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Global Job Market

Global unemployment is set to fall slightly this year. ILO expects

a 4.9% rate for 2024, after originally forecasting unemployment
would rise to 5.2% from 5% in 2023. An unemployment rate of 4.9%
means that 183 million persons are unemployed. As per another,
more broader measure of labour underutilisation, jobs gap* for
2024 is estimated higher at 402 million...

Labour underutilisation indicators, World (millions)
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*Unemployed (meet 2 technical criteria: available at short notice & actively
searching for work) + potential labour force (meet one criteria, but not both) +

willing non-jobseekers (meet neither criterion but are willing to work); “Projection
Source: AFP, ILO 'Y
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Delhi HC seeks
JMI’s stand on Egbal
Hussain’s appeal

Against quashing of his
appointment as pro V-C

NEW DELHI:The Delhi
High Court on Wednes-
day sought the stand of
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI)
on a plea by professor Eqbal
Hussain challenging a sin-
gle judge’s order quash-
ing his appointment as the
pro vice chancellor and
subsequently as officiat-
ing vice chancellor of the
university.

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Vibhu Bakhru issued
notice to JMI on Hussain’s
appeal against the single
judge’s decision and listed
the matter for further hear-
ing on August 12.

“Respondent is at lib-
erty to file counter affi-
davit, if necessary, the
court said.

A single judge bench of
the high court had on May
22, while dealing with peti-
tions by Md. Shami Ahmad
Ansari and others, quashed
the appointment of Hus-
sain as the pro vice chan-
cellor and subsequently as
the officiating VC of Jamia,
holding that the appoint-
ments were not made in
conformity with the rele-
vant statute. ‘

Hours after the order, the
university appointed Prof.
Mohammad Shakeel as the
officiating VC.

The counsel for the peti-
tioner urged the court to
grant him interim relief in
the matter.

The bench, also includ-
ing Justice Tara V Ganju,
declined to issue any such
order in the appeal, stating,
“We're not going to infringe
on the working of a person
who is already in office”

A single judge had pre-
viously directed that a new
appointment to the post of
officiating Vice-Chancellor
(VC) be made within one
week and had asked the “Vis-
itor, the President of India,
to initiate the process of
appointing a regular VC in
the meantime.

Hussain filed a peti-
tion against Prof. Shakeel’s
appointment as VC, argu-
ing it goes against the courtss
order.

On Tuesday, JMI’s rep-
resentatives informed the
court that the Visitor’s nomi-
nees participated in Shakeel’s
appointment, under Visitor’s
consideration.

On September 14,
2023, Prof. Najma Akhtar
appointed Hussain as Pro
VC.

After Akhtar’s retirement
on November 12, 2023, Hus-
sain assumed the role of offi-
ciating VC. (¢ AGENCIES
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Nexus of Good

Empowering tr

IMILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 30 MAY 2024

ansformation

Established

to combat

the pervasive
influence of
poverty on
educational
outcomes, iTeach
schools run a
comprehensive
programme
spanning from
grade 8 to
college and
career placement

Yh?fozltgh i Yéac.'h Schools, Neha Vaidya has embarked on an impactful Journey of enabling
underprivileged children to defy the odds of poverty and attain social justice and educational equity

une Chapter of
Nexus of Good has
been on the fore-
front of organising
bi-monthly workshops to
road-show good work, both
in the public as well as private
domains. On April 15,2024, it
hosted its 7" event, featuring a
compelling address and Q&A
session with Neha Vaidya,
the Chief Operating Offi-
cer of iTeach Schools. With
her extensive experience in
the social sector spanning 15
years, Neha shared profound
insights into the challenges
and victories encountered in
her journey towards empow-
ering underprivileged chil-
dren through education.
Neha’s journey
Neha commenced her
address by reflecting on her
journey, which began with
a Master’s in Social Work.
Her path led her through the
realms of health and eventu-
ally into education, where she
found her purpose in trans-
forming the lives of disadvan-
taged youth. She credited her
initial exposure to the sector
during her time at Tata Insti-
tute for Social Sciences, which
opened her eyes to the harsh
realities faced by marginalised
communities. Inspired by
impactful leaders and driven
by a strong sense of purpose,
Neha embarked on a mission
to bridge the gap in educa-
tional opportunities for low-
income students.
iTeach Schools
Neha provided an over-
view of iTeach Schools’
mission, emphasising its com-
mitment to levelling the play-
ing field for children from
diverse socio-economic back-
grounds. Established to com-
bat the pervasive influence of
poverty on educational out-
comes, iTeach schools run a
comprehensive programme
spanning from grade 8 to col-
lege and career placement.
Neha highlighted the signifi-
cant impact of their interven-
tion programmes, boasting
impressive statistics such as
a remarkable 92 per cent of

iTeach Schools’ mission is to provide a level playing field for children from diverse socio-economic backgrounds

alumni enrolled in higher
education, far surpassing the
national average.

Challenges and triumphs

Acknowledging the ardu-
ous nature of their work, Neha
candidly shared the organisa-
tion’s challenges, including
instances of internal turmoil
and external crises. Despite
facing adversity, iTeach
Schools demonstrated resil-
ience and integrity in uphold-
ing their commitment to child
protection and justice. Neha
recounted a poignant inci-
dent where the organisation’s
response to a case of child
abuse empowered survivors
to come forward, illustrating
the transformative power of
advocacy and support.

The incident of child abuse
within iTeach Schools serves
as a reminder of the harsh
realities faced by vulnerable
communities and the critical
importance of proactive child
protection measures. When
instances of child abuse sur-
faced within the organisation,
it catalysed a swift and com-
prehensive response.

The learnings from this
incident are multifaceted and
profound. Firstly, it under-
scored the imperative of hav-
ing robust child protection

policies and procedures in
place, as well as a culture of
transparency and accountabil-
ity. iTeach Schools’ proactive
approach to addressing the
issue, including filing police
complaints and providing sup-
port to survivors, exemplifies
the organisation’s commitment
to upholding the rights and
dignity of every child under
its care. Moreover, the incident
shed light on the prevalence
of child abuse within broader
societal contexts. By amplify-
ing the voices of survivors and
providing a platform for them
to seek justice, iTeach Schools
not only demonstrated its
commitment to individual
students but also contrib-
uted to a broader societal dia-
logue on child protection and
safeguarding. iTeach Schools
emerged stronger from this
experience and more resolute
in its mission to empower and
protect its students.
Neha’s motivation i
In recounting stories of
individual triumphs, Neha
revealed the driving force
behind her unwavering ded-
ication — the resilience and
tenacity exhibited by the stu-
dents themselves. Witnessing
students overcome formida-
ble obstacles to pursue their

dreams fuelled Nehas convic-
tion that meaningful change
is achievable. She empha-
sised the importance of fos-
tering a sense of possibility
and optimism, encapsulated
in a video showcasing stu-
dents’ innovative creations
and achievements.

Through Nehas anec-
dotes, we glimpse into the
lives of students like Murad
and Sheena (Name Changed),
who defied the odds stacked
against them to chart their
own paths to success. Murad,
unable to read or write at a
grade 1 level upon joining
iTeach Schools, exemplifies
resilience in the face of learn-
ing disabilities and systemic
barriers to education. With
the support of dedicated edu-
cators and a nurturing envi-
ronment, Murad not only
achieved academic success
but also embarked on a jour-
ney towards higher education
and economic independence.

Similarly, Sheena’s story
highlights the resilience
ingrained in students from
single-parent households,
where familial support and
determination serve as pillars
of strength. Despite facing
personal challenges, Sheena
persevered through adversity,

balancing her education with
internships and supporting
her family’s financial needs.
Her resilience embodies the
indomitable spirit of students
striving for a better future,
fuelled by hope, determina-
tion, and a relentless pursuit
of their goals.

Neha Vaidya's transition
from the health sector to the
education sector was not only
influenced by her own expe-
riences and values but also by
her collaboration with Sou-
mya Jain, a friend from college
who founded iTeach Schools.
Soumya’s decision to leave a
corporate job in the United
States to pursue social impact
work in India resonated
deeply with Neha, sparking
conversations that ultimately
led to her involvernent in the
education sector.

As Neha recounts, Sou-
mya’s passion and persuasive
arguments compelled her to
reconsider her career trajec-
tory, despite her initial focus
on health-related issues. Sou-
mya’s vision for iTeach Schools
as a platform for transform-
ing education and empower-
ing marginalised youth struck
a chord with Neha, aligning
with her own values and aspi-
rations for social change. Thus,
this collaboration served as a
catalyst for her transition to
the education sector, marking
the beginning of a transfor-
mative journey dedicated to
advancing educational equity
and social justice.

Neha Vaidyas address
and the subsequent dialogue
exemplified the transforma-
tive potential of education as
a catalyst for social change
Through iTeach Schools’
holistic approach and unwav-
ering commitment, Neha
and her team continue to
empower the next generation,
one life at a time, exemplify-
ing the ethos of the Nexus of
Good movement. They pres-
ent a wondertul and scalable

example of addressing social
issues through public-private
partnership.
Views expressed are personal
~
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CLITE LEARNING: HOW INTERNATIONAL BOARDS
FOSTER CREATIVITY & GLOBAL SUCCESS

DR SANKU BOSE

n an increasingly globalised world, the path to

international success often begins in the class-

room. For many students in India, this jour-

ney is significantly enhanced by enrolling in
international schools affiliated to foreign educa-
tional boards. These boards offer a distinctive edge,
preparing students for global careers and higher
education opportunities abroad—and ensuring that
students don't feel like “freshman onboard” when
they join their dream institutions!

Over the last few decades, the Indian economy
has attained new heights. This has resulted in a sig-
nificant increase in disposable incomes especially
for the urban elite and upper middle class. This
affluence entails that many more individuals now
have the capacity and desire to enroll their children
in relatively expensive international schools from an
early age as opposed to the previous trend of social
elite sending their children abroad only for higher
education. This serves to prepare them for interna-
tional exposure from their school days itself.

The pursuit of higher education abroad has seen
a significant increase among Indian students. Data
from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of External Affairs, Gol show that the number of
Indian students studying overseas grew from 4.5
lakhs in 2016 to over 13.25 Lakhs in 2022. As per
ICEF Monitor, this number

and provides a more accurate measure of a stu-
dent’s abilities and knowledge. Students are
also graded on such parameters as responsibil-
ity, independent work, organisation, collabora-
tion, initiative and self-regulation—ensuring all
round personality development.

» Development of Research Skills: Programmes
like the IB Diploma Programme require stu-
dents to complete an Extended Essay, a research
project that fosters strong research and writ-
ing skills. These skills are crucial for success in
university-level education and research-oriented
careers.

»  Global Perspective: International education
encourages students to develop a global per-
spective, understanding different cultures and
international issues. Subjects like the IB's Theory
of Knowledge (TOK) and Global Perspectives
in CIE promote critical thinking about global
issues, preparing students to become informed
global citizens.

» Language Proficiency: International boards
place a strong emphasis on language learning,
often requiring proficiency in more than one
language. This multilingual approach enhances
communication skills and cultural awareness,
valuable in today’s interconnected world.

» Preparation for International Exams: Students
studying in international boards are well-pre-

pared for standardised inter-

is expected to reach 20 lakhs
by 2025! The United States,
Canada, Australia, the United
Kingdom, and Germany are
among the top destinations.
Notably, a substantial propor-
tion of these students have
completed their schooling
under foreign boards in India,

International Baccalaureate
(IB) is one of the most
prominent, with over
200 schools offering

various programmes such
as the Primary Years

national exams like SAT, ACT,
and IELTS, which are essential
for admission to universities
abroad.

For students and parents,
there are several options to
choose from. International
Baccalaureate (IB) is one of
the most prominent, with

hghighung he bord le - Programme (PYP), Middle  over 20 schol g v
moo
to international education sys- Years Progrcmme (MYP)I Primary Years Programme

tems in higher education.
So, how does an interna-

Diploma Programme
(DP), and Career-related

(PYP), Middle Years Pro-
gramme (MYP), Diploma

tional board differ from the Programme (DP), and Career-
more widespread and tradi- Programme (CP) related Programme (CP).
tionally recognised boards in Similarly, Cambridge Assess-

India like ICSE, CBSE, and the

state boards? Some key differentiators are:

» Global Recognition and Acceptance: Inter-
national boards are globally recognised and
respected by universities and employers world-
wide. This recognition increases students’
chances of admission to prestigious universities
and enhances their career prospects globally.

» Holistic and Student-Centric Education: Inter-
national curricula focus on holistic develop-
ment, emphasising not just academic excellence
but also personal, emotional, and social growth.
Programmes like the IB's Creativity, Activity,
Service (CAS) encourage students to engage in
various extracurricular activities and commu-
nity service, fostering well-rounded individuals.

» Critical Thinking and Enquiry-Based Learn-
ing: The educational approach of international
boards prioritises critical thinking, problem-
solving, and inquiry-based learning over rote
memorization. This methodology prepares stu-
dents to think independently, conduct research,
and approach problems creatively, skills essential
for success in higher education and beyond.

» Diverse Curriculum: International boards offer
a comprehensive and diverse curriculum thf\t ,
includes a wide range of subjects and interdisci-
plinary learning. For instance, the IB curriculum
covers six subject groups and requires students
to study languages, sciences, mathematics, qnd
humanities, ensuring a broad-based education.

» Continuous & Comprehensive A t:
Assessment in international boards is continu-
ous and varied, including projects, presentations,
practical work, and examinations. This approach
reduces stress associated with a single final exam

ment International Educa-
tion (CIE) has a substantial presence, with more
than 500 schools providing a range of programmes,
including Cambridge Primary, Cambridge Lower
Secondary, Cambridge Upper Secondary (IGCSE),
and Cambridge Advanced (AS and A Levels).
Edexcel, managed by Pearson, offers International
GCSEs, A Levels, and BTEC vocational qualifica-
tions in around 80 schools across India. Recently,
many schools have also affiliated themselves with
boards from Australia, such as the Western Austra-
lian Matriculation Program.

Several schools in India stand out. DAIS
(Mumbai), TISB (Bangalore) and CIS (Kolkata) are
old established names that offer IB and CIE affili-
ations. The American School of Bombay provides
a US-style education with IB and AP (Advanced
Placement) curricula. The TIG World School, Sili-
guri is a unique girls' only institution and offers the
Western Australian Matriculation Program Inter-
national to their students. DCM Group of schools,
Ludhiana and Excel Group of Schools, Thiruvat-
tar also offer this Australian programme, which is
gaining popularity.

As more Indian students seek to make their
mark on the world stage, the significance of these
international boards in shaping future leaders can-
not be overstated. By fostering critical thinking, cul-
tural awareness, and a robust academic foundation,
they are not merely educating students, they are
creating global citizens ready to lead and innovate
in an interconnected world!

The author is the Group CEO of Techno India Group,

a visionary and an educator. Beyond his corporate
role, he is also a mentor who guides students towards
resilience and self-discovery ‘

gy
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PARENTS TO

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS?

The international curriculum in India exposes
students to diverse cultures and perspectives,
nurturing a global mindset. This prepares them
to succeed in the international job market

PRATHAMA BHATTACHARYYA

o you love doing sci-
ence experiments in
the lab and also have
an interest in history
and psychology? The increasing
popularity of international schools
in India can be attributed to their
flexible curriculum, which caters
to diverse interests and academic
pursuits. Also, the rising purchas-
ing power of the Indian middle
class has enhanced their ability
to afford international education
and increased their mobility for
work and leisure, Today’s Indian
middle-class parents view inter-
national education as a crucial
pathway for their children to gain
broader exposure and develop
essential skills. These skills are
seen as vital for accessing higher
education opportunities and
securing better employment pros-
pects both in India and abroad.
1In the past 10 years, the num-
ber of international schools in
India has more than doubled.
Indian education is rapidly adopt-
ing international institutions at
all levels, from pre-primary to
university. Reports show that
enrolment in K-12 international
schools in India saw a signifi-
cant rise between 2023-2024, with
over 416,000 students aged
3 to 18 now enrolled.
In recent years,
schools in

India have embraced various
international curricula and pro-
grammes, gaining immense
popularity among students and
parents. These include the Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB),
Cambridge International Exami-
nations (CIE), French Baccalau-
reate (FB), Canadian Board, and
Western Australian curriculum.
The international curriculum
in India exposes students to dif-
ferent cultures and perspectives,
helping them appreciate cultural
differences and understand other
viewpoints. This helps children
develop a global outlook, making
them better prepared to succeed
in the global job market. “Inter-
national curricula bring the world
to students and offer insights
into various cultural practices
and global issues. This exposure
is crucial for developing a global
mindset, preparing students to
think and operate internationally.
Also, an international curriculum
fosters critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills while broaden-
ing students’ perspectives,” said
Dr Christopher Abraham CEO
& Head - Dubai Campus, SP Jain
School of Global Management.
Mira Bhattacharya, direc-
tor, Techno India Group World
School, Siliguri, which is affili-

e

THE WORLD IS
YOUR OYSTER

WHY STUDY IN
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS?
» Global outlook

» Widespread exposure

» Holistic growth

» Teacher-student ratio

» Flexible curriculum

» Emphasis on critical thinking
and problem-solving skills

» Experiential Learning

ated with School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Inter-
national, Government of West-
ern Australia, emphasises on the
innovative teaching methods and
student-teacher ratio in interna-
tional schools. “The international
curricula emphasise student-
centric, interactive, and experi-
ential learning, focusing on the
practical application of knowl-
edge. We encourage students to
think critically and analyse. Also,
we maintain smaller class sizes
and a favourable teacher-student
ratio for more personalized atten-
tion,” she said. Bhattacharya also
highlighted how international
schools assist students in
planning their sub-
ject preferences,
preparing them
to apply for
admissions
and scholar-
= ships at colleges
! abroad.
“We follow the
Western Australian
curriculum, which
has received an
equivalent cer-
tificate from the
Government of
Indta. We offer
five diffe

pathways, allowing students to
pursue various subject options,”
said Bhattacharya. Techno India
Group World School in Sili-
guri is a premier residential and
day boarding school for girls in
North Bengal.

Meanwhile, there’s a com-
mon belief among parents that
international schools in India are
primarily for children aiming to
study abroad. However, Indian
students who plan to pursue their
careers within their own native
land can significantly benefit
from these institutions as well.
Niru Agarwal, Trustee, Green-
wood High International School,
believes globalisation has unde-
niably transformed education
in India, bringing opportunities
for collaboration, technological
advancements, and exposure to
global perspectives. “Indian stu-
dents who want to study an inter-
national curriculum would benefit
in terms of great opportunities
for higher education and career

and this would act as a boost to

their current education. Overall, it

offers a competitive edge to Indian
students who too want to study
international curriculum as these
courses offer global recognition,
aiding students in securing spots
at prestigious global universities.
Its holistic education approach
develops personal, social, and aca-
demic skills ideal for multicultural
adaptation abroad. The major
benefit of studying under inter-
national learning standards and
following the international curric-
ulum is that it appreciates all other
cultures of the world and incorpo-
rates that knowledge in the regu-
lar learning course,” she said.

Dr Ted Mockrish, Head of
School, Canadian International
School Bangalore, doesn't mince
his words when he mentioned
that Indian parents should seek
schools with international accred-
itation. “Boards in India or abroad
are fairly similar in that they seek
to boil down several years of
learning into several high-stakes
exams. The difference with pro-
grams like the IB diploma pro-
gramme is that they also require
students to submit internal assess-
ments, deeply throughout out
research papers across six areas of

study that also make up a student’s
final grade. The core subjects of
the Extended Essay (EE), Theory
of Knowledge (TOK), Creativ-
ity, Activity, and Service (CAS)
require students to apply critical
thinking, collaboration, retlection,
and other deep metacognitive
skills to their learning,” he said.
oA


Administrator
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-11), 30 MAY 2024


IMILLENNIUM POST, 30 MAY 2024 |

Thapar Institute proposes ISRO
launch for pollution satellite

To monitor environment and real-time
pollution issues

OUR CORRESPONDENT

aking a step towards
imparting experiential
education to its students
in engineering and technological
development involved in satellite
building and space missions,
Thapar Institute of Engineering
and Technology started the
Thapar Satellite Program four
years ago. Satellite “Thaparsat’ is
ready and is in the final stages
of testing. The purpose of the
satellite is to monitor real-time
pollution caused by greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide and
to measure soil moisture content
in northern India. A proposal
to start the launch process will
soon be submitted to ISRO by
the TIET team.
To celebrate the journey

ahead, TIET organised a half-day
symposium on ‘ThaparSAT: An
Initiative of TIET towards Future
of Space Program in Punjab
State, The dignitaries from
Punjab government institutions
attended the symposium to
discuss the crucial role of
Thaparsat in future agricultural
policy making, the need for
space technology start-ups

in the Punjab region, and the
importance of capacity building
in colleges.

Empowering women in physics |

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ood news for all girls
looking to pursue
MSc in Physics. The

Tata Institute of Fundamen-
tal Research (TIFR), through
its Homi Bhabha Centre for
Science Education (HBCSE),
has started a three-week
summer programme ‘Vigyan
Vidushi” from 2020. This is
the first year the programme
will be completely available
in the residential mode, at
HBSCE till June 15, 2024.

46 women students from
all over India, who have just
completed their first year
MSc in physics, can attend
this programme that will
give them an exposure to
advanced physics courses
and encourage them to per-
form innovative experiments.
There will be sessions on
thinking through problem-
solving and career guidance
about research opportunities.
They will visit research labo-

ratories at TIFR, Colaba, and
the Giant Metrewave Radio
Telescope (GMRT) near
Pune. They will be taught,
inspired and mentored by
successful women scientist
role models. This is a unique
initiative of TIFR to partially
address the gender balance in
physics at the doctorate level.
The participants have
been selected from a large
number of applications
received from all over the
country on the basis of aca-
demic profiles and recom-
mendation letters. These
students come from all over
India, from Goa to Tripura
and from Haryana to Ke{-ala.
DAL
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" NOW, PHILIPPINES OPENS DOORS

FOR INDIAN MEDICAL ASPIRANTS

Indian students with a Doctor of Medicine
degree from Philippines can register &
practice medicine in the same country

OUR CORRESPONDENT

n a landmark move, the Philip-
Ipines has announced a policy

change that will significantly
benefit Indian medical students
pursuing their MBBS degrees. A
recent amendment to the Philip-
pine Medical Act of 1959 has been
approved by the House of Rep-
resentatives, paving the way for
Indian students, including those
from foreign, to register and prac-
tice medicine in the Philippines.
This development comes after sev-
eral years of persistent requests
from India, recognising the Philip-
pines as a top global destination for
medical education.

The Philippines has emerged
as a rising star in medical educa-
tion, attracting aspiring doctors
worldwide. It offers high-quality
education at competitive costs, with
tuition fees significantly lower than
those in Western countries. The
US-aligned curriculum ensures
smooth transitions to international
careers, supported by a strong net-
work of globally recognized resi-
dency programmes.

Under this new provision,
Indian students who complete their
Doctor of Medicine degree from
a Philippine College of Medicine
recognised by the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED), along
with a 12-month internship, will
be eligible to register and practice
medicine in the Philippines. The
CHED will issue the necessary cer-
tification to facilitate this process,
ensuring a smooth transition for

ian graduates.

Ind‘l‘a”lr‘;xigs amendment is a laanark
achievement, not only f_or Indian
students but for all foreign medical
students studying in the Philippines.
It acknowledges the high stand_a‘rds
of medical education in the Philip-
pines and provides a clear pathway
for our graduates to practice medi-

cine either locally or internationally.
This change will greatly benefit our

students and strengthen the Philip-
pines’ position as a leading destina-
tion for medical education in the
Asia-Pacific region,” said Kadwin
Pillai, Director of Transworld Edu-
care and Chairman of Kings Inter-
national Medical Academy.

This provision is particularly
beneficial for Indian medical stu-
dents, who have been increasingly
choosing the Philippines for their
medical education due to factors
such as the high quality of educa-
tion, English as the medium of
instruction, and affordable liv-
ing costs. The new regulations
also align with the Indian Medical
Commissions requirements for reg-
istration, allowing Indian graduates
to practice medicine in India after
obtaining their MD degrees from
the Philippines.

With 64 authorised medi-
cal schools across the Philippines,
Indian students now have an even
more compelling reason to pur-
sue their medical education in

this country. The amendment not
only enhances their academic and
professional prospects but also
strengthens the educational ties
between India and the Philippines. .

|
|
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