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(Left) Donyi-Polo-Tanif
Tibeto Burman tribes-
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
The symbol of Donyi-Polo, an
animistic indigenous religion
followed by Tani and other
Tibeto-Burmese tribes in
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam.

(Centre) Sanamahism-
Meiteis-Manipur

The symbol of Sanamahism,
an indigenous, pre-Hindu
religion of ethnic Meitei people
before Hinduism became

the official religion of the
kingdom of Manipur.

(Right) Sarnaism-lharkhand
The symbaol of Sarnaism, the
indigenaous religion followed

by several tribal groups based
on nature worship that revers
mountains, forests and wildlife
as divine and considers Jal
Jungle Jameen' sacred,

06 | THE FUTURE OF
ADIVASIS IN INDIA
Attempts are being
made to take away
privileges of tribals
and to bring them
into the Hindu fold

Electoral Bonds:
Shaken and Stirmd

26 | THE NORTHEAST
CULTURE CONFLICT

A network of Hindutva
organisations is
waorking hard to
influence tribal reform

54 | ELECTORAL BONDS
Publication of donor details
may embarrass both the BJP

as well as some regional parties

60 | TRIBAL CLOTHING

Every embellishment, weave and
motif has a special meaning to
the tribal community

34 | THE ADIVASI
WAY OF LIFE

The tribals draw
strength from their
collectivity, mutual
love and trust,
movement in the region and love of nature

40 | TRIBAL TURMOIL
IN THE SOUTH
Tribals in the Andhra-
Telangana region
continue to lose their
homelands and grip
over their rights
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Erom gendered ageism to unreal beauty standards,
womenface an uphill battle against such oppression
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ON THE COVER:
Painter and sculptor Bharti Kher's

| Six Women is a series of life-sized,

sitting female sculptures, cast from
real women in her New Delhi studio.
Kher sees the body as a literal and
metapharical site for the construction

| ofideas around gender, mythology

and narrative. In the mid-2000s, she
began to create a series of strangely
beautiful, but quietly grotesque, hybrid

' figurative sculptures of women that

fused human and animal body parts. Kher described them as
“mythical urban goddesses, creatures who came out of the

construction of the idea
she is the goddess, the

af femininity or the idea of womanhood...
housewife, the mother, the whare, the

mistress, the lover, the sister... everything". The vulnerability

of the women stems anlyin part from their nakedness; Kher's
sitters were sex workers, paid by the artist to sit for her, in a self-
conscious transaction of money and bodily experience.

(Phato Courtesy: Frédérique Ménard-Aubin)

24 | THE CURSE OF
BEING BEAUTIFUL
It can be a threat.
It can be almost
impossible to

find work, no matte
how good your
portfolio is

72 | 'OLD' GODDESSES
Despite gaunt bodies,
sagging breasts and
stomachs, goddesses
present us with

T powerful images of
old women

OVERLAP

A Streng ‘Sandeal’ for the THC

84 | MESSAGE FROM
SANDESHKHALI

The Trinamool Congress battles
corruption charges in West Bengal

88 | REDISCOVERING LANGUAGE
A writer's journey about
translating her father's biography

of singing legend Usha Uthup

FORM IV {See rule 8) —|
OUTLOOK
1. Place of Publication ¢ New Delhi
2. Periodicity of Publication : Once in every 10 days
3. Printer's Name < Indranil Roy
Whether Citizen of India? : Yes
(if foreigner, state the  : Not Applicable
cauntry of origin}
Address : AB-10, Safdarjung Enclave,
New Delhi-110029.
4. Publishers Name : Indranil Roy
Whether Citizen of Indla? - Yes
(If foreigner, statethe  : Not Applicable
country of origin)
Address : AB-10, Safdarjung Enclave,
Mew Delhi-110029.
5, Editor's Name : Chinki Sinha
Whether Citizen of India : Yes
(If forelgner, state the Mot Applicable
country of orlgin)
Address i AB-10, Safdarjung Enclave,
New Deihi-110028,
B, Name and addresses OWNER
of Individuals wha own Outlook Publishing (India)
the newspaperand the  Private Limited. Shop No.8,
partners or shareholders  Ground Floor, Sal Dham
halding mare than one SRA Sambhaii Nagar,
per cent of the total Sahar Road Andheri (East),
capital ¢ Mumbszi-400 088
SHAREHOLDERS
1. Matsyagandha
Irvestments & Finance
Pyt Ltd. RAHEIAS,
Carner of Main Avenue
& \.P. Road,
Santacruz (West),
Mumbai-400 D54,
2, Bloomingdale
Investments &
Finance Pyt, Ltd.
RAHEIAS, Corner of
Main Avenue &
V.P. Road,
Santacruz (West),

L Indranil Roy, hereby declare that the particulars given
are true to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Mumbal-400 054.

3. Hathway Investments
Private Limited
RAHEIAS, Corner of Main
Avenue & V.P. Road,
Santacruz (West),
Mumbai-400 054,

Dated : March, 2024 sd/-
Indranil Roy
PUBLISHER J
f' Kk 98 DIARY
Found in
Translstion and
Ol.lur 'ﬂunp
han up

Subscribe Now

MARCH 21, 2024 | guTLOOK 3




[ FALIS. NARIMAN'S LAST ARTICLE ====3 FREE
WHY SUPREME COURT DECIDED AGAINST ELECTORAL BONDS SCHEME e ALI) B

SUPPLEMENT
JOURNALISMWITH AHUMANTOUCH | www.theweekin | (© TheWeekMag | TheWeekLive | 80 MYDOC

IS FASHION
DESIGNER
&DJ, T00

JANHVI KAPOOR
DAZZLING BOLLYWOOD
WITH SASS & SKILL

=
=]
s
=
(5
o=
=T
==

770975227702

L

9

Mumbai's infrastructure is undergoing
a sea change

The coastal road
from Marine Driv
g=toWorli -~




VOL. 42| NO. 09| THE WEEK | MARCH 3 | 2024

ont;

FOR THE WEEK FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 3

CURRENT EVENTS - |

Security
forces are
planning
an intense
crackdown
on the new
challenge in
Jammu and Kashmir: narco-terrorism,
mostly originating in Pakistan.

ELECTORAL BONDS m

In his last article in a news
publication, eminent jurist,

the late Fali S. Nariman,
explains the Supreme Court’s
verdict on the Electoral Bonds
Scheme. He shared his views with
THE WEEK on February 15, the
day the court gave its verdict.

14 POWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

&2 DETOUR
Shobhaa De

/1 CHIC MAGNET
Namrata Zakaria

74 LASTWORD
Amitabh Kant

“February 8, 2024, will

ssmiiiuiasiitisis be chalked up as the

historic day on which
the people of Pakistan
defeated their army.”

COVER STORY m
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AMEY MANSABDAR

‘ I think a box office success would have made
a difference to me and to my producers to get
bigger budgets for their films. But I am fortunate
they signed me for my talent. That said, nothing
feels as good as people filling the theatres.”

—Janhvi Kapoor, actor
WORLD m §
Trump's anti-NA-
TO stand may force
Europe to set up its

military-industrial
complex, and allow

the US to take
on China. i -

A erpetologist fOIT1
Alexei Na\falny Whitaker’s new
was admired in the memoir is a rollick-
west, but seen with ing ride through his
suspicion in Russia.

early adventures.

56

SANCTUARY

m m g g

UAE continues to inspire the
world with its commitment
to religious freedom

Dr Rani Maria
Thomas’s hospital
in south Kerala is

and pluralism. giving a healing
. touch to exotic
—Venu Rajamony, birds and pets.
former diplomat

COVER PHOTC AMEY MANSABDAR
COVER DESIGN BINESH SREEDHARAN
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OF A GRAMMY- WINHING
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GOLD SMUGGLING
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= BIG PLAYERS
g“"g India’s huge appetite for gold is driving commercial fraud
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FOR THE WEEK MARCH 4 - MARCH 10

In Kyiv, Mridula Ghosh meets Ukraine’s
only Nobel Peace Laureate Oleksandra
Matviichuk, who shares her views on how to
protect human rights and dignity during the war

R. Prasannan

. 62 SOUNDBITE

4

Anita Pratap

CHIC MAGNET

Namrata Zakaria

LAST WORD

Shashi Tharoor
“For the first time i
Pakistan’s history,
people’s will power
prevailed over the
army’s firepower. And the
world came to know who was
the tiger and who was the rider”

THE WEEK = MARCH 10, 2024

The two major
alliances are

closing in on

their seat-sharing
formulas for
the Lok Sabha
elections, but
a few hurdles
remain
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COVER STORY ; 40

THE LURE
OFLUCRE

Every day, tonnes of gold smuggled by transnational
networks make their way into India’s huge grey market.

Old and new smuggling routes are coming alive,
. and traditional smuggling methods are being
combined with commercial fraud.
THE WEEK takes a deep dive into India’s illicit gold economy.

~ INTERVIEWS

|__UTTARAKHAND _E7

The Himalayan state is seeing
an influx of climate migrants
escaping Delhi’s pollution.
Left unchecked, the

Vivek Johri, former trend could do harm
chairman, Central

Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs

AMEY MANSABDAR

Many still consider me
as a child who is vying
for the limelight in the
shadow of his uncle.

Rakesh Chaurasia,
Grammy-winning flautist

SPECIAL REPBRT _

A scribe describes the stor V
behind the show Poacher

! reduce gold Import COVER ILLUSTRATION BINESH SREEDHARAN
© duty to 4 per cent.
“leui Shah, chairman._ :
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CURRENT EVENTS

In pastry-making,
women rarely reached

the position of chef.

It pushed me to prove
people wrong when they
told me I could not do it

Congress leadership sticks with
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

For now.

Interview: ‘My government will
last its full term, says Sukhu

: Nina Metayer,
‘wor !d s best pd\ll’\ chef

TAMILNADU |77
' S The seizure of ‘nuclear’ cargo
The BJP, with no allies bound for Pakistan, which THE

| or grassroots reach, WEEK first reported,
could drawa has raised concerns about

{ blank in the Lok China's continued assistance to
Sabha elections Pakistan’s nuclear and ballistic
in the state missile programmes

SPECIAL REPORT 78}

Amir Hussain Lone’s
journey from losing both
arms in an accident to
becoming captain of the
Jammu and Kashmir
para-cricket team

BILAL BHADUR

“There has not been one case
of rape in my memory that has :
been discussed without it : A film about
being reduced to the lowest : b " afather-
common denominator of | i daughter

8 98] LAST WURD leftwing vs rightwing or 10"

Barkha Dutt Congress vs BJP or some

other framework of competition.”
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FOR THE WEEK MARCH 18 - MARCH 24

ELECTIONS < EERINVYIF

aimiaﬁauuﬁ 2024, KASHMIR

If at least two of the three parties—the NC, the PDP
or the Congress—are unable to make an alliance,
the BJP may get to implement its poll strategy
Interview: I don’t want to form a
government with the BJP,

says former CM Omar Abdullah

ELEETI[INS%
| 2029

ANDHRA PRADESH 23

Chandrababu Naidu has, with tact and
patience, stitched up an alliance to regain his lost
influence

fpy

The AAP and the Congress join hands together in

) a battle of survival
| T R
] The BJP has set itself an ambitious I:OVER STORY m

target for the Lok Sabha elections, and it is on
an alliance-making spree to achieve that

¥ 'l POWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan - 31 FORTHWRITE ' e
\ Meenakshi Lekhi Though he has found some;§
| “Th ; : TR Rt ik SN R bOX.-Ofﬁ_Cé, Vicky Kaushal i
‘- | it 62 SOUNDBITE actor and not et a star. Af
arfl:es / : Anita Pratap that better than himself.
| & ........................... BOH wgad ca:} be
 peeved 70 CHIC MAGNET il i
 that the Congress » Namrata Zakarla Browlas ot 9ty
isnotgettingthe = ... Even the marriage to a
 coalition dharma = 74 LAST WORD _changed s course.
' right, causing NthEJ Sarna :
l many—to leave. .......................................
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CONTROVERSY 50

After the demolition of his house LEISURE |
for encroachment, the hero of
Silkyara refuses to move
and is preparing for a
hunger strike

BHANU PRAKASH CHANDRA

KRITAINA NAIK K.

Hopping on to the 4am
Parker Solar Probe, biryani trend in Hyderabad
Solar Orbiter and s R
Aditya-L1 together make
a great team to study
§1111, says Dr Nicola Fox,

associate administrator, NASA
Science Mission Directorate
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SANJAY AHLAWAT

18 BATILHETG

CURRENT EVENTS

The good

Nyay Yatra
 has given the
i MVA hopes
of putting
up a decent
fight in the
Lok Sabha
elections

EC'’s view has been that there are
grave problems in electoral bonds
scheme, says 0.P. Rawat,
former chief election
commissioner

ELECTIONS
202%

TAMIL NADU 32

Coimbatore is set for a high-stakes,
three-cornered battle with

the BJP also in the fray ' ' Established Malayalam
3 e filmmakers and writers
ATION 52 i are taking up lead roles

LIy CTION

The ONOE is full of 1he world of sples today
TR ey _ : ‘ is full of technology, but PHOTOGRAPHY 68
possibilities and challenges, } e b .
Ao i 1an imntethgence continues Deenti
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i O piga S.CTUCIE al Aethans HHeis n = it
governance pattern in the country Py ialp | Asthana, life is not about
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WITH THE SUPREME COURT STRIKING DOWN
ELECTORAL BONDS, THE MEASURES NEEDED TO
REFORM POLL FINANCES
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THE WONDER DRUG

THE NEW TREATMENT FOR DIABETES AND OBESITY IS TAKING
THE WORLD, AND INDIA, BY STORM. BUT ITS UNREGULATED
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The women's team’s unexpected title run at the
Badminton Asia Team Championships_ hints at a
bright year ahead for Indian shuttlers
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THE WAY AHEAD

Iinflection Point

The Indian MF industry’s
assets have grown
rapidly in recent years,
drawing aggressive new
entrants. Will the dream
run continue?

104 |
DATA INSIGHTS

Mutual
Attraction

The Indian mutual funds
industry achieved a
significant milestone

in December by
surpassing ¥50 lakh
crore in AUM for the
first time

94 |
Q8A

“New players don’t
need to hard sell
the concept of MFs”

A. Balasubramanian, MD
& CEO of Aditya Birla Sun
Life AMC, talks about new
entrants to the MF space,
regulations, and more

106 |
DEBT FUNDS

Debt is Back

Debt mutual funds
endured a gruelling
few years. But they are
poised for a comeback
as the interest rate
cycle shifts
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SECTORAL FUNDS

Theme Party

Among equity funds,
sectoral and thematic
MFs received the
second-highest inflows
of ¥30,841crorein
2023, accounting for
19% of the total
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GOLD

Chasing the
Glitter

There are multiple
avenues for investing in
that Indian obsession,
gold. But investors must
exercise discretion while
making the choice
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“Itis possible
to grow wealth
via small-ticket
investments”
AMFI's Venkat Chalas
on how investors toca

are more aware apos
benefits of MF investms

118 |
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The Youth Fa

The MF industry is
seeing a deluge of
young investors, writss
Aashish Somaiyaa,
CEO, White Oak Cap==
Mutual Fund i
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SUNIL BHARTI MITTAI.

FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN,
BHARTI ENTERPRISES
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Heavy Mittal

Sunil Bharti Mittal has spenta
lifetime in telecom, creating a
mammoth called Bharti Airtel.
Now, he is backing OneWeb for a
higher trajectory
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A Man for All Seasons

Amitabh Kant, an expert policy-
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Healer Extraordinaire

Apollo Hospitals’ Prathap C.
Reddy pioneered the private
healthcare industry in India
and transformed the health
ecosystem. Reddy reminisces
about his life and times
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Metal Man

Satish Pai has set Hindalco up for
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Turbocharged

Sanjiv Puri has broad-
ened ITC's reach well
beyond cigarettes. The
demerger of its hotels
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firm’s push to keep the
growth engine well oiled
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INDIA'S BEST BANKS
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