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In Manipur, the
search for peace

Chief minister Biren Singh's apology offers an
opening for dialogue, ending the ethnic conflict
chief minister (CM) N Biren Singh's
public apology over the violence that has
ravaged his state for 19 months and killed at
least 260 people may have come late inthe
day, but it s nevertheless a potentially pivotal moment.
For the first time since ethnic strife erupted in the state
in May 2023, Singh has abandoned his muscular stance
and rhetoric that appeared slanted against the tribal
communities and made a move towards a genuine
expression of regret, T want tosay somy for what
happened in the state. Many people lost thedr loved ones
and many had to leave their homes. | regret and want to
apologise," Singh said, adding that he hoped nomalcy
wiould be restored in the coming year. “"Whatever
happened has happened.. [ wanttoappeal toall
communities to forgive and forget our past mistakes and
start lifie afresh by living together in a peaceful and
prosperous Manipur,” he said. The CM's recognition of
thee scale of the problem, and his appeal to warring
communities to swap retribution for dialogue, is
welcome. It opens the door for some form of
reconciliation brokered by the government,

Since May 2023, the administration has failed
repeatedly in Manipur — in establishing law and order,
in assuaging the grievances of vardous communities, and
in appearing as an impartial arbiter ina dispute with
longstanding grudges, This has created a trust deficit
between the citizens and the government, Time and
time again, a sizable chunk of the population has
articulated its lack of confidence in a beader who appears
to side with the dominant community and whose
administration has done little to rein in militants from
that group. All this has happened as the violence
spiralled, shifting froma battle limited to two groups toa
fire that has engulfied the state and almost everyone,

For Singh's appeal towork, this perception of bias
needs io change, and making that happen is the
administration’s responsibility. An apology can only
work when it is accompanied by introspection, truth-
telling and accountability. Singh’s government must
instinute transparent investigations into the violence
singing Manipur and eschew any action that fuels
suspicion about a partisan state. For the administration
to become effective, it has to regain its credibility.
Todo so, it must prosecute every criminal, bring
representatives of every community on board, and act
against those elements who stoled clashes,

Thee government finally has a chance to turn the tide
of violence. But without accountability, the apology will
ring hollow.

The unsettled debate
about Covid origins

n December 31, 2019, a notice about an unusual

pneumonia cluster in Wuhan, China made its

way 1o the WHO's disease surveillance system,
In that moment, the world stood at a crossroads, though
we wouldn't know that until the opportunity slipped
past our fingers. What followed in these crucial three
months was a cascade of fatal delays. As mysterious
preumonia filled Wuhan's hospitals, Beijing worked to
suppress the truth. Even as genetic sequencing revealed
anovel coronavirus — cousin to SARS and MERS —
officials maintained their fiction of “no clear evidence of
human-to-human transmission” until mid-January.

Doctors who raised early alarms found their
warnings quietened by instivutional inertia and political
opacity and critical questions about the vinus's origins -
‘whether from Huanan Market or a laboratory incident
—were buried under China’s obstructionism. Knowing
howa pathogen emerged shapes everything from
preventing future spillovers from animals to designing
safety protocols for labs to stave off dangerous
pathogens. Yet China cheared the market without testing
animals, withdrew genetic data from interational
databases, and hindered access o investigators, The
originmystery is unresolved till this day. Meanwhile,
the virus carved invisible transmission chains across
continents even as China constructed emergency
hospitals and locked down millions, Yet paradoxically,
08 China sealed itself off, other nations maintained an
ilusion of immunity. These weeks slipped away
unused: no strengthening of health care systems, no
testing infrastructure, no serious preparation,

Five years later, as China and WHO still grapple over
Covid data, the early missteps from five years ago
continue to haunt us — the lag between viral spread and
human response, and the lethal gap between
administrative action and scientific knowledge, remain.

Niti Aayog’'s decade
as an ideas platform

New challenges await

the country’s premier

policy think tank

‘ will replace
the Plunning
Commissien
with & new
Institution hav

ing a new
design and structure, o new body, a
mew soul, o new thinking, a new direc-
tion.”

Thiese weere the words of arendm
Modi on August 15, 2014, in his first
Independence Duy speech as Prime
Minister (PM). While radical the step
was not unexpected: much comman-
tary within and outside the govern-
ment had concluded that the existing
institution no longer reflected the
mieds and structure of an increasingly
market-driven Indian economy.

Niti Aayog came into legal exis-
tenceon January |, 2005 s Brst de-
ade has been shaped by the steady
and wise leadership of its chairman.
M Mol and by Irsdia's rising proflle
In the ghobal cconomy. I is my hon-
o il privilege to hold the positon
of vice chalrman at this auspicious

had to seek the Planning Commis-
sion’s funding for part of their devel-
opment expenditunes.

Assuch, the creation of Niti Aayog
has marked 2 major move toward
decentralisation. It has also prompied
Nifi Aayog o irvent new tools to sup-
port the doctrine of “comypeti tveand
wooperative  federalism®.  These
started with data-driven com parative
Indicators noted later in this articlke
and have i i

A second principle, with strictly
limited exceptions (noted later in this
artiche), is thatat the Union level, Niti
Aayog is encouraged (o explore and
promote new initiatives, but hand
over implementation 1o line mink-
tries which remain bbe for

GHUI'I NITI AAYOG

9@ NITI BHAWAN

delivery. Niti Aayog is best placed o

lTocus on cross-ministey ssues, driv-

Img ransformation and reform, fos-

lering long-lerm ml.rkllng..md stimu-
b

Lhelr request) o set up state-level
“Institugions of transfomation’ (SITs).
s the nodal agency for tracking
India’s performance on the UNS
Agenda 2000, Niti Anyog has devised
andd improved the SDG India
Index, promating competi-
tion and secountability
among states. and the Com-
chlu Water Management
dex, addressing India’s

Iting action-ork

This positioning equips Niti Anyog

10 be an informed commentator on

the pmgmul’:huwsfmmm
o gy e

it Aa placed

term thinking

performance of districts |5 tracked
monihly, and small bul prestiglous
cash awards are distributed by Niu
Aunyosg for well-performing districts.
External evaluations have testificd to

reglonssuch as Jammu and Kushmir
and the Noriheast.

M Maodi s described the coming
two decades as India’s “Amrit Kaal”,
i om tiurlplmrlvdnppmmlw

thiat

were bed by Niti Aayog and then talen
over by Union ministries.

Thiese includie the e-mobdliny
initiative, the Froduction-

Linked Incentive scheme,
Mission LiFE and the promo-
tiom of Green Hydrmgen, Typ-

‘water oriss. Suman ically. these are initiatives
Chief ministers of all B that are located within o
stales and administrators of oy broader framework o which

Union territories (and

selected Unlon ministers)

are all ex-officlo members of Nitl's
ol which is

it Aayog would also have
coniributed, such as Indlas
Nationally Determined Contributions

on climate change or a broad

the diffe thiat this
approach has brought alsout insome
of the poorest parts of the country.
The Aspirational Blocks Pro-
gramme [ ABP) lunched in January
2023 builds on the success of the
Aspirational Districts Programme. It
targets 500 underdeveloped blocks in
India. many of which are sumprisingly
close to otherwise affluent regions.
Niti Aayog's robe hiss been totrain and
empower local officlals o create a
robust tracking system at the block
lemL :md. suppoL ;slumlon (100%
1d

PM as Nt Anyog's chalrperson, This
annual meeting b the substantlve
embociment of “Team India™ which

maoment, Lhe third policy
econormiist 1o be selected for this role.

Under our chairman’s guldance
certain principles have been estab-
lished which have served the institu-
tiom wedl over the last decade.

The first has been to extract Niti
Aayog from a direct financlal alloca-

vision for
the country that transcends political
differences. An Important recent
Inmoventicm s structuned engagement
with chicel socretaries of stase as prop:
aration Ffor the governing council
meeting A by-produc of this govern-
amce structure Is thae Nitl Aayog Is

1o reduce the burden of out-u-| pocket
I th expenditures for poor house-
Twods.

Inspired by ihe: beliel of the PM that
Tocused, data-driven management
wis ot beast as impor tant as fnance,
Niti Anyog designed the Aspirational
Districts Programme in 2018 for n
earefully chosen, stable cohort of 12
underdeveloped districts o being
about concrete changes in health,

of kiey central
gU“.rlll]Eﬂl mmmum block

5In:|:' 2006, Niti Aayog has huU!l,ll
the Asal AIM|

that et the
aspirations of all Indians. The primor-

dinl challenge fcing the country isto
use technol to generate b@tl:tr
oppartunitics for India’s young work-

foroe while respecting planctary
boundarics,

Rising labour productivity is the
only sure route to better incomes;
expanding cmpl with abun-
dantavailability of increasinghy well-
educated labour will both require and
faciitate faster growth. The challen-
e and opportunitles of the coming
diecade will draw upon the lessons of
the Lasit B0 years In at least three anas:
NIt Aayog's ability w0 work across
departmental ilm at Lhe Centre; 1o

promote innovation and cntupn.\
neurship through Inktiatives ike Atal
Tinkering Labs, training over one
crore school-level sudents in design
thirking aid i, and

ug purlicss;

and to ensure ﬂiurmr.t between

Emnsediate imperatives and medium-

term goals. As a young and dynamic

nstitution, Niti Aayog will evolve o
i I

Atal Incubation Centres for startups.
AIM 20 alms to expand Inpovation

he yeurs ahcad

Swrman Bery is sice chatrmam,

tion role. This is of particular rele-
vanee to [ndia’s states, which carlier

soen as politically neutral in its inber-
actions with siates.

odueation,
ment and i

riculture, skill develop-
rastructure, The relative

ecosystemns to 22 languages and cus-
tomize them for hilly and tribal

Nitf Ay
The views expressad are personal

On climate, India can tap
Trump’s transactionalism

mations aren’t moved The new leader
of the West, Trump, rejeets pious pos-
turing he operates like o sharp trader, How
does Indla Intend to negotite with him?

T Wiesst thinks it hias been doing oo
I much for the climate, The poor

not only by internal ;th but alsu bya
sl
ﬁm- Enfrastructure and labour. Thl- shift,
underscored by the profiferstion of global
capability centres within its borders,
demands substantial energy nesources.

With the the art
of dignified complaining at multilateral
forums may soon become obsolete, as the
first principhes of the climate ireaty face
likely dismissal. Conventional arguments
must now yickl to0 market-driven pragmea-
tism. as the shrinking space for moral
appeals in climate discourse Isll‘uq‘l\;l'

the

Emer 5 for their part, have
approached climate isaes with less urgency
than the erisis demands. This is largely
because foods don't wash away their el lies,
nor do heatwaves claim them as victims., Adr
purifiers and air conditioners ensure that the
privi remain cocooned in productivity,
wihile the poor bear the brunt of both histor]-

cal and governmental nefficien-

lnc;;mh“ American administration

The story of climate eriss negotist onsis,
abave all, & testament 1o the power of the
Mrst-mover advan tage — an advantage thal
has perpetuated itsell across nations and
within their borders, Between 1751
and 2MM7, wealthy natbons cons
sumed more than 65% of the
plmn’u shared carbon budget. leov-

behind a staggering ecol

icit. While their citizens sufllered
lhmughrlm wmog of industrial rev-
alutions, they secured an afflaent
future for generations to come.
Now, as formar colonics with vast,
impoverished populations seek
their own ascent — pollution an unavoidable
hyproduct — the carbon space they need io
manoeuyTe has all but vanished.

The Global South — represented by India,
the African Union, China, and other emerg:
ing economies — contends (at (e West
bears an “emissions debi”, a moral and his-
torical obligation to provide not just funds
Tor nuitigation efforts bul also compensation
Tor past damages and resources [or ada pla-
tion to the escalating impacts of the climate
erisis. This tension forms the crux of the
deep il line dividing wealthy amd develop-
ing nations in negotiations at multilateral
forums,

Trump's loaming presidericy has bt di-
mate sdvocabes in the West deeply anxdos,
Flooding in the U5 East Coast and Canada,
coupled with foress fires in Avstral fa. infer-
mittently delivers the Third World experi-
ence 1o the First World. Yet the disquicting
reality is that climate action for admin-
istrations has been disappointingly thin The
recent COP29 negotiations in November
were, to put it politely, acrimonious. The
$300 billion in annual dimate finance
—[ramed as o mix of grants and low-intersst
Toans [rom devedo ped nations — was hadled
by the US as a “historic outeome,” while
Indin dismissed it as an “optical lusion .

These negotiations continue to focus
heavily on clamping down on the Fossi Tuel
industry = a strategy sdvocated by environ-
mental sctivists bt one that remains unat-
tainable for emerging economies caught in
their devebopmental cycle. Even Germany
had to restart its coal plamts when LNG ship-
ments were distupted during the Ukraine
erisis, because, s it turns out, ecrtain lifes.
tyles remain non-negotiable for the West

In 2021, the average North American emit-
ted 11 times more energy-related CO2 than
the average African. As one African leader
remirked, “Let us carbonise first (Lo decar-
bonise).” India, whose energy corsumption
Is one-third of the global average, faces a
similar comundrum, Its energy porifolio is
potsead for & dramatic transformation, driven

Shreerupa
Mitra

ches, The rich migrate to cleaner skies when
the alr quality index surges o a choking
L0001 this sense, India's ellies wield slml-
lar climate cholees as thelr counterparts in
the Wiest, navigating the crisis on their own
terms while leaving the rest Lo con-
bl with i harshest consoquences.

The International Energy
Agency’s datatells o nuanced story:
The richest (1% af the world's papa-
lmticm ermiged 10 tmes more than all
the rest of the richest 10% combined.
Whille the top 10% of emitters s pan
all continents. 5% of them kve in
advanced cconomics, China, the
Middle East, Russia, and South
Africa. The botom 1% of emitters globally
reside in developing economies across Africa
and Asia

Arguing about moral debt with Trump is
ukin wu‘ylrﬁwﬂll a sieve. In any case, given
Trump's well-documented disdain for mult-
laieral instltutlons, there's a strong likeli-
hood he will disengage entirely — a move
that could upend the ghobal agenda, partiou-
larly since the US remains the principal fin-
ancler of these bodies. 1 isa misreading of

s anti-green and pro-fossil fuesl —
s only :elmlludylnmmumul. For ndia,
this presents an opporunity.

Trurp will almost cortainly push Indla to
buy more US oil = a trade that began in 20017
— a8 a means of addressing the bilateral
trade deficit, In return, India could crafl its
own wish list, prioritising greater access to
elimate-refated technologies. At the core of
Indln 5 climate challenges are intellectual

roperty barriers that hinder its ability 1o
\I.mu uFlls energy systems. Expanding the
the Indtiative on Critical and Emerg-
hnologies (ICET) to include a pillaran
:llmnhc technology could be a pivotal step.
Juint research and development with the 17
national laboratories under the US Depart-
ment of nmm-'muualsu wield tranaformma-

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY

e year of ﬁ

We know that peace will

not be given to us as a gift, but we
will du everything to stop Russia

and end the war

The many wars suggest

collapse of moral

Conflict Location and Event Dot

astyear wis o vickent year, and the new
I your (hreatens o be worse. The Armed
M ACLED) initiativwe imlmlm!hﬂ otal

valucs

Bwpr_ Even nm wrmngmh. e

mnlpuummsmcanﬂxlmknfmﬂwh
vaceine teams in the viokenee-tom I.rlhllm

, with
aduminoellect in mnluplr.-mm. T!u- Fegom
arcund [ndiadid not Bre well. Pakstan moved
from “high” 10 “estremi” leveds of violenee in
024, while Myanmar remained in the high vio-
lenoe one., Bangladesh has moved into the
extreme zone for the 2025 forecast afier
remaining in the low violenee calegory for
wears. When combined with other trends. the
Horecast is worrying, with th

of Pakistnn
mny:dnu.mwmnmm‘ucmmn.m

Wmﬂndvelmllulm rich nations
aire skdmping on aid so conflict-ridden areas,
most of which were the result ul'mnmpﬁ al
negime chiange, Workbwide defonoe expendin
went up o some §2443 trillion hs %t(i! lhe

steepest vear-on- yeﬂrlm:rm! since

fing down to the ground. No one will likcly
rermadn untouched unless semse prevails or @
mew movemient For peace emenges, As ol now,
| not even a serous: o effort any-
where. Infiuct, all concemed seem to be intent
ot fuelling the hastred and divislons.
The reflabed] statistics have only got
o, Accord g o Uhe Inkernational
Institune for Stratogic Studies, civilinn
deaithain these wirs rose 37% lorasch
200,000 globally, and that's caly till

mid-year. Then, there i the sunami Tara
Kartha

of displaced people and refugees UN
agencies cstimate that ome in overy @
persons is now forcibly displaced. =
“This ts nesarly doubde of those dis-
placed a decace ago,” the UN says.

ks rose by

48% even usmipnrm.mum::uihasﬂlc [1-§
Tussia aned China increased their defence bud-
gets. This is a good time 1o be in the defence
Iusiness, s lorg s you're nodon the receiving
enid ol the weapons now Mooding the market.
As defence spending rises. loandng

i acthon so mithgabe theeclimote orlss

prisingly, it is the countries in conflict

that are keast able to cope with cli-

mate-inducnd disasters. Afghanistan,

fr in stance, virtually collapsed, with

= Bolits 4 provinces il badly by nul-
igasters,

tipked
And finally, what is ohvious to evervone B

Adong the pap
s iripee to miore than 43 milion, B Esno just
about the el number, Eachdigi in this wotal
represents a L in misery, with many (28 in

leraine) uprooted from relatively stable lives.
And herc's an ugly reslin: The global purse for
umanitiarian aid b drying wp. The UN willend
2024 having recetved bess than half the aid it
mummywwmwgnmslmw ]

the of serious inter-Staie conflict

mchear v s
dent Viadimir Putin'svedle threats extended 1o
tactical nuchsar weaponsdrills in May, The US
has now restarted s own low-yled graviyy
Ibornb. A decadeago, dive warnings of an Indis-
Paldstan nuclcar war, thowugh with relatively
minuscube arsenals, were rife In academia,
Hw the sammm d’uulu:lur war theeat

tundtes, Inrlln must estaldish o ixnl I:rm.l:
mechantsm to resobve climate wechnology IP
Issues with urgency, ensuring that this trns-
aetional diplomacy delivers tan gible results
and inspires investor confidence.

ALCOP2 in Bakou, Inddia argued that tran-
sltions in developing nations should not be
reduced to mere investment opportu nities.
Yet, this stance may be counter-intuitive in
the current contextof American politics, For
Trumg, it is the sheer scale of India's marker
that will dictate economic bgic. If change is
10 be brokened, it will be on the terms of mar-
kets, nod morality.

Shreerpa Mitm wiites on @engy,
gevpolitics and multilateralimn

Somse 17 milllon wos't get any d st all. And
here's worse: In many conflict zones, there isa

L All of the com-
batarits, unlike bsdia, soe nukes os o war-Gght-
g woapon, That encapsn lates the most griev

dieliberntedeniol of aid toachicve military goods.
United States (US) President Joe Biden, for
finstance, has refused o pressure lrael indo
allowing feod commveys through a land route,
Instead, abd was pirdropped — 38000 packets
for 14 milon in Rafh — with mwd‘mwnirg
a6 they p

food Trmsunhr oneexample. l'h-n-umams

ol vwnrs = col lapse of value sy
terns, where suffering, desth, snd stanation are
not news, cven as wars are directly linked to
staggering inflation and a deepening climoe
v, There has to be a strong pushback agalnst
this compdete moral collapse, This voice could
e Inclias. which has anly onoe boen Forond to
ii;h adirty war in Sci Larika and regreted it

irl mis sumcoflndl‘k. i a the

M:nrmhlh infrastrctune — partiow
larly health facilities — means that conflict
HOTRES e ndisease. A review ol same 51
studies showed tht outbreak of diseases such
- I!IIJL‘L hepatitis-b, acuie bacierial meningits,

The tarep

In conflict aress of

we delivered and got out. Thar's
quite aremnl It Istime w0 pull out the stops in
oth moral and military philesophy and take
thelead.

Tara Kartha bsaliestor {resnarh aned analysish
Crvutre o Land Warylare Studies, New Delbl
The vews expressal are persand
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Tha Lang game: Prime Minister Narendrn Mod| being welcomid by the Indian diasspers or his arrival st DuPeat Hatel, Wilmingion, Delsware on September 21 an

I'he
Unfinished
Yuest

In search of a ‘grand strategy’ for India’s
foreign policy in the 21st century

Three writers explore the p

d present of Indias relatons with the world, and ties in the neighbourhood, o trace the path ahead, In doing so,

they ask what should Indias strategy be and explain why veering away from s traditionally peaceable and liberal ethos is not the way forward

Suhasini Haldar
or s bong as states have had
conflicts, thinkers have tried to
set owt the terms of a “grand
strategy” of a country, one thit
draws together s natonal power and
resources with lis diplom, millitary
and economic ambitions, For India’s
Chanakya (Arthashastra), or for military
generals like Thucydides (History of the
Pefaponnesian War, Sun Teo (The Art of
Wary and Carl von Cliusewitz (On War),
the focus was on how I war, Amidst
present-day realities of relative peace,
thelr writings are now quoted in books on
battles for diplomatic influence instead,

Friends and allies
At beast three recent books have almed o
look at a ‘grand stravegy” for Indian
faredgn policy in the 21st century, harking
in some measure to ancient strategic
wisdom, In Friends: Inda’s Closest
Steategie Partners, Professor at Jindal
University Sreeram Chaulia writes about
the seven nnll:lrh % e |I|I|:k:| are IlnILL ]

partne n-hl;mnnallu
speaks instead of the
for Indin's strategy to "assume its destiny
as a leading power e world.
Chiulia’s argument for a world of
friendships is three-fold, One, thit India
not depend om o mulilateral
framework o advanee on this path and
needs specific bilateral relationships o
power it forward, The secomd, India’s
friends are by and Lirge those who believe
in Indian strategic autonomy. The third,
thit these friends are inviestid in India

we”, he
o for friendships

using bts strategle ndependence i
countervalling or deterremt challenge to
Chinese hegemony. There are ul:vllm
excepthons to these rules, The iy
not be a Fan of Indian strateghe autonomy

U5, Ambassador to Incia Eric Gareetti
recently indieated ina speech that in
conflict, partners must choose sides,
Russia aims to bring India and China
closer (as President Putin sought at tf
recent BRICS summit with a Narendra
Modi-Xi Jinping meet after years). It is also
clear that none ul Irdia's ru-lurdumrllu
cabeulus as
countries that can help Ind rise, &
thesks by exclusion that many Indian
thinkers would disagree with, The book s
remarkable, however, for its clarity of
thought in an age where writers often
hedge their bets, in line with India's own
amarphous and sometimes ambiguous
forelgn policy choices. The organisation
of the chapters, with one for each of
India's friends chosen by Chaulia is also
helpful, especially for students of each of
these important relaticnships.

e

Posithoning India's strengths

Also out this season is McGill University
Professor T, Paul's excellent The
Unfirtished Quest: India’s Search for Major
TPower Status from Nehru to Modi, 1f
Chaulia's *Friends’, works within the silos
of each relationship, Paul's “Quest’ flows
chronalogically from India's
Independence, in a treatise on Indian

d its plmlhal st Long before
Jaishankar said

:I pul nits oLt IIn- N|~| i bl
Ha s “one of the “four great

powers af the postwar internatlonal

system”, along with the U
Unbon and China. Pau
positions India's cvill
melucing the culiural and relighous
aspects, now at the forefront of the Modi
government’s diplomatic forays, as part of
s "soft power”, ackding that the status of
“Vishwaguru”™ or even " Vishwamitra”
wiestihd elude Tndia if it veers from its
tradlitionally peaceable and lberal ethos
that contribute to it Paul's evaluation of
econamic and military heft is well

psearched and worth reading,
particularly as he it them in
absolute and compa s to ather
Bleabal powers, Unlike Chaulia, Paul does
carry a chapter on " The Nejghbours", but
like Chaulia, he concludes that India's
Bleabal status will increase even without
gaining leverage in South Asia,

The turning point
Finally, there's Dhruva Jaishankar's Viswa
Shastea: India and The World, a scholarly
recounting of Indian foreign policy over
the ages, that beging with ancient
strategic treatises, goes through
presindependence foreign policy thought,
followed by the first few decades of the
Inclian Republic. Jaishankar marks 1991 as
a significant turning point of
“fundamental change" in Indian foreign
policy = broadly as a reactbon to global
events like the Gulf war, lsr ine
peace process, the collipse of the Soviet
Union and withdrawal from Afghanisean,

andd the resultant period of U.S.Jed
unipolarity in the world. Ja kar, the
third in his family line of steategie

thinkers, weaves the intricaches of Inclia’s
forelgn polley past with consbderable
eading up to the present period in
2024, Part 1, *History™, ks serupulously

well presented, followed by Part 2 deled
“Steategy”, where It Is possible for
dhitferent schools of forelgn policy
thinking vo differ, Jaishankar lists 14
"priorities" for Indian strategy,
fram the need to improve military and
Industrial abilities, securing
partnerships in the Indian Ocean, ASEAN
region and Middle East/West Asla, to

i enuaktiluteral instit
wts his case on |
challenges by simply saying that “China’s
rise 18 likely the primary factor
Influencing India's grand strategy ", and
the other priorities he lists - on managing
Chira, working with the Quad and others
in the Indo-Pacific etc - speak to this
understanding. Unlike Chaulia and Paul,
Jaishankar puts much more focus on
Irelia's thes with its neighbours, including
Afghanistan (Prioritise Neighbours, Talk
to Alghandstan), making an exoeption for
Pakistan (Compel Pakistan) for which he
recommends i dif L treatment,

Al three books mark a refreshing
departure from strategic works of the past
decade that focused on the Modi
“moment” in Indian foreign policy
post-2004. Those works had portrayed
poliches of the Modi/UR S TITHETE 8 )
break from the past, often mistaking
Innovations such as public rallies for the
dinspora, personalised summitlevel
diplomacy (the Sabarmati swing with Xi
or the car ride in the Beast with Obama),
socal media usage and the promotion of
yopa, meditation, Hindi and Sanskeit, the
seriptures ete for tansformational forelgn
policy. On this, all anclent serategie
thinkers suel ik,
il were elear - a key compenent of
effecthve policy formation is the ability 1o
thseern grand strategy from tactbes.

THE DAILY QUIZ

I ANEWETS L
latyguizipth ehindu.coin

The Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral was reopened in December following
extensive restoration work to fix the effects of a 2019 fire. A quiz in its honour

Vasudevan Mukunth Christianity, Perhaps its meat famaus | =
farm is in the Cathedra Patrl in Rome, Fill

(9 I the bilank,

QUESTION 1 [ 8

Tagether with the Amiens, Chartres, and | QUESTION 4

Felms cathedrals, the Motre-Dame de
Parits is an example of which style of
architecture? Structures bullt in this style
tend ta be tall, with additianal
architectural features ‘k-ln];l\l'rl to divert
the resulting welght

[
QUESTION 2
Authorities commissioned restoration
work on the Netre-Dame de Parls
between 1044 and 1064 after o Jnlml lar
:|N|| wvent, Nam

QI.III'I‘IDN 3
The term ‘cathedral’ comes from
cathidra, a characteristically risid
thron redervied for the « danating
this Individusl's sutharity in Cathelic
™
K

Betwain the 14th century and 1766, the
only clocks ot the Notre-Dame de Parls
were In the ferm of twe

These divices measured the |h|'~~\u- of
time by ablowing wates to flaw inta ar
ot af & vessel, with its velume denating
the Elmez, Thetlr nam
means “water thi

|3

QUESTION §

Until Newembier 1789, the Natre-Dame di
Parls bitonged to the Cathalic Church,
bt o particidar event moved Its
ownirship to the state of France in that
yisar In 1905, the French gavernmant
allowed the Cathedic Church to use the
cathedral for religous purposes fonevir,
Wi the evernt,

in Anclent Greece
Il in the blank,

Visual question:

This s o daplection ot the cathedral of a mythalogleal bird
that, In antiquity, wid associated with witchis and il
oman. Mam the bird

Quaestions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. According to India's
natiaral calendar, this s the fiest day of the
yiear. Ans: March 22, and for leap year March
21

2. Thee Calendar Reform Commttes bn 1952 was
haded by this persan, Ans: Professor
Meghnod Saha

3. The different calendars the commities
enmminid before selecting the Vikram Samvat.
Ans: 32, Thirty were from different States
of the country, one was the lunar Hijrl
Islamic calendar and another was the solar
Gragorian calendar,

A, This Irsnian poet snd philasopher devised
e rulies for o leap year, Ans: Omar Khayyam
5. The unified Saka Calendar was adopted with
effect from March 21, 1956 A.D, Saka refers ta
s, Ans: Saka refers to Scythlans who
ruled from Ujjain batween 130-395 CE
Wiauial; M this Amercan movie. Anss
Ocean'’s Eleven

Early Birds: Nobody gat all the answirs conmect

FROM TH

Know your
English

K, Subrahmanian
S.Upendran

| ARCHIVES

“She graduated last year. And she got the
pold medal. But compardes won't give her
a jobs beenuse she doesn't have any
experience. How can she get any
experience Iluulmd) Bives her a job? It's

Es a ‘eondition whereby ene
faalls no matter what action ks taken
because of a paradoxical rube or
situation’.”

“You mean, no matter what you do,
youi just .

“It's a mo-win situation
example, your friend’s case. |

et a job, she needs experience and in
order to get experience, she needs a job.
It's o paradox. A clissic catche22
situation.”

"1 think I"'m beginning to undel
Bt el me why is it called catche
not catch-25 or 247
ch22 s the tithe of a novel by
]lMl‘l\h- Helle

0K

mlrl 22 in the novel?”

ead the novel wnd find out for

yoursell, 1'm going to the library
esently. If you want,."

fou're going to the lbrary right

1 short while from now, 'Presently”
means ‘i a lirede while, soon’, For
ipbe, [ean say, the theatre will open

“The Minister will be here presenthy.”
"It's I’Iihn-mly The stress Is on the first
syllable
"0K. But | thought *presently’ meant
“right now
1, you're right. The Americans use
', The

‘presently’ o mean at preser
divorce rate in India is presentl
I:h{l:uu level. My cousin is presently living
in USA”

15 hee @ LS, eltlzen?”

iy, but be's w resident of Georgla”

" exactly is the diff

o ‘resldent’ and g ‘cltisen?"

citlzen’ ks someone who shares in
the politieal rights of & country. For
example, unless you are a clilzen of Indla,
v et vite diring the elections, A
‘restdent’, an the other hand, ks someone
whe stays in a particular place. For
example, [ ean be a resident of Paris,
London or Genea,*

e fust because you're a resident of
Tarts, it doesn’t mean you're a eitlzen of
Fra Is that correct?"
ctly, You can stay or reside in
another country without being its citizen,
Bt remember, if you're just a resident,
yous have no politheal rights.”

"I'm not eligible to vote anyway!"

Putdished i The Hinde on August 2,
1994,

Word of the day

Zeitgeist:

the spirit of the time; the splrt characteristlc of
an age of ganaration

SYNONYMS: tesl, Havaur, splrit, tone

u SARE. The novel captures the seligeist of the
Dt 1905,

Pranunciation: newsth iive/zeltgelstpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fsagast/, fatgast/

For feedbnck and suggestions for
Tent & Context, pleade write to
letters@thehindu.cadn
with the subject "Teat & Contist’

»
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Four UN environmental summits
fell short in 2024. What happened?

At the heart of the breakdown lies a divergence in national priorities. Developing nations, grappling with developmental challenges, economic
constraints, and the effects of climate change, have repeatedly demanded more technology and financial support from developed countries

Indu K. Murthy

he United Nations® efforts 1o

aldress critical environmental

challenges hit multiple

roadblocks this year, with four
key summits — in Colombia on
biodiversity, Azerbaijan on cimate, Saudi
Arabia on land degradation, and South
Korea on plastics — failing to deliver
meininghul outcomes.

These meetings brought wgether
governments, researchers, policyma
industries, and civil society organisations
to ensure their goals were aligned, build
equitable accountability, and mobilise
adequate finance for action. But all four
summits achieved no or partial success on
ues they had set to address, In fact, this
is the fourth time UN discussions
designed to push countries toward
significant progress in addressing
biodiversity loss, climate change, and
plastic pollution have either ended
without consensus or vielded
unsatisfactory outcomes,

This is a significant setback in global
efforts to address biodiversity loss and
climate change, potentially leading 1o
delayed action on critical ssues such as
climate finance, drought mitigation, and
plastic pollution, with the most
vulnerable countries potentially suffering
the greatest impact,

The partial or full filures of these @lks
raise pressing concerns about the global
community's ability to combat
biodiversity loss, climate change, and
other urgent environmental crises,
Understanding the reasons behind these
sethucks and their implications for global
cooperation is essential to charting a
more effective path forward.

Divergent national interests

At the heart of the talks” breakdown lies a
stark and growing divergence in national
priorities. Developing nations, J;mp'plmg
with al chall

AN activist 8t the “People’'s Plenary' of the COP2 United Nations climate change corference in Baku,

Azerbaijan, in November. FEUTERS

pushed for proper usage and recyeling of
plastic waste.,

Comstraints, and the impacts of climate
change, have repeatedly demanded maore
technology transfer and financial s
from developed countries, But developed
nations are reluctant o commit additional
resources, citing domestic political
pressures and economic challenges of
their own.

For example, the Colombia talks on
hiodiversity co vation faltered as
countries failed to agree on financing
mechanisms to support sustainable
land-use practices. Financing
conservation at scale came to a gridlock
with countries lagging in ambition, being
nowhere close to delivering the $700
billion-a-year requirement. In Azerbaijan,
developing nations demanded $1.3 trillion
a year from developed nations, and the
talks ended with the latter boosely
apresing to raise the amount from a wide
range of sources, including private
investment,

Also in Azerbaijan, countries were
divided over the pledge to transition away
from fossil fuels, a decision made during
the last UN climate summit. The plastic
podlution talks in South Korea also
brought to the fore a significant divide
among participating nations. The meeting
concluded without reaching an
agreement primarily because countries
that rely on economies dependent on
ongeing demand for plastics opposed a
legally binding treaty. Instead, they

and crises

ir_'vmzl talks stumbled on dissgreements
over the frmmeworks needed to monitor
and enforce environmental goals, In
Azerbaijan, discussions on implementing
the global stocktake under the Paris
Agreement saw divisions over the
accountability mechanisms for emission
reductions, particularly for high-emission
nations.

In Saudi Arabia, industrialised nations
clashed with African countries over the
establishment of a legally binding drought
protocol. While the former wanted a
broad operational framewaork, the African
nations demanded a concrete plan with
ECONTIC commitments,

Global erises, including the COVID-19
pandemic, economic Jmtamllt and

actmn They have diverted attention and
resources away from pressing
environmental priorities as governments
grapple with urgent domestic concerns
such as public health, economic recovery,
amnd social stability.

For many countries, particularly those
with limited institutional and/or financial
capacity, the challenge to balance
economic recovery efforts with long-term
sustainabilivy goals has weakened their
negotiating positions. This has further
reduced their willingmess or ability
commit to ambitious emdronmental
argets,

Developing economies, in particular,
face heightened difficulties as they
navigate inflation, debt burdens, and
overall developmental challenges
alongside climate voulnerabilities, keading
o calls for greater financial and
technological support from wealthier

nations.

Growing divide, lack of consensus
These sethacks in global negotiations
complicate the already daunting task of
addressing global environmental
challenges.

Delayed action: The inability and
Failure to agres on frameworks and
commit o conerete actions by nations
postpone critical measures required to
fight global issues such as biodiversity
boss, climate change, land degradation,
and plastic pollution. This delay increases
the likelihood of pushing global systems
closer to irreversible tipping points, with
severe consequences for communities
and economies worldwide,

Incoherent, fragmented efforts: As
multilateral processes falter, there is a
growing risk of countries turning to
unilateral regional action. While these
imitiatives are well-meaning and can make
progress, they would lack the global
coberence necessary to address

In_Arerbaljan, countries were
divided over fossil fuels.
plastic pollution talks in South
Korea also concluded without
agreement because countries that
rely on an ongoing demand for
lastics opposed a Iy bindir
freaty

conperation even maore dificult.
Pressure on future summits: The
failure of multiple global negotiations on
the environment further forces upcoming
meetings to deliver meaningful cutcomes.

Tebuilding momentum

To advance global environmental goals,
several key strategies must be prioritised.
Climate finance is key to this, Wealthier
nations must honour their commitments
to provicle financial and technological
support to developing nations. This would
create a more equitable foundation for
negotiations and help bridge trust gaps
between developed and developing
economies.

Equally critical is the need o enhance
transparency and accountability by
establishing robuwst mechanisms to track
progress and hold nations accountable for
their commitments. This would play a
vital role in restoring confidence in
multilateral processes.

Inclusive diplomacy is also essential o
address geopolitical tensions and ensure
all voices, particularly those of vulnerable
nations, are heard in negotiations. By
promaoting equitable participation, global
cooperation can become more effective
and resilient.

Further, there must be a strong focus
on implementation — shifting the
emphasis from ambitions pledges to
tangible action - backed by messurable
outcomes, This pragmatic approach
ensures progress even in the face of
broader disagreeme

Finally, erucial o acknowledge and
address connections between hiodiversity
loss, land degradation, plastic pollution,
and climate change - a complex web of
environmental crises that amplify ane
anather, Climate change accelerates
habitat destruction, wlimately leading to
biodiversity boss, while degraded
ecosystems such as deforested lands,
desertification and land degradation or
overexploited soils release carbon,
exacerbating global warming.

Similarly, plastic pollution harms
marine and terrestrial ecosystem
contributes to greenhouse gas em
during its production and degradation.
Addressing these issues in isolation has

wven i icient. Global envi ntal
talks must therefore prioritise these
interconnections, foster integrated
strategies that protect ecosystems, restone
degraded landscapes, and reduce
pollution while tackling climate change.

The challenges are immense, but so ane
the stakes. As environmental crises
intensify, the world can't afford further
stalemates, It is imperative for nations to
move beyond short-term interests and

envir | issues I
and equitably and could trigger new
problems because of a lack of
coordination among nations.

Erosion of trust: Repeated failures in
negotiations risk undermining confidence
among nations, making future

b a shared vision for a sustainable
future,

(Inclu K. Murthy leads the Climate,
Environment, and Sustainability sector at
the Center for Study of Science, Technology,
and Policy (CSTEP), a research-based think
tank, indukmurthyiestep.in)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Things sort of related to trees

Vasudevan Mukunth

QUESTION 1
When a strang electric discharge
passes through an insulating blanks.

material, its progression can take [ earth - Ans: Cellulose

the shape of a rapidly branching QUESTION 4 3. Material that helped popul arise
tree, What are these figues called?  n computational linguistics, mation pleture films - Ans:

b what & the name for the tree-like  Ceblulobd

QUESTION 2
One example of the many abstract
data types in computer sclence i
the - It's 30 named
because each node in this tree has
at best two child nodes. As the tree
progresses, it branches aut in

QUESTION 3

The s a fractal

shape that's also one of the easiest
cM

to create, Start with a line
saprment and split one end inta
[ two branches, Then repeat the
process for all new line segments
created In this way, Fill in the

Tepresentation used to
understand the syntax's structure
of avy given sentence using
specific grammatical rules?

[

QUESTION &

Name the hunting practice
wherely hunters use dogs o
chase animals up atree, where
they can be spatted and shat at
more easily, The idiat “barking
g the wrong tree” comes fram

this practice,

Reflexive property

2. Most abundant pelymer on the

lurngy - Ans: Cellulite
5§ Varety of just-in-time

Tadepalli

Answers to December 31 quiz:
L. Property due to which jalmest) all
sels are also thelr subsets - Ans:

4. Condition in which skin becomes

manufacturing prized for agility -
Ang: Cellular manufacturing
Wisal: Bass wiolin or vielone
First contact: KM, Viswanathan |
wawanadharao Batchu | Srividya

Wisual:The tre in the garb of a person In this image |s the unafficlal mascot of which

university? Credit: BrokenSphere

Please send in your snswers b
stienceiithehindu.co.in

Al ber af ant
mmpbcamu decisions by havmg different ants
make different parts af each decision, GeTTY
IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTD

Ants team up
to make tough
decisions

Arkatapa Basu

The small size of ants has nothing to do
with their stature among insects and, in
fact, in the animal kingdom. Over the
years, they have colonised almost every
mutjor landdmass on the planet, and ¢
total biomass is expected to exceed that of
hirds and mammals combined. They are
eusocial insects: their colonies are
organised with a great degree of
cooperation and division of labour,

A study published in Proceedings of the
Mutiomal Academy of Sciences on
December 23 offered to add one more
feather to their caps. In the study, lsraeli
researchers explored how two spe
longhorn crazy ants and humans — dealt
with challenges by working together.

Just as it's easier o hawl a heavier
object with a kirge number of people, the
researchers have reported that a large
number of ants can together make more
complicated decisions by having different
ants make different parts of each
decision,

In an experiment, the researchers had
the ants carry a T-shaped object through a
series of ant-sized obstacles, This is a
difficult task for ants because they can’t
talk to each other about how they can fit
the object through a particular entrance
using enly their pheromone-based
commumication.

In a parallel setup, the team had a
bunch of people navigate a similar
ohstacle course carrying a similarly oddly
shaped ohject.

Tov level the playing field, the humans
were made to wear sunglasses and masks
and barred from speaking or gesturing o
each other,

The team found that the ant groups
outperformed their human counterparts,
While individual amnts strugeled, ant
groups were able to coordinate their
efforts in ways that exceeded individual

Ants banked on distributed
coordination, allowing them to
adjust and align their actions
according to the actions of other

ants, eventually arriving at the
‘correct’ solution

capabilities — an example of emergent
persistence.,

‘On the other hand, the people weren't
able to discuss and strategise their course,
and often failed to improve on individual
performances. Sometimes, in fact, human
groups fared worse than individual
humans.

According to the researchers, in the
absence of communication, individuals
tended to rush to do what they thought
their teammates would do. This
phenomenon, colloguially called
groupthink, drove participants w pursue
incorrect solutions like pulling the
Tshaped object directly towards gaps in
the wall,

Ants, on the other hand, banked on
distributed coordination, allowing them
to adjust and align their actions according
o the actions of other ants, eventually
arriving at the ‘correct’ solution,

The study highlighted the power of
emergent behaviour in collective
problem: lit.'d\"l‘l'lﬁ_

paper. “One example comes from fish
that can expand their sensing range by
grouping, which allows the schoal to
respond to environmental gradients that
occur over long length scales, Another
example comes from fish that modulave
their responsiveness o risk by modifying
the spatial structure of the group.”

It also remains to be seen how humans
habituated to communicating in ways
other than talking would perform.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Selence’, please write 1o
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
sulbsject ‘Daily page'

» o
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Apologynot enough
Hold Manipur CM accountable for violence

ANIPUR Chief Minister N Biren
Singh's apology for the ethnie vio-
lence that has ravaged the state since
May 2023 is too Etthe, too kate, Over 250
lives have been bost, thousands dis-
placed and women brutalised in unimaginable ways.
Sinﬂh‘nnekno.vltdmmﬂ of the tmnuﬁyunnc( [
his culpability; his inacti 1p hip make him
awar eriminal. Under Singh' nwau'h Manipur spiralled
into chaos, with armed militias terrorising communi-
thes. His failure to control the militks, prevent the wide-
spread use of looted weapons and ensure the safety of
all communities makes his apology appear more like a
strategic ploy than a sincere effort o heal a fractured
society, Women have been weaponised in this conflict,
The homrifying sexual viokenoe against Kuld-Zomi
women, such as the ordeal of Reina Haokip, highlights
thie war waged on women's bodies, The victims carry
psychological scars that no apology can heal.

The statistics he presented — declining incidents
of firing and arrests made — are cold comfort to those
who have lost loved ones or seen their homes burned.
The wounds inflicted by drone bombings, mob
attecks and communal targeting cannot be erased by
wards alone, The displacement of over 50,000 peaple
is atestament o the state's inability to provide secu-
rity and dignity to its citizens.

Allegations of bias against the Kuki-Zo communi-
ty have further eroded any trust in his leadership, His
apology is a transparent attempt to deflect blame
rather than take responsibility. Singh's tenure has
been marked by complieity and incompetence, ren-
dering him incapable of fostering peace or reconeili-
ation. Calls for his resignation are justified; account-
ability is non-negotiable. Manipur needs a leadership
overhaul and a political solution grounded in justice,
equality and genuine dialogue. Singh must face the
consequences of his fallures.

) .
as graft taint
Bribery cases against cops reveal the rot

ARYANA has had a ‘double-engine’ gov-

ermment since 2014, It's no mean feat that

the BJP has won three Assembly elec-

tions on the trot in this state adjoining the

Capital. No wonder voters continue to
have great expectations in terms of good & clean gover-
nance, Even as the euphoria over the party’s stunning
wictory in the October 2024 state polls is waning, asober-
ing fet has come to light — of the 104 trap cases in which
officials were ciught red-handed by Haryana's Anti-
Corruption Bureau kst year, M involved members of the
police foree. It is a good sign that the ACB is cracking
down on corrupt officials, but what about deterrence and
fear of the law? The functioning of the government and
the police comes under a cloud when those tasked with
law enforcement themselves demand and accopt illegal
gratification. Other departments have a better record,
et there ig no room for complacency as they also have
their black sheep who need to be weeded out.

It was the anti-cormuption plank that had helped the
BJP decimate the scam-4ainted UPA a decade ago, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modiemphasksing his a2m-tol-
eranceapproachwith the dogan. “Na khaunga na khane
dunga”. However, the rot in Haryana shows that the ink
tiative to cleanse the system remains awork in progress,

Speaking at a ‘Good Governance Day’ event last
week, the Harvana Governor rightly stated that infor-
mation technology was the most effective means of
curbing corruption, Indeed, e-governance has made a
difference, but unscrupulous people are adept at find-
ing new ways o bypass rules and procedures. The
Union Government, which is often accused by the
Opposition of misusing Central agencies to settle polit-
ical scores, must pay greater attention to Haryana,
which is ot risk of becoming a bad advertisement for the
much touted anti-cormuption campaign.

OPINION

Eht tﬁhm! CHANDIGARN | THURSDAY | 2 JANUARY 2025

Close ranks to fortify the republic

The collective will of people is needed to safeguard India's interests

K
FORMER SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

ITH the onset
of the year in
which the Indi-
an  republic
will celebmite
75 years of itsestablishment, the
fervent hope of the majority of

s citizens is for sodal pea ce and

harmony. This can mbr bc
if there is a

that the path to right the
‘wronigs of history’ Bes thirough
cementing a common nation-
hood that is respectful of the tra

clitions and faiths of all Indians.
‘That acceptance and respect are
also the premise and promise of
the republic’s foundational pan-
ciple, soelogquenily expressed in
the Constitution.

A devation from this basic
constitutional proposition will
damage India’s capability 1o
successfully novigate the enor-
mous strategie challenges that
are growing beciuse of the tech-
nodoggion lchanges underway ina
turbulent glolal envionment
‘Theregional situation, oo, pres-
ents dificulties that can be
ignored anly ot the peril of hurt-
ing national interests. And, for
Inclia, the key country connect-
ing its regional and global chal-
lenges is China,

China's threat goes far beyond
the border issue. A process of
‘normalising’ the relationship,
which was scutely impaired by
Chinas actions  in  castern
Ladakh in the summer of 2020,
may now have begun. The Min-
istry of External Affairs” readout
of the: Narendra Modi-Xa Jinping
maeting on the sdelines of the
BRICS summit in October kast
vear noted, “The two leaders
alTirmed that stable, predictable
and amicable bidateral relations

_*Mme-p;.llomhllm ‘wronggs of ru;.rf‘ lies lww_nqlhgamﬂ:n_o;n;mmm

Ehat is respectiul of the traditions and fakhs of all Indiars. /-

between India and China, s two
neighbours and the two largest
nations on earth, will hove o pos-
itive impact on regional and
@obal peace and prosperity. It
will also contribute to a multipo-
lor Asia and a multipolar wordd”,
However, whatever China may
agree to during formal summit-
Jevel meetings, i is work ing for,
al least, o bipolar workl order
and ks assiduously seeking a
unipolar Asia in which its power
and influence prevail. And, the
backbone of both these quests
lie not only in its economic sue-
cessand growing military power
but also its undoubled and deep
acvances in the amas of scence
arel high technology,

In 2018, Tim Cook, CEQ of
Apple, had said, “The popular
mnoeption i that companies
mme 1o Ching because of low
Inbour costs. I'm not sure what
part of China they go to, but the
truth ks that China stapped being
the low-lbourcost  country
yearsago. And that isnot the rea-
son 1o come o China from asup-
ply point of view. The reason is
besmuse of the skill, and the
quantity of skill in one location
and the type of skill..." He went
on Lo sy that the products that
were Apple’s requirement need-

Inthe current year
and beyond, Chinas

involvermentin
India’s immediate
neighbourhood will

only increase.

factory of the world. It is now
seeking to reach US and West-
ern Buropean levels in degign
aned innovation in large frontier
technology sectors, including
artificial intelligence (Al),

Till recently, it was commonly
and correctly believed that in AL
the US excelled in ‘technicl
innevation” while Chinese com.
panbes wene aomipetent ot ‘appld-
aition innovation’. There was
genemlly o gap of one or two
years before the application
oocurred. However, the Chinese
are now realising that there is a
Tundlamental cifference between
fechnical  innovation”  and
thereafter applying it. Hence,
Durl-u oormpnnies like

el shvanced woling capable of
working  with  stute-ofthe-at
materal. He added, “That tool-
ingg skillis very deep here, Inthe
US, you could have a meeting of
toling engineers and I'm not
sure we could il the room. In
China, you could fill muliple
fioo thsill Febels. ..

That was over X years ago.
China's drive to develop

Seck have come upy; they
ane s'"w rapidly ahead in tech-
nical innovation’. They do not
wish to be followers anymore,
This will pose o challenge to US
supremacy in Al, which is des-
tined to change the workl, The
US will pose impediments in
China's path, but willit sucoeed?
It is ch Micult to predict how deep
and extensive will be Uhe trans-

of individual I i

human capital in the areas of
frontie r manu fcturing contin:
ues relentlessly. It is, however,
not satisfied with becoming the

intemational power equations,
Rt it is certain that this wall hap-
pen, and that too early:

Where does India stand in all

this and other frontier and
emerging areas of scence and
technology (S&T)? The truth is
that while India's economic
growth has led it to become the
fith lamgest global economy,
there is a wide and perhaps
growing gap in S&T not only
‘with the West but also with Chi-
na. Jawaharlal Netwu was acute
by wware Lhat Buropean domina-
tionofthe workd, beginningwith
the 18th and 19th cenburies that
led toall the hormors of colonial-
lsm In Asia, Africa and South
America, had occwrred beause
of s Industrial Revolution,
Hence, his determination that
India should catch up in S&T.
both in termms of human capital
and industrialisation. In this
contesd, it iz good lo become
wware of the sdvances Incdians
had made in SET in ancient
timeex amd convey that to the
workd, but is that really the path
to becorming a strong and power-
ful country —a genuine pole ina
multipolar worlkd?

The answer is cbvious. All the
digging out of glories from our
ancient past, which was ravaged
by invachers, will mod help us meet
the challenges of today. They
may satisfy emotional urges of
certain sections of the people,
unicl thair long-standing feelings
of but and anguish may be
ucddressed too, but they will not
address the strategic threat that
the country faces from China. In
the cwrent year and beyond,
China's involvement in India’s
immediate neighbouthood will
only increase, Its intrusion in
Trnekin's western nedghbourhood,
substantial for decades, will con-
tinwe. The situation  in
Banglackesh is ripe for its pernd.
clous intervention and it will
Inerease it presence in the Indi-
an Ocean Region.

Insuch clreumstances, it s the
collective will of cohesive people
— sheding  prejudices, not
dwelling on the past but taking
Tnelin forward to become o ke wder
in S&T Innovation and applica-
tions and strong in defence —
that is needed 0 safeguard
Inckin’s interests,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LARIOEE, FIEDAY, JANUARY 2, 1925

Unity or cooperation?
IF the political organisations that hold thelr annual sittings dur-
ing the last wedk m‘l)m:mtn-tcld ot sucoeed at the sessions
dhich s 1 frermE—
ty of the Conygress can be restored, it is with some satisfaction we
wmluwnlul lu-whmlhwallni'mm without exoep-
‘thon, 1o join i deliberations on
n.llm(‘llinnhlehum-wsummn agreement. The Congress, as
might have been expected, set the ball mlling, The Mahatma, who
in his opening nhlr\wu:w()mm‘shulmlml upon uul'budy
Ho plead with the Liberal
Congress, saicl in his conchuding address that whether these par-
ties were able o rejoin the Congress or not, his eamest request o
‘thermn was that they might extend their sympathy mnd support to
‘the Congress in everything that commended tselfto their judg-
ment. To this request, both the Liberal Federation and the Muslim
League, the mw l\m bodies w!wt- pnsuml wm- somewhat
doubtiuli umi pond 'l'hr

] ] THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

One of the greatest perils to an extensive republic is the disregard ofindividual rights. — cavin Coolidge

Theindispensable
domestic helpers

REK Sanoo

hectic. They are almost indizpensable to working
couples and the elderly.

My family has been fortunate to have had very good helpers,
‘The first one I remember is Ram Dhani, who came as a boy
from Bilar to work for my parents Mxrmuwwml him

f

'[)OMBSTIC helpers make our life easier and less

Ty, and he

Thada mmwmmhmhbm hdml:unusril‘l did some:
mischief, he would report it 1o my mother, and she would then
sookl me. Onoe, Ttook revenge by putting alive carthwormin
his mouth while he was sheeping.

As children, we were taught o treat him not asa servant but
a family member When T got married and Usha came as.a bahu
inour home, she touched Ram Dhani's fect.

When Tulsi Ram joined our household, he was my age, We
played cricket for several years. Before he retired, he
brought his son, Dhanji Ram, towork with us, Dhanji is still
wilh us, as sincere and loyal as his father,

Shambshuwrked for our fumily for alon g tirme as well. Alermy
mother's untimely demise, he beaume o caregiver and oompan-
ion for Babagyi and even travelled with him in India and abroad

When we came to Chandigarh in 1960, our first car driver was
Sohan Singh. He kvingly taught driving skills to both my sons.
iﬁ'mduﬁhwﬁrmnnwymmumuﬁmmﬂhwﬂ-
Another fn ver, Ram Si
il 2013, He stopped driving when Ml\inﬁmbc.urru oo

Domiestic helpers are a good example of unity in diversity,
“They come from different parts of India, speak different lan-
wuages, have thelr sam customs and food habits, But bere they
Iive as one family, caring for us and caring fior each other, Cur-
rently. our ‘man Friday is from Uttar Pradesh, Our cook hails
from Odisha. Our maid is from Assam, the driver from
Himachal Pradesh, our most trusted housekeeper is from
Uttarakhand, the washerwoman from Jharkband and the gar-
dener from Bihar All have been udthun for decades.

Likeal ips, s o gy us and our
dmxlkfdmi.lflhrymm‘imwulmduuw Tt for them,

Years back, instead of performing Kanjak Puja during
Novratri, we adopted nine girls of our stafl members, opened
small savings acoounts in thilr names and put money svery
year m'rhlﬂwylaecm adults and could use it wisely, We also

formmer cor
‘with the proposal that perl:lmglh.-n.lllhwmnflwumtilln on
‘which its repoining the Congress “ depenced, there s hould becoop-
eration between different political parties in matters upon which
therews ggreement”, This was, indeed, the policy which the fied-
eration authorsed the Liberl members of the committee of the
All-Purty Conferenceto advocate. The same, in sulbstance, was also
‘the positicn of the presicent of e Muslim League.

ey b f our driverand gardener get nursing train-
ing; both are now well-employed, We take cure of their nesds
and problems — finandal, medical, house repairs, employ-
ment and martiage of their children.
Nevertheless, what we do for them ismi I i

whatthey dofor us. They give the best it of their lives for us
and our children, makin ga sacrifice inmany ways. A big salute
Lo ouiF siper domestic helpers.

LETTERS TO THE

mudnmmmmwmmmmm
his prodisee for survival Brute mrket foroes
ensure that the same product ftches three times
higher prices a8 soon o it is out of the fme’s
hmd;mul kn.m-ummﬂwmwbrm
ving MSP
mﬂmbﬂuul‘!h mcsurm.h-uu ithas 1o
wailch the interests of the consume~ ciss, Striking
i balance cn be the way forwand, Grievanoes of
Burmers relating o hnnmuantmmuw
Hy e, nodoubt. i

redressal. Profesting I‘m ahm.ld ke i

EDITOR

Strictly enforce labour laws

Apropos of ‘Children i peril’; the revelation

about childmen being employed as labourers is
Reaid " T

nerible despite several kavs, They often get sexe
ually abused ot the hands of unsenpulous ele
m-m thwmhymmu:kw

pursue their wuork as
labourers in onder to supplement the family
income. Kids are the future of the country and
st be saved from pers explotation and
crimes. They must be educated to shape ther
carvers, therey focilititing o respectfiil and dig-

oot the e el gpetinr
inorder o Gacilitabe o alogue,
HMS NAGRA, FARIDABAD

m.mmmw

2- the-deadlo

between l".\mn and the Centre has deayed
action on the pending demands. Bandhs, road
ancl ruil bockades have become commaon, and
the hapless puldic has o bear the lrunl. The
solution lies with both sides coming to the nego-
Baking tabke W disouss and find out & conorele
remudy, Policy experts, agriculturml economists
ml|dwmhﬂﬂlhuflfumnlm
el for all. Fy i
of MSE withdrawal ufumagnnli those who
purticipated in protests and the wabver of loans.
Sinoe the agrioulume sector is the backbone of
economic growth as well as fod seourity of the
mation, the govenment should senousy
alchress the demancs ot the carliest in the inter-
et of the nation anc the pulblice

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, R OPAR

Engage in meaningful dialogue
Refer to Looking ahed’; farmers and the gov
anment must Ty to resclve the ses of te
MMNkamwmdnmwm
“The fires 1 el rudl Bock
hchlc.cvmnslmrmmltﬂallmmmull
mymputhy of the pubilic. Presaure tietics oflen
Bath si il ool
hmhruumllu-hnnmhlhemte'wﬂm
of the Supreme Court, Jagjit Singh Dallewal's
st has achieved its purpose. He should endit o
povee e way for a meaningful dislogue
mmum(MJmmu

ndfiedd lfee, The need of the hour s toensume stric

the scounge of exploftation,
AV SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Fiscal discipline is non-negotiable
Refer to “Thme ripe for bold economic reforms’;
thearticheaptly cunchades that “without bokd poli
ches, it will not be possible to rase growth (o the
lesed of B0 per cent”, Livedihoods of people grow
with fscal growth, which can be achieved and
sustained only with consensus acoss the political
spectiim, Saclly what the Centne proposes, some
states dispose due 1o vole bankparty politics.
“This ought not to be the bane of our fsderal strue
ture. For example, the retrograde retum to the
Ot Pension Scheme unclenmines a bold initia-
tive. There has o be an imdolable line drawn
beetweeen welfane and the growing ‘free-this, free.
that’ culture. The real challenge for fiscl disci-
pline to preval is that it hastobe non-negotioble.

LALIT BHARADWA L, PANCHEULA

Govt should reduce imports
The govemment is lacing two interrelated
economic fsmues — the growing importexpont
gap and the falling rupee vis a-vis the US dol-
Lot The mipee is falling every day and the rea-
sons are varied. It has repercussions like mak-
ing imports costlier, resulting in o higher
inflation rate. Students going abroad feel the
real pindh. The government should take nec-
essary steps like increasing exparts, boosting
FDM as well as tourism and reducing imports,
Subsid dwosuale] be granteed b 1, man-
u X s to give o
fillip to exports. The fall in petroleum exports
shoule also be looked into.

NPS SOHAL, CHANDIGARH

ullmlnn{ﬂorhwlnmtuo should ot excoed the 200-word kit

sart by e-mall b L
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production by encourigng
the sdoption of high-vielding

OPED
MSP & pollcy alternatives for a fragjle sector

entaibec an MSP belowwhich
the prices of commodities

the scheme mn be modified
o guearantes furmers & ming

varieties of wheat and rice. It were not allowed to fall even  mum prioe while sving the

is an administered price of in case of abumper copand  government from large-scale

agricultuml produce fooed by aprocurement price atwhich  financial and logistical chal

b the Union Government for its the cereals were domestically  lenges of public procurement.
purchase from furmers forthe procured by public agencies The Indinn state may have

public  distrik systemn for distributionthrough PDS. @ moral, but has no legl,

(PDS) and to ensure that they Such prices were fixed for  authority to squeeze the agri-
Fﬂmﬁm‘ﬁmﬁ"- #et a reasonable margin on paddy up to 1973-74 and for  cultural profits of annadatas
the oost of production. 1t also wheat from 1965 to 1960 and  through price interventions

rotects the farmers against a again in 197475, tomeet the needs of the con

HREE farm laws  distress sale due to a drop in A legally binding MSP  sumers who cannot afford
enacted by Pardis-  output prices during gluts. worked out as per the recom-  two square meals. At present,

ment for improve-
ment in the agn-

However, more than 60 per
cent of Indin’s population

mendations of the Ramesh
Chand Committee coukd be

the MSP has become a
peripheral instrument to ful

culluml marketing  melies primarily on agriculiure announced before the startof il the mandate of procure-
system led to the eruption of  for its Bvelihood despite the the sowing season. L coukdbe  ment of foodgrains for the
farmers” protests in August  sector contributing less than ) (AZ+ FL)+ 25 per cent as  PDS under the National
2020, After prolonged agits- 20 per cent tothe nation’s em- — muanagement and marketing  Food Security Act 2013,
tion, the governmentrepealed  nomie output. Unfortunately, WVITAL: Ataxtical balancs between economic viabilty and farmers’ weifase i needed. TRIusE 010 chages and a procurement A consistent income due to
these laws in November 2021,  the underlying cove issues of price of 15 times C2. Or a  MSPallows the farmers toplan
but the famers have once the agricultural oisis have  ers will still be struggling for Union Government. Accomd-  slightlydiffrentonecouldbe better and maintain. produc
again resumed the protest,  beenpushed under thecarpet  optimum income due to small- ingly, apart from a guaranteed  foced before the start of the  tion without te fear of market
alleging that the govemment  due to the farmers’ protests  gioed and highly fragmented MSF, a comprehensive policy  procurement season, keeping  fluctuations undermining
has fuled to Ml their  Bralegally Ending MSP lancthaldings, increasing pro- to address these concurment  inview the domesticavallabl-  their forts. In his conic Bud:
demands, induding that of a A legally hinding MSP s ductioncosts, lack of demand- oncemsisrequiredtoputthe ity and demand, terms of  getspeschon July 34, 1591 the
guaranteed minimum sup-  necessary tomake farming a  driven production and deplet- agricultural sector back on  trade, intemational prices.ete.  late PM, Manmohan Singh,
portprice MSPy forallcrops. more stable and successful g natural resources, namely thehigh growth path, However, no imports of agri-  had remarked that “markets
Dedining agricultural  business asnoonewallbealle  soil health and water, indud- A new policy alternative cultural commodities below  cn only serve those who are

incomes, rising production
costs and shrink ing employ-
ment  opportunities  have
exacerbated the Indian agn-
cultural crisis, It is impacting

o puchase farm produce
telow this price, and doing so
wodd be punishable by law.
The Standing Committee
of Pardiament on Agriculture,

ing groundwater

Dwsspite s appeal to the
farmers, the guarantesd MSP
may incentivise them to pro-
duce more without paying

may be o provide a region-
specific rather than a pan-
India universal MSP The
oountry should work out its
requirement for cereals, puls-

the MSP should be allowed,
Another policy initiative to
achieve the purpoee of gus-
taining the fragie economy
of the farmers and maccimis-

part of the market system.”
The wmetched peasintry,
which lives on the edges of a
subsistence economy, cannot
be left ai the mercy of the

small and marginal fammers  Animal Husbandry and Food — attention  to  the market s and oilseeds and then pre- ing agricultural production  markets for the sustainability
and agricultural labourers  Prooessing has also recently  demand and may increase pare an agricultuml produe:  without the govemment hav-  of its income, rendering it
disgproportionately, For mil mommended the imple-  the expenditure of the gow tion plan for these quantities  ing to physically scquire the unable toenjoy itarights fora
lionsof farmers, MSPisabea-  mentation of legally binding  emment and divert funds il Ty identifying the ecologically ¢ may be the Price  minimal standard of Eving,
con ofhope, promisingares-  MSP for (o) safeguarding away from oter crucil  INCiashould Work  enign areas for the produe.  Deficency Payment Scheme  health and gty
sonable return on theirtoil farmers' livelihoods, promot-  investments. The purchaseof 11 jis I'l’ll uirement tion of these crops. The legalk  (PDPS). It proposes to com- Thrensure the sustainability
‘The high-level committee  ing rural economic growth, the surplus produce beyond . Iy bindling MSP only foriden-  pensate the farmers for the  and prosperity of agriculiure,
constituted by the Supreme  and enhancin g national food  the need for buffer stocks will forcere: II.‘i. pll]ﬁ('ﬁ tified crops in benign regions  difference between the MSP which is moving towards an
Court of India, while sound-  security; (b) stimulating eco-  lead to its offloading to the and oilseeds and may be implemented; this  and the actual market price.  exological disaster, a tactical
ing an alarm over the coun-  nomic activity in these areas  peneral publicata discount or ) ) will encourage the production In 2017, Madhya Pradesh  Thalance between economic

try's agricultural crisis, has
echoed the sentiments ofthe
protesting fammersin recom-
mending a loan waiver for
farmers and the legal recog-

and benefiting ol busi
nesses and economies: and
e} providing an assured
income to famers to encour-
age them to investin agricul

losses during storage, caus-
ing afinancial loss.

Further, the MSP also got
tied up in the web of vote-
hank politics to garner public

preparea farm
production plan for
these quantities by

identifying the

of required crops as well as
import sulstitution and can
#0 a long way in mmproving
the sustainability of Indian
agriculture, apart from meet-

and Hayana ecperimented
with the FDPSas the Bravan-
tar Bhugtan Yhjana. Under
this, farmers were pakd the dif
ference betowen the

viabality and farmers’ welfare
must be stuck A legally
binding MSE a aucial ele
ment of the agricultural price
policy but no panscea for

nition of MSP to protet tural practices, potentially support during the recent ingt the trade deficit. MSPmonthly modal priceand  resolving the ygrarian dis-
their income. increasing farm produdivity  elections in Madhya Pradesh, |)(-|1jw 1areas for Another option could bethe  the actual sle price, subjectio  tress, isthe minimum the gov-
Historically, the MSP was  and sustainability. Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 2 I introduction of two types of  a maxdmum of 25 percent of  emment shoukd do to keep
introduced  in 196566 1o However the MSPisonlya Thesestates fixed prices high- their ImKhllllU”- administered prices, as was  the MSP fixed for that semson,  the farmers in the business of
achieve increased foodgrain - purt ofthe problemand fanm-  er than the MSP fixed by the adopted 1l the mid-1970s. It Based on their experience,  supplying affordable food.

Navigating Bangladeshs internal strife & external pressures

G PARTHASARATHY
CHANCELLOR, JAMMU CENTRAL
UNIVERSITY & EXHIGH

Gramesn Bank were awanded Bangladesh is the largest  his recent visit to Kuwait.
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, development partner of India Looking back, it was the
for their work 0 “create om- today: New Delhi hasprovided  budding Nocon-Mao-General

nu’nl:nmisunlidn:bpmenl
from beow” Established in
1983, the bank's ohjective has
e to grant poor pecple small
leans on easy temms, also
Tenemwm s “mico-credit'.

Sheikh Hasina, now Ivingin
excibe in India, has seen her

it three lines oferedit, amount-
ing to $8 balbon, for the mod-
emisation and development
of such sectors as shipping,
ports, roads and ralvays.
China and Pakistan are, by
all accounts, determined to
curb and limit India's influ-

Yahya Khan alliance of the
US, Pukistan and China in
1971 that led toa virtual geno-
dide in Bangladesh and the
Benw of an estimated 10millon
mefugees from the then East
Pukistan into India. It was
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who

COMMISSIONERTO FRKISTAN g1 gnlehy Mujibur Fah- ence actoss the Indian  led the fresdom struggle of
man killed ina bloody military Ocean, through which ol  Bangladesh. One also recalls

ESPITE facing  coup in 19%. He had led his supplies flow from the Strait  that the then Prime Minister

a strange and  people 1o freedom and demo- of Hommuz to the Strait of  Indim Gandhi had no interest

virtual US-Chi- et rule in 1971 Boththe US Malseca and beyond. in keeping the Indian forces

na allance dur- @l China appearto huve had & Az the Tump administrs  deployved  indefinitely  in

ing its birth in  distrust and dislike for Sheikh tion asmmes charge, India  Bangladesh. She was, howev-

1871, Bangladesh has had a
record of rapid economic
growth in recent years. Also,

WMujib and his daughter.
Hasina, wio was naturally
friendly to India, had faced the

INTERESTING: Hasina's ouster from Banglades h evidently has the backing of both the US and China. &

omy, economie gowth and

that both China and the US

must hold a comprehensive
dialogue with the US and oth-
er likeminded countries

ex, shocked at the brutal assas-
sinationof Sheilch Mujib.
Things have moved on sig

notwithstanding the uncer- nonetoo-fiendly feelings dis-  seculanism, She has also not appearto share identical views  acrossthe Indo-Pacific region.  nificantly sincethen, but India
tainties and frequent natural  played by the then blossom-  forgotten India’s role in the on the appaintment of Yunus  This & needed to msure the  would need to obtain US sup
disasters since its ndepend-  ing anti-Soviet alkance of the  Bberation of her country from asher successor [t needs tobe  seourity of its sealines of comy  part W contain a possible Chi-
ence in 1971, it has witnessed  US and China. She was suc Pakistani mil itary excesses. ‘borne in mind that Yonus has ~ munication. India is, men-  nese thrust into Bangladesh.
a mbust emnomic growth  ceeded ly acactly Bangladesh is now lwing a high political ambitions. while, developing its maritime  China has recently strength-
and poverty reduction. Oneof  fendlyto India. Things how-  situation where the US There is no doubt that a capalilities in weapons sy ened acoess tothe Bay of Bene
theworld'spoorestnationsat  ever, changed with time. If  backed Yunus has become a wncerted effort has been  tems, mnging from airoraft gl at the Kyaukphyu deep sea
birth, it reached the lower  Sheikh Mujib faced US and ke player in the country's  \While India should — made, including by the US  carriers and warships to mis-  port in Myanmar

midedle income status in 2015,
In the meantime, its former

Chinese hostility in the 1970,
his daughter and successor

leadership. It is nos secret that
Yunus has strong pro-Amers

not get involved in

and China, to discredit Hasi-
na. This effort ignores the

sle power This enables it to
cooperale with the US, Japan

While Incia should not get
involved in the internal affairs

07

PMShekhHuinahasrecent-  appearstobe focing asimilir  can leanings, which have  the internal affairs of  economie  progress  that  and other like-minded coun-  of Banglacksh, it shoukd con-
Iy sought refuge in India after  stuation today. Today, the US  helped in him being appoint- » Bangladesh achieved in the  tries, asalso most impotantly,  tinue to provide Hasing agy-
beingtiveatenedwithamestty  and China are not exactlythe  ed head of the Banghdesh Bangladesl, it years when Hasina headed  countriesinthe Fersan Gulf.  um. 1t should work wiih the
the local “authorities”, heacledd  Lestof friends astheywerein  povernament recently, should continue o~ thegovernment Moreoverit  Insecurity and instibilty US and others to see that
by an interim administmtion  the eardy 1970s. Interestingly, Hasina's . 2 A is for the people of acoss this megion @n have Bangladesh strengthens its
led by a US-educated agricul- Despite focing a USChina  ouster evidently has the back- pl'(l\'l(ll' Hasina Bangladesh, and not foreign  serious implications for gobal — democratic instiutions  and
turist and Nobel Prize recipi-  opposition, Hasina has had a  ing not only the Biden admin- 'l‘i'\'llllll powers, toboth determine its  enengysupplies. PrimeMinis-  holds free and fair elections in
ent, Muhammad Yanus trock recordoflcommitment o istration but also s rival Chi- - 2 leadership or underminean  ter Norendra Modi's interest  which Hisina and her party
Yunus and the Bangladesh her country’s strategic autorn-  na. What is also inferesting is = elected government. in this region is evident from  men are also feeto prticpale,
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THENEW YEAR

After 2024 leap, the landing year

Compared to the eventful last 12 months, 2025 will be a period of relative lull, with a fairly modest sporting calendar. Legends Virat and Rohit could finally walk
into the sunset, leaving behind a void and battles of succession. Hockey and chess hold great promise. And do keep an eye out for Neeraj and Lakshya as well

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

LOOKING AT

2025

ITWOULD seem that the sporting scripts for
2024 were penned by a suspense writerwith
a sadistic streak, At virtually every major
sporting event in the year just gone by, false
clues were followed by unexpected twists
and turns,

Nothing quite happened as it was sup-
posed to be — and punters lost money, pun-
dits their faces, and fans their fingernails. It
was not easy following sport in 2024,

It was a leap year where the heart kept
leaping up into the mouth, Joy and heart-
break, the two emotions that define sport,
were like sy muggers in dark alkeys, trained
tocatch thedr victims off-guard,

‘What could have prepared India for thar
dreadful morning of August 13 during the
Paris Olymipics? Just the night before, Vinesh

1CC Trophy, and Dhoni hit a few sl.gnatun:

after the Australia tour and are out of the

Fhogat had taJu:n out a GOAT wrestler, and  slog-over sies. T1 [ iy
what dwas the ityofwriting  soothsayers wrong.
the last page of her Fairytale,

And then the weighing scale showed that EER

shewas 100 grams overweight. Shewas mer-
cilessly pushed out of the competition and
thrmem into adark pit of depression. A shell-
shocked India didn't know how to react.

Arthe same Olympics, the world thought
Neeraj Chopra's competition would be the
Jjavelin throwers from Europe. Little did they
lmowy that a Jat bay from Mian Chanmu, avil-
lage in Pakistan's Punjab, would hurl the
javelinwith the nonchalance of a father lob-
hing a ball tohis child at a park. and come up
with a 90-plus throw to win gold.

Like the agony, the ecstasy too, arrived
unannounced,

At the T20 World Cup final, all seemed
lost for India — that old ICC event jinx seemed
to hawe struck again. South Africa, mean-
while, had all but shed their choker tag. But
Hardik Panidya bowled his redemption over,
and Suryakumar Yadav took a catch thatwill
alwarys be his calling card. Unimaginable, un-
predictable, unbelievable — commentators
had run ouwt of the ‘un’ words.

2024 was also said to be about super ath-
letes calling it a day but those grand farewells
seemed o have been ned. The aging
legends Movak Djokovic, M S Dhoni, Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma — none of them spoke
about retirement, fully or partly, Djokovic got
anOlympic medal, Kohli and Rohit lifted the

Being Fully aware of the risk that comes
with making sporting predictions and get-
ting them horribly wrong, but remaining true
to the tradition of dispensing year-ending/
beginning prophecies, here's how sportsand
sporting careers are likely to unfold in 2025,

Compared to the eventful last 12 months,
2025 will be a period of relative sporting lull
Aftertheleap, thisisthe landingyear. 2024 had
the Olympics, Eurofoothall, World Champion-
ship chess, and the T20 Warld Cup. The frugal
tournament list for the next 12 months can't
match last year's magnitude orscale.

CRICKET: Of course, in February, there is
cricket's Champions Trophy, a toumament
thatwas tobe fully hosted by F be-

Warld Test C| Tip, the Ch
Traphy could be where they will be expected
tosay their last goodbyes.

Retired from T201s, struggling in Tests, the
0D Wiarld Cupin 2037 — Virat and Rohit have
been running out of reasons to keep tuming
up for India games and dielay the transition.

These likely departures this year will be
followed by a succession drama Who will be
India’s Test captain? The BCCI, the selectors,
thl: coach, and Indian cricket's other influen-

ices — their sayin suchi
ters never defined or made known to the
world — will take this all-impartant call.

Since these Test captaincy aspirants will
be in leading roles for the franchise teams,
the IPLwill be watched with interest.

But does the handling of your team's re-
sources in T20 cricket provide any clue about
your Test leadership credentials? Inlndia, it
does. I Gaut: ir got the jobof India

Emat-

cause of india's refusal to cross the borderwill
now have some games in Dubai, Pakistan is
offended with the change, and in case the fi-
nal too moves to Dubai — the understanding
is in case India reach the title clash, it will —
the least popular format will lnse more fans.

WVIRAT, ROHIT, AND? The big hope for
thelong neglected S0-over ICC toumey to hit
the i could liewith b be-

coach within days of him taking KKR to the
IPLtitle, the criteria coubdn't be oo different
whenit comes to picking a captain,

Rishabh Pant, Shubman Gill, and KL
Rahul wouldn't do their Test captaincy
chances any harm by winning the 1PL,
though Bumrah could also be in contention
following his showing as captainin the Perth
Test i Jer.

wond the action on the field.

IfIndia's two aging greats, Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma, both in their late 305 and also
an their last legs, don't hang up their boots

HOCKEY: Indian hockey will also be
watching its own franchise format touna-
ment, the Hockey India League, for intema-
tional gains. Although there have been two

short-lived attempts earlier, 2025 encour-
agesustosay that this is an idea whose tme
has come now.

The Paris Odympics showed that Indian
hockey has finally hit consistency. A second
successive bronze at the Summer Games
means India has the resources and the sys-

tem to produce quality players. The spime of

the teamis young, and on the fringe are sev-
eral 20-somethings with promise.

The HILwill bring foreign coaches, inter-
naticnal stars, and new ideas, They would
have money and also fame — Indian hockey
has never had it 5o good since its run of gold
medals.

(CHESS: Chess o, is in the same happy
space, if not better. If the vear gone by was
about India dominating the classical format
with D Gukesh, 2025 will see "Vishy Anand's
children™ flexing thedr blitz and rapid musdes.

SuchisIndia’s talentin every format that
wherever chess is played, Indians will be
among the favourites, B Praggnanandhaa

! |
Iuseration: Swwajit Dey
and Birmingham is where the Paris score can
be righted.

Satwile-Chirag too will be keen to take a
crackat the Al England, thoughit might not be
theultimate priority. PV Sindhu has slid down
the rankings over the past few years, but the
only tith missing from her collection — and
theone that matters — is the All England.

There will be plenty of curiosity over
which of the young women's singles brigade
steps upthis year — there is added spice with
Sindhu having declared in Lucknow recently
that she has no plans to make life easy forany
Indian woman trying to defeat her.

MNEERAJ, VINESH: In athletics, Meeraj
Chopra will return to his gobd-medal venue,
Tr.lk:,n. for the 2025 World Championships
im Scptcmbcr

Ofyrmpic Nardeerm has left Meeraj
with novchoioe bast bo crank up his distance to
90-plus metres, and with a new coach in Jan
Zelezmy, making up for the lost Olympic gold
and crossing that barrier will be his priority.

and Arjun Erigaisi will oo
' Divya Deshmukh and Vantika Agrawal
— bothindividuwal gold medallists for Indiaat
the Chess Olympiad — also have the talent to
be household names in 2025,
BADMINTOMN: Chess threatens to take
the place that badminton had in the Indian
sporting La 3
Denied amedal at the highest stage, there
wouldn't be another shuttler as driven as
Lakshya Sen to make a point at All England.
Only awin can cure such disappointments,

There'sal Vinesh
Phogat. Having won the Haryana Assembly
election, she is Ekely to hit the gym and head
fior the mat in the moniths ahead.

[f 2024 was about the hig battles, 2025
could be mostly about war veterans retiring
and war-room planning.

Sandeep Dwivedi is Sports Editar,
The Indian Express
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SCIENTISTS DISCOVER ‘ULTRABLACK'
BRAZILIANVELVET ANT:STUDY

THEFRAT thing tounderstand about vel-

wvet ants is that they are not, in fact, ants,

They'ne wasps, named in part for their

Auffy exteriors. One species of velvet ant,

Foamd across the tropical savanna and dry

shrubdesertin Brazil, is known for its dis-

tinct black-and-white markings,
Ateam of scientists led by Vinicius

Lopez, an entomologist at the

Federal  University of

Tringulo Mineine in Brazil, re-

cently found that the black

parts on female velvet ants

were actually ultrablack —so

animal kingdom. In organisms that have
it, it helps them hide from predators, reg-
ulate body temperature or even attract
mates, as the contrast against brighter
colors can be visually enticing.

Lopez's team was trying to uncover
different mechanisms for colour produc-
tiom i insects when it realised the velvet

ant was unigue. Under a
dense layer of hair the insects
had an intricate arrangement
of thin, stacked platelets that
resembled the pages of a
boak, This, the researchers

matte that they absorbed PAPER believe, is key to producing
nearlyall visible Bght, The dis- the matte, ultrablack colour,
covery, published in the CLIP Inadition tovisibile light,
Beilstein fournal of Nano- the ultrablack markings on
:e\:ﬁnufﬂgy]asxmﬂ\mhrs NEW RE: RCH female velvet ants also ab-
this species [Tr . — sorb nearly all ultraviolet

Bifurca) the first known insect

among Hymenoptera — the growp of ani-
mals comprising bees, wasps and ants —
todisplay such a striking shade.

Innature, some blacks are blacker than
others, There's your run-of-the-mill hlack,
which is caused by the presence of
mielanin anid displays some sheen, like the
featherson acrow. Then there's ultrablack,
sometimes called superblack, a shade
an:hlcw:d by rrul:mﬁrn.lctun:s that swal-

light. That could be a helpful
defense mechanism against predators
that can see wave lengths not visible to
humans, the scientists said,

Butit's not clear that welvet ants actu-
ally need the ultrablack pigment forcam-
ouflage. Prior work has shown that pred-
ators tend to avoid velvet ants because of
their hard exoskeletons, their painful
stings and the screeches they let out
when in danger. It's alse a mystery why

T E e .
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The story of Binodini Dasi, after whom Star
Theatre in Kolkata has now been named

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 1

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Mamata
Eanerj that iconic
Star Theatre would be renamed Binodini
Mancha —adecision that has been hailed as
the "correction of a 141-year-old wrong™
committed against Bm.cdml Dasi, or Mati
) Binod
Who was Binodini, and what was er
connection with Star Theatre?

Promise and betrayal
Bomin 1863, Binodini was one of the first
women on the stage in Bengal, She found

reat actor, but st with
the stigma of her birth ina red Eght district,
and of being a public performer.

When the Star Theatre was being bailt,
Gururmukh Ry, a young Marwari business-
man, promised tofund it if Binodini agreed
tohe his mistress. Shewas persuaded todo
s0,with the promise that the theatre would
be named “E. Theatre" in her honour,

Baut when the theatre came up in 1883
(ata location different from the present one
inHatibagan, North Kolkata |, it was named
Star Theatre. Many believe it was this be-

Facade of the theatre now known as
Binodini Mancha, wikimedia Commuons

“Even though it has taken more than a
cemtury to right this injustice, | am thrilled
to learn of the decision to finally name Star
Theatre after Binodini. It speaks volumes
about the acceptance of a woman's worth
and work without judging her on the ba-
sis of caste.” theatre director
Amal Allana, who directed
the play Nati Binodind in 2006,
told The Indian Express.

She rode a new wave

trayal that inodini toquit acting
at the height of her popularity.
Caste and patriarchy

After stepping off the stage, Binodini
ook grl:atl:rcnniml over hl:rsbm'y In her

Bimodini was born into a poor Bamilyin
aneighb Tived,
They tookin a towaif, Ganga Bai, as a lodger,
who taught the child Binodini to sing, and
introduced her to theatre.

This was a time when the stage was
Dmmru;almm(almm( Kn]kata].wﬂ\pru—

Aamar Kntha, in
1913, she wrote in detail about the chal-
lenges of caste, class, and patriarchy that
she faced in her life,

tions that by
European-style plays, While thu female
parts had been traditionally played by men,
theatre owners and directors were now

willing to cast women as well. But since

women from respectable Bengali families

would not perform in public, most female
rtistes Tusited fit

Binodini first went on stage when she
was 12 and her talent was quickly recog-
mnised. Shewas promoted by Girish Ghosh,
oneof the bestwriters and managers of the
theatre scene in Bengal, and she soon be-
came a sucoessful actor,

But fame did not change some things.
“Binodini's life saw heady highs and lows.
While she was hailed for her talent, the class
and caste-ridden society also castigated the
*palluted” woman donning the garb of either
devior Brahmin royalty onstage,” Allana said.

The *public woman'

In her paper *Public Women': Early
Actresses nf the Bnngall Stage: Role and
Reality' ‘entre Quarterly,

house was to be called the Star Theatre. It
‘wias fielt that naming it after her would run
counter i public opinion and might even
invite a boycott,” Bhattacharya wrote,

In 1884, Ramakrishna Paramahansa
‘camw towatch a play, and praised her per-
formance. “If Binodini is well known
r:noug]l mbn EI(L‘d asone of Ca]cutta 5

|ssmnmhawredmmud,'ra|9cdhrrscﬂby
virtue of her encounter with Sri
Ramakrishna,” Bhattacharya wrote.

Her book, a record
In the preface to her autobiography,
Binodini said she had chosen to put pen to
paper as there was no one she could con-
fide in, no kin or companion to share her
jpain with, because "the world sees me as.
asinner — a fallen woman”. Aamar Katha
sy offers a historical record of a world that

Vol. 17), Rimli Bhattacharya noted the
unique position that theatre actresses oc-
cupied in late 19th century
Calcutta society — "public
women” who were distinct
from both “respectable
women"” who were confined
to their homes, and the walled-off sex
workers whom men visited in secret,

Eventhe mml\o\.i\owantcdmtaloelhm
acti — fiering sta-
bility and a shot at some version of ghar
sansar — often insisted on their quitting
theatre as a precondition.

Star Theatre depended on Binodini's
“star power’” to attract both the initial invest-
mentand eventual revenues, but it could not
benamed after her. “She leamt only after the
formal registration that the new theatre

existed in the shadows, which women like
Binodini inhabited.

“That Binodini was a fantastic actor is
miwm from neswspaper Mwsdhm'plays

herin

books and journals, But her autobicgraphy
is valuable also for what she says about oth-
ers, [tis a great documentation of the envi-
ronment the earliest women acte
inBengal encountered,” Deepro Majumder,
a theatre practitioner and assistant profes-
sorat Kandi Raj College in Murshidahad, saic

Allana said: "Aemar Katha is notonly a
riveting acocount of a woman artist's long
journey towards acceptance by bradrlok
society, but also a dooument of how a tra-
ditional people falteringly transit towards
anew colonial world, coming to terms with
its pressures,”
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLYES US ALL

SORRY ISN’T ENOUGH

Manipur CM's admission of regret for violence on his watch is
overdue and welcome, But he is part of the problem
HIS ENTIRE YEAR has been very unfortunate, | feel regret and | want to say

sorry to the people of the state forwhat's happening till teday since last May
3."0n the eve of 2025, Mampul Chief Mindister N Biren Singh's admission of

I his watch in th ©55 COn-
ference inl is that rare — ana | due — thing in poditics and government: An
effiort at hanesty, a stab at infrospecti d ity Unfortunately. it has come far

‘too late, It is prompred, possibly, by political exigency and the growing crescendo of
protests not just from the strife-bom peopbe but his own legislators and coalition part-
ners. Allies of the NDA, from thee Mizo Mational Front to the National People's Party, have
«called for achange of guard in by
curbing the viok that

f the government 1t failure in
ince May 2023, Singh's proximity to
ch as the Arambai Tengzol, oo, has drawn increasing scrutiny,
with a section of his MLAs j ]CIHI!\]{ tlm d\on.u against him,
Motabily, Singh's aclmi rrare acknowledgement
of the turmoil in Manipur, this time froms the Centre, that has maintained a studied dis-
‘tance fromthe crisis, with Prime Minister Marend ra Modi notvisiting the state even once
‘throgh this period. Inits eport December 30, the Ministry of Home
Affairs has attributed the rise in insurgency in the Mortheast to the 20-month-long eth-
nic strifie in Manipur: "The State accounted for about 77 per cent of the total violent inci-
demts in NER [ Morth-East Region|) in 2023 (Manipur: 187, entire WEL 243 ). This story of
escalation is a reflection of the many ways in which Manipur has been failed by govern-
ments at the Cnmm.andm the state, its ethnic vulnerabilities stoked by a lack of devel-
ipandan deafi on framing it asan in-
sider-outsider issue, to be tamed by force rather than dialogue,

And yet, through the course of his own political rise, first with the Democratic
Revolutionary Peoples Party, and then with the Congress, and finally with the BJP since
2016, if th ited frowm, itwas his ability to have an ear to the
ground and toli: d. In his earlier terms, Singh, a Meitei, wasem-
Ibraced by both Nagas and Kuki-Zoms, With flagship numal:h pn:lgrammes suchas*Go
To Hills" aimed at i ing the hill tribes into his ds | vishon, e was seen
a5 the people’s chief minister who could repair the fragile bonds between communi-
ties, The fact that that tie has frayed, and that the Lok Sabha elections saw the BJP lose
b thee Congress in thee state should have been enough of a signal for the CM o course oor-
rect, Now, with the trust deficit wids the work of reparation, o, st ur-
pently be taken forward.

hing that Si

IN GOOD HEAILTH

Banks' bad loans continue to fall. But signs of stress in the
unsecured and small loans segment require close monitoring
HE INDIAN BANKING system continues to record improwement acrss sev-
eral parameters, As per the RBI's latest Financial Stability Report, bad loans of
banks have fallen to a 12-year low of 2.6 per cent in September 2024, This
improvement in asset quality is being observed across all sectors, Banks have
d a healthy increase in their ility. Thedr proviskon coverage ratios are
high and their capital position is healthy, The stress tests carried out by the RBI also sug-
gestthat even if the macroeconomic ervironment takes a tum for the worse, bankes would
remain well capitalised, with only four banks falling short of the minimuem capital re-
quirement in one adverse soenario.

There are, however, aneas of concern, Particularly troubling are the signs of stress in
the unsecured retail loan book with the data showing a steep increase in write-offs in
this scgmﬂnt As per the central bank, this “could be partly masking worsening asset qual-
ity and dilution i iting stanclareds." b of the new bad
lzans in the retail segment have, in fact, come from “slippages in the unsecured loan
book." Signs of stress are also evident in the micro-finance sectorwhich tends to cater to
liwwy income The shari Inans has inc and “impairment re-
mained high” among borrowers with multiple lnans, Equally worrying is that the share
of borrowers who have taken laans from four ormone lenders has increased, indicating
growing indebtedness inthis segment, Within consumer credit, the report also finds that
of the barrowers witha personal loan of under Rs 50,000, 11 per cent were overdue, while
B0 per cent "had availed more than three loans" in the ongoing financial year — further
pointing towards growing household |everage and stress in repayment, There are other
indications of this as well As per a report in this paper, gold lban NPAs surged by 30 per
cent to Rs 6,696 crore as of June 2024 From Rs 5,149 three months before,

Large borr o Over the last fe , bad boans among the
hanks' large borrowwers have steadily declined — from 4.5 per cent in March 2023 w 24
percent i 24, Howewer, b ipalari is omer-
due between 31 and 90 days rose sequentially in (hL‘ Sepmmbel quarter, At the end of
September 2024, the al ar1ﬁ"4Bb|II)on
These areas of possible ilit | pockets of stress .

MELBOURNE MELTDOWN

Gautam Gambhir ticked off his team, But there is more to this
story than a coach cracking the whip after a defeat

MOW'S HEAD COACH Gautam Gambhir by hi s

1and gave the play mouthful. Hcmnmdthmnfmpm-

oussions — ifthey don't perform, he would net hesitate from taking extreme meas-

ures, irrespective of reputation or other indications of promise. Even the calmest

are not immune to a flare of temper in stormy times, The legendary Manchester Uniged

«woach Alex Ferguson once accidentally kicked a boot in the direction of his team's star,

David Beckham, Liverpool's ex-manager Gérard Houllier gave adressing down so sevene
‘that he was taken to hospital with a suspected heart attack.

Bur there is more to the story of a coach cracking the whip after a loss. This Indian
‘team is wading through a classic transitional tumult, The old hands Virat Kohli, Rohic
Sharma and Ravindra Jadeja ing: K Ashwvin has retired in the middle of the series,
Mohammed Shami is injury-riddled, the new wave of Nitish Kumar Reddy, Dhruw Jurel
and Harshit Rana is still to settle in, Some are busy harbouring captaincy ambitions and
withers exude a sense of exagperated self-importance, M ing this sld be the
hardest task yet in Gambhir's cricheti — tonsgher than forging fusl career
in the most competitive era for Indian batsmen,

Gambhir's responsibilities are marry, The immediate focus would be on winning the
Sydney Test and retaining the BGT, But given that planning behind the scenes will take
i inresulis, perh. is successorwould reap the benefitsof hislabour, He has

I o players, be both hetic and assertive. He needsto b he same
wavelength and frequency as his support staff, the selectors, the board and his own play-
ers, ['s a tightrope, butone that he has io balance on. Whether and how he does sowill help
wrring 3 Fascinatine chanter in the history of |ncian coicket as well as in his owmn recond.
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WorbLy WISE
NEVER RUIN AN APOLOGY WITH AN EXCUSE,
— BENIAMIN FRANKLIN

Gurugram, London Bridge

The current era of mass aspirations that defines
Indian life is different from what has gone before

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

MY MOST ENDURING memory of 2024 is
likely to be of a villager from Gurugram — a
previously impoverished man of the Gujjar
caste who is a recent land-sale millionaire —
standing under the shadows of London
Bricige. In the photo that | have, he is wearing
a pair of fashionably ripped jeans, hands
folded across his chest in a gesture of confi-
dence dnt :nnmakan extraordinary joumey

thebottomol
the rural caste hierarchy to global traveler. |
have known him over the past 10 years of
fieldwork in southern Haryana where, along
with clods of earth thrown up by constrc-
tionmachinery, his fortunes have also ierned,

As we begin 2025, the phn!o of a
Gurugrm wvillager shndmg wunder an iconic

— just hainhe
intends to complete — is a sign of the new
waorkds of being, buying and believing that
Jjust over a quarter century of economic and
cultural change has produced. [tis a world of
aspirations significantly made through pol-
icy-actions of the recently departed
Manmohan Singh and successfully re-de-
fined for its own purposes by the BJF and its
alliance partners. And, just as importantly, it
s also a chronicle of the making of an Indian
type that has no precedence, We had better
underst Iviewof the m d
the bridge in ripped jeans ifwe are o oome to
grips with what the times portend. For, his
demeanour is that of somecne who has, ac-
iusally, upended ways of thinking about rmod-
em lifeitself,

My 55-year-old visitor began life as a
hand-to-mouth dairy farmer, progressing to
Eecoming a micdle man for major real-es-
tate companies, who was trusted by villagers
o deal with "outsiders™ in the sale of their
land. His hiography forms an integral part of
ithe story of the making of a new [ndian type:
He is part of a very significant section of the
Indian population whose lives make it im-
possible to think through the binaries of
“madern” and “pre-modern”, Why should
we bother with this seemingly arcane dis-
tinction? Because it lies at the heart of the
India that has come to life over the past quar-
ter century and defines a range of cultural,
social and (especially) political outcomes in
the republic,

The crux of the re-
enchantment lies — unlike
the Weberan understanding
of modernity — in what the
anthropologist Arjun
Ap}ur.iurnl correctly
identified as “the l..'Lp.zl:Jty [tH]
{.ltt.“lLH of
aspiration now produce
world views that are
impossible to comprehend
through uni-linear ways of
understanding the new
formations of Indian
culture; We do not move
from more to less magic.
Rather, the new cultures of
aspirations — now spread
across all strata of society,
rather than limited toa
privileged minority — have
se toan imagination
ribes success to the
power of magic and the
divine. Ina society with such
great barriers to economic
and social mobility, a

miagical modernil
such a strange thing.

We live inan age where the world hasnot
bmomu a“disenchanted™ place, to irmvoke a

I
hmanylnsum aomﬂxnananalh.gal ad-

e famous by th sociol-
uglstl'\c'lm: ‘Weber( 1864-1920), through ade-
cline of belief in magic and religion. Rather,
as my Gurugram visitor's life-story tells us,
maslrn lifie has itself become magical and,
hence, re-enchanted inways that Weber may
not have predicted. The crux of the re-en-
chantment lies — unlike the Weberian un-

chicanery has had
debilitating consequences for small-scale
landhodders who have found themselves in
the maelstrom of new land markets,
However, those whaowned bits and pieces of
land — unsuitable for farming but large
cnnugh For cnm:mn:lal building or a gated

h ck gold,

derstanding of modernity — in what the an-
thropologist Arjun Appadurai correctly
identified as “the capacity to aspire”,
Strategies of aspiration now produce world
wiews that are impossible to comprehend
through uni-linear ways of understanding
the new formations of Indian culture: Wedo
notmove from more boless magic. Rather, the
new cultures of aspirations — now spread
acnoss all strata of society, rather than limited
toa privileged minority — have given rise to
an imagination that ascribes success to the
posver of magic and the divine, In a society
withsuch great ha.lmrs lnm:nnnmlcandsn—
cial mability,a ch
astrange thing.

"I think to mysell”, my Gurugram visitor
had once noted, “that | was a peasant with
such a small land holding that | could not
make a living throagh farming”, And that *1
had no choice but to earn my livelihood by
delivering milk door to door on a bicycle. ..
and it is god's grace that new my relationships
are with such significant people in my bi-
radari (fraternity) as well as the outside

A community banished to the fringes of
rural life is reowy at the centre of national and
global level financial processes, God, how-
ever, has had liethe to do with it and leaming
hardheaded ways of dealing with adminis-

P ———, i prs.
rate shyness is at the heart of the rise of the
global peasant, (to use my visitor's self-de-
scription ) He — men malee greater headway
than waomen — stands with poise against the
Backdrop of London Bridge, hav
the ways of the world, But the new Indian
type — ofwhich the glohal peasant is a repre-

that interprets the world through the lan-
guage of aspirations.
Aspirations constitute the politics of our

human rights, anti-caste movements, land
rights, etc -- are rarely imagined as part of the
lives of those who are thought to be theirkey
beneficiaries, The current era of mass aspira-
tions is quite different from an earlier one that
defined Indian life; Traditional nationalism,
The latter produced )dms of community [ife
through playi Findivid-

wold”, Thy inary conditi
nvaunnMdnmmlmtlmtha{hls:nmmu—
nity had endured — ol as a “criminal

tribe” under colonialism, driven o rocky and
un-cultivable lands and stigmatised by
“higher” castes — makesits curnent affleence
seem miraculous indeed.

However, the * m:radl."' orwes litthe o di-
wineir d isentirely
gies that are this-worldly, The men of my vis-
or'scommunity have achieved their current
level of affluence through learning the tricks
of modemity, Land dealings are avery tricky
matter, especiallywhen a relatively disadvan-
raged community must deal with the puiles
of large real estate companies and self-serv-
g government machinery, Further, there are

ualised aspirations, The curnent shift to a ime
of aspirational individualism is, on the other
hand, defined by the idea of the cut-piece;
Gods come together with land markets,
global financial and bureavcratic and statist
processes and worldliness is enchanted with
the mysteries of the divine hand,
Enchantment as a feature of our times is im-
portant to understand. It derives from the
maost fundarmental politics of our time, that
of aspirations, and the latter itself has multi-
phe political uses. Happy new times!

The writer is British Academy Globm!
Professor, Department of Antfropalogy and
Sociolagy S0AS, University of London
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ENERGY CHURN AHEAD

Higher costs could lead to consolidation in city gas distribution

R!\K]:.‘-:H K SJM.H AND SUDIP SURAL

HICHER GAS COSTS will bead to Easter con-
solidation in the city gas distribution {CGD)
sector, The sector is facing headwinds from a
sharp cutin the allocation of gas supplied un-
der the administered price mechanism
[M‘M] for the pnonry SeCtors — dnmesll:

matural gas (CNG). Thc )\.IJ’M gas allocation
fior these segments has reduced from 72 per
centin the second guarter of the financial
wear o 44 per cent effective from Movernber
16, This will compe| players to rely on higher-
cost alt s such as high-p
sure high temperature (HPHT) gas or im-
ported regasified liquified natural gas
[RLMG), which costs one-and-a-half and two
rimies respectively of the APM gas costs,
The higher share of HPHT and RLNG will
likely increase the gas costs of players in the
priority segment by around Rs 5.0 per stan-
dard cubic metre (scm) or Rs 7 per kg,
Considering that D-PNG and CHG segments
account for two-thirds of the sector's vol-
umes, this wl]l significantly impact the over-
ity of players Withi A con.
tracted RLNG, new well gas and part of the
HPHT gas {subject to a cap) being linked to
crude prices, the curment benign crude prices
of §70-75 per barrel will cnly marginally off-
set the impact of kswer APM allocation,
This increase in gas costs has come ata
timewhen CNG s facing tough competition
from diesed in the medium and heawvy com-

CMG s facing tough
commpietition from diesel in
the medivm and heavy
commercial vehicles and
light commercial vehicle
segments. With benign
crude prices that may pan
out in the backdrop of
Danald Trump's expected
pro-drilling policies in the
TS, theres a distinet
hi]ityuf:l pricecut in
cliesel, This
narrow CNG
cven further.

™

mercial vehicles and light commercial vehi-
che segments. The superior cost competitive-
ness of CNG vis-a-wis diesel has been steadily
declining over the last several quarters, With
benign crude prices that may pan out in the
backdrmop of Donald Trump's expected pro-
drilling policies in the LS, there's a distinct
possibility of a price cut in diesel. This may
narrow CNG's advantage even further,

On the three-wheeler front that accounts
for ome-third of CNG consum ption, new reg-
istrations for CNG wehicles have already flat-
tened, Buses whichaccount for 7 per cent of
CNG volumes will experience faster electric
adoption given the PM e-Bus seva scheme in
several citbes, All this is bei i in

profitability as it is extremely price sensi-
tivie, CHG consumption by this segment had
dedined by 25 per cent in 2022-23 due to
an increase in gas prices driven by higher
RLNG prices as competing fuels like
propane gained in competitiveness,

As margins tighten, larger OGD players
who have already incurred the majority cap-
ital expenditure on network and CNG pump
infrastructure and with an ability wcontract
HPFHT and RLNG at competitive rates are
mare likely to endure challenging times. A
stronger balance sheet will also definitely
help endure this transition, On the other
hand, smaller entities which do not have

aCNG vilume growth shwing to 11 per cent
in the first half of this and kst year,
Given the above factors, CGD ¢

strong p i spat il [

ing substantial capital expenditure, will
struggle, There are 11 areas which do not
clwill be prime can-

may be able to pass on the increase in gas
costs only pantly without impacting velumes
significantly. To make up for the shortfall in
APM gas, players will eventually replace the
immediate procurement with HPHT gas or
new well gas. Assuming only half of the gas
cost increase is passed on to consumers,
earnings (EBITDA) of the CNG segment are
expected to reduce, This may wipe off Rs
2300 crore from the profies of the CGD sec-
tor et financial year,

The commiercial and industrial segment
that accounts fior one-third of CGD sector
wolumes is unlikely to offset this decline in

didates for being acquired,

Additionally, there are 61 areas across
PSUs and entities backed by strong parent-
age where significant capital expenditure
needs to be done and given constrained
cash flows, their reliance on debe will in-
crease. The stage is thus ripe for consolida-
tion within the sector, The changing dy-
namics of the compressed gas distribution
sector present both formidable challenges
and potential opportunities,

Singh is group head and Suralis senior
executive vice president, HOFC Bank
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KARNATAKA POLL

KARMATAKA 1S LIKELY tog0 to the polls along
withnine northern states and Andhra Pradesh
in March but the Centre has not yet decided
whether to bring the state under President’s
Ruleorto let Ramakrishna Hegde contine as
caretaker chief minister, Hegde tendered his

lies of Industry and Commerce is likely to
takoe place only after the Assembly elections,
Some of the chief ministers are m(pmnd m

outside the counting station. Chief Minister
Rishang Keishing has requested that the
counting be taken up at Imphal where the

e birought to thee Centre. [tis al |
that the splitting of Energy into thmc

security arrange its are better, Ballots
were mm to pieces at bwo places following

adding coal to the Steel and Mir
power to lrrigation and p

the counting agents of dif-
ferent

asasep-
chieve

Janata Party's poor performance in ﬂ:lnk
Sabhaelections i the state.

UprDATE ON CABINET
THE EXPANSION OF the Union Cabinet to
allocate some of the kew economic nort fo-

better

MANIPUR VIOLENCE

COUNTING OF VOTES in six assembly con-
stituencies of the Senapati district has been
suspended following police firing imwhich
ane nerson was billed and another iniured

CoLD NEW YEAR

ITWAS A cold New Year's Day for Delhiites,
with the maximum temperature going
down to 13 degrees Celsius, the lowest
recorded in the capital during the past four
years and weathermen warn that the cold
suave will continue for a while
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s saidd the firg cyberattack was

committed in |BM in France, when
i people hacked the telegraph sys-
taren bis il ot This miarked thee be-
ginning of the abuse of lechnologies
thiat are inherently vulnerable to crim -
inal inteot within or outside systens,
Wothing is atsolutely foolproo, and
there are many people out 1o explont it

The term ey bercrime” was colned
by William Gibson in 1982 and his
novel Neuromancer' populasised it
Cyberorimes have evolved since the
onsel of the intermet, ranging from
denlal of service attacks, webalte de
facement, ¢ yher-squatting, pharming,
cryplojacking, caline gambling and
drug trafficking esplonage, and dis-
ruption. The list keaps prowing and
soare the problems of tackling then,
These days one is baflbed by the inge-
ity of techssavvy criminals, evident

I identity theft, phishing, mahware,
cyberstalking, copyright  Infringe-
ment, ramsonmare cyber extotions
and cyber teaorisn, too, Tachsology
b being wed as a means o coeroe,
stalk, haruss, Mackmall or tick vie-
tims ot parting with thelr moncy
of doirg the bidding of criminals
Recently, we bearnt of a youth kill-
g himself and livestreaming 0 after

wliding and coercion by cyber bul-

.1

The year 2024 sw an unpeece
eddented surge in sitacks on the cyber
landscape. Prolifve attacks were re-
ported to have taken place in various
ways confounding individuals and
businesses. Spoofing, whaling, Trojan
horse, balting, compromising thind
parties, zeroing i on configuration
wecurily sysbemns, DINS tunnelling, use
of Al increasing incidence of state:

sponsored attacks, dowd or device
vulnerabilities « there had been over.
whelming cyberattacks on persons
iyl o lsatiors alike,

It seema even the most advanced
and most fortified  sysems  can-
not guarantee they are attack-proof,
Criminals are developing mew strate-
hes faster than conpanies can update
their defences. Hence, cyber insur-
ance is Fﬁlhl‘ I.mpoumur s it can
hp shoulder bosses of cybercrimes.
The global cyber Insurance marke
wias estimated at $16.66 Wilion in 2023
and expected to towuch $120.47 billion
by 2002 The Tndian market i seem o
have a potential business of $155.5
million by 2032

There ane no exact figures, yet cy-
bercrimes were otimated 1o have
camied 37 trillion losses in 2023, The
wiorld over, such crimes will cost gov.

FIRST GLOBAL COOPERATION TO COMBAT CYBERCRIMES

emments, businesses and individu-
alls upwards of $10.5 trillion losses i
2025, Indian Cyber Crime Coondina-
thon Centre (MC) has estimated that
Indkans lost over Rs 11,000 crose tn
eyber frauds in tha first six noaths of
2024, with 6,000 complaints filed daily
o the National Cyber Crinse Report-
img, Portal, In a fow days, we will get
1o hear the total enomidly of crimes
i the year.  As a global cooperation
s et indigpensable against bands of
eyber marauders, the UN General As-
sensbly has adopted alandmark cyber-
crime treaty. It is the first internathonal
criminal pustice treaty megotiated in
over 0 years. With mubilaberalism
{a form of coopenation between mul-
Hiple countries 1o achieve a common
woal) fadling as far as climate change,
astie reduciion and Bodiversity are
conderned. beskles alsect lalhares 1o

avert wars o Middle East, lsnuel's as-
sanilt on Gaza and Risslas aggression
on Ukraine ctc.. the UNGA approval
marks recognithon of the benefits of
gobal peration. The Convention
nigalnst crimie will opeen for sdg-
nature in Hanok Vidnan, in 2025,
Notably, the treaty binds states/par-
ties b ensure imphement ation of their
obligations under the convention is
consistent with ntermnational human
rights law.

“Thae treaty effiorts are Luadatory ghv-
en the blistering pace of cybercrimes;
Al and quantum technologles will
increase the cusrent risks manifold.
Lastly, while pursuing the promise,
and harnessing the potential, of toch-
nologlcal advances, everyone mast
be aware of their perils, too, Cyber
Fiyglense has become more Imperative
tham ever,

The rage to gaze in wonderment

TALKING OF

Kind has so far been able o cove
or but a small fraction. It Is the

W Sheer curlosity o thrill of discover-

gained global e
Indias signing of o

ce with
Antarcthe

1 remember with grest pleas:
ure the rewarding experience |
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MANY THINGS

f 3 faschnating challenge, Explora-
tion of outer space, therefore,
Is one of the most exciting and
alluring activity that great as-
trophyskclats have d in
Tor centurbes, Be thal as o may,
and meglighly small though
It may be, Earth still remains
largely nexplosed by iman, be it

Ing something new or exciting, or
search for knowledge and Information which can
enrich quality of life has always fascinated man-

kind. Negligibly small, though it may be, earth still
remalns largely unexplored, be it in the atmos-
phere above, on the surface or under the seas,

The lure of exploration has proven Irresistible, The

search for the unknown has also proved a fascinat-

sploration refers 1o the
Ean of searching for new

ber rilories, resousces, and
Keowlodge, ofien driven by ecor
nanc, palitical, and religious
mathvationa. This quest for
discovery bed 1o significant en-
counters between different cul-
nures and clvilizations, resubling
in both exchange and conflicl
Exploration, cither in search of
places saitable for setilomsent,
ol of sheer curlosity of the
heill of discovering something
mew of excting. or i swarch
af kivwhedge and Information
which can enrich the quality of
N, b always faacinated man.
Kind,

Many great explovers n the
history of the wosld such as Xu-
anzang, Marco Polo, Visco da
Gransa and Christopher Colum-
Bus became legends and pro-
vided Insp 1o th !

inthe atmosphere above, on the
surface or under thve seas,

The search for the unknown
has alis proved a Fascinating
theme for many wonderfal nov:
o, some of which were pro-
duced as movies subsequently.
One such was the Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the
Seas, o schence fictkon adven:
tare nowel by the French wriber
Jules Veme. It bs ofien conaid.
ered a clask within boih dis
genres and world lieerature, In
a spelibinding and adventurows
unierwater vayage, in the subs:
marine Naitibus, commarded
by the mysterious but brilliant
Captabin Nemo, the passen:
fors Professor Plerre Arronax,
4 French Sclentlst, his helper
Consell, and an expent har-
pooner, Ned Land, visit many
occanks reghons, some factual
and others fictitlous, viewing
coral sunken ves-

af alhers over centuries,
Among the most absarbing
hoaks [ ever read s "Pale Blue
Dot: A vigon of the Human
Fusture in Space’ by Carl Sagan,
In the mast engaging and read-
able, manncr, Sagan describes
the unimaginably insignificint
place, which plnet carth has
i e Milky Wy Galay, o, for
that matter, which the Galay
wenjoys, in the Unbverse, Most ol
e unverse is beyone the abdi-
ny of the avallable technology to
observe, Out of the romaining,
of ohservable, portkon, man-

sels from the Batle of Vigo Bay,
the Antarctic ice barrier, the
transatlantic telegraph  cable,
and the legendary underwater
realm of Atlantis. The novd
describes the protagonlits’ ad.
ventures aboard the Nautihes,
which wis bush s secrecy and
naw roams the seas beyond the
reach of land-based povern.
ments, In sell-imposed exile,
Captakn Nemo seens 1o have
a dual motivation - a qued for
schentific knowledge and a de-
slre 1o ewape erreitrial cvill-
ation,

Ing theme for many wonderful novels

The Polar reglons, which
continee, lagely, 1o belong
o the realm of the unknown,
have alu drawn novelists 1o
contruct exclling ories bulk
aroursd that emviromnsent, ‘loe
Suatlon Zebral for instance, is
a 1963 theiller novel by Soot:
tish author Alistair Maclean,
about Drift Jce Station Zebra,
a Brithth meteorological statlon
buailt on an ke floe in the Arctic
Sea which suffersa catastrophlc
obl fir; several of its men die,
and thelr shelter aind sapplies
are destroyed, The survivars
take refuge in a hut with ligke
food and heat. The Amerkan
niclear-powered  submaine,
1S5 Dolphin, Is dispatched on
a resoue misslon, W reaches e
bwra alter a near-lmpossible ek,
Eight of the men on the -

tion are found dead, while the
11 others are bharely alive. The
survving members of Zebra
are beought on board the Dol
phin The skk men are cared
for by Dodpiin, And the station
s abandoned.

India offichlly acceded 1o
the Antarctic Treaty System
on | August 1983, On 12 Sep-
tenaber 1983, the country be-
came the ffteenth Comuliat ive
Member of the Antarciic. The
Indian Amtarctic Programme
b a btk disciplinary, vl
institutional progransnse wn-
der the comtral ol the National
Centre for Polar and Oxean
Research, Mindstry of Earth
Schences, Gavernament of India
It weas inithated i 1981 with
the first Indian expedition to
Antarcticn.  The  programme

Treaty and subsequest con:
struction of the Dakshin Gan-
gotrl Antarctic research base in
1983, superseded by the Maitri
base from 1989, The newest
base commisiboned in 2012 &
Bharati, constructed ow of |4
shipping  contalners, Under
the progranime, stmospheric,
biolagheal, carth, chemical, and
medical sclences are studied
by India, which has carried out
0 scientific expeditions 1o the
Antarctic,

Another reghon that s a
veritable sorehouse of secrets
and unimaginable resources Is
the postion of the planet that
is under the occans and seas.
The bure of underwater explosa:
Mo has proved iresistible for
indiiduals, and  inditutions,
either for the opportunity of
sheer excitement & offers, for
discovering valuable resources
wseful wo mankind, @ an ac.
ity b puarsit of facts which
can expand the horizons of
knowhedge of for millitary of
public safety purposes. Scuba
dliving 15 a mode of urderva.
ter diving wherehy divers use
breathing equipment that s
completely Independent of a
surface breathing gas supply. It
istially emphoys & system called
the buddy system in which di-
vers dive In groups of two or
theee i onder to mininise, if
nid todally eliminate, chances of
accidents,

While om the subjedt of un
wlerwater explogation, it is note-
worthy that India has more
than made its presence Felt in
the Arctie peghon i partici-
lar, One motes with gratifica-
an the exemnplary work being
slone by the National Insticute
of Oceanography (NIO) and
the National Institute of Croean
Technology (NIOT), Chennal

Childhood ends amid blood and gore

MOST OF CHILDREN ARE ABDUCTED AND FORCIBLY RECRUITED

024 marked the thiny-
fifth anniversary of a UN
cammit el 1o protect chil-
dlren from being recruited
s snldiers, However, armed
groups have incrcased the
recruimient and use of chil-
dren in armed  con-flicr,
The UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child was
hailed as a historic agree-
ment when it was adopted
by workd leaders in 1989,
and 18 has insplred govern-
ments o pass laws protects
ing children from viclence
and exploitation. Around a
decade later, a protocol pro-
hibiting the recruitment and
e s soldiers of all children
under 18 years of age was
adopted, To date, it has been
ratilied by 173 countries,
Instesd of ending the
practice, armed groups have
increased recruitment and
wse of children for armed
conllict purposes, from Co-
lombia and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, o
the Lake Chad basin, Mo-
aambaque, the Sahel, Sudan,
Somalla, Syria and Haltl,
Most of the impacied
<hildren were abducted and
forcibly recruited. Most of
these childmen are girls who
have suffered rape and sex-

ual violence, and have been
bought, sold and trafficked,
On Tuesday, the Office of the
Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Chil-
dren and  Armed Conflict,
dechared that the increase in
the wse of military force by
povernments and  regimes
has wreaked havoe on chil-
dren, in situations such as
Terael amdl the Oceupied Pal-
estinian Territory, inchuding
CGaza; Sudang |.tgﬂl|0ﬂ_ My
anmar and Ukraine,

“The cries of these chil
dren echo across conflict
zones, bt far too often, the
world remains silent? sakd
the Special Representative
of the Secretary-CGeneral for
Childiren and Armed Con-
flist, Virginia Gamba,

“Thelr pain Is a staln on
our collective consclence,
We must do better—because
every moment we  delay,
another child becomes just
another number in the long
list of conflict related casu-
alties and violathons in the
children and armed conflict

por 1"

Gamba called for the
granthng of safe and unim-
peded humanitarian access
to children, the implemen-
tastion of international laws,

the elimination of wide im-

ot explosives in populated
r:n; I{Iw [Hdllhh]hllt of the
military use of schools, and
the prohibition and elii na-
thon of anti-personnel land-
e,

“As we move into 2025, let
s ehoase compasibon over
indilference and prace over
war™ wiided the senbsr UN
official, “Together, we can
rewrite the stories of these
children—mot with fear and
loss, .|lll with healing and

hope”,

Meanwhile, the number
of children belng recruited
into armed groups in Haii
has increased by 70 per cent
over the past year, according
to the UN (hllllmu Fund

alarming  deterioration  of

child protection ami ;1
lating viokence in the Caribe
bean natlon.  According o
the latest estimates, children
oW comprise up to hall of
all armed group members,
with recrultment deiven by
widespread poventy; lack of
education and collapse of
cnential services,

Thie situation in the coun-
try's caphtal, Port-au-Prince,
Is  significantly alarming,
with 1.2 million children
living  under  constant
threat of armed violence.
An estimated 25 percent of
all 703,000 internally dis-
rhml persons are chikdren,
iving under dire condibons
and exposed 1o multiple
threats,

The deteriorating secur ity
situation has bed 10 a sharp
rise in viokenoe against Hai-

s most viulnerabile pogiila-
tions, Sexual violence ansd
ripe hive becoie rampant,
with reports from the Office
of the UN Special Repre-
sentative of the Secretary-
General for Children ane
Armed Conflict indicating a
tenfiold in-crease in children
exposed 1o sexval violence
this year alone,

‘This year, UNICEF pro-
vided  support  servi
Including paychasocial
support  and  community
sensitiza-tion toover 25,000
people affected by sexual
and gender-based violence
in 2024,

Seventy-five years sinee
the ratification of the Ge-
weva Conventions, & frmer
<hild soldier-turned Foreign
mindster of Sherra Leone has
urged greater internatbonal
suppart for the key accords,
highlighting thelr impor-
tance |n rehabilitating him
and tens of thousands of his
fellow compat riots following
the country’s bister civil war,

Here a moving plea by a
<hild stirs hope.

I stand here today o5 o
former child soldier, force-
fully recruited during the
civil conflict that decimated
over 50,000 of my compa-

had when | visited NIO at Goa
In 3016, 1 was on & vish 1o that
cty of joy and merriment 1o
fulfil a becture commibment in
the National War College, and
made & requed lor a visii bo be
area to that institate, That

wr b fulfil a Jong cher-
I desire 1 had had, since nay
Andlira Pradesh Fiherles De-
velopment Corporation days
Im 19749,

INIO has mamy commwnd-
able accomplishments 1o s
credit, One of the feathers in
Its cap is the spectacular dis-
coveries made from  aboand
research vessel, Sagar Nidhi,
In terms of capturing detalled
Images and gathering critical
data from hypothermal vents
In an expedition which took
place In Decensber 2024, It
wis the firt ever exploration
il those specific dies and was
Jolntly undertaken by scien-
tsts from NIOT and National
Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research (NCPOR), Despite &
long search, mounted for close
b ou decades, lor extraternes:
trial intelligence, mounted by
Search for Evtraterredrial In-
telligense (SETT), o conerete
evidemee of life In outer gpace
has 50 far been found,

TAIL-MECE
Before 1 leave you o await the
second part of this articke, here
s a thought for thase who be
lieve tha onirs ks a great planet.
We all know how movies and
hatels are rated In teris of &
mumber of stas, It has been
sakd that o aliens have ever
wisited earth because & only has

o dlart

(The writer was
Jorsmerly Chief Secretiry,
Govermmt of
Anilleat Prodesh)

triots,,, | woubdnt be the
person | am today without
the eritical sipport of the
ICRC and the international
community” Musa Timothy
Kabba told Members of the
Security Council In Geneva
v August 2024, referring
to UN-partner the lierna-
tional Committee of the Red
Croas, founded in the Swiss
city in 1863 10 protect amd
provide humanitarian s
slstanee in line with accords
designed to proteat peoaple
Iy conilict,

Addressing  the  forum
gathered at UN Geneva to
mark the moment in 1949
when the inernational com.
minity revised three earlier
Conventlons -+ concerning
the protection of soldiers
wounded in battle, victims
of conflict at sea and prison-
ers of war, adding a fourth
to proect civilians impacted
by wwar - Kabba sald that he
“mocd not dwell upon the
trama of those years™ as &
young soldier,

"Bt 1 do oneed o ae
knowledge here today, in
this birthplsce of modern
global  humanitarianism,
that it was the ICRC which
profoundly  helped me w0
overcome,, Ahe  trauma of
iy war experfence and tobe
reabsorbed in normal soci-
ety after the country's clvil
war in the 19905, “durin
which most of the car-dina
principles of the Geneva
Conventlons were violated”,

-
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AAP desperately doles out freebies

“Dielhi Assembly polls will not be o cakewalk’ (Jan.
3. The AAP sensing an imminent defeat in the up-
coming elections has been resorting to virtal rain of
frechles on the voters, The monthly pension to all women
beyond the age of 18 years and salaries (o priests, granthis
and Muslim clergy that the party did not think of during
its ten years rule are being promised. 1t is also promising

mind- boggling medical treatment 1o senior eltizens.
KV Raghurar, Wayanad

AP negleeting health, edn sectors

HE it NDA ernment in AP s L
T«lmp:::l“ml health sectors wherein mn:s::mg
phay-ers {Corporates) would explolt and reap the benefit
at the cost of the middle class and the poor. The CM is
well known for reneging on his own promises and among
the many was that of the electricity tarii. T he had
promised in broad daylight that his alliance if voted 10
prower would not enhance power tarifl for five years, but
within 7 months his government levied B15,500 cr power
Il hike om the people of this state, He speaks and we the
hapless people have to listen and believe in him!

Govardhuna Myneeds, Vijayawada

Time for all to act responsibly in NY

mt::‘hmcm resolve tousher in a beighter future’ (Dec,
1), Let us hope the dawn of 2025 brings change. [t
1 timae for imrospection by all, especially the Ihin,
10 put count r)'i'l::rrﬂshgrl the Ipt;t of luﬂ'll?ji'{:nhdpl
make the government more answerable and sccount-
able. The great beap achieved by ISRO in accomplishing
docking technology of space madules for Indiak space is
commendable. The country has creditably achieved great
millestones in 2024 n derms of EVs, rall connectivity,
sports, health care, education and social welfare.

K R Verskata Narasinhan, Madurad

January 1 not New Year Day for all

HIS refers to “Govt loliday today™ (Jan 1), January |
cannot In' :unuldrm‘i s New Year Day, because vari-
their owi traditional New Year
Dhays based on different cakendars, For example “Ugadi™
in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka “Gudi
Padwa in Maharashira; “Balsakhi™ in Punjabs “Puthandu®™
in Tamil Nadw; “Vishu™ in Kerala ete. Too many public
Teodiclays disrupt businesses, leading to potential losses in
productivity and revenue, especially for small busineses
and daily wage camners, Project deadlines and managing
work schedules get affected. Students lose the continuity
of learning,

D O Prasada Raa, Hyderabad

SpaDeX suceess to keep ISRO flaghigh

INIJI.&N Space Research Organization’s (ISRO) sisccess-
fal ladineh of its ambitious PSLY with two space docking
experiment satellites (SpaldeX) from Sriharikota space-
port on Monday marks a significant mile-stone in India's
space Journey, SpaleX aims to demonstrate advanced
space docking technology which will be a key capability
for future hanar expeditions and the planned Bhartiya
Antariksh Station. The SpaDeX mimbon (s a strategle step
towards several ambitions space objectives by India and
will facilitate the much-awaited Gaganyaan missbon. The
SpalieX mission’s remarkable feat by ISRO schentisis s yet
another prowd moment for us.

K § Rag, Thane

thehansreader@gmail.com

(€22) BENGALURU ONLIN

Transition likely in Janata Dal (5) post-§
BENGALURL: As Karmatak hies the p
perbod, the Janata Dal Secular ]1){3! is gm'l.ng up for a dg-
nificant organisitional shift. The panty s actively mobilizing
suppwtlodma new stale pmddm ll||lﬂ‘ll'ﬂ‘ wwkilgpml.
dents, wi taki

ire stage, Emerging reports suggest ¢ that Nikhll Kun'llmﬂmr.
thie current bead of the [0S youth wing, is polsed to assune
the role of state president, marking a notable devation in his
political journey.

The JIS has embarked on a campalgn to refuvenate its oe-
gankzational structure, especially in light of recent electonl s«
backs. [n an effont 1o bolster grassroats support, the party has
al © eted a memberih) tration drive. Followin
. mhl:::elnlu 1 the by :l:c‘l‘hr:ls;.“:hr party is planning IE
neconvene in the second week of Jaruary 2025, This will pro-
vide a platforin for i regarding izt
elections and overall party strategies. Nikhil Kumlmwlmfl
promotion ks being seen as a strateglc move by the 1D lead -
enship, particularly under the gaidance of the party’s unhut
HD. Deve Gowda, The senior leader has expressed confidence
i Mikhis capabilitics mumplu'n ﬂl\‘pll'l‘"'i roots andl revi-
taliee s knage desplte the backdeop of recen  ded
Nikhil has boen taskes with touring the mlc 1 gonnect with
party workers and supporters, uinitdngm role as a youth-
fial beadder with a vishon for the futwre, Nikhils proposed presi-
dency Is viewad a8 a cruclal step i re- establishing the JI(5)s
relevance in Karnatakas political landscape, The JDS had faced
sgnificant challenges i both the general and by-dections,
leading 10 a re- evaluation of leaderdhip and strategy. Deve
Gowda's decision 1o promote Nikhil is moted in the bed el that
the younger generation could connect mare effectively with
the electorate, particularly among youth and first-time voders.
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Economics of cash transfers

Increasing popularity needs to be debated

he muling Aum Aadml Party's (AAP's) announcement to launch the

Mukhya Mantri Mahila Samman Yojana and other schemes In Delhl

Ts pun Into problems, with the Delhl government recently lssulng

public notlce against reglsteation for the schemes. While a govern ment
department's public notice against the premise of the ruling party reflects the
unlgue administrative structure of Delhi, which |s a separate debate, the moti-
wvatlon for announcing a scheme ke the Mukhya Mantrl Mahila Samman Yojena
Is not very difficult to understand and will need a broader debate in 2025,
According to the scheme, eligible women In Delhi will get €,000 per month,
which would be increased to 2210017 AAP retumed to power after the Assembly
elections, likely to be in February, Although multiple factors affect election out-
comes, slmilar cash-transfer schemes are believed to have helped Incumbents
return to power, most recently in Maharashtra and Jharkhand.

According toa report in this newspaper, at least 12 other state governments
have already implemented some form of such a scheme, Given their popularity,
it Is worth pondering If they tilt the balance in favour of the Incumbent at the
cost of the taxpayer, and whether it disturbs the level playing field, The economic
aspect is equally seriows IF not more, In a developing country like Indla, govern-
ments at both Unlen and state levels are bound by hard Budget constraints,
There are always competing development demands on the Budget. The Indlan
state, for instance, needs to Invest alot more in both physical and soclal infras-
tructure not only to Increase the productive capacity of the country, but glso o
Imyprove the ease of living. Glven the constealnts, spending on cash transfers
woaild leave so much less to spend on develepmental needs,

Cash transfer needs more sttention becawse, unlike other subsidies ur sup—
port programmes — subsidised power, lor ple — thiscanbel
stantially over time perhaps owing to competitive electoral compulsions, MI“
In Delhi, for example, has promised to mere than double the cash assistance

after the electl JTuthL-r.c...-.“. transfer sch are net limited to states. The
Undon gr h h hasthe l‘rudhun Mantri Kisan Samman
Nicthi (PM Kisank A parli 1 1 doubling the annual

assistance under llw scheme tmm 6,000 per mr I l|11ple|11cnlccl It would
require a doubling of allecation from the current 260,000 crore, However, It 1s
hard to argue that even doubling the assistance would alleviate the stress in the
farm sector, Nonetheless, as evidence suggests, cash transfers are becoming
fairly popular and allocation to such schemes can be expected 1o increase over
time, It Is thus important to keep track of the expenditure.

However, as of now, It Is not clear how much of general government expen-
diture goes Into such cash transfers and what Impact, Ifany, 1t has had on subsidy
outlays, The Reserve Bank of India in iis latest study of state linances has noted
that state governments should contaln such outge beesuse it could alfect pro-
duetive expenditure, However, for o meaningful debate on state support 1o vul:
nerable sections of soclety, it ls important to gauge how much of general gov-
ernment expenditure goes to subsidies and cash transfers, As things stand, one
family may be getting cash transfers under different Union and state schemes,
A robust data analysis will allow both the Unlon and state governments to ratio-
nallse expenditure on subsidies and cash transfers with improved targeting and
outcomes, As Union and state g s will be & their Budgets in
the coming months, the kssue WIII need greater puhllc attentlon,

A Quad future

China's assertiveness ensures its relevance

he Quadrilatesal Security Dialogue, better known as Quad, evelved fram
a percelved need to preserve *a free open and nclusive Pacifle” in resp:

ILLUSTRATION: BIMAY SINIA
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India2025: Navigating
anuncertain world

Managingthe Trump trade and
immediate focus

2028 o0 l with the passing

Iﬂfl)r Munmnlmn ‘-Imm whiose bold flest-genera-
thon reforms In 1991 set the countey on the path o
fster growth, The economy ks abso slowing, with 02
1Y 25 growth drnppﬂnﬁm 54 per cent, Over the past

migration shock demands

T not seen slgnificant Investment u-hcul!nn from

OPINION 7

FISCAL BALANCE

Flscal deficitas a % of GDP

9.2
6.1
. 6.l 56
I ) i i I I I
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2025, The rupee I8 depreclating | a famlliar step
function to around t86 per dollar, which will improve
competitiveness bul also Increase prices and put
unhedged borrowing at risk,

Fiscal policy faces tough choloes, with public debt
at &3 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) and
the FY25 flscal deflclt profected at 4.9 per cent of GDP
Tt th Unlon government, A stralght-line gllde path
for fiscal consolidation should reduce the FY26 fscal
defich 1o 4.2 per cent of GDP, stlll higher than any
year alnce the Natlonal Democratle Alllance came 1o
perwr | 2004 (hee figure],

The mid-year review, however, only promises it
Mtlmlemrmnupw cent ol G, The kcwonuwr

China so far, except for iPhones, Desplie |
lirkiet Invceritlve (PLI) subisbdles, u\dmmlmlm

and land liws, and is ap htol

trealbes make It challenging to atteact investment,
India's on Chinese Intes-

three years, |t perf well above ex;

Rrowling al 8.7 per cent In FY22, 7.2 per cent in FY23,
and 8.2 per cent In FY24, driven by public caplial
e'xrend!uw. substantlal lnvestments In global capa-
bility centres (GCCS), and surging service c'xrons

Government experts and analysts think the dip
In lnst quarter's growth is temporary. That will be
known soon but, nevertheless, with no widespread
revival in domestic private Invest-
ment and GOC Investment having
penked. Indla's growth will decline,
unless it undertakes much delayed
second-generation reforms,

What I also worrisome are the
rising global uncertalntles, In lts lat-
et World Econemic Outlook update,
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) projects baseline annual glob-
al growth at a much lower 3.1 per
cant for 2024-2029, compared 1o 3.7
per cent In the 20-yvear perlod from
5000-2015, which Included the AAY CHHIBBER
Global Financlal Crists, and warns
It 15 subject 1o huge downslde risks,

It highlighis Four risks: Confllet escalation; wrll
and tracle policy uncertalnty; lower migration: and
tightening gobal financial conditlons, which com-
bined coubd be lower by 18 percentage polnts, The
nw: :\w nulu.aonflbc:u und trade polley, could each
polnts, while
the hmlm. bmm muwmmand financial tightening.
could each lower growth by 0,25 percentage polnts.
‘Whlke the frst risk, conflict escalatbon may not mate-
rlalise, the second, tar s, and the thind, lower migr-
:bnn ane les and oould 1 y reduce

/ N

IF TRUTH BE TOLD

madl 1% uld hin-
der ks position in a US-China trade war,

Some experts suggest Indla should Join the
Reglonal Comprehensive Economle Partnership
(RCEP) or the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP),
bt with o huge trace deficlt with Ching even with

tarlffs on Chinese imports, jolning

fscal

cpieniil Is uamuulvop. (! which has

been Inexplicably slow. State- Ieuol fMnances also
equire lid and quality lmp . 8

noted by the Reserve Bank of Incla,
Thi putmwmnlnu weak wlw»!rwcsunm: In
the begl 2024,
tainty, but now It can only be attributed 1o weak
demand due 1o a K-shaped recovery, Capacley utlli-
satlen remalng around 75 per cent. and surglng
Imports make new Investments less worthwhile,
Indin needs o more Inclusive growth model and
what econombsts call second-generatlon reforms,

RCEPwould lkely the
deficits In the near term. And China
s also applied for CPTPP mem-
bership, A trade agreement with the
UK remaing pending, while negotl-
atloms with the much larger EL mar-
ket are even more complex, further
hindered by the EU's proposed
Climate  Border  Adjustment
Mechanism,

Indla will undoubtedly be in
Donald Trump's tarlif crosshalrs. He
Tas Iabselled Tnclia the "aril king”
and threatened reciprocal tarlifs,
Instead of engaghng In a tarlifslugfest, as durlng Mr
Trump's previows e, a smarter approach would
b to pronctively negotiate o trade and investment
cheal with the US, Indla's largest expornt market, The
ol should be to reduce the bilateral ade defici
while expanding overall US-India trade, which i
projected o reach $500-S600 llion by 2030, This
could be achieved by opening Indian markets 1o
selected US imports, sweh as petroleum, ol products,
LNG, nuclear and energy equipment, and defence,

On migration, Mr Trump appears w favour

to Chinw’s teeritorlal assertiveness in the region. It speaks much for s
utllity that forelgn minlsters of the four member-nations — the United
States (US), India, numralla u.ml rapun fielt the need to realfirm the groupings
steadfas A1, 2024, marking the 20th anniver-
sary of "Quad cooperation”, This lcnu reders to the Informal inftlative by the four
countries to come together and extend assistance 1o countries affected by the
2004 Taunami, The successiul nature of this cooperation prompted a proposal
from then Japanese Prime Minlster Shinzo Abe, and the formal inauguration of
the Quad took place three years later lnmm‘ Although the Quad had its roets in
, s key focus has sl hifted toshared
maritime security T this end, the annual Malabar joint naval exercises, which
have been conducted between the US and India slong the Malabar Coast since
1992, vithth of Japan in 2007 and Australia in 2020,
Mlhmh the Quad Is lncu-mlllw.ly being positioned as a broad-based alllance
that extends beyond maritime securlty to prometing demeceatie values, climate
change, and health, its primary principle remains countering the rise of China in
u reghon through which wllions of dollars’ worth of US trade passes. No surpelse,
then, that Beljing refers to the Quad as the “Asian Nato™ (North Atlantic Treaty
Organlzation). The primacy of the China !‘ncmr 1n the Ouud'u rilson d'etre wis
clear when Australia, undes Kevin it F
In 2008 following diplomatic pmcm(rm: (‘.‘hlna hul mlul.nod In 2000, ﬁlp.ndﬂcumly
It was under Donald Trump's presidency (2007-21) that the Quad regained its
Impetus and President Joe Biden has been active in taking the Initistive forward.
The proximate impulse for the US' enthusiasm for the grouping lay in the aggressive
expansion of Chinese Influence via the Belt and Road Initiative, In the meeting in
@cmmhcrlmn year, the lust before Mr Nclcm demits office, lhc mnlmnhe(hmd

WIS EX 1 1o inter in and
lndlmry and cxpluralim u(mulualinwﬂmcmuppurtumuc!
nat to the (und, there have been concerns

oan lnl Impact on the most consequentlal grouping in the Indo-Pacific, the
Association of Southeast Aslan Natlons, or Asean. The exclusionary nature of the
Quad has long been criticlsed as marginalising Asean, China’s near neighbours
with close security and trade ties, It is significant, therefore, that the forelgn min-
Isters’ pledge mentlened the centrality of Asean in Its concerns, For India, the
Quad remains an essentlal balancing act. In 2024, tenslons with the US over an
alleged Indian government Ir inthe plot 1abe Slkh

‘on US soll mewnt that although New Delhi helr.ltru.- rotational chale for last Vear's
gathering, the summit was finally held in the US, India is expected 1o host the
Mumrmtmellmuln the uocund halfof this year, Indla, however, s also a particlpant
In the Shangh. Or where a milltary comtingent has par-
tldpulccl in Inlrlt counter-ter Ises. The rapld expansion of the origing

rade
and fiscal unnnmmy the US I-ec! Iw slgnilled that
It will glow dewn interest rate declines, thereby
alrendy tightening fnanclal conditions.

Il 4 China-LS trade war does mawflnlbie. Bome

1 legal migration through HI-B visas and
Green Cards, However, with mnyur:uumwnm
entad Indlanulnllwut. i s iy

in Jabour-intensive
manufacturing by collaborating with state govern-

ments to ease labour and land acquisitlon laws and
reduce red tape Is both necessary and achlevable,
Indla requires "cooperative federallsm” for inltla-
tlves llke goods and services tux, but “competitive
federallsm® for areas such as labour and land
reforms and cutting red mlpc. where progressive
states can bead the way, Tourlsm, capable of creating
millkons of jobs and awrscting investment, needs a
significant push, With the elections behind us, the
upcoming Budget presents an opportunity to move
boldly in these directions.

The REI has revised its FY25 groweh forecast to
6.7 percent and the IMF projects India’s 2025 growih
at 6.5 per cent, Even with Impressive growth in the
last three flscal years, averaging over B per cent,
India's GDP remalng below the level It would have
reached (fthe pandemic had not eccurred. A rever-
slon 1o average 6-6.5 per cent growth with globil
conditions worsening and a looming Trump trade
and migration shock 1s not inevitable but will require
Immedinte focus, Anc IF India alms to retm 1o more
Inclushoe 7.5-8 per cent GIDP growth, much-delayed
second-generation reforms are essentlal, Wil Indla
grasp this nettle In 2025 and stay on the path to a
I\"ILimnlllllalra:. Inh}l;tﬁl by Manmaohan Singh's bold

ifunleaghed | | fosroe, will wifiact
Slowlng growth ks not the only concern, Desplie
a low current account deflelt, the ripes s coming

e muthar s distinguished visieing scholar, for
mrnwrrrmur\ll..mmlf:hu[kv_:m Wiashrirgtion

ract e |

ar
Investment under s Chin) strategy, However, India

Viksit Bharat:

under pressur b exit Indla, | with
the Fed expected 1o slow cdown Interest rate euts in

University, USA, Lsma Center for
Pubdic Pedicy, Ashoka Linlversity, India

Time for new beginnings

BVR Subral\marlwm n-cen:w sald that

ab SLA3, The followlng year, In 2007, arcund the sams

togrow tenfold and

he year 2025 Imu begun with o roncwed

I s Wiksle Bharat, with Prime M
Marendra Modi telling the people of Indlu
thit the government would work even harder 1o
schieve the objective of a $30 willlon economy by
2047, However, transforming Incla into o developed
nation by the 100th year of Independence would
mean many bright spots for the mmn{_‘nhnglho
way, weell before the tanget year — which Is still 22

VEALR RwaY,

Among cther sectors, the dightal economy, which
s grenwing it a fast clip, shoukd play o
critical role in the Vikalt Bharat jour-
ey, Estbmatect at arouned $175 biltlon
b 2024, Inclla's dightal econarmy could
frow to $1 trillbon In three years, pro-
|ectlons suggest. According to pub-
Ilum-d clata, the digital economy,
which nccounted for 4.5 per cent of
tha country's groas domestic produce
(GIDF) In 2004, Is expected (o pocount

for 20 per cent of GIP by 2026,
With the dighal economy
leaplrogging, current realltles —

scthons, the quick commerce wave,

the rise In unicoms, Innovatlons wsing 56 and 60
technologles, and sdvancements i artficial incelli-
pence = coubd grow exponentially. For all this 1o
happen, however, the core communication network

and moblle subscriber numbers In rural areas have
e slenifeantly

Eng. with the addition of five new i 1 another
s punncr states, s positioning India, along with China, as a volce of the Global
South, This balancing act will be tested under a second Trump presidency,

Thedigltal divide between urban and rural parts
af India In the telecom unbvere his aver

NOT FOR PROFIT

such is the popularity of UL teans- - NIVEDITA MOOKERI

become u $30 lrlilbnn economy by 2047 |s that 90

per cent of the couritry i yet to be bullt, Slmilaly,

about half of rural Indin st does not have aocess to

any telecormn service for a varlety of reasons, leaving

thit masch room for growth, 1t's this growth thar will

eventually drive not |ust the digital economy, but
also the Vikslt Bharat dreams,

The latest figures from the Telecom Regulatory

Authorley of Indda (Tral) show rural tedephony sub-

seriber numbers moving eloser to

those in urban Indla, While urban

subseribers stood a 660,42 milllon

as of October 2024, raral numbers

were at B2727% milllon, In wireless,

the gap |s even lower — urban ot

62556 milllon and reral ar 524,86

million, But teledensity, which

:leuctlhcu the number of u‘lﬂ!hnue

thme, both urban and rursl teledensity moved upto
172,08 nnel 87.73, respectively. Rellance Jio launched
It service In December 2005, and the low tarlTs dis-
rupted the market, leading to an upward trend (n
teledensity, Including In rural areas,

By June 2009, a few months before Covid-19 hit
the world, teledensity had begun to taper down,
Around this tme, the deep discounts n elecom ar-
1ifs were getting ratlonalised, Urban teledensity at
this point was 160,76, againat 5699 In rural areas,
Fallowing the keekdown |n Indi, there wis o notlce-
able decline In urban subscribers, but rural areas
saw no such dip, By June 2020, urban teledensity
hiad drogped to 137,55 (down from 16078 the previous
year), while rural teledensity had risen 1o 5596 (up
from 56.99 the previous 3

A for the urban-rural divide In Internet connec-
ilvity, total subscribers Incrensed from 25159 million
In March 2014 o 954.40 million n March 2024,

i

en area, revenls the el plcture of
the urban-rural divide, Urban tele-
density Is pegged at 13131, while
rural I ar 58,59,
Golng back by sbout a decade, In
Mwum znu urban wh.-denuhyw I\Iuhcrlhnm 1371
kb

lelcdenuiw of 44.67, In absolune terms, 1I1e dl\dde
between urban and rural was reflected In these num-
berm—urban telephony subscribers at 566,60 million
and rural w 365,25 million. while urban wireless was
at Sd4.6% milllon and rural wireless ot 37963 million,

The density In the Intervening years has

the years, but there's a loig way to go, As reported In
this newspaper, NIT1 Asyvog Chief Executive Offlear

movied something like this In Octaber 2016, urban
txledensity was recorded at 160,50, while norl was

by Pakistan|

1ent statement last year. The
statement hued sald that, s of April 2024, 95,15 per
cent villages had access 1o the Internet, with 3G/4G
mobile connectivity, This would likely have been
shared necess, rather than Indbvidual subscripelon,
based on the numbers given here,

Fven with several lagship schemes of the govern-
rment such s Diglad Ingl aned Startup Indla, palicy-
mabersshould understand the mdmhrhelnﬂw—
try and the end ke i real diff
ground, Forthe Viksit Bharat goal to be venllml.mrm
teledensity needs to increase along with other infras-
tructure and soclo-economic measures. For this to
happen, many sllos will need to be broken—whether
I:'slhrswdlhe telacom o ke off, the ummmunlwm

{5, o gubck

sw between hisvisics in the90s and

Ustawd Ghuslam All and where Ustad

those he undertook mone than twe

carrled with themselves, dmmlnl.nn Bpree l‘or lhc Kashi
endsintheGanges . e
fiour sacred sles from the Char Dham s ly. Bt th that

BOOK REVIEW
CHITTAIIT MITRA

led to tecsonke shifts n not just
human behaviour through the
Introductbon of ritals lu\dcuummu Tt
wlso Influenced the ge and

In:mwumoﬂnmory.wklmn has

\e'n:ru Keunrnalh uuclnrm:hund

Mr Kapllabegins I

thwal
l |In'bniu)'unimrmnllmlclwmem Then

lah Khan'suncle the bt All

standsout s oneof eeltictsm fortueming
ananclentelty of futh Into s

tain

wrlting this book with an actol marketplace.

renunclation by In Thowgh the book s prinelpally
Law, Indla, ms we know, has b land Rishik lahabad, Varanasl and focused on falthand s human
of rellglous andMr I In'West Bengal, the experience. it alio

Kaplla's decisbon to follow asimilar sltewhere, astl the

path {thowgh his act Is a professional
ane) seaka o find some meaning n this
fast-paced, Internet-driven workd by
decumenting his visis 1o seven
prominent rellglous sltes along Ganga
and recreatinga long lost past. As often
happens in families, the authorused 1o
accompany his mather, who was

socko-politleal landscape, Siddharth
Kapllainhisdebut book Tripping Dows
the Carga: A Son's Exploration af Falth
|1hnmu |
prominent Hind i

deeply on her yatras froman

cnrly e In the 19908, and he uses hila

memory from those vislis tocompare

those experiences with his joumeys

from 201510 2022, The result Is a serles
1l with

oy Hver Ganga and mmopmmy
e

ormemalr,

different kindsof people and
revelations of several histories and
mythologlesthat these places have

rlvermeets the ocean, Butat the centre
of these jourmeys are the people he
meets and what led them o be where
they wate — tlmfonrdu.mrlm ance,

realleles that cannot
e Ignored, The
authordoesn't shy
away from discussing

theco ¥

knowledge of
Dihard Devd, the protector of the Char
Dham, and subtle mysselsm that

h i} Habas, It s

Gyanvapl Mosgue of
\"ara‘pnulund ollers
s

that we 1o
understand how the chulw.lnuumou Iethatunderlines the
have Influenced devot her Ty sl

changeor remaln the same when it
comes tothelrfalth. As the experiences
unfold, the reader also travels o
Varanasl where the resldents of the ety
1thelr he

ol the lssue. He
reminds readersthat despite i deep
roots in Hindulsm, theclty has
remained essentinlly syncretic n
nature, This, after all, I8 a city where the
Sankai Mochan Tem ple hosted o

Baksh *Vilayatu" was the shehnal player
Inthe Knshl Vishwanath Temple,
Unforrunately, lmmwguuoclo pnllucal

decackes laver, showing stmultaneously
haw samie things remalned the same,
Thisi musi ngs make this bookaliving
taleol history and the present,

such would Another noteworthy sspect of the
e harcl to achieve, aloss that the hnnk h\l\onu\lmrkrum lonshipwith his
country ..p layed in hclplnl:
TRIPPING DOWN  willtaketimetoheal. | himdevelog
THE GANGA Forme, readingthls | which 1himtak
Awthor: bookwasapersonal | afknowbedge rather than an all| knnwlm
Siddharth Kaplla Jourmneytoo. As devotee, This, too, resonated with me, a8
Publisher: someone who grew sameone whae lost his falth ata very
d up In Allahabad young age and hasa deeply religlous
SpeakingTger  now renamed mather, Mr Kaplla'squest ioecplore his
Pages: 0+32  Prayagral),ahlsorle | fulthshows an alternative in the present
colour photos elty thatalsocarrles socke-politkeal milleu that s not
Price: ¥799 Immense religlous dependent on hat ing the "sther but ks
! o and s d d himaelfand
themeeting polntef | und 1 ] 1lastl
the Yarnuna, Invisible | crenting an

Saraswarl, making bt the Sangam,
reacling the suthor's experiences made
e revislt my own memores.
Especlally interesting was the fact that
the authorunderlines the cf he

Mmhlnnpme of prose along the way,

Whee revlewer is an becdeprenddent writer,
Jonarvenlise aned transiator hr-unlﬁl Alaburbaid,
it
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Mere apology won't do,
Manipur CM must quit

I open apalogy Manipur ehiof minlster N, Bleen Singh has ten-
dered over the violenes in the state that has claimed over 250 lives
and rendered thousands homeless (n the last one-and-a-half years
b Ut took & long tine comilng. “1 really
paloghae to all natives," Mr Singh sabd about
uy 3, 20, and has now grown nte a major
Liw anel arder altuatlon within the state with ramifleations for the entlee
MNorthenst, and even across the border,
tly logitimate for the chied minkster to seek the people's for-
Blvenoes: what happened and call for making “a new beginning for a
peaceful and prosperous Mankpur”, The CM's suggestion indeed offers a
way forward for i state which, according to his own aecount, has "32-05
rocopn lsed tribes". 11 18 only if the p«y:h.-ur varlous ethnicitios and trital
backgrounds ave willing to forgot and forglve that they can move abead
and put this behind,

However, it cannot be a blind exercise, The state which runs on the con-
atitutional princlple of vule of law witnessod semesd marauders golng
nbout villages and towns, killing, raping and looting people and setting fire
o o, educational Inullltu||||:x|fuHn:lrnlnrxmnr }mnhlu. 'I‘I.;.-l:;\r.mm lm-

sl thedt of arms and weapons stored in poliee
Mr Singh and his siations, & very small share of which has
mantors in the

veturned to the authorities despite appeals from
South Block must ]I-m:h- including the Union home minister,
mnma the fact

that he presided

18 & wisleaim rhuanu-u. th
foel regret and would Hke to s
the mayhem which started on

oy are atlll baing used 1o perpatrate vielonos
agross the state,

Ther state his seen very little progross on the
over one of tha most law and order front comprred with what was
inefficient &:ruwtllln In Auguse 2025 when the Supreme
government 'f ndla ::l d!n:ur thmim:;: rutll:un;:ul‘:ln.-
srcement machinery in the state, Worse,
machineries in the o machinery has been accused of slding
of u. o MH:I" :.E the |>1|:|:l||1n|lum 0 mu|1:!| ‘rlb:m
ependent rival gangs have formed thele own protection
Ind ity cormm ittes armed with wanpons, And from the
capltal, the skirmishes have spread out to border areas now, Peace has
become ao fr nhun in the state that even the homes and convoys of the chief
miniater and his kin are st risk, Bven members of the majority communi

ty took out protests in the siate capital seeking an end o the mayhem.
Br Singh and his mentors in the South Block must recognise the fact that
ha had presided over one of the most ineffleient government muchinerles
in the history of Independent India, The events that followed, step by step,

an untenable judicinl declsion have created a schism that will take gener-
ations to bridge, The damage cannot be undone by just an spobogy state-
ment, The process of reconcilintion must start with an earnest stlempt o
dellver justice to the wronged and it must start with the departuce of the
chiof minlater whose abject fadlure to perform his duties precipitated the
whole mess, Our d v hind enough and prece-
denis lnﬂuuhmﬁ'lnln the |ssues, come wp I;:h solutions and restore pence,
()

T FIND NOTHING NEW, FATHER,,,
SAME PLGHT, DHARNAS, BAKDHS,
ROADY, Ten T :

B'desh, Myanmar power
shifts may hit N-E India

oimestie or infer
il power shifts
in countries can

their nelghbours. This 1s

But justlee is the prevequisite for closure. Peace, like war, 18 also an ongo- what I8 happening in two of
Ing process, and needs more than Hp service by the culpable, India's immediate nelgh-
b s Hangladesh and
Mynsnmar — sconethbng that

Team India must turn new leaf

New Dolhl 18 loaking at
clodaly because the denstle
developments across the
Perders have the potential
to seriowsly  lmpaet

here can be no better time to turn a new Leal than at the start of » new Mortheast india,
par. Team Indin, Noundering after a great start in winning the open- Fuctor this — for the frst
ng Test In Parth agninst the odds, needs to tuke several hard doc- those wfier the Bonpladeh

alons IF e s to Justhfy its standing n world crleket.

‘Twa af its most senlor players have been Jurtln the team down in their
nability to deliver when the golng gets tough, Cne of them belng Rehit
Sharinn the captaln, the team fmoes the dilemma of judglng him on form
and not on reputation when the deciding Sydney Test s to be played from
dunuary 3.

The underpecforming Viest Kobll seored n contury In Indla's win in
Porth but slnce then has been o nlrt!mf duck whenever lured to sdge in
phaying balls autside the off stump, perlshing fve thmes in Dahing’ expe-
ditlons. It s only m senthmental attachment to
that might see both batters get another chance to play,

As professionnl sportamen, they eannot expect not to be judged on con-
tribution in the present o the team, Both were nvolved (o India's T20
Waorld Cup telumph in 2024, which was the lone bright spot In an otherwlse
underwhelming year for Temm Indla,

Time and tide walt for no cricketer and such good players may be just
pist thelr sell-by date. While thelr continulng in white ball evielet would
seam logical glven thelr botter performances n forma of ericket that make
lesser demands on batter veflexes, Team Indla must aild for the futaee
without the two players n the Test team.

Team India may need to win the Sydney Test, thelr last engagement in
tha current WTC cycle, and wish for favourable results in the Australia-Sr
Lanka serbes to miko 1t to the final,

Thare weo youngaters performing in tough conditions in Austealia wheve
dusprit Bumeah has achbeved smazing resulis while beeoming the first
howler in Test erleket o f'ﬂ 200 wielots ae an avernge cost under M runs
pBI"hwlcluﬂ and that list includes fast bowling groats of all Test-pluying
natlons,

Humrah has shown outstanding ability to lead the Test mewm wi

putation and expariones

Liberntion War af 1671, that
s 8 yoears alter Bangladesh.
broke out of Isdamabed's
H{\—% a Paklatani cargo aliip

edd at Chitiagong Port,
And now, the interim gov-
arnment of Nobel lanreats
Mubammad  Yunus  has
Ivitex] the Paklstani Army
t train Bangadesh Army
slidbers, T Im trainkng 18 o
begin as earl lyua Fehirsary
e, and all the 10 come
mands of the Bangladesh
Army are golng to avall
this fraining.

(e d8 not surprised that
the Yunus regime has invls-
o the Pakistani Army inte

v eall, the same army
thi  Hengall magses in
Hanglwdesh fought I 1971
and defeated with netive
Imlrr fioem the Indian Army
and Indlans n general. The
Yunua government inyited
the same Pakistant Army
that had uu:lud b thie

glven the nmml-tunll# i evideneed in Perth whon Rohit Shavems wis on
poternity lewve, The Test reing should be handed over to Bumrah bomedi-
ately if Team Indin s indeed o turn a new leaf,

THE ASIAN AGE

rape of up to
W00 Bengall and Biharl
women fn what was then

seised that mny b Dhales,
neluding the Yunus gov-
arnment, are choosing to
farged  India’s  rals  in
Hangladesh's freedom
becase there are elements

If we look ot our other
anatern niébghbous
Myanmar, the m::mmru
resistance faroes, wnder the
umbrells ol thi
Brotherhood Alliance, has
werTun scored af fwns and
have fiken Tl control of
many. Two developmenis
ave al particular intevest o
Northeast din One bs that
the  Chin  Heotherhaod
Alliance cnu antkjunta
alliance of several Chindo-
Mara militins and eommu-
nibty groups), has taken con-
trol of araund 80 per cent of
Mynrmar's western Chin
st thit barders Misaram
and southeastern Manipur,
The other s the rebel
Arakan Army wnrruru\u
and taking control of almost
the entlre southwestern Fa-
Kiulne state, nlsa hedering
Mizornm and Manipur, In
fct, the Avakan Army has
minaged 1o tke convtrol of
the veghonad milliary head-
quarters of the Tab
o the Myanmar milltary,

India's concsrns aee on
muiltiple fronts as far s the
Mynnsmear situathon 18 con-
cornad, One 1 the woery
ower the eary svallability of
sophisticated  weapons,
Ineluding lmprovised mill-
tarkied drones, aceoss the
border i Myanmar and the
Influx of armed men into
Marl e s Mizossm fram
acrows.

This hlllll‘!k'allurll‘ warrl:

s becausi af e bl
g ethale  conflict In
Mnn: ur - between  the

Medeel andl the Kuki-Zo com-
munities, Several of the sth-
nike: antl-fenta milithas eom-
E\‘mﬁmmnummum in-

vtk l-Eo-Mars eommmunithes

m‘urm o, thee fear of o ln
Hohlngyn Mualim mrlux
alsa on the radar of the

Iidlan authorities, T
hag been an additlons
0000 Rohingya  relugee
Influx Into  Hangladesh,
which Is already sheltering
12 mibltlon Ruling ml fram
previous rounds

Mew Delh hos |retF»n|1«I
by announcing the fencing
ol the 16Ekm Mynnmis
Beirhr s w Irlnlmwhu:lhu
Free Movement Reghme
A(FME) with Myanmear that
allliws people alarg thie hos-
der fo lruwlim o 113 km fnte
wach ather's territory, The
<lL~:In|uu 1o withd nlw the

had boen ateongly
0P|xum|1 by the Kuklde
raups In Ixummmmnml
artipuar s they have rela-
I|WI$NK| :nmrwrnullmlhn
barder. that, New
Dl r-lkl pm lit ulunu thit
berder can atlll cross hos-
e with a “pags”, and this
now hos been steongly
oppased by the  Medie]

s whi fear that armed

ukl-Zo rebels could came
It Badias tervitory and
create trowble in Manipur
urnder the guiss of tourists
o border peopla visiting
el kinfull,

There are others, though,
whin s thee rebel 1akeayver
af states i Myanmar ke
Rakhine s belng advanta-
Elm 10 Indln, This section

bt Indla's meg peo-
Ject i Myanemar, the 22504
wrore Kuladan Multimodal
Tran

-Iﬂ T mlsel! I'ruJL-cl

Mizaram. But the road with-
In Myanmar 1o reach Sittwe
has ot wem mviseh progress,
Now that Rakhine state in
In control of the Arakan
Army, there I8 o view that
Indla, which has always
mnintabeed good workling
relatsang with the military
regime in Naypitaw, must
apen chanaeds of communi-
cation with the Arnkan
Army and other reslstance
feirces and dnerease its influ-
ence In the reglon. Ching,
100, I8 treading coutiously
af Holjing has projects
Wur:hmmllkuwmnu in
Myanmar and woukd, there-
fiare, dlor pvarything possible
at its command to malntain
Its hold over Myanmar,
New Dalli ton must sl
iy, fnetune or modify Ha
canter-hedging strviegles,

As fur ns Bangladedh &
cancerned, i reglne these
Ia nhuwuu cloar slgns af

licy that | imimical to

kl:u ® Interests, Gesting the
Palelstnnd Army 1o tradn Ha
soldiers, the ptacks on the
minerity  Hindus,  and,
altherugh symbalically, com-
:nu:uwlm death peralty of

he eclied Assam Insurgeat
leacler Paresh Baruah o a
lite  sentence,  Paresh

Haruah, the leader al the
Unlted Liberatin Fremt of
Asam-Independent, ar Ulfy-
1, wan necused of getting a
alipload of wrms and amm-
nitlon at the Chitingong
Port In 2060, In which sever-
al Bangladesls blgwigs were
Involved mad pennlised,
The blg question now 4
wil Dhakn — under
Muhammad Yunus allow
Pakistan's  Inter-Services
Intelligence and ather non:
wtate owing  alke-
glanee o Pakdstan to wark
activel Iy ukunu :I:m LTk
long b At Ea
ahared wuh foter stated i
ImiIM Northeast? If that
npn- i1, mmmmmum-
gt beleagieried
Iukhlum i Ataging area in
Indla's eastern frontier,
That miy become counee

and their ethnke similat
In the hills of Mandpur and
Mizoeam 18 something that

ks casing n lod of cor

The vefuges nflux of the

Ioscavt
1t nmlm:  the m-uu It
shontld hawve had boeauss of

to Dhaka in the
Jomg run and ane anly hapes
that Mr Yunus, the econde

LETTERS

FISCAL CHALLENGES

As 2024 concluded, the
RBI's biannual Financial
Stability Report warns
of challenges including
a GDP growth dip to 5.4
per cent in G2 2024,
nuanced monetary poli-
cy decisions, and global
economic pressures
from high US interest
rates, a strong dollar,
and President Donald
Trump's incoming poli-
cles. With glebal public
debt at a historic high,
Indian financial strate-
gists are tasked with
fostering growth while
mitigating international
risks to maintain finan-
clal stability in 2025,
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

LOVE CHRISTIANS TOO

ATTACKS on Christinns, especially
during the Christmas colabrations,
have increased in number and inten-
#lty. So fur, thero has been ne cone
demnntion from any BJP leader of
stature which shows where thelr
sympathies e, Santa Claus who has
lietke to do with religion {8 consld-
ered to be the villain entleing and lur
Ingg children to convert. Those who
do not v the slightest knowledge
abioit Christlanity are spealing s if
ihey are experts on the subject, The
fisct that even the Prime Minister,
Narenden Maoell, had jolned in the ol
olrations does not seem (o mstter to
the members of the right wing groups
whis are goiny 1umn Ilur\u:r ng the
Chirlatrmis colebenthc
a.nmvliimiqun
Mumbal

HAPPY! REALLY?

THE SUN, mountaln and sen are the
e every day, even dawn ia a dally
natural ceourrence! But the dawn of
January 1, 505, bs o thme to take stoek
of 2024 mnd hope S o better year ahead!
Globally, 32 hos been o depreqsing
anid n!hnp{mlmhu: year ik egot kst liad-
ers have beought us on the verge of
workl war! No state or country 18 with:
out turmolll Arrogant humins have

Wi M

Tows Ao Kiw i b bkl
Dalbde fossinial Prkrs Nadbana] Viasth Corvam, 219 Lwes Lyl Lipads yuy barg, Mrw Eelhi. 110002, Paans

W 2312

Fuibliked sl

kL
), Habla 2011 301

In 2025, economy,
rising tensions, tech
holdups to create a
very volatile world

i Cere, £10 B Ebeyn iy Mg, Mo

i 2. Hbambesh Blosse, 30 York il Lossdon, 8111 751

W Seniianse
Frimer 4 Pukhobes

stresaa, Micklle powers will play

mnl:qn ms h n hnd
of in the gl
nl' aueum!’ur mlwhm
'Il
oy

dls-
ru an ved world, Among
the mew duwlopmmulu wirich will be
hiow wu‘sm;n-u du]wmmhu H\lal:-
s, The fiture

US and China wlll cantinue o
be thu;m: almnm:m dm'nh in lhn
yisar ahid

mﬁn:uml wmalll I'm"'?no I.I';relalionl will
[ AT

1 s further tensions
kLnd urlrand barmndrl\lm Iw Trump's muo

nvmg:i. hi threat of impesing h

1 China as well as other coun wlth a

In that country who can
klek, vandallae and being
down the 3
fivtheer of the nation Shelkh g
Mujibue Ralsimian, In India,
anyone doing such a thing 30000 refagees
1o thee Mahitn's statues or
ot &
as nothing short of carrying
out a blasphemous act,

Kukido community from
Mynmnar into Mizoraim
and Manipur {8 o blg red
at the moment as
Mlzoram alone his oves
{raim
Myanmar and  Manipur
may have an unsecounted

st of thelr

whisls will e acen
nmber.
Apart fram the Kuledo

trade surplus with the US, has prompeed many
ENPEFES 10 Warn Ihuammmmm obal trade
wanr will be among H125's wop ¢ Lol

I it
mwha';l the nld ng principle of international
- How f WHhtn will go in trde lan
m" wie consequential for

smﬁa%nn well ns Enrﬂl:a nhmm
my, Mijor s ar,
Rowevar alvaady Working an o 1o frump root

thelr straiegles. L‘amm:ln. in fts annual pub-
Alwad In 2005, that

g‘nﬂon The World = halm
Inase firms ave already: alarand o gee
around trade barrbers ns hhpmn&r

Rock soos acoalertion in et
pling between the US and China as o high risk.

s will also determine how wars in IJImlna
andﬂanﬂaEﬂtwm iy ait, 'I'I-um?'s
mets on Ukeiline suggest mauum lnpnl
ley seean to be making Euvopen
THEVOUS m'lmclllmlnlhu cant encl the war "h1 [
day”, Trumip xawed Ulralne inta

lllhnl wh‘.h ussln, Al h he has not

nny concrete plln w the mnnm.

Truamp nany not be pverse
ﬂnladwnluuMm 'Iw wh I.I'lmhuhu

onda territory
Mpmmmnuumwm

lebuys by the military junta,  mist, will calealate hls  declared themselves masters of the
Indla has alveady spent  options well, planet and have been destroying the
avound 1,000 crores (0 the environment, Nature has reacted with
wilErwayR mmt}-{vlmlkluw Waabir Hussals, authar  vengeance; floads, :lruuuhu foiuat
the part at Sitwe 0 apd politicsl commendatar,  fires, Iulml wirming, landslides, disas-
Rakhine state, in o bid o la aatitor-fn-chiefof  toes uu!' Man o 'Iunn! “u hand of
gin mmss :hruuuh Nosthoagt Live, Northaast — Gad” bn thim, Nmm\ Ty, ownied
Mizora Inctia's el sanéelli e un as to whe forced sabd hand!

Ty
!wu.llth i, India Imn nlm
spenit another £400 crores in
ballding the WSk o

PRI
link te Sittwe  from

e the comiplex vaghonal pam.

ance nnhe mlddle WM il mﬂm‘mw thir
palitical centre seem to have beoome dwide
no, This s closely assoclated with the

English and Hindi nows
el The views
pasidd faore are
persanal,

Thevefore, wishing anyone 8 Happy
N Year lenmm:mmmAnlyli Amiatie,

Mumbaf

e af the top risks in the year ahead identified
Glabal Trads

mnllnmhlch
traditiomal oconflict
nawor l‘ormc

These
il nt, chill 'D:Yﬂl* Ut
nnd ] ntodn]wlth thern. There

o]

Sl b padtiy i v i
y MNe; {58 1 Vel s

with farreach L UETNCRE cAn iEAnadorm

exlating mrcmmltam

lrnuu“blurmn s betwenr
undd peacetime operutions”

e
rlae of ight-wing
0 sweep u:mn much of Europe and 15 evident
‘mm e 1n almiost all reglons of
il s
ﬂnw ﬁxu global trend NMunu':e‘ruhn.
bv many international ovgnksations, 1|

mm
b perskst, with incre a.uum
?\L-%.'Ja'"" hmhd 1n demgocrat]

u
hul:hnl'dwum mﬂuwr]dmﬂlnuluul-

% re. Polltical systems n gon-
orll m mn nat to bo dellvering at a time of
Teightened public expectations, magnified by
sockal media, Some bnlrilkimlupnu cOmpa-
nbes see the risks of civil unrest running high in
st reglans of the workd.

artificial intedligenos is
Al tools

healthears W N
TOTE COmman. hive alveady brought lhul
slgnificant trangformations in thess areas, But
hmnlnnulhmdinmmormh Tuillenges
kg for wmmﬂ:v, The military uses of
‘1{';2" lll Il litieal
mrw mnw af geapalit
temsions and seanomic that will test
the resilience of nntlo a5 the 1rur|1|-
tlonal mmuniwl abl.lmr ln wn]w collective
responaes fo conmon prolleme,

= Hy arrangement with Dave
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A tale of two concerts

Listening to T M Krishna and sisters Ranjani and Gayatri, you could hear it loud and clear: Carnatic music
is bigger than controversy — it can move on, and even thrive, after nearly a year of the discordant

RAMESH VENKATARAMAN

THE 2024 EDITION of the December music
“season” in Chennai crested with two con-
trasting recitals bookending Christmas Day.
A9 am, the curtain rose on T M Krishna at
the Music Academy to cheers and applause
that would not have been out of place ata
rock concert. At 6 pm that evening, Krishna's
fiercest critics, the sisters Ranjani and
CGayatri [ Rala totheir fans), who had refused
to participate in the Music Acadermy’s festi-
wval, held their audience spellbound at the
Marada Gana Sabha, barely half a kilometre
from the Academy. Between them, the two
kutctheris shewoed how the Carnatic tradition
can move on, and even thrive, after nearly a
wear of acrimony.

Krishna had stopped singing at the
Music Academy and other Chennai subhas
about a decade ago, accusing them of
Brahmin elitism. No community in the
woorld is as closely associated with a high-
brow cultural tradition as Tamnil Brahmins
are with Carnatic music (and its dance sib-
ling Bharatanatyam) and the Music
Academy has been their unrivalled bastion,
Omly Germanic Jews with Western classi-
cal music come chose,

Therefore, wehen the Music Acadermy de-
cided toaward Krishna its highest honour of
Sangeeta Kalanidh in March 2024, it caused
akerfuffle. Conservative rasikas accused the
institution of pandering to a “woke” leftist
weho had tamished the tradition by acousing
revered icons — the composer Thyagaraja
and the vocalist MS Subbulakshmi — of
casteism and undermining its Hindu devo-
tional roots by singing in praise of Allah and
Jesus Christ. Camnatic stars such as RaGa and
the Trichur Brothers announced that they
would not perform at the Academy’s
December festival. Behind all this was the
paoditics of Hindutva (Hindutva, music and
the elite', IE, March 27, 2024 provolced by
Krishna's mockery of the Ram temple in
Myodhyaand his endorsement of Periyar, the
Dravidian movement founder known for his
anti-Brahmin thetoric.

Krishna's Christmas moming perform-
ance was therefore a homecoming of sorts
[he had sung at the Academy at alower pro-
fileevent lastyear). He had insisted that it be
afree concert, in keeping with his campaign
for Carnatic masic to be more inclusive. Free
entry, of course, ensured the hall was packed
[unlike on previous days of this “season”
wehen many of the wsual resikos kept away,
likeely put off by the controversy L.

They were rewarded by mark un-

opening pallovi to improvise upon it, ren-
dering three pieces, including a serene
Dikshitar krithi, with minimal accompani-
ment and skipping a ragam-tanam-pallovi,
the highpoint of a Camatic concert and de
rigewr at the Acadermy.

Krishna's political leanings also featured
in rousing lyrics espousing freedom of ex-
pression, by the Ta writer Perumal
Murugan. For his closing pieces, he chose a
s0ng on the travails of a Dalit devotee of Siva
and a composition by Marayana Guru, the
late 19th and early 20th century social re-
former from Kerala, which referred to
Buddha, Christ, and the Prophet
Mohammed, alongside Hindu deities, while
probing the identity of the divine.

But it was Krishna's command of the clas-
sical idiom that shone through, not least in
the three Thyagaraja krithis that he sang, and
in his main piece in Kalyani by Swathi
Tirunal. Carnatic's enfant temible, extended
an olive branch to his critics by concluding
hiis katcheri with “Dhava Vibho", a Marathi
bhajan that M 5 had popularised; Krishna
had also pointedly praised M 5 in his
Academy address a few days carlier. The
standing ovation that greeted him at the end
suggested that he had made his point:
Camatic music can innovate and be more in-
clusive wi classicisim.

TheRaGa slsn:'rs nearly thmc—huur:un-
et acked

conventional performance. For two-and-a-
half hours, Krishna sang, seated cross-

wwas as steeped in tradition as Krishna's was
unconventional Resplendert intheir yellow-

legged in a twin-toned hangi, turned
toweards his violinist. As someone oheerved,
this was rather like Roger Federer turning
up at Wimbledon in striped shorts and
serving from the middle of the baseline
[Carnatic vocalists typdcally sit at right an-
gles to their main accompanists, clad, if
male, in crisp white veshtis).

Krishna served up many more breaks
with concert convention: Opening his
recital with an extended 22-minute-long
exposition of Thyagaraja's “Karubaru”
(rather than a brisk varnam or krithi), start-
ing the next song, “Lavanya Rama”, with the
middle verse and then returning to the

and-black Kanj n silks and wearing
Jasmine flowers in their hair, RaGa looked
straight from Carnatic central casting.
However, while they stuck to convention in
their concert format and musical form, their
content was just as political as Krishna's,
Gayatri st the tone at the very outset with
ber assertion that Carnatic music is inextri-
cahbly imtertwined with bhakti and the pro-
gramme was replete with picces ingrained
with Hindu devotionalism. And what glori-
ous music thiswas, even to myirreligious ear|
But o Chirist, the Prophet, or even the Buddha
figured in their verses — indeed, they sang
praising our nation as the land of Rama,

These two performances
demonstrated that Carnatic
music is capacious enough to
aceommmodate both a left
wing' Krishna and the ‘right
wing' RaGa sisters. No
classical art form can remain
relevant without constantly
evolving. While bhakti is
undeniably foundational to
Carnatic, the tradition also
has more recent strands that
espouse reform and protest,
and celebrate other faiths.
Likewise, the current
Carnatic concert format,
while only a century old,
already fecls stale in certain
aspects. Krishna is only the
latest artist to push its
boundaries; indeed, others
have dome so without being
satictifmonions, as he has
soinetimes been.

CR Sasikumar

Krishna, and Vittala. Their sublime rogam-
tunmm-patlovi in Jaunpuri had as its pallav
[equivalent to the bandish in Hindustani) a
Tamil line celebrating Bharat as an upholder
of dharma since time immermoral.
ItaGa 5| unl:ntu:al na‘nnnallsm tinged with
madle mecringe
butitwas hard not to be moved by their stir-
rimg version of “Vande Mataram™ in Desh,
sung in Sanskrit, Tamil, Brijbhasha and
Marathi. The choice of Desh, and Jaunpuri
earlier — bath ragas derived from Hlm:lustam

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Rewriting, rather than simply removing offensive language or storylines,
confronts problematic texts. By changing the perspective of a nowvel,

marginalised figures can be turned into the heroes of thed
paraphrase the opening line of David Copperfield ™

ir own lives, to
= THE GUARDIAN

Thank you,
Doctor Sahib

Manmohan Singh remained above
the harshness of politics and the
cold power games around him

)

concem for the welfare of all. The generos-
ity of his heart made no exceptions. He
could instinctively relate to the pain of oth-
ers. Mone who came to him for assistance
or solace in moments of despair left with-
out being comforted. His was a healing
touch, Dnrtha:was bathhumbling and en-

ASHWANI KUMAR

A TRULY SUITABLE eulogy to Dr
Manmohan Singh is beyond my compe-
tence. This tribute can hardly do justice to
the greatness of an extraordinary man
whaose Ilk:was marked by decency, in-

nobling. He
of politics and the cold power games or-
chestrated around him.

In informal conversations, he would of-
ten mention the transience of power and
perhaps, therefore, carried the authority of
hiss high office with a lightness of touch. At
a difficult time during the UPA I when
someof his ministerial colleagues unfairky

tegrity. Asthe

derided him, rack the whip,

architect of India’s economic reforms, he
set the trajectory for the nation's rise asan
Asian economic power and lifted millions
of Indians above abject poverty, These con-

saying that he did not wish to discipline
them as a headmaster. His rare reprimancds
tohis ministers were softly delivered. Those
wihosee this as aweakness must know that

tributions will remain a lasting
o his vision and wisdiom.

Singh's leadership role on the global
high table in shaping the comtours of the
future world order amidst the forma-

hi life and politics were a reflection of his
spirituality anchored in compassion and
an abiding faith in the goodness of people.

Ewen as he navigated the treacherous

tional changes of our times makes the na-
tion prowd. Those whoderided him for be-
ing "weak” need only recall his steely
mesolve inclinching the Indo-US civil nu-
clear deal that ended India's nuclear
apartheid and established the nation’s cre-
dentials as a responsible nuclear power.
The forging of what has now blossomed
into an all-encompassing special strategic
and global partnership with Japan — seen
asestablishing an arc of peace and prosper-
ity in Asia — is a tribute to his statesman-
ship and incisive understanding of the re-
alities of geopolitics.

After appointing me as his spocial envay
to Japan for facilitating the historic visit to
India of their Imperial Majesties — the then

massic —and ther
derdined Camatic’s catholicism and relative
lack of parochiality. In one sense, RaGa may
actually have been more inclusive than
Krishna. They made it a point to announce
each of their picoes while Krishna uncharac-
teristically stuck with the elitist practice of
seldom naming his song or its raga.

These two performances demonstrated
that Carnatic music is capacious enough to
acoommadate both a “leftwing” Krishnaand
thie “right wing™ RaGa sisters. Mo classical art
form can remain relevant without constantly
evolving. While bhakti is undeniably foun-
dational to Camatic, the tradition also has
maore recent strands that espouse reformand
protest, and celebrate other fiths. Likewise,
the current Camatic concert format, while
only a century old, alreacy fieels stale incer-
tain aspects. Krishna is only the latest artist to
push its boundaries; indeed, others have
done sowithout being sanctimonious, as he
has sometimes been.

The Music Academy has a crucial role to
playin ensuring that Carnatic music thrives,
Its leadership showed courage in honouring
Krishna for his stellar musicianship, despite
him being out of favour with the BJP and the
adherents of Hindutwa, Mow. perhaps, it can
reinforce its commitment to musical excel-
bence by naming the equally deserving RaGa
sisters as its next Sangita Kalanidhis, despite
their public diatribe against the institution
for honouring Krishna, Would such magna-
nimity be too much to ask for?

The writer is o private equity investor and
Carnatic music enthusiast

SUMANA Roy

The history of attention

It shows that focusis not linear and is a hard thing to tame

MY FIRSTMEMORY of hearing the word “at-
tention” is in a male voice, a physical educa-
tiom teacher, perhaps mimicking his heroes
imthe armed forees, calling out "Attention| ™
on the sports field. We brought our feet dose
together, our hands straight. [t was a semi-
otic — but how was one to pay attention
whenall ﬂn:atmmmwas on oneself, a per-
formance of 7"Sabdhan”, beware;
the other word in the bmary wof this drill is
“bishrom", rest, relaxation,

By the end of middbe school, | lknew that
I paid more attention when | was at rest than
wehen | stood with my limbs dose together,
waiting for my body to uncedl from what
seemed, to my unfit body, an unnatural po-
sition, | had realised, intuitively, against the
|m|:mn|und rnyu:adm that attention was
105ty of intentional-
ity, and, though there were mosalistic stories
about the harvests of attention in every cul-
ture, it was a hard thing to tame. This mili-
tary-like understanding of attention feels a
hit likee the iclea of fishing: That attention and
its reward — the fish biting the bait — are like
humps ona straight lime.

My experience of attention is that [am
unaware of being attentive in a way that the
angler isn't, The harvests of attention ac-

tion, Attention is not a 90-minute football
Eame or a two-hour movie, Yes, [ am argu-

as necessary to creativity as animagined
slnglc—mmdl:d focus. Mote the phonemic

is exhausting, unrewarding, and hierarchi-
«cal, for we have decided that certain things
and moments are worth more attention
than ntlu:(s.

the Hindi equivalent of “attentio
From "dhi”, meaning “to think”, Ditven is also
“meditation”, a word that has become both
popand puritanical inour time, om: thatde-

between “wonder” and “wander”
— it is only natural that you will wander to
experience wonder, What [ mean to say is
that wonder, like wandering, is not a func-
tion of linearity. Our idea of attention, par-
ticularly in pedagogy, with its disciplinar-
ianimpulse, is perhaps too masculine, even
patriarchal. That is why it affects us, annoys
us, when our students, instead of [noking at

us, as if we were the eye of the fish anwhom
Arj

mandsdiscipline, mi il

s his aim, stare at laptops

edness, a hermit-| Illsnocnsonuusnrss ofone's

in front of tlu:m as they sneak |:nto chat

thoughts. Howy are we to inaworkd
wehose nature is to distract and disturb?
Francis Bacon's definition of the essay as *dis-
persed meditations” allows us to see that the
history of literary forms is simultancously a
history of human attention. It was also Bacon
wiho famously said that some books were
meant to be eaten, some chewed, and some
digested — heis suggesting not different gen-
res of books, as we are made to believe, as
much as he is the contingencies of form to
wvarying demands of attention.

Dispersed meditations — it is closest to
our experience of being attentive in install-
ments. What it also allows — in fact, erscour-

bo phones. We take -
ally, that we've failed in holding their atten-
tion, that our lectures don't have the glie
that binds them to their cell phones or the
OTT screen. Our language reflects this —we
accuse others of “divided attention”; such
amodel of attention imagines it like a glass
of water, not a drop of which should drip
outside our mouths. We use the same noun
for “life” and “attention™, as if they were the
same thing — lifespan and attention span.
Courses are now designed with the intu-
itive traffic of "low attention span™ playing
on the minds of teachers; young humans,
raised on the speed of the internet, seem to

thousand words. Student reading lists are
being engineered to indulge that lack, even
as publishers are happy to back 700-page
nowels while withdrawing their support for
the poem and the single-essay book, gen-
res appropriate to the attention deficit that
seems to characterise the present moment
in history.

But this is not a completely new mo-
ment in the history of the shrinking of at-
tention, About a 100 years ago, the mod-
ermists felt compelled to move from epical
time to the time-impulse of the lyric., con-

Emperorar . F e told me

o] s of politics, Singh did not allow
his moral clarity to be diminished. He was
deeply saddencd by the allegations of cor-
ruption during the UPA Il and agonised over
his name “being dragged inthe mud”,

In moments of intense anxiety and ex-
tremie despair, such as inthe last days of my
late wife, he bent his shoulder as a family
elder and comforted me. | recall his tele-
phone call to tell me that *miracles are
known to happen™. That was his way of
keeping my hopes alive.

Om a happy occasion, when he had to
cancel his presence at my son's wedding
reception on account of last-minute secu-
rity issues, he instructed several members
of his personal staff in the PMO to repre-
sent him and his wibe, Gursharan Kaur, who
was his greatest source of strength. At the
endof my last me with hirm, a little be-

wisits to our country and the Indo-Japan re-
lationship was the defining bilateral part-
nership of tlu: 2I st omtury_

foare Diveali in October last year, when | took
leave of him, he patbed me an my shoulder
withasmileon hisli ifhew iddling

s vision.

of his spectacular achievements as prime
minister will not be complete without ref-
erence to his path-brealdng initiatives and
rights-based picces of legislation such as
MCGNREGA, RTE, RTI, and the farmers’ loan
waiver. His tenure will alsobe remembered
for the foundational framework of Aadhar
and the largest-ever budgetary allocations
foreducation and healthcare.

His patience and forbearance in the face
of grave provocation l:r,' alllcs and appu-

me goodbye with his last blessings. This
moment is ebched inmy conscousness, as

lence and grace that have given me a per-
petual purpose in life — the pursuit of hu-
man dignity in all its manifestations.

Thank you, doctor sahib, And thank you
Soniaji or giving us an outstanding prime
minister who elevated himself above his
exalted office.

Farewedl, sir. Rest assured that history
is hndcrwwl._',wrplaons assured inits

nents secured the long the
ment and ensured the political stab ity
necessary for implementing the nation's
ambitious development agenda. He saw
and scripted the progressive future of our
nation and seized upon the idea of a devel-
oped India whose time had come.

The unending accolades received by
Simgh, including From his vocal critics, af-
firm his towering stature amongst the
workd's foremest |eaders. This is because
of his nnate humanity, selflessness, unim-
peachable personal integrity and genuine

anmnals, of the great. For the
sucptll:s. let rnc:nuuhc the fielicity of the cel-
chrated poet, Mir Tagi Mir as a tribute to
our beloved “Doctor Sahib”. “Mat sehl
homein jano, phirta hai folak barson/Tab
khook ke parde se, insoan nikelte hain® (Do
not make the mistake of treating us as un-
knowingjordinary. For the skies wander for
years, only then, from the cloak of dust,
{such) human beings emerge)

Themmrsfannerl.l‘nm minister
and justice

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MIGRATION IN CRISIS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,"Migrants
are ws'{[E, December 31). The evolving
positions of President-elect Donald
Trump and Elon Musk, who has been
tasked with leading Trump’s new
Department of Government Efficiency,
on the H-1B visa programme are send-
iing mixed signals. For India, which ac-
wounts forover 70 percent of H-1B visa
recipients, these contradictions create
uncertainty about the future of a pro-
gramme vital to its tech-driven econ-
oy and bilateral relations with the U5,
This uncertainty undermines the confi-
dence of Indian IT firms and profession-
als who rely on the programme. For
India, navigating this unpredictability
will require strategic diplomacy.
Khokan Das, Kofkata

SHATTER THE CEILING
THIS REFERS TO the article, “The year
she stole the show' (IE, January 1)

‘Women are at last getting credit where
credit is due in the male-dominated

densing a lifetime into a day, as
they were, to the World Wars, so that Hilda
Doolittle, who wrote fragmentary epics
herself, said that the epic would no longer
be a feasible form that would be able to hold
this fragmentary consciousness.

As our brains supposedly “rot” — as the
‘Oxcford English Dictionary's word of the year
leads us to believe — from looking at our
phaones, looking but not really secing, a state
of inattentive attention, we wait for the
emengence of sophisticated genres. The reel,
which has had our brains reeling for a few
years now, is inimical to dhpan — it is not a
haiku, after all,

 From production to direc-
tion, women have proved their mettle
on the global stage, with recognition
coming from all major flm festivals
across the workd, Itis heartening to see

VOTERS IN MIND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Happy
Mew Year' {IE January 1). The message
for the government and the Opposition
is to understand their mandate from
the people's perspective and to work
with the national interest in mind.
Failure of either leads o adeclineines-
sential parameters of democracy as
mentioned in the Global State of
Democracy Report 2024, The election
results have shown that voters hold the
political parties accountable for omis-
sion or commission in governance, The
upcoming Delhi and Bihar Assemibly
elections will test both sides.

LR Murm, New Dellid

THE SPACE RACE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'‘Atrystin
space’(IE, January 1). From the daysof
carrying rocket cones on bicycles and
shuttling satellites on bullock carts to
becoming the first global space agency
to land near the moon’s South Pole, the
history of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is no less than a
story of courage and valour. Today,
ISRO is the world's sixth-largest space
agency and is a fast-cvolving agency
creating the world's biggest space tech

tthis changeini from.

iing portrayed as an 'Whhla Maari' tonow
astrongand creative artist who canwin
at the Oscars and at Canmies. Yet, there
is @ need to address the pay disparity
tthat exists between men and women,
The time has come to break the glass
ceilingand celebrate and uplift women
incinema.

ec with missions such as
Gaganyaan, Shukrayaan and
Samudrayaan on its operational list. All
these achievements are built on the
ethos of prudence, self-discipline, rea-
sonable management and rational
thinking presenting an inspiring story
to all indnaduals and corporates in this
new year as a path to success,
i
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Too little, too late

The situation in Manipur belies the
Home Ministry'’s sanguine assessment

c onflict resolution and peace bullding, or

the absence of both, and the prolongation
of strife are dependent upon certain con-
ditlons. If there is a “winning side” in the conflict
thant seeks to restitute and reconcibe with the los.

ingg sicke, then there is a guarantee of peace, If

there are no winning sides but a honourable
compromise is worked out between two sides,
then too there is the possibility of listing peace,
There are also sitwations when conflicts are not
resolved but a tenuous yet steady peace s madn-
tained through dialogue and discussion., But a sit-
uation where violence raises its head tdme and
agganin, and when actors in the conflict continue o
be hostile without even talking to each other,
cannot be described as “peaceful”. The Unlan
Home Ministry (MHA) has patted tsell on the
ek by claiming that the Bharatiya Janata Party-

led government has managed to “bulld bridges of

urity in the North East... tousher in .. peace with
unprecedented success”, But if the Manipur sit-
uathon where outeomes of the conflagration that
rajged 1n May 2023 continue to rofl the State with
sporadic skirmishes, and recurring crises are

o by, then the st 1t s notenly a
faleee :I.nlm hu.l 15 alse b e with the regime'’s of
forts to portry success where failure is apparent
in order to win the batthe of perceptions,

Soon after this year-end report of the MHA
cane out, the beleaguered Chief Minister of Ma-
nipur, N, Biren Singh, issued an apology for the
ethnbe violence in the State, This, in any case, s
oo letle oo late in the day as his government
does not seem o enjoy the confidence of at least
one partieular ethnbe community in the State. For
the MHA to portray that the northeast is on the
path to peace and prosperity, even as the embers
of the ethnie violence in Manipur refuse to die
down and restrictive measures are being reim-
posed, can only be described as barying its head
in the sand, In Decembser, the Unlon government
had also relmposed the Protected Area Regime
amibd “security concerns arlsing out of influx
from neighbouring countries” - a reference to re-
Tugees from civil war-torn Myanmar, The MHA al-
w0 safd that it will map demographic data along
the Myanmar border to help in the fencing of the

The sorry state of India’s parliamentary proceedings

and, more surprisingly, the Treasury

benches, made the recently-coneluded
winter session of the leglslature o travesty. There
were more adjournments than discussions,
hardly any work was done and the session was
adjourned with the widespread sentiment that we
haed ket down the people of India. A new nadir
was plumbed when duelling demonstrations by
Members of Pacliament (MP) on the steps of the
House led to sceusations of assault and injury on
bath sides. For many of us wheo were brought up
to regard Parliament as the temple of our
democracy, its precincts as hallowed and its
procedures and conventions as sacred, this seems
i betrayal of everything the institution is
supposed to represent as a cornerstone of our
democracy.

Why have things come to such a sorry state?
One obwious reason (as in everything to do with
Parliament) is precedent, The recent demise of
the distinguished director, Shyam Benegal,
reminded me of the time when be and 1 both
served, as private cittzens in 2007, on a round
table of eminent Indians invited by then-Speaker
Sommath Chatterjee to advise him in the
performance of his duthes. Our group, which
Ineluded N.R. Narsyana Murthy of 70-hour work
weeek fame, unanimeously called for strict
enforcement of the rules o ensure higher
standards of decorum and debate, and were
promptly disabused by the Speaker of our
{llusions, Disruptions, he said, oceurred becase
an outnumbered Opposition saw them as part of
thieir demoeratie rights; o thwart them by
invaking the rube hook would be condemned by
all punll.a lndudlng the: ruling party, as

ding, bet alone Wling,

MPs wans Ilul um aption he could easily exercise,

he competitive disruptions of
T Parliament by both the Opposition

‘Part of convention’ now, decline of chvility
Wheatever the merits of this method of
parliamentary protest - and, personally, it is not
something §have ever eared for - it has become
part of the comvention of Indian parliamentary
practiee. Speaker of the Lok Sabha Meira Kumar,
whose decency and gentility were shamefully
abused by a belligerent Bharatiya Janata Party,
still sverred that it would be wrong to expel
unruly Oppostion members without an all-party
consensus on doing so,

Though Speakers of the Lok Sabha Sumitra
MuhaLm amlUm Birla have proved more willing

international border and stopping infiltrat
Aggain, it will be a grive mistake to bracket refu-
gees leeing the Myanmar junta’s repression as in-
filtrators and this might exacerbate already fra-
gile ethnic relations in border States such as
Nagaland, Manipur and Mbzoram, The MHA must
instead focus on getting its act together in con-
duscting the census and working with the State go-
vernments to bring out & humane poliey of ad-
dressing the refugee situatbon, Short of doing so,
the Minkstry's encomiums to ltsell will be smug
selfsatisfacton devold of all meaning.

he sitin protest that began almaost a year

ago by a group of farmers owing alle

glance to the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (Non
Political) at the Punjab-Haryana border has taken
anew turn with their leader Jagfit Singh Dallewal
refusing to end his indefinite fast, which started
on Nevember 26. The stand of the T0-year-old
lewder, a cancer patient, hias drawn the attention
of the Supreme Court. Farmers In the Stae,
across thedr organisational and political posi-
tions, supported a Punjab bandh on December
30, in solidarity with M. Dallewal. The Court has
allowed the Punjab government tdme Gl Thurs-
iy to ensure that Mr. Dallewal gets medical ald,
The farmers’ outfits have tld the Court that thelr
leader would accept medical help enly if the Un-
fom Gevernment held a discussion with them on
thetr demands such as implementing a legalised
Minimum Support Price as per the formula of the
Natlonal Commisskon on Farmers (constituted by
M.5. Swaminathan), a debt wabver for all farmers
and the withdrawal of all cases against farmers
for protesting against the three farm laws, which
were repenled in 2021, Major farmers' organisa-
tions in the State, including the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta-Ugrahan)
and the All India Kisan Sabha, have urged the
Centre and State governments to address the de-
mands so that Mr. Dallewal ends his fast, Several
Opposition parties had also demanded that the
Cemtre start a dislogue with farmers.

It is debatable how helptul the Court's ultima
tum Is in situations such as these, when policy,
Jww and order and politics are all inertwined,
Perhaps, the courts should not be so interfering
and governments should be more proactive and
precmptive in dealing with such flare-ups, The
demands on the table have been pending for
loag, and the erisis in agriculure s multifceted,
But allowing these permanent sit-in protests is
problematic when someone goes on a fast unto
death because there is no way to know if be is be-
g foreed to starve to death or not allowed to end
the fast, Many of the farmers' leaders have met
Mr. Dallewal requesting him to end his hunger
strike. However, such requests have been turmed
down with his supporters labelling other farm-
ers' leaders as agents of the government, Sane
voices among the Ermers have been malntaining
that Mr. Dallewal should join the joint protests
rather than adopting his fist unto death protest,
The Punjab and Haryana governments and the
Undon Government must ensure that his life is not
in danger. Mr. Dallewal and his assockates should
heed the adviee of other firmers’ lkeaders and
ehear the apprehensions that he is under pressure
to continue with the hunger strike.

X

Mr. Birla
d.cnun!c;l thc Lok Sabha of all opposition while
steamrolling several Bills through the 2003 winter
session ~ they have usually preferred
adjournment to expulsion,

th faurth-term
Congrews Member al
Parkiament Lok
Sabhal for
Thiruyananthapuram
and the Chalrman of
the Padiamentary
Standing Committes
on External Altairs. He
I the awand-winning
author af 36 boaks
and the reciplert af
thie Sahitya Akademi
award, the Crassword
Lifetime Achievement
Award, ard other
distinctions

The diminishing
of Parliament s
deeply
damaging o
Inadia's
demoeracy

A second factor is, undoubeedly, the acrimony
that new prevails between the government and
the Opposition, Traditionally, a sense of chvility
hais abways redgned inour politics: Atal Bikar
Vajpayee loved telling the stories of Jawaharlal
Nehru's courtesy to him as a young firebrand
Orpposition leader, Rajiv Gandhi contriving to get
him medical attention in the United States, and,
most fimously, PV, Narasimba Rao sending him
tor Geneva as the head of the Indian delegation to
4 United Natlons meeting on Kashmir,

Today, such episodes are inconcelvable, Each
shede sees itself as the embodiment of righteous
wirtue, and the others of irredeemable evil. To the
rutling party, the Opposition is “antl-national”; the
Opposition in twen imagine themsebes as
deughty outnumbered Pandavas facing the might
(and the unfair means) of the Kaurovas in power.
Democracy requires both sides to acoept, as a
presumption, the good faith of the other; on all
siddes of our political divides, we must believe that
those on the other side also have the best
Interests of the nation at heart, and that our
disagreements are anly over how to achieve
them. But in Indian polities today, government
and Opposition see each other as enemies, not
mere adversaries. Comman ground then
becomes hard to find.

stature, out of all proportion to the size of their
parties, because of accounts of thelr verbal duels
with a Nehru or an Indira Gandhi. Today there
are no equivalents: while the occasional reasoned
or impasstoned speech enjoys a briel virality on
YourTube or WhatsApp, these are few and far
between, and the opportunities to deliver them
are rarer still. Instead, there is a clear disconnect
between electability and parlamentary
performance.

People are elected or re-clected for reasons
other than their ability to skewer a Minkster in
Question Hour or tear a government proposal
apart through reasoned argument, The quality
and the character of political representation has a
cirect correlation to the quality and the character
of floor debites as well. When MPs are corralled
by their Whips into breaking all the rules they are
sworn to uphold, o troop into the well of the
House and disrupt the proceedings through
shouting and sloganeering rather than effective
preparation and forensic skill, they are being
Judged by thedr leaders on qualities other than
effective parliamentarianism. The talent that
should be exchibited on the floor of the House is
mow paraded in television studios instead, The
public in turn no longer judges their
marcncrmuiws by thelr performance in

It s sad that our natlonal politics has wil il
sueh o breakdown in the relationship of rust
th.ll in any democracy, ought to exist between

and the Opposition. Both sides
un uqu.lllyuuil:y- the present ruling party was
Just as bad when it was in Opposition. The very
BIT politicians who had argued the case for
disruption — who had used sophistey to justily
obstructing the work of Parliament for years in
the cause of the higher prineiple of accountability

suscldenly decided that on this lssue, where you

stand depends on where you sit. Now that they
are sitting on the Treasury benches, disruption ks
winsteful and cond bile, The Opposition, onee

Parti baust by the constituent services they
render and the loeal politieal weight they
cormmand. Most of the names | mentioned carlier
wotibd net find it easy to be re-elected in today's
enviranment,

Disruption and contempt
Parliamentary stancards have been in free fl for
a generation. No one is elected or defeated at the
polls because of thelr performance in Parliament.
Mot MIPs have limited interest in leglslation and
lier o disrupt the proceedings rather than
chebate the principles. Meanwhile, the BT
refuses to reach out to the

thedr victmes, will hive none of i, Those of us
who attended missionary schools learned the
golden rule: do unto others as you would hive
them do unto you. The new golden rule of Indian
politics has become: do unto them what they did
Lo you,

in today’s T

Dppmlthm and is comtent to ride rowghshod over
it to pass its Bills. Its contempt for the leglslature
s barely concealed. Unlike Jawaharlal Nehiru,
who attended Parlivment daily, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi barely defgns to grace the House
with his presence. In the last few years, the
j.ammmtn: has been increasingly treating

ay’
Thlrd amu.]hly. I thie pubslie's own diminished
expectations from parlamentarians, Gone are the
days when skilled debaters and orators held sway
o the floor of the leglslature, winning public
adulation (in those pre-tebevision days) from
admiring accounts of thelr speeches alone, A

Ram Manohar Lobda, a Nath Pal, a George
Fernandes, a Madbu Limaye, a Piloo Mody, or o
Minoo Masand acquired political importance and

1i as a noticeboard for the
anncuncement of its decisons and a rubber
st for legalising them, rather than as o
constltative body in a deliberative democeracy.

Thie diminishing of Parllament in our politieal
life s deeply damaging to our democracy, Sadly,
Fts custodians are allowing it to be robbed of all
witlue, to the peint where the public will not miss
it when it is gone., But when it is gone, what will
remain of our democracy?

Tackling delimitation by reversing population control

ecenthy, the Chief Ministers of Andhra
Rl'rudceeh.'mnl Tamil Nowhu, N.

Chandrabiabiu Naidu and MK, Stalin,
respectively, were quite peeved about the
guestion of the proposed delimitation exercise
el the possibility, subsequently, of the loss of
parliamentary seats, This is very likely as the two
States, along with the other southern States, are
abiead of the rest of India in terms of fertility
:r.msi:iun implying a mluamj share of the

when ¢ with the I

Salrudaya Rajan
Chalr at the
International Institute
or Migratian ard

rejglon. What ks uulllm: o peesple in general, and
nat necessarily just the politicians in sowth India,
s that success in “family planning”™ will surely
ridduce the number of seats of the kess populited
States in Parliament.

“The state government [Andhra Pradesh] is
thinking of enaeting a law that would make only
those with more than two children eligible to
contest local body elections,” Mr. Naidu had saic,
Earlier, Anclhea Pradesh had passed a plece of
legislation barring people with more than two
children from contesting local polls. Mr. Naldu
saald, "We have repealed that law, and we ane now
considering reversing it.... Government may
provde more benefits to families with more
children.”

Mr, Stalin's response was, “Today, as there is a
soenarko of decreasing Lok Sabha constituencies,
i rdses the question why should we resiriet
ourselves to having fewer children?” Mr., Stalin
adcded in jest, “Why not abm for 16 children?”

The example of China

Thie question that arises in the Hght of the
reactions and the responses of the Chiel Ministers
st would it be possible to arrest fertility decline
and, moreover, reverse it by attempting o
Increase it? It is evident that the attalnment of low
fertility in the course of fertility transition is
hardly reversible by intervention, but in the
ratural course of events, there might be a minor
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It ks oo
stmplistie a
solution that is
bl put forth
by some
paliticlans in e
southern States

reversal as suggested by experience worldwide,
Dhespite this understanding, there are attempts
befng mace i some countries to reverse the
fertility trend through incentivisation, but to no
effect. China's one-chikl policy was one of the
desperate measires o realtse population contral.
The consequences confronting the Chinese state
on varled fromts include problems in the marriage
imarket, o dipendency burden and, ibove all,
extreme kow fertility beyond the scope for
reversal.

Quidek and Toreed regulatory measimes to
restrict reprocuction have never pald dividencs
beyond restricting population counts, In fact, an
ermphasis on lmiting population counts without
caring for its composition that sustains the

lation may well be considered unplanned,
China's case i an example wherein the siate is
Facing numerous crises at this point over the
Familial transitions underway and the
consequential burden of social security
provisioning on the state,

An fmbal 1 population It
reached by intruding into the natural eourse of
transition will pose problems that would only be
remecied through promeoting migration, Efforts at
Incentivising reproduction and adopibon of a
pro-natal population policy may not be an
alternative as seen in countries such as Japan and
South Korea, Henee, the response of the southern
States to the emenging threat may well be
consicered premature and ineffectie in the long
run.

Varied population counts

The course of fertility decline in India’s States
does show signs of a convergence across space
and charscteristics but a population momentam
keeps the demographie divide wider between
regions, Given this circumstance, population
counts between provinces may not be the
appropriate eriterion to have politeal

representation that will defy the federal structure
of our nation. "One person one vote' may well be
beleal bt the difference in numbers of politieal
representation in one region will be skewed
beyond proportbons, Unbess these counts are
wielghed with some characteristics in terms of

P fating political rey fom, it will be
unfair, for example, toa region that ushered in
development with population control, This brings
i a recognition of demographic divide apparent
with education, coupled with the number of
children betng the erfteria for shaping polideal
CUECOMEs.

Impact on women
Encouraging women to have more children may
b casier sald than done. In the current
clreumstances, a woman's personal boss in
engaging in reproduction is much greater than
Emaggined gheen the state’s approach in facilitating
the same. When the state celebraies the feriiliiy
decline and its dividend has benefited the lirger
cause, its implication in a woman's life has been
less than expecied. Therefore, thinking about
Fertility reversal needs o be preceded by
measures of guaranteeing the state's social
support for the addittonal childeen on the one
hand and compensation for women's
engagement in reproduction on the ather,
Heversing fertility could well be ideal in terms
of maintaining a sustainable population but the
regional rN:;ruluHsm lmh.jl.mu.- can perhaps be
ini

1 through terms,
Whurt needs to be answered is the ensuing
of a lower | lation count and

political representatbon that can only be resolved
provided the count gets an equivalence in
wiluation in terms of capability characteristics,
‘Therefore, the ultimate solutbon Hes not in
reversing fertility but in revising count-based
political representatbon in the delimitation
exerclse,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The state of Manipur

Haw far Manipur Chief
Mindster N. Biren Singh's
exprassion of 'regret’ and
urge to 'make a new
beginning' would solve the
leng-pending issues in his
State are anybody's guess.
In fact, his inability to do
anything so far, in a positive
sense, demands that there
should be nething lass than
his resignation from office,
A maore concerning matter is
tha Prime Minister, In the
baginning, the Congress's
demand that Mr. Modi visit

Manipur was treated as a
ritualistic anti-Madi slogan,
But this has now changed
maybe after the ald saying,
‘repeat a lie often enough
and it bacomes the truth’
PR, Raja,

Pandalam, Kerala

Manmohan Singh

There have been many
letters In this ealurmn paying
tributes to former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.,
While Dr. Singh was very
successful as a Finance
Minister, be cannot be

aviarded full marks as
Prime Minister as it is under
his stewardship that there
ware many scams, Sadder
still was his closing his eyes
to all the misdeeds,
Impartial and dispassionate
critics see him as a 100%
Finance Minister and a 50%
Prime Minister.

B.5, Jayaraman,

Codmbatone

The unwarranted spat
Betwean the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the
Congrass over Dr. Singh

must not be stoked further
as it would be an insult to
the memory of the departed
leader who always kept the
interests of the nation
above all else. Dr. Singh is
ever alive in every Indian’s
heart. He has etched his
narme with his simplicity,
statesmanship, constructive
work, implemaentation of
wellare maasures and,
above all, econamic reforms
which transformed the
Indian ecanarmy.

Gregory Fernandas,

umikal

e

‘Golng to school barefoot
The feature, “Barefoot trek
an raw road to education”
(Online - ‘Spatlight,
December 27, 2024), was a
good read, It was on the
plight of the children in
Kidagari, an interier tribal
village in Andhra Pradesh,
walking through forests in a
hilly region witheut
footwaar. But how can the
villagers not care about
snake bites or multiple
dangers fram other
creatures?

Every parent will look at the

safety of his child, no
matter how poor or even
how remote and
treacherous the place. It is
puzzling how the villagers
or the system can afferd to
spend money on good
uniforms, backpacks and
study materials, but ignore
basic safety by not
providing any footwear,
Amar

Mwblllh‘h
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

The projected increase
in India’s tobacco

The gross GST
collection in the

exports

In per cent. The country’s tobacos
s exports will llkely cross 713,000

croe this year. India is the second
largest producer of tobacce In the werld
after China. It ks also the fourth largest
producer of Flue-Cured Wirginia [FOV)
tobacco worldwide after China, Brazil and
Zimbabwe., m

month of December

It Lakh crare, The gross

l 77 GST collection rose 7.5%
L YEAF-ON-yEar in

December, The central GST collection
stoad a1 132 836 crore, State GST at
140,499 crore, integrated IGST at 147,783
crore and cess at 111,471 crore. GST from
domestic ransactions grew 8.4%,
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Death toll from mob
killings in Bangladesh
in 2024

128

toppled the rule of ex-leader Shelkh
Hasina. Aln o Salish Kendra (ASK), a
leading Bangladeshi human rights
organisation, sald It had recorded at least
128 pecple killed by mobs In 2024, e

Mab killings in Bangladesh
surged after the August
revolution last year that

Number of accident
cases reported in
Bengaluru in 2024

The Bengaluru

4 784 trafiic police

, Said 18 ongoing
efforts have led to a 1.26% reduction in
fatal accidents and a 1.90% drop in deaths
cauded by mishaps in 2024 compared 1o
the previous year, Non-fatal accldents saw
a sharper decline of 4.57%. m

The increase in
migrants crossing the
Channel to the UK.

In per cent. The number of

Irregular migrants arriving in

Britain on small boats soared
in 2024, data showed on Wednesday, piling
pressure on Prime Minister Kelr Starmer Lo
stem the Channel crossings, 36,416 people
weng detected in the Channel last year, ae

COMPILED BY THE HINOL DWTA TEAM
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FULL CONTEXT
Dinakar Peri

n the last two weeks, taking the
world by surprise, China unveiled a
series of high technology platforms
establishing its technological

supremacy. These include two stealth
luxnr:rms the launch of an amphibious
maval ship, a new "comprehensive”
selentific research ship for global
deep-sen exploration, a supersonic civil

prototype and a new bullet train
dubbed the world's fastest. The timing
couldn't have been starker, highlighting
the widening technological gap with the
Indian Alr Force (IAF) which is struggling
to makntain its fighter squadron strength
as modernisation is plagued by delayed
deliveries,

Chinese military modernisation
Last week, videos emerged on social
media of two stealth fighter jets in til-Jess
configuration, One of them a massive jet
with delta-wing design, featuring three
engines hinting at a likely long range,
flying over Chengdu in Sichuan provinee
went viral on social media "X, Videos of
the second smaller jet featuring a smaller
rwin-engine design with swept wings
emerged a day later. Reports suggest that
v jet was designed by Chen
Alreralt Corporation while the smaller jet
is from the rival Shenyang Aircraft
Corporation. However, there has been no
official comments from China or from
their stute media so far on the
developments,

Thie People’s Liberation Army Air Foree
(PLAAF) of China has already fielded two
fifth generation fighter jets, the medium
335 and the heavy J-20, becoming the
only country other than the LS. o have
e than ane fifth gen fighter, With the
two new jets, dubbed by many
COMMEntators as sisth gen- tuhwnl which
is China has, v
taken glant strides in the mee.

The recently released report to the US.
Comngress on the militiry and security
developments involving the PRC for 2024
noted that the PLAAF and PLAN (Navy)
Aviation together constitute the lirgest
avintion force in the Indo Pacific region,
“The PLAAF is rapicly approaching
technology typical of U5, standards,” it
noted, The PLAAF and PLAN Aviation
continue to field greater numbsers of
fourthgeneration aireraft (now more than
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The race for fighters: the IAF’s dilemma

China has already fielded two fifth generation fighter jets becoming the only country other than the US. to have more than one fifth gen fighter. In comparison,
the Indian Air Force is at 31 fighter squadrons, desperately awaiting new inductions and with no fifth gen fighter in the line-up for at least a decade

TAF. However, these ane at various stages
of development and manufacturing and
thedr timely deliveries are critical, OF
these, the LCA variants will constitute the
bulk, There are 83 LCA-MkLAs on order
bt their deliveries have been delayed as
the F-404 engines by General Electric
(GE) have been delayed. A deal for 97
additional MkiAs is under discussion. The
LCAMK2, fifth generation fighter the
Advanced Medium Combat Aireraft
(AMCA) and the Twin Engine Deck Bused
Fighter (TED-BF) for the Navy all have
wery ambitious development timelines
bt given the complexity and track
record, it has to be seen how soon they
are ready and available for induction,

The Defence Research and

O (DEDO) is

1,300 0f 1,900 wtal fighters, not
trainers) and probably will become a
majority fourth-generation force in the
next several years, the report added. In
addition, the J-35 and 120 are being
added at a phenomenal rate and flight
testing of the Jemindima fairly
advanced state, and that they have been
under development for sometime.

The IAF"s modernisation plan

The IAF is at 31 fighter squacdrons as
against the sanctioned strength of 42
sepadrons, desperately awaiting new
induetions and with no fifth gen fighter in
the line-up for at least a decade, the only
outlier among major countries.

Recent reports state that Pakistan has
approved the procurement of 40 J-35s
from China,

Inan uncanny coincidence, very
recently the Defence Mindstry has
appointed a committee led by the
Defence Secretary to look into the overall
capability development of the IAF, India
bis an ambitious plan lined up for the
acquisition of over 500 fghter jets, a bulk
of them to e indigenously designed and
manufactured, majority of them for the

wm'lumun the indigenous development
of LCAMKZ2 aircraft and the AMCA, the
Defence Minlsu'y informed the

e O
defence aslper areport tabled earlier this
month. “The deliveries for LCA-ME2 and
AMCA are expected to commence only
into the next decade onee the
development cycle is successfully
completed.”

Tt must bee noted that of the current 31
squadrons, the phase out of two MIG-21
squadrons has been extended due to the
delayed deliveries of LCA-MKIA. The
Jaguars, Mirage-2000s and MIG-295 will
begin going out by the end of the decade.
For instance, by 2027:28, the first of the
MIC-295, inducted in the kte 1980s, will
start going out and by early 2040s, when
most of these types will be phased out,
some of the early lot of SU-30s will also
start going out, The IAF has in all
contracted 272 Su-30s, and a deal w
procure 12 additional Su-30MEK]s to
replace the ones lost in accidents has just
heen signed while a major Sukhoi
up:rade programme is in the final stages

approval,
a

Another critieal procurement
that husn for

several years is the 114 Multi-Role Fighter
Adreraft (MRFAJ, a }uw jet intended to
e mmar 1 in Inclia with signil
technology transfer, The Request For
Infisrmation (RFD) for 114 MRFA was issued
i Agoril 2009 to ghobal aireraft
manufscturers but hias since made no
progress with even the preliminary
Aceeptance of Necessity (AoN) from the
Government yet o be received. Given the
lomg ines for the
process, and mclm'lnu in the time o set
up facilities in India and for the jets w roll
out, the MEFA is unlikely to be available
in significant numbers till the middle of
the next decade

As reported by The Hindu recently, in
the backdrop of the controversy in the
procurement of 36 Rafale fighter jets, the
government is looking at a procurement
model that is transparent and
non-controversial lor the MRFA.

Underscoring this urgency, IAF Air
Chief Marshal A. . Singh said in October
that the MRFA was “needed as of

" The larger and more capable

LCAMEZ is under lopment and is
supposed to do it first flight this October,
with December 2027 to be the end of
research and development for LEAMKZ,
“If these timelines are met and the MEFA
is signed parallelly we are O, We are not
badly off. But if these timelines are
pushed, then we need o look at
alternatives,” the Air Chief had stated,

In October 2022, then IAF chief ACM V.
R, Chanclhari conceded that even with the
LCAMELA, LCA-MK2 and the MRFA “we
will seill be at 3536 (squadrens) by middle
of next decade,”

It is pertinent to note that, barring the
AMCA which will take sometime the LCA
variants and the MRFA are all four gen

lus fighters.
O the d.elayirl the LCAMKIA, a

Meed to eateh up: Chinese ground crew members Inspect & J-20 stealth fighter in Chengdu, in sauthwest China's Sichuan provinee in 2011, ap

of the Ministry

the House Panel that it "wn-lenallul‘uu
YLCA Mark 1 is dependent on GE-404
engines. The supply of GE-404 engines
has been adjusted by GE for the list two
yeears. Due o COVID, their supply chain
s broken down, They have not been
able to resume yet. They have promised
that m:ﬁ will start giving GE enggines from

i year, next year onwards, the
supply would get stabilised,” the
Tepresentative submitted.

As soon as the engine problem is
sorted out, we have planned o make 24
LCAS every year and then 30 every year,
the representative stated, On the
agreement between Hindustan
Aeronautics Limived (HAL) and GE for the
licence manufacture of the F-414 engines
im Invclia the Ministry representative

expressed confidence that it should get it
signed in the “next three o four months.
Aero-engine troubles

An peroengine is likely to remain the
single major dependency and the
country's Achilles heel for a very long
time, Imported engines, directly or
‘co-manufactured” will power a
ineligenous jets and helicopters (il the
end of this century at the current rate.
The license manufacturing for the F-414
engine ar the new HOKN engine likely to
e co-developed and co-produced with
France for the AMCA-ME2 will still mean
that Indlia would be dependent on them
fior the most critical parts,

It will essentially be between France
and the U5, — LS, for a part of the fighter
fleet and France for the reminder of the
fighter fleet and for almose all of the
helicopter segment as more indigenous
platforms come in,

The country ean't elaim o be fully
selfreliant dll it can ekl an acro-engine
that is completely designed and
developed in-house,
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China umwelled a serles of high
technology platlorms.
establishing its technological
supremacy, These include two
stealth fighter jets, the Launch
af an amphibiaus naval ship,
and & new “compreherdive®
selentific research ship for
global deep-sea exploration,

L

Inelia has an ambitious plan
lined up for the acquisition of
cver 500 ighter Jets, & bulk of
the to be indigenausly
deslgned and manulactured,
Hewever, these are 8t various
stages of development and
manufacturing and their timely
deliveries are critical

-

A aera-enging is Likely 1o
remaln the slngle major
dependency and the cawntry's
Achilles hee| for a very long
tirne,
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Youth at the forefront of climate litigation

authebed climate

litigation is

revidutionising the
leska] e oy the

l
chimate erisls, By holding
governments and corporations
accountable, young people frime
chimate inaction as a human rights
violation, They argue that the
disproportionate impacts on
younger generations demand
bold, systemie solutbons, This
litigatbon emphasises the urgent
need for elimate actbon, pushing
Tor transformative change o
addclress the esealating emergency.
It serves as a powerful ool for
advocating for elimate justice and
protecting the rights of future
generations,

Major milestones

A landmark moment in youth-Jed
chimate litigation occurred with
the Held v Stare of Mortana case in
the WA, In a historic declsion, the
Montana Supreme Court upheld a
distrbet court ruling in Bwour of 16
yoing plaintiifs whe angued that
Maontana's fossil fuel policies
viodated their constitutional rights
and Failed to ackdress the climate
erisls, This 6-1 declsion marked
the first time a U5, State Supreme
Court alfirmed young peaple's
constitutional right to a clean and
healthful envirsnment in the
context of climate change. The
roots of the case trace back to
Auigust 2023, when district court
Judge Kathy Seeley ruled in favour
af the plaint s, making Held v
Mowstaria the first youth-led
constitutional elimate liwsuit in
the LS. to go o trial and secure a
victory.

Juelge Seeley underscored the
direct link between greenhouse
gas emissions and the worsenlng
chimate crists, emphasising that
each ton of emissions amplifies
environmental harm. Her ruling
broadened Montana's
constitutional eight to a clean and
healthful environment by
Including the proteetion of the
broader climate system, The
Supreme Court upheld her
Tindlings, striking down laws
restricting greenhowse gas

Aslutant Professoe,
Winayaka Misslan's
Law School,
WMRF-OU, Chennal

Youthadriven

considerations in fossil fuel
permitting and blocking
constitutional remedies for
environmental harm. This
dectsion mandates Montana to
Imvegrate climate and public health
coneerns into its enengy poliches,
marking a governance shift. It

\ h donal

Supreme Court i pending, with
the eourt appolnting amieus curtas
and requesting government inpats
on carbon rules. Ms. Pandeys
elforts have profoundly influenced
Inddiar’s climate discourse,
showeasing the youth's role in
demanding stronger policies and

i fonal egquity.

equity and inspires youth-led
eHirts o shape elimate policy,

Youth-led climate ltigation is
waining traction globally. In
Canada, La Rose v. His Majesty King
case represents a significant step
Forward, [n this lawsudt, yeung
plaintitfs angue that Canada's
insufficient climate policies violate
theedr rights to lite, liberty, and
security under Section 7 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedams. The Canadian federal
government recently announced it
wonild not seek to dismiss the
case, paving the way for an
elghtweek trial scheduled for
October 2026 in Vancowver., The
plaintitls contend that current
policies disproportionately harm
children and youth. They sdvocate
for a mandate requiring the
government o implement a
comprehenstve, sclence-aligned
climate recovery plan.

In the Netherlands, o court
ruling compelled the government
to acdopt stricter emissions targets,
Colombia's Supreme Court
recognised the Amazon rainforest
4 & beggal entity, mandating s
protection for future generations,
Germany's Constitutional Court
reguired stronger climate policies
to uphaokd youth rights,

India has seen its share of
youth-driven climate litigation,
most notably through a petition
fiked in March 2017 by
nine-year-old Ridhima Pandey
before the National Green

revolutionising
the global
clim
mvenent,
achleving
lanedmark wins,
and demanding
Eovermment
accountability

Tribunal (NGT), Her petition
sougght measures neluding
Inbegrating climate chamge into
envirenmental impact
assessments, establishing a
national greenhouse gas
Inventory, and creating carbon
budgets for development projects.
In 2009, the NGT dismissed her
case. However, her appeal to the

Transformative implications
Youth-driven legal batthes are
transforming climate policy,
evolving from awareness
campaigns bed by figares ke Greta
Thusberg to courtroom advoeacy
demanding systemic change,
These laiwsuits emphasise the
intersection of human rights and
environmental sustainability,
insplring global movements and
compelling governments to
rethink inadeguate climate
strategies,

In Inclia, the path to youth
chimate activism ks complex, with
increasing crackdowns on protests
and shrinking spaces for public
engigement. Despite this, vouth
groups persise, using digital
platforms and aligning with
movermnents bed by farmers and
tribul eommunithes, This restlence
underscores their commitment,
As young acthviss challenge
policies in cournts, the outcomes of
cases could shuape the future of
chimate activism in India,
Protecting thekr sdvocacy rights is
erucial to amplifing thelr voloes
and achieving chimane justice,

Yousth-driven climate Higation
s revolutonising the global
climate movement, achieving
landmark wins, and demanding
government sccountability. By
stressing Intergenerational equity
and sclence-based policles, young
aetivists push gevernments o
priocitise bold and sustainable
actions, These legal efforts
underscore the cruclal role of
yoith in shaping climate policy
and safeguarding the planet's
Turure, By leveraging the liw,
yestimg peaple are driving
transformative change, ensuring a
Tveable world for generations to
comne, and inspiring o new wave of
climate leadership and activism,

Woman Minister on receiving end
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rony died a thousand
ldcuthn when the BIMs

State president BY. Vi
Jayendra sald that men in his
purty were "not wearing ba
Bles" to ul.url quidet in the fi
of "palice high handedne:
while responding to the arrest
of MLCC.T, R, The BII begis:
Latesr wins arrested for alleged
by using a derogatory and sex-
st word about Minister for
Women and Child Develop-
ment Livemd Hebbalkar during
the recently coneluded ses
sbon of the Legislature,

Karnataka has seen much
wranghing between paolitleal
leaders since Mr. Ravi alleged:
by used a slur i the Legislitve
Council hall against Ms, Heb
balkar on December 19, This
incident occurred after the
council was adjourned follow
Ing a fracas over Unbon Minks-
ter Amit Shah's remarks on
B.R. Ambsedkar. But, the maem-
bers hid stayed on and conti-
nued thelr loud anguments,
With the House not in sesslon
at that point, there is no "off
clal record” of the alleged slur
used, but the video clip has
been freely loating around on
sockil media platforms,

Mr. Ravi initlally claimed
that hee had sald “frusteate®
and the Minister misheard
hdmi. Ms. Hebbalkar, however,
sinted that the word, besides be-
g abusive, rivialised her
harrdd work in bullding a polit:
cal career,

Mr. Rind was booked under
Sections 75 (sexual harass-
merith and 79 (word, gesture,
or act intended o insult the
maodesty of o woman) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and arrested soon after, He
has alleged that he was ha-

rassed in police custody, at the

behest of Deputy Chief Minks-
ter LK. Shivikumar, But he
wins released the following day
after approaching the Karna
taka High Court. Observing
that the police prima facie
Falled to follow the procedure
in arresting the MLC, the court
directed the police o rele
him immediately.

Since the offences charged
aggainst him attract imprison-
ment of less than seven vears,
the police were obliged to is-
s i natiee to him under Sec-
tion 35 of the BNS for appear-
Ing for questioning  before
arresting him in a “tearing
hurry™, the court sald.

Following this, a trium-
phant Mr. Ravi made it a polnt
o address more than one

ress conference, sporting o

andage on his head for inju-
ries he allegedly sustained
while he was being taken in a
police van, Many angry BIP
men, Including Mr. Vijyven-
dra, rallied behind Mr, Ravi
unconditonally, givieg rest i
thelr Factbon feuds.

No doubt the Congress go-
vernment did not cover Hsell
in glory in handling the sitaa-
ton, For one, as the cournt
pointed out, there were pro-
cedural lapses, An impression
wan ereated that the Home M-
nister lacked control over the
situation as police neted swift-
by, Questions have also been
rudsed on the jsswe of jurisdic-
tion, given that it ocourred
within the House and the role
of the Chalrperson in address-
ing the episode. While a CID

inguiry by the State police is
now under way, the Opposi-
thon has demanded a jucicial
probe claiming a “plot to kil
Mr. Ravl.

However, what has lost fo-
eis under o mountaln of gues-
tions on procedure and wha-
taboutery (“But aren't men in
all parties the same?" ete.) Is
the core issue of the alleged
abuse of the lone woman Mi-
nister in Karnataka's Cabinet
and one among the only 10
elected women Members of
the Legislative Assembly. Ca
sl sexism, cuttng across
party barriers, s indeed not
uncommon In the House or
the course of poll campaigns,
but that should not make it
“normal” or acceptable, Mr
Ravi had in an earlier in-
stance, talking about political
opportunism, used the word
“ritya  sumangali® (6 term
used o refer to those in Deva-
dasi tradition) and incurred
the wrath of a few women
members  including  Ms,
Hebbalkar.

The incident ralses two
guestions: Could such e
marks have been made in a
Howse with a better gender ba-
lanee? And why do such inel-
dents not amount o sexual
harassment in the workplace?

Given the situation in Kar-
natakn, where new politieal
high dramas unfold daily, and
are magnified by private news
channels, all fssues live in
tense but leeting lives. Alrea-
cly, the Ms. Hebbalkar case is
facing fnto the background,
with the Oppasition now busy
maounting pressure on the rul-
ing Congress for a Central Bu.
rean of Investigation inguiry
into the suickde of a contrac.
or, allegedly owing o pres
sure o iy money by the close
aide of 4 Minister, However,
one can be sure it is o matter
of time before i case similar to
that of Ms. Hebbalkar turns up
anggain, like a bad penny.

School dropout rates go from bad to worse in Bihar and Assam

| DATA POINT I

Vignesh Rudhakrlshnan
Samreen Wani

here has been a marked
T mprovement in the share

of students  continung
education into higher grades in
2024 compared to 2009, across In-
din, without dropping out of
school. Overall, of every 100 girls
whao started schooling, over 80
completed their secondary educa
ton withoul dropping out n 2024
compared o just 735 in 2009,
Among boys, the corresponding
numbers were 77.2 and 724 in
2024 and 2019 respectively, show:
i an Inerease, thowgh to o lesser
degree,

However, desplte this improve-
ment at an all-India level, certain
muajor States such as Karnataks
and Rajusthan have recorded sl
nificant spikes in students drop-
phng out of upper primary and se-
condary schools, In Bihar and
Asgam -~ States where the dropout
rates were already concerning in
2019 the rates have slipped
further in 2024,

For instance, in Karnataka, of
thee 100 girls whe started sehooling
only 76.5 completed secondary
educatbon without dropping out in
2024 compared to 793 in 2009, Si-
milarly, for boys, the ratio declined
o 70.7 from 736, In Bihar, the ra
tio slipped from bad o worse in
the same period. OF the 100 girls
whao started schooling only 40,3
completed secondary eduention
without dropping out in 2024 com-
pared to 516 of them in 2019, Simi-
larly, for boys, the ratho declined to
38,8 from 51,2,

Table 1 shows the number of
students out of every 100 who
completed upper primary and se-
condary education in 2024 and
2009, The data is provided for all
major States across both genders,
In direct contrast to States such as
Bihar and Assam, whiere the situa
ton went from bad to worse, in
States sueh as Keeala and Tamil Na-

P —

du, the figures improved from
pood to excellent.

For instance, in Kerala, of the
100 boys who started schooling,
906 completed upper primary in
2019, which improved further to
100 in 2024, The number re
mained at 100 among girls for both
years, Similarly, of the 100 boys
whao started schooling, 88.3 com-
pleted  secomdary  edueation in

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he @ Windn.

Falling attendance

The figures in the tables are The Hindu's calculations based on data saurced from UDISE+

Tabla 1 Tabl

m fy

of studants oul of avery 100 who

complated upper primary and secondary education In 2024 [24) and
2014 [19), Upper primary: Class W 1o Y11, Secondary: Class X and X
®|n Kerala, of the 100 boys who started schaoling, 99.6 completed
upper primary in 2000, which Improved furthir bo 100 In 2034

Tabsle 3 The table ranks the States acrods sach
cohumn based on the Agures ghen in tabile 1, For
Invstan ce, Karnatakn was ranked number 1 in the fiest
cohimn as all the 100 boys who started schooling
complabed upper primany education n 2019

FIFTY YEARS AGD JANUARY 2, 1075

Move to delink jobs from
degrees runs into difficulties

New Delhi, Jan, 1z A proposal mooted by the
Unibon Education Ministry to delink jobs from
degrees s runndng into difficultes. A
preliminary sounding of various Economic
Minkstrbes has shown that none of them |s in
Fvour of employing persons who do not hold
degrees even for cass 11 peosts,

The proposal is by no means a new one, and
over 15 years ago, It was suggested by a
committes headed by M. A, Ramaswami
Muclaliar that a degree should not be considered
A pr-reguisite for certatn kinds of jobs under
the Government. But the Government has not
accepted this suggestion and for mest of the
posts under both the Central and State
Governments, o university degree is considered

Suddenly the Education Ministry has come to
think that the mad rush o eolleges and
universities could be reduced only iFa degree
wiis not insisted upon for certain types of jobs.
Even here, the sponsors of the proposal in the
Ministry are motivated only by a desine o
restriet admisston into higher institutes of
learning rather than to throw open jobs which
an bie held by persons with lower educational
aqualifications to non-degree holders,

At arecent meeting of the Central Advisory
Board of Education, considerable concern was
wexpressed over the disillusionment that has set
In among the educated youth beeause of the
large-scale unemployment among them, The
Education Minister mude an announcement that
shortly a committes would be set up to consider
the question of delinking jobs from degrees,

2019, which improved w 957 in Uppar primasy. Bescadary L Batendary
2024. The corresponding numbers 1
amongg girks were 93,2 and 97.5. v T as [as |29 |ae FECTRET]
Stmnilarly, in Tamil Nodu, of the l I l l |
100 boys wha started sehoaling, Karsh L na SN . 0 B -
99 completed upper primary in HP 00,7 | 905 | 928 1 G (8| L]z |2 1
ggéa'- i"...:f.'.;;m"u”;m;ﬁ’fiﬂ' Tomil Modu 0 U 03 | 02 | 804 EEEEEERDEREDE
proved from 97.5 to 100, In secon- Punja A7 (80 |me AREE  BECHEECIEREE. 5 | 1 | 5 4
dary schooling, among boys, the  Uttaraskhand | 022 [IE) ™o |65 [0 920 |34 | 10 |06 | e |1 | s [w| 4 st
number improved from 813 o Gon 054 (otn (913 |ma | 8 [ o [ 8 |w |38 3|6
80,2, and among girls, it mproved e [
from 89,4 1o 95,6, arashtra A14 | 803 L) L 11 | & a 6 | 12 T
While the absolute increase or Telangana THE | 866 | 4 (] ju|e |w|r
decrease In the share of school stu- Delhi w6 | 818 [] 4 | 3 | 7|6 |7 (6|8
dents who pass on o higher
prades without getting dropped i L e LLA B
it i one facet of the story, analys- Odisha 22 s | [ sw[u]a
figg the degree of inerease ar de- ue 873 | 953 | m.7 | | EERIRT
crease brings out further nuances,
To arrive at the degree of increase Tpurs A - = -
or decrense, the States were West Bengal | 924 |BTD | 1 [EURST)
ranked as shown in Table 2, Haryunn [ Ty « BT
For instance, in 2009, of the 100 K &4 | 940 | 861 w oW
girls who started schooling in Mah- -
arashtra, B3.5 leted secon: LN n
dary education, a figure similar to Magaland 82 | 888 | B85 ]
that of Umtarakhand that year. In Manlpur | 918 | 001 el
2024, Maharashtea's gures im.
proved o 90.5, however, Uttarak: S L =
hand's numbers increased even L 913 | 914 | 903 un
further to 92,8, While both States Sikkim 813 | W00 | A u
improved, the degree of rise was
steeper for Uttarakhand, Rajestian )
Because of this, in Table 2, Ut Gujarnt a5 L]
tarakhand's rankings improved Karmataks 0 736 | 1.7
fram 1ith to dth (for secondary ,,,
pils) while Makharashtea's rankings drhind RIS | B0 NI
fmproved only from 12th to Tth, Arunachal | TB2 | 87.1 | 79 | 804
States such us Gujarst have re- Assam 934 | 826 8.7
mained stagnant at the bottom of Maghala 07 | 178 | 765 | 821
the ranking table in both years. Ha- shsiav
ryana has recorded massive drops Bikar TEE | 65 | 811 | 654 W o w w
i dts rankings, The State was part IHDIA 911 | 92T | 006 | 93 | 724 | TI2 | TN | M0A thia first col

of the top 10 Hst in all school levels
across genders in 2009 and moved
osuit oof the list in 2024,

uIn Bihar, of the 169 girs who started schaolng, only 40.3 |
swcon dary educotion in 2024 comaored to 51.6 of them in 200

MIF\HWHM

1 I
whi started schoaling, anly 70.6
2010, the st

i

ol States

deserved.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD JANUARY 2, 1925
The capital of Norway.

Leafield (Oxford), Midnight, Jan. 1: The British
Government has been officially notfied by the
Norweglan Government that Christiana from
to-dliny reverts o its anclent name of Oslow,

I o Jending article an the subject the Times
says: “In this country all of us heartly desire
that our relations with Oslow may be as friendly
as our relatbons with Chrlstlana have been for
generations. We wish the capital of Norway
contmiation and expansion of the progress and
prosperity which she has enjoyed and

—+
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No cause for alarm

Slower loan growth should help lower
liabilities and boost household savings

HE METFINANCIAL liabilities of India's households went up to

T18.79 lakh crore in FY24 or 6.4% of gross domestic product

(GOP). Tob thisisa fairly substantial the levels

seen in the previous year when the liabilities were $15.96 lakh
crore or 3.9% of GDF. An analysis by CareEdge had shown that to be the
highest levels in many years and significantly higher than the pre-pan-
demic average of 3. 4% By that yardstick, the 6.4% of GDF for FY24
appears tot high. \‘hm isno reason foralarm. Given
the pmhfmuunnﬂenders —I:anks,ﬂnhar_h_-. and non-banking financial
companies — over the past decade, credit hasbeen growing at a brisk pace
in the last few years, Indeed, bank credit was growing at 15-16% before
it slowed to the current levels of 11-12%. As a CRISIL analysis shows,
households have been borrowing at a faster pace than they have been sav-
ing since the Covid-19 pandemic.

Lenders have been disbursing both secured loans such as mortgages
and unsecured loans including against credit cards, For instance, in the
FY20-24 period, housing loans from banks saw a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 1990, faster than the pre-pandemic CAGRof 15.5%
between FY09 and FY19. Personal loans from banks have grownat a CAGR
of 18.2%, notably faster than the 15.1% CAGR reported in the pre-pan-
demic decade. Again, credit card debt grewata CAGRof 21%in the FY 20-
24 period, far higher than the CAGR of about 12%in the decade of FY 09-
19. While mortgages fnrma big chunk ncfwnsumer loans, a substantial
portion hasbeent d for c stapl dla\:mtl:)naly,edu-
cation, and health. A part of this could turn inta bad Ipans. However, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has moved to curb unsecured consumer lend-
ing, believing it was getting out of hand in the absence of real-time data
oL ¢ Among the lator’s concerns was the fact that some
individuals were taking two or three loans simultaneously without the
lenders being aware of this. In November 2023 the RBI clamped down
on unsecured credit. Lending nor Iwith the riskweights
forsome unsecured retail loans raised from 100% to 125%,and the
weights for credit card loans hiked from 125% to 150%.

This is one reason why household leverage might well plateau by the
end of the current ﬂscaL Thalwuu]d in turn, improve net financial sav-
ings. Itisa fac t lincrease infinancial liabilities impacted
net household financial savings in FY 24, pulling it down to 5.3% of GDF.
‘While this was an improvement over the 5% of GDPin thptwmua yeat,

: Opinion

AST MONTH, THE Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) proposed significant
changes to its framework
governing algo trading. To
recap quickly, algorithmic trading, or
algotrading, refers toany trading activity
that automates trades, and does not

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO

® BIOTECH BOOM

Union minister Jitendra Singh

2025 will witness India assurning critical role in the

global biotechnology revolution..India is not only a
leader in biotechnology but is now at the centre of a
global biotech boom, which will foster innovation, create
jobs, and strengthen environmental commitments

® EVOLVING MARKETS
SEBI PROPOSAL SEEKS TO STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN REGULATORY CONCERNS AND INTERESTS OF STAKEHOLDERS

The future of algo trading

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partner, Finses Law Advisors

toplaceany
orders, or monitor prices.

There are two ways in which one can orders above sucl\ threshold would be
carry out :als\:utla,ﬂlngj'L for- treat: i

ward method is to use the algorithms
provided by the stock broker. The other

interface (API), which enable electronic
systems to connect with each other.
Think of it as a data pipe which carries
your algorithm. APls enable the trans-
mission of information,and asa result,a
third party can create a code that will exe-
cute itself on the broker's platform.

In the context of algo trading, third
parties provide their algo on say, plat-
form ¥, which is connected to the bro-
ker's platform through an APL Thus,
orders placed by the client on platform
X get passed on to the broker. Now, while
a broker can identify that an order is
cominginthroughan APLit cannotver-
ifyy that the order is an algo order.

In 2021, concerned with the rise of
unregulated algos, Sebi proposed to treat
all APl orders as algo orders. This was a
flawed departure from its mission to
encourage innovative and digital solu-
tiona inthe securities market, as the regu-
lator’s proposal would have saddled con-
nectivity between brokers and other
sophJ!tlcated players linked to them for

economists estimated it tobe a five-decade low. In that A isroom
for improvement. At the same lez the preliminary estimates from lhe

It appears that the
plr.lpma] has been ﬂ:rapped and after

Second, Sebl has pmpclsed to bring
“algo providers” (APs) within the regula-
tory ambit. These would be agents of
stockbrokers, similar w the wesem

person”orth b
broker concept. APs Id g
Esterwith the stock exchangeand get their
algm approved by the exchange. This

alongwithanewreport.

The proposed framework places sig-
nificant ibilities on stockbroker:
They would have to put systems in place
todetect, identify,and categoriseall orders
above the specified OPS threshold asalgo
arders. They would also have to ensure
that they can distinguish between algo
and non-algo orders. Further, brokers
would no longer be permitted to offer

would ensure Is responsi-
ble for customer grievances, and the

open APls, identification and
traceability of the vendor and end user.

malfunctioning algos. They would also
‘have to supervise/inspect that stockbro-
kers have the ability to distinguish
betweenalgoand non-algo orders, as well
as issue detailed operational modalities
«on theroles and responsibilities of stock-
brokers and APs, including risk manage-
ment systems for APLorders.

‘The present proposal thus seems tobe
moe carefully thought out, and seeks to
adopt an approach that strikes a balance
between theinterests of stakeholders and
Sebi's concemes. Inanother positive move,
in its last board meeting of 2024, Sebi's
Iboard granted approval for the recogni-
tionofa*Past Riskand Return Verification
Agency”(PaRRVA), which shall carry out
the verification of risk-return metrics
inter alia for algo trading.

There are still some points which
may require rethinking as algo trading
picks up, such as Sebi's earlier question

redress mechanism hether such restrictions of whether an algo should be a facility
deployed by Sebiwould be - i pwofmea- provided by a research analyst, invest-
available to AP clients. Indi- & turnaround HUMe  oreclikethe OPSthreshold | mentadviser,ora separate class of regu-
viduals who design their ~ must be specified  mayrequiremorethought. | lated entities altogether. With the pro-
own algoswould alsohave to to register algos, APIs have uses beyond a]g\:l liferation of artificial intelligence (A1),
get them approved by the including a fast- trading. The d ci roles, respc risks, and liabili-
stock exchanges through 9 H cular should not stand in | ties are getting redefined.
theirbroker. track registration 1oy of such use cases. However, there are few items that
The regulator has also for some such as The stock exchanges may require consideration soon, if not
sought to categorise algos white box algos ‘would also have to doa fair now. Forinstance, algos maybe designed
i i kbax bit of work. First, they must by AL Risks that may arise due to such

algos. White box algos, also
knownasexecution algos, are thosewhich

algorithms, where the logic, decision-
making processes, and underlying rules

and replicable. Elack box algos are those
icis not known to theuserand is
not replicable. For providing b]ackbnx

define the roles and
responsibilities of brokers and empan-
elled vendors, and lay down the criteria
and process of vendor empanelment. A
turnaround time must be specified for
registration of. alﬁg. including a fast-
track registration fior some such as white
box algos. Further, the exchanges would
have wdep]uyadmnumlmm&my

ired to conduct trad

instances must also be deliberated upon,
alongwith the roles and responsibilities
of the elements involved. While there
maynever be one right answer,and reg-
ulation of something as innovative as
algos or Al-based algos is bound to cre-
ate some unnecessary bureaucracy, itis
important for the regulator to at least
have a grip on something that could
impact on the markets.

R8BI show that the f] t o of GDP
from 10.9% in FY23, which |sabc|vE average and lhElESunz encouraging.
In the current year too, flows into mutual funds have been strong, insur-
ance premium collections are holding up, deposit ingat 10-11%,
and small savings too are growing, While the data for the current fiscal is
not available, the weaker personal credit lending should help lower liabil-
ities and boost savings. That's important because household savings
bankrolla large proportion of the country’s investment.

Cutting through the
hype on Al, RTO, and DEI

FROM A QUICK glance at 20247 top business headlines, you'd think all compa-
nieswere pushing return-to-office (RTO) policies, embracing artificial intelligence
{Al),and banishing diversity, equity, and inclusion {DEI) programmes. But as we
head into 2025, let’s remember that headlines don't always reflect reality.

Startwith RTO mandates. The media loves a scary back-to-the-office headline.
From the point of view of clicks, a strict five-day-a-week policy is gold. Even bet-
ter? If that policy applies to hbera]tech dweebs. Full points if it's a company that
once promised to work remotely forever, like X when it was still Twitter.

These headlines gain attention because they play to some readers” anxieties —
and others”schadenfreude. But the reality is that most o ies have accepted
‘hybrid work. Even Elon Musk had to back off his declarations of full RTO at X;
shortly after his initial, well-publicised demands, he conceded there'd be excep-
tions. He also shuttered some of the company's offices, meaning that all staff in
those locations had to go fully remote.

Texpect this duality to ramp upin 2025, with more companies loudlyannounc-
ingreturns to the office even as the majority quietly shrink theiroffice footprints
orcontinue to embrace hiybrid arrangements.

Om to generative AL Since ChatGPT burst onto the scene two years ago, we've
seen endless speculation about what such technology could do and how workers
mightuse it.In 2024, 75% of employees used generative Al at work, according to
asurveyby EY; that's much higherthan the 49%who said,in 2023, that theyantic-
ipated using it in the months to come.

a maore practical approach has been wr.l

posed.With respect to APl orders, Sebihas
suggested that an order per second (OPS)
threshold be specified, and that all AP1

algos,

a research analyst, and for each a]go a
research report would have to be main-
tained. In case of any change in the algo

monitoring of algo orders and trades, and
put in place a standard operating proce-
dure for algo testing. Further, they must

logic, it

have the ability tousea kill switch tostop

Co-authored with Parker Karia and

Pragya Garg, respectively senior assaci-
ateand associats, Fnses Law Adivisors

Virtual companions, real consequences

It is imperative to set up legal frameworks and ethical
guidelines that safeguard users, especially those most
vulnerable, from unintended consequences of AI

ROHIT KUMAR SINGH

Former secretary, department of consumer affairs, & mermber,
Mational Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission

THE HEARTBREAKING STORY of Sewell
SetzerIll,a 14-year-old boyin the USwho
took his own life after forming an emo-
tional attachment to an artificial intelli-
fgence (Al) chatbot on Character.Al has
sparked dehates about the etl\l.ca'l and

However, existing laws such as the Infor-
mation’ Act(ITAct), 2000,and

However, prowng ausa]lt'_v betwean

stricter oversight and clearer guidelines
on hy chathots

thei’.'ongumerl"mctl.on.ﬁncuuklpaten
tially be invoked in cases where harm is
caused by Al-based applications.

Under the IT Act, intermediaries

ani omelike
suicide is legally complex In India’s cur-
rent legal environment, it would be diffi-
cult to hold developers directly responsi-
ble unless there was clear evidence that
had therisks and failed

legal of Al devel In
the Indian context, this case raises pro-
found questions about how our legal sys-
tem should respond to similar tragedies
invobving AL

Al's role in mental health:
Adouble-edged sword

{whichc ms hosting Al

chathots) are granted certain protections

fromliability aslongas they donot know-

ingly allow harmful content or interac-

tions, However, this protection becomes
¥

totake appropriate action.

should interact with users. In Moffats vs
AirCanada, the British Columbia Civil Res-
alution Tribunal found Air Canada liabla
for misinformation given to a consumer
by an Al chatbot on its website, and
awarded damages. India can leam from

b by fvely introduc-

The need for regulatory
safeguards

India must work on specific regula-
i I systems’ethical use in

in
ally d\‘;l“;ed conversations. If an Al chat-

sensn:lue areas like mema] health, Poten-

o bl

a —espe
acting with vulnerable populations like
hildh Thisc

requiting platforms hosting Al chatbots

Al-powered chathots are increasingly bot were found to have c toa R Tude: toconduct regular audits and risk assess-
i as i ftendesigned  user® 1 di = Mandatory safe-  mentsor mandating that these systems
to simulate human interaction and pro- suicide, could the plat- In the case of Al guards: Developerscould include built-in mechanisms for detect-

vide emotional support. While such sys- formbeheldliableunder i impl ing

tems can be beneficial for individuals  Indianlaw? Theansweris chatbots, one could safeguards in chathats

g Ith  farfrom clear. argue that developers  that detect signs of dis-  Call for collective responsibility
Butifthelast bullet train, h ant risks, duty of care tress or suicidal ideation, While regulatory frameworks are
fior Al, as my Bloomberg Opinion colleague Parmy particularly when ing with vul- Negligence and i of hm and direct users toward essential,a mlngﬁgedlmlunzﬂewﬂ
Olsonwrote recently,we maybe heading fora*slov- nerable papulations like teenagers. duty of care: Can s “"l“' mayform  pofessional help. Setzer s requiresacollectiveeffortfrom
down at the station”. That slowdown could pr In Sewell’s case, his mother believes devel 5 be held . T monitor
the next, more realistic phase in the “hype cycle”,a that his ubs.esslr.ln with an Al chatbat accountable? latforms theirchildren'senlinei closely,
phrase coined by Gartner to describe tec based from Game should be transparent especially when using emotionally intel-
dla.nge First,a newtechnulogytﬂggersasurge in of Thrones contributed to his mental Inindia, negligenceis typécally defined about how their a]g!mthmg WD!k and  ligent Al systems. Educators and mental

“inflated expectations”, which is followed by a

"trougho:

become apparent. Gradually, people figure out how

SARAH G ﬂlethhagcanactua]lybeud.andpeop]e’hupm-

“asthetec itation:

decline, The chathot responded in ways
that may have deepened his emotional
distress rather than alleviating it. This
tragic incident highlights the potential
d ‘emaoti ligent AT

CARMICHAEL ! i aaisbrn

ing there Alin2025.
#loomicerg Butifth year brings me over-
age of Al I expect the opposite is true of DEL In the
last couple of acs, T ht-wing activists have made a undu b Dflt_And]dnn’t
think Presidenty ¥]n dt whi it ag
them to hold their fire.
But the reality is messier than the DEl-doomer headlines suggest. Yes, some very
large companies, mt]ml.dated by activist shareholders and legal threats, have

announced ¢ F But klash Many com-

\ain convinced thatit
DE[wogmmmes Iemntfmdle]argestpusslbleta]en‘tpw], assess workers aCcu-
wlthmtlmp]l.clt hias; free of overt racial

I, t h discrimina-

g

nr\mlldlm gend
i

crimination”claims.)

Others willintegrate data-driven DEI practicesinto core managerial functions —
an approach that could actually yield better results for women and minorities. For
example, rather than demanding every finalist pocl contain at least one "diverse”
candidate {a backlash-spalkl.ng plal:tlce that has not resulted in more diverse hir-
ing),HR could i that cording to clear, objective, consistent cri-
teria—including ‘culture fit”Ani

T chended up hiring 465
according to sdmlarshlp by foan CWilliams.

‘We might be done with DE] as an acronym. But the practice, whatever we call it,
willevolve tofita newera, Evolving is something that weall have todo — butwecan't
do it skillfully unless we can cut through the hype.

that fol-

tems that are not equlpped‘m handle
complex human emotions respansibly.

India’s legal landscape:
Alack of specific regulation
Im India, the legal f sur-

as abreach of duty that results in harm to

anotherperson. Toestablishnegligence, it

what data

health

mus(bepmmthatthedeﬂmdam owed
a duty of care to the plaintiff; the defen-
dant breached that duty; the breach
caused harm or injury.
In the case of Al chatbots, one could
arguethat developers owe a duty of care
attach-
ments to these systems. If the chathot’s
a user's mental

rounding Al is still evolving. Currently,
there are no specific | ming the

healthissues. Drﬁﬂ todirect them toward
‘henneeded, this could

8
useofAlil itk

3 5E00 &

breachofduty.

THE EDITOR

Stagflation fears

The slowdown in the capes of India
Inc iz a direct consequence of the

lack of demand. If this trend continues,
it could lead to stagflation. The
collections of direct taxes will have

to be carefully monitared. Money
supply has increased with all kinds of
schemes being offered by the ruling
political parties to remain in pawer.
Without growth, this is a recipe for

stagfiation and the condition of rural
microfinance companies is already
showing signs of stress. Small and
medium-sized enterprises are facing
difficulties in finding labouwr because
offree rations. It does not loak like the
government is too concerned about
the structural problems; and once
stagfiation hits the economy

it can rock the nation in
wnimaginable ways.

—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

» Ethical guidelines: Just as doctors
and therapistsare bound by ethical guide-
lines when d.ea]mgwm\ patl.ems devel-

Al

about the potential risks posed by these

technologies.
Aswe continue integrating Alinto our
]IUE! in increasingly intimate ways, it is
ive that we establish legal frame-

Ang
gymms should follow ethical standards
designed to protect users from harm.

Comparing international
approaches: Lessons for us

The US, where Sewell's tragedy
occurred, is also grappling with how best
to regulate Al systerns. There are calls for

Climate financing

Apropos of "Here's why there's hope
far chmate financing® (FE, lanuary 1),
the COP2% summit at Baku ended on
adisappointing note without any
consensus on mebilising funds to
support climate mitigation activities
of developing countries. india dubbed
the sorcalled agreement an "optical
illusion". Smaller naticns are squeezed
n resource crunch and

works and ethical guidelines that safe-
guard users — particularly those who are

con-
sequences. The tragic death of Sewell Set-
zer 111 serves asa sobering reminder of the
power technology holds over our lives —
and the urgent need for accountability in
its development and deployment.

fighting climate risks and greenhouse
‘gas emissions that have been
contributed largely by developed
countries. Developing countries seek
the proposed finance for climate
mitigation to be provided in the farm
of grants and not loans. Besides, the
terms of the finance proposed to raise
4300 billion annually are ambiguous.
—RY Baskaran, Chennai
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