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lessons

for rare e neies
T he grim footage of a Boeing 737-800 slid-

ing across the rumway at Muan airport, o

end as a freball extinguishing 179 lives,
will forever be a reminder of an air crash that
holds important lessons for everyone from air-
port authorities to aviation regulators to aidine
pilots, Jeju Air flight TC2216, on a scheduled Aight
from Thailand's Suvarnabhumi airport, was on
approach to Muan international airport in South
Korea's southwestern corner after air traffic con-
trol cleared its landing on the single runway.
There was also a caution of bird activity. The air-
field’s environs - an oceanic setting, with also
some wetland - are known to host a variety of
avian life. The airport uses non-kethal and lethal
bird seare techniques during operating hours,
From that point on, the aireraft transitioned from
what seemed a stable approach to a phase of mul-
tiple issues, with "maycay, mayday, mayday, bird
hit" being one such call by the crew who were in
apparent distress. The go d and su

2024 — the politics of singularity and beyond

he year 2024 began with the
nauguration of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, which was a culmination,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said at the event, of a long
anticipation, "We have waited for 500 years,” he
said, As 2005 begins, we see the Rashtriva
msevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat
resistance from co-travellers of the Sangh
Parivar for emphasising the singularity of
Ayodhya for Hindutva, “The Ram temple was a
matter of faith and Hindus felt that it should be
built... Raising issues about some new sites out of
hate and enmity is unacceptable,” Mr. Bhagwat
had said on December 20, 2024, responding to
several claims over more religious places, Many
allies of the Parivar questioned this premise soon
after, and asserted that a reclamation of all
alienated Hindu sites was non-negotiable. What
we are witnessing is a conflict between the Sangh
Parivar's desire to stabilise itself as the natural
platform of governance and the power of the
politics it created which is increasingly not in its
contral, It is the politics of anticipation, which
ignores culmination.
Parties that and leaders who mobilise people
to qucstlurl the existing order through civil

landing have led aviation experts to raise ques-
tions about the responses by the crew and also
that of air traffic control. The touchdown, with
the landing gear up, had the crippled craft hur-
tling on its fuselage and engines, and impacting a
concrete structure at the rumway end housing
erucial ground-based landing aids. In focus is the
‘unusual concrete wall’, which the Korean auth.
orities have said is found in other airports in Ko-
rea’, and was built according to the country’s
code. Whmhm' this follows ICADS Annex 14
! 1 will need i i

Some an:ld.cm investigators have called this the
key factor that trumped operational safety, over-
whelming the ‘flapless gearless’ landing.

The accident, South Korea's worst in decades,
comes amidst a political crisis. However, the new
acting President, Choi Sangmok, seems to be
steering the response with a task force in place
and the authorities having been instructed to re-
view aviation operations and inspect aitine
fleets. The Ministry of Transport's highlighting of
several issues would need a thorough probe, es
pecially with representatives from the US's
NTSB, the FAA, and the aircraft manufacturer,
Boeing, on board, Boeing will again find the spot-
light back on its workhorse, the 737, While the ac-
cident is the first for Jeju Air, a popular 41§et bud-
get airline, air safety in South Korea is generally
considered to be of industry best practice. Every
accident has its lessons, and for India two, with
air travel on the rise, there must be a thorough re-
view of every aspect of crew training as well as of
rumway safety at its 157 operational airports,

Stay out

Any external interference in Georgia

will entail great harm
of Mikheil lashwili, a

former foothall player, as the President of

Georgia, could deepen the political crisis
in the Cawcasian country which has seen backto-
back street protests and crackdowns. Mr. Kave-
lashvili, a conservative leader and a critic of the
West, was opposed by the country's opposition
and his predecessor Salome Zourabichvili. Ms.
Zourabichvili, who had said earlier that "there
would be no inauguration” of Mr. Kavelashvili,
announced her leaving office “voluntarily”, slam-
ming his swearing in as "a parody”. She later
joined opposition protests outside Parliament.
The latest spell of the crisis goes back to the Oc
tober legislative elections. The ruling conserva-
tive Georgian Dream party, with a foreign policy
that was sceptical of the West and a call for stron-
ger ties with Russia and China, won. The opposi-
tion, which siid the elections were fraudulent,
demancded a re-election, but the Georgian Dream
went ahead with government formation. Among
those who dencunced the legitimacy of the elec
tions was the prowestern Ms, Zourabichvili, A
sitting President's support for anti-government
protests challenging the veracity of the polls was
a testimony to the deep political divisions. But
undeterred, the ruling party picked Mr. Kavelash:
vili a5 President under a new system of electoral
college, consisting of lawmakers from Parliament
and other regional and local assemblies.

The crisis in Georgia looks like a political tug of
war between a ruling party and its opponents,
But the actual situation is more complicated. Ge-
orgia, a former Soviet Republic, is strategically
important, sharing a border with Russia. In
2008, manths after it was promised NATO mem-
bership, Russia imvaded it in the name of defend-
ing two breakaway regions. Leaders in Thilisi
have generally been pro-western. But this trend
changed with the rise of Georgian Dream, found-
ed in 2012 by billionaire businessman Bidzina
Tvanishvili. Thilisis rapprochement with Moscow
was not received well in western capitals, When
allq;d.huns of election fraud cmcrg:r] the West

y backed the opposition. In Novern-
ber, amid t:nslulls with the West, the Georgian
government suspended talks to join the EU until
2028, triggering more street protests, reminis-
cent of the 2004 pro-western Maidan protests in
Ukraine. Last week, the LS. imposed sanctions
on Mr. vanishvili, Georgia's rulers say the West is
pushing the country into a conflict with Russia
which they do not want. They also point out that
the country’s Constitutional Court has rejected a
lawsuit filed by Ms. Zourabichvili, seeking the an-
nulment of the election results. Georgia's politi-
cians should resolve the differences among them-
selves, They should be mindful of the tragedy of
Ukraine and seek common ground in bringing
the political crisis to an end. The best external
players can do is to stay out of Georgia's politics.

e, and even sabotage, want order,
discipline and hierarchy as soon as the set goal is
achieved. The lwnding]:ad.crsot'lh: Republic
said, as soon as Independence was won, that
there would be no place for civil disobedience
any more. But then, new political ideas and new
political entrepreneurship come into play, and
new movermnents take shape.

‘On anticipation

Looking forward is a more evocative act for the
human mind than looking back, psychological
experiments reported in the Jowrnal of
Experimental Psychology suggest, People relate
more intensely to emotional events that are
expected in the future than those that happened
in the past. Anticipation of something - it could
even be a negative thing - is more engaging than
retrospection about a past event. But for the
human bias for anticipation in comparison with
retrospection, there would be no yearning for
progress, and there would be no politics or
religion. It is antidpation that drives political and
religious action (for instance, Christians wait for
the second coming of Jesus), and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BIP) has used this psychology to the
maximum benefit. Ram Lalla Avenge, Bhavya
Mandir Banavenge (roughly translated as, Infant
Ram will arrive, the majestic temple will be built)
was the slogan of the Ayodhya movement; the
slogan that catapulted it as the dominant party in
2004 was ‘Achehey Din Aaney Waley Hain - Good
elays are arriving'. Anticipation is set against the
backdrop of retrospection in political campaigns

The RSS does
not want any
more
mandir-masjid
dispures:
however, the
plitics of
anticipation ks
now
AULONOMOLS

= what is coming is to reclaim, avenge orfand
change the past. The intense emotional energy of
the masses behind the Ayodhya agitation was
built on an extracrdinary
anticipation-retrospection frame. The are of time
it praposed to cover was five centuries into the
past and a millennivm into the future, in contrast
with the five-year terms of governments.
Speaking at the inauguration of the temple, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said it was the beginning
of an epoch of 1,000 years.

Claim of singularity, election results

The temple inauguration was suggested as a
moment of singularity of space, time and
community. “The temple has been built where
we had resolved to build it,” Yogi Adityanath said,
alluding to another slogan that had animated its
supporters since the 19805 — “mandir wahin
banayenge”. This meant the temple would be
built at the exact spot believed to be the
birthplace of Lord Rama, replacing a masjid that
stood there. Ayodhya was to be to the Hindu
nation what Mecca is to Muslims, and Jerusalem
is to the Jews and Christians. “All roads lead to
Ayodiya,” said Yogi Adityanath. “All minds are
united in the thought of Sri Ram.™ Now that its
palitical power is consolidated, the RSS possibly
wants to bring the revolution to an end, and
establish order. “There is no need to look for a
shivling in every mosque,” Mr. Bhagwat had
already said in 2022,

But this claim of singularity was challenged,
during the 2024 general election by a new
anticipation that swelled among the subaltern
caste groups, The fear that the BJP might use any
massive parliamentary majority to roll back the
reservation policy of the country by amending
the Constitution spread like wildfre in the
heartland of Hindutva, and stopped the BIP short
of a majority in the Lok Sabha. The retrospective
component in this context is the history of caste
oppression. A temple was meant to unite all
minds, but the fear of reclamation of the old
social order through an end o reservation drove
many subaltern voters away from the party.

Though the BP tripped on the caste quota
question in the general election, it remained
largely in control of the narrative in 2024. The
party’s expansive anticipation-retrospection
plane that spans centuries, allows it to sidestep
the 'promise vs performance’ parsdigm that traps
incumbents between two consecutive elections.
All Opposition parties are caught in an extremely
unfwvourable anticipation-retrospection frame —
for instance, a plurality of voters in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar appear to be fearful of the return of the
Samajwadi Marty and Rashtriya Janata Dal,
respectively. Looking forward, and looking back
far enough, the voters could be inclined towards
the BJI than its opponents, and this is

particularly true for the Congress. Though the
party has been out of power for 10 years in Delhi
and more in States such as Gujarat, it is seill
bearing the burden of its eardier decades in
power. Its retrospective political capital, as the
party of the freedom struggle, has long been
exhausted, and its call for a national caste census
has created no intense anticipation among the
target group, [n the retrospective frame for the
Congress, vaters see the Emergency, the 1962 war
with China, and the dynasty, but not the
agricultural revolution or the communication
revolution. Though 2024 was a bad year for
incumbents worldwide, the BIP and Mr. Modi
fared quite well. Anti-incumbency is stronger
against the Opposition parties, it appears. The
BJP won a third consecutive term at the Centre,
baut with reduced strength, and it has managed to
stay in power in the two crucial States of
Maharashtra and Haryana, in the recent
Assembly elections.

Parties and their challenges
The capacity of the RSS/BJP to sketch out a
retrospection-antici pation plane comes from a
illis to constantly i t. The BJP
recovered from the sethack in Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra in the general election and launched
a new campaign of Hindu unity - to
atenge, i.e., divided (along caste lines), you will
be slaughtered’, and ek hein to safe hei, i.e., you
are safe when you are united”. It went on an
owverdrive to reassure the OBC/Dalit voters that
reservation would never cease. Meanwhile, its
opponents lulled themselves in trinmphalism and
complacency after the general election and failed
to interpret the results correctly in order to build
on them. The party that won the 2024 elections
went back to its constituents in panic mode; and
the ones that lost went into a prolonged season of
self-congratulation. The sethack to the BIP in the
peneral election, in hindsight, was more an
irritant in the long arc of Hindutva than a
fupture.

But that does not mean the BJP can take its
popularity or success for granted. Hinduism,
unlike monotheistic religions, promotes
multiplicity and circularity and has an innate
resistance to singularity — of fith, leader or even
pod. For the Sangh Parivar, the challenge at the
beginning of 2025 — which is also the 100th year
of the RSS — lies in taming the mutinous
anticipation among its supporters who are
searching for new sites to project it; and the
ansxdety among the subaltern social groups about
its bong-term plans for oneness, For the Congress,
thie challenge is to build a politics of anticipation,
and shift the retrospection frame of the public o
a favourable angle.

vargheseq@thhindi.cobn |

COP29, climate finance and its optical illusion

change negotiation since the lunching of

the United Kations-led climate change
negotiations in 1991, producing the United
Nations Framework Comvention on Climate
Change (UNFCOC) 1992, Article 4 (7) of the
UNFCCC clearly says "that the extent to which the
developing country Party will be fulfilling their
climate action commitments is contingent on
b much finance and technology they get from
developed country Parties™.

The Paris Agreement retains, in Article (1),
the provision relating to finance, binding the
developed countries to mobilise finance for the
developing countries. The sixth assessment
report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) has described finance,
capacity-building and a transfer of technology as
critical enablers of climate action in developing
mumm:s in the barJocImp of anthropogenic

F inance has been a major point of climate

le foor 107
C:I:usul'\lmmg (,dbD’cl"\l"ldt it wasin
1350-1900) in 200120
Falling short

In pursuance of their responsibility, the
developed countries agreed in 2009 that they
wonlld collectively mobilise $100 billion a year by
2020. The $100 billion mark, met by the
developed countries only in 2022, does not
match the growing needs of climate finance
carresponding to the developing countries’
nationally determined contributions (NDCs).

Second, the mark has been considered in
many reports to be wellshort of estimated
finance to fund the actions needed across
different sectors to keep the average global
temperature rise within 1.5° Celsius by the end of
this century. The Z9th Conference of the Parties
(COP 29) meeting at Balu, Azerbaijan, in
Nevernber 2024, was meant for the Parties to the
Paris Agreement to have a New Collective
Quantified Goal on Climate Finanee (NCOG),
replacing a $100 billion floor and laying a new
Hloor taking into sccount the needs and the

Anwar Sadat

teaches international
environmental law at
the Indian Saciety of
International Law

The scale and
the quality of
climate finance
need to be
raised, with
sincere efforts
helng made to
have a coherent
climate finance
architecture

in place

priorities of developing countries to tackle the
dlimate crisis.

In response to persistent demand by all the
major negotiating groups belonging to the
developing south that the developed north
mohilise §1.3 trillion by 2030, the developed
north agreed to release only $300 billion per year
by 2035 The $300 billion mark ignores the
estimation by the UNFCOC's Standing Committee
on Finance (SFC) relating to the annual financial
needs of developing countries, which it derived
from their NDCs, As in the SFCs estimation, the

further depletion, which led to setting up of a
multilateral fund of $240 million, inchiding an
additional 880 million for use in India, China and
other eligible kowincome Parties. During COP29,
India specified that the new floor should mobilise
$1.3 trillion by 2030, of which at least $600
billion should come in the form of grants and
concessional resources. On other major agenda
itemns, mitigation work programme, just
transition work programme dl'ld GST, India’s

tative called for an 0

financial needs stand at between $455
billion-§584 billion. Even these igures cover
around half of the 5,760 costed and non-costed
needs identified by 98 developing countries in
their NDCs (Third Report of the Independent
High-level Expert Group on Climate Finance,
November, 2024).

The decision on the NOQG makes reference to
the financial needs of those particularly
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate
change such as the least developed countries
(LDC) and small island developing states (SIDS).
But the NOQG does not make minimum allocation
floors for the LDCs and SIDS.

During the meeting, the Alliance of Small
Island States demanded the allocation of $39
billion for SIDS while the LDC demanded at beast
$220 billion for them. It appears that the
first-ever Global Stocktake (GST) in consonance
with the Paris Agreement in 2023 also failed in
influencing the cause of loss and damage concern
in the NCQG. In the GST estimation, economic
costs are estimated to reach $447 billion-S894
billion per year by 2030,

India and the NCOQG

India’s perspective on the delivery of climate
finance from the developed north to the
developing south is derived from equity frame
expressed in the principle of commaon bue
differentiated responsibility and respective
capability. It is notable that India joined the
Montreal Protocol to protect the ozone layer from

provisioning of inance and other means of
implementation to fulfil them. India's submission
of NDC next year is contingent on a decision
relating to finance (Earth Negotiations Bulletin-,
November 22, 2024).

India has expressed its extreme
disappointment on the adoption of the NCQG in
its present form, shape — which was without its
consultation. It made serious objections against
the COP29 presidency and the Secretariat in the
way it was finalised — which is at the expense of
trust, collaboration and in c ion of the
UNFCOC's norm, on an issue which is a creation
of the developed north but which affects
developing countries more. India outrightly
rejected the NCQG. It also added that this NCOG
expects the developing world to mobilise
resources, [n India's view, the paltry sum will
influence the ambition and the implementation
of its NDC.

What the developed north must do
The pith and substance of the Paris Agreement
are the NDCs. In expecting the developing south
o bnng uut m.um ambitious N DCm:ld.um; tuthe
i house gases and imipl

the same cﬂmrw:ly. it is equally important on the
part of the developed north to raise their scale
and quality of climate finance and also make
sincere efforts in putting in place a coherent
climate finance architecture,

This will ensure adequate, directly accessible
and affordable climate inance to the developing
countries.

LETTERS TO TH

Manmohan Singh

A truly fitting tribute to
former Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh would
involve bath the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the
Congress setting aside their
differences to honour his
legacy. Dr. Singh, a paragon
of statesmanship, and
known for his calm
demeanour and unwavering

EDITOR

. Nagarajan,
Chennai

commitment to the nation,
deserves commemoration
that reflects his stature. A
powerful demonstration of
respect would be for each
politician who has publicly
lauded Dr. Singh to pledge
to emulate one of his
admirable qualities in their
own service to the country.

THE I~

During my years

often played the

had the privilege of
participating in the Model
United Nations, where |

Singh. While researching his
life and work, | was deeply
inspired by his humility,
wisdom and statesmanship.
[Dr. Singh is a shining
example of how education
can be a transformative tool

— nat only for individuals
but also for society as a
whole. He stands as a
testament to the power of
knowledge and character in
shaping history. | am

in college, |

part of Dr.

The passing of Dr. Singh
ends an extraordinary
chapter in India's political
and economic narrative. As
a statesman par excellence,
he leaves behind a legacy

unwavering dedication to
public service, his profound
economic acumen, and his
humble demeancur. History
will judge him kindly, for he
exemplified the best of

confident that history will that transcends politics and | India's spirit.

remember him with the economics, embodying the R. Slwakumar,

kindmness and the respect value of humility, integrity Chennai

that he truly deserves. and dedication to the Letters ernailed to
Harmanbeer Singh Waralch, nation. His life and caraer lettersirthehindu.coin
Ludhiana, Purjal were miarked by his st carry the full address.
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The geopolitics of platform-publisher tussles

ast month, The Australio
Today's eovernge of
External Affairs Minister

S, Jaishankir's visit was
liscussed less for its substance
and more Tor belng Inaceessible
an Facebook in Canada, Coming
wn the back of diplomatic tensions
Ihetwesn Incia and Canada, were
Mr, Jadshankars interview and
Jodnt press conference, covered in
The Australia Today, inaccessible
in Canada due to o nadge by the
Trudeaw government ? Or was it
part of Meta's strategy to block
news on sockal media platforms in
Canala?

Some argue that this s a
casualty of Canada's approach to
mbtgate asymmetrles between
all-pervasive platforms, such as
Facebook and Google, and news
publishers, such as The Australio
Toduay. The Blackeut has less o do
with the politics of forelgn policy
and more to do with the politics of
Meta's corporate strategy. Mostly,
At has to do with the geopoliteal
ramifications of developments in
Canada's media policy.

Lat's start with the actors
imvolved. Platforms facilitate
publishers to reach a very lange
ansclience, and publishers offer
platforms a siream of content o
incessantly engige users, In this
seemingly symbiotic relationship,
wnly plathorms know the true
popularity of the news distributed
to their users and therefore, the
incremental advertising revenues
trleklng in from the content
produced by publishers, Platforms
are akso known to change the
metries to gauge popularity and
anslience preference, These
problems radse questions about
transparency, accountability, and
parfty In the dealings between
platforms and publishers.

Governing frenemies

In June 2023, Canada devised o
bargaining framework for
platforms to duly remunerate
news autlets, Thee resultant Online
News Act (ONA) sought to protect
publishers from bosing income
tthat is justifinbly due tw themn from
Meta and Alphabet, These
platforms are legally obliged to
fashion commercial agreements

b
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IF our current
policy paralysis
continues, India’s
news outlets will
contine  be
devold of fair
shares of online
rising
revenues, and
vulnerable 1o the
whims of
Alphabet and
Mety

il

with one or a group of publishers.
If elther party disagrees, a
bargaining process ensues with
the Invalvement of a mediator. 1F
o agreement s arrived at despite
this, each party can propose a
Ffinal offer, and an arbitration
panel Is empowered to choose
which odfer beeomes Binding,

Canada was the second country
tovmewve on this matter, after the
Australian initiative of 2021,
kenvwm as the ‘Bargaining Code'.
While concerns over the inancial
health of Tocal news websies led
t thee enactment of the ONA, the
Bargaining Code has been
criticised for legitimising a
mechanism that safeguards the
Interests of glants in the news
business. After indtial opposition,
Meta and Google negotiuted deals
with mamy, but not all, Australian
news outhets,

In Canada, Google compied
with the ONA by agreeing to pay
publishers and journalist
assochutions, Meta adopted o
contrary route: from August 2023,
It foreclosed news offerings on its
platforms, Facebook and
Instagram, in Canaca, However,
web pages of journalists can still
be accessed on both pldorms.

Sinee the ONA does not define a
news website, Meta decides which
15 news site and which is an
opinlon or community sie, For
Instance, Baes, & Canada-based
news outlet catering to the Punjabi
and Sikh dinspora, was
Innccessible for o while on
Facebook and Instagram, After it
switched to Substack, a
subseription-based pladform, and
rechristened defined hself a
‘eommunity page’, Baas became
wisible on both platforms.

Interrupting global flows
Following the uproar over Mr,
Jaishankar's interview, Meta
makntained that it blocks news In
Canadka, irrespective of its
peographical origins, However, the
wditor of The Australia Today
pointed out that prior o the
Interview, the content of the site
was visible, suggesting that Meta
restricted the site around the Hme
the interview was posted. Such
experiences render Meta

vulnerable to criticism of selective
complianee with the ONA,

The unavaklabilicy of the
Jakshankar interview on Facehook
in Canacka also uncorks the
geopolitieal ramifications of

The pulls and pushes in J&K

Despite the LGS posturing, Omar Abdullah is seckin

o recomcile with Delhi

STATE OF PLAY

Deerzada Ashig

Veoraa

natbonal medin policy. K
in Australia, Canida, and
Indonesia have tackled the
imbalances berween platforms
and publishers, as seen in their
respective news markets,
Consequently, they vary In
normative considerations, policy
priorities, and instiutional design,
Reeently, Australia disineentivised
platforms which refrain from, or
o not renew, agreements with
publishers, Its News Bargaining
Ineentivee (NBI policy proposes to
penalise platforms hirvesting
revenue of $250 million and more
and fudling to Analise agreements.
This Is o ensure, Infer alta, that
Meta does not replay its Canadian
strategy in Australia, since earlier
this year, it had announeed plans
to discontinue paying news outlets
there, What is interesting bs that
the NEI also incentivises platforms
Iy odfsetting payments to
publishers against some of their
fiscal labilities in Australia,

How s Incia tackling
publisher-plathorm asymmetries?
Since 2022, the Competition
Commission has been inguiring
mto the conduet of platforms,
Tollowring pleas by news
assoctations, We don’t know if
their efforts factor in geopolitcal
dimensions of the matter, IF the
pelicy paralysis continues, India’s
news outlets will comtinue to be
levaid of fulr shares of online
acbvertlsing revenues, and
vulnerabile to the whims of the
Alphabet-Meta duopoly.

Meanwhile, structural
censorship, seen in the Jalshankar
interview case, could recur, 1t will
proliferste i Meta replicates its
Canadian strategy in the UK.,
South Africa, and Germany, where
fair compensation regulations are
ey evolved, I so, interviews by
Indian Ministers to news outhets in
those countries will be
inaccessible on Metw's platforms
there, Therefore, policy pundis
st welgh in urgently on fulr
Compensation,

cadn

he first elected govern-
T ment of the fveyear-

ald Union  Territory
(UT) of Jammu and Kashmir
seems o be struggling o setike
even more than two maonths
after coming to power, The all-
powerful Lieutenant  Gover-
nor, Manoj Sinha, one of the
Few paliticians o occupy the
seat in J&K, and Chief Minister
Ormar Abdullah, the Natbonal
Conference (NC) leader who ls
riding high on his second best
electoral victory in the past
three decades, have been at
loggerheads in the last fow
weeks,

It s becoming more and
mare evident that Raj Bhavan
andl the Chief Minister's Office
A0 0L JUSE WD POwer centres
but two different ideological
forces. On November 27, Mr,
Sinha paid tribute (o former
Finanee Minister, Girdhari Lal
Dagra, on his 37ih death anni-
versiary. Speaking at a well-at-
tended function, Mr, Sinha re-
membered Dogea, & former
WO leader from Jammu, as a
“multifaceed  personality
who contributed immensely
o the wellare of poor and
marginalised sections of our
society”, However, just about
wweek lnter, he tarned dewn o
proposal by NC to relnstate an
official holiday marking the
birth anniversary of Sheikh
Muhammad  Abdullah,  the
Founder of NC. He also decid-
ed against paying tribute or s
sudrg a customary message for
the keader, who ratified the In-
strument of Accession with In-
i in 1948,

Aer assuming office in
2020, the LG had dropped
Shelkh  Muhammad - Abxdul-
Lah's birth and death anndver-
sary from the officlal holiday
bist and instead ncluded Do-
gra monarch Maharaja Harl

Singh's birthday, Abdullah re-
presented the progressive de-
maocratle forces of predM7
who revelted against Singh.

In fact, most elected Bharas
v Janata Parry (BIP) leaders
prefer w seek the LG's inter-
VENLan on governance issues
rather than the Chief Minis-
ter's Office. The tenslon bet-
ween the Baj Bhavan and the | the
Chief Minister's Office is also
evident Fram the fact that Mr,
Sinha and Mr. Abdullah are
yet to be seen together at any
public or official function, ex.
cept the swearlngin ceremo-
my and the J&K Assembly,

The absence of business
rules hus mide matters worse,
The Jammu and Kashmir Re-
organisation Act, 2009, gives
power to the LG to make rules
with the “wid and advice of the
Council of Mindsters”, Howey.
er, the process is yet to be fi-
nalised and has  impacted
Bovermanee,

In the absence of business
rules, the LG decision w un-
Haterally extend the terms of
two vice chancellors of two
universities ralsed eyebrows
in the Chief Minister’s Office,
which sald that the LG office
was “dumping the institution
of consultation”, NC legislator
and former High

mandate has to be respected
and the institution of consulta:
thons must b n place”,
Earlier last month, Mr. Ab-
dullah’s decision to retain ad-
vocate D.C, Raina as Advocate
Gaeneral of [&K was shot down
by Raj Bhivan, Similarly, the
LG mowe to transter Vishesh

Mahajan, o J&K Administrative
Service officer, as director of
tourism was not accepted by
the Chiel Minister's Office,
Such titfor-tats have become
the new normal in a reglon
that requires a delicate han-
dling of situathons, given the
sense of alienation on the
ground. The friction may also
cast a shadow on the people's
growing faith in the clectoral
process,

With the LG also invaking
Artlele 311 o terminate two go-
vernment employees for "an-
tinational”  activitles,  the
spuce for Me Abdullah has
been squeezed farther, In fict,
his party had promised to re-
view such cases in its manifes.
o, Balds agalinst suspects from
Mational  Investigation
Agency and the JEK Police
spreading  “mulicious, sedi-
tious propaganda® have also
gadned pace, The LG controls
Law anel order in J&K.

Facing a formidable LG,
wha s resetting the rules of
bath governance and politics
in J&K, Chief Minister Abdul-
lah is repositoning himsell,
He has sought to tread the
path of reconciliation  bet
ween Srinagar and New Delhi,
Mr. Abdullah has met tf -I:T
leadership of the BIP, inchd-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minkster Amit
Shah, and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, and pleaded
ill;l.-‘uaur for Full Statehood for

Recently, he said that the
Congress will have to justify its
leadership role in the INDIA
bloc, instead of "taking it for
granted”, He also dismissed
the Congress's objections o
electronle voring machines,
arguing that the party's stance
om the issue is Inconsistent, He
also prafsed the Central Vist
project in the capital.

These remarks reflect Mr,
Abdullah's attempt to position
hlmself as a ratlonal and prag-
matie politician wheo is ready
o engage with New Delhi.

suirt judpge

India among 25 nations with high religious restrictions

Pakistan, France, Israel, Nigeria, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives were also part of that list

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

nan index measuring reli-
0 glon-related hostilivies for

2022, India scored  the
highest among 198 natlons, ac-
cording to a report recently pus
blished by the Pew Research Cens
ter. A higher seore on the soclal
hestilithes Index (SHI indicates
greater levels of religion-related
harassment, mob violence, tereo-
rism, milliant sctlvity, and con-
flicts over religious comversions or
the use of religious symbaols and at-
thre. India seored 9.3 on a seale of
10 om the SHI. Scores above 7.2 are
considered 'very high',

The report also assessed couns
trles based on the government's
restrictions on religion, using the
povernment  restrictions  index
(GRIY. The GRI mensures lws, pol-
fcles, and actlons that regulate or
limie religious beliefs and practic.
es. These include policies banning
particular beliefs or practices, the
unedual gramting of benefits wo cer-
tain religious groups, and burea-
eratic rules recuiring  religious
Eroups to reglster to access bene-
fits. Inclia had o "high® GRI score of
6.4 out of 10 in 2022, Scores above
6.6 are classified as ‘very high'.

Chart 1 plots the GRI (horlzon-
tal axis) and SHI (vertical axis)
seores of 198 countries for 2022,
The higher a couniry Is on the
ehart, the more it experiences reli-
glon-related hostilities by non-go-
vernment players. The farther w
the right, the more government
restrictions there are on relighions,

Only 12% (25 countries) had
“high' or ‘very high® GRI scores and
SHI seores in 2022 India, Nigeria,
Syria, Pakistan, Irac, Egypt, Al
ghanistan, lsrael, Libya, Palest:
mian territories, Ukraine, Bangla-
desh, France, Jordan, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Somalia, Tunisia, Indone:
sim, Yemen, Laos, Nepal, Algeria,
Maldives, and Armenda. In about

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The 2@ Pyinb,

FIFTY YEARS AGOD JANUARY 1, 1975

G2% of the countries, Inchuding Ca-
nada and South Korea, the GRI
and SHIscores were 'low” or ‘mexd-
erate’, In 16% of the countries, the
GRI was 'very high' or "high', but
the SHI was ‘low’ or ‘moderate’;
these include Cuba and China, In
109 of eountries, the GRIwas ‘low’
or ‘moderate’, but the SHI was
“high' or ‘very high'. These include
Brazil and the Philippines,

The number of countries with
“high” or “very high' GHI scores
rose 1o 59 (30% af 198 countries) in
2022 from 55 in 2021 (Chart 2), In
2007, when the Inclex was started,
only 40 nations (20%) had ‘high®
or "very high' scores,

The number of countries with
“high” or ‘very high' SHI scores
rose to 45 (23% of all countries
amalysed) in 2022 from 43 coun:
tries In 2021 {Chart 3). In 2012, 65
eountries had *high' or ‘very high’
seores — the highest share (33%),

Harassment by governments -
bromd measure encompassing ver-
bl aned phiysical pressure by auth-
orities on religious groups
among the most prevalent types of
restrictions in 2022, It was report-
ed in 186 of the 198 countries and
territories studied (94%),

Government  Interference  in
worship was also widespread in
2022 and was reported in 170
countries and territories (BE%).
This incluces policles and actions
that iuﬂ"““l religious activities,
such as withholding permission to
worship or denying access to plac-
es of worship, 1takso covers restric-
tions on religious practices and ri-
tals not divectly ted o worship,
such as burlal practices.

Chart 4 shows the number of
countries where there was govern-
ment  haenssment  of  religious
groups and
rence in worship.

The report said that govern.
ment restrictions and soclal hostil-
fties often align closely, ie., the
lorwer the score on one index, the
loower the score on the other too
penerally, and viceversa,

Shades of intolerance

The data for the charts were sourced from the Pew Research Center's report titled "Government restrictions on
religion stayed at peak levels globally In 2022

Aftermath: &
Muslirm man
watches lrom
his house aftar
o shap wis
demalished

In carmmunal
violence during
o Hindu religlous
pracassion in
New Dalhl's
Jahangirpur on
April 20, 2022

‘Chart 21 The share and number of countries
i bodd] with high or very high GRI score aver the years

Chart Li The G {harfzontal axis) and SHI [vertical avs) scores of 198
countries for the year 2022, Tha highar a country on the chart, the
mare the rellgieer related hostilities by nan-govermment players
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and Portugal

India and Portugal end two

decades of confrontation

New Delhl, Dee,

Forelgn Ministers who put their signatures to
this historic document, buried two decades of

confrontation and estiblished the basls for

friendly co-operation between them,

The treaty signed by India
iy beis, in the words of the two

The first article of the treaty says, "Portugal

acknowledges that the werriiordes of Goa,
Draman, Diu, Dacdra and Nagar Haveli have
already become parts of India, and hereby
recognises the full soverelgnty of India with
effect from the dates when they became parts of

Inddin under the Constitution of India,"

Anofficial announcement wis made
stmultaneously about the resumption of
diplomatic relations at the Embassy level
between the two countries with effect from
16-00 hours IST to-day. The two countries
deckded to dispense with the formality of
warkting for the ratification of the treaty for

beginning this new and happier chapter in their

relations,

Thee twio countries have further agreed under
this treaty to settle through bilateral negotiations

matters relating to the property and assets of

all puestanding questions concernimg property,
assets or claims of thelr respective cltlzens, and

either side in the tercitories of the other State,

Thee treaty provides for a similar setthement of

the rights and eladms of Indian elifzens and
other persons who returned to India from

territories under Portuguese admindseration in
regard to the properties and asseis lelt behind

by them,

deported,

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO FROM THE

DECEMBER 31, 1024 AS THERE WAS NO ISSUE

ON JANUARY 1, 1925

Communists arrested

Bukharest, Dec. 28: Following the recent arrests

of Communbsts (see cable of Dec, Zird) the
sred documents showing the
existence of three organisations supported by

palice have ca

the Soviet Government together with complete

proofs of thelr relations with similar

organisations in Moscow, Vienna, Berlin, Sofia
and Athens, 230 out of 430 persons arrested are

belng held for trinl and remaining 200 are belng

=+
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Thie Tricobour at thie Hyderabad House in Delhl, susk kisan i

India must protect and preserve its
hard-won freedoms

The Tricolowr must remind us of the comy

Manmohin Stngh

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
jaassecd aviy al the age of 92 on Deceniber
2. In this article, dated August 15, 2022,
Mr. Singh warns Indian citizens o hold as
preciows the unity, freedom and diversity
wiilel mckes incdia a traly wnldgice
democracy.

he world's largest democracy §s
soon to become the most
populous country on earth,

Therefore, the celebratbon of 75
years of Independence brings o special
responsibility to set global standards in
the protection and the promaotion of
Indivicual and eollective freedoms, Whike
every Indinn will prowdly salute the flag as
it fhies high, the Tricolour must also
remind us of the composite eulture which
iruiboes Lis i unbgiscly great democracy in
the world. On this historic occasion, we
st resolve to never ket our freedoms be
robbed by authoritarian arrogance or
allesw fomented hatred to undermine the
unity of the Indian people. That is the
best tribuite we can pay to our g,

A unity that is precious

India emerged from the chokehold of
colonkal rule to build a nation from a wide
seatter of British-ruled teeritories and
princely States, This unity did not
magleally materkalise overnight. It was the

Inchia's path to progress s o great nation,

‘We were robbed of our riches by
colonlal rule and began our life after
Incependence s i poor developing
country. We rose from that level wo
become one of the world's leading
economies, whose growth is essentlal to
thie stability of the global seonomy. The
policy of economic liberalisation, initated
i 1960, had a galvanising effect on our
economic growth, At the same time,
poverty reduction and the bridging of
economic nequalities became o cardinal
prineiple of public policy, As we pursue
the path of inclusive economic growth,
we should not permit only o select few
amaong India’s business keaders to reap
thie benefits of prosperity while income
Eaps keep widending,

Flag divisive politics

Jobsless growth bs not a safe bet for any
economy. Unemployment not only does
not permit the optimal use of our human
resources but also creates the breeding
ground for social discord and divisive
politics. As we move ahead towards the
mext 25 years of independent Incia, we
wviist i o optmally utilse the
demographic dividend of a young
population through education, skilling,
sitltable employment and support o
young entrepreneurs and innovators. This
recuires easy mobility across the country
for education and employment,
¥ Larid lnguiste barrlers will

freedom strugghe, inspired by Mab

Ganedhi and bed by the Indian Natbonal
Congress, which united Indians across the
landl vo seek an end to forelgn rule, This
vt wiited Indians across multiple
identities of language, religion, caste,
gender and social status, That unity is
precious to India and should not be
frittered away through communally
divisive, inguistically chouvinist, callously
castelst and gender insensitive campalgns
that will Fragmient the Indian identiy,
Such ploys may pay temporary politcal
dividends, by setting Indians againse
Indians, but they will create craters on

hinder sueh mability and adversely
Impact growth. Captains of Indian
Incustry must recogndse this danger and
il thedr vodee for national unity, net
remain mute spectators when divisive
podities are posing o threat to the
CCONOMY.

Uphold sclentific tradition

Inchia adopted excellence in schence as a
fuith to progress sinee the early years of
Independence. The national science
podley was forward looking, Great
Institutions of sclentific learning and

wite culture which makes us a

s democracy, We must resolve to never let our freedoms be robbed by
authoritarian arrogance or allow fomented hatred o undermine the unigy of the Indian people. That s the best tribute we can pay to our flag

researeh were established, India's varous
natitutes of technology have won workd
renown, with many of thelr gracuates
bencling ghobal enterprises of repite, Our
space, oceanography and nuclear
programmes have placed us in a select
group of nathons whose sclentiic prowess
il teehnologiedl excellence are
respectiully acknowledged by the whole
world, It would be unformmate if our
sclentthe institutions, universities and
research bodies are undermined through
the induction of sub-oprimal leadership,
whose given mandate Is to pursue cultural
revivalism at the cost of academic
ntegrity. India has had a proad sclentific
wradition sinee anclent imes, but that
shoild ot become the eamoudlage for
peeudo-science that brings diseredit 1o
our sclentific community.

In the comity of natdons, India won
riespect for adopting principled positions,
opposing colonkal rule, leading the
Non-Aligned Movernent when two power
bloes weere seeking global dominatbon,
esprousing human rights and promoting
the cause of peace. Our relations with
st of our nelghbours were cordial,
Even when we had conflicts with some,
we tried o bulld bridges of understanding
to enable peaceful co-existence. We need
o malntain these positons, even as the
wrld witnesses new conflics and
alliances, It is essential for us to be
regarded as a rellable and respected
Frbend in most countries of the world, but
especially in South Asia. We should not ket
our foreign policy wobble through
dependence on personalksed gestures for
thie carmera bat follow dearheaded
Initiatives through wise leadership
supported by able diplomis,

Well-bedng of the young

India must focus on enhancing the health,
education and skilling of young persons,
The pecient National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5) reminds us thit stunting,
under-nourishment and anaemia
continue to afflict a large percentoge of

o children and wemen in the
reproductive age group. We need to
ensure that the nutritlon-speciic
programimes deliver, sven as we advance
nutritborsensitive policies in other
sectors, especially water and sanitation.

COVIDG revealed several weaknesses
I o hiealth system. From diseise
surveillance to provision of health care,
we need to strengthen the capacity of
health serviees, There are marked
differences in the capacity and
performance of health systems across
different Stages. It Is essental thar Staves
Irwest mare in health and also thae
centrally sponsored programmes aim to
provide greater support to States whose
health indicators are ligging, Providing
needed health services w all persons,
with adequate financial protection, must
b the goal of unbversal health coverage,
We miist achleve this uniformily scross the
whole country.

For the citizen to ponder over
As a youny bay of 14, Texperienced both
the exhilaration of newly gained
Independence as well as the painful
tragedies that marred the country's
partition. 1 hoped that India would grow
stromg as a nation without ever again
having to experdence such discord, Today,
Farm proud of what Indin has achleved
and am optimistic about the future of this
great natbon, However, Fam also worred
bt the sectariin slogans and
cormmunil shers thae are vitating social
harmony and dividing the people,
Alongside, there s also a weakening of
Institutbons whilch must safegiard
democratic freedoms, uphold norms of
good governance and shield electoral
prolitics from the onslaught of money
prower and eo-opted state agencies, It is
tor the citizens of India to protect and
preserve the hard won gains of our
freedom, Let each one of us reflect on
that duty as we rise and salute our flag,
D, Marmahan Singh was Prime
Mirsister of India from 2004 to 2004,
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Happy New Year to all our readers! A quiz on calenders which are/were used in India

Secish Nunjseut] heacud the cammittes?
LY

(9 QUESTION 3

QUESTION 1 How many diffensnt

According te Indla's calendars dis the
natlenal calendar,
usird for all Indlan
gazette natifications
and officlal
cammunication af
thee govemment of
India, which is the first
day of the year?

the standard for thee
naticnal calendar?
(9

QUESTION 4

(Y
QUESTION 2
Prime Minlster Pandit
Javeahartal Mihru set
up thi Calend ar
Reform Committee
under the Council af
Sclentific and
Industrisl Research to
devise a natlonal
calendar In 1952 Wha

4]

L3

1Y

QUESTION §

Thie unified “National
Calendar' (the Saka

daes Saka refer ta?

cammittes examine before
sirlecting Vkram Samvat as

Which kandan poet and
philosopher was alse an
astraloger, and devised the
rubes for the leap year?

Calendar| was adapted for
it with @it fram March
21, 1856 A.D., that 4, 1
Chaltra 1878 Saka, What

b
Visual question:

A Indlan erimie coper s raughly baged on this Amaercan movie and stars Shah Rukh Khan.

Quastions and Answers to the previous

day's delly quiz: 1. In 2014, this Malaysian
Alrlines flight disappaeared and this oné wis
shat down over Ukraine, Ang: MH3T0 and

MH1T

2. This foathall club lost elght players ta an
wvlation accidient in 1950, This Brazilian
Faothall club lost 1% ployers in 2016, Anst
Manchester United; and Chap

3. The feature shared betwien Mangaluru and
Kozhikode alrparts which played o part in twe
acchdents, Ans: ‘Table-top’ runways

4. The lecation where Saudi Arablan Alrlines
Rlight 763 collided mid-air with Kazakhstan
Alrlines. fight 1507, Ang: Charkhi Dadrd In
Haryana

8. The pilot who managed to save sll lives cn
bieard after his alrcraft experenced enging
Fallure, Ans: Chesley "Sully” Sullenberger
Weaual; M this alrpart. Ans: Tribhuvan
AMlrport, Rathmandu

Early Blrds: Dodo Jayadityal Rajmahan
Welmpuclhon| ViswanachaRao Batchisl Jagrati

Shukda| M. Suresh Kumar

ABSTRACT

How corruption
spurred growth
in China

Prashunth Perumal

Widesprend eorruption is often seen by
economists as i major reason why many
countries remain poor, But some have
argued that not all corruption bs bad, One
among these s Singaporean politieal
economist Yuen Yeen Ang who is known
for her 2020 book China’s Gilded Age: The
Paradox of Econiciile Boo and Vast
Corruption. Ms. Ang argses tha
corruption can be good or bad for
economle growth depending on the
rson why bribes are pald. If bribes e
parid just as a form of extortion where the
person paying the bribe gains nothing in
return for the bribe that he or she pays,
this can act as a drag on economic
growth, Ms, Ang classifies this form of
cormuption as petty thelt or grand theft
depending on the seale at which it
happens, Such theft hinders growth,

Corruption can be good

O thee other hand, i bribes are paid to
gain access to rights or resources that ane
under the control of the elite or
nom-elites, this can lead to faster
economic growth at least in the short run,
This Is because, in many cases,
bureaucratie riles and other barrers
restrict froe aecess to resources and the
freedom to exchange resources, and in
such cases corruption can help ease
aceess and promote ceonamie freedom,
thus hoosting economic growth, Ms. Ang
calls this form of corruption as speed
money or access money, 1t should be
e that while this form of corruption
can "grease the wheels” of the economy,
such growth is Heely to be far from ideal.
For example, since not everybody may be
eapable enough to influence government
othicials with bribes, we are lkely to see
thee rise of a few lirge business groups,
causing greater economic inequality, A
system where there §s the opportunity for
free entry without the need to bribe
peibille oificials will bead o more eaphd
eeomnommde growth that is also mone
eqquitable. Ms. Ang argues that China
managed w wimess rpld economic
proweth despite vast corruptbon beciise
most corruption in the country was in the
form of access money rather than petty or
prane theft,

T i et paper named "A politieal
economy analysis of recent growth
showdown in West Bengal,” Debajit Jha,
Jagadish Prasad Sabu and Parindta Singh
use Ms. Ang's classification of cormption
o explain the economic slowdown in
Wiest Bengal, The authors state that West
Bemygal's growth rate began to slow dewn
after the Trinamoo] Congress ciume to
power in 2001, with the averige growth
it becoming lower than the national
average. Maost of this growth showdown,
they argue, has been due to the
underperformance of the lirge non-farm
sector (manufbetiring and consteue ton)
which constitutes about S0% of the State's
GO and has been plagued by petty theft
by the 'syndicate mj” run by the ruling
Trinamool Congress, The farm sector, in
contrast, has done relatively betver as the
cormuption in this sector bs in the form of
aceess money thit helps economic
growth in the short term.

Word of the day

Condone:
emcuigd, overlook, of make sllowances for, be
Lkt with

Synonym: excuse

u SARE: We should not be seen s condoning
wialemce,

Pronunciation: newsthlivefcondanapro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fhondowns

For feedback and suggestions for
Tawt & Contist, pliaae write to
letters@thehindu,co.ln
with th subject ‘Teat & Context’
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
India’s fiscal deficit

Number of Indian

THE®MG®HINDU

Monthly honorarium

The area advanced by

The applications

from April to
November

In trillion rupess, The

s 47 country's flscal deficit

v foe April-Navember
was 52.5% of the estimate for the financial
year, Total govermment expenditure for the
perlod was 2741 trilllon rupees. Net tax
recelpts for the first eight manths of the FY
were al 56% of the annual target, en

startups with at least

under Pujari Granthi

Russian forces in

one woman director

Samman Yojana

73.000:-

ecosystem experienced a rollercoaster ride
in 2024, with a slight decling In funding
activity and a shift in investor sentiment,
alengside a silver lining with several
startups achleving unicom status, m

In2.A

18,000::

2 priests
staged a protest outside the Pracheen
Hanuman Mandir in Connaught Place and
demanded that Arvind Kejriwal should
elarify why no financial support was
provided in the last 10 years, e

Ukraine

lim sgquare
kilarmetres,
% Russia

advanced by 3,985 square kibometres in
Ukraine in 2024, seven times mare than in
2023, Much of thelr gains came In autumn,
84 they took 610 sq kms in October and

T25 s hms In November, we

disposed of during
government campaign

In erore. Nearly three crare service
.; delivery applications were disposed

of during the Prashasan Gaon ki Ore
campaign almed at futher ensuring ease
of governance mainly at the grassroot
level, The campaign was conducted in
700+ districts across India, m
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The nature of dissent in the Indian judici

The dissents

TER & SPIT

Shivani Vij

issent is an important facet of

is true for ciiizens in the
republic, or parliimentarians
5 also true for judges

Tt rwcn strong rjulm {10
atedd ju . Though dissenis
i ‘iupn.rm: Court (5L 5
the UL, lrrf_m.c Court
their reasons di

judy,l.'.whn are direct appc
President, confirmed by the £
Justice Stephen Breyer, for instance, an
appointee by the Democrats, has shown
himself to be pro-atfirmative acti
pro-abortion and against ca
punishment, His dissent in Glo
Gross (2015) held that ca) P
violated the Eighth Amendment r:r the Bill
of Rights, which prevented inhamane and
degrading punishment. Justice Samuel
Alito, on the other hand, a Republican
ppointee, is both anti-abortion and

wy rights, His dissent in Obergefell
5 Hoddges (2015) reasoned that the
Comstitution did not address the right 1o
marry of same-sex couples and therefore,
the couris could not grant it.

Inclian judicial dissents have, however,
varied from political, o social w purely
mtellectual disagreements.

Palitical dissent
Unlike the LU ndian judges are not
appointees of the ruling party and are
selected through a collegium of senior
Judiges. Their decisions do not have a
similar political undertone and may or
may not associate with the view of the
ng party that was in power when they

appointed.

In the case of ADM Jabalpur (1976), four
ot af five judges held that the
enforcement of fundame rights,

i the LS. Supreme Court are

2,7

ISTOCKPHOTO

EMETEENCY under
ority judgment was
lly sound one at the time,
Jusitice H.R. Khanna, however, withstood
the political pressure of the time,
dissented and reasoned that if Article 21
remained suspended, there would be no
recourse o deprivation of lite and liberty,
albeit in emergency, His resolve to keep
‘rights' intact amicst a marbulent India,
strengthened his voice on the Bench and
also b me th lnter by a
constitutbonal amendment to Article 359,
Ancther example of this could be
Foumd in the PV, Narasimba Rao (1998)
case, where the question was if accepting
bribes for voting in TN wWas
covered under parliamentary privilege,
and whether it enjoyed immunity from
prosecution, The majority siid yes, but
Justices 5.C. Agarwal and A.S. Anand

. The majority view reflected the
political atmosphere at the time and was
favourable to the ruling Congress party.
However, the dissent endured and later
became the view of the court in Sita Soren
(2023), where the SC overruled such an
expanded view of iImmunity,

Dissent which is social
A dissent coukd also reflect a different
social understanding or implication of a

5 n Shayara Bano (2017}, the SC
ality of the
‘triple talag’ as a form of divorce among
the Sunnis in sk

hiich struck down triple
g the rights of [ife of Mi
women, The two judge soned
triple talag w, i part of the

Sunni persomal law and not violative of
constitutional rights. Further, it was not

for the courts l[ldur_lrrum.- its

religions,
Thee decision in Aistar Shifi (2022) also
i ingz of

miilp,'mn. This case did not have a dissent
bt had two separate opinions, The
question was whether the State could
prohibit Muslim girls from wearing a hijab
o sehool by enforeing a universal dress
coule, Justice Hemant Gupta was of the

1o do so since rel

which had no space in cl
2 sche ml Justice Dhulia, on the
and considered
*and ‘tolerance” as
values underpinning the Cons {0
This disagreement stemmed from
different understandings of secularism,

Intellectual critique
A dissent could also be plainly
intellectual, like that of Justice BY.
Nagarathna in Lalta Prasad Viish (2024),
the industrial alcohol case, Here nine
Judges of the SC determined whether
States have thn: legislative competence o
i “imchus alcohol', or does rsnl) the
Centre have the autho
with eight judges, Justice Nagal
that 5t ol ot tax industr
aleohol, The disagreement was on thn:
intery fon of the term ‘i i
Inqum under Entry 8 of List 2 in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. The
majority believed that this leg) Ve
entry wias broad enough 1o include liquor
unhit for human conswumption, and

subsumed within ‘intoxicating liquor®,

i sor for human consumption,
e of opinion was solely on
thom of the text of the

the interpre
Constitution -an intellectual one,
Shiveeni Vi ds a lawyer practising in Dethi.

argely based on the political inclination of judges, who are direct appoiniees of the President, confirmed by the
Senate. Indian judicial dissents have, however, varied from political, to social to purely intellectual disagreements
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unlike the LS., Indian judges
are ol appointees of the ruling
party and are selected through
acollegium of sendor [udges,

.

In Shayara Bana (2017), the 5C
ealt with the eonatitutionality
af thee ‘triple talag’ as a farm of
divirce amang the Sunns in
Bslam, Justices J.5. Khehar and
Abdul Mazeer dissented with
the majority, which struck
dlowar briple Lalag for violating
the rights of life af Muslim
wormen,

-

A dissent could alse be plainly
intellectual, like that of Justice
B, Nagarathna in Lala
Prasad Volsh [2024), the
industrial alcohol case,

Are former Prime Ministers
mandated memorials?

What was the Congress party’s demand with respect o the funeral and memaorial of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh? Is there any rule regarding memorials for former PMs?

Vijaita Singh
The story so far:
ormer Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh passed
on December 26, The Union
Ministry of Home A MHA)
declared seven days of State mourning
and announced a state funeral for the
dignitary, Mr, Singh eremated at the
Nigambodh Ghat in central Dell
¢ former PM, The Congress party
vas an “insult” that a separate
place was not allocated by the
Eovernment for the funeral of the former
M. The Congress party demanded that a
memorial be b the designated place
where the cremation took place.

Wiy

Is there a rule related to memorials?
While guidelines exist for State funerals,
there is no specific rule or goves
order regarding allocation of s

cM
K

memorials for former PMs. According to
constitutional expert 'L
was a t.lr_p.lrl ure in the case of Mr. §
is no such rnule.

t former PMs have
heen cremated at designated places and
in this case there is a departure, They
cremated him at a place where anybody
can be cremated even a common man, In
our country though everyone is equal
before ll1r. I.m in st  former PM

ﬂlm,:h who
respected,” Mr. Achary s

What has been the trend in the paste?
Except PM Vishwanath Pratap Singh, all
other former PMs have memorials
dedicated o them, majorly in Delhi and
other purts of the country.
|8 imha Rao got a memorial in

is i Ekta Sthal in Delhi in 2015, 100

ter his death in 2004, In Delhi, the

s.lm.uihlu(]:w harlal Nehru is l:mwm 15

ti Sthal, and
known as Vir
of space,
Thu(,{mgrl. u'(m_rnlm-m checicled that all
memaorials will be built st Smriti Sthal.

‘Who maintains the memaorials?
According o a reply furnished by the
Culture Ministry on Decembe 212 in
L rsk Si |I|h.| the men wials of various

Government through the Minisiry of
Urban Development is looking after the
upkeep and maintenance of the Samadhis
adjacent to Rajghat, New Delhi, Morarji
Diesai's Samadhi at Abhay Ghat
Ahmedabad and the Rajiv Gandhi

Memaorial at Sriperumbudur (Tamil
Naclu)," the reply stated.

‘What is the Congress's demand?

On December 27, Congress president
Maillikarjun Kharge wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, requesting the
Uniom Government to identify a
designated place where the last rites of
the departed leader could be held and a
memarial built thereafier, Despite the
regquest, the cremation was held a
Nigambexlh Ghat on December 28,
Following an uproar, the MHA re ed
press statement on December 27 ag 1145
pm, It stated that the government
received a request to allocate s

afber the Ca
ey Amit Shah communi
President Kharge and the

the Government will alloca
memarial, In the meanwhi
and other formalities can

be allocated to i
December 30, the memaorial for M:
had not been announced. Atal B
Vajpayes who passed on August 16
was cremated at Smriti Sthal,
memarial ci ut the same plice
within 45 days. The memorial was funded
by the "Atal Smriti Nyas Society ™. It was
Il at @ total cost of T10.51 crore which
wiis borne entirely by the society,
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wihile guidelines exst for State
funerals, there i no specific
rule or government order
regarding allocation of pace
Hor memuorials for former PMs,

-

On December 27, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
wiate 1o Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, requesting the
Unian Gavermment to identify a
designated place where the
Lust rities of Uhe departed leader
could be held and a memornial
Bullt thereafter.

-

According 1o a reply furmished
by the Culture Ministry on
December 11, 2042 in Lok
Sabiha, the memarals of
wanous personalitles ane
nalntained by the respective
State Governments and local
municipalitles,
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NEW IN
THENEW YEAR

Challenges of a complex world

From Delhi, 2025 looks both promising and challenging. For much of the world, Donald Trump's presidency presents a major X-factor, There are important
opportunities for India to exploit, but it will still have to confront some hard realities from 2024, especially in its relations with China, the US, and Canada

SHUBHAJIT ROY

LOOKING AT

2025

TWO ONGOING wars, regime changes in
India's neighbourhood and in'West Asia,and
a phenomenal return to the United States
presidency by Donald Trump in 2024 fore-
tell a fascinating 2025 geopolitically, Trump
is thee biggest X-factor as seat belts are fas-
tened inworld capitals in anticipation of a
roller coaster ride for the nest four years,

From Mew Delhi, 2025 looks promising
and challenging. India will host the Quad
leaders' summit and a possible India-EL
summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
could traved to China for the SC0 summit. and
Presiclent Vladimir Putin is expected to visit
India A Modi-Trump meeting is likely sooner
than Later in the year,

Onthe last day of 2024, here are the hard
realities from the year gone by, and the op-
portunities and challenges that the new year
will likely present.

THEHARD REALITIES
Donald Trump 2.0

The most consequential election in the
world returned Trump o the office he left
early in 2021, American Presidents usually
et back-to-back terms, with no opportunity
to see the impact and consequences of the
first four years from outside the Oval Odfice,

Trump has come back after a break, mone
confident and possibly wiser — and has an-
nounced nominees for all key appointments
long before inaugurationday on January 20,
His declared intentions of ending ongoing
wars and imposing steep tarifs on trade ri-
valsof the LIS have piqued curiosity and anx-
iety in many countries,

India’s neighbourhood

Impartant countries in India’s nei ghtbour-
hood got rew governments in 2024,

BANGLADESH: Weeks of sustained
street protests drove Sheikh Hasina from
power after 16 years, and forced her to flee
te Inclia. The new establishment under Chief
Aeviser Muhammad Yunus has asked New
Delhi to send her back, even as his interim
government itself faces heat on the strug-
ling econamy, and for Giling to protect re-
ligiows minorities in Bangladesh,

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

SRI LANKA: The leftist politician Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, who does not belong
either to the traditional mainstream parties
or the political elite that has ruled Sri Lanka
from the beginning, was propelled to the
presidency by mass disaffection that had
birought doem the govemment of Gotabaya
Ra]apa):sa |n 2022, The way lhr new

hihy i
mm Tamil minority W|II b imiportant,

MALDIVES: Almost a year after
Mohamed Muizzu came to power on an
anti-India plank, New Delhi was able to se-
cure avisit — and some positive si

tiations, and India could play an important
role as a neutral venue or a go-between
among the Russians and the US-led West,
But New Delhi will evaluate whether it
does want to play a role, what it can bring to
theetable that others can't, and what happens
ifit doesn't succeed. Putin's visit ta India for
the annuwal summit will be watched closely,

With China, reasons for hope
Adter the breakthrough in the dlmngay

No engagement with Pak

The doctrine of indifference towards
Pakistan continues, with India not agreeing
to play cricket in that country. The public
rhetoric has been muted, but bilaveral en-
gapements have not picked up yet,

Bangladesh's Yunus has suggested a re-
vival of SAARC, but the idkea seems tobe a non-
starter. New Dedhi is firm that talks and ter-
rorcanndt go together, and the attacksinthe

ment process, New Delhianc
nalled they are discussing both bnrdermues

frorm him in earty October 2024,

NEPAL: KPS harma Oli, whose pro-China
stand has not been comionting to India, be-
came Prime Minister for the fourth time in
Juby. His alliance with Sher Bahadur Deuba's
Mepali Comgress, however, has had a calm-
ing influence,

SEVERAL UNCERTAINTIES

The war in Ukraine

President Vododymyr Zelenskyy has in-
dicated that he is ready for talks with Russia,
but as the war nears the end of three years,
the possible terms of engagement with
President Putin remain unclear.

The cost of peace will be the big question
and the key challenge that negotiators from
the/LIS, Russia, Ukraine, and Europe must en-
age with. China will have a say in the nego-

o other steps to lise ties impacted
by almnst free years of the standodf in Ladakh,

me 50,00 0-60,000 troops continue to be
deploved along the barder, and a drawdomam
could happen in the summer of 2025,

India will be closely watching the next
steps of de-escalation and de-induction of
troaps before it yields on the economic and
visa restrictions that it has placed on Chinese
businesses. Much will depend on whether

Jammu have reinforced that red line.

New leaders in Europe

Thene will be fresh elections inGermany
in 2025, France is battling with political in-
stabillity, amd the rise of the far right will not
be reversed — it could be only a matter of
time before these groups come to power in
bath countries.

The increasingly shrill debate on immi-
gration will cast a shadow on Indians and
others looking to study, live, and work in
Eusrope, This issue is likely to come upas India

gain, and whether Ingi are indeed
able to patrol till the pre-2020 patrolling
points, and local villagers can access their
tradirional grazing grounds.

The trust deficit remains high, and it will
take a long time and a bot of effort to repair
hed i inister Modi's possibl
wvisit fvChina for the SO0 summit will be key
to the effort. Before that, Modi might meet
with President i Jinping at the BRICS sum-

it in Brazil in July,

negotiate a free trade pact,

The United Kingdom, which took a strong
position on immigration under the
Conservative government, is also negotiat-
ing a trade pact with India, and it will be in-
teresting to see whether the sticking points
are addressed by the British negotiators, An
Inedlia-ELJ summit is in the works aswell.

Iuseration: Swajic Dey

area m]ndlanimulgn palicy thisyear, and both

findd @ mustualby con-

wenient schedule lm it, There is some talk of
hiosting the summit in Ethiopia this year,

The 2015 summit in New Delhi, inwhich

40 heads of state and government from

Africa participated, had been a major suc-

cess, MM Maodi is expected to travel to South

Adrica for the G20 leaders” summit this year.

India-US, India Ca nad.‘l

The i
Hardeep Singh Nigjar, in w‘mm Canada has
accused India, has severely damaged ties,
and complicated some aspects of the rela-
tiomships with the US as well,

While India's response to the US hasbeen
different from the way it has reacted to
Canada, allegations of plotting a transna-
tiomal extra-judicial killing has raised ques-
tions on India's commitment bo the rules-
based order.

The alleged plot targeting Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun in the US also has areputational
cost for India's global image, and for the many
supporters of Indian democracy in the West,
especially those who see India positively vis-
(#-vis authoritarian China, That is a question
that New Delhi will have to answer, and as-
suage concerns acrmss Westem capitals.

Shubhajit Roy is Diplomatic Editor,
The Indian Express

Africa: push for engag
Anengagement with Africa may be a new
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AGING AMIDSOCIETALINEQUALITY MAY
WORSENBRAIN DEGENERATION: STUDY

SOCIAL INEQUALITY is directly linked
with changes in the brain that are known
to be related to aging and dementia, a
stuly has found. As dementia cases are
progected torise inthe years o come, es-
pecally in low- and middle-income coun-
tries, the findings stressed interventions
targeted ataddressing the local socioeco-
nomic landscape are necded
For treating the root causes of
brain health disparities,
Researchers from universi-
ties in Sowth America and the
Trinity College Dubilin, were
imvolved,

They looked at the rela-
thomship between strsctural
inecuality —as measured by
national indices — and brain
volume and connectivity,
Crver 2,100 individuals with

neurodegenerative including

and connectivity, with stronger effects in
Latin America..,” the authors wrote in the
study published in the journal Nature
Aging(“Structural inequality linked to brain
volume and network dynamics in aging
and dementia across the Americas’)
Latinos with Alzheimer's were found
o experience the most severe impacts,
suggesting that growing old
in an environment of socie-
ral inequality may worsen
neurodegeneration in aging
populations. The researchers
said that the links persisted
despite adjusting for indivied-
wal factors such as education,
age, sex and cognitive ability,
The result highlighted the in-
dependent role of macro-
level social factors in shaping
brain health, they said.
“0ur findi hasise th

Alzheimer's disease, and without such
conditions from Latin America and the
LIS were recruited.

Socioeconomic disparities measured
by country-level indices were directly
linked to changes in brain strocture and
connectivity, especially in the regions es-
sential formemeey and cognitive function,
whichare known to be affected withaging
and ds i "Greater struc i

of integrating not only individual social
determinants of health into global brain
health research bast also macro-level ex-
posome factors such as social and physi-
cal variables," said first author Agustina
Legaz, Latin American Brain Health
Institute [ Brainlat), Chile. "These findings
pave the way for future studies exploring
the hlulngu:a] mr:d'lannmﬁ linking aggre-

ity was linked to redwced brain volume

gate
eration,” Legaz said. |

Bird hit and belly landing: What we know
about the Jeju Air crash that killed 179

PRANESHDEY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 31

TWIO DAY after Jeju Air flight 7C2216 from
Banghok exploded in flames after making a
bedly landing in Muan, South Korea, there ane

i had not
deployed — and whether a bird hithad con-
tributed o the catastrophe that killed 1790f
the 181 people on board the twin-engine
Boeing 737-B00. Here'swhat wee know sofar.

First, what exactly is a belly' landing?

Inan emergency, an aircraftcan makea
risky attermpt toland with its undercarriage
retracted — that is, onits belly, not wheels.

With the landing gear up, the wings,
wehichwill bevery close to the ground, must
be held absollutely “level’ (parallel to the
ground ) — a slight left or right hank, either
by thee il or a strong wind, could cause a
wingto hitthe ground which can fipthe air-
craft, send it cartwheeling or break it apart.

Even inthe best case scenario, a belly
landing does considerable damage to the
adrcraft, itsengines, and wings. Friction from
skidding on the rurmavay can result in a fire,

A belly landing may be attempted if

W the landing gear fails w deploy;

l the plane is forced to land in a field,

he pilot decides it is safer to skid th

totouch down on wheels;

M the aircraft has to be "ditched”, that
is. landed on water;

Wifthe pilot, for whatever reason, con-
siders a belly landing safer.

There have been incidents of task-satu-
rated or distracted pilots forgetting to de-
ploy the landing gear, but modern aircraft

ing anaircraft’s landing gear — which is re-
tracted into bays kocked by hydraulically
operated doors in flight — is unlikely,

Conld th

Aaps help the wings generate extra lift,
Invvestigators willl examine whether one
or several birds gnt smd{ in the wmg; and

Fi et E

:url- dmmwmayhaw:hadnu

Mllmdab!nyhnding?
it safer to

choice but execute a high-speed landing.

bL-IIy land than Iandlng with the gear
dowwn. But there is a procedure for it: fire
trucks and emergency services must beon
standby for a possible fire or to evacuate

‘With flaps, 'stall' speed is lower, without
Haps, it is higher. Stallis a condition inwhich
an aircraft sbops flying forward and starts to
Fall from the sky, An aircraft can stall if its
nose is tom high (which disturbs the Aow of

Flight 7C2216 touches down on its passengers and crew. air around thewings, spoiling generation of

belly on December 29, Reuters lift), or when it is not going fast enough
Under the  (whichalsospoilsth £lift)
pilots prefer a belly landing? S an aircraft whose stall speed with-

issue alerts in such cases, Videos of the crash suggest the B737-  out flaps s, say, 120 knots, could have a stall

800 landed “long and fast”, In aviation jar-

Did a bird strike lead the Landing gear gom, this is when a plane overshoots the
mma!l'mv:linn? designated touchdown zone, and the pi-
cheared toland Jots have

bur ﬂll’M minutes later, air traffic control
warmed about birds above the airport. At
B.59 am, the pilots reported a bird hit, and
issued a Mayday  distress jcall.
They were cleared to land
from the direction. ite o
thc usual one, and the plane

AVIATION

iy bength to stop the air-
craft, which is moving faster than the rec-
ommended landing speed.

It is possible that during the approach
the captain realised that the
plane was coming in long and
fast,and a“go-around" — call-
ingoff theapproach — was not

ar roughly the mddlcdﬂmlﬂﬂ)—m -
way, a BEC report said, Videos of the aircraft
shiowy its undercarriage was retracted,

Why did

possible, The captain may
dznhaw:dmd thar]andm,gmlhc belly

speed of B0 knots with the flaps extendec,
I, due toa bind strike, the flaps of the Bozing
Failed todeploy, the plane woubd have had
tocome in fasterin order to prevent a stall,

Could the pilot have braked?

Modern aircraft have (i) thrust re-
versers, (i) spoilers, amd [ iii) whee| brakes,

TH RS: Onee an aincraft
touches down, the thrust from the engines
isredirected inthe reverse direction, slow-
ing down the plane.

SPOILERS: These movable panels on

gave a better chance of stopping
rurway than landing on wheels would,

But why

diately? Why did the landing gear not faster than it should have?

deploy? While landing a pilotuses slats and flaps,
It is not known, A bird i i cli which ible surfaces on the front

able an aircraft’s engines, and a hit can dent
irs skin, damage navigation| communica-
tion antennae, or even break the wind-
shield] wincdows. But a bird strike damag-

and back of the wing. As the aircraft slows,
the wingzs cannot generate sufficient 'lift,
the upwvard aerodynamic force that keeps a
plane aloft, At slower speeds, the slats and

the wing's surfac | during flight
and deployed after the plane lands, slowing
it down with aerodynamic drag,

WHEEL BRAKES: The computer sys-
tem on amaodern plane may prevent auto-
matic brakes from deploying unless it
‘senses that the aircraft isin landing config-
uration, laps ane extended, and the whiels
are on the ground. Investigators will look
atwhat sort of braking was available with
the landing gear retracted,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

HArry NEw YEAR

India's 2024 verdict told both Government and Opposition to
reset, rethink. Hopefully, that will happen in 2025

MEW YEAR calls for a new courage, a renewed political imagination, The
2024 Lok Sabha election mandate paved the way for abreak with the same
oded. The Narencdra Modi gevernment came back to power but the voters de-
mieed it a majority — Otheir message to it was that it needed to press the re-
fresh button, The Dpposition was given a greater voice but not power = the voters were
iving it more space for manoeuvre inwhich to reboot. Six maonths later, as they step into
the new year, bathsides need to ask themselves whuhctthqrhaw:akrn heed of thevat-

INVOLVES US ALL

ers' unsubtle nudge. Ha aent that has end hi mm.dcspnubmnccd
numbers and because of them, acknowled, ibili ' ground? Has
anUppusIhunma: hasclimbed outofa Iuns and sccpduwmbde used its hard-won vis-
ihility alternath iwe? The answer to bath these
’""‘ i i ly. o A lies the challenge that 2025 brings.

Wlth:lsumpn:sm \dnuelu:sm the assembly elections of Haryana and Maharashira,
thrsm:nd unrar.umpn:hcnslvc sweep, the Modi government has the political capital
ion itself from the s) blow-backs of the much-needed big moves.

And inayear with only two major ebections — 2025 will be book-ended by the Delhiand
Bihar polls - it has a crucial opening and expanse in which bo talee its eye off the election
calendar, The upeaming budget will be an opportunity it cannot afford to miss (o usher
in bong delayed reforms - un y:l::ng government cat of business so that it can focus on
sovernance, buildingk e capacities for the future, or. ionalising spencding by
mioving from market-distorting subsidies to cash transfers, and on recognising the lim-
ies of cash transfers as stand-ins for enhancing state capacity and delivery. it could be said
that with growing prcsmmmthc rupcr with GDP growth slmng down and foreign

flows waning, the hard decisi e be deferred. Bold by been
thrust upon the Modi mmmmltmlymnalm o be seen whether and how it steps
upto it Of course, underk jcand governance task will be the fund.

tal political challenge. Can thr Ploseli-B]P, now a three-time winner, ket go of the anger and
insecurity that has become for it a source of primal energy? Can it find the confidence
and large-heartedness — and the outreach < that can make more credible its claims to
“sabka vishwas" ina Iand of great diversities?

The Oy s, iFanything, Juouss, 5o far, after the Lok Sabt
dict which brought it back into the :v:dmnlng,thetungm;has shuwn mlya risk-averse

1cl ok and mot- Il in-dan:
eror Adani emblk 1o pieces of clothing. For the rest, its face-off with the B]P recks
of a me-too-ness, most pi dy in its Daiel the BIP in the lazy poli-

tics of cash transfers. In the new year it must make its own ground, find its feet. Let 2025
Ioee thie year of ideas and of the imagination. Happy New Year,

A TRYST IN SPACE

Launchof docking mission opens a new chapter for ISRO.
Its success will be critical for agency's ambitions

SROHAS CAPPED a year of nota ble achievernents by launching the country's first
space docking mission, SpaDeX. On Monday, the agency's workhorse, PSLY, placed
twosatellites in Earth's Imwrorbl: m:m ;pacewhldes “Chaser” and 'rargu:t
wall elrift st im the coming days th fully e
nmnm:s 150 wlmtls:smll:hcn attempt to n-duu:the d:nanu:bc:mcn thrmu. ul-
li raft. India's premier space ageney expects the
opmnlunru last Imlc mare than a week, SpaleX’s success will place India in an elite
sroupof nations with space docking capacity, which currently inc ludes only the US, Russia
and China, Docking is essential for missions that require heavy spacecraft and equipment
that cannot be launched in one go — the Intemational Space Station, lurmmplc SpaDeX

is pivetal for India's space ambitions, including 1 foray dthe op-
erationof the country’ pon. It could al India's space
research agency to partner global missions that n:qulrc du:‘:kmgl’ml:tlu

Invthe last bwe years, ISRO itboned from an agency that placed satellites inor-
it ~largely for communications, weather preciction and atmospheric surveys — to an
institution that leads planctary ton. The launch of Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya-1

Inml wa;lhlluwcd last year by the setting up of the first space observatory to study the
polarisat b X-rays iber 2024, the Union Cabinet approved the Venus
Orbiter Mission to study different facets of Venus including its surface and atmosphere
and Chand, 4, which i ik Hlect sel and rock samples from the Moon and
br‘mgthcmha.d:ruEanh.'rhccuunlryIsupcctcdmmlmit:mldrnmcmpia: mnding
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WorbpLy WISE

GOOD RESOLUTIONS ARE
DRAW ON A BANK WHE

SIMPLY CHECKS THAT MEN
THEY HAVE NO ACCOUNT.

— Oscar Wilon

Between two worlds

From conspiracy to communalism
and creativity, the trends that will shape 2025

Ed

L

PRATAT BHANU MEHTA

IT HAS BECOME a cliché to describe the
current moment in terms of Gramsci's idea
of an interregrum, the sense that an old or-
der has dissolved but a new one has not
congealed, There is something to this
thought. It is akso, in its own way, comfort-
Iz, History still has a direction, This is a pe-
riod of transition towards samething new.
But there are two challenges. The first is
defining where the interregnum begins.
That depends on what we think is pivetal.
Wias it the 2008 financial crisis? Is the ad-
ventof Al pu:rn:ully hcraldl a profound
qualitative chang nﬁumamr 's
pmspctts?:ls it thc cnd orrhrllhml Intn-

7 s it the rise of populism? Is
it the pulling back from sluballsahun? Isit
the return of war? Is it the end of the car-
bon econamy?

But more importantly, where are we
headed? Is it really an interregnum with a
direction? Or s it simply a permanent drift:
One damn thing after the other, | was ashed
oy the editors of The ndian Express to think
af five things to watch for in 2025, These
are not predictions; it would be presump-
tuoiis to claim omnlsclence of cven fore-
sight, But here are five trends more in the
realm of how the world might feel, rather
than a prediction of actual events.

of Conspiracy: Years have of-
ten been associated with different mark-
ers: Planetary positions, astrological
omens, different animals, But, perhaps in-
creasingly, our world, as befits our times,
will not be measured by cosmie markers.
Insteac, it will be characterised by the word
ofourera,avibe, Ifone had to choose avile
for 2025 in much of the world, especially
its two democracies, India and the US, it
would be conspiratorial.

Conspiracy theories have abways shad-
owed political arguments, especially in

democtacies. It is hard to Know whether
thebelief in conspiracy theories is rising.
Sl}clttlu:ul‘ll:s seem more plausible when
Farniliar fr ling. But two
moods will dominate, On one or another
issiie, at least half thetr popuilations will feel
the world is one small step away from ruin
The second is that this ruin will be the
product of small shadewy forces — non-ex-
istent deep states, small cabals, ethnic
groups, malevalent demons lurking around
the comer,

The combination of these two often

5 VIBES, SERIOUSLY

Oneof the reasons we keep
using words like ‘uncertainty’
and ‘interregnuam’ is that we
are in a phase where we know
much less about social and
cconomic systems than we
pretend to, Of course, many
common sense truths about
societies and economies still
Tasldd. But one of the
remarkable things about the
world since the financial crisis
of 2008, the scars of Covid,
and now the wars in Ukraine
and Tsrael, is that we have
discovered so many things
absourt how the world works
after the fact, as it were,

beads to ademand for scapegoating partic-
ular groups, targeting fictitious sources of
power, uncarthing secret motives behind

we can adequately represent our socketies to
ourselves as objects of knowledge is deeply
suspm nuslspcmaps n-rleucd m:hn:u'lsls

even the most ordinary of palitical actions,

It will make political discourse even more

:hunta:lw: knewledge that claim to n:p«:-
sent social workil

fragile, accusatory and
high stalkes.

The Age of Communalism: In India,
communalism has shadowed democracy
and nationalism. For almost two decades
since the 19905, communal violence has
been on the decline, But this trend is re-
versing, This is not a conspiracy in the re-
cesses of a deep state. It is a growing seci-
ological reality hidden in plain sight. It has
alser become the default ideological con-
seiousness of the most powerful sections
of society.

The Fault lines being thrown open, the
communal wounds being scratched, the
widespread legitimisation of a politics of
hate will be harder to contain, But it is
slowly simmering. There is a late 1930s or
early 1940¢ feel to our political eonscious-
ness — a communal settlement coming
apart. Trends in our neighbourhood and
the global legitimisation of rght-wing pol-
ics may give even more cover for comimu-
nalism at home, The lack of large-scale
overt violence Hil now should not disguise
the deep sense of foreboding building up,

The Crisis of Social Self Knowledge:
One of the reasons we keep using words
like "uncertainty” and “interregnum” is
that we are in a phase where we know
much less about social and economic sys-
tems than we pretend to, OF course, many
comimon sense truths about societies and
economies still hold. But one of the re-
markable things about the world since the
financial crisis of 2008, the scars of the
Covid pandemic, and now the wars in
Ukraine and Israel, is that we have discov-
ered so many things about how the world
works after the fact, as it were,

Economies across the world have
turned out to be resilient in places we least
expected and most vulnerable where we
did net. Assumptions about what causes
inflation and what degree of pressures
economies can handle have been blinker-
ing policymakers.

Thmrhm: is th: sap bcmccn what thr

1 in the imaginations of peo-
plc In short, our confidence about whcmc:

Insome ways, this can

be liberating. It is a vibe consistent with a
post-techinceaticworkd, where the arlenta-
tion is going to be "let us do it" = we will
learn whether it works after the fact. We
should be more prepared to say, "We don't
Have aclue.”

Price Discovery in International

Relations: Everyone expects Donald
Trump todisrupt the international order
thaugh, to be fair, the United States has
been doing it for quite a while, The Joe
Biclen administration was not a radical de-
parture from the first Trump administra-
tion, But every power, in its own way, is try-
ing to be a revisionist power: Russia, China,
even middie powers like Turkey. The ques-
tion each one is asking is not what rules of
the international system we want to up-
hakd or even what is our long-term national
interest. The question is more “What can
wie et away with 7" Ane again, the answer
o this Fucs:iun is often available anly af-
ter the

ingat the boundaries, and the probability of
mare wars is very high,

act, 5o, there will be a lot of push-

The Trump administration will begin

exuberantly, and there may even be initial
eupharia over the possibility of bringing
peace to Ukraine and stabilisation of China-
US relations. But ultimately, the deep trust
deficits amongst the great powers will not
be avercome, nane-of the major ghobal pub-
lie goods problems — for example, climate
change, public health and the stability of
financial systems — will be addressed,

The Age of Creativity: On the other

hanel, the extracedinary mobilisation of tal-
ent in the world means that technological
and cultural ereativity will continue apace,
The financial euphoria over Al will settle
down, and developments will be received
mare calmly, avoiding both euphoria and
doam, Technobogical and artistic creativity
will continue to enchant. Bollywood will
not make a comeback. Taylor Swift's pop-
ularity will have peaked. The music that re-
places it will, alas, be much darker.

The writer is contributing edicor,
The Indian Express

Horr AND SOME CAVEATS

From data protection to universal access, digital trends for the new year

NISHANT SHAH

WHEN | TOLD a friend 1 am spending some

of my winter break working on a preview

ofdigital technologies, there was a consid-

ered silence, "Are you going to be all doom

and gloom about it?" she asked, | checked

my notes mdwa;su:pﬂscd that whulr lhr
d

et year. Thee procursor hed
thisyear, m:iewrraurlndlan space exploration will be markedly different from recent
ik iom of 2023, Chand A, for instance, will have five com-
ponents, launchcd at different times and then integrated into two separate modules.
Similarty, the Bharatiya Antariksha Station will have five modules that will be brought to-
ether in space < the first of them is scheduled for launch in 2028, SpaDeX will lay the

vent

swround for these missions.

Th Joad laumched Jay al incubate | inciud-
inga b carrying et cowpea seeds which, if pl itk Mlldml..,. lie 'srag:
in space, In recent years, 15RO has sent signals that it b gl e

all aspects of planctary reseanch. In 2025, and beyond, mauwmmpunmmlulv:agmqr

HOMEWORK FOR 2025

Technology and its bros may promise placid perfection. But
people must make their own New Year resolutions

OR MOST PEOPLE, Mew Year are predic

pressing. Lose welght, eat healthy, quit smoldng, join the gym = promises to

the self that are acknowledgement of the failures of the year gone by, Then
there are the mere affirmative promises of leaming a new language, reading

more and making time for travel, hmuly md friends, The question in 2025, though, is
whether logy and i made the New Year resolution obsolete.
Semaglutide drugs like Orempic (originally a diabetes medication, now akso pre-
seribed and used as a way to treat obesity) can reportedly curb appetites and urges
that can help reduce weight and excessive consumption, Elon Musk, the world's rich-

b - hat de-

et man and First Friend to the president-clect, recently posted a picture of himsel?

dressed up as "Ozempic Santa”. Tech and Al promise to erase the need to read — all hu-
man knowledge can now be quered and put in any format. Large Language Models
can even approximate the elusive *vobee” that writers, comedians and so many other
artists have struggled to find.

werge of placid p adystopia
where there is no becoming, just being. Maybe thin cyborgs who simply consume — con-
tent, procucts, medication and food — are the future, 2025, though, need not be the year
peaple give in and give up, The pobnt of exercise s not just to be thin: The body was designed
o move, Reading is not just about acquiring facts, the act itself is enriching. So go abead,
miake the resalutions, the propaganda of technology and its bros netwithstanding,

risks tech-
nodogies continue to persist, often impact-
ingg the most vulnerable among us, | am still
beginning the year on a note of hope <
with some caveats.

Mast positive reparts of technology de-
wvelopment and deployment focus on inno-
wation, economy, and access as indicators
of suceess and growth. However, technelo-
gies are not mere tmols, They are conditions
that shape us, contexts we live in, and con-
testations that define how we worl, speak,
and love, 5o, instead of looldng at the shiny
new thing or the next big thing | am choos-
ing to focus on five significant milestones
that future technobogy users will look at as
history-in-the-making.

The year 2024 will go down in history
as the one when we accepted digital and
data privacy as our foundational right. The
passing of the historic Digital Personal Data
Protection Act (DPDP) put India in league
with deveboped nations that offer the most
comprehensive protection to individual
and persenal data online. The DPDP might
not dramatically change how we use the
internet, but in the backend, it puts severe
lirnitatiens and safeguards on how our data
is used in our digital transactions.
Conversations around digital privacy in
Indlia started in 2009, with the estallish-
ment of the Unique ldentification
Authority of India, which later became
Aadhaar. It has taken many consultations,
protests and mobilisations, and greater
public literacy, for data privacy to become
a fundamental right, Going forward, the
DPDP rightly puts the responsibility for the
protection and safety of individual dataon
companies, intermediaries, and actors
rather than individuals, and marks a
wonderful way forward for securing our
digital futures.

Asthe wear of general elections though,
2024 was also the year of misinformation.

P T L g R

5 SHIFTS, TECH

If there was ever something
maore to look forward to, it is
vou, the people. 2024 in tech
was alsoa year of people
using tech. More than ever
before we are online,
connected, talking to cach
other. There are continued
assaults on our collective
imagination and power. Yet,
even as technologies become
more consolidated and
corporatised, the efforts of
people who fight to keep the
internet free, open and
empathetic are what make it
worth maintaining,

The unsupervised, uncontrolled, and
weaponised use of misinformation for po-
litical segregation, profiled targeting, incit-
ing hatred, and creating conditions of deep
uncertainty were visible throughout the
year. It is impossible to point fingers at just
one source of bad actor because we have
witnessed an entire ecosystem of misin-
formation forming in the country.
Significant work has been done by fact-
checking communities, the unsung heroes
diligently fighting these misinformation
attacks, However, we are left with a natu-
ralised misinformation baseline that par-
ticuilarly targets women, non-conforming
people, and minority communitics in dis-
proportionate ways. n 2025, we can only
hape that the pioneering work started by
the amazing information warriors, who
have shown that human collectives are es-
sentlal to counter Al-driven misinforma-
tion, will continue to grow,

Generative Al is the elephant in
the room, where no matter what we
talk about, we eventually talk about
the disruptions and affordances it has
been bringing in. This is an emerging tech-
nelogy and we will have to live through the
futures it is foretelling. While it is impossi-
ble to figure out what will persist, the one
thing tes ook out for is the bocalisation of
technologies, For the longest time, the dig-
ital divide has been exacerbated by lan-
guage divides, While many sther populous
language groups have successfully created
local language internet spheres — think
about the Chinese and Spanish intermets,
for example = India has lagged in develop-
ing bocal internets, Partly, this has been be-
cause of varying literacy levels, partly be-
cause of the linguistic diversity of the
country, and partly because of the reluc-
tance of corporations wheo do not cater to
smaller language communities because
they are not considered profitable. With
Gcm:rarlw: Al the leaps we have made in

il 15 multi=language lati
are incredible, GenAl L APPS A o=
panding anc supponin?‘tﬁ?phmumml
work of Open Knowledge champions and
collectives like Wikipedia, This brings for-

ward the possibilities of localising tech-
nologies and enabling more people to find
avoice online,

The next trend that is worth recognis-

ing is the emergence of universal aceess in
the country. This does not feature imme=
diately in the imagination of the glossy,
consumerist, big-tech internet stories we
are used o, However, the consistent expan-
sion of digital access, and India’s rise in net-
wark readiness found fruition in 2024 For
those of us who remember the struggle to
preserve net neutrality in the country with-
out sacrificing universal acoess, 2025 will
be the year that proves the two can eo-ex-
ist. As more Indians in rural and discon-
nected parts come online, as India contin-
ues to offer one of the most competitive
and affordabile rates of digital access, and
aswe bulld more community-driven hubs,
there is hope for more equitable social
and economic structures for mobility
and development.

Anel if there was ever something maore

to lonk forward to, it s you, the people,
2024 im tech was also a year of people us-
g tech, More than ever be fore we are on-
lire, connected, talking to each other, There
are continued assaults on our collective
imagination and power. Yet, even as tech-
nologies beeome more consolidated and
corporatised, the efforts of people who
fight to keep the internet free, open and
empathetic are what make
tainingg. Perhaps 2025 would turn out to be
the year where wie learn to care not only
for the people around us, but also those far
away Facing genocide, violence and hate,
One canonly live in hope.

it worth main-

In this new year, | hope that we con-

tinue to focus on establishing digital infra-
structures as fundamental rights, affering
opportunities and safeties to marginalised
and first-time-users to participate in our
digital futures,

The writer is profiessor of Global Media at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong and
Jaculty associate at the Berkman Klein
Centre for Internet B Society, Hurvard
University, LISA
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The year she stole the show

2024 was a landmark for women's voices in film. 2025 holds the promise
of diversity and representation becoming features of our cinema, not just trends

F's T
Kiran Rao

“MEN ACT, AND women appear. Men ook
at women. Women watch themsehves be-
ing looked at.”

Perhaps John Berger's famous argument
inhis book Wiys of Seeing [ 1972 ) was finally
tested inIndia in the exciting year that was
2024. For it has been a landmark year for
the voices of women in film, voices that
have risen to the forefront, pushing bound-
aries with their unique perspectives and
creating compelling narratives that have
captivated audiences and critics.

From the critical acclaim of Girls Will Be
Girls by writer-director Shuchi Talati, which
kicked off the year in January, to theincred-
ible path-breaking success of Payal
Kapadia's Al We Imagine as Light — which
continues to resonate well into this year —
2024 marked an extraordinary wave of
women in Indian cinema. The achieve-
ments this year of filmmakers such as
Anupama Srinivasan [co-director of
Mocturnes), Sandhya Suri (writer-director of
Oscar-shortlisted Sontash], Lakshmipriya
Devi (writer-director of Boong), Rima Das
(writer-director of Villoge Rockstar 2),
Reema Kagti {director of Superboys of
Malegaon ), Arati Kadav (director of Mrs),
and many others, have further underined
that women filmmakers are not only help-
ing shape Indian cinema, but they are also
defining its future on the global stage. Their
ability to craft authentic, thought-provok-
ing stories showcases the diversity of Indian
cinematic voices. And | think that these ac-
complishments represent an occasion for
celebration and contemplation.

Ever since the birth of thecinema indus-
try inIndia over 100 years agn, women have
occupied positions of varying influence but
have never monopolised the spotlight as
they have this year — as writers, actors, pro-
ducers, directors, cinematographers and
muore, Special mention must be made of
Sneha Desai [co-writer of Lagpetoa Laodies
and Maharaf), Ishita Moitra [creator and co-
writer of Call Me Bae), producer Jyoti
Desh pandl: [pn:'sldcnr of Media am:l
Content ness at Reliance Industri
Mparna Purohit (chief executive officer of
Mamir Khan Productions), actors Kani
Kusruti, Anasuya Sengupta, Shahana
Goswami, Chhaya Kadam, Nitanshi Goel,
Pratibha Ranta and Parvathy, cinematogra-
pher Shreya Dev Dube and so many more
whio have pushed the envelope for all of us.

The suceess of Kapadia and her film de-
serves every celebration, as does Guneet
Monga's jouney to the Oscars with Anuja
{co-produced by Monga, it is shortlisted in
the Live Action Short category) and

Sandhya's with Santosh, shortlisted in the
International Feature Film category at
Oscars 2025. Here's hoping they all bring
home even more glory. Their achievements
reflect the importance of representation
and the power of their voices, not just in
terms of gender but in creating opportuni-
ties for unigque narratives to flourish. | am
allso particularly grateful for the opportu-
nity to pitch Loapatma Lodies on a global
stape, well after all the love the film received
from audiences at home. While we didn't
make it to the end, we gave the journey our
very best, pushing boundaries and finding
new paths, as those before us did.

s we step into this new year of possi-
hbilities, the challenge alwad is not merely
about replicating the success of 2024 or the
years gone by but also about ensuring that
these achievements are sustainable and
lead to an on-ground change in the indus-
try. Tomake the triumphs of 2024 a long-
term reality, some challenges must be over-
come: That of creating an enabling
environment where both emergingand ex-
perienced filmmakers — especially those
from undermrepresented groups like women
— have the infrastructure and support they
need to thrive.

The success of any cinema industry can-
not be defined solely by the number of films
showcased at international festivals or the
box-office success of big-budget films. It
must also be defined by the inclusivity of
its narratives and the diversity of the people
telling those stories. The industry must ac-
tively work to foster incusivity, which is the
hallmark of a robust and vibrant film
ecosystemn. In this regard, kudos to Richa
Chadha and Ali Fazal for their initiative in
setting up the Undercurrent Lab to intro-
duce more female gaffers to the industry.
Kudos also o Guneet and her team for set-

5 FRAMES, A STORY

As we step into this new year
of possibilities, the challenge
ahead is not merely about
replicating the success of 2024
or the years gone by but also
about ensuring that these
achievements are sustainable
and lead to on-ground change
in the industry. To make the
trivmphs of 2024 a long-term
reality, some challenges must
be overcome That of creating
an enabling environment
where both emerging and
experienced filmmakers
especially those from
underrepresented groups like
wormen — have the
infrastructure and support
they need to thrive.

A leader’s task

R Sastiamar

ting up the Women in Film chapter in India
and — most important of all — the Women
in Cinema Collective (WCC) for their re-
markable and sustained work towards cre-
ating a safe and equitable workspace for
women in the film industry. There is hope
that initiatives like these will inspire the
change that we deserve: Change that starts
as a delicate ripple and then gathers the
foroe to reshape the world.

Looking ahead, 2025 already holds im-
mense potential — not only for homegrmam
box-office successes but also for pushing
the boundaries of Indian cinema and ex-
panding its global market and influence.
The year is poised to begin with a bang as
the Marathi film Sabar Bondo competes at
the prestigious Sundance Film Festival.
Soon after, the Rotterdarn International Film
Festival will showcase films like Bed Girland
The Puppet’s Tale in competition, whilke Palm
Springs will feature Bum Tikki and
Headhunting to Beathoxing. The Berlinale,
one of Europe’s most revered film festivals,
will continue to highlight Indian talent with
Rima’s Vilknge Rockstars 2.

Lami filled with optimism — not only for
the stories that we will tell but for the cre-
ative and collaborative community we will
continue b build,

Here's hoping that in 2025, we reflect
on the sucoesses of the past year and learn
from them that diversity of voices and
greater representation become embedded
features of our industry and that we are
able to create environments that allow the
traditionally underrepresented to thrive.
These are not mere trends to look forward
to but changes that must take place if the
future of cinema in this country is to
remain vibrant.

Thewriter is o filmmaker

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

ven the wave of interruptions the education system has faced ever since the

pandemic, it is all the more important to get things firmly hack on track. Ensuring
that schoalehildren receive their books promptly can lay the foundation for a

strong academic year ahead.”

—THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

In search
of returns

From FPI flows to stretched
valuations, issues the markets
will face this year

Y
ot
2

NILESH SHAH

INTHE LAST five years, equity returns have
been broad-based and exceptionally high,
especially in small and mid-caps. Almost a
Four-fold jumpin profits between 2020and
2024 supported the broad-based rally. A
lower base due to the below-par returm in
the preceding 10 years also helped generate
higher returns. Loss-maldng sectors like PSL
banks, telecom, and oil marketing -
nies that were turning profitable helped
make the big jump. Local investors have
used every opportunity, including heavy
selling by FPls — October 2021 to June 2022
and October to November 2024 — to in-
crease theirequity allocation. Regular supphy
From promoters and IPOs haven't deterred
theirappetite. In such astrong fows-driven
market, it is natural that there are some ex-
cesses. Some stocks with controlled flow-
Aoat are trading well above their fair value.
Sorme stocks are valued at exceptional future
performance or, aswe call them, price to vi-
sion. Some [POs have happened at a valua-
tion higher than the valuation of existing
listed ci ics, These are ex-

bluechipss, reasonably valued stocks jseotors
like Pharma, IT, telecom, rural consumer st3-
ples and financial servioes are Ekely to out-
perform momentumn stocks. Some stock
pricing in exceptional future performance
will likely face a reality check when the bur-
denof profitable growth starts weighing on
thefund flows. Koepan eye oninsider activ-
ity, especially at these counters.

P flows: Since Covid, FP1s have been
using the revolving door to enterexit India.
They are buyers one month and sellers an-
other. Markets weaken when FPIs sell ag-
gressive ly. FPLs are underwweight in India.
Whl]l: they can justify the und.l:n'w:lghl

luation, itwill be ¢

ignore the long-term growth putrntla].
Many peers of India are scoring self-goals.
Russia is out of bounds due to the Ukraine
war. Brazil is losing favour due to commu-
nist policies. South Africaisin social turmoil.
Under President Domald Trump's adminis-
tration, Chima and Taivwan will have high un-
certainty. Other emerging markets like
Argentina, Vietnam, Indonesia and Saudi
Arabia, etr, are not large from an investor's
point of wievs. As long asour growth and gov-
ermance are compelling to FPLs, they will
likely be buyers at kower levels. Markets can
spike up incase FPls turn aggressive buyers
a5 N0 one ZIVes casy entry to an aggressive
buyer. The Indian market is easy to exit but
difficult toenter.

Regulatory measures: Our markets will
n:actw regulatory measures. Any change in

cesses, which do get sorted out over time.

cation from pﬂ\sm mcn:asr:m divestment

While it is difficult to predict the fu itis
rational to expect that
the following five fac-
tors will need to be
maonitored in 2025,
Investor confi-
dence: Domestic in-
vestors are confident
about India’s growth
story. Unikeinthe past,
itis backed by strong
leadershipat the coun-

5 MOVERS, MARKETS

India Inc. will have to carry
the burden of expectations
by delivering better earnings
growth and corporate
governance. Considerir

supply, fair f ESG norms,
etc., will impact our
markets, Trump's an-
nouncements will add
its share of regulatory
measures that the mar-
ket will have to deal
with. Undoubtedly,
America Firstwill be the
cormerstone of their
policy. The DY has be-
COME SITONZET On ex-

try and corporate lev-  slowing global and domestic  pectations of such poli-
:‘nk;:“mm s likely mtr;: growth, 2025-26 earings E:Jrr;nrl'r::l:us tnr?::;
Fastest-growing major expectations will have to go partmesship will create

economy for some

time, growing at mid-  fae] that any

down. As long as investors

a win-win situation.
The US has improved

single digits. The capi- 3= i A T efficiency and created
talallocationefficiency  L1SAPPOINEMENt i CAININGS oot dotiars of
of Indialnc. isexpected 15 2 short-term deferment, waealth through Indian
to remain better than valuations can be sustained. T talent. Whatever the
that of its peers, re- USimports from China,

Aected in a higher returm on equity capital.
Investors WJII.I:-: confident of double-digit

ﬂr_'y\m'll bewaormed about sabotage and bug-
Eing. Dcspuhc mlll.ums of lines of coding and

if Indi -generation
reforme like more stranghﬂnrward land ac-
quisition, flexible labour laws, and the rule
of Law. India must aim to be richer before it
pets older. Our window of opportunity is
short Theworld is changing from globalisa-
tiom to protectionism. From Unipolar (US-
centric) toMulti-polar{USand China L. From
excessive to adequate liquidity. From
zemlow interest rates and kovw inflation to
ekvated rates and high inflation levels. From
ignorance of environmental norms to
awareness of environmental conditions.
Unlike China, whose growth had tailwinds
of globalisation, India will have to grow in

RAHUL CANDHI'S EVOLLITION as Leader of
Opposition [LoP) has been remarkable. He
made aserious attempt to establish a link be-
tween the Congress party.and civil society. The
Bharat [odo Yatras were the most important
political outcome of this initiative and played
acrucial role before the Lok Sabha elections.
The Congress manifesto managed toincorpo-
rate many of the issues which Gancdhi and his
hﬂwm]icrsdmr:dmmnscyauas.Ths

programmin, d from India, they
dom't have to worry about any cyber risk fse-
curity breach. The India- S partnership can
materially improve security, efficiency and
cost for the US while creating jobs and
growth in India. Realisation by the LS and
shift from China to India will benefit our
eoonomy and market.

Valuation: [ndia Inc. will have to carmy
the burden of expectations as reflected in
our premium valuation, by delivering bet-
ter eamings growth and corporate gover-
nance. Despite subdued growth in the sec-
ond quarter of 2024-25, eamnings
cxpcmnm:slnrthr hl]lymrarrllkrlymbc

What Rahul Gandhi needs to doin2025 to build on his popularity the headwindsof globalisation. Thedisrup-— met C ws-
tiomur ough tect Y tic growth, 2025-26 eamings expectations
comeour headwind o i ‘will have to god from high to low teens.
upan how we master it. As i sfiel that any disappodnt-

Return expectations: ZDerﬂthctybc

Gandhi stands and what he needs todo.

Gandhi, like other Oppasition lcad.crs |slw:|:n

posal.s offered dunru;thc lcglslatM: prmu:d—

Tdeas: It is important to that
Rahul Ganuthi was instrumental in introduc-
inganew marrative of may or justice in recent
years, That might be the reason why the
Congress's manifesto was called the Myay
Patra. Unlike the exclusively caste-centric so-
cial ustice politics of the 19905, this has so far
tried to establish a link between caste-based
exclusion and cconurrul: exploitation. The

creative process
festo into one of the most pcmcriul po]lru:al
ducummodmlsdmdc EumB]I"lcadm in-

cluding Pri recog-

Congressh the NavSankalp
economic policy which focuses on waork,
wealth, am:l welfare. At
ithas em-

nised the potential of the Congress manifesto

bmn:d.thc ideaofacaste

toreorient BF's clec TheCSD5-
Lokniti pre-poll survey 2024 had also shown
that Gandhi's popularityas a serious challenger
increased in this period. Around 27 per cent
respondents across India claimed that they
would like tosee him as the next PR Although
Modi was the most preferred face for PM{47
percent ), one cannot underestimate the grow-
ing popularity of Gandhi.

PPolitical developments post the Lok Sabha
elections were, however, quite different.
Diespite gaining support fomvarious secions,
the Congress could not form the government
inHanyana. The political alliance with differ-
ent parties in Maharashtra did not gowell ei-
ther. The INDIA alliance has not yet evolved
into an effective electoral coalition so far; and
there is growing unease among powerfil re-
gional players. These show that Gandhi's im-
age as “the” leader of the Oppaosition hasbeen
opentochallenges in the Last few months. So,
‘what wentwrong?

EBroadly spealdng, there are at least five as-
pects of opposition politics which requine a
careful analysis — ideas, identities, institutions,
infrastructure, and instruments. Acritical as-
sessment of these aspects will show where

need to have a more in-
formed affirmative ac-
tion policy In away, the
Congress, and for that
matter Gandhi, hasbeen
posing a serious chal-
lenge to wehat [ call the
charitable state model of
the BJF. Rahul Gandhi's
articleinthis newspaper
('A New Deal for Indian
Business', IE, November

Congres

secularism

5 TIPS, POLITICS

almost reluctant
to redefine its position on
not merely in
terms of Hindu-Muslim
relations, but also regarding
the misuse of religion in
politics. Of course, the party
has raised the issue of
targeted lynching of

to assert his Hindu identity the
BJP'scriticismof secularism. [t makes sense as
a political strategy. However, the Congress is
almost reluctant to redefine its position on
secularism — not merely in terms of Hindu-
Muslim relations, but also regarding the mis-
useof religion in politics. Of course, the party
has raised the issue of targeted lynching of
Muslimsand “bulldozer justice™ yet, thereisa
need tohavea principled position on Muslim
presence inlndia. Itis expectedof Gandhi that
he address the
Pasmanda Muslims' as-
sertion in its entirety.
After all, the Pasmanda
movernentisnot menely
about Muslim reserva-
tion; it questions the eoo-
nomic injustice and so-
cial eclusion of deprived
and marginalised sec-
tions among Muslims. it
fits well within the
framework  of  his
iy disoourse,
Institutions: That
Rahul Gandhi has trans-

fr]l_"“‘]‘ﬁancﬁﬂm‘?: Muslims and ‘bulldozer mwm':;““
is line of thinking. P intoa political ohjectisa
shows that he has justice’yet, thereis aneed to significant move,

evolved as a “thinking
politician"who can offer
a set of constructive res-
olutions while challeng-
ing pre inthe po-
litical economy of the country. Interestinghy,
however, this “creative thinking™ has not

havea pmlup]cd position on
Muslim presence in India.

However, the politics of
the Constitution cannot
become effective if itis
not linked to an equally
constructive politics of institutions. The
Congress, for SOME reasan, has not used

ings and performative

:There |sa5cnuus|mbaL
ance between the discourse of nyay propa-
gated by Rahul Gandhi at the national level
and its acceptahbility as an ideology by grass-
roats Congressworkers. The party infrastruc-
ture at the state level is yet to be revived.
Congress's regional leaders find it diffioult o
speak a coherent poditical language which
resonates with the concerns raised by him
inhis speeches and yatras There are bwo rea-
s0ns behind it. First, the party has not macde
any effort to reorganise itself at the regional
and local level. Second, the top leadership
has failed toestablish a model which makes
Congress a distinctive national party. As are-
sult, there is no connection between the elec-
tioneering process and the revival of
Congress's organisation.

Instrumenits: Rahwl Candhi's dose asso-
clationwith civil-society groups has certainky
empawered him to learn a new Language of
alternative politics. His yvatras were also
framed as a non-electoral effort aiming to
create a cohesive and inclusive social order.
In this sense, the yatras became an effective
instrument o carve out a distinctive space
for the Congress. However, no attempt has
been made to rationalise these alternative
civil-society instruments in the sphere of
electoral politics. This is not an casy task.
Competitive electoral politics has lost its
maoral value and linking it to civil society-ori-
ented moves such as Bharat Jodo or Nyay
‘Yatras requires serious creative thinking.
Itahul. Gandhi, and for that matter, the

Parliame: sibeto

translated infoany constructi
gramme sofar.

Identities: The question r.ll'n:lcmlry is
slighitly differen

ne i

p e felt. Even his interventions
in [’arllamcm seem o be guided by media
i LoP. he need:
mstructive pro-

tD create abalance

give thought to this. Afterall,
successin politics depends on the efficacy of
instruments and their igorous refashioning.

ayearof significantly lower retums th

ment ineami

last five years. The range of retums will be
narrower between large, mid- and small
caps, with the risk-return ratio favouring
large caps. Sector rotation and stodk sebec-
tiom will be key as the market rally narmows
and meoves across sectors and stocks, Bruised

can 1
Our markets are a long-term value cre-
ator and every correction will be a
great opportunity to enter with moderate
refum expectations.

The writer is MDD Kotak Mahindre AMC

FOR REGIONAL PEACE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A crisis to
the West" [IE, December 30). Pakistar's
cross-border airstriloes @ in Afghanistan

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

the question: ks it time for india to make
tough dedsions? Sharma's performance:
inthis series has been dismal. Kohli, while
havingar returm hasalsy

|ost his edge. \'th players fail to meet

hawe not violate WS-
ened relations between the Shehbaz
Sharif government and the Taliban. This
is im the aftermath of Pakistan accusing
the Taliban of sheltering outlaws while
igmioring its own record. Cross-border
trache and the free movernent of people
in a peaceful environment will benefit
all countries.

Sankar Paul, Nodia

THE OLD GUARD

THIS REFERS TO the respost, ‘Dravmito die-
fieat' {IE, December 31| India's crushing
defieat in the Boxing Day Test has once
again exposed deep issues: Battling col-
lapses, missed r:hanl:v:s.andqmnmhlc
decisions. Themaost

with senior players Rohit Sharma and
‘Virat Kohli, whose recent struggles raise

it's time o reassess,

Sanjay Chopea, Mahaii

HOLISTIC LEARNING

THIS REFERS TO the article, The crisis of
history (IE, December 31). Democracy
can be strengthened in India only by ra-
tinnal dtizenry holding mutual dreams
of national progress. India has a large
population, with the young constituting
the majority. Mobilising the demo-
graphicdividend has always remained a
:hallrngr for [ndia. Rcwnnng history
en the most pre
rogative of the current government,
which is detrimental to understanding
our past, biases aside. If history is writ-
ten holistically, itwill create acountry of
non-judgmental and critical thinkers.
Valbhav Goyal, Chandigarf:

The writer is mssod , C505
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Country shamed

The victim blaming and procedural lapses in the Anna
University rape case underscores the urgent need for reform

has once again brought shame upon the nation, highighting the pervasive nature

The recent sexual assault case involving a 19-year-old student at Anna University

of gender-based violence and the systemic failures in addressing it The horrify-
ing incident, compounded by the insensitivity of law enforcement, has triggered wide-
spread outrage and calls for accountability. On December 23, Gnanasekaran alleged-
ly raped the student on the university campus after threatening to release videos of her.
The accused confined the survivor for over an hour and recorded the assault. While
the Chennai Police Commissioner, A Arun, claimed swift action by apprehending the
accused within 24 hours, the Madras High Court highlighted glaring lapses in the palice's
handling of the case. Particulary damning was the revelation that the First Information
Report (FIR) published on the police website disclosed the victim's details, leading to
further victim shaming and mental agony. The High Court's rebuke of the police was
scathing. A Bench of Justices SM Subramaniam and
\ Lakshminarayan criticised the language used in the

FIR, terming it misogynistic and reflective of victim-
blaming aftitudes. Such lapses, the Court noted, breach
the victim's fundamental rights under Article 21 of the
Constitution, which guarantees dignity.
To address these lapses, the Court ordered the for-
mation of a Special Investigation Team (SIT) compris-
ing senior IPS officers to probe the case. It also direct-
ed the Tamil Nadu government to provide interim com-
pensation of Rs 25 lakh to the victim and ensure her
protection. The Court has rightly underscored the
of sensitising police personnel to handle such

cases with empathy and professionalism. This case is not an isolated incident but a
grim reminder of the larger problem of sexual violence that plagues India. Despite con-
stitutional guarantees of equality and dignity, women continue to face systemic discrim-
ination and viokence. The societal tendency to blame victims, coupled with institution-
al apathy, exacerbates their traumna. The High Court’s poignant questions — "Why can't
a woman walk freely, dress as she wishes, or speak to a man without being judged?”
— resonate deeply in a sociaty still grappling with entrenched patriarchy. The Court right-
ly emphasised that the onus is on the State and society to protect women without per-
petuating stigma or blame. The incident also exposed lapses in campus security at Anna

The ity, which allows

access to outsiders, failed to pre-

vent the accused from entering the premises. The police’s approach also came under
scrutiny for prematurely ruling out the involvement of additional suspects. The Court
directed the State to examine whether rules were viokated during these proceedings. This
tragic case underscores the urgent need for systemic reforms. Law enforcement must
be trained to handle cases of sexual viokence with sensitivity. The media, too, must exer-
cise resfraint in reporting such cases to avoid amplifying the victim's trauma.

Tourists enjay aher Fush snowiall, ai Paitop hill stafion in Udbampur

India’s forest cover grows,

but grim realities linger

While India’s State of Forests Report highlights an increase in forest cover, it also raises

concerns about troubling trends s

g~ Nl State of Forests

(ISFR) 2023, a biennial
report published by the
Forest Survey of India (FSI)
<& under the Union Mi
of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change is finally out after
a delay of almost one year. The
report is being hailed as a harbin-

gerof good news as itannounced |

an increase in Indias forest and
tree cover by 1,289 Sq.km. since

2021 reaching 25.17 per cent of l“

the total geographical area in
023, whicgl": s'ui]: Indias forest
cover at 7,15,342.61 sqlm. But
the report also high]is ts some
Frim aspects of Indias state of
orests.In the recent past, the
incidence of forest fires has dis-
turbingly gone up, especially in
the hi );tglcs. 'I'E;:u: Fl"m:ﬁ kra\'c
destroyed many hectares of dense
forests thereby ruining fragile
ccosystems and irlcpﬁacca le
Himalayan biodiversity.

The ISF report echoes the same

and ohserves a sharp spike in for-
est fires especially in the moun-
tain states of Himachal,
Uttarakhand, and Jammu and
Kashmir. The data collected using
the Visible Infrared Imaging
Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) pre-
sented in the report, showed that
Himachal Pradesh witnessed an
increase of forest fires by a stun-
ning 1,33% per cent, while
Jammu & Kashmir saw a rise in
forest fire by a staggering 2,822
while Uttarakhand was relative-
ly better off with 293 per cent rise
in forest fire incidents. What the
government was doing as the
pristine forests turned to ashes, is
a burning question.On the other
hand, the report also highlighted
the rapidly dwindling forest cover.
Between 2003 and 2023, more
than 24,000 sq km of dense
forests — half the size of Punjab
— have disapgan:d. More con-
cerning is the fact that the loss has
occurred in ecologically fragile
zones such as the Western Ghats
and The Nilgiris over the past
decade. The Western Ghats
recognised as UNESCO World
Heritage Biodiversity Hotspot
ﬁuffﬂtﬁ an overall loss of 58.22 s
km in forest cover. On the other
hand, the Nilgiris reported the
steepest decline of 123 sq km. The
report also showed a decrease of
32730 5g km in forest cover in the
northeastern region. This irre-

placeable loss of dense forests
sadly was not seen as a wake-
up call for the authorities even
though the forest cover in the
hill districts is just 40 per cent
of their geographical area
against the Forest Policy man-
dated 66.6 per cent. This is
very alarming as the increased
number of landslides and
floods can be traced to the loss
of forest cover in the hills. <
The maintenance of the soil
health, ecological stability, and
ability to counter landslides
and floods depend on ade-
quate forest cover in the
hills. The biennial 15F report
has since its inception in 1991
served as a reference point
the nation to assess its forest
wealth and understand the
roblems plaguing India's
Eﬁbmslaﬁmr r:‘ganE{Bul this
[\;w‘s report has been criticised
y experts who have pointed
out discrepancies and have
labelled the data as “inflated
Several experts for instance
have criticised the inclusion of
bamboo plantations, coconut
groves, and orchards among
others as part of the forest
cower, as these are agroforestry-
related and make no meaning-
ful contribution towards the
environment.
The experts opine that the
inclusion of agroforest planta-
tions such as rubber, eucalyp-
tus, acacia and mangp,
coconut, areca nut and shade
trees in tea and coffiee planta-
tions has led to the inflation in

FOREST LANDS
DIVERTED FOR
DAMS, ROADS,
RAILWAYS AND

OTHER SUCH

FROM RECORDS,
THUS INFLATING THE

MODERATELY DENSE

the tree to 1,269 sq km.
But the mu that Ihﬂ:ﬁ cat-
egorics of trees are grown for
commercial purposes and are
harvested in time therefore not
E:uvidingan‘yocnl.o ical value
r biodiversity, wildlife con-
servation or acting as effective
carbon sinks. Moreover, the
fact that the report does not
cstablish a correlation between
forest areas or areas designat-
ed as forests in government
records and forest cover also
adds to the problem.
Additionally, the experts also

PERMAMNENT observed lhal_lhc report failed
CONSTRUCTIONS 5;@;?%5@;@?&%
OVER TIME ARE  forest mape,georeerencing of
LOST FOREVER BUT  Recorded Forest Arcas (RFA)
ARE NOT DELETED  ed forest lands. The absence of

these elements weakens the
report's credibility.

Forest lands diverted for dams,
roads, railways and other such

FIGURES. Rcrma.ncl'nt cm%ﬁnmm
INDIA LOST e from econ
i i s, Indi

30,808 SQ KM OF  infting he s Indislos
OPEN AND SCRUB xlnlll:‘]ﬁariistsalgngsjl I;.EI'.'-'J

5 e 5
FORESTS g,c,cmf,“nd“’l’,a?!—.f ;q";?...mf.ﬁf
ALONGSIDE I.L“r:L:.t: orests o ‘non-forest
14,073 SO KM OF By the looks of it, the ISF
repart 2023 seems to be in a
hurry to increase forest cover
FORESTS i India. At least on paper. This

could be to do with India’s tar-
get of increasing its forest and

KOTA SRIRAJ

uch as increase inforest fires and allegations of inflated data

tree cover which can absorb an
additional amount of 2.5 bil-
lion to 3 billion tonnes of car-
bon dioxide equivalent by
2030,
The government could have
done well to ensure the presen-
tation of accurate data that was
based on actual tree census
and not plantations, groves,
and orchards. The govern-
ment should have also
removed those forest lands
from its database that have
been permanently diverted
for non-forest purposes,
The ISF report has immense
significance for India as it is
wi.dl:lyuscd.asagrimaryin[nr-
mation source by the central
and state governments.
Additionally, forestry profes-
sionals of State Forest
Departments rely on the report
ﬁarpthc cl'l’octiw? discharge of
their responsibilities. The
inputs and data provided by
this report regarding forest
resources of India help in the
evaluation and formulation of
forest-related policies, pro-
grammes, ans legislation.
Given the crucial role played by
the ISF report, the government
must revisit the recent report
and ensure that the questions
and doubts raised by experts
are effectively addressed. The
onus is on the government to
keep the trust intact by releas-
ing reports based on mobust and
accurate data.

(The author is a policy ana-

lyst. The views are personal)

The teachers who shaped my life:
Lessons beyond the classroom

SANJAY CHANDRA

For me, the journey of learning began in classrooms with inspiring
teachers and extended into workplaces with exceptional bosses

¢ meet several peo-
Wp]c in our lives.
While we learn

something from each per-
son, many teach us invalu-
able lessons that help us
navigate the rough and tum-
bie of the daily grind. These
are the teachers who shape
our lives. The earliest 1
remember are two school-
teachers from my dasses 5 to
7. Miss Kumar tanght us
English; Miss Singh was the
Arithmetic teacher.

Itis no wonder that I devel-
oped a liking for the unlike-
liest combination of English
and Maths, Another was my
mathematics teacher from
classes 10 to 1.

1 was a favourite student,
probably because 1 could
discuss with him complex
problems on the move while
cycling to and from school.
My love for communication
and thinking on my feet
were firmly entrenched in
my psyche ? him. In later
years, 1 could not have nav-
igated my professional jour-
ney but for the few outstand-
ing bosses, [ worked with.
1 joined my first job in a
leading government manu-
facturing company. 1 stayed
there for a year, only for the

¥

training. It seemed like an
extension of college except
that we were now paid a
salary and were expected to
lead a structured office life.
Lapted to spend the last few
months of the training in the
computer department. [ sur-
prised myself. This was one
of the two subjects in college
in which 1 had secured a
poor ‘D' grade.

I developed a computer-
based inventory manage-
ment system for the plant,
the first in the organization.
I worked diligently, probably
also committing a few mis-
takes, confident of the sup-
port of my Bengali boss.I
joined the railway services. It
was an entirely different ball
game. | was the head of a

maintenance shed with
1000+ staff working under
me. My boss went to the
shed with me for the first
week. The next week, he
threw me, not in the swim-
ming pool, but in the ocean.
It was training by fire.

Yet, he was aFways there to
guide and support me when-
ever m:cd.cﬂiﬁ help. The
innumerable management
lessons 1 learned in my first
year were to hold me in good
stead during my remaining
professional journey nl?'
almost three decades. After
20 years of service with the
railways, I decided to opt for
retirement and join a Euv-
ernment cnmﬁny. My boss
was a soft-spoken Sikh gen-
tleman,

He also shared a common
trait with my first railway
boss, It was a complete free-
dom to operate.

He taught me everything
that he knew about a new
subject. His only demands
were integrity and honesty. 1
had no problems with that.
He would fight fiercely for
me with his seniors if the sit-
uation demanded. 1 never
regretted my decision to
leave the railways.I quit the
government to join the pri-

vate sector. [t was a new jun-
gle for me,
The boardroom politics, crit-
icism of a subordinate by
those sitting at the head of
the table in stage-managed
whispers loud enough to be
hcalE by the intended vic-
tim, and smirks by col-
leagues at the snub by a
senior, were only a few of the
goings-on 1 had not wit-
nessed in the government
sector.
1 had no hesitation in men-
tioning to a packed andience
when asked about the rea-
sons for the success of the
overnment sector, ‘Good
osses, who value others
and mentor each individual
like a teacher™ hope that
someone else remembers
me as fondly.
These words by an unknown
author resonate with me, "1
wasn't born to just teach, I
was borm to inspire others, to
change people, and to never
ive up; even when faced
with challenges that seem
impossible.”
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and condscts
classes in creative writing:
views are persomal)

LETTERS i R FT 01000

RELIEF FOR MIDDLE-CLASS
Madam —As the new year approaches,
salaried employees are likely to face signif-
icant tax deductions from their salaries for
the financial year 2024-2025. While taxes
are deducted throughout the year, the
months leading up to March 2025 will see
an increased burden, further aggravating
the financial challenges of India’s middle
dlass. Reduced take-home pay diminish-
es purchasing power, leading to decreased
spending by the salaried class, which, in
turn, impacts the economy.
Considering these challenges, the govern-
ment is reportedly exploring measures to
boost consumer spending. One such mea-
sure under consideration for the financial
year M25-2026 budget is making person-
al income up to Rs 15 lakh per annum tax-
free. Speculations suggest that the govern-
ment 15 actively working in this direction,
and the decision on tax cuts in the upcom-
ing budget appears almost certain, Taxation
is currently governed by two systems: the
old tax regime (OTR} and the new tax
regime (NTR). A reduction in tax liabili-
ty would particularly benefit salaried
employees, increasing their disposable
income. This would lead to hi%hﬂl con-
sumer spending, ultimately helping the
economy recover from its slowdown. For
the financial stability and development of
middle-class families, the central govern-
ment’s decision to make personal income
up to Rs 15 lakh per annum tax-free in the
2025-2026 budget is crucial. This move
wotld play a vital role in ensuring better
financial planning and stabiliy for the mid-
dle class.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Fonda

PROFIT OVER HUMANITY
Madam — The article on caring for the
stars and being careless to earth
(December 30) ‘F’r;:scnls worth consider-
ing arguments. The basic problem lies in
the econamic order in viogue in most parts
of the world. The essence of the order is
commodifying everything and chasing
profit in every activity. In the process
small players arebeing gulped by the big

Koneru wins World Rapid Chess Champion

Koneru Humpy as World Rapid
Chess Champion is another feath-

er in India’s Chess success. We all know

Th.c recent chess title victory by

that the year 2024 has been a marvellous
r for India, particularly as we success-

Ly managed to lift so many titles in the
sport of Chess. The grit and brilliance of

fish to monopolise the field and then
search for opportunities elsewhere with
the State’s help to emerge as an imperial
force is the basic activity found all over.
Leaving millions of people to starve to
enrich the minuscule super-rich is the pri-
oritised programme of the order in
vogue.
Instead of political force deciding the eco-
momic course it is the economic force that
decides the political course. The policies
of the governments are designed to
favour tl"ii; ultra-rich section. If policies
are not changed to its favour, the giants
are capable of changing the government
itself. Poverty, climate-related hostilities
and human destruction due to induced
and perverted conflicts between nations,
faiths, races and the Erccdy groups are
simply the fallouts of the empirical power
maoney has gained over the human being
instead of helping its inventors, Caring the
stars and other planets while being cruel
to fellow beings struggling around us is
like Mamhillglicc‘w fuel sticks in a desert lot.
Course change is imminent.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

Indian Chess Champions has marvelled
the entire world, be that the moment of
India becoming the FIDE Chess
Olympiad 2024 winner in Budapest, D
Gukesh becoming the World Chess
champion at the age of 18 in Sin, e,
and now Ms Koneru Humpy di.ng:ing
her second FIDE World Rapid Crownin
New York. This year in 2024 particular-
Iy, India spent a considerably wonderful
time at the podium top stairs, enjoying
many titles and trophies.
The chess prowess of Indians need no
introduction today, thanks to our chess
masters and grandmasters. Especially the
young chess players deserve the epitome
of appreciation for their wonderful game
spinit, patience and sincere grit behind
every move of check and mates.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

INDIA'S LIBERALISATION ARCHITECT
Madam — From being an economist of
great repute to RBI Governor, Deputy
Chairman of the Flanning Commission,
Finance Minister and then becoming
Prime Minister of India, not many can
walk in his shoes. When the economy
was stuttering and license raj was the
order of the ‘f&y and there was a suffo-
cating environment for industrialists, Dr.
Manmohan Singh became the architect
of liberalisation in 1991 along with late
PV Narsimha Rao, who allowed our
country to take a great leap forward.
The Victor Hugo moment of our 1991
budget was doctored by him, which led
to India emerging as an economic pow-
erhouse. He may have been ca]lmsman
accidental Prime Minister but durin
those 10 years at the helm he did his _ioﬁ
with aplomb under the given circum-
stances of compulsions of coalition pol-
itics.

Bal Govind | Noida
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Audit needs to be proper

Global investors will look for transparent
accounting, best practices are a must

HE LASTCOUPLE of k I 1 F | Report -
IngAuth (NFRA), th | r‘hHHUbornln 2018, getting its
act together with a keen sense m‘pur;mc and apparent determi-
nation. This is consistent with the need for a qualitative improve-
ment in India's aucl 1 and to move insynchronywith
theconstantly uwlvlng globzlsmndnrdms the NFRAhas put its foot down
and widened the scope of inspections, however, a host of controversies too
ham.-urup‘tcd which refuse to dleduwmslly While the demarcation of the
of the Instl fChartered A s ol India(ICAL), thestatu-
tory body regulating the CA profeaslun.nnd the NFRA was thoroughly
debated during the formative period of NFRA itself, and defined with rea-
somabile clarity, the“turf conflicts" weren't to end soon,

According to recent reports, sollcitor general of India Tushar Mehta has
stated, in response toopinion sought by the NFRA, that the ICAT doesn't have
the power to lssue standards on quality management (SOMs) for accoun-
tancy fimw.orlntmduc: consequential changes to audit norms. The SG's

ition that the ICAL s notonly not empowered
tolssue “audit standards"on Ituown but it can'tall alone publish SOMs,which
encormpass auditing and all mlcl:u rendered by accountancy firms, Going
Try the SG's view, the two new quality dards — SQM1 and
SOM2 — for auditors kssued by the ICAI an October 14 may not be legally
tenable. Put plainly, Section 143(10) of the Companies Act empowers the
government Lo g audit and audit-related dards, based on the
ICAT's recommenclations, but subject to consultations with and review by
thie NFRA, Of course,until the Centre notifies these standards, those specified
Ty the ICATwill rermain 1; that is,the ICAl's absol inthis
regard are“transitory” in nature, and can't be invoked afresh,

TheICAI nundumnndlng of the CA profession and practical issues faced

hi than that ofanyoneelse. But
lnthe current debates, it s indeed caught on thewrong foot. It is undenlable
Ihatsulﬂclent\QMu:tthu level of audit frms are fundamental to the qu:l

systems

NDIAN TRADE POLICY needs
to prepare for navigating com
plex challenges In 2025, The
challenges will arise from a
combination of factors, These
Include President Trump's assumption
of offlce as the US Presldent; a stagna
tlon In global economle growth and
consequent lower demand for manu
facturlng exports; possibilities of far
reaching political changes Impacting
trade with major partners; and a lower
rate of domestle sconamie grawth.
President Trump's declslons on tar
Iffs will impact prices of varlous
exports to the US, For India too, the tar
Iffs will be meaningful given that the
US s Its largest export market, 1f
Trump tariffs are levied on several of

Al

® POLICY REBOOT
IN 2025, INDIA'S TRADE POLICY SHOULD FOCUS ON SERVICES, US AND JOINING THE CPTPP

Navigating trade challenges

AMITENDU PALIT

Saniar resaarch labow and ressarch lesd (trade and
sconamics), Institute of South Asian Studies, National
Ursvarsity ol Singapare

India's Il“ull.‘ policy will uoocl to

are some Theao Fnlln:all}'. India has

adjust g to the

One of the most lmpamm poals ln
this regard should be to make trade
polley move out of Its excessive focus
on protecting Interests of manufac
turing exports. Indla's service exports
are performing commendably, It Is
thme that the trade policy and domes
|

the US'major trading thenan
Interesting scenariowill emerge where
these partners will explore ways of clr
cumventing tariffs for accessing the
US market, The likely outcome, as
already demonstrated by China, will be
to relocate production to locations
from which exporting to the US won't
attract tarlffs, Indla might need to
explore similar options too.

Tarlffs will Impact o:mn :mnpctl

dustrial polley work In tandem to
CNCOUrAgE MoTe service exports.
In the foreseeable future, service
exports are uulll:ely 1o

winloed ou tries with
whaoin It can teade effectively In these
Ivems, But non-strategle exports might
face access hurdles and start declining.
In this regard, trade policy must not be
reactive and should take a long-term
objectiveview,

Two speciflc areas of engagement
demand attenthon. The fiest of these Is
with the US, With the US likely to look
at trade relations with India exclusi

wely, as itwill for all of its

tiveness with US i the
products I:mmlng more expensive. The

hestandards perse. Similaly, }
atandards?!\ﬁmthelcm sview that audit 'Ingatthe Lemm-
mnylml ouuldhemntcm withthr: component auditors” reports whilevet -
| s of corporate groups, defies logic,
Mnn:-' of the large accounting frauds and fund diversions reported in the
country have seen either complicit invol ordeft use of subsldiary

lonof market access in the USwill be
:ompnunded by slower economic
parts of il tdand its

effect on demand for Indlan eXpOTts,
Some Indications In this regard are
already visible through lower growth of
:r.\dlnou.\l ’hot" Indi.\n exports Ilke

ENCOu I prob partners, India must also
lemsthat goods exportsare India's focus on do so. While negotiating
facing. Globally, trade s manufacturing with the US, defensive
concentrating more among exports should be Interests like recovering
geopolitically  aligned Generalised System of
blocks. This tendency will  Selectiveandon  prorerances (GSP)
In:re'\se as Internatlonal items that can shouldn't be the prierlty.
I become  more navigate The US Congress hasn't
fraglle and cm!lennoun Tatal renewed the GSP pro
Unilateral wEF ramme since it explired
and reclprocal actions In currents deftly Eu December 3 1.2%20.
the form of tarlifs and non The possibility of it being

tarlff resteictions are alio

going te Increase, This will varlously
Impact price competitiveness and mar

ket access rnrmanufa:mrlug eXPOrts.

firma, It s vital for the group auditors to sit together with the |
auditors, and satisfy themselves of the whole audit process for the group.
This s Indleed the dominant global practice under ISAG00, which global
Inwestors place their faith in.

To be sure, such coheslveness among auditors s envisaged under India's
company laws too, but not followed on flimsy grounds, It Is important to
ldentifyrlukoentms\oﬂthln cory il fclently and | I
Hvely, proc ..amlnnrmp];mg;u il i
sealable audit systems. In fact, th § W adi .....-rlowr:ll Lo
asle for group audit reports todoublecheck, Given Indian companies”inereas -
Ing exposure to global markets and finance, and the country’s significant
reliance on global i it start-ug and pro
eets, it can'tafford any complaceney in allsnlnﬁ Itsaudit practices with the
best in the world, The prospects of audit, after all,are contingent on healthy
and fast-growing companies.

Here's why there's hope
for climate financing

50, WEREAT theand of another record bm:lungycartorhm Itl:mmﬂl‘fomwl)'
certaln®at the start of [ berthat 2024 ks golng tobe t
and more than 1.59C above the pre- uulun:tlalhauelh!r.‘ a::nrdlnum the Copernleus
Climate Change Service, part of th vatlon pr

Tha Parks Agreement temperature target, whl:hmmnm try and limitwarming to
1.5%Cabeove pre-industrial bevels and “wel bedow"29€, ks Inserious jeopardy, Though
this year's breach bs likely to be ternporary, with global temperatures boosted by E1
Nifto, Zeke Hausfather, researcher at non-profit group Berkeley Earth, told the
CGiuarelian that the 1! 5Lgoal|s‘dcu!mhamdoom all™,

That sentimaent | hout the sclentifle bt we

ucts, More |:olln:.|l mrhulcn:e includ
Ing changes n governments In India's
key export markets in Europe and Waest
Asla, can further affect the prosy of

™
ll\e Carbon Hm’dor-‘\dluam\ont Mecha
nlsm (CBAM) will spring up across the
woeld, hitting carbon-intensive exports
M d 4

ke steel

exports. A projected lowerlevel of domas
the esconomie growth will Impact capac
Ity urillsation of manufacturing exports,
which, as it Is, will be impacted by the
other mentioned changes.

India's focus on manufacturing
exports should be selective and on ltems
that can navigate geopolltical currents
deftly, hmnl:omlumnﬁ. critcal mlncr

restored by the Trump
administration Is remote. Even if it is
restored, for Indla, which was scrapped
of the benefit while It existed, gettin
GEP-like preferential aceess will enta
large market access trade-offs that
would stir domestic discontent. India
also shouldn't be obsessed with secur
ing more H-18 visas. The current anti
Immigration sentiment In the US ls
unlikely to see the new government
agreeelng to a wholesome suppert of
the H 11i m:hcmc. The US blg tech's
towards Indlan

als, food pr

@® LOOKING BACK
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
2024 has been marked by many feats...

Wae are determined to work even harder
in 2025 and realise our dream of a Viksit Bharat

professionals should ensure that H-18
continues to remaln a source of mobil
Ity for the skilled Indlan without any
overt lobbying.

‘With the US, however, India must,
Inthe scope of any likely bilateral trade
deal, seek to obtaln more support for
dew:inplnq mlc%r.\led girﬂnl camhll
ity gthe
robust growth in Indlan service
exports and generating domestic jobs.
Global US businesses, such as
Microsoft, Deloltte, Citl, Amazon, and
‘Walmart, are running GCCs in India,
‘These hubs have the potential to power
India's services export growth to new
helghts by explolting the synergles
with local start-ups In varlous areas.

It s also time for India to work on
jeining a high-quality rules-based
trade framework like the Comprehen
slve and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacifle I’aﬁmuhH:{L‘I"rl'l’}.'rhc
framework will provide deep preferen
thal access to three G7 member markets

Japan, Canada, and the United King
dom (UK). 1t will also provide similar
access to other CPTFF member mar
kets, lke Australia, New Zealand, Mex
leo, Peru, Chile, Singapore, Brunel, Viet
nam, and Malaysla, over and above
what India currently has through exist
Ing bilateral and reglonal agreements
with some of these countries. The new
access can compensate some of the
potential access loss In the US market,

The CPTPP Is arguably the best
exampleof a 215t century new-gener
atlon trade agreement, [ts rules will
help Indian exports to upgrade and
maodernbse. It will bring new export
oppartunities, not just for goods, but
also for services like financlal, busi
ness, travel, and miscellaneous, and
support further domestle growth of
GCCs, Jolning the CPTPP should be a
priority moving ahead.

Views are porsonal

Let the rupee find its own level

Seeking elusive stability in the exchange rate while the

N CHANDRA MOHAN

Tha writar s an econeemics and businass
cammantator based In Naw Dalks

economy remains open to capital flows entails a relatively
less independent monetary policy to boost growth

AS THE MEW year kicks off, the persist
lngmnkmuu of the rupee vis-h-vis the
Us dallar in 2024 —although not as
much as China's yuan, South Korea's
won, Tlrkiye's liea, o Indonesia’s ruplah,
among other currencles —ralses Impor

returns as the 47th President of the US,
Paradaxically, while he wants a weaker
dollar to boost American exports and
protect jobs, his tarlffblusteronly malkes
thedollarstronger. Higher tarkffs impact
domestle consumers through higher
prices dencywill alsowiden the

have yet to grapple with whar that means. s ro:enll)' as November at COP29, the
Unlted Natbons cli nfer fam, thy wcm pmmwnand
pledges to keep™ t5°1.wllh|1:r¢a:h"1‘rnre‘- fad of [

tantquestl Itseffect onthe Indian

Thosewls " adeprec
ating rupee are exporters, as [t improves
thelr compet Itiveness in selling thelr
abroad. Those who would

posts, butin 2025, th b ashl.ﬂlnt.. { her th pryword
about keeplnga ! i yos,wearelkelytobreach 1.59C,but
wecan still act tolimitwarming — followed by action,

complain Include Indlan travellers, who

Inldge: deficit because of tax cuts and
higher spending, further driving up
inflation, With the US Federal Reserve
cautious on cutting Interest rates, the
consequent higher yields on US trea
surles will attract Inﬂnwu

During the kst couple of years, how
ever,the RBI 'sstance shifted toan inflex
Ible exchange rate palicy, argues Arvind
Subramanian, former chief economic
advisor to the government of Indla, The
REI's interventlons sought to ensure a
stable exchange rate of the rupee vis-h
wis the dollar by drawing down foreign
exchange reserves by as much as § 100
150 billlon since October 2021, Last Fri
day, for Instance, the REI resorted to dol
lar sales of $2.5 billlon via state-run

banks to defend the rupee

And ltwould be rembss of me not to polnt out where actbon |s b Them"s
been a host mnnnumm:al achbevements this year fromthc closure of the UK

I.mcml plant and th invued thaf dles to
Lo i the Beazlli g toa nlne m:mlnlhell montha to
Jualy. Yet at the same time, fossil globally reached a recoed high in

2024, and lhemlllnnsmlnglmml Tosall fuel subsiclics far outwelghs the money
being spent on climate change, If there's a concept that
defined 2024 — particularly bn COP29 negatiathons whene
eountries hashed out a rew Anance goal to support devel
oplng eountries Il‘athe‘l’unslingsap

Amnultitud has made it clearthat the
Diod! and elb Ines are decply A with
health, food and water Whether it 'sa decline in bats leading
to hlgher lnhm nwrtallty.ex:remoly et weather con
tributing to) thedual
mtcrcrlmtﬂoodmgal\:lnlmughn!’mnllwtholmumm

LARA

abroac,

now need to exchange more rupees to
acquire dollars for thel
s too will thousands of students who
plan to study overseas as thelr loan
expenses will be more.

Acheaper rupee Is also bad news for
the oll iImport -dependent Indian econ
omy as imports become costller, besldes
contributing to higher inflation, The sil
werlinkng, however, s that desplte geopo
ltlcal tensions in West Asla, global crude
prices are not ruling at elevated levels
due to relative excess supply amidst
lower demand for all, Low prices offset
the rupee impact of the costs of rising
energy Imports, The country's overall

from forelgni hio

whan it hita two-year low.

rupes belng allowed to fluctuate in line
with market forces.

Secking s:ahlllt}' In the exchange
rate—which has made the rupee over
valued in the process—while the econ
omy Is open to capital Inflows and out
flows entalls abandening a strong
manetary palicy, According to Subra
manian, this shift in stance of late has
damaged the country's export compet]
thveness by 10% and resulted in a tight
enlng of monetary condltlons at a time
of slowing economic growth. Interest
ingly, the latest officlal monthly review
of the economy appears to concur with
this assessment as it mentions that "a
comblination ormomury policy stanee

pull out from emerging The coming year will To be sure, the country
markets ke India, weak-  see more downward  has adequate forelgn ex
enlng the Fupee. press change reserves — which
What can podicymakers “"he: ‘:ITI‘ Are enoL a
doabout the rupce? Since  TUp@e as the d year's Imports — to defend
1993, the Reserve Bankof  further strengthens  the currency unit,
India (REI) has followed & after Donald Trump The shift In stance and
flexible exchange rate pol returns to office Its consequences can be

ey, which allowed the cur-

betterund d through

rency unit to be largely

market-determined. [t has regularly
malntained that it doesn't target any
particular exchange rate of the rupee,
although Itc'\n and :Ior.‘s In:orvcnc to

amooth

Impon INIleIIrMulndwlludustryu Pup
u|x1o:cn. ecome imp surfaces being highlyimpaort-intensive, thank 5 1 the global i fal
W“-LIAMS ling th hall il Access to lnternatlnmll}' 1\lallahlo raw erisls from mid-2007 oxﬂyzmv orthe
Boombarg .l\maaorro n iblished by th 1 5cl lals and inter like  so-called *taper tantrum’, when It hits
ence-Policy Fla:formon Iuoxlivcrsh'xanslI.cnmlcm‘ier for anuoml:llmf‘ smarmlmnon In the lows of €688 toadollarin August 2013,
d dth |mIM-M-H'Ir i, eountry — which become costlle the REI did not defend the rupee by
far have taken siloed, pp MHmm bk lead lod lhecnmimwuwlllmmmdm! drawing  down  forelgn  exchange
h blod yithrough tree-planting programimes, ward pressure on the rupee as the dollar reserves, Instead, it even bullt upreserves

Momrdmntnﬂmnou'lmmllmhdmn|:mblcma1:u|:m:lmn:pom::tﬂ
m:urns .n' el In:llmm ! rovcaln

1L i 1 "

" I “"roodwoduccmcmi:awrmﬂmnpor

thom of the world's embssbons, Market proponents offer up carbon credits as a solu

thom,a rdrry Wiyt mmmnncyfmmmﬂ:hymﬂom ko poore, cllmm vulmral:la
ons, | dits often almto P

poalsand co-benefits, but storkes of dodgy methadologles b rhits abuses, and

greenwashing have dellvered blows to theveluntary carbon market's reputation,
Carbon nurl:mmylmwa nlighlh-I bet:ermnn 2025, .\sawldoly.\ntl.clpa:cd

B nnal.rN‘ chad hed at COP29,

I s lityof and ds Aforsuch |m.'u!d|tpml.dcn 1;'whlnltg

il
the market forworthwhi hat may struggh
there's still reason to worry,

We'reabout toenter the second half of a cruclal decade forclimate action, Head
winds — geopolitical volatility, inequality, far Nghlmulinm are making the job
hmﬂeram!:hallmy hang: hin 2025, But tech al adh A

:The BY
Is well underway andwon't be halted now, Happy new year|

furtherstrengthens after Donald Trump

through these eplsodes,

THE EDITOR

Indian-Americans,
H1-B,and Trump

Apropos of "H-1B viss power”

(FE, Decembar 51), the five million-
strong In Amarican community
has become one of the most
influential groups in US society.
While they may be just 1.5% ofthe
LS population, thay cantribute
3300 billion in tax revenues a year,
roughly $450 billion in annual
spending, and thay have been

co-foundars of 10% of the unicorms
thers. Within the Fortuns 500
companies, 16 are curnently led by
pecple of Indian arigin. India has
emarged as a net exporter of
as thas US has proven to be a land of
miassive opportunities. It has been a
two-way street where both parties
have banafitted, Trump must clearly
spall out his governmaent's stand on
this to clear the air as the US can
ignore Indians at their own peril.
~Bal Gavind, Noida

the “trilernma” of polley
making, According to international
finance theory, If policymakers want to
leeep the open to

and by the
comrallnnim.w have contributed to the
demand slowdown" In the econamy,

The upshat Is that the downtrend In
the rupee bs likely to peesist, If not inten
sify, with the dollar entering a phase of
strength during the forthcoming Trump
presidency. Analysts expect €86 perdoallar
Iwend M.:n:h and ﬂi? |>¢.'1':Inll.:r1>y end
2025,

flows of capltal, use monetary pnlicy w

tl\uismanumnlmlhlmlngu lheaur

stabllise the economy, and
bility in the exchange rate, only two of
these three objectives can be satlsfied.
Since the reforms of the early 19908, the
economy has remalned open to forelgn
capital, while the REI"

u.1n.u»m P

I inst the dollar, 4
defending the indefensible, the KBl may
be better off reverting to it eardier stance
n;(:a tlg‘:lhlc ench.\lnpf rate policy that

palicy checked Inflation and hoosted
economic growth, Exchange rate stabll
Ity had to be given up, reflected in the

Budgetary boost

Apropos of *Boost private
consumption” (FE, December 31,
India must give a budgetary boast to
increase private consumption at &
tima of slowing private consumption,
as it clips the wings of manufacturers,
The post-pandemic recavery of the
miclclle class is mot up to the mark, and
they struggle to get jobs with regular
income, eroding thewr purchasing
power, Further, fiscal consolidation,

unit, inlinewlth cyclical cm!d:tl.m:s.

Wiows are personal

devaloping human capital, increasing
divastrmant in order ta reduce fscal
slippages, boosting private and
foreign investmant, and giving

mone income tax sops ta increase
the disposable income of the middle
class must be the priorities of the
wpeoming Budget, The finance
minister, too, admits there |s a need
to da more for the middle clss,
~NR Magarajan, Sivakasi
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Bankingstability
Risks may emerge from the global ecanomy

s the eventdil year 2024 drew to a close, the bl-annual “Financlal Stablliy

kr:mﬂ. [i"-!ll)ul the Reserve Bank of Indin (RET), published this week,

lew of the curr o the Indian Anancial system and

provided o broad undemstanding of what to expect in the vear ahead, In

terms of Anancialy, ross non: performing assets (GNPA) In the banking system —
1 by bower write-olfs, and credit dcnmnd declined o a 12-year

2024, while net non-perdi

lowa L per cent
ucl\l nl’lhcl.look Alth

B were it (46 per
1 the Indlla yaiare

A are now in i position tosuppart privite nvestment
ululu'cmtn lhelhkhul1lh..tuud(-Nlh\u:uH1immmn‘umﬂmuly o3 percent under
the buseline seenurio by March 2026, This will need o be monitored.

There has been considerable focus on retall lending over the past year. In
fct, the REL had Increased risk welghtings on certain kinds of consumer lending
from banks and non-banking financlal companies (NBFCs) In late 2023, As o
result, both banks® retail lending and lending to NBFCs moderated. The retall
side of the book for banks remalns stable with o GNPA of 1.2 per cent, GNPA for
unsecured retall loans was slightly higher ot L7 per cent and slippages in this seg-
ment alse dominute the fresh creation of NPAs, Notably, small finance banks
have higher GNPA In thelr retall portfolio at 2.7 per cent and should review thelr
lending before lth a bigger problem. As for NEFCs, thelr overall
position remudng healthy, Growth in bank borrowing in thelr labilities hos declined

(LLUSTRATION: AIAYA MOHANTY

A pivottodefence

Budget 2025 must mark a decisive shift in the allocation of
resources to defence and internal security

udget-as-usual s not an optbon for Narendm

Mol and his finance minlster this tme, Wiile

normal obsesslons about growth, jobs, Infris-
bal lal Ink

slgnifieantly, which must be weleomed. . NBFCs have | d thelr
forelgn borrowing, which could Incrense rlsks In the case of sharp currency move-
ments, i real possibllity in the present context,

Although the hanking and lnanclal sectors are stable, the rsks in 2025 could
emanate from other sources, Growth in gross domestic product slipped to 54 per
cent in the second quarter. While it Is expected to revive in the second half of the
year, more efforts will be needed to sustain higher grewth over the medium teem,
The Inflation rate based on the consumer price index s expected to moderate in the
coming months, but theextent towhich monetary policy con suppornt growth remudns
to be seen, Blgger challenges in 2025, however, are likely to orlginate from the ghobal
econoimy, particulary the US, The US Federal Reserve his revised its projection for
policy interest-rate cuts, which has led 1o significant Ainanclal-market volatility.
Relatively hgh US Interest rtes will stteact capltal and strengthen the dollar, which
will put pressure onother currencles, partculusly In emerging markets,

The pressure may increase substantially if President-elect Donald Trump
pursues his stated policies after taking office later this month, The rupee has
remained relatively stable, langely because of the aggressive Intervention of the
RAEIL which may not be sustainable for an extended period, There [s another blg
Lague that the global sconamy will Iwith, As the FSR highlights, global
public debt is projected to have exceeded $100 trillion by the end of 2024 and |s
expected to surpass 100 per cent of GDP by 2030, Global debt Is driven primarily
by the two largest economies, posing a potential risk to the stability of the global
financial system. Indian policymakers, while making interventlons to push eco-
nomle growth, will need vo be prepared 1o deal with such plsks,

Cautionahead

Ken-Betwa link downplays ecological impacts

Ith Prime Minister Narendrm Modi liying the foundation stone for
the "Ken-Betwa River Linking Natlonal Project™ on December 25, 0
controversial project is off the ground 29 years after it was concelved,
This Is thie first of 16 river- linking projects under a decades-old river-
Hnking plan, which Involves some Himalsyan rivers. The Kern-Betwa project involves

transferving “excess™ water from the Ken river to the Betwa river, both tributaries of

the Yaurena, via o Z21-km lnk canal, including a:2-km tunnel, The project ls expected
to provide water to the taditionally parched and lw.kvmrd area of Bundelkhand,
covering 13 districts of the two states, It is 1 1o provide | of
1062 million hectares, meet the drinking-water needs of 62 million ||ou|vle and
generate 103 Mw of hydro-power and 27 Mw of solar power. Thisenormous 244,608
crore project will invalve, in (s first phase, budkling a dam, link canals and tunnels,
and i power howse, Though the developmental objectives of the project appear
unexceptionable, the question that has been radsed by a range of environmental
pgroups over the years, including the Supreme Court's Central Empowered
Committee, Is whether the b mnel envire if these galns,

The project will displace over 6,000 families, couse the felling of some 2.3
mlllion trees, and, with the construction of the dam planned inslde the park,
submerge 96 square km of the Panna Natlonal Park, including 10 per cent of the
core aren. The disruptive human and ecologleal consequences of this environ.
mental destructlon are significant. The Panna Tiger Reserve has been one ol the
maore heartening success storles of recent years with the successful reintroduction
of tigers in 2000 after this big cat population had been wiped out due to poaching,
There are now 70 thgers In the reserve, which also carrles within it all the preclous
blodiversity — from, among others, vultures to the gharial, one of the most endan-
gered freshwater crocodile species — that slows the consequences of climate
change. The Ken, one of the least polluted of the Yamuna tributarles, s the park’s
Ufeline. Besldes, the hydrology data to back the clalm that the Ken has excess
water has not been subject I.clpuhli:.m:ful.lny

The government s motl Ing this massive | profect
may be understandable, But the prospect of hn'lm.llm m:upcmym one of India's
poorest and most drntuml prong districts must be weighed against its ecologieal
Impact, which b I loryg run. Recent mmendr
lavws anal rules such as decriminalising emission and pollution transgressions and
exempting lmpact assessments and clearinces on projects within 100 km of India’s
borders — most of it in ecologleally fragile terrftory — polnt to the key purpose of
Improving ease of development metrics. But there are also numerous cost-effective
wiys af bal el envviror Ttlsworth nesting that
only India and China huve river- “linking profects; most other countrles have found
the costs of such vemtures outwelgh the benellts.

In the Ken-Betwa project, for example, variows expert committees, including
the government’s forest advisory commitiee, have pointed out alemative, decen-
trallsed, and eheaper ways of improving water svallability, which have not been
explored sulficlently. This would Include ralnwater harvesting. groundwater
recharge through check dams, molsture conservation, reuse of water, treating
polluted water, and demand-side measures, The government would do well 1o
examine such solutions before splurging on high-visibility Infrastructure projects
that degrade Indla’s richly diverse environment,

swumental

tant, Rudget 2025-26 his to focus on something that
b been screaming for attentlon for long: External
and internal security,

Defence spending takes wp one-elghth of the
Budget, and possibly accounts for about 2-24 per
centof gross domestlc product (GDP), the upper end
flgure hudm: an mlmnu.- n:m!n.- by the Stockholm

| Pnoe R 2023, The

sevull, slrge-digle I:s:.reumnudmwd.
for this Nscal (2024-25) |s barely
encugh to cover for Inflatlon. In
short, even with an allocation of
6,21 trilllon for defence, we ane
falling serlously short, given the
growing security challenges In our
nelghbourhood,

Over the past few years, external
security threats have escalated, even
s our capabilities have stagnated
o, In some cases, declined, Deaplie
o tentative handshake across the
Himalayas  with  China  over
patrolling rights In Laclakh, Ching
remalns a potent threat. [t Is rapldly Investing in
wdvanced fighter alrcraft even as our effective alr
defence squadron strength |s falling, Chinese war-
ships will soon be roaming around in the Indian
Ocean to our detdment,

Meanwhile, Pakistan has chosen 1o be a Chinese
vl stabe, bt there s now & magshve thivat emenging
i ol easteim anks, whire i reglae changs operation
In Bangladesh (possibly supported by the US) has
made our entlre Norheast vulnerable to Infilimtion
and fhadl errossm, What was once a "lwo-and-i-
half front™ war scenario (Pakistan, China, and intemal
secwrity threass) that the armed forces were preparing
for now threatens 1o evolve Into o "three-and-a-hall

BEYOND IDEOLOGY
R IAGANNATHAN

Tromt” conflice that wie must be prepared for,

All thils s happenlng when globul geopolitics has
become more unpredictable and India's s of
dependable frlends Is narrowing, The US under Joe
Blden has been speaking with a forked tongue, with
one section seeking better defence tes with Indin,
while another segment has sought o undermine Ix,
Consdder these fucts: Supplies of US englnes for our
‘Tejas fighter alreraft have been delayed for inexpli-
cable rensons. The US has targeted sections within
Indian Intelligence for allegedly trylng to bump offa
Khalistand tesrorlst on Americun soll, and our National
Security Adviser eannot land In the
LIS withouit facling posalbile arrest n
achvil case lmnched by the same ter-
rorist, The US-led Five Eyes intelli-
gence sharing arrangement Is busy
leecing Information to the Canadian
governiment on the possibie | ln\ml\m
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we are sitting ducks. The porous horders with
Bangladesh and Myanmar, where the latmer's gov-
ernment has lost control b varkous ethinle armles,
poses anather Internal securlty threat, as drugs, arms
and Inflerators pencerate weak fences, The whaole of
the Northeast |8 exposed to covert forelgn Interven:
thon and Internal subversion, Flnancial frauds can
also undermine intermal economle confidence as
Iindla has rapldly digitlsed lis economy without a
commensurate investment In cyber defences,

This is the backdrop agalnss which the Budget for
2025-26 must reset (s priortes. I there ks any time
when non-econom e peloritles must tke centre stage,
this year's and next year's Budgets must stand out,
Three areas — defence, Internal policing, and cyber
and hybeld defence (and warfare) capabilites — need
mnsslve resources, and this Implies that the share of
defence and Internal security In GDP must rise for
thie et Mve to L0 yenrs to sddress our current short-
falls. In the upcoming Budget, the finance minlster
st provide for a massbve additional allecatlon of
115 erillion for defenceand internal security, possibly
Ly slimiming down welfarlst spending and accelerat-
Ing privatisation processes, An annual Increase of
01.2-0.25 per cent In defence spending as a share of
GNP I vital to transiton from security vulnerability
1o competence between now and the early 20608,

Given the unreliabllity of defence supplies from
Ioth Americn and Russky, und also the possibility that
unfrlendly natlons liee China may be supplylng com-
ponents for these equipment (many Russian equip-
ment now have Chinese or Ukralnlan parts), the only
n.-alu||||nnhmm;udlylmpnwcnunlcﬂm research
| supplien
1 fght-

Illtl'
our nanval fleet |hmuuhu:hmmlamhmlmmn
I eruclal for our defence of the Indlan Ocean,

Our Internal policing also needs a huge fillip In
e of budgee allocatlons for crime detection, cyber
thrents, and terror preven thon.

In an unsafe world, where alleged democratie
“Iriends” lmpose thelr own agendas as the price for
supporting us with vieal equipment and companents,
and our enemies ane dramatically Improving thelr
dﬂcncx r.upnl‘!ll.lllmﬂ. nmnulhn.nlnmmrm.lwu I :ru.

non

 DCROES,

and de

ght to be

mentof Indl

of another terrorlst, IIurdup .'-Imm
Mijjar, Informatlon that lmplies
deeply dun!uulnr. penetration of
Indlari o 3

tech mnpm:uu thar dance to the beats of 1mw:n
powers, also need 1o be managed better,
i henm:uru! moat baske respors|bility of Ty jov-

‘An Indian businessman has been
targeted by the US Securltles and
Exchange Commission fora “crime”
whane the vicilms, IF any, have nothing to do with
Amerlenn Interests. Thanks to the two ongolng wirs
In Ukradne and West Asla, the militry Industrlal
complexes in the US and Asly (Russia's primarly)
are overloaded with orders, and cannot deliver
promised supplies, Russlan deliverles of the $-400
alr defence systerma hive been badly delayed,
Inzernally, we havie seen how weak our cyber capa-
bdlitles are agalnst two recent threats, Our alelines
and schools In Delhl were econombeally Impacted
by hoax bomb threats that remaln Iumlr untraced.
1 non-state (and state) aceors beyond the reach of
Indian security agencies can damage us economl-
cally without incurring any mujor cost 1o themselves,

ernment l31o It people
and Internal harm, Budget 2025-26 has to focus on
meeting this responsibilley, The polidcal climate Is
Just about rlght for enabling this spending shift to
defence, In 2025, there are only two major elections
(Delhl and Bihar), The Bhamtlys Junata Parcy (BJP)
can afford to write off Delhl, and Bihar I8 months
awiy. In 2026, five Assembly elections are dug
{Assam. Taml] Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and West
Bangal), but the BIP has o big stike only in Assam,
soance more, the pelitlenl pressure for freebles ean
e reslsted and defence can got s due.

Thie spike In defence and securlty spending needs
1o oeeur more qulckly Inthe nest two budges, After
that, the window for fscal manoewvre will start nar-
rowlng as more crltlcal electlons fall due,

The wrlter bsa sendor fourmatist

New Year, new resolution: Fill vacancies

Yeur (basec on the Gregorlan Calendar) Is o

wonderful oppertunity for any writer to
focus on the big pleture and the blg lssues of any
subject they choose. | will, however, eschew that
temptation and look at o smaller and simpler ssue
peralning to the Indlan sconomy and governance.
Thie lssue 18 about this question: Could Mg up

5. column appearing on the fimst day of the New

wiere over 5000 vacancles across varlous subord|-
mite courts in the country.

It 15 naot just whowt the courts — the varbous -
bunals and other regulators are alio feing slmilar
shortages. As of November 2024, the National

the mlr court that functions ar its full sancrioned
strenygth — yet it has s own backlog and pendency,
primurly because the number of sdditlonal judges
I requires Is still belng examined and debated,
‘This leads us 10 the |mnu3ulml slt uation, ||‘1du|"j

Company Law Tribunal had 43 bers In service
agalnst the authorsed strengh of 63, The averags
l!nmmkm [ﬂrlM resolutlon process of an | nsolvency

abgndficanithy I all vacancles wene to be Mled on & war
looting. k‘unl It would stlll be a drop in the ocean of

Jusst excdsting in varlous  ani

e ¥ il g e 716 days, far

regulatory bodles help the become
maore productive, while also benefitiing businesses
and eltlzens? [would ke to think that governance
would Improve dramatleally If the
Unlon government, state govern-
ments, and varlous regulatons con-
centrated on this,

Tukae, for [nstance, ouwr justios sys-
tean with courts cloggged by a backlog
of cases runnlng Into milllons, A
recent report says that just In vardous
hilgh courts peross the country, over
58 million coses — some 4.26 mil-
Hom clvil matters and almost 16 mil-
lien criminal cases — are pending.
Of this, 62,000 cases have been
pending for more than 30 years. In
subordinate courts, over 45 million
cases e pending, Experts suggest that even If no
new caned ware Mled, It would stlll take several
decades for the courts to clear them,

A good part of the probdern stems from the acute
shortage of judges at every level, Many high courts
In the country are operating with less than 50 per
cang of thelr sanctboned strength. In reply to s ques-
thon In Parliamen last year, Minister of State for
Law and Justice (Independent Charge) Arjun
Megghwal actmitted that at the end of January 2024,
Ad1of the toal sanctioned |14 vacancles for udges
b varbous high courts were vacant, Stmllary, there

i

o

L AL
PROSAIC VIEW
PROSENJIT DATTA

he stipul [ of 330 days, even for cases

Involving ltigation, Another tribunal — the Debt

Recovery Tribunal — s parabysed because many do
not hive o presicing officer,

It is o similar story for the
Executive, which has been grappling
with unfilled vacancles for vears on
end, Most state pulm.-dc.'pnnnm?ls

The

Jout every listhe biz bl

More Imwruuwy (il up just thie current vacan o

Invtha sanct laned strengthwill help reduce padn o every

Tewel of el ben's e So wh and

wiz e talking both the Unlon and stace — tke declslve
action 1o addness thist

Some of thiscan be aributed o 1rumeh.|wy|u:d

Tureles, b [ Teparnt

on r.:wn.-n:mml H‘f.‘l‘l.'lllmull esuunlnal!u::u lu.lna

anly b 10

hiwe thousands of

Bureau of Pollce Research and
Development had some tme ago
estimted that the total polloe vacan-
ches In the country account for 20
per cent of the sanctloned strength.

‘The vacancies, especlally at the
lower levels of bureaucracy, typleally
remaln unfilled for years, The Indian
Rallways has unillled posts unnkng
lneo hiundreds of thousands, desplte the Comptroller
anel Audieor Ceneral of Inela casigating it for not even
llking up enough poslzions required for ensuring the
safety lunction, In government hosplials and schools,

whwether run by the Centre or the states, stall shortages
!mn:ry head! ulux;\mwvlnmu} every gov-
wlt

quisstlon pnper Icuk.l Inmher canes, Ilamuymbtu
getary wordes — holding off on filling vacancles
when revenues are lackiustre bs a tdme-honoured
practice for both the government and the privite
sector, There may also be worrles about the pension
Habliktles in the e,

Concerns about autematlon, digltisation, and
other technology advancements reducing manpow-
er requirements may be a play oo, All these ane
valld peasons bt sliing on appolntments s not the
solutlon, exoept In o lew areas where automatlon
would genulnely reduce the need for flling all sane-
thoned vacancles,

In other areas, however — such as courts, hospl-
m:u and pnllwdepumnunls - unlul.ul uur.'umm

And these are salmlunod strengths — which may

or may not reflect the ideal strengeh required tod .
‘Thase numbery wn.-n.- declded decades aga, though
y has br {munifold

since e, mwupmm: ourt, lor instance, Ii likely

del InelTl: m“| ",'m_ X
rwsul1 Ing in potentlal gross domestie pmduu lost,
The governments need (o understand this,

Thiisanathione bs former siditar mnw-wuwmluwﬂuunm
Teeluay, berofProsale View, i

A Muslim across the communal divide

BOOK REVIEW
ADITI PHADNIS

toengineer change, sometimes
tentatlvely, but mostly with bold resolve.

Jodnec the BIPIn 2004, there s no
denlgration in her ook of those in
| il her

D¢ Hepoullahad an ldyllie chilldhoad
I Bhopal, She rant hmu‘.hlamhls‘
orchirds and b ko

political tralictary: ¥ BChivan, L
) |

learnzermt & d cooklng,

y i of
Mah Inddiea Ganchl, Sharad

slellls that stayed with ber. She once
called thisreporter with an unusual
query. Shewanted to makeauthentic
wumhwumﬂdc. nhcmh.l.hm '\Inyuu

Pawar, kalbvand Sonla Gandhl and PV
Marasimha koo She acknowledges Lalu
Prasac as a helpful colleague whom she
found extremely “bright”, Her

el pwil Sonin Gandhi was not

Muslim Inpublic service
whao rose to o caneer pdnnache n
the Bharatlyn Janata Party (B/F),

It Her HI it

bt when sheleft the Congress

could nnwlnwnn nddoearbut shiwas
1

Maifini Heptiilla'st iy
i lnselnating hi

| herl‘:unllyhnu:h:d atthe
thought. Sc BSaishe

stereatypes and fashioned acareer
almost entirely on herown terms.
Almostentirely? Dr Hepaulln's
greatest ambitkon — to become
chalrmanolthe Rajfya Sabha (and vice-
presidentof Indla) = remadned
unfulfilled for reasons thit will forever
bea mystery. Noone could have been
moregualifted forthe positbon. But ln
harbook, Dr Heptulla doesn't waste time
ot regret, Instead, she descrl
opportunitesshegot and howshe trded

wis :h-.un!:,. e I::hcmwmalhmmllry
aMaster'sand aPh winning

te ol the IR, [ wis not atransactbonal
v e yens she movied, Uhe Congress
CAME LO POWEE,

b Hepeullacould always ioe h« h

the gold medal, As she was "the
mw:unur" grandehild of Maubana Abul
Kalwm Azad, LUindon mindster In
Jowaharkal Nehru's govermnment, she had
wecess to Nehru anc lnter o Indin, Rajiv
wnd Sondn Gandhl, Of course, her
relationshipoench was different.

A s started pubdlic e in the
Congress, herearly mentor were
reaturally from that parcy, Thowgh she

uial Ilym

mdcpum.runnmmurmv Rajyn oumm.

theSangh Farlvar saw no justificadon,
She Nags ssues around Waglland and

significant movement in relations
between the two countries, "M Ganchl
wink bl 0 isuire e Sadis tht

pragrumme muwhadl'q.'liumwm all across

would be n:un.‘n.lla.llwlnunhm."t
b Inssance, a black-and-

equals, with respect,” Dr He poulla notes,
adding Gandhi persunded Riyadhto

therole ol | Iand n!uurks I1M!nsuy |Imud.h
it

those

limlt salmlmnlnmlwhawaldm Vakistan
o

whhn.pnumuruneunhmrm =i fungal
disense of the wheat—could hardly help
this e, They could relate o it easdly 1
shienwn I caloir, J\ndhmuldnkmlruwln

I Shie

|\rcmuvcntml mhu
Wi ent 1o Manipur
angovernor, She
recalls her tenure,
herlneraction with
Kuklsand Meliels
and hopes fervemly
that pesce will return
1o thi st mte soon,

D Hapiullas
contrbutions o
diplomacy, especially
Inthe lsdamicworld,
ke fof Interesting
reading, The 19808

the only onebn Indian parl
nlﬂmv:unmm'cmhmdm:hm
position four tmes foratotal termof 17
years. As Unlon mindster for minority
alfules Ina BIP government. she framad
for Incluglvity corlnu
belnnl

h

ang: pply.In
OO0, when the Gull
the

the younger
Dr Heptullasays:” “IndiraGandhl just

losskied at withuslight

WN (::I:Mm Shekhar

smilleand o twinkle in hereyes st my
perseverance. Finally, she chuckled,

t . .
Beyond Party :\,I\:vn}mm sent her
Klng Husseln, Her

Author: Najma  Congresscollengues

Heptulla aclvisid her mot b
Isher: pullthe Chandsa

Publisher: RUP ¢y b har

Pages: 238 govemment's

Prices ¥695 chestnuts outof the

fre, Dr Heprulla
retorted that she was
dul:uwnn:nhc wins not becauseaf
i Shekhar bt for India,

ane 1 I i Ll il Inulnlml
haeavals and her help 1ght bythe
ﬂ.nwmnwmun-u Itipl

e Lo past plar
that led toan Invitation o Indim G
mvbﬂl sl Amhlnlnl‘m!wmmﬂ
shy

ln'sinmate intelligence
|1IL|.mlne|i herpolitical Ifi, Colour
telivislon came o Indlawiththe Aslan
Givriaes 10 1982, bt el Ganclhd was not

I Tican'th
survivelnaminisery for which manyin

Lk Em
the flrst times). Butth

convinoed Indlaneeded |t Dr Heptulla
dherthat Krishi Darshan, a

0
cany

Elive

up.doyout™

MPssbe dealt with naulullmutuhuw
niee — lullalmanulumlv ‘-Iu.:u
thie 1L
|In.- IHaIw \ul»hanlmlullnu up :!wlr
vieslatls wt “Tuall st especially during
protests, was,., disquieting. Thosewho
lenow her canbestify boher mlent asa
mimic. And hersense ol humous
nm:naml lmlcl\m.nmmcnmllwu:hnu

"1

n
l)rl Icpn.llluwhwn 1o |uw|h.':wtnn

stror

nothaveas muchas her, Her

commbtment tothe empowerment of

women has remalned aconstant, asthis

ehegantly wrltten story of her He tells us,
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India, most of all, needs
harmony in New Year

8 the world leaves behind a parlous 20624 there s no end in sight yet of
two mujor wars in Ulcenlne and around the 1 Step and civil wars
mre enging in Somalks, Haith, Myanmar and many other countries,
ealdes an uprising in Bangladesh, with no sign of the {ssues
being resolved.

Thir eternal aptimists can, however, hope that the chronelogieal convenionce
of turning the Gregorian calendar to January 2025 will bring some sense to those
invalved that violence leads to nathing except that it anly begets mare vielenoe,

Maling 2024 such o tumuktuous year beyond the wars and conflicts was the
Fact that twa bilon people, around a quarter of the workl's population, went to
podling boaths to reglster thekr chalee. Thelr disenchantment with the stitus quo
B maay ruling part ks come tumbling down as in the UK and the United States
i many other countries where the desine for change daminated,

Significantly, the BJI led-NDA alllance sarvived the gobal storm that felled
poditheal parties, but with reduced numbers and without o mjority of its own for
thir B, That brought Ind i hack to m time of conlithons with a chastened Prime
Minister having to bow fo alllance dharma and make mellower his party's
BLATHOR O MY RS,

This yoar post-palls, however, saw maore palitieal wranghing with harmony dis-
thnvetly ek ing as thie Winter Session of Parllament

Talking of the way ruled by a stalemate bitween o protesting LETTERS
economy, there Is  Upposition and a governmont that saw an oppartu- a ear 0 0
much nity n rocilling the post with its owin narrtives on wars
hh da .': m likstorical fguiros g the debate on the Constitution No MEMOR'AL
hr:“r:*“‘ the lil Illﬂ;lullllllalml ul.'|l|lt'4I wlllilxluuntum axeeption to
thi regialar bedlaim n the House.
signs of a dip In the _ In these contentious times in which polarisation The news of post-crema
last couple of !,‘mh;:f::;Ith”,:"l':l“ll:"fl:m,"": n"l‘h:-|;:|‘h!l"':'ﬁ::l"' Set 0 more c um tion politics has wasted en
quarters in the .01, wu:i-'u at least by the government and the L ough space of the newspa
world's fastost Oppoitian if a major ratorm to the electoral Brtais Partlament ang PETS OF the nation. What
m II‘. process like the “One Nation One Election" must ritain's  Parllament  and 1
one  =tond any chance of triggering an open debate and m‘w lan't the ecanomlc secretary to the  €Ver be the logic put ‘_‘”
a broad consensus, Trossury, whose ministerial ward by both the parties,

dutles include tckling fn-
anelal carruption. Backin
e pedection of the change

embexgling blllans u{ ol

Consbdering the rubers and the Opposition coukl not be together even at the
funeral of o two-term Prime Minkster of this millenntum in Manmohan Singh,
harimony sedins o concept too far for a fractired polity in a Plunlll-ﬂ saciety,
Apart from th M, the cauntry
saw many o luminary of the arts ke Shyam Benegal and a gem of a progressive
Eitan of industry in Ratan Tata depart,

The world of sport remained extremely competitive and there too it was indi-
vidunls ke the chess champhons D. Gukesh and Koneru Humpy, the Olympic

the point to be taken home
for future is that there
fars duaring Bangladesh's should be no change from

am Durthlw oda H"",hm the precedent set based on
ower  plant,  approval of the Union

Datta Fiéiﬁ,'
' 2| Reflections

i
H| I.1n|n WP I.mv Mlm!ll'l Sl.r

twin bromse medallist Mrlnu W‘III]G.[‘I ani Ihn poarloss (st bowler Jnsprit

Bumrnh who shone. As far
even if Toam India did Iquk i Iumc

Warld Cup.

o8 wont. it wasn't the best of yoeurs
CC trophy drought by winning the T20

Thee Inedfectun] pocformances i team. sports may be takin o reprosent
Incinng’ difeulties in staying together amleably. Togethermess his goodness in
it, 80 poes the ﬂl}‘lllg. and it might mean something as the world propares for

o

what coubd be o tur

et Tromp year with his promised e wars adding

anothier dimension to the suffering caused by econoimbe downtuins and climate

change catustrophes,
Talkiny
ks

sumption must rise too,

Hogefully, the New Your will be

of the economy. there 18 much to do as the rubers could not have
nadgnn ofa dip in the lest coupbe of quarters in the world's fustest grow-
ingg lavie one. Even bickerin

Inclinns must soe o need for growth for which con-
All is not well 18 the message that 2024 conveyed.
butter for all.

Talk to farmers, find solution

WII h the agitating Barmers communicating to the Suprema Court that

thekr leader Jagiit Singh Dallewal w

1 call off his indefinkte hunger

ik iF the Unlon government invited them to a discussion on
thedr long-pending agenda, it 18 now up to the governmant to take the inl

thative for talks and pave the way towards ending a ye

Wi agltation.

The governmont should not ideally have & quarrel with the farmers'

demands which include

o begnl guarantes for minimum support price for

erops, debt rollef nnd withdrawal of coses Iodged agalnst farmers during the
enrlier edition of the agltation. In Decomber X020, the then NDA govern-
mant hind setually assured thim thit stops would be taken towards thair ful-

filmont after repoaling
Mintster Norendra Maod

the three controversial fuem Laws, From Primae
| who promised to double faimier income to the

finaner minkster who lsted various measares for ficmers in the annual
Budget, the theme of farmer welfare has never gone missing from the gov-

ornment's agenda.
It is m shame, thereft

that the farmors have beon agltating on the

Punjab-Haryans border for slmost a year now over theso fssues that are in
fact critieal to their survival. The government announces MSP ahead of
avery crop season but at present b8 not under an obligation to do se. The

farmars argue that a loga

and introduce a sense ¢

oxchequer but history has shown that such

framowork on MSP would alleviate thelr foars
surety, The demand for debt veliof should cost the
pro-farmer measures will

Introduce more vibraney in the rural economy which will have o eascad ing

offect on athar sectors,

It s a paradox that the major mediator in this agitation is the Supreme
Court of Indla while the decislon should ideally be the result of o direct
conversation between the furmers and the gewermment. The farmers' group

has now affered the
and it must honowr §

Mansern Miviis
.

ows st Avs e i b
e Delbie Jassauatal Hrbes Natbara
R

Fubliked anl

pvernment an apportunity to play its legltimate role
s trust.
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e world was ot

ur, The world

was an the mave.

With erools and

COnmin ey

whire, Indinne nover know

when the telephone rang

whathir it wis & geridne

callerai a trickater thivabhn.

Ing to disconneet the line or

freeze your bank sccount
o pald off,

Committed 1o “Moke
Amerlen Great Agnin®, the
ocontury's comeback kid wis
on the prowl, US President-
elect Donadd Trump threat-
amaxd Indin with a trade war,
and Pannma with sebmre of
the Canal,  Controlling
Greenkaned was an “absolute
necensity”, he declared,

Canadi and M;
become US sta
want fo continue enjoying
lavish subsidies. My Trump
advised Ulerainion President
\l'lamdym{r folemakyy o
makee o del with Russla's

resident Viadimir Putin
and promised 1o pardon

i thary

Republican  rioters  who
sormed the US Capital on
Janiary

attempt  bo

Ve

Prosident Joa El-llll'n belng
sworn in. He warned of
sweeping changes in (mmi-
gration  rules,  mossive
departations ared the end af
the comatitutionally garmn-
tend] birthright citizeship in
Amrien.

Frime Minister Narendra
Moli redternted that be had
taldl Mr Putin both “disectly
and paiblicly” that “this &
nat anara of war". Mr Putin
attacked fresh targets In
Ukraine. Having pubverised
Gaza, [srael began bombing
Syl The Houthi rebls tar-
mlllng Tl Aviv didn't gt Mr

s message elther.

huht:nu continued  in

Sudan,  Women  and
M!‘llnll“ll Db doenandod

Il oy farmser
Prime  Minkster  Shalkh
Husdin Wajed @0 Bang-
ladeshi justice. Thi Inter-

nathonal - Crinsinal  Coirt
eotight the armest of leneli
Prime Minlster Benjamin
Metanyahu. as well o8 some

wars, elvil and uneivil wars,
cyber wars, wirs to ke
and te secede, Indin aften
aormed o e ot wor with
Indiara. Hostilitles evupted
In Parlinment, the Jaws-
larlal - Neheu  University
canmpus ond Chlttisgrh’s
Jungles, Jamin and Kash-
ke was split and densabid.
Manlpur ran with blood.
Omineus rumbles from dis-
tant Australla, the United
Santes, and, most persistent-
ly, Canada, suggested that
India was waging Iudcmvm-

viluse. Thi “wealthy alwoys
bave 0wy arourd 8
{tnxes)”, hio sakl. Mofeover,
taklng  penallaes  sucoss:
Indin  poeds to aptimise
resouree allocation,

Il protested when a
now-daleted Facebook past
by o keary alde of Nobel Laisre-
ate Muhanamad Yunas, chid
adviser to the Rangladesh

He wirs ar forek that
Britin's Mational [!ahlmklm.mmlu:l]w upeis-
Investigntion  Agency ar-  ing that forced Shelkh

restedd Inderpal Singh Gaba,
claiming the Sikh had van-
dadised Indin’s flag. [n con-
trast to the stalemate In
Investigating the murder of
Hurdeep  Singh NF]III.
allegecly n Khallstan Hrr
Forer miliant, the UK NIA
offered to shave the Gaba
cawe flle with Indin

Hindus challenged  the
Places of Weorship (Special
Provisions) Act, 19 1 Flight,

left and contre, Muslims
wioaild &oari b the majarity,
prod it Kolleata's mayor,
Arhad  Hakim, M:lrwn
Bhagwat, the  Hashiriva
Swaynmsvak Sangh chio,

rged Hindus to be more
Inclusive, Mr Modi upheld
hils Natbon, One

Electian
T bty

The rupee foll to lts lowest
aver against the almighty
dollar, The Unbted States
rarrowly eecaped o totad gay-
arnmnt shutdawn.  Rich
Indlbans didn't stop |||'|1Inl(
rieher. As wealth inequal ity
widdetiad with ane per cent of
Indlbars awning 5 DFTrmIr.\I
the nation's wealth, while
the richest 10 pet cont owned
w0 per cent, the former
Reserve  Bank  governor,
Haghuram Rajan, dismissed
s a Ml gt o[-
poail by Thiomas Pketty, the
“ronch authar af Cagltal by
the Twontyfirst Contiry, o
Iy diny dinaniiad Bwo por ceng
wealth tax on individuals
with assets exceeding §1.18
milllion (s 100millonyand a

ww o the farnala

Haglna ta flee to India. She
il Bashar al-Assad, Syrin's
accilental ruber who wis
taatled as “the hope of the
masses”, when his okder
beother died {n n car Ll.nll
e i skmllar boats. Larkin
In the Kremlin, Mr Asssd
must be as muoch of an
amibarvnsment for Mr Putin
o8 Shelkh Hasina probal
for Mr Modi A tri
umphant honseeoming I.\
undikely for elther. Even

laiesh Bl |-I.L~ct|.<nw.

loer Awamil Loagie may nod
bar o o pecrthedpate.

Mr Assnd's alleged mln

wore trumpeted world-
wikdi by US publicists but the
crimes that Sheikh Hasing
apparently commitied or
cardoned during two stints
I officn weve unknawn wntil
the flve-member commis-
slon of Inquiry under a
|L~llrL1IEiu|=n'||1|'{'4:|ll Julye
which Mr  Yunus  had
apginted relensed ts dnber-
Im report, “Unfolding the
Trath".  Roparting  more
than 3500 enforced disap-
pearanee, i hinted at some
el collulon,

Thie report choried several
hilgh-ranking former mili-
tary el police officers In
Shedkh Hasino's entournme
with authositarianism, hi-
i Fights abise, ranipant
ocarruption, mass murder
uml criimes agubnst human-

. The oustid] veglime dended
u | allegations. So did Sholkh

Kelr Sturmer, expressd his
full confidenoe m Ms Siddiq
who cantinues to handle
antleorruption fsuee
Donald Trump isn't the
anly world leader anxious te
pull up the  denwbrldge
et thi inflx of {maln
Asdun) lmenlgrants. Angi-for-
algnor wendiment 18 hosden-
Ing In Gernany, whese ele
tonw ave due in February,
after the Maogdebnrg troged
when & Sawdk-barn peychio:
irist who has lived in
Gormany for nearly two
decades mowed  down
Christmas market shoppers,
killing five persons, includ-
Img o toddler, smel njuring
avir 200 athers, Denmark,
Finland, leeland, Norway
and  Sweden  agreed  to
strengthen. conperation in
dlparting Hlegal migrants,
Althoagh the Starmer gov-
ernment cancelled its peede-
comsar's phot ta send 1mmi-
grants to Rwanda for vt
ting, British pabilie I:lll.nll:n
wis fur from Mmﬂ
Focebak post complained
that over 12 milkion fmmi-
wrnts have entored Britaln
adnce 1967, B0 per ot of
whoin xe totally dependent
an welfare. Thelr upkesp
Id;uql: to niuu Ty “n stngoer-

Inﬁ’
frituin's Prince Androw
hurtled fram one scandal to
another when MIS identified
& friened of his o8 & Chinese
A:y anid banighed him from
the UK. It was reported the
prince might mave fo an
apatknt pakace In West Asia,
As Britain's former frade
onvoy and patron af the
Middle East Associatlon, he
Kncws the reglon well,

Af M Biden commuted
the sentenees of 17 aut of 40
prisoners on death row, Mr

rump vowed 1o execute
“raplsts, murdecers, and
monsters™. The world |s
wiitlng now bo see Whire hi
Wil wirfke next in the hody
{:Ib“l'L‘ your that - Pepe

lnunched ——on

Chlstnaas Byve while Hinda
aadlis squabbled over who
awn Ind

Cabinet on May 16, 2013,
for construction of Rash
triya Smriti Sthal, a com
mon memorial site near

Ekta Sthal in New Delhl. In
fact, why not dispense with
this practice altogetha:? It
will put every citizen at par
with each other and also
save land and environment

far humanity.

Col R.S. Narula (retd)
Patiala, Punjab

MANMOHAN BHAKTS

THERE is no way ane can respect or
pect & person onos he or she has
away. The BJP have unneces
It the question of Rahul
sandhi's impeopriety of fyng o
Vietnam for whatever reason. Lifie 18
st and the mowrning pecbod for any
loved ones I observed In only o few
countrbes. nlndin it s o custom to stap
and's routing and anly recebve condo-
e from visitors, Some make a blg
show of thelr affsction even I thiy
T ot b Jekmdl do the departed soul
il i 's Tifio tinse, Bether

o the Il parsan whaen the
Inclividual ks Hving cather than weep

elisr
L
A
G

i
o tak car

forrents onee he iy no mare,

Anthony Henriques
Mugnabal

DESI POWER

FIVE MILLION Indian  Americans
havve become aneof the most influential
While they
iy b fust 1.5 per cond of the LIS popu-
Rutioa, they contribute £50 billkon i
bk rovenues annually and roughly
$450 billien in annual spending and
they have been codounders of 10 per
cont of the unbeorns there, Sicteen out
of 500 Fortune 6 compinies are cur
by lod by people of Indion origing,
Meodless to menticn that they are top
L= E
prowth aned techinalogy, 1t hns boen o
Bao-wiy stroet where both parthes have
benafited. Mr Donald Tromp most
clearly spell ot his gpovernment's
tand on this to clear all the alr a8 the
WIS con only fgnore Indlans at thedr own

comimuniths in LS soclety,

ipunts in - politics,

peril.

1an

Dilip Che
Dilli Ka Babu

As unfilled posts
add to suspense, |
decoding Delhi’s
latest babu jigsaw &

ek 2.1 |um<.-|u— 3 Ve, Lo, S 7 )

recent secrotary-level reshufMe in New

lml?‘lnrm mbchh‘: tﬂlul.r hiels yoe

. Like an unsabvable e,

rﬁ‘: logle behind these mm%m- [

clulﬂ)‘ guarded secrat, :Il.ul. for now, let's try to
decode at Joast i frw of these posti

I the ment af personnel and

h‘-lnm DafT), which handles the government’s

el affnirs, For the thivd time in o year, the

hu new mmrr. with Rachna Shah, a
ml Knralamtnu ng in after a pro-
nwuﬂ mncy NuhnhLv. r remning with

continuing o trond. Ms Shal
mpl-m Jindhn 8. Chaulan, while Manisha
Saxana recantly ook aver s catublishmont off-
or, and Kavits Skngh handles erueinl ACC mat-
bnn ln the Cabinet secratariat, Colncldance?

{ sourons, The system secims d ]
hnpnwm A Surprine. Ir::l'l mh
ly, Ms Shah may sty till her retiromant !n

bilty at the Dol*T.
Owver at the dopartment of revenue, the reshuffle
iz with 12 hateh LAS offboor Arundsh

Humas leaclors,
Amidst trade and tribal

3 por cond inhertance tax
on properties of similar

af the mindstry of culture. Speaking of culture, it's
Teen on an uj frajectory, mknkng simificant
prom inence. How Mr Chawla balances these dual
resporsibiblitios will be worth watching,

A for the minlstry of culture, the suspense over
wha will il Mr Chawla's shoes adds an extra
Toyer of intrigue. With the Prime Minister's Office
plaﬁlng its cmh close to the chest, 1t o game of

anelwakch.

Ina the end, thess reshufes are o mustorcluss in
cantrollod chnos, For us, mere mortals, duclphur-
Ingg the method in thumnﬂnm mnl.mmmm-
L, iF befThing, pastime.

OFFER HER RESIGNATION?
Buranucrney ofton thrives an apasity, but svery sa
often, & story eomes along that |s !nlmul.ng
anotigh to make s wander m u
hehind the scones. The case of
prwnluhiyou.ng 1P offloar l'mm ﬂm Jﬂlb bnh:h
| e wuie

Ms Misra, who rnmnll!‘ resignod
an the rurnl wmrlnmﬂnn: of pnllcn EEPK l
Darhhm nltmg personal Feasal

Chawla's appalntment. mllﬁmrm suunu.'
m..un i
(i

CRIYT, CHIC, nnd thi Wmmwml Dibrectorate
m His stint in pharmacouticals seoma to have

‘h:?w , ancl T's now moved to the
high-stakes North Block while still halding charge

I nlud by the
|3|.||nr nmmnnt mmmlm'sbnm prunted 10
days of leave start e and s cur

rting November
vantly cooling her hoels at the Bihar police hoad-
quartors, swalting o frosh

ting, Reshuffles are
rauting in police services, but her case fels my-

Haslnu's nbece, Tulip Siddbg,

The writer 1s @ sendar jour-

Bal Govind

o Labour  member  of  palier, colnnmnist and author Nolda, P
thing but ord inary. Cabinet  Secretary TV, aumnn.-:hnn has
Her hushand, Avihesh Sa umt.-hunmthn culled  out  ministries lmoring &
nmb-::h.bm.mn:lym af G ug:lgug twoyear-old directive to Hmit mulmm-kmiu
m m.sl hnmd ns thw it: I' In four layers. In o nononsenss :Inllnr. e

huhmy rwnmnd in hurnmmsc r.ln:lm S0 why
an officer Iike Ms Misra, ros anil
mmﬂ effective, teader her mlgmmn? .ﬂ.nﬂ
would the government so polntedly refuse

nlh.w'!gn
Tha timing mdeds an oxtra

ing of intrigue. Could
this be linked to Bihar's political climate, with
state eloctions potentially on the horkar? Ms

Misen's torure in ]hrhhlngl and her dm:l.ll.un o
stop awny could have mised oyobrows, but the
L TrAMAE S o (o uldullnnhnr whllu mﬁnh‘
r within the systenm cnly mkses mons guosti
s thire i Lirjger B P-N{tsh Kiimar political caleo-
Tias it [n ore? Or doos this polnt to internal
administrative dynamics that we can only gpuess
at? Whatever the reason, one thing ks clear — as
tieal b 1 s thie state rises, stories
like this remind us of the fine balance between
Egvrnmm and palitics in Indla's buravcracy,
now, thoujgh, Kamya Misra's 180-<day hintus
Teaves us wondering: What's next in this unfold-
Ingg drama?
CUT THE CLUTTER: CABINET SECY

PUSHES FOR FAST GOVERNANCE
Contimubng from where he loft off last month,

palmted out that this n &
unnecessary delays, undermining IIW nmwn
ment’s push for reforms, He is chearly a man on a

o,

Thr directive aims to streamling proomsses
crenting o leaner, flatter  structurce, 3
Somanathan wints m adﬂmunnL and jodnt
socrotaries (o operal nt burean
hands, uuﬂlng out exirn lnm hat slow things
down. His message was cloar: "De-layering™ lsn't
Just & buawm 1t's about speeding up deciskons
and b i el

He also reminded soerstaries to ;munalw
s lhmchmnu are inaplemsenbo
ﬂhl

Alldl.nq 1o this, the Cablnet seeretary ch Imnd In
with a veminder to kewrp commun beatbon short and
mmt Lyl-lu askod mmlm"b&mnﬂ onl.|‘n:||u

u| — Just one or
miu Inghmuuminﬂlﬂnhn Tha .}’;?..m"' i
buseaueracy, move sethon,

I.uw!fmm;l hmm. lgnone :Jmm;r m;l;mr
Al fs the wamrantoe il Dilip's belbef,
- Share s mmmp

ailtpeherianzshotmmall con,



www.dailypioneer.com

RS
OVERCOMING THE GRIP
OF FEARFUL THOUGHTS

Fearful thoughts often take hold of our minds,

facebook, com/dailyploneer | @ TheDailyPlonaeer | instagram.comidailyplonees/

Assessing

leading to obsession with worst-case scenarios

efticacy and challenges

of compensatory afforestation

With ecosystem at stake, the nation’s approach to monetising and restoring nature demands
careful evaluation and sustainable strategies write BKP SINHA and ARVIND KUMAR JHA

P N
AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

& routingly become obsessed with fearful thoughts. The

word obsession is defined as a persistent disturbing pre-

occupation with an of ten unreasonable idea or feeling. We
don't stop there; we think of the worst. What is the probability of
that happening? But that does not pravent us from this commaon
flaw; we do It willingly. There are several reasons for succumbing
to this. We have many attachments. We are desperale for some-
thing like a good result, and a few like we shouldn't get sick.
Unfortunately, these are decided by the Divine Autharity based on
our past 'Karmas® (deeds). We have no say In it, and they man-
llest at their designated imes. Fortunately, they are wery rarely the
worst wa think of. If so, life would be hellish, which it is not. This
earth's planet is a place of misery (The Bhagavad Geeta 8.15) alright,
but is mot a concentration camp by any standard. But our imagi-
nation has no bounds.
The next big offender is a refusal to be prepared to tolerate. We
want zero tolerance, Is it possible? Everything is changing like the
weather, Bad ‘Karmaphalas' (results of bad deeds) will manifest
for sure because this is no Vaikuntha; wa have most certainly a
past with many bad karmas, How else are we herg, not even in
Heaven? e fesl that we are infelligent, but hardly anyone escapes
making this mistake. Yes, we are supposed to get fearful, because
that protects us from acting foolishly, but excessive fear is due to
faulty assessment, Due diligence is required,
The fourth offender is greed, Our desires are open-ended. |s it wise?
The evidence shows that downfalls occur dug to being too greedy.

But to become greedy and then fear the consequences makes zero
sense. Over-stress also causes fearful thoughts, especially about
health. It Is better io avoid to lessen this possibility. We want to
control and are unable to. We act stupidly and then fear the worst.
The same problem exists in acting big, which no one can aver
become; we are intrinsically small and will remain efernally so.
Acting as the sole doer also evolves fearful thoughts.Giving con-
trol of our minds to fearful thoughts is making oursehves our ene-
mies. Lord Krishna has warned about it (4.6). Similarly, intelli-
gence is supposed to curb this tendency but, again, we find some
Justification in harming ourselves. This is also a sad commentary
on our knowledge, about which we are 5o proud. A soul has severe
limitations, as we realize; he must remain in the shelter of God. This
Is the only worthwhile selution. | am sorry to be so stern, bul the
proliferation of mental diseases points to it only.
God controls the Creation (9.10) and He, therefore, has to guide
and help to deal with It. By oursetves, we are quite helpless real-
Iy. How it works? It Is quite simple, but a very long drawn exar-
clse, because this problem involves our 'svabhava' (nature). This
Is what | do. The moment a fearful thought crosses my mind, |
pray sincerely for guidance and help, because | need to know a
way out, | need exact guidance for my actions.
God signals to me what | should do; Ha usas many ways o com-
municate. He helps where | fall short. Blissfully, my painful habit
of fearing excessively is coming under some control.  Thank God
for this 'Kripa' {mercy).

(The writer is a spiritual feacher; views are personal)

ompensatory  Afforestation

{CA) relates to the mitigation

of environmental damage

caused by the diversion of for

est land lor non-forestry pur

poses and is a mandatory requirement for
abtaining clearances under the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980; now Van
(Sanrakshanevam  Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam (VS5A) 1980 and Rules.
The Government of India guidelines stawe
that noemally CA must be carrbed out on
asuitable non-forest land equal 1o the for
est area proposed for diversion and for
minimizing the adverse impact on the
micro-ecology, such land should be
located as near as {mnihly o the divert
ed area, 1f sul ble non-forest land 1s
unavailable, vty be carried out on
degraded forest nd equal 1o twice the
area of the diverted forest land. The
Hlability of non-forest land in a dis
is certified by the District Collector
case of ||s.|| avadl

ry (UT), the chief sec has to certi

Iy :ltumimg]li,dml CA I:lns may be lden

tified preferably in a nelghbouring state/
UT.As regards CA, the Government of
India guidelines of 2007 and 2019
\-m!shusm-\l compensation for loss of land
h{- and and that of trees by trees

They indicate that at least 1000 plants are
to be planted in one hectare and in case
1000 plants are not possible 1o be accom

maodated, the balance may be planted in
some other government forest identified
by the state mu\\rmm nt. The states hav

Ing maore than 75% forest cover, howey

er, are exempled (rom the task of procur

Ing non-forest land for CA, Their CA can
be taken up in states with deficient for

est land/cover. As regards size, lands
smaller than 5 hectares can also be
accepted for CA It s contiguous 1o a
wildlife conservatior like Mational
Parks and Wildlife nctuaries. Area
equivalence criterlon often leads to an
understanding that any forest can be
equated with tree plantations of any kind
but the concept of Net Present Value
(NPV) s additionally used 1o caleulate
the worth of diverted forests by attach
In}; a monetary value to a whole range

This amount is recovered from 1
ject proponent,
The Woarld Banks 2002 strategy elabo.
rates the NPV to include goods and ser
vices like wood and non-wood items,
ecosystem services, ‘“F paart tor wildlife,
climate regulation, soll & water conser
vation and flood prevention, carbon
sequestration, nutrlent cycling, health
suppart systems and non-material ben
efits which may be spiritus
recreational, aesthetl
value thus extends
les and considering the interest of differ
ent stakeholders, the values of different
components may also vary, such as the
ance of a tree speches ver
sus s commerclal value as timber.
The January 2022 guidelines of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest mnl
Climate Change (MoE :) have
clubbed the forests of India into six Eco
classes to realize NPV instead of divert
ed forest land. Out of them, class |
Includes Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests,
Tropical Semni I'f\'uiuwn Forests, and
Tropical Molst Declduous Forests, while
class 11 contains Littoral and Swamp
Forests,

he pro

DEVELOPMENT OF TL‘I.L‘:“:.:L‘.“.'I:.':'.‘.’,:.‘.‘,i"L':’m....‘
GREAT NICOBAR <o
|SLF|ND PHOJECT losses just through CA are amply

Interestingly, the per hectare value
of NPV for both these classes has
been kept the same, an equality that
appears surprising It s cruclal 1o
arrive at o monetized figure for a
unit of Naturefbiodiversity and
ensure that investing in it will off
set the loss caused by diversion
Simultaneous sustainable develop
ment of biodiversity Is of course a
formidable challenge. Accordingly,

H 0 L | ST'C any oversimplificatson of biodiver

cu

lon efforts,
ritations faced in offsetting

by CAG reports

1S WORTH A Uniortanutely the resousc pos
LOOK, THE RS tion at the world level also, despite
72,000 CRORE in
INVESTMENT WILL. i 16 ¥¥iture “conservation
of goods and services provided hr them. D'UIE:qT SEOFSEESSQT
' the "Halistic Development af
LAND FOR  Nicabar Island’ (GN1) o)

INFRASTRUCTURE  worth lok. The R

the wrath of climate change bein
faced globally, shows an annual

Against the above background,
the proposed CA and NPV to mit
igate the diversion of forest land in

000 crore
investment will divert 130.75 sq

DEVELOPMENT 1;|]1. I:I:I'|'u|vf: L::_ll for infrastructure
THAT INCLUDES A siipment port.s
TRANS_SH'PMENT plant, a defence base, an Industri

pORT‘ AN an estimated one million trees with
MRPORT. A i:;u:;m:n nl:-;|‘|',l||]:1Iun_“|“I_\:|:“wnuhl
POWER pLANTI A also impact the life, livelihood, n.ml
DEFENCE BASE,
AN INDUSTRIAL  SESERC caims o hae incorpe
PﬁRK AND A rated Into the project some exem

includes a trans
n alrport, a power

al park, and a township.
The project involves the felling of

forest rights of the Shompen;
ticularly vulnerable hunter
tribal group. The

plary mitigation measures, includ

ing that planting native species in
arld landscapes and near urban
areas Is of greater ecological value.
Talks are said to be on with the
Madhya Pradesh government for
v the balanced CA

CA In Aravali’s arid/se
approximately 2,400 kilo

VLY, qull]:j)t nsate for the

from the guideline regarding the
positioning of CA land, Reportedly,
the CA with 13000 crore’s Invest

ment is expected to be mostly a
revival plan to improve the soil tex

ture and fert iI-lE' and to make stone
boundary walls since the pro

posed area already has root stock
requiring just [}mlt‘»‘linn and sup

plemental planting wherever
required,

Inl]1u<1li\'v of the natural limits
imposed by edaphic, geographical,
and climatic factors, the Forest
Survey of India (F§1) 2021 report
on forest status shows that the car

bos stock per hectare in AN
forests s fourth highest in the
country; next only to Himachal,
Sikkim, and &K while Haryana
has the second lowest; next anly 1o
Delhi,

This fact does ralse questions
regarding the possibility and effi

cacy of compensating adequately
Nicobar's loss of carbon stock and
biomass by investing CA money in
Haryana, Considering the aspect of
NPV, it s worth noting that
Nicobar Island forests are more like
that of Malaysia and Indone:
while the Andaman Islands' loe
is more akin to the species found
in Myanmar, Thailand, and
Northeast India & rapid biodi

TOWNSHIP  ing compensatory afforestation,

into the project in complisnce
with the provisions of the VS5A
1980 while securing Indials strate
e natlonal and defence Interests.
Out of the total CA of 26,000
hectares, locating 24,354 hectares
in Haryana is justified by highlight

versity assessment in A&N islands
in 2018-19 found that shrubs and
herbs together were more than
double the number of trees. Many
specles found there do not occur
in mainland India. The understo
ry and emergent layers with pro
fuse regene n, herbs, and

shrubs indicate a vibrant ecosystem
whereln approximately hall of the
mammals, a third of the birds, a
quarter of the reptiles, and over a
tenth of (owering plants are
endemic, A crucible for the habi
tat rights of the Shompen tribe
notwithstanding, it is home to the
endangered Micobar M,
and Leatherback Turtl
over twenty thousand co
its vicinity. In 1989, The U 0
declared a significant portion of 113;

wactly equal to the forests in Eco
classes Land 11, GIN Is just one
praject,
An dn-depth analysis of forest land
diversion cases can provide, in
addition to actionable issues relat
ed to limitations and risks in off
setting just through the prevalent
CA and NPV model, important
insights inte ways to minimize
harm te Natuee, redeemability of
loss 1o forest ecosystems, correct
determination of NPV, efficient
investments in Nature recovery
and restoration initiatives, han
dling of habitat rights of the
primitive tribes and pre-agricul
tural communities, and regula
tions needed 1o ensure account
ability.
MNature’s monetiz and biodi
versity markets are fast emerging
as potential |und|nb sources for
conservation, Thelr effectiveness
demands an honest valuation of
diverted forests and a strict imple
mentation of conservation strate
gles, The outcomes depend on
those having the power to decide,
Only time will tell, but the deci
sions made today will echo
through the annals of history
shaping the destiny of our coun
try 4.,.f‘,r humanity itsell,
(The writers are former PCCFs of
LLP and Maharaghira;
views are persanal)

Indian agriculture and climate change: Challenges and strategies

India is forging a path toward climate-resilient agriculture, leveraging innovative strategies, integrated farming practices and government-led initiatives

he agriculture and allied
I sectors play a central

role in the sustainable

niflcant soll eroslon and exac
uml.us thee lery ]lul dry -.1~LL]>.

and reproductio

in the

growth and development of
India's economy, These sectors
not only ensure food and
nutritional security for the
country's L4 hillion people but
also contribute significantly 1o
production, employment, and
demand generation through
varlous backward and for
ward linkages, While agricul-
ture constitutes about 16% of

PRAVESH

SHARMA

verse impacts of

»ytl( are uunlrli‘mhng lu
extreme events, such as floods
caused by int
droughts triggered by pro
longed dry spells, i
different parts of the country.
2, Temperature Rise: Rising
temperatures pose a greater
threat to tropical countries
like India, which uln-:uii,' aper

perature-h

lower milk yields,
nse rainfall or

pacting

4. Pests and Disease

Increased
|g-m]~|.r.mm->.<1ml hlgher em
index lev
clslead to reduced feed Intake,

decreased meat and egg qual
iy, Pouliry, in ]\iu1|..'\ﬁu|'. sul
fiers from heal stress, resulting
in thinner eggshells an,
increased egg breakage.

change influences the popula
tlon, survival, and geograph
farmers are smallholders with

2, Integrated Farming
Systems:Combining crop cul
tvation with livestock, fish
erles, and plantations offers
diverse Income stre
reduces climate vulnerability,
Contingency planning for
alternate crops and activities
based on agro-climatic condi
thons further strengthens

mcasures o minimize damage  resilience,
or leverage emenging oppostu Technology
nities, Gilven that most Indian Innovation:

Develo
stress-tolerant crop v

ralsing aware

s and

Address Climate Change
and

B
eties,

local commmunities in produc
tion system managerment and
eas about cli
mate-resilient practices is vital,
Farmers, comsumers, and mar-
kets must be educated 1o
embrace sustainable agricul
ture practices that align with
cultural and social contexts,

Goversmment Initiatives to

steps o combat

National Innovations on
Climate Resilient Agriculture
(NICRA): This initiative pro

guidance for sustainable agel
cultural development. Key
Program Interventions;
Palicies like the Pradhan
Mantrl Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana, Natbonal Food Security
I nd Soll Health Card
m o

hance soil
ncy, and

farm productivity,

India’s GDF, it supports near
ly 49% of the workforce
(Economic Survey, 2
However, with ovi
India’s cultivated land lltptl\
dent on eainfed rrigation, the
sector is highly vulnerable 1o
climate variability.

The ongoing challenges 1o
sustain the natural resource
brase further

climate change, which dis
proportionately affect the poor,
Challenges Posed by Climare
Change on Agriculture

1. Rainfall Vurlabdlll'r:'l'hv
increasing intra-seasonal v
ability niall has emerged
as a major concern, Rainfall
patterns are becoming increas
ingly skewed, characterized
by fewer rainy days with high
er intensity, This results in sig:

ate near the higher end o
[,I“|llv|.lhlllv xpulrum
Elevated temperatures influ
ence vark s climatic factors,
mpacting crop pro
e, extreme
Feat reduces frult seeting in clt
rus crops and increases tran
splration losses in vegetables,
3, Li k and Poultry
cl mate variability
also affects animal production

the e distribution of pests and dis

eases, Rising termperatures and
humidity levels create favor
able conditions for pest prolif
eration, making control mea
sures more challenging and
unpredictable,

Mitigation and Adaptation
Strategles

!\du]lnmlun to climate change
involves anticipating adverse
imypacts and l.liklI]lJ. proactive

limited coping capacity, build
ing resilience is key.
1. Water  Resource
Management:Enhancing riin
water productivity through
il,l[,l\ll.ll[v rainwal ]!.Il‘\'[,hlll\g.
recycling, and precision water
use is essentlal. Improved irrl
r’,;llinn techniques and water
udpe nF can mitigate the
impact of erratic rainfall

conserving agro-blodiversity,
and promoting resource Lll]

Pest forecasting models,
weather-based advisories, and
agricultural risk management
systenns should be expanded o
abd farmers in declsion-mak
ing,

4, Community Involvement
and Education: Engaging

e
Nallnnnl Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPC

Ciubded by the Prime Minister's
Couneil on Climate Change
the NAPCC includes the
National  Missl lor
Sustainable  Agriculture
(MMSA), focusing on resource
conservation, soil health, inte
grated farming, and water-use
efficiency.

District Agricultural
Contingency Plans: These
|\L1um\Ish integrated solu
tions for crop, llvmmk and
fishery challenges arising from
weather anomalles, supporting
pers during extreme con
dithons.
(The writer is a retired IAS
officer; the views expressed
are personal)
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Google Quantum Al's Willow chip, GOD0LEREITERS

Willow is a small chip for Google
but a quantum leap for computing

A major impediment o realising quantum computers is the fragility of quantum states. Qubits collapse ar the slightest disturbance. This limits the
amount of time for which qubits can hold information, how error{ree a quantum computer can keep its caleulatons, and how well it can be scaled

B, Srintvasan

oogle recently unveiled its
Latest quanium processor,
named ‘Willow. The research
team that busilt it abso tested b,
and the results were published in Neture,

Theye el a great level of buzz
about the realisability of quantum
compu it eould tackle many
practical problems,

The results also kicked up intriguing
debates about explaining the power of
quantum information processing and how
they could solve problems that even the
muost pewerful classical computers
struggle with,

Bit versus gubit

Computers process information stored in
an arvay of Os and 15, In classical
computers, some physical system with
two possible states is used to represent
these Os and 15, These physical systems
are called bits, A commeon example ks an
electric circuit that allows two levels of

e calbed 0 and the other called
compater is a collection of
bilis bogethe the information flowing
nd out of bits is controlled and
nipulated by physical operations called
e operations. For example, an ‘AND'
necepts two inputs, each either O or
1, and eutpuis 1 if both inputs are 1and O
for any other combination of inputs.

A gquantem bit, or qubit, has two
distinet staves representing O and 1, More
importantly, a qubit ean be in states that
are also combinatbons of 0 and 1, This
Teatwre Is called quantum superposition,
Classical bits can't do this, Because of this
ability, each qubit needs two distinet
numbers to represent the contributions of
O and | respectively, in the qubi's stae, If
wie have two bits, we need two numbers,
ane For each bit, 1o represent the state of
the collection. With two quantum bits, we
meed four numbers o represent the stite,
Faor 10 bits, we need 10 numbers 1o
represent the : collection, For
ten qubits, we need 29 (1,024) numbers.

This exponential growth in the
information required o represent qubits’
nd the superposition ¢ 5 are
uijor reasons why quantum
uters could be more efficient and
riul than clissical computers, Like |
classieal compater, 3 quantum computer
is also a collection of qubits and a host of
physical operations called quantum gates
that change the s of quibits to
perform caleulitions.

[

2

Difficult to lsolate
A major impediment to realising quantum
computers s the fragile nature of
quamntum pecitically, while
classical bits are robust and long-lasting,
quibits are fragile and collapse quickly at
the slightest disturbance, This in um
limits the amount of time for which cubits
can hold information, how errors-free the
quanium computer can keep s
calbeulations, and how well a quantum

cM

K

computer can be scaled,

Tt is chiffieult w0 isolate a physical
gacdget to avoid pertarbations due to
external nolse, Therefore, computations
are prone to errors, For example, when
a bit is expected o represent O, there is
asmall chanee it may be in the state
representing 1. This is called the bit flip
error. Methods o identify and ix these
ervors are called error-correction
protocols,

Asingle 0 s represented by three bits
in the state 000 (corresponding to each
bait inv thee state O). I there is a bieilip
error, the resulting state could be 100,
010, er 001 {depending on whether the
first, second, or third bit is flipped),
Similarly, 1is represented as 101, 1Fwe
el o eneode 01 as the basic
Information, its true representation is
D001, Looking at the concatenated
seuenee in groups of three bits, the
oecurrence of 100, 010, 001, 011,101, or
10, will mean ar or hus erept in,
When three phy bits represent one
logical digit, it Is easy to figure out
wihiich bt has Qipped and correct it
suitably before the next step in the
unnpuhu lon,
arly, ome way o mitigate the
\‘I||'< tof errors ina g
I to correct them us
cjubits that keep track of errors creeping
In during computations, This ks a logical
answer 1o the error problem; it is,
however, unsuitable for qubits in
superposed st reating exact coples
of unkmown superposed states is
prohibited by the no-cloning theorem of
cuantum physics. On the other hand,
error correction often reguires
redundancy, Le,, providing more qubits
diedd 1o encode

o, This makes it clear that
more than ane physical qubit is needed

A cryastat redrigerator lor cocling quantum
computing chips at Google's Quantum Al lab
In Santa Barbara, Calllarnda, wagpuTies

o represent a single logical qubit, (Qubits
also have another type of error called
phase lip ervor, which presents similar
challenges to error correction, )

One effective method to detect and
COFFRCT EITOTS (1 A QUEnium computer
without also violating the no-cloning
theorem is called surface code, Here,
engineers armange an aray of qubits on x
grid. The qubiis are grouped into two
categories, numely data qubits and
measurement qubits. While the error in
chata quibits 18 what we wish to identify
and eorrect, any atempt w measure
them will force them out of
superposition, and whatever information
they encode will be lost,

Tovawokd this, the surface code method
provides the set of measurement qubits,
These qubits are entangled with data
qubits through suitable gate operations.
CF two qubits are entanghed, any
measurement of one particle will
nstantaneously cause the sther particle
tov lose its superposition state.) In this
setup, the presence of errors in the data
qubits is inferred by making suitable
maeasurements of the measurement
cpubits while using the gates to prevent the
chata guibits fre g affected, and thus
correcting Inconsiste n clata guebits,

The error rate
According o Google, its new
processor, Willow, has signific
ervor corvection and is thus significantly
Faster than other quantum compulers,
ot to mention clissical computers as
well. The researchers who developed it
tested it by using it to solve a
computationally hard problem,

Willenw howses 105 physical gubits and
operites ut emperatures close o the
:Iw« wetically pumhlc- lowest temperature

0 K, arly hall of these ane
ainving are
measurement qubidts. The
supercondiscting qubits are not strictly
twirstate systems, W performing gate
operations, the physical sys un get
excited or ‘leak’ to states other than 0and
1. These excited states can subsequently
Imterfere with the comy lesns and

vs 1068 pihysle:
crale S o

Bose (o the .

¥ \mperature, Ne. :

of these are data qubits, and the

operations - as they bulld ever-Jarger
quantum computers with more physical
qubits and more error correction
operations, Google alone has progressed
from 33 o Sby5 to Ty 7 arrays of
it qubits, and the error rate ha
decreased by more than half in e step,
What one expects for a collection of
qubidts on a clreuit is that the error e
elther remains the same or increas
the number of qubits s increased.
the error rate becomes smaller as more
wubits are added is the
belowe-the-threshold eapability of Willow's
srehitecture and operation. This Is vital o
achieving quantum processors with
enough qubits that perform almost
errorfree computations of problems of
practieal relevance - the ultimate gol.

No dead ends

The particular computationally difficult
task with which Google tested Willow is
calbed random eireuit
the RCS task, Willow b
probability of ¢ e
strings of O and the output when
the quantum gates that act on the gubits
are chosen mndomly, I there 15 no nolse,
RCS Is a computationally hard task,
meaning that the mumber of calculations
required to make the prediction increases
exponentinlly with the ||1|1u1 skze.

Willow completed the RCS task for
ranclom gate operations realisable on
Wilkow in o few minutes, The researchers
estimated that t wsk om the most
powerful classical computer svailable
tosdy wioslel take 10 septillion years (e, |
Tollowed by 24 zeroes). To compare, the
universe's age in years is approximately |
followed by 10 zeroes. It is plausible that
c I wssical computers running better

Introduce errors, So a few qubits - Le, the
masasurement qubits - are reserved to
correct such leakage errors,

Coherence time s the duration over
which an intended state (typically,
superpositions) of a qubit can survive
without being changed due to
Interactions with the environment or with
other parts of the computer, The
coherence time of dats qublts on Willow
ks about 100 microseconds, which is more
than the coherence time of the physical
cubits. This is a consequence of the error
correction proteols used, This in isell s
an interesting result because it means the
Information-holding time can be
Emproved by external manoeuvring,

The next milestone for researchers o
achieve is to lower the error mte
calculwted as the ratio of t
cqubit errors to the number of gate

muiy eventually mateh Willew's
fet , although researchers are not aware
of such improven

Researchers are still a long way away
from realising quantum processors of
rensonable size to be useful in peactical
contexts, This said, it's only natural that
Wilkow created the sort of bugs that it did:
it has shown that the major kssues
realising o relinble quantum compuster
can b nddressed and surmounted, thit
they are not dead ends. The work of the
Google tewm provides hope that quantum
comprters may soon help us unravel
nature's mysteries and also solve
computatienally ditheult problems in
drug design, materials sclence, climate
modelling, and optimisation, among
others = all with deep soc Imipact.

(5. Srinfvazan is a professor of physies at
Krea Untversity,
sivakumar. srinfvazangkrea.edu.in)

A Bracilan security officer during an operation e
combat dlegsl mining in the Amamn suTps

Amazon caps
brutal year of
fires, drought

Assoclated Press

2024 was a brutal year for the Amazon
rainforest, with rampant wildfires and
extreme drought raviging large pans ol a
that's a eritbeal counterwelight 1w
g climate fed drought that in
turn fed the worst year for fires since
2005, And those fires contributed o
deforesiation, with authorities suspecting
some fires were set to more easily clear
land to run cattle,

The Amuzon is twice the size of India
and sprawls across elght countries and
one erritory, storing vast amounts of
carbon dioxide that would otherwise
he planet,
st 205 oof the world's

‘i il astounding blodiversity,
ine llldm': 16,000 known tree specles. But
governments have historically viewed it as
an area 1o be explodted, with lle regard
for sustainabilivy or the rights of its
ll::llp\-lunu peoples,
hie fires and drought experienced in
2024 across the Amazon rainforest could
be ominous indicators that we are
reaching the long feared ecological
tipping polnt,” sald Andrew Miller,
advocacy director at Amazon Watch, an
arganisation that works w protect the
rainforest,

There were some bright spots. Forest
loss in Brazil's Amazon, home to the
largest swath of this ralnforest, dropped
30.6% compared w the previous year, the
lowest level of destruction

The improvement under le
President Lulz Indcio Lula da Silva
contrasted with deforestation that hisa
15year high under Lula's predecessor,
far-right leader Jair Bolsonaro, who
prboritised agribusiness expansion and
weakened environmental agencies.

In Jully, Colombia reported historic
lows in deforestation in 2023, The
country's environment minister warmed
thist 2024' figures may not be as
promising as a significant rise

deforestation had already been recorded
by July due to dey weather caused by EI
Nifie, a weather phenomenon that warms
the central Pacihe, Negal economies
continwe to drive deforestation in the
Andean nation,

s impossible o overlook the threat
posed by organised eri 1 the
economies they control to Amaon
conservation,” said Bram E
consultant for Crisis Groug in La
Ameriea. “Hegal gold mining s
expanding rapldly, driven by soaring
plobal prices, and the revenues of illicie
economies often surpass state budgets

nforest were
draped h1 smoke In August from fires
TN | In- Amazon, Ce

a
o, Hu-s: ane teaditionally used
aition and o manage pastures,
and those human-made blazes were
largely vesponsible for igniting the
wildfires,
For a second year, the Amazon River
fell 1o desperate kows, lending some
:wnmrlt's 1o declare a state
wne of the Amazon River's main
s dropped to s lowest level ever

5 thee worst year far Amazon fives
2005, aceording to nonprofit

orest Foundation Between

ry andl October, 15.0 million hectares
il Amazon burned, Bolivia had a
record number of fires n the first 10
maonths of the year,

For feedback and suggestions
far *Sclence’ please write 1o
schence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Dally page’
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