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CONTRAPUNTO

Youth is wasted on the young
~GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Soren Song

Jharkhand’s swift CM change shows how crucial
polls there & in Maha & Haryana are
Hemant Soren isback as Jharkhand CM. His swift taking back

of the post from Champai Soren, who held the fort for 5

months, is as good an announcement as any of the Sep-Oct
assembly elections in Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Haryana.
Opposition BJP has been quick to accuse Hemant of shortchanging
Champai - a well-regarded JMM veteran and Soren family loyalist.
Campaign narratives are forming, with twists and much rattle in
thetale.

Plenty fight | Each of the three states in the first round of assem-
bly elections after LS polls is a unique battlefield. On test will be
INDIA's unity and perseverance against BJP, which has everything
to prove, its third term a coalition govt. One sampled the acrimony
in Parliament. On test will be the saffron party in Haryana especially,
its LS tally halved to 5 MPs. On test will be the mettle of two Senas
and two NCPs in Maharashtra.

Maha muddle | Shiv Sena’s haul of
56 MLAs in 2019 assembly polls is now a
fractured war chest between UBT and
Shinde. If, in 2019, NCP had 54 MLAs, in
2024 Sharad Pawar is toying with
estranged nephew Ajit Pawar, who must
find his feet after an LS knockout - his
wife losing to Supriva Sule was almosta
referendum on who voters believe “owns™
NCP: Add to that the jarring Jarange beat
which makes frenemies of deputy CM
and CM - Ajit Pawar’s politics compels
him tofight Shinde’s ‘make Marathas OBC’ plank.

The Sena-BJP split after 2019 assembly elections triggered a
constitutional storm that cracked open pelitical skies. In LS
elections, MVA won 30seats(Congress 13, UBT 9, Sharad Pawar 8) of
the state’s 48. Congress, as state’s single largest party, helms MVA
and is seemingly ona strong wicket. But Shinde has proved to be no
walkover, and BJP is105-MLAs strong.

Haryana hustle | The only straight battle between BJP and
Congress is anything but. In 2019’s assembly elections, BJP won 40,
Congress 31, and state party JJP 10 - in alliance with BJP. JJP's no
longer a BJP ally. BJP's switching CMs hasn’t worked to its advantage
here—Saini heads a govt just short of majority.

Local or hyperlocal? | LS polls were fought on local issues - as
much strategy as compulsion for the state constituents in INDIA.
It’'s to be seen how party campaigns will differentiate from their LS
campaign. BJP’s defending in two states, and in Jharkhand, it is
battle-ready to take on JMM-Congress. It's electionsagain.

It's The Mind

Biden’s age isn't the issue, his mental acuity is.
Even older heads of govt have done fine
Biden's recent presidential debate debacle has sharpened the

focus on his age. At 81, Biden is not only the oldest American

president, he is also the 9th oldest national head in the world.
Many in hisown partyarecalling for him to drop outof therace. But
is age really the barometer of a politician’s abilities? Or is
administrative acumen driven by other qualities?

Let’s not get physical | Putin has been photographed hunting
and biking. Macron, earlier this year, was photographed boxing.
‘While Chinese leaders are known to give extraordinarily long
speecheﬂ All to supposedly project their physical prowess and
vitality. But despite the youngest current heads
of state or govt being in their 30s, their median
age is actually around 62. In fact, in most
countries PMs or presidents are significantly
older than their population’s median age. Only
countries to beat that trend are M 0,
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Why Bhole Babas Flourish

Hathras puts godmen back in focus. You can dismiss them as charlatans. But recognise that they
connect with those who feel most vulnerable in society.

Devdutt Pattanaik

Bhole Baba is absconding, after overa

hundred people died in a stampede at

his Hathras congregation. One response

to this tragedy is to ask if this baba is

‘real’or ‘fake’. But this is a false binary.

. Allgurusor babas work onouremotions,

not logic. Only, some abuse their power and collapse,

some get institutionalised over generations as gods
and prophets.

Andthey donot flourish in Indiaalone. In America,
they are called the Charismaties who tell you
how the Holy Spirit works miracles in human
lives. Blind will see. Lame will walk. Poor will
be prosperous. They are so powerful that they
now fund politicians, who ensure their voice
shapes legislation, and they receive tax
henems and protection from law. 'Fnev have
convinced Americans th to
carry guns, hate homosexuals, and deny
women reproductive rights.

In the [slamic world, holy preachers have
convinced young Muslims that the whole world
is against !hem and they have to ‘self-ghetto’

ith look

like desert lmdoums in the middle of London,
Paris, New York. They must not think for
themselves. They must simply surrender to
the faith. Then, they will not have to catch up
with the world. The world will stop, turn
around, and follow them.

onsbeginas cults. All saintsand
prophets were considered charlatans by
their contemporaries. Institutions come
later, with whitewashed hagiographies,
legitimised all begins with
the insistence that there is more to life than
what is explained by science and rationality. There
isaworld thateludes the smartest of minds-a world of
vibrations, energies, auras, dimensions. A mystical
dimension of spirits and ghosts. An occult space of
angelsand demons.

When the world around you is collapsing. when all
effortsfail, when nothing is workingout, when nothing

makes rational sense, you desperately seek that special
someone who can navigate the mysterious field of
irrationality. That is the space occupied by holy men
and women, For followers, they are the real saints
(sants, as politicians call them). For outsiders, they are
alleharlatans.

Intellectuals who write on holy men expect them to
be intellectuals and rationally sound. But that appeals
only to a tiny English-speaking demographic. What
people seek from gurus is emotional comfort. Holy
men make you feel you are special, that you are part of
a sacred community, a divine tribe. They tell you life
has a secret that only they ean reveal. So what if you
are not rich, so what if you are not smart, so what if’
you belong to the wrong side of tracks, so what if
fortune eludes you - you have a chance to have it all,
provided you attach yourself to the correct
transmitter. The guru.
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Inaworld thatmakes youconstantly feel likealoser,
the holy man makes you feel like a winner: He makes
you feel confident, in control and safe. He gives you a
spiritual high that is highly addictive You go back
again and again - to sing and danee in that spiritual
playground. That space demands nothing of you - you
Just have to be there, observe, listen, engage, and
somehow life seems better.

You feel so happy that you are willing to do whatever
the guru tells you to do  clean his toilet, make his bed,
wash his clothes. You feel privileged when he looks at

You can’t regulate this

you, beckons you to sit next to him. It is so different from
school, from home, from office where no one sees you,
understands you, or cares for you. The holy man makes
you feel youmatter. He carries the burden of your misery

and you are eternally grateful to him. Willing to do
anything he asks you to. Anything. That is when stories
of itati ut you ar i ted

soyouresistall pyourcomfort zone

Holy men are the ‘living’ gods of their times - not
ideas, not icons, not memories, but people who you can
engage with, talk to, your life coach with a mystical
connection, far superior to parents, te s, mentors.
Your most rational of fl iends will insist that life

after the gur eam
- problems were solved, children got martied,
court cases resolved, jobs materialised. All

% bythegraceof theliving holyman.
4 The holy man does not speak to your
rational mind. He speaks to your insecurity.
He connects with your most vulnerable self,
He does it intuitively. He is able to instil
confidence effortlessly We can explain this
phenomenon using psychology, but it is

impossible toregulate it.

Holy men need festivals, events and

ceremonies to amplify their reach. They
organise gatherings and concerts, filled
with musie, dance, chanting, breath control
exercises, soundandlightshows, whichmay
have religious packaging like a Shiva-ratri
festival of an English speaking mystic, or

the Bhagavat-saptah of a Hindi speaking

Vaishnava.

Those who attend these events are

swept away into a trance by the excited

ion. If you are

yousuccumb. Youcannot live without it.

Unlike a drug high that brings you

crashing down, this high sustains a feeling

of security and warmth. You feel connected, part of a
wider secret society.

Inmostcases, theholy man is himself bewildered by
the power he wields over people’s minds and hearts,
Willy-nilly. he is a shepherd with a flock. The flock
contributes wealth. The flock brings fame and
attention and power, which brings more followers, a
virtuecycle. This attracts politicians who come hoping
he will contribute to their vote bank. And bless them
with his mysterious brand of magic. In a moment of
vulnerability, even the most cynical succumb. For it is
notabout the head. It isabout the heart.

Extra Cash Can’t Help Andhra Or Bihar

Naidu’s in Delhi asking for more funds. Nitish wants special status for Bihar, meaning more
funds. But both states lack the institutional capacity to utilise even money that's available

Govind Bhattacharjee

Whatdid

funding, ow Lng to ;\ruureml ion of centrally spunsumd
andd fF-

TDP_supremo Cl Naidu
met Modi in Delhi yesterday, seeking
enhanced assistance for Andhra
Pradesh. Last week, Nitish Kumar’s
JDU passed a resolution

get transfers.

PPost-2014 changes | Post-2014, CSS were restructured
Loff-

lack of industryand infra.

lissing capacity | Both states also suffer from serious
lack of institutional capacity to spend funds. As CAG's
appropriation accounts show, Bihar is unable to spend a

Planning C:

itself i in2014. Th ded in

special category status for Bihar.
With the two NDA allies vital to Modi govi's
i ialstat i isbei

2017 and Gadgil formula became history.
Restricted to CSS only, these states now got 90% as

of as the only way forward for Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh. But is it? Fact is the states lack the institutional
capacity to even spend the money they have. In Bihar's
case, there is the additional problem of misgovernance.
With 10 bridges collapsing in the last two weeks, lack of
funds certainly can't be blamed for the state’s bottom
ranking inIndia’s development charts.

The ‘special category’ debate has had a past. In 2015,
with demanding statesdrawing a blank, then FM Arun
Jaitley said, "After the 14th finance commission
recommendations, theera of special category status to
states has ended.” In keeping with that, govt has been
loath to even use the term ‘special category’. It simply
refers to the “eight Northeast and three Himalayan
states” (J&K, now a UT, besides Himachal and
u h

Ireland and Italy.

0Old but sharp | It's hardly surprising,
therefore, that septuagenarian and octogenarian
netas hangaround. And withstrides in healthcare
andnutrition increasing both global life expectancy and healthy life
expectancy—thelatter isslated to grow from 64.8 years in 2022 to67.4
years in 2050 - older politicians shouldn’t be raising eyebrows as
long as they are on the ball. What ulhmately matters is mental acmty

fund:

These states, located along India’s international
borders, had inherited a legacy of neglect and econo-
mic backwardness, lack of infra and shortage of capi-
tal and resources. Special status gave them access to
liberal financing by Centre through Plan assistance. Of
total Plan funds, 30% was earmarked for these states
under the Gadgil formula.

10% entre. holidays

part of its budgetary allocations. In FY2023,as
muchas1,722cr of revenueexpenditure (224 of revenue
budget) and 714,786 cr of capex (24% of capital budget)
remained unspent and had to be surrendered. Unspent
funds during fiscals 2020, 2021 and 2022 were ¥78,122cr;

and d were granted
that set up new industrial units there, besides certain
subsidies. However, in absence of market and infra,
these incentives proved inadequate to attract industry
orgenerate employment.

|If thestatus given toBihar
and Andhra, they will receive some additional central
grants and loans. But these won't solve their problems.
The two states have different problems. Andhra was
made to sacrifice two of its most prosperous districts and
‘major revenue earners, Hyderabad and
Ranga Reddy, to Telangana in2014. With
revenue of only about ®12k er and
expenditure over %0k cr, it inherited
ahuge liability of 0ker
Toplacate it, Congress
govt promised the state
special category status. N
But it was cjected
from office. Many
other  promises
were made to it,
and most remain

ked | Some of Id use the

lhra

tosuccessfully navigate ] itiesof stateaffairs.
Mahathir Mohamad is stillactive and the last time he was PM, between
2018 and 2020, he was 94and sharp asa tack.

Ageismmuch | Besides, democracies naturally punish netas for
not performing. It's voters who elect older politicians, And if Lhey
fail, age becomes a convenient target. That’s barely 1!

to their and . Others
lacked the capacity to use up funds productively. They
additionally suffered from protracted insurgency that
impeded development.

Butfunding continued, unconditionally. There were
no expectations of accountability or performance from

today faces serious
resource crunch
and a huge debt
‘burden. Asfor Bihar,
its problems arise
from governance

75,9260r

Total unspent fund of 66,5080 (FY2023) is much
more than total benefits Bihar would get from special
category status. When departments are unable to utilise

their disposal, it heavier taxor
debt burden on people than actually required.

Bihar’s problems stem from lack of institutional
capacity., infra, market, entrepreneurial skills, and
proper industrial climate. These issues are not
addressable in the short term.

Unused moneys | Andhra’s story is not much
different - in FY2023, it to spend as much

— as T2,567cr. or 21% of its budget allocations,
covering sectors like medical and health
(26,576cr unspent in revenue and capex),
urban development (4,855¢r), social welfare

i, (25254cr), welfare of backward

classes (216,360cr), and irriga-
tion (29,034cr).

If these states focused on
strengthening capacity for
utilisation of funds already
available, they wouldn't need
special category status. And
till that happens, even
additional funds would
simply remain unutilised.

The writer is former DG,

CAG & author of ‘Special

Category Statesef India’

ageism. Look at governance outcomes, not how many push-ups a
country’shead cando.

The spoon test

Leaked question papers and other forms of cheating
prove our education system is a total failure

Jug Suraiya

SirorMrP , but among
he was always Gup, as in gup-shup, because he could talk nat
only the hind legsoff a donkey, but the front ones as well.

And we, the Class 10schoolboys of LaMartiniere, Calcutta,
were the two-legged donkeys Gup was trying to teach
“4l the intricacies of not just English, but the very process of
thinkin ngitself.

Write a description of a spoon, and what it's used for, for a person who's
never seen or used one. And I don't want you touse the word thing’ even once,
“Thing’ is the sound of a tin plate hitting the floor, and I don’t want to hear it,
he'dsay in hisvoice of softauthority

So, trying not to sound like tin plates, we put our thoughts tospoons. What
didyoucallaspoon? An instrument? An implement?

. Trecalled G dhis

F»rna~ the matter is being investigated, what needs

amined is the entire edifice of today's educational

|I.Igl.l larvein ssstem that prioritises the getting of higher and higher

————————— marks through a regurgitation of crammed or copied

notes without regard to the application of mind and thought to the subject
inquestion.

Our classroams and L-xammahon halls, from primary to unn-erslti level,

tothe word ‘thing’,
which compelled us to think more clearly and precisely, when Iread
about a recent case of NEET question papers being leaked in Bihar
for between 230L and 2321 each.

of that long and difficult, but immensely rewarding, journey nf exploration
anddiscovery thatis called learning.

This might, at least partly, explain the high unemployment rate among so
many Perhaps the
face their equivalentof thespoon test.

And had they failed it, it would have been a failure not on their part but on
thepartof today’s method of teaching. Or thelack of it.

madeto

Calvin & Hobhes

STUPENDOUS MAN ESCAPES !
A CRIMSON BOLT BURSTS
THROUGH THE AR !

\

NOW ITS OFF TO APPLY MY
STUPENDOUS POWERS OF
CONCENTRATION TO THE
HISTORY TEST OF MY ALTER
EGO, MILD-MANNERED CALVIN

[ & P

hDAAR ! HAVE MO FEAR,

__ Sacredspace
Wecanmake
ourmindss
like still water
that beings

gatheraboutus
that theymay

sec...their own images, and so live
amoment withaclearer,
perhaps even witha fiercer life
because of ourquiet.
WB Yeats

Celebrate The Divine In The Solitude Of The Self

Satish K Kapoor from quietand
truths. Sensible peoplespeak when Toachieve inner peace, mauna
aun, silence is the dialect of true necessary, measuringevery s'ldhanashnulrlbemnmadally habit. It
Mvmrsnip,n is word in the ps od any time, for at least
infinity of Ashabda Brahmn, of ‘sewn-uplips’, wnetherfomeﬂ or hal.fanhoumr more. During vacations
hy d that isaudil oluntary, cannot by orat weekends, the time of

those who can transcend ordinary

consciousness. Krishnsays in the

Bhagwad Gita: “maunam chaiva'smi
Of secrets, |

The next step is chitta maunaor
silence of the mind. It has threefold
ramifications- buddhimauna,
silence of intellect, ahamk

Maun sadhana or spiritual practice
of silence sto celebrate the Divine in

mauna, silence of theego,
and icchamauna, silence

the soli the self.
self-understanding by shutting the
sensory gatessteering it from outside.
Thesilent Buddha or Mahavir
contributed more to ushermg peace
inthe world than th

of desire. This is followed
by indriva mauna, silence
of thesenses, made
possible by withdrawing
each sense from its

Socrates or Sophocles,

Thefirst step inmaunasadhana is
vak mauna, silence of speech. Human
energy is often wasted in uselesstalk,
The tongue sometimes does more harm
than thebullet. Conscious self-restraint

Silence is stabilised by observing the
flow of thoughts, as they arise, swell,
diluteor subside, and then taking a
quantum jump into the purevoid of
higher consciousness. Whispers from
the divineare heard when the mind is

beincreased sothat the ‘energy of
speech’ is transmuted into spiritual

wq_energy The purposeof observing

4%, Mauni Amavasya, occurring
every monthon the last day of
% thedarkfortnight, istodo
self-introspection by
remainingsilent.

Tying words, idl:

abusive words and double' wngues

During maun sadhana, one should
noteat or drink, brood over the pastor
the future, communicate by gestures or
writing, watch television, useelectronic
gadgets, ordosome such thing which
distractsattention. Those who have no
time for practising maun should restrain
speech whiletakinga morning or
evening walk with friends, waiting for
busortrain, during travel, or when at
home or in office. Instead of always
looking for company, one should

0se tak
THE SPEAKING TREE mauna vratorvow of silence,

for months or years - asdo
‘mauni babas - adhere strictly to their
spiritual tradition, Although itisnot
possiblefor an ordinary human being to.
observekashtha mauna,

.and feel the
ecstasyof inner silence,

Silence, an aspect of mental austerity,
sustains one indifficult situations by
connecting ohe with one’s core self. By
putting !.hemmd 1n>1|enl mode,onecan
augment Guodl, the

likealogof wood, onecan at least train
one's mind insamyaka vak - right speech,
asadvocated by the Buddha. It implies

sourceof ultimate silence. Laghu Yog
Vashisht,a 10th century work of Kashmiri
origin, equates it with livingliberation.
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LAC imbroglio
India-China talks making no headway

XTERNAL Affairs Minister § Jaishankar and
his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi have agreed
o ‘redouble efforts’ through diplomatic and

ilitary channels for an early resolution of the
'remaining issuesalong the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC). It is tempting to regard this declaration as a
breakthrough, but the problem is that many such aver-
ments have been made in recent years amid the pro-
longed standoffin eastem Ladakh. The two leaders, who
meton the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation meeting in Kazakhstan, are also apparently in
agreement on the need to stabilise and rebuild bilateral
relations. Yet again, peace and tranquillity are the buzz-
words, but there islittle inclinationtogo beyond the plat-
itudes and make tangible progress on the ground.

The trust deficit is exemplified by the competitive
development of border villages. Indiahas reportedly decid-
ed fo set up villages or habitations in Arunachal Pradesh
‘doger to the LAC in a bid to match China's efforts. The
Chinese have established over 600 ‘prosperous villages’
(Xiackang) along the LAC to bolster theirterritovial elaims
and enhance theirmilitary readiness. India's counter isthe
Vibrant Villages Programme, whichwaglaunched last year
The ambitious pmject aims to cover around 3,000 villages
in Arunachal, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Ladakh
and Sikkim, The focus onimproving road and telecom eon-
nectivity, housing and tourism facilities has alarger objec-
tive—toencourage more and more villagers to become the
eyes and ears of the soldiers in border areas.

Amid this all-out infrastructural push and troop
buildup, the periodic talks at the diplomatic and mili-
tary levels have often been inconclusive. A summit-lev-
el interaction between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping has remained elusive. As
Asia's largest powers, it is in the interests of both
countries to engage in dialogue and address the
thorny issues, including China's unwillingness to
exchange maps of the LAC.

Koos shutdown

Alesson in startup realities

, once celebrated as India’s alternative to

Twittex, isclosing downafter enduring a ‘pro-

longed funding winter’. Founded by

Aprameya Radhakrishna and Mayank

idawatka, it wasenvisaged as a platform for

Indians to communicate in native languages, challeng-

ing Twitter's dominance in the Indian market. Despitea

pramising start, with 2.1 million daily active users at its
peak, Koo's journey has been riddled with challenges.

Launched in 2020, Koo quickly became a symbal of
India's push for digital selfreliance. It gained fraction dur-
ing the government's dash with Twitter over content regu-
lation, attracting high-profile users, including govemment
officiale and celebrities. The platform's vision of a hyper-
local, multilingual social media space resonated with many,
However, Koo's dose ties with the uling BJP and subse-
quent political controversies limited its appeal. The platform
faced eriticiem for becoming a haven for ightawing dis-
course, which alienated potential users, Additionally, Koo's
heavyreliance on external funding proved problematic. The
prolonged funding drought and failed partnership discus-
sionswith major Internet i hampered its
ability tosustain operations. Despite raising $30 million ina
funding round led by Tiger Global, Koo struggled to main-
tain its growth trajectory. The platform s technical advan-
tages and usercentric appmach were insufficient to draw
users in numbers enough to cover the costs of running a
social mediapl This, coupled with harsh ket con-
ditions, ultimately led to its downfall.

Koo's shutdown serves as a cautionary tale for start-
ups. Iz failure highlights the importance of sustainable
funding, market adaptability and the difficulty of challeng-
ing established players. As Radhakrishnaand Bidawatka
bid farewell, Koo's story will be remembered as a bold yet
sobering chapter in India’s digital evolution.

OPINION
A team that took everyone along

The emphasis on utilising strengths of each player worked wonders for India in T20 World Cup

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

HE entire nation
wias united and
overjoyed when
Team India won
the T20 Werld Cup.
Qur cricketers not only
snatched victory from the jaws
of defeat in the final against
South Africa in Barbados but
also  remained undefeated
throughout the tournament.

Every player contributed to
the team’s success, unlike
many previous tournaments
in various formats where vic-
tory or defeat was greatly
dependent on a single player
or two. The Proteas were
cruising to victory with only
30runs required from the last
five overs. South African
batsman Heinrich Klaasen
was at his destructive best,
hitting one six after another,
And just when we had lost all
hope, he was dismissed hy
Hardik Pandya. This was the
turning point. Later, in the
last over, the amazing catch
taken by Suryakumar Yadav
at the boundary line off
Hardik's bowling to dismiss
David Miller sealed the fate
of the South Africans
Suryakumar had to keep all
his wits about him to not lose
his balance and then jump
back and catch the ball before
it hit the ground.

Hardik, whose captaincy of
MumbaiIndians inthe Indian
Premier League (IPL} had
drawn eriticism because of
the franchise’s poor per form-
ance this year, regained his
composure and form to shine
in the final and most of the
preceding games. He had
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CONSISTENT: Team India avoided complacency despile its winning streak. aen

replaced Rohit Sharma, a
popular captain of Nita
Ambani’s franchise for years.

The wonderful pace bowler
Jasprit Bumrah was as eco-
nomical and effective with
the white ball as he always is
He was well supported by
another speedster, Arshdeep
Singh. who peaked at just
the right time.

Virat Kohli came good just
when the team needed him
the most. His performance in
the final contributed massive-
ly to our vietory. This was his
last appearance in T20 Inter-
nationals. He will not forget
the moment. Fellow Indians
will certainly not forget the
debt the nation owes to this
big-hearted cricketer. I am
honoured that he has chosen
my city of Mumbai as his per-
manent residence in defer-
ence to his wife's wishes.

Another stalwart who has
decided to hang up his bootsin
T20 cricket is the captain him-
self. Rohit has provided

There is something
much greaterthan
money thatplayers
strive for —the
admiration, the love
and, aboveall,
the respect of the
people of India.

immense joy and much enter-
tainment with the willow over
the years. He has assumed the
role of the wrecker-in-chief for
India as well as Mumbai Indi-
ans. His sixes and fours, which
he hits with gay abandon, have
delighted his fans in interna-

tional and league cricket. He
was not that successtul in this
‘World Cup except in the Super
Eight match against Aus-
tralia, in which he narrowly
fell short of a century, He was
also part of the Indian team
which won the inaugural T20
World Cup back in 2007 in
South Africa. I welcome the
Nagpur-horn Rohit back to
Mumbai, where he settled
down as a young cricketer.
Flamboyant wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant was
another delight to watch, not
just behind the stumps but in
front too. Two other big hit-
ters, Suryakumar and Shivam
Dube, all-rounder Axar Patel
—who bailed out the team at
crucial moments — and Chi-
naman bowler Kuldeep Yadav,
all contributed their mite to
the success of this team. It
was a great team effort, spear-
‘headed by a great leader.
Opponentswere treated with
respect. There was no room for
complacency even when play-

ing against minnows like the
USA and Ireland

Our political leaders can
learn a few lessons from this
World Cup-winning team. The
most important lessons are in
the domain of leadership. Take
everyone along, utilise the
strengths of each player and
never treat your opponents as
dirt to be trampled on. Even
the RSS sarsanghchalak gave
that advice after the BJP's
below-par show in the Lok
Sabha elections, in which the
saffron party lost substantial
ground in its stronghold of
Uttar Pradesh

A jarring note was struck
when the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI}
announced a Rs 125-crore
reward for the team. There
can be no greater reward for
those who represent the coun-
try than success on the
biggest platform, whether it is
in Tests, ODIs or T20s. The
love, the respect, the recogni-
tion of their efforts by their
compatriots are the very pin-
nacle of the reward pyramid.
Monetary rewards need not
have been flaunted amid our
collective euphoria

The announcement of cash
rewards should not have been
flashed in such a crude manner.
Itsmacks of commercialismofa
low order. It goes against the
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita,
Doing your duty without any
expectation of a return is at the
very core of the Gita's teachings
Why did the BCCI presume that
the players were thinking of
‘money while chasing success?

Of course, a commensurate
reward in monetary terms is
always announced and would
be expected. It could have
been distributed without the
fanfare that makes people
feel that players play only for
money. There is something
much greater which they
strive for — the admiration,
the love and, above all, the
respect of the people of India

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Mahatmaji's statement

APART from their wonderful lucidity and force, the great dis-
tinction of Mahatma Gandhi's public utterances have always
appeared to us to consist in this, that there is no pose in them,
no make-believe, no straining after-effect, that every word he
speaks or writes comes direct from the heart. We venture to
think that on no previous occasion in his eventful life did the
Mahatma exhibit this supreme quality togreater perfection than
hedoesinthe two articles he hascontributed tohis paper. If ever
a great man could be said to have poured out his great heart in
the form of printed matter for the whole world towitnessitinall
its strength and grandeur and beauty, the Mahatmahas done so
in thiscase, Heis himself doubtful he has done justice to his sub-
ject. We are absclutely certain that no one among the hundred
thousand men who must by this time have read and re-read
those masterpieces will share this doubt. We now know that
what the Mahatma meant when he said to the Associated Press
interviewer that the meeting of the All India Congress Commit-
tee had been an eye-opener to him. He was not thinking of the
waning of his general hold on the country. He was not even
thinking of what he described as his defeat over both the Khad-
dar and the boyeott resolutions. Nor was he thinking of his fail-
uretosecure the homogeneity of the Congress Executive. These
things did matter to him, but for the moment they were all sec-
ondary. The most impartant thing to him was the fact that
Mr CR Das had succeeded in obtaining as many as 70 votesin
favour of his amendment to the Gopinath Saha resolution.

Biden, Trump go
golfingwith gusto

blown into a baloney of golf bragging. When asked

about his fitness levels, Trump, 78, boastfully
claimed that he had just won two big golf championships
and hit the ball longer than any Democrat. Turning towards
Biden, he said: ‘This guy Joe can't even hit 50 yards.' But
Biden, 81, countered: ‘T got my handicap, when Twas Vice-
President, down to a six... This man weighing 225-235 Ths
(pounds) is incapable of moving around carrying his own
bag and plays only if he has a cart... Think you ean do it?
Happy to have a driving contest.

The off-course golf duel would have goneonbut fora raponthe
knuckles by moderator Dana Bash for behaving like children.

Galf is a much-cherished ritual for American presidents.
Sixteen of the last 19 have been golfers, the exceptions
being Jimmy Carter. Harry Truman and Herbert Hoover
Many of them were known to have customised golf balls
with their signatures. According to a presidential golf track-
er, Obama would play with Titleist golf balls, personalised
with '‘POTUS’ on one side and ‘44’ on the other — the
number denoted the fact that he was the 44th US President.
Reportedly, he paid for the balls.

Some of them bent rules at will and chose celebrity
partners, closing tricky deals on the way. Trump has
often played with champion golfers like Jack Nicklaus
and Tiger Woods. Obama has played with celebrity jour-
nalist and commentator Thomas Friedman, who defend-
ed his publie eriticism of too much golf.

Since the dust on the BidenTrump golfing slugfest has
not yet settled down, despite their popularity ratings plum-
meting into golf course bunkers, a bipartisan hush deal by
Nancy Pelosi is being worked out.

A special match at a neutral venue is being planned.
Considering the Modi-Trump and Modi-Biden bonhomie,
with the rant of ‘Ab kee bar Trump Sarka:r’ substituted
currently by the ‘Yeh dosti hum nahi todenge’ jingle, what
could be a better neutral place than India? Accordingtoa
Capital Hill leak, Chandigarh has been chosen for the
match. A nearby golf course along the Ghaggar river —to
make up for the Pebble Beach waterfront — is being
spruced up for the landmark event

VicePresident Kamala Haris is more than happy to be
Biden's cheerleader and her aunts and uncles from Chennai
are expected to descend down in droves soon. Trump, too, is
bringing his red brigade and the special QAnon devotees to
gherao the course in case he loses.

The most likely scenario on match day: Trump, the first to tee
off, lands the ball in the Ghaggar. The one swung by Biden hits
a kikar tree that he mistakes for the flag pole through his dark
Aviator glasses. Suddenly, dark douds arrive and burst intoa
monsoon deluge. Play is called off till November 5 or till the
lost balls are found — whichever is latex

rl’}E recent BidenTrump presidential debate has
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Bhole Baba can't escape blame
Refer to the editorial Hathras stampede’;
there are many questions that remain unan-
swered. Instead of helping the devotees stuck
in the melee or rushing the injured to the hos-
pital, th eportedly busyclean-
ing up the site before the arrival of a forensic
team. Why did they try to hide the evidence?
Why were 25 lakh devotees allowed to gather a
avenuethat could host just 80,0007 Why didthe

which only 80,000 were permitted by the
autharities, it was a disasterwaiting to hap-
pen. The problem lies in poor crowd man-
agement, which has resulted in several
stampedes over the years, claiming hun-
dreds of lives, The incident brings to the
fore many glaring lapses, from the negli-
gence of the administration to the
unchecked influence of godmen over the
masses. The cause of the stampede must be

an enlist the help of the police oran

1. Thase ible should not

agency for erowd management instead of rop-
ing in 10,000 devotees for the job? Bhale Baba
andhis servitors areall complicit in the tragedy.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Hold organisers accountable
Referto theeditorial ‘Hathras stampede’; it
appears that the organisers of the ‘satsang’
and the local administration failed to draw
any lessons from past incidents of stampede
and ruckus at large gatherings. It is just
unconscionable that 25 lakh peaple were
allowed to stream into a tented area that
could only accommodate 80,000, The tragedy
points to a systemic failure on the part of the
authorities concerned and the organisers of
the religious pathering to strictly regulate
the entry and exit of devotees. Godmen and
others invalved in hosting such congrega-
tions must be held accountable if any unto-
ward incident oceurs as a result of poor
crowd management or security arrange-
ments. Those injured and the kin of the
deceased must receive relief soon.

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Take steps to avoid overcrowding
The stampede in Hathras was an avaidable
tragedy. Such ‘satsangs’ should be conduct-
edin astaggered manner to avoid a commo-
tion. Besides, devotees must have the option
10 join a session virtually so that there is no
overcrowding. The entry and exit points of
the venue must be strictlymonitared by pro-
fessionals. The attendees should bemade to
move in a quete fa avoid a stampede. And
‘mast importantly, more than two lakh devo-
tees must not be packed in a venue that is
meant to accommaodate just 80,000 people
PV MADHU NIVRITI, SECUNDERABAD

Lessons from Hathras tragedy
Refer to ‘Hathras stampede’; with around
25 lakh devotees stuffed in a venue in

be spared. Further, the authorities should

work out modalities and guidelines to

ensure that such tragedies don't recur.
GREGORY FERNANDES, MUMBA|

Need to change farmers’
Apropos of the article ‘Rall out aroadmap
to rebuild agriculture’; the writer has
failed to suggest any concrete, workahle
ideas to alleviate the farmers’ plight. Var-
ious factors, such as unforeseen weather
conditions and diseases, can hamper the
growth of crops. The author’s view that a
technalogical intervention will not help
does not hold water, especially since he is
g an increase in the budgetary
n for agriculture, though he has
not specified how it should be utilised . The
need of the hour is to focus on changing
the farmers’ mindset. Just blaming the
industry for cornering the market in
agribusiness will not help.

DEVINDER K BHANDARI, CHANDIGARH

Revisit S+4 floor decision
With reference to the news report ‘S+4
floors: Govt ignored expert panel's critical
recommendations’; much to the detriment
of state residents, the Haryana Govern-
ment seems to have succumbed to pressure
from the builders’ lobby. It is unfortunate
that the autharities are putting the inter-
ests of the builders above the concerns of
the residents. The move will deprive resi-
dents of fresh air and natural light. Once
again, the common man is bearing the
brunt of the undue influence that the rich
and powerful have over decision-makers
and policy framers. The state government
must revisit its decision in viewof concerns
about the four-storey buildings putting a
strain on water and sewage systems and
causing other problems

HMS NAGRA, FARIDABAD

Letters to the Editor typed in double space, should not exceed the 200word lmit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mail te: Letters@tribunemail.com




Business Standard

VOLUME XXXI NUMBER 68
NEW DELHI | FRIDAY, 5 JULY 2024

Datadynamics

The advisory committee has its task cut out

he Union government recently reconstituted the Advisory Committee on

National Accounts Statistics to revise the base year for national accounts

statistics and incorporate new data sources to enhance statistical accuracy.

According to the gazette notification, the committee, chaired by former
professor at the Institute of Economic Growth Bishwanath Goldar, has detailed the
terms of reference (ToR). These include providing advice on the methodology of
national accounts statistics, macro-indicators, and promoting research in this field.
This process has been delayed for many years owing to various factors such as poor
data quality, demonetisation, the implementation of goods and services tax, and
pandemic-led disruption. Although the committee will have to advise on several
critical issues, the initiation of the process to address shortcomings in the statistical
system must be welcomed.

In terms of data, the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) for
2022-23 was recently released after an 11-year hiatus, with another round for 2023-
24 expected soon. However, the results aren’t exactly comparable with past surveys
due to methodology differences. The HCES provides vital data on consumption
patterns of the household sector. A decision regarding the revision of the base year
is likely to be made after the completion of another round This decision will be
critical because it will have implications for various other it the consumer
price index (CPI), wholesale price index (WPI), and index of industrial production
— which currently rely on data that is over a decade old. Given that the Indian econ-
omy is changing rapidly, without periodic updates, these indicators may not be
reflecting the actual position, potentially affecting policy decisions.

Further, India needs a producer price index (PPI). It will not only gauge price
movements at the production level but also help in constructing a more robust
deflator for gross domestic product (GDP). The government is reported to have
finalised the methodology for the PPL. The WPI, which is used predominately to
deflate nominal GDP, has inherent limitations. Aside from price and output indicators,
India also needs high-frequency employment data covering both rural and urban
areas. This detailed and timely data is essential to accurately assess employment
trends, identify areas of concern, and implement policies that address the specific
needs of different regions and demographics. However, challenges for the committee
extend beyond i ing new indices or merely revising existing ones. The Census,
originally scheduled for 2021, has been postponed, and there is no definitive timeline
forits future conduct. Without the latest Census data, the accuracy and reliability of
survey resulm may be compromlsed Besides, as outlined in the ToR, adopting and

United present significant ck . Accounting
for well-being and sustainability is. pamcularly difficult. The increasing digitisation
and globalisation of th would >ping new methodologies
to accurately capture economic activities.

Additionally, the informal sector, which constitutes a substantial portion of
the Indian economy, presents a complex challenge for accurate measurement and
analysis. It is often argued that the present system does not accurately reflect the
position of the informal sector and tends to overstate economic growth. Given the
problems and doubts in the present system, the government has taken the first step
towards rebuilding the statistical structure. The committee would do well to explore
comprehensive strategies to overhaul and strengthen the Indian statistical system.
Consistent and credible official data for various economic indicators is essential for
informed decision-making in both the government and the private sector.

Bridging the skill gap
Quality training remains an elusive goal

ne of the paradoxes of India’s employment paradigm is that joblessness

remains a challenge even as the country’s large potential employers com-

plain of a labour shortage. Last week, Larsen & Toubro Chairman S N

Subrahmanyan said the engineering giant was facing a manpower shortage
of over 45,000 workers and engineers across its businesses. L&T is not an outlier in
this respect. Across India, from steel manufacturers in the east to the textile hub of
Tiruppur, companies are struggling to find skilled labour for such basic functions
as machine operations, welders, fitters, drivers, technicians, carpenters, and plumbers.
The shortage is not just on account of expanding order books, the elections, or hotter
summers, which have sent labourers back to their villages. It is the result of a chronic
weakness of the Indian labour market, pushing up wages and costs at a time when
private-sector investment is still relatively sluggish. The shortage becomes more
acute higherup the value chain, forcing companies to hire technicians and engineers
from overseas, especially China, to bridge the gap.

At the base of this skew is the poor quality of education and training. This
imposes an additional cost on companies of upskilling engineers or technical workers
they hire. According to the latest India Skills Report, about 64 per cent of engineering
graduates are employable, and 40 per cent of those coming out of Industrial Training
Institutes. Overall, about half the youth are found to have the necessary skills to be
employable. Interestingly, even this discouraging picture is an improvement over
2014, when only 339 per cent of the youth were considered employable. This improve-
‘ment has been, in part, on account of the government’s focus on training programmes
such as the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), and schemes for appren-
tices and craftsmen. Despite this progress, the report suggests that the challenge of
delivering skilled labour to the marketplace is daunting. It points out that only 2 per
cent of the workforce has formal vocational training and 9 per cent have informal
vocational training. This apart, even the government’s skill programmes lack quality
trainers or certification. As a result, less than 20 per cent of those trained under the
PMKVY were reported as placed in companies.

The core of the problem is that training programmes are out of sync with the
needs of industry, underlining yet again the need for closer industry participation.
Engineering courses are agood example of the problem. Of the 1.5 million engineers
that India produces every year, less than 5 per cent come from top reputed institutions
such as Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), National Institutes of Technology
(NITs), or Indian Institutes of Information Technology (III'T). The bulk of the graduates
come from private and state institutes of widely varying quality, despite certification
by the All India Council for Technical Education. The National Skills Development
Corporation, which the government set up in 2008 as a not-for-profit company to
work with industry, has not been able to make a dent in the problem. The result is
net negative for Indian labour. Large employers move to address the problem by
deploying artificial intelli; te the shop floor, the job market
even further for those entering it. That is why adequately skilling India’s labour
force needs to be a bigger priority for the government.

who was “beauty personified” lefta

Lessons from Kargil:

The war demonstrated India's ability to effectively

conduct tri-service operations,

of aformal tri-service doctrine

=T

July 1999, when India and Pakistan fought a

74-day mini-war in the Kargil sector of the
Line of Control (LoC) — the de facto border between
the two countries. The so-called Kargil conflict took
the lives of more than 500 soldiers from each side
and marked the culmination of a geopolitically-
charged period in South Asia. It is worth revisiting
the tactical, strategic and diplomatic lessons that
emerged from that conflict.

New Delhi went into the Kargil War at a particu-
larly turbulent juncture in its history. India’s higher
command structure — led by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and advised by his hawkish principal
secretary Brajesh Mishra, and
Cabinet members George
Fernandes, Jaswant Singh and
Yashwant Sinha — was inclined to
project power and favoured expedi-
tionary (outward-looking) solutions
to regional problems, such as the
long-running Tamil Tigers insur-
gency in Sri Lanka.

Inthe circumstances, India’s mil-
itary was already bloodied by con-
frontations. By 1992, the decade-old
Pakistan-backed Sikh insurgency in
Punjab was winding down, with
even the most fanatical Sikhs real-
ising they had run out of popular
support in Punjab — the only Sikh-majority province
in India. Earlier, the Indian military’s intervention
in Sti Lanka from 1987-1990 had been wound down,
with the Tamil Tigers giving the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) a sharp lesson in the limits of
power. Assam was in turmoil due to the United
Liberation Front of Assam. Even as the IPKF was
withdrawing from Sri Lanka, Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K) went up in flames in 1989-90, with thousands
of Kashmiri youngsters crossing the LoC into
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) for weapons train-
ingin Pakistan-run camps. The Union defence bud-
get was at an all-time high of almost 4 per cent of
gross domestic product.

Q quarter of a century has elapsed since May-
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With India’s first Bharatiya Janata Party Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, under pressure, New
Delhi tested five nuclear explosive devices on May 11
and 13, 1998. Despite intense international pressure
on Pakistan not to retaliate in the same coin, Islamabad

ded six nuclear devices that h—sym-
Dbolically, one more than India’s. Disregarding inter-
national criticism at adding two new “states with nucle-
arweapons” to the existing list of five “nuclear weapons
states”, Vajpayee began preparing for his historic bus
journey to Lahore. Meanwhile, far from the limelight,
atiny group of Pakistan Army planners began pushing
infiltrators across the LoC into Kargil, with all the
‘weapons, ammunition, fuel and food needed to sustain
themselves through the coming win-
ter, and the springand summer fight-
ing that would inevitably follow.

Pakistan had a simple tactical
plan. The infiltrators would position
artillery guns, ammunition, fuel,
food and fire controllers to bring
down artillery fire to interdict the
Srinagar — Kargil — Leh road, block-
ing Indian supply lines to Kargil and
the Siachen Glacier. The strategic
plan was to demonstrate the deter-
rent power of Pakistan’s nuclear
arsenal, establishing that despite the
gravest provocation, Pakistan’s
nuclear arsenal would deter India
from retaliating. In the diplomatic realm, Pakistani
planners felt confident that Indian diplomats would
be unable to generate unacceptable pressure on
Pakistan in global forums. Eventually, pegged back
militarily, stymied strategically and outwitted diplo-
matically, India would accept the new status quo in
Kargil. However, it played out quite differently.
Despite the multitude of challenges, a stubborn New
Delhi refused to step back.

New Delhi’s first challenge was to demonstrate
Pakistan’s violation of an international treaty — the
Shimla agreement of 1972 — in which both sides
had pledged to maintain the status quo along the
LoC. Now, however, regular Pakistani troops had

Big ideas for Budget D-Day

‘ x 71[h the Union Budget less than three weeks
away, every sign counts, especially as the
seat of Budget-making, North Block, is

almost sealed. So when the government on
‘Wednesday renamed the Cabinet Committee on
Employment and Skill Development to the Cabinet
Committee on Skill, Employment, and Livelihood,
the announcement conveyed a message for the
Budget. By putting skill before employment, is the
‘government suggesting that skilling
is its main focus area now in the back-
drop of a labour shortage that’s pos-
ing a hurdle in factories and manu-
facturing hubs? And by bringing
livelihood under the committee’s
fold, is it broadening the canvas of
jobs and employment in the current
context? Perhaps.

Besides the reconstituted Cabinet
committees, Budget signals have
come from the President’s address
in Parliament, the Prime Minister’s
reply, and the first Cabinet meelmg
of the 18th Lok Sabha as well
President Droupadi Murmu has sald
the Budget would roll out historic steps that would
cover economic and social issues, and that the focus
will be on reforms. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has spoken about propelling India to the next level
of development and reaching the Viksit Bharat
(developed India) goal by 2047, He has been emphatic
that his government would work at triple speed this
time. The first Cabinet meeting of Modi 3.0 also gave
some broad hints on the road map that the Budget

NOT FOR PROFIT

NIVEDITA MOOKERJI

30 million additional rural and urban households
for the construction of houses under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). All these steps may lead
to the creation of employment, but of course we can-
not be certain about the quality and the longevity of
these jobs yet.

After the Budget, likely to be scheduled for the
fourth week of July, FY25 will be left with only eight
months to go. In that scenario, this Budget has a
chance to be big on ideas that can
set the tone for Modi 3.0, without
tweaking the numbers much. It’s
possible that the Budget has been
pushed to late July to work on ideas
more imaginatively after the election
results changed the narrative signif-
icantly. Before the elections, bureau-
crats were targeting late June or early
July for the Budget. At that point,
neither a coalition government nor
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crossed the LoC, not just Kashmiri “freedom fight-
ers” as Islamabad claimed. The pn)of of ofﬁcla]
Pakistani i came throughan

coup, in which Indian telephone monitoring agen-
cies intercepted two phone calls between Lieutenant
General Mohammed Aziz Khan, the Pakistan Army’s
powerful Chief of General Staff; and his boss
Pakistan’s army chief, General Pervez Musharraf,
who was visiting Beijing to solicit Chinese support.
In discussions recorded by Indian intelligence, the
generals boasted that they were in full control of the
infiltrators in Kargil. The Indian government pre-
sented this as irrefutable evidence of Pakistani irre-
sponsibility, which — were it not for New Delhi’s
restraint — could have triggered nuclear war
between the two nuclear-armed adversaries.

To avoid this, New Delhi’s innovative tactics
included the calibrated application of military force,
notwithstanding the nuclearised backdrop. India’s
“graduated response”, employed artillery first to
inflict attrition; and then to “shoot in” the infantry,
along with attack helicopters and glide bombs.

India’s tactical and operational response demon-
strated its ability to prosecute tri-service operations,
even without a formal tri-service doctrine or the
higher structure needed to c i it.
The Indian Air Force signalled Indian resolve early
with bombing attacks on forward Pakistani positions
and on the forward Pakistani logistic node of Muntho
Dalo, rendering the infiltrators short of ammunition
for the duration of the fighting.

‘With India’s military mobilising with alarming
alacrity, US President Bill Clinton summoned Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif to the US on July 4, 1999 for
a personal dressing down. Pakistan had run out of
‘American goodwill. When Sharif reasoned that India
had violated the Shimla Agreement first by occu-
pying the Siachen Glacier, Clinton sharply reminded
him that the days of redrawing maps were over and
that Pakistani troops should withdraw to the north
of the LoC. By the end of July, the status quo-ante
was restored.

‘The Kargil War resulted in a high-level commis-
sion — the Kargil Review Committee (KRC) — which
‘was independent India’s first serious attempt at
assessing the quantum of troops needed to defend
its borders. The KRC Report brought to light many
grave deficiencies in India’s security management
system, including the fact that the original frame-
work for management of the country’s security, for-
mulated by Lord Ismay and recommended by Lord
Mountbatten, had been accepted by a national lead-
ership that was not fully conversant with the com-
plexities of national security management.

The KRC, its findings and recommendations rein-
forced by a Group of Ministers in 2000, also noted
that all three divisions of the vast and contested ter-
ritory of J&K were defended by two Indian Army
corps — 15 Corps in charge of Kashmir and Ladakh;
and 16 Corps in charge of Jammu. It was decided to
carve out a separate corps zone from the current 15
Corps, which would be designated 14 Corps and giv-
en charge of Ladakh. This has since been imple-
mented, but there remains a dichotomy in the fact
that 14 Corps is responsible for Kargil and Siachen
Glacier (both claimed by Pakistan); as well as for
Eastern Ladakh (claimed by China). This duality
does not make for smooth command.

Inherinterim Budget speech in February, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had mentioned the
need for industry-academia collaboration. This time,
the Budget could give the initiative a bigger push. For
that to happen, research and development (R&D)
must get its due as well.

In the February Budget, the FM had announced a
R trillion corpus to help finance research in technol-
ogy and had proposed a scheme for deep tech inno-
vation. But overall, India’s R&D spend as a portion of
the gross domestic product (GDP) is below 1 per cent
and compares poorly with other economies such as
the US, Germany, Chlna and Sou(h Korea Also, in
India, the pr iture
on R&D (GERD) has been below 40 per cent of the
lotal Globally, in some of the countries focused on

ion such as Japan, the US, German
Korea, a large proportion of the R&D funding, 65 to
70 per cent, comes from private enterprises.
While jobs, innovation and the like could get atten-

a strong Opposition was any

in the picture.

it is actually a Budget with big
ideas, the generation of quality jobs
and skill developmem should be the

focal point,
For that, collaboration between industry and aca-
demic institutions, both within the country and over-
seas, should find a prominent place in Budget-mak-
ing. This would mean tieups with organisations,
businesses and institutions in Taiwan and China,
among others, for India’s manufacmrmg push in

o far, India has only
taken baby steps in these areas and would need to

may outline related to The Cabinet
decided that the Centre would provide assistance to

notes, “Rukmini knew how she could

cc ‘with global powers to make it bigin man-
ufacturing and, in the process, create jobs.

tion as finetune their , taxes
still grab the most eyeballs on the Budget day and in
the countdown. In that context, this is what a Budget
watcher who has been part of Budget-making in the
past wishes for. Clean up the direct tax regime across
various asset classes to encourage financial savings
and further broaden the capital markets; reduce cus-
toms tariffs and encourage industry to be part of
global supply chains; actively sign free-trade agree-
‘ments with the larger objective of promoting exports
of goods; and set up a “productivity commission” for
agriculture and allied sectors to boost farm incomes.
Now that the FM and her team are done with all
theinput i it’sti
out the big ideas for the D-Day, keeping in mind the
need of the hour and the signs all around.

other. Shortly after

The art of areformer

BOOK REVIEW

acommunity of Melakkarars [a
marginalised community] and
[making] it available to others”. This
book comes across asadefence of
Rukmini Devi. Ms Devika wantstotell
“acompletely differentstory” based on
herresearch.

deep impression.

While the author does not offeran
overview of the research methodology
used, the endnotes indicate that she
conducted interviews with teachers,
alumni and performers from
Kalakshetra, and also went through

She cites two earlier biographies—one
by Avanthi Meduri, another by Leela
Samson—and uses a range of books
and journal articles to build out the

Theauthorisastoryteller,
CHINTAN GIRISH MODI educationist, Gandhischolarand cultural
activist, in
R Devika'sbiography Rukmini and believes that Rukmini Devi’s legacy
‘ ’. DeviArundale: Arts Revivalist hasbeenmisunderstoodand
and. Builderisthe writes, “Inthelate
latest in aseries of books called 1970sand early ‘80s, a narrative beganto
“Pioneers of Modern India”™ i p!
by Niyogi Books. outsiderstothe milieu...They called

Rukmini Devi (1904-1986), the
founder of Kalakshetra, a performing
artsacademy in Chennai, is often
described as a pioneer because of her
work with Bharatanatyam that hasbeen
widely appreciated across the globe.
However, as Ms Devika notes, sheisalso
criticised for “learning an art form

Rukmini Devianappropriator...Theysaid
shehad used herupperclassand caste
privilegetodoit.”

The author does not let us make up
ourown mind. She hopes to persuade
ustoagree with her. Afterall, she had
anopportunity to meet Rukmini Devi
inChennaiin thelate 1970s. This

(Sadir) that practised by

personal ith the woman

political context in which
Rukmini Devi grew up, flourished,
experimented with ideas, and
established herselfas an authority.

Rukmini Devi’s ability toget things

donetactfullyisevident from an
anecdote mentioned in the book. In
1918, for instance, she wanted to
participate in a production of
Rabindranath Tagore’ s playMalmx

archival documents and video footage.

getwhat she wanted. She told hlm the

died, he proposed. Rukmini Devi’s
moth

hastri animals...mosti
education...also costumingand
d Ms Besant nd printing”.

performance was fora
She knew that her father, formerly
employed by the British, and a great
supporter of the Home Rule Movement
would be unable to refuse. When
Rukmini Devidid go up on stage, he was
enthralled by his daughter’s musical
talentand

gave the union theirblessings despite
the fact that “the marriage of a16-year-
old Brahmin girl with an English
Christian man 26 years older than her”
'was grist for the city’s gossip mills.
‘The author does not spend too many
pagesontheir
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pursue music ARe’in'\:DALEéﬁm focuses onaspects
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interested inthe

The book ventures briefly into
discussing administrative issues at
Kalakshetraduring Rukmini Devi'stime
butdoes not comment on the recent
sexual harassment allegations that have
led tothe suspension of accused
teachers. Onthe positiveside, itexposes
us toRukmini Devi’s contributions
beyond the world of dance. Her
passionate advocacy asamember of the
Rajya Sabha was instrumental in passing
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1960. She also chaired the Animal
Welfare Board of India, which was set up

ofinfluential educationinIndia. asastatutory bodyin1962.

cultural figureslike MsDevika writes ‘When Rukmini Devi was seriously
Helena Petrovna about Rukmini ill, she refused to take medicines
Blavatsky, Colonel H Devi'srolein tested on ammals and opled for
SOlcott, Annie Besant, Charles Webster | “formatting am for the Chin d Tibetan

Leadbeater, Anna Pavlova, and Maria
ienriched Rukmini Devi’s

staged by memb

Society. Her father, hastri,

life. It wasin thisat hat

whowasacivil engineer, was not
enthusiasticabout thisideabecause
“girls going on the stage to perform an
artwas frowned upon.” Ms Devika

Rukmini Devi met George Arundale,
who wasinvited to the Theosophical
Society in Chennai by Ms Besant. He
and Rukmini Devi grew fond of each

modern age by offering training with
curriculum-based institutional
learning”, and creatingan

acupressure and acupuncture, While
many may scoffat her choice, itisa
the i

where dance was presented “as part of
therevival of textile and weaving

lha( she felt towards animals.

traditions, in harmony with
of nature and greenery, love for

The reviewer s ajournalist wh
is @chintanwritingon Instagram and X
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FPIs can't afford to stay away from peak growth

FPIsareback in the market, hoisting Sensex above 80k in
theindex’sfastest10,000-pointrally There is reason to be-
lieve FPIs are here to stay, and their pullout in May and
June was ablip, not the trend. Uncertainty over election
results is behind us, and the process of ministry forma-
tion provides investors assurance of policy continuity.
The maiden budget later this month is expected to set a
reform roadmap over the next five years, while persist-
ingwith fiscal prudence. The earnings season islikely to
bear out that India is a market FPIs can't afford to stay
away from. Few other emerging markets can match Ind-

ia's projected 7.2% GDP growth and, hence, earnings, al-

though valuations are looking stretched

Return of FPIs is causing a rotation in favour of large
caps. Domestic investors have
been pushing the broader mar-
ket, raising regulatory concer-
ns over froth in mid and small
caps. These concerns should
subsideaslarge capscatchupin
valuations. The up move from
70,000t0 80,000 has been restric-
ted to just over half the Sensex
constituents and should widen
as earnings visibility improves across sectors on budget
proposals and monsoon prospects.

Easing of interest rates by central banks in advanced
economies later this year will open the arbitrage oppor-
tunity Indian equity has tooffer: Alse, improving the tra-
de balance eases pressure on the rupee, adding extra re-
turnsto FPIs' Indiaexposure, Solong asenergy prices re-
main subdued, there is no major catalyst for FPI to alter
their India perspective. Unless other emerging markets
can match up to the risk-reward metric, which India has
worked on by encouragingdebt flows. Sensexat 100k may
be closer than what investors had anticipated earlier.

Make Parliament
Parliamentary Again

Last month, the people of India gave their mandate. It was not
justabout who would run the government, but also about who
would mpresemlhem inParliament. Aboveall, itmeanselect-
ed par g what their job ils: conductleg-
islative proceedings. Much of what has been witnessed in Par-
liament so far seems to be nothing but a spillover of election-
time campaign rhetoric(sic). Both ‘battering ram’ Opposition
and ‘bulldezer’ government seem to have misunderstood the
mandate—of their jobs.

Holding successful elections, winningor losing in polls, and
theact of voting are only one aspect of pariiamentary demo-
cracy. Thereal ‘dance of democracy’ iswhathappens in betwe-
en elections. In the institution of
Parliament,elected representativ-
es question and check the govern-
ment, debateissuesandmakelaws.
Inthe wordsof former Rajya Sabha
chairman M Venkaiah Naidu, the
opposition and treasury benches
are like ‘two eyes' of the House.
Going by the present theatrics, we
are being made witness toa cross-
eved Parliament, which seems to
bedoingeverything but its job.

TheOppositionand government need to come toaconsensus.
atleastwhenit ing their parli —rather
than onlypolitical —function. Afunctioning Parliament does
notrequire the Opposition toacquiesce toevery demand of the
government. Neither does n meanrespondingonly withknee-
Jerk Issue-b: needsto beback cen-
trestage. Rul dprocedur out it msof
nttoensurefairness,alevel playing field and maximiseoutco-
mes. Parliament can’t be just another venue for MPs to grand-
stand. Thepeople did not vote for a dysfunetional Parliament.
So, MPs, make Parliament parliamentary again.

‘ ‘ The more the climate changes, the
i more the rhetoric remains the same

Waiting for a COP-Out
In Déja Vu Baku

‘We're smack in the middle of 2024, and ladies and gentle-
men, it's time once again for another round of COB, thean»
nual elimat is festival. This year’s group
set to happen at Baku's Olympic Stadium in oil-and- gas-
rich Azerbaijan from November 11 to 22. Olympic Stadi-
um... hangon, did theex-Soviet Unionstateever...? No, the
country has never hosted the "pics. But showing intent ne-
verhurtanyone. Ask Yalchin Rafiyev, Azerbaijan'sdeputy
foreign minister and lead negotiator for COP29.

In an interview, Rafiyev det:lamd that COP29 would be a
i truth for ity’anda litmus
test for the Paris Agreement’. Azerbaijan’s vision for
COP29 rests on enhancing ambition and enabling action.
In a world wracked by climate impacts, such optimism is,
well, the ultimate exereise in positive thinking. Unfort-
unately,itisnot refreshingly new. COP27in Egypt was sup-

ot even the best minds in
the trade can putafingeron
what could go wrong in the
stock market. And when. To-
day, they are overwhelmed
‘byastorythatisunfolding before them
—astory thathasnoprecedence, defies
all they have learnt about valuations
overthe years, and is growingonabeliof
that is gettingembedded in the collecti-
ve psyche of more and more people
that themarketcan onlymoveone way:
Mostelingontotl icthat thereis
nobetter bet than equities. Those with !
bigger stakes are driven by business The non-gravity of the matter
interest, politics and the very compul-

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI

what is stopped?

Alltrue. Neither promotersof listed
companiesnor thegovernmentaresell-
ing in a way that would release fresh
supplyof stocksto stem the prices

Even some of proverbial swords —
suchasapossiblehike inshort-termcap-
ital gainstax, a highersecurities trans-
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Pranamay
Kosh

ivativetra-
des, or an end to offsetting derivative
gains against losses —may not be sh-
arpenoughtoslaythespirit. Asurgein
return on risk-free assets like bank de-
posits, plunge in growth (where theeco-
nomy really performs badly), or an ex-
ternalshock

anamay kosh is the energy
hodynfman Koshmeansash-

eath. The pranamay kosh, made
of pran, orlife, substance, electri-
fies and gives lifeto our physical

body: Thepr koshcarri-

However. keeping aside the third
possibility —an ‘unknown-unknown'

there are slim chances of the first
two happening: inierest rates could
soften next year, while is

y theinyi
ibleaura orenergy field surro
nding the body Justasan electric
current creates an electricfield
around it, the pranic currents

unhkelyloumm [y tends

to be higher in countries with lower
percapita income. And, only a few
think regulators wo-

sion to keep a story alive as long as the
going is good. And why not? After all,
they have been proved right so far. In-
«deed, thetwomost powerful men in the
country were fairly accurate in their
forecasts about the post-election stock
market even when they fell short of

ces, Central banks, anxious to salvage
their image following the meltdown,
inundated the world with money 1o ke-
ep afloat bankrupt sovereigns and tot-
tering economies. In the wake of the
pandemic, the story played out again.
But, since then, monetary authoriti-

sharp cut in interest rates, money Fund managers
sloshing around across markets are probably » "‘

and the bounce-back of growth startingtofeel /' 4
and equities post-Covid have had it in their bones *
an unprecedented demonstration the dilemma of

effect on people who are

what stocks' b

by themoneythatothersmadeby to buy, at |

their onthy

The precise prophesies in the short
runand asustained rally are begin-
ning to mask the widely-accepted
trait that equity markets
are cyclical — and not an
incessant upward story.
But is the cycle becoming
longerandlonger? Amid the
rush of money cha-
singstocks, willacor-
rection take longer
than it took in the

past? Perhaps yes. Al (]
most subconscio-
usly, the world has
taken for granted
the liquidity that
Is buoying stocks.

Since 2009, the-
re is an unmistak-
able positive cor-
relation between
expansion of bal-

es, par
mies, have been slow in pulling
back the money thm' Tad re-
rof fin-
ancial H’H(ahlllﬂ' \mocr
tainty and job losses have
held them back from resto-
ring the pre-crises monetary
normalcy.
Nurturingthesentiment
became a priority and
many central banks

simply g
ing more funds intostocks.
ndulum has swung to

the end: from the days where the stock
market ‘was an opaque satta bazaar, it

pour- what prices \

uld splash cold water Investors chas-
ingpastreturns are holdingon to such

Nut that there are no reasons toqu-
estion the flows into equities. Net fin-
ancial savingsaredown, consumption
growth has slowed, interest rates are
peak and central
banks are buying gold like never befo-

supposedly at the

ment and ‘liquidity' — the last two
tactas of now — could be preserved if
the first behaves, Exven a less than.ex

In the matrix of ‘earnings’, ‘senti-

“The energy body has 114 chalrms,
orenergy wheels, todistribute
prana to various body partsthro-
ughnadis, or microscopic ves-
sels, which are invisible to the
eye. Some of these main chakras
arealigned along thespinal cord.

"This pranicsystem is used in
Reiki, Chinesealternative thera-
ples likeacupuncture and acu:
pressure, and the Indian marma
therapy for healing purposes.
Thepranamay kosha is energised
by pranayam. When the prana-
may kosh is energised through
yogtoa threshold limit, the kun-
dalini, or the spiritual evolution-
ary energy, isawakened in man,
atthe bottom coccyx regionof
thespine called Muladhar (base
support forenergy) in yogic ferms.

i

andgover
ked together tomainta-
ineconomiesonaneven

ret D i
political fremors. Most of the spend-
ing. be it in the US or India, has been

ngtheway theequity

doneby theg do-
les to boost investments or consump
d

tion, Many of thes

Key barometer of eco-
nomic well-being.
As the big boys
bumbled along to sa-
vethe world, precon-
ditions were creat-
ed for a change in

cen-
tral banksand lea-
ding equity indi-

he
world has taken for granted the behaviour of ordi-
liquidity that is buoying stocks

nary people. The

that would have dampened sentiments
before, exist today. But a market, back:

ed by liquidity, is unfazed.

In fact, there’s a volley of counter:
questions that one runs into: why wo-
fall? Who will sell?
Fven if they sell, where would they re-
invest the money? Aren't new invest-
ments into MFs and SIPs more than

uld the market

not

immediately cast a shadow on Sensex
orNifty if theirweight in theindicesis
comparatively low:

not always be sufficient toraise
the Kundalini. Accondingto the
scriptures, the Kundalini Shalkti

Fund managers,

the money coming in, are probably
starting to feel it in their bones the dil-
emma of what stocks to buy, at what
prices. Unlike their sales and market-
ing colleagues marshalling inflows,
they may be trying to figure out what
cango i

intel-
lect, creative talentsand spiritu-
al knowledge. However, it could
bedangerous to try to awaken it
withouta guru. Adi Shankara-
charya, SantJnaneshwar.and
many grvaisamtv: and mystics
hakti

na

stillunder-penetrated market areall-
red by the hugely successful catchline,
‘Mutual funds sahi hai’,

sugata.ghoshitimesofindia.com
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Public Transportation

Ensuring equitable access to public transportation helps to reduce food
insecurity, boost econe

Bell Curves

® R Prasad

and connec!

lomies, empower women, t people to
ey health, education and financial services, esoec&allv wlneraue urban
worl

Yet

In Parliament,
speechies unfold,
With tales that are
often retold.

Each tit-for-tat moan,

In a snide, mocking tone,

According to

mm
2024, only 6 in 10 urban residents have convenient access to public transit,
on data collected in 2023 from 2,039 cities in 188 countries...
Share of population with convenient :tuss to o p! bl
transportation in urban areas, 2023 (%]
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Going Broke for
Old Brokerages

Apropos ‘Fee Great Leveller for
Discount Brokerages® by Kaira-
vi Lukka(Jul 3). discount brok-
erageswere mintingmoney in
spiteof charging ‘zero’ broker.
age on delivery trades as exor-
bitant profits earned from F&O
trades were utilised mmhilmw
les in their pol
Volumes increased andGuL mn,
earned hefty amountson the va-
rious charges itlevies, including
STT, on trades. Retail investors
werehappy asthey literally paid
nobrokerage on delivery trades.
The Sebiorder on uniform levi-
esonall trades will unnecessa-
rily burden small retail traders
astheir costof stocks will rise
as they will now have topay more
brokerage. The new rule seems
have been introduced to please
the securities firms that were
charging more and their volu-

Mediate for Arbitration;za-e2e%.,

MC

asing.
SNKABRA
Mumbai

WeAllFall Down,
Like Toy Soldiers

Arbitration has beenstruggling to take
off in India since the first Arbitration
and Conciliation Act, 1996, This isworri-
some. From PM to vice-president, many
haveargued forasound institutional
arbifration process. Law minister Arjun
Ram Meghwalrecently even wondered
why India can'tt arbit-

arenotexhausted isoften pert tobe  bothby the Gor itsentity or ol i Thisrefers to the newsreport,
improper by various authorities, despite ~ agency)and by the opposite party, when Window S ’mPp g ‘General Dwivedi Assumes Ch-
the ‘finality’ envisaged in thec thedecision of thearbitrators isnot to And Browsing argeas Army Chief’(Jul1).In
acceptanceof anarbitral awardis thesatisfaction of either party'saysthe Lhc last 10 years, there have
peme:\-emmpmper itis mm ~u1nuunr notification. that delight- hiefs, withan average of
rstand b Ir I ) courts, ful pastime of stroningmsx lessthan nine
would for a governmen hey inst thewillof Parlia- i months. This
servanl whosedecision-makingiseven  ment, which prohibit: Is. The law curiosi mpuck hasbeen due Lo
byfearsof question-  prohibitsalterationof theaward, Thata ets—no intention tobuy,just the posting
by ‘bossesand agencies. When the Ar-  particular award is notlo(hesanslmmn lnsavounhewsmllfeasl It's lhellke]y Lhi(—.’f
biireaicn am] Cncaiation Aitfs bewot of thelosing party can't asvice-chief
inganogoarea, howcanresortingto  forabandoninga mechanism, Almost lmumnl,a\waluwlﬂlglam justa few mon
the Mediation Act be a better choice? everyappeal — in Highor Supreme barriers that both tantalise ths beforehis
‘The Mediation Actis in its infancyand  Court—isoutof dissatisfactionovera  andprotect. appointment
hasnotbeen tested yet, unlikethearbit:  lowercourt'sruling. Does that mean 28 tofamiliarise himself with the
ration law, Furthermore, mediationis  lower courts should be junked? AHQas wellasjudgehis political

by consent and does not have the finality
I i rd

ration in the

Aseffortsaremade toensure its take-
off, arecent finance ministry notifica-
1\nn hasthe: pmvn(lal l[mlx(hEh\n It

Asigni aspect where arbitration
scores over mediation is that an arbitral
award is bindingon the parties involved

inthe: d ispute, and therecould be no

inan;

theaward— barring som

like i

evenif one s incorporated, it be for less
than10cr The primary reason behind
this isGols

eountry’s public policy or being illegal.
Anarbitration process provides some

certainty and timeline

government departments

theorderof their tribunals

ney The judiciary was happy to inter-
feve even in international arbitral aw
rds. After years, inacase involving Bal-

Therearescoresof instanceswhere

or regulatorsike Sebi, appeal against
Should that

Each window becomes a
i ited

coand Kaiser Al
reversed i

inarbitration. The alternative prescri
bed is mediationor the courts, whose
track record intimely disposal is poor:

putes, which isessential in business

dealings. !j“armlmuonfajlmmanvum It

leading to it becom-

cura
exhibit of consumer culture.

der whohas been there for uni\
sixmonths? Why shift the south
westernarmy commander so
s0on? The last 10 years have
seen nine ARTRACcommanders.
What training doetrinesor pro-
posals couldanyone have done?
All Ddd.lbesmfhn result

S, gar-

ith the govern.

ingswi ies, whichare

ll’Ch)nllkE uld

ost Wi back.
llvl\clnusewmlllbil\luk un(lm:

‘Alargemajority of arbitration decisi-
inthe Courts

neq»:mnumnly in ln(hahma]] over! (he
world.

Arbitration as alaw emerged after Ind-
iasigned the New York Convention and
framed it based on the UNCITRAL (UN
Commissionon International Trade
Law) model, which is uniform to most
countries. For Gol, the biggest litigator
inthe country; torecommend a\mding

posed to be an ‘implementation COP’, with the
declaring, ‘We must work tngelher for implementation.
‘A

itnottrus
ingitsownlawaimed at memwmgrhm
easeof doingbusiness,

Weneed now t

, what are

If i tobe
i Thenotifi-

yearlater, in Dubai, we heard COP28 would be an incl

COP: Yes, we did have the Loss and Damage Fund, but whe-
re is the money? So, let's keep our fingers crossed that
‘COP29 will not turn out te be just hot air. we

cation encourages Gol departmentsand
state-run companies tochoose the Medi
ation Act2023, or rm@ﬂtl'nr asettlement

can keep counting Baku's yeti-sized carbon footprint.

ne argument to
dumparbitration is Imt acceptanceof
henjudicial

of reducing
of anarmy commander to18
‘months from 24, only to accom-

friends, You peer

treaties, which invariably have arbitra glass, yo
tion clauses. bameramlmnaglneyeurseu Timeto change the rules. Army
L hasalso inthe arran- must have a fixed
been Murp(-dbv\'cstui mmmts. Chief  gedensembles. tenureof two years regardless
JusticeDYCI Window of age. This will ensure that bet-
‘old 'hu)\clu'h‘ Last year, \Auﬂn stages, where couture meets terofficerswho loseout dueto
tl drama. A i pirou- lack of residual tenure become
a nl,hu\t andthat army and, subse-
when weneed to introspect and move apair of stilettos flirts Wllh a quently,chief. Chiefsmust have

forwand by bringing about necessary pairof low-cut jeans. Theal-

atenureof three years. Until

changes, ineluding, if required, by

legislation’” the unexpected harmony of they barely get two. Whe
Meghwal issetto take the national liti-  disparate clements. heachieve except vi
gation policy tothe Cabinet aspartof the ‘Window shopping is alsoes- ing over and then visits for fare-
100day agenda, Heshould have propo- capisin —outof your every- well? And, of course, plan post
salsto makr' arbitration orders trans- daylives, intoa realm of pos- retirement sinecure.
parent. Le sibility y your-
upjustice delwer\; if Indiamustarrest  self thep .y T
idi i te di he pl It'sa paradox: Mumbai
onagrErlrsion. T “";“ffmwém' Letters o the edltor may be addressed o
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Irrational exuberance

The celebrations over the raging bull market shouldn’t
ignore that it’s hard to justify the current valuations

T'S ARAGING bull market. The record rally in stock markets, with the

Sensex crossing 80,000, has taken the market capitalisation to nearly

450 trillion. Fuelled largelybylocal liquidityand,of late,by foreign fund

buying, the spectacularsurge in share prices, takes the ratio of the mar-
ket capitalisation to GDPtoabout 1.3X,which some experts sayis not in the
over-valued zone.India’s economyis doingwell, relative tothe
rest of the world, even if there are pockets of weakness, namely consump-
tion.Anominal GDPgrowth of 11-12% should result in corporate earnings
growing at least at the same pace; some may do better. No other economy is
likelytosee corporate profits growing so fast.At the same time, there islittle
tosuggest,justyet, that the economywill gain significant momentumin the
comingyears.In factthereare signs of aslowdown inkeysectors suchasreal
estate and automobiles. Going by the poor sales of tractors,and the contin-
uing negative growth in real rural wages, it is hard to believe a rural recovery
ison theway.Also,given howrapidly technologyisadvancing,it doesn’t take
too much time fora sector to get disrupted.

Given these concerns, it ishard tojustify the currentvaluations.One could
argue the Nifty is reasonably valued when viewed against historical valua-
tions and bond yields — it now trades at 22 times on FY25 estimated earn-
ingsand close to 20 times estimated FY2.6 earnings. Butaverylargenumber
of stocks now trade at multiples of 50x and 60x forward earnings that are
building in unreal expectations; the multiples price in sustained earnings
growth of 15-16% annually for the next 15 years. This doesn’t seem to be
‘worrying small investors. Going by the continuing strong flows into sys-
tematlc investment plans, now at about 20,000 crore a month, retail

clearly convinced that the equity market is the best place to park
theirsavings. Theywould be well advised to be prepared fora correctionand
wait for the returns.

Theattraction forequities has pushed up theratio of equitiesasashare of
nethousehold financial assets, to 14.7%in FY23 fromjust 4.5%in FY21;it
could trend up further in the coming years, possibly at the cost of bank
deposits. This is good news for companies that are mopping up funds from
the market. 2024 could be a record year for equity fund raising. Ina capital-
scarce economy like India’s, the availability of equity capital can help busi-
nesses and reduce their dependence on debt. At the same time, investors
shouldalsonote that promotersand private equity players are paring stakes.

Byoneanalysis,a clutch of 37 promoters — from the universe of the top
500 companies — has sold shares worth ¥87,000 crorein the sixmonths to
]une To be sure, not all of these may be tactical exits driven by promoters

theirbusi re over-valued. Some maybe using the funds to
repayloans orsimplytoraise cash for theiroperations. Nonetheless, itisared
flag. The rally could go on, driven by sentiment and liquidity. It’s time,
though, to pay closeattention to corporate profitsand not toshrug off signs
ofaslowing down.

Trying to kill Chinese
tech makes it stronger

INTRYING TO block China's climb up the ladder of technological sophistication, the
USmay inadvertently be givingts rival a hand up.

Consideraspeech madebyPremierLi Qiangatlastweek’s World Economic Forum
inthe port city of Dalian east of Beijing.

“Weneedto thegrowth i of the 1d 7hesaid, cit-
ingthe International Monetary Fund’s forecast that global outpul isheading toward
itsslowestgrowth decades. China’sown dec

contributing factors to this shift: The IMF’s predictions show almost all of the slow-
downhappeningin emergmg markets rather than rich countries.

What’s Lipitched.The current i tocome
from the waning of the third industrial revolution in information technology, he
argued, makingit all the more urgent that the world lean into clean energy, artificial
intelligence,and biotech to sparka fourth one.

That prescription is ona collision course with the technological trade war over

olar ium-ionbatteries that’sbrew-
ingbetween the USand China. Tl i tri hina’s
technological advances, the harder Chinais likely to push to move forward.

‘We're already seeing real-world policy implications. Asked afterward what mea-
sures the government was taking to address the slowdown, he pointed to “cash-for-
clunkers” plans to upgrade old equipment and machinery, as well as China’s lavish
incentives for research and development spending.

Thisi The 500 billi -
ity that the People’s Bank of China inApril to lenders to make
more loans to upgrade equipment, on top of an identical 200 billion yuan facility in

notmuch thanwhat the PBOChas dedicated to
market,which 1.08 trilli

Since last year, companies that invest in R&D can also
deducttwicethesum theyspent from their taxbills,a potent
incentive.R&D spendingrose 8.1%in 2023,accounting for
about 2.6% of GDP,according to government statistics.

Despiteall this backing, China s stillin second place. Its
3.3 trillion yuan ($458 billion) of R&D last year was not
much more than half the $885.6 billion that came out of
the US in 2022, the latest year for which data is available.
That ratio has held pretty constant for several years. Given
the support forR&D in the Inflation Reduction Act, it’s pos-
sible that the US lead over China s, ifanything, widening.

What’s clear, however, is that China is now able to get a

phenomenal bang for ts buck. At the Dalian conference,
c TechnologyCo. ingofupcom-
ing products from the world’s biggest maker of lithium-ion batteries. These include
apackthat could move a car600 km (373 miles)and be charged in10minutes,made
without costlyni that into
each kilogram as conventional cells,and could potentially be used for small aircraft;
and oneb; odium rather than i lithium.

Visiting Chinaand the US recentlyfor the first time in fiveyears, I found it hard to
‘miss the advances that have been made. EVs appear to be as common in second-tier
cities such as Dalian and Chengdu as they are in first-tier Shanghai. Even gasoline-
powered vehicles often seem futunstlc interms of designsand interiors, thanks toa
carfleetthat hasstill b half: intheUSand
Europe. China may not quite have made it to the World Bank’s club of high-income
countriesyet,butit’s clear that it’sbarelya sliveraway.

national security reasons behind ’s determi-

nation to prevent China from catchmg up on semiconductors and artificial intelli-
gence! That’ Butin
raising levies againstclean technologylt s simply closing the US market to the fruits
ofth The! persistent inflation that we
are witnessing worldwide is the result of a global economy that’s trading less with
itself as tariff barriers rise. That’s not going to halt Beijing’s push for technological
advancement.If: anythlng, it’s going to accelerate it.If China’s exports weren 't facmg

20! that

FICKLING

Bloomberg

uchadifficult nmentwouldn’t est-
mentasanalternative lever of growth.

Putananimalinatough,hard-to- ionwill
turnitintoaruthle: Giveit ea and it evolvesinstead into

prey. By trying to hamper China’s tech rise, America is only making it more powerful.

AMILY BUSINESSES ARE

undergoing a quiet revolu-

tion with a significant num-

berof newstart-ups et up by

the younger generation of
business families. This is an excellent
trend, especiallywhen productlife cycles
are shortened by multiple forces of dis-
ruption. However, with the demise of
joint families and the disappearance of
joint ownership of everything, entre-
preneurial initiatives of family mem-
bers have raised a new set of challenges
for family businesses.

Some of the major areas of dilemma
emanate from the societal evolution
into predominantly individualism-dri-
ven nuclear families from one driven by
collectivism,as in joint families. Amajor

question is to decide the hip of
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® WORD OF CAUTION

Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud

The more you see the surge in the stock
market, the greater the role, | believe, for
Sebi and SAT, as institutions which will exercise
caution, celebrate the successes but at the same
~ % time, ensure that the backbone is stable
)

START-UP SOLUTION
AGGREGATED FAMILY BUSINESS INCUBATORS AND ACCELERATORS CAN BE A BIG CHANGE AGENT

A family start-up revolution

KAVIL
RAMACHANDRAN

Professor and senior advisor, Thomas Schmidheiny
Centre for Family Enterprise, Indian School of Business

to the family entrepreneur, retaining
control with the family that is making
the entire investment. Some families
maintainaseparateventure fund under
its family fund.

The entire process of venture cre-
ation,starting from idea validation to

termsand c¢

test out venture creation capabilities
and learn from the experience stand in

preneur can either continue as a serial
entrepreneur and move on to set up
another new venture or take up some
other responsibilities, but not operate
the start-up further.

Family business as incubator
Fundamental to any start-up’s suc-
cess is the support and facilitation pro-
vided by high-quality mentoring. In
most families, this is easily and freely
ava]lable from senior membcrs and

good stead in preparing the ind

In fact, high-quality men-

asa corporate manager.

One of the biggest long-term impli-
cations of venturingis the dangerof silo
formation in the family. Entrepreneurs
about their start-ups are

and review must be done like a stand-
alone: -apital firm with firmness

the start-up between the initiator and
the family, which is also influenced by
the source of funding: whether it is the
common family pool or the individual
entrepreneur’s personal or parental
money. Some of the other sources of
dilemmas revolve around the manage-
ment of the venture: who all have a say
in it, how the entrepreneur gets
rewarded, what happens to the individ-
ual if the venture fails, and also what
mechanisms should be kept to prevent
silos. It is important to recognise and
explore options to address them proac-
tivelyand avoid the effect of 5Ds (dilem-
mas, deviations, differences, disputes,
and destruction).

Addressing dilemmas

Ideally, all start-ups driven by family
‘members must be owned by the family
itself, disregarding their relatedness to
the existing business and who the orig-
inator of the idea is. However, to encour-
age entrepreneurship, some families
allocateatoken“sweat equity”of 5-10%

and fairness. This is easier

likely tobe more (or only!) worried about
their“babies” at the cost of taking care
of all “family babies” This

said than done, especially if
there is parental interfer-
ence to protect theirwards
from any kind of failure.
Thisiswhereastrong deci-
sion-makingentitysuchas

Fundamental to
any start-up's
success is the

support and

requires regular re-dedi-
cation to the family’s pur-
pose of doing business
together with rewards
tweaked accordingly. In
one instance, there is a

a family business board or facilitation specific expectation set
anowners’council witha  provided by high-  fornext-generationmem-
couple of non-family pro- p S bers to devote their time
fessionals on board helps. ~QUality mentoring. ;. mindequitablyacross
What makes family poli-  In most families,  their“own”ventures and

cies work is complete
respect for the policiesand
processes and members
restraining from the temp-
tation to bend them to personal advan-
tage. It is notable that some of the well-
governed families do not hesitate to pull
the plug on start-ups that are not mak-
ing any progress. Such families recog-
nise that ventures may fail, but not the
ent al familie:

value the start-up experience of their
members very highly, whether the ven-
ture takes off or not.The opportunity to

this is easily and
freely available
S

those of the family. Close
supervision, reminding
entrepreneurs about their
goalsbeyond the start-up,
and overall mentoring are important to
avoid the creation of what is called a
“perforation model”.

One of the best ways to avoid silo
formation is by limiting the family
entrepreneur’s role to pre-start-up to
early growth stages. Other experienced
professionals, from the family or oth-
erwise,will be able to build the venture

| through the growth stages. The entre-

toring by a close well-wisher can make
allthe differencein a start-up’sjourney.

In that sense, the family businessis
one of the best incubators as well as
accelerators for start-ups to sail
smoothly. This is not often recognised
although family businesses are no
longer considered change-resistant
and unprofessional. Families need to
refine their governance practices and
bring start-up venture funding to the
core.They need a separate venture cap-
ital fund and should consider family-
initiated venture investment as part of
theirwealth management portfolio,as
is done by some reputable multi-gen-
erational family businesses. This will
be the next evolution of family busi-
nessas entrepreneurial families. How-
ever, it is important for them to
remember that it is not the same as
running an existing business. They
must build both attitude and expertise
in start-up incubation.

In essence, family businesses can
and should become the next hotspot of
start-ups. Aggregated family business
incubatorsand accelerators across fam-
ilies that are managed professionally
can be a major change agent. Family
wealth may be directed to such venture
funds that can tap into the expertise
fromvarious sources.

Reducing inflation the Czech way

AMOL AGRAWAL

The author teaches at Ahmedabad University
Views are personal

The Czech central bank brought down inflation
using unconventional policies while most others
have struggled with conventional measures

INTHE WORLD of central banking and
monetary policy, attention is usually
on the central banks of developed
countries. However, sometimes the
best stories on the conduct of central
banking come from small open
economies. Examples include the
Reserve Bank of New Zealand pioneer-
ing inflation targeting in 1989 and
Norway’s central bank managing the
government’s oil fund. One can add
the Czech National Bank (CNB) to the
list,as it brought down inflation using
unconventional policies when most
others have struggled with conven-
tional measures.

The CNBis one of the youngest cen-
tral banks in the world. It was estab-
lished in 1993 after Czechoslovakia
splitinto two countries: Czech Repub-
lic and Slovakia. The policymakers
decided to reform the economy from
state- to market-driven.

Economist Robert Mundell had
said that a monetary system could
choose two of the three policy objec-
tives: independent monetary policy,
liberal capital flows, and flexible
exchange rates. The eatlier monetary
system of Czechoslovakia chose fixed
exchange rates and strict capital con-
trols rendering monetary policy inef-
fective. Under the new system, the
policymakers decided to liberalise
capital inflows, adopt flexible
exchange rates, and make monetary
policy independent. Accordingly, the
CNB adopted inflation targeting in
1998, making it the first inflation tar-
geting central bank in a post-com-

munist country.

Theinitial inflation target was kept
atarange of 5.5-6.5% and was gradu-
ally lowered to developed countrylev-
els of 2% with a band of +/- 1% in
2010.Theaverage inflation from 1999
to 2007 was 2.5% before rising to
touch 6.5% in 2008 due to the global
financial crisis. From 2009 to 2019,
average inflation was 1.62% lower
than the target.

From 2020 onwards, inflation
started to rise.In 2020 it
was 3.2% and by July
2022 ittouched 18%,the

A strong exchange

goods. The central bank’s models pro-
jected to increase interest rates from
7% to 10% and beyond. However, the
central bank’s officials argued that
macro models were wrong as higher
interest rates could neither lower
European energy prices nor solve the
problems in global supply chains.
Second, this realisation meant the
central bank needed a new strategy.
The CNB started to fight inflation by
stressing the need for a stronger cur-
rency.Astronger currency
would make imports
cheaper and bring down
inflation. The central

highest level among o

European Union coun- . rate and high bank continued to keep
tries. In May 2022, the ~ interest l:ates led  jjterestratesatthe exist-
government appointed a to the tightest ing 7% and guided that
nfewgo}:remcr,Ale§MichlE monetary interes;] lﬁatis ;fvould
after the six-year term o ey . remain higherforalonger
then governor Jiri Rusnok conditions I_n period of time. The CNB
ended. Michl specified 20 years. This was criticised for its
that his goal was “to grad- eventually led approach but it went
Lzls/}jly r;_tul:rl. inflation gﬁ to softening against the mainstream

, which I assume wil . : opinion.

take two years”. In March of inflation Third, the central bank
2024, inflation did touch — ees———=  carned publictrustand its

29 to achieve the goal. By
December 2023, the central bank had
started lowering policy rates with cur-
rent rates at 5.25%.

Last month, Michl gave a speech
titled “Taming inflation from 18 to 2%
and paving the way for ESG financing”
explaining how the CNB achieved its
inflation target, a goal which has
eluded many a central bank.

First, inflation was caused by the
rising cost of imported energy and

THE EDITOR

Hindenburg-Sebi saga

"The K-factor” (FE, July 4) underscores
the dynamics and potential
repercussions of the Hindenburg-Sebi
controversy. At its core lies the
challenge of cross-border regulation,
which shows the jurisdictional limits of
authorities like the Securities and
Exchange Board. Questions are raised
about the efficacy of regulatory
cooperation in maintaining fairness
across financial markets. The alleged

involvement of Kingdon Capital and
Kotak Bank in short-selling adds
another layer of complexity, requiring
Sebi to unravel intricate transactions
and assess Kotak's involvement in
potentially benefitting from Adani's
stock price decline. The case's
outcome could cause reputational
damage to Hindenburg and Kotak,
impacting investor trust and
regulatory confidence. Prolonged
investigations without any resolution
risks hampering research by short-

currency, koruna, began to
appreciate.Astrong exchange rateand
high interest rates led to the tightest
monetary conditions in 20 years. This
eventuallyled to softening of inflation.
Global commodity prices also began to
decline, helping in lowering inflation.
The governor warned against a wage-
price spiral and called for wage
restraints. The central bank also froze
its own salaries to walk the talk.
Fourth, Governor Michl started giv-

sellers, potentially undermining
market transparency in the long run.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Redefining poverty

"The many ways of measuring
poverty” (FE, July 4) evaluates the
criteria of extreme poverty in data
analysis based on research and
reports of the World Bank,
International Monetary Fund, and
the National Sample Survey Office.
However, governments cannot

ing speeches regularly under the titles
“The road to the target I, Il and I11” to
guide the publicand markets regularly
on inflation outcomes. He also
explained supply chain bottlenecks
using the example of a ketchup bottle.
When a new bottle is opened the
Ketchup gets stuck inside. Then as you
pushit, the ketchup starts to flow. Sim-
ilarlyafter the Covid-19 lockdown was
lifted, goods were initially stuck and
then began to flow.

Fifth, the central bank brought back
monetarism which suggests that
higher money supply leads to higher
inflation. Both fiscal and monetary
policies lead to money supply. Even if
the central bank runsatight monetary
policy, the government can negate it by
running a loose fiscal policy. The cen-
tral bank also argued for stabilising
government debt levels to keep infla-
tion low in future.

Overall, itis quite interesting to see
how the CNB managed to bring infla-
tion from 18% to its target of 2%
using unconventional policies.

The CNB also has a Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) connection. The Urjit
Patel Committee report which shaped
India’s inflation targeting framework
drew from experiences of the CNB (and
the Central Bank of Chile). The RBI
used the CNB’s glide path approach to
lower India’s inflation to the targetina
gradual manner. Maybe the RBI could
again reflect on the CNB’s recent his-
toryasitstruggles tokeep the inflation
elephant in the forest in a durable
manner.

formulate alleviation schemes solely
on extreme poverty data. The tribal
people in remote areas need food,
shelter, and healthcare while the
urban poor need education and jobs.
The most backward areas need
connectivity with cities for
employment opportunities. The
extremely sick and incapacitated
need medical treatment besides food.
—Vinod Johri, New Delhi
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Dangerous precedent

Shielding Presidents from answering for
crimes subverts rule of law

he majority ruling by the United States

I Supreme Court that the President has
either absolute or presumptive immunity

from criminal prosecution raises disconcerting
questions about the supremacy of the rule of law
in the country. In a ruling based mainly on the
doctrine of separation of powers and the need to
insulate the Presidency from the fear of future
prosecutions, and not the text of the U.S. Consti-
tution, the court, dominated by conservative jus-
tices, by 6:3 majority has ruled in favour of presi-
dential immunity. The verdict does not decide
whether former President Donald J. Trump will

Computer literacy in India needs a reboot

omputer literacy is essential in today’s
world as critical services such as
banking, health care and various
government services have become
digital. Computer literacy implies the knowledge
and the ability to use computers and technology
efciently. It ensures that individuals can access
and use these services efectively, enhancing their
quality of life. The COVID-19 pandemic
highlighted the importance of computer and
Internet access, from ordering groceries and
online education to managing banking and
health-care services. Recognising this, the Indian
government launched the Digital India campaign
in 2015 to transform the country into a digitally
er society. ]
education is increasingly being integrated into the
formal education system — in schools from an
early age. Additionally, numerous skill
development and vocational training

enjoy immunity from prosecution for

trying to interfere with or alter the outcome of
the November 2020 presidential elections that he
lost to Joe Biden. Instead, it lays down a threshold
test for any intended prosecution of a President
to see whether the act complained of involved
the exercise of a core constitutional duty, or was
an ofcial or unofcial act. In respect of a Presi-
dent’s core constitutional duties, the immunity is
absolute; for other ofcial acts, he enjoys pre-
sumptive immunity, that is, he is presumed to be
immune unless rebutted by facts; and for unof-
cial or private acts, there is no immunity at all.
For ofcial acts, any prosecution is permissible
only if it does not intrude into the power and
authority of the executive.

The majority has remanded issues that arise in
the prosecution of Mr. Trump for his attempts to
infuence the electoral outcome, culminating in
the January 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol, to the
trial court for analysis based on this ruling. The
dissenting views speak with moral clarity when
they question the claim that only immunity from
criminal pr can enable a President to
function in an unhesitating and bold manner.
While it is valid to argue that the President should
be free from intrusive probes and fear of trivial
prosecution, it is inconceivable that such a po-
werful ofce should come with little accountabil-
ity and the freedom to violate criminal law. Crit-
ics of the verdict see great peril for democracy in
its implications. As the dissent asks, can a Presi-
dent take a bribe in lieu of a pardon, or authorise
arival's assassination? The majority wants to pro-
tect the Presidency from any intrusion in the
name of criminal prosecution, but what it fails to
see is that Mr. Trump's actions may have been
destructive of his successor’s Presidency. While
there is a passing mention of the possibility that
he may have been acting in his capacity as a can-
didate or a party leader in some instances, it is as-
tonishing that the verdict allows the use of the
presidency as a shield even in matters that solely
concern the election process.

Grave concern

The risk of international spread of wild
type-1 polio cases from Pakistan is great

he ambitious goal of eradicating wild-
I type poliovirus type-1 (WPV1) by 2026 ap-
pears to have become tougher. WPV1,
which is endemic only in Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan, is showing signs of a resurgence since 2023.
With Afghanistan and Pakistan reporting six
WPV1 cases each in 2023 — there were two cases
in Afghanistan and 20 cases in Pakistan in 2022 —
the total incidence of type-1 cases in both coun-
tries in 2023 might appear to have nearly halved.
But with six cases in Afghanistan and fve cases in
Pakistan already this year, there appears to be an
uptick. If this continues, the total cases being re-
ported from the two countries might be close to
or even surpass the 2022 numbers. The concern
about WPV1 is not limited to the number of cases
in children. The circulation of the virus in the en-
vironment is seen to be rising, and, most impor-
tantly, after a gap of two years, positive environ-
mental samples have been increasingly collected
in Pakistan, in 2023 and till early June this year,
from cities which have been historical reservoirs
for the virus. Last year, 125 positive environmen-
tal samples were collected from 28 districts in Pa-
kistan. Of these, 119 belonged to a genetic cluster
(YB3A), which suggests that these were imported
from Afghanistan. By June 1 this year, there have
been 153 positive environmental samples from 39
districts. As of April 8, 2024, 34 positive environ-
mental samples were collected from Afghanistan.
According to the World Health Organization,
the presence of positive environmental samples
in “epidemiologically critical areas and historical
reservoirs” such as Karachi, Quetta and the Pesh-
awar-Khyber blocks in Pakistan, and Kandahar in
Afghanistan, represents a signifcant risk to the
gains made in the past. Rising positive environ-
mental samples are a refection of polio cam-
paigns not really achieving their desired cover-
age; fake fnger marking sans vaccination is a
persisting problem. Though children in Pakis-
tan’s cities are largely immunised, there is a
heightened risk of the virus striking any unvacci-
nated or not fully vaccinated children — in 2023,
two of the six cases were from Karachi city. The
situation in Pakistan appears worse than it is in
Afghanistan with the actual spread of WPV1 seen
“predominantly in Afghanistan in 2022 now be-
ing detected in Pakistan in 2023 and 2024".
There is also the grave risk of international
spread from Pakistan, particularly to Afghanis-
tan. With over 0.5 million Afghan refugees forced
to leave Pakistan, and an estimated 0.8 million to
be evicted soon, there is an increased risk of
cross-border spread of the virus. There is a large
pool of unvaccinated and under-immunised chil-
dren in southern Afghanistan, increasing the risk
that returning refugees can pose.

cM
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are focusing on enhancing
computer literacy among youth and adults,
mainly targeting underprivileged and
marginalised communities to bridge the digital
divide.

The recently released NSS 78th round of the
Multiple Indicator Survey (conducted in 2020-21)
is a household survey that provides
individual-level information on computer literacy.
Computer literacy, defned as the ability to use a
computer, stands at 24.7% among individuals
aged 15 years and above.

This marks an increase from 18.4% in 2017-18 to
24.7% in 2020-21 overall. In rural areas, it is an
increase from 11.1% to 18.1%, while in urban areas,
it was from 34.7% to 39.6%. These fgures are
cause for concern and cast a shadow over the
nation’s digital aspirations. Unless there are
serious measures to universalise digital literacy,
rural India’s population, which is nearly 70%, will
face signifcant disadvantages. More importantly,
given the government’s aim to provide various
public services through digital technology, a
signifcant portion of the population will remain
excluded.

Unequal literacy across age groups
Expectedly, the proportion of computer-literate
individuals varies across various age groups in
India. The survey reveals that computer literacy
diminishes with age, with higher rates observed
among younger demographics. This trend,
common in societal contexts, refects the
disparity in computer education accessibility
between recent and older age cohorts, often
referred to as a “cohort efect” or “generation
efect” in social sciences. Hence, the overall
computer literacy rate of 24.7% exhibits
signifcant inequality across age cohorts. It peaks
among individuals aged 20-24 years, reaching
45.9%, and declines to its lowest point among the
oldest age group of 65-69 years, at 4.4%. Even
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among the youngest age cohorts, computer
literacy has not reached 50%. Looking at the
increasing spread of computer technology in
every aspect of life, a larger chunk of the
population will be excluded in the modern
development journey.

Given that individuals aged 20-39 years are
typically in the midst of their careers or job
searching, representing a middle-aged
population, it is noteworthy that their computer
literacy rate stands at just 34.8%. Further, there is
signifcant variation in computer literacy for this
particular age group across the various States of
India. Our analysis of computer literacy rates
among individuals aged 20-39 years across States
shows a striking 55.1 percentage point gap
between Kerala (72.7%), and Assam, where only
17.6% possess computer skills in this age group.

i disadvantaged States such as Assam
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(17.6%), Bihar (20.4%), Madhya Pradesh (21%),
Jharkhand (21.2%), Uttar Pradesh (22.9%), Odisha
(25.1%), Chhattisgarh (26%), and Rajasthan
(27.6%) lag behind, with less than 30%
profciency in computer operation. Given that
computer literacy is pivotal to the social and
economic development of States, the lower rates
in economically backward States exacerbate their
disadvantage in benefting from modem
development. A failure to address this divide will
widen the development gap across Indian States.
Bridging the digital divide and fostering inclusive
growth necessitates sustained eforts by
government, private sector, and civil society
stakeholders.

Understanding India’s modest progress
One reason could be that many schools and
colleges across India lack the necessary
infrastructure and qualifed teachers to impart
adequate computer training. This shortfall
contributes to signifcant defciencies in
computer literacy among young students and
new graduates, which could constrain their
employment opportunities. Although computer
education is a part of the school curriculum,
there are signifcant gaps in access and
instructional standards, highlighting the need to
prioritise computer literacy within the education
system. Among older age groups, computer
illiteracy could be attributed to a lack of
motivation to learn or due to limited access to
learning resources. Itis a common observation
that older demographics tend to exhibit less
enthusiasm in embracing new technologies.
Computer illiteracy in today’s digital society
can severely restrict an individual's opportunities
and experiences. It leads to limited job

equipped with the capability to execute complex
tasks. Thus, learning how to use a computer and
the Internet can help employees develop skills
that employers are looking for. The Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD)'s The Programme for the International
Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC)
survey (2014-15) found that adults without
computer experience are more often
unemployed, with a 52.5% employment rate,
compared to 72.7% for those with basic computer
skills. In a 2017 study, “Do Computer Skills Afect
Worker Employment? An Empirical Study from
CPS Surveys”, economist Gang Peng fnds that
computer skills enhance employability and
worker productivity. In a separate investigation,
Preston-Lee Govindasamy in South Africa
validated a positive correlation between
computer literacy, employment probability, and
earnings.

Further, computer literacy exacerbates
socio-economic inequalities by creating a digital
divide and a skill gap, leading to unequal job
market opportunities. Those with better
computer skills can leverage technology for
personal and professional development, while
those lacking these skills face barriers in
accessing essential services, participating in the
digital economy, and advancing their careers,
thus perpetuating economic disparities.

Schools, older population as focus areas
While India has made some progress in computer
literacy, the outreach and outcomes of this
mission remain limited. Further, the data show
that there is signifcant disparity in both the level
and distribution of computer literacy across
States. The existence of a wide digital divide
between economically prosperous and
disadvantaged States will hinder inclusive growth
and development opportunities for large
segments of the population.

Thus, schools should equip students with
computer skills that will allow them to fully
participate in our rapidly changing economies.
School education should ensure that all
graduating students possess computer literacy
skills, as this is crucial to bridge the digital divide.
The government should allocate resources
towards the training of computer personnel and
ensure sufcient stafng levels. Additionally, for
the older population outside the formal
education system, targeted programmes are
essential. These should involve various
institutions, including local governing bodies
such as panchayats and non-governmental
C ions, to i reach and empower

social isolation, fnancial exclusion from online
transactions and services, and restricted access to
vast information resources. As Artifcial
Intelligence advances, employers seek individuals.
not only familiar with computers but also

older individuals with computer literacy skills.
Finally, the government should also conduct a
thorough review of such computer literacy and
develop strategies to achieve higher literacy and
reduce disparities in the coming years.

The shape of a fve-year climate agenda for India

s the new government settles in, what it
A does to scale up climate action will afect

every Ministry, new and old, and every
sector, big and small. Some of its choices would
be pivotal to how India structures its economic
path in a sustainable way, positions itself as the
voice of the Global South at the right tables, and
Fghts for climate fnance and justice over the next
fve years.

India’s transformation
Over the last decade, India has shown signifcant
climate intent and progress on many fronts. It has
moved on from being a hesitant participant
reacting to developments in the global climate
discourse to being a bold leader shaping
narratives and institutions. First, it has laid the
foundation for global institutions such as the
International Solar Alliance, the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, and the Global
Biofuels Alliance, as well as shaped the Green
Development Pact under its G-20 presidency last
year. Second, for the frst time, India has started
talking about bolder and more ambitious
emission mitigation targets. The 2070 net-zero
target and ambitious Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) are milestones. With the
net-zero announcement, India has acknowledged
the criticality of absolute emission reductions
over the near-term relative
emissions-intensity-based targets. The net-zero
goal has changed the debate domestically with
various actors, policymakers and the private
sector. Third, sustainability-linked domestic
eeconomic policies are no longer on the margins.
The creation of an Indian emissions carbon
trading scheme, an institution that should
operate for at least 30-40 years, is a case in point.
In the next fve years, the government must
accelerate and show the world that economic
development can be sustainable, too. India
should follow the mantra of ‘go higher, go wider,
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The new
government
should aim to
take India's
global climate
leadership to
the next level
with a ‘higher,
wider,
deeper’ plan

go deeper’ to align its climate leadership with
economic prowess.

A plan sheet for India

‘Go higher relates to India’s global leadership.
The country could, sooner or later, host
important international climate summits. If it
were to host the United Nations Conference of
Parties in 2028, it would need to be as successful
as the G-20 Presidency. In global negotiations,
four years is not that far. Does India want ‘the
world agrees to no new investment in oil and gas
after 2030’ as part of the decision text? Does it
want a big commitment on adaptation fnance so
that developing countries can shield themselves
against increasing heatwaves, storms, foods and
droughts? It takes at least four to fve years to
achieve consensus on contentious issues.
Deciding on what could potentially be the big
wins in 2028 and socialising these across
countries to stitch alliances and allay concerns
must start right away. Alongside, India should
continue doubling down on the narrative of
equity in international forums, and create
leadership space for itself in global institutions
that can deliver climate fnance.

‘Go wider’ means India has to adopt and
strongly communicate sectoral emission
reduction targets that go beyond the power
sector. India has achieved signifcant progress in
the power sector and will continue to do so to
keep pace with its international non-fossil
share-related and domestic renewable energy
capacity targets.

The next step is to broaden the target to other
sectors. For instance, it could be related to the
private mobility space, giving a clear target for
zero-carbon two- and four-wheelers. This is not
just an urban India project. It will help rural India
become mobile, drive jobs in clean energy and
sustainability, and promote economic growth. As
the last decade has shown, credible policy goals

have been powerful signals and forced relevant
industries and stakeholders to act. The NDC for
2035, due to be submitted next year, can be an

opportunity for going wider with India’s energy
transition targets.

State-level plans are important

Finally, going deeper implies that sub-national
climate action and resilience must come to the
fore in this term of the government. Some shoots
of this are already visible. The Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW) is working
across many States in India to support their
net-zero plans through long-term climate and
energy modelling. For instance, we collaborated
with Tamil Nadu and Bihar for their
recently-released plans for a transition towards a
net-zero future. The government should think
about creating a Centre-State coordination group,
incentivising State-level climate actions through
the Sixteenth Finance Commission, promoting a
deeper integration of scientifc modelling
capabilities in policymaking, and facilitating a
unifed data measurement, reporting and
verifcation (MRV) architecture at the State level.
Given India’s federal structure, this
recommendation does not mean centralising
climate actions, but ensuring that State-level
actions are better coordinated without
compromising their autonomy. This is possible
only if the process goes beyond States
individually trying to understand and respond to
the climate crisis, and the Centre comes in as an
active facilitator.

The new government should aim to take
India’s global climate leadership to the next level
in its new term. It should look ahead for at least
the next four to fve years, and not just a year at a
time. On most international tables now, India has
aseat. It must now demonstrate prowess.

The views expressed are personal
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towards our own

Jarring

We cannot bring back the
dead, but the least we could
have done was to grieve for
those who lost their
precious lives ("Hathras
stampede toll hits 121;
organiser pins blame on
‘anti-social elements™ (July
4). The large-scale T20
World Cup celebrations at
this moment are cause for
introspection. Have we lost
sensitivity and compassion

countrymen? Could not the
victory celebrations have
been low key?
Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

Railways and safety

There have been many train
accidents in India in the
near past. The recent one in
which a goods train collided
with an express train near
West Bengal's New

Jalpaiguri is gruesome.
When Lalu Prasad Yadav
was the Union Minister for
Railways, accidents were
very rare. Further, he was
able to ensure that the
Railways became a good

the Kavach system, seems
to be the most efective
solution. It is unfortunate
that such a safety system
was not available in the
recent accident. It is sad
that the Railways which

manages one of the largest
rail systems in the world no
longer has a separate
Budget. The allocation for

the Railways is measly now.

M.L. Raghavan,
Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu

and profit-making entity. He

never hiked fares
except for a small hike in
goods train utility. Moving
to the issue of safety, the
protective system of
automatic brakes, known as

An incorrect solution grid was published for The Hindu Crossword No.
14217 (July 4, 2024, all editons). The correct solution grid can be accessed

at https://newsth.live/14217

The Readers’ Editor's ofice can be contacted by Telephone:

Parliament functioning

In Parliament recently,
some in the Opposition
complained that their
microphones were switched
of. The Speaker and the
Chairman were quick to say
that they had no hand in it.
Given that this is a brand
new building, should there
not be an inquiry into how
the microphones failed?

S. Venkataraman,

Bengaluru
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There have been many obvious and some imperceptible changes

Should India review its Myanmar policy in view of the humanitarian crisis?

PARLEY |

he confict between ethnic armed
organisations (EAOs) and the military
junta in Myanmar has created a

serious humanitarian crisis, which
the United Nations Security Council took up for
discussion on July 3. Some experts on Myanmar
have called for India to review its policy and
establish channels with the EAOs to help the
afected civilians. Should India review its
Myanmar policy in view of the humanitarian
crisis? Rajiv Bhatia and Nandita Haksar discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by
Kallol Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

‘Why does India’s policy towards Myanmar
require course correction?

Nandita Haksar: Since October 2023, the
ethnic armed groups and the PDF (People’s
Defence Force) in Myanmar have been
coordinated in their efort to resist the military
junta. These groups have been fghting the junta
for many years, but this is the frst time that they
have been coordinated and have been able to
hold at least 45% of the territory in Myanmar.

In this context, many people have called for a
rethink (of India’s policy) and said that we must
have some dialogue with these EAOs because of
two reasons. First, the confict is directly
afecting India — there is an infux of refugees
here. Second, the EAOs are being supported by
China. At the same time, China has good
relations with the military junta. Apart from this,
many of these resistance groups have actually
taken control of all the trading routes that fall on
the India-Myanmar, Myanmar-China, and
Thailand-Myanmar border.

Are the EAOs so powerful that they deserve
to be recognised by state actors such as
India?

Rajiv Bhatia: Essentially, India’s traditional
policy towards Myanmar has had two main
facets: one, to develop good cordial relations
with the military junta and second, to keep
supporting democratic forces and ensure the
strengthening of democracy.

But in the last three years, Myanmar has
changed beyond recognition. The military has
not been able to impose its will. The people have
rebelled against the military, but they have also
not been able to prevail. In short, there is a
strong military, political, diplomatic stalemate in
Myanmar. That, | think, is the most forceful
argument for some kind of a policy review and
course correction. The second is that India’'s
fundamental objective in Myanmar is to develop
bilateral relations in all domains and make sure

NOTEBOOK
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An Indian police oficer and an Indian man walk on a bridge across the Tiau
river along the India-Myanmar border in Champhai village in Mizoram. AP

that Myanmar plays a useful role in its own ‘Act
East’ policy. And the third is to have some kind
of a balance between Indian and Chinese
infuences in Myanmar because that is essential
for our national interest.

The situation in Myanmar has become
difcult. About half of country it is still under
military rule and control, but the other half is
considerably fragmented. | think the (Indian)
government should consult national-level
experts and scholars — people who have a clear
view on the history and complexity of Myanmar;
and neighbours such as Thailand, Bangladesh,
Laos, and eventually even China, to ensure some
kind of stability. To have stability in Myanmar is
in the collective interest of the neighbourhood.

How compelling is the humanitarian
situation in Myanmar to merit a review of the
traditional policy?

NH: What Ambassador Bhatia said is that the
situation is in a fux, so we cannot change course
overnight. One way to test the waters is to start
providing humanitarian assistance, at least in
the border areas between India and Myanmar.
India is directly afected, so we have a right to
express our concern. The people in Myanmar
don't have access to water, sanitary napkins, and
anesthesia. Many young people are injured and
require surgery to get their legs or arms
amputated, but they have no access to medical
facilities. Some of them have been able to cross
over to Mizoram and go to Delhi from there but
they are few in number. So, it would be well
worth our while to explore ways in which we
could ofer real humanitarian assistance to the
people and obtain Myanmar’s goodwill that way.
In the past, we have not done that. It is true
that India has been supporting the democracy
movement. It is true that in the past, the
National League for Democracy was allowed to

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Falling like a house of cards

Sandeep Phukan

he frst session of the 18th Lok

I Sabha was also the frst session
when the Central Industrial Se-

curity Force (CISF) took over security of
the Parliament complex. The agency,

which is more used to guarding airports
and key installations such as refneries,

has replaced

Staf after a security breach last Decem-

ber. Dressed

trasting light shirts, the CISF personnel
were courteous and thorough with their
airport-style frisking.

The security ring is not the only visible
diference. The benches in the new Lok
Sabha chamber are now more evenly oc-
cupied by members of the ruling National
Democratic Alliance and the INDIA bloc.
More than half the members (52%) are
frst-timers. There is an ofcially desig-
nated Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha after a decade. A combative Rahul
Gandhi, occupying that chair, has mar-
shalled the Opposition members in di-
recting protests against the government,
be it over the Manipur situation or the
NEET exam paper leaks. Predictably, the
decibel levels have been higher than in
the previous two Lok Sabhas.

Many MPs of the ruling alliance have
said that the scenes of Opposition MPs
sloganeering while Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was giving his reply to the Mo-
tion of Thanks on the President’s address
to Parliament were unprecedented.

Not quite.

this Opposition has done this earlier. So
has the Bharatiya Janata Party when it
was in the Opposition. | remember Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh was barely
audible in the Lok Sabha while introduc-
ing his Council of Ministers in 2004.
There were constant protests from the
BJP-led Opposition over the issue of in-
ducting “tainted ministers” They fo-
cused especially on Rashtriya Janata Dal

in Parliament

the Parliamentary Security

in dark trousers and con-

Even with less fre power,

chief Lalu Prasad Yadav for his role in the

Bihar fodder scam.
cM

" »

The biggest change, of course, has
been the building itself as parliamentary
proceedings have shifted from the old cir-
cular edifce with round pillars to the
newly designed triangle-shaped building
last September. The old building is now
called the Samvidhan Sadan — the place
where the Constituent Assembly drafted,
debated, and gave us our Constitution.
For many journalists covering parliamen-
tary proceedings, the old building meant
easy access to MPs and ministers alike; in
the new building, we are still trying to f-
gure out the layout, including the path
that leads to the press gallery.

The statue of Mahatma Gandhi that
used to be opposite the main entrance to
the old Parliament building has now been
moved to the newly landscaped Prerna
Sthal along with the statues of other icons
such as B.R. Ambedkar. The original loca-
tion of the Gandhi statue used to be the
place where the Opposition would as-
semble for any kind of protest.

Another long-standing tradition that is
fading is the practice of Parliamentary Af-
fairs Ministers holding informal briefngs
with reporters to discuss government bu-
siness and back-channel negotiations
with the Opposition. These of-record
briefngs were often used to convey the
government's position on issues that may
have led to a stalemate.

Finally, reporting has not been the
same post-COVID-19. Many of the curbs
seen during the pandemic, such as res-
tricting the number of journalists who
could enter Parliament during sessions,
continues even now. The annual passes
of accredited journalists, allowing them a
free entry to Parliament round the year,
have become inoperative during ses-
sions. Now, even those who hold annual
passes are required to have special passes
for the session. Every political party
should realise that reporters who report
landmark legislation are the nation’s frst
chroniclers of history.

sandeep phukan@thehindu.co.in

One way to test the waters is to start

are already some Kuki underground groups that
are trying to control all the routes that border
Manipur with this intention.

A Bhatia was referring to dialogue

providing ian at least in
the border areas between India and
Myanmar.

Nandita Haksar

open an ofce in Delhi. It is also true that the
National Unity Government was allowed to open
an ofce in Delhi, but it was not allowed to
operate openly. Providing humanitarian
assistance is the most non-controversial way of
intervening in this situation. And then we can
negotiate with the military rulers about
rebuilding villages which have been bombed
and which people cannot return to.

RB: ltis, of course, a complicated situation. In
my view, there is still a legitimate government
there, even though it does not control all the
territory. So, if you are going to interfere in
Myanmar's internal afairs, in areas which are
not under the government’s control, they are
not going to like it. Therefore, to address that
problem, it is very important for our authorities
to talk to the government in Naypyidaw and
explain that it is in our traditional mutual
interest for the people of Myanmar to be assisted
if their own government cannot help them. It
makes sense for India’s humanitarian image.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had recently said that there is an
international plan by some countries to
create a Christian state in a part of Myanmar.
Do such comments also highlight a
requirement for India to closely engage with
all sections of the Myanmar chess board?

RB: When a major neighbour begins to
[become] fragmented, dangers of this kind could
assume a clearer shape. She may have her own
reasons to say what she said, although here in
India we do not particularly see the creation of a
Christian state within Myanmar. But what we do
see is a kind of a Balkanisation. This is not in the
interest of the people of Myanmar or in the
interest of neighbours. That is why India has
been closely associated with the Track 1.5
dialogue, which was initiated by Thailand, and
in the Track 2 dialogue among scholars of the
region, which is called the Bangkok process.

NH: | have been reading various blog posts and
Facebook posts from the Northeast of the idea of
a Kuki state which would include parts of
Myanmar. That is why Ms. Hasina talked about
it, because it was directly linked to her country
and parts of India. This idea of a larger Kuki
state has a direct impact on the Northeast. There

between India and Myanmar. But there is
also the requirement of starting dialogue
between the NUG and the military rulers.

NH: As of now, from the little | know about the
NUG, they are thinking not so much about
reconciliation with the army or the military
junta — I don't think that is possible — but about
the kind of federal union they want.
Conversations are going on within the NUG
about a charter on the kind of alliances they
could have, so that they can have a federal
structure which keeps the whole of Myanmar as
itis today. | think we have an interest in that
because if there is Balkanisation, it will have a
direct impact on India. That is one area of
dialogue. As far as dialogue with the military
junta [is concerned], | don't think they are
thinking about that. But there are some moves
which | have been told have been made by
certain Western powers of trying to achieve
some reconciliation. That is something which |
think the armed groups and the PDF and civil
society would resist. But yes, there should at
least be dialogue on the kind of federal structure
they could have. In that dialogue, India can play
arole because that dialogue is also taking place
within India’s borders.

‘What would be that the one piece of advice
that you would like to give the newly elected
Indian government? What should it do to
avoid greater calamity in the bordering areas
with Myanmar?

RB: The advice is fairly self-evident. On the one
hand, our people are trying to be in close touch
with the military government. We have invested
in this relationship over two decades, so that has
to be. At the same time, we have sufcient
leverage with the military to convey to them that
their own people are sufering and the instability
in Myanmar is having a negative impact across
the board and on a major neighbour such as
India and therefore the two countries should
keep exchanging views on how we can address
the humanitarian situation. At the level of
people, at the level of communities, and at the
level of the governments, we have to convey our
deep interest in the good health, stability, and
prosperity of Myanmar.

i E
E.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindu.com

Abridge in Siwan district, Bihar, collapses. Ten incidents of bridge collapse have been reported in Bihar's Siwan, Saran, Madhubani, Araria, East Champaran and Kishanganj
districts in over a fortnight. A PIL has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking directions to the Bihar government to undertake a structural audit and set up an expert committee
to identify bridges that can be either strengthened or demolished based on the findings. PTI

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 5, 1974

Imported farm pest
destroyed in Delhi

New Delhi, July 4: Millions of threadlike
worms from Australia that have never been
recorded in India arrived last month at New
Delhi airport in 13 huge crates. If these worms
had escaped they would have infested the

FROM THE ARCHIVES @]ht
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Indian soil, multiplied into billions in each
acre of land, stunted crops and in the long
run, played havoc with Indian agriculture. The
worms, together with the exotic plants that
harboured them, were burned and destroyed
at the Delhi electric crematorium.
Nevertheless, this manner in which the
worm-loaded shipment came, and was
handled in violation of international and
domestic quarantine rules has highlighted
how easily Indian agriculture could be
afected, or even sabotaged.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 5, 1924

Heavy rains at Jamshedpur

Jamshedpur, July 1: Heavy rains are being
witnessed throughout the week. The weather is
threatening and it seems the downpour will
continue for a few days. Waters are coming
down the hills and the rivers are getting full.
Three cases of lightning have since been
reported in Tinplate, G Town and L Town.
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No India-China
thaw at SCO meet

New Delhi did well to continue to push for
de-escalation at LAC. This will need more
than talks at the diplomatic and military levels

ith the India-China standoff on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) intoits fifth year, it
‘would be unrealistic to expect a meeting
between the foreign ministers of the two
sides to lead to an immediate breakthrough, especially
in theabsence of any meaningful engagement of the
top leadership of both countries in several years.
The meeting in Astana (where the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit is on) saw external
affairs minister S Jaishankar emphasising to his
C}u.nese counterpart, Wang Yi, the need for complete
of troops at the ining “friction
points” in Ladakh and restoring peace at the border to
facilitate the restoration of normalcy in bilateral ties.
There was also agreement on stepping up the
diplomatic and military talks that began in 2020 to
resolve the face-off that has heightened tensions
between the Asian giants. All of these points are in line
with India’s stated position that it cannot be business
as usual with China as long as tens of thousands
remain deployed on LAC, often in close proximity to
other, and Beijing continues to flout agreements that
had ensured a fragile peace at the disputed border.
The meeting of the foreign ministers, however, is
significant as this is the first time Jaishankar and Yi

Health alert! Indians
need to exercise more §

As the scope for
adequate physical
activity through work
diminishes, the focus
has to be on making it
casy for people to
exercise

study published in The
Lancet recently con-
cluded that the preva-
lence of insufficient
physical activity (PA)
among adults has been
increasing globally since 2000. The
report says it has increased from an
estimated 23.4% in 2000 to 31.3% in
2022. Of concern to readers here is
that it has increased from 22.3% to
49.4% in the same period for India, It
is important to note that insufficient
PA means lnss than 150 minutes of

involved in many of these surveys, |
can vouch that measuring PA at the
population level is incredibly difficult.
We ask a series of questions about
time spent usually or in the last week
in moderate and vigorous activity at
work (at home for the non-working),
travel,and leisure time, or discretion-
ary (self-driven). Assessing the inten-
sity of the activity as moderate/vigor-
ous and the time spent can be quite
challenging, The activity per se is not
enough. For example, one could swim
or play badminton vigorously (com-
petitive) or moderately or

even with very little activity

30 minutes daily difficult for most
Indians? Women often do low-inten-
sity housework for long periods and
get tired without necessarily doing
any cardio-protective PA. They seem
unable to fit these 30 minutes into
their daily schedule or consider this
unnecessary. Peaple do not even walk
to the bus or metro station and use
two-fthree-wheelers instead. Inclem-
ent weather conditions and pollution
further compound the problem. Most
of us do desk jobs with little scope for
any PA at the workplace. Long com-

mutes leave us with little

time and energy to do PA,

(float/laze in water). Simi- = even if oneis interested. Ris-
larly, walking could be brisk 2 ing screen times at all ages
(about 5 km per hour) or also hinder PA

slower or faster. People
bo

India isin transition as far

Given theright nudge, people takeup physical activity whenan

appropriate environment is created

HTARCHIVE

‘made that it is difficult to

‘make this h bymak-
ing PA a habit.
People of all ages and genders exer-

cising in parks in the morning and
evenings are a common sight in the
bigger cities. Public gyms have also

often overestimate both the ~~ Anand as PA is concerned. As a  made this more attractive. This shows
intensity and the time taken Krishnan chunk of the pcpulauun ages  that given the right nudge, people take
Eor such ac!lvmes The use and with rapid up PAwhenan

jces (o meas- we are moving from work-  ment is created, Only education and
urc PAisrising for such sur- based to discretionaryasour ~ fitness events will not cut it. Though

veys, though this still has several

activity
ina week, For PAto protect the heart,
it must make the heart work more
than usual, indicated by an increase
in heart rate or breathing harder, and
‘must be done for at least 10 minutes at
a stretch, PA has been shown to pre-
vent many cardiometabolic diseases
as well as cancers. And no, yoga is not
counted as PA.

The key data sources are large pop-
ulation-based studies funded by the
ministry of health and family welfare
that use standard global tools and
protocols. Having been personally

Acknowledging the difficulty in
measurement does not subtract from
the key finding that PAis declining in
India. In general, our studies show
that the rural ion has higher

predominant domain of PA. We need
to create systems to facilitate it. The
way out for women would be the par-
tial automation of many chores; the
saved ime can be used for discretion-
ary PA. As rural people move away
from agri to factories and ser-

PA, men are moreactive than women,
older people have lower PA and most
of our PA eccursin the work domain,
especially in rural areas, and is much
lower during leisure time or in the
discretionary domain. In other words,
we do not make efforts to do PA but
doit only if it becomes necessary.

Is brisk walking {or similar PA) for

vice industries, work-based PA will
come down. With an increase in the
purchase of motorised vehicles
(explosion in the two-wheeler seg-
ment and Imrlger cars), commutation-
related PA is also coming down.
Increased PA in the discretionary
domain will have to compensate for
these declines. The challenge is to

they serve a certain group, more
indoor gyms are also not a solution.
We need to make our lives more phys-

walk on them, even for the most agile.
Why do our smart cities not promote
health and PA as a core focus? Pro-
moting PA has to become a central
tenet of urban planning and design,
Finally, while it is good to see two
large surveys funded by the health
ministry contributing data for this
estimate, these information sources
areold (2017-18), and we need to have
the next round of surveys to get a
more updated picture and to do this
regularly, the Union, state, and local

ically active. For example,

cycle use, make it a safer and easier
option. Promote stairs over lifts by
‘making stairs easy to find in buildings
and hotels. Build these habits at
schools and promote PA in the work-
place. We need more neighbourhood
parks and spaces for children to play
safely. While bigger and planned cit-
ies make provisions for parks, these
are often missing in the unplanned
growth of our peri-urban and subur-
ban spaces. Our pavements are so

need to promote PA at
the population level; a goal of achiev-
inga 10% reduction in insufficient PA
by 2025 has already been set for the
country. However, at the individual
level, nothing stops one from taking
the first step. Itis, after all, for one’s
own benefit.

Anand Krishnan is professar, Centre for
Community Medicine at the All India
Instirute of Medical Sciences, New Delli
The views expressed are personal

satacross a table in almosta year to discuss a si
thatis notin the interest of either side.

The fraught nature of the bilateral relationship and
China’s numerous actions — whether it is forays into
the Indian Ocean by its surveillance vessels or
‘meddling in countriesin India’s backyard — don't
augur well for regional stability. There have been
subtle shifts by India on issues of importance to China
— such as more open support for the Philippines’
position in the South China Sea, allowinga US
Congressional delegation to visit the Dalai Lama in
Dharamshala, and the Indian premier’s references to
Taiwan in public comments — that show New Delhi is
less willing to countenance coercion or use of force.

However, it has also become amply clear that the
diplomatic and military tracks are no longer adequate
to fully resolve the standoff on LAC. Some on the
Indian side even believe this is an effort by China to
prolong the issue and hold up its resolution, while
Beijing continues to insist that the border standoff be
putinits “appropriate place”. Therefore, the
diplomatic and military talks should proceed in
parallel with some form of supervision by the political
leadership of both sides to ensure results, without the
process dragging on interminably.

Macro factors back
sharp Sensex rise

SE Sensex, India’s benchmark equity market
B index, crossed yetanother psychological

threshold of 80,000 on Wednesday. The Sensex
has taken only 139 trading sessions to complete its
journey from 70,000 to 80,000 points, the quickest
ever 10,000-point addition to its value. What is one to
‘make of this achievement? Three points need to be
‘made to answer this question.

‘The first is a need for a sense of proportion. Each
new 10,000 points mean a smaller growth of the value
of the Sensex. For example, the journey from 10,000 to
20,000 meant a 100% growth while the one from
70,000 to 80,000 means justa 14.3% growth.

The second is amore substantive question. Is the
Indian equity market being driven by exuberance?
Aninternational comparison of the PE multiples — it
compares share prices with earnings per share —
suggests that it is. Buta historical comparison shows
that the PE multiple of the Sensex is lower than what it
has been in the near and distant past. Read together,
they suggest that the ongoing bull run could be driven
by India’s relative advantage vis-a-vis other global
economies rather than unhealthy exuberance.

The third and most important is the guestion of the
larger macroeconomy. Much of India’s relative
advantage has come because of its macroeconomic
stability. Fiscal restraint shown by the Centre since the
pandemic has played arole here. While this has been
music to the ears of investors, it has also contributed to
the ongoing growth trajectory not being broad-based.
This must change if private capex, and, therefore,
profits, have to increase on a sustained basis. This is
what will justify the forward premium driving the
equity markets. Rejuvenating broad-based growth
without hurting investor sentiment is the most
important economic policy challenge at the moment.

Courts need to uphold
procedural safeguards

arrested has to be produced in front of

amagistrate within 24 hours of arrest,
providing an opportunity for a judicial magis-
trate to inquire into the life, liberty, safety and
dignity of the accused. This first step in the
criminal justice system, termed first produc-
tion, has life and death consequences for the
accused. The magistrate also authorises fur-
ther detention in police custody or judicial
custody (jail) and oversees police investiga-

he Indian Constitution mandates,
I under Article 22(2), that a person

magistrate, court staff, lawyers, police, the
accused and their families —and observed the
manner in which courtroom dynamics and
social hierarchies mediated the experience of
the accused during first production and
remand. These areaspects that do not neces-
sarily make their way into the written record
or case documents. Besides checking the
paperwork, these proceedings are an opportu-
nity for the magistrate to publicly veriy its
contents through interaction with the
accused, lawycﬁ police and even the family of

tion through remand hearings. Yet first pro ensure
duction and remand in in police ing during
have been given zhemmdmatc i

focus on the higher judiciary, the  Wefoundthat interacted
Supreme Court., with the accused to ascertain their well-being

A recent report by Project 39A, National
Law University, Delhii, authored by us, brings
attention to the significant role of the magjs-
trate at this stage, drawing from observations
in Delhi courts over a period of three
months. Ina striking ineident before
a duty magistrate's court, a young
Muslim man accused of theft was
brought in for first production with
visible injuries. The accompanying

beyond a brief query. The MLC produced
before the magistrate court notes the physical
condition of the accused. The examination of
the MLC, however, was rarely taken as an
opportunity to probe the origin of the
visible injuries and confirm whether
they were caused by the police or the
public, accidentally or intentionally.
Magistrates also did not necessarily
ensure the continued well-being and

case file had the two most important Jineg treatment of the accused in custody.
documents, linked to the protection | gkaneety  Infact, while the accused brought for
of liberty and safety of the accused first production always had the MLC,
that the tthis =—————— those coming from judicial custody
stage — the arrest memo and the did not seem to have any such
medico-legal certificate (MLC). The requirement of an MLC to ensure
arrest memo has details of the time their continued safety. The research-
and place of the arrest and the proof ers did notobserve any mention of
of inimation to the family. The MLC an inspection memo or a recerd

is a document created after a medi- of injuries/condition of the accused
cal exam and is placed before the onarrest.

magistrate at first production and Zeba Perhaps the most surprising limi-
duringsubsequent productions from Sikora tation observed in this context,

police custody. The accused's lawyer
raised the issue of the police beating
the accused. When the magistrate asked the
accused about it, the policeman standing next
tothe accused intervened and stated that the
accused was beaten up by the public. When
the magistrate asked the accused directly, he
said public ne bhi maara (the public also beat
me). While clearly, the magistrate examined
the documents and even interacted with the
accused, it is unclear whether this was ade-
quate probing of the possibility of palice vio-
lence, which is necessary to ensure the safety
and dignity of the accused.

‘This first of its kind study, titled Magis-
tratesand Constitutional Protections: An Eth-
nographic Study of First Production and
Remand in Delhi Courts, was ::anducled
across all six district courtc

unmentioned in the jurisprudence,
statute and remand hearings, is that
the accused are produced from police custody
by officers from the same police station inves-
tigating their case. In the case mentioned here,
for instance, the magistrate asked him
whether he was beaten up by the police while
the officer investigating his case wasstanding
right next to him. The accused, at that point, is
not sure whether he might be sent back to
police custody for further detention. Thereis
thus no separation berween the investigating
officers and the accused at this stage to create
an environment where the accused feels safe
to raise their concerns about possible police
violence. There appears to be a lack of recog-
nition of the vulnerability of the accused in
:uscody atthisstage.

there is variation in the

— Dwarka, Karkardooma, Rohini, Saket, Tis
Hazari and Patiala House. Rescarchers
focused on the role of multiple court actors—

bclmvmur of magistrates across different
courts, but a lot currently depends on their
discretion, and whether first production

and accounted for in

A lot currently dependson magﬁslraus
n, and on whether first
n and remand are adequately

P u
accounted for in their workday — wrarcuve

the magistrates’ work day. The onus is cur-
rently on the accused and their lawyers to
point to the illegalities of arrest and the need

to protect the dignity and safety of the accused
in custody entitled under Article 21 (on life
and liberty)

By drawing attention to the experience of
the accused during remand, we hope that
institutional barriers to the protection of con-
stitutional rights are addressed and proce-
dural safeguards such as the MLC are used
Tully to ensure the safety of the accused.

Jinee Lokaneeta is professor in Polirical Science and
International Relations, Drew Universtty, and

Zeba Sikorais senior associate, Project 394,
National Law University, Delhi.

The views expressed are personal
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How cities can beat the
heat with passive design

‘which the national Capital saw temper-
atures pushmg 50 degrees Celsius. The
India al D (IMD) had

he monsoon has brought much-needed
I relief from a scorching summer, in

which allow for
air pockets or extra insulation materialsto fur-
ther optimise performance.
icient window d.eslgn is crucial for balan-

issued red alerts for heatwaves in several

cing daylight and sunlight,
promaoting natural vﬂm\aﬂnn and reducing

states, and citics were panting for
tions. While the clamour for air conditioning
units grows louder, an impactful approach to

rclmncc on ooling.
-t based]ayaulsoﬂered shaded areas
aml central vents for airflow, with windows

understanding and sustainable principles —
passive design.

Marketed as an easy fix, air conditioning
systems mask deeper issues like power cuts
and global warming. Ri

to reduee heat gain. Modern resi-
dences often overlook these features, but
homeowners can still use shading techniques
ranging from traditional chajjas to modern
louvers to reduce heat penetration. Addition-

reliance on air conditioners (ACs) strain the
grid, leading to breakdowns, higher peak
Ioads, and increased fossil fuel demand. This
‘heightens heat exposure risks when passive
alternatives aren 't used. Additionally,
ACsexacerbate the urban heat island
effect by transferring indoor heatout-
doors, making concrete areas hotter
than green spaces and compromising
thermal comfort for those without

ally, bamboo or reed curtais, or
chik blinds, provide effective shading during
dry summers. Modern adaptations like modu-
lar clay brick louvers offer both functionality
and aesthetic appeal.

Planting local, drought-resistant
trees significantly lowers ambient
temperatures, reducing relianee on
ACs and providing essential shade.
Inurbanareas, vertical gardens and
green roofs offer compact alterna-

them. Integrating passive features Sanjay tives to trees. While maintenance is a
into buildings decreases relianceon Sath consideration, automatic watering
energy-intensive cooling systems, systems and innovative gardening
lowers carbon footprints, reduces techniques help address this
electricity bills, and addresses climate challenge.
change by minimising peak loadson ‘While deceptively simple, these
air conditioning systems. measures are crucial for mainiaining
Incorporating passive design prin- thermal comfort and reducing bills.
ciples starts right from the beginning Passive design effectiveness varies
of house design, with close attention climate, making it essential to priori-
to factors like massing (the architec- Sheen tise the right strategies. Engaging
tural concept that relates to the three- architects and sustainability consult-

dimensional structure of a building)
and orientation (a building’s position

Pandita

ants becomes imperative for effective

in relation to the Sun’s paths and
direction of wind). Creating shading through
strategic massing and incorporating court-

Residents can enhance self-reli-
anceand reduce their carbon footprint by tran-
sitioning to net-zero housing and leveraging

yards are integral aspects. gui-
timal building

ise airflow and minimise heat gain.

ng md]gmnus materials with natural

cooling preperties enhances sustainability.

Rcwnf“mngcxlsnng constructions toincorpo-

subsidy
(PV) electricity generation and rainwater har-
vesling. Programmes like the Indian Housing
Technology Mela under the PM Awas Yojana
and the ministry of housing and urban affairs
provideaccess to innovative building materials

'mal comfort

and reduces eleclmxtymsts.
The insulation forms the foundation for
cooler homes. With options from building air
kets =

and
can enrol in green rating programs such as
SVAGRIHA by Green Rating for Integrated
Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) to recmvc feed-
back on their

m’:in themarket, insulation offers a versatile
toolkit for protection. Reflective coatingsand
lighter hues on exterior surfaces deflect heat
while traditional mosaic roof-floors minimise
heatabsorption. Yet, insulation alene isn't suf-
ficient. Walls made nf hngh thermal mass

Investing in insulation, npnmnslng thermal
mass. and fostering natural ventilation may
lack the glamour of a brand-new AC unit, yet
its enduring benefits for both your finances
and theenvironment are undeniable.

senior director and Sheen Pandira is

materials like clay b d aerated
conerete (AAC) blocls impeds heat tranafer;
enhancing thermal comfort. Modern cata-
logues of such materials often feature hollow

projectassociate, Sustainable Buildings Division,
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).
“The views expressed are personal
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DATA UNINTERRUPTED

Government should publish detailed GST figures on a regular
basis, to ensure transparency, more informed policy

NJULY 1, the Ministry of Finance marked seven years of the shift to the

Goods and Services Tax regime. About the same time, the government re-

portedly decided to discontinue the practice of publishing detailed GST

dataon aregular basis. This is an unwelcome departure from the past. The
monthly GST data, which contains information on gross tax collections, revenue from
levy of the compensation cess as well as the state-wise tax collected, serves several pur-
poses. As data on many other economic indicators tends to be released with a consid-
erable lag, the GST data works as a timely barometer to gauge the state of the economy.
For instance, the quarterly GDP data comes with a delay of two months — data for the
first quarter of the ongoing year (April-June) will only be released at the end of August.
Similarly, data on industrial production s also published with a lag — data for April was
published on June 12. The GST data also provides an indication of whether the govern-
ment (it includes both Centre and state collections) is on track to meet its budgeted rev-
enue projections, and as a consequence its fiscal deficit target. This has implications for
its market borrowings.

This is not the first time there has been controversy around the release of official data.
Forinstance, the 2017-18 consumption expenditure survey was not released by the gov-
ernment due to “quality issues”. There was a sharp debate over the employment and un-
employment survey of 2017-18. However, the years, the government
to address the concerns raised over the growing gaps in data, and strengthened the sta-
tistical system. The employment surveys have been carried out and released at regular
intervals. The fact sheet on the latest round of the household consumption expenditure
survey was put in the public domain before the general elections. And recently, the gov-
ernment has released a fact sheet on the two rounds of the annual survey of unincorpo-
rated sector enterprises that provides information on how the informal sector has fared
during 2021-22 and 2022-23.

The government should strive to maintain data transparency, it should resume the
practice of releasing granular GST data at regular intervals. Alongside, it must move quickly
for conduct of the much delayed census. While in the initial years of the decade, the de-
lay onaccountof the pai three years later, itis difficult tojus-
tify the continued stalling. This is more so since several official surveys have been carried
out and released durmg this period. Considering that data, whether on household con-
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‘WORDLY WISE
‘WHILE THOUGHT EXISTS, WORDS ARE ALIVE AND
LITERATURE BECOMES AN ESCAPE, NOT FROM, BUT
INTO LIVING. — CyRIL CONNOLLY

Constitution at the centre

Itis an inspiration for political classes, the people and
judiciary.It's up to all to ensure there is no over reach

UPENDRA BAXI

IT WOULD APPEAR that all political parties
and their leaders have developed a new im-
age of, and affinity for, the Constitution of
India. This was evident in the recent session
of Parliament, which was preceded by a
hard-fought and hard-won election for the
18th Lok Sabha. The oath-taking of many in-
cluded the additional utterance of “Jai
Samvidhan” — the chant also reverberated
in many public gatherings — although the
oath itself is a pledge to uphold the
Constitution and the sovereignty and
integrity of India.

Article 99 prescribes that every member
of either House of Parliament should take an
oath or affirmation according to the Third
Schedule that she “shall bear true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution of India as es-
tablished by law”. That phrase is itself puz-
zling because the Constitution determines
the validity of laws passed by Parliament, not
the other way around. And, despite some
early hesitations, it has now been accepted
byall thata constitutional amendmentis also
such a law, whose validity is subject to
constitutional judicial review.

The cynic and the realist may maintain
that the newly found affection and reverence
fnr the Cnnsmuuon is,at best,anovel way of

the democratic legitimation for
competitive political performance. They may
argue that it has little bearing on adherence
to constitutional duties (Part IV-A) or the
Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV),
or even the rights of liberty and equality
of all (PartIIT).

The extraordinary fact, however, remains
that the voters have deftly developed the
idea of constitutionalism as a shield and
sword for their own larger freedom against

or tax, provides an of various facets
of the economy, the absence of data has critical implications for policy.

HOME AND WORLD

Limiting itself to literature that is ‘made in India’ closes some
windows. NCERT's textbook review needs more creativity

HERE IS A Robert Frost poem that students of a particular vintage would be

‘familiar with: “I shall be telling this with a sigh/ Somewhere ages and ages

hence:/ Two roads diverged in a wood, and [ — / I took the one less travelled

by,/ And that has made all the difference.” One of the joys of literature is to
lead the reader to the unexpected thrills of this unfamiliar road: A writer one has never
heard of; aworld view that shocks; a piece of writing so achingly beautiful that one does
notwantit toend. It leads one to aworld beyond the familiar and the comfortable, turn-
ing readers into seekers. Inits newly revamped English textbook for Class VI, Poorvi, de-
veloped in line with the New Education Policy 2020's call for a curriculum “rooted in
the Indian and local context and ethos”, the NCERT has sought to locate this universe in
India’s diversity. The poems, essays and stories it now features are by some of India’s
best-known writers, including S I Farooqji, Sudha Murty and others. It offers students
aglimpse of the heterogeneity that exists in the country. Butin leavi

the political Notbe-
ing a political scientist or a psephologist is a
disability, but I have always viewed election
resultsin terms of the changing relationship
between the “oathed” and “un-oathed” cit-
izens. The paradoxes of democracy lie in how,
and why, the oathed citizens continue to con-
stitute the constitutional elites and how the
“people”,in whose name all political power
is exercised, remain “masses” of the “weaker
sections of society”.

The other oath in the Third Schedule pro-
vides an important part of the answer. The

Surely, the Prime Minister
was right to stress in the
Rajya Sabha that the
Constitution is not a
miscellany of dry provisions
and that we should also look
at its underlying spirit. That
is precisely what
‘Kesavananda Bharati’ and
its normative progeny
decided. The defence of the
Constitution needs to now
be made more specific: No
matter how the Constitution
may be amended in the
future, with an all-party
consensus, its Basic
Structure and foundational
principles should never be
allowed to be eclipsed.

oath of office for Justices of the Supreme

Court and the ngh Courts of [ndla mcludes
- “Iwill duly.

the best of my abilit d judge—

atthe service of judicial
scribed by the Constitution itself. The judi-
cial oath is fully at work in and since the
Bharati decision — the end of

ment perform the duties of my office with-
out fearorfavour, affection orill-will and that
Iwill uphold the Constitution and the laws.”

The first thing to note is the phrase “per-
form”. The law as performance, a public
demonstration, has yet to be fully studied in
India. The second provides a succinct work-

whose Golden Jubilee (on April 23, 2024)
‘was proudly celebrated by many law schools
and the grateful people of India. Rather than
Jjudicial overreach, the problem troubling us
is that of constitutional underreach.

‘The Kesavananda Bharati decision and its
progeny prescribed that, first, constitutional

ing de e of the judici-
ary, as security from threats emanating from
within (incumbent and superannuated jus-
tices, litigants and lawyers), and outside
(from the state and the economy).

Does it constitute a “judicial overreach”
when justices actin light of their oath? Note
also that they are the only class of constitu-
tional. kammchans ‘whoare not toacton their
belief- ontheir*

power: plenary within
their decisional domains, and second, that
all powers are simultaneously limited and
accountable. There are no sovereign powers,
butonly supreme constitutional powers pro-
vided within constitutional limits — includ-
ingjudicial power and the process of consti-
tutional judicial review. And, contrary to
po]mcal propaganda, most amendments
since Bharati have been sus-

and judgement”. Knowledge here refers not
to the folklore of law but to the institutional
memory of the foundational values of court-
craft and justicing. And “judgement” con-
notes fidelity to the core principles of tradi-
tions of interpretation, in which most
precedents function as steadying points of
law. However, it allows reasoned justifica-
tions to depart from the precedents of
manifest injustice.

Knowledge and judgement of the core
principles of law provide the wherewithal
for constitutional reverence and renaissance,
as was onJuly 4,

tained — only a minuscule number have
been held contrary to the Basic Structure
doctrine. Further, the Basic Structure com-
prises two aspects: First, forensic freedoms
(free space of argumentation in an open
court — the independence of the Bar), and
second, the independence of the judiciary.
To take these away is to abolish altogether
the idea of the Constitution and that of re-
sponsible sovereignty; in short, the very idea
of legitimate authority.

Surely, the Prime Minister was right to
stress m the Rajya Sabha that the
C is not a miscellany of dry pro-

2018 by the 45th Chief Justice of India, Dipak
Misra (with Justices A K Sikri and A M
K ): “Th functionar-

visions and that we should also look atits un-
derlying spmt That 15 precisely what
d its normative prog-

pected to cultivate ]

ing of constitutional renaissance by realisa-
tion of their constitutional responsibility and
sincere acceptance of the summon to be
obeisant to the constitutional conscience
with a sense of reawakening to the vision of
the great living document so as to enable true
blossoming of the constitutional ideals.”

The judicial oath is thus a standing invi-
tation to innovate judicial interpretation of
the rule of law and to renovate the practices
of good governance in accordance with rea-
soned judgment about judicial duties and re-
medial action. The repair, reform, and ren-
aissance — inherent to judicial duties — is

eny decided. The defence of the Constitution
needs to now be made more specific: No
matter how the Constitution may be
amended in the future, with an all-party con-
sensus, its Basic Structure and foundational
principles should never be allowed to be
eclipsed. Indian people have actively,and af-
firmatively, responded to this call but the
question is whether constitutional elites will
doso. Must the answer, as Bob Dylan sangin
1962, forever be “blowin’ in the wind"?

The writer is professor of law, University of
Warwick, and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi

THE HATHRAS QUESTIONS

UP government must find the answers with transparency and urgency

»
VIKRAM SINGH

writers largely, it does young people a disservice — it robs them of a window to a
wider world.

Periodic ial. TH inintroducing chil-
dren to the multitudes contained in India, cutting across boundaries of region and lan-
guage, custom and religion. There is heft, too, in the 1dea of decolonisation that can serve
asanintroduction to the wide arc of ide of the traditi -anon.
The study of any discipline requires context and a colonial trajectory is anything but rep-

‘THEHORRIFIC STAMPEDE in Hathras on July
2 was avoidable. The failures need to be ex-
amined in depth. But even preliminary re-
ports indicated that the district administra-
tion has a lot of explaining to do for the
tragedy, which claimed 121 lives, mostly of
women and children.

[t all began with an InnDCuUUS appllca—

resentative. But such revisions must not lose sight of the goal: To exp vi-
brant curriculum that ity, enhances critical thinki actsasaspring-
board to the lives and experiences of those both culturally and ically like and

permission fi au-

thormes Approximately 80,000 devutees

unlike themselves. For that, merely “made in India” literature is not enough.
One of the comforts of literature — unlike social science, for instance —is that it deals
not merely with the specificities of events but with the universality of emotions. The

pected to attend a samagam (a con-

‘devotees). The offic
this as aroutine procedure. It seems that lhey
didnot: i count how ¢

world can be a strange unfamiliar place but human nature s th ywhere, gov-
erned by love and hate, greed and goodness, hope and despair. It is this delicate balance
between home and the world, between what lies within and what meets the eye that
should determine what goes into the curriculum and in what proportion. The NCERT
would do well to keep that in mind for future revisions.

SPEEDY DOES IT

Rubik’s Cube is an apt metaphor for much that has

been lost and gained since its invention in 1974

HE FIRST TIME Erné Rubik “solved” what would go on to become his Magic

Cube, the world was a very different place. In 1974, Rubik — an architect and

teacher — put together 20 smaller cubes to create a larger one, with eight cor-

ners and 12 edges. It was months before the inventor could ensure that six
sides of it were uniform in colour — the goal of the puzzle. Fifty years later, the world
record to solve a Rubik’s Cube is 3.3 seconds. And that's not all that's changed.

‘When Rubik invented his cube, Hungary — his home country — was behind the Iron
Curtain. There was no internet then, no “influencers”, to make a puzzle go viral. When it
was finally picked up for the capitalist world, it was hugely popular. Over the last five
decades, millions have tried and failed, and tried again to solve it. The achievement of fi-
nally figuring out the colours, though, required time, patience and long attention spans.
Nowonder, then, that Rubik’s Cube has been hacked now, its mystery and romance gone.
Just putin “how to solve a Rubik’s Cube in under 10 minutes” in the search engine or Large
Language Model of your choice, and voila! Almost everyone can do in minutes now what
once took most people hours, if not days.

Now competitive and automated, the Rubik’s Cube is perhaps an apt metaphor of
all that has been lost and gained since 1974. Things are faster, and that sometimes means
better. But with speed, people also lose something they need — the ability to sit, think
and take something magical, a cube made of different coloured cubes, for example, and
find out how it works. Now, a machine with more computing power than the smartest
human can do it in seconds. Still, for those who want it, there’s always a quiet moment
to try to match Rubik’s pace in solving his invention. The joy, after all, isn’t in only find-

ing the solution.
BN N I |

are known to swell beyond lhe
sancnoned numbers. But more than three
of san

Bho]e Baba gathered at the site of the event.

The Baba is a former constable of UP po-
lice, Suraj Pal Singh. He was accused of mul-
tiple cases of misdemeanour in his official po-
sition. He was placed under suspension, but
onbail, he opted for voluntary retirementand
reinvented himself as a godman. He worked
onabusiness model, whichitis alleged, mo-
bilised people vulnerable to misinformation.
The Baba's supporters spread the message
that his photographs have curative qualities.

White-clothed volunteers, the sivam se-

A crowd of 2,50,000 does not
descend from the heavens. It
would take about seven to
cight hours for such a huge
number of people to filter in.
More so when the venue is
next to a national highway.
It’s very likely that the news of
the traffic jams caused by the
influx of devotees would have
been relayed to the city and
district control room. A

volunteers reportedly bullied people to not
use their mobile phones to photograph the
event. Bhole Baba is also known not to be
keen on social media. But he has a fairly large
following in parts of Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Delhi and Madhya Pradesh.

The police presence at the event was min-
imal. Normally, for such events, police de-
ployment is chargeable from the party that
demands arrangements. After all, they earn
from their followers. It remains to be seen if
this practice was followed in Hathras.

A crowd of 2,50,000 does not descend
from the heavens. It would take about seven
toeight hours for such a huge number of peo-
ple to filter in. More so when the venue is
next toanational highway. It's very likely that
the news of the traffic jams caused by the in-
flux of devotees would have been relayed to
the city and district control room. A contin-
gency plan was imperative but it is obvious
there was none. CCTVs should have been in
place and the site should have had proper
exitand entry points per the district's inter-
nal security scheme.

Duty cards should have been issued, and
duties assigned. Was there any backup plan?
Of course, the investigation ordered by the
government will reveal answers to these

negligence must also be probed.

The post-mortems indicated that most
deaths were caused by broken rib cage,
crushing, asphyxia and/or haemorrhage. A
First Information Report has been lodged
against the sevadar volunteers. However, the
Baba has not yet been named in the FIR. A
Special Investigation Team (SIT) has been
cunstltuted toinvestigate this sensitive case.
Itsfunc and the
urgenq

team must gi
to submitting a report.

Can a godman like Bhole Baba be prose-
cuted under the Drugs and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 19547
That is for the law enforcement agencies to
determine. Anyhow, the ill-gotten wealth of
these babas belongs to the nation. Notably,
Section 14(1) of The Uttar Pradesh Gangsters
And Anti-Social Activities (Prevention) Act,
1986 gives the law the authority to attach all
such properties after due scrutiny.

More importantly, there are elaborate in-
structions on crowd management in gather-
ings such as the one in Hathras. There are also
scholarly studies on earlier tragedies and
there is always a best way of doing every-
thmg Unfortunately, the worst: posslble way

ing the rule book

vaks, organise the Baba's satsangs. They also I . questions. We hope that responsibility is  in [hlS case.
take pains to ensure that photography and _Lommg(_‘nq P 1.1‘11.was . fixed and those found wanting will be taken
the use of mobiles are kept to a minimum. imperative but it is obvious to task. There seems to have been a delay in The writer is former director
At the site of the Hathras incident, too, the there was none. giving medical aid to the injured. Any such general of police, Uttar Pradesh
S Jury 5,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO
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PRO FAROOQ LEGISLATORS of Jammu and
Kashmir plan to resign en masse from the
state assembly. P L Handoo, former law and
revenue minister said that the move would
force Governor Jagmohan to order fresh
elections in the state. Party sources place
the number of MLAs loyal to Farooq Abdullah
at 38, including the speaker of the
75-member assembly.

PM CRITICISED

THE JANATA PARTY president, Chandra
Shekhar, said that the Prime Minister, Indira

epaper.indianexpressicom .- .

Gandhi, wastryingto
Army.” He remarked that the Prime Minister
had nm learnt any lesson after returning to
power after the Emergency. He stated that
Indira Gandhi had deeper designs than her
actions revealed. There was no doubt that
she was turning into a true fascist.

MILITANTS LINKS

SEVERAL MILITANT ORGANISATIONS with
foreign links were operating from the Golden
‘Temple complex before the Army action. Their
objective was to create an independent
“Khalistan” by spreading communal strife
through violent means. The White Paper, pro-

the Army actionin Punjah containsagraphic
accountof theactivities of
and their foreign connections.

MumBAal DoNs HELD

'UNDERWORLD DONS AND 14 other anti-so-
cial elements were detained by the Mumbai
police under the National Security Act for be-
ing allegedly involved in inciting communal
riots. Haji Mastan Mirza and Karim Khan Sher
Khan alias Karim Lala were arrested.
Investigations had led to the office of the All
India Mill Secretariat at Dongri, a “social serv-
ice” organisation founded by Haji Mastan.
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Let’s step up investment
in the wisdom of crowds

It’s a thesis on which democracy and markets rest, but every stampede should make us sit up

and wonder, Hathras's being the latest. Can India nudge people towards collective safety?

emocracy and markets share a

belief in the ‘wisdom of crowds,” a

thesis presented well by James

Surowiecki in a book by that title

which offers various examples

of how numerous minds put
together are smarter than a few. The antithesis
of it, though, glares out from every news report
of a stampede. Can a clash of that crowd thesis
with its antithesis yield a synthesis? Say, the
‘common sense of crowds’? The question has
arisen again as India mourns the 120-plus lives
lost to another crowd crush, this time in a slushy
field near Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, where an
estimated 250,000 devotees had turned up at a
religious gathering, although local authorities
said approval had been given for just 80,000.
As reports say, too many tried to converge too
quickly upon the preacher who led that prayer
session (for his blessings). High-toll tragedies of
this kind have befallen several places of worship
in the past. Recall the 2013 Ratangarh temple
crush in Madhya Pradesh. Globally, the worst
stampede on record took place in Saudi Arabia
during Hajj, a pilgrimage of faith, on 24 Septem-
ber 2015. Yet, the danger posed by crowd
motion has nothing to do with religion. The
same could happen in a packed hall hosting a
rock show, which is why the risk of “fire” being
yelled in such a space is often cited to argue
why free speech mustn’t be an absolute right.
Crowd-crush mortality is a universal worry.

In India, over-population is sometimes
blamed for worsening our crowd risk. However,
our population density is just 473 persons per
square kilometre, according to 2021 World
Bank data, so the crowds we see around us,
especially in urban spaces, only reveal a prob-
lem of poor dispersal. We may number over 1.4

billion in all, but also have a vast landmass. It’s
just that the lure of cities is so strong. But is
there more to it? Has the experience of crowds
also conditioned us not to get ruffled by over-
crowding? The typical queue we form doesn’t
have a gap of more than a foot. Taking public
transport can be a struggle against suffocation.
Milling together in close range occurs across
the socio-economic pyramid. Even lifts in fancy
high-rises get stuffed beyond capacity, with
little concern for anybody’s personal space.

Or take the poshest of streets. Even if we have
nothing but cars on them, crossings have them
bumper-to-bumper, while the global norm is to
leave a gap long enough to see the wheels of the
car ahead touching the road. As for covid-time
caution, the habit of social distancing seems to
have worn off almost entirely.

Crowds can, of course, be calm and orderly.
Whatever we are accustomed to, our mortality
risk can be lowered. At the administrative level,
we have crowd control guides, like the one
issued by the National Disaster Management
Authority. Authorities know how to decongest
spaces and maintain order. But then, well-
planned events with well-assigned roles are
rarely a problem. What we need is not just to
‘manage’ crowds, but plug lapses in people’s
consciousness of crowds turning risky. Perhaps
we could revive some of the messaging we used
during the pandemic and improve it. Witty
posters that grab eyeballs, for example, could
work. Safe behaviour takes constant reminders.
Ultimately, it’s for people at large to assume
responsibility for their collective well-being
in the same way we expect an electorate to.
Crowds needn’t always be wise, but do have
common sense. Nudged towards their better
selves, the toll taken by reckless mobs will drop.
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Deepfakes and Indian elections:
A case of much ado over nothing

Generative Al was mostly put to good use, exposing exaggerated fears of GenAl hurting democracy

is a technology expert, author of *The Tech
Whisperer’, and a Masters in Al and Ethics
from Cambridge University.

s the age of AT dawns upon us, it
has brought excitement and
trepidation in equal measure.

The trepidation was mostly around

Al-generated deepfakes and how they

could change voter minds, influence

elections and thus subvert democracy.

This was especially true in India, as

almost a billion voters were electing a

new government. Many other countries

due for polling, including the US and

UK, confront similar fears.

While India is a developing economy,
it has a digitally- and social media-savvy
population. Political parties, too, have
large IT and social media wings. Deep-
fakes are not new, with Al technologies
like Generative Adversarial Networks
(GANs) churning them out since 2011.
However, the advent of GenAl and the
ubiquity of social media have made
their creation, quality and spread at
scale much cheaper and casier. This
explains the concerns expressed by civil
society, governments and media.

In a few articles and comments on Al
and deepfakes, I had taken a contrarian
stance, arguing that Al if used well,
could help the electoral process and
democracy. It can help detect fraud,
optimize the complex logistics of booth
and voter management, and build
resource and cost efficiencies into the
vast machinery of Indian elections.
GenAl can be used for politicians to
reach out to voters in a more personal-

ized and scalable manner, level the
playing field, and make voting access
for the differently-abled voters easier.
Most, however, tended to focus on the
negatives and the supposed havoc that
GenAl could wreak on Indian elections.
Now that Lok Sabha polling is over, it
seems to be much ado about nothing. A
post facto analysis done by two Harvard
Kennedy School scholars Vandinika
Shukla and Bruce Schneier
(bit.ly/4er8ISi) concluded that Al was
mostly used constructively, rather than
the destructive use that most of us
expected. They estimated that political
parties spent $50 million on authorized
Al-generated content, and used it for
targeted communication aimed at their
constituency’s voters. In Tamil Nadu,
for instance, both Karunanidhi, with his
trademark dark glasses, and Jayalalithaa
were resurrected to appeal to voters,
and this was openly authorized by their
respective political parties—an example
of ‘deepfakes without deception’. Party
workers at the lowest rung of the ladder
i small tech ies that

and some politicians leveraged the
Bhashini Al platform to dub their
speeches. Voice clones of candidates
made millions of calls to voters, explain-
ing their promises. Even Prime Minister
Narendra Modi got into the act when in
Tamil Nadu he asked his audience to
put on earphones for his Hindi speech
to be translated into Tamil in real time.
Political workers used GenAl and other
technologies to flood social media with
localized and contextualized memes.

It was not all a bed of roses, though.
There were many instances of the use
of deepfakes to impersonate candidates
spewing hatred and discord, saying
things they had never said, and making
it difficult for voters to understand what
was real and what was fake. But, as
James Thornhlll writes in Financial
Times (bit.ly/3RBLgIS): “[1t] could well
be that the increasing use of Al tools.
by millions of users is itself deepening
public understanding of the technol-
ogy. inoculating people against deep-
fakes. The election did not appear to be

created personalized ‘deepfake’ videos
of them. These could then be distrib-
uted at scale. This created an unprec
dented opportunity for young techies,
‘who set up nimble outfits to serve such
political parties. India has 25 official lan-
guages and thousands of local dialects,

mmm
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A digitally and social media savvy
population has meant Al use has
grown in India, but the just-ended
elections have arguably shown
GenAl to be more of a help than
adanger to democracy.

Political parties deployed Al to
make memes with local contexts
and recreated their ideologues
digitally to strike a chord with
voters. Al this outweighed the
damage deepfakes caused.
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Ina sense, the proof was in the pud-
ding. There were more concerns about
the heatwave killing poll workers and
reducing voter turnouts than of fake
videos. The outcome of the election
revealed less IT-savvy parties winning
in many places. This showed that the
wise Indian voter not only saw through
the rhetoric of politicians, but also the
fake news that some of them generated.
In the end, the dire forecasts of doom-
sayers did not come true, as Al was used
more for good than bad. Harvard
researchers Shukla and Steiner point
out that “the technology’s ability to pro-
duce non-consensual deepfakes of any-
one can make it harder to tell truth from
fiction, but its consensual uses are likely
to make democracy more accessible.”

James Thornhill wisely noted that
“we should worry more about politi-
cians spouting authentic nonsense than
fake Al avatars generating inauthentic
gibberish.” Indian voters this summer
seemed to agree.

JUST A THODGRT

A ruined planet cannot
sustain human lives in
good health. A healthy planet
and healthy people are two
sides of the same coin.

MARGARET CHAN

Let’s tackle the emerging climate-induced health crisis

ROHIT KUMAR SINGH

&

is a former secretary to the
Government of India.

uch of north India has witnessed an

intense heatwave in recent weeks,

with several heatstroke-related

deaths being reported. Monsoon rains could
not have arrived any sooner.

The effects of air pollution and climate

change on human health are profound and

increasingly palpable. Environmental epi-

ists in Jaipur. To tackle this common chal-
lenge, we conducted daily meetings across
traditionally siloed government verticals.
Such a multi-stakeholder commitment is
again the need of the hour. As the central
government and states form their climate
action and One Health committees, the
issues involved need to be addressed
toral col

was initially used for community-based
covid symptom surveillance and later
expanded to track comprehensive primary
care in each village, reaching 45 million peo-
ple across the state. This is an example of the
multi-stakeholder effort required. Similarly,
the Centre’s CoWin online platform facili-
tated the world’s largest vaccination drive,

through int

We must begin with a thorough assess-
ment of needs. Insights are crucial on which
regions face the most pressing climate-re-
lated health burden. This cannot be an

have

between heat and heatstroke, kidney injury,
malnutrition and anaemia. Air quality has
been linked to lung disease, cardiovascular
disease and neonatal mortality. Extreme
rainfall has been associated with mosquito-
borne and diarrhoeal illnesses. More than
four of every five Indians are exposed to
extreme weather events. Other challenges
include exposure to unsafe levels of air qual-
ity and vulnerability to zoonotic diseases.

Given these challenges, we could be
exposed to a silent pandemic, putting our
society’s health at stake. As health secretary
of Rajasthan in 2020, I witnessed the first
reported cases of covid among Italian tour-

annual exercise limited to the district level.
Decisit need a real-time weather
map for climate-related health vulnerability.
A vulnerability index should take into
account exposure levels, population sensi-
tivity and adaptive capacity. While environ-
mental exposure data has been available in
real-time through geospatial sensors and
satellites, we need data on sensitivity and
adaptive capacity, particularly as it relates to
the health of India’s rural residents.
During covid, technology played a crucial
role in understanding and responding to the
pandemic. As health seoretary in Rajasthan,
T oversaw the launch of a Community Health
Integrated Platform (CHIP) in collaboration
with Khushi Baby, an NGO. This platform

our ability to manage complex
health challenges through technology.
Building on these technological founda-
tions, with Khushi Baby leveraging CHIP
data, Rajasthan developed a Climate-related
Health  Vulnerability
Index (CHVT) that incor-
porates multiple data-
sets. Tens of thousands of
ASHA workers in the
state—who played front-
line roles during the
covid pandemic—are
acting as public health
researchers in villages
and using digital tools to
report s d T
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Rising extreme-weather events
have put our people at risk,
especially the most vulnerable.
We need a multi-stakeholder
action plan that uses real-time
data to secure public health.

with a close understanding of local risks and
their driving factors. Additionally, the

rupt daily life, but also strain our healthcare
system. Vulnerable populations bear the

CHVI’s p:
allows us to track which interventions are
making an impact, providing feedback from
those closest to the affected communities.
This index could be adopted by the entire
country for this purpose.

Beyond putting trackers in place, collabo-
rative efforts must be made by government
agencies, NGOs, health professionals and
local communities. We must break down
silos and foster a culture of shared responsi-
bility. The Bhilwara
Model used during covid

fies how local

brunt. Add; this requires a proactive
and inclusive approach towards public
health and resilience.

Investing in climate-resilient healthcare
infrastructure is no less ci 1. Our health
systems must be able to withstand climate
shocks so that service levels hold up during
a crisis. The effort must include upgrading
facilities, training healthcare workers and
ensuring adequate supplies of essential
medicines and equipment.

Public awareness and education also play
a crucial role. Empowering individuals with

about climate-related health

on-the-ground collabo-
ration and decentralized
ration

risks and preventive measures can lead to
community-driven action. Grassroots

king can
help contain public
health threats. Such
models should be
adapted and scaled up.
The stakes are high.

graphic and health con-
ditions as they change.
The CHVI can be used

and ility  The increasing frequency
indices can help us monitor

climate exposure and respond.

Securing everyone is our

and intensity of extreme
weather events under-
score an urgent need for

to empower cach block
official on the ground

the time to act on this is now.

and  action. H . floods
and storms not only dis-

5 by resources and
accurate information, can drive behavioural
changes that reduce vulnerability.

As climate change represents the largest
emerging public health crisis of our time, it
demands immediate attention. To protect
communities and safeguard public health,
we must leverage technology, foster collabo-
ration and build resilient health systems.
This is a collective responsibility and it’s
time to act. Together, we must confront this
challenge to assure India a healthy future.
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The new government should act
to broaden India’s fiscal agenda

We urgently need fiscal support to fortify our public examination processes and address the ravages of global warming

?s.

is an economist.

he final Union Budget for the ongoing

fiscal year 2024-25 will be presented

in the monsoon session of Parliament

starting 22 July. Itis expected to con-

form to the interim budget presented

before the elections by the same
finance minister, Nirmala Sitharaman. But there
have been some developments post the election
process which call for new initiatives.

Examination paper leaks have roiled India
Public examination processes must have integrity
in order to offer equality of opportunity, a key ele-
ment in the social contract between the individual
and the almighty state. The issue found mention in
the President’s address to Parliament on the gov-
ermnment's agenda. Hopefully, it will find further
mention in the budget speech, with a focus on
prevention.

Fiscal support for a selection and training centre
for personnel inducted into examination adminis-
tering agencies is urgently needed. The idea would
be to ensure appointment of people fully trained in
standard operating procedures for setting and

securing exams in a variety of f P:
or computer-based. The new unit could be added
as a wing to the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC), which commands widespread trust and
respect.

The surprising feature of the current scandals is
that they involved national agencies. At the state
level, the problem recurs frequently. Most recently,
the written examination for the post of police con-
stable in Uttar Pradesh scheduled for February
2024 was cancelled because of paper leaks.

Fiscal provision for public examination pro-
cesses will not take a big bite out of the exchequer.
There is the overriding concern, of course, of
whether the fiscal deficit committed to in the
interim budget, at 5.1% of GDP, will be achievable.
The Cabinet has already taken a decision to hike
minimum support prices for 14 crops, mostly in the
range 5-8 % (with a few outliers), in accordance
with the recommendation of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices . Without knowing
whether this increase was anticipated in the food
subsidy in the interim budget, pegged at %2.05 tril-
lion, it is not possible to estimate how much higher
the food subsidy will be in the final budget.

Standard macroeconomic prudence gets
upended when confronting an economy with the
fingerprints of global warming all over it. The
present situation is that food (read vegetable)
prices are rising in the face of the scorching heat
wave that engulfed large tracts during the first
quarter of the current fiscal year.

Every move in the budget has to be evaluated
against the backdrop of the warming monster that
kills people (including staff on duty in the just con-
cluded general election); that can drastically

reduce productivity; can raise food
prices and reduce real wages more than what
seems apparent from an overall CPl index. It has
caused forest fires in a region where the major
river systems of the country originate. It has led,
exacerbated by decades of predatory exploitation,
to severe water problems in major cities. In short, it
has the power to destroy us.

Moody's Ratings has said public failure to
address water scarcity could
lower the credit rating of India.
Maybe that will prod the finance
ministry into placing climate
warming front and centre.
Short-term indicators like the
Purchasing Managers' Index do
not matter as much as frequent
disruptions to economic activity
posed by climate forces, which
can become more frequent and
disruptive over time. The time to
actis now.

There is need for a new Cen-
tral government initiative with
municipalities. Within that
umbrella, partnerships can be
taken up in sequence with cities
which put forward a viable programme for
restoring underground aquifers. It can work like
the Scheme for Special Assistance to States for
Capital Investment, with the difference that cities
would be invited to come forward with financial
proposals for specific projects.

These city partnerships need not be fully funded
by the Centre. There could be special purpose
vehicles for each Centre-city partnership, finan-
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The full budget is expected to
be directionally in line with the
interim one, although exam
paper leaks and the climate crisis
demand fiscal provisions for
tackling these challenges.

Every budget move should be
evaluated against the backdrop
of global warming, given the
havoc this raging monster can
cause across almost every
dimension of our lives.

Future Doctor

cially contributed to by private individuals. The
Forbes-list billionaires residing in big Indian cities
could surely throw a few pennies into that hat,
drawing inspiration from the famous 1975 rescue
of the New York City municipality from bank-
ruptcy by a financial vehicle formed by high-net-
worth residents. But project supervision must be
assigned to a board of engineers with professional
credibility, unrelated to the financiers.

The flooding during the mon-
soons of several large cities
with concomitant mixing of
sewage and drinking water is a
continuing health-hazard dis-
grace. The annual flooding of
the Minto Bridge underpass is so
predictable that it has become
the signature of the monsoon in
Delhi. A major commercial cen-
tre like Bhikaji Cama Place is
periodically assailed by the
stench of sewage overflow even
in non-monsoon months.

What about the ambient
warming brought about by
global forces? Air-conditioners
to cool interior spaces pump hot
air into the exterior world, turning urban public
spaces into furnaces. Subsidies to incentivize
retrofitting of air-conditioners with more efficient
motors at lower energy intensity and insulation
of roofs and windows have been tried in other
countries. We need to study initiatives successfully
implemented elsewhere, such as country schemes
within the Green Deal of the European Union,
and build on them.
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GenAl’s brain fog will not stop
a reckoning for creative folks

The tech’s accuracy is in doubt but generative skills are being used

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
technology.

ver notice how science fiction gets

things wrong about future technol-

ogy? Instead of flying cars, we got viral
tweets that fuelled culture wars. Instead of
afax machine on your wrist, we got memes.
We're having a similar reality check with
artificial intelligence (Al). Sci-fi painted a
future with computers that delivered relia-
ble information in robotic parlance. Yet
businesses that tried adopting Generative
Al tools have found, with some dismay, that
the tools “hallucinate” and make mistakes.
They are hardly reliable. And the tools
themselves aren't stiff and mechanistic
either. They're almost whimsical.

“We thought Al'd be The Terminator but
itturned out to be Picasso,” says Neil Katz,
founder of EyeLevel.ai, a startup that helps
companies get GenAl models to try and
work with 95% accuracy when plugged
into their data. It will take another three to
five years of tinkering before that level of
reliability becomes widespread with Al,
Katz predlcts meaning that the technology

The advertising industry is among the first

to be impacted by GenAl ISTOCKPHOTO

Last year Coca-Cola Company published
an advertisement on YouTube partially
created with GenAl tools, while Toys ‘R’ Us
has developed an entire ad with OpenAl's
video generation tool Sora, and to arguably
bizarre effect. The saccharine video com-
mercial features a young boy whose face
makes subtle, alien-like contortions
throughout, a reminder of the flaws that
image generators are still ironing out.

Twitter users piled on the Toys ‘R’ Us
commercial to label it as creepy, which was
true, but they also called it highly ineffec-
tive, which it wasn't. Al-generated ads are
only just getting going and will likely find
awilling audience.

Consider that Al-generated images have
already been flooding Facebook with

useful to the P
anons of finance or health-care companies.
That doesn’'t mean GenAl isn't having an
industry-transforming impact, though. It's
just not happening as once envisioned.

Even as firms rein in spending and inves-
tors dampen Al expectations, the technol-
ogy’s creative strengths that are taking
hold in industries where hallucinations can
be an advantage, and where there's less risk
in getting things wrong. Think marketing,
gaming and entertainment, or any job that
involves non-linear thinking.

The impactis already clear on jobs. Con-
tractors dominate in creative industries
and, since the launch of ChatGPT, there
has been a 21% drop in demand for digital
freelancers, according to a November 2023
study by researchers at Harvard Business
School and two other academic institu-
tions. The jobs most affected have been in
writing. Yael Biran, an experienced anima-
tor who had enjoyed a work flow of about 12
projects annually, recently told me that her
activity had dwindled to just three in the
past year.

“Marketing is furthest in exploiting Al,”
according to a recent note by Enders Analy-
sis, an industry research firm specializing in
technology, media and telecom, while
smaller advertisers can use GenAl tools to
write marketing copy or generate posters
and images. So far, one of the biggest obsta-
cles has been getting Al to produce accurate
depictions of company logos, one machine-
learning engineer at a marketing firm tells
me, but such technical issues are easy to rec-
tify with tools like Adobe Photoshop.

bizarre ings of ‘Shrimp Jesus’ and
other similar detritus, suggesting that large
swathes of the public are forgiving (or per-
haps not seeing) the misshapen human
hands of GenAl, but rather taking a shine to
its vivid and slightly unreal aesthetic.

Inthe meantime, businesses are grudg-
ingly accepting that Al has truth issues,
something that should have been obvious
from the start: The GenAl boom was
underpinned by language models that can
predict the next most likely word in a sen-
tence. Companies that are trying to plug
these models into their data sets are strug-
gling because the Al systems were trained
on text. The models struggle to make sense
of numbers, financial tables, charts or
handwriting. That is a solvable technical
problem, but it will take time, making hal-
lucinations a bump in the road to GenAl's
path to wider adoption. For a while, Al will
continue to be better at writing poetry than
at solving math problems.

Perhaps that's why OpenAl's chief tech-
nology officer, Mira Murati, was so brutal
in her assessment of how her company’s
tools would upend creative skills in
humans. “Some creative jobs maybe will go
away, but maybe they shouldn't have been
there in the first place,” she said in a recent
interview.

The hallucination problem of artificial
intelligence could take a few years to solve
for the likes of banks, telecom service pro-
viders and health-care companies.

In the immediate short-term, however,
creative industries will be the ones that
face a major reckoning. (©BLOOMBERG

Action on diversity is more powerful than eloquence

NEERA SAGGI

is former president of
Bombay Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

six months’ grace period was some-
thing | learnt to negotiate in assign-
ments as one of the first women
working in the infrastructure sector. When
I was posted in the ports sub-sector, orin a
large infrastructure project, many would
question my suitability as a woman officer
for a role in a male-dominated field. Inevita-
bly, I would ‘beg’ for six months before a
decision was taken to re-post me to an
i i more ive for
a woman officer. Things have somewhat
changed today, and many women are con-
tributing at different levels in these ‘tough’
sectors. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
(DEI)is much propagated. Yet, once senses
some impatience with gender diversity.
While organizations claim commitment

company. As the Companies Act mandates
that the board must decide its own composi-
tion, every board has an opportunity to
ensure its own diversity and lead by exam-
ple. Very often, for inducting members,
boards rely on their own networks as this
provides comfort and continuity. However,
known networks are not socially neutral and
exclude diverse groups from legitimate
opportunities. As Abraham Maslow
observed, boards can either step forward
towards growth or step back into safety.

Diversity assumes centre-stage in an
organization once it goes beyond the stipu-
lated mandate and has more than one
woman as a board member.

Nuances in interactions create percep-
tions and these weave an organizational cul-
ture. Often, women employees state that
they are hardly aware of board agendas that
include a diversity component. Similar con-
cerns led the Union Budget to include ‘gen-
der budgeting’ in 2005-06. But corporates
rare\y study the impact of their plans on dif-

and pri

to DEI, only a few boards and
nomination and renumeration committees
(NRCs) prioritize what has long been
ignored. Who a board includes as member
is a strong leadership signal to others in the

prioriti discuss
it. Thls should be a board room issue, as the
board is a symbol of authority and govern-
ance. If it does not insist on diverse view-
points, it unwittingly encourages exclusion.

Board interactions at different levels also set
the tone. Is the board given to hearing
diverse voices? Does what its members say
reflect a quest for equality, or does it convey
a condescending attitude?

To increase diversity, most NRCs place
the onus on the human resources (HR) team
and its leader. Champions of diversity, how-
ever, are needed at all levels. O

In arace to meet business targets, there is
often little patience with diversity, with
boards doing little to assess the manage-
ment’s acceptance of diversity. Today, it is
politically incorrect for CEOs not to portray

work environment. A clear understanding of

women'’s needs (safety has a psychological

aspect too) is critical to frame robust policies.

As an independent director, my interac-

tions with women employees have been an
hi

DEI i However,
whether the talk is walked must be analysed.
One effective mechanism is to include DEI

often omit to review specific cultural lean-
ings that prevail within them. It is not just
formal processes that lead to targets being
met, but also unstruc-
tured conversations.
An “affinity bias’ is at
the root of an asymmet-
rical work force, and it
impacts recruitment,
training, assignments,
promotions, halting the
career progression of
those who lack ‘affinity.”
It also confines gender
diversity to ‘soft jobs'. If
this bias is not weeded
out, any DEI achieve-
ment would be tempo-
rary at best, as attrition
would soon setin.

EmE
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An “affinity bias could explain
why so many organizations that
claim commitment to Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion fail to walk
their talk, as seen in the low
priority it’s frequently given.

Achieving diversity is one thing
and fostering an inclusive culture,
where different voices are heard
and valued, is another. Sound
decisions emerge when diverse
views are taken into account.

as a key area (KRA) for the
performance

ing diversity is one
(hmg, 1oster|ng aninclusive culture, where
different voices are heard and valued, is
anc(her Boards forget to assess if their

of top

NRCs tend to overlook lwo key factors:
the cost of deficient diversity and the perse-
verance needed for it.
Identifying diverse can-
didates for various posi-
tions can be complex and
time-consuming. This is
costly, just as provisions
like creches, security,
maternity leave and
childcare support are.
Yet, these costs are out-
weighed eventually by
the cost of DEI failure.

Organizations rarely
have a formal consulta-
tion mechanism that ena-
bles women to partici-
pate in designing a safe

absorbs diverse employees
well or suffers from a cultural bias that dis-
courages assimilation. Dismissive attitudes
to compliance requirements like POSH,
maternity leave, etc, can add to discord. Any
talk of the alleged futility of such policies
and criticism of ‘privileges’ can create disso-
nance. Lost in such conversations is how
diversity adds value and divergent views
form the basis of sound decision-making.

If replication of success is an important
part of any strategy, so should addressing
what has been neglected. DEI should be pri-
oritized. Women can narrate innumerable
instances of patronizing attitudes and indif-
ference to diversity. This needs to end.
Boards must demonstrate their commit-
ment to DEI. Action is more powerful than
eloguence, as it goes beyond tokenism and
testifies to that commitment.
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Farmers' Struggle

he plight of marginal farmers in India is an urgent

issue that demands immediate attention. These

farmers, who own or lease less than one hectare of
land, represent over 65 per cent of the farming commu-
nity. Their challenges are manifold, compounded by the
impacts of climate change and inadequate access to
essential resources. One of the most pressing issues
highlighted by recent reports is the shrinking income
of marginal farmers. As farm incomes decline, many
farmers are forced to seek supplementary livelihoods.
This trend, exacerbated by erratic weather patterns,
poses a significant threat to the sustainability of agri-
culture in India. Nearly half of the respondents in a
recent survey reported crop losses in key crops like
paddy, cotton, wheat, and potatoes, severely affecting
their economic stability. Despite the critical role that
marginal farmers play in the agricultural sector, they
face significant barriers in accessing government
schemes and services. While over 86 per cent of respon-
dents reported receiving Direct Benefit Transfers, other
vital supports like institutional credit, crop insurance
and technical inputs remain out of reach for many. This
disconnect highlights the need for more inclusive and
accessible policies that address the unique challenges
faced by these farmers. The current agricultural poli-
cies must evolve to recognise the limited nature of land
as a production factor while leveraging the potential of
capital, labour, and technology. Meaningful interven-
tions in areas such as dairying, livestock, horticulture,
and intensive protected cultivation can provide alter-
native income sources and improve the resilience of
marginal farmers. Technical support services for com-
modity clusters should be strengthened to ensure farm-
ers receive the necessary guidance and resources.

Climate Resistant Agriculture (CRA) is another cru-
cial area that requires attention. While many farmers
have heard of CRA, their ability to implement these
practices depends largely on the availability of exten-
sion services and technical inputs. The reality is that
most farmers rely on village-level input suppliers for
information on seeds, nutrients, insecticides, and pesti-
cides. This reliance underscores the need for better out-
reach and education programmes that can provide
accurate and timely information to farmers. Linking pro-
grammes like MNREGA with CRA initiatives has shown
promise in states such as Odisha, Maharashtra, and
Bihar. These efforts need to be scaled up and replicated
nationwide to build a robust support system for mar-
ginal farmers. Furthermore, the convergence of the min-
istries of rural development and agriculture, under the
leadership of experienced policymakers, can drive more
grounded and effective farm policies.

The role of civil society and the private sector in sup-
porting marginal farmers cannot be overstated. Farmer
collectives, self-help groups, and other community-based
organisations can significantly enhance the bargaining
power of farmers, providing them with better access to
services and markets. Private sector initiatives, such as
climate-smart villages and digital weather index-based
insurance, also offer innovative solutions that can mitigate
the risks associated with farming. It is imperative that all
stakeholders work together to create a supportive ecosys-
tem that empowers farmers and enables them to become
viable entrepreneurs in India’s green economy.

Strategic Patience

he US Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell’s

current stance on interest rates reflects a prudent

approach to economic policy. As inflation shows
signs of easing, the Fed is exercising caution before mak-
ing any hasty decisions on rate cuts. This measured
approach is vital for maintaining economic stability and
ensuring that the gains made in recent years are not
prematurely undone. Mr Powell’s remarks at Portugal
underscore the complexity of the Fed’s mandate to bal-
ance inflation and employment. While data for May
indicated no increase in the Fed’s preferred measure of
inflation, and a reduction in the 12-month rate to 2.
per cent, it remains above the 2 per cent target. This
cautious optimism is tempered by the understanding
that these figures need to be consistent and indicative of
underlying trends before any policy shifts can be confi-
dently made. The strength of the US economy affords
the Fed the luxury of time. This is crucial in a period
marked by both global and domestic uncertainties. Mr
Powell’s assertion that the economy’s robustness allows
for a careful approach to rate cuts highlights a strategic
patience. The central bank is well aware of the risks of
moving too quickly, which could jeopardise the eco-
nomic expansion and potentially trigger a recession.
One of the more nuanced aspects of Mr Powell’s state-
ment is the acknowledgment of the “two-sided risks” in
the current economic environment. On one hand, there
is the risk of inflation not being fully under control, and
on the other, the risk of increasing unemployment if
policy remains too tight for too long. This delicate bal-
ance is at the heart of the current deliberations. The
Fed'’s cautious stance is also a response to the intricate
dynamics of the labour market. While some measures
suggest the job market is strong, the potential for trade-
offs between further inflation control and rising unem-
ployment cannot be ignored. Mr Powell’s comments
suggest that the Fed is acutely aware of these dynamics
and is striving to avoid the pitfalls of premature policy
adjustments that could harm employment levels.

Investors and policymakers alike are keenly watch-

ing the upcoming employment and inflation reports.
These will play a crucial role in shaping the Fed’s deci-
sions in the coming months. The anticipation of a rate
cut in September is a reflection of the market’s sensitiv-
ity to the Fed's signals. However, Mr Powell’s emphasis
on patience indicates that the Fed is not driven by mar-
ket expectations but by a thorough analysis of econom-
ic indicators. The timing of the first rate cut, whenever it
may be, will send a significant signal to the market. It is
not merely about easing borrowing costs but about
starting a cycle that will bring rates to a level conducive
to sustained economic growth. The Fed’s aim is to reach
a neutral stance where monetary policy neither stimu-
lates nor restricts economic activity excessively.

The fires of hell

Some people are more vulnerable than others to the effects of climate change on
health. In fact, climate-sensitive health risks are disproportionately felt by the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged, including women, unborn babies, children, ethnic minorities,
poor communities, migrants or displaced persons, older populations, and those with
pre-existing medical conditions

e are witnessing
impacts of climate
changes in a variety
of ways. Almost

every day, in one or other part

of the globe, more frequent and
intensifying weather and cli-
mate events are observed,
including storms, extreme heat,
floods, droughts and wildfires.

This year, as summer continues

in the Northern Hemisphere, we

are facing the relentless and
devastating power of extreme
heat waves.

Our country is literally bur-
ning. Delhi touched a record te-
mperature of close to 500 C.
There were reports of forest
fires, of buildings going up in
flames, of electrical equipment
burning. Surprisingly, even
leaves are being burnt to a crisp.
In fact, the heat wave is a
national emergency. Above all,
it remains a fact that the extraor-
dinary Indian summer could be
awarning message to the world.

In Saudi Arabia, the extre-
me heat wave turned the sacred
Haj pilgrimage into a perilous
journey. In the US over 80 mil-
lion people are under heat alert.
The Balkans and the Mediter-
ranean regions are also reeling
under blistering effects of heat
waves. What is a matter of seri-
ous concern is that the World
Meteorological Organisation has
predicted that future years will
likely surpass current tempera-
ture records. The world is on the
boil and all this will only get
worse, not just in India but
across the world.

Global warming has put hu-
mans in a situation which could
metaphorically be compared
with the boiling frog syndrome.
A frog is put in a vessel of water
and the vessel is slowly heated.
As the temperature of the water
rises, the frog s able to adjust its
bod i

rises in global temperature, dire
consequences of global warming
and have also heard propheci

waterborne infections and tox-
in-related illness such as cholera

of experts. But we have ignored
these, as Cassandra’s prophecies
were ignored that led to the fall
of Troy. In his address at the UN
Climate Change Conference UK
2021, then British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson aptly said:
“Humanity was caught napping
by coronavirus. But for climate
change, nobody can say we have
not been warned. And nobody
can say we are not now capable
of making the preparations.”

and shellfish Higher
temperature may also facilitate
the introduction of new patho-
gens, vectors, or hosts (food
chain). Without preventive
measures, deaths from vector-
borne diseases, currently over 7
lakh annually, may rise.

The transmission of infec-
tious diseases through vectors is
very complex, particularly when
humans or livestock are not the
only reservoir. But it is abund-
antly clear that the key elements

our
global warming continues
relentlessly. We have to accept
that heat is here to stay and will
only get worse. Hence we need
to understand how much heat
humans can tolerate. Scientists
believe that this range is 400 C
t0 500 C. But it depends on how
temperature  ~
acclimatized our
bodies are; on
whether the heat is
dry or wet -
accompanied by
high levels of mois-
ture (H20 vapour)
in the air, which
makes it more
unbearable, and,

in the of vector-
borne diseases include the ecol-
ogy and the behaviour of the
host, the ecology and behaviour
of the carrier, and the level of
immunity of the population. Pa-
thogens transmitted by vectors
are particularly sensitive to clim-
ate change because they spend a
good part of their
life cycle in a cold
blooded host in-
vertebrate whose
temperature is si-
milar to the envi-
ronment. So, a wa-
rmer climate facili-
tates favourable
conditions for the
survival and com-

of course, on the A r pletion of the life

condition we live JAvDEY cycle of the vector,

in. Weather and Bt going as far as to

climate hazards The writer Is a retired speed it up as in
RS offcer

affect our health
both directly and
indirectly, increasing the risk of

the case of mosq-
uitoes. It has been
observed that in warmer areas

ble for the transmission of both
viruses and bacteria. Rising tem-
perature accelerates the cycle
and of the development, pro-
duction of eggs, and the density
and distribution of their popula-
tion. It has already been estab-
lished that rise in temperature
could lead to change in the pop-
ulation of Ixodes ricinus, a vec-
tor of viral infections such as
ticks-borne encephalitis and
Lyme disease in Europe.

A mysterious chronic kid-
ney disease ~ CKDu ~ which is
characterised by progressive
loss of kidney function is usually
reported among those suffering
from diabetes, hypertension and
kidney inflammation. But scien-
tists have so far not been able to
pinpoint what causes CKDu.
Now researchers have estab-
lished that heat stress and dehy-
dration are the major driving
forces of this mysterious chronic
kidney disease.

Some people are more vul-
nerable than others to the effects
of climate change on health. In
fact, climate-sensitive health risks
are disproportionately felt by the
most vulnerable and disad-
vantaged, including women,
unborn babies, children, ethnic
minorities, poor communities,
migrants or displaced persons,
older populations, and those with
pre-existing medical conditions.

Climate change has been
described by the WHO as the
biggest threat to health in the
21st century -~ it affects our heal-

death, dise-
ases, the emergence and spread
of infectious diseases, and health
emergencies.

Since the 19th century, hu-
man activities have increased
greenhouse gases ~ predomi-
nantly carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide ~ in the Earth’s
atmosphere and have resulted in
global warming (greenhouse

Thus, the frog keeps on adjust-
ing with increase in tempera-
ture. But just when the water is
about to reach boiling point, the
frog is not able to adjust any-
‘more. At that point, the frog tries
to jump out of the vessel, but in
vain because the frog has lost all
its strength in adjusting with the
rising water temperature. Even-
tually, the frog is boiled alive.
The tale is often told as a meta-
phor for the inability or unwill-
ingness of people to react or to
be aware of the sinister threats
that arise gradually rather than
suddenly.

Global temperature has not
increased suddenly. It has chan-
ged gradually. Our situation is a
bit like the proverbial frog. The
syndrome teaches us that unlike
the frog, had we taken appropri-
ate decisions vis-a-vis timely ac-
tions we could have escaped the
fate faced by the frog. We are qu-
ite aware of the fact of gradual

& LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
S

effects). climate
shocks and growing stresses
such as changing temperature
and precipitation patterns, drou-

of

o
insects from larval form to adult
form increases and the time
required for maturation also
decreases.

Mosquitoes are now found
worldwide, except in regions
permanently covered by ice.
There are about 3,500 species of
mosquitoes, almost three quar-
ters of which are present in trop-
ical and sub-tropical wetlands.
Mosquitoes typical of temperate
regions have had to develop

trategies to survive the winter,

ghts, floods, and rising sea levels
degrade the environmental and
social determinants of physical
and mental health. All aspects of
health are effected by climate
change, from clean air, water
and soil to food systems and
livelihood. WHO data shows
around 2 billion people lack safe
drinking water and 600 million
suffer from food-borne illness
annually. Climate stressors heig-
hten water and food-borne dis-
ease risks. In 2020, around 700
million faced hunger, predomi-
nantly in Africa and Asia.

Floods not only have direct
effects but also increase the risk
of microbiological water pollu-
tion. Global warming affects
water heating and transmission
of water-borne pathogens. The
high sea surface temperature
and sea level rising may cause

editor@thestates

as well as pathogens that can be
transmitted. In tropical regions,
similarly, adaptation was need-
ed to survive at the time of prol-
onged drought.

However, in both cases,
these adaptive mechanisms
have also affected the reason-
ability of transmission. Global-
ly, in'2022, there were an esti-
mated 249 million malaria cases
and 608,000 deaths in 85 coun-
tries. The African Region carries
a disproportionately high share
of the global malaria burden.
Zika virus is primarily tra-
nsmitted by the bite of an infect-
ed mosquito from the Aedes
genus, mainly Ades aegypti, in
tropical and subtropical regions.
Recently, this virus has emerged
as a ‘public health emergency of
international concern’, accord-
ing to WHO. Ticks are responsi-
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th and ing in many ways.
It makes many existing diseases
and conditions worse. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment Report (AR6) con-
cluded that climate risks are
appearing faster and will
become more severe sooner
than previously expected, and it
will be harder to adapt with
increased global heating.
Research shows that around 3.6
billion people already live in
areas highly susceptible to cli-
mate change. Between 2030 and
2050, climate change is expected
to cause approximately 2.5 lakh
additional deaths per year, from
malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea
and heat stress alone.

We should remember some
hard facts: no one is safe from cli-
global heating

s not considered
safe, and every additional tenth
of a degree of warming will take a
serious toll on people’s lives and
health. To make the planet live-
able, it is also imperative that
every individual contributes to
safeguarding the present as well
as the generations to come from
the perils of climate change. As Al
Gore, the Nobel Peace Laureate,
said: “I cannot stand the thought
of leaving my children with a
degraded earth and a diminished
future.”
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New eldercare
hubs needed to
better serve
rural residents

hree elderly women from rural

areas now living in Beijing with

their children were chatting in

a corner of our community
square recently after finishing their
routine square dancing one evening.
“My salary is 600 yuan ($82.56) per
month,” I overheard one of the women
as saying. “So high!”, the other two
exclaimed. From their conversation, I
came to know that the second wo-
man'’s salary was 400 yuan a month
and the third’s a paltry 180 yuan. The
“salary” the women were talking
about, in fact, is the pension they get
from the rural social endowment
insurance fund since 2009.

Before 2009, rural residents were
not eligible for social insurance and, in
old age, they were largely dependent
on their children. Elderly couples in
rural areas who didn’t have any chil-
dren were shifted to old people’s hom-
es near their towns or counties where
they were taken care of.

To deal with the population aging
problem in rural areas and to help
farmers lead a better life, an endow-
ment insurance was established 15
years ago. The social insurance pro-
gram is open to all rural residents and
the pension amount it offers is much
lower than urban pension funds.

Under the present mechanism, a
person should deposit about 2,000-
6,000 yuan per year for 15 years to be

eligible to receive a pension of a few
hundred yuan a month after retire-
ment at the age of 60. One can choose
to pay in bulk. But since the insurance
program is operated on a provincial/
municipal basis, the insurance premi-
um and the pension amount one gets.
can differ greatly depending on the
development level of the provin-
ce/municipality and the percentage of
rural residents in the local population.

The average pension is about
1,400 yuan per month in Shanghai, 887
yuan in Beijing, 190 yuan in Guang-
dong province and 128 yuan in Sich-
uan province. Rural residents, espe-
cially those who have retired, are
happy with the insurance program.
The pension amount, though humble,
is enough to pay for food in rural areas,
especially since elderly people can
raise chickens and grow vegetables in
their courtyards. They can earn some
money also from the fruits that grow
on the trees. And if rural residents are
too old to till their land and harvest the
crops, they can lease out their plots
and orchards to other farmers to earn
some money.

Despite being beneficial, however,
the rural insurance program can't solve
all the problems, problems such as how
to deal with the rising number of elder-
ly residents in rural areas who need
financial support as well as eldercare.
Statistics from the seventh national cen-
sus in 2020 show that people aged
above 60 made up 23.81 percent of the
total rural population, 7.99 percentage
points more than in urban areas. Many
youths migrate from rural to urban
areas in search of better-paying jobs
and to lead a better life, leaving their
elderly parents and/or grandparents in
villages. Governments at different levels
have been taking measures to ensure
such elderly people receive proper care.
The Ministry of Civil Affairs, together
with 20 other ministries and institu-
tions, published the "Guidelines for
Speeding up the Development of Elder-
ly Care for Rural Residents".

According to the guidelines, by the
end of next year, all the 1,299 counties
in the country are expected to have at
least one support/service center for
helpless rural residents. There are
about 16,000 such centers with a total
of 1.68 million beds in China. More
such facilities are being built across
China to provide proper eldercare to
all those who need it.

Exploiting poor

SIR, It is clear from the mass
deaths as result of a stampede at
a satsang in Hathras that no les-
sons have been learnt from previ-
ous gatherings at religious events.
Lack of crowd management, cou-
pled with overcrowding, led to
the deadly stampede at the reli-
gious event. It was self-evident
that the organizers did not follow

up their schemes for ‘drawing
crowds’ with those for ‘managing
crowds’.

The tragedies of the kind in
Hathras and poverty are connect-
ed. Itis observable that poor peo-
ple go to spiritual centres and
prayer meetings in the hope of
getting some relief from suffering
and some comfort in the face of
the harsh realities of life.

Self-styled godmen often
take advantage of their poverty
and gullibility and build a large
following. Deified as god men
with ‘supernatural powers’, they
hold a sway over their followers.

In the Hathras incident, the
devotees were said to have been
trampled in the frenzied rush to
geta glimpse of Bhole Baba, greet

CHANGE STIFLED

SIR, In the aftermath of India winning the T20 World Cup title we have been absolutely delirious with joy.
Our woes about our scam-ridden education system, flagged by NEET and NET debacles seem to be
receding, as we glow over our victory in sports. This elation percolates down to the students in schools and
colleges, This reminds me of a passage that I read in the novella The English Teacher written by the cele-
brated author R K Narayan. The speaker is a disgruntled teacher who decries the educational system that
passes the buck by stating that lack of funds has led to the malfunctioning of schools. “Multiply your
expenses, and look to the Government for support, and sell your soul to the Government for the grant.
This is the history of our educational movement. And another thing. What a fuss they have learnt to make
of sports! As if colleges and schools were gymnasia, the main business of which is to turn out sturdy idiots.
When I think of all the pampering and sentimentality of sports and games!” ... “The main business of an
educational institution is to shape the mind and character and of course games have their value. Why wor-
ship sports, and the eleven stalwart idiots who bring in a shield or a cup? Itis all a curse, copying, copying,
copying, We could as well have been born monkeys to justify our powers of imitation.” RK Narayan
wrote The English Teacher in 1945. In the 21st century, change is being stifled by continuity, it seems.

Yours, etc., Sanjukta Dasgupta, Kolkata, 2 July.

him and collect some soil from
around his feet.

The tragedy exposed the
woefully inadequate health infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh; the
injured people who were taken to
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hospitals in mini-lorries instead
of ambulances did not receive
timely medical aid or treatment
for want of (or at least a dearth of)
doctors and nurses. Ensuring the
safety of people at all places and

at all times is a primary responsi-

bility of the government and it
should spare no effort to fulfil it.

Yours, etc., G.David Milton,

Maruthancode,

Tamil Nadu, 3 July.




