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Empower the mayors

Political appointees and corrupt civic bodies
have failed citizens for far too long

HE URBAN NIGHTMARE that Indian cities are fast turning out
tobeisbest manifested by flooding,which is becoming increas-
ingly frequent. Last week, torrential rainfall brought New Delhi
toastandstilland exposed,not for the first time, the sheerlack of
preparedness of the civicadministration to tacklea downpour.Aday later,
the Centre introduced a Bill in Parliament that seeks to set up urban dis-
astermanagement authorities for state capitalsand big cities with munic-
ipal bodies. It aims to improve the functioning of the National Disaster
ManagementAuthority (NDMA) and create a database at the national and
statelevels.The NDMA itself treated urban flooding as a separate di

Opinion

HE NATIONAL DEMOCRA-
TIC Alliance got its third suc-
cessive mandate in an elec-
tion with many political
narratives. Butoneeconomic
narrative took centre stage—lack of jobs.
In recent years, there hasbeen much

and laid down guidelines in 2010, having focused on riverine floods until
the devastating deluge in Mumbai in 2005 forced arethink.

Reportsofurbanfloodi ineacross the country.Indian cities
arealreadybehind schedule tocombata problem that is set to intensify. The
Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change has warned of more intense
in South Asia, including India, as a result of rising
temperatures. As global warming triggers extreme weather events world-
wide, disasterswill bearan enormous cost tolivelihoods and infrastructure,
apart from being potentially fatal. With above normal monsoon rain pre-
dicted this year, cities must brace for sporadic bursts of heavy rainfall until
nextmonth.Insuchascenario, thereisaneed for sharperreal-time alerts to
preparecitizens foradverseweatherevenas the India Meteorological Depart-
menthas claimed much progress inthisregardasaresult ofimprovements
inearlywarning and ination of information.

City planningisalsoa factorthat cannot be ignored if disasters have to
be minimised. Among the gaps in planning is the neglect of migrant work-
ers, who contribute to building cities but seek refuge in slums and
encroached settlements that leave little room for draining out rainwater.
Ametropolis like Mumbai, which is battered by monsoon rain annually,
staresat the prospect of accommodatinga populacein 2050 that is twice
asmuchasthe current 20 million. Rather than spending heavily on infra-
structure, which has also faced question marks over quality of late, the
focus should be on more equitable land use and better public transport.

Most critically,however, one thing in common among cities — as evi-
denced in Delhi where the Supreme Court has questioned the govern-
ments and municipality about safety norms after the deaths of civil ser-
vices aspirants at the flooded basement of a coaching centre — is the
tendency to shift the blame and avoid accountability. Forming newer,
domain-specific entities may be good on paper. However, cities suffer
from fractured governance when multiple authorities tasked with man-
aging different areas such aswater, transport,and housing get away with
passing the buck. Even if there is a case for increased allocations for
municipal bodies, the fact is that theyare flush with funds. For the record,
Mumbai has the richest municipal corporation in the country.Italso gave
agood account of itself ina crisis when, underIAS officer Igbal Singh Cha-
hal,a participative model kept the lid on Covid-19 while politicians took
thebackseat. Political appointees and corrupt civic bodies have failed cit-
izens for far too long. It is time the people's representatives appoint a
mayor,alaacompany CEO,whoisaccountableand empowered toaddress
all challenges under one roof.

Federal Reserve markets'
wild ride has just begun

HAS THE US Federal Reserve gone too farin its fight against inflation, tipping the
world’s largest economy into a damaging recession?

This troubling question has shaken global markets out of along period of calm.
Expect more turbulence before an answer emerges.

Two! a iance from hawk todove pport
for higher interest rates and arguing forimmediate cuts to averta recession. Not
amomenttoo soon, it turns out. Since then, evidence of aweakening labour mar-
ket and moderating inflation has rapidly, strongl ing that
the Fed is behind the curve.

Most notably, the three-month average unemployment rate reached 4.13%,
up 53 basis points from its lowest level of the prior 12 months. This breaches the
50-basis-point threshold that, as recognised by the Sahm rule, has always indi-
cated a US recession and much higher joblessness to come.

Beyond that, payroll growth has slowed alongwith hiringand quit rates,while
initial and contmumg jobless claims have risen. On the inflation front, the Fed’s

over job data. One view says
we have had jobless growth (Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy, Interna-
tional Labour Organization data). The
government says 49 million jobs were
created in 2019-23 (Reserve Bank of
India, Periodic Labour Force Survey), but
these were mainly in agriculture and
informal sectors, rife with underem-
ployment and low wages. India is not
creating enough well-paying jobs.

In s first post-clection Budget, the
government implicitly ack

Some in

EMPLOYING INDIA
WE HAVE TO RETHINK THE 'INSTRUMENTALITY' FOR EXECUTING TODAY'S MULTI-SECTORAL POLICIES

Reimagining job creation

ARINDAM BHATTACHARYA

Senior advisor and emeritus partner,
Boston Consulting Group

ical question: “Why has private invest-
mentinIndiaslowed down despite good
growthand ahuge potential? Insuchan
(poor)investment climate, expecting big
investments for exports is a big ask”
The second was with the India CEO of
aglobalindustrial firm. I asked him two
relatedquestions.Whyhas Indianotbeen
abletoreplicate the China model despite
thetalk? wouldittake

this by putting employment as its top
theme (others are skilling, MSMEs, mid-
dle class), and proposed several initia-
tives to promote it. But this is not the
first Budget to emphasise jobs. Soon, it
becomes business as usual. It has taken
the electorate to remind us that policies
haven’t delivered,and we faceacrisis.

Tam not an economist, and will not
attempt to add value to lhe debate on
theright.
vs capital-intensive, manufacturing vs
services) for job creation. However, as a
management consultant, T am trained
to look beyond the obvious, take a sys-
temic view, and explore if there is a
meta-theme that can coalesce the
“symptoms” into a focused actionable
objective,avoiding costly band-aid solu-
tions with uncertain outcomes.

In business, often, the best way to
startis by talking to the “customer”.Over
the past few years I have had many con-
versations with leaders on this topic.Let
merelate three.

The firstwas withan Indian business
leader enjoying significant exports. I
asked him how to increase investment
forexports; he respondedwitha thetor-

for his firm to make a bigger investment
bet in India? His answer:

But the 'inst[umentality' to convert the
policies into outcome is weak at best.”
Idrew several insights from the cus-
tomer discussions.
® While there are many econoric
level
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iduals prioritise limited economic gains
over national interests, questioning whether fiscal
benefits justify avoidable imports. No fiscal gain,
regardless of its size, can outweigh the value of promoting
domestic industries and protecting local employment

incentive scheme implicitly recognises
this disadvantage.

This leads me to my most important
conclusion.Atop-notch investment cli-
mate or competitive CoGS, which
involve central ministries and depart-
ments, states, and expertise domains
working in “silos”, are complex “sys-
temic”policy outcomes. Our governance
structure was designed primarily to
deliver sectoral outcomes. We have to
rethink the “instrumentality” for exe-
cuting today’s complex multi-sectoral
and multi-domain policies.

Here again, the market can give some

levers,ata

pointers.As every large company knows,

atedbyi k large-scaletransfor cuttingacross
investment climate far more attractive | business units, countries, and functions
and the process easy, t and is tough. Succe key ingredi-
quick. ant”toinvestin ents.First, lead the“root

Indiaahead of other nations and notonly

—— When they have limited
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several options. The board involving central foreign, evaluate propos-

asksushowlongwillittake ministries and als and use comprehen-

v asllyinyears, _departments,states, e el e G

Thailand says theywill do @nd expertise domains (¢,Gs) which combines

it in months. The risk-
adjusted attractiveness of
Indiaisoftenless thanoth-
ers”

To get a fuller sense of
the “system”, as consultants, we also
understand the “internal” customer's
views,which in this case are senior gov-
ernment officials.Aconversation witha
formersecretary ofa ministrywas quite

working in ‘silos’, are
complex 'systemic’
policy outcomes

factor, regulatory, and
social costs with those of
riskand“speed tomarket”.
Policy-driven improve-
ment in one could easily
be offset by weaknesses in others. And
today, unlike three decades ago when the

cause(s)” and do not react to symptoms.
They build consensus among key stake-
holders with different positions. They
take risks, often adopting a de-novo
approachtobreakoutoflegacy thinking.
They create structural ownership,evenif
it means setting up teams outside the

“core”,with clear targets, accountability,
and seniority-cum-decision rights over
resources. The implementation plan
breaksthe“system”objectiveintosmaller
time-bound projects, with close coordi-
nationamongdifferent multi-functional
project teams with cross-linked incen-
tives. Finally, they are metric- and real-
time data-driven. We have to customise
and adopt sucha playbook.

big shift of from
west to east started, CoGS comparison is
not wlth the west but among competing

interesting. easeof doing
business, how many regulations have
been simplified, etc. is not helpful. We
can thump our chests, but the key ques-
tion toaskis that does an entrepreneur,
big or small, find it easy to make invest-
ments (new or brownfield)?” His answer
was no. He added, “We announce lots of
| policies covering jobs in every Budget.

Awitchcraft

BIBEK DEBROY

Chairman, EAC-PM

ping countries. We have to at least
achieve pamy on overall “system” com-
petitiveness.

B Such metrics measure “system per-
formance”. But historically, India’s
industrial policies have individually tar-
geted different parts of the “complex
industrial system” with often indiffer-
ent outcomes. The performance-linked

One of my former inBCG
used to say that you can’t fly overa tall
mountain in the flight path by becom-
ingamore efficient turboprop. You have
to transform into a jet. India faces a
looming artificial intelligence and job-
creation mountain. No doubt, we have
become a more competitive turboprop,
but we need to transform into the jet to
deliver well-paying jobs.

Views are personal

to end biases

For a start, should NCRB reporting be refined,
with a separate category of crime for both
witchcraft and witch-hunting?

1 ASKED A young man if he had heard
of witches. Thanks to Harry Potter, he
had. There were the Salem witch trials
in 1692 and 1693 and witches rou-
tinely feature in films and fiction.
There are the good and wicked witches
of The Wizard of Oz and we read about
witches on broomsticks and their
covens.Our films and fiction often fea-
ture “dayans”.

I asked our young man if he had
heard of Birubala Rabha (she fought
against witch-hunting all her life, was
conferred a Padma Shri in 2021, and
died this year). He hadn’t. That’s under-

for personal ion
its third consecuti: monthlyreadinginJune,upjustO.. Z%from
May. Average hourly earnings were up 3.6% in July from a year earlier, compared

preferred

Indian society has many
slices. In July 2021, the UN Human
Rxghts Council adopted a resoluuon on

with 3.8% in June, consistent with the slowing trend in the second-quarter
Employment Cost Index.

Many economists — including Claudia Sahm her-
self — argue that the Sahm rule doesn’t necessarily
apply this time: Strong labour force growth, rather
than firing, has driven the rise in the unemployment
rate.“Astatistical regularity is what Id call it,” said Fed
Chair Jerome Powell, when asked about the rule.“It’s
notlike an economic rulewhere it’s telling you some-
thing might happen.”

They might be right, but Iwouldn’t base monetary
policy on that assumption. The Sahm rule worked just
fine in the late 1960s and 1970s, when the labour
force was also growing quickly. It reflects a funda-
mental economic process: A deteriorating labour
market tends to be self-reinforcing. Unemployed
people and those worried about theirjob security spend less,which leads busi-
nesses to cut back further on hiring. When the Sahm threshold has been
breached, unemployment has always gone much higher. The smallest trough-
to-peak rise was nearly 2 percentage points.

What, then, should the Fed do? The longer it waits, the greater the potential
for damage: Monetary policy is tight and becoming tighter as price and wage
inflation moderate.It needs to get to neutral. Federal Open Market Committee
members’estimates of the neutral interest rate range between 2.4% and 3.8%
(rd put myselfin the top half of that range). This means there’s along way to go
from the current effective fed funds rate of 5.3%. And if a recession materi-
alises, the Fed will need to go into accommodative territory — to 3% or less.

Animmediate rate cut is in order, but that’s very unlikely.It wouldn’t be con-
sistent with Chair Powell’s deliberative manner,and the Fed rarely makes such
moves outside of its regular policy-making meetings — onlywhen a severe shock
changes the economic outlook dramatically or threatens financial stability.

That brings us to the next policy-making meeting on September 17 and 18.
The Fed could cut by either 25 or 50 basis points, depending on what the eco-
nomic data show between now and then. After that, the path is unclear.It could
bea gradual series of 25-basis-point cuts ending below 4%, ora steeper descent
into stimulus if the Sahm rule holds.

Uncertaintyabout the trajectory of monetary policy will probably remain high
for many months. So prepare for more volatility in stock and bond markets.

BILL
DUDLEY

Bloomberg

of harmful practi
to accusations of witchcraft and ritual
attacks (HPAWR). Through UN, we have
some data on documented HPAWR
(between 2009 and 2019) in 60 coun-
tries. Understandably, many cases go

unreported and und d.Nev-

from Assam, Bihar,and Telangana. The
numbers may have declined a bit. But
we are still at about 100 a year, and
theseare just murders with witchcraft
asamotive.

The word “witch”is gender-neutral,
etymologically,although there is a pop-
ular perception that the male of the
species is wizard (wicca), while the
female isawitch.Ipsita Roy Chakraverti
is a familiar name in some Kolkata cir-
cles.She declared herselfawitch,a good
one (she is also an author). In principle,
witcheraft can be benev-
olent. But in perception
and in practice, it is
dubbed malevolent. The
roots are old. However,
the dubbing as malevo-
lent is used for crimes
against women, not
always leadingto murder.
As a less diabolical
motive, there is lack of

A —————————
Odisha penalises
witch-hunting, but
penalises the
practice of witchcraft
too. Assam and
Rajasthan also punish
alleged witches

Garima, torestore the dignity of women
branded as witches. Assam has Project
Prahari, a community-policing initia-
tive. Should a country aspiring to be a
developed country do more, or should
one hope that the problem will simply
witheraway with time?

One caninvoke the Constitution, the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),and Protection
of Human Rights legislation. But some

ecution, low rates of conviction when
prosecuted, and penalties that are
hardly punitive.

Perhaps more importantly, the
intent of the legislation is not always
clear. Take Odisha as an example. It
penaliseswitch-hunting, but penalises
the practice of witchcraft too. Assam
and Rajasthan also punish alleged
wm:hes Ra]asthanalsopenallsescom—

states have specific legislations — Pre-

ra’s focus

vention of Witch (Daain) Practices Act
(1993) in Bihar; Prevention of Witch
(Daain) Practices Act
(2001) in Jharkhand;
Tonahi Pratadna Nivaran
Act (2005) in Chhattis-
garh; Prevention of Witch
Hunting Act (2013) in
Odisha; Prevention and
Eradication of Human
Sacrifice and other Inhu-
man, Eviland Aghori Prac-
tices and Black Magic Act

educationandj;

ertheless, the total figure is 20,000.We
might think this is an African problem.
Asthe UN compilation shows, that per-
ception isn’t true. The intensity might
be more in Africa. But HPAWR exists in
the US and Europe, and even in India.
The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) has been a standard source of
dataon crimein India. It has a category
on“motives formurder”and mentions
witcheraft. In 2022, therewere 85 such
murders, concentrated in Chhattis-
garh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand,and
Odisha. Inaddition, there are instances

with mental health patients dubbed as
witches,especiallywhen thereis disease
inthe neighbourhood.Asa more diabol-
ical motive, there are widowed and sin-
gle women, with their property being a
target (there arealso examples of child-
less women and young and educated
women who become a threat to vested
local interests). Do you remember the
film Kala Sach, based on a true story?
What do we do about witch-hunting
practices? Depend on the spread of edu-
cation and awareness, or on NGOs and
panchayats? Jharkhand has Project

THE EDITOR

Lessons from
Bangladesh

Apropos of "Tightrope walk” (FE,
August 7), itis indeed a tightrope walk
for India. The developments in
Bangladesh cannot be brushed aside,
and they could impact India in various
aspects. Politically, India is already
seen as an island of democracy in the
ocean of hostile autocracies. Smooth
sailing in economic development is
not to be taken lightly. The events in

Sri Lanka, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Myanmar, and now in Bangladesh
bear a common factor. The economic
woes faced by the public are taken
advantage of by those forces always
waiting to stifle the hopes of
humanity. Bangladesh, in spite of
registering economic growth, could
not ensure inclusive growth and kept
a vast majority away from accessing
the benefits. Such vulnerable victims
can play into the hands of any force.
Therefore, instead of seeing the

(2013) in Maharashtra;
Prevention and Eradication of Inhuman
Evil Practices and Black Magic Act
(2017) in Karnataka; Prevention of
Witch HuntingAct (2015) in Rajasthan;
and Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Pre-
vention and Protection) Act (2015) in
Assam.Notice thevintage of legislation.
Theseareall relatively recent,reflecting
thebelief thata modern country should
have specific legislation to address the
issue. There is no Union legislation,
though a private Bill was introduced in
2016. There are the usual problems
with criminal laws — low rates of pros-

unfortunate developments in
Bangladesh in isolation, the right
lesson should be taken for a positive
move ahead in the interest of all.
—AG Rajmohan, Anantapur

Stock recommendations

Itis regrettable that Sheikh Hasina quit
her post of Bangladesh Prime Minister
facing public fury. She was elected to
the chair and the going was good
until the job quota protests spiralled.
She maintained a good relationship

ison the pracnce of black magic. A col-
umn is not the place to compare and
contrast state-specific laws, except to
point out that they are often like
holdalls, with everything dumped in.
Fora start, should one carefully distin-
guish practice of witchcraft from
witch-hunting? And certainly, for a
start, should NCRB reporting be
refined, with a separate category for
both crimes, not simply murders with
witchcraft as a motive? Should the IPC
(and nowits replacement) have specific
sections on both crimes? More gener-
ally, legislation doesn’t work if it gets
stuckina tardy criminal justice system
without police reforms. Our young
man, with dreams of a developed
nation and hailing from metropolitan
India, may not be aware of a problem
that has plagued parts of our rural soci-
ety for ages. However, it isn’t quite a
matterof pride thatin UN documenta-
tion, India figures in the South Asian
list, along with Nepal. And, to repeat a
point made earlier, this is incomplete
compilation and reporting, The num-
bers are probably higher.

with India and other neighbouring
countries. She crafted draconian laws
to suppress dissent and maintain firm
control. The absence of opposition in
the parliament, the control of media,
and a tendency to surround herself
with cheerleaders insulated her from
public criticism. She failed to realise
that political achievements were no
substitute for civil liberties.

—CK Subramaniam, Navi Mumbai
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A precedent on
antitrust action

What the US court orders in the Google Search
case will be of significant consequence globally

his week's US federal court ruling thiat Google

acted illegally o maintain its online search

monopoly marks 3 pivotal moment inthe

global pushback against the dominance of
tech giants. The judge’s scathing order, labelling
Google a monopolist, paves the way for potential
remedies toaddress this market control. The ruling
wasin a government lawsuir, which highlighted
Google's staggering annual expenditure — $26
billion in 2021 alone — to secure default search
engine status on mobile phones and web browsers,
This strategy effectively marginalised competitors
wlule bolstering Google's position and, in turn, its

ising revenues. Th ‘sdefence,
claiming superior service as the root of its
popularity, failed to convince the coart,

Undeniably. Google Search has been instrumengal
inushering in today's information age, with its verh
stafis a testament to its success. However, like other
tech beh ths, Google allegedly maintained irs
muonopoly throwgh careful corporate decisions,
striking at the heartof free-market principles. The
U5 justice department has sued other major tech
C ies. Amazon faces ace ions of stifling
marketplace sellers, Apple ohreating “a muoat
around its -trnanphune ecusys:ﬂu aruJ Meta ol
acquiring o i threats.
Thesce now wield lleled influence
across all facets of life — from business to culture,

The Google ruling may seta precedent for how
other cases against the other tech giants unfold,
Whatthe federal court orders, as the jurisdiction
where Google is physically located, will be off
significant consequence globally. But, mast
importantly, it serves as a stark indictment of Big
Tech's practives, They have been the vanguard of
technological progress, having created truly
remarkable products and services that transformed
the world. But they also used those early successes
asaspringboard o create an anti-competitive
environment that makes it difficult for tomorrow's
Google, Apple, Amazon or Meta to emerge.

The global regulatory landscape has become
increasingly aware of this, with the EU leading the
charge by fining Big Tech billions of euros. Other
nations, India included. are now mulling over
stricter fair-play laws. This awakening was long
overdue. Moving forward, regulators must rely on a
simple barometer for the market: Is it free and fair?
The challenge lies In t'rnf‘d.ng regulations that foster

ion and combat lies, especially for
tech, where the rate of evalution is often orders of
magnitudes higher than it is in conventional
industry.

What explains the
Bangladesh crisis?

It is necessary to exercise
caution in arriving at
Indo-centric conclusions
without empirical
evidence. We need to
understand the rue
motivations so as to
better be able to prepare
for what may follow

he precise sequence of
ovents leading to Shelkh
Hasina's resignation a4
prime minister (PM) of
Banglaclesh amd depar-
mune for Indin on Angus 5
ity Bt be dailabie, but it appears
o have foiawed the reluctance of the
army to try andd forcibly intordict the
anenming mass of people, as may
hinve been the wish af the PM, This
left no egption far her but to relin-
jsh oficeani;

was hedd und;r exiating rul(s_ the

The main tssue and its abvious

i amy
prople guestioaing iis h;g]umny.
The cconomic performance of the
ECRTIIMEDE Was commendsbie, and
Hlam, wis possed 1o become s
le-irscome country by 226, ils
por capitn Gross Domestic Product
already exceeding [ndia's. Bur the
govermnmant was seen o be restrict-
ive towards press freedom anid the
Weat, In particular. rased questlons
of human tights vielotons, notahly
agatiar the Rapid Action
Hattnlion. There witre chor-
ped of widesprend Comrup-
tion. Fer same time now,
eibservers Wt that the gov-
ernment had distanced
Tsedl fromm the peaple,

I 2005 Hasing inberied Deb
Mukharji

rom the predecessor civil-
Lan government, where te
Jnmast wis 8 partner, o
recard ol henkgn indfer-
ence #o Islamic To

il mot resalution, by the
Judgment by the tird week of July
was Tost sight of in the miasma that
emerged fflowling some unfortunane
remarks from the govermment
Sheikh Hasina’s imphied association
af the protestors o the progeny of
razakers, o moeh-reviled term
applicd to Bengali collaborators of
Pakistanisin 1571, infuriated the poo-
testors, wio constdered rhemselves
citizens of Bangladesh strugging for
A Just caude. A povernment
minister’s thrent tounkoash
the armed cadres of the
Awami League on the pro-
teators was counterprodue-
tve, More than four Jmn
dhred, maostly :uumg"_

hirve been killed so fur in the

The kst decade bas been deseribaed as o
relations This will now require 1o be

the European Union bave drawn
wrgentaiention of the government
tethe artacks luw\g Pl Students
Tave been reparted o be guanding
temples in Diaks, It is not clear veha
e perpetrators are, Following the
200 cleetions, the vielence |pail|sl

Hindus was the

chapter in Ido-Bangladesh
L

empirical evidence. TtEs. for mstance.
A given thal loreign coontries;
Inelading those inimisal o us. will
fish in troubied waters. But it iy be
impradent o conchude that they are
behind the recont students’ mave-
ment, We need to understand the
true ions 5o aa o be able to

Bangladesh Nationalist I‘mp [BNI il
and Tamaal cadres.
W seem o be Tnced with an evaly-
il

better propare for what may follow,
The last decade has been
nrs:nlwd s 0 gobden chaprer in

viotence  that
Bangladesh.
The Diaka Tritum: H.III\E

upnu.- epilsidie "_rhils vas

sl nd lhcrrww

ber eredit, she was successfid in

5 by
the fumily, soek sufety puside Bang-
ladesh. In Nepal, too, in April 2006,
the Teryal Mepal Armmy refissed to fire
on feliow citizens, leading o the
plitical et and eventud abdica-
o of the king

Several Bactors coalescod m reach-
ing the outconye on August 5. The
provions three national elections, in
26, M, and 2014, with virnally
no opposition participation and
charges of manipulation. resulted in
massive victories for the Mumu

Largely g the activithes of
hasdeure Islarses, whibe hobling outl
on ofive branch to moderate cle-
ments. This could not have been
ome with kid ghoves and would have
contributed W charges of human
rlghis infractions.

Iromically, the current agitation
started in June, after the high court
roinstated o guots = mhalished
by the goaerniment in 2008, The lsue
was sub-judice, The primary isswe at
ke wais the 3% quota for the prog-
eny of freedom fighters. In is even-

iy puints at which the crisé could
have been de-cscaluted or resalved.
Saudly, Uhis it happen, and the sit-
untion Just srew worse ind worse, a5
the death ol imstabil-

iny 1 il
m:mm unclear. Imfmnghymnms
statements of the student coordin-
tors, they want a fmdimental
change in governance where there
would be troe democracy, full froe
dam of cxpression, snd surcTacy
wauld hive no possibillity of emeng-
Ingng,mn Hovw ar the aspirations of

Felimians. This will
mm requere to be re-booted. The act-
ing president of the BNP. Targue

i, n exdle ln Lordon, hes in g
message to his countrymen
applauded them, freter afia, for deliv-
wranee From a party that was ‘subsar-
wienl”, oo pnarks for oeseriing whie he
Tind i mind er what path his party

Ity grew, and with it the anger and
unitappiness ol the popukace, uniil
there was no way back.”

Simce Hasina left Bangladesh,
there has been widespread violende
in ke parts of the country. Primary
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Mownmnd Leagne and the Hindu minor-
Ity. Studenit leaders and even the
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Evolving jurisprudence
on live-in relationships
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Mm‘h legal consequences and
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decisiom.

T several cases, the Supreme Court (5C)
has recognised the mutusl rightsof partners
in Bve-In relutionships. A1 e sme me, i
hae alen spelr eut the Hmie of such colarion-
ships that are generally frowned dpon by
Indion sociery, In one such case, the apex

b

e,

ture. A partion of Indin agpears to have
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ety is wirik Farge an every page of s judgment
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I the msin cade, o previously marred
persons in the age group of 40-44 had

W e DV Act
cxpression " the nature of marmage” (indra
v, 23, Well aware of the established
legnl posktion in this regard, the leamed jodge
al the Punjab and Harvana HC decide) the
case Lnder comment on the same Hies.
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Pinned to the mat by rules,
Phogat remains a champion

e nlght before, she has done the
unthinkable— beaten a wrestler who
T been unbeaten since te hegtn

In Janisary 2023, bn an njeecederted giro-
test, India's most decorated athiletes took to
me streets b demand justice fram their own

midest exertad pr
thelr new-found romance and retum home.
Ta escape their wrath, the couple

Sinwar’s shadow on
peace in West Asia

Simwar is now Hamas's sole leader.
He was the chief of its military wing. and has
now been named its political head as well, after
Ismail Haniyeh's assassination. This was not entirely
unexpected, given how Hamas’s leadership bench
has shrunk. Haniven's deputy in the politburo, Saleh
al-Arouri, was killed by Israel on January 2.

MNaming former politburo chair Khaled Meshaal
for the post may have been a pragmatic move —
Meshaul was at the helm when Hamas won the
democratic mandare to govern Gaza, and his status
asaleader-in-exile would howve given him the cover
of being distant from the October 7, 2023 strikes that
triggered the angoing war with [srael, Butlran,
which props up Hamas as a proxy inits “offensive
deterrence” against Israel, could have vetoed this.
Meshaal lost Tehran's trust after he endorsed the
revolt against Syria’s Bashar al-Assad, a key lranian
ally, That cost him Sinwar's trust, too — and any
divergence between the politburo and the milivary
wing, led by Sinwar, would have been disastrous to
Hamas's canse and, indeed. its existence after a war
thatit is suggling to fight. letalone dominate.

With Sinwar asits overlord, Hamas loses its veneer
of being a political outfit concerned with democratic
processes for the Palestinians and becomes a mere
militant organisation. Even though other leaders
were complicit, the Detober 7 attack had Sinwar's
imprint all over it This means getting Tel Aviv to the
table to talk peace, chances of which had anyway
dimmed after Haniyeh's killing and lran’s promise of
retaliation, may now need moving a mountain,

d the HC, claimlig they
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But In the end, when the dections
were declired. even the BIT coald

15 imternational matehes sinee her ok s Siygh o ket o conteet. So.
career kicked off asa junior in 2000, it dhidd the next best thing, It gave itto
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Hh:@al 5 struggles for woll over & year have
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An Oiyimpic medal, she wld Jurmak
I5ts, was her dream. There's o time to Jose.
Shi hos to shave olf three kilos. She has o gel
back on themat. She needs ta ke sure her
kmee won't et her down, And then fnally
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4 billion pravers, Uil the next morning.
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I b st Soor i The scade on which Phogat
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Lagul Seudies, Arrity Uneweraicy.
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[EIP), had been swirling Far a while, Then,
Phesat nlong with India's leading wrestlers,
Inclucing Bajrary Pumin and Sakshi Malik,
decsded tospeakup.
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all the otber girls — givis whi break dowi
impossible barriers and farnily op
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And, yet, in & state ike Haryvana thar hag
produced a dispropordonste number of
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less girls, the name of Vinesh Phognt s
assared a place, medal or not, She has
rerined unbroken, whether it's an ACL wear
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Under overlords

Court ruling on aldermen shows Delhis
vulnerability to Centre’s dominance

e Suprenve Court of India’s verdict hold-
T img thar the Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of
Delhi exercises independent authority
while appointing aldermen 1o the Delbi Munleh-
pal Corporation, underscores the utter vulnera:
bility of the elected Government of the National
Capital Terriory of Delli to central overbordship,
The jucgmet by a three-judge Bench rightly re-
lies an the lerter of the law geverning Centre-Tiel-
hi government relations, as well as earlier judg-
ments that sought 1o strike a balance between the
elected regime and the appointed administrator.
The firsal ouecome of the latest rownd of litigation
is mat surprising, given that Delhi is s Union Terri-
tory, but it raises questions about the relevance
of having an elected Assembly for Delhl, The
Court held that the Lt, Governor's power to ap-
[paint persans with special knowledge in munici-
pal administration is his statsory duty, and is o
ane that he should exercise on the basis of advice
frnm Delhi's Council of Mimsms_ The power is
ion to the ¢ i that
msdwbcs'bmmdbv thie aidl and advice of Del
hi's Council of Ministers on all matters in the
Srate and Concurrent Lists, except for the sub-
Jects of public order, police and land. The Court
has rejected the Delhi government's argument
that municipal administration, heing a State sub-
Jeet, the LG eould mot have acted on his own,
‘Tracing the natare of the appainting power to
the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1937, as
amended in 1992, a law enacted by Parliament,
the Court noted that the Act identifies different
authorities, cach with distinet roles. While d:u_
was w
persons with special knwledge the Sm}.er
could nominate some legistators o serve on the
Corparation by rotation. And that this showed
that It was an independent statutory power. A
Constitution Bench had sought in 2008 m lay
down a framework o svoid escalation of ssues
arising from differences of opinion between the
L4 and the Chief Minister. Such differences, as
well as political acrimony between the ruling
Bharativa Janata Party at the Centre and the Aam
Aadmi Party in Deihi, have been the principal
driving force behind multiple conflicts and legal
tssles over governing DeThl. However, in the ulth-
mate analysis, it is the Centre that enjoys the final
say. As the latest verdict on aldermen shows, the
Constitution allows Parliament power o enact
laws in respect of any matter on which the Delhi
Assembly has jurisdiction, unlike other States
which have an exclusive legislative domain, Par-
lument can alse amend or supersede any law
made by the Tredhi Assembly. As begislative and
executive powers are coextensive, this effectively
means that the Delhi government can be under-
mined i any way the Centre wants.

A case of excesses
Puja Khedlar's entry in civil service calls
into question the recruiment process
E veer one egregious viokition of the male cim

cast shade on the entire process, In what

has emerged as the outlandish tale of Puja
Khedkar, the multiple methods by which she
stepped owside the law would be fantastic, if
they had not been proven true. However, having
il swood owver the eyes of the entire Union Pu
Hlic Service Commission recruitment infrastric-
ture, by conniving and scheming, it isa scene too
chilling for comfort. She claimed mental Hiness,
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The leader who lost touch with Bangladesh

angladesh Prime Minisser Shieikh
Hasini's uncersmoniows exit from
power and the country has been oo

sudden and swift. Many are still trying
o comprehend bow the “lron Lady”, seemingly
in complete contral until the student movement
intensified, could be compelled to step down and
even leave Bangladesh. Not that her leaving the
country has cooled tempers. Far from it
Bangladesh has descended into chaos and
mindless bloodlenting, driven by a wild urge for
vendetta, Ms, Hasina's partymen, religious
minorities, policemen and border guards have

ed, leaving dozens dead and lundreds
Imjured, not o speak of the huge loss of property.
The most worrying part ks the systemnanic atacks
on police stations and the looting of weapons by

elements believed to be religiows radicals.
"There is a strange repeat of history for Sheikh

Hasini, In August 1975, with almost her entire
family , including her graat father, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, dead in a bloody coup, Sheikh Hasina
and sister Rehana had to seek shelter in India.
‘That was made possible on the personal
mtervention of then Indian Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, who shiared a great personal bond with
Shedkh Mujibur Rahman, The only difference is
that in 1975, Ms. Hasina was a housewile and a
daughter of a great keader who had led his people
to freedom, But now, Ms, Hasina has been one of
the world's longest serdng women leaders,
Faving served four full fvevear terms as Prime
Minister.

1 but alse a di
One could easily blame her predicament on stars
and dwell on astrological calculations, but Ms.
Hasina®s fall has happened because of a growing
discomnect with the masses ~ the undoing of
many leaders wha swing towards authorimarian
governance. Ms. Hasina has presided over a
decade of exceptional economie mirnaround for
Bangladesh when the country's per capita
income surged past India’s and there was a huge
boest in mirastructure — ports, roads, rallway
expansian and power gf.nt.'nrlun The cuunlr}fs
Fiuman d

imclica

marked improvement, specially in areas such as
women's education and health. Bangladesh was
closee w0 becoming the workd's top garment
exparter and remittance ncomes surged @ the
diaspora, hopeful of the country's future, sent
mure meney back bome.

The iconic £.15 kilometre bridge on the mighty
Padima river, which Ms. Hasina pushed through

Subir Bhaumik
aveteran BBC
[ournalst and authos.
He has served as
Semsar Editor in the
Dhaka based
benews 24 com)

Shelkh Hasina
presided over
the country's
exceptional
COONOTiC
turmarouncd but
pakd a heavy
price for losing
the mass
connect that
omce propelled
her 1o

high office

sy .

with adesh's own funds, v d i
Trer tme , raksing hope of greater u:ru\ullvm
with 21 dl-cmns and a boost to the counrry’s GDP.
At ene point, Ms. Hasina came o helleve that if
she delivered on development, she could get
awaty with the country's growing democracy
deficit.

Tier detractors blame her for three less than
Eair elections marred by Jarge-sca]r Flging :.ha
did not reflect the gr

ladest's

impacted by this burgeoning corruption and
h by Iur by the l’TN'lD—]Q pandemic.

ly, with 20
nlﬂ!lm\ now jobless I|| a population of 170 millior.
Foreign exrchmxgE reserves have fallen by 4% in
three years, raising apprehensions of
Bangladesh's capacity to pay back loans taken
from mubtilateral o . The value of the

She was also acoused of ruming Bangladesh into
an one-party police stare Jike Hosni Mubaral’s
Egypt, where extra-judicial killings, enforeed
disappearances and the muzzling of the
Opposition by arge-scale arvests, often on
trumped-up charges, became a recurring featre,
I a wity, this democracy deficit affected the
Awami League more than the Gppnsmnu_ With
victory in elections a foregon the

fadesh Taks has dropped 28% this year.
Epirailing inflation and price rise, often attributed
o the growth of ruling party-backed extortion
syndicates who fleece businesses, med the
country into a bailing cauldron waiting for a
trigzer to light up.

A mishandling
That happt:nr:d with the anti-quota protests and
it ing by Ms. Hasina and her inner

Awami League had Jost lJ\: urpgem spot and
promote popular leaders with a strong mass
connect, who were capable of holding the ground
in any crisis such as the cne presented by the
recent anti-quota student profests,

Awamd League's transformation, politics

In Eact, during the last decade, the Awami
League’s leadership character underwent a
‘massive transformation. Once the party of the
poor and the middle class, the Awami League was
beel by icbenlogzically-driven middbe class leaders
respected at the grassroots — teachers,
profossionals and lawyers. But in the last decade,
businesspersons had begun to muscle thelr way
inte the party leadership, bribing their way to
secure nominations for Parliament seats. They
had very little connect with the grasstoots Jet
alone the party's own organbsation, The only way
they could win electhons after securing
nominations through doubeful means was o
erease the palms of the palice and civil
Tureanceacy and hire musclemen 1o help rig the
elections.

Many of these businessmen-turned-politicians
also sullied the party's image with thelr nexus o

ed crime and corruption.

All this while, Sheikh Hasina also came
repose lesser trust in the party obd guard and
turned more and more towards some of these
business pyeooms, Ome of the worst bank
defaulters of the country, zl.-.u accused of
large-scal ylaund Tidvechedt bt
m:Prnne Minister's council of advisers. He
became such an independent power centre that
many began to eall him the ‘depury PM".

coderie, On June 5, the High Court uphek] the
quotas in government jobs, triggering furious
student progests who santed them abolished m
pave the way for a merit-based system. Ms,
Hasina's government had agreed o serap the
quotas in government jobs (56% inall, 30% for
descendunts of 1971 freedom fighters) during the
2018 smdent agitation but a case was Aled
challenging the government's decision. All that
Ms. Hasina had to do was w bring the student
leaders to the table and assure them of
challenging the High Court's decision in the
Supreme Court, which her government ultimarely
did.

Instead, she inirially ignored the protests.
Then, a comument of hers upset the students
when she said: " If not for descendants of
freedom fighters, should we create quotas for
thase of Razakars”, Razakar is a derogarory word
in Bangladesh, denating those who backed the
Pakistan Army's suppression campaign during
the 1971 Liberatlon War. As the movement
Intensified, Ms. Hasina resorted 1o a brutal
crackdown by the police and her own stadent
wing, the Chhatra League. That proved
courterproductive and the siiuation spun out of
control. In the end, Ms. Hasina rund aheavy price
for her arrogance of power, for the mass
conmect that had once propelled her 1o high
office. It is no mean feat for a traditional
housewife to take on her fathers mante after the
assassination of almost ber entire family and
Tring o power a party that had been hadly
demoralised by a bloody 1975 coup. But, in the
end, the loss of that mass connect proved o be
her undoing.

A closer look at beefing up Jammu’s counter-tervor grid

| even inclination of the local population, i.e.,

ar the last couple of years, the Jammu

region has been in the news for all the

wrong reasons, and more so over the last
few months, Security forces have suffered
frreparable losses in thelr pursult of werrorises
who are active - this includes freshly infiltrated
cadres —and, as usual, backed by Pakistan, One
of the major fictors that emergisd as the atiribute
was the weakened eoimrer-termrism grid
resulting from troops from the Jammu region

being re-deployed on the Line of Actual Control
(LACH, following the Galwan incident of lune
2020, In order to tide over this particular
challenge, additional troops, to include Special
Forces teams, have been mducted in the region o
£l the voicl. This daily had a report on this, titled
“around 3,000 Army troops, 300 special forces
inducted into Jammu area”, July 19, 2024),
Recently. news of Assam Ritles troops being

inducted in lhejammu region o strengihen the

and visual impairment, faked a ity cer-
tificate, used a disability certificate o get chosen,
having scored a rank that would have otherwise
put her out of the reckoming. Meanwhile, the hos-
jpital in Pune which issued her a disability certif-
icate said it had certified a 7% locomotor disabii-
ity and that would have been pracrically useless
in gaining concessions, as a higher degree of dis-
abiliy was required to benelit. Considering how
persons with a troe disability must jump through
heaps to merely get the disahility certificarion,
her ease of getting the certificate while faking dis-
ahility, raises the question: are some more equal
than others? She milked the privilege stemming
fronm her father’s position in the civil services 1o
commandeer a series of benefits that she might
have otherwise had no access to, Contributing to
her infamy s ber fabricated OBC certificate; us-
ing multiphe [dentities to write the tests, clairming
falsely that her parents were divorced to over-
eome the creamy laver exclusion criteria. The
scarier fact is thar none of this would hive come
to light had Khedkar not indulged

OrHEer-1 in the region has been
reparted by variows news agencies, electronic
and print. This dafly had a report on this oo -
“CRPF to replace two banalions of Assam Rifles in
Manipur; KukiZo groups oppose the move”,
Auggust 1, 2024), These reports, obviously and
correctly so, highlight the serfousness on the pan
of the government vis-d-vis the increasingly
deteriorating security scenarin in the entire
Jamma region, from Kathua to Poonch and alse
I.hE Llwnzb valley comprising Doda and the

b-regions. However, there ; ]
conmatations 1o inducting toops from outside
the region towards beefing up the
counter-terrorism grid.

Establ
A COURLET rn-rmr deplnym; nt grid emallsunus
and sub-units deployed in 2 manner o d
the likely vulnerable areas that have the potential
o offer terrorists freedom of movement. The
establishment of & grid is based on threat.

oms carried out by the Army hased an

in perks not assigned to her station as a pmhn—
tioner — she installed a beacon on her private lux-
ury sedan and illegally stuck a Maharashtra go-
vernment sticker on it. She will soon receive an
arder cancelling her candidature
It s admittedly not been a good vear for
qualification examinations in the country, with
eontrovershes dogging medical admissions with
NEET LG, NEET PG and the Common University
Entrance Test {CUET) for admission mto central
universities. There is no merst in anguing that she
might be just one aberration, because her excess-
es and those of her parents” have happened as
the UPSC remained completely obBvious and un-
able to detect fraud, This is not excusable. The
governiment now needs o ensure that the entire
competitive examination system receives a tho
rough overhaul. Administrators and systems
nmust net be gullible or unequipped to meet new
chiall thrown up by and emerg-
ing technology, Meanwhile, with this incident as
the peg, the grvermment must cast its eye on the
disahility certification process, making sure that
genuine applicants are Eairly dealt with,
™
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factors such as terrain, vulnerable areas, and

Colonel Shashank
Ranjan

a retined Infantry
officer with
aubstantial
epenience of having
operated in
counter-terrar
aperatisns in the
Jammu region to
include command of
a Rashtriya Rifles
battalion. He teaches
At 0P, Jndal Global
Uriversity, Sonapat,
Haryana

t_‘ﬂlllml AL 10
inclucting troops
from outside the
region. but the
FIVTEES chear
there is a
SEFIONSTIESS [0
handling the
seCurity seenario |

whether the population is supportive or
otherwise. The sub-units, having been deploved
a5 partof the grid, embark on the mission of
huanring for terrorisis by undermking tactical
operations based on psychological aspects such
as people fHendliness,

The knowledge of the terraln amd winning the
hearts and the minds of the people form the hasis
of cperations mentioned above. Given the nature
of the tasks ar hand, the entire process is well
thought through, deliberate and time consuming.
Sub-unit communders gain the confidence of the
people by their operational conduet 5o as i get

the Incal population on their side with the
eventual alm of gaining information on terrorists
whio may be active in the area.

“The challenges

As per the classical teaching of

than merely the mathematics of having an
accretion. These challenges. to a certain extent,
coubd be mitigated if the newly-inducted troops
are superimposed on the already deployed unhs
and sub-unlts rather than belng deployed in an
independent manner. As far as possible, the new
Doy ef troogps in an area should be deployed as
sub-units under the respective leaders, and not in
a plecemenl manner aimed as numerical increase.

Operation Dudhi

Lasthy, vis-d-vis the Assam Rifles unit that is likely
tir be deployed, and as reported in recent media
repons, it s not the first time that Assam Rifles
units are being inducted in Jammu and Kashmir,
In the late 15805 and early 19905, Assam Hifles
units were deploved in the Valley and had
performed gallantly as integral units. The
sticcessful Operation Dudhi, in May 1991, in the
general area of Chowkibal by 7 Assam Rifles is still
as one of the most successful

counter-d ter- ism, the local
popularion is seen divided inm three sub-sets.
One minority sub-set each that supports the stare
and the terrorists, respectively, and a majority
that is, by and large, neutral. The success of
security forces depends on sustaining the support
of the minority that they already have and
winning over the neutral majority, thereby
witning over two-thirds of the local population.
I‘hz imﬂan Army hasbeen mmharmg

Infamry or R.i:.hlnyuR.Lﬂ.ea uml.s, duplu}edm @

opeTations.

The hallmark of Operation Dudhl was that this
was mainly conducted under the commanding
officer of the battalion with his sub-units playing
the mijor role, The major lessons that emenge are
thar commansding officers reed o be trusted and
allewed o control and conduect operations.
However, of late, due to the relatively der:mrdﬂg
Intensity of any
these days tends to g into the mmml of
command beyond the batalion level, thus

grkl The deployed grid in the h

suUpports the counter infiltration deployment on
the Line of Control, forming multl-thered
ArTAngEments,

In the context of additional troops being
Inducted, it i noted that the newly-inducted
troops shall have a challenging task at hand o
orient themselves and setile down in the
respective area of responsibility, In doing so, one
has the inescapable requirements of knowing the
area, knowing the Incal population and, most
importantly, winming them over, It is much more

i ty affecting seamless control,

In & nuitshedl, an additional unit inducted
needs to be deploved and tasked as an integral
body of troops and must be allowed sufficient
time to gain control n the new area, supported
lu_n,- the a:xlslmg command structure of

against a bcal
distribution and dEpIuymem that is bound mw he
counter productive. It has to be realised that the
security forces are in this for s long haul, and
expecting snap cutcomes will be detrimental in
all respects,

LETTERS TO THE

DITOR

Bangladesh, the lessons parties, should be taken Torturous path at its corporate office in to and explore the features custemers. The option of
Without wanting to blame into confidence. Draconian It is very hard to visualise Chennai. In response to a in the apg. A pop up self-registration will also be
the present regime, many pieces of legislation should the kind of agony Indian letter by a reader on the message has been placed in | enabled sharthy.
lessons have to be learned b repealed. They are warman wrestier Vinesh bank's apps, ‘IndSMART' the existing 'IndDASIS" app The Bank looks forward to
from the unfortunate tum of | anachronistic and have no Phogat must be undergoing | and ‘Ind0ASIS” | Letters to to prompt an upgrade to feedback. The bank would
events in Ban; place in & functioning nows. But | was shacked to the Editor, The Hindu, the 'IndSMART" app by alsa like to assure its
Democracy does not end demecracy, Theve shoukd be | leam about the self-inflicted  August 5], Indian Bank downloading it from the «customers that it will
with elections; it starts at alarger space for dissent, torture athletes undertake would ke te assure its PlaystorefApp stose. The continue o keep them
this peint. There should be The events in Bangladesh in their quast to victary, customers that it takes their | bank’s call centre t2am has informed about new
an element of inclusiveness are relevant for our orchestrated by the concems seriously — as been reaching out to functionalities or
i one's functioning, thinking, These are #| accompanying team. expressed in the letter. The customers, and there has Imprevements made te the
Depriving a section of sommbre lessons that would . Ramani, new mobile app, been a positive response, app that will enhance their
society is not democracy. In | lead towards a better Chennai "IndSMART', is an achanced The 'IndCASIS' app remains | banking experience.
Bangladesh, & section of the | demoeracy, They sheuld not wersion of the ‘nd0asis' aetive. The facility far Pavan Kumar Saxena,
shudents wac kept out whan | be anly the concem of the Bank's mobile app app. Custamers are belng regstration with ‘IndSMART' | Chenna
they were unemployed, Extarnal Adfairs Ministry and | 1 write this letter & the notified through SMS, is available through OF and | | o s Te
which created intolerance the Home Ministry. Assistant General Manager, Whatshpg, and the bank's Is enabled at the hank's Ieters@thehindu co.in
All sectinns of saciety, M.G.R. Prasad, Corporate Communications | social media channels, branches, ensuring the mist carry the full pastal
Including the Opposition Chennal Department, Indian Bank, requesting them ta switch safety and convenience of address,
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Court shifts the tide on stray dog policy

“ nder all
clrcumstanies,
U there cannot be
any indiscriminate

Killings of canines and the
authorities have to take action in
terms of the mandate and spirit of
the prevalent legislations in place.”

‘With this line, the
Supreme Court of India brought (o
an end a 15-year-old case titled
Animal Welfare Board of India &
Ay Versus People for Elimination
of Stray Tronides & Ors, also
Imewvn as the All India Stray Dogs
case of AWBI vs PEST. The last
hearing was held on May 9 this
year when the judgment was
reserved. Since then, all dog lovers
dand regrettably, all dog haters)
have been waiting with bated
hreath for the final judgment. That
fndgment came cut on July 12 and
‘has been cheered in same circles
and criticised in others.

The case centred on whether
mumicipal and local suthordties
can wantonly kill stray dogs to
reduce the sray dog population,
eradicate rabies, and prevem
iman-animal conflict, or whether
locil bocies must follow the Wok]
Health Osganization
(WHO)-backed scientific approach
ul sterilisation, which achieves
these abjectives.

Legally speaking, the matter
was framed as a bartde of
supremacy between State and
Municipal laws, which authorise
the killing of stray dogs
teuphemistically referred o as
culling} as opposed i the Central
law {Prevention of Croelty to
Animals (CA) Act, 1960, and the
Animal Birth Control (ARC) Ruiles,
20013, which mandates that killing
is sarictly prohibited and, the only
recourse i the scientific solution
al sterilisation.

Final mandate

These State and Municipal laws
permitting the killing of stray dogs
were challenged in various High
Courts. The High Courts of
Bombay, Karnataka, and Himachal
Pradesh ruled that local
authorities have discretionary
powvers to kil steay dogs and are

ot bound by the | of

e

Cruedty 1 Anbmals Act, 1960, On
the other hand, the Kerala High
Court rifled thae local bodies
possess no such discretionary

very schentifically backed

Judament, the Supreme Court
ended this maner. The dog haters,
or to put it politely the

A call for transparency and reform

Chiel Minister criticises the AL, excise policy, calling it the biggest scam

STATE OF PLAY

Sambasiva Rao. M

sanshasvarso mathehinds coln

he recent white paper

on the excise policy of

Andhra Pradesh, pre-
sented by Chief Minister N
Chandrahata Naid Hishlizh

o mEls and, that they are puided  cynophobes, can certainly go to
Perctesl Bllbmorta E:, .. which penalises thie High Coutts and file writ
Senior Advocate and cruelt) [iF irmls, specifically petitions praying for the striking
Tounder of Al canines. All these judgments were | down of the new Central Andmal
Lreatures Great and appealed and came to a head in Birth Contrel Rules, 2023, But the
Shus Aal the Supreme Court, which then estion is what good would that
) issued notices to all the States and 2 1 killing all the stray dogﬂhe

Union Territaries in 2005, raking panacea that we are

the case to a pan-India level. deliver us from all enls? S|:|Ence

The denowemen: of this case certainly does mot back the claim

was reached when the inal order hat killing helps reduce the

was uploaded on the Supreme population.

A - Court'’s website. The Supreme WHY's Expert Consultation on
Siddhartha K Court kaid down that since the Rabies, which met in Geneva in
Garg inception of the case, a lot of October 2004, in s technical
Advocate and founder | WELEF has flown under the hridae report endorses the sterilisation
of Anget Trust Animal and, specifically, there has been a programme by stating that it is the

NGO change in the legislathve Tandscape | only effective and humane

with the notification of the new
ABC Rules, 2003 under the
Prevention of Cruelty w Animals

method of controlling stray dog
populations
A 20M report commissioned by

Act, 1960, These two pleces of the Bombay Municipal
legislation mandate thar wanson Corporation stated that

by municipalities is sterilization is the only sclentific
prohibited and that sterilisation humane solution. The same

st be fallowed, The Supreme
Court then stated that any parties
with ssues regarding these new
laws can challenge them in the
relevant High Courts. In the
meantime, the governing law of
the kand remains the Central law
(PCA Act 1960 and ABC Rules,
2003y, which prohibits the killing
of stray dogs by local austhorities

corparation in a 1994 circular
admitted that killing strays does
not affect the population.

In this circular, the Boambay
Municipality admitted to killing
abeut 4.5 lakh stray dogs between
1984 and 1994 and spent more
than T2 crore. But whit takes the
cake s that, despite no evidence
o prove the efficacy of killing and

nr municipalites. evidence to the contrary, the same
Borhay Mundcipal Corparation
‘Duty of every citizen' approgched the Supreme Court
The coart then capped off this seeking pernmssion to kill stray
Judgmeent with these sirring lines: | dogs in this case,
“Compassion to all living beings, & One can only hope that the
ek i the enshrined Constitutional value  spirit of scientific temper and
ch 3 and mandate, and cast obhigation humanism, as enshrined in the
AN, on the authorities to maintain,” fimdamental dury in cur
unscientific and | This rofers o Article SIAG0 of the | Gonstitugion under Article StAd),
barbaric Constitution of India, which deals imbuies frself in the minds of our
methods such as | with the fundamental duties of the | cltizens.
the killing of citizens and states: "1t shall be the W must cschew unscientific
strav doss in duty of every citizen of India and barbaric methods such as the
Fivowr o the protect and improve the nanral Killing of stray dogs in favour of

scicatific
approach, which

environment including forests,
lakes, rivers, and wildlife and to
have mmp:saan for living

the scientific approach, which isa
win-win for everyone, We
domesticated stray dogs around

15 a winawin for
cvervone

creatures.”
With such a positive and

10,000 years ago and let us not let
them or oursebves down.

a plethora of fssues that have
allegedly arisen under the pre-
vious .5, Jagan Mohan Reddy
admlmslr.llhu between 2019

lhe document  revealed
muimeronus faws and nconsis-
tencies leading to significant
economic and social repercis-
sions, While terming it the ‘big-
gest scam’, Mr. Naidu an-
nourced that the government
would order a thorowgh probe
by the Andhra Pradesh Crime
Investigation Department and
refler it to the Entorcement Di-
rectorate (ED).

The white paper starts by
detailing the promises mide
by Mr. Jagan during his 2009
meneral election campaign re-
warding the reduction of liguor
outlets and & phased approach
to limiting sales to five-star ho-
tels, However, the reality stark-
ly contrasts these promises,

The assumption that in-
creasing llquor prices would
reduee consumption and im-
prove the quality of life is
another flawed aspect of the
policy. Despite freguent price
hikes, this as: N WaS ROt
properly anabysed, leading to
increased crime rates, black
marketing, and beotlegging,
Mr. Maidu informed.

The white paper outlines
several orders thar introduced
various tax rates and changes,
creating market instzbility and
comfusion. For instance, the le
vy of the Additicnal Retail Fx-
cise Tax in 2019 and subse-
quent modifications led o an
increase in smuggling and illi-
it ligquar distillathon. The sig

nificant difference in fguor
prices between Andhra Pra-
desh and neighbouring States
cmubdm:lmcsnsmcs

The §

multinarional
companies  and  national
brands have faced discriming-
tion, with their market shares
plummeting from 53.21% m
HOUB-1 to just 5.25% in 2023
24. In contrast, local suppliers
saw a significant increase in
their market share, raising
questions about the integrity
and Fairness of the procure:
MEnt process,

The removal of low-priced
lguor brands, which served
the low-income sections of the
populmn is another issue.

ded to the

Bureaw, created to control ille-
gal liquor activities, Failed m
arhieve its ohjectives. Despite
the restructuring effors, the
lack of coordination among
authorities led to confusion
and poor performance,

The policy's economic im-
pact has been severe, with sig:
nificant revenue gaps com:
pared to neighbouring States,
In Telangana, the gap amount-
ed 0 T42TRLIS crome for 2009
24 and $84,186.70 crore for
200419 This gap indicates a
severe Joss of potential reve-
nue, In addition, the revenue
foregone was  estimated s
8,860 crore for 201924, The
revere loss is attributed to the
paolicy's failure to curb illegal B-
quor productian and smug
gling, as well as the misman-
agement of the gquor markel.

The decline in Indian Made
Forelgn Liguor (IMFL) sales
villumes further iliustrates the
policy’s failure, The IMFL sale
volume gap with Telangana for
201821 was minus 324,96 kakh
cases, contrast o the posithe
gap of 1341 lakh cases for
200419,

The white paper also expos
es a disturbing trend m’ pm[e
rential trestment and alleged
corruption, The manual and
discretionary  procurement

Mr. Jagan

:ulqwrmns by explaining that
his policy aimed o protect
consumer health by Increasing
prices and reducing sales val-
ume. He also maintained thar
the YSRCP government, in the
past five years, did not intro-
duce a single distillery, adding
that Mr. Naidu, during his 14
Wears previols tenure, permit-
ted 14 our of around 20 distl-
lertes. He also sald that his go-
vernment did not albow any
beh  shops  (unauthorised
shops), which existed till 2019,
and ensured that liquor was
sold only by the government
outlets. Regarding the change
in the low-priced brands, he
sald that all brands were pro-
wided by the same distilleries,
and they changed the brand
names to  attract  the
CONSHIETS.

The white paper on excise
policy highlights the need for
urgent reform and proper in-
quiry nto the alleged scam. To
restore public trust and ensure
the policy's success, the Staze
HBOVEFIITED mAUst commit (o
transparency and consistency
I poliey formulation and im-
plementation. They should al-
so conduct thorough econom-
ic and social impact analyses
hefore introducing new poli-
cies and eliminate manual and

procedures have ked 1o the
nopolisation of the liquor sup-
ply chain by local entities. Ma-

procedures in favour of man-
sparent. automated systems.

Tribal vote trends reshape LS election results

<odi shows a broader trend in the 2024 Lok Sabha election. where tribal votes shifted si

DATA POINT

Jvoti Mishra

rivanki Jarkiholi, a tribal

woman, made history in

the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Not enly did she win as a Con-
gress candidate from the unre
served Chikkodi Lok Sabha seat in
the Belgavi district in Karnataka,
but she also became ene of the
yourgest parliamentarians in -
dia. She secured 51.2% of the votes,
defeating the incumbent MP and
BIP candidate, Annasaheb Jolke by
amargin of a litthe more than seven
per cent votes [Actuzl vote count).

Chikkudi is a non-reserved seat
with a iribal population of anly five
per cent, about 15% Dulit popula-
tion, and nearly 0% Muslim vo-
ters. The constituency has a large
propartion of OBEC and wpger caste
wisters. In a constituency with such
demographics, securing 5% voles
for a candidate from a tribal com-
munity especiatly - a woman -
against a candidate from the domi-
mant Lingayat community is a re-
markable achisvement, The votes
jpolled by Ms. Jarkibofli indicate thar
she garnered significant support
fromm a broad cross-section of com-
munities, not just the Adivasi
COTMIMUELY.

Several prominent tribal leaders
were ebected 1o the 18th Lok Salda,
including Jasvantsinh Sumanbhai
Bhabhor from Dehod in Gujarat,
Farbhubhai Nagarbhai Vasava,
from Bardoli Lok sabha consti-
tuency in Gujaral, Faggan Singh
Kulaste from Mandla Lok Sabla
constituency in Madhya Pradesh,
Jual Oram from Sundargarh Lok
Sabha seat in Odisha and Murari
Lal Meena from Davsa Lok Sablha
seat in Rajasthan, These MPs, re-
presenting variows States and par
ties, were elected from ST reserved
eonstituencles. Against this hack-
drop, it is important to amalyse the
tribal factor in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election. Did the tribal vote over-
whelmingly in Bavour of one party,

c: ﬁ

or was it more Iragmented across
different parties?

Out of 47 Lok Sabha seats re-
served for tribals, the BIP won 25
sears, six seats less compared o
D014, Its vore share remained more
o s the seme, Le. 426% in the
2019 and 2024 Lok Sabha elec
tions. Meanwhile, the Congress
gained both n terms of votes and
seats compared to the 2019 Lok
Sablia election. The Congress
polled 30.1% votes in 2024, nearly
L5 points higher compared to is
vees share in 2009, Compared s
tally of four ST reserved seats in
2019, the Congress won 12 ST re-
served seats in 2024, These gains
came at the expense of the BJP,
which lost six seats, and other re-
whonal parties which altogether lost
five of thee 8T reserved seats (Table
i

The Congress indeed made
gains among ST reserved seats
both in terms of seats and votes,
but these gains were not unifirm
across all States. In some States,
the Congress recelved more votes
amongst tribal voters compared 1o
its rivals, but in others, it was less
popuilar among tribal vorers,

Findings from the post-poll Sur-
vey conducted by CSDS-Lokniti -
dicate, that tribal votes were large-
ly in favour of the Congress in
States lile J&K, Goa, Mabarashtra
and Chhattiggarh. In several States,
tribal votes were evenly split bet-
ween the Comgress and the BIP. For
example, in Guiarat, boch parties
received 49% of the tribal votes,
and the same was the case in Litta-
rakhand and fharkhand. However,
in States like Andhra Pradesh, As-
sam, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
(disha, Rajasthan and West Ben
al, the tribal vote was tilted in fa-
vour of the BJF, and, in Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal, there
wats slgmificant support for the BIP
amongst the tribal voters (Table
).

Sary Kinear i Professor aoi co direcion,

Parbhabiha
TS L kit Fovson S
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Breaking down the ST vote

Talbes L and 2 are based on election results from the Election Commission, Table 3 is based on the national slection
study 2024 conductad by the C5DS-Lokniti
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Paper distribution: Govt’s

Mew Delhl, August 7: The government will
regulate the use of white printing paper by

s
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T
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Table 2: The table shows the performance of alliances in 5T reserved
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Table 3: The toble shows how tribel voters voted in

2024 Lok Sa0ha election
State

ST, the B won 25 seais
wohich is f sents fers
compand to s tally of
ST reserved seots in 2013

Proportion | INDIA | NDA | Others
dvihf |

newspapers and evolee & policy of rational
distribution of paper w printers and publishers
shortly.

‘This assurance was given to the Rajva Sabha
to-dlay by the Industrial Development Minister,
Mr. C. Subramaniam, during the discussion on a
calling sttention motion on the acute shortage of
paper and Its soaring prices,

The Gavernment could not impose a ban on
the use of white printing paper by newspapers
becanse of certain legal problems. But some sort
of control on the use of white printing paper by
neuspapers was being examined, the Minister

Ml Subramaniam hoped tha hoarding and
blaclmarkeging in white printing paper would
end after a rational distribution system was
Introduced, He said the price of white printing
paper fixed at Bs 2,750 a tonne woukd be
maintained. As for prices of other varieties of
paper, astudy of the eost of production in the
paper industry was being made, he added.

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indirs Gandhi, has
written to all Central Ministries to economise
the use of paper because of the cum'nt

ok Al

shartage, Mr.

were now trying to ensure that the minimam

amount of white printing paper was used.
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f.nk Sabho mr_lud\ng Jagvantunh Bhabher from Dohod In Elqnml.

Mairobd, August 7;

= Post poll survay firdlgs ndicote tart nb! vates

Ockish

eiy in fvaur of the Cangrrs i1 Ste fike

LK, Goa,

Ehatisgarh

Mr. Subramaniam said about 30, 000 tonnes
of paper for the educational sector has been
allotted o the States in the past two months. He
said the Government had now asked the paper
inddustry to manufacture two lakh tonpes of
white printing paper for distribution to the
educational sector and the Government,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 8 1924

Farthquakes in Kenya.

Earth tremars felt in Kenya

became severe shocks in the northern districes
of Samburn and Turkana, where natives report a
large meteor has fallen. Tribesmen are hringing
eattle to the south for water because the
comvulsion split the Turkana and Sugula rivers
at their juncoure into three extensive gullies,
Water in each is now hit and undrinkable. The

bsion also filled the
with hot boulders.
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‘WORDLY WISE
GOLD MEDALS AREN'T REALLY MADE OF GOLD.
THEY'RE MADE OF SWEAT, DETERMINATION, AND A
HARD-TO-FIND ALLOY CALLED GUTS. — DaN GABLE

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By =
RaMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BRIGHTER THAN GOLD

Vinesh Phogat has lost out on the medal. But she remains an
inspiration, by not settling for less, getting up after every fall

HERE COULD BE a Sisyphean parallel to the Vinesh Phogat story. A day after

she beat the seemingly invincible Yui Susaki in the 50kg freestyle wrestling

category and reached the Olympics final, her disqualification for having gained

marginally over the permissible weight ahead of the finals — as per rule,
wrestlers have to stay within their weight category on both days of the competition —
seems to be the story of a tragic figure felled by fates bigger than her. But tragedy has
never been Phogat’s genre. Over and over again, through arollercoaster of a career, Phogat
has been persistent in her refusal to be typecast as a tragic figure. Not for her the quiet res-
lgnauon of styphus but the courage of the Herculean. And so, as the Indian Olympic
mid the there burns a steady
belief in Phogat's resilience and her resurrection.

At 29, though, in what is all but certain to be her last Olympics, the death of a dream
rankles. Phogat’s familiarity with heartbreak runs deep. At the 2016 Rio Olympics, her
medal dream crashlanded after a debilitating knee injury on the mat. Tokyo 2021 dealt
her a shock exit and a bewilderment made worse by the relentless accusations by the
very authorities meant to nurture athletes like her. In their eyes, she was a “khota sikka",
an under-performer. Only, they had misjudged. Headstrong, outspoken, the one thing
that Phogat has steadfastly refused to be is a quitter, on the mat or off it. She has fought
against injuries and obstacles, depression and self-doubt, but most of all, against an un-
responsive system invisiblising its women and their calls for justice. A year before the
Olympics, when her international colleagues were preparing for Paris, Phogat, Sakshi
Malik and Bajrang Punia were out on the streets of the Capital, waging a lonely protest
agalnst Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, then head of Wrestling Federation of India, amid al-

‘prolonged sexual of women wrestlers. The image of Vinesh and
Sangeeta Phogat, decorated athletes, pinned to the ground by the police before being de-
tained, is one that is unlikely to ebb soon from public memory. The fights her opponents
getintoare on the mat, governed by a strict set of rules, some of which have now stripped
Phogat of a medal. In taking on Singh, an influential member of the BJP, Phogat had
launched herself into a street fight with no rules, one that was already skewed against her.

For all the slogans of “nari shakti” and women-led development, India still remains a
country that largely expects its women to be “good” in a patriarchal sense of the term —
docile, unquestioning and subservient — content to be beneficiaries than equals. It is
‘women such as Phogat who show the possibilities of not settling for less, of holding on
when everyone else has given up, getting up after every fall, no matter how hard or how
bruising itis. Amedal might have eluded Phogat at the Olympics, but in her courage and
her grit, Vinesh Phogat is a champion for all seasons, burnished brighter than gold.

A WELCOME EASING

Taxpayers can now avail indexation benefit on sale of property.
Review of IT Act must address areas of disputes
NTHEUNION Budget 2024-25, Finance Minister Nirmala Sif ed
areview of the Income Tax Act, 1961. The rationale for this exercise was straight-
forward — to make the Act simpler to “read and understand”, thus helping bring
down tax disputes and consequent litigation. The budget took a step in this direc-
tion by proposing simplification of andc ion,
among others. There was a need to reexamine the capital gains tax framework consider-
ing the differences in both the tax rates as well as the holding periods for determination
of long-term gains across asset classes such as equities, debt, real estate etc. The budget
had proposed levying atax of 12.5 per cent on long-term capital gains on all financial and
non-fi nancnal assels However, it also proposed to eliminate the benefit of indexation
that property, gold and unlisted for the p fes-
timating long-term capital gains. While this was done to “ease computation of capital
gains for the taxpayer and the tax administration”, the proposal was met with wide-
spread criticism. After first defending the proposal on grounds that the lower tax rate of
12.5 per cent, from 20 per cent, compensates for the removal of the indexation benefit,
the government has now changed tack, heeding the concerns of taxpayers.

Taxpayers now have the option to pay long-term capital gains tax of 20 per cent with
indexation benefits on the sale of a property that has been acquired before July 23,2024.
Indexation refers to the adjustment of the purchase price of an asset based on the rate of
inflation over the period that it has been held by the investor. With this option now avail-
able, all purchases before the d. f the budget ion have been

er mighty heart

Vinesh Phogat has an arc, will deal with this shock. Rest
of us have lessons to learn from a dream cut short

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

SHETOOK DOWN someone who had never
been defeated. She reached a peak no
wrestler had climbed. And just when it
seemed she was staring at a sliver of gold at
the end of a dark tunnel, she was felled by a
rule that had never been this cruel to any
Olympian. This was the first Vinesh Phogat
didn'tdeserve.

‘What was to be the most inspiring mo-
ment for Indian sports — a woman repeat-
edly undermined by the system becoming
the country’s first female gold medal win-
ner — turned out to be a day of mourning.
Sports picked the mostinopportune time to
showecase its flip side to the world. At an
event where athletes were climbing podi-
umsevery hour, experiencing indescribable
joy, there was a gloomy corner in Paris
‘where a 29-year-old was dealing withagut-
wrenching disqualification.

Phogat had the will and the heart to take
on the five-time BJP MP and Indian wrestling
supremo Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and
compel the court to hear charges of sexual
harassment against him. On the mat, she
had the resolve to stun the so-far-unbeat-
able Japanese wrestler Yui Susaki.

It would be tempting to burn the rule
book, tell the officials to have a heart, ques-
tion the fairness of the world or moan at the
cruelty of fate. But that ship has sailed, it
wouldn’t help. Outrage, at best, can be
cathartic. The fact is the 50kg Olympic
podium wouldn’t have Phogat. The reason:
She weighed more than others. By how
much? Walk to your dining table, lift the
salt-sprinkler, to get an idea. Take a pinch
from it and gulp down a glass of water to
push the lump down your throat.

Indays to come, the world will move on.
‘We might get busy celebrating a javelin
medal or hockey’s sparkling consistency.
Phogat, too, is sure to get sympathy. She will
be called for felicitation functions and may
even get cash awards. She would be made
tofeel likeawinner. But there are lessons to
learn from Paris, a few for the athletes, many
for the high and mighty.

First, about Phogat. If there is anyone in

It would be tempting to burn
the rule book, tell the officials
to have a heart, question the
fairness of the world or moan
at the cruelty of fate. But that
ship has sailed, it wouldn't
help. Outrage, at best, can be
cathartic. The fact is the 50kg
Olympic podium wouldn’t
have Phogat. The reason: She
weighed more than others. By
how much? Walk to your
dining table, lift the salt-
sprinkler, to get an idea. Take
apinch from it and gulp
down a glass of water to push
the lump down your throat.

Indian sports equipped to deal with this
shock, it has to be her. When she was nine,
her father was shot dead by someone who is
said at her village to be a mentally disturbed
relative just outside the front door of their
home. That day, Phogat would later say, her
mother, a young widow, lost the right to
smile. But she did raise a gutsy daughter
who wouldn't get intimidated by anything.
Growing up, her cousins, living at a
stone’s throw from her home in Balali in
Haryana, were the more famous Phogats.
They were the wrestling royalty, they had a
‘movie made on them. As a junior, she was, at
best, the fourth Phogat. But a fearless girl
with big dreams wasn’t born to be a side
story. The Vinesh story is more layered as
her hurdles were far higher than those of her
sisters. Dangal 2, if it's ever made, will not be
aGreek tragedy, it will be a feel-good story.
1t's unlikely to have a podium finish at the
end but then Phogat, after Paris, is perched
higher than what an Olympic medal would
liftyou to.
Phogat has in her what most Indian
lack. She has the courage and
conviction to take on the system and not
care about es. Even in the com-

and anger of Phogat. There was no one who
wanted this medal so desperately. In one of
her many defiant interviews, during her
fightagainst Singh, she had said: “I will look
him (Singh) in the eye and medal leke aoongi
main, tu dekh (I will bringa medal, you see).”
The medal might have been missed but a
very important point has been made.

By reaching the gold medal round,
Phogat how nment
and sports officials know about the nation’s
sportingicons. When she had raised the im-
portance of women's safety at sporting are-
nas, she was dismissed as a seasonal slogan-
raiser trying to blackmail the federation into
agreeing to her demands. They weren't even
moved by the graphic details of sexual abuse
inthe police complaint filed by the country’s
elite wrestlers. She was labelled a “has-been”,
dismissed as “khota sikka”. They would plant
stories against her. “She didn’t want to attend
the trial, she is scared of young wrestlers”,
“This is politically motivated” — they would
tell their media friends. How wrong they
were about the only woman in the world to
beat the great Susaki.

Phogat s dream run, until it took the

ish turn, had cast the focus on those

pany of taller, bigger male wrestlers, Vinesh
would stand out because of the fire in her
eyes. In those high-pressure Jantar Mantar
street-fighting days, she was the one with
the strongest spine and resolve. There were
times when others would talk about find-
ingamiddle-path but Phogat's anger would
prove to be a deal-breaker.

‘Those covering her Olympic marchat the
Paris wrestling halls talk about the same
rage when she took on the best in the world.
After winning a bout, she wouldn't wait for
applause or appreciation. With blazing red
eyes, breathing heavily, she would walk in-
side the tunnel.

The wrestler from Haryana had system-
atically channeled her anger. Her opponents
didn'tknow what hit them. Susaki had never
lost, but against Phogat she did. Maybe, it's
because the Japanese legend had never been
up against an opponent who had the angst

when
them most. There have been memes, a sad
anticipation of what they will say now.
Tragically, there are totally unsubstantiated
whispers about the possibility of a conspir-
acy by an insider. It's an unhealthy Us vs
Them atmosphere where a win is seen as a
vindicationand nota collective celebration of
asporting ecosystem. This is not ideal for a
nation with dreams of hosting the Olympics
and climbing high in the medals tally.

Phogat was able to take her personal rage
to the mat and succeed as a wrestler, now
she faces a tougher task. She would now
need to get over her Olympic hurtand move
on. She might have been denied the silver
but she will always be remembered as the
one who was neither intimidated by Singh,
nor ruffled by Susaki.

sandeep.dwivedi@expressindia.com

POLICING PIETY

Proposed amendment to Waqf Act circumscribes charity, hinders autonomy

M R SHAMSHAD

THE CONCEPT OF Waqf emanates from
Islamic Itisnota

ligation, but a form of religious charity. While
creating aWaqf, a believer dedicates his self-
acquired orinherited movable orimmovable
property in the name of God and states that
the benefits from such properties are to be
used for objectives in consonance with the
Islamic understanding of charity. Other reli-
gions have similar provisions, with endow-
ments and charitable trusts, and properties
dedicated to deities. Like Wlth Wagfs, the na-

Investors, though, can also choose the option proposed in the budget of paying a lower
tax rate of 12.5 per cent, but, without availing the indexation benefit. This framework
now provides investors the option of being able to select the tax structure which leads to
alower tax liability for them.

Over the years, the government has taken steps to ease the burden on ordinary tax-
payers. For instance, in order to reduce tax uncertainty and disputes, the recent budget
has said that an assessment can only be reopened beyond three years if the “escaped in-
come” is Rs 50 lakh or more. But, more needs to be done. The review of the T Act, which
is to be completed in six months, should toad-
dress the areas of disputes.

AN HOUR TO DO NOTHING

As the Moon drifts away from the Earth, there might be an
extra hour in the day. Don't lose it to productivity

HERE IS Alament among the chronically busy, a cliché really, that “there aren’t
enough hours in the day”. As it turns out, the 24-hour limit isn’t going to be
around forever. Astudy conducted by scientists at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison has found that as the Moon drifts away from the Earth, slowly but
surely, it willimpact the latter’s rotation. In effect, millions of years from now, there will be
a25-hourday. i hy i i for the trees.

Anextrahouradayis, if anything, atemporal tonic that most people deserve — in fact,
need. In an era where plutocrats and tech bros speak casually of 70-hour work weeks,
when is the worker — whether his collar is blue or white — meant to just be? Even with
the more usual eight-hour day, it's not as though there is a neat division between work
and non-work.It's not just the emails and calls from the overbearing manager. There are
children to be taken care of, relationships to be worked on, parents who may need look-
ing after. And as everyone who runs a house knows, there is nary a Sunday when some
crucial appliance doesn’t break down and requires either repair or servicing. An extra
hour, then, may well be swallowed up. But it need not be.

Long ago, Virginia Woolf wrote, “A woman must have money and a room of her own
if she is to write fiction.” Perhaps it's time to add (hata ‘woman — and even some men —
need an hour justbe( [¢ demons).Of course,
the day doesn’t need an extra hour for that. Just a more flexible cult of productivity.

ture of the ications i

BKMukherjea, the fourth Chief Justice of
India, said that such charitable institutions
(Wagqf included) are essential to human ex-
istence and not exclusive to any community
orsetof people. He said that “solong as feel-
ings of piety and benevolence have an abid-
ing place in the human heart, they must find
expression in religious and charitable gifts,
and ‘law’, which is a means to serve social
ends, has got to provide for their regulation
and control, in order that the object of the
donor might be achieved. This is how reli-
gious and charitable trusts came into exis-
tence in almost all systems of civilised law.”

The statute for Wagf has a long history,
which culminated in the Wagf Act of 1995
withasubstantiveamendmentin2013.The
central government has now proposed a
substantive amendment in the existing
statutory regulation. From a reading of the

draft Wagf (Amendment) Bill, it would ap-
pear that the government has forgotten that
‘Wagf properties are the private and self-ac-
quired properties of the followers of Islam,
except those which non-Muslims may have
donated. They are not public properties, nor
have they been acqumzd using public funds.
Inthis bacl mustre-

“wagqf by user”, which is the most common
practice around the world. We have already
seen innumerable Muslim graveyards and
dedicated properties being taken over by the
local residents because they were not used
for wagf purposes for some time.

The amendments reflect the presump-
tion that land has been taken

From a reading of the draft
‘Wagf (Amendment) Bill, it
would appear that the
government has forgotten
that Waqf properties are the
private and self-acquired
properties of the followers of
Islam, except those which
non-Muslims may have
donated. They are not public
properties, nor have they
been acquired using public
funds. In this background,
the government must realise
that its control over
administration,
management and further
creation of new Wagfs has to
be minimal.

alise that its control over administration,
management and further creation of new
Wagqfs has to be minimal.

‘The proposed amendments seek to facil-
itate interference from “government organ-
isations” in Waqf properties. This is not just
anegregious violation of the rights of Muslim
citizens but also of Article 26 of the
Constitution, which protects the properties
of religious denominations from take over.
Making the district collector the arbiter of
whethera property is Waqf property or gov-
ernmentland is a move to exclude Muslims
from the management of Wagf properties at
atime when even the private properties of
Muslims are frequently threatened by bull-
dozers under the orders of the same collec-
tor. Even the requirement ofa Muslim CEO
inthe WagfBoards has be with.

over by the Waqf Board. As mentioned ear-
lier, the Collector makes the final decision in
this regard and then directs the revenue au-
thorities to give effect to his/her decision in
the revenue record. By introducing the con-
ceptofadverse possession for Waqf proper-
ties, many could become victims to the
Collector’s notes on afile.

This encroachment of rights by the gov-
ernmentis clearl
der Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of
India. In the past, different governments have
encroached on the rights under Article 30, in
the name of better administration and chal-
lenges to them have largely been unsuccess-
ful. By bringing religion-centric legislation,
governments have made Muslims of this
country vulnerable to police excesses. The
proposed will only add to their

‘The government proposes to create sev-
eral impediments to the creation of Wagfs .
It itselfand every sit
extending up to the local panchayat to inter-
ferein the existing Wagf properties. Ithas also
proposed to do away with the concept of

vulnerability, especially with regard to the
properties they dedicate for religious and
charitable purposes.

The writer is advocate,
Supreme Court of India

AuGusT 8,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

P T UsHA'S DREAM RUN

PTUSHA CREATED history for India at the
Coliseum whenshe

Indian woman to qualify for the 400-metres
hurdles final of the 23rd Olympics in Los
Angeles. She clocked her career best time of
55.54 secs to win the second semi-final heat.
This provided some instant healing touch as
only 30 minutes before that, India had been
knocked out of the hockey event.

INDO-PAK TALKS

THE INDO-PAKISTAN DIALOGUE, which was
suddenly put off till after September is unlikely

to be resumed soon. Neither Islamabad nor
New Delhi is making any diplomatic move to
reschedule the foreign secretaries’ talks on
India’s Treaty of Friendship, Peace and Co-op-
eration and Pakistan’s draft of a Non-
Aggression Pact in the near future. The two
governmentsare not going tosit togetherand
talk peace till the Indian elections are over.

TAMILS IN JAFFNA

ALMOST THE ENTIRE one-million Tamil pop-

ulation of Sri Lanka's northern Jaffna penin-
ula

dered

or-

bined army and navy operation against sus-
pected Tamil militants in northern Sri Lanka
continued centringon Jaffna. At least 22 Tamil
separatist suspects were killed, 11 wounded
and more than 300 people arrested.

POSTING BULLETS

ABOUT 200 BULLETS of .22 calibre were re-
covered by ballistic experts from an un-
claimed packet kept in the Madras General
Post Office. According to the police, the
packet, which did not have either the name
of the sender or receiver, was found in one of
the nearby post-b . The postal authori-

‘security crac
“increased terrorist activity”. A massive com-

ties sent it to the unclaimed parcel section.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As we enter a new era, we must do so with optimism but also caution... To truly

honour the sacrifices of our fallen hero

es, we must strive to build a future where

democratic and egalitarian values triumph over narrow political interests. The

time to rebuild our nation is now.’

— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

esson from Wayanad

Itis high time we begin to take stringent actions to protect nature and
empower institutions of decentralised democracy to turn the tide

MADHAV GADGIL

ON JULY 30, the serene hills of Meppadi in
Kerala's Wayanad district were violently
transformed by a series of catastrophic
landslides. In a matter of moments, entire
villages — Mundakkai, Chooralmala,
Attamala, and Noolpuzha —were buried un-
der massive debris. The toll is staggering:
Over 300 lives have been lost, and count-
less more remain missing. Rescuers faced
blocked roads, unstable ground, and threats
from the fragile terrain.

This is a tragedy that exposes the terrible
chasm in Indian society between the haves
and the have-nots. Mundakkai is just three
kilometres away from Puthumala, the scene
ofavery similar disasterin 2019.1 could per-
sonally visitand inspect what had been hap-
pening on that occasion. After driving for
overan hour in heavy rain, we started climb-
ing the hills of Wayanad on a winding road.
The steep slopes were dotted with tall build-
ings, and land that had been levelled for tea
plantations. Throughout, the roads were cov-
ered with mud from the landslides from the
road cuts. The river of mud from the land-
slide had wound its way down a gorge for a
kilometre and a half, with several shorter
'mud tributaries augmenting it along the way.
Several feet of mud had completely buried
the 55 houses of the tea-estate labourers lo-
cated at the bottom of the gorge, a site utterly
unsuitable for human habitation. This river of
mud had left no trace of the eucalyptus plan-
tations in its ruthless march, but one tree
stood proud and erect on its route: It was
Ficus beddomei, characteristic of the origi-
nal vegetation. This clearly brought out the
fact that the replacement of the original nat-
ural tree cover by exotics like eucalyptus had
contributed to this disaster.

The story of tea planters and the labourers
forced tolive in the gorges tells us much about
the history of forest and land management
inIndiawhen the British tightened their grip.
They had the challenge of managing, or
rather, draining the country that was de-
scribed as an ocean of trees in early British

construction needs.
The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel

Amajor (WGEEP) took on board this historical back-
towhichvil - ground and painted a realistic picture of
hould conti what was i

inIndia. The theme of

and how much should be taken over as state
property. Many British officials favoured akey
role for local communities. Shifting cultiva-
tion was a major bone of contention. At that
time, it was widely prevalent. People culti-
vated millets for two or three years after clear-
ing much of the tree growth while leaving
economically important trees intact and
burning the brushwood. They then moved to
another patch, leaving the land fallow for 15
to 20 years, allowing the tree cover to grow
back. The British tea- and coffee-estate own-
ersopposed the continuation of shifting cul-
tivation because unless it was forcibly
stopped, they would never get any labour for
their estates. These estate owners wanted
labour that would be made to work pretty
much like slaves; after all, their kin in North

our report was that any nation, including
India, may be viewed as harbouring four cap-
ital stocks, namely, natural (water, vegeta-
tion, biodiversity, agricultural, animal hus-
bandry, fish production), social (cooperative
behaviour, sense of security), human (edu-
cation, health, employability) and man-
made capital. Indiais exclusively focused on
building up highly subsldlsed man-made
capitalatserious c L h d
social capitals, worsening economic, social,
educational and health disparities and
thereby depressing overall social welfare as
well as the ability of our industrial enter-
prises to compete internationally. This is
leading to increasing frequency and inten-
sity of human interventions such as mines
and quarries, roads, and buildings on hill

America
armies of Black slaves on cotton plantations.

Overall, the economic interests of the
British lay in rendering people resourceless,
and dedicating forest tracts to teaand coffee
plantations owned by their compatriotsand
growing timber for their military and

huge

ywhere, including in ecologically
highly sensitive regions.

The only way to bring these unfortunate
trends under check would be to follow the
'WGEEP's carefully drafted guidelines for reg-
ulation as well as the promotion of develop-
mental activities graded with respect to

India is exclusively focused
on building up highly
subsidised man-made
capital at serious costs to
natural, human and social
capitals, worsening
economic, social,
educational and health
disparities and thereby
depressing overall social
welfare as well as the ability
of our industrial enterprises
to compete internationally.
This is leading to increasing
frequency and intensity of
human interventions such
as mines and quarries,
roads, and buildings on hill
slopes everywhere,
including in ecologically
highly sensitive regions.

CR Sasikumar

zones with three different levels of ecologi-
cal sensitivity — high, moderate and low. The
'WGEEP guidelines are not presented as final,
rigid prescriptions but are meant to initiate
abottom-up process of democratic decision-
‘making, beginning with the gram sabhas and
mohalla sabhas.

Governments set the WGEEP's proposals
aside since they have no interest in protect-
ing nature and empowering people. This 13-
year delay in acting on the WGEEP's sugges-
tions isimpacting the region more and more
adversely, resulting in an increasing fre-
quency of floods and landslides. A careful
study of landslides at all scales in the

Western Ghats has sh that
their frequency has gone up 100-fold be-
tween 2011 and 2020 along with increasing
levels of human interventions. Itis high time
we begin to take stringent actions to protect
nature and empower institutions of decen-
tralised democracy to turn the tide. Keralais
the country’s mostli d hasano-

A crime

against

WwOomen

Labelling of women with mental-health issues as
witches in large parts of the country points
to failures of society, abdications of law

about witch-hunting practices? Depend on
the spread of education and awareness?
Depend on NGOs and panchayats?
Jharkhand has “Project Garima”, to restore
the dignity of women branded as witches.
‘Assam has “Project Prahari”,acommunity-
policing initiative. Should a country aspir-

BIBEK DEBROY

1ASKED A young man if he had heard of
witches. Thanks to Harry Potter, he had.
‘There were the Salem witch trials in 1692
and 1693 and witches routinely feature in
films and fiction. There are the good and
wicked witches of Wizard of Ozand we read
about witches on broomsticks and their
covens. Our films and fiction often feature
daains. 1 asked our young man if he had
heard of Birubala Rabha. (She died in 2024
and was conferred a Padma Shri in 2021.
She spentall her life fighting against witch-
hunting.)He hadn't. That's understandable.
Indian society has many slices.

In July 2021, the UN Human Rights
Council adopted a resolution on the elimi-
nation of harmful practices related to ac-
cusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks
(HPAWR). Through the UN, we have data
on documented HPAWR (between 2009
and 20 ountries. |

ingtobea country do more, or
should one hope that the problem will sim-
ply wither away with time?

One can invoke parts of the
Constitution, IPC (Indian Penal Code) and
Protection of Human Rights legislation. But
some states have specific legislation -
Prevention of Witch (Daain) Practices Act
(1993) in Bihar; Prevention of Witch
(Daain) Practices Act (2001) in Jharkhand;
Tonahi Pratadna Nivaran Act (2005) in
Chhattisgarh; Prevention of Witch Hunting
Act (2013) in Odisha; Prevention and
Eradication of Human Sacrifice and other
Inhuman, Evil and Aghori Practices and
Black Magic Act (2013) in Maharashtra;
Prevention and Eradication of Inhuman
Evil Practices and Black Magic Act(2017)in
Karnataka; Prevention of Witch Hunting
Act(2015)inRajasthan; and Witch Hunting
(Prohibition, Prevention and Protection)
Act (2015) in Assam. Notice the vintage of
legislation. These are all relatively recent,
reflecting the belief that a modern country
should have specific legislation to address

many cases go unreported and undocu-
mented. Nevertheless, the total figure is
20,000. We might think this is an African
problem. As the UN compilation shows,
that perception isn’t true. The intensity
might be higher in Africa. But HPAWR ex-
ists in the USA and Europe, and even in
India. Since 1953, NCRB (National Crime
Records Bureau) has been a standard
source of dataon crimeinIndia. Thathasa
category on “motives for murder” and
mentions witchcraft. In 2022, there were
85 such murders, concentrated in
l Madhya Pradesh,

the issue (There is no Union legislation,
though a private bill was introduced in
2016). There are the usual problems with
criminal laws — low rates of prosecution,
low rates of conviction when prosecuted,
hardly punitive penalties (Jharkhand is an
instance of the last point on low penalties).
Perhaps more importantly, the intent of
the legislation is not always clear Take
s forexample. It| -
hunnng. but penalises the practice of W|tch—
craft too. Assam and Rajasthan also punish
alleged w1tches Rajasthan also penalises
focus

and Odisha. Inaddition, there are instances
from Assam, Bihar and Telangana. The
numbers may have declined a bit. But we
are still at about 100 a year and these are
just murders with witchcraft as a motive.
The word “witch” is gender-neutral, et-
ymologically, although there is a popular
perception that the male of the species is
wizard (wicca), while the female is a witch.
Ipsita Roy Chakraverti is a familiar name in
some Kolkata circles. She declared herself

ison practice of black magic. A column s not
the place tocompare and contrast the state-
specific laws, except to point out that they
are often like holdalls, with everything
dumped in. As a start, should one carefully
distinguish practice of witchcraft from
witch-hunting? And certainly as a start,
NCRB reporting should be refined, with a
separate category for both crimes, not sim-
ply murders with witchcraft as a motive?
Should IPC (and now its replacement) have

agood witch(sheisal wthor). In prin-
ciple, witchcraft can be Butin

pecificsec both crimes? More gen-
erally, legislation doesn’t workif it gets stuck

perception and practice, it is dubbed
malevolent. The roots are old. However,

inlack of police reform and tardiness of the
mmmal JllStl(‘e system. Our young man,
hdi fa developed India and hail-

that dubbing as is used for
crimes against women, not always leading
tomurder. Asa less diabolical motive, there

ing from metro India, may not be aware of a
Indianru-

is a lack of education and ignorance, with
mental health patients dubbed as witches,
especially when there is disease in the
neighbourhood. As a more diabolical mo-
tive, there are widowed and single women,
wnth their property being a target. (There

ples of childless and
-ated women who become

table tradition of empowering people that
led to the People’s Planning Campaign of
1995-96. It is high time that we revive the
spirit of the WGEEP.

‘The writer is an ecologist and chairman of
the Western Ghats Ecology Experts Panel

athreat to vested local interests.)
Do you remember the film Kala Sach,
based on a true story? What do we do

ral society for ages.

However, itisn't quite a matter of pride
that in the UN documentation, India
should alone figure in the South Asian list,
along with Nepal. And, to repeat a point
made earlier, this is incomplete compila-
tion and reporting. The numbers are
probably higher.

The writeris chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the PM. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Generation of broken dreams

Coaching centre tragedy must make us question the values we are teaching children

IN GOOD FAITH = By Avirr PATHAK

FINALLY, THE SUPREME Court had to inter-
vene and remind us that coaching centres in
India are becoming like “death chambers”.
This is not surprising. If you keep your eyes
open, you can see the way the coaching in-
dustry has been allowed to colonise the do-
main of education, cripple the imagination
of young students and their parents, and
make them pathetically onal-

The real question is: How can we save our
young students from these “death cham-
bers™? It is an exceedingly difficult task be-
cause over the years we have created a gen-
eration that confuses education with what
the coaching centres popularise — learning
the war strategy for “cracking” the MCQ-cen-
tricstandardised tests. What matters, as this

petitiveness. A world tormented by xeno-
phobic nationalism, chmate emergencles
and market:

is it that our university graduates need
coaching centres for sharpening their
of general studies, or, for that

ing touch of libertarian education.

Sadly, the prevalent practice of instru-
mental education, and the resultant quan-
tification of “merit”, “intelligence” and “suc-
cess” lhmugh the neverendmg and hugely

most every rite of passage: From standard-
ised tests like NEET/ JEE/ NET/ CUET to UPSC
civil services exams. Moreover, (he neurotic
rat race for select c: nd

their ambiti rid-
den parents think, is the “technique” of in-
stant “success” rather than the joy of learn-
ing and understandmg the world through

ties, and the mythologies of * success " these

thear play of brain and heart, sci-
enceand poerry theory and practice, or tech-

coaching centres sell value
of their “star” strategists, or well-packaged
“success manuals” accelerate the growth of
this lucrative business.

nology and Yet, these difficulties
notwithstanding, some of us who still be-
lieve in the efficacy of libertarian education
must come forward, raise our voices, and ini-

However, it he tiatea for saving education from
i esof this pathology —  the coaching industry, or these “death cham-
i brok hei bers". In this context, let me suggest three

narratives of “failure” amid a handful of
much-advertised “success stories”. Indeed,
asouryoungsters are compelled to run after
some sort of mythical success, they find
d aesthet.

ically/spiritually impoverished. And this so-
suicide rate and/or psychic depression
among young students.

steps we need to take urgently.

First, let us assert the forgotten truth: The
real goal of education is not to prepare our
children for tests and exams; instead, the
purpose of education s to prep: chil-

tests are causing
acute aggression and psychic nervousness
among the youth. As coaching centres fur-
ther strengthen this destructive urge, it is
high time we began to converse with the
likes of Rabindranath Tagore and Jiddu
Krishnamurti, or Paulo Freire and bell hooks,
and initiate amovement for saving educa-

matter, history and sociology for civil
services exams?

NERVES OF STEEL

‘THIS REFERS TO the report, Triumph of
street fighter' (IE, August 7). Vinesh
Phogat has shown the world what
courage and resilience look like. Human
beings are quick to buckle in the face of
inconveniences and hurdles. Phogat,
who was dragged through the streets
of the capital ity of the world's largest
democracy while peacefully protesting
foracause, stands apart. Her eyes were
filled with tears then, and they are filled
with tears now. Today, despite the dis-
qualification post facto, she stands as
thefirst to have defeated the undefeat-
able Susaki. Vinesh Phogat stands as a

TREAT THE HATE

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reading
the riots’ (IE, August 7). The wave of far-
right violence in the UK is a disturbing
pointer to the persistent undercurrents
of xenophobia and misinformation in
their society. The stabbing of three girls
has been exploited by far-right agitators
to fuel hatred and incite chaos. The far-
right's hostility towards immigrants is
not merely a reaction to isolated events
butasymptom of broader social and po-
litical failures. Misguided beliefs about
immigration and cultural integration
have been stoked by those looking to
gain from such rhetonc PM Keir

Possibly, this sort of pathetic e
on coaching centres indicates the fall of
schools and universities as sites of rigorous
learning or creative and critical thinking. It
is, therefore, important to initiate a move-
‘ment for generating an awareness of this on-
slaught on education. We must pressurise
the state to take public education seriously.

Third, we ought to restore the deeper
meaning of studentship. A student is not an
“exam wan'ior Astudentisnota resource to
be shaped |

‘Withnerves of steel, she created ripples
inand out of the ring. No victory or loss
can compare.

Ramanpreet, via email

THE WAITING GAME

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A fighting
chance’ (IE, August 7). A]though the
ouster of Sheikh Hasina is a setback for

tion from th industry and associ-
ated social Darwinism.

Second, it is important to urge students
and parents to sharpen their critical think-
ing, expand their litical horizons,

for
techno—economlc empire; nor is she/he a
commodity with a price tag. Instead, let some
of us acquire the courage to say that the
istobealife-long

and raise their voices against the organised
assault on meaningful and life-affirming
education. Why is it that our government
schools and public universities have been

tematic: 7 And why is it that

dren for life or to equip them with the kind of
sensitivity and intelligence they need to pri-
oritise love over hatred, peace over war, or
forthat matter, cooperation over hyper-com-

even the children of primary schools have to
be sent to tutorial homes and coaching cen-
tres to learn elementary mathematics and
English grammar? Or, for that matter, why

wanderer or a seeker. Studentship is about
learning and unlearning; it is about asking
critical questions, and striving for a new
world filled with love and compassion.

of Islamist group:
ing the shots subverting New Delhi'sin-
terests, the best way forward is to play
the waiting. game. India would do well

Starmer’s ¢ is a necessary
first step, but more must be done.
Khokan Das, Kolkata

ONLY AFTER POWER

THISREFERSTO the editorial,'A widen-
ing war’ (IE, August 7). The recent
killings represent a victory for Israel's
embattled Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, whose popularity is at an
all-time low. Atatime when talks toend
the war were reportedly progressing,
the killing of Ismail Haniyeh will make
it harder to keep that dialogue alive.

toavoid any prejudic the
current or future dispensation in
Bangladesh. India has to be watchful of
the turmoil next door and, at the same
time, send signals that it is ready to do

Iran cannot afford tossit qui-
etly after its sovereignty has been vio-
lated. Other nations wading into the
conflict is unlikely, despite all their
bravado. Netanyahu has ensured the

Are we ready for thi: tosave
education from the gigantic growth of
“death chambers"?

Pathak writes on culture and education

using takesoverthe
reins of the government.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

conflict p | justsohecanre-
tain his position for longer.
SSPaul, Nadia
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A new regime in Dhaka
may help reset relations

While India has real concemns of a potentially anti-india shift in Bangladesh, the ascent of
Muhammad Yunus holds out the hope that New Delhi could forge better ties on a new basis

very crisis comes twinned with

opportunity—not just to solve the

proximate problem, but also to effect

a paradigm shift, away from the con-

ditions that led to the crisis. So it is

. with Bangladesh, The country hasa
chance to forge a new politics more in tune with
its recent economic dynamism, which calls for a
political system that enables free thinking, new
ways of doing things and decentralized deci-
sion-making. That would help the country
overcome a legacy of political feuds that drew in
successive generations and trapped them in
pre-set patterns of irredeemable conduct, India
has legitimate concerns about the ouster of its
long-term ally Sheikh Hasina from Bangla-
desh’s leadership and the possible rise of ele-
ments that are not just anti-India and pro-Paki-
stan, but may also be ready to serve as agents of

inclusion as a matter of ideology and business
sense, He is best known, of course, for his work
in the field of microfinance. Ina guest essay for
The Economist, Yunus calls upon the country to
aim for three zeroes: zero net carbon emlssmn,
zera wealth conc and zero

ment. These are welcome goals. While some
may cavil that he has not explicitly called for
zero attacks on minorities and zero relapse into
religious fundamentalism, we must not over-
look his call for new leadership drawn from the
student movement, an uprising he has dubbed
the country’s *second liberation.” This snub to

the political class signals both a o

Do GenAl Cassandras deserve a
hearing amid market volatility?

Sceplics have grown vocal as sfocks slump but their arguments don't alter the technology’s promise

JASANI

15 0 Singapere bused inmovation mvestor
for LT Gealrmoy Fusd.

F 31 he meteoric rise of GenAl has

ignited a firestorm of debate, with

a maelstrom of scepticism con-
\nls:ug Al-sensitive stock prices. When
pemma-bulls—such as “experts’ who
rarely Lave a pegative word about any
growth arenn—sound bubble alanms, it
becomes crucial for believers to revisit
all arguments. Let's analyse what Al
“Cassandrms,” or soothsayers of a bleak
farure, have to say. Wiile some of thelr
concemns warrant attention, it's erucial
to what their

Heurlstlc methods, like tose o
aquantum physics, deserve doubt, For AT
transformess, it's about bow well they
work. And. like quantam physics so far,
they do work spestaculardy, Yet, such
validity is unpredictable. Potential risks
st be acknowledged and addressed.
such as the harmful effects of AT

Sustalnabillty warrlors: Perhaps
these are the most pertinent Cassan-
dras, voicing GenAl's environmental
and secietal inpact, The energy con-
sumption of Al models, their potemtial
for job displacement and the ethical
Implications of Al-powesed decislon-
‘making are concems that demand care-
ful consideration. Unfortunately, ina
world of fierce tech rivalry, their voices
stay in their echo chamber, with m
real-life players paying mere lip service.

Kifler-app hurtters: They are the most
vocal They focus on the lack of mean-
ingful revermse growth from AL prod-
ucts, accustomed as they are to financial
upswells from new software advances.
Despile booming data centres and
cloud services, they ase dismayed by
partfolios that lack revenue drivers. A
power shift to non-applica-

may be missing.

Histary seskers: Our firs Cassandras
are those who view everything through
the lens of historical events, claiming,
“This time jan't different.” They tend to
weaponize narratives with seemingly
brrefutable claims that often crumble
upon serutiny. They draw parallels
between the GenAl boom and previous
bubbles, predicting an inevitable bust.
These experts will be right about price
peaks in financial markets, but thedr
analysis isn't nseful for the long-term
patl of & ew technology.

Tech scephics: These folks doubt any
major techmelogical leapfrog through
Genal They focus obsessively on ermors
orwl I.11tA[ madels still cannot do. These

relish like

change and the skill needed to fashion it ina
way that avoids overt confrontation.

Rather than waste time bemoaning a poten-
tial filt in Dhaka away from India, New Delhi
should reach out to emerging power players in
Bangladesh and aim forac on the

Chinese interests in the region. The Jamaat-
Islami, an Islamist outfit that makes no bones
about its affinity with Pakistan, is capable of
fomenting sentiment against India, persecuting
minorities and pushing Bangladeshi politics
towards sectarian violence and away from
democracy. India has vital security and eco-
nomic interests that an anti-India government
in Dhaka could hurt, However, this does not
mean that we should view with hostility any
successor to the India-friendly Hasina regime.
Instead, New Delhi’s best bet would be to
encourage any nascent political tendency to
create a new politics that emphasizes inclusion
and democratic accountability,

[—nrtnn,ultly the anly appointed hLud ufun
interim i to govern B 1
and conduct fresh elections is Muhammad

mutual benefits of cooperation. Yunus's ascent
«can be interpreted as an olive branch held out
tous. We should grab it with both hands and
reciprocate. Indians at large must refrain from
irresponsible rhetoric on social media which
equates Bangladesh’s second liberation—
there's enough evidence of Hasina's dictatorial
Tecor ith an Islamist that dooms
the future of minority Hindus there. Indian
investors who have initiated major projects in
Bangladesh should make it clear that they will
carry on, provided they are assured of security.
The success of its garment industry has lifted
large numbers out of poverty and empowered
women. Let’s not express glee over potential
gaing to be had from business disruption there.
Many of our value chains are linked. We must

Yunus, a globally respected figure in develoy
mental economics, committed to openness and

o them, Hasina's departure offers a
chance to forge better relations on a new basis,

| cuest

“maochines can never develop con-
sciousness.” Their unfalsifiable claims
about ill-defived terms distract from
understanding real AT risks.

tion layers of technology seems to out
such falks ofT. They nat enly predict
bubble, but see the current situation as.
ame. And it is noljust about stock prices,
Lt about reverses within tech sub-

segments.

Histerteally, bardwase plavers lacked
pricing power and often had to sacrifice
margins, However, they are leaming lo
leverage their advantages inan era led
by companies like Nvidia, The “killer
app,” once the boly grail of technology.,
may not exist ina world whers applica-
ton barrdess fall, allowing data to con-
wverge and develop intelligence through
language madels,

But then, GenAl could deliver remums
‘on investment without application-
layer benefits. Tlis could happen
through driverless cars, new consumer
gadgels, mbotics, drug discovery and

. This Jsmt A given, but
1d

be ready to evaluate potentially
unthinkable business-moat shifts
brought about by GenAT b conteast
with the internet era.

Valuation cancemed Cassandras:
They worry about stock-market cormec-
tion risks. GenAl stocks, which wers
outperforming other market d
till recently, do bear high valatilil
s they are the first to come under pres-
sure on account of direct disappoint-
ments, even as they ane susceptible to
the usual economic, political and other
factors that cause market falls, this
week's events being an example. Any
eyclical slowdown or negative news
Srom major players could make severe
cormections worse than being witnessed
now. But the nnovalion stories are
long-term. Interin market drops will
bave to be taken in our stride.

Embrace GenAl's fransformafive
potential; As we look abead, the threat of
& global econemic downtum rema
real concem. Should a severe recession

ize, it could dampen
consumption and corporate nvest-
ment, potentially slowing the pace of
innovarion. AT, however. i unlikely to
be knocked off its broad trajectory.

While Cassandras” wamings remind
us of the patential pitfalls of GenAl one
st sepante those angious about
near-tern stock prices from others
worrying about cyclical risks, structarml
clanges, and other socletal or environ-
memal issues. Collectively also, we—
including all Cassandras—should not
take our eyes off GenAl's immense
promize. The technology is likely o
revolutionize entise industries, improve
lives and address some of hnmanity's
most predsing challenges. By acknowl-
edging risks and addressing them pro-
actively, we can harmess the pawer of
GenAl for the betterment of society.
Let's be clear. The future of GenAl is not
predetermined: it's up to us to ensure
that the picture we create iz one of
progress, responsibilicy and shared
prosperity by trying to understand the

NDA govt goes
into overdrive
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In our view, derivatives
are financial weapons of
mass destruction carrying
dangers that, while latent,
are potentially lethal.

WARREMN BUFFETT
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Market crystal ball: Look beyond Sebi's F&O proposals

DHIRAJ RELLI

s managing directar and chisf
exseutive offier, HDFC
Securities.

lobal stock markets have corrected
- sharply in response 1o 2 weak job
St scenario in the US that led to reces-
siom fears, coupled with worries of a reversal
of the yan carry teade after a rate hike by the
Bank of Japan. A rotation away from tech
shares that powered this year's mlly was also
witnessed. A debate has arisen over wihether
the US Federal Reserve must aase policy in
support of growtl. Indian equities were
impacted, too, and global risk factors could
play arole ln the perlod abead. What about
domestic factors? Lat's analyse these,
Impending futures and options (F&OQ)
«curbs have not had much impact, so far, on
the trend of indices. The adverse impact of
India’s election reault and bud getary provi-
sions were also overcome quickly, First-
quarter corporate results have not liad any
major positive surprize. We think India’s
macro stability and bopes of continued
strong growth, aided by normal monsoon
ring this year, may be key faclors in the
recent bullishness. Also, local iavestors,

including those who came in afler covid,
have made good meney, which may have
dmwn in more funds, The equitization of
savings hias reduced market dependence on
foreign inflows, and while this week's
shake-up bad global origing, this bas given
Indian markets greater stability.
However, we cannol overlook the risk of
another correction setting in over the next
few months. Globally, the flow of money
from quantitative easing by the world s big
four central banks since 2008-09, with simi-
lar infusions during covid, has resulted in
asset inflation across all classes. The big
four's halance sheets swelled from $4.4 tril-
Lo in September 2008 to £15.2 trillion in
Febraary 2020 and then to $26.4 trillion in
February 2 bt their lquidity with-
drawal is taking quite long, with the figure
still at nearly 320 trillion in July 2024.
Expected rate cuts by the US Fed could
fuarther rise values, as squities typically Hse
in & falling interest-rate scenario {though
past correlations don't seem to be working
nowadays). However, one should be cogai-
zant of the *buy on cxpo.,ratwns and stJ on
ot

However, afler a period of cormection of con-
solidation, we may aim for much higher tar-
gets, given the strength of Indinn markets.
‘Our mearkers face patential risks on botl
the internal and ulemall:ums. Inlmal]} if

The next set af triggers for stock markets
inchade the final outcome of the ongoing
‘monsoon season {its spread and intensity),
state election sesults, food wuflatlon trends
andvhkg.loballmemst -rate tmjectory, apart

Bigh valuation premivms for such stocks.
Promoters of such companies have tasted
bleod with market eapitalizations growing.
and many have clanged their attitude
towards minority shareholders, which is a

monsoon rinfall i then
India’s much-awaited mral resurgence may

Tevve: to wait knger. Tncase

India's ruling coalition 3 low the pre-festive sea-
faces sethacks in state elec- La rger factors son bas fared and whethes 2
tlons slated for Octaber, H rural revival has happensed.
there could be uncertainty are at p!a-v n Mid- and small-cap
over the Centre’s refonn stocks have traditionally
thrust, should the political stﬂck markets helped diversify investor
climate get vitined. Infla-  ayiaf AS We can  Portfolios and boost port-
tion{especially food) needs folio rerurns, which
o come undsr control to expect shifis explains their sustained
allow for monetary poliey R P R attraction. The prolifera-
ensing that could boost the in the '[radmg tion of porifolio manage-

sconomy. Exterslly, il the
peopolitical situation wor-
sens o Inelia’s disadvansage
(b way of slower exports,

of derivatives

from Second-
quarter corporate results, due in October
and November, will show

ment services and allenste
investment funds over the
st few years has meant
mid- and small-caps being

higher logistical costs, firmer crude prices | chased by fund 15 whio must outper-
atdior larger defence experses). or if there t= | form benclunark isdices. This (ml)du.oul.d
amc]!do\m I Il- and mid-cap space, | prove il ive if

down the of Indian | growth falters or some unknown unknown

news” theme that pla
and again. The upside in the NSE Nn’t}
seems limited from now on. We may be not
very far from the top of the current move.

markets, Also, if the risk appetite of global
investors shrinks, then we could see slower

Inflows and large outflows.

hits markets. Till such time, investors bask-
ing in the glary of recent gains may grow

even bolder, given how they are ready to pay

With cautionary statements and wamings
issued by the Securities and Exchangs Beard
of India {Sebi), we bave seena series of meas-
ures and proposals aimed at strengthening
the derivatives regulatory framework for
increased investor protection and market
sanbility, 1f Sebi's proposls are implementad
a5 proposed, they could hit trading volumes
by high-frequency and ratail traders (wlso
tend 1o trade mostly i the last hour of con-
tmct-expiry days). This could have an impact
on exchange volumes and thelr revermes,
apart from mizing impact transaction costs.
While the risk of 2 shifl in volumes (o *dabba
trading” remains, we could alzo see investor
inferest move to index and stock futures-
though, given the large msargln require-
ments for futures, the number of partici-
prans sy nof rise meaningfully even as vol-
umes do. Indian market players are known
1o be adaptive, Even in a scenarie of tighter
males, they may find a way out that again
attracts the participation of retail traders,
though not to the extent previously seen.
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A trade policy for Viksit Bharat:
Reduce tariffs and rethink pacts

India should resolve internal differences over self-reliance and strengthen trade alliances to maximize global opportunities

is former deputy chairman, Planning
Commission, and currently distinguished fellow
at the Centre for Social and Economic Progress.

he budget speech gave pride of place to
the long-term goal of Viksit Bharat and
also said that reforms in many areas
would be needed to achieve it. This
article focuses on one of those areas:
trade policy.

Policies should be tailored to specified targets,
and in this respect, commerce minister Piyush
Goyal has set an ambitious target. Exports of goods
and services must rise from $775 billion in 2023-24
to $2 trillion by 2030. This implies a growth rate of
over 14 % in nominal US dollars. This is three times
faster than the IMF projection of global exports of
goods and services in the same period.

The trade policy we need to achieve this target
requires resolving some internal differences and
also evolving a new approach to handling the
global environment we now face.

Resolve internal differences: The key difference
arises from the impression in some quarters that
‘atmanirbharta’ or self-reliance implies increased
protection for domestic production to reduce
imports. To be fair, the government has denied
subscribing to this view. But protectionism is on
the rise everywhere, often covertly supported by
business interests, and it is no surprise if this is also
happening in India.

Perceptions that the government favoured pro-
tectionism surfaced in 2017, when import duties
were raised on several items, reversing a policy of
gradual reduction of duties that all previous govern-
ments had followed until then. It was reinforced
when duties were raised in subsequent years.

This year's budget has sent a welcome new sig-
nal by reducing import duties on several items in
an effort to make domestic production more com-
petitive. The finance minister also announced a
comprehensive internal review over the next six
months of India’s tariff structure. This is to be wel-
comed, though | wish the minister had appointed
an external expert committee, including retired
officers of the revenue service, to present a bold
plan for tariff reform. Internal reviews too often
end up dusting off old proposals without coming
up with drastic changes.

Yet, drastic changes are precisely what we need.
Ideally, we should announce that our upper-end
duties are too high and they will be brought in line
with those prevailing in peer-group emerging
market economies. Investors must also have some
assurance of stability in the structure proposed.

This proposal is not new. It was proposed earlier
by Arvind Panagariya, the first vice-chair of Niti
Aayog and current chairman of the 16th Finance
Commission. It has also been proposed by other aca-
demics, including Amita Batra (a colleague at CSEP).

Domestic industry would not be adversely
affected if reductions are staggered over a few
years and parallel steps are taken to achieve some

1STOCKPHOTO

rupee depreciation to offset duty reduction. This
would leave industries competing with imports
adequately supported while aiding exporters.

External developments that affect trade policy: In
addition to restructuring customs duties, our trade
policy must deal with two new developments in
global trade. The first is that advanced countries
have lost faith in multilateral trade negotiations
(MTNs) and moved towards Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs). The second is that global value
chains (GVCs) now account for a substantial part
of the world's goods trade.

These developments imply that if we want our
exports to benefit from GVCs, we need to (a) attract
the multinational companies that dominate them
to locate part of their production facilities in India,
and (b) we need to join FTAs that ensure seamless
duty-free access for parts and components which
are essential for GVCs to work. We have recog-
nized the need to welcome FDI in order to attract
GVC-related production, but our policy on FTAs
needs to be rethought.

This has acquired urgency because of geopoliti-
cal developments. There is growing tension
between the West and a China-Russia partner-
ship in which Russia is the weaker party. Western
countries no longer talk of globalization and trade
liberalization. Instead, we have discriminatory
trade policy aimed at ‘re-shoring,’ ‘near-shoring’
or ‘friend shoring.”

The discriminatory trade measures against
China and Russia will have a negative impact on all
sides. The IMF has stated categorically that global
growth and world trade will be hurt. India will also
be hurt by this. However, the attempt to shift trade
away from China also offers India an opportunity.
MNCs with GVCs heavily concentrated in China
will not exit the country completely, but may want
to evolve a ‘China plus one policy,  and India is par-
ticularly well placed to benefit from this.

A sensible customs duty structure on the lines
discussed above is one pre-requisite for India to
benefit. Equally important is membership of trade
pacts which allow the smooth movement of com-
ponents across borders. The Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is the
world's largest regional trading arrangement,
covering all of East Asia, including China. We were
on the verge of joining it in November 2016, but

backed out at the last minute. This was report-
edly because Indian industry groups were nervous
about giving duty-free trade access to China.

If China was the only reason for walking out of
the RCEP, we should seriously consider joining the
C ive and F ive Ag for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). This agreement
was originally pushed by the US under President
Barack Obama, but the Donald Trump administra-
tion took the US out. It currently covers 11 countries
including Japan, South Korea, Australia and some
from Asean. The UK has recently been cleared for
membership, so it will soon be 12 countries. China
has applied to join the CPTPP, but has not so far
been accepted. The geopolitics that is keeping
China out is likely to work in our favour if we apply.
The real problem is that joining will require accept-
ance of high environmental and labour standards
which we have traditionally opposed on the
grounds that it restricts our ‘policy space.’ This
approach needs a rethink. Our ambition to reach
developed-country status by 2047 doesn't sit well
with rejecting obligations that other developing
countries are willing to accept. These obligations
can always be phased in over time, and the length of
the adjustment period could be negotiated.

A contentious issue that will come up in negoti-
ating FTAs is the signing of acceptable Bilateral
Investment Treaties (BITs). We recently cancelled
all existing BITs unilaterally, and proposed that
our partners accept our new model BIT. The prob-
lem is that under the new model, aggrieved inves-
tors cannot invoke international arbitration to
resolve disputes with the host state without first
exhausting all other possibilities under domestic
law. This may seem minor, but it ignores the noto-
rious delays which characterize our legal system.
‘We cannot expect billions of dollars to pour in for
the development of critical industries (and in tech-
nologically sensitive areas) without providing
investors with speedy redress avenues along the
lines that other countries offer.

We have made progress on some FTAs, but the
gains are small. We have signed an FTA with the
UAE and European Free Trade Association, but
this is a very small group of countries. We have also
signed a limited “early harvest FTA” with Australia,
but the coverage is limited. We are negotiating
FTAs with the UK and EU. Both are important, but
progress will depend on our taking a more flexible
line on harmonizing other standards.

One of the problems that could arise is the treat-
ment of restrictions under the EU's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). We could argue
that an FTA by definition must rule out CBAM type
penalties on trade flows. Itis unlikely that the EU
will agree. Its CBAM does pose us problems, but we
may have to deal with it separately.

The US is our most important trading partner,
but it has indicated that it does not propose to sign
any more FTAs. However, we should perhaps
review our position of not joining the trade pillar of
the US-sponsored Indo-Pacific Economic Frame-
work. This does not offer any market access, as of
now, but there is no harm in joining it.

Itis possible that commerce ministry negotia-
tors find it difficult to get other ministries to agree
on the flexibilities needed. Perhaps these issues
should be referred to the Niti Aayog to take an
overall view and seek clearance at the highest level.

Finally, trade policy is only one of the factors
that can deliver strong export performance. Other
initiatives, such as developing good infrastructure,
reducing logistical costs, development of human
skills and improving the ease of doing business, are
also important. And these are relevant not just for
exports, but for the economy as a whole.

Big tech firms are swallowing
Al talent to corner the market

Instead of snapping up startups, they are recruiting Al whizkids

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
technology.

ig Tech is following a crafty playbook

to hoover up Al talent: Instead of

buying the hottest Al startups, the
giants hire their leadership and license
their intellectual property, essentially
sucking the life out of them. So long as they
leave behind the shell of a company, anti-
trust scrutiny can be avoided. Alphabet's
Google [which just had bad news in the
form of a court ruling against it for its
search market monopoly], is the latest to
follow this template by hiring the
co-founders of Character.ai, Noam Shazeer
and Daniel De Freitas, along with a few
other employees. Most of the startup’s staff
will remain with the smaller company
while its general counsel will become CEO.
Why a lawyer? Because Google is entering
alicensing agreement to use Character.Al's
technology—in addition to buying out the
startup's investors, principally Andreessen
Horowitz, who'd putin more $150 million.

Microsoft last year hired the founding
team behind Inflection, a high-flying
startup that was also creating an Al com-
panion. Amazon.com then hired the team
at Adept, a San Francisco-based firm
co-founded by former OpenAl and Google
researchers. It's a sleight of hand that reaps
big benefits for tech giants, who can afford
the vast computational power and data
needed to build Generative Al, but struggle
to attract the best talent. Now they can do
the latter too.

Shazeer is a big hire for Google, which
has grappled with glitches in its flagship Al
model Gemini that could hinder its efforts
to catch up to Microsoft and Amazon in the
cloud wars. So venerated is Shazeer that
Google may be paying him in the tens of
millions of dollars (or more) to rejoin the
company. He was one of the lead inventors
of the Transformer, a powerful blueprint
for Al systems that formed the basis of the
recent boom. Back in 2017, he was perhaps
the most respected Google scientist named
on a landmark research paper detailing
how the Transformer could exploit power-
ful Al chips to quickly process and generate
information. Google was slow to capitalize
on the technology, but OpenAl made the
Transformer the basis of ChatGPT (it's
what ‘T’ stands for). All eight authors of the
research paper left Google, mostly to start
companies that raised billions of dollars
thanks to their pedigree, including two
who co-founded Adept.

When Shazeer co-founded Character.ai,
he was continuing work that Google had
shut down, to build lifelike chatbots that
humans could use as companions. Charac-
ter.ai went on to become one of the most

Al competition would suffer if startups are

starved of critical talent. ISTOCKPHOTO
popular Al apps outside of ChatGPT, par-
ticularly with teenagers. The app lets you
chat with a bot specially-trained to emulate
a celebrity, fictional character or historic
figure, and several teens have told me they
spend hours a day on the app, role-playing
or chatting with an artificial confidante.

Shazeer's goal was to create an Al model
that could remember everything about
you. “A person has probably heard or read
hundreds of billions of words in their life-
time, so that's about the scale of data that
you need—a quarter of a gigabyte—to have
alot of context on a person’s life,” Shazeer
told me in January. “This is not beyond the
realm of feasibility as we improve our algo-
rithms.... The model would know billions of
things about you when it’s talking to you.”

However intriguing that vision is, Sha-
zeer will now be bringing it back to his old
bosses at Google, where he'll likely have
more sway than he did before, perhaps by
working directly with Google DeepMind
CEO Demis Hassabis.

The question is whether the likes of
Meta or Elon Musk’s X ai will follow a simi-
lar acqui-hiring strategy. Both reportedly
looked into picking up Character.ai, before
Shazeer went to Google, but there are
other Al companies in the market that are
likely grappling with the costs of building
their technology amid unclear revenue
prospects. Cohere, a Canadian Al start-up
founded by another author of the Trans-
former paper, is likely in play, along with
Perplexity, a San Francisco startup that is
competing with Google on Al search.

Even the founders of Anthropic and
OpenAl, the two Al startups that have
raised $8.8 billion and $11.3 billion respec-
tively, must surely be glancing at the exit
doors. OpenAl could lose $5 billion this
year, according to an analysis by The Infor-
‘mation, which looked at the company’s
internal financial data, meaning it will need
to raise more cash one way or another.

The US Federal Trade Commission is
scrutinizing what Microsoft and Amazon
are doing, but there’s no indication they
will turn into formal probes or hit deals.
More likely: We'll see tech giants gobble up
more leaders of the GenAl industry, con-
solidating power as they ride out the cur-
rent market rout right under the noses of
regulators. Perhaps this is what Al startups

had expected. ‘©BLOOMBERG

The Wayanad tragedy reveals how sticky beliefs can be

BIJU DOMINIC

a

' N

is chicf evangelist, Fractal
Analytics, and chairman,
FinalMile Consulting.

o grasp just how difficultitis to build a
sustainable world, just look at what is
happening in Kerala. In 2018, the state
witnessed its worst ever flood in history. In
2019, floods repeated. Over the last few
years, there have been several landslides
across the state. Last week’s landslide in
Wayanad is the worst Kerala has witnessed.
In the world of policymaking, there is a
strong belief that awareness will lead to
appropriate action. So, the most prescribed
solution to mitigate any human behaviour
problem is an awareness campaign. Ever
since the Wayanad tragedy, Malayalam TV
channels and newspapers have been relent-
lessly reporting various facets of the tragedy.
There could not have been a bigger aware-
ness campaign about the consequences of
not protecting nature than the combined
media coverage of the Wayanad tragedy. But
the question is: What impact will this media
blitzkrieg have on the behaviour of people,
atleastin Kerala?
Forgetting is an important and integral

process of the human brain. Forgetting frees
up the brain’s memory storage space. It
allows even those who lose their near and
dear ones to move on with life. Given this
inherent brain process, it is inevitable that
once media reports on the issue fizzle out,
the Wayanad tragedy too will follow the
inevitable forgetting curve.

Evolutionarily, humans are more focused
on rewards in the present. The human brain
is not really geared to think about the future,
even less so about risks that lie ahead. Most
humans tend to believe that their future will
be better than the present. So, it is unlikely
that even those living in Wayanad would be
able to foresee a similar tragedy befalling
them again.

In the aftermath of the Wayanad land-
slide, various interested parties are trying to
ensure that this tragedy does not become a
catalyst for changing the status quo. They
want to keep building houses and resorts in
the Western Ghats, as done and overdone in
the past. They even want rock quarrying to
continue unabated.

Meteorologist Edward Lorenz was among
the first few to realize that climate prediction
involves working out complex relationships
between multiple factors. This led Lorenz to
combine his knowledge of meteorology and

mathematics to create Chaos Theory. While
doing an experiment that modelled a
weather prediction, he entered an initial
condition as 0.506 instead of 0.506127. The
result was surprising. It led to a very differ-
ent prediction. From this, he deduced that a
tiny change in initial conditions can have
enormous  long-term
implications, and this gave
rise to his famous cliché:
the flap of a butterfly’s
wings in the Amazon can
cause a tornado in Texas.
In the aftermath of the

Vested interests
that prey on
human instincts

Then the narrator leaps to a conclusion: “If
so, how can farmers be implicated for what
happened in Wayanad?” The motive of this
message is obvious.

Oversimplification of an extremely com-
plex phenomenon is a strategy commonly
adopted by vested interests to keep subject
experts out of the discus-
sion on that topic. No won-
der, the Gadgil report on
the precarious state of the
Western Ghats was vehe-
mently rejected by them.
By oversimplifying discus-

intense rains in the Western Ghats: Farmers
and resort owners in Wayanad, or the city
dwellers who contribute to global warming
by using private vehicles and air-condition-
ers. The point of this blame assignment s to
avoid taking any collective responsibility for
the tragedy.

As the obfuscation and debates continue,
there is a truth that no one can deny. The
train has already left the station as far as pro-
tecting the ecology of states like Kerala is
concerned. The consequences of climate
change now stare at us. This is a time to take
steps to protect those who would be affected
by the next landslide waiting to happen in
the fragile Western Ghats.

We often think that solving the problem

Gadgil Committee report, are making sions on climate change
based on a pioneering and making the arguments
study of the complex eco- it difficult for linear, it is very easy to
logical problems of the R . involve lay individuals in a
Westen Ghats, andeven  climate realities public debate and convert
after the recent Wayanad . R the real issue into an emo-
tragedy, concerted efforts to sink in tional one. The justification

were made by vested par-

ties to disregard the com-

plexities of climate change and reduce this
problem to simple linear arguments. An
example of this trend is a video that has been
released after the Wayanad tragedy. In the
video clip, the narrator says, “In 1924, there
wasn't much cultivation in Munnar. But dis-
astrous floods happened in Munnarin 1924.”

trotted out for such an

approach is that climate

change impacts everybody and so everyone

must have a say. But then, just because a

heart attack could happen to anyone, we

don't keep the cardiologist away from dis-
cussions of our cardiac health.

Post the Waynad tragedy, a debate has

sprung up over who is responsible for the

of is an easy job
Given the belief that humans are rational
beings, all we need to do is organize a few
conferences and launch a few awareness
campaigns about the need for a sustainable
world. But events since the landslide in
Wayanad show that even in the aftermath of
a horrific occurrence, humans are not really
willing to change their behaviour patterns.
The forces that want to preserve the status
quo are very strong. Making people believe
that climate change and its consequences
are real remains a challenge.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Finance Minister yields

Facing a backlash over changes to the property transaction
taxation, the FM has given some concessions to homeowners

tion, the Central Government has relented to grant some relief for property trans-

Bowing to the popular pressure and critiques from MPs within the NDA coali-

actions. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in the budget that the
tax on long-term capital gains was reduced from 20% with indexation benefits to
12.5% but without indexation benefits. However, following significant opposition, an
amendment is being made to The Finance Bill, 2024. For the transfer of a long-term
capital asset such as land or a building acquired before July 23, 2024, the taxpay-
er can now choose to calculate their tax either at 12.5% without indexation under
the new scheme or at 20% with indexation under the old scheme and pay whichev-
er amount is lower. Indexation adjusts purchase price for inflation, reducing tax lia-
bility on gains from investments like debt funds. The government eliminated index-
ation benefits on long-term capital gains, increasing taxable gains. It prevents infla-

3N

Budget.

tion from eroding returns on long-term investments.
This adjustment marks a significant reversal from
the government's firm stance on the issue after the

The ministry officials had argued that the new tax
rate structure, with a lower tax rate minus the index-
ation benefits, would benefit people in almost all
cases. However, the industry experts had different
opinions. Industry bodies had sought to rethink the
proposal, observing that the removal of indexation
benefits amounted to a retrospective tax change for
those who had bought properties earlier. They point-
ed out that this would particularly hurt those who

had invested in assets that had delivered lesser appreciation in value over the years.
It was widely feared that the removal of indexation benefits on long-term capital gains
would slow down property transactions in the Mumbai real estate market, and the
real estate engine of the country and could have cascading effects throughout the
country. Besides, several MPs also urged the Government to reconsider the propos-
al. During the debate on the Finance Bill in the Lok Sabha, TDP MP Lavu Sri Krishna
Devarayalu echoed the concerns of other MPs, emphasising that this issue involves
taxpayers’ hard-earned money and impacts middle-class people the most. He noted
that the middle class views real estate as a safe investment and and so should be
protected. Indeed he had a point, as the middle-class is facing the pinch of price
rise and rising unemployment. If their small investments and savings are wiped off
they would have nothing to fall back upon. Providing taxpayers with the option to
choose between the two tax regimes would address some of their concerns. Thankfully
the finance minister yielded to allow for the second option. This would indeed give
some relief to small and middle-class homeowners, providing a more balanced
approach to long-term capital gains taxation in the real estate sector.

—

Renewable energy: Paving the

Fishermen cast their nets in the Arabian sea, at the Kochi coast

way for a sustainable future

The evolution of

Rahul Gandhi

*

KALYANI SHANKAR

It may be premature to assess Rahul Gandhi’s effectiveness as the
new Leader of the Opposition, but his initial performance is promising

t might be too soon to
judge how well Rahul
Gandhi is doing as the
new Leader of the
Opposition. The current
budget session ends in just a few
days, so we'll need more time to
understand his leadership fully.
But he has begun well.
After winning in the Lok Sabha
polls, Rahul has been confident
and strong both inside and out-
side the house, which is appro-
priate for an opposition
leader.Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen recently discussed Rahul's
evolution since their days at
Cambridge University. Sen
underlined that Rahul has sig-
nificantly matured over the
years and underscored that his
true test lies in how he steers the
Opposition in Parliament.
Rahul stepped into the shoes of
the Leader of the Opposition, a
quarter of a century after his
political debut in 2004. The Lok
Sabha had been without a
Leader of the Opposition for a
decade, as no opposition party
had the requisite number of
members to stake the claim in
the last two Lok Sabhas.During
the recent budget session, the
first after Rahul became the
LOP, he took a vital leadership
role in his party and the
Opposition. Since becoming
the Leader of the Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi has taken on
more responsibilities.
He now leads and represents the
Opposition's viewpoint on var-
ious subjects. This is a new role
for him. He organised protests,
delivered powerful speeches
against the Modi government,
and worked closely with allies to
coordinate their efforts on the
floor. He also focused on criti-
cal issues for the people and
made himself more accessible.In
the recent budget session, Rahul
Gandhi, as the Leader of the
Opposition, took on an impor-
tant leadership role within his
party and the Opposition. He
has organised protests, delivered
powerful speeches against the
Modi government, and worked
closely with allies. Additionally,
he has focused on critical issues
for the people and made him-
self more accessible.Rahul

team of about twelve key
members.

This team, led by General
Secretary K.C. Venugopal
and including Sam Pitroda,
Sunil Kanugolu, K. Buju, B.
Srivatsa, Manickam Tagore,
Alankar Sawai, and Kaushal
Vidyarthi, plays a vital role in
managing Gandhi's political
activities and election strate-
gies, including logistics and
social media.Rahul's growth
and evolution in the political
arena have transformed him
into a more confident leader,
marking a significant depar-
ture from his previous image
as a reluctant politician.
This change has been com-
pelling to witness in his polit-
ical journey.Rahul finds it
easier to take on a more
assertive role now, with a
substantial number of oppo-
sition members in the 18th
Lok Sabha. Furthermore, the
success of united allies in the
2024 polls has made them
realise the power of unity.
‘When Rahul spoke as the
Leader of the Opposition for
the first time, he said, "While
the government has political
power, the Opposition also
represents the voice of the
Indian people. This time,
the Opposition represents
significantly more of the

DESPITE BEING AN
MP FOR THE PAST

did last time."Rahul Gandhi's
criticisms of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have caused
strong reactions from the
ruling party. During Rahul's
maiden speech as LOP, PM
Modi spoke up for the first
time in 10 years.

Modi accused Rahul of say-
ing that the entire Hindu
society is 'violent'. The Prime
Minister stated, "Democracy
and the Constitution have
taught me to take the Leader

TWO DECADES, ' of the Opposition seriously."
Modi's responses to Gandhi's
RAHUL WAS NOT criticisms show an acknowl-
CONSIDERED edg.emen[dofk:he chaiqged sit-
uation and the resulting ten-
A GOOD  sion in the Parliament. Rahul
PARLIAMENTARIAN. Gandhi has been speaking
out against the Modi govern-
HE ASKED ONLY 99 nl:gn;'s ;\icqsign Lo arest AAS

chief Arvind Kejriwal an
QUESTIONS, MM chief Hemant Soren.
PARTICIPATED IN 26 He opposes the BIP's
attempts to silence opposing

DEBATES, AND  viewpoints.

This has caused increased

B
WASN'T ALWAYS  tensions in Parliament for the
PRESENT AT  ruling party.During his Lok
Sabha campaign, Rahul

CRITICAL TIMES  Gandhi strategically showed

asmall red pocket edition of
the Constitution at public
meetings. This move effec-
tively highlighted what he
called the perceived threat to

His use of the Constitution
helped him gain support
from reservation beneficia-
ries.
Despite being an M.P. for the
past two decades, Rahul was
not considered a good
Parliamentarian. He asked
only 99 questions, participat-
ed in 26 debates, and wasn't
always present at critical
times. Since 2014, he has
been noticeably absent dur-
ing budget sessions, only
appearing occasionally. He
also frequently went abroad,
leaving the party in a
crisis.Rahul is doing well as
the Leader of the Opposition
(LOP).
His success will depend on
his political planning. He
missed some opportunities in
the past, like becoming a
minister in Manmohan
Singh's cabinet or strengthen-
ing the party as the Congress
President.
However, his current role
shows his potential. He must
use this opportunity to face
future political challenges
confidently. Rahul's belief in
the power of the LOP to raise
its voice in Parliament gives
hope and optimism to the
party.
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed

Gandhi's backroom office has a

GAURAV
PRABHUMIRASHI

By 2030, India plans to achieve 500 GW of installed capacity from non-fossil

fuels, marking a significant shift towards sustainability and energy security

the past two decades has

been marked by vibrant
economic progress, largely
driven by service exports and
rising domestic consump-
tion. As of 2024, the econo-
my appears robust, poised to
replicate its service sector
success by transforming into
a global manufacturing hub
to leverage its demographic
dividend.
A robust manufacturing sec-
tor necessitates significant
resources, with power being
a crucial component. Despite
this, India’s per capita electric-
ity consumption remains low
compared to global averages.
As the country embarks on its
manufacturing-focused era,
electricity demand is expect-
ed to rise significantly. To
meet this demand while
adhering to climate commit-
ments, India plans to add new
electricity generating capaci-
ty primarily from non-fossil
fuel sources. The goal is to
achieve 500 GW of installed
non-fossil fuel capacity by
2030.

India's growth story over

By May 31,2024, India’s non-
fossil fuel-based power gen-
eration capacity stood at 201.7
GW, with renewable energy,
including small hydro pro-

jects, contributing 146.6 GW.
To meet growing demands, a
significant increase in renew-
able energy capacity s antic-
ipated, supported by the
renewable energy procure-
ment roadmap from the
Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE),
which targets 50 GW of bids
annually from FY 2023-24 to
FY 2027-28.

Regulatory policies for the
renewable energy sector are
governed by both central and
state governments, as electric-
ity is part of the concurrent
list. Key aspects of central
government policy include
promoting domestic manu-
facturing of solar modules
and electrolyzers, safeguard-
ing domestic manufacturing,
and domestic content require-
ments, and implementin,
policies to encourage specif-
ic types of electricity genera-

tion like rooftop solar and off-
shore wind.
India's bl pol-

gen production. These invest-
‘ments are expected to gener-
ate directand indi-

icy framework adopts a holis-
tic approach, addressing mul-
tiple factors. For example,
the Ladakh region, with excel-
lent irradiation levels, lacks
sufficient infrastructure to
integrate its power into the
grid. To tackle this, the gov-
ernment announced the
green energy corridor.
Furthermore, the govern-
ment identified states with
offshore wind potential and
introduced a viability gap
funding scheme with an out-
lay of Rs 7,453 crores for
installing 1 GW of offshore
wind projects. Regulatory
policies also aim to enhance
self-sufficiency in the energy.
The Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme, with
an outlay of Rs. 24,000 crores,
targets achieving gigawatt-
scale manufacturing capacity
of high-efficiency solar PV
modules. Additionally, the
Strategic Interventions for
Green Hydrogen Transition
(SIGHT) Program, with an
outlay of Rs. 17,490 crores
under the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, supports
domestic manufacturing of
electrolyzers and green hydro-

rect jobs while ensuring ener-
gy security.

The government has also
introduced schemes to pro-
mote distributed solar gener-
ation at the household level in
both rural and urban areas.
The PM-KUSUM scheme
aims to reduce the agricultur-
al sector's reliance on diesel
and boost farmers' incomes
by providing central govern-
ment subsidies of up to 50%
for installing standalone solar
pumps and solarizing existing
grid-connected agricultural
pumps. Farmers can alsoin-
stall grid-connected solar
plants on barren land and sell
electricity to local distribution
companies (DISCOMs). In
the interim budget for FY
2024-25, the government
announced the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojna, which
offers subsidies covering up to
40% of solar panel installation
costs. This scheme aims to
equip 10 million homes with
solar panels, saving INR
75,000 crores in electricity
costs.

(The writer is a manager-
investments at AMPIN Energy
Transition, views are personal)

Indian people's voice than it

the Constitution from the
B

are personal)
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PRESIDENT'S STATE VISIT
Madam — President Droupadi Murmu
embarked on a six-day state visit to three
nations: Fiji, New Zealand, and Timor-
Leste a couple of days ago. I wonder why
the President has undertaken this visit?
How will engaging with these nations ben-
efit India? Fiji and Timor Leste are almost
unheard of countries in India. What is the
government's agenda really? As both Fiji
and New Zealand are approximately
11,000 kms and Timor Leste is about
6.5000 kms away, it goes without saying
that a to and fro visit to these countries
would cost our nation a humongous sum.
Besides, the President who would be trav-
elling by a state aeroplane (read, like a pri-
vate airliner) would leave a heavy carbon
footprint. Will a RTI query in respect of
the purpose and cost of the tri-nation jaunt
be answered, if at all?

Avinash Godboley| Dewas

BLINDING HEADLIGHTS CAUSE ACCIDENTS
Madam— Blinding headlights are one of
the important causes of road accidents in
India. A driver can be blinded by the oppo-
site vehicles as well as the rear ones. On
an average, glaring headlights are direct
or contributory causes of 75 percent of
vehicular collisions in India. Of course
high beam lights are useful in low visibil-
ity when there are little or no street lights.
However, rules say high beams can be
employed by the drivers only if there are
no oncoming vehicles but not many dri-
vers are sticklers for rules. Rear vehicles can
distract the front drivers' vision by using
bright lights within 60 metres.

It has become a fashion for several young-
sters, especially in small towns and cities
with none to keep a hawk's eye on them,
to use ornamental illumination like flashy
headlights. Flickers, Light emitting
diodes(LED), and its variants, are freely
used by irresponsible drivers. Section 177
of the Motor Vehicles Act (MVA) has
explicitly detailed the proper and improp-
er use of headlights. Many drivers, espe-
cially the non-professional ones, are obliv-
ious to the correct usage of headlights and

Justice delayed is justice denied

his is wtih reference to your editorial
T“Justice Delayed”. The Chief Justice of
India’s deep concern over the excessive
delay in disposing of cases, as noted in the

this can mainly be blamed on poor qual-
ity of driving schools and doling out
licences without proper application of
mind.

Ganpat Bhat |Akola
TURMOIL IN BANGLADESH

Madam — Sheikh Hasina’s resignation as
Prime Minister of Bangladesh is a result
of socio-political upheaval of her own
making. Every nation is an enterprise
owned and run by its people who elect a
government to run it as also simultane-
ously place an Opposition as the auditor.
So long as the auditor is facilitated by the
government to put up dissenting notes
and is willing to correction, the sharehold-
ers let the checks and balances play out.
‘When the government fails to give cre-
dence to the opposition, a plethora of pub-
lic fora and institutions come in to press
an alternative narrative. Should the gov-
ernment resort to suppressing them too
, the people step in as suo- moto auditor.
The likes of social media then expound
dissent and if this too goes unheeded, peo-
ple act as regulators leveraging electoral

editorial is a concern shared by all. The stag-
gering fact that 44 million cases are pending
and could take 300 years to resolve at the cur-
rent pace should prompt the ruling govern-
ment to seek a tangible solution. Currently, fil-
ing a case itself feels like a punishment for both
parties involved.
Even after winning a case, the appeals
process undertaken by the losing party makes
the entire affair extremely frustrating. There
is a pressing need to increase the capacity of
courts at all levels to handle and dispose of
cases in a timely manner. However, it is unfor-
tunate that even the existing courts are
forced to operate with severe manpower short-
ages. Simply changing the Acts and their
names is not the change people desire; what
is urgently needed is systemic and infrastruc-
tural improvement.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

platforms to tone down aberrations in
governance by impinging on electoral
standing of the ruling dispensation.
Should a government seek to neutralise
the process of such franchise itself, as has
been in many nations across the globe,
people take to roads to convey the mes-
sage. An extremely recalcitrant govern-
ment could then compel people to set up
tribunals and don the robes of judge and
jury. Bangladesh has apparently slipped
into this unhappy final phase. It's military
may yet be sagacious enough to restore
law and order and enable the nation to
reclaim governance and eschew going the
Myanmar way. There is a lesson for every
progressive democratic nation. Stifling the
elected opposition and relentless and
heavy handed suppression of dissent per
se in hubris of power, is bound to heav-
ily set back economic progress while the
socio political fabric stands frayed
beyond repair.

R Narayanan | Mumbai

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Maps as milestones

The myth propagated by British colonial authorities that Indian 'natives' had neither
any sense of history nor the ability to maintain records lies shattered. Court records

TheStatesiman

Incorporating and directly descended
from THE FRIEND OF INDIA - Founded 1818

Liquor ads

he forthcoming regulations by the Centre to clamp

down on surrogate advertising in the liquor industry

mark a significant step towards consumer protection
and public health. These regulations, set to be finalised
within a month, will not only prohibit direct advertise-
ments of alcohol but also ban the more insidious surrogate
ads and event sponsorships that have long circumvented
existing laws. Surrogate advertising, a clever but mislead-
ing tactic, has been used by liquor companies to promote
their brands under the guise of unrelated products such
as bottled water, soda, and music CDs. These advertise-
ments often feature logos, slogans, and imagery closely
associated with their alcoholic products, creating a strong
brand recall among consumers. By using popular Bolly-
wood stars and high-profile events, these companies have
managed to keep their brands in the public eye despite
the ban on direct alcohol advertisements.

The new rules will impose fines of up to Rs 50 lakh on
companies found guilty of misleading surrogate advertis-
ing. Celebrities endorsing these products will also face
penalties, including endorsement bans ranging from one
to three years. This move is a clear message from the gov-
ernment that circumventing advertising bans through cre-
ative loopholes will no longer be tolerated. Consumer
Affairs Secretary Nidhi Khare has emphasised that these
regulations aim to close the circuitous routes companies
take to promote their products. By targeting the entire
ecosystem of surrogate advertising, the government hopes
to reduce the pervasive influence of alcohol advertising
on Indian society. India's alcohol market, valued at
approximately Rs 3.76 lakh crore, is one of the largest glob-
ally, with a rapidly growing middle class driving demand.
However, this growth comes with a significant public
health cost.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has noted that
comprehensive bans on alcohol advertising are dmong
the most effective measures to reduce alcohol

of Princely States provide details of daily events, visits,

letters received and

despatched, accounts and payments, assets and inventories; in today's parlance
these would be MIS reports...

mpires and kingdoms

needed maps. In times of

peace and war, the im-

portance of maps was
always underscored; the accura-
cy of maps in marking out fron-
tiers was highlighted; and those
who contributed to the creation
of maps were acknowledged for
their meticulous work,for push-

tion and related harms. India's per capita alcohol con-
sumption is projected to increase from about 5 litres in
2019 to nearly 7 litres by 2030, outpacing even China. The
high rate of alcohol-related deaths in India further under-
scores the need for stringent regulatory measures. The
new regulations are inspired by global best practices, such
as those in Norway, where strict advertising bans have
successfully reduced alcohol sales over time. By prohibit-
ing the marketing of products like soda and glassware that
use designs similar to alcohol brands, India aims to elim-
inate the subtle yet powerful brand recall these ads create.
Critics might argue that these regulations could stifle
the business interests of major corporations and impact
the economy.

However, the long-term benefits of a healthier popu-
lation and reduced alcohol-related harm far outweigh the
short-term economic gains. The liquor industry must find
more responsible ways to market their products without
resorting to deceptive practices that undermine public
health. Responsible advertising practices will not only
comply with the law but also foster a healthier society.
The government’s proactive stance should be commend-
ed, as it sets a precedent for prioritising public health over
commercial interests.

Silent Betrayal

s India navigates the complexities of modernisation
and urbanisation, a troubling paradox has emerged.
espite a cultural foundation that venerates the eld-
erly, a growing number of senior citizens are being aban-
doned by their families. This phenomenon, largely hidden
from public view, is a stark betrayal of India's deeply root-
ed values of familial duty and respect for elders. Tradi-
tionally, Indian society has revered the elderly, with multi-
generational households serving as the norm. The expec-
tation that children will care for their ageing parents is
ingrained in both religious tenets and social customs. Yet,
this once unshakable bond is fraying. The reasons for this
shift are manifold and complex. One significant factor is
the economic pressure exerted by longer lifespans.
Advances in healthcare have increased life expectancy,
but they have also introduced new challenges. Elderly par-
ents often require extensive medical care, which can strain
the financial resources of children. The younger genera-
tion, already grappling with its own familial responsibili-
ties and economic pressures, finds itself in a bind. This
dilemma forces many to make difficult decisions between
caring for their children or their ageing parents. Urbani-
sation and the migration of young people to cities in
search of better opportunities exacerbate the issue. As the
young move away from their homes, the traditional sup-
port structures weaken.

The physical distance complicates caregiving and fos-
ters a sense of disconnection. In the hustle and bustle of
urban life, the elderly, left behind in rural areas or small
towns, become isolated and neglected. Moreover, the
creeping influence of Western values has begun to erode
the tradition of multigenerational living. Individualism
and the pursuit of personal goals often take precedence
over collective family responsibilities. Nursing homes and
professional caregivers, once seen as taboo, are becoming
more accepted as viable alternatives. While these institu-
tions can provide necessary care, they also signify a depar-
ture from the familial bond that has historically under-
pinned Indian society.

The result is a burgeoning population of abandoned
elderly, a demographic that now calls the streets, hospi-
tals, and temples home. Shelters offer a refuge, but they
are merely a Band-aid on a gaping wound. They are filled
with stories of heartbreak and betrayal, of parents dis-
carded when they become too burdensome. The govern-
ment's res; including the and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, is a step in the right
direction, but it is not enough. Many elderly people are
unaware of their rights, and even those who know are
often reluctant to take legal action against their own chil-
dren. The stigma and emotional turmoil associated with
such actions are significant deterrents. Ultimately, how a
society treats its most vulnerable members is a reflection
of its values. The abandonment of the elderly is a silent
crisis that undermines the moral fabric of Indian society.
Itis imperative that India rekindles its traditional respect
for the elderly, ensuring they live their final years with

dignity and love.
AEEEEEE
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Maps, whether in lhe ancient,
pre-modern or modern world,
are clearly termed as ‘knowledge
products’ whose worth contin-
ues to be recognised by Kings
and Heads of State.

At the Maharaja Fatesingh
Museum in Vadodara, a selection
of rare archival maps and paint-
ings is driving home the signifi-
cance of these artefacts, pains-
takingly restored and exhibited
as ‘Picturing Place: Painted and
Printed Maps at the Udaipur
Court’. It is a collaborative effort
of The Getty Paper Project and
The City Palace Museum, Udai-
pur which has made possible the
building of these bridges with the
past, adding another dimension
to our understanding of how our
history was mapped, as it was
shaped. Launched in 2018,
before the pandemic stopped the
physical world in its tracks, the
Getty Paper Project was focussed
not only on funding professional
development of curators around
the world, it was designed to
bring prints and drawings on to
the centre stage of museums and
collections. For far too long pa-
intings, sculpture, textiles, arms
and armouries, architecture took
pride of place in museums, big
and small.

Through the Paper Project,
it was books, documents, prints
and drawings which assumed
rightful significance as interest in
these collections grew with 21st
century audiences. The Getty
reached out to museums for
experimental projects to chal-
lenge the creativity of their cura-
tors, besides providing opportu-
nity to proactively restore
archival materials.

Many may not be aware that
the US-based Getty is a leading
global arts organization commit-
ted to the exhibition, conserva-
tion, and understanding of the
world’s artistic and cultural her-
itage. Working collaboratively
with partners around the globe,
the Getty Foundation, Getty Co-
nservation Institute, Getty Muse-
um and Getty Research Institute
are dedicated to greater under-
standing of relationships betw-
een the world’s many cultures,
bringing together people, profes-
sionals, and institutions in mean-
ingful ways.

It was in 2021 that the Uda-
ipur-based Maharana of Mewar
Charitable Foundation (MMCF)
received the grant from the Getty

Foundation. The objective was to
research, restore and plan exhi-
bitions of rare, never-seen-before
array of maps and cartography-
related documents. The curato-
rial and research teams of the
City Palace Museum were work-
ing on preserving the cartograp-
hic materials in its archives,
many of which dated back to the
1700s. Digging into archives of
Maharana Mewar Research Insi-
tute (MMRI), it was clear that his-
torical documentation in the pre-
modern era, whether in Mewar
or in other Princely States, was
second to none, The myth, prop-
agated by the British colonial
authorities, that Indian ‘natives’
had neither any sense of history
nor the ability to
maintain records,
lies shattered. Court
records of Princely
States  provide
details of daily ev-
ents, visits, letters
received and des-
patched, accounts
and payments, as-
sets and invento-
ries; in today’s parl-
ance these would
be MIS reports,
while Court records
as in the State of
Udaipur-Mewar are
referred to as ‘Bahi-
das’. At MMRI, for
instance, records of
the last 400 years are available,
awaiting digitization while sever-
al bahidas have been published.

‘Picturing Place: Painted and
Printed Maps at the Udaipur
Court’ was initially exhibited at
the City Palace Museum, and cu-
rator Dr Shailka Mishra explain-
ed “it has been curated in differ-
ent themes. We have showcased
some 53 objects including a div-
erse array of maps

The writer Is
researcher on
hertage ssues

RAJU
MANSUKHANI

deputy curator of
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya

tion of topographic details began
with the coming of the British,
especially after the British impe-
rial authorities began their sub-
jugation and rule over India. The
vast collection, of over 500 maps,
architectural drawings and blue-
prints preserved at the MMRI,
bring to light the brilliance of pa-
inted maps. “In pre-modern, or
pre-colonial times, these painted
maps were the visual means to
tell stories,” curator Dr Mishra
pointed out.

The pride of place is taken by
the Chittorgarh maps; Chittor
being acknowledged since the
8th-9th centuries CE as the ‘fort
among all forts’. Presented are
fascinating details of Chittorgarh:
its history, genea-
logical charts of its
rulers, and most
significantly, the
public spaces have
been highlighted,
the landscape and
waterbodies mark-
ed, the till-date fa-
mous temples can
be seen on the
maps. No wonder

these  painted
maps, some very
large in size,
mscwvann remain historical
and a former documents provid-

ing an overview of
the social and cul-
tural life within the
fort-city of Chittorgarh, once the
capital-city of Mewar before the
Maharanas established Udaipur
and moved to the ‘city of lakes’ in
the middle of the 16 century CE.
While the Court of Udaipur was
famous for its writings on history
and literature, exhibitions like
‘Picturing Place’ have put the
spotlight on these maps, as part
of a vibrant intellectual cul(ure

commissioned and collected by
the Maharanas of Mewar. On dis-
play are seven paintings, 31

not just to
but the entire nation. Through
this exhibition, Dr Mishra high-
lighted the multifaceted purposes

maps, one drawing,
12 photographs, one photo al-
bum and one bahida from the
MMRI.” Topographical maps,
landscape paintings, the carto-
graphic works of British painters
on Mewar and Udaipur, besides
the early printed maps of India,
world maps, and local district
maps created for revenue admin-
istration have been presented.
The exhibition gives visitors fas-
cinating insights into how places,
landscapes, and the topography
of the State of Mewar were prod-
uced on maps, paintings, and
other related documents. The
iconic architecture of Udaipur’s
palaces and temples can also be
seen in these artefacts, as depict-
ed by cartographic printers and
painters of the past.

Once again, a myth-shatter-
ing moment: it had been assum-
ed that map-making and collec-

of maps, from
political and cultural motivations
to imperialistic ambitions. “Seen
together, it provides an opportu-
nity to examine the visualization
of architecture, landscape and
topography in different mediums
over two centuries,” said the
curator.

Moreover, the exhibition, as
it moves across India, provides
avenues for further research on
this unique collection and elab-
orates on the agency of court
artists within the challenging
field of cartographic knowledge.
Reading the map titled ‘Mewar
State’, published by Hiteshi Pus-
tak Prakashan, 1945, (Accession
No.: 2020.42.0050) is an interest-
ing exercise in seeing resurgent
identities through maps in regi-
onal languages, Hindi in this
case. The late 19th and early 20th
century CE were a period of cul-

Lessons for S Asia

SIR, This refers to your editorial,
“Bangladesh'’s crisis” (August 7).
The political journey of Sheikh
Hasina had been marked by sig-
nificant highs and dramatic lows.

Her 15-year grip on power col-
lapsed abruptly and in a dramatic
fashion. Despite plaudits for boost-
ing a struggling economy, Hasina’s
administration was increasingly
criticized at home and abroad over
claims it was becoming authoritar-
ian, with accusations of extrajudi-
cial killings, strong-arm tactics
toward critics, political vendettas
and shrinking press freedom.

The South Asian nation of
about 171 million has seen a cycle

tural resurgence and linguistic
movements in India. These maps
of Mewar in Hindi and English
reflect the growing interest in
regional histories and cultural
identities. During this era, histo-
rians delved on regional histo-
ries, exploring local narratives,
dynasties, and cultural develop-
ments within specific regions,
challenging colonial narratives,
and ing indi his-
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Viet Nam is
in golden
population
period

he golden population is the
period when the proportion of
people in the working age (15-
64 years old) is higher than the propor-
tion of dependent ones (under 15 years
old and over 64 years old).

This structure often occurs when
birth rates decrease and average life
expectancy increases. The golden pop-
ulation is considered an opportunity
for the economic development of a
country.

During this period, the labour
force is abundant, which can promote
production and economic growth.
However, the golden population can
also lead to a number of challenges,
such as increased pressure on the
health and education systems,
increased risk of unemployment and
increased social inequality.

Viet Nam is in the golden popula-
tion period. According to forecasts of
the General Statistics Office, the struc-
ture will last until 2041. This is an
opportunity for Viet Nam to promote
economic and social development.

The golden population only
appears once for each country, so it is
necessary to have a national strategy
on employment to adapt to the period.

The Ministry of Health will have
to improve population quality and take
care of people’s health, especially

A MEMBER
OF THE

tories.

Maps of historical kingdoms
like Mewar with its boundaries,
landmarks, and cultural sites
gained popularity, reflecting the
region's rich legacy. Hindi
emerged as a prominent lan-
guage during India’s independ-
ence movement, and the
demand for maps in Hindi
soared. By 1937, Hindi maps
were locally available in Udaipur,
emphas Mewar's identity
within Rajasthan and India. Sev-
eral maps showcased adminis-
trative units, physical features,
local produce, economy, infra-
structure, colleges, population,
and mines, offering fascinating
insights into the vibrant past of
Princely State of Udaipur-Mew-
ar. For those keen on military
history, maps of the ‘Western
campaign of World War I’ are
displayed. The map, printed by
W & AK Johnston, highlights the
German Empire's western front
during 1914-1918, marked by a
bold red line. Maps in the inset
provide detailed views of Paris
and Berlin, key cities in the cam-
paign. “The British relied heavily
on Indian contribution to the
war effort,” said Dr Lakshyaraj
Singh Mewar, trustee of MMCF.
“Our illustrious great-great
grandfather Maharana Fateh
Singh extended generous finan-
cial aid including a loan of Rs 5
lakhs, troops and resources to
the British. Mind you, he was the
only invitee among the Indian
Princes who, on a matter of prin-
ciple, did not attend the Delhi
Durbars of 1903 and 1911.”

Maharana Fateh Singh had
steadfastly refused to offer obei-
sance to the British Monarch or
to admit a subservient sovereign
status. In 1911, he made the jour-
ney to Delhi by a special train but
did not attend the Durbar. His
chair, made for the occasion, was
never sat upon. King George V
came to Salimgarh railway sta-
tion to meet him, thus making
Maharana Fateh Singh the first
Indian ruler to meet the King-
Emperor in private audience.
Maps have an extraordinary
power to unfold stories, making
us proud of our history and
exemplary personalities.

(Photo: Former Royal Fami-
Iy-Members of Baroda and
Mewar at Maharaja Fatesingh
Museum gallery, Vadodara.)

health before marriage,

prenatal and neonatal screening, diag-
nosis and treatment according to the
Prime Minister’s Decision No. 1999
issued on December 7, 2020.

Fertility is one of the most impor-
tant factors affecting population
growth rate, population size as well as
population structure in a country.

If the birth rate is too high com-
pared to the death rate, it will lead to
a rapid increase in population size,
negatively impacting the ecological
environment and socio-economic
development goals.

On the contrary, if the fertility rate
is too low, it will have a direct and pro-
found impact on the population struc-
ture and leave many consequences.

One is the shortage of workers.
Second is increasing the aging rate and
number of the elderly. Third is a
decline in population size and negative
population growth. These will greatly
impact socio-economic development,
national defence and security.

The consequences of population
problem are very long, only seen
decades later, even a generation later.

The future generation born will
enjoy the sweet or bitter fruits of our
policies today. Even to achieve replace-
ment fertility level, we have to go
through three or four generations of
childbearing. Replacement fertility is
the fertility level at which a woman
has, on average, just enough daughters
to replace herself in the next cycle of
population.

‘Therefore, when the replacement
fertility rate is maintained, it will contin-
ue stabilising the population structure at
a reasonable level, contributing to the
country’s sustainable development.

Viet Nam's population is in the
transition stage from replacement fer-
tility level, to low fertility trend, from
early birth model to late birth model,
from high death rate to low death rate,
from young population structure to
aging population.

The decreasing fertility, in addi-
tion to the impact on population size,
also leads to a decrease in the propor-
tion of children under 15 years old and
an increase in the proportion of elderly

eople.
Currently, Viet Nam is still in the
process of aging population and is one
of the countries with the fastest aging
rate in the world.

While it takes developed countries
decades and some countries centuries
to transition from the aging population
stage to the old population stage, in
Viet Nam it only takes about 26 years.

of coups and political unrest over
the decades, but the recent tur-
moil was among the bloodiest in
the country’s history.

As for India, the turmoil in
Bangladesh poses a significant
challenge and security dilemma.
There is a concern that illegal in-
filtrations and a rise in terrorism
may occur in northeastern parts
of India, and the country must
take on the responsibility of ad-
dressing and mitigating these
immediate threats.

In Sheikh Hasina’s ignomin-
ious fall there lie lessons for all
developing nations, particularly
those in South Asia, that political
repression, mixed with economic
frailty, is a perfect recipe for pub-
lic unrest.

And when all avenues for
dissent are shut, the stage will be
tfor either violent upheaval or the
entry of unelected forces moving

epaperthestatesman.cam

in to ‘save the day.’
Yours, etc.,
Ranganathan Sivakumar,
Chennai, 7 August.

STUDENTS' ROLE

SIR, This refers to the article,
“Movement hijacked by funda-

ers’ quota, the apparent hijacking
of the movement and transform-
ing of the same into a broader,
aggressive and violent anti-gov-
ernment protest by fundamental-
ist parties like the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and the
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh is a
matter of grave concern for the
future of the nation.

in today’s
edition ofThe Statesman.

Erina Haque Bithy has pro-
vided a clear picture of the devel-
opments that took place in Bang-
ladesh over the past few weeks.

While the quota reform
movement started by the students
can be regarded as successful tak-
ing into consideration the
Supreme Court order of a substan-
tial reduction in the freedom fight-

It is imperative that the stu-
dents not get instigated by these
undemocratic approaches and
maintain their unity in an effort
to restoring normalcy through
pragmatic and meaningful ap-
proaches.

The future of Bangladesh lies
in their actions.

Yours, etc., Anupam Neogi,
Kolkata, August 7.
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A thought for today
In the gge of live-strewming, it's necessary judges show
greater restraint in proceedings..observations made
con cause impalpable harm to the judivial pracess
SUPREME COURT

Courting Differences

SC dealt with HC judege’s remarks against it, But

the real issue is courts must put justice over remit
at an 8C bench had aspecial sitting wtake to task a judge of
Punjab & Haryana high court over comments the HC judge
madde about the top court, i8 & complex and troubling
situation, with important les=ons. 10% not simply & matter of an HC
judge’s eriticism of 8C, which the top court dealt with yesterday,
calling Justice Rajbir Sebrawat's remarks “unnecessary and
unwarranted”, and expunging them. 5C made it abundantly clear

ATTEMPT THE ABSI

ACHIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE st 2555

THE TIMES DF INDI&

SHE’S STILL GOLD

Vinesh Phogat’s disqualification feels like a Shakespearean tragedy. Its cause must be investigated
and made public. But her dangal in different arenas remains as inspiring as ever

vijitGhoshitimesofindia.com

Allol us haveseen photos
of thatday, theday when
Vigweals Phogatand feliss
wrestlers, includingitio
bronze medallist Sakshi
Malik, tried to march
townrds Parfisment last summer. Thay
werw protosting against a subio collusion
nn] inmetion by authorities on sexual
ment allegations against then
\\'} !hru-a; Bri) Bhushan Singh. But thekr
efforts o bemonstrate wers cut short by
adeter,

that partles may be aggrieved by an order but “a judge can never he
aggrieved by a higher appellate forum.”

The matter | [t's necessary we understand what triggered Justice

‘s outhurst, SC staved a of-eourt order on which

.lualme Sehrawat, (rcharge of rester of contempt proceedings, was

In the pics, wo ses Phogat in every
shado of defianee. In one phido, she i
climbing over o barricode. In another,
sheisatthe centreal a tugol war between
cops anid fellow protesters. But o third
frame in the maost poignant. Phogat i5.on

initiating action against Haryana govt for of an
earlier HC o der. The appeal in SC was only against lhe uun!?rm:l
arder, not the orighnal erder. Upshot: a stay
Interpreted asa stay on non-compliance. Justice Solmwa:ssld S0
hadn’t considered “consequences” of staying the HC's confempt
order. That such stays had implications on
theground. For instance, it wasargued
that a stay by SC on HC's contempt
orders had heen interpreted as
“de facto” stay om theovder itss1f in
a case pertaining to pay grades of
judicial officers, which is still
hangingfire.

The worry | Thejudiciary is best
p].aced 1o carry eut its own damage control MeaEUres. Justice

withanather woman wresther,
1In'¢r!'rnmh clutching a tricolour. with
the police trying to drag them away

On Wednesday, over 4 yesr later
arather Phagat photo was splashed in
newspapers across the country, 1t was

Japan's seemingly unbeatahle Yui
Busaki, wheyhad v thi Tk o 2060 gl

Inthe
pic, Phagst is lying on the mat, herarms
ared logsshapedin the paseof 2 human X
b hiakr ereating a dark halo,

Bt it's the fice that best demands a
eloser seruting it°s 3 fes wheve s cpclons
of emotions seeme to have converged
Ar:ui 110t essy deooding them, s tiafuce
ol

Sehrawat's outburst was uncalled for: The roster to hear
matters was transferred from him. Yesterday, a bench of HO
Justice Sheel Nagu and Justice Anil Kshetarpal stayed Ju
Sehrawat’s contempt order itsell until tho next hearing,
prevent any further damage to the reputation and majesty of the
ruleof taw™, But that is not the point.

The lesson | Reputation s bullt on trust, integrity and smooth
functioning. It's clear the judiciary’s federal soructure s feeling a
certain strain. There've been far too many oceaslons where high
courts and trial courts have bristled at 8Os initiatives to improve
Judiciary functioning, seeing these instead as SC ‘overreach’.
What all this says is that Judges need to always put the goal of
delivering justice fairly and efficiently above disputes on remits,
Judiciary across levels shoold pay heed to what 5C said yesterday,
that “courts arenot supreme bt the Constitution is.”

Job Half Done

Indexation benefit for house sale should have been
retained even for transactions post-budget
Thu govt's move to Introduce a grandfnthering clavse for the

eontentious budget proposal that removed indexation benefits
for real estate transactions will be welcomed by homeswmers
and investors alike. Post-budget. calenfation of long-term capital
ins (LTCG) tax on unlisted assets Like property would have entailed
a higher tax outgo for a large section of real estate sales, notwith-
slanding the reduction in tax vate from earlier 20% to 12.5%, With
sellers now having the option 1o choose between old and new
regimes for transactions done before July 23, Mnance ministry has
iticism that anysoch retr tax was hourd to evoke,
Realty ialcategory | Th ing behind th in
capital tax regime was sound at & general level, Having a uniform
LTCG rate will nodoubt make the tax structure simpler and create a
level-playing field across asset classes.
However, an exception Is warranted for
assets like land and buildings. For many
Indian familles, buving or selling
property can be a life-changing decision,
As compared to the markets, real estate
assetsalso offer more ‘assured’ returnon
investment. Even at the sectoral level,
removal of indexation benefit was expected tohit secondary sales
market and dampen investment in real estate. Investordriven
markets like Delh-NCR and Mumbai wers Hkely to take a big hit
Bring back old regime | But govt hasn't gone far enough, as the
new tax regime stays for prospective transactions. In an erm when
inflation is almost a constant, investing in real estale assets for
long-term would thus be less attractive than before. Redirecting
investment from short-term to long-term was one of the primary
abjectives of the capital gains regime being reworked in the
budget. By not reintroducing indexation henefits, govt might e
upending that goal.

GenZ, chill!

GenABC is Brat too
Bachi Karkaria

We are a All our pwn. The golden-olties of our
eomplex. We live up 10 its name. We gat roady companionship
fraen the Dostis we forge here. Atour commial celebeations,
we become Flambngos. dancing quess-motlers In ranl plik,
werock Tod by retrn knees. So what if the
‘mwiry’ ia chue to hips more st1ff than silken'

Wearen' tanly s n it Danguet
handl', Girey brigade meets up evory ordinary evening too. Like parrots an our
palm fromds, mokila mondal sits lined op o garden parapet, umbrella.ed by
benign chimpa. Four metres away, 3-vear-olds negotinte with baby steps the

o compensate for the inadequacy of
wrdls? O ks it Inrl‘n:\'ll\\-u[ TN BRGNS

Haryans wresder trailed till the dying
seermids, before her tacking manosuvre.
fetched her the points she needed. The
cammentator described the cutcome as
“flie bigigeat slwock of all shocks in all
wrestling”

How does a face register every

emution Insite

thenew invincible On Tuesday night,
agoid not only looked within her reach,
Bt soemed a dlsrinet posaibiling

If that hail happenad, she would
have been the first Tndian wrestler
LA or woman, trensare the national
anthemn was paved inan Olympics
« ing the drumutle

like this! Moybe Malik, Phogal's
comradh in the anti-spmal hamssment
atruggle, rould have explained it beel.
She had pulled off & <imiar Olympic-
sized mirnele eight years agm. Trailing
all along In the bronws me
foce-off n Rio 2015, she
hiad scord & stunnihg
Kast gaan win in the dying
seconds, 10 become the
nirst  [ndian  woman
wresiler to elaim nn
Cilympte medal. fronically,
it was In Kio where
Phogat_bodevillasd by s
ligminent,

was stretchered off in
pain and rearz after
a  yquarierfinal

Dghiters Lke
Phaogat and
Malik worn
pushed into
a  sitwation
whoro  they
thought of Hinging
owiy thelr carver
medals into the
G i dlisgpust?
Much 1ike Iwm"r

relief |
sheeould win® Or is 1n:|=mr\sslmmf a
mare conplex cocktall, encapsulating
everything endured on and off the mat
overthe past 18 months?

In Paris durisg the bouts, Phogast
saemed obein s zoneol hor own. Tha TV

Tl dome with 11L1
Obympic medal in the
o river, after enco-
untering rocism at a
restaurant in LS.
Phogat's next two

had deser & ]
foree of natare™ Phogat tamel her,
defending every move her rival mode
Tk her [ dopended on it And vet the

CouRters AgRin: from
Ukraine and Cuba \Imlel’lllled how she
wis really 8 worman on a mission. Both
wers gutsy and gritty; only Phogat was

arch of her journey what

ttuy e

& momant thar wonld have been! That

in ber fioest hoor she would Be
disquerlified for being overweight feels
like o Shakespearcan trapedy in

real-life Whatcausedtheslipupmustbe
nvestigated and macde pu
‘Bt that doesn't ke gy hing away
from  the Immensity of Phogat's
achieveryent.  Conskler  that  after
spending wesks ina tent in
dantar  Manter, afier a
soulerushing bout with the
authorities, she  anderwent
ancther surgery to reconstruct
thelne: lgment kot Aug. Oymple
Gold Guest, 8 notdfor-profit company.
supparted  her 11] the  way The
hologheal o m
dgonising the Dm'slcul pain of
nﬂr\hllllnllm that (ullrlwll! Thi rebol
apoli thulDLm.whrnwrts:lcn].lehmr
Were Just (ghting for thedr right i be
rospectad
T that extent, the story of Vinesh
Fhogat, whi belomgs fo a family of
premium wrestlers, Is beyomd medal:
Battling physical infurkes, overcoming

nfter 8 major surgery; qualifring for
the Olympicn and overcoming the
Invinellle, she's inspiring not only
for thosa who seeh o attain
incfividual excellonce in sports, ut
alsoforthese fighling for o cause.
Herongoing striggle s acmally
a dongnl against mapproprials
conduet b the workplace, o plea
for safely, especlally of yolng
girls whase protests aren’t
acted upon. A frue tribule o
her les In cnsuring & beter
environment for all futnre
wrestlors. And that requires
ore effort and intent tin
posting cleery messages on
sncial media,

Phogat turns 0 later this
manth. Unehopesthat this is
mot the concluding passage

af her glittering career For
she has the gift of cresting fire
from the ashes. After thedisqualification,
abie iy ot win a medsl in Parts, bot it
doesn't change the facl that Vinesh
Phogat is gold

Can Bangladesh’s Banker To The Poor Save Its Democracy?

Yunus as head of interim govt will be working on an agenda set by other forces. Legitimacy of his
administration will depend on how quickly he restores order and holds free and fair elections

Shikha Mukerjee

| The tost of the intoraim
govt honded by Nobel
Laurezte  Muhammad
Nupas  appoinied by
President  Mohamimed
in in consul-

the final dee ilon-makers,

Varnu's decision tostep i ns hend of
an interlm govt is intriguing, In 2007,
when thearmy asked him rutl\iwuwr-n
chief advizor ina.

of Bangladesh, The celebrating young
peaple and even older demonseatars
whi hit the streets after July snd joinod
the lang march to Thaks on Aug §, are

govt parind, ha had doclined. Givon tha
mtnper of His sppointmen, the Vs

tation with Bangladesh's dofonco bossos
and the AntiDiscrimination Stsdents
Movement. will be to restore nermaley
o the fargeted killings of * Awami
Leagne  leadors and  activists  and
whowver eise ison the listof disapproved
porsons.  Yonus  may  possess  the
eourage, eooviction and amblton oo
But the question 15 toes w possess
power 1o take on the political aml
fundarmentalial foroes that ran amok
thiis Momday and Tuesiuy?

There are three Impediments that
Yunus haa to know how 1o navigate
First, the cabal of politieal fovces thit
seems 0 have ihen over afier Hasing's
ouster Second, the army, which first
comsudtol with Jamaat e lslami and BNP
before it st down (o nepotlate with
stndent leaders mediated by the
president, Third, ensuaring that elections
that must fellow after parliament was
dissolved are free, fairand credibls,

Will Yunus be his own man?
Yurius hits agrved to wurxon  glote
that is half full, been

gawtis ar
on. Thochange of heart i

they thought they had achivved is pot
rustarntion of demoeracy.
Hasina's and

aceept any army supportet or aemy led
govt, the leaders of the meovement,
including the visible wnd vecal Mahid
Tslim, have beern conned into spenisoring
the Wimusded interim regime. which
incidontally coincided  with  their
arhhnnl ehokee.

Th dents’ seTved as 3

alter years of friction and even a prisen
sentence with Hasina onee calling him a
"hilood surcker”. Tt does siggest that Yums
s loeger sgquenmiah aboul trowing
in his kot with an assortment of
ant-Hasina foroes,

Who are Bangladesh's new power
brokers?

Hasinm may have sworn never
to return byt that does pot mean
Awami §s finshed, The tirgeted
viokenee atul horrific Jd
withinhoursef thearmy
takeover painl o
setthing of political
sEOres,

For - smrters,
the various sm-
denit: and yuuth
lell  organisa-
tions that parti-
cipated in the
SrEE Were
nat in cnnrml

mmmmhpm&m‘n:uﬂpudluJuuulle
ard implement 2 roadmap that has
cibwplioussly e deswi up by others. Wit
cranes et s o matter of speculation, The

aof thi

that enguifed
Hangladesh
Following Hasina's

exit.  Contrary to

bt fhit sertain i thearmy
4 arties 1t ol
immedintely after Hasing fled, will be

her
duparture will not be
the sacond liberation

Calvin & Hobbes

MOTE.
WART AR
A

w: T LisTRGS .‘k‘ Tws

“AIML
AD\M St ou=. ~

PROBAELY THINGS LKE GoMe TD
WORK, PRYING LS AND TAXES.
TREIMG RESTOMBARILATIES

nnried [ herautocratic gove,
Hul Ut did not iberate the country nor
did

It vestare democracy and the
emjoyment of freednm. justion
= nnd human cights. The

wuil for Hasina's politieal opponants o
selee the moment and convert 1t listo the
so-called second liberation struggle. The
protests, virhmes inchading st viokomo,
arson, killings, servisd to bring sbout o

by army
chibed Waker-uz Eaman that
an interim g would fe
formed and the “crisis™
woth] enmd overnight, may
have been designed 1o
Teassure people anxious
about  the  volitlle
demonstrators whohad
swamped thestroots of Dhaka
and ant In (ke disteicts
But it was vacunus
The crisis is far
Imm over By gelting

‘Whatare the lessons for india”

Yurss Krsows how Bmperative it is to
ot onddar back, regardless of hew pow
the 1egime may be, without the army
patralling the strests. The upeising was
alzo when eivilian atharity died and a
difforemt sot of rules took ovoe: Does bo
e the authority to write the new rubis
and bring bock a somblancs of civilinn
arder?

I the sge of soclal media and vieal
videas, the to mimic what

|Iae mesting with

others do isoverpowering. Not only does

in order
to satisfy their
primary demand

thal they won't

within Bangladesh and figury out its
bmpact on domestic security
and polities, it needs to grasp
that economic probboims, the
despair that follows from
unsatisfaciory untenumed jobs,
unemploymentand, above all, s trust
deficit i the Jeadership are dangperoas.
Thwarted aspirations can  spowhball
raphily into & confrontation that an
precipliate acriula,
T wrierisa semior o i

Sacredspace

o,

KD RETAHD RN,
.
MATURE BUNERCES |

eMT |

W The wiseman
Dehalds uli beines

e thal recrsan,
« W he doesnorhate
qomveane. T the ser all things fiave
venlybecome the S af dtiesion,
witaad s can there e for fim
whir buholds thirt oemeriess?

sk Upsanishal

Why Boundaries Are Essential For True Freedom

Neil Vimalkamar

s froe bo sing for the e tme,” The
nfureof fraedom isthat it needs the
i e

sirivingfor 1

I Freedom iz amark of a progressive

suciety Iromically though, freedom
Ihrivesonly within boundaries An

However itis fiseinatingtonote
how veall ane might use ‘frendom® to
Justy lawless netions. Albert Cumies's

2ht get chaotic

,'\» w vof &

what bs legirimate nivd whi L\rml bur

o
umubrmnult_rlmlnuls Heused
hiesk

soasmars and s ings of socialised living

Thate's an ‘old baye club’ too, They walk in twos and throes around the
hadf-kilometre eirenit before settling down Lo conversation. It's usaally o
stocks exchange, antshared aches and pains.

Growing old togother has wps and dowrs, Sl sprightly poss
m elieit en\-lms admiration; sympathy rises s  our beirts sink o
) wtd : gl o shulTie :
~ WaJILIIlE partner is ntlmﬂ:mt Ve( defyi
—_— strokes, thay soldior on, losing mobility hut not spir it
Then, semeine koses 10 tsell - and one man's death
erralica dminshesnsall
Likelast woek, Mr Ganihi, spry and ever-smiting (1l a few
evenings enriler, Suddenly ended up in ICD Sensing the worst, his b wiks
chase 1o !|r||lt( him home, The professor-couple had & fulfilled life with
Aaughtar, and n honguet A hiradari as barnn
aut by I:h: Qillh plll‘t\' in ﬂnnl.' B, if he had to go, better cradled fn
than bes 1 Life but endsall ) -hes8.

Mr Qandhi's ;l.gm frame has loft o hig hele in the evening podiam, and
dessper naide me, Mol s week passed when he didn’t double-ring my doorbell
benring biz-h mtithive, dhepd ki, dol-dhetl. . Samibbalin
sparem chiey,” m-d sy hefare doprrting with o chaory Havo o nise day’ -
whatever thetims.

Now it's adeparture with no-return ticket. Dost's platform filled with dosts
Il ebbanis ootz

isaid: “Let's never

victory".”

example, the 'anll I
amoaliery ithoutrules  ewperti
ard i the qu toset
il ol t 1l d Iree. His
desscriptions of 't I

Nobel Luureste Rebindranath Tagore
hrings hame this point-“1 have a vialin
stringon ny table. Its free tomove in
any divection it wishes. IT Hwistons
end, [Eresponds, it 1 free, But it Is pot
free tosing. So, | take iand fix 1t into my
wiolin hind it and when it is bound, it

mornl acts. Earlier inife,
whilawitlking neross o

thomgh b b someans Jump inta lhe
river He pesponded with

aradd whvy b ot Thig excistential comumndiram

thant iy Hecurefully ivolded n:md.ins
thenewspaper the next few days. lest
thera b a report of this death, which
irnighd lesud B f guilt. In the

rafses thequestion - shoild the minority
voboes be gven more Lmportance, or 38
irthemajority that wins? Sheuldthe
intelligenisin in society be given th bad
! ||:n-rnuh|m.w.ﬂwuld

story. though, theveisa 5 frthe
kropor’, lnughter that hibm, uu‘\\ukr“ an\rr that
yenmp

s, sellishress is called out, The
3 }udsv pemlrnmwwnnn
suilty

Figghits for its moral views,
Thisshowsalacana in human

%
Imuh-mstlt‘& thecryol u\l:ll

and siloncethe laughtor,
[nlflumud}'.wrmmﬂnnﬂ

Iogically
arriveat a positionof moral imperious-
ness - simply beeayse we are all finite
hummass witha mited vantage point.
i i b e

it
thing, hqmmlu what our huxa[

Inok for the transcondent, outsideof

bridgecver theriver T rasend

thata wonsan behind him was aboot i

take her e
™

fve s 1o, W seak

fence, topolnt usto s

alawumtnoursss, and then
dmll.--ngollu-runscqm i thint might

fiallove Bt then, el

Mural La
.ulmrwrru |hrnmum!uwslnunlu

1 dwalking

L aven

1 entities in tf whiks right

Theioriser works with !J_re-F'xu.«Mlﬂn‘
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Winner Vinesh

Gutsy wrestler has proved her mettie

N Olympic gold medal was well within the

grasp of Vinesh Phogat, or rather, of the

entire surcessstarved nation. And then it

Just slipped out, lreaking 1 4 billion hearts.

Tthin hours, the much-anticipated ecstasy

furned into agony — & painful instance of so nearyet so
far: But the tapke turn of events does nol take arything
aay from Vimesh's astounding fest of coming this far,
winning three bouts in a single day, including one
against defending champion Y Susaki. Medal ar no
medal. Vinesh has proved her metile, When Abhinay
Birwdra, an Olympie gold medallict himedf, cays that
‘you dom't need & gold medal W be s true champion to
peaple’, you know — and 50 does everyone, for that
matter —how good you are. You are a winner all the way,

Vinegh didn't have even a moment to rest or
breathe easy after her semifinal victary. She and her
support siaftvaliantly fought atough battle to get her
weight nght for the allamportant weigh-in, She did-
nt slegp all night, she starved — it was a cruel race
agabnet time, and she logt. In the end, it 2l bolled
dowm to just 100-0dd grams — barely one-fifth the
weightof an Clympie gold medal,

Thsqualified bt not disgraced — thatis Vineah's
wwe-inspiring story in four words. Undefeated at the
Paric Olympics, she van hold her head high, in dark
contrast to Canadian sprnter Hen Johnson, who
experienced the ignominy of being stripped of his
100m gold after failing & dope testat the 1988 Ganes,
Sheis arole modelin more ways thanone, Ber skills,
slamina and strength are exemplary; even more so
are her guts "hking on a powerful politician and sex-
ual predator for the sake of the femake wresthing fra-
temity wasan act of moral courage. At Jantay Mantar,
she made it clear that her participation in the protest
had one aim: o ensure that the future generation of
grapplers wrestled safely and fearleasly That fight is
still on, and we know that shewill not give wp till jus-
thee i done. A big salute, Vinesh, (o your never-say-
die spirit both on the mat and alf it

Property tax relief
Incdexation benefit back, but with cut-off date

HE government s decision to restore the

Indexation benefit for long-term capital

gains (LTCG) an property sales marks a

pragmatic eversal in response to public

backlash. The Union Budget's proposal
10 aliminate the indexation benedit while reducing
the LTCG tas rate to 125 per cent simed to simpli-
fy the tax regime: However, if failed to account for
the nuanced finaneinl impacts on property owners,
espectally those with long-held assets. Indexation
adjusts the purchaze price of an asset 10 account for
Inftation, ensuring taxpayers are not disproportion-
ately taxed on nominal gains, Without it faxpayers
eould face substantial tax burdens, misrepresent-
ing the real value of their gainz.

The government's revived stance offers 2 choles:
pay 20 paroent ETCGH o with the indeation benefT or
125 per cent without it, applicable to properties
amlured before July 23, 2024, This flexibility not only

i financiul but also
rd'la:‘.s & more \huugiltml approach o La puiu'\'
ledging th ecrnnic reali

people, Hrm"ver mpemesmmh:ﬁed after thiseut-off
date will only be eligitle for the 13,5 per cent rate with-
out indescation, There we foure that the new regime
might increase secondary market ssbes as invesiors
may noit retain their properties for too long.

Ttimately, this rollback underscores the Importanoe
dnuam:m] Dpofiey-malkeing that Lms.ldu}: buth semon
i iples and public i stored index-
ation benefit is & weleome rebef for many, reaffrming
the povernment’s ability toadapt and refine 12 fiscal
policies inthe face of legitimate public concerns,

OPINION
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A catch—up flight in run-up to Gaganyaan

ISRO hopeful that the Intemational Space Station experience will benefit India’s grand mission

DINESH CSHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

HE Indian Space
Researdn Organisa-
tion (15RO has
porninated one of ils
four newly trained
astronauts Shubhanshu Shuk-
In, to fly o the International
Space Station (I581 Shukls i
in the firt batch of fonr Indians
trained in Bengaluru and Bus-
sia for India’s maiden human
space Might, GeEsnyean While
announcing the decision to
send Shukly the space agency
used the word Gagangutn for
astronaut, sugEesting a possible
eonmection with the Gaganyaan
mission. However, Shukli's
flight tn 153 is an aliogether dif-
ferent etivity, though ISKO
savs the experience gained
from it would help in the
Gaganysan misgiomn.

Ever dnee humans first landed
o the Moon in 1808, mostof the
himan space flights hive been
tw orbiting space  stutions,
Humans fiy in  spacecruft
taunched by powerdly] sockets,
dock the spocectft bo o space
station remain there for-a few
dlinys o wesdts, and return to the
Eurth. The space station erg
beganwith the Soviet Salyut and
American Skvlab in the 1970
Then camie the larger Soviet sta
tion, Mir, and finully the IS8
Juoinitly it by America, Russia
und Europe. China's Tingong
Space Stition has been in the
making fora decade now (it tekes
aJong time 1o aszemble 1 station
in =pecel  and  India has
announced its intention to build
it spacéstation by 5

Th resch 8 sation obiting
iround Barth, one needs poser
fulrockets and robust spacecrsit
that can transpor humimns there
and biring them back safly. For

government due 1o fear of
knowiedge transfer. Second,

TSRO wans mote foctsed on sta

bifising its operstional tellite
programmes and lacked addi

lional resources bo join an inter-
natiomil venture,

By the time a human fiht
pegiped up on [SRO' agends,
the Liet of vigitors o the 1SS had
conside mbly grown Tn the past
25 yeurs, 230 astmnouts from 23
eounties have been i ISSwith
same af them vistting the station
twrs b Teie Gimes. Bor ingtance
the ongoing vist of Sunda
Williarms i her third to ISS. The
U5 and Russa awount for 220
astronauts bo 1SS, while the rest
came from dapan, Cinnds, [iﬂt’

France, Germany,
UK, Belgium, Spatn, "}wwk:n.
Netherlands, Broal —Terael,

this, the Soviets develuped the
S spacceraft and the Amer-
wang the Space Shutlle for
almost 30 wears, The Shuitle
oould IR off vertically Bke a
mcked, ghde in spuee Bke &
spacecrlt and land horizontally
on the earth like an seroplane.
After the Columbio disaster in
2008 — n which Kalpans
Chawa perished — the shuttle
progranune faltered and way
ended in 2011, For a fise years
after this, NASA uged the servie-
esof the Hussian Soyur for send-
ing supplies to the IS5 and
rotate the crewthem,

For the long term, NASA aup-
ported  American  companies
with funds ond technology o
felp them build dumbie space
transportation systems so that it
woubd fully delegate the job of
snding o and crew mis-
sions bo 133 to certifled privats
compénies. This policy resulted
in the emergence of peivate
space players lilee SpaecX and
United Launch Alliance (TLAY
After several cargn missond
uging it & Faleon ® rockets 1o [S5
snie M2 SpaceX lunched its
Orzt crewed misskes in 2020,
LA, ton, made =veral cargo
trips to the IS5 using its AflasV

Toseean Indianon a
spacestation four
decadesafter
Rakesh Sharmas
space journey woulld
be amomentof
national pride.

rocket. 1t lsunched it first
erewed module, Stordiner which
transported Sunitn Willizms to
188 June, [Lhas, bowever not
been found £t for the etun
Joarpey dueio problems with ils
thrusters and continues W be
docked with the IS5,

For Shukla’s fiight to 155,
15RO hae gipned s contract with
a4 private  company, foom
Space, wiich has been cate
gorised by NASA as o full-sene
Foe mission provider toearry out
endn-end  ommercial astro-
naul missions,"” Asinm dees not

have s rocket or spacecradt and
depends on SpaeeX for trans
partation to and from the 1S5
Since May 2021, Axiom has exe-
cuted three commeresl mis-
sions tn 1SS The one with Shuk-
b willl be 14 fourth mission, [tis
unelesr il now O Shukl is
going W fy under o commencind
amesrient betwesn ISRO and
Axiom or under a bilateral deal
twithor without service driages)
with NASA Rakesh Sharma's
fhight to the Salyut ststion n
1964 was a gesture of friendship
frogrithe Soviet Union, Indisdid
nat have to peyforthe dde or the
oogmonsnt training. Salyat’s
mirerssor was the Mir on which
Rusiz hosted 104 cosmonzuts
and astronuts fom 13 countries
Ll it was deorbited in 2001, and
many of them were paid rides.
India missed the 155 bus and
did nok participate inits assem.
by or send an [ndian astronaut
to the spare station while & was
tuking shape in thr l'1'[ls and

Hefans, Malgysio,
South Advics, South Koven, Sau-
i At Thrkey and the UAE
The list includes 13 'privite vis-
iters’ ar space tourists fdom's
first mission to 185 induded
four peivate vigitors,

Even when ISEQ formally
marted  working  on e
Gaginvaan mission in 2018,
sending un Tndisn to the 1SS was
not on the curds. The four astro
naut candidales wers s=nl for
training ot the Yin Gogarin
Spsce Centre and spresments
wrerne signed with Aussan agen
wies for developing other pesen-
tmls needed fira himan spoee

deadiine set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi — coinciding
with the Tith anniversary of
[ndependencain 2022 — was ton
short to be adnieved. A year Lot
er, the ISS plan fipured in the
[melin 15 joint statement during
the Prme Minister's st o
Ameries. T would apoear the
[55 trip of Shulkln is not a ner
esgary  building block for
Geganyaan, hlltm!lm“l\ﬂlk‘h

2000s with the bon ol
eading space agencics, In the
19005, the relations beiween
TERO and NARA were at a lmw
bbb becauee of the eryopgenic
contreversy and the redric-
tions imposed by the Americin

up tept
onoe om %pocc fHghtin preT\nn
tion for Gaganvasn, To gee an
Indign on 0 space station four
decudes alter Bakesh Sharma's
space jolrmey would tndecd be
a mornent of national pride,

e

To make discoveries, you have to be curious about why the universe is the way it is. — saac Asimay

The Vellichoruip
down memorylane

Usua Banos

and set me wondering if it could be a portmantesy
waord. Mayhbe a combingtion of the Tamil velli (silver)
e the Hind: chor (thief), 1 thought

Not quite convineed by my argument, Trushed tomy good
old friend of four decades - Chamber's Twentieth Century
Dietigmary. The word wae not thers, but the pathetic condi-
tinnof the dictionary — with its nckety spine and vellowang
pu.gma — m;}nﬂ something inzide me and o strange and
Hed me [nsti by, 1 closed the

BTy dictionary and tumed to Google.
Ve llichor, & weord eoirved by John Keenig, was inchuded in
his TJI: Dictionary of DbseureSorrovs. Definedas ‘astrunge

\ LICHOR — the word sounded quite caplivating
/

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHOKE, FRIDAY, AUCUST 8, 1924

Military assistant surgeons

WE hawe said thet i ever & resoiution was brought forwasd in the
Prrvaneial Courl which bad everthing o be s fril and noth-
ing it From the Ind int of view, itwas the res-
altbson momer bry Pandit Narsak Chand at Tuesday's mestmgof the
Council regurding miltary sadstunt surgeons $IAS). The msolu-
= 1r B et o whiich the meadir miust be referraad tothe repert
oftheds intheaser s infit,
a belaterd atterpt o have o most seciins grieance of ooe ol the
mr.st effident branches of the mhimme in Indin M:Imu:l

! Ly, it wsas an i His

Mzu.m"n Indian hulms.lh n !!w rmugdter ud'mhm unpi.mmnl. a0

sarsrifresd
ln thrmma re 5«5! prmclmition rrm &\m Eifyl'n.-\ agn. This was
matke sbundantly clear in th members
wh spake in firvr of the whltum.pn;lmlw an theese of the
mower and D Mital Chand, The former pave no Jess than 10 res-
sors, all equally eogentand cowineing, i support of his peopesal.

! ot el i aled beak Alis
by ‘infused with the passage of time'— of things sealed
the Iong past and the impossibility of reviziting: of 2 brood-
ing nostalgin for our oam past evolced by the smedl of old
bok s the beittles pages s the faded print.

Hewever, vellichor is not abaut sdness. nor-1s it ahout the
stack seetion of the Hhrary evoking an eerie feeling of des-
Batbon Tt 15 8 powverful word thatemm secepyoi back in time
Hisabout a spiritual longing, when seent-memory opens up
the portals toan old world with a few view that can best be
degeribed a2 3 Proustisn moment’, in whidh you makea
sensory Journey, When a particulas scent magcally congures
up o certain experience. time and ploce, you instinctively
return to the past [tis an uncenny time trave] triggered by
the inscribed words lodged in your memory:

Human regret amd hisher innate longing to retum 1o
the past have been besutifully explored in Before the Cof-
Jee Gete Cold, a charming, lime-lripping novel by Japan-
ese writer Tochiknzu Eawaguchi. [t raises the nge-old
question: whit woulkd you change il you could travel back
in time? But rectifying life choices i not pogsible. The
cateh is that nothing that happens inthe past can change
the present. 54l thereis bope: the past may be out of our
reach, but the futureis in our hands,

Old healkes hirve a unique vibraney; they are o reposito
ry of eollective wisdom of humanity. Returning 1o them
i a delight Ihul transeends the act of reading and
The world of old stories, of char-

The nnat important of these were that although the MAS sated
with inferior academnic equipment, went Ihmu.\,fh a stmpder and

acters  you  loved, poems you lived — mayhe

shorter eourse, and had petuslly Enver und stundsrd
ol mehical lrdllll\E n}‘l}mugh ‘.!l\'!r{hmmo wis inferior in cuiality
&nd i civil cssiatant surseons who
Ltk thes farmmier wa regisieentle in the UK and althaugh the
rtund duties of the MAS were m:ush‘ud.mmtrm u:uil:lmwl
vt heer i i i, ey e ly
in the matter of highor divil emplovment.

Wor ‘s Daffodils or Kalidss' Shokuntele. Jang
Austen's Bmmo or Hardy's Tess of the d'Urhervilles —
that each book holds within its ageing poges reltindles
vaur inferest and you instinetively approach them with
respeet end wistfulness. An escape with memories!

Saul Bellow rightly opined, ‘Everybidy neels memeries
They keep the wilf of insignifieance from the doar,”

LETTERS TO THE E

Vinesh still a champion

The last-minute disqualification of Vinesh
Phogat, who Rad just scripted history in
the Dlympies by becoming the first femake
Indisn wrestler toenter the final has come
a5 massive disappointment for not just
herbut for sports lovers across thecoundry,
The whaole nation saw her rise to Olympie
glory with much admivation, The world
watched a5 she risked her careertotake on
Erij Bhushan Sharan Singh, the former
Wiestling Federation of India chief accused
of gexual harsssment. Sadly, Indiz’s joy
anver fier viciory in the Gibkg freestyle semi-
finals was chortlived, Nevertheless, she

NCERT at it again
The omissiom ofthe Preambie t the Const
tution from NCERT textisooks is a matier of
grave eoneern. It seemis like an intentional
imsult to the Constitution. There iz no usti-
fication for the controrversial move, Notably,
this iz ot the first 1ime ikat the NCERT
has come under fire It has previously
sparked controversy for excluding or prun-
ing references fo the Batri BMasjid demeli
tion and the Gujarat rets from jte books,
Nosinghe political pasty ovms the Constitue
iz maant for the peopls,

WG COR 15 MINHAS (RETD)., MOHALI

The of two-ti B

will be k lasa f inspiras
tion for generstiona to come.
DVG SANKARA RAQ, VIZIMNAGARAM

Heartbreak for India
In o shoeking tum of events, Indian
wrestling champion Vinesh Phogat, who
hod hecome the first female grappler
from the country w make it w the gold
medal hout in the Olvmpies on Tuesdoy
night, was disqualified ahead of the
women's Glkkg finul for being over
weight, The development is extremely
unfortunate, especially in view of the
hard vork she hed put in to create histo-
¥, Her disgqualification is not just a mas-
sive setback for Vinesh, but s huge heart-
Lk for the whole eountry.

KRISHAN KANT S00D, NANGAL

Dilution of constitutional values
Aprapis of'the editorial ‘Preamble vow'; the
mition-dollar question is: why i the Pream-
bk tn the Constibit sonanathematotie BIP?
After all, the prefoes is areflection of the cone
values that fom the bedrock of the Indian
Constitustian. The Preamble reaffirms that
India iz a sovereign, socialist seoilar and
democraticrepubiiccommitted tojustice. hib-
ety equality snd fratemity for ite people.
Sinoe the niling dispensation cannot make
zhort shrift of the words 'secular’ and ‘socisl-
it it probably thou ghitof amitting the whale
Prenmble from school tiad bocks. W, the peg-
pknfl:nlba w1!] ik acospt Hn%dllllllmrﬂ the

1 in our

PREM SINGH DAHIYA, ROHTAK

The editorial ‘Farright extremizm’ read
mare ke a rant about anti-immigrant nol-
ing. Tt mede no mention of the UK's Mus-
lim grooming gang membe s whio sesually
abuse children. Britain has been rocked by
4 rumber of jihadist attacks over the years,
Though the British police have failed to
rein in the Tdlamists behind such erimes,
they are quick to crack down on those whe
eriticise any act of vidence commitied by
members of that minorty community.
Besides, there wad no hue and erywhen the
BLM (Block Lives Matter) demonstrations
r pro-Pslestine protests turned violent,
This kind of twotier polcing 15 dangerus
AJKY TYRGE MUMBA]

Heed the cries from the wild
Refer to the editonal ‘Protect the voices
less’; unimals pre erying out for help. The
alarming surge in wildlife erme in north
Indin is a stark reminder of the war being
waged on our precious biodiversity. The
faet thet the region has witnessed & stag-
mering 683 cases over the past five yesrs
shoitld prompt the authorities concernied
1o take steps to tackle the mensce, Poach-
ing, forest fires, encroochments and
emupeling of animal body parts are push-
ing our waldlife 1o the brink. The dedine
in cases in some states s proof that there
is still hope. Global conperation amd a
more stringent enforcement of norms are
the need of the hour to stay ahead of
poaching syndicates.
SARGUNPREET KALR, MOMAL |

Lettens b the Editas, typed in dautle space, shoid ret exsed the 20fword i,
Troze oo Do COpEMI withen &nd 420 e st by e-nafl to: LetterEidbumemall.com
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mere  hundred
grams, a4 mill-
stone  around
Vinesh Phogat's
ek weghed
her down amd szank her
hapes in the Seine,
Vinesh was  disguabiied

from the women's 5lkg
freestyls cutegory  on
Wednesday  morning o

being 100 pn overweight
MisEmng ot on o great shotat
golil in the finol apsinet
Soran Hildeband: ofthe US,
Vinesh went down tusbling.

Vinesh's disqualification
smacks of the unprofes-
sionalism  of  the worst
order, and her case becume
the tulk of the wrestling
woeld: no one eould remem-
ber if there had beensuch a
case before an Olympics
wresiling finul.

Vinesh, who made the
weight cut on the first day
of the mmpetition on Tues-
duy. could not meke & on
Wednesday morning, the
third instance of her
Olympics dreams ending in
harror, after 2016 and 221

When Vinesh  reported
100 gm too hesvy on the
gold medal day, there was

Thisis not the

NAZIFA RAIDAH
SPECIAL T THE DALY 5TAR,
BANELADESH

TIpmon Augusts,
R4, Banglacksh
e freed From an
atitoeral [t baflles
1w that 1 can
finally use the ward ‘auto-
crat’ to deseribe the fallen
Prirms Minicier Sheikh Hasi-
no beeilise our law made
sure we couldn’t e 1018
My hevither and 1rished to
the streets, unable o contain
our excitrment. The otmos
pivere was electric, Thad ney-
er wn S0 I'LV]!nT!k‘rlnthl'

i

4

nd escaping because the
mules do not make an
allovames fireven 10extra
grams, This i erucial in
t sparls sueh as

ers of the same fize and

wright must  ecompete
apainat each ofher,

The ground mus nol be
unéqual, to ensure that o
bigger fighter is nol pitted
against 4 smaller athlete. A
wrestler weirhing Sk, for
instanee, must not be pitted
apainst & wres fler weighing
kg — that would give the
frrmera mussive advantage
in terms of strength and
reach: Sport can be uncer-
tainand snmettmes a ighter
fighter can actusily over-
mme the defiit in strength
and reach and defieat o big-
ger opponent; in dite sport,
Bvmwever, the hlp} rer fighter
nvariably emjoys o great
slvantage, [N elite events
aich-as the Olympics and
World Championahips, the
riles re very srict, written
In stone — even just a few
gramsover, and awrestleror
brer is thrown out

Az per the ruleg et by
thie United World Wrestiing
(W, wretling's global
governing body, the gmap-
plers sre weighed un the
morning they are to fight,
In lurger evenis such as

the Olympies or arld
Champienshipe, combat-
ants fight over two days
On the first morning,
wrestlers hive 30 minutes

frown Mo@jhesd to Shahbegh,
At Motijheel erowds gath-
ered in frontol Sonal Bank,

ripping ufl posters of Has

me St ggested tearing down
ng buill under the
A League vegime, We
dizmigsed it e exireme
views surfaeing due to nows
found freedom,
Aswewalloed trwards Shih-
baph, our smiles faded Peopie
e crrying asmy olficals on
their shouiders, believing they
bad lrought thas freedom,
They climbed onto armoured
vehichis,  paised Mgy and
daneal Some in the ool
bokied  umecenfoetable  but
shragged it off, thinlang it was
il perrt of the celebration,
When we crossed
Subawardy Uddyvan, we saw
Athickeloud of smoke Inside,
vanidaly had sef large stages
m fire, which had been st up
for commemorating mourn-

shotilders, chanting slogins
o’ victery, Rickshaw puliers
saluted sudents. who stood
onrickshaws givings peeches
about refilsng to live under
by iy, goons, or charndaba)

(exturtionists).
Wi coukd bresthe a sgh of
relief. Hasing's flight fum the

caintry meant the end of
enfrroed  disippearmess of
students,  joumalists  and
wotivists. pofioe raids oo s
dent protesters and the boutal-
e of the Banglidesh Chha

tea Leggue (BCL) Bangladesh
wiss, for niw; a country free ol
cenzoeship, But our jov sion
tarmwert t herror oo wilied

ing dny by the A League
A statue replicating Bangs-
barsdhi's historic March 7
speech vae also ablue, We
Erve] o stog) L fires, bt pe-
ple puw us Iocks of disgust,
W stumbilel upon & erowed
beating o BCL -afflited stu-
dent with mds The mob
daimed he hed wenpons.
Some students tried to rotect
m. shouting fir him o he
pded over o fhe army But

wem: olled  Chhatm

e
Lenpue oe Ruzakcunacrusedof
ading with the enemy. We had
seen enough people shot,
maimed and lified dunng
protests. It was Eunie how we
reiny bk hats foim s mob o

OPED -
iInesh ruled out by a hundred grams

IRONY: I Minesh had got injursd during hersemifinzl bouta nd been unable to compete N hefinal,
she would have bes nawdrcked thesilver msdol, aven

to mike the cut in Ihmr
ht catepgory S
ean jog, evele, run furious.
1 do skipping and then
to the weighing
hisworkswhen
v 4 few grams
second day,
the day uf the medalbouts,
wrestlers have 15 minutes
af the weigh-in to make the
cut Dunng the weighing
in process, the wrestlers
can mount the scales ns
many times as they want to
check their weight

Cornbat sports  partis-
panksare genermlly resdy for

BIVE SOCTECNE WE WETS SUp-
pased b hite. The moh oven-
tuslly outmumbered us and
the person wos beaten tn
death, We couldn't verdy his
wentity, teanng forour bves
Wi ushed Ammy officials at
the Snahbagh utesection
intevene and der the owd,
Lt ey refused, W knesw Lhe
anrohy we were witnessing
was just the legnnng We
hodnt yet heard of the om-
Al videncenn Hindu eome
munities, temgdes  being
tordhed, and ol acks on Awamn
League-nffilinted  members
and their famiies, alongside
prikcemenand thelr fomilies
At the TSC, we suw
microbtses set on fire, Van
dale warned people not o
takee videns or photos. Chats
ware stolen from the halls
sl Ioobers from Gono Bhae

Vineshwas making
too many weight
divisionswitchesto
be counted amaong
Indias foremost
medal hopes.

CALTION: 1L ssomuch harder fo pmle'\hsemmﬂ\auma‘nbel_uup |

What thisprotest
provedisthat
students have the
power totake down
an autocrat that
everyone feared.

Day 1. having redueed food
und woler imtake  ond
el meals in the days
Ieading to the evenl. This
leaves them lack ing ensrgy
and strength, and alter the
Duy 1 weigh-in, they muke
up for it: They consume
high-energy, high- protein
food and drinks to gain
strength;  Vinesh, for
instamee, took in around
L5 kg of food ofter the
Dy 1 welgh-in, as p-rthc-
caleulations and advice of
hér nutntionist.

During and after her
three houts, Vinesh wis

‘L, thi Prime Minister's res-
ideenee, were cheered 2
Trought in the chais.
S5 pm, [walleed from Shih
Tagh to The Daily Star huild:
ing. On theway, mem on bikes
were honking and cateslBng
wornen, Mobs tageled TV
news offices which hudn't coe-
el the student protésts duoe
to preasure from the sothon-
ties A witchhint was unches
vy and T feured for ooy safty
L bt numb witrss sing the
‘horrie. What wos the peint of
Abu Sayesd, M Mugdhe,
Farhan Pz, and the deaths
of ove 200 others & this was
the picture af fmedom we
puinted in the firg hours of
gl mlmn-' fire we tndy
free i wee igrore the (omces

given small amounts of
water 1o prevent dehydra-
tinn. At the end of the
day’s bouts, she was found
tn havve gained olose to 2kg
Vinesh's  natural  body
weight 15 around Bk, but
ehe competes in the Jower
weight categories because
that gives her an sdvantuge.
Bhe has won her bwo World
Championshipe bronze
riterfals in The S ciftesony
b twe Asien Gomes medaks
— gobl in M8, bronze in
2014 — wrere won i the 5k
andl  48kg cotegoies. As
wresthers age, they tend to
mowve wp diffeent weight
categories, Vinesh, hiwever,
hag been shedding weight.
In Februsry, returning to
competitive wrestling. she
won the National Champi
onghips in the Sike catego-
ry class. The foliowing
month, she competed in
oo categnnes — Sl and
flkp — at the selection -
als for the Asian Champi
onghipe and Asten Olyrmpice
fquaifier, She lost in the
B3k category 1o en unher-
alded fighier, Anju, but woin
the blkg class In April,
Vinesh gualified for
Ofympics i the S0kg cat
gory by entecing the Asian
Olympic  qualifier  Final
The young Antim Panpghal
fqualified for the Olympics
in the 53kg. In the months

leading  to  the Paris
Olympics, Vinesh, clearly,
was making oo many

weight division switches to
b eounted ameong Indin

Bangladesh we stood for in the line

have started believing in end-
beas disinformation.

If we find the h
Hasina's irdergarments on
fane snd displaying them in
tront of the medi funny,
thenwe wre setting o danper-
s precsdent, This thetors:
could be used by religious
bignts and radieal groups to
altack women's empower-
ment urz‘lmg l’ull -
ering wormen ke

foremost hopes. but her
win over ¥ Susald raised
hopes of & medal

Invidentslly, if Vinezh
had got infured during
her semifinul bout and
been unable to compete in
the final, she would not
have had to attend the
weigh-in on Wednesday
she would have bheen
awarded the silver medoal

Alter Vinesh was dasqjial
tfied, Indian Dlympic Asso-
clation president. PT Usha
said the Wrestling Federa-
thon of Todia il
appeal with
reconeider the decision to
disqualify Vinesh.

The appeal fell on deal
wars, however, fior the TWW
rules are impossibie to be
refazed for g competitor or a
country, and there's no pos-
sibility of & relaxition of
even 10 o b alone 100 gm.
The UWW in fact, wishes fo
ensure that sthlees com-
pete in their natimal weight
cotegories and not  lose
weight in unnatuem] ways to
be able o compete i ower
ategories — a5 Vinesh hag
dime this vear, moving from
5k 2 to 53k to, finlly, S0kg
for the Paris Obvmpic

After gualifying fur the
WM Games in the 5lkg
clags, Vinesh said in Apei
that she would need to
‘menage her weight batter
because the fearsd putting
o weight as ¥my muscle
mass isvery high',

In theevent, Vinesh's worst
fesirs enme true in Fhirs

of fire

on - Manik Min Avenue, &
seemed wee had juist replaced
the Chivabs Leame with the
Chhatin Tlad, alierwing history
tomepe itsdl,

W are at a monimentad
time in Bun pladesh's history
to ereate change, We have an
apportunity w0 edefine the
Ban givdesh we want without
‘heing déerred by the thought
thit “we will simplynever e

like Hasna, The palitics of
the AL repime could be used
b stid'y their hicden agen-
as. As o netion, we need 1o
T Lar e vigila it than we
have been during thesedark
davs of lawlesanegs.

Twras horrified that the mob
justified their vandalim by
=ing, “Thesyr did this tous, s
i will ey tive same o the,”

Mo, Students did not sacrifier
e r livess foe vizlande justice.
Thesdid it so people, mgard
less of background, have the

nght b speak up, claim justes
and call cut infustice,

The moverment i3 called the
‘Anti-Digerimination Move-
mment and we cannot let thit
mhetorie be d o

Civic socsety has the bigpest
mole to ploy owe Amidat the
vandalism, avic gmpes macke
human chains to stop vandala
fer) destroving pulice sla
tioms, helfped refum stolen
terns fium Gono Bhaban wnd
tmams. akmg with shdents,
jomed watch parties outsicde
tempiéstopritoct them, Thsts
the Banpladesh I dreamt of,
my grandfitther ceeant of dur
g thve Libweostiom War and the
eotimithess other frecrdom fight
ez wheo look o bulle This iz
thetimetocall cutallinustices
that hindered our  society
uncher o aukocracy—nit just
pumm ut aln buginess-
e wiv supperted the Avwar
mil oW to

diluted, Many have nobiced
htw the BNPhas band-wag
o oz 1he shudent's ght
o justice ag o movement
they always supported.

Tam proad that the Sudent
Beuders 1 tuct have called out
this vinkener and setup witch
jpurties They constantly distin-
guish that these acks of vandal
s wenot wiu we mppml'[

ofour mmarity ars?

e are now &0 vulnerible snd
aftabd that ratiom]  people

e thegyoor ~this stemes
Bocuise when T suw vandaly
prrading vath their motorbikes

suppertourstidents.

't 14 time for ua to be vigh
lant on all fonts, It i so
much harder to protect free-
dom than to achieve o, I
nothing  else, what this
protest proved is that stu-
dents hiave the power botake
down snautoost thal every-
ane feared, We can again
take down anyone who
stands inthe way of building
a free Banglidesh for ull
Onirwork has just begun,
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