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Bengal's college admission portal wiening
digital divide, say students from rural areas

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

With its slick and minimal-
ist design, the West Bengal
government’s common
portal for undergraduate
admissions may have been
a boon for urban students
who have typed in their ap-
plications from the com-
fort of home, but appli-
cants from the rural areas,
where the digital infras-
" tructure is skeletal, said
the portal has widened the
digital divide between
students.

Sourav Shaw, an 18-year-
old college aspirant from
Bakrahat, a rural area out-
side Kolkata, said, “I ap-
plied to colleges from a
cyber cafe. No matter how
much I tried, I could not do
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it from my phone. The cy-
bercafe took extra money
to get the work done,” he
said.

Contrastingly, Megha
Mitra, an 18-year-old from
the city, had a smooth ex-
perience. “I got all the in-
formation from news chan-
nels and newspapers.
Then our schools helped,
friends got together to help

b
Though urban students had a smooth sailing, their rural counterparts
said they are at the mercy of cybercafes. DEBASISH BHADURI

each other. It was a hassle-
free process,” she said.

Mr. Shaw said every
time he needs an update
about the admission pro-
cess, he has to cycle 30 mi-
nutes through paddy fields
and approach the internet
cafe. He does not have a
laptop or access to a stable
internet connection in his
village. He said an appli-

cant like him is “at the mer-
cy” of the cybercafe own-
er.

“Even if he enters wrong
information on the portal,
we hardly have any way to
check it. The cafe owner
said once I get admission in
one college, I cannot redo
my application,” Mr. Shaw
said.

A student from a village
in South 24 Parganas said
there has been no “infor-
mation of government hel-
plines and centres”. “I got
admission into a college ve-
ry far away from my home.
This was my fourth prefe-
rence. The cyber cafe own-
er followed a wrong prefe-
rence order while filling up
my form. I am scared I will
lose my preferred course
seat this year,” he said. g



Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDU, 08 AUGUST 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Stamp

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


IHINDU 08 AUGUST 2024 |

Chandrayaan-3 team,
ex-1ISc Director win
top science awards

33 Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar awards will be givén on National Space Day;

13 scientists to get Vigyan Shree award, 18 selected for Viyan Yuva award

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
| I Iment' has  an-
nounced the first

set of Rashtriya Vigyan Pu-
raskar, or national awards
for scientists, ever since it
controversially cut down
the number of such awards
in 2022. Thirty-three of
these awards, slated to be
given on August 23, Nation-
al Space Day to mark Chan-
drayaan-3’s moon landing,
were announced on
Wednesday.

Overhaul of awards

Following the overhaul of
the scientific = awards
scheme, the Ministry of
Science and Technology in
January this year had noti-
fied four -categories of
awards, comprising a max-
imum of 56, for scientists.
These are up to three Vi-
gyan Ratna to recognise
life-time achievements and
contributions made in a gi-
ven field of science and
technology, up to 25 Vi-

gyan Shri to recognise dis- .

tinguished contributions,
up to 25 Vigyan Yuva:
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
award to recognise and en-
courage young scientists

Massive effort: Some members of the jubilant Chandrayaan-3
team with ISRO Chairman S. Somanath. FILE PHOTO

who made an exceptional
contribution, and up to
three Vigyan Team awards
to recognise a team of
three or more scientists/re-
searchers/innovators who
have made an exceptional
contribution working in a
team.

Noted biochemist and
former Director of the In-
dian Institute of Science, G
Padmanabhan, was an-

nounced as the winner of

the Vigyan Ratna. Thirteen
scientists spanning a di-
verse set of fields from
physics, chemistry, mathe-

matics, atomic energy, bio-
logical sciences, earth
sciences were awarded the
Vigyan Shri and 18 scien-
tists were nominated for
the Viyan Yuva.

The Vigyan team award
went to the ISRO’s Chan-
drayaan-3 team. The
awards are expected to be
given at a ceremony on Au-
gust 23 here. The awards
this year were decided by a
nomination process on a
portal maintained by the
Union Home Ministry that
is a repository of a range of
national awards.
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33 name
highest scienc

Govt announces Vigyan awards

AN DATNA
7 VIGYANRATNA ______ T

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The team behind
BIndia’s maiden moon landing
and a pioneering biochemist
were among the 33 scientists
¥ honoured with India’s highest
science awards announced by
the government on Wednesday.
p The science and technology
ministry released a consolidated
list of final awardees of the first-
g ever Vigyan Puruskar. The team
of Chandrayaan-3 mission won
the team award. Biochemist
Govindarajan Padmanabhan,
former director of the Indian
Institute of Science-Bengaluru
and Padma Bhushan laureate,
won the Vigyan Ratna Puraskar,
a lifetime achievement award.
Thirteen scientists won the
Vigyan Shri award and 18 scien-
tists won the Vigyan Yuva-Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar awards.
This is the first national Vig-
yan awards announced by the
government. Till 2023, the
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar award
was India’s top science honour.
It was named after Bhatnagar,a
renowned chemist who was the
first chairman of the University
Grants Commission and the
Council for Scientific and Indus-

trial Research, and in whose

name the awards were instituted
in 1958. Scientists under 45 were
eligible for the SSB award.

This year, the government
consolidated the awards under
the Vigyan Ratna (lifetime
achievement), Vigyan Shri (dis-
tinguished contributions), Vig-
yan Yuva-Shanti Swarup Bhatna-
gar (for young scientists under
45) and Vigyan Team (excep-
tional contribution in a team)
across 13 domains.

This is the first time when
there is no separate list for SSB
awards, which had 12 laureates
in 2023. According to people
familiar with the matter, this
year’s SSB winners are called
Vigyan Yuva awardees and the
pattern is likely to continue.
~ The Vigyan Shri awardees
include astrophysicist Annapur-
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 Prof. Govindarajan Padmanabhan

e

i

dforc

Biological Sciences

""SVWIGYANSHRI _

Agricultural Science

, Dr Anaﬁdhafamaknsiman C
Dr. Avesh Kumar Tyagi Atomic Energy
Prof. Umesh Varshney Biological Sciences
" Prof. Jayant Bhalchandra Udgaonkar Biological Sciences
Prof. Syed Wajih Ahmad Naqvi Earth Science
Prof. Bhim Singh Engineering Sciences
Prof. Adimurthi Adi ‘Mathematics and CSc
Prof. Rahul Mukherjee Mathematics and CSc
Prof. Dr Sanjay Behari Medicine
Prof. Lakshmanan Muthusamy Physics
Prof. Naba Kumar Mondal Physics
Dr. Annapurni Subramaniam Space Science and Tech
Prof. Rohit Srivastava Technology and Innovation
Dr. Krishna Murthy S L Agriculty!'al §ciep_c'eb
e U VIGYANYUVA g s
Dr. Swarup Kumar Parida Agricultural Science
Prof. Radhakrishnan Mahalakshmi Biological Sciences
Prof. Aravind Penmatsa Biological Sciences
Prof. Vivek Polshettiwar Chemistry
Prof. Vishal Rai , Chemistry
Dr. Roxy Mathew Koll [ Earth Science
Dr. Abhilash — Engineering Sciences
Dr. Radha Krishna Ganti réw} Engineering Sciences
Dr. Purabi Saikia fedod Environmental Science
II: ; :ah:p:\::Il:'Ramesh Kakde “ | I\ ; 1 ‘ :;‘::I:ZL'::II:tsa;:;i:ls‘:e
P:f: Jitaendra Kumar Sahu ‘ é : : : ; Medicine
Dr. Pragya Dhruv Yadav e | " | Medicine
Prof, Urbasi Sinha £ 7| Physics
Dr. Digendranath Swain P 1 /‘f' / Space Science and Tech
Dr. Prashant Kumar 1 { | “} Space Science and Techy
Prof. Prabhu Rajagopal 'ﬂ - = Technology and Innovation

R
|

) ISRO - Team'(:ii‘ahnaréyalan 3

ini Subramanian in space sci-
ence, agriculture scientist Anan-
dharamakrishnan C in agricul-
ture, Avesh Kumar Tyagi in
atomic energy, Umesh Varshney
and Jayant Bhalchandra Udga-
onkar in biological sciences,
Syed Wajih Ahmad Naqvi in
earth sciences, Bhim Singh in
engineering sciences, Adimurthi
Adi and Rahul Mukherjee in
mathematics and computer sci-
ence, Sanjay Behari in medicine,
Lakshmanan Muthusamy and

VIGYANTEAME i

Space Scienceand Tech

Naba Kumar Mondal in physics
and Rohit Srivastava in technol-
ogy and innovation.

“Extremely happy and hum-
bled to be selected for the Rash-
triya Vigyan Puraskar — Vigyan
Shri 2024. I thank my teachers,
my students, peers and collabo-
rators — all played a big role in
my scientific pursuit. Big support
from family!” Subramanian, the
director of the Indian Institute of
Astrophysics, posted on X.

The Vigyan Yuva awardees

ountry's
e honour

include Krishna Murthy S Land
Swarup Kumar Parida in agri-
culture, Radhakrishnan Mahal-
akshmi and Aravind Penmatsa
in biological sciences, Vivek Pol-
shettiwar and Vishal Rai in
chemistry, Roxy Mathew Koll in
earth sciences, Abhilash and
Radha Krishna Ganti in engi-
neering sciences, Purabi Saikia
and Bappi Paul in environmental
science, Mahesh Ramesh Kakde
in mathematics and computer
science, Jitendra Kumar Sahu
and Pragya Dhruv Yadav in med-
icine, Urbasi Sinha in physics,
Digendranath Swain and Pra-
shant Kumar in space science,
and Prabhu Rajagopal in tech-
nology and innovation.

Virologist Pragya Yadav, a
senior scientist at the Indian
Council of Medical Research’s
(ICMR) National Institute of

Virology in Pune, is the first win-
ner from the country’s apex bio-
medical research regulator.

Sahu, a paediatric neurologist
at PGIMER Chandigarh, was
instrumental in starting a paedi-
atric epilepsy fellowship at the
institute.

In agriculture, Krishnamur-
thy is a senior scientist at Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research’s Indian Institute of
Rice Research, and specialises in
plant breeding.

In biological science, Mahal-
akshmi is professor and India
Alliance Fellow at Indian Insti-
tute of Science Education and
Research, Bhopal, whose
research interests include Mem-
brane Protein Biophysics, Pro-
tein Biochemistry, Neurodegen-
eration and Cancer.

Penmatsa is a professor in the
Indian Institute of Science-Cen-
tre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology. He specialises in
research on structural biology of
integral membrane proteins.

In earth sciences, Koll was
honoured. *] am overwhelmed,”
Koll said on X.

President Droupadi Murmu is
expected to confer the awards on

August 23, the National Space
Day, news agency );{ ,{jeported.

> .
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PREAMBLE NOT
DROPPED FROM
TEXTBOOKS: GOVT

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment on Wednesday denied the
Opposition’s charge that the Pre-
amble to the Constitution had
been dropped from the new
NCERT textbooks of class 6, with
education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan saying it is still part of
the textbooks.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha,
Pradhan said the allegation lev-
elled by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and Congress chief Malli-
karJun Kharge was incorrect.

“The Leader of Opposition
(LoP) raised some issues regard-
ing NCERT books... he alleged
that the Preamble which was
included in the textbooks had
been removed from the Class 6
book. The new books of NCERT
for Class 6 have the Preamble,
fundamental duties, fundamen-
tal rights and the national
anthem,” Pradhan said.

Earlier, Kharge during Zero
Hour alleged that the Preamble
had been dropped from certain
NCERT textbooks, calling it “an
attempt to impose communal
ideology” in the country.

“RSS and BJP are trying to
impose their communal ideol-
ogy on people by tampering with
the curriculum,” the Congress
president alleged.

Leader of the House and
Union health minister JP Nadda
said no one was more commit-
ted to protecting the Constitu-
tion than the BJP under the lead-
ership of Prime Mii ipister Naren-

W dra Modi. N /
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Disproportionate
student admissions
On pretext of NEP, no
action by UGC: Panel

7

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

ON THE pretext of pursuing
New Education Policy (NEP)
2020, many educational insti-
tutions are “disproportionately
admitting students, even be-
yond the prescribed limit,” and
no action has been taken by the
University Grants Commission
(UGQO), observed M
Thambidurai, Chairman of the
Committee on Government
Assurances, Rajya Sabha.

The 78th report of the com-
mittee — presented to Rajya
Sabha Wednesday — observed
that this has given rise to a mo-
nopoly in the education ecosys-
tem by some big educational in-
stitutions while smaller
institutions struggle to find stu-
dents to fill vacant seats, and
their infrastructure and re-
sources remain idle.

This could discourage open-
ing up of new educational insti-
tutions and defeat the purpose
of revamping the educational
system as envisaged in the New
Education Policy 2020, it noted,
adding that the UGC should take
stern action ‘against big educa-
tional institutions mdéltliglegg in

onopolistic practices .
SUC%I;; mat[:)tgr of disproportion-
ate admission was raised e
Education Mini : r
peared before the Comméti;ege 2(5)_
a presentation ona pelrmlan gesto

urance pertaininglocls B
)  of higher educati
the system of higner =
+ ional education.
and vocation ¢ Higher
The Department had re-
Education secretgry pa—
he committee t©0
quested £
e

sider dropping the assurance
but the Committee did not ac-
cede toit.

The assurance pertained to a
question in the Rajya Sabha on
whether the government pro-
poses to bring in changes to the
present system of higher educa-
tionand vocational education by
introducing more practical
learning to make it more em-
ployment-oriented, and the de-
tails of the steps taken.

The response to the question
in2020 had said that the govern-
ment is in the process of formu-
lating and finalising a new NEP.

The Department of Higher
Education secretary stated be-
fore the committee that the NEP
2020 lays out clear guidelines
and a road map for adoption of
vocational education and prac-
tical training in the regular aca-
demic curriculum.

On this, Thambidurai ob-
served that “students are not so
eager to join vocational courses
being offered as they find such
courses inferior and probably do
not foresee getting dignified and
lucrative employment after
completion of such courses”.

“This is evident as a large
number of seats for various vo-
cational and professional
courses remain vacant because
of various reasons, such as high
fee structure for such courses,
relatively longer career path, lack
of lucrative employment oppor-
tunities after completing such
courses etc.”

The committee noted the
country needs to develop a
“well-coordinated and robust
system of imparting vocational

training”- A &
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Generation of

Fbroken drezg

Coaching centre tragedy must make us question the values we are teaching children

IN GOOD FAITH = BY AVIJIT PATHAK

FINALLY, THE SUPREME Court had to inter-
vene and remind us that coaching centres in
India are becoming like “death chambers".
This is not surprising. If you keep your eyes
open, you can see the way the coaching in-
dustry has been allowed to colonise the do-
main of education, cripple the imagination
of young students and their parents, and
make them pathetically dependent on al-
most every rite of passage: From standard-
ised tests like NEET/JEE/ NET/ CUET to UPSC
civil services exams. Moreover, the neurotic
ratrace for select careers and job opportuni-
ties, and the mythologies of “success” these
coaching centres sell through the brand value
of their “star” strategists, or well-packaged
“success manuals” accelerate the growth of
this lucrative business.

However, it is impossible not to notice the
inevitable consequences of this pathology —
the tales of broken dreams, the innumerable
narratives of “failure” amid a handful of
much-advertised “success stories”. Indeed,
as our youngsters are compelled to run after
some sort of mythical success, they find
themselves mentally exhausted and aesthet-
1cally/sp1ntually impoverished. And this so-
cietal neurosis manifests itself in the growing
suicide rate and/or psychic depression
among young students.

The real question is: How can we save our
young students from these “death cham-
bers"? It is an exceedingly difficult task be-
cause over the years we have created a gen-
eration that confuses education with what
the coaching centres popularise — learning
the war strategy for “cracking” the MCQ-cen-
tric standardised tests. What matters, as this
generation and their ambitious/anxiety-rid-
den parents think, is the “technique” of in-
stant “success” rather than the joy of learn-
ing and understanding the world through
the creative interplay of brain and heart, sci-
ence and poetry, theory and practice, or tech-
nology and philosophy. Yet, these difficulties
notwithstanding, some of us who still be-
lieve in the efficacy of libertarian education
must come forward, raise our voices, and ini-
tiate amovement for saving education from
the coaching industry, or these “death cham-
bers”. In this context, let me suggest three
steps we need to take urgently.

First, let us assert the forgotten truth: The -

real goal of education is not to prepare our
children for tests and exams; instead, the
purpose of education is to prepare our chil-
dren for life or to equip them with the kind of
sensitivity and intelligence they need to pri-
oritise love over hatred, peace over war, or
for that matter, cooperation over hyper-com-

petitiveness. A world tormented by xeno-
phobic nationalism, climate emergencies
and market fundamentalism needs the heal-
ing touch of libertarian education.

Sadly, the prevalent practice of instru-
mental education, and the resultant quan-
tification of “merit”, “intelligence” and “suc-
cess” through the never-ending and hugely
problematic standardised tests are causing
acute aggression and psychic nervousness
among the youth. As coaching centres fur-
ther strengthen this destructive urge, it is
high time we began to converse with the
likes of Rabindranath Tagore and Jiddu
Krishnamurti, or Paulo Freire and bell hooks,
and initiate a movement for saving educa-
tion from this demonic industry and associ-
ated social Darwinism.

Second, it is important to urge students
and parents to sharpen their critical think-
ing, expand their mental/political horizons,
and raise their voices against the organised
assault on meaningful and life-affirming
education. Why is it that our government
schools and public universities have been
systematically destroyed? And why is it that
even the children of primary schools have to
be sent to tutorial homes and coaching cen-
tres to learn elementary mathematics and
English grammar? Or, for that matter, why

is it that our university graduates need
coaching centres for sharpening their
knowledge of general studies, or, for that
matter, history and sociology for civil
services exams?

Possibly, this sort of pathetic dependence
on coaching centres indicates the fall of
schools and universities as sites of rigorous
learning or creative and critical thinking. It
is, therefore, important to initiate a move-
ment for generating an awareness of this on-
slaught on education. We must pressurise
the state to take public education seriously.

Third, we ought to restore the deeper
meaning of studentship. A student is not an
“examwarrior”. A student is not a resource to
be shaped and modulated for the neoliberal
techno-economic empire; nor is she/he a
commodity with a price tag. Instead, let some
of us acquire the courage to say that the
meaning of being astudentis to be a life-long
wanderer or a seeker. Studentship is about
learning and unlearning; it is about asking
critical questions, and striving for a new
world filled with love and compassion.

Are we ready for this movement to save
education from the gigantic growth of
“deathchambers? g /“

Pathak writes on culture and education
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FILES POLICE COMPLAINT

NBEMS junks claims of NEET-PG
question leak by ‘unscrupulous agents’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Board of Examinations in
Medical Sciences on Wednes-
day dismissed claims of some
“unscrupulous agents” that
they have access to the 2024
NEET-PG exam questions,
and said it has filed a police
complaint.

In a notice, the board said
the false claims have been made
on a Telegram channel called
“NEET-PG LEAKED MATE-
RIAL. The question paper is yet
to be prepared by the National
Board of Examinations in Med-
ical Sciences (NBEMS), it said.

It asked NEET-PG candi-
dates not get allured or misled
by such “unscrupulous ele-
ments” who are trying to befool
them by claiming to have access
to questions of the upcoming
2024 National Eligibility cum

Entrance Test (Postgraduate).
“All candidates are assured
= that the question papers for

» In a notice, the board said the false claims have been made on a
Telegram channel called ‘NEET-PG LEAKED MATERIAL

» ‘It has come to the nofice of the NBEMS that some “unscrupulous

agents” are making false and bogus claims through the Telegram Mes-
senger platform’

» The NBEMS said it has already registered a police complaint against
such fraudsters and their accomplices for their attempt to befool NEET-
PG aspirants in the name of providing questions in exchange of money

» Union health ministry said some media reports which are highlighting
social media posts alleging possible paper leak of the NEET PG 2024

Students hold pracards during a protest

examination are false and misleading

NEET-PG 2024 are yet to be
prepared by the NBEMS and
claims of paper leak made in
social media platforms are
bogus;” it said in the notice.

It has come to the notice of
the NBEMS that some “unscru-
pulous agents” are making false
and bogus claims through the
Telegram Messenger platform,
the board said.

The cozeners are claim-

ing to provide questions for
the upcoming examination in
exchange for a considerable
amount of money, the notice
said.

The NBEMS said it has
already registered a police com-
plaint against such fraudsters
and their accomplices for their
attempt to befool NEET-PG
aspirants in the name of pro-
viding questions in exchange

of money.

In a statement, the Union
health ministry said some
media reports which are high-
lighting social media posts
alleging possible paper leak of
the NEET PG 2024 examina-
tion are false and misleading.

“It is further advised that
direct or indirect indulgence
of anyone in any of such activ-
ities or publishing/spreading

rumours without verifying
the facts shall be appropriately
dealt with by NBEMS,” the
notice said.

In case candidates are
approached by people prom-
ising to provide question
papers for NBEMS examina-
tions, it can be reported on the
board’s communication web
portal or to police for further

investigation. g X y
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