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the conventions of
devotion
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For the Adivasis in

Madhya Pradesh,

it's about Jal, Jungle,

Jameen
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While the opposition
has constituencY-
specific strategies
in Assam, the BJP

hopes to sweep the

state riding on PM

Modi and CM Himanta

Biswa Sarma
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The resurgence of swords reinforces

Hindutva's fondness for RajPut
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The evolution from devotional

egalitarianism to social justice
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"lnstalling Democracy"
is part of a series of
watercolour paintings,
created almost daily,
during the run-up to
the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections in lndia.
These paintings also
document the most
significant election
year in human history,
which will seal the fate
of millions of people
worldwide, not only
shaping geopolitics,
but also the very nature
of democratic rights for
years to come.
The question is: when
the dust settles, where
will we be? Far better
or worse?

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Varunika Saraf is an
artist and art historian
based in Hyderabad.
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Heat wave, voter
apathy and cyclic
migration are blamed

for the poor voter
turnout in Bihar
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Tensions are brewing
in the BJP's gateway

to the south
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Two-time MP

from Varanasi,

Narendra Modi,

is sculpting the
eternal city in

his image
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Congress guarantees
have eaten into other
development schemes
B.Y. Viiayendra, Karnataka
BIP president

Patience and calmness are the
hallmarks of Gukesh's game

Greatest accomplishment
byanyof the current
Indian talents
ViswanathanAnand,
five-time world champion

IE

Wantlndia
to be in top
r0 by2032
Olympics
P.T. Usha,
president
IndianOlympic
Associaflon

Ettitil':rr
A temple in Karnataka has placed
leaders of the independence
stuggle alongside divinity

THE TilIEEK-Iaslok Hospital reader
awareness seminar on Parkinson's
disease stressed the need to
personalise treatrent

COLUMNS

P{}WERIIBIVE
R. Prasannan

seHre0-HsT!(}n
Anuja Chauhan

SGI'HII BITE

Anita Pratap

CHIC I'EAO}IET

Namrata Zakaria

E[ usr tluoRu
Shashi Tharoor

The BJP/RSS
idea of a Hindu
Rashtra is the
mirrorimage of
Pakistan-a state
with a dominant
majority religion
that seeks to put

29

62

its minorities in a
subordinate place70
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In his newbook, Knife-Meditations
After an Attempted Murden Salman
Rushdie's pen is mightier
than the knife

In my own memory,
strangely, there's no
record ofpain

Amal Allana's biography of her
father, Ebrahim Alkazi, is as

much personal as it is historical
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Mvfieht is with Narendra
rubailuatrua Moitra,
Trinamool Congress candidate,
Krishnanagar

Trinamool must studY history
before questioning mY

ancestoist BJP's Amrita RoY

AAP-Congress alliance not
a challen[e for us: Bansuri
Swaraj, BJP candidate,
NewDelhi

If BIP eets a third term, there will
be no lemocracY left: Somnath
Bharti, AAP candidate,
NewDe1hi

32

Congress's north-south
nam6 can divide the country:
Easavarai Bommai, former
Karnataka chief minister

l8

28

ffi34
Assam Rifles not trained
to guard bordersl need

separate force for ManiPur
border: N. Biren Singh'
chief ministe4 ManiPur

The Union home ministry is looking at a holistic

approach to enhance security, both along the

border and internallY
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Plagued bY corruPtion
alleeations and desertions,
K. Clhandrashekar Rao's
Bharat Rashtra Samithi seems
to be on the verge of collaPse

DIVIDES
May 3 marks a year of ethnic clashes in Manipur' People

ut. no* living in islands of peace that exist.between the

vaitey-naseO-Ueiteis and the hill-based Kukis' But it is not

iusiifre violence that is worrying. An u.nfenced bordet

iising intlux of illegal immigrants and the war in Myanmar
-are alding to lndia's security nightmares

A range of contentious issues has raised

iit" idtofogical and political stakes of the

fii""-o"iBlP battie to the highestlevel
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Tejas Thackeray, younger
son of former Maharashtra
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray, on his passion
for wildlife conservation and
photography
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Shobhaa De
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Namrata Zakaria

LEISURE

Inmanyparts of the
world, unique names are
becomingpopular. So,
rfrrlxat's reatrly in a n*me?

Bilateral trade
betweentheUAE
andIndiahas
grovtm almost 16
per centyear-on-
year, touching

$84.5 billion: UAE
ambassador to India
Abdulnasser Alshaali
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D. Gukesh

v
The teenager became the
youngest to win the Candidates and

earn the right to challenge

reigning World champion, Ding Liren.
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Disclaimer: Readers are requested to veriff & make
appropriate enquiries to satisry themselves about the
veracity of an advertisement before responding to any
published in this magazine.
THG PUBLISHING PW LTD., the Publisher & Owner of
this magazine, does not vouch for the authenticity of
any advertisement or advertiser or for any ofthe
advertisefs products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this magazine/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any
claims and/or damages for advertisements in this
magazine.
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