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Good start in Manipur but
gov faces law & order ‘test’

he decizion of Manipur governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla to extend the

deadline, first fixed as February 26, by another week for rebels to

return weapons looted from pdioe stations and state armouries

when ethnie clashes broke out in the state on May 3, 2023, is a wel-
come move that must be followed up diligently.

The decision follows radical Meited group Arambai Tenggol surrender-

!ui its arms and ammunition voluntarily to the 1st Manipur Rifles Camp
in hal, Reports suggest that the group deposited 300 weapons of all varl-
eties, rts also say its members could deposit more arms in the follow-
ing days. This is seen as a highly positive response as the Meitel groups
were seen as having been mainly responaible for the loot of arms from var-
ious palice stations.

The extension of deadline has been given upon the expiry of the seven-
day ultimatum on the basis aof * r% ests from both the valley and hill
areas", according to the governor. This is “the last opportunity for every-
one concerned to contribute to peace, communal harmony, the future of
our youth, and the security of our soclety”, Mr Bhalla said.

The ethnic clashes bemi{ee& ﬂ)ehmah]n]my Meét)el cng?mél‘;llty and the

ukis who belong to the tri community

The Centre moved were exacer| hatedg the actions of a panlsan
to remove Mr Biren fovernment led by BJF leader N. Biren Singh.

anly when While the Kukis were forced to take arms to

ﬂlﬂ'"“d t “": defend their families, ev Meiteis were

unhappy with the Bire ngh administration

tensions in the which did nothing to bring about an under-

till standing between the two communities as polit-

lcal es( ediency got the better of the chief minis-

e Union government played ball and

qu ed unwavering suppart to him despite

warng! by none other than the Supreme

Court of India, amid damning reports by numer-

aUus independent
investigatora.

The Centre moved to remove Mr Singh from his position only when it
realised that the tensions in the border state, till then limited to its capital
and surrounding areas, was spreading to tl districts posing a seri-
ous threat to national security. But the basic democratic function of a gow-
ernment, to offer protection to the lives of the people and their ﬁa perties,
had I.ung been abandoned. So much so that several villages inhabited by

organisations and

the Kuki-Zo people had actually formed their own defence commitiees.
Law and order could not have been worse in an Indian state in recent
h%l::ery.

wernor, who took charge at the brea]-(mﬁnpnin: has taken mea-
sures that seemn to working for now. With distrus the fellow citizen and
the government at its peak, his attempts in essence have been to regain the
trust a ruler and the people must share. The extension of the deadline must
induce more peaple to return their weapons and repose trust in the gow-
ernment mac luerﬁ_

The test for Mr Bhalla, however, liea in how he follows up on this auspi-
clous start — whether he acts impartially and takes stern action against

w-hreakers once the March 8 deadline for retu: ning the weapons gets
over. For, it's up to him to prove to the people of Manipur that the
Constitution is a fair decument that can ensure usrl.ce for all.

Hyperloop too costly for India?

he development of a 422-metre hyperloop test track by a team of engi-

neers from 11T Madras, in collaboration with Indian Railways, is a

milestone in India's :ecmm]ngms] journey. While it is just the first
step in the long journey towards developing a functional model of hyper-
loap transportation system, the test track lays the basic foundation for the
[\lnlre pProgress.

erloop is an advanced transportation system in which a capsule trav-
els t rough vacuum tubes at supersonic speeds of Mach 1 or 1,200 km per
hour, The capsule, which carries either passengers or freight, levitates as
it moves in the charged pod. Though hyperloop technology is still at a
nascent stage across the world, it can offer a green alternative to the exist-
ing high-speed transport systema such as air travel.

Questions, however, are being rajsed in some guarters about India's
focus on h%r]nnp which has ne working mode] in any country yet —
instead of Maglev (magnetic levitation) trains, which have been opera-
tional in several places for over a decade, The cost of building a hyperloop
i= estimated to be between $100 million and 5200 per kilometre, whereas
Maglev trains could be built for £50 million to S50 mil v kilometre.

Currently, a hyperloop connecting Chennal and uru, which are
4 km apart, would cost between §34.3 billion (22,95 lakh crores) and $68.6
billion (25.84 lakh crores), while a Maglev would cost half that amount.
Tho! Indians may not afford such high-cost transportation at resent
r.he W] adnptl.on af technology areund the world could eventually

o .

men:lal use, the IIT‘ Madras teem mu!r he apan'ecmed 'inr its member!-
efforts to master advanc, as it wi al positive ri
ple effects. Just as the Mangalyaan project sparked interest among Indian
chl.ldren for science, especially engineering, the hyperloop project could

ire hundreds of mnusnndg of g'mmg minds tnyﬁﬂue‘ﬁrg&!& in si-
euce helping India to become a scientific suparpower.
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Shun prejudice, racism, or

India will pay I heavy price

¥ d

Patralekha
Chatterjee

Dev 360

alk ahout salidari-

gml.th the Global

h is all very

well, but unless

India  counters

m.ldwe in its myriad

s, an the sl:mei and in

university MpsES

aggnml\m. lt miss more

reputatio

rages an in Nepn] e

than & week after o 2 eu-
old waman siudent

that country died by muc)de

imside her hostel Toom at

Odisha's Kalinga Institute
of hmvm(inu,%edum]ngy
(KIT).

The death, frontpage

news both in India and
Mepal, has sparked wide-
spread protests. The young
woman was allegedly sub-
jected o intemse harass-
ment and blackmail by an
ian smdent at the uni-
wersity. Her death sparked
protests by Nepali students.
A flurry of media nﬂn
bath in Indiz and Nepal,
suggest mistreatment of
Nepalese students at the
imatitute. A video clip which
has gone wiral on social
media captures the heated
exchanges between  stu-
dents and KIIT staff mem-
bers. In the clip, female staff
members can be  heard
taunting Nepali students.
e dl';igm ep‘:he universi-
ty provides free meals to
#0000 stodents, which Is
mpre than Nepal's GOP".
The instifute, now in dam-
ape-control mode, is on the
dock not only for crass, shu-
sive l&eéhn\lioué'f EE"N a;m
coercing many of the Ne
students to ):a\\e the cam-
IS, a rash

af public apologies l\nm the
imstitute's administration,
stern words from the
Odisha government which
has ordered a probe to deter-
mine the c SLances

of writing, the palice in
(Odisha has arvested nearl:
a dogen individuals, inch

ing an engineering smdem

booked for by abet-
ting the snicide. The matter
reached  the  Odisha

Assembly, with Biju Janata
Dal chief whip Pratap Deb
blaming the state’s EOV-
ernment for the deteriorat-
ing law and ovder.
Diplomats on bath sides
are now &ueuca]h'
to douse the five. But » ﬁv
continues o
Condolences and expres-
sinms of deep soeTaw contin-
ue. The clamopur for justice
gets lownder every day. The
Nepal government has said
it may stop issuing “no
ect[on certificates”
) to students who wish
to study in institutes in
Cldlshn if the situation stem-
ming from the death af the
em at the
Bhubaneswar-hased univer-
nlgi! nat resolved in & “jus-
tifiable and legal way”. On
February =, the
Kathmandu Post, & leading
English-language  daily

tiom mindstry covered 1,162
universities, 42A25
and 10,576 stand-alane insti-

tutions,

‘The death of the B Tech.
student who had hoped that
her education in India

would be a
upward mobility angnTmh]e

Iﬁ'lnhuyhm'fa.lheram

— & surprise gift — is heart-
bmalcmg bt moot ary fsolat-
ed instance of vicious
harassmem. It i s part of the

hamsmenl.

culturally different firom the
dominant community.

How did we

The short answer lies in
looking at what some
Indians do 1o other Indians.
whom they perceive as tox
different, and to many for-
bgmers, ecially those
without rich world pass-
ports.  Universities  are

stream  of  homiliating
wm'ds om:'uﬂf| his way,
& broke the
gla!! pane af one of the
shops. The shoy
mé:;d.ed b MFM?EH
a0 beutally that he died the
next  day,  Bystanders
watched a young boy being
blu "o .D]I.n \lmﬂ;té\;e;
2015, column
ﬂve peulslen raciam
wards African students in
lndla “Ra[:emn is ]egally
unacceptahle, morally
rehensible, and  socially
regressive. Unless there is
zerh:’:nLerance wherever or
wi ver it pops up, we
risk denting the very E‘nsge
of]ndiaﬂmdf‘mwklnme
oountry's advantage
have been far too many
I.nsmuces af African stu-
dents being at the receiving
end of racist barbs and even
assaults. This is not new. It
existed when I was a student
way back in the 1860s.
African students in my jour-
nalism class in
aften r:nmplamed of dis-
erimination and racist shurs
an the street. Sadly, the
profilem persists,” [ wrote.
The camman thread run-
ning through these inci-
dents 1:1.1“’2 umh]lltyhs
many Indians to accept ¢
it takes all types and shades
and looks to make this
world and no one is hetter or
worse s an  mdividual
becanse of the colour of
thedr skin, the shape of their

ftnmNepaLcmleda repart  meant to be safe spaces Eyes, their faith_their cul-
h'l.g::nomancunllms which pramote exchange of noems, or their coun-
fmm muu]y of the verse ideas and murtore  try's gross domestic prod-
family accus- L'hemmdmdsoulﬁm mtﬁusnm(milyahml

esmetuuversn\\ hiding
crucial details about the
imcident". Concerns ahout
the safety of Nepali studenits
in India remain. “Students

the hope that lies in the
heart of students who travel
long distances, sometimes
cross international borders,
Baut for many young wamen
and men these turn into

India's image. It is equall
about the kind of h:lqin w!
wamnt o live in. Despite all
the “unity hld.]l.m]ty"mll:
many Indiana still do n

accept ar celehrate dl\ersl

tress are now hesitant to  hostile tervain, insults  tossed
resume their studies. It is What happened to the mwmﬂsanym)ewhmsnsl
vital for the Nepal govern-  Nepali student is part of the by or coltorally different
ment and uelwant stake-  mindless arrogance and are markers of this intense
holders to take immediate  toic prejudice which leads  prejudice. The loser is India.
acmu to ensure their safe-  to the targeting of so many  If we do not course-correct,
ty," the deceased's maternal — students  from  Indias  this ingrained prejudice,
uncle told the Katunandy — Noetheast when they move  and semse af superiori-
to the country’s megacities 1y stemming from igo-
According fo the most  for higher studies. A similar — rance and ar m:e can
recent All India Survey on  mindset is behind the e and will Blow up
Higher Education 1A.I£H.E ting of African students. lca]mnimplommc

tled to the 2
woman's death and what
prompted the institute to

lssue suspersion letters to
students who were mluﬁg

HEL-22) renm. a mla] of
AEETH fored

dents ftnm 170 nations were
enrolkd in varivus courses
in India. Ot of this, 25,000
arve fram Africa. There are

same well-known
incidents. In January 2014,
shopkeepers in a South
Delhi market taunted Nido
Tania, a 19-year-old student
from Arunachal Pradesh,

from time to time, as the
death af the young Mepali
student shows.

The writer focuses on
development izspes in Indiz

LETTE

TUNNEL VISION

Tunnel disasters one after
another point to a tunnel
vision on ecology and safe-

ty protocols. Fifteen

months after the Silkyara
Bend-Barkot tunnel disas-

ter in Uttarakhand in

MNovember 2023, now eight
workers have been trapped

in a tunnel in Telangal

na.

The Silkyara tunnel had

collapsed trapping 41

workers for 17 days. After
they were miraculously res-

cued by rathole mine
project restarted and

rs, the
an

operator was killed when a

machine on which he

was

sitting fell into a 25-foot-

deep trench near the

mo-

uth of the Silkyara tunnel.
There must have been a
lack of evaluation of safety
and environmental issues
before undertaking such
projects. Any compromise
on environmental issues in
the name of development

Sujit De
Kolkata

MAMATA IS RIGHT

should be avoided.

va repoet

“Mamata

‘THIS REFERS to the new

claima BIP hid for fake voters' list in WE*
(Febs 26} I would like to commest that a8 the.
political wisdom of Mamata Barerjee i sl

active she did not o
exereise to unders
of the BIP to irdlate the voter lists'

VOIErS. 15 no dowbt

ire much cerebral
the modus aperandi

by roping
ming

all the TMC leaders to be vigilant.
mﬂg«mm imdependence Be;t its
ow pbb, the densocratic rights of the peopie
can be devoured at any time and Mansta's

timely warning nrust be taken ser

inusly.
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DOG DAYS AHEAD

GONE are the days when Feb
was considered a pleasant mont

with the arrival o g and
th termpera-

saming of flowers,

the

tures rising all over India, winter is

all but

ne. Delhi saw the warmest

February nights in 74 years. Some
parts of Kerala and Karnataka, too,

hlt A1 degrees. The

in which cli-

mate changes are taki e in
India theve is serfous w’%n]"yhgbaul
ding flash floods, earthguakes,

and Priveed o bohalfof an for X justice. KIIT has dizmis: around 1,000 Nepali stu-  for his blond, streaked hair and emerging econamiss.  avalanches and drought conditions,

P fop il i it Upncymy Marg. Mo rwo of its officers for mak-  dents sluﬂyusg n KIIT, when he asked them Bm’ She can be reachad at - Meanwhile, dogs days lie aheard
¥ Londeor Quickrmarsh Lid, W Fioar, Black 2. Eizssh Heam, 31 Yook lomed, Lz, SEL 75K “extremely irvesponsi-  Odisha, urvey con-  directions to & particl pitralekia charterjes B. Madan
I Maghizadon sursber; 57250 ! hle" statements. At the time  ducted hy the L"nlnn eduu place. Unable to bear lhe tgmail.com. New Delhi
Are iled 3 “I s there were songs of innocence perhaps — zding Russias Viadimir India — that the poor, the peasants, Raju the boat Britain boests two Asian film festivals and [ have,
Fa-l rL” '-h and friends a:p]‘sy 1 B0 BASY 01 its Da. man, mlheswm of the cities, were  gentle reader, atiended both over the yesrs and wit-
E}hond\; songs of experionce [pwume then, that “soft power” means, in its , admirabde and . The villains were the them grow from ic concerns of the

by Lament of the Imr day? sense, culiural influence and spread. ows who imitated the West and wore ties. The o communities to gereral
Cabl Where have thay pons, the girls sud bays Theve jano regretting 1 sal influence of the myth spread to the places where emnnl'mmm'se'ﬂai
bages Who danced in the mansoon rains? af pap musie, domyinantly American till the advent  the o idenified with it h:’znewe my halfBritish children
& KIII Ismed‘wi.l':hemiymemevaeu af the Beatles and the Stones, and the films soft af thise times. know that | worked with a
i’ my [ the world moves on. nnm:tnrm Aam e
gs Tha firtures which Gad disdains® with which [ and of Indizns. But th fsmmnlnd led Aamir Khan, but ha
with and were influenced by, Most of my Indian Today, perhaps Indian soft power is na real idea who he is
— From Dust to Dagstaan, by Bachchoo  contemporaries can still recall the entire lyrices of byﬂesplmdcdlnﬂmmhn‘furrf pretty [dm‘tﬂahﬂ(myh persuasian will win
“Bee you kater tor” o, bess regrestahly, thise h universal and the “Star of India" or other  them over to n:dn;llnumulufmtmﬂm
m}lmanypublkxﬂmsmdwﬂe “gaft Hoh or Joan Baez. regtaurants are peobably owned and run by unless of course one wins 4 prize at Cannes.
. power” for discusaion. 1 think its pres- Then there was the prank we played in o Bangladeshi immigrants. They'd much rather fallow, wil the rest of the
0 00 movles emee is probably to hi a eontrast with r o lectired an chemd Mora . wa've and the idea,  British g:g;ﬂaﬂun. smething on Netflis or
L) what must be called powes", thouy of the hundred and twenty in his class had  true or false, India and Indian culture are 3 Amazon 3

yoga, curry... Can
India’s soft power e

rise like America’s?

Thaven't seen the latter phrase formulated in pr!

down the meaning
of the first phrase, though [am Eairly cestain that its
mmuhaﬂt

“mmh:lcaldnmhn it means the pos-

that can deliver nuclear bombs

nruﬂllmncghlmnﬂmmm say, Gaza, of

all veluctant Palestinians and launch drone attacks
o Ukraine.

It &lsn means economic —ﬂlemmrlnnn
of trade which d ever{dmr
‘boasts about. It's all about wha can,
mmﬂmmanﬂmw]mmmr

States, in a classic example, m]knmL'h-nlne
its minerals il for perhaps —

wnvmmmmmnmmmmg:
the black

foum of spirituality. We are a nation of ancient spir-
mﬂnel'lmn‘l India did Hindu!
] nduism to
e and Buidhiam lsewere

when Prof. Ketkar wrote an equation here, and now
hcexﬂnndskndusmmwtlsnﬂmkitmme mﬂwwmmmslmaﬁl forms,
whole €lass rose, saying: “So =it — it being nat Milosophy, but & scet

shall be dane!”. af nastic practis hnlceege br per]

Mpmﬂ'mmx that's harsh — thers must tharers wl
Does or did possess any comparable soft  adopt yoga as the ultimate salvation for their souls.
mﬂhﬂ!ﬁmﬂuw}ﬂnmp&keﬂupp}\m panﬁumammhu.l'# tov the Indian dias-
American films and pop songs, our own Hindd the age of the Hi a8 ane of the parpe-
fﬂlmheumlutfly ular in most countries of inent's soft power, is lang

the Third World, incl the normetropalitan

satrapies of the Soviet Urion, E.\rensn.m:\ﬂ'estta in smell and selec-
tive part, indicating a cuar to umaderstand the

K films had, throughout the
mﬁﬂw mwumﬂ!mnd;mm;m

Despiite a i e af
and cultural analysts and commentators, [ haven't

mme EVen one eanvine:
the connections, hktnn:fam ‘TG]\}'

hetweenhmﬂmrlsm
‘I‘hmtﬂmhuhtthntﬂ!calmﬂalmjymnl
Britain in the past imposed the English language on
mmmmmmmemm
‘America's minant hard power is dmu,y
respansible for the universal spread of its
myth of “suj
iderman,

lets etr.
Hard cansing Soft* A new book?®
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Debt, despair and death

A young man's chilling confession unravels a spree of murders within his family, leaving Kerala in shock as investigators uncover a complex web of financial troubles and

personal despai

Trigger warning: The following article has refe-
remces to suicide and murder. Please avoid read-
ing if vou feel distressed by the petentially disturb-
ing subjects.

round 6.15 p.m. on February 24, 23

year-old A_R. Affan casually walked in-

to the Venjaramoodu police station on

the outskirts of Kerala’s capital, Thiru-
vananthapuram. Without a hint of distress, he
told the officer manning the front desk, *1 have
come after killing six people at Perumala, Pul-
lampara, and Pangode”

At first, the officer thought the youth could be
of unsoand mind, but what followed would turn
the evening into a blood-curdling revelation that
would haunt the State for days.

Officers promptly took Afan into custody and
grilled him further, only to hear him reel out the
same chilling information. Immediately, a police
teamn was sent to his home at Perumala based on
the details he provided. As the police attempted
tuhn:dk the lock, curious onlookers gathered.

AM. Masarudeen, a retired Sub-inspector who
resides across the street, recalls the macabre
scenes: "We entered the house through the back-
door as we could not open the door of the house.
We were hit by a scene of horror inside the
house. Affan's 13-year-old brother, Ahsan, was by
ing face down, dead in the living room.”

The dreadful discovery didn't end there. Ina
bedroom of the house, the police found Atfan's
S5year-old mother, A. Shemeena, alias Shemi,
alive but severely injured and unable to move.
The police quickly summoned ambulances to
shift both to a nearby hospital.

Gruesome discoveries

As the police team continued their search, the
smell of cooking gas filled the house from an LPG
cylinder that had been left open. The policemen
were quick to close its valve to avoid a fire acci-
dent. While the neighbours claimed there was no
one else in the house, the police dashed upstairs
to stumble upon a grotesque sight — Affan’s 23-
year-old girlfriend Farsana's life body was
found in a sitting position in a chair, her face mu-
tilated beyond recognition. Suggestive of a possi-
ble struggle , Ahsan’s notebooks lay scattered in
the courtyard of the house.

The situation grew more disturbing when the
paolice, following Affan's lead, visited the home of
his uncle, Latheef, located about eight km away.
Inside, they found the 63-year-old retired CRPF
officer dead on a sofa, while his wife, Shahida, 57,
was found lying in a pool of blood in the kitchen.

As if this weren't horrific enough, B8-year-old
Salma Beevi, Affan’s grandmother, was also dis-
covered dead at Pangode around 15 km away. In-
itially thought to be an accidental fall, it soon be-
came clear that she too had fallen victim to
Affan’s killing spree.

The violence was staggering.

Latheef had suffered over 20 blows to the
head, while Shemeena needed 13 stitches on the
back of her skull and had both her cheekbones
fractured. The brutality of the attacks left the en-
tire police team shaken.

Shortly after the confession, Affan admitted to

It is crucial
o instila
sense of
community
and
empathy in
youth to
help prevent
such tragic
events.

G MOHAN ROY
Head of the
Department of
Psychlairy,
Government
Miedical College,
Kodlam

having consumed rat poison before arriving at
the police station. He was immediately hospital-
ised, but the investigation into the murders con-
tinued, though many questions remained
unanswered.

Later, the police recovered a hammer from Af-
fan's house, which they believed was used to
commit the murders. However, there was no evi-
dence suggesting that anyone helped carry out
the killings.

K.5. Sudarsan, District Police Chief (Thiruva-
nanthapuram Rural), who is oversewing the in-
vestigation, feels that the murders might have ta-
ken place over six hours. An officer privy to the
imvestigation feels that the murders might have
begun around 11 a.m. when Ahsan, a ninth-grad-
er, had left for school to appear for an
examination.

Sequence of events

Affan is suspected to have first attacked his mothe
er. After leaving her for dead, he purchased a
hammer, backpack, and rat poison. Around 1
pom, he might have allegedly murdered his
grandmaother after she reportedly refused to part
with her gold necklace to pawn.

He was later found to have pawned his grand-
mother's jewellery for about ¥70,000, part of
which is believed to have been used to repay a
Ipan. Soon after, he is believed to have receved a
call from Latheef, enguiring about Shemeena.
The uncle and his wife would soon become Af-
fan's next victims,

Returning home, Affan found his mother re-
gaining consciousness and, in a viobent fit, pur-
paortedly struck her with the hammer again and
left the house to drink at a bar,

Arpund 3 p.m., Affan learnt that Ahsan had re-
turned from school and found the house gate
Incked. He then called in an autorickshaw driver,
Sreejith, who is known to the family, to take Ahe
=4n to 4 restaurant. He then called Farsana in-
structing her to come to his house. COTV footage
showed Farsana leaving her house at Mookkan-
noor, near Venjaramoodu, at 3.31 p.m., confirm-
ing the sequence of the events that unfolded.

He is then believed to have taken Farsana to
‘his house, where he kills her, shortly before his
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brothers return. Ahsan became his final victim
when he arrived home with his favourite *kuehi-
manthi’ {a popular Yemeni rice and meat dish).
Afterwards, Afan consumed liquor luced with rat
poison, showered to wash away the bloodstains,
and called Sreejith, asking for a ride to the police
station, a police officer, reconstructing the events
on the fateful day, says.

The driver did not find amything amiss in his
behaviour. “He claimed his two-month-old mo-
torcycle had developed a snag and he needed a
spare part from a shop near the police station. 1
suggested a service centre, but he insisted on go-
ing to the shop. He spoke casually and used his
smartphone, conveying a sense of normaley”
Sreejith recalls.

The brutal murders have left the local com-
munity in a state of shock, with those who knew
Affan struggling to comprehend the violence. Ab-
hinav Satheesh, who was Affan's junior at Go-
vernment Higher Secondary School, Koduvae
hannoor, recalls him as an affable fellow. "We
used to travel together to and from the school, Af-
fan was always approachable,” he says.

Suhara Salim, a member of the Vamanapuram
block panchayat, remembers how Affan had
been protective of his younger brother. “My
daughter used to offer classes to Ahsan a few
vears agn. It was Affan who dropped Ahsan at my
house and later picked him up. During our brief
conversation, Affan came across as a genial per-
som,” she says.

Investigators believe that financial distress was
a possible motive for the killings. The family had
struggled for years, reportedly burdened by a
debt of around 165 lakh after a business failure in
Saudi Arabia, where Affan’s father, Abdul Ra-
heemn Hassan Kunju, had worked. A wehicle
upholstery and accessories store, which he used
to run in Rivadh, had run into rough weather fol-
lowing the introduction of Nitagat law (the Saudi
Arabia government policy that sets quotas for hir
ing Saudi nationals in private companies to boost
local employment) and the COVIDMSinduced

turn.

Suhara reminisces Shemeena confiding in her
about the family's fimandial troubles, and they
had even mortgaged their house in the hope of

Sarath Babu George explores the horrific rampage, rooted in distress and strained family dynamics. The sequence of events has left the local community
in Thiruvananthapuram in shock and raised questions about mental health and the breakdown of support

getting back on their feet. “They also hoped to
claim a chit from the Kerala State Financial Enter-
prises, but were unable to provide surety to ob-
tain the money,” she says.

Although the family’s kin have largely support-
ed them over the trying times, their patience
could have worn thin of late. "Affan could have

s family was being gradually
particularly Latheef who is
known to have been an influential figure in Abdul
Raheem's household,™ an investigator suggests,

The accused reportedly told the police that the
family had considered a mass suicide "with no
respite to their despair”. This could have led Af
fam to murder his mother, brother, and Farsana,
even while the reasons behind the attack on Lath.
eef and Shahida remain hazy. He felt his dear
ones would not be able to cope without him.

G. Mohan Roy, Professor and Head of the De-
partment of Psychiatry, Government Medical
College Hospital, Kollam, believes it is a case of
murder-suicide pact, where Affan, possibly acted
as the dominant personality and decided the fate
aof his family members.

PMight of father

For Hassan Kunju, the tragedy is a nightmare.
Separated from his family for seven years, he
watched the funeral of his loved ones on televi-
sion. He was unable to perform the funeral rites
of his dear ones as a travel ban imposed due to
the expiry of his residence permit (igame) held
him back in Saudi Arabia.

Nass Vakkom, a social activist based in Saudi
Arabia, points out that Hassan Kunju's residence
permit expired nearly three vears ago. "He now
faces two options - seek legal assistance from the
Indian embassy or pay the fine for the expired
permit, find a new sponsor, and renew the per-
mit. However, this process will take at least two
weeks, Efforts are being made to expedite his re-
turn home,” he explains.

The Venjaramoodu murders are the latest in a
series of familicides that have shocked Kerala in
recent years. The murders of six persons over 14
years at Koodathayi, near Kozhikode, allegedly
by lacing their food with poison, grabbed hea-
dlines in 2019, The bloody memaories of the Nan-
thancode murders, in which four family mem-
bers were killed eight years ago, still haunt
residents of the State capital.

Dr. Roy, who had evaluated the mental health
of Cadell Jeansen Raja, the acoused in the Nan-
thancode case, flags the gaps in community sup-
port systems as a key factor in such tragedies.

“Kerala is known for its strong network of vo-
luntary workers and social activists working at
stems have
However, a
growing social disconnect is now threatening to
undo these efforts” he feels. He emphasises the
tole of residents’ associations in keeping a watch-
ful eye on neighbourhoods and highlights the im-
portance of teaching social skills to children from
an early age. "It is crucial to instil a sense of com-
munity and l:TJ'Jr.Idth} in }l’JLlIh to help prevent
such tragic events,” he s

(Suiride prevention ht]plmr: DISHA - 1056,
0471-2552056)
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to happen

While the Donald TrumpHled LS. government continues to
deport illegal immigrants to India, those who were sent back
carlier despair at the lack of remunerative job apportunities,

While most have returned o a life of Eirming in Punjab, some say
they will try taking the ‘donkey route’ again, finds Alisha Dutta

Ittdng om a belge velvet sofa in his two-
storey house ot Lopoke village in Pun.
Jab's Amritsar district, Vishal Sharma,
» turns the pages of his passport, trace
Ing the stamps of various countries with his fin-
gers. He looks longingly out of his window at a re-
plica of the Statwe of Liberty in his villige
hordering Pakistan, In 2023, Sharma and 275 othe
ers, who had left home to live the ‘American
dream’, were dvpunﬂl oy II::II.l i

tried to enter the I
thee willage of his bir
his elder brother,

In o statement made in Parlisment on Febru-
ary & this year, 5, Jaishankar, India's External Af-
fnirs Mlnlsu-t
bk 15,756 |l
afber a LS, milisary plane lande
alrport with 104 Ulegal Iu:mlur.ll:u In Inndn:lﬂ:

With a sullen face, Sharma says ever since his
return, he has been erying o make peace with
tha faet that he will no longer be able to work in
the LS. "There are no legal restrictions on my
moverent, but having seen so many people be
ing deported In the past few weeks, there is no
wary 1I'm godng to ever make it through,” he s
According o the WS, Department of Homeland
Security, there were 2.2 lakh Indians living as lle-
wal immigrants in the country in 2022,

The despondence in Sharma's volce is partly
from secing three lights carrying deportees from
the LLS, in India in the past three week:
partly from lknowing that other than the legal
‘dhonbey roaite’, it is unlikely that he can reach the
U5, legally. “1 have to aceept that this Is how my
life will | ming, a shared income with sl
blings, and a life lmited to this village," he says.

Like many around him, Sharma deeamt of a
1 dieveloped country In the West sinee his
early adulthood days. "Initially, it was the fascing-
tien of o foreign lind, then it was earning in daol
lars, anad now it s about respect and the promise
of a better future for me and my family,” he says,
Parents of youth in Punjab urge them on, fearful
that the State's drug problem will reach them.

Hope and reality
Pointing towards the houses in his neighbour-
hood - some sprawling mansions, others with

scina
ol aforekgn
L, then bt
wils earning
T dollars,
and now
ks abwonn
respect and
the promise
ofaheter
furure for

thatched roofs - he says everyone around him
only o move abroad, sometimes through
scholarships to study and sometimes on work vie
sas., Then there is the 'donkey roate” that involves
unregistered o s taking people throwgh diffe
rent countries, landing up at the .S, border,
where they cross over on land,

Being a high school graduate from a govern-
ment schoal with a low score b rationil
English Language Testing System that gauges the
English proficlency of non-native speakers, Shar-
i was sure that his patlway o the U.S, was not
through higher edueation. "Some of my frends
had started working there as drivers and manag:
ers at grocery stores, | too wanted a job like them
and earn as much,” he says,

He began to check with his friends’ agents
about the possibility of moving and the associt-
ed costs, Every friend had a different agent, and

nt had a different route to take him o
border, "Some suggested going throwgh
nama forest, some through liyovers in
multiple countries on tourist visas, some even
promised the direct route via a work i
sy, In 2023, he sold a killa (aboat an acre)
larwl he b inberited to fund his dreams,
aggent first flew him w Thailand on a tow
rist visa. Then over the next few months, he sent
him 1 Vietnam multiple thmes, sgaln on a tourist
wisn, promising that once he was there a work vie
=i for thee U.S. would be granted. "1 spent weeks
in Vietnam, Thailund, and Egypt, walting for a
wiry to reaeh the US., but each time Twould have
to come back to India because the agent could
not get the visa and my tourkst visa would expire
in those countries,” he says.

After multiple such trips, a Dubal-based agent
assured Sharma that he could avoid the ‘donkey
route’ by takdng a private Might from Dubai to Nic
aragua ntral American country, " The private
Hight left on December 22 (in 2023) from mall,
not very popular alrport in Dubal. It was stopped
in France, where it had a layover, From there the
Hight was turned back to Mumbai," he says.

When the Hight landed in Mumb;
realised that the T10 lakh he had spen;
in multiple count ing for a visato the U5,
was for nothing, it stopped taking my
calls. The flight back had Punjabls, Gujaratls, and
Haryarvis. The pelice had stirted investigating it
a8 o human teatficking ease on the order of the
Indian government,” he swys,

Sharma gestures towards a cowshed. He helps
his brother with farming and takes care of buffi

loes, "We spent aver T2 lakh on the buffaloes and
one has broken his leg, Farming has diminishing
returns,” laments Sharma, He adds that no father
wants to get his doiughter marrled o a man who
lives v village with no prospects of golng
abroad, “With my education, 1 can only get a job
thiat will pay 0,000 1o 2,000 {a month) here,
Who will marry me?*

Caught for re-entry

Thils feeling of belng stisck in rural, agricultureal
Punjab sinee being deported 18 common across
homes, Gursharan Singh, Z2, a resident of Meho-
kan village in Amrisar district, was deported in
20023, His brother has been working in Spain as a
farm labourer for eight months now. “In Spain,
b makes TH0,000 a month, Here, we sowed gobi
(caubifiower) thist sold at TS0 per kg, Now, it is be-
g sold at 1150 per kg (in the wholesale market),
yet we are supposed to continue staying here,

content with our

warnings,” he says,
resentiull

Gursharan's
: mother  Rajwant
I my brother comes Kaur, 55, sys,
back home alier “Dollar  kamana

spending over 340 lakh,
ey will we even pay
back the loan?

bhi bhagyva mein
hona chahiyve, war-
na kyu ltne sare

. cluriky g chale gaye
r::::",",',"r;:', village, enir yeh pakela gaya
Admirliar dssar et (T earn in dollars

s 0 matter of desti-
ny; why else would so many successfully enter
the country by taking the donkey route and he be
caught),” Gursharan was caught on the LS. Mex-
ien horder,

After being deported, many have settled back

into life as they knew it Some reattempt entry,
sometimes ending up in deportation camps, A
maonth ago, Balwinder Singh, 55, a resident of Ma-
i village in Amritsar districe, received a call
an unksown number,
Al he could make out from the man who
nt wins that his younger
brother, 45, was In a detention
camp In Texas, U.S, "Sief naam avr location pata
laga; baki kalsa hal, aur ab kya hoga kach pata ne-
Ml laaggen (1 omly o to know the noume and loeation;
1 was not twld how he is and what will happen
now),” says Bulwinder,

Sukhdey, who had been working as a carpen-
ter in Dubai for dose to a decade earning

A replics of th Statue of Liberty in Amritsar, symbalising aspintions in Punjsts to work 1 th LS. SUsHR subMarviim,

50,000 4 month, had been
the LS, for

attempting to go o
few years, His Family did not know

“Ome clay, he told me that be wanted to sell his

porton of the land and buy a can” says Balwin:
der, "Muthe laga Dubal mein bi business karega,
roh maine ek killa zameen bech diva (1 thought he
woulbd start a business in Dubal, so | sold some
part of the lind),” he says, adding that the deal
fetehed him 230 lakh,
Sukhdev, his wife Rajneet Kaur, 12, weenage
sor, and nfant daughter then boarded the Niea-
hound  flight from Dubad, which was
turned back to Mumbal in 2023, He was grief
stricken, but determined to retarn again through
the llegal route, Kaur did not know this, “He nev:
er shared his plans with me. He confides in his ol-
ler brather, so when he left in August 2024, [ did
not know he was going to “Amricca”,"” she says,

Shwe bs worried about the situation her busband
is in, but sitting in her ashestos-roofed home
amid green felds in Manawala, Kaur 15 unable o
understand the ground realities of a detention
camp in Texas. "Ab itna bharcha ho gaya hai toh
Euch kamakar hf\uuﬂs:!_w (Now that ;mumrl\ has

I:Inlw can stay on in the
rm labourer for $300 4
. He does not have o lend

earnings are going down
with every harvest season, How much will he
even make here?”

High prices to pay

Meanwhile, 10 km from Sukhdev's house, Sar-
wan Singh, 26, working on a rented feld in Cho-
gy village, says the youth In India, especially
in l’ulwlh. hawe no option but to go abroad,

"My brother, a 12th pass, tried finding a job,"
he aa;- ] nf; toe his sibling’s highest eduea-
school graduate. “He got a job ina

here he was offered 18,000 a month,
hen tried starting a dairy farming business,
bt it did ot take off. Now with two unmarried
rents, what other option do

: Slys.

Ilklmn:l:nr lelum: Singh, 24, like many in his
village, joined a ‘chain’ of people who helped
each other migrate to the LS. and Canaea, all il
legally. "One friend had been working as an Uber
driver there and ancther in a shopping mall,
They told us that they were making 34 lakh-15
lakh a mont arwan says, standing in his field,
where a Canadian flag is painted on a cement wa-
ter tank,

A he pases o utber his next sentence, a four:
wheeler dips past, blaring Cheema Y and Gur Sid-
hu's song “Trump®, which went viral on social me-
i, Smirking at the Hoes “fattar depution mu rok
sk ma Trusmp (Tru an't stop the sons of the
hopes that his brother is

Teary-eyed, he qul:s at his harvest and says so-
metimes there §s Nooding, sometimes the govern-
ment does not buy the gradn at a rate that will se-
cure farmers a profit. Then there s the
everinereasing rent of lind, makng it difficult for
any smallseale frmer Hke bim w save any mo-
riey, he says,

“The rent for an sere bs 770,000, In addition,
there are other fixed eosts. | hardly get anything
to take back home. 1If my brother comes back al-
ter spending over 840 kakh, how will we even pay
back the loan?™ he says.

He knows his brother could well be on the next
flight out of the L. I time the phone rings
and he sees an unknown number, he is anxious,

alisha, i thelinduw,codn
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The huge burden
of small loans

The last few months have seen a slew of cases in Karnataka where microfinance institutions emploved coercive
methods to recover loans, leading to the passing of an Ordinance to regulate them. Sharath 8. Srivatsa
analyses the multiple factors, induding key policy changes, which brought the situation to such a pass

wenty-five-year-old Madhuri L., moth-
er of a baby barely two months old,
taking shelter under the stairs of a

ee

three MFIs a year ago for a family wedding,
Though they paid some instalments, they could
nost keep up as their incomes dwindled, says

private IJui]d_ing in rhe_ dry winter | Recovery Amulya. )
monith of Jamuary at Tarihal village in Belagavi in agenis, “The recovery agents, accompanied by a do-
north Kamauka became ome of the defining im- wpanied zen women, would come to my house daily and
ages of the plight of those who borrowed from d abuse me. I beg, relying on the small amounts
microfinance institutions (MFIs) and defaulted | DY # dozen shopkeepers offer. When even survival is a daily
on repayment. By extension, it also reflected dis- | Women, battle, repaying the debt became an impossible
tress in rural Karnataka. would come | task” she said.
Madhuri’s father Ganapathi Lohar, 60, a farm- | to my house
er, who had availed a home loan of €5 lakhs from | daily and Absence of credit score
P et of e St st bt e | e, | v s o o e b
nnlt‘apaymi.‘r:\sr}?e la:tl rdnemn:?o-lmhs. ]'E:Lllspe:tutj'le When E‘\-\f..‘l'.l mm::;lend.er ::Il I?::‘:::e ;a:y?:lisnnmr}?:\'e ac-
banking correspondent misused the instalment :;r;"i:ilr';a cess to institutional lending. They do not qualify
amount | had paid,” he said. v c, for institutional loans in the absence of a credit
The Lohars, whose default ran into about ¥2 | repaying the | score or have almost nothing as collateral. A
lakhs, stayed under the stairs until Minister for | debt became | large number of defaults in individual lending
‘Women and Child Dz\feln_'pmem Laxmi Hebbal- | an were in this categary. The rate of delinguency in
kar lntzwed and mm‘ed impassible Ka.matalca_ has u'u:reasgd from 3.6% to 6.8% cur-
Madhuri to an anganwadi task rently. It is also a national phenomenon,” said
and negotiated with the the industry insider.
company for a settlement. ;"‘;‘.::;‘:;g As repayment became a problem and aggres-

“The company has al-

two months to re-
pay. 1 will have to take
another loan from some
private money lender to
repay the old loan," said
the father.

Similar cases of defaul-
ters facing harassment have been reported
across the State since late August Last year. Use of
coercive methods and gross violations of goide-
lines laid down by the Reserve Bank of India have
been reported as defaults have increased. There
are also reports of nearly a dozen borrowers end-
ing their lives unable to repay loan, though there
is no verified data on this.

Post-COVID-19 scenario
Over the past few years, especially post-CO-
VID-19, rural indebtedness increased as income
tell or stagnated, inflation increased and indivi-
duals tried to meet aspirations or emergencies
through loans from MFls. As the lending ine
creased with policy changes, the industry grew at
33 % in 202324 over the previous financial year
in Karnataka and the total outstanding loans in
the microfinance sector involving 28 MFIs go-
verned by RBI has been currently pegged at
150,597 crores in TL1 crores outstanding ac-
counts in Karnataka.

The distress in microfinance lending is not
new in the country, but it was a first in Karnataka
on such a scale that has gained visibility.

Enticement into fresh loans

The problem, according to industry insiders,
blew up as defaults increased over repayment of
multiple loans availed over time. “The industry
lent, overlooking the borrowers' repayment ca-
pacity, enticing them into fresh loans that natu-
rally came at a higher interest rate. They were of-
fered as top-ups,” an industry source pointed

Twenty-fouryear-old Amulya, a transgender
woman from Kalaburagi in the Kalyana Kamata-
ka region, along with her sister-in-law, availed
loans of ¥50,000, 35,000, and 130,000 from

sive recovery agents persisted, several women in
the Haveri district in north Karnataka resorted to
couriering their Mangalasutra to the Chief Minis-
ter, seeking protection from the harassment of
oan recovery agents. “Our husbands have left
home after receiving threatening calls. W‘E are
appeahng to the Chlthhmster to save s, said

native in  her
m|d405, wha led the protest.

Collateral-free loan
The cap on the collateral-free loan amount to an
individual was raised to T3 lakhs in 2002 from the
21.25 lakh cap introduced in 2019, “The REI di-
rective in 2011 capped the loan amount or total
indebtedness of the borrowers to T50,000. In
2002, the RBI increased the limit to ¥3 lakhs. Has
the income grown six times in this period? What
was the wisdom in fixing ¥50,000 then and the
wisdom to enhance the limit to T3 lakhs now?”
asked a leading expert on microfinance.

“In a system that pumps loans to vulnerable

people, regulation should be more stringent.
MFIs have been found to violate RBI norms in
their guest for growth. Here, the REI does not
regulate much on NBFCs, and it has been out-
sourced to selfregulatory organisations MFIN
and Sa-Dhan,” he added.

2-plus-1 scheme

With the enhancement of the borrowing limit, in-
dividual borrowers were enticed through a "2
plus1" scheme by the lending institutions, which
meant an individual having taken an unsecured
loan of 22 lakh received an additional 71 lakh asa
topup. Along with this, a “Micro LAP”, another
product for loans against properties, were of:
fered to these individuals with property docu-
ments as collateral. Micro LAP is a cross sale of
fered to the customer, who is repaying his micro
finance loan regularly.

Many of the small and petty businessmen, es-
pecially the small village-level provision stores or
small seed sellers, availed of this loan, all of
which came beyond their means to repay. This

was, for instance, the case with the Lohar family.
Thuugjl the collateral in the Micro LAP came un-
der the purview of the Securitisation and Recon-
struction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 for default, the norms
hiad not been followed as coercive measures were
deployed to recover the properties,

In other cases, the joint liability groups (JLGs),
comprising women, received unsecured loans,
the success of which depended upon the prompt
paymenl of all the members in the group. If one

the group could get

into defauls.

Delinguency rates among women

Women have been found vulnerable to both en-
ticements to take loans and threats during the re-
covery process. Though delinguency rates
among women are believed to be lower as the
group works on a kind of “social guarantee or a
collateral” for repayment of loan, many of the
JLEs have faltered on payment.

An expert on microfinance borrowings ob-
served, “Women have been found to use the loan
for income generation activities initially, but they
slowly get into purchase of white goods or con-

sumer products.”

Role of guarantees

The Congress government in Karnataka intro-
duced guarantee schemes, espedially two aimed
at women - Gruha Lakshmi which provides
maonthly financial assistance of £2,000 and Shak-
ti which allows women to travel for free across
the State in State-run public transport corpora-
tion buses -- with an aim to give them greater
agency, to be mobile, seek employment or meet
emergency household needs.

Asked if there was an underlying rural distress
despite these interventions, Gowda said, “Earn-
ings do not remain in the hands of the working
class and poor due to inflation. There is stagna-

tion of income, and income in real terms is de-

A mather with her barely twe-manth-cld baby along with her family merbers siting cutside thedr locked house in
Maganur of Belagaw district, which was sealed by a finance company over loan default. SFECIAL ARSBNGEMENT

ILLUSTRATION: SEBASTIAN FRANCIS

clining. There is distress at the lower level of py-
ramid that the Centre i not even acknowledging,
but pandering to only the wealthy."

Role of intermediaries

The role of intermediaries and banking corres-
pondents in creating a crisis sitwation has also
come under the scanner. For example, Yallavea
Bannibag, the founder of the Rani Channamma
Rural Micro Finance Company in Halabhavi vil-
lage in Belagavi taluk, who promoted micro so-
cieties and selfhelp groups of women across Kar-
nataka and Maharashira, is now under
investigation for large-scale financial irregulari-
ties. Bannibag and her team face charges of swin-
dling crores of rupees from over 6,000 women in
Belagavi and surrounding areas.

“Yallavva encouraged women to form SHGs to
start saving small amounts of 50 - MO0 per
week. Then, she would strongly urge them to
take loans from MFIs, saying they should be treat-
ed as JLGs. But once they took the loans, she
would lie to them that she was the mnenned.lary
of a government agency that was offering a 50%
subsidy on their loans. She convineed the groups
not to repay the loans. She also convinced them
tor part with half of their loan amount, telling
them that she would repay the full amount using
the subsidy,” a police official said.

Investigators have traced documents that re-
veal Yallavva had got over 50 MFIs to lend to wo-
men. However, there is no proof of her working
as an intermediary for any of them

Allowing on-lending

According to former General Secretary of All In-
dia Bank Officers Federation Thomas Franoo,
REI, which earlier discouraged on-lending, has
now allowed on-lending by scheduled commer-
cial banks, The RBI has also relaxed the lending
rate, and NBFCs are charging up to 36% or even
muore in addition to the processing charge and
others on which the cap has been removed.

With the crisis assuming a larger proportion,
the State povernment came under pressure to act
against the illegal and inhuman ways of loan re-
covery. After much deliberation and over half a
dozen drafts, the government came up with the
Karnataka Micro Loan and Small Loan (Preven-
tion of Coercive Actions) Ordinance, 2025, o
curb the menace of harsh recovery procedures
adopted by the middlemen.

It brought all microfinance businesses of coop-
erative societies, NGOs, SHGs and trusts besides
private money lenders who are not under the
purview of the REl under the new state
legislation.

These organisations together have been esti-
mated to have lent about T40,000 crores in the
State and have a substantial network in rural
areas. The Ordinance was brought in as the exist-
ing legislations, the Karnataka Pawn Brokers Act,
1961, the Karnataka Prohibition of Charging Exor-
bitant Interest Act, 2004, and the Karnataka Mo-
ney Lenders Act, 1961, were found to be lacking
teeth. After initial reluctance, Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot cleared it and the Ordinance was
promulgated on February 12,

Not strong enough

However, experts believe that the Ordinance is
not strong enough as it exempts the NBFCs, MFIs
and small banks that are registered with the REI
and have a bigger share in the market. Questions
on the ability of the vulnerable borrower to com-
plain against the money lender/organisations,
who most often receive political patronage, have
been raised.

Krishna Byre Gowda, however, argued that
nothing prevents the government from acting
against the coercive measures of any RBI-regis-
tered company too. He pointed that after the Or-
dinance was promulgated, complaints have
come down drastically.

Meanwhile, the MFIs are expected to go slow
on lending during the remaining part of the fi-
nancial year and revisit their credit policy during
the next fiscal.

(With additional inputs by Rishikesh Bahadur
Desai, Kumar Buradikatti, Girish Pattanasherti,
Sathish G.T. and Raghawa M.)
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A rescue worker at the SLBC tunnel in

Looking for workers at
the end of the tunnel

On February 22, a routine workday turned into a nightmare for workers at the Srisailam Left Bank Canal tunnel
in Nagarkurnool district, when a portion of the stucture collapsed in the morming, trapping eight men. An
intense, multi-agency rescue operation is going on to rescue the workers who have no food and water and

+ cannot be contacted. P Laxma Reddy and B. Chandrashekhar report on the difficult operation

Nagarkurnool

he quiet village of Domalapenta in the

Nagarkumool district of Telangana is

generally a pit stop for wildlife enthu-

siasts as it is nestbed in the lush Nalla-
mala forest range, which houses the Amrabad
Tiger Reserve. Devotees also often flock to the vil-
lage to grab a quick meal or snack before heading
to the Srisailam Mallikarjunza Swamy temple lo-
cated nearby, on the right bank of the Krishna
river, in neighbouring Andhra Pradesh.

However, over the last week, there has been
unusually hectic activity in the village. Since Fe-
bruary 22, eight men have remained trapped in-
side the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel,
which is situated, as the name suggests, on the
left bank of the Srisailam dam. They are Manoj
Kumar and Sri Niwas from Uttar Pradesh; Sunny
Singh from Jammu and Kashmir; Gurpreet Singh
from Punjab; and Sandeep Sahu, Jagta Xess, San-
tosh Sahu, and Anju Sahu from Jharkhand.

Rescue teams from the Indian Army, Indian
Navy, Border Roads Organisation (BRO), National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster
Response Fore (SDRF), Singareni Collieries, agen-
cies from the Central and State government, as
well as private agencies have all been working
tirelessly to pull them out. Worried families and
Jjournalists have remained stationed at the spat
too, regularly seeking updates.

Jagta Xess' elder brother, Jitruam, who works
at a private company in Hazaribagh in Jhark-
hand, has been waiting at the site for days. He
was flown in here by the Jharkhand government.
His hope is to somehow see his brother emerge
unscathed from the depths of this tunnel.

“Since 1 am the eldest in a family of three
brothers and sisters, Jagta, who is the youngest,
hardly speaks to me. But he speaks to my wife,
Basanti. Everyone loves him a lot,” says Jitruam.

Then his face falls. “Officials have been saying
the operation will take a lot of time. 1 just keep
praying that all the men come out safely,” he says.

A boom, debris, and gushing water
The SLBC tunnel is part of the Alimineti Madhava
Reddy Project, which was started in 1983 to pro-
vide irrigation facilities in the drought-prone
areas of Nalgonda district and to supply drinking
water to fluoride-affected villages. The agree-
ment te build the SLEC tunnel was made in 2005
when Y.5. Rajasekhara Reddy was Chief Minister.

According to officials of the Irrigation Depart-
ment, until February 22, work on the tunnel had
been completed for 12.93 km from the side of the
Srisailam reservoir and another 20,43 km from
the side of the Dindi reservoir, leaving 9.55 km of
work to be completed. The tunnel is located 400
meters beneath the surface of the hilly region.

0On the morning of February 22, there were 50
workers inside the tunnel, according to Jaipra-
kash Associates, the firm that was given the pro-
ject contract and which is the flagship company
of the Jaypee Group.

Phoolchand Sahu, 26, a worker from Jhark-
hand's Gumla district, says while he was going to
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work that morning, he met some workers who
were returning from might duty. They warned
him and several other workers that water was
seeping into the tunnel. Since seepage incidents
were not uncommon in the tunnel, the workers
cautiously went inside.

“We arrived at the tunnel entrance at around 7
in the morning and entered it using 2 locomotive
as usual,” says Sahu. After an hour and a half,
when the tunnel boring machine was being oper-
aved, Sahu recalls hearing a thundering noise. In
an instant, cement and concrete blocks fell on
the tunnel boring machine and water from the
hole in the roof gushed down. "We saw that a
portion of the tunnel had collapsed, burying the
tunnel boring machine,” he says. “We just ran.”
The tunnel had collapsed 14 km from its mouth.

A senior State government official coordinat-
ing the rescue mission says the incident hap-
pened in phases. “It occurred on a minor scale at
8:22 a.m. and then again at 8:40 a.m.," he says.

Due to the strong water current, Sahu recalls
nearly being swept away in the tunnel. “The
power supply had stopped and the tunnel was
engulfed in darkness. But we just kept running
towards the entrance. Some people held the pi-
pelines and some got onto the conveyor belt. We
then saw the locomaotive, jumped into it, and
came out of the tunnel,” he says.

It was only when Sahu and the others exited
the tunnel and checked the register that they
realised that eight men — two engineers, two
technical staff members, and four workers - who
were closest to the tunnel boring machine were

Diaity wage workers from Sharkhard laok for updates on the rescue operation near Domalapenta village. nacsss cors
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missing and 13 others were injured.

At around 1 p.m., Nagarkurnool Superinten-
dent of Police Vaibhav Gaikwad arrived at the
spot, followed by District Collector Santosh Bada-
wath. Telangana Irrigation Minister N. Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy also rushed to the site from Hydera-
bad by helicopter to take stock of the situation.

That night, at around 10 p.m., the NDRF
launched a rescue operation. Later, other agen-
cies, including the Marine Commando Force of
the Indian Navy and a 12-member team of rat-
hole miners, who were involved in the rescue of
41 workers trapped in the Silkyara tunnel in Utta-
rakhand in 2023, also joined the efforts. Firoz Qu-
reshi, a member of the rat miners” team, says re-
maving the mud is the biggest challenge. “The
situation at the SLEC tunnel is different from the
Uttarkashi tunne] accident. Here, we are dealing
with water and mud instead of rock,” he explains.

The Chairman and Managing Director of Sin-
gareni Collieries, N. Balaram, says the tunnel bor-
ing machine broke into two due to the impact of
the roof collapse, which further complicated res-
cue efforts,

The other workers remain sceptical about the
possibility of the trapped labourers’ survival.
“We don't think they are alive,” says Sahu.

Pulling out all the stops

The rescuers have reached over 13 km inside the
tunnel. However, the water and slush in the next
few hundred metres have prevented them from
getting to the trapped men. Since the day of the
incident, 11 specialised teams from various organ-
isations, induding Jaiprakash Associates, have
been involved in rescue efforts.

Om February 27, a team from the BRO inspect-
ed the tunnel and suggested cutting the rear
parts of the tunnel boring machine. Initially, BRO
experts had suggested using plasma cutters,
which are often used in autometive repair and
restoration, industrial construction, and salvage
and scrapping operations, but the idea was aban-
doned as these are heavy and cannot be easily
transported inside the tunnel.

A teamn from the South Central Railway also ar-
rived with an ultra thermos cutter, which is de-
signed to cut through metals thicker than 8 milli-
metres. They began cutting the dismantled parts
of the tunnel boring machine to shift them out.

The National Geophysical Research Institute
has also joined rescue efforts. A team from the in-
stitute entered the tunnel with a Ground Pene-

ee

The situation at the SLBC tunnel is different
from the Uttarkashi tunnel accident. Here,
we are dealing with water and mud instead
of rock
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trating Radar unit, which is capable of detecting
abjects up to 10 metres deep. Another Ground
Penetrating Radar unit was deployed on the hill-
top for external assessments. Metal cutting ex-
perts have also been brought in.
hile, d ing i have
nearly been completed, with multiple teams us-
ing loco-dumpers to remove accumulated silt
from the tunnel,” says an official. However, no
one has been able to establish contact with the
men, who are trapped without food and water.
Uttamn Kumar Reddy says the teams will finish
their operation within the next two-three days
and work on the tunnel can resume in about two
months. About the chances of survival of the vic-
tims, he simply says, "We remain hopeful until
the operation is complete.”

A rigorous job

Workers who are watching the rescue operations
are angry. Some unskilled daily wage labourers
from Jharkhand allege that they had not been
paid wages for the last three months. Munna Sa-
hu from Gumila district says the workers receive
only W00 per day from their agency, despite the
dangers posed by tunnel excavation work. “The
construction company provides no additional
suppart, such as a commen kitchen facility with
LPG gas,” he says, "“We collect irewood from the
forest to cook our meals.”

Around 800 workers have been hired for this
project. While 300 are from the region, the rest
hail from Jharkhand, Odisha, Punjab, and Uttar
Pradesh, The workers live in tin sheds, about 4
km away from the tunnel entrance, where they
are provided with steel or iron beds, fans, and
power points for charging phones. “We came all
the way from Jharkhand (some 1,400 km away)
because we got only T300 per day for an eight-
hour shift there. But the poor safety measures
here are posing a threat to our lives,” says a work:
er from Gumla district. If there is a health emer-
gency, the workers say they visit the government
health sub-centre at Domalapenta or the primary
health centre at Mannanur, about 100 km away.

Describing their daily routine, Sahu says the
workers usually wake up at 5 in the morning. By 7
.., they are expected to be sitting in the buses
provided by the company, which take them to
the tunnel. “It takes 1215 minutes to reach the
tunnel entrance via a 4-km-long ghat road that
has no boundary rails. We leave our mobile
phones in a storeroom at the entrance before
boarding a locomaotive vehicle into the tunnel ™
he says. The workers are all given helmets.

“While the debris is primarily removed by the
conveyor belt attached o the tunnel boring ma-
chine, we assist in clearing debris from the
ground,” Sahu says. However, the workers voice
concerns over safety. "We are forced to work for
10 hours instead of 8 Moreover, if an accident oc:
curs inside the tunnel, there is no way out,” says
another worker. Workers say they are not sure
whether they want to continue working for the
project once the rescue operation is completed.

‘No human error”

The chief engineer of the project, V. Ajay Kumar,
says there was no human error involved in assess-
ing the safety conditions of the tunnel. However,
the formation of fresh cavities in the roof of the
tunnel could have led to increase in seepage,
leading to the collapse of the reinforced coment
concrete slabs used as revetment, he explains.

“The work agency took all precautions before
resuming work. We arrested the seepage with ce-
ment mixed with specified chemicals for grout-
ing. But the intensity of seepage increased all of a
sudden and a few roof dabs fell on the front por-
tion of the tunnel boring machine before those
deployed there could react and come out to safe-
tw)” he says.

“Thase behind the tunnel boring machine sus-
pected that something was wrong when they
‘heard the noise and ran back tw the mouth of the
tunnel. They shouted to those positioned in front
of the machine but they got no answer. They
didn't wait for them, fearing for their lives)" says
an official coordinating the rescue work.

A retired Chief Engineer of the Irrigation De-
partment, M. Shyam Prasad Reddy, says engi-
neers of the Irrigation Department were happy
when the contract of the tunnel excavation work
was given to Jaiprakash Associates, a company
that was part of the prestigious Sardar Sarovar
Dam project in Gujarat.

Ewven as rescue operations are in full swing,
hope is diminishing. Sandeep Sahoo, 28, was
supposed to return home to Makti Toli village this
month. “We were informed about this tragic inci-
dent on the evening of February 22 by fellow
workers from our village,” says his father, Jithu
Sahoo. “Right now, all we are doing is praying.”

Sandeep’s mother Bursimuni Devi, 50, says
she spoke to him a day before the incident. "He
was very happy and said that he would come
home before Holi. He spoke to me, Arjun (his
younger brother), and Purnima (his younger sis-
ter) that day. He was asking me what to bring
from Telangana. 1 told him to bring whatever he
likes. Forget seeing him, I haven’t even heard his
vaice for a week now,” she says.

Arjun says his brother earns around 215,000 a
muonth. "He is the only earning member of our fa-
mily and we just want him to be safe. My father
‘has gone to bring him back,” he says.

panclilla fxmareddyapthehind.co.in;
charsdrshekarbhalkigthefindu. co.in
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Turning point

In Bihar. the BIP is now clearly the

senior partner in the alliance with JD(L)
T he expansion of the Bihar Council of Mi-

nisters — seven new members, all from

the Bharatiya Janata Party (B]P), have
been inducted — is the clearest public statement
that the party wants to rewrite its terms of en-
gagement with its partner, the Janata Dal (Unit-
wd), or the JDU). The BJP now has 21 of 36 cabi-
net positions, while the JD(UY has 13, including
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. The Hindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular) has one Minister while
the remaining post is an independent. With the
Assembly elections only a few months away, the
BJP has made it clear to the JD{U) that it will now
act as the senior partner of the alliance. The ex-
pansiom was after Mr. Kumar's meeting with BJP
president .. Nadda and just ahead of the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the State, mark-
ing an early beginning of the election campaign
in his characteristic stybe. The Assembly election
in 2020 was a turning point. The [D{U) contested
115 seats but won only 43, while the BJP won 74
out of the 110 seats it contested. The partners
flipped their positions within the allisnee, with
the BJP emerging as the senior partner after play-
ing a supportive role to Mr: Kumar for nearly four
decades. The BIP conceded the Chief Minister’s
post to Mr. Kumar in order to svoid any potential
blowhack from the Extremely Backward Classes
{EBC) which continue to support Mr. Kumar,

At 73, Mr. Kumar is younger to both Prime Mi-
mister Narendra Modi, who is 74, and the Rashtri-
va Janata Dal (RJDY's Lalu Prasad Yadav, who is 76,
the other key figure in Bihar. The JD(U) supremao,
however, is at a vulnerable moment in his career
after having been the Chief Minister for two de-
cades, hopping between the RJD and the BJP for
partnership. The BJP is trying to capitalise on this
and consolidate its dominance. The caste compo-
sition of its Ministers is a clear indicator of the
party's strategy to directly engage with a wide ar-
ray of communities and reduce its dependence
on Mr. Kumar even further. This is in keeping
with a pattern that the BIP has been following ov-
er the years — the party reaches out to newer
electorates by making alliances with parties first
and then gradually expands its own direct con-
tacts with them. The most recent example of this
was in Maharashtra where the BJP replaced the
Shiv Sena as the dominant party. While Mr. Ku-
mar may sense the danger involved in his part-
mership with the BJP, his options are imited. Hav-
ing switched between the BJP and the RID several
times in the past, he only managed to delay, but
not avoid, this moment of utter helplessness,

Truce under fire

All sides must ensure that the war in

Gaza ends permanently
! 5 the first phase of the Israel-Hamas cea-

sefire comes to an end on Saturday, there

are prowing signs that the alresdy fragile
truce is under enormous strain. When the deal
was reached in mid-January, the understanding
was that it would be implemented in three phas-
es. In the first, lsrael was required to reposition
some of its troops, letting displaced Palestinians
move from the south to the north, and release
more than a thousand security prisoners in re-
turm for some 32 hostages. In the second phase,
both sides are required to bring the war to an
end, while the third phase is about the recon-
struction of Gaza. In the first 42 days, both sides
stuck to their commitments despite challenges —
Hamas released 38 hostages and Israel freed hun-
dreds of prisoners. Talks for the second phase
were to begin days earlier — Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu sent a delegation to Cairo only
on Thursday. And, according to the deal, Israel
was to complete the withdrawal of its troops from
the Philadelphi corridor, the 14-kilometre stretch
along southern Gaza's border with Egypt, by Sa-
turday. But on Thursday, an Israeli soldier ruled
out an Israeli pull back from the corridor, casting
doubis on the future of the ceasefire.

‘When Israel launched the war on Gaza, follow-
ing Hamas's October 7, 2023 cross-border attack
in which 1,200 people were killed, Mr. Netanya-
hu’s declared objectives were the dismantling of
Hamas and the release of the hostages. But after
15 months of war, in which nearly 48,000 Palesti-
mians have been killed and more than 1,00,000
wounded, Israel achieved neither of the goals,
which eventually forced Mr. Netanyahu to strike a
deal with Hamas to get the hostages out. For a
permanent end of the war, Israel has to leave Ga-
za. If Mr. Metanyahu withdraws his troops, Ha-
mas will remain in power in the enclave, an out-
come that could lead to the collapse of his
right-religious government. The proposal by Un-
ited States President Donald Trump to “own Ga-
za" and ethnically cleanse the strip's 2.3 million
Palestinians seems to have hardened Israel’s posi-
tion further. But by keeping its troops in Gaza, Is-
rael is not only violating the terms of the ceasefire
but is also stepping into the abyss. Despite its su-
perior forces and unmatchable fre power, lsrael
has failed to destroy Hamas, which, in the words
of lsrael Defense Forces spokesperson Daniel Ha-
gari, is “rooted in the hearts" of Palestinians. Af-
ter the first phase of the ceasefire, Hamas will still
have over 50 hostages. So, if Israel refuses to exit
Gaza and extend the ceasefire, what is awaiting
the enclave is a war of attrition. Instead, the Jew-
ish state should honour its commitments under
the agreement. The U5, rather than make out-
landish statements such as ethnically cleansing
Palestinians, should use its leverage over Israel
and its Arab neighbours to implement the cease-
fire and draw up a plan for post-war Gaza, that in-
chudes its governance and reconstruction.

The necessity of mainstreaming wetland conservation

recently, to monitor the conservation

of wetlands in the State brings the
focus back on this important ecosystem. Since
1971, February 2 is observed every year as "World
‘Wetland Day' to mark the adoption of the Ramsar
Convention, an international treaty for the
conservation of wetlands, which was signed in
the Iranian city of Ramsar. The theme this year
was ‘Protecting Wetlands for Our Common
Future”. It is a theme that has appropriately
positioned wetlands in the sustainable
development perspective, as espoused in the
Brundtland report, 'Our Common Future’, and
published by the UN World C: ission on

he suo motu public interest litigation by
T the Meghalxya High Court very
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Many pressures

‘Wetlands, one of the most biologically productive
ecosystems, provide multiple benefits. Globally,
wetlands cover an area of 12.1 million km?, or
around 6% of the earth surface, providing 40.6%
of global ecosystemn services. However, they are
under severe stress, both qualitatively and
quantitatively, due to various development
activities including population

urhanisation, industrialisation, and mcleasmg
demand for land to cater t various human needs
and elimate change.

Since 1900, as much as 50% of the area under
wetlands has been diverted to accommodate
various other uses, as one of the studies
indicated. Wetland surface area, both coastal and
inland, declined by about 35% between 1970 and
2015, Globally, the rate of loss estimated with the
Wetland Extend Trends (WET) index is (-)0.78% a
year, which is more than three times higher than
the loss rate of natural vegetation as estimated by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations. Around 81% of inland wetland
species population and 36% of coastal and
marine species have declined since 1970 The
extinction risk of wetland species, both plants
and animals, is increasing, globally.

conservation and the management of
wetlands have emerged as a major challenge as
they are linked to other development issues and
can serve in devising nature-based solutions for
water manzgement and the mitigation of climate
change impacts, besides providing blue-green
infrastructures in urban areas. Recognising the
importance of wetlands in the larger
development context, the Ramsar Convention
COPi4 that was held in Wuhan, China and
Geneva, Switzerland from November 5413, 2022,

The
conservation
and the
management of
wetlands have
emerged as a
challenge as
these are linked
o other
development
issues

laid stress on preparation of the fifth Ramsar
Strategic Plan and recognised that the
conservation and management of wetlands
cannot be a stand-alone initiative. It needs to be
contextualised and appropriately linked to other
international environment development
imitiatives.

Accordingly, the COP14 argued that
implementation of the Ramsar Strategic Plan
would be an important contribution towards the
achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, meeting the Global Biodiversity targets,
the United Nations Framework Comvention of
Climate Change. It would also align with the UN
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, and any
relevant work of the Intergovernmental
Sdence-Policy Mlatform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPEES), the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and other global programmes relating to
wetlands. The global changes resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic and greater knowledge shout
the impacts of biodiversity loss and dimate
change since COP13, or the 13th Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar
Comvention on Wetlands (2018), reinforee the
urgency to arrest the loss of wetlands.

The situation in India

India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention. As
of 2023, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has designated 75 Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance) in the
country. These are distributed from the coasts to
Hirnalayan territory, and are diverse in nature.
Even some of the river stretches such as that of
the Upper Ganga river are designated as Ramsar
sites.

However, identification of Ramsar site does not
necessarily contribute to its conservation.
Moreover, the area under Ramsar sites together
cover 1.33 million hectares or around 8% of 15.98
million ha wetlands, presently known and
mapped as reported in the National Wetland
Decadal Change Atlas, 201718 prepared by Space
Applications Centre (SAC), Government of India.
Based on the location, wetlands are dassified as
inland and man-made. By 201718, India had
66.6% of wetlands as natural wetland (43.9% as
inland wetland and 22.7% as coastal wetland).

The area under wetlands is not a static figure.
The general trends indicate areductlun in nalurd]

According to an estimate by the Wetlands
International South-Asia (WISAY, nearly 30% of
the natural wetlands in India have been lost in the
last four decades due to urbanisation,
infrastructure building, agricultural expansion
and pollution. The loss is more in urban areas,
especially around major urban centres. It is
reported that from 1970 to 2004, Mumbai lost 71%
of its wetlands.

Another study has shown that wetlands in east
Kolkata have shrunk by 36% in 30 years from 1991
to 2021, A recent WWF study has indicated that
Chennai has lost 85% of its wetlands. There have
been several studies indicating the loss of
ecosystemn services due to the degradation of
wetlands around the world. One such study, of
Cali city in Colombia, has brought out that the
estimated loss of total ecosystem services due to
loss of urban wetlands is $76.827 a hectare ina
year. In the peri-urban area the loss is estimated
at §30,354 a ha a year.

The bigger dimension

At present, most wetland management initiatives
in India address the ecological and
environmental aspects of the wetland ecosystem.
The studies are also limited to some of the major
wetlands. At the global level, apart from wetland
biodiversity, there is stress on wetland
distribution and a characterisation of wetland
and human impacts to evaluate and prioritise
wetlands for conservation.

Given the varied ecosystem services and values
that they offer to society, wetlands form an
integral part of ecological, economic and social
security. It is important to recognise this larger
dimension and investigate the physical, social
and economic factors, including alterations, in
land use within the catchment area, the drivers
which have led to modifications in wetland
surroundings, and the ex-situ pressure
contributing to wetland degradation and the
governance structure.

Wetlands act as a source as well as sink of
carbon. Therefore, their role in climate change
mitigation has to be carefully evaluated and
monitored, something which is hardly attempeed
now. Maore effective and comprehensive
management strategies are required in response
toy escalating stress from various climatic and
anthropogenic factors. The present approach is
msufﬁl:lent to address all these issues. Wetland

wetlands and an increase in
across the country. The SAC study shuwed that
natural wetlands along the coast are declining
even in a short span of 2006-07 to 2007-18.

WArTants an innovative
Enos_',mmtlased approach and it should be
mainstreamed within the development plan, as
advocated during the Ramsar COPI4.

The steps that will shape India’s AI ambition

developers find themselves racing against

time to outhid Chinese rivals for major
Artificial Intelligence (Al-driven projects with
international clients. Despite being part of a
skilled workforoe, deals often slip away due to
capabilities Indian firms struggle to match. This is
not just a single developer’s dilemma. It is a
glimpse into India's crossroads.

Faced with a three-way race to catch up with
Silicon Valley while being chased by China and
South East Asia, India is being subject to rigorous
competition. But, if it wants to prevail at the
forefront of the Al race, India must recognise that
the challenge lies not in whether businesses
prefer a local or foreign Al platform but in
whether market regulations will inadvertently

stifle India’s momentum.

l n the heart of Bengaluru, software

The issues in India
Export competitiveness hinges on the nationwide
deployment of productivity-enhancing
technologies. Indian services and consultancies
must incorporate Al technologies to maintain
their lead position in the global market. But
concerns remain over the massive loss of routine
jobs, discriminatory algorithmic decision-making,
and the negative risks of human impersonation.
In particular, “deepfakes” undermine trust by
spreading misinformation, and destabilise
political processes eroding credibility rapidly.

Al ad.opunn issues such as misinformation and
inte Liahility are at the forefront of the Al
discussion in India, as digital platforms have
become primary conduits for information
dissemination. The general opinion among
startups in India is that intermediaries — usually
foreign tech giants — often set the rules of
engagement, making it challenging for local
Startups to compete.

Tension has increased since, with recent
Indian app developers filing a complaint against
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IF it wants o
lead in the Al
race, India must
recognise that
the challenge
lies in whether

business practices. Regulating Al will interfere
with technological adaptation, which will have
undesirable consequences on India’s relative
competitiveness.

India has already localised a significant portion
of the Al value chain, and additional Al-related
compliance costs may hamper India’s ability to
outpace commercial rivals such as China and the
United States, which have decided to leave Al
unregulated.

igating the global Al race
India's position as the world’s IT powerhouse
gives it a unigue advantage in the Al era.
Attempts to povern and regulate Al ocour as
industrialised nations compete globally for
industrial leadership. The European Union (ELT}
opted for strict regulation to address risks and
societal impacts. In contrast, the U5, maintains a
maore hands-off stance, prioritising innovation.
India finds itself in a delicate balancing act
between these two paths. But the sooner
misconceptions about quickly outdated market
rules addressing a limited set of hypothetical risks
are set aside, the better India can focus on
outpacing commercial rivals such as China and
the IS,

There are very good reasons why the EU has
chosen to legislate through binding laws, mainly
due to its unique structural deficiencies. The EU
lacks a supranatiomal constitution that safeguards
human rights and protects citizens against
Albased surveillance or policing by its
member-states. Therefore, unlike India, the EL
must enact binding rules to pre-empt Al laws by
national governments that will otherwise
Fragment its single market.

Additionally, the costs of regulatory failure are
too high if India’s exporting capabilities are at
stake, particularly given Chinese dominance in
hardware and cloud technologies. India has
previoushy taken inspiration from EU or LS. laws.

impede Al development in India may allow
businesses to repatriate from India and relocate
IT development and software research and
development to other countries with more
Al-friendly rules. In other words, Indian IT
services and consultancies held back by AL
regulations run the risk of losing their hold of the
global market.

Instead, the Indian government can use its
diplomatic influence to ensure that open-source
models remain open, accessible, and
commercially viable, paired with international
strategic partnerships for energy security,
computing resources, and international

standardisation.

A case for regulatory clarity
Building on the expected strong adoption of AT,
public officials have a responsibility to listen to
political and social concerns. While India is not
explicitly pursuing ex-ante product regulation on
Al akin to that in Europe (or previously planned
in California), various agencies have launched
conflicting policies, resulting in a minor power
struggle that resulted in a fragmented policy
landscape.

Lessons learnt from the EU and the U5, point
to the need to strengthen and future-proof
existing laws rather than produce new ones.
Current transitional guidelines have shown a
feasible pathway to avoiding overlapping liability
or regulatory blindspots by re-interpreting
existing legislation. India has a comprehensive
framework for antitruss, corporate liability, free
speech, and public crder that covers Al
development and use cases. India may not need
Alspecific rules legislation such as the IT Act.

India must choose its own path according to its
national interests. The challenge lies not in
whether businesses prefer a local or foreign Al
platform but in encouraging rapid adoption and
supporting open-source and other alternatives

Google before the Competition Commission of nwrklet_ . However, it must follow its own paths and pursue accessible for fine-tuning and transferring

India. But, putting regulatory and administrative m_ﬁ"-'-“““m' will its national interests based on its service: learning in its IT industry.

pressure on those companies will not necessarily stifle its industrial profile.

resobve the core problem of monopolistic MOMENum Introducing regulatory attemnpts that can The viewss expressed are personal
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Delimitation and the Seuth | distribution of central over policies affecting them. | Indian languages arefar too | of its cultural enrichment. technological advances saw

The issue of delimitation in
India appears to have upsat
leaders of the southern
States, with good reason. To
begin with, the South Indian
States contribute
significantly to India's
economy, with higher per
capita income and better
human development
indicatars, If despite this
they end up having less
representation in
Parliament, it could add to
concerns about an unfair

resources. If political power
shifts more toward the
Hindi-speaking States, the
fear of marginalisation may
increase. This could deepen
regional tensions. But there
are possible solutions,
Instead of focusing on
population alone,
representation could be
linked to economic and
social development
indicators. There could also
be steps to ensure that
States have more control

TUE LINTM T

Finally, there could be an
increase in Rajya Sabha
szats for the South Indian
States to balance the seat
losses in the Lok Sabha.
M Sabir Hussain,

Arrah, Bibar

The last word

The debate on the nation's
languages has been revived
and may appear both
opportune and cynical to
many, and a need of the
times to others. Many

older than even global
tongues. India has had its
share of civilisational
onslaughts with many alien

States south of the
Vindhyas, zeakously
linguistic, resisted Sanskrit.
The anti-Hindi agitations

tongues but was able to are of recent memory.
tackle them by assimilation However, the compulsions
or assertion, to the benefit of madern-day

Coavections & tllrﬁlli.u

The Fi i [ nck

page, February 28, 2025

binding on the govermement, 23 mentianed i a et repert, “Centre
swck: b reduce the share of States in federal tax revenues* [Business

Wi nadors’ Exbtnr's office can b costactind by Tobaphzr
il ¥

many States embrace
English to manage their
technical interface, Great
civilisations have thrived on
diversity and vanished on
inward-locking, isolationist
credos or a false sense of
superiority, be it in race,
religion, language or any
other.

R. Marayanan,

Mawi Mumbai

Letters emailed to
letters@pthehindu.co.in

st carry the postal address.
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Call for polls

louder in Dhaka

As fractures show in the grouping that ousted
Sheikh Hasina, impatience over the caretaker
government's poor performance is growing
angladesh army chief General Waker-uz-Zaman
this week called for holding elections within the
year, a demand that came against the backd rop
of emerging fractures in the grouping of political
and student forces that came together to oust Sheikh
Hasina in last year's popular uprising, Zaman's call has
now been echoed by former premier Khaleda Zia,
whose Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) supported
the uprising. The BNP urged the interim government in
Dhaka to organise polls after rolling out the minimum
necessary reforms, Other sendor leaders of the BNP have
been more critical of the caretaker administration led
by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus while demanding
elections, with some airing their suspicions about the

impartiality of the interim government.

Meamwhile, leaders of the Anti-discrimination
Student Movement that spearheaded the uprising
against Hasina have decided to forma new political
party called the Jattya Nagorik Party (JNP), claiming
that the ideclogics of existing political parties do not
reflect the will of the people, Th formation of a party by
the students has been in the pipeline for some months
and seems set to challenge the dominance of
Bangladeshi politics by the BNP and Hasina’s Awami
League, It remains to be seen what sort of relationship
the JNP will have with Bangladesh's smaller political
parties, such as the Jamaat-c-Islami, Jatiya Party and
Iskami Oflckyo Jot, which have traditionally backed
either the BNP or the Awami League when they were in
power. However, the close links between some elements
of the student leadership and the Jamaat-e-Islami,
traditionally perceived as an anti-India force, has not

gone unnoticed in New Delhi.

While the Avami League has not been banned yet by
the caretaker administration —and the country’s
election watchdog has not so far ruled out its
participation in a popular election — it has been greatly
weakened by lastyear's ban on its powerful student
wing, the Bangladesh Chhatra League, and the fact that
the narrative in Bangladesh's streets and textbooks is
systematically erasing the party’s role as wiell as that of
its founding leader Sheikh Mujibur Rehman in the
country's freedom movement and initial years asan
independent nation, International observers have also
questioned a push by sections of the student leadership
for & ban on the Awami League given such action does
not augur well for Bangladesh’s democratic credentials.

While Yunus is highly regardesd, the interim
government has little to show so far when it comes o
the handling of Bangladesh's economic problems or the
restoration of complete normalcy following the chaos
and instbility that accompanied lnst year's uprising,
When Zaman called for the holding of elections, he
made it clear how much the political setup is beholden
torthe military for the maintenance of law and order.

In this comtext, Zaman's call for Bangladesh's political
forces to end their squabbling was especially striking, as
were his comments denouncing political attncks on the
armed foroes, His public comments emphasised the
need for the interim government to come up witha firm
timeline for hokding elections, instend of linking the
polls to the completion of political and other reforms, a

process that can drag on interminably,
Inelia will nesed] to keep a close watch on

developments in Bangladesh and safeguard its
refationship with its Eastern nelghbour in a party-
agnostic manner— all the more important against the
backdrop of China reportedly hosting a delegation of
representatives of the student movement, political

parties and think-tanks from Dhaka.

| ANOTHER DAY |
Namita Bhandare

gets

| THIRD EYE |
Barkha Duttl

The death knell for
myth of American
exceptionalism

HT
OPINION

MARCH 01, 2025

With Donald Trump in the
White House, America is in
free fall. But the myth of its
deeper democracy, freer
press, immunity from
oligarchic control has

been thoroughly exposed

anve you lost count of the number
of times your jaw has dropped in
the last Fow days thanla 1o Donald
Trump? | know | have.
It doesn’t matter if you are a
fan or & critic of the US president.
For a moment. let's set aside the oft-discussed
erisls of lHberal polltics globally or wiy Righi
wing populism has risen o Uhe back of tone-
deeal elitism,

Wihiset Is eviddernt Froim Trum s last Tew woeks
i office s this: The niyth of Ameriean excep:
tonallsm s done wnd dusted.

The Eneyclopedia Britannlca dellnes Amerd-
can exceptional lsm as the “idea thatthe US s a
unigue and even morally superior country for
historical, ideological or religous rexsons”.

W have seen this manifeststbon of supercili-
o superiority Ineverything, from (-thoughi-
through miliry interventlons, regime-change
plots, and cven ponderous op-eds. T hL wurn
ol trope ol a “values-based orde
mon-siop during the Russia-LUk
poke at India’s cautious navigation. Righ |rr
uiitil the unimaginable happened! The Amen-
cang voted with Russia, and India abstained ot
a United Nations vote,

Trump's upending of policy, both foreign
and domestic, i, by turns, wildly entertaining
and often unstable and dangerous

But there is a conclusive busting of the myth
that American values, American democracy,
American media, or American oligarchy are
somehow instiationally freer. healthier, or
decper than rlhrr‘qmrlsnl the world

1 might giggle. if not altogether guffaw, the
s American think-tank does o con-
ding clipstick test of Indian democracy.
Or if another report is published by the US
adminkstration on the state of human rights in
Indin,

You don't gel to lecture India on haman
rightsifyou feel the ned 1o chaln and shackle
(Mgl Indian immigrams on a 40-hour journey
home and then videagraph the thick metal
nestradits to sel the images to music.

Youdon't get 1o wring your hands about the
teais between medin and business emplres in
India after the long line of corpomie titans at
ihe Trump inaugurtion. Heck, one of them,
Tesla and X owner Elon Musk, seems 1o be
pretty much ranning the US government ot the
i But ot beast Musk bt on Trump
Isefore it was certain that he would win. Per-
Iuaps Uhee st aucdseclous b
of Mark Zuckerberg of Meta
casentially reversed years of policy (on fact-
checking, politics et al) to cozy up 1o the new
Washington clite.

O, binkoe: what's happening ot the Wieshirgron
Post, the once-venerated newspaper, where |
have written a colurmn for several years. The
paper. which hiss boen lurching from one crisis
1o another and has seen a series of abrupl
changes in s e I leadership, has been
thrown Into uncertalnty after its owner, Ama-
zon's Jelf Bezos, declared a confusing shift in
direction. [1s opinion pages edivor, David Ship-
ley, quit in protest

This Is not scheadenfroude, but asa columnist
‘who has, in recent years, struggled and battied
o explain her perspective as an Indian fo an

Building India through

science and

s India sets its sights on becoming a
dhoveloped country by the W00t anniver-
sary of Independence in 2047, concrele
gonls mre being defised for o sec
e will play a pivatal role in attaining
vol reaping the demographic dividend,
i the gender divide, enatling longer
SRR, CNSUng oo

1ol exitible progress, thvely b,
elfectively and nclusively adapting 1o Tt gowernment should
the cimate crisis sed incroasing India's prioritise those sorious scl-
oonbributiotes bo the world, Indian sci- entille problems thst hold

ence must evolve from isolved slands

scientists

lart oy Ensculonte n sclentific temper in our young
minls. Investments in evidenc ednformed solu-
tione will sastainably increase when opinkon in
social dlscourse storts mniching sclemtific opinion
o peertinent issues, Mis- and disinformmation, and
iheir amplification in social media, are relatively
e challenges. Bul thise com becorme an obstace
o progress, I not effec-

back progress for which

{ paticy, both forei 1

Trum
aften |||1||lnhk‘|nd mwu.

insular, orien talist, western gase ot the other
end, there is someihing ironje aboul this
moment, Shipley, (o my mind, presided over
the wreckage of the paper's op-ed pages, (il
even he conild ke 18 hio more.
Bt Beros's diktat on how the paper s o
Follow thee mietio of Tree markets and personal
Wberty'. announced publicly on X | presumably
For Musk and Trump's approval), smashes the
lusion of a wall between promoter and cditor,
A 1o this the White House replacing estab
lished journalists with soctal medsa inlluencers
partial o thelr side at press conferences, and
thie kmockout pumnch s dealt so media freedom.
'IhL overweening power of oligarchs. the
10 @ free press, and the lack of
e 10 Uhie RSt we report o
— these are all serious issues. To be sure, we in
Indin, ke everywhene clse in the world, wrestle
with therm —aften imperfectly, But surdy the
next Bme a US newspaper edinorial laments the
dying lights of India's media, we might point
the finger back in the direction it came from,
This woek in America has been capped with

oteans. could be some of the big challenges
thrown open lor our sclentific institutions o
tackle in consortium maode.

Through more effective direct [nstiutional

b, b, by v s, wllidly entertainng and
AT

the retum of the Tate brothers fo the US from
Romania Andrew and Tristan Tate have been
wccusied of rope and sexual trafTicking charges,

A cursory search online will ga ke you to the
hotrilic statements by Andrew Tate, incliding
hiis decluaration that all women are sex workers
i wanmen whao bear the responsibility for sex-
ual assule. His videos are gros, violent aind
nanseating. The brothers are avid fans of
Trump, and the Financiol Thnes reporied that
thie Us administration spake to Romanian ofll
clals bo let them come home, Even the Amert-
can far right s apoplectic, with Florida gover-
nor Ron fxrs’anm. a Republican, saying they
were nol welcome.,

Amiericn i in reefall. Maybe Trump's polit-
cal formuames will soar, Bt American exceplion-
alism — which | would argue never really
eaistiod — has been wel and truly exposed for
its shambolic claims,

Barkha D is o awird-winning
Joau il anrthor,
The wiews expressed are personel

woemen and porsisting imbulances Deesdes of evi-
dence cleatly show that women in |osdership
positions enhance team and organisational effec-
tiveness, cohesion, and falmess; reduce stereo-

grants, g Tt honikd prioeitise
cutting-odge basic science in areas that will
become foundational for bullding scienoe bused
solutions, Translational rescarch for bridging
basie sciemce with proven appications, comer-
clalisation, and broadening te bise ol rescarch
cn e foclled through parncrships, In Indéa, we
T o sl bt growdin g movennent of corporabes
and high net worth Individuals serving comme-
nity needs by investing in scientific institutions,
ht:lumwll\udm e Tk jgrop over 0 years.

-Mlgu\uua phillanthiropy, aid CSR
that Is complementary (o govern-
et fumding augurs wel for widen-
Ing the sodetal relevunce of schence.
The government shouhd contime o

of excelence in a few acadernic institg- l{]..l'l BL[( solutions do not exist, or Soumya encourage private investments in
thons o widespresd adoption of the |a- whiere market fallures or Gy aminathan sclenioe, for examiphe, by incentivis-
et bechnoboges and scientific nethods (:h‘ :) hiigh riskes and uncertadnty g through tax breaks, viabiliny-gap
o sobve societal challenges, This will do ot allow for private Funehing, aned concreie parinershig-
el brogid-based Investments insd- Investment. Many recent hased readmaps.

enee (from primary  education
onmwards), inconthves and rewards lor impactful
research (different from purcly academic achieve
ments ), partmerships (with NGOs and the private
soctor ), and Increased participasion of uinder-nep-
resented sections of society. parseularly women
Continwously and signilicantly expanding
irvestmeris in sclenoe are parmmount for achiey-
ing India’s vislon. Tracitionally, investments in
sl sdence necessarily come rom government
action on policy, implementation, and financing

misshons such as o3, National Quan-

tuirm Mission. and Deep Oocan Mission have iried
10 focus researchers’ attention on solving such
profbiens, In an insgplring move, the 2025 Union
Budget has more than doubled the allocation for
science and technology inititives.
Public goods in agriculune, eavironment,
Iethy, edhication, and Enance make a compelling
case for investment. In these areas, the entine
process from discovery to development of the
product, Followed by implementation research

Thetse aspects areollen d i [poditi-
ool dscourse. which, in i, lsshaped hvpmpl("s

trust in, and perceptions of, science and scientists
o tackle important challenges,

Diusrimg and after the Covid pandemic. people's
trust in scientlsts grew. Given the prevalent infi-
demic of fale pews and hall-baked knowledge
that pervides social media, it s even mone mpar-

e pasched in ny trunk was a sarf io beworn
by students over the age of 13 on formal
ocasions, And so, the practical ‘drip-Ory”

i T scaling miist core from the gov-
ernment. Across Indlan sclentific laboraiories, |
am sure there are many examples of promising
discoveries that are sitting on shelves, due to
lack of oppor tumities and incentives bo ke them
Tarwordl, Thichching risks Hiae adr poBiution, lod amd
amenic peisoning wasie monagement and plassc

polliitian, especially in oir witer bodies and

gown for Lady Gaga —
wear Uve sarl as an everyday g
one there's the question of expe

fewe Im urban India
ent. For

Indian women have been global achievers in
marry felds, The tragic death of her newborn
infant motivated Ananditai Joshi o owroome
numerous barrbers and study medicine at the
Whmen's Callege of Penrsyhvania. She became the
First I wornan physician in 586, Though she

s ar islon malking,

Scienoe and heallh instiutional cotstcts in
Imnillis will require systemewide and combined
miasures tosohe deepinequities. A roproesenta-
e share of women should be nade mandatory in
decislon-making bodies related to strategy,
resource allocation, alent management, and
et proggression mcross ong nisatlons n the so-
enoe sector, Institutional mechanksms must be s
up and operated for mentoring and coaching
woten across the hierarchy. Fermale role models
can pashtively Influence the preference of adiles-
cerits and young woimen lowards STEM while
breaking gender sterectypes. Measure such as
crechesydaycn services, maternity beave, breast-
feeding rooms, Dexible timings, and work from
T options must be wiiformly inplemented —
this will cho anlot b retaln wormen nthe worklorce,
Tewwill be equally oritical totake affirmative action
that truly reflects the diversity of India by consid-
ering women not as o monelithic block but as
straddling soclo-tem ographic segments such &
marginalsed communities, tribes, and deprived
Enoomme groups nmdnu#dmrtkaxwd

it of diverse

The world recognises the Imdﬂmlp&ﬂmn-
strated by Indian science In serving soclety in
domains such as agricubure lnrl food -u'llllr

e YT i, D Joshi
has irsplred geners \rk\mu{mmlm docton and
miedical researchers in India

Despite many such illustrative cases, women
are growsly under-represeatid in Scienee, Tech-
ndogy, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in
India. A recent study of Indlan STEM academ ic
Inetitu tes found that only 16.6% of the facubty wene
wornen, while the median for the top eight i
turies o per Uhe National Instiiutional Resarch
Framework was o paltry 1%, Alarmingly. only
26.2% of these women were in the senlor career
hand, palating to a very narrow pyramicd for

{ EDITOR'S PICK ]

a s

befenoe
s, dlaalmiﬁ pharmsceiticals, and Inimm-
thon technology. In the 76th year of the Indian
Republic, we tale lnvlralinn from these sue-
oo, But we cnn tackle ernerging ol threats
o headth and developsment only by Gecremsing
public investment In sckence, crenting global pub-
lie goods and inculenting a scientific iemper in the
population,

Sotrmn Sunminiathar i chriperao,
MS Swarraatim Resoarch Fomdation.
The views expressod are permsnal

HT's editors offer a ook racommendation every Saterday, which provides history,

Our continuing love
affair with the sari

cannottell you a sur siory, of 10, Some
will recall a purchase froma first sal-
ary, ot hers will remem bes
i, and almost all will tell you
wore at their wedding.
Across gencratlons, regions, rellgions,
and socio-cconomic status, this unstieched
garment has endured for 5000 years
tronigh hamdlaorm and polyestes. hatid-em-
broddered to mass produced, nine-yards to
pre-stitched, paddy field 1o Met Gala, In a

I oot know of wny Indian woran who

country where we speak in many tongues
amd the mposition of ane can be fmctious,
the single unifying dress of Indéan women |s
the sarl.

My first wis & navy blue with what was
then a fashionable polla dot blouse, | was
being uprooted from a fadrly anglicted edu-
cathon in Mumbal to study in the far more
nationalist-leaning  boarding  school
Fouincled by Gayatri Devi o educate s gener-
wthom of Enclependent women stecped in the
culture of India. Among the Hst of clathes o

carme along with me, And although my siing
b thie sehool lasted For only o year, my love
for the sari continues.

The tithe of Makvika Singh's Sants of M-
ory: Fragaents of My Life, immediately res-
onated, For those of us who wear sirls on
occasion, each one tells a story. And
through the saris she his acquired over five
decades, Singh tells hers with aplomb,

Thiz ook |5 an Impartant reposibory or,
1o use Singch's word. bhandoar, that tells the
story of Inclia and the non-stop |ove alfair of
s women with the garf. There are regional
variations from the te-and-dye of Kusch to
thee gara embirol deries of the Mumbai Parsis
with styles of tying from the Maharashtrian
mime-vard litehed be tween the legs for reer
mobility to the honshold keys clanging
from the endsof o Bengall tangail,

‘While the sari has made i1s debut in the
miiseiimms of he world — London's Design
Museum featared 90 in 2023, including a
copy of Tarun Tahillani’s foll jersey sard-

requlres a Mowse, peitboont, the sll.lslungur
afal.

And, yet it endures. Partly it ks, as Singh
remiinds us, becaise of the women — and
meen — who have nurtured. travelled. cata-
logued, reproduced, patronised and, most
important, reinvented it From Pupul Jay-
akar 1o Martand Singh. from Lails Tyabii to
Rakesh Thakore

But partly, it's also because the sani s
constantly reimventing itself to remain rele
vant, from the colbege student who pairs i
with sneakers to Uve badl ands of Bunclelk-
tand where mem bers of the Gulsabi Gang
armied with lnathis dispense gender justice
dressed in rani pink saris. "Our greatest
srength i= when we are united.” gang
Tounder Sampat Devi Pal told the Fimanclal
Thmes in 200, “We always attract attention,
because we all wear pink saris,”

Namita Bhandere writes on ge nder.
T vitws exprrend arr prrsomal

context,and helps understand recent news events

THE DESIRED AND THE DESPISED

Dol Truirvoge's tialk off o Gobel Cawd for acoeheratod it
el b trowsblingg coen et 1o Tis adminkstration’s
trantmentof i Imemigrants wheo fled  Cof
flict, snd natural disasser, inthe seurchola better e
Agalist this backdrop, we recormimend Colurmbla
Unbversity b istorkan Mae T, Ngal's 204 ook, frepos-
aitifie Saibfeces, this woek. The book s a detalled ansly-
sis of the forme tion and implomentation of US immi
grationand diizenship kegislation. itsimpacton the
constitution of the citizenry and how some groups
emie to dormilnate the imagination of an “egal” or
“alien™in the country and how some groups seemed
to be ais desirabie prospects for citienshipand resi-
dency, it lays bare the policies’ early listory of racial
enoe and how the contradictions comained in
later fterations worsenied the probdem. Italso under-
lines the seminal contribution of the despised and
| ke i the LS i

thi ecomomy that seemsattretive oo potential Gold
Card holder.

Mae T Mgal
Year: 2004
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Changes to Waqf Bill proposed by JPC, now cleared by Cabinet

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 28

TH E LINICRM Cabinet on Thursday cleared ali

Extended time-frame
The: 202»1_Bill roquined every w.n{a_nd the

En ;cr;ltra] portal and dat:hasu. within six
manths of the law's commencement. Any
i h

Wagf{
Blll. 2024 proposed by the ]nmt
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) last month,
It is likely to be tabled in the Parliament in
thee second half of the Budget session, which
starts on March 10,

be flagged to the District Collector whowould
then “make such inguiry as he deems fit* and
submit a report to the state government.,
The |PC accepted an amendment pro-
posed by [ L) MP Dileshwar Kamait, relax-

The Bill was introduced in ing the timeline for register-
August last year to amend the ingawaqf property, in certain
Wanf Act of 1995 which governs cases, provided the mutawalli
the management of wagf prop- LAW provides “sufficient cause for
erties inIndia, [t pre naot filing the details of the
g 7 wanf on the portal®,
m[hL‘uuul and The Bill thus gives the Wagf

Amidst criticism from the Opposition, the
Bill had been referred to a JPC. On January 27,
the Committee headed by BJPF MP

vika Pal cleared 14

Tribunal the power to extend the timeline in
select cases. However, given that the ciroum-
stances which can be considered “sufficient”,
and the period of extension are not specfied,
the ill have toexercise its discretion,

proposed by the BJP and its allies, while re-
Jecting 44 amendments proposed by the
[& rtion, Th ol leared by the

JPC, and now the Union Cabinet, address
some of the maore contentious parts of the Bill,

The JPC also accepted another conse-
gquent amendment by BJP MP Dr Radha

iister on the portal within six months.

Role of District Collector

The 2024 Bill gave the District Collector
ithe powvers that were previously with the
‘Wagf Tribunal.

The Bill stated that "any government
property identified or declared as wagf
property, before or after the commence-
ment of the Act, shall not be deemed to be
awagf property.” This determination, how-
ever, was to be made by the collector, not

The so-called “designated officer” will be
responsible for making necessary changes
to the revenue records, if a property is
deemed to be a government property and
not a Wagf property.

Representation on Waqf Boards

The 2024 Bill proposed allowing a non-
Muslim Chief Executive Officer, and at least
‘two non-KMuslim members to be appointed
oy thee state government to the wacf boards
atthe state level,

the Wagf Tribunal. Thu IrC acl:eptcd BIF MP Abhijic
“The Bill also that until the g to this provi-
ment makes a diecision, the di sion, which that the

will be treated as a Government property and
mot wagf property,

From the state povernment taking over
the functioning of a Wagf Tribunal and judg-
i a5e apa toa prima fir

afficial who is part of the Wagf Board shaJI
be a Joint Secretary-level officer “dealing
with Wagf matters”.

Anather amendment acoepted by the JPC
was by BJP Rajya Sabha MP Gulam Ali who

A protest against the Wagl {Amendment) Bill in Kolkata Last year . Partha Pad

Juin FREE Telegram Channed htips
cepdings can be filed by wanfs if they are not
mglslcn:d umder the central pnrul

Mohan Das Agarwal, The 2024 Bill
six months after the proposed law's com-
mencement, o suit, appeals or legal pro-

Jein FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.comichannel 029V an2 VRBSRGIOK HéoBJOF

EXPLAINED

WHO ARE PKK, THE KURDISH ARMED
GROUPFIGHTING AGAINST TURKEY?

FORMORE than four decades,

yhythe
Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, a mili-
rant rights
for the country's Kurdish minority.
 PRCKs Foaender, l\bdul]allﬂcalan.
has calbed an Kurdich fieh L
their arms, However, it remains unclear
oy effective his plea will be and what, if
anything, the Turkish government is of-
fering the group in exchange for ending
the fighting.

Who are the PKK?
The growsp launched an armed insur-
gunryagainstthrTurtishsuminﬂmmﬂy

Members of the PKK guard a
building in lrag in April 2013, The NyT

l]‘l! Burds, whio are believed to malcr up
about 15% or more of Turkey

The Kurds jon of

their own by world powers after World

Starting from the mountains in east-
emand southem Turkey, PKK fighters at-
tacked Turkish ml]luryhascs and police

Thisessenti ot
the portal would result in forfeiting the right
tomove a court in case of an encroachment

me/+ Bu7senHpCdhiODg1

cie of gr on
ownership of property — several concerns
were raised about this provision.

or any other

The amendment proposed by Agarwal ex-
eline too, adding that courts
can allow filing of suits, subject to the wagf

tends this i

bemitting an affi

it o why it o

The JFC act
posed by Tebugu Desam MP Lavo Sri Krishna
Dievarayalu toreplace the distiict colleciorin
the dispute resolution process with a more
senior officer of the state government.

(4SSl EXPLAIN

Market crash: why, what now

Sensex at BSE fell 1.9% on Friday to close at a near 8-month low. What led to the rout, what happens now?

US tariffs not main reason,

Several reasons for crash,
opportunity in large caps

&

erage. Small and mid caps, though still
abowe the historical average, are now choser
to the average,

s long as foreign portfolio investors
{FPls) are selling, the markoets will continue
to fall. They will stop once the selling stops.

It is important to point out that FPls ane
selling because thene are buyers in the market.

d making it vy to have a
member in the Wagf tribunal with knowl-
edge of Muslim law and jurispredence, The
previous version of the Wagf Bill proposed
that the tribunal have a sitting or retired dis-
trict judge {as chairperson), and a Joint
Secretary-level officer of the state govern-
ment (as a member L

domestic factors are key

stations, i
TESPONSes, Lalcr the cnnﬂlct spmad to
otherp € the country,
ing PKK bombings in Turkish cities that
killed many civilians.

In 1999, Turkey captured Ocalan and
cor i leadi
istgroup. He receh wthat

the Kurdish-led Syrian

Demaocratic Forces, whose leaders have

roots in the KK and follow Ocalan's ide-
ology, controls the northeastern part of
the country, They have been hacked for
years by the United Stan:s and playud a
crucial role in defeati tate

wvas later commuted tolife in prison.

Since his incarceration, Ocalan has
shifted its idealogy away from secession
and toward Kurdish rights inside Turkey.

Over the past decade, the
Turkish military has routed PKK forces
from major Kurdish cities in southeast-
em Turkey,

Who are the Kurds?

The Kurds are an ethnic group of
roughly 40 million people — there are
widely varying estimates — concentrated
inlran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey.

They speak multiple dialects of
Kurdish, al directly related m

group, but the fall of Syrian strongman
Bashar Assad in December has beft their
furure status unclear,

Since the 1991 Gulf War, the largely
Kurdish northem region of Irag has been
semiautonomous,

Multiple efforts to freeze or end the
Turkey-FKK conflict have been made,
starting with a ceasefire in 1993, But all
of them collapsed.

'\c'lr.lhnl:l: flared on and nl! until a new

2011, But the

Memmur\gshmcunbnmdmpmdm
the fall

High net-worth individuals {HNIs) are

hlgh ualuannns have been key

more:

eral other factors that pushed them to take
that call.

Because of President Donald Trump's
America First policy and asking investors to
invest in the US, people are committing
maney there, He is also talking ahaut ta

Warl,  but that was never glan_lcd ]-...‘.E.E NILESH SHAH Dumesri:_]nstin.:‘t‘i‘mul_ls_nmmsml!s}hm ANISH TAWAKLEY

tries over th g, and

I(un:ls have faced state ion of What fallin the Are tariffs
and culture, markets on investments? announced by President Trump?

Idon't think tariffs are the most impor-
tant factor. The most important factors are

the domestic, The markets are not reacting to
But there are sev- i front, the external world only. The reality is that
the Indi onomy h abit
What ‘this point? inthe pastslxmr.mﬂu
Thec Also, [stock hi

and sell their holdings, or should they buy
wheen FPls are selling?

higher side, and we have been saying that
the mid- and small-cap side of the market
ive, and a correction was due.

cuts, whichwould m
tax [PAT),

‘With capital mwmg o dn'll.ns the US‘D
has been
market currencies, and that is only adding to
the trendd from the currency point of view.

Also, since the retumns on US high yield

or tions, ex-

per w

up. There is no point selling unbess you ane
i i 1stock removed

China grew at 10% for 35-40 years de-
spite the tariffs dlarwm imposed on itand

Investors should consider imvesting in a
staggered manner, as more corrections may
come following the sell-off by FPls. Retum on
equity in India is one of the highest in the

imvestors feel they should invest in LS bonds,
Itis impnrtalu tonote that M\ilr]ndiahas

process cnllapscd immid-2015, wIJ| each

Turkish or Arabic, Most are Sunni Muslims,

i
!
i

>
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the past ketsasa

workd, our s are good, and once
the FPs stop selling, the prices will not remain
where they are,

group hM undmpcﬂunm:l — that is lead-

including India

7

The market is marginally below the fair
value, and itis still not cheap. Therefone, they
should invest in. agladual manlmr

high, and

On the domestic front, there has beena ks
slowdown in the Indian economy, Corporate nrlwmmutmmlmmm
beensomewhat pecta-  of stocks or small-cap or mid-
tions — an they camee whien va]uaunnsmn: cap schemes, Even mutual funds have been
kened the i ing high-quality are availabie

ara good price.

Will the markets fall further?

Markets are often driven by flows rather
than fundamentals. When they goup, they
2o above the fair valee; when they come
down, they fall below the fair value.

With the fall over the Last 5-6 months,
the Nifty has come below its historical av-

They can book at multi-asset allocation
Funils, which act as private hankers to retail
investors,

(Nikesh Shat is MD, Kotk Mohindra AMC

factors,
‘Why? Because they got their domestic side
of the economy right, they got their hous-
ing and urbanisation right. And then the
economy sustained itself.

As long as the current acoount [ deficit]
is fine, |international crude | oil prices don't
20 to 5200 per barrel, the Indian economy
is fairly resilient. Tariffs are not a big, factor,

happened in the marlet, it is not just Flls.
MNCp kso chy it As
thevaluations were conducive, they felt that
they could encash some of the value that
they have created.

f the
anu!nﬁmlhmmta]hm!ﬂ!ﬂ?

Indianeconomy, The current account deficie
s fime, the |rateof | inflation is fine, corporate
and bank balance sheets are healthy.

The only thing is that there is weak de-
mand, But | think that is an easily solvable
problem, Monetary and fiscal policy mols
can be used to address weak demand, We
gotsome fiscal support inthe Linion Budget,
and | do hope we continue to get maone sup-
port from the monetary side,

Sogiven that there is no macro instabil-
ity issue in the Indian economy, given that it
s only an issue of demand, and the RBlis

Fdemand, | do the
Indian economy will regain momentum.
And once it regains momentum, capital
Flowes will come back, It may take a quarter
or twn, but as long as the monetary policy is
supportive, there is no reason o believe that
the economy will continue to languish.

The only thing | would watch is the
housing sector. We need the housing sector
o sustain recovery, so would want housing
prices to ease off so that demand picks up,
and the housing activity recovers.

Sothe factors that impact the Indian exon-

ic I

Why
(FPIs) pulling out?
Ifit is the current account that reflects
the reality of the economy, there is capital
flow that reflects the mood swings of in-
westors and perceived risks and perceived
causes —which may not be that rebevant.
We Iuvr]:ﬂm saying for awhile that the
d

11

was expensive, and that a correction was
due. Mow if it has happened, many would
see as to what happened over the Last one
maonth, and ascribe it as a cause. That causal

suppart continues and the Imusmg an:uwty
recowers, the economy should dowell,

Will the Bud
omn the income tax cuts help?

s, itwill lead to both consumption and
investment spends, and that should help, [
would also want monetary support to be
there — and monetary support is easier to
reverse onoe the revival takes place.

{Anrsh Tawaktey is Co-Ch0, Equity, KICT

relation may or may not exist,
ntattribute it to that,

1Fyou Inok at some of hat has

! Murun! Fund, He spoke ro
SmdﬂpWﬂtMel’nmred.manaﬂE
Fxplained.Live Edited )

Legacy of Khusrau, musical flagbearer of Sufism’s pluralistic tradition

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, FEERUARY 28

INHIS fJahan-

tion,
‘Central Asia in the eardy 13th century, as the
Mongol hordes of Genghis Khan ravaged
Islam»c]‘mnsuxnm(mnuspmdru; o parts
of K

e-Khusrau at Delhi's Sunder Nursery on
Friday, Prime Minister Narensdra Modi de-
scribed the annual masic festival that com-

L istan, and Taiikistan). He the
service of Sultan ltutmish (1211-36), and
married the daughter of an Indian Muslim.

the Sufi poet ician Amir
Khusrau as imbued with the “fragrance of
the soil of Hindustan”,

Bestowved with the sobriquet of Turi-yi-
Hind, the ‘Parrot of India’, the 13th century
mystic is seen as a father figure for North
India's syncretic Ganga-Jamumi oulture,

Khusrau made lasting contributions to
Inalian classical music and govwak, and is also
credi i
tomadern Hindi and Urdu
Khusrau, the ‘Indian Turk

Musch of what is known about Khusrau
comes from his own writings, which are in-

Thect Abu'lHasan Yamin

rau

came to India from

age 20, and served as one until his death, He
started out in the service of princes and no-
e, before becoming apermanent fixturein
the court of the Delhi Sultan.

“Inmediaeval lslamic cubture, praise po-

i-Firuz Shahi that Jalaluddin held Khusrau
“in great esteem”, and Khusrau “served as
keeper of the Qur'an” in his court (frans.
Losensky and Sharma),

Saifi wrote inSufi Foet Amir Khusraw: ALink
between the Court and the Khangah' pub-
lished in Regionad Sufi Centres in India (2011}

Master and disciple died within months
ofeachotherin lmwhcn heheard ofthe

m'ywasune ulﬂmpnnnpal mcans fora Diidple'ﬂN' 1di Auliya
cultural isciple of

and political legitimacy,” Losensky and  the Chishti Shaikh Nizamusddin NJJ?E.

Sharma wrote, “He (Khusrau ) is the keeper of my se-

ud-Din Khusraw, was born in 1253, The court poet depended
fhotiddeiof ks onc his
limeage, and his lifie and writings symbolisca  patron and always faced am-

synthesisof the two different cultures,” Faul
E Losensky and Sunill Sharma wrote in their
intoduction to In the Bazoar of Love (2011),a
collection of Khusrau's poems. The poet of-
ten referred to himself as an “Indian Turk".

Itis beliewed that Khusrau was born in
Patiyali in present-day Etah district of Uttar
Pradesh. But the poet himself never men-
tioned his birthplace,

A poet for the sultans
Khusrau became a professional poet at

ple competition. Khusrau
served at least five Sultans —

crets, and | shall not set foot in
Paradise without him, IF it
were lawful, 1 should have in-
structed you to bury him in
the same grave with me so

Qaigabad,
Mauddin Khalji, Qutbuddin Mubaral Shah,
and Ghiyasuddin Tughlag — and many
other powerful patrons over five decades,
which testifies to the quality of his poetry,
He wrote in Persian, the language of the
court, as well as Hindavi,

Khalji,

that 1y always remain together,”
the Pir is said to have said, (Quoted in
Mohammad Wahid Mirza's The Life and
Wiorks of Amir Khusray, 1929).

“He |Klhusrau| was equally respected in
the royal court as well as the |Sufi master's|
uunquthclmkmgmmesalmm

d upon
Khusrau the title of *Amir’, The medi |

uspected y Iuyalynfmmau

wds “Beauty sleeps on the bed, her hall
across her face, Come Khusrau, let's go
home, night has set over this place.” (tnms.
Losensky and Sharma)

Khusrau's lasting legacy
Seven hundred years after his death, the

him un.cu(the mnst |mpnnam Fgun-s!n
cretic Hi M
ture — the so-called Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeh.
He wrote highly of Hindus, *The Brah-
mans of India have greater wealth of philo-
sophical thought than what Rumi had re-
vealed... As! has tried toleam from the
Brahmans, thmrlua:rmng has notlm:n re-
Nish Siphir. [ Quioted inndian Literary Criticism:
Theory and Interpretation, ed. G N Devy L
Khusrau's ghazels and gawwalis are to-
day sung in both sacred and secular con-

Iyrical beauty, sophisticated and  texts, at Sufi
il i au's  cals. include
poetry continues audience Chhoap Tilak, Zeh '+Mmhpen and Smkal
“On the one hand he wrote eulogies for — Ban Phool Rahi Sarson.

kings and princes, on the other hand he
wrote riddles and jingles, word Fames,
homely songs for children, and

Hewvever, his masical contributions likehy
o farther than this, Khusrau is said o be in-
inthe of modem

lovesick maidens and tired old men," Saifi
wmtc In form and content, Khusrau's po-

historian Ziauddin Barani wrote in Tarikh-

wh
equal respect and honour,” scholar Saifullah

heavily from Persian and
Tulhc as well as local influences, making

Inchian classical music — he is credited with
«crafting dozens of mgas, creating ormate
khayal music, and m\mntmg dm sltar and
tahila,

| p—— |
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BIG Pi1cT

BOMNE-CHILLING night in

the winter of 2008. Street,

dark. Bus stop, secluded.

Exhausted and edgy, Savita

Punia waited for a Hisar-
bound bus while guarding her two jumbo
hags — one, a goalkeeping kit and the other
with her clothes stuffed init,

Only 17, Savita was retuming to her home
inJodhkan, Sirsa, from Kurukshetra afterap-
pearing in the selection trials for Haryana's
hockey team. The clock showed & - she had
oy bein Hisar four houwrs agn, from whene her
father was to pick her up. But the bus she
took from Kurukshetra that afternoon had
broke n dowm, leaving Savita stranded in the
middle of the highway, near Kaithal, more
‘than 125 km away from home,

“Befi i Ihad
called my father from an STD booth,” Savita
says — those were the days when the cell-
phone was still a hoory, "He was to pick me
up from the Hisar bus stop around 4.30 pm
and from there, we were to drive down to
Sirsa, We had a second-hand car, so it was-
n't reliable for long distances.”

Savita waited on the highway that night,
withnowa father kmow of her

301

= Ending the
Ollymipic

in2016.

avita Punia & hockey:

A'love story

Bas ek baar... Just this one time — Savita Punia kept telling herself as she struggled through
her game and life. Until she fell in love with the goalpost and her hockey stick.
MIHIR VASAVDA travels to Sirsa to meet India’s star goalkeeper who recently played her 300th
international and now has set her sights on Los Angeles 2028. Photographs by PRAVEEN KHANNA

‘went out of theirway to support my career”
Sa\ﬂta slrs for an interview with an un-
: she doesn't wish to talk about

of|
Slt\.latIJIL.I’\-L.Is finally showed up. Savita saw
ats and there
o slan:l st she thought she would rnamg:
“Itwas around 830 pm. | requested the con-
dhuctor tohelp with my luggage,” she says.
The conductor stared at her and smirked:
“Ladki ho. Ek budno, dus asenge  You are a gird,
you will have many to pick you up).”
Alarmed, Savita didn't step in despite not

knowing when the next bus would be, if

there would be one.

Luckily for her, another bus swung by
minutes Later. This time, an eldery woman
‘who had witnessed Savita's harrowing ex-
perience, “stood in front of the bus with bath
arms outstretched, asked a gentlemnan o
leep my luggage on the carrier and ensuned
1 got a seat. Finally, at 10.30 pm, [ reached
Hisar.” Savita 5a

Her father Mahendcr Punia says, “She
cried a lot after reaching home, We cried a
lot, not knowing what had happened to her”

Thatnight, Mahender bought his daugh-
ter a cellphone and his family a betier sec-
omd-hand car 5o that she would never have
o travel alone again.

Savita knows her episode isn't uncom-
maon, especially during the early years when
young girls travel alone in trains and buses
to far-off venues to play hockey, “We have
oome a long way in other areas, but safety
shouldn't be a reason for a child to worry

about her future in the sport,” she says, "If

ot fior the support of my family, | might have
quit after that incident.”
Instead, the player whao considered quit-
ting that night — or thought she would say
goodbye to hockey aﬂr:r]ust one match —

her career highs. “That people know or can
read online.” she laughs.

This, despite seeing more good days than
her predecessors Savita belongs o a gener-
ation — that includes the likes of Rani Rampal
and Vandana Kataria — that transformec
waomen's hockey in India, Together, they
ended India's three-decade-long Olympic
exile, led the team to back-to-back Games
and came agonisingly close to a medal in
Tokyo, where they finished a historic fourth.

But Savita, whose job description as a
nalkesperis quite literally to take blows for
the team, wants to talk about the struggles.
Or, as she pats it more elogquently, “an ath-
lete's life”, As if they are both the same,

“1am not saying the world should knoe
iy story or that itis interesting. But if ayoung,
upcoming athlete ends up reading it, she
should feel that all of this isnormal, whether
ood or had isa separate discussion,” she says.
“After all, most athletes face the same chal-
lenges. 1t's about the choices you make.”

‘Idon’t even like hockey!

Savita had just entered her treens when
she had to make her first big choice: whether
to stay at home to help her ailing mother or
move to a bigger town to join an English-
medium school thatoffered a chance to play.

“There was this school in Sirsa that of-
fered admission if we played one of the three
sports— judo, badminton or hockey. | had no
interest in sports and couldn't even differen-
tiate between a team sport and an individ-
ual game,” she says. “Yet, | acoepted the offer
‘toappear for the selection trial s onlky because
itwould mean going to a better school, [was

playecher 300thi February 24

Not bad for someone who never went
looking for hockey. Hockey simply hap-
pened to her.

Her story: ‘An athlete's life’
Savita stands next to an arrow pointing
towards “Punia Niwas', a pretty white bun-
alow in the middleof sprawling green fislds.
It's her first visit home inmonths. She has
less than 48 hours with her parents — “every
night before [skeep, | thank themina prayer,”
she says — before she leaves for Vancouver o
be with her husband Ankit Balhara and her
in-laws, Bhal Singh and Mumta,a former ath-
lete, *[ hawe reached this far because of my
hushand and his parents.” she says"l have

inagm school, asport
would give me a chance o get enrolled into
an English-medium, CBSE school.”

But she faced a quandary. Moving out
would mean leaving behind her mother
Lilavati, who suffered from “such severe
arthritis that she couldn't even comib her hair
oreat by herself™,

“By Class 5.  had to learn to do all the
household worle, ., A to Z, everything. My fa-
therwas already overburdened, He cooked,
fed mumimy, took care of me and my brother
and thenwent to work, So, the first thought
I had when it came to leaving was, Who will
perform the daily chores at home?™

But wi

cist at the Sirsa Primary Hnalth Ecnlm was

sen oo many wormen play
their careers after marriage, But my in-laws

clear about what

Egmed on by her father, andnudg:dhy]mr

(Top) Savita outside her home in Jodhkan, Sirsa; with parents Mahender and
Lilavati. "Every night before | sleep, | thank my parents in a prayer,” she says

randfather Ranjit Singh — he had watcheda
hockey match during a trip to Delhi in his
youth —a13-year-old Savita, "dressed ina sal-
war-suit”, appeared for the trials barefoot.

Adter agruelling audition — with shuttle
runs, frog jumps and the 800m, where she
came first — Savita was admitted to the
schoal. " And thus began my hodkey journey.”
A journey so full of challenges that the
‘teenager had almast made up her mind that
she would give up.

The first deben shift from Hindi

day. “It was tlm happiest day of my ]|FL' l
nextmoming, Hrained verywell and happl]y.
assuming it was my last day there, Daddy
came, picked me up and we left for home."
Then, a twist. "The moment | reached,
mumimy told me that daddy had gone be-
hind my back and made a deal with the
coach in school, Apparently, the coach told
him 1 had the potential to be a very goad goal-
lkeeper because of my heighe (578", Daddy
idd him Rs 18,000 as fees! ™

medium to English, 1 started fearing books.
1'was afraid [ wouldn't be able t compete
with my classmates and couldn’t even con-
verse with them. lwanted toleam but lacked
‘the courage, Slowy, | gotintoa shell,” she says.

In the hostel mess, the sight of dalia,
hindi, and dai with tomato and onion made
her homesick. And then, there was the nag-
ging concern about the situation at home,
‘with her mother's health,

Every other day, Savita made excuses to
Ibunk schood and go home, which her teach-
ers promptly rejected. During classes, she
would stare outside the windows and plot
escape plans, "It continued like this from
2003 o 2005, | was scared of books, barely
had any interest in hockey and had no goal.”

One Friday, she was informed that her £~
‘ther was coming to pick her up the following

The amount was twice what Mahender
Punia earned in a month. Savita spent the
whole night crying. 1 kept yelling, ‘veh kv
kear diya (wihat have you done ). 1 don't even
like hockey ! Mummy calmed me down and

ashed me to just my."
Savita agmcd mluu:ranrly but she re-
rt,a fi W for

long. "lth.ought I'would try it once — just
once — and then leave hockey for good.”

‘Ab dil se khelna hai’

The farther Savita ran from hockey, the
deeper the sport came booking for her.

In 2007, when Savita received hermaiden
call-up for the national camp, her father dis-
tributed loddoos in the e neighbour-
hood, *And in my head, ['was thinking, ‘lam
very diose to leaving hockey. Bos ek boar Indine

SAVITA'S SCORELINE

The number of international matches
Savita Punia has played. She is only the
second Indian woman hockey player
toreach the 300-match milestone,
with Vandana Kataria being the first.

ACAREER OF MANY FIRSTS
Savita Punia, along with the likes of
Rani Ramipal, Vandana Kataria and
Sushila Chanu, has led the Indian
women's team to many firsts, They
inchude:

three-decade-plus
exile of the women's team
by playing a crucial role in their
qualification for the Rio Olympics
= Wasone m lea&ndthe ?
that ensured India qualified
hat—mmﬂwhrnrd:m
tin: after Ihey made the cut for the

Wﬂmw:zﬁ“

hh’w&w?
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my family tovwards literacy,” she beams, “1 felt
that |[ hockey could maJu: him [nrgul all the

miething,
then | would never leave this sport. [ con-
tinue playing tll it is physically possible, Ab
il se kfweing hui | Now Il play my heart our )"

‘What if you get injured?”

Finally, Savita started falling in love with
hiockesy. But now, the sport was iesting her love,

Unlike the cricketers, India’s hockey play-
ers have never been paid any match fee. If
youwereawoman playera decade agn, there
would only be a few job opportunities out-
side the Railways, But unluckily for Savita,
even that door was shut.

For 10years, from 2008 to 2018, asSavita
played — with no match fee and noemploy-
ment — she took [ndia to newer heights.

“l always thought | would fulfil all my
wishes once | got a job, sol never asked forany-
thing from myy father; | didn’twant to burden
him. If he gave me Rs 50, Iwould take that; ifhe
gave me give 500, lwould take that,” she says.
“But mothers can't Iul:lc their emotions. So

Khelna hai (1 will play ani i h
onie ) and that's it’," she

She had to wait for another year to get
picked in the Indian team — for a test series
against the Metherlands and Germany.

It has been 17 years but Savita still can’t
believe that she was picked. “There were
seven goalkeepers in the trials. [ never
thought [ would be among the top two who
were to be in the team,” she says. “At the
time, the way the selection system worked
was very different.”

These days, there is a method to a team
sebection, though not always perfect, Thereis
acone groupthat trains mgether all year long
and players are chosen from that bunch fol-
lowing selection trials Coaches, toa, are more
sensitive, and take time to explain selections
and exclusions individually to players.

Back in 2008, however, the system was
less empathetic. “After the trials, the selec-
tors used to sign on a sheet, Within 15 min-
utes, the entire group had to assemble and
theywould announce the team,” Savita says,

Dipika Murthy, the first-choice goalkeeper,
was injured =o it opened the door for others,
Savita didn't think it would be her. Buk they
first called the name of Marita Tirkey, followed
by Savita's. “For a second, | thought 1 had mis-
heard. Everyone was surprised — even 1 was,
| double-checked to see if my name was on
the list. | asked them, 'Can | tell my family?™

The next second, she was on a call with
her parents, breaking the news, *Dad said
something Il never forget. ‘It fieels like you
are reborn’.” But even amidst the flood of
emotions, the thought of leaving the sport
wiasn't far away. [ was still in the same phase,
Bas ek baar ki khelna hai”

Then, sumething happened which en-
sured a lifelong bond with hockey,

Savita's brother, Bhavishya, was reading
out the nevwspaper coverage of her selection
to their grandfather, stressing on the part
where he was credited for pushing her -
wards the sport.

“My grandfather always remained aloof,
He had seen many tragedies in the family in
the fisrrm of untimely deaths of some of the
members. Growing up, | never saw him
happy.” Savita says. “Butwhen the article got
pubdished and my brother read it to him, he
broke dowven and said, ‘Ranjit Slru;h Puniahas
an identity because of Savita”.

He went on to make her a promise: that
he would save the n copy. learn

mummy What if you
et injured, what about your future then?™

It got so dire at times that Savita would
even have to think twice before buying a cup
oftea, especially when travelling outside India.

In 2018, when she was given the Arjuna
foward, Lilavati had just for her
daughter, "She asked, ‘Does this mean you'll
now get a job ¥ Mummy didn't know what
the Arjuna Award was. She just knew a job
wiould secure my future,,, But at that mo-
ment, | started crying.”

Weeks later, she applied for a coaching
rale with the Sports Authority of India {SAI)
when a vacancy came up, And with that, a
decade of struggle ended. *) wish this does-
n't happen to amyone else. [t's a long time to
remain without a job, not everyone's parents
will be able to support acareer,” says Savita,
who comtinues to be a SAl coach.

s she dealt with financial instability,
Savita simultancously found herself caught
in thee touchy politics of the dressing room.

Savitaadmits herfirst big break came only
because former India goalkeeper Yogita Bali
ot injured, But in the. dmssmgmum someof
her er plac

"l won't take names but during the 2014
Commuormwealth Games, | was repeatedly
told that 1 didn't belong to the team’. | was
constantly reminded that Yogita Didi had to
be there, My performance got affected.™

Two years later, after the Rio Games,
where India finished last of 12 teams, Savita
fielt she was singled out for the team’s dismal
shiw, "l couldn’t have lived my lifie with that
feeling. Harsh words and taunts were di-
rected at me and | was sure | wouldn't be re-
called to the team,” she says.

However, Dutchman Sjoerd Marijne —
the coach who took charge after Rio and Later
masterminded the Tokyo Games perform-
ance of the women's team —placed his faith
in Savita, even making her the vice-captain,
“After Sjoerd sir came, my hockey careerwas
rebom.”

Mt 34, after a bwo-decade-long love-hate
relationship with hockey and three interna-
tional goalkeeper of the year awards, Savita
finds herself at a similar crossroad.

India's women failed to qualify for last
year's Paris Olympics. As the captain for the
ualifiers, Savita got so much flak that she had
made up her mind to quit. Harendra Singh,
whis the current coach, talked her out of it,
Andmowesh jonin Los Angeles,

how to read within a year so he could read

for himself his name and Savita's.
“Imagine, this one sport changed the

mindset and pushed the oldest member of

“When you achieve something after
struggling a lot, the happiness you feel after
that is tough toexpress,” she says. "] just want
that sukoan (peace).”

WWW.INDIANE XPRESS.COM
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Needed: The big leap

The era of incremental progress in Al is over, With nations competing to dominate
the ecosystem, India needs to do more than be a participant

BV R SUBRAIIMANYAM,
DERIANT GHOSH

THE PAST SIX weeks have shattered conven-
tional wisdom about Al dominance, A new
eraof innovation, disrption, and geo politi-
cal manoeuvring has arrived, Those who fail
o adapt risk being beft behind.

January brought a stark wake-up eall
with the emergence of DeepSeck. The
Chinese start-up unveiled its Al model,
DeepSeek-R1, which matched the capabil-
itles of leading models ke OpenAl's GPT-4
while also being open source and free, This
breakthrough wasn't just a technobogical
feat, it was a warning shot. The balance of
Al power ks shilting, proving that true inne-
vation isn't just about ressurces but about
the speed, efficiency, and strategic intent
behind therm,

Meanwhile, the Al Action Summit in
Paris, where leaders from nearly 100 nations
convened to shape Al's future, sent a re-
sounding message: Growth must take prece-
dence over excessive regulation. A defining
maoment came when France unveiled a €109
batllicn Al investment plan, underscoring the
urgency of <u|:~mmu1In\-nmu-nl 5 b0 main-
tain global competitiveness, [n a landmark
shift, President Emmanuel Macron and the

Finnish Minister of Transport and
(i Timo Harakka itted
toscal leregulations in Europe o lecy

pace with global Al developments,
India's advocacy for a human-centrie Al
approach, passionately championed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, also gained
traction, The summit concluded with a com-
mitment to inclusive and sustainable Al, en-
suring the technology drives labour market
groveth while aligning with environmental
security and social well-being, As the workd
accelerates Al-driven innovation and eco-
nemidc expansbon, a nation's ability to disrupt
and coneral the Al supply chain is no longer
Just acompetithe advantage — it will deter-
mine whowrites the rubes of the future.
DeepSeek’s success serves as both a
walee-up call for established players and an
inspiration for emerging challengers. Kai-Fu
wrmier President of Google China, put it
+*The LS is great at rescarch and inno-
vatlon and especially breakthroughs, but
China is better at engineering. .. In this day
and age, when you have limited compute
power and money, you bearn how to build
things very efficiently.” This insight under-
scores the critical role of engineering excel-
lence and RED prowess in advancing artifi-
clal imelligence, Faced with export controls,
Chinese Al companies shifted their focus to
optimising model architecture, leading to
breakthroughs, These include Pure
Reinforoement Learning, or enaliling Al mod-
els to refine themselves through self-play
and real-world feedback, a Mixture-of-
wperts (MoE) Architectiire, or activating
only afraction of parameters per task that
Foin FREE Whatsapp Chanmnel hitps:/

BY RAM MADHAV

THE SIX-WEEK-LONG Maha Kumbh has
comee to an end. Analysts, though, are still
commenting about the crowds, arrange-
mients, water quality and the devotionof mil-
llons who thronged Prayagraj. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi too penned his
thoughts, calling this mammoth congrega-
tion the Ekta ka Maha Kumblh < the Maha
Kumbh ofunity. It is hard to predict the exact
number of people whio visited the mela and
took a holy dip in the sacred waters at the
confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and
Saraswati. But it is undeniabde that the num-
bers this time were mind-boggling.

The Maha Kumbh at Prayagraj was the
First Kumbh to take place in the era of the om-

nipresent social media. Pepular mediums of

commumnication such as YouTube, Instagram
andl ¥ provided perfect platforms lor more
people to know about the grandeur and sa-
credness of the event, and many procecded
o take part in it There is no denying the
FOMO factor (fear of missing out).
Photographs and videos of people taking a
dip instantly reached remote corners of the
country and encouraged many to undertake
the pilgrimage, This FOMO factor should not
be dismissed. Instead, it should be seen asa
demonstration of the deep-seated spiritual
calling of the Hindus, On earller occasbons,
the number of devotees was known to di-
mindsh towards the mela's end. However,
this time, crowedls kept swelling uneil the end,
Mobady was willing to miss this "once in 144
years” occasion,

dramatically reduces computational costs
while enhancing efficiency, Multi-Head
Latent Attention or improving data process-
g by iedentilying nuanced relation ships and
handling multiple input aspects simultane-
ouisly, anel distillation technigues that imvolve
elficiently transferring knowledge from lage
madels to smalber, more adaptable ones,

Inaddition, China's pivat from NVIDIA'S
proprietary CLIDA to FTX lsa't just a
waorkaround = it's a strategic masterstroke,
By breaking free from a locked ecosystem,
they are ensuring their Al adhvancements re-
main resilient, adaptable, and unshackled
from external constraints. This isn't just
albout efficiency; it's aboas rewriting the rubes
of Al dominance,

These advancemnents prove that neces-
sty fuels innovation, and that the new dis-
ruptars in the era of Al will be those who
miaster both breakthrough research and cost-
effective, scalable engineering.

I the final days of his tenure, former LS
President Biclen kssued two pivotal directives
abmed at securing US beadership in Al On
January 13, hisacdhminkstration introduced an
Interim Final Rule to regulate the export of
GPUs, a eritical component for Al develop-
ment. This measure aimed to restrict the
transfer of advanced Al-enabling technolo-
gles to acversartes while ensuring stream-
lined exports to allies. The very next day,
Biden signec an executive order prioritising
chean energy development for Al data cen-
ters, directing federal agencies to lease land
for infrastrecture projects powered by low-
oF eri-earbaon energy soifes,

Interestingly, while President Donald
Trumip swiftly revoked Biden's Al safety or-
der, these two directives have remained un-
touched — at least for now. Vice President
Wance has since reaffiemed the LS intent to
dominate Al with a sharp focus on chips,
software, and regulatory influence,

The Al race has reached a breaking point.,
Mathons are no longer fust competing on In-
novation = are battling for control. Those

absnp poooamchanme 029V an 2V RESROGIOKHSaBd0r
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O suceess will depend on
three non-negotiable
imperatives, One, world-class
talent to drive Al excellence
and global competitiveness,
Two, cutting-edpe RED and
innovation to ensure [ndia is
not just a consumer of Al but
acreator of breakthrough
technologies, Three, an
uneompromising
commitment to luman.
centric Al ensuring that
innovation serves society and
strengthens our

global seanding,

C R Saslkimar

who lead will shape the future, while those
who lag will find themselves dependent, vul-
nerable, and beft behind in the new Al order,

As the inchustry and nations adapt to this
new paracigm of Al development, the com-
g months and years will witness intensi-
fied competition and rapid advancements,
The global Al landscape is no longer just
about progress — it it who drfves the
disruption and who gets left behind,

The world is increasingly dividing into
two camps: disruptors and disruptees. The
pressing guestion for countries is: Which
stebe will you be on?

]Illlhl stands at a :I.u'wl\ll' ju neture. Our

ome a devel

2047 —Viksit Bharat —is ot :!hrrl\umdrkl-
bitious ol but a defining mission that re-

quidres a fundamental transformation of sur
economy and society, This shift hinges on
our ability to unlock the full potential of
emerging technologies like Al to drive the
transhormation,

Forndia, the era of incremental progress
is over, IF we are to achieve Viksit Bharat by
2047, we cannot afford o be mere partici-
pants in the Al revohution — we must lead its
disruption. Our suceess will depend on three
non-negotiable imperatives, One, world-
class talent to drive Al excelkence and global
competitheness, Two, cutting-edge R&D and
innovation to ensure India is not just a con-
susmer of Al but a ereator of I!Ir.lklhl!nlp:ll
technologies, Three, an unc
commitment tohuman-centric Al uuurlxls.
that innewvation serves society and strength-
ens our ghobal standing,

This must be the hallmark of India’s Al
leadership — one that is bold, visionary, and
unapalogetically ambitious, As PM Modi
aptly reminded the world at the Al Action
Surnmit, as Alwrites the code for humanity,
woe, humans, must hold the key to shaping
its future responsibly.

Subralumanyan i CEO Niti Aayag and Ghosh
s Distinguished Fetlow, NTTAmyog

labn FREE Tebegrasm Channel hatps://eme’ s BuTsen HpQdhlODg)

Mela of unity in diversity

Maha Kumbh showcased the spiritual oneness of India

Some armchair intelleotuals tried to find
ways to criticise the Kumbh Mela. Nobody
claims that there were no lapses. Two
tragedies lead to a painful loss of lves, Ihll
theway the central and state ad mindstrat

Krishna, it also called u]>|:|'| ||rn|J|.| tn \ah'

h‘.IWJl]n'lw.munluul‘lln-\ .hlilr.hh!
;u\: II:a! solace in Me ). Oceasbons like the
were designed to promuote both

conducted the task e u[m.\n.lglu;m:lhu.nnh-

:luwplrllu.|1|m|u|1:h-< '|.|w|n‘1|w.1~|r|alnr
s of different faith

SETVES pradse, Wae froem sev-
eral countries where people of Indian origin
(PHO] live in large numbers. For them, such
crowids were unimaginable, One minlster
commented that the population equal to that
of his entire country was in front of him, it
wwas Fascinatirg for many of them but alsoin-
thmddating to sorme, Some of them found per-
fect urban management lessons in the
arrangements made by the administration,
Prayagraj isa city of 14 million people. 1t took
marry pilggrinns from all over the workd every
haur during Kumbh, Yet, the civie adminis-
tration did not collapse, That proves the effi-
chent management of the event,

Ome columnist bemoaned that Kumbih
Mela was symbaolic of the codification of
Hinduism and the destruction of its spirit of
diversity, Taking a holy dip in sacred waters
exists in every stream of Hindulsm. Hence
deseribing the same at Prayagraj as "perfor-
rative” ar“obligatory” and accusing it of the
Semitisation of Hinduism is il-informed,
Hinduism is pluralist and diverse, But it al-
ways had an inherent streak of unity,
Hinduism represents "unity in diversity™. It
stood for the idea of sarv panth sarmaadar
equal respect for all ways of worship, But, in
the Bhagavad Gita, through Bhagwan

:mslu ions, Hence, the worry that the diver-
sity of Hindulsm s threatened is unfounded,
The great sages of vare had also emphasised
the spiritual oneness of the natbonal society,

MNorth or the South, irrespective of caste,
creed and ideology, came tegether. This was
an embodiment of the vision of Ek Bharat
Shrestitha Blearar that filled confidence in
crores of people”.

Massive religious congregations are
knowen in Islam and Chiristianity as well, For
thee Shias, the annual multi-day Arba'in pil-
grimage to the shrine of Husayn ibn All, the
grandson of PMrophet Mehammad and the
:I:Inlshl.nm.un 15 big religious afair, This

Melas and pilgrimages ame meant

atkes thee marty e Husayn

that idea of innate unity,

Addi Shanleara, one ol the greatest sages of
Hinduism, established four mures (Hindu
monasteries | in four corners of India to bring
a semblance of unity amaong the diverse
Hindu sects who worshipped deities like
Shiva, Vishnu, Shakt, Ganeshaand Surya, He
propagated Advaita Vedanta, a non-dualis-
tic philosophy emphasising the oneness of
the individual soul and divine spirit {atman
and brahman ). Like the Kumbh Mela, Adi
Shankara's Advaita Viedanta too was not an
elfort to destray the diversity in Hindu reli-
ghous practices. His teachings provided a
framework to reconcile diverse beliefs and
practices, including thase of the Buddhists
and Sanatanis.

It was that unity which one witnessed at
the Kumibh Mela. PM Modi summed this up
beautifuilly: “At this Ekta ka Maha kisrmbh,
every pilgrim, whether rich or poor, young
oF ald, frem villages or cities, from Incia or
abroad, from the East or the West, from the

and akes place annually at Karbala in Irac,
An estimated 20 million people attend the
pilgrimage. Equally important and a rela-
tively smaller pilgrimage for the Muslims is
the Haj to Mecea, which brings three to four
million followers from all over the wordd to
the holy eity. For the Christians too, festivals
ke Semamna Santa in Spain and Simlogin the
Philippines attract millions of followers.

Kusrnilah Wheda s undoubtedly much bigger
and more inchuskve than many of these festi-
wals, Importantly, as P Moch pointed out, it
has now acquired the stature of a “global oc-
caston’”, |t attracts people of all religons and
several nations, [t may be the time fos the PM
o consider handing over the management of
Future Kurmibh Melas toa national body so that
s global stature can be farther enhanced and
Inelian spiritual tradizions are showcased be-
foare thie wirled i a fAtting manner.

Tt writer, president, India Foundation, &
with the BiP Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

It secns all sense has heen lost on th
media an Al-generated video  depi

1§ presiclent, who shared on his soc
g a dystoplan “Trump G
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The senior who
changed my life

He was my pillar of support. With his sharp
intellect, great oratory, Igbal M Chagla towered
above his colleagues, seniors at the bar

N

JANAK DWARKADAS

THE LINEAGE OF all thoroughbred horses
can be traced back to three legendary
Arablan stallions — Darley Arablan, the
Byerley Turk, and the Godelphin Arabilan,
Similarty, the legacy of some of India's great-
est kegal minds can be traced to the cham-
bersof SirJamshedji Kanga on the Original
Slele of the Bornbay High Court. His cham-
bers came to be famously known as
“Chamber No. 1", Chamber No, | has been
the cradle of some of the greatest legal
minds and jurists of the country
Bhulabhai Desal, Motilal Setalvad, H M
Seervai, Mani Palkhivala, right down to
Kharshedji Bhabha, Three of Kharshedji's
maost distinguished juniors were Fali §
Malrman, Soll) Sorabjee and oy own senbor
Igbal M Chagla, who we fondly called
Mickey Mickey's own pedigroe was no less,
His father M C Chagla was the first Indian
Chief|ustice of the Bombay High Court and
agreat jurlst,

Mickey reminded me of Edmond
Dantiss, the protagonist from The Count of
Maonte Cristo by Alexander Dumas. Like
Dantiss, he was a tall, imposing and swash-
buckling figure with a French goatee, His
barrister's half jacket, worn beneath his
counsel's gown, gave the impression of a
flowing cape, reinforcing the image of
Dantés. The only thing missing was the
swvard shung in a scabbarc at his wast, Yet,
Mickey wiekded a far more formidable and
potent weapon — his magnificent voloe and
Tls pewerful oratory with which he could
vanguish almost :-ww: ppOnenE.

iy reason of his professional integrity
andl high ethical standards, Mickey com-
manded the highest respect in whichever
coart b walloeel into, Although be was not
aCommerce graduate, by dint of his hard
waork and ability to understand and digest
the mast complex of problems, he soon be-
came ane of the foremost commercial
lawyers in the country. In addition, his un-
cluttered mind, sharp intellect, coupled
with the greatest oratory | have ever seen,
placed Mickey head and shoulders above
Tuis colleagues and even senieors a the bar.

Ilichey had an extremely versatile prac-
thoe which extended to commercial, compeo-
rate, intellectual property ights, constitu-
oral ki s wiell s trials i civll cames, What
1 found most interesting about his stybe of
cross-examining witnesses inchvil trials was
s aibility oy bl thes witnes sintoa false sense
of security before tightening the noose, He
chid this by betng gentle and respectful rather
than browbeating the witness.

When | joined Mickey as a junior, what
struck me about him was his equanimicy,
At the same time, hie had the uncanny
ability of getting to the nub of the prob-
lem almost instantaneously and with
remarkable accuracy,

Mickey was a true leader, inspired by

Abert Camus’belief that courage is essential.
As president of the Bombay Bar Association,
he boldly moved a reselution against five
Bambay High Court jueges, questioning
their integrity and calling for their resigna-
tion, despite warnings of contempe, His ac-
tions led to one judge resigning two being
transferred, and two losing judicial work.
Five years later, he spearheaded another res-
olution agalnst acormptchief justice, result-
ing i his resignation, Mickey undertook
these challenges not for personal gain but
because hebelieved that judicial independ-
ence depends on the strength and integrity
ol the Lnwyers before them.

The Original Side of the Bombay High
Court has a unigue tradition where law
grachsates joi n the chambers of established
sentors. Linlike other reglons where juniors
are salaried, no remuneration is expected
or paid. The goal ks o let junbors attend con-
ferences, read beiefs, assist, and accompany
seniars to court, learning advocacy inall its
Eacets. Meore thar training, this tradition fos-
tersa lifelong guru-shislya bond that tran-
m!\:lu- professional relationship, Iw.n
ey share such a el
Mlskry Theagh | trained under hl:n |||I'
about nine years, our association lasted un-
til his passing this year, He was my trusted
conficant, guiding me through career and
personal decisions,

Thie winrk-life balance Mickey encour-
ageed has stayed with me throughithe years
In his chambers, | leamed that work was
work and play was play, | cannat forget the
wanderful thmes [had as ajunior inwhat we
called the “tea chuby™ This was a short time
alter court when we gathered for tea and
snacks, The first ube was to leep work and
court matters off the table, all owing for lght-
hearted conversations and jokes that kept
everyone in good spirits, Once the “tea party”
ended, we returned towork with full focus.

Mickey tansgrht me not to take myself se-
rously, Whenever he woubd see me look-
g tense or anxbous, he would remark "l
the sky falling onyour head 7, The wisdom
o his words, “There is alife beyond the law”,
has been a foundation For me to continue
pursuing my multiple interests. | encour-
age my paniors o do the same.

Mickey was unpretentious — on one oc-
casion when his wifie Roshan could not fetch
him from chambers, he requested me to
ghve hima ride. | used to own a motoebike in
those days, He gladly sat pillion with his
black coat, the and pipe in hand which made
iy friend, Jimimy, remark — it was the first
“ehauffeur-driven bike”

The ackages “behind every successful man,
stands aworman,” could very well have been
wrltben keeping Roshan in mind. She played
astgnificant role bn his life and extended her
warmth, love and affection to all his jundors.
Both were my strong pillars of support
through the ups and downs of my life.

Wihile | miourn the loss of Mickey, | pay
tribute and eelebrate the life of a person
whi has played aunbgque and special rlein
oy Hibe, Mickey, | wish you farewell in your
onward journey to eternity. You will be
rrdssed by many, but never forgotten by
those who were fortunate enough to have
KW yens

Thewriter is asenfar advocate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NEW NORMAL

THIS REFERS TO the report, Gave rono-
tice, razed shop due to complaint, crowd:
Chvie chicl of Malvan' (IE, February 28)
This a sell-incriminating admission by
Malvian Munbeipal Couneil chiel Santosh
Jirage, that he bypassed the due process
of law because he recetved a complaint
Iy the owvner of the land where the shop
stood, a letter from local MLA, and the
erowvd of 200-300 people, which neces-
sitated the demalition of shops, This re-
mminds ane of the 5Cs observation about
the new normal in mob lymching cases,
Hinwevier, b clifferences are noticeabile,
First, here the victim is property, not an
individual. Second, the property was not
demalished by vigilanbes but by the gov-
emment ftself,

LR Murrnu, Mew Defhl

NEED NEW RESEARCH
THIS REFERS O the article,

Mahakumbh for New India® (IE,
]:l'lJfle)‘ 2H1 The |:I$;.Mli\<|ll|:|| of

recefved high praise, Another topic is
T thee Maha Kumbh, which attracted
6.3 crore devotees, was kept dean with
rebust samitation infrastructure,

W G Choulesey, Mine

BALANCED APPROACH

THIS REFERS TO the artiche, There aren't
marny options for athletes
28). Badminton legend Coplchand has
diseouraged middle class parents from
irmvesting everything they have in their
children's sporting careers. It is a long
strugghe For parents and players in any
sport. The advent of peivate leagues in
spports like kabaddi, hockey, foothall apart
from erichet, Tas brought mach needed
maney intothegames, But we should not
e that it s golng to e asmooth ride
for middbe-class chilclren, A balance be=
tween shady and sparts is the key,

Bl Gowlnad, Moidi

DELIMITATION ROW
THISREFERS T0 the editorial, Nota zem

Mal sl
fresh research. lhnxuny, rkn u||| un. di-
rection, control and coordination of mas-
sive crowvds for long periods should be
one of the themes, it is a subject for deep
stucly of a unigue blending of tradition
ani reltjous practices, with technolog-
ical achvancements, The digitisation of
the “ost and found” services, advanced
technologies to enhance safety and co-
ardination, and the Artificial Inteligence
cameras that could count the numberof
people present in any given place have

garme (IE February 28 ), by delaying
the democratic process of delimitation
since 1976, we have done injustice to
central and north Incia, There ks no law
on child birth, s il a state has a higher
population, you can't just snatch away
its democratic ijght. Saying the next de-
limitation will not be based on popula-
tion s tantamount to adding
insul to injury, It%s a clear matter of
chotee unless we have a law restricting

chiild birth.
Rahul Chouhan, Lifain
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVYES US ALL

UPTICK, DOWNTURN

After second quarter slump, economy has picked up pace,
Concerns over the robustness of the momentum remain
FTER SLOWING DOWM sharply in Ihe s«w quam'rorlhc onjokng finan-
clal year, the Ind rber, growing at6.2
percent as per data rﬂmudbylhc Nmnnals{alstlu Office. The rcbouml.
whichwas driven more by g .
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WorpLy WISE
VIOLENCE KILLS WHAT I'T INTENDS TO CREATE.
— PorFE Joun Paur 11

A new American empire

Trump administration is rewriting rules of
engagement and Europe has little role in it

4

_I’msm, DEv

INTHE LATEST episade of the Ulaaine war, the
Undtad 4ty ek 3 E: backed

UN resolution calling for de-escalation and a
peaceful resolution of the conflict forwhich it
hele Russia responsible. As a result, it found
itself aligned with Russia, Belarus, Iran, and
Morth Korea, alung with Israel, Hungary, and

wias expected as several high-frequency indicators had pointed in that direction. With

asr ing of poor and d lent states in
Africa and the Pacific. whllc much is being

this estimate, growth for the year so far(April-December ) comes i1 pereent.
the NS0 has revised upwards [ts estimates for full year growth — it ha; now pegged the
Ry o grow at 6.5 per cent in 2024-25, up Inally from | i (]
per cent. However, despite this upward mlmn. the revised estimates for last year's
Erowth — the economy is now estimated to have grown at 9.2 per cent in 2023-24, in
part, due to higher government apendmglorwhkh mlatlwlylmmnncv and accurate
data is available — shows how steep th in

This has been largely duse to the fal sector, in partioul
sector s expected to grow at just 4.3 per cenllhlsmrdum from |2 3 per cent last year.
And whille beth construction and the el gas and wal continue
to grow at relatively heath rates, they have witnessed a slu;ht mdrratltm. Within the
services sector, most sq;mcm h.m also grown at a shower clip this year, Agriculture,

manufacturing The

though, | have been healthy, due to strong kharil output, and
healthy rabd sowing. Implicit in the NSO's) fata is the exp fon that the economy
willl grow at 7.6 per cent in the faurth quarter, Thi el be challengi idering that

recent data on core sectors shows that in January, electriclty production grew by 1.3 per
cent, steel by 3.7 per cent, and coal by 4.6 per cent, However, a pick up in rural dernand
and government spending = the Centre's capex rose by 51 percent in January = could pro-
wide a fillip to cconomic activities,

The last few quarters have seen a souring of investor sentiment. On Friday, the BSE

made of A 1 abarchon-
ment of its Eumpnn allies, the latter had
themsedves very recenthy sided against the rest
of the workd in refusing to condemn lsrael's
warin Gaza,

Having sted by the US in supporting the
war in Cata and Lebanon, Europe now finds it
sell having wdduul.mmmnunmluldmt
has done
together of the Weu over Gaza was pctl\.\pn
meant to mirror the solidarity that had been
generated by the war in Uleaine, But between
them, the two wars dicl more to destroy the
\t\htthm.uuymnlmatmglh Iu\.mw mch
derthat ha given the West its unidty since the
end of Warkd War I,

Itisonly now dawning an an
clans Il‘:\ﬁl\(‘ most M:EIM mhc
faces as ageo-poitical actor |s nedther Russia's
arfriy nor China's eoonormy. Even Muskims and
migrants, kongg the Evourite internal encmies
ul’Eum s popullalx. pabe in Insignificance

Sensex fell L9 per cent, ending the day at 73,198, Since its peak of 85,978 on Septemts

27, 2024, the Sensex: has fallen around 15 per cent, The fall has been driven by a comibl-
nation of global and demestie factors, On the global front, Donald Trump's mwnuh
1ffs weigh he.wllymmrrm& whilean mdomem(m corporate resul been

befior 1y LIS policy
on Russia and Ukraine, Cariada and Mexien,
and on Europe’s military and economic sta-
s, While it is tempting to attribute thischal-

subdued amid The sharp [ last year does suggest that
Further monetary unng is on the cards, Inflation has been trending lower = in January
It hadd fallen to 4.31 per cent. With analysts expeeting prices to fall Further in February —
the last ~lrthen

Increases the odds of more rate cuts,
Fisds FREE Telegram Channel kit me!+ BufwenH pOdhODg

END THE GUN CULTURE

With militias surrendering weapons, possibilities of peace in
Manipur have increased. Centre shouldn't let opportunity slip

the monetary policy cormmittee in

N MANIPUIR, NOW uncler | . il for the ethnic conflict per-
ststing for 21 he ow of small arms. Th s of firearms, inchuding as-
sault rifles, carbines, and i | ih [ lice
stationsand ar e, enalili .,...!.9 ! fsatl | Meited ancl Kuki
mlllngmupmms.mma mied cor The sif led by the fact
h It muuapnmhmﬂﬂ v a knonem arr --"-_'suim;mmumy

lbm;h.mum“ g A IHHa:

ite the recovery of small
Lastweek, Manipur Gevernor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
dlied the right thing in issuing an appeal to people of all communities to surmender looted
and llegally hedd weapons, On Thursday, the deadline set by the Governor, the Meite| rad-
leal group Aramilal Tenjgel surrendered 246 weapans in Imphal West. Apart from them,
more than 100 weapons were d this weel in diffe s of the state,

Last week's initiative first time a call 7 locted weapons wasis-
sued in the strife-torn state. In June 2023, a few weeks into the ethndc conflict, a drop bax
For retuming weapons was set up outskde the home of a BJP legislator From lmphal East
with a poster carrying a message in English an:l Mclu'l language: “Please drop your
snatched weapans here”, Hing tothe | ber 2024 by the Security
Advisor to the Mani pur government Kuldiep Smgh 1,200 of the approximately 6,000
looted weapons had been recovered by security forces. While thousands of weapons
continue to remain in circubation, it is assuring that the last major shootout in Manipur
occurred in the eary hours of January 1 in the Kaclanghand area of Imphal West district,
hours after former Chief Minister N Biren Singh's New Year's eve apology.

The easy avablabdlity of arms made it difficult to restrict the conflict to a few localities
I Manipar. The sense of insecurity arising from the Biren Singh government's continued
administrative fallures created fertile grouneds for radieal groups in nearly all parts of the
state to take matters in their own hands. Until all looted weapons are recovered and mili-
tias are disarmed, a permanent peace — not merely the absence of war = would remain
elusive, The cross-barde r arms Aow will also have to be stopped. Failure to do so woukd
diminish the advantage galned by the state with the surrender and recovery of looted
wieapons, With radical groups starting to agree to surrender looted weapons, the Centre
has a chance o finally break the cycle of violence, It must not let this opportunity skip,

THE LAID-BACK CHAMPION

Boris Spassky blended psychology and unpredictability.
Onthe chessboard, he cut out clutter

IKE ALL ARDENT sports rivals consumed by the intricacies of their craft, Boris
Spassky and Bobly Fischer ended up exceedingly fond of each other after thelr
greatest face off — the 1972 Woedd Chess Champlonship, Spassky, who passed
avwty on Thisrsday aged B8 applauded Fseher's win in Game G of the chamgpl-
onship. In a match framed by Cold ‘Mr pulm.m- Russlm nwhnlu;a as arelief from
“rolossal ihility", His Ameri liclny' passky as.avillain he had shyed
Evenas the match threw up I manic i 1 bt}
they were pawns deployed for political posturing. Three decades later after the two had
travelled o play in Yugoslavia, while war raged in Bosnda Heraegovina, Spassky wrote to
Gearge W Bush, *Bobily and myself committed the same erime. Arrest me. Put me in the
samie eell with Bobily Fischer. And give us a chess set.”

Spassky's match with Fischer overshadowed some outstanding play in the Soviet
Mationals as he defeated Vasily Sroyslov, Milchail Tal, Tigran Petrosian, Anatoly Karpoy and
Garry Kasparov, He onee told Levon Aronkan, “Don't try to become a world champlon, the
majority of us became champlons by accident”. But the gentlemanty Spassky couldn't es-
cape the cultural typecasting of his times. Holly | | the Russian ¢
the symbl of the hegemonic Fan..mdml F‘nchcrlnkllulcr hucﬂ Unc of Spassky's 1960

1 David Bronstein inspired a pening inFn Wit Lo
Spassky blended .unl never donopeningsand fo-
cused on mastering the mid-game Irmmd. He was a Marie Konclo on the chessboard, un-
cluttering complexities, As Fischer noted, Sp.lssky:uuld bluncler away a piece and you

surewhether it roral: decp fice”, The 1972 match
waas Full ol blunders, chess-wise sbanati i Fischer
hanging on. Spassky was the I!usbu Fndver‘;McEnchusnlnt Mad Mac won this ane.

enge »
i, it s Been inthe maldrg for much longer
uncler Democrat-led administrations than un-
der Republican ones,

Theend of the Cold War allowed the US o
dispense with its obd allies as well as its now-
defunct encmics, since the former no
heeld the same importance without the Latter,
This shift remakned hidden for some time, as
lhc !umm.mmnrml wlth Eumpclu b

Ty informer
e ELL B A

Ttis only now dawning on
European politicians that
the most serious threat the
West faces as a geo-political
actor is neither Russias army
nor Chinas ceonomy. Even
Muslims and migrants, long
the favourite internal
enemics of Europes
populists, pale in
insignificance before the
external threat posed by US
policy on Russia and
Ukraine, Canada and
Mexico, and on Europe's
military and economic
status, While it is eempting
to attribute this challenge
solely to the Donald Trump
administration, it has been
in the making for much
longer under Democrat-led

Sowict
also eviscerated the international qurlIul
had been put in place after Workd War Il one
Jasdrs /'t L

adl! ions than under
Rvpuhlunn OIS,

pp Channel higpa:, Py

{ Van VARG OK HanR A

which hadl de pended upan the er
with encmies aspmul'lm UM system,

pwlwpllhnn thmusll.llmlillum .|s a ncw

One the in-
terational order represented by the UN could
bie sidelined for unilateral military action by
US-ledd forces in places like Serbda and Irag.
These were alten coupled with unilateral
sanctions that sought to excude recalcitrant
state and non-state actors from a now glob-
abtsed econormy. With only eccasional dissent,
Eurpe went along with these moves. lislead-
ersdid not realise that dismantling the inter-
national oeder gradually turned them intovas-
sals, not allies.

This shift alses had significant domestic
consequences for both Americans and
Europeans. Thelrstates no longer requined the
ldnd ol popular support that was erucial in fac-

form of
political initiatives, such a;mpltmcntlma
ceasefire in Gaza or ending the war in
Lkradne, in the worst possible way, with pro-
posals to ethnically eleanse one place and
ain mineral rights in the other. This appar-
entdisplay of power, however, masks its own
‘jsjlllyaa miuch as that of America's politi-

WHI commentators are fond of following
Trump by taking Willlam MeKinley as his
model lora new American empire, a more re-
alistie assumption might be James Monroe

faets kasuboedinate Canada, Mexico, Panamsa,
and Greenland to LS power look ke the mak-
Insora new Mmruu Do:lrm Fesr a Wiestern

abandons

g the Serviet threat. This was demonstrated
Invthe abandonment of Keynesianism and the
welfare state for a globalisation of capltal that
moved manufacturing to Asia and so frag-
mented the old industrial working class and,
with it, the entire social structure,
Ghobalisation also made It | ihieto

Eumpc o a world in which it no longer has
any special claim to American assistance.
‘While the Maonroe Doctrine had signalled
mhcm.\ & e, s mptlsc.luwr |saman-

fits dechine. For a world in which

separate domestic from international con-
mnx.‘lmunnn and mIEr.uu:n came to rep=
P l un-

) Jing, while politicians i 1

India, Russia, and China might get more
Favourabile treatment than Britain, France, or
Germany is one in which US hegemony has
collapsec] and with it the idea of the West I

ificed dormestic needs for i tamal
considerations in free trade deals as well as
wears and military interventions around the
warkd. Public opindon in the West, which has
been solicly against interventions like thase
i Irag anc Gaza, is routinely st outof polit-
Ical debates in Bvour of wage issues and cul-
ture wars against internal enemies,
‘Without long-standing electoral con-
stitwencies, political parties in America and
Europe can now be talen over by adventur-
ers.Thisswhat lnppcnﬂl mtlml&pul:lnn;

theycannot | i s, Eviropeans will
ey v to pay Tor the privilege of serving as
America's vassals.

The policies inaugurated by the Trump
achministration will have enarmous conse-
quEnCes I:ul muﬂllﬁclymﬁumd intheir
goals Gl as r—
ornmmnumu .uﬂmlnryptmnlnthc

Wiest, ane t}
dragooned imto servingas America’s allm as
Europeonce had. The strengthof the far right
InbuthtthI'Sand Europe depends upon its

when Tr

West'sdecline, But itis also

the party in n 2016. In the the far
right presents perverted visions of public

! L ke
that feels shut out of regular party politics.
Trump represents the culmination of
these developments, invelghing against a
diseredited "deep state” and "malnstream
media” enly to empower his frends, rela-

a fthat decline and ly ac-
celerate i, Race, religion, and chalisation have
come to define the West because it can no
longer deminate the intermational order; it
his chosen instead to destroy it

Thewriter iz professor of lindian Histary
at the University of Oxford

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS

India’s textiles and apparel industry is primed to weave a narrative of growth

KULIN LALBHAI

ONEGOAL THAT India must prioritise ifit has
o become Viksit Bharat by 2047 is job ere-
athon. The textiles and apparel industry is
India’s secand-largest employer after agricul-
ture, providing directermployment to 45 mil-
lion people. The sector is expected o motor
o at an annual growth eate of 10 pereent and
become a USD 250 billion market by 2030,
withthe pumvﬁ.lllnuldmllmu urlmhhs
If our exparts grow from the current
billion to the targeted LISD 100 hllllon and Il
the econormy grows atG-7 per cent a year, bex-
tiles can adel up toone million jobs every year
from nonw bo 2080 — 10 per cent of what the
country needs.

This is all very goad. But we have an op-
portunity tobe great. China, Bangladesh and
Vietnam, the workd's three leading textile ex-
porters, are undcrammahlnsror reasons

The rate of attrition in our
textile industry is as high as
10 per cent. Workers often
have to spend a big part of
their salary in transpore and
ae lation and are

moil,
Global markets are increasingly looking to-
wards India We have a bot gotng forus — a
relatively stable coonomy and government,
gwdml.\lmshlpa with the woM‘;Imd.IEE
nations, Il 1 A
ayoung population.

The government has been forward-look-
ng in its support of the industry, It has ap-
prowved various schemes with outlays of sev-
cral thousand croves that incentrvise the sector
~suchasthe Pradhan Mantr Mega Integrated
Textile Region and Apparel (PM MITRA] Parks,
the Prochuetion Linked | DL ek
amtheﬁmmursmr and Central Taxes and
Levies (RoSCTL) Schel

The USD 100 bllnnll\dun tesctile miarket

liable to leave their present
employer even for a small
wape hike. Many of them
tend to be migrants, This has
a huge impact on production
and eventually the bottom-
line, Implementing
industrial housing policy can
be a game-changer, 1t could
be a combination of a grant,
T regulation or
giving GST exemptions for
industrial housing,

Abur-
gronkng midkdle class utlrlum; dhemand and
this trend is further amplifice by Gen 2. The
mainstreaming of e-commerce, and the
emergence of quick commerce, has eased
people's access to apparel and fshion, While
there are lulls during a crisis llee Covid ardus-
mu recessionary phases, Indians retain a
ralthy consumption agpetite.

Wlth 50 many pleces oI'lIu'Jlss.vw ready,

Tow do we ensure labour efficiency and

ket share? Indla sulfers a 15-20 per cent cost

e compal
tries ke Bangladesh and Vietnam. Abigcom-
penentof this is lower efficiency in the labour-
intensive garment manufacturing process.
Honw el we remecy this?

These are some of my suggestions. Often in
Innclia, if the jods are in one hub, the worleers
m' elsewhere, Even Tiruppur, the appare|

-huil in Tamdl Nadlu, has a labour short-
aw.' hecanise ndumln lhm' areg i

Thas a huge impact and even-
tually the battom-line. Implementing inclus-
trial housing poliey can be a game-changer.
It could be a combination of a grant, casing
81 regulation or giving ST exemptions for
industrial housing.

Creating living quarters for waorlers near
factories, as is done in countries like China,
could reduce absenteeism, improve staf re-
tention, and lead to higher productivity. It
will alse increase the amount of take-home
salary for the workers, Textiles are a low-
margin business, hewever, Manufacturers
alone cannot plek wup the tab for such huge
infrastructure, It will need to be supported
by the government.

A defining feature of the garment inclus-
try |s that women represent 90 per cent of lis
blue-collarworkforoe. Stable jobs in safe envi-
ronments empower women, It can bring
them inbo the formal economy and ke the
atiean firward.

Autor d with effi-

is often ol

and hand, in
places like UllarPrﬂksh. Bihar, Ocisha and
Machya Pradesh, whene jobs need to be cre-
ated, there's barely any industry, India will
have to create jobs where they are required.

clency and reduced manpower, However,
technology and human talent will continue
tocoedst, Whenefficiency goes up, the ndus-
try will grow, creating mare
ﬂniullrrugcsmays«m[urmd.lblrbm

That iswhy it bs imiportant il
TRA parks in areas where labour ks availabe,

The rarte of attrition inour textile industry
is as high as 10 per cent, \-\Mﬂwm often have
tospentd abig part of thelr sala

|mll'a;.| glmtlnthc s]utul m:tllr Ianchu.

and accommuodation and are I|.1I:It 0 leave
their present employer even for a small wage
ke, Marny of therm tend to be migrants, This

cedes market mm,
The writer is vice chairman, Arvind Limited
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BANDH SUCCESSFUL

WHILE NORMAL LIFE was paralysed in
Bhopal and all major tuwns ol’ Madhya
Praesh in response toa band}

Toe thie youth were in the offing. Ganclli said
the proposed education policy would be sub-
Jected to.a national debate before its imple-
i i i a

anti-reservation students, a division bench
of the MP High Court stayed the govern-
ment's controversial order reserving 25 per
cent seats in professional eolleges for back-
‘ward commanities. Reports suggest that the
Tortnight-bong anti-reservation stir may af-
fect polling in some areas.

PM’s New PoLicy
PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Candhi sald a new ed-

BiHAR MLA KILLED

THE SITTING CONGRESS (1) MLA Janeshwar
Prasad Singh was shot dead and thiee others,
inchuding his bodyguard and a sub-inspector
of police were injured in araid by “Naxalites™
on the party office in Masaurhi, a sub-divi-
shonal tonem in Patnadistrict. Mﬂughlrwslt-
uation in Masaurhi is “under control”, ten

stons prevall necessitating |-the-clock

PAK LEADERS IN EXILE

ALTHOUGH THE PAKISTAN Peaple’s Party
(PPP) beascbers in exile in London have called
the election results in their country the peo-
ple's verdict against the military dictatorship,
privately, a majority of them admit that Gen
Fiaul Hag) had scored notable victory against
oppasition p:lltswhom he \M:uld Ny
i
litleal arganisation. Certain dlplumht
sources in touch with Pakistan affairs say that
Gen Zia had already formed his plans to
Taurseh hi

AR IS A MR VG EEES MRS
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When being the China alternative isn’t enough

tunistic fudge is likely to get harder — and
the consequences of a deeper transfor-
mation of trading arrangerments stand to
be profound.

DANIEL MOSS

easy part. A big rowt for manufac-
turing in several Important Asian
condial

Belng “niot China" may have been the

economies was that they en|

relations with Befjing and solid historical
tles torthe US, Leaders didn't mind taking
a few rhetorical shots at America. if it was
convenlent for domestic politics, but pro-
fessed no appetite for choosing between
the two superpowers. This sort of oppor-

Call it frlendshoring or China+1, thiswas
never an exit from the Aslan glant but a
hedging of bets. Malaysian Prime Ml.nlsnel

Canada and Mexico will be implemented:
MrTrump gave aserles of apparently con-
rradictory answers on Wednesday about
his plans for the rwo nelghbours. These
levies were never going to be a light lift
lven Mr Trump declared their free-trade
pact renegotlated 1n hls frst term 54
“model

trade through friendly partners.”

Anwar Ihrahlm’s pitch to a o

vear was Hustrative: °1 offer our natlnrlas
ligned location,”  Ch

the most

rolled out Inmcentdnysa]medar curhing
to tech, a host

nom:

he proclaimed. And Vietnam officlals
deserve a medal for the number of times |
proclaimed atrade-
war victor. Behind all this credential bue-
nishing lorked hard questions:

‘have heard the natlon

America’s desire to curb

phase or part of a rmore lasting change?
President Donald Trump has delivered
at least part of the answer. Try not to be too
distracted by the guessing game about
when or whether the promised tariffs on

Stanbey economists Seth Carpenter and
Reajpeey Sibal wrote in a noteon Sunday. “No
bomgzer will it be good enough for goods to

A shift of this magnimde won't be
executed overnight. China remains the
worlds largest manufacturer and 1s
dependent on exports to keep the rane of
enonomde growth respectahle, particulary
when domestic consumer spending has

the bhig break with
h h

Uber-reglonalism may be the under-
lying trend to keep an eye on, When eco-
nomic historlans chronicle this period,
will they point to Mr Trump's fArstelectlon
I 20067 That 1s what many consider to be
the so-called

had lexd

OPINION 11

Fimanchal Thies this month, "Why kirthe
Ibarharians are only on one side of this ssue
and that somehow people onthe otherside
pushing for hyper-globalisation regardless
of its consequences were somehow dolng
it for everybody's benefit®

There will be caveats to thesa grand

ather

Was

Wy

cative of his current direction. Mr Trump
iz akso calling out Mexioo to refn in impoms.
from China, which have elimbed.
It will marter maore where things are
dependence on - made, not just wherethey transit along the:
supply chalns anchored in China a passing This

Indii- 1and thec

ILLUSTRATION: BIMAY SINHA

As with US, so with India

PLAIN POLITICS
ADIT PHADKIS

elations berween the United

States and India have beena

bject of fevered domestic

paolitics in the past. American critl-
clam of Indla's non-alignment as
“immoral and shortsighted” (1956}
united Parliament behind
Jawaharlal Mehru, Indira Gandhi's
slgning of the Treaty of Peace,
Friendshipand Coopesation withthe
Unlon of Sovlet Sociallst Republics
(LUSSR) in 1971, defindtively tiltng
Indiatothe USSR even as the US was
tilting towards Pakistan, was in part,
a strategic riposte to the leadership
challenge the lady faced in the
Congress after the split of 1962, She
fanned and developed the theme of
animus to the US as “the forelgn
hand”, which became part of the
domestie polithes lexioon in the elec-
thons that followed. The Indo-U%
Clvil Nuclear Agreement (2008}
nearly  brought  down  the
Manmohan Singh government after
the Left pamies withdrew support
because it "1 the sover-

Assembly elections in 2022 and, after
staking claim to the Mehsana Lok
Sabha seat, pulled out of the rmoe Last
vear without giving any reason.

It was with some interest, there-
fore, that people Hstened e him
when he held a press conference,
asking the state government o take
muorecareof thoss depomed from the
Usand brought back in shackles and
chains, Gujaratis are among the
largest number of deportees and a
large complemant among them
comes from his area of influence,
Mehsana. 1 urge the state govern-
ment t see to it thar they are not
harassed,” Patel old local reporters
In oblique criticism of his own gov-
ermment and a possible bid to resus-
citare his political career. The state
government responded by rounding
up “illegal” Bangladeshi immigrants
and sequestering them in camps,
preparatory to sending tham home.

The reaction of the political class
to deportation is interesting, There
are many, including in Gujarat, who
have mo sympathy with the depor-
tees and feed they deserve what s
coming to them. For Instance, Anil
Vi the sormy petrel of Haryana pol-
itics who Is seven-term Bharatiya
Janata Party MLA and minlster and
who has since been served a show-
cause notice for criticlsing Chief
Minkster Nayab Singh Saind, had this
to say: "Every country has the right
todeport illegal immigrants and US
President Donald Trurmp was within
his rights to do so as well”

his views were echoed

elgnty of India's foredgn policy™,
‘Then why is it that the mages of
Indians deported from the US,
shackled and chained, defeared and.
humiliated, are not having thesame
disruptive effect on Indian politcs?
Nitin Patel Is not an unknown in
Guparat politics, even if his fortunes
are currently in eclipse. A former
Gujarar BIP deputy chief minkster
(2016 to 2007 and again from 2007 to
2021), he has been a six-time
member of the Legislative Assernbly,
and has handled various portfolios,
Including finance and revenue, in
the Last 20 vears. He opted out of the

by Former Haryana chief minister
and now Union mindster M L
Khattar, who sakd those wi

ital? You did this o defame Punjab
and Punjabis” Mann said, asking
wiy If they are innocent victims and
not criminals, the Haryana govern-
ment ks using police vans to trans-
port them onwards,

The Oppositon in Gujarar was a
it slow In responding. Last week,
after three rounds of deportees had
already returned home, Congress
MLAs, dressed inblack and chained
o each other outside the Assembly,
reminded {largely) unsympathetic
crowds how the government had
betrayed the interests of those who
had wvoted for them. Congress
workers In Telangana congregated
outside the party office In
Hyderabad, some in handouffs, car-
rying placards thar sald “humans,
not ciminals”. After many rounds
of deportation, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamara Banerjee asked
why Prime Minister Marendra Modi
was not leveraging his friendship
with the US Preskdent to ensure the
depomees were afforded a measure
of dignity. Sanjay Raur of the Uddhay
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena favoured
diract actlon, "The US plane (carry-
ing the shackled deportees) should
not have been allowed totake off and
o back,” he sald.

Parllament has seen its share of
disruption over the fssue, iIncluding
astatement by Minister for External
Affalrs § Jalshankar,

The fact Is, deportation, which
should have been like a cracker
thrown in the midst of routine,
slightly tired politics, has not com-
pelled people to take to the streets,

a country {legally wers "erininals”.

Innelghbouring Punjab, Minister
for Non-Resident Indian Affairs
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal, who
bedongs tothe Aam Asdmi Party, met
the first lot of deportees at the alr-
paet. But airport visits by him and
Chief Minlster Bhagwant Mann have
slnce ceased. Instead, Mr Mann is
asking testily why only Punjaby ar-
ports are belng chosen to dump
deportess. “Why did you choose
Amrisar and not the natonal cap-

Instead, It ks belng used either as an
issue by politiclans to ger even with
the leadership of thelr own party or
by Opposition leaders as a tool o crit-
iclse the government's handling. The
underlying themeof popular discus-
slon ks The deportees rejected the
opportunities India offers and Low-
ared the country's Image abroad. On
this lssue, the government has man-
aged to retain the podirical initlative
which could spur it on o move
swiftly on dolng to ilbegal frmmi grants
in Indiawhat the LS has done to le-
gal Indian immigrants in the LS.

a new degree of trade disrupthon [halwlll
underscore the allure of regional align-
ments, "In the next phase of nearshoring,
we expect pressure to mount for a migra-
don of productive capacity” Morgan

Into China's orbit.

estate crash will take years towork through,
Far the US, it will take time to red
broad base._ [fitcan be done
at all Mexioo and Canada, consequently,
maytm:nmenmimpunammmdcm
ot less. If low-cost, effi-
cient supply chalns that easily pass from
one jurisdiction toanother fall from favour,
this will likely pur a break on disinflaton
for years. Asla s likely 1o be furmther pulled

areal-  talksin1999

Mmlmum Trump,
maximum Modi

Trump isthe insurgent, who sees the career civil servants
as evil. For Modi, the career civil servant represents both

continuity and change

t around the same juncture in history
Arhen Donald Trump has armed Elon
dusk with a Aamethrower o gut his
bureaucracy from inside, the Modi government
has notifled the 8th Pay Commission,
The first is a dramatlc, If chaotic, I

A stunning new and massive bhawan of its own
Inthe OG0 complex by the side of the Jawaharlal
Nehre Stadium. The Delhd Police has a swanky
new "home™ in the heart of Lutyens while retain-
ing lts original one in the ITO area The
Enfiorcament i) had b5 own build-

o minimise government and cut costs. The sec-
ond |s aslgnificant expansion of the government
and wage bills, imed with the 2029 elections.
Bothwon power, more or less, on thesame prom-
ise. We'd prefier MrModi's words: Minimam gov-
EImEnt, MAxinwm governance.

Wou need no better evidence of the dramatic
divergence in the two leaders’ approach 1o gov-
ernance and its costs. Mr Trump is the Insurgent
who sees career civil servants as evil. They are
assured a full career of service, irrespective of
whowins or koses elactlons. They govern, or halp
the government by following
set rubes and norms.

By definition, this calls for
no political or ideclogical boy-
alty. I fact, that ks abeolutely
abharred in this system. In the
Trumplan wview, this is an
ohscenity. It's the unchallenged
relgn of the unelacted, and he
will take no move of i S0, he'll
burn ixdown,

For Mr Modi, the career chvil
SETVANE Tepresents continuity,
changeand loyalty, Thereisno  SHEKHAR GUPTA
redl problem with our admin-
learative structure and personnel as bong as they
adapt with the politics of the day. This ks the rea-
son we've seen the greatest enny afthe
“selected” (by UPSC) bureaucracles in the Modl
erd Theconstiution of the 8th Pay Commission
is just a metaphor. Under My MDdL tha r.'enmal
B has ded ar a breath
pace. For evidence, go for a “before and after™
spin in the lagger New Delhl region (not just the
Luryens Zome) and see how many new
"Bhawans" have come up.

In MrTrump's America, his newly appolnted.
Yederal Burean of Investigation {FEI) chief made
aname fioe hlnmelfbypmmlsmgmtumlhe FBI

Into a museum and
elth.er lay off most of its personnel or scatter them
across the US, especially Alahama. Ir would be
the Indian eguivalent of sending the personnel
of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 1o
Kushinagar or Sonbhacra in UE or maybe Medak
inTelangana o Kurmool in Andhra Pradesh, Bur
see the contrast in Indla.

The Matlonal Investigation Agency (NIA) has

NATIONAL INTEREST

I 1" way better than its original office, in Lok
Kalyan Bhawan, nexx o Khan Market. Lok Kahan
Bhawan, 1o be faly, 1s a sarkari shum, no human
belngs deserve to work there, | am hoping it is
earmarked for demaolidon in the rebuilding of
Lutyens Delhl. The NCRE and BFRED too got
sprawling new headquarters in Mahipalpur, in
2017, The Matlonal Human Rights Commission
Is among those cocupying one of the towers In
the new red sandstone mind-city behind the INA
market, abutting the Barapullah flyover, The
National Green Tbunal is now a massive New
Delhi bureancracy with a bha-
wan of s own on Copernicus
Marg and zonal centres sprout-
Ing across the country. Mobody
would bother a performance
audit on such privileged new
bureaucracies. The state of the
environment, and the impact of
the NGTS, if any, you can see,
feel, and smell for yourself
Similarty, arthe Cantre and in the
states, all relatively new instiou-
tions [not necessarily founded
under the Modi government)
have seen a breathless expan-
slon, and “bhawanisation”. Count the Centeal
Information Commission (the states have thelr
owm), the Lokpal and Lokayuktas in states, and
the many tribunals,

‘Turn your attention w the government being
In bassiness, Baring the sale of Alr India, almost
all Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSEs )
have not only remained intact under the Modi
government, but have also seen massive new
investments with taxpayer money, This year's

has earmarked €5 m]llnn nfequiry 1r|.fu

shom into CPSEs. Attacked by

since the 19808 and champloned the pri-
macy of open markets, devegulation and
less state meddling. This neglects impar-
tant rarkers abong the way that were rch
In symbalism, such as the roting in Seattle
that scuttbed World Trade Organization

Danl Rodrik, an economics professor
ar Harvard University, sees the drive
toward regionalism gaining momentum.
He recently recalled the resistance to his
1997 book Has Globalization Gane Too
Far?. "When | circulated the manuscript
among trade economists. one of them
reacted by saying, you know, all this (s fine,
but don't you think you are giving ammu-
nition to the barbarians,” Rodrik tobd The
Ecomomics Show podeast from  the

themes, and sometimes it's the exceptions
thatshow the rule. Forone thing, the reac-
tlon to ghobalisation has been largely con-
fined to manufactudng, rather than serv-
lces. And the dollar remains the
hegemonic medium of exchange, and US
‘Treasury notes, the prime financial asset.
But for factories, a ransformation s under-
way. There are legitimate arguments about
oo {rwll go, and how to prevent nat lonal
sacurty parners a long way from Morth
Arnerica, like Japan and South Kovea, from.
Ibalng frozen out.

Supply chains have never been static
— they are always evolving. This new
chapter will test thedr durahiliny.

Blovmbery

‘That amounts 1o a neat loss of about $13 wil-
bon, argbout $148 billion inearly doubleof India's
defence budget). Think about what India could
do with that kind of money. Build a full north-
south bullet train? Mulriply several rimes the
amounts pakd in PM Klsan Samman? Or maybe
buy twio squadrons of those F-35s and also have
M Trump smile, And yeu will still have about
$120 billion left. Please do note that while the
Congress has tredidonally bean statist, it's the
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders whose Ervourite
line over the decades has been: Jis desh ka raja
wpepaeri, s ki praja bhikhart (in s nation whose
king s a businessman, the subjects become beg-
gars). In India under Mr Madi, the problem Is
never that there ks wo much government—aor
that there could ever be too much government.
Itisn'tabout the costs edther, That the clvil serv-
bces are unelected is actually seen as a good
thing. ldeological puriry ks ideal, but where it
sn't available, there are always wols o make
civil servants fall in line—whether through
rewards or punishments. The best postings,
empowerment, and if you are really valued, a
life of almost no retirement.

After initially appointing specialists into key
positions — for example, at the Reserve Bank of
Indiz and the Securitles and Exchange Board of
India, we are back to the trusted LAS. The direct
recruitmuent at joint secretary level ks anldeathat
disappeared so fast that we never saw its time
come. There s, however, a brave effort undesway
under econcmist Sanjeev Samyal to at least abol-
Ishawhole bunch of new bodies set wp as sarkari
employment programmes. [t's a good indtiative.
Just note that In our systermn, nobody loses thelr
johs, They just get "reallocated” elsewhere. And
wou know what they've sald forever in Punjabi:
Jetde lahore bhalde, ah Peshavar vi blalde (one
whio's useless In Lahore, In also a disaster in

. The joke |5 on the exchequer.

In the Modi Cabinet, too, the key positions
now, from external affairs to petroleum, rail-
ways, income tax, and more are with former
civil servants. The Modl system's comfort lies
exactly where the Trumpian hate begins, We
aren't saying what's better or worse, because
whi knows where Trump's slash-and-buen will
leave America. We are only making the point
that the Trump and Modi approsches wo bulld-
Ing governance structures stand n stark con-
trast to each other,

mMndn’lslP supportars, Deep State s some
amo iy, incl {ations,
Lafi- acﬂ\dstmrpnmﬂnns and invesions, and also
intelligence proliferations working in cahoots

th them. The Trumplan conceptlon of the
1‘.\eep sure 'by contrast, s the house where

s live, wh tran-

fior “selling out”™ the PSUs, Mr Modi has himself
speken multiple times undertining “how much
better” they've done under hime The Centre just

romised o invest another 11440 crore Inta

scend muliple presidencies and whowon't bend
to politeal will. He mst burn it down Ideally,
he'd do this with his judges o,
MrTrumpand MrModlaretwovery different
lzaders, political mathod

VizzgSteel Plant, which had bean.

satlon list for almost two decades.

Just how well have the CPSEs done? While
thebeoader indices, Nifty and Sensex. have fallen
about 13 per cent from their peaks, the CPSE index
hias erashed — hold your beeath and cry for your
tax money — by about 30 per cent.

and style, It's fasclnating how this reflects in their
view of governance, and move importantly, o
the entity called government. One is wrecking,
while the other continues expanding it.

Byspeciaarrangement with ThePrint

The geography of storytelling

EYE CULTURE

WANITA KOHLI-KHANDEKAR

wery sulky superintendent of
police (5F), Meghna Barua,
Ereet Hathl Ram

Chamkila(Netflix). The list goeson.
The rise of streaming videosince

2006 hasnot r.mlgrcrealed me pan-

Indian filmand

Mumbai, and Chennai. They were
however just that — locations. Wal, in
Fa.r_'t hag dﬂuhl.ed as some North

ndi theother inmamy

—helping

Chowdhury and asslstant commis-
sloner of police Imran Ansarl at
Dimapur alrpore. Barua (Tillotama
Shome) Is miffed at having to haby-
sht the two offlcers from Delhl, where
Jonathan Thom, a major local polit-
cal leader from Magaland, was beu-
tally murdered. Chowdhury (Jaideep
Ahlawar) and Ansarl (Ishwak Singh)
have landed on the day of Thom's
(Kaguirong Gonmel) funeral. Barua,
rightly, anticipates rrouble,
SudipSharma's Paatal Lok (season
2, Amazon Prime Video) s gripping—
superblywritten, cast, and shot_ As it
takesyouthrough the twists and turns
ofthe iInvestigation, you see Nagaland
asvnu hn\lenwe'r seen itbefore, The
landscapes. hopes,

, Tamil, Assamese, and
Bengali cinema, among others—bat
|s alsoenabling us to explore different
parts.of India, rather vicariously, as
the geography of storytelling
expands, Writers and creators are
telling more authentic storles based
Imstates and cltdes that we may not
have seen much of in mainstream
medla, such as Magaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Madhya I'Iad.e!tL or

films, inclusd 2004) and
Omikara (2006h, The place had no role
Inthe story.But the kind of visceral
connection betweenthe story and
the place thar, say, a Paatal Lok 2or
Kolrra have is wonderful.
Ieworks ontwo levels, First, it
exposes Us to a state—its language
and culture—that we know vary little
aboutor have a stereotyplcal image of
inour minds. The only thing Lknew
about Nagaland was that its Hombill

ones that we h
notions about lke Punjab, Delhi,
Haryana, Blhar, Tamil Nadu.

Formany years, films hel

d

Eestival is my aht after,

Howewver, that itis a dry state witha

rpn]ly superb music scene is amnng
. The N

live vicarlously. Zoya Akhtar's
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (2011} was
shotalmost entirely in Spaln, Karan
Johar's My Name i Khan (2000} in

conflicts, culture, and language — all
feel realand accessible. A large partof
the cast s from Magaland, and
Magameselsspoken inalmost all the
scenesshot there,

The first season of Paatal Lak
(2020) was shot extensively in
Chitrakoor. Madhya Pradesh,
bringing the region s language,
politics, and conflictsto life. Rajand
DK's The Family Man, another

Lar showon Prime Video, has
just finished shooting ltsthird season
Inthe Mortheast. The previous
season was sat largely in Chennaiand
&ri Lanka Sharma's Kolirra{Netflix),
‘which will see its second seasonthis
year, was shot entirely in Punjab,
Ddteo for Irntiaz All's Amar Singh

115, large parts of All's Tamasha
(2005) was hased in Corsica. There are
dozens of such examples — some
becausethestory demanded it, some
dueteco-productl ies and the

pecple's mmmandnf}_nghsh Is
superh, of course, bur most of them
understand Hindi zswelland are as
plugged into popular culre as
anyoneelse. A few hours of footage
onthe-behind-the-scenes of the
show itselfis very revealing.
Merenla Imsong, [whn pJa'ys Rose
Lizn) i ffarvescent |

Incentivesthey offer, and others
slmply foratouch of exotica. Yash
Chopra, who gaveus gritty dramas
such as Deewar (1975) and Kaala
Pagthar{1979), was famous for
shooting many of his popular songs
InSwitzerland, These movies
becamea trigmer for tourism to
those countries,

But whenever the story was based
InIndia, Almmakers usually smeckro
studios in Mumbal, Chennal or

and actorwho playsa addict and

Sinner ain’t sinning?

YES, BUT...
SANDEEP GOYAL

nnik Sinner has won the
J;asl two tennls Grand
Slams. but less than a
muonth after his Australian Open
victory, he s the talk of tennds
for a different reason: Agreeing
to a dopdng deal that has led to
a three-month ban. Sinner
endorses many brands, includ-
Ing Guccl, Rolex, Nike, Lavazza,
La Roche-Posay. and De Ceceo,
Despite the ban, not one of these
brands has withdrawn its spon-
sorship of the “tainted” Sinner.
In stark contrast, tennis star
Maria 5h lost several

key character in the story, LC
Lekhose, whoplays Reuben Thom,
the hot-headed but kind-hearted son
of Jonathan, is pitch perfect. That
then isthe second thing. A visceral
story connection with the lecation
spreads opporrunities, reduces costs,
and brings so much colour toshows
and films that are fighting forthe
artention of one of the most over-
serwdcnnsumersln history. Letus

3 . The few |
have been wsed conslstently are
Kashmir, Wal in Maharashtra,

those please.

htepegrwitter.comyvamitakoflik

major sponsors after admitting
that she failed a drug test at the
Australlan Open, back in
January 2016, The former world
champlon had been the highest-

much as 370 million, including
royalties. Porsche "suspended™
any further collaborations; lux-
ury watchmaker TAG Heuer
whose conteact had run out in
end-2015 declded not to renew.
Danone, the owner of Evian
water, said that it was "sur-
prised” by the positive drug test
buz stopped shor of cutting thes
‘with Sharapova.

The response of Sinner's
sponsoTs has been very muted.
Mo withdrawals, no cancella-
thons, no negative vibes arall. It
seams business as usual,

Sponsors seem to have
accepted, without  demur,
Slnner's explanation that traces
of elostebol — & banned anabo-
le sterold — had entered his
system through inadvertent
contamination from his physio
during & massage.

Sinner's team stressed that
they had sclentific feedback that
this was not a case of intentional
doping, including micro-dosing.
The Waorld Anti-Doping Apency
(Wada) seemed to grudgingly
accept it. Sponsors too chose to
tamely by the explanation, And
Slnner seems to have gomen off
with a Falrly light sentence, and
with no damage to his lucrative

d deals.

paid e athlete in the world
for 11 years i a row till then: She
earned $29.7 million in 2015 —
including $23 million from
endorsaments and appearances,
Mike quickly cuttles with the 28-
year-old star. Her eight-year
contract with Mike, extended In
2010, was sald to be worth as

When Canadian track star
Een Johnson won gold in the
100m at the Olympic Games in
Seaul, he not only established a
new world record but also
defearted his American rival, Cadl
Lewis, Then Johnson tested pos-
Itive for the sterold stanozolol.

He had to return his gold medal,
which then went to Lewis.
Johmson had dizedng fame and
million-dollar promotional deals
before his fortunes reversed.
Argentinian seccer player Diego
Maradona. who'd led his team to
victory in 1986 World Cup, tested
positive for five different varl-
ants of ephedrine at the 1994
‘World Cup. Though he'd been
suspended for 15 months in 1991-
92 due to cocalne use, Maradona
had lost 26 pounds to get ready
for the tournament. He was
promptly tossed out of the com-
petition. While his career lasted
a few more years, he never
played for Argentina again.
American  cyclist  Lance
Armstrong won seven Tour de
France titles in a row from 1959
to 2005 In January 2013,
Armatrong confessed to Oprah
Winfrey that he'd been doping
fior all of his Tour de France wins.
Doping has demolished many a
SUperstar over the years.
Which brings us back to
where we started: Why are spon-
sors getting =o tolerant of the
usage of Peds (performance
enhancing drugs? Sinner used
the "plausible deniability™ argu-
ment and blamed it on his team
{a massage from the physio in
this case). Wada decided o
accept Sinners explanation,
that the presence of the closte-
bol did not artificially enhance
the Itallan's performance and
that its use was not intentlonal.
His punishment? A mere three-
month ban. Why? Because

Sinner was found to bear "no
fault or negligence” and cleared
of anywrongdoing, and avodded
along doping ban_ Sponsors too
seemed to have swallowed the
findings, hook, line, and sinker,

The only explanation w the
soft-pedalling by the sponsors
can perhaps be attributed vo the
fact that substance abuse voday
has many shades, Alengthy six-
year ban was handed out to
Spanish skater Laura Barquera
after she tested positive for the
anabolic clostebol, the same
substance that earned Sinner a
three-month suspension. The
Wada explanation was that
Barquers's version of how the
substance entered her system
was unconvincing in light of the
evidence. S0 Intent has begun
to overshadow content.

India thankfully has not had
many commerclally valuable
spomstars stripped because of
doping. Prithvl Shaw was glven
an elght-month suspension by
the Board of Control for Crickat
in India in 201% for a doping
offence. The cricketer later
explained that the banned sub-
stance entered his body due to
acough syrup.

The Sinner eplsode should
nevertheless put Indian spon-
sors on high cautlon mode —
what If a top cricketer with mul-
tiple endorsements gets into
doping trauble? Improbable per-
haps, but not impossible.

Theauthoris chairman of
Redifficsion



