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How to Fix Skilling
The Competition

Wages should adjust to blue-collar conditions

L&T hasflagged theshortage of skilled workers, brought
upon by inadequate skilling and accentuated by interna-
tional migration. The issue is endemic across infrastruc-
ture, construction, manufacturing, logistics, retail and
healthcare. India has low skilling rates for blue-collar
workers by international comparison. Its workforce has
an unusual preference for white-collar jobs. Conditions
for manual work are also brutal in a heat-stressed nation.
And there has been a shift towards contractual employ-
ment that aggravates the shortage of skilled workers.
Preferredsolutions by employers—automation or outso-
urcing — tend to perpetuate the skilling gap by artificial-
ly depressing demand for workers. This cannot be the
way forward foran thatislookingat tu-
ring and services to deliver on its demographic dividend.
The obvious starting point is equipping a higher pro-
portion of the workforce with the
skills most in demand. Both the go-
vernmentand industry need tostep up
their engagement with vocational
education. This is especially true in
emerging industries such as RE and
logistics. Legislation is needed to
bring parity in working conditions
among blue- and white-collar workers. Where this is not
possible— for instance, in construction—wagesmustad-
justtotheharshnessof outdoor work. Industryalsohasto
commit more towards tenure of employment for manual
labour in order to draw in a newer generation of workers.
Allof these are required, but still may not suffice to re-
plenish India’s ageing manual work force. The wage dis-
paritywithoffice workers is considerably largeforskilled
labour to be employment of choice, Theonus is on indust-
ry to move from labour cost arbitrage to innovation-led
growth. True, there is still a lot of wage arbitrage Indian
manufacturing and services canrely upon. But they must
climb the value chainto be able to perform on aglobal sca-
le. As capital ceases to be the foremost growth constraint,
the economy must work on its biggerskills bottleneck.

Sports Can Push Our
Young Out of Torpor

India is unfit. A Lancet Global Health study published this we-
ekreveals thathalf of ouradult population doesn't meet WHO
ivity They getless than150

mins of moderately-intense activity, 75 mins of vigorous-in-
tensity activity, or an equivalent combination, per week. Such
asedentary lifestylepuis adulis at greaterrisk of heartattacks
and strokes, Type 2 diabetes, dementia, and breast and colon
cancers. But as far as incentives go, warnings haven't been
much useful. They are either seen as applicable to ‘other peo-
ple’.oras ‘first world’ concerns. It'stime totake adifferent tack.

Physical activity regimes are usually conducted sporadical-
1y, if atall. Increasingly for our young, it's on par with "Eat yo-
urgreens’, something that gets little trac-
tion outside adult surveillance. Instead,
why not approach the problem through
the more seductive means of competitive
sports? India is showing its sporting pro-
wess beyond cricket, throwing up role
models for youngsters to emulate. Add
the catalyst of ‘fun’ — instead of duty —
andsportscan provi fectpush toget y
of their sedentary habits — and their heads out of smartpho-
nes. On their part, schools must inculeate the ‘gymnasium’
approachtotreating bodies on parwith minds. For thisto take
root, parents must realise that playing sports isn't a waste of
time, Infrastructure — fields, parks, pools— must beaccessib-
leand affordable.

Benefits of physical actwm are immense: improved mental
healthandbu diseases, iallyasIn-

diansare genetically more prone to non-communicable disea-
ses. Our growing physical prowess should match our growing
start now.

Thegenerati

The Orange One has discovered the
Al chatbot - test drive tomorrow

When Don T Met
ChatGPT, a Romcom

Reports say that famous troglodyte Don T has just discov-
ered ChatGPT. With tomorrow’s first round of US presi-
dential debateson whileweslurpon ourfirst cuppa, DonT's

discovery and subsequem statement earlier this month

that! bot to ‘rewrite’ (write? his
good news for 'l'eam Don T Making a Musk-like pmlilctmn
that the industry made up of ‘these wonderful i
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Advertising must focus on ways to make business and society grow, not just win clubbie awards

It’s About Can, Not Cannes

ndmnfrms bagged 18 Lions at

e 5day Cannes Advertising

Fe:llvm 2024 — officially, Can-

nes Lions International Festival

of Creativity — that ended last

Friday, With no Grand Prix and only

twogolds, India’sshow is being drama-

tically —and rather unfairly — posi-

tioned as a colossal tragedy for Indian

advertising. Perhaps this is a sobering

moment for the client-agency fraterni-

ty to refocus on the core purpose of a

great talent pool: to accelerate socio-

economic momentum of the country

asopposec tosimply wooing prestigic-
u&.hl!t ‘clubbie’aw:

Accordingtoa 2024 Dentsu fndiare-
port, the advertising industry ispoised
10 grow at 9.86% CAGR by 2025, thus
reaching %112 lakh cr: The Indian D2C
brand market islikely tomore than tri-
‘pleinfour years to reach $61.3 bn (%512
lakh er) by FY27, according to a June
20241Lattice-Sorin

I 2024, 25 major global retai brands
arepoised toenter India.

FMCG s predicted to grow at a
14.9% CAGR to $220 bn (018.36 1akh cr)

India, to complement the 15% growth
inurban India, from 2019 to 2026. To en-

by 2025, upfrom §167 bn (13.94 1akh Dr)
in 2023,

delight, the brightest
Tativs mide ot be esarvedy Rt

India, according to a May RBI report,
online fraud cases rose by 708% in the
lasttwoyears. Furtheremergingissues
include mental health, bridging socie-

Justconeeptual

In our modern
tech-enthralled
society,
purposeful yet
monetisable
communication
opportunities
are galore

reamactionsbutde-
signed to reward
frolicky tokenism.

ThePritzker Ar-
chitecture Prize—
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Of Endsand
Beginnings

MARGUERITE THEOPHIL
Agiftof a bracelet from Ghana
atfirstlooks like a series of lLink-
ed hearts, buton closer inspecti-
on, Inotice astylised bird Tlearn

‘Nobel Prize of ar- that this s the Sankofa, amythi-

chitecture’ — for instance, celebrates cal bird from their culture that

Tivingstr

ches. Michelin stars are awarded to wduLv\Hh.lnLghlﬂJmLsm:uﬂL
deliver i

food daily and are reviewed yearly not
* S

[lu- A'lm}\ people, a \vm Afnmn

cars, Grammys, Emmysand Tonys are
earned by scalable appreciation, not

Cannes and its peers hawk theoreti-
cal heroism for off-roaders who are,
more often thay

e
naand thelvory Coast. The Akan,
over centuries, developed a high-
lyartistic and communicative

system of ideographicand picto-
graphic symbols, each represent-

i not, i in
‘expressways. Youngsters winning
awards demand unjustified CTC pre-
miums, and often sneak career paths
in ‘parallel’ advertising. inattentive to
truthful challenges uctive ener-
gies are amply consumed by an omer-
taclike code of silence, as ‘winnable'
ideas earn immunity from hard-work-
ing‘drudgery’.

Legacy clients expectedly succumb

proverh
rooted in the Akan experience.,
Theirbeliefs were handed down
mostly orally through proverbs
andstories, or lhml:gh mclurlal
symbols. A proverbfrom which
the coneept and meaningof San-
kofa is derived declares, ‘It is not
wrong togo backfor that which
you haveforgotten.” It speaks of
‘bringinggood from thepast into

viera, especially this time of the year
In fact, a tactical masterstroke by the

.This tali 3 . gthesanc-  Cannes organisers was to lure global
tronics are expected 1o reach $21.) lﬂ bn will clearty Imd t growth  tityol Thebest  clients, seducing legitimacy. P&G was
(21.77lakh cr) by 2025. In 2023, the QSR for the creative industry s i bealig: 3 and attend-
(quickservice restaurant) industry  Atoneend, onsolida- ned ance now is often a boardroom SOP

witnessed a robust growth of 3035%
inrevenue. The Indian cosmeties mar-
ket was valued at $8.1 bn (267,596 cr) in
2023, and is expected to reach 184 bn
(2154 Takh cr) by 2032, at a CAGR of

32%. ialsurge

tion withlarge global giants expanding
their colonies. Whileon the other side,
‘high-quality solo gigs are vl\mmlmg

To be fair, we are increasingly wit-
nessinga smartand sensitive genre of
messaging, rooted in customer-centri-

the market. In every case,
miumisation and remuneration up

of ecommerce to$325 bn (27.12
lakh cr) by 2030, the digital
economy is poised to
reach $800 bn (%66.76
lakher).

Advertising at lar-
ge, whether digital or
legacy, is potent amm-
unition for this grow-
th agenda. Especially
since the new-age ori-
gin of demand is the
unfamiliar “Tier 2 do-
wnwards' onlineshop-
pers with a CAGR of
22% (83 mn) in rural

not given for

l.'.luhal awards are usuvally

actions but designed to
reward frolicky tokenism

In fact, in our modern tech-en-
thralled society, purposeful yet
monetisable commu-
nication opportuniti-
es are galore. India is
positioned to emerge
as a global AT power-
house, with an esti-
mated CAGRof 31.5%
from 2023, forecastedto
reach 5.1 bn (42,560
ceryby 2027,

According to Sum-
sub, global deepfake
incidents rose tenfold
from 2022 to 2023 In

mainstream

city Th
an Company’s insighs, boAt mm}dm,
the spirit of Apple’s “Think Different’,
and wellness brand Livpure drawing
tactically from Hero Honda's ‘Fill it
Shutit. Forgetit'.

These are all adding up to an India-
inspi foc

The genuinely brilliant creative ta-
lent corps must urgently focus on the
‘can’, ways to further growth in busi-
ness and society. Filmeraft ‘can’ excite
growth inecommerceand theacumen
todistinguish fakefromreal. Print ‘can’
persuade mass D2C action, not just
armehair critical acclaim. ODH Eam
of-home) ‘can’ dr

pr
the benevolentuse of knowledge.

‘The Sankofa bird is stylised in
acircular fashion torepresent
that there is noendandno begin-
ning. It hasan egg in its mouth,
whichrepresents notonly the
Kknowledgeof the past uponwhi-
chwisdom is based, but also sig
nifies the generation to come that
would benefit from that wisdom.

Culturally, the Sankofa bird re-
presents the collective wisdom of
apeople, and teaches that a peo-
ple must know its past logary to

sent situati-

in many homes, beyond bemga mﬂee—

usedonbusinessacquisition, whileoth-
ers like Tata’s Alr India and Tanishq

The very moment advertising plays
an’ uwguablemlemm vingreal num-
bers, fairdol-

ing genre. Surely but silently, the adv.
ertising industry is padding up to be
the genuine business partner that it
must consistently be.

Inthiscontext, archaicaffections for
global awards remain,atbest, adistrac
tion, at worst, adigression Forstarters,
they are usually not given for mainst-

lars, and talent will enjoy the CTC that
bankers command. Yachts will then
become parking bay reality, and notan
annual French fantasy But for that to
happen, the cream must demonstrate
that they ‘can’, and not just Cannes.

oninorder toprotectandcreate
afirture for generations.
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For Opposition,
NoTa-taBirla

ChatGPT
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OF THE DAY

In cricket, no format’s
oo brief,

But the rain brings

naught but grief. IUCN Red list: 28% of all 163,040 assessed species threatened"
A match that's so quick, e
i stond Sharks and rays
Leaves fans na state feetcorals. ETT R
of disbelief! | conifers [ETE
.en mammais [FTT3
s | s ECTR '\ <
/ Reptiles 2| Hey,
e mm 2
“Trveatened species are those listed as Gritically Endangered, Endangered 2|
— or Vulnerable in the Red List ' Source; iucnredist org, AP S|

THREATENED SPECIES

More than 45,300 species are now threatened with extinction —
1,000 more than last year - according to

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)'s Red List. The threatened species
in the updated list include elephants in the Southeast Asian island
of Borneo, which have been classified as end:
a critical indicator of the health of the world's biodiversity, now
includes 1.63,040 species, an increase of about 6.000 from last year...

the International Union

langered. The Red List,

Bell Curves

= R Prasad

hey, I'm not a hunter,

just an embedded artist!

t,'Speak-
er’s First Action: A Resolution
Condemning Emergency of 1975"
(Jun27), thedecision of the NDA
government tore-eleet Om Birla
as Lok Sabha Speaker should
take thewind out of the Opposi-
tion'ssailsas Birla's first 5 years
werean adroit exercise in parti-
sanship, Their worstfears wou-
Id have come true when Birla
launched atiradeagainst the Em-
ergency declared 50 years ago,
echoingthe PM’s sentiments.
The very first day of thel5th Lok
Sabhaconveyed anominous por-
tent, and unless the Opposition
girds upitsloinsanddecides to
fight for itsrights, the treasury
benches would continuetohold
swaynotjust in the Lower House
but in the Upper House as well.

CVARAVIND
Bengaluru

ToCatchUp With
AI SteedUp

Rachana Baid &
V Shunmugam

pansion andneat name rules. The mo

duct menuof

inv

ETFsand inde

tion of ‘Riskometer” provided a standard- R(’ﬂtflm] Cartoons
ised tool for
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and financial goals Onthe one h:md tolerance. i revisions in the T pleasi-
s offera flect- i ”'FR]InZ{J’A)'rmvv wingivingwurﬁngerawst
reduced

iveway to gain expostire to a broad mar-
ket basket. On the other hand, thematic

to investors, makingmutual funds. a

qllletly d.emuﬂngcam(ms 1.n

s t0*Sadelle Up the New
aneu by TK Arun(Jun 26).
Whether the world needs it or
not, Aland itslatest generative
incarnation are going to be a way
of life for the people acrossthe
global economy and society
only caveat is that it should be,
and made to be,
egalitarian and
equitable, Glo-
bally concert-
edeffortsare
needed toma-
nageitsside
effects, be that
intermsof be-

nd ral
tors or trendslike ESG

ific sec-
sting. Sebi's
drati

» Simplified KYC process through

(Ial]y ritual, |tdlfemammoeL

nign ion or self regulati-
on. There'snodenying the fact

circular everification inthose thatalotof economic and lndl
onalisation of schemes, issued in Oct- new investors, re- reruns, erial
Asset management behemoth Black- ober 2017, ensured that MF products movingasignificant entry hurdle. The- from the gritt; inan ‘way, reining
Rock’sdeparturefrom the IndianMF  stayed frueto their name, se progressn gravitas andriding appropriately the Al
market in 2018 sent shock » Fintech game-cha andinvestorriendly  Printed cartoon strips are tan- bronco that has bolted.
gh thefinancial world. Operational in- by automat- in gible, toturnintoa

efficienciesand nascent market condi-

e investment advice, takingthe guess-

exit. Tl\edeualun was ahead scratcher
for many, considering India’s flourish-
ingeconomy and growing investor base.
In April 2024, however, BlackRock an-
nounced its return thi haJV with

orkout of thoseseokinga hands off
approach. Some platforms by marke in-
termediari

theMF indusry.
» Healthy AMCs The impactof these

puff of ethereal, scrollaway-
ablesmoke.

reforms is evident in

MFsdirectly from AMCs wi |tl|mn com-
‘mission fees, This techdrivenapproach

of AMCs. Driven by rising
AUM and streamlined operations, the
nei profitmargins of major AMCs have

Jio Financial Services. So, what trigger-
ed thischange of heart?

the journeyand
promotes cost effective investing, put-
hngmowmmwbﬁ(‘kmlﬂmwslnﬁ

improved. Thelatest net
|)mlitmargm of thefour listed AMCs,
ranging from 38% t063%, is way higher

ters'willsoon be gone, the Orange One explained patiently
to the rest of us: ‘One of the top people [in his campaign
team], he said, ‘Oh. you're going to make a speech? “Yeah."
Hegoes, elick, click, click,and like 15seconds later he shows
me my speech, written sobeautifully... Isaid, T'm goingto
use thissucker™
Don T’s speeches can only get more coherent, better-rea-

snned.,wuhwm-dshke 'Vlvekanand.a‘ spsltuut by ChatGPT
i forease of trippi: Which can
of JonT’s legi

The answer ina iftin
BlackRock's strategy but in the remark-
able transformation of the Indian MF
industry In(ll?mtvrwnmg vears. In2014,

kets.
Vi ulem have alsomade |I|vnllt\[-,d wam -

their US counterparts.
’I‘hr\!Fm(lmu ¥ >jvmﬂ1dbl]li\ un-
sit

the indusf
(AUM) stood ata modest 010 tn. Today, it
s %58.91 tn, reflectinga sixfold increase.
Thisdramatic rise can beattributed toa
confluenceof factors:

P Digital revolution has democratis-
ed investing, makingit moreaccessible.
‘The rise of user-friendly platforms, such
asPaytm Money, Groww and Zerodha,

Al aeaistad igent (but not e o
telligent) challenger to Uncle Joe; or; they won't, missing
theirbossman's sighature brimstone and bombast. Unless,
of course, Don T's prompt is: ‘Write a ign speech in

'vbarriers by simplify
inginvestment processasand offering
infuitive interfaces. This digital revolu-
lmn h.sx prsnd:d the investor baseand
financialliteracy

the styleof Donald Trump.” Thatwnynnone']lkuuw thediff
andthe Don can sti withhi:

o mu;:h educational resourcesand in-
dependent information on performance

May the ChattiestGPT win tomorrow’s debate.
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ketwhere investorsand AMCsflourish.
BlackRock'sreturn islikely driven by
another factor beyond the market grow-

leverage your day —witha
smile, even an audib-
le‘Hah!" They captu
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Law, Fundsto
Destress Water

“Water Stress

whﬂherthmugh

Pouring Into Economic Stress’
(Jun 27), there is an urgent need
tospecify waler conservation and
rainwater harvesting asa res-
ponsibility of municipalities,

toons that tell stories that have
nothingtodo with news. They
make us dive fora few secon:

v
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® SELF-RELIANCE AMBITION

President Droupadi Murmu

The government is giving equal priority to all
three arms: manufacturing, services, and
agriculture. India is becoming Atmanirbhar in
every field at a rapid pace

Foxconn's labour pangs

Allegations of discriminatory hiring practices must be
probed fairly and quickly as the charges are serious

TATIME of heightened US-China rivalries and de-risking of sup-

ply chains from the mainland, the growing scale of Apple’s local

iPhone production s definitely good news.Indiamust stepupits

efforts to capitalise on this process and also ensure that the US
techgiant’s preferred contract suppliers —whichinclude the Taiwanese Fox-
connand the Tata Group — adhere to its highest supply chain standards in
hiringand practices in theworkplace.Acase in point isan investigative story
by Reuters that Foxconn’s iPhone ly facility in Sriperumbudur, in
Tamil Nadu, prefers not to hire married women. As the laws of the land do
not bar firms from discriminatory hiring on the basis of marital status, this
merits closerattention.

Onits part, Foxconn has reportedly informed the government that the
allegations are incorrect and may have been made by vested interests. It
hasalsostated that 25% of its new hires are married women.According to
a PTIreport, the company has also informed that the discussion around
married women being discriminated against for wearing metals (orna-
ments and jewellery) is “entirely slanted” and wearing metal in such fac-
tories is a safety issue. Foxconn has also said that the Sriperumbudur fac-
tory currently has about 70% women. In view of Foxconn’s issi

CONOMISTS ARE STRUG-
GLING to reconcile their
upbeat views on the US econ-
omywith theangstofaverage
Americans.Thekeymeasures
of economic performance — growth,
unemployment, and inflation — are
almost perfect, putting the United States
inan enviably strong position. But ahead
of November’s presidential election, vot-
ers continue to cite the economyas a top
issue. The main problem:inflation.

How can this be? To the exasperation
of most economists, all this hand-
wringing seems terribly misplaced. The
Covid-19 shock to US prices from the
spring of 2021 to late 2023 has sub-

Ily. Yes,we are still wait-

itwould obviouslybe unfairto pronounce the company guiltywithout ade-
quate evidence. So the matter must be probed thoroughly as the report
quotes several women as well as other stakeholders about discriminatory
labour practices of the company. Thus, the Union labour ministry’s decision
toask foradetailed report from the Tamil Nadu government isawelcome
signal. The matter must be fast-tracked.

Theway forward obviously is for Foxconn to hire all women regardless of
theirmarital status. With wages of $200amonth, it is definitelya“ticket out
of extreme poverty”forallwomen as they head to the towns and cities from
villages to seek better employment opportunities. While there is a critical
need forreplicating thelocal iPhone ecosystem to facilitate Apple’s growing
level of ambition, it is necessary that workplace practices of its contractors
alsomeetitshighest supply chain standards.Foxconn hasbig plans to deepen
its presence in India and is being aggressively wooed by several state gov-
ernments like Karnataka and Telangana. Their temptation is to race to the
bottom byenactingamendmentstolabourlaws that extend working hours.

InFebruary 2023, the Karnatakalegislature passedanamendment tothe
Factories Act of 1948 to allow industries to extend working hours up to 12
hours a day while keeping the maximum weekly work hours at 48 hours.
While this suits Apple’s preferred contractors, one of them, Wistron, which
hasbeen taken overbytheTata Gruup,had abltterexpenencewtth localwork
culture four agowithworkersviolently protest paid wages
and arduous hours.Three years ago, Foxconn also faced protests against the
conditionsinits dormitoryfacilityin Sriperumbudurwhen 250 womenwere
treated forfood poisoning. The upshot is that Apple must ensure that its con-
tractorsadhere strictly to its highest supply chain standards instead of run-
ningsweatshops.Inits 2024 supply chainreport,Applestates that since 2009
ithasremoved 25 manufacturing supplierfacilitiesand 231 material proces-
sors for failuretomeet i dards.Discriminatic marriedwomen
in Sriperumbudur, if true, fails to meet such standards.

Beyonce and blue jeans
weren't enough for Levi's

'WALLSTREET MISTOOK a fashion trend fora turnaround.

Shares in Levi Strauss & Co.fellas much as 16% in pre-market trading after
second-quarter sales missed expectations. Although revenue in the three
months to May 26 came in at $1.44 billion — only just below the $1.45 billion
average of analysts’estimates — the performance should have been better given
that denim is one of the hottest looks around right now. Let’s not forget that
shout-out from Beyonce in March, prompting the company to change its Insta-
gram name to“Levii’s”. That’s the kind of publicity that otherapparel companies
can only dream of.

Denim is having a moment, with wide-legged styles in the ascendance. And
Michelle Gass, the former Kohls Corp. chief executive officerwho took the helm at
Levi’s at the start of this year, is certainly taking advantage of the swing from
slouchy leisurewear to so-called “hard pants”.

Straight,loose,and wide-legged styles nowaccount for more than 50% of bot-
tom-half apparel at Levi’s,and sales rose 21% in the second quarter. Demand for
women’s clothingwas particularly strong,with sales up 22% through Levi’s stores
and its own website.It’s now America’s biggest seller of women’s jeans.

Gass’ strategy of selling more denim clothing that isn’t jeans, such as tops,
dresses, and skirts — what she dubs the “head-to-toe denim lifestyle” — is con-
tributing to thi: Productsbeyond p: “sellinglike crazy”, Gass told
analysts on Wednesday. Sales of western-style shirts rose 40%, with denim skirts
and dresses up bya triple-digit percentage. This has helped the company to avoid
markdowns, contributing to a record gross margin of 60.5%

Yet this looks at odds with the slight second-quarter sales miss, as well as the
company’s forecast for full-year revenue to be up only between 1% and 3%. Of
course, Gass might be hoping to under-promise and over-deliver. After all, some
consumers remain cautious in the US and Europe, while China’s post-reopening
recovery has stalled. But there are other risks that Levi’s
must manage.

Firstofall,the companywants tosell more of its prod-
ucts through its own website and stores. This should be
more profitable as there’s more control overwhat to put
onsale rather than at, say,a department store.

But this strategy also has pitfalls. Not only does
online delivery incur costs, but Nike Inc. has demon-
strated that selling less through third-party stores can
give oxygen to rivals. Given that everyone from Asso-
ciated British Foods PIc’s Primark to premium players
like Paige are doubling down on the category, Levi’s
must avoid ceding sales.

It’s also trying to move into non-denim categories,
suchas T-shirts,which consumers tend to buy more often. Sofar, this is paying off.
But it does pit the company against brands already well-known for these prod-
ucts,as well as cheaper rivals.

Meanwhile, Gass is overhauling the business, cutting costs,and moving from
alogistics network that it wholly owns and operates to one that includes other
providers.For the remainder of the year, this will mean that it bears the cost of run-
ningboth types of facility. There is alsoa danger of supply-chain snatl-ups during
any such transition.

Luckily for Gass, denim trends move at a glacial pace. Skinny fits ruled for
roughlyadecade,from about 2005 t02015.So the current fashion forbiggerjeans
should have more room to

Denim is contmumg to se]l well, although it’s performing better in women’s
apparel than men’s,according toretail EDITED.Wide-legged
and bootcut styles are the most in demand, it said.

But Gass and Levi’s mvestors must be on watch for signs that we are at peak
denim.Whetherthe the fall will be telling. After the shares
almost doubled from September through to early June, they won’t want to be
caught out wearing the wrong pants.

Bloomberg

ing foran all-clear sign that inflation is
settling back down to the 29 target
that the US Federal Reserve judges tobe
consistentwith pricestability. But there
canbeno asignificant reduc-

ELECTION PLANK
ELEVATED PRICES & LOWER INFLATION SHAPING UP CORE DEBATE BEFORE US PRESIDENTIAL POLL

The defining economic issue

STEPHEN S ROACH

1
.?\l

Faculty member, Yale University, and
former chairman, Morgan Stanley Asia

short period However inflation remains

account for 63% of the typical US con-

morethan doublethe 1.
overthe sevenyears priorto Covidandis
significantly above the Fed’s 206 target,
asscenthrough thelens of aslightlydif-
ferent metric, the GDP-based personal

umer’s basket of es.They
dled i forgoodrea-

for any economy — is the only way to
push down the overall price level.

The juxtaposition between elevated
price levels and sharply lower inflation
is shaping up to be the defining eco-
nomic problem of the upcoming US
presldenual election. In normal txmes,

featureadeb
which candidate has the best solution.
Unfortunately, these are not normal
times. The current state of US politics
means that more attention will be paid
to fault. Ever since former

son: families can’t live without them.
A back-of-the-envelope estimate
suggests that, as of May, the aggregate

ures priceindex.
But this near-complete recovery
from the inflation shock of 2021-23
contrasts sharplywith thetill-elevated
price level. Therein lies the political
problem for Biden: As the chart shows,
recentdisinflation, the

tion in inflation risks.

Of course, there is an important
catch: Even ifinflation were to return to
the promised land of price stability —
although not as quicklyas the optimists
of the “transitory camp” initially
expected — there s still a serious politi-
cal problem with that result. Namely,
prices are too high — and will likely
remain elevated for manyyears to come.

By using theword “prices” instead of
inflation,1am not splitting hairs. Infla-
tion depicts changes in aggregate prices,
which is very different from the level of
the price index. That distinction bears
critically on the political debate ahead of
the election: President Joe Biden’s team
isfocused on the inflation rate while the
American public is more concerned
about the price level.

There is little debate over the
progress on inflation. After surging toa
post-pandemic high of 9.1% in June
2022, the overall inflation rate as mea-
sured by the consumer price index (CPI)
hassi toa3.
the past 11 months — an extraordinary
reduction, or “disinflation”, over such a

headline CPI in May was still fully 20%
aboveitslevel in January 2021,when he
took office.

Since January 2021, price levels
remain especially elevated for energy
(41%), transportation (40%), shelter
(229%),and food (21%), which together

TWO FACES OF INFLATION
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price level, dbyheadline CPLis
fully 15 percentage points higher than
itwould have been had the CPI main-
tained its 1.5% pre-Covid trajectory.No
wonder Americans are so pessimistic
about the economy. The big jump in
prices, especially for basic necessities,
overwhelmingly outweighs the drop in
the inflation rate. And even if inflation
were tofall further,as expected, the price
levelwould remain uncomfortably high
and continue to rise, albeit at a slower
rate. A sustained period of outright
deflation — a dangerous development

OB NG E G o N ® O

=T
Jan 2023 May 2024

President George HW Bush famously
mocked the “vision thing” ahead of the
1988 presidential election, a myopic
American public has placed much
greaterweight on the blame game.

Biden has offered avision forsolving
this thorny problem, featuring, most
notably, the Inflation Reduction Actand
a strategy for de-bottlenecking supply
chains. The presumptive Republican
nominee, former President Donald
Trump, would likely take a different
approach,especially given his penchant
for even higher tariffs, increased trade
conflict,and aweakerdollar,all of which
could stoke inflation.

But as the more likely blame game
erupts, Trump will undoubtedly hold
Biden responsible for the excessive rise
in the aggregate price level since Janu-
ary 2021. Of course, Biden could turn
around and blame the pandemic price
shock — and, for that matter, America’s
botched Covid response — on Trump.

‘Will the candidates take the high road
of vision,or the lowroad of blame?Which
onewill make the more compelling case?
I'wish I could be more optimistic, but
there seems to be little chance of a civil
debate over common-sense economics.
Myadvice is to hope for the high road but
to be prepared for the low road, while
simultaneously recognising the impor-
tant distinction between the level and
the rate of change in prices.
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Data protection board: A way forward

-

KAMESH SHEKAR

Senior programme manager, privacy, data
governance and Al The Dialogue

It is essential for the upcoming Digital Personal Data
Protection rules to be guided by best practices
followed globally and by other Indian regulators

THE FORMATION OF the Data Protec-
tion Board (DPB), a pivotal adjudicatory
body under the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, will be the
cornerstone of India’s data governance
efforts. The DPB will be essential in
determining relationships with other
sectoral regulators such as the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and the Telecom Reg-
ulatory Authority of India while adjudi-
cation of matters. Nevertheless, estab-
lishing a DPB is essential for setting a
precedence on matters related to India’s
data protection to secure informational
privacy of individuals. As forthcoming
Digital Personal Data Protection Protec-
tion rules will delineate the procedure
forappointing members and the chair-
person of the DPB, it is essential for the
rules to be guided by the best practices
followed internationally and by other
Indian regulators in order to ensure an
effective board is established.

Constitution of selection
committee

The selection committee should
compriseacombination of thejudiciary,
executive, and legislative panels to
ensure a balanced and effective consti-
tution of the DPB. Besides, havinga com-
bination of the three organs of the gov-
ernment would aid in accounting for
different perspectives. For instance, as
the DPB will be an adjudicatory body,

havinga judiciary in the selection com-
mittee could help find anindividual who
could interpret and apply the law
depending on the specificities of indi-
vidual cases. Similarly, havinglegislative
members as pan of the selection com-

Composition of the board

While the DPDPAct, 2023, discusses
the qualification of the members and
chairperson, the board must be
expanded significantly to include full-
time as well as part-time members like

tothe
process of selectmg members and a
chairperson.

Therefore, it is essen-

other inIndia to carry out its
functions.The full-time members must
bring in diversity in terms of represen-

we propose that the rules provide a
tiered structural design for enforcing
data protection and privacy. The pro-
posed tiered approach is a combination
of models followed by jurisdictions such
as Brazil, Japan, South Africa, and other
Indian regulators.A tiered model would
clarify structuring the DPB using a bot-
tom-up. approach where tasks and

tation, i pertise

ies are mapped and par-

tial to have a r
tion of retlred/slttmg
Supreme Court judges,
practising lawyers, etc.
Secondly, it should
include the opposition

Atiered model
would clarify
structuring the DPB
using a bottom-up

on law, , cyber-
security expertise, indus-
try,legal enforcement,and
on economic, cultural,and
sociological issues. Provi-
sion for having part-time

partyleader (similarto the approach where members will allow the

Rightto InformationAct), DPB to engage with a
t H tasks and .

chairperson of the Parlia- s an diverse range of expertson

mentary Standing Com- ~ responsibilities are 3 gport term depen

mittee on Information mapped and dingon the needs. Vari-

Technology, other rele- pg
vant standing committee
chairpersons, and mem-
bers elected from both lower and upper
houses of Parliament (similar to the
structure followed in France). Thirdly,
cabinet secretary, secretaries of Min-
istry of Electronics and Information
Technology, and department of legal
affairs, etc. (similar to the Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019); and finally, aca-
demic, civil society members, business
representatives, and industry experts
nominated by the President of India.

THE EDITOR

Caution advisable

Apropos of "Wake-up calls for MFs"
(FE, June 27), in a capitalist economy
the smell of money attracts financial
crooks like blood attracts sharks.
There are far more cases of front-
running in the nation than are found
out. Every retail investor needs to be
careful about his or her money for
there are numerous predators waiting
to fleece. Usually, it is the greed to
make money that draws most people

to the stock markets. This greed is
exploited by smart operators to trap
them. The Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s investigators are a
new breed of tech-savvy financial
experts. But the problem is too huge
and evidence to arrest and jail is hard
tofind. Itis up to the investing public
to vet the funds and their managers. A
little more caution will go a long way
in keeping the crooks from getting
their hands on retail investors' money.
—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra

lly calibrated
——

ousijurisdictions, including
Japanand South Africa, fol-
Tow the provision for part-
time members. The qualifications of
part-time members must be kept broad
sothat the board can extract much from
this and include retired parliamentari-
ans, business representatives, industry
experts, researchers, and civil society
members.

Appointment of officers and
employees of DPB
To enthance the capacity of the DPB,

Capital gains tax reform

"Decoding capital gains tax regime"
(FE, June 27) elaborated Income Tax
Act provisions on capital gains with all
its intricacies. The upcoming Budget
should consider capital gains tax
reforms beyond tax rates and holding
periods. The top priority for the
government is manufacturing, which
is the biggest source of revenue and
Jjob creation, and the highest
contributor to GDP. The private sector

tially
Similar to Brazil's National Councilfor
Personal Data Protectionand Privacy, the
DPB must have an advisory expert coun-
cil as part of the tiered structure. This
aid thy
and the board in delivering their respon-
sibilities. Like the Centre for Advanced
Financial Researchand Learning,aninde-
pendent research institution promoted
by the RBI, the DPB too should have a
research wing that aids the advisory
expert council withits functions. The DPB
‘mustalsohavesufficient permanentand
temporary office staff to assist functions
of the proposed tiered model. To have a
qualified staff,the DPB can borrowlearn-
ings from the Italian style of competitive
public examination to fill positions,
where it can also adopt a civil servant
recruitment model. Moreover, there
should be a consumer dispute redress
toftheti uc wher
individuals can raise their complaints
unresolved by data fiduciaries.

needs investment in industrial land,
building, plant and machinery. So,
provisions should allow deduction of
investment in commercial and
industrial assets from the sale
proceeds and capital gains from any
source and assets to facilitate
monetisation of disposable assets,
thereby reducing borrowing load on
banks and financial institutions.
—Vinod Johri, New Delhi

@Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com

Regd. No: DL-21048/03-05. R.N.I. No.26750/74. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Ltd and printed at The Indian Express (P) Ltd Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and published at The Indian Express (P) Ltd, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. (Cover price: Patna: Mon-Fri 212, Sat & Sun 212; Raipur: Mon-Fri 212, Sat & Sun 212) Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editor (Delhi) Shobhana Subramanian® (*Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act) @Copyright: The
Indian Express (P) Ltd All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Financial Express®

financialexp.epaprin

New Delhi



14

NEW DELHI
FRIDAY
JUNE 28,2024

OPINION

gmdanan Times

STABLISHED IN 1924 —————————

{ OUR TAKE }

Challenge and
an opportunity

Rahul Gandhi could use his elevation as
Leader of Opposition to hold the government
accountable, offer constructive criticism

e Lok Sabha will have a Leader of Opposition
(LoP) for the first time in 10 years in Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi. For Gandhi, who has established
himselfas a mass leader with his two Bharat
Jodo Yatras and the revival of the Congress in the recent
general elections, this will be a test of his abilities both as
a politician and parliamentarian.

The LoP isa statutory office, under the Salary and
Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act,
1977, with the rank and perks of a Cabinet minister.
AsLoP, Gandhiwill be the chairman of the crucial
Public Accounts Committee, which examines various
CAG reports that audit government schemes, and bea
‘member along with the Prime Minister and the Chief
Justice of India in panels that select the heads of various
central agencies and institutions such as the Chief
Election Commissioner and Election Commission
‘members and the Central Bureau of Investigation.

The PM and the LoP will need to keep a channel of
communication open, and the former is expected to
‘briefthe latter on government policies in the best
traditions of parliamentary practice. In the last two
terms, the government, which enjoyed an
overwhelming majority in Parliament, showed no
inclination toaccommodate the views of the Opposition.
It will not be easy to ignore a 236 MPs-strong Opposition.

The office of LoP will be both a challenge and an
opportunity for Gandhi. First, Gandhi, though a five-term
MP, isyet tomake his presence felt as a forceful speaker
in the House. In the Westminster tradition, the model for
the Indian parliamentary system, the LoP is considered
the PM-in-waiting. The office expects itsincumbent to be
the counterpoise to the government and hold it
accountable on behalf of the House. The easy option is to
oppose every action of the government, buta more
productive path would be for the LoPtoengage in
constructive criticism of the executive by offering
alternative policies and programmes, This can help to
raise the quality of debates in Parliament as well as force
the executive toimprove governance. Second, the LoPis
not just the leader of the largest Opposition party; Gandhi
‘will represent the entire Opposition. Thiscan be an
onerous task since the Opposition is not a cohesive unit
and the Congress does not have the numbers to impose
its will on allies. Gandhi's abilities as a leader will be
tested though, of course, he can seek help from seasoned
politicians in his party and the INDIA bloc to help him.

The LoP has to be the voice of the restive Opposition
and hold it together in Parliament, and he needsto do
that without compromising the dignity and decorum of
the House. Though it offers no real powers, astute
conduct in office can help burnish his credentials.

New T20 powerhouse
rises in world cricket

fghanistan’s dream run in the T20 World Cup
Ais over. They lost a one-sided match on an

undercooked pitch to South Africa in the semi-
final on Thursday, but every cricket fan knows that
this was not a true reflection of their class.
The Rashid Khan-led team have made rapid strides
in every format but T20 is the one where they truly
shine, Much of this is down to their players
participating in T20 club leagues around the world
and gathering the experience needed to excel against
top-tier teams.

The problem for most Associate nations is that the
top teams rarely play them. Afghanistan, who have
since gained Test status, are no different. Australia
and New Zealand have played just two T20Is against
them, England and South Africa have played three,
India have played nine by comparison, a simple
statistic that tells the story of the bond that the two
teams continue to share. India hosted the first-ever
Test match of the Afghanistan cricket team in June
2018 and also designated two cricket fields in the
country for the Afghans, helping them take their first
steps in the game. The success now will push them
even further, but the beginning was crucial.

Just after the team made the semi-final, the Afghan
government expressed appreciation to the Indian
government for supporting their cricket team.

On a different note, this is a reaffirmation of Indian
cricket’s potential as a soft power, which could be
used more judiciously to improve Indian diplomacy
in the neighbourhood. Cricket can help build
favourable constituencies within civil society.

{ BEYOND THE BYTE }
Rajdeep Sardesai

Reading continuity
in fractured verdict

In the third term, the
NDA government will
have to engage with
multiple governance
challenges and an
energised Opposition
fan extraordinary Lok Sabha
verdict was meant to humble
the political leadership, it
appears to have had just the
opposite effect. The Modi gov-
ernment is acting as if it has

actually achieved its “char sau paar”
or 400 seats objective and the Con-

prosecution given under an anti-ter-
ror law. Bulldozers continue to
demolish homes. And cow vigilantes
have resurfaced in Chha rh:
Three cattle traders were brutally
killed earlier this month.

Nor should one be surprised at the
utter disregard for the mandate. An
integral part of the Narendra Modi
power playbook is never toreveal any
traceof political vulnerability, at least
not in public, In 23 years of uninter-
rupted stints in power, both in Gan-
dhinagarand Delhi, not once has the
Prime Minister (PM) acknowledged
weaknesses or errors of judgment.
Which might explain why despite the
diminished mandate of June 4, Modi

ment. Pradhan was the educalmn

Inthe lastseven

minister in the previous
ment as well. So he can't even act as if
this is all a novel experience for him.
The fact is the paper leak mess is a
classic case of chickens having come
home to roost. In the last seven years,
more than 70 national and state-level
papers have been leaked as the
authorities struggle to cope with the
menace. For the minister to initially
be in denial mode, even blame pro-
testing students, and then dismiss it
asan aberration is to live in a parallel
make-believe universe. Pradhan
would have probably preferred being
Odisha’s first Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) CM but for now, he must bear

gressisas if it has crossed the major-
ity mark. The result is a renewal of
hostilities at a time when Indian poli-
tics desperately needs a breather from
hyper-polarised politics. The entirely
avoidable confrontation over the Lok
Sabha Speaker’s election is only the
latest example of a lack of conciliation
anrl consensus-building.

giving the

that nothing has materially changed.
Witha similar-looking Cabinet and a
series of well-choreographed events
at home and abroad, Modi isn't in any
mood to let up in his third term, even
ifhe now heads a coalition arrange-
‘ment. Instead, stabili continu-
ity is the buzzword. But is it really

L or is this a great pre-

orr
De]ln chief minister (CM) Arvind Kej-
riwal is still being hounded by law
enforcement agencies. Just hours
before his bail petition in an Enforce-
‘ment Directorate case was to come up
before the Supreme Court, CBI moved
in to re-arrest him. A 14-year-old case
against novelist Arundhati Roy has
been revived and sanctioned for her

tence of invineibility? Is the ruling
arrangement still trapped in hubris
rather than realism?

the NEET-UG and UGC-NET
exam issues that have brought scores
of affected students to thestreet. Typi-
cally, Modi hasn't said a word leaving
it to education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan to front up for the govern-

the cross of an system in
decp crisis.

much-needed political outreach that

could provide a healing touch?
Turn to an area where the Modi
government prides itself: Railway
infrastructure. The most recent rail
accident — a collision between the
Kanchenjunga Express and a goods
train — once again revealed gaps in
the rail safety system. The much
anticipated “kavach”, the anti-colli-
sion system, still covers only a frac-
tion of this country’s vast rail net-
work, Like the education minister,
railway minister Ashwani Vaishnaw
is also a symbol of continuity in gov-
ernance, with the ministry of infor-
ing added to his

agovern-
ment in denial. For 13 months now,
Manipur has been caught in a eycle of
violence, Rather than face up to the
challenge of peace-making, the PM
has chosen not to get involved, not
making a single trip to the troubled
state during this period. Even during
a long election campaign when he
held dozens of media interactions, not
once did he address the Manipur situ-
ation. Instead, it has been left to home
‘minister Amit Shah to try and restore
the authority of the Indian State and
end the blood-letting, Shah has held a
series of high-level security review
meetings on Manipur but where is the

existing portfolies of railways and
information technology. Ironically, on
the day of the tragic accident, the mul-
ti-tasking minister was also given the
added responsibility of being co-in-
charge for the crucial Maharashtra
elections. Shouldn’t the country have
a full-time railway minister? And if
credit-taking accompanies the flag-
ging off of every new Vande Bharat
Express, who takes responsibility
when things don't go as planned?

and party remain blurred, where
opaque decision-making leaves little
space for accountability. This is where
the business-as-usual approach may
be subject to diminishing returns. A
brute majority allowed the Modi gov-
ernment to proceed with unilateral
action, to treat the Opposition with
disdain and brand any criticism as
“anti-national”. But the 2024 general
elections have shown that narrative
setting is no longer a Modi monopoly:
A revitalised Opposition also has an
effective voice and can even set the
agenda at times. A putative autocrat
may not change his spots butsconer
or later, fantasy does catch up with
reality. After more than a decade in
power, living in denial is no longer a
wise option.
ipt: This weekend, the PM
hi munth!_v Mann ki Baat
radio address. It is, perhaps, his way
of showing he isn't changing his com-
munication style either. Well maybe
then PM Modi could address some of
the troubling questions raised in this
column in his Mann ki Baat, howso-
ever inconvenient they may appear?

Truth is, a deeper
cit stares at a regime which is tightly
controlled by a handful of people,
where lines between the

Rajdeep Sardesui is senior
Journalist and aisthor.
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Building on gains in the
foreign policy domain

‘0w that the new Lok Sabha has con-
vened, here is a catalogue of foreign
policy issues that call for priority
attention from the Prime Minister
(PM)and the external affairs minister.
Relations with the US will continue to be
the most salient for India. And yet, extraneous
issues keep cropping upacting as a brake in
the otherwise vital partnership. Itis time both
sides recalibrated what they rightly call the
most consequential relationship of the 2lst
century. More fundamentally, it will require
re-imagining ties between the two countries
leading to a fresh bargain. This could, inter
alia, involve India significantly upgrading its
defence and security ties with the US, in
exchange for the latter's substantial
commitment to advancing India’s
strategic interests in its neighbour-
hood and the Indo-Pacific. It was
appropriate that the US national
security adviser Jake Sullivan was
one of the first foreign visitors to
Delhi afier the elections, for advanc-
ing thebilateral Initiative on Critical

Mohan
Kumar

There are also signs of hardening of position
from both sides as evidenced by the visit of the
US delegation to Dharamsala and our PM
receiving that delegation later. One will have
towaitand watch.

The European Union has just concluded
elections and the United Kingdom (UK} will
soon have one of its own. Having embarked
on ambitious Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
with the UK and the EU, the new government
must devoteresources and muster the politi-
cal will necessary to conclude these expedi-
tiously. The first 12 months of the new Modi
‘government are crucial in this regard not just
for the FTAs, but also carry out the more diffi-
cult economic reforms regarding land. labour
and agriculture. A good blueprint for
trade policy reform may also be
found in the recent remarks made by
the CEO of NITI Aayog at the annual
summit of the CII in May. How the
government will carry out difficult
reforms in a coalition format will be
closely watched by both domestic
and foreign investors.

and Emerging jies. Discus-

sions on the joint manufacture of jet

engines and armoured infantry combat vehi-
cles are also making progress. All these are
steps in the right direction. Making the
Indo-US strategic partnership the fulcrum of
an emerging order in Asia and the Indo-Pa-
cific should be the goal.

There is widespread consensus that China
constitutes the main strategic threat to India.
Confronting this threat will require a two-
pronged strategy on India’s part. The first is
external balancing in the form of Quad, ties
with the US, joint exercises in the Indian
Ocean with countries like France and links
with Japan, which are all extremely impor-
tant and must be intensified. More recent
steps to develop a serious defence relation-
ship with the Philippines and Vietnam must
also be pursued more vigorously. India has
also quietly become a full-fledged member of
the Combined Maritime Forces (based in Bah-
rain) which maintains the international rules-
based order on the high seas. The bottomline
is that India cannot afford to lose its side of
the Himalayas to China. Equally, it cannot
afford tolose the Indian Ocean to China. This
then is the twin security challenge that con-
fronts India.

The second part of this hedging strategy is
o k\:::p the strategic dilaogue with China
going, [deally, there ought to be a tete-a-tete

The of

with both Saudi Arabia and the UAE

‘must be maintained and strengthened further.
The war in Gaza is distinctly unfortunate from
India’s perspective. Apart from human suffer-
ing, it puts strategic connectivity projects such
as the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor i bo. Nevertheless, India must
relentlessly push for it. It is understood that
this was discussed during the visit of Sullivan.
India has dealt with Russia fairly; in doing

DROUPADI MURMU

are making efforts to en:

re that

our Constitution becomes a pa
of public consciousness

Why sentencing norms
need to be streamlined

Sunita Deviv. Stateof Bihar requested the

ast month, the Supreme Court (SC) in
I Uninn government © constitute a sen-

d

at the workplace which formed the basis of a
specificlegislation. In Arnesh Kumar v. Stateof

Bihar (2014), guideli arrest

on the feasibility of

sive somenar\gpolicywmm six months, The
court observed that disparity in sentencing
arisesdue tothe absence of a clear policy or leg-

Recently, in Manojv. Stateof Mad-
hya Pradesh (2022), the Court mandated that
courts must have sufficient material on the
accused bcfnm\ssumgsdmlhscnm‘mr

need for consi fairne

up with ing policy,

inthe Indian
criminal justice system.

The stage of sentencing is the most public
smge ul'n criminal trial. Many factors which do
not pl

approach, examining past sentencing trends,
and identifying patterns of inconsistency. Sen-
i India

hnh:y S Corvicic or acquittal, come mr.o the

status and gender of the

accused, background of the fudges ndqualy
of legal They

pic Durin;

this, it has had to walk tightrope.
In the meantime, some North Atlantic Treaty

ization (NATO) countries are upping the
ante and itching for a fight. India will need to
have a frank conversation with its friends in
the West, if only to convey to them in clear
terms that the hitherto proxy war in Ukraine
must not be allowed to become an all-out war
between NATO and Russia. India’s awkward

niencing e

| l factors,
nificant discretion to judges. This dis-
cretion can lead to personal biases and
stereotypical assumptions. Thus, it
accords judges with a lot of discretion
and leads to inconsistency in the sen-

participation in the recently held Ukraine
peace conference in Switzerland led to its
eventual disassociation from the final declara-
tion. It is, however, noteworthy that the final
declaration called for dialogue between the
parties, something India has been urging.

dnven by knee-jerk reactions ln mm]larcases
with harsher sentences imposed under public
outcry and media pressure. Some-
times, harsher punishments are incen-
tivised. The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment introduced a scheme wherein
incentives were given to prosecutors

Yetanother for thenet
government is how to revamp the erstwhile
neighbourhood first policy. Three things sug-
gest themselves. One, India’s redlines must be
conveyed to its neighbours letting them know
that there will be consequences if they are

between our PM and Chinese Xi
Jinping, Butthat may have to wait since PM is
not going for the SCO meeting in Astana.

crossed. One gets the that this has
beendone successfully in the case of Pakistan,
but not necessarily with other neighbours.
Two, India must be theone to take initiatives

tencing process. A structuredapproach for securing the death penalty which
i dispariti Eesha was later withdrawn only after the

enhance transparency, and foster pub- Shrotri intervention of the SC. A principled
licconfidencein the judiciary. TOUYa  sentencing policy should addressall
The SCsdirective reflects a proact: ing guidelines
ive approach to addressing systemic in the US establish sentencing ranges
issues within the judiciary. This move based on the offence, clearly enumer-
also aligns with global best practices, ated mitigating and ageravating fac-
ies, including the United tors, and the offender’s criminal his-
Slamsandxhe United Kingdom, have tory. Judges are allowed to depart
established sentencing commissions to from these factors, but only on fulfil-
guide their judicial systems, However, Shantanu ingcertain other criteria. Such depar-
this is not the first time that such an ture is subject to appellate review.

attempt has been made in lndm The
SC and the Law C i have

Pachauri

Such an approachlimits the diseretion
i judgesb takeit

made similar recommendations ear-
lier. The Malimath Commitiee, in its 2003 report,
needfor

for greater cconomic
ing regional connectivity, and improving the
implementation of investment projects. Last,
evoking respect is the necessary first step to
eliciting a neighbour’s trust, not the other way
around. A strong and prosperous India is
bound to evoke respect.

Finally, a proactive foreign policy involves
taking calculated risks. Given the record of
coalition governments in India, there is no
reason to believe the present government will
in any way be constrained in the realm of for-
eign policy.

‘Miinn Kumar is a former Indian Ambassador to

in Asia
and [ndo- Pmﬁcshmlld Imlimyml P

i atOF Jindal
Global University. The views expressed are personal

poli judi-
cial decisions. However, these efforts have not
yieldedany significantresull

away altogether,

‘The case which prompted the apex court to
issue the directive on the sentencing policy
(Sunita Devi), involved a matter in which a
POCSO court awarded the death penalty within
l.!:m:days,aﬂcr completing the entire rial in a

is laudable,
amureeﬂecﬂveapproadl ‘may be I'nrtheCmm

fulinwed Iydueamm Alwerysvagp ul'the trial,

judiciary passesses the requisite expertise and
an intimate understanding of the nuances of
sentencing. l[mncnsumn‘m[dmgmdclmam

to defend himself. Although speedy trials are
essential, it is important to note that this “speed™
is sometimes achieved by doling out harsher

both practical

ence. There are several notable instances whne
the Court has stepped in to create guidelines in
the absence of timely executive action. In DK
Basuv. State of West Bengal (1997), the Cwnse\

illegal pro-
cedures, violating the accused's rights under
Articles 14and 2l of the Constitution of India.

Eesha Shrotriya and Shantanu Pachauriare
i i Ce

therightsof
fater included in the Code of Cminal Proce.
dure. In Vishakhav. State of Rajasthan (1997), it

nare for
Criminal Justice Studics, School of Law, RV University.
Bengalurts. The views expressed are personal
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Water woes

ndia is facing a water crisis that could significantly

undermine its economic stability and growth pros-

pects, according to Moody’s Ratings. As the country
continues to experience rapid economic expansion, the
demand for water in agriculture, industry, and house-
holds has skyrocketed. Yet, the supply remains per-
ilously limited, a situation exacerbated by climate
change and increasingly frequent natural disasters. This
imbalance poses a profound threat to India's sovereign
credit strength and overall economic health, as high-
lighted by Moody’s. The severity of the water shortage is
underscored by alarming projections from the Ministry
of Water Resources, which estimates that India’s per
capita water availability will drop to 1,367 cubic metres
by 2031, down from 1,486 cubic metres in 2021. Given
that levels below 1,700 cubic metres indicate water
stress, and those below 1,000 cubic metres signify water
scarcity, the future looks troubling. The current sce-
nario, marked by a prolonged heat wave affecting major
cities like Delhi and Bengaluru, underscores the urgency
of addressing this crisis. Water is a critical input for
many sectors, particularly agriculture and industry. In
agriculture, reduced water availability can devastate
crop yields, leading to food shortages and rising prices.
This not only affects the livelihood of millions of farmers
but also fuels inflation, impacting the economy. In the
industrial sector, water-intensive industries such as coal
power generation and steel production face operational
disruptions, which can ripple through the economy,
affecting employment and industrial output. Moody's
notes that these disruptions can severely impact the
credit health of the sovereign and heavily water-depend-
ent sectors.

The social implications are equally dire. Water
scarcity can lead to social unrest as communities and
regions compete for limited resources. The rural-urban
divide could widen, with urban areas often prioritised
for water supply, leaving rural areas to suffer. This can
exacerbate existing socio-economic disparities and fuel
migration from rural to urban areas, adding further
strain to already overburdened urban infrastructures.
The threat to India's sovereign credit rating, as high-
lighted by Moody’s, is a reflection of these cascading
effects. Economic instability, driven by disruptions in
agriculture and industry, coupled with social unrest, can
lead to volatility in economic growth. This, in turn,
affects investor confidence and the country’s ability to
attract and sustain investment. A lower credit rating
would increase borrowing costs, making it more expen-
sive for the government to finance development projects
and social programmes. To mitigate these risks, India
must invest heavily in water management and conser-
vation. This includes modernising irrigation techniques
to reduce wastage, implementing rainwater harvesting
on a large scale, and investing in technologies for effi-
cient water use in industries. The sustainable finance
market offers a potential lifeline, providing avenues for
companies and state governments to raise funds for
water management projects. Moody’s suggests this
could involve issuing green bonds or tapping into inter-
national funds dedicated to climate resilience and sus-
tainable development.

Assange saga

he resolution of WikilL.eaks founder Julian Assange’s

long-standing legal battles with the US Justice

Department is a significant moment that invites
reflection on the delicate balance between national secu-
rity and freedom of the press. Mr Assange’s decision to
plead guilty to a felony charge in exchange for his free-
dom marks the end of a saga that has polarised public
opinion and raised critical questions about the bound-
aries of journalism and the responsibilities of those who
uncover and disseminate classified information. For over
a decade, Mr Assange has been at the centre of a global
controversy. His role as the founder of WikiLeaks, which
published a vast trove of classified documents, brought
him both acclaim and condemnation. On one hand,
many have hailed him as a champion of transparency,
revealing truths about government actions and military
operations that were hidden from the public. Notably,
WikiLeaks’ publication of the Apache helicopter attack
video in Baghdad, which killed several people, including
two journalists, shed light on the brutal realities of war
and spurred a global conversation on military conduct
and accountability. On the other hand, Mr Assange’s
detractors argue that his actions jeopardised national
security and put lives at risk. The US government has
long maintained that by encouraging and assisting in
the leak of classified documents, Mr Assange crossed the
line from journalism into criminal activity. The Espi-
onage Act charge to which he has pleaded guilty under-
scores the government's stance that his actions were not
protected by the principles of free speech and press, but
rather constituted a direct threat to the safety and secu-
rity of the nation.This case has forced the world to con-
front uncomfortable questions about the limits of press
freedom. While the role of the media in holding power to
account is undeniable, there is a fine line between
responsible journalism and the reckless exposure of sen-
sitive information. Mr Assange’s actions have highlighted
the need for a nuanced understanding of this distinc-
tion. The plea deal, which allows Mr Assange to avoid
further imprisonment and return to Australia, reflects a
pragmatic resolution to a deeply contentious issue. It
acknowledges the gravity of his actions while also recog-
nising the complex motivations behind his pursuit of
transparency. This outcome can be seen as a compro-
mise that seeks to uphold the rule of law without disre-
garding the broader context of Mr Assange’s work and
the impact it has had on public discourse.

Moving forward, it is crucial that we learn from this
episode. Governments must strive to maintain a balance
between safeguarding national security and respecting
the fundamental principles of free speech and press
freedom. Journalists and whistle-blowers, in turn, must
navigate their responsibilities with an acute awareness
of the potential consequences of their actions. The
Assange saga serves as a potent reminder of the chal-
lenges inherent in this dynamic and the importance of
on-going dialogue to navigate these complex issues.
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Failed Revolution~11

Had the panchayats functioned as apolitical bodies in accordance with the Constitutional
objectives and implemented the government's plans and programmes, the face of
rural India would have changed substantially. This has not happened. The mammoth
panchayat structure and inherent conflicts with the State and the district
administration have created more complications and bureaucracy than serving the
cause of the common villager. What was supposed to be a silent revolution to bring
about Gram Swaraj and decentralized democracy has lost its way
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he Constitution-pow-

ered new-look Panchay-

ati Raj was launched

with great fanfare to
achieve Mahatma Gandhi’s dre-
am of Gram Swaraj heralding a
silent revolution to transform
the face of rural India. The
broad objectives had been: (a)
to establish constitutional
democracy at the grassroot level
as the third tier of governance;
(b) to empower every adult citi-
zen of the village involving them
in direct election process; (c) to
empower women by reserving
one-third seats for them; (d) to
make the villages self-reliant; (e)
to deliver social justice and (f) to
establish social equality and
eliminate caste and communal
conflicts.

Apart from these broad ob-
jectives, the Panchayats were
also required to undertake spe-
cific tasks of economic develop-
ment and “are responsible for
managing local affairs, includ-
ing infrastructure development,
public health, sanitation, and
urban planning, minor irriga-
tions, fisheries, social forestry,
small scale industries, social
welfare, electricity, sports and
cultural affairs, poverty allevia-
tion, housing etc.”

Installation of the Panchay-
ati raj throughout India has
been revolutionary in many
ways. First, it laid the foundation
for a decentralized democracy.

Secondly, it empowered the
faceless village womenfolk to
participate and hold leadership
positions in the governance
structure. Thirdly, it was sup-
posed to deliver social justice.
Finally, it gave a roadmap to
make the villages self-reliant
and progressive.

To say that the achievement
of the Panchayati Raj has been
disappointing would be an un-
derstatement. The rural distress,
massive migration from rural
areas, decreasing rural income,
lack of quality education and
healthcare, lack of employment,
violence against women, caste
and communal tensions do in-
dicate that everything is not well
with Panchayati Raj and beg the
questions: where are the pan-
chayats and what are the pan-
chayats doing?

Where are the 31.5 lakh rep-
resentatives hiding? How many
panchayats have endeavored to
solve the basic problems of the

v Rl '7":. =B

villages ~ safe drinking water,
electricity, cooking gas, primary
education and health facilities,
agriculture, employment, coop-
eratives and marketing?

Had the panchayats been
fully functional and effective,
there would have been no com-
munal riots, rampant rapes and
murders in rural areas. An effec-
tive panchayat should be able to
deliver social justice, establish
social harmony and prevent
caste and communal conflicts.

Three decades have elapsed
since Panchayati

"If the village perishes, A é,
India will perish too. 'l‘ >
The soul of India lluus - -

in its villag
~Mahatma Gandhi

Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs); (d) Capacity Building
and Training Programmes; (e)
E- Governance Initiatives
including Audit online; (f)
Financial Devolution Scheme
and (g) SVAMITVA Scheme. The
Svamitva scheme has been a
unique plan for survey and
mapping of villages with impro-
vised technology and giving
property rights to the villagers.
The question arises: What has
been the net impact of these
grand programmes on the vil-
lage panchayats?

Raj was installed
with great hope.
Mahatma Gandhi
wanted Pa-
nchayati Raj to be
the basic frame-
work for the free
political order. Has
it moved in that
direction? The
experience so far
has not been uni-
form and has been
as diverse as the
diversity of the
country and all the
states cannot be
painted with the
same brush. Pan-
chayati Raj has been successful
to a limited extent in a few states
like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan. Kerala is the only
State where there has been con-
siderable devolution of powers
~ the district panchayats have
been given the responsibility of
managing district hospitals and
the schools and the panchayat
Samitis to manage the sub-divi-
sional hospital and schools.

Under pressure from NGOs,
financial accountability of the
panchayats could, to some ext-
ent, be established in Rajasthan
where the audited accounts are
required to be displayed on the
notice boards of the panchayat
office. Even in Rajasthan, in
many areas, women have to
travel five kilometers to fetch a
pitcher of drinking water!

The Ministry of Panchayati
Raj has from time to time for-
mulated grand schemes and
programmes to equip and rejuv-
enate the panchayats to achieve
the goals of Gram Swaraj.

Some of the ambitious
schemes have been: (a) Rash-
triya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
(RGSA); (b) Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDP); (c)

The writer is a
Comptroller & Au
of India and a for
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Except in a few
enlightened pan-
chayats in the
southern parts of
the country, the
impact has been
minimal.

How is it that
even after 30 years
of its existence,
thousands of vil-
lages are still with-
out potable drink-
ing water, house-
hold electricity,
cooking gas, basic
education, basic
healthcare, isolat-
ed and without the
benefits of economic developm-
ent? This does indicate utterly
lackadaisical development of
this great project in many States
of the country.

A plethora of reports on the
functioning of Panchayati Raj in
various States, emanating from
the offices of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India,
the statutory auditors and the
NGOs suggest that while there
has been some progress in cer-
tain States, in general, the ele-
phantine edifice of Panchayati
Raj (2.6 lakh panchayats with
31.5 lakh elected lawmakers) as
the foundation of decentralized
governance, is tottering, if not
collapsing. The reasons for the
stagnation or atrophy have been
too many; some of them are
mentioned below.

(@) The panchayats suffer
from perennial financial crunch.
There has been no satisfactory
devolution of powers from the
Central government and the
State Finance Commission.

(b) While decentralization
of powers has been the objec-
tive, the system has been mov-
ing in the opposite direction ~
all the plans, programmes, and
schemes have been Central mi-

forr-ner Dy.
ditor General
mer Ombuds-
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nistry-driven and are thrust on
the State governments and the
panchayats. There has been
debilitating over-centralization
of the system.

(c) One of the vital organs
of Panchayati Raj is supposed to
be the District Planning Com-
mittee (DPC) responsible for
decentralized planning for each
district. In most of the areas, the
DPC has not been constituted
and if constituted at all, they are
not functional.

(d) The 3-tier Panchayati Raj
(in practice it is 5-tier) is too com-
plicated and bureaucratic. Induc-
tion of government officials and
politicians at various levels
imposing them on the elected
representatives have made the
whole system non-functional.
The Gram Panchayat has to
depend on the Panchayat Samiti,
the Panchayat Samiti has to
depend on the District Council
(Zilla Parishad), the Zilla Parishad
depends on the State government
and the State government
depends on the Central govern-
ment ~ creating a web of depend-
ency. This kills all local initiatives.

(e) Finally, total politiciza-
tion and ingress of VIP culture
have been the bane of the pan-
chayats. While they are supposed
to be apolitical, party politics has
affected almost every panchayat
often leading to violence during
the panchayat elections. The
Panchayat Pradhans have also
inculcated the VIP culture and
have developed deep vested
interests and political ambitions,
surrendering themselves to party
politics. Also, in spite of 30-50 per
cent reservation for women, male
dominance and suppression of
women continue unabated.

Had the panchayats func-
tioned as apolitical bodies in
accordance with the Constitu-
tional objectives and implement-
ed the government’s plans and
programmes, the face of rural
India would have changed sub-
stantially. This has not hap-
pened. The mammoth panchay-
at structure and inherent con-
flicts with the State and the dis-
trict administration have created
more complications and bureau-
cracy than serving the cause of
the common villager. What was
supposed to be a silent revolu-
tion to bring about Gram Swaraj
and decentralized democracy
has lost its way. The Panchayati
Raj has failed the people.

(Concluded)

S ASIAN VOICES

Talks only way to
prevent trade war

Ithough Vice-Chancellor of

Germany and Federal Minis-

ter for Economic Affairs and

limate Action Robert Habeck

does not represent the European Com-

mission, his three-day visit to China,

which concluded on Sunday, has help-

ed to ease tensions between China and

the European Union over the issue to a
certain degree.

In his packed itinerary that con-
sisted of stops in Beijing, Shanghai and
Hangzhou, Habeck not only met with
business leaders of both China and
Germany, he also had face-to-face
meetings with Chinese Minister of
Commerce Wang Wentao and Minister
of the National Development and
Reform Commission Zheng Shanjie in
Beijing on Saturday.

Habecks respective meetings with
the Chinese commerce chief and head
of the country’s economic policymak-
ing body have served to reinforce the
two sides’ consensus on the need to
avoid a damaging trade war and pro-
duced some concrete bilateral cooper-
ation agreements and projects on trade
facilitation, the green economy and
energy. This year marks the 10th anni-
versary of the establishment of the
comprehensive strategic partnership
between China and Germany. Both
have been beneficiaries of economic
globalization, and the two countries'
economic interests are deeply inter-
twined. Both Beijing and Berlin know
clearly that cooperation poses no risk,
but that decoupling does. Habeck’s
hosts reaffirmed that China is willing to
work with Germany to deepen mu-
tually beneficial cooperation between

CHINADAILY

the two sides’ enterprises, create an
open and fair competition environm-
ent, and inject more positive energy
into the healthy and stable develop-
ment of China-Germany and China-
EU economic and trade relations.

The productive exchanges during
Habeck's visit clearly convey the com-
mon pro-free trade stance of the EU’s
largest economy and the world’s seco-
nd-largest economy, as well as their
joint concerns over the dire implica-
tions of the European Commission’s
planned punitive tariffs on Chinese
EVs. If implemented, the tariffs will
unavoidably plunge the EU and China
into a damaging trade war that will
actually harm the EU’s green transition
and consumers’ interests, as Habeck
said. Beijing’s announcement that it is
launching an anti-dumping probe into
imports of EU pork products indicates
that China will resolutely defend its
legitimate rights and interests.

The EU launched its anti-subsidy
investigation on Chinese EVs in Octo-
ber, without any application from
member states or the industry. And the
details that have been disclosed regar-
ding the investigation clearly indicate
that the probe and the resulting plan-
ned punitive tariffs violate World Trade
Organization rules. By adopting such
protectionist measures, the EU aims to
suppress the development of Chinese
companies, which is doomed to fail-
ure, and will not help boost the global
competitiveness of the EU’s EV com-
panies either.

As both China and Germany urge,
Brussels should try and resolve its dif-
ferences with Beijing through dialogue
and consultation in good faith. In that
sense, it is good to hear that after a
video conference between the Chinese
commerce chief and Executive Vice-
President of European Commission
Valdis Dombrovskis on Saturday, the
two sides have agreed to launch con-
sultations on the EU’s anti-subsidy
investigations into Chinese EVs.

If the EU is sincere in sitting down
at the negotiating table, China is also
willing to engage in dialogue to try and
resolve the reasonable concerns of the
EU. It is to be hoped that the EU will
strive to avoid the expansion and esca-
lation of trade frictions in a rational
and professional manner by meeting
China halfway in that direction.

Seed diversity

SIR, I refer to “Indigenous seeds
help rural empowerment” by
Bharat Dogra published in your
columns. Based on rice and
wheat, the Green Revolution was
launched on account of the
apparent threat of famine. India’s
vast traditional arena of ecofrien-
dly cereals like millet and maize
was ignored.

GREEN REVOLUTION

The Green Revolution elimi-
nated food diversity and has
reduced the importance of mil-
lets on our farms and plates.

Of the 30,000 edible plants
just 30 crops account for 95 per
cent of human food and that is
dominated by rice, wheat, maize,
millet, and sorghum.

Scientists say that over half
of common plants and one third
of the animals could decline this
century due to climate change.

“The line between abun-
dance and disaster is becoming
thinner and thinner and the pub-
lic is unaware and unconcerned,”
Dan Saladino writes in his book
Eating to Extinction.

India is the world's largest
producer of millets, harvesting
about 11 million tons per year.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Pearl millet (bajra), finger millet
(ragi) and sorghum (jowar) are
the most popular. Millets do not
come under IPRs or patents that
agro-monopolies are so keen to
capture.

Seeds were in farmers’ hands

MANUFACTURE

and often preserved or exchanged
for free. Patented seeds is where a
company holding the patent
makes money by selling those
seeds year after year, upsetting
the traditional system of farmers
saving seeds from each year’s

harvest to sow the following year.

Reliance on ultra-high-tech seeds

to produce and seed control is
moving in the wrong direction.

Yours, etc.,

H N Ramakrishna,

Bengaluru, 26 June.

SIR, In a global marketplace reshaped by volatile forces ~ especially the animosity between the U.S. and
China ~ some multinational retailers are turning away from Chinese factories. Instead, many are
looking to India, which may be on the verge of becoming a major manufacturing power. The shift could
fortify the global supply chain and lift fortunes in India.

The country has roughly one billion people of working age, but about only 430 million jobs,
according to an independent research institution. Growing exports could be a source of new jobs ~
especially for women, who have been largely shut out of the formal working ranks. The shift to India
could make the global supply chain more resilient, reducing its susceptibility to shocks.

It could also boost fortunes in India, which missed out on the manufacturing boom that lifted hun-
dreds of millions of people from poverty in East Asia ~ first in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan, then in
China and, more recently, in Thailand, Indonesia and Vietnam. India presents a unique proposition as
a country of 1.4 billion people, making it even larger than China. With abundant raw materials, from
cotton to iron ore to chemicals, it holds the potential to develop its own supply chain. If any country
might someday replicate China’s role in the manufacturing realm, India may possess the best shot.
Yours, etc., Shovanlal Chakraborty, Kolkata, 27 June.
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A thought for today

A woman is as young as her knees
MARY QUANT

Physical, Failed

Can a country get sedentary before it gets rich?
Yes. And it’s terrible for health
Phys ical inactivity is called “the silent killer”. Because of how

its effects can ereep up unnoticed year after year, decade upon

decade. Until one day, one is diagnosed with a serious
non-communicable disease. But aren’t sedentary lifestyles kind of
thezeitgeisttoo? Readers will surely have seen sedentariness increase
around them since their own childheod. And yet a pooled analysis
of 507 surveys across 163 countries and territories, published in
Lancetthis week, surprises with the scaleof its estimate of the malaise.
As much as a third of the global population and half of India’s
adults donot meet WHO recommended levels of physical activity.

Shock treatment | Another surprise is that insufficient physical
activity is generally higher among women. South Asia shows the
maximum sex difference, of 14 percentage points. In Afghanistan
and Pakistan, it is 20 percentage points. Why are we surprised?
Because India is an agricultural society and even other kinds of
‘physical labour are a significant income
source, we wonder how somany Indians
can afford to be sedentary Because
women have so much household
responsibility, and many have farm
responsibility on top, we wonder how
women of non-rich countries can be
lagging men in physical activity.

Alien medicine | These disjunctions
call for deeper health profiles. They
need to be taken seriously because they
track with other studies. One shows that India’s rural areas are
closing in on urban BMIs, another that abdominal obesity is 40%
among women compared to 12% in men. Dietary transformations
are underway at supersonic speed. Women'’s liberty and safety are
advancing, but at snail’s pace in some places, and even reversing in
others. Maidans for playing are also in retreat, be it in villages or
cities. In other words, we need to begin investigating less physical
activity asdisprivilege rather than luxury.

Tech therapy | Better documentation has to be the building
block for effective diagnosis and treatment. Here, the smartphone
whoseaddiction has cutoursprightlinessat the knees, can help pool
togetherstronger national health data, and also helpus be healthier:
From counting our calories to steps, serving thealert to changes in
ourgaitormenstrual eycle, the phone ean redeem itself.

MORE THE CHATTER

LESS THE MATTER
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Keep Your Enemy Closer

New Delhi building deterrence against Beijing is welcome. But without political dialogue,

chances of miscalculations ris

Vijay Gokhale

Since 2020, dealing with
China has been themost
debated topic of Indian
foreign policy. That the
old bilateral framework
has irretrievably frac-
tured because China violated a basic
principle - non-use of foree in resolving
disputes - is not in doubt. The debate is
about the way forward in building a new
relationship based on the current realities.
The new framework will be built in
circumstances that are very different
from 1990. Then, theeconomies of India
and China were comparable, and their
respective military capacities were fairly
balanced. Now, China’s GDP is more
than four times ours, and the two
militaries are not evenly matched on
paper: Nor is it likely, even by optimistic
growth projections, for India to signifi-
cantly reduce this gap in the next 10
years. =\nzl the common challenges are
by geopolitical
that um unlikely to subside as China
expandstsglobal footprint.
Commendable work is beingdonein
building deterrence against adventu-
rism. Aside from the augmentation in
men and materiel, the idea of strategic
risk is being re-defined. Deployment
patterns are being altered to send the
clear signal that there is no tolerance
for grey-zone warfare tactics by PLA.
The breach of trust triggered by the
Chinese behaviour in Galwan requires
elear and tangible counterdisplays of
goodwill, and remedial action by China
along LAC, before trust can be re-built,
But is deterrence in itself an
adequate policy response? At the height
of the Cold War, the two superpowers
never halted political dialogue.
Mechanisms were built to prevent nuclear
war, and mutual understandings were
reached on managing competition and
limiting the prospect of accidental
conflict. An important lesson from the
Cold War was that dialogue and
deterrence were not mutually exelusive.
In the past four years, there has been
no direct bilateral engagement between

d hinese
govts (aslde rmm ﬂectmg conversations
in Bali and Johannesburg), and a single
bilateral meeting between the foreign
ministers when Wang Yi visited India
in March 2022. Nor have the defence
ministers or national security advisers
of both sides visited each other:

Afew ‘pull-asides’ or ‘meetings in the

than 20 rounds of talks between the two
militaries, the status quo still prevails.
Military dialogue has it:

e. The two are not mutually exclusive

Tmport-substitution, even under the PLI
scheme, might not work in practice
icy and i\

Without political dialogue, the military
cannot evolve a new framework of
border management, Is it not possible
that

able relations with eountries in

oximity will help to focus the

effort '5 on economy-building. The chances
of

level engagement might, perhaps, have

runitscourse?

margins' at multilateral
‘may not allow for the sort of discussion
that is required when a new framework

layinraising
greater awar it bout

mishaps derailing these
efforts are likely greater when political
dialogueisabsent.

Dialogue with China does not imply
that deterrence-building must cease.

the reasons for the abnormalities in

for the relationship needs tobe built

It is important to posit the question
as to whether the ‘break’ in the political
dialogue since 2020 has addressed Indian
concerns over the steady militarisation
of LAC by the Chinese. By various
accounts, thismay notbe thecase. China
appears to have augmented its military
capacity, including air-power, along the
entire front. It remains obdurate on
reeling back its forward posture in two
areas in eastern Ladakh. Despite more

India-China ties. It also helped to adjust
economic and procurement policies to
deleverage sensitive sectors of the Indian

India always has the sovereign right to
defend itself upon its soil. Nor does the
act of dialogue imply in any manner
that a compromise in national security
interests is on the cards. Deterrence
and dialogue are two sides of the
policy coin.

If deterrence is combined with
dialogue, a positiveoutcore ispossible,
The aftermath of the Sumdorong Chu
erisis in 1987, in Arunachal Pradesh,
established this point when, after
eight years of holding our ground
without suspending political dialogue,
Indiaachieved its goals.

What objectives might a resump-
tion of the political dialogue serve? To
begin with, it might allow for an
in-depth understanding at a political
level of each other's positions. Such
dialogue might, hopefully, permitboth
sides to find some commen ground to
start building a new framework. It
might benefit risk management, not
simply in terms of minimising
unintended conflict, but also in terms
of modernising the 1993 and 1996
agreements in order to make them
relevant to contemporary needs.

From our perspective, it might
provide political platforms to express

oureoncerns, aswellas tofindsolutions,

over unfair Chinese trade practices.

Dialogue isalsoalogical step in building

Cnad Crowe:

economy from complet Y on
Chinese supply chains. But it is not
likely that the Indian economy can
decouple entirely. In some sectors like
electric vehicles there might be greater,
notless, coupling.

Some of our star export performers,
notably pharmaceuticals, are also
dependent upon Chinese supply chains.

multi- diplomacy.

Only govtcan ultimately decide what
is the right policy. But a healthy debate
onthe question is now needed more than
ever because public participation in
foreign policy is an important requisite
for citizens who aspire to make India
aglobal powerhouse.

Thewriterisa former foreign secretary

Mother Of All Biases The Law Of Not-So-Small Things

That married women aren't hired in a major
manufacturing plant shows how deep discrimination runs

recent Reuters investigation revealed labour contractors for

Apple supplier Foxconn are not hiring married women for an

iPhone assembly plant in Tamil Nadu. Reasons informally
cited include married women's work burden at home, the fact they get
pregnant and need more time off, and that they wear jewellery that
interferes with the production line. Obviously, these are not
‘reasons’ but all the badold excuses, oppressive normsthat trip women
at every step. Women’s labour force participation is appallingly low
in India. Women have dropped out at all levels of education, age and
income. Whether in casual work, formal salaried work or self-emp-
loyment, the gulf persists. Women who face intersecting forms of
disadvantage, of poverty,caste or minority status, are the worst off. In
wh lte-col]arwurk womenare label]ed asless
than given less
assignments and put on acareerplatean.’ ’['he
cost of maternity leave isheld against them.

‘While these are global problems, India is
‘hamstrung by the lack of a clear anti-discri-
mination framework in employment. So, a
social bias endures in barely disguised
forms, despite an equal remuneration law
that prohibits discriminatory hiring and pay and several court
judgments to that effect. Individuals are less able to litigate or seek
remedy. Employers find ways to justify their stance.

It’s telling that many employers welcome married men, and
begrudge married women. Women are indeed burdened with childeare,
eldercare and household duties, because of oppressive social
norms. And when they seek paid jobs, they are done in by the same
norms. The deeper tragedy is that this domesticlabour dumped on
women undergirds the family, and effectively subsidises male
workers and theiremployers. Both by dth women
forthis unpaid work. In the Foxconn case, the tacit rule against married
‘women simply writes off a whole category: not even asking if a person
is willing to put in the time or take off their jewellery. It says
somethingabout our society and the state that we allow any employer
to getaway with such sweepingdiscrimination.

Holy terrors

The feisty womenfolk of Kutch Mandvi continue to tick
off deities who are seen to be not doing their job
Jug Suraiya

It wasa sceneof highdrama. In a forest, a woman desperately
calling outfor help was beingabducted.

While the spectators, which included me, could hear her
cries of distress, her husband seemed oblivious.

Awitness to the affray could contain herself nolonger and
{l called out inaloud and piercing voice, Arre, what's the matter
with you? Can't you hear yourwife? Go at once to save her!

Theurgent injunction wastaken on by others: What are you doing, yousilly
fellow! Hurry and go! Other women joined thechorus of alarmuntil, as though
hearingthese irateexhortations if nul hiswi lfé‘ s crlesfnrﬂllccm]r the husband
rushedtother nly to find the ki ad; ished.

Amidst muttered oval o[ ahusband wh Idn't save his wife, the
audience would settle down to watch the agelessly retold story of Ram, Sita,

and Ravana enacted on the tiny screen of the only cinema hall in

(¥3) Kuteh Mandvi,
Inthose far-off daysof mychi Mandvi wn
village where my graadmotner Hved, and 1o which i rest of the

family would make an annual visit.
- There wasn'tan excess of enfertainment in Mandvi.
JUQUIArvein There was the temple, a meeting point as much for the
h smarrying

whom, which venerable patriarch had passed on - as for devotion.

The cinema hall, where the projectionist routinely got the reels mixed up,

showed matnly my l]lulugn;al movies. The audience was composed mosly of
il fr ions.

Tt i I
byir P but by thed d intimat
family memberwho can provoke admonition in equal measure to adoration.

Irecall those high-spirited women of Mandvi and wonder if their successors,
equally feisty, bestowed electoral strictures on once-venerated icons who'd
Dbeen seen to be less than on the ball in tackling the task at hand.

ived not

UN human rights body wants cases dropped against Arundhati Roy for her speech 14 years ago. The very
sanction to prosecute raises legal questions about belated prosecutions and right to freedom of speech

Shyam Rajan Agarwal

Yesterday, aulhnr-arhwsr Arundhan

Missing steps | But there exists another strict time limit

that LG seems to have given the go-by. UAPA section 45(2)

pmvlrbeﬁ foran md?pende'ntauthnntv to renewe\ idence
b

¥ was awa
Pinter prize for her umlmchm(, and
unswerving” writing. Alongside the
award was UN's call to New Delhi todrop
cases against Roy and alsoreview India’s
antiterror law UAPA.

The | In 2010, a complaint was filed by activist

Sushil Pandit, basis which Delhi Police registered a

caseagainst author-activist Arundhati Roy and Sheikh

Showkat Hussain, former professor at Central

Unlversnyef Kashmir.
oth

at
Amrh The Only Way' i Delhi's LTG Auditorium on
October 21, 2010. FIR was registered under IPC sections
153A (promoting enmity between different groups),
1538 (making imputations/assertions prejudicial to
national integration) and 505 (statements ‘conducing’
topublic mischief)andunder UAPA section 13. Roy was
accused of stating that Kashmir was never an integral
part of India and advocating its secession.

Delhi LG VK Saxena granted sanction to prosecute
for the IPC offences in October 2023. Sanction to proceed
on the UAPA offence was granted recently

Time limits | The first question is whether LG's order
may be rendered defective on account of delay. His
sanction to proceed on IPC offences was granted under
CrPC section 196. This preseribes no time limit for passing
anorder toeither grant or deny sanction to prosecute.

However, since each [PC offence is punishable by
imprisonment of up to three years, prosecution would
be barred by ‘limitation’ - because CrPC sections 468
and 469 cumulatively state no court will take cognisance
of an offence beyond a period of three years from date
of offence or date of registration of FIR. Offences
under UAPA section 13 are punishable by imprisonment
of up to7 years, so nolimitation applies.

against reportto
the state or Centre. E)nly after considering ths. can govt
decideon grantingor denying sanction o prosecute.

Section 45(2) additionally envisages time limits
‘within which the independent authority is to submit
itsreport, and for govt's decision. These are prescribed
under UAPA Rules, 2008, which provide 7 days each to
the independent authority and te govt. Despite these
strict timelines, LG granted sanction to prosecute 14
years after the case was filed.

Precedent set | Kerala HC in Ropesh vs Staie of Kerala
& ()tharc held that timelines stipulated under UAPA

read yinnature
Non-compliance would render the order invalid. UAPA
carries serious consequences for the accused, thus
it must beinterpreted strictly andliterally

Govt cannotbe permitted tosit over a request
for sanction indefinitely. Kerala challenged
HC’s judgment in the Roopes case before
SC, which observed that the question of
law would remain open and permitted state
towithdraw its petition.

Thus, thisquestion regarding validity
of a belated order granting sanction to
prosecute is yet to be conclusively
decided. That said, allowing sanction for
prosecution 10 or 20 years after registra-
tionof FIR isamockery of the criminal
justice system,

NNo call to arms | The case also tests
the extent to which free speech
may be accorded protection. A
YouTube clip of Roy's 2010
speech shows her stating
Kashmir isn't an integral
part of India, but she did

Calvin & Hobbes

notexpressly advocate secession. Nor was thereany call
totakeup armsagainst the state.

Does a person’s opinion, howsoever unpalatable,
regarding independence or freedom for a partieular
region, by itself, without incitement to violence, amount to
anoffence under UAPA?

UAPA's definition of “unlawful activities” is wide
and includes any speech that questions India’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity or causesdisaffec-
tion against India. But it can beargued that UAPA ought
to be interpreted on its object and purpose, which is to
combat terrorism and terror organisations. It isn't inten-
ded to be applied to penalise speech. Indeed, applying
UAPA inRoy’s case is akin tousinga hammer to swatafly.

no ground | The anti-terror law ought to be

Disaffection
interpreted in consonance with right to freedom of
speechand expression under Article 19(1a).
This right may only be restricted for
grounds specified under Article 19(2)
notably disaffection against India
isn't ground for restricting free spe-
echunder the Constitution.
Law on sedition under IPC section
124A, worded similarly, was interpreted by
SC in Kedar Nath vs State of Bihar to
mean that only speech that tends
to incite violence would fall
within itsambit.
Recently, SC even stayed
operation of section 124A
after noticing its rampant
misuse by law enforce-
ment to curb dissent.
UAPA deserves to be
similarly read down.
‘The appropri;
to deal with Roy's ideas
tocritique them openly rather
thanusing the strong armof law.
The writer is advocate, Supreme Court

Sacredspace

SOMETHING
FROM MY
LOCKER 7

CAN T GO GET [ WHAT Do

T CANT ) THEM SIT AND
TELL Y0V. / Do YOUR TEST.

All this twaddle,
the existence of
God, atheism,
determinism,
liberation.

efc,are pieces of

mhmuamumi]ed language, and
va(m ummuwnnh ifone does not
with winningor
losing thn‘mvm of chess.
Marcel Duchamp

Finding Hope When Chips Are Down

Sant Rajinder Singh

opelessnessarises when life does
H not go our way. Wefeeleverything

is workingagainst us, and life
will neverbe betteragain. The mind
drives us intoa negative downward
spiral with every new thought. During
such times, it is easy to leave activities
orroutines that could be helpful to us.
Instead, weadopt habitsto

positive as we facelife’s challenges.
Especially during: thmm umcs of dewmr
we must

bathed in joy and bliss that eclipse any
pain wemay exper] mm:e intheouter

habits that wi lllbcntﬁt us. Contrary to
how we may feel, this is when we need to
dothe work te tap intoour inner
strength, We should develop the habit

world t experience of
God in meditation, our faith in God is
strengthened. We recognise God’s
prr\sem‘elnmlr]Wcﬂandrmllﬂ(‘thal
tsus hored in

andskills todigdeep into the
spiritual lesson hidden within 1
each experience. Wemust 5

tand solace in 33

copeand fill the void. When faced with
variouslife challenges, we succumb to
thedifficulty and inevitably get waylaid
from our path. We tend to worry and live
infearabout what the future holds for
us. That worry only wastes our time and
energy. It does not solve anything.

tracing our way back toour
normal state. How can we

God'sabiding love, we can walk
through life without fear or
WOrTY.
Our most precious capital
inthisworld is the time we

It happens when, through regular
meditation, westrengthen our connec-
tion with God, the all- knowing source of
all happiness, joy, inner wisdom, love,
calm, and bliss. The Creator knows our
past, present, and future. When we
connect with this divine Power through
meditation, we partake of all the love
and happiness already withinus. This
serves asalifeline that pullsus out of a
difficultsituation. The key to navigating
awayfrom astateof hopelessness isto
defe attention from our current

Yet, weare

The key is not
happening around us, We must remember
the importance of focusingon the

and transform our lives. We are then

undeterred toward our spiritual goals.

find comfort in times of surrounded by distractions, state. We must redirect our attention to
hopelessness? .mractlons andenunemem— the infinite reservoirof joy and hope.
When we learn tocont- THE SPEAKING TREE ves When perience God’s love in
rol our thoughts, still themind, and t pit LIf  meditation, that we
l'ocuwuraumtmnunGodthraugh ‘we want to succ«oedmnw goal wemust  arelovedand protected. We simply have
ed by what is iencethelight  learntodevel sthatkeepall totap into thislove, and we can do that
of God, whichhas the power toilluminate  distractions at bay to continue when we take the time tosit in silence

andreachout to God.
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Minority report
US criticism of India can have repercussions

Secretary of State Antony Blinken has
flagged a ‘concerning increase’ in anti-
conversion laws, hate speech and demoli-
tion of homes and places of warship of
members of minority communities in

India. In his remarks at the release of the US State
Department’s 2023 Report on International Religious
Freedom, Blinken said Christian groups in India had
reported attacks by mobs, allegedly in league with the
police, over accusations of ‘conversion activities'. The
report claims that Christians and Muslims were arrest-
ed under laws banning forced religious conversion. The
unusually seathing eriticism comes weeks after the
Prime Minister Narendra Modiled NDA government
began its third successive term. It is bound to cast a
shadow onIndia-US ties, which have made rapid strides
in the strategic and defence domains in recent years.

Blinkenhadalsomentioned India in hisremarksdur-
ing the release of the 2021 Report on International Reli-
gious Freedom two years ago, expressing concern over
rising attacks on people and places of worship in the
country. However, his comments this time may be seen
through the prism of the US pregidential elections, which
arescheduled for November: With Christians accounting
for two-thirds of the American population, highlighting
alleged atrocitiesagainst them in countries such as India
could be construed as a vote-catching tactic.

While talking about the minorities in the US,
Blinken has confined himself to the observation that
reports of hate crimes and other incidents targeting
Muslims and Jews have gone up dramatically. America
seems more keen to ‘advance religious freedom across
the globe’ than fo set its own house in order. The Indi-
an government does needtodo course correction on the
minority front, but it won't appreciate the US playing
the Big Brother. Antagonising a close ally will have
repercussions for Washington, especially when the Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun case is already testing the
strength and maturity of the bilateral relations.

SAD crisis
The party has to reinvent itself

HE drubbing in the Punjab Assembly elec-
tions in 2022 was a massive personal setback
forthe top leadersof the Shiromani Akali Dal
(BAD). Both stalwart Parkash Singh Badal
and his son, party president Sukhbir Singh

Badal, faced the ignominy of defeat. Early this year,

Sukhbir embarked on a months-long ‘Punjab Bachao

Yatra', aiming to infuse energy into the party's demor-

alised rank and file ahead of the Lok Sabha polls. Hehad

abigger mission in mind — reconnecting with Punjab,

something the party has been finding hard to do. Yet, 10

of SAD's candidates lost their deposit in the polls. Its

overall vote share went down. The party slid tothe fourth
position, falling behind even its former junior partner,
the BJP. As Sukhbir faces a fresh banner of revolt, the

Akalis find themselves at a crossroads.

There ig a school of thought that sees the SAD's
decline ag particularly worrisome, since it shrinks the
space for divergent views that a party championing
regional identity politics and a federal polity provides
The possibility of a radical streak filling the space that
has been ceded only increases. Concerns have been
raised about this scenario playing out in Punjab. Since
itlost power in 2017, the SAD has faced dissension over
Sukhbir’s leadership and the Badal family’s control
over the party. The core support base is drifting away,
veteran leaders have been warning, as the party strug-
gles toregain trust. The 2015 sacrilege incidents contin-
ue to haunt the SAD. The flip-flop over re-aligning with
the BJP hints atindecision and a lack of direction.

The SAD working committee has authorised Sukhbir
toreconstitute and restructure the party. He may manage
to retain control, but it would be self-defeating to ignore
calls for the SAD tolook within and reinvent itself.
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Indian Muslims on shaky ground

There is much that the community itself can do to change its image

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

am an ardent admirer of
Harsh Mander, a former
IAS officer whoresigned in
2002 in protest against the
Gujarat government’s fail-
ure todo its Raj Dharma of curb-
ing the massacre of innocent
Muslims. T do not have the
courage Harsh has, T never had
that level of courage. He recent-
Iyinformed his myriad admirers
that his new artide was on the
subject of “the political demoni-
sation, erasure and abandon-
ment of Indian Muslims in
recent elections”. He aptly called
it “the crisis of not-belonging”.

An incident that occurred on
polling day in Uttar Pradesh last
‘month caught my attention. An
educated Muslim girl arrived at
a polling booth along with her
sister. The officials on duty went
through the voter list and
informed the girls that their
names werenot on it.

The girlwho reported thisinci-
dent had earlier gone to the cen-
tre concerned for checking the
voter list. Her name and that of
her sister were there. She
demanded a re-check, which the
officals did. Their names were
on the list. The girls voted, as
was their right and their duty
They were educated girls, confi-
dent of their own capabilities

On emerging from the polling
station, she found groups of
buma-clad women who had
been told that they could not
wote as their names were not on
thelist. Theywere not smart like
our girl to call their bluff. The
BJP knew that minority votes
would go against them. It was
rumoured that it used different
means to ensure victory, Yet, in
BJIP-ruled UR it failed.

The Election Commission of

IMPERATIVE: Strong leaders should emerge to chal

India (ECI} should have acted on
the courageous girl's complaint
and investigated such electoral
misdemeanours. The ECI wields
sole authority over officials of
any government department on
election duty. It should have
identified the culprits and put
them on the mat. It should also
have published details of the
action taken against them.

Tagree with Harsh that Indian
Muglims are on shaky gmound
after the BJPled NDA govem-
ment assumed office. The BJP's
propaganda team may deny this
5o that the party’s back is cov-
ered and the Westem powers with
whom we now seem to be aligned
think kindly of our government
But there is much that the com-
ity itself ean do to changeits
own image. Indian Muslims are
not the target of only the Modi-
Shah govemnment but also the
victims of its own narrow-minded
religious establishment.

It is really sad to see that innu-
merable Musim women are
kept deliberately backward and
treated as possessions in India. T
am talking specifically of unedu-
cated women in families living
in penury T have many Muslim
friends, but they belong to the
privileged, well-heeled category
who will think like I do and
approach lifeas Twould

No community that
keeps women
backward canadvance
in today’s highly
competitive world

Presently, 1T am watching a
Turkish serial called Black Mon-
ey Love. Women in that Islamic
country are totally liberated fol-
lowing the reforms introduced
by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. In
India, the community needs to
start internal reforms. First and
foremaost, it should ensure that
allits women become literate. It
should also ensure that they are
well educated and able to think
for themselves. Kerala has
achieved 100 per cent literacy: Tt
has thereby succeeded in con-
trolling the reproduction rate

The BJP's main accusation
againstthe Congresswas, and still
is, that the community was pam-
pered by the party for votes. In
what aspects of their life were

H L - >
llenige the fatwas of the mullahs. i

Muslims pampered? Tt was only
the religious dispensation that
was pampered ensuring that
obscurantist practices were per-
petuated. The Shah Bano judg-
‘ment overtumed by an ill-advised
Prime Minister spelt the end of
Congress primacy in India. It
shocked the conscience of dtizens
like me, who nurtured no biases.

Poor Muslims, both men and
women, renmin as helpless and
deprived today asthey were then.
Strong leaders should emerge in
the community to challenge the
fatwas of the mullihs. Like the
mullah who ordered the wifeof a
soldier missing in action for sev-
en years — who re-married and
became a mother in his ahsence
—toreturn to her previous hus-
band when the Pakistanis
rleased him from captivity. The
woman was not consulted! She
Was a mere possession,

All obscurantist practices like
keeping women in subjugation
and forcing them to wear
monk’s clothing with only slits
for the eyes should go. No com-
‘munity that keeps women back-
ward can advance in today's
highly competitive world

The Mohalla Committees set
up in my city, Mumbai, helped to
bring Hindu s and Muslimsin the
city's slums together after the
rots of 1392-93. T had returned

from my four-year stint in Roma-
nia. Satish Sahney, a forward-
thinking IPS officer was the
Police Commissioner  Without
his help. the movement would
not have pone beyond the first
stage. The people’s representa-
tive who had asked for my
involvement in the venture was
Sushobha Barve of the Moral Re-
Armament, with which Rajmo-
han Gandhihasbeen associated.
The three of us combined to
ensure that the implementation
of the project went as planned.
Muslims, who had become dis-
enchanted with their lot,
regained their zest for life

When Atal Bihai Vajpayee
became the Prime Minister, he
wanted me to accept the gover-
norship of Jammu & Kashmir. T
‘met him at his residence in New
Delhi and explainedthe details of
the work I was doing to ensure
peace and harmony in the city of
my birth, T had to mpeat the
details to Faroog Abdullah during
the two phone calls he made to
‘me from London. The most diffi-
cult customer, though, was not
the PM or the Chief Minister of
J&Kbut the then father figure in
the police hierarchy, KF Rus
tamji, who had settled in his
wife's family flat in Mumbai after
his retirement from the BSE The
PM had entrusted Rustamji with
the job of convincing me to
accept his offer: It was a difficult
task to say no’ to him, but Mrs
Rustamji came to myrescue. She
understood that the concept of
communal peace in our thersand
‘mine) city took precedence.

Imentioned this to the Mohal-
la Committee workers when
they belatedly celebrated my
95th birthday a few days ago
They were thrilled that their
mentor had put the work they
were doing on a higher pedestal
than what pgovernors were
expected to do. During Vajpay-
ee's tenure, govemaors were not
tasked with bringing down
Opposition-ruled governments.
It was an honour to be asked.
But the smiles on the faces of
slum-dwellers were a more com-
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‘Uncompromising’ open letter
IF there is one word which could correctly describe the purport and
tendency of the open letter which Mahatma Gandhi has just
addressed to the members of the All India Congress Committee,
that word is ‘uncompromising’. There is much in the letter thatis
characteristically fine. There is nothing in it, except perhaps a soli-
tary word of reference to the Swarajists which is caleulated o give
offence, and even this solitary word is plainly conceived in sormow
and not in angex: Dignity, of course, is the very essence of the letter:
But there is not a word in it which encourages or even permits the
hope that away will yet be found for the issue raised by Mahatmaji
Teing amicably settled, for the two parties heing able towork togeth-
er not in the superficial and comparatively unimportant sense of
remaining within the Congress and attending its annual or special
sessions, butinthe sense of participating activelyin the camying out
ofacommon programme, On this vital peint, the Mahatma appears
tohave burnt his boats. Let it be said frankly that there is no ques-
tion here of the “imposition of autoeracy in the ordinary sense” If it
werenot for the Mahatma's profound and unconcealed faith inhis
own programme, we might easily say after gang through the open
letter that he does not care which party wins, and whether he him-
selfison the winning orthe losing side, All that hewants is that there

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

pelling attraction.

Anger and intolerance are the twin enemies of correct understanding, —MahamaGandhi

The portrait of
agutsy family

NJ Ravi CHANDER

the 18505, my grandfather was tasked with finding a suit-
ablelife partner forhis brotherin-law Jeevarathnam. One day,
is chanceencounterwith Angamuthu, an old neighbourand
childhood friend from Shivajinagar, Bengaluni, rekindled a dor-
‘mant connection. Durin g their conversation, Angamuthu talked
about seeking an alliance for his teenaged daughter. Seizing the
opportunity, grandpa suggested that the gid marry his brother-
indaw if their horoscopes matched and everything else fell into
place. Despite the considerable age gap (14 years) between the
boy and the girl, her father gave the go-ahead.

Jeevarathnam was notkeen on wedlock, but his relatives fer-
ried him tothe girl's place. In those days, the girlwould touch her
prospective hushand’s feet to catch his attention. The meeting
ended with both parties giving the green light for the betrothal.

Relatives from both families gathered at the bride's house on
theengagement day. Therewas fun and laughter as the ladies
chatted indoors while the men conversed outside, seated or
standing. The stage was finally ready for the ceremony, but to
everyone's astonishment, an unruly man showed up in an
autorickshaw and started raising a hue and ery.

The man was the girl's maternal uncle, who had harboured
intentions to marry her. Upon discovering that she was
engaged to another man, he threatened to disrupt the ceremo-
ny. Besides, he cautioned the groom and his family about
severe repercussions if they proceeded with the ceremony:
Theentire gathering was taken aback. However, the groom’s
younger siblings refused to be intimidated by the threats,
They swiftly rallied a group of young people, bundled the irate
man back into the autorickshaw and watched him depart.
Subsequently, the engagement proceeded without a hitch,

Later, the bride’s family hid her in a relative’s house to
keep heruncle at bay. The frustrated man desperately tried
tolocateher butwas unsuccessful. Onthewedding day, the
groom's family took the helpof the police. As expected, the
girl's family chose not to involve the troublemaker in the
wedding celebration. The anxious groom voiced his con-
cerns about his and his spouse’s safety post-wedding, but
his brothers assured him that everything would be fine.
The nuptials went off smoothly, and as the tension eased,
everybody breathed a sigh of relief.

The couple eventually found their place in a harmonious
joint family, which included the groom’s mother, siblings
nieces and nephews, and they lived happily ever after. Accept-
ing his fate, the troublemaker refrained from getting into more

shouldbenoc that th afthe Congr auld
either consist of men who believe in the five bay cotts, or of men who
do not believe in them. “Tf you beieve in the five baycotts,” he says
tohis colleaguesin effect, “then vote with me, and turnthe Swara-
Jists and cther non-believers out of the Executive”

dventures. Despite the joy and laughter that filled their
home, the dramaleading up totheir wedding remained etched
in their minds. It served as a powerful testament to the unwa-
vering strength of their family. Their story showsthat anybody
can overcome adversity with tact, cooperation and guts.
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must be heard in House

Apropos of ‘Rahul as LoP'; an adequate
representation of all sections of society in
Parlisment is a prerequisite for a vibrant
democracy. Members of the Opposition
must be given sufficient time in the House
to raise the issues facing the common man
S0 often, Opposition leaders do not get a
chance to be heard. For a healthy debate,
those on the treasury benches must lend an
ear to the Opposition. Long sessions should
be held in Parliament as well as state
Assemblies to ensure that Bills are passed
only after lengthy deliberations. Ours
should be 4 government by the people, of
the people and for the pecple in everysense.
ROOP SINGH NEGI, SOLAN

Rahul at the helm
Refer to the editorial ‘Rahul as LoP’; the
Congress leader’s assumption of the man-
tle of the Leader of Opposition in the 18th
Lok Sabha is good news for the country,
The goal of a robust Opposition in Parlia-
ment should be to raise the issues that mat-
teron behalf of the public and not to corner
the ruling regime on everything. Rahulhas
his work cut out. It is now on him to steer
the Opposition in the right direction so
that constructive and productive debates
can be held in the House. Most important,
there are times when the ruling dispensa-
tion and the Opposition must rise above
politics and reach consensus on certain
issues in the interest of the nation.

RK ARORA, MOHALI

The fresh face of Opposition
Refer to ‘Rahul as LoP'; the Gandhiscionis
set to lead aresurgent Oppasitiontokeepthe
Narendra Modi government on its toes.
y,it is the first ional posi-
tion that Rahulhas held in his two decades of
palitical career. What makes it all the more
significant is the fact that his party has
secured the post after a gap of 10 long years.
His opening speech in Parliament, where he
stressed that the ‘voice of India” must be
heard in the House, is a promising start. As
the LoP, Rahul will play a erucial role in shap-
ing the discourse in the House.
GREGORY FERNANDES, MUMBAI

When the messenger was shot
The melease of Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange, who exposed the misdeeds of the US
government with the 2010 publication of dassi-
fied documents relating to the American wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, after 14 years of legal
woes is welcome. Australia, which stood firmly
behind the whistleblower and persuaded Ames-
ica to drop the charges against him, deserves
kudos. Assange's case is a sad commentary on
thestate of affairs in the democratic world, He
deserves credit for speaking truth to power. He
could have baggedseveral coveted prizes for his
works and his professionalism, But instead, he
was made tolanguishin prison for years.

DVG SANKARA RAQ, VIZIANAGARAM

India-Canada ties in peril

Canada’s persistent provocations against
India are alarming. Allowing a ‘mock trial’
with an effigy of PM Narendra Modi in front
of the Indian Consulate in Vancouver marks
a disturbing low. This spectade, organised by
the supporters of Hardeep Singh Nijiar, bla-
tantly ignores the implications of endorsing
separatist and violent sentiments. Justin
Trudeau's subordination of his foreign policy
to Canada's domestic politics, particularly to
bag Sikh votes, undermines diplomatic rela-
tions and fuels extremism. Trudeau's recent
handshake with Modi at the GT summit rings
hallow in the backdrop of what his govem-
ment has allowed in the name of free speech.
It is high time that Ottawa recognised the
gravity of the situation and adopted a more

ible and measured h

PP .
GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Misuse of laws to stifle dissent
It is condemnable that Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor VK Saxena has sanctioned the
pmsecution of author-activist Arundhati Roy
and academic Showkat Hussain for allegedly
making provocative speeches at an event in
2010. The move seems vindictive and comes
off morelike an attempt to silence dissenting
voices. It is an attack on the right to freedom
of speech. Notably, the development came
close on the heels of the Lok Sabha election
results. Stringent and cutdated laws must not
be used to target activists or dissenters,

SK KHOSLA, CHANDIGARH
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