CUET to be held from May 15 to 31 |

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

The Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted between
May 15 and May 31, 2024,
as announced earlier, and
there will be no change in
view of the Lok Sabha
election schedule, accord-
ing to UGC Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar. The date

. sheet will be released after

N

the registration process is
completed.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) chief
had earlier this month
said the exam dates could
change depending on the
schedule of the forthcom-

|ASIAN AGE, 18 MARCH 2024 |

ing Lok Sabha polls. The
Election Commission on
Saturday announced that
polling for the 543 Lok
Sabha constituencies will
be held in seven phases,
starting with 102 seats in
the first phase on April 19.
The votes will be counted
on June 4.

“The National Testing
Agency (NTA) will con-
duct CUET-UG, as
announced earlier,
between May 15 and May
31, 2024. In this period,
two dates overlap with
the election dates on the
20th and 25th of May.
“After the last date for fill-
ing out applications on
March 26, 2024, we will

Jagadesh Kumar

know the number of stu-
dents registered for
CUET-UG and their geo-
graphical distribution,”
Mr Kumar said to a news
agency.

“Based on this data and
the election dates, NTA

will announce the date
sheet for CUET-UG. But
the dates will not change,”
he added. Prospective can-
didates have until March
26 to complete the applica-
tion process for CUET-UG,
which was introduced in
2022.

This standardised test
streamlines admission
processes across central,
state, deemed and private
universities nationwide.
A notable departure from
tradition, the NTA has
outlined a hybrid exami-
nation format for CUET-
UG 2024, including both
computer based testing
and pen-and-paper modes
for different subjects. px|®
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Law an eternal process
of learning: SC judge

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The KK Luthra
Memorial Moot Court competi-
tion concluded on Sunday, with
Supreme Court judge, justice
Vikram Nath presenting the
award to the Campus Law Cen-
tre, Delhi University for the
best team among 72 universi-
ties in India and abroad that
participated. The moot court
invited teams to explore the
interplay of laws relating to
international diplomatic rela-
tions and criminal investiga-

tion and procedure.
Justice Nath, who presided

over the closing ceremony of
the three-day event, said, “Law
is an eternal process of learn-
ing. One must continue to learn
until the end of one’s career.”

This year was the 20th edi-
tion of the moot court event
organised in memory of emi-
nent lawyer KK Luthra, whose
son, senior advocate Siddharth
Luthra is a leading criminal
lawyer.

The final round was judged
by a panel of three judges of the
Delhi high court - justices
Rekha Palli, Neena Bansal
Krishna, Sudhir Kumar Jain -

who were guests of honour at
the prize distribution event.

HAs
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Nnts attac

ked at Guj.

varsity Over namaz, MEA steps in

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: A group of people
stormed the Gujarat University
hostel in Ahmedabad late on Sat-
urday and attacked international
students who were offering
namaz inside the premises, injur-
ing five people during the melee,
prompting the state police to
begin a high-level probe on Sun-
day and arrest two men, even as
the ministry of external affairs
said it had taken note of the inci-
dent.

Two students — one from Sri
Lanka and another from Tajikis-
tan — were hospitalised after the
attack, videos of which did the
rounds on social media and drew
widespread condemnation.

Police said they had arrested
two people, Hitesh Mewada and
Bharat Patel, both residents of
Ahmedabad, for their alleged role
in the attack, adding that they
were on the hunt for more sus-
pects.

Senior officers said the incident
took place around 10.30pm on
Saturday, when around 25 people
broke into A Block of the hostel,
which houses around 75 of Guj-
arat University’s 300 interna-
tional students.

“Some students were sitting on
a platform (within the hostel
premises), offering namaz when
the group entered, asked why
they were praying there and told
them to go to a mosque instead,”
said GS Malik, Ahmedabad com-

(ﬁ W ]}

Police at the hostel campus where the students were allegedly
assaulted, in Ahmedabad, on Sunday. PTI

missioner of police, citing a pre-
liminary investigation.

According to Malik, this “led to
a verbal altercation” that then
“escalated into stone-pelting and
physical violence”. “Some people
in the group then barged into the
rooms and began vandalising
property,” said Malik.

Gujarat University vice-chan-
cellor Neerja Gupta said, “This is
the first time such an incident has
happened. We have been running
the Study Abroad Programme
(SAP) since 2005. The govern-
ment and police have taken strict
action and two people have also
been arrested.”

“At the university we have
made some administrative
changes today (like decision to
appoint ex-army men as security
personnel and appointment of
new hostel warden and new

co-ordinator for SAP) and we
have also decided to form a For-
elgn Student Advisory commit-
tee,” Gupta said.

An Afghan student said the
men were shouting “Jai Shri
Ram” as they “pushed the security
guard out” of the building.

“Other international students
who came to help were also
attacked. Their rooms were ran-
sacked and their personal devices,
including laptops and cellphones
damaged. Five students, including
two from South Africa and one
each from Afghanistan, Uzbekis-
tan, and Sri Lanka, have been
injured,” the student said.

Several purported bits of foot-
age from the incident went viral
on social media and showed a
group of people pelting stones
and vandalising stationary motor-
cycles within the hostel’s prem-

ises .One clip shows a person ask-
ing students if they should be
praying in the hostel, prompting
an aggressive response.Other vid-
eos showed the group leaving the
college even as residents of the
hostel demanded they be appre-
hended. “There are many videos
of stone pelting and other inci-
dents of vandalism. We are con-
ducting a fair and neutral investi-
gation, and the government is
also of the view that strong action
should be taken against those
responsible for the violence,” said
Malik Gujarat Police filed a case
on Sunday night and booked the
two arrested men under a slew of
sections of the IPC.

Tarun Duggal, Ahmedabad
deputy commissioner of police
(zone 7), said, “The police have
arrested two Ahmedabad resi-
dents, Hitesh Mewada and Bharat
Patel, and booked them under

multiple IPC sections, including .

143 (unlawful assembly), 147 (riot-
ing) and 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), among others.” Gujarat
home minister Harsh Sanghavi
convened an urgent meeting with
senior officials on Sunday after-
noon, including the state’s
director general of police (DGP)
and the joint commissioner of
police (JCP). Sanghavi did not
respond to phone calls seeking his
comments on the matter.
Meanwhile, external affairs
ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal in a post on X said the
Gujarat government is taking
strict action against the perpetra-

tors.“State government is taking
strict action against the perpetra-
tors,” he said. He said the external
affairs ministry is in touch with
the Gujarat government over the
matter.The attack also triggered a
political storm.

Hyderabad MP and All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
chief Asaduddin Owaisi criticised
the incident, questioning whether
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and home minister Amit Shah
will intervene.

“What a shame.Your devotion

& religious slogans only come out _

when Muslims peacefully prac-
tice their religion... What is this, if
not mass radicalisation? This is
the home state of @ AmitShah &
@narendramodi, will they inter-
vene to send a strong message?...”
Owaisi said on X.

Reacting to the incident, Guj-
arat Congress spokesperson Man-
ish Doshi said it was the failure of
law and order by the ruling BJP
government in Gujarat. “It’s elec-
tion time and the ruling BJP
wants to divert from the real
issues of the people and hence
they are allowing communal for-
ces to take over,” alleged Doshi.

Gujarat BJP spokesperson
Yamal Vyas said the government
has taken swift action and already
put two people behind bars who
were responsible for the incident.

“The government will leave no
stone unturned to ensure that
peace and order is maintained.

All culprits behind the incident |

will be punished,” said Vyas. t )
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Selvam Jesiah

ost-COVID, new

methods of

teaching and
. learning  have
opened up in India. Online
education using appropriate
technology has come to stay,
though there are operational
challenges with regard to
mindsets of teachers and
students and the prepared-
ness in terms of resources,
systems and technology.
While changes and reforms
being made in the teaching-
learning process, efforts are
also being made to facilitate
learning through designing
and implementing suitable
assessments.

One such method that in-
stitutions and educators are
exploring is open-book as-
sessment in the conviction
that it will be stress-free and
serve the purpose of testing
critical thinking and applica-
tion. The All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE), in its Examination
Reform Policy of November
2018, advocated for the
adoption of open-book ex-
ams in higher education in-
stitutions (HEIS) to test high-
er order thinking skills such
as application, analysis, and
evaluation, as indicated in
Bloom’s Taxonomy, and
eventually help students im-
prove their creative ability
and innovative skills while
learning.

Context and relevance

Open-book exam is a well-
proven  procedure  that
evokes learning most con-
structively, and allows stu-
dents 10 use multiple re-
sources 1o achieve the

desired level of proficiency

HINDU, 18 MARCH 2024 I

Not that easy

at a reduced level of stress
and anxiety. This inculcates
ownership of learning and
eventually promotes stu-
dents’ thinking rather than
memorising. Furthermore,
it provides increased oppor-
tunities for self-awareness
and self-evaluation, and pre-
pares students for life by fa-
cilitating practice opportuni-
ties where all cognitive
domains of Bloom’s Taxono-
my can be integrated into
problem-solving similar to
those encountered in real
situations.

=

But it is essential that
both teachers and students
understand what an open-
book assessment entails.
Here, the questions are
framed so that the students
cannot simply refer to their
study material and pick out
answers. Instead, they are
required to process the avail-
able information, interpret
and draw inferences, and
write their responses based
on their understanding of
the concepts. This cannot be
achieved on the spot but re-
quires thorough preparation

Alook at the benefits of and
challenges in adopting an
open-book exam pattern

in institutions of
higher education

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO |

over time. Students have to
work hard and prepare in
such a way that they not on-
ly develop a thorough un-
derstanding of the concepts
but can also critically ana-
lyse it and apply the learning
in a different context.

Challenges

Orienting, training, and pre-
paring teachers for the con-
duct of open-book examina-
tions are a challenge for
HEIs. Designing the question
paper can be difficult and
time consuming as ques-

Y
<

tions need to assess the skills
of inferring ideas, applica-
tion of knowledge, and com-
prehension and critical
thinking skills. This requires
a mindset change to make
the procedure effectve.
Teachers should know
that an open-book examina-
tion works better when
answers cannot be readih
extracted from materials,
text, and reference books
during the test. Students
should not have a false per-
ception that such a test will
be easy and that they will be
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N()TI BY ROTE

Open book testing requires innova%e assessment, novel teaching methods

AMEETA MULLA WATTAL

TODAY, MILLIONS OF students in India are
trying to cram as much information as pos-
sible with the board examinations going on.
They are reading off flash cards, memorising
key events and formulae that might crop up
during the exams. But what if none of this
was necessary?

The National Education Policy 2020 has
recommended implementing various modes
of exams for the benefit of students. This has
created a renewed interest in open book ex-
aminations among policymakers, national
and state boards. The CBSE has decided to con-
ducta comprehensive study as a pilot for stu-
dents from classes 9 to 12 to assess the viabil-
ity ofimplementing OBE in the context of the
Indian educational framework. This experi-
mentwill be conducted in select CBSE schools.

From the time that NEP was released, var-
ious initiatives have been carried out to assess
differentaspects of student learning to trans-
form the culture of assessment. The highlights
include a focus on core concepts, high-order
and foundational skills, self and peer assess-
ment and case-based questions.

With the emphasis on 21st-century skills
of critical and creative thinking, some educa-
tional experts suggest open-book exams,
which will assess how students apply their
knowledge to real-life problems instead of
what they have memorised. Currently, the
secondary and board exams are using up valu-
able time for learning with excessive coach-
ing and preparation. This forces students to
learn a narrow band of content in a single

To create child-centric
evaluation systems, open
book exams require national
boards and teachers to be
creative not only in designing
innovative assessments, but
also in using novel methods
in classroom transactions.
OBE helps to assess learner
readiness, apply course
content to given scenarios,
analyse case studies and
connect content with
real-world situations.

stream. To encourage holistic development,
discouraging coaching culture and rote learn-
ing for exam preparation is essential. Whether
it is a board examination made easier or an
open book exam, it should primarily test the
core capacitiesand competencies of students
rather than content memorisation.

To create child-centricevaluation systems,
open book exams require national boards and
teachers to be creative not only in designing
innovative assessments, but also in using
novel methods in classroom transactions. OBE
helps toassess learner readiness, apply course
content to given scenarios, analyse case stud-
ies and connect content with real-world sit-
uations. They allow questions where skills de-
termine the appropriate application. The
ability to apply knowledge is overlooked in
the current system. OBEs are often harder than
regular exams. Students need to understand
the material, apply themselves, analyse and
synthesise information in a given timeline.

This method of demonstrating knowledge
is far more challenging than putting down
memorised facts. Its success depends essen-
tially on the quality of teaching. These exams
are hard to design, and the making of guide-
lines is less predictable because they assess a
more open range of answers.

Teachers require the necessary skills to de-
sign and implement student-centred learn-
ing activities in the classroom along with
keeping pace with new pedagogies that move
from rote to experiential learning.

This examination will succeed if the

mindset of school education along with
teacher training is transformed from founda-
tional years upwards. A top-down approach
to questioning without setting a learning con-
text from childhood will be a challenge. In or-
der to bring in OBE, teachers need to be open
to new ideas, sift information from relevant
data, be technologically enabled, flexible and
enrich learners through experiences which
are life-ready. The reality is that exams today
are at odds with the focus on problem-solv-
ing and critical and creative thinking. The best
exam would probably be that where a stu-
dent is given information and the opportu-
nity to develop planning, organisation and
collaborative skills.

Education and schools stand at a cross-
roads. In many pockets, the promises of fair-
ness, equity and social mobility have not been
kept. With the coming in of the NEP, we can
engage everyone ina system which will com-
bine value and equity. Teachers should be en-
cquraged to create innovative platforms that
discover value-creating ideas through digital
transformation, design and deliver compe-
tency-based learning and foster reflective dis-
course in classrooms. Assessments, guidance
and measurement strategies need to be ap-
plied to effectively monitor and guide students
throughout their school journey. Perhaps, then
OBE may become a reality.

 Thewriter s chairperson and executive
director education, innovations and training,
DLF schools G;Id scholarship programmes
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‘College students gr

ARCHANA JYOTI ®
NEW DELHI

As the phenomenon of
‘nomophobia’ has gained
traction globally, a study by
AIIMS Patna, Delhi and
Odisha has found that college
students in India too are no
exception to this disturbing
trend, a  psychological
condition where people have
a situational phobia of being
detached from mobile phone
connectivity.

The doctors included Dr
Rajeev Ranjan, Associate
Professor (Psychiatry) from
AIIMS Patna, Dr Yatan Pal
Singh Balhara, Additional
Professor of Psychiatry at
AIIMS, Delhi and Biswa
Ranjan  Mishra, AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar who delved into

the depths of this alarming
prevalence and associated

behaviours such as
compulsive smartphone use
for  entertainment  and

seeking validation through

social media likes.
Students aged 18 to 24 from

diverse regions were assessed,

IPIONEER, 18 MARCH 2024

comprehensive

using a
questionnaire comprising 20
items across four domains-
communication,

connectedness, access to
information, and phone usage
limitations.

The doctors
evaluated  the

extensively
students’

smartphone habits for the
study  “Nomophobia in
College Students:
Recognition and challenges”
Among the key findings were
six overarching themes that
characterised nomophobic

behaviours  among  the
students.

These  included  digital
obsession, compulsion,
approval motivation, well-
being, and insight. The

doctors found that students
exhibited a strong attachment
to their smartphones, often
resorting to frequent phone-
checking and extended usage
periods for entertainment
purposes, said the study.

Furthermore, it revealed that
social media interactions,
such as receiving ‘likes’ and
comments, played a

significant role in providing
emotional validation for the
students.

Many  participants  also
admitted to using their
smartphones as a means of
escaping from the pressures
of reality, further
exacerbating their
dependency on these devices.
Checking the phone every
few minutes, and using it for
long hours for entertainment
were the most common traits.
For many, the phone was a
constant companion to which
they were strongly attached.
‘Likes’ or comments on social
media gave them a false sense
of security and emotional
validation. For some, the
smartphone served as a
means of escape trom reality.
%id\g Continued on Page 2 I

apple with mobile dependency
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College students grapple...

From Page 1

They went to great lengths to be connected, buying phones
~with long battery life and data connectivity. Some used phones
for educational purposes such as preparing for seminars,
enhancing knowledge, attending online classes and webinars.
Besides growing awareness regarding content creation for
economic gains, online trading in share markets and so on
were found to be attractive, added the study.
However, what was more worrying was that, as the doctors
noted that despite acknowledging the negative impacts of
excessive smartphone use on their health and personal lives, a
significant number of students found it challenging to break

free from their phones grasp.  g;ol\%
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Can’t beat it? Embrace it: Schools

Mohua Das & Hemali Chhapia

plain certain terms and ac-
tions mentioned in their work

in Mumbai transform Al into ally

"\, a sunny Jan morning,
‘uniformed kids—from
/ preschoolers to high
schoolers—from around 50
schools in Mumbai, streamed
into St Willibrord High School
in Nalasopara, making their
way into classrooms that had
transformed into AI wonder-
lands. Instead of textbooks and
whiteboards, they were greeted
by screens and questions about
‘How do self-driving cars use Al
to navigate through traffic? or
‘How is Alimpacting jobs?’

One of the hotspots was the
‘ChatGPT room’ where stu-
dents as well as parents and
teachers tried their hand at
promptcraftingtotackleevery-
day scenarios using ChatGPT-
—whether it was a doctor try-
ingto organise a medics roster,
a teacher struggling with dia-
logue for sports day, a parent
stuck onscriptingfora cooking
channel on YouTube, or gami-
fyingasubject for better under-
standing. It marked the incep-
tion of ‘PadhAT’.

The first of its kind two-
day Al expo, that blended the
Hindi term padhai (studies)
with AI (artificial intelli-
gence), showcased over 50 Al
tools and apps, all tailored for
students and led by students
themselves. It offered vis-
itors, including teachers and
parents, a taste of Gen AL

For Willibrord George,
chairman of St Willibrord
group of schools and the mind
behind PadhAl, it was about
debunking the vilification of
Al asadisruptor. “We designed
the event as a positive first con-
tact with Gen Al tools. Human-
machine integration can lever-
age knowledge and the expo al-
lowed everyone to see Al more
asanally thana threat.”

When ChatGPT strutted in-

{o our lives in 2022, educators
got a bit jittery. The worry was
that this shiny new Al marvel-

_capable of spitting out writ-
ten material on just about any-
thing in a flash—might lead to
moreplagiarised content, mess
with learning, and make old-
school assignments obsolete.
Yet, most schools and colleges
now reckon it’s too Jate to shoo

LEd

When ChatGPT strutted into our lives in 2022, educators got a bit jittery.

Pro ol

Now, .scho_ols are opting to groom students on how to use Al tools as a
learning aid and work alongside it, responsibly

away this uninvited guest. In-
stead, they are opting to groom
students on how to use Al tools
as a learning aid and work
alongside it, responsibly.

“The tide of AI tools will
usher in the next big shift in
classroom teaching and learn-
ing. There’s so much for us to
do as educators. Else, we risk
becoming irrelevant to our
learners. If children are using
Al tools for their assessment,
let us then change the way we
assess our learners, if we wish
to survive as a system,” says
Francis Joseph, executive di-
rector (India), GEMS Educa-
tion, one of the world’s largest
private school operators.

At RN Podar School, aca-
demics are bullish on these
new tech tools boosting both
productivity and learning.
Avnita Bir, the school’s direc-
tor-principal, sees it as more
than just a shortcut. “Stu-
dents use ChatGPT and other
generative Al tools for better
comprehension of concepts.
It’s like having a personal tu-
tor hand-holding them to the
solution, rather than fetching

them the final answer,” she
says, foreseeing a future with
less relianceon private tutors.

George, who runs a group

of affordable private schools,
shares the optimism that these
tools could level the playing
field for those without access

to private tutors. To ride this
tech wave, St Willibrord has
crafted their own Al tools de-
signed to aid teachers in sav-
ing time and lesson planning,
while a chatbot for students
turns textbooks into interac-
tive tutors. “We are even inte-
grating it with WhatsApp so
that our students have free ac-
cess to a round-the-clock vir-
tual tuition teacher,” he says.

When it comestogivingstu-
dents freedom with ChatGPT
and other Al tools, Georgesays,
“We  have conversations
around ethics, morals, refer-
encing versus research, inspi-
ration, copying and copyright.
Kids want to do the right thing.
They just need guidance. Hav-
ing these conversations early
helps them understand ethical
conduct from the start.”

At the same time, Bir is
mindful of the fine line be-
tween using tech wisely and
slipping into misuse. “One has
tolearn to ask better questions
to tailor these Al models and
create guardrails. Since the
technology is still evolving,
there can be errors and misin-
terpretations, especially ip
subjects likemaths.”

Initially when the chatbot
craze hit, schools managed tq
nip itinthebud. “Submissions
usually follow a discussion on
the content that the student
has shared. The inability to ex-

were the biggest 'red flags,”
says Ananta Prasad, senior
teacher at BD Somani Interna-
tional School, recounting how
the institution swiftly setrules
for ChatGPT use. “We now
showthem how to citesources,
analyse what they find, and
stress on the value of original
ideas. We also integrate les-
sons on digital ethics into our
curriculum,” she explains.

Thisgameof catand mouse
with students trying to out-
smartthesystemisn’tnew. But
now, schools and colleges are
employing an arsenal of pla-
giarism detectors like Turn-
itin, Quillbot, Ouriginal, and
Originality. Al as well as some
nifty strategies to remind stu-
dents that teachers aren’t eas-
ily fooled. “We make them
aware that teachers are well
versed withtheir knowledge of
the content and linguistic pro-
ficiency,” says Prasad. Howev-
er, if a student submits com-
promised work despite warn-
ings, it is considered “academ-
ic misconduct” and scores are
adjusted accordingly.

At Ananta International
University, students must cite
ChatGPT when using it for
writing or research. Faculty
members are trained to iden-
tify Al-generated content
through a two-step process:
“Faculty reviews the content
first and then conducts a pla-
gi.a.rism check to confirm sus-
picions,” explains Ruchie
Kothari, joint director-aca-
demics at Anant Fellowship
where astudent who uses “un:
authorised” AI content faces
consequences based on the
percentage of plagiarised
coptent. “This can include re-
doing assignments or failin
the course,” she adds '8
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principal Neha Jagtian(i:gyreeigi
€ on investing in modern
teachingmethods,

To stay ahead of the curve
Schoo?oimam noternational
ALlab. Prineipa) by ith an
moria exp] o 'I\Iavrlo 2SI

oney Xplains: “This is to
urstudents’ Knowledge

and skills whe

- n iati

Alin the futyre » SEonating
<v|®


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 18 MARCH 2024


- UGC plans to give more time
to the universities that failed
to appoint ombudspersons

Ayushi.Gupta1l
@timesgroup.com

since the UGC made re-
peated reminders and fol-
low-ups with the universities
to appoint ombudspersons.
More than 150 state universi-
ties, nearly 67 private univer-
sities and two deemed to be
universities have failed to ap-
point the ombudsperson. The
defaulters’ list have state uni-
versities from Karnataka (21),
UP (17), West Bengal (16),
Madhya Pradesh (10), Maha-
rashtra (9), Rajasthan (9), Bi-
har (8) and Gujarat (8) among
others that are yet to appoint
ombudspersons. However,
UGC has further pushed the
deadline to appoint ombuds-
persons, instead of taking
punitive actions.

It has been almost a year

In an HEI, an ombudsper-
son’s role is to confidentially
receive complaints about any
inappropriate action.The om-
budsmanis expectedtolisten,
and facilitate resolution for
students. “The declaration of
the list of defaulter universi-
ties on a public platform can
tarnish the reputations of the
universities. UGC hasbeenre-
fraining from taking any strict
action right away, but we plan
to motivate universities by
granting more time to appoint
ombudspersons,” says Pro-
fessor Manish Ratnakar Joshi,
secretary, UGC. “After the im-
plementation of Redressal of
Grievances of Students Regu-
lations, 2023, we have In-
structed the already appoint-
ed ombudspersons to take

proactiveaction to prevent su-

jcidesoncampuses,” he adds.
a3 W IT
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