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@ INDO-BRAZILIAN TIES

Union external affairs minister S Jaishankar

Our strategic partnership... spans a very wide range of

domains, from defence, space and security, including cyber to
trade and investment, oil and natural gas, biofuels, agriculture, animal
husbandry, food processing, health and medicine, traditional
medicine, science, technology, culture and people-to-people relations
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Democratising lending

Unified Lending Interface will go a long way in delivering
credit to the underserved sectors, but there are challenges

N AUGUST LAST year, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched a pilot
pro]ect fora public tech platform for frictionless credit,aimed at bring-
ingaboutefficiencyin thelending processin terms of reduction of costs,
quickerdisbursement,and scalablhty Named Unified Lendmg].merface
(ULI), the platformwill be launched nationally“in due course’, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das announced on Tuesday. The plan is in syncwith the central
bank embracmg the concept of digital public mfrastructure (DPI) which
reateand novativesolu-
tions in payments, credit,and other financialactivities. The ULIarchitecture,
developed by the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub,has common and standard-
ised APIs (application programminginterface),designed fora“plug-and-play”
approach to ensure digital access to information from diverse sources.

For digital credit delivery, the data required for credit appraisal are avail-
able with different entities like central and state governments, account
aggregators, banks, credit information companies, and digital identity
authorities. However, these datasets,which include evenland records,arein
separate systems, creating hindrance in timely delivery of rule-based lend-
ing.The new ULI platform aligns with India’s broader DPI strategy, which
includes the JAM trinity — Jan Dhan accounts,Aadhaar,and mobile phones.
The integration of ULI into this existing framework is expected to enhance
itsimpact further by addressing the credit needs of underserved segments.

There isn’tany doubt that ULl is needed in India,where credit delivery is
stillquite time-consuming, especially to mediumand small manufacturing
enterprises (MSMEs),whichare the country’s second-largest job creatorafter
agriculture, contributea third of the GDP,and 45% of national exports.The
creditgapin thesectorwas peggedat ¥20-25 trillion byareport of the Expert
Committee on MSMEs headed by former Sebi Chairman UK Sinhain 2019.
The figure is estimated to have gone up to ¥28 trillion now.To some extent,
thegovernment’s measures suchas prioritysectorlending statusand Emer-
gency Credit Line Gi Scheme to support busi have helped.

But the jury is still out on whether the ULI will live up to the RBI gover-
nor’s promise of it being “a revolutionary step”. CareEdge Ratings has
summed up the major stumbling blocks for MSMESs in accessing formal
credit: requirement for collateral, the seasonal nature of business of MSMEs,
lackofawarenessand financialliteracy,and lack of credit history and finan-
cial record. Except for the last one, the rest is beyond ULI’sambit. While easy
creditwillbecomealot quicker, the problem forlenderswill be recovery, par-
ticularly during an unexpected economic downturn. Typically, small bor-
rowersare the oneswhose cash flows getimpacted at thefirsthint ofan eco-
nomic turmoil.

While talking about ULI, Das has drawn parallels to the transformative
impact UPThashad on the payments ecosystem. But thereisa crucial differ-
ence. ULI was a response to the nation’s patchwork of rules and paperwork
for payments,and the goal was to make transfers easier and safer by allow-
ing multiple bankaccounts on the same mobile platform forindividualand
business usealike. ULIwill bean entirely different kettle of fishasit has recov-
eryriskassociated withit.Thatiswhere the financial entities will have tostep
inwith much more robust recovery mechanisms.

Banking the unbanked:
Jan Dhan@10

A DAY BEFORE the 10th anniversary of the laun(‘h ﬂf ]an Dhan or no- fnlls bank
account, Reserve Bank of India Governor roll-
outofthe Unified Lending Interface (ULI),a digital i mnovauon that looks toputinto
production universal access to credit.
“Lastyear, thepilotofa platforn friction-
less credit. From now on, we propose to call it ULL Thls platform facilitates seamless
andc t-b: ﬂawofdw“al infor landrecordsofvarious
tates multi This cuts down the time taken
forcreditappraisal, especially forsmallerand rural ” Das said on Monday.
Effectively,aftersolving the challenge of being the most unbanked nation 10years
dul

ago— ofbanked from 30%in 2014 to 80%at present —
Indiais poised sthelack of universal credit. gy of investing in digi-
tal publicinfrast payi things,it

enabled banking the unbanked

The launch of Aadhaar, India’s first digital public good (DPG),in 2009 solved the
fundamental problem of identity. Once it was given statutory recognition in 2016
and thy ils for protecting datawere in place, became ion
for digital innovation based on open networks — as opposed to the walled-garden
approach adopted by Big Tech that denied interoperability among platforms and
thereby severely restricted consumers.

Ttsfirst asinis the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yo DY), especiallyafterthe gover bled eKYCwhichmade
it new! i

Tt freeof costto: T
forfinancial mcluslon Statistics shared by the mlmstryof finance reveal: more than
531.4 milli ince 2014;55.6%]Jan DI

by women; in rural India, the proportion of bank accounts held by women is even
higherat 66.6%; 361.4 million PM]DY accounts
nowhave RuPay debit cards.

According to a research paper published by
the Bank for International Set
bank of central banks headquartered in Basel,
Switzerland, this scale of financial inclusion will
normallytake a country 47 years toachieve.

It would also require a country’s per capita
income to grow from $5,000 to $20,000. India
achieved this makeover in nine years and its per
capita income grew from around $1,500 to
$2,700. The BIS paper argues that PMJDY
reduced the exclusion of marginalised groups,
‘particularlywomen.

“Theis infinancial i iedbya ionin
the exclusion of marginalised groups more generally. The gender gap — the dlffer—
encebet om
17%in2011t06%in 2017.Similarly,
outofthelabourforce fell from 18%to thos education
and those without from 29% to 10%; and between rich. and poor from 14%to 5%.
The gaps are nowall less than world levels

The politi ofthisac] :In10years 500 mil-
lion people have gone from being outside the formal economylooking in to become
stakeholders in the Indian economyand invested in its growth.

The governmentaccelerated this process of empowerment, by combininganindi-
vidual’s Jan Dhan account with their Aadhaar and mobile. This trinity was given a
moniker: JAM.What JAM did was to tri iary to target social welfare
spending,akin to creating an economic GPS to directly transfer the funds toan indi-
vidual’s bankaccount.In 10years, the government has transferred ¥38.49 trillion.

This Direct BeneﬁtTransfer (DBT)also cut out mlddlemen and reduced leakages
Cumulatively,the U 3tri
tantly, DBT restores the trust quotient of beneﬂclanes in the system

Al the same nme,byoperatmg

istory — setting
proposed by the RBI governor.

ANIL
PADMANABHAN

The author is a senior journalist

it, u: ma(heULIframework

Opinion

NTIL 2014, FIXED MATU-

RITY plans were very pop-

ular, as long-term capital

gains tax was applied if

they were held for more
than a year. This was changed to three
years,creatingalot of disruption. Funds
tried to beat this new ruling by rolling
overschemes to beyond this duration,as
the tax ruling held with retrospective
effect.In 2018, equity gains came under
the long-term tax ambit but grandfa-
thering was permitted,with January 31
being considered as the date of acquisi-
tion for all investments made earlier.
While this was irksome, existing hold-
ings were protected.

In 2020, the Budget dealt a blow to
all plans for future income in the form
of dividend,which became taxable in the
hands of the recipient. Needless to say,

neverincreased
to compensate shareholders.

In 2023, the indexation benefit on
debt mutual funds was withdrawn and
all long-term gains made would be
added to the income and taxed appro-
priately. In 2024, this benefit was
removed for property, but restored sub-
sequently. Meanwhile, there was a new
tax scheme open to individuals, which
was devoid of any exemptions but had
lower rates. Interestingly, this new sys-
tem convergesinto the old one once the
income nears the €20 lakh per annum
mark. Therefore, the discussion on
which scheme is better holds only for
those whose income falls below this
threshold.

Clearly, planning for the future has
gotten chaotic,especially if oneis doing
so for retirement.Also,while evaluating
any tax regime, its “direction” and “cer-
tainty” are important. What is one to
make from these changing tax laws
which makes planning income, tax,and

il <

MEDIUM-TERM FRAMEWORK
NEED CLEAR ROAD MAP WHICH SAYS BY 2030, THE TAX SYSTEM WOULD BE OF A CERTAIN TYPE

Revisit tax, expenditure policies

MADAN SABNAVIS

Chief economist, Bank of Baroda E]

future flows hazardous?

If one were to draw patterns on what
the systen’s ideology is, the tax system
wants to move to one where there are no
exemptions orany deductionsthatindi-
viduals can make. In return, there is a
case for lower tax rates over elongated
income slabs. Thinking deeper, it does
looklike that the governmentwould not
like to distinguish between short-term
andlong-term income, as
all earnings from any

pay tax, making it an equitable system.
There are always two sides to the
argument. The purpose here s not toget
into semantics, as there are several
countries which follow different
approaches that can be quoted tojustify
the present transition.What is needed is
a medium-term tax policy (MTTP)
where the ultimate goal is clearly spelt
out. There needs to be a clear road map
which says, for example,
thatby 2030, the taxsys-

source is an “income”. It
does appear that at some
time,all capital gains will
be added to income and
taxed accordingly. Even
theold taxstructure could
soon be withdrawn, with

As the country
moves towards
attaining certain
fiscal goals, it is the
expenditure part

tem acertain
type. As a corollary, the
system will gravitate
towards this goal over
the nextfewyears.Asun-
set clause needs to be
announced to be fair to

everyone moving to the which gets taxpayers.

new regime. This looks to embedded in This will be helpful

beamajor takeaway from the system for individuals to take

the inthe decisions on savingsand

last 10 years or so. investment.Ifitis stated
In fact, even past upfront that ideally all

finance ministers have b in itiesand debt will be treated

their criticism of the EEE system, where
the amount invested in, say the PPF,
qualifies as a tax deduction, interest
earned is tax-exempt,and the final with-
drawal is also exempt from any form of
tax.This canalso probablysee theend as
the 2021 Budget declared taxation of
interest on provident fund earnings
above a threshold mark. The rationale
every time is that it is only the rich who

asincome, one can invest keeping thisin
mind. The same holds for pension con-
tributions. This is necessary for not just
individuals, but also the market, so that
thereis clarity on the tax on any earnings
orgains.

On the expenditure side too, similar
conundrumsarise.

large. As the country moves towards
attaining certain fiscal goals,which can
be stated either as deficit numbers or
debt parameters, it is the expenditure
partwhich getsembedded in the system
as they become intractable.

Besides, when there is talk of becom-
ing a developed country, clearly, such
largesse would not be justified, as they
‘would not be required. Even today, based
on the Reserve Bank of India’s KLEMS

veys cartied out by the National Sample
SurveyOffice, there are strongarguments
for reviewing the beneficiaries of these
programmes. If the levels of povertyare
downtoalowsingle digitand myriadjobs
are being created as per the Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation data, there
is also a justification for having a sunset
clause for these programmes.

This means that alongwithan MTTP,
there should be a medium-term expen-
diture policy, which states clearly that
there would be a glide path to reducing
the allocations under these pro-
grammes. It would start with a more
focused targeting of the beneficiaries
and then move to the stage where the
allocations are rationalised substan-
tially. This willbe useful because itis not
possible to lower the free food pro-
gramme tosay 100 or 200 million, ordo
away with the PM-Kisan Scheme in one
stroke. By following the glide path, there
can beasmooth transition.

The government has been focusing
alot on improving the ease of doing
business parameter,which has helped
investors a lot. But at the individual
level, there also needs to be certainty
provided to taxpayers, for which such
medium-term frameworks will be
extremely useful.

have been launched for different pur-
poses where the allocations are really

Views are personal

Pathways to plug medical education gaps

SIDDHARTHA BHATTACHARYA
BRAJESH SINGH

Respectively secretary general, NATHEALTH and president,
Arthur D Little India

Although private colleges have more

undergraduate seats than govt ones, they can

help bridge the demand-supply gap for specialists

INDIA'S DOCTOR-TO-POPULATION

ratio hasimproved to 0.9:1,000, nearing
the World Health Organization’s recom-
mended 1:1,000. But around one-third
of the populationisshort of doctors,and
we have only 0.2 specialists per 1,000
people. This shortage is particularly
acutein community health centres, cru-
cial in rural areas. Addressing issues in
education and skill training such as
infrastructure gap, poorly leveraged pri-
vate sector,and lack of digital technol-
ogy usage are critical. There are addi-
tional challenges in nursing including
low compensation, lack of career path-
ways,and high attrition rates.

While the government has
announced new medical colleges and All
India Institutes of Medical Sciences
across the country, upgrading existing
colleges and using hospital infrastruc-
ture are practical options. A Centre for
Social and Economic Progress study
shows that the number of medical col-
leges and seats have increased over the
past decade mainly due tothe growth of
government medical colleges and
relaxed norms for setting up new ones.
Yet, 57% districts do not have a medical
college.In 2022, 17.6 lakh candidates
took the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test, with 56.3% qualifying,
but only 129 got seats in medical col-
leges, according to the National Testing
Agency.

Between 2015-16 and 2023-24,
postgraduate seats doubled, most of
them in government colleges. Private
colleges tend to favour Diplomate of
National Board (DNB) seats. Introduced

by the Centre in 1975 to address short-
age of doctors and teaching faculty, the
DNB course emphasises practical train-
ing. DNB makes up 19.7% of the post-
graduate seats,with 67% offered by pri-
vate institutions.

Although private colleges have more
undergraduate seats than government
ones, they have the potential to help
bridge the demand-supply gap for spe-
cialists.Thisiswhere DNB seats can play
a crucial role. A study by NATHEALTH
shows that DNB has an additional
demand potential of 7,500 seats in pri-
vate hospitals with over 200 beds.There
arearound 3.7 lakh beds in private hos-
pitals with 200-plus beds.

lenges in meeting infrastructural com-
pliance (additional laboratory, llhrary,

require candidates to sign bonds.Area-
sonable percentage of capacity can be

facultysti
seats. Given the shortage ofspeclallsts,
it is crucial to re-evaluate the demand
based on patient influx and prioritise
optimal utilisation of resources.
Perception is another hurdle that
needs to be changed to make DNB more
widely acceptable. Incentivising the
intake of DNB, and ﬂexlblllty on addi-
tionali
will boost private sector participation.
Toincrease the number of specialists,
ing the DNB isvital.
Ensuring seatsare filled with candidates
matching demand with

But the total count can go L
upto 7.5 lakh if hospitals
with 100-200 beds are
included.The private sec-
tor has an allocation of
9,000 DNB seats, but that
is not fully utilised.If hos-
pitals with over 100 beds
are considered, the DNB of

colleges and
using hospital
infrastructure are
practical options to

ion is key. The
NBE should create a
strong marketing arm to
promote the DNB pro-
gramme, counsel stu-
dents, and build support
among them. Addressing

existing

to ensure all hospitals con-
sider DNB-certified specialists as part-
or full-time consultants. The medical
education policy could be changed to
allow part-time/contractual doctors to
fulfil part of the staffing criteria and
enable standalone centres to offer
DNB programmes. A hub-and-spoke
model enabling small district hospitals
to offer DNB programmes with large
private hospitals could also help pro-
duce more specialists.

Designating hospital chains exceed-
ing a specified minimum DNB seat
threshold as centres of excellence
would beahuge boost.Allowing foreign
directinvestment (FDI) in higher med-
ical education will enhance resources,
expand the supply pool,improve tech-
nical proficiency, introduce modern
simulators,  refine pedagogy,
strengthen faculties, and foster global
partnerships. Besides, exploring alter-
native fi options such as loans

seats could go up to

35,000 (with an error
margin of 10%).

While there is a big opportunity to
grow DNB seat availability, certain bar-
fiers need to be overcome.Among them
are the distribution of approved DNB
seatsand penetration across specialties.
The National Board of Examinations
(NBE),which awards the DNB postgrad-
uate degree, needs to tweak guidelines,
and reduce cumbersome processes for
wider penetration.

Private hospitals also face chal-

THE EDITOR

Potential to transform

small businesses

The innovative unified lending
interface will cater to the working
capital needs in agriculture and micro,
small and medium enterprise sectors,
which have to sometimes depend on
unscrupulous lenders and malicious
apps. It will revolutionise the small
businesses on the technology ladder
with a unified banking system on
digital infrastructure, without

exploitation. This interface will use
fintech at banks' level but reduce
the load on non-banking finance
corporations. While banks are
extensively diversifying into multi-
level financing for small, medium and
large-scale enterprises with a robust
digital infrastructure, the branch-level
banking should also provide
entrepreneurial consultations from
experts, whom banks should

now employ or hire.

—Vinod Johri, Delhi

address the shortage  student concerns about
dical seats
delayed inations
is also necessary.

The annual tuition fee for DNB
could be raised by 50-75%and all out-
standing dues need to be settled
within 30 days. Another step could be
to ensure a minimum 33% stipend
cost offset for each new DNB seat com-
pared to the previous year’s baseline.
Theadditional funds generated can be
used to strengthen academic infra-
structure, increase faculty, etc. It will
also be better for private hospitals to
adopt the practice of public ones that

Digital footprints
and digital trash

Apropos of "Dealing with a data
deluge" (FE, August 27), with more
digital transactions, the availability of
data is bound to rise exponentially.
However, to claim that most of it is
rubbish can be contested. While it
may be true for generative artificial
intelligence companies, it may be of
use to others. Data analytics has
become the favourite destination for

and interest subvention schemes is
necessary to ease seat expansion.

Anotherway of stimulating the DNB
programme is to set up innovation and
simulation centres along with start-up
hubs, involving faculty to enhance the
learning experience. The government
should facilitate the seamless mobility
of faculty between medical colleges and
hospitals offering DNB programmes,
both in the publicand private sectors. If
implemented, these measures could
give India’s healthcare system a much-
needed shot in thearm.

tech students because it is most likely
to replace mining for precious
minerals. A data purge may be
required after a certain time, but my
experience of clearing up old papers
has been such that every time | clear
up my desk, after a few days,
something comes up which needs the
disposed papers. The same could
happen in the digital world.
—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

BACK TO POLITICS

Congress, National Conference alliance in J&K will have to
surmount differences over abrogation of Article 370

FTER THE ELECTION Commission of India announced the dates for elections

to the Jammu & Kashmir Assembly on August 16, politics with all its drama

has returned to the region. Except for one seat in Kashmir and four in Jammu

~ where there will be a “friendly contest” between the allies - the National
Conference (NC) and Congress have reached a seat-sharing arrangement. The NC will
contest 51, Congress 32 and the CPM and J&K Panthers Party one each. On the face of it,
Congress seems to have got the better end of the deal. Its political presence in the region
has greatly diminished since 2014, exacerbated by the exit of stalwart and former CM,
Ghulam Nabi Azad. While most of the seats allotted to it are in Jammu, Congress will
work to gain a foothold over a broader swathe of the erstwhile state. For the NC, it is a
chance to regain relevance and become the major player in electoral politics in the Valley
and beyond. Former CM and NC leader Omar Abdullah told this newspaper earlier this
month that “No,lam not contesting...|am not going to sit outside the waiting room of the
LG and, ask him, ‘Sir, please sign the file™. That he is now rethinking this position under-
lines the exigencies of electoral politics post the abrogation of Article 370.

Still, the NC-Congress alliance, like many others, is marked by contradictions. The NC
has suggested that, if elected, it may bring a resolution in the Assembly against the abro-
gation of Article 370 even as it knows that it cannot move the clock back. The Congress —
for the sake of its national politics, if nothing else - does not share this position. Managing
such differences will be challenging. Congress'’s K C Venugopal has said that a Common
Minimum Programme will guide the alliance if it comes to power. And while much wa-
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‘WoRrDLY WISE
IS HE NOT SACRED, EVEN TO THE GODS, THE
WANDERING MAN WHO COMES IN WEARINESS?
— HoMmER

Nightmare for aam aadmi

Delhi is a case study in misgovernance.
It deserves better

VINAI KUMAR SAXENA

DELHI HAS BECOME the second most popu-
louscity in the world after Tokyo. At a stagger-
ing 35 million, it has more people than the
combined population of Australia and New
Zealand. The UN World Urbanisation Prospects
Reportsuggests that inadecade, Delhi,witha
projected 13 million, would sur-

pass Tokyo. However, is the city’s infrastruc-
ture ready for this overcrowded future?

‘This monsoon should have been a sober-
ing experience for the political leaders who
promised a Parisian makeover for Delhi. The
complete collapse of civic infrastructure ex-
posed the maladministration in the city. UPSC
aspirants drowned to death in a basement
which illegally doubled up as a library.
Children died while playing in a flooded
ground. Amother died ina valiant attempt to
rescue her child from drowning in an open
drain. Youngsters were electrocuted after
touching live fallen wires. Yet, the political es-
tablishment has the audacity to create amyth
ofda ling achi with full-p -

Angry citizens i
‘Where has the taxpayer’s money vamshed7

Over 40 per cent of Delhi's residents lan-

guish in squalor. Unauthorised colonies and

ter has flown in the Jhelum since 2018, it might be useful to
government too had an Agenda for the Alliance that promised not

lumc withactive po-
that the BP-PDP litical patronage. Cc
ial statu offici mafiahas madeamock-

Both major constituents of the last elected government of the erstwhile state of J&K
appear, for the moment, to be on the back foot. The BJP withdrew its first list of candi-
dates hours after its release, reportedly due to protests and objections from within the
party over ticket distribution. The PDP, part of the INDIA bloc at the national level, has
beenisolated in J&K. From a vote share of 22.67 per cent in the 2014 assembly elections,
it was down to 8.48 per cent in the 2024 general elections and won no seats. The PDP's
rise owed much to its founder, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed reimagining state politics and
its relationship with the broader national picture. In the changed scenario after August
5,2019, it remains to be seen if his daughter, his political successor, can do the same. All
this may add to the uncertainty in the run-up to elections but what is clear is that poli-
tics is coming back — and that's an unambiguous positive.

WEATHER RESILIENCE

India Meteorological Department’s upgrade is much needed.
Initiative should tap into research at IITs and other institutes

HE WEATHER FORECASTING upgrade planned by the India Meteorological

Department(IMD) islongoverdue.In the past 10 years, the IMD's ability to make

ictions over broad iably. Yet, there

are several days when predictions go wrong, especially during the southwest

and northeast monsoons. The challenge today is not to predict average rainfall or temper-

atureover monthorweek. at
inafewdec le’slives and i

tfarmers, municipal

usually occurred once
theyear. Weather
and office and school-

forec

tofind
goers about copious rainfall at hyper-local levels. Climate-induced vagaries have triggered
disasters like the recent landslides in Wayanad and lake bursts in Sikkim and Uttarakhand
last year. Administrators have often been caught: offguard by the fury of the e]ements Last
year, K i inTamil Nadu's Tt i
son'’s rainfall in a day, Chief Minister M K Stalin blamed the IMD for not issuing advance
alerts. The problem is that predicting such intense rainfall is virtually impossible today.
States such as Kerala, Odisha and Maharashtra have sought the help of private agencies to
augment IMD's information. However, the fact remains that large gaps in knowledge will
have to be plugged to make the: cnumry climate-resilient.

ictexperience

ery of the master plan. People are lured into
spending a lifetime of savings on fraudulent
transactions and illegal construction.
Hundreds of cramped multi-storeyed tene-
‘ments have sprungup withoutroads, drainage,
sewage or sanitation. Sporadic half-hearted at-
temptsof i haos.
Colonies in low-lying areas routinely get sub-
merged every monsoon. Drinking water on
tap is a trickle and the tanker mafia rules the
roost. Garbage is strewn along roads and in
housing colonies. At several places, a mesh of
power lines hangs dangerously.

Delhi’s rural population, less than 3 per
cent, lives on the margins. They are largely ig-
nored as a political vote bank. Two-thirds of
the villages do not have piped gas supply. Just
over half of the city population lives in the so-
called “planned” parts. The situation here is
nobetter. Drains overflow into streets reveal-

The elected government
shrugs off responsibility and
always finds a convenient
alibi. If the water supply runs
low, Haryana is to blame. If
there is excess release in
Yamuna due to heavy
downpour in the hills, even
then Haryana is to blame.
Bad air quality is attributed
to stubble burning in
neighbouring states. If no
other excuse comes to mind,
the blame is passed on to the
Lieutenant Governor for
posting bad officers. On other
occasions, the bureaucracy is
publicly berated.

ing gross neglect of desilting. Choked sewer
lines burst open with unfailing regularity.
Open drains become death traps for pedes-
trians and even the heart of the Capital has
potholed roads.

The city government is not investing
enough to build new roads, drains, water
treatment- and storage facilities and sewage
treatment plants. Canabject failures of gover-
nance be hidden behind mere populist prop-
aganda on the “Delhi model” of governance?
Arevenue surplus state 10 years ago, Delhi
risks getting caughtinadebt trap. Thereis not
enough money for routine repairs and main-
tenance. That is why sewer lines are choked,
drainsare overflowing, buses routinely break
down and roads are potholed.

Inthelastdecade, water treatment capac-
ity grew just over 4 per cent, while Delhi's
population has grown by 15 per cent. In nor-
mal circumstances, there s a shortfall of 290

per day. The unacc
water — theft, leakage and non-paid dues —
is as high as 58 per cent. Even if the supply is
increased, it would amount to pumping wa-
terintoaleaking bucket. Over the last decade,
the Delhi government has spent Rs 28,000
has

real estate. High-end apartments, malls, edu-
cationali
located to other parts of NCR.

Delhi has the third worst air quality in the
world. The hill-sized mounds of garbage at
Gazipur, Okhla and Bhalswa are a blot on the
national capital. Solid waste management in
most parts of the city, barring the New Delhi
area, presents a horrific sight. Yamuna, the life-
line of water supply to the city, hasbecome an
open sewer. Twenty-two open drains dis-
charge untreated sewage directly into the
river. Thousands of crores of public money
have been spent over the last decade in the
name of a farcical cleanup.

The elected government shrugs off re-
sponsibility and always findsa conveniental-
ibi. Ifthe water supply runs low, Haryanais to
blame. If thereis excess release in Yamunadue
to heavy downpour in the hills, even then
Haryana is to blame. Bad air quality is attrib-
uted to stubble burning in neighbouring
states. If no other excuse comes to mind, the
blame is passed on to the Lieutenant Gove-
rnor for posting bad officers. On other occa-
sions, the bureaucracy is publicly berated.

Delhi,asthe natlonal Caplta] hasaspecial

crore for the water sector statusin ere hasal-
d thedrain. hav ways been a degree of tension between the
been made to plug the leaks or build storage ical theelec

capacities. Even the canal which carries wa-
ter from Haryana was breached this year. The
attitude towards neighbouring states is one
of open hostility.

The much propagated “Delhi Health
Model” is a sham. Mohalla clinics which re-
cruit “walk-in doctors” run on a perverse
model of incentives to inflate patient footfall.
Over 20 new hospital facilities are being con-
structed, ata costof Rs8,000 crore. The entire
focusison construction, withoutaniotaof ef-
fort on the budget, the need for creating
38,000 posts and procuring modern medical
equipment. Over the next few months, some
of P -
as mausoleums of neglect.

Delhi's collapse has benefitted neighbour-
ing cities — Gurugram, Noida, and Greater
Noida. Corporate houses prefer to establish
their offices in these cities even with costlier

and the LG, who represents the Centre. Inthe
past, these used to be ironed out through di-
alogue and discussion. A healthy consensus
of
relationship between the chief minister and
the LG. Somewhere down the line, this dem-
ocratic compact was broken. Today, the
elected government s positively hostile to-
wards every other administrative agency. It
routinely knocks on the doors of the High
Court and Supreme Court on petty matters.
‘The Chief Minister is in judicial custody.
Citizens are held hostage. Governance is in a
free fallas ministers obsess over press confer-
ences while the real aam aadmi suffers in si-
lence. It is high time for introspection and
course correction. The national Capital of a
global power deserves better.

The writer is Lieutenant Governor of Delhi

Soumya KANTI GHOSH

FINANCIAL INCLUSION HAS been a key tool
used by policymakers and governments glob-
ally to reduce inequalities, strengthen liveli-
hoods of people at the bottom of the pyramid,
and spur growth. For more inclusive growth,
the government, on August 28, 2014, took a
step toinclude all unbanked householdsin a

'hile the previousi IDfocused infrastruc-
ture, the latest will be directed at computer simulated models tai-
lored to local specifics. This would require data collectors to narrow their focus to district,
block, panchayat, village or even ward and street-levels. The scientists will also need to be
equipped with a denser network of measuring instruments. Recent research has shown
thatAl canimprove theaccuracy of weather forecasts. The IMD has reportedly digitised the
country th entury.. tosift through
this corp d help forec i imely alerts. The met depart-
‘ment would also do well to tap into research conducted in universities and institutions.
Scientists at IIT Bombay, for example, used cutting-edge computing technologies this year
to predict rainfall in the city with greater accuracy than the IMD. Another ongoing project
atlITMandi hones into soil characteristics to predict landslides.

reather

bound manner, with the help of tech-
nology (theJAM trinity),and devised a mass fi-
nancial inclusion scheme — the Pradhan
MantriJan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). The scheme
was devised in two phases to provide bank-
ing facilities to 7.5 crore unbanked households.
Today, more than 80 per cent of adults
have a formal financial account, compared to
around 50 per centin 2011.Indiahas done ex-
ceedingly well, anchoring the financial inclu-
siondrive fromaglobal perspective. The gen-
der gap in account ownership has been
slgmﬁcantly reduced thmugh the basic sav-
atindivid-

icweather con-
versant with local economic and cultural idiosyncrasies. The information will need to be
to the most The IMD" will be closely watched.

A PLOT TWIST

ARoman burglar broke into a home and settled
downwitha book That s the story

NGREEKMYTHOLOGY, } punch. He's the god of thieves, traders
and travellers, of language and sleep. In his role as the herald and messenger of the
Olympians, | d men. It ifthe 38-year-

old burglar, apprehended in Rome’s upscale art nouveau Prati district after a botched
attempt, knew of Hermes, or of his Roman Counlerpart Mercury. There is equally little in-
formati fGreek i Butwhatcan

uals (rather than the household approach
adopted earlier). So far, banks have opened
around 53 crore PMJDY accounts with a bal-
ance of Rs 2.31 lakh crore, increasing more
than three times from 14.7 crore accounts
with Rs 15,670 crore deposits in March 2015.
This has largely been led by public sector
banks who contribute around 78 per cent of
these accounts. The average account balance
in PMJDY accounts has jumped over four
times toRs4,352in August 2024 from Rs 1,065
in March 2015. If we look at the PMJDY data
indetail, 81.2 per centare operative accounts,
55.6 per cent belong to women and 66.6 per
centareinruraland semi-urban areas.UP has
opened the highest number of PMJDY ac-

A SYSTEM TO BANK ON

PM Jan Dhan Yojana has accelerated financial inclusion, reduced inequalities

Jan Dhan accounts not only
have many positive aspects
like insurance coverage,
overdraft facility, and impact
on saving habits, they also
have social implications. Our
research has found that UP,
Maharashtra and Haryana
have witnessed a lagged
impact of the usage of
PMJDY accounts and thefts
have decreased. West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
seen a continuing impact
since the beginning, while
Gujarat and Karnataka

have also witnessed a
favourable impact.

counts (9.4 crore), followed by Bihar (6 crore).
Jan Dhan accounts not only have many

‘e coverage, over-

draftfacility, and impact on saving habits, they
also have social implications. Our research has
found that UP, Maharashtraand Haryana have

witnessed a lagged impact of the usage of
PMJDY accounts and thefts have decreased.
'West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have: seen

tionof financial products and services like mi-
cro-insurance and credit in a cost-effective
manner. But, overzealousness to provide
credit to new PMJDY entrants should not re-
sult in over-indebtedness. In this regard, the
recently launched Unified Lending Interface
will be a game changer in providing credit-
products as it aims to make the lending
process more efﬁaent interms of cost reduc-

a continuing impact since the
while Gujarat and Karnataka have also wit-
nessed a favourable impact. Addmonally we
also observed that there is both a

tion, quicker and scalability
Third, we need to focus on strengthening
the consumer protection framework to main-

tain the trust of In new and com-

significant and an economicall
dropin consumption of intoxicants such asal-
cohol and tobacco products in states where
‘more PMJDY accounts were opened.

During the last decade, Rs 38.49 lakh crore
has heen transferred via DBT, and Rs 3.48 lakh

produc lusivereg-
ulations and policies that maintain a fine
balance between protection and innovation.

Fourth, the people who are part of the
PMJDY are those who are new to the financial
system. Many of them have seasunal ander-

croreof Addition-
ally,it has helpedi e-comme-

raticinc lyamea-
t their’ nc:eds are widely

rce and payment systems. As of July 2024,
India has recorded a massive 55.7 billion UPI
transactions. Going forward, we have identi-
fied four major pillars covering both supply-
P pra>® ] $%

ess the current barriers to financial inclusion.

First, there is a need to strengthen the
ecosystem and enablers that drive financial
inclusion. We need to focus on promoting pri-
vate-sector involvementin financial inclusion
through partnerships. We need to enhance
the capacities of individuals and small enter-
prises through incubation and imparting fi-
nancial literacy, and promote gender-inclu-

different from those of regular consumers. All
these necessitate a customer-centric product
design, taking into consideration the lifecycle
needs of customers at every stage.

‘The PMJDY account holders have entered
the formal financial system after a lot of push
and prod and it is imperative that future gov-
ernment programmes explore the interlink-
age of PMJDY accounts with beneficiaries of
other government schemes to have a holistic
approach to continued economic empower-
ment at the bottom of the pyramid.

The writer is member, 6th Finance

sive financial services and
Second, thereisa need toincrease penetra-

and group chiefeconomic
advisor, SBI. Views are personal

beinferred is that he wasn't. ing for himselfthe dic hi
patronsaint. Afterall,itisn't every day that aman breaking into a home resists the tempta-
tion of larceny and settles down with a book instead.

The tome in question that the aged homeowner found the intruder immersed in was
Giovanni Nucci's The Gods at Six O'Clock, a retelling of the Iliad from the perspective of the
gods. Perhaps, it was the Olympians' repeated emphasis that gods and men are equal parts
. Perhaps, itwas curiosi
stances had kept outof his reach. Whatever it may have been, his interception after analarm
‘was raised meant that the book remained unfinished. Nucci has offered to send a copy to
the manin custody as a fitting finale toa “surreal story. .. full of humanity”.

Forall those lamenting the death of the written word ina world overtaken by the screen,
there is, perhaps, a glimmer of a silver lining in the Roman burglar’s story. In a world riven
thh sharp inequalities, it speaks of literature’s potential to offer respite and an intellectual
akind of insouciance that
the mischief-making Greek gods would have approved of. After all,a moment of quiet, a
plan gone wrong and chaos — isn't that the setting they most thrived in?

dandevil that -aworld that circum-

ial precarity. It.

[
L
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ProrosaL FOrR PM

MRS GANDHI IS seriously thinking of making
adrastic change in the country's Constitution.
An eminent lawyer of Calcutta has drafted a
pres!dennal form and handed it overtu anim-
portantl beforethe
Prime Minister. According to sources, a former
vice President, areputed lawyer, met the lawyer
during his visits to the city.

UrriMaTuM IN HOUSE

THE STEERING COMMITTEE of opposition
parties has given an ultimatum to the new

e el | M |

Andhra Pradesh governor S D Sharma for
convening the state legislative assembly
within 48 hours to enable the deposed chief
minister N'T Rama Rao to prove his strength
on the floor of the House. Rama Rao said all
his supporters were prepared to attend the
House “voluntarily”.

POSSIBLE AMENDMENT

IFTHE DEBATE started by a group of Congress
(1) MPs headed by Minister for Femllsels and
Chemicals Vasant Sathe fora m
of government meets with a favourable re-
sponse nationally, there may be an attempt to

amend the constitution suitably by callingan-
other session of Parliament before the forth-
coming elections.

PAk ROLE IN HJACKING

A GOVERNMENT STATEMENT and Rajya
Sabha members made references to
Pakistan’s role in dealing with the hijacked
Indian Airlines aircraft. There was no sign of
the huackers having ﬁreal 'ms between

d Lahore. Pakist: the
hijacked aircraft to leave Karachi even though
PM Indira Gandhi had asked President Zia to
ensure the safety of all.
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The Nyaya Sanhita we nee

The redrafted criminal codes should have reflected
changes in society and technology

AMIT DESAI

AT THE TURN of the millennium, the rise of
Gen Z, Millennials, Zillennials, and others
‘marked asignificant shiftin our cultural con-
sciousness. The youlh driven by substantial
economic: revolution,and
aspirations for start-ups and unicorns, began
reshapmg India’s economic landscape. This
tecl ﬁz tyles, fu-

omrev
infrastructure boom.

Legislative advancements became essen-
tial in this new, borderless world to benefit
and protect the people of India. The Aadhaar
Act, GST, Companies Act, Food Safety Act,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, Telecom Act,
and the I’revennon of Money Laundenngm
reflect nance and economic
thought. India’s burgeoning stature in the
global economy became a soutrce of national
pride. The Dlgxtal India mmatlve and the

“cyber”, “virtual”, “digital”, “electronic” and
“data” driven. The world is now phygital
(physical plus digital). A person’s castle in-
cludes not just their physical home but also
their Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and
other social media accounts, containing their
most private thoughts and information.

Covid-19 pandemic the judi- , once personal,

ciary with video conference hearings, e-fil-  serversand susceptible to theft.

ings, and Al-driven legal practices. These ad- ‘The popular Netflix series Jamtara exposes

vancements aimed to enhance efficiency, ~ acybercrime hub in remote rurA]]harkhand
'y, and ac ility, symboli i CyberCri ting Portal of

inganew eraof legal the G of

However, doall things need to change?

‘This question looms over the triumvirate
of lawsimpacting India’s criminal justice sys-
tem. Theold laws, recently replaced, were es-
tablished in the early 19th century, a time of

ignificant ion, upheaval,and the

birth of ideas that shaped our nation’s legal
framework. These laws were enacted during
a penud of mtel]ecmal ferment and refonn,
aimingforc
the inconsistencies of penal laws and proce-
dures across British India. The 1st Law
Commission of India, led by Jurist Lord
Macaulay, undertook the initial work. His ap-
proach to legal drafting emphasised “unifor-
mity where you can have it, diversity where
'youmust have it, but in all cases certainty,” a
principle that underpins all laws.

Returning to the ion of change, the

crimes such as cyber bu]lymg, stalkmg. sex-
ting, email phishing, email hacking, imper-
sonating profiles, online and social media
crimes, online job fraud, online matrimonial
fraud, intimidating emails, online gambling,
and online trafficking. There are also deep
fakes, and many more.

‘Yet, the BNS does not address these cyber
aspects of crime. The terms “data” or “virtual”
areabsent, with “digital” appearing only once
inSection2(8), defining “document”. “Cyber”
is mentioned only in the context of “organ-
ised crimes” in Section 111, without defining
cybercrimes. “Electronic” is referenced only
in relation to ‘“electronic records
Jdocuments/signatures”.

Itis unfortunate that data theft is not yet
anoffence since “data” may not fallunder the

defini “propeny within the BNS.
'y, butnot

IPC addresses offences against the ordi
rules of morality and human behaviour.
Crimes against the human body, women and
children, property, or the administration of
Jjustice have existed for centuries and will
persist for centuries. “Murder” will always
be “murder,” regardless of the section num-
ber; it is not a colonial offence. Was there a
need for change?

Interestingly, the BNS retains large por-
tions of the IPC, introducing only 19 additional
offences, none of which are new but drawn
from other legislation. The BNSS introduces
merely nine new sections, and the BSA has
only two new sections. Some amendments

provision:

C he to

ety and changing
The 21st century thrives inaworld driven
by technolngy (he |ntemet, readl]y available
borders hav

redeﬁne their sovereign reach over this
medium. We inhabit an environment that is

SUPRIYA SULE

THE 2024 LOK Sabha elections stripped the
B_]I’of its! majontym a clear display of the peo-
nance. Many

everything needs to change. Cnmma] law,
evolved and legislated in the physical world,
need not have been re-enacted. It has stood
the test of time, evolving as social mores and
societal demands required.

‘What the 21st century needed was a
Bharatiya Abashi (virtual)/Digital Dand
Sanhita or Bharatiya Abashi Nyaya Sanhita.

The Bangladesh Central Bank $100 mil-
lion fraud was a technological hack into its
computer system, with funds laundered in-
stantly through its banking system to banks
outside the country. Al-generated fake vo-
cals of established singers like Drake, or the
‘misuse of deepfake technology to generate
fake voices of famous personalities like
AmitabhBachchan, or even videos like those
of Rashmika Mandanna, are the crimes of
this era. Complainants struggle in courts to
ascertain whether intimidating emails fall
within the framework of Sections 354 and
509 of the IPC. Companies grapple with
defining theft of their data, be it intellectual

The popular Netflix series
‘Jamtara’ exposes a
cybercrime hub in remote
rural Jharkhand. The
National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal of the
Government of India
recognises new-age crimes
such as cyber bullying,
stalking, sexting, email
phishing, email hacking,
impersonating profiles,
online and social media
crimes, online job fraud,
online matrimonial fraud,
intimidating emails, online
gambling, and online
trafficking, There are also
deep fakes, and many more.
Yet, the BNS does not address
these cyber aspects of crime.

CRSasikumar

property like designs or confidential infor-
‘mation, under Section 378 of the IPC. We will
soon be testing the implications of immoral
and illegal behaviour in Meta and on Avatars.
But all this is left for another day. This was
where change was necessary.

‘When laws are drafted, especially those
with ns-n;:l C

beclar-
confusion, uncer-
tamty and potennal misuse. Terrorism and
organised crimes, borrowed from Section 15
of UAPA and Section 3 of MCOCA, are incor-
porated without the protections provided in
their primary legislation. The decision to in-
voke terrorism under BNS s left to the discre-
tion of an officer of the mnk of SPand above,
withoutany gui I

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Aslongas that cycle is sustained, and

the unconscionable plight of Palestinians

in Gaza is allowed to continue, the dangers of a regional conflagration — whether
by accident or design — will grow. This weekend’s eruption on Israel’s northern

border... represents another threshold crossed.”

— THE GUARDIAN

A failure on
two fronts

Government-funded pension increases burden on
state exchequer, favours a small, vocal minority at
expense of majority of workers, uncovered elderly

MUKESH KUMAR ANAND

IN'MARCH 2023, a committee was an-
e New P Scheme
(NPS) for civilian employees of the Union

public expenditure on OAIS as more than
three-fourths of it only benefits less than
one-seventh of the elderly constituting
ceding workers (or their survivors) from
government service.

Inroads to sustainably widen worker
participation and elderly coverage inalow-
‘middle-income economy like India entails
sustaining incentives with additional and
targeted allocation of public resources.
Thus, while the two objectives for pension
reform are ostensibly disjoint, in India suc-
cess along the second objective is comple-
mentary {0 success along the first. That in

report, the
government has revised the rules guiding
retirement benefits of those mandatorily
channelled into the NPS. The revised rules
ostensibly reconfirm the intent of a pre-
funded system for old age income support
(OAIS) out of a corpus grown during work
life inindividual retirement accounts. These
accounts are to be managed professionally
under the oversight of the Pension Fund

reallocation of the extant
draught of public resources away from the
ceding government workers and targeted
towards widening the inclusion of workers
and elderly. Yet, the harmonised shrill of the
collective voice of barely 3.5 per cent of all
workers who are employed by the govern-
ment at all levels continues to ring loud.
And, unfortunately, the voice of the large
‘majority thatis excluded from the OAIS sys-

Regulatory and Di Authority
(PFRDA). All states, except West Bengal, had
alsoacceded tothe NPS. But since the begin-
ning of 2023, governments in at least five
other states have either jumped off that
bandwagon or declared suchan intent.
The revised rules announced as the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) closely har-

from the Old Pension Scheme

and potential misuse. Concepts of “economic
security” and “economic offences” are incor-
porated without definition, risking their ap-
phcanon © commema] frauds, which could

(OPS). But the UPS raises the co-contribu-
tionrate for the government to 18.5 per cent
(from currently 14 per cent, and from 10 per
cent when first introduced). The co-contri-

bution! onaccountof cur-

tivity. The power

only ralchets up the trend

rent
i retire-

ignored all along.
In2020-21, more than 9 per cent of gen-

ircum-

scribed by the ex-workers (or their kin)
from the government. It can hardly be jus-
tifiable to deny benefits to those already
covered, butitalso appears immoral if pro-
visions determining retirement benefits
conslitute an uverreach and/or violate ba-
kcontri

der amiable condmons For example, pro-
vision for encashment of earned leaves
dilutes the object of mandating earned
leaves that is intended to promote work-
life balance lump-sum commutation of

ineffect, connotes an advance

withlocal pullce ofﬂcels acro
polic

is well known to the judicial system.
Unfortunately, there are no checks on any mis-
use of power in the legislation.

BNS, in its objectives, states that various
offences have been made gender-neutral.
However, “rape” remains gender-specific de-
spite Section 377 IPC not being re-enacted.
Besnallty is now no longera cnme BNS also

tocommit
SulCldE to compel or restrain from applying
lawful r,whichc againstpo-

ment benefits (PORB) of the current pen—
vance the core objectives for the pension
system reform to, one, curtail the balloon-
ing burden of public expenditure on PORB,
and, two, serve the as yet unserved/under-
served by widening the mclLleonofworkers
and theelderly

drawal of a fraction of future stream of in-
come, but should it be admissible if draw-
ing a salary advance is repugnant; the ab-
sence of astipulation on the minimum age
for drawing benefits intended for OAIS
could start flowing in even before reaching
the age of 40 years; consldenng only peak
deferred com-

access to OAIS.
The strategy adopted in 2003 min-
imised the concern with the first objective

pensation; and indexation of pensioners
benefits to current workers’ emoluments.
Graded elimination of the overreach from

litical dissent. Hunger strikes, a significant part
of our history, could unnecessarily fall under
this provision. This will affect political agita-
tion, a fundamental right.

through
financial mlermedlanon It also under-
played the workers' concern about the cer-
tainty of the pension (deferred compensa-
rdend

should be the core of refo-
rm proposals. These not only affect the
draught on public resources but also per-
niciously influence incentives for partici-

Tec flegis-
lation. Aquarter century is nearly overand we
are yet to articulate a Sanhita for these dra-
‘matic changes in criminal behaviour. Itis thus
necessary Justic i'sob-
servation, “...If the bark that protects the tree
fails to grow and expand along with the tree,
it will either choke the tree or if it is a living
tree, itwill shed that barkand grow a new liv-
ing bark for itself.... Law must therefore con-
stantly be on the move adapting itself to the
fast-changing society and not lag behind.”

The legislative opportunity ought to have
embraced these changes.

‘The writeris asenior advocate

A more representative House

People’s voice is being heard, despite efforts to undermine Parliament

unfortunate that several members, particu-
larly in the Upper House, were threatened
with the same.

of us had hoped that the would
recognise this as an opportunity for course
correction, turning away from its authoritar-
ianmode of running Parliament — and, by ex-
tension, the nation.

In many ways, this new Parliament has,
fromits very first session, dif-

Bycontrast,th fthe 17th Lok Sabha
'was marked by the most egregious assaults
on parliamentary democracy that India has
seen. In the Winter Session of 2023, 146

Parliament are concerned, they are as
superficial as the Union Budget's
politically-motivated agenda.
Perhapsits most unparliamentary act has
been|tsconnnuedtendenq/toleakbllls par-

‘matters of nationalimportance, such asirreg-
ularities in the NEET examination, we have
been shutdown.

The post of the Deputy Speaker, which
has traditionally been occupied by an MP

polit-

not belong to the ruling party, was

1cal narratlve bulldlng before they are off' -

Opposition MPs were for ques-
ioni \e security breach

inthe Lower Houseand fa

fally
session, the press got hold of detal]s ofthe
Wagf|

lefl vacant during the entirety of the 17th
Lok Sabha. It was widely anticipated that
this session, the government would make a
return to parli 'y tradition and elect

ferent from the two that came before it. The
more balanced c ition of the Lower

Onlyafew months prior,aMember belonging
i i of

; ifficult for

ices of
the Opposition, which now has a leader
‘whose postand privileges are legally defined.
‘We have seen this play out in recent weeks,
as the government was forced to hastily take
back decisions it mmally hailed as tmnsfor—

reproofs for subjecting a fellow MP to com-
‘munal slurs. With nearly two-thirds of the
Oppositionabsent, several important bills, in-
cluding the three new criminal laws, were
passed with little meaningful debate.

‘While its penultimate session before the
elections saw Parliament’s dysfuncnon reach

mative, suchas.

itsnadir, the

ernment jobs while

Parliamentary committees will also now
represent a greater diversity of thought.
Perhaps more importantly, the route to
amending crucial provisions of the
Constitution in furtherance of a political
agenda has been firmly closed off.

‘This session, the trend of spendingless and
less time debating the Union Budget was re-
versed,and it was discussed for over 27 hours.

the preced-
ingfive years. Of the 172 bills that were passed
by both Houses between 2019 and 2024,
nearly half were discussed for less than two
hours. The proportion of bills referred to
Committees decreased from 71 per cent dur-
ing the 15th Lok Sabha to 16 per cent during
the 17th Lok Sabha.

Yet, if this session of Parliament has been
far more democratic and conducive to pro-

Although the majority of thy was still
passed without dlscussu)nv the Demands for

ductiy than the last, it is because the
Opposmon s numenca] strength has, a]lcvwed

Grantsof several

dividually, a major impr uvement from the
2023-24 Budget, when not a single one was.
Happily, no MP was suspended, though it is

© EE B

ittowrest the powerit iceof the
people of India.

Asfar as the government's own initiatives
towards restoring the lost dignity of

. =Em m

was cir-
culated among MPs, even though the Budget
Session was in full swing at the time. The in-
tmducnon of the Bill was opposed by rnyself
other MPs, incl
lies of the BJP, which resulted in it being re-
ferred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee. It
is sad that the exammatmn of | bll]S by com-

aDeputy Speaker. The fact that it has not yet
done so, is a sad indication that the govern-
ment intends to continue to sideline the
Opposition’s concerns.
‘The manner in which Parliament is cov-
ered by the media and made accessible to
hose whoelected it

mittees
conducted when the gnvemment believes
that it will not be able to bulldoze them
through the Parliament. The consu](auon

stricted now. The visual. rowded

non) amount or the additi pation, and exit from the
co-contributionin the NPS  labour market.

(now UPS) Eut the failure to address the The government': s announcement

second objec un-  comesaci ngtode-

der the most liberal assumptions, at least
80 per cent of workers (exceedmg 380, mil-
lion)are yetnotincluded
OAIS system and at least 60 per cent of the
elderly (exceeding 85 million) do not draw
OAIS from public expenditure.
The proportion of elderly people in the
population hovers around 10 per cent. The
i 1 nmenton
the OAIS system (including social pensions)
constitutes a similar proportion. While this

c of public -
tially a transfer only to the elderly, they also
benefit from other avenues of publicexpen-
diture tovarying degrees. Aggregate public
expenditure if it could be linked to age-co-

fend the course of pension reforms initi-
ated in 2003 and restore the relevance of
PFRDA that had started to vane with some
states resolving to exit the NPS. However,
unlike the enthusiasm whipped up about
two decades ago that enabled the states to
hop on to the bandwagon then, this time
around there is likely to be expressed re-
luctance in some states to repeat that act.
Indeed, that can only foment their resolve
to revert completely to the OPS. But, the
biggest loser in the process would be the
vast majority of excluded workers and un-
covered elderly. Their collective voice must
be amplified to enable the rewriting of a
soua] contract for enhanangmter andin-

horts in some int account-
ing framework) in India may therefore be
weighing in favour of the elderly.

Of far greater import, however, is the
concern with intra-generational equity of

ibutes of public
expendlture on OAIS.

The writer is Associate Professor, NIPFP.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TIME FOR ACTION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Setting
greenterms’ (IE, August 27). The USisre-

the NPS feature of employee contribu-
tion of 10 per cent with a government
shareof 18.5 per centas against the pres-
ent conmbutlon of 14 per cent would

makeU

gasemissions today. But it has managed
to evade responsibility. Developing and

The Opposmon 's criticism that it is “old
‘wineinanewbottle,” does notstand. The

UPS ha

the
price instead. Climatic issues are put on
the back burner as soon as the election
fever subsides. The Kamala Harris-Tim
Walz response is no surprise. To them,
this is about an election, not about
preparing foranincreasingly volatile fu-
ture. India too has faced several protests
suchas the Chipko, Bishnoi

SSPaul, Nadia

A CHANCE AT CHANGE

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Stepsina
journey’' (IE, August 27). The Justice K
Hema Committee report contains dis-

the Narmada Bachao Andolan, Save
Aare'y etc. W|Lh deaths related toclimate

turbing about the state of
affairs in the Malayalam film industry.
The report deals with mequmes that

of the Parliament is not one that will be for-
gotten easi]y ]t allreeks of alarger planto let

process for the

another transformative piece of leglslauon
that would have far-reaching consequences
for “broadcasters” — a category that, accord-
ing to the Bill's definition, includes everyone
fmm OTT p]atfnrms o sucxa] media content

thatallowed
(he medla, and by extension the people of
India to be participants in the legislative
process, not just distant observers.
Unfortunately, the story outside
Parliament is no different; be 1t suppressmg

itis time each coun-

try playsits part. Passing the baton of re-
sponsibilities will do no good.

Ramanpreet, via email

PENSION DONE RIGHT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A win-win
on pensnun ' (IE, August 27). The decision

a Iy opaque.

The NDA government has also patently ig-
nored the INDIA bloc’s call to reserve one day
each week to discuss an agenda proposed by
the Opposition and four hours per week for
‘matters of urgent publicimportance. Many of
crucial to our constituencies due to a paucity
of time. When we have attempted to discuss

the voice of justice for
assault against schoolgirls by mass register-
ing FIRs or by shutting down the internet in
violation of] persunal llben;y, the goal remains
tocurbdissentandi lowever,one
can hit the snooze button for only so long.

The writer is Member of Parliament, NCP
(Sharadchandra Pawar)

e the UPS in place of the NPS
for central government employees will
address key concerns. UPS guarantees a
regular pension, with an assured sum of
Rs 10,000 for those who have put in at
least 10 years of service. The employees
are also entitled to gratuity. Introducing

]

‘women in the industry,
including sexual harassment, the lack
of essential facilities and accommoda-
tion at the shooting spot which violate
their right to privacy; and disparity in
remuneration. Nothing will change un-
less the state is involved in creating an
equitable workspace. Each of the issues
raised must be taken cognisance of and
acted upon. Like the #MeToo move-
ment, Justice Hema's report has the po-
tential to enable scores of women to
speak up. It befits the state to ensure
that their complaints are not ignored,
or worse still, used against them.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Heed stock option rules
in both letter and spirit
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Stock prices risk dropping but it
isn't likely to occur one fine day
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An either-or approach won't help quell food inflation
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We need global cooperation to
absorb the second China shock

Current responses to China’s export aggression are costly. It's better to heed Keynes’ advice on mutual trade-gap adjustments

|
NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA

is executive director at Artha India Research
Advisors.

he world is now grappling with a sec-
ond China shock. Exports of manufac-
tured goods from that country have
soared in recent quarters. This tsunami
is no longer restricted to simpler stuff’
such as textiles that China once domi-
nated. It now has heft in sophisticated goods such
as electric vehicles (EVs), semiconductors, lithium
batteries and photovoltaic cells.

The first China shock was unleashed in the first
decade of this century, following China’s entry to
the World Trade Organization in 2001. The initial
surge in Chinese exports was based on low wage
costs as well as an undervalued currency. That is
why many believed the shock would eventually
dissipate as wage costs increased and the Chinese
currency appreciated in tandem with economic
development.

The sheer scale of Chinese exports in that dec-
ade sent its current account surplus soaring to a
peak of 10.1% of gross domestic product (GDP)
immediately before the North Atlantic financial
crisis. It also undermined manufacturing activity
in many other countries. There is now enough
reason to ask whether the hypothesis that devel-
oping countries such as India were “prematurely
deindustrializing™ was a structural inevitability or

the impact of the extraordinary economic trans-
formation of a large country such as China.

A recent report in the Wall Street Journal asks
why China is starting a new trade war. The
renewed Chinese drive for more exports of manu-
factured goods comes after Beijing’s plan to shift
from exports to domestic demand as the country’s
main driver of economic growth did not pan out as
expected. The Chinese leadership had hoped that a
greater dependence on domestic demand would
also create strategic resilience for their country.
However, the Chinese economy has lost momen-
tum over the past decade. The main vehicle of
higher domestic demand turned out to be a con-
struction mania that led to a recent bust in China’s
housing market.

So it is back to exports now.

The Chinese reply is that exports are just what is
shipped out to the rest of the world after meeting
robust domestic demand. Chinese Premier Li
Qiang said in June that China was winning in
global markets not because of government subsi-
dies. The sheer scale of its production facilities
helps drive down costs. In other words, itis a
matter of productivity rather than trade policy.
Though China’s trade surplus is nowhere near the
peak it reached in 2007, it has been assiduously
climbing since 2018.

Led by the US, many countries have responded
with higher tariffs on Chinese imports, govern-
ment subsidies to support domestic manufactur-

of ionism—partly for I reasons
and partly for economic ones—will inevitably
impose efficiency costs on national economies,
especially in a world of complex global supply
chains that need open borders so that inputs can be
shipped across the world with minimal friction.

New trade tensions once again highlight the
risks of an unbalanced world economy, with some
countries running habitual current account sur-
pluses while others have structural deficits. This
takes us back o a turning point in economic his-
tory 80 years ago—the conference held at Bretton
Woods in 1944 that helped design the global eco-
nomic system at the end of World War II. John
Maynard Keynes and Harry Dexter White were the
two dominant voices at Bretton Woods, though
even smaller delegations such as the Indian one
‘made their presence felt. The underlying intent
was to avoid the mistakes of the previous three
decades, which led the world down the abyss
of economic collapse, trade protectionism and
totalitarianism.

In a recent paper on the Bretton Woods mone-
tary system, which eventually unravelled in 1973,
Paola Subacchi and David Vines have identified
four themes that the world’s leading economies
need to cooperate on in our times: a satisfactory
level of global aggregate demand that can avoid the
twin pitfalls of unemployment and high inflation;
workable processes for the adjustment of current

ISTOCKPHOTO

say that these are the same points that Keynes
thought were necessary in 1944 for a new world
economic order.

The first two—full employment of resources
combined with a satisfactory balance of pay-
ments—matter in the context of the new trade war.
China has pursued policies that suppress domestic
demand, create excess savings and then push
exports through government subsidies. Keynes
himself argued that large current account sur-
pluses were threats to global economic stability as
much as large current account deficits were. So the
burden of adjustment should fall on both sets of
countries equally, using fiscal policy and exchange
rate policies that his student James Meade later
explained through a more formal economic model.

The idea that the burden of macroeconomic
adjustment should be a responsibility of countries
with large current account surpluses as well has
contemporary relevance, even though we live in a
different era of market-determined exchange rates
and free capital flows, neither of which was an ele-
ment in the 1944 plan decided at Bretton Woods.

The use of industrial policy in response to Chi-
nese industrial policy is a valid response, especially
in sectors that have geopolitical relevance. But
industrial policy as well as higher import tariffs are
not costless for countries using them to counter
China. There is also a broader macroeconomic
problem that Keynes had quite rightly identified

account balances; financing the "
needs of less developed economies; and an open

decades that the burden of
should not fall only on countries with current

ing and the occasional outright ban. The rising tide

international trading system. Subacchi and Vines

MY

account deficits.
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India needs more than public
protests to tackle old attitudes

The country’s institutions require reforms to assure women safety

fo

]
KARISHMA VASWANI

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asia politics with a special focus on China.

rotests against sexual violence have
taken place across India to demand
more protection for women, helping
raise ded about an

D ions make it clear that Indians

epidemic of rape. But to tackle the perva-
sive culture of misogyny in a society that’s
still fiercely patriarchal, reform needs to
start with the top echelons of institutions,
such as the courts and police force.

It won’t be easy to address norms that
have been in place for centuries. While edu-
cation and better policies can help, more
women need to be elected and appointed to
top jobs, both in politics and the corporate
world (scores for women's representation in
ministerial positions at 6.9% and in parlia-
ment at 17.2% remain relatively low, accord-
ing to the WEF’s Global Gender Gap report
for 2024). Instituting change from within
these largely male bastions of power will
help to improve India’s reputation at a time
when foreign investors are looking closely
at the economic powerhouse.

The brutal act that prompted the protest
marches was the rape and murder of a
31-year-old trainee doctor on 9 August ata
government hospital in Kolkata. It was rem-
iniscent of the 2012 gang rape and murder
of a 23-year-old physiotherapy student on
aNew Delhi bus. Back then, massive dem-
onstrations occurred across the nation and
a commission was set up to reconsider laws
on sexual crimes. The government passed
tougher laws on rape, including the death
penalty for repeat offenders. The legislation
also provided for jail terms for police offi-
cers who fail to record an initial complaint
lodged by an assaulted woman.

The policy changes were an improve-
ment and recognize that lawmakers must
act. But it didn’t stop violence against
women. In fact, it’s getting worse. In 2022,
445,256 cases of crime against women were
registered, around 32,000 of them rapes,
up from about 28,000 in 2020. In 2011, a
woman was raped every 20 minutes,
according to government data. That rose to
about every 16 minutes by 2021.

India is not the only country with a patri-
archal culture that favours men. However,
itis one where it seems that those in power
have been turning a blind eye to violence
against women for too long. A report from
the National Crime Records Bureau has
categories including Murder With Rape/
Gang Rape, Dowry Deaths, Abetment to
Suicide of Women, Acid Attack and Cru-
elty by Husband or His Relatives.

Despite economic advances, the picture
for women isn’t improving. India ranked
129 out of 146 countries on the Global Gen-
der Gap Index 2024. Nine-in-10 Indians

Our biodiversity is a treasure chest: Handle it

RAHUL MATTHAN

is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of *The Third Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance’. His X
(formerly Twitter) handle is
@matthan.

¢ are witnessing the birth of a
remarkable new discipline called
synthetic biology, a brand new
field of study that leverages advances in
genetic engineering and bio-computing to
develop new biological systems that have
been designed to perform specific functions.
According to Boston Consulting Group, syn-
thetic biology will, by the end of the decade,
account for more than a third of global out-
put—nearly $30 trillion in value. This will
force businesses in sectors as diverse as
health and beauty, fashion and textiles, food
and agriculture, and mining and construc-
tion to come to terms with such significant
disruption that it could upend the ways in
which they have traditionally functioned.
There are a number of different applica-
tions to which synthetic biology is being put.
In the fashion industry, it has allowed us to
experiment with a wide range of new fabrics
and materials. Fashion brands like Hermes
have already started using mycelium (the
root structures of mushrooms) to create plia-

ble new substances to substitute the leather
that is usually used to make bags. Others
have genetically engineered yeast to pro-
duce modified forms of collagen that pro-
duce new fabrics with improved strength,
stretchability and durability and which can
be designed with specific requi

ing and also improve the sector’s yields.

Despite the progress we have witnessed so
far, the continued growth of synthetic biol-
ogy will be highly dependent on the availa-
bility of data. So as to design new biological
pathways, researchers need access to data on
protein structures and their i ions, as

such as tear resistance or thickness, in mind.

Ina previous article, I wrote about how we
should soon be able to produce artificial
meat at scale, significantly reducing the
environmental impact of our current indus-
trial approach to animal husbandry. We can
similarly engineer microbial products to
directly convert nitrogen from the air. This
means all we need to do is introduce these
microbes into the soil and we will be able to
significantly reduce our dependence on arti-
ficial fertilizers.

In the mining industry, advances in syn-
thetic biology now offer more environment-
friendly ways to extract valuable metals like
copper, uranium and gold from the ore
mined from the ground. Instead of using
chemicals like cyanide to extract the
required metals from their ores (generating
toxic effluents and vast quantities of waste),
by deploying genetically engincered micro-
organisms to bio-leach the ore, we could sig-
nificantly lower the operating costs of min-

well as computational
models of biological path-
ways and genetic regula-
tion, but above all, access
to bioinformatic resources
that will allow them to
advance their research.
Much of this data resides
in the biological resources
of 17 ‘mega-diverse’ coun-
tries, those with excep-
tional biodiversity: high
levels of endemism and
diversity of species and
ccosystems, i.e., plus sig-
nificant ecological pro-
cesses and functions.
Since almost all mega-diverse countries
have in the past suffered the depredations of
colonial aggrandisement, they consider
their genetic resources to be national assets
whose benefits must be adequately secured,
so that they can be utilized for their own

India can be at
the forefront
of synthetic
biology if we
get our policies
and investment
priorities right

benefit. This has given rise to the notion of

want meaningful change. P

agree with the notion that a wife must
always obey her husband, including nearly
two-thirds who completely agree with this
sentiment, according to a 2022 survey by
Pew Research Center.

It all starts at home. Families tend to
place a higher value on sons than daugh-
ters, because of a perception that they can
help to financially support parents in old
age, although many working women do
this too. Then there’s the matter of dowries
for brides. Despite being outlawed since
1961, they are still prevalent, even among
the educated middle class.

Passing new laws won’t address these
issues because of inherent flaws within the
system. “Law enforcement personnel are
‘misogynistic and overburdened—they nei-
ther have the will nor the capacity to help
women,” Poulami Roychowdhury, associ-
ate professor of sociology at Brown Univer-
sity, told me. “Policymakers need to imple-
‘ment police reforms and add judges to the
benches, and make public spaces like hos-
pitals, schools and other institutions where
women are at risk, safer.”

The judicial system is notoriously back-
logged. For many women, this adds to the
stigma of reporting a sexual assault, because
of the long delay they face in getting any
form of justice. The largely male police
force must also change—women make up
Jjust under 11%. In 2022, the India Justice
Report said it"d take 24 years to reach the
police target of 33% female representation.

Given a society that has long adhered to
deeply ingrained views on the roles of men
and women, it is not surprising that men
are disproportionately represented in gov-
ernment and corporate positions of power.
That makes it an uphill battle and a missed
opportunity to acknowledge the value that
‘women contribute to business. India could
increase GDP by $770 billion by 2025 if it
gets more women to work and boost equal-
ity, McKinsey Global Institute estimated.
The female contribution to GDP is 18%, one
of the world’s lowest, reflecting the fact
that women make up only 25% of the
labour force. People power has brought
attention to the plight of women in India,
but for meaningful change, policymakers
need to reform the institutions that can
directly improve the lives of half the popu-
lation. Women in the world’s largest
democracy deserve that.  ©BLOOMBERG

with care

rescarch and development (R&D) can be
held ible for the socictal and envi-

genetic that local
should have the sole right to determine how
the commercial and scientific value of their
unique genetic profiles should be realized.

These fears are not unfounded. It is likely
that wealthy nations and corporations that
currently control almost all
cutting edge research in
the field will stand to bene-
fit the most from progress
in this field, while its envi-
ronmental and economic
risks will likely impact vul-
nerable populations dis-
proportionately.

‘We must address these
concerns even as we find
ways to unlock the poten-
tial of all that synthetic
biology has to offer.
Progress must be made in
an equitable way that bene-
fits all. To that end, we should put in place
measures that will ensure clear communica-
tion on the scope of synthetic biology activi-
ties, so that the public is kept well informed
of possible outcomes, both positive and neg-
ative. We need to ensure accountability so
that all organizations involved in the field’s

ronmental outcomes of their activities.
Above all, we need to ensure effective
engagement across a broad range of stake-
holders so that decisions made in this field
be informed through a plurality of view-
points and contexts.

The Convention on Biological Diversity
and subsequent Nagoya Protocol have
already put in place legal frameworks
around which benefits arising from non-hu-
man genetic resources could be shared. In
response, several countries have established
access- and benefit-sharing agreements so
that the use of genetic resources and associ-
ated traditional knowledge can serve com-
mon purposes. Others have adopted meas-
ures that value their genetic heritage and
traditional knowledge appropriately in
order to make way for their future use.

Given that India is one of the world’s 17
mega-diverse countries, it is critical that we
actively engage with developments in the
sector so that we can ensure that our rich
biodiversity resources are harnessed for the
global good. But above all, we need to
encourage R&D investments in this sector so
that we can benefit from the diversity we
have been blessed with.

°
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Step in the right direction

Modi Govt launches assured pension scheme for Central
Govt Employees, amid concerns of financial implications

ernment employees. This must be music to the ears of central employees who

The Modi Government has announced the fixed pension scheme for the central gov-

were not happy with the ongoing market-linked pension scheme and were demand-
ing its scrapping, In a significant policy shift, the Indian government has approved a
new pension scheme guaranteeing central government employees 50% of their base
salary as a pension. This move marks a departure from the current National Pension
Scheme (NPS), which links payouts to market returns. The newly introduced Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS) is set to be implemented from April 1, 2025, and will impact
over two million federal employees. The shift towards the UPS stems from growing dis-
satisfaction with the NPS, which was adopted in 2004 as part of a broader fiscal reform.
Under the NPS, employees contribute 10% of their base salary, and the government
adds 14%, with the eventual pension amount depending on the market returns from invest-
ments, primarily in federal debt. However, as some
states began reverting to the older, more fiscally bur-
densome system of guaranteed pensions, the Modi
government faced mounting pressure to reassess the
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The decision to approve the UPS aligns with demands
from trade unions and the Opposition parties, who have
long advocated for a guaranteed minimum pension.
The issue gained political traction during recent gen-
eral elections, where the lack of pension security under
the NPS became a contentious topic. The UPS guar-
antees that employees who have completed at least
25 years of service will receive 50% of their base salary,
calculated over the last 12 months before retirement, as a pension. This assured pay-
out provides a safety for retirees, addressing concerns about the volatility of market-
linked pensions. While the UPS offers greater security for employees, it also imposes
a significant financial burden on the government. The expected cost to the exchequer
for the fiscal year 2024-25 is approximately Rs 62.5 billion. This annual expenditure is
likely to fluctuate based on the number of employees retiring each year. However, the
shift to the UPS raises several concerns. First, the financial sustainability of the scheme
is a critical issue. The guaranteed nature of the pension could strain government finances,
especially if economic growth slows or tax revenues decline. Additionally, the UPS may
lead to disparities between central and state government employees. Moreover, there
is a risk that the shift back to a defined benefit pension system could set a precedent
for other sectors, potentially leading to broader demands for similar guarantees. This
could exacerbate fiscal challenges, particularly in a country where social welfare spend-
ing is already under pressure. As India prepares to implement the UPS in 2025, care-
ful management and ongoing evaluation will be essential to ensure that the benefits of
the scheme are balanced against its fiscal impact.

A painter gives final touches to 1he Goddess Durgas idol ahead of Durga pooja in Kolkata

The risk of monetising
public education

Commercialisation of these institutions undermines their core mission
which is to provide inclusive, affordable high-quality education to all

he Vice-Chancellor of
T]NU , Prof. C

Santhishree D Pandit
recemly remarked that the
country’s top university is
facing a financial crunch with
little regular income generat-
ed from its resources. The VC
has decided to repurpose the
university’s properties with
private participation. This
culture of looking at public
academic institutions as a
source of revenue has been
rhyming among our policy-
makers during the past sever-
al years.
One reason is the huge prime
land area holding maintained
by the public sector institu-
tions and another is the
change in the shift in societal
perception. Today’s society
evaluates everything based
on money. The primary
objective of public sector aca-
demic institutions is to offer
an inclusive and excellent
education to all sections of the
population. Central to these
institutions is the concept of
education as a public good—
a valuable asset that has
advantages for society as a
whole, rather than solely for
individuals. Education, in this
view, is not simply a product
that can be purchased and

sold, but rather a profound
process that moulds individ-
uals into knowledgeable,
reflective members of society
who are capable of making
meaningful contributions to
the collective welfare.

Their value should be
assessed based on the num-
ber of enlightened minds
generated by these institu-
tions. As we can see it's these
enlightened minds who are
driving the wheel of the gov-
ernment machinery, and the
nation's progress. Public sec-
tor academic institutions have
been under growing pressure
in recent decades to imple-
ment business-oriented
strategies, which include pri-
oritising income creation.
The transition has been
prompted by several circum-
stances, such as decreases in
government financing,
increasing operational
expenses, and the expanding

impact of market ideology in
public policy. Consequently,
numerous public universi-
ties and colleges have resort-
ed to alternate sources of
income, such as raising tuition
fees, extending online pro-
grams, providing executive
education courses, renting
out spaces and forming
alliances with private indus-

try.

Private parties, if allowed to
rent out spaces, should work
closely with the academic
and research community of
the university. It should also
help in imparting knowledge
and transformation to stu-
dents.In many NITs, the guest
house rate has been increased
tenfold, as mandated by the
policymakers.
Unfortunately, people who
visit these institutions includ-
ing academicians and parents
of students have to pay more
than what is the market rate
in that area. Although these
initiatives can offer significant
financial support, they also
pose a potential threat of
altering the core purpose of
public sector institutions. It
can be detrimental to main-
taining high academic stan-
dards and fostering a wide
range of intellectual perspec-

A new standard for
global populism

Kamala prioritises the everyday citizen over corporate interests and her
message is getting traction not only in the US but across the globe

he global economic
landscape could shift
dramatically if the US
Democratic Party's
presidential nominee,
Kamala Harris, succeeds in imple-
menting her bold stance on prices
and corporate control. This move
could send shockwaves across the
world, compelling nations like
India to reconsider their current
economic models—just as they
did during the liberalization era
when corporate power surged. It
appears the tide is turning, as peo-
ple worldwide demand freedom
from the manipulative tactics
that drive up prices. Harris’s mes-
sage is clear: Americans can no
longer tolerate skyrocketing costs.
Her aggressive, populist econom-
ic agenda aims to rein in corpo-
rate power and lower the cost of
living, potentially setting a new
standard for global economic
policies.
A 74-year-old Indian blogger
after a lavish Indian corporate
marriage in July blurted out on X-
twitter, “In my 74 years, I have not
seen, or even heard of, a more
tasteless, egotistical or pretentious
wedding than the recent, 24X7
televised extravaganza.
The perversity and its real portent
lie elsewhere.“It lies in the way
money was expended, at a time
when the average Indian has
never been worse off economical-
ly, when inequality and unem-
ployment have reached record
heights, when 67 percent of the
GST is paid by 50 percent of its
poorest citizens, when the top 1
percent control 40 percent of the
country's wealth, when 800 mil-
lion people have to be provided
free/ subsidized foodgrains to sur-
vive”,
Not much different is the week-
end speech of Harris. She says,
“We know that many Americans
don't yet feel that progress in their
lives. Costs are still too high and
it feels too hard to get ahead”
No wonder R nominee

life and freedom from organ-
ised oppression.Indians are
certainly more concerned
because with whatever rank in
the world economy, it is
nowhere near the US.
If the American economy is
notin good shape, Indians can
at best be convalescing, post-
COVID-19. But the strangle-
hold of the honchos in India
is more gripping than in the
Us, whicﬁ has strong anti-trust
laws despite the protests from
the big. Indian policies suit the
big shops more with quite a
few trillions being waved off in
taxes and other benefits,
including_tailoring national
and stock market policies.
Harris instead, despite being
the Vice President of the USA,
empathising  with the
American people, says, “The
bills add up. Food, rent, gas,
back-to-school clothes, pre-
scription medication. After
that, for many families, there’s
not much left at the end of the
month. As president, I will take
on the high costs that matter
most to most Americans.”
Those words any Indian voter
would love to hear from their
leaders. It follows a dozen
Is for improving the

Donald Trump calls her too lib-
eralIt seems so similar to the
echoes of severe price rises and
joblessness during the June Lok
Sabha elections in India amid
rows of mutton, muslim, mandir
and mujra, mehngai and bero-
jgari. Yes, Indians and Americans
need food, a minimum quality of

lives of Americans. Some like
3 million new housing units to
the people seemingly have
been picked up from Indian
political party manifestos. Like
Indias PM Avas, she propos-
es to provide up to $25,000 in
down payment support for a
million first-time home buy-

AMERICANS

ers.
An addition is tax incentives
for builders, who build afford-
able rental housing. It could be
a welcome scenario for most
Indians.As now being debated
in India on capital gains tax
indexation or also rentals,
Harris is keen on preventing
corporate landlords from using
algorithmic price-setting tools
to increase rents by large mar-
gins. It is gradually becoming
a problem in areas in the

national capital regions of
CAN NO LONGER Noida, Gurgaon, Delhi’s
TOLERATE gl;varke},l Bde_n%alu_ru, and
ennai. India has just start-
SKYROCKETING  ea feeling it.MedicalJcosts and
health insurance fraud are the
COSTS. HER worst in the US. Many Indian
AGGRESSIVE, companies now have emulat-
edit.
POPULIST  Medical expenses are increas-
ECONOMIC ingin India and the Us.
Both countries are discussing
AGENDA AIMS it intensely and often end up
saying the United Kingdom
TO REIN IN " has the best medical facilities.
Harris promises to eliminate
CORPORATE medical debt for millions of
POWER AND  Americans, possibly by using
federal funds to buy and for-
LOWER THE i
give outstanding debt from
health providers. She wants to
COST OF LIvI NG’ limit Americans’ annual out-
POTENTIALLY of-pocket spending on pre-
scription drugs to $2,000.
SETTING A NEW  Thousands of kilometres a
part
the conditions are so similar!
STANDARD The one difference is that
FOR GLOBAL India wants to repeat the US
insurance follies and they are
ECONOMIC  tryi i
rying to change it.
POLICIES Though in some cases like PM

SHIVAJI SARKAR

JanAushadhi, India is doing
better in providing generic
medicines at low prices. Harris
does not have that option and
says would cap the out-of-
pocket cost of insulin at $35
per month for all.As direct
benefit pensions are given to
kisans in India, Harris would
give a child tax credit that
would provide $6,000 per child
to families for the first year of
a babys life.
Indian budgetary novelties
introduced as direct benefits or
pensions in various ways have
fascinated Harris. Each of
Harris’s proposals, whether in
terms of food, medicine, hous-
ing or child care is “populist’,
involving government inter-
vention against corporate
interests on behalf of con-
sumers.
Socialism, direct or indirect,
despite big companies ruling
the roost, is returning to world
politics. What Harris does
may just create a flutter, but
countries like India, who claim
to be the next global leaders,
have to trudge more cautious-
ly to safeguard the poor, farm-
ers and the working
class.Harris has borrowed
quite a few of it from the
Indian budget. Now it is India’s
turn to ensure how it could
check the corporates to serve
peoples interests. The world is
changing and India’s populism
is winning big one€’s heart.
(The author is a freelance
writer and columnist; views
are personal)
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tives.
Additionally, it can generate
pressures to give higher pri-
ority to programs and
research areas that provide
greater profits, perhaps over-
looking subjects that are less
financially rewarding but
equally crucial for societal
progress. It is vital to provide
students with a well-rounded
education that encourages
critical thinking and broad-
based knowledge.
Public sector academic insti-
tutions hold a distinct and
crucial role in maintaining the
social fabric of the nation.
Their objective is not to earn
financial gain but rather to
generate enlightened minds
capable of critical thinking,
and contribute to the devel-
opment of the nation.
The great minds working in
every field, including the
bureaucrats and political lead-
ers are groomed by these
public sector institutions. For
this to continue, we should
not put a price tag on every
facility a public sector univer-
sity offers to the student or
society at large.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)
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CELEBRATING KRISHNA'S BIRTH
Madam — Krishna Janmashtami, the
birthday of Lord Krishna, is a joyous cel-
ebration that embodies the triumph of
love and divine joy over evil and nega-
tivity. This auspicious occasion marks
the arrival of Krishna, the eighth avatar
of Lord Vishnu, who brought hope and
redemption to a world plagued by
darkness and despair.
As devotees around the world honor
Krishna's birth, they are reminded of his
profound teachings in the Bhagavad
Gita, which emphasize the importance
of spiritual growth, self-realization,
and the eternal victory of good over evil.
Through vibrant festivities, soulful bha-
jans, and heartfelt pujas, Krishna
Janmashtami celebrates the uncondi-
tional love and divine joy that Krishna
embodies, inspiring devotees to embrace
their own spiritual journey and revel in
the bliss of the divine.

Purva Pandya | Ujjain

STALIN'S NEW MOVE

Madam — As against the Sanatana
Dharma before the Lok Sabha elections,
the DMK has changed its stand now by
a mix in the Dravidian model by sup-
porting the individual’s faith of choice
and wanting to help them in their reli-
gious pursuits. By inaugurating the
two day Global Muthamizhil Murugan
Conference, the Chief Minister of TN
M K Stalin is bringing in a new colour
other than black and red as he’s well
aware that this will help him in the
forthcoming assembly elections to woo
the votes of the Hindus by using the
Murugan card to play to DMK's advan-
tage. We welcome this change and are
happy if something good for the peo-
ple happens from the leadership of M
K Stalin whom I respect for his flexibil-
ity of principle if he finds something
worth it. One hopes Stalin’s new found
alliance with the Lord Murugan may
bestow the blessings for the people for
the prosperity of the state.

A P Thiruvadi| Chnnai

Unmed pension scheme launched

is refers to the news report,

I Unprecedent Unified Pension
Scheme by Modi Government"
(August 25). Though driven by the huge
political pressure after jolts in recently
held Lok Sabha polls, the NDA
Government's decision to roll out a new
guaranteed Unified Pension Scheme for
its employees is a step in right direction.
In fact, pension is a social welfare mea-
sure which is granted to ensure that a
retired employee lives with dignity in his

PM MODI BROKERS PEACE

Madam — Modi’s visit to Kyiv will
strengthen India-Ukraine bilateral rela-
tionship.Like with Russia in March 24
Modi is likely to have had the message
of peace with Zelenskyy about ending
the war and restoring peace.The catch
is both Russia and Ukraine are not keen
in fighting any further but both want-
ing to end the war on their own
terms.Kyiv does not want to compro-
mise on it’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity which could lead to an insta-
bility and and even a revolution in
Ukraine.

Kyiv wants to retrieve all the Ukrainian
territory occupied by Russia something
that Russia is unwilling to do.The US
and NATO have rejected Russia’s
demand to end the war.Under this sit-
uation it is extremely unlikely that a
peace can be brokered by PM Modi as
an one off attempt. Unlike other leaders
of the world PM Modi enjoys a special
relationship with Putin who in his
words has called Modi as his best
friend.India also in none of the resolu-

old age. Reversing its 21 year old pension
reforms partially, the Government has
introduced OPS features like assured pen-
sions, inflation-linked
adjustments, family pensions, and a
guaranteed minimum pension in the
UPS. Employees are still required to con-
tribute 10% of their basic pay and dear-
ness allowance to UPS remains
only major difference between the OPS
and the UPS. The government will also
contribute to the UPS, which will increase
from 14% (currently contributed to
NPS) to 18.5%. Thus, the UPS will lead
to higher burden on the exchequer.
Thus, it remains to be seen whether state
governments adopt the UPS, which cer-
tainly would not augur well for their
financial health.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

tions passed by the UN has gone against
Moscow.While on the same lines has
been maintaining good equation with
Zelenskyy (post his ire after having a
hug with Putin in March 24) through
telephone calls and the sidelines meet-
ings in summits.With Modi’s Aug 23
personal visit and signing of the trade
agreements and India’s commitment to
be on the side of the PEACE and just a
not a neutral country one can expect
PM Modi will make attempts for a peace
talk between the two warring
leaders.Besides, PM Modi’s initiative
also takes care of the growing Chinese
influence in the region and places
India at par with it if not above, India
must be more proactive in the region to
safeguard its own interests. With US
already started feeling the heat of reces-
sion and a leadership change in the off-
ing one can see the light at the end of
the tunnel!

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai
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Back to Reality

Unemployment is discussed at many places in the Survey, with an entire chapter
discussing the employment scenario. But sadly, the discussion focuses more on issues
like Al, and challenges of the future, and shies away from addressing the dire
employment problem facing Indian youth. The Survey has suggested certain sectors
like food processing and healthcare for creating jobs and has put the entire onus on
the private sector for generating employment
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Green Dilemma

s the world shifts towards a greener future, the

demand for lithium ~ a critical component in elec-

tric vehicle batteries and renewable energy storage
~ has skyrocketed. Chile, home to one of the largest lithi-
um reserves in the world, has been at the forefront of this
supply chain. However, a deeper look into the environ-
mental impact of lithium extraction reveals a startling
reality. Chile’s Atacama salt flat, a unique and fragile
ecosystem, is slowly sinking due to the intensive mining
practices that fuel our green ambitions. The sinking of
the Atacama salt flat is not a mere anomaly; it is a direct
consequence of the extraction of lithium-rich brine.
According to recent studies, the southwest part of the salt
flat, where lithium mining is most intense, is subsiding
at a rate of 1 to 2 cm per year. While this may seem
insignificant at first glance, the long-term implications
are alarming.

The extraction process, which relies on pumping
vast amounts of brine from beneath the salt flat, is out-
pacing the natural recharge of the aquifers. This imbal-
ance is causing the earth’s surface to gradually sink,
potentially leading to irreversible changes in the region’s
geology. The environmental costs of lithium extraction
extend beyond subsidence. The Atacama region is one
of the driest places on Earth, and water is a precious
resource. The traditional method of lithium extraction
involves evaporating large quantities of brine, resulting
in the loss of 90 per cent of the water to the atmosphere.
This not only depletes the region’s scarce water
resources but also threatens the livelihoods of local
communities and wildlife that depend on the limited
freshwater supply.

Indigenous communities living in the Atacama have
long voiced concerns about the impact of lithium mining
on their environment and way of life. For them, the deple-
tion of freshwater and brine is not just an environmental
issue. It is a matter of survival. The region’s unique flora
and fauna, some of which are found nowhere else on
Earth, are also at risk as their habitats shrink and water
becomes scarcer. While there is hope that new technolo-
gies, such as Direct Lithium Extraction, could mitigate
some of the environmental impacts by re-injecting
groundwater after lithium is extracted, this solution is
still in the experimental stage. The challenge remains to
balance the growing demand for lithium with the need
to protect the fragile ecosystems and communities that

lie in its path.
As the world accelerates mwards a future powered
b ble energy, it is to ise that

Yy

not all green are without envir
costs. The extraction of lithium, while essential for the
energy transition, must be managed with caution and
responsibility. Policymakers, industry leaders, and con-
sumers alike must prioritise sustainable practices and
consider the broader impacts of resource extraction on
vulnerable ecosystems. Chile’s Atacama salt flat serves
as a reminder that the pursuit of a green future cannot
come at the expense of the environment and the people
who depend onit.

Food Crisis

ndia’s food security challenge is no longer just about

rising food prices. It encompasses the very availability

and accessibility of nutritious food for the most vul-
nerable segments of the population. Despite being an
agricultural powerhouse, the country faces a paradox
where increasing food production has not translated into
better nutrition for its citizens. This crisis demands a
deeper analysis beyond economic metrics and price
indices, focusing on the structural issues that perpetuate
under-nutrition and threaten future food supplies. One
of the core issues stems from the legacy of the Green Rev-
olution, which emphasised the mass production of
cereals like rice and wheat. While this helped India
achieve food self-sufficiency, it also skewed the country’s
dietary patterns.

The Public Distribution System (PDS), which distrib-
utes these staple grains to the poor, overlooks the impor-
tance of a balanced diet. As a result, essential nutrients
from pulses, fruits, and vegetables remain out of reach
for many low-income households. This nutritional imbal-
ance is a significant factor behind India’s persistent mal-
nutrition rates, which are among the highest in the world.
Recent data paints a grim picture. The Global Hunger
Index ranked India 111th out of 125 countries in 2023,
indicating a worsening situation. Despite incremental
improvements in some areas, such as the reduction of
stunting and wasting among children, progress has been
painfully slow.

If this trend continues, it could take decades to bring
nutrition to acceptable levels. Moreover, the rise in
anaemia among children and women further under-
scores the depth of the nutritional crisis. Compounding
these issues is the growing impact of climate change on
India’s agricultural sector. Extreme weather events, such
as droughts and floods, have already started affecting
crop yields, particularly for wheat and rice. The recent
decline in rice production, coupled with the government's
decision to ban non-Basmati rice exports, highlights the
fragility of India’s food supply. While this move was aimed
at stabilising domestic prices, it has had far-reaching con-
sequences for global food markets, especially in African
countries that rely on Indian rice imports.

Lookmg ahead lhe situation could worsen. India's

j d to conti growing, reaching
over 1.7 bAllen by 2050. To meet the rising demand, the
country must either significantly increase agricultural
productivity or expand its culllvated areas. However, both
options face id The d
of arable land due to erosion and salinisation, along with
depleting water resources, are major obstacles to sustain-
able agricultural growth.

India’s food security crisis is rooted in structural
inequalities, inadequate nutritional policies, and envi-
ronmental challenges. Addressing this crisis requires a
multifaceted approach that prioritises both the quantity
and quality of food, ensures equitable access, and
builds resilience against climate change. Without urgent
and sustained efforts, the country risks not only exacer-
bating under-nutrition but also jeopardising its future

food security.
vl SEEERER

ublication of the Annual

Economic Survey, a day

before the Union Budget,

is a much-awaited event.
Offering rare insights into the Gov-
ernment’s economic thinking and
giving a snapshot of the Indian
Economy, together with a SWOT
analysis, every word of the Eco-
nomic Survey is precious to serio-
us students of economics. The
spirit and thinking behind the
Budget can be perfectly under-
stood by perusing the Economic
Survey, because both documents
are drafted by the same set of
economists. Painstaking research,
unbiased statistics and unmatch-
ed scholarship ensure that the
Economic Survey remains of inter-
est long after the corresponding
year’s Budget is forgotten.

The Economic Survey of
2016-17 summarised these desi-
derata in the following words: “I
(Economic Survey) must possess
a rare combination of gifts .... No
part of man’s nature or his insti-
tutions must be entirely outside its
regard. It must be purposeful and
disinterested in a simultaneous
mood, its authors as aloof and
incorruptible as artists, yet some-
times as near to earth as politi-
cians.” Economic Survey 2016-17
went on to note that such was the
popularity of the previous year’s
Survey, that it had been pirated
and was being sold on Amazon.

However, last year's Econom-
ic Survey ~ a pre-election docu-
ment that ignored hard realities,
and stretched facts and logic to
justify Government policies ~ was
a significant exception. The cur-
rent Survey is a welcome change
from the last one; insights and
scholarship are back, making one
wonder if both Surveys were draft-
ed by the same set of people. Co-
mpared to last year's Survey, the
present Survey is much more top-
ical, not shying away from discu-
ssing current problems, like the
worrying levels of inflation and
unemployment, slow uptick in
manufacturing and exports etc.

Some of the topics dealt with
by the current Economic Survey
remain identical to earlier Surveys;
the first chapter examines the state
of the Indian economy, and sub-
sequent chapters analyse India’s
medium-term economic outlook,
fiscal policy trajectory and so on.
However, treatment of most topics
is somewhat short on original
thinking and long on verbiage.

‘While some of the earlier Sur-
veys will be long-remembered for
their insights like the Twin Bal-
ance Sheet Problem in the Eco-
nomic Survey 2015-16 or the high-
ly original Eight Interesting Facts

About India in Economic Survey
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RV

reasons that make Indian agricul-
ture i i

2016-17 or Tracking D
through Satellite Images and Car-
tography in Economic Survey
2021-22, the current Economic
Survey does not display acuity of
such high order.

The unduly optimistic tone of
Economic Survey 2023-24 jars at
times. Facts not conforming to the
authors’ narrative are sometimes
not mentioned at all, or deliber-
ately obfuscated, an example
being the chapter on India’s social
sector (Chapter 7) that does not
bifurcate social sector expenditure
between the Centre and States,
which would have revealed that
the Centre’s spending on Health
and Education was declining in
percentage terms.

In the chapters on State of the
Economy and Monetary Manage-
ment and Financial Intermedia-
tion, the positive outcomes of the
new  Corporate
Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process are
highlighted, but the
Survey omits to
mention clearly the
average 69 per cent
haircut to lenders in
the process, or the
delays that occur in
insolvency resolu-
tion in many cases.
To be fair, unlike the
earlier Survey that
even ded

The writer Is a retired

the Survey goes on to suggest
recasting of the Consumer Price
Index, so that inflation is not seen
to grow

The Survey can be credited
with rare prescience also. On page
144, the Survey suggested that we
should overturn the earlier ban on
Chinese capital investment and
source FDI from China. Within no
time, we find the Government
approving the import of Chinese
capital, a clear case of business
interests trumping defence inter-
ests, that too without any public
debate.

Unemployment is discussed
at many places in the Survey, with
an entire chapter, Employment

change, with its mention at many
places, and a detailed discussion
on climate change encompassing
two whole chapters. Here again,
the treatment is academic, with a
focus on global climate change
and prescriptions for combating
climate change at the global level.
Happenings nearer home are
pointedly ignored, with nary a
mention of the landslides, horren-
dous forest fires, floods and heat-
‘waves that have ravaged our coun-
tryin the last few years.

Atplaces, the Survey does talk
aboutafforestation, but at the same
time views delayed clearances for
mining in forests, as an impedi-
ment to progress. Also, there is no
mention of the unstated Govern-
ment polu:y of pumng Ease of

and Skill Dy Towards

Doing Busil

Quality, discussing the employ-
ment scenario. But sadly, the dis-
cussion focuses more on issues
like Al and chal-
lenges of the future,
and shies away
from addressing the
dire employment
problem facing In-
dian youth. The
Survey has suggest-
ed certain sectors
like food processing
and healthcare for
creating jobs and
has put the entire
onus on the private
sector for generai—

concerns, and amending the law, if
it stands in the way, prime exam-
ples being amendments to various
Acts like the Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986; Forest (Conserva-
tion) Act, 1980; Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972; Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollu-
tion) Act, 1981 and Indian Forest
Act, 1927, were amended, as also
the Environment Impact Notifica-
tion and the Coastal Regulation
Zone Notification.

In conclusion, the Survey
states: “The tripartite compact that
this country needs to become a
developed nation amidst emerg-

the Finance Minis-
ter’s highly contro-
versial statement “itis not that the
Indian Rupee has weakened, but
it is the US dollar that has
strengthened, the current Survey
avoids defending the i

ing emp
The basis of many
conclusions of this chapter could
be flawed because the Survey has
used only indirect Government
data (the Government has done

Chapter 9: Agriculture and
Food Management: Plenty of
Upside Left If We Get It Right: reads
like a Department of Agriculture
handout, faithfully recounting the
hundreds of schemes floated by the
Central Government and the
money spent thereupon. But the
authors are silent about the fact that
agricultural growth had been
resilient despite no major initiative

away witl statistics
since 2017-18), ignoring reliable
statistics from reputed private
sources like Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE).
Interestingly, at another place
while discussing the importance
of statistics and the role of the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation, the Sur-
vey has observed: “A sound and
dynamic statistical system is the

to boost or the almost
zero additional budgetary support
from the Centre. The chapter also
does not mention anything about
the short-lived Farming Acts, that
caused such furore amongst farm-
ers. Systemic problems like frag-
mentation of land holdings, are
mentioned in passing but no solu-
tion has been suggested.

Another chapter ‘Prices and
Inflation’ mentions many instan-
ces in which exports of agricultural
commodities were curbed, but the
Survey fails to point out that such
restrictions are one of the main

r an informed citi-
zenry, data-driven policies and
decision-making.”

This statement certainly does
not gel with the Government'’s
approach of restricting publishing
of statistics, a prime example
being the indefinitely delayed
decennial Census. A redeeming
feature is that the Survey also
ignores Reserve Bank statistics on
employment, which claimed that
4.7 crore jobs were created in the
last two years.

Another topic running almost
throughout the Survey is climate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesman.com

Indian imperative

SIR, I would like to refer to the
insightful article of Anand Kumar
entitled “The foreign hand” carried
in today’s edition on developments
in Bangladesh in the larger context
of the power games of the US and
China in South Asia.

In my view what Britain pushed
through in August 1947 was “a three
state solution” of the Hindu-Muslim
problem of India and not a “two
State” one as commonly perceived,
because implicit in the Partition
scheme was an unstated “Indian
guarantee” of support to the func-
tioning of East Pakistan under the
Karachi-based central Pakistani
authority. This was evident from the
Indian agreement allowing for quite
some time “over flights” of Pakistan
Airways across India to East Pak-
istan, supply of coal, operations of
railway systems and commodity
trade.

The emergence of Bangladesh
was therefore “natural”, and has led
to expanded and deepened eco-
nomic cooperation which in my

ing unprecedented global chal-
lenges is for governments to trust
and let go, for the private sector to
reciprocate the trust with long-
term thinking and fair conduct
and for the public to take respon-
sibility for their finances and their
physical and mental health.”

All the above assumptions
are counterintuitive; all Govern-
ments believe in control, most pri-
vate enterprises try only to max-
imise current profits, and strait-
ened circumstances force most
individuals into a day-t0-day exis-
tence. Yet, after Independence,
the country has moved steadily
forward, which is a tribute to the
vision of our leaders and the
native genius of Indians.

Analysing the Economic Sur-
vey, one feels that much more
original thinking and effort will be
required to define a roadmap to
catapult India into the comity of
developed nations. As American
architect, systems theorist, writer,
designer, inventor, philosopher,
and futurist, R. Buckminster Fuller
had said: “You never change
things by fighting the existing real-
ity. To change something, build a
new model that makes the existing
model obsolete.”
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Stopping sexual
abuse

he Senate investigation into the

alleged sexual harassment of an

actor has forced the entertain-

ment industry to confront its
darker side in the open. But it has also
exposed how victims of sexual abuse are
treated, particularly by public servants
who are expected to protect and respect
their rights.

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada was criticized
on social media for being harsh and
insensitive to 23-year-old actor Sandro
Muhlach who appeared via Zoom in a
hearing of the Senate committee on pub-
lic information and mass media last Aug.
19. The committee is looking into the
policies of television networks and artists

e ning sexual
abuse and harassmenl complaints as an
offshoot of the case Muhlach had earlier
filed against Jojo Nones and Richard
Cruz, independent contractors of GMA
Network.

Mubhlach, when prodded to share
details of the alleged assault, hesitated,
with his lawyer explaining that it was dif-
ficult for the actor to do so and that he
had to muster courage just to appear
before the committee. This appeared to
have upset Estrada who threatened to
walk out if Muhlach would not speak up.
“Alam niyo, ‘pag hindi natin tatapusin ito,
hahaba nang hahaba ito. You're wasting
our time here,” the senator said.In the
same hearing, another artist, Gerald San-
tos, also testified that he was sexually
abused in 2005 ~ when he was only 15
years old ~ by a musical director of the
network. Santos was asked why it took

him 19 years to come forward. Sexual
abuse and harassment are a reality in the
workplace, not only in the movie and TV
industry. But victims often hesitate to
come forward and instead choose to
remain silent because they end up being
blamed and shamed, or even lose job
opportunities. In the case of artists like
Muhlach and Santos, they also have to
relive their trauma before the public and,
given the high-profile industry they work
in, they will be identified with this for the
rest of their lives. To be sure, they are not
the first celebrities to come forward. The
Hollywood #MeToo movement, which
gained prominence in 2017, raised aware-
ness about the sexual harassment and
abuse of women and extended the dis-
cussion beyond the entertainment indus-
try to everyday life and ordinary people.
Afew days ago, a program manager
at TV5 was terminated over a sexual
abuse complaint filed by a 22-year-old
news researcher. These abuses, as Estra-
da, a former actor himself, acknowl-
edged, have been “ongoing for so long”
but only whispered and discussed in
secrecy within the industry. Indeed, the
Senate investigation is noteworthy
because it brings into the open discus-
sions about the abuses that happen
behind the scenes and could promote
awareness and vigilance in other work-
places. However, those who lead such
ions must exercise
and undergo training on trauma to better
handle such cases. After all, the Senate
investigation is not meant to satisfy the
public’s morbid curiosity and hunger for
gossip and scandal, but - as stated in the
committee’s briefer ~ to review the enter-
tainment industry’s policies and mecha-
nisms to address incidents or complaints
of abuse and harassment and look at the
potential criminal or civil liability of TV
networks for abuses committed by affili-
ated artist management agencies.
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GUHA SAILENDRA NATH — Our sincere
homage on your 28th death anniversary.
— Dr. Santanu (son), Samayita (grand-
child), relatives and friends. B-16, Subodh
Park, Kolkata-70. Phone: 033 24103640.

N MEMORIAM

view will not be altered given the
strong linkages such as supply of
power to Bangladesh from India or
Indian access to seaports in
Bangladesh, and expanding bilateral
trade which is now worth US$ 15 bil-

on.

Further, given the fact that Pak-
istan has a population of 25 crores
now and Bangladesh just 17 crores
~ areversal of the demographic sit-
uation at the time of Partition,
chances of rebirth of the idea of one
Pakistan is just not there, because
Pakistan is now reckoned as another
“failed state”.

Further, given the role of the
civil society in Bangladesh -
Grameen Bank and positive social
development indicators such as high
literacy especially among the
women, and increasing participa-
tion of women in workplaces ~
chances of a takeover by Islamic
political groups do not appear to be
strong.

We must also note that
Bangladesh is the only Muslim-

B P B3

dominated state in the world that
doesn't share land borders with any
other Muslim state which will
impose geopolitical and economic
compulsions on her policy makers
apart from trade and ecological
imperatives of being a part of the
Bengal delta which cannot be
altered.

It will therefore demand coop-
eration with India in her own inter-
ests, notwithstanding any US or Chi-
nese “strategic” interests.

Yours, etc., Rangan Dutta,
Noida, 25 August.

'ADVANCING UNDERSTANDING
SIR, India’s Chandrayaan-3 mission
has significantly advanced our
understanding of the Moon’s geo-
logical history. The mission’s pri-
mary objective was to explore the
lunar surface and gather data that
could shed light on its composition
and formation.

During its nine-day mission,
the Pragyan rover traversed 103
meters and analyzed the regolith at
23 different locations. This extensive
analysis revealed a uniform elemen-
tal composition, predominantly

Consisting of ferroan anorthosite
rock. This discovery is crucial as it
provides evidence supporting the
theory that the Moon’s surface was
once covered by a global molten
magma ocean.

The findings from Chan-
drayaan-3 have been published in
the prestigious journal Nature, high-
lighting their scientific importance.
The research, led by Santosh
Vadawale and his team at the Phys-
ical Research Laboratory in Ahmed-
abad, has provided new insights into
the Moon’s formation. According to
their analysis, the uniform compo-
sition of the regolith suggests that a
massive impact event, likely involv-
ing Earth, led to the creation of the
Moon. This impact would have gen-
erated enough heat to create a glob-
al magma ocean, which eventually
solidified to form the lunar crust we
observe today.

One of the most significant
aspects of this discovery is its impli-
cation for our understanding of
planetary formation and evolution.
The evidence of a global magma
ocean on the Moon supports the
giant impact hypothesis, which
posits that the Moon was formed

from the debris of a colossal colli-
sion between Earth and a Mars-
sized body.

This theory has been a corner-
stone of lunar science, and the data
from Chandrayaan-3 provides
robust support for it. By confirming
the presence of ferroan anorthosite
rock, the mission has helped to val-
idate this widely accepted model of
the Moon’s origin.

The success of Chandrayaan-3
also underscores the capabilities of
India’s space programme and its
contributions to global scientific
knowledge. The mission’s achieve-
ments demonsirate the effectiveness
of ISRO's technology and the expert-
ise of its scientists.

The data collected by the
Pragyan rover not only enhances
our understanding of the Moon but
also sets the stage for future lunar
exploration. These findings will
inform the planning and execution
of subsequent missions, both by
India and other space-faring na-
tions, as they seek to uncover more
about the Moon'’s history and its
potential resources.

Yours, etc., Amarjeet Kumar,
Hazaribagh, 23 August.
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