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CONTRAPUNTO

A Parliament is nothing less than a big
meeting of more or less idle people
WALTER BAGEHOT

When The Drama Ends

LS began with good political theatre. A tougher test
of its efficacy will come once legislative biz starts
Loksabha's proceedings, starting with the oath ceremony, were

loud. And clear. Voices carried. Rhetoric-tipped arrows flew.

Barbs found their targets. Quarrels over election of Speaker,
and debate around President’s address, have—almost reassuringly -
demonstrated the House is in raucous form. The theatrics were
almost entertainingandas integral toanopening session as, say, the
administering of oath.

Role play | If Rahul Gandhi hit the deck running, an aggressive
LoP with clarity of purpose, and BJP firmly in his sight, Modi in his
third term was campaignesque sharp, targeting Congress and
defending his govt. Powerful speeches from opposition politicians
and feisty counters from govt brass - mostly Union ministers spoke
- lit up the session expected to end today. The House will reconvene
around the third week of July when govt presents its Budget.
Parliament is the politician’s stage. Good theatrical performances
burnish politicalcredentials. As
things stand, opposition parties
have little to complain about - of
not getting a chance to speak, of
not being heard. Plenty was
said, including sloganeering
almost throughout PM’s speech
yesterday.

Toughact| For the coalition inoffice, legislative business will be
Modi-led govt's primary test- afirstfora PM wholed two BJP-majority
govts. For any new bill, or to carry forward bills pending from its
earlier tenure, it will need to haveally TDP and JDU on board. Even
in RS, it has work to do, given BJD has decided to not support BJP.
The onus is on Modi, around whom everything-NDA revolves.

No drama | The real test of the House will be in the business it
getsdone. Can Parliament holda robustdebate on NEET, which impacts
almost 3mn youngsters every year? And when - if - it does so, will it
be a war of words or outcome-oriented? Can the 18th LS have relevant
debates on jobs, on the extent and causes of underemployment?
Creaky infra in the world’s most populous country is a debilitating
factor for any development agenda - Parliament should focus on it.
And a sobering reminder came yesterday to MPs about real
questions they must ask - over 100 died in a stampede in a religious
event in UP's Hathras,

Online Won't Do

NEET should follow JEE test model that uses offline
computers & two-level examination

llegations that this year’s NEET-UG was a compromised affair

havebeen validated since CBI began probing the matter. That

irregularities have been reported from several states should
leave no one in doubt about terrible safety protocols followed by
National Testing Agency (NTA).

Format's the problem | It is all very well to make arrests, But
whatabout the very natureof the exam? To have 2.4mn students take it
inoffline modeonone singleday acrossIndia s, expertssay, a recipe
for trouble. By one reckoning, there are as many as 11 points of
human interface for paper- -based NEET. Thus, the potential for
leakageand i inahigh-staki ishuge.
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Shake Hands For The House

LS has started with fireworks. But this Parliament is tasked with greenlighting major changes like delimitation.
Treasury & opposition will have to talk, do backroom negotiations & arrive at workable solutions

Saurabh Todi and Shrikrishna Upadhyaya

Though it is early days,

majority midway through their 5-year term. The report
provides that a re-clection will be held in such cases,
followed by a shorter, less than 5-year term for the new

a stormy
session of the 18th
Lok Sabha is belying
expectations  that
national politics has
rentereda coalition phase that will bring consensus-
building, effective floor management, and backroom
parleys back to Parliament
BUL it is very important that the parliamentary

dzmocmrlc deliberation. That's the only way to lake
forward major
delimitation of constituencies, 33% women's reser-
vation and the proposed simultaneous elections to
Parliament and state legislatures. Ideally, the coalition
ph.asesuou]t.l alsoreform par].\amenw.ry pmmedmgs

toimp of our

ntlmllmhu | As per consramuunal prmnsmns
ion of Lok Sabha s to be
carried out on the basis of the first census comilmlud
after 2026. Today. on average, an MP from Uttar
Pradesh caters to about 3mn citizens, compared to
18mn by an MP from Tamil Nadu. Given the
disparity in population growth between northern
and southern states since the 1971 census, as per
iscurrently fre ion

is :e( toexert pressure on NDA govt.
ides todefer deli theexertise
pmvmpq an opportunity to redesign the structure of
Rajya Sabha to compensate states for the loss of Lok
and increase fi ion tostatesasa
bargaining measure. It remains to be seen what southern
and relatively developed states, such as Andhra Pradesh
(governed by BJP's key ally TDP), achieve in terms of

political bargaining.

Furthermore, constitutional amendments to enable
33% women’s reservation in Parliament and state
assemblies can take effect only after a delimitation
exercise is carried out. Delaying delimitation would
mean delaying a progressive reformas well.

Simultaneous polis | If NDA govt decides to implement

govtuntil general

Reducing the term of an elected legislature to less
than 5 years may not stand constitutional scrutiny. A
less intrusive alternative is to create a eycle of mid-term
elections for such legislatures, with arrangements to
enableaminority govt to continue until then.

Bibek Debroy and Kishore Desai, in their 2017
report for Niti Aayog, suggested holding elections in
2.5-year intervals, with general elections and half of
the states going to polls together and the other half
going to polls after 2.5 years.

S ‘(}n]yahaml-

through indirect election by elected members of local
bodies after abolishing teachers and graduates' constitu-
encies, similar to how MLAs elect Rajya Sabha members.
Imposing a constitutional mandate on states to conduct
elections to local bodies every 5 years is imperative. As a
result, inordinate delays in local body elections, including
inmajor citieslike Mumbai and Bengaluru, will becurtailed.

Research support for MPs | India needs to establish a
parliamentary research agency for its MPs, similar
to US's congressional research service, This PRA
should offer independent research and factual ana-
lysis to MPs, especially those from smaller regional
or single-person parties that are disadvantaged in
termsof financial and intellectual resources, to ade-
quately scrutinise bills.

Besides, Lok Sabha has a high turnover rate. In
the18th Lok Sabha, 51.5% of MPsare first-time parli-
amentarians. This was 49% in 2019 and 58% in 2014.
Alﬂlu\lgll many of the'ie first-time MPs mlght hav?

cein
llamentarian 's domain is quite broad, and pu]l(‘ieh
need in-depth study and scrutiny.

| Disr

have impacted parliamentary discourse over the last
. two decades. This, in turn, affects the quality and
£ depthof scrutiny that bills undergo, Rules of proce-
3 dureshould be amended to mandate that every bill
S intr in Parli par-

uumr:mm] 1 crutiny. Thiswo-

that amulti-party )

process away from the media glare before being passed
by Parliament. Mandating committee scrutiny for bills
mustals ]

Division of votes | Lastly,all bills voted upon in Parliament
should be decided by division of votes using automatic

ful of Indi: legislati
Sabha, these legislative councils have !mmed powers to
scrutinise legislation. In the absence of a counterbalan-
cing foree of legislative councils, the governing party in

not by voice vote. The current practice
of SEeakers dlsc[vhun in holding a division must be
abolished. Recording each vote will allow the public to
hold their MP accountable. An official record also allows

state assemblies enjoys complete
legislative process. Parliament must establish legislative
eouncils with powers equal to Rajya Sabha for all large
states with a threshold population of 5mn. Timing this

resear nd interpret policy
diversityof opinionwithin Parliament.

Impending legislative changes like increase in the
size of Parliamentand women's reservation providean

the Kovind Ci report r ions on  withRajy reformand fiscal excellent opportunity for ing .
‘One Nation One Election' and hold earlieriscrucial  concurrence. The writers are researchers at Takshashila Institution,
elections, a key roadblock is the fate of govts that lose Legislat; becarrie ¥ Bengaiuru

What Matters Is Not The Number, But The Safety Net

India’s growing economy is lifting families out of poverty but often onto a precarious perch. A single disaster can
push them right back. Policy, obsessed with counting the poor, ignores the question of helping ‘newly poor’

Sonalde Desai

Two decades ago, controversies
around the measurementof poverty in
National Sample Surveys set off what
became known as the Great Indian
Poverty Debate, We seem to have come
= full circle with new controversies
about poverty measurement, leading to the Great Indian
Poverty Debate 2. But is counting the exact number of
individuals whose incomes fall below the poverty line,
loeated around 21,900, as important as understanding
the nature of poverty decline and its implications for
social policy?
‘Some estimates based on Household Consumption

It's good that govt is consideringdoi v with offli defor
NEET. But this should not mean switching to ‘online’ exams. Rich
US, with its huge infra, cando it, wecan’t.

CBT way forward | What we need arecomputer-based tests, as is
' - the case for JEE - CBTs involve use of a

computer at a designated centre, but no

internet. But a simple switch to CBT won't

be enough. Most important in this context

are the credentials of exam centres.

k ) There have been cases of cheating and
- impersonation even in JEE.

Still, CBTs have evolved into a scientific discipline and there are
reputed companies in the business. IIMs have used the services of
suchentitiesto conduct afair CAT for years. There isnoreason NTA
cannot do the same.

Tech, ownership are key | Several other changes will be
needed. Proper useof technology forsafety protocolsand ensuring
examinees answer a random set of questions drawn fromabank is
one. Thequestion of ownership isanother. For instance, while JEE
Main conducted by NTA has seen glitches, JEE Advanced, in which
IITs are involved, hasn’t. So, it seems like a good idea to conduct a
screening testfor NEET and a second one for selected candidates in
which medical institutions are involved. Most importantly, the
practice of conducting NEET only once a year must be done away
with. Giving examinees more than one chance will lower their
stresslevels.

Atlantis revisited

A thousand years from now archaeologists might
find evidence of a repeatedly sunken civilisation
Jug Suraiya

Two archaeologists, Prof Indiana and Prof Jones, in a
museum full of ancient manuscripts, fossils, and crumbling
statuary. A digital calendar on the wall reads July 3, 3024.

Prof Indiana peers through a microscope at a preserved
fragment on which the letters TOLcan be faintly discerned.

Indiana: There's nodoubt about it, Jones. This conclusively
proves that there really was a long-lost civilisation which was like the fabled
continentof Atlantis,

Jones: That’s amazing, Indiana. For thousands of years historians have
believed that the sunken continent of Atlantis, which was first written about
by Platoin 360 BCE, was an allegorical myth.

Indiana: Plato’s Atlantis might have been a myth invented by him to

sof pride ink Butitseems
there was a real-life Atlantis that got submerged in water not just

Survey (HCES) place poverty under 5%.
Newly collected Wave 3 of India Human Development
Survey (THDS) places it at about 8.5% . HOES probably
underestimates poverty due to a change in
methodology. while IHDS probably overestimates
poverty due to its reliance on an older sampling frame
that omits newly growing peri-urban areas. However,
both suggest that poverty is declining. The
multidimensional poverty index released by Niti
Aayog also documents improvements in
conditions under which households live.

But due to an obsession with estimating the exact
number of individuals in poverty, implications of this

theprovisionof netsare ignored.

India’s approach tosocial protection was developed
when most of its population was impoverished. Unequal
access to productive resources such as infra, land and
education led to endemic poverty among some sections
of the society (such as 8Cs and $Ts)and in some areas
(such as poorest districts like Dahod, Gadchiroli, and
Dhubri). Hence, the primary focus was on designating
the poorest sections of society as BPL and providing
them various benefits, including food grains.

Astheeconomy grows, it presents both opportunities

he

and challenges. Poor rural residents find work as
skilled masons, and urban slum-dwellers become
drivers for delivery services. While this is a step out of
abject poverty, italso places them on a precarious perch
‘where a single accident, natural disaster, or epidemic
could push them back into poverty.

THDS, organised by National Council of Applied
Economic Research and University of Maryland, followed
more than 40,000 households between 2004 and 2024. Its
results suggest that poverty decline is closely coupled
with increasing vulnerability.
Between 2004-05and 2011-12, of
the total 22.4% who were poor,
8.5% werenewly poor:

That is, if BPL cards were
given based on poverty in 2004-05,
they would miss out on nearly
40% of the individuals who were
poor in 2012, This proportion
grew between 201112 and 202224,
although overall poverty declined.
Of the 8.5% poor in 2022-24, 5.3%
are newly poor, reflecting adecline
in chronic poverty and growth in
transient poverty.

Whereas accidents of birth largely
shaped the fortunes of Indian citizens %
in the 20th century, the 2lst century has seen a rising
importance of accidents of life. The challenge is that
‘we cannoteasily predict this descent intodisaster While
the death of a wage earner brings debt and misery to
one widow, the other may be able to get a loan from a
‘bank to set upa small shed for raising pigs and support
herself, yetanother may haveason whois grownupand
can helphis mother.

Our public discourse must acknowledge and
celebrate movement out of poverty, but it must also
recognise the precarity of this achievement and work
towards building safety nets that protect against

unforeseen disasters. This involves developing social
policies that provide risk insurance and strengthening
institutions that can be mobilised todeliver assistance
when needed.

Liness and death pose tremendous risks for

ence, public

health services and building an efficient health
insurance programme are critical. Present programmes
such as Ayushman Bharat cover only hospital
expenditures, which can easily lead to escalating public
expenditures as individuals
who can be treated in
outpatient clinics resort to
hospitalisation because they
Tack the funds to pay OPD fees.

Dealing with emergencies

also requires building sustai-
nable institutions. During the
pandemic, PDS ensured that
grains could be distributed
despite price rises and transpor-
tation challenges, This helped
avert hunger and starvation while
highlighting the exclusion of
migrants who did not have proof of
residence, giving impetus to setting
= up the One Nation, One Ration Card
programme. Similarly, immediate cash needs
during flooding or other disasters can be met through
an infusion of funds if we have access to registries that
link people’s current residential locations with their
bank accounts.

We must move past the futile debate about estimating
the exact number of poor individuals and accept that
poverty is declining, requiring re-envisioning of our
soclal protection programmes to ensure we don't fail
those whoneed help the most.

Thewriter is Professor at National Council of Applied Econoric
Research & Maryland

Calvin & Hobhes

JLL BET HE'S AT WIS

WHERES CALNIN® DIDNT
WE COME BACK FROM
THE DRINKING FOUNTAIN P

Sacredspace

FIVE YEARS UNTIL RETIREMENT|
FINE YEARS UNTIL RETIREMENT

R —

Loving means
beingopento
miracles, to
victories and
defeats, to
everything that happens each
day that was given us to walk
upon the face of the Earth.
Paulo Coelho

Why Team India’s World Cup W|n Is SpeC|aI

By invitation: Anant Goenka

culture where players of ife

was afabulous moment for India, for

cricket. For me, what makes the win
specialisthatinaneraof bullies, the
niceguys have won.

Rohit Sharmaand Rahul Dravid
both have been gentlemen thmllgh and

I ndia becoming T20 world champions

being ‘touched out"even if the referee
didn’tnotice,

In industry, compare the public
personaof startup founders today to that
of the earlier corporate founders in India.

Andthisis wl lmt scaresmeabout the
generalrhetoric I hear: Indian

‘The world's must hallowed
institut: ndalotof

votersafterthis unique ‘Everyone'sa
winner' election result. For the voter,
it'snot somuch that evervone won, and

‘more on the Steve Jobs of the world,
rather: tlmn the very cultured public

through. Rohit never

iving

(3¥2) ) once, but repeatedly:
Jones: Golly, that really is fantastie. A place that

overandover, only to bob uplikea performing porpoise ina water park'

G Indiana: What's even more astonishing is

oo that this Atlantis lookalike considered itself to

second opinion be an advanced clvilisation that sent spaceralt

1 b surgery

Jones: No kidding. So how come it couldn Iprewnr itself fromsinkinginto
water timeafter time?

Indiana: That’s the great mystery that no one can solve. Nn one can Ilgure

inth all th e
thrown athim. Andhe led ina way
that's natural to him: beingaleader, a
team player, a buddy in the locker room
Dravid,

rporations like Tata, Bajaj and Birla.
In politics. young Republicans
are more enamoured by the "

behaviour. He's now the Dronacharya

of winningwithout
finding victory without vehemence.
Today, in every field, we aspire to be
hyi

out why a seciety that could devise called IPL,
intricacies of which continue to baffle scien Elll today, Lalﬂdn tdevise the
means to prevent itself from sinking annually, and always at this particular
time of the year.

Jones: Do you think it might have some sort of mystical significance?

Indiana: It might well have had. Like the unfathomable workingsof kismet
andkarmic consequence

Jones: I guess you're right. No one will mmr}mnw why a place called Dilli
would, year after year, named the monsoon

intalerant bullies. It's notonly accepted,

but proactively encouraged. In sports,
the bragh football cult itshigh

rhcmnmm c]\argcd ol
S onald S5
Trump thnnnf«hmarm -
ed George
W Bush.
‘Whether in sports,

politics,or industry, the
world today is telling us that it's easier
towin if you are an insensitive,

collision sports quotient on thefield,
argumentative players, angry team
S it

¥ 1 ical bully. The
gentle but unyielding courage of

ryone’s happy with theresults.
The takeaway is a far more blinkered,
self-centred view: ‘The other side has
Tost, and so'm happy!”
1fear thatasa society, we're headed
down this acerbic, forever-aggressive
rabbit hole. And wl(hnu[

urgent int we

emphasison developing convictions —
alwaysa wonderful skill - but much less
onliving and thriving withdifferent
ideas. So we are taught to win arguments,
but we aren’t taught to have empathy for
someone else’s truth.

[t'salways admirable tofight for the
“Truth’, but holding on to dogmas, either
liberalorconservativeones,and otherising

ingof eithersi
It

s
willfind ourselves in the
dysfunctionally polarised
mess that America isin
today. Sonomaiter which

Think back, inany setting of any scale,
in yourown personal life, the number of
times you have witnessed the imperative of
winninganargument trump thelarger

THE SPEAKING YREE side of the polit m

you identify yourself wlth
together weshould try to make ‘empathy’
greatagain.
Asreaders, we must recognise - for
instance - the trauma of a migrant in
ch for a safehome, and

Gandhul thei :deaql

from
the stands - is much more attractive
than, say, the gentlemanly kabaddi

aluing; orof
with oneself for the greatergood of
soclety rather thansearching for

alsothefearof thosewhoare forcedto

offer their neighbourhood toforeigners.

Thisappliesequally toliberals s it

After watching last week's US
presidential debate, we desperately
needed anice guy to win somewhere in
the world, to believe that decency can
alsodeliver.

Whichis why last weekend's cricket
win issoextra special, The gentlemen won,

The writer is executive director; Indian
Express
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Makingamark

Rahul sets the tone for Opposition

OME of Rahul Gandhi's searing remarks
aimedatthe Bharatiya Janata Party, made dur-
ing his maiden speech as the Leader of the
position (LoP) in the Lok Sabha, have been
expunged. Truth is truth, he retorted, ‘I said
what IThad to say, that is the truth.’ Animated speeches
and acrimonious exchanges are part and parcel of par-
liamentary proceedings. A discernible change in the
inaugural session of the 18th Lok Sabha is the Opposi-
tion's new-found confidence. Numerically strong after
10 years and finally with an LoP, the leaders seemdeter-
mined to exhibit a sense of purpose and make it a stage
of equals. It's too early to form opinions, but the first
few sittings have been a far ery from the days when the
Opposition voices would get drowned in the cacophon-
ic domination of the Treasury Benches.

Inhis counterstrike, the Prime Minister said the Con-
gress got 99 out of 543 seats, not out of 100, questioning
its aggressive mode in Parliament. To Rahul Gandhi's
credit, hehas set the tone for the Opposition. Heand oth-
ers in the INDIA bloe may well pat themselves on the
back for having made a mark. An Opposition speaking
truth to power and picking up holes in pdlicies infuses
much-needed vigour in the quest for accountability in
governance. A caveat persists. Facts are sacrosanct.
Oppose, for sure, but only when backed by evidence and
research, not hearsay. Else, the best of presentations can
get reduced to an exercise in self-indulgence

Bestrong, do not fear — that’s been the recurring
theme in the Opposition ranks after the energising
election results. When any of them has an iota of self-
doubt, they must always remember who they have in
their corner — the redoubtable, feisty Mahua Moitra
is a force to reckon with.

Manufacturing push
Spurred by highest job creationin 19 years

[HE resurgence of India's manufacturing

sector in June, as reflected by the HSBC

IndiaManufacturing Purchasing Managers’

Index{PMI)rising to 58.3 from May's 57.5,is

a testament to the robust demand driving
the economy forward. This uptick underscores the
resilience and potential of India, which remains the
fastest-growing major economy globally. The PMI data
indicates a vigorous expansion in manufacturing activ-
ities, bolstered by domestic demand and sustained gov-
ernment spending on infrastructure. The manufactur-
ing sector ended the June quarter on a stronger footing
as new orders and output drove the PMI to nearly five
points above its long-term average. Despite a slight dip
in the future cutput index to a three-month low, it
remains above historical norms, suggesting continued
optimism in the sectar.

One of the standout aspects of the latest PMI
report is the record pace of job creation. Hiring
surged for the fourth consecutive month, reaching
the highest rate since the survey began in 2005. This
igacrucial development for the ruling BJP, which has
faced political challenges, including a loss of parlia-
mentary majority. The increase in manufacturing
Jjobs could offer relief to the party. Emphasiging the
government's role in furthering this growth trajecto-
1y, the positive performance of the manufacturing
sector is likely to be a focal point in Nirmala Sithara-
man's upcoming Budget.

However, the sector's growth comes amid persistent
inflationary pressures. While input cost inflation slight-
Iy moderated in June, prices charged to customers rose
at the fastest pacein two years. Thisindicates thatman-
ufacturers were able to pass on higher costs to con-
sumers, leveraging the strong demand tomaintain prof-
it margins. However, inflation is expected to average
around the Reserve Bank of India’s target of four per
cent, with a leeway of two percentage points on either
side, providing some stability.

OPINION
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Bring big-ticket items into the GST net

There is no getting away from the fact that it istime to camy out rationalisation of the rate structure

————
SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST

the Goods
and  Services
Tax (GST) was
launched seven
vears ago, on
July 1, 2017, there were many
fears over its implementation
The decision to go ahead with
the launch was considered reck-
less, given that the country was
barely recovering from the chaos
of demonetisation the year
before. There were dire predic-
tions by economists and tax
experts that the tax would failin
its aim as the country was not
‘ready’ for #t. It was then
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
who took the call to introduce
the tax without any further
delay. This proved to be the wis-
est move, as it would have tak-
en an inordinately long time
for the stakeholders in the
economy to be fully prepared
for the development.

It must be recalled that the
concept of the one-point tax had
already been deliberated on for
about 18 years. The idea of
replacing the innumerable indi-
rect Central and state taxes with
a single levy had been mooted
way back in 1999 at the time of
the Vajpayee government. The
proposal emanated from the
Vijay Kelkar task force, which
recommended a unified tax sys-
tem to simplify compliance and
promote economic integration.
There were also studies showing
that the countries that had
adopted this system benefited in
terms of impmoved efficdency
and enhanced economic growth,

An empowered committes of
state Finance Ministers was set
upin 2000, which was headed by
then West Bengal Finance Min-

SCOPE: There is much that can be done to improve the implemertation of the GST. smoox

the forerunner of the present
GST Council, which represents
all states to ensure that revenue
issues are considered by the
Centre and the states in a con-
sensual manner Itwasthis com-
mittee that prepared the first
draft of the Bill and carried out
complex negotiations tobringall
states on board. The process
took nearly two decades, but
there remained hesitation over
the launcheven after broad con-
sensus was achieved in 2016,

One reason was the complexity
brought intothe original concept
of a single-point tax This
stemmed from the states’ wor-
ries over losing revenues from
the existing taxes. The result
was a multi-layered system that
is still in operation. So, there is
an integrated GST levied on the
inter-state movement of goods
along with Central, state and
union territory GSTs. Plus, there
are four tax slabs, ranging from
five to 28 per cent.

ot only that, states insisted on
keeping the two biggest cash
cows in revenue terms out of the
purview of the GST That is,
petroleum and aleohol. The
biggest concern at the time of the
launch was whether the states
wotld be able to managewith the

The original concept
ofasingle-pointlevy
will remain
unachievable unless
large segments of
the economy are
brought under
its purview.

resources mobilised through the
new indirect tax All these fears
have now been shown tobe com-
pletely misplaced. In fact, rev-
enuemobilisation has soared far
beyond expectations. The latest
datashows that GST collections
touched Rs 1.74 lakh crore in
June, compared to the average
monthly inflow of about
Rs 90,000 crore in the first year
of its implementation. In addi-
tion, a Reserve Bank of India
study has shown the states’
share of own revenues has risen

in the last two years compared
to the pre-GST era.

This means that the states may
be able to manage without rely-

also been proven groundless as
studies now show that 60 per
cent of consumption items face
the lowest tax slab of five per
cent or nil tax. On the other
hand, only three per cent of con-
sumption items face the heavi-
est tax of 28 per cent.

Yet, there is no getting away
from the fact that it is time to car-
ry out rationalisation of the GST
rate structure. The original con-
cept of a single-point levy may
not be achievable immediately,
but the tax slabs need to be
reduced to achieve more simplic-
ity in the long run.

The othercritical step needed is
10 bring big-ticket items into the
GST net. This includes petmle-
um, though electricity and land
are now also being mentioned for
inclusion. As a first step, petrole-
‘um products like aviation turbine
fuel and natural gas could be
brought underthe purview of the
GST. though it is also high time
for the indusion of petrol and
diesel. Aleoholisdifficulttotouch

ing further on the cc n

asit sitive commod-

mechanism built into the GST
framework at the outset. It was
initially meant to be for five
years, but it has now been
extended as a result of Covid-19
1ill 2026. In case revenue buoy-
ancy continues, it may be possi-
ble to fnally end this provision.

Overall, there have undoubt-
edly been many hiccups in the
implementation, especially in
reducing red tape and simpli fy-
ing procedures, But the GST
Council, in which all states are
represented, meets regularly to
iron out problems and carries
out firefighting wherever need-
ed. The initial problem was to
bring small and tiny businesses
into the GST network by intro-
ducing computerisation. The
disruptive effect on the small
industry was tremendous, to the
extent that the GST was reviled
as being destructive toit. On the
contrary, it has ended up bring-
ing lakhs of small enterprises
intothe digital economy:

A major fear was that the GST
would create a highertax burden
for the common man. This has

ity for states. Taxation from this
sector brings considerable rev-
enues, but it will also have to be
roped into the GST net sooner
rather than later

In its recent mesting, the GST
Council took some business-
friendly measures to help micro
and small enterprises by giving
amnesty on legacy disputes and
raising the ceiling for appeals on
disputes. The need for a GST
appellate tribunal is similady
being felt, as appealson disputes
need to be dealt with rapidly.

Thereis much that can be done
to improve the implementation
ofthe GST, and thisincludes fur-
ther simplification of procedures
and rationalisation of rates. Yet,
the original concept of a sinple-
‘point levy will remain unachiev-
able unless large segments of
the economy; like petroleum, are
brought under its purview. The
Centre has to take the initiative,
but the states also need to adopt
a rational and long-term view so
that the GST can fulfil its
avowed objective of speeding up

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Victory and defeat-1I

ASthereis atendency in samequartersto do exactly that with regard
tothe result of the last meeting of the AllIndia Congress Cammittee
ideredit ourduty d anote ofwarn-
ing — interpret that result interms ofthevictory of ane party andthe
defeat of another — it is worth while examining the several resalu-
tions passed by the Committee to show how misleading such inter-
pretation is apt to be. Let usbegin with the first and most important
of the four resolutions — that relating to khaddar. The resdution, as
it onginally stood, not only called upon all members of the various
Congress arganisations, except when disabled by sickness or pre-
vented by continuous travelling, regularly to spin for at least halfan
hour every day and to send to the Secretary of the AllkIndia Khadi
Board two thousand yards of even and well-twisted yam every
menth byaparticular date, butlaid down that any member failing to
sendyam by the prescribed date shall bedeemed to havevacated his
office Now the Last part of the resolution, which was undoubtedly its
must objertionable par i ich thy i 1 chiefly
directed theirattack, was eventually deleted, though notuntil the res-
alution with this clause had already been formally carried: and so far
the Swarajists must be said to have gained their point. But although
its most offensive part is gone, the resolution itself remains, and its
formshows thatitis moreinthe nature of acommand than anything.
else. What it says in so manywuords is that every member of a Con-
gress organisation shall regulary spin for at least half an hour every
day and shall send the preseribed quantity of yam to the Secretary,
All-India Khadi Board, by the prescribed date.

against

ister Asim Dasgupta. This was

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

The new India will create one tax, one market and for one nation. —Ann pitey

American hotels and
Indian hospitality

NDIANS are used to certain perks. The moment we land in

ahotel, halfa dozen attendants are up and about. Someone

opens the door of the taxi for us, someone unloads our lug-
gage, someone leads us to the reception desk. Once the regis-
tration is complete, we simply head to our room. The luggage
will arrive on its own. Weare used tosuch royal treatment!

We have nosuchluck in the US. Onee the registration is com-
plete, the receptionist sums it up: “You are all set. Here's your
access card. The elevator is to the left” There is no room to
protest and say: ‘Sir, are you serious? Do you know Lam com-
ing from India after a 20-hour flight? Tam carrying two huge
suitcases. Plus, I have carry-on baggage and a backpack. You
expect me to carry them to the sixth-floor room? There is no
one tohear therant. We want to vent out our frustration, ‘Hel-
1071s here? Any ‘hotel-boys, hou i
staff?” All we hearis silence amidst the yellow ambient light-
ing and the piped music in the background. You can huffand
puffyour way fo the sixth-floor room.

These days, whether it is India or the US, there isa stan-
dardisation as far as entry into hotel rooms is concerned.
It is an access card-based entry — no fiddling around
with a lock-and-key anymore. In its ideal essence, the
method is simple — we tap the card against the door, the
doar clicks, and lets us in

Call it Murphy’s law, but sometimes, try as we might,
there is no response. We hold the card this way, the other
way, rub it viclently against the doox but it stays dead. After
half-hour of absolute futility, we run down to the reception,
‘Sorry about that. The access card had timed out. Let me
issue a new card. You should now be fine!” says the recep-
tionist, salving the problem,

In the hotel room, the first thing that comes to mind is
themost crucial: howdo we get coffee tomorrow morning?
To answer our fervent call, the eye catches a coffeemaker
in the room. There are multiple items stacked around it —
cups, coffee powder, sugar sachets; a ‘creamer’ and, final-
1y, a wooden stirrer,

For the next hour, we feel like Thomas Edison
erouched over hislight bulb. How do we put these ingre-
dients together to get that blessed cup of coffee? After
immense toil, there is eventually coffee. The anti-climax
cannot be putinto words. The concoction is bitter tothe
core, 50 far from the Indian filter coffee we are used to!

How much we miss India! It would take just one
phone call at 5.30 am to contact ‘room service'. ‘Can I
have two cups of strong filter coffee immediately? And
if possible, some munchies also to go with it?” And once
we put the phone down, we hear the footsteps and a
gentle tap on the door, ‘Sir, coffee!’

LETTERS HE EDITOR

Embrace new criminal laws
With reference to the editorial ‘New criminal
laws’; keeping in mind that the three con-
tentious farm laws were eventually repealed,
the Opposition is likely to push for the scrap-
ping ofthe fresh criminal Laws, too. The repeal
of the agricultural laws stymied much-needed
reforms in the sector. Tt remains to be seen if
the prowers gained anything frem their
repeal Hopefully, the new criminal codes will
not be done away with despite the growing
political pressure. After all, only eriminals will
benefit if the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharativa Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita and
Bharativa Sakshya Adhiniyam are thrown
out, If the statutes have some shortcomings,
they should be addressed through dialogue.
WG CDR GL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

Rahul's conduct disrespectful
Apropos of the report ‘Rahul takes “not Hin-
dus” dig at BJP in Parl, PM calls it attack on
community’;the Congress leader’s remarks
are despicable. Also, displaying pictures of
Lord Shiva, Guru Nanak and ot her deities in
the House during a political back-and-forth
is a disrespect to them. Gods held a special
place in the hearts of their devotees; they
must not be dragged into pelitics. What the
Leader of Opposition (LoP) did was not only
disrespectful but also aviolation of the rules
Strict action should be taken against him.
TARUSHA, KAPURTHALA

LoP’s remarks uncalled for
Refertathe news story ‘Rahul takes*“not Hin-
dus” dig at BJP in Parl, PM calls it attack an
community’; the Leader of Opposition’s
comments attacking the BJP in the Lok Sab-
ha are proof that he lacks maturity. His tirade
sounded like hewas addressing acrowd gath-
ered ata political mlly and not Members of the
House. With his criticism of the ruling party,
he has lost another opportunity to present
himself as a senior leader who can be taken
seriously. Having said that, the BIPled gov-
emment needs to do alot of soul-searching,
‘SHAM MURARI SHARMA, CHANDIGARH

Modi has failed NEET aspirants
It is disappointing that PM Narendra Modi
did not discuss the alleged irregularitiesin

the NEET-UG exam or the last-minute post-
ponement of the NEET-PG in the latest
episode of his ‘Mann ki Baat' show. His
failure to address the matter will send a
wrong signal to the student community.
Modi should have seized the oppartunity to
consale the disheartened aspirants and
assure them that their grievances would be
looked into. The youth are the future of our
nation. Their concerns must not be left
unheard, More needs to be dane to prevent
a repeat of the NEET fiasco.

SUNIL CHOPRA, LUDHIANA

Biden still fit to lead US
With reference to the article ‘Biden’s debate
fiasco deals a blow to his campaign’; the
incumbent's poor showing on the big stage
has raised doubts about his ability to lead
Unfortunately, our focus has been shifted from
the achievements of his administration to his
advanced age. Americans must lock at the
larger picture and not be distracted by wide-
spread concems over Biden's health. Make no
mistake, the 81-year-cld isfit to be at the helm
of affairs for another four years. The fact that
Biden himself conceded at the recent rally in
Raleigh that his debate performance was not
upto the mark shows that he is sel f-aware and
believes in being honest with the electorate.
He still has a fighting chance to beat Trump.
JATINDER SINGH, BY MAIL

Need new Democratic candidate
Apropos of ‘Biden’s debate flasco deals a
blow to his campaign’; the article has right-
Iy highlighted the consequences of Joe
Biden's shaky debate performance for US
palitics and the world alike, The President’s
faltering speech, lack of clarity and inabili-
ty to string his thoughts together have
sparked fresh concerns about his health
Despite having a number of achievements
under his belt, Biden has shot himself inthe
font by seeking an early debate and failing
to perform in it. Many commentators have
rightlynoted that Biden., if re-elected, would
be 86 years old by the end of his second
term. The Democrats must understand the
urgency of the matter and find an alterna-
tive candidate soon.

DILPREET KAUR, CHANDIGARH

Letters to the Editor typedin double space, should not exceed the 200word lmit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mail te: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Statistical forecasting is futile beyond a point

ATANU BISWAS
PROFESSOR, INDIAN STATISTICAL
INSTITUTE, KOLKATA

VERY year on
March 8, Interna-
tional  Womers
Day, the wordd rou-
tinely recalls severe
eenderdisparitiesin sodeties.
The prevailing gender gap is
also under serutiny when the
World  Economic  Forum
(WEF) releases its annual
report on the Global Gender
Gap Index A few days ago.
the 2024 index was revealed,

The WEF calculates the
index using predetermined
procedures pertaining to sev-
eral facets of lifestyle as well as
a fewwpreset mensures, Tn 2006,
the Gender Gap Indexencom-
passed 115 countries, repre-
senting over 80 per cent of the
warld's population. By 2024,
the index would have expand-
edto cover 146 countries.

How is such an index value
read? For every given index, a
wvalue of ‘1" denoctes the
ahsence of any gender differ-
encein that regard, whereas a
value of I denotes the most
extreme possible disparity. A
highervalue corresponds o a
smaller disparity:  Notably,
these indices highlightthe dis-
parities in the achievements of
men and women in a given

society, regardless of the
opportunities that society may
present, rather than the gener-
al level of economy, education,
health or political stability of
the society Itis notabways true
that indices representing
highly developed nations
have larger values. For
instance, the US ranks 43rd,
with an overall 747 per cent
scareof gender difference. Itis
far lowerthan thatof countries
likke Namibia (80.5 per cent)
and Nicaragua(81.1 per cenf).

In which direction is the
gender gap moving world-
wide? Of the sample of 146
countriesincluded inthe 2024
report, 50.1 per cent reported
overall score rises, 6.1per cent
indicated no change in score
and the others reported score
decreases. Seven European
economies are among the top
10, along with New Zealand
franked fourth), Nicaragua
franked sixth), and Namibia
(eighth). Importantly, no
nation has yet attained com-
plete gender parity. Iceland
has dosed 93.4 per cent of the
gender gap, making it the
country closest to achieving
gender parity. Its the only
country to achieve a score
abave 80 per cent. Eight more
nations have dased theirgen-
der gap by B0percent ormore.

How about India? Well, we
are approximately two-thirds
of the way towards dlosing the
gendergap, with a4 1 percent
score in 2024. India is ranked
129th overall, slightly behind
where it was a year ago (127th).

Four pillars or dimensions
areused to generate the Glob-

al Gender Gap Tndex. They
are: economic participation
and epportunity, educational
attainment, health and sur-
vival and political empower-
ment. India's scores accord-
ing to the other three indices
are not great even if the coun-
try does pretty well in the
political empowerment crite-
rion (65th rank), according to
the WEF report.

But how efficient are those
kinds of specific measures?
Well, any indicator pertaining
to inequality, hunger, democ-
racy, ete. may inevitably give
rise to disputes and the accu-
racy of its particular conclu-
sions is frequently called into
question. Undoubtedly, there
are a number of significant
inherent problems with most
of these indices, including
the validity of the methodalo-
gy and the nature and aceura-
ey ofthe data,

THE UNKNOWN: As per reports, full gender parity is estimated to be achieved in 134 years. as

Itis exceedingly
challenging to
forecast social shifts
and technological
advancements in
the moderate-to-
distant future.

Forexample, the Global Gen-
der Gap Repart finds that 96
per cent of the gender gap in
global health and survival, 949
per cent of the gap in educa
tional attainment, 65 per cent
ofthe gapin economic partic-
pation and 22.5 per cent of the
gender gapin political empow-
ement have been closed. The
overall index is the weighted
average of these four with
equal weights. These four pil-
lars, together with their sub-
divisions, are undoubtedly not
the optimalchaices. Theremay
e other important aspects of
Tifestylethat represent the gen-
der gap, one may argue. And
why are the weights of these
four pillars precisely equal,
~which seems rather arbitrary?

And what about the quality
of the data, which is gathered
from many soures across
nations? How relisble and
acctirate is the data as itis pro-

vided "as is, as available” and
“without warranty of any kind,
either express or implied,
including, without limitation,
warranties of merchantability,
fitness fora particular purpose
and nordnfringement!  as
acknowledged by the WEF?

The WEF report has a
humorous element, in my
opinion,as well The WEF typ-
ically projects when it will be
possible to eliminate the gen-
der gap worldwide. For
instance, basedon the current
progress rates, the estimated
timeframe for achieving full
pender parity is 134 years,
which translates to around
five generations beyond the
2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG) objective.

Well, how good is that predic-
tion? T believe it to be, at the
veryleast, a misinterpretation
of statistics. It should be
almost impossible to predict
what will happen in 134 years
hased ondata from 2006-2024!
In 2018, the WEF report pre-
dicted that the world would
take another 108 years to close
the overall gender gap across
the 106 countries covered
since2006. We observethat the
anticipated time interval has
grown by an additional 26
vears affer six years!

Keep in mind that such sta-
tistical forecasting makes
sense within a reasonable lim-
it beyond the data range Take
an example from a different
scenario. As demonstrated by
the 1986 catastrophe of the US
space shuttle Challenger,
which broke apart T3 seconds
into its launch and killed all

seven crew members aboard,
statistical forecasting is use-
Jess beyond a certain point.
The failure of the primary and
secondary redundant O-ring
seals in a joint in the shuttle's
right solid rocket booster was
determined by retmspective
investigations to be the reason
for the accident. The Rubber
O-rings’ capaity to seal joints
was diminished due to stiff-
ness caused by the record-low
temperature on the moming
of the launch, which was 31F
outside. For any of the 23 pre-
vious launches (prior to the
Challengeraccident), 33°Fwas
the lowest temperature
recorded. Thus, the Chal-
Jenger was launched ata tem-
perature that was much out-
side of the data range, a fully
uncharted territory where pre-
dictions eould  oceasionally
become meaningless

In actuality, even for fiction
writers, it is exceedingly chal-
lengingto forecast social shifts
and technological advance
ments in the moderate-to-dis-
tant future. Furthermore, we
must never forget that ded-
sion-makers, extraordinary
social reformers and other
stakeholders can always expe-
dite this process in order to
attain gender equality ahead of
schedule. None can predict
when a society will get a figure
like Raja Rammohan Roy or
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
Kemul  Ataturk, Besum
Rokeya or Jyotimo Phule,
despite the fact that the two
‘halves of the sky differ greatly
in brightness and in nature
across nations,

Bangladeshs Awami Leagueno longera party of the people

 MAHFUZ ANAM
EDITOR, THE DAILY STAR

HE history of the

Awami League

(AL)—which stast-

ed off as the Awa-

miMuslimLeague
{AML)—at75 can be encapst-
lated under three headings
the AL at hirth, the AL under
Bangabandhu's  leadership
and the AL with Sheikh Hasi-
na at the helm, From its birth
in 1948 to our liberation in
1971, the AL can be credited
with being either the authorof
or the main mover and partic-
ipant inall democraticand cul-
tural movements working to
strengthen the demand for
therights of the Bangalees in
Fast Pakistan. No other party
can daim to have singularly

AML was the biggest and
most active partner, getting
143 seats as the party and 228
seats as a part of the Jukta
Frontout of a total of 308 seats
The 1954 election proved
thatthere was a fardeeper sig-
nificance of the AML's hirth
than many people realised
then and even now: It has not
been studied in depth, and its
significance has not been ful-
Iy evaluated in subsequent
research and books. Ttwas the
beginning of the disillusion-
ment with the ideclogy of
Pakistan; it was the start of
questioning as to whether reli-
pion could be the only founda-
tion of a newly formed state: it
presented evidence that peo-
pe lost confidence in the
founding party of Pakistan,
the Muslim League, which
never recovered later, except
under military tutelage.
Almost all leaders who
formed the new party were
integral parts of the Pakistan
movement. So, why after sue-
ceeding to carve out Pak-
istan, would these leaders

T5YEAR PARTY: Sheikh Hasina has been leading the AL for the past 43 years. Fm

palees, who constituted the
majority of the new country’s
population, found their eco-
nomic rights and cultural her-
itage ignored and their lan-
guage, Bangla, denied the
status of a state language. In
fact, the death of the new
country was signalled by the
very man who founded it,
Quaid-e-Azam  Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, when he declared

Money and muscle

‘his meteoric rise, who had the
privilegeto hear his mesmeris-
ing speeches and saw firsthand
how he unified the Bangalees,
felt in our hearts that finally we
‘had a leader who could realise
the dream of our freedom.
The victory in the 1970 gen-
eral election. under Banga-
‘bandhu's leadership, was the
AL‘s biggest, most sweeping
andpolitically eritical achieve-

Bangabandhu's brutal
killing, along with all mem-
bers of his immediate family,
save the two daughters — our
current PM and her sister —
was the most tmagic event
that could have befallen us,

Ofthe AL's 75 years of exis-
tence, the last 43 have been
under Sheikh Hasina's lead-
ership. Since her return from
exdle in India in 1981, she has
rebuilt the AL afterit suffered
from deep existential crises
following the murder of
Bangabandhu. She has not
only successfully re-organ-
ised and re-energised the par-
tybut also brought it to power
in 1996, after 21 years of being
in the Oppostion. She
returned to power in 2008 and
'has continued till date.

During her last 15 years of
rule, she brought about
remarkable advancement in
the country’s economic field.
However, her grand suocess
came with some very damag-
ingeosts. A party in Opposition
and the same party in power,
especially when the stay is

ahility to elect genuine repre-
sentatives of the people. due to
both the ruling party’s gripon
all state institutions that guar-
antee free polls and the Oppo-
sition's unthinking boveott of
elactions.

Asthe ALcelebrates Thyears
of its exdstence. there are many
reasons for it to be proud, But
there is an equal number of
reasons for it 1 be deeply con-
cerned. Money and muscle
power have replaced people’s
power in the day-to-day opera-
tion of this party, Except for a
feww at the top, party positions
tody are up for grabs by the
richand the comupt. The victo
ry of a large number of the
AL's own ‘disobeying’ candi-
datesinthe lastelection stands
as proof of how cormupt the
original selection processwas

The party today is its own
judge and jury Itis a typical
exampleof a palitical ety -
ing in its own bubble And
since it has monopaly contmol
on all the levers of power, the
bubble, as fragile as it is, can
also be dangerous. This is so

represented all ourdemocrat-  and their followers move  in Dhaka, “Let there be no ower have men!mﬂ'm!pennd Itwasthe long presenttwo radically dif  because the reality presented
y
icaspirationsasthe ALduring  away from the party — the  doubt that Urdu and Urdu replaced peoplely  preussor to our Liberation  ferent pictures. The AL that by the bubble can fom the
ourdays under Pakistan. Muslim League — that had  shall be the only national lan- & 3 War. That electoral vidary —beganasthevoiceofthepeople  basisof decisionsthatcan fatal-
In the first phase, the two  foundedthe new country? guageof Pakistan " Thatwas  powerinthe ALS  gave the AL the legal, moral  hasnowended upbeingthatof Iy harm us ll The handling of
mast important events that  The answer is simple. With  the beginning of the end of atins B and palitical ightfo speakon  anindividual Frum thesmall-  the issues of caruption, mon-
brought the AML to the fore-  Pakistan’s birth, the Muslim  Pakistan founded in 1947 ‘?}]Lﬁ_lll"llﬁ XCEPL  ‘{ehalf of the peoplé of East  esttothe most signifiantpoli- - ey-bundering misuse of pow
front were: the Language Leapue suddenly revealed Ttwasunder Bangabandhu's l[)]‘;{lpu-‘ at Ih{‘ I[)I]_ Pakistan and declare inde- cydecisions, theyarenolonger er and, especally that of
Movement — which united  itself to be devoted to serving  stewardship that the AL Sl iiategs pendenceand startthearmed  the result of debates withinits  defaulted loans and the freat-
the people of East Pakistan  theinterestofthefeudalland-  expanded its appeal to the party postions sxmggle when genocide was  ranks, but personal choices of  ment meted out to wilful
ul;dcryslalljsedthee::\bnsﬂf adger:ﬂhviyf;‘u‘lm\r\ri;t]‘_al:s};hm masses I;[lhs sﬁ:;.:: Pro- today areup for mp:_[x;ed:riqiwgu;e_dpl:: ﬁ!emliﬂershlp . deﬁuke:s_gm;pz b;mm
e AML to become the true  especia at of Punjal e grammegalvani people Sro B 3 s leadership, the tions, acrucial measure  resultsof livingina
veice of the people —and the  so-called Pakistanileadership  as never before and hamened grabs by the rich mle of the Mujibnagar gov-  of judging how a political par- ~ We hope we have given
1954 provincial dection under  was not concemed with its  their resclve to fight for their and the cormupt emment and especially that  tyisfaring inthe publiceye,is  enough food for thought tothe
thebannerofthe UnitedFront  multiple and varied linguistic  rights. Those of us, as student g of wartime PM Tayjuddin  nolongervalidinBangladesh. Awami League on its T5th
(Jukta Front), in which the and cultural heritage. Ban-  activists, who were witness o Ahmad were remarkable It has lost its fundamental  anniversary.
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A Woman’s Place is
In the Boardroom

But it's crucial to expand female managerial pool

‘Women are growing their representation faster in Indi-
an boardrooms than in corner suites, broadly in line
withtherelativetimeand effort that goes into directorial
and managerial roles. Although India ranks low on both
parameters by international comparison, placing wo-
men on company boards is easierto push through by fiat
than placing them in senior management positions. The
gap in the middle order of women executives leads to a
thinning out at the top, and companies need to be more
proactive to prevent this. In contrast, directors can move
in laterally, avoiding the trade-off between professional
andfamily responsibilities womenfaceasthey work the-
irwayup the corporateladder. It also helps that business
in India is driven by families, which makes it easier for
‘women family members tofind a place in boardrooms.

‘The corporate benefits of gender diversity, though, are
derived when women's representation
improves at all levels. Despite its faster
growth, women’sbhoardroom represen-
tationstill trails that in senior manage-
ment, and it is in the interests of corpo-
rate governance that the female mana-
gerial pool is widened to feed the needs
of company boards. At the end of the
day,directors’ quality is related to the quality of managers
acompany produces. Improved choice among candidates
for women directors would require a broader dissemina-
tion of managerial skills across the corporate sector:

‘The rule on women's board representation should have
knock-on effects on managerial gender parity. Yet, thisisa
relatively weak force. HR policies to encourage women to
findabetter work-family balance and tosensitise malecol-
leagues remain the predominant managerial interven-
tion. To the extent that boardroom representation affects
HR strategy. the top-down approach can considerably im-
prove outcomes. Since the approach is also bottoms up,
withaffirmativeactionin college andentry-level corpora-
te hiring, India Ine could attain acceptable levels of gen-
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) Capitalism hasn't failed — we've actually greatly benefited from freer markets

Blow That Old Schumpeter!

Swaminath nS
Anklesaria Aiyar

zillion criticisms of capital-
ism have come from the Left.
/ Butan increasing number are
now coming from the Right.
They come out with a ring-

The US Left, exemplified by Bernie
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, has
long complained that the excesses of
neoliberalism, hyper-globalisationand
neglect of the working man explain
what has gone wrong with capif m.
Schumpeterians say the problem isthe
other way round — of more and more
statespendingand regulation, lessand
less free markets.

Welfare spending in the US, taking
all sortsof assistance intoaccount has
soared to30% of GDP Not so longago,
this would have been viewed as manic
socialism. The register of US federal
regulations rose eightfold since 1960 to
180,000 pages. This is the very opposite

of supposed

you? Weneed you

Schumpeterians long for the churn
of companies, with older, less produc-
tive ones dying, and being replaced by
newer, more productive ones. This is
the ‘creative destruction’ that the 20th-
century Austrian political economist
saw asthe heart and soul of successful
capitalism. That, says critics, has been

nomics. What supposed
Growth Rates Across Percentiles  Kevioeians a doing o
day would have horrified

of The clo?glggi%rgae (I;I}su'lhuﬂm Keynes. Today povern-

% % ments wantto keepstimu-

Resi percapits COP growth rste

EREE
tconedisriuten
Source: Lsner e Ml kh Q0131

8585

Europe has gone the same way. Eu-
ropean tax eollection rose from 10%
of GDPin1810to47% by 1980, andis
still there.

John Maynard Keynes advoca-
ted high fiscal deficits in rece
ons and then fiscal surpluses in
ood times. This was supposed to
‘be virtuous anti-cyclical macroeco-

lating theeconomy, whate-
ver its position inthe busi-
nesscycle,

The biggest deficits sin-
ce World War 2 were run
durmg the Covid pande-
mie. Tl lefensible ina
medical crisis Buteversin-
ce the Great Recession of
2008, Westerngovernmen-
ts have been on a non-stop
stimulus spree, both fiseal
andmonetary Tntheory, go-

®

The toot is outthere

Heclaimed that attempts
to help were the greatest long-term
threat to progress. But while he
shranksome parts of the state, heallo-
wed otherstoexpand,
Schumpeterians believe that gov-
ernment attempts to help, help and
helpagain are the root cause of all that
hasgone wrong. Theylink thistodecli-
ning GDP growth, angst among work-
exs that ‘decent jobs’ are disappearing,
nsm lﬂl.‘qudhlLES a soaring number

Branko Milanovic's ‘elephant’ chart shows  Ver

stagnation of income changes in 75th-95th
percentiles, the resentful Westerners

thwarted by a constant expansion of
the state, through regulatory overkill,

der parityif it pays moreattention to itsmi s,

Have It on Record,
Even If Expunged

Never a dull moment in Parliament. The ongoing session, the
first after Lok Sabha elections, was expected tobe stormy: It 1i-
ved up to the billing, On Monday, Speaker Om Birla expunged
several parts of the speech made by Rahul Gandhi, the new
leaderof appositioninLok Sabha. Later, GandhiwrotetoBirla,
sayingwhatever hesaid was ‘ground reality and the factual po-
sition’, adding that while the chair has the power to expunge
remarks from the proceedings, thestipulation is thatonly tho-
se kinds of words the nature of which has been specified in
Rule380 of the Rules of Procedureand Conductof Businessin
Lok Sabhacan be expunged.

Consideringthatpar retelecastlive
and clips are bhdﬂ.‘d across social mecha
doesit
Itdoes,onceseen through adifferel mlens,
In the pre-digital age, expunging records
meant blacking out comments, However,
inahyper-digital age, expunging comme-

- nis, likerecordingthem, are partof a fact-
gathering-cum-checkingprocess. Sincecom-
ments have already been shared ingthemne reur-

Iycombatingdeflation, This
was tilting at windmills.

It took the crazy form of
negative interest rates, robbing savers
of any return on savings. Cheap money
fuelled stock market and real estate

of trouble. The result is molly
corporationsthatarenotallowed tofa-
il, zombie banks keeping zombie com-
panies alive and, hence, misallocation
«of capital that hits productivity:
Inthelongrun, as Paul Krugmanfa-
mously said, productivity is not every-
thing, but is almost evervthing. If pro-
ductivity goes, sodoes everythingelse.
“That, say the Schumpeterians, is what
hasgone wrongwith capitalism. A good
example of this line of argument com-
s from Ruchir Sharma’s new book,
What Went Wrong with Capitalism.

ubbles, S0, billio-
naires grew ever richer, while workers
wondered why their share of the pie
was falling. Indeed, one wag declared
that the Fed's policy really was Pru-
dent investing will not be tolerated!"

It was the ideological intention of
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatch-
er to shrink the state. Alas, it actually
expanded under them, and has conti-
nued to expand since. Reagan had a
great campaign line, that the nine
most-dreaded words were, Tm from
the government and I'm here to help.”

¢ inflation, crazy
stockmarket valuations, Trumpist po-
pulism, protectionism and soaring fi-
scal deficits.

In 2022, the Bureauof Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) found that since 1990, zom-
bie companies, narrowly defined, rose
from 4% of all companies to 15% in a
sampleof 15 advanced countri-
s, and to20% in the US,

However, the Western nar-
rative of rising inequality is
contested by economist
Branko Milanovic. He has
pioneered international co-
The ideological intention
of Reagan and Thatcher
was to shrink the state.
Alas, it actually expanded
under them

i of how i across
the world have fared in recent times,
And it is a heartening story of theglo-
bal poor getting better off and global
inequality falling.

NCAER economist Shekhar Aiyar
has written a paper on this — ‘Tncome
Inequality and the Liberal Economic
Order: A Not Entirely Wes!eln Pers-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Faith Fuels
Cricket Win

ULLHAS PAGEY

India'srecent T20cricket victory

servesasacompelling testament

torthe power of the human spirit.

This triumph resonates deeply

with the lessons found in Rosa-
Moss Kanter,a Harvard Busi-

unrmpm How Winning Stre-
aks and Losing S Beginand
End’, underscoring the spiritual
‘motional dimensions of
winning.

The team’s unwaveringself-be-
lief and trustin thef lr(‘nllecl ive
abilities were palpable
out thetournament. Sucbmnh
dence is nurtured through consis-
tent practice, mindfulness and a
positive mindset, sustained by a
deep-seated belief in success.

The Indian ericket team's sue-
cess wasa collective effort, a har-
monious blendof individual tal-
ents working towards acommon
goal. Each player’s performance
wasamplified by their connec:
tion to the team, much like how
individual energies are magnifi-
edwithin acommunity

The team’s connection toa high-
€T pUrpose wasev identwhen

their moti-

ous r]rph::r\t chart (see gra

vations bey glories,

ing income changes during Jmia 2000
for individuals across the world. This
shows stagnation from the 75th to%5th

suchas bringingjoy totheirna-
tion. This exemplifies thata pur-
pose greater than oneself can

sterners
But thereishuge improvement from
the 10th to T0th percentiles, the vast
bulk of theglobal population living in
developingeountries — not just in Chi
na and India but also countries
in Africa. The trend strengthen-
edinalater update to 2018,
So, far from widening,
inequalities at the global
level have shrunk. The
West may not be inter-
ested in this good news.
But let us in India celebra-
te. Capitalism has not fail-
ed at all from our viewpo-
int. We have greatly benefi-
ted from globalisation and
freer markets. Hurrah!

ChatGPT |

SHAIR| |

OF THEDAY |

There onice was a trend

Where folks longed to be
caged like a bird.

The new criminal laws

ool,
That in jail they wanted
ount,
Arrest me! were the most |
‘popular words.
ses

tailsthe MP'srightto ions (heor togive
priornotice) nordoes itbarhimorher fromreferringtothe in-
formation. As due dilij however, presidi ficerscanask
MF i irclaims.

Tnstead of using the threat of expungingas awhip, let parlia-
mentary expunction be used as a transparency tool. Proceed-
ings can be marked as ‘expunged’. However, at the same time,
reasonsand rules under which such an action has been taken
must be provided. Old tools and provisions must be repur pos-
ed forthis effort, so that Parliament can keep functioningina
transparentand ethical manner.

South Korean parents are opting for
‘imprisonment’ to ‘grasp’ their wards

In Solidarity With
Their Solitary Kids

Parents routinely upgrade their parenting skllls to deal

quite absurd, and

Food Loss and Waste

Between 2021 and 2023, fruit and vegetables accounted for more than
half of the lost and wasted food given their extremely peri
ann relatively short shelf life, according to OECD-FAQ Agricultural Outicok.

If food loss a¢ are converted in terms of calories or protein,
cereals, pulses, 1001S and TUbers" SecoUnt for 3ImOSt tWo-thires of the iost

waste shares

ted cal with cereals

Bell Curves

= R Prasad

shable nature

Commodity-wise shares of food loss and waste, 2021-2023

Sharesas quan Shares as calories

1%-6%

Vegetabies

AfP

“These four are primary source of calories in most of the world's poorest populations
INote: Loss refers ta all Iosses within the food value chain from post-harvest.
‘slaughter or catch, right through to the retail stage. Food waste is waste in retail
and final constmption; “Other animal food products include egg and fish

SANJEEV RAJ JAIN

The Buddha taught that
carrot is the root of

all suffering.

Inspir v achieve-
ments.

Asmotivational speaker Zig Zig-
lar suceinetly points out, “You
were born towin, but tobe a win-
ner, you must plan towin, prepa-
retowin, and expect to win.”

Gt

FM's Policy on
Right Frequency

‘Now to Craft the Polities in Po-
licy' by Mythili Bhusnurmath
(Jul2yisright inexpecting the
FM to ensure policy continuity
and continued harmony betwe-
enmonetary and fiscal policies.
The stated reality that ‘afall in
the inflation rate only means a
reduction inthe rateof increase
inprices’ is followed by almost
actionable prescriptions about
possible fiscal measures that sh-
ould find a place in policy formu-
lation. Theball is in Gol's eourt
as far as inflation management
andemployment generationare
concerned. Budget 2024 will tell
usthe FM’s best, notwithstand-
ing the coalition pressures.

M GWARRIER
Mumbai

Good Morning,
Parliament

This referstothe news report,
‘Sparks Fly in LS Over LoP Sp-
eech’ (Jul 2), It wasa pleasant re-
velation for democratic Indians

Them Dems Look Lost

Seema Sirohi

for Trump.
Voters have been telling pollsters
forayear they think Biden is too
oldfor asecond term. Last Aug-
ust, 77% of all surveyedand 69%
of the ocratssaid so inan
AP poll. In February, an ABC
News/Ipsos poll showed 86¢%.

Thereare times when politicsdemands
radical thinkingand achange of tactics,

F hat lhuHmm
ignand

LETTER FROM

introspect if riskingtheelection is
worth the vanity because that’s what

Dive Into the

, itboils down to— the belief thathe
an defy nature. Blind loyalty isnot Anlﬂm lic
sm'm]n ities, nora wi Fed 't
onlyhis i oexmumme
peihtovictory butthepartysch: Gres Oudloors? Hang om, the

that hestrugel andmightilyso. They

1 Demoerati

either stayed mum or saidlittleabout the

ances o win back the House and
WIISHIHGTI)N retain the Senate. Unsurprising-

Teis away out: listen to ‘Safari
Stories’ podcast, where Hadley

aces Pierce and Jomi Krobb, co-fou:

ndersof South Africa-based

sense imminent thespinm

might
be. Anythingshort brings defeat closer,

Butwarnings have been ignored byan

hi-  debate,

imm:
from what h.np]xlnm

They bavs o reston towerry: They

guided servati-
on tours company Trunks and
‘Tracks, shave their wild tales.

poiseand forbearan-
ce inourlegislators, from both
sidesof theaisle, in the parliame-
nton Monday. A stronger Oppo-
sition having found its lost voice,
however, kept the decorum, as
the treasu-
rybenches. In
awelcome twi-
stof listening
toalternatevi-
ews, the fami-
liar disruption
fromeither sid
wasabsent. Gol
perhaps discovered the value of
debate, which it had mislaid ina
hubrisof its majority numbers.
The Speakers in both Houses, too,
inasignificant departure, show-
cased their real role asa moder-
ator tofurther the essence of par-
liamentary democracy —a pro-

with their children’s various rites of passage,
strange ones. But, sometimes, this trial-and-error method

new di In South Korea, ma-
ny parents are signing up for the rather ironically named
‘Happiness Factory’. This features tiny rooms, with just a
fwdmgholem ﬂm door: Yes, hmm-mducmg indeed. Com-

devi Their onl is

tosay nothingof the burden of history  insularinner circ o ndswing  Intheepisode, Actionof the ductive debateand willingness
fofollow: party especially aftera better-than-exp- mtels woulkd wi au( tokeepacheckona  Antarctic Peninsula, they tolisten. Isittoogood tolast?
The Democratic Party facessucha ected showing inthe midterms. Aggres-  Tr ¥ 'y by giving it @m waters,
timeafter Joe Biden'salar i ) imagery  th Ho d the Senate. But what if and recount
formance lastweek.  of Biden': byRight-  voters feel that a choice is being foisted ings, in Navi Mumbai
The question isno longer media, which  upon them in the shape of Bidenand cluding
day vs many to'nationalinter-  feel less inclined tosplit their votebet- watch-
3 % years, butabout the: m-\1 four 11(\:3 es( vl;\jﬁ.’(] ﬂnllg Bldml defeated Trump ~ ween the two parties? inghu- G_Overnan ce 3 53 0
and], iddled with  four yea itagain, Wil the party do the painful and persu- mpback
domesticand 1nlmmunnal crises. sothe story w ent ade Biden to stepaside? Democrats have whales H |t5 a New La w
With twowars raging, awmmmmum Until eruel realitys hof i and feed,a Apropos thenews report, ‘Ea
order;decply contestedgeopolitcal A5 American novelistSinclair Lewls  theresatilltimefor them tothrow thelr Targe podof killer whales bow- sier Reporting, Faster Justice
oncesaid, Whatever poet, oratol ze  hatinthering, ridi Now: Shaly' (Jul 2), the introduc-

bare white wallsfora mnﬁnementexperlence Sonth Ko-
reans are opting to go through this sanyas to ‘understand’
their children who have retreated from society. A recent
governmem survey revealed that over 5% of lB-.’ﬂ-yr-ulds

0Ime,
the 24 US presidential election is more

may say of it, oldage isstill oldage.’ You
consequential thanusual. [f thedangers S
atstake, as Democi ve been tell Tr but inthe end, Bld:-n
| they needa must enelgl»-

Thg hmpeamamespe«.uﬂy worried

are isolating inJ: —*pul-
ling inward, bemgmnfmed' —style. Thal ssome 5 4lakh
young solitude over reasons

rangingfrom the personal to professional.

‘While their children’s voluntary solitary confinement is
befuddling, one also wonders why parents need to go thro-
ugh the same gig. They could try and ‘understand’ their
state of mind, not the reaction to it. But on the bright side,

second Donald
Tl tane et v
itmightdoto Natoand the status quo.
It'stime for the Democratic Party es.
tablishment to acknewledge theumspeal:
able. A more vigorous candidate could
turnthe race around more definitively,
especially with all the help Trumpis
gettingfrom the US Supreme Court. A

this self-induced ‘akela’ rite may take the stingout of soli-
tary confinement in prisons anywhere in the world. Espe-
cially when someone starts recountmg similar E’lpenen—
ces with ingline: ‘D1 5

631 1 said that Trump

had substantial lmmurutv from prose-

thelower court for review
the case won't come totrial before the
election. No gain for Dems and nopain

The youngare Ividand sulkingover Bl
den's adamant supparttolsrael.
Biden's family and advisers must

-
That didn't go according to script

ce.
Yes, it will be risky but would it berisk-
ier than the current scenario?

Here's what willlikely happen: every-
one will go into their corner, pretend all
NWEU Ar\d i\ope fnrl]’w best. Recen[ his.

Inthe40-min podeast, Had.

tion of thenew criminal laws
The

ley’s narration is so vivid that
itmakes usfeelasif wearesit-
ting in the boat, watchingma-
rine life unfold its minutest sec-

ton P
can h:ddlhr. room wrong, In 2016, itdid
so most glaringly when Barack Obama
told Biden to stand down because it was
Hillary Clinton's turn. Out of touch.
with the country's mood and limited by
arrogance, the establishment bombed.
Ironically, Biden, with his working-

termmnow He

rets, Thereis ice every

thanthe ship... theyare very
impressive, Tecounts Hadley:
Is it toodifficult to imagine

the place? Inannthnrugmznr

outgoingsystem was already
reeling under immense pressu-
reand lack of implementation.
Gol ought tohave reinforced the
existingcriminal system before
embarking onsupplanting it.
Further, thenamingof thelaws
inHindi and Sanskrit withno
English counterpart makes the-
irinterpretation difficult for
the non-Hindi-speakingstates.

yearsago—alot younger

class credentials and scrappy ways, had  entkinds of whales and their
abetterchanceof beating Trumpin2016  characteristics, the ‘s
and might have beenendinghissecond  faces’ of orcas, and intelligent
di maneight  penguins, allli ive:
inone of nature’s
But theparty got the politics all wrong. mn.sl breathtaking settings.

Itmightbe doing soagain.

Tl 1 need
htthrough ina better manner.

AANYASINGHAL

Noida
Latters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com
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Battle for the
reins of SAD

How the party emerges from the rebellion
within its ranks will have a bearing on
Punjab’s social and political dynamic

1lis not well with the Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD). The last few days have seen a

rebellion brewing within the organisation

against the leadership that has failed to
staunch the party’s electoral decline. On Monday, the
rebels upped the ante against the Badals by
appearing before the Akal Takht, the supreme
temporal seat of the Sikh community, and
apologised for the mistakes committed when the
party, in alliance with the BJP, held office in Punjab
between 2007 and 2017. The late Parkash Singh
Badal was the chief minister (CM), and his son,
Sukhbir Singh Badal, was the deputy CM during this
period. The attempt is to blame the Badals for the
alleged misgovernance of the years when the party
was in office. The rebels also claimed that the
recommendations of the confidential Jhunda panel
report (2022), which suggested a shift towards
collective leadership and implementation of the one-
family-one-post principle to revive the party, were
ignored by the present leadership.

The fact is the SAD will need a makeover if it wants
to escape the present rut. Since losing office in 2017,
the decline of the party has been swift and steep. In
the recent general elections, the party won just one
Lok Sabha seatand its vote share declined to 13.42%,
the lowest in 25 years. The Badals presided over this
decline and surely owe an explanation to the party
cadres. However, the SAD's decline is also a crisis of
political stasis, a fate suffered by many regional
outfits after they became a party of office and
dynasty. During its decade in power, the SAD
became identified with the House of Badals, a turn
that cost the party its grassroots connection. The
105-year-old party has been the political voice of the
Sikh Panth, agrarian causes and regional identity.
The SAD lost these planks also due to its alliance
with the BJP: The farm laws mooted by the Narendra
Modi government led to a major backlash in Punjab
and the SAD's presence in government alienated its
farm vote; its image as the party of Punjabiyat also
suffered as the BJP in office privileged unitarian
nationalism and Hindutva over a federal polity.

There is continuing relevance for a panthic,
regional party in Punjab’s complex political terrain.
The ground the SAD has ceded is increasingly being
claimed by radical forces riding agendas that pushed
Punjab into a dark abyss of violence in the 1980s.
How the party emerges from the rebellion will
impact the political and social dynamic in Punjab.

Rise of far-right in Paris
will echo across Europe

he evaporation of French President Emmanuel
TMacron's political fortunes in recent weeks has

been as spectacular as his rise seven years ago on
the back of a centristmovement. Even Macron's
closestaides are now questioning his bewildering and
sudden decision to callan election ahead of schedule,
after the far-Right National Rally defeated his
Ensemble alliance in European parliamentary
elections. The National Rally won 34% of the votes in
the first round of the election, while the Left-wing New
Popular Front coalition bagged about 29% and the
Ensemble alliance 20.5%. The National Rally and its
allieswere in thelead or elected in 297 seats of the 577-
‘member National Assembly, while Macron's alliance
‘wasin the lead or elected in just 69 seats and set to lose
many of the 250 seats it has held since 2022, The far-
Right's strong showing may help it gather more
support during the second round of voting on July 7.

If these trends continue during the second round of
polling, the outcome could be a National Assembly
divided between the far-Rightand the Left, leaving
Macron hamstrung and ineffective for the remaining
three years of his final term. If the far-Right continues
toadvance, Macron will be the first French president
in more than two decades to contend with
“cohabitation”, or having to work with a prime
minister from a rival party or alliance.

The National Rally’s surge has been welcomed by
other Right-wing forces in Europe, such as Hungary's
Russia-friendly prime minister, Viktor Orban. In
recent years, Macron has worked to forge greater unity
in Europe to cope with the challenges posed by Russia
and China. Clearly, much more is at stake than
Macron’s political future as the outcome of the polls
could also influence European integration and support
for Ukraine in its dragging war with Russia.

Pinching the dragon’s
tail on future of Tibet

The recent visit of a
bipartisan American
Congressional delegation
to Dharamshala raises
the question — how far
will India go with the
United States?
he recent visit of the
United States (US) Con-
gressional delegation to
Dharamshala and the
Dalai Lama's visit to New

York have catapulted
Tibet to newspaper headlines. The

provided training and assistance to
the Khampa rebels in the 1950s, but
in the years of the grand camaraderie
of President Nixon and Henry Kiss-
inger with Mao Zedong, Tibet was
largely forgotten. The downswingin
their relations started in the Trump
presidency. Trade disputes,technol-

Region and includes Tibetan areas in
Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan and Yunnan
provinces; that the conflict between
China and Tibet is unresolved and
Tibet's legal status is to be deter-
mined according to international
law:. It calls upon the US government
to counter Chinese disinformation

The current US-China confron tation is an opportunity for India to assert

ogy theft, China's aggr
in the South China Sea, threautoTax-
wan and now the military assistance
to Russia in the Ukraine War have
soured relations and ushered in a
new cold war. Tibet was an issue
waiting to be reopened by the US.
The first US Tibet Policy Act of
2002 had beena mild artic-
ulation of the need to pro-

sevenvmember US Congressional el et Tibets water securty
egation led b and prom-
o il g el

respects. A bipartisan delegation ata
time of sharp polarisation in Ameri-
can politics, it included Speaker Eme-
rita Nancy Pelosi and chose to visit
Dharamshala even though the Dalai
Lamawas due to leave for the USina
few days. The visit coincided with the
US Congress passing a bill, “Promot-
ing a Resolution of the Tibet-China
Contflict Act”, or the Resolve Tibet
Act, which has since gone to the
president for hisassent On its return
to New Delhi, the delegation was
received by Prime Minister (PM) Nar-
endra Modi, nalling that the
Indian government is not uncomfort-
able with the US choosing Indian soil
to pinch the dragon’s tail,

In the past, the US generally fol-
lowed the old British line of recognis-
ing Chinese suzerainty over Tibet. It

refugees and urged China to
engage with the Dalai Lama.

about Tibet's history and
such as China’s outlandish claim that
Tibet has been a part of it since
ancient times. McCaul told the media
that the bill reaffirms America’s sup-
port for Tibet's right of self-determi-

nation.

Little wonder that China is rattled
by the visit and has
"} launched a vitriolic tirade
against the “separatist Dalai
‘ Lama clique” as it calls it,
accusing him of indulging in
anti-China separatist activi-
ties under the cloak of reli-

The next act, in 2020, Dilip gionand warning the US not
defined the US govern- Sinha o play the Tibet card in vio-
ment's stand on the Dalai lation of the one-China pol-
Lama’s succession, calling it icy. A foreign office spokes-
apurely religious mater to person urged the US not to

be decided by his followers and
threatening any Chinese official
interfering in the process with sanc-
tions. It also declared that China
would not be permitted to open
another consulate in the US unlessit
allowed one in Lhasa.

The new US Tibet bill is a quan-
tum jump from the two earlier acts.
It defines the territory and interna-
tional status of Tibet, marking a qual-
itative change in US policy. [t states
that the territory of Tibet extends
beyond the Tibetan Autonomous

sign the bill into law or support
Tibet's independence and warned
that China would take resolute meas-

res,

How does all this affect India?
China's repression in Tibet and esca-
lating claims on Indian territory have
belied the expectations on which
India had framed its stand in the
1950s. China has never missed an
opportunity te counsel India on
Kashmir. Despite such provocations,
hestileactions and broken promises,
India has clung to its policy of recog-

nising Tibet as a part of China.
India has paid a heavy price for
giving asylum to the Dalai Lama and
the thousands of Tibetan refugees
who run the Central Tibetan Admin-
istration, the putative government-
in-exile. Tibetis a sensitive issue for
China since it claims it as its imperial
legacy and now exploits its water and
other natural resources. India con-
tends that the presence of the
Tibetan gover in-exile should

Tibet policy in its logical progression o

border with China and who rules it
will always remain critical to India's
well-being and security. The current
US-China confrontation is an oppor-
tunity for India to assert its interests
and develop its Tibet policy inits log-
ical progression.

India’s relations with China have
been cold since Galwan and there
little chance of athaw in the imm
ate future. By not going to the Shang-
hai G f

not annoy China and that Tibet is not
an issue in [ndia-China relations. But
with the US raising matters of con-
cern to the Tibetan people, India
faces a dilemma. Should it let the
international discourse on important
questions concerning Tibet slip into
America’s hands? One of these is the
ageing Dalai Lama's succession, on
which the US has taken a very strong
stand. Itis time for India to give some
sage counsel to China and recover
the initiative on Tibet.

There will be nodearth of Indians
questioning the advisability of India
taking the cue from the US to change
its Tibet policy. America’s unreliabil-
ity is well known, as are the risks of
provoking China. But Tibet accounts
for a considerable length of India’s

Organisation (SCO)
summit and receiving the US delega-
tion in New Delhi, PM Modi has
‘made his leanings explicic. The exter-
nal affairs ministry rejected China’s
protest, reiterating India’s stand on
the Dalai Lama being an honoured
guest who is free to conduct his reli-
‘gious activities in India. It remains to
be seen if India will now take the
next logical step of telling China not
to interfere in the process of the
Dalai Lama’s succession. This would
be a good beginning towards a more
assertive Tibet policy.

Dillip Sintta, formerly India’s ambassador
and permanent representative to the
Unlted Naions in Geneva, Is the:

author of Imperial Games in Tibet.
Theviews expressed are personal

Judge the use of veil
as a cultural practice

ere is another judicial pronounce
ment on hijab — the professedly
Islamic dress code for women. A

division bench decision of the Bomn-
bay High Court (HC) pronounced on June 26
in this regard made news and continues to
raise cyebrows. [n May this year, a college in
Chembur issued instructions to its students
saying, “You shall follow the dress code of the
college of formal and decent dress which shall
not reveal anyone's religion. No burkha, no
nakab, no hijub, no cap, no badge, no stole,
ete”. Simultaneously, girls were directed by
ructionstowear “any Indian/west-
erm non-revealing dress”,
Awrit petition was fiked in the Bombay HC
on behalfof nine Muslim giis challenging the
™

=

A similar ease had been decided two dec-
ades earlier by another bench of the Bombay
High Court (Fathema Hussain, 2003). It was
affirmingly cited by the bench deciding this
case, ignoring the crucial fact that it related to
an all-girls school whereas the college
olved in this case was a co-educational
institution, The new judgment cited some
apex court decisions on the larger issue of reli-
gious freedom under the Constitution and its
statutory restrictions.

Major support for dismissing the petition
was, however, sought by the learned judges
from the mueh-publicised Resham ease on
the issue decided by the Karnataka HC in
2022, Itis common knowledge that an appeal
agamsnhe controversial Karnataka ruling to

legality of the said i
was primarily based on the good old claim
that wearing a veil or a headscart by
women and grown-up girls is an
essential practice of Islam covered
by the protection of the fundamental
right to freedom of religious belief
and practice under Article 25 of the
Constitution. Tt was further claimed
that the impugned instructions were
also repugnant to the Umvemly

Tahir
Mahmood

Court was decided differently by
twojudges of a Division Bench. In view of the
split decision, a larger bench pro-
nouncement on the issue had
become imperative but has yetto see
the light of the day. Ignoring this
uncertainty in law, the learned
judges in the Bombay case under
comment asserted that alluding to
the Karnataka case was "necessary”.
Acknowledging that it was under

Grants
Equity in Higher Educational lnsur

tutions) Regulations of 2012, the Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) of 2013,
and the National Education Policy of 2020.

The petitioners’ lawyers thought it fit m
i Chembur
ties), as respondents, not only the state cf
Maharashtraand its Higher Education Direct-
orate butalso the (central) University Grants
Commission and even the government of
India. Clearly, there was an attempt to furn a
suburban college student’s grievance into a
significant religious issue of nationwide
importance. In pursuit of the same goal, a
media briefing by the aggrieved girls was
arranged to publicise the petition and its pro-
tessedly high religious significance.

The counsel of the petitioners cited a num-
ber of Supreme Court (SC) decisions— Bijoe
Emmanuel (1986), Delhi St. Suphm s c"rw
(2008) the celebrated Right to Privacy judg-
ment of 2017, and so on — not all of them
directly related to the hijab issue. With a view
togiving the casea humnn rights pmpm v:-,

appeal, they said “be that as it may”
and asserted: “We are in respectful
agreementwith the view expressed by the Full
Bench (of Karnataka High Court) that pre-
scription of adress code s intended to achieve
uniformity amengst students in the school/
college so as to maintain discipline and avoid
disclosure of one’s religion.”

‘The Chembur petition was eventually dis-
missed saying that “the pleadings in the writ
petition to suppert the plea that donning of a
hijab or nakab is an essential religious practice
are insufficient”. The judges were irked by the
publicity of the petition in the media but said
that as the petitioners were students, “we say
nothing more and let the matter rest at that”.
They, however, ignored the same students’
interest in the actual issue in the case. The
impugned instructions on hijab issued by the
Chembur college at the beginning of a new
academic year were sought to be applied also
to students who were now in the second or
final year of a three-year graduation course.
The mnablhty of their (or their i

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY
<

While advancing on its path to

the EU, Ukraine is ready to Y-
contribute to theseeffortsand -
strengthen our Europe <7

What ails India’s aero
defence modernisation

to its national posture of strategic auton-

omy. India has always been loath to mili-

tary treaties or alliances, and its military
engagement with friendly foreign countries
areaimed at building partnerships, learning
from each other’s best practices, ensuring
interoperability, and the ability to partner and
assist during humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR) missions.

India has earned global recognition for its
swift response to disasters, However, the
country realises that it has to be on its own to
resolve its boundary disputes and other
intractable issues with its neighbours. Mili-
tary capability, therefore, should be its pri-
mary focus.

‘The government must continue with the
self-reliance policy to galvanise domestic
industry to meet the needs of the
ammed forces. Research and develop-
‘ment, ease of doing business, strate-
gic parmerships for the transfer of
critical technologies, indigenous
manufacturing, and defence exports

Indm's military strategy needs to conform

need greater attention. Anil
Golani

‘With the phasing outof th Mlg?l
and Mig 27 i
Force (IAF)'s fighter aircraft mvﬁn
tory is down to 30 squadrons against
an authorised strength of 42 squadrons
While the IAF is fully

its

belief in the n:lxg ous essentiality of hijab

the Human Rights Comm ittee of the ln(ern:\—

tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(against the French government) and of the
Constitutional Court of South Africa in alocal
dispute.

Wearinga hendscarf remains a cultural

practice across the globe HTARCHIVE

apart, ion could have!
made for them in the interest of their career —
more so since they could not have expected
lateral entry into any other institution. After
all, hijabcan in nosense be seen, to quote the
words of the (mpugned coll Iege in> tructions,
asan “indecent” or a “revealing” dress.

Religious liberty lln(IErAmc]E 25 of the
Constitution is surely not guaranteed without
conditions — there are several ifs and buts jus-
tifiably attached to it — but the right of “any
group of citizens” toconserve their language,
scriptand culture under Article 29 is uncondi-
tional. Wearing a headscarf by Muslim
‘women may not be an essential religious prac-
tice entitled o constitutional protection, but it
remains a cultural practice everywhere across
the globe. The courts may well consider its
protection under Article 29 of the Constitution
tor the sake of equity, justice and good con-
science.

Tahir Mahmood, former chairman, National
Minorities Commission, is professor of eminence
and chairman, Mnstirute of Advanced T egal Studies,
Amity University. The views expressed are personal

up to meet the promised timelines. A critical
lacunain the development of the Tejas Mk Il
and the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) is the lack of an indigenous acro-en-
gine. Collaboration with GE or Safran for
indigenous development of the engine needs
to be pursued in earnest. This would take
time to fructify and, in the interim the Multi
Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA) can't be
ignored. Its induction would be the fastest
way to build up combat capability while the
indigenous Tejas Mk 11 and AMCA pro-
grammes run concurrently. The JAF must be
involved as astakeholder at the highest level
for the programme to succeed.

The acute shortage of Airborne Warning
and Control Systems/Airbome Early Warning
and Control (AWACS/AEW&C) has an adverse
effect on the combat capability of the IAF.
With four old Airbus A321 aircraft having
been transferred to the IAF inventory, the
Cabinet Committee on Security has accorded
[h[‘ dnsxg-n. and dm.clnpmcn[ of two aireraft

AEW&C has to be fast-tracked. The Accept-
ance of Necessity (AoN) for Flight Refuelling
Alrerafrwas accorded on February16, many
years after the requirement of the same had
been projected by the AR The limited availa-
bility of these combat enablers affects the
training status of IAF personnel.

‘The capital acquisition procedure is notin
sync with the emergent requirements of the
armed forces. While the need for procedures
and probity is well understood, the timelines
Ieave much to be desired. The Defence Aoqui-
sition Procedure (DAP) 2020, which gives
thrustto indigenous designand development.
also lays down ambitious timelines that are
often not met. The delays can be attributed to
incessant observations from the finance min-
istryand the lack of accountability to meet the
desired timelines. There exists an urgent need
to review the DAP for faster execu-
tion. To give an example, the
requirement of an Integrated Perim-
eter Security System (IPSS) that was
felt after the Jamlary 2016 Pathankot
terror attack took meore than seven
years to be implemented. The MRFA
'has been languishing with no clarity
insight.

The private sector is gradually ris-
ing to meet the requirements of
indigenous production. The Defence Public
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) on the other
hand are behemoths with a sense of entitle-
ment that have an entrenched work eulture,
rarely delivering whatis promised. The need
to corporatise DPSUs is the need of the hour,
In addition, a private-public partnership
model needs to be evolved with the DPSUs
outsourcing more and more to the private
industry.

With acrospace power being critical for

icts, it bec i

nation to focus on this important tool of
national power. Military modernisation is a
continuous process, and capability takes
years to build; it needs commitment, resolve,
and financial outlay. Conflicts, on the other
hand, rarely knock before they happen. If they
do, the time available may notbe enough for
an appropriate response. Investment in mili-

capability cannot be ignored if deterrence
has to succeed and also because wars will
invariably get costlier. Reform, transform,
and perform or perishshould be the manira
for the new government in the military
domain.

has to bepridritived ind pis on fast track with
appropriate budgetary allocations. In addi-
tion, the procurement of six aireraft for

Air Vice Marshal (retd.) Anil Golani is director
eneral, Centre for Air Power Studies.
‘The views expressed are personal
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE FIRST FACE-OFF

Both Government and Opposition seem to be still locked in
campaign mode. Each should hit reset, refresh — and respect

HE ELECTION IS over and for the country to move forward, a reconstituted

government and a rearranged Opposition need to talk to each other in

Parliament — it’s just that India’s new and new Oy itiondon't

seemto beina hurry to acknowledge this. Listening to the Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi in Lok Sabha Monday, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the same
House the next day — speal n the ti thanks to the President’s address — the
sense was as dispiriting as it was inescapable. Both spoke as if the campaign had not yet
ended, and in fact, had begun all over again after a break. The PM and LoP also appeared
toinhabit peopl ili bothsides,
that the mandate had not taken down the BJP-led government by more than a notch, and
thatit had not withheld by a bigger margin a majority from the INDIA bloc. If the Congress-
led Opposition is unwise and plain wrong in its reading of the verdict as an outright vic-
tory foritself and decisive defeat for the BJP, the BJP's emphasis on stability and continu-
ity, and its continuing disdain for its political opponent, is self-serving and disconnected
from the responsibility cast onit for change.

Having said that, the government appears to be too thin-skinned. While Congress’s
exultation is jarring, it is possible to explain it as a cathartic outpouring after a decade of
what had begun to seem like its unchecked decline. Gandhi's speech only reprised the
range of well-worn themes of his election campaign: From the BJP's alleged peddling of
hate and fear to the debilitating effect of demonetisation on jobs and the informal econ-
omy. His show-and-tell with pictures of gods — a day after waving the Constitution —was
jarringand an abdication of subtlety if not a breakdown of speech. But those shortcomings,
and the unbecoming sloganeering during the PM's speech, were more than matched by
the bel]ngerence and narrow-spiritedness of those who spnke for a government-in-de-
nial. Th Gandhi, the Treasury benches
to the Speaker to act against the Opposition, show that the government is lapsing into its
winner-take-all playbook and turning its back on the new polmcal leallty The factis that
itconfrontsa ised political and il ei
to checks and balances. Seeking to infantilise the Rahul-Congress — as the PM did — by
using terms like “balak buddhi (childish)", or labelling it as anti-Hindu, and anti-Dalit, or
a“parjeevi” (parasite onits allies), is so pre-June 4. It's so last government.

The first face-off in the House is an opportunity missed by both sides, but the term of
the new government, and the new Opposition, has only just begun. Going forward, the
ruling BJP must resolve to not play, by turn, vindictive aggressor and hapless victim of a
sinister “eco-system” anymore. Let it learn to talk to a stronger Opposition, and listen to
its voice, sometimes raucous thoughit may be. And let the Opposition also step back from
the edge and use the political spaces that Verdict 2024 has opened up for it, judiciously
and creatively. The points have been counted — they don’t need daily scoring.

noturged

A HOME FOR THE CHEETAH

Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary must ensure a prey base for it.
Officials need to be equipped to monitor the big cat’s health

ANDHI SAGAR WILDLIFE Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh is set to be the sec-
ond home for cheetahs in India. An assessment of the carrying capacity of
ional Park that imal's current habitatin the coun-
try has exceeded its carrying capacity. The overabundance of cheetahs in the
protected area(PA), also in Madhya Pradesh, has led toa 25 per cent loss in the big cat's main
prey base — the chital. The animals from Africa, and their offspring, are not the only preda-
tors in the national park. Kuno's leopards compete with the cheetahs for herbivores. Inan
open savannah, the African animals can outrun the leopards, but the latter seems to have
made: of i nslocating sur-
plus cheetahs to Gandhi Sagar could restore Kuno's ecological equilibrium. However, the
two feline predators will continue to compete for prey — now in two PAs. Project Cheetah
will hay nsure that past mi are not translocation is not band aid.
At Gandhi Sagar, the cheetahs will initially be housed in a 64 sq km enclosure. The
first challenge will be to remove leopards from this area. Project Cheetah’s long-term
plan, to develop a longer stretch of the 3,600 km sanctuary as habitat for the feline, will
pose greater challenges. An insufficient prey base reportedly continues to be an issue at
the sanctuary in Western MP. A 2021 study revealed that, despite the reasonably good
health of the sanctuary, ungulate densities are extremely low. Apart from leopards, the
sanctuary has other co-predators including sloth bears, striped hyenas, gray wolves,
golden jackals, jungle cats, Indian foxes, and marsh crocodiles. The PA authorities will
also be challenged in monitoring the health of a species that went extinct in the country
more than seven decades ago. Last year, the Supreme Court had admonished the gov-
ernment after a string of fatalities in Kuno. Gandhi Sagar’s authorities would do well to
learn from Project Cheetah’s experiences — and setbacks — m the past two years.
Project Cheetah’s Steering C¢ ittee tedly consic I forintroduc-
ingalarger catin the Kuno mix to reduce leopard activities. This could, on paper, reduce the
pressure on the National Park. However, this could also push leopards out of the: palk increas-

The forest t
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‘WORDLY WISE
CAN ONE MOVE AN EMPIRE
AS IF IT WERE A HOUSE?
— ISMAIL KADARE

Delhi & a new London

Keir Starmer’s Labour is more pragmatic than its

predecessors. There will be opportunities for India, UK

By C RAJA MOHAN

AS THE TORIES in Britain head for a historic
defeat in tomorrow’s elections, India is well-
placed to advance the bilateral relationship
under a new Labour government led by Keir
Starmer. The Conservative Party may well de-
serve muchof the criticism for its tumultuous
15-year tenure in office. Butwhenit comes to
India, there is no doubt that the Tories have
presided over a positive reorientation of ties
between London and Delhi. Shedding some
of Britain’s colonial baggage, the party has uns-
hackled British policy towards India from the
Pakistan and Kashmir factors and framed the
engagement in the broader Indo-Pacific
framework.

They have also negotiated a roadmap for
the transformation of bilateral relations across
the board, from green transition to defence
and from new technologies to maritime se-
curity. The Migration and Mobility Agreement
helped the two sides grapple with the chal-
lenge of illegal immigration and ease the flow
of Indian talent into the UK. Not all problems
have been resolved. Delhi remains concerned
about the impunity that anti-India activity in
Br A d
ing resistance in Britain’s permanent estab-
lishment to a fresh relationship. In Delhi, too,
the “anti-colonial” posturing on the left and
right prevents the establishment from seiz-
ing the full range of possibilities with Britain.

Labour’s return to power might reignite
some of India’s anxieties about bilateral ties
due to the disastrous turn in India-UK rela-
tions in the late 1990s when Labour presided
over a visit by Queen Elizabeth Il to India in
1997.Meant to signal post-colonial reconcili-
ation on the 50th anniversary of India’s
Independence, the visit became a lesson in
how not to organise major diplomatic events.

In a stopover in Pakistan during the mis-
sion’s visit to India, the newly-minted British
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, talked about
helping mediate on the Kashmir question.
Inder Kumar Gujral, the Indian Prime Minister
travelling in Egypt at that time, dismissed the
offer and called Bmam a “third-rate power

del aboutits post-
rial weight in the world. The Queen’s vlslt to
Jallianwala Bagh to express regret at the 1919

Delhi should stop
underestimating the relative
importance of Britain for
India. India’s exports to
Britain today, at nearly $30
billion, are nearly six times
the exports to Russia.
Although far behind the US
and China, Britain today is
among the front-ranking
global middle powers. Its
financial clout, technological
depth, and global reach make
Britain a force multiplier for
arising India. As he nudges
Labour towards political
moderation, Starmer gives
India the opportunity to
strengthen ties with Britain.

massacre was to be the sombre centrepiece

must also lntenslfy its engagement with the

of the visit. But Prince Philip, the Q1

“deepstate”in

Consort, remarked that the Bagh

col: ising from the
UK's | ian di

death count may be and trig-
gered a massive uproar in India. Although
British PM Tony Blair sought to limit the dam-
age, i Paki dKash

‘The otheris to build on the positive poten-
tial that limits: lhc sallence of the negative fac-
tors. Britaini

continued to cast a shadow over bilateral re-
lations under Labour’s tenure. Cook's articula-
tionof an “ethical foreign policy” that had sup-
port in the Labour Party, coupled with the
promotion of identity politics and pandering
to anti-India groups, put the ties between
Delhiand London on shaky ground.

David Cameron, who led the Conser-
vatives to victory in 2010, made an early visit
toIndiaand signalled the desire to put the past
behind. Delhi was not ready for the transfor-
‘mationand it took another decade for the two
sides to lay out an ambitious vision for an
India-British partnership.

Could the return of Labour open up old
wounds? Unlikely. Starmer has putdown the
anti-India fires lit in the Labour Party by
Jeremy Corbyn. The Labour Manifesto's refer-
ences to Kashmir in the 2019 elections trig-
gered a storm in Delhi and mobilised the
Hindu community to support the Tories. But
Starmer has sought to crush the radical ide-
olug]es There is no longera free run to anti-

tarmer theintent

equally important. Gujral was wrong when
he called Britain a “third-rate power”. In the
‘mid-1990s, Britain's GDP was higher than
Chinaand India put together. Today, India cer-
tainly has a slightly bigger economy than
Britain (nearly $4 trillion to $3.5 trillion). But
India, with a per capita income of less than
$3,000(Britainisat$50,000), has much togain
from a deeper partnership with London.

Delhi should stop underestimating the
relative importance of Britain for India.
India’s exports to Britain today, at nearly $30
billion, are nearly six times the exports to
Russia. Although far behind the US and
China, Britain is among the front-ranking
middle powers. Its financial clout, techno-
logical depth, and global reach make Britain
a force multiplier for a rising India. As he
nudges Labour towards political moderation,
Starmer gives India the opportunity to
strengthen ties with Britain.

David Lammy, expected to take overas the
next foreign secretary, in a major speech last
week laid out an ambitious vision for the re-

tobuildon laid by the Tories.
At home, Labour is reaching out to the

ip with India. Criticising the Tories for
Oover-promising and underdehvenng onthe

Hinduvote (as are the Tories). wasat
the Swaminarayan Temple in Kingsbury with
the promise to protect the interests of British
Hindus. But the new Labour can'tignore other
‘minorities, including the Pakistani diaspora
which stands at 1.2 million (the Indian dias-
pora is at 1.5mn). The UK-based Khalistani
groups will continue to lobby the new gov-
ernment to push an anti-India agenda.

For Delhi, there is no escaping the fact that
India’s domestic politics and the fractures of
the Subcontinent will continue to resonate
within the large South Asian diaspora. Like in
most democracies, retail politics in the UK inv-
olves cultivating vote banks. Delhi, then, hasa
two-fold task. One is to maintain the pressure
to curb anti-India activity in the UK. Delhi

isready
tosteponthe polmcal accelerator towrap up
the free trade deal and push forward on the
technological and defence fronts.

Even moreimportant s the Labour world-
view that Lammy is dubbing as “progressive
realism”. The emphasis is on “realism”.If Cook
and Corbyn elevated the rhetoricon a “values-
based foreign policy” that was out of touch
with reality, Starmer and Lammy are saying
Britain must deal with the world as it is and
not how it wishes it to be.

The writer is visiting professor at the Institute
of South Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore, and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

WHEN THE LicHTS GO OUT

Why people need to sleep — and how there is profit in that

TANUJ SOLANKI

TO THOSE GIVEN to dreaming big, sleeping
big might be a necessity. The Indian Olympic
Association (I0A) seems to have understood
this well. At the July 26 to August 11 Paris
Olympics, the Indian contingent will be ac-
companied by Monika Sharma, a physician
who is an expert in optimising sleep for per-
formance and recovery in sportspersons.
‘The connection between sound sleepand
ellularrepair,and
ery and athletic performance, is well- Estab—
lished. Sport at the highest level is all about
thin margins, and if 30 to 40 extra minutes of
deep sleep can give an athlete a hairline ad-
vantage, it is worth looking at seriously.
While reading about Sharma'’s appoint-
‘ment in The Indian Express, my attention was
drawn to an observation by her: She said,"ig-
norance about sleep is quite profound.” On

ingchancesof h | conflict. Project Cheetah long-
standing problems of Indian conservation. It's up to policymakers to seize the moment.

A WORLD IN HIS WORDS

Ismail Kadare's writing offered resistance by bearing witness
to the many shades of oppression of a totalitarian regime

this wasn't particularly surpris-
mg. The non-cricket-playing Indian athlete
works without much help in their formative
years. Most of our Olympians have become
what they have after overcoming various
scarcities. And they have overcome themonly
bydintofeffortand stubbornness. This can be
suchaconstantenterprise, with hard workits
only currency and everything else setin a
trade-off against it, that rest and recovery
struggle toarrive at the centre. This may hap-
pen despite an innate understanding of the

SMAILKADARE'S DISENCHANTMENT with happened not
Hoxhatookover Albaniain K /as eight. It came later, when he wen
toMoscow to the Gorky Instif World Lif asheputitinanin-

terview with The Paris Review, “an official writer of the regime”. The indoctrination
failed to move him: It reminded him of the Soviet books back home that spoke of “hope”,
“hard work” and “sunshine” in the same breath, capturing nothing of all that was fast van-
ishing around them. For nearly four decades, Albania would be under the repressive com-
munist dictatorship of Hoxha. But in Moscow, [(adana would realise that he wasn't a be—

twoas ial to high performance. And till
the sportsperson reaches the limit where the

None of the activities
mentioned gain from sleep
deprivation, yet we are all
doing what we are doing.
The stresses and anxieties of
contemporary life are, no
doubt, to blame. But popular
culture, with its injunctions
of chasing onc’s goals, its
imperatives of burning the
midnight oil while doing so,
and its narratives of linking
success with sacrifice, has its
role to play here.

truth of “what got you here won't take you
there” presents itselfas a challenge.
Thisisn't muchdifferent from how we be-
have in any area of achievement. Students
studying for competitive exams like NEET are
coached into extending their study hours at
the cost of sleep. College students (the MBAs
are the worst) gloat about all-nighters.
Corporate workers fetishise long hours, it be-
ing no secret where the extra hour or two
comes from. Even novelists like myself steal
hours from the night when a book nears its
meaner parts. None of the activities men-

besoldasa i i thi
may notfindits feetmevndence butthefactof
sleep becoming a product cannot be denied.
Thereisawell-defined category called “sleep
products” in existence; these include mela-
toninstrips, gummies, eyeoils,eye
covers, pills, foot patches, and so on.

Sleep might even be up for some tech-
based disruption. Online furniture seller The
Sleep Company, for example, talks of
SmartGRID mattresses and recliner beds. The
company raised Rs 184 crore in Series C fund-
ingin December 2023, and mentions “chang-

vation, yet we are
all doing what we are doing. The stresses and
anxieties of contemporary life are, nodoubt, to
blame. But popular culture, with its injunc-
tions of chasing one’s goals, its imperatives of
burning the midnight oil while doing so, and
its narratives of linking success wi Tifice,

ing the way " as part of its vision.
The Sleep Company’s competitor, Wakefit,
talks of XpertGRID™ mattresses. It talks of “of-
fering highly innovative sleep solutions at af-
fordable prices, thus democratising sleep in
India”. If one didn’t understand company vi-

i dashesofhy-

hasitsrole to play here. The environment en-
sures we all see ourselves as frantic pursuers.

Sleep deprivation has no benefits. The US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

perbole, one would imagine a lot of change

and democracy in the future of Indian sleep.
Perhaps, in time, we will see more busi-

nesses grounded in the simple insight that

descril “public health
epidemic” way backin 2014, linking it to hy-
pertension, diabetes, depression, obesity and
cancer. There is no reason to suspect that this
is only an American phenomenon. What led
the world to this point?

Sometimes, the conspiracy theoristin me
wondersifsleep has been imperilled globally
for business reasons — so that good sleep can

peoplear Pay
It's a case of economics, really: The lesser the
supply of a thing, the pricier it becomes. One
place, however, where one wishes the supply
of sleep to be adequate is the Indian contin-
gentinParis.Here's to hoping that Sharma's ef-
forts aid our athletes to put in their best.

The writer’s last novel is Manjhi's Mayhem

Jury 3,1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO

liever. vriting, it
that held his people prisoner. One of Albania’s finest writers, Kadare, 88, died on July 1.
Beginning with The General of the Dead Army (1970) that he wrote at the age of 26 about
an Italian general who returns to Albania after World War II to repatriate bodies of dead
Italian soldiers, to 7?12 Palace of Dreams(1981)about. inatotal-
ubjectstoget. i

itarianO
future, Kadare's fiction and poetry relied on myth-making and allusions to lend them dis-
tance and its writer immunity from state reprisal. There was also a bit of self-serving ma-
nipulation, too — in 1977, he wrote The Great Winter, a hagiographic portrait of Hoxha. His
defence in later years was practical: Between persecution and flattery, he chose the latter.

Kadare never won the Nobel Prize in Literature, even though he was considered to be in
contention for years. But the 2005 Booker International Prize winner did something more
powerful. His books gave shelter to a lost Balkan way of life — the only act of resistance that
transcends regimes and offers a chance to “overcome the impossible”.

. |

JBK GovT DISMISSED

THE 13-MONTH-OLD FAROOQ Abdullah
Ministry was dismissed by the governor

and Kashmir, the Opposition called for a
united condemnation of this “undemocratic
act”. While LK Advani, the BJP general secre-
tary npmed that the governor should haveal-

Jagmohan Malhotra followed by talla-  lowe nmenttotestitsma-
tion of a new government headed by G M jority, CPM leader E M S Namboodiripad felt
Shah. Farooq’s ministry was di donits  thi tepbythe

being reduced to a minority after 12 party
MLAs and an independent announced their
withdrawal of support. Fourteen new minis-
ters were also sworn in in the new ministry.

OPPOSITION CONDEMNS

OW[NG TOTHE pre- -dawn defection and in-
aminorit injJammu

epaper.indianexpress.oom.. .

against non-Congress governments.

TaMmIL ISSUE AND INDIA

JRJAYEWARDENE, the Sri Lankan President
said that he had recapitulated his views to
IndiraGandhi, the Indian Prime Minister, that
the political resolution to the Tamil problem
was Sri Lanka’s “internal matter”

Jayewardene said that he also conveyed his
determination to oppose separatism and the
resorttoviolence in pursuit of political objec-
tives to the Indian Prime Minister.

LANDSLIDES KiLL 30

ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL reports, 30 people
were killed in two major landslides —one in
Wayanad in Kerala and the other in
Chikmagalur in Karnataka. Among the 16
people who were killed at Rani Hill
in Wayanad, 12 were Adivasis. Fourteen
plantation workers were killed in the land-
slides at Madhugundi village, about 80 km
from Chikmagalur.
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Telecom tariff hikes are
good for market rivalry

The latest tar

ncreases by Reliance Jio gave Airtel and VI space to follow suit. Enlarged

revenues for all three private players should spell healthy competition that Il serve users well

he latest round of tariff hikes by
telecom companies in India was
much needed for a sector that has
had some of the lowest data charges
in the world. Itis notable that these
upward revisions were led by Reli-
ance Jio, the telecom services provider which
began the price war that sent tariffs on a down-
ward spiral about seven years ago. Jio did not
call for other tariffs to rise, but by hiking its own
steeply (up by 25% on some subscriber plans), it
made market space for its two private-sector
rivals to follow. Hikes by Bharti Airtel and Voda-
fone Idea (VI) range from 10% to 21%, although
their advocacy of an all-round rise has rung out
loud and clear since November 2021, when they
last raised charges. The fact that these two had
to watt for Jio’s move is a sign of the leadership
Jio acquired through its price aggression. And
Reliance’s deep pockets played a role in that.
Offering telecom services is a highly capital-
intensive operation in India, with money guz-
zled not just by equipment and other set-up
infrastructure, but also expensive airwave spec-
trum. Upgrading networks to keep pace with
evolving technology is costly too. To roll out
5G services, for example, telecom firms spent
about 1.5 trillion on spectrum, equipment and
user outreach. Yet, most telecom consumers
are very price-sensitive—and charges have long
been accordingly low. The average revenue per
user for operators in this market is still under
%200, a level that makes profitability quite a
challenge even on huge volumes. As of April
2024, Jio's active user base was reported at 433
million, Airtel’s at 383 million and VI's 193 mil-
lion. But their returns-on-investment remain
weighed down by weak pricing power. For
them to keep investing and improving services,

tariffs need to stiffen as we go along. According
to brokerages, the latest hikes will boost their
toplines by about 15%. While Jio and Airtel have
been making quarterly profits, VI was in the
most acute need of a revenue bump-up, given
its heavy debt burden and trail of losses. VI's
financial woes are partly on account of a judicial
setback that saddled it with massive dues to the
government, a blow that was so hard, it had put
its survival in doubt. With various measures
adopted in recent years against such an out-
come, including a dues-for-equity deal that left
the government as VI's single largest share-
holder, that worry is now thankfully in the past.
Adter the latest tariff hikes, brokerages have
turned positive again on its prospects.

Telecom service users may feel a slight pinch
when they look at their bills, but even they have
good reason for relief. All three private players
in better financial shape would insure this vital
market against the risk of duopoly dominance.
The government’s stake in VI, the result of a
broader relief package for telecom in 2021,
means that the Centre’s interests as a direct
investor are aligned with the whole market's: It
takes at least three well-resourced rivals for a
market to benefit from rivalry and serve as a
win-win arena for customers and companies
alike. So, while low-income users may fret
about bill inflation, the sector’s overall cus-
tomer base must recognize it as a price worth
paying for the quality and innovation that
healthy competition assures. These tariff hikes
came back-to-back, sure, but since Airtel and
VI openly acted in relieved response to Jio’s
move, they betray no sign of cartelesque collu-
sion. Notably, the hiked rates are not extractive.
After all, they remain a fraction of what telecom
users pay in most other countries.
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So long as the music is playing,
investors must get up and dance

What Citigroup’s Chuck Prince said is worth recalling as our stock market boom continues apace

is the author of ‘Bad Money’.

n September 2023, stock brokerage

Kotak Institutional Equities (KIE)

issued a research note saying, “The
steep increase in stock prices simply
reflects the irrational exuberance of
investors in the mid-cap and small-cap
parts of the market.” Also that “there is
no meaningful change in the funda-
mentals of most companies; in fact, they
have worsened in many cases.”

Inarecent research note written in a
tongue-and-cheek manner, the broker-
age reiterated what it said in September:
“The pond [that is the stock market]
seems to have overheated of late, visible
in the bubbles in the water.” However,
many investors remained oblivious to
these bubbles in the stock market, KIE
said. Some of this overheating was
because of “a monthly plan”. This is in
reference to systematic investment
plans (SIPs) which are used by many
retail investors to invest regularly and
largely in equity mutual funds (MFs),
which invest mostly in stocks. Monthly
flows into SIPs have been growing every
month, with close to 321,000 crore
invested in May.

All this money, the brokerage said,
has led to the “water in the pond...
reaching higher and higher levels.” This
refers to all the new money driving
stock prices to newer highs. KIE ana-
lysts further said that “the pond’s water
could be at risk of turning into steam
and disappearing altogether,” but

investors are busy “rolling in the lucre.”

So, is this an escalation of commit-
ment on KIE’s part in order to defend
what it said in September? Or s it just
unhappy about how stock prices have
continued to rise fast after its bearish
call that month? Or is the stock market
‘really’ irrati ?

Crashes: A History of Financial Crises,
which was first published in 1978: “As
the boom continues... the purchases of
securities... by ‘outsiders’ [read retail
investors] mean that the ‘insiders’ [read
promoters]—those who own these
assets—sell them and realize profits; if

Any stock brokerage that makes a
bold call against the prevailing trend
needs to keep defending what it has
said. Now, given that the BSE 500
index, a very broad representation of
the overall stock market, has risen by
more than 27% from 11 September,
‘when KIE made its call, till last Friday,
its recent writings might seem like an
escalation of commitment.

Nonetheless, the stock market is
clearly overvalued. The prices of many
stocks are significantly higher than
‘what their current earnings and pros-
pects of future earnings justify. As this
writer has mentioned in the past, in
2024-25, the price-to-book ratio (a val-
uation measure) of BSE 500 stocks has
so far been the highest since 2007-08.

Further, a recent news report in Mint
quoting data from Prime Database
points out that in the first six months of
2024, promoters or owners of busi-
nesses have sold stocks worth 262,000
crore. This is the highest in the last six
years, for which the report shared data,
and only half the year has gone by.

Promoters are the ultimate insiders.
The kind of information access they
have about their own companies, no
one else does. And when so many of
them sell at the same time, what it basi-
cally tells us is that they feel their share
prices are overvalued, and that they
don't expect the future earnings of their
companies to rise at a pace that justifies
the rise in share prices, and so there is
money to be taken off the table, and this
is why they are selling. They may have
reckoned they could buy back their
holdings later, at a lower price.

In fact, this is a point that economic
historian Charles Kindleberger made in
his all-time classic Manias, Panics and

Govimoves [EEmmmns
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itsiders are buyers, then the sell-
ers must be insiders.”

If we look at a specific example, a loss-
making and over-leveraged company,
Vodafone Idea, recently decided to raise
2,458 crore via a preferential issue of
shares to its vendors in order to clear a
portion of what the company owes
them. Analysts feel that the company
could use this modus operandi in the
future as well.

Itis able to do this simply because its
stock prices have rallied by 140% in the
last one year—despite a lack of earnings.
This is again a great example of insiders
using outsiders to take some money off
the table.

So, where does that leave KIE or
everyone else who believes that the
stock market is overvalued? It's worth
remembering a line often attributed to
economist John Maynard Keynes, but
actually said by another economist Gary
Shilling: “Markets can remain irrational
alot longer than you and | can remain
solvent.”

Indeed, it’s also worth remembering
something that Chuck Prince, the then
chief executive of Citigroup, told the
Financial Times in July 2007: “When
the music stops, in terms of liquidity,
things will be complicated. But as long
as the music is playing, you've got to get
up and dance. We're still dancing.”
Which is why when it comes to institu-
tional investors—be it stock brokerages,
mutual funds, private equity firms or
insurance companies—those who run
them are always bullish. In public, they
always believe that markets can only go
up. They just can't stop dancing.

KIE has stopped dancing. This bro-
kerage might eventually turn out to be
right. But right now, it is looking wrong.
Indeed, terribly wrong.

JUST A THOUGAT

An important key
to investing is to remember
that stocks are not

lottery tickets.

PETER LYNCH

Needed: A societal awakening to take on climate change

LEENA SRIVASTAVA

% ) Supreme Court ruling connected
with the survival of the endangered

Great Indian Bustard species on 6

April 2024 stated: “ ... the people have a right

against the adverse effects of climate change

... this right and the right to a clean environ-

ment are two sides of the same coin.... The

inability of underserved

adapt to climate change or cope with its
effects violates the right to life as well as the
right to equality... If climate change and
environmental degradation lead to acute
food and water shortages in a particular area,
poorer communities will suffer more than
richer ones.” This game-changing jurispru-
dence, recognizing protection against the
adverse impacts of climate change as worthy
of being considered a fundamental human
right, came days before a similar ruling by
Europe’s top human rights court that the
Swiss government had violated the human
rights of its citizens by failing to do enough
to combat climate change. In various coun-
tries where governments are struggling to

is an independent expert on
climate change and clean
energy.

meet their climate commitments and raise
their ambitions, leading to perceptions that
their climate responses lack urgency, legal
systems are empowering citizens to hold
administrations to account.

It has been 30 years since The United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) came into force (in
March 1994), 30 years since India as a mem-
ber of its governing body has been partici-
pating in—and often also leading—interna-
tional negotiations on various defining prin-
ciples (such as common but differentiated

to P and (for
financing action and technology transfers in
particular) that continue to evolve as the sci-
ence of this complex global phenomenon
unravels, and 30 years since we had the
opportunity to prepare ourselves for climate
change and its impacts.

In this time, the window for climate miti-
gation actions kept getting smaller as green-
house gases continue being emitted with
impunity. Recognizing this, UNFCCC nego-
tiations got more complex with the inclusion
of adaptation actions, and ultimately, in view
of exponentially increasing risks from cli-
mate change, also of the ‘loss and damage’
caused by climate-change impacts.

India and the rest of the world are witness-

find ourselves woefully under-prepared to

ing extreme weather events with higher fre-
quency and intensity than ever before. We

be able to anticipate such events, leave alone
manage their impact somewhat effectively.

To make matters worse, the clustering of
such extreme events is increasing the misery
of people in general, and
vulnerable populations in
particular, manifold. The
massive heat wave that
India experienced this year
exposed over 600 million
people to health dangers,
leading to many lives being
lost and the establishment
of the country’s first heat
clinics. As we looked for

People should
exercise the
power given by
the Supreme
Court to hold

Supreme Court of India speaks of the right to
be protected against the adverse impacts of
climate change, it cannot be i as

of the country dealing with the above and
related issues becomes pot_e_ntially culpable

merely addressing the loss and damage from
climate events. Governments in India,
through their policies and regulations, as
well as all other institutional actors have to

for ing the of people to
climate impacts.

While India is on track to become one of
the world's four largest economies, it ranks
a poor 134th out of 193 countries on the

take fortheir | Human D
mitigation, adaptation and
resilience building

(in)actions, and be held
accountable. Beyond the
enabling environments
provided by governments,
all decisions and actions by
informed and resourceful
actors—from regulators,
financial institutions and

rain relief, different parts authorities corporations to local
of the country were municipalities—should
blessed with abundant accountable also be challengeable.

rainfall, but the largely

poor quality of our power

infrastructure had a role in making the heat

misery worse for just about everyone, and

disproportionately so for the poor.
Extreme heat, rain variability, cyclones in

coastal areas and melting glaciers are all

going to be par for the course now. However,

it is important to that when the

Ths_ Supreme Court took

Index (of the UNDP)
and scores an even worse rank of No. 176 out
of 180 countries on the Environmental Per-
formance Index (of Yale University).

We are clearly in a wobbly situation with
respect to sustainable development. Note
that even on economic performance, we
have a very unequal picture emerging, with
the top 10% and top 1% in India accounting
for 57% and 22% of our total national
income, respectively, according to World
Inequality Report, 2022, while the bottom
half's share has gone down to 13%.

Urgent action and course corrections are
needed to better prepare India for the
i of extreme weather

an pproach in

recognizing the indivisible nature of what
we know as sustainable development goals
(SDGs). It also highlighted how climate
change is connected with various human
rights, including the right to health, indige-
nous rights, gender equality and the right to

As such, the entire machinery

events. For the empowerment provided by
the Supreme Court’s 6 April ruling to result
in meaningful outcomes, the country will
require a much more informed and
engaged society and the genuine imple-
mentation of people’s participation in eco-
nomic decision-making.
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A digital public platform could
boost labour market efficiency

India’s employment challenges call for the setting up of a smooth online

k|

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is executive director at Artha India Research
Advisors.

he Indian labour market can often

seem bewildering. One recent example

is the chairman of a leading engineer-

ing company saying earlier last month

that his firm is facing a shortage of

workers and engineers in several of its
business divisions. The total gap estimated by S.N.
Subrahmanyan of Larsen & Toubro is 45,000.
His statement comes against the backdrop of a
growing national debate about the lack of quality
jobs for a young population. Surveys conducted
before the recent national elections showed that
inadequate employment opportunities were one
of the major concerns as voters prepared to elect a
new Parliament.

It is not uncommon to hear employers say that
they are unable to find labour for their projects.
Neither is it uncommon to hear stories of young
people desperately seeking jobs. One answer to
this paradox is well known-—the skills gap. Too
many youngsters coming out of colleges and uni-
versities across the country do not have the skills
that companies seek. A lot of attention has been
focused on this problem, even though not much
has changed on the ground as yet.

However, the curious coexistence of labour
shortages in a labour surplus economy is not just a
matter of skills. This is especially true in the case
of an unorganized labour market such as ours.
Economists have in recent decades studied
situations in which buyers and sellers do not auto-
matically find each other because of a variety of
“search frictions.” Search is imperfect. It involves
costs. There are risks involved as well.

The standard model that we learn in any basic
economics course tells us that buyers and sellers.
seamlessly meet in a market. Transactions are
finalized at an equilibrium price. This works very
well in most situations, especially when undiffer-
entiated products are involved. The situation is
more tricky when the same product comes in
many different variants. Labour markets are a clas-
sic case of a setting in which searching for the right
supplier or buyer is costly. So are housing markets.

Three economists—Peter A. Diamond, Dale T.
Mortensen and Christopher A. Pissarides—were
awarded the Nobel Prize in ics in 2010 “for

hanis,

for labour d d and supply to meet

[ e

wish. Simultancously, there are both job vacancies
and unemployment on the labour market.”

There are several ways in which search costs are
brought down. One interesting response in India,
especially when informal jobs are being sought, is
the use of social networks. For example, one per-
son moves to the city in search of a job, gradually
builds credibility with his employer, and then
brings in others from his village or caste group to
work with him. In effect, the cost of searching for a
new employee to work in a restaurant or at a con-
struction site is reduced.

However, the rapid spread of digital public
infrastructure (DPI) in India offers a different
. A whole range of such platforms has

their analysis of markets with search frictions.” In
its press release announcing the award, the Nobel
Foundation said something that should resonate in
contemporary India as well: “On many markets,
buyers and sellers do not always make contact with
one another immediately. This concerns, for exam-
ple, employers who are looking for employees and
workers who are trying to find jobs. Since the
search process requires time and resources, it cre-
ates friction in the market. On such search markets,

reduced transaction costs for citizens in several
areas. The United Payments Interface, for exam-
ple, has been a huge success. There have also been
other examples such as the Open Network for
Digital Commerce, which is trying to connect
small businesses in the country with consumers.
The hope is that even a small neighbourhood
business can sell to consumers in different parts of
India. There is a strong case for building a similar
digital platform that will connect employers with

BLOOMBERG

ant of this idea in May 2020, when the big ques-
tion was how India should get its economy back
on track after the first lockdown of the pandemic
(bit.ly/4cGpooL),

Contemporary labour economists such as David
Autor at Harvard University have shown that low-
wage workers often take the first job that comes
their way, either because of a lack of information or
an inability to take risks, which implicitly means a
loss of bargaining power. The question then is
whether a public digital platform that helps match
workers with employers—and perhaps to key wel-
fare schemes as well—will boost wages and pro-
ductivity. Autor recently wrote a paper with Arin-
drajit Dube and Annie McGrew on how the pan-
demic first led to job losses, followed by a churn as
workers found better-paying jobs during the
recovery. They argue that relief cheques given to
families by the US government also helped. The
result s that the wage gap in the US has narrowed
in the past three years.

India has a massive task of job creation in the
coming years. It also has a more immediate prob-
lem of weakening consumer spending because of
weak wage growth. A DPI set-up that makes the

the demands of some buyers will not be met, while
some scllers cannot sell as much as they would

potential workers—a DPI provision for the Indian
labour market. I had earlier written about a vari-

MYy

Indian labour market more efficient would help in
these circumstances.
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Newsom looks

well positioned

to replace US candidate Biden

Democrats could ask California’s governor to run for president

ERIKA D. SMITH
is a politics and policy columnist for
Bloomberg Opinion.

hen cameras captured California

Governor Gavin Newsom walk-

ing into CNN’s spin room last
Thursday, flashing his Hollywood smile
before the presidential debate in Atlanta, a
few political observers in his home state
rushed to social media with some version
of the same annoyed question: “Why is he
there?” He was there to cheer on President
Joe Biden before his debate with former
President Donald Trump. “Biden is confi-
dent,” Newsom told reporters. “He’s got a
record and he’s got a vision for the future.”

A couple of painful hours later, after a
debate in which Biden, his voice raspy and
halting, looked every bit of his 81 years, that
vision for the future seemed cloudy.
Biden’s frail appearance led to immediate
and widespread speculation that he would
be pushed to decline the Democratic nomi-
nation. And that kind of talk, in turn, leads
quickly to Newsom.

Of'the many prominent Democrats with
aspirations for higher office, Newsom is
arguably best equipped—in fund-raising,
messaging and campaign infrastructure, to
step up inan emergency. And this is, by all
indications, one for the party. The 90 min-
utes that Biden spent on stage with Trump,
live before millions of viewers, served to
reinforce what polls have indicated since
Biden decided to run for re-election: Most
voters believe he is too old to be president.

The panic among Democratic Party
insiders could case in coming days if post-
debate polling doesn’t turn out to be as dire
as many suspect. But if the party is looking
for a replacement, Newsom is an obvious
choice. Fellow Californian Vice President
Kamala Harris could do the job, of course.
But polling typically shows Harris with
high unfavourable numbers and, if Biden’s
candidacy goes south, her ties to the presi-
dent may be more trouble than help.

Meanwhile, Newsom, governor of the
most populous US state, has long appeared
to be running a sort of shadow campaign as
Biden’s backup. He has emerged as one of
the president’s most effective and telegenic
surrogates, a frequent presence on cable
news and aggressive on social media.

Newsom hasn’t shied away from the cul-
ture wars, winning fans in some Demo-
cratic circles. For example, in a splashy
debate last fall on Fox News against his
favourite Republican opponent, Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis, Newsom called
out DeSantis for his policies banning
books, whitewashing African-American
history and targeting transgender student
athletes. “You attack i

Gavin Newsom has hinted of presidential
ambitions 3

ing buta bully. I understand that intimidat-
ing and humiliating people, that’s your
calling card.”

Now in his second and last term as gov-
emor, Newsom also has campaign cash and
access to more. He has used his fund-rais-
ing prowess to support Democratic candi-
dates running in ‘red’ Republican states
and to push solidly liberal causes, such as
abortion rights.

Newsom also has been raising his profile
overseas, much to the aggravation of many
who want his attention in California. Last
month, he was at the Vatican to talk with
Pope Francis about climate change. Last
year, he met Chinese leader Xi Jinping and
also visited Isracl. Closer home, he has
been back and forth to the White House.
He’s doing that thing that all presidential
hopefuls do: He is working on a memoir.

Newsom has dismissed speculation that
he s running for president. At the debate,
he didn’t change his tune.

Cornered by a scrum of reporters, he was
asked if he was “ready to replace Joe
Biden.” Newsom called the idea “a non
sequitur.” Asked whether he would urge
Biden to reconsider running. “Absolutely
not,” Newsom told them. “T have his back
100 percent.””

It’s a measure of the press frenzy caused
by the debate that, a few minutes after that,
Newsom was asked yet again, this time on
MSNBC, whether the debate had shaken
the presidential race. Newsom shook his
head angrily. “We’ve got to go in and got to
keep our heads high, ™ he said. “We’ve got
to have the back of this President. You
don’t turn your back because of one per-
formance. And what kind of party does
that?” A better question—and one that
Newsom should consider—is what kind of
party nominates a candidate who most
Americans are convinced is too old to han-
dle the pressures of the presidency—and a
candidate who could very well lose to a
would-be autocrat who traffics in lies?

The stakes are too high.

Newsom on Thursday told reporters that
it’s unhelpful to our democracy to “go
down these rabbit holes” about replacing
Biden. But then he added: “This country,
the world, they need us right now to step
up and that’s exactly what I intend to do.”

Many Democrats would no doubt be

ties,” Newsom told DeSantis. “You’re noth-

relieved if he did. (©BLOOMBERG

Written submissions to courts could accelerate justice

RAHUL MATTHAN

is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of *The Third Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance’. His X

n their book, The Court on Trial, Aparna

Chandra, Sital Kalantry and William Hub-

bard have taken a data-driven approach to
assessing the performance of the Indian
Supreme Court. Using data-sets created
from over a million Supreme Court cases,
they try to find answers to whether our apex
court is in fact a “people’s court”; whether
certain individuals (senior counsels with
high name recognition) have inordinate
influence on outcomes; whether the Chief
Justice (as Master of the Roster) has outsize
influence through the ability to strategically
assign cases to benches of his or her choice;
and whether the promise of post-retirement
postings could influence judicial decisions
towards the end of a judge’s term.

There are some elements of the book that
I do not fully agree with, such as the method-
ology adopted to assess whether in fact the
Supreme Court is a “people’s court.” To do
this, the authors looked at case-admission
data and argued that it is in fact a people’s
court because the evidence suggests that the

Court admits more cases that are unlikely to
‘win than not. This, to me, is a roundabout
way of arriving at this conclusion. Surely, it
would have been more straightforward to
simply count the number of cases filed by
laypersons or those without any privilege,
and calculate what proportion of them were
admitted. Rather that evaluating access as a
function of whether a case is weak or strong,
‘we should examine whether those of a par-
ticular class or status have as much of a
chance as anyone else to get justice from the
Indian judiciary.

That said, there were a number of other
insights that were useful. For instance, their
data on the backlog of cases in the Supreme
Court were quite revealing: close to 40% of
all cases in the Supreme Court have been
pending for more than five years, with an
additional 7.7% pending for more than 10.
While we all have anecdotal information
about the delays in the Indian legal system,
it may come as a shock to many that even the
highest court in the land takes, in some
cases, as long as the high court does, or the
average trial length, to dispose of a matter.

Having identified the scale of the backlog
problem, the authors also suggest solutions.
They start by questioning the undue empha-
sis we place on oral advocacy, suggesting

that this is a significant cause for delay. This
is something I have also pointed out in previ-
ous articles in this column, suggesting that
we eschew oral arguments for written sub-
missions, particularly in commercial dis-
putes where the decision is often just a find-
ing of fact. In support of their argument, they
point to the review juris-
diction of the Supreme
Court, under which,
except in extreme circum-
stances, cases are decided
on written submissions
alone. If this can work for
review petitions, surely it
can be extended to other
cases also.

They then point to the
fact that there are no con-
straints on the amount of
time lawyers get to argue
their cases. As a direct con-
sequence of this, cases
stretch on indeterminately, not only making
itimpossible to assess how long a given case
will take to conclude, but also creating a
wholly unprofessional situation in courts
where every other lawyer has to hang
around waiting for lawyers in cases listed
before theirs to stop speaking before they

It would let us
impose time
limits on oral

arguments and

speed up trials
to ease India’s
case backlog

can stand up and argue their matters.

These are inefficiencies that we have all
gotten so accustomed to that we believe it is
an inescapable feature of the judicial system.
My proposal of moving to a system where
decisions are made solely on the basis of
written arguments has been met by many in
the system with the sort of
horror reserved for a par-
ticularly  sacrilegious
offence. There seems a
deep-seated belief that
unless lawyers have made
oral arguments—that too
with no limits on the
amount of time for which
they can speak—justice will
not be done.

Last month, I had an
opportunity to spend a
weekend with an appellate
judge in the Ninth Judicial
Circuit of the US. During
that time we discussed various aspects of the
Indian judicial system and how it differs
from the way things are done in the US. I was
surprised to learn that in many instances,
judges in the US are happy to decide cases
solely on the basis of written submissions.

Oral arguments, where they take place, have

to be concluded within a strict time limit
typically no more than 10 minutes per side
for minor matters, with the most important
(death penalty) cases being allowed oral
arguments of up to 30 minutes a side.

When I asked her how she feels she has all
the information she needs to decide on a
case after just 20 minutes of oral arguments,
she said that in almost every instance her
decision is largely based on the written sub-
missions she has read in advance. When law-
yers make oral arguments, she uses that time
to get clarifications from them on issues that
may not have been fully covered in the writ-
ten submissions.

Accustomed, as T am, to the way things are
done here, 30 minutes feels hopelessly
short. But if this can work in the US, I see no
reason why we cannot, in the interest of
improving efficiency, at least try to impose
some sort of time limits on oral arguments in
Indian courts.

Even if we start with generous time limits,
the resulting certainty will significantly
improve the efficiency of the courts. What's
more, it will reduce the premium currently
placed on oral advocacy—something that
primarily benefits highly recognizable sen-
ior counsels to the detriment of young
up-and-coming lawyers.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Brace for a deluge

As India transitions from the scorching summer heat to the
monsoon season, a dramatic shift in weather is on the horizon

soon. It is welcome as it brings much relief from the scorching heat and a lot of

As the rumbling in clouds becomes louder and the humidity rises, itis time for mon-

discomfort that comes with it but as the monsoon progresses it also becomes a
challenge, exposing our inadequacies and unpreparedness to meet this annual phenom-
enon. The monsoon season, while a welcome relief from the summer heat, brings with
it significant challenges. The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red
alert for heavy rainfall in seven states: Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Karnataka, Uttarakhand,
Goa, and Madhya Pradesh. Residents of these areas are advised to brace for severe
weather conditions, including the potential for flash floods, particularly in Uttarakhand,
Goa, and Karnataka. This year's monsoon is expected to be more severe than usual.
The IMD has warned of extremely heavy rainfall over the next few days, which could
lead to S|gn|f|cant disruptions and pose serious risks to life and property.It is just a mat-

ter of days before Delhi will wear a Venice look as water
logging is a norm that repeats every year. The people
living on the banks of Yamuna would be rendered home-
less as if it were their destiny. And after the waters
recede it would be life as usual for the people and the
Government alike. But a lot of misery is in store for
Uttarakhand where flash floods are predicted.
Uttarakhand faces an elevated risk of flash floods. The
steep slopes and narrow valleys can quickly channel
rainwater, leading to sudden and severe flooding. Goa
is also vulnerable to heavy rains and flash floods dur-
ing the monsoon. The state’s infrastructure can become
quickly overwhelmed, leading to waterlogging and dis-

ruption of services. Karnataka is expected to experience torrential downpours. The Western
Ghats, which run along the western edge of the state, can intensify the rainfall, increas-
ing the risk of floods and landslides.
Itis not just the monsoon, but its aftermath is equally challenging. The waterborne dis-
eases and spectre of epidemics loom large while authorities watch it happening as mute
spectators. Indeed it is high time authorities in the affected states take proactive mea-
sures to mitigate the impact of the heavy rains and prepare for the possible evacuation

of vulnerable populations to safer areas.

Issuing regular updates and warnings to keep

the public informed and safe. Ensuring that critical infrastructure, such as dams and
drainage systems, are prepared to handle the increased water levels. Many bridges in
Bihar have collapsed even before the monsoon, airport Terminal T1 in Delhi collapsed
and several highways have caved in, if these are not warning signals then what is? Blaming
the monsoon is certainly lame. It is not sudden or unexpected. It happens every year
yet we are ill-prepared for it. Besides, we so much depend upon it for irrigating our
fields and providing drinking water. One can find so many pains when the rain is falling
but then Without the rain, there would be no rainbow!

Villagers use a boat to travel acros a flood affected area after heavy rainfall, in Morigaon district PTI

The need for music and life
skills in modern education

"To ensure holistic development and equal opportunities for all children,
music must become an integral part of the school curriculum

riven on one side by
Ddevelopmems in

technology and on
the other by changes to the
global social order, we face
tectonic shifts in the future
of the workforce and chal-
lenges such as climate
change and conflict. With
this as a backdrop in mind,
there is an urgent need to
ensure that we can equip
today’s youth with the skills
and mindsets to thrive in
this dynamic environ-
ment.Education for the last
200 years has largely been
based on imparting knowl-
edge.
With increasing levels of
specialization through the
Industrial Revolution,
knowledge became more
valuable; however, today,
soft skills, also known as
Life Skills, have become
much more needed.
Without these skills, it is
difficult to survive and suc-
ceed.More importantly,
character building becomes
imperative if we are to be
prepared to tackle the glob-
al challenges facing us. We
must define leadership not
by position but as “Strength
of Character” and “Sense of
Community” There is plen-

ty of research and evidence
showing that skills such as
collaboration and commu-
nication, critical and cre-
ative thinking, and charac-
ter traits such as self-confi-
dence, grit, and resilience,
as well as having a growth
mindset, can be effectively
developed through experi-
ential learning that uses
mediums such as team
sports, the arts, and free
play.

Music is one of the most
powerful art forms that
supports the development
of these skills in multiple,
effective ways. Learning
music requires practice and
self-discipline to improve. It

requires the student to set
goals, like mastering a piece
of music or preparing for a
performance, and then
implement a plan to achieve
these goals.

Performing in a group
teaches students the impor-
tance of working together,
listening to each other, and
supporting one another.
Students who learn differ-
ent types and forms of
music develop empathy and
a deeper understanding of
different perspectives. Most
music programs encourage
composition and improvi-
sation, allowing students
to develop their creative
thinking skills. Performing

Reclaiming Dehradun:
Battling tourism woes

Once an idyllic retreat and educational hub, Dehradun is now
grappling with unchecked tourism, threatening its serene character

n the pantheon of the lead-
ers belonging to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the name of the late
Manohar Parrikar would
always be taken with a lot of
respect. A Goan and an IITan,
Parrikar was never happy with
the stereotypical image of his
state being a tourist destination
for cheap alcohol, drugs and also
sex.While Goa attracted tourists
for its natural beauty and cultur-
al magnetism, since the 1990s,
there has been a noticeable
increase in visitors drawn to the
state for its permissive environ-
ment regarding alcohol, drugs,
and sex tourism. Manohar
Parrikar was vocal about his
reservations concerning this shift
in the tourist profile. He believed
that such trends would tarnish
Goas image and disrupt the
social fabric of the state once and
for all.A leaf could be taken out
from the books of Parrikar by the
current Chief Minister of
Uttrakhand, Pushkar Singh
Dhami regarding a similar crisis
being faced by the Himalayan
state.
Take a drive from Clock Tower
in Dehradun on the legendary
Rajpur Road to Mussoorie, you
will realise that all the cars
parked on the roadside are dou-
bling up as bars. This ‘car-o-bar’
would often be a vehicle with a
Haryana, UP and Punjab num-
ber plate. The two days that one
was in the Doon Valley recent-
ly, as these bars roared in the
costly model cars, one could not
find a single soul in the police
uniform to check them.
Somewhere it seemed that the
absence of the cops on this road
was deliberate to let these bars
prosper.Dehradun was once
known as the bakery capital of
India. These bakery shops lining
Rajpur Road have been overtak-
en by wine shops with glitzy
lights announcing prominently
what they sell. Well, one cannot
protest about the shops but buy-
ing bottles and drinking outside
on the roads have to be surely
protested.Author Ratna
Manucha, whose family has
stayed in the valley for ages, calls
these ‘car-o-baris’ the Aliens
from the other states. “Each
year the crowds coming into my

town swell. These aliens from
outer states come in obscene-
ly big cars, they drive nasty,
trying to edge us locals in our
sensible little cars off the
road, showing the finger on
occasions and mouthing
expletives, throwing rubbish
out of their windows, drink-
ing on unlit highways, and
then crashing their cars into
unsuspecting locals,” says
Manucha.Things get worse
during the weekends as the
Rajpur road gets clogged. The
"tourists' really don't mind
spending hours in the serpen-
tine queues.

However, the residents of
Doon living either on the arte-
rial road or the smaller roads
prefer staying at home lest
their plan to visit somebody
gets wasted in the jam.
Dehradun till about 10 years
back was not like this. It was
still an idyllic town preferred
by people to live a retired life.
In broadening the roads to
accommodate ever-increas-
ing traffic flow, trees have
been cut. Given the winter
pollution in Delhi-NCR, a
large number of people have
bought apartments in Doon
Valley to spend the winter
months. This demand has
given rise to the building of
multi-storeyed apartments.
In turn, these apartments
have been built clearing the
lychee orchards, which once
kept the valley

DEHRADUN TILL
ABOUT 10 YEARS
BACK WAS NOT LIKE
THIS. IT WAS STILL
AN IDYLLIC TOWN
PREFERRED BY
PEOPLE TO LIVEA
RETIRED LIFE. IN
BROADENING THE
ROADS TO
ACCOMMODATE
EVER-INCREASING
TRAFFIC FLOW,
TREES HAVE BEEN
cut

Y~

green.Dehradun till some
years back did not need the
use of air-conditioners. The
hotels with the ACs largely
used them during the winter
months for room heating
purposes. But you can now
see the topography of the
valley with houses having air-
conditioners jutting out of
their windows.This ‘hor-
rorscape’ is not just limited to
the summer tourist season.
Dehradun in the past two
decades has evolved into a
major centre for higher edu-
cation.

The large number of the col-
leges, both professional and
general, have mushroomed
along the ridges and the
plains. They are not exactly
home to centres for great
knowledge earning but cer-
tainly, give a graduate degree
for a handsome fee.Given the
high fee structure, there is
always a dearth of students
and vacant seats. The market-
ing teams of these institutions
scout far and wide specially
looking for the youth wanti-
ng some fun with a degree as
abonus. These ‘students’ pre-
fer staying in the apartments
outside the campus, as it can
accommodate their costly
cars, as there are no restric-
tions on their timing to return
home and none really both-
ered if their vehicle fell into a
gorge as they drove in a
drunken state.Uttarakhand

SIDHARTH MISHRA

too has liberal liquor laws like
Goa. Excise duty earned from
liquor sales is the mainstay of
the state revenue. But should-
n't Dhami be concerned about
the image of Uttarakhand
like Parrikar was for Goa?The
late leader streamlined things
in Goa without really tinkling
with the existing laws.
Parrikar emphasized the need
for a robust law enforcement
framework to tackle alcohol
and drug tourism.
He increased police
patrolling in tourist hotspots
and enhanced coordination
with central agencies.Second
Parrikar pushed for regula-
tions to control the sale and
consumption of liquor in
tourist areas. This included
measures such as restricting
liquor outlets and promoting
responsible  drinking
through awareness cam-
paigns.Dhami_government
in Uttarakhand too needs to
make the presence of the
cops more effective and con-
trol the misery that the res-
idents of the city are being
made to face. It’s also
depressing for those who
regularly visit Doon to spend
some time in peace who are
now ending up being shooed
by the blaring horns of
speeding vehicles.
(The writer is the author and
president, of the Centre for
Reforms, Development &
Justice; views are personal)

RAVI SONAD

in front of an audience
helps build self-confidence
while learning from mis-
takes during a performance
helps build resilience and a
growth mindset.Today, a
well-rounded music cur-
riculum is available in high-
er-end private schools, but
all children must get the
same opportunity. We need
to ensure that music educa-
tion becomes a core part of
the school curriculum and
is not treated as an

extracurricular activity.
Only then can we ensure
equal access, regardless of
background or skill level.If
we can make teaching
music in schools the norm,
it will ensure the holistic
development of all chil-
dren. Building character
and life skills will mean that
we will not only support
children in their journey
towards personal and pro-
fessional success, but we
will also help develop a
generation of leaders capa-
ble of taking care of them-
selves and the world around

them.

(The writer is CEO and
founder, Enabling
Leadership; views are
personal)

LETTERS h (B ([ W TR T

INDIA’S PHOENIX MOMENT:
Madam — India’s Phoenix Moment: A
T20 World Cup TriumphlIndia’s crick-
et team exhibited remarkable determi-
nation and resilience, clinching the
T20 World Cup 2024 title with a breath-
taking comeback in the final five overs.
Rising like a phoenix from the ashes,
India soared to victory, proving their
mettle on the grandest stage.In the
thrilling conclusion, Hardik Pandya’s
final over was nothing short of brilliant,
and a spectacular catch by Suryakumar
Yadav (SKY)—who went beyond the
boundary and timed his leap perfectly
to secure the catch on his second
attempt—played a crucial role in seal-
ing Indias victory.Earlier in the match,
King Virat Kohli’s solid 76 runs and
Akshar Patel’s crucial 47 provided sta-
bility to the Indian innings, setting a
record-high T20 Cup final total of 176.
Despite this, the South African team, the
Proteas, responded with a strong per-
formance, reaching a respectable score
and losing just four wickets.
However, with only 30 runs needed
from the last 30 balls and six wickets in
hand, the Proteas faltered under
immense pressure. Boundaries that
were expected to seal the win for them
turned into catches or mere singles,
proving that "luck did not favor them”
in those decisive final overs.Yes, indeed,
ablend of luck and daring spirit won the
game for India. Team India deserves all
the praise for its fantastic performance.
PVM Nivriti| Secunderabad

SELECTIVE OUTRAGE

Madam — Apropos the report titled
"Flogging of couple: BJP seeks resigna-
tion of Didi" (July 2); if the TMC leader
Tajemul Islam has indeed beaten up a
youth and a woman with sticks, he must
be awarded exemplary punishment
according to law. But by which temer-
ity can the leaders of BJP dare to act as
"moral guardians" of the country and
atrociously demand the resignation of
Mamata Banerjee? When Dalit youths

Unjustified opposition to new criminal laws

N o

Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik

Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) has sparked mixed
reactions from experts. Some members of the
legal community suggest continuing with the old
laws for another 20 years, a recommendation that
is both impractical and counterproductive. It's

The recent introduction of the Bharatiya

even one or two years ahead, let alone 20 years.
This suggestion essentially advocates for delay-

were publicly flogged in Una Gujarat in
2016, the BJP leaders asked Anandiben
Patel to resign! When spine-chilling
gangrape/murder /forced cremation
took place in Hathras Unnao Budaun;
did the BJP leaders demand the resig-
nation of Yogi Adityanath? When
Kuki women got paraded naked in
Manipur before gang rape, why didn't
the BJP leaders demand the resignation
of N Biren Singh immediately? Why
didn't the resignation of Pushkar Singh
Dhami get demanded after a lady
receptionist was murdered in
Uttarakhand? When Bengali migrant
labourer Afrazul Khan was burnt alive
to death in Rajsamund in 2017, did the
BJP leaders ask Vasundhara Raje to
resign?

Hardly two weeks ago, street vendor
Aurangzeb had been brutally lynched to
death in full view of the Aligarh pub-
lic! Did the "conscientious" leaders of
the BJP act honestly enough to demand
the resignation of Yogi Adityanath?
Indeed, two wrongs do not make a right,
but the greater truth remains that the

ing the implementation of the new laws indefinite-
ly.As is often the case, opposition parties have unit-
edly opposed these new laws, not on their mer-
its or demerits, but because they were discussed
during the previous Lok Sabha in their absence.
‘This argument holds no water. Their absence dur-
ing the discussions and debates in the previous
session was not justified, and they missed an
opportunity to contribute meaningfully. No one
prevented them from participating; they chose not
to, and that cannot be a valid reason to stall the
implementation of these new laws.
The custodians of the law, who are highly edu-
cated and capable individuals, can certainly under-
stand and implement these new legal frameworks.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah aptly stated that
these laws are created by Indians, for Indians, and
by the Indian Parliament, marking the end of colo-
nial criminal justice laws.

KV Setharamaiah |Bengaluru

leaders of the hypocrite BJP simply hold
no moral right to deliver unsolicited ser-
mons about human rights.

Kajal Chatterjee |Kolkata

MONSOON IS A CHALLENGE
Madam — In the past few days, the
number of rain-related deaths in the
nation’s capital has reached 11, with six
deaths reported on Saturday alone.
The heavy rainfall on Friday caused
widespread waterlogging in Delhi. In
response, the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has expanded its
staff to address waterlogging issues.
To effectively tackle urban waterlogging,
a holistic approach is needed, incorpo-
rating infrastructure improvements,
sustainable urban design, and active
community engagement. By imple-
menting these strategies, cities can
mitigate the impacts of heavy rains and
enhance their resilience for the future.
Neha Tomar | Ujjain
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Taliban Diplomacy

he recent UN-led meeting in Doha marked a signifi-

cant moment for international diplomacy as the Tali-

ban participated for the first time. This event has
sparked varied reactions globally, hlghllghnng the com-
plexities and challenges sur ’s current
political and economic landscape. The Taliban’s participa-
tion underscores a critical shift in the geopolitical dynam-
ics of the region. Despite global criticism, particularly from
women'’s rights activists, the inclusion of the Taliban in
such a forum signals a pragmatic approach by the in-
ternational community. Engaging with the Taliban, rather
than isolating them, may be seen as a necessary step tow-
ards addressing the multifaceted crises in Afghanistan.
India’s involvement in the meeting, marked by the attend-
ance of senior diplomat J.P. Singh, indicates a nuanced
strategy. India’s engagement with the Taliban, including
discussions on bilateral relations and expressions of mut-
ual gratitude, reflect recognition of the geopolitical realiti-
es. For India, maintaining a diplomatic channel with the
Taliban is crucial for regional stability and for safeguarding
its strategic interests, particularly in light of its historical
ties with Afghanistan. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s visit to Doha further underscores India's commitm-
ent to playing an active role in regional diplomacy. By en-
gaging with Qatar, a key player in West Asian politics, India
aims to bolster its influence and ensure that its perspec-
tives are considered in any regional developments involv-
ing Afghanistan. The Taliban’s focus on “economic orien-
tation” in their foreign policy highlights a shift from pure-
ly ideological pursuits to pragmatic considerations. The
regime’s call for the removal of sanctions and the empha-
sis on infrastructure projects like the Trans-Afghan rail-
way and the TAPI Pipeline reveal a desire to integrate
Afghanistan into regional economic frameworks. These
projects, if realised, could significantly enhance connec-
tivity and economic cooperation between Central and
South Asia. However, the success of these initiatives is
contingent on a stable and secure environment, which
remains a significant challenge given the on-going securi-
ty issues in the region. The Taliban’s efforts to position
themselves as a viable economic partner are complicated
by their controversial governance practices and the inter-
national community’s apprehensions about their com-
mitment to human rights and inclusive governance. The
Taliban's engagement with other regional powers, includ-
ing Uzbekistan, Russia, and Saudi Arabia, indicates a
broader strategy to secure economic and political sup-
port. Saudi Arabia’s intention to reopen its embassy in
Kabul and Kazakhstan’s removal of the Taliban from its list
of prohibited groups suggest a gradual normalisation of
relations. China’s recognition of a Taliban-appointed
ambassador earlier this year further underscores this
trend. Nevertheless, the international community remains
divided on how to approach the Taliban. While some
countries advocate conditional engagement to incentivise
reforms, others remain staunchly opposed to legitimising
a regime with a contentious human rights record. The
path forward for Afghanistan is fraught with challenges,
but constructive dialogue and pragmatic diplomacy may
offer the best hope for a stable and prosperous future.

Catalan Ruling

r I Yhe decision by Spain’s Supreme Court to uphold

arrest warrants for former Catalan leader Carles

Puigdemont and his associates marks a significant
moment in the saga of conflict between Madrid and Cata-
lan separatists. The court’s ruling, which asserts that the
amnesty law passed on May 30 does not apply to these
individuals, could have far-reaching political implications,
both for Spain’s fragile coalition government and the broa-
der issue of Catalan independence. The court's decision
hinges on two key exceptions within the amnesty law: em-
bezzlement for personal gain and actions affecting the
European Union'’s financial interests. The court contends
that Mr Puigdemont and his party deputies Antonio Co-
min and Lluis Puig fit these criteria because they allegedly
used regional treasury funds to finance the 2017 inde-
pendence referendum, which Spain deemed illegal. This
interpretation effectively nullifies the amnesty for these
individuals, who have been living in self-imposed exile.
This ruling is a setback for Mr Puigdemont, who had hop-
ed that the amnesty would allow him to return to Spain
without fear of arrest. It underscores the on-going tensions
between the Spanish judiciary and Catalan separatists,
highlighting the complex legal and political landscape that
has defined this conflict for years. The court's insistence on
pursuing these charges despite the amnesty law signals a
firm stance against what it views as financial misconduct
and the undermining of Spain’s territorial integrity. Politi-
cally, this decision places significant pressure on Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez’s Socialist-led coalition govern-
ment. The coalition relies heavily on the support of sepa-
ratist parties, including Mr Puigdemont’s Junts party, for
stability. The withdrawal of this support could lead to leg-
islative gridlock, particularly concerning crucial bills such
as the 2025 budget, and might even trigger new elections.
This precarious balance of power illustrates the intricate
web of alliances and conflicts within Spanish politics,
where regional issues often play a decisive role in national
governance. The broader implications of this ruling extend
beyond the immediate political manoeuvring in Madrid. It
sends a clear message to separatist movements within
Spain and potentially across Europe: attempts to secede
and actions perceived as financially harmful to the state or
the EU will not be easily forgiven or forgotten. This could
deter future unilateral secession attempts but also risks
further entrenching separatist sentiments among those
who feel their aspirations for independence are being sys-
tematically thwarted. Moreover, this ruling could reignite
debates about the effectiveness and fairness of Spain’s
legal and political framework in addressing regional
autonomy and independence movements. Critics might
argue that the court’s decision reflects a punitive approach
that prioritises national unity over dialogue and reconcili-
ation. Proponents could view it as a necessary enforce-
ment of legal and fiscal responsibility, ensuring that
regional leaders are held accountable for actions that have
wide-ranging consequences. As Spain navigates this con-
tentious terrain, the need for a balanced approach that
respects legal integrity while fostering political dialogue

remains more critical than ever.
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A major area of concern is the shoddy manner in which various insurance authorities,
both private and pubilic, treat the hapless patients. | have often heard patients complain
that hospital authorities refuse to entertain government health schemes, the portal
not being accessible is the common refrain. As a single person depending on mostly
illiterate hired help, and at a time when a grueling treatment schedule consisting of
surgery, followed by radiation and chemotherapy, ravaged my physical and mental
strength, | faced a humongous challenge doing the paperwork needed for submitting
reimbursement claims

4 ou are having malig-
nancy” or 'it is canc-
er’ ~ these words ut-
tered by a medical

practitioner when we visit them
for some anomalies in our body
and undergo tests to unravel the
nature of the disease are enough
to send shivers down the spine
of even those of us who are oth-
erwise known to be mentally str-
ong, have undergone many cha-
llenges in life and are usually
hard nuts to crack.

It happened to me last year.
While delivering a class lecture, T
started experiencing moments
of disassociation or blackouts
lasting for a few seconds. After
two months of medication,
since the occurrences did not
disappear, the doctor advised an
MRI. The report showed a well
formed tumor in the right part
of my brain which showed all
signs of malignancy. The doctor
advised immediate surgery.

It was a bolt from the blue.
Strangely, I did not experience
any fear of death, perhaps be-
cause of the fact that I had to
undergo many tests, seek a sec-
ond opinion, and do myriad
other preparations for the im-
pending surgery.

However, what distressed
me most was the fear of being
incapacitated; being in a vege-
tative state if the surgery went
wrong, which is a possibility
despite spectacular advance-
ments in medical technology.

By God’s grace, the surgery
went well and the doctor advis-
ed radiation and chemotherapy
to contain the possibility of me-
tastasis. I started visiting a well
known medical facility in Kol-
kata for further

know that many of them were
coming from distant suburban
areas.

Despite considerable ad-
vancement in treatment proce-
dure, the impact of the proce-
dure for most patients can be
physically very exhausting as
side effects are often quite
severe.

In such conditions, travel-
ling long hours takes a tremen-
dous toll on the health and ener-

y of patients.
They said they had
no other option
since most distri-
cts don’t have hos-
pitals that offer
proper treatment
for the affliction.

‘The huge rush
of patients not
only from other
parts of West Ben-
gal but from other
parts of the coun-
try as well as neig-
hbouring coun-
tries like Bangla-
desh, Nepal and so
on is predictably
putting a tremendous pressure
on the infrastructure of the
reputed facility.

Patients have to wait longer
for their turn, toilets are un-
clean, canteens run out of food
and the suffering of patients and
their family members knows no
bounds.

Various researches mdlca\e
that there has been a

Javita
MUKHOPADHYAY

The writer s Associate

‘Women's Christian College,

major role in the development
of malignant melanoma. People
of all ages, little children, young
and old, are getting hit by this
fatal disease.

Government facilities are
extremely overcrowded and
even private facilities which are
quite costly and beyond the rea-
ch of common people are hav-
ing a huge rush of patients, indi-
cating how the affliction is af-
fecting people fmm all walks of

life. A massive
buosx in infrast-
ructure, new hos-
pitals with state-
of-the-art equip-
ment, preferably
on a public-private
partnership mod-
el, is the need of
the hour. Most
high-tech mach-
ines like the MRI
machine and tho-
se used in radia-
tion therapy are
still not manufac-
tured in India.

Parts are imp-
orted and the ma-
chines are just assembled in
India, thereby causing inordi-
nate delay in getting various
crucial procedures done which
can prove fatal for many
patients. There goes the story of
Vikshit Bharat and Atmanirbhar
Bharat. In the 2022-23 financial
year, India spent only a meagre
2.6 per cent of the country’s
GDP on healthcare,

increase in the number of can-
cer patients world wide as well

as in India in recent years.
While lifestyle issues like
smoking, alcohol consumption,
of food,

On the very first day, the
huge crowd at the registration
desk, the chaos, the anxiety writ
large on the faces of patients
and their family members struck
me hard. On subsequent days,
as I waited for my turn to meet
the oncologist and thereafter
receive my doses of radiation
and later ct t , Loften

aerated drinks, exposure to haz-
ardous materials as the food we
consume has higher levels of
insecticides and pesticides, have
been identified as contributing
factors.

to Canada, France, Japan and
‘many other developed countries
that spent more than 10 per cent
of their GDP on healthcare.
One can’t help being intri-
gued by the fact that India’s
leaders keep bragging inces-
santly about India being the fifth
largest economy of the world
and the fastest growing one and
vet the public healthcare system
presents a sorry picture. Many

An genetic mu-
tation, which has happened in
my case, also is responsible for

picked up conversations with
other patients to get an insight
into the nature of their ordeal.
Empathy with fellow suffer-
ers does help to assuage slightly
one’s own distress. I came to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR cditor@thestatesma
S

ts of malig-
nancy. Environmental factors
are also making the scenario
bleak. Escalating greenhouse
gas emissions and consequent
depletion of the ozone layer, as
per various studies, is playing a

of repute are leaving
for greener pastures abroad as
working conditions and their
perks are unsatisfactory here.
Another major area of con-
cern is the shoddy manner in
which various insurance author-
ities, both private and public,
treat the hapless patients. I have
often heard patients complain-

.com

ing that hospital authorities
refuse to entertain government
health schemes, the portal not
being accessible is the common
refrain.

As a single person depend-
ing on mostly illiterate hired
help, and at a time when a gru-
eling treatment schedule con-
sisting of surgery, followed by
radiation and chemotherapy,
ravaged my physical and men-
tal strength, I faced a humon-
gous challenge doing the paper-
work needed for submitting
reimbursement claims.

Needless to say, the Insur-
ance Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority needs to be
more proactive in making insur-
ance companies more patient-
friendly.

As the treatment of cancer
saps the energy of the patients
and makes them

A MEMBER
OF THE
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A long-overdue
airport

he Bulacan Special Economic
Zone and Freeport Act, or Re-
public Act No. 11999, lapsed
into law last June 13. It is not
just any other proposed ecozone where
manufacturing companies locate their
operations to get tax incentives. The
Bulacan ecozone’s main feature is the
$15-billion New Manila International
Airport and airport city projects envi-
sioned by conglomerate San Miguel
Corp. (SMC) in the town of Bulakan.
One of President Marcos’ actions
when he assumed office in June 2022
was to veto the Bulacan ecozone bill
due to what he called substantial fin-
ancial risks to the country. In a letter
addressed to members of Congress
dated July 1, a day after he was sworn
into office, Mr. Marcos pointed out that
apart from the fiscal risks, the bill was
in conflict with existing mandates of
other government agencies and lacked
“coherence with existing laws, rules
and regulations by failing to provide
audit provisions for the Commission
on Audit, procedures for the expropria-
tion of lands awarded to agrarian be-
neficiaries, and a master plan for the
specific metes and bounds of the eco-
nomic zone.” House ways and means
committee chair and Albay Rep. Joey
Sarte Salceda, who noted that the Pres-
ident’s concerns were valid, filed a cor-
rected bill addressing the issues raised
by Mr. Marcos, while Sen. Grace Poe
presented a counterpart version in the
Senate in February this year. After
“extensive work” that involved consul-
tations with various agencies and Bula-
can officials said the President

apparently saw the merit in the work
done “and registered no opposition to
this version.” Dubbed the “New Manila
International Airport,” the project is in-
tended to ease the worsening conges-
tion at the Ninoy Aquino International
Airport (Naia), the country’s main gate-
way for decades that has been criticized
by local and foreign travelers and
which has often landed on the list of
the worst airports in the world. With
four runways, eight taxiways, and three
passenger terminals with an annual
capacity of at least 100 million passen-
gers, o triple that of Naia’s 32 million
passengers, it was first proposed in

for a long period of time, the
spread of this non-communica-
ble disease can severely damage
the country’s manpower.

While I am fortunate to
work in an organized sector
where I have received necessary
support from my authorities,
those working in non-organized
sectors often lose their jobs as
they become incapable of work,
making themselves and their
families totally helpless.

The government also needs
to focus more on spreading
awareness about cancer and
extend the net of welfare meas-
ures for those in desperate need
of it. Some NGOs however are
doing commendable work in
helping those afflicted by the
disease.

Finally, the psychological
impact of this fatal disease is
catastrophic. The pain, an ema-
ciated body, the jaded look and
fear of death, are enough to
throw one in the deep pit of
depression, as the patient tends
to lose the ennui to look ahead.

Support from friends, fami-
ly and co-workers can be of
great help as it was in my case.
But ultimately, the struggle is
our own. I tried to tell myself
that only a warrior gets scars.
Remembering the words of
Seneca might help, “Sometimes,
just living is an act of great
courage.”

2016 and by the end of this
year. As it is, the project is already
much delayed, and along with it the
possible major solution to the conges-
tion at Naia that has discouraged many
tourists from visiting the Philippines
and the realization of the economic
opporlumues to develop Bulacan and
nearby provinces of Central Luzon.
ceda, an economist turned politician,
had on many occasions cited the bene-
fits of the entire ecozone, not just the
airport. “Within 10 years, this project
has the potential to generate P200 bil-
lion in export-oriented revenues,” he
told fund managers attending a Philip-
pine Stock Exchange forum on capital
market reforms last year. At its full po-
tential, the lawmaker said the Bulacan
ecozone can generate investments
worth $30 billion, P222.6 billion in land
value appreciation, and a P10.4-billion
increase in government revenues due
to the widened tax base.

“Bulacan Airport will be the big-
gest investment ever made in the Phi-
lippines. You can build export indus-
tries around it, because airports are
now the world’s fastest ports of entry
for goods,” he added. More important-
ly, he said the Bulacan ecozone will be
the first transport-oriented special eco-
nomic zone in the country. The SMC is
constructing the Metro Rail Transit
Line 7 that will connect Quezon City to
Bulacan, and an elevated toll highway
along the Manila Bay shoreline that will
extend from Roxas Boulevard in Manila
to the Bulacan airport so that travel
time can be cut from hours to just a few
minutes.

Visit to Russia

SIR, As PM Narendra Modi pre-
pares to visit Moscow, the world
watches with bated breath. With
the Ukraine war unlikely to end
anytime soon, India’s neutral
stance on the conflict remains a
beacon of hope.

The war may have affected
local residents, but Russia's deter-
mination to assert itself as a big
power is evident.

India must continue to strad-
dle the Middle Path, listening to
all, be it Biden, Trump or Putin. By
doing so, it can leverage the
strength of its ties with other
nations.

New Delhi must not be
swayed by the whims of other
global powers but instead forge its
own path, keeping our national
interests in mind.

Modi's visit to Moscow
should be embraced as an oppor-

ties and foster peace in a world
torn apart by conflict.

Yours, etc.,

Shovanlal Chakraborty,

Kolkata, 1 July.

PRICE HIKES

SIR, Three major telecom compa-
nies ~ Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel,
and Vodafone Idea ~ have decided
to increase call and data tariff by
up to 10-25 per cent across pre-
paid and postpaid plans.

This move comes as a jolt to
masses, who are increasingly be-
coming dependent on cheaper
internet for everything from pay-
ments to entertainment. India bo-
asts of having one of the world”s
cheapest data costs ~ 1GB data
costs less than $0.2.

But a 10-25 per cent surge in
tariffs at one go might change this
scenario. India has taken big

tunity to

strides in a
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in the digital economy, and this
has been possible because of
cheaper data. The power of inter-
net users can be gauged from the
way the UPI payment system has
become commonplace.

The success of UPI has pro-
mpted the Indian government to
expand its footprint in more digital
public goods. Whether it is fin-
ancial services, online shopping or
even delivery of medical and edu-
cational services, India is setting
new benchmarks for the world. All
this has been possible due to
cheaper data. The digital India
dream could receive a setback if
telecom services get costlier.
Therefore, the government must
recognise internet and data servic-
es as essential goods and ensure
they remain affordable.

For that, it has to also ensure
that the telecom sector remains
competitive with three-four major
players. Amidst all this, revival of
the state-owned BSNL makes
immense sense.

Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy,
Bengaluru, 1 July.

OUT OF PROPORTION

SIR, The BCCI has announced a prize money of Rs.125 crore to
Team India for having won the ICC Men's T-20 World Cup. While
the team deserves all praise for having turned the game from a
possible defeat, the prize money offered is so huge that it is
beyond comprehension. Since the team is paid handsomely for
the ‘job’, the huge bonanza is too heavy to relish. Even consider-
ing that the BCCI is flush with money, there is no justifiable rea-
son to shower the team with such a huge prize money.

When the team gets pampered with prize money for win-
ning matches, naturally, they need to be taken to task in the
form of pay cuts, when they face defeat. This, however, does not
happen. Victory or defeat should face even-handed treatment.

Yours, etc., V'S Jayaraman, Chennai, 1 July.




