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Why the prestige of doctors is eroding

very July st India
abserves National
Dioctor's Diry, to honour
the legacy of Dr. Bidhan

l'l nelra Roy, However, in recent
this commemoration has
l:m:ml' avershadowed by more
wislble policy events such as the
rollout of the Goods and Services
T i 2007 and the
implementation of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita in 2024, This
erosion of a symbolic space
reserved for doctors is
symprtomatic of 1 deeper shifl: &
slow and complex eroston of the
moral aithority, public trust, snd
professhonal respect that
physiclans firmly held,

Epldemiologieal transithon
This dechine is ot due to a failure
af medicine; rather, it s due to its
extraordinary success, To
understand this shift, we must
look beyond day-to-day grievances
and dive deep into what public
health scholar A. Omeran (1971)
deseribed as the ‘epidemiological
transition’, He describes how
societies evolve in their disease
patterns, As populations maove
From poverty to prosperity, the
dlominant bealth threats shift from
infectious diseases and nutritional
defickencies to chronic,
non-communicable diseases and
eventually to a complex
coexistence of bath,
Superimpaosed on this s the
demaographie transiton, marked
Iy falling birth and death rates,
agelng populations, and shrinking
Family units. Together, these
transitions radically redefine both
the public’s expectation of
medicine and the role of doctors.
Inmedbeval times, the social
vole of the healer was mediated
not by sclentific inguiry but by
moral authority, religious
education, and ritsal purity,
Medical advice was as likely to
eome from clengy or spirius
Figures as from trained phy

Academic and public

health plyslclan,
Wiews are persenal

As the world
faces a dual
burden of
Infectious and

Isolation of penicillin, medicine
accpuired a cloak of rationality and
predictability. Before the Victorian
era, surgeons had the same social
standing as barbers. They were
elevited to professional seatus
when the knife, supported by
chloroform and antisepsis, began
to promise not agomy but a cure.
These were the frults of an age
driven by the curiosity of lone
experimenters; public

Ik e arurl acnchormh

less salt, bess screen time, and less
ek meat, which contradicts the
freedoms of the modern
comsumer life. 1t is hard to respect
the messenger when the message
feels lke moral policing,

Caught in the crossfire

‘What worsens this fracture of
public trust is that the discoveries
anee driven by individual
scbentific curfosity have become
P The

Idealism, After these discoveries,
doctars were seen as smvicurs and
mirache workers, wlekding tools
that bent nature. But llllsmlden
e, too, was ith

frults of medicine are no longer
shaped by seademie purity but
monetised by conglomerates,
wrapped In patents, and pitioned

Sclence becomes commerce
Stage four of the epldemiologieal
transition (currently ongodng in
many countries) ks marked by
delayed degenerative diseases, It
has browght about a longer life but
nat a necessarily better one. The
quality of life deterlorates even as
costs escalate, In stage five, with
emerging and re-emernging
disenses (such as the COVIDAS
pancdemic), uncertainty rules
aggain, Today, as India (and the
world) faces this dual burden of
infectious and chronic diseases,
the expectatbons from medicine
are more fraught than ever.
Dengue persists alongside

U sherculosis coexists.
with obesity related disord

a8 lal products, What
began as a public good has
become a market offering, Doctors
serve as foot soldiers In an
Inclustrial healtheare complex,
absorbing public frostrathon that
cannot reach corporations or
policymilkers.

Lifestybe changes, now central
to chronie disease care, require
moral discipline that instimtions
cannot enforce. Political freedom
and personal sutonomy often
clash with behavioural mandates.
Obesity developed through
comstant ordering from food
debivery apps, and insomnia
developed through endless
scrolling on sockal media, cannot
be fieed by medicine, Doctors are
left prescribing restraint in an age

While infections are largely
controllable tat a cost),
isenses are relentless. The
treatment of hypertension,
depresslon, or mutolmmune
Hinesses affers no clear endpoint,
There I8 no one-shee-fits-all

solution; instead, we are handed
complex risk algorithms, Hlestyle
preseriptic dhefy mad
abundance, and therapies that
offer more probabilicy than
certainty. In this climate, doctors

anie

are no longer seen as custodians of

miraeulous cures but as
of advice that is often

That changed rapidly with the
divwn of scientific breakthroughs
auring the Industrial Revolution,
From Pasteur's germ theory o
Koch's postulates and from the
discovery of anaesthesia to the

chronic d

the expectations
from medicine
are mine
Traughe than
ever

unaffordable, frequently
Incomprehensible, and
oecasionally neffective, Statlstics
have replaced certainty. Protocols
have repliced personalisation, A
physician today must recommend

af indul and are exg 1o
debiver mirae ke outeomes in o
world where both disease and
cure are entangled in
sociopolitieal contradietions
beyond thelr contral,

Modern mediclne no longer
affiers the elariy or fafrness the
public expects, Uil a new
Pasteurian-lHke breakthrough
emerges for treating
nom-communicable and
degenerative diseases, doctors,
caught between belng healers,
techniclans, and scapegoats, must
navigate a fractured moral
landscape, Clinkcal encounters
now resemble negotiations, with
even advice met with suspicion.
Dosctors are not falling: they are
operating in a world where
societal expectatbons outpace
what medicine can reliably deliver,

Janaki, Zumba, and everything in between
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avigating the cultural
N landscape these days is

akin o treading a mi-
mefield, It s becoming evident
that the most innocuous crea:
thee expressions can blow up
oy became heated controver-
shes, Over the past week in
Keerali, everything from a chis
rcter named Janaki in a film
o Zumba dance performanc-
es by school students has an-
pered some section or the oth-
er. Religion happens to be the

while film bocies in Kerala are
up i arms agaknst the body,

Questioning moral values

While these two controvershes
raged on, joyful videos of
school students of all ages
dancing together in Zumba

duce  a

for girls and beys,
The ruling Left Den
refused to back dowr

kustty,
by thee

The CPIM) General Se
Flueation Minis

tiomallst lesson i a e

thonal {ssues, but they

ender-
uniform in schools and to do
wway with separate benches

neutral

nocratic

Front (LDF) government his

1on its

Zumba plan, The General
Edhucation Minister, V. Sivan-
ald that the stand taken
groups will only help
el majority communalism,

cretary,

M.A. Baby, who as the Stite
in 2008
faced o controversy over a m-

wtho

skl that religlous organisa-
tions can comment on educa-

cannot

common  thread  running | classes filled soclal media i | dictate terms,

through  maost  of  these | melines in the State, The Kera- Curiously, the Bharatiya

controversies, L government launched Zume | Vichara Kendra Sangh Pa-
ba sessions in schools and | rivar think tank, also criticised

What's in a name? colleges this academie year as | the State Hover t for pro-

Though the regional office of
the Central Board of Film Cer-
tification (CBFC) cleared the
film Janaki ws State of Kerala
starring  Union Minister Su-
resh Gopl, the CBFC head-
quarters in Mumbai demand-
ed a change in the tile as well |
as of the name of the tukar
character, Janaki, which is
another name for goddess Si-
ta. They told the filmmakers
through unofficlal channels
that a survivor of sexual vio-
i be named after
s of another
Illl'l'l. Token Number, were also
foroed to change the name of a
character from Janaki to i
thi after the Board objected w
a character with that name
hawing a relationship with a
wman mamed Abraham.

Given such arbitrary direc
tives, it will likely become im-
possible to use a common
mame ina film's title or for a
character, These instances
shaow a disturbing endency of
the CHFC taking over the du-
ties of the “hurt sentiments’
group and widening the scope
of censarship, The Kerala High
Court has pulled up the CHFC,

clothes”

conse
Froups in
lamie Organisation
Sunni Yuvajana Sangham, the
youth wing of the §
Kierali Jumbyyathul Ulima, op-
posed the plan, branding the
aeroble dance workout
thee ms o degradation of "moral
values™ and a violatlon of Is-
lamie religlous values, Some
ne | cleres clalmed that students
will be made o wear “skimpy
while  performing
Zumba even though the st
dents were seen wearing thelr
school uniforms in all the vie
deas on social media.
Such opposition toa relax
g workout revealed the mis-
ogyny of the clerics as well as
their fears about the inter
mingling of genders. In the
past, citing religious reasons,
some of these Islamic organi-
satbons have opposed the go-
vernment’s decision to intro-

a part of its efforts o reduce
stress and channelise the in-
terests and energy of students
awiy from drugs into positve
alternatives,
Howewer, even this made a
section of people unhappy. Ul
al Isdmmist
g Wisdom Is-
and the

thve

masthi

suech as Zumba. It clin
the government's J

Beyond the cultural

tion have had  dire
quences. Two days

his parents, both pract

edly denbed him
o | and treatment,

clreumstances,

Worrying trend

the religious spectrun

lur outlook, The gove
and civil soclety need

such intolerant voices,

nt
mating  “foreign practices”

el that
ks was

tow slcdeline yoga tralners,

sphere,

the campalgns of orthodox 1s-
lumie groups against vaccina-

conse:
ago, @

oneyearokl child died of
Jaundice in Malappuram after

itioners

of allernative medieine, alleg-

ination

hey also bu-
rhed the child in mysterious

Irw Kerala, there are an increas.
g number of fundamentalis
volces from different sides of

1. Their

narrow diktats on creative ex:
presslons as well as on lssues
that are beyond the boundar-
bes of their understanding on
religion does not augur well
for a Seate that takes pride in
its general progressive, secu-

mment
o push

Back with all vigour to lsolate

Voter verification drive in Bihar: too little time, too many hurdles

Within a month, a staggeri

DATA POINT

Hahul Shastel

he Election Commission of
T India {ECI) recently issued

an order for holding Spe-
chal Intensive Revision of Electoral
Rolls for Bihar, This exercise will
then be carried out in all the
States, The order is antithetical o
the traditbon of this august insti-
tion, From the first election held in
independent India, the ECI has
played o heroke role in seeding de-
racy through active voter en-
ment and protection of the
right to vote of the disadvantaged.

Theugh the s facing a cred-
ibility crisis of lae, this initiative is
surprisingly radical, And unless it
s substantially modified, it will dis-
proportionately  disenfranchise
the poor and deprived electors ir
respective of thelr party prefe
rence, We will leave the thormy
questions of legality to the experts
and just focus on the scale of the
wenture and its practicability with-
in the proposed timeline,

As per the divective, all indivi-
cluals who have not been featured
i the electoral rolls of 2008 need
to prove their citizenship as per
the Citzenship (Amendment) Act,
2003, and Rules. Broadly, if the
2003 electoral roll festures nearly
all individuals who were 18 years
or older then, these individuals,
mow 40 years and obder, get a di-
rect entry Into the proposed elec:
toral roll, How many then have to
go through the hoops?

The affected population

In 2020, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare published a repaort,
Population Projections for India
and States 200136, The report estl-
mmates the current voting age popu-
lation of Bihar w be B.08 crore,
About 59% of this population (4,76
erore individuals) is 40 years old
and under, The ECI, from July 1 to
July 31, requires this staggering
numbser to prove citbzenship,

i

FROM THE ARCHIVES

In dts press note of June 28, the
ECT stated that the electorate
count in Bihar s 7.9 crore, As per
the ECL, as "4.96 crore of the 7.9
erore already have thelr names in
the kst intensive revision of electo-
ral rolls™ in 2003, just 294 crome
individuals will need o submit
thetr eligibility documents,

This is clearly an oversight. The
electoral roll of 2008 for Bilar did
have around 4,96 crore indivi-
cluals. By our caleulations from the
reports of the Sample Reglstration
System, arocund 1.1 crore of them
are dead, The ECI has taken them
off the rolls.

Plus, there s sizeable number

lation  projections. The ECI re-
quires this staggering magnitude
o prowve s eligibdlity o vote with-
in o month,

Proof of citizenship
What s this prool of eligibility?
The ECI says a copy of one docu:
meent i a st of 1l needs o be pre-
sented. Seems simple? Perhaps for
some other State, but certalnly not
for a document-scarce State such
as Bihar. Let us list the 11 docu-
ments and ook at the data that is
publicly available for our demao-
graphic of 1840 yeurs,

The first Is ldentity card/pen-
slon card of Stae mwernm it/
Central g lic sector

of people who have per
migrated out of Bihar, As per
papeer by Pinak Sarkar, Professor at
the Tata Institute of Social Scienc
es, derbving from the Census, 93
nkh people permanently migrated
out of Bibar between 2000 and
2010, Even i migration has slowed
abit after 2001, an average of § lakh
out-migrants a year from Bihar in
the period 200524 would mean a
total of 1,76 crore out-migrants,

If the share of those over 18
of age in the 1,76 crore group
is the same as the proportien in
the  Bihar  population,  this
amounts o 94 lakh voters who
have migrated out of Bihar perma-
nently. If even one fourth of them
remadn electors in Bihar, 70 lakh
are no Jonger electors in Bihar and
are voting elsewhere in India. The
ECT wouled hive taken them off the

e, of the 4,96 crore elee:
tors in the 2003 list, if we remove
these wha are dead and these wha
have migrated from Bihar perma-
nently, around 316 crore electors
remain in the |1|wm|| eount of Bl
har’s elec se 306 crore
peophe wmwm' 50 o the 2003
list co nest meedd to submit any elig
ibility documents. The rest of the
474 crore  individuals (7.9
crore-316 crore) need to submit
their documents.

This figure ks very similar o cur
4,76 crore estimate based on popu-

umh'mllilnu As Fl'rlllt‘ 2022 caste
census, 20,47 lakh Biharls have go-
vernment jobs, Fewer than half of
them will be from the 18-40 age
group and pertain to less than 2%
of this group,

The second Is an ldentity card
insued before July 1, 1967, This is
not applicable,

The third is a birth certificate.
As per the Natbonal Family Health
Survey-3, 28% of Blhar's popula:
tion barn between 2000 and 2005
possess i birth certificate, Much of
our age growp of interest was born
before 2000, so a negligible pro-
porton possesses this document.

The fourth s a  passport.
Around 24% of Bihar's population
possess a passport. The share
would be higher in the 20-40 age
group but would net reach double
cligits.

The fifth is & matriculation cer-
tificate, Deriving from the Natlonal
Family Health Survey-2 and Na-
tonal Family Health Survey5,
around 45-50% of 18-40-year-olds
are matriculite, As of 2 0,
there is a 10% point gap overall
between male matrieulates and fe-
vale meatricul fermales are at a

definite disadvantage
The sixth is domicile, In-mi-
grants in Bi re an insignificant

proportion of the population,
The seventh is a forest rights
certificate. The share of Scheduled
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4.76 crore people will have to prove thelr citizenship in order to vote in the next election

“Tribes (ST in Bihar is1.3%, accord-
ng to the 2001 Census. OF them,
those living In forests form a much
lower share,

The eighth is an Other Back-
ward  Classes  (OBC)/Scheduled
Castes (SC)/ST certificate. Data
from the India Human Develop:
ment Survey-2, analysed by Profes.
sor Ashwini Deshpande and Ra:
Jesh Ramachandran in The India
Forum, notes that around 20% of
SCa, 18% of OBCs, and 38% 5Ts had
a caste certificate. Considering
that almost no upper castes pos-
s caste certificates, around 16%
of Biharks possessed a caste certih-
eate In 200012 when this survey
wis conducted. Those eligible in-
dividuals who are 30-40 years of
age today would already have ob-
talned a caste certificate by 2012
had they wished; even if the rest
ohtain caste certificates in a higher
proportion, overall not more than
one n four households are Bkely
o possess this document,

The ninth is the National Regls-
ter of Citizens. This is applicable
solely o Assam.

The tenth is the family register,
This {5 also not applicable o Bihar,

The lase is a land/house allot
ment certificate by the govern:
ment, There s no data ivailable on

and allotment certificates. House

allotment certificates seem applic:
able o government employees
availing government housing. No
such certificate bs given o benehcl
aries of schemes such as the Prid-
lhan Mantra Griom Awas Yojana,

Most peo
lIatlon certificate are unlikely w ap-
ply for a passport, a governmeni
jnl:. or a caste certificate, By the

ECT's new rule, the matriculation
certificate has effectively become
the main eligibility proof for voters
aged 18 to 40, This shifts us from
adult franchise o a system that fa
vours only matriculates, As a e
sult, around 2.4 crore-26 crore
aple who had to leave school due
w0 poverty may now be left out of
the voters’ list,

The final number of people dis-

enfranchised will be even larger
than this if we add the over 40-
year-olds who have been missed in
the 2005 voters' list and those over
40 whose present names don't
match with those in the 2003 vot-

g list. These hundreds of likhs of

peopke will lose thelr constitution-
al right to vote not because they
are {llegal migrants but because
they are illegible to a State which
lacked the capacity to issue birth
certificates, render basic educa
tion, or issue caste certificates o
the deprived castes. A State canmot
penalise so many people for its
own shortcomings,

Why not Aadhanr?

This alse begs a simple qmﬂk 00
/8]

the ECEallows for OF
tificates, why is Aadh
loweed I the proal of kentity docu-
ment for o caste certificate s
Aachaar? It shoubd not be that
Andhaar's major flaw Is thae it is
more avallable
the Bihar population possess it
Dows the ECH beliewve that it has is-
sued voter cards to non-citizens?
Alse, whey not allow ration cards?

Vet, even if the list of allowable
documents is modified 1o be more
inclusive, the project will disen-
franchise people or become a bu-
reaucratic waste because of the
sheer paucity of time.

Lt us suppose that all the 4.76
crore whio are asked w submit doce
uments do so: that is, on an aver:
age, 195 lakh per constituency.
Each constituency has one electo-
ml mﬂslr.llh:n officer (ERD) who

du-

around H0th of

@he M@ Find,

FIFTY YEARS AGD JULY 1, 1975

Detention without
assigning grounds:
ordinance issued

The President has promulgated an ordinance
amending the Maintenance of Internal Security
Act (MISA) to empower the Central and State
Governments to detain any person upto a
maximum pertod of one year during the
operation of the Emergency, without assigning

any grounds for the detentbon,

The ordinunce isued ke last night under

Article 123 of the Constitution, however,

stipulates that the detaining awthority has o

miake a declaration
persen concerned

and communicate it o the
that the detention is

necessary “for effectively dealing with the

Emergency.”

When the orders for detention hive been
passed by a subordinate authority, it has tw be
reviewed by the State Government within 15

days of the lssue of the necessary decla

tion, It

will cense to have any effect unbess it has been
confirmed by the State Government. The
aquestion whether the detention of a person
should be continued shall be considered by the
appropriate Government within four months of

the date of the original declaration and

thereafter at intervals not exceeding four

months in each case,

The ordinance empowers the Central and
State Governments to detaln a person without
disclosing the grounds for detention during the
operation of the Emergency or a period not
exceeding 12 months whichever is shorter, but it
also provides for the extension of detention of
the sume person beyond one year through a
fresh order issued under the amended act.

A YEARS AGO JULY 1, 1925

other imp

Ik‘N (The BCT website has no infor-
mathon on there being any assis-
tant EROs In Bihar) In the 62 days
between July | and Awguast 31, they
hinve to serutinise almaost 2 lakh ap-
plications, prepare a draft roll, is-
sue o notice, and Lunch o suo mo-
o enguiry to each elector whose
eligibility is doubted, That is a su-
perhuman task,

Rahul shasir i a esearcher assaciated with
haarsit ol Abelypan

2025

Bolsheviks and India

Laondon, June 29: Colonel Sir Walter De Frece
asked whether the Government of India had
recently received any indication of Bolshevik

agitatbon in Indla or en the Frontber,

| Winterton replied he was not quite sure

what Sir Walter De Frece meant by Bolshevik
agitation, Attempts at Bolshevik propaganda in
Inddin and the Frontier were continuous and
openly advocated by Communist leaders in

Hussin,

AW
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Roll crunch

The ECIS rushed intensive electoral
revision in Bihar risks voter exclusion

lections in India feature a larger number
E of voters from among the poor and mang-

nalised secttons when compared o the
West, offering them the best outlet to register
their views while choosing their representatives,
“The Election Commission of India (ECI has done
yeoman work in increasing voter partici pation by
easing the registration process, allowing the poor
in even less developed States to vote enthusiasti-
wally. On Saturchay, the ECI initiated a "Special In-
tensive Revision” of electoral rolls in Bihar ahead
of Assembly elections schedubed in October. The
ohjective of ensuring an aceurate electoral roll is
eonstitutionally sound as this inchades sdding all
eligible citizens and eliminating ineligible voters
such as the dewd, those who have shifted and also
mon-citizens. However, the hurred tmeline and
the documentation requirements For verification
raise serbous concerns about the potential exclu-
slon of genuine voters, The ECT has said that Bi-
har's Draft Electoral Rolls, as of January 1, 2025,
stand at close to 7.96 crore electors. It has also
sabd that 4.96 erore individuals, who were on the
2003 electoral roll, will not need to submit fresh
documents, and for thelr children, only an ex-
wract of the 2003 roll can serve as prool for their
parents. However, the Agure from 2000 s not
static. A significant number has either passed
away or migrated. The Hindu's Data Point esti-
mates this attrition to be arund L8 crone, Thus,
the mumber of living, resident electors from the
2003 list eligible for simplified verification is clos-

er to 3,16 crore, Consequently, the actual figure of

those who need to provide fresh documents for
enrolment would be choser to 4.74 crore.

These individuals would have to prove their
ehector status within a month when the draft roll
s prepared, Their claims and objections will have
10 be filed within a month after that, which is too
short a period, The challenge is compounded by
the ECI's illustrative list of 11 acceptable docu-
ments, Bihar has historically lagged in birth regis-
tration, with very few in possession of birth cer-
tificates. The possession of other “official”
docisments such is matriculation certificates and
government-issued 105 also remain bow among a
large section of the population, especially the

poor and the less educated, The exclusion of

widely available documents such as Aadhaar or
current ration cards s also puzling as these are
more accessible w Bihar's marginalised com-
munities. Considering the enormity of the exer-
cise, the ECI should reconsider its approach,
Such an intensive revision should be conducted
over a much extended period, and for all States,
and completed before the 2029 general election,
rather than rushing it through before the As-
sembly election. The integrity of the electoral
process demands caution and time, especially
when dealing with the fundamental right t vote,

lac blic events
here have been nine stampedes in India
T in the past 12 months, with six of them at
religious gatherings. This includes the
most recent one, at the storied Jagannath tem-
ple's annual chariot procession in Purd, Odisha,

early on June 20, Three people were killed and
mone than 50 injured, Acknowledging "negli-
gence "and "security lapses”, the State govern-
ment was swift to order a probe, The centuries-
wld chariot procession is an anmal and month-
long event between June and July. But the heart
wof the festival is the nine-day chariot procession,
or Rath Yatra, when Lord Jagannath trivels with
his two siblings, Balabhadra and Subhadra, to
their aunt Gundicha’s home. About half a million
devortees visit the three-kilometre radies around
the temple, While a full investigatbon is pending,
il reports suggest that tell-tale signs of a stam-
pede were overlooked.

On the first day of the yatra, officials paused
the drawing of Lord Jagannath's chariot around
7.45 pum. because of an ‘unprecedented rushy', al-
lowing only Balabhadra's amd Subhadra's cha-
riots to move, The Jagannath chariot was moved
symbalically and deferred Hll early on Saturday,
In the intervening hours, about 750 devotees
were hospitalised due o heat, debydration, and
erowd stress, Eyewitnesses reported that a com-
mon exit gate was closed o create a separate
“VIP entry,” forcing everyday pilgrims to exit
throagh the same entrance path that was already
congested. A single eorridor that was being used
for the flow in both directions resulted in more
congestion, amplifying crowd pressure. The de-
layed arrival of the chariot also caused a bottle-
meck outside the Gundicha temple just before
dwn. With exhausted pilgrims, merged traffic
flows and no exit access, the stage was set for a
tragedy. Further, trucks with ritual materials en-
wered this zone at 4.20 a.m. This unexpected
movement shattered stalls, woppled devotees and
eriggered panic, This daily has highlighted India's
tawdry record in crowd management, at religious
gatherings, celebrity-studded events, political
rallies or post sporting festivities. Given that the
climate discourse is at front and centre globally,
providing thermal comfort, hydration facilities
and taking precautions to shield women, chil-
dren and the elderly from the heat especially dur-
ing peak summer should have been woven into
the conduct of the rath yatra years ago. As for
ViPs, one way is to restrict any privileged entry
and to provide access at the beginning or at the
end of festivities, allowing other visitors predicta:
ble and barrier-free access, But the best way s to
end India’s entrenched VIP culure.
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In a perilous world, India must read the tea leaves well

nalia’s forelgn policy is currently facing an

existential erisis. The second term of the

Trump administration, which had

previously been welcomed by India, has
upset India’s carefully erafted foreign policy. The
recent India-Pakistan conflict should also be
viewed as a ‘wakeup call’. As details of the extent
of China’s military connections to Pakistan and of
equipment transfer tumble out, India mist take
fiatee.

MNext to the China-Pakistan nexus in the region,
it s Indlin’s approach to events in West Asia and
the Israel-Tran conflict that clearly need a relook.
Inddia has tried, not very successiully, to sit on the
fenoe s far as the current lscael-Iran war is
concerned, but it probably needs to think
through what is best in its interest, The stakes
have become higher with the Unibed States
invalbving itsell directly in the lsrellean confliet,
which saw it using, for the first time, its GBLAS7
bunker buster bomb to destroy Iran's nuclear
Facilities mt Fordow, Natan and another
embedded nuclear site. Neutrality s no longer an
option, and despite the announcement of a
ceasefire, the possibility of an all-out war is a
dhistinet possibility,

A term that is no longer taboo

With the use of the GBU-57 precision guided
bestmbas, thae conflict in West Asia has clearly
attained a new dimension. The dreaded "N word®
i no Jongger taboo, Hence, the question that India
needs to answer is whether it can continue to
ke up its stance of neutrality. The situation is
turning increasingly comples and it is no longer a
mere wakeup call for India and countries across
the globe. The threat has become all to real.

It may be too far-fetched to assert that a
neutral India is 'friendless’ in the world of today,
Alook at the state of affairs that concerns India
wothd suggest, bowever, that this could well
become the case < and that it could continue for
quite some Hme in the future, India’s professed
leadership of the Global South and its patronage
of nations across West Asia brought it no
dividends during the recent India-Pakistan
confliet, Instead, India has since been reminded
= if this was needed - that it confronts two
haostile nuclear powers in its neighbourhood,
hath of whom would have no moral
compunetions in utilising nuclear weapons, if the
opportinity irose, Hence, India canniot, amy

langer, afford to believe t s current policies
are bearing frut, A correct reading of 'the tea
leaves' as they exist at present s essental for

Inlin's present and its future,

Donald Trmp's "Make America Great Again'
(MAGA) policies are today adversely impacting
Indlia at bevels other than just trade and
economics, The ULS. President’s claims to have
effected a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
following the short India-Pakistan conflict in May
~ gormething that India contradicts, but which

LK. Narayunan
is & fommer Directos,
Intelligence Buseau,
a larmer National
Security Adviser, and

a larmer Gavernoe
al West Bergal

A changing
world does not
seem to favour
India's
Tong-held policy
prescriptions; it
wonld e wise
for New Delhi
toy prepare for
eventualitles of
every kind

Pakistan's "Masdmum Leader' Field Marshal Asim
Munir, has publicly endorsed — sets India on a
collision course with the US, President and his
Administration. Mr. Trump's lunch for Field
Marshal Munir and the fact that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose not to respond o Mr,
Trump's imvitation to visit Washington (while
returning from the G7 meeting in Canacka), is
again likely to be played up by elements in the
LS, and across the world who favour Pakistan
against India,

Thee Israel-Iran conflict is yet another situation
in which India finds itself as an ‘outlier’,
*Neutrality’, in the compelling circumstances of
oy, is out of syne with reality as also the
situatbon on the growund. India's tlt towards Israel
in recent times, it would appear, has become
something of an albatross around India's neck,
Inlia’s Iran policy today has few takers beyoed
India’s borders, Its policy of maintaining an
equidistanee between lseael and Iran has proved
o be of litthe wse in so far as extolling the virtues
of non-alignment are concerned,

Admittedly, we live in periloos times. Today's
situation does not seem to fvour India's
long-held policy prescriptions. lsrael's
premeditated artack on Iran's nuelear sites -
aided by the LS. dropping bunker buster bombs
= has seen litthe condemnation across the world.
Tran, which needed a strong voice of support like
that of India’s to counter the narrative of lsrael,
the U8, and the West, will find little comfort in
Endia’s ‘calls for restraint’ on all sides. India’s
suppaort and voice, based on its moral strength,
wonihd have mattered were it seen to support the
wictim of the attack, rather than maintain an
equidistance between ksrael and Iran.

It is true that in texday's world, it is fashionable
to denigrate consensus in favour of ‘might’. For

study of the growing China-Pakistan military
connection as the India-Pakistan conflict in May
this year has merely hit the 'pause button'. More
importanthy, India must try and better
understand how deeply China’s military
capabilities have been meshed with those of
Pakistan, the critical role being played woday by
Chinese weaponry in Pakistan’s defence plans,
and how Pakistan has managed to integrate
Chinese systems with its own defence plans and
procedures, including its claims of being able to
lock on to hostile targets to counter an attack.
Additionally, India needs more detadls regarding
the numbers of 10Cs and JFA7 fighters in
Pakistan's inventory.

As a part of its preparations for a future
conflict, India would also do well o examine
whether it has the necessary wherewdthal for
conflicts of longer durations. The United
Kingdom, for instance, recently undertook an
in-depth study of its defence capabilities which
helped highlight areas of eritical weakness,
ncluding that of ammunition stockpiles, the need
o set up a new National Armament System, and a
mew Cyber and Electromagnetic Command to
oversee networks and electronic warfare, For
Inclia ko prepare for o two front war, it should,
apart from learning lessons from the
Russia-Ukraine war, refine its policies on many
such mspects as well, Undoubtedly, Artificial
Intelligence (Al will be a national priority.

such as electro-magnethe manoeuvres to
neutralise drones, loitering munitions and glide
bombs that dominate the skies today in periods of
conflict, should again have high priority,

China’s white paper
While India remains preoecupied with Pakistan,
it would also do well | to read the fine print in

instance, at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singag

in May, the emphasis seemed to be on the
eritbeality of "hard power' as against 'soft power’,
with dialogue taking a back seat. The stage was
set by the US, Secretary of Defence, Pete
Hegseth, who declared that a *free and open
Indlo-Pacific’ was a sine qua non for peace in the
region, and that China's ‘calls for hegemony' in
Ashinwere untenable, He reminded the Singapore
audience that ‘any unilateral attempt to change
the status-quo in the South China Sea and the
First Island Chain by force or coercion is
unacceptable’. This disturbed the normally placid
atmosphere seen at the Shangri-La Dialogue, and
produced a strong repartee from the Chinese
delegate present, Subsequently, a Chinese
Forelgn Ministry Spokesman warned that the ‘US
must never play with fire on the Taiwan
wquestion’.

What India needs to do

Henoe, it would be wise in the circumstances for
India to prepane for future eventualities of every
kinel, To start with, there needs to be a detailed

China's recently pul { white paper on

“Natbonal Security in the *New Eea™™, This has a
clear enunciation of Chinese strategic thinking
tocday and mentions that ‘development and
security are like two wings of one body', The
white paper reads like a ‘testament’ on the
importance of maintaining scientific and
technological security at all times, and the
importance of ensuring maintainability of supply
chains. It also has a mention of the situation
prevalent in the areas neighbouring China,
underscoring the fict that these pose threats to
Chiiia's borders,

Toconclsde, it might bear mentboning that if
China intends to reinforee bis strategic objectives
n Asia, specially in South Asia, the eriticality of
its alliance with Pakistan to encircle India must
ot be underestimated. Also at a time, when the
N word' is being openly bandied about, India
st reckon with the fict that China has mone
than a 31 sdvantage over India in terms of
deploying nuclear warheads, and an almost 5:1
wdvantage if the nuclear warheads of China and
Pakistan are cormbined.

GST reform and unfinished business in tobacco control

& India marks eight years since the
A introduetion of the Gonds and Services

Tax (GST) om July 1, 2017, it is worth
reflecting on this lindmark reform, GST replaced
a multiplicity of indirect taxes such as Value
Adided Tae (VAT), excise duties, and service tax,
establishing a unified national market under the
“One Nation, One Tax” framework, The reform
harmonised tax rates across States, enhanced
ease of doing business, and facilitated greater
economic integration. Economically, GST has
been a consistent contributor to national
reveritie. Gross GST eollections in 2024-25
reached a record 122,08 lakh crore, reflecting a
year-on-year growth of 9.4%.

Beyond revenue generation, GST has advanced
economic efficiency. The elimination of cascading
taxes throwgh the input tax credit system has
n:ducul pmnluulun cOsts, hc.-mlhlmg bu:h

and ¢
lmpnmd through digitised pnx.‘cs!l.‘!. W‘lh.'l
include e-way bills, simplifying tax administration
and eurbing evasion. The removal of inter-State
checkpoints has enhanced logisties efficiency,
cutting transportation dme by 200 in some cases
and reducing costs.

Faultlines in taxation
However, this progress is accompanied by
natable shortcomings, particularly in the realm of
public health, specifically tobaceo taxation.
Tobaceo use continues to pose a severe public
Fwealth threat in India, eausing over 3,500 deaths
dhaily and incurring an economic burden of
2,340 billion annually (1.4% of GDP in 2017)-a
figure far exceeding the 1551 billion GST revenue
pgenerated from tobaceo annually, on average, in
the past five years, India remains the
second-largest consumer of tobaceo globally, with
28.6% of adults and 8.5% of students between the
agges of 13 to 15 years using tobaceo in some form.
Taxation is globally recognised as one of the
most effiective instruments to reduce tobacoo use,
Yet, since the introchiction of GST, there have
been no significant tax increases on tobacon
products. This stands in stark contrast to the
pri-GET period (200947), when regular increases

Rilo M. John
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el Aifunct Prabessos
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the taxation of
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in excise and VAT contributed to a 17% decline in
tobieco use prevalence. A stagnation in tax,
Post-GST, increases risks, undermining past
public health gains due to the inereasing
affordability of tobacco products (as pointed out
in many studies), Currently, the overall tax
burden on tobacco products remains well below
the Waorld Health Organization (WHO)
recommendation of 75% of the retail price: 2%
For bidis, 54% for cigarettes, and 65% for
smoleless whacco,

A structural issue
A eritical structural issue is the GST's heavy
relianmce on ad valorem taxes, While GST is
inherently ad valorem, evidence shows that
specific excise taxes ~ levied as a fieed amount
per unit = are more effective in reducing the
consumption of harmful products, as they are
less susceptible to price manipulation by the
industry. Since the implementation of GST, the
share of central excise duties in total tobacco
taxes has dropped significantly: from 54% to &%
For cigareties, 17% to 1% for bichs, and 59% to 11%
for smokebess tobaceo, In contrast, many
countries with VAT or GST regimes impose
additional specific excise taxes on tobacco to
achieve public health objectives. In India,
inconsistencies across products exacerbate the
problem. Although cigarettes represent only 15%
of tobacco users, they contribute over 80% of tax
reversue. Bidis, used predominantly by
lew-dncome populations, remain under-taged.
Natably, bidis, despite being the most widely
consumed smoked tobaceo product and as
harmiful as cigarettes, are not even subject o the
GST compensation cess. This omission lacks any
evidence-based public health justification,

An urgent concern is the potential expiration
of the GST compensation cess in March 2025,
which constitutes a substantial share of tatal
tobacoo taxes (nearly 50% for clgarettes), Its
removal would significantly reduce tax burdens
and render tobacco products more afordable,
undermining health policy objectives.

Raising GST rates on tobacco products to the
peak rate of 40%, as permitted in the GST law,

alongside the enhancement of specific excise
taxes, would be a very effective dual strategy. A
mixed tax structure that combines ad valorem
and specifte components has demonstrated
greater efficacy in both reducing comsumption
and increasing revenues.

The illicit trade
The tobacco industry frequently argues that
higher taxes drive illicit trade. However,
independent peer-reviewed studies estimate that
illicit cigarettes constitute only 2.7% to 6.6% of the
miarket in Indis - substantally kower than the
ndustry's claim of 25%. Research shows that tax
inereases have o limited effect on illicit trade.
Instead, governance quality, regulatory strength
and enforoement capacity are more decishe
factors, India has ratified the World Health
Organkzation (WHO) Protocol to Eliminate Hicit
Trade in Tobaceo Products and must now
prioritize its implementation to prevent leakages.
As the GST Council undertakes deliberations

on rate rationalisation and structural reform, it is
imperative that public health considerations are
Eiven due priority. The Pariamentary Standing
Committee, in its 139¢th Report (September 2022),
highlighted that tobacco products in India remain
among the most afordable globally and has
stressed the critical need to enhance taxation on
these products, Increasing GST rates to the
statutory peak ::FdD‘Jf..aI:mnuhjL a substantial
nerease in specific excise duties, would serve the
dual objectives of reclucing the bealth and
economic burden associated with tobaceo use
and strengthening fiscal consolidation. Such a
strategy would reaffirm India's commitment to its
public health objectives while aligning with its
broader developmental goals, As the GST
completes eight years sinee its enactment, the
angoing rate rationalisation exercise offers a
timely opportunity to rectify existing
shortcomings in the taxation of tobacco products.
Addressing this issue would represent a

riggfuil adh in the evelution of the
GST framework and reinforce its role as a tool for
prometing both fiscal and public health
ohjectives.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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A RAVINDRA

e recent Ahmedabad-London ATITL
crash, which resulted in the death of
over 250 people, has drawn extraordi-

naryattention. Towasundoubredly aterrible
wragedy that has raised several questions,
But part of the reason for the widespread
coverage is that international air travellers
typically belong to the better-offsections of
society, including VIPs and the affluent.
Contrust this with 168,000 lives lost in
road accidents in India in just onc year
2022 According to an airline safety study,
between 2008 and 2022, the global death
risk per flight boarding was ane in 13.7
million. In comparizon, the World Health
Dirganisation estimated 119 million people
dhied in road accidents globallyin 2023,

bus.driver. The focus here s on the relative
merits of road and rail travelin India - and
theurgentneed toshift more passengerand
Freight movement towards railways, both
Fear i and inter-city transport,

Historically, although the railways
preceded highways, roads gained promi-
nence globally due to the massive highway
networks builtinthe 20th century, especial-
lyini the Uniited States, The Americanwiyof
Iifeissynonymouswith carsspeeding down
frecways. This trend extended to Europe
with il6 amobahns and high-quality road
networks.

In India, after decades of poor road in-
Frastructure, a national highway-building
programme beganwiththe Golden Quadri-
|ateral connecting Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata
and L"mmm Ower the pase 25 years, the

Thesestat rthemsetves. The
intentionhereisnotto compare thesafetyof
airand road travel but tounderineasimple
truth: everylife bostinanaccident is precious
— v families and to the nation in terms of
productivity, whetherithea pilog ortruckor

Countr dous growth:
from 52,000 km in 2000 to 146,204 km of
highways in 2025, With a total road net-
wiork exceeding six million km, India now
has the second largest road nerwork in the
work] - next enly to the US. But in terms

PANORAMA

of road length per square km of land, India
actually has twice the density. A stageering
530 billion was invested in road construc-
tion in 2024-2025 alome, making national
highways the single largest infrastructure
project inthe country,

In contrast, China, which is about 2.9
times larger than India, has also built ex-
cellent highways but has consciously pri-
oritsed high-speed railways as the centre
of its transport policy. For instance, while

250-320]u:l.lh' in :h: 15, about 240 knu’h
and Japan’s iconic Shinkansen runs at 320
km/h. India’sonly bullettrain project-from
Mumbai to Ahmedabad, covering 508 km
=was launched in 2007 but is moving al a
snail's pace. I first section is
e completed only by 2028, at a spred ul’
km/h.

Urban transport witnessed a revolution
in 1863 with the Metropolitan Railway, now

the fastest train from Be toChennni ed the London Underground., which
(around 350 km takes over four hours the  ineroduced dedicated rail corridors to by-
Jourmey e fourtimes  pass s fevel traffic i

the distance--is covered in the same time,
Encouragingly, Indian Raillways has
seen significant modernisation in recent
years, with new trains, station upgrades,
and dedicated freight corridors. The in-

Other
|1Igr ciries like Paris, New York, Moscow
and Tokyosoon followed. Tr.lday metro rail

mmover M0 e
mmlgacnnixned hngthnf:ﬂxun I'!,-AJ(J
IcmiEUJJ} Jccwdmgwmclmcmnum:l

troduction of high-speed Hke Viande
Bharat (operatingat 180 km/h)and Shatab-
di (150 km/hyis a step forward. Stll, we are
far behind China, whiose high-speed rrains
operate at 350 kmy'h, and the new CR450
runsat 400 km/h-the fasiestin the world,

nof PublicTs (UITF}.

In India, the first metro line was lud in
Kolkata, between Esplanade and Bhaow-
anipur (3.4 km). ok over a decade for
the next major initiative: the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC}in 1985, DMRC's

The Catholic Church’s effort to win young followers relies in part on influencers,
DJs and two Brazilian nuns with plenty of rhythm

JACK NICAS

here was a party at the con-

vent. One breakdancer who

introduced himselfl as the

Wizard was doing backflips.

Another was spinning on his

back, There werespotlights,a
rapper, twocameramen and a Chevy low-
riderwithasound systeminthe trunkand
the bass umed up.

In the middle or it all were Sister Mar

d Sister Mariza Ni
zil'ssuddenstar nuns—and :tunrdustcrul'
backupdancersin habits, crosses and veils,

The nuns were recording the musicvid-
cofor their new song, Vocarfon, which had
become a hit since Rego sang the catchy
ook and beathowed as Neves danced in
syne on @ Brazilian Cartholic television
show three weeks earfier,

The resulting clip rocketed around
the world, racking up tens of millions of
views, Therewere memes, imitations and
performanceson kate-night television. On
ABC’s The View, WlwoptGuldbﬂ'g called
the nunsa “real-life Sister A

MNow they were lip-synecing in the court-
yard of their cloister, [F\ll]gln:‘!ﬂeﬂd[llrll’

15r

released Fri ol haad semt them viral
todrawmore young people to the church,
they said, and they were trying tocarmy out
his mission.

“Why did something so simple and
spontaneous take on such a huge scale?”
said Rego, a singing nun who had already
atracted 100,000 Instagram followers
before becoming a global sensation. “Be-
cause the Holy Spirit wants to touch peo-
ple'shearts™

“Butbesidesthe Holy Spirit.”sheadded,
“there’s alsothe algorithm.”

Regn, 46, and Neves, 41, are part of a
wider movement in the Catholic Church
tolet go, lonsen up and meet younger au-
diences where they are—online,

In Brazil, the world's largest Catholic
nation, the church has been hemorrhag:
ing devotees for years. Less than 57% of
the country of 200 million now identifies
asCatholic. down from B3% 30 years ago,
according to government data released
this month.

TosteptheBleeding, Catholicinfluenc-
ers, popstarsand rock bands are stepping
in. Some Brazilian priests — muscular,
handsome and ine — have together

rensofmillionsof |
lowers. Among them is the Rev. Marcelo
Rossi, who has become one of Brazl's
bestselling musical acts ever. And recently,
Catholic DJs have begun playing electron-
ic music at events nicknamed “Catholic
raves,”including at Rinde Jangiro's Christ
the Redeemer in January,

The push isanextensionof the Catholic
charismatic renewal movement and oth-
er groups that for decades have sought
to make the church more accessible and
engaging — and are now gmna digiral.
Next month, the Vatican is backing new
events in Rome to gather Catholic online
influencers and to award Catholic music
acts. Some have called the awards the
Catholic Grammys,

Yet, fora few days last month, perhaps
onlythe new popewas getting more atten-
tion than Rego and Neves.

The twonuns are from the Sistersof the
Copious Redemption, a 35-year-old con-
gregation in southern Brazil of about 80

first line, between Shahdara and Tis Haz-
ari (B.6km), opened in the capitalin 2002,
Bengaluru followed in 2001 withthe Namma
Metro'sinitial 6.7 km stretch between MG
Road and Bayvappanahalli. But progress:
hasbeen painfully slow. By 2025, Bengalu-
rusmerrospansonly about 77 km—India's
second longest — compared to Dethi's 390
km. Nationally, however, India crossed
a milestone in May 2025, becoming the
worlds third-Jargest metro network with
1,013 km of track across 23 cities. But still
India kags far behind China, which boasts
of the world's largest metro system; over
TLOOC kmin47 cities,

India's urban transport policy must
clearly prioritise rail over roads. The ad-
vantages are obvious: cheaner transic, fast-
ercommutes, and greater safety. Projects
like tunnel roads and doubke-decker flyo-
vers, as proposed in Bengaluru, should be
serapped. Instead, wemustaceelerate met-
roexpansion. The goal must be o promote
publictransportwhile actively discouraging.
privatevehiclense, which s responsible for

9

Why railmustreclaim centrestage in Indla surban mobilitystory

traffic congestion. pollution and parking
chavs—making urban life increasingly un-
liveable.

I =3
[hl. cv:ntrslg.m-mmn.w—lmwngﬁpmnﬁcally
endorsed publictransportinits urban trans-
port policy - must now mandate its imple-
mentation. This is essential to improving
the quality of life in cities.

Globally, public transport has seen a
steady rise in ridership over the past two
decades. Hong Kong boasts theworld sbest
publictransport system, with S0% travelling
by Mass Rapid System and bus. In Tokyo,
ST%use publictransport. Incontrast,a 2022
stuclyrevealed that public transportusagein
Bengaluru could decline from S0% o 30%
by 2031

It is time India takes bold measures: o
build an efficient intercity rail network, ex-
pand integrated metro and bus networ ks
in large cities and disincentivise the use of
private vehicles.

(The witer & a former chicf secretary,
Gavernment of Karnataka)

Beyond the skylines

Rego and Marisa Neves record a video for "Vocation', aglobal viral hit after their breakdancing,

beatbaxing appearance on a Catholic television programme, in Ponta Grossa, Brazil on June 10 Sister Marizele, 46,
and Sister Marisa, 41, are part of a wider movement in the Cathelic Church to ket g0, loosen up and meet younger

audiences where they are: anline. st

The beatboxing, dancingnuns
expanding the flockin Brazil

nuns and 25 religious brothers that focus-
es on rehabilitcing young drug addices,
often wsing music and art o doit.
Copious Redemption has long bred a
refatively laid back and artistic vibe. The
founder,a Redemptionist priess, wasa pro-
lific painter. Another nun, Sister Inez Car-
valho, had ber own brief run with fameas
arapper, releasingan albumin the 19905,
Thismonth,a C incon-

album with fellow nuns.

The two nuns met in 2007, and the
synergywas quickly clear, “Ifyou juststart
a beat, she starts to dance,” Rego said of

Neves,

Rego said she taught herself how to
beatbox, creating beats for other nuns as
theysang. “Iju.sr.qr.u:md making rhythms
with my mouth,” she said. “I didn’t even

wentinsouthern Bras ] was full of laughter,
and much alirwas coming from Rego and
Neves, “Doyou havelifeinsurance?” Rego
asked when getting behind the wheel ryf a
car. When thl. carsp-cd over a Iv|I|

i Mass—N

in joy asif she were onaroller coaster.

Both nuns were born to corn and soy-
bean farmers in the agricultural state of
Parand, and both came of age in houses
Full ol music,

Neves said she and many of her 10 sib-
lingswould stop work inthe fieldsand start
todancewhenever onebrocher put on mu-
se.“Amything that could bedanced o, she
said. After entering the conventat 23, she
comtinued to pursuedance, taking classes
inhip-hopand breakdancing. She later got
agigonCatholic television, sometimes re-
porting from events, and otber times dane-
g on air with priests,

Rego says she comes from a long line
of musicians. Her grandfather made gui-
tars and her aunts sang on the radio. She
becamea nunat 25 after shesaid a divine
miracle saved her mother from can-
cer, She then sang regularly at religious
retreats, eventually recording a gospel

Ko it

Later, lrnjfhlthualrulh:athnxlngmd
hip-hop dance were tools to connect with
youngwomenat the Copious Redemption
rehab centers, Many came off the street
and had lictlei ithth It

cameras, the show’s direclor urged the
deacon who had been interviewing them
to join in, according to Neves, who could
hearrthedirector through anearpiece. He
quicklysteppedinte therhythm, following
Neves' moves in bockstep.

That moment, distilled into a 30-sec-
and video clip, was internet gold. On
TikTok alone, it has been viewed more
than 34 million tmes, according to
Tubular, a social media data firm. In-
terview requests quickly arrived from
around the world,

Back at the convent, senior nunsspat-

was an instrument to become closer and
break down barriers.” Rego said.

That ma prompied the congre-
gation toselect Regoand Neves to recruit
mew uns ata timewhen far fewer women
are choosing a life in the convent. In the
Unired States, for instance, the number
of nuns has fallen by roughly half over the
past 20 years, to about 36,000, accord-
g to the Center for Applied Researchin
e Apostolate, a nenprofic that studies
the church. The number of priests has
dropped 1% over that period. 1o 34.000.

On May 20, Rego and Neves went on a
Catholic talk show to promaote aretreat o
amract new nuns. On the shiow, Rego be-
gantosing, “Vocation,”a song her congre-
gation had written years ago about God's
calling to serve. But she had added a new
hook: “Voc-a-gao,oh, ohh.”

As Rego sang, Neves said she couldn’t
help but dance. Theyrose from their seats,
and Rego began to beathox, Behind the

ted opp iry. Sister Daniely Duarte
Santos, whoruns the congregation’s com-
munication office, called acolleague back
from vacation, and they began posting
repeatedly to social networks tocapitalise
ontheattention, Within days, more than
50 women had reached out about be-
coming nuns; they typically recrudt only
a handful a year. The nuns contacted a
local DJ tocreate an actual track of “Voea-
tion,” and, in between media interviews,
Rego recorded the vocals. The resulting
track, with bassand synthesisers,is “tech-
norpop.” Regosaid. Itquickly shot up Bra-
#il's Catholic music rankings on Spotify.
Rego and Neves made the rounds on
television, beatboxing and repeating the
dance steps at each stop. They recorded
the music video, directed by Santos, with
aheadset over her veil. And on the street,
fans have been stopping them for selfies.
“We ask them for one Hail Mary per
photn.” Regosaid.
The New York Times

ARVIND LAKSHMISHA

o places stay with us not

because they are extraordi-

'mary, but because we have
passed them a hundred times—a
stapue we noticed from a bus
window, 2 name on.a plague that
et nothing urntil it suddenly
dlidd, Ourcities are full of such qui-
elwilnesses,

Urban ecology is more than
wrees, parks, and kakes, Cities are
living erganisms — they breathe
through people, move through
infrastructure, and remember

stone. Statues, war me-
maorials, and other commemo-
rative struciures may appear in-
ert, but tlwy rtl.'ﬂl part tlfdﬂl} ]

thequeen inceremonial robes of
the Order of the Garter. Legend
Thasitthat during a court ball, the
Countess of Salisbury’s garter
slipped, prompting the king to
retrieve it and declare, “Shame
on him wha thinks ill of it”. That
phrase became the motto of the
order. Tn a twist of history, this
statue, adorned in the robes of a
chivalric legend, stood as a quiet
brystameder tothe feminist protests
ofthe LS?Os..\Immlor@ngmhe
Mahama G, statue on MG
Road was aregular rallying point
for civie gatherings.

Theese monuments arenotpas-
sive, They structure movement,
Thost emation, and shape memo-
rv. Theey are landmarks, but akso

SETHOr

Theymark therhythmsof e \m}-
day life and carry the weight of
historicalm emiry. Ascities grow
and shift, th(sc objects do not
merely stand still — they speak,
they fade, they transform.

‘We often think of ecology in
terms of natural systems: green
cover, biod iversiy,andwarerbod-

eivic comp Huowever, as
cities expand and priorities shift,
these spacesare often re<layered,
sometimes deliberately, often
carchessty. In the chum of urban
developiment, they risk being ed-
ited outofvisibility.

Take the South End Circle,
oncethe city's southern bounda-
ry, now partol Bengalurusurbsan

iL“;. But built forms—especially q:r'm.l Growingupin the 1990s., |
OMES—ar st itonm;

asmuchpartd our urban oglm my grandparents. “’-‘h'u always

= cawght my eye was a bust, with

ed,and lved-inspacesthatshape “Tee Nam Shri Circle' written on
e andk anaoldpl Curius,

the iy, in turm, inhabits us, father, whotold me that hewasa

Nowhere is this mere evident

cities like Kohima, Imphal, and
Guwahati place war memaorials
ar the heart of their civic and

tourist landscapes. These spaces
honour soldiersof World War 11,
bt they also serve as spaces for
reflection, storvtelling, and in-
tergenerational memory, Near-
by monoliths — raised to com-
memorate victories, festivals, or
mythical events—similarly stanc
asarchivesinstone, These arenot
Just historical installations; they
aretextured, symbolic clements
ofurbanlife.

In contrast, commemorative
structures in many Indian met-
rosfadeintothe background. We
ety pass thermn without a second
glance. Delhi’s Teen Murt, for
example, was a fixture on my
childhood commute. Only kater
did 1 learn that it memorialises
three Indian covaley regiments
firom World War L

In Bengaluru, my home city,
there is a small but significant
war memorial tucked away at
the juncrion of Brigade and Resi-
deney Roads, Itislh\:&ir;,kulslcsl.

; Pio

great Kannada writer, Years lat-
er anew musicteacher atschool
mrned out to be Tee Nam Shri's
granddaughter. I feltaquiet thrill
—the sttue that | had passed by
foryears now felt real, and a con-
nection was made,

But over time, the space
around the bustchanged. A mas-
sive billboard went up, its pillar
blocking the bust. Later, a lion
seulpaure was added, crowding
the circle further. The bust be-
came harder to see, mereasingly
obscured by commercial clutter
and new commiemarations, Even
after moving away from the city,
every visit home included a
glance wrcheck—isitstll there? It
was, Stillis, But more hidden than
ever, | recently read more about
Tee Nam Shri. He was the one
who sugpgested the term “Rash-
trapati'asthevemnacular equiva-
lentof*president’. What began as
apassing childhood curiosity bed
inadeeperunderstandingofhow
everydayurbanstructuresshape
our memory and sense of place.

Statues and memorials arc ot
Jllsllei‘wmnIqu Theyare
pan of our cities' social ewlqmr

meers, aregiment famoustymen-
|mdm|he.51n40cki Tolmesse-
ries as the ' Pioneers'
Tomee pointed it out to a friend,
wh was surprised that she had
nevernoticedit. Justashortwalk
away standsa more ironic figure
— the statue of Queen Victoria
awerlooking the Kasnirba Road
Jjuncticn. Erected with contribu-
tions from the residents of the
Bangalore Cantonment and the
Maharaja of Mysore, it depicts

eranions. To mdms;c
esis not just to conserve the past
Tart to-make room forreflection in
the present. As cities transform,
these quietsitesdeserve renewed
atvention, Torememberacityis o
remember morethanits skylines,
Iristerememberthequictmark-
ers, thenames nearly erased, the
busts hidden behind billboards.
T rernemberis to belong,
(Thewriterivafacudtyat Azim
Prenyi University, Bengaluru)
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50 YEARS AGOD: JULY 1975

New Ordinance amending
MISA comes intoforce

New Delnl, June 30

25 YEARS AGO: JULY 2000
Cabinet will debate J&K

aulonomy resolution: PM

On board PM's special aircraft,

testament to th

Undrrnrlﬂrﬂmn«mmhlwﬂbr Jun 30
Pressdent F: Prime: v Aral Befwari
might, amending the: Mmicmn«' said thi Uniom Cabinet uwlddrscuss:lw
ull.mzrnn]f:l:rurtn’lﬂ. atwill noe be autonomy resohution passed by the Jam-
he grounds oot et Wl ot e e
the mction, i ithin the frame-

e detaimed for a maximum persod of one
wear. However, it will be necessary for the
authoriries issuing the detention orders
tomake a declararion to the effect that
the detention of the person concermed &
necessary for dealing effectively with the
emergency.

wrk of the Constinution, would be taken.
Talking tocomespondents who accompa-
mieed hirn an his fve-deay wour to Ttaly and
Pormugal, he said the sutanamy resolution
i wit liin the country's comstitutional
framewark and adecision on is would be
taken within the same framewark.

of seven,ab f hio

atimeto honour an enlightened
soul whose life story s a vibrant
indomitable human
spirit. Helen's world went dark and

sibenvt at just I9months old due toa

nu«swnmmllness Atthe tenderage
rived in hi

OASIS | ANANTHAPADMANABHAN

achieve such a feat.

Helen's life thereafter was a tapestry
of remarkable experiences, including
adeep, 16-year friendship with
liverary giant Mark Twain,
who admired her sharp wit.
bht even piloted a planc at

liand undera gushing pump and

Anne Sullivan, a young teacher who
would forever change Helen's destiny.
Anne spelled “water” into Heler's

13 the crew
w1t|| her “sensitive towch”
on the controls.
These remarkable
Tachi

with a Bachelorof Arts ee—
the first deaf-blind person to

this experience unlocked language
irsell. With Anne’s unwavering sup-
port, Helen shantered societal barri- &)

5 fat-
urally propelled her towards
a ||ﬁ:0rp|nﬁ:un:| PUrpOse. HL-IL-n

for crucial causes,

She fought for women's sulfrage,
legalised birth control, fair labour
unions, unemployment benefi

social security, understanding
deeply that true progress
demands justice for all.

borders; asa prolific author,
lecturer, and fundraiser, she
wravelled to 35 countries, not
anly illuminating the ehal-
lenges of blindness and other
disabilities but also rising vital funds.

and

Her eommitment knew no
lifei

d her personal

This global vish

led to her co-fou:

Potential truly knows no limits

Junc 27 marked Helen Keller Day, blindness and malnutrition,
The impact of her tireless work and
inspéring life continues to be felt dec-
after her passing away in 1968-a
living symbol of resilience, determina-
tion, and the transformative power of
education and unwavering support.
The bearning from Helen Keller's
a nutshell: With courage, deter-
mination, and the right support, seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacles can be
overcome, leading toa life of profound
impact and advocacy for others,
This offers a powerful call to action:
embrace empathy, cultivate persever-

s, graduating from Radcliffe College

into powerful activism, dedicating

hersell to championing the less formu-
advocate

nate and becoming a voeal

ing Helen Keller International in

1915 which stands as a global keader,

even today, actively combaring

ance, and relentlessly pursue a more
inclusive world, for it is i this pursuit
that true fulfilment is found.
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Ideas that matter,
words that must stay

he demand for removing two words = “secular” and

“socialist” - from the Preamble to the Constitution

speaks more about the intent of those who make

he d ithan about the ofthe C ion. In

ecent days, the demand was first made by Untar Pradesh
ChiefMinister Yogi Adityanath who said the words were "a
brutal assault on the soul of India”. RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale said the terms were inserted when
“the country had no functioning Parliament, no rights, no
Judliciary™ and sotheir inclusion needed a review, Vice-Pres-
ident Jagdeep Dhankhar and several BIP leaders, including
ministers, have stated dissent against the words, describ-
ing secularism as anti-Sanatana Dharma and a Western
concept. Though it has been made now on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the Emergency, the demand is old.
The government has in the past used the “watermark of
the original Preamble”in announcements on the occasion
of the Republic Day.

The words were added to the Preamble in 1976 through
the 42nd Amendment which made many basic changes to
the Constitution, After the Emergency, the Janata Party
government restored the Constitu-
tion o itsoriginal form but retained
the words, The government, which
included A B Vajpayee and L K Ad-
wani, didnot find it necessary todrop
them. The Supreme Court, in the
Bommai case in 1994, ruled that
secularism is a basic feature of the
Constitution, Last year, it rejected
petitions challenging the inclusion
of the words. The Court observed
that the words had been widely ac-
cepted and their meanings clearly
understond by the people. It said: “The word ‘secular’ de-
notesa Repubdlic thatuphelds equal respect for all religions,
“Socialist’ represents a Republic dedicated to eliminating
all forms of exploitation - whether social, political, or eco-
namic.” A private member’s bill secking deletion of these
additions failed in parliament some years ago.

As the Court said, India has developed its own interpre-
tation of the words. Secularism means equal respect forall
religions and the assurance not to penalise the profession
and practice of any faith, Socialism refers totheidea of eco-
nomlc and mnljusdoe whl:l\enwrcsrhnmouuzemsdns

social circur The
dem.zndmmn-e the words is irrelevant and unnecessary

Voices against
the words
“secular” and
“socialist” only

aimtofurthera
political
agenda

Mar
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oins to mainstream:

Reframingtribal inclusion

India's officialdom
isdistant from the
lived realities of tribal
communities; the gaps
often lead to adenial
of rights
NEERAJ KUMAR AND MAYA K

Tnelia's desnl

and Uetara K; da- has

the}-1l A rejs |z

|.uni-

cxp\ncnmi a significant popul
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SPEAKOUT
(D K) Shivakumarand Lare doing well,
Ourgovernment will stand stronglike a

rocl fora full term of five years,
Attempts are being made to
create ariftbetweenus, but that
won'thappen, Weare united.
Siddaramalah, Kamataka cM

lAJ]JIWIlK wlllzx’semswna: 'I'hm;m

decline over the past T‘hcil
numbers dropped from

Iy 16,322 in 1991 0 16,071 in 2001, and
further declined 10 14,794 by 2011, Ac-

cording iwthe Kamataka Tribal Human
Development Report 2022, alarming
health kssues such as heart disease and

fiicial docurmentation and the lived real-

often
leading 1o the denial of long-standing
traditional rights.

cancer-like conditions have
genetic research imtatives, Chronic
m‘.‘llﬂlll"l n, widespread anaemia,

T
Sn":nl and growth story Im lalocn
0

! infrastructure, and social

Need for
Amn;m'rt‘usun lur the limited effective:

hess u|

coftheirimple

istlation heir

many forms. It is
witness its success in the economicand
social spheres, Yet, amidst thisprogress,
therearesectionsof soci ety that remain
distant from the ladder of development.
e such group is the Particularly Vul-
nerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), who
cortinie to be excluded from the fruits
tvfgmwth :ln:l mndcmnm:nn Bnmng

chiallerge for the governiment,

h Schedule of the Indian
Constitution deals extensively with
Scheduled Areas and Tribes. A major
milestone in identifying PYTGs came
in1960-61whenthe Dhebar Committee
played acrucial role in formally elassify-
ing thesecommunities (then referred to
as Primitive Tribal Groups)
to the 2011 Census, Scheduled T|1bcs
constitute §.6% of Tndia’s population.
Within this, PVTGs account lor just
0U6% = a small fraction, yet critically
important, Among Scheduled Tribes,
communities are at vnr}lng st:lges of
sx:m] economic, and ed I de-

ngmic bilities. Even UNESCO
has ml-uetl serlous concerns, calling
for urgent and targeted interventions

of  different

iom, which often overlooks the
imvolvement of tribal communities in
decision-making. Tribal development
requires an 1pprmd| fundamentally
models. Jawaha-

o address the declining
this PVTG.
nremainsasig:
). According
Oneofth . g
mensures for tribal welfare has been the

velopment, While some have ed
jern lifestyles, others mllmn
pre-agricultural stage, relying on hunt-
ing and gathering For survival. These
groups have extremely bow literacy
rates, stagnant ordeclining populations,
and subsistence-level economies. These
arethe PVTGs.
There are 75 officially recognised
PVTGs neross various states in lmlu

Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, which
aims w provide legal recognition of
wribal rights over forest land and re-
sources. While the Act is a landmark in
upholding cribal dignity and livelihood
security, aceessing its benefits remains
achallenge, According tothe Mindstry of
Tribal Aftairs, asof July 31, 2024, atotal
0f2,94,480 Scheduled Tribe individuals

Most reside in fragile and
inaccessible regions such as forests,
hills, and remote rural areas. These
settbements often make it difficult for
government welfare schemes to reach
them. Their livelihoods depend primar-
ily on subsistence a.gricnﬂmne Torests,

[ theydid notadd anything new to the C

They only gave expression towhat was already there. The
challenge tothese wordsonly shows the opposition bo these
ideas, This demand is intended to send out the message
that the Constitution does not endorse secularism as it is
understood and should be rejected.

Only deterrence
canend violations

engaluru has witnessed multiple deaths over the
Bymrxdmtuulm:m weution from overhead power lines,

wet over 7,000 buildings still stand perilously close
to high tension (HT) wires laid by the Karnataka Power
Transmission Corporation Limited (KPTCL). This figure
represents only a fraction of a larger erisis with thousands
ol other structures illegally erected close to low-tension
cables. These buildings have turned into deathtraps, The
KPTCL has issued numerous warnings since 2021, but
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBEMP) has
responded with inaction, allowing violations to persist at
the cost of innocent lives, The recent death of a 10-year-old
bay in KR Puram, electracuted by a power line barely four
feet from his home, highlights the deadly consequences of
this bureaueratic inertia. Thiswas not the firstsuch incident
narwillithe thelast, unless urgent action is taken.

The issueis not a lack of lows, buta complete breakdown
of enforcement and accountability, The Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) mandates strict vertical and horizontal
clearances for buildings near power lines, but these regu-
lavions are routinely ignored, KPTCL can only identify and
report violations, while the author-
ity to demolish illegal structures or
evacuate residents rests with the
BEMP. However, the civie bady has
beencomplicitin the rampantviola-
tion of building by-laws, Aninternal
BBMP survey itsell corroborated
thatamajority of buildings inthecty
have violated construction norms,
yet no significant action was taken
against the officers or the builders,
Ilegal constructions do not emerge
avernight but flourish due to a well-
oiled system of corruption and negligence, Once occupied,
these structures become vote h:mks. leading politicians to

d fanconcerns, forcing

Buildings near
high-tension
wires are
deathtraps;

Bengaluru
cannotafford
to be lax

inter the guiseofl
enforcement agencies to back down.

Merely holding meetings orexchanging letters between
KPTCL and BEMP will not suffice. It is time to end the
blame game and act. Bengaluru needs a joint task force
comprising officers from KPTCL, BESCOM and BEMP 1o
identify and demolish illegal structures without bureau-
cratie delays, Fast-track tribunals should be established
to expedite cases where builders challenge demolition
natices, preventing prolonged ltigation, Most critically,
accountability must begin at the top - BEMP officers who
approved the illegal constructions must be suspended
and prosecuted. Both unscrupulous builders and BEMP
officers act with impunity in the absence of any strong
deterrent action against them. Without penalising those
responsible, violations will continue unchechked, The gov-
ernment has an inescapable moral and legal obligation
to act with extreme urgency: it cannot wait for another
casualty,

aid Karnataka/had
istered claims under the FRA. Howey-
et only 16326 titles walanud Thls

rlal Nehru, Indias first Prime Minister,
proposed such a vision in his work The
Discovery of fdia, and later formalised
it through the Panchsheel Principles
for Tribal Development. His free guid-
ing principles were: [{) People should
develop a long line of their own genius

Rather we should try to encourage in
ery w\yihm own teaditional art aid
culture. (i) Tribal rights in kandan
should be respected. (i) We should try
to erain and build up ateam of their own
o pep rig o i iudise, H

poaple
development. Some technical personnel
Fromoutsidewill beneedadin the begin
ning. But we should svoid introducing
oo many outsiders into ribal terrin-
. (iv) We should not over-administer
these areas or overwhelm them with
a mulbtiplicity of schemes, We should
rather work through their own social
nnd culmm] msumhuru ¥} Wc ﬂnuld
nithy

amount of money spent but by the qual-
ity of human character that is evolved.
This humane and integrative approach
is particularly relevant for PVTGs, who
still live in isolation. Integration should
bc:lgr:sdunlam!rt‘q)m'lulpmctss not
forceor:

culture and customs,
Efforts such as the PM-JANMAN
[.lnruan lem Nyaya Daha J\Uhmn:

Wlllh prowe the

implementation undem ores the grim
reality - despite the presence of a
erful low, systemic hurdles persist in

i of PYTGs,
The programme focuses on skill devel:
opment, vocational rraining, education,
healtheare, and infrastructure - espe-

Adoubtful friend is worse than a certain enemy.
Aesop

TO BE PRECISE

MAN] 1T'5 THE
CONGRESS PARTYL

EXPECT A STAMPEDE y

EVEN FOR HALF
A SEAT)

IN PERSPECTIVE

Oil spills

callfor

NEWIresponse

Recent incidents
along the Kerala coast
necessitate ashift from
ismanagementto

risk prevention

SWATHI KALYANI

ollowing accidents in-
Fvnluiru; the Liberian ves-

sel MSC ELSA 3 and the
Singaporean container MV
Wan Hai 506, both along Ker-
ala's const, the Arabian Sea’s
vulnerability to marine transit
hazards was further exposed
when oil tankers ADALYNN
and Front Eagle collided near
the Swrait of Hormuz on June

theseimpacts rarely Factorinio
jpolicy discussions,

Perhaps most concerning
is the absence of comprehen-
sive regulatory frameworks
governing maritime  pollu-
tion incidents, The absence of
mandatory state-leved oil spill
contingency plans for vessels
transiting Indian waters rep-
resents a significant policy
gap. The State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (bl.!l\‘h‘\}

also backs i t capac-
ityincluding boats and satellite:
datay, enhancing dependencices
oncentral agencics.
Containment to

interve,

tion
India’s Mational Ol Spill Dis-
aster Contingency Plan, last

and delivering justice to tribal populations. — cially in PYTG vill and habitations, 17, sparking massive fires, updated in 2014, sulfers from
Karnataka acwunls ftl‘ 4.0?"60”“ A recent incident underscores this s objectives include providing pucea These back-to-back incidents  weak enforcement mecha-
dia’ total Scheduled Tribe di Therewasanal ionbe-  houses,cdeandrinking water clectricity, | underscore a eritical reality:  nisms and l'rm:mu::od insti-
and is home to 50 tribal pween Forest D officialsand  mobile and road connectivity, anganwa- asIndin'smaritimetrafficsurg:  utional oversight. The

Among these, two communities - Jenu  police with Jenu Kuruba tribal families  di centres, and access wo entitlements, e, 50 does its exposure o oil - but everlapping nu:hom;v be-
Kuruba and Koraga -are recognisedas — attheirancestralvillage Karadikallu At By enhancing human capital through spills that demand immediate  tween 106G, Pollution Control
PVTGs. The Jenu Kuruba population  trkolli, located within the Nagarahole - better education and health services, policyinwerventionandiechne-  Boards, port authorities. and
stands at 36,076, primarily residing in ~ Tiger Reserve. The tribal community  the initlative aims 1o foster inchsive logical upgrades. Directorate General of Ship-
hl\qillru Knxiagll and Chamarajanagar  asserted their status as original inhab- ment, The response to such in- pmgmm chal-
The Koraga tribe, primarilyre-  itants with the right to remain onthe  (The writers rifl'ﬂmsmmlpmﬁ‘m's cidents bath delaysin legal
admgummsm] Karnataka - including  land. However, the Sub-Division Level  arshe Dy af U}ﬂﬂ Indlas maritime monitoring  action against polluters. The
Drakshina Kannada, Udupi, Kodagu, Committce (SDLC) established under  Degred to be University, Bengalt ilities and critical gaps  tiered response structure also
that threaten | creates ic botle-

I ﬁ Th 0 tional  mecks during majorincidents.
Centre for Ocean Information — The recent incidents high-

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE Services (INCOIS), Indian light the need w focus on
. . . CoastGuard(JCG)and Central - addressing India’s maritime
The maEStI‘O 01. medlClIle Marine Fisheries Research - vulnerability that n:qul[rl:s

o technol infra-

fectivelytomonitor thecilslick  structure d.emgned’hr ocean

and implement containment  monitoring. Deploying satel-
Alife dedicated to h(_-;]ling Hospital and the head of the depart-  (my mother would be waiting). mensures soon after the sink-  lites with advanced sensors

andinspiringothersis
waorth celebrating

VEENA BHARATHI

e were classmates in the
pre-umiversity course, though
erent sections, and 1

don't r!:m]lspcakmm hlmdunngrhnt

ment of paediatric medicine. During
paediatric postings, his fa would
explain childhood diseases and prowd-
Iy share stories about his son'’s health.
Trecall Dr Gowda saying. “Look at my
son Shekar, the Clive Lloyd of Mysore
Medical College. When Shekar had
measles at two, my coll ieq advised
against non-vegetarian food, but he
wits fed chicken soup, and e recovered
far more quickly.”

timme, W sh
ingopted for PCMHvthn:ls_W'hllt 1|L
Jjoined MBBS at Mysore Medical Col-
lege, being underage by six months, 1
pursued Zoology in my BSe, secured
first rank and secured a government
quuu for a medical seat at JIMMC,
ere. | transferred to Mysuru
Mcdn: College for my second year,
where my batchmate was already an
intern at KR Hospital and Cheluvamba
Hmipual
In Fact, his father, Dr Anke Gowda,
was the medical superintendent of the

Beyond demics. Shekar and
1 played together in the college or-
chestra, with me on the mandolin and
him on the guitar, T used o play Kan-
nacaand Hindi songs, with Shekar ac-
companying as guitarist. During the
practioe sessions, under the guidance
of our OBG Prof Dr Rajamma, Shekar
stayed only until he ate the samosas
which were served at the end of an
howir of practice. By that time, we would
have rehearsed Dum rtero dut and
Baanallu meene atleastowice, After the
samosas, Shekar would quickly depart,

Cheluvamba Childr

saying, "N kafeaa friaare”

Evenafver Shekar finished his high-
erstudies and beeamea diabetologist,
never once did he mention wanyone
that he is the great grandson of viedin
maestro Chowdiah and nephew of re-
bel star Ambarish.

Arecipient of the Dr BC Roy award,
this July, Dr M A Shekar, vice chancel-
lor of & reputed medical university in
Karnataka, retires after a three-year
tenure and four decades of a ‘no-break’
career as professor of medicine and di-
rectorof adiabetology instite in Kar-
nataka. Tean't helpbut feel proud that
Thave known the distinguished doctor
for half acentury! | have had the mem-
orable oceasion toghare the stage with
him at the Mysuru Medical College
Alumni Association gatherings, espe-
cially last vear when our alma mater,
Mysuru Medical College and Research
Institute, turned 100 years old.

On Doctor’s Day (Tuly 1), Tsalute Dr
M A Shekar for lighting up the lives of
many diabetic patients and inspiring
students and junior doctors,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EC must ensure bona fide voters are allowed to vote

Apropos ‘Massive voter

Narrow objectives

1 refer to ‘Preamble debate: The
R5S call and the battle over “social-
it & 'secular’ (Jun 28), The wiiter
has aptly explained that these words
reflect the goal of economic and
social development. Only those who
priovitise the greed of the few over
the needs of the many would ques-
tiom their inclusion in the Preamble.
The commaon sense of deprived mil-
lions will grasp the significance and

ilicatkon drive begins in
Hibar' {Jun 30), if the Election Commission's intention
i to remove names of volers appearing in more than
one constituency or those who are deceased, it is com-
mendable, However, mandating people to provide birth
details to prove Indian citizenship simply because their
names didn't figure in the 2003 electoral rolls raises
suspicions of mala lde intentions, Millions of Indians,
vietims of corruption, injustice, and oppression, are d

reject marrow political objectives.
EPMenon. Bengaluru

Navy'squiet heroism

The Indian Navy's swift response to
atanker blixze in the Gullof Cman
showeases its quiet heroism. While di-
pl.]macyhllemandpolu polarises,

illusioned and do not vote, Poor, uneducated, migrant
labourers, and senior citizens may lack documentary
evidence of their birthplace, Declaring them “ineli-
gibvle” to vote would deprive them of their citizenship
rights after living in this country for decades, Can they
all seck judicial recourse? The EC should ensure that
no injustioe is done to bona fide citizens in the guise of
vorer verification.

Prabhu Harle, Bengaluru

«chose to lead through service, not slo-
pane, Dowe, as anation, adequately
celebrate such courage, or are we too
shellshocked by daily notse to notice
silent valour? When duty calls, the
Navy doesn't blink.

Mohammad Hasnain, Muzaffarpur

the call, regs
ul[‘lngs This rescue was not just 2

Inaconflict-ndden region, India

Dur reackers ane welcome [oemal etters b
in (orly letters

ernanked - no handhwribten - will be acttpted)
Al letters must canty the sender's postal
address

i of the Liberian vessel, CM-
TRI's ongning constal surveys
folkowwing the accidents can be
extremely useful for disaster
management by the country’s
comstal states.

ISRO's EOS-04 saccllite
provided spatial images, us-
mg Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) bleof mon-

capable of oil type identifica-
tion would enable real-time
characterisation of pollutants,
allowing immediate deploy-
mint of appropriate response
technologies, These sensors,
already available, could trans-
form response effectivencss
from generic containment to

itoring il spills regardless of
lighting or weather, Howev-
el eliance on a primari-
Iy Earth observation saellite
highlights aconcerning gapin
India’s dedicated ocean mon-
itoring infrastructure. The
dependence on multi- purpose

vention.

Operational and decentral-
ised geospatial dashboards
lintegrating real-time satellite
data, weather information,
vessel tracking, and response
resource locations would
provide comprehensive situ-
ational awareness. Enhanced
o dination be.

creates
conflicts between monitoring
priorities and limits special-
pe surveillance

India’s umwnlqnll:mkc-
torymodelling refies on adape-
ed versions of the US National

NOANA Opcramml Modelling
Emvironment (GNOME) tool.
These generalised internation-
al modebsusing broad parame
ters and spatial data of coarse
resolutions might ssuggle with
India’s wrigue peninsular coast-
Ene, wu:tmul lrx:lll!ed damm—

0 pmiln ol spill behaviour,
These limitations become

nounced during monsoon
periods, when tropical ocean
patterns dramatically alter,
m‘ce@umtln*’nqpnn—qpecll’x‘

age .
tween state disaster manage-
ment authoritics and national
agencies like INCOIS and
1CG requires structured train-
ing programmes and regular
Joint exercises. Rather than
expecting universal expertise,

- shared capacity-building can

enable scamibess coordination
during emergencies. Regular
finberactive Lraining exercisesin
the state's specific geographic
conditions would identify op-
wrational gaps and improve
response protocols,

The Kerala chapter shows
that the maritime future of
Indian coastal states depends
ontransforming reactive crisis

Pree mamagement into proactive

risk prevention. This requires
immediate investments in
dedicated seean monitoring
satellites, comprehenshe regu-

tect More
cmlnll\ d\e

latary frame P

anly

absence,

MSW‘IM‘ 3\‘%“&

nui:swrs-
cial for determining appropei-
e Fesponac strategies,

Ol spills create cascading
impacts across sectors and en-
vironmental damage beyond
visible contamination - from
marine biodiversity t coastal
eeonomy, from health impact
on coastal communitics to
loasesin the energy sector. Yet

for India's
trun'tnl coastal environment.
The technology exists - what's
meeded is commitment o im-
plement comprehensive mar-
itime ecological safeguards
Ibefore the next inevitable spll
tests India’s resilience.

(The witer isa research
amalyst at the Takshashila
Insestution)
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Strategic opportunity
Mazagon Dock CDPLC deal boosts India’s maritime influence

Thean that d M DockShipbuilders Ltd (MDSL)will
acquire a controlling stake in Colombo Dockyard PLC (CDPLC) in adeal worth £53
million must be seen as animportant mikestone in strengthening India’s maritime
influence in a key corridor in the Indian Ocean Region. Mumbai-based MDSL,

which 'bullds warships and submarines for the Indum MWavy and pl.ntforms and
il drilling, is India's largest ipyard andac

Its propose isition ofthe ] king CDPLE, whichis
Sri Lanka's leading ship-building and repair facility, will expand MDSL's portfolio,
with the added benefit of the shipyard's strategic location near the deep-water har-

bour of Colombao Port, a significant transshlpmr_'m p-orl As astate-owned com-

pany, thisdeal does much toenh India’ island nation inwhich
China has been making significant inroads. Befjing already holds &5 per cent of the
Hambantota International Port group, and has s 90-year lease on the port, located
south of the country.

‘This strategic deal between MDSL and CDPLC was the outcome of extensive
discussion between Indian and Sri Lankan officials. The fact that the deal was
struck with a major [m:lum public-sector company mlhul thana pmrntu-seclul
player musthe seenasani 1t signal. It 12 iality between
the two ince the election of Anura Di last year.
Contrary to expectations given his pro-Chinese reputation, Mr Dissanayake has
managed a balancing act between Beijing, Sri Lanka ‘s biggest cn:dJLorr and New
Dethi, whichextended an emergency credit line Boonomic
turmoil. Inedia was the first foreign country Mr Dissanayake wsltr_'d in December
last year after being elected President.

COPLC has been in deep waters since November last year when its Japanese
partner, Onomichi Dockyard Company, which owned 51 per cent, exited after dis-
cussion between Colombo and Tokyo for inancial relief failed. As CDPLC faced a
dl:fuu]t and the prospect of closure and layoffs, MDSL was one of the companies

fori ials. Omthe faceof it, thedeal appearsto be mutually
beneficial. CDFLC has order books of over $300 million and sees access to MDSL's
technology and Indian supply chains and mndu:ts s asuunnufoppunum r MDSL
isbuilding three Scorpene sul it
the Indian Navy. The acquisition of COPLC will hﬂp the Indiandockyard in expan-
ding its heavy reliance on a single buyer (the Indian Navy) to markets in East Asia,
West Asia, Europe, and Africa, where the 81 Lankan company hasa presence,

‘Thatsaid, thedeal will alsobe a testof an Indizn public-sector company’s ability
to manage an overseas venture competently. The state-owned sector's record in
overseas ventures is decidedly mixed. The energy sector, with schas

akein
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Slashing food taritfs: A risky bet

Why NITI Aavog's push for US market access could hurt

India’s food security

A recent NI'TI Aayog paper recomimends sweeping
tariffouts on a range of agriculural impaorts from the

United States — including rice, dairy, pouliry, corn,
apples, almonds, and genetically-modified soya —as
partofthe proposed India-US Free Trade Agreement.

The paper, titled “Promoting Indiz-US Agricul-
tural Trade under the new US Trade Regime,” was
published in May. We look at its key recommenda-
tions and what they could mean for India's food
security, Let's start with rlce — Indla's staple food
BCI0ES States.

Rice: The paper suggests scrapping impeort tarffs on
US rice, as India already exports large amounts of
rice and hence faces little risk from impors. While
this argurnent sounids reasonable at first
glance, it overlocks a costly mistake
India made in the past.

In the waos and early 19708, India
faced food shortages and depended on
U food imports under PL-4B0 —a US
Law that allowed surplus food to be sold
or donated to countries lke India.

During global trade talks (Kennedy
and Tekyo Roundsof General Agreement
on Tarlffs and Trade or GATT, 1964-1979),
India —
agreed to U5 prrnpngn]smlnr:hm tariffsat

Hea like

OMNGC Videsh and Indian Oil Corporation, ished operatior The
Rail Indian Technical and Economic Service (RITES) and WAPCOS (awaterconsul-
Laru:'y]hwnpmwdmmpcuuwmmmmmwnslcmsu]ungpmgnmmninulman'y

others have faced theck

hathinderp
= red tape and tnchnul.ogu:n] stsgnnuorLMDSLdms rmsuﬂcr from these draw-
backs and it has a reputation for effickent management. In a region where Chinese
state-owned enterprises dominate, much hinges on its success.

Scaling up garment production
Incentive schemes without structural reforms will not help

Thie textile and apparel industry is India’s largest employment generator after
agriculture, and contributes 2.3 per cent to the country's gross domestic product.
Maotably, 80 per cent of its capacity is spread across clusters of micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs), implying that a significant portion of the produc-
tion process, from raw-material processing to garment manufacturing, remains
labour-intensive. As reported by this newspaper last week, the Union govern-
mentisin the process of formulating a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme
for garments, This will be separate from the existing PLI scheme for textiles.
While the proposal brings fresh hope, pnst evidence begs tl'u: question whether
the PLI scheme can indeed transform India’ ecosystem

Other than smartp dp icals, overall investment remains
far from what was initially expected in other sectors where PLI schemes were
launched. India's industrial strategy, instead of being harnessed to generate pro-
ductive employment and boost export potential, is tilting towards import sub-
stitution. The PLI scheme shortlists firms and provides subsldu:s ranging from
4= ﬁpi:rccm ‘based on conditions likeir and p wever, PLI-
ir hash create the scale of emplo needed,
especially in low-skill manufacturing. The PLI scheme for textile is a case in
point. Aimed at boosting the production of manmade fibre (MMF) apparel and
MMF fabric, itwas in 2021 with a bud, youtlay of ¥10,683 crore for
five years, However, growth in investment in the sector remains slower than
anticipated. In fact, textile exports stood at $34.4 billion in 2023-24, marking &
decline of over 3 per cent over the previous financial vear. It is warth noting that
what worked for electronics perhaps cannot be replicated for garments, asector
dominated by tiny artisan clusters and informal microunits. They may not bene-
fit from a mode] designed to n:wn:d firms with capacity and scale.

‘Thekey issuesin d garment sector, including limited access o
Ew ials, inefficient logistics, ne trade procedures, and restrict-
ive labour regulations, have si) eroded India’s itiveness, par-
ticularly in comparison to countries like Bangladesh and Vietnam, which have
successfully positioned themselves as low- cost manufacturing export hubs for
parments. A recent study conducted by the Global Trade Research Initiative
also flagged several domestic barriers. These include high import duties
imposed on fabrics, which raise production costs. Additionally, quality norms
on key raw materials such as polyester and viscose staple fibres have created
compliance burdens for businesses. Customs-related bottlenecks also hinder
the smooth flow of raw materials and finished products. A particularly striking
B le rel the Di al of Foreign Trade’s imiport policy cir-
cular of 2001, which requires that all imports of textile into India be accompa-
nied by a pre-shipment inspection certificate issued by a textile-testing
laboratory accredited to the national accreditation agency of the supplier’s

country. Therefore, deeper structural reforms are needed to create the kind of

competitive, inclusive ecosystem that allows not just a few firms but the entire
industry to thrive.

‘America is Charlottesville now’

BOOK Orange. The Confed Robert

rice, wheat, and skimmed milk
pawdar. l'hl! meant India gave up the right to raise
tariffs on these items in the fumure.

Later, the Greem HRevolution significantly
boosted India's farm output. and by the early
10905, the country had become self-sufficient in
rice and wheat. Indian farmers now needed tariff
protection from cheap, subsidised impors — bur
the old GATT commitments left India unable to
raise tariffs. The only legal option was to renegot-
ate under GATT's Article XXV, which India did
In the 1990s.

However, renegotiations werecostly: India had to
lower tariffs on other items, such as butter, cheese,
apples, citrus fruit, and olive oll, to compensate its
trade partners, including the US and the European

then a major food importer— R SRIVARTRUR

ILLLISTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Union. Some of these subsidised products flooded
the Indian market, hurting local farmers.

The key lesson is that once a country legally
commits to low or zero tariffs, regalning flexibility
is very difficult and expensive. Temporary sur-
pluses should not justify permanent tariff cuts in
core farm products. The NITI Aayog paper over-
looks this critical point.

Global grain price volatility: The NIT] Aayog paper
also overlooks the risks associated with global grain
price fluctuations. For example, from 2004 to 2016,
global grain prices crashed — wheat fiell below 160
per tonne — forcing many African farmers out of
business. If Indla remaoves tariffs, cheap and subal-
dised US grains could flood the market
in such times, leaving Indian produce
unsald, and discouraging farmers from
plantingthe next crop. Thiswould make
India dependent on il N
If global prices later spike — as they
did in 2005-08 and 20a0-11 (wheat
prices increased by 130 per cent, while
maize prices rose by 70 per cent) —
India would face expensive emergency
Impaorts, just as Ghana and Nigeria did
during those years. Such boom-bust
cycles have damaged food security in
many African nations. India must avold this. with
over 100 million small farmers, itshould k

Dairy and poultry: The NIT1 Aayog paper suggesis
India should cut tariffs on US dairy and poultry
imparts and regulate impaorts through SPS (sanitary
and phytosanitary) standards. 5PS standards are
designed to ensure food safety and protect human,
animal, and plant health.

Replacing tariffs with weaker 3PS measures —
which are more easily challenged — would promota
impores. The Us hss]nnguppnsed India's rule that
imparted mi it fed meat
or blood, a rule Indiz considers essentlal for health
and culeral reasons. Additionally, Indias SPS
enforcement is patchy and kacks robust technical sup-
port, rendering it an unreliable substitute for tariffa.
Cutting tariffs on dairy and poultry, therefore, would
bea mistake,

GM sz MIT1 A ypases allowing
Imparts of LIS corn for ethanol | blending This is cur-
rently banned in India. It supports importing DDGS
(distiller's drled grains with sohibles) — a genetically
modified (GMO} cormn byproduct used in animal feed
— fior processing and re-exgport. The argument is that
this

ring India’
domestic food and feed supply.

‘The paper also recomnmends iImporting GM soy-
bean seeds under a “controlled” model, where the
seeds would be crushed in coastal areas, the oil sold
locally, and the soymeal (which contains GM tralis)
exported o avwoid domestie contamination.

However, India’s fragmented supply chains and
wenk SPS enforcement make such controls unreal-
Istic. Once GM products enter, they are likely to leak
into local agriculture — risking food safety, harming
the environment, and exposing Indian exports to

hans ntamination
India should I uthon
before reduck mt t d trade

deal with the US. Once reduced, tarlffs are tough to
ralse again — even If global prices crash or Indian
farmers suffer losses. This could leave India vulner-
able, especiallysince countries like the LS and the ELT
continue to subsidise thelr farmers haavily.
Keepingtariffflexibility fan't outdated protection-
lsm —itsa tool to protect food security,

onstaples like rice and wheat to protect farmers and
ensure stable food supplies.

Also, removing rloe tarl ffs would reward the very
groups attacking India's food policies. The USA Rice
Federation has repeatedly challenged India at the
World Trade Organization, accusing it of breaking
subsldy rules and distorting trade through its mini-
mum support price and public procurement. Cur-
ting tariffs in & US trade deal would only strengthen
thelrefforstoweaken Indla's food security system,
which protects both farmers and consumers.

With food security now shaped by geopolitics,
climate change, and market manipulation, India
must be cautious.

support rural incomes, and manage market shocks,
In today’s world of rising food I.nsecull[y climate
India must
preserve its ability to shield farmers and consumers
from global market shocks.

India must hold open, transparent discussions
with state governments, farmer groups, and experts.
before making any binding decisions on opening
the farm sector under the FTA, Farming supports
over 700 million people — It's not just & livelihood
but the backbone of the nwral economy and the
natkon's food system.

risks, lictable

The author is founder, Global Trade Research Initiative

The problems Indiaignores

‘What will Indiz need to become a global economic
powerhouse and a developed nation by 20477
Ewveryone, including this columnist, has pointed out
that our gross domestic product (GDE) will need to
grow conslstently atover 7.5 per cent fora sustained
period — ideally over & per cent {real GDP growth,
not nominal.

What will help us grow in that manner? In my
book — Will india Ger Rich Before It Turns 100 — 1
have polnted out that among the things we need to
focus on are education and health care,
without which no country has been able
o take advantage of a demographic
bulge. Apart from that, conslstent, long-
nem'l stable palicies, improved logistics,

and tech
andadnpdnn are critical focus areas.

There are also looming threats, &s
well s oppormunities, that poti
need to develop strategles for. These
include climate change and artificial

hundreds of crores are being spent. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government has maintained a
steadfast focus on infrastructure development since
ins first term. Every Union Budget has allocaed large
sums for this purpose. Thousands of kilometres of
highways have been buili. and port and alrport
capacities have been expanded.

Unfortunately, much of the new Infrastructure s
Imawgurated with great fanfare, anly tostart showing
problems within weeks or months. Mew alrport ter-
minals struggle to cope with thedr first
rains. Highways costing hundreds of
crores develop cracks and potholes in
no time. Roads meant to last two dec-
ades require repairs within six months.
Several bridges have collapsed even
before completion. Water tanks, built
with crores of public funds, have col-
Ispsedwlmln mnrlhsnrbeingﬁnishai

eral of Civil A\daﬂnn(utr(‘-‘\] ma cavalier approach i
saferyy ificials atthe verytop,
the enormaous but enﬂle}y soh-able problems of our
aviation sector have come under harsh spotlight.
Ditto for railway crashes, which turned thespaotlight
on the thousands of vacancies not filled by Indian
Railways —amajor cause behind the accldents, apart
from ageing lines and other Issues.
Ortake the caseof our food and drugs quality con-
trols — from severe understaffing of our regulators o
lack of punitive action on manufacturing units that
are regular offenders. These issues show up in non-
standard quality drugs and food productsthat donot
conform wosafety standards. These, In turm, show up
as increased health costs for citlzens, and loss of pro-
ductlvity as well.
‘There are dozens of other isswes as well — from
the poor UI/UX, inadequate processing power. and
limited bandwidthof our government websites tothe

Exampl d roads, fly-
overs, and bndges from across the

Gy A
intelligence. In addition, there is a need PROSAIC VIEW country keepsurfacing on social media,

to develop and control the entire eco-

system in multiple critical areas — from  PROSENJIT DATTA

key drugs to computer chips and rare
earths —sothatwe are not dependent on
other countries.

Ifwe leave aside the big picture though, there are
multiple issues that receive little attention simply
because they do not require a grand vision. These
issues slow our growth, despite many good policies
and efforts by the government. They areoften talked
about informally among entrepreneurs — small,
medium and big — when no government represen-
ratives are present.

Theseareall genuine pain poinis that the average
entreprenaur, worker, and citlzen face daily, resulting
inreduced efficlency, lower productivity, and waste-
ful spending.

Let us ook at some of these issues, starting with
the quality of newly built infrastructure on which

alongwith their photos.

Apart from the expenses and tme
spent on repalring and rectifying
defects in newly built infrastructure,
what s often not captured is the bost time and pro-
ducllvlty caused by hsdly'bull( Infrastructure. From
extrati I fuel, these
affect people's productivity and show up inslower
GDP growth. They are tiny but visible barriers to aur
logistic and manufacturing competitivensss.

‘The quality problems persist insectorsother than
Imfrastructure. In some services or products, they
rnanifest themsalves assafety ssussor non-standard
quality goods. Takethecase of the recent crashof the
Alr India flight. While the exact reason for the crash
will be known later, after the investigation is com-
plete, a veritable Pandora's box of Issues has been

following the crash,

From huge understaffing at the Directorate Gen-

speeds and sarvice of our telecom sector
—all ofwhich result in lower productivity.

‘These areall well-known issues. Some stem from
deep-seated cormuptionthat Prime Minister Modi has
repeatedly promised to eradicate. Others are slmply
the resultof alack of interest in creating high-qualine
products and services. The government, the corpor-
ate sector, and citizens all are equally responsible,
each ina differentway.

‘These are not easy problems to solve but they are
not difficult either — if the governments (Union as
‘well as state) focus on them. Other countries have
also faced corruption (ssues and managed to solve
them. Many countries — including Japan — stamed
‘withserlous quality problems burwent on to become
the beacons of quality later on. What Is required is
palitical will and a national shift in mindset. If the

happens, the second will follow.

The author is former editor of Business Tedayand
Businessworld, and founder of Prosale View,
an editorlal consultancy

population, led by & 15-year- long programmes of research  January 6, 2000 insurrection on the

old schoolgirl Zyahna Bryant oneugenics resembling those  Capitol, but she calls it Charlottesville
and activist black chergy, of Adolf Hitler are examined. 2. She would surely think of the hap-
asrarted demanding a name Ezra Pound, the admirer of penings of antl-1CE demonstrations in

warlants garbed in

change forthe park and shift-

Benito Mussclini whohad

Los Angeles and Mr Trump’s recourse to

E Lee was also a Virnginlan. Hecom-
manded the Army of Morth Virginla,
whichincluded Charlottesville. Yet, Char-
sthing much
happened. Pust{l\ l'war Reconstruction
quickly gave way toJim Crow leglslation,
which left the freed slaves as poor as
before and confined toa ghetto. The
ramagocfme\flnega!ruudm:(lnﬂhm-

SHREEKANT SAMERANI
Charlottesville inthe Com dth of
Vinginia is a ity of about 50,000, evenly

divided among whire and black residents.

It isamongthe oldest cities in the stare,
‘withgreat historical significance. Mon-
ticello, the estate of Thomas Jefferson,
oneofthe founding fathers of the United
Suates and its third President, s just out-
side thecity. Jefferson's successor as
President, James Madison, the “father of
the Constitution,” and the author of the
Virginia Compromise, which equated
electorally five freed slaves w three white
persons, was from the nearby wown of

thelr signature white-sheet-and-hood
attlre had gathered in the town to “take
back” what was theirs, namely the park
and the statuas,

Donald I Trump, who had become
the 45th President of the USin January
2007, pronounced that there had been
very fine pecple on both sides in Charlat-
tesville. Ms Baker, who hails fromthe
own, felt that "a Rubicon had been

lurm:ursmped me'b.lsjc nedghbour-
s, Tt

Mw‘thmruemﬂ.eemdmhnnyloeh
stuck out ined

crossed ... Pwplewun‘(sland Funha‘t

but li before.

madingand researchingand meeting
4

That changed quickly on Auguss 13,
2007, The “beawtiful ugly city” as author
Deborah Baker of the book under review
called Charlottesville, attracted national
headlines because a race ot in the city
resulted in acar unningberserkina no-

ofthe hateful past.

d what had hap-
pena:l and why. The result s athor-
oughly researched long book, naming
mames and quoting

ingthe offending statues.
Evenmually, in2017, the area.
was renamed Emancipation
Parkand the Lee statue was
placed onthe list of removals.

declared admiringly that Jef-
ferson was a fasclst, Is scruti-
nised. Hewas in residence at
d\eunj\ersltysﬁerhls

from asylum, Inan

the National Guards and the Marines as
‘Charlottesville 10 Ms Baker despairs:
She quotes Dr Jeffrey Pugh. a white
‘ordained minister on the cusp of rexir-
InginCh; lle, 1 don’t know

“This put Charbottesville in the ; ironic twist of fate. Mr Trump
lensof nmmu;l\:i::raclst P e A study st I.nsn\ze‘kguthlem;rertu
groups, leading atorch  Char 0
march on Mother's Day inMay 9 208 and resbtante  wyo o berayop of tsstress
and theviclous Klansrallyaf 2V Ee=in B o diversity, equality and
Aumust that year, Rt Haree " inclusion (DET).

Diligance and thorough-
nessdonotdo full justiceta Ms
Baker's enterprise. She covers

y H0 pags sources
and notes attest tothe depthof research.

For layreaders, ﬁpeclal.‘lythe nof- Ameﬂ-

o2 pages 1299

‘What emerges from this
churn? The new American
right manifests as a Hydra-
headed monster, with names such as

anotherway of saying it ‘We're inthe
sit. America is Charlottesville now.
Everywhere is Charlottesville.”

‘One only has tolook at the diktats Mr
Trump has letloose on America: Jettl-
soning DEI mandates, attempting to
force universities, inchading the holiest
«of the holles, Harvard, to bend to his will;
selactive immigration controls, among

|5 CANVAS, wd term- -Umgrthllga. Those who had always seen
porally. hhenacathealmedemsof Proud Boys and the Oathk They America hinkng city on the hill
most il both sides. She analyses  are seemingly independent, but united ‘would fervently want wo believe that its
th hival fJefferson on the race in their espousal of the “combustible moral fibre is resilient enowgh to with-
issue, Despite his Hbertarian I.ean]nga he mixof fasclsm, Mazism. white suprem- stand another 1,300 days of the abomina-
owned & number of sl vy it hobia, and Lost Cause tlonthat its leadership.

drive zone killingc

That would cans, itis ingbut b freed) and sired at hi "mehn deﬁan:e Mr Trumpis notthe cause of
not have meant much as race riots go, but read.lhh\ghndstmd.:lnlngmm Sally i ot It, but is the distilled essence of it. The
thiswas something else. The Ku Klux first decade of this century. The black was 14. The Un ity of Virgink dit=  authorsaysshe the

Thereviewer s a Baroda-based
‘economist
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INVOLVES US ALL

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

SECULAR

In the Preamble, it's not just aword. It's an article of faith in the
way the nation defines itself and holdsitself together

HEWORD “SECULAR" wias included in the Preamble of India's Constitution

EDITORIAL PAGE

VWL INUUANEAFRESS LUM

WOoRDLY WISE

THE ONLY WAY FOR A WOMAN...

TO FIND HERSELF, TO

KNOW HERSELF AS A PERSON, 15 BY CREATIVE WORK OF
HER OWN, — BETTY FRIEDAN

The receding future

obsession with past hides a narrowing of the horizon

Debates over Emergency, nationalism are necessary, but

PraTar BHANU MEHTA

HARUKI MURAKAMI ONCE wrote,
“Unfortunately, the clock is ticking, the hours
are going by. The past increases, the future
recedes. Possibilities decreasing, regrets

hrough Tatic Itwas 1976, th

‘was in place, |r|an3|I Oppusltm leaders had been jailed, there was a clamp

dowm by
sitiy ip. The 42nd \ct were
mdc—m\gu\gmdmmal cur!.mlmgr@lts,whmhr@dmvn the Couwrt's power of
judici d any part ofthe C
transferring from thy Centre, eroding the federal structure. 5o yes, the

introduction of the word “secular” in the Constitution's Preamble — now the centre of a
controversy after senior members of the BJP-led establishment have urged that it be re-
mived (along with “socialist”, but the latter word is not their real target) — did m('l:a]m
place in happy drrumstances, And yet, havi “secular” was not

~This might seem like a medita-
tion ongrowing older —when the weight of
the past grows heavier and the space of pos-
sibility contracts. But it also seems to cap-
ture the emotional register of the way in
which nations speak about their histories,
This paper has witnessed scintillating
debates about the nature of natienalism
and the roots of the Emergency. These are a
credit to the intellectual seriousness of
those participating. Who can deny that we
st return to the past: For insight, for in-
spiration, for forgotten histories, and above

Preamible, andits inclusion has b Court, t
by the 42nd ! because it i
fundamentally and imalienably. As the Supreme Court said in its landmark ruling in the
fcasein 1973, sec ismis the Constitution's basic structure.
And, last year, the Court, hearing a p waortds,
s0m ko do 5o, that India has i i
Thcwdsu:ularrmyhaw:bemFnrmallyaﬂdndhytrt‘ﬂndmndntmburm]ar-
infArticle 255 moar-
o all citizens.

ism itinmo the I
ience, to profess, practise and |
Justice, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity — ina multi-
omplete without a commitment to Secularism. That is
nmmsaydlatlndla‘ssm:umsmhasnmbum dchmdczmnmuﬂy.aﬂm:twﬂlnmmn—
tinue to be discussed. In an argu racy, where sec
nnﬂlylndlandlam no hard Illusamdﬁwnbcmm&ulrhandstmthmls

of religion from public view, th t

anteeof

there whatit mean: ifti ity Suc

have picked up pace and force smccdu:E]P came to power with a majority in 2014 The

Narendra Modi now in it thi presides. P 1ount 3 mone
ythe sec fromanti- laws

and mandatory state clearances for inter-faith in BjP-ruled

age ions of Hi iigiosity, fit A himself taking the lead in rituals of con-

secrationof a temple in Ayodhy ideas of d R,

At ime, thi refrain i il

and “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, In that lies hope for a pluralist, rights-respecting and in-
clusive democracy. The hope is that any homogenising political project will come up
against its limits. That, n.‘gm'dlessuﬁﬂl:fammmuscwhu rule, nio government will be
able to change the way thi ion i together. India is secular
and will in =0, the constituti will hold. The word “secularism” in the
Preamble, therefore, is not just a word, It's an article of faith,

NO SAFE SPACE

Aftermath of Kolkata law student’s alleged rape on campus
underscores how crime gets hijacked by partisan politics

(COLLECE, LIKE a hospital, is meant to be a refuge and a place of equality. For
a24-year-old law student at Kolkata's South Calcutta Law College, however,
the campass became the space for brutal violation, Her alleged rape on June
25— less than a year after the rape and murder of a trainee doctor at RG Kar
Mndn:a] College — Ean]ndlcunr:ntda state and society that

d again. It is ak

boits women
f an ication that has be-
come a n:un'nr\glcammm\‘\k:st Bengal — cmncsagamstmnr:nalc higacked by a rau-
cous and partisan politics ina state that professes to put women at the centre.

Allfour accused have been arrested and a Special Investigation Team constituted. But the
‘outrage has been co-opted by political agendas, Opposition parties have spotlighted the
Trinamool Chhatra Parishad [TMC student wing) affiliation of three of the four acoused —
aformer student and contractual employee, and two current students; the BJP has formed
a*fact-finding” committee to probe institutional lapses. The TMC government has prom-
ised “exxemplary punishment™, but not before tone-deaf, misogynistic mmaﬂu haw:bcm
mache by its own functionaries. The predic frermath of the cri

all, to the present? But even
among the most well-intentioned, one can-
not shake the feeling that we are litigating
the past partly because we are at a dead end
when it comes to imagining the future.

Take the debate over Indian national-
ism. What work is it doing in our present
context? [ts primary function now seems
to be boundary-setting: To distinguish the
“mood™ from the “bad” nationalism. But the
mu:mmnma(wemmallopﬂatcmthm
unchal-
lcngcd.T)u: frame persists: Are you the right
kind or the wrong kind? This frameworlk,

. only reinforces the grip of nation-
alism on our political imagination.

There are three dangers in this enter-
pense -two hlstuncal and one ethical. First,

tis fraught.
There is no easy mapping of morally good
ideas onto virtuous political outcomes.
“Good" nationalisms have often carried
their own blind spots — and left their own
corpses, “Bad” ones have tapped into sup-
pressed histories. It is wishful thinking to
believe that fixing nationalism will resolve
our political crises.

Second, the search in the past often fails
to properly historicise the past. To put it
blunthy: We cannot build a fiture by relying
perpetually on the crutches of whichever
figure we admire — Jawaharlal Nehru,
Mahatma Candhi, B R Ambedkar, Ram
Manohar Lohia. They did their own think-
ing, made their own judgements, acknowl-
edged their own limitations. We can draw

But the ethical worry is this.
Take the dozens of important
issues which divide us,
everything from free speech
to the nature of our
development to our
geopolitical environment.
The problem with the idea
that we somehow need to get
the nature of our national
right befiore we tackle these
issues is that it morally
obscures what it is at stake.
Rather than fixing good and
bad nationalism, let us talk
directly about the issues and
values at stake.

from them, even think with them. But they
cannot substitute for thinking now, in and
for our moment. In any case, we must ask:
Are the debates we are having the ones the
next generation ought o inherit? Much of
our nostalgia is for *roads not taken"”, But

state and community power to the maxi-
mum mmnrpumhln’ And dowv:cmam the
materialc
exercise this lrv_-cdurn? Ifwe embrace these
meoral principles and ohjectives, the issue of
nemrnunallsm goes away. The mone we tie

those roads are closed not by tovide-
ological ermor. Their closure demands deeper
diagnoses of present transformations.

But the ethical worry is this. Take the
dozens of important izsues which divide us,
everything from free speech to t‘hv: nature
of our to our
vironment. Tlu:prublr:rn with theideathat
w:sumemw need to get the nature of our

finding the right kind
of nationalism, the more values will get ob-
scured by historical debates.

The Emergency was a dark episode in
Indian history. It raises profound issves of
accountability. But has not most of our
public discussion on the Emergency been,
mot an act of historical reckoning, but a di-
wversion from the present? The BJF's use of

before we tackle these is-
sues is that it morally obscures what itis at
stake. Rather than fixing good and bad na-
tionalism, let us talk directly about the is-
sues and values at stake. How will the
“right” nationalism give an answer to the
question: What are the boundaries of free
speech? How do we combat practices of
discrimination that still exist? How do we
defend a free society? Should personal Laws
be allowed? How do we create a sustain-
able, inclusive, vigoros 1? The

it is politically dable. It simply
uses it to exonerate itself from creating a
regime of poisonous and insidiows control
that will, in the long term, prove even more
damaging. But even for non-BJP folks, the
recourse to the Emergency now functions
as a kind of psychological exoneration to
passivity. All sides are guilty. Saying that
authoritarianism is one of those cyclical
things has become a way of escaping the
gravity of the present.

All societie onausable past,

maore nationalism, good or bad, colonises
our imagination, the more obscure our an-
swers to these questions become. Fixing the
right kind of nationalism is mot just irmele-
vant, it has become a dangerous form of di-
wersion, producing a performative politics
on all sides.

Asfaras1cansee, there is only one ques-
tion towhich the nationalism debate might
be relevant. This isthe communal question,
the place of minarities in India, animagining
of India where all communities with their
histories have a p]an:c But even there, it is

something that both secures continuity in
time and can be a source of pride, as a way
of being in the world. But only if you have
a furture horizon can you construct a usable
past. What is disquieting about this mo-
ment is the sense of a loss of the future. Yes,
we hear of Viksit Bharat 2047 — a techno-
cratic dream built of roads and metrics —
It this isa future shom of moral imagina-
tion, ohsessed still with the past. But the
idenlogical response to that has also been
to play on the terrain of the past. Itis telling
that the one patrictic song that now seems

morally ohfuscating the debate
through the category of nationalism. There
are two simple ethical principles at stake:
No member of any community should be
targeted simply for being who they are, any-
where, We should not care what “national-
ism" this principle fits into. If this principle
does not move you, the right kind of nation-
alism is beside the point. And second, we
need a conversation about the values on
which our social contract will be founded.
Dowe imagine India as a zone of freedom,
where each citizen is protected, from both

out of time, as it were, with no
resonance at all, is *Chhodo kal ki baatein,
kal ki baat purani, naye dour me likhenge
milkar nayi kahand.” This is truly ironic fora
country whose population is so young. Itis
doubly galling that in an era of economic,
technological and moral change on such a
planetary scale, we still want to remain
stuck in the Seventies. The past, indeed, in-
creases, as the future recedes.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

WEST AND I'TS ECHO CHAMBERS

Ukraine and Europe’s new tribunal is the latest anti-Russia stunt

DENIS ALIPOV

OMN JUME 25, the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, Alain Berset, and
Ulummanhﬂdcnt\ch]udymw?_l:lcnskyy
igned an what they
are calling a “Special Tribunal for the Crime
of Aggression against Ukraine™ The aimis
supposedly o “hold accountable” Russia's

political and military leadership for al-

dational enable such horrors. Gende: Indulsmtanabcm lcgl:dly “using force in violation of the UN
tion, itis structural i ften tional, po- Charter”. This mowe is just the latest ina se-
litical i larity. Thisis particularly ac where ries of anti-Russia legal stunts cooked up

Lawr and order i in a shadow itical i hy[“i);vandnsmucrnba.dm

hosrific Dece Delhi P ingwith ginal
ml:‘cm "E e mbchD‘lZ oty e called “tribunal” through thl: United
tcy. Banexj Nations. But the cﬁunwas]argrly:gnmd
Uity Itrmust confront — given its pseod

i n — rebuild instituti nat- found, Inlatt th]sls)\otthl:ﬁmnmc
ically T mespectivec itical af- such have fallen flat.
filiation, Whena walki il hospital without fear of violence, itis Back in January 2024, the International
ot just a Eailu S — s f 2 civil et Court of Justice threw out Ukraine's accu-

¥

MAPPING A STAR

Inher lifetime, Annie Walker never got her due. It turns out she
might have been one of the UK's first women astronomers

HAT DHD ANNIE Walker look like? Had she been a man, her portrait
wwould have graced the hallowed halls of Cambridge University and
perhaps even the Royal Society. Yet, both during her lifetime and for
decades after she died in 1940, one of the moest significant figures in
the hmryocfaslmnunwmsal] bul: unknown. Walker, recently unearthed evidence con-
firms, Britiz Mow, the [nstitute
at Cambridge has appealed to madmufmecuummr inthe UK and Australia for a picture
of scientist to correct a hi justice,

‘Walker is not thcunly woman to be gmmd by history. Rosalind Franklin did pioneer-
ing: ith DNA,p isthe foundation of modern ge-
netics. Her contribution was ignored when the Nobel Prize for work on DNA was given in
Igﬁl]n literature, Zelda Fitzgerald, the wife of FScott Flzg.‘ra]d.nasd:murused fordecades,

because of how Ermest i She
not only hr;]pcd her hushand write and Ddlt ‘but could do little as be plagiarised and plun-
deredherpi diary. For long, it
helping men chart stars. In[acl: heavenly bodies.

Wioemen, workers. i th hise por-
traits are lost. Feople know the architect, not the mason; thr:ymrnbu the “gentleman”
astronomer but not the miller' Walker left after
the . idge Ob: Robert Ball, whodisapp WomEn
‘working. Ascience that Iouluax:mc infinite was hobbled by petty prejudice.

wasa

L‘Elll

sations that Russia had violated interna-
tional conventions on terrorism financing
and racial discrimination. Yet, Kyiv and
Strashourg still cling to the fantasy that this
new “tribunal” can somehow legitimise
their anti-Russia narrative.

Toamyone outside the echochamber of
European palitics, this whole idea seems
delusional — but it is clearly designed to
stoke fear among Europeans about the
non-existent “Russian threat”, which NATO

For years, the West has
brushed aside reality —
ignoring Russia’s legitimate
security concerns, its right to
self-defence, and its actions
international
factors were key in
e:r:a]a ng thL Ukrainian

this tribunal push feels like
nothing more than a
desperate attempt by Europe
to shield Kyiv from an
investigation into its own
TIUMETOLS WAT CTimes.

eagerly plays up o justify

Let's not forget: According to the UN
Charter, anly the Security Council has the
authority to determine whether an act of
aggression has occurred and to impose
sanctions, Neither the Council of Europe
nor Zelenskyy has that mandate. Since they
cannot get their way through international
lawy, they are trylng o n:plan: itwitha no-

this tribunal idea around to countries out-
side the region — particularly in the Global
South. The strategy is to create a precedent
that turns this legal fiction into a new tool
of neo-colonial pressure against anyone
who refuses to toe the line of the West. The
endgame is as clear as it is cynical.

What is especially troubling is the tim-
mg. Thr:sc MOVES cumv:]ust as fragile ne-

torious “rules-b:

eacuse for applying double standalds

For years, the West has brushcd aside

lity — ignoring Russia's -
rity concerns, its right to self-defence, and
its actions grounded in international law.
These factors were key in escalating the
Ulkrainian crisis in the first place. Now, this
tribunal push feels like nothing more than
a desperate attempt by Europe to shield
Ky from an investigation into its own nu-
merous war crimes.and to mask the strate-
gic missteps in their reckiess bid to “defeat”
Russia at any cost.

Russia’s stance on all this has been loud
and clear: These schemes have no legal
weight. They have no legitimacy and are
not about justice or peace. To the contrary,
they make a peaceful resolution even
harder to achieve,

MNow that the agreement has been
signed, Kyiv and Strasbourg are shopping

— a dlear attempt
to sabotage any rhancc at dialogue. And
they go hand-in-hand with Kyiv's daily
drone attacks on Russian civilian infra-
structure, deep inside our territory. Europe
turns a blind eye, sticking to its one-sided
marrative and pretending not to see the big-
ger picture., It is more proof that the cre-
ators of this tribunal are not interested in
peace — they are playing politics, plain
and simple.

Russia's position has not changed: We
remain committed to a diplomatic solu-
tion, one that addresses the root causes of
the conflict and reflects the facts on the
ground. Russia’s leadership has said it time
and again — the longer this conflict drags
om, the worse the eventual terms will be
fior Ukraine. Europe is now doing every-
thing to make that happen.

The writer is Russion Ambassador to India

Jury 1,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

BrACK Box MYSTERY

THE IRISH GOVERNMENT said that it was
doubtful that the "black bax” flizht recorders.
had been located at the crash site of the Air
India jumbo jet. In Loadon, Britain's defence
ministry maintained that the Irish had been
over-hasty in concluding that faint, intermit-

tent signals picked up by a British naval scabccl
operations vessel, HMS Chaflenger, came:

the recorders.

MANIPUR CABINET RIFT

AMAMJOR RIFT appears to have surfaced be-
‘tween the Manipur Chief Minister, Rishang

epaper.l mduansxpmsﬁum .. .

Keishing, I i L 1. Bcﬂ:ﬂ.‘
Lalit Singh (finance), 1 Tompok Singh (educa- of thej
tion} and § Larho [agru:ultun:] — with the Slm,ﬂ)chnmrnmetclurExmlmlls,

Khurshed

three ministers amemoarandum

to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi against
l(tﬁhlr@?\h@ﬂyplnﬂsuumn]nmha]salﬂ
that harge
ofc ion and anti-party acti

Keishing, besides alleged export of timber
from Manipur.

YAKUB KHAN IN DELHI

THEPAKIST,
‘Yakub Khan, will arrive in New Delhi at the
head of a delegation for the second meeting

of talks with his counterpart.

AMERICAN HOSTAGES

THIRTY-MINE AMERICAN hostages in a Red
Cross convoy crossed the border from
Lebanon to Syria, 17 days after they were hi-
jacked aboard a TWIA plane by Shitte Muslim
gunmen. The Americans, released by Shiite
leader Nabih Berri, were handed copies of the
szntylcbmﬁcmmlmlmantnandpmk
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The thali index

N Te

Food subsidy needs more to be rationalised rather than eliminated

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN
AND AMAN Ra)

THE PUBLICATION OF the survey of house-
hold consumption expenditure for 2023-
24 by the National Statistics Office in
January 2025 has been followed by a flurry
of estimates of poverty in India. OF these,
two have received the most attention, The
first off the block was a report from SBIin
January, which was followed by one from
the World Bank, They report more of less
similar findings. The former flags “a rermark-
able decline in rural poverty, estimated at
A86 percent in FY24.. urban poverty esti-
mated at 4.00 per cent”, The World Bank's
report is far more optimistic, pegging “ex-
treme poverty” at 2.8 per cent for rural India
and 1.1 percent for urban Indiain 2022-23,
IF powerty in Inclia is what these estimates
show, it would be a matter for rejoicing, as
itwould have been virtually eradicared,
Theseestimates of poverty have brought
forth many responses. The Narendra Modi
government's wotaries have been quick to
claim that the outcome reflects the success
of its policies, Critics have focused on the
. bility of the Latest
tion. data \mthtlwu: for 2011-12 a;:lu: -
y since,
 neyloct the issue of the standard of liv-
ing m Indla and whether the extant
-
derlying these estimates can lead o any-
thing at all being said on the matter, Finally,
mare detached observers have brought up
the question of what the "historic low" in
poverty implies for the subsidy regime.
Officially approved poverty measure-
mcnt in India ha; imvalved estimating the
level of fiture sufficient

daily consumption expenditure on foed
translate into?" We use the price of a vege-
tarian thali to measure the level of food con-

across the population as it is the

tovenable the minimum calorie intake nec-
essary hr]mng and wurklng s calories

mast basic meal, The price of a thali at Rs
30 was takcn me the ra::n; agency Cnall.
ahi

2 | through food
and drink, the mcthudulogy represents a
physiological approach. Arguably, theugh,
there can be another approach, This is to
recognise that humans view food in terms
of the energy, nutritional value and satis-
faction that it provides. Societies have over

which

thali using data on the cost of its m;rcdl-
ents sourced from the east, west, north and
south of India. The value of food consump-
tion per capita given in the consumption
survey for 2023-24 was expanded to in-
clude items purchased from the public dis-

nmrarrlucd ata hically and cultur-
ally A norm for food ¢ ’

In India, arguably, this would be repre-
sented by athali, a serving of food compris-
ing carbohydrates, protein and vitamins,
Though it may be referred to differently
across the country, a thali would be under-
stood to include rice/rot, lentils and veg-
etables, with dairy/meat/fish extra accord-
ing to diet and affordability. Indians
recognise the thali as a fairly complete and
nutritionally balanced unit of food con-
sumption, a meal,

Geiven the centrality of the thali in Indian
lifee, it would be appropriate to treat it as the
metric by which to measure the standard
of living. This implies measuring the stan-
elard of living in terms of food, but then we
believe that the level of food consumption
shuuld be treated as its most Important

ameani to

ask would be, " “How mary thalis does the

tributi emand items received free as
part of social wellare programmes.

We found that in 2023-24, up to 40 per
cent of the rural population could not af-
ford two thalis a day, In urban India, up to
10 per cent of the population could not af-
ford two thalis a day. These findings indi-
cate that levels of food deprivation are
much higher than what are implied by the
poverty estimates using the same data,
which we recounted at the outset. A possi-
bie reason for the difference between our
estimate of the standard of living and the
poverty estimates from the SBI and the
World Bank is that we take the expenditure
on food as opposed to total consumption
expenditure as the relevant measure of con-
sumption. The reasoning was as follows,
There are five items of essential expendi-
ture = housing, conveyance, telephony,
health and education - that a household
cannot forgo if it is to ensure its livelibood,

Officially approved poverty
measurement in India has
involved ~sl|m.m|||gllw level

CR Sastkumar

MNow, expenditure on food ends up as the
residual. Therefore, when appraising the
standard of living in terms of food con-
sumption, basing it on the actual expendi-
ture on food would be realistic, Poverty es-
timation needs a food standard that is based
on goods, The thall index serves this pur-
pase while being compatible with account-
ing for the calorific value of food intake.
We may now address the issue of subsi-
dies. Baslngthrlrargumrnt on the much-

WWW.INDWNEXPRESS . COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Israclk attack on Iran overshadowed the ongoing carnage in Gaiea. Its allies are

complicit in the horror they must instead help to build a future for Palestinians,

= THE GUARDIAN

Not just about
the Emergency

The week in which Emergency was revisited, 50
years on, ended with an anti-pluralist clamour
rising in the ruling establishment

VANDITA MISHRA

T[WASA'M:ckul'cummcmur‘atlun unlv.-

“racasoar”, a festering wound, ABJP chief min-
ister chimed in: “Socialism” and “secular-
ism" are Western concepts, and have no
place in Indian civilisation, he said. Two
Union ministers added to the chorus the
welght of their office.

This, when sucoessive post-Emergency
regimes have ot reversed the Preamble's
amendment even as other changes have
hu-n rodled back, and it has bccn uphrld

ourt.

smbnd asa banﬂralun:"mﬂlc 13 Judgv:
bend

ysimic
nmpasthhaa bccnanu‘lruachm’hdu:
that the
demoeracy, lsl'."E»IDT." e b

Many of the challenges are the same,
anel far too marmy have also been routinised

fore tlu: Emergency-era amrndmcn:
while the non-justiciable Directive
Prineiples of State Policy have been in-
wvoked to recognise “socialism™ as an ideal
for those who framed a Constitution for a

~ the weaponisation of laws te shrink sD:lcl)l otgr’cdnnnqua]lllu

spaces for free ion and dissent, a It  howvever, that the BJ?s real

politics of labeling, suspicion i b o “socialist” — in fact, on the

at:cmpnbythr E:w:mtlvrh: undnminr beaad direction of the ecor k their
e hor i o1l et [k

Count, thed i b it ermiments b ded each other, more

Otlu:::hallcngrs are new, hcnusc inits
texday dsata

different milestone,
At that time, when India's democracy
was less than 30 years old, the

or less. This choreographed controversy is
about “secular”,

Now i its third term, the Narendra Modi
government Ius pmldnd nucr:lu: steady
challenging of the | commit-

was the result of, and it contributed to, a
waningof brightness — it capped adraining
of the lingering idealism ul'a newly Indc-

ment to secularism, defined in India aathc

:MMuchmmmn:smtchlusbccna
Aina LA (kAo of etk aio e an g

pendent nation which had pledied a
representative drmumcy:lm: abidies by
rulesof the game kaid dowen in the wise and
]ay’c:ul Constitution it gave |l!L‘“‘ Thr

p:shllcspau The PM's conduct of the ritu-
als of consecration of the Ram Temple at
Ayndhyalnjmuawml marked aturming

yin-
sutlllluns o scrutinise power, enforce ac-
countability, enable checks and halances

shisnewhisorical formof desmocracy inthe

paint. It Lamid
il sation, h i fthe ma-

Jority community would nnwhca wisible
marh:rdthc lifeofa dmmmdmultl -re-

nation. d £ if not

ot 1945 era, as “monitory demaocracy”,
Today, 50 years after the Emergency,
India’s monitory democracy is showing
signs ofwear and tear. It is also dealing with
the added pressures of the age of commu-
nicative abundance. In a global context,
Keane writes that “historical comparisons
show that the combination of monitory
democracy and communicative abun-
dance Imithuu: pn:u:dcnt. It prunJ uces

pmstrmun. fromall,
At the end of a week like this one, then,
there isa question: Whe is responsible for

again? Who is expected to take on the bur-
den of an anti-Emergency politics that will
guard agaknst attempts to chip away at plu-
ralism, and democracy?

In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, “democ-
racy-in-danger” and "Constitution-un-
1.

publicised recent SO
observers have queried whether subsidies
in general should be persisted with in eco-
nomic policy. We believe that this is a dis-
c\lsnun lhdt needs to take place, as for o
Tong th on subsidies has been hi-

of
sufficient to enable the
minimum cale
necessary for i
\wlrkmg. As calo

CS Measure
1 ¢ 1

e dliffer-
3 playcrs annl :mtltllllmls.
caving

and straining. sometimes working to-
gether, atother times in oppasition to one
another...” Even as this combination
s i viral,

¥
ent intera

Jacked by political parties to justify
itive \m:llansm However, our !:ndlngs -

the fod subsidy m:l:ds more to be ratio-
nalised rather than eliminated. For instance,
in rural Indlia, the per capita subsidy at the

food md drink, the

methodology represents a
phvsiological approach.
Arguably, though, there
another approach. This
recognise that humans view
food in terms of the energy,
nutritional value and

satisfaction that it provices,

ile is not much lowver than it is
atmcllrtlt,c\rcnthmqﬂ\thmrlnlhc former
class can afford more than twice the number
of thalis even without subsidisation,
E]Imln.trlngthr Fuud sub;l;ly at thr upper

it also has corrosive effects, It broeds cyni-
clsm, disaffection and distrust vis-a-vis
Parliaments am_l parties, pulltlrlans and

e became electoral slogans for
the first time in recent history — while
the outeome saw a whittling down of the
BIP government's numbers, it was cer-
tainly no mandate for the Opposition.
Does that mean that the people don't
warry, or don't worry enough, about the
spectre of diminishing democracy?

There could hc mary ARSWETS (o that
question. It i

cal about pmwrpulltl;s";lél;tmcray;wur

1 in

¥
dermocracy isbel | pubicl
“wrong-footed", uysl(canr there is "de-
cay amidst abundance”,

InIndia and elsewhere, this fraught
Juneture is now the site of the rise of a pop-
uIIs:pulI:u w‘nhrpmplc ngwlngw.w

rying s not a trumping argu-
ment — because they see no good guys out
there, For the optimistic and aspirational on
the other hand, the systern looks strong and
sell-correcting enough, it does not require
their ministrations, And when voters feel
disrespected, or “dis-esteemed”, in a system

reaches of the di ing o *Me the p amid wlthmbblyllmufmuntablhtyﬂmam
it at the lower levels would now be aptimal, for the Other/E: ithi d the win- JUETIR0Y hie licenice
ner takes all, Thls pupuhstmummtsrlm o rube arbitrarily. and to loak
fakrishruart is hosorary on the ace as much  with stoel fists,
cmrmmrmncm srudrca. as it speaks to rising aspirations. It frames O it coule simply be that for all the talk
Thinvananthapuram and Raj i an an agenda of anti-elitism but it also prop-  about democracy-in-danger, democracy
economist based in Patna never really was an the election menu, be-

Look who's talking democracy

Congress undermined the Constitution. It now claims to be its saviour

agates ml-ﬁ:lumllsm.

It should ot be surprising, then, that
the week inwhich the Emergency was re-
membered .md n:\-mh:d. 50 yrmunhas
enced with
lllnhI.lmmu.ltsccmmuwnhrllr:ullw
self-righteous lip service paid to democ-
racy by the BP-led establishment over the
last few days,

An RSS general secretary set the ball
rolling, asking for a reconsideration of
whc:lwr:lwwurds socialist” and “secular”,

SHEHZAD POONAWALLA

THE NARENDRA MODI government has de-
clared June 25, the day 50 years ago when
the then Prime Minister imposed
Emergency, as Samvidhan Hatya Divwas, It
was the darkest chapter in the country’s
demacratic history when Indira Gandhi un-

make the executive unaccountable and un-
dermined judicial review and the separa-
tion of powers,

 us-

socialist who led the movement against
Congress's misrule. Socialist leaders like
Muikayam Singh Yaday and Lalu Prasad, who

disrespect of the Constitution's federal spirit
and use of autheritarian shorteuts. If
.mbuut:lu-

‘..u.

ing MIr]L' 356, The I‘n:l‘dum of the judiciary
was eroded Ih:uugh the supersession of

and plunged India into an abyss of author-
tarianism, The party that destroyed the
Constitution 50 years ago today claims to be
its sanviour,

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi recently
wrote an article in this newspaper
('Match-fixing Maharashtra', IF, June 7) ac-
cusing the Election Commission of India
(ECT} of "match-fixing” the elections to the
Maharashtra assembly last year. His
hypocrisy is staggering. While Rahul
Gandhi cries foul over democratic
processes without basis, he convenlently
ignares his own family's and party's begacy
of strangling India's democratic spirit dur-
ing the Emergency.

The Emergency was a brazen assault on
the Constitution's foundational values. The
Preamble’s promise of a democratic repub-
lic was crushed as Indira Gandhi ruled by
decree, suspended fundamental rights and
cancelled elections. The Basic Structure doc-
trine, established by the judiciary in thc:

juclies and the of pliable loy-

alists, The media was gagged. Newspapers

were Imu:dtu puhllsh guucmmmt propa-
|

i the JF
were also jalled, These leaders fought
‘Congress tyranmy. Yet, in a tragic irony, their
partics < the Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal — now sit cosy with the
EumpuslnﬁwlNDh'\blur LaluPrasad, in fact,

ganda Jailed.
The Indian Express, headed by Ramnath
Goenka, stood up against press censorship
Iy pubdishing a "blank editoral”,

Perhags Rabul Gandhi should be enlight-
enved that this wasn't “match-fixing” but an
outright mmtlcrul’dnnnmlrlmutu:mns

daughter Misaafter the draconian
lawe which saw thousands jailed without due

lof Articles 370

reamble by the
Indira Gandhl government during the
Emergency, should be retained, He was
joirted by the Vice President, who said that
the change to the Preamble wias a “sacrilege
tothe spirit of sanmtan” and the words were

canrse the Opposition was unable to make a
case that was vivid enougth or eloguent.
‘Whatever be the real storyof the 2024
Lok Sabha election and whichever the
reading of its outcome, the onus is not, it
should not be, on the vulnerable voter.
Protecting democracy's letter and spirit is
also a task too large to be left to the
Opposition alone — it must not be, and
masst not be seen to be, a partisan project.
The work of leeeping democracy whole re-

full stakeholders to take uwnrrshlp,?nsh-.td
of putting it only on the Opposition or
passing the buck to “the people”.

vanditamighm@expressindincom

and 35 A which dld not allow Ambedicar's

Constitution to be implemented in Jammu

Kashmir for decades and denied the imple-

mentation of reservations for SC and 5T com-

muniti m? Why does Collgrrs 5 advuratr
arel I Thasi

.derIan;am iur Musllms which is com-

process. This L their prin-

phetely Rahul accuses the

ciples but the sacrifices of countless Indians

wha resisted Congress's authoritaranism,
The Emergency was not a mere adminis-

trative mlsslcp but the placing of parivar

The excesses of the Indira regime

one. Artists and creative minds faced repres-
sion, Songs by Kishore Kumar were banned
from All India Radio and Doordarshan be-
canise the legendary singer had refused to
support the Emergency, Ordinary citizens,
especially Mustims, endured forced sterili-
sations under Sanjay Gandhi's draconian
population control campaign, Political ap-
panents were hunted down, Over 100,000
people, including activists, j lists, and

b ) above loktantra (democ-
racy L Cumptsswntnlun o do that, Today,
when Congress accuses the ECl of partisan-
shlpwuthuutpmd when the Telangana and
persectie

Journalists and sockal media activists, when
cumpts;bu)\u:smnunmjuunulntsmd

of uluu.

italso
rxhlln:s that Itscummltmrn: to constitu-
s conditional =

leaders, were { with-
out trial. In a podcast, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who was in jail during the

Kesivananda Bharati case, w.u 1

Ermergency,
his mu:lu-r

asF
powers were misused to cnt:rnrh her
regime, The 42nd Amendment sought to

[ Em
T T

umldcr]aqulmsh Mraymthrc.mnn.m

not based on convictions. If Congress wins
an election in Telangana or Karnataka, the
EClis fine, if it loses in Maharashtra and
Haryana then the ECls "fied”,

Rahul Gandhi cannot escape his party's
dark legacy. ts repeated use of Article 356 to
impose President’s Rule reveals the party's

BJPof “changing the Sammddhan” but in real-
ity his family and party trampled upon it.
The Emergency was the real match-fix-
ing — the worst rigging of India’s democracy.
Far from being an exception, such actions
have defined Congress's governance ethos
for decacles. Congress has never really been
sorry for this dark chapter, Under Bhupesh
Baghel, the Congress g in

INDIA'S NEIGHBHOURS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'SC0 re-
minder’ (IE, June 30). The editorial hits
the nail on the head by observing that
India can't rely on multilateral forums
to fight terror, Since China has its
geopolitical interests in coming to the
immaediate rescue of both Pakistan and
Bangladesh, vis-a-vis India’s stated po-
sition on terror, it would have been

Chhattisgarh repealed an Act framed by an
earlier BJP government to give a monthly
pension scheme to people jailed under the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act{ MISA)

during the Emergency period.
This SOth year of the samndhan Hatya
[ hould serve. ot just to

every citizen to protect our Constitutional
walues, but also as a reality check for those
wihaanee murdered the Constitution's spirit
and now masguerace as its defenders.

Thewriter is | L

naive for Indi, wpect any Favourabls
outcome at the 2025 SCO meet. India
must revisit the entire gamut of its re-
ghonal policy stance,

umnar Guipt, via el

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,"SCO re-
minder’ (IE, June 30). China and Russia
are leading members of the SCO. It is
not wrong to assume that Pakistan,
through its all-weather friend China,
sought to influence the content and
wording of the commanicué. The S50

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

was formed as a counterpeint to the
powerful blocs forged by the West,
Inclia breaking apart from the group-
ing, which is an important regional fo-
rum, will simply leave an open plat-
form for Pakistan.

55 Paul, Nadia

LET ART LIVE
THIS REFERS TO the article, Respecting
art’ (IE, June 30). While the concern
around misuse of cultural spaces is valid,
rejecting technology entirely is not the
solution. Even if digital boeols may seem
likoe a distraction today, in the long run,
they are the strongest link to preserving
and spreading cultural knowledge, We
st find innevative way's to bridge the
gaplu-twucn:mdlnun and technology.
Invstesad of u.tvucru; rooteed only in the past,
e st evolhve, Progress is evolution,
Eksha Srivastava, Mittia

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .
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Behind credit
fuelled growth

There is no cause for alarm, but erosion in household
savings should not jeopardise future consumption

rivate consumption accounts for more than

60% of India's gross domestic product (GDP),

making it the mainstay of economic growth.

Given the fact that India’s per capita income
levels are still rising (as they should be), consumption's
importance in overall economic growth will only
increase. Itis in this backdrop that the statistical trend
of rising indebtedness among Indian households isa
development worth paying attention to. A pivot
towards greater debt-financing of current
consumption can boost GDP levels by generating
tailwinds for overall GDP — but if this pivot is
happening without a concomitant rise in income levels
{this is easier said than proved because credit decisions
arealso driven by expectations of future income) it can
lead to an erosion in household balance sheet health
and jeopardise future consumption levels.

An HT analysis of various aspects of credit as
applicable to Indian households shows that thereisno
immediate cause for concern. Sure, there is clear
evidence of present-day consumption becoming more
debt-financed than it was in the past, but there are no
signs of any incipient distress in the bank credit market
yet. This should rule out any alarmist interpretations
on the recent rise in household credit. To be sure, a
continuous and proactive monitoring of the sector is
needed, which, to give credit where it is due, the
Reserve Bank of India has been doing.

The fact that India's financial sector does not allow
banks to indulge in the kind of {toxic) financial
innovation which led to the housing market bubble in
the US before the 2008 global financial crisis, adds
another level of stability within the household credit
system, Still, given the increased share of household
creditin GDP, itis perhaps time that economic analysis
of the ongoing credit binge were taken beyond the
realm of just financial sector variables to their larger,
medium to long-term, macroeconomic implications.
Such astudy should aska broader question to better
understand the ongoing credit binge. The fiscal policy
arm of the state has been nudging households to pivot
from saving to consuming more by decisions such as
making the new income tax regime (it does not offer
tax exemptions for savings) more attractive,

This might be adding to credit-fueled growth right
now, but is this growth coming at the costof nudging
households in a direction where they are paying
inadequate attention to provisioning for their
retirement? India will be better off asking this question
sooner than later,

The lottery of life &
the role of the State

What India needs is a
dynamic and granular
database on socio-
economic inequalities

or maost of human history,

one's life trajectory was
determined right at birth.

I you were born in a royal

Farnily, you led an opulent

Hife. If you were born in a

serfs family, you led a life of misery.
The Industrial revolution and the
spread of demecracy helped create a
mare dynamic world. In the modern
era, a cab driver’s daughter can
dream about becoming a bllionaire.
A billionalre’s son can have night-
miares about bankrupt one day.
Yet. even Imsnmdempmlld. l?‘;e
distribution of wealth and power is
Far more unexqual than the distribu-
tion of talent. A 2018 research paper
by the Italian physicists A Pluchino
and A Rapisarda and the economist
AE Blondo shows how randomness
(ior uck) could help explain this puz-
zle. Using a simple simulatlon, the
trio show how mediocre-but-lucky
Individuals are Hkely to reach much
greater helghts of success than thelr
mare talented peers. Several studbes
on stock market investors reach a
slmilar verdict: luck plays a big role
In generating outsized stock market
fortunes for a few. The rest have to be
content with average or below-aver-

age returns.

In socially swratified countries
such as Indla, it 1s not just random-
niss that generstes unequal opportu-

mithes or outcomes. The place of your
birth, the languagel(s) you speak,
your parents’ level of education, your
caste, and your gender determine the
lifie you bead. If one's peers from the
same socle-economic background
are dolng well in life and one lsn't,
o can blame it on luek. When most
peaple from one's community are
struggling in lfe, one usually ends up
blaming the “system”. In a 1973
resgarch paper, the Amer-
bean economists Albert
Hirschman and Michael
Rothschild had noted that
peaple’s tolerance for ine-
quality depended on the

‘Over the past seven decades, the
Indlian State has used various tools to
address such resentnenis. It has pro-
vided scholarships to students from
deprived communithes. It has Funded
a number of welfare and livelihood
schemes to give a leg up to the poor,
Maost impartantly, it has created a
system of quotas to ensure better
representation of marginalised caste
groups In educational Institutlons,
public sector jobs, and elected bodies
{panchayats, state assemblles, and
parliament).

Both supporters and critics of such
affirmative action policles
believe that the Indlan
Seate can do better in this
regard. The Unbon govern-
mEM’! decl!lcln 1] Im:Lude

Thie State may not be very effective In countering the rode of luck in one's
life. However, i can be quiie effective in tnckling structural inequalities. a2

clfic aspects of caste-based and ather
forms of deprivations.

Taken together, the data from cen-
su!!s and surveys can be used to

R pespioaroiod tan, g, FrAMIE ﬂ?ﬁii‘“&?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ
Hirschman and Roth- Bhattacharya thisdirection. By providing

schild used the analogy of
atraffic jam on atwo-lane
highway to drive home this point. If
the right lane of the highway beging
moving, those on the left lane might
Initially feel optimistic, and wait for
thelr turn to mave. But I the left lane
remiains stuck while the right lane
keeps moving, optimism will make
way for frustration soon enough. If
some communities get keft behind as
others progress, the former are
boaind to Feel frustrated. Such resent-
ments are saclally corresive and
politically hazardous.

mare up-te-date data on
caste groups and their lv-
ing conditions, it can help fine-tune
affirmative action policies.

However, there ks only so much evi-
dence a one-time census can collect.
‘What India needs Is a dynamibc and

ranukar databease on soclo-econcmic
nequalities. This will need significant
sl:ltl!llcnl Investments, and can be
best achieved If census operations ane
brought within the ambit of Indla's
statistics ministry. Each census can
then be fallowed up with more
detailed district-level surveys on spe-

action
pnllcles For Instance, wlthln ong
broad caste group, upward mability
may differ conséderably across sub-
castes or fatls. A one-time census
can't be expected to track shifts in
soclal group dynamics over time.
Hawever, repeated representative
surveys can help collect such data on
an ongoing hasts. How deprived or
“backward” one seclal group is with
respect toothers can be tracked over
time to enlarge State support for
some groups, and scale down such
support for others.

Such data eould also help us rel-
magine the socla] justice agenda. The
gglltlml sclentlst Suhas Palshikar

5 argued that the State should con-

struct a multl-dimensional ndex of
backwardness to determine the tar-
gets of affirmative action. The index
could, for instance, take Info account
factors such as caste, occupational
category. asset-owner ship, and loca-
o Such an index could be used to
generate a “backwardness score” for
each social group, and focus policy
attention an the most dissdvantaged.

The State may not be very effective
I countering the roke of luck in one's
lifie. However, it can be quite effective
In tackling structural Inequalities. A
new affirmative action toolkit built
upon a revitalised statistical system
would allow the Indlan State to gl
the playing feld in favour of the moast
deprived.

Pramit Bhattacharya s @
Chennul-based foursatist
The views expressed are persomal.

Reimagining Quad in
the shadow of Trump

he first diplomatic engagement of the second

Trump administration, after itsettled in office,

was to host Quad forelgn ministers, The joint
statement of the four maritime democracies (India,
Japan, Australia and the US) committed to
strengthening “regional maritime, economic, and
technology security in the region” as well as
“promoting reliable and resilient supply chains™.
However, Quad foreign ministers meet in Washington
D.C. acutely aware that the sense of euphoria and
continuity has made way for uncertainty. The Qruad
Leaders’ Summit India was to host in September has
been postponed and questions loom over the bloc's
future asthe US, under Trump, pursues its unilateral
agendas on global trade, security, and economic
development. The challenge before the leaders is to
reaffirm the stated goals of the bloc, source funds and
build capacities to deliver them.

Trump 2.0 has been indifferent to multilateral blocs.
The US pivot to bilateralism has influenced Quad
members toalign agendas with Washington's
preferences. The 2024 Wilmington Declaration, for
instance, stressed on humanitarian assistance and
disaster reliefas a Quad goal. With Washington
curtailing spending on global aid, the focus now is
exclusively on disaster relief. The Quad Cancer
Moonshot, which was to see a major Indian
involvement, seems low-priority now. New Delhi's
ongoing trade talks with Washington may even
influence the scheduling of the Quad Leaders’ summit.

The considerations that led to the formation of Quad
adecade ago remain. Ata ime when power blocs
unravel and nations take refuge in bilateral
arrangements to protect national interests, Quad must
not lose sight of its long-term priorities. As for India, it
is an opportunity to firm up ties with Japan and
Australia, especially in the backdrop of Operation
Sindoor and the churn in the neighbourhood.

The art and

science of

healing needs revival

a sacred pause, a moment o honour

the unwavering commitment of doc-

tars who serve throughout thedr 1fe,

offten silently. On behalf of the medical fra-
ternity, I want to thank everyone.

Yet, beyond the accolades and achleve-

J uly 1, Doctar's Day, asks soclety to take

the soul who serves. Be an inspiration to
youngsters and teach them to accept fail-
ures with humillty. Accepting a knowledge
gap or an omlssion |3 the most Impartant
form of humility, honesty. & whitecoat reaf-
firmation ceremaony should be undertaken
to teach youngsters these aspzmo( medi-

menits, this day calls for hing deeper:
a renewal of the spirit of the physiclan,
rooted not just in knowledge and skill but
allso in compassion, ethics, and purity oF
purpase. In o world in |

cine, Avold [

procedures and medications. Use !Imple
language and Involve the family and encour-
age shared declsion-making. Reflect also on

by materialism, technology, and !pe!d Itis
time we reboot the physiclan within us.
‘Willlam Crsber, one of the founders of Johns
Hophkins ital, had sald, “The practice of
medicine is not a trade to be learned, but a
calling to serve, to console, and to heal.”

Between protocols and prescriptions,
pubdic or private health care, the art of med-
Icine ks under threat. The soul of the healer
— the one who llstens, who touches, who
reassures — needs to be rekindled. A physi-
clan Is mot just a provider of treat-
ment, but a custodian of hope, a
seq of humanity.

The art of physical examination
I slowly vanishing. Doctors have
started leaning on blood and X-ray
reports and Al models. The healing
touch of compassion ks dying, Com-
passion Is mare than kindmess —
I the ability to suffer with some-
one It s conveyed through words, silences,
presence, and most powerfully, through
touch, Patbents remem ber your hodding thelr
hand, oiffering comfart beyond cures. Sdence
treats. Compassion hemls. Heal with purpose,
naot pricle, even IF you are the topmost doctor.

prcmm are f:ucy:;lmth thousands of ethi-
cal questions every day. “Dactor, my patsent
Is admitted in a hospital, very sick. Dactors
there don't know. Can you please transfer
her under your care? You are God”. “Doctar,
my husband. Is admitted with you. Please
o not mention his alcohol habltin the case-
sheet, else we will not get insurance elalm.
The ather hospltal did not”

‘There are thousands of ethical challenges
Taced by the doctors every day, perhaps more
than in any other profession. There would be
different responses from the physicians, T will
anly say that in an era of commerclal pres-
sures and systemibe strain, ethical clarity is
the shield that protects the sanctity of our
{xn{esslmbu nat pubicly clltldse{gur col-

jeagues and do nat allow yourself o

nated as God. Let us not compromise on I|c|n
esty, even when 1t 18 hard. Itis the compass of
us, physicians. Bethikalism or “be ethical” is
the core of all -lsms, dharmas. Treat medicine
as a dharimne

This Doctors' Day, let us reflect. Realign.
Let us remember why we chose this path —
ot for money, but for service. Let us teach
the young, besides schence and skills, the T3
of medicine: truth, tenderness, and togeth-
erness. Revive the physician in you — the
healer who lstens, the human who cares,

SK Sarin

your h ledge base. Base decl on
updated knowledge and not hearsay or hab-
Its. Clindcal declslon-making is an art deeply
embedded In sclence and skills. Patlents
need a C3 physiclan — competent, confident
and calm.

Tao reboot the overworked and (1l-sup-
ported Indlan physiclan, the respanaibllite
has to be shared aeross the ecosystem. Socl-
ety, regulatory bodies, judsclary and the gav-
ernment have to take full responsibility. We
need competence-based, patient-centrie,
ethical training and futuristic AL
hased medical education. The judi-
clary has to ensure the dignity of
the profession and protect the phy-
slclans, and punish severely any
violence agalnst doctors, Compen-
sate generously those doctors
dragged into frivelous cases by
patlents or the government. The
government needs to provide maod-
ern Infrastructure, tools and a non-bureau-
cratic and comfortable work environment.
Of course, seclety must understand that
physiclans are human beings and not
machines, and support them. Become
health aware and not health blaming.
Respect them for what they do, but don't
blame them For what they can't do. Under-
stand that all patients who go to the hosplal
cannot get better, Uphold dignity In death
and suffering.

Finally, physiclans can only heal when
the soclety around them protects thelr abil-
Ity to think, care and serve Freely and with
rewards. Soclety has a responsibility to
respect, support and partner with physi-
clans. Respect the sacriflces and comiplexd-
ties of thelr work. How many workers
would work day after day, vear after year,
without overtime compensation for night
shilfts or cancelled holldays? Pay the physi-
clans thelr worth, You are willing to pay &
top lawyer lakhs of rupees for one court
appearance, but not o doctor who has saved
your life. Just a WhatsApp message,

L doct”

While the medical fraternity needs to
reboot service and ethles, soclety, law keep-
ers and the government should comprehen-
slvely support the physiclan at all costs.
Pope Benedict XV, Saudi king Salman, and
popular Tamil Actor Vijayakanth had one
thing In common. They needed timely
advice and care of an astute and compas-
slanate physlcian. Soclety should work hard
to breenrm.ol! efficlent and compasslonate
physicians. We should Initiate natlonal
awards for humanity and service, ethical
excellence, and exemplary mentorship,
amang others,

On Doctor's Day, let soclety start a M
Doctor, My Hero campalgn and work to b
the ecosystem. And we doctors should
launch a campaign: Make the Physician
Great Agaln.

MAJID TAKHT-RAVANCHI

*

Old horizons and India’s
new heritage diplomacy

e histing Indomesia’s Preskdent
Prabown Sublanto at this vear's
uq;uurlny.rnm Miniser Modi

ace by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTCL In
Balivia, it fumcled the Mumination of the Thwa-
naku archaeological site, In Maldives, MEA

serve yet unrestored parts o( I||e Pmm'hnmn

musevmatthe Mﬂbcl:thg; :udmenlnglcd st

wemple complex in Java. This

Trdia's heritage dipbomacy, a soft power ool cen-
d darclieck ] tlom dnitl-

atfves abroad. 1n the last decade alone, the Minls-

try of External Affairs (MEA) has invested in at

an

tors, And in Mal, it contributed cash for the
revivalof the World Herltage Site at Timbuk .
Fimally, In Mepal, it funded the construction of a
b

Area Devel

least 20 heritage rosa eleven coun-
tries, Including 14 managed by the Archaeok
cal Survey o ndia ASI)

b Jop-
mient Trust {I'AIII) After the 2015 e:nﬁthe

!uch heritage projects :hmnd ‘A partof bilat-
eral cultural, sckeniific and development part-
nierships, they promote a country's intematianal
) catalyse e
tes. Yetthe most | tdriver for conserva-
than or lesmr:mon“:ml\u abroad s often
found domestically, as people seek valldation for
narratives that revive thedr Saates” past grandeur
and civillsational Identity.
MEA.and AS]have started casering
a Ing domestle demand for
evld%rn'xotglndla's past ghory and
reglonal Influence. When ASI exca-
vintes i search for Bharat abroad, (0

MEAakso

thon of 28 cultural herl.l:gesues in ‘Izpnl Ty the
government, of which 12 were overseen by a
partner NGO, the Indkan Matanal Trust for Arts.
and Cultural Herltage (Intach).

With more [nterestat home n such invest-
ments abroad, three challenges stand out.
First, bath the MEA and the ASIwill require
muore capacity to plan, iImplement, and sustain

these progects, One positive step wis.
the creation, in 2020, of an MEA
divislon within the Development
Partmership Adminlstration (DP)
exclusively tasked with heritage,
oconservathon, and restoration pre-

serving Ta Prohm temple complex, Asram
Maha Resel temmiple, Preah Vibsear emple com-
plex, and Wat Raja Bo pagoda in Cambodia,
Vait Phou temple complex in Lao PO, and My
Som sanctuary in Vietnam, Indl V-

helps restorea sense ofselfathome. — cppetanting  Jects abroad.

Forexample, in 2020, when a LI00- Xavi Another significant challenge will
r-old Shiva lingar was found in HViRE beallocating sulficient funds under
Tetnam, external affatrs minister § the meagre MEA budget to ensure

Jalshankar cast the discovery as appropriate technkeal expertise and

“reaffirming a chvillsational connect”, TESOUIGES b0 start new progects that

Our recent study of India's herl- ac benefitbocal communities. Here, AS1
l;ﬁedlplnnmc}‘pm]edﬂﬂmcemn could ﬂeeg:n engagement with
indicates that they typleally follow Indizn NGOs that have an excellent

Thank ane of twe models after recelving track record in herltage conservation

MEA funding. In the first maodel, Alek | liaby

ASl leads implementation, often thans.

alongside bocal gover Kuzmenchuk Finally, the private sectar plays a

aations. Especlally across Sputh and \IlnIIy! rode bo ensure

Southeast Asla, ASI has been con- dia's excavations abroad are

valued through a creative economy. There lsa
large market walting to be explaored by Indea's
culbtural entrepreneurs, whether by enabling
s ar by 1 rewiving
localarts and cralks. Ind

thon has alse been at work at the Hukura
Miskly (Friday Mosque) in Maldives, the
Ananda templeand Bagan pagodas in Myan-
mar, and the Thiruketeeswaram tempe in Sei
Lank. In the kst decade, the AS abo surveyed
at Pashupatinath temple in Nepal, Anckent
Termiz in Uzbekistan, and Dong Duong mon-
astery and Nhan tower in Vietnam.

Inela has the potental i play a role In ghobal
heritage diploniacy. This 18 mot just about exca-
vl b b cater s popular keasand ambi-
tions at home. China's Global Civilkzation Initia-
tive shaws how history and archaeclegy are
ben%l.evemged Tor international Influence,
ncludting at multlaseral bodies such s Unesco,
Niew Delbl will have to lnvest mare resources o
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Kombucha can ‘rebalance the gut

ecosystem in people with obesity

?

While kombuchas rraclitional use and composition suggest health benefits, few rigorous studies have tested these claims in humans. Most research
until now has focused on its biochemistry or has been limited to animal models, This is why a recent study in The Jowrnal of Nutrition stands out

Anirban Mukbopadhyay

rom Instagram reels to
supermarket shebves, kombucha
— the fizzy, fermented tea drink
— has found a growing audience
among health-conscious consumers in
India. Promoted as a probiotic
powerhouse, it's touted for its supposed
benefits to digestion, immunity, and
metabalism. According to one estimate
prowided by Indian company Shooch, the
kombucha market in India grew from §45
million in 2020 to $102 million in 2024,

Yet much of the enthusiasm has
outpaced science, While kombucha's
traditional use and mmpm\tmn suggest
potential health benefits, few rigorous
studies have tested these claims in
humans, Most research until now has
forused on kombucha's biochemistry or
has been limited to animal models.

Th why a recent study in The
Jowrnal of Nutrition stands out: it takes a
closer kook at kombucha's effects on the
human gut microbiome and how they
matter for human health,

The study followed 46 healthy adults in
Brazil - 23 with obesity and 23 of normal
weight — over eight weeks in a pre-post
trial, The participants were hed
using (World Health Organisation cut-offs
of) BMI and waist circumference. Every

day, each participant consumed 200 ml of

kombucha that had been prepared in the
lab using black tea and fermented witha
symbiotic culiure of bacteria and yeast
(SCOEY),

All participants were otherwise healthy
and had no recent history of drugs,
antibiotics, or supplements, Stool samples
were collected at the beginning and end
to mssess gut microbiome changes. The
researchers used gum:mlctu(ill. o prohle
b ial and fungal ¢

They also measured fasting blood
plucose, insulin, and proteins linked w
put barrier integrity since a weakened gut
lining can allow harmful molecules to
enter the bloodstream, trigger low-grade
inflammation, and uliimately engender
insulin resistance,

‘What we know, what changed

After eight weeks, the overall microbial
diversity was largely unchanged but the
abundance of certain bacteria had
changed in ways that suggested
kombucha may help positively rebalance
the gut ecosystem.

Chemical analysis of the kombucha
revealed a rich array of phenolic
compounds, mostly lavonaoids (81%) and
phenaolic acids (19%). These polyphenols
are largely u: wrhed in the small
intestine, reaching the colon where they
serve as fermentable food for gut
microbes, The authors suggested that
they may promote the growth of certain
hueteria by stimulating the secretion of
mucus and creating a more hospitable gut
environment.

Motably, the population of
Akkermansizceae bacteria had increased
in individuals with obesity, Previous
research has linked this shift with better
blood sugar control and insulin
sensitvity.

The levels of Prevotellaceas also
increased, specifically in the obese group,
Certain straing of Prevotella copri have
similarly been linked to improved insulin
sensitvity, hypertension, and
inflammation. Both groups also reported
a higher abundance of Bacleroidota,

which play significant roles in digesting
complex carbohydrates,

Bacteria associated with less favourable
outcomes including Ruemirococoes and
Dorea, declined, becoming similar to the
normalweight group by the eighth week.
Ruminovoveus grimais has been positively
associated with inflammatory bowel
disease and liver fat acoumulation, while
Dorea with high BMI and cholesterol
markers,

In normal-weight p.lrm.lpant-‘
Parabacteroid,
Pavabactervides goldsteinii has bum kniown
o reduce dssue inflammation,
ameliorating chronic obstroctive
pulmonary disease and Helicobacter
plori infections.

The populations of Exophiala and
Rhodotorula, two fungi associated with
ry'.tlr_ fibrosis and ohesity, respectively,
decreased as well,

While the study offers promising clues
about kombucha's influence, especially for
individuals with obesity, t parchers
urged cawtion, The microbdal shifts were
modest and didn't improve metabolic
markers like blood glucose, insulin, or
inflammatory proteins,

Vineet K. Sharma, 4 metagenomics
researcher at the Indian In
Science Education and Research, Bhopal,
noted that while most studies in India have
focused on associations rather than
causality, microhial shifts have been linked
to metabolic changes in several cases. “For

M single brand af kombiecha can claim o be ‘good’ for all consumers acress gecgraphies, DUDNG NGANUNSFLASH

markers like blood glucose,
insulin, or inflammatory proteins

instance,” he said, *production of
metabolites by gut microbe: ch as
short-chain fatty acids, bile acids, or
tryprophan derivative: s been shown
o influence glucose metabolism
inflammation, and gut barrier integrity”

The team also pointed out that
microbial responses vary by diet,
genetics, and overall health, thus
reducing the generalisability of the
finclings. And with a short duration and a
modest sample size, the indings remain a
proof-of-concept,

The results are still \'.I|l.l.lh|L' in what
they reveal, h bucha does

Inglia are distinct. In one of Sharma's

studies, Indian gut microbiomes formed a

wlearly separate cluster from Western
Lations.

Indlian guts, particularly among those
consuming traditional plant-based diets,
harbour more Prevetella, an inversion of
the typical Western microbial pattern.,
Since consuming kombucha increased
Prevatellaceae abundance in the stady, it
may not drive the same degree of change
in local populations,

F\‘El'l amomg Indians, microbiome
ion varies with diet and location
hie six regions we studied,” Sharma
said. While North Indians have more
FPrevatella, South Indians carry a higher
load of Bactercides and Ruminococens,
‘Women from rural high-altioude areas have
greater gut diversity than their urban
counterparts. Ethnic tribes from Ladakh,
Jaisalmer, and Khargone can be
differentiated based on their gut
microbiomes alone,

Taken together, the new study is proof
tthat no single brand of kombucha can
wlaim to be “good” for all consumers across

appear to nudge the gut microbiome in
directions associated with better
metabolic health after pwo months,

Kombucha and India

Whether the effects will hold for Indian
populations remains an open question,
Studies have indicated gut microbiota in

The drink may support gut
hl.alth but whether that translates o
lomg-term metabolic benefits remains to be
seen.

(Amirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training amd a science communicator
fromy Delhi.
anirbun. geneticsitsouth. du.acin)

HE SCIENCE QU

Physics’s greatest hits

the effects

¥

Please send in your answers to
scienceqithehindu co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth

h

QUESTION 1

I the effect, a phaton
scatters off an electron, losing
same energy and thus leaving it
with a lenger wavelength, The
discovery of this effect alsa
proved that light is made of
particles. Fill in the blank,

h

QUESTION 2

The spectrum of, say, & lamp I
the various energles st which it
is emitting radiation; each
energy is called a spectsal line, In
the presence of a magnetic ield,
each spectral line splits up Inte
misltiple. What is this effect
called?

[
QUESTION 3

™
K

When a body maves in a rotating
frame of reference, it experiences
an apparent sideways deflection
— an effect crucial to
understanding eyelones and
Feucault's pendulum. Mame the
effect.

[

QUESTION 4

A fluld that is meving faster has
lewer pressure, This principle,
also called an effect, explains
many fluld flows in daily life,
including the it of alrplanes,
Name it,

[

QUESTION §

When the temperatisre of a (type
1| superconductor drops below
its oritical value, the material
expels all magnetic felds fram
within its bulk, Thus a magnet
placed on the surface will start 1o

levitate. What's this efiect called?
Answers to June 26 quiz

L. Planet whede day & longer than
115 year - Ans: Venus

2. First planet to be discovered
with & telescope - Anas Uranus
1. Satisridan maan with diverss
surlace leatures made of
Fydrocarbons - Ans: Titan

A Body classified as bath dwarl
planet and Largest asterold - Anss
Ceres

5. Planet hosting the fadtest winds
In the salar system - Ans:
Neptune

Visual; o

First contact; KN, Viswanathan |
C. Saravanan | Tamal Blswas |
Krick Gosal | Amar Pratap

Maote: The June 26 quir Incarrectly
stated Titon to be o Jovian maan.

1t's @ Sotumian moan, Wisual: This ks a diamend exhibiting cathodoluminescence. Its Inverse eflect |s called X, Name

¥, Creclit: PAVEL SOMOV (£ BY|

This image shows Mitsubishi Heavy Industries'
H2i rocket in Tobishima, Japan. 4@

Japan launches
climate satellite
on last flight for
main rocket

Assoclated Press

Japan on Sunday (June 20, 2025)
successfully launched a climate change
maonitoring satellite on its mainstay H-2A
rocket, which made its final flight before it
is replaced by a new flagship designed to
be more cost competitive in the global
space market,

The H-2A rocket lifted off from the
Tanegashima Space Centre in
southwestern Japan, carrying the
GOSATG tellive as part of Tokyo's
effort to mitigate climate change. The
satellite was released into a planned orhit
about 16 minutes later,

The launch follows several days of
delays because of malfunctioning of the
rowket's ele
day's |dLII'I.I'_|‘I martnd the 50th and
final flight for the H-2A, which has served
as Japan's mainstay rocket to carry
satellites and probes into space with a
near-perfect record since its 2001 debut.
After its retirement, it will be fully
replaced by the H3, which is already in
operation, as Japan's new main flagship.

"Even though our bunches seemed
stable, we have run into difficulties and
overcome them one by one to come this
far,” said Iwao lgaras I
manager of the
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, which
operated launch services,

A we now maove on to the H3 bunch
i 2, we will firmly keep up the trust
W\.’j,d ned from H24."

The GOSAT-GW, or Global Observing
Satellite for Greenhouse Gases and Water
Cycle, is a third series in the mission to
maonitor carbon, methane, and other

Buses in the

Within one year, it will stant

distributing data such as sea surface

Sunday's launch marked the 50th
and final Might for the H-2A. It
will be fully replaced by the K3,

which is already in operation, as
Japan's new main hi

temperature and precipitation with much
higher resolution to users around the
world, including the U8, National Dceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, officials

The liquid-fuel H-2A rocket with two
solic-fuel sub-rockets developed by the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency has
50 far had 49 flights with a 98 per cent
success record, with only one failure in
2003, Mitsubishi Heavy has provided its
launch operation since 2007,

H-2A successfully carried into 5|
muany satellites and probes, including
Japan's moon lander SLIM last year and
the popular Hayabusa2 spacecraft in 2004
o reach a distant asteroid, contributing to
the country's space programmes.

Japan sees a stable, commercially
competitive space transport capability as
key w its space program and national
security and has been developing two
new fagship rockets as successors of the
H2As the larger H3 with
nd a much smaller Epsilon
5 m with the aerospace unit of the
heavy machinery maker IHIL

It hopes o cater to diverse customer
needs and improve its pesition in the
growing satellite liunch market,

The H3, is designed to carry larger
payloads than the H-2A at about half its
launch cost to be globally competitive,
though officials say more cost reduction
efforts are needed 1o achieve better price
competitiveness in the global market,

The H3 has made four consecutive
successiul flights after a failed debu
attempt in 2023, when the rocket had to
be destroyed with its payload,

For feedback and suggestions
far “Sckence’, please write 1o
sclence@thehindu.coun with the
subsject ‘Daily page'
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GROWING INDIA | 08

he Industrial Revolution, followed by the
Technological Revolution, brought  about
unprecedented chunges weross te workd, and

these changes have had a significant impact

on the family instiution, pasticularly in

T, The traditionad Indian joint family system grdu-
ally tramsit 1 bty i ledr o lisied family units.
However, chunge is o continuous process, In the Indian
context, this shift has moved from emaotional closeness
amd bonding towards detachment and fragmentation.
Earlier, families had genecational depth—at least thiee
generations lived under the same roof, ate meals cooked
in the same Kitchen, shared joint properny, and wor-
shipped the same family deity wgether, Everything was
collective—assets, responsibilities, waditions, and val-
wes A the economic structure shifed from an agrusan
1o an industriol, and eventually to a technological soci-
ey, fmily systems also evolved-—rom extended fomi-
liies b jodnt Families, and fnally to nuclear units, Within
these Tamily systems, individualy were assigned roles
based on age and gender, Bul us society grew more com-
plex, these traditional structures wenkened. The rapid
ce of technological change especinlly affected the
internal dynamics of families, weakening bonds and -
alitional value systems, Today, in regions like the Indin
Himalayas, the rise of synthetic drag abuse—particular-
Iy “ehina”—hus shaken the Toundation of families, This
is 0 serious concemn because families now typically con-
atnt of just one of two children. 7 even ane child falls

Editorial

Childhood Then and Now: An Observation

The Industrial and Technological Revolutions changed the world, and Indian families shifted from joint to nuclear sys-
tems. Earlier, multiple generations lived together, shared responsibilities, and practiced joint rituals. Today, emotional
bonds have weakened, and individualism has grown wlthin families.

it accdiction, the future of that family line is o risk, As
a result, Indian family life is undergodng o phase of dis-
wcomfon and uncertainty. Earlier, chibdren were often dis-
wiplined through seolding or punishment from panents,
tenchers, relatives, and community ebders. Al home, in
schoobs, or during festivals and social gatherings, chil-
dren would frequently be reminded of their duties

whether it was studying, bringing firewood, colbecting
water, or maintaining sibence. Despite the repri s,

respurces, Parents go o greal lengths o provide every
possible facility, yetr this generation, raised in conve-
nience, has developed o never-ending dexire for more,
This excessive dependence on comfont is fostering &
generstion that struggles with satisfaction and content-
ment. It s o matter of concern that today's society is
incrensingly  producing dysfunctional - personalities

lucking patience, twlernce, emotional depth, and wis-
dom, There s o stark deficiency in adaptability and
compromise among the youth, which is leading society
towards a kind of collective socinl breakdown, The notesd
wociologist Emile Durkheim, in his theory of social soli-
darity, emphasized the necessity und socred nature of
wociety, He argued that society plays a divine role in
shaping individuals, much like o godly foree. Without
wociety, mdividuals cannot truly exist because the
easence of humanity itsell’ is drown from social life,
However, it is also true that vot all meclear families are
wntisocinl or dysfunctional. There are valid reasons for
the emergence of nuclear families, and both the wvan-
tages and dissdvantages of such setups deserve consid-
exntion, With rapidly changing times, the tsk of socializ-
ing children hus become inerensingly difficult, Until the
19608 amd Tk, family was the most powerful agent of

chibdren developed patience, inlerance, amwd

qualities thar appear 1 be diminishing in toduy's
youthJoint families hud their own isues, bt life
remained generally bulanced and Tulfilling. In contrast,
children today are mised with all modesn comforts and

. But the high-specd chunges riggered by
the technological revolution have pushed families 1w the
mmarging. Today, media has wken over ax the dominant
force in shaping children's minds, Children wo bonger
bewrn values, culture, or discipline from their grandpur-

s o even their parents, Instead, they absorh most of
their knowledge and worldview  Trom the  digital
world. Children wday spend less time interucting with
Tamily members, neighbors, or peers and more time
online. bl miedia has exposed them o n virtual world
thut is for removed from reality, pushing them into an
illusionary existence. Ax o result, children have begun
arguing and debuting every issee with their purents,
helieving themselves o be more intelligent s capable,
This overconfidence is dangerous—it marks the begin-
ning of moral and emotional decline, With constant
internal conflicts at home and the overpowering influ-
ence of technology, children are becoming mone affect-
el by extermal environments, while parental suthority
and influence are steadily weakening Today's  youth
need to reconnect with their ebders o lear valses such
as hard work, patience, and emotional strength. At the
snme time, the parenting system must also evolve,
Elders should be open to learning new technology from
their children, and they should try o understand the
emotions and struggles of the younger generation. Thene
st be mutual respect wnd space for questions on both
sides. A harmonious balunce between the old and the
new genenution is essential. |t is now the responsibility of
medin, thinkers, policymakers, reformers, und society s
lurge w take the initiative, Only through conscious and
coordinated effors can we rebuild strong fmily systems
and preservie the cultural and emaotional richness of
Inclinm sociery in the modern age.

In the Age of Faces: From
Human Emotion to
Machine Recognition

he coincidence of matching faces is guite
remarkable, 1T we meet the right face o the right
time, things become easier, iF we meet it at the
wrong time, it feels like a pilgrimage. Often, we
end up connecting with Tices where there's
nothing w0 gain, and where something truly meaningful
could happen, we Tail w find the right fce, Now,
muchines have tken over—doing tasks by reading fuces,
en the local ration depot now identifies people by fucial
recognition. I your face matches, you get your grains,
e day, the rition dealer looked unusually sud. When
ke, e s arlier, there were no machines. We used
o read expressions amd emotions o decide how much
someone necded eryone's face reminded us of some-
one Familiar, someone dear. We worked Trom the heart.
But now, the machine decides how many kilos a paticu-
lur face bs worth, Onee, we could give o guintl 0 a
deserving face even if it deserved only a kilo, Now, it's
whatever the machine says” The irony s, one duy, my
own smartphone—bought years ago—rnefused o recog-
nize my face. My phone, my face, yet it refused o unlock.
e made me anxious, What was it secing vy fuce that |
couldn’t? For the fiest time, my phone looked like §
holding & sword w0 my ddentity. 1 oried  everythi
changing expressions. lighting. even posing be
L i o prove |was o loyal, honest face.
But the phone remained unmoved, When 1 ook it o the
service center, they wobld me, “Your face hos aged out
Yow're worn down, sie” To my surprise, many other men
stood there—fuces no longer recognized by their own
devices, Someone joked that |)1mr|cn. are now gend
biased—recognizing  women's faces but rejecting
men's Even in offices, fuees are now being read before
work bs done. The most difficult place 1o prove your face
is ot o bank, It all depends on whether your fuce aligns
with the mood of the bank manager's fee, Even your sig-
nature s seanned for the "genuineness” of your fwcial
intent, Banks carry o permanent look of suspicion on their

ng even you, nhout your own money, But
1. 0 contrust, is generous—wherever o face is
published. Electonie and digitl medin don't
haother to check whose face is being wom by whoi
o apeaking. Medin woday hides public wisdom and
restraint behind glamorized faces, and shows everything
we perhaps shouldn't be seeing. I°s the media that hos
reduced u nation of 14 billion to just o handful of recog-
nizable fuces. IF they had their way, the medin would
ussign a single fuc the entire country and s govern-
rent—und perhaps that’s the future: when we'll accept a
singular fuce s the symbol of our nation, beliel, and
Fuith.In Parlisment, we may or may not find worthy faces,
but in the name of the nation, we are often forced 1o
accept one of these Tices as our own, On a stage, o spec-
tutor might spol a face that resembles his own, but after
voting and sending representatives 1o the Assembly, that
connetion is rarely found,

5

India’s New Doctrine: Al, Economic
=~ Resilience, and Strategic Power in

.Article

he recent Israel-lrn war

and  India-Pakistan con-

Trontation under Operation

Sindoor revenl a new era of

warlare—one where anifi-
clal intelligence (Aly and economic
strengih have proven io be more decisive
than nuclear theeats, which failed o deter
wctunl conflict. In light of Pakisian's
wtempts—allegedly with Chinese sup-
port=to develop intercontinental ballis-
e missiles (ICBMs) copable of carrying
nuclear warheads, it has become impera-
e for Inddia tor enhance s neclear capa-
bilities Peace, as history suggests, is
ensured through strength, Power not only
secures o nation's borders but also pre-
vents future wars, Today, India's scien-
tists, technologist, entreprencurs,  and
the general public are moving forward
collectively w make Indin powerful in
domain, On June 24, Prime
Minister Narenden Modi highlighted tha
over the past 11 years, the government
hus significantly strengthencd both the
economy and nutionnl securty. India has
unclospted & hardline stance against teeror-
bsom, Under Operation Sindoor, the Indian
Army, using only indigenous weapons,
foreed the enemy 1o surrender within 22
minutes, The operation marked o strategic
milestone—leveraging Al 1o destroy
Pakistan-based terror camps and setting o
new precedent in moderm warfure. With
this momentum, India is poised 1o
hecome o ghobal economic power and o
tech-=driven nuclear force, capable of
countering the dual military thrent from
Pakistan and China.India’s rapidly grow-
ing economy  underping it resilience,
During the Isruel-lran war—when global
markets trembled, ofl prices surged, irade
showed, supply chains broke, and food
inflation  spiked—India  stood  firm,
Unlike other nutions, it munaged w shield
its ceonomy. The Indo-Puk conflict under
Operution Sindoor also had no significant
udverse effect on India's ceconomic stubil-
iy, This is atiributed 1o India’s large
domsestic market, low export dependency,
strong capital expenditure, increasing

purchasing power, und success in agricul-
ture and manufacturing wsder the *Make
in Todia® injthative. Even during times of
conflict, India’s exports grew, and for-
eign direct investment {FDT) continued 1o
Aow. Inflation remained under control,
with retdl inflution dropping 1o 2.82%
and wholesale inflation at just 0.39%

the lowest in 14 months. India's Tood
grain reserves wre robust, with stock suf-
Helent o meet over o year's demand,
According  w the  Ministry  of
Agriculure’s third advance estimate for
2024-25, food  grain production s
expected 10 rise by 6.5% 0 a record
A530 million tonnes. Despite ongoing
global tensions, international economic
confidence in India remains high. India's
export orders are incrensing, and foreign
exchange reserves have exceeded 3609
billion, The nation's GOP growth rate is

projected o be 6.5% for the fiscal year
2025-26. The Imernational Monetary
Fund (IMF) has foreeasted that Tndia will
become the world's fourth-largest econo-
my by 2025To reach this milestone,
India must address some eritical issues,
Reducing impors from Ching o control
the widening trade deficit is essential,
India's trudde deficit with Ching reached
$HL2 billion in FY 2024-25, up from
$E5.07 billion the previous  year
Boosting Micro, Smuall, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMES) can be o game-
whunger, as they enhunce exports, reduce
imports, and geneeate employment. India
should alse caphtalize on the global
demand for services, The nation s fust
emerging as o hub for service exports,
with camings reaching $387.5 billion in
FY 2024-25, Strategic trade policies

including new Free Trade Agreements

(FTAs) und balateral deals-
1o reducing the trade deficit. Following
the FTA with the UK, India must expedite
negotiations with the US and  the
Eumopean Union, niming w0 conclude
them by December 31, 2025, Swift final-
ization of FTAs with Oman, Canada,
South Adrica, lsmel, and the Gull
Cooperation Council (GOC) s also eru-
chul.One clear lesson from both the
Lrnel=Iran war and Operution Sindoor is
that modern wark ane fought with eco-
nomic resilience and cutting-edge Al not
with nuclear blackmail, However, given
thee rising threat from Pakistan and China,
i equally important for India o mod-
e s nuclear arsenal According 1o
the  Stockholm  International  Peace
Research Instiute (SIPRD), the era of
nuclenr disarmament s ending. Global
trends show o renewed amis race, with
countries incrensing their nuclear stock-
piles. developing new weapons, and
abandoning arms control treaties, The
wiorkds nine nuclear powers—namely
the US, Russio, UK, France, Ching,
India, Pukistan, Merth Korea, and
Pernel—are all upgrading their nuclear
capabilities. The US and Russia together
haold around 90% of the world's nuclear
wienpons. China has about 600, India has
T80, and Pakistan possesses 170 nuclear
warheads.In - response 1o it defent in
Oiperation Sindoor, Pakistan is reportedly
wirking with Ching to sdvance its nuche-
ar weapons, This, coupled with the threat
e by Chin itself, necessitutes India's
investment 0 nexi-generation teehnoko:
ies such ax Al cyber wurfure, and mis-
sile defense systems Lo muintuin strategic
panity and securitydt is hoped that the
Indian government will strategically
implement the lessons learned from the
Isrm an conflict and  Operation
Sindoor. With d crate and visionary
planning, India can wanslonm into o
true economic  superpower equipped
with Al capabilities and  sdvanced
nuclear technology, Only then can
India eluim s plice among the devel-
aped nations of the world,

will be key

Two Constitutional Controversies: Secularism in
the Preamble and the Bihar Voter List Revision

wi constitutional issucs are current-
Iy under debute and controversy.
The fiest selutes o the sddition of
the words “Socialist” wnd “Secular”
tor the Preamble of the Constittion
through the 42nd Amendment in 1976, This
wis during the Emergency, a time when
Parliament, the judiciary, and the medin were

Two major constitutional issues are currently under intense debate. The inclusion of "socialist” and
"secular” in the Preamble during the 1976 Emergency is being questioned, especially after recent
political remarks. Simultaneously, the Election Commission’s large-scale voter list revision in Bihar
has raised fears of manipulation. Together, these issues highlight growing concerns about demo-
cratic transparency and constitutional intent.

Commission often lubebed us “pro-BIF? 1T the
Commission were 5o biased, why do Congress,
DMK, Trinamool Congress. JMM, and Left
parties  still  hold
st
the Election Commission is empowered 1o

power in o several
MUnder Article 324 of the Constitution,

revise and update voler lists before any elec-

virtually held hostage. Most major opposition
lenders were imprisoned. 17 we go back o the

duys of the Constitent Assembly, there was
extensive debute over these words. Members
like Prof. K.T. Shah and Kamath demanded

their inclusion under Article 1 of the
Constitution. However, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the
Chairman of the Drafting Commitiee, argued
that these values were alrendy embedded in the
soul of the average Indian. These words were
mentioned in Article 31 wnd also featured in the
Directive Principles of Stte Policy. Ambedkar
believed that formally including them in the
Preamble could destroy the flexibility of

democrcy—possibly even democracy itsell,
As o result, that proposal was dropped, and the
words were ot included in the original
Preamble Aler the 1976 amendment, the BIP-
led NDA govemment under Vajpayee was in
power for six yewrs, and the Modi government
s now been in power Tor over 11 yeurs,
the Janatn Party muled Trom 1977 1o 1980, The
why weren't these words
removed during any of these govemments? In
2020, a petition was filed in the Supreme Cour,
and in 2024, o bench led by then Chiel Justice
Sanjiv Khanna ruled that after so many years,

question arises

on

Dhankhar de
words (o the

these words should not be wmpered with. The
bench also provided definitions of “Soclalia”
wnel “Secular” Tronieally, during the "Mundal
v Kamandal” political
came 10 be inerpreted di
u\uklulul with the BIF was often lubeled us
ommunal” Recently, Viee President Jagdeep
bed the addition of these two

the political discourse even maore 1o
of the Bihar Assembly elections, RSS €
Secretury Dattatreya Hosabale also reignited
the issue, suggesting that the remaoval of these

amble as o “wound,” making
Ahead  bcal que
cral - the E

. thie word ©
erently, and politics

words should be considered The second issue
concerns the Election Commission's revision of
voter lists in Bihae The opposition is ralsing
alarms that many nomes Trom their voter base
may be removed, while pro-BIF names might
The opposition has consistently
alleged that similar manipulation oceurred in
Maharashira and Haryana, leading 10 BIP gov-
emments being Formed there, This mises a crit-
v why, over the luse 11 years, have
o Commission's motives, electorl
processes, and voter list revisions come under
such suspicion? Why s the present Election

be added.

just

is has nlways been o pant of the elec-
cess hefore Lok Sabha and Assembly

polls, Some arguiments from the opposition do
Told weight
aims to verify voters added after 2003 in
Bihar, a number ¢lose 1o 30 million, Can such
o massive verification drive be completed
25 duys? Over 98,000 booth-level offi-
wers are expected 1o collect houschold data,
This process will nlso serve as evidence of cit-
fzenship eligibility. Officials will firse visit
homes W collect documents and  personal
data, then compile the information, print the
revised lists, and address any objections
raised by political parties or candidates

Tor instance, the Commission
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India’s secular Constitution, even without the wor

42nd Amendment introduced the word 'secular’ in the Preamble, But secularism is inherent in the Constitution, a theme that runs through several provisions

APURVAVISHWANATH
MEW DELHI, JUNE 30

VICE PRESIDENT Jagdeep Dhankar on
Saturday called the Emergency-era addition
of expressions “socialist” and “secular” to the
Constitution's Preamble a “sacrilege to the
spirit of Sanatan”, Leaders such as Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Assam Chiel
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, and RSS gen-
eral secretary Dattareya Hosabale have
echoed the VIPs critique in recent days.

The words *socialist™ and “secular™ werne
-‘Iddad to thn Pra:lmble llm:lugh lhn

nl lQ?ﬁ Whll'h nudl.- whaolesale rhmgesm
I

locument, Whi

adopted, the Preamible read; “We, the People
OF Indlia, having solemnly resalved to consti-
tute India into a Sovereign Demaocratic
Repuhlic” that would secure to all its citizens
*Justice... Equaality... Liberty...and Fraternizy”,

The 42nd Amendment in 1976 changed
this to *, Sovereign Socialist Secular
Democratic Republic.,” and added the ex-
pression “integrity” to the description of fra-

vidual rights over collective rights of people.
With Indira Gandhi taking an explicit left-
W.m! turn — she nationalised banks in 1969,
vy purses in 1971,and
victoryin Lok Sabiwa pells later that year with
“Garibi Hatao" {“End Poverty”) as her cam-
paign slogan — the inchsion of “socialist™ was
4] rndlc.nu.- the E‘uninlunun s alignment with
the Py "5 BCONOITIC

ternity as aright, which now reads "assuring
the dignity of the individual and the unity
and integrity of the Nation,.”,
These were just a few of a whole host of
changes made by the 42nd Amendment,
which introduced the chapter on Funda-
mental Duties, added new Directive Prin-
rlplm on State Policy, diluted powers of ju-

Inchia |
governmeent reversed most of these ch.m,gos
throasgh the 44th Amendment in 1978, the
Preamble was left untouched,

Preamble & 42nd Amendment
The Preamnble isa vision statement to the
Constitution, or as the Supreme Court de-
sacribed inits 1961 ruling in In Re: The Berubari
Liniom, “a key to open the mind of the mak-
ers” of the Constinution.
In 1950, when the Constitution was

ey, andl froze delimitation.

Behind these changes
These changes mﬂucted Indira f‘am:llu 1

P
As the 42nd Amendment’s Statement of
Objects and Reasons read, the addition was
mieant to “make the directive principles more
comprehensive and give them
precedence over those funda-
mental rights which have been
allowyeel to be relied upon o frus-

trate soc reforms..”,

LAW

number of its leaders, including Aral Bihari
Vajpayee and L K Advani wene jailed,

“The founding fathers of our Constitution
.md ufnu.r country had intended Indnn ;ncl-

and socialist, All

Constitution, and it has never been regarded
as the source of any substantive power.."
Secularism is a theme that

In another landmark ruling in 1980,
Minerva Afills v Lireion of fndia, which also de-
bated ndir il

lhnnu[,h the C in 1 oth

nnwmn|ncn1|1mahuthm1nthn(‘nnﬁhtuum
el for they rightly deserve to be mentioned
there,” Inelira had told Lok Sabiha,

B The word "integrity™ was brought into
the Prearnble at a time when Indira's politi-

For instance, secularism is a key
facet of the right o equality enshrined in
Article 14 of the Constitution. Article 15 ex-

during the . thee Coirt d
“socialism” was a constingtional ideal for the
framers, It cited Part IV of the Constitution,
which deals with Directive Pnnclphs of State

plicithypr discr o on ne-

Policy, the

ligion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth, Article
16 guarantees equality of opportunity in

cal rhetoric — -ation for imposing
the Emergency —centred around “forces di-
viding the nation”,

“When we talk of integrity,
it is really the quality or the
state of being undivided..,
Whereasa nation is composed

o The reason for adding
“secular” to the Preamble was not as explic-
ithy speltout. But it came at a time when the
Blur.mya]ana Sangh, predecessor of the BJF,

political objectives d
21-manth period dulmg w‘hldl the Pmm.-
Minister rubed by decree.

' Since the 1950s, the tussle between
I";llll.]munl and the ]udn:l:lly had revilwed
around

Wis as a patent political foree,

In the 1967 general elections, the Jana
Sangh had won 35 seats, its best perform-
ance till then, and the Congress’ tally dropped
to 283, While the Congress bounced back in

of the people and the country,
wehenwe talk of the integrity of the country,
we talk of.. maintaining the indivisibility of
the country along with the unity of the na-
tion," then law Minister H R Gokhale had said
inthe Parliament while speaking on the Bill,

The difference they made
While symbolic, the additions to the

pubdic employment. These rights
against the state make the Constitution in-
herenthy secular,

This view has repeatedly been empha-
sised by the Supreme Court, Even before the
42nd amendment altered the Preamble, a
13-judge bench in the landmark 1973
Kesmvemanda Bharati ruling held that secu-
larism is a basic feature of the Constitution
that canmot be done away with.

"The secular character of the state, ac-
cording towhich the state shall not discrim-
mate against any citizen on the ground of re-
ligion only, cannot likewise be done away
with,” the ruling states.

In the 1994 Bommai ruling, that dealt

1971, the Jana Sangh theless remained

Court’ of fund l righ

pecially the right to property, as placing mdl-

(AW 5] GLOBAL

WHY CANADAMADEAU-TURNONITS
CONTENTIOUSDIGITAL SERVICES TAX

1N Abid to restart stalled trade negotiations
with the United States, Canada scrapped
its Digital Services Taoe (DST) hoars bedore
it was due to take effect on Monday,
Callingthe DET adirect and blatart at-
tack™ on the LIS, President Donald Trumg
had on Friday announced the termination
of all trade discussions with Canaca With
the comtentious tax out of the way, talks

between n and Ottawa will
likely resume,

Canada's PM Mark Camey with US
What was the DST? President Donald Trump, The 7

The DET was a 3% levy on the digital
services revenue a firm made from
Canadian users above $200million ina cal-
endar year, Controversially, the rax was
et o be retroactively implemented be-
ginning 2022,

This would have had a significant im-
pact on American technology glants such
as Googhe, Meta, Apple, and Amazon —
American tech cormpanies would have had
tex puay roasghly 82.7 billion to the Canaclian
government, if the ta were to be imple-

0% base tariff imposed on most coun-
tries, Canada (and Mesxico) Face an acddi-
tional 26 % an all exports o the LS, appar-
ently meant o curb illegal immigration
and stop fentanyl smuggling Trump has
also slapped 50 tariffs on steel and alu-
minam imports from Canada and 25% on
Aty Imports,

This makes getting a trade deal with the

LIS a top priority for Canada, Scrapping the
ST inthi Trumphacd

mented, The Mew York Times b ted
“The DETwas announced in 2020mad-

th among its most vehement eritics.

dress the fact that many I jug rly indlications are that and
Comp a6 I mectthe previcasly-setJuly
otherwise pay tax on rev d 21 deadk

from Canadians..,” Canada's finance min-

istry said in its staternent on Sunday.
Whilie thee law had been passed earlier,

payments were due from Monday.

Domestically, the U-turmis unlikedy to

hurt Canada's Prime Minister Mark
Carney, despite his election platform re-
volving around standing up to the US

President. This s because the DST was not

What does Canada's U-turn mean?

Canada is the United States' second-
largest trading partner after Mexico, and
the largest buyer of LIS expants, It bowght
$349.4 billlion of US goods and exported
$412.7 billlion tothe LIS last year, according
toyUS Census Bureau data,

A the same time, itcurvently faces the
steepest of Trumg's tariffs: apart fromthe

@/ Drishti IAS |

particularly papular in Canada either
since it could have raised the cost of all
kinds of digital services — from hailing
cab rides to streaming movies,

Imfact, in recent manths, many spec-

ulated that the tax's best purpose could
be to serve as a bargaining chip in ongo-
ingtrade talks with the LS.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Il arthi's fc op-
ponents through the Emergency, when a

I nge
Constitution. As the SC had noted in Berubari
Uniom, *| the | Preamble is not a part of the

with Cent L theSCagain up-
held secularism as a basic feature of the
Constitution.

S ALWA[[30) DIPLOMACY

India’s outreach to the Global South

Why PM Modi's 9-day, 5-nation trip — one of his longest visits overseas — beginning tomorrow matters

state that has several socialist ideas.

"W resolved to constitute ourselves into
aSocialist State which carried with it the obli-
gation tosecure ioour people justice — social,
economic and political, Wi, therefore, put part
IV o our Constitution containing directive
principles of State policy which specify the so-
clalistic goal tobe achieved,” the ruling said,

In November 2024, a two-judge Bench
led by then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna dismissed writ petitions challeng-
ing the addition of "secularism” and *social-
sm” in the Constitution.

“The additions to the Preamble have not
restricted or impeded legislation or policies
pursued by elected governments, provided
[they] did not infringe upon fundamenstal and
constitutional rights or the hasic structure of
thed Therefore, wedor
begitimate cause .. for challenging this consti-
tutional amendment...." the Bench said,
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Prime Minister MNARENDRA
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p Visit will focus
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. bilageral
b r . partnerships,
L cooperation
WINDHOEK,
Namibia
President Lulada President
Silva; PM willalso Netumbo
travel to Brasilia Nandi-Ndaitwah
GHANA, July2-3 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO, ARGENTINA, July 4-5 BRAZIL, July 5-8 NAMIBIA, July9
THIS WILL be Narendra Modi's Jl.ll‘" 3'4 MODIwill meet Javier Milei =S MODI will meet President Luiz - DURING his first visit to Namibia

first bilaveral visit to Ghana, and
the first Indian Prime Ministerial
visit to the country in three
decaces, john Mahama, whe was
elected President in Jamuary, vis-
ited India in 2015 for the India-
Adrica Forum Summit,

Ghana is one of West Africa's
[astest-growing economies; its e-
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lationshipwith India is marked b
rebust and expanding trade and
investment. India is the largest
destination for Ghanaian exparts;
gl accounts fior more than 70
af India's imports from Ghana,
M will hold talks with
President Mahama to review the
bilateral partnership and discuss
ways to enhance it through eco-
nomic, energy, defence, and devel

AQ-45% OF the Indian diaspora in
thee Caribbean lives in Trinidad and
Tobago; both Prime Minister
Kamla Persad-Bissessar and
President Christine Carla

are of Indian origin. This will be
Modi's first visit to TAT as Prime
Minister and the first bilate ral visit
by an Indian PM after 1994,

The PM visited Guyana in
MNowvember 2024; his second visit
to the Caribbean in eight months
inclicates the importance India ac-
cords to the region, The visit will

mark 180 years of the arrival af

Inclian immigranis in T&T,
The bilateral economic rela-
tionship has witnessed steady
h, with ching §

President  Donald  Trump's
“favourite President” — during the
First bilateral visit by an Indian "M
in 57 years, They will review on-
going cooperation and discuss
weays to enhance defence, agricul-
ture, mining, oil and gas, energy,
ete. partnerships, The two leaders
met earlier on the margins of the
G20 Surmmit in Rio de Janeiro in
November 2024

Inclia and Argentina have sig-
nificantly advanced bilateral coop-
eratien in the mineral resources
sector, particularly in lithium, a
critical input for India's green en-
ergy transition, Argentina is.a ma-
Jjor supplier of soybean and sun-
Aower oil to India. In 2024, India
was Arge 's fifth-largest tracl-

OPMEnt COnperation.

34161 milkion in FY 2024-25,

ing partnier and export destination,

Imacio Lula da Silva during the
BRICS Leaders’ Summit in Rio de
Janwiro, whichwill be followed by
a State Visit, Ar BRICS, the PM will
discuss the reform of ghobal gov-
ernance, peace and security,
strengthening multilateralism, re-
sponsibde use of Al climae action,
global health, ete, He will likely
Tave several bilateral mestings on
the sidelines of the Summit,

For the State Visit, the PM will
travel to Brasilia where he will
hold bilateral discussions with
President Lula on broadening the
Strategic Partnership in areas of
muiual interest, including trade,
defence, energy, space, technol-
ogy, agriculture, and health, Brazil
is India’s largest trading partner in
South America,

{the thimd brscliam Prime Ministerial
visit to the country), Modi will
meet President Netumbo Nandi-
MNdaitwah, pay homage to the
Founding Father of Mamibia, Dr
Sam Mujoma, and address the
couniry's Parliament,

Bilateral race has grown from
less than $3 million in 2000 to al-
mast $600 million now. Indian
companies have invested inmin-
ing, manufacturing, diamond pro-
cessing and services in Narmibia,

Eight cheetahs from Namibia
were released by the PM at Kuno
Mational Park in Madhwya Pradesh
in September 2022, the world's
firstintercontinental translocation
of a major carmivore species,

SHUBHAJIT ROY

NY mayor hopeful Mamdani says he’s a ‘socialist : What does he mean?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

ZOHRAN MAMDANI is a democratic social-
It whose unlikely victory in the Demoeratic

are privately owned, and incomes are dis-
tributed through the market, There is over-
whelming political consensus in the US
abeout the virtues of this system, and the
vices of any alternative,

Socialism refers to a diverse set of eco-

mayoral New ork
gmdafnesh red scare” forsome in the LS,
Presichent Trumyp has called Mamdani “a
100 Communist Lunatic”,
and senior Democrats have
hesitated to endorse him.

nomic.and political philose have
evolved as a reaction to the capitalist sys-
tem, A their heart is the rejection] eritique
of the “capitalist™; a person
who owns the means of
production, and hence con-
trods the production process,

nesses out of the city. and saddIeMw\e\urI:
— whose GDPF runs into trillions — with ex-
cessive government controls and taxation,
What is Mamdani's economics?

Mamdani's ‘socialism’
The U5 has long been the flagbearer of

capitalism, an economic system where the
means of production (land, labour, capital)

CnlIESWMm;I'i pullqr ECDNO'MCS

Some socialists advocate
state ownership, others want workers to
own the means of production while com-
peting in a market economy, and still oth-
ers are in fvour of collective ownership,
Mamdani’s democratic socialism es-
pouses better distribastion of wealth {and
pevwer ) within a market economy, “Call it
democracy or call it democratic socialism,
there must be a better distribution of wealth

=

for all of God's chikdren in this country,”
Marndani said in a recent interview, quoting
civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr.
According to the Democratic Socialists
of America {DSA), capitalism is “a system
designed by the owning class to exploit the
rest..for their own profit”, Democratic so-
cialism advecates *a democracy that cre-
ates space for all to flourish, not just sur-
wive™, for pecple “to collectively cwn the key
economic drivers”, and a guarantee of uni-
wersal bealthcare and other welfare initia-
tives toensure “a freer, more just life”,

Aresonant message...
Behind Mamdani's success — and that of
other anti-starws guo politicians, including
Trumgp — is the failune of the present
system to deliver for a vast number of
Americans, In some ways, New York isa mi-
crocnsm of the crisis Gcing the US mday,
After its strongest economic boom in
decades, the 19 pandemic dealt a se-

Zohran K Mamclani. he Ny

vere blow to New York's economy — one
which it is yet to recover. Inflation has out-
paced wages making everything from gro-
ceries to housing increasingly unaffordable.
The mdian home price in 2022, at $724,000,
weas more than 10 times the median house-
hold income of $72,000 per annum,
Mameland's carmpaign captured the imag-

spapsl,lndlunsxptsqmm .. .

ination of voters by promising to make New
York more affordable, *l will freeze the rent
for millions of tenants, make buses (st and
freee, and dediver universal childeare, And be-
fareyouask, Il pay for it by taxing the rich..”

neverbe acrisis of affordability. Alange body
of research shows that while freezing rents
miay help affordability in the short term, in
the long run, it disincentives the building of
Twouses, and decreases future affordabilivy,

he said during a televised debate. WThereisconcern about the efficiency of

He has also promised o create a network: i has grocery
of city-owned grocery stores which would  siores, There are many examples from around
focus on keeping prices low, not profits, — the lmdd that more often than not, shops or
“Without hawing to pay rent or property unby 1t ane inefli-
|such ihcps| will reduce mmdu:ad and pass  cient pion, Mamdani
on 5" his h realc hisichea,

PP
Mamdani has said he will raise the mini-
mum wage to $30/hour by 2030 (up from
$16.5(hour at present). *In the workds rich-
estcity, wage should-

iFimplemented, will have to grapple with,
mWamdani’s taxation planis seen as ex-
cessive by New York's businesses, which
Y toother jurisdictions, Asone

e mean living in poverty,” the manifesto says,
..And a few concerns

of Mamdani's opponents during the pri-
mary, former hedge fund manager Whitney
Tilson, saicl; “New York businesses would be

T he belief that grvemment-ficed prices. — paying double the tax rate of New Jersey,
(or wages) can snlwrcaﬂmues intheecon-  triple thatof Connecticut, ane five times that
omy isviewed 1 of Florida, vdlu:hwwld lead 10 an exdus of
economists. i thi e thecase, il il jobs,

city.”
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When does the gender gap emerge with
respect to mathematical abilities?

A study in Franee found that boys and girls began school with the same mathemarical abilities, but a gender gap began emerging in the first year of

school. Thi

Radhika Santhanam

A snet, B., Breda, T. et al,
“Rapid emergence of a maths gender gap
in first grade', Mature (2025).

o org10.1038/541586-025-09126-4

cross the world, women are
under-represented in STEM
(science, technology,

engineering, and
muthematics). Their absence has

STEM, potentially hinders progress in
and perpetuates gender

1o the fact that hn_-,-s and glrl begin -.chnnl
with the same mathematical abilities. A
gender gap begins to emerge only after
boys and girls start leaming the subject
formally in school, that is, during the first
year. These are the findings of a study
published recently in Neture by
researchers in France, Understanding this
data and the underlying reasons are
crucial as they can help policymake
intervene at the right time and in the right
ways to narrow the gap.

Findings of the study
In the past, educationists, economists,
sociclogists, psychologists, and others
have conducted several studies, One
study in the U.S. showed that a maths
gender gap Favouring boys emerged
within the first few vears of schooling.
Another study that followed 2,653
ehildren in France found that a maths
gender gap was absent in kindergarten
but became favourable o boys by ages
78.

The latest study in Nature reinforces

what other studies have found in the past,
but by using “an exceptionally large and
exhaustive dataset,” according to the
researchers. The researchers studied
26.53 lakh children aged 57 years in
France over four years. They analysed
foasr consecutive cohorts from 2018 to
2022, Alle children wok the
EvalAide, a nationwide battery of tests
given to first and second grade students to
assess their language and maths abilities.
‘When boys and girls entered school,
their average maths performance was
nearly identical in 2008, There were more
boys clustered among the top and bottom
performers. However, just after
four months of schooling, the rchers
foand a small but highly significant gap
emerging, which favoured boys. By the
next year, there were twice as many boys
as girls among the top 5% of performers.
Importantly, this gap was found in
every cohort across the four consecutive
vears, This meant that it was not due to
any specific soci economic, or
eurricular changes in a particular year,
The gap was found in each region of
France, in schools serving communities at
both high and low socio-economical
lewvels, in private as well as public schools,
and regardless of family compositon.
nusly, the gap between boys and
girls was wider if the chikdren were from

differences in aptitudes. So what explains
the gap?

First, a few caveats. Researchers write
that sing e clata is descriptive in
nature, it can't be used to pin down
can Second, a study conducted at
nterv vents any evaluation of the
potentially continuous effect of school
exposure or the effect of vac: 5. Third,
the tests were not strictly identcal atall
poinis of time during the study. Fourth,
the data is tedl to one country.

Nevertheless, they offer some
explanations consistent with their
findings,

Maths problems are solved in a
particular time frame and ina
competitive seiting, and these are
conditions that girls are taught 1o fear,
Their consequent anxiety could be
exacerbating the gap. The researchers say
this explanation is congruent with their
finding that greater test difficulty
enhances the gender gap.

Stereotypes that boys are better at
maths could also be widening the gap.
The researchers write that "maths-related

counting and subtracting) start to be
mare clearly identified as belonging to the
maths domain in primary school, They
believe that this "sudden labelling of
mdlhh related activities as 'maths’

high-income families — a p
not found for language. It was also larger
among high-income Families where bath
parents held scientific occupations,

Analysing the gender gap
Sinee the children had similar abi
when they started formal educ
can conchude from the data that the gap is
not related to any fundamental gender

axt start earlier
in preschooly might give space for gender
stereotypes surrounding maths o
emerge, to be internalised by children
and, eventually, to affect their
self-concept and performance.”

Thie attitudes of primary school
teachers may be a factor as well, For
example, teachers may encourage girls to
read more and boys to do more division

finding was consistent across private and public schools, in schools catering to high- and low-income families, and in every region

and subtraction, That is, they may
attribute intellect to boys and diligence to
girls. Parents may also have such
assumptions about aptitudes,

Suggested interventions

As the problem begins after children start
schooling, the researchers believe
improving teacher training will be a
crucial intervention. If teachers are
encouraged to question girls and boys
equally often during maths and science
classes, and also to focus equally on the
talents and efforts of children of both
genders, it could lead to improved
outcomes.

Also, if teacher training in maths is
d to improve their confidence
terest in this topic, it could
effectively u»duct the gap, This, the
researchers say, is especially true of a
country such as France, where mist
primary school teachers are female,

Interventions could also be directed
towards children. For boys and girls to
become convineed that maths is worth
the effort, they should be exposed to both
male and female role models with whom
they can identify.

The researchers also suggest that girls
should be provided with ways 1o cope
with anxiety related to competition. They
suggest implementing self-afirmation
tasks, They also express belief that
accentuating an incremental view of
intelligence — that is, emphasising that
abilities and intelligence are malleable
and can be developed through effort and
learning - would help.

In short, it takes just a few months for a
gender gap to emerge, so quick
interventions could help close the gap
effectively,
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Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.cain

The Van Mahotsav is a week-long celebration from July 1 to July 7. A quiz on this festival

Prathmesh Kher Mahatsay observed
duiring the first week

h of July in India?

QUESTION 1 [

Wihat does the name QUESTION §

“yan Mahotsay' Wwhich government

mean? bady is primarily

respansible for
arganlsing and
promating the Van

h

QUESTION 2
wiho organised the
first tree-planting Mahatsay across
week in July 1947 Insdia?
that inspined the Van |
Mahotsay? QUESTION &

h Ar the time of the first

QUESTION 3
Inwhich year did the
Van Mahotsav

event in 1947, an

Inian freedam fighter
and & fownding figure
become a national of Independent India
festival cbserved in had sald A growing

the fiest week of July? | tree is the lving

Y symbol of 3

QUESTION 4 progressive ration.

Wity i the Van Identify this persan,
cM

Visual question:
Identify the waman planting the sapling in the plcture,

the (then) All England Club

challenge cup

Viswanathan

Questlons and Answers to the previous day's dally qulz: 1. The primary
reason for hasting the fisst-ever Wimbledan championships in 1ETT, Ans: To pay
for the repalr of the pony roller that was needed to maintaln the lawns at

2. The first-gver winner in the inaugural event and the reward he got, Ans:
Spencer Gore. He was awarded a prize money of 12 gulneas and a sllver

1. Apart fram Djokovie, these men have seven triumphs against thelr name, Ans:
Pete Sampras and Willlam Renshaw

4. The year when the balls were changed to vellow. Ams: The ‘Optic Yellow'
ealoured balls were flrst used in 1986

5. The reason why competitars sport & pre-dominantly white apparel Ansz To hide
the 'unsightly' sweat stains which would show up on eoloured clothing!

B Name the first electranie line judging ald intraduced in 1980, Ansz Cyclaps

7. Thaugh the Championships started in 1877, this is the reason why the current
toumament will be the 138th edition and
Champlonships was suspended during WW | and WW Il because of bombing
threats and cancelled in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic

Wisual; identify the statues and the reason why there are in the Champlonships'
recard books Ans: Nicolas Mahut and John lsner, who in 2010 played the
longest-ever match over 11 hours, 5 minutes with the final set lasting 491

& 1451h. Ans: Because The

Early Blrds: Rahul Arora) Subdev Shet| Sonall Das| Suchit Narottam| Siddhartha

Know Your
English

8. Upendran

“How was the test?"

"It was pretty easy, actually. Spent all
weekend preparing for it though.”

“What did you do during the
weekend?"

"1 was pottering about in the study."

“Portering about? You mean you made
ps?”

“No! Noo! ‘Pattering about’ is an
informal expression wsed in British
English. When vou say you have been
pottering aboat, i 5 that you have
been ‘spending time in a gentle,
unhurried way, doing pleasant but
unimportant things” For example, [ can
say, my grandmaother spends the
mornings pottering abouwt in the garde

“Can | say, | spend every morni
pottering about in the classroom|

"Dy you enjoy being in the classroom?™

"OF cowrse not! You know [ hate
school.”

"Well, in that case, you cannot say ']
potter about in the dassroom,” You
usually use the expression ‘potter about'
with unimportant things that you like to
do.
“1 see, Usha loves o potter abowt in the
kitchen. Can [ say that?"

"You can. You coubd also say, Usha
boves to potter around in the kitchen. We
can LLSI. both ‘potter around” and * potter
about'.

father likes to potter around in
parks,

v boss tells me that even he lik

*... talking abour your boss, did you
show him your proposal?”

"1 did. He gawe it the thumbs down.”

“Thumbs down! I've drunk Thumbs Up
before. But what is a thumbs down?”

“Let me give you an example, If you
release a movie and the audience give it a
thumbs down, it means that the audience
t. They think it is a lousy movie
5 not likely to succeed ™

"1 see, S0 the expression “thumbs
down' is used to indicate disapproval, 1s
that right?"
ctly! When [ was young, | wanted
i join the army, but my ather gave it the
thumbs down,”

"M m}‘ your father didn't approve of
your joining the army and theretore
r_lldn p;lw: ynu thn: permission io joi

My s dl!lEl’] o wisit Simla during
the summer, but my mother gave it the
thumbs down,”

"My boss wanted to hire two more
people, but the management gave it the
thumbs down.”

“But tell me, why did your boss give
your proposal a thumbs down? 1 thought
it was pretty good."

"My boss approved of it, but the
munagement didn't.”

"But why?*

"Becanse the management consists of a
bunch of potatsheads!™

"A potatchead! What's a potatohead? A
stupid person?

"That's right! A potatchead is a stupid
persomn,

Pubdished in The Hindu on fanuary 28,
1957,

Word of the day

Noisome:
causing or able to cause nausea; offansively
malodoraus

SYNonyms: loathsame, nauseous,
affensive, quoasy, sickening, vile, fatid, foul,
funky, smelly, stinking

Usage: vou will need a caim retreat from the
nafsome fray.

Pronunciation: newsth ive/nolsomepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: o sem

For feedback and suggestions for
Tt & Contest, pleade wiite ta
letters@thehindu,.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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Number of people

Beneficiaries found
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The decrease in Indias

ext&Context

Brazil's public sector

Amount approved for

killed in Iran during

ineligible for Women's

industrial output

ict with Israel

conf
lsrael on June 13
launched a major
bambing campaign

againat lran, killing top military
commanders and atormic scientlsts, The
Israeli strikes hit nuclear sites as well as.
residential areas. The death toll in Iran
Included 132 women and 38 children, av

Pension Scheme

growth in May

In thausand, Over 60,000
beneficiaries have been
faund ineligible under the

Delhi govermment's Woren's Penshon
Scherne following a large-scale verification
enerelse conducted by the Women and
Child Developrent (WCD) Departrient,
wificials en Manday sald. »n

I per cent. India’s industrial
l 2 production growth slowed to

& nine-menth low of 1.2% in
May 2025 due 1o paar perdforrmance af
manufacturing, mining and power sectors
caused by the early onset of monsoen,
according to official data released on
Monday. e

debt as a share of GDP

road and infra in

in the month of May

Himachal Pradesh

In per cent, Brazil's

76 l public sector gross debt

®. rode slightly to 76.1% of
GOP in May from TE.0% In Apeil, The
Increase was driven mainly by interest
payments, the central bank said, in
manth when the primary budget deficit
came In narrower than expected. sumas

In 7 crare, The
Centre has
| approved the

annual plan of 13,667 crore for the
construction and up-gradation of roads,
bridges and related infrastructure in
Himachal Pradesh for FY2024-25. #n
COMPILED BY THE HINDU BATA TEAM
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How do unsafe cancer drugs reach patients?

Wha is responsible for ensuring thar cancer drugs are sterile and non-contaminated? How does the UK. ensure dr

countries have adequate drug testing facilities? What happens when contaminated cancer drugs reach patients? How has the WHO intervened?

EXPLAINER

Andjela Milivajevic

The story so far:
mijor new investigation by the
Bareau of Investigative
Journalism published by The
Hindu has revealed that bad
cancer drugs have been shipped to more
than 100 countries around the world.
Before a cancer drug reaches a patient,
they would have already undergone a
lomg, complicated journey. Once the raw
materials have been sourced, a typical
drug will be manufactured, packaged,
shipped, bocally distributed and finally
put to use. And at every stage of this
process, the drug's quality must remain
unharmed. Relatively innocuous events -
a change in temperature or poor handling
— can have critical effects,

What are the risks in manufacturing?
One of the higgest dangers is
contamination. Ensuring that cancer
drugs are sterile is the wltimate
responsibility of the manufacturers, Every
action must be tightly controlled. Staff
wiorking without proper disinfection
Proe; can carry contaminants, Even a
technician moving too quickly in a clean
FoOm can create air movemnent that
spreads bacteria. Everything is sanitised
right down to the pens and paper.

The process is unforgiving: if raw

i n't tested adequately, if

equipment isn't dleaned properly, and if
water isn't filtered thoroughly, these
lifesaving medicines can become lethal,

How do countries ensure such safety?
About 80% of NHS prescriptions in
England are generic drugs, identical
copies of branded drugs that can be made
omoe i drug's patent expires. About
two-thirds of those come from abroad. To
try to ensure that these drugs are safe, the
following measures are in place - every
batch undergoes two rounds of quality
testing, at the manufacturing site, and

then on entering the U.K.; during each of
these rounds of tests, 20 different
markers of drug quality are checked; only
specific experts are qualified to verify
each batch; and the Medicines and
Healtheare products Regulatory Agency
regularly inspects manufacturing
facilities, both in the U.K. and abroad.
uch testing systems are the gold
standard. Many low- and middle-income
countries, however, face significant
challenges. In Nepal, for example, limited
resources and expertise mean that there
is no effective testing and monitoring of
impaorted medicines. Many countries also
lack the ability to track drugs through
supply chains and, like Nepal, do net have
any verified experts or facilities to check
drug quality. These shortcomings,
combined with corruption issues and
porous horders, all mean that bad and
potentially counterfeit drugs can enter
healthcare systems.

What are the consequences?
Drrugs that have not been manufactured
properly can be toxic or comtaminated —

GETTY INAGES

and put a patient in immediate danger.

In 2019, five young patients from Saudi
Arabia developed a high fever, and one
died, after taking an Indian-made
medicine given at the same time as
chemotherapy drgs, In the same year,
tour children died and more than a 100
fell ill in Colombia when given the same
type of drug, In 2022, at least 10 children
in Yemen died after receiving
methotrexate, a critical chemotherapy
drug used to treat keukaemia and other
canicers, that had been contaminated with
a deadly bacteria. In 2023, the Bureau
uncovered a dozen poor-guality brands of
a childhood cancer drug used in Brazil.

‘What's WHO doing to ensure safety?
The World Health Organization (WHO)
maintains a rapid alert system for
dangeroas drugs. After a concern has
been raised, the WHO assesses it and an
alert is then sent out to all member
governments, However, this system only
catches problems after harm occurs.,

The WHO has put several mechanisms
in place to keep a check on drug safety in

low and middle-income countries, One is
the Global Benchmarking Tool: a tool that
es and rates national regulatory
stems on a scale of 1 (beast mature) to 4
{most matwre). In 2023, 70% of WHO
member countries were rated level L or 2,
meaning they have limited capacity to
check drugs coming into the country.
Then we have the Essential Medicines
List: a list of medications that are
comnsidered to be the safest and most
effective for meeting the most important
health system needs. While generic
versions of drugs on this list could still be
fake or substandard, the existence of the
list helps countries prioritise Emited
resources. Third, there are
prequaliiication programs which are lists
that contain laboratories, specific drugs
and sources of active pharmaceutical
ingredients that the WHO has inspected,
evaluated, and confirmed to be
acceptable for use. This helps
governments and national regulators
procure safe medicines, Fourth, is the
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP)
certification which ensures that
pharmaceutical products are consistently
produced and controlled w quality
standards. Most countries will only accept
the import and sale of medicines that
have been manufactured by
internationally recognised GMPs, And
finally the WHO certification scheme. A
Certificate of Pharmaceutical Products
{CoPP) can be requested by a country that
wints to import a medicine, and it would
issued by the exporting country sceording
o the WHO guidelines. It acts like a
passpaort for medicines, proving the item
is approved and safely made in the
exporting country,

These measures certainly provide
some protection against dangerous drugs,
but the protections they offer simply
aren’t enough. Without the level of
ight seen in couniries like the UK.,
these measures often fail to prevent
substandard drugs from reaching
patients.

Andjela Milivajevic is with The Bureau of
Investigative Jourmalism.
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Ensuring that cancer drugs are
sterile s the ultimate
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manufacturers. Every action
st be tightly cantralled.
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Diuigs that have not been
marufactured praperly can be
tawic oF contaminated — and
put & patient in immediate
danger.
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The Warld Health Organization
(WHO) maintains a rapid alen
aystem for dangerous drugs.

Can a G.I. tag prevent cultural
misappropriation?

How many Indian products are registered as Gl-tagged goods? Do international’ Gl rights exist?

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n June 35, at its
Spring/Summer 2026
menswear show in Milan,
Ttalian heeury brand Prada
unveiled footwear inspired by India’s
Geographical Indication (Gl)-tagged
Kolhapuri chappals, sparking accusations
of ‘cultural misappropriation’.

What is a geo, ical indication?

It is a form of “intellectual property” that
identifies goods as originating from a
specific country, region or locality, where
their distinctive qualities, characteristics,
or reputation are essentially linked ro that
‘place of origin’. In India, there are
currently 658 registered Gl-tagged poods,
inchading Chanderi sarees (Madhya
Pradesh), Madhubani painting (Bihar),
Pashmina shawls (J&K), Kancheepuram
silke (Tamil Madu), and Darjeeling tea

L »

(West Bengal). Importantly, Gls serve as a
powerful marketing tool, driving rural
development, boosting exports,
enhancing comsumer confidence, and
preserving ‘cultural knowledge’ of local
ities, farmers and indigenous
groups. Unlike trademarks, which are
owned by enter) 5, Gls are public
property belonging to the producers of
the concerned goods and cannot be
assigned, ransmitted or licenced.

The legal protection of Gls stem from
international instruments like the Paris
Convention for the Protection of
Indlustrial Property (1883), and later
gained a clearer definition under the
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, 1995,
Indlia, as a TRIPS signatory, enacted the
Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999,
which came into force in 2003, The Act
provides for GI registration, enforcement
of rights, prohibition of unauthorised use

and penalties for infringement.

How can infringement be tackled?
The registered proprietor or authorised
users may initiate infringement action
when an unauthorised user misleads the
public about the origin of goods, causes
unfair competition or passing off, or
falsely represents goods as originating
from a Gloregistered region. However, it is
important to note that GI rights are
primarily ‘territorial’ and consequently
limited to the country (or region) where
prodection is granted. At present, nio
automatic "'world" or ‘international’ Gl
right exists, Nevertheless, several
mechanisms exist for cross-horder
protection. Gls can be protected
internationally by first securing
recognition in the country of ar
many jurisdictions reguire this as a
precondition and then obtaining
prodection directly in the jurisdiction

coneerned,

Is this the first such case?
Indian traditional products have time and
again suffered exploitation by global
corporations, In 1997, the US, Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) controversially
granted a patent to Ricetec Inc., a
Texas-based company, for novel
and grains" of Basmati rice. After
significant Indian legal efforts, the USPTO
disallowed the patent holder from using
the name “Basmati”. Similar challenges
arose with 'turmeric’ when the University
of Mississippi medical centre was granted
a patent in 1995 for turmeric's
wound-healing properties — a use long
kmown in Indian traditional medicine.
The Council of Scientific and Indwstrial
Research contested the claim, leading tw
the revocation of the patent, Likewise, the
Europesn Patent Oifice in 2000 revoked a
patent granted to the U5, Department of
Agriculture and a multinational form WE.
Grace, for neem-based antifungal
formulations, as the therapeutic use of
neem was already part of Indian
knowledge systems, To prevent such
cases in the future, one could start by

ing the Traditional Kr
Digital Library to include wider traditional
grassroots expressions, Making a
*searchable database’ would allow brands
to conduct due diligence and searches to
identify right holder communities for
collaboration,
Kartikey Singh is a lawyer hased in New
Dedhi. With inputs from Janhvi Singh.
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