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A pathway for the most populous nation

he world population is

expected to touch 8.5

billion by the end of this

decade. While Asia is
expected to be overpopulated,
Europe, it is said, will be
underpopulated. Due to falling
fertility levels and rising longevity,
the future population could have a
higher number and share of older
people. Thus, the two signifcant
transformations are expected to
be an imbalanced distribution of
the population across regions and
a skewed age structure.

The population today is more
centred in urban areas. By 2030, it
is estimated that two-third of the
people will inhabit urban spaces,
which will put a strain on
infrastructure and amenities. This,
in turn, could compromise the
quality of life of urban citizens.

‘Women’s health and rights
The theme of this world
population day is ‘women’s sexual
and reproductive health and
reproductive rights’, marking the
30th anniversary of the
International Conference on
Population and Development
(ICPD). This gives us an
opportunity to accelerate eforts
to realise the ICPD’s programme of
action. While there has been
reasonable progress in three
decades — women have greater
access to modern contraceptives
today and maternal deaths have
declined considerably since 2000
— there are still unequal results
across regions. It is unacceptable
that each day, 800 women die
globally from preventable causes
relating to pregnancy and child
birth. A disproportionate share of
these deaths occur in developing
countries. Reduced maternal
mortality levels need to be
associated with reduced fertility
levels because lower fertility
reduces exposure to maternity.
However, decline in fertility levels
is also associated with delayed
childbearing among women.
World population day has
obvious signifcance for India. The
most populated country in the
world with a median age of 28
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India needs to
seriously
prepare its
workforce for
the global
labour market

years could help balance the
population-defcit regions.
Lowering fertility levels and rising
longevity also transforms the size

drivers of the global economy. At
present, 600 urban centres drive
60% of the world’s GDP. An
assessment of global cities by

and 1 of

Oxford E resulted in the

There will soon be an uneven
distribution of children and the
elderly within households, which
will have implications for
inequality, an
important concern for
India. For instance, the
Kerala Migration
Survey 2023 reports
that 42% of households
have no elderly people
whereas 37% of
households have one
elderly person, 20%
have two, and 1% have
three elderly people.
The accommodation of elderly
people and children is uneven
across rich and poor households.
This gives rise to a lower
dependency burden (the ratio of
dependent young and old to the
population of working age) in rich
households compared with poorer
ones. In addition, the care burden
in households is also shaped by
the presence of children and the
elderly. Due to societal
stereotypes, the burden of care
falls on women. This leaves
women with less time to
participate in paid work.

Migration trends
The distribution of the population
in the future will continue to be
shaped by migration. In recent
decades, we have seen greater
mobility of people. People often
migrate due to poor development
and infrastructure in their regions.
A study estimates that 60 crore
Indians migrate within the country
annually, and 2 crore migrate
abroad. Given the potential of
India’s future urbanisation, it is
important to encourage the
emergence of new cities in order
to release pressure on existing
mega cities. These need to have
the same kinds of infrastructure
and public amenities as the mega
cities. We talk about smart cities,
but are Indian cities ‘smart'?

Itis clear that cities are the

ORLD
POPULATION
DAY

Global Cities Index, which ranked
the top cities in the world based
on fve categories: economics,
human capital, quality of life,
environment and
governance. This
exercise evaluates the
urban quality of life,
which needs to be
studied so that the
trends of rapid
urbanisation and
growing migration can
be understood.
Unfortunately, not a
single Indian city appears in the

best-ranking Indian city is Delhi,

out of 1,000 cities in the world.
This poor performance is due to
India’s poor environment and
quality of life, which undoubtedly
threaten the sustainability of its
cities. To make India’s urban
spaces livable, we need to address
all these challenges.

Itis also noteworthy that the
most populous country of the
world does not have a realistic
count of its population. Most
projections of India’s population
are based on decades-old data.

will only have estimates. It is
important to know the exact count
and the demographic make up so
that we can draft better policies.

World population day is
signifcant for India since we have
a global footprint. Despite more
countries adopting stringent
immigration policies, more
Indians will continue to emigrate,
at least in the near future. At the
same time, India needs to

the global labour market. It is said
that the 21st century belongs to
India. But this statement will be
validated only if India prepares its
workforce to keep up with the
evolving global needs. The world
should count on us as much as we
count on ourselves.

top 50 ranking of world cities. The

which occupies the 350th position

Until India conducts its census, we

seriously prepare its workforce for
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he Congress'’s below-
I par performance in
the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Karnataka has high-
lighted the cracks in the party.
There has been political sha-
dow boxing between two fac-
tions — one supporting Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
the other, his deputy D.K. Shi-
vakumar — with supporters of
each leader issuing statements
to undermine the other. The
situation came to a head on
June 27 when a Vokkaliga seer,
Chandrashekaranatha Swami,
requested Mr. Siddaramaiah
to give up the Chief Minister's
post to Mr. Shivakumar.

The Congress fought the
Lok Sabha elections in unity,
banking on its fve ‘guaran-
tees’. However, it put up a
poor show, particularly in the
Old Mysore region, which is
often described as the ‘Vokka-
liga belt’ owing to the electoral
dominance of the Vokkaliga
community to which Mr. Shi-
vakumar belongs. This gave
rise to the old demand of ap-
pointing more deputy chief
it ministers. The Congress had
swept this region in the 2023
Assembly polls.

The Chief Minister’s loyal-
ists, particularly Cooperation
Minister K.N. Rajanna, re-
newed the demand for the ap-
pointment of three deputy
chief ministers representing
the Veerashaiva-Lingayat,
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe, and minority commun-
ities to ensure more electoral
support to the party. Given
that the party high command
had announced in 2023 that
Mr. Shivakumar, who holds
the post of Congress State
chief, would be replaced after
the Lok Sabha elections, Mr.

Minister

this

Extreme events in the capital

With the wettest-ever June day and hottest-ever May day, an unusual spate of maximal weather has roiled Delhi

Karnataka

Rajanna has also said that a
new Congress State chief
should be appointed. Other
senior leaders, such as Home
G. Parameshwara,
see nothing wrong in this de-
mand based on the ‘one per-
son, one post' principle, as
Mr. Shivakumar holds multi-
ple portfolios.

The call for more deputy
chief ministers was made after
the 2023 Assembly results too.
A section of Congress leaders
believe that it is part of a stra-
tegy by Mr. Siddaramaiah’s
loyalists to keep Mr. Shivaku-
mar in check amid talks that
he might seek the Chief Minis-
ter's post after 30 months of
government's
They also say that the demand
is being made to counter Mr.
Shivakumar’s infuence, both
in the government and in the
party. Party leaders have not
ruled out a mid-term reshufe
in the government.

In the general elections, the
Congress won nine out of 28
seats against one seat in 2019.
It fell short of expectations
that it would win at least 15
seats. The party’s vote share
increased to 45.43%
31.88%. A survey of the results
in each Assembly constituen-
cy shows that more than a do-
zen ministers were unable to
provide leads for the party’s
candidates. Mr. Shivakumar
sufered a major setback when
his brother D.K. Suresh was
defeated in Bengaluru Rural.

This is why the ministers
not only renewed their de-

DATA POI

Jasmin Nihalani

has witnessed two extreme
weather events: days of unre-
lenting heat in May followed by
heavy rains in June. The capital al-

I n the past two months, Delhi

Sweltering heat, torrential rains

The charts are based on data sourced from the India
Meteorological Department’s gridded data. Data for
PM 2.5 levels was sourced from the Central Pollution
Control Board

Chart 4: The chart shows average daily PM2.5 levels
recorded in Anand Vihar station. The grey dotted line indicates

so experienced the hottest:
nights in June and year-round pol-
lution, making it a tough year.

On June 28, the much-awaited
arrival of the south-west monsoon
turned into a nightmare when
houses and streets got fooded. At
least fve people lost their lives, in-
cluding a taxi driver who died
when a canopy at the airport col-
lapsed on him. According to the In-
dia Meteorological Department’s
gridded data, the city received the
highest-ever rainfall for a day in
June (150.7 mm) since 1951 (Chart
1). The previous high for a day in
June was 97.3 mm of rainfall — over
50mm lower than the latest record
—which occurred on June 30, 1981.

Just a month earlier, Delhi was
sweltering under record-breaking
heat. A report by a non-proft or-
ganisation, Centre for Holistic De-
velopment, stated that 192 home-
less people died due to a heatwave
in the capital (June 11-19). In May
and June this year, for 38 consecu-
tive days, the city’s maximum tem-
peratures crossed the 40°C mark.
On May 28, Delhi recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 47.5°C, the
highest-ever for a day in May in the
capital since 1951 (Chart 2). The
second-highest (47.3°C) was re-
corded on May 29, the next day.

Nights did not provide relief
either. The average minimum tem-
perature for June this year was
29.6°C, the highest for any month
since 1951 (Chart 3).

Moreover, PM2.5 levels above
India’s permissible limit of 60 mi-
crograms per cubic metre were re-
corded on nearly all the days of
November, December, and Janu-
ary (Chart 4). This was the case
during many days of August too,

India’s limit of 60 mi per cubic metre
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Almost all the days in November, December and January have
PM2.5 levels above the Indian standard of 60 pug/m3

Chart 1: The chart shows the daily rainfall received by Delhi on every June day since 1951. Each dot
corresponds to rainfall recorded in each June day between 1951 and 2024
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Chart 2: The chart shows the daily maximum temperature in Delhi on every May day since 1951. Each dot

corresponds to maximum temperature recorded in each May day between 1951 and 2024
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The Congress’s many woes in Karnataka

The party is bogged down by in-fghting and corruption charges

mand for more deputy chief
ministers, but also for the re-
placement of Shivakumar as
Congress State chief. The Vok-
kaliga seer’s request to Mr. Sid-
daramaiah intensifed the war
of words between the loyalists
of the two leaders. After his
statement, Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayat seers urged the party to
consider leaders from their
community for the top post or
for the post of deputy chief
minister in the event of a
change of guard. Meanwhile,
AHINDA, an outft represent-
ing minorities, backward
classes, and Dalits, warned of
a State-wide agitation against
any move to replace Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah, who belongs to the
Other  Backward  Classes
community.

In the midst of this leader-
ship struggle, the Congress is
fghting other battles too. The
party which came to power le-
velling corruption charges
against the Bharatiya Janata
Party is now facing allegations
of fraud. Congress Minister B.
Nagendra was forced to resign
for allegedly swindling funds
from the Karnataka Maharshi
Valmiki Scheduled Tribes De-
velopment Corporation.
There have also been allega-
tions of irregularities in the
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority scheme. In this
case, allotments made to Mr.
Siddaramaiah’s wife have
come under the scanner. Jana-
ta Dal (Secular) leader H.D.
Kumaraswamy has insinuated
that the scam was exposed by
“someone who is eyeing the
Chief Minister’s post.”

In this context, the upcom-
ing by-elections to three As-
sembly constituencies and the
elections to urban and local
bodies will be an acid test for
the Congress. Providing a
clean administration and
keeping the party and govern-
ment united will be the party’s
major challenges.

tenure.
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Kerala’'s concern over slow
rice movement into State

Cochin, July 10: The rationing system in Kerala
will collapse unless the Central Government
rushes rice supplies to the State on an
“emergency footing”, it is feared.

The Food Corporation of India godowns in
the State now contain hardly three weeks’
supplies. The rice arrivals are “unsatisfactory
and dwindling”. Normally, it takes at least two
weeks for foodgrains released by the FCI to
reach the retail shops via the wholesalers.

Reliable sources said that rice movement in
the State had been slow for nearly a month now.
Even after the withdrawal of the Railway strike
rice movement had not picked up. The State
Government had been constantly urging the
Union Government to help the State in meeting
its ration committee, but the Centre’s replies

The Union Government was committed to
supply 80,000 tonnes of rice to Kerala per
month, and if the commitment was to be
fulfiled, the daily arrivals should average 2,500
tonnes. Actually however just 1,000 tonnes a
day were being received in the State for some
weeks now. Frantic messages sent to the Centre
only brought forth replies that the Southern
Railway authorities were being alerted to move
supplies. Unless about 5,000 tonnes of
foodgrains arrived in the State daily, the
rationing system might break down.

It was further pointed out that if
unfortunately the rationing system broke down
the consequences would be terrible and the
entire responsibiilty for it would lie with the
Union Government.

With the lean months ahead additional
quantities of foodgrains were required by the
State but even normal supplies were not
available now, the sources pointed out.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 11, 1924
Taxi fares in Bombay

Bombay, July 10: It is proposed to introduce
revised taxi fares in Bombay in August. The rate
for frst class taxis will be Rs 8 for the frst
four-fiths of a mile instead of Rs 10 as at
present, and for second class vehicles the rate
will remain at Rs 8 per mile. The rates for

L

when pollution is otherwise low.
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it will be unaltered.
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Locked in confict

Governors and CMs must step back
from a political confrontation
I n calling for a report from the State govern-

ment on the action taken against two police

ofcers, West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda
Bose has escalated the confict between Raj Bha-
van and the State government. He has written to
the Union government and to the Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee, about what he perceives as im-
propriety by Vineet Goyal, Kolkata City Police
Commissioner, and Indira Mukherjee, a Deputy
Commissioner of Police. The Governor is ag-
grieved that they made remarks pertaining to an
investigation into a complaint of alleged sexual
harassment that a Raj Bhavan employee had
made against him. While the complaint has not
been acted upon — as Mr. Bose enjoys immunity
from proceedings under Article 361 of the Consti-
tution — it has become a thorny issue, with the
Governor believing that the police ofcers had
Fouted the rules of conduct in speaking about an
investigation that cannot be instituted or conti-
nued. His consternation is also because he be-
lieves the Commissioner had stopped a group of
people with grievances about post-election vio-
lence from meeting him, even though he had
agreed to meet them. The Governor has also de-
manded a report on the action taken with regard
to a woman being disrobed in public, a couple be-
ing fogged and other incidents of mob violence,
undoubtedly a legitimate request.

The Governor is indeed authorised to seek in-
formation from the State government under Arti-
cle 167. Whether disciplinary action involving
central service ofcers, normally within the do-
main of the State governments when they are
serving the State, can be initiated at the instance
of the Governor or the Union government is a
separate question altogether. Mr. Bose has cited
circumstances surrounding the harassment com-
plaint against him to argue that it is a “concocted
allegation”, “induced and facilitated” by the pol-
ice. However, it may not be in anyone’s interest to
escalate such issues by asking for punitive action
against ofcers. At a time when personal squab-
bles and institutional conficts between Gover-
nors and Chief Ministers are on the rise, the deve-
lopment is likely to be seen as one more stand-of
involving the politicisation of Raj Bhavan by in-
cumbents seeking to undermine elected regimes.
The two sides appear locked in perennial con-
fict, mirroring the antagonism between the
Centre and the State. There is the usual one over
grant of assent to Bills, and a recent one involves
the question who should administer the oath of
ofce to newly elected legislators. And there is a
defamation suit the Governor has fled against
the Chief Minister. Constitutional functionaries
should pull back from the brink before they are
sucked into a political rabbit hole.

Even the odd jobs

Gig workers need a comprehensive
national law on their employee status

F or India’s gig workers, who are increasing

in numbers but are perched precariously
on the edge of the unregulated labour
pool, the Karnataka Platform-based Gig Workers
(Social Security and Welfare) Bill, 2024, ofers a
welcome reprieve, but still stops short of provid-
ing them with the security of being employees.
When app-based gig work was introduced a de-
cade ago, courtesy ride-sharing and food delivery
apps, the absence of the word ‘employee’ was ac-
tually seen as a positive; it supposedly ofered a
chance for ‘partners’ to retain their autonomy
and earn good money without being locked into a
contract with rigid timings. That illusion soon
dissolved as incomes crashed and working hours
lengthened, and the lack of a formal ‘employee’
status left workers at the mercy of the aggregator
and all-powerful algorithms, in the absence of sa-
fety nets or governmental regulation. Despite
this, the gig economy is growing. According to a
NITI Aayog report, India had 77 lakh gig workers
at the beginning of the decade, and by 2029-30,
they are projected to account for 4.1% of income,
and 6.7% of the non-agricultural workforce.
Arights-based legislation, the draft Bill aims to
prevent arbitrary dismissals, provide human
grievance redress mechanisms, and to bring
more transparency into the opaque tangle of au-
tomated monitoring and algorithm-based pay-
ments. It is a step up from the Union govern-
ment's Code on Social Security, 2020.
Karnataka's law also ofers social security
through a welfare board and fund, with contribu-
tions from the government and the aggregator,
either through a cut from every transaction on
the app, or as a percentage of the platform’s tur-
nover in the State. Noting that many of the frms
that own these platforms report minimal profts,
workers’ unions have rightly demanded that the
welfare fee is charged as a cess on each transac-
tion. Sceptics note the moribund nature of other
unorganised sector welfare boards, but one ad-
vantage of mandatory registration with such a
board is that it will make gig workers visible in the
eyes of the law. Karnataka's Congress govern-
ment aims to enact the Bill in the monsoon ses-
sion of the Assembly, and it must quickly formu-
late rules and establish the welfare board to
ensure that the law is in force before the end of
the year. A similar legislation in Rajasthan, enact-
ed by the predecessor Congress government, has
been efectively put into cold storage by the BJP
government. At the national level, comprehen-
sive legislation is needed not just to set minimum
wages, reasonable working hours and conditions
and robust social security but also to provide gig
workers with the coveted status of ‘employees’.
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India’s demographic journey of hits and misses

s we observe World Population Day on

July 11, there is much to look at in

India’s demographic journey over the

decades. It was in 1989 that the United
Nations established the day after Dr. K.C.
Zachariah, a renowned demographer, had
proposed the concept of a ‘World Population
Day’. The world population had touched fve
billion in 1987 and challenges such as poverty,
health and gender inequality were plaguing the
world, developing countries in particular.

The decades of the 1960s and 1970s were scary
as the global population was growing at a yearly
rate of 2%. For India, there was a prediction of
doom. This meant that widespread poverty,
hunger and deaths were soon to follow in the
next decades. However, despite the predictions,
the next decades told a diferent story altogether.
Global fertility rates declined rapidly. Due to
improvements in living conditions and medical
infrastructure, life expectancy increased. In India
too, fertility rates began to fall since the 1970s and
at present is below the replacement level. India’s
progress in many health parameters has been
outstanding. There have been signifcant
reductions in maternal and child mortality.

In 2015, the UN adopted the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) which were soon
recognised as important metrics in assessing the
progress of nations. With 2030, the target year,
drawing closer, India’s progress in the SDGs
should be understood particularly in light of its
population dynamics.

India’s population dynamics
Three components, namely fertility, mortality,
and migration, play a pivotal role in shaping
India’s demographic landscape. India has made
signifcant strides in reducing its fertility.
According to the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS)-5, India’s total fertility rate (TFR)
decreased from 3.4 to 2 between 1992 and 2021,
dropping below the replacement level of 2.1.
There has been a signifcant drop in the mortality
rate as well. The average life expectancy of
Indians has also increased over time. With this,
India is experiencing a demographic shift,
towards an ageing population. According to the
2011 Census, individuals aged 60 years and above
constituted 8.6% of the total population. The
fgure is projected to rise up to 19.5% by 2050. But
what really do these changing dynamics signify?
India’s population dynamics is intertwined
with its ‘development’ scenario. The reduction in
fertility signifes a transition toward smaller
family norms. This can reduce the proportion of
the dependent population and result in a
demographic dividend — a period where the
working-age population is larger than the
dependent population. India can harness the
potential of its young workforce by creating
employment. The decline in mortality and
increase in life expectancy are refections of a
robust health-care system and increased living
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standards. The issue of population ageing,
however, requires a long-term plan — focusing on
geriatric care and providing social security
benefts. Migration and urbanisation are also
critical issues. Rapid rural to urban migration is
posing a threat to the existing urban
infrastructure. Among all these, gender
equality also fnds an important place. P
‘Women labour force participation, 3
which is straggling, their notable R
absence from political representation m
and their unending plight within
society are the silent issues which can
sabotage India’s path to 2030.

With six years in hand to meet the
targets, India’s road to 2030 crosses
the path with its population dynamics.
Population issues such as gender equality and
socio-cultural divides cannot be ignored in the
journey to achieve SDGs. Itis only with a
thorough understanding that India will be able to
achieve a ‘development’ which is sustainable in
its truest sense.

The country’s SDG journey

‘Development’ in the simplest way means
ensuring the basic requirements of food, shelter
and health for all. ‘No Poverty, Zero Hunger and
Good Health’ are the three most important SDGs
which form the core of ‘development'. India’s
journey from the brink of a demographic disaster
to striving towards the 2030 goal of ‘leaving no
one behind’ has seen a couple of hits and misses.

India made great leaps towards the goal of
eradicating poverty. The proportion of the
population living below the poverty line reduced
from 48% to 10% between 1990 and 2019. The
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) that came into efect
in 2006 played a critical role in addressing rural
poverty. The Janani Suraksha Yojana of 2005 — it
provides cash benefts to pregnant women — not
only accentuated institutional deliveries but also
saved poor families from hefty health
expenditures.

In his controversial book, The Population Bomb
(1968), Paul R. Ehrlich raised serious questions
about India’s ability to feed its population in the
years to come. With the Green Revolution, India
became self-sufcient in crop production and
averted a catastrophe. The proportion of the
population sufering from hunger reduced from
18.3% in 2001 to 16.6% in 2021. However, India’s
nutrition picture is not completely rosy. India
contributes a third of the global burden of
malnutrition. Though the Indian government
launched the Prime Minister’s Overarching
Scheme for. Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN)
Abhiyaan in 2018, it will still require a miracle to
fulfl the target of ‘Zero Hunger’ by 2030.

Health is one sector in India where progress
made has been remarkable. All the critical
mortality indicators have seen steady declines.
The Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) decreased

e

, WORLD A4
POPULATION
DAY

from 384.4 in 2000 to 102.7 in 2020. The
mortality rate for children under fve reduced
signifcantly post 2000s. The infant mortality rate
also reduced from 66.7 deaths per 1,000 live
births in 2000 to 25.5 deaths per 1,000 live births
in 2021. Although India is still not near reaching
the targets, it seems to be on the right
track. These achievements show that

" there has been a signifcant

Vi~ improvement in the quality and

( | coverage of health care.

Despite these achievements, India’s
road towards 2030 is not easy.
According to Oxfam, the top 10% of
India’s population holds 77% of the
national wealth. If the fruits of
development are not equitably distributed and if
development does not percolate to the poorest of
the poor and the wealth scenario remains so
skewed as it is now, ‘sustainable development’
can never be achieved in its truest sense.
Absolute growth in GDP numbers has limited
importance for a country where the top 1% holds
40% of the total wealth. Hunger and nutrition is
another sector in crisis. In the Global Hunger
Index (2023), India’s rank was 111 out of 125
countries. In terms of nutrition, stunting, wasting
and underweight among children below fve
years and anaemia among women pose serious
challenges. India's epidemiological trajectory
shows that the country has a double burden of
communicable and non-communicable diseases
(NCD). This is a serious challenge for India which
also combats the early onset of NCDs and the
rising health needs of the elderly.

‘What needs looking into
For India to achieve the SDGs, the changing
population dynamics has to be acknowledged
while forming policies. India needs to address
income inequality, harness its demographic
dividend by creating job opportunities for the
youth of India and address changing health
needs. NCDs, which incur high out-of-pocket
expenditures, are catastrophic for some families.
India needs a stronger safety net to save these
families from slipping into utter poverty. The
nutrition scenario should be set right by
strengthening programmes. This will require an
increase in budgetary allocation for the health
and nutrition sectors. Another, but often missed,
of this entire 1t di ion is
gender equality. A gender equal approach and
empowerment of vulnerable women can solve
most issues and propel India’s progress in the
SDGs.

India still has a long journey to cover in order
to meet all the targets of the SDGs. This will
require multi-sectoral collaboration and political
will. India’s progress in SDGs is directly
proportional to the well-being of its population
and the route to progress lies in a better
understanding of its population dynamics and
addressing the issues.

A case of people versus population

Population Day since 1989 after the global

population crossed the fve billion mark.
The population is now estimated to be 8.1 billion,
with India as the most populous nation (1.44
billion), which is slightly more than China’s.

This writer wrote the article, “Myths about
Population Growth”, which was published in this
daily on World Population Day ("World
Population Day’ page, July 11, 1997) — when India
crossed the 100 crore mark. The article showed
how the doomsday predictions of Malthus, 200
years ago, or that of his present-day followers in
the West, that population growth would overtake
food production, never came true and never will
in the future. The aim of this article is to analyse
what has changed in 27 years.

' uly 11 has been observed as World

Changes in India
Let us look at some of the major socio-economic
changes in India over 27 years.

First, the population has grown 44% from 100
crore to 144 crore, but the annual growth rate of
the population has fallen sharply — from nearly
2% to below 1%. This is because the number of
births per woman (total fertility rate or TFR) has
fallen from 3.4 to 2, just below the “replacement
level” of 2.1.

Second, the per capita GDP of Indians grew six
times, from $400 to $2,400. The average life span
of an Indian has increased from 61 years to 70
years.

Third, Indians living below the
multi-dimensional poverty line decreased from
43% to 11%. However, 11% of 144 crore is still a
very large number of 16 crore people.

The 16 crore people below the poverty line are
not distributed evenly across the country. Just
four States, namely, Uttar Pradesh: (5.4 crore out
of 23.6 crore), Bihar (4.2 crore out of 12.7 crore),
Madhya Pradesh (2.52 crore out of 8.7 crore) and
Jharkhand (1.1 crore out of 4 crore) account for
83% of the national total of people below the
poverty line, while accounting for only 34 % of
India’s total population. How to address this
persisting disparity in socio-economic growth
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It is the welfare
of the average
citizen which
matters and not
macro-level
population
numbers

and poverty reduction among Indian States is
among the top priorities of the central and State
governments and beyond the scope of this article.

Impact of climate change
But a far more serious issue facing the people of
India is the adverse efects of climate change
which do not recognise national boundaries. This
is where the population versus people dichotomy
becomes apparent. The debate on historical
emissions (advanced by developing countries)
versus current emissions (advanced by
the developed world) is closely linked
to the population versus people
divergence. This is because the per
capita consumption of both natural
resources and manufactured products
directly correlates with the per capita
income of the people.

forums on India’s right to grow economically to
alleviate poverty as early as possible.

Global South and growth

The Narendra Modi government has articulated
this even more forcefully by expanding the
defnition of the Circular Economy framework in
the G-20 New Delhi Declaration of September
2023: “In order to endeavour to decouple our
economic growth from environmental
degradation and enhance sustainable
consumption and production,
including primary resource
consumption while supporting
economic growth, we acknowledge the
critical role played by circular
economy, extended producer
responsibility and resource efciency
in achieving sustainable
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The Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD) countries with a per capita
income of $40,000 and a total population of 1.39
billion, together produce and consume $55.6
trillion worth of natural resources and
manufactured goods. In comparison, India, with
a per capita GDP of $2,400 and a population of
1.44 billion, produces and consumes just $3.5
trillion worth of natural resources and
manufactured goods. In other words, the OECD
countries with a population slightly less than that
of India consume nearly 16 times of what the
whole of India consumes. This has been the
major cause of global warming over the past few
decades, resulting in unpredictable weather
changes. In turn this has adversely afected the
poor in developing nations more severely than
people in developed nations with much better
housing and civic infrastructure.

With 11% of its people still below the poverty
line, India will continue to accord priority to
economic growth over climate change mitigation
measures, and rightly so. That responsibility lies
majorly with the OECD countries, and now
increasingly with China. Successive Indian
governments have negotiated hard at global

This is an explicit statement of
intent to maintain the economic
growth of the Global South nations, a term used
for all developing nations as a group. India is
looked upon by the nations of the Global South in
their eforts to maintain economic growth in their
respective nations as the frst priority, followed by
measures to achieve net zero. India has fxed the
year 2070 to achieve this, compared to the
European Union's target of reaching net zero by
2050. But India would strive for zero poverty
within the next decade.

The next few decades will see developing
nations focusing on eradicating persistent
poverty among their people rather than
responding to population growth doomsday
“experts” who have so far not been proved right.
As Tamil poet C. Subramania Bharati said nearly
100 years ago, “Thani oruvanukku unavillai enil,
inda jagatthinai azhithiduvom (even if one person
does not have food to eat, we will destroy the
world”) So, it is the welfare of average citizen
which matters and not population numbers at the
macro level.

The views expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Russia visit

The successful visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Moscow bolsters the fact
that Russia still remains
India’s robust, special and
privileged strategic partner.
It would be prudent and

global image.
M. Rishidev,
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu

responsible if India strives
to defuse the ongoing war
in Ukraine by bringing the
two sides to the negotiation
table by using its acclaimed

Can the visit be called a
success from a foreign
policy angle? Is foreign
policy only about economic
interest? Is there no space
for humanitarian and just
concerns? India should have
called a spade a spade,

which requires moral
courage. India failed to play
alead role in strongly
calling for the war to end.
The world was watching the
visit very closely.

SV. Venkatakrishnan,

San Jose, California, U.S.

Disease threats

It is of great concem that
the spectrum of microbial
threats is widening. In the
past two decades, India has
seen a rise in outbreaks of
emerging and re-emerging
viral, bacterial, and other

infectious diseases. A study
in a top scientific journal
says that over half of known
pathogenic diseases can be
aggravated by climate
change.

Dr. Biju C. Mathew,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
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