbeI.anB’ha.gﬂsmla w others had
d.crumdamggm pemepﬂm:l — but inter-
astingly, elsewl Lhey mpeesm

writers with litera
Now, with medln'a miwnl Tentered a

ﬂll.rggmﬂunlly andd in wonderment, What was

world?
a boom. Indian writing was
Ini Gumrgaon,

ms’uﬂ[ﬂ;ﬂh

mushrooming at a

where [ was so0 proud nnlmﬁ;ﬂmzmmthe
had become a writer

et md
at the sparkling o 5
ides, mmedﬂmmkcmlc,lml:{nmm

hmmmhmkmﬂnhmhmh‘lrm;m

mmbemhleandmpmblemlleumm
shapashift, and

Now, wehmtbmkhmr!msandmt&:mwﬂh
aplomb, and | have grown to love every aspiring

B
art fairs than we sell on regular days. We have a

creating L'hem_ Wa'll. I‘h)‘ nat* If Wincent '\’m:l
g:a'hly \muldn'% have died in
m
hlsei;'lnhundmtl!

writers
lmmwbellzveind.igimlmmtmganﬂ
onmemr:rentlan We proudly tom-tom
m instead Dd‘bemghﬂle silent mfuge af the

mda}( in
*“I think, therefore, [am"? “Tam
omlhpl.u therefore T am™?

event man-

mmﬂalrmnphasﬂmﬂve

sp!uent.md
did it, then you jolly well
mantral

sockal media.
flaunt it: that is

The writer runs the Quill and Canvas
bookshap-art gailery in Gurgaon
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Show of strength: NCP chief Shamd Pawar addressing party workers at the Y8, Chavan Centre in Mumbal cn July 5, 2033, days alter a group of party MiAs led I:s'f\p! Pavear jalre r| thit Maharyutl govermment. ImassLe room

The tick-tock

of the Pawar family clock

A 2023 split in the »

ationalist Congress Party, one of Maharashtras regional powerhouses helmed by Sharad Pawar, who has been in politics for

about GO years, has altered the course of the State’s politics, With his nephew Ajit gaining political ground and the third generation of Pawars
learning the ropes, Vinaya Deshpande Pandit gauges how the battle for suceession has impacted the family itself and the State as a whole

aheb s definitely hurt that importance
was given to persomal polit
il Vitth:

cal ambitions

shtra’s Pune. Saheb is Ma-
s college lru el and W i' (5P chief il

g ||
Iu- families
rad's nephew,

are 5o close t Juh Pawar, &
caills him Kaka (father's brather),
Maniar is referring to the "personal political
ambstions” of Ajit, who s now holding the post of
Deputy Chief Minister for the sixth time. In
2003, Ajit hacl split from the centrist -
alist Conpgress v (NCP), eo-founded by Sharad
In 1999, taking along with him a majoriey of its
MLAS. He then joined hands with the Bharatiya
{ ety (BIP) and the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
N ahiutd alliance.
Sinee iis inception, the NCP has never lmmwl
i government on ks own, though it has als
warys been part of the ruling alllanee in the
It has been one of the strongest regional f
an umbrells under which sugar barons
In al e from resource-rich western M
her, sk | has been Chief Mini
Iulll themies sinie hils Familly has businesses in sugar,
u:hu wgro-industries, realty, and the media,
rempive is in flux, with six
s of the family in active politics and the
third generation keen to prove fts metthe, While
thee ongodng wssle between unele and nephew
hais drawn national mtention, ot the heart of the
family disruption ks the question of who will in
herit Sharad's six-decade-old political legacy.

At the polls

Abead of the 2024 Lok Sabha poll, Ajit's faction
s given the NCT's name and ‘clock’ symbaol,
Sharad's growp, NCP (SP), was treated as a faction
and allotted the symbol of ‘4 man blowing a
trumpet” (tutart wijavnara maanus in Marathi),
While the matter is sub jucice, it was a blow o
the patriarch. after his trusted aldes left
him, reporte el Sharnd who was with him,
He prempily ralsed his own hand and smiled,

In the Assembly election to 288 seats in No-
vember 2024, the NCP won 41 out of the 56 seats
it contested, while the NCP (5P} secured only 10
out of the 86 seal ‘o thee first time
3. a8 never lost
contested, did not sddress me
wy the results were declired,
ald at a press conference
that the results were “unexpected”, but he would

i his political e
an ebection he h

Tappens, the
fact Is that
WO wWere a
Fanmily, we
areafamily,
and we will
comtinue o
e a family
SUNETRA
PAWAR

Hafya Sabiha

mermber wnid
AE Pawar s wile

not resign from polities, “That s a call that my
colleagues and [will take. There was clear polar
isatbor of votes in this election,” he sald in Karad,
e goes every year to pay tribute io his
mentor and the first Chiel Minister of
shira, Yashwantrao Chavan, on his death
anniversary, "People say the use of money dur-
ing this election was unprecedented.” he said.
“Theugh he will not fight any polls, thae man
never retie from polities, He eats, drinks,
and breathes politles. He loves going peo-
ple. It works as a tonde for him,” his daughter Su-
priya Sule, 55, four-time MPP from Baramati, had
said at The Hindu's 'Poll Arena’, a political con-
elave held days before the Assembly eleetion,
votehing for her fther's love for public life.

Pawar power

Sharad was one of 10 children and born in Bara-
mat, which became his political and business
stronghold. Here, among sugarcane farmers,
whisit growers, and grape exporters, amid lush
green hebds of villgge lindscapes amd chty pock
ets, he established sugar cooperatives, research
<mnl educational institutes, and cultural centres,
Deve
ver 400 companies,
;n ople talk fondly of the octogenarian,
hul there §s a hushed discussion about Ajit's

waork, "The people of the State have decided
Tai (Suled for the Centre and Dada (Ajit) for the
State,” siys a person on condition of 5

“Sharad flexed his muscles agains
blished politician in the 19608, an unthinkable
act tk 's.lyx ‘ia:h:h Klmtuw 72, uh:: I:.u: Ix-m
the NC
19708, “He hl!:‘lu.ll’ﬂ ﬁn-lun .|:Lm(|.|:lmm for I1::r||
euliure development and irrigation; he brought
companies for nvestment. He showed Baramati
what development meant, He was the one who
brought in Ajit. But we know even today, Sahef
s an eye on Baramatl,” he says,

A former Unbon Agriculture Minister and De-
fence Minister, and o leader with multi-party
rench, Sharad ks a pillar of the INDIA bloe, a
grouping of 30-odd parthes thar was formed w
fight the BJI in the Lok Sabha election. His sup-
porters sy he holds the power o bring together
unlikely leaders. "His friendships with political
opponents and adversaries are legendary.... His
networking skills are formidable and those skills
are much needed when politics takes on a bitter
partisan Havour, as it does every now and then,
Congress leader Sonla Gandhi had suld of Sharad
during his 75th birthday celebrations in 2015,

Sharad institutionalised women’s reservation
in loeal self-government bodies in Maharashira. [t
was during his tenure as Defence Minlsier that

ee

The people of the State have declded

ek (Supriyin Sule) for the Centre and
Doeneler (AJIC ) for the Seaie
WARAMATI RESIDENT

women were inducted into non-medical roles in
the Army. However, he has also been associated
with several alleged seams and controversies,
both as a Minister and eting body head,

Congress leader KV, Thomas had in 2014
called h “backstabber” for revolting against
Sonda in 1999, 5o had Shiv Sena leader Anant
Geete in 2021, It was only poetlc justice, sy erit
fes, that his own nephew betrayed him w join
hands with the BJP. Many lkened Ajit's mese to
his unecle’s in 1978, when Sharad rebelled and
toppled Vasanwdada Patil's government to be
come the youngest Chief Minister ot 38 years.

In 2009, when Ajit joined hands with the BJP
fior the first time, Shalini Patl, the wife of Vasant:
il wnld, “The way Sharad behaved with

o e must have got a similar ﬂ|wrh~m\-
from his .m\lly when Ajit aligned with the BT

A matter of succession
In thie Lok Sablha poll, Ajits wile, Sunetr
comtested against his cousin Sule in Barar
Shrinlvas £, Afli's elder brother, who h
yu Group of companies in Mumb;
in agri-business, sutomobile de;
ships, security solutions, among others, led the
public expression of the family's displeasure.
During the election campaigning, Ajit ap-
e |h o to Baramatl's electors to vote for a 'Pa
Inist b

were is nothing wrong in seeking
There is the orig rwar and
the ane coming from outside.” Finally, Sule won,
1 o fewl back that | have to contest against a fa-
mily member. Whatever happens, the faet ks that
we were i | }'. W are i IIFIIU}. and we will
continue o be a family,” Sunetr, 1 said,
During the election, the other Pawars had
campalgned for Sule, wintained that this
wis 4 battle of ldeologhes and she would contest
on the basts of her work for the constituency,
d his wife contestin
;:|nullul1|

m
i In the Mm-r:uslv e
il fielded Yugendra Paws
vas's son, who lost by over | lakh votes 1o his un-
che, Ajit eighth time,
During the Assernbly election, the rest of the
family actively campaigned against Ajit, with Sha:
v reclusive w atibha, referred
uinid i favouir of Y-
ratibha, along with
in her zle was seen
‘Mhatara
hvn ver the old

isting bm
ghter, R
standing in front of a banner
Jithe jaatay, changhhala hotay
man goes, it changes the winds)”

Duirlng his election \'illll]\:lhlll Yugendra had
suld of his uncle Ajit g left Pawar
Saheb, his ideal i w party with
him. But peophe love 17

-
ar Saheb,”

The ascent of Ajit
Things were different even during Deej
which 50 members of the
usisilly celebrate 11...\1I|nn|| Barar
the festival ¢

ing. For the fiest time, the
rate celebrations in Baramatl, one at Govind:
1 and mest of the Fmily
Katewad, where Afit ce-
lebrated and met people at a darbar’.

A few months before the Lok Sabha election,
Ajit while addressing NCP' office-bearers in Mum:
i said old people should sit st home and bet the
next generation handle alf Within manths,
Sharad's NCP (81" had contested 10 seats in the
Lok u poll and won eight, Fortunes were re-
versed in the Assembly election, though the NCP
(SP's vote share was larger than the NCPs,

Maresh Arora, who heads Design Boxed, a ]n.ll
N IAPGIEETENE COmpan

managing Afis imay

but never connected with people t
e :nLU:I e .unp:ll:ll around Ih

put -\Ill in Iln- |||ul\| of |I::l n-!r cporate. “He was al
wilys seen as someonse who sat in the Mantmalaya
(State Secretariat) and got work done, The yatra
ot him to mix with people, People liked that he
cracked jokes and smiled. This was different from
the image of the person who worked from early
morning, got agitated with officlals who didn't
deliver, and rebuked them in public,” sos Aro
Kiran Gujar, who micromanaged Ajit's cam-
paign, had sald during the election, speaking
through a pile of papers, local manifestos, and
ooth management sheets in Barimati: “There
| 1 rural volers i
There a i hooths in 17 vil-
1,760 booth karyakartas (work:

lages. We have
ers) who are actively working in this electhon,

Sur wled by party workers asking for direc
tons, Gujar had saicl the biggest plus was that Da
di's work spoke For lisell,

2, Af

a, il sendor NCP
al's Delhi resldence to
wl<|| I:Imm: his Bdth birthday, They were greeted
by Sule, who almeost hugged Sur and lovingly
kissed her nephew Parth, At the tme, the a1y
utl government had ||u| been able to declde on a
Cabinet almest 20 days after a declsive mandate,
given the post of Deputy CM.
eaders close to the Pawar family mem-
bers say it will be difficult for them to bury their
differences anytime soon, “It does not look I
Sharad will support the BJP, pler, Hio
wiever, another keader
witer. You ¢
you will not be able o divide

awars are lilke
ith a stick, but

A
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Force of ideas

The Islamic State must not be allowed o

regain foothold in West Asia
T he truck attack in the French Quarter of

New Orleans, on New Year's Day, killing
at least 15 people and wounding 30, sug-
pests that the threat of low-tech, lone wolf attacks
has not gone away. The attacker, identified as 42-
year-old Shamsud-Din Jabbar, an American citi-

Remembering the impactful legacy of wise leadership

he passing of Manmohan Singh should
be an occasion for evaluating the
lasting legacy of the work initiated in
the 1991 economic reforms, by him as
the F‘in.mce Mmlster and his team of high-calibre
e, i and -fthwk
Simgh Ahl L P, Chic
Shankar Acharya and many others), and
continued during his term as Prime Minister.
Much has already been written on the animal
spirits released by the 1991 economic reforms.
But the period 2004-14, and the decade that
followed, stand in such contrast that it is worth

zen who had served in the military, killed ina

ETVEC ¥ them using ment
shoot-out, Police found an Islamic State (15) flag data - not views that reflect the observer's
and explosives in his truck. Just hours earlier, ideological predilections,

Jabbar posted videos on social media, indi- Five outcomes stand out, affecting citizens”

cating that he was inspired by the IS, In recent
months, the 15, a terrorist organisation founded
in Irag and Syria, and now present across geogra-
phies, has released pre nda videos asking its
“soldiers” to strike during celebrations in west-
ern cities in the holiday season., A few hours after
the New Orleans attack, a Tesla Cyvbertruck ex-
phoded in frone of the Trump International Hotel
in Las Vegas, killing at least one person and injur-
ing several. Police later said Jabbar, the suspected
New Orleans attacker, did not act alone, and are
investigating any potential link between the track
attack and the ¢ ruck explosion,

The 18, which lost its physical Caliphate in Irag
and Syria, has been trying to revive its lost for-
tunes, The terror group survived as an insurgen-
ey, shifted its centre of operations to Afghanistan
{Islamic State-Khorasan), where it carries out at-
tacks, targeting the country's Shia minority, and
opened new networks in Africa. When the 1S was
at its peak in 200415, it had successfully global-
d terror — any sympathiser could hold the 15
ag, declare lovalty to the *Caliph’ and unleash
attacks against the “infidels". World dies, from
Dhaka to Orlando and Istanbul to Belgium, wit-
nessed dozens of 15-inspired attacks. These have
ebbed, partly due to the destruction of the IS ‘ca-
liphate” and partly due to enhanced security

and o But
now that Syria is in transition following the fall of
the Bashar al-Assad regime, the 15 is trying to re-
build itself. Kurdish fighters in Syria's east, who
played a pivotal role in defeating the lslamists in
2015416, say 15 militants have looted government
weapons depots and are preparing for a come-
back, The New Orleans attack should serve asa.
warning signal for the 1S, The 15 should not be
allowed to regain a foothold in conflict-ridden
West Asia. Besides, the U.S, should also get to the
roots of the radicalisation of American citizens
and counter it. Organisations such as the 15
should be fought with both force and ideas,

+  Cost and benefit

India cannot hand over Sheikh Hasina
1o the unelected Yunus government

midst signs that New Delhi
A trying to resobve other

marred their ties in the last few months,
the issue of Bangladesh's demand that India ex-
tradite Sheikh Hasina remains intractable, with
neither side budging. In December, Indian Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram Misri was able to convey
during his Dhaka visit, that India remains a
friend. He also reaffirmed the continuity in ties in
trade, energy, infrastructure and connectivity;
the two sides appear to have calmed the situation
at the border as well. Finally, the government in-
dicated to a parliamentary committes that while
Ms, Hasina remains in Delhi as India's guest, it
had no truck with her paolitical pronouncements
and messages targeting Mr. Yunus, The situation
seemed to shift last week, as Bangladesh sent
New Delhi a “note verbale” or diplomatic missive
demanding Ms. Hasina's extradition to face trial
fior cases that include corruption, and a Dhaka-
bused International Crimes Tribunal charge that
shie had perpetrated ‘crimes against humanity” in
ordering a police crackdown on student protes
ters. The India-Bangladesh extradition treaty of
2013, amended in 2016, sets out the course of
procedures quite clearly, which needs to be
sued through a more formal representation from
Bangladesh to India, The note verbale appears to
be meant only o assuage domestic political con-
stituencies, while India's External Affairs Minis-
try's response — not rejecting it outright — seems
to be a non-escalatory way of dealing with the
situation.

While the legalities of the request can be the
subject of protracted negotiations, it is important
o engure that the issue does not hold India-Ban-
gladesh relations hostage. The Yunus govern-
ment must understand that the history of India’s
relationship with Ms. Hasing and her family is
forged in the sacrifices made in both countries
fior the liberation of Bangladesh. The assassina-
tion of her father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and
members of her family in 1975, and her firse exile
in India, strengthened the bond. It is futile o ex-
pect that India would simply hand Ms. Hasina ov-
er, when she has sought refuge here, and no
amount of coercive pressure could force an In-
dian povernment to comply. The decision to shel-
ter the Dalai Lama in 1959, for example, has not
wawered despite Chinese | Furth

lives, and which laid the foundations of a
hastened pace of structural change that could
have bed India to become a
high-income/high-human development index
country by the 2040s,

Appropriate macroeconomic policies

First, the savings rate had begun to rise ever since
the demographic dividend set in in the early
19805, The rise in savings/GDP ratio — and
corresponding growth in the investment to GDP
rabe — was the basis for the ensuing rise in the
GDP growth rate, Thus, by 2003-04, the savings
rate had risen to 23% of GDP and investment o
24% of GDP. However, appropriate
macroeconomic policies enabled this o be
translated into raising the investment to GDP
from 24% to 38% over the next six years. This was
the highest ever that India had achieved —

nearing, though still below, Chinese investment
rates. The resulting ﬁmwthuvﬂrug\zd B.5% per
annum over 2004-05 to 2008-09 (under the
United Progressive Alliance I). Although helped
by a beoming international economy, export
growth (15%-18% per annum}) could not have been
maintained without real effective exchange rates
being maintained at stable levels.

Despite the global economic crisis of 2008-09,
GDP growth dipped for a few quarters before
recovering quickly, because of a well-designed
fiscal monetary policy stimulus so that the
200914 period also saw 7.5% p.a. Thus, the
overall growth rate over 2004-14 averaged 7.8%
., which was unprecedented in India's history.

Second, the growth encompassed all sectors —
the unorganised and organised. Not surprisingly,
aggregate demand was sustained, as all growth
engines were firing (public and private
investment, final consumption, exports, and
government). Hence, non-farm jobs grew at a rate
of 7.5 million p.a., which itself was
unprecedented, Except agriculture {where
workers fell, a good thing), all sectors generated
jobs. Construction jobs grew from 26 million in
2004 t0 51 million in 2002 (or nearly doubled);
manufacturing jobs increased by 8 million,
especially, but not only in the labour-intensive
sectars (that account for half of all manufacturing

Santosh Mehrotra

ledf divisions in the
Planning Commission
(2006-14], authored
the Lith and 12th
Plans, and was
professar of
ecanamics at the
Jawaharlal Nefru
University, New Delhi

After 2005, not
one of the
life-changing
transformations

Indians was
sustained

employment) from 52 million to 60 million; as did
jobs in modemn services (telecom,
sale/distribution of cars, financial
intermediation/banking, insurance and pensions,
airlives, railways, and health and education),

change in the show for half a
century, really gathered momentum,

Third, until 2004-05, non-farm jobs had grown
50 slowly that although migration from farm o
non-farm occurned, never did the absolute
number of workers in agriculture fall. But, for the
first time in India’s post-independence history,
the ghsolute number of workers on farms actually
fell after 2004, as non-farm job growth was high,
This had the effect of tightening the labour
market in rural areas over the entire period till
2004, helped by the government emerging as
employer of last resort through the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act in 2005,

Fourth, the combined effect of new non-farm
jobs and tightening rural labour market was to
raise real wages, which rose all the way tll 2015,
This was true for casual wape work as well as
regularsalaried work.

Finally, as real wages rose, private final
consumption expenditure continued to rise,
especially of simple consumer goods. For the first
time in India’s history, the absolute number of
poor which had never occurred from 1950,
The incidence of rty fell from 197374, but
the absolute numE:‘.Erfpour remained very
sticky (due to population growth) till 2004-05,
Between 2004-05 and 201112, the number of

rople who rose above the rry line was 138
Elllzn an achievement u}xweghmm, almost
Chinese, proportions.

Policy-induced shocks

Not ane of these life-changing transformations in
the lives of ordinary people was sustained after
2015, First, the growth rate averaged 5.8% p.a.
over the last 10 years, This is hardly surprising,
given three policy- md.umd mucks The

demc ised sector
and agriculiure leading to Mlcm Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) closing on a vast
scale (as demonstrated by the delayed NSS
Annual Survey of Unorganized Sector Enterprises
203

).

The poorly designed and badly implemented
Gonods and Services Tax was another shock that
MSMEs and the unorganised sector were
unprepared for, For the next nine quarters, GDI
growth rates fell. Finally, the unnecessary
national, very strict lockdown bed to the Indian
economy contracting by 5.8% in FY21 when the
global economy only contracted during COVID-9
by 3.1%.

Second, overall unemployment jumped from
2.2% in 200112 to a 45-year high of 6.1% in 201718
(NSS0). The number of those jobless tripled from
one crore in 200112 to three crore in 200718, It
rose again by at least 70 lakh by 2022, Jobs had
grown by 75 kakh per year in industry and

services between 2004 and 2013, and only 29
Lakh per year between 201% and 2019. This isa
61% drop in jobs as the population of India grew
by 10%. Youth unemployment is still double, from
6% in 200012 to 1% in 202223, The
unemployment rate for graduates and
postgraduates is about 33% - one in three looking
Lm-u.lcm-_ash.llly for a job. This is why engineers are

coodies and doctoral degree holders are
applying for railway peon jobs.
'[‘Inn:l the pnn:u-ssut structural change that
am hias been

forcing India's youth back into farming. For 15
years (2004-19), the number of agricultural
workers declined by 6.7 crore between 2004-05
and 2017-18, This entire progress has been fully
reversed between 2020 and 2024 - with eight
crore workers added to agriculture. Never in
world history, perhaps, has such a retrogressive
reverse migration occurred.

This is happening becawse manufacturing
(especially unorganised) wok the brunt of job
losses. Make in India’ failed. The share of
manufacturing in the economy fell since 2015,
fulling from a consistent 17% of GVA for the
previous 25 years, and hitting an all-time low of
13% in 2022, Assembling nsive iPhones using
imported parts from China hardly generates jobs.
Reviving labour intensive industries such as
garments, textiles, furniture, leather goods and
processed food does. These are precisely the
industries that lost jobs — and also exports. The
number of workers in manufacturing was 600
lakh in 2012; it fell to 567 lakh by 2019, the last
year hefore COVID-9. By 2022, it had barely gone
up to 629 lakh, in 2022, despite all the talk about
‘Make in India’.

Distress and unpaid work

The Modi government has neglected exports.
Merchandise exports grew four times, from §77
billion in 2004 to $323 billion in 2004. Between
2014 and 2022 they grew only one-and-a-half
times to $454 hillion, With less production for
global markets, there were fewer jobs.

Fourth, wage growth has also suffered, The
share of regular salaried workers in total
employment, which was 23.8% in 2009 before
COVIDS, fell to 20.9%. Unpaid family workers,
whose numbers had fallen from 101 crore in 2004
1o 8.5 crore in 2012, and then by 2017 w 6.2 crore,
have risen sharply to 1004 crore by 2023, This
showed that distress has driven these family
members (mostly children and women) into work
to suppart the family. But they are unpaid. This
makes the unemployment rate look better than
before, clearly misleading, Gold-based loans, and
defaulis on them, are rising daily today.

These reversals have put the earlier
achievements under grave threat, and now give
legitimate rise to concerns whether India will
realise its demographic dividend before 2040,
The growing inequality and constrained
aggregate demand now may be putting paid to
the prospects of India becoming “Viksit Bharat',

Reflections as the world grows more ‘polarised

onald Trump's victary in the 2006 1.5,

presidential election prompted

contemplation of a * md.cd" United
States in terms of politics and society, bolstered
by waves of fake news amid a post-truth era. In
his book Polarization: What Everyone Needs to
Know (2009, academic Nolan McCarty explores
the social, economic, and geographic factors that
contribute to polarisation in America, walking
readers through both what is known and
unknown ahout the causes, evolution, and
ramifications of the nation’s growing political
canflicts,

America has recently appeared to be defined
by profound political, cultural, and societal
divides as Mr. Trump won a second term in 2024,
And along with nine other waords, “polarization”
was chosen as the 2024 word of the year by
Merriam-Webster, the 1.5 premier dictionary,

The term “polarization” — defined as “division
into two sharply distinct opposites; especially, a
state in which the opinions, beliefs, or interests of
a group or sockety no longer range along a
continuum but become concentrated at opposing
extremes” — has become widely used in the
media and in public discourse, and has become a
significant aspect of modern life. While MSNBC
perceived the 2024 presidential election as having
left America “more polarized than ever”, and Fox
News reports that *[Vice-President-elect 0.
Vance's debate answer on immigration crisis
shows voter polarization”, Forbes has cautioned
that "cultural polarization is becoming a pres
challenge” in workplaces, Indeed, in October,
Merriam-Webster stated that new terms such as
“far left” and “far right,” as well as "MAGA” — the
abbreviation for Mr. Trump's divisive “Make
America Great Again” movement - would be
included in its dictionary in 2024. Vice-President
Kamala Harris warned of fascism under Mr.,
Trump during the heated election, while Mr.
Trump used derogatory language and said his

-
Atanu Biswas
Professar of Statistics,

Indian Statistical
Institute, Kalkata

As the 2024
‘word of the
vear', the term
has become a
slgnificant
aspect of the
maodern world

opponent was running on “"destruction”. The
election was so divisive that many Americans
believed that the other candidate posed an
existential threat to the U.S, when they cast their
ballots.

About eight out of 10 Harris supporters were
very or somewhat concerned that Mr, Trump's
beliefs, but not Harris', were too radical, while
roughly seven out of 10 Trump supporters felt the
same way abowt Ms. Harris, but not Mr. Trump,
according to AP VoteCast, a poll of over 1,20,000

rople.
s Tﬁn usage of the word is one aspect that is not
polarised, According to Peter Sokolowskd, editor
at large for Merrizm- Webster, “it's something that
actually everyone sgress on,” to put it in a shightly
sardonic way, However, "polarization” has more
than only political meanings, The controversy
over Taylor Swift's use of a private jet and the
Drake-Kendrick Lamar feud {they are rappers) are
perceived to be polarising.

“Polarization” refers to beyond America also.
Globally, centrist policies are being destroyed,
Maybe Emmanuel Macron, the centrist French
leader, or Olaf Scholz, the centre-left German
leader, can better attest as to what it means if
society is increasingly polarised. The insanity of
the "other side” — in our politics, at work, or at
home — confounds ws, Even the "us vs. them” rift
may frequently be trembling a political society
such as purs,

A germination that began much earlier
However, to believe that polarisation is as recent
45 Mr. Trump's presidency or that Trump or
Trump-like individuals are to blame for today’s
polarised world would be a grave mistake. The
seeds were sown a long time ago. Although it is
evident from the current political environment
that extreme view points are growing in
popularity, McCarty contended that these
divisions have been developing for several

decades and are firmly anchored in the way
politics and society are structured,

For instance, American culture has seen
significant transformation in recent decades,
from cham:lm suclal group relationships and

and b | standards to the rising
importance of a college degree. In fact, the
19505608 civil rights struggles influenced the
partisan culture conflicts of today. And decades
before the parties' split on these issues, opinions
regarding civil rights were already associated with
a variety of other culture war beliefs — much
earlier than previous scholarship realised.
However, since the 19705, income and wealth
dispuarities have increased dramatically, which
hus ecacerbated edsting polarisation.

In the modern context

In recent years, there has been a notable
technological revolution. Thus, *polarization™ in
the modern world can also be viewed through the
prism of the shifting global order brought about
by social media, the Internet, and artificial
imtelligence. Yes, Professor Chris Bail critically
imvestigated the underlying causes of political
tribalism on social media in his book, Breaking
the Social Media Prism (2021), It raises an
imteresting question: do our social media
networks impact people's political views? Or do
people’s political views shape our networks?

Prof. Bail's research highlights how today’s
political polarisation is exacerbated by the
widening gap between social media and
in-person encounters. His analogy of social media
s @ prism refracting, rather than mirroring,
perfectly captures how it can skew how people
see themselves and other people.

And the Al genie also continues to transform
sockal media and our way of life. The "us vs.
them™ drift grows as sockety, politics, and culiure
descend further into the rabbit hole, rendering
the world more and more polarised.

bringing Ms. Hasina to account is not the man-
date of the interim regime, and should be pur-
sued by a government duly elected by the Bangla-
deshi people. In Delhi, there must be a
recognition that the actions of Ms. Hasina's go-
vernment have scarred the nation. The fact thar
shie is making political staterne nts with ease from
Indian soil is hE:zlym embitter ties and New Delhi
must conduct a full cost-benefit analysis of how
helpful these statements are. Given the conse-
quences of a tense border and geopolitical tur-
moil, both countries must learn to deal with the
issue diplomatically — in a separate silo from oth-
er aspects of their important relationship,
T

LETTERS TO T1

Delimitation and States
The concept of reverse
fertility is intriguing, but it is
essential to consider
alternative approaches
before embarking on such
ventures, First, the
delimitation commissicn
should acknowledge the
sense of injustice in using
population size as the sole

I EDITOR

measures are to be

criterion for parliamentary
seats, especially when the
southem States have
effectivaly managed to
reduce their fertility rates.
Second, if reverse fertility

implemented, they should
be based on thorough study
and planning that are
tailored to the population

dynamics of each State,
Impulsive actions could
lead to unintended
consequences. Presenting
wiell-researched reports to
the delimitation
commission, highlighting
positive measuras and

Slow removal Corrections & Clarifications
That ithas taken 40 years 2 rpr,*T M. Wrshn havoured with Sangi Kalaichi” anuary 2,
for the authorities to 025, the H. Murali,
remave toxic waste from ing: *..The academic sessions have been specially curated far the fint
Bhaopal, and only after the timein 20 “Aesthetics.
intervention of the higher Al Art',

com- I

judiciary, is shocking. Thare
is grave irresponsibility in

and nod 2020, asmenhnnud in arepart, 'China shared COAD infcrmation
withaut holding anything back” ['Workd' Page, lamaary 1, 2025),

efforts, is crucial. serious matters, —_
Ravidas Gopichand Rathod, 1l Ravindranath The Bsders’ it cffcs cam b comtactod by Fabaghur
Mumbai Ottapalam, Palakkad, Kesala Ik
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Should voter ID be linked with Aadhaar to combat voter fraud?

—
| PARLEY |
n December 26, 2024, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAF) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (B accused each other
X Queatshi of manipulating the Delhi electoral
foarmar rolls bn an attempt to win the Delhi Assembly
Chief Election elections, scheduled w be held in February.
Cammlsslaner While the AAP has accused the BJP of submitting
af india applications to the Election Commission of India
(ECT) o get the names of voters remeved from
thee list in fis strongholds, the BID has clabmed
that the AAP government is alding Rohingya
Immigrants o settle in the capital so that it can
secure their votes, Earlier, the Congress had
accused the BC1of arbtrarily deleting or adding
mames in electoral rolls before the
5. Sharmn whitra Assembly elections, Should voler
K 1[191 b Hnked to Asdhaar o ensure transparency
ormer
Chadrman of and put all these political claims and
thes Telecam counterclaims to rest? 5.Y, Quraishi and R.5.
Fegulatory Sharma discusses this question In a conversation
Autharlty of moderated by Sreeparna Chakrabarty. Edited
Indlia ard the EXCETPLS:
Tt Director
Generalofthe 1 e link Aadhaar with voter 10, would that
IL:,:"‘:‘I"‘I' alon help ensure that only one voter 1D s issued
Au:hqu‘:: ; for every citizen of the country?
Inglia

5.Y. Quraishi: Yes, that was the original

ention. In fact, when we were struggling with
loeating those with dupl
nearly every districe in the country was using
some kind of a de-duplication software (which
s el identify and remeve duplicate dua
froam files or across multiple files), some of
which were successful and some not so
suceessiul, that was when UIDAT (Undgue

m Authority of |
Mandan Nilekani came to meet me to fnd ot
where we stand [on this). That was when we had
started experimenting with collecting blometrics
in Goa, We decided that we woukd stop that

se because the Aadhaar authority was
el to o [t aryway, We thought that we would
merge the two once they completed the job. 5o,
that was the beginning of the whole debate,

Iddentificat

exe

RS, Sharma: Belore Lanswer your gquestlon, let
me explain that Ascdhaar does two things. First,
it assigns 2 undgue identity number to every
Individual, which means that an individual
carnot have more than one
provides a service af online re
authentication of the person, Every databuise on
every system does not need o hive the kind of

cate vester [Ds and

L) was created.

tity. Second, it
time

A vaber in Amritsar, Punjab. Pri

Similarly, linking Andhaar with voter 1Ds will
ensure that one persan §s able 1o hive only one
voter 10,

Aadhanr ks ot a proal of eitienship (even
non-residents who have lawfully entered India
can get Aadhaar cards), Therefore, every person
‘whao has got an Aasdhaar number is not
necessarily a voter. That Is a job for the ECI [
figure |, The authentication services of Andhaar
can also be used to ensure that there is no proxy
viting taking place.

As you sald, Aadhaar is nota proof of
cltizenship. So, will the ECItackle this?

SYO: Everyone knows that Aadhaar s not a
prool of citizenship. Our lden was o only
Iddentily duplicates, If someone has o voter 10,
cltbzenship has already been established through
that. Throwgh the lnking of voter 1D and
Anelhaar, we will get to know that they are
registered in different places, which can happen
because of domestic migration or if you change
yiovir house within the same clty.

‘What about security issues?

SYQ: We need Me, Sharma's help wo understand
this. The woter 1D card has only Ave details: your
name, your father's name or spouse’s name,
your address, your age, and howse number. All
this Is in the public dor aumywiy, sothis is not
private data which will get compromised
becise of the veter 1D being linked with
Aadhaar,

Linkdog voter 10 with Aadhaar can solve one
problem - itean eliminate duplication of
viotes, Tt A ol solve other lssues
because there are many which are beyond
[the seope of| technology. Those are lssues (o
clowith human ineegrity, Impartialiny, and
objectivity.

LS. SIARMA

except for suthentication. Aadhaar also has only
four pleces of information: name, age, gender,
and eommunieation address. It has the mobile
number and email address only i you want (o
share those, Andhaar does not know which
clitabiise it has been seeded with, Therefore,
there Is no question of any kind of compromise
Tof security] In any situation,

Activists had earller flagged the lssue of right
to privacy, Your comments?

RSS: [ don't think there s any connection
between privacy and the linking of Andhaar with
voter 108, How does the right to privacy, which
Is a fundamental right, get affected when we link
Aadhaar with voter D87 It is beyond my
comprehension,

SY0Q: 1 have o question in this regard for Mr,
Sharma, You had saic that ane detail that
Aacdhaar has and an electoral cord doesn't s a
person's telephone number, Now, If that numbser
Boes into the hands of a politclan, he can

er, he will
start sending me unsolbcited messages. To that
extent, is it invasion of privacy?

RSS: No, Sir. Becawse Andhanr may hive the
tebephone number, But [providing the|
tebephone m r Is optional, 1t is there to help
thie indivi It doesn't bedded in the
worer 10 . When you wo, you link
the Aachanr number, not the email address or
thie mabile number,

Lets talk about the National Electoral Roll
Purification and Authentication Programme,
Tt was started n 2005 but after that, Issues of
missing voters’ started surfacing in 2018,

SY(: The problem of missing volers has been a
perpetual one for the Voters can be missing

be deleted by a elerleal mistake, It can also be
deleted because of mischief by the
admirdstration, Whiatever be the reason, a
milssing voter from the list Is disenfranchised.
That is the biggest issue,

Thaough 1 has controlled all kinds of
Isises, the electoral roll s our solt underbelly,
which means that it is vulnerable o attacks and
mikstakes and that it is something we should
foeus on new. That ks why checking the eleeteral
rolls regularly (v ensure that one's name is on
the list) is a good idea,

So, can we say that in the current fraught
political situation over electoral rolls,
linking Aadhaar with voter IDs can ensure
transparency?

SYQ: 1 would not entirely agree with what you
Juest mow sadd beenuse deletion ean seill happen
due to various reasons, as | sakl: human error,
dishonesty, and deliberately too, because the
officer has been given instruetions by the wp
bosses to delete names because those ane
patentially hostile voters, This is Im||1w|1lnu.||1:l
should be dealt with by the ECL 1ean't advise
themn, but Lean as a senbor say that silence is not
am option, I there is any doubt in the people’s
minds, they have to clear it. The people want
hear the ECL. Mr. Sharma is defending Aadhanr
and | am defending voter 1Ds, but this has
limited value because we are retired officers.
Comments have tw come from the people who
are eurrently oocupying |u!1 positions,

I the context of the Aadhaar discussion, w
sy that voter rolls cannot be manipulited is not
true at all, There are serious allegations of voter
frawl. I officers are dishonest, even booth
capturing can happen. Earlier, it used to be the
ballot paper; now, it could be the machine,
There are allegations that (during an election),
pecple closed the polls at 4:00 pom. and then sat
in the polling booth and pressed the button. The
human element has become weaker and tha is
what needs o be handled.

RSS: Aadhaar cannot solve every problem under
the sun, It can solve one problem - it can
eliminate duplication of vistes, But it cannaot
stolbve other Issues because there are many which
are beyond [the scope of | technology, Those are
Issues to do with buman imtegrity, impartialicy,
and objectivity.

P m Ta lister ta the ull interdew

back-end technology that Asdhaar has becawse for different reasons. The first is that they have § Scan the code or go te the link
that would be oo expensive. Asdhaar has been RSS: Well, Andhaar does not contain any seeret chosen not tw register even though we go door E waew. thehindu.com
used o chean ¢ ol databuses, such as ar sensitive information except biometrics, o door asking them to do so. Second, their
the PAN (Permanent Account Number) database, which are kept offline and which are never wsed | name can get deleved by o computer ervor, It can
PICTURE OF THE WEEK
. A grand beginning
Manmohan Singh: An easy boss i "

with some mischievous humour

Ihl: former Prime

here is a simple way of knowing
T what world beaders are  like,
which Is to observe the demen-

nour of thelr statl, While sieting down for
imterviews with leaders, 1 have often been
more struck by how nervous or ill-tem:
pered thelr secretaries and advisers are
than by the leaders themselves who,
amd large, want o make & good i
slon. If those in the background are re-
lwxed and smiling, it indicates that the
lea Is easy-going. If the stafll are on
thelr toes, shilting ansdously as the inter-
view proceeds, it suggests that the leader
i imperious, 1 once sat through a partic:
ulurly diffieult imterview where the lead-
er's press adviser sat right behind him,
fixing me with a pleading stare, sweating
profusely every time [ asked o question
that the boss muy not have liked, and re.
peatedly trying to cut the interview short,
By that count, former Prime Minister
Manmaohan Singh, who passed sway List
week, was an extremely easy boss, 1 sel
dom saw anyone in his office in New Del-
hi's Seuth Block appear worried in his
presence, In 20080, when Dr, Singh wona
re-election after completing a full werm
frism 2004 first at that time
since Prin Inister Jawaharlal Nehr, 1
wis able vo test my theory on a number
of oecasiony. He granted me an interview
on the campalgn trall, to speak about his
initlatives with the 1S, and Pakistan,
charges of cormuption against his govern.
mierit, arid plans for the future, The 2000
win was particularly significant as he had
come through a heart bypass just months
ree the election, and in his interview,
e was clear that it would be his list elee-
tion (he didn’t contest in 2004), He also
gave the television chunnel [was werking
for (CNN-IBN) access to the Prime Minks-
ter's home to interview his wife, Gursha-
ran Kaur, and their daughters, Later, [als
so attended a ehildren’s day show where
Dr, Singh interacted with 60 children,
whao posed largely unscripted questions
o hibm, Ome of them asked, "Why do you
wear o blue turban?™ Another asked,

(4]

tinister did not m
lling to answer uncomfortable questic

a miuch of his rem:

“How do you feel when you are called a
weak Prime Minster?” One child was
scathing about India's education system,
saying "thousands of children are beg-
Bing on the streets”, Even when [ asked
D Singh about belng called & “puppet
Prime Minister" with then-Congress pre-
sident Sonia Gandhi holding the strings,
he replied with unerring politeness, and
with no interference from his advisers,

While his bearing was serious, Dr,
Singh wasn't above some mischlevous
bumowr, At a formal lunch he hosted for
a vislting dignitary, he was pressed e
peatedly about mising India’s climate
change commitm The guest pro-
ceeded to glve him a lecture onall the
new technology that the West was adopt-
Ing, Including in electric vehicles, Dr
Stngh listened polively, and whispered so-
mething to an ade. When the convoy ar-
rived to ferry the guest away, Dr. Singh
huanded him, not into the white Ambassa-
dor cars that were normally used, but in
o y Reva, the earliest Indian electrie
vehicle, with a slightly sardonic smile,
“Volr gussa per jaate hain (He drinks up
hils anger),” Mes, Kaur sald when | nsked
her why he never seemed o lose his coal,

D, Singh hael o remarkable career, bat
b it minke too much of it In fact, he
suppressed any reporter's instinet for
emotive copy. His family did the same,
telling me in an interview that his favou-
ritee food was laukd ka halwa and kead! cha-
wal (he was vegetarian) and that they
hadn't been on a holiday in decades. See.
ing the disippolntment on my face at
these slightly colourless responses for the
profile 1 was working on, his daughter
sabd, almost consplratorially, that 1
should ask him to sing, She disclosed that
e had sung to them as children, and had
aleo composed songs for his grandchil-
dhren as lullales, However, T never got my
wiish, When ©asked him at the children’s
chiy event to perform his favourite song,
he blushed amd quickly turned o his
wile, known for her kirtan singing, say-
g, “She Is much better than me",

suhasimbinifrshinadu.oo.in
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On Janwary 1, 2025, seers of the Sri Panchayati Atal Akhada made thelr fiest ‘royal entry, alio called Chavnl Pravesh, for the Maha Kumbh Mela at Sangam in Prayagra) in Uttar
Praclish. This madked th farmal start of the Maha Kumbh, a rellgous pllgamage that |6 celebrated four times aver o course of 12 yiars, i

FIFTY YEARS AGD JANUARY 3, 1975

Many British companies seek
govt. help

Landon, Jan, 2 The current financial crisks in
Burmah Ol Compary, Britain's third langest ol
wroup, harbingers sad tidings on the economic
front and the Labour Government bs earnestly
trying to bail out the ailing ofl ghant with a loan
equivalent to over Rs. 400 crores from the
Bank of England.

The company is also ane of Britain's oldest

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mw

with its roots in the colonial past. This week it
Jolns the lirge number of British companies
forced to come to Government For financial
help, The sther include the British Leyland,
thie nation's langest exporter, Alfred Herbert,
the country's biggest machine wol
manufacturer, Ferranti, the electronies group,
and Aston Martin, lecury car manufacturers,
who collapsed earlier this week,

On the London stock exchange there is a lot
of nervousness and the cliy ks buzing with all
sorts of rumours. Shares, onee regarded as the
Bluest of blue chips, have tumbled o their
lowest. Dealings in these shares were
suspended yesterday,

R | sen

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 3, 1825
Madras hunt
Lattice bridge
D 31.: Thils popular venue was chosen for the
last bunt of the year and once more provided a
goed morning's sport, The uswal jog o Boags
comer where hounds were put into the
casuarinas of the beft of the rides, An obliging
Jack came out of the paddy into cover to meet
them but did not stay to discusys matters and
quickly made off westwards near the ride just in
front of us,
1

MM
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The growth in India’s
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Number of

with high nitrate levels

insurance rates in the

textile exports from

sugar production from

para-athletes to

in groundwater

High nitrate levels
440 have been found in the

groundwater of 440
districts across India, with 20% of the
sampbes collected exceeding the
permissible nitrate concentration, the
Central Ground Water Board (CGWH) has
said In its report. e

vear 2024

April to October FY25

October to December

receive Arjuna Award

In per cent, Glabal

0 9 Insurance premiums fell

b last year as the market
becarme more cempetitive after years of
rate rises, Insurance broker Howden sald.
Insurers have raised rates in recent years In
response wars, natural catastrophes, and
inflationary pressures. meres

In per cent. India’s textiles and
apparel experts grew during the
April-Octaber period 1o $21.35
billlan. The outbound shipments from the
sector stood at 520 billion In the same
periad of the previous financlal year. The
Ready Made Garments category has the
largest share In total exports.

7

In per cent, Sugar production
fell to 95.40 lakh tanne in the

current marketing year that started in
Dctober, mainly due to a decline in autput
from Maharashtra. Only 493 mills were
operational as against 512 factaries In the
year-ago perod. s

17

first quarter of the angoing

In per cent. Double
Olyrnpic-medallist Manu Bhaker
and chess warld champilon 0.
Guhkesh were among the four winners of
the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna award,
An unprecedented 17 para-athbetes were
named in the list of Ajuna awardees. mi
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Sivagiri row: what is the outrage about?

Why did Kerala Chicf
and why do they comm

ster i

EXPLAINER

SM.Pravesn

The story so far:
erala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan used the inaugural
event of the 92nd Sivagir
pilgrimage at Varkala on
December 31, 2024, to slum what he saw
as attemps to appropriate social reformer
Sree Narayana Guru into the Sanatana
Dharmma fold. The CM also seconded
Shvagiri Madhom president Swamy
Sachithananda's opinion that the
regressive practice of making men
rermove their shirts before entering
temphes should be abandoned.

What happened?
Mr. Vijayan sought to equate Sanatana
Dharma to the principles of Varnashrama
Dharma which forms the bedrock of caste
divisions in society. In his opinion, the
atbempt to portray Sree Narayana Guru as
a champion of Sanatana Dharma ran
counter to the renaissance leader's
humanist message and his work o
eradicate casteist oppression. He said that
Sanatana Dharma, which commands the
patronage of the powers that be, has
resulted in the continuing oppression of
Dalits, backward classes and minorities in
rural areas of north India. The Bharatiya
Janata Party was quick to react with
former Union Minister V. Muraleedharan
accusing the CM of insulting Sanatana
Dharma in a manner similar to Tamil
Madin Deprity CM Udhayanidhi Stalin,
Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC) President K.Sudhakaran in a way
echoed the CM's words when he spoke at
Sivagiri. He said that attempts to tie down
thee Guru to Varnashrama Dharma have to
be resisted., However, Opposition Leader
VoD.Satheesan struck a discordant note,
objecting to the CM's equating of
Sanatana Dharma to Varnashrama
Dharriia. He accused the CM of
attempting to give the patent of Sanatana
Dharma, which is the collective tradition

arayi v

i

an's comments at the

pllgrimage seascn, at Viarkala on December 31.em
of all Indians, to the Sangh Parivar,

Why is Sivagiri Madhom important?
Sree Narayana Guru, who founded the
Sivagiri Madhom over a century ago, is
regarded as one of the foremaost social
reformers of Kerala, who played a key
robe in transforming a society steeped in
casteism and untouchability into a
progressive one with at least some levels
of equality. In 1888, decades before
temple entry movements and
proclamations which allowed the
oppressed castes entry into temphes,
Narayana Guru consecrated a Siva idol by
the Aruvippuram river, in an effort to
allow all castes to worship, When the
consecration by a non-Brahmin led o
opposition from various quarters, he
explained that the idol was that of
"Exhava Siva, not a Brahmin Siva",
referring to the Exhavas, an oppressed

augural event of the 92nd Sivagirt pilgrimage cause controversy? Who @
d such influence in Kerala? Has the BIP been making overtures within the Ezhava commur

s

Meed for referm: Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayl Vijayan at an event as pan of the 92nd Svagii

caste, Despite this statement which was
meant as a counter to specific
circumstances, Sree Narayana Guru
propounded the wider and inclusive 'One
Caste, One God, One Religion for

kind' philosophy. He established the
Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam
(SNDP Yogam) in 1903 for the educational
and soctal upliftment of oppressed castes,

N4

of India (Marxist)-led LDF, with part of the
votes going to the UDF, However, with the
BIPs aseendancy in 2014, the Sangh
Parivar has been making overtures to the
community, and by extension to Sivagiri,
as part of its larger strategy to make
inrands into Kerala, which has remained
electorally almost impenetrable to the BP
until recently. This has bed to the Left as
well as the Congress lunching a
counter-strategy to what they see as
attemmpts to appropriate Narayana Gun
and the Ezhava community into the larger
Hindutva fold.

After the recent Lok Sabha elections, in
which the LDF suffered a major defeat
and the BJP masde gains in beft
strangholds, the CPIM) attributed the
rightward drift in the backward-class
Exhava votes to the BJI as one of the
major factors in its defeat, SNDP Yogam
general secretary Vellappally Natesan
stated that the Ezhava community had
abandoned the LDF in the Lok Sabha
elections in protest against the
appeasement of minorities,

‘What is Sivagiri Madhom's stance?
The Shvagiri Madhom has always tried to
mainitain a considered, eqiddistant stanee
from all parties. At the annual Sivagiri
pilgrimage, leaders of parties from across
the political spectrum are accorded an
opportunity to address the pilgrims, In
recent years, Prime Minister Narendra
Modli, Home Minister Amit Shah,
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi have addressed the pilgrims, Even
as the SNDP Yogam hailed the
consecration uf the Raim temple, Swariy

A decade later, he woiild dusaﬁmudlt
rmrn th NDP Yogam, di d th

i
thn: representation of just the Exhavas,
Sivagiri, established by the Guru, is now a
major pilgrimage centre for Exhavas,

‘Why are political parties eager to
court the Sivagiri seers?

The Ezhava community, classified as an
Other Backward Caste constituting 2% of
Kerala's population, are considered as
traditional voters of the Communist Party

Sach la decided to stay away from
the Ayodhya consecration ceremaony. The
Madhom leadership has used its influence
to raise its voice against the "Brahmanical
dominance”™ in priesthood in major
temples, criticising the limiting of the post
of priests in major temples to the

Brahimin community. Aware of the
palitical heft of the community, the
Madhaorn has held its cards elose to its
chest, This stand is not expected to
change anytime soon.

the Sivagiri scers
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The Keraka CM sought to
equate Sanatana Dharma to
the principles of Vamashrama
Gharma which form the
bedrock of caste dividans in
sockety. In his opinion, the
attempt to portray Sree
Marsyana Guru as a champlon
of Sanatana Dharma ran
caunter to the renalssance
leader's humanist message.

-

SNDP Yogam general secretary
Wellappally Natesan stated that
the Ezhava community had
abandaned the LOF In the Lok
Sabha elections in protest
against the appeasement of
minarities.

-

The Sivagir Madham has
always tried to malntain a
considened, equidistant stance
from all parties, At the annual
Sivagin pilgrimage, leaders of
parties from across the political
spectrum are accorded an
appartunity 1o address the
pllgrims.

Why has Trump called the
Panama treaty ‘foolish’?

Naneeta

The story so far:
n December 22, 2024, Donald
Trump threatened to take
back the Panama canal, calli
the transfer treaty “foolish”,
Hee saldd, “Our Navy and Commerce have
been treated in a very unfair and
injudicious way....we will demand that the
Panama canal be returned to us, in full,
ard without question.” Panama's
President Jost Ragl Muline rejected
Trump's threat, and said, " want to
express precisely that every square metre
of the Panama canal and its adjacent arca
belong to Panama, and will continue to
belong to Panama.”

Why is Trump upset with Panama?
The first and major reason for the LS.
President-clect's upset is the high transit
fees applied on U5, vessels by the ACP

x »

N

1 responded?

(Panama Canal Authority). In 2023, Lakes
Gatun and Alhajuels experienced severe
drought affecting the shipping and
navigation of the canal as it relies on these
reservoirs to operate its locks. Therefore,
the ACP reduced the number of slots for
crossing ships by 36%. This led to the
increase in transit fees. The second cause
of worry has been the increased Chinese
presence in the Panama canal. In 2017,
Panama became the first Latin American
country to sign a Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) agreement, and ever since then,
Chinese investment has increased
significantly. Hutchison Ports PPC, a
subsidiary of a Hong Kong-hased
cormpany, operates
canal’s entrances, igni
Chinese influence on logistical operations
and surveillance over the LLS. Navy.

What is the US.-Panama treaty?
The Panama canal is an artificial

+? What are the treaties under which the canal was

S0-kilometre canal connecting Illc
Atlantic and Pacifi

comt, time and distance for i
shipping. The canal is crucial for

global supply chain, and 6% of maritime
world trade goes through it The canal
also symbaolises U.5.'s technological
prowess and economic power. It opened
in 1914 after the US. finished
construction, and was controlled by the
U, until December 31, 19499,

The canal was handed aver to Panama
in 1999 under the Torrijos-Carter Treaties,
The first, called the Panama Canal Treaty,
cancelled the Panama Canal Zone and
turmed the canal over to the T

‘What has been Panama's response?
Panama’s President José Radl Mulino has
rejected Mr. Trump's accusations. He
addressed the accusations by defending
the transit rates and elarifying the
concerns about external influence over
canal operations, He stated that the
transit rates are set according to
international standards and decided by a
procedure, He denied any invobement aof
external powers such as China or the
European community while emphasising
the impaortance of sovereignty for
Panamanians. He responded to Mr.
Trump's aceusation of Chinese soldiers
aperating the canal, saying, "There is not
asingle Chinese soldier in the canal, and
an the other hand, there will not be®.

‘What next?

The concerns over fee hikes and
aperations logistics will likely be
discussed diplomatically, despite Mr,
Trump's threats, While the might
attempt to influence Panama and
pressure the latter with renegotiations,
Panama will look for international
suppart to reafftrm its sovereignty. China
has also r ded to the accusations,

on December 31, 1999, Under the second,
the Permanent Neutrality Treaty, the
canul was declared neutral and open to
vessels of all nations. Under this treaty,

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning
saicl that the Panama canal was a great
creation for the Panamanian people and a
newtral passageway. He added that China

the U.5. has the right to defend the respects Panama's sovereignty.
of the eanal and hﬂ\l priority Vianeeti is a postgraduate student at
passage in military i Pomdicherry University.
- it
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The first and major reason for
the LS. President-elect's upset
Is the high transit fees applied
an U5, vessels by the ACP
(Panama Canal Autharity).

-

Panama's President José Radl
Mhulino refected Trump's
accusation. He stated that the
translt rates are set according
o International standards and
decided by o procedure.

-

China's Forelgn Minlstry
apokespeson Mao Ning said
that the Panama canal was
great creation for the
Panamanlan peaple and a
neutral passageway.
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H-1B visa flip-flop

Trump must convince hardliners that giving US access
to the world's best and brightest is essential to its future

FTERTHE INITIAL championing of the H-1Bvisa programme
by LIS President-elect Donald Trump and tech magnate Elon
A Musk, there has been some dialling down of support for the
scheme, In an interview with the New York Post, Trump had
described the programme as"a great system”, saying he was a bellever in
H-1B,and hlghllghu‘d its mleln filling critical gaps in the US workforce.
the backlash from Make Amer-
lca Great Again (MAGA) hardliners has seen some hackpcdalling with
Musk claiming the programme is “broken and needs reform” though he
lsn't abandoning it just yet, Instead, he has suggested the programme be
fixed by hiking the minimum salary under the schemeand an annual fee
e charged forvisa maintenance, The all-round confusion makes it clear
that we have not heard the last on the issue,
The very publicand heat 1 and H-1 b
ens to get ugly, which cannot bode well for Indla’s information technol-
ogy (IT) sector, While people such as Sriram Krishnan, adviser on artifi-
clal intelligence policy in the Trump administration, are in favour of
allowing more skilled immigrants into the US, others such as influencer
Laura Loomer are not, It is not clear to what extent Trump and his like-
minded colleagues, Musk, Ramaswamy et al would be willing to go to
defend the programme, The upshot of all this is that the Indian tech
lnduslrymuld?mw: towait longer before concluding that itis uutm‘lhu
woods, Experts have opined that Teump's views may have b
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@® NEW YEAR WISH
Alphabet Inc. CEO Sundar Pichai
In history, you don't always need to be first

y but you have to execute well and really be the
best in class...| think that's what 2025 is all about

BURDEN

WE NEED A TRANSPARENT SYSTEM THAT CURBS LITIGATION AND A QUICK RESOLUTION PROCESS

Reln in tax terrorism

HE UNIOM FINANCE miin-
Istry lssued a press release on
September 24, 2024, saying
the Supreme Court (5C) had
disposed of 573 direct tax
cases with tax effect of less than €5 crore
due to revised monetary limits for filing
appeals, Budget 2024-25 Increased the
minkmum monetary lmit for appeals
related to direct taxes, exclse and service
tax In Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(I'TAT), high courts{HC) and the SC to $60
lakh, ¥ 2 crore and ®5 crove, Consequently
the minkstry estimated 843 Income tax
(1-T) cases to b withdrawn from the SC,
2,781 cases from HCs, and 717 from the
ITAT — totalling 4,341 cases.
“Thissbgnificant milestone allgnswith
the government's efforts to reduce tax it
Igation and promote ease of dolng bush
ness,"the mlm acded, 'mlula.amod start

by the need to placate the technology industry which rallied behind him
during the presidential cam]mlgn.Tguy have polnted out that in the past
Trump hasnot been as positiveabout H-1Bvisas and during his fiest term,
had actually described them as *very bad" and “unfaie”, In fact, the “Buy
American, Hire American” executive order resulted in an increase in the

rejection and delays of H- 18 petitions.
Inthecurrent debate, Loomer | 1to Indian professionals, who
account for over 70% of H 1B \rlsu Issued, as "Ilw.uduru“ In turn,
A ging medi-

y has held ibleor'pr
oerity”, cltlng itas the reason why US flrms hived skilled workers from
other countries, IT firms would want the uncertainty over the policy to
end soon and a new one framed, If needed, To be sure,a wagc floor, at
higher than the lewvels,would and in some ways
hard to implement since the cost of living varles widely across the US,
Moreover, H-1B visa holders have a range of skills and are paid accord-
Ingly. The current system, of course, is not always fool-proof because
salaries for an individual can be lowered by misrepresenting the skills
ruqulrud for the Ioh or the nature of the role, Also, the charges for visa

vould make it more exp for firms to hire from over-
seas, But the short point is that companies might yet prefer to pay more
and recruit software englneers from overseas because they can ensure
that the persons are skilled, Trump and hi g band of ad must
convinee the MAGA lobby that giving the US access to the world's best
and brightest — who have throughout history contributed to its wealth
andl its culture — Is essential to its future,

A 'Made in China’ crisis
awaits big auto

WHEHN JAGUAR'S "COPY nothlng " brand reboot hitlate last year, one self-styled
car enthuslast replied on X: *What the actual hell Is this." Jaguar's response: "The
future. That remalns to be seen, But the ad, unfamiliar and unsettling, does at
least work as a portent of what's coming for the global auto industry.

laguar, a storled but struggling Britlsh beand owned by Indla's Tata Motors,
shred lts existing traditlons with a 30-second video long on po -faced modela I:ut
with no sign of an actual car. It all heralded a new directlon — high

. h:.wuuug
pending rlous fudicial farums,
The mongtary Imp'\c: of :he with
4

TY MOHANDAS PAI
S KRISHNAN

Respectivaly charman, Aarin Capitsl Partners,
anel tax earauiant

RISING TAX APPEALS

[

Appeals pending as on 1st April

Appeals disposed during the year
Closing numbaer of appeals

FY21 Fra2 FY23 FY24
458,015 466,836 496470 514484
Appeals instituted during the year 47,

40,951
L6436 HP6AT2 516484 549,062

752 104678 145273 14k064
73042 125259 111,506

posed of, showlng gross mismanage

maent of dispute resolutbon. The closing

al ge.:ls Increased from 4.65 lakh in
0-21to 5.49 lakh In 2023-24.0t Is

10,200
crore. According to latest rmclpl Budget
of July 2024, total I-T under dispute was
10,48 lakh crore as of 2022-23. The
withdrawal would be bess than 1% of the
total T under dispute, Thus, high-plich
assesaments beyond revised monetary
limits are significant,

ITunder dispute more than doubled
from €4.98 lakh crove in 2014-2015 to
1048 lakh crore In 2022-23, 50 much
for the promise of ellminating tax ter
rorlsm| Corporation tax (CT) disputes
Increased by L70% from €2.21 lakh
crore In 2014-2015 to €598 lakh crore
In 2022-23,CT In dispute for less than
five years s €5.63 lakh crore, which Is
940 of the total disputes. High-plteh
assessments have continued over the
past five years and litigatlon manage
mant has been very Ineffective,

The Central Board of Direct Taxes
[Llilm Actian Pan, 202415, provides

1s (see fabie), New
nppcalslnnlllulcd eachyear from 2020
21 to 2023-24 Is higher than ones dis

d that 5.80 lakh appeals are
pending. Appeals flled priorto April 1,
2022, that are pending as on April 1,
2024, are at around 3 lakh.

Tl helndl:mlax .\dmlnln:r'\th}nh\xm
far followed an

taxes almd}' pald, levying Incom:t
st

mvlngcl’ﬁ.'c: to Tpcal nnlm Mdl:alm

to Include nullified demands, Delay in
giving effect toappeal orders resulted In
delayed lssue of refunds; ITD had to
refund the inflated demands collected
.\loug mth Immut unsler‘iu Ahed 1T

Act,lb and

resulting In a huge backlog of cases unsl
unprecedented tax terrorism, Tax dis
putes arlse for multiple reasons, The 1-T
department unnecessarlly pursues
appeals at all levels, regardless of out
come, since there bs no penalty on of i
cars for frivelous ltigation. Alse, bad
drafting of tax laws lead to varled Inter

retations, HCs provide divergent opin

ons on the lssue, creating confusion.
The judiclary also s unable to address a
high volume of pending appeals.

An inefficlent/ineffective taxadmin
Istration also contributes to litigation,
The Comptroller and Awditor General's
report 14 of 2024, titled "Specific Com
pliance Audit on t)utnla::ding Demand
on Incomie Tax Assesses”, states, “Audit
nomc:l Inatancca of exaggerated tax

hardships to assessees, Audit observed
delays of up to seven years in giving
effect to appeal orders by different

St antehrkdng velely 1l

P
awalting orders for over 11 years" [t a
damning comment, but our finance
minisery seems unmeoved,

To stop repeat litlgation on similar
Insues, the Finance Act, 2023, Inserted a
new mnm: 15848, Itpmvldon that.\

f hlgh-r

officlals todefer ltlgation,

The CBOT should extend the dispute
resolution panel (DRF) process, beyond
cases Involving transfer pricing, to
resolve at the first appeal level ltself. A
DRP I8 a collegium comprising three
cnmmwonmm’l Twitha nunshm o

niner

wemmomshmlslut[mn:lycmlc ade
quate collegla to reduce the appeals
|:eru1mg with the cnmmlxxl.onm of

[Crria). num
monm:ylimlr»arem forfiling appeals
Ibefore the ITAT, HCs and the 5C,a maxi
rrum thme lmit of two years should be
setfordlsposing of appeals before CITIA)
beyond which appeals should be deemed
In favour of taxpayers, For appeals at
higher levels, the CRIT should settle all
cases pending at the ITAT In two years
and those pending with courts In the
next three years, Officlals with repeated
fallures in appeals should be punished
forwasting public funds,

The CBIT should Increase the minl
rmum monetary lmit for filing appeals
I the ITAT, HCs, and the 5C o €5 crore,
20 crore, and 100 crore to honour
court judgments,On settlement of cases
by courts In favour of the taxpayer, the
Clllrrnhnulslwlthdrwall.\prmlsIn.my
pending bject
matter within two months, as recom
manded by the Tax Administration Re
form Commission headed by Partha
sarathi Shome, The CBDT should also
Imstruct efficlals to not litigate on mat
ters that are dechded by the SC in favour
of m:r taxpayer, Officlals should be
penallsed for falling to follow this.

el has a Falled system

declde and Intimate the cammlssionee
orprincipal not to file an

and adel.md |-us:ico syitem., We noeda

appeal if any question of law for a tax
payer for any year Is already ralsed in
his/her case or in case of any other tax
payer for any year, which s pending
before the jurlsdictional HC/SC, This
new provision s infructuous til a requl

Ingeredit for

alte colleglum bs formed to advise tax

rcduocrllllgatmn.nnd aquick resolution
process. Only then will the promise to
aliminate *tax terrorism”, overhaul dis
pute resolution mechanksms, provide a
non-adversarialand conducive tax envi
ronment by the Bharatiya [anata Party
Im its 2014 manifesto, be fulfilled.

Lessons from Manmohan Singh

Singh, as an RBI governor living through the permissive
1980s, understood the value of fiscal conservatism and
implemented it as finance minister

ASHIMA GOYAL

hy Emeritus professer, india Gardhl nstitute
aof Development Research, Mumbal

IN ADDITIONTO to his lnvaluable contrl judicial Instivutbons of necessity for coo Ital account convertibility and had to rev
I:u'tlnns M.annmlun ‘Glngh has Ief‘:*\ow nomic expertise did yleld results. erse lis Itl:mahcnaerhmfﬂ:w!:lal
o

ernor lving through the permissive
19800k, undom:oodlhemluedﬂnc.ﬂ con

vehleles — with a concept, the Type 00 led in Miami shortly et

hhls ‘While Singh's credentlals as a liber crlses. They al clepen
allser are justly celebrated, the fourth dmtanpmnlmr.‘dmu!rcmmlnnkhu, mlnlnmlmmmnhnmonpmd

well as his Ml.cyauommnnd Nlurcs.

It'sa timae for radical moves Inautos, Just before the Tyy ling, ol
thal'hnth»tellamla‘ hilef Ive and Nmn tor's 11 I .\I:rumly
deg Afew weeks before, Vall dtl fyunthink
able: Closingaute plants In Germany (it Ia:er.mrmd withunlons to Imptl\emmm:
but reduce :ap.i:lt}'}.n lietle carlier, Ford Motor touted what felt like its milllonth
plvot on EVs. Not to by General d ot Last yearwith a trifecta:
ASS5 bllllon write-down In thna :hw.\lc nﬂm:al«:in1U\hann¢y!’u:ory|:m|cﬂ.
and the sudds fits {arm, Crubse,
‘The Industry has been hit by not one but Chinese
and electrification,
Inan echo of how China upended the solar panel Industry, it has bullt a stag:
gering amount of auto manufacturing capacity, encugh to make more than 50
illi hicles, of all types,a year, Relatedly, China h detself the
EV heartland, accounting for two-thirds of worldwide
sales last yurau:l maore than 909 of the growth. Even
then, domestic sales of 11,2 million EVs equate to anly
about halfof what can be produced there, Chinaalso dom
Inates the underlylng supply chain,

For the legacy auto Industry, electrification Is hard
enough. Dolng |t while thelr existing businesses In China
unravel Nsl::gchh:mcxponmﬂh:lml\cdrmlmrmarkﬂu.
all while Chinese f: and suppll

urklcr ppreckated lesson bs the subtlety Asecond e, period

f Inclia’s liberal glmmnhmamranlnnhl doubledeval of the 2000s, and even more after the

Islng reforms. 'lhcyfollmm!a gr.ldu.\list uathon, and largely l'ol!nwcd Lluco 1‘he global financlal erlsls. Ax money was
. hasvark

humility, and simplicity, Ited
his post, Lesson one thus s that decency

plus ability gets results, deaplte views to path carefully lald out by of S pumped Into agriculiure without relley
the contrary. [tgwehlmrhn s experts with India’s I b ot -l I u[1h|n[ gauppl fi SIE
thes he wanted to serv and neads, A ! der the tained at double digits, Rural wages rose

Withhssharpintellectand deey
rlence within the system, he understood
whatwas feasible. While he did notwaste — forebgn direct and equity flows and the  volatilitywhile preventing real misalign
his time tilting at windmills, he showed — least for short-term debt, manlwlkwtpalnmlaam

Yt il ™ Platl
::::moﬂuu Courage and pcrslmn:ein ; t recapy One of the lessons g or Inflation
:amumm"wan:loa:lnhla famous Budget ‘marketsize.As a tesult cap for the government Letting the currency freely The lessons for the government today
speech. While we can wish he had done ital flows rose, along with today is the domccme can cause real .\mMimwlamol’lmpmww
vee of exch ment fi d thrmses 3 lhey

of capltal account convert
ibility, where liberalisation was maore for

mla"mlsldlomy between fleed and
free-floating exchange rates reduced

a0 sharply that there was unprecedentad
growth In real wages. But inflation soon
spolled the party as monetary tightening
lowered growth, In a populous country,
rising agricultural productivity s a pre

mote, especlally in his second teem as the deepening ‘of the dom 5

Frime Minlster, there were the compul astlemarket, Thus,diversity :hmugh lllfl.illnll which ks g lal supply-

lonsof acoalith andaviti increased but volatility was h‘l‘-‘fW'“ﬂ its less desirable than nominal ! Larg fi

ated nathonal atmosphere, contalned. This approach finances during exchange mieappreciation. low-income women will further increase
The Indlan voter seems to have learnt saved Indla from splllovers good times This has sometimes helped demand for a diversifled food basket,

this lesson and has largely voted stable
governmaents slnce, both at the Centreand

during the East Aslan crises
or the large interest rate

manage Inflation In an
economy dependant on ol

Seates, therefore, must first lmprove veg:
etable supply chalns and remove barrlers

EVsalready, Isthe seuff of erisls, o
UAM Now, enter politics, No major power can sit back and
b Ind | 1

DENNING . Sty

In st hile keeping competitionalive  volatlity that Indonesla experlenced dur Imports. All emerging market central 1o private participation in marketing,
and often punlahlug non-performance. mu:lmapcrw!:r v I} banks hold | which Stroke-of-the-pen reforms are easy,
The lesson for ts Is that histica | { PP, I:-nmosu: nn|:|1|y slde reforms, where

I 1 . Ived, ave not, UPA- [ sulfered

'\thnugh nlolmry I m.'n!e mel’eanlhle. tl.nn ol'ournurlwlx,:‘ln:hlupa:hlrmardn reducing risk mm;!l.\.ﬂm I

Imparts froma country that has bullt massive cap
Blacmbarg the back of Its own strategic policies and subsidies. The US
hasalready thrown up barrlers to Chinese EV imports that
will almost certalnly rise under the incoming administration of President-elect
Donald Trump, Europe's positlon ls more complicated given stronger trade links
with Chinaand the German automalers' thes to the country., Yet even Europeralsed
tariifs on Chinese EVs Last year,

Protectionism comes at a cost, however. Ford and GM have retreated from
much of the world already to fortress America, where thelr profits rest over
whelmingly on serving the local — and, by global tastes, unusual — appetite for
phekup trucks and large SUVs, Thelr forays Into EVs and automated delving have
Ieen slow and spotty oroutelght abartive, Trump's super-charged pratectionism
and likely easing of fuel-economy standards will offer some respite (albelt not
without some pain). But itwon't change some basic realithes. The US bs a large, rel
atbvely high-margin market, but It Is also mature, The post-pandemic surge in
average transaction prices toalmost $50,000 ha.\sxumwﬂmlrownue growth even
as unit sales fatline, But vehlel hip costs, | cing and Insur.
ance,are reaching a natural lmit.

Elo:mnnnnn.lad I:z l:h_lnnlaeimngr.lmumm. I al;m changlng the uj:‘ﬂn‘r!yllug

ity rosld. il plexand J,clomant: theengine.

F'u"supon:ltha: H.mor)' del casily Lt '\k:\d:l.ug
weof FVsbend e b, g il

d challenge toauto ind Wl forcecost

cultl.ug mergers — and all the political wrangling, labour unrest, .\n&ltr.:del’rl:tkm
this entalls, The future has started already,

I with Singhat the helm, understood these because they opted for stimulus without

Many of the corruption all doma will rise, even as forel al Lsawses I thee 1990, while textbook froe ﬂm:lwh:gdomc:th:Impc:linwnmm
durlug:heaomd lcuureof:heunlml appma:}mana:uralahmnd’abom 100 marketers still do not, thelmy retain
Frog PA) d out m indeep domeuu: m.\rkc:a which will be As the controller of capital lauuom.u ing mdopcndcnce from c:lcmal :n.'a
be done. But theyor | able abolished, the Securities and

mu:h dls:rﬂl.on mremur:e.\llncmh:n. Thus, our palicymakers understood Board of Indla was set up. It was well Interests want to prlmlllao reforms to
tven, fi

inguptheirvalue. ging market risks better than the ch d that liberallsation meant attract apital. But dolng so
\yxtemic Improvements and a better | y Fund, whicl smmartly regulated, not free, markets, without first releasing key domaestic con-
understanding among regulatory and — inthe 1990 pushing stronghy forfull cap Slggh, as a Reserve Bank of India gov straints can be dangerous,

THE EDITOR
Growth forall?
Apropos of "No cause for alarm®

(FE, January 1), the current phase in
rewth cwes to inflation on the one

companies, Law: and middle-income
families are strugghing to cope with
rising Insurance costs, Statistics reveal
that governmant insurers reject only
ane claim out of every 500, whereas

production, and most econamic
woes, [tis time to treat the cause
rather than just dressing the wound,
—AG Ragmohan, Anantapur

Health insurance woes

mostly to meet inevitable medical
expansas rather than avalling the
comiort o lusury goods, The scene is
marked by sccumulating wealth in the
hands of a miniscule section, leaving

nel and declining unlwaguan the the vast majority with day-to-day Private COMPanies rejact one in evary
ather hand, T velihcod plights, The country The govemnmant is under constant 35 claims, Furtharmare, governmant
remaining stag ntfar i leng time produces bilkonaires on the one hand pressura to recuce the geods and mgulnors have been inefective in
compals the wag ming class to and pravides a free ration of 5 kg of services tax (GST) on health g the issue.

bt the GST Council has been
dodging the issue, This is largely due
to the influence of pawerful private

keep tightening their bek, leaving |ess
scope for saving or securing loans,
Evan the use of credit cards must ba

rice for 81 crore pecple on the other.
This remains the basic reason far the
prablems in the sphare of demands,

—Amnr]m Kumar, Hazaribagh

@Write 1o us ot falettersespressinda.com

Repd. Na: DL -21068,/03-05, R.N.1, No. 26750/ 74, Printed and Published by R.C. Malhatra an behalf of The indian Express (P Ltd and printed at The indian Express (7] Ltd Press, A-8, Sector-7, Nesda - 201301 anﬂpublllhoda\ The Indian Exprass (F] Ltd, Mezzanine Flacr, Exprass Building, # & 10, Bahadur Shah Zalar
Marg, New Calhi-130002. Phone; 0330-6653 500, (Caver price: Patna; !Ii ﬂalnur 212 Srinagar €15) Chairman of the Board; \'Mr‘mennka Ldlluf. 5hymnl Hajuimsdar, Eﬂl:er[:ulhl shobhana 5ummmnn r‘lolpannblu Tt salection of Naws undar the PREAct) DCopyright: Tha indan Exgress (7] L

wd. Rapraduction in any herwise,
e W %

pre—— Y T

in part, withaut p is prahibited, The
financialeyn enacein - 4 ik 4 P AL




Friday, January 3, 2025
DELHY

THE HINDU

Text&Context

IN THE LIMELIGHT

Finding the spirit of
Bengaluru in Kannada cinema

Films from several decades have interpreted Bengaluru in different ways, However, with the emergence of the

pan-ndia movement, stories set in Bengaluru have been few and far in Kannada cinema since the last decade

Vivek MV

n Haiyaraja’s melody “Naguva
l nayana' from Mani Ratnam's

debut Pallavi Anu Pallavi, we see

visuals of the iconic landmarks of
Bengalury (then Bangalore). The lead pai
in the 1983 Kannada hlm, essayed by Anil
Kapoor and Kiran Vairale, stroll on the
MG Road and spend their evening in
Cubbon Park. Incidentally, Balu
Mahendra, the cinematographer of Pallavi
Anu Pallavi, had made his directorial
debut with Kokila (1977), a film set in
Bengaluru. The legendary filmmaker had
a special love for the city, with several of
his films having scenes showcasing a large
boulder inside Cubbon Park.

For decades together, films have given
the city an identity of a recreational hub
for outsiders. Bengahinu's iconic places
have inspired filmmakers to imagine
staries and songs set in and around them.

In the early 1990s, the Vidhana
Soudha — an architectural marvel that
houses the state’s secretariat and
legislature — was a favourite destination
for Bollywood songs. In Coolie NodJ (1995),
the song Main toh raste se ja raha tha' has
Govinda and Karisma Kapoor dancing on
the steps of the Vidhana Soudha.

In Vijaypath (1994), Tabu and Ajay Devgn
shake a leg in fromt of the stumning
building. Even in a much more serious
story like Utsav Gonwar's indie Kannada
movie Photo — which talks about the
migrant exodus during the pandemic — a
10-year-old from Raichur goes to
Bengaluru to click a photo in front of the
Vidhana Soudha.

Even Anjali Menon's hit Bangalore
Duays (2004) showcases Bengaluru as an
exotic destination. The film, powered by
an ensemble cast (Fahadh Faasil, Dulguer
Salmaan, Nazriya Nazim, Nivin Pauly, and
Parvathi Thiruvothu), continues to
resomate with the city’s burgeoning
population of Malayalis, who move to
Bengalury for employment opportunities
and discover a home away from home.

The glamour and the underbelly
However, 2 local, middle-class
Bengalurean watching the flm today
might find Bangalore Days not so
relatable, for he or she grew upina
different cultural ethnicity. In that sense,
Roopa Rao's Gantumoote (3019 isa
beautiful ode to the good old, laidback
charm of the Bengaluru of the 90s. The
coming-of-age story of a high-school
teenager is a nostalgic trip to the dty's
quiet gems, such as the Gty Central
Library and the BMTC bus stops that
doubled up as meet-up spots for lovers.

Apart from Gartumoote, another film
which had Bengaluru as an important
character in its story was Pawan
Kumar’s U Turn (2016). Based on an
incident that takes place on the Double
Road fiyover, the film addressed the perils
of taking illegal U-turns to avoid one of
the city’s biggest problems: traffic.

Some evergreen songs address the
rapid growth of Bengaluru, but it's
surprising how the city’s evolution hasn't
interested Kannada filmmakers to make
relevant social dramas. In Nagathihalli
Chandrashekhar's classic America
America (1997), the song *Hegide nam
desha’ takes a dig at the city's traffic
menace and compares the BDA site rates

I:uhhon park In Bengaluri. SUDHASARA 1K

to something higher than the Empire
State Building in the US.

The legendary § Siddalingaiah locked
at Bengaluru from the point of view of a
rural Kannadiga migrant. In Mayor
Muthanna (1969), an honest villager (Dr.
Rajkumar) moves to the city, and
circumstances lead him to be a mayor of
Bengaluru. His Doorada Betta (1973),
starring Rajlurnar again, shows a rural
man’s challenge of adjusting to the big
and glamorous city. Even in the

director’s Baa Nenna Preethisu (1992), the
song "Kempegowdre” is the protagonist’s
comversation with the historical figure
who founded the town, in which a line
compares the city's growth to Hanuman's
tail.

The idea of a rural Kannadiga getting
lost in the city is seen even in the
film Lacchava, which was part of Katha
Sangama (2019), an anthology. In the
heart-warming film, a woman from a

town in north Kamataka wanders an the

streets of Bengaluru without any clue how
to get back home as she confuses
Banaswadi with Basavanagudi. The film
rings true as a South Bengalurean might
feel alienated in a deserted Whitefield
area, known for its less local population.

In the 2000s, gullible rural men in
Kannada films began to get caught in the
web of the Bengaluru underworld,
starting with Prem’s blockbuster fogi
(2004). Here Shivarajkumar plays an
innocent villager who comes to Bengaliru
to earn enough money to buy his mother
a pair of gold bangles. However, a series
of events lead to him become a feared
don.

Suri’s neo-noir films (ackie, Kaddipudi}
are set against Bengaluru's dark
underbelly. He debuted
with Dumive (2007), in which an innocent
man in a stone guarry moves to the city to
make money and build a memarial for his
mother. Destiny lands him in Srirampura,
once home to dreaded gangsters and
organised crimes. For a while,
Bengalurw's underworld history became a
hot topic in Sandahaood, thanks mainly to
Agni Sreedhar’s three-part book
Dadagiriya Dinagalu (My Days in
Underworld: Rise of Bangalore Mafia), Aa
Dinagalu (2007), based on Sreedhar’s
books, was a gripping reflection of
Bengaluru in the 1980s when gangsters
such as M.P. Jayaraj and Kotwal
Ramachandra ruled the city’s

underworld. Edegarike (2012), based on
Sreedhar’s story of the same name, was
another wellmade gangster ilm. Helped
by proper world-building, these films
were a reflection of the city in that period.

The need to capture the city again
Kannada films today lack the spirit of
Bengaluru. The topics of mass migration,
start-up culture, and infrastructure issues
«can make for pertinent social dramas if
only the ilmmakers are capable of
weaving engaging stories around them.
The best atternpt at that was Chilli
Chicken (2023). The film was a
compassionate take on migrant life in the
city without insulting the locals

Perhaps something changed in the
Kannada film industry after the
humungous success of Yogaraj Bhat's
Mungaru Male (2006) and Gaalipata
(2008). In both films, a Bengaluru-based
protagonist (Ganesh) moves out of the
city to a picturesgue town to find love.

In Gaalipata, the hero talks about being
bored with the city’s high-rise buildings,
nightlife, and trathe and urges his friend
to plan a trip to an exotic place. Both films
spurred a series of visually appealing
movies, proving how filmmakers had
overlooked Bengalury in their attempt to
find never-before-seen locations across
Karnataka.

In the era of pan-Indian movies and
period dramas, a Bengalurn-centric film
looks distant. Sindhu Sreenivasa
Murthy's Aachar & Co (2023) was a
welenme change. The gentle drama
depicted the life of an orthodox family in
Javanagar in the 70s. In a hilarious scene,
a girl refuses to marry a guy because he
lives in Kamanahalli, which came under
Bengaluru's cautskirts back then. Today,
Javanagar to Kamarahalli is an hour away
by vehicle, traffic permitting?

The ongoing tussle between Hindi and
Kannada in Bengalur can make an
interesting idea for Almmakers wanting to
show the city from today's perspective.
It's an age-old conflict, described
beautifully by one scene in Professor
Huchuraya (1574), where the
Kannada-speaking protagomist asks for
what's written on a board in Bengaluru,
and he gets replies in Malayalam, Telugu,
and Tamil.

The cosmopolitan city has never had a
single identity. The beauty of Bengalury
lies in many worlds, and a lot is yet to be
explored on the big screen.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers ta
dailyquizFthehindu eain

Manu Bhaker, D. Gukesh, Harmanpreet Singh and Praveen Kumar have been named as
recipients of this year’s Khel Ratna Award. Here is a quiz on the award, and it's awardees

Sindhu Nagaraj

e

QUESTION 1

Here is & very simple ane. The
award officially goes by what
name?

h

QUESTION 2

Mow, the award is officially
named after a former
sportspersan {answer to Q1].
What was it called befare? in
which year was it changed?

[ 9

QUESTION 3

Who was the first reciplent of the
award, in 1991-937 In 2001, then
aged 18, who bacams the
youngest reciplent of the award?

[ 9
QUESTION &
khel Ratna Award & cansidered
cM
K

a5 India's highest sporting
honouwr. Which comes next?
[N

QUESTION §

Following an announcement, in
August 2015, a PIL was filed in
the Karnataka High Caurt by
Paralyrnpic athlete Giricha
Hagarajegowda, wha mentioned
that his performance was
ignored by the comenittes. He
claimed to be a top contender
for the award with 30 paints,
g to his silver
medal-winning act at the 2012
Summmer Paralympics in the
Men's High Jump F42 event. He
wasn't awarded the medal,
thaugh. Who gat it instead?

(%

QUESTION & n
Haw many cricket players have
recelved the award till now?

»

Wisual question:
Identify this awardes,

Questhons and Answers to the previous day's
daily quiz: 1. The Motre-Dame de Paris is an
exanmple of this style of architecture, Ans: French
Gothie

2. Authorities commissioned restoration wark on
the Notre-Dame de Paris after this 1831 event.
Ans: Victor Hugo published The Hunchback of
Natre-Darié

3, The term ‘cathedral’ comes from cathedra, a
characteristically raisad throne reserved for the
______ . Ans: Bishop

4. Between the 14th century and 1766, the only
clocks at the Notre-Dame de Paris were in the
form of two __ _. Ans: Clepsydras

5. Uintil Mowvern , the Notre-Dame de Paris
belonged to the Cathalic Church, but this event
maved Iis ownership to the state of France in that
wear, Ans: French Revelution

Wisual: This mythologcal bird was associated with
witches and il cmen, Ans: Strix (or Le Stryge)
Early Birds: Adya Upasana Routray| Siddhartha
Wiswanathan| Senali Das| Anil Warrier] Tita
Shiladitya

»
wre

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
5. Upendran

“I dropped the VCR this morning™

“Dropped the VCR! Good grief! Wheat
did your father do? Read you the Riot
Act?”

"Read the Riot Act? What does it
mean?”

"When you read someone the Riot Act,
you give that person a strong waming or
scolding. For example, when the players
came late for practice, the coach read
them the Riot Act.”

"My chemistry teacher does that all the
time. Whenever we spill acid on the table,
Ie reads us the Riot Act.”

"Good for you. You should be careful
when dealing with acid, you know. And
till you learn to be..”

... look, if you're going to give me a
lecture, give me one on ‘until’ and . Is
there any difference between the two?”

“Well, many people think that 'till’ is a
contracted form of "until’. It is not. They
are two different words, Both *till’ and
“until’ have the same meaning. One of the
meanings of the two words is "upto the
time of”. | have been given time till next
week to submit the assignment. I could
alsu

.1 ha’uE been given time until next
mel: to submit the assignment.”

"But when used in a negative
construction, ‘till" and “until’ mean
‘before’. The | package is not expected till
this evening. Or, the package is not
expected until this evening.”

"So, what you're saying is that both
words have the same meaning”

"That's correct. They are often used
interchangeably. But some people think
that *until’ is a bit more formal than ‘6ll".
And there are some who prefer to use
‘umtil' at the beginning of a sentence and
“till" in the middle”

"Ts it wromg to say, "Till | saw her, |
didn't know what love was™?”

“Ahal You've let the cat out of the bag.
Wh is the girl?”

“There is no girl. Tell me, is the
sentence acceptable?"

“0f course, it’s acoeptable. Now, about
this girl.."

“... there is no girl. How did the
expression ‘let the cat out of the bag'
come into being?™

"D you know what it means?"

“0f course, 1 do. It means to let out the
secret. Sohan let the cat out of the bag
when he said he was planning tw buy a
ring before meeting Radha this evening "

"Good example”

“Thanks. But how did the expression
come into being?™

"1t goes back to the medieval days
when pigs were sold in open markets and
fairs.”

"We're not interested in pigs, but cats"

"I'm coming to that. Since the seller
didn't like the pigs running around
everywhere, he used to put each pigina
sack and tie it up. Sometimes, instead of a
pig, he would put a big cat inside the sack
or bag"

“And if the customer didn't check what
was in the bag, he ended up buying a cat
instead of a pig?"

“Exactly. When the customer opened
the bag at home, the truth was revealed ™

“The cat was out of the bag!™

Published in The Hindu on August 9,
1954,

Word of the day

anlnlerestfollowed with exaggerated zeal
SYNONYIMS: eraze, eult, furer, rage

Usage: fame, fashion i about being
, ot the latest craze o fod,

Pronunciation: newsthlive/fadprs

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jeq

For feedback and suggestions. far
Text & Context, please write to
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Anapology without
accountability

s ot known what promped Manipur Chief Minister
Firen Singh to issue an apology for “what happened
e state.” He said he wanted oappeal “toall commue
nities to forgive and forget our past mistakes and start life
afresh by living togetherina peaceful and prosperous Ma-
nipue” Temay have been a New Year message without much
meaning, and muy be taken as too little, too late, There is
nie hint i e that Biven Singh has owned responsibilicy for
what happened in the state in the last about two years, He
sl hee wanted 1o express regren, but regret and remorse
are different. An apology without remorse is a hollow
gestire, especially whei it is made firom a public office. A
person holding a public office is responsible for the acts of
coimmission and omission in that office. 1t is not a person-
al forgive-and-forget issue involving two individials,
Biren Singh is a part of the problem in Manipur because
e identified with the Meitei rummunlry whose conflict
with the Kulds is at the root of the situation. He has made
wrunumld most unconvineing explanations about the
issue, In polities, and in government, be has lost the sup-
port af his own legislators and coalition partners. In such
a setting, an apology from him does not carry credibiling
The annual report for 2024 issued
Ty the Union Home Ministry last
weekalso did not rightly address or
present the siouation in Manip
mentioned the despatch of forces
and equipment, financial support,
engagement with state officials,
and Home Minister Amit Shah's
wisit to the seate as measures taken
toend the strife and conflict. These
have not helped, and the sivuation
has only gone from bad to worse
aver the months, Prime Mumlc‘ Nuum:lru Mu:lu‘afmlur:
tovisittl 1 the whsago, that

Biren Singh's

(M expression of
regret on
violence in

Manipurisnotan
acceptance of
responsibility

COMMENT

STATE OF SPENDING

Union govt, not states,
must fixits finances

Thestates need only to
ensure that their fiscal
deficits are kept under 8%
ofthe GSDP

SUBHASH CHANDRA GARG

n its annal repont ‘State Finances:
lASnutyuH!udmw!Nﬂ-?S‘pub—
lished lnst month, the Reserve Bank
ol India (RBI) gradgingly called the
improvement in ‘post pandemic state
Tinances" commendable”, Sill, the RBI
olferec] the statesa bong listof advice for
armaining ‘durable fiscal consolidation’,
The firstarea of coneern the RELun-
Inclplentstressir
rise in expendituineon subsidies, driven
by farm loan waivers, free/subsidised
services (like electricity to agriculture
and houscholds, transport, gas cylin:
:Iﬂ\} m!(l easl mﬁ-n o farmers,
dwomen’. Many sti
ments have launchied new cash trans-
fer schemes, Most free/subsidised
I Troobios) i |

Whatis thastate of the states’ firane-
eu? I8 their fiscal consolidation under
threat? Do they anew fiscal con:
solidation rondmap? The RBI report
confirms that states’ aggregate Nscal
deficit has been below 1"&-n{|hr (-DI‘

2016, th sl
deficitwas 3.1% andin 20062017 itwas
3.5%; still, these two were within the
enhanced ceilingof 3.5%,

Only in 2020-2021, when the GDP
contracted, i revenues slumped and

lion ata CAGR of 9.47%. The expendi-
ture on subsidics grew two-and-a-hall
times,

The developmental and non-devel-
opmentalexpenditures, which inelude
subsiclies, recorded a lower CAGR of
BB3% and 8.94%, respectively, during
this period, ltis the remalning category
of *others' (which includes ransfers 1o
local bodses and repayment of Union
government loans) which recorded
o higher CAGR of 15.23%. Surcly, the
states kept their subsicies within the
larger expenditure leash.

The performance of individual
states, haowever, differed, Some states
recorded avery high CAGR, like T
Nadu (S8,85%) and Andhra Pradesh

(SB09%). Some could keep subsidy
expenditures stagnant, like Haryana
(2.20%). Even fescally-stressed states
sueceeded in puttingasqueeze on sub-
siddies, ke Punjab (10.84%) and Rajost
han (4, 58%).

The math!ng in lllr 'mm-q ag-

the [I'lnmlmlm'l'llnlulluum ﬁuuldm“
o, 1

normaley wasbeing restored there by the st nent
with support from the Centre, would stand out as proof of
the unconcern and misrepresentation of the situation at
the highest level,

An apology would not undo the damage that has been
done, Even after the apology, Biren Singh blamed past
Congress governments for the present situation in Ma-
nipur. There were also incidents after that, includi
militant attack in West lmphal, Manipur is now divided
into two geographical, political, and psychological parts
with no effective interaction between them, There is no
trust beft in the state government or the chief minister, 1f
the apology should have any meaning, itshould come with
the acceptance of responsibility for what is apologised for,
and action based on it In a democracy, accountability is of
UtmMOost impareance.

Missing marks cards
leave careersin peril

In mduyal‘-\xl paced wor Id w]lmnmcu-uhc essence for

younggrad . Irsue
higher education, |l is alarming that universities fil to
provide something as fundamental as an authenticated
marks card in a timely manner. This is the predicament
Taced by many students across Karnataka, who, despite
completing their degrees nearly two years ago, are waiting
Tor their final validated academic certificates, The problem
stems from the adoption of the Unified University College
Management System (UUCMS) under the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) which stipulates new security features
Tor the marks cards. While UUCMS aims to integrate the
Tunctioning of all public universities in the state = from
admission to assessment - the ambitious overhaul has left
students stranded without theirofficial documents.
Viee-chancellors of the affected universities ateribute the
lelay tobegal issues, but the government’s slow response to
these hnmlmlsmmcumhlu.giwntlmdll\ulmmcl onthe
Tutureof Inthe onlyis:
sulngeranseriprsofthe markswhicharenot helpful without
proper authentication. This lnck of verified documents has
Tefe many graduates unable wapply
for jobs, further studies or compet-
itive exsminations, thwarting their
careerandacademicambitions. The
dlelays eatise a lot more than minor
inconvenienee; they have the po-
tential to derail entire carcer paths.
Iy, gracluates who have been
waiting for so long are left with the
constant worry of kst time, missed
opportunities, and an uncertain fu-
ture, The absence of authenticated
marks cards places an unnecesary
barrier hetween them and the next phase of their lives.
“The failure to ksswe marks cards is a glaring example of
the inability of universities to fulfill basic administrative re-
sponsibilivies, eroding theircred ibility, Repeated nssurmnces
from the authorities that the problem is being addressed
have worn thin. Whatis urgently needed is a chear, actiona-
ble plan with concrete timelines for resolution, Graduates
deserve tolnow when they will receive their authenticated
marks cards, and universities must ke steps toensure that
future students are not subjected to similar delays, More-
over, the ineffective communication from universities is a
clear governance failure, Higher Education Minister M C
Sudhakar, along with university authorities, must take full
responsibility for this lapse, The minister must announce
adeadline and ensure that universities give the matter top
priority, As the Bombay High Court recently observed, the
government has a constitutional duty to ensure quality
education and services, Students have a right 1o timely and
ﬂﬂgm\tm'ﬂc:q and it is Imummc Sudhakar dcmnnqrar

nent The

Delay inissuing
authenticated
marks cards has
hit career
prospects

of many
students in
Harnataka

timei
Tor these students, and every pﬂsslnnday!mhm i
future,

their

states' fi

1o e

A%, The fict that
thee states have consigtently managed
1o keep fiscal deficies well within the
limit for so long bs sufficient evidenee
ol their ability o keepthear liscal house
inorder,

The RBI report fur :I\r:l informa that

Brega
alarmved about, A ransformathon of
expenditure composition is under
way. The states which announced cash
transfer schemes in 2023-2024 and
2024- 2025 would also manage without
compromising overall fiscal stability.
At R G l.r|||||lll in 20182020, the

states went

up from s 1.A7 mlllmin 2018201810
s .44 erillion in 2022-2023, recond-

ingacompaunded anmual growth e
(CAGR) of 24.07%. The states’ total
expenditures during this period grew
Trom Ha 33,38 trillion to Hs 4790 il

states' cup samaounted
e 2.3% of the GDP, 11:-.-|:Iu g stress
o thelr fige, the siates managed o
keepeapital expendiuresar 2 3%of the
GLP i the pandemic year 2020- zﬂ‘ 3
Thereafter, their capital

tannpruporlmnnlthn.b[)l'}lm\vhcn

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

rising only — 24% in 2021-2022, 2.5%
In 2032-2023, and 2.8% in 2023-2024
(provisional estimates). While a lot
can be sald about the productivity of
the states’ capital expendinires, nom-
inally, their performance on this front
cannot be faulied,

Are states' debt too high
for comfort?

The RBlisworried about ‘the persistent
high level of sub-navional deba’, which
I its assessment “calls for a eredible
rondmap of debt consolidation”. The
states debr consolicdation has been go-
Ingon for morethanthreedecades with
mostof the battkes waged successfully
I the first decade,

The states' outstanding debt and
liabilities to the GIP ratio was 28.0%
in 2007, A laser-sharp focus on fiscal
deficits inthe mx:ci;:|l:yml1b¢ung;hl
thisdown to 21.7% in 2015, Thereafter,
duringhe reign of the BIP government
ot the Centre and In many staies, the
ratlostarted rishng and reached 26.6%
In 2020, In the Covid-19 year of 2021,
with nominal GDP eontracting, the
states’ debe-to-GDP ratio peaked at
1%, With fiscal deficits under control,
thereafter, there is a consistent down-
ward trend bringing the debeto GDP
ratioto 26, 2% in 2023,

There is o need for drawing upany
Tresh roadmapof debt consolkdation as
the FRBI has called for, The states need
Imllln') 1u:l1|llu.1| Thscal
! GSDP The
et L-Ill'ralu-mllmlectru\'nl'lucll
induse course,

For this, the states will have to
avoid the temptation of an addition-
al 0.5% fiscal deficit, allowed by the
Union government for taking its in-
expenditure loans.

want to take the benefit
of these loans, they may forego other
borrowings to that extent, It s more
likely that most states will undertake
new direct cash transfer schemes in
times to come, They may do it ll:!n.[y
imit new expenditures to either ad
ditional revenues or substitute other
expenditures. The finances of India’s
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SPEAKOUT
‘The borderis guarded by BSF not TMC. They
aresending goons and murderers across
the border. Thisis aninside job by the BSF,
supported by ablueprint from
the central government, Without
such aplan, these activities would

nol be possible,,.
Marmata Banerjes, WE Ch

Sometimes in life we blow things out of
proportion because proportion is so dull,
Robert Breault

TOBE PRECISE

HERE 1T
15, SIR!

INPERSPECTIVE

H-1B warrants tact
fromTrump, Musk

They need to balance
interests of their
core MAGA base and
demands for high-
skilled immigration

American technological com-
panies have benefited from the
Tiigh-skilled workersbrought in
through the programme.
Second, the growing in-
Muence of Indian Americans
wiltliln the new Trump admin-
fetration miay also be a Baetor.
SHIVANI PANDEY Highprofile appointees such
as Kash Pael (Disector of the
FBI}, Vivek Ramaswamy {co-
head of DOGE), Sriram Kr-
ishnan (Senior White House
Policy Advisor on Al), and
others, signal the increasing
prominence of Indian Amer-

he HAB visa pro-
gramme has long been
a comerstone of the US
techindusiry,enablingcompa-
nlesimaccessglobal ilent and
fuL-I nmovation and growth,

states are bn o good shape, lmlh-ln:-
(6] R[M'I'ﬂl'ﬂl'lﬂ it

{7 r nr_f'rJ rimer Firamnee and
Eeonomic Affairs Secretary)

The quirky charm of Bengaluru

Uncovering the whimsical
sideofthecity, one name
atatime

NAJIB SHAH

alore before it beeame Ben-
Biu was o lovely place. Tree

ined, leisurely, gentle pace of
life, udllhti:mwnll“;cr do not blame
the changze of name for the decline but
the callousness with which we citizens
Thawe treated this beautiful place, For-

this junction Hope Farm, indeed!

You go past a board that reads “Mad
about Bullet’ You do a double take
wnd look closely for guns and notiee
motorcyeles - Twonder how many are
wware that this was originally o needle
manufacturing eompany which start-
wd mnklnxtwqfn with the rrademark,
‘Made like a Guar', which then began
m:nnul‘nmurlnumulun;-nkwn1‘L!2=nd

logically, Lguess, Bullet', 1f

Your soe a tailor shop proudly display-
Ing ‘Alterations -.'\I.u;l Whilcone can
understand size 42 being reduced 1o
38, you wonder il this milor who does
the whole range candio it the other way
arounnd, Then you see a shop selling ‘Al
Diryani’, Al Things have some 1o such
a pass that even Hengaluru's favourite
dish |5 mow made by All You go closer
and I\t:w a sigh of relief-the I's ex-

thiis was imaginative nummu: ORI QOTTHE
meross ashop beyond Budigere named
Cukado CooChicken Shop, whichsells
Wyes, youguessed Huhl.t‘hldﬂ:ll-(‘ Citless.

tunately, the of the city In
the form of the very many names ic has
1] I it roacls 1 establish

LS, continues.

Lt me take you to Hope Farm June.
tion in Whitelield. There is no farm
anywhm: in the vicinity. It hn traffic

il
Mlt||x.1'uuhufllnlr: You are reminded
ol Dane’s all hope abandon ye whoen-
ter here', Some person with a perverse
sense of umour seems to hive named

1'maa’
or *haa’ meat shopl And then there is
this restaurant in RT Nagar named
Shaadi ki Biryani, Nawsho ke Nashea!
{ Thee Biryani of the Wedding, the Break-
fastof the Bridegroom )

You come towards Ulsoor, and sce
n Meanee Avenue, To mike matters
meaner, Meanee Avenue is in Meanee
Layout. A gentlest being  aclose friend
of mine, used tostay there o disprove
the fact that resickents there are mean,

th time (and by Al 7) got
ii!llcﬂlllﬂ Thrnhuplw\l Fairenough,
who will like to name a Sy selling
shopZ267

You go wwards Banaswadi and
come aeross i shop which simply says
‘Carrom Board Repair Shop', Does an-
ybocy really repair carrom boards? Af-
ter avolding without much suceess the
miiltiple potholes which dot our roads
you male your way back and pray that
some magnanimous businessman lev:
ebsthe roadslike Enaythullah Mekridid,

Established in 1960, it is a key
parhwy for LIS companlies to
hire skilled non-immigrant

fean figures in shaping policy.
Given that Indians are the
largest beneficlaries of the
aliens as worlers in specialty  H-IB programme i likely
occupations, particularly in - that the Indian American lob-
fields lile vechnology, engd-  bying community is influcne-
neering, and healtheare. The ing theadminlstration’s stance
programime has been instru-  towarnds we
mental in fuelling the growth —— Finally, the htrnnx raAprt
of industries that rely on high=  between Trump and Indian
Iy specialised talent, offering  Prime Mintsser Narendra Mo
companies the ability to tap  may akso play a role, Trump's
intoa global workloeee, favourable relationship with

However, over the years, Modi and intent 1o bolster
the programme has become  positive ties with Indian lead-
a point of contention in the  ershipooukd furthercontribuie
broader immigration debate.  w a more supportive position
Critics argue that it is often  on the visa programme, Addi-
exploited o bring in cheaper  thonally, Musk'sbusiness inter-
Inbour, Amid rising concerns — ests in India, where he is likely
nlknllpbl:m!‘(lrlunll\mxﬂ seeloing o expand his vennares,
cans, Trump! ay absoinl hisad
Aiieh President of the United  for policies that benefie Indian
States following o robust an- Amenicancommunitiesand fa-
tidmmtigrntion eampoign, has  clliestesmoatherrelationswith
rullled the HAB programme, — the Indian government.
creatinguncertaintics about i
future, But thed ynamicsatplay W Trump walk
are more complex than they  the talk?

Thus, Trump and Musk now

find themselves in a delicate

firstappear, Elon Musk,a dose
ally of Tramg and the head of

position. On one hand, they
it faviggate the pressunc 1o

the newly formed Depart-
et ol Government Efficlen-
¢y (DOGE), lifies the
dilemma that now confronts
thhe Republican leadership, Al-

of curbing imm lul'l'll?un, par-
ticularly o satisfy their MAGA

hebul
Tloes xufﬁnluith Toaes-the crele
|5 named after him, You cannot argue

with that. Andlyou sigh. lucky buffaloes!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
China continues to assert dominance

T most marters relating to bilateral relations, China
appears to hold the upper hand over Indin, Receni events — toe
Thave borne this oue. Following the détente in the military
confrontation on ournorthern borders, which India toue-

ed as a diplomatic victory, China |

annual I'I:ullllg in .-\-ieiluli it also gives China the ability

way, the damwill

IIll L] 0w,
dlgruption atwill Thisis a form of river warfare, Either

causing Mocds and

e nuisance for India. China's latest

build the world's largest dnmmnllruppcrreacllnullhr

provoc jon is

fusion of large parts of Aksai Chin

Bauhumw:rn]im'r This maonve will hanve s
wl ntural |m|u:|~i|nAmmnﬂdulhrl -mlIL'\
through which the river Nows, While the dam may prevent

COOMOMIC,

Apology not enough

Apropos ‘After 19months of viclence,
Manipur CM says sorry’ (Dee 1), the
article raises disturbing questions
about the state of affuirs in Manipur,
Ttis dishenrtening that it took the
Chibef Minlster over o year of turmoil
o finally addiress the peophe and seek
apedogy, His appeal for the commue
nlry 1o “lowghve and forget” s not

m }‘Illn propriate but also ignores
il griel expericnoed by

l hnus&ndl who have lost loved ones
inthe vielence, This crisis required
immediate and decisive action from

the government: the CM's delayed
apedogzy does nothing fo restore st
Neha N, Bengaluru

Regret serves none

Itis astondshing that the Chief Minis-
terof Manipur has taken over a year

SHamat. Mysurd

o express regret For the state's irou-

bles, Wit purpose do these regrets

serve when it is his responsibility to
wernand ensure citizens’ salery?
oreover, asking the PM tovisit

the state is futile, given the central

government'’s conspicuous absence

und fallure to restore normaley,

V Padmanabhan. Benialum

Pedestrian safety
Apropos Pedestrian deaths drop ba
16% in 2024, but chall

district unit. Despi
Te tensi northern borders, India faces two new
pressure points, 1t seems China hokds all the cards,

ipposed easing of

Promote harmony

Apropos ‘Season of Intoler-
ance? (Jan 2), the disturbing events
prm«llnﬂ, L‘I:Hsuumeclc-hrn:mna

donan‘Americn  base, On the other hand, both
First” and antkimmigraton  recognise the eritical role the
agenda, the Republicans are  H-1B visa programme plays in
nhninmwdn;,bumm of the  fuelling the US eeonomic and
erucial role high-skilled i b
mm:nplmmﬂmﬂlrwm
driving the USeconomy.
Trumpsunespected and de-
cisivevictory can beattributed
oo highly effective electoral
campaign and strategic pubilic
outreach. Central 1o his cam-

Both Trumgs and Mushk have
begun toacjust their positions
onthe visaisue, des lc[alullg.'

1
withdnandoutsidethe Repuld-
can Party, During hisfirst pres-
ey, Trumyg took a hardline
padgn were calls for curbing  approach 1o curbing H-15H
immigration and priorititing  visas, leading to a significant
American citizens' interests, rise visa rejections and
that resonared Mtrunsly with  the |n1p|c||1cmnlu1|1 of more
s Mk Ay Again P I that
(MAGA) base. He d i discournged ies [rom
the H-1Bvisaprogramme,call- - hiring Foreign workers. How-
ingg it “bael For Amerieans.” He  ever recently, there Is a notiee-
has also threatened large-  able shift wowards a more keni-
seale deportationsof Blegalim- — ent tance, But even as Tramp
migrants, Ln witiondng himsell  has now expressed support for
asastaunchadvocateforstrict: — the visas, pressure from his
erimmigration enforcement.  support base may compel him

Having secured his victory, o revert to his previous tough

¢ the growi Ly

Trump Ippartens P stunce, In such o cose, we can
hi el fcular  expect relorms 1o streamline

Among, COMMUNILES ¢
their religious identities, Chanting
thee name of gzod, meant vo bring
Inner peace, has become i tool

Tor impaosing majoritarianism, As
Indians, we pride ourselves on our
dlw.'rs.lty‘ which brings year-round

(Jan 2), while the reduction in pedes

trian fatalities is welcome, it does not
ndicate improved infra-

itieal wreas require

\ummlumrnlmn illegal parking and

Tootpath encroachiment.

The authorities must enforee the

law consistently and ensure pedes:

erian safety.

HVK Bhatta, Bengalury

Torexercise our right to
freedom of religion, we must also up-
Tl owr duty 1o promote harmony
and brotherhood,

Aparma Vats, Bengaluru

O readirs dre welome wemlll'lellcr: I

fonky et
emaded - not handw ritien - will be .m(umw;
et RS FTRsE Ciaery the senders potal
Adddriess and phone numiber

thhevisa proscess, but |ts unllke-
thedr chamay, there has been o ly that he will pursue drastic
shift in Trump's stance on the measures w significantdy re-
HAB visa programme, He  ducehigh-skilledimmigration.
Tas seated he hias always been— Instead, Trompis more like-
a “believer” of the visas and  ly 1o focus on ilkegal immigra-
emphusised the need for the  tion. Both Trump and Musk
US to artract “smart people”,  will aim to secure their core
though the president-clect  voter base, particularly those
Thas sinvee clarified that he has — who advocate for stelcter im-
ot changed his orighnal posl-  migration controds, while also
thon, Thisshife can be arrbut— acknowledsing theimportance
et o three key factors, First,  of high-skilled immigration 1o
'Ihump's:lsmnllr.:I'..hmMusln American businesses and eco-

Tyonimmigration, However, to

mmnw Asaleading I'l.unrl in (The writer isa Phistudens
tech, Musk acknowledgeshow o the Uiversity af Delanere)
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SHINGLE SEBASTIAN, GOPAL K SARANGI,
AND SUKANYA DAS

he Ewropean Union (EUY's Carbon

I Border Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM), integral to the EU Green
Deeal, represents a strategic shift in glob-
al geopolities of climate change, having
significant implications for India. CBAM
aims to create a level playing field for EU
industries but has sparked debates about
its Fairmess and the disproportionae bur
den it places on developing countrics like
Inchia, By aligning the coat of embedded
greenhouse gas emissions in imported
goodds, CRAM imposes additional finan-
clal burdens on exporters from develop-
ing nations. A kx—;rqumnmllmuknlmlds

557 legislative package by the EU, which
aims atenhancing the EU Emission Trad-

ing System (EU-ETS) by holding both do-
s )

accountable for the
their goods, CBAM is proposed initially
o be applied to carbon-intensive sectors
such as cement, iron and steel, alumini-
um, fertilisers, ebectricity, and hydrogen
and will fully phase in 2026 onwards, For
developing countries, these regulations
pose financial risks of additional costs
on exports, potentially hindering 1l

PANORAMA

A questfor equity: Carbon markets amid climate costs and trade wars

global decarbonisation, s complementary
mechanism under Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement could facilitate demand by
linking CBAM to verified internation-
al carbon credits under the 6.2 and 6.4
framework,

Ry linking CBAM with Articleficredits,
a balanced system could emerge where
importers in the EU offset their CBAM
obligations through projects in develop-
ing countries. Articles 6.2 and 6.4, both
under the UNFCCC framework (though
dilferemly hll‘llL[lllLﬂ} offer avenues

I

eeonomic growth and industrial d
mient, CBAM certfcate prices -
are ted o the weekly average ol EUE
carbon prices, influenced by allowance
ility, market demand, policy shifts,

whetherth
Article 6 of the Paris A I‘rlnl

IS had

ised at COP 29 held in Baku, offers new
opportunities for developing countries
tomitigate trade risks from CBAM while
Tacilitating developing i
effort to decarbonise th
Just and cost-effective manner

CBAM sits within the broader “Fit for

ly, the ELJ ilas
the primary driver of the Clean Develop-
ment Mechanism (COM) market during
its inception stages by in l!.'.l.lnllnp: these
CIOM credits inv i frame-

1 generate hig dits with
corresponding 1chu,.1|1\ s that avoid
double counting. These mechanisms
can be leveraged by importers as well as
the exporting industries through bilat-
eral agreements under Article 6.2 or by
purchasing Articke 6.4 eredits backed by
the UNFOCC. The accounting for such
credits under CHAM involves linking
their
through ali EUETS bench-

wark, thereby incentivising participation
in imternational emissions reduction
projects. Similarly, for CBAM to support

marks. Importers calealate their obliga-
tions based on the emissions embedded
mimported goods, with credits serving 1o

offscta portion of this

For example, if an EL importer pur
chases 10,000 ons of stecl with embedded
smissions of one ton of CO2 per ton, they
st pany o 10,000 o of CO2 emissions
under CHBAM. At an EU ETS price ol €80
per ton, the cost would be €800,0:00,
However, the Importer could offset part
of this nbllp;lmtm by purchasing Article &
credits from projects like renewable en-
ergy in Indin, which reduces emissions by
5,000 tons, thereby halving the payment
w €4ﬂﬂ LR wln’lcclu nelling climate

export the ELL As per thestudy
by CSE, at an estimated rate of €100 per
onne of COZ equivalent, CBAM wouli
impose a tax burden of roughly 25% on
CBAM-covered goods, equivalent to
0.05% of India’s GOP in 20022 2‘1 Indian

9

Article 6, while promising, is not without
challenges. Onemajor issue isthe verifica:
Tolink CRAM
with Article 6 credits, there
ndependent, rigorous process
for m‘llylllg:hdu'lllm 1 reductions are

exports, valued at annu-
ally insectors like fron. steel and alumini-
i, eould face acarbon tax of 0% 10 35%,
undermining their competitiveness in the
EU market,

Instend of framing CBAM as an isolated
regulatorytool, leveraging Article G ered-

5. A o
ll"‘l1|-l|\|‘|""|\l‘l'1||| pr u\-«wuhlwlnlnr—
dhuced to stabilise market dynamics, pro-
viding predictability for both importers

¥ F 3
wolatility in compliance costs.

Implications for India
For Im.lm the FUsCBAM presents sig:

‘Mm‘]d Iim s
Inclex, which ranks India among the top
five : Most l'l:|~li('d nations due to its high

aied Tndia in i IIIHIHIHIH;{
10 a low-carbon pathway while keeping

real and Establishing trust and
ensuring eapacity building in developing
nations will be crucial for the success of
this integration.

The intertwined future of CHAM and
Article & credies highlight h::lh the po-

palicy, For devel: Iﬁﬂh \‘fllll'fll’\ like In-
dia, lllL e 1 h.!nl-irnwm-il lu. designed

growth in , prowid-
ing a more equitable solution. However,
this requires a coordinated effort to en-
sure that revenues from carbon pricing
and eredits directly support sustainab be
growth in the host country. Over time, a
balanced integration of CBAM and Arti-
cle Geould create a more inclusive ghobal
carbon market, reducing disparities and
lostering trust between developed and
developing nations.

1substantial

2025is poised to be a year of groundbreaking space missions, from SpaceX’s
Starship programme to India’s pioneering human spaceflight ambitions

L ROSTON AND KATRINA MILLER

ur species called this latest
day journey around the

sun “2024" and packed into
it ton of astronomical and
spaceflight excitement.

A solar eclipse Un-ﬁcd

reached the lunar surface, largely Inlnrl

The most powerful rocket booster ever
Bt It wiis caught by a palr of mechanieal
arms nicknamed “chopsticks.™ A journey
began to Jupiter'sicy occan moon Europa,
Anel private astronauts conducted a dar
ing spacewalk. Can this revolution around
the sun we name “2025" compare? We'll
Tet youn e the juhe of how enthusiastic o
et about the events you can expect on the
launchpads and in the night <k,

Through SpaceX, Elon Musk has dom-
inated spacellight around the planet in
recentyears, Butthe extraplanetary ambi-
tions of Amazon Immjwlxﬂlknmwu

1y star ui hy Bezos,
Blue Origin, has a powerful rocket called
New Ghenin that may at last get off the
ground in 2025, Like SpaceX's Falcon 9,
the booster stage is designed to be fully re-
usable so it can fly again and again and re
ducethecostof launchies. Therocketcould
lnunch national security satellives for the
US millitary and spacecralt for NASA, in-
cluding orbiters i Marsand moon landers.

Another thing New Glenn will carry s
sateflites for Amazon, where Bezos is stll
executivechair, Thecompaiy's Project Kul
perinvolves plans oo build a mega conseel -
lation of satellites beaming Internet down
from space, in competition with SpaceX’s
Starlink constellation. Amazon also plans
to launch Kulper satellites using roclets
from many of Blue Origin's compe 5,
including Ussited Launeh Alliance
space of France and even SpaceX.

Rubin's firstlight
Astronomers atop & mountain in central
Chile are wrapping up construction of the
Vera € Rubin Observatory, which might
capture its first views of the night sky this
vear, ascarly as July 4.

ormerly the Large Synoptic Survey
Tebescope, the observiatory was renamed
in 2020 to honour Vera Rubin, wlm dlul
at B8 in 2016, Rubin's work d as-

Bigrockets, abigtelescope

(OH ILLUSTRATION. DEEPAK HARICHAN DAN

and big changesin space

more than adecacle, Alternatively, Trump

coubd more radically shifi NASA' focus o

o Mars, Getti Red

Planet s the primary goal of Musk, who has
been advising the president-elect.

T Wulldﬁlpulmmdunnmumqum

slgnsof age.

Earky in their journey, the pair swooped
pastJupiter and Saturn, and Voyager 2 later
wisited Uranus and Nepoune. But perhaps
the mission's most dconic gift to the workd
was a photo taken of Earth, a tiny pixel

alrobotic space
moorsearlyinthe year. 1I|cﬁ|sl|ut| u|xum1
lanebeers fromm the Aumerbean comipany Firefly
Aerospace and the Japanese company Is
[nce, wallI.mmimn:h:-n.llnw'qkk\l!(urh'l
asE00n a8 mid-

astronomer Corl Saggan 1o coin the image
“Pale Blue Dot

In recent years, the robotie explorers
ch |J|II'I1L'U in and out of contact

tronomers of the existenceof dark mater,
which makes upa vast majority of mass in
theuniverse, but noone knows whatitis.
The name is fitting. With the largest
digital camera in the world, scientists will
usethe Rubin Observatory tocreate atime
lapse motion picture of the Southerm sky,
Such images would rehers un-

by Fire- hVoyager
My pofits BueGhostlander 2 wasp ly shut down in 2000 for
and will carry cargo pmd for by NASA. The murllhs.:fl'n lost by accident forn couple of
lunarerip by lspace will beitssecond ateempe weeksin 2023 before it was restored.

afterthecompany'sfirst lander crashed into
themoons surfacein 2023,

Lavterin the year's first quarter, Intuithe
Machines may try to put another robotic
lander on the moomafter the company S Od-

ssens lander reached the s.|||1 ace intact,

derstand the nature of dark aswell

T A
thecosmosapart. The troveof datawillalso
hielp reveal the story of our galasxy's birth
and catalk 2 r

It owver, if February. Th
second lander, named Athena, 1Iw»|l|car
ryNASA-financed instrum ents, inchudinga
dirill thiat will try to find samiples ofice. Athe-

solar system, including those that could
sham into Earthone day.

Dhuring thefirst administrationof Donald
Trump, US space policy refocused on lunar
exploration. President Joe Biden's admin-
istration sustained that direction, But as
Trump returns to the White House this
month, the country's existing space plans
could be upen: w canceling the expen-
sive rocket NASA has boen developing for

| SpaceX launcher with Lunar
Tmllblm'r a NASA orbiter that will study
water on the moon.

Vigils for Voyagers 1and 2

Viowagers | and 2, twin spacecraft that in-
spired a generation of cosmic wonderers,
were launched in 1977, After decades of
exploring the outer solar system before
charting theunknown frontier of imerstel
lar space, the two spacecraft are showing

OUR PAGES &3 OF HISTORY

50 YEARS AGOD: JANUARY 1975

LN Mishra, 24 others hurtin
Bomb hlast at rail line opening

Samastipur, Jarwary 2

An ahorthve stiemptan the ife of

Hallway Minister L. K. Mislra was

made here today, A bamb thrown by an

uniclrtified person, exploded witha

denfening nolse and blinding Mo on
1as il |

25 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 2000

Soven cops hurt asmob tries
Loattack daily’s office

Bangalore, Jan 2

“The police today lathi-charged and
teargassed aviolent mob, which had
athered in front of an English daily's
office here, protesting aganst an ani-

e which was carried by iton Janwary 1.

open the Samastipur - MueafTarpur

veril

e preva e
Iowars soclay as hundreds of people

Vayager 1, on the other hand, gave mis-
shon specialists a scare this year when it
stopped sending data back o Earth. In-
swruments on both spacecralt have been
shut down to conserve power, But NASA
't glving up on them yet. When they are
eventually interred in the space between
the stars, it would be an apt resting place
iven how the duo has ventured where no
ather spacceralt had gone before.

India's orbital objective

Inddin’s space programme has lunded a ro-
bt on the maon and put a spacecraft in
arhitaround Mars, The country’s mostim-
mediate priortesaremuchcloseroEarth,
bt that doesn't mean they are bess ambi-
tious, Indin is Focusing on human space-
Might. A memberof the nation’s astronaut
corpe, Shubhunshu Shukla. stospend upto
14 daysthis spring aboard the Tnternational

andivided attention and
i

no boats available, he partly swam

nof her husband, Onee while she was
away ather parents’ place, Rambaola
couldnot bear her absence. He braved
the stormy wenther to meet her. With

and partly saiked on o floating corpse
s rhc Sarju rver. I!:nchmgvmu

Space Station during acommercial mission
with the company Axiom Space,

Shukln and his fellow Indian astronauts
are hoping to be the first to launeh to low
Earth orbit on its homegrown rockets, In-
chinsaicin Decem ber that an orbital velicle
Immlhupnmmm kllmum(inﬂmu\wl.

Fiwd
.L-.rltnluuahmlnl a\mm*as(ulmgh
Nead the wary toacrewed Indian astronaut
Taunch as early as 2006,

SpaceX wowed the world in November
during Flight 5 of S i, the most pow-
erful rocketever built. Expectthecompany
to try to repent the stunning “chopsticks”
eatch of its massive Super Heavy booster.
SpaceX may also anempt to catch the up:
perstage hiprehicle after itcompletes
anorbitof Earthand retumns to the launch
sitein South Texas For the firss time, SpaceX
=aid it was aiming for 25 launches of Star-
ehip in 2025 as it prepares the spacecralt
to land astronauts on the moon under the
company’s controct with NASA,

Other new rockets and spacecraft may
take flight in 2025, One is Neutron. a reus
able rocket being developed by Rocket Lab,
which was founded in New Zealand. The

conducta firstflightol the newvehicle from
alaunch site in \-'ngmla. Another s Dream
Chaser, Sierra Space's space plane. Afterde-

laysin2024, thmrn nyhopesitwillcarry

he first time this year.

The inte il of CBAM and

o add i itdes in car-
bon budgets 'md provide pr:lmt'ﬂ path-
ways for sustainable growth, A modern-
ised, cooperative framework—focused
on equitable participation and mutual
benefits—could transform CBAM from
achallenge intoan opporiu nsuring
that carbon costs are distributed fairly
and that climare finance supports those
who need it most,

(The writersarewich the TERI School of
Advarced Studtes, New Delh)

India’s Braille
literacy crisis

ANTHONY DSOUZA

uchofthe information
that sighted individu-
alls ke for granted is

esible v the visually im-
paired, sgnificantly curtailing
their autonomy, They depend
‘on others to read erain or flight

Inace

icantly to the social isokation of
the visually impaired.

The invention of Braille in
the 18208 revolutionised edu-
cathon and inclusion for
ually impaired. Ironically, de-
spite hosting 20% ol the world's
wvisually impaired populagion,
Inchia has a Braille teracy rate

timetables, navigaee road! ofjust]%.
traffic signs, or identify poten-  Every year on January 4,
tial dangers. World Braille Dy is observed

Inaceessibility: The Rights of
Disabili
ulates the creation

Persons with
2016, ma
of

bie en

in public bulldings, transpor-
tation, and communication
systems. This includes the re-
quirement for accessible sig-
nage, audio announcements,
and tactile guides, However,
its implementation leaves alog

tohe desired,

Recently, il.aks.hlni Hebbia-
Ikar, Minister of Wormnen and

Child Development
thatonly18outof 47
goverrament buildin,
galuru had been m

bl to persons with disabilities,
Similarly, few restaurants in
weross India offer

major ci
Braille menus,

Employment challenges:
Although there are some job
reservations for the different-
Iy-nbled inthe public sector, the
ininclusion.
Alack of accessible worlspac-
esdiscournges companies [rom
hiring the visually impaired,
whewling them aslabilites, This
notonlyimpacts therecomnom-
Ieindependence but also harms
their emotional well-being,

Letsure:| Ihm;:uulhlmpmr\d

private seetor by

face

i havivoiir Lowis Braille, whao
developed rallle while
studying at the Royal Institute
for Bline Youthin Paris,
According to the Centre for
Sight, which runs over 85 eye
care centres in India, in 2012,
285 million people worldwide
werevisully impaired. includ-
ing those with low vision and
tonal blindness. India is home
wan estimated 15 million blind
individuals—every third blind
person in the world is Indian—
making the kow Braille literacy
nn«'ﬁmmllvr\bm-mrg
Wi the Braille literacy
nl.ksr.lum\rmlmll.l’
Teaching Braille requirces
cialised educators, but
there is o sew ortage of
such teachers in India, Tradi-
thonal methods of instruction
ure labour-intensive and can-
natmeet thegrowing demand.
Braille, a tactile scripe, ena-
bies blind individuals to read
and write across disciplines,
including mathemari
sical no and compaiter
code, Without it, the visual-
Iy impaired are deprived of
fundamental literacy skills,
limiting their employability,
t‘qxcmlflvln |l|r1l areas where

Act,

NMEnts

revealed
nctioned
in Ben-
noecessi-

leisure activities. i\m:u\‘ll

the World Blind Union, mun.
than 0% of all published ma-
teerial is not accessible to blind

o partially sighied in
5i

Similarky, only a fraction of on-
line resources are accessibile or
user-friendly for them.

Social stigma: Although biind-
ness or visual impairment
presents challenges. proper
training and a supportive en-
‘1l||nw:|=l can enable visually

it
wrspeech devices are often
unavailahle,

Mmluu tools such a.n

ividuals.

apps like Annie have trans-
formed kearning for the visual-
ly impaired. However, these
wre expensive and beyond the
reach of most rural Families.
Many parents in rural arcas

prefer to send

elr childien
irments o
1 schools,

e m«nhnr 1b|||lu~. bung un-

the visually in
W

can use d\-\kmpu and mobike
phones with ense,

Social isolation: The lack of

accessibility,

OASIS | RADHIKA D SHYAM

Tewas toher body of fle
1 be receemed. Hearthroken
Iy her reacthon Rambola decided to

the

er'slife) and befi Ts wifee for good,
Saraswati Bal was the wife

of Shrinivasa Nayak -a

very wealthy jeweller and

money lender, known for

Tl indserliness. She wasa

pious and generous woman

broad-gauge lne, Twenty-five persons Debomgzing o the Musdim community wh trded in vadn o influence

wiere ijured. Me. Nishra was injured anthered near the ol e of thie New In- i o Bososieny huis pouarse strings.

inthe thigh by Mmqﬂmmdm .i.nl xpress on Queen's He felt spending or giving away money
younger ol wgans agaimst the article, Meanwhile, wink o mark of disrespect o Goddess
Mnrﬁsrlnwml'llnum.lnlhclm sporadic vic

Two persans wene asreseed on the spot.

several parts ulthr[ n;ulurmmhc day.

renounce grifustha feevan (household-

Lakshmi and refused to acknowledge
e roleof dh ks i I

Onedayap 10
Shrrinivasa’s shopsecking monctary
alel for performing his son's Ly
s (thread ceremony), He was asked
1orcome back afer six months, The
wmld.nllluluml
1 4

erestimated. In foct, the nega-
tive mindsetof peopleisamong
the biggest challenges that

employment
opportunitics, and societal
neceptance contributes signil-

their growth.

Inereasing Braille literacy
atid necessibility is essential to
support the 15 million visually
impaired individuals in India.
Addressing these issues needs
collective action from gover-
ment bodies, educational in-
stitutions, anc society at large.
The empowerment of the vis-
ually challenged is a shared
respomsibility.

(The toriter frar English
lecturer)

Fromworldly love to divine devotion

amnavalli the wife of Rambola
Dubey, was fortumate to have t

front her, Terrified at facing him and the
uences, she thoughtof ending

- Praying wand asking Lovd
Krishna for forgiveness, she reached

fiow asmall container of poison, only 1o
find her nnmrlr\g Imit. 'IE: lr;md('

by v nm!:'w WO it cnlm

iyl
Ilamhula wind Tulsickas who went

Thel
V\"Iml\mmiul&wm:l
Blai’s howisee, Ruclly wasting o
Bl the poor man, she decided
teggivee him her dimmond studded

Covincidentally this man ook this
nose-ring to Shrinivasa's shop o sell it

ol hi

ifonly hewas hnl[:\.qdr:wwcd tolodas

partof dharme.

Hewasangry on recognising his wifes
ornament and stormed home to con

nise-ring that was given by her parents,

pt Ramchariteamanas and
Hmmmmf Chranféie besides marny
mhn':q,ililml 1S, .‘ihmumm_\hmm

d around 475,000
wuw. a4 Puramclara D and eame
tovbe known as the father of Carmatic
mvusic, The wives ol these two literary
saints were instrumental in their
attaining heghts of faith, fame and
redemption.
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Obesity: soft core of an epidemic
of non-communicable diseases

Obesity is a chronic disease defined by excessive fat deposits that can impair an individual’s health. Obesity increases risk of diabetes, hypertension,
and heart disease. It also increases the risk of certain cancers and greatly influences quality of Tiving factors, such as sleep and mobility

Anbarasu Mohanraj

t no point in the history of
mankind has there been so
much excess food on the table
as there has been aver the last
few decades. Science and technology o
have led to massive increases in food .
production and preservation over the Jast
5075 years, That has indeed helped in
eliminating famines and improved the
overall health of society.

However, this has created its own N\ r,r
perils. Throughout history, our ancestors
have been either wandering or physically
active in some way right from our primate
days. This has changed over the last few
decades with man being cuffed to his
chair. The average life expectancy of
humans is at its peak, and the boomer
generation is living into the eighties rather
easily.

Excessive food on the table and the
lack of mobility are taking their toll on
humans. It is well and truly the age of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) like
diabetes, hypertension, dyslipidemia, and
ohesity.

I see patients in their seventies coming
up for heart surgery. Most of these
patients are not overweight, but their
children who accompany them to the
hospital for consultations or for surgery
are grossly obese.

It's quite peculiar, but common now to
s patients with heart isswes at both ends
of the age spectrum. With increasing age
expectancy, we see lot of very elderly
patients. With non-communicable
diseases increasing, we also see a number
of young and middle-aged patients
coming in with heart issues.

One in elght in the world is abese, and ane in three is averwelght, acconding to the WHD. GETTY IMAGESISTOCKFHOTD

Obesity are obese are prone to developing high as 65% in men and women. These Obesity has a deleterious impact
Obesity is a chronic, complex disease adulthood obesity and, consequently, individuals are called TOFI (Thin Outside on _the individual, family, society,
defined by excessive fat deposits that can developing diabetes, hypertension, and and Fat Inside). TOFI individuals have a and country. One challenge is
impair the health of an individual. other complications early in life. India high fat deposition around their waistand — ¢hat it can mental health
Obesity increases the risk of diabetes, ranks second in the world in terms of have a high incidence of diabetes, issues, including low self-esteem,
hypertension, heart disease, and affects being home to the highest number of hypertension, and heart diseases. An sivational dl T i
bone health. It also increases the risk of ohese children. ideal waist circumference is 90 cm for w i
certain cancers and influences quality of Causes of childhood obesity include men and 80 em for women in this problems, and issues with body
living factors, such as sleep and mobility. oo little activity and consuming too many  population. image
The current incidence of obesity as per  calories from food and drinks, but genetic Crverweight and obesity cause 3.4
the World Health Organization across the and hormonal factors too need to be million deaths annually worldwide. India
globe is huge: one in eight in the world is evaluated. Regular intake of ranks third after China and the USA. baut the cost invobed and the long-term
obese, and one in three is overweight. high-calorie food such as fast foods, There are economic burdens that can be nutritional aspects and protein
Worldwide, adult obesity has doubled baked foods, and fizzy drinks, are the attributed to overweight and obesity. supplements needed, have to be taken
since 1990, and adolescent obesity has common causes of childhood Apart from the direct medical costs into account. Awareness, attention,
quadrupled: 37 million children under the  obesity. Although candies and desserts incurred by the country, the issue of advocacy and addressing the issue are the
age of five are overweight; over 390 can also cause obesity, more and more overweight and obesity is also linked with  pillars in the campaign to prevent and
million children and adolescents aped 519 evidence is pointing towards sugary indirect costs associated with the process treat obesity.
years are overweight; and 160 million drinks and sparts drinks as the culprits. of seeking medical healthcare, economic Adhering toa healthy diet and
children and adobescents are obese, loss from premature mortality, absence cautiously avoiding high carb items, and
S0 what do we mean by obesity? The The Indian picture from work, and negative influence on junk food are the needs of the
diagnosis of overweight and obesity is Like any other nation, India is affected by work productivity. hour. Regular physical activity and simple
based on hody mass index (BMI) — the epidemic of obesity. The Indian Obesity has a deleterious impact onthe  changes in lifestyle are a must.
weightilg)/ height? (m?). For incidence of obesity is around 13%, which  individual, family, sodety and country. A goal of 6,000-8,000 steps every
adults, overweight is a BMI greater than is much higher than in other One big challenge is that obesity can day, which is easy to track on smart
25 kg/m* and obesity means a BMI greater  middle-income countries. trigger mental health issues, including watches or mobiles, with mild weight
than 30 kg/m?. In addition to this issue, one other low self-esteem, mood ers, training, is recommended. Simple

In 2000, a WHO expert group worrying aspect of the Indian population mativational disorder, eating problems, remedies like totally avoiding lifts,
proposed the BMI criteria for overweight is normal weight obesity, meaning the issues with body image, and negatively walking short distances instead of using
as 2324, 9kg/m?and obesity as population has a higher body fat despite a  impact interpersonal communication. automobiles; and avoiding long periods of
=25kg/m for individuals from the normal body mass index (BMD. Another inactivity using mobile phones, and
Asia-Pacific region as against the variation of obesity in this population is Addressing obe: watching TV also help.
international criteria. So we need to take sarcopenic obesity. These people have Mere weight loss alone results in a Organisations and companies can give
these values to define our level of ohesity  increased BMI or waist circumference reduction in blood pressure, improves employees walking targets. Checking
in India. along with sarcopenia (gross loss of cholesterol levels, and reduces diabetes weight and waist circumference regularly

muscle mass), incidence, all in one shot without any will by itself create motivation to address
‘Waist circumference is a very pills. the issue.
is a serious health important indicator of obesity, which is Treating obesity with newer medicines (Dr: Anbarasu Mohanraj is Director &
ngly growing in India. quite commonly ignored in our country. is quite effective, but it is expensive and is  Clinical Lead, Cardiac Surgery, Kauvery
Childhood nh:t.rt} can lead to poor The incidence of increased waist not without adverse effects. Metabolic Hospital, Vadapalani. Chennai.
rem and depression. Children who  cincumference with normal weight is as surgery, or bariatric surgery, is effective, anbarasumohanraj@gmail.com)
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January is cervical cancer awareness month

Ramya Kannan

QUESTION &
b In 2003, a ‘demonsiration
QUESTION 1 pilat project’ on the HPY
Accord ing to the WHO, vaccine —
Cervical cancer is the Immunogenicity testing —
—— DSt COMmeN was launched in Gujarat
CanCer in waomen, with and Andhea Pradesh, but
around 660,000 pew the trial was suspended
cases recorded in 2022 due to the death of a few
Fill in the blankk adalescent school girls
after HPW vaccination.
QUESTION 2 Later investigations
HPY, the Hurnan delinked the virus as the
Papilloma Virus that causative factor, Name
caises cervical cancer, the agency that was
also ke known to cause Irvolved.
ather kinds of cancers. b
Mame a couple. QUERSTION §
(9 The vaccines available to
QUESTION 3 treat cervical cancer are
Men can also be carrlers therapeutic or b
af the HPV, True or false? preventive? wisual question. Today there are self-collection kits to detect cervical cancer. Which was the most commenly used public health mode of
k testing in the past that repartedly took just a few minutes and was considered more effective tham a pap smear? a2

-'_? ) - i

Paracetamal paisoning quietly daims thousands
of lives worldwide GETTY IMsGES

Over the
counter, under
the radar: can
paracetamol
become fatal?

L Aravinda

The death of a woman in a Liverpool
hospital, reportedly from paracetamol
poisoning, has brought the issue out of
the shadows. She received a dose far in
excess of the recommended dose for her
body weight. The truth is, annually,
paracetamol poisoning quietly daims
thowsands of lives worldwide. In the USA
alone, it accounts for mone than 60,000
emergency hospital visits annually and
over 500 deaths. The estimates are
limited by a lack of available data from
many countries, particularly in Asia,
South America, and Africa. Despite its
scale, paracetamol poisoning rarely
enters public discourse, overshadowed by
its reputation as a “safe” drug.

Paracetamol is widely used for pain
and fever reduction. In the US and Japan,
it is called acetaminophen | while most
other countries, including India, use the
name "paracetamol * How
paracetamol works is not fully
understood. It relieves pain by acting on
the brain’s central nervous
system by inhibiting the production of
prostaglandins, which are chemical
messengers that amplify

pain. Paracetamal targets the
h}p:mal.dmw'.
the brain’s heat-regulating centre for fever
reduction.

Safety and risks

The maximum safe dose for an adult is
upto 4 grams per day. For children,
dosage depends on weight, with the
safety threshold being HO mg per

How paracetamol works is not
fully understood. It relieves

by acting on the central nervous
svstem by inhibiting production
of prostaglandins, which are
messe s that amplify pain

kilogtram of body weight. For example, a
persan weighing 70 kg should not exceed
10 grams in 24 hours, reding these
s an result in severe abdominal pain
due to impending liver failure. It has to
be consumed in divided doses , with the
maximum dose for adults in the range of
650 mg at a time and for children, 15
mg/kg of body weight.

Dangers of Overdose
When taken in excess, paracetamol
becomes toxic. When you take
paracetanod as a syrup o let, it is
absorbed in the small intestine and then
enters the bloodstream. It then travels to
the bver, where most of it is safely
processed. About G0% and
35% are converted into a harmless form
alled paracetamol glucuronide and
paracetamnol sulfate, respectively. The
remaining 5-10% is turned into
a toxic substance called
MN-acetyl-p-benzoguinone imine (NAPQID.
Maormally, the liver quickly newtralises
NAPQT and removes it as paracetamol
Elutathione. In case of an overdose, the
liver becomes overwhelmed, and NAPQI
accumulates and damages liver cells,
leading to liver cell death and liver
failure. Paracetamol poisoning
s insidiows, and symptoms often a
after the dame: s begun, As tood
progresses jaundice, confusion, and
organ Eailure may follow.

Treatment
T hl. antidote [ur para Lu_t:m::ll [KJI‘AJI'IIDJ, is

Na\T‘Q[ NAC is most effective
when administered within eight hours of
the overdose but can still provide benefits
up to 24 hours later.

(Dr: €. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. Views expressed
are personal.
aravindaaiimsiriOihotmeail.com)

For feedback and suggestions
far ‘Science’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

IDEAS PAGE
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

The pandemic demonstrated the urgency of working together on global health,
but also how often countries fell shore, prioritising national intereses. The world's

divides are likely to yawn wider in 2025. But an escalatory spiral must not be
E GUARDIAN

regarded as cither desirable or inevitahle.”

Questions after

Aformightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

“'“

\ﬁ"' '&/

© R Sosikumar

Row over AAP's cash transfer promises ahead of the Delhi election raises a question:
Are these schemes effective welfare measures or born of a short-term transactional politics?

Quick-fix populism,
no panacea

Cash transfers can only supplement social
safety nets. They are no substitute
for investment in structural reforms

HiMaNSHU

THE IDEA OF cash transfers as part of larger
social protection schemes isnot new and has
been used for different purposes in different

nm o thcirdennm directly.

randdi-
rect nnyhlc benedit to voters is what makes
it politically sucressful, there isno evidence of
whether they actually deliver on the purpose
fiorwhich they are designed. Onwomen em-
powerment, a study by [-PAL on 20 cash
transfer schemes in Latin America found the
evidence inconclusive, The same is true for
cash transfers to farmers. The limited evi-
dence available from multiple sources sug-
gests that farmers” income has declined in
real terms after 2018-19, Farmers have in-
creasingly been agitating [ur better and re-

Inmost cases, this
a safety net for disadvantaged groups or to
ENCOurage bellm access and utilisation of

agric
[t iy be booearly to r:xalmnr:the impact
nfcash transfers in the short run. However,

Cash transfers
can change lives

There is enough evidence of
their positive impact,
especially forwomen

JASMINE SHAH

ALL ELECTORAL BATTLES are a contest of
ideas — abourwhat exactly willimprove the
lives of voters, and who can credibly deliver
them In the run-up to the Delhi Assembly
eleotions, the maximum buzz has been gen-
er.m:lby the Mahila Samman Yojna, an un-

healthand ices InIndia, one

of the oldest national cash transfer schemes thebasic p
|5rimNatm|aISanaIAss|stanm Programme  fers canmsulw: aII pmhlrms Such an ap-
rtheeld-  proact theissues

(NSAP), whic
ey, widowed mdlsahlrd whoare unable t
participate in economic activities, But cash
transfers have now become the new magic
wand that can be used for any problem., For

at hand. Most reforms require policyinterven-
tions, which are unlikely to result in any tan-
gible gain in the short run, and require con-
sensus-building across stalmhuldms and

political parties, it is the go-ic
thing from women empowerment o agrar-
ian distress to unemployment o poverty al-
leviation. Whether these actually deliver on
the issues at hand is hardly a consideration
as long as they deliver on the political front.
On this, incumbent govemments, as well as
oppasition, seem comvinced: Thisis the magic
formula that delivers success, The assembly
elections inOctober-Ni sber seem o have

cash transfer scheme to every
woman above 18 years,

Last month, the Delhi Cabinet approved
a monthly transfer of Rs 1,000 under this
scheme, with the Aam Aadmi Party [AAP)
promising to increase it to Rs 2,100, should
itcome hack to power. Predictably, this an-
nouncement has reignited the debate on
the role of subsidies and cash transfer
schemes in India. Critics often label these

foramy-  carefully-cesigr active
pamnpanonandmmsrrmmimthcgw—
L‘mmr:mrml:hmr}(m a transfers

and
thrmm:ﬂunn mx worth the benefits
thatc trun.
However, this i 5 ot o argue that aII cash
Marny,inc

NanunalSma]Amanm I‘rqgmmne(m'l.l‘].

reconfirmed this unwavering belief in the

nets. Similarly, maternity-entitlement

wand populist free-
bies that will ruin the state economy.
However, they ignore the substantial evi-
dence of the transformational impact these
can have in the lives of the aam aadmi —
thie lower and middle classes. Take, for in-
stance, transfers to women,

India ranks poorly in most global in-
dices of women empowerment. The 2023
Global Gender Gap report by the World
Economic Forum ranked India at 129 out
of 146 countries, India is among the few
ocountries glohally to see decreasing par-
ticipation of women in the workforce in
the first two decades of
this century, despite stel-

recipients of these transfers increased their
spendingon nutrition, schooling and health,

So,where does one draw the line? These
transfers shouldn’t happen at the cost of
making adequate investments into build-
ing human capital or providing essential
pahlic services toall. Over the pastdecade,
AAFs Delhi Model of governance stands
out for havi i
ments in health and education — around
40 per cent of the annual budget. As are-
sult, Delhi arguably has the best govern-
ment sc ic healthcare
system for any Indian state mday. In com-
parison, most [ndian states spend little on
their crumbling education and public
health systems, even as they have intro-
duced cash transfers.

The AAP government has also made
lasting investments in infrastructure and
[provision of essential public services. Inthe
past decade, the electricity distribution net-
weork of Delhi has seen a major overhaul,
making it the leading Indian state providing
24x7 electricity, The length of the Delhi
Metro has doubled from 200 km to 400 km,
even as a record mumber of nearly 2 000 e-
buses were inducted, making Delhi the
leader in provision of green mobility, Over
10,000 kms of water pipelines and 4,500
kmsof sewer pipelines were laid, bringing
these amenities for the first ime to Delhi's
unauthorised colonies, which are home to
athird of its population,

The ather yardstick for determining the
limit of direct transfers should be their im.
plications on the state’s finances. The Delhi
Muodel stands out again by ensuring that,
even as the AAP government made un-
precedented investmenis in health, educa-

tion, infrastructure and in-

Christmas

to the people, heed their
concerns and insecurities

Church leadership needs to listen

ZERO HOUR
BY DEREK ()" BRIEN

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men todo nothing.”

— Alexei Navalmy,
Russian opposition leader

IN MY TWO decades in public life, incud-
ing three terms in Parliament, | have writ-
ten columns on a range of subjects, but
never one on the church in India, Thisis a
first. It needed to be written. More silence

cially in Kerala?; {vi) Why don't you ever
say aword condemning hate speeches and
crude communal slurs?; [vil) Why have at-
g st il
onthe rise?; {viii) Why are incidents of vi-
st Christians increasing?; (k)
ndla s Natlr.ma] Human Rights
accred-
itation twice since 20147, (x) Do you re-
member Father Stan Swamy? Sipper?
Straw? Death?

This year, 20 Christian MPs were invited
for dinner on December 3 by the Bishops®
body. To put it mare acourately, these werne
not Christian MPs but elected MPs who
happened to be Christians, Many MPs in-
sisted that the meeting had to go beyond
breaking bread together, There needed to
be an agenda. The Bishops” body then cir-
culated, in writing, a nine-point agenda to
the MPs. When news of what was dis-
cussed at the 80-minute meeting found its
way into i, the Bishops' body went

on the subject would make me complicit.,
Murmﬂr]’lwmnal[]madoda provinee)

into damage control mode and isswed a
puhlic statement denying that any meet-

of a large religious c tobd this
cotumnist: “Bishops must continue to lead
the Church on all spiritual issues, Bast is it
time for the lay Catholic leaders to unite
and set the direction for the church in social
and poditical spheres? It is time this is de-
bated. It is time Christians from the grass-
roats [referred moby the Church as the laity)
start openly asking direct questions of the
few hundred bishops who comprise the
key decision-making body of the Catholic
Churchiin India™

More priests and nuns, usually bound
by strict rules of discipline, have also be-
gun o speak up. A nun, who is a leading
educationist, told this columnist: “That
the hishop's body gave the Prime Minister
a platform during Christmas for a photo-
op is unacceptable, | only saw videos of
the PMin the media, Just platitudes, noth-
ing on the real issues”, She added: “They
can choose to invite whoever they want,
butwhywas not a single MP from amaong
the 20 elected Christian MPs invited ? Was
that a condition laid down by Mr Modi to
grace the occasion?"

Spreading festive cheer is ahaays wel-
come. But now, these are the han:l ques-
tions that maust be asked min-

ing had lace, Too clever by half]

Truth be told, the meeting did take place.
There was an agenda circulated as well.
Some of the points raised by the MPs in-
chuded: (i} Need tostop photo-ops. Christian
leadership should take a stand to call out
those who are not protecting the Consti-
tution; (i} Support the Muslim community,
i principle, on the Waagf Bill, acknowledgi
that there may be some clawses in the
that are contentious in a state or two;
(Christian organisations being targeted and
FCRA licenses beingcancelled; (iv)1ssues of

ir in exuc: -
stitutions and repeated attacks on places of
worship and personnel,

Ome suggestion made by this columnist,
who was present at that meeting, was the
need tbe proactive and foous ona positive
narrative, rather than only be reactive to
negative incidents and news, The focus
could be the community's significant con-
tribution to education, healthcare and so-
cial welfare, Here are just two among the
many heartening facts: (i) Seven out of 10
religious minority schools in India are
helmed by the Christian community; (i)
Three outof four students studying ininsti-
Christians are non-Christians.

ister of India, Marendra Mndl Many
Christmases have gone by, now answers
have to be demanded,

(i} Why did you attempt to turn
Christmas Day into “Good Governance
Day"?; {it) Why are you weaponising the
T-umu;n Contribution [Regulation) Act
(FCRA) to specifically target institutions nn

Internationally rencwned Jesuit human
rights and peace activist and writer Father
Cedric Prakash, speaking to this columnist,
does not mince his words: “The Church
leadership in India seems to have missed
the bus. Their hearts and ears are not listen-
ing to the cries of the millions suffering in
the country — particularly the minorities.

by the Christian ¢ 7; (i) Why
hawe you totally ignored the people of
Manipur?; (iv) Why are you encouraging
and passing anti-conwersion Laws that vi-
olate Fundamental Rights under Article 14,
15 and 25 of the Constitution? Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pracesh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan;
(v) Why areyou pushing the Wagf Bill and
playing minority versus minority, espe-

Eveniftheyar yund real-
ities, they seem to be totally frightened of
the ruling regime to take a visible and vocal
stand — just in case the powers bring out
the skebetons in the cupboard. All this does
notawgurwell for authentic Christian disci-
pheshipin today's India™

The writer is MPand leader, AN Indio
Trinamood Congress Rerfigmentary Farty
(Rafya Sabh)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PREJUDICE AT WORK

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Centre
amends prison manual to address caste-

based inequality’ | [E, December 2. This
is indieed a liberation for prisoners from

creasing d on

power of cash transfers. schemes or scholarships have helped house-
The success of mr:umhrnt parties in huldsm:ummumnm.ﬂnmmmhu-

Maharashtra e man-ch P outcomes. But in almost
bt of such cash- L ted  all cases, these are not substitutes for greater

towards wormen, T morethan 10 i thestateir i |

states that have either imple- ahility and accessibility of es-

mented or announced such sential services such as

schemes, In almaost all cases, i e health, education and nutri-

While the case of

the schemes were initiated
just before the elections and
led tothe incumbent govermn-
ments retuming to power in
the state legislative elections,
While women may have
emerged as the new political
constituency, the idea of
throwing cash at problems
that are difficult to resolve
has become an accepted
principle, This was success-

implementation and
irect tangible benefit to
what makes it

W]I.'t]'IL rthey actually
deliver on the purpose
for which they are
designed. On women

tion. Rather, these work as
complimentary incentives
for househaldsfcommuni-
ties to access these services.

Onthecontrary, it has led
toatendency towands com-
petitive populism with po-
litical parties and govern-
mentsvying with eachother
to increase the scale and
scope of such transfers, One
consequence of this has

lar poonomic growth,
Cashand in-kind trans-
fers towomen directly al-
Jorw them to tackle the mul-
tiple barriers they face in
accessing education and
o opportunities, besides
living a lifie of dignity. The
AAP government's free bus
rides scheme for women,
launched in 2019, isa testa-
meent to the lasting impact
of such transfers. An inde-

Cash and in-kind
transfers to women
directly allow them to
tackle the multiple
barriers they face in
accessing education and

job opportu
besides living a life of

dignity. The AAP
government’s free bus

tament to
g impact of

subsidies, Delhi's budget
consistently remained in
rewvenue surplus over the
past decade and Delhi's
overall debt-to-GDP ratio
reduced from 7 per cent to
4 per cent - among the

caste- wndage, The irony is that

the state throwgh its jail manuals, Model
Prison Maraal, 2006 and Moded Prisons
and Correctional Services Act, 2023,
whichnow stand lowing the
October 3 order by the Supreme Court,
Did grverriment officials tasked with de-
velopi ight of the

lowsest for any Ind:
Throughout this period,
Delhi has shown resilient
economic performance
with the lowest inflation,
among the lowest unem-
ployment rates in India and
GDP growth at par with
rest of India.

Critics of such transfers
ranely bilink at the true free-
bies, Over the last decade,

fully used by states such as c,“p(m,—,m_-m'aﬁmr_{)- been the excessive fiscal pendent 2023 study by re-
Telangana and Odisha o-deal by J-PAL on 20 cash skrain on state and central searchers from Ashoka
with agrarian distress, [ was yI=s i government finances at the University and Shiv Nadar
then adopted by the central transfer schemes in costol i i University I d
government by expanding  Latin America found ehe  health, education, nutrition Delhi's free bus rides
the scheme to all farmers in svidene sive. O basic infrastructure. schemne and found that it
the run-up to the 2019 gen- evideneeincondustve. ‘While new cash transfers ledd toa 24 per centincrease
eral elections as PM-KISAN, have been announced, in paid work and employ-
States have now tried using spending on existing basic mcnt [r.lr women from

«cash transfiers as a solution to the unemploy-
ment problem with several of them either
promising or actually implementing schemes
fior the unemployed.

The mmptaunn o use cash transfers as
thi fiits-all. 1for punm.alpar—

services, these are easy-to-implement, tan-

social protection such as the NSAR,

tions of society and there-

Gandhi Narional Rural Emplnymtnt
Gt Act [MGNREGA ) or

entitlement scherme remains frozen with de-
cline in real terms. What is needed is a nu-
anced understanding of the role of cash
transfers in supplementing and expanding
the social safety nets rather than a quick-foc

forvaters, directly
beneficiaries. The success of r]n: sciwme is
also due o the prefierence of beneficiaries for
such cash transfiers as they are fungible and
unconditional. Most importantly, these by-
pass the notorious state and central bureau-
cracies and the local middlemen, In a way,
these are the best way for politicians to con-

solution o deliver political divi-
dends. The costs of such profligacy in the long
runare likely to be much more harmful than
the short-term benefits they deliver.

Thewriter is associate professor, Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning, Schoal of
Socinl Sciences, INU, New Dethi

foremost likehy togain from affordable pub-
lic transpart.

Over the past decade, the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi has introduced multipbe sub-
sidies, includimg free electricity and free wa-
ter schemes, targeted at the lower and
middlle classes, that have provided a crucial
social safiety net o these groups and allowed
them to live a life of dignity. It has also
boosted their purchasing power, whichcre-
ates demand and keeps the wheels of the
economy running, Fears that such transfers
often end up being misspent have been
thoroughly disproven, Evidence from 119
developing countries running uncondi-

such transfers.

Indian banks have written

off nearly Rs 15 lakh crore

of had lnans of rich corpo-

rates with seemingly few consequences fior

over 12,000 wilful defaulters. In 2019, the

BJP-ruled Centre announced the biggest

corporate tax cut in Indian history, wiping

ulflkl Iakh crore in revenues annually and

its for Indi Po-

rates, evenas malwagcs[mﬂanunadjmrrd]

for salaried workers in India have declined

since 2012, One wonders whether the in-

tensity of debates surrounding cash trans-

fers to the poor are manufactured to shield

from scrutiny this far more regressive sub-
sidy that the Indian state offers.

The writer is an AAP leader and the author
of the book The Delhi Model

fact that the Comstitution prohibits caste-
based discrimination. Oris it caste preju-
dice that prevailed over reason?

LR M, New Defhi

A TALL LEADER

THIS REFERS TO the article, Thank you,
Doctor Sahib’ (IE, January 2), Dr
Manmohan Singh was an economicsex-
pert and a visionary leader. He faced
ridicule from the Opposition hut re-
sponded with poise and dignity. Dr.
is ever alive in every Indian's Ima.n_ He
has m:hc:l his name in elmry]ndlan 1
This simyplicit

constructive work, implementation of
welfare measures and, above all, eco-
nomic refarms which transformed the
Indian economy, Linlike his successor,
Singh engaged openly with the media,
His words have proven prophetic. He
wasn'tan accidental PM but an acciden-
tal politician and it is difficult for any ac-
ademic of his merit to withstand politi-
cal turbulence, He was indeed a stering
example of what a Ph in a democratic
country should be like,

S5 Paul, Nodia

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Sorryisn't
enough’ (IE, January 21 On May 3, 2023
peace in Manipur was shattered. The
continued ethnic clashes seemtobe the
order of the day. The visit of the
Opposition INDLA's delegation in July
2023 and three visits by the Leader of
Opposition could not comince vanous
communities in Manipur to cooperate
amd reach a peace deal The present chief
minister N Biren Singh has miserably
fatled toestablish law and order. Instead
of apologising, he should have quit to
make way foramore effective leader. All
militant groups must be disarmed,
i o gl N

C 1P
all ethnic groups resolved. The Prime
Minister's visit to heal the Manipur
wounds is overdue.

Subhash Vald, New Detfd

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Sorryisn't
enough' ([E, January 21 Manipur Chief
Minister M Biren Singh's apology for the
ethnicviolence that has the state
s too little, too late. Over 250 lives have
been lost and thousands displaced.
Singh'sacknowdedgmentof the tragedy
cannat erase his culpability. Under
Simgh's waatch, Manipur spiralled into
chaes, His failure to control the militias,
prevent the widespread use of looted
weapons and ensure the safety of all
communities makes his apology appear
mare like a strategic ploy than a sincere
effort totake accountability, Allegations
of bias against the Kuki-Zo community
have further eroded trust in his beadier-
shlp_ Manipur needs a leadership over-
haul face the o o5

of his failures,
Khaolean Das, Kolkato
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HIGH INTEREST rates on credit card loans
cannet be challenged as an "unfair trade
practice”, the Supreme Court has rubee.

Thee court last month set aside a juby 2008
order by the National Cnn1U|nrrI)I1 utes
Redressal Commissbon [NCDRC had
capped the interest rate at 30% pcr.mnum.

The court also ruled that the Reserve
ik of Inchia | RBI1) Is the only authority that
can impose limits on interest rtes.

Case history and arguments

'USURIIUS': The petitioners in “Awaz"
Pranita Soctery & Ors v, Reserve Bk of India &
Ors (2008 ), argued that banks were levying
“usurious” rates of interest in the range of 36-
A%% per annum for delays or defaults on
eredit eard payments,

This, they claimed, ameunted to an un-
fair trade practice under the Consumer
Pratection Act, 19686 which was replaced by
anew CPA In 2019)

'LEAVE ITTO BANKS': The REI submit-
e that it had directed banks to not levy ex-
cessive interest — however, it said, its policy
was to leave the determination of the spe-
cific rates of interest to hanks,

In May 2007, following complaints about
excessive interest rates charged by banks, the
Bl issued two directives, which stated that

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2025

EXPLAINED

High credit card interest is not ‘unfair trade

IS THE LAW®: Respondent banks, in-
clucling Citibank and HSBC, submitted that the
interest charged by them was protected by
The Banking Regulation Act, 1949 — and thai
only the RBlcould prescribe a maximum rate,

Section 214 of the 1949 Act states that “a

inue an “unfalr trade practice”.

The deefinition of this tenm under the CPA
Includes the use of deceptive or unkalr prac-
tiees “for the purpose of promoting the sake,
useor supply of any goodsor for the provision
of any amlcc" TI\lelw KDI&C Foumel, would

Eransaction between, wyand
bts chebtor shall not be e n|>mod I:y.\mr(mn'l
on the ground that the rate of
interest charged by the bank-
ng company in respectof such
ransaction is excessive”,
Smlnn ﬁa\quBlw

rates, , beyond SOEN I
usurousandcan nﬂiwrbcquumn.\l:lemrhc
mnﬁmmlu; h:numml

mn in the puhik interest, in the interest of

EXPLAINED

cover the

‘The NCDRC nated that the credit card in-
terest rate inthe LIS "ranges from
999 per cent to 17.99 per cent”,

0
@icExplained
#ExpressExplained

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

Irachfca Anel Cvs (2001
“The power conferred by Sections 21 and
35A. .. is coupled with duty to act (by issuing
directives)” and that "ary interest charged
and or capitalised in violation of REI direc-

tives, , shall be disallowed md.'mc:wdu:lc:l

practice’, here’s why

The court’s duty is merely to ensure this w-
tharity is not abused — eapping the interest
rate, as the Commission had done, "is an en-
fsamgr

10 the Reserve

Bank ol India”, the SCheld.
It alse beld that the Commission had ef-

from capital sum by as inter-
estand dealt with acoordingly”,

The NCDRC found “there is no justifiable
gmund for not mnmnlmllu' b.lnkkwlmh

infastraliait “varies from 18 per

cent to 24 per cent”, in Hung

borrowers by
Pt p— warying from 36 percent o459
percent per anaum.”, [t directed that "charg-

ingolinterest I 30 percent

fectively re-opened the transaction between
the bank and the debtor, whh h Ialnrml un-
der Section 21 Aol The At
*.Once the terms of the r:rnil: card op-
erations were known to the complainants
and dischosed by the hanking institutions be-
fore the issuance of the credit cards, the
Mational Commi Il ot have scruti-

Medeo. varies from 36 percent tn 50 pereent”,

ertain
"= .m:l instead .ulvlm! banka Ly
out appropriate internal principles and pro-
cedures so that usurious interest, including
processing and other charges, are not
levied, . on loans and advances™,

THis WORD MEANS
FREESTYLE CHESS

Achess variant in which the pieces in the back rank are
randomised at the start of the game

AMITKAMATH
MURMB AL DECEMBER 2

n‘l"mlahmm;ﬂhr recent clash between

by their teams, or powerful computer
chess engines.

That said, the pieces still retain their
regular characteristics. Rooks move In
straight lines, bishops cut across the

grandmasters Magnus Carlsen
u Makamura, Is freestylbe chess,
t.irlien and Nakarmiura last week ac-
cused FIDE of threatening grandmasters
whowanted to play in the Freestyle Chess
Grand Slam Tour, The two cven said th.nl

.u1:| I

tour over FIDE tournaments, le.:lcnlul
these allegations, and things were resolved
ahead of the recently concluded World
Rapid and Blitz Champlonship,

Chess with a twist
Freestyle chess
wias popularised by
the  legendary
grandmaster Bobiby
Fischer back in
1996. It is chess —
bt weith a wvist.
Inregular chess,
pasitions of chess
pleces on the back
ranks are fixed: the
roaks are stationed
on the cormers, the
lenights start on the
b and g files, the
bishops on the ©
and [ files, Both
kings are on d
seuares, while the
queens start one
seuares, Infn'cuylr chiess, however, the

In freestyle chess, 960 starting
positions are possible on the board.

board in diagonal move-
ments, and the mlgﬁunmhr sickle-like
veering matbons and retain the ability to
hap aver pheces,

Potential gamechanger

Ower the years, freestyle chess has
earned many names: Fischer Random
Chess, Chess 91X and Chess 960, Over
the last year, it has gained popularity
evenamong the créime de la crime of the
chess world.

TheFreestyle Chess GOAT, (h.lllrm.
aseven-day toumament

The Commission rubed against the banks,
halding that they could be ordened todiseon-

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JAMUARY 2

AR INDA rangg bn the new year by anmounc-
by the rollout of Wi-F Internet connectivity
services on board domestic and international
Aights servioed by select aireraftin s leet. This
makes the airline the first in India to offer
Internet connectivity on domestic flghts,

Wi-Fiwill be offered free of charge on do-
maestic lights operated by the select aircralt
lur.\llnutnllnlro:lwuey pcﬂud Uwrllmr.
Airl

theserv-

Carlsen {also the
eventual victor | and
German tech in-
vestor Jan Henric
Buettner last
February,  was
hugely popular. It
was the first major
freestyle tourna-
ment with classical
controls.

This year, the
tournament has ex-
panded to become
aseriesof five chess
events, which will
be  hosted in
‘Wangels, Paris, New
York, New Delhi,
and Cape Town The
ﬂrtl event wIII take place at the Schloss

these p
atthe startof the game,
This s meant to promate creativity

charted territory from the very first move
of the game. The shuffling of chess pleces
rmiakes possible 050 different starting po-
sitions on the board.

Thuis, the unlcue opening position in
each game eliminates all the opendng the-
ories which players like Fischer and
Carlsen say make chess very "theoretic”
and “bookish” in the first phase of the
game, Players do not have the luxury to
simply play out the first series of moves
hased

lays anc theod |

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

n Wangels from February
7o 14, Participants inclucle Viswanathan
Anand, Gukesh D, Fabiano Caruana,
Makamura, Noditbel Abdusattoroy,
Alireza Firouzja, Levon Aronian, Vincent
Keymer, and one player to be selected in
the open gualification. And of course,
Carlsen, the undisputed champion of the
farmat.

He recently said in an interview to
Finamedal Times: “We inherently believe
this is a better game than what we've
been playing in classical chess... Alotof
peophe who are in gaming feel that hav-
inga new map for every game is tremen-
dously exciting.”

ice an other aircraftin it fleet,

lintemet services are fast becom-
ing a standard offering, particularty among
major full-service carners { FSCs ) globally, Air
India, which returned to the Tata Group three
wears ago, has big ambitions to be counted
gy the workd's foremast aidlines,

Which AdrIndia plmummmlyluw
the onboard Wi-Fi

Foor o, Wi-F will be awailalale on the aie-
Hine's Arbus A350, Boeing 787-9, and select
Airbus A3 neo aircraft, The aidine was al-
ready offering Intemet connectivity on board
International lightsoperated by these aircraft
s part of an ongodng pilot programme.

Apart from the new A350 aircraft, which
Alr Inddia started operating in 2024, the other
aircraft are unelerstood o be those of erst-
while Vistara, which merged with Al Ind:.\ :n

ki Inllu'wrm:l ol e It rusbec] that “there is na justifiable ground
e bank for adopting the highest rate of P
mumncmmnmrlaanklru;mmmmf wvailing in smaller economies™,and "not even
atternpting to follow what is prevailing in de-
Decision of the NCDRC m;pfugwm'-_ iy

The Commission also referred to the
Supreme Court's dectsion in Central Bank Of

per annum...ls an unabr trade practice.”
The SC stayed this decision in 2000,

What Supreme Court said
Justices Bela M Trivedi and Satish
Chandra Sharma held on December 20 that
RBI alone can issue directions o banks to
carry out their functions lawlully and Lairy,

ALV AVIATION

How in-flight Internet works

Tata Group's Air India has announced the rollout of free in-flight Internet services on board domestic and
international flights serviced by select aircraft in its fleet. Here is how this will work

From the sky to the ground and back

SAI'I-.I.I.I'I'I-. - \ﬁ-‘, -
TELEPORTS AN EXTERNAL MOBILE
hased on the ANTENNA TOWERS
ground ¢ transmits the can recelve
signal from F wa signals from
satellites / satellite, orto the aircraft
mobile towers e whileitis
travelling
/ over land
WIFIANTENNAE placed ACABIN SERVER I
{ across the cabin recelve mllms:lmll !
| signals from passengers' from the cab
| mobile devices antennae
v INTERNET
[’\ DATACENTRE DATA CLN’I‘I{L
s "
ﬁ 3 ) v 4 .
b |

O the grownd data is routed through standard channels, The response tl\en lrmlsthcpmmin

nized the terms or cond ithons, Including the
rate of interest,” the SC held,

Banks had not “made any misrepresen-
tation to deceive the creclitcard holders”, and
there was not hing to show how, without vi-
olating any RBI directives, charging inflated
interest rates would amount to an unfair
trache practice, the couirt sald,

reverse, explaining the typically slow Internet sp

CAN YOU MAKE CALLS FROM THE SKY?

Movemnber. All these aireralt are equipy
with special hardware required to offer
Internet connectivity on board. Vistara had

WHIL it irfines and AR INDUA has ot said whethe nterme-based woice cll
try-spe tufthansa hassaid | willbeallowed
. Lt z !
Hestio oot e

Aights prior to the merger.
On board the Vistara aircradt, the service

cralt. mmwnwulumamlmuluwm

was facilitated by another Tata Group
pany — Meleo — in partnership with
Panasonic Avionics Co

l.mlmllw.ﬂarm |:Mw;tmnlslu Imly

service is now being extended to select Alr
Endia’s domestic i
Passengers will to enable Wi-Fi on
thelr devices, and select the ‘Adr India Wi-F'
network o access the Intermet. They will then
be recirected to the Air India portal an the de-
wice's default browser, and will need to enter
thedr cletails, including PNE and bast name, The
device will then be connected o Wi-F

VAJIRAM B RAV|
) bussian o1 148 Baammaton
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What h Habl

Inthe caseof a satellte-based connectivity
system, the signals are then transmitted
threugh an antenna on top of the aireralt to.a

up o a certain ml:llu:lc That said, the avall-

alility of nearby towers on the ground ks a

funcamental limitation of this technology.
The ather aption, whuh Iﬁ fast g.nnang

Thesame  of water, sparsely populated  sateflite, which relays them toa ground station
maswnhuut cnuuuh cellular towers, the  of tedeport, In response, signals are sent from
its, it s learnt, and stable  th 1 stat I ibe, which

lays
therm tothe alreraft. In ATG technology, the sig-
nals from the server on board the aircralt are
transmitted directly toon-land celhular towers
mlnalhr wnwumlrmlhl heaircralt, The

1 ircraft,

popularity, is satelli

Put simply, Internet from uruundst.lluns Is
rransmitted toaireraft through satellites, us-
g antenmae miounted on topod the alrealt’s
body. This farm of mmmmly uffm w::lm'

In=fight Wi-F l;lyplully munhqkmr
thanonth g with
Wrm«nuluglewn:emu;uukwrkﬂ

in. tl
In-fllghl mmmivily systems pwlmarily

ccllulﬂr:mm& .ﬂmlmm-mm .up-hmm:und

coverage, and is
inge unwlvl:y when the alrcraft M‘{y‘mg
over reglons without ground eewers,

(ATG) technol R
Eivity, Both require special antennae and other
equipment o be installed on the aircraft,

in-Might Wi-Fi work?
Multiple Wi-F antennae are located in-
side the atrcraft cabin, which get signals from

hed 1 1w, "l
ki el - o

P yeers’ devices, From these in-cabin an-
tennae, lhc sunuls are sent to-an on-board
server. Till . the process is the same

the nearest tower

for both ATG andd ;alrlhlr-lmcd connectivity,

airlines and 7

Airlines have to bear the indtial costof in-
stalling antennae on aircraft, Some aidines
Tave been of the view that it would be casier
forthem to have the equipment installed on
their new afreraft rather than taking planes
out of serviee for reerofitting.

Craphic: Kool
fleet, it might make sense to equip its older
i s ctivi

as partof that exercise, It s woeth noting that
the aircraft on which the airline s currently
elfering Wi-Fi are significantly newer than
much of the carrier's legacy flect, and came
installed with the necessary equipment.

Glabally, some aidines offering onboard
Wi offer a small volume of free nternet be-
fore asking the customer to buy a data pack,
which is usually not cheap, Some carriers
provide limited or unlimited Internet to
members of thelr loyalty programmes, and
Business class and first elass passengers,

For the time being. Air India is olfering
the Internet free for a Bmited introdustory
period, The airline has not specified when it
plams to make the servioe chargeable.

With the demand forin-Right Internet ex-
pected to grow, airlines are looking at it as a
source of ancillary revenue. And since it is ex-
penshve for aldines o equip their planes to of-
(ﬂlnltmel mnnmwlly. m:n‘lw-.ﬂmiwl

For Abr India, which ks anyway undertak-
ing a mammoth $400-millien retrodit po-

Wi

(‘1.1.1" |:.\wr|prrb. is unlllnrly o be & norm, at

ErATITE 0 SPruce up its legacy by
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Why Uttarakhand government is promoting the winter Char Dham circuit

AISWARYA RAJ
DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 2

THE UTTARAKHAND
December 8 inaugural

Char Dham's winter seats
Mestled in the Garhwal

rnment_on
the winter Char
Dham circuit, aimed at drneding tourists to
the state in the off-season winter manths.

Ing for roughly 8.4% of Uttarakhand's an-
nual domestic tourist footfall, The Char
Dham Yatra (pilgrimage) thus drives the

SabE's eCOnOmy.

But during the winter months, heavy
snowfall leaves these shrines inaccessible,
and their gates are shat. In fact, during the
cold manths, the presiding delties of these
temples are brought to shrines at lower al-
titucdes. Mukhba in Uittarkashi district is the

winter seat of Gangotri

Dham;

Himalayas in Uttarakhand, are Dham; Kharsali, also in

four revered Hindw shrines or Ulmtaahi i the winter seat

dlhvarms — Gangor, CULTURE i

Kecarnath, and Badrinath — Kularnath s winter abode is

collectively Imownaacharljham thc{)mlumllwarltmplcin ukhlmlh in
year, i o, |akdis %

of pilgrims visit these shrines. According to

s at
Pandukeshwar in C'lldmﬂll district,

more than 48 lakh pilgrims and 5.4 lakh ve-
hbcles visited Char Dham this year, account-

The winter Chat DMm :‘Im:lt Is being
A by thel
with the aim of drawing pdlgrims o these

vIsIlIlulMOml:amlmmcmple 510dvis-  nations in the vicinity of the four winter  Nautiyal said,
THEWI nl? Panchukestwar, 3,114 visitingMukhba,  abodes,” he said, “The Uttarakhand government's deci-
b 3 ) and 614 visiting the Kharsall temple. "When the entire North Inclia is blan-  slonto initiate the winter Char Dham Yatra
ot loeted by smog in winters, we would like to s asignificant and positive move.. [but] this
“yamunotd | al Changing perceptions tap Inwlmm aswe popularly call it o o post el =
. P ngatr 'L According to the Uttarakhand tourism“sun tourism’, The winter Char Dham will  addressed with care and foresight. The pri-
‘ ) ""\‘ department, the Char Dham nets the state  reinvigorate tourism,” Kurve added, mary conoern is one of safety, security and
KWWI MUKHBA a:*""" mare than Rs 200 erore daily. However, public health givien the tereain and harsh
m i thisinflow s yet to take off during thewin-  SOMe concerns weather in the mountain areas of

]‘ er season. Envirenmentalists and activists say  Uttarakhand,” be told The indban Express.
UKHIMATH > Sachin Kurve, the state’s tourism secre- — that the yatra needs proper management, Ravi Chopra, the former chaleman of the
- PANDUKESHWAR  tary, said the winter Char Dham pro-  and must be promoted keeping sustain-  Supreme Court appointed High Powered
Dshvadun . grarmme will help rectify this, and change ablllmn mind, (mmllm(HFC]mthmnrDtnm pme.
K e image of Uttarakhand as just “Looking at pilgri bers as reand th

™ Haridwar destination. records is leading to unnecessary over- :lnlmals on lhnhlgh muuntam shopes and
“Since Char Dharn oec dthe  crowding, and Foad and water, “In the
o ism prospects in the state, once the  eommerclalisation of the sacred sites, The Flnal report of the HPC ta the SC, we hael
shrines, and attracting tourist footfalltothe  shrines close, people have a perception that — increased footfall is straining local infra- {fically mace a mention that the traffic

state during off-season months, As of
December 30, the shrines recorded a foot-
fall of 15,314 pilgrims — with 6482 pilgrims

winter Is not an apt tme to visit the state.
Howrever, with the launch of winter Char
Dham, people can visit lesser-known desti-

structure, d and

ﬂl‘;:up:nuthc sim'tll;rorthc Iifllz!:mh

uring winters can cawse disturbance for
wildlife Illwsmw leapard and mnumm

aheep, Iy animals," Chop
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Save Priya

's story reveals a harrowing struggle. Effores must
ion and ensure repatr

Priy:

intensify to stop her exect

On

has sparked widespread debate and concern. With her death sentence sanctioned

The story of Nimisha Priya, a nurse from Kerala, currently on death row in Yemen,

by Yamen's President Rashad al-Alimi, the clock is ticking on securing her release.
Her story is not an isolated case but an ordeal that many workars face in the Gulf and
many other countries. This case is not only about the fate of one individual but also
raises critical quastions about justice, diplomacy and human rights. Nimisha Priva, a
trained nurse, moved to Yemen to work in private hospitals and make a career. In 2015,
she partnered with Yerneni national Talal Abdo Mahdi to set up a clinic in Sana'a. Yeman's
laws necessitate local sponsorship for businesses and Mahdi played that roke for Priya.
However, this professional relationship spiraled into a nightmare. Mahdi manipulat-
ad ownership documents of the clinic, claimed he was her husband using forged and
marphed photographs and seized control of her finances. She was harassed mantal-
Iy and subjected to physical torture and imprson-
ment in her own home. In 2017, desperate to reclaim
her passpart and escape his clutches, Priya attempt-
ed to sedate Mahdi. Unfortunately, the sedatives
proved fatal due to an overdose, leading to his death.
The Yemeni judicial system found her guitty of mur-
der, sentencing her a death sentene.
Efforts to appeal her conviction have been exhaust-
ed, with the Yemeni Supreme Court and President
rejecting her pleas. While Mahdi's death is undeni-
ably tragic, Priva only wanted to regain her life and
runaway from coercion and cruelty. If she is execut-
ed than it would be travesty of justice and would mean
penalising a victim, Priya’s actions, though legally punishable, occurred in a context
of desperation and fear for her safety and freedom. The Government of India must
assist Nimisha Priya and her family in securing her release and repatriation. Her release
hinges on a complex process involving Yemen's fribal justice systerm and the pay-
ment of blood money to Mahdi's family must be paid by the accused to get a par-
don. High-level diplomatic discussions with Yemani authorities and tribal leaders ara
essential to secura a waiver of the death penalty. Besides, mobilising public support
to raise blood money can be a way out. Employing a dedicated legal team with exper-
tise In Yemeni law and tribal negotiations is crucial to ensuring faimess and efficien-
¢y in the process. Highlighting Priya’s case on global platforms as a human rights
issue may garner iternational support and pressura Yemen to reconsider her sen-
tence. Priya's case underscoras the plight of axpatriates caught in abusive circum-
stances. Her actions, while grave, wera not premeditated but driven by self-praser-
vation against a backdrop of systemic exploitation. Repatriating Priya to India would
allow her a better trial. The Indian government and civil sociaty must step up efforts
to secure her release and ensure she receives a fair chance to rebuild her life.
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Local folk

Crowdfunding can transform

Jers (Banl Fakir) perloem fo ertaran visilors and wisherg tham Happy Mew e, in Birbhum Pl

science research funding

By connecting directly with the public, crowdfunding offers
researchers an opportunity to explore bold ideas fueled by passion

he  conventional
research  funding
maodel, which is pri-

marily dependent on govern-
ment grants and institution-
al allocations, is currently
under increasing scruting.
Scientists and innovators fre-
quently find themselves fac-
ing competition for a dimin-
ishing pool of resources as
budgess tighten and priorities
shift in numerous regions of
the globe.
A novel paradigm is emerg-
ingg, one that is influenced by
the digital economy: crowd-
funding for rescarch. s it pos-
silbe tht this community-dri-
ven, decentralised approach
could revolutionise the way
we  finance  science?
Government funding has
been a cornerstone of scien-
tific research across the globe,
articularly in the domain of
E:!Kit: rescarch. This funding
pliys a vital role in driving
innovation, supporting the
exploration of fundamental
scientific principles, and fos-
tering advancements that
often serve as the foundation
for applied rescarch and tech-
nological development.
Despite its critical impor-
tance, accessing government
research grants presents sig-

g
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nificant challenges for scien-
tists and institutions, making
it a complex and often time-
consuming endeavour.

The exhaustive application
process is one of the foremost
difficulties in securing gov-
ernment funding, Researchers
must navigate hectic admin-
istrative paperwaork, including
filling out detailed forms,
providing extensive docu-
mentation, and adhering to
strict procedural guidelines.
This bureaucratic overhead
often becomes a distraction,
diverting researchers’ time
and energy away from their
primary focus—scientific dis-
covery.

Writing and refining grant
proposals, ensuring compli-
ance with submission require-
mienits, and cosrdinating with
institutional administrators

consume weeks or even
manths, This process can be
overwhelming for many sci-
cntists, particularly those
invu]vcg with teaching
responsibilities or other pro-
fessional commitments,
Another challenge is the
influence of governmental
policy an funding priorities.
The allocation of rescarch
funds is often tied to the
strategic objectives of the rul-
ing government. This means
that researchers must tailor
their propasals to align with
themes or areas of focus
deemed significant by policy-
mal

As a result, projects that do
not align with government
priorities may struggle to
tind financial support, even if
they hold substantial scientif-
i or societal value, Moreover,
the eligibiliy criteria for gov-
ernment funding further
restrict access, Typically, gov-
crnment grants are available
only to individuals holding
doctoral degrees and those
affiliated with recognised aca-
demic or research institu-
tions, and some agencies
restrict people from private
institutions.

Crowdfunding is emerging as
a revolutionary alternative to

Winter session stalemate:

Urgent need for reform

There is a pressing need for parliamentary reforms to ensure discipline,
decorum and efficiency as a lot of parliamentary time is simply wasted

he Parliament'’s pro-
ductivity in the
recent Winter
Session was a record
low, with only 52 per
cent of scheduled work com-
pleted. Various Factors, includ-

ing disruptions and lack of

quorum, contributed to the
reduced output. The confronta-
tion between the treasury
benches and a belligerent
Opposition continued through-
out, The current performance
highlights the challenges in
maintaining prodictivity.
The Opposition, in particular,
wanted to discuss the Adani
issue. Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi has been raising
the issue in public. It is a mat-
ter of significant public inter-
est due to its implications.
Also, the Opposition asked
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to apologiee for his com-
ments about Dr BR Ambedkar,
a highly respected figure in
Indian history. The govern-
ment was not willing to be flex-
ible. With a productivity of
merely 40.03 per cent during
the Winter session,

Lok Sabha passed four of the
five bills it received. Rajya
Sabha approved 3 bills. During
this session, the Lok Sabha
lost 65 hours and 15 minutes,
the highest in 2024, Many
requests for adjournment
motions made in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha were not
accepted. The 18th Lok Sabha
is different in many respects.
For the first time in a decade,
we have a strong opposition
with an ul'l'icilﬁ leader of
Opposition (LOP). The bitter-
ness between parties within
and outside Parliament is
increasing. Neither side is will-
ing to  accommodate.
Discipline, decorum and digni-
ty of Parliament are of para-
mount importance. The press-
ing need for parlismentary
reforms is more evident than
ever, and action is needed now.
Cwver its 97,87,50,000 of taxpay-
ers’ money was spent during
the Winter Session. The cost of
running a Parliament session is
over Rs 2.5 lakh per minute, a
considerable burden on the
exchequer, which should
prampt reevaluating our parlia-

mentary practices. The
Parliaments high cost and
low productivity must be
addressed sooner or later.
House is often adjourned
mun¥ timies a day. In the last
five decades, it has increased
by over 100 times. This
underlines the need to
address the issue. For
instance, Parlisment saw
rmlcnla from the ruling BfP-
ed NDA and the aggressive
Opposition INDLA ﬁuc. Bl
MPs accused the Congress
party of “insulting” Dr
Babasaheh  Ambedkar.
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and INDIA Bloc
MPs demanded the resigna-
tion of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah over
his  comments about
Ambedlar,

The escalating conflict over
this issue resulted in two
injuries and police involve-
ment. Political partics
should focus on honouring
Ambedkar's legacy instead of
blaming cach other.Other
hills inﬁmk' the Mussalman
Wakf (Repeal) Bill, the
Bharatiya Yayuyan
Vidheyak, the Disaster
Management (Amendment)
Bill, the Bills of Lading Bill,
the Carriage of Goods by Sea
Bill,  the  Railways
(Amendment) Bill, the
Banking Laws
(Amendment) Bill, and the

DURING THIS

LOK SABHA AND

Oilfields (Regulation and
Development] Amendment
Bill.

The government also intro-
duced a controversial bill,
‘One Nation, One Poll'
While the MPs are called
lawmakers, Bills have been
passed amidst the din and
noise without pro
sion. The decreasing time
available for parliamentary
debates i detrimental to
democracy. Protests,
adjournments, and short-

SESSION, ::ncil‘ e-;:igﬁin}m I;aa\-'n lost near-
y halt of the sessions.
THE LOK SABHA Parliamentarians question
LOST 65 HOURS the government, '.:]I\'ii infor-
AND 15 MINUTES. mation, and check it main-
, ly through the Question

House.
THE HIGHEST Short Notice questions, call-
IN 2024. ing attention, and adjourn-
° ment motions all check the
MANY  executive. But all these are
levant only when the
REQUESTS FOR ;?uuu: runs, More efforts
ADJOURNMENT  need to be made to establish
the success of a parliamen-
MGT|GNS tary system: Di\ciplim‘,
character, and a strong sense
MADE IN of public morality. The need

for comprehensive and
immediate parliamentary

RAJYA SABHA N‘[rl'lllﬁ‘;ﬁ im:nc evident than
\ for ac

WERE NOT £ Al stakeholders,

ACCEPTED including political analysts

and citizens, must under-
stand the urgency of the sys-
tem.All stakeholders, from

KALYAN SHANKAR

political parties to citizens
interested in governance and
EN1I|.i<'|Il’IL‘I|IaI}' afl , should
tieel this urgency. Economic
relorms are imperative o
ensure sustainable econom-
ic growth. The role of
Parliament is linked with the
new economic policy, which
should lead to a drastic
reduction in the role of the
State. Professionalising floor
management techniques is
crucial  to  ensuring
Parliament’s efficient func-
tioning.
While we can legitimately be
proud of the reasonably suc-
cessful work of Parliament
during the last five decades,
Parliament must function
in step with the needs of the
changing times. We must
proceed carefully and cau-
tiously and evolve a nation-
al consensus on desirable
changes.  After  all,
Parliament is the communi-
cation link between the peo-
ple and the government.
The solution lies in adopting
healthy parliamentary prac-
tices and maintaining deco-
rum and discipline, which
are crucial for dignified
conduct in the Parliament.
For this, both the govern-
ment and the Opposition
must cooperate,
(The writer is a papular
columnist; views
are personal)

(3911, 1TO THE EDITOR
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DHARMAPALAN

overcome these hurdles.
(imwtlfundil}s involves gath-
ering financi e-uplptrn for a
project or venture by solicit-
|n]“ small contributions from
a large group of people, lr‘p-
ically through online plas-
forms.
It affers a direct, democratic,
anid flexible sodution, empow-
ering researchers 1o purue
their ideas with fewer con-
straints while promating pas-
sion-driven inquiry.
Crowdfunding  allows
researchers to connect direct-
by with the public, garnering
inancial support for projects
that resanate with a broader
audience. Platforms like
Kickstarter, Indiegogo,
FundBRazr, Hoope,
GoFundMe, etc. have already
successfully funded creative
projects and their application
in schentific research is grow-
ing. Crowdfunding science
projects require researchers to
dedicate considerable time
and effort to campaign man-
agement, diverting resources
away from their core research
work,
(The writer is an adjunct
Saculty at the Netiosal
Institute of Advanced
Stuidivs; views are personal)

AN EXCELLENT ARTIGLE ON DR SINGH

Madam — 1 am writing to express my
heartfelt appreciation for the excellent
article titled "The Statesman and a
Gentleman' published in your esteemed
newspaper. The article captures the life,

legacy and unparalleled contribution of

Dr Manmohan Singh to India’s econom-
ic and political ]unﬁuupc. The article is
very informative and educative. [ have
found Dr ¥V K Bahuguna extremely
weell-informed. His writings are excellent
and deep.

R K Sharma | New Delhi

SIMPLIFY H-1B VISA PROCESS
Madam —The H-18 visa system, a vital
link between international talent and US
companies, has become a contentious
issue in the global workplace. It nlll'cre-

Farmers’ protests disrupt daily lives

farrmars. agitation that started with the 3

farm kaws anacted by the parfiament, whach
s touted to b the game changer o improve
Eha acanamic hoatth of farmars across tha coun-
Ery. As usual, abaut avary decision of tha Union
Govt. lnd by Marandra Modi since 2014, the palit
with tacit anti-India intemation-

Pouma at large aro angrily fad up with the

in

o for skilled prof
fickds Lke bechinology, medicine
nsering but faces signi
such as intense competition, complex
procedures, and unclear minimum wage
thresholds, According to a 2024 report Ey
U5, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, only 85,000 of 387,000 applica-
tions were approved, with the ]mlnr{'-
based system often excluding hlglh y
qualified professionals, Companies like
Infosys, TCS, and Google face ralent
shortages due to limited approvals, while
startups struggle with high costs, rang-
ing from $35,000 to $50,000 per applica-
tion,

The lack of a minimum wage threshold
further fosters unfair competition for U5,
workers. Tesla CEO Elon Musk has
called for reforms, including a minimum
wage of §150,000 to ensure only highly
ﬁklﬁl.‘d professionals qualify. He advocates
mmplilrlng}und automating processes to
enhance elficiency. Musk also suggests
reducing fees to support startups and
small businesses, aligning the system with
its goral of advancing Americas techno-
logical and industrial leadership.
Reforming the H-1B visa system {mlrn.l.
bt ULS. innovation, productivity, and
tax revenues while balancing competition

al foroes successtully bullt the narrative aftar
Ehesr anti-CAA agitation faded out and the anti-

between local and fi wirkers. With
transparent and efficient procedures,
the system could become a cornerstone
of global collaboration and long-term
Emwlh. positioning the ULS, as a leading

ub for global talent.
R K Jain | Barwani

ROHIT SHARMA NEEDS A BREAK
Madam — Australia is the champion in
the Boxing Day’ test at Melbourne when
they have everything in their command.
The will to win made all the difference
and the Aussics did it professionally at
MCG in the fourth test to take the lead
2-1 in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
While India lost by a margin of 184 runs
bf' bowled out for a meagre 155 in their
chase, the selectors must take a serious
call at this juncture. It's once again the
Emhclic failure of Rohit Sharma, which
as been highly disappointing and Kohli
partnered ]l:im soan in the pavilion by
recklessly fishing one well outside the off-
stump. K L Rahul and N K Reddy can't
always bie among runs and get out by the
beauty of deliveries. Yashasvi Jais i'

af the Whafs

forcos addad up force in the agitation wndar the
arab of farmars.
Though abwiausly fhe so-called farmens wha are
agitatad are from Punjab and have besn the
racipiait of 1 bipgost cake from the stat in
tha namp of MSP, subsides, [oan wahwers, fres
aluctricily et whit they are damanting now is
untanable. Tha Suprarme Caurt which callad far
suspension of the farm laws wilhout exarcs-
ing its authorty agasnst the raablocks is stil
chval tewards the ragady of commutars on the
highway blocked by thass anarchists suppart-
ocl by AR, Cangross and SAD paliticasy just o
wvant thair hatrod towarcs Bo BIP and Mai, Daly
forciblo evacuation of the highway i the very
first thing that nesds ta be done, the 5C and the
GJI must ordar the w=s of force in public and
nartional intarest at the sarfiest.

Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala

the lone fighter in the middle and his flu-
ent 84 could 't help the team when wick-
cts were falling il’ikc ninepins at the
other end.
When Pat Cummins sets an example by
his responsible all-round display for the
Aussies, Rohit Sharma can’t have any
excuses for his dismal batting, Selectors
would continue with Rohit for the final
test at Sydney and if the stewardship does-
o't go to change in the near future it will
be construed as gross injustice for Jasprit
Bumrah by denying him the captaincy at
the rlgihl time, Time has ripened for
Bumrah to take over and its high time for
Rohit to gently take a break from the test
cricket format to make room for deserv-
ing young guns wheo are in the waiting for
lomg to take pride by wearing the Indian
hat. Maybe the Head Coach Gautam
Gambhir might have felt that his fitness
and form are much better than relying on
Rohit and Kohli at this stage.

AP Thiruvadi | Chesnai

Send your feedback fo:
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

"TTHE HOTTEST YEAR

Met body's warning that 2025 could be another hot year should
lead to guardrails. It's time political class takes ownership

HE JURY 15 still out on whether climate change has reached a pulntudmrc-

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE !\CGRESSION SHUWN by tlu: B]P rc-
cently inside Park

both the nature and the limits of its duml-
nance. lts detractors may take satisfaction

dogical s (MDY from the fact that these developments indi-
::;"&rﬁ;mm A il Department '[ itx hotte rmrs::; cate the B]P‘s irritation owver the enhanced
ion. The B sems to

1901 should be sobering for pulqunalw:rs acmss the world. Globally, toa,

there ucnuugh wldcm:thaﬂhe year gone by was the hottest on record = though the

#on [WMO ) has not yet i | anefficial declaration. The

IMD and WMO haw: wamcdthat 2025 could be another hot year. By all accounts, India
ison nacktu mmmsg!ubal climate goals. That, however, isn't the ﬁsr meustcuumlr

Inchian policymak m

therefare,

bea permanently angry party, Even in its vic-
nuricsma:tmrmd\-mlctlw Sualk-rl:s
lackbhustre perfor

thons, the BJIYs response tothe parliamentary

Isthe &P

reallya dorninant party?

tom o

—frame hoatac Iulld e | i systems,
up weather-alert mechanisims, overhaul drainage systems, install irrigation

won of

may b
bination ul'clccmral suctm,{u
.t|

combat water scarcity and climate-proof agricult
Asthe plamgct;huthr.thcchallcm w:llbehaddm; peaple'svulnerabilities with-

outcor I | needs than!upcrocmurthc:uum:y‘s
GOPis din sectors th hiigghl Iture, forestry, wa-
terand power utilities, andwnstrunlun AWorld i Forum study estimates that

agriculture output is estimated to drop by 16 per cent in the next five years, mavlng ot

Trse

tothe politics of
ng the tnmsdpulltnl dliscousrse, How far
does the AP qualify for being adominant pole
i this sense? The shadow of Congress domi-
nance, and c:aggcratcd prujcctlum orthc
BJ*s smart

slsurthc En’sdumlnannc Thc rurmcr mah:s

" than 2.5 per cent of the GDOP report, kast year, by the global
sultancy CBRE, cslmsthanwlyscprrcmu(thrmumrysmrraa:nx:um s at risk

ount of el
by thc BJP magh: still not match the domi-
Congressduring 1950-70,

duetoextreme weather events, The Reserve Bank of India has al whobal
warming can upset financial stability and growth. Quantification uhluman: risks in the
country has, however, been patchy, largely because of the fragmented nature of infor-
mation and widespread variations in data collection mrtncs In this context, the REN's
riove, Last year, o set v, the Cimate Risk i isatimelystep.
The system’s focus on In.al—lcw:l seenarios is particularly salient given that climare vul-

nerabilities vary every few kilometres in the country,
nncpulltlraldasshas Itmw:r ly tal LAY | bank, Met
Iy, academia and cf itutions. The toll talen by floods, kandslides, sea-level
Ase, poor air and the loss of green lungs has rarely been at the centre of political conver-
;atlun. cw:n during the general election last year. Tha.t swhylungstand:m; wulnerabilities
Infall, heat andcold foods

et
cannot takee the stress of more than normal raindall, plannlng:haldmnutamwnt!urlu
cal lydrology and civic agencies whose mole seerms limi 1 rescue.
It smmaslnglyhcumlm:lcar:hatﬂmds thuushb,cythmsand heatwaves cannot be
dealt with on a short i, o el e

YOUNG AND HOPELESS

BPSC exam row in Bihar points to asystemic distortion and
lack of accountability that is taking a high toll across states
N THE RUN-LIP to the 2024 Lok sahiuclmn. countering the Opposition parties’
piteh onth ra Mo haed saicl that, for him, there
an:unly Tour castes: Poor, Fanm:rs.wumm and youth. The emphasis on youth, an
underdining of their issues and concerns, could also be found in the mani festos of
parties and leaders' speeches, Hu\-\twr:n Zm‘tlllw:manyymm hdun: it,across states, the
young were et down by bead toa recurring pat-
tern — paper leaks and allegations of cheating and foul play leading to exam cancellations
and students’ protests, bo noavail. The controversy over the Bihar Public Service Comimission
(BIPSC) prefiminary ination held on 13 is only the labest in a dismal series.
One of the centres in Patnasmadlsnmun —it \Maullqgrd that the question paper

had been leaked, Soon after reports of i mmwspaslung
students’ protests, On iber 19, the G isshon decided I

anly for one centre. As the protests intensified, leaders like Prashant Kisher, founder of the
state's feclgli 3 Party along with I educators, put their weight behind the

students” demancs; RID's Tejashwi Yadav asked the Commission to conduct fresh prelims
across the state, The BPSC controversy, however, is just one more in a long listof such ireg-
ularities. The year 2024 saw the NEEr G Fracas, followed bythe cancellation of the NET
and NEET-PG exams, E Jucted for state g in LR, Rajasthan,

harashtra, and Tamil Nad 1 sl sies, The Centre introduced the Public
Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means) Act {(2024) to lay down guardrails.

Bt is it enough to pass a Liw? Ever since the uproar over the Yyapam scam in Madlnya
Pradesh in 2013 < its ghosts are still to/be laid to rest < few political parties have made ita
political orelectoral Ismc For the aspirants, mmrdwlmm bclmghmamlucd castes

Perceptions of its smartness, on the other
hand, lead one to believe thatall past histores
of deminance will be surpassed by the B
Leetus first ook at electoral poditics. The BJP
has not anly retained power for three pardia-
mientary elections, it has alsoretained its vote
share, The distance from its nearest competi-
tor is huge = 15 percentage points. 5o, the
minimal criterion of beingadominant player
s easily fulfilled. But this all-India picture bhe-
comes complicated once we start looking at
states, Over the past decade, in pariamentary
electons, it has retained its hold over Gujarat,
P Chhattisgarh and Assarm. thas made sig-
nificant gains in Odisha, Andhra and
Telangana. But in 2024, the BJP faced setbacks
n states that were on the verge of becoming
its bastions — Karnatala, Maharashtra,
Haryana, Rajasthan and UP < besides ailing to
expard in fharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal,
Adew states continue to be out of bonds for
the BJP after 10 years. These include Kerala(in
terms of seats ), Tamil Nacu, Punjab and prac-
tically the cn:'m: Nunlv.-ast texcept, Mssam,

s andfest i

dummancc Right after its handsome vkmry

EDITORIAL PAGE |

Hard power

BJP's dominance is marked not just by its electoral upper
hand but also by the long armof the law and intolerance

The B]Ps politics has often
been one of acrimaony, deep
divisions and consequent
lack of smooth institutional
functioning, The adversarial
relationship berween the
ruling party and the
Opposition can be compared
only with the worst and
weakest phase of Congress
dominance — 1972 to 76,
The frequency and
vehemence with which the
BIP has to resort to
repression and use of state
machinery against political

in 2014, the BP failed in Delhi and Bihar lost
Ragasthan and Chbattisgarh: ha to steal MP,
Karnataka and later, Mat it lost

WWWINDIANE XPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
WHATEVER AFFEC
AFFECTS ALL INDIRECTLY

— MarTid Lo Kin Ji

i

I'S ONE DIRECTLY,

alten physkalm.amd.wk‘umd lluwsh

Himachal, Karnataka and recently, could not
win Jharkhand. West Bengal, too, has re-
mained beyond its grip so far,

of,

“The B]‘.I’sabullyh: sclan agendais predi-
wcdm thenmuscutwurmnwmalm-r
clor gect all chi “‘4!.&!”

national and browt et

The weak of the BJIs dominance is
mare apparent in its voter pool. It has
strengthened that pool sinee the 1900s, but
notexactly diversified it. le continses bo strg-
pletobea” dumlnmt'panycncumpasslnga

that may engage in pmtes:s and agna:mns

Besides an electoral u pcthand the o

of the lavw and the still longer armm of mi nfur

malun and Imumdusm:aln the BJI"s pre-
This

cross-section of vaters, The BJP lom-
inant because under its Hindutva urmibrella, it
5 AraC

Isnutunlybcuusem W:;wmk:numcrm
B

and won sizeable support among Dalits and
Adivasts. Its inability and urmillingness o cul-
tivate the Muslim {and Christian) vote is a
well-known limitation. Beyoned this self-im-
posed lmitation, the BJs voter umbrella is

dumlmncc a certain intolerance and mpa-
tience with those who disagree is inherent.
‘Overall, today’s BJP is a case of truncated
dorminarce, The limits to electoral successes,
the mm:mlcswrnsvubcrumlla andthc

rather weak in acce lating most mar- Tt
ginal sections of society, picdwlmsusplmnuranydlsscn: point toa
‘While the party hasexpanded beyond the  deficitin twoqualities that shape robust dom-

typical middle class, it is more acceptable
AMONE Upper and mlddlc castes and the

inance: Statesmanship and willingness on
democraticaccommadation, Instead],its dom-
inance is wowen through a maze of naked

mllflllluun.lm VOl

Acliy l hatthe  power, verbosity and chicanery.

unpcrhalrursuclcty.whldtlmmumm; TMHPmmmmurﬂnhmlm
the uul inth larena o

BJan [Suhas M;hlkatand jyullMlsht‘d.
Studdies in Indicn Politics, Decermber 2023 It
has been slightly more successful among ur-
ban constituencies than among rural. Even
amang women, whike the BPis about toneu-
tralise the gender gap, it has yet to establish
anadvanugc Thr B]r’smlmnmlpwllhclt

I r—— m

o H:ndum umnibrella uncer which the so-

cio-spatial peripheries or the less privileged
sections will only have a cramped place.

menital power, it s equally unklkely that the
Bﬂ‘\-\qllmlv.-lbclramm legitimate player in

izens on the p Its elec-
toral dominance, this, is crafted through an
umibiella af the so-called heartland and the
mncd manmm

ool b 1

urammumr dcep:iunm and wnu:qucm
lack af s

poditics, The awkward militancy
of B sympathisers notwithstanding, the BJP
appears far sway from rolbust dominance.

This leads to at least two strange para
dum:s. Because of its trunnled dummam:

adversarial relationship betwoen the ruhm;
party and the Opposition can be compared
only with the worst and weakest phase of
Congress dominance — 1972 to 76, The fre-

qum:yand w:hcmcm with which the BJP

opponents indicates its
ruthless resolve to cralt
dominance as also the chinks
inits armour,

ltics anclyes, precis
that mamammunl:cd uppusl:mlsm
||||7.'|y h:l take shdp\' easily. Scmmﬂy whli: its

ince compe
in shrill rhetoric, that same nmlc uslud
fers itself as an agenda Competitive palitics

state ma- inthe phase of India's second domimant party
chineryagainst political [ system, therefore, will unfold through these
i tocraft domi asalso  twe !
thrdﬂnl:s Imh armuur Il'Inmc Sintics, the
shoer I demar- The writer, based in Pune,
alise the Opposition, today the Opposition is taright Political Science

THE TRUTH OF HER FICTION

Bapsi Sidhwa made us see the world as it is and as it could be

SABYN JAVERI

SOME CALL HER a Pakistani writer, some a
Parsi one, but for me, Bapsi Sidhwa (1938-
2024 remains a writer who transcends all
borders. Herwriting bridged the many layers
of human experience beyond nationalities
and religions, Bom in pre-Partition Karachi,
Siclivea's weritingzs menge history, identity, and
the mnvlc:l:gd humalmricnm“wlm
leled. Through her novels, she created spaces
where marginalised voices were heard,
women's experiences explored, and where
thc:rauma:ir paa:su[na:iun—ntcsmuldbc

ar\rh‘l.uu tl e soc e Inamun

tryof large Hisparities, and when job creations ot picking upin the pivate stc- characters, With ber passing atthe age of 86 in
G Texas, wworld has lost a brilant and

partmcmsurtra:nsandmmmwﬂcdhuscmmmhthemmcmrﬁumedmﬂy Fearless storyteller

with their aspiration — between 2014 and 2022, for instance, onby 0.3% per cent of the ap-
plicants got government jobs, The voices of the students in Bihar, and other states, must be
heard and heeded. Ina country of the young one that is on the move, much is at stake.

D&D FOR ALL

Lesson from gaming history for critics of the
game's new updates: Inclusive can be fun

W MUICH IS Hasbro?" went the X post by Elon Musk en December 28, in-
clucig llashibacks in those whe remember the 2007 baeet — "how much is
7", The 2017 tweet had led to his purchase, in 2022, of the microblogging
wehsite formerly known as Twitter, The X post was a response to outrage
among fansof the table-top role-playing garme, Dungeons and Droagons | DED), that its pub-
lisher, Wizards of the Coast{ mamed by Hasbo), has mace too many “wole” updates. These
include replacing the berm “race™ with “species” to describe the beings in the DD warld,
andmcwrulcmtlc:s playmshup agamc ifit's going :n anuncomiortable direction,

i 1 Hashbacks too, i the 2014 "Gamergate”
haraumcnt campagn where WOeN gamers and developers were bullied, abused and
chevoie by th ity whe felt that feminist values were ruining games. It was
one of the worst chapters in gaming history, but a decade on, things have changed for the
Better — not enly are there more womtl, nor- Hmry and transgender gamers now, who
" thie wiorst attacked, iy going be-
yond the traditional shooter and war games. Several, Imhdlngbcstu-llmum;]lhcﬂrcm

af Lis: Part 1, which sald 10 million copies, | e
ship without, as Gamergate dmmsa)tu hacl pruphemd cumnguutmc!un.
The lesson, then, is this ly for those fe ling the ruin of DEAD, but all whe rail

against “wokeism” woecking favourite film franchises, boaks and toys: Change is not al-
wiatys bad. DEAD, with its vast cast of characters and thrilling ach is builderof
solidarities, but marmy of its “traditional” features, such as the fetishisation of female char-
acters, can be alienating And if community is one of the main attractions of the game, wheat's
the harm in making it more inclusive and widening its embrace?

For me, and for countbess ather writers
From the Sub-continent, Sidhwa's work was
not justa form of storytelling < it was.a reve-
lation, As a young Paldstani wornan, reading
her plore beyornd

4 Akl hooks, and to

Sidhwa'’s writing not only
shaped my understanding of
the world but also inspired
me to give voice to the stories
around me. T remember
browsing the stacks ata
second-hand book store in
Karachi as a teenager, and

st the rows of English

understanc the warld in amun- ruanced way.
Sedhwlswmlngmtmdyshapcdm un:lur—

he stor |

In-mm_
bcrhruw;lngthc stacks at a second-hand
hook store in Karachi as a teenager, and
amongst the rows of English language books
byvmtmau:hum.mngarm;shanm

language books by Western
authors, coming across her
name, [t was 4 surprise to
find a novel with characters
like myself, with familiar
settings and customs, Ina
way it made me feel that my

In a way it macde me feel that my story mat-
tered < it gave me permission to transition
from a passive reader to.an active wiriter,
Reading doe-Candy-Man [ 1988 ), a novel
that explores the devastation caused by the
Partition, | realised how Bction can human-
e history. The story, narrated through the

eyes of ayoung girl, showed the hurman cost
uFPamtIun h'.'yund :t;pulluclsatlunthmugh gral
d her own

with a deep, quiet strength — something
I began to understand more profoundly as
I grew older,

Sidhwva brought her compassion and wit
o her evocation of community lives as well,
Through the satirical and heartwarming The
Crow Eaters (1978, she portrayed the Parsis
[ ;ustasaor.mnunl:y buta;atl:hand in-
of thee I .!\ i

life to tell a personal story of families torn
apart, personal betrayals, and the anguish of
migration, Though marny Urdu and Punjabi
wntm had w:ltten on this subject, it was

A Frat {1993 ) explored the
ence of a young Pakistani gid [ving inthe US.
cansgght between the cultural expectations of
her family and the alienating frecdoms of the
West, Sickhwa' ubllnym partray the strsggles

of i =of finding a sense

u!belungln; when you straddle multiple
mnlue: n:malma ley In.ﬂumnc on my

Ifirst und 1 the
:ruesmpc ul'l‘a:tltlun ] muma I was this
hurr macde her writing
Inher own words, have ar-

rived at thetruth, Butofien thelr narration s
imbued with their own prejudice and can
slant history to suit their or thedr oven or their
country's agenda. History in the hands of fic-
Hon writers [ike Tolstoy is aften more authen-
tie and vivid than history books.”

The Bride [ 1963 remains anather cormer-
stone in Sidhwa's exploration of women's
Fves within restrictive cubtural and patriar-
chal systems, The novel takes readers into
the heart of a young woman's forced mar-
rlage and her strugizle to maintain her dig-
nity and sense of self in the face of isolation
and abuse. Unlile other novels with such

umey

Slellwa's Inr!lurnce:s felt not only in the
South Asian literary commamity but across
the globe, Her stories contimue to remind us
of the pawer of lite rature to connect, to heal,
and to provoke. As she once said inan inter-
wiewy, "The role of a novelist, and by extension
the nowel, is toreveal the cubture and complex-
ities of a society in a manner that is engaging
and entertaining”, Sidbwa did exactly that —
shie made us see the world not anly as itis but
asitcould be,

Jenvert is awriter, transfatar and essayist from
Pakistan, She teaches writing at New York

ik JE, with Eamili i i story mattered, thermes, Sidhwa also imbued hercharacters Uiniversity, Abu Db
JANUARY 3, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
ASSEMBLY DISSOLVED ingtothel NK Agravial. : flas malng rapic advances
nmpullcmrk: andalammmbn af live ruwads gn-atﬂ social justice, The measures
THE KARNATAKA ASSEMBLY dissohed fromthe extrem-  are both for short-term and long-term,

on January 2 by the Governor, AN Banerji on
the advice of Chief Minister Ramakrishna

Hegde
The Congress (1, the main oppasition party in
the stabe assembly, was against formingg an al-
termnative government preferring imposition
of President’s rule in the state.

10 KILLED IN ENCOUNTER

sts, Some pubcc uniforms were also recov-
ered from them. Agrawal said the arms were
loeted from Home Guard jawans in August.
MORE LIBERALISATION

FURTHER LIBERALISATION 0Fmdusulaland

LACKLUSTRE IFFI

FORBETTEROR for worse, movie madness or
at least the einema-godng habit is definitely
on the wane with the pervasive video ima-
sion. Even the craziest of film festival fans

import policies toachicve
higher productivity is being cunsldm:d
Members of the Prime Minister's Economic

secmtnh.m d aculdrmmautlmc

loid cntra\-asanu in th.c shape of the

TEN ALLEGED EXTREMISTS and two poali

men were killed in a 30-hour in

Mumn.., il So Far,a little over
Jirection toth ickets have been sold for forei
umypartlmlar!y aimed at realising hnghn liw:satmvalanm Mdlturim’

AAAAT IAINIA MY EREEEE Mndl
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Flexible approach

Orderly rupee depredation must be allowed

ast Friday, the nupee fell to an all-time low of B5.81 against the dollar

during intraday trading. Since then, it has clawed back a little, but is

holding in the vicinity of 85,7 to 85.8. This gradusal slide in the past few

weeks is a good sign. Such depreciation was long overdue, and it is wel-
come that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is now willing to allow it to happen.
The financial markets should not be allowed tothink that the BB is maintaining
any sort of unofficial peg to a particular dollar value. The central bank has itself
insisted that it does not do that but only smoothens out volatility in the exchange
rate, However, the size of its intervention in both the spot and the forward
markets for the rupee has given rise to many questions. Financial markets can
respond o such questions by launching speculative attacks on a currency —
‘which usually ends with some of the central-bank reserves being transferred to
their bank accounts and the currency sliding anyway, Thus, the rupee's very
visible slide in recent weeks is an important signal in that it will induce speculators
to look elsewhere,

The fact, however, is that the rupee weakened by less than 3 per cent last
calendar year, which is considerably less than its peers. A small poll of market
participants by this newspaper suggested that the general view was that the
value of the rupee would decline further in coming months, driven in part by
a further strengthening of the dollar due to slower monetary easing by the
United States Federal Reserve. The rupee has a lot of catching up to do because
its slide has been postponed when compared to its peer currencies and com-
petitors, The effects on domestic liquidity of active management of the rupes
are also beginning to be felt. A persistent liquidity deficit in the banking
system caused short-term borrowing costs to rise this week to the highest they
have been im maore than three months, with some estimates putting the liquidity
shortage at about 1.1 trillion,

It is unclear what may have caused the RBI to revise its view on rupee man-

Do growth challenges must have played a part, An overvalued
rupee is & drag on export and on growth, At atime when it has become clear that
increasing the value of exports is the key to restoring growth momentum to the
broader economy, maintaining an overvalued currency can be dangerously
counter-productive, In fact, recent work by & team of BRI economists has shown
that historically, in India, allowing depreciation in the real effective exchange
rate (Reer) has had a signifi effect on the trade bal . As former chiefeco-
nomic advisor Arvind Sube d others h d out on these pages,
the rupee’s Reer since 2019 has stabilised at a much higher level.

Estimates suggest it is still overvalued by about 9 per cent. This must be
brought back in line with real conditions if India is to regain competitiveness.
‘Without liquidity in the banking system, with exporters fighting off an overvalued
rupee, and with the threat of ive attack over the macro-
economy, the task of reviving growth will become oo difficule. A more flexible
approach to the rupee’s value is overdue. This will be critical because the promised
policies of US President-elect Donald Trump might strengthen the dollar further,
at least in the foreseeable future,

Hotbuttonissue
The scale of dimate challenge is increasing

‘ews that the year 2024 was India’s hottest since records began in
1901 come as no surprise, but policymakers urgently need to take
notice, A granular look at the numbers shows that five years in the
past 15 have been recorded as the hottest since the start of the 20th
century. To be sure, India was not an outlier. The World Meteorological
Organization has said that 2024 was globally the warmest on record, exceeding
the Paris Agreement threshold of 1.5 degrees centigrade of warming above pre-
industrial levels (1850-1900). Much, of course, has been said on the Western
industrial economies” contribution to the stock of carbon in the atmosphere,
which is causing global warming and these countries’ perfidious abdication of
responsibilities in aiding the developing world to create viable adaptation strate-
pies, But at the heart of India's problem is the growing reliance on coal as a
source of energy to power the growing needs of households and industry.

Though Indiat that renewables-based energy (RE) accounts
for 46.3 per cent of installed capacity, it, in fact, sccounts for less than 10 per cent of
actual generation, India remains heavily dependent on coal, which accounts for 7
percent of energy generation, secording to the government's statistics, This makes
India the third-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, overtaking the European Union
in 2023, although the country accounts for just 8 per cent of emission, significantly
behlm:l China (3.5 per cent) and the United States (13 per cent). The problems of

intonational ity grids are principally driven
by the ahsence of viable storage capacity (given the varishle nature of RE generation)
and the age-old one of asymnmncpowur pricing, which makes buying RE compli-
cated. Atthe il picture of India's forest cover sug-
pests that memnftndm!carhnnsmk may be exagperated. The latest India State
of the Forest Report (ISFR) says India's forest cover has increased and now covers
about 25 per cent of thecountry, The report also said India had, as a result, achieved
an additional carbon sink of 2.29 billion tonnes over 2005 levels, thereby meeting
its Paris Agreement commitments seven years ahead of target, The problem here is
that the government counts plantations as forests and such aress do not act as effi-
cient carbon sinks because of the Lack of carbon-absorbing undergrowth.

At the otherend of the spectrum is growing urbanisation and industrialisa-
tion. Poorly planned urban expansion that relies on cutting trees and reducing
green spaces and urban water bodies without balancing the mitigating effects
of greenery and heat-resistant techniques is making India’s cities unbearable in
summer and creating s vicious cycle of greater demand for fossil-fuel powered
cooling. The inefficient system of environmental controls on factory emission
adds tothe crisis. Though India’s net-zero commitments are comfortingly set in
& distant vear of 2070, each year breaks new heat records, impacting human
and agricultural productivity. This urgently requires India’s policymakers to
reimagine the country's climate sction more realistically. The fact that Indias
per capita carbon emission is less than half the global average should not be
used to suggest that the climate crisis is not at its doorstep,
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Three wishes for 2025

Industry must invest in technology and international sales,
economic policy must focus on structural change and
productivity, and politics on ideas

New Year s atime totake stock, This next quar-
fer-century can be India's if industry, economic
oy, and politics make it so. Industry must
Invest in innovation and manufacturing at scale, Our
ecenomic policy must focus on long-run productivity
growvthand irs reot instructural changa. And our podit-
leal dehate must be about ldeas.
Start with investment in iInnovarion. 1 have written
often here (emall us for Hnks) onthis subject, so 1will
be brief: For Indlan ndustry 1o lead, we have w be
much mote serlous sbout innovatlon, Indlan
Irvests (L3 per cent of gross domestic product (GOP)
In In-house research and development (R&L), com-
toaworld average of LS per cent.
We spend $7 billlon annually on
Industrial R&D, compared o $625bil-
Hon in the US, $335 blllion in China, "
$130 billion in Japan. and $90 billion

tolead:

In Germany, We are the world's fifth- J

|
INDIA'S WORLD?

NAUSHAD FORBES

largest economy and manufacourer,
but rank 2ist in Industrial R&D. Our
10 mcst successful non-financial finms
have a very healthy proflt by world
standards but invest lttle in R&ED: A
mere 2 per cent of profit, By contrast,
firms in the US. China, Japan, and
Germany [nvest between 29 and 55
per cent of thedr profits in B&D To put
thisin perspective, 25 indlvidual finns
— from Alphabet (340 billon) 1o BMW ($76 billlon) —
Irvvest more in B&D than all Indlan frms combined.
Together with B&D, we need to [rovest in world-
scale o lonal sales, D

$2,700 demands & 2 per cent higher rate of growth,
beinging lvto 8.5 per cent. Consistent high growth needs
the structural change that makes the economy more
and more peoductive. A major source of long-run pro-
ductivity growth Is putting more people to work, and
shifting them o higher-productivity occupations.,
Increasing fermale labour force participation fram its
curvent Jow rate and driving a shift in employment
from agriculture 1o industry and modern services Is
the kind of structural change we need. But Industry
and services need to invest much more to attract the
hundreds of millkons wheo must shift ourof agriculres,
What palicy change would drive this investment? The
government has invested strongly in infrastructure,
bt Industrial Investment by firms has
been lukewarm,

We can leam from our history,
The Rao-Singh reforms of 1991 to
1993, and thelr progeny, lad to & sub-
stantlal  Inflecton  In growth,
Scrapplng industrial loensing meant
the government stopped trying to
play God in deckding which sectors
Industry should or should not invest
in {the production-linked incentive
scheme uses Incentives Instead of
controls but attempts the same
thing), Opening the economy to
Impaorts with lower tariffs meant
Indian firms had to compete with the
best, Scrappdng Institutdons like the Mrector General
of Trade and Development (best known for nelther T
nor [¥) removed an obstacle to progress, Independent
inatitul allowed to functlon and set the rules

and |
Manmohan Singh published a bnnk Iased on his FhDy
thesis, which d;
He argued, so presciently, that md.l.a needed wshift its
fozus from import substioetion o export ambition. He
wasright in 1964 hie 18 still right in 2005 Indian industry
must see the world as our market, investing in capacity
and developlng markess in the word's langest countries.

In productivity: Our aspiration i to be a developed
enanomy by 2047, with & per caplta GDP above $14,000
In today's dollars, “Togrow five times from our current

underwhich we all operated. A reduction in corporate
and personal income taxes, between 1991 and 2018,
enabled the legal accumulation of wealth by
entrapreneurs, The goods and services tax (GST)
reform of 2007 greatly facdlivated the free movement
of goods around the countey, Ihougll thegovernment

OPINION 9

1t 1 thrme to look beyond industry, We need reforms.
in educarion and tourism, Both sectors require the
state to play a role, but a different one from what it
does now. In school education, the role s to fund
efforts by states to ralse qualicy, bulld accountabiliy
at the lecal level, and enable schools to hire better
principals and teachers. In higher education, it is o
regulate much less, provide public institutions with
Far greater autonomy (n selecting thelr boards, heads,
and faculty, and encourage private [nstitutions to
experlment with new ways of teaching and research.
Academic research must be funded in both private
and public institutlons on the basls of excellence
defined by academic peers alone,

Tourlsm also needs reform. Asthe latest Eronowmise
says, Indla is being left behind in the current world
tourksm boom: Dwbal, a single city, now attracts twice
‘a5 many tourlsts as all of India. Marketing [ndia effec-
tlvely 15 a role for the gmemmem as Is making it
easler for fore) o enter, neries
are walving visa requirements for Indians [ Thalland,
Malaysia. the Philippines, Sri Lanka). If they are not
afrald of being swamped by & country of 1.4 billion,
wivy should we hold back for countries with a dmy
fraction of our population? Land use regulations
should permit many moge hotels — including those
thatcater o the sandaled and not just the well-heeled,
And we nieed far better alr connectivity heading both
Weat and East, We should free any alrline, domestic
o fovelgn, vo increase direct connect lvity to all major
Indian destinations, regardless of bilateral alr rights.

A politics of ld eas, not Insultss | wish for content
in our political discourse, and for a press that values
subatance — one that ignaves insults rathes than blow-
Ing them up into “news", We need 1o hear what eco-
nomic reform agenda the government has for the
country in the next four and a half vears. s peivatisa-
tlonof puhlic sector enterprises really on the cards, or
only for Budget announcements? What s the
Oppasition’s view of privatisation? For all its current
glirches, do they raally think thar Alr Im:lla was better
run three
manauement - and pasaengers What about th.e

v and Bank
Act? It was I.ntend.ecl to spead up the nepurpaslngnl
distressed assets? Has It¥ The Jet Alrways and GoAlr
sculptures dotting our alrports say no,

And maybe even some bigquestions, How will we
create millions of jobs In industry and services? What
Ia the government and the Opposition’s vision of how
public and fi Hon st work I tan-
dem to bulld a maore innevarive India? When will cur
much-delayed Census actually happen? How can we
densify and greendfy our citles at the same time, as
Ahmedabad says can be done? How will wi clean up
our environment so we can siop having the world's
largest number of cltles with alr pollutbon bevels that
reduce life expectancy? Trading insults and allegations.
maymbzfnrgmd.nelwlslun.humlsldeas debated,

mproved, questioned, answesed, md Implementad
that will lead to a developed Indi

still insists

Theawthoris co-chairman

Pop-
oorn. In area after area re{a[edmlndmuy the gov-
emment stepped hack, allowing Indussry w step foe-
ward with an Investment boom that lasted, with
occaslonal bips, for 20 years.

Farbes Marshal, pres presideret, CIF, chainmar of Centre for

P h

Hisbouk,
ben pubisheed by Hiarperculling

Next steps infiscal management

Ini a few weeks. While various stakeholders

have thelr own expectations, this columnwill
focus primarlly on the management of government
finances, extending beyond just the upcoming
Budget, Repons suggest that the Undon government
would alm o contain the fiscal deficit at 4.4 per cent
of gross domestic product ([GDP) In 2025-26. This
means {v will achleve the medium-term target ser
after the pandemic, which will be a significant
achbevement and must be appreclated. However, the
debate |s what happens next, In the
July Budget, Finance Minster
Mirmala Sitharaman had announced
that from 2026-27, the nment
would keep the flscal deficit each
vear such that the central govern-
ment debt remains on a declining
path as a percentage of GDP,

More clarity will be needed Inthis
comtext, Given that debe stock lsara
higher level and needs to be reduced
as quickly as possible, the govern-
ment will be well-advised to give
move details about what the med]-
um-term trajectory and the end goal
will be, Just keeping the debt level
on adeclining path directionally-may not be enough.
Financial markets and other stakeholders will need
aclear road map for debi reduction and the desired
level of fiscal deficit to attain the tanget, The Central
gevernment debt is projected to decline from 58,1
per cent of GDP [n 2023-24 1w 568 per cent in zuu-

T he Union Budget for 202526 will be presented.

RAJESH KUMAR

REAL TERMS

al and Indian—after the pandemic. Besides, there
are other polnts worth considering.

Flrsr, the Unlon government {s supporting the
Indian economy through higher capital spending,
whichincreased from 167 percent of GIN in 2019-20
o &4 per cent of GDP In the current year, While this
increase has helped the economy recover from the
pandemic shock, the government will at some point
soon need o align s borrowing req with

changes in goods and services tax (GST). While the
changes will have to be approved by the GST Councll,
the Unlon government can play an important rola,
Since a large number of states are also governed

by the National Democratic Alliance, it should be
relatively easy fior the Unlon government to push for
an overhaul of the indirect tax system. Different
gmupsafmlnluers (GoMs) are Iuaklng at aspects of
lisation and lon cess. MNotably,

the financing capacity of the economy. The net house-
hiold Ananclal savings declined wo 53 per cent of GDP
In2022-23 Although financial savings
msay recover to the longes-term aves-
age, they would largely be comered
by public sector borrowing require-
ments, At present, the economy is
not facing financing problems
because the private corparate sector
Ia niot Investing enough. This ia not a
desirable conditbon. Thus, the gow-
emment needs to create room for the
private sector to invest without sub-
srantially increasing external inanc-
Ing requirements.

Second, It will also be Important
fior markets to know if states will be
expected to follow the same frame-
work. The total debt stock of states stood at 28.5 per
cent of GDP in 2023-24, over 8 parcentage polnts
higherthan the level suggested by the FREM Beview
Committes, India’s general government debt and
budget deficlt remaln a slignificant source of vul-
nern'hl]lty Thus, having a clear road map will help

25, and will | Iy 17 et

the level recommended by the Flscal Responsibility
and Budget Managemnent (FREM) Review Committee

In 2017, This writer had argued before the July 2024
Budget that the post-pandemic flscal positon be
studied carefully, preferably by &n expert group, to
develop an appropriate Ascal strtegy, Overall fscal
management may require a significant shift owing
to fundarmental changes in the economy—both glob-

timewithcwr family? Ikigal alife
philosophy rooted InJapaneseculture, s
aften touted as the magicwand o these

flek in financial markets,

Aslde from the need to develop a hroader flscal
strategy, some specific interventions will be expected
inthe coming monehs. The government ks reviewing
the Custormns duty structure and the Income Tax Act,
It would be interesting o see If these reviews will
immediately translate into poliey action, Going
beyond the next Unlen Budget, the other major pol-
icy intervention to watch will be the impending

i

abaurthe FLAVOURf;

(he compensation cess Is belng collected to repay
the debt Incurred to compensate states for revenue
shortfall during the pandemic. Once the purpose Is
fulfilled, which is expected to happen by the end of
this year, the collectlon will have o be discontlnued
unless relevant legal changes are made,

Slnce the GST system also needs mte and slab ratio-
nalisation, and is being studied by a GoM, It will be
Impartant that o ane mad inthe least dismuptive
way to make itsbmple and take the sverage rate to the
revenue-neutral level, According 1o a recent govern-
ment response in Parliament, the average GST rate in
2023-24 was 116 per cent. significantly lower than the
revenue-neutral rate of 15-15.5 per cent sugpested by
an expert commite: in 2005, led by then chief eco-
nomic advisor Arvind Subramanian. Premature rate
redhuctlons are partly responsible for the underperfor-
mance of GST, In this regard, the Unlon government
suffiared more than the states because it was not com-
pensated for the revenue loss. Dr Subramanian and
others have estimated the losses o be between 06
and 1 per cent of GDP anmually. The twotal collectlon,
Including the compensation cess In 2023-24 as a per-
centage of GDF, was roughly the same as the collection
In the pre-GST peried from the taxes subsurmed into
the systam,

The necessary course correction In GST, to some
extent, will also enhance the government's ability
to ackdress the debt and deficit challenges, Besides,
the Union government should revisit and revive the
disinvestment prograrmme. lewill help make the fis-
cal adjustment process smoother without compro-
mising on capital expendimure,

life. What1s FLAVOLR?.
Influence farmily context;

discernand
—Malkespace

full You may fthem beforebut
probably did not know howthey decided
tophvot thedeHfe st the midpolnt,

he completed hiscentury. In his
llustrious career, hescored 34 centurles
and on 11 oceasions hescored over 150
runs. My coachee did some thinking,

podeast series " Play to Patential”, Full
disclosure: lappeared on his podcasta
fewyearsago. The podeast s not justa
conversationaround llfe and career but

|ssues. Bur Mr.Jayaramancautionsus
(hul[isnnteagywjmphmemlkl@lln

fiorwhat you love; & — Tune into

discovered thelr purpose and found oy

aspimlnnsandmn]aemn!ls(mtcmdtﬁ. and satiafction inanewdomain,

ourlives, And
misslng inthe dgal formula oo,
Thesecond section lsabout "Getting In

MO — 18,
creating oppamunity: Lr—imesnn
yourself; and B — cultivate healthy

Thebook s written inan engaging
atyle, without pontficatlon or
sermonlsing. Thebook isalso

and when L met him nexe, he wold me he iralsodelvesintoother dimenslonathar | Touch'With relationships. mulimediainasenses There are several
was ready for his nextinnings. Hedidn't | makeeach ofus unique Individuals. To Ourselves”, Thisks - o PLAYTO Mr Jayaraman QR codesthara reader can use tolisten
BOOK RE“I EW say he would "play tohis potentizl.” but hedp listeners delve intoapeciflc aveas, really ahoutstopping PLAY TO POTENTIAL: Lead a  ralls us what hehiag toexpertssharing thelrviews onthe
that's what he meant. He had a lot more Mr nd his band of editors and findingourwhere Full Life, Bacome  d bl i varlous top) ered inthe book. Mr
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walk away, answerspecific questions, The book peoplewhowe care Author; Deepak  elementsinhlscwn career todemonstrate the tipping
yeoaches was taking me Py o Potenetial - Leaa e Full Life, Flay to Porential s not just a book aboutaresayingabout Jayaraman life. Thebooklsfullef | polnts he encountered.
th)uu;hlhelnumwnfhis Becomrethe Best You by Despak werslon ofthe podeast, It lsalot more. s MrJayaraman, a ‘ Publisher: quotes fromthe Iy are Inyour 408 or 508 and wonde-
Isagreat read for any Mr diominethe | cenifled CEOcoach, ‘ Penguin diverseset ofIndian ringifithis isall life hastooffer, plokup Play
hewasplannlngwgﬂ himselfcertified Islooking fora fresh | Mr i Informationavailable speakn'boulhe » £ 376 and international toParential. As Deepak Jayaraman says,
asan independent directorsothat when Jayaraman should knoow, He hias been invthe pod mgec i for da0- Pages: expertswithwhom youshoubd not fust "work " wyour
he retires hecan look for D positons in thereand donethat, An [FTM, IMAand easy readi d assimilation. dback. He g g Price: T499 hehasspoken. Inthe potential. youshould "play”, the emphasis
engineering companies(his domainof London Business School graduste, he had Theboo ‘Theflrst k ders toune lastsactlion. he I:neiru;n:m|.'rie\|~o|1:l"p].a'5.I o are playing
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Expanding UPlaccess

More flexibility now for users of prepaid instruments

—
Ganesh Valiachi
Nagarajan M

repaid payment
P In!ptrurrp;cm (PPls), such

as mobile wallets and

repald cards, have emerged as a

critical enabler of cashless
transactions, particularly ina
country like India, where digital
financial inclusion is a ki i
goal. PPIs nﬁcrmnwnicqng:'j o
speed, and security for users by
allowing transactions without
directly linking to a traditional
bank account. The Unified
Payments Interface {UPL), on the
other hand, has become the
backbone of India’s digital
paymienits ecosystem, facilitating
seamlbess and instant fund
transfers.

However, until now, PPl users
faced significant challenges due to
the lack of interoperability with
UPL Transactions from PPl
could only be carrbed out through
thie mobile apy s of thelr

»

1] 2

INTEGRATION. ‘With UPI
Ecoystemn soo

8 When do community
programmes work?

WAY AHEAD. A decentralised model backed by technology and
with a strong accountability framework is imperative

AMARIEET SINHA

have been strongly advocating
decentralised community action
onthe basis of evidence that is
available, on its contribution to
human development, lower
multi-dimensional poverty, and IliI[dH:r
incomes. A few friends suggested | must
also point out what community action
does not dowell, to enable the adoption
of the right priorities. Having seen the
ill-consequences of decentralisation
without accountability in the form of
Bolero cars of Panchayat
representatives, with the onset of
MGNREGS funding, it is evident that
i ity setion has to

process for users. These chang
significantly enhance the utility
and flexibility of PPLs, eliminating
the bottlenecks of single-app
reliance while fostering seamless
Integration into the broader UPI
CCOSYHDEN,

WHO BENEFITS?

The revised provisions benefit
miulti ple stakeholders by
fostering greater convendence and
for PP holders, who

respective issuers, restricting
users from m:min%widcly
popular third-party UPI
latforms like Google Pay or
PhonePe. This created frictionin
the payment process, forcing
users to juggle multiple apps and
limiting the utility of their digital
willets. Such barriers not only
reduced convenience but also
hindered the broader adoption of
digital payments,

Inasignificant move to bridge
these two financial innovations,
the RBI has announced revisions,
allowing full-KYC PPIs to access
UPI through third-party
applications, This revision almsto
remove these bottlenecks by
enabling greater interoperability
and convenience for PPl users,
enhancing their ability to transact
across platforms and driving
further digital adoption.

REVISED INSTRUCTIONS
Omn-boarding for UPL: PP issuers
can now enable holders of only
their full-KYC PPls to make UPL

enits by linking the PPIs to
m:?um I:’:nd]e. le PRI
insuers, acting as PSPs, still
cannot enboard customers of
other banks or PP1s, the revision
now allows interoperability for
full-KYC PPIwallets.

Third-party Pl access: PRI
issuers may facilitate the
discovery of their ful-KYC PPLs
on third-party UPLapplications,
suchas Google Pay or PhonelPe.

can now use third-party UPLapps
for seamless nents and a
broader network of merchants
and individuals. Merchants gain
an expanded customer base and
streamlined payment processes,
while third-party UPLapplication
providers see increased app usage
and riunities to monetise
through value-added services. PI'L
Issuers benefit from expan ded
reach and operational efficiency
by beveraging third-party UPL
platfarms. Overall, the move
enhances financial inclusion,
enabling consumers who rely on
P*Pls to participate in the UFI
ecosystem fully,

The REI's decision to enable
full-KYC PPls to acoess LIPL
through third-party applications
m;‘l‘(lf& cll.tlrcarmifcmF:Ew in
India's digital s journey.
Itybmnl(l.%g dmmdn *
between PPIs and UPLs, the
regulator has enhanced interop
and catalysed the growth ofa
more inclusive digital payment
ecosystem, This chas
empowers PPLholders, benefits
merchants, and encourages
innovation among third-party
UPIproviders,

As India continues to transition
towards a less-cash economy, the
REI's move underscores the
importance of creating a
seamless, secure, and
user-friendly digital payments
framework ll‘l'mtmctatcfn ru the
diverse needs of its population.

'ﬂlcncmird-pbak T in
fturn, ean enal ﬁnklnsul’:uﬁh
PPIs totheir PSP handles,
Authentication for such
transactions will now rely on UPL
credentials, simplifying the

Valachils an Assistant Professor at the School
of Management Studiis, Sathyabama nstitue
of Schence and Technology,and Nagarajan s 3
research scholar o Alagappa Unheorshy, Viess
areparsonal

TWENTY YEAR

January 3, 2005

AGO TODAY,

US equity fund buys 33.3 pc in Indiabulls arm for T87.6 cr
Farallan Cagital, a San Francisco-based peivate equity fund, and its affiates
have acquired 33,3 per cent stake in diabulls Credit Services Led, the racently
farmed subsidiary of the broking firm, Indisbulls Financial Services Ltd, for
TET.6 crare. With the new capital infusion from Farallon, Indiabuils Cred
Servioss will huve a capital base of aver 7130 crore.

‘Spot audits’ by US textile buyers begin as quotas go

e very well thought through, It isnota
case of one-size-fit-all or all power
without accountability.

The Nobel Prize winning economist,
Elinor Ostrom, has studied and evolved
atheory of practioe on how
communities come together for
sustainable use of common pool
resources. It is important o,
community action right. We need to
develop atheory of practice for
decentralised community action in
India. It is useful tolist some of the

n de ommunity
action and how programmes have
addressed it for better outcomes. The
key challenges are:

Accountability framework for
elected local government leaders: There
isastrong need for the countervailing
Frcm:ncc of community urganls:t‘llo:m
i

recent years, The top-down dictate of
Gram Panchayats to organise Gram
Sabhas on the same day is neither
feasible (given staff shortages)), nor
desirable, as local governments must
decide on their convenlence,
Mission Antyodaya annual

ke women's P
roups, primary dairy cooperatives,
§armcr producer companies, to hold the

The Mission Antyodaya
Surveywas started in 2017 and is being
improved each year, The Sustainable

elected local gover
Monopolistic authority of r
hccnn?:: arbitrary ugmm need for
strong Panchayati Kaj institutions —
."u:LF-I!EIp Groups Convergence
framework. Reservation of seats for
womenand socially vulnerable groups in
local governments has changed the
character of participation at the local
level

Use of technology as a means:
Technology is a great enabler. Even the
convening of Gram Sabhas need not be
top-down and arbitrary, given the actual
human resource needed to organise a
Gram Sabha, Technology enables
development of a calendar of Gram
Sabhas, their geo-tagging to look at
numbers and participation, and actually
ensuring full transparency, real-time, of
the accounts and administration of
panchayats. The Gram Panchayat

evelopment | gexercise through
adoption of such technologies for
nrﬁminulon and monitoring has helped
inbetter community ownershipin

Goals, to which Indiaisa
signatory, has been localised into 208
data points, The women's collectives
and the panchayat representatives
together vet the data of Mission
Antyodaya and post it on the website.
Real-timie data must be fully public to
assess to real situation of a village. The
Mission Antyodaya Survey had

i fi

Ilccru'ltm('nrrcl[pmfcnnlnnnl.s isone
activity where panchayats should have a
limited role. The actual selection must
‘be external and professional. Under the
successful Shil Karmi Project in
Rajasthan, local teacher volunteer
candidate lsts were forwarded by local
but the final i

and local chieftains take over peovisi
of basic services in urban shums. The
only way to fight it out is to create
elected Basti Samitis {like wards under
Gram Panchayats in rural areas ) that can
hold the elected ward leaders
accountable to the Fm'plc. This change
does not even require a constitutional

‘afier inerview was done by local civil
sochety organisations given the
responsibility of capacity development.
Iﬂ?ysl mad{ the mra in when
elected panchayat members selected
panchayat teachers, often arbitrarily.
Similarly, for selection as Accredited
Soclal Health Activists (ASHAS), while
names came from the community, the

d — itonly needs a will for

decentralised community action.

Untied and adequate funds for loeal
action: Central and State governments
should not spend a single rupee from
their Budgets in the 29 sectors for rural
and 18 sectors for urban in the 11th and
12th Schedules of the Indian
Constitution, identified as sectors for
local governments, without local

final selection done by a team of

B nits approving such

«challenged the open defecati
some villages and it helped in making
interventions to improve the outcomes
of sanitation programmes, The survey
provides an understanding of the gaps
and deficits in every panchayat, making
itauseful tool for fon. If

p from nr-luﬂvi I g

«of health and women and child. ASHAs
have been remarkably suceessful in
Improving health outeomes and during
pandemics like Covid. The Community
Resource Persons in the Rural

L

panchayats donot change on SDGs, the
COUNTEY Won't.

It is possible to get
community action right if
we build a theory of
practice that draws on
evidence from the field

lihood Mission is simdlarly an
outstanding example of women who
have come out of poverty, becoming the
CRIPs to rransform other women's lives
and livelihoods,

Must be close to the community:
This is best illustrated by the absence of
decentralised community sction in
urhan areas. Urban wards have high

With Mission Antyodaya annual
surveys providing the details of gaps and
deficits, untied and adequate financi
can be completely evidence based a
priority drive. We need to honour local
decentralised action rather than throttle
by pre-ordained centralisation. Itis
possible to get community action right if
we build a theory of practice that draws
on evidence from the field. The time to
act is now as local action alone will
secure outcomes in human development
that have been elusive; local
convergence ls the way to go.

I:lupulariun. king ity action
mpossible. That is why muscle power

Thewriter

India’s start-up ecosystem as a catalyst for growth

Tuhin A Sinha

he Centre launched the Startup.
India initiative on January 16,
2016, To support start-ups at
varlous stages of their Il.feqv:lel:‘;e
government has introduced flagship
sehemes such as:
Fund of Funds for Startups: This
initiative ensures that start-ups have

DPIT-n Ised start-ups across
more than 55 industries. These
industries s nd technology into
areas lﬂw:pkpmum‘heﬂthur:';“nd
ndumhn,imwulmgﬂndlveul‘ry
and potential of India's entrepreneurial
eco! N
Start-ups are not only transfiormi
lnd.is'un&:umlclﬂl&p!huullnns
contributing to gender inclusivity.

access to capital for growth and ‘Women now constitute nearly 64 per

seal cent of the agricultural labour force,
Startup India Seed Fund Schemae: nndm-gmuf;'cugummlhnmhrlng

Targeting early-stage start-ups, this more women into leadership roles in

scheme des crucial g entrept p. thus bridging
Credit Guarantee Scheme for ender disparities.

Smrtuiu: It offers financial security

and helps start-ups secure credit. HOLISTIC ECOSYSTEM

BUILD, Ecosystern for antreprensurs

T

dewd It events:
Fl pavents like the Startup
akumibh bring together
entrepreneurs, investors, and mentors
from across the nation to foster
collaboration. Similarly, ASCEND
workshops in the North-East focus on
nurturing local talent and innovation,
International linkages: With the
instirutionalisation of the Startup20
Engagement Group under India’s G20
Pmlhiemm:mr:{psplmdsmlw
global markets, resources, and
collaborative opportunities.
Rmmend;ﬂ:nll for enhancing

Jul Juipped entrey
withknowledge, mentorship, and tools
tolcaletlwkrwamm <!

the ecosy

Euublilﬂlmmmmw

Big WS retailers such as Wal-Mart and JC Penney have started conducting s pot ‘Complementing these financial Building an ecosystem that supports Ourtreach @nd mureness: provide targeted support in tiee-2/3
audits’ o their Indian suppliers to check instances af ¢ i labeur initiatives like the States’  entreprencurs from everycomer of the  Programmes simed at increasing cities.
that labour stardards being used conform to stipulated narme. According to Startup Ranking, National Start country has b of the yand access to resources Fucilitating grassroots inmovations:
industry seurces, these checks are, over aned above, the mandatory socil Awaards, and [nnovation Week, which Srartup Indiainitiative. Eforts to ‘been organised in collaboration with Empower rural entrepreneurs through
audits condueted annually by the bigger retsilers an thei swipplier base. collectively aim to build a vibeant and achieve this include: State and UT ad; ations. pecialised pr s and funding
Imclusive start-up eco I C\Ipnd'q'bmwlgmdhmd-ﬁu Initiatives like start-up showcases oppertunities, fostering grassroots

Takeowers fail to sizzle, uniike rest of the market The impact of these initiatives is Workshops under the States” Startup allow budding entrepreneurs to pitch innovations,
The ‘takeover’ markel dedn't quite beerm in 2004, According to the statistics evident. Over 16,6 lakh direct jobs Ranking Framework and targeted theirideas to investors, ppening doors
pravided by SER, the vakie of ‘open oMers’ made Under the takeover have been created by sions fio tro to funding and mmmﬁ. Thawriter & Natlonal Spokesperson, BUP
regulations dropped by over 50 per cent to 1200 crore in the calendas year
2004 {Trom January to Newember) fram T2,600 crore in the previous year
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2603

EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Push with hirger (5}

4, Anciert Egyptian wire
Fatthe (7)

B Beoks, periadicals ete (7,6)
10, System of beliels (L : |
D) (5)

1. Resalve knot (4}

12, voealised (4)

16. Parent’s beother (5)
17. Lack of Wkebhand (13)
19, Sign the back (7)

20. Person who accepts.
bt (5)

1. Menticn the detaik of {13)
2. Agge, important date (3)
3, Suituire (6)

4, Aistegraphed (6)

5. Dark part of a picture (6)
& Repay in kinel (%)

7. Matins (7-6)

9. Seized for random [9)
13, Hearsay (6)

14, Draw blade acros (6)
15. Paint carefully, make
likeness of (&)

18 Tor weeary, distress (3)

1. Puth the papers in the cupboard (53

4. Must Sir be shaken? It got the Egyptians rattied! (7)
1. Printed material dasing mes to reat it 10 (7.6)

10| believe it's Latin for a part of the service (5)

11, Loosen nut to solve a problem (4)

12 Was & terce, and was an informer (4)

16, Hers related how North Carolina got invelved in
Fubber {5}

17. Unlikelihood of limbe: pity a ris has to get
broken (13)

19. T give it ane's backing needs passible holding of
gold (1)

20 He acoepts bet that could put Kate right (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2602

ACROSS 1. Curve 4. Squalid 8. Embracing 9. Owl 10. nitial 12. Rang 14. Termite 17. Obae 18 Twisted 200 Ink 21, Castigate 23. Garbage 24 Guess
DOWN 1. Cradit scoring 2. Rabbit 3 Examiner 4. Sei 5. Urge & Loalah 7, Debightedress 11, Limit 13 Steiding 15. Conker 16, Strake 19, Acta 22 Shi

1. Reailis up : Feact 5o s 1o ermerate it in detail (13)

2 4 periad educationist rather awkwardly starts (3)

3. Sew the least serap af clathing (6)

4. Camimanicated with the unhearing as one put ores
nasme bo it (6)

5. G0 after one cast by the Sun (6)

& Make a comeback later, a te resulting from it (5)

7. Soundly grieving might repay the Rig nating (7-6)
9. Child had a snocee with Stevenson’s book (5)

13, The wihisper is, it's eurious with yeur and miy hall ()
14, Predicament ane gets into with a thin layer of butter (6)
15, Show how it is i be pat irside pictuee (5)

18, Prowe weariiome lor ene king to take in another (3)
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Powerful option

Power cable fink can tap Lanka’s

iind energy potential

ne of the points discussed during the recent

vigit of the Sri Lankan President, Anura

Dissanayake, was the power transmission
link between Sri Lanka and India. This is an old,
long-discussed proposal, but the fact that this was
taken up at the highest levels suggests that the
project, which began in 2002, is one whose time has
come, The international transmission link, estimated
to costabout 10,000 crore today, was actually given
up in 2011, after the Indian public sector transmission
major, Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd, reviewed
a study conducted by a company called Nexant with
the support of USAID, and found it unviable.

But those were different times, when the
imperatives were different. Back then the
idea was to export electricity from the
wind-rich Tamil Nadu to Sri Lanka. In 2018,a
study conducted by the US National
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
found out that 1]1e1ransmls:.mn link could
save 5ri Lanka as muchas §180 million
annually, from avoided local generation of
high-cost power.

The situation has changed now, with
India’s thirst for renewable energy and the
island nation’s ability to provide it. An
ADB-funded fresh study in October 2022 by
PriceWaterhouseCoopers has breathed life
into the moribund project. It was inevitable
that the project would be revived given that
India is championing the One Sun, One
World, One Grid inftiative, whose intention
is to build a global network so thar arany
point in time electricity from wherever sun
shines can flow to where the sun does not.
The project proponents want to build a
HVDC line between Habarana in Sri Lanka
and New Madural in India, across a 120 km
stretch of sea. While the project has been
taken up at the highest political and
diplomatic levels, experts are poring over
multiple technical options for the project —
m,:unl\ how much of it should be undersea

nrerests to pu%]\ for early
comp]eum\ of the transmission link. Sri
Lanka has immense wind energy potential. A
couple of decades back, an NREL study put
the country's onshore wind potential at 45
GW. With today's improved technology and
lower costs, where taller windmills can catch
more winds, including those blowing at
lesser speeds, Sri Lanka's wind potential is
not less than 60 GW. Since the country is
unlikely to need more than 10-15 GW, all the
rest of it can be wheeled to India, providing
green energy to Indian industries, While ivis
still early days to estimate how much wind
power from Sri Lanka will cost, it is safe to
say that it will be cheaper than Indian
offshore wind power, to subsidise which the
government has earmarked ¥6,853 crore,
From India's recent experience with
wind-solar hvbrid, whose tariffs have settled
atlevels lower than standalone wind, a good
guess is that when solar is brought into the
equation, clean energy from Sri Lanka would
be an attractive option for both countries.
Economic reasons apart, the transmission
link will keep Sri Lanka hooked to India,
geopolitically too.

POCKET

REVIEANTH

The importance of
developing ‘core’

technologies

TECH SUPPORT. Fo
d ¢

ViPiN SONDHI
THULASI RAMAN KH

he Raman effect was
invented by Sir CV Raman,
for which he won the Nobel
Prize for Physics in 1930,
Indiahas not won the Nobel
Prizein Science since. The Raman effect
laid the foundation for Raman
spectroscopy which is widely used even
roday for commercial applications
spanning food processing, healthcare,
manufacturing, chemical and
petro-chemical and beyond. It continues
tobe relevant for emerging fields lke
quantum technologies.
Thiswas a ‘core’ invention, which
enabled the development of
cutrin e commercial technologies
for nnmuq sectors. Indiadoes ng,(
ownany technology in this space. All
ytechnology pace. All

pecialised te

de

PdL.I\_InEJmpl\IT. dep

Technolegy (11Ts) are making a wnuus
effort llaborare with

Competitiveness in the Capital Goods

with success.

For example, the [1Se commenced
research on the development of pol
silicon technology as :!:rly asin :ﬁy
19605 followed by several national
lakma'amncs.lsy(hc early 1990z, the

hnol, transferred

Sector’is both start-ups
and existing capical goods
manufacturers to innovate, incubate and
accelerate the development of
technology within the country.

However, we are still dc]wndanl: on
mhcrcnun(rlcs fior the ‘core’

hnol vhich are essential 1o build

[O!I\ﬂLLﬁl.I’\ USc had succeeded vis-a-vis
other Indfan national laboratories
because it had collaborated at a very
early stage with industry, and India was
well ahead of most nazions.

However, in the early 1990z the
Indian plant ing the silicon

most of the capital g]cmds required for
these futuee technological iniriatives in
India.

TWO AREAS
wcc‘.\plorem\'suwnp]cmi core’
logies that India still needs.

wafers lost itz business case because of
dumping from Russia. Later in 2000, a
German manufacturer undercut prices
significantly dealing a further blow.
Unsurprisingly, China now has taken
over the polysilicon marker.

Polysilicon is a critical material used
Inthe production of semi-conductors,
solar panels erc., which are central to
electronics and renewable energy. It is
another example of ‘core’ rechnology; a
rechnology that India dc\:\:lnpcd early,
bur was unshl BSErVE

Laser machines, for example, were
commercialised in the early 196(0s, when
the Hughes Alrcraft Company marketed
the first laser.

k ave since evolved intoa
ion dellar industry and are
md.npcmahl.e for awide range of
applications like metal and non-metal
cutring, welding etc. and in specialised
fields like lithograplvy and medical
devices {lasik eye surgery).

LB‘IL‘H are |mpﬂm’:d orarbest

manufacture Kama:{'s[mcl:i’rmc{cn
and their components are foreign
owned.

‘Core' technologies are foundations
that serve as the backbone of multiple
sectors, They directly enable products,
processes or services and are critical for
n[u:r:mona] Success.

Indi.

To realize the d;ca.m of Viksit Bharat,
itis lm]lacral:iw: that India develop
rechnologies that are ‘core”. The
ga\:cmmam(hmugmq Make in lm:lla

B sin India. The
integrators import the advanced or tech
components like laser diodes, optics and
the control systems,

Further, the domestic ecosystem for
b

arat prog

T g high qualizy laser
isatill devel

making a huge efforc i
rechnologies for the future —
Semi-conductor and Chip

wring, Al and M1 il

Insritutions have been ahcad inthe
development of many ‘core
rechnologies over the d.ecad.cg. butdid
not have the wherewithal to
commercialise it;and therefore the
rechnologies remained within the
academic or scientific institutions,
Industry on its part, preferred to buy
rechnology from abroad.
Conversations between academia,
scientific instituzions and industry did
not take place. Itis onky in the Last few
years that the government — via the
Principal Scientific Advisor's Office,
DST ete. — the Confederation of Indian
Induscry (CII) and most premier
institutes of]ughm’ education like the
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
{115¢) and the Indian Institures of

Energy, Quantum Computing, EV and
Bartery Technology, Defence and
Aerospace Technologies etc.

Further, the Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI) through its ‘Scheme
on the Enhancement of

We are still dependant
on imports for ‘core’
technologies which are
essential to build most
of the capital goods
required for these
future technological
initiatives in India

and
compel:mg with global manuﬁcmr\:r\i
om cost and qualiry still remains elusive
for Indian manufacturers. The costof
imports puts them ous of the reach of
MEMEs, who need them as much as
anyone else.

India is investing tens of hillions of
dollars on the semiconductor
technology ecosystem. For
manufacturing and downstream
packaging oftgc micro-chips and the
integrated circuits, processes like
etching, thin-film depesitionand ion
implantation are urilised, for which an
atmosphere of vacuum is essential.

Sovacuum technolegy is the pivoral
enabler or a ‘core’ technology for the
semiconductor industry, as it is for space

loration, renewable ene

vanced manufacturing a
mhcrwta] applications.

Vacuum technelogy provides the

many

Al
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ability ro create, mainzain and

manipulate environments with reduced

pressure or near-complete absence of

matter 'vacuum),uhlchna

pre- mqumw for multiple cutring-edge
5ES.

dia has developed significant
expertise in vacuum technology —
through ISR, DRDO, BARC and [15c —
high-end components for advanced
vacuum pumps, urbo-malecular pumps
and ¢ nic pumps, crivical
su'lrs;mgfns algd mgmrial.s areoften
imported, especially for niche
applications. Vacuum technology will
continue to be crucial in the fields of

uantum computing and advanced
electronics.

Therefore, if core technologies exist
with us in India, we can create multiple
breakthroughs both in basic sclences
and in advanced new rechnologies. For
example, the 2017 Nobel Prize was
awarded tothree scientists for their
decisive contributions to the LIG
dertecror and the chservations of
gravicational waves. The LIGO
observatory supports laser
interferometers in ultra high vacunm
systems, further emphasising that both
“laser* and ‘vacuum’ are core
technologies.

THE WAY FORWARD

Identifying and developing ‘core’

tech fr] " ﬂm]mrfm% is
crucial for India to achieve
atmanirbharta, economic growth and
global competitiveness in strategic
sectors of the furure,

Itis imperative to conducr a
comprehensive ‘core’ technology audit,
foster collaborative RED ecosystems via
industry-acadernia collaboration and
Public-Private Partnerships, build
advanced infrastructure by inve sting in
testing and prototyping facilities, foeus
on dual-use technology, encourage

rent filing, create techmology clusters
mgag‘e ingfgha](cchnn)ogyﬂﬂlanmw !
amongst other inirlatives fora truly
Viksit Bharat.

Sandhi ks farmer MD B CED, Ashok Leyland and X8
India; Raman, s Princ ipal Research Scientist, Sockety for
Innawationand Development, Indian Instbute of
Science, Bangalore

Sailing between US

Scylla, China Charybdis

Nations world over have to contend with the US’ financial might and China’s manufacturing muscle

—
TCA Srinivasa Raghavan

cautionary tale of the two monsters,

Secyllaand Charybdis. The mythis
based on the problems of negotiating
the narrow rocky and very dangerous
strairs of Messina in [taly. Shipsand
sailors regularly sank or drowned there.

The nyth is that while sailing through
the strait you had o be very skilled in
not getring close to shove. Ifyou erred,
either Scylla the monster on the shore
would geab six sailors off vour deck, or if
you didn’t, Charybdis the whirlpeel
would suck the whole shipin.

Sothe choice was between saving
either the ship or the six sailors. Homer,
in'his epic Odyssey, sacrificed the sailors
o save the ship.

I tell this story because a recent
research paper from the American
National Buresu of Economic Research
{NBER) discusses, without reference to
the Greek myth, however, exactly the
same problem with reference to the two
economic giants, the USand Chinaon
the one hand and the rest of the world on
the other.

Thus, the US controls the financial

I nGreek myﬂla]ﬂpthcm isthe

world and China controls the
manufacturing world. In this siruation,
how do smaller economies, even if they
are quite large like India’s, navigate
berween the two? The paper is called “A
Theory of Economic Coercion and
Fragmentation.” It is by Christopher
Clayron, Marteo Maggior and Jesse
Schregerwho say that “Hegemonic
powers, like the Unized States and
China, exert influence on other
eountries by threatening the suspension
oralteration of financial and trade
relationships."

But, the authors say, if you try
Inzegrating with one of them, yow only
Increase their power over you “because
Inequilibrium they make other
relationships poor substirutes for those
with a global hegemeon.™

HOBSON'S CHOICE
It's what is called Hobson's Choice
where in reality, despite many options in
rtheory, ,}mamua]l{c]:awanlyam That
is, there's no real choice

Sowhat constitures a safe policy? The
awthors say that the smaller countries
have to consider atrade off between
what they gain by getting closer and
their owm economic security. Seyllaand

'ﬂ--u -

US-CHINA, Econamic rivals smeo:

Charybdis. Or, as Homer asked: do you
save the ship or the sailors (whoare the
equivalent sovereignry and your
industries?)

It'savery tough choice but the
authars have a recommendation:
coordinated action by the smaller
economies rather than uncoordinated,
each man for himself policies in order to
prevent the inefficient fragmentation of
theworld economy.

They have studied financial services
“as tools of eoercion™ that have strong
strategic complementarities. Theyalso

say that power bs “nonlinear” as it
“increases disproportionarely as the
hegemon approaches controlling the
entire supply of asectoral input.”
American dollars and Chinese computer
chl  for example.
paper doesn't have anything

s(ardmg!{ﬁncw o suggest. It only says
that smaller countries should diversify
“the input sources of key sectors
currently controlled by the hegemons.™
Well, yes, bur how do you do this without

Iy annoying the ballies?

ndia did this by buying oil from
Russia when the US embargoed Russia
which invaded Ukraine, In the process, it
annoyed the Biden administration so
much thazit's been non-stop
harassment since then.

China isn't in that league ver bur will
get there, or somewhere near, in the next
decade. Inany case, its palicies are
influenced so much by domestic politics
that you never know what it will do next.

In short, all economies smaller than
the US and China can only keep their
fingers crossed. In this increasingly
uncertain world, the only certaincy is
that they will succumb to-either the US
or China. Indeed, many would say they
alreadyhave.

“I tried Emu}urr\ a cab. Ten ;erﬁ
responded with car loan offers!”
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GST rate card

This refers to the news repart High
GST rates an howry goods
counter-productive’ (fanuary 7).
Given the groweth and inflatian

interest rate and investment. The:
inflow af funds "n:lm:lmn-s d

ecanamywith a massive consumer
base.

evtermal k »
affected Hence the GST ml.sk be et
at a rate which wil faciltate

pressares nth 2 kawer smenesand growth
tax rate & critical for stimulating VSK Pillai

consum Ting Charguracterry
Economic activity.

Sincethel ti

and lusuries are burring, a relock at
the tae rates of all gozls is
imperative for consumer welfare.

linury gaods czunterpraductive”
{January 2). The high GST rates

Giventh
drives 5560 per cert of India's

averburden goads across categaries
arrelyantechnicalties far

Iuonery geads is significartly higher
than the glohal average.

mstead of Focusing solly an revenue
augmentation, India should leverage
tsvast consumer base, implemen
structural reforms, andateract
rvestments o drive sustainable
growith and economic expansion.

modifying GST rat b
during recent changes. Chera

Most other countries have

rate GET/VAT system, unli Revive RINL

which hasa coenples muiti-rate

The news abaut QINL revival plans is

The divestrent plan af Vizg Stesl
o0 met with resistance

Mosernisingand equipping the plant
o comgete with the patential
private players is welcome, despite

the costs imvaheed.

Hehru called PSUs as the temples of
modern India and they should not be
seen only for their commercial
benefits but for the socil gairs they
affer. The government s responsile
for the boss ar profit PSLUs make,
Aevival efferes are welcome,

. TR} Movement of goods and services” should be viewed welcome, Loss-making PLs must AG Rajmahan
i gk pricesimpacts demand, inflatian, inthe contese ofits growing Alsaits 28 per cent GST ratean ot be sold at 2 throw away price. Arartspue
"UEEbed iy Wrral L e ] it IS, s o418 Aot M b 40T 4Pty o1 i 1 g 387, 12, VoL, 1 I, T kil e, ik Riar, YA Mo s STy T oy o
L: e BU-BME



